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- HISTORY OF THE WAR §

BETWEEN

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
AND GREAT BRITAIN;
Declared by o Law.gf Congress, Junc 18, 1812, and
coneluded by a ratificalion and.exchange of
~‘m Trealy of Peace; at the. Lity of
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VAR Washington, Feb.17, 1845.
¥ ' Gomrrmsé . .
N A PARTICURAR DEWAIL OF THE
3 bY NAVAL AND Q,Imm' OPERATIONS,
\EE - AND A FATTHFUL RECORD OF ‘PHE EVENTS PRU-
;;‘i 'DUCED DURING THE CONTEST. * ¥

AND INCLUDING,

WHE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT DOCUMENTY:
The Presldut‘n Message to Congress of Ist

jnu, 1812.
The Repost of the Committee of Farejgn Relations of 3d June, l!l&

The # laring War, between the United States and Great Britaig.
reaty of Peace.

N'les's List of Prizes, captured during the War.
The Treaty of Peace of 1783.
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Wistrict of New-York, ss.

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the sixteenth day of
" vMay, in the thirty-ninth year of the Independence of the United
States of America, John Low, of the said district, hath
" 4., 8. deposited in this office the title of a Book, the right
whereof he claims as Proprietor, in the words follow-

iing, to it - :

2 2 . -

“ An Impartial and Correet History of the War between the
United Sﬁtu’u ofl%merica. ; e(:nril't rit:in, dgclam a 'l):lw of
Congress, Juney 18, 1812, a ratifi and ex-
ch J‘l Treaty of Peace, at then:gd Washington, February

17, 1815.' 'Comprising a particular detailof- the Naval and Mili-

tary operations, and a faithful record of #h@/events uced during
. the contest ; and including, 1. The President's Message to Con- .

gressof 1st June, 1812, 2. the Report of the Committee of Fore
€ign Relations of 3d June, 1812. 3. The Act declaring War
between the United States and Great Britain. 4. The Treaty
of Peave. 5. Niles’s List of Prizes, captured duriog the War.
6. The Treaty of Peace of 1783.  Carefully compiled Official
Documents.”

I conformity to the Act of the Congress nf the United Sta
entitled  An act for the encouragement of L _arning, by securing
the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books to the authors and rie.
tors of such copies, during the time therein mentioned. also
to an Aet, entitled ““ an Act, supplementary to an Act, entitled an
Act forthe enceuragement of Learning, by securing the copies.of
Maps, Charts, and Books to the authors and proprietors ofsuch co-
pies, during the times therein mentioned, gnd extending the benefits
thereof to the arts of designing, engraving\nd etching historical and
ather prints.

THERON RUDD, *
Clerke of the Sonthern District of News Y@ o




PRE_FACE’ 5

NO era, in| the monl world, has miwl the
public oiiviosity, or effécted the general interest
of mankind, more than the dlBOOVGP; of a west-
ern_continent, in the year 1492, AWM the'
public mind was by that event, yet its resulting
importance was not then fully anticipated by the
most extravqgnnt hopes or the most asute prog-
nosties, To convert the natural riches of the
new world to the advantage of the old, was the
only ohject which the kings of Europe wished to
avcomplish; or intended to essay. Neither king
nor subjeet expected that the western world
wotld beeome the seat of empires, independent
of European rulers; much less did they expeet,
that the future monarchs of the east wonld meet »
in'the new world, rivals eapable of opposing and
defeating attempts at continuing in pelitieal sub-
jection, ' the deseendants of @migrants; led to
she new continent by ecupidity, driven te. it by
persecution, or banished as an expiation of their
erimes.

It was not until long after the first settlament
of America by Europeans, that it was sagaeioq;r
ly observed, that «the new world seemed destined’ ;
to give laws to the old.”* The observation drew . #
forth but the derision or contempt of the hearers |
and readers. A prophecy so improbable and “A\
which eould not, it was supposed, be accomplighs-
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ed, if at all, in a hundred centuries, was deemed
teo puerile to be ¢redited, and too distant to he
dreaded,

The Revoluuonnry war gave the first subp}a]t-
tial proof that materials for all the purposes of
nlf-gcvmment existed in America. In propap-
tionas the genius and resources of the inhabitants
were developed, in the same degree did they find
advocates -in different parts of the world, who
either saw with pleasure the successful prospect
which epened itself te the people of the United
States, (late British celonigs,) secretly encour
aged and relieved them, or openly supported and
assisted them. The happy termination of this
contest led to the belief, that the theories of po-
litical prophets were not only probable, but their
eonsummation less distant than had been hithers

to supposed.

The United States, having by the treaty of
peace of 1783, become a nation by the consent of
all other nations, had as if to begin the world,
without any othep capital than the virtue of the
vitizems, and without security against foreign
sggression, except what could be drawn from
their own courage and patriotism.

As yet their population was little more than
three milliens of inhabitants ; the want of a weH
consolidated eonfederation rendered the govern-
ment weak ; and the many ineidents and diffieul-
ties attending the attempt to reconcile various in-

' terests with a ‘general principle, increased this

dificulty. The speculations as to the future desy
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tinies of the people were various. England had.
coneluded peace pro forma, but she continued hos-
W¥tile in fact,  Great Britain was but a small is-

: ’»; land, yet her sovereign was a king over extemsive

«regions and many islands in various parts of the
globe : the example of several of her colonies re-
Jecting her authority and’ uniting in‘ support of
each other, was dangerous to the parent country ;
it was found impossible to subdve them by force,
it was  determined to do so by intrigue, ¢orrup-
tion, and robbery

The eolonies remedied ome great inconvenience"
by forming a general constitution in 1789, wlnoh
stands an unrivalled instance of patriotism, wis-
dom, and justice ; a rapid growth of pepu
and extension of commerce, a cultivation of

- ature, arts and seiences were fast advanemg to a
peoint that would outrival Englandin every respeet.

As this state of things advanced in Ameriea,
England proceeded to measures of inereased vi-
olenee and injustice.. Seeking for pretexts, in
prineiples novel, uuknown to other nations, and
even contravening . her own established practiee,
she left to America the alternative of' submission
to . her will or resistance by war; the latter was .
resorted to.

The history of the Revelationary war is-alrea- -
dy before the public. It is a valuable reeord ot*
what men determined to be free, can do. This
war brought into a phalanx that mass of military
patriotism, which under the immortal WARREN,.

commenced its career of glory at Bunker»hll,
A 2.
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and tenmnated it, under the lmmortnl Wuume.-
'ron, at York Town. -

' The task, now undertaken; maust be interest-

ing to every citizen of the United States. -~ A re-~ : 3
eord.of the second struggle again® the same en-
emy, whe during seven years of revoluuonny
contest, earried fire and sword, the bayonet, the
haiter, and the tomahawk, throughout the Uni-
ted States, will surely be an acceptable treat.
- 'The military talents which sprang as il into a
miraculous existence during the late war; the
patriofie. courage which displayed itself on every
occasion ; their suecessful triumphs in glmost
oioribaulo, are proud proofs, that where genius
is free 10 act, and that influenced by an amor
,aﬁ'ic, no dangers are teo dlmcult te overcome,
no difficulties too great to be subdued.

The apparent military and naval pewer of En-
gland was, to that of America, it the eommence-
ment of the late war, as that of, the lion to the
lamb ; but the incensed eagle strgtehied forward
his beak, and, with it tore thelanrel from th
Briton’s brow ; and, flying over the waters, he
wrested with his.‘talons, the trident from the
< mistress of the doep.” '

In giving details of thése events, these imper-
fshable monuments of American glory, a strict
vegurd has been had to truth, uninfluenced by

g
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any unwor mdderatlon, and it is hoped that
this small ¥plome. will be found to centain as co-

s could realonah‘ly be
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AMERICA seews to have been destined, by
Providence, as the soil which should give blrlh,

strength, and matarity to rational liberty : in

this respect, its discovery must be considered of

prime benefit to mankinds . Lohunbus, a lover

of justice, would have fixedithe residence of lib-

erty in/South Ameriea, hut ‘this cxtraordingj'y !
adventarer became the object of perseeuting en-

vy, he was sacrificed at the shrine of ambition

and/ tyranny ; and, the southern pemn.uﬂa, the
ouly part of the western continent which Co-
lumbus had visited, was given up te ecupidity,
plunder, and the most heorrific ill-treatment and
massacre of its hospifable inhabitants. The
fictitious riches, the gold, wbich it. produced,
invited an garly and continued tion from
the old to the new conunent, insomugh, that the
latter has dlreatly losty in a great degree, its
original uncultivated aspeet ; and, were the ge-
nius of its new inhabitants not restrained by the
policy of its vulers, would, ere now, have advan-
ced far towards all perfection, to which man
can aspire. For more than 300 years, has South
America Bowed to the will of despots, and man
has presénted but the disguaun _contrast of ty-
rants and slaves. - A patriotic me has lately
diffused 4 gleam-of light through the darkened

atmosphere which ovmpnad the political re-
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gion M‘ the south ; man begins, there, to assume
the eharactc?i‘or which God and nature had
destiped him ; and philantrophy may hope, that
the presemt generatlon will not pass away, until
liberty will smile over evéry part of America,
and all its inhabitants be happy.

The inordinate a/u!f ition of hereditary gov-
erpments, and their JuleeaIOUSIeB of each .oth-
er, have given an lunbounded spring to the de-

_sire of extended dominion and foreign conquests.
"T'his spirit, however injurious, has, in some re-
».gpeets, contributed towards the increased knowl-
édge of geograply, the diffusion of general in-
formation, and the facilitating: of a social inter-
eourse, fetween the inhabitants of (hstant re-

gions,

'(Eniland famed for the adventurous spirit of

abitants, and the unequalled ambition of
its_sovereigns, eoufd not remain 2n indifferent
spectator of an European rvival taking posses-
sion ‘of a mew world. Expedjtions were soon
formed for the more perfect discovery of the
new continent. John Cabot, having obtained
a commission from Henry the 7th of England,
to discover ugknown lands, and annex them to
the erown, discovered the eastern coast of North
America; Sir Krancis ‘Drake, subscquently,
sailed along it ; ‘and England, by right of prior
discovery, claimed its sovereignty. Gold mines
are generally eonfined to (ropical climates ; the
soil of North America, contiguous to the sea,
appeared to be light, sandy, or “unfit-for profita-

‘Be cultivation; the élimate was variable and
unhealthy; the aborigines were morg savage:
and inhospitable than those of* the sgtith. No
adequate induecement presented itself to new set-
tlers ; and, had the inhabitants of England ne
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necessity for qu mmg t&w native country, they
ngver would isoo wish to transfer their -
xesidence 1o the then inhospitable eclimate of

"iorth Amieriea, A stimulus -was not long

& wanung. -
oy e granting of immense tracts ohmcultxva-

fed wilds to individuals or companies, was nof
likely to induce any rapid settlement. - Individ.
uals’ might, for the purpose of emhaneing the
value of - their personal fortunes, influence
emigrants te settle on theéir new estates; and
these settlers, having changed their residenece,
might be compelled to abide by a cl;%l,ce from
which it weuld be difficult or impossible to re-
cede. But, their reports and their fate would
reach theip 1 l'rnends % emigration would cease or
be too slow fo) eﬂionent pnrpose decrease
ulation, by brity of elimate and the
mr ds of Indians, would be'little, if atall, over-
balaneed by bitths,. and the mesnion of trans-

n, in all st‘a ; id a lover of liberty, y
son dictates that he has rights ; but this

by habitual bond mes incapable of .c-
tzm, sand msennm tmue extenr of his mise-~
ry. - The_slave feels pain, without Jknowing
whence it originates, or how it shonld be reme-
died. This - observation is utrietly applicable
enly to copporeal slavery The ihvery, exer-

no tertn, ne length of .endurafice; can reconcile

sulferer; preseription eap justify. the
pracueo £ englavement .in any case; and ne
slaye, howeyer abjeet, willadmit it in eases af-

ﬁapting his consience, Goll has instilled, inte

e, ©

eised o  conscienee, i that, in suppoert of
+ ‘which é:o ristry can prc4dl; and, to which,
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the heart of man, certain religious duties ; and,
whenever the fulfilment of these is forbidden by
human edicts, the injured person fears not tore-
volt or seek. an asylum against persecation.
With God on his side, he fears no other power,
and can be happy in a wilderness or in a cave.

- It is not now neecessary to enter into a detailed
view of the persecutions against Christians in
Europe. 'Who that has not heard of them? It
is sufficient to observe that no difficulties, real
or imaginary, could deter the perseeuted Chris-
tians from seeking an asylum where, free from
interruption, they might adore their God, as
conscience dictated. America offered that asy~
lamn ; and to this circumstance it is due, that
the Wilderness is so fast giving way to cultiva-
tion, the internal resources of the country have
been explored and rendered operative, the seem-
ingly i‘:surmountable obstacles of the new coun-
try have disappeared, and a state of eomfoxt
equal to that of any part of Eurepe has been
produced. '

‘T'his comfort was wickedly marred by the
British government, while it ruled the North
Amwerican colonies, A desire to proceed to the
chief ohject of this work, and its limits preclu-
ding any particular recital of these evils, leaves
only room to remark, that they were sueh as to
ereate much unhappiness in the colonies, to-pro-
duce complaints, remonstrances, and petitions
to the mother country ; and finally, were car-
ril‘),ld to such excess as to be no longer suffer-
able, ' -

On the ever to be remembered 4th July 1776,
the people of these colonies, by their represen-
tatives in congress assembled, having published
& moderate but firm, a grevious, but true state-

e d wie wd 4 Bk e
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TIISTORY OF THE WAR. i1

and, ment of the multiplied injuries, inflicted on them,
n by by the British king and government, declared
ore- that' the united colonies « are, and of right
tion. ought to be, free and independent states.” These
wer, United colenies consisted of*the states of New-
ve. Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode-lsland, Con-
iiled necticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania,
18 ih Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina,

? 1t South-Carolina, and Georgia ; leaving England
real in possession of the provinces of Upper and
is- Lower Canada, New-Brunswick and Nova Secotia,
rom The contest, which succeeded, was looked on

, as by the world, with astonishment : its novelty
asy~ and its importance excited general interest.' A
that few people, without an army, without arms,
iva- without diseipline, or munitions of war. without

1ave money, without allies, opposing their unorgan-
em- ized force against a nation rich and powerful,
un- with numerous ships, armies, and navies, hav-
fort ing diseipliney money, credit and all the means
een of warfare, and being in possession of the colon-
ies, the inhabitants of which declared them-
the selves absolved from all allegiance to the erown
rih of Great Britain, was a crisis of uncommon mo-
the ment. The contest was &ong and severe ;a blood-
Ju- thirsty vengeance on one side led the British to
ves the most shameful excesses ; a determination te
3 1o live free or die, guided the people of America,
ro- under the direction of the great WasnineToN,
ons and the other sages and patriots in the field and
iy the eabinet, to a completion of all they wauted,
e all they wished. Tyrannylooked down, liberty
rejoiced, on the completion of the happy tri-

76, umph.
I, The wound inflicted on the pride and interest
ed of England, by this disruption of her empire,

to- was truly great, but still greater than was then
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contemplated. Under the dominion of England,
the increase of population would be slow, the
increase of commerce and manufactures still
slower: the country would be a warehouse for
British- manufactures, the inhabitants, a nursery
for British armies and navies. It was necessa-
ry that a people should be free ; that genius
should be unchecked, industry unrestrained, in
order to prove, how far free men were superior
to whatever theory could conceive of them.
The experiment has been successfully tried in
the United States.

., The country of a monarch wduld not in a
eentury recover from injury such as had been
suffered by the United States. ‘But the people
of America_felt all their toils and lvsses com-
pensated. by the aequisition of freedom ; they
stood ereet, and, as if by magic, appeared in all
the might of a nation.. In less than thirty years,
their country shook off the appearance of a howl-
ing wilderpess, their population increased three
fold, their manufactures ingreased so as to sup-
ply nearly all their wants, and every sea wit-
nessed their immensely inereased external trade ;
in short, they became the rivals of England.
A long course of, wars, and the revelutionary
war of Ameriea, more than any other, increased
the national debt of Great Britain to a great and
burthensome amount, 'T'o meet this exigency,
as well as to gratify the national wish, and to
provide for the further and growing charges in
support of foreign colonies, an inereased trade
was necessary. The industry of Englishmen
showed itself in the successful and unparalleled
extensiod of her manufactures, and the policy
of her rulers aimed at an undivided foreign
cemmerce, in support of the home systcm,

O M A e o, &
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The naval successes of Britain, during the
French war, had nearly accomplished her vast
design, The ships of Holland, France, Portu-
gal, Spain, and Italy had pearly disappeared
from the ocean ; those of Russia, and the other
naval powers of the north of Europe, had been
gained over fo the British interest, or destroyed
by the superiority of her fleets. The United
States, although in a state of infancy was yet
the only nation that had virtue or eourage suffi-
eient to move in a just course, uninfluenced by
intrigue, and unintimidated by menace, To-{
wards this nation, Britain, for years manifested
the most ungenerops, injurious and cowardly
conduet; amounting, in its effeets, to war, while
the United Statés pursuing an honorable and
pacific course, was debarred from making repri-
sal. 'This ope sided war, had it been permitted
to continue, would have sunk the States in the
esteem of foreign nations, dried up the sources of
their growing greatness, reduced themto a state
of contemptible imbeeility, and, not imprébably,
to a merited state of dependence—they might
again beeome colonies,—British eolonies.

Hitherto the Americans looked but little te
home manufactures, thé capital of the merchant
was employed on the ocean, and the people of
the interior found sufficient employment in til-
ling the soil.” T'here was a great and profita-
ble demand for every kind of produce, and the
citizens were in the habit of receiving manufae-
tures of all kinds from foreign nations, and par-
ticularl from England.

Had England been satisfied to contend for
eommereial superiority by fair means, - she
would long, very long, continue to supply the
United States with almest every kind of manu-

B
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facture ; ‘but she caleulated that the pacifie pol-
icy of the States would continue, and that the
political disputes among her own eitizens would
render her a weak enemy even in war; and it
is even probable, that the resubjugation of the
colonies were in a certain' expected event con-
templated. That event was to be the overthrow
‘of France. * Had the United States unresisting-
ly submitted until the restoration of the Bour-
bons, she would then have had war with a ven-
geance.

« The history of the present king of Great
Britain (says the declaration of independence) is
‘a history of repeated injuries and usurpations.”
'This weuld, at this day, be a just representation
‘of thé conduet of Great Britain, from the ter-
mination of the revolutionary, to the commence-
‘ment of the present war. Instead of dwelling
more minutely on.it, it is sufficient to say, that
"it was so contimyed, so multiplied and multifa-
rious that the United States had no alternative
but submission to wrongs by which they would
‘be degraded asa nation, or-an‘appeal to arms.
The latter was resorted to.

On Monday, the 1st of Jane, awonfidential
message was received, in both chambers of con-
gress, from the president of the United Statéa,
which'was read with closed doors, and referred,
in ‘each house, to committees, to reéport thereon.

The message (as appéared after the injure-
tion of secrecy was removed) was in'the follow-

dng words :
MANIFESTO,  *
o the Serate'and Hotse of 'Representatives of
the Pnited States.

1 corambinicate to Congress certain doduments, being a contin-
jon of those heretofore Tid before thein, on the ‘sabsect of bhr
with Great Brifain,
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Withedt going back beyond the renewal in 1803 of the war in
which Great Britain is engaged, and omitting unrepaired wrongs
of inferior magnitude, the conduct of her government presents &
series of acts hostile to the United States as an independent aund,
neutral mation. ' :

British eruisers have been in the eoutinued practice of violating
the Amerioan flag on the great highway of nations, and of seizing
and carrying off persous saifing uunder it; not in the exercise of &
helligerent right founded on the law of nations against an enemy,
but of a muuicipal prerogative over British subjects.  British jn-
risdiction is thus extended to neutral vessels in a situation where
no laws can operate but the law of nations and the laws of the
dountry to which the vesselsbelong ; and a self-redressis sssamed,
which, if British subjeets were wrongfully detsined and alone ean-
cerned, is that substitution of force, for a vesort to the responsi-
ble sovereign, which falls within the definition of war, Ceould the
seizure of British subjects in such cases be regarded as within the
oxercise of a belligerent right, the acknowledged laws of war,
which farbid an article of oaﬁturcd property to be adjudged Vil?-
eut s regular investigation before a competent tribubal, woull
imperiously demand the fairest trial, where the saered. rights of
persons were at issue.  In place of such a trial, these rights are
subjected 1o the will of every petty commander.

‘he practice, hence, is 80 far from effecting British subjects
aloue that, under the pretext of gearching for these, thousands of
Amcricn eitizens, under the safeguard of public law, and of their
natioval flag, have been torn from their country and every }n‘ :
dear to them; have been dragged on board shipsof wa':ga for-
eigu nation, and exposed, under the severities of their discipline,
to be exiled to the most distant and deadly c'imes, to risk their
lives in the battles of their oppressors, and to he the melancholy
instruments of taking away those of tjidir own brethren,

Aguinst this crying enormity,” which Great Britain would be ce
prompt to avenge if commmitted against hevself, the United States
have in vain exhausted remonstrances and expostulations. And
that no proof might be wanting o, their couciliatory dispositions,
and no pretext left for a eontinuance of the practice, the British

overnment was formally assared of the readiness of the United

States to enter into arrangements  such as could not be rl"ected,
if .the recovery of British subjects weve the real and the sole obe
Joct. The comunieation passed without effeet

British cruisers huve been in the practice also of violating the
vights, and the peace of our coasts. They hover over and har-
vass our depacting commerce  ‘I'o the most jnsulting pretensions
tiey have added the most lawless proceedings in our very har.
bors: and have wantonly spiit Ameriean blood within the sanctu-
ury of our territorial jurisdiction,  “F'he prineiples and rules en-
foreed by that uation, when a natural ‘naQon, against armed ves.
#uls or belligerents hovering nenr her cousts, and disturbing her
eommerce, are well known.  \When ealled on, nevertheless, by
the United Stutes, t» punish the greater offences committed by
her own vessels, her government Lias bestowed op thedr coramaen
dex additiamal marks ef Lisuor and cenfidence.
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Undet pretended blockades, without the presence of an ade- -
quate force, and sometimes without the praeticabiiity of applying
one, our commeree has been plundered in every sea; the great
staples of anr eountry have been eut off from their Jegitimate
markets; and a destructive blow aimed at our agricultural and
sparitime interests. In aggravation of these predatory measures,
they have been eonsidered as in force from the dates of their no-
tification ; a retrospective effeet being thus added, as has beew
done in other impertant cases, to the unlawfulness of the course

rsued. And to render the outrage the more signal, these mock

ockades have been reiterated and emforced in the faoe of official
dommuwieations frem the British government, declari g, as the
$rue definition of a legal blockade, * that particular ports must be
zctually invested. and previous warning given to vessels bound te
them not to enter.”

Not content with these cecasional expedients for laying waste:.
eur neutral trade, the cabinct of Great Britaln resorted. atlength
tothe sweéping system of blockades, under the name of Orders in
Council, which has been moulded and ‘managed as might best sui¢
its politien) views, its commercial jealousies, or the avidity of Bris
tish cruisers,

To our remonstranees against this complicated and transeen-
dent injustice of this innovation, the first reply was, that the gr-
dere were reluctantly adopted by Great Britain as a necessary re-
taliation on the decrees of her enemy proclaiming a generat bloek-.
adeof the British isles, at atime when the naval force of that en-
#y dared not to issue from his own ports. She was reminded;
without efféet, ghat her own prior blockades, unsugportcd by an
adequate paval force, actually applied and eontipued, were a bar
to this plea ; that executed edicts against millions of our proper-
ty could not be réctaliation on edicts, confessedly impossible to be
executed ; that retaliation, §p be just, should fall on the party set-
ting tlie guilty example, not on ai innocent party, which was not
even chargeable with an acquieseenee in it.

‘When deprived of this flimsy veil for a prohibition of our trade
with her enemy, by the repeal of his prohibition of our trade with
Great Britain, her cabinet, instead of a corresponding repeal, or
praetical discontinnance of its erders, formally avowec n{:tcrmip
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nation ta persist in them against the Unitéd States, untif the mar-
kets of her enemy should be laid open to British produtis; thus
usserting an obligation on a neutral power to réquire ouc belliger-
eut to encourage, by its internal regulations, the trade of another
belligerent; contradicting her own practice towards all nations, in
ypeace as well as in war ; and betraying the insincerity of those
professions which inculcated a belief that, having resorted to her
ovders with regret, she was anxious to find an oceasion for put-
ﬁni‘un end to them.

bandouning stilt morg all respect for the neutral rights of the
United States, and. for.its own Gonsisteney, the British govern.
ment now demaudrﬁgerequhitel to a rcpeal of its orders, as
they relate to the U States, that & formality should be ob-
served in the repeal of the French deerecs no wise negesvary te
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Gherr termination, nor exemplified by British usage ; and thit the
French repeal, besides including that portion of the decreeswhick
operates within a territorial jurisdiction, as well a8 that which op-
erates on the high seas against the commerce of the United States,
should not be a single special repeal in relation to the United
States, but should be extended to whatever other neutral nations

anconnected with them, may be affected by those decrees. Anc;
as an additional insult, they are called on for a formal disavowa§
of couditions and pretensions advanced by the French govern-
ment, for which the United States are so far from having made
themselves respousible, that, in official explanations, which have
béen published to the world, and in a correspondence of the
American minister at London with the British minister for for-
eign affairs, such a rgponsibility was explicitly and emphatically
disclaiiped.

