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WESLEYAN MISSIONARY NOTICES,

FEBRUARY 1st, 1871,

SASKATCHEWAN DISTRICT.
VICTORIA.

“'THE pestilence that walketh in darkness, and destroyeth at noon
day” has swept over the broad and fertile plains of the great Saskatche-
wan, not overlooking the settlement of Victoria, where many have
been “obedient to the faith,” and many also have died happy in the
Lord. We bespeak attention to the following letters from the Rev.
G. McDougall, and then we are sure of the churches' sympathies, and
the churches’ prayers. Rarely has it been our lot to present such in
stances of deep aflliction, combined with such Christian fortitude and-

heroism,

May God comfort the bereaved mourners !

" Letter from the Rev. G. McDoveaLy, dated Victoria, Oct. 21s¢, 1870.

As there will be no other chance for
writing wotil winter expires, T send
this on to Carlton, hoping it may reach

ou.
Y Since I last wrote, the harrowing
scenes we have passed through cannot
be detailed.  Small-pox has swept
away hundreds. To relieve the suffer-
¢rs, and seek to lighten the sorrows of
the bereaved, has been our work. Of
all men, the ignorant, destitute red
man is the most wretched when a
strange disease appears amongst them :
many have died alone and unattended.
Not a few have sought relief by plung-
ing into the river; and multitudes
who recovered from the discase have
perished from destitution. We have
sought, by every means in our power,
to stop the spread of this great de-
stroyer ; and with deep gratitude I re-
cord the fact, that, up to the .present
date, not onc of the old settlers of
White Fish Lake or Victoria have
died of small-pox. Our trouble has
been with the poor Plain Crees who
fled to the Missjon in their distress.
Many of these have died within sight
of our door ; and yet my own family,
which, including adopted children,

numbers nineteen souls; have hitherto
escaped. To God alone be all the
praise !

Never was the arrogance and bigotry
of Popery more manifest. Having
tanght their deluded followers to look
to them as to a god, when the scourge
first appeared they collected their peo-
gle into large camps : the bodves of the

ead, the infected, and the well, were
all collected in the Church. The spi-
ritnal power of the Priest proclaimed
the grand specific, but all has failed.
At their Mission, 10 miles from Edmon-
ton, upwards of 100 have died, mostly
French half-breeds ; while numbers of
the same people have died on the
Plains.

My son has gone with the Victoria
Camp to the Plains. Our people must
have provisions. Bro. Steinhaur is out
with his {:eople. I enclose you a note
written the day he started. Brother
Campbell was here last week ; my son
and he have arranged (D.V.) to start
on a visit to the Mountain Stoneys, the
first snow. Our poor Stoneys ! ~ I fear
most of them are gone. So great has
been the mortality amongst these West-
ern tribes in the last.cight years, that
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bLut for the assurance that numbers
have died in the trivmph of our faith,
our work would be most discouraging.

I have just received a letter from
Me. Hardistie, of Fort Edmonton. Two
hundred of the St. Albert people are re-
ported dead, and many are sick I fear
ghere.  There will be great distress
this winter, the fall huut bheing a
failure.

When T left for Red River, I had
three good horses ; I took two with
me, leaving one with Mrs. McDougall.
The Blackfeet, during a thunder storm,

stole the horse from the door yoke,
and also killed one of our cows; but
these are small matters compared to the
loss some have sustained. My most
intelligent neighbors believe that Jesuit-
ism is at the bottom of all our Black-
feet troubles.  One thing we do know,
that we have been represented to them
as harboring their enemies, killing their
people, &c. If ever the rights and
liberties of British subjects are enjoyed
by Saskatchewanites, the world shall
know sonie of the dark deeds of the
past two years.

Letter from the Rev. G. McDovcavy, dated Victoria Mission, Dec. 2nd, 1870.

When I wrote you last, our people,
accompanied by my son, were starting
for the Plains. 'We used cvery precau-
tion to prevent all that were infected
with small-pox from going with the
party, I followed them to their first
encampment, and there we detected
small-pox, and had the family removed.
Thanks to the great Preserver of lifeno
other case occurred among them during
their leng sojourn. This was the more
remarkable, as they passed over a part
of the country where the Blackfeet
had left scores of their dead in an un-
buried state. At one place they passed
the tent of the celebrated Chiel Nah-
doos, the principal murderer of our
Mas-ke-pe-toon.  An enemy more to be
dreaded than the Cree had overtaken
kim ; and now, surrounded by numbers
of his dead warriors, his body was left
to be devoured by wolves. From a

ole projecting at the top of the tent
Boated a Union Jack and the warrior’s
coat, mounted with ermine. We have
not yet ascertained the number of
Blackfeet who have died with small-
pox ; but, judging by the number of un-
buried Lodies left at each encampment,
the mortality must have been very
great. In the Upper Saskatchewan,
not including the Blackfeet, there can-
not have heen less than one thousand
deaths ; at the French Half-breed set-
tlement, near Edmonton, three hun-
dred have died, and many are still
afflicted. Our position at Victoria has
been a tryingone. The more intelligent
of our people, who acted upon advice
given them In the early part of ‘the
geason, have escaped the disease. There

has been but one case here among the
English half-breeds ; and our old Chief,
who, with a part of his band fled to
the woods on the breaking out of the
disease, has, up to this date, escaped
the sickness.

Yet great have been the sufferings
we have witnessed. Our Mission has
been a centre to which the diseased
from all parts came destitute of food ;
and, in dread of the Blackfeet, they
crowded around the Mission house.
We have had to bury the dead and
wait upon the dying. In these labours
we have been nobly assisted by the H.
B. Company’s officers, who, at the risk
of their lives, have never failed at
the post of duty.

September 25th.—The disease first
appeared in my own family ; and on
the 13th of October our youngest
daughter, aged eleven years, died.
How precious to our bleeding hearts
her dying words! Flora loved the Sa- -
viour.

October 23rd.—We are now passing
through deep waters, all prostrate
with the fearful disease except Mrs.
MoDougall—and she exhausted with
watching. Yesterday I felt it was
high time to set my house in order. For
two nights my mind has been wander-
ing, and what course the disease may
take I cannot tell ; but I bless God,
come what will, I feel all is right. I
feel I am an unworthy sinner, but a
sinner saved by grace. I had a lon
conversation with my much belove
daughter, Georgians, and gave her di-
rections as regards the futuze. Little
did I think, as she stood beside me the
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picture of health and youthful energy,
that before I fully recovered myself I
should lay her ‘in her grave ! Last
night she was taken very ill, and to-day
it was distressing to witness the change
that has taken place in her appeararnice.

