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DANGERS OF NON-ENDOWED CHURCIES. ¢).radt?

We have no intention of discussing the general question of religious cndow-
ments.  Ours is a m~ec humble design—to express certain observations we have
made on the tendencies of those Churches to which endowments are entirely
wanting.

The dangers of endowed Churches are obvious cnough. They are to be
found in the neglect of discipline—the claim to Church privileges as a civil
right—the appointment of Ministers without any call from the Christian people—
the habit of regarding the cure of souls as a “ benefice,” and the Erastian control
of the Church by the State, a control in some European countries so rigorous,
that the Church is converted into a mere department of the Government.
Against these evils, there is no need here to raise any lengthened testimony.

1t is more necessary to remark, that non-endowed Churches have their perils
too. Though it be granted, that the system of voluntary support is on the
whole more healthy than any other, it must not be concealed, that it is attended
by certain very serious disadvantages or dangers.

1. The danger of a restless anarchical spirit.—Changes, contentious, divisions,
often for very slight cause, have been the bane and disgrace of the voluntary
Churches of Europe and America, We are quite ready to admit, that an
Endowment or Establishment is far from the best and noblest gnarantee of
Church stability ; but we must also say, that it carrics a powerful conservative
influence which it is very difficult to maintain in its absence,’and the alternative
towhi. h too oftenisa “ Radicalism,” that knows no dignity, and enjoys no peace.
If we are asked to point out a remedy or corrective for this unstable tendeney of the
non-endowed communities of Christians, we hesitate not to mention, as one of the”
foremost, an intelligent appreciation of the constitution and principles of the
Church, with a firm adherence thereto. The Presbyterian Church, if her chil-
dren are faithful, ought to be especially safe from the disorder to which we refer,
for she has not merely a “ Constitution,” but also a  government,”—and govern-
ment is always escentially conservative. Securities for liberty the Presbyterian
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Jonstitution has provided in the most ample and thorough manner. Lot not
this liberty be perverted into license.  Let not any favor be shown to that out
ery against government which is so common among the thoughtless and unedu-
cated in both Church and State.  We are convinced that there is searcely a
more sure way to injure & non-cndowed Treshyterian Chureh, than to deery
Church government, and to fostor a jeulous mistrust of the Judicatories or Con
ditutional Courts.

2. The danger of cxpending too much AMinistrrial thoupht and time on the
mere colliction and management of money.—This is a very obvious and serious
ovil. The struggle to obtain, by incessant appeals and with endless anxietics,
the means absolutely necessary for the support and progress of the Church, is

F',

£

exceedingly irksome to those Ministers who love their own appropriate work, and

have no wish to leave it or neglect it, in order to raise funds or *serve tables.”
A form of this evil which has grown to a most formidable height is the employ-
ployment of Pastors in collecting money from city to city, and even continent
to continent, for the ercetion of the places of worship in which they hope to
officiate. 'We long to sce an effectual remedy applied to this most unseemly
system. It must tend to dissipate the seriousness of those Ministers who engage
in it, and lower their spiritua) tone. It injures their status, and derogates from
their influence. They are spoken of as great beggars—mendicant Friars of a
Protestant order—are compelled to dance attendance on rich men, and receive
the rebuffs of the rude, with as much grace as possible. All the while, the
Laity are led {o think that they oblige and patronise the Clergy by giving them
money—whereas the favor is really conferred by the Clergy, who sacrifice their

own feelings to become collectors for the benefit of the Christian people. Of

course, these remarks are not pointed against the employment of Ministers by
the Church at large to present in any quarter the claims of a great cause, or of
an institution in which large interests are involved. We allude to the multipli
cation of local ‘ cases’ pleaded by the local Pastors who are asked by their
congregations to make a “ collecting tour,” whenever a pecuniary difficulty
arises, and who, yielding to the pressure, proceed, book-in-hand, to solicit, with
an humble mien, the charity of the public.

This wretched system, which peculiarly attaches to the non-endowed Church-
¢s, and the cntire tendency to burden the minds of the Ministers of Clirist with
questions of finance, loudly call for remedy. The only effectual remedy, we ar
persuaded, must be found in a more faithful education of the Christian Laity in
their duty to be voluntaries indeed,—to give without solicitation and entreaty, of
a willing mind. It is the duty of the Laity, and not of the Clergy, to build
Churches and pay for them. If unable to pay, they, and not the Clergy, ought
to “zollect ” what is lacking. The same may be said of all that concerns the
Treasury of Christ’s House, It is incumbent on the Laity, not merely to give
mcuy when asked to do so for a worthy object, but to give thought to the
conditions and wants of the Church, to devise liberal things, and, relieving the
Ministry of pecuniary care, to feel the responsibility o. providing means for the
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order, cfficiency, and increase of the Church. It is a fact worthy of note, that
even in the non-endowed Churches most highly favoured with the energy of
intelligent, liberal, and pious laymen, great financial efforts are almost invariably
planned or wrought out by some of the Clergy.  Take the instance of tho Free
Church of Scotland.  Iu her General Assemblics, and on her Standing Commit-
tees, while there are to bie found Christian lavmen eminent for wisdom, public spi-
rit and benevolence, yet almost all the great financial and practical efforts of that
Churel. have been originated or guided or accomplished by the Clergy.
Witness the Sustentation Fuud, under Dr. Chalmers and Dr. Robert Buchanan;
the Sehool Fund, under Mr. McDonald, of Leith (formerly of Blairgowric) 5 the
Schoolmasters’ Sustentation FFund, under Dr. Candlish 5 the Manse Fund, under
Dr. Guthrie; the thorough examination of the deeds of Church property, by
Dr. Begg.  The recent noble cffort for the eatinction of all Church debts has
indeed had a * Jay ™ origin—Dbut it is carried on greatly through the lnbours of
the Ministers,

Some may attribute all this to a love of moneyed power on the part of the
Clergy. There are persons who labor under an idea that Protestant Ministers
are a caste of Pricsts, with sympathics and interets entirely different from other
men, and to be watched, suspected, and checked in all matters of finance and
property.  Our view is very different.  Granted that the love of power is found
in Christian Ministers—granted cven, that some have developed an nndue pro-

_ pensity to control financial matters; yet are we very sure, that the most common

reason of the occupation of the Ministers of non-endowed Churches with ques-
tions of moncy, is that they are compelled to think of these things by the
Jethargy or the ecclesiastical inaptitude of the laity, In wishing that they were
relieved from so unnecessary a burden of care, we must not be supposed to
counterance the entire severance of the spiritual and financial departments of a
Church’s work. 'We regard this as a practical heresy, fraught with disaster to
any body of Christians which it invad:s and infects. To exclude a Pastor, and
his co-adjutors the Elders, who have rule over the flock, from all inspection and
control of the Treasury—under a plea of dividing ternporalities from spirituali-

ties—is unseriptural and eminently unwise ; but on the other hand, there is not

a godly Minister in Christendom who will not heartily rejoice whenever the
zeal and devotedness of the deacons and members of the Church shall rise to
such a point as to set him free from pecuniary thoaghts and calculations, that
ke may give himself to the Word of God and to prayer.

3. The danger of introducing caprice and instability into the pastoral relation.
This has not appeared to any serious extent in the non-endowed Churches of
Scotland ; but it is notorious in the United States, and, in a less degree, in Eng-
land nlso. Let Canadian Churches be on their guard.

Where an endowment, or a Central Fund for the maintenance of the ministry
exists, the individual clergyman is protected against injustice or caprice on the
part of his people. And experience shows that without some protection, great
and cruel injury may be done. 'We are aware that the direct dependence of a
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Pastor on tho flock unto whom he ministers is most happy, where there is ay
intelligent gonerous people, and where a truly religious apirit predominates,
But under this unregulated system, what a power of persecuting and even un.
seating a DPastor is put into the hands of a few members, whose itching ears he
no longer happened to please ! Ifow many aservantof Gad is driven from hiapost
by a more wind of popuiar eaprice, or the tyranny of a few purse proud niganrde,
who refuse their subseriptions for his solemnly promised atipend, and so *starve
him out ! We do aot ignore dangers on the other side. A clergy, too inde-
pendent of the people, may disregard popular sympathies and wants.  But our
present olject is to point out the dangers to which the non-endowed Churches
aro linble—dangers which should be gnarded against—evils which must be re-
medied quickly. ’

Wo would suggmest, that in all competent ways, the nature and solemnity of
the pastoral tio shonld be inculeated on the peoplo :—that Presbyteries should
not be in haste to settle Pastors till the congregations are fully ripened for a
settlement, and able to discharge their consequont responsibilities; and that any
congregation found base enough to ‘starve out’ their minister should be
dealt with most strictly, and no new scttlement granted till justice is done in
fuil.  We should hold it ultimately better for the Church to lose ten congre.
gations than to relax the principle last mentioned. Unquestionably it is also
jncumbent on the non-endowed Churches, to consider (as the English Congre-
gationalists are now considering,) how they may, by a central Sustentation or
supplementary fund, increase the stability of their system, and give to their
ministry that measure of local independance which guarantees Pastors against
servile treatment, and conduces to that most desirable end, (to speak generally)
the continuance of the pastoral tie. y

DEACONS. 54 ' “7 /3”/"

It is a curious fact in Ecclesiastical History that the Deaconate should, ata .
very early age, have been perverted from its original institution, and have fallen
into all but entire neglect, even in the Churches of the Reformation. Like the -
lost arts of the ancients, by which they built and adorned magnificent structures °
which are the wonder of our day, so in the lapse of ages, the art of making
Deacons, and the knowledge of their functions seem to have dropped from the

ractice and the tradition ot the Church, and only now are we groping our way
“darkling " into a knowledge of this Apostolical order of ministers. We re
member that some two or three years before the Disruption of the Church of -
Scotland, there was a general feeling of the necessity of reviving this ancient
order in the Church. It was felt by many to be both necessary and expedient
that some persons should be specially and officially entrusted with the manage-
ment of missionary and other benevolent funds in each congregation, in order
to the efficient working of the Assembly’s schemes, This led to some investi
gation as to the special functions with which the Deacon should be charged,
and the relation which this office should hold to that of the Church Session.
But nothing effectual was done in this direction until the year of the Disrup
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tion, when, for the maintenance of her ministera and other pnrposes, the Freo
Church appointed Dencons to be clected in every «ongregation, to whom, alon
with the other office-bearers, the ingather g and administration of the Churth’a
alms should be entrusted.  From that time to the present, Deacons havoe been
appointed in every congregation of the Free Church in Scotland; and their
functions have been defined and prescribed by an Act, passed by the General
Assemlly of 1846, Tt is felt in Scotlaml that the Freo Church could not main-
tain hersell in her preseunt cfficiency without the Deaconate, and that ne sub-
stitute can be devised {0 ke its place or to do its sacred work in the Church,
It has been found true ya this matter, as in all others, that the wisdom of the
Bible is the best rule for the Church.

With but few exceptions, the Presbyterian Churches in England have followed
the cxample of the Iree Chureh in this matter, and in most of the new
Churches, the Deacon's Courts there not only administer the contributions of
the faithful, but also are “ex officio ™ trustees-of the property; and in this way,
the society and commuuion of the Saints is restored to its primitive and apos-
tolieal model.

We are aware that all the churches which belong to the Free Church famil
have not followed the same wise and sciiptural course, but from causes wh.cg
might be named, have been led to some extent to lovk with disfavour wpon the
revival of the Deaconship.  In this country, a prejudice is entertained by many
against the constitution of the Deacon’s Courts, and the entrusting of eacors
with the administration of Church property and funds.  Such feelings and
views are, however, for the most part, we believe, entertained by a class of men
whase ideas are of an ancient date, and who, conservative of the past in all that
pertains to religious forms, wish to get on just as their fathers did without
the Deacon or the Deacon’s Court. We may try to enlighten such men,
but we rather fear that the faithful will have to contend against them, to
build up the walls of Zion, and to guard its defences, notwithstanding hostility
on the part of these. their professed friends, There are others, 1t is true,
who, while they acknowledge, with the Westminster standards, that the Deacon
is both a scriptural and & permanent ofticer in the church, cannot as yet
make up their minds as to the nature and extent of his functions, and as to
the constitution of what, perhaps unfortunately, has been called by the Free
Church the “Deacon’s Court.” With such persons, we apprehend no difliculty
in adjusting the details of the Deacon’s office, aud feel certain that their further
consideration of the question in the light of scripture and experience will lead
them to sce its importance to the Church.

In our present article, we shall consider the scriptural character and work of
the Deaconate, and in a s@bsequent number, we shall discuss the question of
the relation of the Deacon’s oftice to the Church Session and the constitution of
Deacous” Courts.  As these questions are of vital interest to the Church in this
land, we ask for a patient and unprejudiced consideration on the part of our
readers of the arguments and views which in the course of.these papers we
shall he permitted to set before them.

