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AN ESSAY -
PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL; %
IN WHICH THERE ARE )
NUMEROUS FACTS AND ARGUMENTS
Adduced to prove that many of the .
INDIANS IN AMERICA
Are descended frmz"tbe |
TEN TRIBES.
¢¢ But when he faw the multitudes he was moved with com- :
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the harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few : Pray
ye, therefore, the Lord of the Harveft, that he will fend forth
labourers into his harve®t.” MaTTREW, ix. 36, 37, 38.

 Goyeinto all the world, and preach the gofpel to every
creatore.” Marx, xvi. 15,
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AN ESSAY
&e. -

T feems to be at this.time required of
I the difciples of Chrift, that there
thould not'be a nation from the north
to-the fouth pole, without having the
gofpel preached to them. < How beau-
tiful ‘(faith the feripture) are the feet of
them that preach the gofpel of peace,
and bring glad tidings of good things!”
The principal places, hewever, wl;ere
the gofpel- ﬁnght at this time be propa-
gated with.great profped of faccefs, are
in America, among the Indians, and in
Afnca, among the Negrocs, and others

There is'a ftrong argument in favor
of the Indians beidg converted tochrifti-
anity, their being’ defcended from the
Jews.---St. Paul fays that < all Ifrael
fhall be faved.” As this is a fubje@ of
great importance, it may be neceﬁary to
nge it confiderable atten txon -

“The

B L
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Theaborigines of America were pro-
bably the defcendants of Neah, that is,
America was firft peopled by ‘the fons
of Noah, before the divifion of the globe.
The fons of Noah' are faid to have wan-
dered over the earth. We read in the
25th verfe of the 10th chapter of Ge-
nefis, of Peleg, that ¢ in his days was
the earth divided.” 'The Hebrew word
Peleg ﬁgmﬁcs adivifion.---Itis aﬁron;g
argument’in favor of the divifion of the
globe beintg & fa& of - ‘great ‘notoriety,
that a man of eminence obtairied his
name from the circumftance. From
the Timaus of Plato it appears, that the
Greeks had fome idea og this event.*
If ive look at a-map of the world,-we
fhall-think-it highly probable, - that the
Weﬁ' Iadqa Iﬂands haye. been feparated

. bY

» Plato in his Timaas fays, it was reported there
was formerly an iftand ir the" Aslantic; beyand the
Piilars.of Harcules, greater than Africa aad Afn.
He fays that in d vaft earthquake the earth opéned,
and {wallowed . 8p- its warlike'inhabitants; and” the
ifland itfelf was {unk in ga.endrmous whirlpool., . -

See Plato’s Works, printed at Lyons, in Y 590.
Folia. Page 525.-

¢¢ And where th’ Adanm: rolls wxdt continents
bave bloom’d.’” v
Beattie’s Minftrel.
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by a great convulfion of nature, from the
continent of America. Carver in his
travels fays, that at Beering’s Straits
{which are now fometimes called Cook’s
Straits) the continents of Afiaand Ame-
rica, on both fides, appear as if they had
formerly been united.

Afterwards it is probable that America
was further peopled by the Ten Tribes,
who were taken captive by Shalmanefer,
King of Aflyria. -We read, in 2 Kings,
17;- 6; that  in the ninth year of
Hofea,. the King of Affyria took Sama-
ria;, and carried Ifrael away into Affyria;
and placed them in Halah and in Habor,
by-the river of Gozan, and. the cities
of the Medes.”™ It is faid ¢¢ There was
none left but the tribe of Judah only.”
I conceive, however, that in. this, as
well as feveral other paffages of Scrip-
ture,, the tribe of Benjamin, which was
once nearly extirpated,. is comprehend-
ed under that of Judah.---From thefe
two laft tribes the Jewsin Europe have
principally defcended: Or, to {peak with
more accuracy, frem thefe two and the
tribe of Levi. We generally fpeak of
the zwelve tribes of Ifrael, though in

A2 "reality
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reality there were ' thirteen. 'The land
of Ifracl was divided-ifito twelve parts
for the twelve - tribes; ‘and ‘the tribe
of Levihad no part nor inheritance with
their brethren. : By ‘the Mofaic law théy
were to receive, inftead, certain- parts
of things that wer¢ facrificed, and-the
ﬁrst fruxt of Corn, Wme, 011 &c&

It is faxd in: nﬁira%-k(whfc&though it
may contain fome- idle vifions, Kas fotne
truths) that, ¢ the Test Fribes which
were carried away prifoners out of their
own land, took counfel among them-
felves that they would leave the multi-
tude of the heathen, and ge into'a fur-
ther country.” ‘It is faid they went into
a country called Arfareth, of Ardrath,
which in Hebrew fignifies ¢ the curfe
of trembling.” Sir William Jones, in
hisaccount of the Afghﬁﬁs, in the ‘Afi-
atic Refcarches, which aceount-is alfo
printed in his own werks, obferves,
‘< they are faid by the beft ‘Perfian’ Hi-
ftorians to be defcended from the Jews.”
He fays they have a diftrict called- Ha-
zareh or Hazaret wh:ch mlght e;lﬁly

ave

+ 2 Bfdras, Chap. xiii.



have been -changed into the word ufed
by Efdras: - 7 .o 0 -

It is probablé that a part-of the Ten
Tribes remained in the country, - where
they were carried near ‘Habor (which
is now called Tabor) and that the Tar-
tars'are their defcendants. It is men-
tioried'in- Aaron Hill's Travels that the
Tartars hada-towri called Jericho, and
that the name- of their - capital Samar-
yan (or Samarcand) is very little differ-
ent from Samaria, - It is faid they had a

-Mount Sion, and a river Jordan; with

many pillars, “buildings and reliques-of

antiquity which were evidently Jewith

monuments. The Tartars* boaft of
their defcent from the Jews. Some
Meoravian Miffienaries who have been

- : at

© * ¢« Tamerlain, or rather Tam-her-lane the
great, who led the Turkith Bajazet about his city in
an iron cage, would often take occafion to be vaunt-
ing of his pedigree, affirming he was lineally defcend-
ed from the tribe of Dan, in'an uninterrapted Ge-
nealogy.”*
Sec ¢ the prefent ftate of Zthiopia, Egypt, Palef
tine and the whole Ottoman Empire.”” By Aaron
Hill Efq. Folio, page 331. London printed, 170q.
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at Mount Cancafus in Tartary, and in:
North America, fay there are people at
Caucafus, who fpeak a languagc fimi-
lar to that.of fome American Indians.--
The Tartars, are. divided - into tribes,

and pralife circumcifion.

A part of the Ten Tijbes may hayve
continued in Atfareth; as well as Tar-
tary, and-a part may have, paft over
from the continent. of, Afia to.that of
America, at Beering’s or Coolc’s Straits.

~=-It is ‘faid in Ledyards account: of

Captain  Cook’s voyage, that thefe
Straits are but fourteen leagues over;
about twice ‘the breadth of the Straits
of Dager.. . Itis mentioned in Cook’s
laft voyage that there are fome Iflands,
named Diomede, about the middle of
thefe Straits, which are alternately vifit-
ed by the inhabitants of both continents.

Many have gone from one continent to

the other in open boats..

An interefting work was publithed
in London in 1775, entitled, ¢ Hifto-
ry of the American Indians, particular-
ly thofe nations adjoining the Miffif-
fippi, Eaft and Weft Florida, Georgia,

Scuth
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South and North Carolina, and Virgi-
nia, by James Adair, Efq. a- trader

with the Indians, and refident in their
country for forty yms o »

MrcAdan- endmvours to prove by 23
arguments that fome of the Indians are
the defcendants of the Jews. ¢ 1. Their
divifien into -tribes; 2. Their. wor-
fhip of* Jehovah; 3. Their notions of
theoeracy 5~ 4. “Their belief-in-the mi-
niftration of angels; 5. ‘Their lan-
guage and dialeéts; 6. ‘Theif ‘manner-
of counting time; 7. Their Prophets
and high Pnei’cs, 8 Their feftivals,
fafts, and religious rites; g. Their dai-
Iy facrifice; -10. “Their -ablutions and
:moan»tings, 1t. Their laws of unclean-
fiefs; 12. - Their abftinénce from un-
clean things; 13. Their marriages, di-
vorces and pundhments, 15. Their
cities of refuge; 16. Their purificati-
ofi§, and ceremonies preparatory to war ;
17. Their ornaments; 18. Their man-
ner of curing the ﬁck, 19. Their
burial of the dead; 20. Their mourn-
ing for their d&d 21. Their raifing
feed to a deceafed brothcr, 22. Their

choice
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choice of names; 23. Their own’ tra<
ditions.” - .. . .. :

It has been fuppofed there are many
vifionary notions in Mr. Adair’s' work.
If -we were to grant there are fome; 'we
might contend and prove there sre;many
things obferved by him, and corrobo-
rated by others, which indifputablyma-
nifeft the defcent of the Indians from
the Jews.--~The defeent in my opinion
would be dlearly-psoved; if they could
only eftablith two points, "and they can
eftablith many more, the feparation of
their women -at_a certain time by the
Indians, and their dance in which they
fing Hallclujah Yo-tre-wah., We know
the former.cuftom to prevail univerfal-
ly; and the lattes:frequendy amiong the
Indians particularifed by-Mr. Adair,-—-
Moutt not the first cuftom have {prung-
froma higher fource than. the indelicate
mind of 2 Savage, -and- could they: have
found Hebrew words jn the Defart? .

