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CANADA AND THE NAVY

SPEECH
DELIVERED liy

Capt. Clive Phillipps-Wolley
AT PUBLIC MEETING, VICTORIA, B.C.

10th March, 1910

At a public meetiner under the aus-
plcpB of the Victoria and Esquimau
Navy League, hold in the Victoria
Theatre. Victoria, B C, on March 10th,

1910. to consider Canada's naval aid
to the Kmplre, the following Resolu-
tion, moved by Captain t.'llvc Phillipps-

WoUey and seconded by Mr. W. JI.

Langley, was carried unanimously:
"That this meeting heartily endorses

the permanent policy of the Govern-
ment as that best calculated in the
long run to afford the greatest meas-
ure of aid to the Empire, but urges
that an emergency exists at the pre-
sent moment which necessitates on
Immediate additional contribution of
Dreadnoughts or cash.

"U is further resolved that the en-
tire naval service of Canada should
pass Qutomatkally under the control
of the commander of the Royal Navy
on the threat or outbreak of hostilities

against Great Britain."

In moving the Resolution, Captain
Cllve Phlllipps-Wolley. President o'.

the League, made the following ad-
dress:

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—

I

win not spend any of the precious

luinutea which you have given me in
thanking you for coming. You have
come because you are loyal to fhat
Kmplre which your forefathers mrde,
and which you are still ma.;lng. and
for sucli loyalty Canadians expect no
thanks. A Briton's work for Drltaln Is

its own proud reward.
I have, as you know, to apeak to-

night to a detlnite rpsolutinn, and to
deal adequately with the points raised
therein will tax my powers of conden-
sation to the uttermost, so that
though I cannot at our annual meet-
ing altogether avoid stock taking, I

am going to deal witV, that part of my
duty as briefly as I <nn.

Fortunately this is not because I
dare not present our balance sheet.

The Navy League In Victoria and
Esquimau Is, with the exception of
the Toronto Branch, the oldest In
Canada, and Us numerical strength to-
day Is greater than it has ever been
before, though It is still pitifully small
compared with the work which It has
to do.

At the League's foundation lay the
idea of aid to Britain's navy, and to
that idea it has been loyal ever since



Its tottudat J. but «v«B whan I wu
flnt mad* Twtdwt of It, w« ted not
ot b^rimd tlw dlacuMrimt oC tli« 4um-
Uob: *! It Cuuda's duty to aMlst In

bMrtnc Britain** bktaI burdon." and
In that dlMUMlon In thoM daja wo
could oatUy ramombw tho nanaa of
tbo man and ot Uw public bodlw who
wore upon our ddc
Today It li oaaltr to romcmbw the

namca ot those who arc oppoacd to ua.

I remember that In my flrat Fraaldan'-

tlal addresa In 1H7 I act myaelt to

proTc to yon that It waa Caaada'a
du^ to aid BrttRln'a nary hcoanac up-
on that, under Ood, the whole SImpIre

depended, and that upon the malnten-
anoe of that Empire depended very
larvely the Chrletlanlty. clvlUiatlon

and peace of the whole world, and
(aa a fraction of thla vaat whole) your
own Individual weUaro and proaperlty.

Thvrm were aU giaat arsumcnta
asalnat me: there waa one great fact

In my favor.

They aald that there should be nb
taxation without representation: that

we needed all our numey for Internal

development; that we were safe under
the Monroe doctrine; that we had done
our whole duty In buUdlnc the C.

P. R.; that we were too poor; and
that the Trmch Canadians were solid-

ly ^posed to contribution.

The one fftct In my favor was that
the Heart of Canada Is British and
bcata to the tune of "Home, Sweet
Homc^** and so, Qentlemen. we fCund
an answer to eveiy <me ot these argu-
ineats. Bhren the last of thwn haa no
longut any atrtntth. since a houao di-

vided acalnst ItseK cannot stand, and
If Messrs. Mardl. Monk and Bouraaaa
are OKKMMd to oontrlbntlon, Ia Patrlc
and La Preaae a'c on our slde^ and I
venture to think as much of the spirit

of Montcalm as still abides tet the
Province ot Quebec.
In three years we have calned this.

