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THE ANNUAL MEETING.

OCTOBER 5th to 8th, 1899.

The Coburg Street Christian Church,
St. John, has decided to invite the Anuual
Meeting of the Disciples of Christ of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick to meet
with them, October 5th to 8th.

The church agrees to provide free
entertainment for two delegates from
each church, and one from each Woman"s
Anxiliary, besides the officers of the
convention, the membhers of the Home
Mission Board, the officers of the Womeun's
Society, and all the ministers, provided
their names are sent to W. A. Barnes,
228 St. James Street, St..John, N, B,
before September 30th.

desire to attend, arrangements will be

If any others

made so that they may secure board at
reduced rates, if they will send their
names and ask that such arrangements
be made.

The matter of securing reduced rates
by railway and steamboat will be attended
to this month.

It is expected that the programme
and other matters of interest will be

given in the next CHRISTIAN.

NOTES AND NFEWS,

H. A. Northeutt 18 leaving the evangelis-
tic field for a time, having accepted a call
to the pastorate of tho church at Kirks-
ville, Mo.

President McGarvey has been to Cincin-
nati making arrangemonts for the entortain-
ment of the students of the College of the
Bible, who will go in a body to the Jubilee
Convontion,

J. A. L. Romig has returned from his
evangelistic tour in Eogland. Many were
added to the saved while he was working
there. He will soon be ontering upon his
fall campaign in the Tnited Siates.

W. S. Gilner, of Eminence, Ky, was re-
quested to write a short article showing the
importance of Home Missions ; but instead
he seut his check for $100. ‘T'his, we have
no doubt, was equally as acceptable.

The article by A. N. Simpson, published
in this number of Tux CHRISTIAN, was read
at the Association at Summerside ; and those
who heard it were so well pleased, that they
desired that it be given to the readers of this

paper.

We regret to read in the New ZEngland
Messenger that the editor, R. H. Bolton, has
been prevented from performing active gos-
pel work, owing to affliction. e hope for
his comple and speedy restoration to health
and service.

As an experiment, Ashley S. Johnson,
President of the School of the Xivangelists,
Kimberlin Heights, Tenn., offers board,
room and tuition to ministerial students for
one year for $30.00. Young men who are
interested can get additional information by
writing him for it.

In Toledo, O., lived a lawyer, Marshal
Waggoner. He was an infidel, and his libra-
ry contained all the noted works of disbe-
lievers, He was the author of some bitter
infidel literature. But a short time ago he
publicly burned his infidel library, wkich cost
geveral thousand dollars, He bad becomea
Christian, :

QOur subscribers who ars in arrears will
bave our deep gratitude if they will at once
send to this office the amount due on their
subscriptions. We write these business notes
with roluctance ; but the money is needed,
and we want our readers to know it,

The vacation season is about over now,
During tho warm weather it scerms that
church work goes slow and hard. Many
things contribute to this. DBut the churches
should now be preparing for a vigorous fall
and winter campaign, ‘The first thing that
is ncoded is to get the church membors
thoronghly aroused.

Fivo thousand dollur gifts to ~ur mission-

_ary enterprises havo been frequent this year.

It is a sign of a growing hiborality, and of a
clearer sonso of responsibility. We notice
that the children of Mrs. Margaret Oliver
have recontly given this amount to the
Awmerican Christian Missionary Society. This
is a good monument to their mother—better
than a costly monumental stone in some city
of the dead.

The Dominion C. E. Convention wili be
beld in Moutreal, October 5-9. In anticipa-
tion of that event, both Ontario and Quebec
omit their provincial conventions this year.
The Maritime C. E. Convantion will bo held
in Sackville, N. B,, Sept. 5~7. D. A. Mor-
rison will conduct the rally of the Disciples
of Christ. Mrs., Morrison is to read a poper
on ‘“The Effects of Faithful Committes
Work on Christian Character.,”

D.R. Pickens, preacher at T'yier, Toxas, has
just made a donation of $5,000 to the Church
lixtension Fund. In stating why he chose
thns direction for his gift he says that he

} thinks to help a few brethren to baild a

house in which to worship God, is second to
no work among us; and this, he says, is what
Church Extension is doing. Geo. W. Muck-
ly, Kansas City, Mo., is the secretary of the
Church Extension Board.

On Whitney Avenue, Washington, D. C.,,
there was built during President Hayes’ ad-
ministration, a8 union chapel. Since that
time a thriving Sunday school has been con-
ducted there. There is no ather church
within three-quarters of a mile. The trus-
tees have given the property, which is worth
38,000, to the Disciples, and they are now at
work trying to build up a strong church in
that part of Washington,

Prof. Deweese, of Lexington, Ky., has been
spending some weeks down this way and has
had a chance to get at least slightly acquaint-
ed with our churches, to know a good deal
about our climate, to feel the invigorating
touch of ocean breezes, and to prove himself
(as a result, perhaps, of Bro. Minnick’s in-
atzucticn) & champion deep water fisherman.
He hassome young men on his college hook
thai we oxpect to see safely Ianded in
Lexington,

The date of the Jubilee Convention is
coming nearer and the enthusiasm is rising
higher.  All signs shall fail if this does not
prove to be an historic gathering. Dou't
you want to go? Can’t you plan togo ? It
will cost something, but the experiences and
memories will be cheap at the cost. Travel-
ling and boarding rates will both be reduced.

Remember the date of the great conven-
tion of the Disciples of Christ, in Cincinnati,
Ohio. There is ounly a little more than a
month before it opens. October 13th is the
opening day and October 20th the closing.

Sunday, September 3rd, is the date for the
annual coliection for the Church Extension
Fund. This is tho fund outof which grants
are made to weak congregations to enablo
them to get into a house of their own., The
importance of such a fund becomes manifest




R T e ———— vy~ | o

9

THE QﬁﬁjSTIAN

September, 1899,

when it is known that there are 2,700
churches of Christ in the United States
without houses of worship. Of these, 1,800
bave sought for assistance, but owing to lack
of fundg only 500 have been helped since
the fund was started.

— —— ——

Money out of the Church Ixtension Fund is
not given to weak churches but loaned to thom,
They pay it back into the fund by regular
instalments. In this way the same money
will help church after church until there will
be no weak churches needing places of wor-
ship. The fund has been so carefully man-
aged that it is said not & grant that has been
mado has been lort, But the present need
is more money. Nearly 1,300 churches have
sought aid unsuccessfully, because the fund
was exhausted.

T'he letter by the office editor which ap-
pears in this paper was written for the June
jgsne, but withheld because he thought it
Jacked matters of general intorest. Someo
readers, however, havo nsked that the letters
ag well as the trip be finished~— ag it is hardly
the correct thing for the letter to leave the
writer in the mountaing of North Carolina,
when ho is in fact down by the Bay of Tundy.
Well, this letter brings hin back to the
starting point and leaves him at work.

We bave a few higher critics among us.
They make a good deal of noise—onoagh for
a thousand of them! Their croaking recalls
the story of a frog pond. A man living near
who wag disturbed by the noise of the frogs
thought there must be hundreds of them.
He went to & neighboring town to seo if he
conld not open up a business in supplying
frog’s legs to the grocers, 1o received some
orders ard went home to catch hisfrogs. He
found them bard to find, Then he drained
his pond and found three frogs, There are
not so many higher critics in tho world as
their noise would indicate.

E. B. Barnes, of Normal, [ll., a former
highly respected pastor of the Disciples
church of this town, occupied the Methodist
pulpit in the absence of their pastor, on
Sunday last and delivered two excellent ad-
dresses to good congregations. Mr. Barnes
is an earnest and fearless exponent of Gospel
truth and it was a great pleasure to his
many friends to listen to him. During his
pastorate in this town his genial good follow-
ghip as a citizen, won the estcem of all de-
nomination and he will always be a welcome
guest to Bowmanville.— West Durliam News.

ews of the Clurches,

St. Jonx, N. B.
COBUNRG STREET

Bro. Wm Murray preached on two Lord’s days
during Bro. Stewarts absence on P, E Island.

