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REVIEW SECTION.
I.—A SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF CHRISTIANITY.
PART I.—REVELATION,

By Wirtniam W. McLaxg, Pu.D., D.I’., New Haven, CoNN.

MAN is a religious being. Man is endowed with a sense of relation
to God. There is no race of men without some religious faith, some
form of worship and some hope of a future life. These things are
the evidences of a religious nature and the elements of a religious
life,

The normal development of a religious nature, according to all the
laws of life and growth with which we are familiar, must proceed by
means of correspondence with a correlated and an appropriate envi-
ronment. The highest development of a religious nature, according
to the lawsof evolution, must be the result of normal correspondence
with an appropriate and a true environment., The truest religion,
therefore, must be that religion which establishes the most complete
correspondence between man and God, and which produces the nor-
mal development of man in that direction which tends to the perfec-
tion of moral character and to the attainment of the highest possible
moral good to the individual man, and to human society.

There is a religion Oriental in its origin but prevailing in the West-
ern world and spreading now in all lands which claims to be the ab-
solutely true religion. This religion has proven its adaptability to so
many races, has produced such great changesin the character and the
conduct of individual men, has, in many places, so purified and ele-
vated society and so affected for the better the spirit of the world
that it is, above all other religions, worthy of scientific study. This
religion is Christianity. The origin of Christianity, so far as that
origin is embodied in the character and life of Jesus its Author, and
recorded in the books of the New Testament must, of course, be stud-
ied, primarily, according to literary and historic methods of criticism.
As Mr. Huxley has said: “The question as to what Jesus really said
and did is a strictly scientific problem which is capable of solution by
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no other methods than those practised by the historian and the liter-
ary critic.”

This method of investigation does not lie within the limits of this
paper and is, therefore, left entirely to those to whose special depart-
ment of study it belongs.

The method of investigation which is pursued in the present essay
is the inductive method, viz.: observing phenomena, tracing them to
their source and ascertaining the ultimate facts which underlie them.

The fundamental difference between the present method of study-
ing Christianity and the literary and historic method may be illus-
trated by a single example. The literary and historic critic asks
this question: Did Jesus and the apostles teach that if a man be-
lieves in Jesus he would be saved? According to the method now
followed, the question is asked, Does the man who believes in Jesus
find that he is saved? That is to say, does faith in Jesus as a per-
sonal Saviour produce power to overcome sin and to do righteous-
ness. Or to express the preésent method more correctly, the question
is asked: Has victory over sin, which is a fact in the life of at least
some men, been won by faith in Jesus?

‘¢ Physical science,” says Mr. Huxley, ‘‘has nothing directly to do
with the criticism of the Gospels; it is wholly incompetent to furnish

demonstrative evidence that any statement made in these histories is
untrue.” Accepting this statement as removing any objection to

Christianity from the side of physical science, we may add the state-
ment that historic and social science, as will subsequently appear,
afford abundant evidence, that the statements and the claims of
Christianity are true.

Let the inductive method pursued in physical science be applied to
moral and social phenomena and the power and the place of Christi-
anity may be ascertained. There are in the world to-day certain vis-
ible and palpable phenomena which in definite forms embody Chris-
tianity. There are churches whose spires point heavenward and
whose bells call men to worship. There are congregations of men
who assemble within these churches because they are drawn together
by a common faith, a common love and a common hope. There are
certain large sums of money contributed for specific objects, and there
are societies which disburse this money for the support of present in-
stitutionsand the establishment of similar institutions in all parts of
the world. There are societies which are formed for the express pur-
pose of providing for the poor, of instructing the ignorant and of
helping those who have little power to help themselves. These visi-
ble phenomena are the embodiment and the expression of certain in-

tellectual cenvictions and spiritual sentiments which are in the minds
and hearts of men, These intellectual convictions which lead men to
build churches whose spires point heavenward, and these spiritual
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sentiments which lead men to offer benevolent gifts for the henefit of
their fellow-men areevoked and inspired by certain doctrines respect-
ing the character and love and will of God. These doctrines are pro-
claimed in Christian pulpits, contained in Christian creeds and set
forth, fundamentally, in the Christian Scriptures. There are three
questions, therefore, which may well be asked and which I shall at.
tempt to answer in this and in the following papers. These are as fol.
lows: What is the Christian religion? What does Christianity do for
men? What does Christianity promise for the future?

Christianity, as it exists in a concrete form in the mind and heart
of an individual man consists of three things, namely, a certain in-
tellectual belief of the character of God and His relation to men; a
certain moral power of resisting evil and of doing good; and a certain
hope which is deemed a prophecy and a promise of eternal life.

Christianity as it exists apart from any individual man and consid.
ered as a system of religion consists of three things, namely, the rev-
elation of the character, the love and the will of God; the redemption
of men from the penalty and the power of sin; and the regeneration
of men by which they are brought into vital correspondence with God
and into the fulfilment of the conditions of eternal life.

Revelation, Redemption and Regeneration are the essential ele-
ments of Christianity., That these three things are claimed by
Christianity and foi it cannot be questioned. All that is preparatory
in the Old Testament and all that is promised in the New Testament
fall under these heads. From the opening sentence of Genesis, which
declares God tobe, in the beginning, the source of all things, to the
words of Jesus, “ He that hath seen me hath seen the Father,”
Christianity claims to be a revelation of the being, the power, the
character and the will of God.

From the first promise of victory over evil to the declaration that
“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that
whosoever believbth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life,” Christianity claims to be ‘“the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth.” From the first declaration of the danger
of death and of the condition of life to the positive doctrine that
““whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God and
overcometh the world and hath eternal life,” Christianity promises
eternal life to them who believe and obey. The task now under-
taken is that of applying scientific methods of investigation to certain
phenomena which appear under the influence of the Christian relig-
ion, and to certain promises of Christianity that it may be ascertained
whether the claims of Christianity can be verified, and whether the
promises base themselves upon conditions which, if true, insure their
fulfilment.

1. Christianity claims to be a revelation of the being, character,
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love, power and will of God. Can science verify that claim? Science,
in the common meaning of the term, can neither deny nor affirm that
claim ; for science has no direct knowledge of God with which Chris-
tianity can be compared.

Science perceives phenomena and traces them backward from the
proximate to the primal cause, so far as cause may come within the
limit of touch and the scope of vision. Science ascribes every act to
some antecedent cause, and every quality to some underlying sub-
stance, and soon reaches the limit of investigation and consequently
of knowledge. Science, therefore, can have no immediate knowledge
of God. Science may sweep the heavens with a telescope and survey the
stars, but it cannot discover Him who made the heavens and who set inan .
the stars within them. Science may analyze light by means of a spec- anima
troscope, but it cannot discover Him who, perchance, may cover Him- and tk
self with light as with a garment. Science may listen to the thunder
and may ascribe it to a proximate cause, but it cannot hear the still
small voice of Him who, perchance, may speak to the spirit of man.
Science cannot know God directly, and, therefore, it has no standard
by which to compare Christianity. Secience may, indeed, know God
mediately if it be humble and true to its own methods and conclu-
sions. Science observes certain brilliant phenomena in the heavens
and ascribes them to electricity, which is the name given to the ulti-
mate cause of whose real nature nothing more is known than the or ver
phenomena reveal. Science observes certain phenomenal qualities with e
and ascribes them to matter, which is the name given to the ultimate A babe
substance in which they inhere. In like manner science may observe
certain phenomena which are manifestly purposeful, and may ascribe
them to an intelligent and volitional source. So science may ascribe
all purposeful action which lies without the limits of the activity of
animate beings to an intelligent and volitional cause, and may call
this God ; but this, although true, would be only a mediate and
partial knowledge of God. In like manner science may observe cer-
tain phenomeua of Christianity and find it necessary to ascribe them
to God as their source. There is, however, another way in which the
methods of science can be applied to the study of Christianity.
There are known to men a number of comparative sciences, such as
comparative anatomy, comparative physiology and comparative phil-
ology, which aim to ascertain and treat of the fundamental laws and
relations pervading objects. Thus two words of different languages
mav be found to be derived originally from the same root found in a
word of a third language, and this relation is ascertained by means of
gimilarity. From a single bone of an animal the kind of animal may
be determined by means of the relation of structure and size which in itself,
all the bones of the animal frame bear to each other, and the species source of
and genus may be also determined. In like manner there is, or there The qu
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ought to be, a science of correlation by which from one of the recip-
rocal parts being given the other may be inferred, or, if that is im-
possible, may be verified when it is found. For example, if ataveller
walking upon the shore of the sea should pick up a fin he would infer
that it belonged to a creature related to the water and dependent upon
the water for the preservation of life. If a traveller upon t'¢ moun-
tain-side should pick up a wing, he would infer that it belonged to a
creature related to the air and dependent upon the air for the means
of motion or of life. It is possible, for example, to conceive of an eye
as existing apart from light ; but if a being from another sphere who
had no knowledge of light should find such an instrument or organ
in an animal living in darkness and should afterwards find the same
animal living in the light, he would have no doubt but that the eye
and the light were related, and, so far as their relation is concerned,
were made for each other. Now every organ of an animal body which
does not find the full complement of its normal relation in that body
stands related to something without that body. Every appetite and
passion of the human mind and heart sustains, normally, a relation to
that which meets its craving and satisfies its desire, and when these
are fully met we say the object which satisfies is as real as is the want
which it satisfies. There is, therefore, a science of correlation by
which from one reciprocal part being given, the other may be inferred
or verified when it is found. A babe is born into the world
with eyes, evidently that which stands as the correlate is light.
A babe is born with ears, evidently that which conveys vibrations
tothe organ of hearing is the correlate. A babe is born with a phys-
ical constitutior which hungers, evidently that which satisfies hunger
and sustains the life of the child is the correlate of this physical
want. A man has, by nature, a certain sexual incompleteness in
him, manifestly the love of a woman who satisfies his heart is
the correlate of his want, and a man and his wife are reciproc-
ally related to each other. A man has a certain craving for friend-
ship, manifestly those associations which meet his want are its
correlate,

Science may not be able to discover, in all cases, what is the proper
correlate of an apparent want, but when something is found which
meets and satisfies this want, then science is able to determine that
what satisfies the want is its correlate and is a reality and true.

It is in the sphere of correlation that scientific methods of investi-
gation can be applied to Christian truth. The proposition may be
maintained by all the analogies of life below the religious nature of
man, that a natural hunger or want or incompleteness in any being
initself, is prima facie evidence that there is bread or supply or
source of completeness outside of itself.

The question which may well be asked then is this: Does Christi-
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anity prove to be the correlate of man’s religious nature, and does it
meet and satisfy his spiritual wants? The answer to this question
shall now be attempted.

Man is, essentially, a religious being, bowing in worship before
that whose vastness or power or wisdom or love awakens within him
adoration or fear or faith. If we inquire what man worships, the
answer may be given from his history that he worships images and
idols made by his own hands, stones and sticks formed by nature,
fountains and rivers, sun and stars, beasts and birds, deified man and
disembodied spirits, nature and God. This answer, however, is his-
toric and superficial, not philosophic and profound. If we inquire,
again, what man werships, that is, what corresponds to the thought
of his mind and the sentiment of his heart, we find that it is not the
form of the object worshipped but that of which the visible form is the
symbol, or the spirit which is embodied in it, which awakens and
evokes adoration or fear or faith or love. Even a fetich is feared
because of the spirit of power with which it is supposed to be in-
dued. It is the knowledge which a deity is supposed to possess and
the power which it is supposed to exercise that call forth worship on
the part of man. Fear of an invisible presence, faith in an invinci-
ble power, prayer and offerings to a spirit whose malevolence may be
averted or whose benevolence may be secured, constitute the ele-
ments of the lowest forms of worship. In the higher forms of
religious life, holiness, wisdom, justice, love, merey and grace consti-
tute the object of worship.

Now the God whom Christianity claims to reveal corresponds
completely and answers perfectly to the worshipful part of human
nature. The God of Christianity is a Spirit eternal, invisible and im-
mortal ; He is omnipresent, omniscient and omnipotent ; He is holy,
wise, just and good; He is loving, merciful, compassionate and
gracious ; He is the Creator of all things ; He is the Preserver of all
things; He is the Giver of every good and perfect gift ; He is the
sovereign Ruler of the universe, working all things according to the
counsel of His own will ; He is good to all and His tender mercies are
over all his works ; He loves righteousness and hates wickedness;
He has no pleasure in the death of any, but seeks to save all from sin;
He is the supreme Judge ; He will avenge the wicked and He wil!
reward the righteous; He is ‘“ The Lord, the Lord God, merciful
and gracious, long suffering and abundant in goodness and truth,
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin and that will by no means clear the guilty,” i. e., the incor-
rigible whom love cannot win and grace cannot save ; He is a God
whose righteous judgment will render to every man according to his
deeds. To them who do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteous-
ness He will render indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish ;




1890.] A Scientific Study of Christianity. 393

but to them who by patient continuance in well-doing seek for glory
and honor and immortality, He will give eternal life.

A complete knowledge of the God of Christianity and a perfect re-
sponse to that knowledge will call forth every element of worship
which can possibly be found in the human heart. Awe, reverence,
adoration. praise and gratitude, fear, faith and love, submission,
obedience and hope are all awakened, evoked and perfected by the
God of Christianity, To this fact the prayers of the ages and the
hymns of the Church give abundant proof. Now as all the rays of
the solar spectrum when blended give pure white light, so all the ele-
ments of worship when united must produce perfect worship; this
perfect worship which combines every worshipful element found in
human nature is produced only by Christianity. We conclude, there-
fore, that a God whose being, character, will and work, evoke every
worshipful feeling and thought of which man is capable must be,
like the ocean to a fish, like air to a bird, like light to an eye, like love
to a heart, the counterpart and the correlate of man’s religious being
and spirit, mind and heart, the everlasting Truth, the eternal Reality.

This fact is evident also from the satisfaction of certain spiritual
wants which are fully met in the God of Christianity. There are two
things which are common in the religious worship of the world; these
are sacrifices and priestly intercession. Whatever may have been the
origin of sacrifices and of priesthood, they are manifestly designed to
avert divine anger, to render the divine mind propitious and tosecure
the divine favor, Although they may sometimes simply express a
desire to purchase the divine permission to follow a certain course of
life and to receive the coOperation of the divine will, yet they very
commonly express a feeling of imperfection, a conviction of sin and
a sense of guilt on the part of the offerer of sacrifice and the subject
of priestly intercession. That which the offerer, evidently, desires,
on whatever grounds he may expect it to be obtained, is the approba-
tion and favor of the being to whom the sacrifice is offered. If the
sacrifice is to avert divine wrath, the offerer craves divine favor; if
it is to atone for guilt, he desires pardon; if it is to secure help, he
desires divine forbearance and divine assistance; moreover, penitence
for sin, repentance of evil, crying out for help are not confined toany
age or any race, but they are human and world-wide experiences.

Now the God whom Christianity claims to reveal is the counter-
part of this human want. God is merciful, sparing those who have
offended; patient, waiting inlong suffering for the repentance of sin-
ners; forgiving, putting away from His mind the remembrance of
guilt; gracious, bestowing favor upon the penitent and humble, and
helping all who seek His help. God meetsand satisfies all the wants

of the human heart which sacrifices and priestly intercessions
express.
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A third fact in respect of man as a religious being is also apparent.
Man is conscious of weakness and dependence, of ignorance and
need; he craves protection and guidance; he seeks illumination and I
strength; he asks for that inspiration which will give courage and
hope. Of this fact the prayers of every race offered in every land are 1
ample evidence and proof. In the Hindu Veda, we find such a in i
prayer as this: ‘ Indra, give wisdom to us, as a father to his sons. of i
Teach us in this path, let us living see the sun! Let not unknown pre:
wretches, evil-disposed and unhallowed, tread us down.” In the ug
Hymn of Cleanthes, we find this prayer: “O God! fromn whom all It
blessings descend, whom the storm and the thunder obey, preserve us the
from error; deign to inform our minds; attach us to that eternal wis- and
dom by which thou art guided and supported in the government of prea
the world.” 1

And in Euripides is this prayer for light: ‘Thou God of all! in- influ
fuse light into the souls of men, whereby they may be enabled to know prac
what is the root from whence all their evils spring, and by what plan:
means they may avoid them.” Prayer for protection and guidance, (1
illumination and inspiration, knowledge and strength, is common in assur
the world. Curistianity claims to reveal a God who sees men and thea
who hears their vrayer; who pities them that fear Him, and loves the §
them that trust Him; who protects by His power and guides by His disca
providence them tha' rely upon Him; who gives wisdom to them that We
ask itand strength to them that have no might; who provides for all rathe
absolute wants; who lifts away the unnecessary burden of anxious the o
care; who imparts courage of heart and fortitude of will to bear specu
every burden and to discharge every duty; who comforts in sorrow systel
and promises victory even in death. All that the human heartcraves is may
to fit it for the life of earth is met in the God of Christianity. Other The t
religions may present some divine attributes which are the correlate unive
of human nature and human need; Christianity alone presents a God and tl
who is the complete counterpart of that nature and the consummate these
complement of that need. Every element of spiritual worship in man out wi
is evoked by the God of Christianity, and every spiritual want of man depen
is supplied by Him. There are to be found in him mercy for the intuiti
gulty, pardon for the penitent, peace for the troubled, comfort for dence
the sorrowful, guidance for the ignorant, strength for the weak, hope ! tive ve
for the despondent, and life for the dying. tested

By all the facts and analogies of the laws of correlaton and corre- olicity
spondence in the lower realms of life, we must confess that a God of the
who is to the heart of man what bread and water are to the body, and fore, t
who is to the soul of man what light is to the eye, must be the living than t]
and true God, to believe in whom is peace, to know whom is power, wider
and to love whom is life. simply

rests o1
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IL. —SHALL WE GIVE UP DOCTRINAL TEACHING AND
PREACHING?
By DaNieL S. GreGory, D.D., Ex-PReESiDENT LAKE KOREST
UNIVERSITY.

TuE reference is, of course, to the future attitude of the Church,
in its teaching and preaching, toward Christian doctrine. The form
of inquiry implies that the question of abandoning suckh teaching and
preaching has become an open one, How has it come to be so?
Oughi it to be so ?

It is the object of this paper to consider and weigh the reasons for
the present tendency to eschew doctrinal teaching and preaching,
and to show the need for a powerful revival of such teaching and
preaching,

1. The reasons for the present tendency are to be looked for in the
influence of the current philosophic opinions and of the resulting
practical life. The philosophy shapes the conduct ; hence the ex-
planation of the latter is to be found in the former.

