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B

R. CHAIRMAN, Ladies and Gentlemien : I am sure vou will
und~-<tand that I have come here not as a speaker but as one
who desires to icarn. I am representing the National Council of
Women, which is a federated organization of thirty-one Local
Councils, in as many of our largest cities. There are, too, sixteen
affiliated societics of women, many of them having very large
memberships. For example, I might mention the Daughters of the
Empire, the Victorian Order (which indeced is the child of the
National Council, for the National Council originated the work
of the Victorian Order of Nurses), the Women's Institutes and a
great many others which I need not detain you by mentioning.
We have, in all. a membership in our Council and affiliated socictics
of about one hundred and fifty thousand women, so that we feel
that we have a large backing in any work we undertake, and that
what we learn we are able to disseminate amongst a very large
number of people.

More than tlat, we, as a National Council, represent but one of
twenty countrics from which the International Council draws its
membership. All the great countries of the world are represented
on the International Council of Women.

Our work is chicfly carried on in the Local Couneils
Work of Local S ahe s " A
Couadils in the various citics. These are granted consideraide

frcedom of action. but there are a few gerneral
regulations. Thus, no Local Council is allowed to approach any
legislature without the permission of the National Counal. We
desire to save legislative hodics from Leing troubled by small requests
or Ly requests for things which arc not necessary at the time or
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place at which they are presented, and so to that extent we place
restrictions on the Local Councils. But otherwise they are perfectly
free to act as they think best.

We do our work mainly through eighteen standing committees,
the most recently formed of which is that on Conservation. It is
for that rcason that you were kind enough to invite me to be present
to-day to represent the National Council of Women. We feel that,
as -ve are just starting this work, we should like to follow the best
possible lines. Believing as we do, that in this work co-operation
is more desirable than competition, I have been commissioned to
be with vou here to-day to learn on what lines you are worliing,
and, if possible, to carry back some ideas as to how best to mould
the policy of this new committee which we Eave organized.

. For a number of reasons we thought we might
ggﬁ:ﬁ;‘gg’ with 10 able to co-operate with you in your work. First
of all, I would sz2y the aim that you have and the
aim that we have are very much the same, namely, the general
welfare of the public.  Your Assistant to the Chairman, Mr. White,
said recently, that practically every branch of human endeavour
was included in the work of yo.r Commission. From another
point of view, ours is almost the same ficld. We have standing
committees on almost all the things on which you have standing
committees and a great many others hesides. We are like a large
commission of women decaling with the many interests which touch
the lives of women.
Public Healtk  We have, therefore, a large number of standing
Work of National committees. For instance, we have a standing
Council committee on public health, one of the most active
and the oldest of all our committees. It is obvious that public
health is a matter of national concern. It is al.o obvious that it
concerns first of all and chiefly the women of the country, because
it is on them that the stress of caring for the sick generally falls,
and because it is they whe find in their own homes the disabilitics
that are brought on them by such things as Dr. Hodgetts has just
been speaking of to you. Again, you have heard Dr. Hodgetts'
reference to town planning.  We have been working along the very
lines of which he has been speaking, through our standing com-
mittce on pubiic health.

. Then in agricuiturc we believe that there is a

Qvg;;;‘e“nme and  jarge and unworked field for women. Many
branches of agriculture are now being opened up
for women's work. For cxample, in conncction with fruit picking
and packing there seems to be work in which women can be very
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well occupied. I have heard Katharine Davis. the first woman
Commissioner of Corrcction that the city of New York has ever
had, whose appointment was made by Mayor Mitchel recently,
say that, in the state school at Bedford, the girls who were under her
supervision there, built pigsties and even silos. She said that
climbing a ladder is not, as has been generally supposed, a matter
of sex, and that the girls were perfectly well able to build these
structures. The open air and the country life bencfited them
greatly, particularly those girls who were weak-minded. We hope
that some day the homestead regulations will be widened in Canada
so as to allow women to take up homesteads on a freer basis than is
possible at present.

L The question of immigration has of late, perhaps,
%}%ﬁgm been given more time and thought by our National

