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No. 5.

The Balance.

At a school, in the village of E.L., in
1849, there were three well-grown
boys. Their teacher seeing them
often talking to each other in the
echool, and often engaged in earnest
diseussion when out of it, became anx-
ious to know what it was about.—
Calling up one of them, he asked, ‘Why
they three were so often laying their
heads together, and talking eo much ?’
The boy was unwilling to answer; but
the master insisted, and found that the
talk was about teetotalism. One of
them was a zealous abstainer. One
was as zealous an oppoaent of absti-
nence. The other had not made up
his mind on thesubject.

The teacher being himself an ab.
stainer, 'was at once interested in the
matter, and said that he would like to
hear how the debaters got on ; and to
give them timeto prepare, it was ar-
ranged that they should meet io the
school, on the evening of that day-
week. The four met aecordingly;
and the discussion began, and was
continned for nearly three hours.—
The master being asked to decide
bstween the debaters, said, that they
had both acquitted themselves well;

but ; instead of giving a decision at
the time, that he would put the sub-
stance of the debate in writing, and
give each of them a copy; and then
let them read and decide for them.-
selves. This summing up of the de-
bate he called Tke Balonce. And
here it is, a8 follows j—-

Intemperance is the great evil of
our country, and the question is, fow
are we o get quit of this evil? Let
abstinence be adopted, and intemper-
ance will cease. Let drinking go on
as it has done, and drunkenness will
continue to the world’s end. Surely
it is more than fime that the awful
evil were stayed; Who can think of
its continuance without horror P—
Away with the drinkiug, and the
drinks and the druokenness will away.

But the aduseof a thing does not
oblige us to its entire disuse. This is
true in ordinary cases. But, in the
present case, the abusein so awful,
the good supposed to be got so small,
and the evil so immense, that the to-
tal disuse becomes a great moral duty.
Compare the good and the evil which
intoxicatiog drinks have done. Mea-
syre them. The evil isa mountain
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—the good a molehill. Weigh them.
The evil is a millstone—the good a
feather.

In abstaining from a thing se dan.
gerous as our strong drinks, 1 'am sure
there can be no sin. Iam not sure,
especially in present circumstances,
that there is no sin i usiog them. * In
abstaining, [ am certain that I am on
the safe side; and in a casge, Where
the danger is so great, and the falls so
nunierons, 8nd the.destruction so fear«
ful, to be on the safe side its clearly
the path of duty. To be on the other
side, is throwing myself ‘into temp-
tation, and a snare,’ and it may be,
into ¢ many foolish and hurtful Insts,
which drown men in destruetion and
perdition.?

As to the self-denial implied in
abstinence, and which many of our
oppounents regard as such a severe
privation, we do not feel it to be a
privation at all, but the reverse, being
healthier, happier, in all respects bet-
ter. But, supposing we call for a
degree of self-denial, we give you far
more in compensation—the assurance
of your own greatly increased com-
fort and safety, and the prospect of do-
ing great good to others. As an ab.
stainer, I exhibit my protest against
the dangerous drinks aud drinking
customs of our country, so that who-
soever shall henceforth be injured by
them, Ishall be blameless. Asa drink.
er, you not only help to perpetuate
the system, but in doing so suppori
the evils thatflow fromit. Asanab.
stainer, I, as it were, advertise out of a
company that bas for centuries been
our country’s curse and shame, and is
now sioking every day in character
and credit, so thatlose who may bv it,
nooe shall be able to charge his ..sses
on me. As a drinker, you are uphold-
ing this mischievous company, and
must therefore be held respousible for
the consequences., If vour example
is followed, drunkenness will continue.
If mine is followed, it will cease. If
the temperance reform prosper, it will

help on all other reforms —unot one of
them will go on well without it. .Jf
the temperaunce reformy is- stayed, then
I say, Wo, wo, to the land we live in
aad love !

‘Bat you do not like our way of
doing the thing’ Then, I osay, give
us a better way, and we will take
yours. But, if you cannot give us a
better way, then, I say,take ours,.—
And let us all atit,and always at it, till
intemperance is banished from .our
land. With a good cause and ,a
good conscience, and a good God ., on.
our side, we have nothing to fear.—
All good men will be-also on our
side, by and by ; and then—

We'll win the day—we'll win the day.”

Theé Irreligious' Llan's First Work
Suppose the case of a profligate
and undufiful son. He has often
wounded the heart, and set at noyght,
the authority - of the tenderest of
fathers; - He advances in filial de-
pravity, until he. determines, to break
away from .all demestic . inspegtion
aad restraint. The day appointed for
the carrying out of his purpose arrives..
As the fifst grey beams of .mornipg
steal into his chamber, he rises and,
prepares for his journey. All within
are asleep besides. His father is un-
conscious of his plane. With clandes-
tive step, and a theusand mingled emo-
tions, he bids adieu to his birthplace
and bis home. In a few hours he
finds himself on board the vessel which
is to bear him toa foreign land.—
Month after month, through storms
and sunshine, he pursues his way.—
He reaches his destination, and exults
in the thought, that now, without
restriction, he can revel in all the
pleasures his new home can afford.—
The thought of his lost son fills the
father with distrese. It disturbs him
in his dream at night. It seares him
in the mornings. It spreads a sad-
ness over him through the day. At
length he is informed of the fer-dje-
tant residence of his som,and of his
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wicked ways. He determines to re.
store him to a sense of filial obligaticn,
and to his home. And what is the
plan? ~He writes & letter—all that is
moving' in paternal love, is thrown
into that letter, Now, on what will
its success depend? On its being de-
livered? Onits being read? All this
is required; but comething more is
indispensablé, to bring out its full
force upon his wicked heart. He must
reflect upon it, as the expression of a
tender’ father, whose heart, whick ke
hadwell-nigh broken, still glows with
warmest love for kim. Young men,in
this picture, behold youreelves. You
are prodigals. You have violated the
love, and forsaken the home, of the
Infinite Father. Here is a letter which
he had'addressed to you. In it he

says, ¢ Come ‘now; and' let us reason:

together’ - 'Oh! - what' omnipotent
reagonings' of ‘pateinal love are here |
Have” Yo éver devoted one day to a
conceliiiated refiéction upon the con-
tents 6f'this’ document, in its relation
to You? If not, you have never yet
tried the'only way to repentance. Go
and thigk thts, 'andias you muse, fke
Jire will burn. - God’s  complaint . of
the world fs; it3'veligious thoughtless-
ness. ''“Thie” oX knoweth his owner,
and the ass his master’s crib; but
Israel‘ddth not know;'my peopla:doth
not cotisider. Coa
. kmmamenows L
BEY i .

