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CONSTITUTION
y OP THE '

TEACHERS’(ASSOCIATION :

OF UPPER CANADA.

I
PREAMBLE.

The objects of the Association are :—
1st. To advance the interest of Education, by encourag

ing the formation of Local Associations throughout the 
Country, and affording them the means of comparing their 
views on the various subjects connected with the interests of 
practical Education, and of the Profession ; an<f Of giving 
expression to such views and conclusions as thcj may, ip 
general Convention, agree upon.

2nd. To suggest to the Council of Public Instruction, and 
press upon the attention of the Legislature, such improve
ments or modifications in the School Law, as from experience 
may appear to Teachers expedient or necessary.

])

-

CONSTITUTION,
NAME.

Article 1.—This Association shall tie styled “ The 
Teachers’ Association or Upper Canada.”

IWho Eligible for Membership.
Article 2.—AR persons engaged in any department of 

Education shall lie eligible to Membership.
Members how admitted.

Article 3,—Application for admission to Membership shall 
be made, or referred to the Board of Directors, or such Com
mittee as they shall appoint ; and all who may be recom
mended by them, and accepted by a majority vote of the

as
mmmm ,m,w



CONSTITUTION.4
members present, shall t.be entitled to the privileges of this 
Association, imaneighing the Oonstifution, and paying the 
prescribed fee. Tin's fee is dispensed with in the case oi 
Lady Teachers, f

ni
A
1).

11)

Honorary iqembera.

AkMl* 4s—ppfn flic rechmmcndatjon cf thj Board of 
Directors,"any person who may have been distinguished 
educator may be elected an honorary member by a two-thirds 
_.__e /the vote to bo bv ballot! and

as an

as such shall have all the rights of a regular mem 
cept those of voting and holding office.

Wueeli AwoelMItm»,
Article 5.—Every I,ooal'Association appointing a Dele

gate to represent it at the Annual Meeting shall be a Branch 
Association ; and shall, through its Representative, have 
one vote for each of its Members connected with this Asso
ciation not present at the Annual Meeting, provided that 
the names of such Members and such Representative, toge
ther with the annual fees for the same, be transmitted to. the 

or before the 1st day of July, in each year.
Anneal Fee*

ex-
ei
O'

6

1.
cSecretary, on ii
n

Article fl.—The annual fee to members of Branch Associa
tions shall be 60 cents ; to others $1.

r
I
t. t lfcHh.'OJJi t

Life Member». n
Article 7.—Any,,person, eligible, tp Membership, 

become a Life Mdtnber, by at ofiofe payirig ten dollars.
.. , .f-rT.-f*wkiw*

Article 8.—The Officers of this Association shall consist 
of a President, six Viçe-Pjesiden),^ ;%($ecOTdin^Secretary, 
a Corresponding"1 SécrétâPy, a Treasurer, Mve CounciUprs, 
and the Delegates from the Branch Associations. These 
Officers shall constitute the Board of Directots, and shall be 
elected annually. *,. ,h->*a -, „, ,* -, ■ t*

Arçticlb 9,—A meeting of the Association shall he held 
annually,, in, tbb first or second week in August, at which 
meeting twenty members shall form b quorum. The place

may ii
1
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6CONSTITUTION----BY-LAWS.

awl the precise time of meeting shall foe determined by the 
Association, at its annual meeting. Special Meetings shall 
be held at such times and places as the President shall deter
mine, on the recommendation of twenty members.

Adaption of Bp-Lew».
ArticlB 10.—By-Laws, not inconsistent with this Consti

tution, may be adopted bÿ a two-thirds vote of the Assocw 
tion.

i

Amendment» to the <1on»tttntton.
Abticlk 11Tills Constitution may be altered or amend- 

ed at any regular meeting of the Association, by the unanini- 
ous vote of me members present : or by a two-thirds vote, 
providing the alterations or amendments have been substan
tially proposed at a previous regular meeting.

BY-LAWS.
Butte» of Board of IHreetor».

The Board of Directors shall have power to fill all vacan
cies in their own body ; shall have in charge the general 
interests of the Association ; shall make all necessary arrange
ments for its meetings ; and shall do all in their power to 
render it a useful and honorable Institution. The Board of 
Directors shall hold Iheii1 regular meetings two Honrs before 
the time of the assembling Of the Association as occasion 

y require during the meeting of the Association, and imL 
mediately alter the adjournment of the same. Pike of the 
Board of Directors shall for» a quorum fi* burâiess-v The 
President shall have power to call a meeting of the Hoard 
whenever the interests of me Association may seem to de

ll

111
1

5k

ms

: ■ :r: T. D-'iflf; 'id 1Tnb. «. -,.?• »5 n ,
u;i .,b. ! uii DnttM of PreeMUml*
The President' shall brosideat 'alb meetings of the Associa- 

tion and of the Board of Director», and shall perform such 
other duties as by custom devolve upon a presiding officer ; 
and shall be ex officio member of all Committees. In Ins 
absence, one of the Vice-Presidents shall preside ; and in the 
absence of all the Vice-Preifolente, a pro tempore Chairman 
shall be appednted ou nomination, the Secretary putting the 
question. ' .hMiii-tf-WnifiiilbTlC -»r Mimnï) »• ïo 'i »rt >r I c

niand it. Mib

-
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nr-LAWfl----RULla OF OHDBR.

•ill #f iwireurtot.

The Secretaries shall keep a Ml and just record of the pro
ceedings of the Association and of the Board of Directors ; 
shall give notice of- the meetings of the Association and of 
the Board of Directors -, shall conduct such correspondence 
as the Directors may assign ; prepare a daily order of bum- 
ness for the use* of the Chairman : and shall have their record»* 
present at all meetings of the Association and of the Board 
of Directors.