Sister Grace Phillips, of Boston, Mass, wor-
shipped with us on Lord’s day (20th).

Prof. Dewcese, of the College of the Bible,
Lexiugton, was with us at our Thursday evening
mecting (August 3rd) and gave us o talk on John's
gospel.

Bro, Neil McLeod led the young people’s meet-
ing on Monday cvening, Scptember $th. 1o is
returning from his home oun P. E. Island, where
he has been visiting. e is ove of the missionaries
in Jameica, where he has Iabored for three years
under the C. W. B, M, Some of the churches
there have the endeavor societics and their auxili-

aries. He will attead the Jubilee convention at
Cincinuati in October.

Miss Bertha W. Barnes will be a deleygate to the
Maritime C. E. convention, to be held at Sackvillo,
N. B. on September bth, 6th and Tth.

Bro, W. H. Harding was at our Thursday even-
ing prayer-mecting (31st) and gave us a very
interesting talk on the subject, ¢ Associating with
Jesus,”

Sister Allen, of Washington, D. C., formerly of
this city, was at our C. E. meceting Monday cven-
ing (Ang. 14). She spoke of the flourishing society
of the Niath street church, of which she is a
member, and cxhorted us to go forward in this
graud cause of Christian Endeavor.

MAIN STREET.

On the first Wednesday of the month we were
privileged to have with us Prof. B C. Deweese,
of the College of the Bible, Loxington, Ky. le
geve a very helpful and instructive sermon, and it
was with sincere regret that we bid him good-bye
Friday morning when he left for Lubec, Me,

Bro. William Murray has Leen at two prayer-
weetings this month and did much to make them
uplifting and cacouraging.

Sister Torsey was at the evening service August
20. She is in the city on business and returns to
Boston where the fauwily is very comfortably
situated.

Bro. Armstrong passed to his reward August 1st,
Death has thus made the sccond attack upon this
Joung congregation.

Two business meetings were held this month,
The Building Committee was instructed to let the
contract for the ercction of the building and to
proceed with the work. Al

Havirax, N. S,

The second Lord s day in August completed my
first year's cogagement with the church in this
city. In mapy respects the year has been very
pleasant. The most discouraging feature of the
work here has been the removal of so many of our
fricnds from tho city, This we have all felt keenly,
But the Lord has been with us and blessed us
beyond what we could have hoped. We have
been made glad by seceing thirteen willing souls
obeying their Lord in baptism, the last one of
these was baptized since my report in the last
CHPISTIAN,

While there hae been considerable sickness, God
bas been merciful to ur, so that we have not been
calied to mourn the loss or any of our number by
death, A growing interest in the work has been
manifest all along, and our bauds have been held
up and hearts cheered by many kind words and
acts during this our first year's labor with the
brethren in the city of Halifax.

The church has met all the financial obligations
of the year, paying their preachoer regularly every
Monday, and meeting the interest falling due
cacry three months regularly, with all other
expenses, such as insurance, fuel, ctc. Besides
these, the regular expenses, there has been raised
during the ycar, including the work of the C. W.
B. M, and the children’s work, pearly St00 for
missionary purpoges. For a littlo church liko this,
with not over fifty resident members, I think the
record a creditable one.

The Suunday-school held its annual picnic the
10th of August, and a very pleasaut day was en-
joyed. Wo cngaged a steamer to take us up the
Bedford Basin o the pienic grounds. The day
was perfect, the grounds all we could desire, and
the attendsnce good. The affair was a financial
success, as well as a success in every particular.

Prof. B, C. Deweese, of the College of the Bible,
Lexington, Ky., made us a short but very pleasant

visit. The professor preached two most excellent
scrmons, which gave us a higher view of the great
scheme of redemption, avd lifted our souls heaven-
ward, Bro. Dewecese will get a hearty welcome
when he again visits Halifax,

Wo have also enjoyed o short visit from our dear
young sister, Llsie Smith, This young sister is
very dear to us in these parts, not only because of
the beaunty of her own life, but because of her dear
mother of sacred memory, whom many of us knew
and loved for her works' sake. Sister Josephine
Smith has left the impress of her sweet nature on
the daughter to whom we have so reluctantly said
good-by.

Since my last report Sister L. Miles, of St. John,
and Sister Zela Collie, of Milton, have worshipped
with us different times, and have spoken words of
good cheer to us in our social meetings. It is
very encouraging to have our friends who visit the
city come to tho mectings and cncourage us by
their presenco and expressions of mterest in our
COMMONn Cause,

My son, F. C. Iford, who was with the fricnds
at Gulliver's Cove, Digby Co., the two last Lord’s
days, was with us a fow days this week, and led
the Wednesday evening prayer-mecting. He is
now on his way to Eost Point, P. E. Island, baviog
accepted an invitation to visit the brethren at that
place. .

1 have heard of the scrious sickuness of our
beloved Bro. Hiram Wallace. May the Lord
spare the useful life.of this dear brother is our
carnest prayer, We shall anxiously await further
news, hoping the next word will be encouraging.

E. C. Forp,
Halifax, August 25th, 1899.

Picrou, N. S.

Since coming here (June 24th) I have organized
a prayer-mecting Wednesday night, and a Bible
class which meets at 10 a. m,, Sunday, We have
had regular preaching, having the privilege (July
23rd) of listening to two excellent sermons by
Prof. Dowecse, of the College of the Bible, Lexing-
ton, who preached again Wednesday night (26th).

The sudiences, although still small, are improv-
ing, and we have confidence in the future prospects
of our work in Pictou. I have met & great many
people outside of our membership, a great many

in the other churches and find them, very pleasant
indeed.

Sufficient monoy has heen raised to purchasc
baptismal robes and new hymnals, which we ex-
pect Lo use to good advantage this winter. Above
all, the good people have been very kind to the
present mibister, exhibiting remarkable patience
and strong faith, W. H. ALLen,

HA_xrs County, N. S,

An interesting marriage came off at the churceh,
West Gore, the 8th inst., the contracting parties
being Bro. William McDougall and Sister Rosa
McPhee, both members of the chuich here. They
have sct out in theic new relation with the best
wishes of a large number of relatives and friends.

I have resigned the work in this county, and am
glad to say that arrangement is being made to
eogago apother. At a meceting of delegates of
the churches called for the purpose a sum was
voted to be raised by the churches for the support

of a minister of the word. Arrangements ought
to be completed by the 1st of October, Persons
intercsted will correspond with Bro, John Me-
Dougzall, of West Gore.

T am writing these lines from a sick bed, where
I bave been confined for two weoks, 1 have
known some sickness and suffering, but both
might have been worse. I am not able to write,
The blessing of the Lord be upou Tre CHRISTIAN
--its editors, contributorg and many readers.

HiraM WALLACE.
August 28th, 1899,

e
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Wo closed a three wecks' series of evangelistic
gervices here on August Oth, Three male the
good confession and two were baptized. The
attendance was not large. J, K. Hester preached
and Thos E. Jones, of Chicago, had charge of the
singing services. Bro, Hester left us Auguat 14th
for Rochester, Miun., whither he goes to hold a
protracted meeting.

Bro. J. Carey Smith, one of the Rainy River
colony brethren, preached an instructive sermon
on the Five Kingdoms on the ovening of August
6th, Bro. Smith, who will reside here for a while
will (D. V.) preach August 20th.

