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CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL HAS RECEIVED

An Honorable Mention at Paris FExhtbition, 1878,

Recommended by the Minister of Education for Ontario,

Recommended by the Counctl of Publio Instruction, Quebec.
Recommendded by Chief Superintendent of Education, New Brunswick.
Recommended by Chief Superintenldent of Education, Nova Scotia
Recommended dy Chief Superintendent of Education, British Columbia.
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Thd Publishers frequently receive letters from their friends com.
plaining of the non-receipt of the JOURNAL. In explanation they
would state, as subscriptions are necessarily payable in advance, the
mailing olerks have instructions to discontinue the paper when a sub. |
scription expires. The clerks are, of course, unable to make any dis-
tinction in a list containing names from all parts of the United States
and Canada.

SCHOOL MATTERS IN THE ONTARIO LEGISLATURE.
It is not expected that any important changes will be made
in the school law during the present session. Two or three
members of the House have, however, introduced amendments
concerning details in the working of the law. Theone thal
most concerns teachers was introduced by Mr. Watters, of
North Middlesex, and provides for the reduction of the sum-
mer holidays from six to three weeks. Several members
spoke in favor of the amendment. It is unfortunate that in
a Local Legislature there are always £ number of members
who seem to pride themselves ou showing that they never
had the opportunity of acquiring liberal and enlightened
views concerning eéducational matters. It was pleasing to
notice the fact that one at least of the new members holds
views in accordance with those of intelligent educators and
“social science reformers in all civilized countries, and is able
to oxprees them in an able and decided manner. Dr, Mec-
Laughlin, of West Durham, showed that the number of
cases of brain-fever and other brain affections in children
under twelve years of age was frightfully on the increase, and
proved very clearly that compelling Zifle children (the CIﬂoB'
for whom the advocates of the proposed amendment were
speciglly pleadiug) to go long distances in the hot sun and sit
in close, musty school-rocms studying sll day, must have an
injurious effects on their mental and physical natures.

Hon. Mr. Crooks showed that the number of school
days in Ontario was moce than in England or the United
States, but promised to deal with the matter, if necessary,
in a Bill which he proposes to introduce. There is one question
to which we would respectfully direct his attention. In the
29th clause of his Bill of last session no distinction was made

|

between the erection of & new school-house to take the place

-

, of an old one, and the providing of necessary additional ac-

commodation. We think a distinction might be clearly and
simply made which would remove the anomaly of holding the
rustees personally responsible for providing accommodation
for the pupils seeking admission, and yet directly crippling
them in their efforts to do so.

The School Book question was brought before the House
by an enquiry by Mr, Baxter. The Minister of Education
explained his duty to be to see ‘that the public is supplied
with text books of the highest merit and best mechanical
construction at the lowest possible prices.

When Mr. Crooks assumed his present position, he found
the policy of the old Council of Public Instructior with regard
to the authorization of Text books to be surrounded with
many difficulties in its practical working. He at once entered
upuu & careful investigation of the departmental, commercial,
and public aspects of the question, aud was led to the con-
clusion that he had two clear duties to perform; TFirst, to
authorize the best possible books in the different subjects,
and second, to have them sold at the lowest possible prices,
provided that they should always be printed and bound in
accordance with departmental regulations. A carefully
selected list of books was authorized, and the policy adopted
resulted in the production of the best school books ever pub-
lished in Canade. There isno comparison between the
mechanical execuvion of the books of to-day and those of five
years ago. In some cases there may yet be room for im-
provement, but Mr, Crooks only requires to persevere in the
course he hes adopted, to ensure in a short time a series of
text-books ot which any country might feel justly proud.

The clearest proof that the books seclected by Mr. Crooks
possesses genuine merit, both as to cheapness and contents,
is found in the facts that they have to a large extent sup-
planted those formerly in use, and that most of them have
recently been adopted in the other provinces of the Dominion
in which changes have taken place.

THE UNIVERSITY OF HALIFAX.

<

The report of the Registrar of the above University for the
year 1879 contains the following summary : «Seven examina-
tions were held during the past year, attended by 25 candidates,
of whom 17 passed and 8 were rejected. Up to this time 57
candidates have been examined, 40 of whom have passed, the
nature of the examination and the standard of attainment ve-
quired of candidates accounting for the large number of rejec-
tions. Every one of the affiliated colleges, with the single
exception of Acadia, have sent up candidates to one or wore of
the examications, and Pictou Acudemy and Halifax High
School have both successfully prepared candidates for matricu-
lation. The support of the colleges is making itself more felt
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each year as the advantages of free and fair competition between
the students of the various institutions ave becoming more gen®
erally recognized.

Our Nova Bcotis notes for this month furnish a tolerably
complete report of the proceedings of the Senate of the Univer-
sity at its recant annual Sessior. From these sources of infor-
mation we gather that tho University, if not meeting the
anticipations of its more sanguine promoters, is nevertheless
developing with reascnable rapidity, and has fair prospeots of
ultimate success. As the Senate is chiefly composed of repre-
sentatives of the affiliated colleges, the indirect benefits accru-
ing to the cause of higher education frore. the friction of mind
on mind must be very considerable. Nithout at all entering
upon the vexed questions ofdarge against small, or State against
Denominational Colleges, we think none can dispute the fact
that in small, igolated institutione such as the College of Nova
Scotia, there is an inevitable tendency towards narrowpess of

sision and monotony of procedure. By bringing together, in
frank educational conference, the Faculties of the several Col-
leges of the Province, the University has supplied 2 force which
will materially strengthen the power of resisting such tendency.
Sofar as this point is concerned, the University Act may be
considered to bo in the direct interest of the Colleges, as tending
to promote their efficiency. As to its effect in an externa]
unification of higher training in the Province, we could pro-
nounce more definitely than we can do now, hud the Colleges
been required to hold their degree-conferring powers in abey-
ance as a condition of affiliation, or had they voluntarily con-
sented to such abnegation of chartered rights. Under existing
circumstances, we can only await tho issue of the experiment
with great interest.

UNIVERSITY REFORM.

Before long, if not during the present session, an effort will
be made by the management-of the University of Toronto and
of University College to induce the Legislature to make ad-
ditions to the revenue of these institutions. As to the course
which the Legislature ought to take in dealing with such an
application it will be time enough to express an opinion when
the grounds on which it is based are made public, but even at
this stage of the agitation it is proper to say that no such ap-
plication is likely to be very successful until the public are made
thoroughly acquainted with the state of the University en-
dowment.

It is one of the educational anomaslies of the day that the
proceedings of the University Senate are withheld almost en-
tirely from the public view. There is not another trust of so
great importance, either financislly or educationally, in the
Province, and, strange to say, about this most important one
of all the public know literally nothing. Nor do the graduates
themselves know much more. Some of them are members of
Senate, and many of them are members of Convoeation, but
the Senate proceedings are secrét and Convocation never meets
for the transaction of business. We do not wish to be regarded

as insinuating bad management of the trust, much.lees positive

wrong-doing ; but at the same time we teke the liberty of warn-
ing all parties jnterested that in order to make the University
and College as popular as they ought to be the Sonate meetings
must bo thrown open to the public,

Thero is another matter which comes up in this conneotion,
and which is entitled to attention on ¢uite other grcunds. This

is the expediency of making certain changes in the course of -

study in University College. The change most needed just now
is to shorten that course by cutting off the first year altogether,
This would make! the College more officient by enabling the
professors.and tutorsito devotv themselves more exzclusively to

advanced instead of elemetitary work. There is not, and never

has been, encugh of téaching done in that institution, and one
great reason for this defect has been the want of time.on the
part of thoe teachers. The work of the first year in the Col-
lege is purely elementary, and canbe done not merely ss well,
but very much better, in the High Schools of the Province,
Once—and. tha} not many years ago—this assertion could not
have been made, but during the past few years a great revolu.
tion has been wrought in the condition of the High Schools
and the character of the work they do. The teaching of
classics, malhomatics, English, French-and German—and these
cover the whole ground of first year work in University Col-
lege—can bs more efficiently jperformed up to a certain point
in a good High School than in any college ; and, we havé no
hesitation in affirming that that point is at least as high as the
upper limit of the present High School programme. The
“Upper School ” work in High Schools coincides pretty
closely with the first year course in the Collage, and the schools
would be as much benefitted by having this work to do as the
college would be beneiitted by being relioved of it.. Every
High School master wants to keep his pupils as long a8 he can,
and he certainly should be allowed to keep them through the
whole course where his doing sois quite compatible with the
interest at once of the pupils and the public..

THE SPECIAL GRANT TO COLLEGQIATE INSTITULES.

« Head Master’s’ criticism of the basis on which a specia]
grant of $750 ic made to each Collegiate Institute will, we have
reason to believe, meet with the approval of the great majority
of High School mesters. The condition whick discriminates in.
favor of the Coliegiate Institutes is, as ©“ Head Master ’ affirms,
a part of the old system ; it iz based upon wrong principles and
is attended with unsatisfactory results. If the Latin test is to
be retained,  Head Master " is probably right in recommend-
ing the reduction of the averags number from sixty to forty,
and the introduction of certain other conditions, especially that
of insisting on a certain average attendance of * Upper School ”
pupils. Doubtless the evils of the present system have not
esceped the attention of the Minister of Education ; but whether

he will feel inclined to meddle with what the Collegiate sup-

porters may warrantably claim as * vested rights,” is another
question. It would, perhaps, be inexpedient to withdraw tho
special grant to the Institutes ; hut certuinly something ahould
be done for those excelient schools, several of which, as ¢ Head

;éf’,
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Mastor ” suys, are superior to some of the Institutes, and on
a par with the best of them. If tho Legislative grant for High
School purposes were increased, the increase might be so appor-
ioned &s to materially benefit iiose schools, which in all but
the unsatisfactory Latin test ave tho equals of the Institubes.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MINISTER OF
' EDYCATION.

The Annual Report of the Hon. Mr. Crooks for 1878 was
laid before the Legislature on January 15th., It is not quite
80 large a volume as some of its predecessors, but it contains
fully as much valuablo information regarding all grades and
classes of the schools of Ontario, There are some who com-
plain because the report for 1878 is mot brought down
until 1880, Thisis gaite as early as passible, however. It
must be remembered that the reports from Trustees and
Inspectors for 1879 were not all sent in to the Department at
the time Mr, Crooks presented his report for 1878. In some
States the school year ends at Midsummer, and the Annual
Reports presented to Legislatures can thus be brought down
+o within six months of their date of issue. There is some
reason for such a course, too, in the fact that the long vacation
then separates the two school years.

The following arb selestions from the smnmaries in the
Minister's Report : )

I.—BECEI’TS AND EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC SOHOOL MONRYS.

The Receipts,

1, The amount apportioned from the legislative grant was 8263,-
538—increase, §6,5676. 'Tho apportionment is made to tho several
counties, townships, cities, towns and incorporated villages, accord-
ing to the ratio of the population in each, 83 compared with the
whole population of the province. The principle of. distributionis
according to the average attendance and the time of keeping open
the schools, public and separate, in each municipality.

2. Tho amount apporticned from. the legislative grant ({hrough
the Educational Dapository) for the purchase of maps, apparatus,
prize and library books was 816,766 —decrease, $2,347.

3. The amount from county municipal assessmont was 8872,354,
showing an increase of -$14,029.

4, The amount available from trustees’ school assessment was
$1,405,680—Ceorease, $158,49.

5. The amount from Clergy Reserves moneys, and from othsr
sources, applied to school purposes i 1878, wax $594,984—de-
crease, $35,702,

6. The total raceipts far all publie achool ~purposas for the year
1878 amonnted to 83,247,321, showing a decreass of $175,863 over
the totul receiptas of the preceding year.

The Expenditure.

1. The amount paid by trusteez for ssleries of teachers in 1878
was $2,011,207—decrease, $26,891.

2. For maps, globes, prize books and libraries, §42,507—decrease,
$5,032. The jecgislative aid given to trastees (through the Edn-
cational Depository) for theso ohjects was $15,756. .

3. For nites and building of school-houses, §413,392—Aecrezse,
$64,000. For soveral years after the pessage of the School Act of
1871, s'large amount waa yosrly experded in the erection of new
achool houses, so that the chimiry is tolerably well aupjziied with
them. A deseease of this itam may therefore be expected for some
years {0 come. ’ .

4, ¥or rent and repairs of school-houaes, &o., $422,239— de-
creasd, $88,213. - -

5. Total expenditure for all public_achool purposes, $2,889,347
—desrease, $184,142,

6. Balance of school moneys not paid at the end of the year
when the patarns weramade, $357,974—increase, $8,278. )

Schools »as

I1.—850:100L POPULATION, AGES OF PUPILS, PUPILS ATTENDING PUBLIO
SOHO00L8, AVERAGE ATTENDANCE.

4 \

The Statuto requires that the trustaes’ returns of school popula-
tion shall include tho entire number of children resident in their
school division ; and it confers the equal right of attending the
schools upon all residents in such divisions between the ages of
five and twenty-une years. .

1, The school population (comprising only children between the
ages of five and sixteen years) roported by irustees was 492,360—
decrense, 2,444,

2. The auber of pupils between the ages.of five and sixtesn
zears attending the achools was 467.438—deorease, 1,808. Num-

er of pupils of other ages attending the schools, 21,682—decreaso,
87. Total number of pupils attending the schools, 489,0156—de-
crease,} 1,845, :

8. The number of boys attending the schools, 260,400—decrease,
670. The number of girls attending the schools, 228,6156—de-
crease, 1,176.

4. The number reported a8 not attending any school for four
months during the year is 27,416—increase, 1,441. These were
betWeen the ages of seven angd twslve years, during which school
boards and trustees are required by the Pablic Schools Act to see
that all the children in their schoo! districts attend school for four
months in the year.

3. The average attendance, viz., the aggregate daily attendance
divided by the legal number of teaching days in the year, was 224,-
588-—increase, 7,404,

IIT,—CERTIFICATES, ANNUAL SALARIES OF TEACMERS,

1. Number of teachers, male and female.—In the 4,990 schools
reported, 6,473 teachers have been employed—increase, 5; of whom
3,060 are mals teachers—increase, 40 ; and 3,413 are female teach-
ers— decrease, 35. It will thus be seen that there.are about 400
more female than male teachers. .

2. Teachers® Certificates~Total number of certificated or licensed
teachers reported, 6,478—increase, 5; Provincial Certificates, 1st
class, 210—decrease, 40 ; 2nd class, 1,409--increase, 105 3 County
Board certificates of the old standard, 1st class, 328—decrease, 43 ;
2nd class, 142—increase, 8; 3rd class, none—decrease, 14 ; New
County féoard, 3rd olasa certificates, 3,904——decrease, 22 ; interim
certificates, 480—increase, 11. .

8. Annual salaries of teachers.—The highest salary paid to a
male teacher in a county, $800—the lowest, 8125 ; in a city, the
highest, $1,000—the lowest, 500 ; in a town, the highest, $1,200
—the lowest, $200. The average salary of male teachers in
counties was $382—of female teachers, $247 ; in cities, of male
teachers, £730—o0f fomale teachers, $313 ; in towns, of male teach.
ers, $677—of fomaie teachers, $274. The average decrease of
malo teachers’ salaries for the province during 18781s $2 per male
teacher. -

IV.—ROMAN CATHOLIC SEPARATE SCHOOLS.

1. Tae aumber of Roman Catholic Separate Schools is 177—
decrease during the year, 9, .

2. Receipts,—The amount apportioned and paid by the Depart-
ment of Education from the Legislative Grant Yo Separate Schools,
according to average-attendance of pupils, as compared with that
at the Public Schouls in the same Municipalities, ‘was $1%,620—
increase, $244. The amount apportioned and paid for the pur-
chinse of reape, prize books and libraries, upon the usugl condition
of an equal-aum being provided from local sources, was $788—
decrease, §442, The amount of achool zates from the supporters
of Suparate Schools was 379,120 —increase, $6,942. The amvunt
subscribed by supporters of Separate Schools, and from wother
sources, was $85,019—increase, 85627. Totsl amount received fromn
all sources vwau $137,648—increace, 87,282,

3. endifure —For payment of teacbers, 870.36 —increase,
$100 ; for maps, prize books and libraries, $1.914—decrease, $896;
for sites and building achoo! houses, §25,864; for other school
purposes, 22,479, :

2. Pupils.—The number of pupils reported as attending thka
Separate Schools was 25,280—increase, $28. 4verage attwmdance,
13,172—increass, 623.- ’

5. The whole number of toachers employed in the Separate

333—decrease, 1; male teachers, 104—decrease, 1;
femele tegchers, 229: <, ~ .

6. Tho same table shows the branches taught in the Neparate
8chools, and the number of pupilsin each branch; also the num-
beyp of sg}xqoh using maps,:&e.” .

-
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V.—mIoH SCHOOLS, REOEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE, PUPILS, NUMBER
OF G0HOOLS.

Receipts.—~ Tho balances reported from the preceding year (that
is, of monuys not paid out by the 3lst December, 1878), wero
813.810—decrease, $2.856. The amount recoived by the High
School Bnards from legislative grant for the salaries of teachers
was 877,106—1ncrease, §1,947. The amount of legislativo grant
apportioned for maps, prize books, oto., was $1,7906—incronse, $233.
The amount of munieipal grants in support of High Schovls was
$202,848—increnso, $44,064, The amonnt received for pupils’ foos
was $21,681—increase, $828. Balances of tho preceding year and
other sources, $103,046—increase, $18,460. Total recoipts, $420,-
188—increaso, 862,007, ! '

Expenditure.~For s{luries of masters and teachers, $223,010—
increase, $11,402 ; forbuilding, rent and repairs, $83,968—increase,
832.551 ; for fuel, books and contingencies, $83,904—increass,
§7,606; for maps, prize books, apparatus and libraries, $5,126-—
increase, 8789. Total expenditure for the year 1878, $396,010—
increase, $62,300. Balanco of moneys, not paid out at the end of
the year, $24,178—increase, $10,367.

Number of Pupils, 10,574—increase, 1,345,

Number of Schools, 104.

VI.—n168 SCHOOLS, NUMBER OF PUPILS IN THE VARIOUS BRANCHES,
MISCELLANEOTUS INFORMATION.—HEAD MASTERS AND THEIR
UNIVERSITIES.

Table I shows both the subjects taught and the number of
pupils in each subject in each of the High Schools, the nomes,
university degree (or certificato) of the Head Master, and the
number of masters employed in each school, &e.

No. of Pupils.—In English Grammar and Literature, 10,488 ; in
Composition, 9,844 ; in Reading, Dictation and Elocution, 10,184 ;
in Penmanship, 7,683 ; in Linear Drawing, 2.881 ; in Book-kecping,
4,011; in Aritbmetic, 10 450 ; in Algebra, 10,212 ; in Geometry,
9.723 ; in Mensuration, 5483 ; in History, 9,855 ; in Geography,
10,074 ; in Natural Philosuphy, 2,876; iu Chemistry, 2,879; in
Nutural History, 242 ; in Physiclogy, 828; in French, 8,588 ; in
German, 516 ; in Latin, 4,729 ; in Greck, 883 ; in Gymnastics and
Drill, 1,822,

Of the school-houses, 74 wero of brick, 20 stone, 10 frame ; 6
were rented or leased, the rewainder freehold. The tendency
everywhere is to improve the buildings and grounds required for
High School purposes, so as to make each High School worthy of
its now recognized position of being the local College,

It is astonishing how careless candidates for the position of
teacher sometimes are in vhespelling, grrmmatical construction,
urrangement, &c., of their applications. The following are
given as selections from a number received in answer to a single
advertisement by a School Board in England :—

No. 8.—1 have a kind and enticing way with me with children-
I am honest and industriouns,” &e.

No_ 13.—~Present3 his application and testimonials on four sheets
of badly written aud untidy note paper, each sheet different both
in size and_color from its companions. This is not a case where
‘* variety pleases.”

No. 27.—*Mr. A. B. thinks it sufficiently respectful in this case
to write his application on a lIeaf of paper torn from a ohild’s ordi-
nery exerciso book. Hisstyle of abbreviation, too, is not good.
Tkese are specimens—*‘gov.,” ** axam.,” ¢ off ” (for offer), ““ass.”
{for assistant, I suppose f).

No, 82.~~Writes very nicely on scented paper, and “ hopes you
will think favorably and let him know. He was in conjunction
with good discipline popular with his class.” (Vide ters.)

No. 49.—Mr. has been used to “Sunday Duty,” and
I suppose lest the precious contents of his interesting com.
municatior: should escape during transmission through the pobt,
he drops his sealing-wax on the thoroughly adhesive envelope in
thres several places. These drops may be to act as watchmen !
Stay ! perhaps they were meant as © kisses ” for our kind-hearted
Rev. Secretary.

No. bi.—* Sir, I being an asgiicant for a sitaation of an Awsist-
ant Master seo that you are adverticing for one.”” Head Masier
““can confidently recoramend” this genileman *“to any schoo

.

committce.” Perhaps so, but from the gencral style of his letter,
others may be‘allowed to question the propriety of his doing so.