(1) A shallow, rationalistic transcendentalism has persistently
assumed and asserted the supremacy of philosophy over faith and
the antagonism of the two, until the masses of mankind almost feel that
the great distinctive doctrines of Christianity have been generally
discarded as quite obsolete. What ground is there for this?

We would have nothing to say against a rational transcendentalism;
rather everything in its favor. It has its legitimate sphere, and is
the only possible basis of a rational, as distinguished from a purely
speculative, philosophy. There is no antagonism between such a
system of philosophy and the doctrines of the Christian system. This
is made plain by the relations of philosophy and the Christain faith.
The two deal, to a certain extent, with the same themes—man, the
universe and God, and the relations of these ; but the starting points
and the modes of procedure are different. Philosophy culminates in
these truths as the end of its rational processes ; Christianity starts
out with them as a direct revelation from God in the Bible. The one
depends upon reason ; the other upon faith. The one says this is
intuitive truth ; the otber, this is the testimony of God. The evi-
dence in each sphere is distinct and peculiar. In philosophy, induc-
tive verification is employed, in bringing out ralional principles as
tested by the canons of intuition—self-evidence, necessity and cath-
olicity ; in our religion, induction proper is made use of, on the basis
of the factsand truths in God’s written word. It is apparent, there-
fore, that the range of Christian doctrine is vastly more extended
than the sphere of philosophy, as the range of revelation is much
wider than that of intuition. Nor is faith in the Christian system
simply a blind trust; it is rather a rational belief or conviction. It
rests on a revelation historically attested, centring in Jesus Christ,
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and recorded in an inspired book. It has its corresponding internal
evidence in the profound experience in which the believer’s soul re-
sponds to this great divine revelation. This revelation has entered
into and controlled the whole course of human history and human
thought. The great problems of the universe, the life-and-death
questions always pressing upon the human soul, this revelation an-
swers with sublime simplicity, clearness, certainty and sufficiency in
its doctrines of Creation, Providence, Original Sin, Incarnation and
Redemption, making all again centre in the person and work of the
historic Christ.

Resting as does the Christian faith upon such a vast scheme of ra-
tional evidence, no weapon forged from so-called reason or intuition
has ever been lifted against it to prosper. Indeed what clear utter-
ance has intuition to make about the Trinity and the nature of God,
the origin of sin and evil, the work of redemption, the judgment of
man and his final destiny? And so far as the truths are concerned,
on which intuition, reason, has anything to say, its utterances arein
accord with those of revelation. It is only by speculation and per-
version of principles that antagonism has been made to appear to
exist between the two.

In short, the whole vast fabric of rationalistic philosophy is made
up of speculation based upon assumption and assertion. A single ex-
ample will illustrate the entire method and scheme. The so-called
philosopher affirms that there is no God, and therefore that the Bible
revelation of God is baseless and Christianity the latest and most stu-
pendous of the ancient superstitions. But how does he reach his
affirmation? e asserts that there is no such thing as spirit and no
such thing as cause, and therefore no such being as the Infinite Spirit
and the First Cause. . Now all this is in the very face of the most cer-
tain of our intuitive knowledge ; for the most intimate and funda-
mental knowledge is that of our existence as spiritnal personalities
and of our causal agency, since these are involved in all our conscious
activity. The philosopher professing to deal with reason and intui-
tion, and to set these up as authorities against revelation, starts out
therefore by assuming the contradictories of the real intuitions, and
bases all his speculation upon these fundamental lies. It is all mere
brazen assertion. And that is the best that Mill and Spencer, the
modern Aristotle and Plato, can do! On such grounds their sense-
less followers raise the cry that Christianity is obsolete, and bow down
and worship the great philosophers! For a ¢ Thus saith the Lord,”
they have substituted,” ‘“ Thus it is written in the books of Mill and
Spencer.”

Let it be understood then that we affirm, in the face of this ¢ phil-
osophy falsely so called,” that there is not one fact or doctrine in all
the Christian system that a true and rational philosophy has ever
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done anything else than to confirm, The relation of philosophy and
faith is not that of absolute exclusion,—Philosophy or faith; northat
of antagonism,—Philosophy versus faith; but that of harmony and
cooperation,—Philosophy @nd faith. 1t would be as senseless and
irrational to give up the great scriptural doctrines because of this
persistent and impudent cry of rationalism about the ‘collapse of
the Supernatural,” as it would for the world to suspend all its busi-
ness activities because Vennor predicts a coming cyclone, or rather,
because of the one which he predicted but which did not come.

(2) A still more shallow sensationalism and materialism, culmi-
nating in the all-pervasive teaching of Herbert Spencer, has gone far
toward muddling the minds of men over the question whether we are
anything more than developed brutes, or, worse than that, than mere
developments of matter and motion by redistribution. There is no
God, no soul, no freedom, no immortality, at bottom only matter and
motion. It is sensationalism run mad, the ¢ philosophy of dirt”
clasping hands with the philosophy of brutality. Animal enjoyment
is the great end of existence. Virtue consists in pursuing it under
stress of the master instincets of nutrition and reproduction, and is
thus merged in pure bestiality. God there is none, except perhaps
the double, or supposed ghost, of our great-great-grandfather.

Now philosophy, according to Ueberweg, is ‘‘ the science of prin-
ciples”’; but this scheme has no principles. Its assumptions and as-
sertions fly in the face of all the fundamental truths of reason, and it
is high time that thinking men should wake up to this fact of the es-
sentially irrational character of this pretentious system, and estimate
it at its real rational value which is math2matically expressed by zero.

(3) These false philosophies, in connection with others of kindred
nature inherited from the past, have resulted in the prevalence of a
heathen and immoral morality that has led to the divorce of Chris-
tian Doctrine from Christian Ethics, thus fossilizing the former and
annihilating the latter,

Now if this be so, it is certainly a very serious state of things. The
fathers told us that ‘‘ truth is in order to holiness.” Christian doc-
trine was evidently intended to be the foundation of Christian ethics—
i.e., of an ethics whose essential elements are self-renunciation and
self-sacrifice in devotion to Christ, and leading to a heroism that cru-
cifies self and scorns all ends centring merely in man whether in his
happiness, his culture or his dignity. The great Christian doctrines
rightly presented imperatively demand, and by the grace of God
surely lead to, such Christian morality.

But the false and heathen philosophy, new and old, has introduced
the new morality, so called, of egoism, or selfishnessand mere humani-
tarianism, which bids man get the best and the most for his own en-
joyment, and perhaps for the enjoyment of his fellows, so far as that
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promotes his own, This unchristian, heathen, unmoral, or, rather,
immoral morality, based on the ethics of animalism, has largely sup-
planted Christian morality, as a theory of life. It answers the first
question of the Catechism: What is the chief end of man? “To
have a good time and come out number one.” The view of practical
life is thus revolutionized. There is no room for the old doctrines.
They only make men uncomfortable; and as comfort is the chief end
of man, the preacher who in this day would preach those doctrines is
regarded as a brute. Said alady to another in a fashionable congre-
gation recently: ‘“How did you like Dr. V.?” The reply was: ‘‘Ah!
the vulgar man! Why, he said, ‘you sinners’!” And so, if they are
to be preached at all, the practical bearings, the force and fire, must
be taken out of them. A congregation thoroughly enlightened (?) by
the new ethics will not hear of a just God and sin and the judgment
and hell and everlasting punishment, and has no conscious need to
hear of Christ as the incarnate Son of God, the sacrifice for sin, the
atonement, the Lord and Master. They say to the preacher as Israel
of old said to the prophets: ““Prophesy unto us smooth things.”
They tell us blandly—echoing Mr. Greg and that style of essayist—
that there is no possibility of the old kind of Christian life, that no
man in this age can live the life required of the primitive Christians,
and that Christ in the very requirement showed the narrowness of
his age and of himself and proved that his religion was not the abso-
lute religion.

As a natural consequence the systems of the theologians have tend-
ed more and more to become dry, mathematical, barren statements,
mere dogmas divorced from all the great practical Christian ends
which God contemplated in the Gospel revelation, and sometimes
about as fit to nourish the soul as sawdust would be to nourish the
body. So there has been some reason for the cry of even good Chris-
tians: ““Don’t give us any of your dry, de.] theology.”

Even where the old truth has been preached with freshness and
living, practical power, the hearers under control of the new ethics
have come to cry out: ““ Away with it! Away with it! It is gloomy
and morose and belongs to the Dark Ages! We will have none of it!”
To meet this popular demand the truth has been minimized, until
there is nothing left of doctrine but the ¢“Fatherhood of God” and
““Come to Jesus,”—in short, nothing but semi-universalism; and
nothing left of ‘ethics but heathen and minor morals summed up in
the maxims of the lowest epicureanism or utilitarianism.

To vary and add spice to this gospel of twaddle, which is essen-
tially commonplace and monotonous, the preacher who is *“ abreast of
the times,” your Rev. Shallow Aestheticus, must add the gospel of
clap-trap, of vinegar and wormwood, applicable to the sinners not
present, and of art and msthetics, until the perfection of the new
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state of things is reached in some ideal ‘“Church of the Holy Ori-
flamme.” The multitudes must have a ‘“smart gospel,” and prefer
the ‘“gospel of smartness ”” even to that.

In fine, the question: ‘“ Shall we give up doctrine in our teaching
and preaching?” really means, Shall we, under stress of a false and
heathen view of life—called Christian, but without a single Chris-
tian element in it—give wp Christianity? The demand is infi-
nitely unreasonable.

2. Theone great and absolutely imperative need of the present day
is a powerful revival of the right kind of doctrinal teaching and
preaching.

It is not the purpose of this paper to discuss the need for the re-
vival of such doctrinal teaching in the trainingof the ministry; albeit
that may be a vital matter with the church. It is a well known fact,
that the study of theology has been reduced to a minimuwm, other
subjects having absorbed nearly all the time once given to it. More-
over, it is easy to see that a homawopathic dose of theological lore ad-
ministered once a week through two or three years of the course, by
means of written lectures smoked and dried a generation ago, is not
likely to result in any theological plethora. And there is undoubt-
edly a growing feeling among competent judges that there must be a
great revolution in present methods if the Church is not to perish of
theological inanity and emptiness.*

(1) But apart from the question of theological training, it is easily
shown that the teaching and preaching of the great Christian doc-
trines in their practical bearings is the only possible way of accom-
plishing the ends of Christ’s kingdom. The end to be attained in
gospel teaching and preaching is ultimately the glory of God. But
proximately and directly it is to save sinners, and develop them in
Christian character and power, so as to make them strong and
intelligent co-workers with Christ in bringing the world back to
God.

(@) It cannot be reasonably denied that the first aim of gospel teach-
ing and preaching is to save sinners, or make them Christians. That
end cannet be attained except through the fundamental Christian
doctrines. In becoming a Christian two things are implied, the re-
ception of the Christian system as our creed, and the conforming ot
our inward and outward life to its teachings. There is the acceptance
of Christ, first, as Saviowr, the sacrificial atonement; and, secondly,
as Lord, the Divine Master to whom we give up our lives in obedi-
ence and devotion, The method of the Chris'ian life is that of faith
working by love. Christ and the great doctrines of revelation cen-
tring in him are presented to the sinner in the divine Word on the

* For an dingly able di jon of this subject, see Sherwood's ** History of the Cross,”
published by Funk & Wagnalls,
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testimony of God. Upon them he lays hold by faith, which thus
becomes the inspiration of love and devotion.

From another point of view the three R’s are at the foundation of
the transformation from death to life: Ruin, Redemption and Regen-
eration. The sinner’s conception and appreciation of his own rwin
and lost condition must depend upon his understanding of the doc-
trines concerning God against whom he has sinned, of the nature and
heinousness of sin as transgression of the holy law of God, of his own
depravity and corruption, of the powerful foes within and without who
are seeking his destruction, and of the utter hopelessness of his case
as a sinner hastening to the bar of God. But this involves all the
great doctrines of theology proper and of anthropology. His con-
ception and appreciation of redemption must depend upon his
knowledge of the doctrines of the everlasting love of the Father for
a lost world; of the incarnation, humiliation, vicarious obedience and
sacrifice, and of the resurrection, ascension, intercession and universal
and everlasting kingdom, of the Son of God asthe Redeemer. Hiscon-
ception and appreciation of regeneration must depend upon his
knowledge of the condition and needs of his own heart; of the per-
son, character and mission of the Holy Spirit as the applier of re-
demption; and of the nature of holiness and its necessity before God
in order to peace and eternal life. But this involves the doctrines of
soteriology as well as those centring in the Trinity. In fine, the
preaching of Christian doctrine under the stress of a divine call,
must be the only intelligent way of seeking to save sinners, so long as
man remains a rational being. ““How shall they believe except they
hear? And how shal! they hear without a preacher? And how
shall they preach except they be sent ?”

() But doctrinal instruction is just as essential to the attainment of
the second aim of gospel preaching. The saved sinncr cannot be
developed into a strong and efficient co-worker with Christ in the
work of conquering the world, without intelligently grasping in their
practical Christian bearings, the divine teachings involved in the
Christian life and work.

To become a strong Christian he needs to develop that powerful
character which finds a sufficient bacis only in these grand doctrines
of the Word of God. As the historian Froude has shown, in his
“Short Studies,” Calvinism, which he hates, has in all ages furnished
the substantial backbone of the moral universe and the pith and
puissance of the world’s heroism. His friends may question whether
it has been because it is Calvinism or because of the great essential
truths involved, but they cannot question the fact. The strong char-
acter must be bottomed in great principles, and the requisite princi-
ples have been furnished by the doctrines Christianity has formulated
in answer to the life-and-death questions of the human soul. It is
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these truths that link the Christian with God and with all his sublime
and eternal plan. A strong, heroic, godlike Christian character, suchas
Christ wants in his work, can find no other adequate basis, and there
is no other possible way for the development of real Christian power,

However little truth may be sufficient to maintain in the pulpitthe
clap-trap and fustian that claim to be the Gospel, and to keep up the
life of shocking selfishness and silliness and indifference to the
demands of Christ and the needs of a lost world, which passes in this
age for Christian, it must be clear as sunlight to any man taught of
God and in sympathy with Christ, that this is not adequate to
make of a saved sinner such a worker together with Christ as can be
used for the speedy evangelization of the world. That can only be
done by bringing him to a comprehension of the situation; in short,
leading him to understand something of the terrible struggle in which
the Captain of our salvation is engaged with Satan and his hosts, of
the lost and ruined condition of the world of sinners hastening to
eternal perdition, of his own personal responsibility for the soul of
his brother man all over the world, of his obligation as a steward of
Christ to use all his powers and possessions in the service of Christ
in saving men by the Gospel, of the presence of Omniscience takinyx
note of every idle word and deed and extending perpetual ingpiration
and hope and help, and of the absolute worthlessness of even a uni-
verse of worldly treasures when balanced against even one human
soul. Who does not see that the Divine hopes and enterprises re-
vealed in these doctrines of the Bible are just what are needed to
make men’efficient co-workers with Christ,—furnishing them the all-
powerful motives and lifting them up to the sublimest heights of their
possibilities of effort and achievement?

And nothing but the renewed and powerful preaching of these
doctrines can remedy the defects in the type of piety too largely pre-
vailing in the Church and hindering its efficiency,—the want of
singleness of aim, of a just measure of consecration, of self-denial for
Christ, of scriptural faith, of earnestness of life, of a sense of indi-
vidual responsibility to the Master. Nothing else can revolutionize
the so-called ethics of the age and lead to the substitution of a Chris-
tian ethics for a heathen and brutish, putting in the place of baptized
gelfishness and greed the law of self-sacrifice and devotion to Christ.

(2) It follows therefore from the very ends contemplated by the
Gospel that the needs of this age, so far from calling for an abandon-
ment of doctrinal teaching and preaching, imperatively demand a
powerful revival of such teaching and preaching. There are vastly
greater things waiting in this age for accomplishment by the Chris-
tian Church than in any preceding age, and assurely as God livesand
His Word is true they cannot be compassed in any selfish and lazy
way, nor by any ignorant and haif-hearted work.
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There are the multitudes to be saved. There is need that the
Church and the world should be roused and stirred as in the ““ Great
Awakening ”” of a century and a half ago, only on a vastly wider
scale and to profounder depths. The preaching of Edwards, White.
field, and their co-laborers of that day, was the preaching of doctrine
in its powerful, practical bearings, and that whether men would hear
or whether they would forbear. God, his absolute sovereignty in
salvation, his ¢ just liberty with regard to answering the prayers
or succeeding the pains of mere natural men, continuing such,”
the helplessness and hopelessness of ‘“sinners in the hands of
an angry God,” justification by faith alone, the necessity for the new
birth or of a transformation of nature by the Spirit of God,—all
these and the whole range of rousing and quickening doctrine were
burned into the souls of the men of that age. The fruits were seen
in a revolution in life, individual, domestic and social, in the organiza-
tions for pushing the work of missions, and in the vastly enlarged
sphere and activity of the Church. Who will say that there is not
greater need to-day? Who will show us any other nd better way?

With the whole world waiting for the Gospel, and Christ calling his
followers to the task of giving it to all, the Christian worker must be
taught, in the light of God’s Word, just what the world needs and
God requires, and how the needs and requirements are to be met. He
will find the requisite light in the doctrines of the Word. He may
find help toward the light and impulse to a better life in works like
Fish’s ‘ Primitive Piety Revived,” which had such influence in the
revival of a third of a century ago; but they will help him chiefly by
leading him back to the essential Christian doctrines of the Word.
The work has become so much broader that the pressing home of the
doctrines must be all the mightier and more persistent, if a more
powerful life is to be the result. The hosts of evil are so marshalled
and panoplied that only a truer and stronger presentation of vital
Christian doctrine can gird the Church with the power to accomplish
their overthrow. The Christian may find the facts concerning the
evil with which he is to cope, in such works as Strong's “Our
Country,” or Pierson’s ““Crisis of Missions™; but the needed power
must come out of the practical doctrines of the Christian revelation.

Let these vital truths be taught and preached, with the power of
the Holy Spirit, until God and the unseen world, the lost soul and
everlasting woe, Christ and redemption, the judgment and eternity,
heaven and hell, become living realities, the theology of the Church
a living theology, and the coming of Christ’s kingdom will assuredly
be hastened. Shall it be? It will be = if the many thousand readers
of this REviEw will lift up the standard of the cross anew and rally
the Church around it for the conquest of the world for Christ and
proclaim God’s truth with an energy born of the Spirit. Girded with
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power from on high, with a single aim for Christ, a complete conse-
cration to him, entire self-sacrifice for him, absolute faith in him, and
a holy earnestness in his service, who can set bounds to the possible
accomplishments cf even a single generation ?
““Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”
¢ Here am I; send me.”

