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CIRCULARS

FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS TO
'HE VARIOUS MUNICIPAL AND OTHER OFFICERS CONCERNED IN
‘opf® ADMINISTRATION OF THE NEW COMMON SCHOOL ACT FOR
UPPER CANADA. L

[CircULAR.] [orrciar.]

To the Wardens of Counties and Unions of Couniiea in Upper
Candda, on the Duties of County Municipal Councils under the
new Common School Act, 13th and 14th Vict. Chapter 48.

Ebucation Orrice,
Toronto, July 31st, 1850,

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith, a copy of the
new Common School Act for Upper Canada, which, having passed
the Legislative Council and Assembly, received the Royal sacction
and came into force on the 24th instant ; and I desire to direct the
attention of the Council over which you have been chosen to pre-
side, to the duties which will devolve upon it under the provisions
of this Act.

Though the Act is new, the provisions of it are mere renewals
of the provisions of the general School Act of 1846 and the City
and Town School Act of 1847—combined into one Act, witha
new and more simple arrangement, and such additional provisions
as ekperience has suggeatad, and the progress of the schools and
the new system of Municipal Councils seem to require. The du-

ties of the County Councils under the new School Act are substan- |

tially the same as were those of the District Councils under the
School Act of 1846, with this exception, that the County Council
is relieved from the task of forming and altering school-sections,
and of comsidering applications and levying assessments for the
erection and repairs of school-houses.

Under our present system of Municipal Councils, a two-fold
provision has been made to enable the people, through their local
representatives, to meet together and manage their local affairs :
The one is by the weeting of the representatives of the several
Townships collectively in County Councils ; the other is by the
meeting of the several representatives of a Towfship in such Town-
ship separately. It is the several Townships that act in the one
case-a8 well ag in the other; but in the one case they act collectivs-
1y, and in the other separately. Of course some diversity of opinion
may paturally exiet as to the precise parts of a school system
whieh can be best managed by the Townships in their collective or
separate representative capacity. After large consultation and
much consideration, it has been decided that the Townships separ-
ately can best arrange the boundaries of echool-sections and do
what may be deemed expedient in providing school sites, and for
erecting and repairing school houses and imposing other school-
section assessments ; but that the Townships can best consult
collestively in regard to the selection of proper School Superintend-
entsy can best arrange for the more uniform, certain and punctual
providing ‘and payment of the local assessment moiety of the
School :Fund.

Tt will be seen by the first section of the new School Act, that
all [awful proceedings and obligations of every description which
have taken place under former sthool acts are confirmed until fulfil-
led or modified according to the provisions of this Act. The du-

ties of the County Council are specified in the several clauses of the
27th seetion of the Aet. *

1. The first and mmediate duty of the County Council will be_
to eause to be levied upon the several Townehips represented in the
Council a sum or sums at least equal (clear of all charges of col-
lection) to the sum or sums of money apportioned to them for the cur-

| rent year out of the Legislative School grant. That apportionment

1 have notified to the Clerk of your Council, as required by the 35th
section of the Act. If any of the Township Councils in your County
have anticipated the apportionment of the Legislative grant,and have
levied a sum or surhs for the payment of the salaries of teachers equal
to the amount of the legislative grant apportioned to such munici-
palities therein, then it will be unnecessary, in such cases, for the
County Council to impose any (urther assessment.  But in every
case the County Council must see that the local assessment part of
the School Fund is available to Teachers before the end of the
second half-year—the Legislative grant part of it being payable at
the end of the first half-year. In the neighbouring state of New-
York, this order of proceeding is reversed. The County assessment
part of the School Fund must be imposed and collected and attested
to the State Superintendent, defore the State part of the Fund
apportioned to any County can be paid. In my circular addressed
to Wardens of Districts, and dated January 16th, 1848,* I called the
attention of Municipal Councils to the great injustice to Teachers,
and injury to the efficiency of the school system, arising from the
non-payment of the local assessment part of the School Fund at the
end of the year. Several Councils provided forthwith for the future
punctual payment of the amount of the local school assessment
prescribed by law, on or before the fourteenth day of December of
each year. 'What several Councils se promptly and advantageously
did in the cases referred to, the new School Act requires to b2 done

-in every case.

2. The securing, and mode of paying, the local School Fund is
another subject which will engage the attention of the County
Council. The new School Act contemplates but one financial
officer and his subordinates in each county. If the payment of
the School moneys in each District by one financial officer (in the
person of the District Buperintendent of Schools) has, during the
last few years, been attended with no inconvenience equal to
the ‘advantages of it, of course no greater inconvenience will be
experienced by confining the payment of such moneys to the
County Treasurer. But if the County Council deem it expedient,
it can appoint any number of sub-Treasurers, even to the Treasurer
of each Township as a sub-Treasurer, duly providing for uniformity
of responsibility and obligation in the method end punctuality of
payments of school-moneys. Under this system, local Superintend-
ents will be under no temptation, at any time, from considerations
of personal convenience, to withhold or delay the payment of school
moneys ; they will be relieved from keeping financial accounts, and
from giving sureties as herstofore.  The mode of accounting for
the expenditure of school-moneys will be extremely simple and com-
plete. No receipts need be given or taken, The order of the
Trustees in behalf of a legally qualified Teacher will be the Loeal
Superintendent’s authority in each instance, for his cheque upon
the County-Treasurer or Sub-Treasurer ; and the Local Superin-

. tendent’s cheque will in each instance be such Treasurer or Sub-

+ See Appendix to the Provincial School Report for 1547, page a1
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Treasurer’s receipt for the school-money paid out by him. The
duty of the County Auditors will be plain #nd easy ; and the school
moneys will be best secured agaiust every kind of misappropriation,

3. The nevt mas; imnortant duty which the new School-Aet
devolves upon the Courts Tuuncil, is the annual appointment of
Local Superintendents of Schools. I believe ..zt it is generully
agreed that it s not.expedient or desirable to have both County and
Township Superintondents ; but as to which class of these local
school officers should be provided, there is considerable diversity of
epinion—some preferring a County Superintendent, others desizing
Townohip Superintenaenta. The new School Act lcaves the de-
eision of this question to the choice of the L:: .4 R resentatives
of the people assembled in County Councils—each Councii having
authority o appoint & Sehool Superintendent for each Township, or
for two, three or four Townchips, or for a County, provided it does
not contain more than one hundred Schools. In some municipali-
ties, where the duties of the office have been very imperfectly dis-
charged, doubts are entertained by many persons as to the utility
of tha office at all ; but this is not the case where the office is filled
with ability,diligence and skill; and School Countries are unanimous
in their judgment and practice as to the vast importance of an
sfficient local inspection and supervision of schools.®

The new School Act, by fixing the minimum of the allowance of
a Local Superintendent, has relieved the Municipal Council of what
has often proved an embarrassing and thankless duty. During the
last session of the New-York State Legislature, a Bill was introduced,
on the recommendation of the State Superintendent of Schools and the
Report of a Select Committee, providing for the abelition of the office
of Town Superintendents and the appointment of a School Superin-
tendent for each Legislative Assembly District—analogous to an
el.ctcial riding with us. The salary of each Superintendent was
fixed at ®300 per annum. There are 128 Assembly Districts and
11,000 Schools in the State—giving an uverage of about 86 schools
to each Superintendent, who was required to visit each school twice
8 year, with a remuneration of nearly six dollars pes zzhool. With
s, under the new School Act, the Local Superintendent is required
to visit each school under his charge at least once in each quarter,
and to deliver a public educational lecture in each section once &
year, besides various other duties prescribed by law ; and the min-
Imum of his remuneration is fixed at one pound per school—a less
sum than is given to Lucal Superintendents by most of the Town-
ship Councils from which I have heard the present year.  Persons
who offer their services at a very low figure in order to get an of-
fice, generally do little that is of any value after they get the office,
and then justify their inefficiency by the plea that they do more
than they are paid for. It is of very little importance to the people
&t large whether a  Local Superintendent receives a few shillings
more or less per school ; but it is of the greatest importance to
them and their children, whether an able supervision be provided
for their echools. Under the provisions of the new School Act,
new and feeble Townships can be provided with an efficient School

Superintendence, and aided, if not altogether relieved, in regard to
its remuneration.t

* The following remarks, from a late New-York School Report, deserves
the deep attention of all Municipal Councils, School Trustees and other
friends of popular education:

** The success of schools is based upon two things which are closely con-
nected and mutnally dependent_ on each other ; viz. the pre-eminent moral
and intellectual qualifications of teachers, and the ¢ ctive and vigilunt super-
vision of inspectors to render the methods of teachmg more and more perfect.
1f either of these be wanting, the whole fabric receives a shock from which
tt 18 unable to recover. The great and important object is to have good
schoo!a. To have none isa great disadvantagg: but to have bad schools
in which erroristaught and learned, is a great misfortune. A superintend-
Ing power is the main spring of all schools. A moment’s reflection will
satisfy any one that the whole must hinge upon it. If the education of the

eople be seriously taken up, we may rest‘assured that the whole vigor and

ile of that education will depend upon the system by which it is to be regu-
lated. If it be weak and insecure, the schools will make no advance ; they
may, by some transient circumstances, have a momentary success, but there
will be no security that they do not speedily fall back into a deplorable state
of langour. If, however, these schoolsare placed under a vigorous and active
government, the spirit of that governmen: will be communicated to every
part of the machine, and will impart to it life and motion.”

t This provision in regard tothe dutiesand minimum of Local Superintend-
eats, 1 first submitted to the consideration of the Government on the 23rd of
February, 1849, It formed the 23rd Section of a then roposed ** Draft of
RBill making further provision for the improvement of (gommon Schools in
Upper Canada,’’—designed to remedy the defects of the then existing
School law, and to adapt it to the provisions of Mr. Attorney-General

The School Act imposing upon a loca! Superintendent not only
miscellaneous duties which require judgment and knowledge of men
and things, but a visitorial examination of each School once a
quarter, (which, if conducted as the law expressly enjoins, eannot
be performed in more than two Schools a-day,) and a lecture on
t.icution in each School Section once a year, and the sveminatien
of Teachors for the Sehaols, the County Council should spare no
pains to search out anc appoint men as local Superintendents who.
will command public attention as lecturers, who understand the true
principles of school organization and the improved modes of school
teaching, who will do justice to the great interests entrusted to
‘them by their examinations of teachers, their visitations of schiools,
and their patriotic exertions to diffase sound edueation and know-
lege as widely as possible, I doubt not each €ownty Councit will
respond to the spirit of the New-York State Superintendent of
Schools, when he says, 41t is fervently hoped that in every election
hereafter to be made of a Local Superintendent, the most compe-
tent individual, without reference to sect or party, will be selected.
On such a subject, where the good of their childsen is at stake, men
should dismiss their narrow prejudices, and tear in sunder the
shackles of party. They should consult only the greatest good of
the greatest number of the rising generation. They should direct
their preferences to those only who are the ardent friends of youth-
ful progress—to those only, the smoke of whose incense vffered in
this holy cause, daily ascends to heaven; whose lips have been
touched with a burning coa! from the altar.”

And as the selection to the office of Local Superintendent of
Schools should be made upon the sole ground of personal qualifica-
tion and character, and irrespective of party considerations, so
should the duties of the office be performed in the same spirit.
During the recent discussions in the Legislative Assembly on the
School Bill, it was averred on all rides that the office of Chief
Superintendent of Schools was and should be mnon-political—~that
whatever might have been the political opinions of the incumbent,
or of his mode of advocating them, previously to his appointment
to office, that, as in the cose of a judge, he should take no part in
party political questions during his continvance in office. On this
principle I have sacredly acted since my appointment to office, as
was admitted in gratifying terms by all parties in the discuxsion
referred to ; and I think the same principle should be insisted upon
by each County Council in respect to each local Superintendent of

Baldwin’s Municipal Council Bill, then before the Legislature. The fol-
lowing are the reasons [ assigned for this provision :

““The Tiwenty-third Section confers upon Township Superintenden:s, with-
in the limits of their respective jurisdictions, she powers of District Super-
intendents, with two vitally important provisos :—The one fixing the minie
mum of the allowance to Township Su(ferjntendents, [at one pound per
School ] the other prescribing additional dutirs of thg highest tmportance
to the progress of Common Schools [namely, that the Superintendent should
visit each School ouce a quarter, and deliver a lecture on Educaupn in each
Section, oncea year.] Without these provisos, 1 think the system'of Tuwn-
ship Superintendents will prove a failure, asit hasdone in the State of New-
York ; with these provisos, I think it will add very greatly to the efficiene
of our Comimon School System. In the * Municipal Corporations Bill,’ {
perceive the minimum of allowance to certuin officers is prescribed by law;
and | think such a provision absolutely essential to the e ciency of the office
of Township Superintendent. The inefficiency of the late office of Town.
ship Superintendent wag, [ am persuaded, chiefly owitig to the absence of
the provisos which 1 here propose. In somne instances, persons offered to
perform the duties of Township Superintendent gratuitously, and such offers
were invariably accepted ; but that gratuitous zeal soon subsided ; and as
gratuitous service is irresponsible service, those who performed it congider~
ed themselves entitled to gratitude for the litle that they did, rather than
liable to blame for the much that they did not. Besides, Whew there wers
rival eandidates [or the office, the lowest bidder almost alwaya received the
largest suffrage ; but when once in office, he would proportion his work to
his compensation. Such was the tendencr and practical effects of the sys-
tem: although there were many honourable exceptions. And a still worse
cffect of that system was. the appointment, under such circumstances, of
many incompetent persons. The first provise which | propose, will remove
all competition for the office upon pecuniary grounds ; and while the com-
pensation will be such as to secure the services of competent persons, the
duties enjoined by the second proviso can hardly be discharged. or even at-
tempted by incompetent persons. The second proviso will prevent the
Councils from appointing persons who are not competent to prepare and
deliver lectures: and persons who are competent to do that will be most
likely to be qualified to inspect and superintend the Schools— their qualifi-
cations for which will be necessarily increased by their obligations to pre-
pare public lectures on such subjects. The second proviso will p.oduce,
per annum, 12,000 school visits of Sl.vpemm-ndems2 instead of 3,000, asat
present, besides, 3,00 paliic schoc ! lectures,~one in each School Section
in Upper Canada. The vast amount of good which will result from sach
au_ arrangement, can scarcely be estimated.’”’—** Correspondence on the
subject of the School Law for Upper Canada,” lately luid befors, and printed
by order qf, the Legislative Assembly, page 32
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Schools, and should be faithfully acted upon by every person filling
that important office, thus making it equally confided in by all
classes of the community. I am sure every Municipal Council in
Upper Canada will agree with me, that the entire superintendence
of the School system, in all its parts and applications, should be
perfectly fiec from the spirit or tirge of political partizanship—that
its influencs, like vne geuial iight and warmth of the sun, should be
employed for the equal beuefit of all without regard to party, sect,
or colour.