No. 657.~This 18 unique. ‘* Having seen your sdveriisement X
beg to off myself for the cituation.” T am not the holder of a
cortificato.”” "(What a pity 1) The writer of this application pre-
sents six testimonials, .&.m{ can ‘‘ produce others from the Rev. Dr.

e gud W, E, = B. A.,” if required, He is, however,
unfortnnate in' tho selection of those %ent. Test 1 :—Mr. A. B,
‘ bears an irroprochable character " and ¥ comes out of a very ex-
colont family.” ¢ His diligonce as a Sunday school teacher,” &e.
Teat 2:—** T heroby certif that Mr. , whome I have known,”
&c., and * whome I highly respect,” &c. - Test 3:— He is the
son of&tz very respectable family and has born the highest charac-
ter,"‘ s i

—A case was recently decided by Mr. G. T. Denizon, Police
Magistrate of Toronto, which is of importance to the teachers
of the whole province of Ontario. There is, unfortunately, a
clsss of men in nearly every community who speak and act to-
wards teachors a8 thotigh they were persons without rights, and
it objects on whom to vent unlimited amounts of ill-natured

abuse. With & view of teaching a leszon to one of these, who

bad used abnsive language towards one of the female teachers on
their staff, the Committee on School Management of the Toronte
School Board advised his prosecution, not to injure him, but
that he and others might be taught not to interfere with teach-
ers in the discharge of their (‘1‘ ties. The magistrate imposed a
fine of one dollar and costs on 'the offender, and bound him to
provide surcties that he would keep the psace fbr one Jear,
It is time pavents learned that they canunot with impunity
disturb a school while in session. They have a right to go to
the school as visitors and as such every right-minded and. pro-
perly qualified teachur will welcome them. Tley have no Jegal
elaim upon tho teacher’s attention, however, during school
hours, and they ave certainly not justified either by politeness
or law in disturbinga class by an unmannerly attack on the
teacher. N '

”~

—We have received the tenth Semi-gnnual Circnlar (or Re-
port) of Dr. Rand, Chief Superintendent of Schools in New
Brunswick. It contains a considerable ameunt of statistical
matter, examination questions, official notices, &c. The notes
cn Canadian History, prepared by Herbert C. Creed, A M., are
very concise and well arranged. The monat valuable features of
the circular are the' reports of the Provincial and County Tn-
stitutes. Many of the papers read at them ave given in full,
They are thoughtful discussions of feading educational ques-
tions, and we have obtained permission to publish some of them
for the benefit of the readers of the JogaNaL.

—The last quarterly veport of Dr. Harris contains the fol-
lowing siatistical statement regarding the public Kindergartens
of St. Louis 1~

% Tn the Kindergartens the number of paid teachors was 150 ; of

unpuid teachers, 47 ; total, 197. The average number of pupils

belonging was 4,508,707 whom 2,718 were attendant oun the

primary school Tor half & day, and 1,785 attendant on the Kinder-

gartens slons, The total numbérenrolled in tha Kindergartens
for the ten weeka was 5,838, The number of Kinde g WaE

52—oounting each mworning sud each aftérnoon separately.”
. ‘. . g R . '

%
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—Dr. Harris has given notice to the School Board of St.
Louis that he will not be a candidate for re-election in May
next. This will be a loss to St. Louis, and will bo of serious
jmport to tha profession throughout America, if he retires from
the field of education. During tho twelve years of his in-
apcctoral work the pupils of St. Touis Public Schools have m
creased in number from 15,000 to 50,000.

j1

THE PENMAN'S ART JOURNAL, y
of our most intercsting and valuable exchanges, sud one which
we can éarnestly commend to all who have to do with penman-
ship, either as teachers, pupils, or as professions! pen artists.
It is conducted by Prof. D. T. Awmes, who has long beeh recog-
nized as the lending pen artist of America. His compendium
of *Practical and Ornaméentsl Penmanship ” is the most com-
prehensive and complete handbook in the Penmsa’s art we
have ever examined. Prof. Ames' great experience and skill,
ag author and teacher of penmanship, is couspicuously maifést
through the columns of his Journal.

We are also in receipt of a copy of the Lord's Prayer,
which i given as a premium to each subseriber. It is indedd
a rare gem of pen arb, and a valuable picture.

@ondributions and Corvespondence,
EDUCATION AT THE ANTIPODES. -

$¥ J. GEORA® HODGINS, LL.D., *\R.G.B., DEFUTY MININTAR OF
EDUCATION, TORONTO,
' 430, TIL—EONCLUDED. :

New South Wales, the o’iilesb colony in A.ustraha, contama
an ares of 828,600 square miles, and has & populabon of
abéut 520,000,
colony is nnder the d:rection of ¢ Council of Education con-
gisting of five members—three of whom are Kunights, and four
are members of either branch of the Legidlature. The Coun- |
cil bas been in existence twelvo yoars, ~There sre 1,117
schiools under its control—b561 are * publio,” 268 o provx-
sional,”” 112 “half time,” and 178 ** denominational.” “The
pupils attending these schools are as follows: 71,704 at the
¢ public,” 8,707 at the * prousxonal, 2,218 at the * half
_ time,” and 84,5688 at the s donominational” schools ; fowal;

117,262,
and: « half time,” but from' the context it may be assumied
that  provisional ™ schools are those established in sparse
getfloments, and < half time ™ schools are thoze designed: for
young chiliren. The  denominationsl™: schools are those
ander the control of the Church of Englan&, Church of Bome,
Presbytevians and Mothodists. The expendxtnre on behslf of
the schools undex the vontrol of the Council was $1,864,708 ;
foen, $8Z7,747; iotal, $1,712,460. = The. expeunsts of the
Eduoation Oﬁw were $47,068; -of inspection, $60,781 %
training tenchers, $49,978.  The zalaries ‘'of tenshérs Are

The system of elementary education in this.

No explanation isgivenof thiederms @ provisiongl”

fixed at the following soale : Those holding first-olass certifi-
cates, grade A, $1,020; grade B, 8060; second-class, grade
A, $840; grade °.B $780 ; third-class, grade A, $600; grade
B, $600; grado O, $540. To this seale is uppendea the fol-
lowing singular statement: Tho salarics of unmarried male
teachers, married teachers not assisted by their wives, and
fomale feachexs in oharge of schools, ill bo $60 per annum

[less than the foregoing rates. The Conncil however state,

in any publio school whére no residenco is provided, an allow-
ance for rent will bo made fo the teacher in charge. This ia

X o .. |ane ?ellent provision.
Whose prospectus appears in our advertising columns, is one |

The two weak points of the system are stated to be ¢ non-
attendance of pupile " and the « want of efficient local super-
vision," To remedy the former, the Council issued a cireular
towteachers, “guggesting that they should, by personal inter-
views with parents, or by other means in their power, inquire
into the causes of non-attendance of children, and use every
possible oxertion to bring absentees to sshool.” The report
states that “the tenshers; as & body, carried out the sugges:
tions of the cireular with commendabls zeal. . . . More-
over, the eirculay was found to producé a usefnl effect in
another way." The teddhers, by personal inquiry, made them-
selyes acquainted with the views and feelings of the reople
upon the subject of education] . . . Some valugble in-
Zormation has thus Leen elicited,” which it is proposed to tnm
to practical sccount. Apait from the special object here

\ stated, the visits of teachers to the parunts gannot fail o bave

s beneficial effect on the disvipline and educstional progress
of thé schools: We would therefore strongly comuiend the
practice. The second" point of weakness mentioned is the
lack of school supervxslon by the logal boards and trustees.

"|The visits of inspectors are not sufficient to oonntersot the

ill-effects of this local supineness,

Tasmania.—This small colony embracss 26,215 squsve’
qiiles, and contaitts &' population - of sbottt 110,000. The
schools in Tasmania have been managed by & Board of Edu-
cation since 1868. "here were 165 schools in operation
in 1878, with s noming} sttendance of 12,458. 'The average
attendance, however, was QnIyB 082; or not one- -half, The.
expenditures on byhalf of educatxon amounted to $182,400,
divided as.follows : - Salaries- of feschers and other expenses,
$106,000; buildings, $12,800; exhibitions of $25, $50, and:
$100 each; $4,080; niglit-echools;, $1,200 ; sesretary, inspoc-
tors, &o., $9;280. Abont $1,000 are pa.xd 1o traant-officers.

One feature of the Taemaman syatem of education is the’
establishment of. exhx'bxtzons and scholarships for pupils in the
‘public and, superior schaols. These exhibitions and scholar-
ships are ogn_;‘etrod ugon. pnpzla ‘passing sntoesafully from the
prblie to: the saperior schodls, ahd from the- Iatier to the uni-
versities: ‘Their. Vahm wry from $25, $60 and $100; to
$1,000 per aninuin;- The latter re conferred npoti * Tasma:’
pian scholars,” and are aeé:gned to defray their experises at
the English universities. Two ave copforred each year, snd
are tena'ble for four years, In uidxhon to these’ bursaries,
there are wedals and prises conferred npon successful m&;
ﬁstes for tho degraoof “Anomste of Arts . .
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THE SCHOOLS OF ANCIENT GREECE AND ROME.

BY J. A. OULHAM, B.A.

Delivered to the Students of Pickersng College.
(coNcLUDED)

Roman ohildren, like the Grecian, passed theiwr early years under
the mother's guardianship, carefully secluded trom all associations
that might ronder them in tho least un-Roman. Only thoso of the
slaves who were passessed of education were allowed to convorse
in their prosence, lost the pure Ruman dialect might become tainted:
the untaught tongue of a Gallic slave would corrupt the Roman
child, as constant cuntact with tho brogue of a Bhlesian broadens
the pure accont of ar Englsh ouy. About the sixth year both
boys and girls wero sent to school. The Roman boy was not ban-
ished from his mother s side, and separated from tho companion.
ship of his sisters, but, by new ties, new friondships, ho was
gradually weaned from the tender attachments of the nursery.
The separate educativn of the sexes bogan a year or two later. I
am sorry not to be atle to give as full an account of the Roman
ladies’ schools as the interest of the subject demaads. That they
were educated, and that they occupied a much higher position,
socially, than theiv Grecian sisters, thero is no doubt. The wifely
devotion of Fulvia, tho accomplhishments and virtues of Cornelia,
and the wide-reaching influence of Aggrippins, prove the fact ; but
no ray of light is cast un the educational system under which the
characters of these women wore formed. The recognized equality
of the sex alone would go far toward imparting an educelion, in
allowing them to listen to, ard take part ir, the discussions of
their fathers and brothers and husbands. Then, too, they could
read ; and, very probably, they had as pleasing anticipations of
new publications of their favorite authors, 23 tke average modern
young lady hes of the next number of a sexial that will contain
something fresh from the pen of her favorite. We miss female
writers among the Rumasus. Greece had her sweet-voiced Sappho,
and France her Madame de Stasl; and the amount of English
literature of all kinds contributed by women is enormous. Rome,
however, here modestly retires. 1 do not know that .an explana-
tion of the fact has been attempted. Tt was not, at least, due to
the modesty of the sex, nor to their want of spirit ; neither can ws
say that it arose from the scarcity of women at Rome ; for we find
a law in force in the time of Augustus inflicting a fine on bachelors
beyond a certain age, for the purpose of lessening the number of
that useful but much-ridiculed class, which has a few representa-
ives in our own time. Perhaps the explanation may be sought in
this fact : & writer to pro luce anything that will resist the wear of
centuries must have read and studied ; and unremitting application
and concentration of thought was not to be expected from women
whose fickleness and love of pleasurs and excitement have paszed
into a proverb. I must not pass from this subject without attempt-
ing to counteract a prejudice which may have arisen in favor of
the Romans, on comparison of their treatment of the gentler sex
with that of the Greeks ; and I warn you to be chary of champion-
ing the system of the former without careful consideration.

To return to the cducation of the boys. The pedagogue system
was not in vogue. Slaves carried the books of their young masters
to and from school ; but no authority wasgiven them to correct the
faults of their charges. Reading and arithmetic were taught in
almost the same way as in Greece. For writing exerpise, tablets of
wood or ivory, or some such substance, coated with wax, were in
use, They wrote on these with a pointed instrument called a
stylue, whence our word style. Papyrus and parchment, with liquid
ink and reed pens, were also common. Horace gives a description
of his achool days. He writes: ‘“ My father was loth to send me
to the school of Flavius, where big boys, the sons of important

centurions, with their satchels hanging on their shoulders, used to
go, taking thoir toacher's feo ; but he bravely took his boy to
Rome, tobe taught thoso branchoes #hich the children of knights
and senators sre taught; and if any une had seen my clothes and
slaves, he would haveo thought that my outfit was provided from
the coffors of a lony line of ancestors.” To undesstand this, wo
must know somothing of the class distinctions that existed at

Rome. A man was despised there, in the days of the Republie,
unless he could boast of ancestors who had held some of the higher
offices of State  Personal merit, in the case of other men, was
required befrr~ they received any considoration. Theso prejudices,
however, in the time of Horace, were grewing weaker; Cicero
could bnast of no ancestry, and yot he was styled the *fatherof his
country;” und Horace, the son of a provincial auctionesr or -com-
mission merchant, a freedman at that, stood high n the favor of
Augustus. Wo can see then the strength of the paternal love that
nerved the father’s heart to givehis son a hberal education at any
cost. The school of Flavius was a poor provincial ono; and in
order to obtain the advantages of a better, Horace the younger must
go to Rome, ond run the ;:3k of encountering the jeers and taunte
of high-born Roman youths un account of his lower station; and
the father’s purse was drained to furnish tho means of lessening,
as far as possible, the social distance betweon the son and his
school-mates. And Horace is not ungrateful for his father’s watch-
ful care he sperks of him always with affection: and on his
S monumentum wre perennius * he has inscribed s lesson, on which
fathers and sons through all time may ponder with profit

At this timo the Greek language was studied and spoken by every
well-educated Roman. It formed a part of the educational system
sl Rome, and a knowledge of it was indispensable to those who
took a University course, i.c., spent a year or two at the philosophi-
cal schools of Athens, which was still an educational centre. Greek
masters were easily obtained , for Greece was at this time a Roman
province, in the conquest of which many slaves were made, among
whom were some possessed of considerable education. Under
theso masters Roman boys were intruduced to the wide fields of
knowledgo opened to them in the literature of Greece. Philosophy
bad st this time become popular at Rume ; and the tenets of the
old Athenian schools were resurrected f~om the mass of criticism
that had almost overwhelmed them. The writings of tho Roman
poets, moreover, could not k> understood without some acguaint.
ance with their Greek exemplars. So that profit, added to plea-
sure, gave great importance to the study of this Janguage.

According to Horace, flogging was practised as a punishment at
Rome. Ho has handed down to fame, by a stroke of his dry
humor, Orbilius, one of his masters, to whom he applies the cpi-
thet plagosus—** the switch bearing.” The instruments of punish-
ment were the taws and the ferule ; and they were probably often
Renrarved ; for boys were mischievous then as now. Juvenal tells
of & schoulboy’s trick of making the eyes appear sore by anointing
them with some kind of oil, and thereby shirking his part of recit-
ing “The Death of Cato ” at an exhibition given in his school.

Private tutors were frequenily employed by wealthy Romans,
more especially for teaching special branches, as Oratory and Music,
The position of these tutors was notasinecure. They were regard-
ed, by a family of boys who had no love for study, as a commbn
enemy ; and it is well known what a burden & teacher's life can be
made to him by a few refractory pupils.

The public schools were most probably closed at Rome for a sum-
mer vacation, though the question is & disputed one. The great
number of State festivals, both at Athens and Rome, would dispense
with any such vacations as are allowed in our schools ; and we can
easily imagine that occasional holidays were granted to the boys,

e
=4

who appreciated them as boys do now—not because of any definite -
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sonso of pleasure dorived from them, but from the fuct that boys
have a longing for freedom without knowing what it means.

Prizos for good conduct or excellence of work aro rarely mon-
tioned. Thoy may have been given regularly, but it is not proba-
ble that they were, for the State did not provide for thom, and the
pay of the masters was too small to afford them.

Music was not an indispensable part of a Roman’s education.
It did not at Rome, as in Groece, constituto a leading feature in
their festivals and their banquets. Tho pride and vanity of o vic-
torious goneral wero more flattored by a magnificent triumph, whict
satisfied the Roman's love of display, than by a song of victory in
his honor. The harp and tho flute werc used, indeed ; but their
gentle strains had no such charm as the clanging war-horn.  The
Roman dramas were shorn of the choruses that were indispensable
to the droma of the Golden Ago of Greek literaturo ; aanbstan.
tial prize was tho object of the Roman athlete's envy rather than
tho laureled chaplot, the prize in the Greek contests. Hence, music
wes neglected at Rome . the charms of the soothing art were too
subtle to influence the minds of a nation whose business was war,

The university life of the Roman youth resembles, in some ro-
spects, that of mudern times. It consisted in passing a yoar or two
in travel, the greater part of which was spent at Athens, that still,
in philosophy, literature, and art, rcared her head from amid
the ruins of fallen Greece. Diany of that country’s philoso
phers, poets, and statesmen were taken to Rome as hostages ;
many, whose hatred of a fureign yoke furbade them to be witnesses
of their country's disgrace, sought homes among the colonies which
their ancestors had planted in the days of Greece’s prosperity ; but
thero still remained a sufficient number at Athens to retain for Ler
the title of mistress of the world in intellectual culture. The
Roman youth, thercfore, flucked to her schools—some, to free them-
selves from the restraints of home, and find companions in dissipa-
tion, as many English youths of modern times resort to the Conti-
nent in order to free their fathers from an increase of personal re-
sponsibility, and return morally and physically ruined ; others
went for profit. Thoy recognizad tha fact that the calm ratirement,
the holy air, that lingered around the temples and groves of Athens,
the teachings of her philosophers, whom old associations sti.> bound
to the birthplace of their doctrines, gave ripeness of judgmont,
strength of character, stoadiness of purpose, and independence of
thought. Here, too, life-friendships were formed, as in ths case
of Cicero and Atticus, the former of vhom, in his dialogues, con-
stantly alludes to scenes in the city, and conversations held there,
that show the depth of the impression ma.do on his mind by his
university life.

The development of the body was not so systematic at Rome as
at Athens. The more violent exercises)\as wrestling arid boxing,
were left principally to professional athletes. The Campus Martius
was the lounging place of the Roman youth, whom laziness and
the lusury of the baths did not prevent from taking open air exer-
cise ; but e miss the activity and system of the Atheniee Gymna-
sia, The principal diffeence between the two uations in this
respect lay in this fact : the Greeks aimed at the perfection of the
whole, by making indiviuala perfect, as a result of which we find
the Greeks models of physical developmeni, while the Romans
neglected individual training, aining rather at a systematic whole;
and this system is especially exomplified in the discipline of the
Rouman army, iz which the skill of the general and the confidence
of his soldiers were pledges of sugcess rather than individual bra-
vary., After the introduction of me.cenary soldiers in Roman
warfare, the Roman youth, untrained in the exercises of the Gym-
nasia, gave themselves up more to the pleasures of the gaming
tables and the baths ; and the neglect and sbuse of tha laws of

health that followsd was one of the causes of the nation’s downfall,

I havo attempted to give a skotch of 1 educativual systoms of
the two greatest hiations of antiquity. They diffor to some extent
in dotails ; but the principal- difference, as I have attempted to
show, is in the onds thoy had in view in the educatiun of their
youth. Greece had the one object of making her sons Grecks—
descendants worthy of theiv fathers who fought at Marathon,
trained in tho qualitios of sclf-denial and prudence, and ftted
either to command or obey. Rome, on the other hand, educated
her sons in an aimless kind of way—zs a matter of duty, which, as
soon as it was performed affurded a great rolief. Thero is some.
thing very modern in this : a certain class, in our own day, send
their children to school for a fow months cach year for a few years,
and then consider their duty done, as far at loast as edi:cation is
concerned ; and they complain loudly that there are legislative
enactmonts for compulsory education. Their number is, howerver,
fortunately for the country and happily fur the children, growing
fewor. It is not a moro guoss at truth to say that the wido diffor-
enco in the characters of these two nations, alike in urigin, under
the samo climatic influences, and with tho same form of gov-
ornment, which may be called a limited democracy, is largely due
to the difference in their Educational systems. Their histories are
a light to guide and warn ; wo can follow where they succeeded, and
avoid the breakers that wrecked them. Above all, in theso days
of socialism and its kindred evils, we can take an example from tho
system of Greecv, and in the school-room instil a love of country—
make patriotism, not a general virtue, but a personal daty. By
this means—for the principle is right and sound, ard the judgment
of riper years will not find reason to depart from it—tho storws £
:ivil discord that now swoep over nations, and make thrones totot-
ter, will grow calm, ead give way to a millennial peace. Far in
the future, when the death-knell shall have tolled a mournful fare-

. wver our English language, and its urn shall have been placed
side by side with those of Greece and Rome; when - new
race, speaking a strange tongue, shall inhabit the earth, sowe an-
tiquarian, perchance, writing on the educational systems of tho
Ancients; shall disinter blue-boel on bine-bock, educational re-
ports, ministerial recommendations and the like-—what discuveries
will he maeke! He will find how many of Rome's and England’s
free-born sons were little higher than the brates—millions knowing
no other pleasures than those of sense ; he will read that Greece
was the acknowledged mother of literature, philosophy and art, and
that her popular enjoyments combined the arts which charmed the
senses and trained the intellect ; and he will cunsider why so fow
years mark the length of Greece’s rule, while the eagles of Rume
floated victorious, decade on deoade, through a monarchy, a repub-
lic, and an empire; and while, for centuries, Fngland, old Ocean’s
favorite child, has sat on her island throne, fearlessly wislding the
destinies of the world. I leave him to consider.