The Lord’s call is,
Who will respond:

III.—CHRIST PREACHING TO THE SPIRITS IN PRISON.
By Rev. T. D. WirngersrooN, D.D., LL.D., LovisviLLe, Ky.
AN interpretation of this famous passage (1. Pet. ii1:18-20), which

may challenge criticism upon strict exegetical grounds, must, we think,

comply with the following conditions:

First—It must respect the manifest antithesis between the two da-
tives, sapxi and mvedpare of verse 18.  If one be rendered “in the flesh,”
the other must be rendered “in the spirit.” To translate one with

in and the other with by is to violate a plain law of language.

Second—The verb éxjpvéev of verse 19 must, unless such a con-
struction is inconsistent with the sense of the context or with the
known facts in the case, receive its usnal aoristic signification. The
aorist in Greek does sometimes have the force of the pluperfect, but
the other is its natural sense, and we are not warranted in giving a
pluperfect signification, unless either the context or known fact de-
mands it. To make the aorist here refer to an action that was over
and done twenty centuries before the events of the preceding verse,
would be justifiable only under conditions that do not seem to us to
exist.

Third—The force of the =or¢ in verse 20, and its peculiar relation
to aretdrjoasy must not be overlooked, separating as it does between
the period of the ¢ preaching ” and that of the ‘‘ unbelief,” carrying
the latter backward so as to be synchronous with the building of the
ark in the days of Noah. This particle must not be ignored, or,
what is worse, taken from its natural connection with dretdryoaae,
and unnaturally associated with éxjpvéey of the preceding verse.

Fourth—The expression rois & gvlaxjj mvévpasey must have due
weight as implying that the spirits were in prison at the time
when the preaching took place. The uniform meaning of ¢viaxy
must also be respected, as implying a place or state of actual confine-
ment, and not merely “a moral imprisonment in vice and unbelief.”

Fifth—The participle mopevdeis of verse 19 must receive due con-
sideration, as involving the idea of a personal mission on the part of
Christ, and not merely an ageucy employed by him in his personal
absence.

If these principles are correct, an exegesis that can be successfully
maintained in a hand-to-hand conflict with the advocates of proba~
tion after death, must recognize the preaching (whatever it may be)
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as done personally by Christ, and not simply mediately through Noah
or the Apostles. The preaching must be subsequent to his ‘“ being
put to death in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit.” It must be
addressed to men in a disembodied state and in prison, men who at a
former period had been disobedient while the ark was building.

Those who concede these principles must still further, we think,
be brought to the conclusion of Principal Cunningham, the eminent
theologian and ecclesiastic of Scotland, who, in his admirable work,
Historical Theology, summarily disposes of the subject of this arti-
cle in the following brief but emphatic paragraph.

“With respect to the very obscure and difficult passage in 1. Peter,
iii: 19, about his (Christ’s) going and preaching to the spirits in
prison, I must say that I have never yet met with an interpretation
of it that seemed to me altogether satisfactory. Among the many
interpretations of it that have been given, there are just two in sup-
port of which anything really plausible, as it appears to me, can be ad-
vanced, viz., that which regards the preaching there spoken of as
having taken place in the time of Noah, and through the instrumen-
tality of Noah; and, secondly, that which regards it as having taken
place after his resurrection, and through the instrumentality of the
Apostles. The latter view is ably advocated in Dr. John Brown's
Expository Discourses on First Peter. 1f either cf these interpre-
tations be the true one, the passage has no reference to the period of
his history between his death and his resurrection.” (Hist. Theol.,
Vol. L., p. 92.)

Considering the immense number of interpretations, patristic,
medizval and modern, that must have passed under the eye of this
learned and acute historian of Christian doctrine, it is not very reas-
suring to the advocate of a new one to be told that of all previous
interpretations only two can be considered even plausible, and neither
of these altogether satisfactory. There is, however, this ground of
encouragement, that, if a satisfactory interpretation has not yet been
reached, there is room for further research. The new one may be
the satisfactory one, and if it is not, the author of it has only failed as
8o many great and good men have done before him.

The writer very modestly proposes a new theory—not strictly

original, for suggestions of it have come from various sources—but

new in the sense that, in so far as he knows, it has never been elabo-
rated and presented in distinct and definite form. In this brief
paper it can only be given in outline, and will be best brought out by
an examination of the passage in its order.

The subject of the Apostle is the happy issue of the sufferings of
God’s persecuted people. He illustrates by the glorious results of the
gufferings of Christ, The first of these results is seen in the differ-
ence between the nature of the body in which he was put to death,
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and that in which he was brought back to life again. ¢ Being put
to death in the flesh.” Here sapx{ is that form of the instrumental
dative to which Hadley (§609) gives the name of the dative of respect,
““showing in what particular point or respect something is true,” It
iswhat Kuhner (§282, 1,b) calls the dative of ““ theobject upon which
the action shows itself or becomes visible.” It was only with respect
to this adp$, this fleshly organism, that Christ could be put to death.
It was that he might become subject to death that ¢“the word was
made flesh (¢yévero adp%).” By the withdrawal of the human soul from
this animal organism death was effected. In this organism the put-
ting to death manifested itself. 'T'o distinguish this mortal, perish-
able body in which Christ was born and was crucified, from the im-
perishable, immortal body in which he was raised from the dead, the
Apostle denominates the former aapf, just as the Apostle Paul does
in the 15th of 1st Corinthians (v. 34), who afterward (v. 44) para-
phrases it by the expression edpa dvyudy, as distinguished from the
aapa mvevparixdy of the resurrection state. Christ then was put to death
sapxi, that is, as Paul would say, in ““a corruptible body.” He was
quickened mvévpare. Having used sdpf as a brief, terse expression for
the natural body == ddpa sapxixiv, he preserves the antithesis by using
mivpa as a brief expression for the spiritual body, sdpa mvevparixdy,
This seems to be the only appropriate rendering of the word mvedpare
in this connection. To speak of Christ as being quickened in his
human spirit conveys no adequate sense, for that spirit was always
alive. To speak of his being quickened in the Holy Spirit is equally
without definiteness of meaning ; but to say that he was quickened in
a spiritual body gives the same sense to the dative that it had in the
antithetical clause already considered, the spiritual body being that
in respect to which the quickening took place, the human soul enter-
ing the transformed body and quickening it to life. It is interesting
in this connection to notice the distinction between quickening and
raising from the dead (Eph. ii: 5, 6, etc.), the body being quickened
by the soul’s reanimation of it, both body and soul being raised
through this quickening by the divine and miraculous power of God.
This interpretation of the passage makes it convey to the persecuted
Christians to whom it is addressed the very encouragement and com-
fort that was most needful for them. As by being put to death, the
just for the unjust, our Lord exchanged the frail, perishable body in
which he had tabernacled, ‘“enduring the contradiction of sinners
against himself,” for a glorious, spiritual, incorruptible body which
was no more subject to pain or decay, so the believer, suffering the
martyr’s bloody death, would, by the very blow that crushed the
poor, frail tabernacle of flesh, come into the possession of a glorious
resurrection-body, spiritual and immortal. The limits of our space
will not permit us to foilow out this line of interpretation through
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other passages in which ¢dpf and m2vpa seem to be used in the same
sense. Let one suffice. To the writer's own mind it has thrown a
flood of light upon that somewhat obscure passage (1 Tim. iii:16),
““God was manifest [manifested or made incarnate] in the flesh, jus-
tified [raised again for our justification] in the spirit, seen of angels
[at the time of his resurrection,”] ete. Translating the words ¢“ flesh ”
and ““spirit” in this passage, as we have done in the one before us,
the obscurity of the ‘‘ justified in the spirit” is entirely removed.

But to proceed with our analysis. The only glorious result of
Christ’s being put to death, the just for the unjust, was not the at-
tainment of a resurrection-body. T'he Apostle goes on: ‘“In which
[resurrection-body] he went and preached,” ete. Now, whatever the
preaching may have been, it was, upon our theory of interpretation,
not done until after the resurrection, and so under our interpreta-
tion, as well as under those referred to by Principal Cnnningham
““ the passage has no reference to the period of his[Christ’s] history
between his death and his resurrection.” No support can be drawn
from it for the doctrine of the ‘“descent into hell.” Can any be
found for the theory of probation after death?

Let us examine the word translated preached. It isnotedyyyeiisaro,
the word usually employed to express the offer of salvation, but
&ujpvfev, which simply means to herald forth or make proclamation
of something without determining what. T'o show that the idea of
an offer of salvation is not inherent in the word, it is only necessary
to observe how often, in order to express this idea, the words o
edayyédoy are appended to it (Mark i: 10, xiv: 19, xiii: 10, xvi: 15, etc.),
how often it is rendered by our translators published or proclaimed
(Mark i: 45, v: 20, vii: 36, xiii: 10, ete.), and how often itis used where
no thought of an offer of salvation was before the mind of the speaker,
(Mark i: 45, vii: 36; Luke viii: 39, xii: 3; Rom. ii: 21, etc). Thereisno
necessity of importing into the word here a signification which in so
many other passages it does not bear, and which is out of harmony
with the whole body of Scripture teaching in reference to the close of
probation at the moment of death.

But, it may be asked, if this preaching, or proclamation by Christ
did not include an offer of salvation, what was it that he proclaimed ?
and what significance had it, worthy of the emphatic reference to it
here? These questions we will endeavor to answer. Upon the
theory which we have adopted, that the aim of the Apostle is to set
forth the glorious issue of Christ’s sufferingg, that which he proclaimed
was the completion of his mediatorial work on earth in his final victory
over death and the grave. It was part of the triumph that awaited
him, that in his resurrection body he should ascend from earth, enter
the invisible world, and there, as a mighty conqueror, returning from
a successful campaign, make proclamation to all worlds that his mis-
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sion to earth was accomplished, that he had ‘“made an end of sin,
and brought in an everlasting righteousness,” that he had ‘“abolished
death and brought life and immortality to light.” The Scripture is
full of the most glowing allusions to this triumphant ascension of our
Lord, ““ leading captivity captive,” as if death and hell were bound to his
chariot wheels, ¢“spoiling principalities and powers, making a show
of them openly, triumphing over them in his cross,” etc. In the
same strain the Apostle here represents our Lord as ascending in his
resurrection-body, trumpeting to all worlds the tidings of his victory,
and the completion of his work, So universal and far-sounding is
this proclamation that it goes even ¢ to the spirits in prison,” ete.,
xal totg & guiaxj mvevpaas,  Here it seems plain that the xd: should be
connected with the words that immediately follow it, and translated
even, instead of being construed with the verb at the end of the
clause and translated also as in the authorized version. The thought
in the Apostle’s mind is that the prociamation went so far as to ex-
tend even to those antediluvian sinners, who, both on account of the
remoteness of the period of their life on earth, and because of the
enormity of their guilt that brought down the judgment of the flood,
might be supposed to occupy the extreme limit of that circle of
““outer darkness ” that would be penetrated by the annunciative cry.
Even to them came tidings of the fulfilment of all of Noah’s
prophecy in the victory of Chiist over death and the grave. The
Apostle would thus convey the highest possible conception of the
universal triumph accorded to our Lord when as a conqueror he
““came up from Edom with dyed garments from Bozrah, glorious in
his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength.” The relation
of this line of thought to the Apostle’s object—that of fortifying
Christians against persecution—will again be apparent. All this glory
and honor with which Christ for the suffering of death has been crowned,
is the earnest of a glory which awaits every soldier of the cross who is
““faithful unto death,” who stands steadfast in face of sword and torch
and lions, He shall one day go up in his resurrection-body to share
the triumphs of his all conquering and glorious Lord.

The interpretation we have given to &xjpver could be further con-
firmed, if we had time, by comparing this passage with the kindred
one in the succeeding chapter which refers to the gospel as having
been ¢ preached to the dead,” where there is the same use of the
terms ‘“flesh ” and ¢“ spirit ”—but where, when the Apostle wishes us
to understand that the offer of salvation was made, he is very careful
to use edayyedifw, and not as here mppissw. But a proper analysis of
that passage would require the space of another article. We stop here,
only remarking that a rigid examination of this second passage in the
light of the context will demonstrate that, like the one we have studied,
itgivesnosupport whatever to the hypothesis of a probation after deaths
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IV.—THE LEADING PROBLEMS OF NEW TESTAMENT
DISCUSSION.
By Rev. Proressor Georce H. Scumoope, Pu.D., CoLumsus, Onio.

THE Bible is the cynosure of all eyes in our times even more than
ever before. This is especially true of America. This fact becomes
all the more significant when it is remembered that the Bible study
of to-day in method, manner and spirit is more independent than
was that of the preceding generations. However much we may de-
plore or rejoice over the fact that the attitude of the Christian scholar-
ship of our times against the historic creeds of the churches is
on the whole rather critical, and that even in such fundamental points
as the doctrime of inspiration, the literary authenticity of some
prominent books or parts of books in the sacred writings it has
learned to assert its own judgment, certain it is that the Biblical study
of our day is no longer willing to swear in verba magistri, and thus
theoretically and 1deally at least is in a better condition to achieve
really valuable results than before. Whether these results be gold and
silver, or hay and stubble, is an altogether different question. In
principle the attitude of Protestant Bible students now is more in
harmony with the standpoint of the New Testament and of the Ref-
ormation than has been the case for many decades past. Evangelical
Christianity is anti-traditional both from within and from without ;
and traditions, be they Jewish, Catholic or Protestant, have worth and
merit only in so far as they can stand the Seriptural test. If the Prot-
estant Bible students of our day have applied this test more rigidly
than had been customary, they are simply exercising the same rights
which their spiritual fathers of the Reformation era employed
against the Roman Catholic Church and her system. Certain as it is
that the abuse of independence in Biblical investigations has been
doing the cause of truth much harm, so certain it also is that the re-
establishment of correct principles and practices has effected immense
good. The Bible now is better understood and appreciated than
ever before.

Since the disappearance of the Tubingen school from the arena of
technical Bible controversy, the Old rather than the New Testament
has been especially prominent in the upsand downs of critical research.
Wellhausen’s transfer of the Levitical system from the beginning to
the end of the Old Testament religious development, and the adoption
of this reconstruction of the sources for a revolutionary conception of
the origin and character of this religion by Kuenen and others, quite
naturally made the records of the old covenant the great debatable
ground on which this new phase of the never-ending struggle between
historic faith and unfaith unfclded itself. The researches and discus-
sions in the New Testament department have, however, been going on
all the same during the last decade or two. They have, however,
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been confined more to the circles of the specialists and scholars, and
have not gained the public prominence which the Old Testamentcon-
troversies secured for themselves so rapidly. But indications point
to a radical change in this direction in the English-speaking theologi-
cal world. The English publications on the special problems of the
New Testament are rapidly outnumbering those on the Old ; and
questions such as the Synoptic Problem,the authenticity of the Pastoral
and the General Epistles, the Composition of the Apocalypse, are
rapidly coming to the front. Fortunately for their proper under-
standing and solution they are not coming like a wolf on the fold, as
did the Old Testament discussion through the Robertson Smith pub-
lications and trials in Scotland, but with measured and calm presenta-
tion of their claims.

In principle the mooted problems in both spheres have practically
been, and are yet, identical, involving in their innermost kernel the

question as to the factors and forces that entered into that develop-,

ment of which the Biblical books are the official documests. In both
the traditional views of the Church must contend agaiust a more or
less naturalizing and even naturalistic interpretation of these. The
new religious thought of the age, in so far as it is subversive of the
divine character of the Scriptures and their revelation, is, to use an
expression of the late Professor Delitzsch, a constant tendency toward
areligion of the era of Darwin. The idea of development, which has,
heen the most fruitful of results in modern scientific research, has
when applied in an éxtreme manner and without the proper correctives
and limitations, worked the same havoe in the religious and Biblical
that it has in other fields of research.

The final end and aim of all Bible study is the reproduction of the
original thoughts of the sacred writers, the interpretation of the text
both as to the individual import of the separate passages, sections or
books, and as to the bearing of these on the character of the Bible re-
ligions. Practically the object is then the same as that pursued in the
explanation of any other literary work, however much the contents of
Holy Writ are in origin, kind and character entirely unique and swi
Zeneris. Preparatory to t! e exegetical process proper there are here,
as elsewhere in correct literary interpretation, the two disciplines of
lower and higher criticism. The former, generally known as textual
criticism, has the object of securing as near as possible the very words
penned by the sacred writers; the latter, of bringing the circum-
stances of time, occasion, author and other surroundings that gave
shape and form to the original composition, to bear upon the eluci-
dation of the original meaning and intent.

In the New Testament department investigators have been able to
preserve the logical order of these processes much better than has
been done in regard to the Old. In the latter, the questions as to
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higher criticism have been brought much nearer to a solution satis-
factory to the majority of students than have those of textual criticism.
Indeed, the preliminary considerations of critical aids, such as the
value of the Septuagint, and of the method and manner of applying
the principles of the science, by no means enjoy a general consensus.
In the New Testament field the textual eriticism, both as to methods
and results, is, notwithstanding the protests of the late learned Dean
Burgon and his school, to all intents and purposes settled. Owing
chiefly to the labors of such men as Tischendorf, Tregelles, West-
cott and Hort, we have practically a textus receptus, not based as
was the original going under this name, upon accidental readings or
immature combinations, but upon an almost exhaustive collection of
the data and a rigid application of correct literary criticism. While
the problems of textual criticism of the New Testament are by no
meansas difficult as those of the Old, to a great extent because the latter
lacks the materials both quantitatively and qualitatively, yet it took
decades of patient toil to collect and sift the more than 150,000 vari-
ants found in the New Testament textual apparatus. The work,
however, has not only resulted in a reliable text, but has also fur-
nished new evidence for the old truth that the Scriptures only gain by
a thorough and exhaustive but honest investigation. Of the seemingly
appalling number of variants only about four hundred materially
affect the sense and only about fifty are really important, while not
one affects an article of faith or a precept of duty which is not sus-
tained by other and undoubted passages. The workof this discipline
which conservative Christians have hesitated to accept are its demands
for the elimination of such passages as the pericopein John viii: 1 seq.,
of the doxology of the Lord’s Prayer, of the last verses in Mark, of
the Trinity passage in 1 John v: 7,

The leading question in New Testament higher criticism is the
Synoptic Problem, or the literary origin of the first three goepels.
While it has not the far-reaching importance for New Testament
literature that the Pentateuchal Problem has for the Old, it has funda-
mentally for the establishment of Christianity and its original a cor-
responding prominence. The problem is easily stated. The points
of agreement between these books are so many and so exact that it is
simply impossible for them to be absolutely independent documents ;
on the other hand, the divergencies are so many and so pronounced
that the one could not be the original of the others, or either two of
the third. Distinct from this purely literary question is that of his-
torical criticism as to what phase of and with what degree of reliabil-
ity our present gospels represent original Christianity.