1t will, of course, be a matter of discretionary consideration with
each County Conncil, as to whether it will leave any or all the
Township Superintendents in office during the remainder of the cur-
rent year, before re-appointing or changing them. If not re-ap-
pointed or changed, the present local Superintendents will, of course,
(as provided by the first Section of the Act) be paid for the
current year by the Council appointing them, and according to its
agreement with them. But they must henceforth perform their
duties according to the provisions of the new School Act,—the
basis and authority for all Common School proceedings of every
description. In all cases where the superintendence of Schools in
any Township has not been provided for the current year, it will
be necessary for the County Council to supply that essential instru-
mentality in the payment of the School muaeys and the supervision
of the Bchools,

4. In respect to the exercise of other powers with which the Act
invests the County Council, I do not think it necess.ry to make
more than one or two remarks, I trust that by the commencement
of next year, provisions will be made for the establishment of School
libraries, when the County Council will be able to judge as to the
mode in which it can best emplay its legal power for the introduc-
tion and diffusion of that most potent element of high civilization.
The County Council is, of course, the best judge whether and to
what extent it may be desirable and expedient to make provision
4o give special or additional aid to new or needy School Sections,
on the recommendation of one or more local Superintendents.” It
will be important that the County Council see that all balances of
School moneys yet unexpended and in the hands of any local Super-
intendent, and all Township Assessments for raising part of the
current year's School fund, be paid into the hands of the Couniy
Treasurer or Sub-treasurer, and expended and accounted for in the
manner prescribed by the Act.

5. The spirit in which the provisions of the new School Act
have been, generally speaking, discussed and adopted in the Legis-
lature, I regard as an omen for the good of our country, and worthy
of imitation in all Municipal and Local School proceedings through-
out Upper Canada. Party differences were not per.uitted to mar
this great measure for the education of the people ; aud although
there were individual differences of opinion among men of difftrent
parties as to some details of the Bill, yet men of all parties united
in the support of its general principles, and in an earnest desire and
effort to render it as pertect as possible in all its provisions. I
hope that no party spirit will be permitted to impair the efficiency
of its sdministration in any Municipal Council, public meeting or
Corporation. In the great work of providing for the education of
the young, let partizanship and eectarianism be forgotten ; and all
acting as chri-tians and patriots, let us each endeavour to leave our
country better than we found it, and stamp upon the whole rising
and coming generations of Canada, the priuciples and spirit of an
active, & practical, a generous, and christian intelligence.

1. have the honour to be, Sir,
. Your obedient servant,
E. Ryezrsow.
To the Warden of the-———-of ——
et
[anrcovar.] [orrictaL.]

To the Mayors of Cities and Towns in Upper Canada, on the Duties
of City and Town Councils under the new Common School Act,
13tk asd 14h Viotorie, Chapter 45.
Ebucarion OrFice,
Toronto, August 12k, 1850.
Sir,—TIn transmitting 1o you a copy of the new Common
School Act for Upper Canada, [ wish to call the attention of
the Council over which you have been elected to preside, to
e prizoipal provisions relative to Cities and Towns. - These
previsions are contained in Sections 21, 22, 23, 24, and 47.

By the first section of the Act, you will perceive that all
the elections, appointments, contracts, assessments, &c., which
have taken place in your Municipality are confirmed until
fulfilled or superseded according to the provisions of the same.
By the 47th section, you will observe that an election of &
new Board of Trustoes is provided for in your Municipality
the first Tuesday in September next, and that you ure author-
ized and required to give due notices for the holding of such
election.

From the twenty-first and three following seciions of the
Act, it will be seen, that there is to be but one%oard of School
Trustees for each City or Town, asthere has been sin~e 18473
but that the Board of Trustees is to be elected by taxable in-
habitants, instead of being appointed, as heretofore, by the
Corporation. It is at variance with a fundamental principle
of representative government, to invest a Board of Trustees
who are not elected representatives of any constituency, with
discretionary power to raise or cause money to be raised for
School purposes ; it has been found that without such pewer,
their office is quite inadequate to accomplish the objects for
which it has been created. There is also reason to believe
that, as a general rule, persons who are formally elected by the
suffrages of their fellow-citizens at large for the special object
of representing and promoting their educational interests, will
be more likely to attend to those interests with greater energ
and zeal than the nominees of any Corporation—although muc
(and in some instances immense) good has been done during the
last three years by Boards of Trustees appointed by the Cor-

orations of the several Cities and Towns in Upper Canada.
Under the provisions of the new School Act, the School Trus-
tees of each City and Town are to be elected by a larger suf-
frage than the members of the municipal Council, and being
the representatives of their fellow-citizens for School purposes,
huve the management of all the Common School affairs of the
City or Town, and determine the sum or sums of money to be
raised for Common School purposes, and the manner in which
such sum or sums of money shall be provided. But as the
whole apparatus of agency for levying and collecting propertv
assessments, has already been created, and is in the hands of
the municipal Council, it would be superfluous and bad economy
to create a new municipal authority and a new agency of offi-
cers, &ec., for levying and collecting assessments for School
purposes. To do this, therefore, devolves upon the municipal
Council, whose duty in this respect is strictly ministerial.

This is the system which has been established with so much
success in the principal Cities and Towns of the neighbouring
States, from which we have adopted so much of our general
Common School system. In the City of New-York, for exam-
ple, the Board of Education (called with us Board of Trustees)
the members of which are elected in the several wards of the
City, as is provided in the new School Act with us, determines
the sum or sums of money necessary for every Common School
purpose, and the municipal authorities are required by law to
provide the sum or sums thus determined from time to time by
the School representatives of the people. And in behalf of no
object is there such unanimous and cordial willingness among
all classes and parties to contribute liberally, as for tie edu-
cation of the young.

In my Circular, dated the 15th January, 1848, addressed to
Heads of City and Town Corporations, I explained at large
the system of Schools required to supply the educational wants
of Cities and Towns, and for which provision is made by
establishing one general Board of Trustees with proper powers,
for all the %uhools in each City and Town. The expositions
referred to, need not be repeated in this place ; but after the
election of the new Boardsof Trustees for Cities and Towns,
I shall deem it my duty to address them on the nature of their
duties and responsibilities under the provisions of the present
School Act 3 an Act which I trust is destined to confer great
and lasting benefits upon the Cities, Towns, and Villages, as
well as Counties and Townships, of Upper Canada.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient ssrvant,
E. Rygrson.
To Hige——the Mayor of the ——— of ——.
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[cIRCULAR.] [oFFic1AL.]

To the Townreeves, on the Duties of Township Councils under
the new Common School Act for Upper Canada.

Epucarion Orrick,
Toronto, 12k August, 1850.
Sig,

In the eighteenth, and two following sections of the new
Common School Act for Upper Canada, (a copy of which I
herewith transmit) special powers and duties are conferred
upon Township Councils, in addition to the general powers
iiven them in the third clause of the thirty-first section of the

funicipal Corporations’ Act, 12th Victoria, chapter 81. On
the duties which are thus devolved upon Township Councils,
and this part of our School system, 1 think it proper to offer a
few practical remarks.

As in common life, there are some things which each indi-
vidual can do best alone, and other things which can be best
accomplished by combination with others ; so in our Municipal
and Common School systems, there are some interests which
can be best promoted by the Townships separately, and others
which can bs best consulted by the union of several Townships,
assembled, through their representatives, in County Council.
T'he line of demarcation which the Legislature hasdeemed it most
natural and advantageous to draw, in prescribing the respective
dutics of Township und County Councils, (that is of Townships
scparately and collectively, ) in the administration of the School
systemn, [ have pointed out in my Circular to County Wardens;
and [ need not, therefore, further allude to the subject in this
place.

1. The authority and duty of the Township Council to levy
assessments on certain conditions for the purchase of school sites,
the erection of School-houses, and other Comion School pur-
poses, are so plainly stated in the first clause of the 18th Sec-
tion asto require no other remark than this—that the inhabitants
ol each School Section ought certainly to be the judges as to
assessments levied upon them for the school purposes of their
own section, and their wishes should be carried into effect
without regard to the opinions of any person not belonging to
their Section ; and as the Councillors are the proper represen-
tatives of the Township on Township atfairs, so should the
Trustees of each School Section (or a majority of them) be
regarded as the representatives of such Section in its School
affairs, Such are the true principles involved in this clause of
the Act.

2. The second clause of the 18th Section of the Act, author-
izes the Council, at its discretion, to establish a Township Model
School. The attempts of local Councils to establish Model’
Schools have thus far proved entire failures; and, with one
exception, I think the money applied by the Councils and from
the School Grant for such Schools, has done little good. The
late District Councils have, in every instance except one, aban-
doned the attempt. 1 would suggest to each Township Council
to consider such a matter well before undertaking it. To the
success and usefulness of a Model School, a model teacher, at
any expense, is indispensable, and then a Model School-house
properly furnished, and then judicious and energstic mannge-
ment.

-8. The third and fourth clauses of this Section, relate to the
authority and duty of the Council in regard to the formation
and alteration of School Sections.  The formation and altera-
tion of School Sections is a duty, on the judicious performance
of which, the efficiency of the Schools greatly depends. The
conditions and precautions provided in the new Act relative to
the time and manner of making changes in the limits of School
Sections, will prevent the recurrence of the evils which have
been experienced und the compluints which have been fre-
quently made on this subject, and afford due protection to all
parties effected by such changes. The duty of forming and
altering School Sections, which was formerly enjoined upon
District Councils, now devolves upon Township Councils. I
know not that I can add anything on this point to the remarks
which I made in my first Circular addressed to the Heads of
Distriat Municipal Couneils, 1st {Urlober, 1846, Subsequent

experience has only confirmed me in the correctness and im
portance of those remarks, which are as follows :— :

“ Much—very much—in respect to the cfficiency of Common Bchools depends upon
the manner in which the provision of the law is acted upon. “Che tendency is 1o form
small Schocl Scetions ; each parent is anxious to have the School-house as close to his
own door as possible.  But the evil of torming small School Sections is as great as the
local tendency isstrong. I have been much impressed with the magnitude of this evil by
the reports of School Superintendents and Inspectors in the States of Massacbusetts and
New York—countrics similarly situated to our own, and whose experience on this im-
portant subject is highly valuable to us. They represent that the efficiency and useful-
ness of their Schools has been greatly retarded by the unwise tnultiplication of School
Sections—thus multiplying feeble and inefficient Schools, &c., subdividing the resources
of the inhabitants, as to put it cut of their power to build proper School-houses, or sup-
port competent teachers without incurring a burthen which ‘they are uawilling, if not
unabie t0 bear. The same documents also contain many curious statistics, proving that
on an average, the punciual attendance and proficiency of pupils residing from one to
two milex from the School far exceeds that of those pupils who recide within a less dis-
tance.  The purport of these statements is to show, that proxisity to the School is not
essential either to the punctual attendance or t0 the proficiency of pupils. The managers
of Cominon School education in these States have of late years directed their particular
attention to prevent and remedy this evil of small School Sections ; and they detail many
examples of beneficia) success.” Some of the advantages of large School Sections are, the
lessening of the burthen, upon each inhabitant, in establishing and supporting the
schools ; the erection of Letter buildings, and the procuring of geeawr conveniences for
instruction ; the employment of better teachers, and, therefore, the benefit of better edu-
cation for youth. The subject is, therefore, submitied 10 the grave consideration of- the
Council, whenever the exercise of this part of its powers may be required.”

4. It will be observed that special provision is made for the
formation and alteration of union School Sections, consisting of
parts of two or more Townships, and that alterations of Sections
and the formation of separate Sections, provided for in the 19th
Section, take effectthe 25th day of December—thus preventing
the inconvenience resulting from alterations in School Sections,
inthe course of the year, and at the same time providing that
the annual returns of children of school age residing in each
Section the last week in December, shall be a proper basis on
which to distribute the School Fund to School Sections the
ensuing year. It is hardly necessary for me to direct the
attention of the Council to the notifications required by the
third and fifth clauses of this Section of the Act. It isimportant
that the local Superintendent should be made acquainted with
all proceedings relative to the Schools of which he has the
oversight ; and for that reason provision is made in the 5th
Section, the 12th clause of the 12th Section, and the 5th clause
of this 18th Section of the Act.

5. The provision of the 19th Section, as far as it relates to
separate Protestant and Roman CatholicSchools, is substantially
the same as that contained in the 55th and 56th Sections of the
School Act of 1843 and in the 32nd and 33rd Sections of the
School Act of 1846, with the exception that the present Act
imposes more effective restrictions and conditions in the estab-
lishment of such scheols than either of the former Acts referred
to.  Under the City and Town School Act of 1847, the estab-
lishment of separate schools in Cities and Towns was at the
discretion of the Municipalities, and not at that of the applicant
parties. No complaints having been made against this provision
of the law, even in cities and towns, it was at first proposed
to extond the application of the same principle and provisions
to Township Municipalities ; but objections having been made
to it by some (both Protestant and Roman Catholic) Members of
the Legislature, the provision of the former School Act was
re-enacied—requiring however, the petition of twelve heads of.
families instead of ten inhabitants, as a condition of establishing
a separate school, and aiding it upon the principle of average
attendance, instead of at the discretion of the local Superinten~
dent, as under the former acts. But notwithstanding the exist-
ence of this provision of the law since 1843, there were Jast .
year but 51 separate schools in all Upper Cunada—nearly as
many of them being Protestant as Roman Catholic ; so that
this provision of the law is seldom acted upon, except in ex-
treme cases, aud is of little consequence for good or for evil—
the law providing effectual protection against interference with
the religious opinions and wishes of parents and guardians of
all classes, and there being no probability that separate schools
will be more injurious in time to come than they have been_
in time past. It is also to be observed, that a separate school
is entitled to no aid beyond a certain portion of the School-furd
for the salary of the Teacher. The School-house must be
provided, furnished, warmed, books procured, &c. by the per-
sons petitioning for the separate school. Nor are the patrons
or supporters of a separate school exempted from any of, the .,
local assessments or rates for Common School purposes.
The law provides equal protection for all classes. and ‘de-
nominations ; if there be any elr'ss or classes of cither Protet-
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ants or Roman Catholics who are not satisfied with the equal
protection secured to them by law in mixed schools, but wish to
have a school subservient to sectional religious purposes, they
should, of course, contribute in proportion, and not tax a whole
community for the support of sectarian interests.

8. The twentieth section of the Act provides, under certain
circumstances, for the incorporation of all the Schools in a
Township under one Board of Trustees, like all the Schools in
Cities and Towns. This would supersede the necessity of the
School-Section divisions of a Township, and establish one in-
terest and one management for all the schools in such Town-
ship. In the State of -Massachusetts, this option is given, as
the inhabitants of each town (called township with us) can have
each school managed by an elective committee of three (anal-
ogous to our Trustees), or all the schools managed by Select
Men (a Board of Trustees) for the whole town. The Hon.
Horace MANN states that schools managed according to the
latter method, are generally more efficient than those managed
by, separate committees. But the towns there are smaller in
geographical extent than our townships. 1 am not prepared
formally to recommend Township Boards of Trustees; but 1
think it is well for the inhabitants of each Township to have
the power of adopting it, if they desire to do so.

7. before concluding, 1 desire to advert to the relief which
the provisions of this Act afford Municipal Councils in the
settlement of school-section disputes. Heretofore, a very con-
siderable portion of the time of seme Municipal Councils has
been occupied in the invéstigation and discussion of such dis-
putes, at a heavy expense to the Municipalities, and often to
the satisfaction of no party. Besides, it was hardly fair to
make an elective Council a judicial tribunal for the impartial
trial of matters, affecting, in a considerable proportion of cases,
one or more individual Councillors themselves, or one or more
individual constituents, by whom one or more Councillor-judges
had been opposed or supported at municipal elections, or
whose anticipated support or opposition at future elections
might place Councillors in a position equally painful in the
investigation of such matters. It is a grave question of civil
polity, whether popularly elective bodies should be invested with
judigial functions.  The judicial decisions of such bodies have
generally been most severely criticized, and have exposed their
authors to more odium than have any other judges been linble
to for their decisions. The judicial decisions of the highest
elective body in the land—the Legislative Assembly—have
been questiofled even in the smallest matters,—such as a deci-
sion on the conduct of a newspaper reporter towards one of
its own members. I have always, therefore, considered it
impolitic and unjust to Councillors to impose upon them the
task of investigating and deciding upon personal matters of
dispute between their constituents, or in which they themselves
might be considered as interested parties. The new Act is
free from this objection. It will be seen by referring to the
eleventh section, to the 18th clause of the fwelfth section, and to
the seventeenth section, that the new Act provides for the settle-
ment of nearly all probable school-section disputes by a simple
unexpensive system of local arbitration, (without appeal fto
the Chief Superintendent, or to any other tribunal)—a mode of
settling disputes which 1 hope will soon become general
throughout the province.

