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—Send for free parcels of the PRESBYTERIAN
Recorp and the Children’s Record, for free
distribution.

~This number is our last issue for the year.
Thanks to all whe, by their helpfulnessand their
curtesy in correspondence, have made so pleas-
 anbthe work of serving the Church in the man-
“sgement of the REcorp. Thanks, too, for the
aany kind words of encouragement and appre-
dation that have been given. -

—~The readers of the RECORD all though the
Cherch are under obligation to those in their
Jongregations who give freely so much care and
sork in its distribution. They should try to
aske that work as light as possible, by prompt
subseription and payment in advance.

—Please send orders for the New Year for
teth RECORDS, as early us possible.

—Ifno word is received to the contrary, it will
beassumed that the cld order is continued.

~Will congregation$ that have not done so,
pease try for a year the plan of putting a copy
e every family. Most of those that have done
wolike it well.

~The Children's Record, with its missionary
ldters, bringing car young people into closer
touch with our missions, should be in every house
inour Church. If there is no Sabbath school in
Winter, it is needed all the more. If young
ople prefer more fancy, flashy, papers, remem-
berthat instead of allowing them to select and
rad whatever they may prefer, thus fostering
tstesand tendencies that may be hurtful, it is
the duty of parents and teachers to train these
lstes along better lines,

. “God be with you,
'Till we meet again.”

THE “DEATH OF THE OLD YEAR.”

ﬁ?{OW lightly we talk of it, as if some passing
©¥ acquaintance, whose usefulness was ended,
was merely making way for another and better
helper.

‘We forget: that the “ Death of the old year,” is
the death of a part of ourselves. It is theending
of a large section of our life, just as really as is
our final farewell. “ What is your life? It is
even as a vapor, that appeareth for a little and
then vanisheth away,” and the passing of a year
is but the passing of a part of that vapor. Life
is a period of opportunity. Death is the final
farewell to the last of such opportunity, and the
‘“death of the old year” it but the farewell to a
considerable part of it. Wedie, not ** by inches,”
but by days, and weeks, and years; and the
special attention that we may give to the old
year atv parting, is in a sense our own funeral
service.

We would not care to have too much of gaiety
or foily over the final ending of opportunity, and
we may learn from this that there should not be
excess of it over life’s partial ending. Better to
use the occasion for soberly reviewing the past,
and from its errors learning wisdom for the days
to come.

1. One thing which we see in such review is
that the work of the year cannot be undone,
Whether good or ill, whether affecting ourselves
or others, that work is beyond recall. Like a
boat drifting from one, out upon the tide farther
and farther away, as he stands helpless on the
shore, the words and deeds of the year have gone
beyond our grasp. Could we offer worlds to have
those words unspoken and those deeds undone.
we would offer them in vain.

2. The opportunities of the year are gone nevex
to return. What “ might have been,” cannot be,
Opportunities of making our own peace with
God through Christ, of giving a word of guidance,
of warning, or of cheer, of lending a helping hand
to some weak or erring one, per.ans of leading
some one to life immortal, these have come, and,
whether improved or not, have gone, to come
no more.
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3. For these words and deeds, the use or mis- I

use of these opportunities, we must give an
account. .

Important as it seemed to be that the Chustian
world should pray for life for the late Etnperor,
it is of far greater importance that carnest

Let our funeral service, over the part of life | prayer should be offered that his successor may

which has gone with the ** deathof the old year”
be an earnest turning from the faults and follies
and sins of the past to a better use of w.at
remains. Thus will we lessen the regrets of life's
ending, and leave the world the Letter of our
having lived in it, and through the merits of
Christ’s atuning death, and the Holy Spirit's
guidance and help, we may attain, though
unworthy, to that blessed life where neither
years nor death are known.

Oldand A few days since all Europe was
New Czar. pending anxiously over the sickbed
of the late Czar of Russia. Forgetting for the
timne the cruel wrongs suffered by so many o< hi-
subjects for their political and religious opinions,
men thought of him only as the conservator of
the peace of Europe and of the world, feared
what might follow if that strong band should
relax its grasp, and longed and prayed for his
recovery. He is gone. His son reigns in his
stead, and has publicly declared his purpose of
following the peaceful foreign policy of his
father. Better still, the indications are that a
new era of liberty has dawned for Russia herself.
The Jate Emperor had seen his father murdered
by Nihilists ; he lived in constant dread lest he
should meet a similar fate ; and no wonder if he
were harsh and unsparing in his efforts to crush
out their plots. At the same time his narrow,
intense, devotedness to the Greek Church led to
intolerance of all dissent, which so sadly marred
his reign.

Both in politics and religion the new ruler has
broader sympathies. His mother being a sister
of the Princess of Wales, he is closely allied with
the English Royal family, has been with them
not a little, and has imbibed miuch of the West-
ern spirit of freedom. Before coming to the
throne, it is said that he had declared to his
father his abhorence of the persccution of the
Jews, and since his accession some of his few
official acts have bLeen those of clemency. He
ordered that during the funeral ceremonies of
his father the persecution of students suspected
of Nihilistic tendencies should cease, and coun-
termanded an order given by some of his minis-
ters that the Poles should take the oath of al-
legiance anew in the Russian tongue.

There is no one living upon whose word the
weal or woe of somany depends. At that word
the nameless horrors of Siberian political exile
would cease, the cruel persecution of Jews and
Stundists would end, and the dark night of gloom
and dread which has so long rested like a night-
mare upon Russia would gradually give place to
the light and liberty of a free people.

be given wisdom and strength to Jischarge the
duties of his bigh office. Already it sceins s it
God had answered the real wish of the woild for
the life of the late Emperor by denying its letter
and setting a more liberal ruler upon Russias
throne.

Kings may come and go, dynasties and natiuns
rise and fall, but God reigns, and no change m
the affairs of men will be permitted to thwart
His all wise plans.

Woman’s ‘“ At the starting point of
Influence. nearly every minister's life
stands a Christian mother. Dr, Potts re.

quested all of the students in Princeton Theo
logical Seminary who had pmyinﬁl mothers to
rise up, and in an instant nearly the whole one
hundred and fiity were on their feet. There they
stood, & living witness of the power of a mothers
prayers and a mother’s shaping influence and
example.”

“It isscarcely a figure of speech to say that
‘woman is.the corner-stone of heathenism.’
Notwithstanding their degradation, heathen
mothers have immense power over their sons

The fear of a mother's curse prevents many:c
Chinaman from listening to the claims of the
Gospel. An intelligent Hindu exclaims: “It is
the women who maintain the system of Hindo:
ism.” Christ and His Gospel are the only Jevers
that have raised the nations. But in Tall the
Orient only a woman's hand can adjust these
levers to the corner-stone.”

These two items, from different pages of the
Philadelphia Presbyterian, both teach the truth
of the old proverb—‘¢The hand that rocks the
cradle rules the world.” What a call to the
women of Christian lands togive to their heathen
sisters that Gospel which will lead them tc bring
up their children for Christ, and in this way give
Him the heathen for His inheritance.

To Those A gentleman whose experience
Whe Tithe. in tithing was published iz
a previous issue said, in forwarding it; “I
have hesitated sending the above, as giving
experience savors of egotism, but if others
can be stimulated to good works, and God can
be glorified thereby, it is sufficient reason.” To
all who ave hesitating for the same reason, we
would commend the closing sentence of the
above statement. There is no commendation of
Christianity like the experience of those who
have tried it, and the same is true of any part of
the Christian life, whether it be giving, trusting,
praying, working, or any other part. If yoo
have tried tithing and found it good, do not
witbhold from others the knowledge of the good. |
There is no publicity. Kindly send your experi- |
ence in the matter, how you were led to adoptit, |
and how you like it. ;
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Cruelties  'Word has come of atrocities 'per.
fm Ammenia. petrated by the Turkish troops
apon the Christians of Armenia, which if true
have rarely been equalled in barbarity; being as
bad &8, or wor-e than, the Bulgar an massacres of
twenty years ago. It is one of the anomalies of
history that the * Unspeakable Turk” should
receive the support of Chri-tian nations, without
which his power would long since have ceased.

In so far as reports can be ohtained, it appears
that during a plundering raid which the Xurds
made in Armenia, two of them were killed.
Their companions carried their dead bodies to
Moush, and complained to the Turkish author-
ities that the Armenians had overrun their land
and were plundering and killing on all sides.
This gave an excuse for marching troops against
them, which was only too cagerly embraced, and
the work of butchery of nen women and child-
ren did not cease until some twenty-five or thirty
vilages were destroyed, and fiom six to ten
thousand people were slain. Stories are told of
women, by hundreds, in one case two hundred,
in another, four hundred, pleading for marey only
receiving for answer the most shameful abuse,
and afterwards bein,; hacked to pieces with
swords and bayonets. Babes and their mothers
were impaled on the same weapon. Some of the
soldiers admitted having slain as many a8 one
bundred each. The result, so far as Turkey and
her relation to the powers is concerned is hard
to foresee, but it is probable the end is not yet.

Thanksgiving Has come and gone. What is

Day. its use? It 1s not merely that
we may rest and feast and make merry. It is
not merely that we may give expression to our
thankfulness to the Giver of all good. "Twere a
poorgratitude that could express itself in one day
for the goodness of the year. It is not merely
that we may for a day share our comforts and
plenty with others ; that would be a feeble way
in which to show our gratitude for the bounties
of three hundred and sixty-five days. While all
these may have more or less a place, its special
use should be to make a survey of God's goodness
and see how much we owe Him, in order that
we may go forth and pay that debt to Him
through His poor as we have opportunity. The
day's review, showing us what we owe, should
give the keynote to the year before us. Have we

good health, let the survey of the thanksgiving
time make us more thoughtful for the sick
during the coming year. lave we food in
plenty, let it lead us to be more active during
the year in feeding the bungry. Are we
dad in comfort, we should g» forth from
thanksgiving to do more for the like com-
fort of others. Have we happy homes, we
should show more care for the homeless.
Have we the Gospel and do we contrast our
present good and future hopes with the gloom of
those who have it not, if, should lead us to greater
z¢a] in seeking to give them the same good. This
{s the true use of a Thanksgiving time.

Romecand The centres of conflict between
Freedom. Rome and freedom, in Canada, are
at present, Montre:.. and Winxipeg.

In Montreal, in the suit of the Canada Revue
against Archbishop Fabre, the judge has decided
in favor of the latter, and the former bhas
appealed to the Privy Council. It should
succeed; because if the Revue has published
what is false, or fliegal, it should be prosecuted,
and the law is open to the Archbishop. If it has
not done 50, no man should have the power to-
ruin the business of another by a word, witk
liberty to use that power. It is not freedom.

In Manitoba, where the Catholics have been
persistently agitating against the Public Schools
System, the Government has given its finsl
decision, declining to establish separate schools,
and the Catholics have appealed to the Privy
Council. They should not succeed, for thisreason,
viz., that the Government are not declining to do
Justice to the Catholics, but are simply declining
to give them preference above all other denomin-
ations, by establishing separate schools a$
Government expense, for their special benefit.

Deathof  On the evening of 16th of Nov.,
Dr. McCosh. Rev, James McCesh, D.D., LL.D.,
died at Princeton, New Jersey, in the 84th year
of his age. He was born at Carskeoch, Ayrshire,
Scotland, April 18th., studied at Glasgow and
Edinburgh, became minister of Arbroath in 1835,
of Brechin in 1839, and Professor of Logic and
Metaphysics in Queen’s College, Belfast, in 1851,
He was chosen to the Presidency of Princeton
College, New Jersey, in 1868, and resigned it in
1887 at the age of seventy-six. Endowed with
rare gifts he used them well. In his death one
of the world’s great thinkers has gone, and pro-
minent among the brilliant names associated
with the College and Seminary at Princeton,
will remain that of James McCosh.

Death of No sooner has news come of Dr.
Dr. Skedd. McCosh’s death, than there follows
that of Prof. Shedd, late of Union Seminary,
New York. He was born in 1820, became profes-
sor of Biblical literature in Union Seminary in
1863, and of Systematic Theology in the same
institution in 1874, At his resignation, he was
made Prof. Emeritus, but this, too, he resigned
when Union endorsed Dr. Briggs. He was a
pillar of the conservative school, one of the
formost thinkers and writers on Theological
subjects in the past generation.

Pecloubets On tbe S. S. Lessons, for 1895, has

Notes Leen received. To those who know
this valuable lesson help, it needs no com.
mendation. Others who try it for the first time
will not be disarpointed. Wilde & Co., Boston,
Price $1.25.
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has been previously addressed.

Moody in Mr. Moody has been conducting a

Toronto. series of evangelistic meetings in
Toronto with all his old-time power. It is not
the power of oratory, for oratory there is none,
save vhat which Hon. Joseph Howe defined as
“spenking the truth and feeling it.” Itisnot the
power of logical reasoning, profound thought, or
brilliant imagery. A plain man, often blunt and
abrupt, speaks in a simple, sometimes ungram-
matical, matter of fact, way; and yet crowdel
audiences hang unwearied, night after night, on
every word he speaks, and many are awakened
from sin to a new and better life. Moody's *“ old-
time power " is no human power. Itisthe power
of God and it does not wane with age. Where
that power works there is no *“dead line of fifty.’
He preaches the great outstanding truths of the
‘Word of God, and relies upon the Spirit of God
to make that Word effectual, and he is not dis-
appointed. Both the Word and the Spirit honor
all the drafts that are made upon them. What
alesson in these two facts for all who seek to
win men for Christ.

Francein France seems detcrmined to push
Madagascar. her unrighteous claims in Mada-
gascar. Her government has voted a large sum
for the purpose. The poor Hovas, tired of yield-
ing little by little, as they have before done, to
her aggressions, and finding that such yielding
but paves the way to further demands, have
determined to resist to the bitter end, and are
preaching a holy war. [he most touching pages
of hlstory are those that tell of patriotic peoples
fighting bravely-to the death, for home and
country, against the greed and rapacity of
stronger powers, and it seems that the writing
of such pages is not yet done. The Church of
Christ bas a deep interest in the struggle. Pro-
testant Missions have achieved in Madagascar
one of their greatest triumphs. The fires of
persecution have burned long and flercely. It is
& martyr church. The victory of France will
mean in a large measure the supremacy of Rorae
and the loss of religious libert;.

Dr. A “kent” and honored name at
Parkhbuarst. present is that of this plain Pres-
byterian minister in New York city. Two years
ago he became convinced, by ample proof, after
careful search, that the whole municipal system
of New York was unutterably corrupt, that the
official staff, from the mayor and police court
judges down to the rank and file of the guard-
ians of the peace, was one vast black-mailing
organization, fostering crime of every sort, and
extorting large bribes thercfor, and making even

innocent men and women pay for leave to carry
on their lawful callings. Did a victim complain,
redress was impossible, and the very attempt
only brought upon him (or her) the vengeance
of the powers. .

Dr. Parkhurst opened the campaign by a
sezmmon in which he denounced the wrongs and
wrong-doers in the most scathing terms, and
this was but the beginning of a crusade that
never flagged. Some friends disapproved of his
course, others were indifferent, while of his
enemies, some were angry and some laughed
him to scorn. Almost single handed he went
forward. He had to bear coldness, indifference,
abuse, calumny, threats, and danger even to life,
but he never faltered. At length his persistent
work in pulpit and piess, and in other ways,
began to tell. A committee of inquiry was ap-
pointed by the Governmenxt of the State. Darker
and darker were the depths which its scarch-
light revealed, until a long-suffering, ease-loving,
party-serving people, arose indignantly, and at
the elections a few days since, swept the evil
brood from power. The victory was a grand one,
and to Dr. Parkhurst, under God, is the honor
chiefly duc.

A phase of modern civic life has in this case
been revealed which other cities are beginning
to find is not limited to one, which shows the
need there is for the faithful preaching and
teaching of righteousness, and for the faithful
use by the people of the ballot with which God
has entrusted them. A lesson that should be
learned from it, by the constituents of every
village, town, municipality, district, county, or
nation, that has representative Government, is,
the responsibility of the voter for the character
of that Government, and his duty to watch
closely those to whom, by his ballot, he entrusts
the management of its public affairs, and to per-
mit none but clean, true men, to rule,

TAKE TIME FOR THE BIBLE.

As we drift along the swift, relentless current
of time toward the end of life; as days and
weeks and months and years follow each other
in breathless haste, and we reflect now and then
for a moment that, at any rate for us, much of
this earthly career has passed irrevocably ; what
are the interests, thoughts, aye, the books, which
really command our attention? What do we
read and leave unread? What ¢ime do we give
to the Bible? No other book, let us be surcof it,
can equally avail to prepare us for that which
lies before us; for the unknown anxicties and
sorrows which are sooner or later the portion of
most men and women ¢ for the gradual approach
of death ; for the period, be it Jong, or short, of
waiting and preparation for the throne and the
face of the Eternal Judge. Looking back from
that world, how shall we desire to have made
the most of our best guide toit! How shallwe
grudge the hours we have wasted on any—
they thoughts, or books, or teachers—whichonly
belong to the things of time 1—Canon Liddon.
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TITHING EXPERIENCES. ilL

N response to our published request a lady
sends the following touching note ¢ * Notice-
ing in the REcorn a short time since your re
quest for the experieuce of those who practice
tithing, I have felt that I would like to give you
what might be considered my sister’s dying testi-
mony, as it was written about a month before
she left us, and by it she ‘being dead yet ex
isteth.) Near the close of the year I find written
in her little account book of ‘Tenth Money’:
‘Mother says nothing would be an inducement
to her to give up the practice of tithing. I agree
fully with her.” This was after an experience of
at least three years.