-

THE STUDY OF HISTORY.

BY T. 0'HAGAN, BELLEVILLZ.

There are few subjects of greator importance than that of his-
tory. 1f the proper study of mankind be man, then it behoves
us to pay much attention to the study of history, which has for its
object the vindication of man. History means well-nigh every-
thing. It is philosophy, it is poetry, it is literature. Is not history
a record of every subject? Isnot the advancement of mathematics
a historyin itself ? That Newton discovered tho Binomial Theorem
s a fact which comes within the realm of history. Hmtory is then
a record of all that has transpired in the family of mankind. It is
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philosophy teaching by experience. By means of it wo pierce our
way through tie vistas of the past and leok up the aisles of the
future, wo hold communion with thoe dead. and sit in council with
an offspring yet buried in the womb of timo. How rapid is the
wingod flight of imagination! Yot tho foot of hstory s as fleet.
1With what celerity does the page of history picturo to our minds
the sovereignty of the Garden of Eden in its prinntive greatneas!
We have scarcely beheld Noah and his famly enter tae ark until
we behold the arc of God's covenant span the heavens. Thus his-
tory hurries us along through the different periods of the world’s
oxistonce. We accompany Moses through the promised land, and
stand with him upon Mount Sinai as ho receives the Divine com.-
mands. Tho apirit of history boars us along through the ages of
oempires—
“ Greeco, Rome, Carthage, where are they 2*°

Each nation rises before us, then fades away like tho mist beforo
the morning sun. Each sovereign rules his hour and then departs,
bequeathing his scoptre to another. There is no interregnum in
the great sovereignty of the world. The deeds of warriors are
scanned and then surpassed. Each age is arrayed in moro glisten-
ing armour. The sword gleams still more brightly in the hour of
danger, and peace reigns more supremely when it comes. Con-
quest and loss, hope and fear, joy and mourning ring through the
universe, and the heart of mankind beats and throbs to ita varied
and never-ceasing measure. Yes, tho true import of history is
found in the government of thought and action. He who would
tell us only of camps and courts, and the drilling and killing of
soldiers, does not merit the title of historian. He forgets that the
great and mighty tide of thought and action is rolling through a
world of existence, and it is this tide of thought and action that
shapes and influencos & nation. There must then be a real spirit
in history through which its characters live and move and have
their being. *° History,” says Carlyle, “‘is a mighty drama enacted
on the theatre of Infimtude, with suns for lamps and oternity as a
buckground—whose author is God, and whose purport and thou-
sand-fold moral leads up to the Throne of God.” Here we have a
sublime definition of history. Let us place it side by side with
that of Voltaire, who said that history was merely a parcel of tricks
that tho historians played with the dead. How uan we expect to
understand the characters of those who lived two thousand years
ago, when many of us are at a loss to understand ourselves. This,
however, need not imply that tho historian should be a character
trickster. And what did Napoleon define history to be ? He said
it was simply fiction agreed wpon. With fiction we always nasso-
ciate the 1dea of unreality. Now truth is real, and real history is
trath ; therefore history is neither fiction nor unreality. History
by some is considered to bo merely story-teHing. This definition
would hold gord were there nothing clse 1n the subject but narra-
tion. Nearly evory persun 1s more or less a story-teller, and cou-
se(;uently an historian. Yes, such a detimtion may pass muster
with children who are more mterested 1n the adventures of a Rob-
mson Crusoe or the astounding feats of Jack the Ghant Killer, than
they are m the growth and development of a nation; but it can
never be accepted as the real and true 1mport of tho term history.
Froude says that lustory 1s hke a child’s box of letters, wath which
we can spell any wurd we please. We have only, says this histo-
rian, to pick out such letters as we want, arrange them as we hke,
and say nothing about those which do not sutt our purpose. 1t is
to Lo fearcd that the great knghsn listorian has too closely fol-
lowed his defintion.  Half of our histuries are but mere romances,
containing nerther spirit nor lore, o turn their pages would be
but o useless task. They do not speak of the inward life of a
nation. The kings pass befure you just as 1n some play loy, dis-
tinguished {from cach cther only by the armor on their masks.

Certain it is that history is a book with seven seals, wnd what we
call tho spirit of the past ages is but the spirit of this or that wor-
thy gentleman in whose mind those ages avo reflected. I romember
having read somo time ago an article in the * Canadian Monthly ?
entitled “ A Quarrel with the Nineteenth Century,” in which the
writer complained of the difficulty of regching truths through the
mediam of history. Woll, it is a task, I must confess. Like our
nowspapers, on political subjects cach has a missien to fulfil,and
it is o question if all our histories together stato certain facts in-
trinsically right. Each historian has his idol, before whom he
bows down and offoxs incense. Read ono history and you will
learn that Queen Elizaboth was a most amiable personage,
and fully justitied in putting her cousin, Mary Queon of Scots, to
death ; while another represents ber asa cruel-hearted and tyran-
nical monster. Evon Henry thoe Eighth, ensconced within the circlo
of his six wives, comes in for n share of fulsoine praise at the hands
of James Anthony Froude ; while Macaulay, who was well-nigh in-
follible as an historian, and could not write pavtially forsooth,
wades kneu deep in bleod through the massacre of Gloncoe in order
to exouerate hia favorite horo, William the Third, from all blame
in the matter. And thus goes on tho warring of historians, with
truth and fiction I suppose arrayed on both sides. There is one
thing certain, that we look for somothing better in histories thaun
thelmero chronicling of ovents. It is of little importance to know
that the Magna Charta was signed by King John at Runnymede,
A.D. 1215, if we do not know that it was the grout bulwark of
English Kberty. The mere fact that we dined yesterday at precisely
12 o'clock, is not nearly soimportant to the welfare of our bodies as
the food which we disposed of during the event. The life-blood of
a nation is not nourished by dry facts and dates. The inward con.-
dition of life and conscious aim of mankind constitute much of the
reality of history. It very often happens that we are wont to con-
sider events usliored in by tho thundering of cannon, the war of
musketry and the bloody carnage of tho battle-field, as the groat
landmarks of history. This is a mistake. ** When tho oak tree is
felled,” says Carlyle, ¢ the whole forest echoes with it ; but a hun-
drod acorns are planted silently by some unuoticed breeze. Bat-
tles and war tumults, which for the time din every ear and with
juy or terror intoxicate every heart, pass away like tavern brawls ;
except some fow Murathons and Morgartens ave remembered
by accident, not by desert.” History has been cousidored to be
the written and verbal message which all mankind delivers to man.
Tt is the communication which the pust can have with the present,
—the distant with what is here.  ““ The perfect man in history,”
saya Carlylo “ wonld be he who understood and saw and knew with-
in himself all that the whole family of Adam had hitherto been
ar done.” Such a persog wa do no not axpect to find; hencs we
must bear with the imperfections of history. Let us read tha pro

mises of history and draw our owa conclusions, not folle v iy
coloring of the historian ; but view facts through the leus ot vur
own ninds  And now Icome to the question, Is histury a Science ?
My reply is, yes. A subject i3 said to have entered the scien-
tific stage when phenomena are no longer isvlated experiences, but
appear in connection and order; when, after certain antecedents,
certain consequences are uniformly seen to follow ; and when, with
facts collected, we form a basis by whick we can, in some degree,
foresee the future. But we must ever remember that there is sume-

thing else in history besidet the marvellous and the wonderful, that

the true purport of history is not to amuse, but to instruct. Itis
the great emporium of knowledg®, in which all can be shareholders.
We can all sit at the footstool of history and become learned. In
former days, the office of historian belonged, in 2 great measure,
to the minstrel.—

“a
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¢t Tho Iast of all tho Lards was he
That sang of border chivalry.”

But tho history doled out by the minstrel was only tho history
ofsong. We fecl, howover, that we are now touching greater years ;
and as the inquiring ninoteentls contury speeds on its way, we
begin to study more and more the truo philosophy of history.
Gibbon belioved that the eraof conquerors had gone ; but could he
have c.mmuned with the spirit twhich bas cried * havoc and let slip
the dogs of war," he would have believed that such an era was only
beiug inaugurated.  The blood-stained clouds which had floated
above Sadowa and Wooerth havoe scarcely passed away ero the heart
of tho whole Christian world moutns for a royal death in Zululand.
And now a word touching ths true spirit of history. To me it
would appear that this is often lost sight of. Instead of counting
the followers of Mahomet, we should rather inquire what was in
tho character of the people which enabled Mahomet to work upon
them,—their existing boliefs, their oxisting moral and poiitical
condiiion. [t is not enough that we should know princes and
crowned heads of Europe who enrolled themselves under the banner
of the cross in the great mevement of the Crusades ; the offect of
the great military expedition upon Eurspean civilization and com-
merco it of far more paramount importance to the student of
roal history. With respect to methods of teaching history, let us
take a lesson from the pioneers of Canadian civilization, who, in
piercing the heart of the virgin forests of this land, first blazed a
large tree hero and there in order that thoy might not lose their
way in the interminable mazes of the forest. In like manner let
us be gnided through the great labyrinth of history by great and
leading facts, for wo are indeed pionecrs pushing our way through
the remote ages of the past, and our destinafion is that era coeval
with Creation, when the garden of Eden formed thoe great sovereign-
ty of the world, and the divine right of kings belonged to the first
subject and King Adam. Wo should also impress upon our pupils
the fact that the reality of history consisis in the cssence of biog-
raphies which contain all the greatness of mankind—a greatness
worthy of our young men and women who have for their object no-
bility of chavacter, and who desire to lead great and good lives.

THE “ BONUS” TO COLLEGIATE INSTITUTES.

BY A HEAD MASTER.

Soms four years ago the Intermediate Examination was intro-
duced into the High Schools of the Province, and the mode of dis-
tributing the High School graut was changed.

Previously to this, the amount of grant depeaded upon the num-
ber that each head master could crowd into his school ot those
who had passea the entrauce examination. Before that again, it
depended upon the number that could be induced to study Latin.
Inboth cases the principle was wrong. In the former case, the
tendency and the result was to admit large numbers of unprepared
pupils, aud convert the High Schools into inferior Public Schuuls,
in the latter, every pupil that could be got to do it wes compelled
to waste his timo in acquiring the merest rudiments of Latin gram-
mar, beyond which a large proportion never proceeded, and of
which they made no use. After many years of this sort of thing,
_ cur educationahits and educational authorities grew wiser, and es-
tablished the sy tem of * payment by results.” Under this mode
of distribution, about two-thirds of the whole amount is allotted
on the principle of a-fixed grant to each school, which provents the
extinction of smailer scheols, and secuves a fair amount of higher
education in each county.  The remsining third is dis-
tributed on the ‘ payment by results” principle, as determined

-’

by the Intermediato examination and the estimate of tho High
School Inspectors, Whatever may be the defeets of the prescut
system, thero can bono doubt that it is an immense improvemeont
on tho former one; and now that the Intermodiate is to bo held
but onco a year, there aro fow that would hko to see any further
chango at present.  As to that portion allotted by tho Inspectors,
it is only right and proper that they should hinve the power to give
additional effect to their inspection by allowing a hmited portion
of the grant. On tho wkole, then, the present system much sur-
passes the one it displaced.

A part of theold r. gstemn, however, wasretained in conpection with
tho Colleginte Institutes. In order to encourage the cultivation of
Liigh scholarship in centres of population which might have the abi-
Iity andinclination to supply tho means ot aequiring such, a special
grant over aud above the ordiuary rovenue of the High Schools
was made ou conditions which, in the main, were fair, but to one
of which I tako objection. It was made o sine qua non in tho caso
of such iustitutions, that there should bo an averago of sixty boys
tn Latin. The aim in this was right enough, but our educational
legislators do not seem to have realized that they weroe really
retaining what had worked disastrously so far as genuine scholar-
ship was concerned. No regard was had to either broad or deep
scholarship. Of courso it was supposed that if there were in any
place that number studying Latin, both this subject itself woul
be pursued to it highest limit, *and the kindred studies required
botaught with it, would also receive their sharo of attention. Bu
those ncquainted with the old system, which made the money grant
dependent on the number in Latin, know how easy il was to
crowd those into this study to whom it was of no benefit, inas-
much as they did not pursue it beyond the merest elemonts. If
wo tako noto of the relatively low position that some of the Colle-
giato Institutes bave held for years, and the comparativcly bigh
position that many of the High Schools have secured—rauking
above some of the Iustitutes, and on a par with most of them—
there is prime facic ovidence that the retention in the new system
of this crror in the old is not producing the best results, and that
the time has come for a change.

It may be asked what we would propose instead of the present
schemeo. It may be said that it isan easy matter to make objec-
tions— to pull down ; how do you propose to build up 2  Without
at all wishingto thrust my views upon the Minister of Education,
I would respectfully submit the following as an outline of what
seoms to me much more desirable conditions of allotting the special
grant to Collegiate Iustitutes,

<t. Reduce the number of pupils required to take Latin to forty ;
and let it be the duty of the Inspectors to see t it that these are
bona fide students of Latin, and that taere is a reasonable prospect
of their pursning the study to a point that will be deemed satisfac-
tory. To the old system of admitting pupils to the High Schools,
and to the present condition of obtainiog the specialgrant to Colle-
giate Institutes, the same ovils attach. The tendency of both sys-
tems was, and is, to thrust into the study of Latin large numbers,
merely for the purpose of obtaining the grant in each case, with-
out asking the question whether they were or are_likely ever to
make auything out of it. In short, it is universally admitted tbat
under the old system a large proportiun of such pupils never got
Leyond the grammnar, and a very imperfect knowledge of that. A
little, congideration will make it evident that, to aj very large
extent, it must be the sam® under the conditions that attach to the
special grant system.
With the number of High Schoola that exist in each county, it
is gcarcely possibie for any certre of population under eight or ten
thousand to farnish the required nhumber of pupils, unless it hap-
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pens to have become o large boarding-school centre, as Galt, for in-
stanco. With a less population than this, & varying but very con-
siderablo proportion of the Lutin pupils will consist .of young boya
who are forced to take Latin morely to msake up the number, and
who will never pursue it to an extent to be of any real benefit to
thomselves; or of young men who come in from the country for
six months or a year to fit themsolves for passing the * Intermedi-
ate;” and who are, in like manner, forced to goin tho ranks of tho
“humanitarians " whether they will or not. In short, the law as
it now stands offers a direct premium to the lowest forms of scho-
larship, instend of to the highest ;—so that while its letter may be
carried out, certainly it is in Qirect opposition to its spirit and io-
tention, which we suppose to be, to form centres of advanced edu-
cation.

2nd. Let it be one of the conditions of obtaining the grant that
there be an Upper School of, say, twenty to thirty of an average.
The spirit and intention of the law would then be fully carried out.
Tustead of holding forth o money inducoment to force on a fixed
number of pupils doin g the lowest work, the aim would be, through-
out all the forms—the lowest as well as the highest—to produce
thorough scholarship ; as only in that way can an Tpper Schoolbe
founded and kept up. The influence of this would extend even to
the entrance examination ; for head masters will bo forced to admit
only those well qualified in order to supply good material for their
lower forms. .

The whole tendency of a change ir this direction would bo to
raiso the standard of admission, and to-make aud keep the
schbolarship high all through the course.

3rd. But I would not stop bere. It might be possible to get the
rbove mentioned average of Upper School attendance, 2nd yet not
produce the highest results. There might be a comparatively
largoe attendance who would just pass the Intermediate and pro-
ceed no furluer; so that a Colleginto Institute might become only
2 mere wholesale manufactory for second-class teachers, Even
{this would be preferred to the mere ¢ studying Latin” test. But
it would not fulfil the obvious intention of the law in regard to
these institutions, viz.: to produce the highest scholarship to be
obtained in the Provinco short of the Universities. Combined with
this requirement, therefore, there ought to be some regulation re-
quiring the full round of Honor, Classics, Mathematics, and Mod-
ern Languages, to bo steadily and continunously taught.

It is not necessary that all the work prescribed in these subjects
be taught at the same time, but simply that there be classes in the
Honor work in all the departments, commencing and prose-
cuting them up to matriculation ; followed by other classes travel-
ling over the same ground. A forced average attendance of sixty
in Latin will not necessarily secura bigh attainment in Greek, Latin,
French, German, Mathematics ; bat bigh scholarship in these sub-
jects will greatly overbalance any deficiency in the numbers of
those who can go through the declension of penna, or the conju-
gation of amo. ,

4th. In addition to the above essentials, it might be farther re-
quired that Collegiate Tustitutes send up year by year a fixed num-
ber of candidates for matriculation at the Provincial University,
ihe mere number each year not being of so much importance as
the steady annual supply. We do not wish to draw any invidious
distinction between the University and similar institutions; bat we

Suol, briefly, is an outline of what I would substituto forthe pre-
gont “Latin" condition of obtaining the special grant; with the
other regulniions as to masters, &c., I would not interfere. This
plan would not have tho tendenocy to unduly increase the number
of Collegiato Institutes, as it would only be in localities where tho
people have a strong desire for higher gducation that it would be
possible to establish and keep up such a high standard as that pro-
posed, A few sobools that have taken and held a high position
ever since the establishment of the new systemn might make good
their claim to tho grant; but, on the othier band, we are convinced
that some of the presont institutions would have to use the spur
to keep in line. No better stimulus could be applied to these insti-
tutions of learning than the change that wo propose. We trust that
it will commend itself to our educational authorities.

Wuthematical Degarimend.

Communications intended for this part of the Jounyaxr should be on seper-
ate sheets, written on one sido only, and properly paged to prevent mistakes.
Thoy must be received on or beforo the 20th of the month t0 secure notice in
t.h% x:::(i:g:odjng issue, and wust bo accompaniod by tho correspondonts’ names
an esges.

APPROXIMATE SOLUTION OF EQUATIONS.

If two numbers, a and b, when substituted for z in f(x), & rational
integral expression, give results with contrary signs, one root at
least of the equation f{(z)=0 moust lie between a and b. For since
f(a) and f(b) have tontrary signs, f(x) for some value of & between
a and b must vanish ; such a value will be 2 rou. of f(x)=0, i.c.,
one root at least of f(&) == 0 lies between a and b.

Ve say one root at least, since several equal roots may exist be-
tween @ and b. Moreover, as x changes from a to b, f{x) may have
changed signs several times, which would indicate the existence of
several roots in theinterval. It may happen, however, that some-
thing in the problem in the soletion of which the equation arose,
or something in the equslion itself, indicates that but one root ex-
ists in the interval (a......b); we proceed to show how, in such a
case, wo may determine the root approximately.

Let a be less than b, and lot them bo consecutive numbers,

5o that a-}-1=25, and suppose 1 4o be the fraction which
Yy

added to a will complete the root, so that y is greater than unity.
Then ¢ 4 1 substituted for 2 will make S(=) vanish. Let this
Y

substitution be made ; then clearing of fractions, we shall bave an
equation in v which bas a root greater than unily, y being greater
than unity. Lot it be found on examination that this equation in
y has a root between a’ and ¥’, and let 1 be the fraction which

when added {o o’ will completo the root, so that s is greater than
ucity. Then a’ + -1; substituted for y will make the equation in
yvanish., Let this substitution ke made; then clenring of frac-

tions, we shall have an equation in z which has & root greater than
unity, z being greater than unity. Let it be found on examination

that this equation in » has aroot between a” and b7, and let -%7 be

meution it because it is national, as are also the High Schools and
Collegiate Tnstitutes themselves ; and at least no other University
in the province possesses a higher standard of learning. Thisdoes
not, of course, preclnde it from prepering pupils for sny examics-
tion whatever; but there ought to be, besides the raports ofthe In~
spoctors, some uniform standard by which to test results, and we do
not know of anyhigher than an hosior oxamination in the University.

tho fraction which when added to a” will completo the root, so that é

w is greater than unity, Then a" 1 cubstitated for = will make -
w0
the equation in z vanish. Let this substitation bo mado, and let

the previously described operations bo repeated. Then zma+ 1 .