The former question is as old as is Bible study in the Christian
Church ; the latter is an outcome of the critical doubts of the last cen-
tury. In regard to the first the New Testament specialists of our
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day are a unit that the old method of simply declaring the one or
the other gospel in its present shape to have been the original from
which the others drew the body of their information isan unsatisfac-
tory solution. It does not explain the facts in the case. It is ac-
knowledged on all hands that other sources must have been consulted
in addition to those accessible to us at present. Briefly stated, the
following is the solution to the Synoptic riddle that has secured the
greatest number of adherents. The oldest among our first threegos-
pels is Mark, the relation of the gospel to an earlier document or
documents being yet a matter of debate. In addition there was a
Hebrew or Aramaic pre-canonical gospel record, containing chiefly
the Logia, or discourses of Christ, but little of his personal doings.
This writing was lost at an early period. But out of these two writ-
ings, that is, the Mark gospel and the pre-canonical Logia, both the
first and the third of our present gospels were chiefly drawn, another
source for these being also the living traditions concerning Christ and
his works and deeds current in the early churches. It is further con-
ceded that the Gospel of Matthew in its present shape is of a secondary
character, not an original writing, nor even a translation from a
Hebrew gospel generally attributed to the Apostle Matthew, but a
composition of the Greek Mark with the original Hebrew gospel
account, which naturally need not imply that the present Matthew is
not reliable or trustworthy. Professor Weiss of Berlin, in addition
maintains the hypothesis that Mark, too, made use of the pre-canoni-
cal source. The existence of such a source, for the existence of
which there is at least seeming testimony in the statement of Papias
as quoted by Eusebius, yet from which we have not a single abso-
lutely certain citation, is the most important factor in the whole
argument. It may, however, be questioned whether even this is not
a deus ex machina.

When, however, we proceed to the further problems in detail the
harmony among investigators is hard to find. As firm a believer in
modern critical methods as the gifted Harnack of Berlin, in comparing
the views presented in recent important works on the New Testa-
ment by Holtzmann, Weiss, Weizsiicker, Pfleiderer and others, lamented
the chaotic condition of affairs and almost despaired of securing solu-
tions along the lines now pursued by the advanced men. Even ‘“the
golden ring ” of the Pauline Epistles, i.e., the four great Epistles of
Romans, Corinthians and Galatians, which the Tibingen school had
left intact as genuine and historic sources of early Christianity, are
now signs spoken against. Professor Steck of Bern has recently out
Heroded Herod by a sensational attack on Galatians, much as the
French scholar Vernes has recently declared against the conservative
character of the Wellhausen-Kuenen school of Old Testament critics !
Such phenomena may be in a measure eccentricities and extremes of

D




412 The Leading Problems of New . 'estament Discussion. [Nov,,

radical eriticism, but they are symptoms of areal disorder. It must
not be understood as though the field is being left to neological
research. T'o every attack there is areply, and the efforts of churchly
men to defend the Scriptures are as pronounced as are those of the
critics to undermine them. Not in this gense as if the object was in
each and every case to maintain the traditional views on the origin,
character, etc., of each New Testament book. 'The scholars of the
Hengstenberg-Keil line of thought are few and far between even in
England and America. The most pronounced and aggressive type of
Evangelical thought in the Protestant Churchr at present in the
domain of Biblical eriticism is the new conservative school, which
with a firm adherence to the Seriptures as the Revelation and the
history of the Revelation is willing to adopt whatever correction as to
the human side of the Sacred Scriptures honest and fair criticism
makes acceptable. But in the New Testament the lines between the
parties have seemingly not yet been so closely or tightly drawn as in
the Old ; the questions are still more open and the possibility of satis-
factory solutions better.

On other problems of this kind but little need to be added. If itis
true, as Professor Schiirer recently maintained, that the number of
those who deny the Joannine authorship of the fourth gospel has
increased in the last ten or fifteen years, the increase can refer only to
their number, and not to their argument. That John wrote this
gospel is better fixed now than ever. The Acts as trustworthy his-
tory, particularly the “ we” sections, have been called into question
again in a manner reminding one of the sneering reflections of
Wellhausen on the Book of Chronicles. The Pastoral Epistles
have been strongly vindicated as of Pauline origin; while of the
general Epistles, second Peter is accepted with hesitancy even by
some very conservative men, Of all the New Testament writings this
seems to be the one with the fewest friends and defenders. A regular
kaleidoscope of hypotheses are on exhibition concerning the char-
acter of the Apocalypse, the view having obtained currency with
considerable rapidity that it is one or two Jewish apocalypses worked
over with additions by a Christian writer, These views have at least
the merit of being novel and interesting.

The superstructure that is reared on this reconstruction of the
sources, which includes also that these sources are not regarded by
advanced criticism as exact expressions of the original forms of

Christianity, but as having been prepared as exponents of a later
phase in its development when extraneous elements had been added
to the original teachings of Christ, is in accordance with these
premises. The object is by the analysis of the New Testament writ-
ings to rediscover the character and contents of original Christianity
and to determine what were these factors and forces which modified
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this original Christianity and made it that of the Catholic Church of
the third century, The ultimate problemis thus in kind one entirely
akin to that of Old Testament investigation.

The problem itself will be at once recognized as the basal question
in the old Tubingen debate. Baur’s answer was that Catholic Chris-
tianity was the results of a compromise between Judaisticand Hellen-
istic, between Petrine and Pauline Christianity. His idea was that
the Christianity of Christ and his first apostles was essentially Juda-
istic ; that Paul independently developed the idea of universality of
the new faith ; that there were years of controversy between the fac-
tions, ending finally in a compromise between the two and a sub-
stantial victory for Paul, the traces of all these npsand downs being
yet traceable in the New Testament writings. Ritschl modified or
rather undermined this view by maintaining that ¢ Catholic Christian-
ity was not evolved out of a reconciliation of Judaistic and Gentile
Christianity, but is a stage in the development of the latter alone.”
In making prominent the Greek influence Ritschl has given the key-
note to the theories now current in advanced circles, The most pro-
nounced advocate is probably Harnack, whose leading proposition is
that Catholic Christianity and the Christian dogma, intheir concep-
tion and development, are *“ the work of the Greek mind on the basis
of the gospel.” Greek thought and Greek philosophy, the Zeitgeist
of the day, took up this faith, originally that of substantially a Jewish
sect, and transferred it to Greek soil, changing it, not merely for-
mally, but also materially and essentially. And this Greek thought
was not Greek Christian thought, or Pauline thought, but the thought
and philosophy that antagonized Paulinism, althoughit accepted some
of the teachings of the latter. In this way Christianity was ¢‘secular-
ized,” and post-apostolic Christianity in essential feature differed
from that of the Apostolic age.

It is evident from this brief bird’s-eye view of the New Testament
field that its problems and perplexities are essentially the same as
those in the Old Testament field, and are of equally far-reaching
importance for Biblical science. Their free and frank discussion can
only serve the cause of Scriptural truth. As Delitzsch says in hislast
work, published only a day or two before his death, we do not know
exactly what will be the shape and form of Biblical criticism in the
twentieth century; but this we know, that out of all this debate and
controversy the Word of God will come forth better established and
better grounded than ever before.
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V.—MORAL ASPECTS OF THE PRIZE SYSTEM IN
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

By Rev. NEweLL WooLsey WeLLs, BrookLy~, N. Y.

IT is now some years since the venerable ex-President of Yale, Dr.
Noah Porter, m writing me with reference to the prize system of
that institution, expressed regret that the prizes offered were not
““larger and more substantial and more numerous.” The fact that
the custom of Yale in this matter of the proffer of prizes is that of
most, if not all, of our larger schools, colleges and universities renders
it probable that the views entertained by him are shared by the ma-

jority of our representative educators. It is, therefore, with great
diffidence, and only at the request of the editors of this REview, that
I venture to offer the following paper, antagonizing the position of
those who maintain these views. My conviction has grown stronger
with advancing years that the evils of the system greatly outweigh
any advantages that may be derived from it. That such evils exist
Dr. Porter readily concedes in the letter referred to, declaring that
sp ‘al precautions have to be taken against them. Nor is my con-
viction weakened by the assertion of so well-known and eminently
successful an instructor as Friedrich Froebel, whose view upon this
subject has but recently come to my notice, that ‘* prizes must not be
given for success in school work.”

A system so generally in vogue must assuredly have the support of
reasons which to those who favor it seem good and sufficient. It is
not a matter of surprise to find them falling back upon precedents
““in the Economy of Nature and of God.” DBut a diversity of spheres
may nullify the value of precedents as arguments. The rule obtain-
ing among the angels in respect of matrimony would hardly be re-
garded as a wise one to be adopted by the human family asat present
constituted. What may be well enough in the economy of an omnis-
cient or infallible God may be far from well enough in the adminis-
tration of a given institution by men not quite omniscient or infallible.

But it is not the fact that an analogy exists between the so-called
Divine prize-system and that which obtains amongmen. The former
ghould rather be designated a system of rewards; against which,
wherever rightly administered, there can be no rational objecticn.
There is no space to direct attention to the distinction between the
two. They will, doubtless, occur to any thoughtful reader.

It goes without saying, that there can be no injustice with God. He
““is righteous in all his ways.” His offer of rewards for moral effort
will not conflict with any legitimate interest, individual or other, in
any sphere of his universal domain. This truth is sc obvious as
hardly to need statement. Moreover, in his judgments there are no
errors, no oversights, e knows every condition of each contest and
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every emotion, thought and act of each contestant. The contests for
success in which his rewards are offered are of such a character as to
admit of no possibility of unfairness in their prosecution. And still
further, the rewards offered by him are never of such a character as
to divert the attention of competitors from the very highest moral
considerations. They are neither corruptible nor corrupting. And
yet again, the contest for these is never of the nature of a com-
petition in which but one can prove successful while all others
must endure the ignominy of defeat. Those who contend for
his rewards do not contend against one another, but against
the unworthy in themselves and without themselves. The great
Apostle emphasizes the distinction between this contest and those
for earthly prizes when he writes to the Corinthians: ‘“Know
ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth
the prize; so run that ye (i.e., all of you) may obtain.” The Judge of
this contest rewards *‘ every man according as his work shall be.”
Indeed in this contest every man is under obligations to do what he
an to accomplish the success of every other; this is one of the condi-
tions of the success of the individual. It is a contest in which the
binding law is the possession of a love which, on the one hand, envi-
eth not and, on the other, offendeth not; in which every man is com-
manded not to please himself ‘“evenas Christ pleased not himself,”
but to ““ please his neighbor for his good to edification.”

We, therefore, maintain that this system ¢ in the Divine Econo-
my " presents no sufficient warrant for that which at present obtains
in our educational institutions, and proceed to give our reasons for
antagonizing the latter.

They are, in general, these:

1. The effect upon educational institutions themselves.

2. The effect upon instructors as a class.

3. The effect upon students, including contestants, successful and
unsuccessful, and non-contestants,

4. The difficulty, if not the impossibility, in a large number of
cases, of an absolutely fair award.

First, then, as to the effect upon educational institutions and inter-
ests. o everything, says the Preacher, there isaseason, Among others
ther: is a season of birth—“a time to be born” —and this is
invariably a season of weakness and struggle at the cost of more or
less pain. 'This is as true in its application to institutions as to
individuals. There is not one of our great schools, colleges or uni-
versities, whose name is now a synonym for strength, of which the
assertion does not hold good. It has been only after it has attested
its right to exist that wealth has poured into its coffers through
many channels and in increasing measure,
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Now a nation’s development renders it natural and necessary that
there should be a corresponding development of educational facilities.
New institutions are constantly arising, born of this increasing de-
mand, institutions at a distance, nearer or remoter, from those already
existing. They are subject to the same conditions of struggle that
characterized the early history of their predecessors. They arise not
as the competitors and rivals of the latter, but as their coadjutors in
a work too large to be successfully accomplished by them; and yet
at their birth they find their progress impeded, themselves hampered,
their very existence sometimes threatened, by what is in effect, if not
in intention, a bid for patronage, in the form of an advertised pre-
mium-system, which the larger wealth of older institutions enables
them to make. Indeed, there is no *if” about it. Not only do
annual catalogues devote a large space to an enumeration of the prizes
offered, and lay great stress upon their magnitude and multitude, but
in some cases independent publications, devoted exclusively to this
purpose, are sent out into all sections of the country by some
of our stronger institutions as inducements to students to seek
their education therein, Here is a striking illustration of the
truth that the strength of the wealthy is their wealth, the de-
struction of the poor their poverty. Our belief is that, while
an indefinite multiplication of our colleges and universities is to be
deprecated, local interests should have their due recognition. The
strong should not be built up at the expense of the weak. The
chromo-system is one with which we have little sympathy. Let the
quality of the goods offered be their single advertisement. The
financial ability to offer prizes is no true criterion of the worth of an
institution. Wealth and worth are not necessarily correlated. Let
wealth, if possessed, be devoted to the improvement of educational
facilities, and there cannot be too much of it. ¢ Prizes do some good,”
wrote President Eliot, of Harvard, to me awhile since, though not
specifying the good done, ““but I should always prefer to use the
same amount of money in providing teaching in the subject which it
is desired to promote.”

But, in the second place, we are opposed to the prize-system because
of its effects upon those to whom is committed the work of instrue-
tion. What is the true end of an education? What is education? It
is the educing, the leading, or drawing forth of—what? Simply the
faculties of intelligence? Does it have regard to nothing else than
the acquisition of knowledge or the increase of the power to make
such acquisition? Does it not embrace the training of emotions and
will as well as of reason and memory? Instruction is what? The
building up within of a system or systems of objective truth? Has it
no reference to edification—up-building—in truth and beauty and
goodness? Tuition is what? Qversight merely in the matter of
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attaining intellectuality? Does it not involve a strict attention to
and jealous guardianship over character and life? Teaching is what ?
The showing of truths and facts in all their relations excepting that of
their bearings upon the moral nature? Do these represent the sum
of the objects aimed at in the processes known to us as education, in-
struction, tuition, teaching? * Mere intellectual acuteness,” Rugby's
great Head Master was wont to say, ‘“divested as it is in too many
cases of all that is comprehensive and great and good, is to me more
revolting than the most helpless imbecility, seeming to be almost like
the spirit of Mephistopheles.” And Principal Shairp, himself no un-
worthy disciple of that Head Master in his recognition of the vast
responsibilities resting upon a teacher of youth, in his Culture and
Religion emphasizes the truth that education is ““ the educing of all
that is potentially in a man, the training all the energies and capacities
of his being to the highest pitch and directing them to their true
ends.” In other words, education contemplates the making not only
of full-minded men but of high-minded men.

Such being the case the responsibilities of instructors ire immense.
The true instructor is, in the highest of senses, a pastor. Arnold
used to say to his Assistant Master, ‘* No parochial ministry can be
more properly a cure of souls than yours.” To my own mind there is
a world of suggestiveness in the fact that the word pupil etymologi-
cally signifies an orphan, and so hints at the truth that the instructor
temporarily sustains to him the relation of a parent, a relation that
mmvolves closest intimacy and deepest interest, such a relation as would
make it possible for the natural dullard to look for and obtamn en-
couragement ; the easily tempted to be tenderly guarded and admon-
ished ; and the man of genius to be directed toward the most worthy
employment of the talents entrusted to him. The apprehension
of the existence of such a relation on the part of the instructor
would lead to the recognition of the obligation resting upon him to
deal with those under his care not as classes but as men; would
substitute sympathy for that antipathy which for some reason has
come to be regarded as the natural sentiment between teacher and
taught.

Now what is the natural effect of the prize system upon the educa-
tor? Tt is regarded by him as a rapid-transit method of evolving
scholarship. He is able to throw off from himself upon it some of the
responsibility that belongs to himself. More and more it is permitted
to take the place of the personal interest which every conscientious
instructor should take in the development of the moral aswell as the
intellectual faculties of every one of his pupils. He is tempted to say
to himself, certainly if pupils cannot find in these proffered prizes a
sufficient inducement for fidelity in the prosecution of their studies
nothing can make them studious. And so the tendency is to foster
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indifference to what is a thousand-fold more important than even per-
fect scholarship—the development of the idea, and the cultivation of
the habit, of devotion to duty.

And out of this tendency grows another, and one that is equally
evil; and that is the tendency to partiality in the estimation and
treatment of students. So long as human nature is what it is that
tendency will be natnral. But a willingness to contend for prizes
ought never to be regarded as a valid claim upon the special interest
of an instructor. I would by no means assert that there is a conscious
bias, a deliberate preference, shown on the part of any. Rut there
can be no question, in the minds of those who have paid any attention
to the matter, that such preference exists, and, if not created by, finds,
at least, a stimulus in the system we are considering.

But we hasten on in the next place to the consideration of the
effect of thissystem upon the stndents themselves. Iregard it as one
of the most serious evils resulting from the prize system that it tends
to substitute an envious rivalry for the generous and loving spirit
that should ever obtain between those engaged in the common
quest after trath. None will deny that there is such athing as
generous competition, or that there have been men of such no-
bility of mind that they have been able to take pleasure in the suc-
cess of others withoutany tincture of selfish regret at their own defeat,
But this is the exception, not the rule. The average man sees in his
fellow-contestant for a prize, which but one can win, a rival, and that
consciousness issufficient to embitter their mutual relations. Whatever
tends to awaken a desire of acquisition at the cost of another’s painis
unworthy of adoption as an incentive to effort. A considerate
man ” writes Emerson in his Essay on Culture, ¢ will reckon himself
a subject of that secular melioration by which mankind is mollified,
cured and refined, and will shun every expenditure of his forces in

pleasure or gain which will jeopard this social and secular accumula-

tion.” A proffered prize is at one and the same time the cross of
considerateness, the cradle of envy, the crown of selfishness.

But aside from this, the system of our criticism encourages the
substitution of a mercenary for a high moral motive in the pursuit of
knowledge. I use the word ‘‘substitution” advisedly. The idea
underlying the adoption of the system by our Educational institutions,
as has already been said, is that prizes act as a stimulus to attain-
ment, that they are a means toa desirable end. But the danger, and
one too frequently realized, is that they come to be regarded as ends
in themselves, and conceal the true end from view. They foster a
greed of gain or a thirst for honor—at the cost of a desire for truth.
The pursuit of truth or beauty or goodness for its own sake is noble,
but the pursuit of these for dollars and cents is ignoble; and no
acquisition of knowledge can make up for the moral deterioration and
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loss consequent upon the development of an unworthy desire. The

education is downward rather than upward when the mercenary spirit
is cultivated. The prize is gained at an immense loss, There is a
reversal of the experience recorded in Swinburne’s lines, and a little
hour is bought with an eternity.