Rearding the primitive origin of this office it is not necgssary that we should
say much. In the sixth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles it is recorded, that
“there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their
widows were neglected in the daily administrations.” Upon this, the twelve
Apodtles called the multitude of the disciples and suid ¢ “ It is not reason that
we should leave the Word of God and serve tables.”  They counselled that
men “full of the Ioly Ghost” should be sclected and “set over this business.”
Finally, seven men were chosen, whom the Apostles, by prayer and the laying
on of hands, set apart to “ this business,” and to “serve tables,”
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According to the directions contained in 1 Tim iii, the Deacon was required
to be a man of singular piety, prudence, sobriety, wisdom, and experience, who
in ministering the office well, would * purchase to himself a good degree and
great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.” There are other
places in scripture in which allusion is made to the Deacons, but these which
we have mentioned, are the most explicit of any, and are authoritative as they
are ciear as to their qualifications and functions,

It will not be denied that, according to these texts, the Deacons were not,
as a part of their office, to concern themselves with the ministration of the
“ Word of God.” For this another and different ministry was provided. While
of the elder it was required that ke should be “ apt to teach,” such a gift was
not prescribed as necessary for the work of the Deacon.

Again, it will be acknowledged by all Presbyterians, that the Deacons were
appointed to administer the alms of the faithful to “1widows,” whether to any
other persons, it will be observed that the text does not in so many words say.
This only is directly evident, that those who are designated under the term
“widows,” had a special claim upon the ministrations of the Deacons. But it
may be asked, Was this all the work that the Deacons had to do? We say,
that the text speaks for itself, and from it we must find out what further they had
to do, the doing of which would have been a great burden to the *twelve,”
and a hinderance to their preaching the “ Word of God,” and which, as a mat-
ter of course, the Deacons ought to do in every well organised Church.

Some will say at once and without hesitation, that the Deacons had the gene-
ral Church poor to attend to. This we acknowledge; but it will be noted that
the text only speaks of “ widows,” and says nothing about any other poor or ncedy
persons. That they were appointed to attend to the wants of the general poor,
is, therefore, a matter of inference and history, and not of positive statement.
Let us then for a moment look at the grounds of this inference, and see if it
will not giv€’us a yet more comprehensive view of the Deacons work than that
of attending to the general poor.

It will be seen by turning to Acts vi,, 2, that the complaint of the Grecians’
was that their widows were nevlected “in the duily manistrations.” If then,
we can discover by any process of investigation what “the daily ministrations”
were, we shall come at the work which the Deacons had to do. For this purpose
we would refer the reader to Acts iv, 85, where it is said that the prices of the
things which were sold were brought, “and laid down at the Apostles’ feet, and
distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.”” This distribu-
tion is, doubtless, that which is spoken of as * the daily ministrations” which
the Apostles had probably given in charge to some of the Jerusalen converts,
and whose partiality as regards their widows was impugned by the Grecians.
These * daily ministrations” were, therefore, made fromthe treasury of theChurch,
—{rom the alms that were * laid at the Apostles’ feet.” as the representatives and
teachers of the Church, Thisfund, let itbe noted, was none otherthan the free-will’
offerings of the faithful to the Church, committed to the Apostles for distribu-
tion, “according as every man had nced.” Nor was this a mere temporary
souree of income. The amount poured into the treasury, it is true, was unusual,
but the free-will offerings, of which these are examples, continued in the Apos-
tolical age to be the source, and the only source, of the Church’s income. The
Churchof these dayshad, therctore, nothing but almsfor herrevenue ; and nowhere
in the New Testament is any other method of contribution inculcated than that
of free and cheerful gifts. “ Whileit remained was it not thine own,” is what the
Chureh, through the Apostles, says to every member regarding his property of
whatever kind. The New Testament Church asks no tithe; it accepts w'th
gladness the widows’ mite, and does not think the thousands of the wealthy to®
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Much to be devoted to God. Its whole revenue then, from whatever uarter it
May come, whether from the individual, the society, the municipality, the State,
and by whatever name it may be called, should only be free-will offerings or
fflmsy out of which as its almonry distribution, should be made to every man
according as he had need.” The Church is not justified in receiving anything
at is not alms, or offerings to God. Receipt of money for value received, after
& manner of the world, is abhiorrent to the genius of the Gospel. The Master’s
Mjunction to his servants is, “ freely ye have received, freely give” Alms, it
Will further be observed, were always given to the Church, in those days,
Tough its recognised representatives, who were the Apostlesin the case of
05¢ who sold their lands, and made offerings of the prices obtained ; and in
® case of the Churches in Asia, mentioned in Acts xii, were the Elders, to
%hom these were given ¢ by the. hands of Barnabas and Saul.” We do not
82y that the money was given either to the Apostles or Elders for their own
absolute disposal, such was not the nature of these gifts, but they were present-
® to them as the official organs of the Church for the use of the Church.
Ust as in these days when offerings of any kind are made to a Church,
they are sent either to the pastor or to the other office-bearers, as the official
Tepresentatives of the Church, so it was im the days of the Apostles, and it will
¢ difficult, nay, impossible, we believe, to show that it should be otherwise now.
. The Deacons then were charged by the Apostles with the “daily ministra-
tions” of the Churel’s alms, in other words they were “to serve tables,” even
€ money tables of the Church. The offerings put into the Apostles hands
Were, it would appear, entrusted to the Deacons to administer them not only
widows, on whose behalf the: complaint was made, but also to the general
Poor, and 1o every man “according as he had need.” The inference from the
Vords of the text leads us, therefore, to comprehend within the. scope of the
. facon’s work, the distribution of alms, not only to the general poor, but also to
. ¥ery man according as he had need.” Among those who had need we must
1nclude persons who “laboured in word and doctrine,” and gave themselves to the
O5pel ministry ; and as a matter of course, we must include Apostles, Teachers,
ud Eyagelists.  These were especially Christ’s “poor one’s,” having left all to
Ollow Him and to be His servants, they had a just claim on the almoury of
© Church, and to live by that Gospel which they devoted their lives to preach
4 to propagate. The ministry are, therefore, among the number of the poor
f the Church ; too often they are painfully so, but really, in regard to support,
o €Y occupy scripturally no other position. They have a claim, it is true, to a
ecent maintenance,” but have no authority to make compulsory assessment
lor thig purpose, nor is it right for them to countenance any such way of fill-
ng the treasury of the Church. Taking the Bible as our guide it would
3Ppear that, * according as every man has need” ministers are to receive support
Yom the aims of the faithful, ministered to them by the Deacons, who, after the
Postolical model, are appointed and ordained to serve the * tubles” of the Church.
28 Deacon’s work is, therefore, it would appear, to administer the property
&ven ¢ the Church, according to the appointment of the Church, and for the
Purposes for which such property bas been specially devoted. Can any other
onclusion than this be drawn from the Word of God ? Is any other view of the
Onstitution of the Presbyterian Church tenable than this 7 With just views of
e Church as the “Communion of the Saints,” and just conceptions of the
Work which the Church is appointed to do in the world for God, we caunot
Coneeive how any man can imagine that any other office or agency than that
of the Deaconship is in ordinary circumstances lawful in the Church for the
Ministration of its property, or necessary to complete its organization.
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Infinito harm has, wo believe, been done to the Church by not attending tq
Divinoe teaching on this, a matter which lics at the boupdary Enc between the
Church and tho World. In the early centurics the Bishops usurped the alins-
giving of the Church of which 8. Clhrysostome and St. Jerome complain, and
the Dencons instead of “serving tables” wero appointed as preachers and
ministers of tho Word, In this way the Church becamo grievously corrupted,
aud avarice and luxury becano the characteristics of the clergy.

In Iater times, as may bo noted in the Church of Scotland of twenty years
ago, the Stato made provision for the maintenance of tho ministry without the
interposition of the Deacons, the evils of which system ase well known and may
bo cbserved in the unseemly conflicts which from time to time bave arison re-
garding the Annuity Tax in Elinburgh and other places, and in regard to the
augmontation of livings in the Court of Tiends. The State besides made the
Church Session the legal guardians of the poor, and thus also led to the conver--
sion of the Eldership frum a spiritual oftice to that of ministering only or chicfly
at tho monoy-tables of the Church.

In still moro modern times an equally griovous corruption is, wo do
not hesitate lo say, crecping per fmuriam into the Church and threaten-
ing, oven in the professed Ifreo Church of Canada, to take the Erastinn attitude
of the European States towards the Church. Under the namo of Temporal
Committees, Committees of Management, and Trusteeship, the Gudless world is
goting into the very government of the Church, We know a caso in which a
man known to be an infidel held ahnost unlimited sway over the management
and the government of a Chlirch, much to the grief of its minister, and the
vexation of the better disposed people.  'Wo know of another instance in which
men, many of whom are not members, nor fit to be such, control the whole ad-
ministration of a Church under theo designation of a Committee, and, zlthough
wealthy, keep their minister in positive penury. We have seen too, Church
Deeds so thoroughly Erastian in their character, that woe are persuaded our
Dord would have said to their framers, as he once said to Peter, * thou savour-
est not tho things that be of God Lut those that be of men” Such instru-
meats, we were about to say of toréure, and perhaps we should bo right in say-
ing so, are, we have reason to believe, not uncommon in the Church of Canada,
and it is high timo our Christian people were warned against them, and that
our Church Conrts should see to it that no Church be admitted into our fellow-
ship whose trust Deed and constitution, so ealled, are not in perfect harmony
with the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church, and will net by any ot their
articles impede the exercise of her Scriptural discipline.

It will not do to tell us that Irusteeships somctimes work well, and
in many cases are no injury to the peace or piety of the Church. Wo
recoive such statements with much suspicion. It must be an injury
to the piety of the Church to find men holding office therein who are
not members of the Church of Christ at all, or who, if members, are
neither qualified by their piety, their prudence, or their christian temper,
to hold office in the Church. And even if forms of management un-
known to the constitution of the Christian Chureb, do sometimes work weli,
this surely is no reason why the wisdom of man should be substituted for the
wisdom of God. Many bad things work well,—despotism in Russia may work
well,—slavery even in America sometimes works well—Episcopacy and Congre-
gationalism and Methodism sometimes work well, but isthat any good reason why
wo should-adopt either the one or the other? God makes the wrath of men to
praise Him, but on this account should we indulge in impious wrath? So we
say that although the human expedients of Committees and Trusteeship for the
management of the Church’s alms may sometimes work well, yet sceing that
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they aro not God's ways of managing the affairs of His Kingdom, we are not
permitted to adopt them as a normal and permancnt state of things in our
Churches. As temporary oxpedients in nowly aorganised or weak Churches,
they may be found {;uth convenient and neccssary as a sort of scaffolding by
whicl to set up the perfect temple, It was in this way, wo believe, that the
ovil first crept unawates into tho Church ; but as no ono thinks of keeping up
scaflolding after lis hiouse is built and comploted, so wosco no reason why
temporary expedient should be porpetuated by the Church after its “Scriptural
forin has been, or may be, perfected. In regard to oxisting arrangoments, it
may not at all times bo possible to bring themn into accord with the principles
of the Church, and in such instances forbearnnce must be excrcised, but we
know one of the most stublorn of the old Erastinn managemenuts which by
mutual arrangement bas bLeen quite neutralised ; and we believe, that with men
of picty and wisdom to deal with, overy such unscriptural and unpresbvterian
grder of things might be Lrought into peaceful conformi., with the Word of
God, and the Constitution of our noble Church.

MAN'S RESPONSIDILITY FOR TS BELIEE. %, 7.

* More than a quarter of a century hias passed since, in his splendid Inaugural
Discourse as Lord Rector of Glasgow University, Lord Brougham gave utter-
ance to the sentiment : # ‘Lhat man shall no more render account to man for his
belicfy over which he lias himself no control.  Uenceforth, nothing shall prevail
upon us to praise or to' blame any one for that which he can no more change
than he can the hue of his skin, or the height of his stature,”  The infidel fra-
ternity culogise the sentiment.  Jn every variety of form they ccho it.

Strange, that his Lordship, with all his versatility of talent, fuiled to see that
the principle thus enunciated was entirely at variance with his practice—that if
carried out, it would have stultificd his whole course as a statesman and judge.
No one ever rated his political opponents more severely for the principles they
- held and the policy they pursued. The clegant Canning, and a host of other
antagonists, writhed beneath the lash he so unsparingly applied. But, apart
from the score of courtesy, how unjust and ungencrous such treatment on his
part, considering that the vietims of his fiery epithets were virtually irresponsible,
that they merited neither praise nor blame, since they could not change their
opinions any more than their * hue” or their “ height”” And when discharging
lis judicial function, how could he be so cruel as to pronounce sentence on
culprits who deserved to be pitied rather than punished ?

