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THE

GBURISTIAL BAITINER,

¢ Ifany man speak, let him speak as the oracles of Ged.
“This is love, that we walk alter his commandments.”

VOL. VL COBOURG, NOVEMBER, 1832. NO. I1.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE SABBATH AND THE LAW.

Farexp Orirnaxr :—I am one of that kind of folk who want to have
the why and the wherefore for every thing that I ameyuired to have
faith in ; also one that wishes to avail myself of all the opportunities
that come in my way of obtaining Bible knowledge; and believing
that you may 7 be able to assist in my present inguiry, or at least to
point out where I go astray, I will thercfore inform you that I was
brought up in the Presbyterian faith, haying great regard for the Sch-
bith day and the shorter catechisin - Amengstmy I'(.]l“‘ll)llb acquaiut-
ances there were Baptists and those of your way of thinlxing The
obscrvance of the Subhath occasionully formed part of our conversa-
tion. I objected that Baptists do not keep the Sabbath so strict as
the Presbyterians do.  In reply I was told that Christians are not

rcq.nred to keep the Jews’ Sabbath and <mptur<, was pointed outas
authority for tlm at the same time I was told that Christians are not
under the law but under grace. Al this was somewhat new to we,
bat having o leaning towards the Baptists or ratller to your way of
thinking in snae tln.)us, it did not require much persuasion to make
i me go in with all that was advanced, cspecially as the Sablath was

ratier a disagreealle day to me; 2nd for this reason I could never
work my feelings up to that piteh ‘that I helieved to be indispensable
in the rizht olscrvance of the Sablath according to the catechism.
But after receiving this new light, my mind was more at case. and
things weut on \munthl) but sowe time ago there was sanething
like a “controversy between some of your ]leople on the subject of the

1 Lecame somewhat aifraid that my new ereed was rather ha stﬂj ador.

cessity of h.nnw faith in the gospel upon our knowledge. and that to

might rest wpon my own knowledge. T have also hcard it tavght
that it was neeessary for those who jntended to xur in the Christian
race. that if they desire to obtain the prize, th iey must begin tusun at
¢ thestarting pnct and not at any intermediate Gistance fr(»:(\\ 15 f}o
i Lalso resolved in my inguiries to begin at the beginning, -

Sablath and the Law. and apon laoking over their comuunicat tons !

ted  But having heard seme of the Disciple preachers teach tho ne-

have correct faith we must fie<t have correct Lno\\]eu«c Iresolved to
examine the scriptares as to the-o questions that my fajth in thewm
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Gen. ii 3 “ And God blessed the seventh day an sanctified it.”—
Now we find that the Sabbath was mstituted before Adam sinned,
and we are informed that ¢ the Sabbath was made for man.” Then
it follows that man necded the aid of the Sabbath in his first state
Now this day being blessed and sanctified, or sct apart, and acecrd-
ing to the Scriptures whatever, was sanctified was Loly to the Lord,
then the Sabbath being sanctified, it was holy to the Lord : it is the
Lord’s day : and could nut again be dis-hallowed without the same
authority that hallowed it.  Query: Was the Auntediluvians comman-
ded to sanctify the Subbath, and is there any trace on record that they
obeyed the command.  Certainly there i, The very fact that the
seventh day was sanctificd, oue would thiuk, is of itself enough to
satisfy any Christian; but theve is mueh more than this on record.
It is written Gen. iv. 20, that at the birth of Xnos  then began man to
eall upou the name of the Lord”  Paul would say  How then shall
they call on him in whom they have not believed” &e Now this first
community of men beginning to worship God aceeptably in 4 regular
manner shows that they were taught of God “ as it is written in the
prophets that they shall all be taught of God,” and that their faith
in his promises produced this obedience to bis commands.  Here then
you will see that it was their hmperative duty to sanctify the Sab-
bath. .

Again, we find that Enoch was a good man “ and walked with Gad,”
and kept all bis commaunds ; and again we find that Methusclah and
Lemech transmitted these laws and institutions uncontaminated to
Noah ; for we find that Gud testified this = for thee have I seen right-
cous before me in this generation ™ Noah being a preacher of right.
eousness, that he taught his family in the ways of God after the
Deluge we cannot doubt ; and we are informed that his family as they
inereased spread themselves iute various parts of the earth carrving
these laws and institutions with them, and we find  that Abraham who
lived in Ur of the Chaldees was correetly tauzht inall the ways of the
Lord ; for he reccived the sign of eircumcisivn. a seal of the righte-
ousness of the faith which lie had Leing yet an uneiremneised Gentile,
and Jacob wien he went down into Euoypt with his family. they were
all taught of Cod.  Itappears that tlus kuowledge was nor lost sight
of when God took them by the Land to lead them into Fgavpt, and
when they were come into the wilderness of Sin and the fuol that they
brought with them was caten up, they murmured against Moses,
Tixo. xvi 4. ¢ Then said the Lord uato Moses. behold T will rain bread
from heaven for you. and the people shill goout and gatlicr a certain
rate every day, that I may prove them whether they will walk in my
law or no,” verse 5, “ and it shall come to pass” &e, verse 23, and
the Lord said unto Moses. How long refuse ye tokeep iy command-
mentsand my law.  See, for that the Ld hath given you the Sab-
bath ; therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days
&e.”  Any person who will take the trouble to examine this chapter
will eagily see that these commandments and laws are not spoken of
as of recent date, but that they are the same that Jacob and hig fam-
ity believed in when they went down into Lyypt. Now we have traced
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the Sabbath and his laws from Adam to this period, and showed that
there has never been a time since the creation wherein there was not
men that loved God and kept his commandments and laws ; but we
are not yet informed in so many words what these connnandments and
laws were.  But it is written in the 4th verse that the Lord was about
to prove them ; and how did the Lord prove them? We aunswer by
proclaiming the ten commandments from Sinai in the audience of all
Israel and by engraving them in two tables of stone and causing them
to be put into the ark tor-a testimony against all who should hence-
forth disobey them Bxo. xxxiv 1 incluisive to the 20th “ And the
Lord said unto Moses, Write thou these words ; for after the tenor
of these words I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel.”
¢ And the Lord wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant the
ten commandments.” What Moses wrote was called the book of the
law, and what the Tiord proclaimed from Sinaiwas called the cove-
nant, and for this reason, verse 10th ¢ behold I make a covenant be-
fore all thy people” &e. But the condition upon which the Lord
could fulfil his part of the eovenant depended upon Israel fulfilling
their part of the covenant—that is, in obeying his commandments
and laws.

Bat saysan objector—The observance of the Sabbath is not taught
in the fow Festament. Answer: it was sanctified at the beginning,
and again proclaimed from Sinai: and asit was never cancelled by the
authority of God. it was not necessary that it should be again pro-
claimed in the New Testament. Jesus' reply to John was ¢ suffer
it to be so now; for thusit becometh us to fulfil all rightcousness” or
as seme have tiaaslated it, tohonor all institutions. Then the Lord
and ali Lis apostles honoured the Sabbath, nur is there a single instance
in the New Testament that any Jew or Christian ever doubted the
existence of the Sabbath, but I think that our Lord hath set this
question atrest in Mat 24 20 « But pray ye, that your flight be not
in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day.” Here the Lord acknow-
ledges the existence of the Sabbath when Jerusalem was destroyed
and zll the apostles, if we except John, was called home, or their mis-
sion was finished, before this event hapened, and A. Cumpbell in In-
fidelity refate U by Tafilels, page 107, says, Justin Martyr to Anto-
nius Pius speaks thus . “On the day called Sunday we meet together
on which day Jesus Christ our Saviour arose from the dead ; on the
day before Saturday he was erucified,and on the day after Saturday
which is Sunday, he appeaved to his apostles.” It then appears that
in Justin' Martyr’s day Christians sanctified the Sabbath, and fur-
thermore that they were not then begun to render the word Sabbath
| obsolete by invariably substituting in its place the words fivst day of
the week. and in the above quoted work page 243 Julian the apostate
¢ finds fault also.with the Decalogue of Moses. which, as he says, con-
tained no precepts thatare not equally regurded by all nations excep-
ting these two: Thou shalt worship no other Gads. Aud remem-
| ber the Sabbath day. Then we understand from this man that the
nations generally based their laws upon the ten commaundments, also
that Christians in the. third century regarded the Decalogue and the

¥y
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Sabbath as institutions then in existence. I have thus noted a few
of the prominent features of this history in connexion with these
questions under review, and I find myself constrained to come to |
the conclusion that the tem commandments were the primary laws, !
and as they were a covenant to Israel, it follows that they were a cov. |
enant to Adam and his family also. Neither can I find any scripture |;
that authorizes us to believe that this covenant is abolished either to
Adam and his family generally, ov to Abraham and his family in !
particular: for we cannot admit a dark far-fetched inference to be :-
valid in such a case. !
Now, friend Oliphant, my position is before you, and if in your wis- !
dom you find that I bave brought forward anything that is not serip-
tural, be pleased to point it out; or if I have overlooked anything that
would change the aspect of the above remarks, note it. Liut I have
heard some of your people boast themselves not a little of their Bibkle !
| knowledge, and if I'am wrong in any thing that I have advanced,
they can casily put me right; but must not forget to give the why 1|
and the wherefore. '
It may be some apology for the inaccuracies of this artiele to know

that I amnot in the habit of writing fer the Press.
OBSERVATOR.
RerLy To * OBSCRVATOR.”