And yet again, whenever there is set before one an end unworthy
of him there is ever the temptation to secure that end by unworthy
means. The tendency of the substitution of a mercenary for a moral
motive is to render the contestant for a prize indifferent to moral
considerations in his efforts to secure it. I am not writing at random.
I have before me the testimony of one of our best known metropolitan
instructors to the effect that he has known of repeated instances in
which prizes have been assigned to those afterwards ascertained to
have been guilty of the most iniquitous practices in securing them.
I'he ambition that is stimulated by what is unworthy of the heart’s
best emotions, whether it be accumulation or the public applause con-
sequent upon acquisition, tends to strengthen the force of the
temptation to dishonesty and chicanery. The Apostle wrote in
describing the athletic contests of his day, “ If a man strive for the
mastery—yet is he not crowned except he strive lawfully,” in which
words he hints at what is a natural temptation of contestants, a
temptation to trickery, a fact that is recognized in modern contests of
a similar character, And this—when the contest is carried on in the
presence of large numbers of spectators, alert to catch the first sign of
what is ‘“foul.” How much more potent and seductive will that
temptation be when it is comparatively easy to cover up the tracks of
deceit or dishonor, and when by reason of the character of the contest
the prize means so very much more to the winner.

But supposing the contestant to have been successful honestly,
does his success in securing the prize accomplish that which was in
the instructor’s mind in proffering it? The satisfaction that was
anticipated in the acquisition of that for which he has strained every
nerve, is found to be a very hollow thing. ¢“Success,” wrote Henry
Ward Beecher, ‘“is full of promise till men getit, and then it is a last
year’s bird’s nest from which the bird has flown.” No man will long
go a-seeking for empty birds’ nests. The failure of success is a most
suggestive topic. The prize-man, after the first glow of pleasure,
finds himself subject to a reaction. He realizes the worthlessness of
that for which he has sacrificed so much. Iis ambition dies within
him. Henceforward he is content with mediocrity. The Rev. Dr.
W. 8. Plumer, widely known and honored as a preacher and teacher,
often asserted, as the result of an extended observation, that the prize
men of our collegiate institutions rarelyattain high prominencein after
life ; and he accounted forit on the ground that theirambition exhausts
itself upon that which when obtained does neither satisfy nor gratify.
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Meanwhile the unsuccessful rival, unaware of the true condition of
things, knows the bitterness not of mere defeat, but of a defeat that
is seen by others. The ‘“honorable mention” intended for a salve to
the wounds of his spirit, is like salt water thereto. Itisa badge of
defeat, not an ornament of honor. He is publicly humiliated. His
efforts have gone for nothing. He envies his competitor, who, he
thinks, is enjoying his victoryand finding heart satisfaction in it. He
questions the fairness of his judges. In a word he is a disappointed
and embittered man, and the chances are that, as his rival has lost
all ambition through his hollow success, he will lose all ambition
through his failure.

These, if not actual effects, are tendencies of the system under con-
sideration, and cannot be counterbalanced by any resultant good.
And when we add to these the last reason for our antagonism, the
difficulty, if not impossibility, of a perfectly fair award of prizes, we
are constrained to the belief that little good, if any, can be found in
it. A system which, in many instances, makes the award consequent
upon a single effort for which all past training has been a prepara-
tion ; which makes nothing of the varying circumstances in which
competitors are placed ; which takes no account of changed condi-
tions at the time of the contest, as where sickness has assailed one
or other of the competitors; is a system at the very foundation of
which is unfairness. When the time comes that every man shall be
rewarded ‘“according to his work,” and the examination of an hour

or so shall not be regarded as the fire that tests ‘“every man’s work
of what sort it is,” we may change our views in regard to it, but not
before.

SERMONIC SECTION.
THE HAND OF GOD IN AMERICAN
HISTORY.

By Pror. ARTHUR S. HoYT [PRES-

their pursuits, had forgotten their
larger mission. God has made you
a people, and given you a land. Let

BYTERIAN], CLINTON, N. Y.
A Thanksgiving Sermon.

Happy art thou, O Israel! who 1is
like unto thee, O people saved by
the Lord.”—Deut. xxxiii: 29.

There remaineth yet very much
land to be possessed.—Josh. xiii: 1.
T"E verses are not connected in

the narrative, yet they have a logi-

cal connection in history. They are
retrospect and prospect: the last
words of Moses, ecstatic praise as
the Divine guidanceisretraced along
the desert way : a warning word to

Joshua, when the people, satisfied

with themselves and absorbed in

this fact inspire you to aim at noth-
ing lessthan the completion ofGod’s
plan.

I takeit that Bible history is of the
greatestuse when translatedintothe
present tense. We have in this book
a few pages of world history, il-
lumined and interpreted by God's
Spirit, that we may know how to
read all history, that we may gain
the spiritual taste and perception,

“ The instinct that can tell
That God is on te field."

And there is special need for the
attempt to recognize God in our
national life. Itis notthetendency
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of national prosperity. Strange par-

adox it is that the weak and suffer-
ing people are the reverent and
grateful ones, and with theloftiest
ideas of God. But power breeds
pride and spiritual blindness. And
this young giant of the West, proud
of his achievements, glorying in his
strength, is tempted to say, ‘“ My
hands have gotten me this great
wealth,”” and so leave God out,

And then we are devoted to the
study of secondary causes : the forms
and laws of Force in nature, the
forms and laws of Force in human
life. Itis possible to use the most
delicate instruments and tests—and
not find the spirit; to trace the de-
velopment of races and govern-
ments and literatures,and not touch
the efficient cause, We may hide the
sun by holding a clod before the
eye. And we may hold ourselves
so close to the objects of earthly
thought and work, as to forget Him
who is over all His works.

Itistherefore with astrong feeling
of its importance that I would at-
tempt, reverently and without dc
matic assertion, to turn a few pages
of our national history, and find
thereon the handwriting of God.

There have been five distinet eon-
tests for the possession of this New
World.

I. The first was between Man
and Nature. We rejoice in the vic-

tory; but it seemed a very unequal
contest at first. An unknown and
untamed wilderness from the Atlan-
tic to the Pacific! Three little dots
onthecoast,at Plymouth, at Amster-
dam, at Jamestown, where our
fathers had set their feet! Soil,
climate, distances, forms and forces
of Nature,all seemed to fight against
man. The Pilgrims ‘“moored their
bark onarock-boundcoast.” Winter
mantled the fields and fettered the
streams. Dense forests, great rivers,
lofty mountains barred the advance.

But who were the men that stood
undaunted, axe in hand, before the
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savage growths of the new Conti-
nent? Men of heroic breed, of lofty
faith, who only bent the knee to
God. Such men laughed at hard-
ship, feared nothing, and took up
the heaven-appointed work, though
they saw not its end. Do men call
it chance or the blind working of
ethnic laws, that the New World
was mastered by the Anglo-Saxon
race, and that part of the race
tempered by the fires of persecution
into Christian fortitude? Icall it
the providence of God.

Then consider the physical feat-
uresof the Continentas atfecting the
type of the new people to be hare
developed. What effect had the
stern features of the Eastern coast?
You remember the answer of the
New England farmer to the ques-
tion of the summer visitor. Look-
ing at the great rocks and the
scant soil—* What do you raise up
here?” *“We raise men.” The first
generations were toughened inphys-
ical and mental and moral fibre by
their contest with nature. It made
them careful, industrious, econom-
ical, inventive. And when the
Yankee had been formed, he pushed
westward to find the rich praivies of
the interior. Here a new impulse
was given to agriculture. And when
the nation had become agricultural,
manufacturing, commercial, the
mountains veined with gold rose on
the western vision. Is this order
of industrial development a mere
chance? Let their El Doradoes stand
first with their sordid lust and wild
speculation; it may be that American
history would have to be rewritten,
Even the Puritans might not have
been proof against the insidious dis-
ease, Cortez told the Mexicans had
stricken all his soldiers to be cured
only with gold dust.

The hand of God formed the Conti-
nent : the handof God chose and led
a peculiar people here; and what
shall we say of the time? Was it
not the ¢ fulness of time’’? Think
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of the Protestant Reformation,the
birth of modern science and the col-
onization of America: what marvel-
lous fitness of men and forces to the
opportunities ! Bacon had compacted
and expressed the law of scientific
knowledge--the newest and strong-
est impulse of modern thought.
Newton announced a new theory
of the universe. The sciences were
being established. Men
America filled with the spirit of in-
vestigation, and our land has reaped
the brilliant results of practical
science. Loomsaud presses, reapers
andcotton-gins, railways andsteam-
ships, such have been the hundred
hands given us by Providence for
the conquest of nature. What a
thrilling story of conquest! Men
walked into the wilderness with fear-
less feet. They drove their plow
through thelongsleepof the prairies.
They made every river sing thesong
of labor. They never paused until
their utmost home was built

came to

“Where the haunted waves of Asia die
On the strand of the world-wide sea."

II. Another contest in this land has
been between Civilization and Barba-
rism. I would not cloak the crimes
committed by the white man against
the Indian. I would not be an
apologist for national faithlessness—
“theCentury of Dishonor.” Neither
would I adopt the priestly logic of
the Abbé with Cortez, who reduced
cruel conquest to the simple syllo-
gism: Resolved, 1st, That the world
belongs to the saints. Resolved, 2d,
That we are the saints.” Yet we
.must recognize the truth thatconti-
nents cannot be kept as hunting
grounds; and thata civilizedpeople,
however Christian its policy, must
sooner or later come into conflict
with native races.

Is there no Divine meaning in our
contest with the Indian? What if
King Philip's War had come 20
years sooner? It would have burnt
up every trace of the white man.
Who stilled the savage breast until
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the Colonies had grown strong
enough for self-defense? How can
we account for thesingular neutral-
ity of the Iroquois during the seven
momentous years of the Revolution?
Not for lack of British agents or
British gold. The same unseen hand
that shut the mouths of lions and
quenched the violence of fire re-
strained the tomahawk,

The wigwam must give way to the
cottage. And the day is not dis-
tant when in all this broad land
there shall be noroom for a wild
Indian ; but, thank God, the remain-
ing conquest will be with schools
and churches, and just laws of
person and property.

III. The third contest of the New
World has been religious. I have
already suggested the fact that this
land was unknown until a higher
type of Christianity had sprung up
in the Old World. The opeuning of
the Bible and the opening of Amer-
ica went together. The contests of
the Reformation period were soon
Which
shouldhave thecontrollinginfluence
in forming the new State—Protes-
tantism or Romanism ?

Picture to yourselves the field and
the combatants. The South
held by the Spaniards and
French in the name of the
Cross. A Catholic Empire
growing strong in the North under
the fostering hand of Louis XIV,
Following thestepsof Jesuit explor-
ers, it had builta chain of forts from
the St. Lawrence to the Ohio, and
claimed all the West for France and
the Mother Church. What could
the handful of Protestants do, shut
up as they were to the coast? Their
only hope was acrossthe sea. Follow
their hope ; and how standthe forces
in Europe? France, Spain, Bavaria,
Austria, Poland, had formed the
Catholic league against Frederick
of Prussia: a part of the plan was
the crushing of Protestantism in
America. Could Frederick with-

transferred to these shores.

was
the
true
was
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stand thc powerful alliance? Not
without the help of England. And
if you read Trevelyan's life of Fox,
you will see how little likelihood
that the England of George II.
would furnish a champion of truth,
so utterly godless had England
become. English ‘‘society was crit-
ical, polite, indifferent, witty, cool
of heart and of head, skeptical of
virtue and enthusiasm, skeptical
above all of itsell.”” Even Chester-
field could feel its moral weakness.
‘“Weare nolongera nation.” Yet
even from this society God raised up
and anointed a man for His work.
“ England has beenalong time in
labor,” said Frederick the Great,
““but she has at last brought forth
a man’'’—a man of deep conviction,
passionate love for truth,lofty scorn
of the unworthy,confident appeal to
the higher sentiments of mankind,
undoubted faith in himself. William
Pitt—a figure of solitary grandeur—
was God's instrament, Who can
doubt it? It was Pitt who threw

the whole force of England on the

side of Frederick, and made possible
the victory of Rossbach and the

Germany of to-day. It was Pitt

who carved a British Empire out of

India. It was Pitt who met Louis

XIV. on the heights of Abraham

and put an end to the dreams of

French Empire in America.

But once since has the dream of
Catholic Empire threatened our
peace. In the darkest days of ‘62
and '63, when absorbed in ourown
life and death struggle, the arch
plotter of the Tuilleries laid violent
hands upon a sister republic in the
name of the only true Church. We
know how quickly the bubble Empire
broke.

We have no fear of our Roman
Catholic brethren. We welcome
them toall the privileges of religious
freedom. We bid them God-speed
in their work of ministering to the
spiritual needs of our millions and
bringing the Gospel spirit to the
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solution of our vexing problems.
The most distinguishing note in the
recent Catholic Congress at Balti-
more was that of patriotism and the
enlarged duty of a free Church,
Catholic Americans, no less than
Protestants, should rejoice that a
free and progressive type of Chris-
tianity gained the victory here over
a priestly hierarchy in league with
the State.

IV. A fourth contestinour history
has been that of civil principles;
between Aristocracy and Democracy.
It is not necessary to retracesuch
familiar steps as the events leading
to the Revolution. But note the
facts that cannot be accounted for
on any mere evolution of human
forces. The loyal Colonies, not
desiring separation from the Mother
Country, driven to revolt by an
insane king and a blinded party;
the choice of Washington as Com-
mander - in -chief; the failure of
Arnold’s treachery ; the survival of
the winter at Valley Forge; the
victory of Yorktown and the inde-
pendence of the Colonies after a
year of hopeless weakness and
repeated success of the British
arms, Well might Washington
recommend to the army the ‘‘per-
formance of divine service with a
serious deportment and that sensi-
bility of heart which the recollection
of the surprising and particular
interposition of Providence in our
favor claims.”

A little later, when the same old
foes in new arms came to the death-
grapple, when Aristocracy defied the
will of the people, who will say that
it was mere human wisdom that
nominated Abraham Lincoln at Chi-
cago! The wise men wept and trem-
bled. An uuseen hand directed per-
sonal friendship and rivalry, sec-
tional pride and hate in calling,

*“Once more a shepherd of mankind in-
deed,”

“The kindly, earnest, brave, forseeing
man,
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Sagacious, patient, dreading praise, noy sult, Secularism not simply ob-

blane,
New birth of our new soil, the first Amer-
ican.”
You remember how the hopes of
speedy peace faded—with what sin-
gular hesitancy the Government
failed to strike at the Institution
which was the real cause of all our
trouble. Goodmen,loyal men,could
not understand it. Wendell Phillips
called Lincoln a traitor, the war a
failure, and openly advocated dis-
union, because the slaves had not
been set free. But a higher wisdom
made the unfaltering skill of *“that
sure-footed mind,” keeping silence
until the voice of the people became
the voice of God, and slavery had
become an accursed thing.

V. Now a single word in regard to
the fifth contest for the possession of
this fair land—that between the
Gospel and Secularism. And this, af-
ter all, is the supreme contest; it
dominates every fprce and phase of
life.

There can bebut two ideas of man
—the Christian and the Secular.
The Christian holds man to be an
animated spirit, that needs God even
more than bread, that has God's
laws in Nature and Revelation—laws
whose obedience is the solution of
every question of earth and the ful-
ness of human life,

The secular idea declares that we
do not need God, and cannot know
him, and that human desire and ex-
perience are the sole guide of life.
Secularism is in sympathy with the
material progress of the day. Itis
aggressive in its claim, with the
modesty of the crab in the fable,
who, borne up on the strong wings
of the eagle, boasts of its high flight.
Secularism claims as its own all the
advances of our Christian civiliza-
tion. Itflatterspride,andstimulates
desire, and deadens conscience, It
defies man, and at last shall demon-
ize him.

Any prevailing idea of man must
inthe long run reap its logical re-

scures the soil and draws a cloua
over the heavens; its fleshly idea ig
producing its brutish offspring. It
threatens society in the carnival ol
the appetites. It threatens business
in the clash of selfish interests, It
threatens the State in the divorce of
morality and politics.

Here are the two warring princi-
ples of life. The contest is ever on—
not the less real because often so un-
seen, And it becomes us,as the sol-
diers of faith, reverently to recog-
nize the presence of God upon the
field. In the darkest times of our
spirvitual history the Divine power
has flashed for our defense. At the
opening of the century unbelief was
worn as abadge of intellectual supe-
viority, President Dwight declares
that the Christian students of Yale
could be counted on the fingers of
one hand. The Bishop of Virginia
expected to find in every educated
man he met a disciple of Thomas
Paine,

Then it was that the most remark-
able movement in American relig-
ious life began—the movement for
Foreign Missions. Then came the
American Bible Society, American
Sunday-schools, the mighty waves
of revival influence, and, borne on
their crest, the social reforms of the
century. Surely, “* when the enemy
entered in as a flood, the Lord lifted
up a standard against them.”

There are prophets of despair to-
day, who believe that worldliness
has eaten out the piety of theChurch
and that the purity of social life bas
departed with its simplicity, that
honor has fled the business world
and patriotism from our polities. I
cannot believe them. The spiritual
forces arestrong here. Yes, more of
the Divine power is being poured
into the hearts of men. Witnessthe
new forms of Christian life within
the Church and without. Istherea
single need of society over against
which you cannot find some band
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moved by something of Christ’s
compassion for men. Arve young
menin danger? Thousands of young
men are banded together for the up-
lifting of young men. Does evil
wear special fascination for the
youth of this generation? Never
before hasthe Church so felt the sig-
nificance of childhood, and been so
wise and persistentin holding and
training and using its children and
youth., The Young People's Socie-
ties—the Young Men's Associations
—they are a central heart of holy
fire in the chill life of the world.
Are there wide distinctions between
classes—the oppression of the rich
and thediscontent of the poor? Are
there wide regions of pagan black-
ness—tihe shadows on our own hills
andvalleys? Neverbefore hasChris-
tian life been so united and practical
and outstretching in its plans and
activities.

The Fathers’ God is with the chil-
dren., The Divine life among men,
that has never died out in the dark-
est and longest night, is growing to
its new opportunities and responsi-
bilities. It can be said of ourland
with all the Sinaic fervor of the in-
spired singer for Jerusalem, “ God is
in the midst of her; she shall not be
moved : God shall help her,and that
right early.”