Thig, we are persuaded, is & picce of flimsy sophistry which no man durst
utter, and which would not be listened to for & moment in connection with any
other subject than that of religion. It would be condemned in the senate and at
the bar; it would be drowned in the tumult of the exchange and the market
place. Common sense and ‘a regard to worldly interests would rise to hoot
down the traitor. N othing more than this is requisite to .undermine the foun-
dation of all religions belief and morals, to let open the floodgates of immorality,
and to make the restraints of religion like the brittle flax or the yielding sand.
In oppesition to such latitudinarianism we maintain, that man js responsible for
the dispositions which he cherishes, for the opimons which he holds and avors,
and for his habitual conduct. This is going the whole length of Scripture, but
no further, which affirms that every one of us must give account of himself to
God. And this meets with a response from amid the elements of man’s moral
nature which sets to its seal that the theory is true!
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1, The responsibility of man for his beliof accords with the whole course of
nature and the laws by which the natural world is regulated. Let any of these
laws be transgressed, the mero sincerity of the transgressor will not give him
immunity from the consequences, o

A man may swallow rank poison, firmly believing it to be medicine or food,
but the deleterious qualities are not thereby extracted from it. A man may be
so foolish as to handle a viper or fondle a Iap-dog affected with hydrophobia,
believing them to be harmless, but this belief will not prevent the venom being
infused and working its fatal course. One may get upon brittle ice, believing it
to be strong, but this belief will not prevent its giving way. Another may
believe the carth to be stationary and the sun to be in motion, but this belief will
not arrest our planct in her course or set a-going the orb of day. A third may
discard the great law of gravitation, and leap from a lofty house, but the sin-
cerity and tenacity with which he clings to his favorite notion will not prevent
the sacrifice of life and limb. A fourth may so firmly believe in the weight of
water and the density of the air, as to be sure that he will be sustained should
he plunge into the one or tty to mount into the other, but this belief will not
keep him from sinking or falling. Thus it is plain, that even in regard to the
lite that now is, sincerity is'no safeguard. :

The temporal consequences that flow from our belief declare us to be account-
able for it.  Have we any right or reason to believe that a different cowrse is
pursued with respect to those things which are unseen and cternal? Is it likely
to be different with God’s moral government from what we thus find it to be
with his physical ? ! .

2. The responsibility of man for his belief accords with the course of justice.
Human justice would be a tyranny without it. Judicial Courts would be worse
than the Inquisition. The whole apparatus of law must needs be dispensed with.
It would be palpably cruel and unjust to try, sentence, and punish those who
were not responsible for what they did. What is an action, but the offspring
of thought, of fecling, of desire—the working out of what is within? Habits
flow from the heart. ~Principles tell on practice. DBelief affects the character,
“ As a man thinketh in his heart, so ¢s e In nothing is this connexion more
apparent than in regard to religion. The infidel and the indifferent may bravo
as they please with the hackneyed couplet :—

“#Tor modes of Faith, Jet graceless zealots fight,
His can't be wrong whose life is in the right”

Yet the behaviour is invariably influenced by the belief. 'Why does the Pagan
differ from the Mahometan «nd the genuine Christian from both? Why do
customs prevail in the lands of the Crescent, and of Idols, that would be at-once
frowned down in the lands of the Bible? To the religious systems existing in
each we must trace the difference. It is all the difference that exists between
the Shasters and the Koran, and the Book of God. 'We know how the principles
of infidelity have told on its votaries. The lives of prominent infidels that have
been given to the world shew this. Is the mental and moral development of
Romanists not affected by the dogmas they hold? Compare Belgium with
Holland, Italy with Scotland, Spain with Prussia, Connaught with Ulster,
Massachusctts with Mexico, the two sections of our own Province with cach
other: Sowith Unitarianism, Universalism, and other false systems. How can
a man, for example, hold that there is no Hell, without its influencing his habits?

The connexion between faith and practice, between the creed and the conduct,
is abundantly manifest. If, then, a man is no more responsible for his belief
than for “the hue of his skin or the height of his stature,” how can blamewor-
thiness belong to his acts? how can he be held guilty at the bar of any carthly
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tribunal, when he could not possibly help it? There is no enormity which the
admission of this principle would not paliiate and defend, The butchery of the
Thugs, the cannibalism of the Feejecs, the outrageous excesses of the great Salb
Lake, the gigautic swindling of Robson, Redpath and Huntingdon, become not
merely venial but innocent. Many holding this principle expect, by the circu-
lation of their peculiar nostrums, to eonvert our stray Planet into a Paradise.
Let this principle obtain universal currency, and it would soon be a Pandemo-
nium.  The frame-work of socicty would be disvolved and men become a mass
of Cains and Ishmaels. In the administration of law, the dispensing of justice,
and the maintenance of all our civil and social relations, the principle is acted
on, that men arc accountable beings, and not mere automata.

In a Court of Justice the jury are sworn in, witnesses give evidence, members
of the Bar employ arguments and appeals, the presiding judge delivers his
charge.  If these twelve men be not responsible for their belief and the verdict
which embodies it, the-oath they take is a solemn mockery, and the subsequent
procedure of witnesses, counsel, and judge, a dumb show. But they feel they
are responsible, and the public feel so too, and hence they are commended or
condemned according to the verdiet they bring in. And are we capable of
weighing evidence presented to us by fallible mortals, and ineapable of weigh-
ing evidence presented to us by the infallible God 2 If we receive the witness of
men, the witness of God is greater.

* 3. The principle that mar is responsible for his belief accords with the dictates
of Reasor. and Conscience,

Reason suggests the absurdity of all religions being alike, and of those who
have turncd every one to his own. way, being all equally sure of reaching the
City of the living God, the Heavenly Jerusalem.

Men will contend for speeific principles—ereeds—systems—in Science, Phi-
losophy, Politics—in short, in every department of human cffort and interest.
Why should a similar definiteness be discarded in the most important of all
departments—that of religion? This levelling indifferentism would not be
tolerated in those, and why in this? No one dreams of broaching the impossi-
bility of arriving at the truth in fields over which is shed nothing approaching
in clearness and fulness to the flood of light that encompasses the field of the
word, And yet, as if left to grope in gloom, men will ery “ What is Truth #”

After al', the deficieriey is not in the light, or the ability to discern it, but
in the W3ir, This formed the burden of the complaint brought by Christ
against the bigoted Jews. “Why do ye not understand my speech ¢ because
ye will not hear (or bear) my words” “A perverted will puts scales on the
eyes of the understanding and. spreads a veil over the heart in the reading of
the Scriptures. The light is there, shining with unclouded lustre, but the light
shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not.” “Yewould not.”
“Ye will not come to me that ye might have life.” “This is the condemnation
that light hath comé into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds.were evil.”

_ Evidence the most ample and adequate is provided—evidence, a small frac-
tion of which would be enough to produce convictionon any other matter.
The capacity of examining that evidence is possessed. Surely, then, it is -per-
- feetly reasonable that we should be- held accountable for the exercise of our
powers in the examination of that evidence. Let the light fall on bandaged
- eyes, or be looked at through jaundiced eyes, the fault is ours. And hence,
when that light shines into the heart, no-guilt is felt to be more heinous, or
is more fully confessed and deeply lamented, than that of having kept it out so
!ong, or of having regarded it through such 2 distorted medium. The remain-
* ing so long in unbelicf, so far from being excused, is sincerely deplored, and the
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wrath which it merited is carnestly deprecated. To this the awakened con-
science of every true convert bears witness. And what are the lashings of that
sceret tormenter in the breast of the sinmer—what are the pangs of remorse—
but corroborative proofs# Men~would not be so bent on getting rid of them-
selves, and rushing to scenes of false delight, did they not fecl themselves verily
guilty and fear the wrath to come. '

4. The passages we have already quoted clearly shew that man’s responsi-
bility for his belief is a Bible truth. ~The Bible is full of it. Its peremptory
precepts—its earnest remonstrances—its melting appeals—its powerfully per-
suasive arguments—all procced.on this. God acts upon it in all his dealings
with men, ~ Jesus took it for granted during all his public ministry.

Taith is spoken of as a duty, without the performance of which it is impossible to
please God : Unbelief as a sin peculiarly aggravated. Faith indeed is-presented
as the one great duty, the one thing needful; “ Believein the Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shalt be saved,” and Unbelicf as the one great sin—yea, as containing
in itself the very cssence of all sin, Thus Jesus, in deseribing the work of the
promised Spirit, tells us in general terms that e would convinee the world of
sin, and then fastens on this as being the most striking cxample of sin, and its
very epitome—*“of sin, because (or, in that) ye belicve not in me.” TUnbelief
would not thrs be singled out and branded with the stigma of Christ, were
it not in the highest degree culpable. Were it our misfortune merely, and not
also our crime, it wonld not be made the subject of His withering denunciations.
Nor would Faith be made as i is, the hinge on which our salvation or perdition
turns, “Ie that believeth in the Son hath everlasting life, but he that believeth
not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. IIe that
believeth shall be saved: he that believeth not shall be damned.” In what
stronger light could man’s responsibility for his belief be put?

Let this responsibility be practically recognized by us. Let us do nothing by
which a sense of it may be weakened. Our responsibility will be exactly pro-
portioned to our light, and our light will be proportioned to our obedience.
That light will shine more and moré, even unto the perfect day, if we

“With growing ardour onward move,”
¢ With growing brightness shine.”

But if we allow ourselves after running well, to be hindered that we should
not obey the truth, then the very light that is in us will prove darkness, and how
great will be that darkness! “If any man will do His will, he shall L.iow- of the
doctrine.” But let this be remembered,  every evil affection pours its bedimming
vapours around your understanding ; every sin you commit blunts your power
of mora; perception and involves you in danger of error. And if you continue
wilfully 0 sin after having reccived the knowledge of the truth, the light that
God has given you will go out in darkness, and sparks of your own %{indling
will encompass you and light you on your path to destruction. You shall lose
your way, but you will think yourself right; your feet will stumble on the dark
mountains, but you will fancy yourself walking in a smooth and level path;
thick clouds shall gather over you, but to your eye they will take the form of
the Castle and the battlements of Heaven; until at length your wanderings
shall bring you to the verge of this world, and the awful plunge awake you to
truth and to misery.” “ Because they received not the love of the truth that they
might be saved, for this cause God shall sent them strong delusion, that they
should believe a lie: that they all might be damned Who believe not the truth,
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”

' R. F. B.
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INFANT BAPTISM. . ‘,/é. G s

No. 1.
ARGUMENT FROM THE ABRAIIAMIC COVESANT AND ITS APPOINTED SEAL.

Much of the discussion and many of the errors which have distracted the
peace of the Church in the present day have resulted from the practical jover-
sight of a truth of vast importance, and the foundation of right conceptions in
many departments of theology,—we mean the identity of the Church under
various dispensations. If we carefully consider the elements of the divine deal-
ings with the Church, whether under the Patviarchal, the Mosaic, or the
Christian dispensation, we shall discover certain fundamental principles, which
constitute the basis of all these dealings. Upon these our Law-giver, King and
Judge, has ever acted, and they are as unchangeable as Ilis own divine nature,
and ever adapted to the necessities of man, which in all ages are the same, in
his relation to God. If this be admitted, it must be allowed that religion,
whether objectively considered, as a system of revealed truths, or subjectively,
as the truth experienced in the heart, was essentially the same under the Abra-
hamie as it is under the Christian dispensation. But while-religion, taking that
word in its restridted sense, is the same in every age of the Church, there are
.many circumstantials connected with it, which may vary, according to the
peculiarities of each dispensation. As the creatures of sense, we receive our
knowledge through the medium of sensible objects or signs. Ience the Divine
Author of our holy religion has provided ordinances, varying according to the
specialities of each mode of administering the covenant, by which truths in
which we are deeply interested are set before us in a clear and impressive
manner. Bearing these facts in mind, we may learn to distinguish between
what is essential and what circumstantial in each dispensation. Asto what s es-
sential, we observe, that that which forms the only basis of God’s dealings with the
sinful sons of men—that to which the very existence of a Church upon earth is
- to be traced—that through which exclusively pardon and acceptance are dis-
peused to men, is the covenant—the covenint of redemption viewed as an
eternal compact between the Father and the Son for effecting the salvation of
an innumerable company of our ruined race—the covenant of grace as to the
effectual application of its glorious provisions to those chosen in Christ from
before the foundation of the world. That the covenant made with Abraham,
and that upon which the New Testament Church is founded, are the same, is
clear from what is said in Scripture as t¢ the identity of ihe Church in these
two ages. In Romi. xi. the Apostle says, “If the root be holy, so also are the
branches,” &c. The root here evidently refers to the Church as existing before
the Mosaic dispensation, or more properly to the Abrahamic Church, the
natural branches of which were the Hebrew people. But these natural branches
were broken off, and the wild olive, that is, the Church gathered from the
Gentile nations, was graffed in, and made to partake of the root and fatness of
the olive tree,—the Church founded in the days of Abraham. Hence unques-
tionably the Christian an the Mosaic Churches are spoken of as branches of
the same tree, or as parts of that Church which was built upon the covenant
made with Abraham. But we have assumed, what all orthodox Christians will
admit, that there can or could be no Church erected in our world, save upun
the basis of the covenant of grace. If, then, thé Christian Church is a part of
the Church of God, and.if the Abrahamic Church was a part of the Church of
God, both must have the same covenant, the covenant of grace, as. their basis;

and consequently the covenant made with Abraham was the covenant of grace,
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This conclusion will receive additional confirmation if we look at the terms i
which the Abrahamic covenant is expressed. Without referring to any prior
communication of God to the Patriarch, we quote the words of Gen. xvii, 1,
“T am the Almighty God ; wa\l}: before me, and be thou perfect.” Hers we
have, fivst, tho covenant relation in which God, in great condeseension and love,
places himself toward Ilis servant ; and next, the corresponding duty which ITe
requires of His servant, The few words that intimate the relation in which Gogd
places Himself to Abraham are pregnant with all those blessings which at sub.
sequent developments of the ¢ovenant were more fully and specifically expressed,
%I an to thee God Almighty—the inexhaustible, because infinite, repository of
all nceded blessings.” “ Wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, redemption,”
are all included. And in making over these blessings to his servant, God
requires of him an entire consecration of heart, a perfect, i. e., a sincero, earnest
and constant wall. 'Who does not recognize here the grand and essential
featares of’the covenant of %race? Almighty sufficiency is still made over on
the one hand, and evangelical obedience required on the other.