“With regard to myself, for some years past 1
have had no income, but for the last few years I
have tithed all gifis of money, usually giving it
at the time for some sy -zial object, while for re-
gular contributions I have been in the habit of
denying myself scmething which I could do
without, and have had much pleasure in so
doing.

“My nephew, since he began earning for him-
self fqur years and a half ago, has habitually set
aside one-tenth, which he speaks of as his ‘mis-
sion money,” and often finds that not sufficiant
and adds to it. He intends always to practice
this habit.

“While visiting at the house of a friend about
six years ago I was pleased to find that from the
time of his conversion he had practiced tithing,
and I often heard him speaking enthusiastically
of the pleasure to be derived from it.

“Hoping these facts may prove useful, I am
yours sincerely.”

REWARDS OF PAYING WEHAT WE
OWE TO GOD.

A pentleman in the United States, who has
given much attention to Christian Giving, and
bas gathered from thousands. during the past
dozen years, statements as to their experience,
bas published these testimonies, and his name
and work are 2 guarantee of their genuineness.

To oneaspect of the subject, the ¢ Reward™ of
Christian Giving, we would call attention. This
reward shouid not be a chief motive. Were it
made such, it would defeat its own object, for in
that case it would be merely a speculative invest-
ment, having this particular feature, that it
would be an unusually bold attempt to take ad-
vantage of God, as did Simon the Sorcerer. But
when God in Hisown word speaks of the reward
of dealing justly by Him, it should receive care-
ful consideration.

The guarantee of this Reward is two-fold,-
Divine Promise, and Human Experience; the
former fromi & God of Truth, the latter, so far as
it can be gathered, from truthful men.

1. DIVINE PROMISES FOR PAYING WHAT WE
OWE TO GOD.

* Blessed is he that considereth the poor; the
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. The
Lord will preserve hin; and keep him alive ; and
he shall be blessed upon the earth; and thou
wilt not deliver him untothe will of Fis enemies,
The Lord will strengthen him on the bed of lun-
guishing ; thou wilt make h 8 bed in his sick-
ness.”—Ps. 41, 1.

* Trust in the Lord and do good, so shalt thouw
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.”
—Ps. 37, 3.

‘“ Honor the Lord with thy substance and with
the first fruits of all thine increase, so shall thy
bars be filled with plenty and thy presses shall,
burst out with new wine.”— Prov. 3, 6.

* There is that scattereth and yet increaseth ;
there ix that withholdeth more than is meet, buy
it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be
mode fat, and he that watereth shall be watered
also himself."—Prov. 19, 17.

¢ And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry,
and satisfy the afllicted soul, then shall thy light
rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the
noon-day ; and the Lord shall guide thee con-
tinually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and
make fat thy bones ; and thou shalt be like a
watered garden, and like a spring of water whose
waters fail not.”—Is, 58, 10.

‘ Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse,
that they may be meat in mine house ; and prove
me now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I
will not open you the windows of heaven and
pour you out & blessing that there shall not be
room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke
the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not
destroy the fruit of your ground, neither shall
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the
field, saith the Lord of Hosts."—Mal. 3, 10.

“Give and it shall be given unto you ; good
measure, pressed down, shaken together and
running over shall men give into your bosom.
For with the same measure you mete withal it
shall be measured to you again,”—Luke 6, 38,

“ 1 have showed you all things, how that so
laboring ye ought to support the weak, and to
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he
said, ¢ It is more blessed to give than toreceive.”’
—Acts 20, 35.

* Every man as he purposeth in his heart, so let
him give ; not grudgingly or of necessity ; for
God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able ta
make all grace (the word ‘grace’ he refers vo
temporal blessing) abound toward you ; that ye,
always having all sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work.”—II Cor. 9, 7.
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HUMAN EXPERIENCES OF PAYING TITHES
TO GOD. .

The following are but a few from thousands of
similar testimonies, that have been rgceived by
the gentleman above referred to :

¢ A firm of two brothers (Quakers) have been
surprised by the effect of applying the tithe to
their income.’

‘1 have tried the tithing plan for over a year,
during which time I ‘got ahead’ more than I
had the three previous year of my ministry.”

¢ I commenced the practice when in a condi-
tion of deep flnancial embarrassment, and the
way brightens in that direction every step I
take.” :

¢“Ihad a young man in my church the first
year I came here who tithed his income, and
has been greatly blessed in it. He is getting
rich.”

*“ I have been personally acquainted with but
two men who made it a rule to give unto the Lord
the tenth of their increase, and they prospered
exceedingly.”

*“One of our members naving decided on giv-
ing & tenth increased his subscription from $10
to $40. He says he never enjoyed prosperity as
during the last {wo years,”

“ One brother in my charge made a written
contract that he would give the Lord one-tenth
of his annual income. He was poor then; he
now gives hundreds of dollars annually.”

“I know two families who testify to their
much greater gratification in giving on this plan,
having more to give and being blessed in their
temporal affairs since adopting it.”

““ My father lived by that rule and prospered.’

I have for eight years, since leaving the semina-
ry, and have prospered ; the wealthiest man in
my church and community has lived by it.”

“ During a recent pastorate in Baltimore city,
I was struck with the fact that the one.business
man in my church not seriously affected by the
hard times was the solitary individual who gave
proportionately.”

““ About three years ago I read your tract on
¢ Christian giving—No. 2," and since that time I
have been paying a tenth of my salary to the
Lord. Inever was so blessed both temporally
and spiritually as I have been during that time.

¢ I have an uncle who, until he decided to give
systematically one tenth of his income, was in
straitened circumstances. For several years of
late, giving as above, he has been greatly pros-
pered spiritually and especially financially. e
is now quite independent.”

¢ Mr. told me that the day of his conver-
sion he commenced giving one-tenth to the cause

cf God, and during the following oleven years Iy
gave more than he was worth when converteq,
and God prospered him so that he was wort),
after eleven years of giving ten times more thy,
before.”

I began the tithing system when a freshman
at Oberlin twelve years ago. I was poor, work.
ing my own way, and 1 found it a constant bur-
den to decide what I ought to give, and a con.
stant temptation to scrimp my beneficence. |
decided that so long as I could, in justice to my
creditors, I would lay aside a tenth for the Lond,
From that day it has been a delight to give.”

‘¢ More than twelve years ago my wife and I
determined to pay to the Lord one-tenth of our
income. We began when our salary was very
small, yet we were always able to restore to God
his own. We have been blessed both temporally
and® spiritually. Payiug has been a means of

grace equal to pm{:ng or any other form of wor
ship. %Ve began because we saw it was duty,
and we continue it for the same reason, and one
more; the Divine blessing flows more freely
through this channel than any other in our ex-
perience.”

“Iwas personally acquainted with a prominent
member of the Congregational Church of New
York. For many years he had given one-tenth
of his income to the Lord and has been uniform-
ly prosperous in his business. He is dertainly
the happiest and most devoted and spiritually-
minded Christian I have ever known. During
the years of ‘hard times,” when many business
firms were suffering, his business was as pros-
perous asever. I have heard him repeatedly
express his belief that his practice of propor
tionate giving was the secret of his success in
business.”

‘* In a former charge after preaching upon the
subject of proportionate giving, I had ¢ iong talk
with a member of my church who was then
clerking in a store, receiving a very moderate
salary and having a wife and three children to
support. A few days after cur conversation he
said to me, ‘I have concluded to give the One
Tenth.” Six months after this he said tome: ‘I
have never been able to save as much money in
the same space of time as I have during the past
six months, or since I adopted the One-Tenth.
This occurred about four years ago. He is now
carrying on, in his own name, a very prosperous
business.”

““ You ask for facts in regard to proportionate
giving. Ihave orly lately adopted the plan. It
is wonderful how God blesses me in it. 1 have
Jjust learned from one of our young business men
that he has been given one-tenth for some time,
and finds that has been wonderfully prospered.
He says it pays not 100 per cent. but 1,000. Heis

working for a salary and finds hundreds in the
Lord's treasury, which he takes great pleasure
in distributing to hume and foreign missions and
tve support of the Gospel at home. Lately this
young man and his wife have taken twoorphans
in Japaz to sugport. He is our most liberal giver
to church and Sunday school work.”
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Our Home Rlissions,

Augastine  The Session was formally opened

Oollege, ZEX. on the evening of Wednesday, 7th
Nov. The induction of Rev. D. M. Gordon, who
also gave the opening lecture, gave unusual
interest to the occasion. There are forty-five
students in attendance, mwore than in any
previous year.

queen’s The Theological departmeat of
opening. Queen’s University was opened on
the evening of Nov. 2, by a lecture from Rev. Dr.
Watson. The total number of freshmen regis-
tered in Queen’s for the present session are 94 in
Arts : 35 in Medicine ; 15 in Theology ; 5 in Prac,,
tical Science ; and 20 extra mural.

¥Masham I3 hap-y in its new church, opened
1tk Sept. For twenty-three years services have
been held in a small building, which in course of
time became not only too small for the growing
membership, but altogether unfit for use, With
| earnest work at home and kindly help from
atroad, they have succeeded beyond expectation,
and the pastor, Rev. Mr. St. Germain, and his
thankful people, rejoiced on the day of opening
inacburch within forty dollars of complete free-
dom from debt.

Mormons in A year ago the Home Mission
the N. W,  Committee appointed Mr, A. Mc-
Kenzie, missionary to the Mormons, at St. Mary's
B and Lees Creek, Calgarry Pres., as well as to the
other settlers in these places. He has succeeded
inawakening a marked interest in those Chris-
B tian fawnilies so long neglected. Churchesare to
be erected shortly at St. Mary's and Boundary
Creek, Although the Mormons are slow in
tandoning their religious beliefs, they have not
B oanifested any decided unfriendliness to our
Jg uission. The missionary hag so far been kindly
i eated.  The constant stream of immigration
R (om Utah is rapidly filling up the country, which
promises soon to become one of the most prosper-
fous settlements in Alberta.—Quarterly Leaflet.

S Pincher Mr, Grant has been the missionary

g (reek.  here for upwards of 5 years. The ficld
@i 0 miles in length and 30 in breadth, with
Pincher Creek village as its chicf point. Raising
attle or horses and mixed farming are the prin-
tijal occupations. Mr. Grant ministers to Sl
‘amilies, scattered over this wide area. A hand-

ome church was’erected in the village last year,
fosting $2,300.  The building is commodious,

amble of seating 180 persons. It is all paid up
Dt $500, Owing to its vast extent, this field
fovalves a great deal of travelling., A journey
itwo days is sometimes required to reach one
juishioner. This district on the west, is-adja-

t{(tothe first range of the Rockies.—Quarteriy
aflet.

The Synod ef Met in Knox Ch., Winnipeg, on
Manitoba, &e, the evening of Tuesday, 13 Nov.
Rev. P. Wright, retiring Moderator, preached
from that most fitting text for the opening of a
church court, the parting words of Christ, * But
ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jeruselem and Judea and in Samaria
and unto the uttermost parts of the earth.”

There were present about fifty ministers and
about half that number of elders, and after roll
call, Rev.J. A. Carmichael of Brandon wes chosen
Moderator for the current year. Wednesdayand
Thursday were devoted to business, while the
evening sessionswereof & more popular character.

Amorg the matters considered were, the ques-
tion of equalizing the expenses of members in
attending Synod, the Summer session of Mani-
toba College, the legal tenure of church property
within the bounds, Home Missions, Augumenta-
tion, Sabbath Observance, Systematic Benefi-
cence, Church and Manse Building Fund, Statis-
tics, State of Religion, &ec.

Wednesday evening was devoted to Home
Missions, Augumentation, and Sabbath Observ-
ance, and Thursday evening to Foreign Missions
and Manitoba College.

In the Synod since the last readjustmeut there
are nine presbyteries, -— Superior, Winnipeg,
Rock Lake, Glenboro, Portage la Prairie, Bran-
don, Minnedosa, Melita, and Regina. There are
41 sclf-sustaining congregations, 19 others receiv-
ing aid from the Augumentation Fund, 111 Mis-
sions, many of them comprising several stations,
and 11 Indian Missions. ¥rom this it will be
seen that Home Missions, and matters more or
less directly connected, was the subject of chief
interest before the Synod.  All these fields were
supplied during summer, but many of them are
vacant during the present winter for lack of men.

During the past year, west of Lake Superion,
our home missionaries preached the Gospel in
ten different languages, and our torei%n mission-
aries, in four. The total gain in the Synod
during the year is nine missions and 827 families,

Owing to drought in some places and floods in
others, the Synodsof Manitobaand the Territories
and of B C., have not been able to do as much
for the Home Mission Fund as they would other-
wise have done. Dr, Robertson told of one place
where homes were swept away, and 14 families
lived for a time in the church. Many raised no

crops.

V{lith all that is being done to overtake work in
the North-West, Dr. Robertson told the Synod
that there are 3,000 whites without pastoral over-
sight; spoke of a district where for 250 miles
there is .,not a Protestant missionary. Mr.
Ror:hester, in telling of his work at Prince Albert,
spoke of a field eight miles by one hundred,
worked by cne missionury ~nd two students.
The harvest is great, the reapers few.

‘With rezard to school matters in Manitoba
and the Territories, the Synod, on motion of
Rev. Principal King, affirmed its * satisfaction
with the unsectarian school system instituted
by the Government of Manitoba,” and deprecated
‘“any change which would forbid the use of the
3 -~iptures at the opening or closing of the schools
i o the trustees 8o desira.”

)
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Augmentation As an illustration cf the value
Benefits. of the Augmentation Fund, not
only in helping to maintain religious services,
where otherwise it would not be done, but in
nursing weaker and more scattered congre-
gations into sell-support, note the following :

“Since the Augmentation scheme was started
in the West, in 1883, there have been in all, 345
-congregations on the augmented list. Of these
155 have durug that time become sclf-support-
ing. An average of 14 reach the line of self-sup-
port each year, and an equal number are
advanced from the status of mission stations
and placed on the list of augmented charges with
regular pastoral care.  There are at present 152
congregations receiving aid from the Augment-
ation Fund. That this aid does not tend to
pauperize is proved by the fact that‘in aug-
mented charges the average contribution per
communicant for ministerial support last year
was $7.02, while in the whole Church the aver-
age for the same object was $4.64.”

In the East the same good work has been done;
mission stations grouped into charges and these
nursed into sclf support, though the process is
slower because the country is more settled than
in much of the fast-growing West.

Augmentation A statement by Rev. D. J.

Nceds, West.  Macdonnell contairs the fol
lowing. “The wide field covered by the oper-
ations of this scheme, extending from the Pres-
bytery of Quebec to the Pacific, and including
many Roman Catholic communities in the cast.
and many new aud sparsely settled districts in
the west, makes the appeal! for support all the
more emphatic. This Fund is indeed the very
life of Protestantism in many localities in Que-
bec, where if this aid were not granted or were
now withdrawn, the light of Protestantism
would be speedily extinguished.

The outlook for the Augmentation Scheme is
not discouraging. The Presbyterian Church in
Canada is not disloyal to her trust, and will not
abandon her own children because they are in
need. The Church is Presbyterian and regards
the weakest member as belonging to the body,
and suffering or loss in the remotest member is
felt to be the suffering or loss of the whole body.
At present there is real need and positive suffer-
ing in some parts of the Church. Enforced
emigration from English Protestant settlements
in Quebec has left some congregations perman-
ently weakened. The failure of the harvest and
the unusual severity of the present depression in
some parts of Manitoba and the Northwest have
placed congregations in those sections in strait-
encd circumstances. And the disastrous losses
by fire and flood in many gistricts in British
Columbia have left the people face to face with
actual want. When these facts are made known
and brought home to Christian peaple more cora-

—

fortably situated, no stronger argument will be
necessary to secure support for the Augment.
ation Fund.

The appeal is made fo all congregations. In
the past the burden has been borne chiefly by
the larger city congregations. Many charges in
the country have given little or nothing to this
Fund. Were each to do its rightful share therg
should be no difficulty in raising $31,000, the
amount estimated for the current year.

¥ome Missions On account of the floods that

West. devastated large portions of
British Columbia at the beginning of the year,
writes Dr. Cochrane, in the name of the Home
JMission Committee (West) very many of the
stations are utterly unable to meet their share
of the missionaries salaries, the families having
lost their all. As for harvests, they have none.
In such circumstances, the Committee have no
other alternative but to make up the deficiency
to the missionaries who have suffered in common
with the people, as far as the funds will permitit.

In the Northwest Territories also, on account
of unexpected failure in crops, in localities hith-
erto prosperous, the people are unable to meet
their obligations, nor, indeed, can much be
expected from them for some time to come.
This, with the great expansion of the work
among the foreign emigrants, as reported las.
year, has laid the Committee under obligations
unusually heavy.

In the estimate made and published immed-
iately after the meeting of the last General
Assembly, the sum of $73,000 was named as the
armount required for Home Missions. At the
recent meeting of the Executive it was found
that the claims for the past six months (April to
September) were $5,000 in advance of what they
were at the same date last year. i is, therefore,
plain that at least $79,000 will be reqaired to
enzble the Committee to close the year free from |
debt.