It has become indeed sufficiently certain. that the commeree of
the United States is to he sacrificed, not as interfering with the
belligerent rights of Great Britain—not as supplying the wants of
her enemies, which she herself supplies ; but as interfering with
the monopoly which she eovets for her own commeree and navi-

tion. She carries on a war againat the lawful commerce of §

iend, that she may the botter carry on a commerce with an en-
emy—a commerce, poiluted by the forgeries and perjuries which
are for the most part the ouly passports by which it can sueeeed.

Auxious to make every experiment short of the last resort of
inyured nations: the. United States have with held from Great Bri-
tain, under suecessive modifications, the beuefits of a free inter-
course with their market, the loss of' which could not but outweigh,
the profits aceruing from her restrictions of our commerce with

¢ ether nations, Aud to entitle thése expeériments to the more fa-

vorable eonsideration, they were sp framed as to enable lier te
lace her adversary under the exclusive operation of them. Tp
rese appeals her government has been equally inflexible. as if
'willing to make sacrifices of every sort: rather than yield to the
¢laims of justice, or renoungce the errors of a false pride. Nay, se
far were the attempts carried to overcome the attachment of the
British eabinet to its unjust cdicts, that it reeeived every encour-
agement within the compctency of the executive branch of our
vernment, to expeset that a repeal of them would be followed
y a war between the United Suates and France, unless the
¥rench ediots should also be repealed. “Even this eommuuication,
although silencing for ever the plea of a disposition.in the United
States to acquiesce in those edicts, originally the sole plcaof them,
yeeeived no attention.

If uo gther proof existed of a predetgrmination of the Britigh
goverpment aguinst a repeal of ite orders, it might be foultd in the
eorrespondence of the minister plenipotentiary of “the United
States at London, and the British secretary for foreigu affairs, in
1810. on the question whether the bloekade of May, 1806, was
gousidered as in foree, or a8 notinforce. It had been aseertained’

that the French government- which urged this blockade as the
“ground of its Berlin decree, was willing, in Use event of is remeyal
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to.repeal-that decree; which, being followed by alternate repeals
of the other offefisive edicts, might abolish the whole system on
both sides. This inviting opportunity for accomplishing an ob-
ject: 80 important ta the United States, and professed so often to

the desire of both the belligerents, was made known to the
British government.  As that government admits.that an actual
application of an adequate force 1s necessary to the existence of a
legal blockade, and it was notovious, that if such a force had ever
been applied, its long discontinuance had annulled the blockadein
question, there could be no sufficient objection on the part of G.
Britain te a formal revocation of it; and no imaginable objection
to a deelaration of the fact that the blockade did not exist, The
declaration .would have been consistent with her avowed princi-
plesiof blockade, and would have enabled the United States to de-
mand from France the pledged repeal of her decrees; either with
succesd, in which case the way would have been opeued for agena
eral repeal of the belligerent edicts, or witheut suecess, in which
case the United States would be justified in turning their mea-
sures exelusively against France. The British government would,
however, neither rescind the blockade, nor declare its non-exis-
tence ; mer permitits non-existence to be, inferred and affirmed
by the American plenipotentiary. On the contrary, by repre-
sénting the blockade to be cemprehended in the orders in coun-
eil, the United States were compelled so to regard it in their sub-
sequent proceedings.

here was a period when a favorable change in the policy of
the British cabinet, was justly considered as established. The
minister plenipotentiary of' his Britannie majesty here proposed
gn adjustment of the differences more. immediately endangering
the harmony of the two countries. The proposition was aceept-
¢d with a promptitude and cordiality corresponding with the -
warigble professions of -this government A foundation appeared
€0 be laid for a sineere and lasting reeoneiliation. The prospect;
however, quickly vanished. The whole proceeding was disavow-
ed by the’ British government, without any explanations which
Gould at that time repress the belief, that the disavowal proeced-
ed from a spirit of hostility to the ecommervial rights and prosperi-
ty of the United States. And it has since come into proof, that
at thé very moment when the public minister was holding the lan-
g?age of frieudship. and inspiving ‘confidence in the sincerity
of the negociation with® which he was charged, a seeret agent of
his government was employed in iutrigues, having for their ob-
Jeet a subversion of cur governmeut, and a dismemberment of
“our happy union.

In-reviewing the conduct.of Great Britain towards the United
States; our attention is' necessarily drawn™to the warfare just re-
newed by the sayages on otie of our extensive frontiers; a warfare
whieh is known to spare neither age nor sex, and to be distinguish-
ed by featurcs peculiarly shacking to humanity. It is diffieult to
aecount for the activity and combinations which have for sometime
been dev_elo ing themselves among tribes in the ¢onstant inteps
soucse with Buitish traders and garrisors, witheut connesting i
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beostility with that ?nﬂuenco, and without recollceting the-authen-
ticated examples of such interpositiens heretofore furnished by
the officers and agents of that govornment.

Suach is the spectacle of injuries and indignities which have been
heaped on our country ; and snch the crisis which its unexampled
forbearanee and coneiliatory efforts have not been able te avert.
It might at leas en expected, that an enlightened nation,
if less urged | obligations or invited By tricudly disposi<
tions on the pa the Uaited States, would have found - in its:
true interest alone, a sufficient meotive ta respect their rights and
their tranquillity on the bigh seas; and that an enlarged poliey,

would have favored that firee and general girculation of commeree,“

in which the British nation is at all times interested, and which,/
in times of war. is the best alleviation of its calamities to hgrsel
28 well as the other belligerents; and more especially that the
British cabinet would not, for the sake of a ‘)recariom andisurrep-
titious intercourse ‘with hostile markets, have perseveped in _{
course of measures which necessarily put at hazard the invaluable *
market of a great and growing country, disposed to cultivate the
mutual advantages of an active eommerce, .

Other councils have prevailed. Our moderation and coneilia-
tion have had no other effect than te eneourage perseverance, and
to enlarge pretensions,—W e behold our seafaring citizensstill the
daily vietims of lawless violence eommitted on the giedt common
and hi&hwa)’ of unations, even within sight of the country, which.
owes them protection. We hehold our vessels. freighted with the
produets of our soil and industry, or returning wigh the honest
proceedsof thenr, wrested from their lawful destinations, -confis-
.eated by prize-courts, ne longer the organs.ef public law, but the
instruments of arbitrary edicts; and their unfortunate crews dis-
persed and lost, or forced or inveigled, in British ports, into Brit-
wsh fleets ; whilst arguments are emgleyed in support of these ag-
grtssions which bave no foundation butin a prineiple equally sup-
porting a elaim (o regulate our external commerce in' all cases
whatsoever. '

We behold, in fine, on the side of Great Britain, a state of wat.
against the United States, on the side of the United States, a
state of penée towards Great Britain.

Whether the United States shall continue passive under the
progressive usurpations, and these aecumulating wrongs : or
posing force to foree in defence of their natura! rights, shall com-
mit a just cause into the hands of the Almighty disposer of events,
avoiding all connexions which might entangte itin the contests or
views. of ‘other powérs, and preserving a constant réeadiness to.
concur in an honorable re-establishment of peace and friendship,
is a solemn question®which the constitution wisely éonfides 1o the
legislative department of the government. Ia recomme it
ta their early deliberations, F'am happy in the assuranee that

decision will be worthy the enlightened and patriotic councits ofa.

\

. ¥irtuous, a free, and a powerful nation.

Having presented this view of the relations of the Uiited States
with. Great Britain, and of the solemn alternative growing out.ef
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them, T proceed to remark, that the communications last made
t6 congress on the subject of our relation with France, will have
shown, that since the revocation of her decrees as they violuted
the neatral ri?bta of the United States, her government has aun-
thovised illegal captures, by its privateers and public ships, and
that other  outrages have been practise up vessels and our
citizens. It wilt haye been seen also. th mnity had beem
provided, or satistg,nrily pledged for th sive spoilationg
wvommitted under the violent aud retrospective orders of the
French goverament against the property of our citizens seizeq
within the jurisdiction of France. [Fabatain at this time from re-
eommending to the consideration of congtess definitive measures
with respeet to that nation, .in theexpectation, that the result of
uncldsed discussions between our minister plenipoteutiary at Par-
is and the French government, will speedily enable congress te
descidey with greater advantage, ou the course due te the rights,
the interests, and the honor of cur country.

JAMES MADISOMN.

Washington, June 1, 1812

Mpr, Calhoun, from the committee of foreign re-
Jations. of the houseof representatives, to whom
was peierred the President’s message, made a
report, on the 3d June, of which the following
1S a Gopy.

The Committee on Poreign Relationsy to whom was referred the
Message of the President of the United States, of the 18t of*
Juneé, 1812.

BEPORT — .

That after the experience which the United States have had
of the great injustice of the British government towards them, ex-
emplified by ss many acts of violence and oppressiou, it will be
anpowe difficult to justify to the impartial world their patient forbear~
ance, than the measures to which it _has become peeessary to re-
sort, to & the wrongs and vindicate the rights and honor of
the nation. I committee are h{})py'b gbserve;, on a dispas-
sionate review of the sonduct of the Uniteqd States, t{mt they see in
# no eause for eensure. .

A€ along forbearance under injuries ought ever to be counsidered
A virtne in any natiop,it isone which peculiarly becomegthe Unitod
States. . No people ever had stronger motives to cherish peace
soné have ever cherished it with greater sieerity and geal,

Bat the period has now arrived, when the United States musé
-support their character and station among the nations of the eavth,
;ansubmit to the most shameful'deg ulaiion  Forbeéarance hys
eeased to be a virtue, - War on the one side, snd peace on the
-ather, is a situation asruinous us it is disgraccful. The mad amb®
.#ion, the lust of power, and commercial avarice of Great Britaip
arvogitig to herself the eomplete depainion of tboguu. wt#
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ercising overit anunbounded and lawless tyranvy, have 1éft to neu-
tral nations an alternative only, between the base surrender of
their rights, and a manly virtieation of them. Happi'y for the
United States their destiny..under the aid of heaven, is in their
own hands. The erisis is formidable only by their love of peace.
As so0on as it becomes a duty to relinquish t: at sitnation, danger
disappears. They, have suffered no wrongs they have received
no insults, however great, for which they eannot obtain redress.

More than seven years have elapsed sinee the commeneément.
of this system of hostile aggression by the British governmént, on
the rights and interests of the United States. The manserofits
commencement was not lesshostile, thar the spirit with which it
has been prosecuted. The United States have invariably done
every thing in’ their power to preserve the relations of friendship
with Great Britain. Of this disposition, they gave a distinguished
proof at the moment when they were made the victims afan op-
posite poliey. The wrongs of the last war had net been ten
at the esmmencement oFsthe present one. They warned us cf
dange s, against which it was sought to gm\'ide. As carly asthe
year 1804, the minister of.the United States at London, wak in-
structed to inviie the British government to enter into a negoéies
tion on all the points on which a collision might arise between the:
two countries in the eourse of the wary and to propose to'it an ars
pangement of their claimson faiir and reasonable conditions. The
invitation was accepted. A negociation had commenced #nd was
depending, and nothing had occurred to exeite a doubt that it
would not terminate to the satisfaction of both parties. It was a
thist me, and under these circumstances. that an attack Was madey
by surprise, onan important branch of - the Ameriean eree,
which affeeted every part of the United States, and involved thany
of their citizéns in ruin. X

The commerce on which this attack was so uncxpccted'}'madc,
was between the United States and the eolonies of France, Spain
and other enemies of Great Britain. _A commeree just in itself;
sanctioned by the'example of Great BFitain, in regard to thetrade
with her own colonics ; sanctioned by a solemn act between the
two governments in the last war, and sanctioned by the practice of
the British government in the present war, more than two years
having then clapsed without any interference with it.

The injustice of this attack could only Yt equalled by the absur-
dity of the pretext alledged for it. It was pretended by the Brit-
ish government, that in case of war, her enemy had noright to mod-
ify its 6olonial regulations, ;80 as to mitigate the calamitiesof war
to the_ iphabitants of its colonies. This pretensions peetliar to
Great Britain, is utterl; incompatible with the rights of soverei
in every independent state. {;‘ we recur to the well-establishe
and universally admitted law of nations, we shall find no sanetion to
[itin that venerable code. The sovereignty of every state is ¢o-
extensive with its dominions, and cannot be abrogated or gartailéd
4n its rights, as to any part, except by conquest. Neutral pations
kave a right to trade to every port of either belligerent, whieh is
nat legally blogkaded, and in all articles which are not contrabgod
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of war. Such is the absurdity of this pretension, that your ecua-
mittee are aware, especially after the able manner in which it has
hegn heretofare refuted and exposed, that they would offer an.in-
sultto the understanding of the house, if they enlarged onit; and
ifany thing could add to the high sense of the injustice of the Bris
tish government in the transaction, it would be the cantrast whick
her eonduct exhibits in regard to this trade, and in regard to a

similar trade, by neutrals with her-own colonies. It is krnown ta
" the world, that Great Britain regulates her own trade in war and
in peace, at home and in her colanies, as she finds for her interest
—that in war she relaxes the restraints of ber colonial system in
favor of the coloniesy and that it never was suggested that she had
mot a vight to do it; or that a neutral, in taking advantage of the
relaxation, violated a belligerent.right of her enemy. But with
Greut Britain, every thing is lawful. It is only in a trade with
her enemies that the United States can do wrong. With them
all trade is unlawful. :

In the year 1793, an attack was made by the British governs
ment on the same brauch of our neutral trade, which had neavly
mvolved.the two countries in a war. The difference, however,
was amicably accommodated. Fhe pretension was withdrawn,
and reparation made to the United States for the losses which
they had suffered byiit. ¥t was fair to infer, from that arrange-
ment, that the commerce was deemed by the British government
lawfu!, and that it would not be again disturbed.

Had the Buritish government been resolved to cootest this trade

g:)_neutral_a,.it was due to the character of the British natiom
t the deeision should be made known ta the government of

the United States. The cxistence of a negociation whieh had
been invited by our government, for the purpose of preventing
diffe by an amieable arrangement of their respective pres
teusions, gave a strong claim to the notifieation, while it affore
ded the fairest opportunity forit. But a very different palicy an-
imated the then gabinet of England  The liberal ‘confidence and
friendiy oveirtures of the United States were taken advantage of
to ensnare them.  Steady to its purpose, and inflexibly hostile to
this country, the British government calily looked forward tethe
mowment when it might give the most deadly wound to our inters
ests. A trade, justan itself, which wasseeaved by so many strong
and sacred pledges, whs considered safe. Our “citizcus, with
their usnal industry and cuterprise, had embarked in it a vast pro-
portion of their shipping. and of thew capital, which were at sea,
under ne other protection than the law of nations, agd the confi-
dence which they reposed in the justice and friendship of the
British nation. At .this period the unexpeeted blow was given.
Many of our vessels was seized, earried into pert, and eondemued
by a tribunal which, while it professes to respect the law of na-
tions, obeys the mandates of dts own government. Handreds of
ether vessels were driven from the oeean, and the trade itsell, im
a great measure, suppressed  The effect produced by this attaek
o the lawful cominerce of the United States, was such as might

Mo hagn cepeeted fram a virtaons, independouty and highly
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eGu- fured people. But one sentiment pérvaded the whole Ameriean
it has nation. No local ‘interests were regarded; no sordid mgtives
\nin- felt. Without looking to the parts which suffered most, the in-
. and vasion of our rights was considered a common cause, and from
» Bris ene extremity of sur Union to the other, yas heard the voiee of
vhich an united people, calling on . their government to avenge theiv
ltoa wggngs, and vindieate the rights and honor of the country.
vn ta “rom this period the-Britith government has gone on in &
rand sontinued emeroachment on the rights and interests of the United
erest States, disregarding in its course, in many instances, obligations
wn which have heretofore been held sacred by eivilized nations
2 had In May 1806, the whole coast of the contiment, fi'om the Elbe
{ the fo Brest inelusive, was declared to be in a state of hlocksde. By

with this act, the well:established principles of the law of nations, prin-
with siples which huave served for ages as guides, and fixed the boun-
them dary between the rights of belligérents and neutrals, were viola-
fed: By the law of nations. as recognized by Great Britain her-
verns gelf, no blockade is lawful, unless it be sustained by the appliea-
eavly tion ofean adequate force, and that an adeéquate foroe wasapplied
gver, to this blockade, in Ttafall extent, will wothe pretended. 'Whether
awn, Great Britain was able to maintain legally so extensive ablockade,
rhich -aongidering the war in which she is engaged, requiring sueh ex-
\nge- tensive naval operations, is a question which it is not necessa
ment at this time to examime. It is sufficient to be known, that su

force wasnot applied, and this-is evident from the térms of the

rade blockade itsélf, by ‘which, comparatively, an inconsidertble por-

atiom tion of the coast only was declared to be’in ‘a state of gtriet and
it of figorous blockade. The objection to the measure iswot dimine
had ished by that circumstance. If the force was not -applied,  the
nting Plockade ‘was ‘unlawfol, from whitéver cause the failure might
pres proceed. The belligerent “who inttitates the blockade, Jsamiot
ffore absolve tself from the ohligation to dpply ‘the foree under su
y ane pretext whatever. For a belligerent 1o refax a blockade which
. and would not maintain, it would be a réfinement-in injustice, not loes
e of insu'ting 'to the 'understanding’than répugnint to the law of wa-
le to “#ons. To elaim merit frem the mitigation of an evil, which ‘the
pthe party had not the power, or found it inédhvenient to infliet, would
ters be a new mode of encroaching on neutral rights. Your" committee
rong think it just to remark, that this act of the"Btitish 'government
with ddes not appear to hiave been adopted in ‘the Bense in which it liss
pro- ‘been $imte edtistraed. On eonsideration of #ll 'the ‘civéurnstances,
sea, “attending the measure, and particulirty ‘the-character of the dig-
onfi- winguished statesman ‘who annotiriced it, we #re persaaded that it
the ‘was conceived in « spirit ‘of ‘concilidtion, and intended to lead towm
ven. “Becorimodation of ' all differetives betireen 'the United States and
wed ‘Great Britdin.  His defith disappointed that h #nd the aet as
" na- “ince Hecome subservient ‘to dther purposes. It' has been made
ls of

hy his suceessor a pretext for that vastsystem of usarpation whi

i, in ’h{n nolweiappréned and ‘iltftassed U:Z'ctommme; v
taek The nextaet ofthe British govertment which claims oorutten.
ight: tlon, is the order-of cduncil of January 7, 1807, by ‘which neutral
r i Plers ke protilited tfatiog from one port toarotierof Prauee
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or her allies, or any other eountty with which Great Britain might -8
not freely trade. By this order the pretention of England, here- P
tofore claimed by every other power, to prohibit neutrals dispo- ]
> sing of parts of their cargoes at different ports of the same enemy, ¥
® revived, and with vast accumulation of injury. Every enemy, ool
however great (he number or distant from each other is eonsid- 1
ered one. and the like trade ever with powers at peace with En- ";
gland, who from motives of polioy had ex luded or restrained her ;;‘
ecommerce, was also prohibited. 1In 'this act the British govern- poi
ment évidently disclaimed all regard for neutrsl rights. Aware th
that the measures authorised by it could find no pretext in any ed
belligerent right, none was urged To prohibit the sale of our ba
produce. consisting of innocent articles, at any port of a belligerent ha
#ot blockaded. to consider every belligerent as one, und subjeot ou
neutrals to the same restraints with all, asif there was but one, the
were bold encroachments, But to restrain. or in any manner in- <o
terfere with our commerce with neutral nations with whom she sel
had_ no justifiable cause of war. for the sole reason that they re- the
strained or excluded from their ports her ecommerce, wag utterly the
incompatible with the pacific relation subsisting between the two vue
eouptries. . «IJ:O
We proceed to bring into view the British Order in Counci', .mf
of November 11th, 1807, which superseded every other order, ) 'l}
and consummated that system of hostiiity on the commerce of the ofo
United States which has been since so steadily pursued. By this digt
erder ali France and her aliies, aud every other country at war harl
with Great Britain, or with which she was not at war, from which tion
the British flag was excluded, and al the colonies of her enemies give
were subjécted to the same restrictions as if they were actually ofth
blockaded in the most strict and rigorous manner, and ail trade in derg
articles the produce and manufaeture of the said countries and coj- knos
onigs, and the vesse s emgaged in it were subjected to capture and F”’“‘
eondemnation as lawhul prizes. To this ord’cr certain exceptions e |
were made, which we fqrbear to notice, because they were not :"'-i'l';“
adopted from a regurd to neutra’ rights, but were dictated by po- pro 'l
licy to premote the commerce of England, and so far as they rela- c,i,;"
tm{ toneutra powers, were said to emanate from the clemency gove
of the British government. Wi
It would be superfluous in your committee to state. that by this Sures
order the B itish government declared direct and positive war front;
against the United Stutes. The dominion of the ocean was com- mves|
pietely usurped by it a'l commeree forbidden and every flag driv- the p
en from it, or subjected to capture and condemuation, which did wanti
not subserve the poicy of the British governmeut by pnyinq}x‘t Svmpt
tribute\ apd sai'ing under its sanction. ¥From ihis period the Unis {"'""d
ted States have incurred the heaviest losses and most mortifying ‘a’ 0 W
humitiaiions, They have borne the caiami ies of war without re- Bricn
torting them on i s authors. ';.Il(fl‘“l
So far yeur commitiee has presented to the view of. the House War‘i'aey
the augressions which have been commitied under the authority of A0 its ¢
the British government on the commerce of the United States.— sfaman
We will new preceed to other wrongs, which have beem stil more f‘,m
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-geverely felt. Among these is the impressment of our seamen, n
practice which has been unceasingly maintained by Great Britain
10 the wars to which she has been a party since our revolulions
Yourcomniittee cannot convey, in adequate terms, the deep sense

might
here-
dispo-

emy, which they euntertain of the injustice und oppression of this proceed-
nemy, ing. Under the pretext of impressing British seamen, our fellow-
onsid- citizend are seized in British ports, on the high seas, and in every
h En- other quarter to which the Biitish power extends, are taken on

wd her hoard British men of war, and comipelled to serve there as DBritish

yvern- subjects.  Ju this mode our citigens are wantonly snatched from
\ware their country and their families, deprived of their liberty,and doom-
in any edto an ignmnipious and slavish bondage, c'umpelled to fight the
»f our battlesof a foreign country, and often to perish in them. Our flag
g(‘rent_ has given them no protection ; it has heen un(‘easmp,ly violated, anc
ubjeet our vessels exposed to danger by the loss of the men taken from

them. Your committee need not remark, that while the practice is

tone, continued, it is impossible for the United States (o consider them-

nek e selves an independent nation. Every new case is a new proof of
m she theirdegradation. Its continuance is the mare unjystifiable, because
ey re- the United States have repeatedly proposed to thd British govern-
utterly ment an arrangement which would secure to it the control of its own
he two peaple. An exemption of the citizens of the United States from this

degrading oppression, and their flag from violation, is all they have
ounei', sought:

order, This lawless waste of our trade, andequally unlawful impressment
: of the of onr seamen, have heen much aggravated by the insults and in-
Jy this diguities attending them. Undet the pretext of hlockading the
at war harbars of I'rance and herallies, British squadrons have been sta-
which tioned on our ewa coast, to watch and "annoy our own trade. To
nemies giveeffect to the blockade of Europeau ports, the ports and harbors

wually of the United States have been blogkaded . In execuling these or
i R ders of the British goverument, or in obeying the spirit which was
’n:ld:(:;‘ known to animate it, the commauders of these squadrons have en-
n - ;

eroached on our jurisdiction, seized our vessels, and cairied into ef-

re _3“‘ fect impressments within onr limits, and  done'other acta of. gre.t
eptions injustice, violence, and oppression. The United States have seen,
re not with mingled indignation and surprire, that these acts, jnstead of
by po- procuring to the perpetrators the punishment due to vnauthoriscd
1y rela- crimes, havemnot failed to recommend them to the favor of their
:mency government.