Mr. % Opspnvator " My Dear Sik :—Your frankness is eatitled
to respect, and your sinecrity and love of what you conceive truth,
as evinced in your remarks, are praiseworthy. 1 send you throngh
this paper a short response,

I have a passing remark to make upon your first sentence. You |
state that you belong to a class of people who seek for the why and
the whercfore of everything they are called upon te believe. I am

i truly sorry you belong to such a people : for I fear that so sinecroa |
gentleman as yourself will receive injury from them. Let me say that
you bave all east yourselves upon a sea without shore. or 2 universe !
without bound.  'o ask what is duty, or what is to be believed. as- i
certaining it from the -nfallible Word, is both prudent and righs, i
wise and safe ; but to ask why God has appoinsed this or that thing
He calls us to have faith in, is beyoud the bounds of the Book aud i
belongs to the departiwent of philosophy. Did you intend to be thus
understood ?

I appreciate your zeal in studying the observance of the Sabbath. I-
My impression is that you have in much faithinlness devoted your- !
self to the investigation of the question. But has not your zeal to
¢ begin at the beginning’ carried you too far2 The beginning of what?
Of the Christian Church 2 Of the Jewish Church 2 OF the new
world begun by Noah after the Fiovodt  Of the history of the crea-
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tion ? Each hasan appropiate beginning. John the =apostle says
“ That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes—that which we have scen and heard de-
clare we unto yot.” Suppose we begin at the apostle’s beginning ?
Or the evangelist Mark's beginning—* The beginning of the gospel
of Jesus Christ

No; if we are in scarch of dircctions to observe the Sabbath, we
must g back to what was before the beginning spoken of by John
or Mark It iz 2 good rule never to look for dircctions in reference
to any in-titution where the institution itself is not recognized. The
‘nstitution of the Subbath or seventh day——a name and a day sacred
to the people of God from the ereation to the resurrection of Jesus

", —torims no part of the Christian code of obligations, and hence it

wanld be labor Jost to search for laws and preeepts for the right
obsarvance of the day in the new seriptares It would be as conx.st.

. cut toattempt to learn how we are to honour the Lord’s day by av

. examination of the law of Moses, as to search for a guide to keep the

Sibbath in the narratives, sermons, epistles, and prophesies of the
apostles and evangelists of Jesus Christ.

Tlere are. if T understand you, four things which you desire to
maintain:

1. That the Ten Commandments were given to Adam and lis
posterity. l

2. That the aatediluvians were directed how to observe the Sabba L.

3. That the Sabbath was honoured aud ackuowledged by Jesus.

4. That the Sabbath as a divine institution is now to be ket
as part and pareel of the gospel.

Naut any one of these propositions, so far as I have learned, can be
maintained by the divine seriptures. 1 simply in the meantime af.
tirm my convietion that they are not tenable. Now for an effort at
proof !

tirst,—tlie covenant ratified at Sinai was, at the time it was given,
a new and not an old covenant.  Moses. referring to it subsequently,
Deut. v. 2, 3, 8 ys, “ The Lord our God made a covenant with us
in Horeb; the Lord made not this covenant with our futhers but
with us, even us; who arve all of us alive this day.”  The Ten Cum-
maundmerts were thuos given to the Jewish people by divine anthority,
aud were never before given, That the Sabbath had been observed
in some forin previously is readily granted ; for the wording of the

lommaund concerning it would indicate this—for the divine language
is. “ Remewmber the Sabbath &e.” But mark : the Jews henceforth
observe it as part of the law because proclaimed from the Mount—
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not because it had been acknowledged prior to the ratification of the
covenant at Sinai. It was not obligatory upon the Jews because hon-
ored by the Patriarchs: it was their imperative duty to obey the
injunctions respectirg it because commanded by Moses. T.et it be
carefully noted that Jews were to “ do” or “ not do” preeisely as their
lawgiver dirccted.  Even circumcision, though instituted and prac-
tised hundreds of years before the organization of the Jewish nation,
required to be enjoined by Mouses to make it valid to the Jewish
people.  Thus much, then, in reference to the time when the Ten
Commands were given.

Second,—respeeting what the antediluvians knew about the Sablath
I can say nothing. Moses’ history is silent on the subject.  What-
ever they knew, they put their knowledge to bad account : for only

one small family was worthy of being saved at the time of the
Flood.

Third,—Jesus, during his ministry on carth, was more than once
rebuked by the Jews for the libertics he took on the Sabhath day.—
He was however a conservative as it respected the Jewish lan. When
he was a Teacher in person, it must be remembered that the © time
was at hand”—not fully eome—when his kingdom should begin.  Re-
specting his language, ¢ Pray ye that your flight be not in the wintor,
neither on the Sabbath day.” if the allusion to the Sabbath here is
to be speeially noted, esn we not on the same principle make use of
the allusion to the winter as implying its sanctification : for the Jews,
in their tribulation, were to pray with equal earnestucss that their
flight might not bein the winter. How will this interpretation, at

a venture, suit you : ¢ Pray that you may not have to flce when your |

reverence for the Sabbath, or the severity of the season. will prevei t
you from making a sucecsful eseape’ Ycu are aware I presume
that the devout Jews would neither fight ner fice on the Sabbath;
and hence the more devout the greater their destruetion if required

to preserve themselves by flight on a day which prohibited them from |

journying save a limited distance. Butif you will ccnscerate the
Sabbath, as a Christian institution, from this aliusion. you will net
object to any one conscerating the whole winter (uine months of it
in some countrics) on the like warrant.

Fourth,—but the principal propesition, beecause of its bearing wpon |

vour duty and mine, is that which affirms tlie Sabbath is now to be

observed—to be honoured #s an institution of the gospel by all Chris. -

tian men, Wil you, my frieud * Observaior,” inform me and mavy
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others where anything like authority is found for the observance of
the Sabbath day by the Lord’s disciples ? What I know concerning
the sacred day of the current dispensation is indicated by thesc serip-
tures: I wasin the spirit on the Lord’s day.” « On the first day
of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread” at
"Troas, the apostle Paul preached to them. “Upon the first day of
the weelk let every one of you lay by him instore” These expros-
sions from John, from Liuke, and from Paul sufficiently evince how
the Lord’s day or first day of the week was regarded by the primi-

i tives who gave us the-seriptures of the new covenant.

When it is recolleeted that the Sabbath was recognized and hon-
ored by the fathers before Moses’ day, and that notwithstanding this
it was neeessary that it should be incorporated in the Jaw code in or-
der to be legally recoguized by the members of the Jewish chureh,
it is net too much to ask for the evidence of its trausference to us by
its introduction into the new law by Christ Jesus our Lord.  Mean-
time, while I wait for light on this subject (calmly and kindly) I
will submit with great reliance upon their truth and tenability the

i following cardinal points, which Iam ready to maintain and defend
" both by word and writing before God and man :

1. The institution of the Sabbath is an old and obsolete institution,
henee not now obligatory on saint or sinner.

ond. The Jewish and Patriarchal Sabbath was the seventh day
of the week—the Lord’s day is the first day of the week.

3rd. The Sabbath was instituted in honour of the fivst creation when
God rested from his Jabors—the Lord’s day isin honour of the res-
urrection of Jesus or the new ercation, when he cntered upon his
reign.

4th..The Sabbath was a day of rest—the Lord’s day is a day of
work, adapted to the promotion of all the interests of Christ’s king-

! dom and the spiritual enrichment of the subjects of it.

5th, The Sabbath was observed by the Jews and the fathers by
divine authority—the Lord’s day is the day on which the first and
divinely guided disciples assembled in honour of their risen Lord and
for the observance of the ordinances of his house.

As I am disposed to look at the question before us, and not at any
person or persons, and have no quarrel with any man or men, person-
ally considered, your response to this I presume will be fortheoming
on the same principle. Personalities, we are all aware, are not argu-
ment, and there is little rhetoric in them. Let us see if we cannot
pass two letters each upou this topie in the best of good feeling.

e

i
i
a
|
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I shall only devote one letter more, all things concurring to this ques- -

tion as now brousht np. Meanwhile I leave this vesponse and what
T have said in the August and September numbers for your serutiny
and review. tonther o th all others who like yoursell ave interest-

ed in com aring names and things of present or previous human !

authority with the teaching of our Lord and Saviour through his quo-
rum of inspired and heaven-qualitied agents.
Yours frankly,
D Ovtenaxe.

INQUISITION OF MADRID, 1209.

We have seldom vead a more thrilling narrative of anything per-
<o v o

taining to any Romish Inquisition than the following.  The chief gen-
tleman who appears Lefore us as the military destroyer of this *nest of
unclean birds)” is now a miuister. D. O.