6

w »??«*« »

Untie» »f Trenewrer.

The Treasurer shall receive and hold in safe keeping all 
moneys paid to the Association ; shall invest, deuosi 
expend the same as the Board of Directors shall order ; — 
shall keep an exact account of Ms receipts and expenditure, 
with vouchers for the latter, which account ho shsll render 
to the Board of Direftw» prior te<*eh regular meeting of 
the Association ; he shall also present an abstract thereof to 
the Association; and shall give such security for the faithful 
discharge of his duties as may be required by the Board of 
Directors.

t, or 
and

be delivered to one of the Secretaries in writing, for the ap
proval of tiie Board of Directors,, -

2. Theological question» of a sectarian nature shall not be 
introduced dr discussed at any meeting.

8. Each speaker in a debate shall he allowed ten minutes; 
the mover shall be allowed ftte mmutt* at the close for a 
reply; five minutes shall |l-e allowed for each reading, and 
twenty-five minutes for an Essay.

4, The attestions debated at each meeting shall be decided 
by a majority of the members present.

5. The Lecturers for each publie meeting shall be appointed 
bv the Board of Director*, and oee of them, at least, sliall be 
a teacher of a Grammar or Common School

P
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1KtrUM or ouoan.

RULES OP ORDER
1. On a point of order being raised while a member ik 

speaking, tig' member speekmg «hall at tmoe lake his seat. 
-iV point of order shall then be staled by the member ohjeo» 
irifi and the Chairman shall wither* further debate (Wade 
thereupon, atating the role applicable to the case without 
argument or comment,

3. No motion shall be pet from the chair unices submitted 
in writing, except a motion to adjourn, to lay on the table, 
or of the previous question.

8. Without the permission of the Chairman, no member 
shall speak when there is not a motion before the Association.

4. No member shall speak to a motion until k has been 
delivered to the Chairman in writing, with the names of the 
mover and seconder thereon. The mover shall then have the 
first, and the seconder the second right of speaking to tool, 
motion,

6. No Ml

previous question, to lay on the table, or to adjourn sun pry.
6. A motion to adjourn simply shall take precedence of all 

motions and amendments ; a motion to lay on thetable of 
all except to adjourn ; a motion for the prenons question of 
of all except to adjourn or to lay on the table.

7. The yeas and nays upon anv question shall be recorded 
on the minutes, when called for by tire members.

8. When a member intends to speak or submit a motion, 
he shall rise In Ml place, and reepecrtWly addreesmw tho 
chair, confine himaalf to the question, and avoid personalities.

9. Should more than one member rise to speak attiie samessï&îs&tte»""1 del"
10. Members shall speak but onçe on amr r 

ing amendments, tilwst the consent of tie

Att
ther motions, amendments, or debate shall 
but the question pat without delay.

II :

nofur-

L ~



BULKS OF OBDBB----OBDBB OF BUSINESS.

12. The following questions shall not be de 
To adjourn simply. 2nd. To lay on the tab 
previous question. ;

18. No amendment to the minutes shall be allowed after 
adoption ; and no resolution to expunge any part of 
shall have anÿ other effect than the erasure of the 

record, nor shall any motion to expunge be in order until 
after a motion for their adoption.
: .44. A motion to adjourn simply shall always be in order, 
except 1st when a member is in possession of the floor ; 2nd. 
when members are voting ; 3rd. when an adjournment was 
the last preceding motion j 4th. when it has been decided 
that As pj»vi*»u» questiwi shail he put- ^ >

ip.,4irnlff may ,bp «ispeBded at any meeting of the Asso- 
oiatioq, l>3r * vpffw ni awirtimi > ■A.t < : .■■/> utl >i>
■J 1-6. These Rules ofOrdershall aleo, as fer as possible, apply
tojGoaaliBjittee oftheyvholhitdw eds •Stmooea i,d? bm- ,i--m

8

bateablc—1st. 
le. 3rd. The

hi,

their
them

;i

Thé following Bhall be the Order of Business at the Annual
Meetings:—*h.i Itiui--* /vrottH mix’ ;

W Meeting opened
2nd. Rblltif Officers'

>• -atic Redding of Oommemca*km& an = * ( 1111 
6th. Reports of Committee* hdl* !'•*■ " .»

.nWfÜh't BMÉM6» «8 .yamt r. uqdVf
(,!îth, DwptMsio»qf ‘

8th. Disousflionof

>fb;‘ >/f M(r>y.v f'• -<>

\
!

tin 'jvdmym (uuil•i
j!

Ui Uf)tc"I! g Business—1

ATo<e.t^Ttw Evening SessnmsshaUbe dafot

I

*rr .n'Vi<I
hear- 
i. and

ustrations of , aMJe iiip 'jiü Jmi



MINUTES
orrai

FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING
or Thu ;’ ' ■’ :

gtatW SMfflMtt d Ipptt Canada,
Held in the Temperance Hall, Toronto, 8th Jugent, 1865.