Council than any other theme, because we feel that,

at the present time, it is at the root of many of our social problems.
For instance, the difficulties in connection with public health and
housing, are very largely due to the enormous influx of persons,
some of whom arc not accustomed to city life, and who, when trans-
planted from small villages and country districts in the older coun-
tries, find themselves absolutely incapable of using the facilities of
city life, cven if they had them. In this matter too, we are in the
position of a person who has invited guests, and, when they arrive
at her house, says to them: ‘I am very sorry that we have no room
for vou, but if you will pitch your tent on the lawn until I build a
guest-room 1 shall be delighted to have vou.” We invite people
to come to Canada, and then fail to make provision for homes for
them. These, then, are some of our rcasons for desiring to co-
operate with your Commission. Our aims are very much the same
as yours.
Council a Com- On the other hand, there are certain dissimilarities
plement of Com- between our point of view and yours. When I
rmission compared the list of your standing committees
with ours, I noticed that, by a curious coincidence, all but two of the
committces of the Commission deal with property and only two
directly with life, while, in the National Council, it is exactly the
opposite. We have only two committees which deal dircctly with
property and all the rest are dealing more dircetly with life. It is
on that account that, it scems to me, our Council might complement
in some wayvs the work of your Commission, because we, as women,
have the care of life in its various forms committed to us. To put
the matte~ epigrammatically, while you are concerned mostly with
houscs, the Council considers homes.
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The question of education is one which has been of considerable
interest to the Council since its institution.  We have been carnestly
striving for the spread of technical education on lines that would
fit children for the lives they are to live, rather than for some more
or less visionary existence. Technical education must be of great
value iu fitting children for real life. The conservation of human
life is the immediate duty of the women of this country, and it is
for that reason that <wve have these committees touching human life
in many ways. In the old days the housewife, of necessity, procured
such commodities as milk, water, ctc., for her own home. To-day,
she relies on the city council or other outside agencies for such things.
It is impossible at present for a woman to manage these affairs for
her home because they are managed for her by the city council.
For this reason, women feel that these civic matters are of ex-

reme importance to them.

. The Nationrl Council also belicves that in its
gﬁﬁ?;‘,;"v%,k afliliated societies it might find channels for dis-
seminating the knowledge which yvour Coramission
has acquired. I think vour Chairman has said that this Commission
docs not exist merely to accumulate knowledge, but rather, having
accumulated it. to disseminate it as widely as possible. We can
reach many small groups of persons. For example, take such an
organization as the Women’s Institutes which spread right through
Ontario, rcaching many places where there is not room for a Local
Council. Then. through our loczlly affiliated bodies of teachers
we can reach a large clicittéle to whom such knowledge as you have

would be exceedingly valuable.

The reports which Mr. White was kind eaough to sead to me. I
have found most interesting. I might expiain that I tackled.
first, the one on oysters, and camc to the conclusion that oyster ueds
were one of the few beds women were not cxpected to make.
AMany of these reports I think would be of great use to our memnbers.
1 did not kilow that there were such reports to be had. and I am surc
there are many others interested in the subjects that I am interested
in who do not kncw of them and who would be extremely glad to
read and use them.  The National Council could make use of these
reports. May I give a personal instance. Next week I have to
address 2 Women's Canadian Club in another city. The officials
of that Club askcd me what would be the subject of my address.
1 said that I was coming to this meeting, and that I would speak on
conservation, and 1 would endeavour to give a message from this
meeting.  So, it secems to me that the speakers the Council sends out
from time to time. might mention the work of this Commission
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and bring the women in the smailer centres into touch with it.
After all, it is in the smaller places, even more than in the cities,
that there is need for the knowledge which this Commission acquires,
and the National Council could be of material 1ssistance in dis-
seminating it there.

Not long ago I was in a small village in Ontario,
onc of the most beautiful in the Province. I was
being driven around by one of the ladies who shewed
me the various places of interest there. She said to me: “We
have one of the most beautiful towns in Ontario, (as indeed they
have); we have a very beautiful school property right on the lake.
Unfortunately, a large, cold-storage huilding in connection with the
fruit industry has been built, and a railway switch has been run
down past both entrances of our school, spoiling the property. and
making it dangerous for the children to enter or leave the building.”
She also shewed me a very beautiful church property, but unfortun-
ately, as she said, the surrounding property was sold without con-
ditions, and so a large factory district is growing up in the residential
district behind the church, spoiling this old and valuable property,
one of the ccclesiastical heirlooms of Canada. As she spoke, we
had to drive carefully, because wourkmen were felling some most
beautiful maple trees, bordering the road. I asked why that was
being done, and she said she did not know and neither did anyone
clse. Would it be possible for this Commission to have leaflets
distributed telling people what they can do in similar cases, or
advising along what line they should work to sccure legislation ?
It scems to me that the law is like a sprinkier, which I heard des-
cribed recently in a report of the firc conditions in a certain city.
One man described a fire, at which there was a damage of S16.00
by fire, and of $16,000 by water, because the firemen did not know
where to turn off the sprinkler. The law scems rather like a sprinkler.
Aany people do not know where to turn it on in the first place, nor
afterwards where to turn it off.  So that, if this Commission could in-
form people generally, as to what laws there are, if any. by which a
village or stall growing town might be prevented {rom thus sclling its
birth-right for the good of one generation only, it would be doing
a great service to the women of the country. If small and cheap
leaflets, bearing on such questions as town-planning. could be
distributed broadcast throughout these rural and smaller urban
centres, they would be execedingly usciul.

Conditions in
Smzller Towns

This scems to me to be another means by which the Council
might be able to co-operate in the work the Commission is doing.
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Our great difficulty is that we cannot do much which requires outlay.
We just manage to pay our way and that is all we can do. I think
sll women's socicties are hampered in the same way ; and for that
reason we cannot do as much educational work as we would like.
However, if we could help in disseminating any of your literature
or have our speakers speak on subjects connected with the work of
this Commission we shouid be very glad to do so.

I am very grateful to you, sir, for allowing me to speak to the
Commission.




