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N, HE Sword and The Trowel,” Spurgeon’s outspoken Monthly,
@g Magazine,cortains in its September issue some very severe
S criticism on the religious press of our day. Inan article
there “by a city ma 7 the question is asked, “What shall we say of
the Christian press?” Here is the answer. “Religious pufls,
exaggerated reports of meetings, one-sided biographical sketches, -
sickly sentimental povels, columus thrown open for the discussion
of every species of unbelief, all with the ostensible object of making
the paper popular, and thus increasing its sale—is this Christianity 2
Let the ides of a Christian press be abandoned, or let the spirit of
Christ be breathed in every line from the leading article down to the
shortest advertisement.”

And again in the same nunber, in an editorial on the Protes-
tant press, the editor says—“The workings.of a corrupt press
awaken our ire, bub ‘religious’ journals which trade in sensational
theology and trashy tales ave still (more?) mischievous as their tend-
ency is to enervate the Christian life. Mushroom papers spring up
on all sides, and men without ability, either to spell or write pas-
sable English, think themselves competent to fill an editor’s chair,
and eramming their papers with the sensationalism of the Old and
the New World, they give what costs little and is dear at its price
Sermons by New York highfliers, and ‘powerful’ stories form the

sta.plz ff their trade. . . . Tf the truth were told in the titles;
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if they appeared as the ‘Religious Sensationalist’ and the ‘Christian
Bow Bells’ thoughtless people would hesitate before admitting them
to their homes.”

With some allowance for a spice of exaggeration that not unfre-
quently marks the language of “The Sword and The Trowel,” it
must be admitted that there is in the above criticism a considerable
amount of sad truth. The fact is this, that Christians have now-a-
days to stand on their guard against not only what the late M.
Charles Knight called the “garbage field” of literature, but against
litersture which is godless, and literature also, strange to say, which
is professedly Christian. .

The sewer literature, “into which all the garbage,” as Mr.
Knight remarks, “that belorgs to the history of crime and misery,
is raked together to diffuse a moral miasma throughout the land,
in the shape of the most vulgar and brutal fiction,” this literature
smells so rank to heaven that the doors and windows of Christian
households, are, as a general thing, closed against its admittance,
though not as generally and carefully as they should be, in view of
its horrible character. But the Christian must be on his guard
also, against a literature which is godless in the sense of ignoring
God, and his providential care over beings made in his own image,
in the sense of overlooking Christ, his incarnation, his atonement,
his resurrection, his kingdorn anu glory. Speaking of this style of
literature, Dr. Noah Porter, President of Yale College, Conn.,
U.S.A, says:—*One can scarcely believe what he knows, when he
reflects on the rapid growth, and strong-rooted hold of this Atheistic
school of letters on English soil, and its temporary triumph in what
is claimed to be the most Christian of its universities. That it
exists, and presents a most formidable front to the hereditary faith
of the English people cannot be denied. The cool propositions to
the Chyistian Church to subject its faith in prayer, to the verifica-
tions of experiment, and to resort to suicide, and scientific homicide
as humane expedients to limit human suffering, illustrate the length f
Qf practical atheism to which this literature may be insensibly led.”
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It seems, however, that there is another species of literature
which calls itself Christian, but, which, like the pirates of old, hangs
out the Christian flag as a cover and a blind to other selfish inten-

tions. This species of literature is often very respectful towards °

Christianity in general terms; it speaks in a kind approving way of
Christ, but in its novels, tales and stories, which fill about two-thirds
of its total space, we find hostility to the great essential features of
Christ.anity.

Inthesensationalromances which occupy such large space in these
periodicals, and help to sell them, we find disguised under a grace-
ful and artistic style, a secret hostility to the Inspiration of Serip-
ture. The tendency is not so much to contradict or gainsay the
wiitten Word, but to make it amenable to the authority of reason.
The terdency is “ to take awey,” as one has observed, “its value as
supplying an objective standard both of truth and duty—making
the Bible not the word of God, but only ¢ word of God which is to-
be interpreted and acted upon only in the measure that it receives

the seal of the individual consciousness which has brought itself into-

harmony with the absolute will of God.”
We find also in these stories atheory of sin that must, if it

prevails, strike at the root of social order as well as at the root of the

doctrines of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Their favourite idea of God
is that of a father who rules his family with a slack, sickly sentimental
hand, allowing his children, like an Epicurean deity destitute of
moral anger, to do with Him and His rules as they see fit, suggest-
ing to readers of the Bible, where we find God a king as well as a
father, the indignant complaint of Jehovah against such treatment.
“A son honoureth his father and a servant his master, if then I be a
father where is mine honour; and if I be a master where is my fear,
saith the Liord of hosts unto you, O priests that despise my name,
and ye say “wherein have we despised thy name?”

We find further in these sensationalist tales a theory of self-
merit that is opposed to the Gospel way of obtaining the favour of
God. A happy life here and hereafter is expected by these
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romancers, not on the ground of evangelical faith, repentance
and good works, but on ethical grounds pure and simple.

. Full of belief in man’s innate goodness, and relying for acceptance

with God on the plea of their virtues, the heroes of these
religious novels adopt in substance the proud language of Mr
Mill, «If, from this position of integrity and morality we are to be
sent to hell, to hell we will go.” With such writers the favourite
portion of Scripture is the Sermon on the Mount, as being “a very
lovely song to the sinful soul of man,” forgetting that its blessing on
obedience implies a curse on disobedience, and that it deals not
only with outward conduet but with inward motives, with such
intense spirituality as cnce caused a good man, who knew his own
heart to exclaim—“God save me from° the Sermon on the Mount
when I am judged in the last day.”

Very decided also do we find the hostility of these serial stories
to definite doctrinal beliefs. The head and the heart, the intellecy
and the feelings are very often, in these stories, brought into anta-
gonism, as if the intellect which deals with dogmas must be seized
and imprisoned before the heart can find room to grow and “beat
time to the music of the spheres.” There is noend to the insinu-
ations that all written creeds and confessions are evil, and only
evil ~rwtinually, crawping, contracting, and hardening the heart,
arvesting all free inquiry, and withering the spiritual life, as if God
should grant men a revelation of truth and yet leave them to believe
as much or as little of it as they chose; or as if men like Paul,
and John, and Peter, and Augustine, and Luther and Calvin, and
‘Wesley, and Whitefield, and Edwards, and Chalmers were not men
of decided doctrine and definite beliefs; or as if their trees of right-
eousness were bound to be covered with blossoms, and in their sea-
son with richest fruit, and yet have no such unsightly and unneces-

sary things as crooked dismal roots below ground, or have them, if

necessary, like orchids in the air.
If the inspiration of the Scriptures, if the demerit of sin, if the
atoning work of Christ, and other kindred doctrines are old, out of
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date and ready io vanish away, then let Christians countenance,
cherish and circulate Magazines that by a slow process of neglect and
contempt are killing these doctrines from ouvt of the hearts of their
young and unguarded readers. Rutif we are not yet prepared to
abandon the fundamentals of our Christian faith it is time to begin
to discriminate between a so-called Christian press that is secretly
undermining these foundations, and a truly Christian press that is,
in the face of popular tastes and sometimes at a loss of papular pat-
ronage, labouring to defend them.

There is, however, in the land a true Christian press. We are
glad to recognize in the serial issues of the American Tract
Society, especially in their “Illustrated Christian Weekly,”
publications of a decidedly Christian character, reverent
towards the word of God, evangelical in their views as to
the ground of a sinner’s justification, and definite, but not narrow,
in their doctrinal creed. The same praise belongs to, the publica-
. tious of the London Tract Society, which issues on an average about
a million of various publications every week. Issued by a private
individual, (Mr. Hastings of Boston,) the “ Christian” does fearless
and faithful work in behalf of evangelical truth and righteousness,
as do the various issues of the Stirling (Scotland) Press, originated
by Mr. Drummond, who has lately gone to his rest. The “Family
Treasury,” the « Christian Treasury,” the “ London Christian,” and
the “British Workman,” are worthy the confidence that many
years service in the field of unsectarian and evangelical truth
claims for them from all that love the Lord. Nor should
we omit from the list of honour, the Rev. Charles Bullock,
an evangelical clergyman of the Church of England, “to whom
the cardinal features of the gospel are as precious as they are
to any man in England,” who, we understand, owns now a large
publishing office of his own. His serials, Home Words, The Day of
Days, The Fireside, Hand, omd Heart, are no less popular than they
are evangelical, for it is said that one of them has attained to the extra-
ordinary circulation of two hundred and fifty thousand.
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In the Press there lies to the hand of Christians an instrument
for advancing the Kingdom of the Redeemer, the importance of
which has not yet dawned, in its full glory, on the minds of Christ’s
disciples. Had the modern press been ready to the hand of Pauland
his fellow-labourers, as it is in our day, to the hand of their
suceessors in the work of evangelizing the world, we can easily
believe that its energies would have been taxed to its utmost capac-
ity by the apostles in writing and editing, and by the people in
spreading over the world the glad tidings by means of the printed
page. In a recent work on pastoral theology by Dr. Murphy, of
Philadelphia, (reviewed in these pages this month) we find, (a new
thing in such books) a section or two devoted to the “duty of the
pastor in regard to religious literature.” “ This subject,” Dr. Murphy
says, “the minister should look into, and endeavour to have his
people benefited by the rich stores of instruction which are flowing
out from the zeligious press, He may draw much important aid for
his work from this source. The periodical religious press, when °
habitually perused, will undoubtedly make the people more intelli-
gent, and consequently more interested in the Kingdom of Christ;
it will supplement the teachings of the pastor; it will enforce, by
adding additional authority, the truths which are uttered from the
pulpit. If the religious journals did no more than take the place of,
and so crowd out, the pernicious literature that is issuing from so
many other presses it would be an unspeakable blessing to the
church and the world. That pastor is neglecting » splendid auxiliary
to his work who is not using every effort to induce his people to take
and read papers which are devoted to the spread of the righteousness
of Christ, the salvation of souls, and purifying the lives of believers.

. He should make this recommendation and urge it strongly
from the pulpit. He shoild enter into the matter more particularly
as hé goes about from house to house.”

Under the biting lash of Spurgeon’s whip does owr Canada
Christian Monthly, in any fairness come? Are there found in its
columns, “ Religious puffs, exagperated reports of meétings, one-sided
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biographical sketches, sickly sentimental novels, columns thrown
open for the discussion of every species of unbelief?” Have we not
claimed for God’s Word a place of honourable supremacy in our
homes, schools and churches ? Have we made light of sin, or viewed
-conscience as a faculty subordinate in man’s moral economy? What
position has Christ, his work, his authority, his glory, held in cur
columns ? Refusing to meddle with the points of difference between
evangelical denominations,havewe thereforeyielded up definite beliefs
on the great essentials of our common faith? Seeking, according to our
motto, unity in things essential, and liberty in things indifferent,
have we in other things forgotten charity ? Have we sought the
instruction, comfort and edification of our readers rather than their
applause ? These questions it does not become us to answer. We
leave the answer with those who have perused our pages for the last
four years. If, however, we stand approved as faithful to God and
his Christ to the extent of our judgment and ability, we do no
wrong in asking those who think so to help us to gain admission to
persons and places where our Monthly is unknown. That our pub-
lication is not based on selfish motives is surely attested by ifs
character, and also by the fact, that at no period since its inception
has it paid expenses. It is plain, that on that footing it cannot. exist
very long. The ultimate issue lies very much, as this year draws
near its close, in the hands of those readers and friends who have
in the past rendered generous service and given us unselfish assist-
ance. “With their help, now that prosperity is once again visiting
our dominion, our Monthly may, before the year ends, be placed
on & footing that it may be a permanent witness in the Dominion
for the truth as it is in Jesus Christ our Loxd.
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Living Lreachers,

THE LORD A STRONG TOWER.
BY THE REV. JAMES CAMERON, OHATSWORTH, ONTARIO.

«The ngme of the Loxd is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it,
and is safe.”—Prov. xviii. 10.