‘Mr. Adair. fuppofes the -practice of
-circumeifion muft have declined among
the Indians, from the Jofs of their tharp
knives as. they pafled through the De-
fart

e it A iy At - w
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fart. In a.ecurious and .learned pam

phlet, however, . publifled:in - Lohidon
in rbigoy entitled, ¢ Jewes in-Ameri-
ca, or probabilities; that the: Americans
are Jewes, propofed by Thomas Tho-
rowgood, B. D. one of the Aflembly
of Divines” the author obfetves ' < Gro-
tius {gys confidently, : we' have {0 many
witheffed) that the -Americans be -eird
cumcifed; 4s.’it Becomes not & modeft
than' to demy. ity and amony the rarities

brought from thofe quartets Pancillorus

{peaks of ftoney  knives very . fhar
and . cuttin xa'en}ctl- his illuﬁr?tor,» }};e
Salmuth; E;WS that the Jewes of old did
ufe:fuch.in their circumcifings,- knives
of : ftone:*: which facrament :gmitted
forty years in: their: travels, is revived by
God’s .command “to Jothua, 5; 2
Make thee' fharpe knives, ¢ultros. pe-
trinos. = Atias Montanus reads cultros
lapideos. in the Vulgar:Latire, but the
Septuagint doth not only mention-
thofe rockey knives, but adds, taken
from a fharpe rocke, as if the 4llufion al--
o " fo

:* < Then Zipporah took a tharp ftone, and cut off
the forefkin of her fon.” Exodus, iv; z5.

Ry
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o were to Chrift- the Rocke that doth
circumcife;;our  hearts. - Lerius affirins,
he faw-fome of thofe cutting ftones or
knives at: Bragil.” pages; 9-and 10.... .

Wi Penn faysofthe il;itiw;cs';)f:

" Pennfylvania, < For their original T dm.

ready: to ‘helieve: them: of the Jewith:
race, <k mean:of .the ftock of the - Ten-
Tribes; and, that for-the following rea-.
fons::-Firt they were to gofo a:land:
not planteéd or - known, which ‘to be
fure Afiaand Africa were, if not Europe;
and He that intended that extraordina-
1y: judgment upon. them might: make
the paffage not uneafy to.them,:as it is
not impofiible: initfelf from the eaftern-
moft parts of Afia to the wefternmoft of
America. In the next place 1 find them
of like countenance, and their children
of fo lively, refemblance,: that a..man
would think himfelf in Duke’s Place or
Berry Street, in Londor, when he feeth
them: But this is not 4ll, they- agree
i Rites ;. they reckon by Moons, they
offer their firft-fruits, they have a kind
of feaft of Tabernacles, they are faid to
lay their Altar upon- twelve flones;
their mourning a year, cuftoms of wo~

men,
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men, with many things that do not .

now occur.” See a general defcription
of Pennfylvania by William Penn.

It is curious and pleafing in reading
the travels of thofe who. have been

B AT TR

among the Indians, to find how the "~

customs of the Indians comport fre-
quently with the laws of Mofes. Thefe
cuftoms are fometimes faithfully defcri-
bed by men who have no fuppofition
that any of the American Indians are
the defcendants of the Ten Tribes.

David Brainerd in his Journal fays,
‘¢ vifited the Indians at Juneauta Ifland
(Pennfylvania) and found them almoft
univerfally bufy in making preparations
for a great facrifice and dance.

“ In the evening they met together,

near a hundred of them, and danced
round a large fire, having prepared ten,
fat deer for the facrifice, the fat of whofe.
inwards they burnt in the fire while
they were dancing.

Rz They continued their ﬁcred dance
all night or near the matter, after
B which
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gch they ate the ficth of the facri-

In Lewiticus itis faid < The fat that
covercth the inwards, and all the fat
that is upen -the inwards. The Prickt
fhall burn them upon the altar: it is
the food: of the offering made by fire,
fora fweetfavour. All fat is the Lord's.
It thall be a perpetual ftatute - for your
generations, throughout all your dwel-
Engs, that ye eat neither fat nor blood.”
See Leviticus, latter part of the third
chapter. Ifaiah alfo fpeaks to the Jew-
ith nation « of the fat of thy facrifices.”
435 24«

_ Mr. Samuel Hearne printed a work
in London, in 1795, entitled < A Jour-
ney from Prince of Wales’s Fort in
Hudfon’s Bay, to the Northera Ocean.”

-He fays the northern Indians have a

dance in which they fing Hee-Hee-—-
Hoe-Hoe; 'which muft ogiginally have
been the fame with that of the {outhern
Indians in which they fing Hallelujah
Yo-he-wah. He fays the northern In-
dians fo rigidly exa& the feparation of
their women at 4 certain time, that ¥

at
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at that time 2 woman oaly comes acrofs
them when they are hunting they think
it 2 bad omen. He fays that after
child-bisth a serthern Indian woman
is reckoned uaclean for a month or
five weeks; during which time the al-
ways remains in a {finall tent placed at a
little diftance from the others, with only
2 fernale acquaintance or two.” Page 93.
~—By the Mofic law a woman who
bere a child, was to be unclean, and fe-
pasated many days..--Leviticus, chap.
XL

Mr. Hearne fays * among the various
fuperflitious caflomsof thofe people (the
northern: Indians)it is worthy remark-
ing, and ought to have been mentioned
in its propes place, that after my com~
panions: had killed the Efquimaux at
the Copper River, they confidered
themfelves in a flate of uncleannefs,
which induced them to pracife fome
very curious and unufual ceremonies.
In the fisft place all who were concern~
ed in the murder were prohibited from
cooking aay kind of vichals, either for

lves or others.” Page 203.

We

LA it e,
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We read in the Prophet Haggai ¢ If
one that is unclean by a dead body
touch any of (bread or pottage, “or
wine, or oil, or any meat) fhall it be
unclean? And the Priefts anfwered and
faid, it fhall be unclean.” Haggaiii;
12, I3. B

- Mr! Hearne fays * They refrainedalfo
from eating many parts of the deer, and
other animals, particularly the head, en-
trails and blood; and during their un-
cleannefs, their vi¢tuals are never fodden
in water, butdried in the fun, eaten quite
raw, or broiled when a fire fit for the

purpofe could be procured.” Page 206.

~=-It is faid in the firft of Samuel ¢ Al-
fo before they burnt the fat, the Prieft’s
fervant came, and faid to the man that
facrificed, give fleth to roaft for the

Prieft; for he will net have fodden

fleth of thee, but raw.” 2; 13.

- Charlevoix fays of the' Hurons and
Froquois Indians, ¢ the hufband when
the wife happens to die firft, is obliged
to marry her fifter, or in default of her,
fuch perfon as the family of the decea-
fed {hall chufe for him.---The wife }:m
* her
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her part is uadar the fame obligation
with refpect to the hulband’s relations,
provided be dies without leaving any
children by her, asd ghat the is full cay
pable of bewring any. The reafons they
alledge for this are the fameas. exprefled
in the 25th chapter of Deuteronomy.”
Vol. 2. Pages 48 and 49.