TPFE OANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

87

-

, y=a +._,za=a, -1'-.1'.,&0
Honoe z=a + l.
'+ g & + —,

~

or appyoximately, omtttmg the w,
a"faa'+1)+a

ECETE

By repeating tbe operations we mey approximate with any
degres of closeness to the value x, thongh the numerical labor of
the operatives will continually increase.

Example: 23410246z~ 120=0,
When x=2, the left hand side becomes negative, and when x=8.

rx=

1
A root lies between 2 and 8. Let x =2 + —, and

ositive.
posi ¥

_substitute. Then
14 16y4-58y2—060ys =

1
y=1, y = 2 givo contrary signs. Lety = 1+ _, and substitute.

Then
—60—122:—48:34-162° =

1 )
z =4, z = b givo contrary signs, Letz=4+4 o and substitute.

Then

16+ 144w+ 262w2 ~2921w> = 0,
and here w == 1, 10 = 2 give contrary signs.
1
'4?-;-i

To be certain that the third figave is correct wo should have
carried the operations one stage farther, and if we still got for the
first three decimals 888, wo have sufficient evidence that the third
figure is 8.

‘We are sure many of our reaaqrs, in applying their algebra to
geometrical problems, have frequently encountered cubic and
biquadratic equations and been unable to proceed. The above will
often extrioate them from such difficulties.

1
Hence, approximately, =2 + T+ == 2.888.

APPROXIMATE QUADRATURE OF THE CIRCLE.
\ J—

The following mechanical quadrature (approsimate) of the circle
is given hy P, E. Chase, LL.D., in the Proceedings of the American
Philosophical Society :

Let AC( = 20, say) be the diameter of the circle a straight line
approximately equal to whose circumferencs it is required to find.
From 4C cut off AB=3. Draw .4D atright anglesto AC and=<9,
Join CD, and draw BE parallel ¢ €D, meeting AD in E. Pro-
duco AC to X, making AX==60. Produce EA to Y, making .EY
=20. Then XY shall be approximatelyequal4o the circnmierence
of the circle whese diameter is 4C. By calecnlation it may be
easily shown that X¥ = 8141585 A(, which is certainly suffi-
ciently accurate for practical purposes. The method, requiring
only o divided rule, a square, and parallel ralers, will be found
useful in many mechanical operations.

SOLUTIONS OF PROBLEKS IN JANUARY NUMBER.

1. If O bo the cenire of tho ball 18 inchies in diameter, a point
9inches above O will ks the highest puint of this ball above the
floor. Let .4, B, Cbe the centres of the other balls whoso dizme-
ters aro respectively 16, 20 and 28. Then ite sides of the fetrahe.
dron 0ABC are known. Frost (Solid Geometry, §124) gives a
relation between the four-point co-ordinatsa of a plane. Threo of
the co-ordinates aro known,-viz, : the perpendxculars ftom A, 7 C

or tho flosy, abd from this relation the fourth co-ordinate, the per-
pendictdar from O, may be found.

2. Let 2, y bo the co-ordinates of the officer at timo ¢ from start-
ing, s the distance travelled by him iu this time, the centre of the
army being supposed to move olong the axis of x. Then s = T¢.
Also, 1 being the radius of tho circle

N {2 —(8t+1)} =1,

o 2= (Fe+]) = £JI7,
or s = ¥ fx~13vIi-91...... 1.
. Alsos:= \/1 + (g)’dx ...... @).

Eliminating s from (1) and (2), we would then hava the equation
to 'the curve ; and then, knowing = in terms of ¥, we could from (1)
find s whon y=0.

" 8. Lot uf= L) , 0 bo the polar co-ordinates of the dog at time
r

¢, thescentro of the circle being the pole, and a diameter throngh
the point from which the dog starts being the initial line. The
equation to the tangent to the curve in which the dog moves is

...... @).

And the dog’s motion being always directed towards the rabbit,
50kt )
a,

this tangent will always pass throngh the point (a, —
where a = radius of field, 50k = rate of motion of rabbit, and «

u!=u cos (B'—G)-pg.;ﬁ sin (0'—0),

== 85°. Hence, substituting in (1),
a = 1 co8 (50’“ + a-— 0) + g_;.‘. sm(sOkt 4+ a— 0) .(2).
a

Also,

Slktms= f W 4 = J."_\]u, L& ) . @)

From (2) and (8) ¢ isto be climinated ; we would thez have the
equation to the curve in which the dogmoves, and could then from

(8) find 2 when & =

4. The solution of this mey be efiected by using the geometrical
construction given in the apperdix to Todhunter’s Enclid, p. 505,
et ante,

5. Liet V' be the quantily of water in the tub at time 2, V' the
quantity of water that comes from the spout in time dt, of which
let @7 be the quantity that emains in the tub. On mixing thers
will be

_ 40
Hvap (FHI7)
gsllons of water in the tub. Hence quantity of water added

40
= oz (FHav)-¥

—. (40—P)ay!
40-4-dV’
Hence
) @O-Vav' 40-7avi_ .o
05ar? T4
av- 1 8
: “H-v = 9 =
Integrating,

—log (40-V)= %ta{i—c;

.~ —log 40 =0+4C:
. 1 ._40__ ..gt
8P F =% ;

and V=4o(1-c‘5°‘);
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giving the quantity of water in the vessel at any time ¢,

‘We are asked for the solution of tho following :

A coniractor was to receive a certaii. price for 2 pieco of work.
If he employed a certain company of boys he would havoe to give
thom ¥ of tho contract price; but if he omployed a cortain com.
pany of men ho would have to give them & of the contract price.
To facilitate tho work he employed both companies, and he received
$2,000 less than he would have received had he employed the boys
only. [Find the contract prico.

The question is somewhat ambiguous, and it will readily be seen
that under certain intarprotations the solution becomes indeter-
minate. We shall, howover, take the following, we think, reason.
able view of the problem. The term *contract? implies that the
work done is to be of a certain standard of exccllence, whoeover
does it, aud that it is to be done in a cortain time. Wo infer, con-
sequently, that work done by the company of boys is equally good
aund as quickly done as that performed by the men, and that the
difference in price of the labor arises from the not unusual cause
that boy labor is cheaper than man labor. With this interpretation
tho solution is extremely simple. The companies working togethor
do equal quantities of the work, for which, however, the men
receive twice as much as the boys.

Hence § of contract price = price charged Ly boys.
1 of § of contract price + 4 of § of contract price = prico charged
by both. ... } of contract price = $2,000, or coniract price ==
212,000.

Hractical Department.

THE VALUE OF PICTORIAL ILLUSTRATIONS IN
SCHOOL INSTRUCTION.

BY ®. C. CREED, A.)M., INSTRUCTOR iN 'THE NEW BRUNSWICK
NORMAL SCHOOL.

The representstion of the forms of things is one of the earliest
performances of juvenile humanpity. This holds true of collective
humanity as well as of individuals. Rude, uncivilized races record
their deeds and communicate their messages in the natural lan-
guage of pictures, of which the sculptured hieroglypbics of Egypt
and Syria and the birch-bark drawings of the North American
Indians are familisr examples. So, also, children very early
manifest a disposition to imifate, with a peancil, the outlines of
objects about then:, and also a great fondnees for looking at pie-
tures. 1Itis obvious, therefore, that pictures must afford a natural
meuns of reaching the intellect and the sympathies of the child,
and if of the child then also of the porson of any age whoso
faculties have bad a true and natural development.

One of the earliest attempts to use pictures asa dirsst and
ystematic meens of instructing children was that made by
Comenius in his work entitled *¢ Orbis Sensualium Pictus” (The
World of Visibie Objects Portrayed), published in 1657. Both the
quality of the pictures avsailabls for the purpose, and the evwent of
their use, have progressed very greatly since that tune, but have
by no means reached their limit as yet.

The usefulness of pictures iz a goneral way is seen by comparing
the keenness of observation, the gexeral inielligence, the accuracy
of knowledge oxhibited by children brought up in the midst of an
abundaunce of wholsesome illustrated literature, with the compara.
tive dullness of vision and narrowness of information showun by
tbose who have not been so privileged. But, to come.to the par-

tioular subject of this paper, I remark that the pictorial art may
be made exceedingly helpful to teachers in o variety of ways.

1. Pictures are of sexvice as an auxiliary means of imparting tnfor-
mation, and as an aid in explanation. If correctly made, they
usually give a botter iden of the form and appearance of an object
or the aspect of o place than apy unsided doscription could do.
‘Whetber as forming tho basis of lessons on particular objects,
persous or places, or as illustrating incidentai roferences made in
the course of Jessons, they are invaluable. Their usefulness is
much wider than the uso actually mado of them in our schools
would indicate ; and,indeed, its only nocessary limitations are these
two: first, the fact that the objectitselfisalways betterthana picture
of it; and, second, the fact that pictures are not always so drawn
as to convey a true conception of that which they represent.

Wo all know how extensively pictorial illustrations are employed
in the best works of the various branches of natursl science.
Treatises on botany or zoology, geology or nstronomy, animal
physiology, chemistry or physiography, would be mot only unat-
tractive, but comparatively unserviceable without the diagrams,
etc., by which they are commonly elucidated. fn mineralogy,
anthropology and meteorology, m mechanics, hydrostatics and
hydraulics, in the scientific ireaiment of sound, light, heat, eloc-
tricity, etc., the aid of pictures is almost indispensable. But it is
not only in the prosecution of these advanced studies that we can
take advantage of the pietorisl art: it is equally applicable to a
wide range of elementary scbool work, especially iu geography, in
bistory, and in lessons on common things, when the animal or the
plant, the coslume or the percon, the product or other article, can-
not conveniently be, itself, eshibited in the school-room.

Ilustrated manuals of certain subjects have beon provided by
the Board of Education for use in tho schoois of New Brunswick,
and many teachers, no doubt, fully appreciate the benefit thus con.
ferred, and take every possible advauntage of it in their daily work-
Some of us, however, seem to igaore the excellent svoodcuts with
which our reading books and geographies are embelliched, or, at
any rate, act as though these were intended merely for adorn.
ment or for the fillingup of space. Few of us, perhaps. have
really sought to get out of theso illustrations all the good there is
in them. What better introduction can we make to many a read-
ing lesson than a study of the accompanying illustration, or of a
suitable picture taken from our portfulio, or skilfully sketched upon
the blackboard ? How much more intimate a kuowledge of a
country, its people, its products, may be gaived if we introduce a
number-of well-sclected pictures to supplement the printed text.
Suppose we avs conducting a class through the geographby of ludia,
for oxample. Wo may exhibit sketches of Boumbay and Benares,
of the Ganges and the jungle, of Brabmins and Banyaus, of Sikhs
and Cingalese, of crocodiles and cocoz-nut palms. And who will
deny that the troublo or even expense incurred will be more than
repaid by the lively interest awakened in the lesson and the vivid
conceptions imparted 2 Lessons in history, also, will be rendered
doubly interesting and valuable by such illastrations as may
readily be obtained. The painstaking teacher may gradually ac-
cumulate o stock of views of historic localities, battle scenes, por-
traits of celebrities, representations of ancient costumes and modes
of life, with other matters of historic interest, which will be of in-
calcnlable gervice in the class.

I havoe said that pictures are often of great assistance in expla- ~
nation as well as description. In both these connections theiruse- ©
fulness consists partly in the fact that they save words. Teachers -
are obliged to use the voice a great deal; so that whatever will
serve fo accomplish the desired result without expenditurs of
breath (as we oxpress it), is valuable as a conservator of energy.”

»
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But, whilo saving voico-power, the uso of piotorial illustrations
also economizes time, sinco the trained oyo will gather from a good
picture, in one minute, moroe than it or the ear could take in from
words in ten times as long.

It may hero be observed that for purposes of instruction, espe-
cially with children, pictures should be simple, presenting but fow
objects at o time, and these, for the most part, so chosen as to aid
in the process of comparison by suggesting resemblances and dif-
ferences.

II. But it is not only as a means of instruction that pictures are
valuable : they are of no small importance as an educational in-
strument.

Many of the benefits of object-toaching may be attained through
picture-study; that is to say, in very wany cases the flat repro-
sentation of objects may be used for the objects themselves. Of
conrse, in doing so, the teacher must not lose sight of tho fact that
%:\'ery such represontation is, to some extent, imperfeet. It exhibits
only one phaseof an object. The full form, the color, the texture,
tho tactual gualities may all fail to bo expressed in the picture,
while at the samo time a good notion of the thingin other respects
may be conveyed. . .

As to the value aud the methods of object-teaching, itis, of course,
unnecessary for me here to speak. “Pestalozzi, in his work entitled
Wic Gertrud ihre Kinder lehrt, affirms that the * culture of the
outer and innor senses is the absolute foundation of all know-
ledge—ths first and highest principle of instruction.” But there
is more in it than that: the cultivation of the faculties of seunse-
perception and of concoption, by means of object-teaching, accom.
panied, as it mey Le, to the fullest extent, with exercises in com-
paring, generalizing and judging, coustitutes a most important
part of that mental culture and discipline which every school
should afford. Moreover, & well-conducted course of object-lessons
will always bave, as one of its elements, a certain amount of ¢x-
ercise in the accurate expression of ideas on the vart of tho pupil,
which will tend not only to enrich bis vocabulary, but also to train
bim in the art of correct and fluent speaking. .

Now, all these advantages are attainable as truly, though not as
fully, by means of picture-lessons as by means of object-lessons
proper. Trequently the desired object or article cannot be had,
but = pictare of it may be shown, and will form a most serviceable
substitute. Always, however, where a picture is used for this pur-
pose—as of an animal, a rare or foreign flower or plant or material
—care should be taken to secure a faithful copy of the original, as
nearly as possible of the natural sizeand color. A good picture of
o leopard or a pelican, & paddy-field or a coal-mine, a Zuluand an
Esquimaux, o voleanic eruption or a coral island, may bo made the
subject of an exceedingly interesting and justructive lesson ; aud
this may be so conducted as to bring into exercise the pupil's
powers of observation, conception, comparison, judgment and ver-
bal expression. Of such exercise there cannot be too much. We
havo all read or heard more or less of “the developmenttheory,”
and wise mon differ as to its accordance with the facts of nature
and revelation: development by oxercise, however, is no theory,
but what Lliha Burritt called “a tried, practical fact.”

Again, pictures may be made the means of cultivating the taste
or {he ®sthetic faculty. The importance of this need not here be
argued. Says a recent writer, * However well the intellect, the
will, or tho conscienco ot 2n individual may have been trained, if
wsthetio oultureis wanting, he must confinue rude and unrefined.”
In a great variety of forms, pictures may be mado to contribute to
zhis end in the school-room. Papils should be encouraged to pass
judgment upon pictures in respect to boauty of outline or of color,
symmotry and proportion of parts, correctness of light and shade,
charactor of goneral effect, and so forth. Such exercises will be

the proper comploment of the instruction and practice in Drawing
provided in the currioulum.

Hore it may be remarked in passing that caro should always be
taken by teachers (and by !parents aud others as well) that the
children are prevented as much as possible from seeiny bad pic-
tures. From pictures of what is vicious of course their eyes should
be jealously guarded ; but also they should nat become familiar
with crude or badly executed prints, and glaring daubs of colour
under the name of paintings. By such means the taste is vitiated,
the medincro comes to ho esteemed excellent, and the superior is
not appreciated. The ~ultivation of a correct taste in art among
tho people is a matter of great practical and economic moment.
Ruskin says that much harm bas been done, not only * by forms
of art definitoly addressed to depraved tastes,” but also by pictures
that are simply not good enough,—*¢ which weary the mind by

redundant quantity of monotonous averago excellence, and dimin-

ish or destroy its power of accurate ritention to work of a higher
order.”

TXI. A third aspect in which the subject may be viewed is the
value of pictures inadding to the interest of school work, and thereby
promoting good discipline, as indeed all that is good and useful in
the school.

Let the walls be adorned with a few well-selected and neatly
framed prints or chromos (or oil paintings, if really meritorious),
placed there, not only for decoration but as illustrations of sowme
topics of instruction ; let the efiect be heightened by the iwtroduec-
tion of a few beautiful plants in pots, and a bouquet of flowers on
the Teachcr’s table; and the pupils will soon come to take a pride
in their school-room, in their T'eacher, and then in themselves.

The practice of illustrating ordinary lessons by reference to pic-
tures, whenever these are suitable for the purpose, will also serve
(as already suggested) to fix the attention of the pupils, and to
make the lessons mach moxe interesting than they would_ other-
wise be. Children generally aro fond of pictures, and always de-
rive pleasure from that which gives them clear and vivid concep-
tions of things. How much the school is benefitted by anything
that tends to make school-life pleasant, I shall leave my bLearers to
compute.

I have spoken of the use of pictures in the school-room (1) as a
means of imparting information, (2) as a means of exercising and
training the mental faculties, and (8) as a sourco of pleasure and a
promoter of the general well-being of the school. It only remains
for me to notice briefly the various kinds and forms of pictorial
illustration that are available for school purposes.

Of course the most obvious are the woodeuts which form so pleas-
ing a feature of many modern school-books,—the artistic execution
of many of whicl: leaves little to be desired in that direction. Tor
all tho purposes mentioned, the admirable illustrations found in
the Royal Serxies of Readers, including the Primary Wall Caxrds, in
Calkin's Geographies, Swinton's Outlines of History, and others of
our prescribed text-books, are eminently well adapted.

In the second place, schools should be provided with sets of
wall-charts and diagrams, such us may readily be had for illustrat.
ing lessons of plant.life, classification of avimals, natucal phenom-
ena, the mechanical powers, efe.

Thirdly, the walls of the sclicol-room xay be adorned with a
fow historical pictures, views of famous places or edifices, or Dbifs
of scenery. These need not be expensive, siuce some of the illus-
trated weekly papers and their colored supplements (particularly
tho Xlustrated London News and the London Graphic), and sach
publications as *“Tho Aldine" aund Appleton’s *Pictaresque
Europe” and “ Picturesque Awerica” will afford abundance of

excellent material.  Onc or two good lithographs or chromos may
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also bo had at small exponse. The framing may be very cheaply
done, or the pictures may be simply moeunted on stout pasteboard,
with or without glass, and suspended by eyelets or otherwise.

Tn the fourth place, such pictures as T have already mentioned
may be cut out of illustrated pupers or obtained in various ways,
from tiwo to time, by a Teacher who is willing to go to a little
trouble:and can he kept in a portfolio ready to be brought out
when needed. and pivned up on the wall or handed round amnng
the scholars.

In the next place, chalk and blackboard are alwaye at hand, and
may be used with excellent effect by the skilful Teacher or by some
competent pupil  Gond sketches in white or ‘colored chalks may
be made to suit every purpose,’rud they have one} advaniage over
every other mnde of illustrating except perhaps the next to be men-
tioned, in tho fact that the drawing,may be executed in tho presence
of the pupils. This will have all the zest of anactual creation
going on beforo their eyes.

The last mede of representation to be named is thut of project-
ting picturcs upon & screcn by means of & magic luutern, sciopty-
cun ur stereupticon,tas the instrument io vaticuely {styled. Thus
wwode surpasses all uthers inthe range of ito upplication, Lutis
liwited in its use by the cost of the apurutus. Fur Colleges, High
Schouls, and sclLools in large towns, however, the expense is by no
meals su great as tu prevent {Lie iutroduction of tlLis wust valuable
sourcn of instriction;and entertainment.

1 must nuw cluse thas paper, withvut & peroration.  Lur subject
of wquiry has been the ways and meaus by which the pictonal
art may contnibute to thelrequiremonts of schuol-work.  What
has been smd may be sumuned ap 1o the words of Kuskin, —* ¢,
gives Form to kuvwledge, and Grace to atiity.’

METHODS OF PRESERVING AND_STIMULATING THE
DESIRE FOR KXNOWLEDGE.

BY JAMES HUGHES, INSPECTOR OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS, TORONTO.

Some one calls a child an ¢‘ Interrogative machine.” Truly the
appetite for knowledge with which nature endows him is a keen
one, and difficult to satisfy. Somwo writers maintainlthat it is the
duty of the school to set the child going mentally, that he may be
sclf edueative when he leaves school. 1If pupils left school in as
self-educative & condition as they enter it, thero would be less
ground for complaint than at present. The boy begina to “go”
when very young, and for a fow years ho continues to develop at a
rapid rate. Very few children are dull when very young. Most
children make remarkable progress until they go o school. Then,
too often, comes a period of stagnation from which many never
emerge. Improper methods are too often the cause of the discour-
aging change. The following are points deserving cnnsideration
by teachers of primary classes.

1. The transition from the home to the school should

be less sudden.
The child, on entering an ordinary schnol, passes from compara-

tive freedom to eonfinement and restraint : from bounding activity
to wearisome quiet; from actual things to uninteresting abstrac.
tions; from living flowers, and birds. and pets, to mere black
marks called letters. in which for themselves he can have no active
interest ; fre play to work ; from instinetive to compulsery atten-
tion ; from fresh air ard sunshine t~ bad ventilation and imperfect
and often injurinus lighting ; from the mossy bank to the hard and
ill-formed seat.