¢ ﬁ PROVERB,"” acertain writer remarks, ¢‘is the wisdom of many
and the wit of one.” The wise and reflective among men
CAIN] observe the course of events and draw their conclusions; but
7 U7 it needs the wit of & mind gifted above the rest to embody
these conclusions in the terse and sententious form of a proverb, Our
text is one of the proverbs of Solomon; but beforse Solomon’s time the
truth contained in the text was experienced and expressed by Solomon’s
father. The wit is Solomon’s; but the wisdom is David’s. Again and
sgain during his perilous life, David found the “ To:d a strong tower,”
apain and again in his psalms this truth comes forward, and often, no
doubt, he told the consoling truth to his gifted son. The language bers is the
language of Solomon ; but the experience is the experience of David, and
of men like him who live in troublous times.

‘What is meant by the name of the Lord? In what respect is it a
high tower ¢ From what does it give safety ? These are the three im-
portent things in regard to which our text suggests humble enquiry in
dependence-on divine help. .

I. Waar 1s Meant By T8E Naxe or T Liorp 2—Proper names among
the Hebrews had a deeper meaning than among any other nation with
whose literature we are acquainted. Its name was often given to & child
at the command of God, as intended to express the chargcter, or mission
of the future man. The name Jesus, given to our Liord at his ‘birth, was
given to show the nature and character of his work as the Saviowr of
ginners. It hajpened again, at other times, that with a change of circum-
stances ana character a change of name was givea. When Abyvam was
fully established in the covenant that made him the father, not only
of & numerous temporal seed, but of & spiritual seed that no tongue can
number-—his name was changed. Ho was thence to be called Abraham
—+the father of many nations. When his grandson Jacob, proved his
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great strength by wresiling with the angel overcoming in prayer, he Was
called Israel—the Prince of God. Seeing this was the tendency of the
Hebrews and of their languags you might expect that in this tongue the
name of God would be identioal with his character. His high and holy
names, such as Blohim, Jehovah, were given by himself, who alone knows
himself, to manifest to his people his true character in relation to the
wants of his people.

By the name of God in our text we understand, therefore the char-
acter of God. Just as your name is the charadter you bear among those
that know you, so the name of God is the character he bears among
those that know him; the revelation he has made to them of hig exist-
tence, his unity, his infinity, his glory. When Moses asked God
to show him His glory, *“The Lord descended in the cloud, and
“stood with him and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And
the Liord passed by before him, and proclaimed the Lord, the Lord
God, merciful and gracious long-suffering and abundant in goodness and
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin, and that will by no 1peans clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and to the fourth gener-
ation.” 'We see here that the proclamstion of the name of the Lord, a
proclamation of his jerfections, a revelation of himself to Moses, and
through Moses to Israel, and through Israel to us by a description fuller
than ever given before of his character and attributes.

By understanding his name in this sense you will perceive & depth
and a fulness not otherwise seen in those passages where this expression
occurs, “The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble; the name of the
God of Jacob defend thee; some trust in chariots and some in horees;
but we will remember the name of the Lord our God.” That is, we
will call to mind as our trust, what God is, what God has made known
congerning himself, and Wha,t he has promzaed to be and to do for this
people

If this be 80 our text amounts to the assemon that the revelation
God makes of himself to a rightequs man, by his word and Spirit in
Christ—this kmowledge enables the Christian to ﬁnd shelter and defence
in his God in time of irial and trouble.

ﬁ In waar ReseEcrT 18 THE NAME or Gop 4 STRONG TOWER 2—A strong
tower i isa very significant figure to the natives of eastern countries, In
countnes where law is weak, Where mlgjht is too often nght towers are
btulﬁ Wlth strong walls and 1ron vates, and several _ghories. hlgh, &8 &
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sefuge from sudden danger. Fancy men at work in ¢he fields, children
at pla.y, and women within their tents. The alarm is given that the
enemy is in sight. Driving their éattle before them, the men make for
the tower. Children fling away their toys, and mothers with their babes
rush for the tower. Those who are in time get in, and the heavy gates
are swung to and they are safe; while these who are too late fall info the
hands of the enemy. There was a time when scenes like these occurred
even in Britain ; and these high castles that frown down from bettling
cliffs with iron-barred windows, and loop-holes, and battlements, were
built not se much for the chief, but for the safety of the whole clan,
when attacked by some neighbouring foe. What that strong tower is to
these people, the name of the Lord, {.c., the character of the Lord, is to
the righteous. "Wherein lies the force of this figure ® In what respect
is the name of the Lioxd a strong tower ?

It is a strong tower (1) because of God's mercy. A tower,
however strong, would be no strong tower to you if you could find
no enitrance into it. All the strength and glory of God would
be no protection, hut rather a terror, but for his mercy. In the pro-
clamation made t. Moses, this is the very first thing that meets us—
Mererron,  Over the entrance of the tower is written these cheering
worde, ¢ The Loxd our God is merciful,” “ Knock and it shall be opened.”
Men of all classes, of all dispositions, of all sins and sorrows, at all sea-
sons, in all circumstances, bave kmocked and been admitted. Manasseh,
Meagdalene, Saul, the superstitious Ephesians, the licgntious Corinthians,
the proud Romans, all found entrance. Some are let in at once, like blind
Bartimeus ; some are k- pt waiting like the Syrophenician woman; some
get in after a severe struggle, like Saul of Tarsus, and some easily and
gently, like Timothy and Lydia, but to every one that contmues
to knock, sooner ox later it shall be opened.

It is & strong tower agdin (2) because of God's patience. Abra-
ham’s tent was no strong tower to poor Hagar, after she had
quarrelled witks its inmates. They had grown weary of her ways
and her teraper, and she must leate. But God never deals so with
hig children. You have read the fable of the wolf that heard the mother
threatening to cast out her child. The wolf waited in vain for his prey,
for the mother's patience was too great to do this thing. The Lord will
not cast away his people. Inside the door there is this inscription: ¢ If
his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgment ; if they break
ny statutes and keep not my commendments, then will I visit their trans-
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gressions with the rod and their iniyuiiy with stripes ; nevertheless my
loving kindness will I not utterly take fro.u him, nor suffer n.y faithful-
nessto fail :”* Psalm Ixxxix. 80, *¢ The Loxrdis slow to anger:” Nahum i
8. “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and of great
mercy:” Psalm ciii. 8. This patience is one of the remarkable letters'in
the name of God as he himself proclaimed it. ¢ It is put in the middle,”
as Charnock remarks, ‘ linking mercy and truth together.”

It is & strong tower (8) because of God's goudness. The bare walls of a
tower will not suffice for those who take shelter there. At night they
are weary, they must have beds and couches on which to repose; they
will feel thirsty, there must be a deep well to supply them with drink;
when hungry, they must have food ; when sick, physic; when cast down,
comfort; when night comes, they must have light ; and in cold, clothing
to keep them warm. All this God provides for his people. Paul Imew
this when he said, in writing to the Philippians, * My God shall supply
all your need.” A1l things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or
Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to
come, all are yours; and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's. * God’s
throne is a throne of holiness, but it is & throne of grace:” Heb. iv. 16;
* g throne encircled with a rainbow :” Rev. iv. 28; in sight like to an
emerald—¢ an emblem of the covenant that hath the pleasantness,” as
an old writer remarks, * of a colour (green) delightful to the eye betoken-
ing merey.”

The name of the Lord is a strong tower (4) because of God's infinite
power. In vain an open door, in vain patience, in vain every comfort, if
the doors, and walls, and foundation are not strong to resist all the
force of the enemy. The enemies of God's people are many and stxong.
‘Were they not strong when Pharaoh and his hosts pursued the handful
of slaves? 'Were they not strong when Sennacherib came down upon
Jerusalem ? These are only faint images of our invisible enemies. We
wrestle not with flesh and blood. But God is stwonger than these all.
He is strong by his Providence. The elements, the sedsons, cold and
heat, are his ministers to do his will. Strong by his angels, ministering
spirits; strong by his wurd — ¢‘thy word hath quickened me;”
strong by his servants—¢ comforted us by the coming of Titus;”
strong by his Spirit, so that Paul conld say, “I can do all things.”
It was this view of the character and promises of God to his pecple
that filled the mind of the apostle when he said, *1f God be for us who
can be againstus? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

o
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Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword ? Nayin all,etc. For ] am persusded that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor taings to come, shall be able to separate us from the love of God.”

The name of the Lord is a strong tower (5) because of his unchange-

ableness. With God *there is no variableness nor shadow of furning.”

He is the centre of the circle of his universe. The circumference is al-

ways moving ; the centre is fised. This is not a distinct atiribute of

God, but is a glory belonging to all his attributes, God’s unchangeable-

ness j8 like & golden thread that runs through the whole web of his being.

‘Without this there would be no comfort nor certainty to his creatures in

any of his perfections. ¢ How cloudy,” some one remarks, *would be his

blessedness if it were changeable ; how dim his wisdom if it might be

obsgured ; how feeble his power if it were capable to be sickly and lan-

guish ; how would marcy lose much of its lustre if it could change into

wrath, and justice much of its dread if it could be turned into meroy,

while the object of justice remains unfit for mercy, and one that hath
need of mercy continues only fit for the divine fury.” The tower over
whose gate mercy is written, on whose walls and bars are written power,
and within whose rooms goodness and patience veign, even that strong
tower would cease to be a sirong tower if God could change and his
mercy become hatred, his power weakness, his goodness cruelty, and
his patience fury. But the Lord *is the same yesterday, to-day, and
forever.” ‘* The mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but
nmy kindness shall not depart from tlhee, neither shall the covenant of
my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee,”
Ysa. Liv. 10. “Can a woman forget her sucking child ? She may.
Yet will not I, ete.

II. Frox waat Does TBE Nave oF Gop 6ivE Sarery 2 'We must be-
ware lest we take up low carnal views of the promises of God. It was
on this rock the church, in the days of our Saviour, made shipwreck.
They looked for the kingdom of God to come by observation. Let it not
be so with us. In the sfrong tower the righteous man is safe, There is
10 doubt of the fact. But what is the meaning of the fact ? He is safe
from what? He is not necessarily safe from siferings. God’s own Son
* lesrned obedience by the things that he suffered.” He is not safe from
persecution.  To his people Christ says, “If they have persecuted me,
they will persecute you.” He is not safe from temptation, for the believer
is told to count.it all “ joy when he falls into divers temptations.” He
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is not safe from weaknesses, for the most eminent of God’s sexrvants—Paul
—had a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet him. What,
then, is there safety from ? One word expresses the answer—EviL, The
righteous in the strong tower is safe from evil, as we understand from
the terms of the prayer of Christ: ¢ I pray not that thou shouldest take
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil:*
Jobn xvii. 15. ¢ Those whom Jesus saves,” Matthew Hemy says, *He
saves from their sins; from the guilt of sin by the merit of his death;
from the dominion of sin by the spirit of his grace. In saving from sin
he saves them from wrath, and the curse and all misery here and here-
after.”

If sufferings are evil, the righteous shall be delivered from them.
« He shall keep them as the apple of his eye.” If temptations are evil,
God will not “suffer them to be tempted above what they are able to
bear.” If persecution isan evil, God can check it. ‘*Be not afraid,”
said Christ to Paul in Corinth, “for I am with thee, and no man shall
set on thee to hurt thee:™ Acts xviii. 9, 10, If weakness is an evil, he
can make the wesk strong. “ When I am weak, then am I strong.”
% Cor. xii. 10.

The righteons in that tower is safe, as the free is safe which is laden
with fruit in autumn, even althoughk the winter had stripped it of its
leaves, though the spring frosts had nipped some of its buds,
and though fierce winds bad well-nigh sheken it out of root.
That ship you call safe, not the one thet never left the dock, but the one
that has taken its crew and cargo safe to port, though its sails may have
been torn, and its masts lost, and its hull shattered in the perilous voy-
age. In this sense the name of the Lord is a strong tower to his people.
« Not,” as Calvin says, “to be free from all conflict, but to be free from
defeat ; not to be safe from the changes of seasons, but from barrenness;
not to be safe from storms, but from shipwreck.”

In this high tower the lives of God's people are safe #ill their work
is done ; their property is safe as far as that is for their good and God's
glory; their children in so far as they are in the covenant; their soul
without any condition, and this is the main business, is safe—safe from
disturbance. * Thoun will keep bim in perfect peace whose mind is stayed
on thee” from despair, * cast down, but not in despair; ™ from death, **we
are move thar conquerors through him that loved us.”