Charlevoix in his letters relative to
North America, fays ¢ The notion of
an unpiverfal deluge is wery general
among the Americans,” meaning the
Indians: Viol. 2, page 144. He fays the
Indians have an avenger .of blood, like
the ancient Jews ; which.is al{o aflerted
by Mr. Adairandmany others. An offi-
cer of rank in the American army told
me the following ftory. He faid he
was once at Pittfburg, where he faw a
party of Indians. Upon the arrival of
another party of Indians in the town, one
in the first party trembled, and shewed
irmt figns of uneafinefs. It was foon

nown that this agitation was occafion-
ed by the appearance of an Indian in
the fecond party, whofe relation he had
murdered. He furrendered himfelf
-witheut sefiftance to the demands.of
B2 juftice
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juftice. He was led to a ftable and

flaced .upon the ground between two
- Indians. His head was in this fituation
*declined, when the Indian whofe kinf-

man he had'murdered, that avenger of
. blood, came into the ftable with a con- .
" fiderable body -of Indians, and putting
his tomahawk into the head of the
murderer with a yell, afterwards fcalp-
” "ed it. A

I think that fcalping may have been

practifed by the Jews, from an expref-
fion in the 68th Pfalm. ¢ God fhall
"wound the head of his enemies, and the
- hairy fcalp of fuch an one as goeth on
ftill in his trefpafles.” ver. 21. ¥ By
: this I fuppofe to be meant, that the Al-
'mighty would do it by the Jews the
f inftruments of his vengeance,

7. " The fine expre{ﬁon-of which the In-

“ dians
o . *Tam aware of another cuffom that was ufed by the
. Jews upon the body of an enemy. (1 Samuel, 18 ; 27)
g But T think that fcalping might alfo have been pra&ti-

. fod fometimes.——A perfon of information, whofe ap-

A ' pointments led him to be frequently in the country of
J the Indians, told me, that the other caffom is fometimes
- pra&ifed by the Indians, and that he has known them,

: . 16 imitation of the Jews, to carry the amputated part
~] in trinmph.
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dians are fond that. « the Great Spirit

loves a brave man”.may have come from
the Jews, whofe Prophets reprefent the
Almighty as being delighted with the
exertion of valor in his caufe. We know
it to be intimated in fcripture, that'the
courage of David in treading down the

idolatrous and wicked nations around
~ him, wasa great caufe of his being rai-
fed to the throne of Ifrael, and called
< the man after God’s own heart.”

The author of an Effay, entitled,

¢ Some Conjectures refpe&ing the firft

-peopling of America,” in Carey’s Mufe-
‘um for December 1791, vol. 2, page
262, fays ¢ Dr. Jonathan Edwards,
fome time ago, communicated to the

Society of Arts in Connetticut, fome

-ingenious obfervations on the language
of Muhhekaneew Indians ; thewing the

extent of that language in North Ameri-

ca, tracing the connection thereof with

“the Hebrew. Indeed it is no fmall proof
- of their Jewifh defcent, that the Mohe-
gan language fo nearly coincides with the

Hebrew in the pronouns and perfons,

the preﬁxcs and fufﬁxes, in which it dif-

fers
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fers from all the ancient and medern
languagesin Europe.

. Some cuftoms. feem alfo-well authep-
ticated among fome dndians that-appesr
10 ‘be remains-of the Jewifh religion, @
Toaftinga fawn, :and eating it with blan-
Ikets ‘girded:around shem, -and carefully
ot hreaking abone-of it through religi-
ous devotion ; which feems clearly to
be the Hebrew Paflover, though they
cannot explain it, but fay ¢ their forefa-
shers:did {o, and all good Indians.ought
10 do {o0.” ‘Some -of them alfo report
that their-forefathers had books to-read.
Arnpothbercuftom, in which they refem-
blethe Jews s, ‘“-thatthey have women
.mourners:for the:dead, &c.”

Some have fuppafed too many -difhi-
culties about the converfion of the In-
-dians. The Moravians have :frequently
‘had great Tuceefs in this matter, Itis
.mentioned in Morfe’s Geography of the
Moravians, “¢ They 'began a miffion
.among the Mazhikan, Wampano, De-
laware, Shawancc, Nantikok, and eo-
-ther Indians, about fifty years ago, and
“were fo fuccefsful as to add more than

- one
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one thoufand fouls to the Chriftian
Church by Baptifm. Six hundred of
thofe have died in the Chriftian faith;
about 300 live with the miffionaries
near Lake Erie, and the reft are either
dead or apoftates in the wildernefs.”
Vol. 1. Page 483. Edition of 1793.

A letter dated April 2 5th 1799, fays,
¢ two hundred miles North-weft of
Hartferd (Connecticut) on the borders
of the Indian nations, .I am informed
the Lord is pouring out his fpirit plen-
tifully. The aborigines flock to hear
the gofpel, and fall under the Word
like ‘Dagon before the Ark. Very large
numbers have been added to the church-
es in the vicinity the laft year.” . '

In the ftate of Maflachufetts, the
. Prefbyterians have converted many of
the Stockbridge Indians, one of whom,
called the Rev. Mr. Occum, I heard
preach to a large congregation in one
of the Prefbyterian meeting-houfes in
Philadelphia. .

Mr. Bartram in his acceunt of the

Southern Indians makes it appear very:

probable,
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probable, that fome of them might be
eafily converted. He fays, Oﬂ the
Sabbath day before I fat off I could not
help obferving the folemnity of the
town, the filenee and retirednefs- of the
red inhabitants : bus 2 very few of them
were to be feem; the doors of their
dwellings were fhut, and if a child
chanced to ﬁray out, it was q;mckly
drawn in again. I afked the meaning
of thxs,, and was immediately an{fwered,
that iz being the white people’s. belo-
ved day, they kept it religioufly facred
to the Great Spirit.”See Bartram’s Fra-
vels through Nerth and: South Carolina,
Georgia, Eaft and Weft Florida. Page
457-—-He fays of the Creck Indians,
 They are juft, honeft, liberal, and
hofpitable to ﬂ'rangcrs confiderate, lo-
ving and affeCtionate to thew wives and
relations; indufkrious, frugal, tempe-

rate and perfevering ; chmtable/ and
forbearing.” Page 490.

I once had an epportunity of fesi
the King of the €)Cphoétaws’:y who tzl%
me, that his people were defirous of
imitating the white people in the build-
ing of their houfes and in every thll?}l_%

¢
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He appeared a fenfible old man of no
bad difpofition. 1 frequently converfed
with lem, and fuppofed I'had gained in
fome meafure his efteem. The firft origin
of this I conceiveto have happened from
this circumftance. When I was once
fitting at breakfaft this Indian came into
the room. Some -of the company were
mclined to laugh which I thought &f-
pleafed him. I gravely brought him a
chair, and procured the breakfaft which
he withed #o be fet befide him. Before
he touched the breakfuft, he rofe
and with uplifted hands and eyes, while
" he fpread himfelf over the table, fida
thort grace. He did this, which I fup-
pbfed to be giving thanks to the Great
Spirit, in a becoming, folemmn, and af-
fe@ng manner. Seme were near langh-
ing at this, to which no pradent perfon
could have felt the leaft inclination.
From this time our acquaintance in-
creafed, and we always fhook hands
when we met with a.cordiality which is
feldom found in the world. I think the
not laughing at the Indians, is one of
the beft methods to engage their efteem.
Thofe who are better acquaimted with
them than I, are of this opimon. And
it

e
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it is certain that many of them diflike
tq,la;ib at, or in any manner to ridicule

ite people. This turn for ridi-
cule prevails frequently in the worft
perfons, and in thofe who are moft
worthy of ridicule themfelves. The
wife and good fhould be cautious' of
ufing ridicule. It fometimes imbitters
the mind more than the worft inju-
ries. -

I remember a circumftance which
ve 'me a favourable opinion of this
ndian. To divert pim, we had procu-
red a fhew-box (fdch as is frequently

carried about in England to divert per-
fons for a penny) with the piGures of
Richmond-Hill, the Thuilleries, Porto
Bello, &c. feen through a magnifying
glafs. 1 had thewn him feveral of the
pi¢tures, about twenty I think, when
coming from behind the box, and ma-
king avery civil bow, he faid zbat juftice
muft be done, and began deliberately to
count the pictures, the fight of which he
faid muft be returned, picture for prc-
ture. The throne of the Cho&aws had
not taken away a common feeling to-
wards others from his mind.---He was
' generally




25

generally fuppofed able to bring ten
thoufand fighting men into the field;
but General Wathington, whofe infor-
mation was probably accurate in thefe
matters, faid, that he could only bring
about five thoufand. It would be worth
while to thofe, who wifth to propagate
the gofpel among the fouthern Indians,
to be particularly attentive to this
. Chief, if he be yet living, or if he be
dead, to the tribe or nation of the Choc-.
taws ; for I remember particularly well

his telling me, that his people were ve-.

ry defirous of imitating the white peo-
ple. He{poke a broken language, con-
fifting of bad Englith and bad French,
to me and the people in Philadelphia ;
a language, however, which I could
fornetimes very well underftand.