Whether the British government has contributed by active mea-
by this sures to excite azainst us the hostility of the Savage tribes on our
ve war frontiers, your gommittee are not disposed to occupy wuch time in
\8 COm® mnvestigating. »Cerla[n indications of general notoriely may sup;ly
z driv- the place of duthentic documents; though these have not bren
8 h did wanting to establish the fact in some instances. It is known that
R symptoms of Rritish hostility towards the United States have never
"“%‘.", failed to produce corresponding symptoms among those trihes, It i3
he Um also well known, that on all such occasions, abundant supplies of
inifying the ordin#ry munitions of war have been offered by the ageuts of
jout re« Britich commercial companies, and even {rom British garrisons,

wherewith they were enabled to commence that system of Bavage
» House warfare on our frontiers, which has heen at all times indiseriminaie

wority of {0 ite effect, on all ages, sexes aud conditionsy and so revoltiug Lo
tales.— slulixr).mily. . _
4 more Your commitiee would be much gratified, i they could close herg

% C
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the details of British wrongs ; but it is their duty to recite another
act of still greater malignity, than any of those which have been
already brought to your view. The attempt to dismember our
Union; and overthrow our excellent constitution, hy a secret mis-
sion, the object of which was to foment discontents and_excite insur-
rection against the copstituted authorities and laws of the nation,
as lately disclosed by the agent employed in it, affords full proof
that thereis no bound to the hostility of-the British governmeat to-
wards the United States—no act, {:mvever unjostifiable, which it
would not commit to accomplish their ruin. ’flhis attempt excites
the greater horror, from the consideration that it was made while
the United States and Great Britain were at peace, and an amica-
ble negociation wasdepending between them for the accommodation
of their diferences, through public ministersregularly anthorised for
the purpose.

The United States have beheld, with unexampled forhearance,
this continued series of hostile enéroachments on their rights and
interests, in the hope that, yielding to the force of friendly remon-
strances, often repeated, the British goveroment might adopt a
more just policy towards them ; but thag hope no longer exists.—
They have also weighed impartially the reasons which have been
vrged by the British government in vindication of these encroach-
ments, and found in them npeither justification nor apology.

The British government has a{ledged in vindication of the Or-
dersin Council, that they were rcsorted to as a retaliation” on
France, for similar aggressions committed by her on our neutral
trade with British dominions. But how has this plea been sapport-
ed P The datesof British and French aggressions are well known
tothe world. Theirorigin and progress have been marked with
too wide and destructive a waste of the property of our fellow-ci-
tizens, to have been forgotten.—The decree of Berlin, of Nov. 21st,
1806, was the first aggression of France inthe presept war. Eight-
een months had been elapsed after the attack made by Great Bri-
tain on our neutral trade, with the colonies of France and her allies,
and six months from the date of the proclamation of May, 1806 —
Even on the 7th Jan. 1807, the date of the first British order in
council, so short a term had elapsed after the Berlin decree, that it
was hardly possible that the intelligence of it should have reached
the United States. A retaliation which is to produce fts effect, by
eperating on a neutral power, ought not to be resorted to, till the
neutral had justifed it by a culpable acquiescence in the unlawful
act of the other belligereat. [t ought to he delayed until after suf-
ficient time had been allowed to the neutral to remenstrate against
the measure complained of, to receive an answer and to act on it,

. which hasnot been done in the present instance ; and when the or-
der of Nov. 11th was issued, it is well known that a minister of
France had declared to the minister plenipotentiary of the U. 8.

* at Paris, that it was not intended that the decree of Berlin should

apply to the United States. It isequally well known, that no A-
merican vessel had then been condemned under it, or sefzure beea
made, with which the British government was acquainted. The
facts preve incontestibly, that the measures of France, howevér ea-
Justifiable in themselves, were nothing more than a pretext for those
of England. And ofthe insufficiency of that.pretext, ample proof
has already been afforded by the British government itself, and ia
the most impressive form.  Although it was declared that the -or-

W
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another ders in council were retaliatory on France for her decrees, it wap
ve been also declared, andkin the orders themselves, that owing to the su-
er our eriority of the Bitish navy, by which the fleets of gFrance and
ret mis- :er allies were conffidd within. their own ports, the French decrees
te ipsur- were considered oplylas empty threats.

nation, It is nojustification\of the wrongs of one power, that the like
Al proof were commitied by another, nor onght the fact, if true, to have
weat to- heen urged by either, asit could afford'no proofofitslove of justice,
rhich it efits magnanimity, or even of its courage. It is more worthy the

excites ivnvernment of a great nation, to relieve than to assail the injured.

le while or can the repetition of wrongs by another power repair the viola-
| amica- ted rights or wounded honor of the injured party. An utter ina-
jodation bility alone to resist, would justify a guiet surrender of our rights,
rised for and degrading submission to the will of others. To that condition
the United States are not reduced, nor do they fear it. That they

sarance, ever consented to diseuss with either power the misconduct of the
thts and ether, is a proof of their love of peace, of their moderation, and of
remon- the hope which they still indulged, that friendly appeals to just and
adopt a generous sentiments would not be made to them in vain. But the
exists.— motive was mistaken, if their forbearance was imputed, either to the
wve been want of a just sensibility to their wroongs, or of a determination, if

croach- . suitable redress was not obtained, to resent them. The time has now

arrived when this system of reasoning must cease—It would be in-

the Or- sulting to repeatit—It would he degrading to hearit. The United

ition” on States must act as an independent nation, and assert their righis

neutral and avenge their nrongs, according to their own estimate of {hem,

support- with-the party who commits them, holding it responsible for its own
| known misdeeds, unmitigated by those of another.

ked with For the differénce made between Greatl Britain and France, by
‘ellow-ci- the application of the non-importation act against England only,
‘ov. 21st, the motive has been already too offen explained, and is too well

Eight- known to require further illustration. Tn the commercial restric-
reat Bri- tions to which the United States resorted as an evidence of their
er allies, sensibility, and and a mild retaliation of their wrongg, they jnvari-
A |:06..— ably placed both powers on the same (ooting, holding out to each
order in

in reepect to itself, the same accommodation, in case it accepted the

, that it condition offered, and in respect to the other, thesame restraint, if
reached it refused. Had the British government confirmed the'arrangement
fect, by which was entered into by the British Mioi-ter in 1809, and France
. till the maintained her decrees, with France would the United States have
anlawful bad to resist, with the firmness beloneging to their character, the con-
after suf- tinned violation of their riglits. The committee do net hesitate to
» against declare, thatFrance has greatly injured the U.:8tateg, and that
ct on it, satisfactory repartion has not yet heen made for many of those in-
n the or- Juries. But, that is a concero which the United States will look to
nister of apd settle «for themeelves. 'The high character of the American
he U. 8. people, is a sufficient pledge to the world, that-they will not fail to
n should settle it, on conditions which they havea right to elaim,
at no A- More recently tie true policy of the British government towards
ure beea the United States has heeen completely unfolded. It bas bheen
wd. publicly declared by thase in power that the orders in conncil should
reyér wl- not be repealed uvntil the French govermment had revoked all its
for those internal restraints on the British commerce, and thal the trade of
ple proof the U. States with*France and her allies, shonld be prohibited until
, and ia Great Britain was also allowed to trade with them. By this de-

the -or- claraticn it appears, that to satisfy the pretensions of the British
n ]
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_government, the United States must join Great Biitain in the war
with France, and prosecute the war, nntil Franée, should be suhdu-
ed, for without her subjugation, it were in vaiyfto presume on such
# concession.” The hostility of the British government to these states
has heen still further disclosed. It has heen made manifest that the
Whnited States are considercd by it as the commercial rival of Grea

Britain, and that their prosperity and growth are incompatihle wit

Mer welfare  When all these circumstances are taken finto con:
sideration, it i imposible for your committee to doubt the mc.

‘tives which heve governed the British Ministry in all its measures

towards the U. States since the year 1805. E(Lually ig it impos<ihle
todoubt, Jonger, the course which the United States ought to pursue
tewards Great Britain
" From this view of the multiplied wrongs of the British govern-
ment since the commencement of the present war, it must be evident
to the impartial nworld, that the contest which is now forced on the
I, States, is radically a contest for their sovereignty and indepen«
dence. Your committee will not enlarge on any of the injuries,
however great, which have had a transitory effect. They wish ta.
eall the attention of the House to those ofa permanent natureonly,
which intrenchso deeply inour most important rights, and wound so
extensively and vhafl our hest interests, as could not fail to de-
vive the U. States of the principal advantages of thejr revolution,
if sulmitted to. 1'he control of our commerce by Great Britain, in
regulating at pleasure and expelling it almost from the ocean; the
oppressive manner in which these regulations have been carried into
esgct, by ‘seizing andeonfiscating such of our vessels with their cap-
goes, a¢ were said to haveviolated her edicts, often without previous
waening of their danger ; the impressment of our citizens from on
board our own vessels, on the high seas, and elsewhere, and holding
them in bondageuntil it suited-the cenvenience of their oppressors
to deliver themup, are encroachments of that high and dangerous
teadency which could not fail to produce that pernicious effect, nor
would those be the only consequences that would result from it.—
‘he British government might, for a while, be satisfied with the as--
endency thus gained overus, but its pretensions would soon in-
crease,  The proof, which so complete aud disgracefula submission
to its aythority would afford of our degeneracy, could not fail to in-
spire confidence that there was no limit to which its usurpations
and our degradation might not he carried.

Yaur committee, believing that the free born sons of America are
worthy to enjoy the liberty which their fathers purchased at the
price of so much'blood and treasure, and seeing, in the measures a-
dopted by Great Britain, a course commenced and persisted in, which,
might lead-to a loss of national character and independence, feel no
hesitation in advising resistance by force, in which the* Americans
of the present day will grove to the enemy and tothe world, that we
have not only inherited that liberty which our fathers gave'us, hut
also the wirL aod powsr to maintain it. Relying on the patriot-
ism of the nation, and confidently trusting, that the Lord of Hosts
will go with us to battle in a righteous cause, and crown our pﬂbr%:
with snccess—your committee recommend an immediate appeal (b

. ARMS,




HISTORY OF THE WAR. 29

P The report was, after two ineffectual motions
e subdo- to have the doors opened, ordered to lie on the

on such
westates tab!e'

that the Mr. Calhoun, from the same committee, on
pLore leave given, presented a bill, declaring war be-
)Mo con - tween Gireat Britain and her dependencies, and
‘,':,:,,','::; the United States and their territories. This

poscihle bill was warmly opposed and debated for two
iy days; when the question being taken, shall the

gorem said bill pass? It was resolved in the affirma-
on the, tive.

Ak The Yeas and Nays were as follows :

vish ta. YEAS.

bk 1 New- Hampshire. Dinsmoor, Hall, and Har-
| to de- per—38.

2::01'0 Massachusetts. Seaver, Carr, Green, Rich-
in; the ardson, Turner, and Widgery—6.

3 oy Rhode-Island. None.

evious Vermont. Fisk, Shaw, and Strong—S$..

ine Connecticut. None.

ressors New-York. Pond, Avery, and Sage—3..

R e New-Jersey. Condit and Morgan—2.

n'it.— Pennsyloania. Seybert, Anderson, Brown;.
i Roberts, Findley, Smilie, Lyle, Whitehill, Bard,.
iission Davis, Lefever, Hyneman, Piper, Laecock,.

I e Crawford, and Smith—16.

Delaware. None.

g Maryland. Kent, Little, M<Kim, Ringgold,.
res a- Brown, and Archer,.—6.
e Virginia. Nelson, Gholsen, Goodwyn, New--

icans

; ton, Taliaferro, Dawson, Basset, Smith, Hawes,.
it we

Roane. M'Koy, Pleasants, Clopton, and Bure-

5, bu
triot- well.—14,
fort North-Carolina. Alston; Blackledge, Macon;,

al King, Cochran, and Pickens.—6.
South-Carelina.. Williams, Cheves, Fowndes,,
Butler, Calhoun, Earle, Winn, and-Moore.—8;.
€3
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Georgia. 'Troup, Bibb, and Hall.—38.

Kentucky. Johnson, Pesha, New,uM:Kee,
and Ormsby.—5.

Tennessee. Rhea, Grundy, and Sevier.—§,

Ohio. Morrow.—1.

NAYS.

New-Hampshire. Bartlett, and Sullivan.—2.
- Muassachusetts. Quincy, Reed, Taggart, Ely,
Brigham, White, Tallman, and Wheaton.—8.

Rhode-Island. Potter, and Jackson.-—2.

Vermont. Chittenden.—1.

Connecticut.  Sturges, Davenport, Mosely, ‘

Champton, Tallmadge, Pitkin, and. Law.—7.

New-York. Bleecker, Emot, Cooke, Fitch,
Gold, Sammons, Stow, Tracy, Van Cortlandt,
Mitehill, and Metealf.—11.

Wew-Jersey. Boyd, Hufty, Maxwell, and
Newbold,—4. '

Pennsylvania. Milnor, and Rodman.—2.

Detaware. Ridgely.—1.

Marylgnd. XKey, Goldsborough, and Stew-
att—s.

Virginia. Randolph, Lewis, Baker, Breck-
enridge, and Wilson.—5.

North-Carolina. Pearson, M<Bryde, and
Stanford.—3.

South-Carolina. Nene,

Georgia. None.

Kentucky. None:

Tennessee. Nene.

.@Qhio. None.

Yeas 79
Nays 49

Majority for War 80
" On the 5th of June, a eonfidential message
was received by the Senate, from the House of

MY S ANE ~B8 -~
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Represeniatives, by Mr. Maeon and Mr. Find-
ley, two of their members—Mr. Macon, chair-
man :

¢ Mr. President—The House of Representa-
tives have passed a bill, entitled ¢ An act de-
claring war between Great-Britain and her de-
pendencles, and the United States . and their
territories ;> in which they ask the concurrence
of the Senate ; and request that the bill be con-
sidered confidentially.” And they withdrew.

The bill, frem the House of Representativesy -«
was before the Senate, from day to day, until
the 17th June. It underwent a very enlarged
discussion, met with much and violent oppo-
sition, but finally passed that body on the latter
day ; there appearing for its passage 19 ; against
it, 13.

The act was passed into a law on the 18th, in
the following words:

AN ACT

Declaring War between the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland and the dependen-

cies thereof, and the United States of America
and their territories.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Re-
presentatives of the United States of Americain
Congress assembled, That WAR be, and- the
same is hereby declared to exist between the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and' Ireland
and the dependencies thereof, and the United
States of America and their territories ; and that
the President of the United States be, and he is
hereby authorised to use the whole land. and
naval foree of the United States to earry the
same into effeet, and to issue to private armed
vessels of the United States commissions or let-
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ters of marque and general reprisal, in such
form as he shall think proper, and under the
seal of the United States, against the vessels,
goods, and effects of the government of the same
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
and the subjects thereof.

June 18, 1812.

APPROVED, JAMES MADISON.

On the following day (49th June) war was
declared, by proclamation, the injunction of se-
erecy being previously removed in both houses
of Congress.

A peace of nearly 30 years, during which \lhc
Americans attended but little to improvements
in the arts of war, rendered them apparently a
very unequal match for a nation whose armies
and navies were more numerous than they had
been at any former period. The best friends of
America feared much for the fate of the little
Anmerican navy. It was also supposed that our
undiseiplined armies must experience several
defeats from the well trained regulars of Eng-
Jand ; but those, who knew any thing of the rev-
elutionary war, felt no doubt as to what would
be the event of the present. The wonderful
oxploits and happy issue that reinains te be re-
corded, will show, that even the warmest en-
thusiasts did not probably antieipate renown and.
glory sueh as was in store for Americans.

The publie prints, on beth sides, were warm
in-their denuneiations of their respective oppo-
meats, and threats of what would and could be
performed. The following are given as speei-
mens, :

From the London Courier.
¢« Ameriea knows not that the vigor of the:
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British empire increases with the necessity of
exerting it——that our elgsticity rises with the
pressure upon us--that difficulties only make us
more firm and undaunted—that dangers only
give us the additional means of overcoming
them. It is in such a state of affairs, in such a
great erisis, that a nation like Great Britain be-
pomes greater. We are new the ¢nly bulwark
:g iberty in the world—placed, a little 'spot,
*eck almost on the ocean, between the old
and the new world, we are contending with
both ; with one arm we are beating the armies
of the master of the continent of Europe, and
with the other we shall smite his Prefect on the
Continent of America.”

From the New-Fork Morning Post.

“With a stone and a sling only, America coms
menced the war of Independence. Without arms,
without clothing, without money, and without
credit, we took -the field; relying upon stout
hearts, and the assistance of God for the sue-~
gess of a righteous cause. 'The event has prov-
ed, that with such reliances, a nation has noth-
ing to fear, Our country has again thrown it-
self’ upon the pratection of the Lord of Hosts;
we need but prove faithful to him and to our-
selves. Vietory will again crown our efforts,
and peace and plenty reward us for our toils.
Who, that is truly an American, will despair of
the suceess of his country ; who will'dare+e be-
lieveswe can be otherwise than CONQUKR-
ORS? We had imagined this impossible, except
with the agents of the enemy ; yet, in a erisis
so important, not only to us, but to posterity,
we have found that the spirit of treason has dar-
ed to stalk-abroad, even at neonday, amongst
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us. Is the enemy so strong in the camp--se
sonfident of support, as to hazard a fearless de-
fiance? We are, it is true, proud to exist in a
land of freedom-but when men threaten us with
giving the assistance of their pens to the cause
of our adversaries, who will hesitate to say that
‘such freedom becomes traitorous ?”

The state of the regular army was, at this
time, such as scarcely to deserve the name,~
The militid, with the exception of a few #ni-
form eompanies in the cities; eonsisted of a yeo-
manry and others accustomed to parade for a
few hours each year, some with bad arms, oth«
ers, without any, The preparations for war on
the land was coofined to an expedition under
the eommand of. General Hull, of which notice
will be taken in the proper place. The navy
eonsisted of the following vessels.

List of American Vessels, and their force.
Rated.  Mounting.
Constitution, 14 58 Capt. Hull
United States, 44 b8 Deecatur
President, * 44 58 Cem. Rodgers
Chesapeake, 36 #4 Ordinary
New-York, 36 A4 do.
Constellation, 36 34 do.
Congress, 36 44 - Capt. Smith
Boston, 32 Ordinary
Essex, 32 Capt. Porter
#dams, 32 Ordinary
CORVETTE.

John Adams, 26 Capt. Ludlow

SHIPS OF WAR.

Wasp, 16 18 Capt. Jones
Hernet, 16 18 Lawrence




HISTORY OF THE WAR.

Ip-=S@ BRIGS.

98 de- Siren, 16 Lieut. Caroll
stina Argus, 16 . Crane
s with Oneida, 16 Com. Woolsey

cause SCHOONERS.

y that Vixen, 12 Lieut. Gadsen
. Nautilus, 12 Sinelair
it this : Enterprise, 12 Blakely

me,—~ Viper, 12 Bainbridge
W Wli- 170 Gun Boats, Capt. Shaw
R yeo- BOMBS,

for a '

Vengeance,

Spifire,

) oth Ordi
Aina, rdinary.

yar on
under
notice
) navy

Vesuvius,

Commodore Rodgers, being at New-York, on
receiving the President’s proclamation, announ-
cing war, addressed his men on the occasion,
ree. offering their wages and a discharge to such as

were unwilling to risk their lives with him. A

general huzza preceded the declaration of every
tur individual to ¢ stand or fall with the ecommo-
ars dore,” The anchor was heaved, and, before
night, the commodore passed the light-house of
Sandy-Hook, and proceeded to sea, having un-
der his ecommand, the frigates President, United

2 States, and Congress, and the sloops ef war
Hornet and Argus. The eommodore returned
P to Boston after a crunise of 72 days, during

which he passed within one day’s sail of the Bri-
tish chanuel, passed near the Island of Madeira,
and the Azores, and returned by the banks of
w Newfoundland and cape-Sable. “He made ¥
captures and 1 recapture; and chased two Bri-

tish frigates, one of them, the Belvidera. 'This
enee cruise was of great benefit, as it compelled the
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cnemy to coneentrate his force, by which a vast /
quantity of property was saved from falling into
the enemy’s hands. } 8

On the day after the commodore sailed, tl,f)
following appearcd in the New-York Colum-
bian, and aecounts for the escape of his Britan-
pic Majesty’s vessels of war Belvidera and "Tar-
tarus which had been for some days off Sandy
Hook.

¢ It is pndoubtedly a fact, that dispatch-boats
with information have been sent off to thie Brit-
ish vessels which were cruising off the harbor,
since the declaration of war. By whom they
were sent off; it is not necessary at present (o
mention. But this much may, and ought to be
said—-that if it was done by an American citi-
zen, he has committed treason by the laws of
the United States, and deserves, and may receive
a hanging for it. There is no suspicion, how-
ever, entertained, that sueh an infamous act has
been done by any American. As it has there-
fore been the act of the suhjects of the king of
England, whether they are in or out of office,
the act is a violation of the hospitality which
tolepates their residence in our eity, and calls
loudly upen the constituted authoritics to put
the laws immediately in force against alien en-
emies, and to rid, the eity of spics, or at least
of such as disgraee their character by aeting in
so infamous a capacity.” '

It is however a lamentable faet that the enc-
my had his adherents within the United*States,
consisting of native citizens as well as of for-
eigners, The public were apprized of the in-
famous and cowardly means used by the Beitish
to corrupt the citizens by the ageney of hired
incendiaries, among whom the notorious John

s R S SR . AT Sl IR S G
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’\
a vast / Hlenry was conspicuous, The first effusions of

4 in(o" the press were watched with care, and the eiti-

f zens indignant at the conduct of the British gov-

l, tho ernment, which readered war not only neeessa-
olam- ry, but unavoidable, were ready to construe
ritan- every opposition to government, into an aet of
‘T‘"" adhesion tg the enemy. The spirit of 1776
Sandy seemeql to revive, and the terms ¢« Whig” and
* «Tory” were again coming into use. The

boats party, which designated itself as ¢ Federal,”
Brit- wag long opposed to the officers of the general

rbor, government ; and were in the practice of con-
Illlt"[’.))' demning, oppesing, and thwarting all its mea-

sures. [his party, to be consistent, also op-

to be posed the war.—There was another party op-

cit- posed 4o war, merely because it must prove in-

*"'3_0" jurious to England ; this was properly a British
ceive tory-party, aud should be distinguished from
10W- hose federalists, who, notwithstanding their
t has opposition to men, were yet dAmericans. The
ere-

- tory endeavoured to screen himself beneath the
g of semblance of federalisin ; and the federalist,
[h'cc, who could weakly lend the mask, shounld not
hich complain, if both should be mistaken for tories.
calls There were several editors of Federal politics

put who deserved and received the applause of their

en- political opponents for eonduct parsued imine-
cast diately subsequent to the deelaration of war.
g in The following extract from a federal paper de-
serves partieular notice.

ene- ,
{es, I'rom the United Stales’ Gaxette, printed al
for- Philadelphia.

in- ¢«'The poople of this country, whatever may be
fish their opinions of this incomprehensible war, de-
ved mand, and will insist, that it be now carried on

ohn with ihe virar noaecoare 12 aecamplish the olfe
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ject of all war, honor while it Iasts, and real
peace and security when it ends.”

A paragraph of a seemingly different com-
plexion, appeared immediately after the dccla-
ration of war, in the ¢ Federal Republican,”
printed at Baltimore, and edited by Mr. Wag-
ner, It was in the following words :

¢ We mean to represent in as strong colors
as we are capable, that the war is unnecessary,
inexpedient, and entered into from partial, per-
sonal, and as we believe, motives bearing upon
their front marks of undisguised foreign influ-
cnce which cannot be mistaken, We mean to
use every means of constitutional argument and
cvery legal means to render as odious and sus-
picious to the American people, as they deserve
to be, the patrons and contrivers of this highly
impolitie and destruetive war, in the fullest per-
suasion, that we shall be supported and ulti-
mately applauded by nine-tenths of our eountry-
men, and that our silence would be treason to
them.”

The citizens, in a state of high irritation,
proceeded in the evening of the 22d June, to Mr.
Wagner’s printing office, which was destroyed.
'This procedure was followed by some rioting ;
and the paper was removed to Georgetown
(Col.) where it éontinued to be printed.

On the 7th July, an order was issued from
the department of state of the United States, re-
quiring all British subjects o «register their
names, ages, places of residence, persons com-
posing their families, &c, at the office of the
marshal of the United States for the distriet in
which such subjeets resided. This order was
followed by others direeting alien enemies, whe
wege cngaged in foreign commerce, to remove
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from the vicinity of the sea or tide water. The
information canstantly conveyed to the enemy,
from the ports ‘and harbours of the United
States, was supposed to render such a measure
necessary. It would be- mueh to the honor of
the citizens if this treasonable intercourse with
the enemy were confined to aliens ; subsequent
information, obtained at the nflvy department
of the United States, has sufficiently proved that
several profligate citizens have also held com-
munications with and supplied the wants of the
enemy.