Tllustrations of this glorious truth are scattered thick in history.
Abel ran into this high tower and was safe, though he fell slain under the
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hand of an angry brother. Noah, and the waters of the flood corld not
c¢ome near him. Abraham, and hear what God says to him, * Fear not,
I am thy shield.” Joseph, and we read, “the ILord was with
Joseph.” David, and this is the way, Abigail expressed the truth of our
text, ¢ A man hath risen to pursue thee and seek thy soul ; but the soul of
my Loxd shell be bound with the bundle of life with the Lord my God.”
Paul, and he says, when in prison, *‘ For the which cause I suffer these
things, nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed,
and am persuaded he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him
against that day:” 2 Tim. i. 12.

And now two questions of importance rise out of this subject which
I must press on you.

1. What is your high tower ? Every man has some high tower, to
which he rumsin time of distress, Every oreature having life
has & high tower somewhere. When the sportsman fires his gun you
see the frightened animals betake themselves each to his refuge. Some
run to their holes in the earth, some bury themselves in the thick bushes,
some flee with all speed, and some take {0 the wing and soar aloft or
settle on some high crag where no harm can come near. So with men.
The rich man's wealth is his high tower. When Esau lost his birth-right
what was his comfort? ¢ Behold thy brother comforteth himself
puwrposing to kill thee.” But Jacob, as at Bethel, went to God.
Saul lost his kingdom. * Honour me before the ~  le.” David lost all
at Ziklag—wives and estate—and ¢“he encouragea .mself in his God.”
So elsewhere— ¢ My heart and my flesh fail but God is the strength of my
heart.” The name of God is the only strong tower. Its door is open.
Seek it, strive to enter, for many shall seek to enter and shall not be able.

2. What is your position in this high tower ? It is not enough that
you find entrance. To your safe position in that strong tower certain
duties belong. When chased by enemies & man feels thankful when thick
walls lies between him and them. Be thankful. Lietthelanguage of your life
be ¢ Thanks be unto God for this unspeakable gift.” It is your duty o be
pitiful. While your are safe thousands are perishing outside the walls of
the tower. 1s there noihing you can do by word, or Bible, or tract, or
example, or money, to bring into shelter these poor perishing ones? Itis
your duty to be watchful. The strong tower is'not a place for sleap, but for
earnest conflict. From your vantage ground you must annoy and destroy
the enemy. Shoot your arrows fast and shaxp against the many enemies
that seek, in their madness, to undermine the tower or batter
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down its walls. It is your duty to be ambitious, with a holy
ambition, There are dungeons in the .fower, dark and dismal,
into which the master thrusts, at times, unruly and ungrateful
inmates. David could tell you of these fearful pits. And there
are sublime heights in that tower whenoce may be seen, as from the
delectable mountains, the celestial city with its walls of precious stone, its
gates of pear! and its streets of pure gold. Beware of these dungeons,
and aspire after these upper rooms, where the air is always pure, and the
prospect always beautiful. In proportion to your watchfulness and dili-
gence and honesty and purity will your position be in the strong-hold of
God. Stage after stage do true believers rise, till these fears and these
derires, which troubled them in the lower stages of their lives have no
more place in them. FElevated far above that which men vainly vex
themselves with, you may, on the top of that strong tower enjoy, with the
angels, a Divine contentment. From that glorious heaven, where you
might thus reside, you could despise the vicissitudes and vanities of the
earth, and see its elements rage, and its idols perish without any fear that
its storms and changes can ever reach thas secure spot where you stand.
Your whole life might then be a perpetual feast, in which ¢ free from the
travail and turmoil of worldlings, contemplating in spirit the glory of the
palace of our Lord, meditating on his promises, breathiug after his
benefits, and enjoying them for the present by faith and hope, you could
in repose wait for the day of your glorious trinmph.”

8§

fZorkea.

THE OLD PARISHIONER AND THE MODERN PARSON.

“Why, John, I haven’t seen your face
In church for weeks, I know."”

“No, sir, it's such a queerish place,—
“When it's restored, I'll go.”

“When it's restored? Why, John, you've seen
The chancel that's just built,—

With painted windows, carved oak screen,
And reredos all of gilt!
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¢ With decoration it abounds;
There's & new altar, too;

The organ cost three.hundred pounds,
It's all restored quite new.”

¢ Yes,—like old Ned, the other day—
What had a stroke, I mean—

He's quite restored to health they say:
Bat, lor’, his mind’s gone clean. ’

“Dark windows may be beauntiful
For them as likes the look;

But I, with old eyes getting dull,
‘Want light to read my book.

<y A S R R\ £ v b B g 7 o8 i 5t B R 1ridd
P 2% T G L R ey v

“When I was young (you'd think it odd),
The roses climbed in thero;

They always made me think of God,
And all his tender care.

¢ But now, if I look up, I greet
Them figures done iu paints;

T'd go & long way not to meet
Saints, if such folks be saints.”

¢“Al, John, they didn't teach high art
‘When you were put to school ;

But how do you like the singing part, —
Come, that's 8 better rule?”

«Why, sir, they’re thinking far too much
How tunes go now-a-days;

Give me the old hundredth psalm and such,
That’s more what I call praise.

- We used to sing it—such a crowd—
Maybe the notes weren’t true;

Maybe we sang a bit too loud,
Because our hearts sang too.

« But now, my grandson—pert young lad—
He says he's got much higher;

Says he, ¢ You're not to sing, grandad,
You'll interrupt ﬂ}e choir.’

¢+ You thinks a deal about thet thing,
The choir,’ I says to him ;

¢ But I can't see why you can’t sing
Without your bed-gown, Jim.’

¢ New chancel’s mighty fine, but ne'er
Can we make out; who knows

What's gone witk the Commandments thore,—
What have you done with those?
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“You're all for pretty tiles and brioks,
Tor carving,. gilt, and seroll:;

What good could thom tall ca.ndlesueks
Do to a poor.dark soul? . -+ .

“ Bir, there’s a many things restored
No use to such ags me

‘We want to hear about the Lord, ¢
You only talk of She! :

“We ured to pray the prayers, and then
The parson prayed from heart;

Now, you all seem to think Amen
The most important part.

“But, sir, I scarce like telling you
How ib sounds when you intones.”

“Well, John, what is it like? Sp aa.k true.”
¢ Machine what grinds the bones

¢'We had s minister once, sir,—
'"Twas long before you came ;
A man that'was & minister
Not only in the name.

¢ Your decorations, copes, and stoles,
He didn’t need such aid;

He cared too much for our poor souls,
To think how his gown was made,

T ve seen him pleading with us thus,
With tears in eyes he stood ;

Somehow those tears preached more to us
Than twenty sermons could, 5

¢ The rich and poot came far and near,
The church would overflow;

It's getting full agein I hear—
Folks come to see the Show.

“Now, it’s most like the play I see
In Liondon town one day,

All very well for a play maybe,
But not for prayer, I say.

« Do you think, sir, such a queerish whim
Can please the Lord, forsooth ?

He said—ws wera to- worshlp H1m
In spirit and in truth.

% So that's why I don't coms, you know ;
T will, when it’s restored ;
But now, sir, I don’t ¢are- o £0,
Beoause T feaxs the Lord.”
—Margaret T'upper.
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AT LAKE NYANZA, -
IN MEMORIAM: DR. JOHN SMITH, MEDICAL MISSIONARY.,

Sadly sounds an echoing. death-wail o’cr.the,ocean,
Flung by vagrant winds from out the great lone land ;
Cold and still a heaxt thab glowed with trye devotion,
Bright aslove-lit lamp amid that mission hand.
While the dew of youth lay thick on life’s fair blossom,
And the beams.of hope streamed o’er it with a smile,
Drooped the head so. maxtyx-like on Africe’s bosom,
By the living fount that feeds the flaoded Nile.

What last thoughts were thine, O filend ¢ 'What farewell vision
Came and went ere death in darkness sealed. thine eyes,
Till they opened wide to beauty all-Elsyian
‘With the sweet and shadeless .sunshine of the; skies?
Ah, methinks, came trooping fancies 1n thy dreaming,
Loving voices heard again, dear faces seen,
#nd the silvery Solway stretched before thes gleaming,
And Morton’s moss and moorland fringed with green!

Did the swarthy chiidven gathex round thee lying,
And pitying gaze into tuy pale face meek ? .
Did they build.thee thare ¢ a little hut to die in,”..
And silent act the lovs tuey could notspegk, .
Till came mingling with. Nvanza's, waves the, breaking
Of death’s slow sad ripples or the efernal strand,
And a brighter morn arose than that awaiting
O’er the inland sea that laves M’tesa’s land ?

Here athome I sjt and gaze with sweet, sad pleasure
On thy living features photographed by art;.

But warza memd?y hold for aye a richer treasure
In the fadeless likeness graven on the heayt.

Now I trace thy wandering steps in those fax regions
By the maps of travel marked where men have trod,

Till swift thought goes forth from Africa’s dusky legions
To track the spirit’s journey back to God.

And thy last request that.came when hands yere clasping
In a long farewell, still xings within, my ears—

« Pray, dear friend, for me, for Africa.! now grasping
The promised grace through faith I soothe all fears,

And hasten on the way of duty. He hath gpoken
‘Whose Word is frue—He helps where He.commands;

The triumph of the-cross is sure, behold the tokend
‘Ethiopie shall yet stretch, qut fo God her hands.’”

Stricken down so soon!.. God’s ways aye desp beyond our seeing ;
‘We reason not but know His will is best. . _

Faith and hope unravel the.strange mystery cf our being,
And love ‘mid life’s sore crosees can find rest. -
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Shall dread failure mar his work thotigh il may falter, -~ '
. Qr vainly flow hearts' teaxsiand martyx’s.blood 2 S
Nay, each living offering laid on Truth’s pure altar
Shall be blest to earth, and scnnted dear by God.

Livin&stohé. .+ . . - _ ~=Robt. Sanders, B.D.
B 3 '
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CL o Cinistiay, Thonght,

’PRE'AQ:HIN G AND THE TRAINING OF PREACHERS.
, BY: DR.. HOWARD 'OROSBY, NEW YORK.

- [This paper was read before the General Council-of Presbyleriang held in Julyin
Edinburgh.) Lo ) . . e
ZNPT is the work of the pastor 4s.a preacher which we propose 1o con-
- sider in this papér. ‘We may very readily divide the subject irito
i three parts, heving reference respectively to the &im he has'in
7 \J. view, the méans he has to use, and the manner in which  he is
to use them." o e . o