24th. —Last night I resolved to sit
up and not allow myself to sleep. Most
earnestly T prayed that T might retain
my senses, and, blessed be God, he has
heard my prayer; and to-day, though
the disease has developed, I am enabled
to wait upon others.

25th.—This morning a Cree woman
came to me and begged that 1 would
Daptize her infant graudchild, who had
been taken with the small-pox. I
walked to the tent and attended the
duty, and though the day was stormy
1 have felt no evil consequences.

26th.—This morning I heard a person
crying at the garden gate, and on going
out found a worthy Cree, whose family
were all suffering from the sickness.
The poor fellow said that his only son
had just died in his arms and he wanted
wme to help to bury him. I went and
dug the grave, and assisted the afilicted
father in burying his child. In less
than a week he himself was in his
rave,

28th. —This morning I buried our
Anna. My son-in-law, Mr. Hardistie,
dug her grave at the foot of Flora’s,
They were warm friends in life, and in
death they have been but a few days
parted. Anna was fourteen years old.
She was the daughter of the late O-ge-
mah-wah-shis. He gave her to us a
few hours before his happy death. She
was the best looking native girl in this
part of the country ; of a docile, tract-
able disposition. We were all much
attached to Anna, ;

Nov. 1st.—At five o’clock this after-
noon our Georgiana breathed her last.
The last intelligible words she uttered
were prayer. A few days before she
was taken ill she told her sister that
during one of theservices in the church
her soul was greatly blessed, and we all
observed & marked change in her con-
duct. The great Master was evidently
preparing her for a better life. Geor-
giana died at her post. For months
she has laboured incegsantly for the good
of this suffering people. Conversant
with their language and modes of
thought, she proved herself a judicious

counsellor. My kind ncighbours,
Messrs, Hardistie and Lait, brought
the coffin and placed it at the gate, and
my son and self carried her mortal re-
maing to the grave. When we were
filling in the carth, he uttered an ex-
pression which found an echo in my
poor heart, ¢ Father, I find it hard to
bury our own dead ;” but just vhen the
words of the Apostle were applied with
such force to my mind that I could
not restrain myself from shouting themn
aloud, ¢¢O death, where is thy sting?
O grave, where is thy victory ? Thanka
be to God who giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ "

13th Nov.—This morning 1 returned
from my sixth visit to a miner, who
lives about ten miles north of Victoria.
The poor fellow has been very ill with
inflammation of the lungs, and I trust
the Lord is sanctifying his afiliction,
About twelve o'clock last night I
noticed that be was very much excited,
and throwing up his bandshe exclaimed,
0 wretched man that Iam ! The son
of a pious mother, often have I laid
these hands upon her knee and repeated
prayer, and many a time has she led
me by that hand to the class-meeting—
and yet, for twenty years, I have for-
saken my mother’s counsel. Oh, my
God, I will return !”"—and my afilicted
neighbor has returned, and found peace
in believing. And herelet me say, take
courage, ye praying mothers. This is
the third case I have met with
among these wild adventurers who,
in the time of extremity, have turned
their thoughts to their pious mothers.
The mother may mever know it, bub
a covenant-keeping od has answered
her prayers.

18th November.—Quarterly Meeting.
—After an intermission of two months
we have again ventured to hold a pub-
lic service. Our meeting was decply
affecting : there were vacant scats to
remind us of the past. There could
be little done in the way of preaching.
Both Missionaries and pedple wept be-
fore the Lord. I could not refrain
from reviewing the past. Since my
connection with this Mission more than
one hundred adults, natives, have
passed away, Some of these were
marked menand women, earnest Chris-
tians, who were a credit tp the Church
of Christ. ‘Then the multitude of dear
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children, my own among the number,
who delighted in singing the syveet songs
of Zion. ‘These have all disappeared
from among the living. At tirst sight
there was something very discouraging,
and we felt that if m this life only we
had hope, we should be most miserable ;
but ours is a work for eternity, and
these are not lost to us. Our love-
feast was a season of power, and the
Comforter was present.
22nd November.—Started for Ed-
montou in _company with Captain But-
ler, Mr. Hardistie, and Mr. Clarke.
The Captain is out on a tour of inspee-
tion, and takes a dec;; interest in the
(fzreat North-West. He declares the
act is humiliating to an Englishman
that so fine a country should have been
totally neglected. °
The weather is very fine,—the plains
free from snow,—stock of all kinds
taking care of themselves. When I
told the Captain that the average-of
such winters was two out of three he
appeared surprised, and declared the
country superior to parts of the United
States boundary of miles south of the

we were cordially received by Mr,
Christic, whose long residence in this
country enabled him to give much
valuable information to the Commis-
sioner.

On Monday, I was present at a novel
ceremony, (at least in the Saskatche-
wan), the swearing m of Mr. Ciuistie
and Mr. Hardistie as magistrates for
the Western Territory. “Their power
will be nominal until troops are sent
in ; and yet it will enable us to protect
ourselves against the whiskey traders,
for if we cannot enforce the law here
we shall assuredly follow them to
Manitoba,

We have also the prospect of a
monthly mail next summer, and this
will be a grand advance when com-
%red with one express in the year.

hile at Fort Edmonton, through the
kind co-operation of Mr. Christie, we
raised one hundred dollars towards
finishing the Stoney Church. I would
just add that I.have recently heard
from all the brethren in the District.
They and their families have, up to
this date, escaped the pestilence,