The British Churches are coming to our help
this year, and from them valuable aid is con
fidently expected ; but, in addition to the sum
coming from this source, strenuous cfforts must
be made by Présbyteries and congregations.
The Committee feel that they have reached s
crisis in their work, and that unless special ~on-
tributions are received from our wealthicr mem
bers, in addition to the regular collections of the
Churches, retrenchment on a large scale mosti
made next year, accompanied by & reduction it
the salaries paid to our self-denying laborers it
the mission ficld. So far the Home Missin
Committee has never once failed to mect its
obligations, Whether it will be able to mar
tain this honorable record next year, depends
very largely upon the Presbyteries, ministers
and missionaries, of our Church, to whom thit
anvezal is made. :
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Algoma. There ave gratifying signs of progress
in some parts of the Algome District. At Lines,
on the west end of St. Joseph’s Island, a beauti-
ful frame chrarch, capable of accommodating 200
persons was recently ccenpleted and dedicated.
At Richard’s Landing, the corner stone of a fine
stone church has been laid, making the fifth
church that tb .eteran missionary, Mr. James
Steele, has b.en instrumental in having built in
Manioulin and St. Joseph's Island’s. Work has
also been begun on a manse, which was much
needed on the Tarbutt field, where Rev. J. K.
McGillivray is ordained missionary.—Cont.

Dr. King on the  Rev. Principal of Winnipeg
N.W. Misvéons. gets but little rest, College
casses in winter, and Theological classes in sum-
mer, and the brief breathing time that he had
this sutumn was devoted to visiting somg of the
mission fislds in Alberta, especially on the River
Saskatchewan. Of part of his trip he writes to
the Canada Presbyterian :

“The whole country up the river to Fort Sas-
katchewan, and down the line of railway within
thirty or forty miles of Calgary, is very rich in
soil, and with its alternating wood and prairie,
itis very beautiful. It is filling up rapidly with
population, and bids fair to be at no distant
period one of the most prosperous districts of the
North-West. At least five or six ordained min-
isters, with about the same number of students
represent the Presbyterian Church’s contribution
to the spiritual care of the district.

Earnest work is most necessary. The popula-
tion, with & considerable element from Wash-
ington and other Western States, being, at some
points, at least, very different from that of Mani-
toba. Very lax notions in regard to Sabbath
shservance obtain among scme of those immi-
grants from south of the line. Hunting, shoot-
ing, and field and other work are not uncommon.
Unless men of strong convictions and carnest
surpose are sent and sustained, there will very
soon be a harvest of irreligion which whole de-
ades of cffort will not cfface.

One cannot visit a few of these newer districts
:mbraced in our wide field of missions without
being impressed with the magnitude and import-
wmee of the work, and of the necessity to its
awcompl’shment of men of strong faith, of reso-
lute will, and of earnest and self-denying spirit.
Tae homes of our people must furnish such men,
ind the colleges must at once stimulate their
levotion and th.eir intelligence, if we are not to
prove false to the interests of our church and of
Jr country.”

“Redeeming the time” means “ Buying the
jpportunity.” This charge is specially urgent in
dnneetion with our Home Miss on work in the
frontier settlements. Now is the opportunity.
It will cost vastly more to reclaim them from
beathenism than to keep them from it.

A PICTURE OF LIFLE IN THE WEST.
THE Maxsg, KeTTLE RIVER, B.C.
Octob r8th, 1894.

ce\'&\EAR Rrcorp,—1Isend you a few lines from
this secluded corner. I bhave not much to
tell of success, but rather the other way.

The thought is continually with me ; how can
I interest this dead valley ?

Last Sabbath day, I was at Boundary Creek,
one of my stations; I travelled all day on Satur-
day over the mountains, calling at the miners’
camps where over 30 men are scattered on their
claims. I made arrangements to hold service
next dayon myreturn,somewhereamongst themn.

Arriving late qn Saturday, I culled on several
of the Boundary folks to let them know of service
on the coming day.

Sabbath came, I went in search of a place to
preach in.

Tried the house where the school is held.

Can I have the school-room for service to-day?
I asked.

No Sir, I have no use forchurch, nor will I have
it in my house. 'What is the use of churches or
ministers any way ? he added.

Tried the public hall next. No use having it
there, no stove, no seats in it, was answer.

Next the only hotel was tried. -‘Iwould rather
not, was the answer, why not go to such and
such place.” Isaid that I had tried every place
and now came to him as forlorn hope.

Nothing now left but to tell the people we must
try the open air, as we did the last time I was
there, cold as it was

At the last minute we got the hotel parlour,
but only six appeared, three of them children.

Outside, were over twenty men watching the
blacksmith shoeing a horse. No Sabbath, or reli-
gion of any kind, laugh when you speak to them of
God ; *“Oh, you mean the Old Man " !! says one.
“1I guess I'll get & good show when time comes,”
says another. “ I say, preacher, whats the use
of you talking such bosh, ther's neither God, nor
a future world for likes of us.”

The saloon keeper told me, “he does not care to
have any one come to his place who runs dowa
his business. Why, it is on Sabbath he has the
best show, and must take it. ‘Last year he was
doing well, when along comes the preacher, and
spoilt his trade for quite a while,” referring to
Mr. McVicar, who was here for two months last
summer. I was glad to hear that testimony,
given with some feeling.

After servigg, off to the mountains. Rain came
on and darkness overtook me. Icould notsecmy
trail, stumbled on for two hours, and at last
struck an empty cabin. It was locked, co nothing
for it but tosit down and wait day-light. Chilled
through and wet, I tried my pocket for a match.
With difficulty gathering & few dry twigs, I set

my solitary half-match to it. Hallo!! halloi!
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who's there; cry two voices from thick bush. I
told who I was. They received me nicely, and
conducted me to the cabin. Half a mile off, there
weze several men expecting me, but I was glad
to tumble into a corner and lie down.

Next morning, they all looked on the preach-
er’s mishap as & good joke, but invited me back.

In the Grand Prairie head-quarters, my wife
takes Sabbath School, making it as like church
as possible: while I am somewbere else. I am
cheered to know she bas a full house.

There is not one who will take a hand at Sab-
School or any kind of christian work. So utterly
indifferent are they, they seem to care for no-
thing, yet they like their children to go to Cb,
and School.

All my other stations are something like
Boundary Creck.

During the week I am working hard as I can
at the church building; for three months I
have been at it all alone; and now it is ‘being
plastered. It is 33 by 22 ft. in size, ceiling 18 ft.
high ; vestry, 13 by 16 it ; alsoa 8 by 8 ft. tower
for porch. The tower itself is over 40 ft. in height.
Nearly every nail was driven by myself, every
stick put through my own hands. I got $150
from Ch. and Manse Board, $5 from a2 young man
in the valley, and $99 from friends in Scotland.
All the funds I received from the field since June
iast year, and balf of my H. M. grant hypothe.
cated to pay the lumber of the building. Two
dollars came from a poor family in Nova Scotia,
and one dollar from two little girls, 6and 9 years,
“half of their saving,” with a touching letter.
Twenty dollars came from my predecessor in
field, with encouraging words.

This is a sample of home mission work out
here. As for going to Presbytery, that is out of
the question. It costs ten days constant tra-
velling, besides expense.

I have no funds to furnish the church. I traded
off & horse for shingles for the vestry, and so
some of the children must walk to school for
some time.

The Chureh will be opened for services in about
3 wecks. I must use chairs, etc. from the manse
wmeantime, also a stove.

I am doing this work in order to create a build-
ing which will be a protest against Sabbath de-
secration. Oh for a Sabbath bell to bring back
their early recollections, for nearly all at some
time or other have been more or less acquainted
with House of God, but have gone back, and stiil
farther back, for lack of ordinantes. Four of the
ranchers are ministers’ sons.

‘We can number around us, 53 children of school
age at Grand Prairie, and there are setilers
around the cnuarch in a 4 miles radius, enough to
fill the church.

I am open for some help in funds oz a stove, or
Ch. furniture. Iwould be very glad to have =
seb of lamps. If some church omt cest has an

old chandelier thrown aside which I fancy ther
may be, send it along.

Next year, if is possible, I will raise a second
church in Boundary Creek in the new townsite
of Midway. .

Sites for a church and Manse has been given
me at that point, but it can’t be done unless ]
have help.

Notwithstanding all the calls, there is money
enough, and to spare, for such as we, who are ou}
here isolated and trying to bring back Euglish,
Scotch and Canadian heathens to something of
their first condition.

Is foreign work to absorb the attention of the
church, to loss of tnose in our own fields, surely
not!

I beg to acknowledge numerous packets of
reading matter from N.S. and Toronto. The
most of it has found its way into homes, ranche,,
camps and to passers by.

The only literature read here, seems to be the
newspapers, so there is a work for good maga
zines, etc.

This field is fast becoming an important one.
The gold fields are attracting attention to our
mountains, and an ever increasing number are
finding their way to this district from the Ame
rican side.

As our trade is all American, I am almost feel
ing myself as an American would ; we seemftc
have so little contact with Canada. This we
hope will be remedied, as by end of Novemby
we will have a trunk road connecting tith fu
off Vernon.

I am toiling on, as in honour bounad to do, an
hope the East will not forget the West in their
prayers putlic and private.

Dear Editor, I sat down to this letter to escape
the dull routine of duties here. It is rambling, |
so just pick out of it what you see suitable far |
your purpose. ’ i

It serves to give an idea of how I am placed
Iam thankful to state, we (family of six) have
never had better heaith in our lives. We hawe
all we can cat, also a good school, but no money
for anything. The valley is the same.

We need not be pitied, for we have the best
mission field, as it is one of the most necdy, but
we want help, and you in the east can give it
and why may it not be done. We do all weeag
first, and then ask the rest and those who an
able, lose a grand blessing if they do not laya
hand to the ropes.

X hope to send you a notice of our church opar

ing soon. .
ne Yours truly,

It is our work that the missionarics on th
fronticrs are doing, our burdens and hardshir
they aro bearing, and common justice depsnd
thar we should make these burdens as light®
possible, by doing what we can for them,and b

TooMAs Parox

bo thankful to shem for bearing the remoiade.
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Onr Soreigu Work,

Miss Oliver and MgCumpbell sailed from
New York on the 22nd Nov. for India

Miswsionaries An impressive service was held
for Trinidad at Hopewell, N.S,, 6th Nov., in
connection with the designation of Rev. Simon
Fraser and Mrs. Fraser as missionaries to Trini-
ded The Frasers, together with Miss C. Sin-
cair, and Mrs. Dr. Grant and daughter, were to
have sailed for Trinidad 8th Nov., but word was
reccived advising delay for a little until the more
wmplete abatement of the fever.

Iatest from Ll is quiet, by the latest letters.
Honan.  The ruin caused by the flood is
indescribable, the country is covered with wreck-
sge, and the destruction of the crops means
awful distress for some time to come. Mr.
Goforth, who has recently come home for a brief
furlongh, and Mr. Slimnon, the newly appointed
missionary, offer to go out immediately, but the
Committee think it better to delay, as the British
Consul strongly advised that no foreignersshould
travel inland in the present agitated state of the
country.
F.M. Fand, From the beginning of the finan.
Wesit. cial year, 1st May, up to 1st Nov-
ember, ** Dr. Reid has paid for Foreign Missions
$5,110.74, and only $8,834.13 have come into the
treasury during that time, thus leaving a deficit
of $35,226.61 at the above date. TUnless the
friends of Foreign Missions throughout the
Church make an effort this year, the work will
bein deep waters. Much relief could be given
by congregations, if, instead of holding their con-
wibutions over umntil the Spring, whatever is
slready contributed were sent in at onge. In-
terest on such large loans is a serious loss to the
- Pupd.” -

Founr  Of Knox College, who are to graduate
Students in the Spring, have made application
tobe sent as missionaries. ““The fields are crying
sat for more men, and yet when men ask to be
ant, shall we be unable to send them ?”

Pr.8mith’s Litilc May Isabella Smith, was a
Chiid. Canadian Missionary child, but
likesome other little ones that lie sleeping an
asly sleep in far off China and India, she never
uw the land which she would naturally eall
bome. Born in Honan, two and a half years
30, sho died of dysentery at Arima, Japan, on
%eBrd of August, after ten days iliness, just
Yelore her parents loft: for home for a short fur-
kugh, compelled by the state of the doctor's
bwlth. He has proved himself a medical mis
Soeary of unusual skill and success, but 2 com
¥aod sttack of typhus and pneumonia so
®ducad him that for a time life itsclf secmed
#reatened. He was for & tisns very weak, but
Ifat recovaning.

¢“Good Is the breezy, cheery, heginning of a
News.” private letter, from Rev. J. K. Gillivray,
Honan, to his brother, written a few months
since, but by no meaus stale. “Good news! Mr.
Grant and I have just returned from Chang te fu
witha deed for property there, houses and land
enough for our use for some years. The lease is
fifty years, the land is a little over an acre, in the
best situation possible. .\ wonderful train of pro-
videncesled up to the leasing, which was preceded
by favorable proclamations strangely unsought
by us. We struck while the iron vas hot,and the
people were not afraid to offer.

Four years ago, after our expulsion from that
same city, we retired to vur beat. In the even-
ing I walked out alone along the bank, until I
caught a full view of its walls. Many thoughts
came thronging through my mind. I fell on
my knees, and facing the city, prayed that it
might be opened. I believe that prayer was
answered. On the 16th of April, 1594, half an
hour befure midnight, the lease was handed over
in the presence of aill the witnesses and parties.

God reigns who can doubt it.”

Peath in  4s many of our readers have, learned,

Honan  two of our missionaries in Honan,
Dr. Lucinda Graham, and Mrs. Dr. Malcolm,
have been called away. Aiss Grahium died on
the 13th of Cctober, of cholerz, and Mrs. Mzicolm
on the 21st, cnly cight days later, of peritomtis.
In the autumn of 1892, Dr. and Mrs. Malcolm,
Miss Graham, Rev. W. Harvey Grant, and Mr.
and Mrs. Gzuld, left Toronto for the far East, the
three former for llonan, the two latter for For-
mosa. Mrs. Malcolm had a severe attack of
small-pox during the past summer, but L:ad re-
covered. Miss Graham had always enjoyed good
health. The Honan band have been sorely tried
by the prejudice and hate of the Chinese, but
they persevered and have in large measure over-
come it. Some of the families, too, have been
bereaved of their little ones, and some have been
obliged on the ground of ill health, brought on
by the climate and by anxiety in the earlier and
more perilous days of the mission, to give up
the work. Others have had sore illness and are
recovering ; but this is the first time that death
has broken the ranks of the workers, and two
have fallen almost together. The workers fall,
nay, they are taken from toil to triumph, leaving
clear the way for others to work and win, along
the same glorious pathway.

The Mission family at Mbow, Rev. Normaa
and Mrs. Russell, are rejoicing in a young mis-
sionary added to the family, whose “lungs give
promise of his being a good bazaar preacher.”
The mission bungalow was vory unhealthy, and
Mrs. Russell was taken to the mission hospital
at Indore, and enjoyed the kindly skilful caro af
Dr. Margaret O'Hara.
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Lantern Siides Mr. Annand writes: “We
for N. iebrides. would like very much a good
set of magic lantern slides. We got all ours
burnt in the conflagration at Ambrim. Dr.
Lamb had borrowed them and in the burning of
his premises they were destroyed. They were a
very old lot, that formerly belonged to Dr. Ged-
die; many of them were Scripture scenes, and
besides these were some New Hebrides pictures
not easily replaced.” Among a primitive people
the magic lantern is a very effective mode of
teaching, and if any choose to help Mr. Annand
make good his loss we wiil be pleased to take
charge of the slides and forward them to the
New Hebrides.

Ebb tide Rev. Joseph Annand in a private

in Santo. letter to his brother-in-law, Rev. A.
J. Mowatt, of Montreal, writes of one of those
reactions that so often discourage the missionary,
particularly at the newer fields on a heathen
island. He says: “ The people here have turned
round and are vigorously opposing the Gospel.
They are dying off, and so they are determined
to serve the Evil One all the more faithfully,
peradventure he may save them from: death. At
the present time we have only seven Santo peo-
ple with us ; two months ago we had thirteen.
They are fickle as the wind. The population of
this village has gone down to just a little more
than one-half of what it was seven years ago ;
deaths and recruiters (labor vessels) have taken
them away. However, Santo people are yet
numerous in many parts.”

It is trying to faith when the missionaries have
begun to see something of the fruits ot their
labors, to have the people seemingly turn back
to heathenism. Butis only for a time. As cer-
tainly as their hearts have been saddened by
the natives turning from the Gospel, so certainly
shall they be made glad by their turning again
towards it, and the good time is coming when
the dark Island of Espiritu Santo will become
indeed what its name implies, the Island of the
Holy Spirit. Meantime let us pray that the mis-
sionaries may be sustained, and thut their hearts
may soon be gladdened by larger ingatherings
for Christ. '

Inguirers. W hile onc missionary has his time of
discouragement, another rejoices in a wave of
progress, Mr. Norman Russell writes under date
26th Sept., * Good news continue of the work.
Word bas just come that ina village near Alhow
where we have been looking for fruit, over one
hundred people secem to be anxiously enquiring.
Already & Brahmin and his wife bave begged
for baptism.” He further writes, ‘‘Our Ahow
congregation elected three elders and five dea-
cons last week, and now are fully organized,
and will we hope be the more successful for it.”