I'he principle of naval contribution
Is no lonser disputed In eight at any
imte of the nine provinces of the Do-
minion; the duty ot bearing the Im-
perial burden la conceded by ahnost
all. and In our West Is not Mily con-

ceded, but welcomed. For reasma al-

ready suggeated I am not going Into
detalla. Tou can aee for youmehrea
that the I«eague has grown In popu-
larity; I am glad to say that it has
also grown In numbers, but though 1

will not complain I would remind you
that the whole naval league ot Bri*
tain can be counted In a few thou-
aaada. and that It Is matched against
awdi leaguea aa those of Germany.
Russia and other BunnMan Statesb
and that one of those Is over a mD-
Uon strong.

We want more worinrs^ and we
want someone to whisper to our King
that the League which buUt the Ger-
man Navy was founded and led by the
German Emperor'B brother, and that
one of the moot gifted womra In Can-
ada has suggeaUd that If a certain
boy Prince ot Bnglaad honored Caa-
aJa*a Navy League by leading It. that
Laague wonld very aoon be ccmman-
surau with the male population of the
Dominion. We cannot send our mea-
aagea direct to the foot of the Throne.
They may get there, nevertheleaa. X.

at any rate, have "passed." Gentle-
men of the Freest "on the baH." if yon
please.

If It were necessary I could show
you. Gentlemen, that small sa this
your League Is, It has In the laat year
made Itself seriously frit many thou-
sand miles from Victoria, and X could
prove this by quotation fnmi leading
BngUsh dallies, but I b' ^ no time
tcclght to read records, .on can join
th< League and read them for your-
aalves. If you like.

Now to my resolution.

Throughout Britain the duty of Col-
ottUa contribution baa been recognised.'
with the reault that three of the great
Dominions have oontriButed or prom-
lee>l to contribute.

New Zealand, the least of than,
with a population all told of abont
800,(KM^ has promlf A a Dreadnought
«rhich wUl cost het about ltl.00e.Me.

AustnOIa. with about $,900JM$ peo-
ple, baa undertaken to provide a local

navy which win coat hv about
|lt,oe«yOO0.



Canada, tha sraateat of Um Domln-
tons and tha nearaat home, with a
population of about S.000,000, la atlll

Ulking of eraaUnv a local navy not
built upon tha lines aufteated by the
Admiralty, and not at tha oall of the
Klnc. to coat h«r about 110,000,000.

Lat ma boll that down for you a
Uttla.

It moani that Canadlana ara think-
ing of clvlnc leaa than 10 canta par
man aa compared with tha dollar per
man of the New Zealandera, It meana
that New Zealand haa ptedced hwaelf
to a direct dft; that Auitralla haa
contributed a local Haet In the ttitm
deemed moat dealrable by the Admir-
alty, whilst Canada haa promlaed two
mall local navlaa not on the Admir-
alty Itnea, which may bo of aome ser-
vice aa tralninc ahlpa or commerce
deetroyera. but which are not aervlce-
able as Aeet unlta and have no ships
In them nt for Britain's nvhtlny line,

and which will not be ready for any
conceivable emergency.
At tlrat blush this does not look very

creditable or very hopeiul, but as a
permanent policy the Canadian policy
of building local navies haa much In
Its favor, and Is perhaps as aet forth
In our reaolutlon. the policy best cal-
culated to aerve Britain In tha 4ong
run.

A direct contribution In cash might
be the most practically uaeful to Bri-
tain In the preaant and would no doubt
be the chastest to Canada, but It

would Ineviubly be distasteful to our
people; It might weaken the tlaa which
bind us, instead of strengthening; and
would do nothing to cultivate a naval
qplrit amongst us.

The tone of aome of tha F^nch
papers which have come over to our
side suggest to me a danger. "Let us
make a direct ocmtrlbutimi,'* they aay.
*^uid be dona with it" That la Just
what we want to avoid.