Frrsr, Tee Ame He mas ov View.—This aint should be no other than
that for which the Head of the-Church commissioned him, and this we
" find clearly’stated in Bph. iv, 11-12—¢ And He gave some to be apostles,
and some to be prophets, and' some' to be* evangelists, and some to be
pastors and teachers, with a. view to perfect the gaints, unto o ministerial
work, unto & building up-of the body of Christ.”” Al the forms of Chris-
tian ministry, then, have tho one aim—the rearing of the spiritual and
only true Churoh of Christ o its full proportions, as they shall appear in
the final day of glory. The evangelists gather in from without, and the
pastors and teachers use the material thus gathered, with whatever the
Church itself furnishes, in strengthening, emlarging, beautifying, and
unifying the whole structure. - We have interpreted this passsge of the
spiritual Church, first, because the body of Christ is & spiritual body,
according to. the Seripture (1 Cor. xiii, 27), ¢ Ye are the body of Christ,”
where no reference is had to an outward organization; and, secondly,
because the perfecting of God’s saibts or holy ones is a spiritual process,
the suthor of whichi is:the Holy Spirit, whose work cannot be marked by
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men-drawn lines. The mement we lose sight.of this spiritual character
of the Church, we introducs other aims thdn the perfesting of the seints
and the edifying of the body of Christ. We then strive to establish
forms, we seek to exalt parbies, we magnify trifles, and the builders,
ingtead of working together to complete the common structure, are
tempted away into by-plays and fancies that often even exhibit antagon-
isms. The sanctification of believers is & process, and not anew birth,
a8 i3 conversion. The youug plant is to be watched and tended. There
is the blade and the ear, after that the full corn in the ear, Pastors and
teachers are God's husbandmen to care for this, Thisis God’s oxder
for bringing the crop to the harvest. There is no short cutb to the desired
end, as some would have it. There must be experience, and experience
takes time. No man can wish himself or believe himself into the results
of experience. His effort will only end in a vain conceif, and put him
out of the order of a true growth., The two favourite symboels of the
spiritual life, as given us in the Scriptures, are the building mounting
higher and higher toward completion, axd the plant growing larger and
larger4rom the seed. Now, this spiriiual life thus advaneing must not
be confounded with msthetic and intellectusl culture. In this way Chris- §
tianity is confounded with civilization. While it is very true that J
spiritual life must cilvilize men, it is very far from truth that civilization §
Christianizes men. Greece, in her Periclean day of art and philosophy, &
and literature, was a debased nation (or cluster of nations) in her religion. &
The age of Ifalian culture under the Medicis was an age of rampant vice; §
and the Olympus of Liouis Qustorze displayed very few features of Chris- §
tianity. The aims of the Christian preacher is not to civilize man, how- §
over naturally such & result may follow his faithful activily. He doesnot §
teach agriculture or the fine arts. He wishes man to receive God’s §
revealed truth which makes wise to salvation. He deals altogether with §
that truth, because he acts simply as God’s messenger and agent to build §
ap the soul in godliness or godlikeness. -Many a Christian minister has §
apparently forgotten that man was & sinner and needed to be saved from §
his sins, and that he was ignorant and needed to be instructed in right- §
eousness, and accordingly has ceased to'perfect the saint, while he gave
his attention to adorn the citizen. Perhaps, the most insidious enemy §
of the truth is in action, when culture takes the place of religion, and the
minister of Christ becomes the-gocial or.politioal philosopher. Asagainst§
then, the mere establishment of ecclesiastioal organization, or the mere
regard for man’s temporal welfare, the aim .of the Christian preacher is
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thedevelopment of the lifedf’ Ohtist in thie individual yoan, and so'in the -

cothraunity. For-this end only he has reeexveﬁ the commission’ from his
Lord;and in this dim only ¢an 'hd expectthé Lord’s presexioe—* Go 3o
and. dlsmple albnations,” is the’ commission} « Tio, ¥ am with youw a.lwa.y »
is the promise. - We.oannot digjoin the ‘fwo. - The disoipling to Christ is
olearly defined as promoting and meintaining the union of branches to
the vine—alife-union by which xﬁuch fruit is Eeveloped through the vine s
foree. « Iiam the:vine (saysour Liord); ye ‘sve the branches.

severed from me ye can do nothing.” Herein s My Father glonﬁed
that ye bear muck frait; so shall ye be my chsclples *  Bring souls to
Christ: and' confirming them 'in Christ; that is discipling, this' is {he
Church’s work (through its repreaantahves especially wroaght), and in
this work the Liord’s proapermg presence is pledged. The pastor’s espe-
cial-part of thig work is the confirmation of the dzsoxplesbxp, a,nd to tlus
end his preaching is'to be meinly dreeted.

In thig-duty we consider secondly, THE MEANS HE E4S TO USE.—AS
the end is s spiritual one, the means are néither material nor carnal.
The nse:of physieal force-to build tip the Church of Christ might betreatsd
simply as an absurdity, if, alas! the theory had not erystalized itself into
fea.rful practice, staining the earth with the blood of its vioﬁms, and
worid. - 'Fo bring & soul iilo-union with Christ, or to esta}hsh a soul in’
this heavenly alliance, is so exotic to all natural thought that nothing can
be found in the natural appacatus of man for the work. God only can

furnish the meéans, s He alone has revealed the aim. His word is the

epiritual wespon. It is living and powerful and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart. Itis the entrance of that Word that giveth light.
It isthat Word which is the truth that purifies. It is that Word which
regenerates and males wise unto salvation. It is that Word in which
theSpmt dwells, an® with which the Spirit acts upon the hea,rt of man.

There is no other agency which shares the honur “with the “Word. Ttis
the only lamp for dur feet, the only light for car path. It is & jeslous
Word, as-God is & jealons God. It will have no pa,rtner in making wise
the simple and ifi ‘converting the soul. Tti is trom God. All else is from
man, It ig that Word, therefore which thé preacher is to wield in the
adrhimibtration of hishigh offids, AN trtith s sasceptible "of ﬂlustra,ﬁon,
axrangemeht, and cYthpatison, and cxh be presse& on the sttention'by
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argument drawn from itg own character, This fact buggests the frue
range of the preacher's address to-his people. He is never to lose sight
or let his hearers lose sight. of the divipa revelation. Eath effort of ‘his
mind and tongue is only to make God's trnth more apparent in its rela-
tions and applications. If he twrn to erect 2 philocophic scheme, the
result of his owh speculations, he is no longer a preacher of God’s Word.
If he becomo a mere councillor of worldly wisdom, though he may be a
very useful citizen, he has laid aside his distinetive calling. If he seek
to amuse and delight his audience with elaborate rhetorie, he has aban-
doned his holy work. “Whatever will turn the attention of his hearers
from God's Word to man’'s word is false preaching, however favourably
it may be considered by the community. Very different from all this is
the fact that the preacher must use his tones, his look, his action, in full
sympathy with his theme, The rhetorio, as well as the philosophy and
wisdom, that legitimately flows from the power of God’s Word in his own
heart, partakes of the hcliness of its source, and is not to be confonnded
with that wisdom of words which the Greeks seek after. The man who
spesks God’s Word is a living man with his own marked individuality,
and not an automaton—(laughter)—and hence the forms of his deliver-
ances must partake of hie idiosyncrasy, but these are only forms, and if
natural, or if even cultivated with godly purpose, will not mar or hinder,
but rather fitly present the truth.of God. There appears often 4 virtual
distrust of the power of God's Word in the preaching of our day. A
Christian minister thinks he must meet the enemies of the truth on their
ground and not on God’s.  He must argue with the Materialist or the Pan-
theist on purely scientific or metaphysical grounds. He must enter the lists
as a geologist, a biologist,or a linguist. He must talk learnedly of the stone
age, aud pre-Adamite man, of protoplasm and natural selection. In
order to this he must read all the philosophers and scientists, and be-
come & cosmical Humbolut while the book of God must be proportion-
ately neglected. Well, Satan gets him down into the world’s arena and
is satisfied. Hell not convert souls or edify saints in that region,
but he'll get many & commendation in the newspapers, We desire to
protest against this peryersion of preaching. 'We insist that the preacher
is uttering a revelation from God, and not acting a philosopher of the
schools. The Bible furnishes him with quite strong envugh weapons for
any form of infidelity. The batile ¢an be fought out on the grand prin-
ciples enu,nqmted in the Word, and need never be carried into the detailed
technics of & specmhty. I a preachex knows his. Bible well, he is. ready

PYRETTD)
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for nity opponont froth Porphyry to Strouss.. God made his revelation o -

complote one for its purpose of shving man, and there is & dishonouring. ..
of that rovelotion when the imuginationsof men are deemed.n necessary -

addendum to.it. Men's affections, not their inteliacts, axe the indrances.

to God’s truth, and accordingly if the comtest cem be bronght into the -

intellectusl field, and so relieve the heart from: the pressustd of spiritual
truth, men are satisfied. Argumentation can go on for ever there with
much plausibility, the anbeliever being perhaps more thoroughly ao~
queinted with soientifio facts which he can dexterously manage to his ad-
vantage, while his heart is unassailed and anmolested in its godlessness.
The Bible is God's gttack on the heart, and preachei’s lose all their
vantage when they prefer maa’s attack on the intellect.

‘We consider, thirdly, the MANNER IN WEIOH HE I8:T0 USE THE SCRIPTURES.
Titst, negatively, in no way in which he may mar their force. Any putting
of the man before his message is a detraction from the majesty of the
Word. A direct egotism in dogmatioc assertion or an indirect.egotism 1
thé parade of learning on the part of the preacher is an obscuration of
the Scriptures. . His mauner of dealing with the sacred oracles should
show him ¢ receiver as well as a distributor. He should act &s the dis-
ciplés who took losves from the Master and distributed them to the multi-
tude. His humility would point the hearer to the.compzon source whence
he a8 well &g they derived their spiritual food. It is not what Dr, This
or Professor That says which edifies the Church, but what the Holy Gthost

gaith, and every one who occupiea the high position of a teacher.in the -

Church should beware of a species of blasphemy equally in nitering
humai diets as the Word of God, and in uttering the Word of God as if
it wére human dicte. If egotism be a grievous fault in preaching, still
more grievous is the transmutation of instruction to-amusement. . To rob
the Word of its solemnity, to associate the great themes of sin; judgment,
repentance, pardon, the Ctross of Chléet, and eternal iife, with merriment
and laughter is an oulrage upon-the truth aad & woete-theChurch. The.
trifiing jest and low wit thet sometimes disgraces the pulpit wanst, we may
believe, send & shudder through the ranks of the attending .angels wwho..
watch thé movemsents of the Chorch on earth. The eccentricities of the
pulpit, a5 these buffooneries are enpheuistically called, are but.new wounds
inflicted oh otir Lord in the house.of His friends, sausing deep grief to .
spirifusl inds, and hardening carsless hearts against.all-the approashes.
of the divine grace, Loose-minded men flock .to such -preachers, snd
their charches are Sunday thealzes, not for edification, but for titilation.

L]
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A rough -or-careless fmanner in -preaching mey mdt thedelivery;of-the
truth; suggesting: a, moersd1 perfunotory performance, and-so,. We may 88y,
takingFthe theart.ouf. of the-serviesi This is.an. error all foo common.
The-minister goes threngh his daty as though it were:the burning of ¢,
crank or the working of:a [pump. His matter is 1moab mephanically
artanged; and His mannermatoheshis arragement. . Many lean congrega-
gations derive their emaciated condition .from this sort of tending.
Instend of & shapherd theminister is no more than a hireling, and careth
not' for-the sheep. He gets his pay, and then, alas! has to perform his
task. Now,in direct opposition to all this, we:say, secondly and positively,
thak the inanner of the preacher should bg earnest, natuzal, and solemn,
and the preaching should be simple, clean, and fresh. ' Earnestness
becomes: the- awful-importance of the truth conveyed. Where eternal
life-or death is ab.stake, anything short.of sarneatness ismockery. A soul
aliveto the transcendent.character of Scripture themes will speak so that
men will fain hear, and any personal defects of the speaker will be for-
gl.en in the impression made by his fervency. The seraph has touched
his lips with & live coal from off the eltar, and .that is enough. He has
an- eloguence far beyond the schools. Aye, the school eloguence he will
avoid. He will shun it a5 the wisdom of this world, which is not to be
mingled with the gospel of Ohrist. He will not be thinking how he should
aceant this syllable or round that sentence, ever looking in s glass—
(laaghter)—asthe elocutionists do, but he will be himself, while forgetting
himself, and speak out of the fulness of & godly heart. This wes Paul’s
way. This will be his way. His naturalness twill thns beanecegs&ry
accompaniment of his:earnestness. Equally necessary will be his solem-
nity. He speaks about’ God, before whom the angelic host will veil their
fades, and he spesks =bout human sin and misery and agony, and he
speaks sbout a cross all bloody with the drops of expiation, and amid
snch thoughts he can only be solemn; The Bible is a solemn hook. It
brings a.solemn'message. Itsproclaimer must be asolemn preacher. His
preaching will: be simple, becanse he hasto deal with youthful or untrained
minds, and- because the gospel in Jesus Christ is a simplicity. It is
adapted to the young and illiterate, because it concerns the development
of the affections and not that.of the noetic powers. + Preaching above the
head. of the people is correctly noted as s grievous error in the Christian
ministry.,  Tho efeot-upon the congragation mey be impasing; but it is
not edifying. -They may admire: ths lesrning of the preacher-gedording
ta the Jaw. $*mane dgnoticn: pro mirifica,” but there:s surely no pasture for
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the sheep of the Covenant in all this. For like reasons the preaching
should be clear, not intertwisted in its argument, or choked with tropes
or Delphie in its allusions, 2 na.rd?gs in itd connections. Clean defini-
tions, plain arguments, inoisive langue,ge should Be used by & distinct and
expressive voice. With this the preaching should be ever fresh. This
can be the result only of faithful and continhal study, a constant search-
ing of the word.and an eye fraiued to seeits illastrations and adsptations.
The preacher who depends upon, old prepexations becones dull, monoton-
ous, commonplace. To the thorough student of the Bible all nature and
life-become.reflective of its glories, and the divine illumination thus pene-
trates the universal frame of things, till everything gives forth a holy
light. But i¥ is only the Bible student, with bheart sanctified in his
work, who can so mount from .nature to.npature’s God. Nature’s
infinite variety will minister to him in illustrating the Word. Moxeover,
a careful habit of study will place the truth itself in s hundred different
phases and positions to the mind, the knowledge of which (like the varied
views of & statue) gives roundness and relief to the subjest. Now, if our
view of the aim, means and manner of the preaching be correct, we can
easily draw the.conclusion that the training of preachers should be pre-
eminently o Biblical training. The theological seminary should be &
Bible school. Text books on theology should have a secondary place to
the books of exegesis. Exegetics should be a more prominent chair than
systerpatic theology. Or rather, the systemstio theology should be resol-
ved into an exegetic theology, gathered and constructed by the students
directly from the Hebrew and Greek under the skilled guidance of Bibli-
cal scholars, The great defect of some of our theological seminaries is
that they do not teach the Bible. They teach abort the Bible, bui they
do not teach the Bible itself. The power of the Church for the truth will
be greatly increased when every minister goes foruh fo his high vocation
thoroughly charged (like an electric batiery) with the Word of God.
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e Gloiatiae @'xiz.
MR. PETER DRUMMON L. .
ZIyiN our Editorial on * The Ohristian Press,” e meds short reference
to the *Btirling publications,” which owe their sxisténce, wnder
%ﬁ It God, to Mz. Peter Drummond. It was just the other month this’
3 remarkable man pessed to his zést, dylhgin Edinburgh in the 79th
year of his age. We have called him a remarkable man. He “was all
that. Hewas not remarkable for genius, nor learhing, nor talents of any
brilliant character. He was remarkable however for his zeal for the
Glory of God, for his vourags and devotion fo the Liord’s work and for
the wonderful success with which his mission of benevo]ence as ulti-
mately crowned.