8. ?hope to have it in my power, in the course of a few
months, to present each Township Council in Upper Canada
with & copy of a valuable work on School Architecture—con-
taining a great variety of plans of school-houses and premises,
specifications, and every information necessary to aid in the
erection and furnishing of school-houses, and providing every
description of school-apparatus. - I trust that each Township
Council will do honour to its important position in this great
work of the country’s education, and by the united and indivi-
dual example of its members, speedily succeed in rendering a
good school accessible to every child in the Municipality. I
believe the present School Act furnishes greater facilities than
any preceding one for the accomplishment of this object; a
party, a selfish, a slothful spirit alone can defeat it.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your Obedient Servant,
Il. Rvenrsox,

[circuLAR.] [oFFiCIAL.]

To each local Superintendent of Common Schools in Upper Canada
on their duties under the neww Common School Act.

EpucaTien OFFiCE,
Toronto, 12k August, 1850,

Sir,—With this Circular you will receive a copy of the new
School Act for Upper Canada, 13th and 14th Vic,, ch. 48, and
of the Forms and Instructions necessary for its due execution.

The duties which this Act imposes upon local Superin-
tendents are of the gravest importance ; and it is on the nature
of these duties and the manner of discharging them, that I
desire to address you on this occasion.

The new Act relieves each local Superintendent from being-
a Treasurer of school moneys, {rom keeping financial
accounts, and from giving bonds with sureties to the Municipal
Council appointing him. The County Treasurer isthe respon-
sible officer for the safe keeping and prompt payment of the
County School Fund, upon the orders of local Superintendents.
Whatever balances of School moneys may chance to be in
your hands, should be forthwith handed over to your County
Treasurer—you taking his receipt for the same.

1. The duties of each local Superintendent are clearly
pointed out in the several clauses of the thirty-first section of
the Act. The first duty mentioned is, to apportion the School
money notified to him by the County Clerk, to the several
School Sections within the limits of his charge. This he is to
do according to the average attendance of pupils in each School,
unless otherwise instructed by the Chief Superintendent of
Schools. The local distribution of the School Fund among the
several schools according to average attendance (the mean
attendance of pupils for both winter and summer being taken)
is an important provision of the law, and based upon reasons
which will be found in a note ;* but it should not be adopted
without previous and full notice to all parties concerned. 1t
is not, therefore, to beadopted the present year. You will this
year apportion the School money to the several sections within
the limits of your charge entitled to receive it, (as in former
years) according to the ratio of children over five and under
sixteen years of age in such sections respectively, as compared
with the whole number of children of the same ages in the

* ‘This provigion of the new Act was first submitted hy me 1o the consideration of the
Governor-General in Council the 14th October, 1448, in tranemitting ithe draft of a short
bill designed to remedy some of the defects of the School law of 1846. The reasous
assigned for the introduction of this new principle into the law relative to the apportion-
ment of School moneys, were as follows :—

“ The Twelftk Section proposes giving a discretionary power for the distribution of the
School Fund in each District to the several Schools, according to attemdance, instegd, of
according to School population. 'The Bathurst District Council has strongly advocal
attendawnce as the basis of distributing the District Schoul Fund.  As population has been
invariably adopted in all the po#uiar School Laws with which I have met, as the basie
of distributing the local School Fund of each County or Towu, as well us the State or
National Fund to0 the several Municipal localities, 1 hesitated in proposin an{vlo“m
until within a few months since, when 1 received the last Annual g the Massa~

h Board of Ed on, in which I find this distribution of the School Fund recom-
mended to the l::fm:num with a torce of argument which, 1 think, cannot be resisted.
1 find experienced persons whom 1 have consulted of the same opinion. 1 find on exam-
ination, that in many large School Sections, the nttendance of puplla is often not larger
than in small ones. Distributing the School Fund according to dance will therefore
be favourable 1o small Sections. 1 find also that the attendance of pupils in new and
poor rural Sections and Townships is larger in proportion to the whole School population,
than in older Townships and Cities or ‘l'owns. ‘I'be adoption of the proposed principle
of distribution, will therefore be favourable to the newer and poorest sections of the
country. This is the result of a most extended inquiry into the statisties of School atten-
dance 28 compared with School population in the State of Massacusetts : and the Seere-
tary of the State Board of Education concludes his argument on this point with the
following impressive remarks :—

« It is moat obvious, then, that an apportionment of the income of the Sehool Fund,
according to the average attendance of children upon the School—taking the mean of

dance for both and winter schoole—would conduce greatly to the benefit
of the sinaller, the more agncultual, aud the more sparsely populated Towns. It would
distribute the bounty of the Stateon the principle of helping those who help themeelves.
It would confer the benefit of the income on the children who attend the public Schoolr,
instead of bestowing it in behalf of children who attend Academies and private Schools,
and never enter public Schools at all; and }hus it would give a practical answer to the
rtinent question why money should be given to those who disdain to use it. And,
astly, it would be o new argument of greal weight in iany minds in favour of 3 more
uniform attendance upon School ; because, the detention from School of any child who
ought to be in it, would dimiuish the Town’s share of the income, and thus inflict palpa-
ble injustice, not only on the absentee, but on all other children in the Town.'”

In the Jgst Annual School Report of the Superintendent of Schools for the State of
New-Ydrk, laid before the Legislature a few months since, I find the same provision
recommended 10 the favourable consideration of the Legislature of that 8tate, in the fol-
lowing words :—

« 1t is respectfully suggested to the Legislature, whether the ratio of apportionment
and of distribution of the school money, wight not advantageously be so changed ax to
have reference to the attendance of pupils upon the district schools, for a certain avecified
period during the preceding year, instead of being upon either population, or the number
of children actually residing in the district. By the adoption of tnis mode of disrivu-ion,
strong induc would be p d to the taxable inhabitants of the several districts,
to place their children in the common schools, rnd 10 keep them there, for a sufficient
length of time to secure an additionzl chate i ihe pulhe money.

IR
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Township, or each Township, under vour superintendence.
In my Circular to County Clerks, 1 have adverted to the man-
ner in which these data should be furnished to any local Super-
intendent who may not have obtained them.

2. Having apportioned the schoal money to the several sec-
tion< within the limits of his charge, the local Superintendeuds
noxt duty is to pay the money thus apportioved to legally
qualificd Teachers, and no others, on the lawful orders o” Trus-
tees. The proviso ot the Jjifteenth section of the Act gives
validity to the certificates ol qualification by local Superin-
tendents during the preseut year. No Teucher who has not
such a certificate, or who cannoi procure one, is entitled to
any part of the School Fund. Before the end of the current
year, [ trust regulations and provisions will be made for the
more uniform and thorough examination of Teachers, and the
more systematic and equitable classification of them. In my
circular to Wardens of Counties, and in my remarks in chapter
V. of the Forms ana Instructions, | have sufficiently adverted
to the manner of paying Teachers, and accounting for School
moneys under the provisions of the new Act.

3. The next, and of all the duties of the local Superinten-
dent, the most vitally important, is the inspection of Schools.
The provision of the law is explicit, both as to the frequency
and the manner of this inspection. The law requires each
local Superintendent, ¢ To visit each School within his juris-
diction, at least once in each quarter ; and at the time of each
such visit, 10 examine into the condition of the school, as it
respects the progress of the pupils in learning, the order and
discipline observed, the system of instruction pursued, the mode
of keeping the school registers, the average attendance of
pupils, the character and condition of the building and premises,
and to give such advice as heshall think proper.”” I do not think
it is possible for a local Superintendent to observe, with any
sort of fidelity, even the letter of the law, without spending
nearly, if not quite, half-a-day in each School at each visit.
To deal in a few vague generalities on such occasions, and to
make it a kind of exhibition, is a burlesque on the object and
duty of'the inspection of Schools. Such an exhibition of gene-
ral results is appropriate at a public quarterly examination ;
but the object of inspection is much more detailed, practical
and thorough, and relates to the mode of proceeding in every
particular of school instruction and government. ‘The infre-
quency and very defective manner in which the Schools have
been inspected in some districts, hus given rise to objections
against the very office of local Superintendent.

To perform this duty with any degree of efficiency, a local
Superintendent should be acquainted with the best modes of
teaching every department of an English School, and be able
to explain and exemplify them. It is, of course, the local
Superintendent’s duty to witness the modes of teaching adopted
by the Teacher, but he should do something more. He should,
some part of the time, be an actor as well as spectator. To
do so fle must keep pace with the progress of the science of
teaching. When young, | taught a District Grammar School
some two years, and with some degree of reputed success ; but
the kind of teaching and school organization which would, in
many instances, have been applouded in this country twenty-
five to thirty years ago, ought not to be tolerated now. Every
man who has'ts do wiih Schools, ought to muke himself master
of the best modes of conduciing them in all the detailsof
arrangement, instruction, and discipline. A man commits a
wrong against Teachers, against children, and against the inte-
rests of school education, who seeks the office of local Super-
intendent without being qualified and able to fulfil all its func-
tions. In respect to the manner of performing the visilorial
part of your duties, I have nothing material to add to the sug-
gestions which I made in my circular to District Superinten-
dents of Schools in December, 1816. They are as follows : —

Your own !n:l;lmtlon of the Schools must be chiefly relied upon as the basis of your
judgnent, and the source of your infc:nation, as 1o the ch~racter and methods of school
instruction, discipli t, accommodarions, &e.: and on this subject, we
ought not to content ourselves with those exterior and general facts which have hitherto
been the special, and almost only subjects of School Reports, such as the number of
schools, that of pupils, their age, the sums expended, &c. These items of information
are of upquestionable importance ; and cvery means ought to be ewployed to render
them more exactand complete. But it is not of less importance to know the interior
regime of the Schools—the aptitude, the zeal, the deportment of the Teachers—their
relations with the pupils, the Trusteos and the neighbourbood—the progicss and attain-

ments of the pupils, and, in a word, the whole moral and social character and results of
the instruction given, as far as can be ascertained. Such inforination cannot be acquired
from Reports and Statistical Tables ; it can only be obtained by special visits, and hg
sonal conversation and observation—by an examinatios of the several classes, in
ifferent branches of study, soas to enable you to ascertain the degree and efficiency of
the inetruction imparted.

In the Iaspection of Schocls, I would suggest something like the following order and
subjects of inquiry and casminution :—-

¥ Afeihamisn) deequeements.—'Lhe tenure of the property : the materials, dimensions
and plan of the buildings ; how lign'ed, warmed, and ventilated ; if any clags-rocms are
provided for the separate instruction (t part of the childrea : if there is a lobby, or closet,
for hats, cloaks, bonnets, &c.; how the desks and seats are arrarged and constructed,
and with what conveuiences ; what arrungements for the Teacher ; what play-ground is
provided ; what gymnastic apparatus. if any ; whether there be a veell, and proper con~
veniences for private purposes. )

II. Mcans of Instruction.—The Bodks used in the several classes, under the heads of
Reading, Arithinetic, Geograrhy, &c.i the Apparatus provided, as Tablets, Mape,
Globes, Black-boards, Models, Cabinets, Library, &e.

II1. Organization.—Arrangement of classer ; whether each child is taught by the
same Teacher ; if any Assistant or Assistants are employed, to what extent, how semu~
nerated, and how qualified.

IV. Discipline.—1f the pupils change places in their reveral classes, or whether they
are marked at each lesson, or exercise, according to their relative merit; if distinction
depends on intellectual proficiency, or on a mixed estimate of intellectual proficiency and
moral conduct, or on moral conduct only ; what rewards, if any ; whether corporeal
punishments are employed—if so, their nature, and whether inflicted publicly or privately ;
what other punishments are used ; whether attendance is regular ; what religious exercises
are observed, and what religious instruction is given, if any.

V. Method of Instruction.—Whether mutual, or simultaneous, or individual, or mixed ;
if mutual, the number of Monitors, of what attainments, how appointed, how employed 5
if simultaneous, that is, by classes, to what subjects of instruction : whether the simul-
taneous method is not more or less mingled with individual teaching, and on what sub-
jects 5 to what extent the intellecwal, or the mere rote method is pursued, and on what
subjects ; how far the interrogative method only is used ; whether the suggestive method
is employed ; whether the elliptical method is resorted t0; how the attainments in the
lessous are variously tested—by individual oral interrogation—by requiring ‘ written
answers to writlen questions—or by requiring an abstract of the lesson to be written from

memory.
VI. Attainments of Pupils.—1. In Reading ; whether they can read imperfeetly,
decently, or with ease avd expression. 2. In Wriling ; whether they can write at all, or
imperfectly, decently, or with ease and elegance. 3. In Arithmetic ; whether acquainted
with Notation and Numeration, Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, Division, or not,
respectively ; whether skilful in them ; whether acquainted with the Tables of Moneys,
Weights, Measures, and skilful in them ; whether acquainted with the compourd rules,
and skilful in them ; whether acquainted with the higher rules, and skilful in them ;
whether acquainted with the exercises in mental arithmetic, and skilful in them. 4. In
Grammar ; whether acquainted with its divisions, rules of orthography, parts of speech,
their nature and modifications, parsing, composition, &c. 5. Geography, History, Book-
keeping, &c. ; the order of questions, suggested by the nature of the subl)ecl. The extent
and degree of minuteness with which the inepection will be prosecuted, in respect to any,
or all of the foregoing and kindred subjects, must, of course, depend on circumstances.

4. Another most important duty required of each local
Superintendent is, ** To deliver in each School Secrion, at least
once a-year, a public lecture on some subject connecled with the
objects, principles, and means of practical educstion.”” The
education of a free people is, to a great extent, a system of
voluntary exertion. There may bea good School law, and
there may be a large School fund ; and yet education may
decline. Massachusetts without a farthing’s State Schoo! Fund
until since 1835 (and it amounts now to only a few thousand
dollars a-year) has nobly advanced in the sound and universal
education of her youth 5 while Connecticut, with the largest
School Fund of any State in America in proportion to her
population, has ignobly declined in the same great work of
patriotism and humanity. In a ¢ Prizs Essay [published in
the appendix to the last School Report of the State Commis-
sioner| on the necessity and means of improving the Common
Schools of Connecticut,” 1 find the following, among moany
similar statements :— )

A few yenrs since, the name of Connecticut was joned in ion with Ct
Schools, with honor, only ; it fs now, in this connexion, coupled with expressions of
doubt and et, and that by wise and sober men. Her large State endowment is
described as having put her effectually asleep, as having sent her 1o * Sleepy Hollow,”
from the influence of which, when she is aroused for a moment, it is to talk of her noble
School Fund and James HiLLaoUSE, just as Rip VAN WinkLe did of his bours who
had been dead forty years. The 8chool Fund is quoted every where ot of Connecticut—
we venture to say it is quoted in every other State in the Union—as 8 warsing and exam-

to deter them from giving the proceeds of their own funds, etco:g! onlion the condi-
tion, that those who receive, shall themseives raise as much as they take, and report
annually as to the results. Those who go from other States into Connecticut, can hardly
eredit the testimony of their own senses when they are forced t0 believe the apathy that
prevails. Every newspaper and every lecturer out of Connecticut, high and ro.w. igno-~
rant and knowing, sneers at the Connecticut School Fund, and the present condition of
Connecticut Schools.—These who go from Connecticut into other States, and from
them into Connecticut, feel a shock in the transition. It is like going from a cellar into
sunshine, or from sunshine into a cellar, We know an intelligeat gentleman who has
seen his scores of. years, who has recently remwoved from Rhode Jsland into the * land of
steady habits,” and can hard.y understand or believe that the apathy which he finds, can
be areality. ‘The writer has within a few years made the change  the other way, from
Connecticut to the Bay State. He, t00, has been forcibly impressed with the contrast.
In one particular, this contrast is very striking. In Connecticut, the people have been
uaded, that to be taxed for the support of Common Schools js 8 Jevy upon the poor,
bor the schools of the rich. In Massachusetts, the people kmow that all such taxes are 3
lawful tribute from the rich, for the henefilof the poor. “We have seen in the latter State,
in a crowded town-meeting, a thoueand hands raised as by magic, to vote the largest of
two sums named by 8 School Committee, a sum which was nearly a doilar for
individual of the entire population, men, women, and children. motion was made
by one of the wealthiest men in the town, whose own children were 100 old to attend the
putlic School. It was l:uppomii by others wealthicr than he, and baving no interest of

their own in the 8Bchools.