Saskatchewan. At Fort Edmonton

RED RIVER DISTRICT.
HIGH BLUFF,

Tae Mission to High Bluff, opened by the Rev. George Young,
and to which the Rev. M. Robison was especially appointed, has
been attended with very encouraging results. He was warmly wel-
comed by the lonely and destitute settlers, who have contributed,
according to their power, very liberally to his support, and to the
erecsion of buildings wherein to assemble for Divine worship  Their
limited means prevent the immediate completion of sanctuaries
for holy and devotional exercises ; and,’ naturally, they look to their
more favored brethren in Canada, some of whom cun erect buildings
for the same purpose costing tens of thousands of dollars. Possibly
they call to mind the Divine injunction, « Look not every man on his
own things, but every man also upon the things of others;” and
judging from the connexional principle developed in so early a part of
the history.of the Church, when the outside disciples of Jerusalem
made 2 collestion for the poorer saints inside of the city, and sent it by
8t -Paul to make distribution of it among them ; they may have
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reasoned and concluded their brethren in Canada would come to their
help in this movement, and generously assist in the completion of their
buildings to be devoted to God as Wesleyan Methodist Churehes.
Hitherto, the policy of the Missionary Society has not comprehended
in its benevolent designs this part of the work ; but has confined itself
purely to the maintenance of those who have gone abroad as the
messengers of the Churches to convert men from sin to holiness.
In doing this, the Parent Society has gone a little further:—hence
they bave made loans without interest, occasionally, to assist in the
erection of places for Divine worship, to be repaid when the circum-
stances of the community so improved that they no longer neceded to
remain under such an obligation. In the present unformed state of
society, it is impossible to expect men to .dvance loans to complete
such enterprises ; and the only refuge the Missionary has in his zeal
and labors to form churches of living members who shall have a con-
secrated spot in which they will gather for worship, is in the Society
who has authorised him to go forth and preach the ¢ unsearchable
riches of Christ.” The fact of their needing such places after so short
a time has passed from the commencement of his Mission, should com-
mand our gratitude and praise, and, if possible, lead us to devise means
to give solidity and permanency to the work he has, with the Divine
blessing, so auspiciously began.

Letter from the Rev. M. RoBisoN, dated Sept. 7, 1870.

If there are circumstances in which
letter-writing becomes a duty, I must
acknowledge it to be a duby in which
I have not yet learned to take delight.
I feel conscious, Lowever, of your in-
terest in the work, and of your anxiety
to know how and where it is progress-
ing, and consequently try to discharge
my duty, and let you know just how
matters stand in connection with this
Mission.

The year has been one of changes.
The anxieties, perplexities, and dis-
couragements of a lifetime seem to
have been crowded into the short space
of one year. The rebellion, which
was styled by some ‘‘a tempest ina
tea-pot,” has had its horrifying accom-
paniments. To be finprisoned in small
unventilated and unheated rooms, and
fed on pemican and water, is a trifling
matter; but to see one of Britain’s
noblest and truest sons mardered in

cold blood, without the shadaav of a
trial in a dialect intelligible to bim, is
an action that no Briton can look upon:
without mingled feelings of horror and
revenge. The Christian world may
and should refuse to cherish these feel-
ings of revenge so common to the out-
side world ; but she should, at the
same time, raise her voice and use her
influence to have justice meted out to
those who are guilty of such a base
crime, and cry shame upon the nation
or people who would allow such out-
rages to be perpetrated with impunity,
or such cold-blooded murderers and
accomplished rascals to go unpunished.

It is quite natural to suppose that
the feelings of those who have been
opposed to this movement, and have
suffered in consequence of that oppo-
sition, would be, to say the least, very
much soured. Ina word, the influencos
for evil, which have been consequent
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upon the troubles prevalent in this
country during the past year, have
been so great that the efforts of the
few in this land who have been striving
to battle against those influences seem
but useless, and were it not that the
God of nations has promised to be with
us, and to fight our battles for us,
those efforts would be worse than use-
less—would be folly and madness.

In reviewing the past we cannot
but be thankful to the great Giver of
all good for His grace, and for the
gracious influences of the ever-blessed
Spirit which have enabled us, in the
midst of these heart-rending and
troublesome times, not only to retain
our ground, but to make some little
progress in the things which belong to
our eternal peace, and thus we realize
the truth of the saying, ¢ If God be for
us, He is more than all that can be
against us;” or, as St. Paul says, ¢ If
God be forus, who can be against us ?”

At the High Bluff we have service
every Sabbath morning and evening
alternately, with a coungregation of
about forty, a membership of seventeen,
and a Sabbath-school of forty or more,
all told. During the months of June
and July, there were nearly 3,000
verses recited in this school, and we
are looking forward to the time when
there shall be an abundant harvest
gathered from the seed which is being
scattered. We have a church under
way here, but are not able to complete
it this fall, in consequence of the
scarcity of material, and of the where-
with to procure it. Our love-feast
and sacrament will beheld (D.V.) next
Sabbath, and as they have provem: to
be scasons of refreshing to our souls in
the past, we are expecting a happy
day. May we realize the fulfilment of
the promise, that ¢ they that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength !”

At Poplar Point the Lord is doing a
good work. We have here a congrega-
tion of over fifty, Sabbath-school num-
bering about the same, and a member-
ghip of nine, none of whom were mem-
bers a year ago. There is one fact
often spoken of by even our enemies,
that this people have forsaken the
bottle, whioh was 8o great a curse to
them, and have become temperate.
Qur church here, which was raised this
summer, musb.remain unfinished until

next year, for the same reason that we
have delayed the completion of the one
at the Bluff—scarcity of means. We
are willing to do all we can in the way
of church building and improvement ;
but I ask the question, Must we
depend altogether upon our own re-
sources ? e need churches at every
appointment, and must have them, or
be hampered and prevented from ac-
complishing that amount of good we
might otherwise do.

At Gowlers’ we have a congregation
of about forty, mostly young people, a
class of six, and a Sabbath-school of
twelve or fiftecen in attendance, and
are contemplating the erection of a
church next summer. The people are
attentive listeners to the word pro-
claimed, and we are striving to lead
them to the Saviour. I have realized
the truthfulness of the remarks of our
beloved President when he told me I
might expect much opposition ; but L
believe the clouds of prejudice will
vanish before the refulgence of the
Gospel sun; and thus I go on in the
name of the Lord, feeling confident
that whatever wotk is of Him shall
succeed. The great good which T be-
lieve our heavenly Father will bring
out of the great evils dene during the
past year, will but prove again the
truthfulness of the words, ¢‘The
wrath of man shall praise thee.”

At Portage Laprairie our congrega-
tion is about the same as at Gowlers’,
and we have a small Sahbath-school ;
but as I an_ only there every fortnight,
and circumstances have transpired to
prevent parties who would take charge
of the school from being regular in
their attendance, it is not in so pros-
perous a condition as we would desire.
This is likely to be a place of some im-

ortance, and we shall be compelled to

uild a church here to accommodate
the congregations, particularly as this
scems to be the point of attraction for
immigrants, and as we expect a de-
tachment of thg Volunteer force to be
stationed here.