The. Sailor Boy Secking Jesus. '

A poor sailor boy, anative of the
Caucasian Mountains, was some three
yearsago on board hisvessel at Con-
stantinople. - It.was his duty togo
every day on shore to purchase pre-.
visions for ithe -erews One day be
called at -a baker’s shop. to buy.some,
bread; :and there met a Jewish, mis-
sionary;” who spoke- fo kim. of Jesus,
and -fried -to impress his mind with
the wéediof seeking the salvation of
his soul:’ "Sorgreatly did this interest
the fad, that for three months he
sought out the missiovary. every. day,
and got more {nstraction fiw hjn.—

At last the ship bhad tosail, and the
poor boy must part with his kind
teacher. The missionary told him,
perhaps they might meet again, as he
was going to Holland, andPthe ship
might some day or other touch at some
of its ports. ‘

Fort two long years the boy sailed
from port to port,and wherever he
came, he asked the question, ¢ How
far is this from Holland 2,5 At last
he sailed for Loudon, and asked his
usual question, ¢ How far is this from
Holland[p” He was told that ,a
steamer would soon leave for Holland,
and be could go in it if he liked. It
was going to Rotterdam, so he paid
his fare, and off he set, hoping to meet
his much-luved missionary there.—
The poor lad had hardly woney
enough to pay his fare, and he got to
Rotterdam almost without a farthing
in his pocket, and nearly destitute of
clothes. Yet hoping and praying that
there he might be led to Christ. On
reaching the eity, be wandered up
and dowa its streets, till at last he came
junto its very pootest parts. It so hap-
pened, that in these partsseveral Chris-
tian people lived. He. went into a
barber’s shop, and there he saw a Bi-
ble. This seemed to give him hope,
and he asked the barber atonce to tell
him somethjng about Jesus. The poor
barber, however, knew nothing of
Christ, and could tell him nothing, but

|his wife was a Christian, and she

gladly told the sailor boy about the-
Saviour, and then took him to the Bi~
ble Society’s ageat, Mr. Van Dorp,
who found, however, that the lad spoke
German, of which he knew so little,
that he topk him to a German family
where he could be better understood.
- These people were very kind to him.
They took him im, ggve him" food,
clothed him, and what was better,
taught him all he wished to know,—
Van Dorp gaoe him a New Testament,
and the Christian people were very
kind -in doing all they could to help
him. '

Thare he was & few months ago, and
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our hope and prayer is, that he may
yet become a happy and ureful man.

See dear children from this story,

1.—How some poor heathen boys
will put many here to shame.—
You have the Bible in your hand,
kind ministers about you, and all
you waut tp instruet you aboat
Christ, without going from your
door. Yet, I tear too many of
you neglect your souls, and care
but little about Christ and Hea-
ven. Oh, does not this little
earnest seeking sailor, put such
boys and girls to shame ?

2.—How, surely God will lead us
right if we seek his glory and
commit our way to him. He
that gave the lad the heart to
seek him, opened up the way by
which he found him. ¢ Commit
thy way unto the Lord and he
shall direct thy path: trust also
in him and he will bringit to
pass.” ¢ Seek and you shall find,
ask and you shall receive.”’

How the Lord Jesus Arose from the
Dead.

And so, as I told you, they crucified
the dear Saviour.

After he was dead, there came & rich
man, who was one of his disciples, to
Pilate, and begged leave to take his
body and bury it. His name was
Joseph of Arimathea.

And his request was granted.—And
he took the body, and wrapped it care-
fully in a clean linen cloth. And he
laid it in a new tomb, which he had
made for himself,in a garden, It was
hewn out of the solid rock.

And he rolled a great stone to the
door of the sepulchre, and went away.

The enemies of Jesus had heard
him say, that after three days he would
rise again ; and they were afraid, that
his diseiples would come by night and
take away his body, and then say, that
he was risen from the dead. So, they

gealed the stone with the public seal,
that it might by plain, ifany one should

move it. And they put a band of
soldiers, to wateh. the tomb, both by
night and day.

But our Lord did arise on the morn~
ing of the third day, as he. said he
would. The.seal, and the stone, and
the gurrd, were as nothing before him.

Indeed, there was a great earth.
quake,—and there came an Angel
from heaven, and he rolled away the
stone from the door of the sepulchre
and sat upon it. His raiment was
whit as the snow, and his countenance
like lightning. For fear of him the
soldiers shook with terror, and became
as dead men.

And the Lord Jesus left the tomb,
and he went and sought his disciples,
and comforted and blessed them.

We are sure that he rose from the
dead. If he had net, his enemies
would easily have produced the dead
body. This they did not. This they
could not do.

His disciples could not have taken
himt away, whilst his tomb was
guarded by a band of soldiers. Ia-
deed, they were so much afraid, that it
is evident they would not even have
attempted it.

Five hundred brethren saw him at
once, and he appeared at several
times to different individuals.

They bare testimony that they bad
seen and conversed with him ; theyall
agreed in their testimony,—they gain-
ed uothing by it, but bonds and im-
prisonment, and suffering ofevery kind,
and oftentimes death in the most terri-
fic form.

O yes,—Christ is risen from the
dead. He was delivered forour of-
fences, and raised againfor our justifi-
cation. He is the first fruits of them
that slept. As he is risen so his
people shall arise. Death shall be
swallowed up in victory. The Chris-
tian may indeed sing the joyful song,
~“Q death! where is thy sting?—
Ograve ! where is thy victory %—
Thanks be to God! who giveth us
the victory, through our Lord Jesus

Christ.”
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The

At the commencement of the war—
which has now, we are happy to say,
been discontinued by mutual consent
of all the parties concerned—we
gave a very full account of its origin,
but we have been so well pleased
to find a2 similar account from an
American Missionary at Constanti-
nople, the Rev. H. G. O. Dwight, that
we revert to the subject once more.—
The horrors of war are so dreadful
that they cannot be too deeply im-
pressed upon the mind of the rising
generation, if by this means all cause
of war may be prevented in futare.
With this view we hoead our present

'K‘_}*A'a\

i

o~
N

N

War.

article with one of the scenes com-
mon in time of war, or inseparable
from war.