These facts demonstrate that the onward progress of the
education of a country does not depend, primarily or chiefly,
upon a School Fund or School law. but upon the spiri¢ and
action of the people ; and the great object of public School leo-
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tures is, to awaken that spirit and arouse this action. The
law requires that a voice should be lifted up on this subjeat in
every Scheol Section in Upper Canada; the commanding
authority of that voice will depend upon the ability, the indus-
ry, the heart, of each local Superintendent. No man ought
to aspire to the office, or retain it a week, who has not the
heart and ability to prepure and deliver public lectures in a
spirit and manner worthy, in a good degi e, of u cause inter-
woven with every vital inlerest of our country’s civilization and
happiness. We cannot be toostrongly impressed with the fact,
that the administration of the school system is not like that of
any other Department of the Public Service—a vigilant and
effective oversight of the execution of the law, the protection
and development of the country’s resources: the due adminis-
tration of the school system—and indeed, properly speaking,
the great ebject of it, besides the ordinary administration of the
law—is to excite and maintain as widely, and in as high a
degree, as possible, among all classes of the community, a
-correct appreciation of the nature and importance of popular
-education, and a spirit of intelligence, philanthropy, and
patriotism in the adoption of the diversified means necessary for
ahe attainment of that end. From the office of the Chief Su-
perintendent, down to the desk of the humblest Teacher, a moral
influence, an energy, a vitality should be sent forth in behalf
-of the education of youth and the diffusion of useful knowledge
among the people. If the right spirit glow in the bosom of
«every Superintendent, it will appear in every public lecture, in
every school visit, on every proper occasion in the intercourse
of private-and public life, and the results will scon be manifest
in every municipality of Upperi:Canada. On the other hand,
great must be the responsibility, and deep the disgrace, of any
Superintendent, who shall suffer the interests of Schools to
droop aund die, or linger on in a sickly condition, under his
oversight.

5. Onthe duties.of a local .Superintendent respecting school
books and attending meetings of the County Board of Public
Instruction, 1 will not remark at any length. The former
topic | have discussed at some length in my annual School
Report for 1849,—which will be printed, and a copy sent to
You, in the course of & munth or two; and, on the latter topic,
some practical suggestions will be made when the Programme
for the examination and classification of Tenchers shall have
been prepared and published. Nor need I here offer any
-observations upon the duties impcsed upon yeu by the subse-
<quent clauses of this thinty-first section or the Act. 1 doubt not
but the several previsions respecting the support and duties of
the office of local Superintendent, will contribute very much to
its efficiency and nsefulness.

6. Ittherefore remains with-each incumbent to say, whether
the spirit and intentions of the law shall be fulfilled within his
jurisdiction, as far as depends.on the performance of the duties
ot his effice. The Act has been passed by the Legislature in
the spirit of a %:anerous nationality ; the spirit of patrietism
prevailed over the selfishness of party during the Parliamentary
deliberations on this subject. The Government duly apprecia-
ted the wants and interests of the whole country in the prepara-
tion of the measure, andall parties in the Legislature cordially
responded teit. 1n the same non-party and national spirit, 1
hope to see the law administered. In 1841, the common
school law of the State of New-York was so amended as to
authorize and require the Board of Supervisors of each County
{(a body in school matters simitar to0 a County Council with us)
to appoint a County Superintendent of Common Schools. In
a Digest of the Common School System of the State of New-York.
published in 1344 by the Deputy, under the auspices of the State
8uperintendent of Schools, 1 find the following remarks, which
1 coinmend to your serieus attention :—

As the usefulness of local Supefintendents will depend mainly on the influence the
shaill bs able % exercise upon e and teachers of Schoolg. and upon parents anzl,
the ighabitants of districts generally, they will endeavour to deserve that influence by their
de; nt, and studiously to avold everything which may impair it. Hence it will be
indispensable that they should abstain wholly and absolutely from all interference in any
Yoeal divisions, or in any questions by which the community in 2ny town or district may
be agitated : and although they cannot be expected to ahardon their political sentmments,
Yot st is obviows tAat any participalion in measures Lo promote the success of any political
g:y, will not only dimish their infuence and impair the.v usefulness, by excil.ig suspi-

on xu. odjects of their movements and measurcs, but will expose the office they hold to
- ioaTive hostility that will not ceasc until it is abolished. The intelligence qf our
’ompm not tolerale the idea of the agents of public instricion becoming the emissarics
o Parti:an management.

The conviction expressed in the concluding sentences of this
quotation, has been painfully realized. As party politics ran
high, it was found that the appointments of local Superinten-
dents were made, to a considerable extent, in the spirit of
political partizanship, and the influence of the office was fre-
qnently employed for partizan purposes. A clamor was soon
raised agninst the office itself, which resulted in its abolition in
1847. Great efforts have been mude during the last two years,
by the State Superintendent and other experienced educationists,
to restore the office, and place iton a better footing than here-
tofore. These facts are admonitory. A man’s qualifica-
tions, irrespective of sect or party, should influence his
appointment to the office ; but when once appointed, and during
his continuance in office, he should act in the spirit of im-
partiality and kindness towards all persuasions and parties.
This has been the avowal of the Government and the sense of
the Legislature in regard to the office and duties of the Chief
Superintendent; and I think it was equally understood and
intended, that no tinge of partizanship should attach to the
supervision of schools, even in the remotest township of the
Province. The spirit of the vow made by the Prussian School
Counsellor DinTkr, should imbue the heart of every School
officer in Upper Canada : ¢ I promised God, thatI would look
upon every Prussian peasant child as a being who could com-
plain of me before God, if I did provide him the best education,
asa man and a Christian, which it was possible for me to
provide.”

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
E. Ryerson,
R
[crrcoLaR.] [oFFiciAL.]

To the Trustees of Common Schools in Upper Canada, on their
duties under the new School Act, 13th & 14th, Victoria, Ch. 48.

Epucation OFFICE,
Toronto, 12th August, 1850.

Genrremen,—Having caused the new School Act to be
printed, and having provided for sending a copy of it to each
of the 3,036 Corporations of Common School Trustees in
Upper Canada, 1 now address a few words to you on your du-
ties and responsibilities under the provisions of that Act.

The Correspondence on the Common School Law, which has
been recently printed by order of the Legislative Assembly, fur-
nishes evidence that in every communication which I have ad-
dressed to the Government on the subject of our school law,
during upwards of four years, 1 have endeavoured to get bath
Trustees and Teachers placed in a better position, for the fulfil-
ment of their duties and the protection of their interests. . 1 am
happy that the provisions of the niew Act contain all that I
have sought for in both these respects; and I can now con-
gratulate Trustees of Common Schools in Upper Canada.on
their being placed in a position more favorable for the efficient
and satisfuctory discharge of their duties, than the Trustees of
Common Schools in any State of America.

The new Act confirms all past elections, appointments, con-
tracts, assessments, rates, &c., while it gives to all parties con-
cerned the advantages of its own provisions in the execution of
whatever may have been commenced or undertaken under the
authority of any previous Act. Nothing, therefore, in any
part of eur school operations, is, in .the shgh}est degree .deran-
ged ; but Trustees are provided “:nh additional faciliues,' as
they are invested with new obligations, to fulfil their previous
eagagements, and provide for the future interests of the schools
under their charge. The several clauses of the twelfth section
of the Act clearly specify the powers and duties of Trustees.
1 will only advert, at present, to the more important of them,

1. As the Representatives of the people in the Legistative
Assemuiy dciermine the amount of money to be exvended for
any object, or the salary of anv public officer to be employed;
so the Trustees, asthe Representatives of the people in a
School Section, have the sole power of de ermining the amount
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of the Teacher’s salary, and of the incidental expenses of the
School. They can also procure such apparatus and text-books
as they may judge expedient for the use of the pupils in the
School.  But the manner in which the salary of a Teacher and
other actual or estimated expenses of the School shall be raised,
is left to a public meeting of the tax-payers, to be called for
that purpose.  Then, if the whole of the expenses are not thus
provided for, the Trustees have authority to raise the balance
m sach manaer as they may think proper, either by voluntary
subscription, by rateson parents sending children to the School,
or rates on all the rateable property of the School Section.
‘Trustees themselves (and not a magistrate) issue the neces-
sary warrants for the collection of all rates levied by them on
resident rate-payers. Trustees can also, if they so desire,
petition the Township Council in behalf of any lawful meeting
to impose School Section rates, and the Council is required to
give effect to the request of such meeting, as expressed by the
‘Frustees. The Common School property of a Section is no
longer vested in the Municipal Council, but in the Corporation
of T'rustees, and is therefore liable for debts contracted by them.
T'rustees, are, therefore, furnished with every needful security
and means to enable them to establish a good school and pro-
vide for its efficient support. Faithful Trustees are provided
with a still further protection and assistance, in the penalties
which the Act imposes upon those Trustees who refuse or wil-
fully neglect to perform their duties. It has sometimes occur-
red, that Trustees have been thwarted or embarrassed in fulfil-
ling their engagements, or doing their duty, by one or other
of their colleagues refusing 1o act, and perhaps, in some
instances, actually supporting an opposition school. The 16th
clause of the twelfth section provides, that ¢ in case any of the
Trustecs shall wilfully neglect or refuse to exercise such corpo-
rate powers for the fulfilment of any contract or agreement
made by theny, he or they shall be personally responsible for the
fulfilment of such contract or agreement.” ‘I'he righth section
of the Act further provides, that ¢ every person chosen as Trus-
tee, and not having refused to accept, who shall at any time
refuse or neglect to perform the duties of his office, shall [orfeit
the sum of five pounds ; which sum or sums may be sued for
and recovered by the Trustees of the section, for its use, before
any Justice of the Peace.”

It will thus be secn that the Act makes effectual provision
against any person getting into the office of T'rustee, and then
refusing or negleciing to perform its dutiex; that it affords
ample protecticn to each Trustee who performs his duties, and
provides every means neeessary to enable Trustees to fulfil
their engagements. Instances sometimes occur, of parents or
individual Trustees refusing or neglecting to pay a Teacher on
the einrntion of his engagement,—the Teacher being thus
compelled to leave without the payment of his hard-earned dues,
and a debt thus perpetuated to the disadvantage of a new
‘Teacher and the future injury of the School. The seventeenth
section of the Act guards against this injustice and evil, by
providing that ‘f any Teacher shall be entitled to be paid at the
same rate mentioned in his agreement with the Trustees, even
at the expiration of the period of his agreement, until the Trus-
tees shall have paid him the whole of his salary, according 10
their engagement with him.””  This provision will prevent the
injurious accumulation of debts to Teachers in a section, and it
will furnish Trustees, desirous of performing their duties, with
satisfactory reasons for insisting upon the prompt payment of
the rates for the Teacher’s salary ; while it will afford protec-
tion to the discharged Teacher against any possible attempt to
wrong him.  Then the eleventh and seventeenth sections, and the
1Rth clause of the twelfth section, provide an easy mode of
arbitration, by which Trustees can settle any differences which
may arise hetween them and the Teacher, or other parties in
their School Section.

[ know not how a law, founded upon popular principles and
a due regard to the equal rights of all parties, can more effec-
tually provide for the easy and efficient discharge of the duties
of Trustees, the right of each School Section to manage its
own lecal affairs, and the means and facilities of education for
ail its children,

“erations of the country are truly in your hands,

2. On theduties of Trustees in respect to their Teacher and
School, I refer youto the second section of the General Regu-
lations, prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction, for the
ORrGANIZATION, GOVERNMENT, AND DiscipLINE OF Common
ScrooLs IN UpPER CaNADA. [t is needless for me to attempt
to add a word to the practical and impressive views there
expressed relative to the Duties of T'rustees; and I would also
recommend to your special attention the several sections of
those General Regulations, as also the Forms, and remarks
upon them, which [ have prepared according to law, to aid
Trustees in the performance of their duties,

3. It will be seen that the new Act provides every desirable
facility for the establishmentof Free Schools—Schools supported
by the property of all, and equally free to the children of all
—the only Schools which are, in my opinion, based upon the
true principles of national education, and adapted to national
wants. But I wish every School municipality to be the judge
as to the manner of supporting its own Schools ; and T think
the success of Free Schools will be greatly influenced by the
discretion exercised in their first establishment. As the very
object of a free School and the principle of supporting it, im-
plies a School for the common education ofall the children and
youth of a School Section, the first requisite towards its
accomplishment, is to provide a house and Teacher adequate
to thatend. To employ a Teacher incompetent to teach all the
school-going youth of a section, and yet to tax all the inhabi-
taats to pay tne salary of such incompetent teacher, is mani-
festly unjust. Trustees should, therefore, upon the ground of
justice to all School-rate payers, as well as from regard to
the interests of their children, employ none but a highly com-
petent teacher, when it is determined to have a free school.
A good school and o free school should be convertible terms,
as should an able teacher and a teacher of a free School. Then
will the quality and character of instruction be as much
advanced, asthe number of pupils will be multiplied, with the
establishment of every free school. The Appendix to my
School Report for 1849, contains copies of my addresses on
the subject of Free Schools throughout Upper Canada ; and the
Legislative Assembly has ordered a copy of that Report to be
furnished to each School Corporation in the Province. The
report itself also contains the sentiments of local Superinten-
dents and other enlightened friends of education on the subject
of Free Schools. That report will be printed and placed in
your hands in the course of two or three months. I will, there-
fore, dismiss the subject in this place, with the single additional
remark, that I hope, before the year 1860, to see the light of
o Free Scroow emitting its splendour and imparting its blessings
to every child of every School Section in Upper Canada.

It only remains for me, while [ again congratulate you on
the auspicious circumstances in which the new act places you,
to urge upon you the fulfilment of the high purposes of your
responsible office. The destinies of the rising and future gen-
The youth of
the land look up to you as the guardians and providers of that
edueation which will enable them to perform their duties to
their Maker, to their country, and to posterity. Surely you
cannot, you will not betray their interests and disappoint their
hopes. May they have reason to rise up and call you blessed !
May the fruits of your labours place Upper Canada in a posi-
tion of honour and pre-eminence among the other countries of
North America !