In my letter to Dr. Taylor, I pro-
posed to add 25 per cent. to any amount
not exeeeding $1000 which might be

anted me for building purposes.

lease let me know if there is any
possibility of doing anything for us.
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I have lately commenced an appoint-
ment at Rat Creek, eight miles from
the Portage, where there are three
families settled : one, Charles Fawcett,
the son of one of our old local preachers
in Canada, and the others Presbyterian.
‘We have a Sabbath-school of fifteen
persons who, by the way, make up my
congregation at that place. There are
better days coming for Rat Creek, and
whoever may live to see another year,
will see not only three families, but
a good many times three settled in
that neighborhood.

In order to get these Sabbath-schools
in working order, I have been laboring

almost incessantly for the past eight’

mouths. My Sabbath work has been
to preach three times; superintend
three Sabbath-schools; lead a class,
and close up at night with a prayer-
meeting. This, with preaching on Mon-
day aud Tuesday evenings, and the
other necessary work of the Mission,

has been more than I could bear: so I
have left the schools mostly in the
care of the different superintendents,
praying that the blessing of the Lord
may rest upon their labors. T look
upon our Sabbath-schools as the hope
of our cause here. This is the best
place to get recruits for the army of
the Lord.” We are greatly in need of
books for our schools. We have over
130 teachers and scholars in the differ-
ent schools, and have no books but
Testaments, and not half enough of
them. Ineed not mention what books
are needed in our schools. A greabt
amount of good might be done here by
the distribution of tracts, and T hope
some of our warm friends will under-
take to supply us with these things.

Please let me know if anything will
be done in assisting us to complete our
churches. We need additional labor-
ers here. May the good Lord raise up
and qualify men for this work.

NORWAY HOUSE,
Letter from the Rev. B. R. Young, dated Rossville, Oct. 4th, 1870.

As the last boats are just passing
from York to Red River, I will im-
prove the opportunity offered, and
write, as there will be no other chance
until the Christmas packet. .

‘We are thankful to be able to report
that a degree of spiritual health and
frosperity has been given us since we

ast wrote. ’

Yesterday we held our love-feast and
gacrament services.  Although two
brigades of our people had not yet re-
turned from their long trips, as we ex-
pected, yet the church was crowdéd,
and over one hundred and fifty came
to the Lord’s table.

Perhaps I cannot better please yon
than by giving you a report-of the ex-
perience of some of our red brethren,
uttered in the love-feast. There was
a gracious spiritual influence felt, and
we knew we were among a people who
spoke from hearts glowing with the
love of God !

Timothy Bear said : “ I want to tell
you a little of what 1 feel in my heart
to-day. I feel it good to be herein the
Lord’s house, and with those who love
Him, The greatest anxicty of my

heart is to serve God better and better
as I grow older. I know I cannot do
this, but by Almighty help God will
help us.  And may we love Him more,
and each other mere; and may God
help us to pray inore for each other, and
for ourselves,”

Hymn—Ayumeoowinah, &e. .¢The
praying spirif breathe.”

Thomas Walker said : ¢ We have all
found ¢ut hefore now that there is
nothing like religion to comfort us.
‘Wher »he Spirit of God shines into our
soul instead of darkness, our way is
like the sunlight on the waters, Iam
glad to see so many here waiting to
bow at Jesug' table. Letus try hard
to s€e Him in heaven.”

William Memotas—*‘ I am very glad
and happy to serve Jesus so long as he
lends me health, By-and-bye 1 shall
be ith Him, and there I shall have
1o pain, and will'praise my Jesus for
ever. Iask God to be with me, and
to assist me to serve him every day.”

Hymn—Pe-tahna mahme-chate-yok,
&e. ‘“Oh! for a thousand tongues.”

.~ Robert Ateron sajd : “I also want
to tell you a little about the service of
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God. I am trying to belong to God felt very happy in my sickness. The

wherever I am.  As God is cvery-
where, I want to serve God every-
where, T am trying to say a few words
for God in private places. I hope God
will give me knowledge and understand-
ing. I am not worthy even to talk
about Jesus ; but He died for me, and
therefore I may talk about Him ; and
as He died for all, so I may go and tell
them this good news.”

James Cochran (a chief) said: “I
am glad once more to be with you in
God’s house. I often think, how can
I arrange my buntings and journeys so
as to be at all of these love-feasts and
sacraments?  Since T decided many
years ago to give up paganism and be-
come a Christiar, I have never missed
one of these meetings, though some-
times 1 have had to travel hundreds of
miles to get here. I ask God to give
me his Holy Spirit to help me to fol-
low Christ’s example, and to keep all
of God's commandments.”

Hymn —Jesus neteta ye moo-win
espemik, &c. (English.) “Jesus, my all,
to heaven is gone,” &ec.

Mary Cook, anold woman, said : “1I
amglad to be here once more. I have
been very sick, and thought God was
poing to take me home to heaven., I

)

room often seemed light with the pres-
ence of the Lord. Irefused to go with
my relations to live in the woods be-
cause I so love to meet with God’s
people in his house.”

Big Tom said : ‘‘1 am not worthy to
stand up and speak of the goodness of
God, I am so sinful, but my trust is
in Jesus who died for sinners. I have
the good feeling in my heart that God
hears my prayers when I pray to Him.”

Many more utteredsimilar sentiments
to these, which the teacher noted down
at the time. ‘There is something re-
markable in the zeal, and even sacrifice,
which many of the people exhibit for
the services of the sanctuary. James
Cochran, for example, whose testimony
is given, will never go on a trip for H,
B. Co., no mnatter how lucrative, unless
he is sure that he will bie back in time
for tne Sacrament service. He says he
is always rewarded for coming in from
his hunting irounds in winter, even if
a whole week is consumed in coming
and returning over such a long dreary
waste as scparates his hunting ground
from the Church.  This is no vave ex-
ception : there are many others equally
zealous and devoted.

Letter from the Rev. E. R. Youxe, dated Rossville, Jan. 4th, 1871.

I am slowly mastering the language,
and can attend to all my Missionary
duties, with the exception of the prin-
cipal Indian sermon on the Lord’s day.

Please convey to the Committee my
very kindest thanks for their kindly
feelings and liberal appropriations.
These appropriations seem large, but
they seem to be so necessary in such a

Jace. Very frequently the best off

ere have to go for a day or two with-
out food. Think how much worse off
are the poor and sick. I cannot go to
the bedside of our own poor sick mem-
bers, and offer them the ‘‘Bread of
Life,” until 1 have given them of the
bread that perisheth; the want of
which is often the cause of their sick-
ness.