We may derive the truth—from
this survey of our history—that God
has a definite mission for this people,
a spiritual, not a material mission.
It will not chiefly be indicated by
railroads and telegraphs, by banks
and warehouses, by beautiful homes
and splendid public monuments,
by Pan-American Congresses and
World’s Fairs. Itistoo precious for
such gross standards. Man,notiron
and wood and stone, is the chief con-
cern of Providence on these shores
—man, the best and holiest man,
man in relation to man, society that
shall embody for all the world the
blessed truths of our holy faith.
And we may be sure that God will

not forget his plan, the holy mission
of the People. We know not the
tests and trials that may come to us
in the opening century. The ends
of the earth have met here,and great
economic and social 1d political
questions are upon But God is
overall, Andthe pastis mighty in
its lessons of trust and hope. God’s
plan in our national life s clear,and
prophetic of glorious destiny.

This then is sacred soil. God has
spoken to his people here. Have we
cast off the ways of unrighteous-
ness? Do we stand before him with
reverent and obedient spirit? When
the Lord sends the breath of heaven,
and the vessel begins to move, it is
the time, not for listless trust, but
active service, The sailors man the
ropes, the sails are stretched, and
the vessel bounds on its mission.
God’s providence and presence is our
opportunity and call. The future is
secure only as the Master has faith-
ful servants, We can fulfil our
mission only as we keep our Chris-
tianity pure and strong and the
Church trueto its teaching of a cru-
cified and reigning Christ.

It is said of Dr. Thomas Guthrie,
the eloquent Scotch preacher, that
he wrote his sermons in the study of
the church—wrote them aloud, that
they might have the directness and
simplicity of face-to-face speech,
When his enthusiasm would burn
low and the work grow heavy, he
left his study, entered the church,
stood in his pulpit, and pictured the
vast audience that from Sabbath to
Sabbath hung on his words—their
needs and conflicts and hopes; and
with this marvellous picture of hu-

- need in his heart, he went back
to his work with a holy baptism.

Brethren, much of our work may
seem out of touch with any Divine
purpose; wemay be tempted to make
it a weary burden ora selfish gain.
May we rise often to some point of
wide vision, see the way wonderful
with Divine purpose and guidance,
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have our hearts quickened with the
mighty issues to be met before this
land, from theAtlantic to the Pacific
shore, shall be Immanuel's land!
Then all toil shall be made holy, and
duty be transformed into spiritual
power,

INDIVIDUAL PATRIOTISM.

By REev. JaMES A, CHAMBERLIN
[CONGREGATIONAL],GRAND FORKS,
NORTH DAKOTA.

Thanksgiving Outline.

If 1 forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my
right hand forget her cunning.—
Ps. exxxvii: 5.

PATRIOTISM was a distinct feature
of the early religions. Especially
was it so of the Jewish faith,
Thouzh somewhat concealed
neath matters of more importance,
it finds a prominent place in Chris-
tianity. I have, then, no apology
for my theme. In no country should
men be truly patriotic more than in
this favored land. Americais chosen
of God for great ends. She depends
on the people to accomplish those
The loyal service of every

be-

ends.
individual is demanded.

We shall treat in this discourse of
Individual Patriotism.

I. The truly patriotic citizen is or
ought tobe aneducated citizen. And
yet [ully 25 per cent. of our popula-
tion isignorant, Thirteen per cent.
of voters cannot read the votes they
cast. More than this, the times de-
mand men who can read more than
their ballots. Men are demanded
who can read the times: who can
comprehend and reply to party dicta-
tion: whoare toointelligent to fear
anathemas, or party threats; men
who can write as well as read their
bu.lots, The patriot of to-day must
be able, by searching and thinking,
to decide for himsell all political
questions which arise from time to
time, so as to know and act the
right.

II. The truly patriotic citizen is
always a law-abiding citizen. This

Individual Patriotism— Wronging One's Self.
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is a land of liberty, not of unbridled
license. Daniel Webster in his
speech at Charleston, S. C., May 12,
1847, well defines liberty as the crea-
ture of law.

No man who organizes vs. law is
other than a traitor.

No Socialistic school or flag can be
tolerated.

Organizations against law are or-
ganizations against government,
and must be suppressed.

But to be closer. Every man who
breaks the law of his City or his
State, is to that extent disloyal.

A patriotic citizen respectsthelaw
of his commonwealth,

III. The patriotic citizen of the
highest type is a God-fearing citi-
““In the name of God. Amen.”
“In the name of God we trust.,”
This is a Christian nation. The
citizen who does not recognize the
‘“ Higher Law "’ will not truly revere
the lower., Thebetter the Christian,
the better the patriot. < If the Son
shall make you free ye shall be free
indeed,” may be said of nations as
well as of individuals. The God-
fearing patriot will be the enemy of
all vice and crime. He will defend
the Sabbath. He will support the
Bible. He will serve the ‘ powers
that be " so long and so far as they
represent and observe the laws of
eternal righteousness.

zen,

WRONGING ONE'S SELF.

By HENRY A. StiMsoN, D.D. [CoN-
GREGATIONAL], ST. Louis, Mo.
He that sinneth against Me, wrong-

eth his own soul.—Prov. viii: 36.

THEsignificance of this declaration
lies in the sharp distinction made
between the consequencesof wrong-
doing. 8in isan affront to God. It
is an injury inflicted by the sinner
upon himself. We talk of the evil
one does to his wife, child or friend,
but a true view of sin involves an
aspect of wrong-doing as related to
God. David emphasizes it when he
says, ‘Against Thee, Thee only
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have Isinned.” Sin can be forgiven.

This is a fact we could not arrive at
through our own knowledge, It is
the wonder of revelation that God
can pardon, can be just and yet jus-
tify a penitent soul. He does it so
effectually that it is really blotted
out; the scarlet and crimson come
to be white as snow and wool. The
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son,
cleanses from all sin. We are re-
stored to fellowship with God. This
is true of saintly Mary and of the
disciple that Jesus loved, but equally
true of the persecuting Paul and
of the dying thief on the cross.
Anywhere, if the penitent soul
seeks and accepts the intercession
of Christ, his transgression is for-
given.

Yet it would be repugnant to our
moral sense to overlook the conse-
quences of sin and pul on the same
plane one whose life had been one of
spotless purity and a gray-haired
sinner who had at the eleventh hour
found pardon. Justification by faith
is a doctrine which is not to be per-
verted and abused. The Scriptures
always make prominent the founda-
tion fact, ““ Whatsoever a man sow-
eth that also shall he reap.” Itis
an inflexible law. Yet it is often
overlooked ; therefore let us notice
certain particularsin which the prin-
ciple is seen,

To begin with, opportunities are
lost. A man wrongs his own soul
by the sinful neglect of God's com-
mands in his early years. He may
be pardoned, but the grace of God
cannot make the old man young
again. Opportunities that were his
in youth and wilfully negiected, are
gone forever! Those grand years,
freighted with golden chances of
service for God and humanity, can
never berecalled. The talents which
lay unused so long are now no more
available. Regret and remorse will
do nothing to restore th» past. The
sinner may be forgiven, but he never
will be the same here or in eternity,
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that he would have been if he had
given God his entire life,

Again, moral growth is arrested.
You may secure the resumption of
arrested processes in the growth of
a crystal. Soin thedevelopment of
a plant retarded through thermal
changes or infelicitous surround-
ings. But as you ascend the scaleof
being difficulties increase, Those
who devote themselves to the nur-
ture of certain anin als tell us that
the early exposure of the young is
likely to result in irreparable injury
for which later care cannot compen-
sate. Butin one’s moral nature the
law we illustrate holds inexorable
sway. John Stuart Mill saw late in
life how he had cultivated the intel-
lectual at the expense of the moral
elements of his being, and lamented
the drying up of his affections and
the loss of nobler moral impulses.
Charles Darwin also saw and con-
fessed the atrophy of his artistic
sensibilities, sequent upon his one-
sided, exclusiveattention to physical
science. He that sinneth against
God wrongs his own soul, for he
dwarls, deadens and stultifies his
better faculties. Pardon may be
sought and found, but the past can-
not be undone. You may turn away
from wholesome reading, compan-
ions and recreations and become
familiar with impure books, com-
panions and amusements. You may
take pleasure in the vile play in the
theatre, or in wanton mirth and
vicious appetites. You are wronging
your own soul as well as offending
your God. He may forgive you, but

forever and ever you will be wholly
different on account of your sin from
what you would otherwise have
been. ““From him shall be taken
even that which he hath.” At the
best, you will be maimed and crip-
pled in your true personality.
Following out the thought, take a
single faculty like the memory. In
one respect it seems like a mir-
ror carried uncovered through the

B SRR A
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street. It catches up every object
that is reflected into it from with-
But it is more. It is rather
like thesensitive plate that the pho-
tographer uses.
as well as reception. There is a per-
manent impression. The passing
thought, the momentary impulse,
the fugitive desire we entertain—
all these are ours, yea they are us.
As we think in the heart so are we,
We are ever enriching, or defacing
our moral life through the faculty of
memory. The blood of Christ may
take away the sting, but it cannot

out,

There is retention

eflace the stain of unholy contact.

Again, look at the true end of our
life here, service for God and our
fellow. See that service unrendered.
It remains undone forever. Talents
are wrapped in napkins. Recall the
parable. It is not charged that the
talent was abused, but simply un-
used. The power of blessing others
is neglected, yearafteryear. ““Take
it from him and give it to him who
hath ten talents.”

Or, look at the effectsof ¢ui sin on
others. Here is a waywardson who
has impoverished and saddened the
life of a loving father and broken
the heart of a devoted motherby his
long course of prodigality and trans-
gression. He returns. He is for-
given. The robe, the ring,theshoes,
the kiss are his, but look at the
bowed and burdened father. For-
giveness of the sinning ron does not
repair the ravages seen in that
father, nor does it bripg back to life
the mother whose days were short-
ened by the sorrow and the shame of
that wicked career. There are, in-
deed, some restored men whose re-
turn and renovation are monument-
al witnesses of the grace of God.
This fact is never to be obscured,
restricted, or abridged. But what
shall we say of those who, counting
on God's clemency, continue to sin
with greediness, who tolerate un-
holy affections, are selfish, untruth.
ful, jealous and impure? Are they

The Gospel of Cheer.
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not clearly sinning against their
Let us thank God that
this law is established as an abiding
rest.aint, For il his love is an in-
adequate motive, il gratitude for
his kindness and awe for God's
holiness hold us not back, this im-
perious fact may help to deter.
Better, indeed, is it to enter life halt
and maimed than to be cast into
outer darkness, but best of all is 1t
to put up the hourly prayer, *“keep
me from sin,” and trust the hourly
grace that will surely be given in
answer to genuine prayer. True
religion in a man is that which
earnestly and habitually makes for
righteousness and holy obedience,
If it does not keep from sin, it is not
a religion sufficient to save,

own souls?

THE GOSPEL OF CHEER.
By WayrLanp HoyT,D.D. [ BAPTIST],
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN,

Then were they all of good cheer,
and they also took some meal.
—Acts xxvii : 36,

FroUDE has somewheretold of men
who create ‘“an epidemic of noble-
It is of such men I would
talk to you to-day. I wish to pre-
sent the scene of that tempest-
tossed ship and Paul the bright,
animating centre of that crowded
company of discouraged souls. Lu-
cian has given us a detailed descrip-
tion of one of those grain ships that
in his day plied between Rome and
Mediterranean ports; a ship 140 feet
in length, 58 feet beam, and 45 feet
depth c¢f hold, with graceful stern
and gallant prow, crowned with a
goddess, Hespeaks of her yardsand
cables, her anchors and rudder, her
cabin and all the other to him mar-
vellous equipments., It was sucha
ship, of perhaps 1,500 tons burden,
the evangelist in this story says
sailed from Alexandria bound for
Italy, with 276 souls aboard, in-
cluding soldiers and prisoners. The
autumn weather had grown peril-
ously stormy. The course had be-

ness."”




1890.]

come circuitous, and it was evident
that the voyage would be with hurt
and daunage to the vessel, and also
that it would imperil life. Not heed-
ing Paul’s advice, they pushed on,
hoping to winterat Phenice, a haven
of Crete. But a tempestuous wind
called Euroclydon arose. Then they
took up the small boatin tow, then
undergirded the ship, they lowered
sails and stowed them away and let
the vessel struggle and drift. They
also lightened the ship, but matters
did not mend., Clouds and mistshut
out the sun by day and the stars
by night. Fourteen gloomy days
dragged on, They deemed that they
drew near some shore, It was mid-
night, Fiercely wind and rain and
wave beat upon them,

neara ll't‘il(‘]l('l'Ull.\ coast.

They were

Wet and
cold, hungry and faint, they give up
all hope. At that critical juncture
the heroic apostle stands forth and
tells them that God has spoken to
himassurance of the personalsafety
of himself and of all who sail with
him. *““Wherefore sirs, be of good
cheer, for I believe God that it shall
be even as it was told me.” Asthe
day was coming on he urges them to
eat, for, he said, ‘““thereshall not an
hair fall from the head of any of
you.” Then he took bread, gave
thanksand began to eat. They, see-
ing him eat with cheerfulness, were
also of good cheer and did eat, I
need not iell the sequel. Youknow
how they all escaped to shore and
the inhabitants showed no little
kindness to them on the island.

Itis the scene on theship’s deck
that I would make prominent—that
crowd of haggard faces and Paul in
their midst, or going from group to
group, as the bellowing gale would
prevent his words being heard by
them all at once. He takesbreadand
gives thanks ““in presence of them
all.” What a lesson this is for those
who say that they have no time to
give thanks at the table for their
daily food !
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““They also took some meat.” The
contagion of his high cheer begins
to spread. They were ““all of good
cheer.” Two questions meet us as
practical queries in the voyage of
life we all are making.

I. What is needed?

II. How may wedo it?

It is not all smooth sailing. The
sky issometimesgray and the waters
are often rough. If therecomesnot
the furious gale thatispictured here,
there is the chilling mist, there is
the dreary drizzle of disappoint-
ment. Weare hungry in heart and
hopes are deferred; we arestopped
at Malta when we want to be in
Rome; we are sickened and faint;
there are sick bedsandopen graves;
God has seemed to forget us and
prayer appears to be but wasted
breath. What Not
somebody to say that the skyis dark
and the storm is We know
that already. Not that our lot is
Weknow
But what we want

do we need?

fierce,

hard or our loss is great.
that already.
is just this, the gospel of cheer
from the lips and life of one like
Paul, connection
brighter spheres and celestial fel-
lowsh'p, takes in their joyous life
and gives 1t forth to us. They heard
his voice,

who, in with

“Be of good cheer.”

They saw him eat. ‘‘Then were
they all of good cheer and they also
took some meat.”

How such a temper sweetens the
home! Hereisa toiling wife. Itis
hard to make the ends meet, to care
forthe children, to keep the house
tidy, to prepare meals and repair
garments. Her ingenuity is tasked
greatly, and her patience still more.
Feeble health may weaken, or sick-
ness of the children may burden
her. Does the husband cheer her
with a kiss as he comes home? No,
itisa year since he thusgreeted her.
Has he a kind word at her efforts to
please? No, such is now as rareas
a rose in winter. It was not always
so. Rutan East wind is blowing now




430

and she is struggling on in asea
without a sun or star. Or,itmay
bethat the husbandisborne downby
business troubles and comes home
only to find a complaining wife. Her
person is negligently attired and her
home is not an attractive place.
She has no word of cheer for her
wearied companion. He finds no
quiet retreat and no inspiration
in her society.

So in Sunday-school and Church
work, we find many who give not
cheer but querulous, murmuring
words. The sails of enterprise are
not filled with the breath of their
cheering voice, but they pour out
volumes of criticism of others who
laboriously lead. Two men were
riding in a muddy road. The one
behind felt it to be his province to
say to the other who painfully and
with zigzag course sought to avoid
the deepest mire, ‘“Go there, this
way, not that way.” At last his
companion told him that he had
betterchange places with him. ‘*No,
I'd rather keep in the rear and find
fault,” was his frank reply. Much
of this complaint is empty. The
faults pointed out are imaginary.
The familiar incident of Michael
Angelo is in point. The nose of
“David” was called too long by a
conceited critic. The sculptor took
a handful of dust in the hand that
heldthe chisel, climbed the ladder
and pretended to use his malletin
fashioning blows, without touching
the marble. When he came down
the ignorant Florentine critic pro-
nounced the work perfect.

What is needed is cheer and com-
fort, not censure. There are many
weary b arts. In the home, the
store, the school, the office, every-
where, the young and old are bur-
dened, disappointed and disheart-
ened. They need hélp. I meet
some who have come from the East.
They are 1,500 miles from home,
They aredisheartened andsay ‘“ No-
body cares for us and we might as
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well give up.” Men and women
employed in some great industry
come to be regarded as parts of one
great machine which is moving on
in its irresistible revolutions and
turning out itsdaiiy products. ‘““Am
I my brother's keeper?” Thelaisser
Jaire method is not the Gospel way.
‘“Bear ye one another’s burdens.”
Thatis the rule. Opportunities for
its application areeverywhere about
us. That toiling schoolboy, that
hard worked servant, the new con-
vert just beginning a life of long
struggle, the neighbor who stands
by a new-made grave, the laborer
for Christ who is bearing the heat
and burden of the day, each and all
need the Gospel of cheer. They
need it [rom you. Not more natu-
rally does the violet lift its face to
the sunshine than do these souls
yearn for human sympathy and
helpfulness. Now comes the prac-
tical point,

2. How can we meet this need?
There is nothing of mere sentimen-
tality about it. The aid we bring,
moreover, is notso much preceptive
as itis in the indirect power which
examplewields. 1t isby the conta-
gion ofahopeful, cheerful life led by
ourselves. Paul’'s wordsmight have
been blown away by the storm, but
it was what hedid, rather than what
he said, which influenced his fellow
passengers. ‘‘In presence of them
all,” he took bread, called on God
and ate. * Then were they all of
good cheer.” It is by being our-
selves full of this noble, inner cheer
that we impart joyfulness and cour-
age to heavy hearts. It is not by
advice, still less by censoriousness,
that we bring about better condi-
tions, but it is by a patient, stead-
fast adherence on our part to what
is true and uplifting that we bring
other hearts into chime with that
which is sweet and good.