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen,
Your fellow-labourer and obedient servant,

E. Ryzreon.

P. 8. [ trust to be able, in the course of two or three months,
to present to each Township Council a copy of a valuable work
on School Architecture, containing a great variety of plans of
school-houses, with specifications, and directiors as te their
construction, furniture, &c. 1t will therefore be accessible to
the Trustees of the several School Sections in each Township,

. and will, I hope, contribute much to improve the character and.

convenience of our School houses and School premises,
E R.
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[ctreuLaR,] [oFFicIAL.]

T the Teacher of eack Common School in Upper Canada on his
T 7 dwty under the new Common School Act.

Eoucation OrricE,
Toronto, 14th dugust, 1850,
8Ir,

‘ The new Common School Act for Upper Canada is now
printed and distributed to all the municipalities and School Sections.
It;may be regarded as the great charter of Common School Teachers
in Upper Canada. It stamps their profession withnew importance,
and throws over their interests and character the shield of a new
protection. I can now say truly, that I know of no State, where a
popular School system exists, in which the rights and interests of
Teachers are so effectually protected, as under the provisions of the
new School Act for Upper Canada. The pages of the ¢ Journal
of Education” and the * Correspondence on the School Law,” lately
printed by order of the Legislative Assembly, attest the feelings I
have entertained and the efforts [ have made to elevate the position,
protect the rights, and improve the circumstances of School
teachers ; and I rejoice to witness the enactment of a law so far
satisfactory on this subject, as to prompt me, for the first time
during my five years’ occupancy of office, to address an official
circular to Teachers—believing that their position and prospects
are now sufficiently encouraging to justify me in holding up the pro-
fession of a Teacher as & comfortable as well as respectable and
useful employment for life.

2. The new Act provides Trustees of Common Schools with
greater facilities for raising the salaries of Teachers and furnishing
the Schools with all needful maps, apparatus, and text-books, than
I know of in any other country ; while, at the same time, it makes
corresponding provision for the punctual payment of Teachers, both
from the School Fund and School rates. You have only to study
carefully the provisions of the Act to be impressed with the con-
viction, that they have been conceived in the spirit of the warmest
regard for the interests and efficiency of the Teacher’s profession,
and contain all that can be secured by law to a Teacher, under a
system of local self-government, where the patronage and emolu-
ments’ of each School (beyond the amount of the School Fund
appottioned to each School Section) are in the hands of a local
elective Corporation, and not of a central Executive, as in other
systems of government. The facilities for Normal School Instruc-
tion to all Teachers who wish to avail themselves of it, are also
greeter, under the liberal provisions of the new Act, than in any
othér country in America. A valuable series of uniform text-books
coming so generally into use, and the Trustees being authorized to
supptly all the pupils with them, cannot fail greatly to relieve and
facilitate the labours of the Teacher. It will also be observed, in
the Regulations which have been made by the Council of Public
Instruction (ander the provisions of the new Act) that the inde-
pendence of the Teacher, in the teaching and classification of his
8chool, ie placed beyond petty interference or individual tyranny.
Under the more effective system for examining and lisencing
Teachers as provided for by the new Act, and the Programme for
the examination and classification of Teachers to be prepared by
the Council of Public Instruction, a proper line of demarcation will
bedrawn between Teachers according to their relative qualifications,
and each Teacher will acquire the position and advantage to which
he is entitled,

3. Such ﬁih’g your position, relations and prospects under the
provisiens of the new School Act, I am desirous of making a few
genersl remarks and suggestions relative to your future conduct.
Your general duties are prescribed in the several clauses of the
sizteenth section of the Act, and the rules acccording to which you
are to conduct your School, will be found in the third and fifth
sections, Chapter vi, of the General Regulations for the Organiza-
tion, Government, and Discipline of Common Schools, adopted by
the Council of Public Instruction. 1 hope you will meditate upon,
and make yourself thoroughly acquainted with the intention and
spirit of these requirements of the law and of the regulations
authorized by it. What I have now to offer is of a more general
character.

4, Permit me first to say, value your profession. If you do not
value it, others will not. But do not show your estimate of it, by
assuming lofty airs, or making lofty pretensions ; but by making
yourself thorougly master of it, by devoting your energies ta it, by

becoming imbued with its spirit. Let your actions speak, and let
your heart feel. If an orator would have his audience feel, he must
first feel himself; and if a Teacher does not feel, and does not give
proof that he feels, the value and importance of his work, can he
reasonably expect others to do so? We often hear it said,
“Teachers are not respected.” But is it not almost as often true,
that teachers do not respect themselves—that they do not act res-
pectably—that they themselves provoke the disrespect of which
they complain. A Teacher cannot be made respectable by Act of
Parliament. He must make himself so. In every ordinary em-
ployment of life, a man who acts upon high principles, and shows
that he understands and values his business, will invariably com-
mand respect. Nor are the Teacher and his work an exception to
the general rule. Nay, wherever a teacher has shown himself the
possessor of noble principles, and that he understood and loved his
work, has he not commanded respect, and soon acquired command-
ing influence in the neighborhood of his residence ? I am persua-
ded that the people of Upper Canada do not, to any considerable ex-
tent, disrespect teachers worthy of respect. A people in so young
a Province, and in the infancy of the school system, who voluntarily
taxed themselves last year to the amount of two hundred and seven-
ty-five thousand dollars (considerably more in proportion to popula-
tion than the amount raised last year by the people of the State of N,
York) for salaries of Teachers alone—irrespective of the legislative
school grant, and of the sums assessed and collected for the erection
of school-houses and the incidental expenses of schools—cannot but
respect every respectable Teacher, It is true that narrow and
mean views are entertained by some as to the amount of a teacher'’s
remuneration, but the same persons entertain similar views as to
the remuneration of all public officers. But the number of these
enemies of knowledge and petty tyrants of mental labour, will
diminish as intelligence and manly virtues advance in society.
«The large increase which has already, in many instances, taken
piace in the salaries of efficient Teachers, and thc increasing de-
mand for such Teachers in various partsof the Province, indicate a
progress full of encouraging hopes and anticipations for the future.
5. Then, if you value your profession yourself, employ the proper
means to give it a place, not only in the esteem, but in the interest
and sympathies of others. The profession of a Teacher is a means
to an end ; it exists not for the sake of the Teacher himself, but for ..
the interests of society., It is a work indispensible to the progress
and well-being of society. What is the Teacher's work? Ttisto .
develop the mind, to mould the heart, and to form the character of
the future citizens, magistrates and rulers of our land! Itista
teach and implant that which is the only true guarantee of liberty,
order, and social stability—the essential element of a country’s
prosperity and happiness.  8how that you sympathise with these
objects—that your heart is in them—that your thoughts and aims
do not terminate in yourself alone, but embrace others,—and espe-
cially encircle the rising generation. Such a spirit, like heat in
the atmosphere, will be diffusive.  Others will imbibe it ; : the
indifferent will become interested, and the selfich will begin to feel
the impulses of intelligent generosity ; parents will become increa-
singly anxious for the education of their children, and children
will become increasingly anxious to be educated. Inany neighbor-
hood, both in town and country, where any youth are allowed to
grow up uneducated, a Teacher should be an educational missiona-
ry, as well as an educational pastor ; and every instance of success
will add to his influence and means of support, as well as useful-
ness. No class of men in the country will derive so large an
individual advantage from the progress of society as School-teach-
ers, and they ought to be intent in efforts to excite every sentiment
and feeling, and to procure and circulate every publication, which
will tend to diffuse education and knowledge. A Teacher who folds
his arms in slothful inactivity—neither improving in knowledge
himself, nor advancing it among others—and yet complaining that
no Hercules comes to his relief, deserves neither respect nor assist-
ance ; while the Teacher who nobly exerts himself in both acquir-
ing and diffusing knowledge, will receive both emolument and res-
pect, if not admiration and applause.
6. The mutval intercourse of teachers—mutual visits to each
others’ Schools—forming, and meeting occasionally or periodicall
in Associations for mutual improvement, and the promotion of pre
fessional objects,—which are no other than public interests ;—thes
and kindred measures, in connexion with professional reading ane
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industry, cannot fail to contribute much to the success, enjoyment,
and social standing of teachers. Professional friendships will be
formed ; professional feeling will be enkindled ; professional zeal
and emulation will be excite. : rrofessionsl skill and usefulness will
be improved : and teachers will be more respected by the commmu-
nity at large, by thus evincing proper respeci for each other.
Faithful teachers have already cn their side the enlightened part of
the community, the press, the pulpit, and the Legislature. Let them
be true to themselves and to their profession. Lord Bacon has said
truly—¢Every man owes a debt to his profession”. On one occa-
sion some weeks since, I felt pained beyoad expression, in witness-
ing certain members of the Bir chiming in with a senseless and
shameful clamour against a profession, to members of which the
American people have at this moment entrusted every department
of their supreme govermgnent, and to the intelligence and patriotic
advocacy of which Upper Canada is indebted for every vestige of her
constitutional and municipal government, and the most valuable
statotes of civil and criminal jurisprudence, as well as the largest
facilities for public education, and some of the finest examples of
personal and social virtues. I hope that no temptation to pander to
the passions of prejudice, ignorance, or selfishness, will ever in-
duce you to forget the debt which you owe to your profession,
Beek to have it purged of every inebriate, every blasphemer, every
ignorant idler who ¢ cannot teach and will not learn ;" and do what in
you lies to stamp upon it the churacter of intelligence and virtve, and
make it worthy of that high respect and liberal support which an en-
lightened people will readily award to able teachers of their offspring.

. I would also offer & word of caution against discouragement
in your work, or disinclination to it, on account of irs compurative
obscurity. It is true, the circle of your daily labours is narrow,
and the results of them are remote ; there is little variety in your
employment, and the monotony of it is only varied by quarterly ex-
amiaations and short vacations. It therefore requires more than
ordinary patience, perseverance and benevolence to pursue your
work, month after month, and vear after vear, with unabated zeal
and energy. Yet your work is now a public profession, recognized
by law, and none but a Teacher examined and lisenced according to
law, is permitted to receive a farthing cf the public School Fund,
any more than a person not examined and admitt d to the Law
Bociety, is permitted v practice as a Barrister at Law. And the
results of the work performed in the humble school-house, though
remote, will not be uncertain, and may one day appear in the high-
est position of a free people’s gift, or in the most important affsirs
of a nation’s diplomacy, or in the most honoured relations of parental
and social life. The common schoul-house is the sole educational
eollege for the vast maj rity of the present youth and future fathers
and mothers of our country, That accomplished scholar and elegant
writer; Dr. Jarrp Srarxs, President of Harvard University, traces
his early training, and several years of his apprenticeship in teach-
ing, to the common school ; and the great American statesman and
orator, DAMIELWRRSTRR, is accustomed to refer to the common school
as his first alma mater, in which was laid the foundation of Lis future
character. Through long months, and in retirement and solitude,
the ltalian painter occupiel his hrush on a single piece of canvas;
but that canvas has, age after age, imparted instruction and delight
to hundreds of thousands. For years did the Grecian sculptor, in
almost exiled seclusion, employ his chisel on a single block of mar-
ble ; but that marble has survived the wreck of empires, and still
commands the admiration of the refined of all countries. Let the
practical philosophy of these facts be engraved upon the heart of
every right-minded Teacher, and it will sweeten his toil, and add
fresh attractions to every successive year of his iucreasingly skilful
and efficient labours,

I remain, Sir,
Your faithful friend and servant,
E. Ryeason,
——.

[oFriciaL ]

To the Clerks of the several Counties and Unioms of Counties in

Upper Canada, notifying the apportionment of the Annual
School Grant for 1850,

{crrcurar.]

Eptcatios Orrice,
Toromto, 30tk July, 1850,

8ir,—Pursuant to the provisions of the School Act passed during
the present session of the Legislature, entitled, ¢ An Act for the

better establishment and maintenance of Common Schools in Upper
Canada”, section 35, clauses 1st and 2nd, I herewith transmit to
you the certified Apportionment of the Legislative School Grant for
the current year to the several Townships in the County of which
you are Clerk.

I also transmit you & copy of the School Act, and of the Forms
and Tustructions for the execution of jts provisions.

According to the 4207 section of the Act, the money apportioned
Lo the several Townships of your County, js forthwith payable to
your County Treasurer.

As required by the third clause of the 27th section of the Act,
you will please notify the Local Superintendents of Schools of this
apportionment as far as relates to the Towrships under theijr charge
respectively, and notify me aleo of the name and address of ynur
County Treasurer, and of each Local Superintendent in your County;
also favour me with the infurmation, from time to time, required
by the last proviso of the same section.

Besides raising by local assessment a sum equa) (clear of all
charges of collection) to that now apportioned to the several Town-
ships of your County, it is important that two things be specially
provided for by the Council of which yon are Clerk : The one i,
to obtain forthwith from the late District Superintendent [if they
have not been aiready obtained] the last year's statistical returns of
the children of school age in each school-section and parts of sce-
tions in your County. These returns are the data upon which the
Local Superintendents must distribute the School Fund to the sev-
eral school-sections the present year. It will be necessary for
each Local Superintendent to be furnished with a copy of such
returns so far as they relate to the school-sections under his charge.
He cannot take the first step towards the apportionment of the

5chool money notified to him without these data.

It is also important that your County Council [consisting, as it
dces, of one or more representatives from each Township] take the
requisite steps to have all school moneys, either of the past or pre-
sent year, which now are or may come iato the hands of Township
Collectors or Local Superintendents, paid over to the County
Treasurer,—so that they may be paid out and accounted for ac-
cording to the provisions of the Act. ,

I regret the unavoidable necessity [arising from the state of the
School Law] which has compelled me  to defer, to 2o late & period,
the notification of the current year’s appurtionment of the School-
Grant. Itrust that such a necessity will not occur again, and that
the promptness of co-ordinate action on the part of each County
Council will provide for the payment of the assessment part of the
School Fund within the period prescribed by law.

I fear that the School Returns on which I have been compelled
[for the want of better dnta] to base the apnortionment to the va-

- rious Mumcipalities of Upper Canada, are defective in some instan- -

ces and exaggerated in others, I hope the general census of .the
Province, now in the course of being taken, will enable me to re- . .
vise and render the whule school apportionment more equitable, as
well as enable me to notity it to the several Municipalities at the
beginning of the ensuing year. .

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient Servan, ‘
E‘ RYRIION.
To the Clerk of the Municipal Council
of the of
—

APPORTIONMENT OF THE LEGISLATIVE SCHOOL GRANT
TO THE VARIOUS COUNTIES, UNITED COUNTIES, TOWNSHIPS, (IN-
CLUDING INCORPORATED VILLAGES,) CITIES AND TOWNS IN UPPER
CANADA, FOR THE YEAR 1850.

GENERAL ABSTRACT of the Appﬂlil;ns?;ﬂt of the Legislative School Grant for ths Years

and 1850 ;. —
In 191:3 " ’ :17.13'04 1&:0.
Apportioned to the Counties, ... ....e.... £17,233 a
Apportioned to the Cities, ............. §87 10 &3 3
Apportioned to the Tosvns, . ..........,. 31 7 4 78 ¢ ¢
District Model Schoolb and Poor Schools, . . . . 45 00 B e
218,867 16 6 £19,008 13 10

Grand Total apportioned, .« ... .
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Uwmrrep Couxties or STorRMONT, DUNDAS
AND GLENGARY.