When Canada begins to take an In-
terest In Naval matters we never want
her "to have done with It," and there-
fore we support the permanent poUoy
of tha Oovemmant bacauaa the build-
Ing of local navlea will eraata a naval

aplrlt amongst our people; will oraata
an Interest In their own navy which
man only feel In the things which tha>
themselves have mada: will arouaa a
generous rivaby between the Domln-
iona which must Inure to Britain's
benefit; and will especially create ship-
yarda (the capacity for producing
ahlps) which ara worth mora to Bri-
tain than many Dreadnoughts.
On these grounds we endorse tha

permanent policy of the Oovamment
But, Gentlemen, there mu more In

that reaolutlon of March, IftOO, the
resolution of both our great parties In
the State, than Is contained in tha
permanent policy which I ask yon to
endorse.

In that resolution a loop hole waa
wilfully left for tha giving of an ab-
normal contribution to tha Mother
country In case of emergency. Tbla la

why our resolution pleads for an aa-
ditlonal contribution In Draadnoughta
or cash.

It Is for us to show that an emer-
gency exists.

Upon this point there Is great differ-

ence of opinion, and in our desire to
allow for this we do not wish to. allege,

though many better Informed people
do, that there Is any immediate dan-
ger of war with Germany, but it must
be conceded that tha oontesv for su-
premacy which is so ^rrttdy likely to
end In actual war, has already com-
menced.

It Is the war of tha wwk ahops,
and unless Britain la united it aeama
almost Impossible that the people of
the narrow lalea can in the long run
maintain their supremacy against the
greater man-power and greater poten-
tial wealth of Germany.
England and Her Children, united

under one head, would be Invincible,

and a guarantee of the world'a peace:
England alone or Britain disunited
might induce a genenl cataatropha.
Tou adc me why I fear dangor from

Germany. I do not fear danger from
Germany; X fear the force of droum-
stances. Germany is today the great-
eat power in Europe; Garraany today
Is tha rtchaat power In Europe; Oer-



many todsy hu Incompanbly th« fln-

a«t army In Burope, ond If tha ever
•dda to the mastery of the land the
upremacy of the eea It will be for her
to take that world komlnlon which
every military nation haa aaplred to
from the time of Caesar to the time
of Napoleon.
But you *ell me the Qermana are a

Kood peopi' and would do none of
these thlny . I vlmlt that they are a
rood people, a vreat people, a people
from whom we spranf, and so dan-
gerously like ourselves that we may
expect them to do what we did. We
wanted colonies, and we took them.
They want colonies worse than any-
thing else In the world, and we or our
American cousins have them. There
Is a erreat dearth of empty white man's
land In the world, and the white men
of the greatest military power In the
world are multiplying very rapidly.

Affaln. we need to claim that we
were the freatt- 1 traders In the world.
It Is almost doutrtful If England Is so
any longer. Germany Is, at any rate,
a danserouB rival, and Germany wants
our trade as Germany wants our col-
onies. But you say, "Have you not
heard what the German ambassador
and the German Emperor have re-
cently said about peace?" Tes. I
have, and I remember that a diplomat-
ist is "a good man sent abroad to He
for his country's good," and that
Frederick the Great himself laid It

down as an axiom that It Is a ruler's
duty to sacrifice engagemenU which
are hurtful to the people. I dread the
logical result of Bismarck's moral
laws for a nation almost as much as I
do the force of circumstances. Bis-
marck said that the only healthy basis
of a great state Is national selflshness
and not romantic Idealism. In obed-
ience to this law Bismarck made Prus-
la the greatest power In Germany by
doubling his army; he made Germany
a commercial rival to Britain by wrest-
ing Kiel from Denmark; he made
Germany the greatest power In Ehirope
by enuhing France, and If Genhany
were today secretly preparing to crush
Stngland ahe would Im acting exactly

In accord with the beat Intereat of
that national aeinshness preached by
Bismarck; In accord with that law of
secrecy In war and politics laid down
by the Emperor Frederick; and any
war which she waged would be Justl-
Hed according to him so long aa It

brought prestige to her people. 80
much for German morala of this ques-
tion.