' A cartel ship arrived in July, at Boston, from
Halifax and delivered, on board the U. States
frigate Chesapeake, three seamen, formerly ta-
ken out of that frigate, by the British frigate
‘Leopard. / :

It will be reedllected that the Leopard attack-
ed the Chesapeake in time of peace, while the
latter was unsuspicious of an-attack and unpre-
pared for defence. 'The Chesapeake was fired
into, boarded, and these men taken by force
from her.

Remonstrance on the part of the United
States was made to the British government, and
redress Gemanded for this wanton breach of the
laws of nations. The British government dis-
avowed any ageney in the aet ; but yet promo-
ted the commander of the Leopard, not to the
yard-arm of a ship, but to the eommand of a 74,
The restoration of these men hadbeen, for some
time, promised by the British government ; it
was pleasing to see it effected so soon after the
deelaration of war. Whether the war had any
influence, in this transaetion, must he matter of

conjecture, in which the reader “will exerecise

his own opinion.
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This is not the only instance in which war
produced a change to those Americans who were
fmpressed-and confined on board British men of
war. Several of them, having declined serving
against their country, werc sent to prison, as
prisoners of war, and became cntitled to be lib-
erated by exchange. This mode of treating
‘them, after th¥r character as American citi-
zens was acknowledged, was certainly unjust ;
they should have been fully released ; not hav-
ing been taken in time of war, or in arms, they
were entitled to rank as non-combatants.

On the 12th July, Mr. Foster the latc British
minister, and Mr. Barelay, late consul, departed
from the United States, at New-York, on board
the British flag of truce, Colibri. 'Theése gen-
tlemen were much csteemed for their private
amiable qualities.

'The first British victory over the American
{leet, happened on the 20th July. On this day,
the United States’ schooner Nautilus, lieutenant
Crane, fell in with a fleet of the enemy, and was
capturgd, after a chase of eight hours. No
honour was lost by the Americans on this ec-
casion ; the vast disparity of force, rendered re-
sistance as imprudent as it would be unavailing.
The brave commander’s sword was returned, by
the British officer, Com. Brooke, as an ae-
Knowledgment of the skill and bravery with
which he endeavoured to save his ship, Lieut.
Crane and his erew were afterwards honourably
acquitted, by a court of enquiry, of all censure
in the loss of the Nautilus.

On the 27th of this same month, the frigate
Constitution, captain Hull, chased a British fri-
gate into a British fleet, and was chased in turn.
by the enemy, consisting of a ship of the line,
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four frigatés, a brig and a schooner. The chase
continued 60 hours. "The Censtitution arrived
safe in Boston. The great address, by which
captain Hull saved his ship, drew forth the ad-
miration of the enemy, and the applause of his
countrymen.

It was the wish of the Amencans, as they
also endeavoured in a former war, to induee the
Indians to be neutral. Humanity and civiliza-
tion plead in favour of a principle which would
not add savage barbarity to the other evils of’
war ; but, untortunatel zthc policy of a ¢ mag-
nanimous” enemy, was @Hlerent. The Ameri-

cans soon learned that the enemy had leagued
himself with the ruthless savage of the wilder-
ness ; the known warfare oi the tomahawk and
sealping knife was to act in concert with the
modern invention of reckets ; in short all means

within the power of the enemy, weré to be eom-
bined against the people of the United States.

The first aet.in which the allied Indians and
British signalized themselves was in the taking
of the fort of Michilimackinae, on the 17th ef
July. 1812, not being apprized of the declaration
of war. « Thre garrison consisted o 63 men, and 47
on hoard two vessels in the harbeur. 'Fhe at-
ties consisted of about 700,

‘The probability of an approaching war hast
determined the United States’ gevernment to
station a eompetent force in the Michigan Ter-
ritory, for the pretection of the inhabitants,
against the ineursion of the enemy ; as well as
for the purpese of aeting offensively, if suely
should be deemed prudent. General Hull had
been at the seat of government in the spring
previous to the declaration of war, where he
made arrangements for conducting a_force te

D2




+2 HISTORY OF THE WAR.

Detroit. He accordingly proceeded, and being
joined by the 4th United States’ regiment, 1200
Ohio militia and other troops. in all about 2500
men, he reached the rapids of the Miami of the
lake, abhout the last of June. The General put
on board a vessel, the baggage and hospital
stores of the army, with an officer and 50 men,
with directions to sail for Detroit. The Bri-
tish having been apprized of the declaration of
war, captured the vessel at fort Malden, mouth
of Detroit river ; and thus the army suffered a
sorious loss. ‘e

On the evening of the 12th July, general Hull
grossed the river Detroit, which divides the
United States’ territory of Michigan from the
British province of Upper-Canada, and fixed his
head quarters at the town of Sandwich, about
two miles within the British province. From
this place he published a proclamation, of which.
the following is a copy :

BY WILLIAM HULL,

Brigadier General and Commander of the Nerth
Western army of the United States :

A PROCLAMATION.
[NnABITANTS oF CANADA,

After thirty years of peace and prosperity,
the United States have been driven to arms
The injuries and aggressions, the insults and in-
dignities of Great-Britain have once more left
them no alternative but manly resistance or un-
eogditional submission. The army under my
command has invaded your country 3 the stand-
ard.of the Union now waves over the territory
of Canada. To the peaceable unoffending in-
habitants, it brings neither danger nor difficulty.
1 eome to find enemies, not to make them. I
gemre to protect, mot to injure you.
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Separated by an immense ocean and an ex-
ten:ive wilderness from Great Britain, you have
no participation in her councils, no interest in
her conduct. You have felt her tyranny ; you
have seen her injustice ; but I do not ask you
to avenge the one, or to redress the other. The
United States are sufficiently powerful to afford
every security, consistent with their rights and
your expeetations. I tender you the invaluable
blessing of civil, political and religious liberty,
and their necessary result, individual and gen-
eral prosperity ; that liberty which gave deci-
sion to our councils, and energy to our conduct
in a struggle for independence, which conducted
us safely and triumphantly through the stormy
period of the revolution—the liberty which has
raised us to an elevated rank among the nations
of the world ; and which afforded us a greater
measure of peace and security, of wealth and
improtement, than ever fell to the lot of any
people. In the name of my ecountry, and the
authority of government, I promise you protec-
tion to your persons, property and rights; re-
main at your homes ; pursue your peaceful and
eustomary avocations ; raise not your hands
against your brethren. Many of your fathers
Tought for the freedom and independence we
mow enjoy. Being children therefore of the
same family with us, and heirs to the same
heritage, the arrival of an army of friends must
be hailed by you with a cordial welcome. You
will be emancipated from tyranny and oppres-
sion, and westored to the dignified station of
freedom. Had I any doubt of evepfual success,
I might ask your ‘assistance, but T do not. [
eome prepared for every contingéhcy—I have a
foree which will break down all oppesition, and
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that force is but the van-guard of a much great-
er. lf contrary to your own interest, and the
Just expectations of my country, you should take
part in the approaching contest, you will be
considercd and treated as enémies, and the hor-
rors and calamitics of war will stalk before you.
If the barbarous and savage policy of Great
Britain be pursued, and ﬁw savages are let
loose to murder our citizens, and buteher our
women and children, this war will be a war of
extermination. ‘The first stroke of the toma-
hawk—the first attempt with the scalping-
knife, will be the signal of one indiscriminate
scene of desolatien. No white man found fight-
ing hy the side of an Indian will be taken pri-
soner—instant death will be his lot. If the
dictates of reason, duty, justice and humanity,
cannot prevent the employment of a foree which
respects no rights, and knows no wrong, it will
be prevented by a severe and relentless System
of retaliation. I doubt not your courage and
firmness—I will not doubt yeur attachment to
libeity. Ifyou tender your services volunta-
crily, they will be aceepted readily.  'I'he United
States offer you peace, liberty and security.—
Your choice lies betwecn these and war, slavery
and destruetion.  Choose then ; hut ehoose wise:
# ly; and may he who knows the justice of our
eause, and who helds in his hand the fate of
nations, guldc you to a result the most com-
patible with your rights and interests, yous
peace and happiness.
By the General,

. A. P. BULL.
Captain of the 15th Uniled States’ regiment of
Infantry, dnd JAid-de-Camp. Head yuarters;
Sandwieh, July 12, 1812.
WILLIAM HULE.
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This proeclamation was well calculated to in-
spire confidence and secure the {riendship of the
Canadians. 'The American troops were in high
spirits, anxious to be led against the enemy’s
post at Fort Malden. The British force, con-
sisting of regulars, militia and Indians, was in-
ferior to the American, as appeared by the offi-
eial communication of the British general Brock
to his government. ' 'The moment seemed fa-
vorable to strike an important, perhaps a deci-
sive blow. 'The Indians, except a few of whom
had joined the British, remained neutral, wateh-
ing with theiv usual sagacity, until they could
discover on what side vietory was likely to pereh;
nearly all the Canadian militia had deserted ;
the time of attacking Fort. Malden was deter-
mined on at a couneil of field officers, and pre-
parations commenced for advanting to the at-
tack, when, by an unexpected order, the plan of
attack was abandoned and Capada evaeuated,
shamefully leaving to their fate the Canadians
who had joined the American standard. - G

This gave time to the enemy to be reinforée
ed, and it soon was rumoured in the American
camp that the commanding officer intended to
surrender his army in the event of an attaek by
the enemy. 'This seeméd so unaccountable at
a time when superiority of force was on the
American side, that the officers had resolved, in
the event of the rumour being well founded, to
divest the general of his command. 'The exe-
cution of this plan . was ‘prevented by the ab-
sence of two commanding officers of ‘regiments
who were ordered on detachments. The Bri-
tish being reinforced by abeut 400 men, and the
Indians becoming more decided, general’ Brock
advanced and took & pesition oppesite to Detroit,
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Where, without interruption, he established
small battery.

On the 15th August, the town of Detroit was
summoned to surrender, which being refused; a
firing began from the British batteries, which
was returned by Americans, and continued,
with little effeet,/patil night. At day-light on
the 16th, the firiyg re-commenced on both
sides, the enemy comwmenced the landing of
troops below Detroit, which being soon effected,
they marehed in close column of platoons, twelve
in front, towards the fort of Detroit.

A gainst this body of troops not a shot was fie-
ed, although it advaneed in a situation within
the range of the American eannon. 'When the
British reached within 100 yards of the Ameri-
@an line, orders were given by Gen. Hull for the
troops to retreat to the fort ; and soon after, the
fort was surrendered, and the American army
beeame prisoners of war.

By a proclamation immediately issued by the
British eommander, (Gen. Brock,) it appears
that General Hall had also surrendered the ter-
ritory of Michigan.

This was a severg¢ and unexpeeted blow against
the Americans. It gaverise to a court-martial
ou the conduet of general Hull, which will be
neticed in‘its proper place ; it, in a great degree,
destroyed the confidence the Canadians had in
the government and arms of the United States ;
it determined the Indians to take part with the
enemy ; and led not only: to a prolongation of
the war, but to many, or perhaps. all of those
savage acts of murder; in which the Indians
were subsequently engaged, against the eitizens
of the United States,

Gewera! Hull, in bis efficial account, states,
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shed 2 that at the time the enemy advanced against
Detroit, he could not bring into the field more
)it was than 600 men, that the regular foree of the en-
used; a emy, then advancing, was much mere than that
whicl number, and twice that number of Indians.
‘inued, An official letter from colonel Cass, who had
ght on a eommand under general Hull, put the business
both in quite a different light, coneluding with the
ing of ~ following paragraph : '
eeted, ¢ I was informed by gen. Iull, the morning
‘welve after the capitulation, that the British forces
consisted of 1800 regulars, and that he surren-
as fip- dered to prevent the effusion of human blood.—

vithin That he magnified their regular force nearly
n the five-fold, there ean be no doubt. Whether the
meri- philanthropic reason assigned by him is a suffi-
or the cient justification for surrendering a fortified

r, the town, an army and a territory, 1is for the go-
army vernment to determine. Confident I am, that
had the courage and conduct of the General
)y the been equal to the spirit and zeal of the troops,
pears the event would have been as brilliant and sue-
y ter- cessful as it now is disastrous and dishonorable.’
The British official account is positive as to

ainst the inferiority of the enemy’s force.
irtial A few days before the surrender of Detroit,
1 be major Van Horn, of colonel Findley’s regiment
sree, of Ohio Volunteers, was detached with about
ud in 200 men' to proceed to the river Raisin, te rein-
tes ; force captain Brush, who, withi a company of
et Ohio Volunteers, were escorting provisions for
n-of the army. At Brownstown, a large party of
T Indians formed an ambuseade; and the major’s
Kans detachment received a heavy fire at afew yards
e from the enemy. The whole detachment re-

treated in great disorder ; and could wot, by
tegs apy exertion of major Yan Horny be rallied.—
»
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On this oceasion, there were 7 officers and 10
privates killed, besides a considerable number
wounded.

Before the return of major Van Ilorn, ano-
ther detachment consisting of 600 men, under
the command of licut. col. Miller was ordered
to procced to the river Raisin, to open the com-
munication to the river, and protect the provi-
sions which were under the escort of captain
Brush. Lieut. col. Miller marched from De-
troit on the 8th August ; and on the 9th, about
% o’clock in the afternoon, the van guard com-
manded by capt. Snelling of the 4th U. S. regi-
ment, was fired upon by an extensive line of In-
dians and British at the lower part of Maguago,
about 14 miles from Detroit. Capt. Snelling

maintained his ground in a most gallant\man-
ner, under a very heavy fire, until the anrival
of the main body under lieut. col. Miller, when
a general attack was made on the enemy, who
was compelled to retreat before the Amerieans.
The route eontinued until fatigue and the ap-
proach of night rendered it necessary to desist
from further pursuit.

A short time previous tothe surrender of De-
troit, a provisional agreement was entered into
by general Dearborn, and colonel Baynes, the
British adjutant-general, that neither party
should act offensively before the decision of the
American government should be taken on the
subject. 'This suspension of hostilities was
grounded on a letter from Sir George Prevost,
Governor of Lower Canada, to general Dear-
born, suggesting the probablhty of a general
suspension of hostilities in consequenee of a pro-
posed suspension or repeal of the British erders
ih conneily of which Mr, Fostor, late ministey




HISTORY OF THE WAR. 49

and 10 to the United States had received advices on his
wumber arrival at Halifax, Whether governorPrevost
seriously believed all which he represented, or
n, ano- that the suspension of hostilities, which did not
under include the operations at Detroit, was intended
rdered to favour the British army in that quarter, can-
ecom- . not now be determined ; it, however, enabled
provi- - the British to reinforce general Brock, and pro-
:aptain bably contributed to the fall of Detroit. The
m De- American government, viewing the British pro-
about position @s coming in an indirect manner, offer-
I com- ing no satisfactory security for its observance,
. regi- and adhering with little variation to 'their for-
of In- mer pretences, did not hesitate to disagree to
guagzo, the proposal. The armistice terminated on the
1elling 8th September.

“\man- The disgraceful surrender of Detroit was, in
wrival some degree, to be compensated for, by the
when bravery of American seamen. On the 19th
y who Aug. 1812, the Ameriean frigate Constitution,
‘ieans. captain Isaac Hull, fell in with his Britannic
he ap- majesty’s frigate Guerriere, captain J. R. Da-
desist eres, in lat. 40. 20 N. len. 55 W. ; and after a
severe action of 30 minutes, during- whieh the
o De- Americans displayed great superiority in tactics
1 into and courage, the British ship surrendered, ¥
8, the The Guerriere suffered se much in her rvig.
party ging and hull, and was so entirely disabled, that
f the it was found impossible to tow her into port, she
n the was of eoarse burnt, by order of ecaptain IHull,
} was as soon asthe prisoners were remeoved.

evost, Theme:\ iere had been formerly a Freneh
Dear- 44 ; /but wad rated only as 38 ; she carried 49
neral guns. -

\ pro- The following official aceount of her capture
rders from the French by thé British maval ecaptain
rigter Lavie, places this peint in an indisputable viewy

E
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as the advocates of Britain, sorcly hurt by this
proof of the superiority of American naval tac-
tics, endeavored to misrepresent the relative
size and foree of the American and British fri-
gates.

From Capt. Lavie to Lord Ke1TH,

: ‘ Blanche, Yarmouth, July 26, 1806.

« My Lord—I have the honour to acquaint
you of my return to Yarmouth to-day, having
in company the Guerriere frigate, commanded
by Monsieur Hubert, of the Legion of Honour,
whom I captured on the 19th inst. in long. 62,
off the Faro Islands, after a sharp contest of
45 minutes.

¢ Le Guerriere is of the largest class of fri-
gates, mounting fifty guns, with a complement
of 517 men, but they were very soon sadly re-
duced by our destructive fire, and the ship has

also suffered very severely, while the damages
of the Blanche were confined to the topmasts,
rigging and sails.

« THOMAS LAVIE.”

The following is a return of the killed and
wounded :

@1 board the Constitution, one lieutenant of
marines and six seamen—Total killed 7. Two
officers, four seamen and one marine—Total
wounded 7. Tetal killed and wounded 14.

On board the Guerriere, killed 15, wounded
63, missing 27—"Total 105.

Her mavy was the chief boast of England,
and on it was her chiof reliance ; yet she was
destined to meet her greatest wounds and dis-
asters on the watery element. '

- Onthe 17th July, the British appeared before
Backett’s Harhour, with the Royal George of 24
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guns, the Prince Regent of 22, Elmira of 20,
Seneca of 18, and another armed vessel. A
message was sent ashore demapding the sur-
render of the American vessel of war the One-~
ida ; and also the late British schooner Nelson,
seized for a breach of the revenue laws. A
compliance with this demand being perempto-
rily refused,  the enemy advanced within gun
shot. A firing began from a 32 pounder ashare,
and was returned by the squadron which stoo®
off and on. A brisk cannonading was continued
for more than two hours, when a shot from the
32 pounder having raked the flag ship of the
enemy, as she was wearing to give another
broadside, the squadron fired a few guns and
bore away for Kingston, the citizens greeting
them with the good old tune of ¢ Yankee Doo-
dle,?” from all the musie at the post. 'The Bri+
tish shipping appeared to be much injured.—
Not a man lost on the.Ameriean side.

T'lie steadiness of the American troops and the
alacrity with which the neighbouring detach-
ments and volunteers, to the amount of nearly
3000, assembled for the protection of this im-
portant post, was, at this early stage of {he war,’,
a pleasing presage of what might be hereafter
expected, when men would become more inured
to danger, Col. Bellinger commanded the A-
merican troops. Capt. Woolsey, who command-
ed the Oneida, having sailed from the harbour
and reconnoitered the enemy, returned and
moored his vessel with a spring on her cable,
near the battery; and giving the command of
her to ‘his lieutenant, he went ashore and took
command of the 32 pounder, whieh, under his
divection, did very considerable damage to the
enemy.
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 'The frigate Essex, eaptain Porter, safled on

a cruise, from New-York, on the 3d July, and
arvived in the Deleware, the 7th September.
On the 13th August, the Essex fell in with the
British sloop of war Alert. 'The Alert bove -
down and commenced an aetion, which lasted
eight minutes ; she was much cut to pieces, had
seven feet water in her hold when she struck,
and three men wounded. 'I'he Essex received
no injury. '

Captain Porter having thrown the guns of the
Alert overboard, despatched her as a cartel to
St. John’s in Newfoundland, with about 500
prisoners which he had taken in the Alert, and
Trom other captured vessels.

Governor Provost, of Lower Canada, issued
a proclamation on the 19th September, by which
all citizens of the United States are ordéred to
quit Canada by the 15th of Octeber ; till which
time they may depart with their moveable pro-
perty, by permission of three of the couneil.
After that time, every citizen of the United
States, found in Canada, will be treated as a
prisoner of war, unless he has taken the odath
of alleglauee.

A considerable force having becn assembled
in the neighbourhood of the Niagara river, un-
der the command of major gencral Stephen Van
Renssalaer, with the view, as was generally un-
derstood, of effecting a descent upon the British
province of Upper Canada; a streng and im-
patient desire was discovered ameng the troops
to try their strength against the enemy. 'This

radually rose to sugh a height, that resistance
fe it seemed scarcely, il at all possible ; patri-
otism was passing the limits of subordination,
« This (says the general i his official commu-

/
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nication te general Dearborn) was expressed to
me through various channels, in the shape of an
alternative ; that they must have orders to act ;
or, at all hazards, they would go home.”

Impelled by this consideration, the general
made diSpositions for the intended attack on the
British post at the heights of Queenstown.
Some information, gained from a person who
was engaged to pass over to Canada, and who
returned safe, seemed to warrant an attack,
which, besides the immediate ‘ohject, might have
a controlling effeet upon the movements at De-
troit, where it was understood the British gene-
ral Brock had gone, with all the foree he could
spare frem the Niagara frenticr.

An intention to transport treops across the
river, on the morning of the 11th Qctober, was
frastrated through means of a boatman, seleeted
for his skill and steadiness ; but who, going a-
head in the extreme darkness; passed the in-
tended place far up the river, and'there fastened
his boat to the shore, and abandoned the de-
tachment. In this front boat nearly every oar
belonging to all the hoats were deposited. The
expedition was given up, and the detachment
returned to eamp.

This ecircumstance, so far from damping the
ardour of the troops. seemed to. give additional
force to the desire of encountering the enemy.
A second attempt was determined on.

At dawn of day, on'the 13th of October, the
troops commenced embarking tmder cover of a
battery. The movement was soon discovered,
and a brisk firing of musketry commeénced on
the Canada side, which was soon followed by a
eannonade on tlte boats, the American eannon
returning the fire. Col. Van Renssefaer, with

E 2
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400 men, effected a landing, and cooly advanced
in the face of a tremendous fire, dur}ng which,
the Colonel reeeived four wounds, which pre-
vented that useful exertion he was so willing to
make. Col. Christie, with his detachment,
Janded some time after. Col. Yan Rensselaer,
although searce able to stand, ordered his men
to storm the fort, which service was gallantly
gerformed-—reinforcements having arrived to

oth parties, the conflict became severe ard
general ; the enemy soon retreated, and the rout
was followed up with great spirit, by the Ame-
ricans—Victory appeared complete. 'The ene-
my, at this moment, reeeived a reinforeement
of several hundred Indians from Chippawa, and
commenced a furious attack, but were promptly
met and routed by the rifle and bayonet. The

general observing a hesitation in the embarka-

tion of the troops, he passed ovér to accellerate
their movements. Could the details of this day
be here closed, all would be honour, all would
be glory to the Ameriean character—But it
must be recorded; alas! it cannot be con-
cealed, that no persuasion of the General could
influence the remaining troops to pass into the

‘boats. A large reinforcement from fort George,

soon afterwards was seen coming up the river ;
this reinforeement obliqued to the right from
the road, and formed a junction with the In-
dians in the rear ef the heights.

The boats were dispersed ; the hoatman had
fled panie struek. The American troops, thus
silmated, maintained a most obstinate eonfliet
forhalf an hour; when, exhausted of stren
and ammunition, they were obliged to surren-
der. General Brock was slain, and his aid-de-
camp mortally wounded. The whole number
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of Americans engaged was about 1600, of whieh
900 were regulars and 700 militia.—The militia
were liberated as prisoners on parole, not to
serve during the war.

Major general Van Rensellaer resigned' the
command of the army on the Niagara frontier,
to brigadier general Smyth, on the 14th October.

On the 10th November, general Smyth pub-
lished a proclamation from his camp near Buf-
faloe, As this document became the subject of

much comment, it is given here in full. It was
in the following words:

TO THE MEN OF NEW-YORK,

For many years you have seen your country op~
pressed with numerous wrongs. Your government,
although above all others devoted to peace, have
been forced to draw the sword, and rely for redress
of injuries on the valour of the American people.

¢ That valour has been conspicuous. But the ‘na~
tion has been unfortunate in the selection of some
of those who directed it. One army has been dis-
gracefully surrendered and lost. Another has been
sacrificed by a precipitate attempt to pass it over at
the strongest point of the enemy’s lines, with most
incempetent means. The cause of these miscar~
riages is apparent. The commanders were popular
men, ¢ destitute alike of theory and experience” ip
the art of war.