I have not time to write a long letter
at this moment, as the packet-men are
in a hurry to return to Red River, but
will hastily note down a few little things

not devoid of interest for you. I cor-
pleted, a few days ago, my Christmus
visitations at all the houses, conversing
with the people individually. Aboug
fifty young men and women gave me
their names as probationers. They
seemed all very anxious to commence
the New-Year as members of the
Church. T also received back into the
Church,at their urgent request,on trial,
all who had been expelled in the past
for drunkenness. The liquor traffic is
abolished, and none are more thankful
than these poor Indians who were ex-
pelled from the Church on account of
16,

We had a most delightful watch-
night service. As so many Indians

.come in from their hunting grounds

during the holidays, I always -give
them the sacrament at the watch-night
service. About a hundred and sixty.
came to the Lord’s table.
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The best description I can give of
those hallowed midnight hours, are the
words of a good old Indian woman,
¢ If we conldalways feel so good,.carth
would he heaven.”

Over five hundred called upon us on
Christmas-day, (Monday kept this
year,) with kindly greetings, and re-
ceived their usual cup of tea and cake.

The great Feast was held on the
2nd. It was a bitterly cold day, but
Indians scem to feel no cold and fear
no storm when there is a good feast in
the question. In spite of its been
forty-cight degrees below zero, every
man woman and child pnt in an appear-
ance. Tcicles formed inside the church,
on the heads of the nails, and little
spowbauks were made under every
piace where the cold air, rushing in
throngh crevices, met the warm air
charged with the vapors from tea-
kettles, &e., &e. :

The Indian is called stoieal ; so he is
when a stranger is present, but when
he likes he can be justas full of fun and
wit as a pale-face. After their great
feast, they bad their usual speech-
making. A chairnan was appointed,
who discharged his duties admirably.
He called on about a dozen men, one
after another, who spoke as well as the

same number of whites could have
done, called up so at random.

The head Chief was called on to
speak. They spent a joyous evening,
and went home after praising God that
they enjoyed so many mercies. Nothing
occurred to mar the proceedings. The
utmost good humor and kindly feelings
abounded. .

But I must close this hurried letter.
My fear is you will hardly be able to
decipher it, owing to my limited time.

P. S.—My dog train has just return-
ed from Red Xiver with part of my
outfit ordered a year ago. I went in
for these things in the summer, but
they bad not arrived. Mr. Geo. Young

aid some boatmer: 317 to wait 24 hours
onger last fall, and as they did not ar-
rive then, I have had tosend, at an ad-
ditional 240 expense, for half of them.
These extras foot np very much, and
also prevent attention to ministerial
duties. 1 ought to have goneto Oxford
instead of to Red River, but must have
supplies. I ounght to have gone to
Nelson River with the dogs, instead of
sending them to Red River, but we
cannot live very well here without
flannel. T hope to start for Oxford in
four weeks.

=4

BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRICT.
CHILLIWHACK.

Letler from the Rev. GEo. CLARKSON,

I have now been on this my new
Circuit two weeks. Xnowing it to be
my duty to wrile to you occasionally,
X conclude to write now while first im-
pressions are strong and vivid, rather
than wait longer.

I arrived here a few days after Mr.
Crosby’s departure, and was kindly re.
ccived by the people— with most of
whom 1 had a prior acquaintance. I
purchased a horse and equipments, and
was thus in a position to get through
the mud and water, with which tlis
place abounds in this scason of the
year, and to reach my various appoint-
ments.

The settlers are somewhat scattered,
and as the roads dre not good,—in facs
they arc mere trails—no money having
been expended by the Government and

dated Chilliwhack, Nov. 10th, 1870.

very little by the peaple for their con-
struction, the people find it extremely
difficult to get together at the church ;
those who have no horses and live at
any distance from the church scldom
meet with us there during the wet
season. As far as I am concerned, it
would be next to impossible for me to
attend to my duties without a horse.
Mectings among the white popula-
tion arc held as follow, viz., Sunday
morning at 11 o’clock, preaching, fol-
lowed by aclass-meeting inthe chureh ;
and alternately on Sumf:v.y in the after-
noon, preaching at Sumas and upper
end of Chilliwhack settlement by the
itinerant ; the service at Sumas bheing
followed by a class-meeting. One o
our local brethren preaches on the
Sunday when the itinerant is absent.
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There is prayer-meeting at Chilliwhack
on Wednesday evenings, and at Sumas
on Thursday evenings.

Meetings among the Indians arc as
follow, viz., preaching on Sunday at
1 o’clock in the church, followed by a
fellowship-meeting, while the preacher
ﬁallops off to his' next appointment.

luesday evening, preaching at Kultus

Lake, followed by class-mecting ; and
preaching again the next morning, at
daylight, before leaving : this place is
7 miles away. A class-meeting at
Scowkale, about 3 miles away, on Wed-
nesday evenings, led by Bros. Pecrs and
David Saloselton, but which must be
visited oceasionally by the itinerant.
Another class-meeting at the head of
Sumas Lake, 15 miles away, led by
Bros. Vedder and David Saloselton.
Bro. V. has to travel 10 miles to meet
this class; which fact will show you
that we are not without zealous co-
labourers. Our fourth class is held at
the Squi-hallu camp, close by, on Sun-
day worning before service—joint
Ieaders, Bros. Berfrand and David
Saloselton.

The blessed fruits of the late camp-
meeting here are plainly observable
among the Indians. Before the Maple
Bay camp-mecting there was not a
single member here, and now there are
four classes. I have been astonished
whenever I have gone among those
camps which are not swayed by
the Priests, at the earnest spirit of en-
quiry which is manifested—Dby old as
well asyoung.  They are $hoteghly in
earnest, and avail themselves o1 every
opportunity of hearing the Gospel.
Both Sundays I have been here there
have been some who came from all the
places T have meutioned, some as far
off as 15 miles, notwthstanding that it
was raining steadily. I think I caunot
do better than give you an account of
my visits to these places.

. SQUI-HALLA.

The first Sunday after my arrival I
atteuded the class-meeting at this
place—I need scarcely mention that on
all occasions when visiting Indians 1
am accampanied by Bro. David Salos-
clton, who began interpreting and

reaching at Nanaimo, and who received
is instruction in our Mission-school

there. My own knowledge of the lan-
guage is not near sufficient to permit
me to preach to them or sustain a close
conversation without the aid of an in-
terpreter.  'Well, this little band (there
were ¢ight in the class) were very glad
to see me, forthe Priest had been trying
to get them back, by telling them that
Mr. Crosby had left them and that no
one would take his place, and they
would be like sheep without a shepherd.
Not being quite sure that the Priest
was wrong, they had been feeling some-
what disquieted until they saw me.
told them that 1 intended to remain
several months, and that when I went
away another Pastor would be scnt to
them. Part of this camp still remain

Papists ; but it will not belong T think
ere they all abandon the mummeries of
that religion. Those who spokein this
meeting secemed much in earnest ; some
were very happy and told of Jesus’ love
to them and of theirs to Him in such a
way that I am convinced they are really
converted and understand what experi-
mental religion is.