From “Some thirty people have died of
Trinidad. fever,” writes Miss Blackadder,
“ The medical men will not declare it to be Teal
yellow fever, but it kills people in three or foyr
days. Sometimes black vomit sets in. I hey
the Roman Catholics have lost seventecn priess
and nuns by it. At present all our statl are wejj,

Ispent a week in San Fernando with dear
Mrs. Drennan. Iattended Dr. Grant's Chum,
and found all flourishing in a vigorous manner,
The Sunday School with its attendance of aboy
two hundred is a sight worth seeing. The teach-
ers are Europeans, Indians, Chinese and Creoles,
Mrs. Geddes Grant conducted an infant classip
her usual superior manner. She had a beautiful
sct of scripture pictures. I wish we could have
the same in our school at Tacarigua.”

Light and Shade ‘I madean excursion intothe

in Trinidad. Cacao woods of Montserrat”
writes Rev. A. W. Thompson,—* Aftera journey
of ten miles, the latter part of it over roads steep
and rough, we reached an estate where ther
were about seventy indentured Indians and a
number of free people ; we found about a dozen
Christians, some of whom had been there for ten
years. One man with his family had been bap
tized by Dr. Morton fifteen years ago, at Prin-
cestown.

A small gallery was granted us for a service,
and willing bands soon had all in readines
Benches and chairs were wanting, but cace
logs were abundant, and a great deal more suit
able. Over forty crowded into the little galles,
and seating themselves upon the floor listened
most attentively while I told them of the Savioar
of Man who came to scek and to save the lost.
The service occupied about an hour and a half,
but no one seemed to weary. When leavingwe
were asked to come again and to send the cate
chist regularly to them. Both of these requests
were readily granted.

Down in the plain, events of a different sind
have taken place. Inless than four monthswe
have had ne less than four shocking murdes,
besides another attempt at murder, which fo-
tunately failed.

On an estate five miles away, the driver ws
beaten to death by some enraged workmes
Nearer where we live, in fact quite close to th
manse, three wemen swere murdered by the?
husbanc®  The cutlass was the weapon used iz
these thiee cases. I spare you the horrid detais

3uch are the fruits of heathenism. In all the?
cases the perpetrators were heathen.”

Xndia’s  Writing during the rainy season, Ir
Ratax.  Buchanan gives a vivid picture d
“the weather” in India. *“We have now got il
rains in real earnest, and everybody rejoices i3
themn after the long drought and burning heatf
the hot weather. It is wonderful the goodoes
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of God, for one would think that the heavens
reresealed and rain could not come. Butin the
sppointed time the rain again comes to cheer
mpenand beast, The brassy heavens thicken and
darken; the thunder roars and the lightnings
fash, (the Hindoos say there is war in the
heavens among the gods, Indra fighting that rain
may be given), then in due time the glorious re-
freshing rain caenes down. At once thereisa
great change in the temperature; the thermo-
peter falls, and we br2athe again like men.”

Bome in *“The Roman Catholics have fol-

lodin. Jowed Mr. Russell to Manpur,”
ssys Dr. Buchanan. “ They have taken up land
snd are letting it out at a reduced rate in order
toget an infiuence over the people. They have
parchased a small house, that used to belong to
the government. about four miles farther into
the Bheel country, and are evidently prepared to
push on as fast as they can into this inviting
field.

But the strategic points are Thandla and
Sirdarpur. These we ought to occupy without
delay. The commander in charge of Sirdarpur,
{ol. Burne, invited us to come, and he would
belpus in every way he could. If some congre-
gation will send the man, we could supply native
sssistants without additional cost to the mis.
sion.

May the Lord stir up some congregation to
s2ad the word to thesc outcasts of Central India!
Wesball be glad to furnish more particulars
withregard to this matter to any one moved to
the help of these prepared people.”

AtTjjain. “The touch that I got of the sun
kst hot weather makes me more easily tired
when exposed to its rays, than formerly,” writes
Dr.Buchanan, “but 1 trust that by the end of
tberains I may be quite myself again. Ourselves
end the two children are in good health. How
different it is now from wha' it was a few years
sgo. Now we do not have to live either at a
distance from our work or in a native house in
thedirty city. For this we are thankful to the
Great Father, the Giver of all good. Now that
weare so blessed by Him, may he use us to the
prise and glory of His own name.

The work is beginning to show sigos of
improvement. Men are making inquiries as to
theway of life, and we trust soon to see them
ome to the Lord for salvatioa.”

“Last night we haia mecting of the Christians
ke, and we decided to pay for the Sunday
§Cbml Leaflets, cards, and lesson papers. We
bivealso decided to support a wman in Ujjuin.
The man we expect to have is young only abou*
Byearsof age. e and another about the same
iR are to come tozether from Ahamadnazer,
tey will only get in the meantime Rs. 7 each,

2., alittle over two dollars p r month. So you
will see it dces not cost much to support a
beginner. These young men w.ll be taught at
the same time as they are teaching others, and
if they are faithful, in four or five years, will get
a salavy of 18 or 20 rupees, or about six dollars
per month,

“I hope to begin classes for these 0w grade
workers in o few days, if the Lord will.”

Training In a note from Mr. Russell, of India,
workers. not intended for publication, is an
interesting item which we take the liberty of
publishing. *‘Mr. Wilson and I are conducting
a month’s Divinity or Bible School for the Cate-
chists or Bible readers of the mission, or as many
as can be spared for the work. We have a class
of thirteen. JMr. Wilson takes Systematic Theo-
logy and Apologetics, and 1 take Exegesis
(Romans) and Biblical Theology, In addition to
the work of preparation, we have to traanslate
our lectures into a language which is almost
bare of Theological terms, and even of Theolo-
gical ideas.

We trust that the month’s study will be very
much blessed to the men. We hope soon to have
a regularly established Theological School, and
then we will want a small lecture hall and a row
of cheap houses in which the men can live for,
say six months in the year while they are aitend-
ing the classes. Probably $2060 would cover the
whole cost. Of course that is in the future, but
it will have to come soon, as several of our men
are wanting a Theological course and are quite
cqual to taking it. Mr. Fitch, of Ujjain, is our
first student under the Presbytery to pass the
examination for the ministry, and will probably
soon be licensed as a minister of the Gospel.
May Dbe soon be followed by many others.”

T0S8.S. A note from AMiss May Dougan of
Teachers. [undore, toa friend in Canada, may
be a help to Sabbath School teachers. She says:
“1 am glad you told me about your Sabbath
School class. That was my favorite work at
home. When some of the letters 1 get from
home speak as if the work we are doing is so
much greater than that at home, I wish they
could see things as they really are. You have
such almost limitless opportunities for winning
the love of the children there. And here there
is so much to keep us apart. It is so long before
we can speak at all, then our halting words, how
can they win attention? In very few cases dare
we invite the children to our homes, and then if
we should offer them anything to eat it is prob-
ably the last we see of them, and more than all
we cannot, win the parents, But we shall con-
quer through Him in whose strength we bave
come forth, and India, fair India, will bow at his
feet, for not one word of all His good promises
has filed.
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CHINESE WORK AND NEED IN B.C.
Letter from Mr. P. Cohnan, Our Missionary.
2i4 PANDORA AVE., VICTORIA, B. C.

EEAR MR. McKay,—Isend you herewith an

account of my visit of over three weeks to
the salmon canneries on the Fraser River during
the past summer :—

Assoon as July came in we noticed that the
attendance at our school fell off. The average,
which had been forty-six for April and May, and
thirty-two for June, falling to about twenty,
thus making plain to us that many of our pupils,
as well as great numbers of other Chinamen,
were leaving the city for the canneries and other
places.

Rev. Jas. Buchanan, of Richmond Church,
Eburne, had invited Mr. Winchester to visit his
parish to see if something could not be done for
the Chinamen who work in the canneries duriag
the summer months. Mr. Winchester asked me
to go, so on the 13th of July I went to Vancouver,
where I spent a few days helping in our school
there. The school was suffering from the + zodus
of Chinamen, so that while there was plenty of
teachers there were but few pupils, in conse-
quence of which the teachers have since closed
the school for two months.

Mr. Buchanan, hag & nice congregation, church
and manse, at Eburne, six miles from Vancouver
by road, and here he and his good wife made me
heartily welcome while I visited the four can-
neries within a radius of three or four miles
from the manse.

The packing of the salmon is a very interesting
process, and the managers of the various can-
neries are very kind and polite in showing and
explaining the different parts of the work.

For my work the best time to visit the can-
neries was in the evenings and on Sundays, when
the Chinamen were not working, except as they
washed and mended their clothes, or played
games of chess, dominoes, cards and ‘“‘sam-sam,”
or nine-men’s morris. At almost every one of
the twenty-four canneries that 1 visited I found
a large number of Chinamen who knew me, and
not a few whom I knew as pupils of our school
in Victoria.

At Steveston, on Lulu Island, six miles from
Eburne, there are ten canncries on a strip of the
Fraser River bank not more than a mileand a
a quarter long. Here Istayed several days and
had some good meetings, particularly on one
evening when the two Methodist Chinese preach-
ers came over from Vancouver, and we all three
invaded the Chinese quarter and sang and
preached for about an hour and a half. Whata
crowd of Chinamen, Indiaps and white men
gathered round us! So much so that Mr. Ch'an
said: *Perhaps this may stir up some of the
white men, even though they did not under-
stand what we said.”

At and about Ladner's Landing, I visited nine
canneries, finding, as before, good audiences ang
attentive listeners. One morning I spent more
than two hours talking toa crowd of Chinameg
in a store; they thought that the teaching of
Jesus was good ; ““ But,” said one, *you canng
make us believe that there are no demops
(ghosts); we know there are—we have seen
them, and though you should kill us we woulg
still believe in them.” Oh! the appalling ignor.
ance and superstition there is brought to lightby
& two hours’ conversation with a group of heathep
Chinamen; could Christian people but realizeit,
surely they would obey our Master's commangd
with more earnestness.

At New Westminster. the Chinese scheol is
going on quietly, with a few pupils and an ear.
nest band of teachers.

Mr. Winchester came up to Eburne for afew
days, and while we were there Mr. Buchanan
suggested a plan whereby work may be carried
on among the Chinamen in the cannerics every
summer, and the expense of the missionary's
board and lodging be met by his congregation
‘We spent half a day visiting among the mem-
bers of Richmond Church explaining Mr. Buch:
anan’'s plan, and all expressed themselves us
much pleased with the idea and promised to
help carry it out.

On Tuesday evening, July 3lst, a meeting pre
paratory to the Communion was held, at which
Mr. Winchester and I tried to present the canse
of missions and the privilege of the servantsof
God to help in the work so near tbe heart of our
Lord. After we had spoken, Mr. Buchanan ex-
plained his plan to the people. There were more
than forty present, which we thought was a good
congregation for & small country place in hay
making time.

There are ahout three thousand Chinamen ex-
gaged in the salmon canneries for about two
months every summer, so that we can probably
reachmore there than anywhere else at that time.

There are also 2 large number of Japanese, In
dians and foreigners from the various nationsef
Europe, engaged in the fishing business, and we
intend to tryto do something for these, too, by
means of tracts and Christian literature, if friends
of the work will provide the funds.

One of our missionaries in India says in &
private letter: *The other day some one sent me
four copies of the Literary Digest. They were
very acceptable though I do not know the sender.
Several times friends hava sent such things, and
they are more than welcome. I don't think itis
realized at home how far we are away from, all
opportunities of seeing current literature. New
and helpful pamgh lets and books we orly
hear about but seldom see. It might he an easy
matter for some friends at home to send usone
of these occasionally when they have been
and done with.”
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Clurcl Aotes and Fotices.

NDUCTIONS.
Mr. J. D. Fraser, into Wolfville, N. S., 13 Sept.
Mr. Henry Dickie, into Windsor, N-S., 5 Nov.
Mr J. L. Lawrence, into Cayuga, Newbury
snd Fort Erie.
Mr. H. K. McLean, into Parrsboro, Truro Pres.,

$0 Oct.
Mr. Arthur Morton, ordained in St. Andrew’s
Ch., St. John. Missionary at Shediac, N. B., 31

Oct.

Mr. T. U. Richmond, into Point Douglas, Win-
nipeg, 23 Oct.

fir. Ledingbum, into Moose Jaw, 19 Sept.

Mr. R. S. G. Anderson, of St. Helen’s and E.
Ashfield, into Wroxetter, Maitland Pres., 15 Nov.

RESIGNATIONS.,
%cr. R. S. Vans, of St. George, St. John Pres.,
b,

2
Mr. A. Urqubart, of Brandon, 1 Nov,
Mr. J. D. Welsh, of St. Ann, Indian Head,
Regina Pres.
. John Hosie, of Shanks, Man.
Mr. A. Stewart, of Hamstead and North East-
~ hope, Stratford Pres.

PRESBYTERY MEETING.

Algoma.—Bruce Mines, 13 Mar.
Brockville.—Morrisburg, 11 Dec.
Bruce.—Paisley, 11 Dec,, 1.30 p.m.
Chatham.—Chat., St. And., 10 Dec., 7.30 p.m.
Glengarry.—Maxrville, 18 Dec.
Inverness.—Strathlorne, 15 Jan.

“ —DMabou, 16 Jan.
Kamloops.—Revelstoke, 11 Dec., 10.30 a,m.
Kingston.—Belleville, John St., 18 Dec., 2 p.m.
London.—Wardsville, 5 Dec., business 8.30 a.m.

. ‘o ¢ induction 11 a.m

% —St. Thomas, Knox, 8 Jan., 11 a.m.

Montreal.—Pres. Col., 7 Jan. 1895, 2 p.m.

Paris.—Woodstock, Chal. 15 Jan. 10.30 a.m

Peterboro.—St. Paul's 18 Dec., 9 a.m.

Pictou.—N. Glasgow, 15 Jan., 2.30 p.m.

Rocklake.—Morden, 1st Tues. March

Regina.—Wolesley, 13th Mar.

Saugeen.—Palmerston, 11 Dec. 10 a.m.

Sarnia.—Sarnia, St. And., 11 Dec., 1l a.m.

Stratford.—Strat., Knox, 3rd Tues. Jan.

Sydney.—N. Syd., St. Matt., 19 Dec., 11 a.m.

Toronto.—St. And., 1st. Tues. every month.

Westminster.— Victoria, St. And., 4th Dec.

STATED COLLECTIONS FOR THE SCHEMES.

The General Assembly has directed that the
Stated Collections for the Schemes of the Church,
in congregations where there are no Missionary
Associntions, be made as follows :—

French Evangelization, 4th Sab. Ju.y.

Home Mission, 4th Sab. August.

Colleges, 3rd Sab. September.

Widow's and Orphan’s Fund, 3rd Sab. Oct.

Assembly Fund, 3rd Sab. Nov.

Manitoba College, 3rd Sab. Dec,

Augmentation Fund, 3rd Sab. Jan.

Aged and Infirm Min. Fund, 3rd Sab. Feb.

Foreign Missions, 3rd Sah. March.

Direeted also, that all congregations and Mis-
sion stations be enjoined to contribute to the
schemes of the Church.

Further, that contributions be sent to the
| ezents of the Church as soon as possible after
| the collections are made.

MINISTERIAL OBITUARY.

Rev. J. Allister Murray was born at Rogf)r Hill,
Picton, N.S., 183%. He studied in the Presby-
terian College West River Pic Co., and after-
wands at the Free Church College, Halifax, and

was licensed in 1857 by the Presbytery of P.E.L
He was in the same year ordained at Annapolis.
N.S. Three years later he accepted a call to St.
Luke’s Church, Bathurst, N.B. He afterward:
removed to St. Andrew's Church, Mount Forest.
from thence to St. Andrew's, Lindsay, and theunce
in 13875 to St. Andrew's London, where he labored
during the remainder of his life. On Sabbath
evening, 21st, October after a short illness he
passed to his rest,

.

Literary Notices

CHEAP TRIP TEROUGH THE HoLY LAND,—The
Presbyterian Banner offers a handsomely bound
book, 11 x 9 inches, ‘“The Houly Land Photo-
graphed,” retail price $2.50, free, to any person
who secures one new subscriber to the Banner
at $2.15. This beautiful premium contains in
all 127 phobo%raphic scenes of chief places in
Palestine. The Banner is itself an excellent
Presbyterian paper, and claims to be the oldest
religious newspaper, being in its 8ist year.
Address Presbyterian Banner, Bank of Com
merce Building, Pittsburg, Pa.

THE INDEPENDENT—One of tne hest weekly
religious and literary newspapers printed. Price
83.00. Address, The Independent, New York.

THE LaADIES' HOME JOURNAL,—an illustrated
monthly magazine with the largest circulation
of any periodical in the world, The Curtis Pub-
lishing Co., Phila. Price 10c. or $1.00 per year.