Mr. Dwight, after giving some very
interesting account of the discipline
and general appearance of the Turk.
ish army, says :—

¢ [ wonder if you can tell what the
cause of this war was? I will en-
deavor to explain it ina few words,
for those who do not know. In the
Turkish empire there are several
millions of Greeks, and, it must be
confessed, they have not been treated
very well by their Turkish masters.
Their condition, however, has been
gradually improving for some twenty-
five years past, chiefly through the
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influence of the English and French
governments.  These governments
have been saying to the Turks, “ You
must npt oppress your Christian sub-
jects, (meaning the Greeks, Armenians,
and othezs.) You must not suffer your
pashas and governors to take from
them their money unjustly, nor to im-
prison them without reason, or mal.
treot them in any way. You must
give them liberty of conscience, and
neither allow your own people to
persecute them nor allow them to per-
socute one apother.” The Tur-
kish government have listened to the
ambassadors of England and France,
and promised nearly all that has been
asked for the Christians. It cannot
be denied, however, that more has
been promised than has been fulfilled,
though there has been a gradual im.
provement in the condition of the
Christian subjects of Turkey, and they
are far better treated now than they
were about twenty aad thirty years
8go0.

gThe Russian government has all
along declined to act with England
and France, in these endeavors to
procure a reform, -and in regard to
some of the peinte above mentioned,
it has been decidedly hostile. Early
last year it sent an ambassador here
by the name of Menchikoff. He came
in great state, and conducted himself
in a very haughty manner. He de-
manded of the Sultan, in behalf of
Nicholas, his master, the right of in-
terforing for the protection of the
Greek subjects, whenever he should
please to do so. He required, very
magisterially, that a treaty should be
formed between Turkey and Russia,
giving to Russia this right; and the
only ground on which he claimed it
was, that the religion of Russia and
the religion of the Greeks isthe same !
The Sultan and his ministers said,
¢ No.” They were willing to issue
firmans, which are decrees of the Sul-
tan, to secure to the Greeks all that
Russia asked ; but they said, very

properly, that to make a treaty with a
foreiggn government, as to the manner
in which they should govern their
own people, would be the same as to
give up thicir right of being a sepe-
rate ‘kingdom. Then the Russians
said, *¢ If you will not do as we wish,
we will send soldiers into your terri.
tory and take one or two of your
provinces, and keep them until you
are ready to come tc our terms.”
They did send soldiers into Moldavia
and Wallachia, and this brought on
the present war.

You can all see how unjust the war
is from one example. You know there
are a great many Roman Catholics
in America ; and you know that France
is a Roman Catholic government
Suppose that the Emperor of France
were to send such a message to our
government : “ If you don’t make a
treaty with me, giving me the right
to dictate to you how you shall govern
your Roman Catholic subjects, I will
meke war upon you.” Would not
every body say that it was a very
unjust thing? T rather think that
neither the French Emperor, nor any
other emperor or king, will venture to
say exactly such a thing to the go.
vernment of the United States. Nor
would Nicholas have said so to the
Sultan of Turkey, if he had not known
that Turkey is very weak, while he is
very strong. The real truth of the
matter is, that Nicholas wants very
much to get possession of Constanti.
nople, and he therefore made this pre-
tence to pick a quarrels ..And, among
other things, he wanis to drive all the
missionaries out of Turkey, and pre-
vent Protestantism from spreading
there. T+ Lord we hope will bring
down his pride of heart,:and put to
confusion all his plans,against the
trath, War js in, itself,a very bad
thing, but we trust God, will bring
great good out of the present war, bad
as it is, as he has done on former
occasions, evidences of which are to
be seen in the history of this werld.
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The Wite' Little Wasp.

FROM A DJMISSIONARY IN INDIA.

I have been thinking that you might
like to hear a little about a very in-
dustrious kind of wasp,. whick is com-
mon here.. It has uot.the bright-yel-
low and black stripes of the English
wasp, but is of & brown colour and
larger.  This little creature is very
industrious, as. may be seen in the care
with whieh it makes cells for its young.

These it builds on walls or doors,

generally preferring wood. Some-
times you will seg a row of them under
a. table, or you,will hear the buzz of
the little ereature. behind your chair,
for it is building there. When it has
selected -the place for its nest it flies
off, and soon comes baeck with a little
ball of mud, aboat the size of. a small

pes,. between its two front feet. It

hes been into-the .garden and worked
up s me of the earth there, with a
fluid supplied from its own body, into
@ lamp of soft mud fit for use in its
building.  This it sticks to the chair,
or to any spot.were it intends to make

-its cell, and then it spreads it out and’

shapes i¢ with its feet, soasto la e
foundation foralitile wall. This being
done, off it flies again to get another
ball of mud, which is put upon that
which was brought before, and worked
on it, and thus it builds till it has made
a long oval cell, about an inch long,
and half an inch broad: so roof and
walls are all built of mud. Fora door
a little round hole is left at one end—
When the cell is finished thus far, the
wasp lays a small egg inside, fastening
it to the cell by a fine thread, so that
the egg hangs frem the top. This
done, away it flies again, and gets
small green. caterpillars, or spiders,
with which it fills up the bottom of
the cell.  These eaterpillars the wasp
in some way or other stums, but does
aot kill, for if they were killed they
would be soon urfit for food. " These
are put igto the cell, that when the egg
is hatched. there may be foud for the
young grub which .comes ont of it

it begins to edt up

Now, asthe egg will be some days be-
fore it is hatched, it iz necessary that
the caterpillars should be alive.—
What a clever wasp to know all this;
or rather, how wise that God who
teaches it thus to act !