A musician from over the seaonce
came into a meeting where, when a
hymn began to be sung by the peo-
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ple, he was offended by the entire
disregard of time, tone and tune.
Hewasgreatly disturbed. Butsoon
he noticed one female voice, full,
rich, commanding, which steadily
kept to the proper pitch, time and
intonation, and gradually brought
the voices about her and finally all
in the room into tunefui harmony.
Only the heart that is in accord with
God can breathe forth the harmony
which is to sweeten and cheer dis-
tracted souls. If we should askPaul
about his experience he would tell
us that he once was proud, harsh
and wilful, and that his wili clashed
with God’s will. He was brought to
see that God was right and be was
wrong. His first prayer after this
revelation of himself was, ‘‘Lord,
what wilt THOU have me do?”
Then Paul was ready to do or bear
whatever God appointed, whether
to fight beasts at Ephesus, to be a
prisoner or to die for the Lord
Jesus. The peace of God ““stands
sentinel” over the heart that thus
lovingly yields all to Him. Then
the joy of the Lord becomes the
strength of one’s life. Then others
will catch ‘“the epidemic of noble-
ness '’ as was the case of those on
the ship of Alexandria, driven up
and down in Adria. ‘* They all were
of good cheer.”

*‘But this was an inspired Apos-
tle,” you say. True. The inspira-
tion of good cheer, Christ in you
the hope of glory, belongs, how-
ever, just as much to you. There
is no condemnation. We are joint
heirs with Christ. 'Who shall sep-
arate us? Therefore we joy in God
and take up also the ministry of
cheer to others. The humblest
saint may be a centre of quickening
and transforming power to a whole
neighborhood. Instead of souring,
saddening and irritating by petu-
lance and complaint, he may en-
liven, unite and beautify all about
bim. The best ma:. I ever knew
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was Deacon S., whom I remember
in my boyhood. He was a Scotch-
man, a florist, a poor man compar-
atively, for he probably never made
a thousand dollars a year in his life.
His life, however, was a perennial
Summer. Why, people came to
church to get the warmth and glow
which the dear, good deacon’s smile
gave them. His flowers, too, found
their way to pillows of pain and
homes of want, where color and
fragrance were appreciated by those
who had no means to gratify their
tastes. How well I recall hischeery
words tome in my college vacations,
when he would say to me as he in-
vited me into his conservatories:
“This air is asfine as that of Italy.”
Then he would speak of my studies
and tell me to be good, to be the
best in my class and thelike. Those
were sermons to me. They were
sermons which have never been for-
gotten. And when the good man
fell asleep what mourning there was
through the city, unequalled save
when Garfield was buried. The
shops were shut. The flags hung
at half-mast and each citizen felt
that he had losta friend. This is
what even a humble believer in God
can do. Thelifeand light of Christ
rayed out of his eyes, He silently,
as well as by the lips, preached the
Gospel of cheer. Will you? Seek
not great things, but do as Stanley
in his new book says he told some
of his ambitious men, do the work
just at hand, day by day, and as
faithfully as possible, with cheerful
heart. Keep doingit. Lifeis thus
a glorious privilege. As Paul had
the assurance of his own safety
and that of all who sailed with
him, you will gladden other hearts
besides your own and lead them
into experiences of peace and joy
here which shall be prophetic of
that felicity which shall be eternal
above.
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THE ALL-CONQUERING CHRIST.

A Bible Study.
By J. T. Gracey, D.D. [METHODIST],
BurraLo, N, Y.
The Lion of the tribe of Judah . .

hath prevailed.—Rev, v: 6,

IT is needless to say to the biblical
student that this imagery has its
base on Genesis xlix:8-10. An old
Hebrew Sheikh comes to die, and
dying blesses his boys. He talks
poetically. Itis easy for a Semitic
man to speak in poetry. One old
Arab is on record as having com-
posed a poem of 157 lines when dy-
ing. Bat this Sheikh is a prophet
of the Most High God, and his ut-
terances than
They are discriminating and far-see-
ing prophecy. They forth-tell as
well as foretell the destiny of the

are more poetry.

sons, through generations to come,

I. The victorious leadership and
Of Judah, the old
shall be

power of Judah.
man says that he chief
amongst his brethren. “Thouart he
whom thy brethren shall praise . .

thy father’s children shall bow down
before thee.”
“Thy hand shall be in the
. from the

Heistobea victorious
power,
neck of thine enemies . .

prey thou art gone up.” His is to
be a legislative and regal
““The sceptre shall not depart from
Judah, nora lawgiver from between
his feet.” Heis to be the true centre
of government, the rallying point

|)()\\'(‘|'.

of the world’s hopes, ‘“to him shall
the gathering of the people be.”

Let us trace the history to see the
facts that fulfil the prophecy. Two
hundred years after the old man’s
dying words were spoken we find
the children of Israel going up out
of Egypt, and God gives directions
about the order of their encamp-
ment. ““On the east side (Numb.
ii:8) . . . shalltheyofthestand-
ard of the camp of Judah pitch.”
Why is Judah assigned the prin-
cipal place in the front of the Tab-
ernacle? Why is he here the chief
tribe? Why should not Reuben
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the first born be appointed here?
There is no explanation t¢ be given
except that for his sin he had been
displaced ** and the genealogy is not
to be reckonedafter the birthright,”
and **Judah was made the
ruler” (1 Chron. v:1,2). Again in
Numbers vii: 12 when the offerings
were to be made Nahshon . . of

chiel

the tribe of Judah was assigned the
dignity of offering first, In Numbers
xxiv : 9 Balaam warns Balak that he
would better beware of these people
because according to anold tradition
they destroy their enemies with a
‘“He couched, he
lay down as a lion, and as a great
lion: who shall stir him up?” save
The tradition does

lion’s strength.

at his own peril.
not die and Moses reannounces it at
He blesses the descend-
ants of the boys whom Jacob blessed
He renews and re-formu-

his dying.

a'dying.
lates the prophecy (Deut, xxxiii:7),
““ And this is the blessing of Judah:
Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah, and
bring him" (victorious from battle)
““unto his people; let his handsbe
sufficient for him; and be thou an
help to him from his enemies.”
The same all-conquering element,
the all-prevailing all-victorious
might must still abide with Judah.
When the tribes had passed into
Canaan the remnants of the people
were to be overcome and Israel in-
quires of the Lord who shall be put
in the forefront of the fray, who
should lead to battle. ** Who shall
(Judgesi:2, 3) goup for us against
the Canaanites first, to fight against
them? And the Lord said, Judah
shall go up: behold I have deliv-
ered the land into his hand.” Still
later the tribe of Benjamin revolt
(Judges xx:18)and the people “‘went
to the house of God’'' and “‘asked
counsel of God. Which of us shall
go up first to the battle against the
children of Benjamin? And the
Lord said, Judah shall go up first.”

The regal pomp and power of the
Messiah was symbolized by David,
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and the foundation of his royalty
herecognized to be this old legend
of his people, this prophetic de-
cree of the father of his line. The
Lord chose me, and my father's
house, for he hath chosen Judah to
be the rule:r (1 Chr. xxviii :4.) When
the north wind ripples over his
harp, he sings ““Judah is my (Isra-
el's)lawgiver.” (Psalmlx:7).

II. But this all-conquering and
all-controlling power of Judah but
symbolized the real royalty and su-
preme sway of Jesus Christ, and
hence we go on to the New Testa-
ment, Matthew opens with a long
chapter of hard names—the family
record of the Lord Jesus, ‘‘ the book
ofthe generation of Jesus Christ, the
Son of David.”” The old promise of
Jacob in Genesis was that this regal
might, this conquering splendor
should abide with Judah till the
Peace-Bringer the Shiloh should
come (Gen. xlix:10), We have
been wont to remark how this was
fulfilled and to emphasize the fact
that when the Shiloh did come this
power departed from Israel. Rome’s
greedy eagles flew over Jerusalem
and struck their bloody talons into
Judaea's heart, and since then they
have been peeled, scattered and
scorned, hunted and hated, withont
a priest, without an ephod, with-
out a sceptre, the by word of the
world. But that is not the deeper
and inner meaning of the utterance.
The truth is, that the regal power
and splendor never did depart from
Judah. Look at Matthew’s record.
Itis arecord which God kept through
three thousand years, and which
after Shiloh came, of Judah, fellinto
confusion, so that no Jew on earth,
itis said, can prove to-day to what
tribe he belongs.

The power never did depart from
Judah. It only centred in the Shiloh,
and he was of the tribe of Judah.
All that had been before, as com-
pared with the race power of the
Shiloh, was only a dim foreshadow.

It was as unequal to the real might
and majesty of the real Lion of the
tribe of Judah, as ‘‘a painted ship
upon a painted ocean " isto the real
ship on the real ocean,

It is needless to point out the
manifested regal sway of Jesus
Christ, It is needless to remind
ourselves at length, that Christian
kings and Christian princes and
Christian  presidents rule to-day
more than half the land surface of
the globe and all ihe seas. The un-
observed but steady transfer of the
thrones and of all political power
from heathen and Moslem to Chris-
tian hands is but one of the many
indications that the sceptre hasnot
yet departed from Judah, nor a
“lawgiver from between his feet.”

II1. It would be interesting to
note at length the blending of the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, and
Shiloh the Peace-Bringeras thetwo
elements are portrayed in the book
of Revelation. The Rest-Man is to
rule, until he put all enemies under
his feet, He is to be the Prince of
Peace, ““that in the dispensation
of the fulness of times he might
gather togetherin one all thingsin
Christ, both which are in heaven,
and which are on earth, even in
him” (Eph. i:10), for to this Lion,
Shiloh, ““shall the gathering of the
people be.” InourtextRev. v:5,6,
John was asked to behold a Lion,
and he looked and beheld a Lamb.
He looked for the Lion of the tribe
of Judah and beheld the Shiloh.
And now henceforth John flashes
and flames with the record of his
visionsof theall-conquering, all-con-
trolling, all-compelling power, the
regalsplendor, the triumphantsway
of theShiloh—the Lambslain. The
Lamb is the centre of thrones and
principalitiesand powers. Heisthe
centre of the homage and honor of
the whole creation. The Elders with
harps are before the throne (Rev.
v:8), and the assembly shouts his
worth saying, ‘“Worthy is the
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Lamb to receivepower . . . and
strength, and honor and glory,” and
his enemies overthrown are fearful
in his presence crying (vi: 16) ‘“ hide
us . . . from the wrath of the
Lamb . . . who shall be able to
stand” beforethe irresistible sweep
of his““sceptre?” And(vii:9,10)an
international multitude too vast to
beestimated, victoriousin hismight,
waive palms before the throne on
which he sits, and these are they
(verse 10) which washed their robes
in the blood of the Lamb, and he
(verse 17) fed them and led them,
‘““and wiped away all tears from
their eyes.” And yet again (xi:15)
amid the thunders and lightnings
great voices in heaven say, ‘ The
kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of
his Christ and he shall reign forever
and ever.” And still further, when
the head of all the organized evil
forces is overthrown, it is said he
was cast down by ‘“the blood of the
Lamb.” Christ's forces are en-
rolled, his registry is complete, and
power was given him (xiii: 7, 8) over
all kindreds and tongues and na-
tions, and this marshalled and en-
rolled multitude whose names are
writtenin the book of Life of the
Lamb slain, not from Jacob’s time,
but ‘“before the foundation of the
world,” ascribe unto him all domin-
ion.

The scroll unfolds, vision rushes
after vision, and one regiment of
144,000, the “‘king's own,” a per-
sonal escort branded with the love-
brand of the Father's own name in
their foreheads (xiv), in sweet and
royal submission *‘follow the Lamb
whithersoever he goeth.” John’s
wing does not weary, he soars on.
Now it is over a sea of glass min-
gled with fire, where is another
group of victors who had gotten the
victory over the beast, who ‘‘sing
thesong of Moses . . . andthe
songof the Lamb, saying, Greatand
marvellous are thy works, Lord God
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Almighty.” The 19th chapter ush-
ersthe royal banquetting room into
the ‘““ marriage supper of the Lamb
—of the Lion—Shiloh with his con-
quering Church.” And now the
central courts of the universe are
flooded with light and the Lamb is
the light thereof (xxi:23), and the

Book closes with the outflow of

peace and prosperity from the cen-

tre of the regal splendor, and *‘a
river o water flows out of the
throne of God and the Lamb.”

IV. We might easily enlarge in
the application of what we have
studied by noting the object for
which in this twofold character as
the All-Conquering One, and the
Rest-Bringer works in us.

1. We get a strange power by be-
lieving in Him which we never got
in any other way, which we cannot
get increased but by doing thesame
thing.

2. We get a peace by believing in
Him which the world never gave,
and which the world cannot take
away. Peacein believing.

THREE FACTORS OF CHARACTER.
By THoMAS CHALMERS EAsTON, D. D,

[PRESBYTERIAN], SAN FRANCISCO,

CAL.

God Almighty appeared unto me at
Luz and blessed me . . . Rachel
died by me in the land of Canaan
and I buried her there.— Gen.
xlviii: 3-7.

WE have here an Old Testament
study which teaches us how a noble
life may bedeveloped. It mayseem
almost irreverent to dissolve the
glamour and romance which form
the atmosphere in which these old-
time characters live in ourthought,
as  village is sometimes seen inthe
golden haze of sunset light. The
social atmosphere in which the
patriarch dwelt was the product of
centuries, but we can look through
the enveloping air or misty hazeand
analyze the essential features of the
characters we study. Here was
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Esau, with good qualities, some-
times nobler than those of Jacob,
yet bold, abrupt, heedless, without
governing principles, urged on by
impulses even to rashness; venge-
ful, hateful and cruel. Domestic
affection was a strong trait in Ja-
cob’s character. His emotions were
not so marked in other directions.
His was not a round, symmetrical
character.

He was politic, calculating and
wise in advancing his own ends.
But strong personalities are apt to
be angular, and their faults are
often copied. A natural landscape,
full of cliffs and chasms, attracts
the eye and taste rather than a
smooth plain; so heroes in the
world, masters in the church and
pioneers in its activities are men in
whose make-up there are strong
contrasts and unevennesses, A man
who measures every step he takes,
scrutinizes every motion within or
object without, introspective, cir-
cumspect and cautious in each little
detail, gains in one way while he
may in otherdirections be surpassed
by another of more impetuous spir-
it. The latter, like a strong river
with high banks that wall in rapids
and eddies, has firm principles to
gude his general course of life, but
has within those bounds a volume,
velocity and momentum peculiar to
himself. Canals with smooth and
sluggish waters, and walls of quar-
ried rock in careful order laid, are
useful, but who ever wrote a poem
on a canal? The water moves
slowly on with a solemn sense of its
duty to turn some distant wheel,
but not so the bounding river that
seeks the sea. Jacob was a strong,
bold character and squared his ac-
tions with reference to this life
rather than to the other, many
times; yet after all, particularly in
his old age, he revealed a grandenr
of character, as here when in the
land of the pyramids, that ancient
seat of learning, and in the presence
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of its proud monarch, he seemed to
take the place of the superior.
Pharaoh does not bless Jacob, but
Jacob, Pharaoh. The king asks his
ageand Jacob tells of a hundred and
thirty years, few and evil, and then
he blesses the monarch., The shep-
herd seems to be the true sovereign,
His dignified utterance
to Pharaoh must have sounded
strangely in the palace, But these
are suggestive to us as revealing
three factors that mould character.

1. God revealed to the individual.

2. Love in the soul.

3. Grief in the life,

1. As the aged Jacob looked back
over the plainof his lengthened life,

addressed

these three experiences loomed up
in view like three lordly mountains
above the earth. First of all, the
great manifestation of Jehovah,
“God appeared to me at Luz!”
This fact has a priority and preém.
inence that nothing could parallel.
It had revealed to him the capacity
of his soul for the reception of God’s
thought, the grandeur and glory of
immortality, Such a supreme ex-
perience comes but once. It may
be in sickness, in the stress of labor
or temptation, under one’s roof, or
under GGod’s sky, but wherever this
one conspicuous and transporting
revelation of God's presence is felt
in all its reality and prominence,
everything before or after it seems
but naught. Job had this ennob-
ling, uphfting revelation to hissoul
when he said, ““I know that my
Redeemer liveth ;" David, when he
said, ‘*Now I know that the Lord
saveth His anointed;” Paul, when
he exclaimed, “I KNOW whom I
have believed,” and John, who said
“we have known and believed the
love that God hath tous . . that
which we have seen with our eyes,
declare we unto you.,” Thusis the
promise verified that the Comforter
shall abide with us, and that in that
day weshall know that He is in us
and that we dwellin Him, Hereis
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church
world.

the challenge a believing
gives to an unbelieving
Here is the one lofty attitude of
Christian experience
who know that we have passed from
death to life, may serenely contem-
plate the confused and conflicting,
yetaudacious, speculations of skep-
tical men. Outof our personal con-
sciousness of the knowledge and
love of God we can speak with con-
clusive and unanswerable
That is the testimony the world
needs to-day, the speech of posi-
tive men with positive knowl-
edge, founded on personal
victions of the truth and a vivid
sense of (God's revelation Him-
self to theirsouls. “‘I saw God at
Luz!” was an experience that
stamped his whole life as the die
stamps the coin with an image it

where we,

powe r.

con-

of

will always carry into commerce,
Here is a man in old age and de-
crepitude. His memoryis wornand
his mind has lost its early vigor,
but thisone epoch of his life lives in
ineffaceable distinctness. Hecould
truly say that God wasthe strength
of his life and his portion forever.
If He washis, may He not be yours?
If the divine glory be so transport-
ing below, what must it be above?
2. A less august, but perhaps
more effecting element was Jacob's
attachment to Rachel. Her name
is linked with that of God. We
read of human loves in Dante and
Petrach, in the lives of Abelard and
Heloise, but here is a record of a
love superlatively rich. The men-
tion of Rachel in connection with
the vision at Luz, is itself signifi-
cant. She left no part of Jucob’s
life unfertilized, but fed its deepest
springs. God pity him who never
knew the purifying influence of
love. When the grace of God sanc-
tifieshuman affection it isa guaran-
tee of mutual fidelity and perma-
nenceof love. She embarks on a
perilous ocean who comes to the
bridal altar to wed a skeptic, I

of Character.
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never would give a daughter to
such. There are homes that are
pure and happy, toa certain degree,
without God and prayer, but these
even are not what they might be if
Loveis awell full
for thirsty souls,
but of sanctilied affections it may be
said: ““The well is deep, and full of
the purest and most enduring sweet.

religion reigned.

of refreshment

ness,’

3. Grief. “ThereI buried her!
His sun went down in darkness. In
the way he walked he lost her. It
was a still and solemn hour. This
sorrowful experience was a mile-

"

stone from which he reckoned, as
did the prophet, *“In the yearthat
King Uzziah died.” So we say It
was the year that mother died, or
brother or child. Jacob remem-
bered the day that Rachel left him
alone in the valley. A tidal wave
of grief surged in upon his soul, It
was an educating influence. Grief
is one of the experiences by which
the measurements of the
soul, its capacity, its poverty or its
wealth, rather than by the stocks,
h()llNO‘S or ()llwr ')()SS(‘HSIOI]H we lll(l)'
boast. Sir William Grant return-
ing from India full of rewards and
renown, said that he had fancied
the pilgrim’s path to heaven was

we learn

one of brightness, but God showed
Grief
strange sorceress to change one's
nature, Trials come asthe storms
to purify the air and often prove our
best blessings. With Jacob these
threefold moulding influences were
put to work upon his character, the

him a cross and grave! isa

revelation of God, love and grief.