Ix 1809, Col. Lehmanowsky was attached to the part of Napoleon's
army which was stationed in Madrid  And while in that city, said
Col. L., I uscd to speak freely among the people what I thought of
the Priests and Jesuits, and of the Ingnisition. It had been decreed
by the Empcror Napolean that the [nguisition and Monasteries should
be suppressed, but the decree, he said. like some of the Jaws enacted
in this country, was not exccuted.  Months had passed away, and the
prisons of the Inquisition had not been oper~l.  Orce night about 106
or L1 o'clock, aslic was walking the streets of Madrid, two armead
men sprang upon him from an alley, and made a furious attack. e
instantly drew his sword. put himseli’ in a posture of defence, and,
while strnegling with them, he saw at a distance the light of the pa-
troles—I'=eneh soldiers mounted. who earried lavterns, and who rode
through the streets of the eity at all hours of the night, to preserve
order. He ealled to them in French, aud, as they hastened to his as-
sistance, the assailuuts took to their heels und escaped, not, however.
before he saw by their dress that they belonged to the guards of the
Inquisition.

He went immediately to Marshal Soult. then Governo: ~f Madrid,
told him what had taken place. and reminded him of the decree to
suppress this institution. Marshal Soult replied that ke might go
and destroy it.  Col L. teld him that his regiment (the 9th of the
Polish Lancers) was not sufheient for such a service, but it he would
give him two additional regiments—the 117th, and another, which he
named—he would undertake the work. The 117th regiment was
under the command of Col. De Lile, who is now, like Col, I.. a min-
istor of the gospel, and pastor of an evangelical church in Marseilles,
France. The troops required were granted, and I proceeded (said Col.
L.) to the Inquisition, which was sitnated about five miles from the

city. It wag surrounded with a wall of great strength, and defended |

by a company of soldiers. When we arrived at the walls, I address-
ed one of the sentinels, and summmoned the holy fathers to surrender
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to the imperial army, and open the gates of the Inquisition. The sen-
tinel, who was standing on the wall, appeared to enter into conversa-
tion for a moment with some one within; at the close of which he pre-
sented his musket, and shot onc of my men. This was the signal of
attack, and I ordered my troops to fire upon those who appeared on
the walls.

It was soon obvious that it was an unequal warfare. The walls of
the Inquisition were covercd with the soldiers of the holy office ; there
was also a breast work upon the wall, behind which they partiully ex-
posed themselves as they discharged their muskets.  Qur troops were
i the open plain, and exposed to a destructive fire.  We had no can-
non, nor could we scale the walls, and the gates successfully resisted
all attempts ot forcing them. I could not retire and send for caunon
to breakthrough the walls, without giving them time for blowing us
up. I saw that it was necessary to change the mode of attack, and
directed some trees to be cut down and trimmed, to be used as bat-
tering rams. Two of these weve taken up by detachments of men,
i as numerous as eould work to advantage, and brought to bear upon
; the walls with all the power which they could exert. while the troops
. kept up a fire to protect them from the fire poured upon them from
the walls.  Presently the walls began to tremble, a breach was made,
and the imperial troops rushed into the Inquisition. Mere we met
witl an incident. which nothing but Jesuitical effrontery is cqual to.
The inquisitor general, followed by the father confessors in their
priestly robes, all eame out of their rooms, as we were making our way
into the interior of the Inquisition, and with long faces, and their
arms erossed over their breasts, their fingers resting on their shoul-
ders, as though they had been deaf to all the noise of the attack and
defence, and had just learned what "was going on, they addressed
themselves, in the language of rebuke. to their own soldiers, saying,
“ Why do you fight our friends, the French 7

Their intention, no doubt, was to make us think that this defence
was wholly unauthorized by them, hoping, if they could make us be-
lieve that they were fricndly, they should have a better opportunity,
in the confusion of the moment, to escape. Their artifice was too
shallow, and did not succeed I caused them to be placed under
guard, and all the soldiers of the Inquisition to he secured as prison-
ers.  We then proceeded to examine all the rooms of the stately ed-
ifice. We passed through room after room ; found all perfeetly in or-
der, richly furnished, with altars and crueifixes, and wax candles in
abundance, but could discover no evidences of iniquity being practized
there, nothing of those peculiar features which we expected to find in
an Inquisition. We found splendid paintings, and a rich and esten-
sive library. Here was beauty and splendor, and the most perfeet
order on which my eyes had ever rested.. The architecture, the pro-
portions were perfect. The ceiling and floors of wood were scoured
and highly polished. The marble floors were arranged with a striet
regard to order. There was every thing to please the eye and gratify
a cultivated taste ; but where were those horrid instruments of tor-
ture of which we had been told ; and where those dungeons in which
human beings were said to be buried alive? We searched in vain.

W
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The hely father assured us that they had been beliod; that we hud
seen all; and I was prepared to abandon the search. convineed that
this Inquisition was different from others of which I had heard.

But Col. De Lile was not so ready as myself to give up the search,
and said to me, “Colonel, you are commander to-day, and as you say
so it must be ; but if you will be advised by me, let this marble floor
be examined. Let water be brought and peured upon it, and we will
watch and sce if there is any place through which it passes more free-
ly than others.” 1 replied tohim,“ Do as you please, Colonel,” and
ordered water to be brought accordingly. The slabs of marble were
large, and beautifully polished. When the waterhad been poured over
the floor, much to the dissatisfaction of the inguisitors, a carefil exami-
nation was made of every scan iu the floor.to scc if the water pass-
ed through. Presently Col De Lile exclaimed that he had found it.
By the side of one these marble slabs the water passed through fast,
as though there was an opening beneath.  All hands were now at

work for further discovery ; the ufficers with their swords, and the sol- i

diers with their bayonets. scekiug to clear out the seam and pry up
the slab ; others, with the butts of their muskets striking  the slab
with all their might to break it. while the priests remonstrated against
our desecrating their holy and beautiful house. While thus engaged,
8 soldier, who was striking with the butt of his musket, struck a
spring, and the marble slab flew up.  Then the faces of the inyuisit-
ors grew pale as Belshezzar, when the handwriting appeared on the
wall; they trembled all over.  Bencath the marble slab, now partly
up, theze was a staircase. [ stepped to the altar, and took from the
candlestick one of the candles foar feet in leugth which was burn-
ing, that I might explore the room below. As I was deing this, 1
was arrested by one of the inquisitors, who laid his- hand gently on

my arm, and with a very demure and holy look said, “My son. you !.
must not take those lights with your bloody hands, they are holy.” |
“Well,” I said, I will take a hely thing to shed light on iniquity; I |

will bear theresponsibility.” I tuok the candle, and proceeded down
the staircasc. .As we reached the fuat of the stairs we entered a large

square room, which was the Uall of Judgement. In the centre of it |

was a large block, and a chain fastenc® teit.  On this they had heen
accustomed to place the aceused, chairned t¢ his scat.  On one side of
the room was onc elevated scat. cal’ ed the Throne of Judgement.
This the Inqusitor deneral occapiea, on vither side were scats less
elevated, for the holy fathers. wlen engaged in the solemn business
of the Holy Inquisition. From this room we procceded to the right,
and obtained access to small cells. extending to the entire length of
the cdifice ; and here such sights were presented as we hioped never
to see again.

These cells were places of solitary confinement, where the wretehed
objects of inquisitorial hate were confined ycar after year, till death
released them from their sufferings, and their bodies were suffered to
remain until they were entirely decayed, and the rooms had become
fit for others to occupy. To prevent this being offensive to those who
occupied the inquisition, there were flues or tubes extending to the
open air, sufficiently capacious to carry off the odor In these cells we
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found the remains of some who had paid the debt of nature ; some
of them had been dead apparently but a short time, while of others
nothing remained but their bones, still chained to the fioor of their
dungeons.

In other cells we found living sufferers of both sexes, and of every
age, from three score years and ten down to fourteen or fifteen years
—all naked 2s when boro into the world ! and all in chains! Here
were old men and aged women, who had been shut up for many
years. Here, too, were the middle aged, and the youngman and the
maiden of fourteen years old. The soldiers immediately went to
work to release these captives from their chains, and took from their
' Knapsacks clothing to cover their nakedness They were exceeding-
' ly anxious to bring them out to the light of day; but Col. L., aware

_ of the danger, had food given them, and then brought them gradually
‘i to the light, as they were able to hear it.