When it has brought seven or eight
caterpillars, the wasp closes up the
hole with a thin coating of mud, to
prevent insects from getting in which
mjght destroy the egg. 'Thén it sets
to work to build another cell, adjoining
the other, so that the same¢ side wall
may do for both. ~ When this is fin.
ished, another little egg is put into
it, with caterpillars collected as before.
In this way the ingenious birilder forms
the cells in'a row,"Sseldodi'less than
three, and often five of six.” All the
time it is at work it makes'a low buz.
zing noise, as if'“;a‘lkihg' ‘toitself, or
singing some little song.'” As soon as
the little grub comes oiit of the cell
the caterpillars;
and it devours themi 8o fast that in a
few days they have'all disappeared,
and the little glutton has become so big
as pearly to fill up itécell. Having no
more food to eat, the grub turnsinto a
chrysalis, and aftei a'timé is changed
again into & wasp. And'dow, being
ready to fly ahout in the open air, it
wishes to get out of its prison. And it
does this very cleverly, by first wetting
the earth by which the cell was
closed up with fluid from its own
hody, and then breaking open the door.

Now you have oftea heard of the
poor heathen here, and that they are
very ignorant. This you will easily
believe when I will tell you what they
think of this wasp and its buzzing. It
is so common that most of them have
seen it; yet, from not attending much
to its movements, they do not know that
it lays an egg, and thus they foolishly
faney that it is a kind of charmer. It
builds, say they, a cell, collects caterpil-
lars, and then by the buzzing, which
they consider to be the saying of mun-
thrums, or prayers, they suppose it
changes these caterpillars into wasps
like itself, This strange notion is
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held by all classes of the natives.—
Even the poets have introduced it into
their poems. We had some difficulty
in convincing our Christian boys that
this notion is erroneous. It was oaly
done by breaking down a row of cells,
and showing them the various stages
of the egg hanging in them, then the
small grub, and lastly the chrysalis
changing into the wasp.

But you know, dear young friend,
that most of these people are ignorant
on a far more important subject than
this. They know indeed little about
the works of God, but much less about
his word. Ignorance about the for-
mer is bad ; but this is of little conse-
quence compared with ignorance about
Jesus Christ, the great God and the
only Saviour. Pray that the Holy
Spi.t may incline these poor heathen
to listen to the instructions of their
teachers, and believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, that they may have
eternal life.

You are not thus iguorant, you have
heard of the redeemer’s love. Love
him then in return, and strive to please
him, by trying to lead others to love
him too.

Craft of the Zulus.

The missionaries among the Zulus
hire their laborers by the month, but as
the natives have no krowledge of
months as we reckon them, they almost
always come before the time saying,
“ The moon is dead; give us our
money.”” As this made much trouble,
for often they were very clamorous, the
rule was adopted of having them keep
a cane, in which they should cut a
notch daily till thirty were cut, when
their month would be out. And does
this rule work? With some it does,
but others cannot wait so long for pay-
day o come, and therefore cut a few
extra notches, in order that their time
wmay tally with the “ moon’s death.”

Sometimes too the natives, like work-
men in this country, strike for higher
wages, and if their demand is refusad,

they lewve in a body. For they well
understand how dependeut the mission-
aries are upon them. ¢ Who,” suy
they, ¢ but natives can drive your
wagons, herd your cattle, bring your
wood and water, and carry your mails
over this hilly country.

Like the Ilaster.
¢ It is enough for the disciple that he be s
his Master, and the servant as his Lord.”—

Very oft the voice of sorrow
Riges from the atricken breast ;
Very oft the tossing spirit
Seems as though it could not rest ;
Very olt the way seems rugged,
Though it leads to heaven our home ;
Oft we search the dim horizon,
Watching for the morn to_come.

But if in our silent musing,
We will pause and list awhile,
We shall hear a gentle whisper,
‘We shall see our Saviour’s smile ;
While he bids us each remember,
*Tis enough, so eays his word,
The disciple, like his Master
Be, the servant like his Lord.

Are we pressed with sore temptation 2
He has kuewn the very same !
Do we feel the pangs of sorrow ?
¢ Man of sorrows” was his name !
Does the way seem very rugged ?
He has marked each step with blood !
Shall we shrink to go wherever
He the path for us has trod ?

If the earthly servant follows
At the calling of his Lord—
If the loving pupil treasures
Eagerly his Master’s word—
Shall not we our Master follotv,
Satisfied like him to be,
Knowing if we meet with peril,
He can bid th.e danger flee !

If, like him, awhile in sorrow,
We shall travail here below,
We shall join in his rejoicing,
When from earth to heaven we go ;
Like him in bumiliation,
If we are content to be,
We shall share his exaltation,
When he makes his people free.

*Tis enough, we are contented
Ever to obey his will—
Soon the journey will be ended,
Soeon the throbbing heart be still ;
Then the Master we have followed
Will receive us to his rest,
We shall be like him for ever,
Be with him for ever blest.

~Presbyterian,
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Negro Superstitions,

The negroes of the West Indies
have long heen, as wmy young readers
know, an interesting class of people
for missionary labours. [t was
amongst them that the first modern
missionaries from the Brethen’s church
began their labours, and it is there
where not only Moravians, but Wes-
leyana, Baptists, the Church of Eng-
laud, and the London Missionary So-
cieties, have had, and still have, some
of their mest interesting fields of la-
bour. Thousands of this oppressed
and once most degraded and despised
race of the human family, have thus
been blessed by the gospel of Christ,
and multitudes are now to be found in
heaven surrounding the throne of God,
sent there from the mission churches
in those parts.

The coundition of these poor negrnes,
when the missionaries first went to
them, was sad in the extreme. They
were dreadfully oppressed] by their
cruel masters; but the worst part of
their condition was to be seen in their
ignorance of God, their foolish super-
stitions, and their immoral corduect.
You know that the negroes came
originally from Africa, where they
belonged to different tribes, and prac-

tised different superstitions. Some
were Mandingoes and some Foulahs
from the banks of the Gambia and the
Senegal ; others were Whidahs, Eboes,
Congoes, Angolas, Coromantees and
Mocoer, from Upper and Lower
Guinea. Each party had their own
heathen practices at home, and brought
them with them when they came.—
Amongst them were parties who wor-
shipped the devil, and others who wor-
shipped serpents, lizards, yellow
snakes, and other reptiles. Connect-
ed with these idolatries were many
very wicked practices, and all sorts of
vices were common amongst the
people. Witcheraft was believed in
by them, and men and women who
pretended to be able to practise it,
were very common.