THE PRESBYTERIAN AND REEORMED REVIEW
for October, contains an able and excellent open-
ing article on “‘Prof. George D. Herron as a
Leader,” followed by others of a similar char-
acter, c.g. Prof. Warfleld on_* Professor Henry
Preserved Smith's view of Inspiration,”—‘‘The
Sons of God and the Daughters of Men,” by Pres-
Green ;—and several other articles, together
with some 60 pages of Book Reviews. Address
McCalla & Co., Phila., 80 cts. per No., $3.00 year.

TrE BiBLicAL Wornb.—Contiruing the Old
and New Testament Student, dealing with all
subjects that touch the Bible or throw light upon
it. Editor, Wm. R. Harper. The University
Press of Chicago. Price $2.00 year, 20cts. a copy.

Tue Exrository TiMES, dealing chiefly with
the exposition of Sacred Scripture and helps
thereto. Editor, Rev. James Hastings. T. &T.
Clark, Edinburgh. Willard Tract Dep., Toronto
Price 6d.

THE MIsSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD.—
A monthly magazine of missions, reviewing
missions and mission progress in all lands
Funk & Wagnalls, New York. $2.50 per year.

THE HomiLeTric REVIEW.—A many side
monthly magazine dealing with all that flertains
to the preacher’s work. IFFunk & Wagnalls, New
York, $3.00 per year.

THE TREASGRY, of Religious Thought. A
kindred magazine to the above, touclung the
preacher helpfully at all points. E. B. Treat.
5 Cooper Union, New York. Price $2.50 per
year, to ministers $2.00. Single copy 25 cents.

TEE NOBLE ARMY OF MARTYRS, by James
Croil, is a multum in parvo. Part I. treats of
martyrdom in the Apostolic and Early and
Middle Ages, in the Reformation period in
Britain, on the Continent, and among the Coven-
anters. Part Il gives the roll of Protestant
Missionary Martyrs, with a brief account of
their life and death, from 1661 to 1893. Mr. Croil
has beean at great pains to perfect his work, and
it is probably the most complete roll af mission-
ary martyrs yet published. Pres. Board, Phila.
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The World Sield,

RESULTS OF CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA.
BY REV. GEO. ¥. PENTECOST, D.D.

From “Notes of our Mission to Indin,” written during
a tour of India in 1871, 2 work winch is shortly to be
published, and from which * Y%e Miwiong of the World.”
from whioh wo copy, hus becn permitted to mako extracts.

The thing that surprises me more and more
every day and month Iam in Indiais the mar-
vellous progress Christianity has made, and the
rapidity and length of the strides it is now
making.

It is impossible to understand the progress of
Christianity in India by studying the missionary
reports of the various societies, or by looking
over the census returns of the Government. One
must be here on the ground, go inand out an:ong
the people, compare the habits and customs of
to-day with those of fifty vears ago. One must
take into account the present state of Hinduism,
especially in the upper classes, with what it was
fifty or a hundred yearsago. As a matter of fact
there is scarcely an institution, a caste, a belief,
or a social custom in India that the spirit of
Christianity has not breathed upon, and to some
cxtent affected and modified.

It would require more than one article even to
indicate the evidences of progress in this direc-
tion. But I will try and set some things before
readers which may help them to understand
what is being done indirectly toward the Christi-
anizing of India.

THE ALTERED FAITH OF HINDUISM.

Let me then begin with the altered faith of
Hinduism under the infiuence of Christianity.

Onc hundred years ago Hinduism was solid.
There were, practically, no schisms in its vast
body. The schaols of the Brahmans were
«rowded ; the temples were flourishing; the
‘rites and ceremonies of their grossly idolatrous
system were practiced universally, by the great
as well as the small, the rich as well as the poor.
The Brahman reigned supreme everywhere, the
spiritual (?) Jords of all the people. Widows were
being burnt in the name of Hinduism, and the
rite was considered one of the most sacred and
most pleasing to the gods. Religious suicide in
a dozen formns was encouraged and practiced.
All over India men were burying themselves
alive ; drowning themselves in thesacred rivers;
starving themselves to death ; and inmany other
ways offering themselves in religious self-sacri-
fice. Child murder was the common practice all
over India, especially the murder of girl babies.
The rites of Jagganath were in full force, and
though not as commonly as is popularly sup-
posed, yet it was true that religious devotees did
cast themselves under the wheels of the cruel
car, and were encouraged and applauded for it.

This has ceased out of the land.

The cruel rites of the ascetics were everyw here
practiced. Men were found hanging head down.
ward from the limbs of trees; lying on beds of
iron spikes; torturingaund lacerating them-clves
in a hundred weys, all in the name of the gods,
with the encouragement of the priests, and in
entire harmony with the universal faith of the
Hindu. The Thuyg practiced his profession under
the patronage of the gods, and the thief caste
was recognized as really as any other ca-te,
Prostitution on the part of women was entered
upon as an honorable profession, and a woman
so giving herself up to that trade, no more lost
her social position or standing than would a
woman in our country for adopting the practice
of medicine as a business. The daughters of the
highest as well as the lowest were openly conse
crated to the gods, and served in the temple as
prostitutes, giving themselves to any and all
without reference tv former caste distinctions,

All these things have entirely or in greater
part passed away in the last hundred years,

It may be said that these, except the last men-
tioned, h ve been put down by the strong hand
of British rule and law, and not by Christian
influence. But in these things, as in many
others, th British Government (in no sense a
Christian Government) has acted in obedience to
the Christian conscience of both Europe and
America.

THE CASTE RESTRICTIONS.

The caste restrictions of India to-day are no
more what they were fifty years ago, than the
relation of the English aristocracy is the same
to the commons to-day as it was in the daysof
the Norman supremacy-

Fifty vears ago, or a little earlier, the gates of
the cities and towns were closed at fivein the
evening and not opened azain till nine the next
morning, and the low-caste people excluded, lest
the shadow of some low-caste man, under the
slant rays of the sun, should fall upon some pass-
ing Brahmin and so defile him. To-day the low-
caste boy, even the son of the sweeper (ine very
lowest of low-castes) and the son of the Dr.abmin
sit together in the same schoolroom, engaze with
cach other in the common sports of the school or
college.

The railway trains are crowded with thousands
of men of all castes and no caste, and no thought
is taken of it ; whereas, at the time of the intro-
duction of the railway system into India, seps:
rate carriages had to be provided for the differeat
castes.

A hundred years ago the Brahmin was the
protected and privileged caste ; he did no work,
followed no occupation except toreccive the gifts
and oflerings of the people. He was not only 8
favored man and entirely supported by the
people, but he was @ god and must nceds b
worshipped. Even fifty years ago it was a com:
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mon thing for men of other castes to prostrate
themselves on the ground and openly worship a
Brahmin. Now a Brahmin has ceased both to be
agod and & supported man, except in the com-
paratively few cases where he still is the guru,
or household teacher, or a priest actually serving
in a temple.

Brahmins to-day have to wortk for their living
like other peopie, and are by hundreds and thou-
sands performing the smallest offices in the em-
ploy of the Government and private business
establishments on salaries ranging from $6 to $25
a month, and count themselves happy ¥f they
tan secure such positions. Moreover, they have
to compete for their bread with the boys and
men of the lower and even the lowest castes
who come up from school and college a3 well as
they, and demand employment.

It istrue that caste is the chief outward ob-
stac! » to the open spread of Christianity in India
to-d..y ; but it is safe to say that all the outworks
of caste have been taken, and it is to-day fighting
for life in the very keep of its castle. It has been
steadily beaten back till it has retreated to its
last stronghold, and the siege is so hot and the
investment so strait, that it is only a question of
time when this great master-device of Satan will
be surrendered. Already the desertions from
caste, even the highest, are more and more num-
erous ; and where it is not abandoned altogether,
its bands are being loosened and its restricticns
more and more minimized. It does not require
that one be & prophet to foretell the utter col-
lapse of the whole system within the next fifty
years, For myself, I do not believe it will last
out another twenty-five. i

HINDUISM AN UNCERTAIN QUANTITY.

It used to besaid that the Hindu faith was
eternal and unchangeable. One has only to be
in India for a year and have free intercourse with
the people, and especially to come in contact with
them as I have during the last year by way of
religious discussion and debate. to discover that
Hinduism is about the most uncertein quantity
religiously that can be found in this world of
many religions. I have never yet beenable to
find one man among the learned or the ignorant
who could define Hinduism to me. If half-a-
dozen men together are asked what it is, there
are apt to be as many different answers as there
arcdifferent answerers. 1ts boasted philosophies
cover every system of thought, from the grossest
materialism to the most subtle pantheism.

But it must be remembered that the philoso-
phical systems of the Hindus are not understood
by one out of ten thousand of the people; and it
lssafe to say that Christian missionaries have
done more to make them known, even to the
educated Hindus, than ever their own pandits
have done. Except among professional pandits,
the people have no interests and no faith in their
philosophies.

The same may be said of their puranic belicfs.
The great mass of the educated Hindus do not
pretend to defend idolatry, except so far as tc
say the “ women and the ignorant people must
have some sensuous object of worship, for the
reason they cannot understand aunything elsc.”
This is the common answer. No educated Hindu
will to-day confuss that he worships an idol. 1e
says in justification of his presence in atemple,
and his participation in the idol ceremonials,
that the great idols or gods of the temples arc
but symbols to help the imagination in grasping
the idea of God.

As for the rites, I have failed to find any intel-
ligentexplanation of them. ‘The common answer
of the priest in the temple is ‘‘custom.” With
this it begins and ends. The constant preaching
of the Gospel and the diffusion of Chrtstian truth,
which is penetrating India like a new atmos-
phere, has made the ordinary and average edu-
cated Hindu ashamed of his religion.

Driven from the defence or advocacy of idola-
try, e is equally driven from any belief of the
truth of the mythologies of his ancient faith.
‘Western learning, and especially Christian edu.
oation, has forced him to abandon as utterly
absurd the ancient science taught by his sacred
scriptures, and with that, under the pressure of
the historical and critical methods now being
more and more understood by them, his faith in
the antiquity and inspiration of his scriptures is
going, if not largely gone.

THE CHANGE OF FIFTY YEARS.

I have said that fifty years ago Hinduismasa
system was almost solid. To-day we di:cover
that there have occurred, under the in: .ctof
Christian truth and criticism,several greuu cleav-
ages which are mightily influencing all India.
Not to speak of the widespread scepticism, or
perhaps it were truer to say agnosticism, preva-
lent among all classes of educated Indians, there
are several great and growing schools of religious
thought and faith (or I might better say unfaith)
in India.

In Bengal, as its chief seat, we have’the
Brahmo-Somaj, which is a protest against mod-
ern Hinduism and an eclectic system of ethics
which may be correctly described, so far, as
Hinduism minus idolatry and Christianity minus
Christ.

In Western India, among the Marathas espe-
cially, we have the Sadbaran-Somaj, which is a
theistic society. Except in its external social
atlachments to Hinduism, by reason of the stiil
unbroken iron bond of caste, it is entirely cleft
away from Hinduism, and has no more likeness
to it than Mahommedanism has to Christianity.

Then in the Punjab, we have the Arya-Somaj,
which professes monotheism, utterly repudiates
the Puranicor idolatrous system of Iinduism,
and falls back upon the ancient Vedasasthe
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only authoritative religious bool ; and yet they
do not worship the fancied gods of the Badas.
They are, in fact, a school of free-thinkers, ani-
mated at once with an intelligent opposition to
idolatry and an intense hatred of Christianity.
These three great cleavages are the result of the
impact of Christianity upon the great mass of
Hinduism.

It may be said by some that in all these Somaj-
es we have organised enemies of the Gospels
that they can hardly be pointed at as evidences
of the progress of Christianity. But there could
possibly be no greater mistake than this, These
are the signs of that process of destruction which
in such a contest precedes the process of recon-
struction. It is certain that no such cleavages
were seen in India before the coming of Christi-
anity to these shores.

Some one said to me the other day : “ How
can you say that the presence of agnosticism and
infidelity generally among the educated classes
of Hindus isa sign of the progress of Christi-
anity? It rather seems to me that Christianity,
together with the Government system of educa-
tion, is destroying what faith therc was in the
land.” The reply to this is that false faith must
give way, and that the point of unfaith is
the point at which faith must begin her work.
1f a new structure is to occupy the site of an old
building, the old building must be demolished
first and its ruins removed. This is what is go-
ing on in India.

Then it should pe remembverea that there is
absolutely no unity in the unbelief thatis now
possessing the minds of the educated Hindus,
if it can be truly said that a mind can be possess-
ed of unbelief. No man can long abide in abso-
lute scepticism. Faith in something not one's
self is as salient in the human consciousness as
cream is in milk. Now these new sceptics,
who are just infidels as to their old faith, cannot
long abide where they are. They will not go
back to their old faith, and therefore it is rational
to conclude that that they will go on, across the
sandbeds of their present unbelief, to the new
and true faith that has come to their land.

THE PREVALENCE OF THEISM.

The prevalence of theisin in India is one of tne
sure signs of the progressive destruction of
Hinduism. I have spoken of the agnosticism
andinfidelity of many ; but thereis another large
class of men who count themselves strictly Hin-
dus, and who boast that they are true to their
old faith. Theydeclare their unbelief in idolatry
in its gross form, lament the ignorance and sup-
erstifion of the people, which prevenus them from

grasping higher ideas and truths; but for them-

selves are never tired of declaring that they be-
lieve in one God who is over all and above all.
But if you ask them for the source of this faith,
Moy are at an utter loss. Their ono God is nos

i

Agni, Varuna, or Indra of the Vedas: it isnot
Brahma, Vishnu, or Siva of the later iHinduism,
It is God back of them, of whom these were
cither only manifestations or partial incarna.
tions or symbolic representations. It cannot be
that the one God whom they prefess to believe
in is the ‘‘one without a second ” of the Vadaate;
for “It” is not a person at all, but only the “un.
known and unknowable somewhat that lies back
of phenomena.” Yet they profess to believein
one God. Wko is this one God, this Eterna)
Spirit, at once omnipotent and omnipresent, and
endowed with personal attributes? e is iy
fact, none other than the God of the Christian; |
may say also of the Mahommedan.

That Mahommedanism introduced the truth
concerning the being of the one only true God
there can be no doubt ; that this conception has
been heightened and purified by the teachingof
Christianity is equally, and more than equally,
true. Sothat the growing belief in one God over
all, above all, and blessed forever, is oneof those
silent forces which is eroding and disintegrating
Hinduism in every part of India.

THE RUINS OF THE PAST.

Passing through India, especially through
Central, North-West, Western. and Southern
India, one is struck with the dzcrepit and decay-
ing monuments of a past and dying civilization.
The temples, palaces, tombs, and shrines areall
in ruing or in a state of decay. Death is written
over the face of all. On the other hand,the
buildings and institutions of a new civilization
are springing up in the midst and by the sideof
the old decay, and that without using to anyex
tent the materials of the old.

The parallel of this is found in the state of the
ancient religion of this land, as seen in contrast
with the rise of the faith of Christ. As surelyas
the English Janguage is steadily supplantingths
vernaculars as the language of the cultured and
advancing class, so surely is Christian thought
superseding the old thought of Hinduism.

Thus far I have only mentioned a few of the
indirect effects of Christianity upon Hinduism,
as evidence of the decay of the latter under the
influence of the former. There are scores of
other facts as striking—yea, even more striking
vhan those which I have mentioned. To meths
evidences of the coming of the day of the Lord
to this land areso many and so indisputable that

I am daily more and more amazed, and wonde |

how any Christian can for a moment fcel discour
agement,

The habit of consuiting statistiea. tables inowr
missionary reports and forgetting all else hw
blinded us, narrewed our horizon, and kept
from seeing the truth. The cry, * Show usom-
verts,” is a most misleading one, and has mir
led many good missionaries, and, under ¥
criticism which is allied to this demand for o
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verts, has discouraged not a few. Buteven in

answer to that demand for converts, when the

time comes for me to say something on this head,

I think our doubtful and critical friends at home

will be surprised.

It will, no doubt, be a matter of surprise ic
aany for me to say that the burning question in
India to-day in all missionary circles is not,
“How shall we multiply converts?” but * How
shall we overtake with Christian training and
instruction those who are pouring in upon us
fuster than we havethe teachers by whom to take
are of them?2” The fact is, that while God is
overruling & hundred forces. and directing them
gswell to the accomplishment of those indirect
results which are preparing the way for the
direct fruitage of the Gospel, He is delivering
into our hands just asmany converts aswe are
able to take care of.

The multiplication of converts in India to-day

- isaltogether out of proportion to the number of
evangelists and missionaries engaged in the
work. as compared with the proportion of con-
verts ab home from among the non-Christians of
our “ Christian communities,” to the number of
men and women engaged in direct Christian
effort. In all India there are mot as many mis-
sionaries as there are ministers of the Gospel in
New York City, and yet the number of converts
yearly in India will be from five to ten times as
great as the number of conversions in New York.
Give to India one-half the missionaries in pro-
portion to population as there are ministers and
Christian workers in America, and India will be
evangelized in ten years, or, at the very outside,
in twenty-five.

