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MEETING OF SYNOD.

{In our last we gave an account of the
proceedings of Synod during the first and
. .} part of the second day’s proceedings. We

|i then omitted to mention that the Rev.James
Woatson of Economy, had been elected
Moderator.]

A simed

‘W EDNESDAY, June 25th,

At the 2fternoon sederunt the report of
1} the Committee on Sabbath School Educa-
{1 tiun was called for. The Convener stated
that as no instructions had been given,
and the measures which they had formerly
proposed not havingbeen adopted, nothing
fartherhad been done. Presbyteries were
{} directed to add to the questions used at
Presbyterial visitation one or more to the
session, to elicit the state of the Sabbath
Schools under their charge. The Com-
mittee was then discharged.

The report of the Board of Home Mis-
sions was then called for and read by the
Secretary. It gave a detailed account of
the labors of the preachers in employment
during the past year, as also Missicnary
labour done by settled Ministers. The re-
port was after consideration received and
the diligence of the committee approved.

The report having brought to the notice
of the Synod the question of the propriety
of licensing some of the young men now
studying for the ministry who may be found
qualified, a long discussion ensued, which
continued till the hour of adjournment.—
It was agreed on all hands, that nothing
should be done to lower the standard of
minjsterial qualification; but that efforts
should rather be made to raise it, but it
was urged that the cails for ministerial
Jabour were most pressing. and urgent,and
the means at our disposal extremely limi-
ted—that . while as a general measure,
shortening the term of study would not be
advisable, yet that on such an emergeney

ly demanded—that sexeral of our students
were far advanced in .then studies, and

it seemed net only justified but imperative- |

sing—that qualification did not depend
upon the length of time employed? in
study,—one being as well qualified after
two years study as’ another after four—
that the plan had been adopted in other
churches, particularly in the early days of
the Secession, some of the most useful
of the fathers of our church in this Pro-
vince, having been licensed before the
completion of their studies. Inopposition
it was urged that deviating from our usual
practice even in an emergency had a ten-
dency to lower the standard of qualification,
that the young men needed all th.. timefor
study thatwas allowed them—that the la-
bour devolving on them afier commencing
their pastdral labours rendered it necessary
that they should be well qualified before
entering upou the field—that the plan pro-
posed would place them under a disad-
vantage—that other bodies such as the
old School Presbyterian Church of the
United States hadstood firm underas great
emergencies as ours, and had felt the be-
nefit of having dofe so—and that the
scheme was just gaining a present advan-
tage, at the risk of serious loss for the fu-
ture—The Rev. George Patterson moved
that *‘Presbyteries be authorised to employ
the more advanced students of Theology,
in oceasional Missionary labour, as they
may deem for the edification of the church.”
The consideration of the subject was
tesumed at the evening sederunt, when Mr.
Patterson withdrew his motion in_favor of
an amendment, moved by the Rev. Wm.
McCalloch, that the whole subject be de-
fered till next meeting of Synod. C
The Home Mission report havinig brought
under the notice of Synod the subject of|
aiding Missionary stations in church build-
ing, it was agreed that the Board be autho-
rised to act asthey have been doing during
the past year. It was farther agreed that
sessions be enjuined 15 bring the claims of
Home Missions hefure i eir respective
congregations, and tlat Presbyteriés be

were as well qualified as some now in the
d}ministry were at the ime of their licen- {

directed at their Pre-b €111 “isitationy

—

10 enquire how far the ¢hgregations-ave L
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supporting the differgnt schomes of the
chureh. ¥

Tuvrspay, June 26th.

This morning the Synod resumed the
consideration of the Home Mission busi-
ness, The minutes of the Board were
read and approved. The minutes of the
Board having stated the employment of
| Mr. David Honeyman, the Moderator of
the Presbytery of ‘Truro reported, that Mr
Honeyman formerly licentiate of the Uni-
ted Secession Church, and recently a
teacher and preacher in connection with
the Frec Presbyterian Church, had applied
for admission to this church, and having
produced satisfactory certificates had been
regulazrly and cordially received.

he Board was then reappointed, with
the exception of Mr. Bayne, resigned on
account of his distance The Rev. Messrs
Sedgwick and E. Ross were afterward
ndded. .

A long discusssion ensued respecting
destitution within the bounds of the
church, when on motion it was agreed,
That the Board of Home Missions be au-
thorised to procure the services of an or-
dained missionary, with the prospect of
employmont for several years at afixed
salary, to visit and supply destitute places
Xithin the bounds of the church.—

greed also that the salary shall be one
hundred and thirty pounds. It wes un-
derstood that while the Missionary may
be called, no settlement shall take place
without the opinion of synod being obtain-
ed. Some discussion having taken place,
as to whether tho Missionary should be
under the exclusive control of the Board
of Hoine Missions, it was agreed that the
Board on receipt of all the information,
which the Presbyteries can furnish 1es-
pecting their destitute localities, should
decide upon the relative claims and 1the
proportion of time, which can be grant-
ed to the respective places, and give
due notice to the respeciive Presbyteries.

Called for the Report of the Board of
Foraign Missions, which was read by the
Rev. James Waddell, corresponding Se-
eretary. It willin all probability appear
in our next No. Various enquiries hav-
ing heen made and answered respecting
the Mission and Missionaries, the report
was reccived and the diligeuce of the
committee approved. The minutes of the
Board were then read and ordered to be
conatersigned by the Moderator.

Board was resumed at the aflernoon se-
derunt. The Board having laid before
the Synod Mr. Archibald’s resignation,
with an intimation of his intention to leave
the Mission on the Ist. of May last, tne
Synod agreed to express their regret, that
he had not furnished sufficient informaticn
to warrant them in expressing their ap-
proval of that step, and direct the Board
to make full enquiries asto the cause of his
resignation, and also to take steps for se-
curing the services of another missionary.

It was agreed that the Board for the en-
suing year consist of the Revd. Messrs.
Baxter, Keir, Roy, Walker, Bayne, Wad-
dell, G. Pauerson. and Messrs. Ebenezer
McLeod, West River, Alexander Fraser
Fisquire, New Glasgow, Daniel Cameron,
West River, and John Yorston, Pictou.

The Report of the Edvcational Board
was then read and approved.

Fripav, June 27th.

At the morning sederunt, the Rev.
James Bayne was appointed a member of
the Educational Board, in plare of the
Rev. John McKinlay, deceased. M..
Anthony McLellan having resigned his
seat at the board, Mr. Juhn Yorston was
appointed 2 member in his stead.

The Report of the Committee of Super-
intendence of the Synod’s seminary was
tken read. It gave an account of the state
of the institution, the number of s:adents
in attendance, &c. This vill appear in an
early No.

A code of Bye laws drawn up by the
Commitiee was laid befure the Synod,
which were considered seriatim, and with
a few amendments adopted.

At the afternoon sederunt the business
of the seminary was resumed. It was
agreed that the Committee be authorised
to take a superintendance of the Theolo-
oical departinent of education in cunnex-
ton with this church, and in future ;n their
report to embrace the state of both depart-
ments. The Committee was 1eappointed,
the Professers being regarded as ex officio
inembers.

‘The Synod then entered upon the con-
sideration of the propriety of the Rev. J.
Ross devoting his whale time to the work
of education. It was on motion of the Rev.
George Christie agreed, That the Presby-
tery of Pictou be directed to hold inter-
course with the congregaiion of West
River, without delay, with the view of]
ohtaining their assent to the separation ef|
M:. Ress from the pastoral charge of that

L Tle business of the Foreign Mission
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congregation before the commencement of
the next term of the seminary. ‘The Pres-
bytery wns afterward appointed to meet
at West River on the 20th July, to carry
out this appointment,.

The Report of the Preshytery of Truro
relative to Mr. McCulloch’s expenses on
his mission to Scotland was called for.—
The clerk of Preshytery stated reasons,
why the Preshytery had not succeeded in
accomplishing the duty remitted to them,
a misuaderstanding having arisen, in con-
sequence of whieh Mr. McCulloch prefer-

Murduch, and G. Patterson, and Mr James
McGregor were appuisted 2 committee to
examine it and report to Synod.

In the evening the Rev. George Chris-
tie read a Jecture on “ Revivals.”

Satukpay, June 28th.