The President, Daniel Wilson, LL.D,, in the Chair.
The meeting wee opened with prayer ; after which the roll of 

Officers was called, and the minutes of the last meeting read and 
approved. After the reading of communications from Principal Shod, 
erase, of Queen’s College, Kingston : Principal Nelles, of Victoria,Col- fege/Col>ourg : Bev. J McCaul, LL.D., President of University College, 
Toronto: Hon. W. McMaster ; Professor Young, Inspector of Grammar 
Schools : Hon. 0. Mowat, Vice Chancellor of Upper Canada ; Dr. 
Byerson, Superintendent of Education ; Dr. Ormiston ; and G. B. B. 
Cockburn, Em,., Reports of Committees were called for, when the Bes 
port of the Delegate, Mr. B. Alexander, of Newmarket, from this Ass 
sooiatton to the National Convention of the Teachers’ Association of 
the United States was submitted, and adopted. The Report of the 
Committee to provide accommodation for members attending the 
Convention Was submitted by Mr. Chestnut, from which it appeared 
that accommodation had been provided for four hundred. The Asso
ciation then adjourned, to meet at 8 p.m., wh«m the Opening Address, 
if was announced, would be delivered by the President. :

The Association met at 8 j>.W4 whéü the Opening Address was 
read by the President, Dr. Wilson. A Committee, composed of the 
Bev. Dr. Omeata, Messrs, Chestnut, Alexander. McCann, McCabe, 
Dixon, and the Bev. Mr. Blair, was then appointed, to take charge of 
the printing of the Preiiidëtit’s Address.

The reading of Beporte was then resumed. The Report of the 
Committee appointed to examine the provisions of the School Law, 
with reference to arbitrations between Trustees and Teachers, was

EES’ES’E'iiH'ES rS|EtiE
arbitration, “ That .the law remain as it is at présent." Carried.

The Reportof the Committee appointed to revise the Constitu. 
tion and By-Laws was submitted by Mr, Chestnut. It was moved 
that the Beport be referred ,back to the Committee, to receive certain 
amendments, with instructions to prepare a Preamble. Carried. The 
Convention then adjourned, to meet again at S o’clock, p.m.



/

MINUTES OF FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING.

at the close of which the thanks of the Association were presented 
to Dr. Ryerson.

10

r ASecond Dit. "
The Association met at 10 Am., when the first subject announced 

age attendance of those'pupils who ate learning Greek and Latin?"

je; w& *?ws«w as»stirsp
hereby tendered to the Council of Public Instruction, for revising

them in regard to such Schools, and published intiie Apnl Number 
of the Journal of Education for Upper CanadA” Carried.

The Her. Mr. Blair, in behalf of the Committee on the Presi
dent's Address, submitted the Report recommending that it be pub
lished by the Association, which was unanimously adopted.

„»?5K,ra.
mar School Fiind shoold be apportioned among ali erammar Schools 
^rfi„rto average attendance of pupils in sdl the subjects con
tained in the Grammar School programme, and not in classics alone, 
and ihat iin Older M meet the wants ofthoee pupil* who. do not in-

E5E=5B"E;E1=ZH
will be stopped tar short of what is their right, and of what tho 
welfare of the country requires, thereforerbe » resolv^W- «That
îïe SwhomhÆ&nhfmSLWMdniTdw. 
ndt requite a ^classical^training demands SpwM attention ande»- 
conragement at the present tltoe, because of the recent changes in

£



UMINUTES OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING.

Grammar School regulations." 2nd. “ That a certain portion of the 
School moneys for education be devoted to the establishment of 
schools for the higher English, Mathematics, and Natural Sciences." 
After a lengthened discussion, in which the Inspector of Grammar 
Schools, Rev. G. P. Young, M.A., took part, Mr. Dixon’s motion was 
carried in the following amended form, vis., *' That the funds should 
be apportioned among all Grammar Schools according to the average 
attendance." •"’* ,

The next subject announced in the circular for discussion was 
taken up, vis., « What means are best calculated to secure a practi
cal unidn among Teachers, by Teachers’ Associations or otherwise, 
with a view to promote their common interests, and the progress of 
Education t" . " ! .

It was moved by the Rev. Mr. Blair, seconded by the Rev. Mr. 
Campbell, “ That in the interests of Education it is desiiable that a 
more complete organisation be established among the different 
Teachers’ Associations throughout Upper Canada ; .and that with this 
view a Committee of this Association be appointed, to take the 
necessary steps, end to correspond with the LocAI Associations.”— 
Carried.

Moved by Mr. Chestnut, “ That the Committee to cany out the 
above resolution be the Committee on the Constitution and By-Laws, 
and that the names of the mover And seconder of that resolution be 
added to the Committee.” Cbreiedi

It teas moved by Mr, J. B. McGann, .« That Ladies be admitted 
Honorary Members of this Association by simply signing the Consti
tution," Moved in amendment by Ifr. Chestnut,, seconded by Mr.

immediate effect." .CUrrl«ty'v...i,, ! ~.r* '
re Association then adjourned, to attend the Conversasione in 
Normal School Buildings, at 7 p.m.
The Conversàslone was well dttendedj and a most pleasant 

evening was spent. Addressee tiers delivered by the President, 
Wilson,, of University College ; by Dr. Ryersonj Chief Superinten
dent of Education ; and by the Rev. Mr. Fraser, Commissioner from 
the Middle Schools Enquiry. Commission of England. The musical 
part of the programme was under the direction of Mr. Humphreys, 
kindly assisted by Miss Gunn, the Misses Clay tony Mr. and Mrs. 
Pernet, Mr. Scott, and Df. O’Dea, while the Picture Galleries and 
Halls of the Normal School, which had been kindly placed at tho 
service of the Association, added greatly to the enjoyment of the

the sri*
Dr.

occasion.

The meeting was opened with ptayer, by Professor Ÿoting.
The President announced that the first hour wotild be devoted 

to the hearing of Delegates from Local Associations ; when tho fol«

,,W.!
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MINUTES OP THE FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING.

lowing Delegatee addressed the Association Mr. Campbell, from 
the Beverly Teachers’ Association ; Mr. Watson, from York Town- 
Ship ; Mr. Buchanan, from the Board of School Trustees, Preston ; 
and several others. " ■ *-”•"* ’ 'Z ... ; a

Report of thè Finance Cdmmltte was then presented by 
Hr. MeCatte: [Se6 %ort At ett6 Of minutes.]