We pass by other texts which we would like to have noticed if space per-
mitted, and observe that what is commonly called the Sinaitic covenant, or the
covenant of peculiarity, made with the people and nation of Israel four hundred
and thirty years afterward, did not and could not disannul this covenant,
(See Gal.iii. 17.) By faith in the promised seed, in whom all nations were to
be Dblessed, and by that alone, could men be justified, even under the Mosaic
dispensation, DBut this dispensation, with the peculiarities of its ceremonial
institutes, was chosen by God 'as the mode of administering the covenant best
adapted to the existing condition and circumstances of the Church. We would
refer the reader to a careful perusal of the third chapter of the Epistle to the
Galatians in this connection.

From time to timae the substance of this covenant was republished to the
Church. (See Deut. x, 18.) Jeremiah foretells a time when God will enter into
‘g new covenant” with the house of Tsrael and the house of Judah. (Jer. xxxi,
81—34) And the Apostie Paul informs us, that it is under the Christian
dispensaiion that tms covenant, which he contrasts with the Sinaitic covenant,
shall be entered into. But though both the Prophet and the Apostle speak of
this latter-day covenant as “a new-covenant,” we find, upon examjnation, that
it is new in vespect not of its essence, but of its administration. It is substan-
tially the covenant made with Abraham, It is the very covenant which God
enters into with every believer. (2 Cor. vi, 16—18.) Its glorious aud all com-
prehensive provision is, “1 will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a
people,” which includes all that is said about “the law of God being written
upon their heart,” * being merciful to their unrighteousness,” &c.

From what has now been advanced, it is clear that the covenant made with
Abraham was the covendnt of grace, This is corroborated by the statements of
the New Testament, that ¢ it was confirmed of God in Christ,”—that believers
as such aresAbraham’s seed—that he is the father of all that believe, clearly
indicating his faith in God’s promise made in the covenant of grace..

We have now to prove that as circumcision, the sign and seal of the covenant,
was under the Old Testament administered to infants, who were thus recognized
as within its bonds, so baptism, which under the New Testament occupies the
same relation to the covenant of grace, and takes theplace of -the former ordi-
nance, is to be administered upon the same-principle, to tke same class.of indi-
viduals,

Circumcision is called by God (Gen. xvii, 11;) “a foken of the.covenant,” that
is, a sign, seal, or assurance on t}xe one hand of thp- cortainty of the blessings
promised by God, and included in the words ¢¢ 7.will be o God.unto thee, de,’

-
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and on the other, of man’s obligation to yield obedicnco to the requirements of
a covenant keeping God. Agreeably to this, the same ordinance is called b
the Apostle “ a seal of the righteousness of faith.”, (Ro:iv, 11.) It 3 of imylort-
ance clearly to understand the meaning of this expression. It does not mean
that circumcision was the seal of an actually existing faith, or of a righteousness
actually in. the possession of an evangelical faith, for many parties who received
the seal did not possess this faith, and many (infants) were not capable of exor-
cising it.  But it was “a token of the covenant” which God graciously designed
to enter into with man—a seal on God’s part and not on man’s.  But to mike
this matter clear, we- must here advert to one peculiarity of the covenant of
which it was the seal. A covenant amongst men consists of a compact between
two parties by which they come under mutual obligations, The fulfilment of
the obligations of -the one contracting party binds the other to the fulfilment of
his, and wvice wversa ; and the non-fulfilment of stipulations Dy either party
releases the other from obligation. But it must be borne in mind that these
contracting parties were under no antecedent obligation on either side to enter
into such a compact. But, in this last feature, the covenant of God with
man difters essentially from any covenant which man’ makes with man. God’s
covenant comes to us-with. tho sanction and authority of a..law binding upon
every son of man, God not only invites us to enter into the bonds of “the
everlasting covenant,” and offers to receive us into covenant, but as our Creator
-and supreme Lawgiver he commands us, his creatures, to comply with the
invitation, I may be indisposed to accede to the proposed terms of a fellow
man—I may have the right to refuse his proposed covenant—but I have no
right to object to the terms or to refuse the covenant of my God. The covenant
of grace thus assumes the aspect of & law, so far as man’s duty is concerned,
still retaining the features of a covenant, because in it God makes gracious pro-
mises to man, while he requires of them certain corresponding duties. In its
character of a covenant, men are made parties in it; in its character of a law,
they are bound to become such. In all this we are not illustrating the fact that
the covenant God. enters into with man is, strictly speaking, only the applica-
tion of the covenant entered into with his own beloved Son, because this dis-
cussion would be foreign to our present purpose.

The sual of the coverant then is cne attached to it. by God, and not by man,
and certifies that it is God's covenant, and that all* the blessings promised are
free to all who are within its bonds. This seal is set on the parties not by man,
v but by God, and all marked out by Him as within the covenant are to receive
the seal, and it is ai their peril to refuse a compliance with any demand indi-
cated in the seal. By God’s command it was placed-upon all the male children
of Abraham’s household, (Gen. xvii,) though their eonsent could not be.asked or
obtained, and for this reason, that whether they homologated the act or not,
they were under the unquestionable obligation to enter the covenant. In the
Abrahamic Church, before the introduction of the Mosaic ceremonial, chil-
dren received the seal of the covenant, which we have seen was the.covenant of
grace, and were thus recognized as within the pale of the visible Church. By
this “ seal of .the righteousness of faith ” they were taughy that.an all-sufficient
and all-perfect righteousness was provided in the covenant, which was free to
and obligatory upon. the acgeptance of their faith, They were reminded, when
arrived at years of discretion, that the Lord’s.vows were upon them, and it
rernained for them to say whether they would joyfully accept the immeasurable
boon of having “God for their God, &c.,” and cheerfully comply with his
requirements, or whether they would incur the fearful guilt of repudiating the
_ Lord’s claim set forth in the:ordinance of:circumeision; and refuse-that.covenant
which cume to them charged. with boundless- blessing, and the .acceptance:.of
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which was enforced by the authority of the supreme Lawgiver. And this is the
very position of every baptized child, before whom, when he comes to years of
reflection, the same solemn alternative must be set.

We will briefly sum up this argument, reserving other aspects of the subject
for a future paper. Every believing parent of old was required to have his little
ones initinted into the covenant by tho solemn ordinance of circumeision.  That
covenant, of which circuncision was the seal and token, was the covenant of
grace, whatever tho form or circumstances of its administration. Those in cove-
nant constituted the Church : that Church included believers and their ihfant
oﬁ'srring. Tho constitution of the Church, as to its membership, was thus
settled by Divino appointinent.  That constitution has not been altered by any
divino precept, and consequently the Church still consists of believers and their
infant offspring.  Or, under the Old Testament believers and their infant off-
spring were received into covenant with God, and received what under that
administration of the covenant was its seal or token. The seal or token has
been altered, but the covenant is the same, and not a word is binted in the
New Testament of any restriction or alteration as to the parties included. The
inference is, that what is now the seal of the covenant is to be administered 1o
the same parties as formerly, beliovers aud their offspring. ”

REVIVALS. y4/ A %a«?é,

It is well to note the operations of Divine grace which, from time to time,
are manifested in the Church and the world. - We may be stirred up to emula-
tion by seeing others in positions no-wise different from our 6wn, receiving spi-
ritual gifts from the ascended Saviour, in which they * rejoize with joy unspeak-
able and full of glory.” God has not left, nor will he ever leave, His Church
without a witness of His presence and power. *Lo, I am with you always even
to the end of the world," is a promise that will be fulfilled, and the fulfillment
of which may be observed daily by all who consider the ways of Jehovah in the
government of Hiskingdom. At certain periods, more than at others, it is true,
the Lord has shown himself in the conversion of sinners, and the quickening of
his peoples’ affections. As in the case of the individual, so in that of the collec-
tive Church it may be said, *The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whetherit
goeth, so is every one that is born of the Spirjt.” God chooses his own time [
when for wise purposes he gives special outpourings of his Spirit; but while this §
is the case it caunot be denied that a converting and reviving work has some- f
times been granted to the fervent importunate prayers of one or more of God's ¥
dear children, and that all revivals are begun and carried on in the exercise of |
much prayer to God. Those who ask shall receive, those who seek shall find, |
and to those who knock it shall be opened. '

That the Churches in this land have need of revival is very manifest. Never
was there a period of greater spiritual lethargy and deadness than the present.
This is perhaps not quite the case, when we take a generalized view of the col-
lective Church. There is, undoubtedly, in it a great activity. Mission schemes
are devised and eaccuied, Churches are built, Colleges instituted and endowed,
with much zeal and liberality. Everywhere we hear of what this Church and
that is contributing for the sipport of Gospel ordinances amongst themselves, |
and for the prosecution of Christian objects beyond their own limits, The Gos- §
pel too is preached to listening crowds; the Bible is widely disseminated and
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generally read in private and in the family ; religious books are circulated of
the highest excellency, and put within the reach of the poorest. On thus taking
a general survey of Christian activity, it does appear that the followers of Christ
re not idle, that they are not indifferent to public duties, and to the just claims
©Of eternity upon their persons and their substance.
The Church, as a whole, never was perhaps in any age, even in the times of
€ Apostles, externally in a purer state than it is at present. There never was
& purer Gospel preached as is generally preached in the pulpits of the Evange-
1cal Churches of this period ; nor was discipline ever more justly or more faith-
fully administered than it is at present. We do not by this mean to say that in
all things we are externally perfect. Far from it. The Gospel might, we
acknowledge, in many instances be more simply stated and .more directly and
tenderly pressed home upon the heart and conscience than it is, and the office-
arers of the Church might be much more faithful in_their personal dealing
With the indifferent, the unfaithful, and the erring. We, however, would say,
3t looking at things in the general, there is much to satisfy the Christian
€art. “When, however, we turn from the general aspects of things to the spe-
Clal—from the figures and statements of public reports to the substances and the
Personalities which these are supposed to represent—we find, alas! much to
Mourn gyer, and little to boast of. When we analyze the personal elements of
?Vhlch the Christian community is composed, we do not, it is true, find any great
elect in doctrinal knowledge or apprehension of truth in the abstract—and it
Would be hard to say of most that they were not Christians, or that they had
ot wel] grounded hopes of salvation through the crucified Redeemer ; still we
8 °“1d_ find, as a very prevalent characteristic of the Christianity amongst us, a
321(’ if not a deplorable lack, of what we would term, a personal realization of
xSt Christ on us the hope of glory is not the prevailing, or very conscious,
Xperience of many professing believers, Christ on the cross, Christ in the
Brave, Christ risen and ascended into His glory ; all these things that are without
wh{nay be the grounds of much confidence and hope to the minds of many,
« ﬂ;le at the same time there is no sense of their power in the inner man—im
th;-,‘e heart of hearts.” Men do not, so much as one would wish, speak with
t holy boldness of their faith, their love to Christ and the brethren, their
of the everlasting redemption, their assuredness of the promises of God to
M, and as we find was the custom of the Saints in Apostolical times, or in the
Mes when the Church has been blessed with special outpourings of the Spirit.
¢ OW we would say that there never can be a living piety of suﬂicie_nt life to do
the work of God where there is not a personal realization of Christ, of which
© Spontaneous expression is, “ Christ 13 mine and I am His.” Not until this
iStl?s Place is there a living experience of a true and abiding unity to (.Jhrist., or
Che 20nscious likeness of Christ formed in us. 1t is this personal realization of
8e "8t which is the chief mark of all God’s working men, and of his distinguished
H;'Vants. It has enabled disciples of old to speak boldly for Christ—to glory in
aﬂ_Cross,' and to suffer for His sake. And only this same realization of the
i‘:‘;_“r will.enable any man to deny himself the comforts and the pleasures of
son allfe’ and to take delight in doing the will of God. Personal piety and per-
fn g dedication to God is the want of our Church, and that too among all ranks
We odual degree; among young and old, rich and poor, ministers and people.
la ,:Xce{yt, none, and so we call upon all alike to consider this matter, and to
w]?nl Well to heart, that such remedial measures may immediately be adopted as
Tescue us from our dangerous slumbering and sleeping, It is not, let it be
rath,,  ckedness so much that we have to complain of in the Church : it is
t ie' 8 8pirit of worldliness which threatens to dominate over everything spiri-
Which, while it would by no means give up religion, but rather would

hope
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cling to every iota of it with rigid tenacity, yet it would postpono its claims to
those of things temporal, and only be religious so far as religion did not ask for
troublesome or solf-denying labors. A Christian of this type would say, religion
must, not ask mo to “ visit tho fatherless and the widows in their afflictions " it
must not expect me to be *“an instructor of the ignorant,” or to make it my
business to seck after the conversion of my neighbour, or in short to do or to
sny anything that would not perfectly accord with good breeding or the ameni-
tics of cultivated socioty.

How shall we reform this state of the Church ? and he~ get out of this heed-
lessness of spiritual things § It cannot bd denied that we ought to try and mend
it—that wo onght to do something to wipe this stain from the “fellowship of
the Saints,” and, if we may so speak, to revenge this dishonour done to Christ
our Lord. Let us try, for example, if wo caunot, to a greater extent than wo
are, bo doers as well as hearers of the Word; and then, according to the pro-
mise, wo may expect to bo “blessed in our deed.” DBut, above all, let us pray.
After all is dono that we can do, it will yet be found that we are far from the
“gtature of tho fullness of Christ.” Wenecd the Spirit of Promise to impart
continual supplics of divine grace, and to quicken us into a true Christ-like life,
For this then let us pray, and “ pray without ceasing,” and not rest importuning
@od until Ho gives us what we ask. As a part of God’s vineyard, we want the

carly and the latter rains, that we may flourish as the gardcn of the Lord"” -

Let it be remembered that if we ask in faith, nothing dou
us our requests. .