The Jews fcattered through the

world are generally of opinion, that
fome of the Indians are the defcendants
of the Ten Tribes.

It might have a happy effe@® upon

the Indians, if a miffionary ‘'who un-

derftood their language, or through the
medium of an interpreter, Were to ex~
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cite their curiofity and admiration by
telling them, that they were defcended
from the greateft people on earth, from
the favourite nation of the Almighty.
He might t#H them of the wonderful
deliverance of their forefathers from the
tyranny of Pharoah, when the Great
Spirit himfelf defcended upon Mount
Sinai, and gave the ten commandments,
which were ¢ written with the finger
of God.” The miffionary might tell
them of their forefathers, in the words

of the Apoftle, that <« By faith they

paffed through the Red Sea as by dry
tand; which the Egyptians affaying to
do were drowned. By faith the walls of
Jericho fell down after they were com-
paffed about feven days. By faith the har-
lot Rahab perithed not with them that
believed not, when fhe had received the
fpies with peace. And what fhall I
more fay? For the time would fail me
to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of
Sampfon, and of Jeptha, of Davidalfo
and Samuel, and of the Prophets:
who through faith fubdued kingdoms,

" wrought righteoufnefs, obtained pro-

mifes, ftopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the violence of fire, efca-
ped
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ped the edge of the fword, out of

weaknefs were made ftrong, waxed va-
lient in fight, turned to flight the ar-
mies of the aliens.” Hebrews, xi;
29--34. ‘
9--34 ‘e

The miffionary might then mention
the prophecies relative to the Great
Saviour of the world; the promifed
Mefliah of the Jews, with the exa& ful-
filment of thofe prophecies ; and then
expatiate upon the juft and benevolen
precepts of the gofpel.

It would be a moft happy circum-
ftance for themfelves and for others, if
the Indians could be ever perfuaded to
relinquifh their horrid cuftom of tor-
ture. It is this which has inflamed
fome to with for their utter extirpation.
It would be a great point gained by
thofe who have an opportunity of con-
verfing with the Indians, if they could
only reform them from this cuftom, in-
dependently of the converfion to Chrif-
tianity. ‘Torture cannot be juftified
upon the old Jewith principle of juft
revenge, for that only required an eye
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,

' whereas

-
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whereas torfure exceeds the demands
of juftice. :

- It is probable when the time arrives;
foretold by the prophets, that the Jews
will be gathered from their difperfion
among all nations, many of the Indians
will pafs over at Beering’s or Cook’s
Straits, into Afia. It is faid of the
‘Almighty by the prophet, ¢ Forlo I
will fontxymai&, an%rlpwill fift the houfe
. of Ifrael like-as corn is fifted in a fieve,
yet fhall not the leaft grain fall upon
‘the earth.” Amos, ix; 9.---And Ifaiah-
fays ¢ I will bring thy feed from the
‘Ezft, and gather thee from the Weft. ¥
will fay to the North give up; and to
the South keep not back; bring "my
fons from far, and my daughters from
the ends-of theearth,” xliii; 5 and6.

Thefe prophecics fhould induce the
whole people of America to treat the
Indians with as much lenity and. for-
bearance as poflible. We reafon from
¢ the fure word of prophecy,” accor-
ding to the expreflion of the Apoftle,
when we fay, that all the defeendants
of the houfe of Hrael, among -which

: are
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are many Indians, will be reftored to
the land of their forefathers. This will

~ probably happen about the conclufion

of the prefent century, fomewhere near
the year 19oo. - Many of the Indians
will then relinquifh their land to the
white people. Upon the reftoration of
the Jews it is faid, that the land of their
forefathers will be. too {mall to contain
them and that they will wifh its borders
to be enlarged. ¢ For thy wafte and
thy defolate places, and the land of thy
deftru&ion, fhall even now be too
narrow by reafon of thy inhabitants.”
Ifaiah, xlix; 19.

We may conclude with certainty -
from the prophets that the reftoration of
the Jews will be literalas well as {pi-
ritual. Mofes fays, that when the Jews
¢ return unto the Lord” he will bring
them ¢ into the land which their fa-
thers poflefled, and they fhall poffefs
it.” Deuteronomy, chap. 3oth. The
land of their forefathers can never be
taken in a {piritual fenfe, but muft lite-
rally mean the land of Ifrael.

A C2 Mr.
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Mr. Jofeph Mede fuppofed from the
obftinacy of the Jews, in refifting for
fo great a length of time every argument
which mankind could urge in favour of
Chriftianity, that fupernatural means
would be neceffary to prevail with the
great body of them ; that they would be
converted like Paul by vifions from
Heaven. Some may be converted in
this way, but others may be converted
by reading the New Teftament, or
other treatifes in favor of the gofpel.
Weknow that fome have been convert-
ed by reading the New Teftament (fee
for this among various inftances, an ac-
count of a pamphlet in favour of Chrif-
tianity by a converted Jew, in the Gen-
tleman’s Magazine for the year 1750)
and therefore it is fair to conclude, that
others will be converted by the fame
means.---We fhould not be difcoura-
ged from any mild and prudent at-
tempts to prevail upon the Jews to em-
brace Chriftianity. But I think that
little can be gained in perfonal difputes
with them, efpecially before many per-
fons, where they may think them-
felves infulted by what is faid by the ad-
vocates of Chriftianity, and upon the

whole
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whole may be rather irritated than in-
firucted. The leaving them unmo-
lefted, or giving them the fame po-
litical privileges with Chriftians, may
have a great influence over their
minds. ‘Toleration difarms them of
that indignation which they formerly
profefled againft Chriftians, and may
difpofe them to the acknowledgment

of the gofpel, ‘which is the true law
of God.

Upon the converfion of the Jews to
Chriftianity, which will probably hap-
pen before a very great length of time,
the Gentiles will be generally converted.
St. Paul fays of the Jews, ¢ Now if the
fall of them be the riches of  the world,
and the diminifhing of them be the
riches of the Gentiles, how much more
their fulnefs.” Romans; xi; 12.

In Africa the flave trade fhould be
“abolithed to forward the propagation of
the gofpel. The moft effectual method
of abolithing theflave-trade, feems to be
by making fettlements fimilas to that of
Sierra Leone, upon the coaft of Africa.
By fuch fettlements the Britith nation

will
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will obtain the glory of abolithing the
flave-trade, not only for herfelf,-but for
all the world, a circumftance that would
bring down innumerable bleflings upon
Great Britain. I would very particular-
ly recommend the Reader to a valuable
work entitled ¢ Subftance of the Report
delivered by the Court of Directors to
the Sierra Leone Company to the Ge-
neral Court of Propnctors on Thurf{day,
March 27th 1794” and the fubfequent

publications from this quarter.--It ap--

pears by this report, that the diretors
have entered upon what'is obvious to be
the moft effetual mean for promoting
the civilization and converfion of Africa
to the Chriftian faith, the attempt to
gain over the pfincipal Kings or Chiefs
to thefe great defigns. Some of the fons

of the African Chiefs have been educa-~
ted in the. Company’s fchools; and -

Naimbanna, the fon of the King of Si-
erra Leone, was fent to England to be
educated at the Company’s expence.
His untimely death was much to be la-
mented, as he promifed from his talents
and virtues to be an honor to his coun-
try. He had a well dire€ted zeal to
abolith the flave-trade, and to fpread
the

B
7




33

the gofpel, wherever he could, in A-
frica. : :

- The fon of a fucceeding king of Sier-
ra Leone, with the fon of a neighbour-

ing chief, were foon afterwards fent to
be educated in England.