We then procceded, said Col. L.. to explore another room on the
left  Here we found the instruments of torture, of every kind which
! the ingenuity of men or devils could invent. Col. L. here described
four of these horrid instruments. The first was a machine by which
.. the vietim was coufined, and then, begiuning with the fingers, every
' joint in the hands, arms and body, were broken or drawn, one
i1 after another, until the vietim died. The sccond was a box, in which
"1 the L >ad and neck of the victim were so closely confined by a screw,
. that he could not move inany way. Over the box was a vessel, from
* whieh one drop of water a second fell upon the head of the vietim—
" every successive drop falling upon precisely the same place on the
. head, suspended the cireulation in a few moments, and put the suf-
 ferer in the most excrutiating agony  The third was an infernal ma-
i chine, laid horizontally, to whieh the victim was bound; the machine
. then*being placed between two beams, in which were scores of knives
. so fixed that, by turning the machine with a crank, the flesh of the
sufferer was torn from his limbs all in small pieces. The fourth sur-
passed the other in fiendish ingenuity. TIts exterior was a beautiful |
! woman, or large doll; richly dre~scd, with arms extended, ready to em- |
brace its vietim  Around her feet a semi-circle was drawn.  The vie- |,
tim who passed over this mark, tonched a spring, which caused the '
diabolical engine to open ; its arms clasped him, and a thousand knives |,
cut him into as many picces in the deadly embrace. |

{
|

— T
—_—

Col. L. said that the sight of these engines of infernal cruelty kin- |,
dled the rage of the soldiers to fury. They declared that every in-
quisitor and soldicr of the inquisitiun should be put to the torture.
Their rage was ungovernable. Col. I.. did not oppose them ; they
might have turned theic anms against him, if he had attempted to ar-
rest their work. They began with the holy fathers. The first they
put to death in the machine for breaking juints. The torture of the
inquisitor put to death by the dropping of water on his head, was most
excrutiating. The poor man cried out in agony to be taken from the
fatal machine. The inquisitor general was brought before the infer-
nal engine called “The Virgin.” He begs to be excused. “No,” said
they, “you have caused others to kiss her, and now you must do it.”




1| tere of four of them—his heart sickened at the awful scene
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They interlocked their bayonetts so as to form large forks, and with
these pushed him over the deadly circle. The beautiful image in-
stantly preparcd for the embrace, clasped him in its arms, and he was
{| cut into innumerable picces. Col. L. said that he witnessed the tor-
and he
left the soldiers to wreck their vengence on the last guilty inmates of
that prison-house of hell. .

In the meantime it was reported through Madrid that the prisons
of the Inquisition were broken open, and multitudes hastened to the
fatal spot. And oh, what a mecting was there ! It waslike a resurree-
tion ! About a hundred, who had been buried for many years, were
now restored to life. There were fathers who found their long lost
daughters ; wives were restored to their husbands, sisters to their
brothers, and pareits to their children ;and there were some who could
recognize no friend among the multitude. The scene was such asno
tongue can describe.

When the multitude had retired, Col L. caused the library, paint-
ings, furniture, &c., to be removed, and having sent to the city for a
wagon load of powder, he deposited a large quantity in the vaults be-

neath the building, and placed a slow match in connection with it.
All had withdrawn at o distance, aud in a few moments there was a
most joyful sight to thousands. Tie walls and turrets of the massive
stracture rose majestically tuwards the heavens, iinpelled by the tre-
mendous explosion, and fell back tu carth aunimmense heap of ruins.
The Inquisition was no morel—7%ul. Christ. Obs.

—_——

A NARATIVE

OF THE ORIGIN AND TORMAT:OX OF THI: WESTMINSTER CONTESSIOX OF IAITIY.
) No. III.

Ix taking a correct view of the Westminster Confession it is nee-
essary to take a correct view of the divines that formed it ; and in do-
ing this it will be necessary to pay a due attention to their proceed-
_ings. In our last nuaber we left them preparing an exhortation to
. engage all persons above cighteen years of age in Hngland to swear
to and subscribe the solewn league and covenant. Many schemes
were adopted, and many ¢ ivocations and intrigues exhibited by the
clergy, then called the loy.iiists, to avoid the oath. The Puritans now
had “the power on their side, and that has always given right to the
einrgy to do what was conducive to their dominion. Confiscations,
ejectments, proseription, and peunalties, were now the order of the
day. But this was only establishing a precedent, which, in the reign
of the next king, oceasioned wany to repent of their cruelty and -
tolerance ; for men generally hate persecution when themselves are
the objects of it. The king forbade his subjects to swear to the cov-
enant, but some of them tauntingly exhorted him to take the cov-
enant himself.

In pursuance of an order from the parliament the divines wrote to
the Belgic, French, Helvetian, and other reformed churches. They
} sent them a copy of the covenant to shew how pious they were, and
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-out a single advocate. All who remained were for taking down the

besought them to own them in any way they pleased, “as contempt-
ible builders, called to repair the Lord’s house in a troublesome time”
and to pray for them that “they might see the pattern of this house;
and that they might commend such a platform to our Zerubbabels (i e.
the members of parliament) as may be most agreeable to his word,
nearest in conformity to the best reformed churches,and to establish :!
upiformity among ourselves.” .
All the Episcopalian divines left the assembly before the bringing '
in of the covenant, except Dr. Ieatly, who was expelled for corres- |
ponding with archbishop Usher, and for revealing the proccedings |
of the assembly contrary to their rules. From the time of taking ;
!

!

the covenant Mr. Neal dates the entire dissolution of the hierarchy,
though not formally abolished by aet of parliament.

January 19, 1614, the Scots army, consisting of twenty-one thou- !
sand soldiers. commanded by Gen. Leven, crossed the Tweed and |-
entered into Bngland. This event changed the procceding of par- :-
liament and the assembly. The controversy about church diseipline i
was now changed. Before the arrival of the army, a reformation of |
the hierarchy was only insisted upon; but now the total extirpation ;l
of itwas attempted.  The first step to do this effectually was to pu- |
rify the universities. which were the head quarters of the Licrarchical !
divines, and to make them puritanical fountains. The colleges were |
thenall for the king and the hicrarchy. But the Calvinists were de- i
termined to purify them. They began with Cambridge. The Pur- 11
itans represented the teachers in that university. or the elergy contro- |
ling it, as “ idle, ill-cflected, and scandalows.” The parliament, by an |
ordirance of January 22, gave the work of purifying this university |
to the Iarl of Mancliester, with full power to * ¢ject” from office whom |
he pleased ; * to sequester their cstates, means, and revenues; to dis- ‘
pose of them as he thought fit, and to place others in their room, being
first approved by the assembly of divines sitting at Westminster.”— f
He was to use the covenantasa test. On Mavch 18, 1644, the cov- §
enant was offered to such graduates only as were supposed to be dis- '
affected towards the parliument and divines; after which about two
hundred were expelled. Mr. Neal gives the names of elever doctors |
of great attainments who were displaced, and thinks that, because !
of their love of monarchy and hicerarchy, the times require their ex- (
pulsion. As the WVestminster divines had the filling up of the vacan.
cies they took special care to fill the empty chairs with good orthodox
teachers and divines. and therefore filled thore than half the vacancies, |
occasioned by the expulsion of the Doctors, out of their own asser-
bly. During the year 1644, fifty-five persons were examined and ap-
pointed to the vacant fellowships in this university by makers of the
confession.

“ Before we notice the debates of the assembly of divines, it will
be proper, says Mr. Neal, to distinguish the several parties of which
it was constituted. The Episcopalians had entirely deserted it before
the heginning of the covenant, so that the establishment was left with-

AT T

main pillars of hicrarchy before they had agreed what sort of build-
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L ing to erect in its room. The members of the assembly which now
remained were divided as respected discipline and church govern-
ment, into three parties—Presbyterians, Erastians, and Independents.
The name Puritan is from this time to be discarded. It once cover-
ed them all; but now they are distinguished by their views of church
discipline. The majority of the assembly at first intended only the
reducing episcopacy to the standard of the first and second age. But
for the sake of the Scots’ alliance, they were prevailed with to lay
aside the name and fanction of bishops, and attempt a preshyterial
form : which at length they advanced into jus dictivom, or a divine
institution. The Krastians were for giving the keys to the civil majis-
trate, and denied that there was a jus dévivewn for any formn of
church government  The independents or congregational brethren
composed a third party, and made a bold stand against the high
proceedings of the presbyterians, and plead the jusdivinum, ox the
divine institution of the congregational plan.  There was not an ana.
baptist in the assembly ; but out of doors they joined with the in-
. dependents on the subject of church government.  They made a con-
.. siderable figure at this time, and joined with the independents in
contending for a to leration of all nonconformists. Lord Claren-
don represents the independents as abhorring monarehy, and approv-
ing of pone but a republican government ; and that as to religion,
their principles were contrary to all the rest of the world ; that they
would not endure ordinary ministers in the church; but every one
among them prayed, preached, admonished and interpreted seripture
~ without any other call than what himself drew from his supposed
"+ gifts and the approbation of his hearers. Yet, with all their igno-
. ranee, they were an overmateh for the presbyterians and Erastians in
t the assembly, who out voted them, b::t dare not debate with them, as
. we shall see in their debates on church discipline. '

5, October 12, 1644, the parlinment ordered the assembly “to confer
i, and treat among themselves of such a government and discipline as
| may be most agrecable to God’s holy word, and mest apt to procure
I and preserve the peace of the church at howe, and a near agrecment |
| with the chureh of Scotland, to be settled in this chureh, instead of the
¢ present church government, by archbishops, bishop, &ec. which it is
| resolved to take away, and to deliver their advices touching the same
i to both houses of parliament with all convenient speed.” The ancicnt
. order of worship and discipline in the church of England was set aside
twelve months before any other form of government was appointed.
Upon the petition of the divines, the parliament passed an ordinance
for the ordiration of ministers, and appointed ten members of the as-
sembly to constitute an ordinating committec ; to appoint or ordain by
impositicn of hands all tkose whom they deemed qualified to be put
into “the sacred ministry.” Thiswas an ordinance psv iempore. They
appointed other ordinating committees in different parts of the king-
dom. 'To these ordinances and measures the independents entered
their dissent, unless the ordination was attended with the previous
election of some church.
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POSITION AND PRINCIPLES OF DISCIPLES:
NO. XL

The original heralds of the new covenant are the best expositors of
its intention, its provisions, and requirements.  The Disciples go to
the place where these primitive heralds of the gospel received their
authority, eomumenced their labours, and made their first converts,
believing that they are models and instructors for all time. Theories
of conversionwe wholly and persistently rejeet, for they are unprofitable
and vain. - The Lord Messiah, through his chosen and inspircu agents,
proposes no theory of salvation. but Le proposes to save men. making

known his will as the only Lord and Sasiour, and asking obedicnce to :

it- So we helieve and 50 we proclaim to all who arg willing to hear
the word of life.