Where the Kindergarten cao be introduced it serves to make the

steps gradual in tho change from the homo to the sohool., The
school ghonld learn many lussons yet from the home and the
Kindergarton. Teachers must study the child more bofore he
entors schoul, and they should cuntinue in schuul, inore closely, the
meth: ds of solf-education practised by him while he was at liberty
to follow nature's guidance.

2. Knowledge should be uséd as il is acquired.
Children delight in cuming in cuntact with things which they can
use. They care for what a thing does. The baby learning to talk,
names the domestic animals accurding to the sounds they make.
He calls the dog ““bow-wow,” and the cat ‘“meow.” This is true
whether the name of the animal is more or less difficult to say than
the sound made. While they have been making such rapid strides
in learning and mental develupment at hume, they were doing so
by haudling the things around themr and by using their knowledge
as quickly as they gained it. What a change cumes when they go
to school' Many even of the thoughtful class of teacheys
deliherately reverse this plan. They reason somewhat in this
manner “ These children tannot dv much actual work yet, and
so we will save tinie by muking them do the drudgery of schuol
wark now.” They are therefure sot to learn all the letters before
they hegin to read, all the tables befurs they put them to any
practical use, &c. 1t is probable that the letters and the multipli-
cation table have dune mure tu stupify buys and girls than any
other causes. Girls and boys can work, and by working they not
only learn how to work better, but become familiar with thoe ele-
ments of work they may be, using. Even if the worst of all
methnds of teaching the names of wurds, the alphabetic, be used,
ne letters should be taught at first but these used on the first page
or tablet of reading in the primer. The child shonld use the malti-
plication table, for instance, as he Zearns it, and he will thus plea-
santly learn it as he uses it. Using and learning go hand in hand.
Practical application iz the highest and most effective style of
review. A pupil will learn the *“Two” line as far as “twice 4"’
in four minutes, but it wiil probably forzet it in an hour, unless it
is allowed to apply the knowledge it has gained. Why not teach it
the process of multiplying at once in five minutes more, and then
set it at werk? ¢“Oh, the child should never multiply until it
knows its multiplication table ! says some driller. Does the study
of the multiplication table gualify a child for the compreheasion of
the multiplying process? Certainly not. Then, again, the child
who has been taught as far as *“ twice four” does know the multi-
plication table, so far as he is required to put it in practice, His
teacher can assign several examples with no other multiplier but 2,
and no figures in the multiplicand but 1,2, 3 and 4. Tt will dv
him great good to work the same examples over a second or third
time. Next day advancement should be made in the table and
much practice given on both lessons, and so on to the end. This
method will not prove a source of horror to pupils, but will delight
them because they use the information as they get it.

1f an apprentice, on entering a machine shop, were compelled by
the foreman to spend montha in learning the names of the various
machines, and their different parts, their relatin to each other,
their uses, &c., would such a course fit him to take charge of even
one of the machines? The probability is that long before the
expiration of the timo specified, his work of learming, at first fasci-
nating to him, would become loathsome, and from loss of interest
he would be to a large degree incapacitated for the highest degree
of success in his work. He should, and, in charge of a practicales
man in any department of work, he does begin with the simploat_
of all the tools or machines, and he lcarns how to use 1t by using
it. Others are entrusied to his charge when heis ready for them.
Teachers should also be reasouable in familiarizing their pupils
with the tuvls they haye tu use. The letters, tho tables, rules in
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grammar and other subjects, are merely the tools with which the
child should be taught to educate himself, and they should be
given to him only as ho is able to use them.

3. The work of school should afford pleasure. If the
desire for knowledge 18 to bo kept alive and vigurvus, if 1t is to sur-
vive through the early years of school life, school work must be
made attractive. Herbert Spencer says that of all educational
chauges taking place, * the most significant 1s the growing desire to
make the acquiroment of knowledge pleasurable rather than pain-
ful—a desire based on the moro or less distinct porception that at
each age the intellectual action which a child likes 18 a healthful one
Jor at; and convorsely. There is a spreading opinion that the rise
of an appetite for any kind of knowledge implies that the unfolding
mind has become fit to assitmlate it, aud needs 1t for the purpose
of growth; and that, on the other hand, the disgust felt towards
avy kind of knowledge is a sign exther that 1t is prematurely pre-
sented, or that it is presented in an indigestible form. Hence the
effurts to makoe early education amusing, aond all education inter-
esting, * * % Aga fipal test by which tv judgo any plan of
culture, should come the yuestion—Does it create any pleasurable
excitement in the pupils #* Discard any system of primary instruc-
tion, huwever time-honored or in accordance with theory it may
be, unless it makes lessons attractive. With the older children
the step from instinctive tv controlled attention must be gradually
taken.

It is very desirable that teachers should avoid any course of
action which will tend to make learning distastefal. If mon are to
be self-educative when they leave school, they shuuld have a love fur
knuwledge , cerlainly they must not have an aversion toit. Les-
sons should never be assigned as a punishmont. Pupils may be
compelled to do, after school or at home, work which they have
neglected to do at the right time. Thisis not a punishment for
the neglect. however, but the performance of aduty which ought to
bave been done before.

4. School Exercises should be varied as much as pos-
sible. Of course the programme of studies should be fixed, and
the time table adhered to regularly. The plan of p}caenting a
subject should be changed, however. Some new elemont should
be introduced each day. In teaching Geography, for instance, the
map may be used one day, blackboard and slates the next, and the
sand-box, the nexi; to-day the teacher may point to the places
he wishes to have remembered, and the pupils find their names ;
to-morrow he may give their names, and they find their positivns
on the map. The plan should be varied during a single recitation
to a certain exlent. So long as variety does not dissipate the
attention, there cannot be too much of it. Freshness stimulates
mental activity, routine deadens it.

B. The Child’s Curiosity should be kept alive. Some
pupils are always on the tip-toe of expectation. The teacher who
can secure such a condition in his class is certain to have attentive
scholars. Natural aptitude in the teacher has something to do in
stimulating the curiosity of pupils. The power to sustaia it, how-
ever, must be acquired. FPupils will not long seek to be fed with
chaff. The teacher must be prepared to gratify the appetite which he
seeks to develop. He must be familiar with the subjects ho has to
teacn ; he should keep thuroughly prepared with all that relates to
them in connection with current events. Hart aptly says.: « To
real, successful teaching, there must be two things, namely, the
ability to bold the minds of the children, and the ability to pour
into the minds thds presented sound and seasonable instruction.
Lacking the latter ability, your pupil goes away with his vessel un-
filled ; lacking the former, you only pour water on the grotnd.”

6. The lessons given and the subjects taught shonid
be adapted to the advancement of the pupils. If lessons

a1e too difficult, a child will naturally turn from thom, firat in dis.
appoitument, afterwards with dislike. The subjects should be
presented in & manner suited to the ages of the pupils taught.
Sume of the moust interesting studies are rendered permanently
obnoxious by improper methods of teaching them to children at
first. In teaching Grammar, for instance, dry, ditlicult, and unin-
teresting rules, with puzaling exceptivns to the general rule, aro
memorized and recited, and the teacher, in addition to this out-
rage, actually deceives the unfortunate and long-suffering pupils
by allowing them to believe that such wearisome drudgery is
learning grammar, They of course in most cases associate the un-
pleasant feelings they recoive in schuol with study and learning in
the abstract, and therefure get a distasto fur knowledge itself. Let
the methods and tho subjects be appruprinte for the ages of the
pupils, and their love of learning will continue,

7. The steps :in learning should not be too great.
If a desire for knowledge is to be maintained, the pupil must be
able to see clearly Luw une purtion of a subject is connected with
another. The step tu be taken should be based un thuse already
established, aud the teacher should remember that what appears
but a molchill to him may be a mouatain to his pupils. He i,
the best teacher who can must clearly remember his uwn early diffi-
culties in learning. '

8. Lessopns must not be too long. This is true both as
regards lessons at school and those assigned for home preparation.
Loung-continued lessuns in schoul waary the mind; long lessons
learned at home tire both mind and body. When learning be-
comes a ‘““task " it necessarily ceases to be attractive in itself. It
should nut be surprising that, under such circumstances, children
should lose their natural eagerness for knowledge.

If the suggestions given be carried out in the right spirit, boys
and girls will continue to be *“interrogative machines " throughout
their whola lives.

THE SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT AND HIS
TEACHERS.

BY J. L. PICKARD, PREST. IOWA COLLEGE, IOWA.

——

Among the varied duties of the Schoul Saperintendent, those
growing out of his relations to his teachers claim attention.

1. He should be a leader. To this end his fitness to lead must be
recognized. His better acquaintance with the work required of
teachers must be everywhere apparent. This acquaintance should
be the child of experience ; hence it is better, though not, in excep-
tional cases, essential, that the superintendent be chosen from the
ranks of professional teachers. Theorizing the most attractive, the
most plausible, even, will not satisfy the demand. Nor will prac-
tice in a narrow field prepare him for his wider duties. A wide
and varied experience gives vigor to consciousness of power,~—a
prime element in successful leadership. But a leader, though fa-
miliar with details, cannot be buraened with them ; he must gen-
eralize, grasp principles which underlie the detailed work assigned
to his subordinates. It is his to plan the campaign, to assign to
each division of his forces the work to be done, indicating the re-
sults to be accomplished,.and leaving the minutiz to the discretion
and loyalty of his teachers. .

2. Confidence in the discretion of his teachers of necessity follows,
from his lack of time fo attend to details. If a superintendent feels
it incurnbent upon himself to mark out the steps for individaal
teachers, two things equally disastrous are consequent—the
frittering away of his own time, and the purely mecbanieal work
of each part of & vast machine. Ifhe finds in his corps of teach-

ers a manifest lagk of discretion, the best remedy consists not ig
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himself doing the work through s faulty agont, but in changing the
agoent. Ifhe cannot rely, ho sbould roliove. At all events, ho
should so far presume upon the intelligenco of his teachers as to
freo them from the feeling that they aro set to do another’s work
in a way marked out by another’s will. There are mattors of form,
mechanical in their very nature, in the attention to which the
teacher may safely follow exphait directions; but one way is open,
and no opportunity for choice can be given. These matters are,
however, the leastamportant of all.  In the great work of the teach-
or,—tho building up of the character of the pupil, and the fashion-
ing of his style of thought,—there 15 amplo opportunity for the ex-
ercise of diverse gifts ; oceasion for the use of individual power;
ample field for the cullivation of the freedumn of the teacher. Mo
superintendent can afford to sacrifico the freedom of the iudivi-
dual teacher. He may conusel, but not direct ; he must lead, but
not control, excopt in that indirect way which is the outgrowth of
2 marked sapertority. He who nus the broadest views of the work
of supervision will most surely exercise trust in tho discretion of
his teachers. e recoguizes the possibility of different routes to
the samoe end. Ho knows that variety in moans best suits varying
ability, aud that ficedom in the hne of carnest service secures the
best results. Humpersg teachers with minute details as to the
method of wurk. frets and hinders rather than belps.  Manifest
suspicion of indiscretion increases the probability of its existence.
Trust encourages effort, and belps to establish proof of its worthy
bestowal. It may be misplaced, but the remedy is simple a teacher
who fails 1n discretion, aftor full opportunity for its free exercise,
should not be left to trouble the superintendent, and to stand in
the way of ono capuble of better service. But too hasty judgment
is to be deplored; hence,—

8. Patience 1s requsite. The best service possible to a teacher is
not always apparent upon first trial, nor in the first place obtained.
It is unwise to condemn after the first failure; it may result from
a mistake which in another and similar case may be, will ke, cor-
rected. Circumstances may be unfavorable, and an entire change
will show that the failure was not in the teacher, but in her sur-
roundings. There are those whose natural strength will carcy them
through all trials ; others need such assistance for a time as favor-
able surroundivgs may furnish. With some there is a conscious-
uness of power ; with others, tho power, but not the consciousness,
exists. To the latter the encouragement of success, found by the
application of the power to some slight resistence, develops the
consciousness, and sceures good results. With some, the power is
yet in its germ, and needs tho sunshine of a smile, the rain of kind
advice, for its full development.  Some of the best teachers of my
acquaintance have beenspared through the patience of their supe-
riors. But paticuce ‘* may bave her perfect work,” and forbearance
may * cease to be a virtuo ;" still couscious inability will honor the
superintendent’s decision.  His patience will not be simply endur-
ing, but active in correcting faults with which he bears, and merey
will temper.

4. Justice in dealing with the faults of has teachers as well as in his
estimate of their merits. Overpraise, misapplied praise, are as un-
just as unmerited censure. In any body of teachers no one can
monopolize all the excellences. ¢ Faithful are the woinds of a
friend ;” they are the wounds made by a skilful surgeon, not to
hurt, but to heal. To withhold friendly cxiticism and then to visit
judgment for faults which might have been corrected, is the rank-
est injustice. Such a course assumes that the teacher is conscious
of her faults and willingly perpetuates them, If such wilfulness
leaves no ground for assuming, but actually proves its existence
after proper admonition, there is but one course for justice to pur-
sue, and the guilty one will assent. Iftothe superintendent’s human
naturs some favorites be essential, let them be selected from those

who have ‘ organized victory " for themselves, who have como up
t out of great tribulation,”  Such will have the good sense not to
be dameged by favoritism. Botter still, if ho can so far overcomo
human frailty as to be the fast friend to morit wherever found, the
Sfaithful friend to faults in whomsoever they exist.  Juetice with-
holds not merited consure, confers not unmerited praiso.

YFrequent opportunities will be gifen for aoting the part of a wise
and just mediator botween teacher and parent. In no other part
of the superintendent's work will he need greater discrotion. To
make both parties, in a conflict of omnion, feel that he is o true
friend whose decisions will always be just, demands experimental
knowledgo of the position held by each. One who hasbeen a teach-
er, and who is a fathor, is best propared for such a demand. A
teacher's vocation inclines to self-assertion. A parent’slove blinds
him to thefaults in his own children, even if it magnifies not the
faults in thoso of others.  An opinionated teacher, and u blinded
parent, bemg given the conditions, are highly favorable to a first-
class controversy. An ¢x parte hearing of such a caso but widons
tho breach, and a hasty decision made upon the application of
either party lays the supernntondent liable to the cbarge of injus-
tice. Let both sides bo heard, and the point at issue bo divested
of all misunderstandings, and the case will settle itself to the satis- *
faction of both. My oexperience has convinced mo that most con- '
troversios, cleared of all misunderstandings, are reduced thereby
to a compass so small as to shame those who persist in attempting
to stand upon it. The wisdom of the superintendent will be seen
m curbing the teacher's vanjty, and in curbing the parent’s blind-
ness.

Enough has been said indirectly, in previous articles, upon the
need of a watchiul eyo over the interests of pupilsin the hands of
teachers who mey be just with the best of motives. Self-interest
sometimes may underlio great devotion to the interesis of pupils.
The system of grading teachers upon percentages obtained by their
pupils s liable {0 gross abuse. It may be of use for purposes of
private counsel, but uojust when made a basis of public award.
There aroc many elements beyond the mathematician’s determina-
tion which utterly destroy the value of his results. Another source
of injustice is found in the publication of a list of promotions of
pupils within some specified time, unless the time cover a period
sufficient to permit the elimination of all temporary, incidental
influences which may favor or retard the moving forward of
pupils, with due regard to the mutual obligations of teacher,
pupil, aud parent, the superintendent will cherish.

5. A spirit of helpfulness. The larger experience can always be
helpful in ways that will not abridge the freedom of theless. The
work of instruction is shared by superintendent and teachers. He,
the controlling spirit,~—they, the active participants; he, the gen-
eral,—they, the rank and file. Any corpsof teachers is the stronger
for their relianco upon their leader. His spirit of helpfulness will
beget in them a spirit of comity, which shall bind them to their
work as itattachesthem more firmly each to the other. If asuper-
intendent will lead, show confidence in, have patience with, be just to,
and wisely help his teachers, be will find through their bearty co-
operation assurad sucoess, Their obedience will be more cheerful
as they recognize the ability of their lender. Their discretion will
grow with opportunities for its exercise. Their shortcomings will
be lessened through the notice taken of their good gualities, and
the fricndly overlooking of their faults. Reproof, even, will be ther
more welcome if they find their deserts are recognized. Theit*
weakness will be made strength by timely assistance. The super:
intendont does his best work through dovoted co-workers : devoted
not to him, but to the work he is set to supervise.—New England
Jonrnal of Education.
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WHERE ALL THE “JOHNS” COME FROM.

“And ho asked for & writing-table, and wrote, saying, His name
is John.” That was shortly before the birth of our Saviour, and
it would seem as though the tablet of old Zacharias had been kept
in pretty constant use ever since  The name would have been ap-
propriate oven without the angelic injunctiun, for what miore
natural than that Zacharias and Elizabeth, who had no child—
* and they both were now stricken in years"—should call their son
by that Hobrow word which to them signified * the gracious gift of
God?”

The name Jesus could not, without irreverence, be applied to
their own children by his followers, but the names of the threo
persons who utood in tho closest relations with Him—St. John
Baptist, St. John the Divine, and Mary ths mother of Jesus—be-
came, and have continued to bo to this day, the most common of
any throughout Christendom. The name of Johu has had all the
means of perpetuity that other names have had in the way of re-

petition in families from one generation to another, and it has been,

extended by the fact that there are many calendaved saints who
have borne it, after whom it has been customary to name childron
born on their respective days, amd no doubt 1t was greatly extond-
ed by naming the babies of England after that Xing who gave
Magna Charta to his barons at Runnymede, and, besides, John is a
name to make good headway on its own merits ; but, after all, the
wonderful popularity of the name in all ages among Christian
people must be accounted for by the fact that it was borne by those
two, who, in considering the merely human nature of our Lord,
stood to Him almost in the relation of elder and younger brother.

The name untered into all European Jangnages, becoming loan-
nes in Greek, Johanues in Latin ; Giovanni, Gian and Gianni in
Italian ; Johann, Johannes, and Hans in German ; Jehan in early
aud Jean in later French, Jan in Dutch and Ivan in Russian, and
Evan and Owen in Welsh. In England itis found in the form of
Jon, Jone, John, and Joon in the thirteonth and fourteenth centu-
ries, and sometimes it got twisted into Jhon, The common English
feminino forms are Johanna, Hannah, Joanna, Joan, Jane, Jenuy
and Janet.

Among the family. names given in the Chicago Directory which
are derived from these various forms of the name of John are the
following : Bevan {ap-Evan), Bevans, Bowen (ap-Owen), Evan,
Evaus, Evanson, Hauck, Hancock, Hankin, Haokinson, Hanks,
Hannab, Hannaway, Hannay, Hanson, Hansbrouge, Hanscom,
Hanstead, Hanstein, Hanoza and Hanszezyk, Jan, Jands, Junnay,
Janson, Jeannot, Jenisom, Jenkins, Jenkinson, Jenks, Jenuer,
Jennoy, Jennings, Jack, Jackaway, Jackman, Jackson, Jacky,
Jock, Johanson, Johnes, Jones, Johnjohan, Johnson, and John-
ston. Jt has been said that plain Johnis not used as a surname in
England, but our Directories show no less than twenty such, and of
these two rojoice in the name John John.

The transmutation of John into Jack is sometimes said to have
come ihrough the French Jacques, but this is erroneovs. Jacques
dces not represent the name of John at all, but is the Jacob of the
Oid Testament, the James of the New, and the Gigcomo, Iago, and
Jakob of Euroierm languages. We are all familiar with such ¢*m-
inutives as pipkin, manikin, and lambkin. The same diminutive
termination is frequently added to names, and especislly to nick-
names. Thus, Sinon is first shortened to Sim, and little Sim be-
comes Simkin, and hence the surname of Simkins, Thomas be-
comes Tom, and then Tomkin, which now appears in the shapo of
Tomkins. Walter becomes Wat, and Watkin and Watkins, and so
John takes the form of Jonkin, Jankin, Jenkin, and Jenkins. But
Jonkin and Jankin made pretty hard words for little mouths to
speak, and 20 in the nursery thoy became Jocky and Jacky, just as
Mary became Mally and.Molly and Polly, sud Sarah became Sally,
aud Mavtha became Matty and Patty, and Margaret became Maggy
and Meggy and Peggy, in the same prolific region for the invention
of néw words. Taking up the children’s Jocky and Jacky, the
older people in colloguial use soon shortened them to the Joclk of
Scofland and Northern England, and the Jack of ‘fiddle and
Sonthern England and the United States.