Wo have been led into these considerations by reading, in various Newspapers,
accounts of striking revivals just now granted to the Churches of the neighbor-
ing States. The cities of Boston, of Brooklyn, and of New York, with many of
the adjacens places and individual Churches throughout the Union, are now, it
would appear, enjoying a gracious refreshing from the presence of the Lord.
The week-day prayer meetings and lectures are in these Churches no longer
seantily attended, but both these and the public Church services on the Sabbath
have been thronged. In one Presbyterian Church a member thus describes the
work :—* For the last few weeks God has scen fit, in His bountiful mercy, to
« oxhibit the awakening influence of His Spirit in our midst. Espeeially has He
“ blest our Sunday School. The teachers have been solemn ; they have felt the
“ mighty responsibility resting upon ¢kem ; it has been their earnest prayer that
« they might * walk softly before the Lord,” and God has crowned their labors
« with success.” Of another Mission School which was started sorno years ago
by several persons, only two of whom were professors of --ligion, it is related,
that « after'a time the result scemed so unpromising, that the idea ¢f abandon-
«ing the enterprise was entertained. It was finally decided ‘o struzgle on a
« while longer, and lately there has been a revival, which has 1csultea thus far
« in the conversion of seventeen teachers and ten scholars

ting, God will grant

In Dr. Krel’s Church, New York, we ¢ e told a good feeling prevails, “A» »

# ynusual tenderness appeared to pervade the congregation. at the late commi-
« pion season. On.the evening of that day the pastor preached a discourse on

« the duty of the Church to make special efforts to bring the poor and unevar-

« grelized under the influence of the Gospel. It had been previously agreed to
s make a-thorough exploration of the neighborhood, partly with reference.
«tract distribution, parily to the enlargement of the Sabbath Schools, and-partly
« to induce neglectors of public. worship to: attend Church, With this corbined

« purpose in view, one.or two meetings were held to devise an efficient plan andfe -

« engage laborers. Tlese:resulted in obtaining the.pledges of upwards of sizly
« persons, including the most influential pecple in the congregation to-go-out for
« the purpase of visiting every family in the vicinity-of the:Church, and to-a

i
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“ tempt to bring them by personal effort, under the influcnce of the truth, They
“ are now engaged in this work, and ‘they have a mind to work'” In the
Baptist and Berean Churches the same influences are manifested. In one of the
Re}ormcd Dutch Church’s a good feeling was awakened during the winter; the
pastor of the Church and thesuperintendent of the school sny :—* ¢ As asettled
“line of Eolicy we Jabour for conversions at all times. The intervals are very
“short when there are not some one sceking the Saviour, or rejoicing in hope
“in Christ’” The Episcopal and Mothodist Chiurches are also favored with si-
milar blessings from on higlh. It would seem that there are favorable indica-
tions of an unusual and gracious outpouring of God’s Spirit upon the entire

- cities of Now York and Brooklyn. In Sing Sing, cclebrated as the seat of tho

State Prison, thero arc also much new life among the Churches and many con-
versions to God,  In Danville, Kontucky, the Presbyterian Churches at the last
communion had many added to their number, as the fruits of a recent work of
race, a considerable number of whom were students in the collego there,
hurches of all evaugelical denominations, colleges and sunday schools, are
thus gladdened with tho outshining upon them of the light of God’s countenance.
In all this wo seo that God is no respector of persons. He dispenses his gifts
according to his good pleasure, irrespective of human associations. His eye
recognises no Churth but the living members of Christs body ; wherever these
aro found, under whatever name, he bestows upon them his covenant blessings.
‘This certainly rebukes the exclusiveness of those who deem themsolves in their
little circles the only Churches of Christ, and who unchurch all who beloug to
other professions, It would, however, be an extreme view to say that this en-
courages the notion that nothing is of importance in the Church excepting the
cardinal doctrines of the Gospel, and that the: minor matters of Church order
and discipline are of no consequence at all in the Christian system. We do not
hold this view. W think that everythingin God’s Word given for the direction
of his people is of importance, and that it is the part of Christian wisdom to
give it the place which God gives it in his kingdom £nd no other. The serip-
tural character of Church systems must be determined by other marks than
that of the gift of God’s Spirit to their members or the conversion of sinners by
their agencies; these blessings undoubtedly teach that these communions are
the * communion of saints,” that God has a seed amongst them, and that some
of them at least are in covenant with Christ. But they by no means prove that
the contradictory things in these systems are all vight. The form of the fellow-
ship must be judged of, we say, on other grounds than that of the special grace
which God bestows upon his saints, While each denomination may rejoice that
God is owning them, Eat each one recognise also the fact that God is owning the
other, and while each is bound in duty to maintain the apostolical *doctrine and
fellowship” according to their own intelligent convictions of the teachings of
Seripture on these points, yet thisis to be gonp only after it has first been ad-
mitted and acknowledged that the Church of Christ is the “fellowship of the
saints.”  On this principle we may rejoice when God is blessing our neighbors,
and may pray that all who “hold the Head” may hayve the presence of the
Spirit in his converting and awakening power amongst thein,
These facts and considerations' should lead us, in Canada, to pray for the
blessing of the Spirit to revive God’s work among us. We need it asmuch as
the Churches of the United States, Much of our corner of the vineyard is

- parched and barren ; many %oodly trees are but leaf-bearing, or at best produce

ittle of the beautiful fruit of the Spirit to the praise of the Redeemer. Upont
our yowig, men and maidehs we ‘néed an outpouring of pentecostal grace ; ‘upon
the, habitues of the Church and the corsmunion table wg. require a quickening
influerice to désceiid ; in the pulpit we want ministers’ with  tonguds of fire™
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and in the pews a peoplo “pricked in their hearts”” Wo invito the «o-opera-
tion of all the children of God who rend theso pages in special prayer to the
Father of Mercies that ho would grant us a personal awakening in our Churches,
among both young and old, rich and poor, office-bearers and people, and that
we may all have a more thorough rrrsoxaL rEAyizATION OF Crnist. <

DISPUTED SETTLEMENTS.
From the I'rce Church Record, -

A few cases of scrious division in connection with the filling up of vacancics
have occured in the Free Church of late, and the matter has naturally attracted
the notice of all who feel an interest in her permanent welfare. Considering
how few these cases have been, and the previous inexperience of our congrega-
tions in the discharge of this new duty, thero is no cause for much alarm, but
rather for congratulation on the overwhelming proportion of perfectly harmo-
nious settlements which have occurred. Some little difference of opinion, and
even an occasional sample of actual division, may be anticipated as the price to
be paid for every kind of liberty, and especially liberty newly acquired. It is
remarkable that more cases of dispute have arisen in the Established Chureh,
from a simple lengthening of their chain under the supervision of the civil courts,
than in the Free Cﬁnrch, from giving the people an absolutely free choice of minis-
ters according to the Word of God. There can be little doubt, however, that
when our system has become consolidated, when all parties understand their re-
lative positions an:l duties, cases of dispute will be indefinitely reduced in num-
ber, and perhaps nearly quite extinguished.

Meantime it is important, without entering minutely into the subject, to indi-
cate in general some of the sources of our present difliculties, as proved by our
own experience and that of other bodies of Christians similarly ctreumstanced,

There are three parties in every scttlement, and only threc, and from one or
other the difficulty, when it does exist, must in every case arise, viz, the congre-
gations, the probationers, or the presbyteries. Let us glance at the respective
duties of each :— ‘

1. The Congregations.-—In one sense they may be said to be the pariies most
deeply interested in filling up a vacancy ; for their own spiritual interests and
those of their children, including to some extent also those of an eatire neigh-
bourhood, and perhaps for a generation to come, arc bound up in the issuc. The
matter is therefore one of great solemnity to them, and ought to be treated ina
peculiarly earnest and prayerful spirit. They are not only called to exercise a
high previlege, but to discharge a most momentous duty to the great Head of
the Church and to themsclves. Anything, therefore, like the mere spirit of a
political contest ought to be banished as far as possible from the election of him
who is to'“ watch for their souls as one that must give an account.” This matter
ought certainly to be fully explained to every congregation at the commencement
of every clection by some experienced member of i’resbytery. During the course
of the election all canvassing from door to door, so fruitful in divisions, ought to
be prohibited and put down as inconsistent with the free liberty of choice and
with the nature of such a transaction. The people should be strongly admonished
te study not merely their own personal feelingx, but the feelings of their brethren,
the interests of the whole congregation an neighbotu-hoog,s “the things that
make for peace, and by which they may edify one another.” There is a passage
in Gal. v. 18 which might form a suitable text for such a discourse, “ For breth-
ren, ye have been called unto liberty ; only use not libérty for an occasion to thé
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flesh, but by lovo sorve one another Hero is the whole subject in a sentence,
First, the position of tho members of the Free Church,  * They have been talled
unto liberty.” Tho yoke of patronage is entirely broken § they aro absolutely and
completely free from all mere human control. ~ But, sccond, thero is still a great
danger of this liberty being misunderstood and abused, human nature being cor-
rupt and perverse, * Uso not your liberty for an cccasion to the flesh.” Many
bad passions arc apt to be engendered and developed in connection with a disputed
clectiomr—mere personal likings and dislikings, upart from tho calm exercise of
judgment, the heat of passions, tho desiro of victory. These must be subdued

y Christian principle ; and the Christian must prove that he is free and fitted
for the priviloges of freedom by ruling over his own spirit. Therefore, third,
#Wo are by love to serve one another,” nét merely * ourselves,” but “ ono an-
other ; ¥ in other words, we are to study the feelings and wishes of others as
much as our own, tho interests of the whole congregation, and seek to preserve
the * unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

In accomylishing this object it is not necessary to select or support a candidate
merely to please others, but from whose ministrations we ourselves can derive
little or no advantage. Let all the preachers, if necessary, be tried.  Let all par-
ties be ready to withdraw their favourite candidates if there be a serious division
of opinion, and look out for others upon whom all may cordially combine.

. Where the spirit of mere partisanship is banished, and a Christian, wise and Joving
spirit reigns, there will generally be no great difficulty in coming to an amicablo
asrrangement.  But,

IL The Probationcrs—It is to bo lamented that arrangements have mot
yet been made for giving our probationers a fair opportunity of being regularly
heard in all our vacant congr:};ations, and that the subject is yet encompagsed
by considerable difficulties. ~We trust that some effectual solution of this problem
will soon be found, and that the mind of the whole Church will be seriously given
to the mutter as one of great moment. But meantime it ought to be clearly un-
derstood that beyond being fairly beard, any interference on the part of proba-
tioners in the way of canvassing, or trying by any indircct and unfair methods to
promote their own election, in cases of disputed settlements, ought to be repelled
asan impertinence almost approaching to simony.  'When ministers are ordained
they are solemnly asked if they have adopted any “undue methods™ to obtain that
call ; and apart from the becoming modesty which would make men of right
feeling shrink froi~ pressing forward their own real or imaginary claims, the
Church ought to be peculiarly jealous of this element of discord. Congregations
should be watchful of very forward preachers.  Young men besides may rest as-
sured that they will get, in the Jong run, all the Lionor and promotion to which
they ave fairly eutitled, and all the more if they do not scem very eagerly to covet
it. Preachers ought especially to manifest a deep sensc of the responsibility of
the pastoral office, and illustrate the apostolic maxim, Rom. xii, 10, “Be kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly love, in honour preferring one another”’

IIX. The Presbyteries~The duty of a Presbytery in all cases of scttlements
is peculiarly delicate, and calls for the exercise of high wisdom and often of great
firmness. They have a twofold fanetion in reference to all calls. They arein the
first place the Judges when the people of a vacant charge are “ripe” for a call;
in other words, when there is reason to believe that they are prepared to proceed
to a harmonious settlement. In determining this question, a variety of elements
require to be considered, unless there is absolute unanimity. If there be an ob-
jecting minority, they must consider its nature, its weight, the intensity of the
opposition, and the probable consequences <f proceeding to a settlement in which
they cannot acquiesce. If there be any prospeet of serions division, they are ab-
solutely and justly prohibited by the law of the Church from proceeding at-all.
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But even if they do proceed to moderatain a call, thoy atestill the judges whether
tha call, when actually made, ought to be sustained. = Circumstances may emerge
to overthrow their previous calculations, and thoy may fnd it necessary to set
the whole proccedings aside, and instruct the people _to begin anew, In this
there is no interferenco with the just rights of tho people in calling a minister ina
Presbyterian Church. The liberty of Presbyterianism is liberty under regulation
and is in truth liberty in its highest form ; ‘and Presbyterics must rot weakly ab-
dicato thew functions, and declaro for practical Independency, because tho oxerciso
of their undoubted rights, and the discharge of duties cqually undoubted, may
require in some cases lnbour and forbearance, or may even exposo them to the
abuso of the more ignorant amongst the people. Every form of duty implics
occasional difficulty, The members of Presbytery must therefore act with calm.
ness, dignity, and kindness, in all cases of dispute. They must on no account
make themsclves partisans, cither ip their individual or aggregato capacitics, re-
membering that they are specially appointed > MopErATE in tho \v.h?]o'mattoy,
and that thoy should stand nloof from local parties with ail the judicial imparti-
ality of judges. . .