The Committee on Mr. McCulloch’s
account reported, that they had fuund it,
'atriclly accurate, and in some respects!
tore favourable to the Synod,than in their
opinivn striet justice required. Tt appear-

ed laying his accounts before the Synod.— | It was ordered, that the form they had
This™ having heen done, Rev. Messrs. | drawn upbe published in an appendix to the

"I'he Report ofthe Committee appointed
to draw up reles and forins of proceedure
was called for, when it appeared that ows
ing to the death of the Couvener, the Rev.
John McKinlay, nothing had been done.
Rev. Messrs. McGregor, Cameron and
i Sedgewick was appointed a committee to
discharge the duty, Mr. McGregor, con-

venor.
Moxpav, July 30th.

The Report of the committee appointed

to preparea furm of bequest for the schemes

of the church wassubmitted and approved.

Synoed minutes, and in the Register. The
cumimittes farther recommended that syao-
dical sanction and advice should be given
to congregations to avail themselves of the
new act for the holding of congregational
property. The Synod appointed a com-
mittee tv examine the provisions of this
act with care, and to report at next meet-
‘ing of Synod, the conunittee to consist of]|
the Rev. Messrs. Murdoch, and McGregor,
and Mr. Charles Robson, Mr. Murdoch
convener,

ed that the whole amount reteived in
Scotland, iucluding the estimated value of
the bunks, &c. was £428 8 2, that the!

whole expense of the Mission, iucluding .
Mr. McCulloch’s passage to and from,
Britain am unted to £184 4 113, of which |
£40 had been advauced from the funds uf’
the Fducational Board ou leaving this
country, and that tie nett proceeds of his |
missivn, amouut thus to £744 3 24, that;
Mr. McCulluch has placed at the dispo-,
sal of the church, money, bouhs, and appa- |
ratus, which, with expenses incurred,
amount to the sum of £803 4 104, and |
that there 1s a balanee due of £19 1 8, of
which £11 11 8 are due to Mr. McCul-,
loch, and £7 10 to the Preshytery of
Traro for supply of Trure cuagregation. |
The account of Mr. McCulloch” with the |
Synod might he stated thus. ;

Dr. Rev. Wm. McCulloch. £ bp. s
‘T'o amount from Iducational

Board 400 0,
 amount received ia Scotland 928 8 2
¢ balance due 191 8
Ca. 987 9 10

By money,hooks,&c £803 4 103
*t expanses incurred
184 4 11}

on mission
637 9 10
It wasordered that thebalance be draan
fron the fuids in the hands of the Educa~

The committee appointed to prepare a;

I scheme for the support of the widows of|

deceased ministers reported their praceed-
ings and asked advice I'he Synod af
firmed the principle that a fund should be;
raised by an annual payment froun minis-|
ters, reappointed the committee with the/
addition of the Rev. James Bayne, and|
Mr. James McGregor, remitted the ma-;
turing of a plan to them, with instrucu’onz‘
to submit it at next meeting of synnd.--l
For the present, sessions were directed to;
make a collection in aid of such widows!
as may now be in need, and forward the;
same to the committee for distribution,!
before the Ist of January.

At the afternoon sederunt, the report of;
the commmittee on Sabbatl. Mails was cal-|
led for, when the Convener stated that

[ the object of their appuintment had been|
i avtained. The committee was therefor '-

discharged.

‘The Synod next took up an overture
from the Preshytery of Truroe, to appniml
one General Treasurer for the schemes of
the ¢harch, Tho overture was adopted,
and it was agreed to allow him a commis-
gion of 2§ per cent on all the monies pas-.
sing througk his hands. Absam Pauerson
Usq. of Pictou was apjoiatsd.  James.
McCallum Esq. of . L. Gland, and Mz,
Robert Smith, merchaut, “Lrusc, were 8

iziqual Board.

pointed roceivers. It was aleo €arthery

e ——
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agreed that in futare the accounts of the
different funds shall be closed, on the 20th
of June.

An overture to divide the Presbytery of
Truro having been read and supported, the
following motion was adopted.

‘W hereas by aminute of synod,dated June
27th 1832,it was agreed, that‘ulla farther

{the Presbytery of Halifax be considered
asbelonging to the Presbytery of Truro,”’
Resolved that the Presbytery of Halitas
be reconstructed, to include the congrega-
tions of Halifax, Musquodoboit, Shubena-
cadie, Nine Mile River, Windsor, Yar-
mouth and Shelburne. The Synoed ap-
pointed the said Presbytery to meet at
Shubenacadie, immediately after the ordi-
nation of Mr. Honeyman, to be constituted
by the senicr member present; and that
until that time, the present arrangement
be continued. .

Mr. Christie craved that his dissent from
this deed should be marked. In theeven-
ing the Report of the Truro Presbytery
and synodical deputation to Noel being
called for, the clerk stated the proceedings
in the case. The members of the Deputa-
tion corroborated the statements. T'he
diligence of the Presbytery and deputation
‘was approved.

The report of the committee appointed
to examine the returns of the Iinancial
Secretaries was then submitted by the
Rev. G. Waluer and read. The report
presented a condensed and elear view
of the state of the congregations, which
had furnished reports, and contained a
number of suggestions for the improve-
ment of congregational arrangemeuts in
this respect.

The report was received and adopted,
and the diligence of the committee highly
approved. It was agreed that the report
be published in the Register. Tt was far-
ther agreed, that the returns be published
in an appendix to the synod minutes. On
motion, it was agreed that Presbyteries be
enjoined to increase their exertions, for
the improvement of ihe financial affairs
in the deficient congregations.

) Tuespay, July 1st.

The commitiee appointed to examine
Presbytery mitutes reported, that they
have examined the minutes of the Presby-
teries of Truro, Picton and P. E. Istand
and found business regularly conducted and
ths Minutes accurately kept, with a few
verbal exceptions. “They found some

arrangement be made, the congregations

in some respects, in which they consider-
cd uniformity desirable. ‘L'he report was
received and Piosbytery directed to its
sugaestions.

The committee on statistical returns
presented their report, giving a tabular
view of the different congregations. DBe-
side the vacancies, five congregations had
not made a return.  ‘Vhe clerks of Presby-
teries were directed to correspond imme-
diately with sessions, who have not yet
forwarded retarns, urging immediate com-
pliance with the order of synod, and that
they be forwarded to the clerk of synod
before the 10th of July.

It was agreed that hercafter sessions be
required to have their returns forwarded
to the clerks of their respective Presbyte-
ries, on or before the 1st. of May in euch
year, and that Presbytery clerks be e jui-
red touse diligence in having the returns
completed before the meeting of zyned.

After consultation with brethren from
the P. E. Island Presbytery, respecting
the state of the congregations there, more
especially in reference to financial affairs,
it was agreed, that a deputation be appoin-
ted to proceed to the Island, and assist the
Presbytery in the more complete organi-
sation of the congregations there. Revds.
Messrs. Walker and G. Pauersop were
appointed on that mission.

‘I'he next subject of consideration was
an application from Mr. McCurdy of Mi-
ramichi, to send a Missionary to labour in
New Bruuswick. Afier much delibera-
tion it was ogrced to appoint the Rev.
TIsaac Murray of Cavendish to assist the
Rev. John McCurdy in the dispensation
of the sncrament of the Lords Supper, and
while there to consult with My, McCurdy,
and they to present a conjoint report of the
destitation in that neighbourhood and the
prospect of Missionary success, to the sy-
nod at its next meeting. And the ques-
tion of a mission to New Brunswick was
deferced till that time.

The synod then cntered upon the consi-
deration of the diversity of actien in the
administration of Baptism, existing in the
church. A long conversation ensued.-—
Two motions were made, not differing in
substance. The first, moved by the Rev.
James Ross, was as folTows.

¢“'That this synod declare that it is inac-
cordance with the standards of this church
that Baptism is to be administered to the
children of those only, one or both of
whom are members of the church, uader-

variation in the keeping of the minutes| ganding by that expression in this case

e
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parents who arenot only entitled to receive,
but bound in duty to observe, the ordinance
of Lords Supper, and earnestly recommend
and urge ministers and sessions to con-
form their practice to this principle.”

The second resolution moved by the
Rev. P. G. McGregor was as follows,

“That it is still the opinion ofthis synod
that the practice of dispensing Baptism to
the children of such parents, as rcfuse
or neglect to observe the Lords Supper,
is ut varlance with the standards of the
church, and ought to be abandoned by her
ministers without delay.”