Mr. Drummond we are told, was & native of the parish of St. Nini-
ans, in the immediate neighbourhood of Stirling. He was one of an unusit-
ally large family, both brothers and sisters, all of them distingnished in
their respective spheres. Mr. Peter Drummond’s life may be said to linve
been passed in the town of Stirling. With two of his brothershe was a
partner as seedsman in the well-known and highly-respected firm of
Messrs William Drommond & Soms. The subject of this nolice was a
very remarkable man. For fifty years he has been a benefactor, a great
blessing to the place of his abode. His career ase friend of religion
began eexly, in the capacity of & Sabbath school teather, in which he
proved sn example to many, and was greatly a promofer of that form of
juvenile instruction. Neaxly thirty years ago, whilst his favourite wotk,
of which we have spoken, was not neglected, he entered on another field
of service in the camse of his Lord and Master. Two things very
specially stirred his erdent spirit—Sabbath-breaking and horse-racing,
of which Stirling for many years, had an annual visitation. The Sabbath-
breaking which stirred his mind was enscted at Cambuskenneth, a short
way from Stirhng, on the opposite side of the river Forth. In the frait
season crowds used to assemble $o purchase the fruit, and to indulge,
amidst the extensive orchards of the place, the unholy and desecrating
practices to which they were there enticed. The hoxse-racingin the Park of
Stirling, so distinguished for its beauty, and, from the earliest times, the
scena of even Royal sports, some forty years ago, formed the ocossion of
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serions offence to:all:respastablepeople:of -the:town ‘and. eighbourhoed.
During thd-daysof the races theitown wres:almost ot the meray of a'law-
lessand ountrageoisly offensive itnported multitude. ‘Al men were thank-
fal when, at length, the_filthy tide had ebbedawsy, headed by the-finely-
dressed race-horses,. joskies, bovk-makers, gnd followed by would-be
grandees of all names and. grades. Mr. Drumimond began his assault
againet both—Sabbath deseoration end thoe tutf—by speech, using his
powers in thet form, This was épeedily l2id eside for another form of
attack. He wrote and published tracts bearing upon both, the camuses of
annoyance and grief to those who feared God and trembled at his Word.
He engaged friends fo write in2id of his own efforts. He adopted tracts
produced by the varions tract institations in the country. He spared no
arrows. It was impossible for the frequenters of the Cambuskenneth!
orcherds, or for the Park racecoursa admirers, to escape him. He e#il0
gaged & vast multitude of agents, who, armed with tracts, occupied every
approach and entrance-to bothplaces, their instructions being that o tract
should be put intothe hand of every passer-by. The tracts had their
titles—for the most part very slarming—printed in large charasters on
the first page. Though for the most part rejected, it was impossible to
read even the headings without being startled. For a time all seemed
vain. Prayer was largely meade for & blessing on this effort to do good.
Success at last came. The Stirling Races were abandoned ; the Cambus-
kenneth desecrations ceased. All this led to whwt Mr. Drummond
named “The Stirling Tract Enterprise,” which in course of a few years.
grew into the vast institulion which it now is. The British Messenyer,
the Gospel Trumpet and other psriodicals, with anunceasing flow of tracts
of the highest value, were the immediate fruits of the enterprise.

The writer of these lines has a very distinct recollection of reading,
while & Student in the University of Edinburgh, oneof Mr. Drummond's
early advertisements in referenee to his tracts, which appedred in the
Edinburgh Witness. It was very much out of the ordinary way of things,
fitted indeed to convey the impression, which indeed, it did .eave on the
minds of some, that he was a fool or & fanatic. But indesd he was
ueither. Gradually he divested his tracts and his advertisements of this
outre element, and called to his assistance such men as the Rev. Mr.
Taylor who now edits The British Messenger, one of the best papers of the
kind that we read. Enowing Mr. Drummond’s desire to spread abroad
his trects and leaflets; tHe writdr, in 1855, in coming to Oanada, obtained
from him 4 large paresl of traols, which-did service on board the ship
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Greurge Livgersy supplying zending motter.qn the. Sebhath to.some thresor
four hundred emigrants, Jucing a voyege of.soma:six or geven wéeks., Aftar
the voyage was.aver there.were enongh left to be distributed up the.8t.
Lawrencs and onwards. till.the shores:of the Georgian Bay wero.rezched,
and Colbpgwood, .theén consisting. pf few.dozen housss rising heré and
there like solitury. sentinels in & cedar swamp among blackened stumps.
Since entering.en the editing of Tae Cmmsman Monrary we have had
commumneations.from Mz, Drummond Wluch bear mtness to his sava.clous
head.and good kmdly heart. ) !

+There  is” says tha. Edmbw'gb Weckly Review, ¢ soa,rcely
any part of the habitable globe.to which these publications have not pene-
trated, and we believe that, esgept the Loudon Tract Society, nothing of

the kind so enfensive esisfs, - The Tract Depot at Stirling constitutes

one;of the mogt beautiful buildingsin thedown. The whole transactions
there-are presided over (we speak of the department of publication) by

" the Rev. William Taylor, than whom no more-competent agent could be,

‘We believe the enterprise wasnever a greater suceéss than it is atpresent.
Mr. Drummond, though ke continued & partner in the firm, gave up, for
the sake of his tract engagements, all active management of the concern, at
the head of which he had for many yesrs been. In Stirling his memory
will be fragrant. Of Dr Beith’s congregation he was the leading elder in
the kirk-session of the Free North Church for many years. Of late he
has resided in Edinburgh, where his sons, in' George Street, follow, with
much success, their father's earliest occupation. Few men have gone
down to the grave with s name more unsullied, or of whom it could more
truthfully he said that he fought 2 good fight and laid hold on eternal life.
Many in Stirlingshire, in the country at large, and in all parts of the
world, will call him blessed. It seems desirable that some lengthened
biography of a man who has been so much before the world, and who, in
his time has been 50 much honoured, shonld be given o the public. Lieb
us hopse thal his friends will think of this.- Thestatistics of the enter-
prise would form an interesting item in such a narrative as we xefer to.
The rev, gentleman at the head of the mstitution has in previous cases
given evidence of his qualification for such a duty. To him men will
look. ..

Mrs, Drummend survives her husband with two sons and ome
daughter. = . S PR

One of the leadmo &ndnqble £eatures of My, Dz umm;)ml’s worl", was

that he never sought like tco many Publishers, of even religions books
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and periodicals, £o humour the publio in pandering to-a felse taste or
erroneous: fanoies, nor did he aim at anythizg beyond making his enter-
prise self-supporting. This we believe he accomplished. We need very
much in the publishing trade men like Peter Drummond who first of all
" ask, Will the publication do good ? leaving it as secondary question, Will
the publication pay ? O.f course the second question raust be asked but
nof as the first, It mreversmg the order of the questicns, that fill the
counters of our book.stores with so. much trash, and burdens the mails with
the same commodity in weekly and monthly instalments. We suppose
that Christ’s words were intended by him to reach, touch and coatrol the
publishing trade as well other trades. * Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness and all these things shall be addsd unto you.”

+

GOhisting ¥k,

SABBATH SCHOOL WORK.
HOW TO SECURE THZ ATTENTION OF THE CLASS.

BY A PRACTICAL TEACHER.

An address read before a Sabbath School Teachers' dssociation.

ITHOUT any preface, leb us look, in the first place at the
teacher. To enlarge on the needed qualifications for the office
would perhaps be in keeping with the object in view, but we
content ourselves with mention of one only—Ilove for children.

FIRST QUALIFICATION,

This is indispensable, and therefore we specialise it in preference to
all othere. Without love we cannot teach in any true sense. And we
_must not only love the gentls, the attentive, the clever, but the rough,
the careless, the stupid. ILove that ome because beneath that rugged
coarse exterior there is an immortal soul, & gem which the King
has commissioned us to find, cleanss, cut and polish for His orown, We
must love the children for their s:mls' ako, for Christ's sake. Iove



530 The Ganada Ohalstian Monthly.

hegets love-and confidence. : Goldness;and harshnesdisgppear in §fs-pre-
sence. It puts new light into the teacher's bye, and sweefmess into-his
voice. In ifg divine radiance. sympathy is gquickened, end; the:-teacher
gains complete: control off the child.. The .character. ofirourscholars: s
best studied in its light. The mind is a book ta be:studied. - In:the light )
of lpve, we can best hecome seguainted with the mental and  moral chaz-
acter of our schglars, their personsl.and- social peculiarities. .. By this
knowledge we are the better ahle to:adaptourselvesto them. The wisest
teacher is he who geaks to combine ;the man’s intellept.and - the.child’s
heaxt, who continues to keep freshin.his memory the- knowledge. of what
he once was, and what a child’s wants, likes and dislikes, and infirmities,
really are. If we would have children’s. attention, we mugt have their
love and sympathy To obtain this teachers must themselves exhibit
loving sympa.thy towards them Be for the ¢ mme bemg one of uhemselvés
mental sympa,thy This qua,hﬁca,txon then the teacher must possess.
Without it kis efforts to instruct and_secure attenbxon will be vain. In
shoxt such a one had better nof-take'the-tasks $h hand.

PREPARATORY TRAINING OF TEACHERS.