In a word, all parties have special duties to discharge, and if these are wisely
performed ina spirit of faithfulness and prayer,the result will seldom fail ultimately
to be harmonious and satisfactory.

. T
MINISTERIAL SUPPORT.—No. 1.

A series of short articles under the above title are being published in the
Philadelphian Presbyterian. They are from the pen of a distinguished layman,
‘Wo present the first to our readers as well worthy of their attention.

“On the subject of ministerial support a good deal has been said, and but coni-
paratively little done. Yet no subject connected with the prosperity of our
Churches demands more immediate attention. Deeply impressed with its
importance, allow e, as a lay member of a Presbyterian congregation, to say -
to my fellow-members a few earnest words.

Let mo put to overy reader the honest question, kow muck do you puy your
pastor 2 There are many people in the congregation to which I belone who
can answer this question, and a great many who cannot—who will answer, “the
matter is in the hands of the board of trustees; I pay my pew-rent, at least
when it's convenient; the minister gets along; lives about as well as the rest
of us, and I've never troubled myself about it.””- Now I venture to say, we aro
not a peculiar people in this respect. A large proportion of the mombers of
our congregations take no thought about tbis matter. And here is tho first
thing to be done—to got people to think and talk about it. The next thing is
to get them to act. Nero fiddled while Romé burned, and we might as well
fiddle while our ministers starve, as to think and talk without putting our hands
in our pockets and doing something. :

Now, what are the facts? Let us look them in the face. The cost of living
has advanced within a few years from twenty-five to fifty per cent. The great
majority of our congregations did not pay living salaries before the advance,
and have not increased themsince. The consequence is, that nine-tenths of our
gettled postors are not fully and fairly supported; are silently struggling with
embarrassments, from inability to provide for their families a competent support
and keep out of debt; aud struggling harder still, under such circumstanzes, to
gee'p in health and heart for the fit discharge of their incessant and arduous

uties, .
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Two things aro very clear:

1, Iniustics to tho pastor is ruinops to the cause of roligion in the Cliurch,
Au illiberal, penurious spirit is fatal to piety. It is deliberate, her:«-cherishod
sin; and if tho grace of God over saves the individual who induiges it, it first
rescucs him from its power. Men aro not saved in their sins, but from their
sins. Such a spirit is apt to bo comwagious. I spreads like sll other evil
oxamples ; and the consequences arclcoldness, apathy, and spiritual dearth, No
penurious Chiristian over prospers in tho divino lifo; no penurious Church ovor
grows in strength, and energy, and pict;{. No people either work or pray
carnestly who do not give liberally; and honce tho fow rovivals, the slow
growth, tho sickly existenco of hundreds of our Churches.

2, Itis an evil with which pastors eannot effectually deal. The pastor can preach
against covotousness, commend tho self-sacrificing spirit of tho gospal, and bog
for others; but ho cannot ask for justico, or even.beg charity for "himself. At
least it is & most ungracious task, a hard and cruel offico for any man to be
forced to take on himself, much loss a Christian ministor, whoso character is so
invaluablo to himsolf and to thé Church, and who moro than any other man is
liablo to be misunderstood and Gefamed. Rat*ar than do it, many an oxcellont
minister has retired with broken haalth and vleoding heart from the pastoral
& offico; and many moro are struggling on in the ministry, whose carefully con-
g cealed penury and hidden sorrows no eyo but God’s ever looks upon ;—nono
B fecl but themselves, and those whom they carry in their bosoms.

In my next I will consider the question, what is s fair and just ministerial
support § .

AT EVENING TIME THERE SOALL BE LIGHT.

.

4¢ At cvening time thero shall be light,”
- Yes, when old age shall come,

And night's dark shades obscure the path
By whick we're travelling home.

When, wildered by the gathering gloom,
Appalling doubts arise,

The first pure beams of heavenly light,
Shall brighten all the skies.

“ At evening time there shall be light,”
Oh! promise ever sweet,

To those who trend an unknown way, |
With faint and faltering feet. ‘

They need not fear the coming hours,
‘When daylight shall be past,

Since He who knows that pathway well,
‘Has promised light at last.

Paris, C. W. +* AW )

.
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WORDS OF THE WISE.
MEDITATIONS OF RISJHARD SIBBS. (A. D. 15%7—1635.y
€0D OUR FATHER.

% God bears not in vain the name of a Father; He fills it up to the full: It
is & name of indulgence, of hope, of provision,—a name of protection. 1t
argues the mitigation of punishment : 2 little is enough for a father. In alb
temptations, oh let us, by prayer, fly to the arms of our heavenly Father, and
expect from Himo all that a father should do for his child, as provision, protec-
tion, indulgence, yea, and seasonable corrections (which are as necessary for us
as our daily bread,) and when we die we may oxpect our inheritance, because
in Christ He is our Father. But yet we must remember the name of a father
is a word of relation ;'duty is expected from us; we must reverence im as &
father, with fear and love: He is a great God, we ought to fear Him ; Heis
merciful, yea, hath bowels of merey, we ought to love Him; if we tremble
before Him, we forget that He is loving, and if overbold, we also forget that
He is a great and holy God ; therefore we should always go to the throne of
grace with reverence, holy love, and filial confidence in the name of Fesus.

GODLY LOVE.

“There are four things observable in the nature of love = first, an estimation
of the party beloved ; secondly, a desire to be joined to him ; thirdly, a settled
contentment ; fourthly, a desirb to please the party in all things. So there is
first in every Christian a high estimation of God in Christ; hie makes.clioice of
Him above all things, and speaks largely in His commendation ; secondly, he
desires to be united to Him ; and where this desire is, there is an intercourse,
he will open his mind to Him by prayer, and go to Him in all his consultations
for counsel : thirdly, he places coutentment in Him alone, because in the worst
condition he finds peace and comfort when the light of His‘countenance shines
upon him : fourthly, he seeks to please Him; he labours so. to act, that God
may in Christ delight in him ; love stirs up bis soul to remove all things dis-
tasteful to Him. He asks, as David did, ¢ Is there yet any that is left of the
house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Fonathan’s sake ¢ How can
T honour my God ?

MARKS OF THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

“ Where the Spirit dwells largely in any man, there is boldress in God’s
eause, a contempt of the world: ‘He can do all things through Christ that
strengthens him 3’ his mind is content and’ settled ; he can bear with the infir-
mnities of others, and not be offended (for the weak in grace are soonest offended),
and is ready to say, ¢ Come, Lord Fesus, come quickly.” But if corruption bears
sway, then he says, ‘O stay a little that I may recover strength ;’ that is, Stay
a while that I may repent: the soul in such a frame not being fit to appear
before God, but only when the Spirit imparts grace and divine consolations.

“The Spirit of God may, be known to be in. weak Christians, as the soul is
known to be in the body by the pulse. Even so the Spirit is discovered by
groaning under sin, sighing, complaining, that it is so with. them; and-no better:
so that they are out of love with themselves: this is a Lappy sign that the
Spirit dwells in such souls.

. COMFORT AT DEATH.

“It is a comfort in the hour of deathy, that we yield up our souls. to Christ,
who has gone before to provide a place for us; this was one end of His being
taken up. to-heaven, to provide a place for us.. Therefore. when we die, we have
not a place to seek, our house is provided beforehand ; Christ was taken up to

¢
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glory, to provide glory for us. Even as paradise was proyided for Adam before
lie was made, 50 we have a heavenly paradise pravided for us; we had a place
in heaven before we were born. What a comfort e this at the hour of death,
and at the death of our friends, that they are gone to- Christ and to-glory! 'We
were shut out of the first paradise by the first Adam ; our comfort is, that now
the heavenly paradise in Cluist is open. *This day shalt thou be with me in
paradise,’ saith Christ t6 the penitent thief. There was an angel to keep .para-
dise when Adam was shut out; but there is none to keep us out of heaven 3
nay, the angels are ready to convey our souls to heaven, as they did Lazarus;
and as they accompanied Christ in His ascension to heaven, so they do the souls
ofHis children.”

POETRY.

THE SUPPLIANT.
All night the lonely suppliant prayed,.
All night his earnest crying made,
Till standing by his side, at morn,
The Tempter said, in bitter scorn,
¢Oh, peace! what profit do you gaiw
From empty words and babblings vain ?
¢ Come, Lord—Oh come!’ you cry alway ;
You pour your heart out night and day ;
Yet still no murmur of reply,
No voice that answers, ¢ Here am 1.

Then sanl the stricken heart in dust,
That word had withered all its trust;
No strength retained it now to pray,
While Faith and Hope had fled away ;
And ill that mourner now had fared,

- Thus by the Tempter’s art ensnared,

* But thet at length beside his bed
His sorrowing angel stood, and said,
‘Doth it repent thee of thy love,
That never now is heard above
Thy prayer, that now not any more
It knocks at heaven’s gate as before?"

‘I am cast out, I find no place,

No heating at the throne of grace.

“ Come, Liord-—Oh come!” I cry alway,

I pour my heart out.night and day,

Yet never, until now, have won

The answer,, ¢ Here am I, my son.” d

¢ Oh, dull of heart! enclosed doth lie
In each ¢ Come Lord | ” an “Here am 1.
Thy love, thy longing are not thine—
Reflections of a love divine ;
Thy very prayer to thee was given, .y
Itself a messenger from heaven.
- Whom God rejects, they are not 80;
Strong bands are round them in their woe; R
Their hearts are bound -with bands of brass
That sigh or crying cannot pass.
All treasures did the Lord impart
To Pharaoh, save-a contrite heart :
Al other gifts unto his foes
He freely gives, nor grudging knows,
But love's sweet part and costly pain
A treasure to hig friends remain.” —TrexcH.
. X
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.

Tae TESTIMONY OF THE ROCKS ; OR, GEOLOGY IN ITS BRARINGS o TmB Two Tnsonqm}s,
NATORAL AND Reveatep, by Huen Muier, with Memorials of the Death and
Character of tho Author. Boston: Gould & Lincoln. 12mo., pp. 602,

Trs noble book crowns the mcnument which its distinguished and lamented
author has erected for himself, and which his countrymen and the world wil]
ever look upon with admiration. 'We handle this last product of Hugh Miller's
genius with the solemn reverential awe with which we read the records of
departed greatness and worth on the tablets of the sepulchre. Criticism is
utterly disarmed. We recognize the long familiar, pellucid, delightful Saxon
style,—the bold tread of a man conscious that he walks upon his own posses-
sions,—the far reaching and sound inductions of nature’s own philosopher.
With what keen cye the author Jooks upon facts, minute though they be ! and
with what firm grasp he holds every new phenomenon, and every organism
revealed by the Rocks, until they give up their secretsand satisfy the demands
of their arch-inquisitor! There are no better examples extant of the Baconian
method, in the investigation of facts, than are to be found in the writings of
Hugh Miller, We witness in them all, & patience that is never wearied in
searching into the arcana of Nature. Nothing is taken for granted. They do
not amaze us with ¢ doubtful disputations,” or the wild speculations of ¢ philo-
losophy falsely so called” Over all their glorious unveiling of the great works
of Jehovaly, there is a manifést humility and sobriety of judgment. In the
descriptions of natural objects in this volume there is the same minutencss and
completeness which mark all the other works of the gifted author, and in the
illustrations there are the usual Shaksperian cleanness and sharpness that grati-
fy and delight. Like the facets of a well-cut brilliant, each topic contributes
its share of light and beauty, so as, combined, to render this book an invaluable
legacy in Literature, Science and Theology, to the men of this and all future
generations. The ¢ Testimony of the Rocks” will be read wherever the English
language is known, and will, along with the kindred works of the author, do
more to popularize Natural Science, and to confirm the Theology of the Bible,
than any similar books that have yet been written. We thank God that He
has been pleased to send us in these days this prophetic man, gifted
to such a degree with the power to interpret to us IHis hand-writing upon
the Rocks, and to unfold to us the wonders and the wisdom of Iis creative might,

The ¢ Testimony of the Rocks” is dedicated to Dr. Miller, Professor of Surgery
in the University of Edinburgh, in beautiful and affectionate terms. It contains
a preface to the reader, in which there is an account of the origin of the several
Lectures which the book contains, from. which we quote the following :—

Of the twelve following Lectures, four, (the First, Second, Fifth, and Sixth) were deli-
vered before the members f the Edinburgh Philosophical Institution (1852 and 1855).
One (the Third) was read at Exeter Hall before the Young Men's Christian Association
(1854), and the substance of two of the others (the Eleventh and Twelfth) at Glasgovw,
before the Geological Section of the British Association (1855). Of the five others,—
written mainly to complete and impart a character of unity to the volume of which they
form a part,—only three (the Fourth, Seventh, and Eighth) were addressed vive voce to
popular audiences. The Third Lecture was published both in this country and Americs,
and translated into some of the Continental languages. The rest now appear in priat
for the first time. Though their writer has had certainly no reason to complain of the
measure of favor with which the read or spoken ones have been received, they are per-
haps all better adapted for perusal in the closet than for delivery in the public hall or
lecture room ; while the two concluding Lectures are mayhap suited to interest only
geologists who, having already acquainted themselves with the generally ascertained
facts of their science, are curious to cultivate a further knowledge with such new facts
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as in-the: course of discovery are from, timo to time added to the common fund. In such
of the following Lectures as deal with but the established geologic phenomena, and owe
whatever little merit they may possess to the inferences dvawn from these, or oy the
conclusions based upon them, most of the figured illustrations, though not all, will bo
recognized as familiar : in the two concluding Lectures, on the contrary, they will bo
found to be almost entirely new. They are contributions, representative of the patient
gleanings of years, to the geologic records of Scotland ; and exhibit, in & more or less
perfect state, no inconsiderable portion of all the forms yot detected in.the rocks of her
earlier Palxozoic and Secondary floras. i
The contents of the book are:—The Palwnntological History of Plants;
The Paleontological History of Animals; The Two Rerords, Mosaic and Geolo-
ical ; The Mosaic Vision of Creation; Geology in its bearings on the Two
heologies; The Noachian Deluge ; The Discoverable and the Revealed 5 The
Geology of the Anti-Geologists; On the Less-known Fossil Floras of Scotland.
Throughout the pages there are interspersed no less than 152 wood-cut illus-
stations, beautifully exccuted under the author’s own critical eye. It indicates
the author’s affection for working-men—the rank to which he himself belonged—
that this, a scientific book of the first class, and edited with scrupulous care,
should be published at so unusually low a price for such works. We trust that
it will be found in the library of every intelligent working-man in these Colo-
nies. With the aid.of a’* Webster’s Dictionary,” no one nced find any difficulty
in understanding all the scientific terms which it contaius, -

TREES AND THEIR NATURE; OR, THE Bup AND 1TS ATTRIBUTES. In & series of Letters to
his Son, by Atexanper Hanvey, A.M., M.D., Southampton ; illustrated with engrav-
ings. London: James Nisbet & Co.