‘The question being tuken between these
two motions, the furmer was preferred.

At the afternoon sederunt, the commnit-
tee appointed to audit the synod accounts
reported that these accounts were accu-
rately kept and that there was new in the
synod fund L£55, in the Iome Mission
fund about £50, in the Foreign Missicn
fund, £340, out of which the salaries of
Missionaries for the ensuing year are to
be paid.

Tae synod fund beins inadequate to
"meet the demands upon it, the cletk was
Idirceted to write each session that has
not contributed to the fund urging them to
make collections fur the objeet without
dclay.

It was agreed that twenty pounds be
paid each of the Professors of Theology
immediately, and the atl.er ten when the
ITall meets,andshould there be a deficiency
in the synod fund, authorise the committee
of superintendance to draw upon the semi-
nary fund for the balance. Agreed that
five pounds be paid the clerk, that the Lill
for printing be paid, and that twenty shil-
lings be paid the Janitor.

The Rev. James Bayne was added to
the committee of Bills and Overtures and
appointed Convener.

‘The Deputation to P. T. Island were
appointed to supply the pulpit of Profes-
sor Keir, during the time of their siay on
the island, which is understood to bhe for
three weeks, and the Presbytery of P. I.
Island to supply it during the remainder of
the time of the sitting of the all.

The Presbyteries of Truro and Ialifax
were appointed to give each two days sup-
ply to Mr. Smith’s pulpit during the
sitting of the all.

Rev. Messrs. \Waddell and Scdgwick
were appointed to lecture at next meeting
of synod.

The next meeting of synod was appoin-
ted to be at Truro on the 4th Tuesday

of June, 1852, at 11 o'clock, a. M.

The business of the synod was then
brought to a close by praise, prayer and
the apostolical bened ction.

MISSIONARY MEETING.

The Synod’s Missionary Meeting took ,
place on Thursday evening. The Rev J.
1. Baxter occupied the chair, and opened |
the meeting with praise and pray. r; afier '
which the Rev. James Waddell read the '
Report of the Board of Foréign Missions
for the past vear, and the Rev. William
M'Culloch 1cad "that of the Domestic
Board.

The Rev. George Patterson then ad-
dressed the mecting as follows:—In res-'
ponding to the request of the Board of F. .
Missions tomcve the adoption of their
report, I might fecl some degree of trepi-
datioir, in 2dvoecating the cause before so
many fathers and brethren so much older
than rayself, and so much better qualified
to set the subjoct before you in all its as-
pects. I must, however, only say, * hear
me for my cause.” The cause of missions
for which Iam to plead is the eause of
Christianity, and the cause of Christianity
is the cause of all that is ennobling to
man, as an inhabitant of this planet, and
all that is hopeful for him as destined Jor
a future scene of existence. The mis-
sionary enterprise is but the practical ex-
hibition of the great precept, on which the
church was criginally established, ““Go ye
into all the world and preach the gospel'to
every creature.”” 'This comimission em-
braces all mankind without exeeption. It
acknowledges no distinction of race or
country. All men are concluded under
sin, all men nced the merciful provisions
of the gospel ; and all may be saved who
emhrace its offers ; and the obligation i~
laid npon the church 10 give the gospel to
every man without distinctionof nation or
clime. In the early ages of gospel diffu-
sion, the mists of prejudice still hung over
the minds even of the apostles, and led
them to suppose that the Jewish nation
were to receive a preference.  But Peter’s
vemarkable vision couvinced him, that the
distinction of Jew and Gentile was abol-
ished ; and we find him declaring, doubt-
less under the teaching of the Holy Ghost.
**In every nation, he that feareth God and
worketh righteousness is accepted of
hir.”  The commission thea is one em-
bracing all ; and nothing but the impossi-
bility of reaching all, will relieve the
church of her obligation to send the gos-
pel to all.  But while this impossibility

— -
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exists, she may and ought to choose those
fields of labor which are nearest to her,
and which providerce specially calls on
her to dccupy. Common sense, as well
as scripture example point out the propri-
oty of a division of labor. Paul may go
to the circumcision, and Peter to the un-
circumcision. There will thus be mis-
siods among different classes and races of
men. But ti®y all stand upon the same
basis in the original commission. And
wo must be caceful how we oppose one
department  of missionary operation to
another. Paul’s mission amony the uncir-
cumcision, and Peter’s among the circnm-
cision were not different works; they were
different departments of the same work.
It may be acknowledped too, that each of I
the departments of missiouary labor has
its peculiar claims and its peculiar import- |
ance. And thus in reference to the two '
great divisions of modern missionary en-
terprise—home and foreign—or the spread
of the gospel in lands partially christian,
and sending to lands still without the gos-
pel; they have cach their claims; and in-
stead of setting ihe one against the other,
we may safely urge each upon jts own !
merits. In regard to the Home Mission, |
I fear not that my brethren who are to

come after me, will urge one argument in

support of its elaims, to which I conaot

from the heart respond. I believe the nan ;
who feels n sympathy for souls perishing -
around him, can have little of genuine fecl- ;
ing for souls perishing ata distance. 1,
believe the man who fecls no interest in |
missions among his own countrymen, has

little of the spirit of him who said, ¢ ]

have great heaviness and continual sorrow |
of heare for my brethren, my kinsmen
according to the flesh.”” Aye, Ib lieve that |
they have Litt'e of the spmt of him who !
wept over , Jerusalemm. Doubtless the:
cause of his sorrow was the awfu! fate;
awaiting them ; but I donbt not that,being |
partaker of all the sympathies of human—

ity, he felt an additional pung on the re- |

i
i

!

|

But it is my special business to plead
for foreign missiors.
have been regarded as a doubtful enter-
prise; but experience has jong since dis-
pelled all fear in respect to its success. In
1795, some of the leading men of the
Church of England gravely debated the
rquestion, is it practicable to send out a
forcign missionary. The whole mission-
ary enterprise may be said to have com-

et e —— -~
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} of christian churches in heathen lands, be-
i side the many who are now singing the new

. hic w . H o

flection, that this was the fate of his 0%0 | i brethren should ge far hence unto the
kindred and countrymen. !
i

Once this might,

menced during the last half century. Yet
now the bible is translated into 200 lan-
guages, spcken by two thirds of the hea-
then world ; and besides al) the benefits of
atemporal nature, introduced among many
tribes by missionary operations, there are
now 250,000 Yopeful converts, members

song before the throne.  When we consider
this result, in connexion withthe number of
agents employed, weaffirm that the succcss
of Yoreign Missions has heen all that
could have been expected. 'The nvmber of
agents now employed may be reckoned at
2000, but there has not heen this number
during the whole of the last 50 years; and
if we reckon 20 years labor of 2000 agents,
it will, we think, be morethanegual 1o the
whole labor employed in the Foreign Mis-
sion field. Where then do we see such a
resultachieved by 2,000 ministers at home,
Even were we toselect the most success-'
ful Jabourers in the Home Church, we
guestion if they could show such 2 result
following their efforts—this too with all
the advantages enjoyed in Christian lands,
of moral and intel® .ctual culture ; frumthe
Christian Sabbath—a Chrisuan literature
—and a strongz public sentiment in favour
of Christianity—und all the disadvantages
of the Missionary in Heathen lands, from
lus ignorance of the language and habits
of the people,—the loss from failure of
health and the mortality from unheslthy
elimes—and the strong opposition of the
heathen to the doctrines of the gospel.—

In the great work of gospel diffusion,
all that we can do may appear trifling.—
We are little among the many thousands
of 'srael, and our mission may appear in-
significant. But let us remembher that for
what we can do we are accountable—aud let
us biess God, who pat it into our hearts to
make the eftort, feeble as it may be, nnd'
who has stled upon ourendeavors.  Five,
years have passed since the meeting of
synod, when it was finally resolved, that

|
f
[

Gentiles. Since that ti> how many to-
kens of the divine favour have they en-
joved. As we trace their path, in the T.
! States, on the trackless deep, at the Sand-
I'wich lslands, among the Brethren at Sa-
| moa, and at last on their destined scene of
labour. we see the fulfilment of his pro-
mise, who in giving the commijssion has
lsaid “ Lol am with you aliray.” They
| hava now bcen three years on ‘.hel

{
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Isiand of Aneiteum, labouring with a
z2al and devotion to their work, which
should lead uv to bless the God of all
grace, who hae so abundautly qualified
themfor hisservice. They have had many
difficulties to encounter, but their perse-
verance has never flagged. They have
had many trials and privations—of some of
which we hear and others of which are
not known to the church, only breathed in
ths ear of private {riendship. Need 1
specify the rending of the parental heart,
by being obliged 1o scparate from beloved
Ichildrcn.
Far from the land his boyhood tred
She #1! his care beguiled
Tn Superstition’s dark aboda
His comfort was—his child.