(Lets the Eastern District.)
TOWNSHIPS. £ 8 D
Matlds, ............ 10017 8}
Mountain, ... ..o 0enes 5812
Williamsburgh, . « . ¢« o+ ¢ 10‘8 1211
Winchester, ... oo o ces 49 l.',z 4
OBnBbIUCK, oo v oo e -+ 108 6 44
Finch, . ovneenesnens 20 0 9
Cornwall, ...co0-¢ cee 108 12 12
Roxborough, . ..«-sssee 45 0
ﬁhurlouen urgh, o« oo 1355 18 1
€AYON, + oo co s s s
Lancastef, . « -+« ean 04 13 6.
Lochiel, ++--s+-++0s.. 88 9 4

Apportionment for 1850,. .£1,022 0 11}
Apportionment for 1849,..£1,013 3 8

Uwrrep CoUNTIES oF PRESCOTT AND

RusseLL.
(Late the Ottawa District.)

TOW NSHIPS. £ s n
Hawkes| West, ccoc00  T1 13
Hawkum East, .. . 63 13 0;
Longueil, .. .. ... . 2712
Caledonia, o oo 0 o . €N 6 4
Plantaganet North, ...... 28 8
Plantaganet South, ...... 11 12 9;
Alfred, . .......oonnee 819 8}
Clarence,. . « c.o oo oo o 616 7
Cumberland, .......... 1812 6
Russell, ....oovvenvnen 4 0 8
Cam| s ses s aarns 1 711,

Appotrtionment for 1850,.. £281 0 1,
A:pordonmu for 1849,.. 4278 2 4

County oF CARLETON.

(Late the Dalhousic Disirict.)
TOWNSHIPS. s.rlsa. fl
Nepean, . .. .covvvennn
Osgoods, .. 3 5
Maelboroughy eee o o v v o v o {1
North GOWer, o+ +-vn-vs 31 010
Torboltony « « « oo v v voosn 9485
March, ¢ocoeeuen . 14 19 6,
Gloucestet, » « « .. « 4313 7
Huntey, ceevvoeeesases 5019 8
FZIOY, «ovoee o v on .o 40 8

5
Goulbourne, . ......... 57 2 4

Apportionment for 1850,. . £395 3 2}
Agponionment for 1849,.. £302 10 2

Umred Countizs or Leeps AND GREN-

VILLE.

( Late ths Joknstown District.)
TOWNSEIPS. £ 8 b».
Elizabethtown, . ....... lglz}l
Eem 1101000 w s

Basard, . ..o een.. 92
Burgess, . . ...l 715 2
Kitdey, < c s voocravenns 97 0 1

South Elmsley, ... ...
Leeds and Lansdowne front, 83 7 3
Leeds and Lansdowne, rear,
South Crosby, .. ....... 31 010

Worth Crosby, ........ 3418 5}
Augusta, . - oo eo.... 14311 44
Edwardsburgh, « - . -.... 102 8 9
OXfordye e asoos s v vesses 118 B 1
Wolford, cemes s s e 0 o 85 7 3‘
South Gower, . .. --cssec 2 3 6

Apportionment for 1850,. . £1,164
‘Abportonment for 1649,. - £1,158

—

Uxrrep Couxnrigs or LANARK AND

NFREW.
(Late the Bathurst District.)
TOWNSHIPS, £ 8 D.
8 6 0
9 79
7410 0
65 19
1610 7
181011.
% :u
10
%y iy
0! ey, -
Hortom, .. o000 18391
Lanark, «ceceveees 6518 9
Mon ces e nnen 8014 2
McNab, .........cc00 2 3
Packenham, ......... 38 16
Pembroke and Btafford,. .. = 1413
Ramsay, «eevveuvnne 712

Pt
=
]
-3
DO D
a0+

y seseees s o

Apportionment for 1850,.. £755 1 9,
Appordonment for 1848,.. £750 0 5!

UmTtep CouNTIES OF FRONTENAC, LEN-
NOX AND ADDINGTON.

(Late the Midland District.)

TOWXNSHIPS.
5. D,
Pittshurgh, N 62 1 8
Kingsten, vvovunren .. 208 0 93
Lohorough, .......... 48 &8 6
Beaford, v.v. i 18 18 9|
Pordand, ........... 49 7 1
Camden, «.oeeovseee s 179 6 19
Sheflield, . ... «.oeee 5 6 5
Richmoad, .......... 3B 310
Erneswown, . .. .oaeien 128 10
Adolphusiwown, ceeee 17 16 11
Fredericksburgh,. . . .... €6 10 6
Auwherst lsland, .. ..... 2 8 9
Wolf fsland, ........ 5514 0f
Storrington, «e. v o co 0. 5912 0
Apportionment for 1850,..£1,078 4 7§
Apportionment for 1849,. .£1,077 3 3

Couxty or HasTings.
(Late Victoria District.)
TOWNSHIPS.

Thurlow ....
Sidney, ..
Tyendinaga,
Rawdon, ..
Huntingdon,
Hungerford,
Madoc, . .
Marmora,
Elzevir, . . .

Apportionment for 1850,. . £627 18 4}
Apportionment for 1849,.. £616 13 4

County or PrINCE EDwaRD,

(Late the Prince Edward District.)

TOWNSHIPS.
£ 8. b»
Hallowell, «oo. v 0o v 6L 6 1
tholy, e v evenn ot venen 42 7 5
Hillier, «.....ci0ucnn 0 3 1
Aweliasburgh, . . . ... .. 82 9 10}
Sophiasburgh, . ....... 85 810
Marysburgh, ......... 9 8 0
Apportionment for 1850,.. £437 4 5%
Apportionment for 1849,.. £434 5§ 9

Uxtrzp CouxTies or NORTRUMBERLAND
AND DURHAN.

(Late the Newcastle District.)
TOWNSHIPS.
£ 8. D.
Haldimand, +..cvavnn.e 86 18 4
Murray, . . oo eonee. ... 13118 8}
Cartwright, «cveveveeee 37 5 0
Clarke, ..ovveensnas.. 14311 48
Cavan, .oevvernan o 110 3 11,
Bouth Monaghan, .. . ... 31 16
Hamilton, ......ceveee 9 9
Manvers, c..oveeeneens 40 14 1
Hope, ccovvvv v e 107 1 190
Seynour, «veeesoeon. 51 4 4
Percy, v cvvieannnens 45 15
Cramahe, «cecoeecesne 103 4 3
Danlington, «vecee.... 1838 7 &

Apportionment for 1850,. . £1,167 11 1}
Apportionment for 1349,..£1,156 5 0

CouxtyY oF PETERBORO'.
(Late the Colborne District.)

TOWNSRIPS.

.'fel'é 7
Monaghan, «c .« ceoevees
%:lphodel,........... agig !l)i
MONt, saveesoessese
Dummer, +«eeescscsce 3513 11
T R 4611 3
Ennismore, «.o..c 000 1510 5
Emily, ...0000evene 8 7 3
Eldon, ...ovvevanenn 3116 4
Fenelon, .....c.ceves 8 10
Maripcsa, cocveerennes 62 1.8
Otonabee, . . . ....0.. .. w11
OB, +evevnnnnenenae 4611 3
Bmith, «evevrinneeaee 5819 7
Verulam, ..o, ..... . 1017 3§
Apportionment for 1850,. . £583 0 74
Apportionment for 1849,.. £5718 8 6

Couxty or YORK.

(Late the Home District.)

TOWNSHIPS. £ 8 D
Albien, «....... eee.s  AWT11 2
Brock, «vecesan 811 7
Caledon, +.vivvenaens 28 11 1
Chizgnacousey, «.oooee 178 17 €k
Eroticoke, .. ... e & 13 6
Gwillimbury East, ...... 6311 1
Gwillimbury North, .. ... 20 6 8
Gecrging, «.ocvaeeanan 18 3 2
Gore of Toronto, .« . ... . N 50
King, ..... creeseeses 19 5 9
Markbham, ........... 1817 8
Pickenng, e vevuveeces 156 10 6
Reach, - vvevviiananes 62 g
Scartor0’y e e e vee st ve g 0 O
BCOWy ceeveooensonnnne 12 9 1
TOrONtO, +svteeseceens 178 6 &4
Uxbridge, «..... . 19 911

Vaughan, «cocoevvnones
WHItDYs = v s v v nnnenes 3§
Whitchurch, «.oo0en.an 90 15 11

Thorah, ««vcoune 21 8 4
YOrK,cooeeereeenseas 21211 1
Marg, «..ccovs e oane 1 11

Apportionment for 1850,. £2,236 0
Apportionment for 1819,. £2,203 14 8

CoUNTY OF SIMCOE.

(Late the Simcoe District.)

TOWNSHIPS. £ 8 b
West Gwillimbury, ...... 112 510}
Tecumseth, «.c.covevee 19 §
MONO, «vecvvenceanans 67 18 0‘
Adjala, cvceoiecennnnn 55 111‘
Org, «.... 4817 ¢
Innisfil, . .. .coc0ennenn 47 9 10
Medonte, cvovoeveennas 2415 1
Notawasaga, s soeeves U1 48
St Vincent, «e-ssesse. 2019 of
Vespra, cooeossocnnsas 29 14 58
ES82, +o oo cocscaccans M 14 5
FIOs8, seaveveveracaan 8 16 11
TiOY, eeveesrencsacenn 14 71

TaY, cevevocorenosnns 5 7 lg
Mulmer, ...ceoveveenas 13 17 9
TOBROTONLO, + oo ¢ e e v av v 812 3§
South Orillia, «e.. .. .00 1113 ¢
North Orillia, . ....... 313 6
Sunnidale, ¢ ceoeersonna 411 6

Apportionment for 1830,. . £641 17 3
Apportionment for 1849,. . £637 11

—_—

UniTep CoUNTIES oF WENTWORTH AND

Havrtox.
(Late the Gore District.)

TOWNSHIPS. £ 8 D
Ancaster, . .. ... . 000 8 9 4
My o 2 v ronveannase 38 18 0
Beverly, ..... 108 12 11

Binbrooke, . 34 18

Brantford, . 146 13
Dumfries, . 205 13 0
Esquesing, . 126 910

Flamboro' East, 59 19
Flamboro® West, 69 16 10;

rG‘landt‘brd, e g
a8sagaw
Nel-on,.?.s?'..... .e 2
Oneida, «coveveveesns 30
38
69
50
50

Onond:
Saltfleet + . 200
8eneca, corees s cor .. .

Trafalgar, . ...

CouNty or WATERLOO.

(Late the Wellington District.)

TOWNSHIPS. £ s D
Guelph, ¢vv v v it v vene 93 2 6
Waerloo, coe o v oo v v e 17110 %
Willnot, « . ..o v v venes lve 17
Woolwieh, . . v o vt iuae 6 1
Nichol, ..o ot iauunss 54 6 &
Eramosad, « .. ovvonue 54 6 8
GarafraXa, - .. ..0vous 2 51
EriD, « o vvevnennoene 12 1
Amaranth, . . . .oiel ... 10 1 9,
Puslinch, «ceceeecnrse 9 286
Wellcsleyy ««ev v v veees 31 010
Peel, ... .ooeernnnnn 8 717
Arthur, o oveeee v ennn 41
Holland and Suilivan, ... 11 12 9
Derby and 8ydenham, ... U1
Apportionment for 1850,. £853 9 of
Apportionment for 1849,. £84715 3
CouNTY oF OXFORD.
(Late the Brock District.)
TOWNSHIPS. £ s D
Oakland, .......-000 2 3
Burford, ....... veree 85 7 3
Blenheim, . . ... ....00 81 9
Norwich, ........ vee 100 17 8
Dereham, ..... 48 9
Woodstock, . .. ]
Blandford, ... 14 14 16
Fast Oxford, . 9
East Zorra, . 60 10 7}
West Zorra, . . 1
Oxford North, .. 8B 5 7
Oxford West, . .. 65 19
Nissouri, « « coovoe o 6 18
Apportionment for 1850,. £13 3 7
Apportionmnent for 1849,. £708 7 1
CouNty or NorroLx.
(Late the Talbot District.)
TOWNSHIPS. £ 5. ».
Townsend, ....ccavue 118 16
Woodhouse, . .. ... ... 82 0 6
Walpole, «coveesanns 58 0 11,
Walsingham, ........ . 40 011
Windham, . -c.coveeenne 54 3 4
Charlotteville, .« . v ave 74 610
Rainham, coveeveevsran % 9
Middleton, +ceveee e 95 13
Houghton, +.....cvvee Q% 4
Apportionment for 1850,. £519 9 7}
Apportionment for 1849,. £315 19 11

CouNTY or MipDLESEX.

Apportionment for 1850,. £1,
Apportionmen for 1850,. £1,

g8

Unirep Counties or Lincoun, Harpi-
MAND AND WELLAND,

(Late the Niagara Dist
TOWNSHIPS. D.

Bertle, . . . ... . 7
Caistor,
Canboro’ 11
growland,

ayuga, ..
Climg:: cene
Dunn, ..

Gainsboro’,
Grantham,

©w
QSUG
(D &» QD Ch CA

Willoughby, +» - « .
Wainfleet, «-cocevecnas

298, 2298522325288RESH §
NMEED B e R enBumcam A

S i pen
SO A0SPRe iPy-ie

Apportionment for 185Q,.
Agpnrdonmt for 1846,.

g8
;

(Late the London Distrist.)
TOWNSHI?S, £ 5 b
Adelaide, vou.vei.... BT T
Aldboro’y . + . veer e, 2 5 5
Bayham, ¢ oo v v vunnnse 88 9 04
Carradoc,. « ecevvanasse 319 1
Delaware, . c socveavsee 23 2 0‘
Dorchester, .. ..cavuas 103 2 B.
Dunwich, . .. ...\ s 41 8 17
Ektrid, «....00i000. 4 8 7
| 25) T 8t 0 4‘
London, «..iivivenenn 1713 18 O
Malahide, .. .. . ...... 8 7 3t
Metcalfe, «vuvvoeoenes 9311 204
Mo8a, . .uueveecennnnninn 53 0 0
Southwold, +eeeeercecoves 10018 3
Wi j Y eeesesean lglg 5
Williams, oo v vveesen
Yarnnouth, «« o o co oo ves 138 10
Apportionment for 1850,. £1,208 11
Agggmanmentfoxmm. £1,108 9 110).

Umrep Couxries or Horox, Peata, an»
RUCE.

(Late the Hurgn District.)
TOWNsHIPS.

Ashfleld, c...... .. .,,,
Biddulph, ............

Blanchard, .. . .
Colbor

ne, .... .
Downie, .......
Ellice, . ...

245—-9:360@

£
9 6
20 11
2 2
1319
59 19
W 35
North Easthope, 3116
South Easthope, 18 1
Fullerton, .. . 8 7
Goderich, 9
Hullet, .. . 713 7
McGillivray, . 213 11
MceKillop, < e eveveeenes 2% 9ms
Stanley, coereccscsace 19 1
Stephen, . . . coeen oo e 912
Tuckersmith, «cvo o0 N 4
Ushorne, « « - ce v v venne 719 1
Wawanoeh, « « ccoaeaan, 317 ¥
Apportionment for 1850,. £425 8
Agporﬂonmentfor 1849,. £492 11 ?
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Uxirep CouNTIES OF Essex, KENT, AND § Mersea, . ...c.cccaaa 29 2
LAMBTON. Malden, ........o000 47 9 10,
. Moore and Enniskillen, ... 79
(Late the Western District.) [0 3413 9}
Plympton, «eeceeccanen %12 6
TOWNSHIPS. Raleigh, ... PR 62 7 I
£ 8 D.; Romney,.... 715 2
Anderton, .......c0.0 14 18 0 ¢ Rochester,. .. 15 810
Bosanquet, 337 Sandwich, ........... 12515 11,
Brooke, e .. 914 0 Sombra, «.iveeene 34 16 10
Colchester, .. . « ..o ..., 49 13 4 Sarnia, J.oc0nenee ) 23 10
Chatham,. . . -cae. % 9 gt Tilbury East, «co. oo eue 17 9 2%
Camden, . ....c.. 10 6 Tilbury West, - . +. . e 12 8 4
Dawn, ........ 31 010 § Warwick, +ecvavononen 2 1 0}
Dover, Bast and Wes 211 2 3 Z0ne, seesescnes e 51 7 5§
Gosfield, «eocen. . 43 9 2
Harwich, . 70 18 7}
Howard, . . ..oovvenans 66 8 7 Apportionment for 1850,.  £931 8 1
Maidatone, . ........... 19 B 64 § Apportionment for 1849,. £025 3 1}
[cirRcuLAR.] [oFFiciar.]