Now, then, friendly and refiecting reader, let us if possible enter
into the place of audicnce to hear the Lord by his divine heralds with-
out carrying with us one prejudice or one sentiment which may pre.
vent the cordial reception of the truth of heaven.

We begin with the interview between Jesusand “the apostles whom
he had chosen” as narrated by Luke in Acts, chap. i.  Emlraced 1m
the first few seutences of Lake's history of Apostles’ acts, we have
detailed to us a number of deeply important and divinely inte.esting
facts, such as—that Jesus showed himself to the aposiles after his
death—that Lie gave numerous infallible evidences that it was he
himself and not another—that he was scen of them after his resurce-
tion during a period of some six weeks—that ke employed 1his time
in explaining to them the principles of his kingdom about to be estab-
lished—that he commanded them to remainin the ¢ y of Jerusalem and
not take their departure until they reccived the special promise he

had madeto them——that they were to be baptized with the Holy Spirit

within a few days after he left them—that they were to be witnesses
for him, his truth, and cause, first in the capital of Judea, afterwards
inall the Canton, then in the province of Samaria, and finally to all
parts of the world.

Reader, attend : these things are not speculations, abstract deduc-
tions, learned men’s dreams, or metaphysical opinions. They are the
verities of heaven—the true sayings of the True Witness. They are
as reliably true as the fact of God’s existence. To doubt the truth
of them is to doubs the truth of the Saviour's word. They can be re.
lied on by every sane mind that relies on inspired testimony ; for they
are spoken by Jesus and recorded by the unerring Spirit. We put
these things down as the things of God, and repose the same confi-
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dence in them that we do in the testimony that God created the hea-
vens and carth.

We go upon the same sure basis in everything pertaining to Christ’s
gospel and Christ’s church.  We take his own words, or the words he
authorizes by his chosen witnesses, and not learned or unlearned the-
ological deductions from them.

“*You shall be witnesses unto me” says Jesus to the apostles with
whom he left his special commands. ITighly exalted men !—witnesses
for the Lord of Life to prove toa fallen world his love, his power;
and his saving favor! Letit be serupulously observed that a wit-
ness, a faithful witness, one who acts in character, docs mnot tes-
tify any thing and every thing as it may happen, but he simply
testifies what his cyes have seen and his ears have heard respect-
ing the person or the case he speaks of. Mo tell “the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth” is the work of a good wit-

0.

ness. 1le invenis nothing, comments on nothing, magnifies nothin
o = D

[Ie utters not hisown thoughts, but tells what he has seen and Leard. !

Sueh were the witnesses of Jesus. e chose them to tell what they
had seen and what they had heard relative to himself, and he promised
them a spiritual baptism so that they might have all necessary power to
deliver their testimony to all people and to prove that they were more
than messengers ofa man—the messengers of the Lord of Glory.  So
completely did he fit them to represent himeellin their work of wit-
nessing and saving men, that he said to them, “Whose soever sins you
remit, they are remitted to them ; whose scever sins you retain, they
are retaine d.”  John’s Narrative, chap. xx.

From this time forth we must regard these witnesses as more than
men. These twelve apostles of Jesus receive a higher commission
and they are appointed to a greater work than any twelve men since
Adaw’s trangression.  “Whosover reecives you, receives me,” are the
words of the Master to them. All, therefore, who would acknowledge
the authority of Christ and enjoy his forgiveness, are thus directed to
hese elect men, endued with “power from on high.”

The personal interviews of the Saviour with his apostles termin-
ate precisely forty days after he rose from the dead. Then the
Saviour takes lus seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high, and
the apostles wait in Jerusalem ten days. The feast of Pentecost
comtes. The apostles are with one mind assembled in onc place,
Behold, the promised Spirit descends upon them, filling the place
where they were sitting with its noise. Parted tongues, bright as
flame, rest on each of them. Immediatelyall of them are filled with




!
|

Now listen—
L 1st. The apostle, on rising, makes his appeal to “the men of Judea
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the Spirit [not with spiritual influcnce, but with the Spirit itself ]and
they commence speaking and testifying as the Spirit which fills thew
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dictates. Never was there such a day in Jerusalem since,its first
stone was laid to the present hour.  The noise of the Spirit’s deseent :
scareely ceases till all Jerusalem with all its stranger Jews from dis- |

tant countries become ulive to the fact that an extraordinury event
has taken place.  Whatan assembly gathers round the huuse where
the apostles sit when the exalted Redecmer fills it, and finally them,
with his Spil‘it! Sce Acts ii. 8,9, 10.

And now what do these inspired men—these messengers with heav-

enly power—these witnesses of Jesus divinely qualified to speak the
whole truth relative to saving men from sin and maintain it against

all apposition.—what do they speak to the asscmbled poople, among ;

whom are Jews from every nation uwnder heaven? They open their
lips and declare “the wonderful works of God.”  Yes, verily, the wit-
nesses of Jesus Christ, newly iuspired, in the prescuce of thousands
upon thousands, declare the wonderfiul works of God 5 and cvery read.
er of the Clristian Banner from Cape Breton to the Georgian Bay,
and from Maine to iowa, is as deeply interested in these wonderful
works of God as are the listeners who licar the wituesses of Jesus in
Jerusalem.  And it i- most fortunate that the sawe speakers testify
and declare the same wouderful works even now—the same works of
God, and for the like purpose. It is to these men that the Blessed
Master diveets Lis disc.ur-c when he says, “Lo, I am with you alwa;s
even to the end of the 4uild™ No fear therefore of their authority or
commission ever run .ing out. They are our instructors while time
endures, and Jesus is with them as long as sing are te be remitted.
The Lord Messiah be praised for Lis benevolent purposes and arrange-
ments.

Bus it happeus now as it did when the apostles first spoke : some,
in all honesty, ask in order to know “What meaneth this ?”—while it
is atill true that “othe:s mock.”

The apostle Peter is the first and chief, though not the only speak-
er on the occasion of the concourse when the Spirit descends.  Let
us remember that we are among the people, and that whatever is said
we are present to hear. It must not be affirmed of us, kind reader,
that we go to meeting “to hear preaching,” like many steady church-
goers, and come away and say it was a fine discourse, and he was a
capital preacher, and at the same time know nothing more about it.

—=\
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and #hay that dwell at Jerusalem.” This is to be noted. If the
apo: 18 a pretender, or if he is to urge the claims of a pretender,
why address the very men most likely to conf.ont, correct, and ex-
pose such barefaced imposture? Why not appeal to the strangers
from abroad, who, we should naturally suppose, would be imposed on
more readily ?

2nd. “Hearken to my words” is the first special invitation of Peter
to tke people. e has intelligence, inspired intelligence, for the
audience; and words are the medium of conveying it. To “speak
spiritual things in spiritual words”, is, with Peter, orthodox. This:
now, in some cases, by men who have been educated in a different
college from the apostle, is either doubted or denied.

3d. “Jesus of Nazareth,” says Peter, was “approved of God among
you.” Ile specifies his miraeles, his wonders, and signs as cvidence
of what he asserts; declaring that these miracles had been done in
the midst of those he addresses.

4th. “You have,” continues the apostle, “taken, and by wicked hands
crucificd and slain” Jesus of Nazareth. Plain speaking, but true
Peteris a forcible preacher, and practices the eloquence that brings
his cubject home to the hearts of his audience. We must recollect
that he is a witness—pledged to testify the Master's truth.

5th. “God has raised up this Jesus,” “having loosed the pains of
death.” Of the fact that God raised him from the dead, “we are
all witnessess.”

6th. Tle is now “exalted at the right hand of God.” e is Lord
and Christ—a Prince and 2 Saviour. We saw him, when on mount
Olivet, taken up out of our sight, and we saw two of the angels of his
train, who, while we were still looking, appeared to us and told us in
express terms that he was taken up into heaven.  Therefore, ke whom
you clamoared tobave erucified in preference to the robber Barabbas,
is now in heaven at God’s right hand.