John and Jack have served us not, only as namos for our babies,
but they entor into the composition of names of unnumbered
things of fmiiliay use.  'Who is net happier and botter fur the im-
mortal johnny-cakes of our mothers? What little boy could ever
grow to be a big man withvut wearing his first jucket (cquivalent
to little juck) with two pockets in it? Deat-jacks, boot-jacks, and
smwke-jacks are old friends, and 8o is jack-at-all-trades, and juck-
an-apes, and the jack that is so much of a knave that he will sutne-
times fall on the king of trumps. A jack-knifo is moro precious
than a Toledo blade, wnd about the only disreputable wembers of
the family of John are the jockey who cheats in & horsc trade, and
then the yellow jack that desolates the land where he walks,—
Chicego Inter-Ocean.

HOW TO TEACH.

Given a person well versed in general knowledge, and specially
acquuinted with the details of some particular branches, the proh-
lem which presents itself for solution here isindicated by the ques-
tion, ¢ In what way shall such a person impart to others the know-
ledge which he has won for bimself?” It is clear that the answer
resolves itself into two parts : first, as to the mauner in which the
teacher should arrange and preparo the various parts of each sub-
ject of fastruction, so that the easy should come before the difficult,
and every step be 4 proparation for that whichis tofollow it ; and,
secondly, that such plans should be adopted as will best tend to
excite the attention of the pupil, and dispose him to exert all his
mental powers in order to comprohond, to appropriate, and to as-
siwilate the instruction which is being given to him, In selecting
these plans, and still more in using them, the teacher should bear
continually in mind that the communication of knowledge is to be
employed as the means of improving and training the mental pow-
ers, and, where religicus instruction is concerned, the moral emo-
tions, . . Young teachers, beth in Sunday and day schools,
ought to apars no effurts to become proficient in the art of question-
ing. We would recommend them to place written intorrogatory
exorcises as & subject on their programme of evening studies, and
to spend at least one hour a week in careful application to it. A
good plan is to take a portion of scripture vr secular reading lesson,
and write down all the questions and explanations on paper which
the teacher would deem it necesrary to give were the class
actually before him. These questions should be divided into the
different kinds mentioned above, and the rules previously given
should Le carefully borne in mind. But this written exercise must
on no account be slavishly followed when the lesson is actually
given, nor shonld it be near at hand cven for reference. Asthe
questions given during the progress of the lesson must depend on
the answers of the pupils, the teacher must not allow liimself to be
cramped and fettered in any way by his previously written exercise.
At another time he may take some subject of instruction, as ** the
manufacturing towns of England ;” arrange his ideas on it in the
shape of written notes ; and then write out the questions which
would most likely be required to bring out thelesson in a natural
and orderly manner, were the pupils reslly in his vresence. 1In
this way the young teacher would find himgelf growfng continually
in readiness and teaching powar, and his pupils would reap the
lasting benefit of his exertions.—Irom Cussell’s Popular Educalor,

Gramination @uestions.

COUNTY OF PEEL PROMOTION EXAMINATIONS, JAN-
TARY, 1880.

- —

D. J. M’KINNON, INSPRCTOR,

Third Class—Promotion to Fourth.

READING.
(50) Third Book, page 18— A gentleman
done myself.”
SPELLING AND DEFINITION.
[On paper from Dictation—Five marks off for each error in the
spelling.]
(100) They planted arude cross of the knotty tamarack wood.
Towards Penn and his fcllowers they buried the war

8aw my business

hatchet. He took off his big bearskin grenadier's
cap. Wo were bounteously rewarded for our anxiety.
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The goat violently opposed the entrance of thelY2)  VIII What privileges had the ' Ono Hundred Associates,”
stranger. Professur Youatt, of the Ruyal Veterinary and what were they to give in return for their pri-
Cullego. A ruyal lady, 1n one of the rush strewn vileges ¢

halls of her rude English palace. The langunge of 1(2) 1X. Give names and dates connected with tho founding and
this nation secns unintelligible to a foreignor.  Danb- taking (at different 1imos) uf Quobec.

ing it over with a grensy matter. Youshall bostrong- | (29 X Give a brief aceeunt of Frontonac. Of what oity did ho
Iy recomaiended tu the Guvernment. : lay the foundation

(60) II. Express in other wurds what you understand by * plant- (2) XL Who were the U. E. Loyakists? How were they troawed
ed a rude cruss,” ** buried the war hatchet,” ** boun- by tho British Government?
teously rewarded,” * vivlontly opposed tho entrance|(2) XIf. What took place in 1791, 1769, 1867 ¢
of the stranger,” " Vetermary College,” ** The lan-1(2)  X{II. Give a brief acconnt of the robellion of 1837 1
guage scoms unintelligible to & foreigner,” and *“ dand- | (2)  XIV. By whowm are ur laws made and administered ?
ing it over,” in the above. © [(2) XV. What is meant by the ‘‘ National Policy 1”

. WKITING, , GRAMMAR.
540) I. Third Book, page 500— At Edmonton at Ware.”  {(10) I. Dofine each of the following : Lotter, Syllable, Word, Sen-
10) II. Three lines of the ten digits. tenco, Praper Noun, Adverb, and give four rules for
. ] ARITHMETIC. . the uso of Capital letters,

(10) I. Find the difference between four hundred and sovon times | (12} II. Form two simplo and two compound sentences oach con-
?xght thousand and forty, and 858226764848 in taining the word horse.
actord. 20) IIT. ify the words in the following :

(10) 1I. What number must be added to 7656463 to make it exact- (20) Ck‘!??r]z: i;]ames rolled on_f.(;}o w:,ug]d not go
Jy divisible by 765 1 . . Withont his father's word ;

(6) IIL Find the sum of LXXV times MCCXC and 25 times That father, faint in death below, .

705. ) His voice nu luuger heard.”

(16) IV. If the apple trees in an orchard are planted 30 feet apart, (20) 1IV. Give the masculinoe of countess, hind, roe, lady, niece ;
commencing at the end of each of 20 rows 690 feet the plural of penny, cuff, lady, mmser, deer ; und com-
loug; and if a plum tree 1s planted m tho row be- pare uld, near, ill, funny and dry.
tween each two apple trees, how many apple and how | (15) V. Dividoe the fulluwing sentences mto Noun part snd Verb
many plui trees 1 the orchard ? part .—[a] Have you any mouoy ! [b] The sea, hav.

(15) V. Ifa horso eats 80 1bs. of hay n o day, how many days ing spent its fury, vecame calm, [c] There was a lack
will 9 Lons last 12 horses? of woman’s nursmg. [d] The boy, overcome with -

(15) V1. If a barrel of appies cuntains 2 bush. 3 pecks, how many fatigue, soon fell asleep. [¢] Sweet is the sonnd of
ll))anilelt]; (;an be filled from 55 trees, each bearing 4 tho echoing horn.

ushels 5 ‘actives i
(15) VIL If a farner has a ten-acre field, how much more will he @) VI Pa‘:{’t?,g g}fh"g{',';:t?;’i adjoctives in the fvo sentencos

gain by growing barley, y1elding 40 bushels to the acre,
at 65 cents a bushel, than by growing wheat yielding
25 bushels to the acre, at $1.19 a bushel, provided
the cultivation of the wheat costs $3 per acre more
than that of the barley ?

(15) VIII. Whatis the value of a pile of wood 36 fect long, 4 feot
wide and 6 feet high, at £3.50 per cord ?

GEOGRAPHY.
[In answering questions II and III vegin a new Line unth the name of
cach town, dc., to be located.]
(10) 1. [a] Draw a Map of the County of Peel,

5) b} Showing the Townships,
(6) ¢] Tracing the Railroads and the Rivar Credit,
(6) d] And locating Brampton, Streetsville, Bolton, Alton,

Cooksville und Charleston.

(20) II. In what Countics and on what ramlroads are the following
towns respecively situated :—Brockville, Orangeville,
Clifton, Guelph, Simeove, Elora, Ingerscll, Port Hope,
Ottawa and Barrie ? :

(28) IIL. What and where are the following :—Manitoulin, Cha-
leur, Miramichi, Cuba, \innipeg, Panama, Chesa-
peske, Frazer, James, Assimbomne, Charlottetown.
Maitland, Quinte, Keewatin ?

COMPOSITION.

(60) *‘The Power of Kindness "—Third Book, page 177.
[Teachers will read the lessun to the candridutes, whowall thereafter write
its gubstance as much as pusnible wn thewr own language.)
CANADIAN HISTORY.

[The following paper, copied verbatim from the last Christmas Ex-
amination Papers of a Western County Model School, 1s mserted for
the use of such Teachers as may chouse to avail themselves of 1t.
It is not expected that any pupil who succeeds 15 other subjects
will be rejected on accuunt of failure in this. )

(2) 1. When and Ly whom was America discovered ?

{2) 1L To what persons did he apply for assistance,and with
what result ?

(2) 11I. How many voyages did he make, and when did he reach
the mainland 7

(2) IV. Explain how this contiuent got its name.

(2) V. What parts of Awmerica were colonized by Britain ¢

(2} VI By whom was Cunada first columized, and what does the
name ** Canada > mean{

(2) VIL Give a sketch of three of the first explorers of Canada,

and tell the names and positiuns of the first settlements.

Hotes and Hetus.

ONTARIO.

There are 1,256 students at the Toronto night achools.

H. L. Rice, B. A., has been appointed Classical Master in Qalt
Cullegnate Institute.

Mr. Bellhouse has been elected Chairman of the Brantford
School Board.

Lindsay High School has opened with a largely increased at-
tendance.

B I\Ix;i James Wilson is the new Chairman of Kingston School
oard.

The many friends of Professor Young will be glad to learn that
he is agamn able to resume his duties.

An Association for the study of the Natural Sciences has been
fuormed in connection with Unversity College, Toronto. Graduates
and under-graduates who are taking the honor course in Natural
Science are eligible for membership.

Mr. James Bain has been elected Chairman of the Toronto Public
School Board.

Mr. L. C. Peake, Secretary of the Toronto Central Sunday
School Normal Class recerved the second prize at the examination
at Chautauqua, 1n 1879. He was the only Canadian of nearly
three hundred students.

J. W. Spencer, B. Sc., Ph. D., Science Master of the Ham-
ilton Cullegiate Institute, has received the appointment to the
Chair of Chemistry and Natural History in the University of
Kung’s Cullege, Windsor, Nova Scotia ; his successor in Hamilton
18 R. B. Hare, B. A., Ph. D., 2 graduate of the *“Vratislavienses,”
Breslau, Silesia. _Dr. Hare, after graduating in Canada, spent
four yeare in the University at Breslau, and devoted most of his
time while there to the study of Science. The Rev. Principal
Hare, of the Untario Ladies' College, Whitby, is his brother. S

Mr. McBride, Hend Master of Port Perry High Scheol, wag
recently preseuted with a silver tea service by his pupils. .

At the Northern fair in the County of Middlesex, a large num-
ber of prizes were given for proticiency in the branches of study
taught 1n the Public Schools.  The highest prize was a gold watch.

Tho High School entrance papers were used in North Hastings

as & test for promotion from the 4th to the 5th book classes.
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On the ovening of the 12th of Dec., the members of the Litemryl
Asgociation of the Orillia High School gave a very interesting e
tertainmont, which passed off most successfully. The programmo
consisted of tablenux, songs and recitations, and ended with a
Jaughable comediotta. Tho young people have now, by their own
exertions, raised $75 towards their library fund.

Mr. W.J Briggs, B, A., who has held the position of Principal
of tho Smith’s Falls High School for the last ten years, having
resigned, his pupils presented him with an address, accumpanied
with a gold chain. The inhabitants of the village presented him
with a well-filled purse.

Wm. McClure, B. A., McGill College, Montreal, gold inedallist
in Mathematics, prizeman in Chemiatry and Frouch, and first of
his class, 1879, has been appointed Mathematical and Scienco
Master of the Oshawa High School. Mr. M.Clure's college course
was s romarkably brilliant one, and it is confidently expected that
ho will ably help to maintain the present excellent standing of the
school of which he is now a teacher.

At the Iast meeting of the West Huron Teachers’ Association ths
following rules for conducting uniform promotion examinations
were passed :—1. That a Limit Tablo, showing the course of study
for the various classes, bo prepared, and that two copios be supplied
to each achool, one to be the property of the master and the other
the property of the trustees. 2. That the examination questions
for prowotion in the varivus classes be prepared within the Limit
‘Tablo, and that the value bo zssigned to each question by the parties
proparirg them. 3. That the examinations be conducted simul-
aneovaly and that each teacher preside at the examination of his
own pupils, assisted by at least ono of the trustees or some person
to be named by them. 4. That each teacher forward to the In-
spector, at least one month before the examination, the number
of papers required by the various classes. 5. That the printed
papers be sont to each teacher, and that the seals be broken by him
in the presence of the pupils on the day of examination, 6. That
each teacher examine the papers of his own pupils, but that two or
more teachers :in a township may combine to examine their papers
together. 7. That each teacher forward the result of the examin-
ations to tha Inspector within three weeksfrom the examinations;
and that promotion certificates be given to those entitled to them,
signed by the Inspecter and the master of the school, 8. That
the examinations be held semi-annually, about the end of May and
the beginning of December.

Craroaxy Hiex Scuoor.—This institution is now (1880)
in a more flourishing condition than it has been during
any previous year, the average attendance having in-
creased very greatly even over that of last year, which in
its turn exhibited a wonderful improvement upon preceding years.
Among other additions may be mentioned the Musenm and Li-
brary, Mr. Wilkins, Mathematical Master, having placed his valu-
able collection of two thousand geological and ‘mineralogical and
eight hundred botanical specimens at the disposal of ths trustees
during his connection with the School ; and Mr. Paterson, the
Frincipal, aud Mr. Hoople, Assistant Master, having contributed
a large quota of books for the latter. Through the indefatigable
exertions of tho Principal and of Capt. Beaumont, Calisthenic In-
structor, a drill shed and gymnasium have been built, To the
former will be added, as soon as possible, an armory with an or-
derly room. The gymnasium will contain all the best and most
modern appliances, and there will be added, as soon as possible, a
bowling alley. Vocal music has, during the past year, received
some attention, the students having on several occasions rendered
operatic choruses, sometimes in costume, to the satisfaction of all
present.

Prcxerive CoLLEGE, aninstitution endowed and maintained by the
Society of Friends, but open to young pevple of both sexes, seems
to be in a very prosperous condition, The object of the School is
{0 secure to its students as thorough an education asz can be ob-
tained outside of a university or of a professional school, and at the
same time to surround them with all the moral influences and
guarded care of a well-conducted home.

The qualification for entrance into the College is the same as
that required for High Schools and Collegiate Institutes, but there
is a preparatory clas: for those not having passed the entrance
examination,

The programme of studies for entered siudents is arranged with
two main objects in view. First, to prepare students for passing
the oxaminations anmually held by the Department of Education,
called the Examination for Third Class Certificates, and the Inter-

mediate Examination, or Examination for Second Class Certifi-

cates , and sccondly, to prepare students fur passing the Examina-
‘ion for Firat Class Cortificates, and =lso University Examinations
of Junior Matriculation, Senior Matriculation, and the Examina.
tion for first year.

The School reopened for the Winter Toerm on January 8th, with
an attendance just double that of its previcus maximum attendance.
Full classes are reading for the Entrance, Third Class, Second
Class and First Class Examinativn of the Educativn Departnent,
and also fur the Junior Matriculation Bxaminativn of the Univer-
sity, and tho Matriculation Examinativn of the Law Society and
of the Medical Council. Thero is also a Coinmercial Form, in'which
the work usnally taken up in Commercial Colleges, including Book-
keeping] Theoretical and Practical, Commercial Arithmetic, and
Business Forms, is taken up. This form is yne of the largest in
tho Cullege. The College has lately made an addition to its staff
of teachers, Mr. B. F. Wood, First Class Grade A, Provincial Cer-
gﬁcat% a]t‘)d Graduate of Bryaut & Strattun’s Business Colloge of

ew York,

NEW BRUNSWICK,

From information received from various parts of the Province,
wb are pleased to learn that there is*at’thoTpresent time an un-
woated activity in educational matters, bothin the towns and in the
country districts. Whatever other causes may bo thought to account
in part for this activity, there can be no doubt it is very largely
due to the action taken by the Board of Education, in Uctober last,
in inaugurating an improved system of School Inspection, and pre-
scribing Courses of Instruction for the Schuuvls. The classification
of schools as being of the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd Rank, or ashaving failed
to classify, and the apportionment of the Proviucial grants to Teach-
ers in part according to the Rank of their Schools, cannot but ope-
rate as a stimulus to tho Teachers. Every Teacher will;be more
anxious than ever to have his ot her schoolin good condition against
the Inspector’s visit. And it will not be, as some suppose, merely
a temporary putting forth of energy, to lapse into indifference after
the inspection is over ; for the classification of the School depends
upon the prupurtivn of the pupils who are able to passthe required
tests, and Ithis depends upon the qualityYof the Teacher’s work,
week io and week out.  That the <doption of the Course of In
struction will tend to improve the chacacter of the work done in
the Schools must be no less evident.

The Annual Schovl Meetings,'in all Districts in which’such meet-
ings are required, were held according tolaw, on the 8th of Janu-
ary,Iwhen Trustees were elected and moneys voted for carrying on
the Schools.

The Educational Circular, No. 10, issued in "January, contains
several amendments to Regulatione ~f the Board of Education, of
which the following are the chief portions of general interest :

The Summer Vacation, instead of being ‘¢ at such time or times
28 the Board of Trustees shall determine,” is henceforth to begin,
throughout the Province, on the second Monday in July, except
when it falls earlier than the tenth of the month, in which%case tho
Vacation will hegin on the third Monday in July.

The Teachers’ Institutes, instead of being each for “an Inspeo-
toral District,” are to be “ County Teachors’ Institutes.” This
is a change in name ouly, as each Inspectoral District heretofore
consisted of one County. The Inspector is to bo ex officio a mem-
bor of the Committee of Management of each County Institute
within his Inspectoral District.

An important change is made with regard to the issuing of Local
Licenses. Previous to the passage of this Amendment, the Iaspec-
tors were empowered, under certain restrictions, to issue a local li-
cense of the Third Class (valid only in the School District for
which it was grauted, and only for one year unless renewed by
permission of the Board of Education) to persons ineligible for the
regular examinations for license, or desirous of engaging in teach-
ang before the half-yearly examination. Under the amended regu-
lation, a Local or District License niay be issued by the Inspector,
only in case the Board of Trustees of the District are unable to ob-
tainfa suitable licensed Teacher, and in case the Inspector then
deems it necessary in the interests of the School service ; such li-
cense will be valid only for one term or two terms (according as
the person receiving it has or has not previously taught on a Local
License in the Province), and will be granted only on condition that
the person receiving it agrees, under guarantee, to attend the Nur-
mal School at the close of the term or terms. The Inspectors may
also issue and renew licenses of the Third Class to persons qualified
to act ag class-room assistants, empoworiug them to act in that ca-
pacity only, and only in the School for which such licenses are
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issued. ‘A person eligible for examination for School License,
desiring to engage in teaching beforo the timo fixed fur the oxam-
ination, may receivo from the Chief Superintenaent a licenso of
the Third Ciass fur the current term, ou cundition that such persun
undergo exammation at thoe time fixed for the same,”

The Westmoreland Connty Tuaclers’ Institute will hold its third
Annual Meeting at Dorchestor, on the 12th and 13th February.

The timo fixed for the Annual Meeting of the (Provincinl) Edn-
cational Instituto is nearly a month earlier than last year—wviz., on
the 13th, 14th and 15th of July.

It may not be known to many teachers that thero is a rovised and
a greatly improved edition uf the prescribed Drawing Bouvks and
Cards (Walter Smith's). In this new series, the buvks of which
aro munbered consecutively thronghout, the exercises are simple,
more progressive in their arravgement, and more nicely oxecuted
than in tho former series. While both the paper and the oxecu-
tion of the work are improved, aud the books are of about the same
size as before, the prico is not increased. The Board of Education
has cansed tho following note to bo inserted in the Course of In-
struction as published recently: ¢ The revised edition of the
Cards and Drawing Books are to Le secured when new Cards or
Books are nceded in the schuvl.  Where Cards or Buoks of the
previous editivn are un hand they may be used daiing tho ensuing
year.” There is also a new edition of the Royal Reader, No. 1,
containing a supplement, to which reference may Le made in a
future number of tho JoURNAL.

NOVA SCOTIA.

The Royal Gazette announces the new arrangements for the In-
spection of Schools as follows :

Distriet No. i.—The City and County of Hahfax—Hinkle Cong-
don.

District No. 2.—The Counties of Lunenburg and Queens—Thos.
R. Pattillo, A. M.

District. No. 3.—The Counties of Shelborne and Yarmouth—A.
C. A. Doane.

District No. 4.—The Counties of Digby and Annapolis—Leander
S. Morse, A, M.

District No. 5.—The Counties of Kings and Hants—Colin W.
Roscoe.

Distriet No. 6.—The Countics of Antigonish and Guysboro'—
Roderick McDonald.

District No, 7.—The Counties of Cape Breton and Richmond—
Alex. McKinunon.