To the Clerks of the Municipal Councils of the several Cities and
Towns in Upper Canada, notifying the Apportionment of the
Legislative School Grant.

Epucartion OFFicE,
Toronto, 3st July, 1850,
Sir,—As required by the thirty-fifth section of the School Act, 13th
and 14th Vict., ch. 48, (a copy of which, with the Forms and Instruc-
tions to aid in executing its provisions I herewith transmit,) I have
the honour to intimate to you, for the information of the Council of
which you are Clerk, and of your Board. of Common School Trus-
teés, that the sum stated below opposite the name of your City or

Town has been apportioned for the current year out of the Legisla-

tive School-Grant. By the 42nd section of the Act, the amount of

school money apportioned to each City or Town is payable to the

Chamberlain or Treasurer of such City or Town. Your Treasurer

can forthwith apply and receive such apportionment for the current

year,

In accordance with the fwenty-first section of the Act, taken in
connexion with the 2nd proviso of the 8rd clause of the twenty-
seventkh section, you will please inform me of the name of the
Chemberlain or Treasurer of your City or Town, and favour me,
from time to time, with a copy of the proceedings of your Council

on School matters.

' I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,
E. Ryerson.

To the Clerk of the Municipal Council
of the __ of

. A AAAAAANANAN

APPORTIONMENT || APPORTIONMENT
CITIES. FOR 1849, FuR 1850,
Toronts, ... e cese £43319 2 . £426 16
Kingston, . . 293 10 10 25 1
Hamtiton, ceeee. . 190 0 2¢ 191 5 10§
TOWNS.
TONdON, cie e v veeernnnssvannans .o 11512 6 116 8 13
Cobourg, B 47 keptY
Rytown, . f e et e nee ey a 511 68 15
Niagara, oee o o oo ceve 61 2 6} 61 10 9,
St. Catharines, ...« . 6110 6L 9 3
Brockville, ...« - 57186 3 58 4
54 23 49
48 51 4811 1,
4 5 0 4611 3
4 18 40 7 1
guw | 2u
016 8 31 010
———— e —————
ELECTION OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES IN CITIES AND
TOWNS,

To the Tazable ‘Inhabitants of Cities and Towns in Upper
Canada, on the subject of their election of Boards of Common
School Trustees, on the first Tuesday in September next.

GenrLeMEN,—I beg to adopt this method of calling your atten-
tion to the important duty which devolves upon you of electing
Common Schoul Trustees on the first Tuesday of September next.
According to the provisions of the new Common School Act for Upper
Canada, there is to be but one Board of Trustees for the manage-
ment of all the Common Schools in each City and Town. That
Board is to be composed of two persons from each ward of such
City or Town ; which persons are to be elected by all the taxable

inhabitants of such ward, at the place of the last municipal election,
and in the same mapner as the members of the City or Town
Council are elected. One of the Trustees elected in each ward re-
tires from office the second Wednesday of January in each year,
and his place is to be filled by popular election. The Trustees
thus elected are the school representatives of the inhabitants of eack
City or Town. They have the sole power of employing Teachers
and of determining the sums which shall be raised and expended for
Common School purposes, and how and when such sums shall be
raised. They are the Common School Corporation of each City or
Town.

The character and condition of the Common Schools in each City
and Town will be determined by the character of the School Corpo-
ration elected. According to the 47th Section of the Act, the first
election takes place on the first Tuesday in next September, pur-
suant to notice by the Mayor of each City or Town. On the School
Corporations thus elected will devolve all the obligations which have
been incurred by the present Boards of School Trustees for Cities
and Towns.

The election of proper persons as School Trustees in the several
watds of each City and Town, is therefore a matter of the greatest
importance. They should, doubtless, be persons who understand the
Common School wants of their fellow-citizens or townsmen, and
who will take a deep and lively interest in supplying them. I would,
therefore, respectfully submit for your consideration, whether it
would not be well to have each Board composed, as near as may be,
of an equal number of Clergymen and Laymen—one Clergyman and
one Layman elected for each ward. Thus nearly, if not quite all
the religious persuasions of each City and Town would be repre-
sented through their Ministers ; and the laymen will be best able to
attend to the financial affairs of the Schools, and the Clergy will
have most leisure and be in the best position to attend to the charac-
ter and discipline of the Schools, and to use the most efficacious means
of securing the attendance of all eligible children in each City and
Town. The union of the representatives of several religious per-
suasions in each Board will effectually prevent any thing like mere
sectarianism in the Schools, while they will be invested with a
proper moral and Christian character ; and in all educational Boards
of which I have any knowledge, (and they are common in the
neighbouring States,) which consist partly of laymen and partly of
Clergy of different religious persursions, the proceedings are char~
acterised by harmony, propriety, and efficiency.

I therefore respectfully suggest for your consideration the impor-
tance of trying this plan of constituting your Boards of Common
School Trustees. If, on trial, it should not realize your expectations,
you can easily adopt another—as one half of each Board of Trus-
tees retire at the beginning of each year. But, if, on the other
hand, it shall be found to work well, (as I am persuaded it will)
the greatest benefit must result from thus securing the intelligence
and leisure and influence and zeal of the Clergy, in connexion with

. the laity of the different religious persuasions, in educating the

children of the masses of our fellow-citizens and townsmen ; and
their friendly and efficient co-operation in a wark of this kind, will,
[am confident, issue in increasingly friendly and fraternal feelings
in other respects and in other matters. It ia under the influence of
these convictions, that I bave taken the liberty to make the sug-
gestion, in calling your attention to the approaching election re-
quired by the new School Act. ‘ .
I have the henour to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant, .

Envcarion Orricg, E. Ryersox.

¢
Toronto, 15th August, 1850. §
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NOTICE TO THE CANADIAN PUBLIC.

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION THE MEDIUM OF ALL OFFICAL NOTICES, &c.,
FROM THE EDUCATION OFFICE FOR UFPPER CANADA.

Copy of @ Letter from the Chief Supers:

dent of Schools to the Pr ial Secretary.

EnucaTioNn Orrics,
Toronto, 16tk July, 1850.

Sir :—I have the honor to submit to the favourable consideration
of His Excellency the Governor-General in Council, the propriety
and advantage of my being authorized to make the Journal of
Education for Upper Canada the medium of Official Notices, In-
structions, &c., to the Municipal Councils, Superintendents, and
other officers concerned in the administration of the School Law.
This will be a great saving of expense in postage, a convenience Lo
this Department, and to all parties concerned, and a meansof diffusing
much practical information on School matters,

In the neighbouring State of New-York, this practice has long
obtained in the School Department. The State Superintendent
is authorized to subscribe annually to the amount of $2,400 for
some monthly School Journal of which he approves, to be supplied
to each School District (called School Sections with us), through-
out the State, and to make such Journal the medium of publishing
the School law, and communicating on School matters with local
School authorities. The Educational Journal selected, is not edited,
but ounly approved of by the State SBuperintendent. On the con-
trary, I have assumed both the labour and responsibility of editing
and publishing a monthly Educational Journal. The 15th clause of
the New School Bill, which passed the Legislative Assembly last
week, makes it the duty of each Corporation of Trustees to procure,
annually, for the benefit of their School Section, some periodical
devoted to Education. I suppose, that, generally, if not universally,
Trustees will feel it their interest and “duty” to procure the Journal
of Edvcation for Upper Canada. Making that Journal the medium
of official notices, communications, &ec., would add to its value and
usefulness, and render all parties interested in the School system
desirous of procuring it; and as I purpose to continue to do as I

have done,—devote every farthing received on account of the Journal |

of Education in defraying the mechanical expenses of its publica-
tion, every additional subscriber will enable me to increase its value
by illustrations in different departments of art, science, and natural
history, and make other improvements, which I cannot undertake
without a large subscription.

The convenience and practical benefits of the suggestion which I
now submit, may be inferred trom the following ‘extracts from reports
by the Superintendent of Schools in the State of New-York, In
his report for 1847, (pages 53, 54,) he says,—* The State sub-
scription to this periodical [ District School Journal] has been con-
tinued by the undersigned [the Honorable N. S. Benron] since
his appointinent, under the full conviction of its necessity and
importance, not only as a convenient medium of transmitting and
diffusing the orders, regulations, and decisions of the Depariment,
and the various laws passed by the Legislature, in velation to Com-
mon Schools to every School officer in the State, but as 8 most use-
ful -ageat in promulgating interesting and important information
equally beneficial to the public.”

The present State Superintendent of Schools, (the Honorable C.
Moraan) in his Schoel Report to the Legislature (page 14) for
1849, received by me a foew weeks since, sxys,—* The continuance
of the annual appropristion for a monthly periodical, exclusively
devoted to the subject of Education, and whick shall serve as a medium
of commimnication between this Department and the officers and in-
habitants of the several School districts; is respectfully recom-
mended.” :

I.do not:propose that any Notices, Circulars, Acts, &e., inserted
in theJottrmal of Education, should be charged as advertisements :

but I only desire that the Governor-General in Council may be
pleased to approve of my employing this method of communicating
with Municipal Bedies and School Officers, on matters connected
with this Department.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
{Signed) E. RYERSON.
The Honorable
James LBsuiE,
Seccretary of the Province.

Copy of $he Provincial Sccretary's Reply to ths foregoing Letter.

SecreTARY'S OFFICE,
Toronto, 30th July, 1850.

Rev. 8ir,—I am directed by the Governor-General to state, in
reply to your letter of the 16th instant, that His Excellency has
been pleased to direct me.to communicate to you his approval of the
plan therein proposed, viz.: of making the Jowrnal of Educadion
the medium of communicating Official Notices, Instructions, &c., .
from your Department to Municipal Councils, Saperintendents, and
other pereons concerned in the administration of the School Law in
Upper Canada.

T bave the honor to be, Rev. 8ir,

Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) J. LESLIE,
Secretary.
The Reverend
EcerTox Ryerson, D.D.,
Chief Supt. of Schaols, U.C.

In accordance with the foregoing correspondence, we hope the
Journal of Education will find its way into every Municipality and
School Section in Upper Canada. Several Municipal Councils and
many Trustees have already requested it. We hope all others wiil
do the same. Trustees will not, of course, do o at their own per-
sonal expense, but at that of the Scbool Section for which they act.
And to private individuals, who wish to be ioformed on all Schoot .
matters, and educational subjects generally, the payment of five shil-
lings a-year is a very small sacrifice in comparison of the advanta-
ges and satisfaction secured by it.

e ——————

LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS--NEW COMMON SCHOOL
ACT FOR UPPER CANADA.

In the last number of this Journal we inserted the new Common
School Act for Upper Canada, and all the Forms, Instructions and.
Regulations for conducting all proceedings under it. In the present.
number, we insert Circulars to the various Municipal Coupcils,
Local Superintendents, Trustees and Teachers on the principles
and provisions of the Act, and the begt means of giving them the
greatest possible effect. We have only now to make two remarks
respecting the proceedings of the Legislature on this measure, and
to give a summary view of its characteristics.

The proceedings of the Legislature indicate that this Act was no
party measure. It was considered as & Provincial measure ; and-
as such, it received the sanction of all parties in the Legislaturs.
Considering the experience of past years, and past. legislation on.
the Common School Law, aund the circumstances under which. the:
present Act was brought before the Legislature, and the carefuland
protracted examination and discussion of all its details, it may be
justly regarded as embodying the deliberate judgment of each branch
of the Legislature, and of all partics in it, as to the principles and
provisions of the Common School Law for Upper Canada. The
friends of education throughout the Province, may thercfore be sat-
isfied that the present law in all its lcading features will be perrﬁa-o .
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nent, and that future Legislation will be confined to the correction
of such defects as experience may detect, and the supply of such
wants as the progress of education may create. We fervently hope
that the amity and unanimity of all parties in the Legislature in pass-
ing the law, will be-but the harbinger of the smity and unanimity of
all parties throughout Upper Canada in carrying it into exccution.

Our second remark is of individual reference. It is well known
that for years the personnel of the Chief Superintendent of Schools,
and the principles aud machivery of the Common Sciiool system
which he has endeavoured to establish in Upper Canada, have been
variously and largely discussed, The deliberate judgment of the
ccuntry, through its Representatives of all parties in Parliament,
has at length been pronounced on these subjects, in the manner of
dealing with the salary, the department, aud the recommendations
of the Chief Superintendent of Schools; and that judgment thus
pronounced, amounts not only to a vote of confidence, but approval
of the proceedings which he has adopted for the introduction and
establishment of a system of Normal, Mode} and Common Schools
for Upper Canada. He cannot, therefore, but view these proceed-
ings of the Legislature with feelings of intense and grateful satie-
faction, and as the strongest additional obligation which the ap-
proving voice of Parliament can impose, to consecrate himself with
fresh confidence and devotion to the educational elevation of his
native country.

As to the characteristics of the new Act, we remark, that while
it is based upon the same great principles of co-operation between
the Legislature and Government, and the local Muuicipalitics
throughout the Province, and of general supervision of the schools,
as have existed since 1843, it provides for the important improve-
ments suggested by experience, in the several parts and details of
the school law.

1. It arranges under distinct heads, and epecifies in the plainest
language, the duties of the several parties who have to do with the
admiaistration of the schuol system ; an arrangement and classifi-
cation which were entirely lost sight of in the School Bill of last
year.

2. It provides by a simple, cheap and equitable mode for settling
at least nine-tenths of the most perplexing difficulties which have
arisen in years past, (and for which no provision exists in the bill of
last year, or in any preceding act,) relating to the sites of school-
houses, accounting for the expendituresof school-moneys in School-
sections, adjusting financial disputes between Trustees and Teachers;
thus saving the trouble attending appeals on such matters either to
the Chief Superintendent of Schools, or to the Municipal Councils,
the membe.s of which are paid by the day, and days of whose
time in successive sessions have been spent in the investigation of
such matters, attended by move or less of the parties concerned
during the whole of the proceedings.

3. It secures to the freeholders and householders in each school-
section the right and the power, without any external interference
whatever, of supporting their school in their own way, whether by
voluntary subecription, rate-bills for pupils, ur assessment according
to property ; a right and power which were but partially possessed
under the School Act of 1846, and which were materially abridged,
to the great embarrassment of Trustees, by the Bill of last year.

4. It protects School-sections against changes in their bounda-
ries without their own consent, and secures to them the right of
disposing of their own school property, when expedient, and of fair-
Iy and properly applying the proceeds of it; a right which was
wever before enjoyed by School-sections and parties contributing to
purehaee school-sites and the building of school-houses.

5. It makes more effectual provision than has hitherto been
made, for calling and conducting school-meetings for all purposes
and at all timnes required by the interests of schools; and gives to
Trustees meaus and facilities for procuring proper books, apparatus,
&c., and for sustaining their school, not conferred by any preceding
Act.