'phe following resolution was then submitted, and adopted -

Reports of the Delegates, Messrs. Campbell, Watson, andBucan-•' z
latlve to the third topic announced jn the circular for

fajLia tyfai-t.ixg,i^psg Su*™.*SïSfVlaSîiswiyri-i»^ w**1 c-

rassisararLtiSSK

jmda. Three ot five of such Sttperinten-

S5rETiSHZs™=i
ersas they find qualified, and who bare already saMrfed_ the Local 
Boards of their ability to teach, and been recommended by them to 
titioCeotmL Beard.” ; .iK !il ”• ’ ' J ','L^L “ '

Moved In amendment bjrthe Re* Mr. ^rter, mdseconded by’ M 
Richard Lewis, ‘‘That to the Oolnlon of this Meetings provincial

Cation, w 
subject t
shall bs«
wherever taught or train

Moved by Mr.McCallmn, 1 That Hr; Dixon’s motion be amended, 
by adding the worde-And that the Masters of the Normal School 
belong to such Central Board.” Carried.

ThS original motion, es time Amends* by Mr. McCallum, was 
then '• wonisatwseA k-ciU i»»h ni<*maleu t'f. a«l W -

12

The

z
,u v>

M-
r0}

MMBgsTwlesaraintendente ve beenwho

/j

r.

thesirs betool erai eh i rs,I to grant

h



13MINUTES OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING.

"i A-
“ netmeeting :-Rev. Dr. O'Meara, Dr. Gillespie, and Messrs. 
McGann, McCalhim, and McCabe.

the Resolutions submitted by himself, in regard to School- 
Messrs. Carlyle, Dixon, and the mover were appointed onreport on 

readers.

for his Interesting explanations.

are Bys-terns In providing forPtb^&erjWucation of Girls? and how can 
they be remedied ?" ■). .. .»

ng resolution on this subject was moved by Mr. 
McCatium, seconded by Mr. Young, of Oakwood, “ That the Gram
mar Schools as they are to be organised under the new regulations, 
we not suited to the wants of the higher Education of Girls ; and 
U is recommended that Greek and Latin be optional subjects for 
girls after they have completed the First and Second Classes of tim 
nrescribed curriculum ; and that they continue to bo considered 
Grammar School pupils while they continue to pursue the remaining 
subieots of the tirogtomme ; and it is hoped, that ere long they will 
enjoy°equal advantages with boys, in an endowed Provincial College 
for Females,?! • ' ii-'e „ „ -

j~> ..-trof this Association the School system of this Provincemag^ ^ 
suitable provision for the higher Education of Girls , and that sucssàw mss.pfe" s as; t..

Mr. Ohestnet then submitted the Report of the Committee on 
the Constitution and By-Laws ; when it was moved by Mr. Dixon, 
seconded by Mr. McCallnm, that the following be substituted for 
No 3 of the amended Constitution, “ That the Officers of this Asso
ciation shall consist of a President, six Vice-Presidents, a Recording 
Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, a Treasurer, five Councillors, 
and the Delegates from the Branch Associations. Carried.

41
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14 MINUTES OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING.

The Amended Constitution, By-Laws, and Preamble were then
adopted.

Thibd Day.
The meeting was opened with prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Wickson.
The following Report of the Committee on Reading Books was 

submitted by Mr. Buchanan Resolved,—“ That the Teachers’ Asso
ciation of Upper Canada strongly urge the necessity of having intro- 
dneed into the Schools of Upper Canada a Series of Beading Books 
better adapted to our Canadian Schools than the Irish National 
Series.” Carried.

Mr. Strauchan, Delegate from the Oxford County Association, 
was then introduced, and made a few remarks.

The fifth subject on the circular was then taken up. vix., “ Can 
a uniform method be introduced, for accurately recording the dally 
work of the School, so as to test its progress at regular intervals, 
and show clearly the standing of each pupil in attainments and 
conductt" v; i■ ’ "’V* ■

Mr. Wm. Carlyle explained the method adopted in his school. 
The President and Mr. Chestnut explained the method adopted in 
Upper Canada College.

It was moved by Mr. Watson, “ That this subject be put upon the 
paper next year for discussion, and that a Committee, to be named 
by the President, be appointed, to examine the various systems, and 
report at next meeting.” The President named the following gen
tlemen as the Committee Messrs. Alexander, McCabe, McCàllnm, 
Young, and W. Carlyle.

Mr. McCallum then moved the adoption of the jteport c 
Committee on the nomination of Officers, when the following
vSHwIoitd-hii*

President ..................Bov. W. Ormiston, D.D... .Hamilton.
Id Vice-President... .A. McCallum, B A............ Hamilton.
2nd “ “ ... .T. O.pbestnut........... Toronto.
3rd “ « ....W. McCabe, LL.B........... .Oshasya.
Mh “ “ ....C. Young, M.A................. Oakwood.
5th “ “ ...,R. Alexander......................Newmarket.
mh “ " ....Wm. Anderson..........Tbrontd.
Recording Secretary ..A. McMttrchy, B.A.,........Toronto.
Corresponding 11 . .P. Ormiston B.A. ........... Berlin.
Treasurer .."... B. McGanii .........Hamilton.
Councillors.........-....Rev. A. Wickson, L.D...Toronto.

Dr. Carlyle....... ................Toronto.
Dr. Omeara .........;... Georgetown.
W. Watson ........... .......... Weston.
R. Lewis, .........w. ...Toronto,
P. Kean ........i.......Cobourg,

:

of the 
were

tii'l liiM i'd. iti'1 liâ ÂkiYzWUilM Sit UJ

.