The church ig expecting & brother from the
colony to settle here during the winter,

0. B. S810CKFORD,

Foome Missions,

Address all communications and remittances to W. A,
Barnes, Secrelary, 228 St James Street, St. John, N, B.]

He who is not a missionary Christian will
be a missing Christian when the great day
comes for bestowing the rewards of service.
A. J, Gordon, D. D.

We have sent a *“gentle reminder” to
those who have not sent their pledges which
were promised at the annual at Tiverton,
Quite a number huve ‘“given heed ” and
sent them. We hope that all, the pledges
will be sent before this month is out. And
also those churches who have not paid their
apportionment, will they remit to tho secre-
tary at once, so that he may be able to say
that every church responded?

The Jubilee Year of the American Chris-
tian Missionary Society will bo celebrated in
October nextin the very city—Cincinnati—
where it was organized fifty years ago. It is
believed that at lenst ten thonsand people
will attend the Jubilee. Delegates are ex-
pected from all parts of the United States,
and from Canada, frowr the West Indies, and
from Great Britain, India, Japan and China
will be represented.

RECEIPTS.

Previously acknowledged, .... ... $595 51

Halifax, per E, C. Ford, . .. 8 00
Jessie Devoe, South Range, .. .. cens 100
May Cossaboom, Tiverton, pledge at

annual, ..., 1 00

Effio M. Cossaboom, Tiverton, pledge at
annual, ...
Mrs. John A. Cossaboom, Tiverton,
pledge at annual, per H. A, Devoe,
Coburg Street Mission Band, .. cees
Tobin Lockwood, Port Williams, pledge
at annual,....
J. Barry Allen, Fredericton, N. B., pledge

100

2 00
28

2 60

at annual,. ... 3 00
Frank Richardson, Lord's Cove, . 2 00
D. F. Lambert, ¢ cene b 00
L. 8. Ford and wife, Milton, pledge at
apnual, ... .... 10 00
Jas, B, Prince, Bridgewater, N. 8., pledgo
at annual,. ... 2 00
Norman Robbins, Tiverton, pledge at .
annual, 2 00
Mrs. Norman Robbins, Tiverton, 100
Coburg Strect Sunday-school, ceee 4 00
Mrs. Harris Cosman, Brighton, pledge at
annual, per H. A. Devoe, ... 100
Miss L. N. Jackson, Cornwallis, pledge
at anousl,.... 8 00
F. C. Ford, pledge at annual, ceee 100
Miss Laura Lowis, Woodville, pledge at
annual, per H, E, Cooke, . 100
$648 86

W. A. BARNEs, Secretary.

Soveign Bligsions.

Muaritime C. W. B. M.
Expect great things from God.
Attempt great thangs for God,

STIMULATING THOUGHTS,

The dear Christ dwelis not afar,
The king of some remoter star,
Listening, at thnes, with flattered ear
To homage wrung from selflsh fear,
But here, amidst the poor and blind,
The bound and suffering of our kind,
In works we do, in prayers we pray,
Life of curlife, He lives to-day.
— Whittier,

A young Sunday-school teacher, a poor
seamatress, gave a rough street arab a shilling
to induce him to go to.-Suuday-school, That
boy, Amos Sutton, was converted, went to
work as & missionary among the Telugus,
and after twonty-five years ten thousand
converts were won in a single year.—7. A,
Meyer, D. D,

Thero was a year in the little church in
Blantyre when but one convert was welcomed
to the Lord’s table, but that lad was David
Livingstone, and as he was sown in the soil
of his much lovid Africa, he has become the
sced germ of that mighty ingathering into
the heavenly storehouse.-AMissionary Tidings.

In a recent sermon on XForeign Missions,
this old legend was told : When God first
made the birng, they could only walk; but
their wings were fashioned and laid beside
them. The birds took up those wings, and
binding them to their breasts, carried them
as a burden. But presently, the wings having
grown to their sides, they soared up into
heaven. “‘ Brothren?’ said the speaker,
¢ the church now bears foreign missions on
her heart as & burden. When will she learn
that the Lord intends missions to be .as
wings to hor, carrying her joyously forward
to the blessed day of His appearing?” — Mis-
stonary Tidings.

What a consummate blunder to live selfishly
in this generation! Christ says, ¢ Whoso-
ever he be of you that forsaketh not all that
he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” Did
Christ mean those words only for those who
lived hundreds of years ago, or does he mean
them for us to-day ? In the presence of
1,000,000,000 heathen and Mohammedans
needing the Gospel, with multifudes in hea-
then lands losing faith in their old beliefs
and asking for a new one, does he not mean
those words for us to-day? Christ gave his
best for us, Are we giving our best to him?
Our time, our money, our influence, our
friendships, our entire possesgions, are they
laid at his feet, placed absolutely at his
disposal ?

" Opportunities such as we have to-day may
not come again, It is said that when the
decisive P~urin the battle of Waterloo came,
the Englisn troops were lying in the trenches
waiting for the onslanght of the enemy.
‘They had been ordered not to fire until the
French were close upon them, and while
they lay there in silence, Wellington rode
up and down the lines saying over and over
again, ‘* What will Eogland say to you if
you falter now?” It was burned into those
waiting troops, and when the order was
given, “ Now up and at them!” every man
felt that the honor of England was in his
hand, and he was invincible.

Do we not hear the voice of a greater
Leader saying, “Bethou faithful unto death,

and T will give theo a crown of life?” What
will the result be if we falter now, if Ohrist-
ians are worldly now, if they are Christiansa
only in name, if they say *“ Lord, Locd,” but
do not the things which he commands.
What will Christ think of us if we are not
brave aud true now?—Margaret Leitch.

—— iy

RECEIPTS,

Previously reporced, .. cees ceee $292 51

St. John—
Coburg Street Sunday-school, 2 28
v ¢ Ladies' Auxiliary, 325

Tiverton—
Lodies’ Auxiliary, .... 2 00

Cornwallis—

Ladies’ Auxiliary, .... ees e 63
Mrs Ienry Corbett, .. e e 160
8302 27

We still nced about $80 to end the year honor-
ably. A word to the wise is suflicient.

Susie Forp Stevens, Treasurer.
Port Williams, King's Co., N. 8,

CHILDREN'S WORK.

——

RECEIPTS.
Previously reported .. .. ooee 361 74
8t. John—
Wide Awake Bang, .... veee cree 88
West Gore—
Golden Rule Band, .... 6 00
$68 62

Susie Forp STEVENS, 7'reusurer,
Port Williams, Kings Co., N. B.

Rarvied,

WHISTON-WALL.--At the home of the bride’s mother,
Picton, Nova Scotis, August 29, 1899, Mr, Robt. F.
Whiston and Miss Ruby Ella Wall, W, H. Allen
officiating.

Died.

ARMSTRONG.—On August 1st, at St. John, N. B,,
Brother Arthur E. Avinstrong. One of the chartér
members of the Main Street congregation, and until his
last sickness one of the most active and reliable workers,
Sunday-school librarian and Christian Endeavorer. He
suffered greatly the last few weeks, but his faith in
Chriat nevor faltered. When told that there was no
hope of recovery, but that he might live a month or only
twenty-four hours, he wished that it might be the latter
so that he might be released fromn the intense suffering
and be at home with his Suviour. Nevertheleas as the
days passed he did not murmur, but sought to glorify
God in his sufferings. The funeral was largely attended
and the body was accompanied to the ceinetery by the
members of Alexandra Temple of Honor and by the
‘Temple band, to both of which the decease;l bel(}?gi{l‘.

A CGhurch Ruilding

. ..FOR.,
MAIN STREET.
—%
Money is needed to pay for work and
Bro. Appel
expects to visit Deer Isiand the end of
September.  Probably he will also be
able to be in Charlotte County hefore
October. e goes to test the interest
and sympathy of the brethren in the
cffort to plant the church in North End,
St. John.

material—this is URGENT!