Most of their ceremonies and wicked
customs were practised at night, when
the work of the day was over; and
dances, plays, and religious supersti-
tions, were strangely mixed up to-
gether,

On public holidays, such as a
Christmas and New-Year’s day, they
had festivals of most disgusting and
foolish character. They would dress
themselves up in various fantastic
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styles, and form companies:to gn,aiwn_t

the towns and villages-eomething likel

the mumme
land. Te e el e

The picture at the head of this pa-
per shows you one of their proctices
at funerals, On thesa oceacions their
practices were very unnaturale-
They generally took placa at night by
the light of torches amidst-dancing,
singing, drinking, &e.. Sometimes
they would take the corpse in the cof-
fin upou their heads and run round
the circle formed of ell the neighbours..
On their way to the place of burial
they practised moast strange fancieg,—
They would sometimes balt all of a sud-
den—-put their eara to the coffin and
listen, pretending that the corpseask-
ed for something or was giving some.
direciton. Sometimesthey declared that
the corpse ordered them all more rum,
and refused to go on till hey had been
suppli- "

They would alsv proceed in the
most disorderly way-—sometimes run-
ning forward with the coffin, and
sometimes back-—sometimes jirking it
on one side, and not unfrequently put-
ting it down and positively refusing to
carry it any further till some out-of~
the-way demand was complied with.
Rude music and wild songs generally
accompanied these rites, and some-
times sacrafices of fowls and other
arimals were made overthe grave,
and their blood mingled with the earth
that covered the corpse.

Besides these superstitions the peo-
ple were given to lying, swearing,
stealing, and other vices, so that they
were really sunk to thevary lowest
depths in the scale of human beings.

Now, however, a very different
state of things has been produced.~-
This cunning, lying, stealing, as well
as these foolish and supetstitious prac-
tices are gradually giving way to ali
that is moral and religious. Singe the
Emancipation Act was passed, the
people have begun to. feel themselves
as men, and to try to act and feel,

s in former times in Eng-

ang think, as civilized men are used to
de.. By .the labours of the mission.
aries thousands have been converted,
and . others, not yet comverted, im.
proved, . reformed, and civilized.—
Under the kindly influence of the gos.
pel, thess poor _negroes are made to
show some. of the finest dispositions in
the world, No people can exhibit
greater tenderness, more affection, or
sincerer gratitude, than many of these
once degraded people do. The af-
fection of parents for their children,
and of children for their parents—the
practice of alleoeial virtues, and the at.
tachment they show to those who bene-
fit them, is all that could be desired, and
indeed, as a rule, far aboVe what is
common in our more highly favored
| Jand.

The midnight scenes of wickedness
above referred to are now scarcely ever
known, and even where secretly prac.
tised, are becoming more and more
unpopular. Itis still usual to sing
at funerals, but the songs are sacred
songs, and all the ceremonies such as
are becoming a Christian people.

In this way does the gospel evey-
where improve and humanize the peo-
ple that it visits. Oh; help, young
reader, to spread itshappy influence
through the world, asd consecrate
your future life to upraise, by its
mighty power, every poor and de.
graded member of the great family of
man.

Facing the East Wind.

Last Sunday, on my wayto Sabbath
school, I noticed a little” boy tradging
along, whom I recognised as a scholar
in the class next to mine, It wasa
very inclement day; the snow was
falling fast, and the gtound was al-
ready well covered, whith rendered
the walking difficult; in addition to
which, there was'a very keen, pierc-
ing wind, driving the sleét into your
face, and neatly taking you off your
feet; my umbrella Wwés sdveral times
turned completely insidé-out.  Little
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Jares was toiling on in front of me ;
and how he managed to keep up, or
how he had the courage to venture
out at all, on siich a stormy day; I
could not imagine. I overtook the
little fellow, as we drew’ mear the
school-house, 'and szid to him :—
¢ Well, Jemmy, this is a stormy
day to be going to Sunday-school ; I
wonder that you were not afraid to
come out to-day—a little chap like
you ; are you not almost frozeh 7% 9
¢ Oh no, Mr. E.>* said the ! manly
little fellow, looking up to me. - *“If
this was Monday, I should be out rid-
ing down hill on my sled, 1 shounldn’t
mind the cold then, and $o I oughtir't
to mind it now. If it didn’t blow $8,
I shounldn’t mind it at all; bat-it is;
pretty hard when you have to face tiey
east wind, Comingup from ouf house}
1 had to walk a good way against the-
wind, and it nearly took the skin off
my faces- -Do you think Mr. Rvwilt
be there to-day, Mr. E.P7 - -
“Yes, Jemmy, I think he will.”" -
%1 'hope he will,” said my little
friend, I lové to sed the minister
even when he does not speak to mies—
if he only smiles at me. When' the
wind blew so hard, Thad = great mind
to turp back; but them I thought
I wouldn, because Mr. R. would

be pleased to see that I had eome:

through the storm to Sabbath school.”

“ Yes, Jemmy,” said I, ¢ such met |

tle as this, tries the mettle of Sabbath
school scholars; and remember, my
déar boy, thst it is not only your min-;
ister, who is pleased with you'when
you do right, but that God from his
threne on high, looks down,even upon
.a little child like you, and is pleased
with you when he sees that you love
to come 16 school to learn his word.”™
We were tiow close by the church;
but as we" hurtied up the- littie brick
path, leading to the lecture room vwtere
the ‘schodl W&t ‘Held, the-<ast-wind
came sweeping round the church
fiercer than ever ; it really almost took

Faeterise- the . Christian..

my breath away.

¢ Oh, said Jemmy, as he made a
gpring forward, and pushed open the
door, catching his breath and almost
gasping, ¢ Oh, Mr. E., how glad I am,
that we dont always have to face the
east wind.”