KULTUS LAKE.

‘We started on Tuesday afternoon for
this place. The road, which has been
much improved by the Indians since
camp-meeting, led us right over the
spur of a mountain, from which we had
a fine view of the surrounding country.
At the foot of the mountain on the
other side we came to the Chilliwhack
River, on the opposite of which are
several houses, and the little church
which the Indians put up mostly ad
their own expense, under the direc -ion
and with the manual assistance of Bro.
Croshy, who has certainly shown him-
self by the abundance of his labars to
be the Indian’s friend. We ford:d the
river here. 1t was almost full with
salmon ; so much so, that with every
step the horses took there was sucha
violent commotion produced as to send
the waters in our faces. We found
Captain John, the Chicf, at home. He
is a fine specimen of the Indian. He
took our horses, and it was not long till
his wifc set before us a very respectable
meal. Hishouse is buailt of cedar, and
though not so large or so well-adorned
as that of Solomon, yet I think it might
compare well as to cleanliness with his.
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There we found a cooking-stove, table,
benches, and ather articles used by
Europeans. The bed we slept in that
night was clean and comfortable. + We
visited all the houses and sy oke to all
the people about Jesus. In one of
these places was an old man who was
bed-ridden. He told us that he had
been very glad to see the ¢ King
George ” (English) missionaries coming
among the Indians. He, himself, had
never leaned to the Catholic Priests,
because their words and actions did not
please him. He had heard years ago,
when a young man, of salvation and
Jesus, fromm gome Indians who had
come across the mountuins from the
Far East. He was glad to sec us be-
cause we told him of God, and heaven,
and Jesus. He could not expect to
live much longer, and he wanted to
know about the heavenly country and
how to get there. He bad long been
wishing to sec this day, when God
would send them teachers, and now he
was glad that his people were leaving
the Priest and enquiring what God’s
commands concerning them were,

We preached fo a congregation of
twenty-three, and afterwards had a
prayer-meeting, in which nearly all took
s part. Inthe morning, we preached
to them again, and had class-meeting,
and then started back. We visited
Scowkale the same day, preached to
about a dozen, and then had class-
meeting.  Here is where the chief
lives who, after the camp-mecting,
went home and broke in picces the
cross, which had been planted in his
camp by the priest. He is much in
carnest, and wants us to get a little
house near by, which thepriest formerly
ased, to hold our mectings in; he will
give liberally, and X think I will be
able to secure it.

Sumas Canp.

We bad previously sent word that
we would visit this place on Friday,
the 4th of November, but it was such a
stormy morning (snow fell for the
first tine this scason) that I felt but
little disposed to move out. David’s
courage and hardihood, however, shamed
me into going, ' for he said that he
wswould go, even if he went alone. Tt
was a long, wet ride, through the
prairies part of the time, then along

the base of the mountains, on which,
but higher up, the clouds were deposit-
ing the snow as they passed along.
We got it in the shape of rain.  On
account of the weather, the way (15
miles) seemed very long ; but about 3
o'clock we arrived at the camyp, and
repairing to the chief's house, we pro-
ceeded in the first place to dry our
clothes, after which we preached to
about 20 Indians, and held a feliowship
meeting. Somc of the people had come
several miles through the rain and
storm, and even some very old people
had walked a considerable distance.
Weslept in the chicf’s house that night.

I trust that God will carry on his
work which has been so wonGerfully
begun among the people: bit means
must be used. It is absolutely neces-
sary, in order to sustain the work
already begun, and to carry it still
furtherinto the enemy’s territory, that
I should always have an interpreter.
At present, I have a good one in David,
but I know not ‘how long he will stay
with mes He is under no obligation
to remain, and it is only owing to the
generosity of Bro. Wells, who has so
far given him his board, that we have
been able to keep him here.  Clothes
have been procured for him, but are
not yet paid for, and he is in urgent
need of some other articles. He has
been laboring on the New Westminster
Circuit and hexe since the 1st Septem-
ber, and Iaboring faithfully too. I
shall be glad to hear that you have
given our respected Chairman supplies
and orders to pay the expenses
incurred.

My desire to sce our work prosper
among this poor people, causes me,
even at the risk of being thought pre-
sumptuous, to give adviee to our Mis-
sionary Committee. My advice is this,
that they allow or advise the Chairman
to take out at once, for the Indian
work, both David and Xusban. There
is plenty of work for them to do, and
even for more native laborers, if we
could lay our hands on them. The
Lord bas thrust out the laborers, but
the Lord must also seud the means of
subsistence.  As good stewards of His,
can you not help us ?

My Trust Board are commencing to
build me 2 couple of rooms; when
they are finished, T will be in a position
to teach David every day, and perhaps
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have him live with me. He is very
anxious to learn, is improving daily,
and will, I believe, when a little older,
be a host in the battle against sin.
Even now, though so young, he has
much influence from his godly life and
from the fact that heis able to read for
himself, and not take what another
says as true, simply upon another's
word. ‘This gives him a great advan-
tage, and,being of their own race, they
trust him more than they would sny
white man.

This is the best agricultural district
yet known in B.C. We have some
extensive farms, and some of our far-
mers are well off, but the majority are
just beginning, and at present are

laboring under difficulties.  Every
week land is being pre-empted, and 1
have no doubt that in a few yéars we
shall have a large population ; and X
trust, by the blessing of God, a large
Methodist society. A school-house 18
now being built, and the school is to
begin next spring. This will make
Chilliwhack a still more desirable place
for settlement.

T expect to hold my first Quarterly
Meeting the last Sunday of this month,
which, I believe, will be presided over
by the Chairman, Mr. White, who I
am glad to hear is so far recovered
from his illnsss asto be able to preach
again. May he soon be able to be as
abundant in labors as ever.

——

Letter from the Rev. CORNELIUS BRYANT, dated New Westminster, Dec. S, 1870.

Our November quarter has now
closed, and we find cause for thankful-
ness to the great Head of the Church
for the degree of prosperity vouchsafed.
True, we do nov report an incrcase of
numbers, but we rejoice over an in.
creased piety within the Church. We
report on the whole Circuit, mem-
Bers, 30 ; on trial, 1 ; removed, 1.
Total 31 ; the same as last year. The
congregations are generally good, and
the Sabbath collections have increased.