The thanks of the Association were then presented to the retir
ing President, for his earnest and unremitting efforts to promote the
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15MINUTES OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING.

Interest» of the Association, and for the sacrifices he had so»checr- 
fully made in discharge of his duties as President of the Association 
during, three successive years, accompanied with an expression of 
the deep regset felt tn parting with one who had exerted so salutary 
an influence, not merely over the Association as a whole, but over 
the minds and hearts of all connected with it.

Resolutions were then adopted, expressing the thanks of the 
Association to the Grand Trunk, Great Western, and Northern 
Railways, for their consideration and liberality from year to year, in 
granting return tickets to members attending the Association ; to 
Dr Ryerson and the Connell of Public Instruction, for their kindness 
in granting the Normal School Buildings for the Conversazione, and 
to the Ladies and Gentlemen who so cheerfully contributed their 
services on that occasion ; to the distinguished gentlemen who had 
addressed the Association, in accordance with the announcement 
made in the public circular ; to the Committee on Accommodation, 
who at so great an outlay of personal labour had provided ample 
and excellent accommodation for all ; to the Reporters of the Globe 
and Leader, for their careful and accurate reports of our proceedings; 
and to the proprietors of those Journals, for affording so much of 
their valuable space to oui affairs.

Riport of trb Auditing Comirrm.
The Special Committee appointed to audit the Books and Ac

counts of the Treasurer, beg to report :—
1st. That the books and accounts of the Treasurer arc 

huh mdet satisfactory state.
2nd. That the receipts for the year 1864 amounted to .. $209 41 

Derived from the following sources :—
(1) Balance .from last account (1863).. $ 14 55
(2) Membership Fees (1864) ............. 101 00
(3) Proceeds of Concert .................... 33 86 ^ ^

........... 28 403rd. That the Expenditure amounted to
i '<(■

$131 01Leaving a balance of..,..
Which is placed on 
manent Building and Savings Society.

All which is respectfully submitted.
W. McCABE,
J. B. DIXON,

"interest in the Freehold Per-

| Auditing Committee.

Toronto, 10th Auguet, 1S6B.



PROFESSOR WILSON’S ADDRESS.
Ladies axd Gxntleusk,—The gratifying duty again devolves on 

me, as your President, of welcoming the friends of education to this, 
the fifth annual convention of the teacherrftf Upper Canada. Young 
as our educational system is; young indeed as is the country for 
which it is provided : It may be questioned if we are not to blame for 
undue tardiness, rather than for any excess of seal, in .thus seeking 
to organise the teachers of Canada into a deliberative body, for the 
consideration of all questions affecting their profession. Certain it 
is, at any rate,that the time is fully ripe for such conjoint action; 
and it affords me no slight pleasure to congratulate the ‘members 
of this association on the evidences of its growing strength and effi
ciency as an adjunct of our comprehensive educational system.

The training and acquirements of teachers; the selection and 
sanctioning of text books ; the aportionment of echoed funds ; the 
organization of union, model, and central high schools ; and the 
powers vested in superintendents, inspectors, and trustees : these 
and many similar questions are annually brought under the consider
ation of city, county, or provincial boards ; or submitted anew tp the 
Legislative Assembly Ofthe Province. Deeply as each one of yb 
interested in such questions, your individual opinion ttan carry little 
weight ; but it to scarcely possible to over-estimate your influence as 
a united body ; and I trust the time is not for distant when every 
teacher of Upper Canada will consider it his duty no less than his 
privilege to be a member of this association. With hearty coopera
tion on the part of all ; and your deliberations conducted 
prudence and wisdom becoming an assembly of educated in 
decisions cannot fail to carry weigh, and to influence the future 
course of legislative action. Union is the source of Strength through
out the whole social fabric. National and Friendly Societies, Boards 
of Trade, Agricultural Associations; and other kindred organisations, 
suffice to show how thoroughly this is recognised in every sphere of 
life ; but no ejass of men stands so much in need Of; it as your awn. 
The duties Of your profession keep you apart. Your battles are 
fought, and your triumphs achieved single handed; and too fre
quently, when the best interests of the profession are brought into 
joapordy by some overbearing official, or mercenary board of Trustees, 
the victim succumb» to their injustice without even a consciousness 
of sympathy ; much less with -the hearty support of his brethren. 
Every teacher, moreover, experiences difficulties in the progress of 
his work ; and the more thoroughly he is gifted with all the natural 
and acquired requisites of a good teacher, the more frequently will 
he find his practice fall short of the high standard of excellency
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which hie mind has conceived. But gathered thus In annual conven
tion, euch difficulties are the very vantage ground for future progrese. 
As iron sharpeneth iron, so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his 
friend. The difficulties which have impeded his solitude, will here 
furnish a basis for useful discussion ; elicit the accumulated know
ledge derived from varied experience ; and stimulate the indolent 
and indifferent to a sense of virtuous shame at their own self- 
complacent ease.