Now, Gentlemen. If you ask n-.e what
evidence I adduce of the existence of
thia emergency I tell you that the beat
evidence la (1) Germany's necessity;
(2) Germany's opportunity; <t) Ger-
many's national creed as suggested by
the quotations I have made; (4) the
German Emperor's oft quoted atate-
ment that the trident must be In Ger-
many's mailed flat; (S) the repeated
utterances to the same effect of Ger-
many's leading men; (A) the German
Navy League one million strong; <f)

the utterances of leaders of all parties
In England before the elections, Mc-
Kenna, fialfour, Blatchford, Asqulth,
Grey, Lord Cromer, Lord Curzon, Lord
Roberta, Lord Charles Bereaford. The
Times, the Post, the SpecUtor, the
Clarion, Indeed the utterances of al-

most ev«ry great voice In England,
whether of Liberal or Conservative or
Socialist, whether soldier, aallor or
Journalist; (S) the creation of Ger-
many's great fleet upon borrowed
money for service upon wsters within
easy reach of her shores, as shown
by the want of coal carrying capacity
In these ships; and (9) by the con-
centration of Britain's navy In Her
home waters.

Gentlemen, to any fkilr minded man
more evidence than this seems to me
unnecessary, although If time permit-
ted It would tM easily available.

As to the necessity of meeting an
abnormal emergency by a present ab-
normal gift of ships or cash X do not
propose to speak. It la a subject pe-
culiarly close to all our hearts, and to
none more so than to those of our
brothers at Vancouver, and for this
reason X propose to leave this portion
of ray subject to our whole-hearted ally
from Vancouver. Mr. Bell-Irving.

I
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Two point! only I win lucreit In
thla connection which ha mmy ckbor*
ate. The flrit la that If we went to
top thla expenalve conteat for au-
pretnacy. nothlnf la more likely to. do
It than the alght of our ulster natlona
rallying round the common atandard;
and my aeoond point la that If we are
to rive ahlpa, we could not do Wttrr
than lupply thoae two flrit olaH .Me-
hlpa which are needed to make our
two baby navlea aervlceable unltii on
the llnea laid down by the Admiralty.

And now I come to my laat clauae,
and to me the moat Important on« of
alU 'That the entire Naval Service of
Cnnrda ahall become automatically a
part of the Britlah Navj', under one
supreme control at che threat or out-
break of hoatllltlea."

Some peorte plead avalnat the crea-
tion of local navlea aa tendliv toward
aeparatlon. I aee the poaalbl<) dancer,
but havinc known for twenty yeara
omethlns of the Heart of Canada. I
do not believe In It I hear that aome
peopU would rather aet up. a little

bualnesa of their own rather than be
partnera In the BIneat Bualneaa on
earth, and I maivel at the poaalblltUea
of human folly.

But, gentlemen. If It ever became a
fact that thla Navy of Canada was not
at war when England was at war, that
the aea captains of the Empire had not
unquestioned control In war time of
the whole nf the Empire's fleet, that
would be Separation, and separatic*- of
any limb from the Heart means de>.

to the limb and the graveat danger to
the wliole body.

New Zealand ralaes no question of
divided control She gives all without
conditions. Australia retains home
rule of her own contribution In time
of peace, but asserts plainly that In
time of war her navy Is he King's,
God Bless Him, and yet inada, we
are told. Canada, the premier Domin-
ion, tlie nearest to the Heart, seems to
suggest separation: that In time of
Britain's need she. will only go to war
If she wants to.

Ut>on the third clause In onr reao-

lutlon the whole queatlon of Canadian
naval aid to the Mother Country de-
penda.

It reads that the entire naval service
of Canada ahould paas automatically
(or aa a matter of courae), under thi^

control of the Commander of the
Royal (perhapa Imperial would be the
better word) Navy on the threat or
outbreak of hosttUtlea agalnat BrlUln.
Upon this point the Premier of Can-

ada has delivered himself of three i-t-

teranees:

1. His flrst was on the debate on
the address. He then said: "Need I
say to my Honourable friend (Mr.
Monk) that whether we have such a
navy or not. we do not lose our right
to self-government; that If we do have
a navy that navy will go to no war
unless the Parliament of Canada
chooses to send It there."