It has been fuppofed that the pro<
grefs of the colony of Sierra Leone was
ftopped by the attack of the French in
1794. The injury committed was not
. permanent, and the colony is now in

a very flourithing condition. A Newf-
paper is printed every fortnight at the
capital, which paper bears the motto of
Vox in Eremis, “a Voice in the De~
“fart.” "Fhey have a Governor and Coun-
cil, a Fort, a- Mayor and Aldermen,
with places - for religious  worthip, as
well as {chools for education.--Veflels
from many parts of the world continu-
ally trade at.Sierra Leone for dye-
woods, gold-duft, ivory, and other ar-
ticles. It has a fituation particularly
advantageous for trade, not only by fea,
but by land. It appears by the intereft-
ing work entitled ¢ Proceedings of the
Aflociation for promoting the difcover)g‘
: ©
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of the interior parts of Africa,” that
there are more than one hundred milli~
ons of people in the lately difcovered
parts of Africa, with whom in time it
might be convenient to trade from Siers
ra Leone.---It is faid in page zo§ of the
above mentioned work ¢ But if on the
fyftem of the Moors, the effect of which
has been tried too long for its wifdom
to be difputed, aflociations of Englith-
men fhould form caravans, and take
their departure from the higheft naviga-
ble reaches of the Gambia, or from the
fettlement which is lately eftablithed at
Sierra' Leone, there is reafon to believe
that countries new to the fabrics of
England, and inhabited by more than a
hundred millions of people, would be
gradually opened to her trade.” Itis faid
that in the fingle émpire of Cafhnd (or
Kaffina- according to Major Rennel the
celebrated Geographer) there are a thou-
fand flourithing towns and villages, and
that the Empire of Bornou is ftill more
populous.--~The Sultan of Bornou is
faid to bea much more powerful mo~
narch than the Emperor of Morocco.
The colony of Sierra Leone has already

carried on a trade with the country of

the
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the Pholeys or Foulahs, which lies
contigious to the fettlement. ‘What
benefits would enfue,  what joy would
it caufe in Heaven and Earth, if the
commerce for flaves was relinquifhed,
and an -honourable commerce adopted
for the other productions of Africa!

¥t might be a judicious fcheme to
have a bookfellers” thop at Sierra Leone,
well fupplied with Arabic Bibles, to
fell at 2- low rate to the Pholeys; and
in time they might be difperfed over a
vaft part of Africa. Moore, in his
travels into the inland parts of Africa,
fays aof the River Gambia *In every
kingdom and country on each fide of
the river;  there are fome people of a
tawney colour called Pholeys, much
like the Arabs, which language they
moft of them fpeak, being to them as
the Latin is in Europe; for it is taught
in fchools, and their law the Alcoran,
is in that language. They are more
generally learned in the Arabic, than
the people of Europe are in Latin, for

they can moft of them fpeak it, though .

they have a vulgar tongue befides, cal-
led Pholey.” Page 21.

In



In the Gentleman’s Magazine for
May 1799, page 369, we find ¢ Pro-
pofals for printing a new edition of the
Holy Scriptures in Arabic, by J. D.
Carlyfle, B. D. Chancellor of the Dio-
cefe of Carlifle, and Profeflor of Arabic
in the Univerfity of Cambridge.”

The Profeflor of Arabic very fenfibly
fays, < It having been fuggefted that
an Arabic edition of the Scriptures
might tend very confiderably at the pre-
fent moment, towards the advancement
of Chriftianity, both in Afia and Af-
rica, the author of the prefent; propo-
fals has endeavoured to throw together
fuch information as he has been able to
collec upon the fubjet;~in order t6 af-
certain how far the undertaking be like-
ly tobe productive of real utility.”

Wherever Mahomedanifm has gain-
ed a footing, the Arabic language, we
know is in fome meafure underftocd ;
but it is only from the recent difco-~
veries of the Sierra Leone Company,
and {ill more from thofe of Mefirs.
Park and Brown, that we are become

acquainted
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acquainted with the degree to which this
language prevails in the interior parts of
Africa.

The former of thefe gentlemen pene-
trated from the weft eaftwards to about
one degree weit longitude, but he had
intercourfe with many traders, who
came from a diftance of fix weeks jour-
ney, ftill further from the eaft. ‘Fhe
latter'of thefe gentlemen, proceeding in
a contrary dire&ion,  having entered
Africa on the fide of Egypt, advanced to
about the twenty-{eventh degree of eaft
longitude, but faw feveral perfons who

came from a diftance of fifty or fixty.

days journey from the weft. They both
travelled nearly upon the fame parallel
of latitude; that is to fay within the
twelfth and fifteenth degree north. A
very fmall intermediate diftri¢t therefore
only remains (‘meaning in North Africa
I fuppefe ) concerning which we have
not fatisfattory information, either from
the perfonal knowledge of thefe gentle-
men of themfelves, or from credible
accounts received by them on the fpot
from other travellers. Through all
this vaft diftri¢t it feems clear that the
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Arabic tongue is well known. On the
eafternfide of the continent, Mr. Brown
toes not conceive, that the knowledge
of this language extends farther to the
fouth, than about twelve degrees north
latitude; from thence to the Medi-
terranean it is almoft univerfally {fpoken,
written, and underftood. He farther in-
forms us, and there.can be no doubt
but thathe is perfeétly qualified to form
a competent judgment upon the fubject,
(from the length of his refidence at Cai-
ro, and from his accurate acquaintance
with the Arabic) thatin the negro king~
doms which he vifited, the Arabic lan-
guage in ufe was the genuine language of
the Koran--a much purer dialet than
is fpoken upon the Mediterranean coaft,
or even at Cairo itfelf.

Mr. Park thinks, that in the weftern
part of the continent, the knowledge of
the Arabic reaches to the eleventh or
even tenth degree of north latitude.
He agrees- with feveral of the travellers
from Sierra Leone, in reprefenting the
negro inhabitants as having arrived ata

" confiderable degree of civilization. They

can almoft all read.and write the Arabic
. language

B | R T
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language, in'which they are regularly in-

ftructed, the poorer fort by public maf- -

ters .at village-fchools, the richer by
private tutors: at their -parents’ houfes.
‘The native, under whofe hofpitable roof
he refided for feveral months, entertain-
" ed a mafter to teach Arabic to his own
children, and permitted fixteen others,
the children of his poorer neighbours,
to learn at the fame time.

- According to Mr. Park the negroes
are proud of their literature, 2nd feldom
travel. without a book flung by their
- fidé. Amongft their books he has per-
ceived the Pentateuch, the Book of
Pfzlms, and the Prophet Ifaiah. All
thefe they. prize very highly; and fuch
is the general eagérnefs to obtain thern,
that -he believed no articles would - be
more- faleable in Africa, than copies of
the Scripturés in Arabic. He has feen
a copy of the Pentateuch alone, foldat
the price of one prime flave, i. e. about
twenty guineas. - -

. "Fheir manufcripts however were not
elegantly written, and they greatly pre-
ferred the printed charaters, which he.

e thewed
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thewed them in Richardfon’s grammar,
to any writing of their own. This
rammar many of them were extreme-
ly folicitous- to purchafe; and he was
offered for it above three pounds fterling;
he was at laft obliged to leave the book
behind him as teo valuable a treafure to
be taken out of the country. :

Such is the: prefent fituation of the
moft populous part of Africa. The in-
habitants have. acquired fome know-
ledge of Scripture--they feem defirous
of acquiring more, and furely itis a con~
fideration well worthy attention, that
the religious knowledge already impart-
ed has. not been by Chriftian but Maho-
medan exertions. - The light however

which they have kindled-we: may che-

fith ind increafe;  the Koran we fee has
led on to the reception of the hiftorical
parts of Scripture, with which indeed,
it is in various places intimately connec~
ted. | The hiftorical books have intro~
duced fome of the moft effential, of the:
prophetic.--Why then fhould we de-
{pair, that thefe, united in the fame vo-

lume with the Gofpel, referring to the-
fame objets as it does, interwoven with.

every
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every part of its texture, may not be the
means of inducing the Africans to con-
fider the foundation of Chriftianity, and
to embrace its doctrines? .

Fromthe abowe account of the ftate
of -Arabian literature in Africa it is evi-

dent, that many of the negroes, carried
~from that country (efpecially from the

interior, , part- of -it): to our Weft-India
Iflands, muft be capable of underftand-
ing the Scriptures in Arebic. Mr. Park:
fays. that the veflel in which he returned
contained one hundred and twenty feven
flaves,: moft of them from the neigh-
bourhood of the coaft, but fome from
the interior of the country, and that
out of this number there Were,ieventeen
or cighteen who could -read’and write
Arabic, but the mafters of the fhips he
added, threw the books belonging to the
flaves into th€ fea for fear a perufal of
them ¢ “thould make them fick at
heart.” If we fuppofe the fame propor-
tion of negroes purchafed by every
Slave-merchant, to be thus educated
(and in general a much larger portion
of the flaves is fuppofed to be brought
from the interior, where the region of
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knowledge increafes) one * feventh part
of the flaves in the Weft Indies are able
to read the Arabic Bible were it put in-
to their hands ;- and if we may judge of
them from their conduc when in a ftate
- of freedom, they would willingly receive

it were it offered them for their accep-
tance.”