The members of our profession occupy a peculiar position in 
every state of society ; but nowhere mbre so than id a young com
munity like this. Isolated tod apart, each of you has been absorbed 
in his special duties since last Wo met here for mutual counsel : not 
unforgetful, I trill believe. Of the gréât issue which our duties involve. 
As teachers of youth. It is scarcely possible for ns to exaggerate 
responsibilities. With the young and impressible mind spread out 
before ns, as a pure tablet on which we may write what we will : to 
us especially must this Divine maxim gome home with peculiar force, 
that “ tor every1 idle word yt# intist give an afccbuht." Education is 
not merely thatWhiCh is derived from the text books which Councils 
of Public instruction or Unlverpity Menâtes inny authorise. It is daily 
and hourly progressing amid all the impressions the susceptible 
mind of youth receives through every gateway of knowledge which the 
senses supply. The courtesy of thé gentleman and the high principle 
of the Christian teach by every word and action; and no one is 
thoroughly qualified for his high calling as the instructor of the 
rising generation who does not superadd to all else that sohoo
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Who does not superadd to all else that school in
spectors, trustees, or professors may certify of him, the indispensable 
requisites of the Christian gentleman. Courtesy, and that high

e religion of the heart, smooth a

dwelt upon by modern educationists as foremost among tige essential
acquirements gf youth- V ,Y.

The young mind mayi.be compared to A calm, pclucid stream, 
which reflects alike, the sunshine and the shadow, and derives all its 
color from the objects that surround it. flow much then does it 
become the teacher to guard that pure mirror from being cloud
ed by the storms of passion, or defueed with the. soil of impurity. 
The personal influences of a conscientious teacher, unconsciously 
operating, in every word of encouragement or reproof, trains the 
youthful mind, te yield to generous impulses, and. developes . into 
healthful agtiyity the moral priumple, withoUtwhic* more intellectual 
culture may NAcurse instead of a blessing, I feel as though I owed 
an apology to you for dwelling on ideas so trite, and, as I may presume, 
familiarité, you all. Nevertheless, I .could name masters who have 
fallgn Udder my rown observation, of cultivated minds and gifted 
with many special requirements of the teacher,; who mar all their 

k by the lack of that genial coqrtosy which la the very life and 
sunshine of the school room.
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professor Wilson’s address.18
Daring » recent visit to Boston, I was deeply interested In the 

discussion, with Dr. Howe—so well known to all as the teacher of 
the remarkable blind and deaf mute, Laura Bridgeman, on the con
dition and prospects of the colored population

sn8KBiriiEjs53LitS6|Mrecognised no other difference in the colored child than that which

£3rtHR sa z tMaufex.
school room or in the college-hall. Yet whgt **»“**?» ^Sio^of

sssssjhysss; ffi^eSF5of race, of caste, or creedI elements of disunion that go far to 
toract the healthful workings of onr free instit

SSESBC-SBSasssgft
tender years. .mm .isi.r.,.!} nashu'i U ■■■■-« n>

beIons:
and

lateLet the consciousness of 
encourage the humblest U

and often til-requited task, 
common deliberations, from 
of our remotest clearings, where savage 1 
reclaimed to the services of civilisation, 
providence of our national system, yen am 
seeds into the intellectual soil j to claim tin 
of that civilisation of the future ; and, ai 
difficulties, are inaugurating that educati 
which is the iadispeneeble basis of the w 
I may confess now, after a sojourn of tw« 
a thorough Canadian : that the mernoey a 
the charms of Edinburgh’s unrivalled not 
back from a complete naturalisation ln»y 
alee, has severed fend ties, which notfali 
But the first thing which enabled me the 
with my adopted country was the coeseio 
one of its chief educational institutions, 
part, however humble, in moulding the d< 
and influencing the thoughts of the coming
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ness of this stimulate ns all nobly to fnlâkto the utmost our noble 
trust. We are as the crew of a stately ship in mid-ocean. Each has
his appointed work, and no one can forsake his poet or neglect his 
duty, without retarding thé voyage, and imperiling the hopes of itsstill
distant haven. Amid the numerous schools and ancient scats of learn
ing, and all the appliances of letters and science in the mother country, 
the'fortunate possessor of a well-endowed college fellowship, or scho
lastic sinecure, may haply make its acquisition the passport to digni- 
lied idleness, likethe luxurious cabin passenger in the ocean ship ; but 
in this Canadian craft of ours there are scarcely hands enough to 
work the vessel; and since each must play his part heartily and 
willingly, each may be permitted to claim his share in the future 
triumph; . "OH

But while some of you are the representatives of the remotest 
Of our tilearings, in others I recognize those who are honored with 
the'trust of Grammar schools and other seminaries of th e

the evidence thereby afforded at your ability and seal. ln,

x^lil4îrr;ïlhSr4£ïï:'S5, » sa}.sat,ass s sœpssuyssaec
entqr into honorable rivalry with it ; i and year by year to carry off a 
ever increasing ntimber of the coveted awards,, . %

t And this recalls us to the all important truth that 
system is nothing without its staff of teachers. WhsAstet tonds to 
secure for the teaching profession a fair share of thebest talent in 
the country : be it a juster appreciation by parenté, trustees, and 
Municipal Councils, of its important fttuctioes ; the "P
new avenues to professional distinction ; or the most praoticat ® ..
stimulants, an adequate increase in its emoluments ; toe result 
cannot fail to react beneficially on toe system. ^ Under toe woist 
system an able zealous teacher will triumph ; under thetat one an 
idle and inefficient one Will fail. And on this account! hail toe 
reassembling of this eonvoirttoji with the highest hopes of bonefltto 
result from it. All of you must lie conscious of the influence of that 
isolation which is toe Inevitable accompaniment of you* professional 
duties ; and all, therefore, I conceive, must be glad to avail your
selves of this opportunity of comparing the results of your experience, 
and interchanging views on many practical questions of education. It
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20 professor Wilson’s address.