..
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CHRI ¢ HHEALING THE PARAVIYTIC,
Mark fi, 2-12,

I say unto thea, Arise and take up thy hed and o thy
way unto thine house, Verse 11,

Wo can read nothing more interesting and
important than the history of Jesus Christ,
for it was written that we may believe and
have life in his name,

In the present narrative we sce a large
assomblage met from different motives be-
cause the Son of Man was there, Ile knew
their different reasons for coming to the
place, but preaches the word to them all.
All, all wero lost in sin; hooffers salvation to
»ll, because he came not to condemn tho
world, but that the world through him might
be saved. It is after men hear the offered
salvation and decide whether they will accept
or reject that the grand separation takes
place.

Jesus not only preached to the people, but
he wrought miracles before them that they
might believo that the Sen of Man had
power on earth to forgive sins. His miracles
relieved tho distressed, confirmed che faith
of bis people, and sealed the condemnation
of his enemies, who had to acknowledge,
“This man doeth many miracles.” The
gamo acknowledgmont will yet be wrung
from those who hate him and labor so hard
to deny his miracles.

The sick man who came to be healed
could not get even to the door to go in to
Jesus, They all seemed too eager to gratify
their curiosity to step aside for his benefit.
The friends, however, who carried him were
not to be discouraged. Unmingled joy was
just ahead, and without an appeal to the
thongbtless crowd they bore their chargo to
the roof of the house and found and made a
way to let him down before the face of Jesus.
Their’s was a faith that could be secn both
by the people and Jesus, because it was living,
whole-hearted and active, and he seeing it,
pitied the man as a father pitieth his ehild-
ren, and said, ‘ Son, thy sins be forgiven
thee.”

But in that asscmbly were Secribes, the
raligious leaders of the day. Their object
was to find fault with Jesus and to turn the
people against him, They wore educated
men, trained to be teachers, and saw that
none but God could forgive sins committed
against God; and when they heard what
Jesus said tu the man, they lacked courage
to speak out, but murmured in their hearts,
“Who can forgive sins but God only ?™ and
accused him of the oft-repeated Llasphemy.
But Jesus could read their thoughts and
appeal to thewr intelligence, and he asked
them which was greater, to forgive sin or tu
remove by a word the consequencs of sin.
They knew that the latter wan the greater,
and that greater he would now accomplish

before their eyes that they might know for
certain that he had power on earth to do the
less—forgive sin. e thrsleft them without
a cloak for their sin. What a sad picture of
depraved humanity was there exhibited when
the mon who should bo the foremost n lead-
ing the helpless to the Gieat Healer strove
with inflesible determination to tarn the
people against him. How ? Godlike was
the patience with which he bore their insulis
and reasoned with them ! What a beautifal
example he here set for his followors ! VWhat
a beautiful example he has left his followers!

The heart of Jesus was deeply moved in
sywpathy with the meu who carried their
helpless brother. 1le felt as they did for the
sufforor, and the sight of their heroic faith
is given as his reason for forgiving his sins.
When he mot the weeping sisters of Lazarus,
Jesug wept. Although he had come on pur-
pose to give them back their brother, their
gorrow was his sorrow, and his tears flowed
most freely oven with those he was about to
wipe away, so did he fcol for these men and
their precious burden. He thus feelz at all
timos for those who are anxiously laboring
to bring the perishing to him for salvation.
Ile knows their anzieties, he hears their
prayers, sees their faith, and saves the lost
ones, This narrative is especially precious
to true ministers of the gospel. They are
glad salvation is free and determined to
spend their lives in telling it to others and
i pleading with them to come to Jesus.
But the masses reject the gospel, and, like
the crowd that blocked this entrance, will
not step aside to let others come to the
Saviour. There often seems so little sympathy,
cven in the church, that these ministers ave
ready to stop and ““ weep between the porch
and the altar, saying, Spare thy people, O
Lord, and give not thy heritage to reproach.”
How encouraging to such is the faith of these
four men and the eympathy and power which
Jesus displayed. The malice of the Scribes,
the selfish indifference of the crowd, were
nothing to them only to make them work
the harder. Two persons were in their
minds, and to get these two together made
them oblivious to everything else.

They have a strong working majority who
have Christ on their side, whether it be to
spread the gospel at home or abroad, to
assist the helpless, or in any work in which
he needs them. In his arm is everlasting
strength. His words are always in place, for
they are spirit and they are life,

A chureb, in order to live und prosper,
needs to huve a house of 1ts own. When un
evangelist enters a field and organizes a
church he ought not to leave till some plans
are made for housing 1t. Hundreds of such
churches have perished because they were too
weak to build. Hers 13 where the Church
Extensien Fund is anxious to come in and
render assistaace. TLhe stronger churches

put money into the fund and it gozs out to
the weak. And the strong ought to help the
weak,

Original Gontyilmtiong,

QUP FORCES AND RESOURCES ON
P. B ISLAND,

A. N. BIMPSON.

It is much casior to write upon a subject
of your own choosing than to write upon a
subject that has been chosen by another.
Since, then, I have consented to write, 1
invite your attention to this crude pro-
duction.

The subject, as you have olserved, is well
chosen, and I will endeavor, as far as possible,
to confine my thought to the facts as we find
them oxisting at the present timo in the
churches on P. X. Island. I intond to how
just as closely to the line as I possibly cav,
and if some of the chips fiv and hit you on
the nose, why don’t blame me, but blame
the man who gave me this subject.

If in reading this paper this afternoon I
can arouse & vigorous diseussion, and an ex-
change of ideas among the brethren, and
gisters as well, I will feel that I am duly
compensated for writing this article.

It was no* until President MoKinloy issued
the call for volunteers that he learned the
strongth of the forces and resources of the
United States; and it was not until I con-
salted our secretary’s book that I learned
the strength of our forces on P. E. Island.
It is found that we have eight churches in
all located in different sections of the Island.
The locations are well chosen. Looking to
the extreme western part of the Island, we
find at Tignish a iittle band pleadiag for the
¢ faith once delivered to the saints.” They
number about thirty in a:l, have a neat
chureh building, but no preacher.

Down in the extreme eastern part i3 South
Lake church., We find here about thirty-
seven families. It has a splendid member-
ship, a godly eldership. and in-all the spirit
of union and progression,

In the southern part of the Island—1Lryon
—stands a church building, which may or
may not be ours in a few vears to come.
The moembership of this church bas been
reduced by emigration and death almost to
tho point of extermination.

Cross Roade church, with its twenty-two
families, was strugyling for an existence, but
with a few faithful followers and an intel-
lectual eldership 1ts existence has been main-
tained, and at the present time its pulse beats
more reguiarly, and the indications are that
1t will hive.

Montague hasa living church. Its mem-
bers are active ; :ts body is sound. It breathes
the air of progression and freedom, aud is
not hindred from development by confusion
of wills and straight-laced dogmatism. Suc-
cess 1s crowning her efforts.

New (tlasgow ! homo of 1illustrious sons
and danghters, whose earliest lives were
cradled and nurtured 1n the lap of primitive
Uhrstianity, thy light doth shine at home
and in other lands ; thy church is as a city
 set on & hill and as the sun in the noon-day

-

e e e e

\

TT o ama



[

o -

e i

L aeatomommapuar

i s brtgvam i ]

September, 1899,

THE CHRISTIAN. 5

of summor. Great are thy possbilities, and
prosperity is over within thy gates.

Charlottotown, what can I say of thee ?
Wo aro proud of thy existence. Thou hast
como up throngh much tribulation. Thy
crown will be secure. In thy weakness thou
art strong ; and soon will this whole brother-
hood rojoice to see the spire of a Christian
church point upward to the sky.