The next point to which we.wonld call your attention is that of pre-
paratory training for theoffice. In this direction, nothmg has hitherto
been attempted by the church to \which e ‘belong. ' But we beheve the
Sunday School Teacher needs training for the work as much as the min-
ister for his. It is to be hoped that the day is not far distant when in
connection with every one of our chiurches there shall be a Normal Class
for the special training of young men and women of the congregation who
are possessed of the natural qualifications for the qffice of teachex or
superintendent. The ministers that fill our pulplts ought as past of fhen'
profeseional h:a.mmg to be fitted to take charge of sich classes. In our
Church the chief attention is directed to mere pulpit ministrations. The
Sabbath School has not had that attention bestowed on it which its im-
portance demands. The germs of our future churchesare in the Sunday
School®*, The churches of the fature will without doubt be those that
bestow most attention on this deparirment of their work. Thn Catholis
Charch seems well aware of thie value of this factor in its fut .. 3, and ex-
erts itself strenuonsly in all lands to control the education both secnlar

*We would be inclined rather to say that the family is the nursery of the church
%a;l the. léﬂébl{:h sohooI secondary to the' famxly as o.nmstmment o! rebgmns ummng.—
1TOR 2 |

[
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and religious of its youth, It is not the duty of tha Chuxch to furnish
gecular educp.tmn. : Bub it is its duty to,see that ajl - the youth within,its
fold are well instruoted not only in seriptural knowledge, but in the.ar.
ticles of our Church’s special faith, its constitution and past history, . Be-
. . gides; some knowledge _ of _general Church lustory and Christian
evidences is necessary. The age in, which we live ig oritiosl, scientific,
progressive, In the keen.conflictsof thought our youth;should.be capable
of rendering & reason for the hope that is in them and the faith of their
fathers. How can this be accomplished unless we haye well-instrugted
and well-trained® ,Sa.bba,th_‘ Schogi Teachers 2 We hiail the Normal Class
publication ag & step in the right direction, and one much needed, . In
the almost, as yet, utter absence, of special preparatory training. for the
office, there is nothing' for i, for S. S. Teachers but 1ea,dmg,‘ thmkmg,
teachers’ associations, etc. .

o

mnmnm@ EACH LI:SSON .

But we ngress To return Somethmg may be now sald Wlth ad-
vanta,ge on the preparation’ of the weeldy Sunda,y lessons 'l’hxs is
neede&. by. the teacher for his class-work, no less than by the,mmxgster for
his pulpit work. Ample time must be taken for 1§ .We must read re-
read, memorize, think, We must begin early in the week, and have the
lesgon, or some portipn of it; before themind's eyg every day during the week.
We must study not only. the lesson itself, but _porallel texsts. Compa.re
Scnpture with Scnpture Before consultmg a.ny commentary the best
way,is to think over and study the lesson for ourselves, olosely, persist-
ently, mdependently Looking at God’s Word W;t,houb human inter-
position is the best way of getting ab Go& s meaning, . This power of in-
dependent thought God has given to a.ll to some extent Should we not
culture and use it for H.ls glory" Itisa wonderful parer. Who ,can ex-
plain the process? A sunbeam playing on & lump of ice gradu&lly melts
it. Crystal after crysta,l hreaks from the sohd mags. The beautxful dis-
section goes on till the lump of ice is g cup of cold water. So we may
accustom ourgelves to apply the mind to & subject till it y1elda and opens
up before us. The study of books or penodlcala bea.tmg on the lesson
should always be subprdinate to independent investigation.

© HOW IS THE LESSON 10 BE TAUGHT 2’

Next we me.y congider bneﬁy how the lesson should be taught. To
Iknow a Iepson is one thmg, but o impart it, quite anotner. The first
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 stop in thisdirection is-ncquaintance with ohr stholurs.' ‘We must seek as

thorough a knowledge as possible of the doil on Which ¢ ate to sot the
seed. We must tryand ascerfain the maruer in ‘which this truth or that
truth will strike their youthful minds, and the method¥ by which it may
be fullp unfolded, and deeply and lastingly impressed on their hearts.
To reach this desirable goal, it is best to put ourselves in the position of
our scholars, and put the lesson into that form which will be most likely
to reach each one. In class we must not try to teach all that is in a les-
som, but select-one or two of the leading thoughts and teach them as
thoroughly as possible. One truth well taught in its vérious phases, his-
torie, doctrinal and practical,is worth ten truths superficially handled. Be-
fore appearing in class, we should seleot one or two of the leading pmcti&a,l
thoughts, and view them in all their bearings. Then in class seek to fix
them in the mind of the scholars by pertinent questioning, and well-
chosen illustrations drawn from the world around us. This was Christ’s
plax: ¢ Without a parable spake he not unto them.” He hung truths
concerning the Kingdom on almost every object in nature. So while
flowers bloom and birds sing, while men sow and reap the teachings of
the Great Master shall be repreached. He used many ¢ likes ” in his
teachings; so should we.
QUESTIONING.

The question with which we started: ¢ How to secure attention in
class 9" seems to rise up naturally here. This must be had else all qual-
ifications and preparation are in vain. It is no easy matter to secure the
attention of all the scholars of & clase at the same time. We would say
in regard to this: adopt no method of holding the attention that will
divert the mind from the lesson to be studied. A tunny story may hold
eyes and eaxs spell-bound, but the memory of it may destroy all the influ.
ence of the teacher’s. instruction for the remainder of the lesson. A little
incident, & curious guestion that is like a puzzle, a picture; these and a
score of unmentioned methods may bs adopted for arresting the attention
and starting inquiry. During the entire recitation keep every scholar
busy. Idleness is the curse of the clags. ' If the teacher allows it, syste-
matically, he may as well seek for th8 philosopher’s stone as the attention
of his scholars in olass. Unflagging interest must be kept up during the
whole time of class work. All must be kept at work. Liove of activity is
as natural to children as love of parents. The wise teacher has only to
seize on this universal instinct in children, and direct it into the desired
channels, to secure undivided attention.  An sxcbllent plah is to allow
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cvery scholar the privilege of asking questions of the teacher respecting
the lesson. It is also a good thing to ask occasionelly the individusl
opinions of each one in the class on some points of the lesson. A com-
mendable thing also is to ask for a story or anecdote illustrative of some
point in the lesson on successive Sundays. Again, the teacher should
insist on home preparation of lessons by the scholars. In class they
should be encouraged to tell all they know about thelesson. The teacher
must also study the art of questioning. Lord Bacon says, ¢ a wise ques-
tion is half the knowledge.” It nzeds a good question to securs a good
answer. Attention will soon flag in a class under a slow, weak and un-
gystematic style of questioning. Some questions are intended to find oub
what the scholar knows and needs, other questions quietly put knowledge
into his head. Another kind of questions call back the kind of know-
ledge thus given. Regarding the art of questioning we would say: Putb
your questions in as few words ag possible. Let the words be clear—
transparent as crystal. Let them convey some meaning. But do not
put the answer nor half the answer into any question. Ask your ques-
tions spiritedly as if you expected an answer to each one from every
scholar. Never smile ab a scholar’s answer. Never chide him for stu-
pidity. Never praise too much a good effort or answer. Be able to con-
vince your scholars that you believe with all your heart all youteach. Be
true to the children. Teach as in the sight of God. Never attempt to
teach what you do not quite understand. Never tell a child what you
could make him tell you. Never give a piece of information without
asking for it again. Use no hard words when easy ones will convey your
meaning. Unless you are quite sure a word has meaning to convey,
never usge it. Give no unnecessary commands. Give none you do not
mean to be obeyed to the letter.

GENERAL PRECEPTS IN CLOSING.
Permit no child to remain in class for a minute without something to
do and & motive for doing it. Be enthusiastic in the work of teaching.
Teachers complain of the dullness, of the carelessness, and the lack of in-
terest in the lesson on the part of the scholars. The fault lies generally
at the teacher’s own door. If the teacher would have enthusiastic schol
218, he must himself set the example. The initiative faculty is strongly
developed in children. 'We must be ourselves what we would have them
to be. Partiality must be avoided. Favoritism will kill the influence of
any teacher. All must be treated slike. In conclusion we would re-
32
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coramend that every scholer in the class should be made to feel as though
the whole recitation—the honour of the class--belonged to him. Also we
would recommend as a good plan to ask occasionally the opinions of the
whole class on any given answer to a question. By this means children
are trained to constant habits of criticism of each.other's work and an-
swers in class. Attention under such training soon becomes a habit.
Should any pupil resist these influences we have named, the best thing
the teacher can do is to fire at such a one all imaginable questions on the
lesson, and always when least expected. This will make the position of
idler or trifler disagreeable and hard in class. Few can resist this plan.
‘We have seldom known it to fail. Lastly put Christ into the lesson—
Christ the divine, Christ the incarnate, Christ the children's Saviour, for-
giving and loving. These, Mr. Chairman, are the thoughts that have oc-
curred to my mind on this important topie. I have not attempted close
treatment of the subject. Ihave arrived at the practical. Trusting the
remarks may be of some service, we beg to close.

Lrintiogd Lapers,

A TALK WITH THE YOUNG FOLKS.

BY THE REV. D. WINTERS, PHILADELPHIA, U.S.A.

% HEN we are parting with our friends they generally, as they
i‘} Uff shake our hand, say to us, ¢ Take care of youreelf.” This
u

%

is good advice, and I will, at this time, take it as the subject
of my talk to my young friends. I like fo talk to the young
people, because I was once as young as any of them, and I think I am
young yet, and always mean to be young. Though my body shall grow
old if I live long enough, I intend that my spirit shall always be young.

But now for my advice to you, young friends,—* Taks care of your-
selves.” )

Take care of your time. Time is the warp of life, and we may weave
into it threads of shoddy or of gold just as we please. Timeis like a
block of precious marble. 'We are sculptors who out of it must cut &
statue. Every day we are doing something to it. By and by it will be
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finished. If we fashion it properly it will make us glad with its smiles
everlastingly ; if we spoil it, it will cast its dark and appalling shadow upon
us forever.

Sometimes we see written over the doors of workshops in large letters
these words, intended to keep idlers and loungers out: <“No admittance
except on business. Timeis money.”” Now I think it is a good thing,
when we have work to do, to keep lazy people out of our way, that they
may not waste our time. But I say, also, that tims is not money. It is
far more than money. You cannotbuy it with money. Queen Elizabeth
of England is said to have cried in terrible anguish, when lying upon her
deathbed, ¢ Millions of money for & moment of time.” But she could not
purchase it. Voltaire, & French infidel, told his physician, a short time
before his death, that he would give him half of what he was worth if he
would give him six months longer to live. ¢ Sir,” said the doctor, *“ you
cannot live six weeks.” ¢ Then,” said the dying infidel, ¢ I shall go to
hell and you shall go with me.” Cotton Mather, an eminent clergyman,
said one day when a man had taken up a great deal of his time, ¢ I had
rather have given that man & handful of money than have him waste my
time thus.” A very learned man in the United States, a few years ago,
said to a number of gentlemen who waited upon him and offered him five
hundred dollars an evening if he would deliver a course of scientific lec.
tures in the city of New York: ¢ Gentlemen, I can’t waste my time in
making money.”

Young friends, God has placed us in this world to prepare for another
world, and according to the manner in which we spend the few years al-
lotted to us here, so will it fare with us forever. Every day, every hour,
every moment of our time on the earth will exert an influence upon our
eternity.

¢ Tig not for man to frifle, Life is brief
And sin is here.
An age is but the falling of a lsaf,
. A dropping tear.
‘We have no time to sport away the hours ;
All must be in earnest in & world like ouxs.

¢ Not many lives, but only one, have we—
Frail, fleeting mah ; .
How sacred should that one life ever be ;
" —That narrow span!
Day after day filled up with blessed toil,
Hour after hour still bringing in new spoil.”

Again, I say, Take care of the habits you form. By our habits we mean
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our scoustomed ways of doing things. Someboedy has said that a man
is just & bundle of habits ; and this may be said of all boys and girls, as
well 28 of men and women. We gather this bundle up when we are
young. We put something into it every day. By and by it will be a very

big bundle, and we shall have to carry it with us as long as we live, so -

you see we should be careful what we put into it. Some young people
have idle habits. They sleep late in the morning. Their mothers can
hardly get them oub of bed, and when they get up they won’t do any-
thing. They remind us of what the farmer said of his horse. He said
his horse had only two faults. One was that he was hard to catch, and
the other, that he was not good for anything when he was caught. Some
have diligent habits, They rise early in the morning, and they keep busy
all day. Some young people have very careless habits. Others form very
cargful habits about everything they do. They have a place for every-
thing, and they put everything in its own place. Some people have very dii-
atory habits, Theynever do anything in time. They seem to have been
born s little too late, and they have always been behind time ever sinee.
Other people have prompt habits. When they have anything to do they
do it at once. Next to economy in the expenditure of ocur time ; nothing
is so important as care in the formation of our habits.