District No. 8.—The Counties of Inverness and Victorin—John
Y. Guon.

District No. 9.—Tho County of Pictou, and that part of the
County of Colchester noi embraced in No. 10—David H.Smith, A.M.

Distriet No. 10.—Tho Conuty of Cumberland, and that pare of
the County of Colchester comprised by the District of Stirling und
the townships of Econmny and Londonderry—W. D. McKenzie.

As a rule, the Press of the Province, both secular and religious,
refer to the above arrangements in commendatory terms. The
Chyonicle (Reform) hints that one appointiment may have been dic-
tated by political motives, while it candidly admits that the goentle-
man continued in offico has proved himself a thorongh good In-
spector. The Herald (Liberal Conservative) states that * of the
new Inspectors, tho only one who has not previcusly filled that
office is a Grade A teacher taken divectly from the Schools, and
that of the others, all with but une possible exception, were Pablic
Schoo! Teachers before they were Inspectors.” The Presbyterian
Wat~ess, fFesleyan, and Christian Messenger (Baptist) express gen-
eral approval.  The latter characterizes the movement as **a great
advance.”

It 1s stated on authonty that the condition of accepting and re-
taining office 1s oxclusive devotion to 1ts duties.

The Scnato of the University of Hahfax met on the Gth of Jan-
nary, in the Legislative Council Chamber. In the absence of the
Rev. Chancellor from indisposition, the chair was taken by the
Vice-Chancellor, W. J. Stairs, IBsq. The following members of the
Senate were present, in addition to the Vice-Chancellor: Very Rev.,
Priucipal Ross, Rev. Principal Macknight, Rev. R. dcDonald,
Rev. J. Ambrogse, Rev. E. M. Sauuders, Hon. Judgoe Johuston,
Hen. P. C. Hill, Hon. Senator Powell, Professor Higgins, Presi-
dent Inch, Dr. Honeyman, Dr. Lawson, the Superintendent of Edu-
cation, Dr. Farrell, Dr. A. P: Reid, and Dr. R. S. Black. Much
important business was transacted.

The following regalation regarding Text Books was adopted :

* Whero several Toxt Books are in any subject suggested, can-
didates may read any one of them, or anv group of them, as tho
case may be; but in all such cases the candidates be required to
notify the Registrar #* the time of transmitting theiv certificates
of the Text Book or Twat Books used by them, and the Roegistrar,
in his notification to the oxaminers in their subjects, shall give a
list of all the books used by the several candidates.

Tho following Committees wore appoiuted :  1.—To appoint Ex-
aminers in Arts and Scieuce : Tho Chancellor, Rev. President
Dart, Professor Lawson, Dr. Allisan, Superintondent of Education,
Rev. R. McDimald, Rev. Priocipal Macknight. 2.—To appoint
Examwiners in Law :  Hoa. S. L. Shaunon, Hon. Judge Johuston,
Hon, L. G. Power, Hon. J. S. D. Thompson, Attornoy General, the
Chancellor. 3 —To appuint Examiners in Medicmme. Dr. R. 8.
Black, Dr, A. P, Reid, De. Farrell, the Chaucellor.

Rev Principal Macknight, Rev. R. McDonald, President Inch,
and the Registrar were appointed a Committee to report subjects
of examination for 1880.

The Report on firat B. A, Examination showod that the first prize
had not been awarded. The second prize was won by Saml. C.
Murray, of Mount Allison; the third by 8. Dunn Scott, of Mount
Allison ; the fourth by J. M.Kercher, of Montreal,

The Repurt on the Secund B. A, Exanmunation showed that the
only candidate had failed. Some discussion arose as to whother
his protest against the decisivn of the Examiners shuuld bo read
and considered. A resolution to do so prevailed, whercupon the
Senate unanimously resolved to sustain tho decision of the Exam-
iners.

The Report on Second B. S. Examination was read, showing that
the degree of Baclelor ¢f Science, with a place on the First Division,
had been obtained by A. H. McKay, Esq., Principal of the Picton
Academy and B. A. of Dalhousio College.

The Report on First LL. B. Examination was approved, as also
that on Second LL. B. Examination, the Degree of LL. B. being
cLOt;lferred on Messrs. J. H. Sinclair, J. M. Oxloy and W. E. Mec-

ellar,

The Report of the Comwmitiee nn Presentation, recommending
that a pnblic presentation be held this year, was adopted, and Wed-
nesday, September 11th, fixed as the day.

A motion of Hnon. Senator Power to withdraw Chemistry from
the list of required subjects, and place it as an uption with History
and one or ntore of the modern languages, was dobated at longth.
The net result of the discussion was the appointment of a Com-
niittee, composed of the Chancellor, the Superintendent of Educa-
tion, Senator Power, President Dart, Professor Luwson, and Dr.
Honcyman, to consider the subject and report at the next moeting
of Senate, as to the propriety of modifying the B. A. Course in the
above regard.

The following were appointed a standing Committee on Toxt
Buoks :—The Chaucellor, Dr. Allison, Rev. Principal Mackuight,
Prof. Luwson, Hon. L. G. Power, Dr. A. P. Reid, Prof. Higgins,
Rev. Principal Dart, President Inch.

‘The most interesting and spirited discussion of the Session {ook
place on President Inch’s motion to open np the privileges of the
University to women. ‘The proposal was strongly supported by
Professor Higgins and the Rev. Mr. Ambrose. Senator Power
apoke in opposition. Professor Lawson inquired if the Statutes of
the University do really discriminate against women. Finally the
Committeo named below was appoiated to consider tho subject, and
report at the June meoting of the Senate . —President Inch, Rev.
Principal Mackunight, Dr. Lawson, Dr. Farrell, Hon. L. G. Power.

It is understond that the first nceting of the Educational Asso-
ciation of Nova Scotia (gee Official Department) will be held at the
Normal School, Truro, on the 14th and 15th of July.

Thero are 119 onrolled purils at the Provincial Normal School.
Of those, one is working for liconse of Acadenic Class ; thirty-three
for Second Class, and the remainder are cither working for Third
Class, or without reference to immediate obtainment of license.

QUEBEC. .

‘Tho Blwe Book, containing the Revort of the Superintendent of
Education of the Province of Quebec for the scholastic year 1877-78,
has lately been issued from the Department of Public Instruction.s
The volume is quite large, and full of interesting and instructivey
details on the whale Educational system of the Province. Itg
contents ave :—tho Superintencdent’s Report, addressed to the Pro-
vincial Secretary of the Province, with five appendices.

No. I. On Reports of School Inspectors :

No. 1I. On Normal Schools. .
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No. III. Monetary Tables—i. e., amount levied fur Public In-
struction in the Prevince of Quebec for the year 1877-78 ; and then
follows a tablo of superior Educational Institutions for the same
period, with amounts appropriated to them.

No. IV. Minor Tables—e. g., books sent to the School Inspectors
to be given as prizes, number of pupils who have attended Normal
gchozls, limits of each Inspection District, salaries of Inspectors,

c., &c.

No. V. Minutes of tho procecdings of the Ruoman Catholic and
Protestant Committe. 3 of the Council of Public [nstruction,

Wo shall confine our remarks in this articlo to the able, clear,
and in not a few of its dotails, satisfactory Report of the Hon. G.
Ouimot, Superintendent of Public Instruction, It is plonaing to
hav% lto }:mte such progress as the following figures incontestably
establish :—

Increase in School Municipalities over proviousscholastic year, 18
do. in School Divisions,.. ...... o ereerereneraniaene connnese 40
do. in School-houses, ........ Cereeserirensans crersestniainianes 119
do. in Schools (under control),.. o
do. in numbor of pupils,.........
do. in averago attendance,........... Ceeerisiraressiesennns . 1673

In reference to the new School-houses which have been erected,
the Superintendent remarks . I would direct attention, 1n par-
ticular, to the fact thal the 119 new school-houses erected have
boen built upon plans supplied or approved of by me; it sufhces
to say, that of this number there are none to w'.ich the severe
criticisms of the lnspectors can apply.”

It might bo supposed, ou veference to the statistics, that, in re-
spect to Academics and Model Schiouls there has besn a falling off,
but on this point the learned Superintendent says :—* I thmk 1t
my duty to explain that it would be wrong to conclude from this
circumstance that we have retrograded. Inone of my past reports,
and in my circulars, I have insisted on a better classification of our
schools, 1 had perceived that several institutions, styling them-
selves Model S:cools or Academies, were far from meriting these
titles. Consequently, the Council of Public Instruction, in mak-
ing the distribution of the Superior Education Fund, according to
the [nspectors’ reports, thought it right to increase the list of Ele-
mentary Schools, by curtailing that of Model Schonls and Acade-
mies. In reality, therefore, tHere has been no diminution, but a
rectification.” There is further evidence of progress in the past
scholastic year over the previous one in the great increass of pupils
studying the principal subjects of the compulsory programme.
That increase is very marked in the following subjects :—

In History,..veeemen..s ST, S URUUTORTPRRIURY : X . -4
¢ Arithmetic,...o evuee eedeeeneettittaatees teeranatrassantes 6,193
¢ Buok-keeping,. ..... . . e veeeesesenennens 1,758
¢ Gengraphy, . ...ccoeeriiaennnies reeererenes cerrearenas cecosnesenne 4,852

€ AGEICUILUTE, - veveaesesrnnerenecrrianinens s a s averinenenneecs anene 5900

¢ Mechanical Drawing,...coeeee corveveisserisnencis cunrensenenes 12,663

These facts prove that the Province of Quebec is not stationary
in the great work of Education, notwithstanding the great diflicul-
ties with which it is beset.  The next subject referred to in the
Superintendent’s Report is School Inspection, and on this head
there is no uncertain sound. The Superintendent speaksemphati-
cally on the benefits and necessity of thorough School Inspection
tv the growth and efficiency of our educationalsystem. ‘¢ Without
inspection,” he says, ‘it is impossible to work a system of Schools
any more than any other public organization.” ¢ The inspection
buileting ave the new weapon placed in the hands of the Superin-
tendent.” .

A specimen inspection bulletin is then given.  * The Inspector,”
continues the Superintendent, “filla up his formula after his
visit to each school, and, when he has completed his tour through
a municipality, he is obliged to forward me, under cover, the bulle-
tins of all the schools in such municipality. By means of this
system, the Superintendent can always arrive at an understanding
of the the manner in which the local authorities fultil their duties,
and of the spirit with which they are animated.”

The law requires that the Inspector shall visit each scheol in his
district twice a year, and tho Council of Public Instruction has laid
down the principle that each Inspector should not have more than
100 schools to visit * ¢ but,” continues the Superintendent, ‘‘it
hae been necessary to depart from this principle, and a double visit
is still an iinpossibility for more than one Inspector. There is,
therefore, reason, I repeat, to increase the Inspection staff.” With
respoct to the Inspection system itself, it ouly requires to be com-
pleted by the appointment of two general Insgectors.

After some romarks in regard to the Book Depository, tho ques-

1

tion of Scholastic Exhibitions was taken up.  Tho success of the
Provincial Scholastic Exhibition at the last grand wuniversal con-
ircss held at Paris is referred to with commendable pride, and all

Sducational Iuatitutions throughout the Province of Quebec are
earnostly recommended “to take measures immediately for con-
tributing to the Provincial Exhibition, to be held next Seprtember
at Mountreal, or to a General Exhibition at Ottawa.”

The Canadian Academy of Art, advocated by the Governor Gen-
eral last summer in a speech delivered beforo the Ontario Society
of Avrtists, is said to be far in process of formation. A Constitution
has be¢n drawn up, and arrangements are in progress for holding
the first annual exhibition at Ottawa during the approaching Ses-
sion of Parlinment. Subsequent annual exhibitinns are proposed

to bo held in the cities of Halifax, St. John, Quebec, dMontreal and
Toronto.

Officinl epurinuent.

NOVA. 8COTIA.

The Council of Public Instruction has adopted the following Regu.
latfon, providiug for the organization of an Educational Association
under Provineial sanction and encouragement *

Tue EoteaTioNal ABg0uIATION OF Nova Scoma.

The Superintendent of Education shall have authonty to assemble
annually in either Halifax or Truro, or at any other place which may be
approved of by two-thirds of the Execntive Comunittes hereinafter pro.
vided for, an Educational Association, whoso object shall bo to promote
the efficient operation of our Public School System, and the professioual
improvement of its own members by the discussion of edueational
questions. .

1. The Association shall be composed as follows:

1. Tho Superintendent of Education, the Principal and Professors of
the Normal School, the Provincial Examincrs for Teachers’ Licenses,
and the Iuspectors of Schools, shall be exr oficio members of the
Assooiation,

2. All members of the late (voluntary) Educational Association, all
licensed Teachers, the Chancellor and Fellows of the University of
Halifax, and the Presidents and members of tho Faculties of the
various Colleges affiliated therewith, may become members of the Asso-
ciation by enrolment and the payment of such fee (not exceeding one
dollar) as the Association itselt may determine.

1I. The Association shall be dircoted as follows .

1. The Superintendent of Education, the Principal of the Normal
School, and seven persons chosen snnually by the Association from
among its members, shall constitute an Executive Committee. This
Committee shall have control of all funds raised by the Association, and
shall appoint its own Secretary.Treasurer to receive those funds and
disburso them under the direction of the Committee. The Committeo
shall also determine the days of the year on which the Annual Meoting
of the Association shall be held, and the programine of exercises for
each meeting (vid. infra, 6).

2 The Association shall appoint a Secretary, and, if necessary, an
Asgistant Secretary, who shall keep a record of the proceedings of each
meeting, and forward a report to'the Minister of Education.

3. The Superintendent of Education shall preside at the meotings of
the Association and of the Execntive Committee At his request another
member may preside, and in his absenco the Association or Commitiee
shall choose its own presiding officer. -

4. The Superintendent of Education is authorizod to use the Normal
School Building and appliances for the meetings of the Asgociation when
they are held in Truro, and the Principal and Professors will aid to the
oxtent of their power in promoting the success of such meetings. The
Pupil-Teachers will bo admitted to the exercises, but not as members of
tho Association, save when enrolled under Section I, 2,

5. Teachers can claim the same privileges in respect of attendance at
meetings of the Association, as are given them by regulation in segard
to attendance at District Associations.

6. The Superiutendent of Education shall have, in respect to the firat
meeting of the Association, the power conferred on Exccutive Committce
by I. 1. .

- ONTARIO.
On aud from the 1st day of January, 1880, it is proposed to only allow

thirty-three and a-third per cent on all sums appropriated by the Trus.
tees for purchases from the Educaional Depository o: Booksellers.

S. P. MAY,
Depository Saperintandent.

81st Decemboer, 1879,
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Hendings and Recitations,

LET IT PASS,
Be not swift to take offence ;
Lot it pass|
Anger is a foe to senso!
Let it pass !
Brood not darkly o’er a wrong ;
Which will dizappear ere loug ;
Rather sing this cheery song -
Let it pass!
Lot it pass !

Strifo currodes tho purest mind;
Let it pass!
As the unregarded wind,
Lot 1t passt
Any vulgar souls that live,
May condomn without repriove;
'Tis the noble who forgise.
Let it pass!
Lot it passi

Echo not an angry vord ;
Let it pass !
Think how often you have erred ;
Let it pass!
Since our joys must pass away
Like the dew-drops on the spray,
Wherefore should our sorrows stay ?
Let it pass!
Let it pass !

If for good you've taken ill ;
Let it pass !
Oh, be kind and gentle still !
Let it pass!
Time at last makes all things straight ;
Let us not resent, but wait,
And our triumph shall be great ,
Let it pass!
Let it pass !

Bid your angor to depart ;
Let it pass !
Lay thoso homely words to heart ;
s Let it pass 1
Follow not the giddy throng ;
Better to be wronged than wrong ;
Therefore sing the cheery song—
Let it pass!
Let it pass !
—All the Year Round,

THE LESSON.
A teacher sat in a pleasant room,
In the waning light alone;
Her head was bowed in anxious thought ;
With the work and care the day had brought,
She had faint and weary grown.
And tho task that secemed light in the morning’s ray.
As she thought of it now, at the close of the day,
When weary with toil, and faint with care,
Seemed more than_human strength could bear.

Since the scholars had left her, one by one,
Nearly an hour bad flown ,
She had given them each a kind good night,
And while they lingered her eyes were bright,
But they dimmed with tears when alone.
Ske Liad burue the burden the day had brought,
The daily task she had faithfally wrunght,
And now, to solace ber weary mind,
A lesson of life she sought to find.

The work and cares of the day she scans,

But no lesson from them receives.
¢ The day had no lesson for me,” ghe said

+ A lesson, I'll read -1n the Book nstead,”
And she opened her Bible leaves,

When 10! the lesson sho had svaght in vain,
Todraw from her fainting and weary brain,

Tv—

At onco from the holy page she drow,
Though always the same, yet ever new.

« Establish Thou tho work of our hands; **
'Twas this that met hoer gaze—

The words went up from her lips like prayer ;
And as sho read she treasured there

A lesson for many days.
Not alone for her let tho lessou be,

May it coma as well to you and me.
Let our prayer be tho words of holy writ,

“ Yea, tho work of our hands ostablish Thou it."

-@xc[}mtge Degurinent,

In this department questions submitted by teachers will be insorted, that
tho¥ may bo discussed Ly thoso who aro desirous of either giving oxr rocoiv-
ing ligit in rogard to thom,

1. Is the word * ordinary » correctly used in the following sen- .
tzt'an}:; féom Dr. Morell :—“An ordinary prosperous Englishman "—

2. Should not the word *‘ to " be replaced by the word * till” in
the sentence, “To the middle of the 15th century "—T1. H, C.

3. Is the word ‘¢ previous” correctly used in this sentence ?
¢ The raft into which the timber is formed previous to being float-
ed down the river, ete.”—1'. H. C.

4. How should the voice be managed at the exclaration point
when reading? In somo cases ehould not the voice be allowed to
fall ata period ? as in this example :

“ Gud ! let the torrents, like a shout of nations,”

‘“ Answer ! and let the ice plains ccho, God ¢ "
Would it be a fault to let the voice fall at the end of the second
line? The piece from which mny example is taken (Hymn in the
vale of Chamouni) has nearly every line ending with an exclamation
point, and to my ear it does not sesm well to keep the voice al-
ways on the rising inflection.—M. D.

5. How should * the while " be parsed n this example : -
“1And”tenrs are in her eyes the while she makes her humble
aint. .
P Should it be parsed as an adverb relative to makes, or as a noun
{meaning “ the time”’) and governed, by some preposition under-
stood, as *‘ during " ¢ .
6. In this example :
¢ If I could cry away mine eyes,”
¢ My tears would flow in vain ;”
Should “If I could cry” be parsed as Subjunctive, Past, aad
‘« would flow " as Potential, Past 7 And in all cases is the presence
of a conjunction before a verb sufficient to place it in the subjunc-
tive, or must it express futurity as well as contingency ?—231, D,

7. 1 would like some one to give the best methods of keep-
ing school registers through the columns of the JourNAL.

8. After examining ‘‘ Mason's Grammar,” T do not exactly under-
stand when the auxiliaries would, should, may and might, of what
is often called the potential mood, should be used as principal or
ag auxiliary verbs. I would be thankful to receive some light on
this subject through the columns of the C. S. JovrNaAL.

Geachers’ Pssocrations.

The publishers of tho Jourwvar will be obliged to Inspectors and Bocroe-
taries of Topchers’ Arsociatfons if they will sond for publication programmes
of meetings to be hold, and brief uccounts of meetings held.