These words of Jemmy, suggested
a‘train of thought to my mind. How
easily we become discouraged, and
gre ready to give up, when, during our
juurney through life, trouble and sor-
rOw comes upon us, and we are ob-
liged to ‘face the east wind.” The

‘thought that we shall soon be shel-

tered: from life’s sterm, the. remem-
branee of the gloricus rest which re-
maineth for the: people of God, has
gsarcely power-to animate us, so faith-
less are we, so easily overcome by the
sorrows of carth. We go on our way,

‘with ‘ogr: “ heads bowed down like

bulreshes.” This is.not as it should
be, this is not the spirit of cheerful,
thankful-submission te the will of our
Heevenly Father, which should char.
Instead of
dwelling upon,and mourning over our
trials here, remember that we shall
ses-our Father there. Let us goon
eur way thankful, yea. rejojcing, that
during so small a part of our journey
through life, we have to *face the
east wind.”

The Two Ways.

You have often read, in Matthew vii,
{8, 14, of the *broad way” and the
“ narrow way:” I wish you to under-
stand: what our blessed Lord meant to
teach us hereby ; I will. endeavour to
explain it to you as plainly as possible.
The éroad way represents the path of
sin ; it appears at first like an open
way, easy, free, and pleasant ; so sin,
through its deceiffulness, presents itself
to the mind of man, . This broad way
is also full of company ; for since man
fell from God, by far the greater part
of the ebildren of Adam walk in the
ways of sin. Now, to warn us, our
Saviour declared, that this way < Jeads
to destruction,” that is, the final misery
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of the soul beyond the grave, after hav-
ing brought misery even in this life.
But the narrow way represents the
way of holiness; that is, the love and
practice of every duty, through faith in
Christ, for he is ¢he way, John xiv. 6.
This narrow way may appear difficult
of access, and you must strive to enter
through the ¢ strait gate” that you may
walk in it ; thatis, you must seek God
by earnest prayer, and give up all sin,,
and ask for grace to assist you. And
although the narrow way has but little
company, ¢ for few there be that find
it ;> and there are many painful things
to bear on the first entrance, yet é
leadeth unto life ; the ways of wisdom
are sure to be found ways of pleasant.
ness, and all her paths are. peace!
Also, you must alweys look at the
end. There is a very beautiful motto
attached to the arms of the Earl of
Darnley,—Finen respice; * Regard
the end.” If you were walking in
a new and strange road, would you
not inquire, Wkere will this road take
meto? Ifit were an open, broad, gay,
and flowery road, yet, if it led you to
danger, how swiftly would you retrace
your steps, and get out of it; and, on
the other hand, if the road in which
you were walking was narrow, disagree-
able, thorny, and rugged, yet, if it led
you to your Father’s dwelling ; ifit led
you to your dear friends and relatives;
if it led you to your home ; you would
proceed and not regard a little trouble;
so the narrow way of duty and holiness
leads you to God and heaven, toangels
and to glory { .
Let each one ask, Am I walking in
the < broad road,” or the ¢narrow
way??’ 1 must be in the one or the
other ; there is no middle path. We
may learn in which path we are walk.
ing by some such questions as these:
What do I love to think about most?
What company do I love bast? Dol
love prayer or not? Do 1 think of
Christ ornot? Do Ilove holiness or
not? Has heaven much of my heart

or not ?

Now, in order that these remarks
may leave some impression on your
mind, I shall add some very beautiful
lines, written by a chaplain to Queen
Anne, which were first printed in 1701,
It will not take you much trouble to
learn them, and, by carrying them ip
your memory, you will often be re.
minded of the éroad and narrow way,
of which Christ spoke.

“Two paths there are through which sl
mortals go,
This leads to bliss, and that to endless woe ;
The way that leade to rasery is broad,
A smuoth, a pleasing, and a flowery road ;
With company *tis crowded everywhere,
‘The rich, the gay, the wilty, and the fair :
Ah, fondly blinded ! whither will they run?
Why 10 such headlong haste to be undone ?
See, how they press death’s ample gate to
win!
How heedless of the flames that glare vithin!
There is another vnfrequented way,
Leads to the confines of eternal day :
Thorny and strait, yet, as you further go,
"Twill etill more easy, more delightful grow:
To pass this narrow gate no laboor spare,
For heoven, and holy souls, and God hime:lf
8 there.”

-

v a——

How Old Art Thon?

Couant not thy days that bave idly flown,
The years that were vainly spent,
Nor speak of the hours thou must binsh to
own,
When thy spirit stands before the throne,
To account for the talents lent.

But number the hours redeemed from sin,
The moments employed for Heaven;

0! few and evil thy days have been,

Thy life a toilsome and worthless scene,
For a nobler purpose given.

Will the shade go back on the dial plate 7
Will thy sun stand stiil on his way ?

Both hasten on and thy spirit’s fate

Rest on the point of life’s little date :
Then live whils 'tia called to day.

Life’s waning hours, like the sibyl's page,
As they lessen, in value rics,
0! arouse thes and live; nor deam the
man’s age
Stands in the length of his pilgrimage,
Baut in days that are truly wice.
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Ship ¢ Johr Williams.”

THE CHILDREN’S COLLECTION FOR THE REPAIRS AND OUTFiT OF THE ¢ JOHN
WILLIAMS,”

We have been cheered and refresh-
ed in perusing the Missionary papers
that have reached us by the last mail,
especially those of the London Mission-
ary Society, the operations of which
we have frequently alluded to. In our
May number we copied an appeal that
was made by that Society to the young
for aid in the repairs and outfit of the
“ John Williams.” Itis gratifying to
find that that appeal has been so liber-
ally responded to, as we find by the
following account, taxen from the
Jusenile Missionary JMagazine for
April, published by the London Mis-
sionary Soeiety :—

When the appeal was made to the
children of England once more to help
the good work of spreading the Gospel
amongst the heathen by collecting
Three Thousand Pounds for repairing
and outfitting the Missionary ship, there
were some who shool their heads and
expressed a doubt whether they could
raise so large a sum; but upon this
point the Directors of the London Mis-

sionary Society had no fears. They
knew bow much interested their young
friends were in the ship they had bought,
and they believed that all would be
done by them that was needed to fit
her for another vovage of mercy. Very
soon after their appeal was published,
this belief became a certainty ; for ap-
plications for cards came inso fast, and
there were so many letters expressing
the desire of the young to give and get
money towards the object, that it was
impossible to doubt their success. Now,
according to present appearances, these
hopes will be more than realized. Al-
ready (March 18th) £2700 have been
received, and there is a good deal more
coming at the end of the month ; so
that it seems certain that above :£3,000
will be raised, Is not this a cheering
fact ? Will it not rejoice the hearts of
the collectors and their friends, and
may we not hope that hundreds who
have begun in this way to help forward
the great work of sending the Gospel
to the heathen will, from this time to
the end of their lives, continue to help it ?