Now I must advise my young friends to take care about the company
you keep. You know it is often said we are known by our company. This
is very true. There is o little creature called the chameleon which al-
ways takes on the color of the ground, or pieces of wood, or leaves around
it. 'We are all very much like the chameleon in some respects. One is
that we are sure to become like the people whoge company we take pleas-
are in. Or we are like a lake whose water is very clear. If you stand
where you can look down upon it yon will see reflected in it every change
which takes placein the clouds above it. So do our lives reflect the lives
of our companions. If you associate with people who are peevish, and
cross, and contrary, and untruthful, and dishonest, and who use bad lan-
guage, you will soon become just like them. If you keep company with
persons who are gentle, and kind, and truthful, you will soon begin to he
like them.

A gentleman once told his little daughter that she mustnot go with
somo other children, because they were naughty, and he did not think it
was best for her to go with such persons, “ Do you think, papa,” said she,
“T am so thoughtless that I cannot go with them without being injured by
them ?” Her papa then took a piece of & dead coal from the grate and

TRy
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offered it to her. She did not wish to take it into her hend ; but heurged
her, saying, It cannot burn you, my child.” ~She took it into her
hand, and when she laid it down, she found it had blackened not only her
hand but also hér white dress. * You see,” said Susan, * one cannot be
too eareful about handling cosls even when they are dead; for if they
won’t burn they may blacken.” ¢ Just ro,” said the father, ‘“and we
esn never be too careful about the company we keep.”

Perhaps you begin to think my talk has lasted about long enough, so I
will stop with one more word of advice: Take care of your aims in life.
God did not make us merely to eal, and drink, and sleep, and dress our-
gelves, and have whL... so~ people call a good time in this world, He
made us to work. S0 you swe everybody should have something to do, and
that something ghould be worthy of the dignity of & creature made in the
imgge of God. People may be divided into four classes, according to the
way they spend God’s time. The first class is composed of the lazy peo-
‘ple who spend their time in doing nothing. The second class is made up
of the busy people whose life is occupied with trifles. They never do any-
thing useful. They are the triflers of socieby, or the busy idle people.
Into the third class we will put the people who are busy all the time, but
who busy themselves in doing mischief—in trying to do harm and fo make
the world worse than it is. In the fourth class are to be found all the
people who are serving God, and who are trying to leave this world better
when they go out of it than they found it when they came into it. These
people have gotten the only proper aim in life.

But some of my young friends may, perhaps, say: Suppose oneisa
farmer, a tradesman, or & servant, or g merchant, or a magistrate, sup-
pose one has some very busy occupation, how is he going to get time to
serve God and to help make the world better? I 'will give you the Bible's
answer to that question. Here it is: ¢ Whatsoever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the
Father by him.” We are to do everything for God, and, of courss, it is
as easy to do everything in the name of the Liord Jesus and for God as
it is to do it for ourselves, or for the world, or for Satan.

But our chief aim in life should be to make sure that we have given
our heart to Christ ; that we believe on him in this life, so that we shall
be sure to live with God and serve him in heaven forever. That is the
mark at which we must aim, and if we miss it, it would have been better
{o: us not to have lived at all. Better would it have been for us to have
died the moment we were born than go through the world without faith
in Jesus.
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I told you, at the beginning of my talk, about Queen Elizabeth, who
cried, on her asath bed, ¢ millions of money for a few moments of time.”
Most people would think she had not wasted her fime. She counld write
in five different languages. It was said of her that she knew as much as
any man of her time in all Burope. She ruled over a loyal and strong
people who loved her. She had ten thousand beautiful dresses in her
wardrobe, and yet she was very unhappy when she came to die, just be-
cause she had not glorified God in her life.

Young friends, we must go hence out of this world by and by. We
shan’t stay here very long, and we cannot go out the world with comfort
and hope if we miss the one true aim.of life, the one for which we were
made—to serve God,

OUR DUTY TO GOD AND MAN IN OUR DAILY LABOURS.

Reap Marr. xxv. 14-30,

From these verses and from others which might be drawn under
your attention, but which will no doubt readily occur to your minds, beur-
ing on the subject of Our duty to God and man in our daily labours, I think
it must be obvious to all that there is & dignity, as well as a responsibility,
in all grades of henest toil, whether it be that of the head or the hand, or &
combination of both. That God has bestowed on all responsible creatures
at least ane talent all will readily admit, and on the use we make of such
gift or gifts, which the bountiful Creator has bestowed on us, will our
happiness and usefulness on earth depend, and the probability of am
abundant entrance being administered to us into the mansions above.

Let us consider the examples of activity and labour set before us by
our Creafor and Redeemer; and it surely must be sn incentive and en-
couragement to us fo walkin any path of duty which God has personally
honoured, both by precept and exsmple. In the first hook, and in the
opening verses of sacred history, we are told that God ¢ rested on the
seventh day from all his work,” thus reminding us of the rest elsewhere
spoken of in Holy Writ, “that remaineth for the people of God,” who
nobly and faithfully fulfil their mission Lere; and in the opening chapters
of New Testament History, God manuifest in the flesh, our Saviour and
Redeemer, is found honouwring the homes of industry by his birth, child-
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hood, and early training, by the selection He made of His followers and
disciples from amidst the humble walks of life, and by his own examples
of labour and obedience, for we have no doubt (being subject to his pa-
rents, at least during his earlier manhood) He was called upon occasion-
ally to assist his father, Joseph, in the honourable calling of a carpenter.

There seems to be a universal law that man must work, and his
happiness very much consists in his faculties being employed to some
good purpose. The adaptations of our whole being declare this—the
heart and brain to think and direct, the hands to grasp and carve with
cunning art the appliances which the thought and ingenuity of the invent-
ive faculties of the mind dictate, the feet to travel, and extend to other
people and distant lands the blessings of our own. All these gifts must
be accounted for, all these talents should be put to usury, enlisted in the
-service of God, and used for the good of our fellow-men.

There is & noble dignity in work, whether it bain the pulpit or on
the platform, whether in scientific pursuits or in following the plough, or

in any of the many honourable callings and professions which our advanc-
ed civilization renders necessary, and even

“The hardy son’s of honest toil,”
are well worthy of all praise and encouragement.

" Labour enobles the mind, invigorates the body, satifies the con-
science, and tends to develope what is true and noble, and generous, and
kind, in man. Labour and poverty are, alas! too often combined, but
there is & noble dignity in the horny hand, there is still & manly bearing
in the honest day-labourer or mechanic who, though it it is sometimes
hard to make both ends meet, yet is able to manags it with ecomony and
the exercise of self-denial, and therefore «can look the whole world in

-the face, for he owes not any man.”

Show me the man of true and honest heart

‘Who, for the sake of gain, will not depart

From paths of rectitude, and then I can

Show you God's noblest work—*An honest men.”

Temptation’s darts do not disturb his mind,
True to himself, he's true to all mankind ;
By honest toil he earns whate’sr he can,

And proves himself to be—*“An honest man.”

A celebrated poet has said that «“An honest man's the noblest work of

God,” and ho who worthily fills the station in which Providence has
placed him—

**Acts nobly, acts wigely, angels counld no more.”
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God ie just, as well as merciful, and if we would partake of His
favours and mercy, we must aleo comply with His demands or suffer the
penalty which our sloth or neglect deserves. God never intended that
the man to whom he gave ten talents should only use five, and that the
person to whom ore was given show.l bury that one in the earth; but iz
His Word He has plainly set forth that according to our privileges of
mental and physical capacity, education and social position, He will ex-
pect us to give an account of our stewardship, and be able to show both
to Him and our fellow-men that we are putting those talents to nsury
with which he has entrusted us.

In business circles, and in the markets of the world, gold is the
standard of currency and exchange, and what eagerness and anxiety do
men evince who sink their wealth in stocks, and bonds, and mortgages,
that they may reap the utmost cent of profit or interest; and should we
be less anxsious or concerned inregard to using and cultivating these men-
tal, moral, and physical powers with which our Creator has blessed us,
or meglect to carry them (in the lLight of reason and revelation) to the
best and most profitable markets we can find, and there display them to
the honour and glory of Him who gave them. No, verily! Talents may
be considered the cmrrency of heaven, and the law of interest and com-
pound interest applies as traly to the use and development of these, as to.
the careful investment of dollars and cents. Ifwe have but one talent we
need not stop there, for if we use that aright it will develope others of
which we were never considered capsble, and these again will be fraitful
and multiply just as surely as the seed carefully planted and cultivated will
produce others of a like nature and kind. This means self-denial and work ;
but it is better to wear than rust; for as rust eateth into the unused
plough, and renders it useless for cultivation, so surely will ignorancs and
indolence render us unfit to emulate talent and worth, We cannof all
work in the same field, but the fields are many, an? the world is wide,
and from the numerous fields we have noble examples set before us of
what others have achieved.—

“Lives of great men all remind us
Woe can make our lives sublime,

And, departing, leave behind us
Foot-pnnts in the sands of time.”

To make our life a success we must begin with fixed principles—a-
high moral tone—a thorough understanding of the difference between
right and wrong, so that we may have decision under temytation to sa

v
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“Nol!"” and courage to say “Yes! " when God plainly points us to & field
of usefulness in any corner of His vineyard. We may meeb with disap-
pointment, but let that only mettle us for greater effort; we may meet
with uncharitable criticism and sarcesm from those who are too lazy to
exert themselves, or too stupid to notice the talents which they themselves
possess ; but let that only make us the more careful that we give no of-
fence worthy of such eriticism or sarcasm ; let our aim be *¢ the glory of
God and the world's advancement,” and we need not fear what man can
do unto us. Honour and ease seldom go together, and honour got too
easy is seldom valued aright. 'We can understand the honest pride which
the veteran has in his medals and badges of honour when he thinks of
the weary marches and counter-marches which he has passed through,
the cold, hunger, and exposure which he has endured, the horrors of the
trenches, and the valorous attack and turning of the enemy in the day of
battle ; we can understand the lightheartedness of the sailor on nearing
his native village after a long and perilous voyage—or the sweetness of
rest after a day’s labour and toil ; then let us work and think of our rest,
rather than rest and think of our work, and let us employ the talents
which God hes given us, and they will richly reward us, both iu this life
“and in that which is to come.

In this good cause let us united be,

If we would prosper. Therefore let us see

That all our energies be so combined

Asbest to cultivate the heart and mind.

This occupation is the best that can

Engage the youth or occupy the man

In leisure hours ; which, be they rightly spent,
Arxe of great moment, and by Heaven sent

To sweeten foil, and relaxation give

To dull and cankering cares which, while we live,
Must be onr lot; our time then let us spend

As best becomes us, knowing not our end.—J. IMRIE.
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Elwistinn FEViscellany,

SINS OF INFIRMITY.

« Christian Life is full of paradoxes. e are always willing, pur-
posing, desiring, yearning ; we are always failing, and coming short of
our aspirations and aims. And this is so not because of any subduing
dominion of indwelling sin to which we willingly submit ourselves, but
because while the spirit is willing, the flesh is weak., . . . For aseagon
faults have been held in check, and the better self comes to the front.
We have recognized the will of God in & time of afiliction. All this
passes away as morning dew when the heat cometh. Our lighter
thoughts fritter away our humiliation. Liofty and self-trusting impulses
belie our acts of lowliness. We become restless, self-guiding, and wilfgl
again, How evil thoughis, indulged without let or hindrance in the
years past, return! How unholy desires, the imagination and pictures
of & polluted mind, come, are borne in upon us as it were invisibly, on
the wind! How a passion or temper that seemed dormant is excited and
aroused, and we feel as if all the strife had to be fought overagain!{ Are
there not also the refinements of sin? Weariness in well-doing ; so much
of self mingled with what seems to be all for God ; secondary aims lying
just below the horizon of visible acts; a seeking after applause of prom-
inence, or & reputation for piety under the thin guise of seeking our
Master’s glory 2 'What shall we say of envyings, heart-burnings, petty-
jealousies, and a spirit of detraction ? 'What shall we say of uncharit-
ableness? Are notso called religious people and religious papers often
the least charitable and the most censorious? What shall we say of
hankerings after the past, and that looking back which speaks of a peril-
ous clinging to it? What shall we gay of those dark seasons of spiritual
doubt, misgivings, fears, and faithlessness, on their part, who, often hav-
ing had experience of the Liord’s loving kindness and having never found
Him fail, when faith is tried and clouds obscure the brightness say, ¢ Hath
God forgotten to be gracious, and will He shut up His loving kindr ess in
displeasure 2° Aze not these of the sins of infirmity ? Will not the
experience of each one, according to his or her individual disposition and
character, add to this list."—2Mr. Pigow’s * Mission * dddresses.
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SINGING IN THE FAMILY.