Early in October, the hearers at our
Burrard’s Inlet appointment, urged me
to give them a preaching service fort-
nig?xt]y, instead of once a month ; and
with the hearty concurrence of our
official brethren, I acceded to their re-
quest. My lack of servicein town occa-
sioned thereby has been ably and cheer-
fully supplied by the local preachers, and
the increased attention to Burrard's

Inlet has been appreciated by a propor-
tionate increase in that congregation.

Whenever I have an opportunity, 1
bold services among the Indians,
although their migratory habits inter-
fere much with any systematic cfforts.
The Indian Sabbath-school in town is
kept up, but often with diminished
numbers from the same cauvse. We
labor on in hope.

Several recent events have conspired
to give an impetus and zest to my pas-
toral work. )I‘hc retarded recovery of
our dear chairman ; the sudden death
of a devotedly pious mother in Eng-
land, many years a Missionary collec-
tors; and frequently recurring cases of
sickness and death within the-sphere
of my Circuit labors, all, all urge
me to renewed excrtion in the Master's
cause, knowing ‘‘the night cometh
when no man can work:”

FRENCH MISSIONS.

ToERE are many who are much interested in the progress of
criptural light and truth among the French-speaking population of the
Dominion. The following extracts will show something of the cha-
racter of the worlk;, and the difficulties attendant upon its prosecution.

Eatracts from the Reports of the FRENCIE TABORERS,

ApansviLLe.—Thisplace has a man-
ufacturing appearance, there being in
it a large tanncry. Strictly speaking,
there is bere but; one Protestant family,

though there arcseveral French familics
that say they have not any further
connection with the Church of Rome.
The average attendance here is from
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10 to 15, the whole of them French.
Work progresses here very slowly, and
needs much visiting, which is given as
much as practicable.  We have some
fruit—one man readily testifying that
the meetings had been made o blessing
tohim. Tour families have given up
conneetion with the Church of Rome,
Lut only one person truly converted to
God.

SruxeLey. —Here we need a re-
organizing process. Seven persons
have expressed a willingness to join
us, and become members of a class, I
have visited about Adamsville, Granby,
Waterloo, Shefford Moeuntain  and
Stukeley, holding wuany conversations
with the people. I distributed 3 Bibles
and 14 Lestunents.

Roxroxn.—I have been able to fill all
my appointments, and to visit quite a
nunber of the several localities; and
I found many with a good hope in the
promises of the Gospel.  The meetings
arc becoming more and more Jargely
attended, and I am much encouraged
t0 sce a strong brotherly spirit pre-
vailing among _the people. I have
great hope of rich blessings from the
Lord upon the people generally. At
Macook the promise of good is not great
at present.  Only one” Freuch family
here ave Protestants. At St George
we have much more encouragement.
Yere there are seven or eight families,
Protestants, and I purpose visiting and
preaching here once a month.

Kxowirox.—] have visited about
15 familics in Knowlton, and gave
them some tracts. I preached o times
in the open air to numbers of the
French, who listened very attentively
and behaved very well. I visited the
mines also, and preached twice there
to some French and English, to whom
I gave some tracts.  Visited Sutlon,
and preached in the open air to 5v
French persons, some of whom came
5 miles to hear. I gave one Testament
amd some tracts. Brome, I preached
twice, and gavetracts. On the whole,
I have some enconragement: to God be
all the praise.

Graxpy, Erc. — Left Granby this
wmorning, for West Farnham ; my soul
greatly blessed. I made afew visits,
but with little success. Was received
kindly in their houses, and was per-
mitted to read and pray in two of

them. Telt an assurance this morning
in prayer that God would give me
some encouragement in my work to-
day. After heing ovdered out of two
houses, I went to a third, and asking
for a drink of water the man gave me
a chair. I sat down, and after talking
about the weather, &e., 1 turned the
conversation to religious subjects. I
showed the man a Testament, and
talked of its value. While thus ecn-
gaged, the wife oame in and looked
somewhat alarmed ; but as I talked of
the love of Jesus her countenance
changed to an expression of kindliness.
She said, *“Sir, the words you speak
touch my heart, they are superb indeed;
but I wounld have you to know that we
are Catholics, and do not want to
change' our religion.” I said, I am
aware you are Roman Catholics, but I
did not ask you to change your religion.
This, however, I will say, that the
name of belonging to a church will not
dave us. We must come to _sce our-
selves lost sinners and fly to Jesus for
mercy and pardon, and throw ourselves
into the arms of the loving Saviour
who died upon the cross to save you
and’'me, and who has promised to cast
none out that come to Hum. 1 said
you will see in that book (the Lesta-
ment) the blessed encouragements Ho
has given, which, if you rcad with
prayer, the Holy Spirit will belp you
to understand, and bring “hem home
with comfort and power to yvur heart.
She said, ““ Yes, and we must pray o
the Virgin Mary and the Saints to in-
tercede for us.” 1 said, I behieved that
was of no use. At this she seemed
astenislhied, and asked me if 1 did not
pray to the Virgin Mary. I said, no;
I thought such would be a sin.  Upon
this, she asked me who bad so much
influence and power with the Son as
the mother? ~ 1 said, dear madain,
allow me to ask you, who loves you
the most, the Virgin Mary or the Lord
Jesus Christ?  After a short pause,
she replied, *‘Jesus loves us most, for
he died for us; but then we ave so
weak we want all the help we can get.”
1 sai@ the blessed Saviour brought
himself down to our level ;3 He became
bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh,
and the first desire in your heart to
come to Him He sces and encourages,
and aids. I then read the parabic of
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the Prodigal Son to them, and after-
wards made remarks thereon. This
had an effect,for the tears came stream-
ing down her face, while the husband
sat in the most solemn silence. I now
prayed with them, after which I bade
them goad-bye, hoped that God would
hel[()l the interview thus closed to their
good.