In a few days, the troops under my command will
plant the American standard in Canada. They are

anen accustomed to obedience, silence, and steadi-

ness. They will conquer, or they will die.
Will you stand with your arms<folded and look
on this interesting struggle ? Are-yousnet related

. tothe men who foughtat Bennington and Saratogad

'Has the race degenerated ? Or have you, under the
baneful influence of cuntending factions, forgot your
country ! Must I turn from you, and ask men of
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the six nations to support the government of the
United States ?  Shall 1 imitate the officers of the
British king, and suff.r our ungathéred laurels to
be tarnished by ruthlcss deeds ? Shame where is
thy blush ! No. Where I command, the vanquish-
ed and the peaceful man, the child, the maid, and
the matron, shall be secure from wrong. 1f we
conquer, we will ¢ conquer but to save.”
Men of New-York !

The present is the hour of renown. Have you
not a wish for fame ? Would you not choose in fu-
ture times to be named as one of those, who, imitat-
ing the heroes whom Montgomery led, have in spite
of the seasons, visited the tomb of the “chief, and
conquered the country where he lies? Yes. You
desire your share of fame. Then seize the present
moment. If you do not, you will regret it ; and say,
« the valiant have bled in vain ; the friends of my
country fell—and 1 was not there.”

Advance then to our aid. I will wait for you a
few days. I cannot give you the day of my de-
parture. But.gome on. Come in companies, half
cofnpanics, pairs, or singly. 1 will organize you
for a short tour. Ride to.this plaee, if the distance
is far, and send back your hérses. But remember,
that every man who sccomparies us, places himself
ainder my command, and shall submit to the salutary
restraints of discipline.

ALEX. SMYTH,

Brig. Gencral.
Camp, near Buffaloe, Nov. 10, 1812,

. 'T'his proclamation had the effect of bringin
io the frontier a very. considerable number of
~mwehmteers, men who lived the hardy life of
farmers, were accustomed to the woods, knew
well the use of the rifle, and fetired Indians as
little as they did Englishmen.

On the 17th hovembw, general Smyth fa-
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of the sued a public address to his soldiers, prepara-
of the tory to an immediately intended entrance inte
irels to the enemy’s territory, 'The sentiments con-
here is fained in this address are noble, humane, and

1quish- soldierly. From such a general and such an

id, and army, the public expected a very successful
If we campaign.

Their hopes were not to be realized. Twice

the troops embarked and as often disembarked.

‘e you Public opinion, hitherto on the side of general
In fu- Smyth, now began to veer. His courage, as
‘mitat- well as his patriotism, was questioned ; censure
1 spite

was followed by insult and menace. 'The pro-
jeet of invasion was finally abandoned. 'T'he
volunteers were dismissed, and the army order-
od into winter quarters. Thus ended the ope-
xrations, for this season, of the army of the center,

Gen. Smyth justified himselfl on the grounds

:f, and
. You
resent
id say,
of my

you a that he had direetions not to pass over with less
y de- than 3000 men ; that he could net prevail on
iy half more than 4500 men to embark ; and that an
> you artack on theenemy, under such eircumstances,
tance was contrary to the opinion of a couneil of his
mber, officers. ¢ My orders (says the general in.re-
mself ply to a committee from the patriotic citizens
utary of the western counties of New-York) were to
ass into Canada with 3000 men at once. On

f the first day of embarkation not more than 1400
al. men were embarked, of whom 400, that is, half
of the regular infantry, were exhausted with fa-

ging . tigue and want of rest. On the second embark-
v of ation, only 1500 men were embarked;-and these

e of were to have put off immediately, afidto have
new descended the river to a point where reinforee.
IS as meuts were not to be expected. On both-days,

many of the regular trdops were men-in bad

| - health, who eould mot have stood one day’s
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mareh ; who, although they were on the sick ve-
port, were turned out by their ardent officers.”

This reply was dated 3¢ December. On the
8th of the same month, general Peter B. Porter
gave notice in the Buffaloe Gazette, that he
would soon publish a ¢ true aceount of some of
the most prominent transactions of those days.”
In this netice general Porter ascribes the fail-
ure of the expedition to the cowardice of genes
ral Smyth. :

~ General Smyth must remain convicted, in the
eyes of the world, of falsehood and cowardice,
if he continued passive under such charges—
Modern chivalry pointed out the course which
must be pursued. General Smyth sent a chal-
lenge to general Porter, wWhich the latter ae-
eepted.

¢ 'Thie parties passed over to Grand Island, on
the 15th December ; a shot was exchanged, in
an intrepid manner, but without effect, when, on
the suggestion of general Smyth’s second, a mu-
tual explanation and reconciliation tock place ;
and the parties separated.

Gengral Porter, on .the following day, deliv-
ered the promised statement of transactions, (o
the editor of the Buffaloe Gazette, inavhich pa-
per it accordingly appeared.

The statement is plain and satisfactory ; and
divested of that asperity, which was probably
intended to accompany it.

In this statement, it is represented, that, on
#hé 27th November, there ‘were collected i the
meighbourhood of Niagira, 45600 effective wmien,
that the vessels collected for the purpese, were
sufficient for the transportation®of 3550 men ;
that the number of“men actually embarked
were estimated to consist of between 2000- and
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ok ve- 2600 ; thatabout 2000 more men were paraded
rets.”? on sliore, seemingly ready to cross ; that several
)n the hoats, of sufficient capacity to carry about 1000
Yorter men, were still lying unoecupied ; and that the
at he enemy, esiimated at about 500 men, were drawn
me of up in a:line, at abont half a mile from the river.

lays.” As a proof of what could be effected, had the
s fail. men been permitted to pass over, general Por-
genes ter states the bravery and sucecess with which
a detachment which crossed over by direction
in the of general Sinyth, accomplished its mission ;
rdice, having completely routed the enemy, spiked his
reS— cannon, and taken several prisoners. ¢ Qut of
vhich 12 naval officers, who embarked in this enter-
chal- prize, nine of them, (says general Porter) with
r ae- more than half their men, were killed or
wounded.” \
d, on General Smyth, in a letter to the editors of
d, in thé National Intelligencer, dated 28th January,
'n, on 1813, refutes the statement of general Porter.
| mu- s | affirm (says general Smyth) that on the 27th
ace ; November, there were collected in the neigh-
bourhood of Black Rock, not more than 3500
leliv- ¢ffective men, non-commissioned officers, and
18, (0 privates, of every corps under my command ;
h pa- not more than 1500 of those were liable to be

ordered . to cross the Niagara, according to

and opinions generally received. On the 21st, there
rably were 1050 good troops embarked, and also -as
many irregular volunteers as occupied five
t, on boats, estimated at 150. On the morning of the
i the first December, the mumber of men armed with
ien, muskets, who were at the navy-yard;embarked
were or not embarked, did not exceed 2000 men.”’
ren ; In this refutation, general Smyth insinuates

rked that general Porter, acting as contractorto the’
and army, was not prepared to supply the necessary
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rations, having on the 30th November only 85
barrels of flour on hand, ¢«¢ not two pounds of

_ flour to each man.”’—¢« 'The hostility of general

Porter to myself (says general Smyth) grew out
of the contract.”

While the expeditions thus progressed from
ill-design to its unavoidable consequence, un-
suecessful termination, the minor expeditions
did honour to the officers who commanded and
the few men who were engaged in them. A-
mong these the following must not be omitted :

The brigs Adams and Caledonia, which were
surrcndered to the enemy by general Hull, at
Detroit, having arrived and anchored under the
British fort Erie, captain Elliot determined ou
an n{tempt to regain them. Iaving made tho
necessary dispesitions, he advanced at 1 o’clock
in the morning of the 9th October, having under
his command 100 menin two boats ; at 8 o’clock
he was along side the vessels; in 10 minutes
they were under way, and the prisoners secured.
An unfavorable wind obliged them to run down
the river, by the forts, under a heavy fire of
round, grape, and capnister shot, from a number
of pieces of heavy ordnance and flying artillery ;
and he was eompelled to anchor about 400 yards
from one of their batteries ; -the Caledgnia be-
ing got into a safe position, a fire was returned
from the guuns of the Adams as long as ammu.
nition lasted. It being found impossible longer
10 withstand the fire of the enemy, whish would

_probably sink the vessel in a short time, he was

Sowpelléd to cut the eable and drift down'the
Friver out of reach of the batteries, but remained
still exposed to the flying artillery; havin
thus dropped astern” for ahout 10 minutes, an
being deserted by the pilot, he was brought up
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nlv 85 oh the shore of Squaw Island. From this place
ads of he sent the prisoners on shere with much difii.
eneral oulty ; and, having himself passed from the brig

to the shore, he soun discovered that about &0
soldiers had crossed in a boat from the British
side, and boarded the brig ; but they were seon
compelled to abandon her with the loss of nearly

W oout

| from

ll(i.'t.i(‘:r':; all their men. During the whole of the mern-
d anid ing, both sides of the river kept up alternntely
L AT a continual fire on the brig, and se mwech in-

ted's jured her that it was impossible to have floated
LS her—she was of course destroyed,

1. at Major Young having command of the Troy
g militia at French mills, on the’ 8t. Regis river,
proceeded to the village of St. Regis, where tho
enemy had landed with a view to establish him-
self in force, and vigoreusly attacked him at 5
o'clock on the morning of 22d October ; one
stand of colours, forty priseners, with their
arms, equipments, &c. were the fruits of this
spirited and well conducted expedition. This
was the first standard taken from the enemny,
in the present war. The party veturned safe to
their camp without haviog a man hurt. The
enemy lost 4 killed, and one mortally wounded,

The movements of the enemy, during these
times, were rot to thom cqually henourable or
important,

An aftack of'the enemy on the village of Og-
WOy densburg was defeated. The enemy had 1000
g men, the Americans only 400. 'This happened
io‘.'ld on the 2d Oetober.

* don On the 3d October, the Britislv brig Royal
14he George went iuto the Genessee viver, and cut
iined out the scheoner Lady Murray and a vevenue
»V"‘E cutter, There was no force then there, that

an could resist the enemy.
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The national pride had been already highly
gratified by suecess on the oeean; the public
eye was anxiously .direeted to that element, in
expectation of further glory. The publio hope
was not to be disappointed.

At day-light, on the 18th October, about the
lat. of 37 deg. north, and lon. 65 deg. west, cap-
tain Jacob Jones, commanding the United
States’ sloop of war Wasp, of 18 guns, got
sight of a British convoy of six large armed
merchant ships under protection of the British
sloop of war Frolic, commanded by ecapt. Whin-
yeates. A signal was made by the Frolic for
the fleet to disperse. At 30 minutes past eleven
A. M. an engagement commenced between the
twa sloops, at a short distance, and continped
until the vessels were so close that the rammenrs
of the Wasp were, while loading the last broad-
side, shoved against the side of the enemy. The
Frolic was boarded on her forecastle, and im-
mediately surpendered. The manner in which
this engagement was maintained was highly
honourable to the Americans. The Frolie
mounted 22 guns; sixteen of them 32 pound
carronades, and four 12 peunders on the main
deck, and two twelve pounders, carronades, on
the top-gallant forecastle, making her superior
in foree to the Wasp, by four 12 pounders. On
board the Wasp, there were five killed, and
five wounded. The exact loss of the enemy
could not be ascertained, as many of the dead
lay buried under the masts and spars that had
fallen upon the deck, which two hours exertion
had not sufficiently removed. Lieut. Biddle,
who had charge of the Frolie, states, from what
he saw, and from information from the officers,
the number of killed must have been thirty ;
that of the wounded, about forty or fifty.
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The Wasp suffered so much in this actien,
that both masts fell on the deck a few minutes
after separating from the Frolic; every brace
and most of the rigging had been shot away
during the action.

In this state, she nearly remained, when, in
two hours after the action, the British ship
Poictiers, of 74 guns, hove in sight; and, soou
after took possession of the two sloops, and or-
dered them for Bermuda,

The captain of the Frolie, in his official Iet-
ler to admiral Warren, states that every officer
was wounded, and the greater part of the men
either killed or wounded ; there not heing twenty
persons remaining unhurt.

The following resolution of the Common
Council of New-York, will show the high light
in which they held captain Jones and his crew :

Resolved, That an elegant Sword be present-
ed to Captain JoNEs, late of the United States’
sloop of war Wasp, and also the freedom of this
eity, as a testimony of the. high opinion this
Corporation entertain of his gallant conduct in
eapturing the British sloop of war Frolic; and
that the thanks of the Common Council be pre-
sented to his brave officers and crew.

The United States’ frigate United States.
captain Stephen Decatur, being on a eruise, fell
in, on the 25th October, 1812, with his Britan-
nic Majesty’s frigate Macedonian, captain J.
S. Carden, in lat. 29 N.lon. 29 30 W. and, after
an action of an hour an a half (17 minutes of
which was in close action) the British-frigate
was captured. The Macedonian was of ‘the
largest class of British frigates, two years old,
but four months out of dock, and mouunting 49
guns, (the odd one shifting.) This cogagement
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gave another indisputable proof of the superi-
ority of American diseipline and gunnery.
* The loss on both sides was as follows :

On beard the United States, 2 seamen, 2 ma-
rines, 1 boy—'Total killed, 5.

Wounded, 1 lieutenant, 1 carpenter, 4 scamen,
1 marine—Total weunded, 7 ; of whom lieut.
Funk and John Archibald died of their wounds.

On board the Macedonian, there were 36 kil-
led, and 68 wounded ; 36 of whom severely.

By the muster rell of the Macedonian, it ap-
peared that there were seven impressed Ame-
ricans on board, during the action, two of whom
were killed.

The United States and Macedonian arrived
off Montaug Point on the 4th December ; but
were prevented from reaching New-York be-
fore the first day of the new year, 18183.

On the arrival of captain Hull, at New-York,
he was presented by the eorporation of the city,
with the freedom of the city, in a gold box. As
soon as eaptain Hull entered the council cham-
ber, conducted by aldermen Fish and Mesier,
and general Morton, he: was addressed by his
honour De Witt Clinton, mayer of the. city, in
ap appropriate speech. Captgin Hull, with all
that modesty so frequently allied to virtuous
bravery, made a short but very becoming reply.
‘The Captain then teok the freeman’s oath, and
retived, amidst an immense erowd, who filled the
air with, reiterated huzzas. On the following
dayy 4. splendid naval dinner was given by the
gorporation: te captain Hull, com. Deeatur,
anfl_captain Jones, in testimony of the high
sense eniertained of the merits of these gentle-
men. Nothing was omiited (o render this din-
ner traly descriptive of the eceasion, and the
feelings of the citizens
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On the 9th Jan. another dinner was given
hy the corporation, to the crew of the United
States. The seamen and marines, having form-
ed in proces:ion, proeeeded from the place of
landing to the City Hotel, amidst the plaudits
of thousands of eitizens. On the arrival of the
sailors, and they being seated, they were ad-
deessed by Mr. Vanderbilt, with his usual en-
ergy and perspienity. The boatswaina made a
short reply, expressive of the gratitude of his
shipmmates, and their wish for a further oppor-
tunity to prove their devotedness to their eoun-
try. At 6 o’clock, the procession was re-form-
ed, when they proceeded to the theatre. at the
express wish and invitatien of the managers, whe
reserved the pit exclusively for their accommo-
dation. 'The harmony of the day was net inter-
rupted by a single irregularity. :

The enemy had some consolation, (if consolg-
tion it ean be called) by the eapture, in Novem-
ber, of the United States’ brig of war Vixen, of
14 guns, by his majesty’s frigate Southampton,
of 32 guns,

~ On this occasion, the intrepid exertions of our
tars, aided by their officers, were ehiefly instru-
mental in saving the movable property en hoard
the frigate. So sensible was Sir James Yeo of
the generous conduct of the American sailors,
that he drew them up on the island, and pub-
liely thanked them in the warmest terms. '

Although a patrigtic suppert of the war was
the distinguishing feature -of “the public senti-
ment, yet there was a strange apathy 0o preva-
lent, Which tended riot a little forender itsearly
stage unpropitious to the country. ‘Something
was necessary to awaken the unroused loyitty
of the people. Vietory might have that effeet ;

r2 '
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perhaps defeat was a more powerful agent, The
defeat and surrender of gen. Hull so mueh dis-
appointed the expeetations exeited by the gene-
ral’s proclamation, that it is impessible to depiot
the first effect. The mortifieation of disappoint-
ment, added to the serious loss of a fine army,
threw a temporary gloom ever the citizens.—
This soen gave way to resentment and a deter-
mination to wipe off the « foul stain.” The
spirit of the nation rose, and that of °76 seemed
to return.  This sentiment, which pérvaded a
grent proportion of the nation, was most power-

ul im the western ecuntry. All felt the neces-
sity of immediate action ; Kentucky and Ohio
may be said te have broken loese ; an army
was ready, as if by magic, prepared to avenge
the late disgraé®. A leader was wanting—all
eyes looked, with a eommon impalse, towards.
the hero of Tippacanoe ; the united voieg of the
people ealled on the governor to dispense with
all formalities ; and WiLtiam Hexsy Harri-
soN was appointed a major-general, with diree-
tions te take eommand of the north western ar-
my. This appointment was confirmed by the
President of the United States.

The exposed situation of the nerth western
frontier, after the surrender of Hull, required
the utmost exertions for its proteetion. It was
not possible entirely to avert the impending
danger.

e Indians had already eommenced their
. ,+savage warfare by an attack on Fort Dearhorn

«72«nd the massacre of its garrison. Fort Dear-
« orn (Chicago) was but a weak garrisonycon-
wsisting of about 50 men, there were alsoin it a
few women and children. A Jarge body of In-
diams having menaced the fort, it was agreed in
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a council which was held with the faithless
tribes, that the garrison sheuld be spared, on
condition of surrendering the place without re-
sistance. - They marched out on the 15th
Sept. ; and, when about a mile frem the fort,
were fired on, and murdered, with the excep-
tion of about 10 or 12, who eseaped. "

Fort Belview (Madison) on the Mississippi,
. was attacked on the 4th September, by the In-
diany, with all the desperation that a want of
real courage, could inspire ; the attack was re-
newed daily until the 8th, when the Indians, af-
ter suffering very séwerely, withdrew, leaving
the brave garrison safe. One soldier, who fvas
out of the fort, when the attack commenced,
was massacred : no lives were lost in the fort ;
and only one man wounded.

About 11 o’clock in the evening of the ath
September, Fort IHarrison in the Indiana terri-
tory, was attacked by a vast number of Indians.
'I'he garrison was weak, and the most of them,
ineluding its intrepid commander, eapt. Z. Tay-
lor, either sick or convalescent. 'The atlack
was continued, in a most furious manner, until
about sun-rise . the following merning, when the
savages retired, driving away er shooting all
the cattle they could ﬁng.

Several expeditions were formed against the
Indians, for the proteetion of the inhabitants,
and keeping open the necessary communieations.
Colonel Russell, with a small- detachment of
the United States’ rangers, proceeded dothe
head of the Peori lake, where he destroyed the
celebrated Pimertain’s tewn. General Hopkins,
with about 1200 troops, left Fort Harrisenen
the 11th December, and succeeded in destroying
several villages along the Wabash: a party of
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62 that left the camp, in search of a man whe
was missing, fell in with a large force of horse
and foot Indians : this party suffered a defeat
with a loss ‘of 16, making, with the missing
man, 17. General Tupper, defeated a nume-
rous hody of British and Indiauns, near the Ra-
pids of the Miami: the difficulty of crossing
the river and want of provisions obliged the ex-
pedition to return, having lost 4 killed ; and 1
being wounded. Col. Campbell with 600 men,
attacked one of the Massasinewa towns, on the
17th and 18th December, and defeated the In-
dians after a “'most desperate conflict: the
American loss was 8 killed and 28 wounded,
the Indian town was burned. Colonel Jolin B.
Campbell, on the 17th November, attacked the
savages at a town on the Massissinewa, which
he burned, as well as three other tawns further
dewn the river, killing several, and taking 37
prisoners : on the morning of the 11th Dec. his
eamp was attacked by about 300ndians, who
were defeated, after an engagement of about
three quarters of an hour. The loss of the
Amerieans in these affairs was 9 killed and about
35 or 40 wounded ; about 40 of the Indians
were killed. The Indians also suffered a defeat
from colonel Williams, commanding the Ten-
nessee troops. ‘
These aetions were well calculated to inspire
the Indians with a proper respeet for the Ame-
w¥icans ; and, il followed up with continned sue-
~eess, would tend to estrange the savage enemy
~ #rom his British ally ; buta sad feverse soom
" occurred. \
A detachment under the ecommand of general
Winehester, being attacked on the 22d January,
at Frenchtown, on the river Raisin, by a great-
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Iy superior foree of Indians and British, aided
by several pieces of artillery, suffered a defeat.
"I'he Americans lost no honor on this occasion,
they defended themselves and fought with des-
peration, even beyond the time when prudence
and honor would have sanctioned a surrender,
General Winchester, being himselfa prisoner,
agreed to a surrender of the troops under his
command, on condition that they should be pro-
tected against the savages, and allowed to re-
tain their private property, and side-arms.——-—
Thirty-five officers and &90 non-eommissioned
officers ana privates were made prisoners, the
number of killed was considerable.

The prisoners, who were in health, were
marched to Malden ; the wounded were, con-
trary to the terms of capitulation, left at the
mercy of the Indians. On the morning of the
23d, such of the wounded as were unable to tra-
vel, were tomahawked and scalped.

The following is a copy of the report of a
ecommittee of congress, on this subjeet.

¢ The massacre of the 23d January, aftep
the capitulation, was perpetrated without any
exertion on their part, to prevent it ; indeed, it
is apparent, from all the circumstances, that if
the British officers did not connive at their de-
struction, they were criminally indifferent about
the fate of the wounded prisoners. But what
marks more strongly ghe dégradation of the
eharacter of the British soldiers, is'the refusal
of the last offices of humanity to the bedies of
the dead. The bodies of our countrymen were
exposed to every indignity, and hecame food for
brutes, in the sight anmen who affeet a sacred
regard to (he dictates of honor and religion.—
Yew indeed is the eharacter of that army which
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is reduced to the confession, that their savagy
auxiliaries will not permit them to performthe
rites of sepulture to the slain. The committee
have not been able to discever even the expres-
sion of detestution, whieh such conduct must
inspire, from the military or civil authority on
the Capadian frontier, unless such detestation
is to be presumed from the choice of an Indian
trophy as an ornament for the Legislative Hall
of Upper Canada.”

At a meeting of the officers who survived the
battle of Frenchtown, held at Erie, (Pa.) the
20th February, 1813, the. following stitement
and resolutions were agreed (o.

Whereas it is deemed necessary that our fellow
citizdns should be informed of the late perfidious
and brutal acts of the British government, perform-
ed by their officers at the battle of Frenchtown,

Resolved, That the following statement of the
conduct of the British officers, be published to our
countrymen :

That when general Winchester was taken pri-
soner on the 22d Junuary, 13183, and broucht before
colone] Proctor, the British commander, he directed
the commanding officer of the Americans (major
Madison) to surrender. Major Madison refused so
to do, u«less those who surrendered should be free
from savage massacre ; this was agreed to ; and the
British officers pledged themseclves to have a suffi-
cient force with the wounded to protect them; and
that they should be conveyed to Malden the next
morning. They likewise promised to return tothe
sfficers their arms at Malden.

. ,»Capt. N. G. F. Hart, inspecter to the north-west«

&rn army, being among the wounded, it was pro-
posed by his friends, that they should carry him
with them—this they were prevented from doing by
eapt. Elliot, a British officer, and an old acquaintance
of eaptain Hart’s, who promised capt. H. his special
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Yotection—=to convey him in his own sleigh to
i’hldcn that evening, and informing him that he
should be welcome to remain at his house there,
until he should recover.

These were the firomises of the British——Let our
eountrymen and the world s€e how they were ful-
flled.

At the break of day next morning, the savages
were suffered to commit every depiredation upon our
wounded which they pileased. An indiscriminate
slaughter took place of all who wereunable to walk—
many were tomahawked and many were burned alive
in the houses. Among the unfortunate thus mur-
dered, it is with regret and sorrow we have to name
captains Hart and Hickman.

The arms of the officers as promised, were never
returned, Every species of private property re=
maining in the tents, belonging to both officers and
soldiers, were plundered by the savages. ;

Resolved, That in consideration of the high re
spect we hold to the memories of both officers and
soldiers who were thus cruelly murdered, by per-
mission of the British commander Proetor, and lis
subalterns, and those who gloriously fell in the fieid,
¥efending the only free government on earth, that
sach of us wear black crape on our hats and left
arm for.the space of ninety days.

Resolved, That a similar—procedure, testifying
their respect for those who were murdered and fell
on that day, be recommended to our brother officers
and soldiers who survived it.

SAMUEL WILLIAMS, President.
Joux BecxLEyySecretary.

The little progress, hitherto-made by dand,
against the enemy, had determiued the congress
and general government on adopting-a mereef-
ficient plan of warfare. - Several new appoint-
ments of officers were made ; and commodere

Chauncey was appointed to the command of the
lake navy.