in impossible that so numerous a body, scattered throughout the school 
sections of this province, can fail to discover many things connected 
with the daily round of duties in the class room, as well aa with the 
general working of the school system, which admit of improvement. 
Every good teacher, moreover, is a no less diligent student; always 
learning, advancing, improving upon the past ; ever keenly alive to 
to his own deficiencies, and setting before himself a goal of perfection 
which, if it be unattainable, is at least a generous stimulus towards 
the achievement of many attainable excellencies. No error is greater 
than that which assumes that a mere rudimentary knowledge is 
sufficient for him who has only to teach the rudiments of knowledge. 
The amplest stores of a richly cultivated mind are never in excises ; 
while the modesty which is the inevitable accompaniment of liberal 
culture carries with it a lesson invaluable to the pupil ; like that 
which Newton still addresses to every student of science in the mem
orable words uttered by him towards the close of his life ; « I know

seem to have
s worus uuerea py mm towards the close of bis 1
hat .I may appear to the world ; but to myself I l______ n

been only like a boy playing on the sea-shore, and diverting my

ordinary, wh(l#t the great ocean of truth lay undiscovered before me."
A further Stimulus to the constant increase of our stores of 

knowledge lies in the implicit faith with which the ingenuous youth
ful enquirer receive» all that we Can communicate; and in this 
respect the country school master not unfrequently finds that such 
reliance on his opinions is by no means limited to the rising generation. 
Here, as well as in older countries, his lot is often cast amid a 
simple rustic community to whom his opinion is law : on all ques
tions lying beyond the range of their knowledge and experience. 
We can still recognise, I imaginé, not a few touches from a life 
familiar to ourselves, in the gentle irony blended by Goldsmith, with 
his picturings of hie own youthful memories, where, ;

“ In his noisy mansion skilled to rule,
The village master taught his little school.

Such Skilled scholastic rulers are not altogether of the 
past; nor has our new bora school system so prevaded and leavened 
the community that it may not hereafter be told of some Canadian 
preceptor by the future scholar, or the poet he is now training j—

* Yet was he kind, or if severe in aught,
* The love he bore to learning was in fault ;

The Village all declared how much he knew,
’Twas cèrtain he could write and cypher too ;
Lands ho could measure, terms and tides presage,
And e'en the story ran that he oould gauge.
In arguing, too, the parson owned his skill ;
Por e'en though vanquished he could argue still ;
While words of learned length, and thundering sound, 
Amased the gazing^ustics ranged around.
And still they gazed, and still the wonder grew,
That one small head could carry all he know p
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Yet; when we consider that the generation has not yet passed
the first common school inol away which witnessed tho opening of 

Upper; Canada, it is .no insignificant fact to remember that-—without 
noting our, perhaps, too numerous Grammar Schools—there are now, 
including 14Ï Roman Catholic Separate Schools, 4,224 Common 
Schools in this western province ; and that, through their influence, 
in-'many an out-lying township and remote clehring, the teacher is 
a centre of light to the little community, and the minister of intel
lectual emulation and growing knowledge to those on whom are 
hereafter to devolve all the duties and responsibilities of a free people.

Much yet remains to be accomplished. But no one can look 
around him on the costly edifices and well organised machinery, de
voted to educational purposes with ungrudging liberality, by a young 
and struggling community, without feeling that the people have done 
their part, and proved themselves worthy of the good old stock of 
mother England. When, indeed, it Is considered'that all this has been 
the work of a single generation, we might be pardoned if we look 
back at times with feelings akin to envy on the noble educational 
endowments wfaioh tile mother country inherit* from the pious libera
lity of many generations. Nor is their wealth their only enviable attri
bute. From this distant province of toe empire many us revert with 
loving memories to her ancient seats of learning, and all of us can 
estimate the worth of such schools as Cambridge, wealthy in rich 
endowments, but how much wealthier in the memory of such sons 
as him ? have already referred to, on whose monument, In his own 
College Chapel, are inscribed the memorable words “let mortals 
congratulàto themselves that there has existed such and so great an 
honor of the human race or of Oxford, nursing the accumulated 
largest of generations reaching back to Saxon times, to which one 
of the most gifted of English statesmen, the present Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, has recently paid toe. discriminating tribute of his 
filial reverence, at the termination of his political relations with the 
University where his ndnd received its early culture aid much of 
its pecuiuar bias. “My heart's prayer,” he exclaims, « is, that her 
future may be as glorious as her past, and yet more glorious still. 
But if it is to be so, that result must be brought about by enlarging 
her borders; by opening her doors ; by invigorating her powers ; by 
endeavoringto rise to the height 6f that vocation with which I believe
_____ pleased the Almighty to endow her. That, as in other times,
the Universities of the land, and Oxford the first of them, fed the 
mind and thought of the country upon toe path of Improvement, so 
now they may still prove worthy of that high offlee.”
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The noble vocation thus ascribed to England's educational institu
tions is not less fitly applicable as an exhortation to dnty to each one of 
us, summoning us as the teachers of this province to lead the mind and 
thought of this country ever onward into higher and nobler paths of 
improvement. If industry and seal for the accumulation of wealth 
absorb all other energies, let us the more earnestly show forth the 
value of intellectual riches, and guard the precious treasure of moral

l



22 professor Wilson’s address.

worth from contamination and debasement, amid the dust and turmoil 
of this working-day world. But while tempted to envy England her 
ancient and wealthy foundations of learning, with teachers and 
students alike provided with all that wealth can supply to facilitate 
the highest intellectual acquisitions, we are recalled by the remarks 
of Mr. Gladstone to a consideration of advantages peculiar to 
own position, as the pioneers of learning in a new country. We 
have indeed no glorious memories of an ancient past, such as linger 
around the halls where a Chaucer, a Spenser, a Sydney, and a Milton, 
a Bacon, a Locke, and a Newton, gathered the first gleanings of so 
rich a harvest. But also we inherit with then! no obsolete shackles 
and time-honored abuses, to trammel us in our course. The borders 
of our educational system require only to be guarded from insidious 
encroachments, and protected from, the well-meant but mischievous 
zeal of those who would engraft upon the free growth of the nine
teenth century, obsolete tests, and archaic or sectarian off-shoots 
of long buried generations. Our best inheritance from the past is 
its experience. We have prejudices and sectarian barriers enough of 
our own, without seeking to lay upon ourselves a yoke which ohr 
fathers found it hard enough to bear.