Yet every difficulty they have met, every
yprivation they have endured with sheer-
|fulness, and God has blessed them. The
jamount of success attained may seem to
isome yet small, and the anticipated success
ymay seem long in coming, but did we not
.at the outset warn you. that vou were
casting your bread upon the waters, in the
expectation of finding it afler many days.
But in reality the amount accomplished
during that time has been astonish-
ing. As the result of three years labours,
we see a language acquired and reduced
jto wrinng- -an1 for a considerable :ime
ithey have been able to preach to the natives
in their own language. They have pre-
pared elementary books and catechisms,
which they have printed, to the number of
many thousands of pages, <o that the na-
jtives can now read the wonderful works
of God in their own tongue. Schovls
ihave been cstablished, in which numbers
+have been taught to read.  And the results
ihave been most gratifying. Many of the
uatives have been brought to adopt more
ieivilised habits—many have forsaken the
 dark costoms™ of Heuathenism—the in-
ifluence of false systems has been shaken---
| wars and bloodshcd have been prevented—
ithe strangling of widows and other cruel-
ities of Heathenism have heen pr \ented,
jaud such practices are losing their hold
jover the minds of the natives. Were
jtheirno other good duie, we have noreason
itoregret all the expenditure.  But there
lare ndications ofstill better things—num-
ibers have eniolled themselves on the side
jof the ¢ new religion—are praying
to God privately and in their families, and
are evidently enquiring the way to Zion

have exhibited something very like "3
operation.  Witness for example the spi-
rit manifeated, when about te be assailed
by their bigoted coumrymen—the meek-
ness with which they bore ‘‘the cruel
mockings™ of the Heathen—and the say-
ing of Waihit in the name of others *‘wa
are not afraid to die for the cause of God."
Is not this very like the spirit of him who
‘‘when he was reviled, reviled not again.”
And even although we may not be able
yet to number any hopeful conversions,
yet let us remember for how much longer
time labourers in other fields have spent
their strength, without being able w0 do
this—that Judson Jaboured in Burmah six
years without baptizing a single convert,
yet lived to sce in thatland a hundred
ct urches with 70 or 80 members in each—
that the first missionaries in the South
Seas laboured for fifteen years before they
saw any spiritual good resulting from their
labours, and that they were considering
the propriety of abandoning the work al-
together, when tho time to favor them
came—the spirit of God was poured out
from on high and the isles waited for
Christ’s law.

But we have not been without discour-
agement; and during the past year we
have had to encounter the heaviest that
we have yet met. I allude to the depar-
ture of Mr Archibald. This is indecd a
painful event, and more painful that, as no
satisfactory explanations have heen given
of the ciiuses, unfavorable suspicions nat-
urally arise. I do not envy those their
feelings, who put the worst coustruction
upon the event, Even were the worst
true, that it arose from disagreement be-
tween our missionaries (which I do not
believe), I would see in it nothing to shake
my conviction, that in undertaking this
mission, we were only following the lead-
ings of providence. If any make this an
objection to our mission, I would only
remind them that the same thing has
occurred in other missions=-aye, in the
most applauded. I would remind there
that it was the same at the beginning of
the diffusion of the gospel—that 1n one of’
the earliest missions to the heathen, there
was between ihe two missionaries, Paul
and Barnabas, a ‘‘contention s6 Sharp that
they parted asunder, the one from the
other. Good men are still imperfect,
and their imperfections will appear in the
missicoary work, as well ¢s in other de-

with their faces thitherward —and if they
;| have not atiained the new heart, they .
1

partmen‘a of labor. Bat from the exse of
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overrules these imperfections. They sep-
arated : Paul took Silas; and thus a new
laborer was gained ; and taking different
ways, their separation tended to the fur-
therance of the gospel.

1 repeat, however, :hat T do not helicse
that this is the irue explanation of Mr
A’s proceedure. Is tkere any thing un-
natural in supposing that he, a young man
without having long theught of tae sub-
ject, carried away by ithe *¢ romance of
missions,’’ and the excitcment of the mo-
ment, might have hastily decided on giv-
ing himselfto the work, and on going out
there, might have found his expectations
disappointed ; might have discovered that
“tis distance lends enchantment to the
view,” and become disenuraged in Ins
work. Should this be the true view of
the case, which secmns (o me the most
likely, I would ask if there is any thing
in this to discourage us. I wsuld just
remind you, that in one of the earliest
foreign missions, there was a young man
employed, who faltered. John, whose
surname was Mark, who had accomparied
Paul and Barnabas from Jerusalem to
Perga in Pamphylia, became disgusted
with the toil and returned to Jerusalem—
Aects xiii. 13. 1 would remark, that the
subsequent narrative shows that Mark
repented of his youthful indecision, and
became a useful laborer. Paul, during
his second imprisonment in Rome, direets
Timothy to bring Mark with him (2 Tin.
iv. 11) ; Peter calls him his son (1 epistle
v. 13) ; and Paul commends him to one of
the early churches in favorable terms (Col
iv. 10). So I have little doubt that we
will yetsee Mr Archibald a uscful laborer
in the Lord’s vineyard—if not in the South
Seas in some other sphere. But looking
at matters as they now stand, I would say,
we have no rteason to be discouraged.—
Every mission has had to complain of the
failure of the agents. Look at the first
mission to the South Seas. Of those who
were lett upon the Friendly Islands,
eleven, seeing the danger which surroun-
ded them, ~nd discouraged by their diffi-
culties, Jeft at one time ;—that at a later
period, two, who were married felt it their
duty to remove themseives and their fami-
lies—leaving only four of the original
number to prosccute the work. Aad that
of those lefton the Tonga Island, three
were murdered by the natives ; and warse
than all this, it 1s recorded, that one of
them falling from his stedfastness, “min-
gled with the heathen and learned their

works.””  With these facts before us in
the history of missions, we would be
unworthy of the work in which we ave
enpaged, did such a trial discourage us.
‘Trials we must expeet in the missionary
work, as well as in every other depart-
ment of labor. They are necessary to
teach us our dependance upon God; to
draw us off from all leaning upon human
instrumentality—that no flesh may glory
in his presence. They are necessary to
vy our faith in the promises and trutis of]
God. Instead, then, of being disconraged
by them we should bear themas the crosses |
which the great Head of the Church has|
appointed us, and regard them as the
evidences of his approval ; for it is troe;
of churches as of individuals, ¢ As mamy1
as [ love I rebuke and chasten.”