72 HISTORY OF THE WAR.

The Commodore sailed from Sackett's Har-
bor on Lake Ontario, on the 8th Nov, fell in
with and chased the Royal George until he lost
sight of her in the night ; on the following day
renewed the chase, and followed her into Kings-
ton harbor, where he éngaged her and the bat-
teries, for nearly two hours—at sun down he
hauled off, being obliged, by badness of the
weathery to return to Sackett’s Harbor.

The Constitation frigate having undergone
every mecessary repair, proceeded from Boston
on a Second cruise, in October. QOn the 23th
December;” 1812, in south lat. 18. 6, and west
lon. 38, ten leagues distant from the coast of
Brazils, fell in with and captured his Britannic
Maujesty’s frigate Java, after an acticn of one
hour and 55 minutes. ‘T'he Java carried 49
guns, and upwards of 400 men, and was com-
manded by eaptain H. Lambert, a brave and
gallant officer. " The Java was so perfect a
wreck, that it seemed extremely doubtful whe-
ther she could be brought te the United States,
she was therefore burned in two days after be-
ing captured.

The Java had been lately out of dock, having
undergone a thorough repair, in order to carry
out Lieut. General Hislop, who was geing as
commander in chief to Bomhay. Besides her
full complement of men, the Java had upwards
of 100 supernumeraries, going to British ships
of war in the East-Indies ; also several officers,
passengers, going out on promotion. T’he num-
ber 6f men was considerably more than that of

qopgtitution. By her quarter-bill, she had

R imore stationed at each gun than the
mstiigtion had. The loss en board-the Con-
-stitution 'was 9. killed and 25 wounded. ~The
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anemny had 60 killed and 101 wounded; but by
a letter written on board the Constitution by
one of the officers of the Java, and accidentally
found, it was evident that the enemy’s wounded
must have been considerably greater ; the let-
ter states 60 killed and 170 wounded. 'This
additional number of wounded men have proba-
bly died, before they could be removed. A-
mong the wounded on board the Constitution,
was capfain Bainbridge, the commander: eap-
m;n Lambert, of the Java, was wounded mor-
tally. ‘ '
General Hislop was immediately pavoled
with the officers of his staff; and, at the re-
quest of general Hislop, in a letter dated St.
Salvador, Jan. 3, 1813, all the officers of the
Java werein like manner paroled—Commodore
Bainbridge restored all the private property of
gen. Hislop, including articles of plate, to a
large amount. '
The Corporation of the city of New-York
presented commodore Bainbridge with the frec-
dom of the city, on the 8th December, 1813.

The following resolution was passed by the
Senate of Massachusetts, the 19th February.

¢¢ Resolved, That the thanks of this Senate be gi-
ven to commodore William Bainbridge, and the offi-
cers and crew of the frigate Constitution, under his
command, for their brilliant achievement in captur-
ing and destroying his Britannic majesty’s frigate
Java—and that the commodore be requested ta
communicate the samie to his officers and trew,
with an assurance from this branth of the legisla-
ture, that they will hold in grateful remembrance
those whe fell in fighting for the essential and vie-
lated rights of their country.” ,

Although it is a fact established, beyend the
G
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power of¢ontradiction, that every possible ia-
dulgence and attention were exercised toward
the erew of the Java, yet were some of her of-
ficers so ungrateful as to charge the Americans
with having ill-used the vanquished in a variety
of ways. In reply to a publication in the Bri-
tish naval Chronicle, for May, 1814, by The-
mas Cook Jones, surgeon of the Java, and ano-
ther publication in the same paper, for Junc,
by one of the lieutenants of the Java, charging
the Americans with cruelty, &c. Mr. Ames
A. Evans, surgeon of the frigate Constitution,
published in the Boston Chronicle, a complete
refutation of the British slander, concluding
with the following words :

« T challenge theé British to’produce a solitary in-
stance, where they have given a faithful and candid
relation of the result of their actions with us since
the declaration of the present war. They have, of
late, established for themselves a kind of national
character, that, I trust, nope will envy them the
posses:ion of ; they have proved, that although they
may not a/ways be able to conquer in battle ; they
can prevaricate, defame or mistake, with as much
eas€ as any nation on earth.”

Commodore Rodgers sailed from Boston the
8th Oct. 1812, on his second cruise, having under
his command the frigate President, the United
States, capt. Decatur ; Congress, capt. Smith ;
and brig Argus, eapt. Sinclair. The President
and Congress arrived at Boston in December.
During their cruise, they captured the British

pae& Swallow, with 168,000 dollars on board,
yd:British ship Argo, laden with ciland whale-

bone; both of which arrived some time before.
They saw no enemy’s cruisers but the Nymphe
and Galatea, which they chased, but lost sight
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sof in the night. The squadron have been asfar
east as long. 22, and to the south as far as lat.
17 N. From the 1st to the 30th November,
they never saw a sail. On the 22d Qetober,
lying to ina gale, the President sprung her
mainmast badly, and on the 21st December,
while lying to in the Gulf Stream. shipped a
heavy sea, which swept the starboard guagway,
started the boats, killed 2 men, and wounded 7.
The President brought in 50 prisoners.

The specie was landed from the President, at
the navy-yard in Charlestown, and being placed
in six waggons, each carrying the national ce-
lors, was thus earried to the state bank in Bos-
ton, where it was safely deposited, amidst the
huzzas of thousands of spectators.

" 'The gommodore parted company with the
United States and Argus the 12th October.

The U. 8. brig* Viper, capt. ‘Henley, of 12
guns was captured on the 17th January, 1843,
in lat. 29 'N. 83. 30 W. by his Britannic majes-
ty’s frigate Narcissus, of 32 guns, after a chase
of 5 hours.—No fighting.

Commodore Bainbridge left the U. S. sloop
of war Hornet, capt, James Lawrence, off the
harbor of St. Salvador, where she remained
from the 6th, until the 24th January, bloekad-
ing the Bonne Citoyenne and another armed
vessel. Being at length driven from heér. sta-
tion by the Montague of 74 guns, which was
sent to relieve the Bonne Citoyenne, captaim
Lawrence proceeded off Demarara river, where,
on the 2ith February, 1815, he fill in‘with and
engaged his Britannic magesty’s brig of war
Peacock ; the action lasted but 15 minutes, in
which short space of time, the Peacock was
literally out to pieces : an ensign, union down,
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was hung from the fore-rigging as a signal ate
once of distress and surrender. Lieut. Shubrick, °
who was sent on board her, returned with are-
port that she was fast sinking, having then six
feet of water in her hold. 'The boats of the
Hornet were immediately despatched, and every
possible exertion made to keep her afloat until”
the prisoners could be removed, by pumping and
hailing without effect, as she sunk in five and a
half fathoms water; earrying down nine of her
crew, and three of the erew of the Hornet, viz.
John Hart, Joseph Williams, ard Hannibal
Boyd. Several of the Hornet’s erew narrowly
eseaped a similar fate, heing saved by jumping
into a boat that was lying on the booms, as she
went down. \
- The Peacock was"ne of the finest vessels of
- her clags in the British navy ; she mounted 16
twenty-four pound carronades, two long nines,
one twelve pound carronade on her top gallant
forécastle-as a shifting gun, and one four or six
pounider, and two swivels mounted aft ; her
crew eonsisted, at the time of the aetion, of one
hundred and thir(y men.

The loss on board the Peacock could not be
ascertained by capt. Lawrence, but must have
been eonsiderable. Capt. Peake, her comman-
der, and four men were found dead'on board,
and 33 wounded, most of them severely, three
of which died of their wounds, after being res
moved. The total of killed, wounded and drown-
ed, was ecrtainly 42, and probably more.

The Espeigle, a British brig, mounting 10
thirty-two pound carronades and two long nine’s,
Ifiabout 6 miles in shore, and within: sight of
thesaetion : she declined coming In -aid “of her
comsort. or to appreach the victorious ship, ali
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though eapt. Lawrence cleared his ship in éx-
pectation of a second engagement.

. Captain Lawrence, stated, that there were
two impressed Ameriean seamen on board the
late British sloop of war Peacoek, one a natiye
of the state of New-York, and the other a na-
tive of Norfolk. One of them was pressed two
years and a half, and the other about 18 months
previous, neither of them entered, and both were
compelled to fight during the engagement with
the Hornet. -

Before the engagement commenced, the above
mentioned American s¢gamen left their station,
went to the captain of the Peaceck, and asked
his permission to go below, with the crew of the
brig Hunter, of Portland, as they eould not fight
against their country. 'This request was per-
emptorily refused by capt. Peake, and the two
Americans were forced to their station, and
compelled to fight.

Capt. Lawrence further stated, that another
impressed American was reported to have heen
on board the Peacock, and that he was killed
during the action. ' .

'The reader should not be carried away with
the belief, that the commander of the Espeigle
was a coward, That may possibly have been
the ease, but it is far from being probable.——-
Those who wish te allow to Americun naval he-
roes their well earned honors, will be readier to
aseribe the modesty of the Englishmen te the
cffect of American prowess, than te British
cowardice. ‘Prudence is a virtue which often
requires courage to exercise. Had the coem-
mander of the Espeigle encouuteréd'the- vigto-
rious American, he would be defoited. He
probably believed so ; “and, believing it, ho aet-
ed with prudence, G2
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The following comment on the eapture of the
Peacock is extracted from the London Globe,

¢ The late captain of the Swallow packet,captured
by the Americans, landed on Monday at Falmouth,
from on board tfe Childers sloop ofgvar. He con-
firms the loss of the Peacock, which®truck to the
Hornel, after a severe anc sanguinary conflict, and
went down while the enemy were taking out her
crew. Sixteen English and four Americans went
down in her. The force of the two vessels was
nearly equal. The circumstances, therefore, which
_have enabled America thus to add another laurel te
her brow, it is most important to know, and we
trust they will be fully inquired into. In the cases
of capture by large.American frigates, the mercena-
ry wrifers for the admiralty have assured their read-
ers that they have, by some charm, been able to prac-
tice a decepitio visus upon our navy ; that although
apparently frigates, they are in fact great ships of
the line ; but as no disparity of size is supposed
to have existed in this disaster, Mr. Croker’s scribes
will probably give out, that the crew of the Hornet
were not of the ordinary race of sailors, but that ev-
ery one was a Hercules in strength, and an Archi-
medes in science.”

The following appeared in a Halffax paper.

¢1In our extracts from American papers our read-
ers will find an account of, the capture of the Pea-
cock. The good fortune of the Americans has not
forsaken them ; on the contrary, it is more conspi-
cuous in this than in their previous actions. ZEve-
ry one conversant with gunnery must know, that
had a vessel deet MOORED for the sole purpose of
making an EXPERIMENT, it is not at all likely she
would have been SUNK in so short a time.”

Previous to the action with the Peacock,

capt. Lawrenee captured, on the 4th Feb. the
English brig Reselution, of 10 guns, from Rio
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Janeiro, bound to Maranham, which he burned
after taking from her about 23,0001 sterling in
specip.  On mustering the morning after the
action, there were found on board the Horpet
277 souls, including the crew of the American
brig Hunter, of Portland, taken a few days be-
fore by the Peacock. This additional proof of
the superiority of American taetics has not
becn exceeded by any former instance. It may
indeed be said to have decided the relative mer-
its of American and British scamen, the supe-
riority claimed by the British is np longer main-
tainable—the Americans rank decidedly as first
in naval tactics.

Capt. Lawrence, while off St. Salvador, sent
a ehallenge to capt. Greene, of the Bonne Cito-
yenne, which the latter prudently declined ae-
cepting.

The following resolutions passed the common
council of the city of New-York, on the 29th
March, 1813.

“ Resolved,, That the freecom of the city be pres
sented to Captain LAWRENCE, together with a piece
of plate with appropriate devices and inscriptions,
and that his honor the Recorder be requested te
forward the same, with a cepy of this resolution.

Resolved, That intestimony of the high sense
which this Common Council entertain of the con-
duct of the crew of the United States’ sloop of war
Hornet, by the capture of his Britannic Majesty’s
sloop of war Peacock, in' the unexampled short pe«
viod of fifteen minutes, that the Common Council
will give a public dinner to the crew of the United
States’ sloop of war Hornet.”

These many and splendid naval vietories de-
served not only the applause but the gratitade
of the nation. Congress was not insensible. to
this. A'law passed that body in Mareh, 1843,
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appropriating the sum of $25,000, to be distri-
buted among the officers and crew of the Con-
stitution, for the destruction of the Gureriere ;
and a like sum of $25,000, for the destruction
of the Java ; and the sum of %25,000, to be
distributed among the officers and ¢rew of the
Wasp, for the capture of the Frolic.

'The United States’ frigate Chesapeake, capt.

Evans, arrived at Boston the 10th April, 1813,
from a eruise of 115 days, l'naving sailed from
the same port the 17th December, 1812.
- From Boston the Chesapeake ran down by
the Madeiras, Canaries, and Cape de Verds ;
thence down on the equator, between long. 16
and - 25, where she cruised 6 weeks; thence
down the coast of South Amerieca, passing with-
m 15 leagues of Surrinam, (was in the same
plaee the Hornet sunk the Peacock the day af-
ter she left) down by Barbadoes, Antigua, and
most of the windward West-India islands ; thence
on the United States, between Bermuda ahd the
Capes of Virginia, by the Capes of Delaware
within 12 leagues, by New-York within 20
leagues, th®nee through the east channel to
Boston.

The Chesapeake captured, during her cruise,
3 British, and 1 American vessel sailing under
a British licence ; and re-captured an Ameri-
can schooner. 'The Chesapeake was chased by
two ships of war (a 74 and a frigate) off the
‘Western Islands. Off the Capes of Virginia,
gave chase te a sloop of war, and continued
chasing for 2 days, when the sloop eseaped in
the night. * Séven nien died of a malignant fe-
ver ; and 3 were lost by the carrying away of
the main-top-mast, during a heavy flaw, the day

‘ before her arrival in port,
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On the 26th April, the enemy in great force,
invested Fort Meigs ; and, on the 1st May,
commenced a cannonade.  On the 9th May, the
siege was raised. The garrison made success-
ful sorties against the right and left wing of the
encmy. Gen. Clay also attacked the cnemy,
with great sucecoss, and spiked several pieces of
eannon ; but the Kentuckians, with too much
ardor and confidence, remained on the ground,
although frequently called on to return to the
fort, until attacked by a very superior force of
Indians and British, when they were defeated
with a less of about 500 men.

On the 25th April, commodore Chauncey
sailed from Sackett’s Harbor, having on board
his fleet about 1700 troops, destined to com-
mence operations against Canada. They arriv-
cd opposite Little York, the capital of Upper
Canada, on the morning of the 27th April, and
immediately commenced the landing of the
troops, under a heavy fire from the enemy.—
After a very severe and sharp contest of half
an hour, the enemy was repulsed by a number
far inferior to theirs. As soon as the remain-
der of the troops had landed, the enemy retired
to his works. One battery being earried, the
troops were advancing towards the main works,
when a tremendous explosion took place from
a magazine previously prepared, and which
threw out an immense quantity of stones, by
which the Americans lost in killed and wennd-
ed about 200 men, among the killed, the gallant
brigadier-general Pike. The British regulare
troops having retreated, the commanding officer
of the militia agreed to terms of eapitulation,
and the capital of Upper Canada was surremtler-
od to the Amcrican treops. The Amcriean
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loss in killed and wounded, was 269. Enemy’s
loss in killéd; wounded and prisoners, 980.

As an evidence of the barbarity of the enemy,
the following despatch from commodore Chaun-
cey to the secretary . of the navy, is given.

Sir—I have the honor to present to you by the
hands of lieut. Dudley, the British standard taken
at York on the 27th of April last, accompanied by
the.mace, over which was hung a human scalf.
These articles were taken frem the parliament house
by one-of my officers, and presented to me. The
scalp I caused to be presented to general Dearborn,
who, I believe, still has it in his possession. I also
send, by the same gentleman, one of the British
flags taken at Fort George on the 27th of May. I
have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your
most obedient humble servant,

ISAAC CHAUNCEY.

On the 22d May, commodore Chauncey sail-
ed from Sackett’s Harbor, having 350 men of
eolonel M¢Comb’s regiment on board, and ar-
rived near Niagara on the 25th; the other
parts of his squadron had arrived before, and
landed their troops. The commodore had an
immediate interview with gen. Dearborn, and a
plan of operations against the enemy was agreed
on.  On the 26th, the commodore reconnoiter-
ed the position for landing the troaps ; and, at
night, sounded the shore. 'I'he morning of the
27th, was fixed on for an attack on the enemy
at Fort George. 'The heavy artillery, and as
many troops as could be stowed, were taken on
board the fleet, the remainder were ordered to
embark on board boats, and follow the ﬂ'.—
At 3 o’clock in the morning, a signal was made
for the fleet to weigh, and the troops were em-
barked on beard the boats before 4 ; and soon
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after, generals Dearborn and Lewis went on
board the fleet. In the course of the morning, |
the different vessels adyanced, -and took posi-
tions as directed. All the vessels anchored
within musket shot of the Canada shore ; and
in ten minutes after they opened upon the bat-
teries, they were completely silenced and aban-
doned. 'T'he light troops, under eol. Scott and
major Forsyth, landed at 9 o’clock ; gen. Lew-
is’s divisions with light artillery, under colonel
Porter, supported them. Gen. Boyd’s brigade
landed imm@diately after ; and generals Winder
and Chandler followed in quick succession.——
The enemy, who had been concealed in a ra-
vine, now advanced in great force to the edge of
the bank, and disputed the landing with great
warmth ; but the coolness and intrepidity of
the Americans compelled them to give way in
~every direction. 'The enemy soon deserted the
fort, which was occupied before noon by the
Americans. The enemy lost 108 killed, 163
wounded, and 113 taken prisoners. The Amer-
icans lost 39 killed, and 111 wounded. In the
enemy’s loss, 507 militia, who were paroled,
are not included.

Rpier to the taking of Fort George, three
Americans in the camp, who refused to bear
arms, were, by order of col. Clark, taken out,
and without ceremony, shot’ 'This infernal
scoundrel met with his deserts soon after—he
was killed at the time of the surprise of gener-
als Winder and Chandler.

A fire was kept up at intervals, during the
succeeding night, from the batteries at Fort
Erie. On the morning of the 28th, all the ma-
gazines from Chippewa to Point Albino were
blown up, the enemy retreated ; and Fort Erie
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was entered in the afternoon by the American
. troops.

In these different transactions, commodore
Chauncey bore a spirited and useful part. The
less on board his fleet consisted of 5 killed and
11 wounded.

Capt. Perry, afterward known as the hero of
Erie, volunteered his services on this oceasion,
and materially aided in securing success. ¢ He
was,” aeeording to commodore Chauncey’s re-
port, ¢ present at every poiat where he could
‘be useful, under showers of musketry, but for-
tunately, escaped unhurt.”

T'he enemy, probably with a wish to perform
some exploit that might balance his losses in
the neighborhood of Niagara, prepared, with a
strong force, to attack the American post at
Sackett’s Harbor. On the 28th May, the ene-
my’s fleet appeared, accompanied by a large
number of boats. Lieut. Chauneey, of the na-
vy, came in from the lake, firing alarm guns.
Gen. Jacob Brown, who commanded the fort,
made every possible dispesition to repel the me-
naced attack. On the morning of the 29th, 83
large boats, filled with troops, came off from
the enemy, and proceeded to Garden-islafilfun-
der cover of some gun-boats. The militia, sta-
tioned near where the enemy proposed to land,
fired with considerable effect, and then fled from
their post. 'The enemy effected a landing with
abbut 1200 men at Horse-island. A detach-
ment of militia, under command of captain
Mc<Nitt, threw themselves, with considerable
effect, on the rear of the enemy’s left flank,
while the regulars, under colonel Backus, en-
gaged and routed him. Gen. Prevost, who
commanded the British expedition, retreated
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ican with great precipitation, under protection of the
guns of his vessels ; and thus saved himself and
dore men from being made prisoners. According to

The a previous arrangemcnt, it was agreed, that, in

and a certain event, the stores, &e. at the navy-
point, should be destroyed. This event did not

o of happen ; but some person, unautherised, brought

iion, inl’ormation to lieut. Chauncey, that the battle

s He was lost—the stores, accordingly, were destroy-

re- ed.
ould Gen. Jacob Brown, of the state of New-York,

for- who commanded the land forces at Sackett's

Harbor, gave a substantial proof of those mili-
orm tary talents, which, in all his subsequent opera-
s in tions, were so conspicuously useful to his coun-
h a try, and so uniformly honorable to himself, that
t at even envy never dared lisp an insinuation dis-
ane- cretitable or dishonorable to the general. Sir
irge : Jawmes Lucas Yeo commanded the British fleet.

na- I'he enemy’s loss was very eonsiderable, in-
uns. cluding several officers of distinetion. The
ort, Americans lost about 150 in killed and” wound-
me- ed ; colonel Mills was killed, aund colonel Bae-
33 us mortallv wounded. About 400 regular troops
rom sustained the heat of the action.
hin- At the close of the action, a British barge,
sta- with a naval lieutenant, under a flag of truece,
md, came to the bank of the river, and demanded of
om an officer who was standing there, in the name
vith of the general and commodore, the surrender

ch- of Sackett’s Harbor. 'T'he offieer replied ¢« No,”
iain and the flag returned.

ble The pride and presumed superiority of Bri-
nk, tain on her own demuin, the ocean, was mate-
en- rially tarnished. The laurels plucked from
vho France, Spain, Portugal, and Holland, were

ted withering, and seemed to be transferred to adorn
H
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the brows of the Litherto despised commanders
of the Lillipulian fleet of America. It was
resolved, by the enemy, to retrieve lost honor.
An expedient was resorted to which was suecess-
ful, so far as the capturing of a ship, yet an
astonished and admiring world remained unal-
tered in the opinion, that the superiority of
American tars was not lessened by the ev ent,
nor the fading lustre of British lnvmubllxq, in
any manner, retrieved.

Tor some time before the 1st of Jume, the
British frigates Tenedos, Bellepoule and Shan-
non, were-off the harbor of Boston, where the
Chesapeake lay. 'The Tenedos and Bellepoule,
having put a part of their crew on -board the
Shannon, proceeded to sea. 'T'he Shannon (the
best frigate in the British navy) appeared alone
off the harbor, on which the Chesapeake got
wunder weigh, at meridian, on 1st June ; at 15
minutes before 6, an action commenced, within
pistol shot, and, in a few minutes, the vessels
closed ; the arm-chest of the Chesapeake was
blown up by a hand grenade thrown from the
enemy’s ship, and immediately after the Ches-
apeake was carried by boarding, and the private
signals of the navy of the United States fell in-
to the hands of the enemy.

The enemy boasted not of this victory, it cost
him too dear and was an indisputable proof of
American bravery, Never was there such car-
nage between two ships, in so short a timey———
‘I'he loss on board the Shannon cannot be exaet-
1y ascertained ; the loss on board the Chesa-
penko was 48 killed, and 96 wounded. Total
kitled and wounded, 144.

Every officer, upon whom the command of
the ship would devolve, was either killed or
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wounded, previously to the capture of the ves-
sel. ''he brave capt. Lawrence was mortally
wounded.

On the authority of captain John Upton, com-
mander of the privateer Cessack, of Salemn, the
y of following circumstances were published in an
rents eastern paper,

, in  After the enemy had complete possession of the
ship, and the men were ordered from the tops, Mr.
Berry, a midshipman, who commanded the mizen
top, surrendered himself as a prisoner, when two
sailors rushed up, and seizing him by the collar, a¢-
tempted to throw him overboard, but he got within

the
han-
the

wale, the shrouds, when they seized him by the heels, and
| the pitched him on the deck ! Being stunned by the fall,
(lhc he lay some time senseless, and when he came too,
lone he was cut over the head with a cutlass, which ncar-

» got ly terminated his existence. Mr. Livingston, ano-
t 15 ther midshipman, after receiving a musket ball
ithin through his body, was run through the body three

ssels times, notwithstanding his repeated cries for guar-
Was ters, (and after the enemy had possession of the
the ship !) he lived lohg enough to express his irdig-

nation at the brutality of his enemics, and expired
in a few hours. Three men were killed in the hold
after the capture of the ship, and they even fired in-
to the cockpit, among the wounded and dying ! Ele-
ven of the Chesapcake’s officers were confinedin a
cost small place, 9 feet by 6, with a guard at the door,
of of ' till their arrival at Halifax, and only 1 or 2 permiit-
car- ted to come out at a time. Men were shot at in

‘hes-
vate
1 in-

e coming down out of the tops to surrender them-

caet- selves, and other instances of barbarity took place,

1880 - disgraceful to a civilized people.”

otal The boastings of British editors, and the re-
joicings of British partizans, were rather mad

d of than enthusiastic on the recovery of Hev tri-

i or "/ dent by the mistress of the deep; but this re-
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Jjoicing did not long continue ; the faets eon-
nected with the engagement could not be long
concealed. 'The cowardly superiority of the
enemy, the unexampled bravery of the Ameri-
cans, and the great loss of blood in defence of
their flag, especially when contrasted with for-
mer engagements, in which the enemy was de-
feated, left mno solid ground for exultation, no-
thing of which to boast. The unprejudiced
reasoner will be yet found holding the laurel
and doubting whether to award it to the victors
or the vanquished. 'The honers conferred on
capt. Breke, by his countrymen, were justly
due to great valour, of which he is certainly
possessed, although, in this instanee, it was tar-
nished by a dastardly plan to render success
oertain.