We might fill many nurabers of our
Magazine with interesting letters which
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have been sent with the money fipmy
different piaces in England, Scotland,
Wales, and Ireland. All these letters
are written in the same spirit. They
describe the readiness and joy with
which the young have gone to work, —
But it is impossible to publish them. all,
and it would be unfair to make a gclec-
tion. We shall not, therefore, print
any letters written in this country ; but
there are three from other paris of the
world which must be given to ourread-
ers, because they show what an interest
is felt in their'ship by children thousands
of miles away.

The first of these is from a Sunday-
school of negro children at one of the
Missionary stations in Demerara. The
station is called Canal, No. 1; and the
letter is written by the Missionary, the
Rev. C. Rattray :—

¢“On the Sabbath before Christmas,”” writez
Mr. R., ¢ it was proposed to the children of
our Sunday.schools, that they shonld become
iellow.workers with the young people in the
British. Xsles, by _endeavouring to collect
among themselves and their friendssomething
towards the repairs of the Missionary Ship.
They appeared gelighted with the proposal ;
and on Chrictmas morning several boxes.and
bags were appl ed for by boys and girlg who
wished 1o become collectors. “Dauring the hoti.
days, nineteen collectors wers employed in
collecting what wonld give the Sunday-sehool
children at Canal, No. 1, Demerara, a-zight
and title to. a share, however small, of the
good ship ** John Williams.” On the afternoon
of January 3rd, there was a Juvenile Mission.
ary Mecting held at Lust en Rust Chapel,
when the collectors preduced their hoxes, and
bags, and little baskets, which were found to
contain 24 dollars 64 cents, (five guineds
sterling).® .

The next letter is from the Rav.
Dr. Wilkes. Montreal, in Canada.

* Montreal, 11¢k February, 1856.

¢ My pear Sin,~This will be handed to
you by Mr. —, a respected member of my
church, a teacher in our Sunday-school and &
prospsrous merchant. B

“ The principal design of introdueing him
to you, howexer, is to obtain for him, through
you, access tp the Missionary Ship ¢ John
Williams,®» Woe are desirons that he chould'
vieit that vessel for the following reason s— -

‘* Just bafore the middle of December, atn
Missionary meeting of our Sunday-zghool, I
took occasion {o dezcribe some of the seenes in

the Sonth Seas and some details of the voy
ageh’of the‘ship. < It was mentioned that ohe
was noswr lying in London Docks for repair;
that the ordinary funds could not accomplich
this ; that the children had bought he:, and
had repaired her once; and that they were
depended upon to do so again. The question
syas asked—Why not this achool have some
thare in so goad & {ark, theagh nearly 3,000
miles away? -Waynot Zion Chureh, S. S.

Montreal, havo an @niihor; or 8 topmast, or

& yard, oy somothing elcs un board? The
youiig paopls, under the guidance of superin-
tendont End teachers, took up the matter as a
Christion offéring, énd the 1esult was handed
to tho on Sxturday night iu e chegue for £40
currenty, or abioit L33 ctorling. - I have some
additionel monzy ¢4 cend you, bat cannet give
attention to the matter to.day, Yoo shall
coon hear from ma- ‘ But'wearsanxions that
Mr, —— should visit the hip, that he mey
deseribe it to the scholars on his roturn § an
we are desirous also, if £33 vill purcheco any
specific thing, to have that dsterminad, thet
they may know they have placed an anchor or
a eomething on board ; and that what they
‘bays provided is .usefully employed in the
work of the Lordis the Pacific Ocean.”

__~'The {ast ‘of thesd .interssting letiers
“for-<which ave can find room, is from an
excellent - clergyman, .in the United
States, The Rev. Richard Newton,
pastar of St. Paul’s Church, Philadel-
phia. It is addressed to the Directors.

- Philadelpkia, Jenuury 22nd, 1856, .

“ GenyreneN,—Boclosed you will please
find five pounds, or twentz-five ‘dollars, frox
the Sunday-school children of St. Panls
Church, Philadelphia, towards the repairs of
-the Missionary ship « John Williams.” When
thie noble ship came hume f6r repairs fonr oz .
five years ago, we had the privilege of sending
a similar amypunt for the purposs of patting &’
plenk in fief, 'Sirice then we have watched.:
her movements with - grent interest. We ajl
feel that we have a sort of otvnership in her’;
and when we heard the © Lietter from & Alic-,
sionary of the South Seas to the owners of the
*Joho Williams,” published in your interest.
ing Juvenile Missionury Magazine, we felt that-
this meant us, as wall as the many handred
children in England woo bought the ship, aud
we do not want to forfeit our-ownership in-so;.
profitable a cancern. And though we belong
to another branch of the Church of Christ,
and the wide ocean roils between you and us,
yet we feel ur hearis very aear (o yorrs.. We
desira to fove el wio love our blessed Saviour,
wherever they live, and whatever they are
ealled ; and we * wish good luck, in the name
of the Lord," to every proper effort 40 spread
abrodd the tidings of redecemmg love in cur
rained torld,
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eort of eacred name to us. We feel that it
rows in power and influence as years roll by
And we think that if we are permitted to get
1o heavent atlpet, there 15 hardly any servant
of God of modern times, in that bright and
blessed world, whom we shall take such de-
fight in gresting as ¢ The Martyr Missionary
of Evromanga.’ We have a Misslonary claes
in each of our schools, which besre this hon.
onred name, and we often feel our hearts
warmed and quickened by the silent but power.
ful influence which it exerts.