Sull »ur discouragements are small
compared with our encouragements.—
There i one movement begun during the
past year, which I cannot but regard as
particularly cheering. 1 allude io the
movement in New South Wales to com-
mence a mission to the New Ilebrides.
This movement, if carried out, will great-
ly strengthen the hande of our mission-
aries. It is pavticularly encouraging to
us, that we have been the means of stinu-
lating colonies at the utmost extremity of
the carth o engage in this work. And|
taking a wider view, it o ns up a pros-
pect of the diffusion of the gospel, by
means of British colonization, most cheer-
ing to the christian observer. Why is it
that so many of the fairest countries of
the earth have been placed under the con-
trol of Britain?—that she has now 52
colonies, in every quarter of the earth,
inhabited by so many willions of men of
different races '—that our beloved Qucen
reigns over an empire, of which it is more
emphatically true, than even of Spain in
her greatest glory, that ¢ upon it the sun
never sets.””  Why is it that British com-
merce is extending British influcnee into
every corner of the globe; and that the
Briush flag waves o’er every sea *—why
is it that there are poured into her coffers
the riches of every shore, and that “her
merchants and prinees and her traffickers,
arethe honorable of theearth 77’ I believe
it is because God has chosen her as bhis
instrument for diffusing his word ; and that
all this power is given to her because the
influence she has been exerting is in a
good degree a Christian influence. I for-
get not in this that she has often been
unfaithful to her high destiny—that her
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the reverse of christian. But when we
compare her inluence with that of the
otiier nations of FEurope, we will find
decidedly that on the whole, it has been
influence on the side of Christ. Woe to
her it her character changes: then will
she become weak as vther nations.  And
he to whom belongs the gold and the silver
has rewarded her. As he rewarded the
king of Babylon and his army, who, with
many years of Jabor, had c¢xecuted his
{udgments upon Tyre, by givine them
i Bavpt as their spoil (Iizek. xxix. 18, 19),
so 1 rega.d all the wealth of Britain as
1God's rewarding her for doing his work,
altho’ in doing that work her rulers and
her people, like the king of Bahylon,often
‘‘meant not so, neither did their heart think
s0,” but werec engaged only in their
schemes of ambition and self aggrandize-
ment. When we consider the remarkable
manner in which several of her colonies
have come under her sway, we must be
-blind observers, if we cannot see, that he
“ who sules in the kingdom f men, to
give it to whomsocver he will,”” has ex-
tended British sway, in order that the
lands she rules, might be broaght under
the influence of her christianity. Why,
for example, has Iadia, a country embra-
cing one fourth of the population of the
globe, been given to Britain. The first
Finglish expedition -nt thither did not
seek to acquire territory—nay, they were
forbidden to seck more gronnd, than was
necessary for the erection of trading sta-
tions. Yet by the foree of circumstances
they were led to acquire one territory
after another, till the whale of India has
come under British Dominion. At one
time we would have rather expected that

heen the governing power of India. But
their power has vanished ; why?. Be-
cause they could not give India the gos-
pel.  And now there are in that country
'the indications, that she cannot continue
lunder her former superstitions. Suppos-
ing her brought to embrace christianity,
what a breach will be made in the emipire
of Satan; and what a reinforcement will
be gained to the army of the cross !

But again Jook at the British Neorth
American Colonies. At one time we
might have expected thatthese would all
have belonged to Irance, and would thus
be under the spiritual despotisms of' the
"Man of sin. That power then possessed on
the North, Cunada and Acadia, embracing

ey . '
commerce has often diffused an influence

either France eor Portugal would have|.

then New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
P. E. Island—on the South she possessed
Louisanaand had extended achain of forts
up the Mississippi, till they united with
a stmilar chain extending up the St. Law-
rence. But by aseries ofunexampledisuc-
cesses on the part of' Dritian, that power
built up by so much eflort and skill has
been completely overthrown. Why was
British prowess so successful—why was
it that Liouishurgh, fortified with every ap-
phiance of military science, yielded to the
assault ofa few ploughmen and fishermenof’
Massachusets Bay—why did the citadel of|
Quebec, vainl§ deemed impregnable, yield
to the victorious arms of the chivalrous
Wolf. I believe it is because God in
his mercy, designed to rescue ‘hese lands
from the ruthless grasp of the man of sin,
that they might enjoy the spiritual freedom
of sound Protestant Christianity.

But in the movement to which I allude
we see one step farther gained, viz. that
these colonies are not only becoming

‘liristianized themselves, but are now
sending the gospel to other lands. T re-
joice that to the Jand of my birth has been
given the honor of being the first British
Colony which has sent out Missionaries
into Heathen lands. Other Colonies are
now following our example. New Zealand,
Van Diemans land and New South
Wales have commenced in the good work
and the otlier colonies will follow. And
is there not a bright prospect opening to
the ‘church, when the DBritish colonies,
shall be not only leavened with the gospel,
but shall come forth to the help of the
Lord against the Mighiy—and take their
places in the Christian army going forth
to the conquest of the world.

Let us then who have begun in this
work not slacken our exertions. Let it
never he said of us, *‘Ye did run well;
who did hinder you?” Let there never
be fulfilled of us the saying—** the first
shall be last.” But in order to this we
must not Test in present attainments, but
“onward”’ must be still our watchword.
If we content ourselves with striking a
few feeble blows in the conflict, and then
return to enjoy our ease, we will be un-
worthy of the crown, for that is the por-
tion of him that endureth to the end. And
the effect will recoil upon ourselves. We
will be like the army of Hannibal, which,
when inured to the toils of war, was suc-
cessful, even over the power of Rome.—

But staying in its course to enjoy the ease
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of winter quarters, becam? encrvated by
sloth and indulgence so asin spring to
present but a fecblo front to the enemy.
Lt us then not listen te the voise of those
who inay with the spies say, ¢ We are not
able to go up against the people, fur they
ara stronger than we ;”’ but rather, in the
taith of Caleb and Jashua let us say,
¢ Yot us go up at once and possess it ; for
waare well abls to overcomeit. The Lord |
is with us; fear themn not.”” ‘Take en-l
couragement from the gracious dealings of «
God with s in the past, to attempt still
greater things, in the hops that the same
goodness still attend wus, saying, * the
Lerd hath been mindful of us, and h3 will
bless us.’*

The Rev. James Watson then delivered
the following address

1 havebeen requsted by the Doard of
Home Missions to speak to the following
topics alludel to in their zeport, ¢“Thet
Building Scheme, in connexion with the
propagation of the gospel in our own pro-
vinee.”” It is evident this subject opens
up for illustration a very limited fiela,
compared with many others, which might
have been selected. But if it be limited,
it is decidedly important and practical. It
comes into ymmediate contact with the|
principles of the people; it tests their 1i-
berality; it ealls for work; it demands ex-
tended and undivided co-operation. It is
necessary, however that this meeting have
clear and deiiniie views ofthe object before
the Bnard, in presenting thescheme. The
object has already been well deseribed in
their report now read: but as I wish to have
it placed vividly before your minds, allow
me in asentence or two, 10 retrace the more
prominent and striking lineaments of the
scheme. It i3 nota charity schems;itis
not the purpose of the Board to build
meeting houses for the people gratis. This
they cannot do; but they place themselves
in the attitude of guriliaries. They proffer
-to aid, butwmot toendow. Wherever they
meet  with Presbyterian families, that
wish to hold fast their principles, whether
in the backwoods or amid crowds of ather
denominations. but too poor or too few to
build « meeting house for themselves,
to such the Board say—*Go forward,
commence the work, endeavour to finish it
and we will give so much to assist you.’
In short,itistheir abject to gather,through,
aut the varions localities of the province
the scattered and isolated units of Presoy
terianism into small congregations or mie-

siopary statione, 3nd then to 8id them in

building mecting houses for themselves-
Such, Sir, is the scheme of the Board and
this i3 the scheme in behalf of which }
have now tu speak.

There are three topics to which I am
anxious to direct the attention of this
meeting: First, the call made upon us to
establish this scheme: Second, the plan
the board propese to pursue : and Third,|
the advauntazes which result from it.  Al-|
low me to make a few remarks on each!
of these.

Fust. The call made upon us to esta-
Ulish this scheme.  \When this scheme was
first proposed; it met with considerable op-
vosition.  This oppo<ition discovered it-
self sometimes in the form of argument,
‘and oceasionally in the less comely shape,
of withholding contributions to the fundsof]
the Home Mission. This epposition has!
gradually declined and a nobler spirit is!
heginning to take its place.  Still it lurks'
not oaly in some individuais, but in some
of our congregations, and therefore, it may
be profitable shortly to review the argu-
ments, with which they think they can for-
tify themselves. The church, say one
class, is mu’tiplying her schemes oo much;
she will either v eaken those already in
existence, or fail to support those which
she has newly established. But to this
we have ever replied—as the necessities
of she church multiply, so must cur efforts
increase to mest these necessities. We have
the world’s history and the world’s testi-
mony for it, that 1n proportion as a church
has put forth her energies in the cause of
Christ, and in occupying new fields of
usefulness, in the same proportion has she
prospered both in temporalsand spirituals.
Presbyterians are scattere€ through every
county of this province; in 'nany places
they have no meeting-house within reach:
the church has now discovered this, and
she proclaims aloud to her sons and daugh-
tors, help then to build meeting-houses as
a first step, and afterwards we shall send
them preachers; and otherwise they must
be swallowed up by other denominations
or what is worse sink into religious apathy
if not, into iron lhearted infidelity. It is
necessity, therefore, calls upen us to esta-
blish and prosacute thisschame. You are
bat taking up part of the ground occupied;
by Baptists and Methodisis, say another
class ; many of them preach the gospel as
well as you: why then, 12ke up a field oc-
cupied by Christian pastorsalready?! They
diffsr from you only in ecclesiastical go-
vernment and who will say this is cesen-:

.
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tial to salvation?  We answer—So far as
‘Baptist pastors and Methodist ministers
I:pre:xch the gospel faithfully to perishing
'souls, cordially do we bid them God speed.
| But, isgovernment nothing in the church?
' Does the King of Zion look upon it as tri-
vial? Then certainly those whoact most
1according to his word, may best expect the
iblessing.” But some arguments can tell
lin two ways and this is one of them. ¥f it
{be v lawful or unchristian for Presbyte-
!rinns to enter into fields for the most part
i Baptist or Methodist, where is the law-
Ifulness, where is the Christianity of Bap-
jtists and Methodists entering into fields
that are purely Preshyterian * And are
‘there not many of my brethren around
‘me whe can testify that such practices are
jpursued even now aund not ina corner.—
"On the principles of self protection and
iself dufence we are called upon to cstublish
and proseente this scheme.