In conclusion we learn from this
study the essential unity of the
race. To thetouch of these forces
all hearts respond. With the sor-
row of Jacob all smitten ones can
sympathize. An eternal identity
of love binds the race, whatever be
the country orthe clime. To the
triel and tempted of every rank
and condition this old-time por-
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traiture brings instruction and com-
fort. No matter how intense or
how peculiar your trials, troubled
one, do not try to carry them alone,
but bring them to the God ol Jacob.
He will relieve, He alone can meet
our deepest needs,

Then we also learn that life,
though complex and varied, has but
a few essential units or elements,
Amid all its industries, hopes joys
and griefs, weare passing on rapidly,
The years are going. We soon shall
be where the gray locks will never
be seen, where tears shall flow no
more. Nor forget that all that is
really permanent in this life we
shall carry into eternity. If we
have ananchor cast within the veil,
if we have laid up durable riches in
heaven, we shall not be disappoint-
ed. Love will wither there,
Treasures will not fail. God lives.
Our dear ones who sleep in Jesus
aresafe. Every tearshall bechanged
into a jewel, to beautily an un-
wrinkled brow. Hail triumphant
realm, eternal victory! The bright
epiphany of God, the sweet ties of
human love, and the bitter, but
healthful tonic of grief, all unite in
the believer's experience below to
fit him for the unveiled glory and
the unalloyed bliss of immortality!

not

CEURCHSHIP.

By Rev. Rosr. P. KERrr, D.D.
[PRESBYTERIAN], RICHMOND, VA,
The Church of the Living God.—1

Tim. iii:15.

Tue definition. A church is a
body of people, including their chil-
dren if there be any, holding the es.
sential doctrines of Christianity,
organized for the worship of God in
the offering of prayer and praise, in
the administration of the sacra-
ments, in the preaching of the Gos-
pel, and in the prosecution of Chris-
tian work. It is not enough that
they administer the sacraments,
ete., as might a company of people
onshipboard, They must be organ-

Churchship.
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ized, Itisnotenough that they be
organized, they must also adminis-
ter the sacraments. Y. M. C. A.’s
do everything except administer
the sacraments, and
church,

are not a
If & church stop preach-
ing the Gospel they cease to be a
church. 1If they stop work or wor-
ship they are not a church.

It is not of essential importance
what the church 1s named. It may
be called Reformed, Presbyterian
(good names), Baptist, Methodist,
Lutheran, Episcopalian, all good
names; if it conforms to the defini-
tion given aboveit is a church of
the Living God.

Itis not of essential importance
who organized it. We think the
best way is by a classis or presby-
tery, but it may be by a bishop, a
committee, or by an evangelist,
or by no ecclesiastical agent. It
may organize itself, The great
church succession is not from men,
but directly from Christ. Every
true church is organized by Him—
whatever means He may use, A

body of people making a voyage by
sea might be cast away on an unin-

habited or heathen
have no minister nor organization.
But as they are providentially
obliged to make their home on the
island can they not organize them-
selves into a church? Undoubtedly.
So they elect of their number good
men to hold office, call them what
you will, and one to be pastor, and
they are as complete a church as if
constituted by all the classes, pres-

island. They

byteries, orbishopsin Christendom;
and if ever they came into commu-
nication with the restof the world
and sent a delegate, he would be
received by any ecclesiastical body
with whose doctrine and order his
own organization agreed.

The Chureh is not the Reformed or
Presbyterian, nor the Episcopal,
ete. Itisthebody of all people who
profess the essential doctrines of
Christianity, They ave found in all
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countries and under all skies.
It is one, like the sea which takes
the forms and phases of all shores
and climates, whether under warm
suns where the orange, banana, and
palm fondle its solt waves, or where
its waters glisten under the icy
domes and pinnacles of the north,
It never can be divided. It islike a
family ; there may be family feuds,
and alienations, but brothers must
be brothers whether they love one
another or not, because they have
the same father. We pray for unity
—but it is only that our oneness
may be felt and made manifest to
the world.

What are the essential doctrines
of Christianity? They are the facts
about Christ. That He is the Son
of God, that He gives the Holy
Ghost, that He created the worlds,
that He was born of a woman,
taught, worked miracles, suffered
and died for sinners, that He arose
from the dead, and sitteth at the
right hand of God governing the
universe, that He reveals the Father
to men, and that He forgives sin,
and that at last He shall judge all
creatures, and usher in the consum-
mation of His kingdom.

The invisible church is the whole
body of the redeemed. This is in
the purest and highest sense ‘‘the
Church of the LivingGod.” It con-
sists of a1l who, born of the Spirit,
are washed in the blood of the
Lan ““The Church of the Living
Go in both worlds is one. Our
friends who have gone before us,

in the same great family of
leaven and earth. The roll of the
Invisible Church is found in ‘“the
Lamb’s book of life.” It is a tran-
script of God's eternal decree.
How happy would you be to rea
your name written there. Perhaps
you think after that you would
never have another fear, norallow
any sorrow to weigh upon your
soul. Well, you would be happy
unless you chanced to think that

there might be another man in the
great host of humanity of all ages
of the same name. This would
plunge you into doubt and distress-
ing anxiety, Well, there is some-
thing betterthan finding your name
written in the Lamb's Book of Life,
and that is to find Christ's name
written on your heart; written by
the finger of the Holy Ghost dipped
in the blood of Calvary's cross.
This is ““Christin you the hope ~f
glory.” This canno more beerased
from the heart, than can the names
be taken away from God's bookin
Heaven.

““The Church of the Living God”
triumphant, is the last phase of
churchship. This completes the
Church and satisfies her Lord. She
will then be the perfected and glo-
rious city of God. In the East
somewhere it is said there was a
city built on both sides of a river;
but the inhabitants began moving
to thissideand making homes there,
At last they had all gone over, and
nothing was left on the other side
but ruins and decay. So the Church
of God. It is on both sides of the
river of death, but the inhabitants
are moving over the narrow sea.
One by one they le:ve us, and at
last they shall all be there., There
shall be left herenought but erumb-
ling walls and dust and ashes, while
the Church of God triumphantshall
shine resplendent in the heavens,
complete and glorious forever,

THE LORD'S SUPPER.
By Pror. E. J. Worr, D.D. [LUTH-
ERAN], GETTYSBURG, PA.

THE occurrence of its history in
four books of the New Testament
emphasizes the importance of this
ordinance, It was solemnly insti-
tuted by our Lord on the night be-
fore his passion. It was celebrated
by his disciples, at first daily and in
connection with a simple social
meal, called the agapé, or Feast of
Love, and then it was for a long
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period observed every Lord’s Day,
but only within the circle of the
Church,

Immediatety after the conclusion
of the homiletic or missionary ser-
vices, in which the public partici-
pated, the promiscuous assembly
was dismissed (the word missa, thus
used, giving its name afterward to
the entire sucramental service; Ger-
man, Messe, English, Mass), and the
elements, common bread and wine
mingled with water, were conse-
crated by the presiding official and
then distributed by the deacons to
the congregation, and also to the
sick and the prisoners who were pre-
vented from being present. An
elaborate sacramental liturgy, com-
prising suitable p ayers, doxologies,
and responses, which became the
basis of all subsequent formularies
of this kind, developed at an early
day around the solemn rite, and it
has been commonly regarded
throughout the Christian Church, as
the highest and holiest part of di-
vine worship.

Historians are unanimous in their
testimony that from the beginning
thissacrament wasviewed as agreat
mystery,to which was attached pro-
found doctrinal significance and the
highest spiritual efficacy. With the
visible elements, it was believed,
were mystically connected the body
and blood of the Lord. Those who
in faith partook of this Supper en-
joyed essential communion with
Christ. They partook of a **spirit-
ual food indispensable to eternal
life.” The first Christian theologi-
ans were not given to sharp distine-
tions between the outward sign and
the invisible substance which it rep-
resents. ‘““The real and the symbol-
ical were so blended,” says Hagen-
bach, ¢“that the symbol did not sup-
plant the fact, nor did the fact dis-
lodge the symbol.” Yet they dis-
tinguish the twothingsconstituting
the Supper as terrena et celesti. In
some places they speak distinctly

The Lord's Supper.
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of signs, and the Alexandrians are
classed with those holding spiritual-
istic views; then again they ‘‘speak
openly of a real participation in the
body and blood of Christ,” while not
a single passage in the Fathers as-
serts the elements to be merelysigns
or symbols.

Of the doctrine of a total change of
the elements into the body and
blood of Christ not a trace is found
in the Ante-Nicene Church. Later,
many of the Fathers used phraseol-
ogy which seems toinvolve the doc-
trine of a real change, and a disposi-
tion toward that theory is apparent,
yet according to Baur these ‘‘are
only an obscure and exagg-erated
identification of figure and fact.,”
Thesame teachers usealso represen-
tations which exclude a change.
The idea of a sacrifice came now
likewise to be connected with the
Sacrament, at first only in the sense
of a celebration of the one Sacrifice
of Christ, but gradually in the sense
of an unbloody but actual repetition
of that sacrifice. The ascription of
a priestly character to the clerical
office contributed largely to the de-
velopment of this notion. Aslate
as the ninthcentury, a treatise main-
taining inearnest acompletechange
of the elements, called forth an ex-
tensive and violent controversy, al-
though it doubtless only set forth in
definite statements what was then
the popular belief, Two centuries
later the denial of the Change of
Substance led to the condemnation
of Berengar by several synods, and
in A. D. 1215, at the Fourth Lateran
Council, the doctrine of Transub-
stantiation was pronounced an arti-
cle of faith by Pope Innocent III,

The Reformers with one voice re-
pudiated both the doctrine of Tran-
substantiation and that of the Sacri-
fice of the Mass, as Wycliffe had
done before. When, however, they
came to formulate the positive
elements of the doctrine for the
Evangelical Church, so wide a dif«
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ference emerged that the unity of
Protestantism was shattered upon
this rock. Luther was at first pre-
disposed to a symbolical and purely
subjective interpretation; but he
felt bound by the clear word of
Scripture to accept the doctrine
that, along with the elements there
are present,and received sacrament-
ally and supernaturally, the glori-
fied body and blocd of the Lord
Jesus Christ, which believers par-
take of to their spiritual strength,
unbelievers to their judgment. Ex-
ception to this view, he argued,
could only be taken on grounds of
and if may
supremely on this doctrine, ‘‘ you
open the way forit to sweep away
every doctrine.”

Zwingli maintained the purely
symbolical, commemorative,
subjective character of the Supper,
and on this account Luther declined
Church-fellowship with him. Cal-
vin’s positionwas mediating between
the theories of Luther and Zwingli.
He also taught clearly, a Real Pres-
ence, but one not mediated through
the bread and wine, as this would
conflict with the doctrine of par-
ticular election, which limits the
actual offer of grace to believers.
““The believer, by means of faith,
partakes in the Sacrament, only
spiritually but yet really, of the
body and blood of the Lord, through
a power issuing from the glorified
body of Christ, whereas the unbe-
liever receives onlybreadand wine,”
This view superseded the Zwinglian
in the Confessions of Swilzerland,
and passed into all the Reformed
Creeds of the Continent, and of
Great Britain, including the xxxix,
articles.

The dogma developed by Luther
has ever remained the distinguish-
ing feature of the Lutheran system.
It has also been held by manyin the
Church of England, and by Episco-
palians in this country, The Sac-
erdotal view of the ministry preva-

reason ; reason rule

and
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lent in the latter communion has
favored both the doctrine of a
change of substance and that of a
sacrifice—the two go together, ap-
parently—errors from which the
Lutherans have escaped by their
New Testament conception of the
ministerial office.

While all the Reformed Confes-
sions of the XVIth century con-
tained the Calvinistic view of the
Lord’s Supper, the current teaching
and popular belief in all but Luther-
an and Episcopal churches has long
been that of Zwinglianism. The
Supper ig wont to be celebrated as a
solemn spiritual exercise, recalling
the atoning death of our Lord, and
indicating the union of his follow-
ers, A reaction in favor of higher
views has of late appeared especial-
lyamong Presbyterianand Reformed
theologians.

DIFFERENT TYPES OF CHARACTER.

[We are indebted to Dr. Arthur T. Pierson
for this brief outline of a remarkable sermon
by a blind preacher, widely known in this coun-
try, as well as at home, by reason of his highly
spiritual volumes.- Eps.]

THE Rev. Dr. Matheson, of Edin-
burgh, delivered on Sunday week a
sermon in St. Brycedale Church,
Kirkcaldy, the division of which is
exceedingly ingenious. The blind
preacher chose as his text Exodus
iii: 6: ““I am the Godof thy fathers,
the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac,” and said that the idea was
that the religion of the Bible was
notto be bound down like other re-
ligions to a single type, but per.
sisted in blending all three primary
colors of the rainbow., The three
men mentioned belonged to three
very different types. Abraham,
who might be typified by the red
color of the rainbow, was the out-
ward hero—the missionary from a
more civilized country to a less.
Isaac was the inward hero, and
might be typified by the bluc color—
the blue of the calm sea which is
quiet—not, as Max Miller says, the
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lower animals are ‘‘because they
have nothing to say,” but because
their voices are held in leash. Jacob
(yellow) was no hero at all, but an
old young man who was always a
vagabond from duty, and always
getting pulled up. The three men
differed in the sphere of labor.
Abraham’s sphere was universal,
and no one knew but it might be
said of any young man present
which in these shall the families on
earth be blesssd. Isaac’s sphere
was the home, and Jacob’s was in
the market, and therefore both uni-
versal and domestic. The third
difference was in the burdens of
these Patriarchs—the trial of faith,
the trial of patience in petty squab-
bles, and the trial of conscience.

FOUR PHASES OF THE SPIRIT'S
WORKING.
BY REV. J. BERG ESENWEIN. [EvAN-
GELICAL], LEBANON, Pa.
The Spirit of the living God.—2 Cor.
iii : 3.

Gop’s dealings with man in this
age are through his Holy Spirit, and
hence this age is called the dispen-
sation of the Spirit.

Since the Spirit is the executive
personin the Godhead, it behooves
us to study his workings, We no-
tice four phases thereof.

1. How He works FOR man.

1. By inditing the Word.
xxviii: 28, 2 Tim. iii: 16.

2. By promulgating the Word,
Acts ii: 4; xiii: 24,

8. By interpreting the Word.
John xvi: 13. Acts viii: 29,

11. How He works IN man.

1. In Conviction. John xvi : 8.

2. InEnlightenment. John xiv:
3.

8. In Regeneration. Johniii: 5.

II1. How He works BY man.

1. Man is prepared for
Elisha for Israel,

2. Work is prepared for man.
Nineveh for Jonah,

Acts

work.
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3. Work is revealed to man.
odus to Moses.

IV. How He works WITH man.

1. HisComforting Presence. John
xvi: 7.

2. His Powerful Assistance. John
xiv: 12,

3. His Sanctifying
Rom. xv: 16,

Ex-

Indweliing.

THEMES AND TERTS OF RECENT

SERMONS.

. The Heavenly Janitor. **And the Lord
shut him in."—Gen, vii :16. T.D.With-
erspoon, D.D., Louisville, Ky.

. A Boy Wanted. **And the Lord cnlled yet
again, Samuel.""—18am. iii : 6. Rev.W. G,
Thrall, Williamsport, Pa.

3. The Arrow of the Lord's Deliverance.
**And he said, Open the window east-
ward. And he opened it. Then Elisha
said, Shoot. And he shot., And he said,
The arrow of the Lord's deliverance, nnd
the arrow of deliverance from Syria.'

2 Kings xiii . 17. The Right Rev. !he
Blnhop of Rlpun.

. God with_us, and we with God. *Ibave
set the Lord al ways betore me : because
He is at my right hand, I shall not be
uxmed

. In Thy presence is fulness of joy;
at Thy rizht hand there are pleasures for
evermore.'' - Psalm xvi :8, 11. Alex.
Maclaren, D.D., Manc heilu, Eng.

. Musing and Fusing. * While Iunumuﬂinx
the fire burned."’- Ps. xxxix : Rev.
(1:{ ﬁ Brewster, Ph. D., Cape Mu) City,

. God’s Humanity. *‘Like as a father pit-
ieth his children so the Lord pitieth them
that fear Him."—Ps. ciii : 13. Rev. David
Hobbs, M A., Glas;ow, Scotland

. Unsym athetic Lives. * We have piped
unto you uul ye have not danced,” etc.
—Matt. xi : Rev. James A. Chamber-
lin, Ow: ll'lllllll, Miss.

. Self in the Way. ‘‘ And, behold, one came
and said unto Him, Good Master, what
good thing shall [ d,, that I may have
eternal lite,” ete.—Matt, xix : 16. Prof.
Marcus Dods, D.D., Edinburgh, Scotland.

. What Shall I do with Jesus ? ** Pilate saith
unto them, What shall 1 do then with
Jesus \vhlch is called Christ ?'—Matt,
xxvii: 22. J, H, Montgomery, D.D., Brook-
Iyn, N. Y

. Where are the Nine ¢ ** And Jesus answer-
ing, said, Were there not ten cleansed ?
But where are the nine? There are not
found that returned to give glory to God,
save this stranger. —Luke xvii: 17, 18,
Rev. Canon H. Scott Holland, St. Paul's
Cathedral, London.

. An Unfolding Vision. ** Thou shalt see
greater things than these."—John i :50.
Rev. Irving R. Lovejoy, Minietta, Cal.

. Life More Abundantly. *“Iam come that
they might have life, and that they might
have it more abundantly.”—Tohn x : 10,
Re« Principal Dykes, D D.. London.

. All Hope Gone: yet Landed Safe. ** All
hope that we should be saved wis taken
away. . Ands) tcame to piss that they
enu'nped a'l safe_to land." —Acts xxviii :
20-44.  Rev. John McNeill, Regent
Square, London,
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Lord always before me,"”—Ps, x