Summerside, whore I first gave my life to
Christ, progression is thy watchword, ¢ Ex-
celsior ” is thy motto, This beautiful build-
ing which we seo to-day with its arched
coiling, stained glass windows, comfortable
pews, spire, baptistry, dressing rooms, all so
artistically designed and so skilfully manipu-
lated, reflects groat credit on the brotherhood
in Summerside, and gives us another expres-
sion to the truth of the adage that says,
““ Whero there’s a will there’s a way.” Napo-
leon’s soldiers said to him whilson the march
across the Alps, ‘“It is impossible; the task
can never be accomplished.” Napoleon said,
““There areno Alps.” This beautiful church
building which we sece to-day is the bost
testimony of the fact, that to the good breth-
ren in Summerside ¢* there are no Alps.”

Taoe total membership on the Island in
those eight churches is about seven hundred.
Now with seven hundred true, faithful
soldiers, and the best cause on earth to fight
for, we ought to, with systematised effort
and the spirit of unity, take this little Island
for Christ, and make it indeed ¢ the gem of
the gulf.”

We have eight churches, but only four
actively engaged preachers. It is a very
noticeable fact that the churches which have
permanent preachers have been and are the
most successful. More preachers are needed
on the Island. With seven hundred members
we ought to have at least six permanent,
actively engaged preachers. NSeven hundred
members an an average ought to give six
dollars per capita, which would be $4,200.00,
which sum would keep six preachers on the
Island and give them on an average seven
hundred dollars each. Someone says, ‘1t
can’t be done.” It can be dome. ¢ There
are no Alps.” More preachers for Prince
Edward Island and more money for the causo
of Christ should be the battle cry of this
convention. Increase the forces.

But let me say a word about tho second
part of my subject. What about our 1esources
on P, E. Island ? In the first place I would
gay they are as great as in any other place of
the same size and population in the world.
Our goil is just as rich, onr farms are ust as
productive, our people are just as intolligent,
our plea is just as scriptural, as can possibly
bo found in any other eection of the globe.
With such resources why can’t we be success-
ful? Although I am Canadian born, and
love my country, and would not exchange
the Union Jack for the Stars and Stripes,
yet I must say that my experence with the
people of the United States fully convinces
e that they have more vim, more snap,
more business, more system in religious

affairs, and less conservatism and criticism
thar our Oanadian geople. The resources
are here, but we don’t use them. The means
aro hore, but we don’t employ them. There
are many people in our brot'wrhood who are
only giving dimes to the cause of Ohristianity
whon they should be giving dollars. We are
gtill children, and still playing church. Wo
are still drilling where we ought to be fight-
ing. You remember the olden days—how
on Saturday safternoons the men came to-
gether and drilled on the common. The
command was given: March; right, left;
right, left ; right, left ; halt; shoulderarms;
ground arms; present arms ; and it was drill,
drill week after week, and year after year,
and they pever got into a good hot fight in
their lives. So with our churches on the
Island—go to church week in, week out,
hear tho songs sung, the scriptures read, and
the illustrations in the sermon, and then the
members go home ; and this is repeated for
fifty-two weeks in tho year. What does it
mean ? It means right, left; right, left;
right, left; shoulder arms; ground arms;
present arms; halt. Brethren, the time is
past for drilling, and the time has come for
fighting. Many plans should be devised.
More systematic work should be adopted,
Greater union ghould be established.

Our counventions should not be so much a
trial of preachers’ skill, as they should be a
time to devise ways and means to promote
the best interests of the united brotherhood.
I admire in the Methodist church the ekill
aud mapagement with which they handle
their forces, Business in their conference
meetings is the order of the day. Plans and
plots and schemes, unity and co-operation,
is the great secret of their success ; and not
only in the Methodist church, but the same
is true of other churches. Now Iam going
to say something, and it may be a chip that
will hit you on the nose, but I am going to
firo it anyway, and here it goes: Judging
from observation, I am led to beliove that
there is less system and less co-operative work
employed in utilizing the resonrces and
managing the forces in the Christian church
than in any other body of people with whom
I am acquainted. We lack system. Wo
have the resources and we can inerease our
forces if we adopt system and method in
their management.

Now let me offer a fow svggestions and
then I am done. We have all read of the
Rat Portago meeting, and we are rejoiced to
know that the cause of Christ is established
there. In the reportof that meetingI noticed
that a very prominent thing mentioned was
the literature used and disseminated among
the people during the preaching, leaving as
to infer that by this means, together with
the preaching of the Word, conviction was
carricd to honest hearts. So I believe on
*his Island we want more literature. The
people must be educated. How many have
been brought into the fold by reading such
tracts as “ Sincerity Seeking the Way to
Heaven.” ¢ What Must I Do to Be Saved?”

“Our Position,” and others of a similar
character. You can give 2 mun a tract to
read when you cannot preach to him the
gospel, 'The merchant can wrap a tract with
his goods; you can give them to your friends;
you cun leave them in the church pews, or
in somo convenient place near the door, You
can reach peoples’ hearts and conscionces in
this way when you cannot in any other.

Again, I suggest that the ministers and
olders of the difforent charches get together
more fraquently and lay plans and schomes
for the logitimate prosecution of the work,
Plans for ministers to go to new fields on the
Island where our plca is not known,  Many
fields are white unto the harvest.” There’s
Malpeque, New London, Clinton, Murray
Harbor, and a great many other places that
I could mention that have never heard, to
understand, this glorious plea of which we
boast.

Our resources are extensive, and economy
in their use and skill in their using should
be the keynote to our future success, Our
plea ig the only plea that meots the domands
of the age. The Bible and the Biblo alone,
Christ the Son of the living God, his desth,
burial and resurrection, are facts that are
breaking down the middle walls of partition.
With such a plea and such evideuces of its
success in other lands, as it comes to us
through tho press and the pulpit, can we
afford to dream away our time in slothfulness
and veglect ?

¢ Let us then be up and doing,
With a heart for any fate,

Still achicving, still pursuing,
Learn to labor and to wait.

 Trust no future, howe’er pleasant,
Let the dead past bury its dead;
Act, actin the living present,
Heart within and God o’erhead,”

Goryespondeise.

FROM THE SOUTH LAND,.

I made a tour among the churches of Hick-
ory, N. G, aftor my last lotter was written.
The preachers scemed to be set for the
defence of their creeds. The Methodist
preacher, who is a  holiness man” was de-
fonding complete sanctificatior and telling
higs hearers to get rid of their “ miserable
prejudice against a scriptural word.” The
Baptist preacher aigued strongly in favor of
Gnal perseverance, or once in grace al¥ays in
grace, and contended that the doctrine did .
not encourage presumption, because the Bible
says, ¢ Let him that thinketh he standeth
tahe heed lest ho fall.” A few more pas-
sages might cause the doctrine to fall, 'The
Episcopal preacher was maintaicing that the
apostolic form of church government was
Episcopal, with bishops, priests and deacons
ruling. We may accept his assertion iv part ;
but instead of having one bishop over many
churchies, there were bishops or elders in every
city whore a church was established, or there
would be if Puul’s advice was followed.

Bishops were, comparatively, more numer-
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ous in the early days thun they are now ; and
every Christiau was » priest. The Lutheran
preacher surprised me some by taking his
toxt out of the epistle of James, which Mar-
tin Luther called st Epistle of straw because
it did not agree with his theory of ¢ justifi-
cation by faith only.” Ife surprised mo still
more by taking for hiz text the words, ¢ Be
yo doors of the word and not hearcers only,”
and emphasizing the importance of works.
Ho surprised me most of all by a wonderful
acrobatic feat, in which he took the opposite
attitude as his sermou closed, and said that
we are saved by faith alone ; and to mako it
still strongor ho added, ¢ without works.”