2. His second utterance, r#corded
In Hansard, January Wth of thla year,
reads; "As I have already stated. In
case of emergency the Governor In
Council may exercise the power of
calling out the naval force to be placed
at the 'disposal of His Majesty, the
only

> ctlon being that Parliament
is to be immediately sumr.ionad": and
in answer to a question by Mr. Sproule,
Sir Wilfrid deflned war as : "War
everywhere. When Britain Is at war,
Canada Is at war; there Is no distinc-
tion. If Great BrtUln, to which we
are subject Is at war with any other
nation, Canada hecomer, liable to In-
vasion, and BO Canada ta at war."

3. His third utterance was on Feb-
ruary »rd, and II was to this effect
that he had, he feared, ahocked the
mlnda and souls of hla friends In Que-
bec by atatlng "that when England la
at war we are at war."

He explained that that was merely a
statement of a principle of Interna-
tional law: that Vien a nation Is at
war all her posai&alons are liable to
atUck, but that "It Is for the Parlia-
ment of CanaAi which created this
navy to say when and where It shall
go to war."



Now, fmilOTMa, I My ta rou, nad
thn* dlltcmit aptachu la Baniard
IW iroaraalvaa and maka roar awn
aommanta. I am pladcad aa Praaldant
at a non-partlaan laa(ua la rafrala
ttma dolnc ao, but It la my dutr ta
eammant upon facta, and 1 tax maat
impiiatleally that uniaaa tlia Canadian
H»TT la bound to to to war whan tha
Mothar Country (oaa to war, aa an In-
latraJ part o( Brilaln'a nary, undar
tha auprama command of tha Htad of
tbat Navy, without waltinc upon tha
will of party politician!. It la worth-
laai to Britain. It la woraa than that
It la an addad dancar to Bnuin. for a
oommandar muat count upon whom ha
can raly bafora enterlnc upon a war,
and any mlacalculatlon may ba fatal.
You want a Navy to p:otact your

Irada In diatant aaaa. Can your young
Haata at Victoria and Halifax do that?
That ta tha work of a wida-apraad Im-
narlal Navy,
Tou want whan a war braav< out,

tha comWInad forea of Britain laak
out and (ruah your anamy. Can aapar-
ato and Irraaponalbla (lacta do that?
Tou want to ba an Integral portion

of tha world'a graataat navy, aharing
all Ita dangan and all Ita glortaa, and
not to ba tha amalleot naval baby In
tha world.

Oantlaman, I quote from KIpUng and
tha BIbIa: "Canada la a daughtw In
her motha^a houaa and mlatraaa In
bar own. but aha muat ba a daughter
after tha manner of Ruth, whoaa oath
waa: "Thy people ahall be my people,

Thy Ood my Ood, and where tbou
goeat (ta war) I go."

Two more woHa and X have dcna.
ir William While, Briuln'a naval

oonatnictor. arrltae that party pollUca
ahould b« entirely excluded from naval
mattara: that In tha dlacuaalaa of
queatlona affecting naval aupremacy
there ahould be only one party. That
la alBO your Premlcr-a view, and I
hope tbat I have ehown It to be mine
by aaking Meaara. Hawthomthwalte
and Brawiler to apeak here tonght
and by my general conduct of thia
Navy Laague'f campaign.

My laat word la thIa. In the Weet
we have a law which all learn to obey.
It la, "It you want anything done do
II youraelf." I commend that tow to
the Weat. If your polltlclana for varl-
oua reaaona cannot give the two war-
ahlpa you want out of the public
money, there la no law to prevent your
giving them. Oo down Into your own
pocketa and put up tha prtce of them.
We have Ulked enough, and I at leait
am tired. If you will do thla yon
may call on me for tha «r«t thouiand.

In the fulneaa of Ume v s ahall prob-
ably see BrIUIn repreaented by one
Houae for the conalderatlon of all Im-
perlai mattara: a BrIUIn compoead of
aliter natloni, each of which will have
home rule In purely local mattara, but
then, aa now, we muat have one <3od,
one Empire, one Flag, and one, and
only one, Pleet, under the aivreme
control of Brltaln'a aea capuin tor
the time being.