We have not yet seen this book, but it has been noticed with peculiar favour
by reviewers at home. Dr. Harvey is an esteemed elder in the Presbyterian
Chureh, Southampton, and as it is our purpose to bring before our readers from
time to time the literature of our Presbyterian Chur-h, we make no apology for
introducing to them the following extracts and crilical remarks from the Znglisk
Presbyterian Messenger :—

The return of April to us, with its buds and blossoms, makes.such o subject of specn-
lation seasonable; and ag trees, whether in the garden, the field, or the forest, are uni-
versal favourites, we do not doubt that our readers will be obliged to us for bringing be-
fore them some of the views held respecting them by one who has loved them muck, and
sludied them long with the observant eye of a genial naturalist, and the p.ofound reflee-
tion of & true philosopher,

ulThe common and almost universally held notion of a tree is stated by Dr. Harveys
uS—

*The common notion of a tree is that it is an éndividual, in the same sense that a dog or
ahorse is ; and it certainly appears to be such. It is assumed that the trunk and roots,
and branches, the leaves and flowers, and fruit and buds, which form component parts
Rofevery tree, go to make up one and the seif-same plant, in like manner as the bones and
dflesh, the nerves and bloodvessels, the heart and lungs, the head amd trunk and limbs of
38 dog, do truly form the parts of one and the self-same individual xnimal. Doubtless,
Athat is the coramon belief. A tree is regarded as baving the same sort of individuality
§or personality that you or I have.”

Dr. Harvey’s own notion of o tree is very different from this :—

“In my view'it isnot an individual in the proper or scientific sense of the term, but,
N the contrary, a body corporate. Take an osk at Midsummer, in full leaf, and in its full
gour. It is neither more nor less than & collection, an aggregate, a corporation of liv-
yiug and growing but seperate and distinct oak plants, the production of the current year,
42ud likewise of the dead remains of a still larger number of individual plants of the same
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kind or species, the production of a serics of by-gone years. And of theso onk plants,
each and every one lives only one year, and attains its full growth within the year; mak.
ing provision in the form of buds for the evolution of similar plants the following year,
Further, the plants of each year, shooting up in spring from the buds formed by the plants
of the previous year, grow parasitically on the persistent dead remains of these. A cquir-
ing their maturity in summer, and reaching to the height of a few inches only, they pass
into the state of old age (the sere and yellow leaf) and eventually die in antumn, save
only the buds they have formed, which survive the winter. And thus dying, the great
er part of every one of them sgpeedily undergoes decomposition aud disappears. The
woody stems and roots alono remain, These, although dead, escape thatprocess. Tip-
ped with the living buds they abide entire—as entire, yet as destitute of vitality, as the
table 1 am writing at; and they abide to serve to these buds and to the young oak planis
that are to come of them next year (as tho earth does to the acorns and their produce),
the purposes both of a Zemporay soil and of & permanent mechanicalsupport, Snch is my
apprchension of a tree.”

All this scems strange and paradoxical enough, but the consequences of such a theory
of trees appear much more strange and paradoxical still.

Y Regarding the tree in this light,” continues our author, “I hold that but for acciden-
tal causes, any and every tree might live for ever, and go on growing and enlarging to
to any conceivable size. You have heard it said that the king of England never dies;
and you will readily understand that what is not true of individual men may yet be true
of individual familics, or of the race in general. Individuals die, but the race lives and
multiplies.* The corporation of London has lasted, we may say has lived, some hun-
dreds of years; and unless swept away by some such extrancous cause as an act of the le-
gislature, may last till the end of time, though the individuals composing it may none of
them pass the alloted three-scord years and ten. Just soin respect of a tree. If whatl
have stated be a true account of its nature, and of the manner of its production it will
of course follow that a tree is an individual in precisely. the same sense as a body cor-
porate ; and that, contrary indeed to the common opinion, but in perfect consistency
with the principle that all living beings are subject to thelaw of mortality, and baves
definite size or bulk of organism, there will be no limit except from extraneous causes,to
the size it may attain, or the number of years it may live. Whatis called a genealogica
trec is constructed very exactly on the principle of this theory, and serves extremely
well so far to make it intelligible; while the personality of each member of the tree i3
admitted, and his own individual Zemporary existence, he is yet regarded as formingsa
scion or branch of one common stock, which may have had its origin in a remote age, and
may endure as long as the world itself.”

The inferences which Dr. Harvey himself deduces from his theory, viz., that there isno
natural limit prescribed by the inherent physiology of the tree, cither toits size or lon-
gevity, will probably appear to most people to be a sufficient prima facie argumeat 8-
gainst its truth; rnd as this branch of the subject acmits of easy and popular treatment,
we may here give a few more paragraphs from the author, both for their inherent inter-
est, and as a sample of his matter and manner ag a scientific writer.

“Of old trees still extant in this country, and still living and growing, we need notlook
beyond the yew tribe. There are, indeed, oaks, limes, sycamores, chesnuts, ashes, and
others of great antiguity and vast size, some of them coeval with the Conquest, some of
them probably much older still ; but they all sink into insignificance before the yews.
Of these, there are some at Fountain’s Abbey, near Ripon, in Yorkshire, which are be:
lieved to be more than 1,200 years old; there are two in the chuschyard of Crowhurst,
in Survey, 1,450; and one at Fortingall, in Perthshire, from 2,500 to 2,600 years old. O
in Brabourn churchyard, in Kent, is said to have attainad the age of 3,000 years ; and an
other at Hedsor, in Bucks, which is still in fnll vigour, and measures about twenty-seves
feet in diameter, is reckoned to be above 3,200 yearsold. . . . . In the Brazily
iu one of the primewval forests, there are some trees supposed to be Courbarils, which i
respect of size are truly colossal, and in respect of age have been variously computed &
from 2,000 to 4,000 years. *Never before, says Martius, ‘had I beheld such enormous
trunks. , They looked more like living rucks than trees; for it was only ou the pl.nnacle
of their bare and naked bark that fuliage could be discovered, and that at sucha distance
from the eye that the form of the leaves could not be made out. Fifteen Indians, with
out stretched arms, could only just embrace one of them. At the bottom they were cighty-
four feet in circumference and sixty feet where the boles became cylindrical. . .
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The Tazodium Distichum (or deciduous cypress) seems to be the most gigantic of any
n record, and to be second tonone in age. Two existing specimens may be referred to——
One in the churchyard of Santa Maria de Telsa, near Oaxaca in Mexico, which has a
funk ninety-three feet in girth ; the other, that of Chapultepec, which is said to have a
Sirecumference of 117 feet 10 inches. Regarded as of ‘wondrous’ magnitude by the Span-
3 Conquerers, this tree of Chapultepec * certainly reaches back’ (according to De Can-
dole) ‘to the origin of the present state of the world—an epoch of which’ (in his Yixw) it s
1 € Mmost indisputable monument.! Professor Henslow, it may be observed, estimates the
ONgevity of the taxodium at above 4,000 years. . . . Let these examples suffice.
f Nough appears from them to show that trees may attain to an age altogether wonder-
ul, ang to a size that is quite prodigious, ahd still continue to live and grow.”

The view, given in these letters, of the nature of trees, differs widely from that com-
Only received among us. It neither represents the popular belief, nor does it accord
1, the recognised doctrines of the schools. ¢ To the popular mind, iudeed,” to use Dr.
"8 0wn words, ‘it may be said to be nearly unknown, while heretofore it has failed to
Secure the sanction of the greater number of our scientific botanists. In the main, how-
EVer, it is the same as that first set forth by De la Hire, as long ago as 1708, and subse-
a“ent!y held by Darwin, Mirbel, Du Petit-Thouars, Gaudichaud, and other physéologists Ry
en . Since the publication of this volume, Dr. Harvey has ascertained that the views of the
’Jllngnt French physiologist, De Candolle, as set forth in his  Physiologie Végétable,”
Publigheq iy 1832, are substantially accordant with his own. He disclaims, therefore, “ all
gmtenSiOns on the score of originality. He has advanced nothing that was not known
hr eld before. The ouly merit he is disposed to claim in connection with it, is that of
!:"lgg unfolded it more systematically, and in greater detail than any of his predeces-
w'& At the same time,it is no more than justice to Dr. Harvey to state that the theory
38 Worked out by him, substantially as it now appears, without any assistance from
; that it was embodied in a course of lectures on physiology, which he delivered
arischal College, Aberdeen, during the winter session of 1844, and that it was subse-
w‘lhe.ntly more largely devoloped in a paper  On the Nature, Longevity, and Size of Trees,”
Onlc he published in the Edinburgh New Philosophical J oqrnal,” fox: J anuary, 1847,
di & before he had any knowledge of the writings of De la Hire, Darwin, Mirbel, Gau-
h8ud, and De Candolle.

no}ve have only room to add that Dr. Harvey studies and exponnds his favourite subject,
Only with “the broad and acute intellect of a philosopher, but with the devout and
‘hee“ential spirit of a Christian. He has an open eye for the manifestation of God in
ang) 0ok of nature ; and he has a fine gift for discovering and agprecmtmg the beautiful
an Ogies which bind together the volumes of nature and revelation—the Old Testament
e € New of God’s Universal Bible. To him, the Trees of the field and'the forest are
Pla e Trees of the Lord,” and the Cedars of Lebanon are the Cedars which ¢ He ha?h
of ;lted_" Such a man and such a writer is a distinguished ornament to the eldership
not ur Church; and this ingenious and truly original work will find its way, we doubt
8 ee!eﬁ) the hands of many of our ministers, elders, and people, yvho, while thankful to
of th Xamples of the combination of genius and piety appearing in eny and every branch
¢ Church of Christ, are sensible of a special obligation to appreciate and encourage

» When they shew themselves in their own.

o ers ;

PERIODICALS, PAMPHLETS, &C., RECEIVED.

« (v o e88r8. Hill & Martin, Montreal, we have received a copy of the first numbel: of
of t, Chicago Magazine, or, The West as it is ; illustrated,” published under the auspices
ble : Mechanics Institution of this far-famed western city. It.conta.ms several admira-
Pregg %0d-cuts of notable places and buildings in the city and neighborhood. The letter-
big 18 most creditable to the publishers. Its literature is of the first order. History,
“Migﬁp Y, travel, and story, are combined with much skill ; which, together with trade

encoy. " 804 literary notices, render it & most interesting magazine, and well worthy of
OUragement,

thep Tom Me

OfWGEg’ave received a short pamphlet on * Ventilation and Warming,” by Sheriff Ruttan,
degirg ?‘“’8: and which describes somewhat imperfectly a system for effecting the above
Signg Ofe Purposes, which is the rcsult of many years study and experience. The de-

Com. 18 A“'-thner, Nos. 1 and 2, for houses, are very chaste and beautiful. .We
v ™end parties who are erecting Churches, or planning how to heat or ventilate
builq i v, OmMunicate with Sheriff Ruttan. His recommendation to those about to
Rothiy that if your architect does not know how to put lungs into your house, have

8t all to do with him.” :
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SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE,
MISSIONARY AND ECOLESIASTICAL.