I am not surprized that some sermons to
children are not intercsting to the young
people. The Episcopal preachers delivered
such an one while I was in Hickory. It was
duly aunounced one week in advance and at
the Sunday morning service, 1 went carly
that I might be sure of a seat. But only
twenty-two persons attended, of whom six
were children. Three of these went asleep
and one went out. The sermon was & good
practical one for grown-up people, but it was
not adapted to children. It reminded me of
a children’s sermon that I heard in Valdosta,
Gn. It was so abstract and recondite that
the children could not follow it. The learn-
ed preacher had to try various devices to
keep the childron quiet, and even requosted
one mother to remove her child, But the
speaker and not the children was to blame.

All the choirs in the town had the advan-
tage (or disadvantage) of training by a pro-
fessional choir leader. 'They were trained
away beyond me. Sometimes when they
were going up one feared lest they be unable
to get down in safety, and when they went
down they sermed to go beyond recovery. I
suppose it was good singing : T am no judge.
But I would have beon better satisfied had
the music been a little less artistic and if the
hymus and tunes had been familiar to the
congregations. But tho now and the difli-
cult are selected so that no one will be able
to join in aud spoil the performance. *

On Sunday I had a difficult task in find-
ing a place to worship. I passed the Metho-
dist, the Baptist, the Reformed, and the
Presbyterian churches, and found each one
closed. It was not till I came to the Episco-
pal church that an open door invited me to
enter. But there the choir failed to come,
and the rector simply announced the hymns
and went to the next part of the service.
His choir, like the preachers of the other
churches, was probubly at Claremont College
to hear the Baccalaureate sermon. I'do nct
gee why an attempt should bo made to erowd
four or five congregations into one small
room, e¢ven if a noted preacher from Vir-
ginia will be present.

But Hickory, with its attractions and dis-
tractions, was but a place of sojourning. I
loft it the evening following the Queen’s
* birthday, and on the next morning I was out
at tho sea coast—Norfolk, Va. I spent the
day in sight seeing, and there wore many

things of interest.  The memorial day for the
confederate dead must have recently taken
place, for in tho cemetory there were many
graves decorated with flowers and a minia-
ture confedorate flag-—tho stars and bars,
‘ho flag of the lost cause. Brave but mis-
taken men followed that standard through
awful privations and dungors, and thousands
of them died fighting under 1ts folds.

The evening closed my sight seemng in the
city and hurried mo to the wharf, from
which, a short time later, the good ship
¢ Kershaw " set sail for Boston, As wo were
sailing out into the open sea I was remind-
od that 1t was in theso waters that the ¢ Mer-
rimac” and “ Monitor” had that terrific
battle during the civil war. I was glad that
the smoke had long since cleared away and
that the echoes of those shocks were no longer
heard. I was reminded too, that it will be
gomo time yot ¢ "I'll the war-drum throbbed
no longer, and the battle flags were furled ;”
for there on the left was Fortress Monroe
with 1ts threatening gun., and not far
from our course was anchored the ‘“Reina
Mercedes,” one of the best war ships of the
haughty Spaniards before the battle of San-
tiago. She was sunk by the Awmerican flect
and her battered and rusted appearance pro-
claims her unnsnal experience. After the
war she was raised and brought to the United
States, where she fecds the pride of a victo-
rvious people, .

From Friday evening till Sunday morning,
when wo reached Boston, the ¢ Kershaw
ploughed a path for herself in the bosom of
the Atlantic. My personal experiences dur-
ing these long nights and a longer day shall
not be related. Suffice it to say that the
dining room and I did not become acquainted,
though my ticket inclnded meals. Unlike
Patrick Henry, I found it well to ““lie supine-
ly on my back.” Ileft the boat with a
thankful heart—thankful that the voyage
wasg over, and I was full of happiness, if not
of material things, when I found the hard
streets of Boston beaeath my feet.

It was Sunday morning, and where else
should a thankful man go but to church.
So I made my way to the Christian Church
on St. James street. The building is neat
and new and frce from debt. It is so built

that it can be extended when occasion shall
arise. J. H. Mohorter, the minister, has
lately been called to the pulpit. He preach-
ed an excellent sermon to a good congrega-
tion. He.impressed me as a man who by his
carnest preaching and conscientious work
would prove a success eyen in Boston, On

Monday morming I visited R, H. Bolton at.

his home in Everett, and was permitted to
geo the new house of worship which the Dis
ciples in that town are building. Bro. Bol-
ton was about closing up his work there and
moving to Chelsea.

On Monday evening I started for St. John,
and, as the ocean and I had had a recent dis-
agreemont, I came by rail, I was glad to see
again the familiar faces, to grasp the hauds
of the tried and true, and to take up the
work where Howard Maurray, after his six
months of earnest labor was just about laying
it down. Hexry W. STEWART

St. Joha, N, B., May 31st, 1509,

Septembor, 189y,

CHRISTIAN COLTONY, RAINY
RIVER,

————

My chief object in coming to Western
Ontario was to settle in tho colony being
formed by the Disciples near Rainy River.
The colony township is about 120 miles dis-
tant from Rat Portage, and about ton miles
from the nearest point on the Rainy River
having steamboat counections.

I visited the colony June 11th and stayed
three days. The roads from the river to the
sottlemont are in some places quite poor.
But when a porson counsiders that they are
uoew, and pass through a country of rich clay
soil, with little stone or rock, he will probably
think them very good.

On my trip I met a pumber of persons
who had been in looking the land over, aund
who expressed thomselves dissatisfied with
tho country. But I did not find asingle
farmer who did not think well of the country.
The soil is evidently quite rich. Portions of
the land needs draining; and is thickly
timbered. But there are a number of streams
which can be used for drainage, and the
timber is not heavy. Flies are quite trouble-
gome during summer months, It will take

hard work to clear the forest and build

comfortable homes, but it can be done. It
will make, in time, a fine farming district.

The class of brethren we have there would
be an honor to any community. Lhey are
intelligent, educated and religious. Five of
them, Bros. A. M. Sweauney, J. Carey Smith,
T. L. Read, David N. Meneley and Joseph
Keevil, are ministers. There are now over
soventy on the township and in the vicinity.

I discussed with a number of the beethren
certain plans for formation of model com-
munity. They all spoke in favor of such a
movement. I expected to go down again
during Angust and bave plans discussed in
a conference. But the brethren are out
working ou the roads, and therefore a con-
ference is impossible.

I have faith in the colony, because I have
faith in the membors. In time we will have
a settlement in Burris township that will
make itself felt in the country round about.

Ifind it will bo almost impossible, how-
ever, for me to sebtle in the colony just now.

0. B. STOCKFORD.

Being up on an elevation presupposes
climbing by him who stands *here. No man

makes progress upward without meeting and
overcoming obstacles. Yf one is not willirg
to struggle to this end, he can not reach the
end. Henco obstacles znd stronggles are to
be welcomed as essential to high attainment,
not to be grieved over as misfortunes. Phil-
iips Brooks gives expression to a primal
truth when he says: ““You may go through
the crowded streets of heaven asKing each
saint how he came there, and you will look
in vain anywhere for a man morally and
spiritually strong whose strength did not
come to him in a struggle.” A man may
glip down hill, but not up hill. An easy
path is sure to tend downward: the upward

way involves struggle to the end.—Sunday-
School Times.

T e - p—————— .
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THE MEANING OF MISSIONS.