India has a population of 300,000,000 people.
America, or the United States, has, say, at the
outside, a little more than a fifth of that number;
and yet India has not a three-bundredth part of
the Christian force at work at the problem of
christianising this land as America bas for the
same purpose. Let American and British Chris-
uans double their force in India, and we will
show to the world, and lay down at the feet of
Christ, a tenfold result for every double of agen-
sed which are given. Will American Christians
remember that instead of calling out insanely
and ignorantly for more converts, they should
besending out, in ever-increasing numbers more
kborers into the field where the harvest is ripen-
Wg,and in many places rotting on the ground
far the lack of reapers and harvesters.

Iakore, Punjab, November 3, 1891.

Asan illustration of how the Goapel is spread-
Rg in China, a missionary affirme: *“I ocsuld
vtk from Canton to Shanghai, over 500 miies.
Wk walking more than 20 miles a day, and oould
dow every nighi in a village or town that has a

 wls Oheistian eommunity.”

A PICTURE OF HEATHENISM.
BY MRS, ISABELLA BIRD BISHOP.

Mrs, Bishop, the famous traveller, has been
giving the world some very wholesome truths
regarding missions, which a contempnrary re-
marks ought to silence the objection to missions
which one sometimes hears, that the non-Chris-
tian religions have in them so much of truth and
morality that they might be left alone. In a
recent address she said :

* Mohammedanism is corrupt to the very core.
The morals of Mohammedan countries, perhaps
in Persja in particular, are corrupt, and the im-
maginations very wicked. How corrupt Bud-
dhism is, how corrupt Buddhists are! There is
scarcely a single thing that makes for righteous-
ness in the life of the un-Christianised natious.
There is no pullic opinion, interpenetrated by
Christianity, which condemns sin or wrong.
What do these false faiths do? They degrade
women with an infinite degradation. I have
lived in zenanas and harems, and have seen the
daily life of the secluded women—the intellect
dwarfed, so that a woman of twenty or thirty
years of age is more like a child of eight, intellec-
tually ; whilst all the worst passions of human
nature are stimulated and developed in a fearful
degree; Jjealousy, envy, murderous hate, in-
trigue, running to such an extent that in some
couniries I have hardly ever been in a woman's
house, or near & woman’s tent, without being
asked for drugs with which to disfigure the fav-
orite wife, or take away her life, or to take away
the life of the favorite wife's infant son. This
request has been made of me nearly twohundred
times. It follows necessarily that there is also
an infinite degradation of man. The whole con-
tinent of Asia is the scene of barbarities, tor-
tures, brutal punishments, oppression.

“What does sickness mean to millions of our
fellow-creatures in heathen lands? Throughout
the East, sickness is believed to be the work of
demons. The sick person at once becomcs an
object of loathing and terror, is put out of the
Louse, is taken to an outhouse, is poorly fed, and
rarely visited ; or the astrologers, or priests, or
medicine-men, or wizards, assemble, beating hig
drums and gongs, blowing horns, and making
the most fearful noises. They light gigantic
fires, and dance round them with their unholy
incantations. They beat the sick person with
clubs to drive out the demon. They lay him
before a roasting fire till his skin is blistered,
and then throw him into cold water. They atuff
the nostrils of the dying with aromatic mixtures
or mud, and in some regions they carry the
chronic sufferer to a mountaia top, placing barley
balls and water beside him, and leave him to dis
alone. The woe and sickness in theun-Christian-
ised waorld aré beyond telliag; and these woes
press most heavily upom women.”
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AMONG THE JEWS OF SMYRNA.

News of a religious movement of extraordinary
interest come from Smyrna.

For two years past there has been, espec.a y
among the Russian Jews there, an unusual
eagerness to know the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
and willingness to consider His claims to be
their Messiah.

A great step in advance has been taken by
them within the past few months. At the be-
ginning of summer a Karaite Jew from Sebasto-
pol, a teacherof languages, a man of considerable
culture and intelligence, had found himself
obliged to flee from Russia to escape arrest, be-
cause of the discovery that a year or two ago he
had taken part in the circulation of forbidden
literature on socialistic subjects. He escaped
by steamer, and was smuggled ashoreat Smyrna,
in Turkish territory. He was brought to our
hospital—the Beconsfield Memorial—very sick,
and was successfully treated by our excellent
missionary, Dr. Lee Bolton, While in hospital,
conversatior was turned by Dr. Bolton to the
subject of Christianity, which the Jew—Abram
by name—characterised as simply a system of
idolatry and superstition, for all that he bhad seen
of it was in the Greek and Latin Churches.

In the steamer a Greek priest had said to him
that if he would burn a candle before St. Xiichol-
as, it would do him more good than all his social-
istic schemes. e was told by the doctor that
he must not call that Christianity. When he
asked what then Christianity was, he had it ex-
plained to him concisely, and a New Testament
was given him. This he proceeded to reed with
evidently ever-increasing intensity.

The effect became manifest in his face as the
conviction grew in him, and the joy of a new
glad disccvery. After a very short time he an-
no..ced his thorough conviction that if there
was any Messiah for Israel, he had found Him
in Jesus Christ. He expressed a wish to be
allowed tospeak of it to other Russian Jews. A
school-room was granted him, with the imme-
diate result that he found many others nearly as
fully convinced as himself, and needing only
some one to take the lead.

Meetings continued to be held, and, with a view
to mutual support in their study of the Bible,
and resistance to the persecution which they
foresaw, they, on Dr. Bolton’s suggestion, pro-
ceeded to organize themselves into a Hebrew
Christian Society or Community. At once sixty-
four heads of families offered to join it, number-
ing from 300 to 400 persons.

But as persecution became more intense, con-
sequent on their meeting for worship on the
Lord's Day, & sifting took place; those who had
Joined in the glow of enthusiasm, but with im-
perfectly-rooted conviction, backed out, leaving
thirty-two families and seventeen single men;

in all, 185 persons at the time of writing, The
number was almost daily being added to.

A “Society of Christian Jews” is to e ,nstj.
tuted, on truly Apostolic principles. ‘The rules
have been drawn up.—Ch. of Scotland Record,

THE BIBLE SOCIETY IN RUSSIA,

Ancther blow his fallen on the work of the
British and TForeign Bible Socity in Ruwi,
About eight months ago, the society was inform.
ed that its shop in the City of Kiefl'—the Russian
Jerusalem, and a great resort of pilgrims—mus
be closed for six months, by order of the Minister
of the Interior. No reason was given for thi
arbitrary action, and the agent of the Bilk
Socicty was at a loss to explain it.

But now the Governor of Kieff' has gnne fur
ther. When an effort was recently made tohare
the shop reopened, he replied by strictly probib
iting colportage in the four large provinces over
which he has jurisdiction, and by publisking in
the newspapers throughout the empire that be
does so because the colporteurs of the Bible
Society are active:y engaged as Stundist prop.
gandists.

There can be, of course, little doubt that the
distribution of the Scriptures among the villags
of Russia has vastly helped the cause of evan-
gelical truth, and that hundreds and thousends
of the peasants known as Stundists, owe their
light to the reading of the Bible ; but it is denid
absolutely that the colporteurs have been enzg
ed in the work of preaching or teaching, Their
simple duty, as in the case of the colporteurs o
the American Bible Society. which they do n}
overstep, and which they e strictly forbidde
to overstep, is to sell the Biules and Testaments
with which the Bible Society supplies them.-
New York Independent.

As to the Stundists, says a correspondent o
the New York Observer, a week ago, I heard that
almost every member of this body bas e
cleared out of the extensive province of Vot
hynia, and compulsorily settled in some othet
district. A few of these ill-starred brethre
still remain near the capital of the provine
Iitomir, but the villagers have all been remosed
Ihave this from a gentleman who has just re
turned from prolonged travel there. Fiveorsiz
years ago there were probablys thousand Ster-
dists in the Volhynian villages. Where are they
mow? How have they been deported? Noon
knows. The newspapers are ignorantand silest,
and the Russian police tell no tales.—Missions
of the World.

The Sultan of Morocco is reported to be sead:
ing private emissaries into interior Afria ¥
propagate the Mobammedan religion, and 8t3
barrier to the advance of Christian powers.



.

1894

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

329

GLEANINGS.

“ A failure is impossible in Christian life until
we stop trusting in God.”

«It is hard for the Holy Spirit. to fill 2 man
who is already full of himself.’

“Live in the present that you may .e ready
for the future.”"—Charles Kingsley.

“You will not. zo to heaven when you die un-
less you get more than half-way there while you
live.”

Qur bravest and best lessons are not learned
through success, but through misadventure.—
Alcott.

Allthe precepts of the divine law are linked
together. Negligence in one single point may
lead to the destruction of all.

“Do you wish to strengthen your memory ?
Useit. Do you wish to possess a stronger faith ¢
Execise it on the promises of God.”

Miss Kate Marsden estimates that there are
ona million three hundred thousand lepersin the
world, of which China has the largest number,
Japsn stands second, India third.

Therefore, come what may, hold fast to love.
Though men should rend your heaxt, let them
not embitter or harden it. We win Il%,y tender-
ness, we conquer by forgiveness.—F. W. Robert-
0

Dr. Duff once told an Edinburgh audience that
ifthe ladies of that city would give him the cost
of that portion of their silk dresses which swept

the streets, he would support all his mission
schools in Indig.

It was discovered, when laying the corner-
stane for the new Methodist Ipiscopal Church
in Rome, that the building was being placed
ghove & monastery, which in turn was placed
above a heathen temple. :

We cannot render benefits to those from whom
wereceive them, or only seldom. But the bene-
fitwe receive must be rendered again, line for
line, deed for deed, to somebody. eware of too
much good staying in your hand!

Itis a high, solemn, almost awful thought for
every individual man that his earthly intluence,
which has had a commencement, will never
through all ages, were he the very meanest of
us, have an end I—Thomas Carlyle.

Set yourself earnestly to sec what you were
made to do, and then sef yourself earnestly to do
it; and, the loftier your purpose is, the more
sure you will be to make the world richer with
every enrichment of yourself.—Phillips Brooks.

Aclear sign that some of the is'ands of the
Gilbert group are coming out of heathenism is
thet the ¥ ing of Butaritari recently refused to
bgve any of his people go to San Francisco to
g:l\:tzo sn exhibition of heathen manners and
tustoms,

“Every one has in him a thirst for the water
of lﬁ%(\)xhether he consciously recognizes it or
tot. Some try to satis{y it with pleasure, others
vith the accumulation of wealth, others with
the pursuit of fame. But thé soul cannot be sat-
isied that way.”

A missionary in 1ndia speaks of the difference

tween those who have formerly heard and
those to whom the message is & new thing. The
latter listen, but there is no response of the
tart, Itis hard to speak to minds which have
10 idea of God's holiness and man's sinfulness.

It is a fact of much significance, and bears
directly upon the progress and prospective tri-
umph ¢ f the Kingdom of Christ, that in the cen-
tury which is drawing toward its close, copics of
the Bible or portions thereof have been issued in
320 languages, and that to-day the Holy Word is
practically within thereach of nearly nine-tenths
of the human race.

Dr. Lunn believes that the present decline in
misstonary income which all the societies both
in Eag.and and Awecrica, have to face, while
largely due to financial depression, is also the
result of the widespread opinion that idolatry is
not so bad a thing after all, and that heathen
nations may be saved by a regeneration of their
cwn creeds.—Missions of the World.

The Turks have been interfering with the work
of the American missionaries, closing their
schools, and annoying them in every possible
way. Parentsare ordered to take their children
from schoul, and threatened if they refuse.
Hence only two out of thirteen schools in tbhe
Province of Adana, and only five or six, out of
thirty,in the Latakiaragion are now in operation.

Dr. John Hall, of New York, in answer to the
question as to the cause of the prosperity of his
church, the Fifth Avenue, New York, said: ‘1
believe the real secret of our spiritual prosperity
has been the very pronounced and decided evan-
gelical preaching which has been maintained
from tﬁxe first.” He also pronounced it a great
mistake tosuppose that the working-classes of
America are aliensted from Christianity.

An Endeavorer assigns as the reason for join-
ing the C. I, Society, the conviction that it would
enable him to do some good in the church, and
also that it would prove a benefit to himself in
spiritual things. "These were not simply good
reasons ; they were the best reasons that canebe
offered. To honor God in doing good to our fel-
low-men and to promote our own spiritual inter-
e?ﬁfshould be to every Christian the great ends
of life,

The treatment of the sick in pagan lands seems
to be the result of cruelty as well as of the ignor-
ance of thie people. It issaid that in China red-
hot ncedles are driven into the eyes or under the
nails of asick person. An African missionary
writes of two little children whom he found
dead, their mothers having sought to cure them
by scoring them from head to foo., and the mis-
sionary counted over 400 wounds on the body of
one child.

A good old man was one day walking to the
sanctuary with his Bible in his band, when a
friend met him, and said, * Good moming‘, Mr.
Price; what are you reading there?” “Ah,

ood morning,” he replied, ‘I am reading m

ather’s will, as I walk along.” *‘ Well, an
whathasheleft you?” asked his friend. *“Why,
He has bequeathed to me a hundred fold more In
this life, and in the world to come life everlast-
ing.” The reply was the means of comforting
his Christian friend, who was at the time in sor-
rowful circumstances.

A young woman who had
evil life, lay dying. Throug
read to her, she had somehow ped the mercy
of God. _Just before the end. she put her hands
to_her brow, ¢“There areno thorns here,” she
said. ¢ He was bruised for any iniquities.” Then

ointing to one of her hands, “ There is no mark

Ereviously led a very
a single text once

ere,” she said, * He was wounded for my trans-

ressions.” Then clasping her hands across her

reast, whispered, ‘There is no spear wound
here. He died for me” and passed away into
the silent land.—Prof. Drummond.
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DEcEMue

The Samily CGirrle,
TEE DEVIL AT ;;;AYER-DIEETING.

[N
HE Devil learned of the interesting prayer-
meetings in the Presbyterian church and
went to see about them. Stopping at the par-
sonuge, on the way, he found the pastor praying
for & blessing on the meeting.

*Too late here,” said he, ““but T'll see what
can be done with the sexton. If Icannotcon-
trol I may neutralize the pulpit by managing the
man at the other end of the church. stupid
sexton is an antidote for an active pastor.”

*It is too cold here,” said he, af)proaching the
sexton. *‘Shut the windows, cloce the doors,
g;xotzgn”all heat, or you'll hear from the cold-

S.

The sexton obeyed.

“Take & back seat for once. You have so
much to say that you never enjoy the meeting
as you should,” said the prince of liars to Elder
Adams, the first comer.

The good man had worked hard all day, was
very tired, and took the north-east corner,
furthest from the leader's desk. )

‘¢ Have not you made yourself very prominent
of late?”’ inquired Satan, as Elder Thomas enter-
ed and made a bee-line for the front seat. “‘Sit
down by the door and show that you are humn-

ble.,”

‘The good man obeyed; and then the Devil
determined to play usher that night. He’ was
busy until after the pastor entered. Though
the worshippers were scattered, two front seats
8s usual were full.

Amands Stein, a maiden of twenty and more,
rll the better for her years beyond & score, re-
fused any other than her accustomed seat.
When Satan hissed, as she passed by him:
¥ Chief suat in the synagogue again,” she snap-

d back: “No; at the Master's feet with

ary.

“li;rominent. as usual,” he whispered to widow
Zurnee, who refused to take any other than her
regular front seat.

"hg‘ing to help my pastor,” the good woman
sighe , and sat down.

‘Always taking the place of your betters; and
get you mever speczk or pray,” he snevred, as
stuttering Abe Slocumn sat down in the second

d“ fg I let my presence speak for me,” respond-
2 e.

“‘lhere you o again, always eazer to show
ourself,” he hissed at LElder Bowers, who re-
used to stop short of the second row.

“ My pastor requests it,” sighed the simple-
minded man, forzetting that he had said only
the week before that each must do his duty, not
because the pastor requests, but Jesus asks it.

Arriving on time, the pastor was surprised at
the silence instead of the customary sonuxs by
2arly comers. His surpris:® was increased whe »
he saw, instead of a coinpact company, the pe
ple scattered ail over the large room. Though
something was wrong, he made no remark but
pegan the service at once by giving out a hymn.

_Few arrived late, and Satan took charge of the
smgi%. though he did not sing. Why should
he?” He cautioned one about a wweak throat,
another about hoarseness, reminded others that
their singing had been unfavorably criticised;
and then set them criticising_those who sang.
He called attention to cracked voices, false
tones, poor time, flattening of notes, and, in
fact, every conceivable defect. Satan is a mas-
texly critic if he searches for faults in good in-

tentions. PBefore the second verse ended the
Devi seemed satisfied.

. When the meeting was thrown open there wag
silencc. The pastor was amazed ; 50 was every
one else except Satan. He was delighte]
though he give the two front rows an angry
look, for he could do nothing with those sitting
there,

After waiting for what seemed half an hoyp
though it was fifty seconds by the clock, Elder
Bowers, timid soul, whc rarely spoke and gel-
dom prayed unless immediately after another
arose and offered prayer. !

¢ Can't do anything with him,” muttered the
Devil, as he bent all his energies on the other.
further back.

A prolonged silence followed the hymn after
the elder’s prayer. A chill rested on the meetin
that made the Devil glad. He believed bis wo:
done, and moved up to the heater, lest he take
cold from the spiritual chill in the room.

¢ Will the sexton kindly cpen a window? The
room is very close,” said the pastor.

Again there was silence broken by and hyas
the minister, who seldom spoke except to give
direction to the meeting, e tha brethren not
forget that it was their meeting, not his, and
that it was a good time for new voices.