« We hope out humble offering may bs in
time to aid in defraying the expenses of re-
pairing the ship 3 baot if it should not, please
let it go to purchase something that will be of
permanent use on board of her. -

« In donclusion, gentlemen, it is our earnest

your good work ; that He may bless the Mis.
{ sionary ghig, mey preserve her from all danger,
{ and spate her for many years of ussfulness in
1 the good work in which she is engaged 1 .
After ‘teading thesé létters, we are
fsure t )
rejoice thore'than ever in' the pari they
i have takel, énd the money they have
misea; L SN . S P

H

The Pupil.
: The above is the title of a monthly
| publication 1atély stdrted in Boston, and
i published by M. L. Dayton, 20 Washing-
| ton Street. From the préspactus we learn
{ that it is the desigt of the ‘publisher to
i s¢furnish a cheap medium, whéréby dey
| schools may obtzin new and interesting
! reading mater, ; diologues, ' songs and
pieces for speaking.”” Having seen but
one number of this-pu' ttion, we can-
not speak of its suitableress for the youth

! of Canada ; however, from the Bpecimen
; before us, we are favorably impressad vrith

its contents, it is well printed, on - good

coutain six nufn‘dars;“eQual to 144 pages ;
making 2t fntetesting reading book both
for schiools and family fibraries.

The sabscription price’ will be 25 cents

for the six numbers. One copy Furnished
extra to each School Teacher who sends
us a list of four subscribers, ‘or One

D ollar.

« And then the name of * John Williams;ia 1

prayer that God may, bless you ahundantly. in

hat yoany 6f our young friends will-

paper, and is very cheap, A volume will |

‘In our last number we copied a very
good piece of poetry, entitled, ¢ My
Home,’’ and we give below a short story
about a good little boy who taught his lit-
tle sister a great many things.

The Ploasures of Learning.

There was once a little boy, whom
all liked very much. He was only
ten years old. He could not play
well at ball or hoop, yet he was the
first boy in the scheol. His mother
had taught him the hard lessons, and
expluined all the hard words to him ;
so that while other beys ware at play,
or doing mischief, he was learning
something usefu] from his mother.

One day. his . father. and. mother
died, and he and a little_ sister bad to
go and live with an aunt, & great dis~
tance from the school.. So the litile
boy thought, as he could not go to
schooly he would read all the books
hecould get, and teach his litile sis-
ter all that he knew, and all! that his
good mather had taught him about
God and the heavenly country where
their father and mother had gone.

And, O, how delighted he was to
tcach his sister! Hpw jayfully he
would .get up:.at six o’elpck in the
moraning, and . would tie on her little
black bonnet, and white pinafore and
ghawl! Then he would brush her
tiny shoes, uatil they were very black,
and would put on his straw.hat, and
away they would go over the hills te-
gether. . , ,

At nine o’clock, he would teach
her to read ; then he taught her to
write and to spell. He showed her
how to make figures, and work sums
on her slate, and her aunt teught her
to sew. . ’ . .

Ons day, when they were out on
the hille, said Joseph to.Kate,. (for
these were their names) “ I am going
to teach you.all that my dear mather
taught mas from underneath this tree.
Here are hundreds of things yet to
find cut and learn.

“ Ligok atthat besutiful sky,

Aana tﬁe
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long, streaky clouds. We are going
to find out where the clouds come
from, and what they are made of.
Then we want to find out why some
clouds are round, and some long, and
why they are of such a rosy eolor in
the morning.” * Then,” said little
Kate, 1 want to know what the
wind, which blows them along, is
made of, and where it comes from.
Wa have been noticing, too, the
music which the animals make to the
sun, when they see him.”

¢ Do you see,” said Joseph, *that
he is just getting vp! Listen, only
now! There’s the singing of the
birds, the buzzing of the insects, the
bleating of the lambs in the valley,
and the cawing of the rooks a long
way off. We mean this summer to
count up the different trees and plants
here, and, perhaps, the different
earths, and roeks, and stones.”

«“ Why,” said Kate, ¢ what is there
to be learned from this old stump ?*

“ Ab,” said Joseph, ‘“our mother
taught me many things from it; we
had twelve lessons: 1st. We sex-
amined the roots, to sece what they
aré made for. 2d. We learned about
the sap. 8d. The trunk. 4th. The
branches. 5th. The pith. 6th. The
layers of wood. 7th. The bark. 8th.
The buds. 9th. The leavss, aand
what they were made for. 10th,
The little insects which live on the
leaves and under the bark. 11th,
How the tree came here, and what it
was made for. 12th, We learned its
name, and to what family of trees it
belongs. And 13th. I am going to
teach all this to you.”

« But what is the use,” said Kate,
“of spending so much time in learan-
ing these things 1%

% Ah, my dear Kate,” said Joseph,
¢ we ought to notice and learn every
common thing around us. From the
plants we get food to nourish us,
medicine to heal us, and clothing to
cover uS. The wheat plants gave me
the straw for my hat. The erocus

plant grew the yellow color for the
ribbon. The indigo plant the dark
blue for nsckerchiefs. The flax plant
the linen for my shirt ; and the cotton
tree for your gown.” s

“Yes,” said Kate, ¢ and my shoe-
strings came from a silkworm, your
coat from a sheep, and your shoes
from a calf.”

“ An4,” resumed Jossph, ¢ the oak
trees are made into ships, the hemp
plant into sails, and the wind blows
them along. The earth gives usiron
for our railroads ; and water the
mighty steam for the engines. These
are all very cominon things, and yet
man has fouad much good by thinking
about them.” -

Thus little Joseph taught his sister
every day about all the things they
saw, until she was a great girl; and
now they beth enjoy more happiness
than ever ; for they are both teaching
more than a hundred children how to
feel that they are all the works of
God, and how beautifully every tking
is made to delight the eye and satisfy
the soul that thirsts for knowledge.

Life.

Like to the falling of a star,

Or as the flights of eagles are,

Or like the fresh spring’s gaudy hae,

Or silver drops of moring dew,

Or like a wind that chafes the fleod,

Or bubbles which on water stood—

E’en such is man, whose borrowed light

is straight call’d in, and paid to night,

The wind blows out; the bubble dies,

The spring entonrd’d in antumn lies;

‘The dew dries up ; the star is shot ;

The flight is past—a man forgot.
—Henry King, Bishup of Chichester,
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