Cultivate singing in the family. Begin when the child is not thres
years old. The songs and hymns your mother sang, bring them all
back to your memory, and teach them to your little ones ; mix them all
together, to meet the similar moods, as in after life they come over us so
mysteriously sometimes, Many a time and oft, in the very whirl of
business ; in the sunshine and gayety of the streets, and amid the splendor
of the drives in the park, some little thing wakes up the memories of
early youth—the old mill ; the cool spring ; the shady tree by the school-
house—and the next instant we almost see the ruddy cheeks, the smiling
faces, and the merry eyes of schoolmates, soms gray-headed now, most
slie mouldering in the grave.” And ‘the song your mother sang”
springs unbidden to the ILips, and soothes and sweetens all these
memories.

“WHAT ALTHOUGH?”

¢“'What a strange title!” I fancy I hear some of you say, as you
read the words ¢ What slthough?” Yes, it is a strange title. But I
think you will be interested in it when I tell you that these two simple
words were lately spoken by s little boy, and that they did real good.

One evening in this little boy's home there was as usual, just before
bedtime, a considerable time spent in singing hymns. An aunt was call-
ing, who did not fail to join in the praise, so they had an mncommonly
heerty service of cong. 'When it was over the little folks were sent off
for the night, and by-and-by the visitor left. Now, it had been the
wmother’s habit, after singing with her children, to pray with them, but
this night she had not even proposed that they should kneel together,
and our little friend was puzzled to know why. So when his aunt had
gone, and he had an opportunity of speaking to his mother, he said to her
very gently, ““Mother, why didn’t you pray fo-night 2 ¢ Oh,"” she said,
¢ you know your aunt was in.”” ¢ Well, mother,” said he with great sim-
plicity and evident surprise, ¢ What although 2

He did not mean to hurt her feelings, but I can tell you these two
words almost made her weep. She could not help thinking, ¢ I have been
of little. faith : I have been ashamed of Jesus.” Even when she was
telling me what her boy said, I saw she could scarcely keep back her
tears, and I was not in the least astonished that she felt the words so
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much. They came home to me too. Ilmew I needed them, for I was
disposed, while owning that I ought to serve Jesus openly and fearlessly,
to say to myself, ¢ Oh, I am very unfit, and there arg many obstacles in
the way, and people may laugh at me.” And the little voice seemed to
whisper, ¢ What although ? what although ? what although?” and I
could not answer the little voice, save with tears for my past faithlessness.

Maybe, boys and girls, some of you need to hearken to this little
brother’s voice, ¢ What although ?”

Here is a girl who says, “I would like to sexve Jesus, but I am just
& girl, and I am not clever, and I might make mistakes.” . . . * What
although ?

And here is a boy. God has spoken to him as He did to Samuel of
old, but he is afraid to do God's bidding. He says to himself, * Others
don’t always do it. I shall be singular., They will make & fool of me.”

.. “ What althcugh ?

MATERIALS FOR THOUGHT.

Freepon of religion is not freedom from religion, as many seem to
suppose.

‘Waar is merely matter of prayer on earth will be entirely matter of
praise in heaven.

PrescE the best to small assemblies. Jesus preached to one worman
at the well, and got all Samaria out to hear him the next time.

Tre true Christian is ever ready to receive on him the blow aimed
at the cause of Christ.

Ir is a higher exhibition of Christian manliness to be able fo Dhear
trouble than to get rid of it.

ConsmoeEr what heavy responsibility lies upon you in your youth, to
determine, among realities, by what you will be delighted, and among
imaginations, by whose you will be led.

Mex want more than a bare knowledge of the facts of religion. A
man may utter the whole truth, and be as cold as an icicle. It is the
teaching out of the heart’s anxiety for them that moves men.

Love is the regnant attribute of the divine nature; I do not find
any other so expressed in Scripture. We do not find it said, God is
merey, God is justice, God is wisdom. No; the expression of this abri-
bute has something peculiar in it—¢ God is love’—Ebenezer Evrskine.

T=ere is nothing so effectusl to obtain grace, to retain grace, and to
regain grace, a8 always to be found before God, not overwise, but to fear ;
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and happy art thou if the heart be replenished with three fears—a fear
for grace received, a greater fear for grace lost, and greatest fear to re-
cover grace.

«Ir apilot undertake to carry thee to the Indies, thou canst trust
hig conduet without knowing either the ship or how to govern it, or the
way or the place to which thou art conveyed. And must not thy CGod
and Saviour be trusted to bring thee safe to heaven unless He will satisfy
all thy inquiries ? How clearly does reason command me to trust Him,
absolutely to trust Him, and to distrust myself! He is essential, infinite
perfection, wisdom, power, and love. There is nothing to be trusted in
any creature, but God working in if, or by it. I am altogether His
own, by light, by devotion, by consent. He is the giver of all good to
every creature as freely as the sun gives its light, and shall we not trust
the sun to shine ? He is my father, and has taken me into His family,
and shall I not trust my heavenly father ¢ He has given me His Son as
the greatest pledge of His love, and shall He not with Him also freely give
me all things? His Son purposely came to reveal His Father’s un-
speakable love, and shall I not trust Him who has proclaimed His love
by such 2 messenger from heaven ?

hildven’s Trewsan,

———

HOW TO PRAY

To say my prayer, is not to pray
Unless I mean the words I say:
Unless I think to whom I spesak,
And with my heaxt His favor seek.

In prayer we speak to God above,
‘We seek the blessed Saviour’s love;
‘We ask for pardon for our sin,

And grace to keep us pure within.

But oh! if I am found to smile,

Or pray or look about & while,

Or think vain thoughts, the Lord will ses,
And how can he be pleased with me ?

Then let me, when I coms to pray,
Not only mind the words I say,
But also strive with earnest core,
To lot my hearb go with my prayer.
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THE DIFFERENCE,

+ 'Willie, why were you gone so long for water ? "’ agked the teacher
of a little boy. '

¢« We spilled it, and had to go back and fill the bucket again,” was
the prompt reply ; but the bright, noble face was a shade less bright, less
noble than usual, and the eyes dropped beneath the teacher’s gaze, as if
there was something that he wished to conceal.

The teacher crossed the room and stood by another, who had been
‘Willie’s companion.

¢ Freddy, were you not gone for the water longer than was necessary?”

For an instant Freddie’s eyes were fixed on the floor, and his face
wore a troubled look. Bui it was only for an instant—he looked frankly
up to his teacher’s face.

“Yes, ma'am,” he bravely answered ; ¢ we met little Harry Braden
and stopped to play with him, and then we spilled the water and had to
go back.”

Little friends, what was the difference between these two boys ?
Neither of them told anything that was not strictly true. Which one of
them do you think the teacher trusted more fully after that? And which
was the happier of the two 2—The Little Christian.

MELT THEM.

A boy was trying to make a plummet out of some shot. He ham-
mered them flat, laid them one upon another, and then hammered them
with all his might, to make them adhere andunite in s solid mass, Tt
was all in vain; they grew thinner, and smoother, and more polished,
but would not unite, notwithstanding all his hammering.

¢ My son said his father, ‘“you had better melt them.”

No sooner said than done. In they went into the melting ladle, and
the fire soon took off the sharp edges, burned out the dross, and turned
the whole into one refined and united mass.

Is not this the surest way to Christian union? Have we not had
about enough of beating and banging, hammering and striking?® Have
not men been frying long enough to weld cold iron, consolidate cold lead,
and unite cold Christians? “Melt them,” and keep them melted, and
then, instead of your toiling to bring Christians together you will find the
devil will begin to take active measures to keep them apart. He will stir
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them up on differences of faith—for you know he is very orthodox in faith,
he ¢ beliaves and trembles’’—he will sgitate them on forms, for he is
familiar with that subject; he will excite them to contend about hope,
and quarrel over things which they do not understand ; but he will try to
keep them free from love, which is greater than either faith or hope can be

Do not be ensnared by his devices.

Do not be content to be a religious gong, a sounding brass or a tink-
ling cymbal, but seek the mighty melting power of grace divine, which
comes from Jesus Christ, joins men's hearts and hands in loving labor,
and which unites Christians to each other, because they are made one in
Him, their Lord and king and head.

ook Beview.

Pasrorar, Taeorogy—THE Pastor v THE VArious DuTies oF His OFFicE;
By Thos. Murphy, D.D., Pastor of the Frankford Presbyterian
Church, Philadelphia. Andvew Kennedy, London; James Bain &
Son, Toronto, 1877.

‘We have here s new book on a very old subject. The oldest Christian
treatise on pastoral theology in the world, and no doubt the best, is
Paul’s pastoral epistles to Timothy and Titus. The essence of the subject
is handled by Paul in his usual exhaustive style, but as the ages move on,
new applications of Paul's first principles are required, and hence such
books as the present are needed, and should be welcomed by ministers of
the gospel.

A treatise on pastoral theology is, in its sphere, not unlike a freatise
on the practice of medicine, in the sphere of the healing art. One of
the first qualifications required in treatises of that kind is, that the writer
should have long and large experience in the praclice of the art on which
he writes. This condition is amply fulfilled in the case of Dr. Murphy,
&8 he tells us in his preface :—

““ My own experience as pastor for more than a quarter of a century
of a large and growing church, has brought me into personal and fre-
quently repeated and anxious contact with nearly every practical question
that can ordinarily arise in the ministerial work.”

Turning to the statistical tables of the Frankland Presbyterian
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Church, as given in the minutes of the General Assembly, U. 8. A,, for
1877, we find it is the largest congregation but one in its Presbytery,
having on its roll 516 communicants. We find also that thirteen new
communicants were added during the year, and fifteen infants baptized,
while the congregation contributes to every Church scheme save one, and
has moreover a Sabbath School of 498 scholars. On the principle of the
proverb, * Physician heal thyself,” we are warranted to receive with
respectful attention what an able and experienced pastor with such &
record has to say to us on the practical work of the ministry.

But Dr. Murphy is fornished for his work with more than his own
experience. He tells that when preparing for the ministry, he enjoyed
the very great privilege of listening to lectures and familiar conversations
on the character, duties, and responsibilities of the pastoral office, by the
Rev. Dr. Archibald Alexander. When listening to these lectures he took
copious notes, with which he now enriches the pages of his treatise.

Having devoted a chapter to ** The Nature and Importance of Pas-
toral Theology,” Dr. Murphy discusses with clearness, copiousness, and
evangelical ardour, truly refreshing, the following subjects, each under &
chapter :—+*Tre Pastor—in His CLosET—IN THE Srepy—in tEE PoLerT
— 1 His Prrsonas ParocuaL Worg—IN THE Activities oF TEE CHURCH,
(such as elder’s work, woman’s work, prayer-meetings)—iN THE PROGRESS
or tHE CHURGH, (this treats of revivals, meetings with inquirers, care for
converts)—IN THE SABBATHE SCHOOL—IN THE BanevoLEnT WoRK OF THE
Croroa—ixn THE SessioN—IN THE Hrerer Covrrs oF 1HE CHURCH—IN His
RELATION TO OTHER DENOMINATIONS.”

We could wish space were at our disposal this month to give some
extracts which we are sure would delight our readers, not only for their
matter, but for the fact that such a book is likely to pass into the hands
of the young ministers of the American chuxches of a2l denominations.
On the assumption made by the sainted McCheyne, that “ one word to a
minister is worth sometimes a word to two or three thousand souls,” one
cannot caleulate the good this book may effect. R:ader, do you feel
special interest in any young man who is about o enter the work of the
ministry, or who is already in that work groping out solutions for himself
in pastoral theology, then we know of no greater boon (2 boon that might
color & life-long ministry,) you could confer on that young pastor than
with o kind note and mavy prayers, tomake him & present of this timeous
volnme by Dr. Murphy, uct less beautifal in its typographieal finish, than
weighty and impressive in its message to pastors.