But casting aside all these arguments
—supposing that we do resolve to enter
{upon none of those fields already occupied
1by other derominations, still there is be-
fore us and around us a vast moral wilder-
ness, which has not yet been broken in
tupon.  How many places are there, not
ifavoured with the stated ordinances of the
‘gospel. How many settlements havre no
|mecting house, no resident minister, not
jeven a Ssblath School! If it be correct
|—as ! have- scen assorted in a semi offi-
‘cial document—thet there are npwards of
1360 settlements in Nova Scotia with more
ithan 200 inhabitanis in cach of them—I
:would ask you to take and add in our list
iall the evangelical ministers of Christ in
ithe Province, and then tell me. haw many
‘of these must necessarily be destitute of a
iscriptural, efficient ministry? This great
imora! wilderness scnds forth a voice from
it calling upon us 1o establish and prose-
‘cute such a scheme. But this is not all
1If in these fields we saw no wheat grow,
!the spectacle to any Christian mind would
\be sad enough indeed; but when in addi-
(tion to this, we witness the agents of ini-
lqnixy going forthh in multitudes and scat-
tering broad cast into these fields, not good
'seed but tares, the spectacle becomes a
‘thousand times< more melancholy. Andis
+this nat the case?  Is not “the man of sin™
‘putting forth strorg energies among us?
{It cannot be Cenied that the rumber of
'Roman Catholics is waonderfully increas-
fing. Accarding to a stazement contained
‘in a letter communicated a foew monthsago

!_lo one of cur leading journals and written

apparently by one well acquainted with
the workings of Popery in Nova Scotia,
the number of Catholics at present in the
province is 90,000.  About the year 1840;
or4{ the iumber was considered to be only!
40,000. Thusin 100r 11 years, ifthis be!
correri, the increase hasbeen 50,000. 'I'he‘
number hasnot only increased greatly,but it

hasbeen doubled with 10,000 more. Who
does not see that in these statements there
is containeda lond call to employ onr every
effort to arrest the progressof this “gva-
tem of iniyuity.”  And what means could
be better employed, than planting mission
stations in the midst of their colonies and
preaching sulvation through 2 crucified
Saviour to their deluded votaries. Such,
then, isa most legitimate part of the scheme
established by the board I am net an
alarmist, I have no fear that Popery will
ever master the world, as it kas mastered
it.  With our bibles and our pulpits, and
our press, it never can doso. 1know that
many of the children of Zion are trem-
bling lest such may be the case: and I
also know that it is this feeling which has
caused the cry—*No Popery’’—Down
with the man of Sin’’—to resound from
cuntinent 10 contineat in  Europe and to be
wafted of late across the broad waters of]
the Atlantic. But still I have ne fear, if
we faithfully use the means given us.—
We have Gud's word for it that the system
‘* must he consumed ;" and 1look upon all
these efforts and mighty and untiring ex-
ertions, as the last and expiring struggles
of a most potent and giant foe.

In forming an estimate of our own mo-
ral claracter, itis sometimes a good me-
thod to ascertain what we are, and con-
trast it with what we miaht be. The
same rule may be applied to the standing
of a church in a provincs or country ; let
us make the attempt in reference to our
own charch. What is its present stand-
ing in this province. In Nova Scotia and
Cape Breton there are 17 counties: in
7 of these there is not a church in con-
nexion with us: in each of 3 there is
only 1 congregation: in the remaining
7 only our church occupies 2 commanding
position. But are we to suppose that in
these 7 counties,there are no Presbyterianst
Have we not evidence and unquestionable
evidence to the contrary? But they have
no meeting-houses and in all probability,
from theirscattered condition cannot erect
them, why, then, should we not encou-
rage them to build mission station houses

as starting points, around which to raily;
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those isolated sons and daughters of our
churcli? And why should we not deter-
mine to have three such meeting-houses
in every county, that the elementsof a
Presbytery in each county may be laid
down? By contrasting what bur num-
bers would then be, with whatthey now
are, we would thus ascertain what our
present position is_with what it should be.
Experience isoften one of the best in-
structors ; and the experience of other de-
nominations in this field of labour is not
to be unwillingly castaside. Oa thistopic
other churches read us some very us.ful
and impressive lessons. In the report of
the Board, reference is made to the prac-
tice ofthe American Presbyterian Church;
but as I am not familiar with the opera-
tions of that church, Ishallnot dwell upon
them, There isone church, however, with
the operations of which I am somewhat fa-
miliar, and whose experience on thig ;1)_:nint
is quite instractive—I allude to the Free
Church of Scotland. And what was onc
of the first steps which she took imme-
diately after leaving the establisment?
Woas it not to provide accomodations eve-
rywhere for her adheréats?  And did not
500 places of worship rise up as if by
magic influence, all reared by her munifi-
cence and acknowledging to the world her
seasonable liberality? The principle on
which she acted is similar to that on which
this Board desires to act; and the example
which she upholds is sdying to us and to
all churches—¢“Go and do likewise.”
There is but one other topic fo which
I would allude before leaving this part of
the subject; and perhaps in even alluding
to it T ought to crave your jndulgence.—
Nova Scotia is as yet but in her infancy.
She may be said to be almost totally igno-
rant of the extent of her resources and
local "position. Her fine and numerous
harbors have been the Subject of praise to
ail who have even given her a transient
visit. These tell to every reflecting mind
that she must have been destined by pro-
vidence for a busy active and commercial
country. Even now she is in a transition
state. Improvements are aboat to be
made internally as well as along her sca-
board. In all probability the .Railway is
soon to push its way .over her mountains
and through her valleys; and the solemn
death like stillness of her. woods aud fo-
rests, is to be broken by the hissing of the
steam-engine and the rattling of ears.—
Ere all this, however, can be accomplish-
ed, hordes of Jabourers and immigrants

will be poured in upon her. [very where;
stations will be fixed and villages if not:
towns will arise. The wilderness mast!
give place to the busy mart and crowded

warchouses. Indications of all these chan-,
aes are everywhere secn around us.  But

what Learing has all this upon the propa-
gation of the gospel in this coiony? Tt
has a most important and legitimato bear-|
ing uponit. Lvery one knows that where-
vor such works are executing, hosts of]
men coagregate from the ends of the earth-
Mualtitudes of these ave illiterate and un

principled; and since they care little about
religion they will make no efforts to pro-
vide church a¢comodation for themselves
or support gospel ordinances. We must,
therefore, do what in us lies to furnish
tham with such accommodation ; we must
do so or others will have the honor of do-
ing it in prefcrence to us; we must do itfor
the sake of their own souls ; and above all
we must duit to prevent the spread of that
plague of ignorance, and ungodiiness,
which they carry with them, lest it should
burst out and contaminate our whole po-
pulation.  Oace more, therefore, necessity
calls upon us to establish and prosecutetins
scheme.