A movemont that has beon the inspiration
of so many heroic heart, from the first
century to the last of our ers, and that has
overy promise of increasing power through
coming centuries, must have beneath it a
profound meaning. This movement, start-
ing with the commission of our Saviour,
and never so great as to-day, is like such
rivers of earth as grow in volumo and in-
creases in majesty in proportion to their
distance from mountain to sea. The mis-
gionary movoment is not a transient, but an
age-long one ; it is not a dwindling, but an
ipcreasing one, it is not a national, but au
international and world-wide one.

Ascontrasted with other great movemonts,
this, unlike the commercial one with its pro-
mise of gain, is spiritual with rather a pro-
mise of poverty ; unlike political ones with
the allurements of glory and power, this is
fraternal with frequent inflictions of porsecu-
tion and distress; and unlike wars of con-
quest, with their prospects of victory and
" destruction aud plundor, this is the barbinger
of poace and good will, the cvangel of glory,
honor and immortality.

What is the moaning that undorlies this
mighty movement, so contrary to all merely
human eaterpriso ; promising to the rich
man no dividends on capital, but demanding
of him gifts in fee simple; promising to
churches no inecrease in membership, but
possibly whole decades of praying and giving
in order to tho conversion of singlo souls in
far-away lands ; and offering to missionaries
themselves a baro existence, hard work, a
foreign residonce, many doprivations, inevit-
able persccutions, possible death by disease
or violence, and a doubtful old age—what
can be the secret of it ?

More thau all else the Saviour himself is
the answer to the question. The captaincy
of the movement rests with the crucified and
rigsen One, standing with pierced hands and
feet and side among his wondering disciples,
and saying, “ All authority is given unto me
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore
and teach all nations, baptiziug them into
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.” As truly as Christ is
Lord, this commission is felt to be impera-
tive by all who are loyal to him. Paul folt
it ; the apostolic church felt it; and it was
the realized imperativeness, the recognized
urgencey of it that made the ancient church
a conquering power to such an extent that
‘““the fires of its faith burned to the water's
edge all round the Mediterranean and re-
mude the Roman world.”

And the modern church, ag it issues from
the gloom of the middle ages, and from tho
doctrinal vagaries of that long Roman Catho-

lic period which may be likened to & night-
mare, is rapidly coming to be one with tho
- ancient church in its recognition of the
captaincy of Ohrist, and the urgency of thal
commission wherein ho gives tho secret and

the sequence, the sum totol and the climdX
of his own mission. The meaning of Christ’s
presence among his disciples is focused 1n the
commizsion, and the meaning jof the com-
mission is the meaning of missiors. What
the commission commands missions seek to
execute ; what it expects they seek to croate;
and what it promises to humanity they seek
to verify in cternity.

Missions are tue media through which
Christ’s rightful authority and saving power
arg curried over from the ideal to tho real
among the nations of the earth. They are
the King’s means of assorting his kindhiness,
tho high priest’s means of making known his
high priestliness, the Savioar’s means of
winniug to his hand and heart his blood-
bought ones.

In this commission our command is to go
and teach. Migsions Lave therefore all the
meaning that inheres in the teaching and
student faculties among mun. All that the
pulpit, the platform, the press and the ros-
trum can mean, the Saviour means in his
command to teach and preach. Among his
last words bofore his crucifixion were these,
‘“ Put up the sword.” Among his last words
before his ascension wore these, * Go teach.”
The methods of tho teacher, the preachers
the friend and the brother, are the methods
of his conquest. His victorics are those of
truth over the minds, love over the heart,
and righteousness ovor the consciences of
men.

The Saviour includes baptism in the com-
mission, and therefore all that it means mis-
stons must mean, All the faith and repent-
ance that are proclaimed by it ; the bural to
sin and the resurrection to nowness of life
that are typificd by it ; tho total reformation
of conduct and consequent rogenecration of
manhood thut procede from it; the vows
that preceed it and the virtues that succeed
it—all this must be included in the meaning
of missions.

The meaning of missions must include the
promised presence of Jesus with his believing
ones. ‘‘alway, even unto the end of the
world,” This promised presenco is condi-
tioned upon obedienco to the commission ;
that is, upon missions. ‘The Saviour can
not abide with a non-missionary, much less
with an anti-missionary, soul or church, for
the very spirit of inactivity and opposition is
antagonistic to his spirit. 1t would seem
that the only prayer that even he could
frame for such a soul or church must be a
repetition of the prayer for his murderers,
¢ Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.”

The presence of Christ with his disciples,
coupled with his discipling of the whole
world, meaus ultimately the ¢ peace on earth
and good will among wmon” of the angelic
anthem sung at the Saviour’s birth ; it means
the rounion of the dissevered disciples of
Christ ; the destruction of idolatry; tho solu-
tion of our social problems ; the brotherhood
of man ; tho sisterhood of nations ; the reg-
nacy of righteousness, and the incoming of
international peace. Too many of us have
held mean views and small estimates of this
theme. The philosophy of missions is the
philosophy of the incarnation of our Saviour;
of all the sermons and parables and prayers
and miracles into which he threw the force
of his life ; of his death and resurrection ; of
his ascension and present regnancy ; and of
the living link that must. oxist between the
Suviour and the saved to the eod of time.
The whole gospel s & missionary commis-
sion : the wholo church is a missionary
socioty ; the whole world is a missionavy field;
time itself is a mission looking to eternity for
its garnorings to God,—Christian Standard.

WHAT IS ATHEISM!

Thero are three kinds of atheism, intol-
lectual, omotional and volitional ; of tho
head, of the heart, of the lite. The intel-
lectual fool hath said in his head, there is
no God ; the emotional fool hath suid in his
heart, there is no God ; tho practical fool
hath said in his life thero is no God, Intel-
lectualism in religion is virtual atheism in
action. The theoretic atheist who has
reached his position of disbelief in the exist-
onco of God by mental processes, by investi-
gation of evidence as he considers, is not tho
worst kind of atheist. Heine said there wag
ro infidelity in Paris, for there was not
enough interest in religion oten to reject it.
This sarcastic insinunation of the German
thinker contains one of the profoundest
of truths. The indifferentist who hLasn't
enough vital interest or faith in his own soul
to register a volition against religion, who is
so lacking ir moral onergy that he neither
accepts nor rejacts it, but lives in total apathy
of all higher concerns, is the worst and most
incorrigible species of atheist. The man who
accepts Christianity upon theoretic grounds
and has no further use for it is as much of
an atheist as the man who rejects it upon
theoretic ground and has no more use for it
He ig worse, for he has the charges of hypo-
crisy and inconsistency to meet in addition
to the crime of moral atheism in his life.
The attempt to substitute intellectual belief
in theological propositions for the living
faith in unseen realities that unites the soul
to God, is godlessness of the most aggravated
type.

Animalism ig atheism. To live in the
flesh is to be without God and without hope
in the world. Where the spiritual nature
and the faith faculty have been atrophied
by neglect and sensuons indulgence there is
no real faith in the existence, much less in
the immanence of God. The rejection of
moral responsibility and the spiritual life'is
the rejection of God. The man who walks
snd acts as if there were no God to be loved
or feared is an atheist. Those who practi-
cally ignore God, whose daily walk and
conversation are what they would be if they
knew there was no God are atheisticin the
worst conceivable sense of the term. Paul’s
natural man is the typical atheist. To dis-
pense with God in one’s hife is the worst kind
of atheism, and it is to be fogred, the aver-
age man does.