1our

Nor' is it in that direction only that we are untrammelled with 
the prejudices, no less than with tire endowments, of a venerable 
past. It is impossible to study the recent report of the Commission 
appointed to enquire into the condition of the great public schools 
of England, without perceiving that along with noble legacies they 
also inherit not a few of the cobwebs and the rust of antiquity. The 
generous spirit of loving veneration enkindled in their classic shades, 
finds expression in many a tender reminiscence ; as when the poet 
Gray, looking forth on Eton's antique towers, exclaims

“ Ah, happy hills ; ah, pleasing shade I 
Ah, fields betov’d in vain I 

Where once my careless childhood strayed,
A stranger yet to pain."

Or where Wordsworth apostrophises 
“The sacred nurseries of blooming youth,

; In whose côllegiate shelter England's flowers 
Expand, enjoying through their vernal hours,
The air of liberty, the light of truth ;

And reverts to the time when he .paced the long avenue, or 
roamed by his own beloved Cam

«An eager Novice robed in fluttering gown.”
But when we turn from those fond reminiscences—which awaken 

a kindred response in all who have been privileged to enjoy in youth 
the fostering care of sttch an Mm a Mater,, and substitute for them 
the prosaic utterances of Dons of Eton and Oxford addressed to the 
commission of enquiry into the present condition of the great public 
schools of England, we strangely reverse the picture. Obsolete
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features of a system devised for a totally different state of society, 
are sacred in their eyes as the geese of the Roman Capitol ; and even 
the cumbrous furniture and incongruous vestments inherited by 
public schools of England from ages which introduced them—not as 
antiquarian relics, but with every purpose of practical utility-are 
guarded from improvement as akin to impiety and sacrilege. It is 
impossible to look on such manifestations of unreasoning conservatism, 
thus clinging to worn out legacies of the past all the more passion
ately because of their utter inaptitude to the wants of the li ving age, 
without feeling that in our unshackled freedom we enjoy some 
compensation for our poverty, and can turn our limited resources to 
the best account, if we but have the wisdom, as we have the will to 
do it.

I

I

1

Let us then, while gratefully remembering all that we inherit 
from those ancient seats of learning on which England looks with 
loving pride, and all that they are still accomplishing for the progress 
of scholarship and science, retain a jnet estimate of the advantages 
we enjoy in this fevered province of the same great Empire. Still 
more let us net fail to appreciate our own responsibilities entrusted 
as we ate with the sowing of the «ret seeds of knowledge in the 
virgin soil of this young country. The destines of a great future are 
in our hands. We are privileged to form and fashion, as it were, the 
voung giant’s limbs : and if it be a true figure of speech that ‘as the 

Ï twig is bent the tree inclines,’ we are now setting influences in 
motion which will operate, not years only, but centuries after we are 
returned to dust. The minds of the rising generation are in your 
hands as clay in the hands of the potter. Tour lessons stamp their 
impress on each. Tour teachings are no idle words ; but impulses 
pregnant with good or evil, fer-reaohing and comprehensive as time 
itself; for

I

“Words are things ; and a small drop of ink,
Falling like dew upon a thought, produces
That which makes thousands, perhaps millions, think.

But you have now left behind you, for a brief period, the school 
room and its responsible duties ; and assemble here as a deliberative 
body, uniting in your collective capacity much of the best educational 
experience of the provihoe. Important questions are to be submitted 
to you, with the result, I doubt not, alike of pleasure and profit to 
all in the free interchange of opinions. It cannot fail to be the case 
that differences of views will arise between those with whom the 
modifications of our school system originate, and you who are required 
to carry their ideas into practical operation. Tinder any system this 
must be the case, and especially is it to be looked for as inevitable 
in one of so recent development, and wrought out amid a people 
hewing out new homes for themselves from the virgin forest. Hut 
in such opportunities of friendly intercourse and exchange of thought 
as your annital conventions supply, lies one important means for 
turning this diversity of sentiment to the best practical account.

Important changes, for example, are now in contemplation in refer- 
to the apportionment of the grammar school fund. The proper
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awaken renewed attention to the demand for greater facilities tor the

r"ssswj&xg■stfMSsrSSS^^r.vrs^rc'Siis.nss.sSw..

«Lets heedless of the Inestimable advantages placed within

done all our duty to these wretched children, in °Pffi°gMh»bft 
the value of which they cannot appreciate, and which ttietr ms 
solute and criminal parents regard With Indifference or contempt? .

i: ffs St £ £^ssssi£fX^S^
sr!^arw5!airas2®s^
this manner, and are thus, as it were, indentured to a Ufe-of alaame.rj^ja=rasSSSsM»S
j&T VS ÏÏX3Î SKtTdwTtSS s»i
umm us by every motive of Interest and self-defence, to ranploy a 
li^ compulsion while It is still time, and train these infants, while 
yet they can scarcely discriminate between right and wrong, into 
cultured virtuous, God-fearing members of society ; rather than 
abandon them, like noxious weeds, to grow, up as pests of the com
munity, and swell the charges of our criminal expenditure to an 

nt that might endow with scholarship# every grammar school m
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‘h6 time some of the questions calling for your earnest detihora-

s sof the committees appointed at last meeting. X Lec”mf?end m
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fltest emblem in the glory and beauty of that western sky.
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