The second topic is, the plan which the
DBoard propese to adopt and pursue. In
the Report allusion is made to this plan,
and wo thirgs are referred to. The first
is, that the funds of the Board should be
considered a common fund, and that out of
this common fund, shculd be granted
in aid of missionary stations according to
the discretion of the Board, as heretsfore:
and the sceond is, that aspecial fund should
be raised for this purpese and placed at
the disposal of the Board. I would adopt
the second of these plans, but I would car-
ry it. out.one step farther. I would fix
upon a particular sum—I would name
£150—and then I would say to the Board
take all the means under your contres to
raise this sum, and let the time of its col-
leetion be within the next twelvemonths
and not longer. Ifsuch asum could be
raised and applied just as soon as possi-
ble, no contributor, I am convinced, would
ever regret his contribution, when he
would sce the good neccessarily resulting
from it. Ltt our ministers do their duty;
let elders and other office bearers be active:
iet the young. be enlisted in thisgoed ard
olorious cause; let caurch extension circle
as the watchword through every rank and
class and family of eur congregations, and
assuredly.our ebjcct must be and shail be
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gained. On this topicit is unneccssary to | of one, it is because the other has been
say more at present. ably advocated already ; and on speaking
A word or two on our third general to- | on the one I would say *¢ This ought ye
pic and then we have done—the advanta- |to do and not to leave the other undone.”
ges flowing from this schem=. Awong ma- | My subject is * The claims of thecoun.
ny other advantages the following may be | try on the church.” I presume it means
enunerated. It will form a nuclens in | the claims of this cou itry, our native soil
every locality selected for a new congre-| upon the church represented by this Sy-
gation, It will test the principles of thuse | nod. In these circumstances I might very
who profess to be Presbyterians and at|lawfully appeal to your patriotism, but
present do not support any gospel minis- | prefer addressing a few Llain  statements
try. No man will put his hand ioto his to your christian sense. Well then the
pocket and give his substance to erect] people of this land have a right to look
a meeting house, unless hebe sincere. It | to every member of this church for some-
will afford sccommodation for Sabbath|thing. They cannot claim money, but
schools in places where at present they are | their debturs we are in something more
much wanted. Pioof of this has already | valvable. They havea right to our love
been given. In one of the stations which, ¢ Cwe no man anything, but to love ore
has received aid from the Board, an ex-, znother.” The church should have the
cellent Sabbath Schoal has béen establish- | spirit of her master, she onght to go and
ed with 30 or 40 pupils and superintended ; beseech mea to come in. The world has
by 3 or 4 teachers. How delizhtful is it a right to expect to hear the bride echo
to think that these children can spend the | her Husbands voice, saying in pursua-
sabbath now not only pleasingly but pro- sive accents ¢ come.” Beheld for your
fitably—~many of whom, we are afraid  imitation the woman of Samaria, delighted
spead it in an unchristiin way—rvisiting | that she had found the Saviour, in the ex-
from house to house or strolling the woods. | uberance of her joy, forgetting the water-
In conclusion, it will, increase our| pot at the well,and running to call her
means of usefulness and enable us to ex- | neighbours and exclaining * come sce a
tend our field of missionary operation.— | man that told me all things that ever I did.
Stations will become organised churches, | Is not thisthe Christ?”’ “Fhis was not ex-
and these churches will in time learn to|travagance—it was ‘lreating subjects ac-
cast into the treasury of the Lord a por- | cording to their intrinsic value.
tion of that substance wherewith this pro- F ervent piety and zeal in the member-
viuence has favorred them. : ship are the sources of missionary effort.
Such, sir, isthe call made upon us to, The want of this isthe grand defect. As
establish and pursue this schem<; such is' a people, we are not fervent 1 spirit (as
the plan proposed ; and such are a few of | our thinly attended prayer meetings testi-
the advantages resulting from it. The ! 7) for the conversion of man, and as Ds.
scheme is now before this meeting and be- | Alexander has remarked * This is a work
fore the Presbyterian public at large.— | which it were mockery to attempt ir cold
May the Lord open the hearts of his peo- | blood.” Gospel missions he has truly
ple, and point out unto them *‘ the guod  remarked are the overflowings of a full

way’’ in which thev should walk. cap, of which the irrepressible contents
The Rev. P. G. McGnrecor addressed | burst over the brim. With more piety,
the meeting as follows. there would be more prayer, and inore

Mgr. Cuairman.—Inspeaking thiseven- | cifectual prayer, more work and more
ing on Missions, I feel happy thut a de- | success in the work.

partment of the subject has been selected | 'Fo the’Synod this country looks I be-
for me, because otherwise 1should have i lieve for more systematic and efficient
been at a loss whether to risc as the advo- | home missionary operations. And we will
cate of Home or Foreign Missions. Tor, | not fulfil the expectations of the more in-
I feel so thoroughly convinced of the di- telligent portion of our people, unless we
vine autharity for prosecuting dork, of the | give them this. We should never be
obligation resting on us to prosecute both | without several missionaries, and they
with all our might, and of the most bles- | should be if possible of good attainments,
sed results to the individual and to the | rather above than below mediocrity. It
church from this cause, that I should feel | should be deeply grieved were I to reflect
inclined to urge them in union. This in | upon the usefulness or qualifications of our

point of foci 1 sigall do,and if I speak only pn?bationcrs. But there is no reflection
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in saying that they act at a disadvantage
in many cases, from not administering
sealing ordinances ; and they are preven-
ted from doing all that they could do, in
vacancies and stations, by the necessity
which they feel of avoiding even the ap-
pearance of courting a cull. Ought we
not also to have, therefure, one or more
ordained missionaries of good talents and
skilful in management continually in mo-
tion ?

For the wisdom of such a course we
have scripture example, and the expe-
rience of the Church. See Paul setting
out with Barnabas, and when he lost his
company, taking Silas, and traversing the
greater part of Asia Minor, and thence with
Luke passing into Europe. See him how
he thus acted once and again, and I think
we must feel convinced that we have got
too mueh iuto a stationary or an anti-mis-
sionary habit; as if the ininister was the
property of the congregation and support-
ed for congregational ends, rather than
for rhe extension of the Kingdom of Christ.

And what says experience! Did not
Whitefield do more good by his incessant
activity, his journeys and veyages, than he
would, or could have done, in any one lo-
cality? But as the man and his times
were both extraordinary, I would referyou
to the predecessors of the present Pictou
Presbytery, more especially to the practice
of the three missionary brethren by whom
it was coustituted, about half a century
ago. Their diligence in ministering to
the destitute is well worthy of our imita-
tion ; and we will be honored indeed if
we should have a moiety of their success.
They were men of superior attainments,
superior in pisty, in talents and in acquire-
raen:s.  But while they had personal pie-
ty and ministerial capability, they had al-
#0 2 fine missionary spirit. And they
did missionary work, and the Lord esta-
blished the work of their hands, and made
it to prosper, Aad is it not a fact, that
as ministers contract the habit of remain-
ing at home, that the missionary spirit de-
clines! I believe that all ministers re-
quire to go from home, to see the desti-
tution around them, especially in a coun-
try like this, in which in our spiritual as
in our natur il scenery, there is so much
more of waste than of cultivated soil.
It was whea Paul was at Athens and saw
the city wholly given to idolatry that ks
spirit was stirred withiu kim and he could
no longer be silent, but preached Jesus

‘and the Resurrection.

The missionary effurts of the Parems
Church constitute the chief glory of her
history. It was when she was most ear-
nest in these labours of love, spreading the
wospel as far as she could throughout
Scotlund, and at the samne time, sendinp
her missionaries to New York, to Pensyl-
vania aud to Nova Scutia, that the Lord
blessed her most abundantly. The pages
which record these events are the bright
est and most Juminous in her history.

There are others over which we must
drop a tear. Even conscientious contend-
ings for the faith, were mingled with
acrimonious recriminafions, in  som
in~tances at least, which will render the
reminiscences painful.  But  what the
Lord has honoured her to do for the ex-
tension of his kinadom, we shall tell ¢.
our children, charging them to make i
known to the generation which is to come.

It is so with ourselves. Sometimes to
our shame be it spuken, hours have been
wasted in useless debate, the recollection
of which brings no happiness.  But the
days spent in earnest efforts to devise wise
projects and to achieve great things for
the Redeemer’s Kingdom, will be long re-
membered with joy. Our South Sea
Mission will be regarded as a bright page.
and if all could be aroused to greater efforte
to evangelize this Jand the cheering effects
would suon be visible.