WATERLOO.—The next meeting will bo held in tho Central 8chool, Berlin, on
the 30th and Sist January, 1880. Programme: Arithmeotic, R, Alexander ; Read-
i g 8 8. Horner, Grammar, E Rub‘y, Should the Provincial Teachors As-
sociation bo mado Representative? W. F Chapman : Is Provincial Uniformity
in Text Bouks desirable ?2 T. Hillfard; Chemistry, D. Forsyth; Essayists,
Misses Gray and Young Selection of time for next ;{romotion examination,
An_hour for goneral business each day. Natural Phitosophy (Moments), B
Hallman, Qiuontion Drawor. On Friday evening Jas. Bushos, Esq,LP. 8,
Toronto, will deliver & lecture in the Town Hall on the Kindergarten, and o
Suturday will take up Industrial Drawing, Phonic Roacing and Object Lessor 8

C. B. LINTON, Secratary. R. ALEXANDER, President.

Nrrpas, —February 5thand_6Oth, 1880. Thursday.—10 aan., Roll Csil and
Roading Minutes, (‘orrespondeaco. Anpointment of Committees. 11 a.m.,
A dross, Mr. P. Jordan. 1180a.m., ° ‘Teachors’ Libmry." Mr. A, C, Smith.
10pm., “Tho Teachar,”Mr O D Casslemapn. 2p.m. ‘“Township Boards,”
Mr, A, Brown,I.P.S, 230p.m., “8chool Law,* . A, Allison,Jr. 8 pam,,
" Drawing,” Mr. L. Welch., 330 p.m,, Quostion}Drawer. Friday.—10o.m,
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ties Mr A, A, Whittaker, 230 p.am., * Competitive Examinntions?” 3 p.m,,
" Partial Payments,” Mr V. H. Irvino, B.A. 8.30 Y{.m , Queostion Drawer. 8.
Woods, Esq., M.A,, Into Roctor of Coll. Ivstitute, lngston will doliver his
gogular lecturo on the * Lifo and Times of Goldsmith,” on 'fhursdny ovening,
0 runr{ 5h,8 Y,.m., in Morkey's Opora Hall.
A. BROWN, Prosident. IRWIN STUART, Soorotary.
Morrisburg,Jan. 15,1880,

Nont PrTit—~Somi-annmal meeting jn the Contral School, Listowel, on
tho 2uth and 21st days of February, 1880, Programme—3. Natural l’hilosoph*
J. Crozier, B.A.; 2. Introductor: l%obm, J. Draper; 8. Engifsh Ilistory (4ith
Class P 8), D, D, Ellis; 4. Reading by Couvontion (The Prairica), pago 49, IV.
Book, B. Rothwell; 6. i’byslcnl Sclonco ns an Educator, B A, Colomnn, B.A.
6. Iuplls’ Roports, 8. Ranton; 7. Mode of Conducting 'romotion Examinutions,
R. Muuro; 8, Analysis of Gray's Xlegy by Conventlon, page 856, 1V, Book, J.
Wilson, B.A.; 0. Goography ol British Eanpire, 8.J Rilpatrick; 10. Shall the
Provinclal Assoolation be made ropresontative? H. Dickonson ; 11. Election of
Delegatos to Provinofal Associntion, An Entertaiumeont on Friday ovoniug.
Return tickets on Stratford & Huron R'y at onsanda third fare on prosonta-
tion of Secrotary’s certificute at beginning of journey. Toacliers aro requested
to bring Fourth Rondors, and are oxpocted to come proyared to discuss the
above programmeo, espoclnll{ subjocts 4 and 8.

R. RUTHWELL, Preut., Listowel. H.DICKENSON, Seo'y, Stratford

West Vicroria —The teachers of West Victoria held their half-
yearly mooting at Woodville on Dec. 29th and 3Cth, 1879.

In the absence of Mr. Wood, President, Mr. Reazin, Inspector, was
moved into the chair.

Mr. Cundal opened tho Convention by discussing the subjooct of Arith-
metio.  Mr. - Jilehrist, of Woodville, then gave a lesson on Grammar.
His lecture was very interesting, In tho afternoon, Mr. Reazinexplained
his method of introducing reading to junior classes; this called forth
considerable discussion. Mr, Dobson, of Lindsay High School, thon
gave somo useful hints on factoring in Algebra, after which Geometry
was disoussed by Mr. F MsEachren ; both gontlemen evoked consider-
able discussion. In the evening Mr, Dobson gave a very instructive and
interesting lecture on ¢ Canadian Uiterature %o a very large and atten-
tive audience.

On the second day, Mr. Knight, of East Vigtoria, read an essay on
Composition, and Mr. Shaw, of Omemce, read one on Prosody. IEach
gentleman treated his subjeet in a masterly manner. At the closo of the
business of the Convention, the following motion was made, which met
the approbation of all present. Moved by MreCundal, and seconded by
Mr. Gilohrist,— That this Conventicn veiy! much regrots tha: Mr
Dobson is about to leave our midst ; and a8 he has always checrfully
rendered us material assistance at our meetings, the thanks of this Con-
vention aro tendered to him. Although the Convention was held during
tho holidays, it was a decided success. Joux Coxpay, Secretary.

East Kexr.—The Association met in Ridgetown on Friday, October
81st and Saturday, November 1st, 1879, with the President, Mr.
Masales, in the chair. There was a largo number of toachers present,
who entered into tho discussion of the subjects on the programme with
lively intorest. An excellent essay on ¢ Consecutive Thought” was read
by Mr. Masales. The essay will be published. ¢ Amusements in Public
Schools,” by Mr. Ward, called forth remarks from the msjority of the
fraternity prosent. ¢ Goography” was taken up by Mr. Frampton, who
treated it in his usual lively manner, Mr. McGillivray followed with
« Factors and Maltiples in Arithmetic.,” *Studies in Public Schools”
was next discussed, and a resolution was passed that this Association
concur with the resolution relating to optional subje- s on second olass
programms passed by the West Brucs Leachers’ Association at their last
meeting, ** Prizes in Public Schools” was teken aup by Mr. Harrison,
I. P. S., who was followed by several teachers. An entertainment was
given by the teachers on Friday evening in tho Porter Opera Hall.

) War. S. McBrayng, Secretary.

REVIEWS.

Tee Winter's Tairk, Edited, with notes, by Wm J. Rolfe.
New York: Harper & Brothers, The preceding volumes of Rolfe’s
school edition of Shakspeare’s plays have been highly commended by
the most competent critios of theday. The }Pinter's Tale is quite equal
10 the other volumes of this excellent series, snd is in every respect ad-
mirable. The introduction, the critical comments and notes are just
what they ought to be for the purposes of the school-room, and render
the volume equally acceptable to the general reader, whether his taste
inolines to linguistio or csthetic criticism. We heartily recommend the
work to the student, the teacher, and the general reader.

Ax EneMesTany GREEE Gmammar, By William W. Goodwin, Ph. D,,
Eliot Professor of Greok Literature in Harvard College. Second Edition,
Boston: Ginn and Heath, 1879, Pp. xxviii. and 393, octavo. This is a

y | dent of Amherst Colloge.

piece of scholarly work done by a competent man. In the etymological

c;atax of the moods and tenses is very good. Othor valuablo fontures
are: A catalogue 6f tho vorbs used in classic Greek, which prosent diffi-
cnlties to the learnor on account of peculiarities in their conjugation; a
short but good account of Greok versification, and full indoxes. Judg-
mont has been displayed throughout in the arrangement and selestion
of the matter, Tho printers havo dona their part well. On the whole,
wo are not acquainted with any better Greek grammar of the same size.

A Sksres or Monrar Scigxcr. By Laurens P. Hickok, D.D,, LL.D.
Revised with the co.operation of Julius H Scelye, D.D., LL.D., Presi-
Boston : Published by Ginn & Heath, 1880.
pp. 208, octavo. This is a rovised edition of a college text-book which
has been in uso for twonty-five years in the United States. We pity tho
students who havo been compolled to study it. In the first place, the
Janguage used frequently lacks clearness, and is sometimes ungrammati-
cal. Then tho proportion which reasoning bears to assumption through-
out the volume, reminds us of tho ratio betweon Falsiaff’s meat and drink
—' but one half-pennyworth of bread t> this intolarablo deal of sack.”
Again, some of thoe fow attempts at reasoning it contains are rendered
invalid by confusion of thought.

*t The ultimato Rule of Right has been deemed obscure to some, and
thought to involve a solf-contradiction by others, but which is now so
presented as evarcely to admit of partial or mistaken apprehension.” —
Preface to the Revised Edition.

“Widely different and very conflioling theories have beon advanced ;
and as this isso fundamental for the science of morality, the system hac
of course received its whole charazter from its foundation-principlos.”’—
Page 28.

The redeoming features of the work aro that the printers have done
their part well, and that it gives a tolerably fair account of what wo
ought and ought not to do.

Trg Teacuer's HaNp-BoorR OF ALGEBRA ; containing Methods, Solu-
tions, and Exercises illustrating the latest and best Treatment of the Ele-
ments of Alycbrua, by J. A. McLellan, M.4., LL.D., High School Inspector
for Ontario. When some months ago it was rumored that a mathema-
tical treatise was being'prepared by Dr. McLellan, scepticism 2xisted as
to the extent to which even he counld impart freshness to so threadbare
a subject as elementary algebra. The book has appeared, and the scep-
ticism has disappeared. We venture to.say that neither in England, the
United States, nor Canada has a work been published covering the same
ground in which will be found so much originality, such eleganco of
methods and such vigor of treatment ; in either of the former countries,
if propeily introduced, the book will be in as great demand as in our
own. Itis not a formal treatise on Algebra, but consists rather of a
series of essays on branches of tho subject which are of great importance,
but which are strangely ignored in all other text books. The first four
chapters are on Substitution and Horner's Division, Symmetry, Factor-
ing, Measures and Multiples ; the fifth and sixth are on Equations ; and
the last consists of a collection of miscellaneous examples. The short
and refined methods which add so much to the interest of the subject
and to its value as an instrument of mental training, but which hereto-
fore have been known only to our best teachers, will be Jound in some
paxt of the book. As one amongst many examples of elegant reasoning
wo recommend our readers to page 87. Some of the neatest solutions we
have had the pleasure to meect we found in Chapters V. and VII, The
chapters on Symmetry and Factoring mes® a fresh intellectual life in
mathemstics to those who have not enjoyed the advantages of having
the best instructors. The work is perhaps but the natural product of
the great revolution in the mathematics of our High Schools which has
taken placo witL.u tho last few years, and which Dr. McLellan has done
so much to bring about, Helf a dozen y~ars ago such a pablication
would have keen out of place in Canada. fxaminers received any soln-
tion of a problem, and werv glad to get it ; but now, and especially in
Algebra, every competent examiner will distinguish between a candidate
whose snswors are matsed by neatness and elegance, and one whose
awkwardness almost destroys the merit of being right. Dr. McLellan's
work should be in the hands of all‘teachers of mathematios, a(nd in |
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thoso of their sentor pupsls. All cundidates at the oxamiuations for
Toachers, and the Intermediate and Matriculation Examiuations, should
be acquainted with its methods.

MAGAZINES.

THE CONTEMPORARY REVIEW for Javunry has been rocoived from Strahan &
Co., Paternestor Row, London, nud contuins: * England in the Eighteonth cen-
tury,” by Karl Hillobrasd, an able vindicatlon of the much calumniate 1 18th
century, which tho writor considers ** the most truly humun and fruitful of ul}
tho ages"—un * ora of iucrensed political liberty, of revival in litoratwe, und
of remarkablo religious dovelopment.  Iu - Landlords aud Luws,” Professor
Blackio digcusses, with charactenstic eluquonce and force, svme of tho burie
g quostions conuected with landed property and the ownorship of the soil.
He argues that no man *18, by the law of naure, entitlod to muke a testamont
80 a8 to huve it respected after bus death.” Tho general tenor of the article is
in condemuation of * large proportios,” and certainly the Professor makes out o
very good caso. “Justinian,” by Robert Buchanay, 18 a poom thut all wily
road with intorest. Tho lesson of the poem, taught by no fecble poetic power,
18 that pure rationalism 18 uvable to satisfy the deep ycaruings of the soul:
notwithstanding its announcement that

“Pan and Apollon und great Zous aro dead,
And Jesus L Lirist hangs cold upon the cross.
Nay moro, the hght of Science newly born
{Iuth.sluxg t.ho‘ mgl:t of §h0 Diviue Idea.

Y - .

Iég;ul:e! rth ‘r:h gn!ovous shadow gaits the oarth,
Walks fotteriess mmdt fooos tho flonor of thiags,

“Herbert Speucor un the Data ot Ethivs "5 a0 able criticisiu, by Professor
Calderwood, ¢f &pencers ‘Data of Ettues.  Tho oth.er articles aro. - Tho
Lotters of Chaurles Diclens, by Matthew Browno, ** The C.suracter and Wntiugs
of Cyrus tho Great, in conticction nith a recout discovery,” Ly Canon Rawlin-
son, " Tho Kelativuof Ammals and Piauts to Tame, by krofussor Mavart; * Thio
Chineso Drama,” by Rubert h. Doug.as; ** PLuosopliy in the last Forty Years,”
first artiolo, by Professor Lotzse, " Cuntomporary Life and Loaglt fu Italy,"
by Siguor Roberto Stuart. Onthoe whole this is a most able and intoresting
number of a veriodical which bes few cquals and no superiors.

THE NoRTE AMERICAN REVIEW bas been reccived from D. Appleton & Co.,
N.Y. It contains: “The Catholic Church and Modern Society,” by Cardinal
Manning ; “ The Third Torm,” by T. V. Houx; “ M. Do Leszeps and his Canal,”
by Rear-Adwiral Daniel Aunmen, “Now and Then 1n America,” by G. A. Sala,
*The Emancipation Proclasustivn,” by Jawes C. Wiling, * Kocont English
Boeoks,” by Mayo W. Hazeltine.

Tue WESTERN, January-Foebruary, has beoa received from tho publishers
G. L Joues & Co., 8t. Loms. “My Lorelei’ is an jutoresting story Ly Octavo
Thanet, - Women as Arcluteets, by Martha N. McRay, considers how wmuch
womep are necded aud what thoy can du as architeuus, 1t o thoughtful aud
sugvestive articlo. Jn' Tho Spelng Reformu,” M. B. (. Truo atters svimo
wholusowue truthis Which the mivocates of the su-called * reforus” nwould dowell
to ponder, Nagapaula,’ by Wm.3l. Bryant, 188 very readable account of o

guddhist draiue of thut name. Tlere uic, bosides, Buuk Reviews and Carront
otos.

TaE JOURNAL 0r SPECULATIVE PHILUSOPHY has been ivceivod from G. I
Jones, St. Luuis. Its cuntentsare * Rauts unitiquo of Pare Reasun,” criticised
and explaiffed by bimsclf, by A. E. Krocger. “ Tho Mcthod of Thuught,” by
Meeds Tutbill, “ Professor Cart vn Kaat, Ly Dr. Stirling, “Kant's Deduction
of the Categories, with special referenco to the viows of Dr. Stirling,” by Prof,
Caird, " Notos and Discussiuns and Bouk Notices.” We can confidont’y recom-
mend the Journal not only tostudonts of Philosophy, but to all who wish to
koop * posted ™ on the very latest phases of speculative philosophy.

The February sumber of the Lelantic Montkly contains, besides 144 pagos of
thr usual interesting melawyce of poetrs pruse, ficti m, history, criticisia, and
miscollancous ossays, & supplement of 24 pages, which is filled with an account
of tho breakfast given by tace publiskiers of the magazine in Lonnr of tho seven-
ticth birthdsy of Oliver Wendell Holmes. This eutortainment appears to have
been o great success, and thoe poems and speeches aro well worthreading. Dr.
Holmes's poem, * Tho Iron‘Gate,” read in responss to the toast of “The Auto-
crat of tho Breakfast Table,” isa remarkable production for a man of three
acoro years aud ten.  Among the other contontsas an able, readable and very
instructive article on “ Pessimism,” by Goldwin Smitb, which islikely, wo fancy,
to provo distasteful to the officiul defenders of tho “established creed.” Mr,
Howells' novel, " Tho Undiscoverca Conotry, continues to incrcasec 1o interost.
Tho remaining articles arc oxceodingly 1nteresting.

TeE ENGLISE PRIMTIVE METHRODIST MAGAZINE comos to out table with an
inviting and varied il of fare. As may be secn by its topics, the rcader has
much to stimulate his intcllectuel and carich his #prnitual natuce. The Janu-
ary number 13 adorned with o portrait and scveral cogravings, * Councillor
Rorwood's Investinont and what camoof at ia & sory roadable article, by the
Rov. Georgo : haw. wcorgo Warren bas hus fifth chaptor on “ Revivals of Re-
ligion,” which 18 wntten with great alauty. Many wall be interested in the
«Historical Settin of Seloct Hymna." I

SunDay AT HoMe, with its brief but beautiful homily for cuch Sunday fn the
nionth, will afford suituble mattor for moditation to such as are provented
from uttonding tho miulstrations of 1L s houso of God, while it cannot but be
read with delight by & much Iaxgor class. We have only glanced at a few of
thio muny subjeots contained in this useful monthly.

APPLETON'S JOURNAL for Fobruury containg * A Stroko of Diplomacy,” from
tho French of Victor Cherbulicz (conclusion); “ Tho Comedy Writers of the
Rostoration;” * Miracles, Prayer, and Law,” by J. Boyd Kiunoar; “ Lifo in Brit-
tany :**‘The Seamy Side,” by Walter Besant aud Jamos Rico; ** Teaching Grand-
mothor—~Grandmother's Teaching,” by Alfrod Austin; *The Russiun Gypsies *
by Charles G. Lelund; “F st Impressions of tho New World," by the Duke of
Argylo; “{Editor's Tablo” and * Buoks of tho Day."

Tik PoroLaw SCIENCE MoXTHLY.—Tho February Popular Science Monthly
is of rure vacellenco, its invoico of fresh sciontifio dissussion is most attreotive,
and in real instructive 'esy puts it boyond all its compotitors. The firstaxticle,
on “The Origin of tho Criminal Law,” by William W Billsoo, will be equally in.
teresting tolawyers and to the public. It isa striking chapter in the science
of socia! progress, and biings out a view s novel as it is important. The se-
cond paper, il ustrated, on * Laporte’s World of Plantsbeforo tho Appearanco of
Man,” dovelops a new view of the relations of primitivolife, which isof .omark-
able interest. “How Typhoeid Fever is Conveyed,” by Dr. T J. Maclagan, isa
sanitary discussion of great momout to all houscholds Oneof themostcharm-
ing papersin this number is by Walter Nordhoff, on “ Havoverian Village
Lafe.”* Itisa vivid picture of tho quaint and curlous usages that continuo as
thoy huve gone on for conturies in tho social organism of o grimitlvo German
community. “Maps and Map-naking before Mercator,” by Judge Daly, Presi-
dent of the Amecrican Geographical Sociuty, is a very in%ructwq essay on tho
early pregress of geography and the art of its roprescntation. It isfull of gnods,
ithtastratiens. Dr H. Corrington Bolton givos an instructive account of “An;
cient Mothods of Filtration,” which will attract all interosted in chemistry an
tho development of thonrts. Professor Rain closes his noalyrisof the charactor
aud works of Mill, ana Dr. 8. Ausien Pearco cuntributes an importan' paper on
the scicnco of ususic, under the title of “Imyperfoctions of Modern Harmony "
“Davlight m the S~hoolroom " *“Hvgicne in tho Higher Education of Women,”
by Dr A. Hughes Bouuott, und “Artesinn Wells und tho Great Sahara,” by
Licutonant Scurooder, are meors of equala 1 varied interest, as are ulso * The
Uiigin of tho Gypsies,” and “Prchistoric Records™ Thero ave a skotch and

nrtrait of Professor Benjamin Silliman and thee *itorials and popular miscol-

any uro unusually full audattractive. The conductors of this vafunblo peri:
odical seern detenmined to keep tus load in their supply of entertaining and
substantial reading for the poople.

HOW THE EARTH WAS FIRST MAPPED OUT.

What these early maps were we do not know, but can form a
reasunable conjecture. The earth at that time was supposed to be
a flat circular plain, or disk, the broadest part being from east to
west, which was entirely surrounded by an ocean, or great river,
ttat washed it upon all sides. In about the centre of this plain
Greece was suppused to be situated. lhe great central sea of the
inlLabited region was the Mediterranean. The farthest point known
at the west was the Straits of Gibraltar, then called the Pillars of
Hercules. The suuthern part comprised the north of Africa as far
as the deserts, while the region north embraced the countries
borderiny upon the Mediterranean, and an unknown hyperborean
land farther to tho north, with the Euxine and Caspian Seas at the
northeast. The farthest eastern point known was about the wes-
tern hoit of 1ndia, This was what would then be contained in a
map as o representativn of the earth. The sun was supposed to
pass under and around this flat plain, which was then the mode of
accounting for the changes of day and night. Thespace beneath
was supposed to be a great vault, ealled Tartarus, the abode of the
spints of the wicked among men, as the region corresponding to
it, above the plain, was the heaven, or abode of tho gods. The
ungnowa regons beyund the Pillars of Hercules was fllod up with
creatures of the fertile imaginations of the Greeks. To the north-
west and north were the Cimmerians, a people living in perpetual
darkuess; and the hyperborezns, a race supposed to be exempt
from toil, disease, or wars, who enjoyed life for a thousand years
in a stat- of undisturbed screnity. To the west of Sicily were the
enchaited islands of Circe and Calypso, and the floating island of
Eolus. A little to the north of the Pillars of Hurcules was the
entrance to the infernal rogions; and far out in the Western «
Ocean,_boyond the limits of the known earth, was the happy
region called Elysium, a land of perpotual summer, where a gentle
zephyr constantly blew, where tempests were unknown, and where
the spirits of those whose lives had been approved by tlp gods
dwelt in perpetual felicity. Hero, also, were the gardens of the
Hesperides, with their golden apples guarded by the singing
nymphs, who dwelt on tho River Oceanus, which wasin the ex-
treme west, and the positian of which was constantly shifted as
geographical knowledge increased. — From ¢ Afaps and Map-making
before Mcrcator,” by Chief-Justice Daly, in Popular Science Monthly
for Kebruary. .
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