7th. Being thus exalted,“having received of the Father the promise
of the Spirit™ he has “shed it forth” as you now sce and hear, aceor-
ding to lis own word and appointment. The Lord Jesus is hence-
forth adwinistrator of the Spirit.

8th Munce, ~let all the house of Israel,” even all whose opportunity
is to sce and hear these things, “assuredly know that God has made
the same Jesus whom you crucified between two eriminals—he has
made him both Lord and Christ, or Lord and Messiah.”

tere the Judeans and citizens of Jerusalem are deeply moved,
and Peter is interrupted. The Jewish auditors, hard-hearted as they

e
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were and are, give way undet the Spirit's strong eloquence as it
speaks through Peter, and they who eried ‘Crucify, crucify him,’ now
ery out ‘What, Peter, shall we do? Tell us, Pater and the others
with you, what we must do. Is there salvation for us?

Oth. They are thus proved to be believers in the things preached
by the apostles.

10th. “Repent,” says the chief speaker, Peter, “Repent and be
baptized every onc of you in the name of Jesus Christ.” “In the

U name of Jesus Christ FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS.”

11th. He adds, “And you shall receive Tue GIFT of the Holy
Spirit.”

12th. The promise is not to you only, he informs them, but it is
to you, your children, and to all,—to them even that arc afar off, as
many as God thus calls. The promise is alike to all upon the terms
expressed, witLont 1espeet to persons.  “Through his name, whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.”

13th. The preacher testifies and exhorts much more, and says,
“Save yoursclves from this untowaid or verve:ize generation.” Asmuch
as to say, ‘You now have the knowledge, make the right use of it by
putting it in'practice’—agreeably to the words of the Great Teacher,
“If you know these things, happy are you if you do them.”

v/the “Thea ther that gladly reecive his word are baptized."—
About three thousand of the azsembly thus joyfully receive Peter's

* word, which is the word of the Master and the Master's Spirit, and

become citizens of the kingdom. Thus are they “added to them'™—
added to the disciples of Jesus.
Reader, let us pause a moment and ask. Are these thingsso® Are

" these the undoubted verities of heaven—the true sayings of God—the

reliable teachings of the Iloly Spirit sent dovwu from the exalted
Prince of Life? Did those to whom power was given to remit or re-
tain sins thus speak and act? 1ave we here the “nind of Christ @
On the apostles must resi all the responsibility of declaring the whole
counsel of the Lord and Master, once on carth but now in leaven;
on us rests the responsibility of hearing and obeying. Every soul
should decide as in God’s presence.

Sinee, therefore, we have been at meeting where twelve apostles
preached “a sermon,” the first one ever preached in the name of the
glorified Jesus, let us now improve the topics of the discourse and
talk over J erusalem orthodoxy In timeslike these, when every one
has his favorite preacher, it is very certain that Peter’s preachmg will
not please all; but the question is not now about what is pleasing to




304 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

us, but the great question, and the only question, 15—Did Peter preach
the truth as it is in Jesus?  Mr. A. says he never alluded to original
sin, and thinks it a sin that he did not; Mr. B. is mortified that he
had no terrors of the lawin his sermon ; Messrs. C. and D. object to
it because he wholly omitted to explain the operation of the Spirit;
Mr. R. is of opinion that Peter was too unlearned and immethodical
for an ordained preacher ; Mr. T thinks he will never hear him again
because election, reprobation, and the decrees were evidently slighted ;
Mr. G. firm]y believes that Peter is badly versed if not a disbeliever
in the Trinity ; Rev. Messrs. H. and I have puthim down for a Uni-
tarian, and will never listen to him again while they live ; Mr. J. is
positive that he denies the existence and influence of the Holy Ghost;
Mr. K. has reason to think that he put no stress whateveron a change
of hcart ; Messrs. L. and M. suspeet that he would, it solicited to
express himself, be decidedly adverse to infant baptism; Mr. N.
knows certainly that he was too loese in his views of conversion, for
he never intimated that a Christian experience was necessary before
full membership ; Rev. Mr. O. sayshis sermon was pretty good, but
teo Cilvinistic, in his allusions to the foreknowledge of God and his
determinate counsel; his townsamn, Rev. Mr. P., disputes it point
blank, and regrets that lie leaned so much to Arminianicm in his
exhortation to the people to save themselves ; Mr Q. says be felt very
uneasy when baptism wassp ken of, and had it not been bad man-
ners he would have leir immediat--iv and not heard another word;
Messrs. R. and 8. could scarcely believe their own ears when Peter
aliuded to remissicn of sins as he did, and have determined to warn
every body against his Puseyite views of water regeneration; Mr. T.
suspects the aposile is no friend to god-fathers and god-mothers ;
Messrs U. and V., while approving Peter’s preaching in the main, nev-
ertheless complain that he was too vrecipitate in admitting candidates
to haptism before they passed tb» exnmination of the Chureh com-

| mittee ; Mr. X. would have felt guod if Peter, during his sermon, had
given a clearer idea of natural and revealed religion and there differen-

ces; Mr. Y. having looked upuii Vuter as pope, thought all the while that

i he was labouring more than was proper for sueh a dignitary and shoul .

have left the principal speaking to the inferior clergy; and Mr. Z.
formed no opinion at all, but promised himself to refer what he heard

and saw to his minister during the week, and would learn what to
think and how to feel about the sermon from him.

O Peter ! many are the unpopular preachers, unfavored and spurn-

.ed by the people generally; but where shall we find unpopularity
like thine. | D. OviruANT.

>\
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ANOTHER SENEX ON THE MARRIAGE QUESTION.

The followiug arrived at too late a date for the October number.
The subject, however, is fresh in the minds of all attentive and in-
terested readers. We express no opinion on the merits of the con-
troversy, other than—we were sanguine that it would eontinue until
the whole subject was much move fully apprchended than 1t is ab
present by a large majority even of intelligent professors.  Too little
is said upon it. And too little, we doubt not, is thought about it,
more especially by the youth of our churches, who are, in a practical
sense, the chief parties concerned, and who should, indeed, be pre-
pared to give a reason for every important step they take in life.—
But enough for to-day. Let us hear another Senex. D. 0.

)
& have read Senex' last article, and wrote quite a long and pointed
revitay_of Lis two letters, in which his inaccuracies and the injustice
e has done to Mathetes and myself werc pointed out; but on re-
fleetion, I concluded that they were so palpable that it would be
impossible for any ordinary reader not to sce them: and so my re-
view is time lost I do, however, wish Senex to refleet on his last
letter, and the wafavorable hnpression which his bold and crroneous
assertions are caleulated tomake. Can any person acquainted with
the Bible read them without wondering at the writer’s ignorance, and
ia},;ing « If such be the ignorance of a Senex, what will 2 young man’s
e ‘)l
1 have no iaclination to be severe, or point out but a few of Senex’
blunders. IIe says that Fnos, who was born in the 235th year of
Adams life, was 2u infaut in the days of Noah, his own descendant
of the seventh geneiation ; and that Evoch and Noah who walked
with God were descendants of Cain!  If Senex consinues to write in
the same strain, there is no use in following him. I am sure I will
nos. . ANOTHER SEXEX.

October 128h, 1852,

OUR PUBLISHING FIELD.

1t is questionable if ten readers of the majority of religious papers,
apart from these who are in some form connected with publishing,
lave any adequate conception of what it requires to keep- the oil
upon the machinery ; or, what is the same thing, keep them alive and
in motion.® :

We have frequently been grateful, indeed, that anumber of able
and willing-hearted brethren, interested in the work of rcligious re-
formation, have proved themselves men of faith in receiving certain
statements from us in reference to the expenditure and receipts con-
nected with our eflorts to secure the continuance of this reformatory
paper. Some brethren, we are free to say, whose countenance and
co-operation we have enjoyed, and whose sympathies have been med-

icine to us in time of need, are not to be-excelled in liberality by’

¥
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brethren similarly called upon in any section of America.  We could
name individual brethren who, in the past, have put into our hands
cqual to one dollar per month for two full yearly periods ; and we

could name one or two whose help has been nearly double this du- ;

ring one year ; and again, when speeial contributions were called for
after five years' labors, almost every Church in Canada West was

ready to do more orless for the common object of imparting a new |!
1

impulse to our exertions and labors through the Press.

of those who lave, through all struggles, steadily and nobly aided

this publishing enterprize. Buat this is not our theme at present.
The current year, now soon to close, has been to us one of special
pecuniary concernment.  Months before the January of this year
came, we clearly foresaw, according to all human prebability, that the
year 1852 would be a critieal year with us.  But no caleulation could
have previously revealed to us the heartlessuess wnd absolute fraud of
some carth born sons of Adam by whose wnjust proceedings our pecu-
niary trials were made additionally oppressive.  We may, perchance,

i ascribe to our own too confiling nature a part of the cause of the .