- TheDirettors of the Miffionary Soci-
ety of London, a Society who deferve
high applaufe for their nobke zeal to
propagate the Gofpel, fay, ¢ We have
alfo one young man now lgarning the
Arabic language, with an exprefs view
to the interior of Africa, and who, we
hope, by means of a tranflation of the
Bible into Arabic, to the printing of
which we have fubfcribed, may be the
inftrument of introducing the Word of
God into that long negleGted coun-
t .’.’

» l-ySec Evangelical Magazine for Janu-
ary 18c0.--

-

It might be of vaft advantage to efta-
- blith

1o * ¢ Some of the megro flaves can read the Arabic
Y Bible, but probably not fo many as a feventh part.
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blith in the courfe of time a large Uni-
verfity in the growitg fettlemient of Si-
erra Leone. It would be-of great ufe
o teach Arabic in this Univerfity, with
the various {ciences. The wufeful arts
might be tanght in the fettlement, and
thus religion-with eommerce and the
arts and {ciences, be gradually intro-
duced over a vaft part of Africa. Itis

faid, that in- the -Company’s fchools at’

Sierra Leone there were three hundred
African children, among whom were
the fons of fome of the neighbour-
ing Chiefs.--. -

It requires great prudence and ma-
nagement in the propagation of the
Gofpel about Sierra- Eeone, to-avoid the
oppofition ef the Moors. A miffienary,
or even a Chriftian traveller, fhould
be cautious of trufting himfelf in their
hands. The Moors were the inftru-
~ ments of the death of Major Houghton

the traveller; and probably killed Mr.
Grigg the miffionary.—--Mr. Mungo
Park in his travels, fays of a place called
Deena, in the kingdom of Ludamar,
not very far from the Senegal river,
$¢ The Moors are' here in greater pro-
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portion to the negroes than at Jarra,
They aflembled round the huat of a ne-,
groe were I lodged, and treated me
with- the greateft infolence, they hiffed,
fthouted, gnd’ abufed me, ‘they even
fpat in my face wit;h a view to irritate
me, and afford them a pretext for feiz-
ing my baggage. But finding fuch in-~
fults had not’;the defired e&'cé't they
had. recourfe to- the final- and decifive
argument thas I'was.a: Chriflian, and
of courfe,.,that my property was lawful
plunder to, the followers of Mahomet.
They accordingly opened my bundles,

and robbed me of every thmg they fan—
c led ”»

~ In another pLace Mr. Park fays,
¢ with the returning day commenced
the fame round of infult and irritation 5
the boys affembled to beat the hog
{(which through derifion was tied to
the pofts of his hut) and the men and

* women to plague the Chriftian. It is

impoffible for.me to. defcribe the beha-

~ viour of a people who ftudy mifchief as

a {cience, and exult in the miferies and
misfortunes of- their fellow creatures.
Itis fufficient to_obferve that the rude-

nefs
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nefs, ferocity and fanaticifm, which
diftinguifh the Moors from the reft of
mankind, found here a proper fubje® S e
whereon to exercife their propenfities. ‘
Y was a firanger, 1 was unprotetied, I
and 1 was a Chriftian ; each of thefe cir- 2
curiftanices is fufficierit te drive every i
fpatk of humanity from the heart of 2 -
Moor; but when all of them, as in my ‘ %
t
i?

café, ~-were comibined in the fame per-

fony and. a fufpicion prevailed withal,

that I;hiad come as a_fpy into the coun=:

try, the reader will eafily imagine that,

in fuch a fituation, I had every thing to o
fear. Anxious however to conciliate [

favour, and if poffible, to afford the i
Moors no pretence for ill treating:me, T
Freadily complied with every command {{
and- pati¢ntly bore every infult ;. but ne- Rt

ver did any period of my life pafs away
fo heavily ; from funrife to funfet was I
obliged to fuffer, with an unruffled
countenance, the infults of the rudeft
favages on earth.” - ‘

A:great opportunity immediately of-
fers itfelf to propagate the Gofpel among
the negroes in Africa who are Pagans;
and afterwards thofe may be brought

' over
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over to aqkﬁgwlcdgc its truth whoare
Mahometans, or under the controul of
thc Moors..

Mr. Park fa s that in various. parts
of . Africa Wherc he travelled, -thereare
what they call -Singing-men; a fort of
itinerant ‘Minftrels or Poets.” Thefe
men have a great influence among the
people, and their converfion would be a
confiderable help to the caufe. of ;propa-
gating the- Gofpcl -«<¢_Give meiyour
Bards {fays a judicious: obferver -of: hu«
man nature) and I will rule your coun-

”  Mr. Park gives a ftriking in+
ftance of the confequence of thefe Sing=
ing-men, in the cafe of an African King;
who - thought it prudent to make;a re<
treat from the enemy. He fays ¢ When
Daify departed from Joko his fons: e
fufed to follow-him, alledging, that the
Singing-men would publith their dif-
grace, . as:.foon:as ‘it fhould be knewn,
that Daify and his famiily had fled from
Joko without firing a gun.” If a pru-
dent rninifter of the Gofpel;-who kncw
in:.imitation of St.- Paul to bégome
all things to’all men” who was well:
inftruted in the Arabic language, were

to
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to ©xpldin to thefe Singing-men, that
many of the ancient Jewith Prophets
were Poets!(as. Dr. Lowth has. proved
in his leGures on Hebrew poety) like
themielves, - he might excite in their
minds an ardent défire: to be acquainted
with alk ‘the writings of the Prophets,
where ' the fubhmeﬁ ‘Poetry is to be
found, -and in the end, he might bring
over thefe African Bards to the acknow-
ledgment of’ Chnﬁmm:y

: Some have: - fuppofed that African
tmﬁioﬁanes wonld be moft likely to
convert ‘the Negroes. - It would be as
well, perhlips, toitry African and white
miffionaries. It is'faid in the Evangeli-
cal Magazine for July 1799, which is
a work that deferves greatly to bie en-
couraged for the numerous valuable
things which it contains ; itis a plea-
fing as well - as an inftruétive publication.
«¢ As iron fharpeneth iron fo dotha man

his friend. This was never more firong—

ly exemplified than in the happyeffeéts
produced by the London Miflionary So-
ciety. Among a variety of attemptsto
promote the knowledge of the Gofpel
of Chrxﬁ, a more noble effort, perhaps,

has
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has not yet been made, than that of
which we .have lately received infor-
mation. . A zealous individpal, a direc-
tor of that Society in Scotland, has, at
his‘own expence, brought from Africs,
twenty black boys,. from eight to four-
teen years of age, and four gitls. They
are ghe« childrén iof, the. Fead-men;
from' the vicinity of. Sierra Leone, and
were entrufted to the care of Goyernor
Macauley on his return .to. England.
They are now under inoculation, and
recovering, at the fmall-pox hofpital,
and are inmediately going . down ‘to
their refpectable patron at Edinburgh,
where' they are to be inftructed: in
Chriftian -knowledge, and. taught™ our
moft ufeful arts, that, after fome years,
they may return to their native country,
not only improved them{cReps, but ca-
pable of communicating inftruction to
their countrymen. Reader, reft not in
barren imitation of fuch exalted philan-

_throphy, but awake to fome fimilar

exertions !” Evangelical Magazine, yol.
7> page 307. N
. A fine opportunity prefents itfelf to
propagate the Gofpel in and about the
- Cape

vl
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Cape of Good Hope. A miffionary -
fociety eftablithed in South Africa may ¥

by degrees enlighten the whole country. g
It is faid in Scripture, that ¢ a little ‘
leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” A
fociety at the Cape of Good Hope, well
fupported and judicioufly dire¢ted, may
be to South Africa, like a ftone thrown s
into a lake, whofe circles {pread to the
extremity of the lake. At firft the
country of the Hottentots may be
brought over to acknowledge the name
of Chrift, with Caffraria, and the Bof-
chemen ; then Monomotapa, and other
countries, with lower Guinea, and low-

er Ethiopia.