Pessimism is a species of atheism. The
old debate whether this is a good world or a
bad onestill goes on, and in the mean timo
each man is doing much to make his own
world. As a modern writer has said: ¢ All
is marvellous for the poet, all iz divine for
the saint, all great for the horo, all.base for
the base. The wicked man creates around
him s pandemonium, the artist an Olympus,
the clect a paradise, which each alone sees.”
The Iife within is the medium through which
tho world without is observed aud interpret-
ed. Amiel cried at forty-sovem, ¢ All the
sum of my juvenilo hopes fled ; the outlook
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an ereasing 1solation, imtertor mortifications
long regrote, inconsolable sadness, lugubrious
old age, slow agony, death in tho desert !”
What signifies the enormous pessimism of a
Schopenhauer, of a Leopardi, an Obermaun,
a DeVigny, of the novelist Hardy, if it is not
the aflirming answer of aur time to that ervy
of tho old world in tho Idipus of Sophocles,
that ¢ the best think is nover to be born ;
tho next best to die as soon as possible ?”
And what is this but the echo of tho grim
solution of the world by a modorn poet who
snid of it, *“Some random throw of heedless
nature’s die?” Thus the pessimist has built
a world withoul a God, or one with a bad
God, and each is a baldly atheistic solution
of the world problem.

Agnosticism is the practical cquivalont of
atheism. To doubt the existenco of God, or
to assume a neutral attitnde towards the
question of the divine being is for all practi-
cal purposes to deny him. A man who does
not know whether there is a God or not does
not know whether to obey him or not; and
as a matter of fact does not, any more than
if he has explored evory crack and crevice in
thie universe and knew to a dead certainty
that there was no God. An agnostic world
would be for all practical uses an atheistic
world. Ingersoll declared himself an agnos-
tic, a popular fad among infidels who mas-
querade in scientific duds, but when he
mounted the rostrum or seized the pen ho
invariably argued for atheism.  Herbert
Sponcer’s Unknowable is 2 much better stag-
ger at God making than Huxley’s Don’t-
knowable, for the recognition of a power
behind” phenomena is the acknowledgement
of a power in the universe not ourselves, and
this can hardly be anything else than God,
but the assumption of ignorance of a power

so manifest is the crassest type of godlessness,
The theoretical don’t know of the agnostic
Jands a man at the same place as tho practi-
cal do know of the atheist. ‘Lhere is a dif-
ftlzrenco in name and degree, but in nothing
olse.

Atheism, not so much in its intellectual
and emotional forms, but in its ethical form
of dispensing with God in the life, is a wide-
gpread and threatening danger in the world
of our day. Men are not likely to announce
themselves atheists ag the result of a process
of reasoning, but millions of them in the
world and not a few in the church are living
atheistic lives ; living as they would live if
they knew God to be non-existent. The
church must not repeat the mistake of teach-
ing that faith 1s the dogmatic acceptance of
Christ on grounds of intellectual testimony,
and that unbelief per consequence is the dog-
matic rejection of him as metapbysically
explained in the creeds. Faith must not be
emptied of its ecthical content. Taith is
gpiritually the life of Ged in the soul of man,
and ethically the lifo of God in tho life of
man. If not thig it is atheism in effect and
fruit, — Christian Oracle.

Lifo is the time for doing. The world is a
great workshop in which there is no room
for drones. God himself worketh as the
groat Master Builder. All creatures fulfit
their neediul functions, from the angei that
bymns Qod’s praises to the wasp that burius
« corpse.—ZFz.

BEECHER'S LESSON IN SELF-
RELIANCE.

——

Henry Ward Beecher used to tell this
story of tho way in which his teachor of
mathematics laught him to dopend upon
himself :

« | was aent to the blackboard, and went
uncertain, full of whimpering.

«¢'Phat lesson must be learned,” said my
teacher, in a very quiot tone, but with a
terrible intensity. All explanations and
oxcuses he trod under foot with utter scorn-
fulpess. I want that problem; I dow’t
want any reason why you haven’t it,> he
would say.

¢« 1 did study two hours.’

“ ¢That’s nothing to me; I waut tho les-
gon. You need not study at all, or you may
study ten hours, just to suit yourself. 1
want the lesson.

«“It was rough for a green boy; bub it
soasoned me. In less than a month I had

‘the most intonse of intellectual indepondence

and courage to defend recitations.
«QOno day his cold, calm voico fell upon
me in the midst of a demonstration. ¢No.
¢« hesitated, and then went back to the
beginning, and on reaching the samo point
again, ¢ Nol’ uttered in a tone of conviction,

barred my progress.
«¢Phe next’—and I sat down in red

confusion.

« [To, too, was stopped with ‘Nol’ but
went right on, finishing, and, as he sat down,
was vowarded with ¢ Vory well.’ ) )

¢« <Why," whimpered I, ‘I recited it just
as he did, and you said No!’

¢ Why didn’t you say ¢ Yes!’ and stick to
it ? It is not onough to know your lesson ;
you must know that you know it. You
have learned nothing until you are sure, If
all the world says ¢ No,’ your business ig to
say ¢ Yes,” and prove it.”—LRam’s Horn,

SINKING 4 SHIP 10 SAVE IT,

A shipowner in New York, in conversation
with a friend who had recently onjoyed a
voyago on one of his vessels, surprised him
by telling himn that the fineship whose praises
he was uttering had once been under water,
Some seven years ago tho ship was at her
dock in the Iast River waiting to have a
quantity of ballast taken out of her hold
before taking in cargo. Early one morning
smoko was secn issuing from the hatchways,
and an examination showed that in some un-
explained way & fire had started and had just
reached a compartment in which a quantity
of hay was stored. The hay caught fire
quickly, and the flames shot up to a groat
height. The river fire department wa3
quickly on the scene and deluged the ship
with water. Tho scuttles wore opened, too,
and in a short time the ship went to the
bottom. The ownersand the fire department
sgreed that the best hope of saving her was
to sink her. She was not badly injured,
and tho work of raising hor was at onco
begun. 1n a few wecks sho was again afloat,
thoroughly repaired and nowly painted. She

had proved a staunch vessel, and haad sinco
dono good service. Ordirarily no greater
calamity can happen to a ship than to be
sunk, but in this ense it preserved her for
future usefulness. If the owuners had re-
fused to have sunk her the fire would pro-
bably have consumed her. It is so with
some lives. When the fires of avarice and
lust and passion are consuming tho soul,
there is nothing that can save it but some
greab calamity that submerges it, from which
by Christ’s power it rises regenorated.

“ Whosoover shall scok to save his life
shall lose it, and whosoever shall lose his life
shall presorve it.” (Luke xvii, 33).—Tke
Christian Herald.

To do what we ought i8 an altogother
higher, diviner, more potent, more creative
thing than to writoe the grandest poem, paint
the most beautiful picture, carve the migat-
iest statute, or dream out the mcst enchant-
ing commotion of melody and harmony.,

Christ built no church, wrote no vonk,
left no money, erected no monument; yet
show me ten square miles anywhere on earth
without Christianity where the life of man
and the purity of women are respected and I
will give up Christianity.— Prof. Drummond.
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MRS. PETER CHING, Little Harbour, P. E. I. of
Lots 46 and 47,

MRS. 0. M. PACKARD, 353 West 57th Street, N.Y

JAS, W. KENNEDY, Southport, P. K. I.

MAJOR LINKLETTER, Summerside, P, }. I.

ROBT. DEWAR, New Perth, P. E, 1.

J. F. BAKER, Nerth Iiake, 2. E. 1,

PETER A. DEWAR, Montague, P. E. I,

GEORGLE BOWERS, Westport, N, S,

D. F. LAMBERT, Lord’s Cove, Deer Island, N. B.

JOHN W, WATLLACE, Shubenacadie,

ISRAEL C. CUSHING, Kempt, N. 8.

W. J. MESSERVEY, Malifax, N. S.

STEPHEN WAGNOR, Riverdalo, Digby Co.

GRACE WILSON, Burtt’s Corner, York Co., N. B.

W, R. WENTWORTH, J.eTote, N. B,

W. T. JELLEY, St. Thomas, Ont.

More names will be added as they are appointed
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