¢ burden.  Aside from current office ontlays. it has been necessary,
i during eleven months, to Hyuidate obligations to the extent of fifteen

¢ hundred dollars, and nearly another hundred to that ; and this pres-

|
i
| ) i
i 1t has long been our fixed purpose to give the names and surnames
|
|
1
|
b

|

!
I
|
|

" sure, together with our managing and writing for two jouwrnals, and .

|
; our travels and discourses, have veecupied oar cucrgies fully and been
i enough for us. In perseverance we give way to no man—in some kinds
of energy, too, when called for, we have a passable share, provided we
i keep a corvect tally.
! >ub it was to speak a word in respect to cur paper, vur publishing
i field, and our success, that we took up our pen.  And first, it will be
instructive to glance at the various periodicals established to plead
the cause of retormation north of Virginia.
The first paper, in the region we have inour eye. was, if we mistake
not, commenced in Kastport, Me.,in 1331 or somewhere about that
I date. It is reported to have been ably conducted. Hunter, afterwards
| more famous than righteous, was connected with it cither as an editor
i or regular writer. Ity life became hopeless not many months after
‘
|

| it was christened (perhaps however it never was c/hristened) the In-
. vestigator. In the year 1835 the Primwire Christian was establish-
ed in Auburn,N. Y. edited by Silas Maton Shepard—a man of
nosed perspicacity and shrewdness. The Rastport and Auburn papers
became duly bound in the bonds of wedivek. and brother Shepard
therefore published the Primitive Christian and Investigator in Au-
burn city. In<August 1836 the united papers, as gathered from an
editorial notice, did not pay publishers’ bills. The language is, ¢ Our
remittances do not as yet, come up to our expences.” At the elose of
vol. 2, it is announced in the paper that. “ Through the exertions of
some of its friends, it has gained so much strength that it bids pretty
fair to live at least one year longer ; those persons who have joyfully
anticipated its death, and have prepared a festival for its fumeral,

its being was duly announced; but still, by a hopeful marriage, it |
succeeded in remaining among terrestrials for a period.  We think |

z
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will be under the painful necessity of waiting one year longer, &e.”
1t reached its fourth volume. Its fricnds lamented, its foes rejoiced
at its demisc. '

It was somewhere in the region of time called 1836 or '37 when
the “ Christian” first appeared, conducted by W. W. Katon, 8t John,
N. B. The constitution and robustness of this work, to all appear-
ance, together with the healthy piety with which it was encompassed,
scemed to guarantee for it a long life devoted to the work ot faith.
Brotuer latou, we shall say for him, struggled manfully.  We could
name those who would not have endured his position as many months
as he did years. And when, at the close of the second volume, he
ecased his periodical visits for a time, who heard him complain?  He
suffered faithfully—nobly.

At what period the Genius of Christionity appeared in the east,
we are not able to determine. .\, G. Comings, its editor, at Boston,
Lowell, Salem, and at another place among the mountains of New
w Hawmpshire, published his “Genius” for three or five years. His sub-

seribers, judging from his business hints, were, almost to a man, very
great sinpers—above even those on whom the Tower of Siloam fell.
His publishing history can be summed up in one word, borrowed from
" onc of the famous Patriarchs, “Man that is born of a weman [or born
" to be an editor.] is full of trouble” We think he was relieved in the
year 1849.

t But previous to this,in 1847, brother Eaton’s acceptable Christian
again came forth.  And not far from the same date The Christian of
the city of Brotherly Love, Philadelphia.  The latter lived nearly if ’
no$ quite a year, the former kept on its way and made its tours reg- :
ularly for two full years,and its cessation it was contemplated was only W
“for a time.  Meanwhile the furessigator by Russell was published in H
" Michigan, and the Droclamationin Ohio by Hall.  Their campaigns i
!lasted two annuals or two and a half.  The ~Protestant Unionist” [i
¥

by brother Walter Seott was commenced at Pittsburg. Pa., in 1845, |

and after a twe years’ battle with opposing clenients, it went down so |

i
t
far that it was found at Cincinnati, having migrated south to a more |
congenial climate. , |
. . - - - . 1
Such is a runming sketeh of the publishing labours in the vigorous i}
1 north on behalf of the cause of reformation up to this year of grace, |
L
:
¢

saving what has been done in Canada since Sept. 1845, and the effort |
now being made by a co-operation of the brotherhood of all the North
American Provinees.  Here we have a history of some scven or more
periodicals which have sprung up in the vast north during a veriod of |
. eighteen years ; and who likes the picture?
After this tale of disappointed hopes and baflled efforty to secure
*one cheap publication in all the north to advocate the truth of Jesus
' arainst well established error, let us treat oursives to a short chapter
 respecting efforts with which we are all more intimatoly eoncorned.
: whether indeed we think it or nox.  We arguo at tho cutser, and if
- we argue incorrectly the reader must detwst the fullacy, that the
; brethren where this paper circulates have s dusy te perform in the
premises.  Brother Eaton and myself, together with a numher of

T T

W
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faithful and zealous friends, co-laborers in the Lord. send' oursclves or
make visits by this vehicle to our brethren and to various members of
the commuuipy professedly on the one grand errand—to shed light,
show love, and sow the seeds of “truth, purity, and fidelity ” in the
name of our Liord Jesus Christ.  To every readsr our aims, principles,
abilities, and power of public usefulness aie all knowablie and known.
We are engaged in a work which tiie Lord approves, or we are not.
There are two sides aud only two sides to the question ; and the Lord
asks every one called a brother to decide this way or that, and decide
as having a duty to perform. We argue that the Lord. and not us,
salls for this decision—and the promptituds also connected with it.
Tor our work is the Lord’s work, or it is net. It it be the Lord’s,
then every brother who thus regards it, should be ready promptly and
zealously to say, ‘Here, Lord, am I: wy hand will help? — If cow-
sidered not the Lord’s work, every one should take a firm stand and
say, -Lord, they do this in thy name. and they serve Thee not @ my
influence will be with Tnze and against i’

This makes it a matter of conscicnee, a point of individual duty in
the sight of God; and that the Father of all goud gifts wukes us thus
resuousible for the way we ewploy them, is, to our mimd, as evideut
as that there is such a thing as a gift or a Giver.  And ke who thus
rexolwes upon prineiple as being responsible for his time, his means,
and countenance in any worlk. hasa power and an infinenee either for
or agninst far beyoud him whose decision is bused upon any thing
else besidg.  The opposition or the faver which is tformed. founded
upon, or urged by religious principle (and whatever we do. we are to
do it “upartiLy as torur Lorp ? } is precisely the oppesition or favor
which must effectually put down or build up any enterprize or ezuse
whatever. .

But the root of many of the sins of this age is indifference.  And
what is indifference to any object or cause but an absorbing interest
in something else? Kverr manis an earnest man: hot he 1s earnost
in that, and that only, which deeply interests him.  Aud nothing iu-
terests him ouly as he puts a value upon -it.  Every other object has
his indiffierence. This is the chuistian philosophy of all me’s carnest-
ness, and the direction it takes  from youth to hoary uge.” We have
read of a man, a professor oo, who valued thirty picees of silver more
than the Lord of heaven and earth ; the consequence was that Lis in-
difference to the one and earnestness for the other iucited him to give
the latter for the former—the life of his Lord for the silver. An
awful lesson, truly ; but the esame thing in another form, though not
80 palpable, is transacting from day to day in our presence 3

Toreturn. The question for decision is not* whether the Lord's
cause demards the aid of the printer’s art. That question has been
decided loug ago by every man who has space in his mind for two
thoughts. The person who could hesitate the sixtieth part of a minute
whethier we should use maochinery to multiply copies of the Scriptures
or embody aud cireulate christian teaching and religious news in
a pamphlet a3 well a3 publish by word of mouth. is co far out of our
logical parish, that we frunkly avow that he is hopelessly beyond our




reach. © Whether,indeed, he is “ out of humanity’s reach” we say not.

Bat we have not, and never had, one argument for brother or alien
of thismental mould. IIe who, with all the evidences before him, is
blind to the fact that the Spirit which was in apostles incited them to
“write” as well as “ speak,” and is at the same time forgetful of the
every-day practical truth-that we are indebted to apestlesand evange-
lists’ writings for all our correct knowledge of the religion of our
Lord, would, we think, nced further light on the subject if Moses
should come in person and tell his labors in giving the written history
of the creation, and of Adam’s family down to his own day.