The body of captain Lawrence was interred
at Halifax on the 8th June ; on which oceasion,
the British officers joined in procession, to show
their respect for a naval commander, whose
heroism, skill and demeanor, drew respeet from
all, even from the enemy.

Captain Crowinshield, of Salem, (Ms.) hav-
ing obtained a flag of truce, proceeded to Hali-
fax in the brig Henry, at his own private ex.
pense ; and, being permitted to take on board
his vessel, the body of captain Lawrence and
also that of lieutenant Ludlow, brought the
corpses to Salem, whlere a funeral procession

_toek place on the 17th August, with every mark
‘;t regret, esteem and gratitude, which the citi-

ens could bestow. Judge Story dclivered a
suitable oration : the effect produced on the au-
dience, when the orator pronounced the last dy-
ing words of Lawrenee, ¢ DONT GIVE UP THE
sHTP,” may be conceived ; 1o deseribe it would
be impessible, x
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Som- Mr. Edward N. Cox, brother-in-law to eap-
ong tain Lawrence, proceeded to Salem, and, having
the received the bodies of the two heroes, convey-
eri- ed them to the city of New-York, where they
y of were finally interred. 'The arrangements for
for- a public funeral were made under the direction

de- of a committee of the common council of the
ne- city.

iced On Thursday, the 16th September, pursuant
urel to arrangements, the bodies of our valiant coun-
tors trymen, Lawrence and Ludlow, were finally
| on consigned to the peaceful tomb. The unusual
stly number which swelled the mournful procession,
inly and the undissembled sorrow which marked ev-
tar- ery countenance, from the highest to the lowest

erder, evinced, in an unparalleled degree, the
publie sympathy, and that the honors paid (o
sl the < mighty dead” were not more conspicuous
ion, than deserved. On no similar occasion have
how we wn(m'.ssed a tesnmomfal of respect SO univer-
e sal and sincere. It was indeed a day of moura-
Coms ing. The hoartg of hoary patriots and youth-
ful heroes, heat m solemn unison, and the hright
eye of beauty glistened with a tributary tear.—
Not only the reflections arising fiom such a
scene, but every transhetion connected with the
proceedings of the day, were calculated (o in<
spire with reverence the eoldest aud most disin-

cess

1av-
lali-

ex-
yard

and
terested spectator.
'he ry > ..o
sion I'he concourse of spectators who witnessed

ark this interesting and impressive exhibition was
‘..(. innumerable, and is supposed (o ameutttdo foe-
((; " ty or fifty thousand. 'T'he streets were liued,
¢ a the windews . crowded. and the roofs eovered
4 with citizens, viewing the grand and soleinn
Y spectacle. 'F'he eavaleade of boats in the har-
vhn bor, fromr its movelty in particular, atiracted
ould u 2

) au-

A
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much attention, and the wharves and the rigging
of the vessels in the docks were crowded with
spectators. .

The corporation made a provision of 1,000
dellars for each.of the two infant children of
captain Lawrence.

An application to the British naval officer,
captain Oliver, for permission to convey the
bodies of Lawrence and Ludlow, by water, to
New-York, was shamefully refused.

The following extraets, translated from a
French paper, is worthy of a place here,

“.The British, who had triumphed in so many na-
val combats previously to the prevailing American
war, have long relinquished the practice of rejoicing
for victories obtained over a single frigate.  If an
achievement of that sort took place against any of
the European powers, the detail of the action was
merely inserted in the London Gazette, the papers
of the metropelis echoed the narrative, paid a pres-
sing compliment to the officer, and the affair went
off, being recorded piro memoria, in.the Naval
Chroniclg, as a thmg of course. Votes of honor
from the corporation of London, a sword of a hun-
dred guineas valueyand parliamentary encomiums,
were reserved for the hero who should destroy a
Jeet.  The battle of the Nile, that of Trafalgar,
and the like, were alone brilliant-enough to excite
the applause of a people grown callous to common
feats of renown, and who, accustomed to vanquish
every thing on the ocean, believed themselves-om-
nipotent on that glement. In‘the Americans, the
British have found an enemy that has obstructed
the agreeable train of their maritime ideas. The

“eitizens of the United States are the best seamen
in the world: Their officers are men of nautjcal
¢ Science, of great experiente, and generally i the
‘prime of life: - The first naval* combat of the war,
marked, not a simple equality ofskill and courage
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in the men of the two countries, but a decided su-
periority in favor of the Americans.. If the En- -
glish pride was mortified at the sudden reverse in
the case of the Guerriere, the whole British go-
vernment was thrown into consternation at the cap-
ture of the Macedonian, the Java, the Frolic, and
the Peacock. bSuch rapld and suctessive defeats
made the cabinet of “t. James bristle again; it
seemed as if all the English captains were doomed
to pass, one after the other, under the Yankee yoke,
or to the regions of the dead !”

“ A triumph gained by something very like an
artifice, has given occasion to'the most extravagant
demonstrations of joy in London. A member of
Parliament, whose name is Croakcr, which in the
English tongue, signifies a noisy, but contemptible
reptile, has pronounced on the occasion a most
preposterous eulogium, and the corporation‘of Lon-
don have treated the affuir as if the fleets of all the
world had been anchored in the Thames, as trophies
of their valor! Who is there that does not perceive
in this vaporing of the Islanders, a real fear for
their ultimate naval superiority ? The Amea
will soon recover from this event. They are
ple that do not yield to misfortune. We had so”
experience of them 30 yearsago; and they have
already evinced that they have not degenerated.” -

The barbarous usage which the crew of the
Chesapeake received from the enemy, when
eontrasted with the treatment which the brave
Lawrence and his crew observed when they
were victors, is the best possible comment on
the charaéter of both nations.

It is a fact worthy of note, and in (he highest
@legree honourable to our brave tars, that on the
day succeeding the destruetion- of the Peacoek,
the crew of the Hornet made a subseription and
supplied the prisoners (who had lestalmost eve-
ry thing) with ¢wo shirts anda Jacket and trow-
sers each.
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The following is the offieial report of an ex-
traordinaryevent which occurred on the 6th June.

Copy of a letter from major-general Dearborn,
w5 to the secretary of war.
Htad-Qua; tersy Fort Georgey June 6, 1813.
Sfr—1 have received an express from the head
of the lake this evening, with intelligence, that our
troops, commanded by brig, gen. Chandler, were at-
tacked at two o’clock this morning by the whole of
the British and Indian forces, and” by some strange
futality, though our loss waus small, |(not exceeding
thirty.) and the ene¢my completely routed and driv-
en from the field, both brig..generals  handler and
Windcr, weretaken prisoners. ‘Lhey had adva.ced
£0 ascertain the situation of a company of artillery,
when the aftick commenced. " Gen. Vincent is
gaid to be aming the killed of the enemy ; colonel
Clarke was mortally wounded and fell into our
ds, with 60 prisoners of the 49th Biitish regi-
ment.  %he whole loss of the enemy is 250, They
sent in a flag with a request to bury their dead.
, Gen. Lewis, accompanied by brig. gen. Boyd, goes
" on ¢ the command of the.advanced troops.
” appears, that on this oceaston, the advanc-
ed guard of the American army commenced a
sharp skirmish with the advance of the enemy,
inthe afterncon of (he 5th June : the latter was
eompelled to retreat into athick wood. In tlie
evening the Amerieans. took a pesition behind
Stoney-creek ; the light infantry and part of
the rifle corps formed the right wing; the ar-
tillery, the centre ; the 5th, 416th and 23d in-
Hntryy and some riflemen, theleft ; and the ea-
waley in the rear; the picket gualﬁs were
ptyong, and so placed as to $wrresud the en-
eampment with centinels. The whele force did
not exceed 4000 meny but their dispesition was
the hest.that eould be made,  Three bundred
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men were encamped on the border of the lake,
for“the protection of the boats. , y

About 2 o’clock in the morning, the enemy
forced the picket, and attacked the encamp-’
ment, in the dark, with his whole forece of re-
gulars and Indians. The Americans withstood
and resisted the enemy with such resolution and
suecess, that, when the day dawned, none of the
enemy were to be seen, but the killed and
wounded, who cgvered the field ef battle.

The attack pegan on the right ‘and was gal-
lantly repelled by the fire of "the light troops
and 25th regiment, commanded by maj. Smith.
In a few minutes it became . general along the
whole line, and ‘was nobly returned by the ar-
tillery of the centire, commanded by captains
Townsend and L. Leenard, and by the troops of
the left wing, viz. the 5th under lieut. eol. M
ton, the 23d commanded by major Armst
and the 16th. The fire continued with'little in-
termission for ene hour, during which time the
enenty attempted, by frequent charges, to break
our line; but without -effect, being obliged to
give ‘way by the well directed fire of our brave\
troops. ‘ :

‘The 413th and 14th regiments (which had been
detached the preceding evening) were active inf
waking prisoners, and advanced with much ar-
dor to the field, in hopes of sharing with the
gallant 5th and 25th, 23d and light troops, the
glory of another combat. But:the. unfortunate
capture of brig. gens. Chandler and“Winder.
who' were taken in the actionunkaownte-any
part of the arme, and hurried to ‘the ememy’s
lines, prevented the future operations frem be-
ing carried into effect, with the promptitude
which would'assuredly have ‘taken plaee had
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t’either of those officers been present to com-
mand,

As.soon as it was discovered that generals

#Winder and Chandleér were prisoners, colonel
‘James Burn, on whom the command develved,
summoned a ecouncil of war, a majority of
whom degided, that the army ought‘to retire to
its former position, at Forty-mile-creek.

The army on this occasion has proved irs
firmness and beavery, by keeping its position in
a night attack, in which the yells of the Indians,
mingled with the roaring of caniion and mus-
ketry, were galeulated tointimidate. "Fhe ene-
my charged repeatedly, and so dark was_the
night, that our army could not distinguigh friend
drom foe ; in one of these they succeeded in
garrying off a 6 pounder, a howitzer and a cais-
‘son, to the great wortifieation of our - brave ar-
mry. Tt 15 presumed it was on that oceasion al-
s0-that we lost our generals, who were distinetly
heard enconraging our men to fight. The
squadron of dragoons remained formed and
steady at their posts, but could not act on ac-

~2dgount of the darkness of the night, and the
‘thiekness of the adjacent woods.

,;Rcﬁ‘qrt of killed, wounded and missing, in the action
of the 6th June, at Stoney Creck.

Killed—1 sergcant, | corporal, 15 privates.

Wounded—1 captain, 1 sergeant, = corporals and
34 privates, '

Misging—2 brigadier-generals, I major, 3 cap-~
tains, ! subaltern, 9 sergeants, 4 corporals, 80 pri-
vates. ¢ ¥

T'otal, killed, wounded and missing, 154.

Correct returns from the reports'of the different
¢orps in thé action of the 6th inst. at Stoney Creek,

J. JOHNSON, Ast. Adj: Gen, 7




als
nel
ed,

of
' to

its
1 in
IN¥y
us-
ne-
the
end
| in
ais-
ar-
| al-
etly
'he
and
ac-
the

tion

and'

sap-

rint

HISTORY OF THE WAR. &' 95

The enemy acknowledged to have on this’'oe-
casion, the 8th or King’s regiment, 280 men';
49th regiment 430—"Potal regular 710, beside
« a powerful body of¥ndians, under the -Chief
Norton,” As the enemy makes no mention of
his militia, and as he .is. known to under-rate
his actual foree, in every action, it may.be sup-
posed that his force, in the engagement at Sto-:
ney-creek, was very considerahle. B,

The American army took Up a position at
Forty-mile-creek, 10 miles in rearoftheground
on which'it had been attacked. ' Here it was
joined at 5 o’clock in the afternoen  of the 7
June, by a reiaforcement under command of
gen, Lewis. At 6 o'clock jn ilie evening,  the
hostile fleet hove in sight4 the Americans lay
on their arms, during’the night. At dawn ‘of
day, the squadron appeared about a.mile from
the shore ; about 6 o’clock towed in a larg
schooner, (it being a dead calm) with a view to
destroy a number of boats attached to the Amegs
rican army, whieh lay on the beach. . By mean§
of a temporary furnace, constructed in half an
hour, under direction of capt. T'otten of the en-
gineers, and by the suecessful fire from four '
picees of @rtillery, worked by the men of capt.
Archer and Towson’s companies, the enemy’s
schooner was compeHed to retire, without effect-
ing the destruction of the boats. A party of
Indians, having occupied a commanding emi-
nence, commenced an attack on the Americans,
but were soon dislodged. and foreed to retreat
before a party of volunteers; under command of
lieut. Eldridge, adjutant in.col. Christie’s regi-
ment, Sir James Yeo, commander of the ene-
my's fleet having  failed in his attack on the
boats, sent a flag to the American commander,
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demandmg a surrender of the army ; to this a
‘vérbal negative was givem. On the1ith, a part
of the camp-equipage and baggage wereput in
~jboats’; and ‘the  weather* being favorable, the
ts put off, without'waiting for a detachment
~of 200 men which were-ordered to go on board
'the purpose of protecting them, in case of
ping attacked. It was for a short time calm,
$ a'breeze¢ springing up, when they had pro-
essed about thiree miles, ‘they were bore down
on. by @n armed schooner ; the most enterpris-
ing kept on and escaped, others ran to the shore
and deserted- their beats ; twelve of the boats,
principally containing baggage of the officers
and men, weretaken. At 10 o’clock, general
Lewis put the army in motien, -in Ol'del to re-
turn t6 Niagara ; the Cahadian militia and sav-
ages hung on thelr flanks and rear, duri mg the
retreat. '

"Lieut. col. Boerstler was: detaohed, on the
gvening of 23d June, with 570 men, to a place
called %caver-dams, about 9 miles from Queens-
town, to disperse a body of the enemy. collected

~there. ' The enemy’s force was understood to
¢onsist of above 80 regulars, 150 or militia,
and 50 or 60 Indians. Col. Boerstle®s detach-
ment reached within about twe milesof Beaver-
dams at 8 o’cloek in the morning, when it was
attacked from an ambuseade, eonsisting of 500
regulars and 100 Indians, but soon repulsed the
enemy, and then retired to' awelear field, and
sent an express for reinforcements. -~ A pein:
foreement of 300 men, under oomamad off 0
Chrystie, was’quickly marched £oi -the aid:

pol. Boerstler ; but, on arriving at Quee
‘was informed; that ' lieut. co‘l Boerstler; with
his command ‘had -surrendered to the enemy.—

-~
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The reinforcement returned to Mp. The
Amgpican troops fought with great bravery for
two hours, while surreunded by superior num-
bers. Gea. Dearborn, ip his official statement,'
dated at Fort George, June 35th, expresses his
surprise ¢ why it should have been deemed
proper, to remain several hours in a position
surrounded with woods, without either risking
a decisive action, or effecting a retreat, réimains
to be aeceunted for, as well as the projeet of
waiting.for a reinforcement firom a distance of
fifteen-ow sixteen miles.”” 'Thisdifficulty was
soon cleared up by major Chapin, who com-
manded the militia at the battle of Beaversdams,
but wha arrjved at Buffaloe in the night of the
13th July, having, together with his company,
escaped from the enemy, after being prisoners
of war. Capt. Chapin stated, that the enemy
was considerably superior in number, notwith-
standing which, lieut. col. Boerstler would have
been alﬁe to maintain his position or cut a pas-
sage through the enemy so as to effect a retreat ;
bat at this juncture, a British officer rede up,
and demanded a surrender of the American
party.. Fheidemand was made, he said, to pre-
vent the 8ffusion of blood. He asserted also np-
on his homor, and deeclared in the most solemn
manter, that the British regular force was
double that of the Ameriean, and that the In-
dians. were 700 in number. Lieut. col, Boerst-
lerg under a belief of ghese facts, and thinking
itimpracticable to get off the wounded, whom
: unwilling to abandon to the mercy of the
% and deeming it extremely nnecertain
4 retreat could: be effected, thought

pwper to:agree to:terms af capitulation, which
X
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were at’ Jength signed by himself on the one -

__ part, and by lieut. col. Bishop on'the other,

Capt. Chapin makes the following statement :

¢ 1 he articles of capitulation were no sooner
sngned than they-were violated. 'The Indians
immediately commenced their depredations, and
plundered the officers of their side-arms. The
soldiers too were stripped of every article of
clothing to which the savages took a fancy, suLb
as hats, coats, shoes, &e.”

By the articles of capitulation, it was stipu-
lated that the, wounded should be taken good
care of, the officers be permitted to retain their
side-arms, private property be respected, and
the militia immediately paroled. Heow charac-
teristic of a savage and faithless enemy was
this shameful violation of honor and goed-faith.

Major Chapin and his corps were deétnined
under guard at the head of Lake Ontario; and
no attention paid to the article of capitulation,
which provided for their being paroled. Onthe
12th inst. they were ordered down the lake to
Kingston ; for which plage they were embark-
ed in two boats, accompanied by a guard of 15
men, under the command of a heutemqt Thir<
teen of the men, with the lieutenant, were sta-
tioned in the forward boat with major Chapin
and the other officers, while the remaining twa,
(a serfwant and one man) took the dirgetion of
the other boat, which contained thp seldiers.—
An agreement had been@ntered into previops
to their departure, of seizing the first.opportu-.
nmity that offered to regain their libesty, wiigh "
they determined to effeet or dig in the attempt,
When they were within abo 2mﬂesyl; ork,
fhe boat which was filled with the.
was rowed by them along side the other, nlﬁr
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pretence of taking something to drink. The
signal being given, they sprang upon the uard,
who little expected such a.maneuvre, and in a

' short time, disarmed them, and gained posses-

sion of the boats. They immediately altered
their course from Kingstomwto Fort Nug'lra,
and alter, rowing hard for most of the night,

and Lac'llllhf"' with difficulty from onc of theen=
emy’s schoo'wrs, which gave them thaté;ar-
rived in safety with their prisoners, at the
American garrison.

«The following extract ofa private letter from
Fort George, made its appearance in a publie
rewspaper in the first week in August.

“ A large lﬁ)nt arrived two days since from Little
York, contahiing one lieutenant and 8 of his Britan-
nic majesty’s militia, captuged by 8 of our men (8
regulars and 5 militia) taken at Beaver Dams. The
lientenant apd his party were'conducting. them.to
ngston—-our menrose onthe English, and brought
them ‘here. Ano’her boat, with 14 of Bocrstler’s
men, has just come in from York, bungmg with
them their sentinel and one other person.’

lt wqqld be an unpardonable injustice to thc
brave Chapin not to give his own report.of this
heroig eseape... The follewing is a copy of his,
letter to gen. Dearborn, dated Fort Geurm,
June 13th, 1813.

¢ Sir—] have just arrived from my confinement in
Canada, with my men, without our parole. -Our re.
turn happened in the follewing manner: I received
orders at Burlington hts on Monday morning te,

to ngstorn-—wc set off accordingly under the
ﬁre of a guard of 16 men. - ] had with me 28 men. .
We all ‘went on very quietly till 4 o’clock in the
afternoom, at'which time 1 gave a signal to attack,
the ‘guard, which were stationed in the following or-
chia sergeant and one man in the boat with my
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mem, a lieutenant and: 13 men in-the boat with me
and two officers. At the signal my men run along
side of the boat I was in. Lieut. Showers ordered
them to fallastern, I ordered them on beard—at
which 1ime the officer attempted to draw his sword.
I seized him by the neck and threw him on his back
~—two. of Lis men drew their bayonets upon me—I
immediately seized both bayonets at the same instant
and threw them on thg top of the officer, and kept
all down together ; at the same moment, my men
seized the guard and wrested from them their arms’
~we then having possession of the arms, changed
our course, and arrived here this morning half after
two 0’clock, all safe. We have brought two boats
with us. ' A r

. I have the honor to be, very fespectfully, your

ebedient servant,
CYRENUS CHAPIN.?. .

On the 11thJuly, 250 British regulars eross-
ed the Niagara below Black Roeck; and moved
up towards that place. A party of militia sta-
_tioned there fled at sight of the enemy, whoim.
mediately set fire to the block-houses, barracks,
: mnpikcd several eannon, - and took a Guantity

‘flour and salt, said to be 400 baryels, While

aged in getting it off, they were attaeked by
aparty of regularg, militia and Inditins; who
had come down from Buffaloe, and who.poured a
successful fire into them, which killed and
wounded a great number. The enéiny, howev-
er,suec: cded in getting off their plunder; lenv-
~ing'9-of their men d the shore.” Qur loss

was 4 killed and 3 wounded, 2 since dead.

On the 7th inst. the enemy attacked a guard
about a mile and a half from Fort George, when
Hent."iﬂl‘dridge, with 39 men, who Volunteered
under him, went to relieve them; but in his
zeal to exezute the order, he unexpected!y fosn:

~ N d oA oA e
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Rimself surrounded in the wood by Indians, who
opened a deadly fire upon his little corhs, which
cut down 18—a fow fled, and the remainder
were taken by the . Indians and stript, sealped
and mangled in a horrid manner. Only 9 of
the corps escaped.

During the night of the 4th July, a party of
the enemy, consisting, aceording to the British
account, of 41 men; but known to- exeeed that
number, passed over in hoats from Chippewa.
to Fort Schlesser, which was guarded by only.
42 men, whom the ¢nemy made prisoners, to-
gether with three of the eitizens ; and- also
suoceeded in carrying off some flour,  salt pork,
whiskey, &e. one hrass six pounder, a faw stands
of arms, some ball-cartridges, &o. with which
they hastily retired. - The enemy being rein-
forced, returned on the succecding evening to.
eomplete the plundering; which his hurry and
fears compelled him to leave @nfinished during
Lis first. visit,. but observing a gnard; he re-
treated without attempting te land.

A bedy of the cuemy,. consﬁmng of about: m
men,. beside  Indians, -a(tacked the pickets at
Fort George, on the 17th.-July, but wene'ipave-
ly frepulsed,.after a contest of -one hour.. Al
though this affair was net otherwise of -rouch
eonsequence, il was in a degree so,inasmuch, as
it gave a full oppor tunity ol testing the wmhw&
oF the American officers ong..;,v?;, as-it ,was
fought in tlomchmemg. Gen. Boyd, in Im‘oﬁy
sial report,’ highly éxtelled the activity: and’
bnwcry of' those : engaged.

.+ A declaration of war, of which the:following
is.a gopy, was issued by the Six Nations ‘of N{

« ¥ork Indians, immediately aftee the'i mvasnon of
thisstate hy thie British. . i 1

&4
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DECLARATION-OF WAR,
BY THE SIX NATIONS OF INDIANS./

We,{hi Chiefs and” Councillors of the gxx Na,
tions of Indians, résiding in the state of New-York,
do héreby proclaim to all the Wir Chiefs and War-
riors of the Six Nations, that W AR is declared cn
our part, against the Provinces of Upper and Lower

Canada.
Therefore, we do hercby command and advise alt

the War Chiefs to call forth immediately the Wars
siors wnder them, and put them in motion, to pro=
tect their rights and liberties, which our brethren,
the: Americans, are now defending,

(Signed) By the Grand Coungillors.

Major;general Pearborn had been for somo
time iu @ state of ill health. On the 15th July
he was supereeded in the command of the a¥my
on the Niagapa froatier ; and wassueceeded by
gen. Boyd, the seeond in command. - "On this
oecasion the general reeeiveda very affectionate
address from general Boydand the other officers
serving at Fort George. 'As, however, the
eause of the general’s dismissal was the object
of vapious cenjecture, the following extraet
from the general order; issued on the ‘oceasion,
will give to tbejreader all-the. sausfaeﬁonm our
powcr to communieate.

major-general commanding,; huin receiv-
.d s from the secretary of war, 1o “tetire from
the command of this armiy until his health shall be
re-establishod, and until T ordorse~the gom-
mand devolves on brig. gen, Boyd. Were the pia-
r-gengral permitted to consult his fee
; cotgsﬂlmhon could i !rrluce him h.iszve Q‘?Er-
Jmy at this important crisls ; but the fifst duty of »
‘‘soldier is to obey his superiors.’’s ‘-\( P ?