This was what Amos Stark had longad far;
and he was on his fect, telling that four weeks
ago in that place he had given himself to Christ;
and those had been the af)piesb four weeks o
his life. He had tried . , *~ll about it before, but
could neither find time nor courage.

It was neither a long nor eloquent address, but
i$ made the Devil angry. Muttering ““I'l attend
to you before you come here again,” he hasteped
to keep the people quiet who were arousing.

He failed to keep Philip Ahrent, who never
spoke or prayed except on stormy nights, still.
In broken English but carnest tones, the humble
German prayed the Lord to send another kind of
gngel than the one sent to Daniel in the lion’s

en.

‘“Sncrilege! Blasphemy! hissed the Devil in
the cars of the elders, as he leaped from one to
another. But he had closed their mouths too
complctely.  They thought in silence. FEven
Elder Kingsland, who partly rose to his feet to
pray, sank back when the Deril told him people
woulddsn.y the mouth of the lion was open. if he
prayed.

Amanda Stein, who nearly a year before had
brought her letter from the Methodist Church,
s1w now a chance to testify for her Mas'er; and
she rose to do it. She said that her heart had
often been so full that she had hardiy been able
to keep silent, and now must tell what Jesus
had done for her soul. Closing, she said her
]ﬁcm:tl, was too full of Christ to leave room for the

evil.

Satan was confounded. The custom. respegt-
cd since its organization, that no woman speak
in its mectings, had been broken. Still mare,
those two injunctions of the Apostle Paul about
women speaking in church, with which for cen:
turies he had gagged Presbyterian women, bsd
actually been ignored, broken by an old maid
Nor was that all. Women, if allowed. would
cngage in every department of church work,and
then fareweR to his power and davs of leisure
Something must be done at once. Rushing for
iously to ex-Elder Burke, he bade him denonnet
Amands, and forever keep woman silent in that
church.. Before the vencrable man could decide
what to do, widow Gurnee arose, and, in gentle
womanly voice, said that she was glad of the
opportunity to teli how precious her Savior had
been since her husband’s death mnever befor
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had she realized his power to keep and comfort

his people. *‘If his presence is so delightful

gow what will it be in heaven?”

By this time Mr. Burke was on his feet, and

he began his address thus:

¢ Brethren, I agree with the Apostle Paul"—

“So do hrother,” interrupted the pastor.

He says, ‘I entreat you to help those women

which labor with me in the Gospel, and so I en-

treat all of you, brethren.”

Poor old Mr. Burke! His speech remained

upspoken, and he sat down.

Satan did not give up, and hurried to find
~another champion of his cause. Meanwhile
- Mrs, Warner, a blessed saint left from the last
barvest for Heaven, said:

“Dear friends, I am glad that the words of our

‘or give me permission to speak. Before, I
me often desired to tell what the Lord has done
frme, and to give others a helpful word; and
it secined that the Sﬁirit, was prompting me;
jet I thought it must be my own heart, for the
wstom of the church conld hardly be at vari-
ance with the Spirit’s prompting.”

Itis enough to say that the remainder of her
sdress, brief, pointed, intensely spiritual and
dlifying, was listencd to by ali: but it did not
suit the Devil. He had old Mr. Mears up as
son as Mrs. Warner sat down, The venerable
men said 3
“Women are forbidden to speak in churches,
wt by custom but by Scripture.”

Then he quoted Paul's instruction to the Cor-
inthians and to Timothy, and sat down.

Janet DMcPherson., a quaint, quick-witted
Sotch woman, asked Mr. Mears if every injunc-
tonof Paul a plied to our times.

“Certainly {” replied Mr. Mears, with empha-
ssand Dignity.

“Then we must et each other with a hol
bssat the end of this and every other meeting,”
wsponded Janet; ¢ because the Apostle enjoins
that in buth Epistles to the Corinthians.”

Mr. Burke, Mr. Mears and the Devil were the

aly solemn ones in the house, and they left soon
ster, though not exactly in company. Mr.
Buke promised that he would never attend
wother meyermeeting if women were allowed
tospeak ; Mr, Means said he had been insulted,
ud the Devil declared that Lie Lad made a fool
sthimself. Said he:
“When next I think of taking charge of a live
Presbyterian _ prayer-meeting, I will stay at
bme, or else I will go first to the house of those
vhoattend, and fix them all right. Those two
font rows did all the mischiet; and the weak-
stpeople were in then, too.”

When the meeting resumed its quiet dignity

e was an old-titme service; and the people
vondered what had been the matter at the
teginning,
“I'want to ask a question,” said the pastor,
“en about to close the meeting. All who pray-
dfor a blessing on the meeting before they
aze, please hold up their hands.”

Every one in the two front rows raised a hand.
ose sitting further back were glad that he did
wiask them to lift theirs, They had not prayed
*ere coming,
ite pastor simply said, by way of explanation:
Iyou want to know what was the matter
ik our mecting at the beginning, just think
st kept so many hands down.” Independent.

“Setting out a sinner in the church with the
meciation that he will grow into a saint is like
';'iecmlds plan of planting sticks and looking
‘@ them to become trees.”

THE POWER OF PRAYER.
A STRIKING INCIDENT OF MOODY'S EXPERIENCE,

‘IR‘ Mooby, in the first two of his recent To-

ronto meetings, spoke on Praycer. The

power of it; and the necessity for it in carrying
on religious work.

“I have no doubt, said he, that hundreds of
Christian people have the idea that they have
nothing to do in this work more than attending
the mectings. They are laboring under the
dclusion that they have no intluence, that they
have no dpower socially or religiously. Their
bousehold cares are so numerous that it will
take all their time to look after them, and,
although they may attend some of these meet-
ings, they don’t think that they can do much
towards extending this work. I want to say
that there is not a man or & woman that loves
the Lord Jesus Christ but that may have a part
in this work, and I don’t know but that you ma
accomplish a great deal more than the preacher.

A WOMAN'S POWER WITH HEAVEN,

In 1872 I went to London—a year before Br.
Sa* key and myself went over—tu spend a few
months in getting acquainted with some of those
men of God who knew their Billes a good deal
better than some Christians I had met.

I was in the Old Bailey prayer-meeting one
Saturday noon, where the Sunday School Union
have meetings for Sunday School teachers, and
at the close of that meeting a minister wanted
to know if I wi«1d not preach for him on the
next Sabhath. I told him I would 0e very giad
to. I went to the north end of London next
morning and spoke, with no unusual interent, in
fact, I thought the service rather quiet.

I was to speak again at 6.30 in the evening,
and that evening while I was speaking it seemed
as if the powers of the unseen world fell upon
me. The nighty power of God seemed to lif
the congregation, and when I had got through I
asked those who would like to be Christians to
rise, and they rose by the hundreds,

I said to myself:—*These people have mis-
understood the invitation.” I thought I would
just test them again. I said. ¢ Would all those
that want to become Christians, who are not
Christians, mect the pastor and myself in the
chapel back of the pulpit,” and they filled that
room full, aisles and ail. I said, ‘‘These people
have misunderstood me again®; and after
explaining the way of life the best 1 kaew how,
I said: “To-morrow night your pastor will be
%lad to meet you here alone.” I had to go to

ablin ; but the next Tuesday I got a telegram
from the %nstor asking me to come back at once.

I went back and stayed there for ten days,
and they took 400 into that church, and all the
other churches around were blessed moreor less.

Let me tell you the sequel of that. There was
a member of that church that had been bed-
ridden for years, and she was becoming very
much discouraged. She thought she could do
nothing, but one day she thought she could
pray, if nothin else, and she prayed that God
would revive the church, and she poured her
heart out to God in prayer.

She had seen something in some paper that z
had said or done in America, and she prayed to
God to send me to that church.

When her sister came home at noon she said .
—*IVho do you think preached for us to-day?”
“Idon’'t know.” was the repiy. ‘“Guess,” said
her sister.  Finally she gucsscd Mr. Moody
from Americs, and said, “I know what that

means, It is the answer to the prayer, God has
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sent,” and when they had brought her dinner
she raid, “No, I am going to fast.”

All that afternoon she was holding me up to
God in prayer, and when I was preaching she

was m{ling to God, beseechin , entreating the
Lord to hear the prayer and revive the work in
that church. .

I believe that it was not my preaching, but the
power of that woman’s prayers, that brought us
this blessing. When you and I get to heaven it
may be that we will find out that those who have
accomplished the most have been men and
women who were never heard of in theirservices,
but who in secret and at their family altars
prayed to God.

*We can all pray, * said Mr. Moody.

A iittle child five years old can pray, and many
times the great God of heaven has heard the cry
of a littlc child and answered it wih great
blessing.”

Such prayer need not be confined to special
occasions. God can hear and answer it just as
well for the every day preaching of the Gospel.
One reason why such preaching is not more
fruitful is the lack of prayer.

WHEN YE PRAY, FORGIVE.
AN AWFUL PICTURE OF SIN'S POWER.

Mr. Moody at his recent meetings in Toronto,
gave an incident that he had met in his work,
which is startling in the awful Xictnre it gives of
the *‘grip "of sin upon a soul. Afterstatingt’ at
one th niwhich keeps a good many people from
prayinz is that they do not forgive, and calling
attention to the fact that the only portion of the
prayer taught by Christ to His disciples that R~
took pains to explain, was that portion relating
to forgiveness; Mr. Moody s:1id :—*“ A gentleman,
once asked me to speak to his wife about becom-
ing a Christian. I went to her. She shed man
tears and seemed to be in great affliction, and
thought I would have no_trouble in lifting her
into the light. Iexplained passages of the Scrip
ture to her, and came back again the next day.
I found her in a very wretched state of mind.

1 began to think that the woman was a Christ-
ian and she didn't know it, and I was going to
tell her that she was. But I kept ount of that
business. ‘Dcn’t you tell her,” XI'taid; ‘let the
Holy Ghost tell her: there may be some sin you
don't know anything about’

I got her on her knees, and I started to say
the Lord’s Prayer. Isaid to her, ‘ Repeat it after
me, if you can, from the huart.  When I got to
the sentence, ‘Forgive ne my trespasses as 1
forgive them that trespass against me,’ she
st.pned. 1Isaid, ‘Goon, and that woman, who
had been weeping so bitte:ly, said, ¢ Tlereis vne
woman I will never forgive.”

I aid, ‘Ivis all plain 1ow 5 Iseewhy itis you
den’t become a Christian.' *“*W.at !’ she said,
‘do y u pretend to tell merhat I cannot become
a Christian with«ut forgiving that woman?’
*No, I don’t,’ I said; ‘God tells you’ *‘Then,’
she said, ‘I cannut become a Christ.an.’

Two years ago she went out of her mind in
Chicago, and the newspapers said that she had
rone mad on account of religion. Nothing of
the kind; it was for the wantof it. She nursed
that hatred until she became mad.”

Goodness expands the heart and makes it
humble. The Jarger, the better, the nobler your
heart is, the more you will be inclined to make
allowance for others, and the more you will say
and feel : “God be merciful to me a sinner.'—
Robertson.

HOME LIFE OF THE SHOP GIRL,

‘Women whose life are full and rounded, wp,
Eknow the touch of baby fingers, the love apg
Erotection of husband, the cheer of hLome, ;

appy fireside around which, at eventide, gadm
their little world, can scarcely realize the homs
life of the working women. A hall bedroog
three flights back, which * no one had ever con.
plained of before as being cold”; a bed whig
pretends to bea ““ mantel " (during the day), apd
1s found at night to have been fitly named;,
chair and a painted bureau ; a tiny shelf, holding
a photograph or two and a nickle clock; and i}z
home of the average shop girl is complete.

‘Women who can at eight o'clock in the mon.
ing turn over and take another nap, then rie
and sip their coffee leisurely, while the baby js
brought in for his good-morning kiss, hardly
sense that the nickel clock rasped out itsalarm
for the women of the hall bed-rooms three hours
before. No time for leisurely dressing there!
She must hurry into damp skirts and shoes, pia
on her hat as she glides down the dark stair
stoppin% on the first floor long enough to timidy
ask the landlady if she ‘“ will sec that the wip
dow is closed should it rain,” then out into tis
deserted streets to walk several blocks for breat.
fast. After which farce, the more fortunate e
ride, but the majority walk to their work, be ths
distance long or short. A long, hard day, thea
supﬁer, as an incident on the way home, and the
dark hall bedroom again, with the disurder
the morning undisturbed. Perhaps tu nightste
will mend a rent or wash a handkerchaf, but
thislast is “ not allowed.” So it must_be dees
stealthily and the handkerchief crowded intola
pocket while still damp.

Should one of the opposite sex chance to cal
upon her, the young man of the house will raie
his eycbrows and stare at ber impudeully s
their next meeting. Should twoletters be delis
ered for her during the week the landlady wdl
glare at her and “‘wish it to be distinctlg under
stood that there is something else to be do.
here besides answering the postman’s ring.” &%
never sits down and expects a visit, never hang
a picture, arranges a screen, or listens to lit
home talks. Noone tells her “ good-bye; tait
care of yourself, dear,” in the morning, or s
at night, I have missed you through the dey.”
Sundays are like weekday evenings, and I know
working girls who dread them, preferring har
arssing toil to the blank loneliness of the hll
room. How plaintive such a life! Ifancy It
written onsome of their faces Barbara Wetherds
trusting little poem :

** ie’ll ;ave mo time in heaven—
Ho is 50 good—[ know,
Togather up tho love Iy things
I’se had to miss below.”

Tact in Social Life.

Every man has his faults, his failings, 3
liarities, eccentricities. |

Every onc of us izl
himself crossed by such failings of others fnS.
hour to hour, and if he were to resent themal
lifc would be intolerable. If for every outbars
of bhasty temper, and for every rudeness ths |
wounds us in cur daily path, we were to demasd
an apolo- ¥, require an explanation, or resentit’
by retaliation, daily intercourse would be u‘.’-l
possible. Social lif¢ consists in that gilded ted
which avoids contact with the sharp angularits
of character, which dees not seck to fldjllSi ' 3
cure them aIl, but covers themas if it did notses 1

There is a wide difference between makingd
business of one’s religion and making 3 relip®
of onc’s business,
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A SUNNY FACE.

Wear it. It is your privilege. It has the
quality of merey, it is twico blessed. It blesses
fspossessor and all who come under its Lenign
nfluence ; it is & daily boon to him who wears
i,and a constant, ever-flowing benediction to
dlhis friends. Men and womenr, youth and chil-
dren, seek the friendship of the sunny faced. All
doors are open to those who smile. All social
drcles welcome cheeriness A sunny face is an
cpen sesame to heart and home. By it burdens
velightened, cares dispelled, sorrows banished
1od hope made to reign triumphant, where fear,
dubt and despondency held high canival.

Get the glow and radiance from such nearness
tothe throne as God parmits to his own. DBring
tom a holy and divine communion a face lumin-
ws with Hght and let it glow and shine on all
wound. A little child on the sireet of a great
dty wishing to cross at a point where the surg-
itg throng and the passing vehicles made the
fut dangerous to the strong, and especially to
te weak, paused, hesitated and then asked a
mony-faced gentleman to carry her across. It
wasthe sunny face that wo the child’s confi-
gemez. Childhood mnalkes no mistakes.—ZEx.

HOW TO CONFESS SIN.

Ar. Moody told his hearers the other day in
wery p' in practical terms that the only way to
wafess & sin is tv undo it as far as possible.

“If a person attempted to pray and f.uud
there was some =in in his life, the first thi.zg to
e done was to wipe out that sin, otherwise Gul
would not heaxr the prayer. Not only must the
appliant confess his sin, but he must make
mstitution. If he had $5 that belonged to
another man and he was not willing to pay him
that $5, s prayer would avail him nothing.
fhere was so much rascality and dishonesiy,
ad men made long prayers when they were all
wTORg.

It was idle to ask God to answer a prayer for
awrong when the individual could straighten it
aut himself. People might endow chiurches and
cclleges to ease their consciences, but if they
kad got their money dishonestly God would not
receive it  He did not want anything that had

ctised more in the churches before thorough
Christian work could be done. No man by
amply geing to church and saying ¢ Hallelujah,
2 aise God. " was going to cover up his rascality.
Theonly way to atone for onc's sins was God's
way. lf a person souzht to hide his sins he
would net prosper, but if he coniessed them God
would hear him. No man or woman could pray
who was n~t willing to make restitution,

If the spirit of God brought to a man’s mind
sme wrong, some false report that was calcul-
sied tohurt some one, e must go and straighten
132 cut at once. If he had somecthing that
telonzed to some one else, it must be returned.
it hgﬁaa not suflicient money to do it, he must
deorive himself of the luxuries of life. and pay
tuk the last dollar. That act would speak
-oader than ten thou<and hallelujahs or sermous.

Not to enjoy lifa, but to employ life, ought to
b oar aim aud aspiration.

“The greatest humbug in the world is the idea
that money can make 2 man happy. 1 never
g-'tdan satisfaction with mine untiY I began to

o with it."—~Charles Pratt.

When the service of the L~rd seems bard, it is

because we are but imperfectly performing it.—
P, Mercer.

]
|
1
|
'

Yuiernational S. § Fessons

9th December.
Christ Teaching by Parables.