Bovrox, Erc.—I was in Bolton and
Grass Road, where I had two meet-
ings; the distance is about 9 miles
apart. ‘The meetings were not largely
attended, there being but 8 persons
present at the first, and 10 at the
sccond. I preached on the necessity
of knowing God’s word in order to be
saved. Was at Granby ; congregation
22 persons. In the afternoon I went
to Sheflord Mountain, where I held a
preaching service followed by a prayer-
meeting—attendance, 10 persons. At
Adamsville, preached and held a
prayer-meeting—attendance 15. Three
of the persons joined in the prayer-
meeting. Was again at Granby. The
attendance was ratherlarge. 1preach-
ed from Daniel xii. 10: the necessity
of being co-workers with Christ in
order to the redemption of our race.
We had a good prayer-meeting at
Bolton.  Considering the importance
of visiting, I have followed it very
closely. I have visited in Adamsville,
10 families ; Shefiord Plain, 7 ; Granby,
8; Waterloo, 11; Bolton, 13. These
are families beyond our own people.
They are, in this sense, on new ground.

o~

FROM LATER COMMUNICATIONS.

Knrowrroy. — In Sutton I have
preachéd daring the month 5 times;
3 times in the open air, and visited
some families. West Brome, preached
once and gave tracts. ‘The people
scemed much interested.  Bolton Aline,
1 preached in the open air toa very
large company. After the service
they came to speak to me on the sub-
jeet of religion. In this way we con-
versed for o long time. They wanted
to know if confession to the priest was
enjoined in the Bible. I {pld them no,
that it wasnot in any Bible, Protestant
or Catholic. ““Well,” but they said,
“if that be so, the priest must have
told us what was not true.” I saidto
them, yon must judge for yourselves.

Potton, preached once, and visited for
3 days, distributing tracts. May the
Lord bless the work !

SINGULAR CONVERSATION,

In visiling from house to house, I
had many conversations with the peo-

lc. In one house the man said, ¢ The

rotestant religion was too Iate to be
good.” I asked him to explain his
meaning. He then asked me, where
was my roligion before Luther? I
showed him my Bible and said, Sir, my
religion and that of every good Protes-
tant, is now,.and has always been,
within the covers of this book. This
book is our guide, and St. Paul says,
¢“ Though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed.” He said,
““Don’t you think that our religion is
in the Bible, as well as yowrs?” I
said, No, sir, you cannot show me in
any place in the Bible a sanction for
praying to the Virgin Mary and the
Saints, purgatory, works of supereroga-
tion, confession in the ear of the Priest,
transubstantiation, and many other
things that are preached in the Church
of Rome. ¢ Well,” he said, ‘‘you have
no sacraments; yon do not belicve in the
real presence when you go to com-
munion, and you use common bread
and wine.” T said, You will not blame
us for doing exactly what our Divine
Master did. I then read the passage,
1Cor. x1. 23, 26. Isaid, now, Sir, you
sce he (our Lord) did distribute it in
both kinds, bread and wine, saying, Do
this, as oft as you do it, in remem-
brance of me. ““Yes,” said he, “but did
He not say, that ‘except ye cat the
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his
blood, ye haveno life inyou?” Isaid,
Yes; but he said also, “The words
that X speak unto you they are spirit
and they are life;” and we are no more
to understand Him in -a strict literal
sense in this than when He says, I am
the door; or, I am the way; or, I am
the vine Our blessed Lord had a
spiritual meaning inwhat He then said.
Besides, the psalmist says,in prophesy-
ing of Christ, ¢ Thou wilt not leave
my soul in hell ; neither wilt thou
suffer-thine holy One tosee corruption.”
But this would not bo the case were
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we to receive the communion after the
manner of the Church of Rome : for
then Christ would see corruption evory
day ; for *“ that which gocth into the
belly is cast into the dranght.”” Now,
I said, T have maintained my position
from Scripture, I will sustain itequally
by reason if you will permit me.
said, ‘T want to hear all you have to
say.” Well then, T observed, God has
given us five senses. They are those
of secing, hearing, smelling, tasting and
feeling. . You believe the testimony
which these give, and g0 do T. You
look at this book; you believe it to be
a book, and all the world could not
nersuade you to believe otherwise,
Why ? because your feeling and your
sight bear witness of it assuch. Thus
you judge of what is cold or hot, light
or heavy. Thus also in things subject
to the sense of taste. But in taking
the communion, as the Church of
Rome gives it to her people, youn
must tell these good guides (the
senses) they all bear false witness on
this subject ; and you make yourself a
fool in believing in opposition to their
plainand clearesttestimony. To think
that a poor worm-like man can, by a
few gestures of his hand, and of words
by his lips, bring down the blessed
Tord out of heaven ; place Him in a
wafer ; confine Him in a little box,
and carry Him about in his hand.
‘What an absurdity ! He said. ¢ these
were new ideas to him.” 1 said,-Per-

He .

haps so0; nevertheless they were both
scriptural and rational, and as such
should have weight with him. He
told me to call again and see him when
he had more time. Visited Dunham,
going from bouse to house, with whom
many interesting particulars arose.
Preaching in the evening by Bro. DeG.,
after which I gave an exhortation.
God gave us a large company, and
great liberty in addressing them.  Two
women who lieard us preach, came to
our lodgings to enquire the way more
perfectly, They were French Roman-
ists. Loone of them my young brother

ave a Bible. Started next day with

ro. Sadlier, for Roxton. Attended
the meetings there ; my soul filled with
joy to see so many French Protestants;
souls plucked from the trammels of
Romish superstition and idolatry.
The prayér-meeting in the evening was
an especial time. The house was
crowded, and it seemed as if heaven
had come down to the earth. I shall
never forget that season, for the power
of God was present with us. Several
days visited from house to house.
Preached one afternoon in the church
to a congregation of about 100 persons ;
they were mostly French Romanists.
I had a happy ‘time. Visited and
preached in the evening to an audience
of about 50 persons. Some of these
persons came afterwards to our lodgings
to converse with us on the subject of
religion.

DOMESTIC.
BARRIE DISTRICT.

Eziract of a letter from the Rev. ¥. Berry, Chairman, dated Collingwood,
December 15th, 1870.

Of Muskoxa, he writes,—The Mis-
sion is doing well. The preachers
are working %’)armoniously and faith-
fully. A large number have been
added to the Church since Conference,
and the work is rapidly extending.
Deputations from settlements many
miles distant, have waited npon Mr.
‘Webster, begging for a supply. i

The Circuit, in its present form, is
60 miles long, by 40 broad. We dedi-
cated the first Wesleyan Church in

the District on Sabbath, The village
of Bracebridge, in which the church
is situated, is at present the business
centre of the District, and promises to
be a town of great importance in a few
years. The new church is frame, bean-
tifully situafed in_a central position,
very neat and well finished, and fur-
nighed with a new cabinet organ. The
church cost $600, the whole of which
was most cheerfully paid or provided
for on the spot,