6. Tt provides for a more effective sysem than has yet been pro- -
vided, for the examinativn and licensing of School-teachers, the
inspection of the schools, and for school lectures—relieving loeal
Superintendents of the responsibility and trouble of keeping ac-
counts of moneys, and providing for their appointmeut and remu-
neration in 8 manner calculated to secure the best and most expe-
rienced men in each County for School Superintendents ; and thus
increasing the efficiency of the department of local inspection, which
is regarded in all school countries as a most vital part of an effic-
tive system of public instruction.

7. It provides a protection and security to the just rights and
interests of Teachers, not heretofore extended to them ; while it
provides corresponding means to enable Trustees to perform their
duties ard fulfil their engagements.

8. Tt provides more effectually than heretofore for supplying all the
schools with proper text-books ; and makes provision also for the
establishment, miantenance and management of School-librariea—
a maiter of the utmost importance to the whole country, It again
suthorizes the visitation of the schouls by the Clergy generally, and
other official persons, whose gratuitous visits and attention to the
interests of schouls for two or three years (in consequence of the
provision of the law) exceeded the expectations of the most san-
guine friends of education, and proved most beneficial in elevating
aad advancing it in popular estimation,

10. It makes better provision than has heretofore been made
against the loss, perversion and diminution of any part of the Com-
mon School Fund, with a sufficient provision at the same time for
the exigencies of any new or poor school-sections in any County.

11. It provides for a co-ordinate, but distinct and complete
system of schools adapted to the circumstances of Cities, Towns
and incorporated Villages.

12. While it provides for these improvements in the different
parts and branches of our School system, it carefully guards, in
the mode or introducing these improvements, against any derange~
ment or confusion in our present school operations.

Educational Intelligence.
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OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS—EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT, U, C.

His Exceriency THE Governor GEsEraL has been pleased to
make the following appointments, viz :—

The Reverend Egerton Ryerson, D.D., tobe Chief Superintendent of Schools for Up-
per Canada, under the Act of the present Session of Parliament for the better establish-
ment and maintenance of Common Bchools in that part of the Province.

John George Hodgins, Esquire, and Mr. Thomas Hodgins, to be First and Second
Clerks, respectively, in the Education Office, U. C.

The following persous to be and compose the Council of Public Instruction for Upper
Cenada, under the aforesaid Act, viz. :

The Reverend Egerton Ryerson, D.D., Chief Superintendent of Schools ;

The Right Reverend Frangois Marie de Charbonnel, D.D., Roman Catholic Bishop of
Toronto ;

The Reverend Henry James Grasett, A.M.; the Honble. Samuel Bealey Harriaon, @.0-

Joseph Curran Morrison, Esquire, M.P.P.; Hugh Scobie and James Soott Howard,
Esquires.

The Reverend John Jennings, and the Reverend Adam Liltie.

Jobn George Hodgins, Esquire, 10 be Recording Clerk 10 said Couneil.

The Honourable Francis Hincks, to be the Crown Member and Chalrmen of the B

dowment Boazd of the University of Toronto, and Upper Canada College and Royu!
Grammar School.
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No. 9.—Teachers' Institutes in Upper Canada—a circular from the Chief
guperintendent of Schools to Teachers, Superintendents, and other officers
of C Schaots throughout Upper Canada, appointing a time and
&::d for holding a Teachers' Institute in each County Town of Upper
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No. 10.—Blatk form of ‘Annual Report for 1819, furnished to each set of
Common School Trustees in Upper Canada—in addition to the blank forms
of Reports for Boards of School ‘T'rustees in Cities and Towns and District
Buperintendents, furnished yearly, « . ooeev o+ e vimnemeronansnsenns 1

No. 11.—Blank form qf Annual Report, for 1849, furnished to each Board of
Common School Trastees in Cities and Incorporate Towns, ... ... 149
No. 12.—Programme of the Seni-Annual Examination of the students and
pupils in the Normal and Model Schools for Upper Canada, at the close of
the winter session 1319-"30, «eo. i i i i vie i e vee s s e s
No. 13.~A comparative view of the exact chemical constitution of certain
Boils, Vegetables, and Manures—(a table compiled for the use of students
in the Normal School,) T T T P
No. 14.—Examimation Paper for His Excellency the Governor-General's two
Prizes in Agricultural Chemistry, Vegetable and Animal Physiology and
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MNo. 15.—Examination Paper for His Excellency the Governor-General’s two
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No. 16.—Blank form of Certificate given at the close of the first and second
sessions of the Normal School, 10 each student on leaving the Institution, 102

No. 17.—Blank Form of Certificate given at the close of the third, fourth and
fifth sessions of the Normal School, to each student then in attend
and ueemed worthy of'it, ...... [ PP |~ ]

No. 18.—Blank form of authority to the Masters of the Normal School 10 ex-
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approved of by the Chief Superintendent of Bchools, «vovovvveviavanens
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No. 20.—Blank fc..1 of requisition for a set of Text-Books, &c., given to each
student while aitending the Normal School, «oovveeene tevenenanene veees 166—167

Revised T'erms of JAdmission into the Normal School, Toronto,
Adopted the 12th of April, 1330, by the Board of Education for Upper Canada.—The
Board of Education anxious to adopt such measures as appear best calculated w render
the training of the Normal School as thcrough as pessille, and to ditfuse its advantages
over every County in Upper Canada as equally and as widely a¢ possible, adopts the fol-
Jowing regulations in regard to tire duration of the future Session of the Normal 8chool,
and tbe mode and terms of admitting and facilitating the attendance of Students at that
Institution. . v

OrperRep—I. That there shall, during each twelve months, be one Session, which
shall commence on the first Monday in September, and close the last week in May.

11. ‘That no male Student shall be admitted under eighteen years of age, nor a femals
student under the age of sixteen years: nor unless, in addition to the qualifications here-
tofore specified for i ( ly, 10 read and write ittelligibly, and understand the
simple rules of Arithmetic,) each Student be acquainted with the el of Geography

and English Grammar. ) A
each, heretofore allowed by the Board to a

{1I. That the weekly aid of five shillin, p-
roved Students to facilitate their attendance at the Normal School, shall be extended
gereafter for a period of nine months, under the following regulations :—1st—'T he Students
shall be admitted from the several Counties, Cities, and repr ive Towns in U]
Canada in proportion to the number of the Bepresentatives in the Legislative Auemglpyu:
namely, three for every County member, and two for every member of a City and Town.
The Township, Town and Citye Buperintendents of Common Schools are requested to
meet not later than the first Tuesday in August, (at least to the numkber of three) at ten
o'clock, o. M., in the County Town, to examine caudidates for admission into the Nor-
raal School during the ensuing Ression, in accordance with the terms of admission pre-
scribed by this Board, and recommend such as they shall judge qualified for admission,
and worthy of the facilities of attendance afforded by this Board,~arranging such ap~
proved Candidates in the order of merit,—inserting the names of all whow they recom-
mend,—how many soever there may be—aud forthwith transmitting their names 0 the
Chief Superintendent of Schools. %nd—S8hould any County, City. or representative
Town not avail itself of the facilities here otfered, a sufficient namber of approved Candi~
dates will be admitted from other places, teyond the proportion of Candidates above
specified ; and should not the compl of one hundred and tweuty Students he thus
recommended, the Board would receive a sufficient number of approved candidates, on
examination, as heretofore, at the ¢ ement of the Sessi

1V. That the foregoing Resolution i8 not to limit the numter of Teachers-in-training to
be admitted, on their personal application, (duly recommended) to free tuition, and the
use of books, without the addition of any allowance for Board during the Session.

V. That, in future, no private Ipupils be received into the Normal 8chool, but that the
Institution be confined exclusively, to the Instruction of Teachers-in-training ; nor shall
any persons te admitted as Students, unless, in addition to the qual.fications re';ured by
the third Resolution, they produce a certificate of good moral character, signed by the
Clergyman or Minister of the religious persunsion with which they are connected, and
declare their intention to devote themselves to school-teaching, and that their object in
coming to the Normal School is t0 qualify themselves better for the important duties of
that profession.

VI. That all Candidates for admission into the Normal School must present themeelves
during the first week, of the Session. otherwise they cannot be admitted ; they shall toard
and lodge in such houses, and under such regulations as are approved by the Board of
Education ; and their continuance in the School is conditional upon their dt
progress, and observance of the General Regulations prescribed by this Board.

11. That all commuaications be addressed to the Reverend Dr. Ryersow, Chief
Buperintendent of Schools, Toronto.

By Order of the Board of Education for Upper Canada,

J. Georee Hobains,

Epucatiox OFFICE, } Recording Clerk.

Toronto, 12th April, 1850.

N. B.—Board and lodging, for Students, may be obtained, at the Houses approved by
the Board of Education, at from 7s. 6d. to 1Cs. per week.

Messrs. Robertson and Hind, of the Normal School, Toronto,
have been busily engaged during the recess in travelling through the Upper Province and
lecturing on education and agricultural chemistry. Large assemblies of Teachers and
others have been gathered on these o and the results have proved highly grati-
fying. When we have a Normal 8chool in Montreal, the Lower Canadians will also
enjoy the advantage of Lectures. Perhaps it mignt not be amiss to procure some Lectures

beforehand. We throw out this hint for the coneideration of those concerned.—{Mon-
treal Pilot, 13th August,

Ezxamination U. C. College.—~The annual examination of the

upils of Upper Canada College, which took place last week, was highly satisfactory.
Ens Excellency the GovemglFe General was gr'esent at the distribution of prizu.‘:tn’d
delivered an eloqueut speech. The Governor G I's prize was ob d by Chancel
Blake's son.—{1bid. ’

Victoria College.—~The friends of this Institution are informed
that, in accordance with the decision of the Roard of May last, arrangements are being

made 10 ¢ the Winter 8 at Cobourg, sometime in the month of September..
—{Christian Guardian.

Acts relating to Education passed during the last Session of the
Legislature and assented to by His Eueollency.—An Act t0 remove certain douhts
Tespecting the intention of the Act of the last Session of the Parliament of this Province
for amending the Charter of the University of Toronto, and to provide for the insitution
and endowment of Regius and other Professorships, Lectureships, Fellowshipe, Schol-
arships, Exhibition;, Pir‘;]ze-r;eam_!doge.r rewards ;n the said Universit iiaud aor other

rposes connected with the said University, and with the Col and Royal Granuner
g‘éhool of Upper Canada College forming an appendage t.hereol'-‘e‘e v '
Ca.m;d Act for the better establisinnent and maintenance of Comman Schoals in Upper

naaa.

An Act to provide for the payment of the sum of mon

therein mentioned, for the use
and support of three additional Grammar S of Y
thousand eight hundred and forty-nine. Schools in the County of York, for the year ome

An Act to authorize the removal of the site of Victoria College from Cobourg 1o Toronto.
An Act to incorporate the Saint John’s Academy, L. C.
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‘Euitovial Notices, &¢.

THe TIME OF THE NEW SCHOOL ACT COMING INTO OPRRATION.
—Every actof the Legislature comes into force as soon as it receives
the Royal Assent, unless some express provision is made as to
the future condition or period of its taking effect. The new
School Act came into force the day on which it received the Royal
Assent, ‘and under its authority the Chief Superintendent and Coun-
<il of Public Instruction have been appointed, the Legislative School
Grant forthe year has been apportioned, and all the Forms and Regu-
lations have been adopted. All School proceedings in all the
Counties and School Sections in Upper Canada must be conducted
under its authority and according to its provisions.

CornctioN.—The Chapter of the new School Act for Upper
Canada should be 48, instead of 9, as stated in the last number of
this Journal. The number of the Chapter was set down as 9 in
the list of Bills assented to by the Governor General on the 24th of
July,—some time before the close of the Session ; but in classifying
and arranging all the Bills which bave been passed during the Ses-
sion, and to which the Royal assent has been given, the chapter of
the Common School Act for Upper Canada has been numbered 48.

ArrrOPRIATION FOR NORMAL ScHooL PrEMISES aND BuiLpines.
The Legislature has made the handsome appropriation of £15,000
for procuring Premises and erecting Buildings for a Provincial Nor-
mal and Model School. It is intended to procure a sufficient quan-
tity of ground for a Betanical Garden and Agricultural Experiments
—=s0 as to furnish practical illustrations of the courses of instruction
in Vegetable Physiology and Agricultural Chemistry. It is also
intended to keep in view the contemplated establishment of a School
of Art and Desig‘x}, in the construction and accommodations of the
Buildings, as well as the immediate objects of the Normal School.
Accommodations will be likewise provided for the Education Office,
and for a Depository of Apparatus and Books for School Libraries,
This is the first appropriation which was ever made by the Canadian
Legislature for the erection and permanent establishment of a
Peoples’ College, the direct object of which is to benefit the mass
of the population. We indulge the hope that we are entering on
a pew era in the diffusion of popular education and useful knowledge
in Upper Canada.

To CANDIDATES FOR ApmissioN To THE NormaL ScHoorL.—
For the information of such we again insert on page 127 of this
Journal, the Revised Terms of Admission to the Normal School.
We beligve that very few county authorities have formally taken
advndtage of the provisions contained in these Terms of Ad-
mission. Therefore, candidates, with the required certificates of
character, will be received, on examination, as heretofore, by the
authorities of the Normal School, at the commencement of the Ses-
sion. The next Session will commence the first Monday in Septem-
ber and close the last week in May, Candidates must present
themselves during the first week of the Session.

—

Noticg T0 TRusTEES AND LocAL SUPERINTENDENTS.—A suffi-
cient number of the July and August numbers of the Journal of
Education will be sent to each Local Superintendentin U. C., whose
Post Office address is known at this Office, to furnish each Corpo-
ration of School Trustees within his jurisdiction with a copy of
each. ——

* % ‘An#wers to numerous inquiries, addreesed to the Education

Ofticey will be found in the various Cireulars contained in this
number.

Anxuar Scuoor RErorT For UpPER CANADA ¥oOR THE _ﬁ}n
1849.—The contents of this Report will be found on the 127th page.
The friends of Common Schoo! education will read with pleasure
the following resolution, which was adopted by the Legislative As-
sembly two days before the close of the Session:—

* Hon. Mr. Price presented the Annual Report of the Normal, Model and Common
Schools in Upper Canada, for the year 1848, by the Chief Superintendent of Sehools.

* On motion of Mr. Price, it was ordered, that a sufficient number of copies of the sald
Report be printed, to furnish a copy to each Municipal Couneil, Local Supetintendént,
and Common School Corporation in Uﬂ)ex Canada, exclusive of the usual number
printed for the use of the Members of the House.”

Teacurs anp EpucaTional JourNALS.—Among the Laws
for the regulation of the Public Schools, in Alleghany, Pennsylva-
nis, is the following,—*I¢ shall be the duty of each Teacher 1o take
at least, one Periodical devoted to Education.” Ought not-each
Teacher in Canada be a law unto himself in this respect? Does
he not owe it to himself, his professional reputation, nay, to his
pecuniary interest, to take an educational periodical ?

CONTENTS OF THIS NUMBER.

I.—Cirreurars from the Chief Superintendent of Schools to the . raGE.
various Municipal and other officers concerned in the
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Notick To TrusTEES AND TEacHERS.—The following Schoal
Requisites may be obtained upon application to Mr. Hoverxs, Educa-
tion Office, Toronto : Any article of the School Apparatua (Small
Globes, Orreries, Numeral Frames, &c.,) advertised in the Jume
No. of this Journal, at the prices stated ;—Reading Tablet Les-
sons, 1s. 4d.—Arithmetic, do. 2s. 4d.—Natural History and other
Object Lessons, at various prices—National Maps and Books—
Johnston’s Agricultural Chemistry, 1s. 3d., &c. &c. &e.
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