Les. Luke 8: 4-15. Gol. Text Luke 8: 11.
Mem. vs. 11 5. Catechism Q 105.

It is the autumn of the second year of Christ’s
ministry, the year that was spent in Galilee.

It is the evening of that busy day recorded in
Lesson viii. That evening 1le crossed the Sea of
Gallilee, and though a tempest rages e is so
weary that lesleeps through the storm. On the
other side a great crowd is gathered, and Jesus
s{)caks out of the boat as lle had done earlier in
the season.

It is a new era in Christ’s teaching, viz., teach-
ing by parables. Ilerctofore lis teaching has
been plain, straightforward instruction. 1le has
taught for nearly two years without the parable,
now lle adopts a differeat method, which will
perhaps win some by its novelty, while enemies,
who are watching to entrap 1llim in His words,
will have less opportunity.

The lesson is one of a group of cight parables
spoken at this time, (seven of them are given by
Matthew and one by Mark). Tach one is intend-
cd to teach some particular lesson regarding the
Kingdom of God.

Thie imagery of the parablle is from the scene
bLefore him.  He is seated in the boat facing the
shore and the people, the hills that rise behind
then have fields of grain, and in these fields, way-
sides, with nothing growing upon them, thin
suil with withered ears of grain, weeds where
grain was choked, and waving stretches of golden

grain.

Then Ile looked into the hearts of the people
and the way they received the Word that lie
taught, and [Ie saw Low like these hearts were
to the fickds before him, and He s;ake the parable

, wWhich teaches of the different hinds of hearcers,

[

i

‘

teaches the reception that the Word meets with
in the world.
THE FOUR CLASSES OF HEARERS.
1. The wayside, where there is no result from
the sowing.
In Palestine fields are not fenced. They are

benstolen. Restitution must be preached and | plowed close up to the pathway =~ Asthe sced is

sown near, some seed will fall on that hard
trodden way, but it cannot sink into the earth.
The birds are on the watch, and pick it up.

So sin indulged always hardens the heart,
deadens the feehngs, and sears the conscience,
and when the truth is heard by some it makes
no impression. and is forgotten, or, as Christ says,
Satan catches it away. How often in church the
Word is heard. bnt forgotten ere the door is
reached.

2. Rocky ground hearers.

In many places there was a covering of earth
over the rock. The seed being near the surface
would soon come up and would makea fair
show. In the hot summer it would dry up and
wither away.

So with hearers whose emotions are touched,
perhaps, during a revival season, or at snme
other time. They make for a tismea fair show.
Afte- a time their emotions cool. In time of
temptation, from appetite, avarice, or any other
cause, they vield to it, and their relizious pro-
fession is at an end.  There was no reul change
of heart, nothing but a stirring of the feelings.

3. The thorny ground hearers.

In some places thera as here, the ground would
be seeded with weeds. When the graia began to
grow the weeds would grow too. Soon the grain
would be choked.
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Some hearers li sten to the Gospel, but anxieties
about worldly matters, or the eagerness to get
rich, or vleasure of one kind or another, so fills the
heart that they have no thought for anything
clse. The world is full of such heurers to-day,
church-goers who are too intent on gain or plea-
sure to give thought to reli sion.

4. The fruitful hearers.

In much of the field tnesced fell unto good
soil and bare good fruit.

So in many cases, the seed of Divine Truth
falls into hearts where it brings forth fruit uato
eternal life.

Lssoxs.

1. Everyone that hears the Gospel is in one of
those classes of hearers.

2. The fruitage must depend upon two things
what we hear and how we hear.

3. The Word of God is the onsy seed from
which spiritual fruit can be expected.

4. *““In the morninz sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thy hand.”

5. Hearers should be sowers.

8, In which class of hearers am 1%

16tk December.
The Twelve Sent Forth.

Tes. Matt. 10: 5-16. Gol. Text, Matt. 10: 7.
Mem. vs. 7-11. Catechism C. 106.

This second year of Christ’s ministry has heen
called the year of developments, because in it He
made several new departures in His work, thus
making preparation for His leaving. One of
these things was the choice of twelve men to be
His speci messeniers after His departure ; an-
other was teaching by parables as in last lesson ;
still another in to-day's lesson, where He, for the
first time, sends others forth to preach.

He saw the multitudes as sheep without a
shepherd. There were more than He could over-
take, so He sent forth the twelve to preach and
heal, as He had been doing. Ie had chosen
them in the spring, sce Lesson vi. It was now
autumn. They had been with Him in a practi-
cal training school all summer.

1. Where they were to go, 1s. G, 6.

How strict the charge. Only to Jews; not to
Samaritams or Gentiles. Why this? The mes-
sage they had was only for Jews who were look-

ing for 2 Kingdom of God, and telling them!

that the kingdom had come. It had nomeaning
for the Gentiles. It was in substance the mes-
sage which John preached.

They were also given power to work miracles,
in proof of their mission, and these miracles,
like those of Jesus, were not merely exhibitions
of power, but works of help and healing. This
help was to be given freely, for it had cost them
nothing.

4. Their support, vs. 9, 10.

They were not to troubie tiking their support
with them, but to receive it from those for whom
they labored.

5. Where they should lodge, v=. 11-13.

When they came to any town they were to in-
ju.re for some respectable people, and stay there,
and not stay with those whose reputation might
injure their work.

146.1 The consequence of not receiving them, vs.

, 13,

16'.;. How ther were to conduct themselves, v.

There was a measure of rudeness and lawless-
aess, and they were to be wise and prudent in
their sayings and doings. This was theirsafety.
The same advice is & 1. ood one for all workers for
Christ yet.

23 Dec.
The Prince of Peace.
Les. Is. 9: 2.7.° Gol. Text, 1. 9: 7.
Mem. vs. 6, 7. Catechism Q. 107,

I. The condition of God’s people.

. “Innation Jdarkness.” See2Xings, 15:3;
16. 4-8 17; 2 Chron. 28: 5-8. All their ¢nemies,
Isriel, Damascus, and Assyrvia, had attacked
them, killing manyand carrying more captive.
Then, when she was brouzht low, other old ene.
mies attacked her, the Edomites on the one side
and the Fhilistines gn the other. Read 2 Chron,
28:18; Is.1-7, 9. To help himself in his trouble,
King Abaz asked the Kingof Assyria, Tegleth
Pil za, to come and help him, giving him in par.
ment golden dishes and ornaments from the
gggnple. ‘The stone tablets of Ninivelh confirm

i-.

2. In spiritua. darkness. Idolatry of the worst
kind had been brought in among the people. See
Ps. 2: 6-8,20; 8:19. Sabad did It b:come that
the temple doors were shut, and incense offering
ceased, (see 2 Chron. 23: 14), while everything
about the place was left to filth and decay, 2
Chron. 29: 3, 16.

II. The prospects of God’s people.

A brighter day was coming, and was now fore
told. It was seven hundred years before Christ
should come, but the prophet gives a glowing
Eicturc of His kingdom; oppression shail b-

roken, war and battle scenes shall passaway
as if consumed with fire, and the coming Prince
shall be A& Wonderful and Mighty one whese
kingdom shall never end.

LEssoxNs.
1. Am I in that kingdom now? |
2. Has my life the marks by which it shall ke
known ! |

3. What am I doing to extend it to the ends o
the earth?

30 Dec.
Review.

The time of the Review is the second yerof
Christ’s ministry, the year He spent in (alilee.

The events of this second year may be summed
up as foliows :

1. Christ went up tothe Passoverin Jeru<alen
in April, at the beginning of His summers
l work.

2. He tried_twice to teach His townsmend
Nazareth, and was rejected. .

3 He made three preaching tours throogh
Galilee with His disciples.

4. He chost twelve apostles, trained them for
some months, and then sent them ierth to
preach.

5. He preached the sermon on the Mount.

6. Began to speak in parables. .

7. Wrought miracles almost continuou iy &
He preached.

Review the lessons and their dates and places
and aborve all their teachings. Read the Recor
Noles for the quarter.

The power of the Sabbath Scheol {escht
depends upon the vigor of his spiritual life.
capacity to impress the truth upon the nindar
heart depends upon the degree in which his 07
heart is under the influence of the Holy S
If he goes to his work after having sought Divi ;
aid in carnest })mycr, hie can_ hardly be a o
teacher; and if he is habitual in the dischar
of this ciuty be will soon see that his lzbor is
in vain.
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INTARIO AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE
REOPENED ON THE 2xp OF OCGTOBER

TFull coursp of lectures, with practical instruction on
Agriculturo, Live Stock, Dairying, Veterinary beience,
Chemistry, Geology, Botany, Horticulture, English Liter-
stare, Composition, Arithwetic, Mensuration, and Book-
keeping. Justthe kind of education needed by young men
intending to be farmers. . .

For circulurs, giving full information as to course of
study, terms of admissiun, cost, ete., apply to

JAMES MILLS, M. A.

Guelph, Ont. President.

232 ST. JAMES STREET, - - - -

MiSCELLNEOUS. [ TR KTIIRE

THEOLOGICAL

All tho latest and best at

W. DRYSDALE & CO.,
MONTREAL

S. S. Libraries, Magazines at lowest prices.
Queries answered, quotations given frecly.

‘go,’ except they are pushed.
Cliristians are those frozen at the mowth.”

“Wheelbarrow Christians are those who wont
Arctic River

FLIES IN THE OINTMEHNT.

Sulkiness.

Stinginess.

Procrastination.

Half-heartedness.

Leck of perseverance.

A fault-finding habit,

Pre-emirence seeking.

Lack of co nsideration,

Neglect of little duties.

Doing things by halves,

One-sided views of things.

Jealousy of others’ success.

Shirking one's responsibility.

Lack of sy upathy for others trials.

Lack of attention to personal habits.

Failure to improve one's spare moments,

Failure to keep one’s promises to the full.

Making self the chief topic of conversation.

Failure to meet the engagement at the exact
e.

Failure to carry the Christlike spirit .nto every

' actof the life.~Ew.

~ “As soup without salt sois religion withoud
¢heerfulness. Call it what you will, nobody
' wants it.’

- "It is astonishing how soon_the conscience e-
: ﬁins tounravel if & six;ile stitch is dropped. One

ttle sin _indulged makes a hole you could put
your head through.”

AScotehministermade the following announce-
ment from the pulpit: *“ Weel, friends, the kirk
isurgently in need of siller, and as we have failed
toget money honestly, we will have to see what
abazaar can do.”

The final distribution of distilled corn is neat.y
ot by & Canadiaa: *From a bushel of corn a
stiller gets four gallons of whisky, which re-
tails at %16. The Government gets $3.60, the
farmer who raises the corn grts 40 cents, the
rilway gets $1, the manufacturer gets 84, the
retailers get 87, and the consumer gats—drunk.”

“It seems to be the peculiar mission of many in
life to thrust their porcupine quills into every-

y they meet. They delight i sharp thrusts
and in drawing blood. It isnota lovely occupa-
tion, but it falls in with an unsanctified and re-
sentful nature. The more one_yiclds to the dis-
psition to say cutting and bitter things, the
more-it grows upon him, and the greater annoy-
gcc (gloes he become both in society and in the
thareh.”
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IN THE SELECTION OF

A CHOICE CIFT:

) or of an addition to one’s library, elegance
» and usefuluess will be found combined in

y WEBSTER'S INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY &

o e Successor of the
¢ Unabridged.”

Standard of the @
U. 8. Gov't Print- ¢
ing Office, the U.S, §
Supreme Courtand ¢
of rnearly all the
Schoolbooks.

Warmly com-
monded by eve:
by State Surerintend-
2 entof Schools, and
other Educators al-

B most without num-
T ber.

A Coliege President writes: ¢ For
“ease with which tho eyo finds the
“word sought, for accuracy of defini-
“tion, for effective methods in indi- ¢
“cating pronunciation, for terse yet
* comprehensive statements of facts,
“and for practical use as a working g
) ‘ dictionary,’ Webster’s International’ ¢
‘excels any other single volume.”

The One Great Standard Authority,

So writ~a Hon, D. J. Brewer, Justice U. S.

Supreme Court.

G.& C. MERRIAM CG., Publishers,
p Spriugfield, 3ass., U.S.A.

@ 23~ Send to the pnblishers for free pamphlet.

& 29 Do not buy cheap reprints of ancicut editions, ¢
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{ dancing.”

; ture.
. ous and attractive disguises. Exclude it as you
; would the germs of pestilence. To effectually
protect your homes from its baleful infiuence,
; supply them with healthy literature.
" easy to cultivate a good as a depraved literary
taste in children.
~ and what they read will exert an important in-
" fluence in their character. Let your most earnest
: effort be ¢xerted to keep out of the house the
: sensational novel,
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WHY A LADY DID NOT DANCE.
* Dancingwould lead me into crowded rooums

B and late hours, which are anul‘l(Jllb to health
: and usefulpess.

2. Dancing would lead me into very close con-

" tact with very pernicious company ; and evil
. comnmunications corrupt good manners.

3. Dancing would require me to use and permit

freedoms with the other sex of which I would be
: heartily ashamed, and which I believe to be
* wroug.

4. Most ministers and good people disapprove

of dancing, and I think it is not safe to set my-
. self against thewm ; if a thing be even doubtful, I
i wish to be on the safe side.

5. Dancing has a bad name, and I mean to

. study things that are pure and lovely and of good
- report,

6. Dancing is often accompanied by drinking,

 and drinking produces u great deal of evil.

7. Iam told dancing is a great temptation and

 snare to young men, and I do not wish to have
" anything to do with leading them astray.

8. Dancing unfits the mind for serious reflec-

" tion and prayer, and I mean to do nothing that

will estrange me from God and my Saviour.

9. There are plenty of graceful exercises and
cheerful amusements which have none of the
bjections connected with them that lie against

QUARANTINE YOUR HOUSE.
You must quarantine against immoral litera-
This is a deadly poison. It comes in vari-

It is as

They will read something,

the blood-curdling tales of

vice, the obscene pictures, the whole flood of
. wicked, degraded, crime-preducing literature

? that threatens us.
. good papers, magazines and hook«.
with a chaste story and keep them supplied with
. wholesome knowledge.
* pare your son for the ccll of a felon.
. may vitiate the whole life of your daughter.~ Fr.

Put in reach of your families
Bait them

A had book may pre-
A novel

KEEP RIGHT WITH GOD.
A child of God should not. leave his budrouin

in the morning without being on good terms
. with his God.

We should not dare go intu the

world and feel, “I am out of harmony with m)

. Lord.
_ soul.”
; matters before we separate for the day;
. part wi'h a Kiss.

All is not right between God and my
In domestic life w e are wise if we syuare
let us
This method of unbroken fel-

G

lowship should be carefully maintained toward.
toward God. Be at perfect rest with him,

“ Acquaint thyself with him, and be at peace,'
for thereby good shell come unto thee.” If you'
cannot get rest with God, perhaps some fault of’
character may prevent you enjoying that perfost’
rest. Sce where the flaw is. Are you livingiy
any sin? If so, the sun may have risen, hub
there is a bandage over your eyes; you will still’
be in the dark. Get rid of that which blmcls‘4
you. Or are you trusting yourself as well as
trusting in Christ? Are you relying on 3ourax
perience? Then I do not wonder if you miss the
rest of faith. Getrid of all that spoils the sim;
plicity of your faith. Come to the Lord, zmd'
rest in him; tell out your grief to Jesus, andhe’
will breuthe. on you and say, ‘“‘Peace be unto
you.—Our Young Folks.” F

THE EVERLASTING ARMS. :

One of the sweetest passages in the Bible is;
this one: “Underneath are the everlosting
arms.” It is not often preached from, perhapl
because it is felt to be so much richer and m(m
touching than anything we ministers can. ssy,
about it. But what a vivid idea it gives of the
divine support! The first idea of infancyis. oi
resting in arms which maternal love neverallows
to become weary. Sick-room experxencescoi
firm the impression when we have seen a feghls
mother or sister lifted from the bed of pain’}
the stronger ones of the household. In the ca%
of our Heavenly Father, the arms are felt;
not seen. The invisible secret support comeés
the soul in ‘ts hours of weakness or trouhle'fu'
God knowe' h our feebleness, he remembers that
we are but dust.~7. L. Cuyler, D.D. K

YORGET SELF.

It is almost as presumptuous to think )'ouwl
do nothing as to think you can do e\erythmg.
The latter folly supposes that God exhanmd
himself when he made you ; but the former sup:}
poses that God made a hopeless blunder wheily
he made you, which is quite as impious for )'c!la

to think. This false humility, which enfeebl&:
and paralyzes, in distinction from the true hu’m}.
lity which stimulates, comes from an 0“(,x
thought about self, and so is really pride. An.
man, who is good for anything, if he is alvra)‘s ;
thinking of himself, will come to think humelf.’
good for nothing very soon. Hence, the b&‘
thing to do is to stop thinking about self; b
shake oft’ this poisoning self-consciousness, Lig
oversense of one’s own personality, to fo
self by becoming absorbed in the desire tes
God and bless vur fellow-muen. Duty and T
are two powcers which will rescue us from
bundage -duty to him above us, love to
around us. Here is our hope for all noble'
truly humble work. This puts us into rightzel
tions with others, and freces us from thoscfﬂse ;
relations which cripple and barm. —Braoks. -