It may o interesting to many of our readers to know, by a bricf statement, what the
Religious Societies of Canadn East are doing in the various fields of their operations,

From the Report of tho Montreal Auxiliary Bible Socioty, we find that it has forits sphero
of operations the districts of Montreal, St. Francis, and Threo Rivers, comprehending 35
Counties of Eastern Oanada and 12 Counties of Canndn West, with a population in 1853
of 762,240, about two-thirds of whom are Roman Catholics. For the ycar 185G:there
were issued from tho Depository 3706 Bibles, 6149 Testaments, 161 portions, altogether
12,015 copies ; making the issucs from the first organization of the Society, 200,00,
The total receipts are £1724 6s. 7d.  Besides tho agent at tho Depository, the Society
employs one travelling agent and two colporteurs,

— Tho twenty-first annual report of tho Montreal Religious Book and Tract Society
informs us that its operations extend over Canada Enst and the district of the Ottawa,
Its whole issue of Books and Tracts for 1856, in the English, French, Gaelic, German,
Danish, Swedish, Portugucse, Spanish, Italian and Greek lnnguages, tegether with Tractg
for the blind, was 237,017. The receipts and expenditure for the year were £1098 163, 4d,
Five Cotporteurs were employed o part of the year, and {wo are now engnaged as perma-
nent laborers in connection with this Society, one in the city, the other in the country,

— Trom the twenticth report of the Canada Sunday School Union, whose head quar-
ters are in Montreal, it appears that it employs two permanent travelling agents to visit
existing Schools and to organise new ones. Of Library Books, Bibles, lymn Books and
Tracts, it issued in 1866, 18,601, making a total since the organization of the Union of
86%7,684. In 105 Schools connected with this Union there are 513 male and 480 femals
teachers. The scholars, male and female, amount to 6226, of whom 5328 can read, and
900, or nearly one-sixth, cannot read. 20,382 volumes are reported in the Libraries, and
the oldest school is that of St. Gabricl Street Presbyterian Ohurch, Montreal, established
in 1820. The total reccipts and expenditure have been £535 13s. Td.

~— From the cighteenth annual report of the French Canadian Missionary Society, we
find that the Institution at Point aux Trembles for Canadian boys and girls is in & good
condition. There are in it about 76 scholars, 42 of whom are boys and 33 girls, under
the care of 4 male and 2 female teachers. In the Institute and Mission Stations there
aro 200 scholars. Tho Society, through its agents, occupies 11 stations, employs 2
ordained permanent missionaries, 10 catechists, 1 teacher, 2 colporteurs. The Lady
Dircctress of the Girle' Institute, with her daughter and six of the wives of the Cate
chists, assist as opportunity offers in missionary work. The receipts are £2947 12, 1d.
The expenditure for Point aux Trembles is £1805 11s. 1d.; for evangelization, £151 s,
84, ; for colportage, £573 3s. 1d.; for gencral agent and general secretary, £444 b3, 9d.;
for miscellaneous matters, £180 4s, 6d.; total, £3220 9s. 9d. Woe understand that the
Rev. D. Frager, of Montreal, has been requested by this Society to obtain for its services,
while he i3.in Europe, an ordained missionary and several colporteurs.

— The Rev. Mr. Stevenson, Missionary from the Presbyterian Church of Canada,. his
arrived after a long passage at his destination in India, After consulting with Dr. Duff
and the Missionaries in (Jalcutta, it has heen decided that he shall occupy the City of
Bancoorah, the centre of a large and populous district, in which no Missionary hag yet
permanently labored. He is assisted by one of the native converts from the Free Church
Institute, Calcutta. Mr. S/s letters will be found in the “ Record.”

— The annual meeting of Coté Street Free Church, Montreal, was held in the
Church on the 23rd ult., and from the report issued it appears that the congregation are
in a very flourishing condition. Much interest was added to this meeting from the cir-
cumstance that the esteemed pastor, the Rev. D. Fraser, was on the eve of departing for
a few months for Europe, partly and mainly as the deputy of our College Oommittes,
with a view of soliciting aid from the sister churches in Britain on behalf of “Knoxs
College,” Toronto. Several of the ministerial brethren of the city took part in the
proceedings, and the Divine blessing was implored on Mr. Fraser and his family, for
the successful issue of his mission, and for his safe return. to his attached flock.

— The annual meeting of the St. Gabriel Strect Free Ohurch, Montreal, was held o
tho 27th ult., in the Church, and s gratifying report was given of the progress of the.
congregation during the past year. The numerous-friends of this.venerable Ghurch, the
oldest Protestant Church in the Province, will be pleased to know that it'is atili in:#
healthy condition.
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— The Rev. Thomas McCrie, D.D., Professor of Theology in the English Presbyterian
College, has been lecturing with great eclat in Excter Hall, London, on the “Early
History of tho English Reformation” At tho first Lectyre, * The Lollards in England,”
Professor L. Levi presided ; at the second, ¢ The Reformation under Henry VI1I,” Lord
Panmure presided ; ot the third, # The Marrian Persccution,” the Hon. A. Kinnaird, M.P.,
will preside; at the fourth, * The Martyr Bishops of England,” the Earl of Shaftesbury
will presido.  These Lectures are delivered under the auspices of the Young Men's Pres-
byterian Societics, London.

The Free Church College, Edinburgh, has been closed with o most intercsting and
gcholarly address by Principal Cunningham, D. D. To the students he says:—That
the subjects which ought to have the lnrgest sharo of their timo and attgntion at Gollego
were the critical and exact study of the Sacred Scriptures in the original languages,
and the mastering of the leading doctrines of the System of Christian Theology.” He
further animadverts in strong terms on the statements of a 1ate review of Dr. Chalmers
writings in the “ North British Review,” alleged to be written by Archbishop Whately.
To three points in this article ho dirccts attention : First, the attempt {0 ropresent Dr.
Chalmers as opposed in heart and fecling to some of the Doctrines of the Confession of
Faith. Sccond, its unscriptural and loose statements on the doctrine of Inspiratlon.
Third, its attacks.on Creeds and Confessions in general.  In the treatment of each of theso
points the Principal, with clear and convineing rensonings, vindicates the character of his.
illustrious predecessor from the reviewer’s aspersions, points out the ancient and Seriptural
doctrines-of the Church on the question of the Inspiration of the Word, and maintains
the Scriptural character and the value of the Confession of Faith, He concludes by
saying that “in consequence of the indications which had been given of late of the pre-
valence of great ignorance of the Confession of Faith among the ministers of the Freo
Church, he had some intention, did time permit, to go over it with the fourth ycar stu-
dents next term.” This able and interesting valedictory address was received with
much spplause.

Evaxceticat Artiance—The Rev. Dr. Schaff says ho hasreceived tho following notico
from Berlin, with a request to make it known in America :—~The next meeting of the Evange-
lical Alliance will be held, by special invitation of the King of Prussia, in Berlin, from Sep-
tember 10th to the 16:L. It will be preceded, on the evening of the 9th, by a prayer-mecting
in the German, French, and English languages. The opening sermon will be preached
by Dr. Krummacher., The first three days will bedevoted to the discussion of the follow-
ing questions :—1, Unity and difference among the children of God. 2. Causes and
remedies of the want of Christian life and activity among the Churches. 3. Tho general
priesthood of believers, 4. The duty of Evangelical Clrristians in relation to the aggress-
ive movements of Romanism. The remainder of the scason will be devoted to the hearing
of reports on the state of the missionary work among Jews and heathens, and the state
of Christianity and the Church in Germany, France, Holland, England, the United States,
and other countries. The whole to close by the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, in
different languages. This will be the first meetibg of the kind held in the Land of Luther
and the Reformation. American Churches desiring io be represented in this Alliance,
should select their deligates at an early period.

INTERESTING STATISTIO8.—We seo it stated from the census tables—(United States)
that the Methodist Church is the richest in this country (in Church property), and the
Presbyterian is nearlv equal with it, each holding about fifteen millions of dollar’s worth.
Next are the Episcopalians and Baptists, with less than twelve millions each; Congre.
gotionalists, eight millions ; Dutch Reformed, four millions. But the Methodists aro
pre-cminent not only in the money value of their churches, but in the practical matter
of accommodation for hearers of the Gospel ; having scats for over four million persons,
or one geat for every three dollars and three-quarters’ worth of property.

The Baptists come closely, if at all behind them, accommodating over three millions,
or about the same proportion ; and the denominations commonly. understood to direct
their expectations rather more to the select few who are “called” among the  wise,” the
“mighty,” and the ¢ nobls,” expend their money on & comparatively smgll number of

- more “ ¢cligible” geats for worshippers, bringing a vastly higher rent.

The Episcopalians, whose church property is about equal with that-of the Baptists,
make it go one-fifth as far in “ preaching the Gospel to all sorts and couditions of men
—seating only six hundred thousand hearers,,or one for every twenty dollars.

The Congregationalists, do better, seating eight hundred thousand, or one for every ten
dollars ; and the Presbyterians next best, seating over two millions, or one for every
geven dollars and & balf.—Examiner. + T
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LITERARY.

We notico the publication of o book in Edinburgh entitled # The Chronology ~f Urea.
tion, or Geology and Scripture reconciled, by Capt. Thos. Hntton, F. G. 8., which.dig.
,cngses tho snme questions as those contained iu the “ Testimony of tho Rocks,” of which
tho author takes in somo respects very different views. . ’
'Tho Three Gatherings” is the title of a new work from the ablo pan of Dr. Brown, of
Edinburgh. It treats (1) of tho gathering of tho Outcasis of Isracl; (2) of tho Gens
tiles to those Outcasts; and (3) of all Isracl aud tho fullness of the Gentiles,
“ Ohristinnity and our ZErn, & Book for the Times, by the Rev. Georgo Gilfillan?
i3 Just issucd. It treats of much the same topics as Dr. Buchanan's # Modern Atheism,”
“Revival of Family Religion in opposition to tho Sabbath School System,” is the ti<
tle (;5 o pamphlet published in Edinburgh by the Rev. Archibald Brown, a minister of
the United Original Scceders.
The Rev. Mr. Caird of Errol's Scrmon before the Queen has been translated into Ger- !
man by Chevalier Bunsen, and 10,000 copies sold. :
A Curious PrriopioAt.~The Prussinn periodical press can boast of a great novelty, -
namely, & political newspaper, written in the Hebrow languagoe. It is published at Jo< ;
hanisberg, in Enstern Prussin, and fte editor is n Rabbi Silbermann, at Sijik. Tho Hae: |
HMagia, the * Anouncer.” It is a weckly paper, and its cost is only threo shillings a ~
quarter, or three pence the single number.  The circulation of He Magid is not limited *
to Prussia ; it has also a large sale among the Jews of Poland and Russia. During the
Emperor Nicholas's reign this would have been impossible, but Alexander II has rex
moved the prohibition against Hebrew printing and Icbrow literature in the Russian. :
empire. D
Sm WiLiiax Haurnroy's Works.—Thoe logical and metaphysical lectures of the lalo. ;
distinguished Professor Sir Williaj Bemilton, of Edinburgh, will shortly appear  They °
aro to be published by Messrs Blng;cwood' & Sons, nnder the cditorship of the Rev. H, L, -
Mansel, of Oxford, assisted by Mr J. Veitch, an old pupil of Sir William’s, who, wo be- :
liove, had also something to do with carrying the now cdition of Dugald Stewart’s works. ;
through the press. Mr Mansel's name is o guarantce of careful editorship, as he posscsses:
in a high degree the philosophic insight and scholarly erudition indispensable for the !
work. He is, morcover, o professed disciplo of Sir William, and by directing attention |
to his speculations hes contributed perhaps more than any other Univecsity man to re~ ¢
vive the study of philosophy at Oxford. The lecturcs, which will probably extend {o: |
three or four volumes, are we believe, left in a tolerably completo form; but whether ¥
any other papers arc in a stato for publication we bave not yet heard. Sir William; 3
must, however, have left a number of philosophical fragments ; and we hope that, ia; -
dealing with these, the editor will not be too fastidious, but, in the exercise of a wise:*

liberality, publish as many ts possible,—Leader. , i
i

Dn. L1viNGSTONE AND THE BooxstLLERS.—In a mnote to tho London .Athencum. Df.
Livingstone says :—* The principal object of my prolonged sojourn in this country is {0, ¢
prepare a narrative of my travels and discoveries for general information. Great has %
been my surprise to find o host of pirates start up, who, upon the strength of some foy, :
extracts from certain letters of mine, collected without my consent or knowledge, have ;
published what they are pleased to call a narrative of my travels, and, by artful wording !
of their advertisements, lead the public to believe that these works emanate from me.' :
1 appeal, therefore, to you from the high position and influence you hold in the world of. {
literature, to warn the public against such deception.” .

ANTIQUITY OF PrinTiNG IN Cmina—According to the best authorities, the art of-é
printing was known in China upwards of 900 years ago. In the time of Confucius, B, 0.
600, books were formed of slips of bamboo ; and about 160 years after Christ, paper wag. ;
first made ; A. D. 745, books were bound into leaves ; A. D. 900, printing was in general ;
use. The process of printing is simple. The materials consist of a graver. blocks of
wood, and a brush, which the printers carry with them from place to place. Withont,
wheel, or wedge, or screw, a printer will throw of mora than 2500 impressions in-one:.
day. The paper (thin) can be bought for one-fourth the price in China that it canin;’
any other country. The works of Confucius, six volumes, four hundred leaves, octavo,. ;
can be bought for ninepence. : s

— A contemporary states that the authoress of the Life of Hedley Vicars is the Iady",
who was to have been married to that eminent Christian soldier, should he bave .
returned from the Crimean campaign., She i3 also the author of a new work, “ ‘I'h_ogg

Victory Won.” X i
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