-

C ;.a.:é!- ‘;"PW'W“

Dr. Sparman, ‘in the firft volume of
his voyage to the Cape of Good Hope,:
fays that a Moravian minifter, George
Smidt, once made fome progrefs in the
converfion of the Hottentots. "~ Dr.
Sparman thought from what he knew
of the Hottentots, that if proper pains
were taken with them, they would em-
brace Chriftianity ¢ with greet avidity.”
Dr. Sparman was right in his fuppofiti-
ons. It appears from the late periodi-
cal accounts of the Moravian miffions

E publifhed
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publithed in London, that the Mora-
vian miffionaries-have procured the e-
rection of a chapel at Bavian’s -Kloof,
or Cleft, near the Cape, which will
contain one thoufand five hundred Hot-
) tentots. Mr. Barrow, late Secretary
B to the Earl of Macartney, who was.the
U Governor of the fettlement of the Cape
= of Good Hope, in his ¢ travels in South
Africa,” which were publithed in Lon-
don in 1801, fays that the Moravians

e at Bavian’s Kloof ¢ had fucceeded in
‘ 3,7 bringing together into one fociety, more
3 than four hundred Hottentots, and their
% numbers are daily increafing.” He fays
A the Hottentots ¢ are ambitious to ap-
. pear clean and neat at church,” that
£ <¢ about half were drefled in coarfe print-  *

ed cottons, and the other half in their
ancient theep-tkin dreffes, and it ap-
peared, cn enquiry, that the former had
been the firft who had been brought
within the pale of the church, a proof
that their circumftances at leaft had fuf-

] fered nothing from their change of life.”
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Mr. Barrow fays ¢ the deportment. of
the Hottentot congregation, during di-
t vine fervice, was truly devout. The

difcourfe delivered by one of the fathers

i
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was fhort, but replete with good fenfe,
pathetic, and well-fuited to the occafi-
on; tears flowed abundantly from the
eyes of thofe to whom it was particularly
addrefled. The females, fung in a ftyle
that was plaintive and affecting ; and
their voices were in general fweet and
harmonious.”

Dr. Vanderkemp, a Dutch tPhyﬁcian
of talents and information, of a mild,
but perfevering temper, and with an in-
vincible zeal to propagate the Gofpel,
fuppofed that he might be of great ufe
to the caufe by going himfelf in perfon
to thg Cape. He prevailed on the mif-

‘ﬁtzz' fociety of London to encourage

a fniflion to the fouth of Africa, and he

with two other miffionaries arrived at

the Cape in the year 1799.--The prof-
pets which have opened feem to anfwer
the greatnefs of Dr. Vanderkemp’s ex-
petations. In a letter dated Cape of

Good Hope, May 18, 1799, he fays,

‘¢ fince our arrival at the Cape we are
blefled from on high with fo many

" marks of divine favour and approbation

on our attempts and proceedings, that

notonly we are convinced, but alfo the
inhabitants
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inhabitants of this country univerfally
confess, that the work, in which we are
engaged, is of God! Every one ftrives
to co-operate with us, and affift us in
the execution of the plan, which God
himfelf feems to have formed, and com-
municated to us through your inftru-
mentality. General Dundas, and the
Fifcal Ryneveld, continue to favour us
with their approbation and proteion.
Your letter written in the name of the
direGors to the people of Ged in this
place, was publickly read from the pul-
pit at the eftablithed church, and fent
to all the parithes of this country, and
in confequence of it, a fociety is formed
in this town, which has affumed the
name of THE SouTH AFRICAN SocCI-
ETY FOR PROMOTING THE SPREAD
oF CHRIST’S KINGDOM RESIDING
AT THE CAPE oF Goop Hore. The
plan of this fociety (which will be fent
to you by their fecretary) I have tran{-
lated into Englifh for the information of
General Dundas, who was pleafed to
accept it with all marks of fatisfaction.
This fociety promifes, even in its infant
ftate, under the blefling of the Lord,

the
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the thore of Table Bay, in the Maho-
metan manner, have applied to it for
information in the Chriftian religion.
Among the fubfcribers to its funds, a
Lady has fubfcribed 1 5,000 Dutch guil-
ders.” See Evangelical Magazine, Oc-
tober,, 1799.

Dr. Vanderkemp in his Journal fays,
¢ Our hearts rejoiced, as we had ne-
ver before fuch an abundant fubje of
thanking and praifing our Mafter, who
had opened. fuch a powerful door of
entrance to the heathen.”

It is fcarcely neceflary to mention to
thofe whe' have known or read an
thing about the Cape, that the Bofche-
men were formerly held by the inhabi-
tants about the Cape, in the moft igno-
minious view,. even worfe than Hotten-.
tots, that they were treated with all the
wantoninfolence of tyranny, and hunt-
ed fometimes like wild beafts. It muft
give pleafure to every lover of human
nature to underftand, that they will now
be treated with the refpet that is due to
every creatur¢ that has the form of a
man. ‘They, as well as the Hottentots

. E2 and
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and the Negroes, fhould be confidered
by real Chriftians as their brethren, for
it is exprefsly faid by the Apoftle, that
God ¢ hath made of one blood all na-
tions of men, todwell on all the face of
the carth.”

The Bofchemen, upon the arrival of
the miffionaries at the Cape (as appears
by their Journal, which is printed in
the Evangelical Magazine) applied to
them, to be inftructed in the principles
of the Chriftian religion.

It appears by an interefting letter
figned 1. B. Kicherer, in the Evangeli-
cal Magazine for O&ober 1800, that
he and another miffionary are likely to
make confiderable progrefs among the
Bofchemen. Mr. Kicherer fays, “at the
time the Bofchemen withed to be in-
ftructed in the knowledge of Chriftiani-
ty we were influenced to come from far
countries to inftrué them. How clear-
ly is the hand of God to be obferved in
this! Wonderful God how adorable art
thou in all thy ways !” He fays ¢ The
government of this place promotes in
every refped, this great affair, and en-

: deavours,
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deavours, efpecially by writing, to en-
force upon the hearts of: the Chriftians
the concern which every one has there-
in ; there goes alfo a requeft~boat
amongft them for a yearly fubfcription
of veflels, corn money, or what each
can fpare, on behalf of thefe Bofche-

- Dr.. Vanderkemp in his writings
from the Cape, thinks that a.Miffion
prudently managed,. would, -meet with
confiderable fuccefs in the important
ifland of Madagafcar. He himfelf is
gone to fettle in. Caffraria, at a con-
fiderable diftance. from the Cape. He
has built a‘houfe there,. planted a gar-
den, and is inftructing the inhabitants
with indefatigable zeal..

Dr. Vanderkemp very fenfibly ob-
ferves, that there fhould be a large
repofitory of miffionaries at the Cape.
Some few have lately gone thither ;
but it is to be hoped, that multitudes
of labourers will before long enter into
this truly great and glorious harveft.4-

Africa

+ This was written when it was thought the Britith
would keep poffeflion of the Cape, and 1t is fill to be

R
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‘Africa appears to yield various op-
portunities of - propagating the Gofpel,
and of rendering advantage to mankind..
It is.a country which deferves our
mcreafing attention. The interefting
and extenfive country of Abyfinia lies
eontiguous to thofe newly difcovered
kingdoms of Bornou and Kaffina, which
are fuppofed to be fo extremely populous.
Abyflinia is nine hundred miles long,
and eight hundred broad. - The travels-
of the ingenious and learned Mr. Bruce
in Abyffinia feem in fome pointsto have-
been unjuftly decried. Two of the
moft remarkable men in the world for
talents and learning,. the late Sir Wil-
liam Jones, and the late Dr. Robertfon
the hiftorian, were great admirers of:
Mr. Bruce. It appears certain that
Mr. Bruce was in Abyffinia.. He drew
a bill of Exchange from there upon:
Mr. Drummond the great Banker near
Charing Crofs, London, which was
for a confiderable time in the hands of
Mr. Drummond.---Sir William Jones
knew a perfon who had feen Mr. Bruce

: in

hoped that thefe pleafing expetations of the progrefs
of the Gofpel will not be altogether difappointed when
it fhall be furrendered. . o
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in Abyflinia. Mr. Brown who has
lately publithed his Travels into Africa
and Syria, faw fome, perfons in Egypt,

who teftified in favour of Mr. Bruce’s

being in Abyflinia. He brought over
feveral books from Abyffinia, fome of
which he depofited in the Britith Mu-
feum. Mr. Bruce fays, that the Abyf-
finians have a very imperfe&t knowledge
of Chriftianity. Their religion is a
ftrange mixture of Judaifm, Paganifm,
and Chriftianity. It is fuppofed in
Abyflinia that the king is defcended
from Solomon by the Queen of Sheba
(or Saba) the Queen of the South who
vifited Jerufalem. The Motto ta the
Arms of the King is ¢ The Lion of
the race of Solomon and tribe of Judah
hath overcome.” Mr. Bruce fays
there are many Jews in Abyflinia, and
that tbey are black as the original natves.
The people of Abyflinia were, ,for 2
time fo exafperated at the Popifh mif-
fionaries, who they fuppofed were aim-
ing to introduce a foreign power into

the kingdom fuperior to the King’s,

that they ftoned to death every Roman
Catholic Prieft who entered the coun~
try. One of their kings offered a ba%

of
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of gold duft for the head of every Prieft
that could be found. In time it might
be no difficult matter, for a prudent
Minifter of the Gofpel, to convince
the Abyfsinians that he entertained no
defign of introducing Popery. It is
probable alfo that the cuftom of fuffer-
ing no ftranger. to return from Abyf-
finia (which was with difficulty fetafide
in favour of Mr. Bruce) may not be for
ever enforced, as every jealoufy of the
Papifts, whom they call Franks, will
in time be extinguifthed. The Travels
of Mr. Bruce contain a great fund of
true and curious information, though
they contain fome extravagant and mif-
chievous things. His defence of the
Slave trade deferved the fevereft repre-
henfion..

