" Limsson 1. " APRIL lst, 1894.

=

Jacob’s Prevailing” Prayer. Gen. 32: 912, 24-30.

GorpeN TExT: “I will not let thee go, except thou l‘aloss me.” Gen

L 32: 26. _ .
CoMMIT TO MEMORY v8. 28-30. CHILDREN'S HYMNAL, 45, 150, 161, 103.
Prove TEAT—Earnest prayer prevails.with God. Jas. 5: 16. - E
SHORTER CATECHISM—Quest. 95, To whom is baptism to be administered?
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. Gen. | (ten. 32: 1.5 Gen. 52,1323, Gen. 33: 111 2 Kings Luke 15:1-8 | Ps. 34: 15-22
$2: 912, 24-30 19: 14-20, 32:35 .
o : il

o the Teacher,—Do not credit any Scholar with hu\'inﬁif-pnred the lesson who does not at least
to answer the questions. Take the Teaflet home and assigo o value to each answer, announcing the re«
gult on the tollowing Sabbath. T'ake, or send, the Leaflet to absent scholars.
Always bring your Bible and Shorter Catechism to
the Sabbath Schoeol. -

_ HELPS IN STUDYING.

~ INTRODUCTORY.—Jacob remained in Harap twenty-one years, serving Laban. He -
married Leah and Rachel, Laban's daughters, and by God's blessing had prospered. He
is still the same crafty, shrewd, almost disbopest man. Laban's deceit is met by more
. gKilful tricks; and Jacob seems to rely mote upon his own leverness than God's blegs-
ing. Our lesson shows how he came tu see how far wrong he was, and how much
better it always is to « trust God and do the ight.”  His cousins, Laban's sons, began
to grow jealous of him and he felt that it was neither safe nor pleasant to remain ab
Haran any longer.  Read the story of Yhis departure in chapter 31. Why did Laban’
pursue him? What kept him from barming Jacoli?  What was stolen_from, him, and’
who 'was the thief? What is the meaning of « Mizpah " ? = Who were Jacob’s real pro- -
tectors? * (ch. 32: 1-2). Who saw a similar sight 7 (2 Kings 6:17). Read Ps. 91:11;
. 34:7; Heb. 1: 14. :
 Lgssox Puan. I. Jacob's Prayer. vs. 9-12. IL Jacol's DPersistence vs. 24-26,
¥ IIT. Jacobs Princely Name. vs. 27-30.
B . 1. JacowsPraver. 9. Read Ps. 5u: 15, Thisis what Jacob did. When bad God
" told him toretmn? (ch. 31:3,13). He asked protection because he was in the patl
£ obedience. Ps. 91: 11,12, We have no right to expect that God will keep us from'.
harm if we are where he does not wish us to be. 10. God's past mercies are & pledges
to us that lic will not forget to be gracious. When Jacob last went over this road he-
had nothing, now-he was a vyry wealthy man. He was able to make a princely present
to Esau without seriously impoverishing himself. The Bible never promises that serv."
| ing God will bring wealth, but it does assure us that it will Lring contentment and a:
quiet conscience. God's people will get all the riches that is good for them. Read Jo
8: 6, 7 Ps. 18: 35; Matt. 6: 33: Ps. 37: 25: Mark 10: 29, 30, 1 Tim. 4: 8. 1. Jacob falf
he truth of Prov. 18: 19.  He knows thmt Esau has good reason to be angry with him:
acob does nut ask to be delivered Lecnuse he has done nothing wrong, but because:
k thers arc hikely to suffer who are innocent, and because God's promises cannot be ful-
klled if lie perishes. Smite me,—the mother upon the children—He represents
himself as o mother bird bending over with outspreas ' wings to protect her brood. Hig
wives and children and the whole tribe would be slain if Esan were allowed to wregk
~his vengetnce. 12, When had God said this?  (ch. 28: 13-13). There is no dangedr
hat God will break his word, Num. 13 19, Matt. 24: 35; Titus 1: 2: Heb. 6:17. 1 will
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ﬁ“’ﬁ%‘, do 'tbe;g ©d-<This.is Jacol's version of ¥ 1 am with thee'and will keep-thee:
"Ranad tho versos leftout of our lesson. "Jacob prepared-s. present for his brothey; ani
gent,all tHe company over the brook., He then' returned to the north side to bs alt
~Hor:n [ittle while, 'T'hen the mysterious scene described in the following verses oconrred.
' 1%, Javow's Pemsisrencs. 24. There wrestled a man with hjm—In verse
-Jacob calls him «God,” and in Hos. 12 { 4, 5 he is called « the angel,” i. e. the Angelof
the,covenant, which i3 the name of Christ in the Old Testament. Jacob had not yet
- -made a complete sacrifice of himself and bis plans to God. He thought that he did
gomething, and God did something ; that he only needed God's help when he could not
holp himself. Christ came to teach him in this way that he could do nothirg, and #at
:God did everything. It wasnothis clever plans but God’s protection that made him
safe- and prosperous. He touched the hollow of his thigh—The Angel allowed
acob to struggle for a long time, and perbapa fancy that he was going to prove the
bost wrestler. Then he just touched him, and the self-sufficient Jacob saw how foolish'
‘“whe 41ad. been in fighting against God. OQmhipotence did not need his kelp, and Omaipo-
tence could ndt be hindered by his opposition. His whole past life had bken a wrestle
with God, although be did not know it. Now he gives up striving and only asks for
a blessing. | will not let thee go—He now prays‘ a8 earncstly as he had wyaestled.' -
"Read Matt. 16 : 22-28 ; Luke 24: 28; 2 Cor. 12: 9, 10. -
" III. Jacow’s PrincELy NaMe. 27, 28. Jacob—' supplanter,” (ch. 26 : 26 ;/27,238)¢
« fsrael—* a prince of God,” a soldier prince. He was a new man. 2 Cor.6:17. He
could now say Ps, 56: 11. 29. Thy name—See Judges 13: 18; Isa. 9: G. Jacobr
.-got better than he asked for. He wanted to be able to say who his mysterious antago-
nist was, and he got a blessing that brought him closer to God, and His heart of un-
. fathomable love. Jer. 9: 23, 24. In this way we should know Christ. John17:3
1John 5: 11. Peniel—Compare John 1: 18; Ex. 33: 20. No mortal could endure -
thie sight of God’s glory. But we see him in the person of Jesus. The highest bliss of
the redeemed in heaven is secing God, Rev. 22: 4. If we do nat love to gaze on the -
If?c:li of Ohirist, God manifest in the fiesh, we shall never look on the unveiled face of his
Father.

. "o the Scholar.—Study the lesson carefully, turning-up the marginal references and reading the
“‘Dalls[ Portions.” Then close your Bible and try to answer in writing the uestions following ot - d
acespting aid from any quarter after you have begun to write. Then bring this Jeaflet to Sabbath School _ Y
with you on the day of its date. If you cannot come, fill out the blank and send the leaflet (with the an. ~ .
‘swers writ ten 0!;2 to your teacher by some friend, or by mail, and you will receive credit for the work
done aa if you had been present. If your excuse is satisfactory, you will not Igse in record of attendanoce,

Why did Jacob fear Esau? (6)

.

~—For what did he pray ? (6)

8.—~Who wrestled with him ? (3)

‘

4.—What put an end kl'o the contest ? @

‘5~For what did Jacob entreat? (3)

8~What is the meaning of Jacob” ? of “ Istael"? (4)

Dear Teacher;—Pleass excuse my absence from Babbath School to-day, I cannot comie

sdtise ' - I have read the « Daily Portions ” and

answerad the questions as well as I could. I havecommitted to memory

¥eraes in addition to the Golden Text, and Questions in the Catechism and

bave recited them to I was at church ,
I send with this my Weekly Offering of  cents.” | .