No less than six of the Lord’s Apostles and two of his inspired
evangelists have given themselves tous and the world by their
writings. If this will not serve as a short metre answer to all scep-
tical ueries on this head. we may at least refer the whole chapter of
objections to another time, if indeed it will ever be convenient,

But the primary practical question to be decided by every member
of the Lord’s faithtul communrity, each for hiwmself; is, Cun I do, or
s 3ty duty o do, anything for Messiald's cause by my countenance
of and co-operation with religious men who teach through the instru-
menlality of the periodical press 2 And if this query be responded
to affirmatively. as it will be 1n a majority of cases. the next very simple
question is, Hhat peper or papers ts o my duty to countenance, 3us-
tain, and circudate ? i

We know the decision of various strong frierds of the cause in
reference to both these questions.  They have resolved-—yes, in good
earncst, that they will awd. and be aided by, the Press.  They have,
too, resvlved that the Christiwn Banner, as now equipped. shall re-
ceive their hearty and constant countenauce.  Their works bear them
witness that they have so determined  They have not dene these
things for us but for the Lord. They look for their reward at a time
and piace where it is sure. These men we love. and they love us,
and we all strive together for the truth’s sake. Sowe others lLuve

not thus decided. Tley are halting between two opinions, teaciied, o

perbaps. in some instances. with indifference. We would they were
cold orhot  Better for us, and noworse for themselves, if they would
get very much warmer or becom: veiy decideiiy colder.

i
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. - v +.
Brethr-n and reading friends ! lst us say traukly, and at the same |
time afiectionately. that we are not halt and-half men, and have slen-

der artachment to any whoare o \rything avorthy of an eflort -as

to the Lovd) is werihiy of a true and whole-hearted one.  Long since

have we resolved, and hy the favor of God we keep our resolution '
som2what fresh and hale, to be active, earvestly active, in Christ’s
kingdom, which is not of thisworld.  Qur spirit is not quenched—we
trust it is not quenchable.  We were never stronger in the Lord tlan
at the present hour. We are not particular what engages us, providcd
we realwe that it is religious duty. To follow duty where it |

. leads, has been, now is, and we trust ever will be, vur 1eading and

uncompromising desire. "

If pecuniary treasure were our objeet, we should never set an- -
other type nur write anosher sentence for the Christian Banner.— :
The Philosopher who attempts to set fire to the frozen ocean, and the
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religious reformer who tries to put himself in funds by rebuking
fashionable sin and venerated ervor, are equally wise. e knew this
when we wrote our first article at the age of twenty-three as well as
at this day. Disappointed we have not been. Nay. we have, upon
the whole, succeeded better than was anticipated. But it the Lord
will, we shall succeed better still in things pertaining to pecuniaries ;
for along with other reselves, it is among them to show greater
promptitude in asking and securing that oil called - needful” to make
our lamp give light.

Since the close of 1850, we have not, on our own part, in sending
out this work, given that evidence of punctuality demanded by the
times. It wasnot so previously. It will not beso in future. the
Lord willing.  Weplead refermation—we must practise it in this as
in other particulars.

Meantime, then, we are fully decided. It would give us pleasure
to know that cvery one who reads this article is 0. Anvibing,
even rank opposition, i3 hetter than indificrenee.  Of personal com-
plaint we have none; we are esteemad and personaliy assisted equal
to our deserts; nay, beyoud oar expectations; yet we are moere and
stillmore anxious with each revolving year, that all of us prove faithtul
and true in view of all the means and opportunitics which Golin bis
abundant merey has vouchisated to us. D. Oneenasr.

—_——
A WORD AND MORE THAN A WORD FOR OGR PAPER.

W. L N Y M——Co, Ang i7th, 1852,

Brotuez Onipnant

Dear Sir:—Please accept the inclozed as a token of love for your-
self as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. and of my approlation of
your paper. May you and your fellow labourers e enabled to per-
savere in your work of faith and labors of love, is the desive and
payer of

Your affectionate friend and brother in the hope of Hternal life.

A
RFSPONSI
INingston, 25 Aug., 1852
Dear Biorger v Crirnssy:

Jast as T was lewving for this eity. vour two gifts arvived in Co
bonrg —1 mean the proof of your Christian philanthropy in words and
the evidence of it in & Bank Note with more than a fizuve T upon i
These tokens are the more prized beeause they ave considered as a
free-wili offering in testimony of the worth of labors to diffuse reli-
gious knowledge through the Press.  Tacre is no other interpretation
which can well apply ta your ofering. as we have never yei xeen one
another.  But my pen is not taken to present to you asa return
many and flattering personal acknowicdgements in view of what you
have been ploased to do in hehalf of the Chaistcan Bunner: but 1
would affectionately intimate that such offerings aie very animating
—-not that I desire @ gift.” as an apostle ouce said ; for when a gift
is desired, it is for the gift's own sake. But all tokens of this char-
acter tend to convince a labourer that his labors are in some degree

_— e
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useful. And although gifts are not by true men desired for their
own sake, yet they may be very thankfully received for the sake of
assistance in the Master's cause and for the Master’s use. The mag-
naminous Paul, who was willing to sustain himself and other preach-
ors too, rejoiced much when a messenger on two occasions came to
him from Macedonia at a time of need, loaded with brethren’s kind-
ness, sympathy, and assistance. )

Please therefore, simply, in the meantime, receive my thanks for
your dauble fuvour; and may both giver and receiver be ever worthy
of giving and receiving in the name of IIim who has given us richly
of himself.

In faithfulness and affection,

| D. OrivnasT.

b G IE all this should be thought too good, we must advise those
who thus judge to re-peruse Mr. 1lolmes’ letter,and also enquire into

} what has been openly and whisperingly said of us recently in the

!

* township of Whitby. Perhaps a little sour mixed with the swect will
operate happily.  Of these latter developements we intend to say
© something next month. D0

PIETY IN THE PRENITENTIARY.

During the pastoral visit of the Bishop of Toronto to Kingston,
his lordship baptized fifty convicts in the Penitentiary, and confirmed
one hundred and ten others.—Dritesh TWhig.

Tt is hard to believe that the Bishop is so desirous to swell the

;. munbers of the Faiiful as to admit wholesale the most debased spe-
cimens of our common humanity to the rites of the Church. 1f this
is chiristianity it would be difficult to'know what pagaunism is.~—Nosth

L dunerican.

The Ipiscopal Bishop has eclipsed the Roman Bishop St. Xavier,

i who christianized Indians by the hundred through a few drops of
" holy water to every half-dozen or dozen. These Penitentiary sin-
i mers were surely bad enough without the Bishop’s contraband unetion.
Tt will be remembered that we tendered kind advice to him to keep
bis hands off the convicts. ITal he taken this counsel, he would
Liave proved hi nself.unore like a bishop who = desireth a good work.’

————
BREVITY IS THE SOUL OF WIT. .

Usner this “heading” we find, in a commuuication to the Bostor
Trarler. ananecdote worth repeating, for the benefit of prolix preach-
ers. At the rveeent erdination of Mr. Greely, at ITaverhyl Corner,
New Hampshire, President Lord. of Darmouth College, preached an
able sermoa, one hour and a half long.  The other parts were like
unto the serinon—in length. at least—until it came to the address to
the peaple.  This was assigued.to a venerable patriarch, the Rev. Mr.
Satherland. a Scotehr divinein the neighbourhood. who vbserved and
sympathised with the excusable wearineess of the congregation.

He rose apd said, with great delibeoation, and in a broad Scotch
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aecent: “Brothers and sisters of this church, and brothers and sisters
of chis congregation, I am to give you a charge ; I shall give you a
good charge—a charge you will all of you always remember. ¢Be of
one mind ; live in peace with one another. Amen® The result and
thrill which ran through the audience as the speaker sat down. pro-
claimed that his words were like much light concentrated intoa flash,
and that the shortest speech, if it answers its end, is long enough.

Proresrantisy vor Decniving.—Do any tell you that evangelical
Protestantism is on the decline? Ilow sirange their error!  Every
school that tells the story of Luther and the Reformation—every un-
muzzled press—every tract that speaks of Chris's blood as the ouly
atonzment for and cancelment of sin—every sermon that preclaims
him God aud man. the one and the sufficient. and the only Mediator—
every Protestant Bidle sent on its glad errand, is a new triumph of
that gospel, the seed and secal and warrant of yet other and future
triumphs—is a new protest of a living Protestantism against the pre-
sumptuous edict that calls her dewed, In the murderous hope of bury-
g her alve! Rev. Dr. Winniaws,

-

ERl

Giop ReasoNs.—~Our esteemed brother Faton, with whom we
labor in the Lord, bas not employed his pen. as the reader has already
realized, fora length of time past.  Absence from home for a number
of weeks, indisposition and consequent attention to medical treat-
ment ; together with reccut labors in @ new field, even while still in
i" part a patient, will fully explain why he has not lately accompanied
us with his pen.  Ere long he hopes to fill his wonted place, though
still out of health.  Duriny the entive smmmer he has been #ar from
robust. It is our desire avd prayer that the heavenly Father may
i hasten his recovery. : D. 0.

—_———

D Dwicr’s Oersiox —An aneedot2. affording 2 goed bint to
young ministers is sold of P, Dwiaht to this effect

A youug clergyman eaticd on him {or advies as to the hest method
of treating a very dificult aud abstruse point of mental philosophy,
upon preparing @ sermon. = L eannot give vou any iuformation on
the subjeei,” the dostor replied, » T amnot familiar with sueh topies,
I leave themfor young men”

e

i1 BZFDBrother Alexand-r Anderson has lately visited many of the
i Churches forsthe parpose of Collecting in belialf of the enterprize for
+evangelizing, and obtaining farther pledges.  His labours lave heen
.- blessed. Do,

————— e

i
',‘ I‘:: ]] 1., I ovain N IREE]
It IFTor “appeals have been made to them invain? No. 9. page 231
v

tenth line from top. read appeals kave not §c. In No. 10, page 282--
. the present occupant of the imaginary St. Peter's Chair is made to
read Pius IV, when all known that he is the IX of that nawe.