Mr. Bruce with a view to debafe the
negroes, has in vain infinuated. againft
the do@rine that colour in the human
fpecies is the effe@t of climate. Indeed
the fa&ts which he himfelf has produ-
ced, tend to corroborate the dotrine.
He fays of the Galla, a nation of fhep-
herds who probably lived under or be-

~ yond theline, and werealways emigra-

tin g
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ting northwards. ¢ As under the
line to the fouth of Abyfsinia, the land
is exceedingly high, and the fun feldom
makes its appearance on account of the
continual rains, the Galla are confe=
quently of a brown complexion, with
long black hair. Some indeed, who
live in the valleys of the low country,
are perfectly black.” See Bruce’s Tra-
vels, vol. 3, page 217, quarto.---In
another place he fays, ¢ The Nareans
of the high country are the lighteft in
colour of any people in Abyfsinia ; but
thofe that live by the borders of the
marthes are perfe& blacks, and have the
features and wool of negroes: whereas
all thofe in the high country of Narea,
and ftill more in the ftupendous moun-
tains of Caffa, are not fo dark as Nea

litans and Sicilians. Indeed it has been
faid, that fnow has been feen to lie on
the mountains of Caffa.” Vol. 2,

page 313.

The Slave trade is not only againft
reafon, humanity, and the true inte-
refts of Mr. Bruce’s country, but
inimical to the principles and the pro-

grefs of the Gofpel, which is the great- -

eft
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eft blefsing that was ever conferred by
the Almighty upon mankind.

Afia isan important part of the world,
which in fature may be greatly en-
lightened, but at prefent is almoft all
involved in fpiritual darknefs. It
feems difficult how immediately to pro-
pagate the Gofpel there in any confider-
able manner. The difperfion of the
Bible in Arabic, might be the happy
inftrument of introducing knowledge
into-a great part of this benighted

quarter of the globe.
"‘57 The Rev. Mr. Millar, Minifter of
- Paifley in Scotland, in the 8th vol. of

his works (publifhed feveral years ago)
on the propagation of the Gofpel, fays
¢ By an extract of feveral letters print-
ed at London, we have a Propofal from
England for printing the New Tefta-
ment and Pfalter in the Arabic Lan-
guage, for the benefit of poor Chrifti-
ans in Paleftine, Syria, Mefopotamia,
Arabia, and other eaftern countries.

There are feveral confiderations, of-
fered 1n thefe letters, to thew the ad-
: vanfage




¥
N

da

s M S e s T A L
Y e T =X
A

6x

vantage and neceflity of fo pious an un-
dertaking, which deferve room here :
Particularly Mr. Solomon Negri, ana-
tive of Damafcus, in Syria, in his let-
ter t6 a Member of the Seciety at
Lotidon for promoting Chriftian know-
ledge, dated March 28, 1720, advan-
ces thefc reafons for it: < Firft, the
want of printing-prefles in the eaftern
Countries makes books very fcarce and
dear, much ‘beyend what the poor

- Chytiftians can afford to purchafe them

at, having much ade to pay the tributes
and impofitions laid on them by the
government they live under, and to fup-
ply the common neceffaries of life;
fo that there are but very few in con-
dition to buy books for inftrucion and
w printed copies, either of the whole
New Teftament, or any part of it, -are
very hard to be got in thefe parts of the
world, and thefe alfo at a very dear rate,

ié)iritual nourithment.  Secondly, the

The two editions of Rome have had’

little fuccefs, by reafon of the cuts and
figures therein, which the eaftern na-
tions have an averfion to; and by rea-
fon of the badnefs of the imprefsion, and
meannefs of the language, being even:

indecent
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indecent in fome places. Thirdly, the
excellency of the Arabic language is
undoubted in what light foever you
pleafe to confider it; this is the lan--
guage the Koran is wrote in ; it extends
to all thofe countries where the Maho-
metan religion is profefled, and even
beyond thofe countries, among many of
the heathen ; itis the common language-
of the greateft part of Africa, and of a
confiderable part of Afia; and in the
Turkifh dominions where it is not
generally {poke, it is neverthelefs taught
in fchools, and ftudied by men of let-
ters, as Latin is in Europe, where alfo
it is read in feveral univerfities. But
fays he, I will only mention thofe
countries where the greateft number of
Chriftians are fettled ; namely, Palef-
tine, Syria, Mefopotamia, Arabia, and
Egypt. In all thefe countries there
are great numbers and communities of
Chriftians, to whom fuch an edition
will be ufeful, as the Arabians of the
Greek Church, commonly called Me-
Iehites, who being fuperior in numbers
to all the reft, ought to be principally
regarded ; the Syrians or Eutychians,
the Neftorians, Maronites, Armenians,

.Copts,



Copts, and even a {mall remnant of the
ancienteft Nazarenes. All thefe, though
they celebrate their liturgy in the lan-
guage ufed by the.refpective churches,
yet - they generally underftand, fpeak,
and write Arabic.”. He adds, ¢ 'the beft
method would be to referve part of the
edition at London, and fend from time
to time a number of copies bound, with
a fuitable recommendation to the Eng-
lith Conful at Aleppo, which of all
cities is the beft for difperfing them.
And the faid Conful with the afsiftance
of . his Chaplain, who -will readily
charge. himfelf with a commifsion f{o
agreeable to his chara&er, and {o hono-
rable and glorious to the Britifl nation,
will give them to thofe for Whom they
are defigned.”

“Mr. Millar fays, < Mr. Ayerft,
Chaplam to Sir Robert Sutton, late
Ambaffador at the Porte, adds, ¢ "*the
Turks will not hinder fuch a New Tef-
tament from being difperfed.”

It .appeared afterwards, that two
thoufand copies of the New Teftament,
and four thoufand of the Pfalter, were

difperfed

‘. A
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difperfed among thefe poor Chriftians,
without any moleftation from the
Turks. And it is probable that the
Turks at this prefent time, would be as
indifferent in regard to a difperfion of
the New Teftament or the Bible in
Arabic,

The difperfion of the Bible in Arabic
in Africa and Afia, might be an obje&t
worthy the encouragement of the gene-
rous fpirit of the aé:itifh government,
A grant of a confiderable fum of money
for this purpofe might be produ&ive of
the moft beneficial confequences.

The profeflor of Arabic in his propo-
{als for printing anew edition of the Holy
Scriptures in Arabic, which were pub-
lithed in the Gentleman’s Magazine,
iays, * The fame arguments that tend
to evince the utility of diftributing an
Arabic verfion of the Scriptures amongft
the Mahomedans of Africa, may be
applied to difperfing it amongft perfons
of that perfuafion in India, nay fome
will apply with fll greater force and
promife {till more beneficial effets;
fuch as the {fuperior degrees of cultiva-

sion
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tion at which the inhabitants of India
are arrived, and the very important ad-
vantages we poflefs (by being mafters of
the country) towards fecuring. an eafy
eirculation of books. to every part of the
continent..

Nor is this all : From the late remark-
able difcoveries of Sir William Jones,
Mr. Wilford, and others, no doubts

can be entertained, but that the Purans,

. however loaded with fable, contain at

the bottom, the fame accounts of the
early hiftory of the world, as the books
of Mofes. This is a fa&, which-when
once rendered evident to the Hindoos,
can hardly fail to prove highly intereft-
ing to them.---There isa circumftance
too attending the Arabic tranflation of
the Scnpture that. will peculiarly re-
commend- it to the learned in