I urge it upon my brethren, because the
character of this voung coun'ry is in pra-
cess of formation.  'Who does not know
that in thelife of every youth, there is a
critical period‘ a time which may be turn
ed to excellent account, and the neglect
of which will lead to sad resulis? There
is such a time in the history of every
country. It issuchatime now in your
country. Allow your present opportuni-
ties to pass, and you will look for them in
vain, a quarter of a century hence. We
hea? of a tide in the affairs of men which
must betaken at the flood to lead to fortune.
Itis certain that in religious operations too,
there are times highly favourable for action.
Woe to the church which neglects them ;
she will repent at leisure, whea the time
for action is past. If you neglect to im-
prove the present, your childreun will Jook
back in amazement, and point out this as
the favourable time for progress, whick:
was lost through apathy. Tamconvinced
that unless we bosiir ourselves, and act
with vigour in extending and strengthen-
ing our Provincial operations, the present
geueration of ministers \;l;" be remember-
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ed a3 @ race unfit to succead their fathers,
and incapable of discerning ths times, to
know what Isracl ought 10 do.

A tide of emigration will sous flow ever
Nova Secotia. Railroad or no raitroad,
the character of her waste lands will en-
sure this.  On all sides the impression
evidently rests, that she is about to enter on
a new stage of progress. Well if there
is to be a large increase of population, is
it not importaot to the cause of truth and
of Saviour, to seize upon and parrison
every station of influence. I care not 10he-
ther it be East or West occupy it.  Yeu
may havea fierce conflict with Pupery yet;
and those who will do uothing now to
seize and fortify the stronghalds in their
own land, may live to rue the day, when
they allowed themselves to be indifferent
to the cause of truth and of their master.
Another department of usefulness and
of duty is the bringing under the notice of
young men of piety and promising talents,
the claims of perishing souls upon their
compassion, the claims of the Saviour to
their services. I care notby what Board
it is done or whether it is done by indi-
viduals, only let it not be neglected.—
Hav: we not seripture example for this?
How did Timothy enter the ministry?—
Was it not at the suggestion and urgent
solicitution of Panll  On a missionary
tour through Asia Minor the latter fll in
with young Timothy ahout Derbe, and
we are told ¢ Him would Paul have to go
with Aim,’’ he would take no denial. The
work was to be done and men must be
found to do it, and Timothy must go and do
his share, and he went.

demand!” No it will not. For years we
have experienced the reverse, and so have
other churches. [n Scotland where the
winisterial office is held in such high es-
timation, and where there is such a deep
and wide current of cottage piety, and pa-
rents feel it a privilege and an honour to
educate a son for the ministry, the difficulty
has not been felt 1o the same extent.  But
even there the churches have to seek for
and encourage students. More especially
in the United Srates Dr. Millur's testimo-
ny is decided, they must take active mea-
sures, and kecp themup, or be continually
cramped in ali their Home and Foreign
Missionary schemes. The most intelligent
and pious of our people expect the minis-
try to look carefully to this matter.

Mr. McG. alsoadvocated the giving of]
help to weak congregations, shewing that
the financial returns now gave us all the
information necessary, and naintaining
that the time was come for taking up and
fostering at leastone in_each Preshytery
for a commencement. Were all the Con-
gregations to give to the Home Missionary
fund, vur affairs would svon wear anim-
proved aspect. Iam sure that if we were
wmore fervent and resolute in these projects,
more ingenious in devising and more un-
wearied in executing them, the dews of
Heaven would descend more copiously
upon us. Happy day when we shail all
work hand in hand, and heart to heart.
**Then shall thy light break forth as the

morning and thy health apring forth spee-
dily, and thy righteousness shall gebefore
thee and the glery of the Lord shall be

“The supply will alwaysbe equal to the

thy rearward.”

MR. GEDDIE'S LETTER.
(Concluded.)
RXFORMED PRESBY TERIAN MISSIONARIES.

In a former letter T wrate to you about
two ministers of the ¢ Reformed Pres-
byterian Church’ of Scotland, resi-
dent in New Zealand. These brethren
were setit out by that church to lnhour
among the heathen. buton coming to New
Zealand, they found the ground preoccu-

pied by Chureh of England and Wesleyan
Missionaries. On my arrival at Samaea,
found that some of the Samoan Missiona-
ries had heen in correspondence with them,

Foreign Missions.

and by the advice of thesebrethren I wrote
to them inviting their co-operation in the
missionary work on these Islands. The
substance of that correspondence was
tranemitted by them to their mission eom-
mittee in Scotland, of which the Rev. Dr.
Bates, Glasgow, is Secretary, The result
has been that the committee have authori.
sed Rev. Mr. Inglis one of the brethren
on New Zealand to visit these Islands at
the r expenso, and if ke finds an eligible
field of labour to occupy it. We had a
visit from Mr. Inghs about six weeks ago.

He came hers in f1. M. S, ¢ Havaonsh.”
L2 vvamo-”-——c-sjé
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Through the kinduess of Sir George
(irey, governor of New Zealand and Capt.
Erskine he was favoured with a passage.
I gave Mr. Inglis all the information that
I could about the islznd. Itisyetdoubtful
if he will come tosettle on these islands
himself, as the health of Mrs. Inglis has
been in a precarious state for some time
past, and he has feared that it would suf-
fer by a removal to a tropical climate.—
Should = gracious providence remove or
lessen this difficulty, we will expect Mr.
Inglis here in April next at the close of
our unhealthy seazon. Mo will remain
with me until the arrival of the ¢ John
Williams’® most probably in June. We
shall then know, what aid to expect for
these islands from Nova Scotia or else-
where and we shall also have the benefit
of the counsel of one or two of the Samoan
Missionaries, as to his future location.—
The Rev. Mr. Duncan his associate will
remain in New Zealand.
EXPLORING THE ISLANDS.

The visit of the ** Havannah’ was an
agreeable relief to our solitude, We were
glad to have it in our power, to converse
with persons of our own colour, kindred
and tongue. The class of individuals whom
we usually meet on these islandsare men to
whom missionaries are very obnozious.—
As this is the only island in the group,
where 2 white man can enter into thein-
terior with safety, Capt. Erskine expressed
a desire to explore it. I accompanied
him and several of the-gentlemen from.the
ship on a journey. across the island. ‘The
journey is very fatiguing and the path
dangerous in some places, but the rugged
and romantic scenery, together with the
luxuriant and endless variety of foliage in
a great measure relieve it. In this party
there wasa Botanist, who had come fur the
express purpose of examining the produc-
tions of these islands. He was in raptures
during the whole of our excursion and pro-
nounced Aneiteum to be the richest bota-
nical field, that he had ever seen. OQur
native guides were almost loaded with an
almost endless variety of specimens.

CONCLUSION.

I must now conclude my letter already
too lonng. I entreat you to consider the
very peculiar circumstances of your infant
mission, and send help without delay. If
you consider the trials, the responsibilities
and the anxieties of a mission like your
Jfown; and also the di-advantages under
*which we labour arising from a tropical

{and unhealthy’ clime, I am sure you will{ The Doctxinal Puritans, per vol.

sec the impropriety of leaving me for any
length of time alone. We will count
the very days until the “John Wilhaws”
return from Britain, and sad indeed will
he our disappointment, if thete is no mis-
siouary from you in her. Now that you
have embarked in the cause of missions it
Is your duty to follow it up with a vigour
and faith which so impurtant a work merits
and absolutely commands.

You will be able from my letter to judge
of the state of the work yourselves. —
‘Though these isiands present a sphere of
labour suinewhat uninviting and arduous ;
yetI think we have much e¢neouragement
and a reasonable prospect of sucress at no
distaut period. You are aware that the
chdin ofislands stretching onwards from
this to the Indian Archipelago are chiefly
inhabited by the Papuan or Oriental negro
race. Iam not aware that eflfurts have
ever been made for the evangelization of
this people. It would be an interesting
event if the first soul of a new branch of the
human family were saved through the in-
strumentality ot our own beluved church.
And for an such uhject we may, and ought
even with a hallowed ambition aspire.

I Remain, Dear Brethren
Sincerely Yours &e.
Jen~ Gepnie.

Acknowledgements of money and other
notices are crowded out of this No. by
the length of the Report of the Synod’s
Missionary Meeting.

37 Miss Isabel Robson acknowledges
the receipt ~f Two Pounds, from the
Ladies of Prince St Church Religious and
Benevolent Society, in aid of the funds
for the relief of the French Protestants.
—]
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