= About the 15th or 16th. of <
N

SR HTIRO
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armed boats, each carrymg a 6 or 8 pounder,
and 50 men, sailed from Saekett’s Harbor to
cruise in the 8t. Lawrence ! On Monday, the
19th, they fell in" with a gun- boat, ea!rymg a
6 pound earronade, convoyigehis of thé enemy’s-
batteaux. captured them without the loss of &
man, and brought them into Cranberry ereek,
abofit 49 miles above Ogdensburgh. The bat-
teaux had enhoard 230 bbls. pork, 300 bags pi-
lot-bread, ammunition &e. bound from Montre-
al to Kingstas. On Tuesday morning 3 of the
enémy’s gun-boats, with 250 soldiers from Pres-
cot, arrived off the ereek, and landed their men.
'The privatecrsmen had hardly time to construct
a breast-work of their bags of pilot-bread, be-
fore_they were attacked by '200:o0f thesénemy 3 H

and \(Nnge to tpll, after an obstinate engage-
ment, in"which from 40 te 60 of the enemy were
killed, his forceé retreated precipitately to their-
boats, exeept 15, who. toek to the woods, and

werepursued.. The Amerigan loss yastrifling;
theugh itis not specified. 67 Bntll;\@bm.
eaptured in. the bafteaux and gun- arrived

at Watertown on Tuesday evenmi
The . employment of Indians By the enemy:
rendered it absolutely neces to attaeh the
friendly Indians to the army of the U. Stuates.
On this eccasion there was an epportunity of
roving that the savage ean abstain from those
arbarpus aots whieh e enemy must have en-

rnmged, or ceft not attempt to pre-.
ent.

{ A body of volunteeu and Todians;pnder com-
of major Chapin, had a skirmish with the-
-enemy, near Fort George, on the 17th A

in which the latter was defeated and complete-
-1y vouted. mena ‘eaptured 48




10% HISTORY OF THE WAR:

of the British Indians, and - four whites.  The:
Indians, in a council held with them previous (o
this affeir, covenanted nat to scalp or' mugler.
Their bravery in battle was as eonspicuous as
their humanity to the .vanquished ; no insuit
was offered even to the dead.

Atday break on the 23th August, the enemy,.
with his whale force. commanded by Sir George:
P’revost, drove in all the American pickets at
Fort George. A skirmish cosved in the vil-
lage, with ?it-lle effect, when the enemy retiveds
leaving 15 of his men dead on the field ; and a
few prisoners, including a captain of the 461k,
'The Americans lost 2 men killed and a few
wounded,

The pain of being eompelled to relate the bar-
barity of a faithless enemy, on almost every oc«
easion where he had power, is pleasingly miti-
gated by the contrast which the acts of "Ameri.
ean soldiers and seamen produce.  Among the
many, toe numerous for recollection or detaily
the following will be read with satisfaction.

On- the 21st Sepiember a eompany of velun.
teers, principally of the village of Butfuloe, cm+
barked-for Sugar Loaf, (ahout 14 wmiles f(rom
Fort Eric) under command of major Chapim
witl an imtention to surprise and capture a Bri-
tish guard, commanded by col. Warren. The
eolonel had amticipated the attack, and had
withdrawn himself and® gnard from the luke
. some miles into the interior of the country.—
The party took several prisoners, who were im-
wmediatély pavoled; and 8% harrels of flourand
a bale of blankets,.all of which. was the prepen-

ty of government. 'Thére were several hundred
barrels of flour at the mills, but there being no
proof of its being public proper(ysit was pot ta-
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ken. The conduct of major Chapin, ia al bis
incursions into the enemy’s territory, has been
stricd{\}mnorable; carefully distinguishing be-
tween friends and enemies ; justly diseriminating
between publie and private property.

The American fleet, under command of ecom-
modore Chauncey, went out of the inner har-
bor of Sackett’s Harbor, the 19th July, and
sailed soon afterward. The fleet stretehed over
for the enemy’s shore, and from thence stood
up the lake, and arrived off Niagara, in the eve-
ning of the 27th July. Cemmodore Chaunecey
being informmed that the enemy had a'considera-
ble deposit of provisions and steres at Burlington
bay, had determined to attempt their destrue-
tion. Having taken on hoard 250 infantry, the
fleet proceeded to the head of the lake, but ow~
ing to light winds and calms, did net arrive to
an anchorage before the evening of the 29th.—
Two parties were sent on shore, who took some
of the inhabitants, from whom oﬂ;syhlearned,
that the enemy was lately reinforeed, and’ that
he had from 600 to 300 regulars. The troops
were, however, landed the next morning, toge-
ther with some marines dnd sailors; but, on re<
connoitering the enemy’s position, he was found
posted upon a peninsula of high ground, strong-
ly intrencligd, and his eamp defended by about
8 pieces ?‘,annon. 1t was judged inexpedient
to attack him with a. foree scarcely half his
numbers, and without artillery. The men
were re-embarked, in the course of the: after-
noon ; and the fleet weighed in the evening,
and stood for York, in the harber eof which
place’ it anchored about 3 o’clock, P. M. On
the 31st, the schooners sailed into the upper
harbor; -the marines and seldjers, under the
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command of colonel Scott, Janded without  op-
position (upwards of 100 men of the enemy.hav-
ing left York for the head of the lake, two days
previous to the disembarkation). Several hun-
dred barrels of flour ard provisions were found
in the public store-house falso 5 picces of can-
non, 11 boats, and a quantity of shot, shells,
and other stores ; all of which were either de-
stroyed or taken away—a few prisoners were
taken. - The troops were. re-cmbarked on the
1st August, having previously burned the bar-
racks and public store-houses—the expedition
arrived at Niagara on the 2d.

On the 7th August, at day-light, commodore
Chauneey discovered the enemy, consisting of
2 ships, 2 brigs, and 2 large schooners, on Lake
Ontario. He immediately weighed anchor and
manceuvred to gain (the wind. Both flgets con-
tinued to maneuvre for several hours at a dis-
tance from eaeh other of about & or 6 milve,
commodore ‘Chauncey endeavoring in vain to
bring the  enemy to action. 'T'oward night it
became quite calm, during which time the cam-
modore endeavored to reach the enemy by
sweeps, but without success, Wind, during the
night, was very squally. At duy-light, on the
8th, discovered that 2 of the schooners, the
Hamiilton and Seourge, mounting together 19
guus, had foundered; and every sodlen board
them, exeept 16, perished. - This accident gave
the enemy a decided advauntage, vet the commo-
dore offered him battle, which was declined.—
In the afterncon the wind fell away, and the
commodore again endeavored to reach the ene-
my by means of his sweeps, but was again un-
suceessful.  During the afterncen, the cnemy,
taking adyvantage ot a wind whieh sprang up,.
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and brought him to windward, endeavored to
cut off the American schooners, but they were
‘able t6"eame into their station before he eould
reach them. Night coming on; and the weather,
as on the former night, squaly, the eommo-
dore, to guard against further accidént, as well
as to afford some rest to his men, who had been
40 hours at quarters, ran in toward Niagara,
and anchored outside the bar. Here he reeeiv-
ed on beard, and distributed in different vessels,
150-men, (o aid in boarding, in cage he conld
close with the enemy. |
Soen after day-light on the 9th, he discover-
ed the enemy ; weighed anchor and stood after
him. 'The winds were light and variable, and
beforc noon quite calm ; at 5 P. M. the wind
sprang up, pursued the probable course of the
enemy during the night. In the morningofthe
10th, diseovered the enemy and gave him chase,
until the wind chan zing bringing the enemy to
windward, by which he was again emabled to
avoid an action. Both fleets continued manceu-
vring until 11, when a firing commeneced between
both fleets. The wind fayored the enemy and
enabled him to effect one purpese of all his
long and cowardly manweuyring, by separating
two vessels from the remainder of the squadron
and capturing the Growler and Julia. .
On the morning of the 11th, the compodore
got sight of the enemy, but he still refused bat-
te. notwithstanding his increased advantage by -
the capture of 2 vessels, and a wind favorahle
to him. A gale coming on, commodore Chaun-
cey returned to Sackett’s Harbor, to obtain pro-
visiens, of which, his ships were nearly desti-
tute. *

On the 7th September, the enemy’s squadron
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“under command of eaptain Yeo, was discovered
close in with the Niagara river. Commeodore
Chautcey’s fleet immediately weighed @nchor
and prepared for aétion. The enemy sailed te

the northward ; the commodore in pursuit.—
'T'he pursuit was continued all around the lake
until the morning of the 12th, when the enemy
suceeeded in getting into Amherst-bay. Dur-
ing the chase, there was a running fight, off
Genessee-river, which continued threé and a
half hours ; the enemy suffered much j the A-
mericans did not loose a man. “

Commodere Chauncey continued to hloekade
the enemy in Amherst-bay until the 17th Sep-
tember, when a heavy wind from the westward
favored his escape into Kingston ; and the Ame-
riean fleet returned to"Saekett’s Harbor. Af-
ter a few hours delay at Sackett’s Hapbor, com-
modore Chauncey sailed again for Niagara,
where he arrived on the 24th. On the'19th he
saw the enemy off the False Ducks, hut took no
notice of him, in hope that he might follow
the commadore up the lake.

On the 26th September, commodore Chaun-
cey learned that the enemy’s fleet was in York-
bay ; he prepared to weigh but was prevented
from getting out'of the river before the evening
of the 27th. On the 28th the enemy was dis-
covered under way in York-bay. The Ameri-
cans formed a line for battle, and run down for
the enemy’s centre. The encmy endeavered to
avoid an action, At 10 minutes past 12, the
enemy, in order to save his two Tear vessels,
was compelled to tack in succession, beginning
at his van, when he heisted his colors, and ¢om-
menced a fire on commodore Chauncey’s tlag-

- ship, the General Pike, for the purpose ‘ofcp-
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vering his rear, and attacking the American
rear as he passed to leeward. By a happy ma-
peuvre, ecommodore Chauncey defeated this
gal‘t of the adversary’s plan, when the latter
ore away. 'The American ships, however,
closed so near as to bring their guns to bear ;
and in 20 minutes, the main and mizen top-masts
and main yard of the Wolf was shet away.———
"T'his ship imnmediately put before the wind and
set.all sail upon his main mast ; and, by, keeping
.dead before the wind, was enabled to escape.s—
The ehase was continued until near.8 P. M.
during which time the commodore’siship kept
within point blank shot of the enemy. and sus-
tained the whole of his fire, during the ¢hase.

At 15 minutes past 3, the commodore was
obliged to give up the éhase : his ship was mak-
ing water so fast that it required all his pumps
to keep her clear, and others of his vessels were
much dammaged. The enemy’s fleet was within

-gix miles of the head of the lake, where, owing
to the stiffness of the gale,.both fleets might go
ashore at a place in possession of the euemy.-—
‘T'he'commodore, therefore, thought proyer to
proeeed to Niagara. The General Pike suffer-
el a coensiderable less of men, ameng whom
were 22 killed or wounded by the buvsting ofa
gun. On the 1st. October, the commodore sail-
ed again from Niagara, taking under convey se-
veral boa{s with troops for Sackett's Harbor.
Having cenvoyed these as far as it was deemed
necessary for their safety, he left them to pro-
eeed coastwise 3 and he bent his course in search

RISTORY OF THE WAR.

Oan the 2d Octoher, at 10 A. M. the enemy,
was discovered steering a course for Niagura,
Commedore Chauneey ordered a chase—thé en-
K
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emy avoided an engagement as usual, and was
far ahead by sun-down. On the morhing of the
3d, the enemy was diseovered at anchor 5¢e in
with the between Twelve and Twenty-xmle
creeks, but made sail, on discovering the Ameri-
ean Mot. The chuse continued all day : the en-
ew ¢ould:barely be made out from the mast-
sun-down. At day-light, on the 4th,
he could not be seen, 'The commodore, sus-
ﬁ? \‘at the enemy, availing himself of a
very dark night, had shaped his course for
Kingston, dlrccted his course for the Dmks —
At 3 P. M. the eommodore discovered .7 sail
near the False Ducks, gave chase ; and at &
o’cloek, discovered them to be sloops and schoon-
erss - At 5 P. M. gained considerably on them,
which the enemy percélving, he took the men
out of a slow sailing gun-boat, and then burned
het to prevent her capture. At sun-down when
opposi&e the 'Real Dueks, the. Hamilton (late
Growler), Confiance (late Julia) and Mary-Anne
: struck ir colors, and were taken .possession
of The Drummond "soon after struck to the
h; and on the following mormn%the Sylph
ok possesslon of the Lady Gore ut one of
the enemy’s vessels, a small schooner, escaped,
)hd she owed her safely to the darkness of the

ms(,ommod’re Chauncey proeeeded to Sackett’s
Bal‘bol' with his prizes.  The captured vessels

unted from 1 to 8 guns each, and were re-
tnrmng with troops from the head of the lake.
'The following are the numbergand deseription
of'troops of go enemy made prisoners on this
occasion, viz. 1 major, 1 captain, 3 subalterns,
1 surﬁeon, 10 sergeants, 4 drummers, 202 rank
and file, of De Wattevxlle s regiment ; 1 lieu-



HISTORY OF THE WAR. 111
tenant, 2 master’s mates, 35 seamen and ma-
vines, of the royal navy; and 4 sailing-masters
of the provincial navy. 'The enemy’s squadron
was seen going into Kingston the same evening.

1twas cause of much surprise that- the Bri-
tish were permitted to obtain an ascendenéy as
to actual force on the lakes Champlain, Ontario,
and Erie ; if they did not make all ‘the use of
their numerieal superiority which they oughtto
have made, it must remain for themselves to

lain,. Commodore Yeo was brave and an

experienced officer. His apparently mﬂd’l‘y
n the

condiiet on Lake Ontario, must have

result of his private instructions. It must be
confessed that this surmise is ill supporied when
conneoted with the poligy of the British com-

manders on lakes Champlain and Erie. \On 3
both these lakes, the enemy reekoned on suece :
erio

as what must certainly result from his superi

' taetics, supported by a superior force. He did '

try his strength and talents against thie Yan- \
kees, and with his ships and invineibility, haud+
ed over to the Yankees .all the laurels which
were: gleaned from every other naval power.—
The Ameriean war, on the sea and the lakes, lias
disgraced, degraded, and humbled the proud
mistress of the deep, and raised .upltinﬁ,

and noble minded American to ahe
every nation in the world, except En s has
witnessed with a pleasure or enthusiasm, ‘that
speaks a‘language to the Briton, not équiveeal,
but galling, dreadful, ominous. :

For some time, the enemy assumed,, apd in
fact, held the command of Lake Erie. "His
fleet was commanded by an efficer of experienece,.
who tauntingly boasted of his superiority.—
Commodore Oliver H. Perry was appointed te
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také command-of the American flects The fol-
lowing extraet of a letter from Lim to the sce-
retaryof the navy, was dated 4th August, and
announeed his intention of meeting the enemy.

% I have greéat pleasnre in informing you, that I
have succeeded in getting over the bar, the U. 8.
vessels, the Lawrence, Nlagara, Caledogia, Ariel,
Scorpion, Somers, Tigress and Porcupine. The
epemy have been in na’t ht all day, and are now about
4 Jeagwes from us. e shall sail in pursuit of
them at 3 to-morrow morning.’ ®

The following official letters from the com-
modore are proofs of the modesty, as the¥esult
of the engagement was, of the undaunted hero-
ism dnd naval skill of this great commander.

Copy qf a letter from Com. Perry to the Secre-
tary of the Naoy.
U. S. brig Niagara, off the Westersi
Sisters, Head of Lake Eriey; Sept.
10,1818, 4 P. M,
- Sir—<1t has pleased the Almighty to give to the
atms of the Upited States, a signal victory overtheir
encmies on this lake.  The British squadron, con+
sisting of 2 ships, 2 brigs, I schooner and 1 sloop,
have this moment surrendered to the force under
my command, after a sharp ceonflict. . I have the
honor ta be, &c. {
0. H. PERRY.

Hon. W. Jones, Secretary of the Navy.

Copy of a letter from L'om. Perry to the Eecre-
tary of the Na

U. S..schr; Ariel, Put-in- Bq), lSth Scpt. 1813,
Sir—In my lust I informed you that we had cap-
tured the enemy’s fleet on tlus lake. 1 have now
the. honor to give you the most important particulars
of the actiongy *On the morning ofthe Pth insts at
sun-rise, they were discevercd Jrem Put-in-Bey,

agq‘e’”.ﬂyﬂuﬁﬂ4_a‘
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when ¥ lay at anchor with the squadron under sy,
command. We got under way,the wind light at S.,
W. and stood for them. - At 10.a. M. the wind haul«
ed to 8. E. and brought us. to -windward ; formed,
the line and bore up, At I5 minutes before 132, the
enemy commenced firing ; at 5 minutes before 13,
the action commenced on our part.  Finding their
fire very destructive, owing to their long guns, and
its being mostly directed at the Lawrence, 1 made
sail, and directed the other:yessels to follow, for
the purpose of closing with the enemy. Every
braceand bowline being soon shot awayyshe became
unmanageable, notwithstanding the great exestions
of the sailing-master. In this situation she sustain-
eéd the action upwards of two hours, within canister
distance, until every gun was rendered useless, and
the greater part of her crew cither killed or wound-
ed.  Finding she could no longer annoy the enemy,,
1 left her in charge of lieut. @arnell, who, 1 was
convinced, from the bravery already displayed by
him, would do what would comport with the honor
of the flag. At half past 2, the wind springing up,
eapt. Elliot was enabled to bring his vessel, the Ni-
agara, gallantly into close action ; T immediatel
went on board of her, when he anticipated my wis{
«by volunteering to bring the schooners, which had
been kept astern by the lightness of the wind, into
close action. It was with unspeakable pain, that: X
saw, soon after I got on board the Niagura, the flag
of the Lawrence come down, alﬁmlz'!ms per-
fectly sensible, that she had been defended to the
last, and that to have continwed to take a shgw of
pesistance, would have been a wanton sacrifice of
the remains of her brave crew. But the enemy was
not able to take possession of her, and -eircumstan~
¢es soon permitted her flag again to be hoisted. At
45 minutes past 2, the sigoal was made for « ¢loge
action.”” The Niagara being very little injured, I
determined to pass through the enemy’s line, bore
up and passed ahead of their two ships and a brig,
32
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giving a raking fire to them from the starbodrd guns,
@nd to a large schooner and sloop, from the karboard
side, athalf pistol-shot distance. The smaller ves-
scls at this time, having got/within grape and canis-
ter distance, under thie direction of capt. Elliot, and
keeping up a well directed fire, the two ships, a
brig and a schoener, surrendered, a schooner and
sloop making a vain attempt to escape.”

Extract of aletier from Commodore Perry.
j U. S. schooner Ariel, Putsin-Bay,
13th September, 1813.
® T also beg your instructions respecting the
wounded. I am satisficd, sir, that whatever steps
1 might take, governed by humanity, would meet
yourapprobation. Under this impression, I have
taken upon myself to promise capt. Barclay, who is
very dangerously wounded, that he shall be landed
as near Lake Ontario as possible, and I had ne doubt
you would-allow me to parole him.”
‘The following is the statement of the réspec-
tive forees of the contending fleets.
Statement of the force of the British squadron.
Ship Detroit 19 guns—1 en pivet and
2 howitzers..
Queen Charlotte, 47 do. 1 do.
+Schr. Lady Prevest © 13 do. 1 do.
\Brig Hunter 10 do.
Sleep. kiittle Belt 8 do.
Sehr. Chippews, 1 do, and 2 swivels;
& 8.7 aripmits
' . 63 guns.
Note.—~The Detroit was a new ship, very
strongly built, and mounted long 24’s, 18’s and
48°5. .

Statement of {he force of the United Slalés
: squadron. :

Brig Lawrence 20 guws i
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Brig Niagara 20 do,
yaledonia ., 3 do.
Schr. Ariel 4% do. (1burst early ia
action)
Seorpion 2 do.
Somers 2 do. and 2 swivels;
Sloop T'rippe 1 do.
Schr. Tigress 1 do.
/Porenpine 1 do.

5% guns. . &s
The loss, ont the part of the Amerieans, was
9s follows -

Killed. Wounded, Tgiun
Lawrenee 22 61 .
Niagara SRS

Caledonia

Somers *

Aviel’ °* 4"
- Trippe ;

Scorpion 2

i

27 96 123

Two days previous-to the action; 57 men -uns
fit for dutyin the small vessels. :

While giving the commodore’s ewn hecount-
of this action, we-cannot emit his laconie létter
{o general Harrison.  It'has been valled, by o
writerfy ¢« Cesarean brevity.”  Gesarsaid™s ve«
ni, vidi, viei,” but Pérry did not e mere-
Iy by shewing himself to an enemy who reckon«
ing'on his'own knewn superiority ‘of force, and
presumed superiority intaetics, ealeulated; with:
great certainty, on conquering the Yankees.—«
‘The battle was hard fought, and the less om
Doth sides'vory great. . Perry inight kave said
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“ veni viei” or as he would translate the words
of the Roman general—« we met the enemy and
they are ours ;” but thie adflition of « vidi”” might
favor the opinion that he won the battle flom ,
the timidity or inactivity of the enemy, which
would be depriving the brave Perry and his
crew of more than half their merit. \
« U. S. brig Niagara, off the Western Sister,
bead of Lake Enie, Sept. 10th, 1813, 4 P. M.
¢« Dear Generdl— have met the enerhy—and
they are ours. Two shlps, two brigs, one'schooner
and one sloop. Yours, with great respect and es-
teem, O. H. PERRY.”

Hitherto we have seen the enemy beaten ship
to ship, but now we were to witness them fleet
to fleet 3 and a more deéisive or splendid vieto-
ry was never achieved. = < From the best infor-

mation,” says the heroie Perry in a letter to

neral Harrison, ¢ we héve more prisoners
ga.n we have men owboard our vessels.”

Compared with this, all former naval victo-
ries loose their splendor ;.even the great Nel-
son, were he alive; must- rank below Perry.—
Nelson never eaptured an entire fleet ; Perry,
bas, and that with a fleet inferioy in size,
weight of metal, and number of men.

The British fleet was commanded by eom.
Barclay, an officer of great merit and much loved,
by those under his eommand. At a public dinner,
given to this officer.at Terrebone, in Canada, he.

ve a toast, whieh, while it proves e can-

r of the commeodore whe gave it, is an indis-
putable proof of the merit of him whose name:
was the subject of it. The toast was in the fol-
lowing words :. « Commodore Perry, the gals
Jant and rous ememy.”

3‘\0 the viciory on Lake Erie, the
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Presiden( of gé Unjted States appointed Oliver
H. Perry to the rank of captain in the navy.

The commodore was presented with the freg-
dom of the cities of Néw-York and Albany.

The thanks of congress were voted to the
commodore, his officers, seamen and marines ;
and medals were presented to him and his offi-
cers.

The thanks of the Senate * of Pennsylvanid,
with medals, were also veted to the,commodore
and those brave men who served under him.
~ Among the many testimonials of the grati-
tude of his fellow-citizens, too numerous to de-
tail, the following particulars of a present from
the citizens of Boston, deserves te be enumerat-
ed, viz.

A Sulver—of an obleng square shape, 28 inches
Tong by 16 1-2 wide, with a bright gadroon edge.

- ¢ Two Ice Pails, or decanter coolers, barrel shapeg
hooped round with a brighit gadroon cdge at top
and bottom. ' B,

“ Two Pitchers, of a large size, Chinese shapg,
with tops and bright gadroons at top.and bottomy .

« Two dozen 7umblers, plain Larrel shape, With
grdroons at bottom.

« Wine Glass coolers, each to hold a dozen glas~
ecs, oblong square shape standing on feet with balls
ornamented with a bright gadroon at botfom and
narrow rim at top, impressed with an oak leaf.

« A Coffee Pot, Tca Pot, Sugar Bason; Creamk
Ewer, Tea Cady and Slofi ' Bowdssall of oblong
shapes, standing on feet with balls at the corners,
ornamented with deep borders. impressed with ro-
ses and leaves, and with bright gadroons at top and
bottom. _ ;

- The large piecés bear/the following inscripion ,
4 « SEPTEMBFR 10, 1815, "
Signalized our first ¢riumph in equgdron—g verd
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superior British force,on Lake Erie,
was entirely subdued by
COM. O. H. PERRY;

Whose gallantry in action is equalled only by fis
humanity in victory.
PRESENTED
In honor of the Victor, by the CITIZENS OF
BOSTOM”

* This event was soon followed by the capture
of Malden, and Detroit, which' were entered,
without opposition, by gen. Harrison, the 23d
September. Gen. Proctor retreated to Sand-
wich with his regular troops and Indians, hav-
ing previously burned the fort, navy-yard, bar-
racks, and publie stores—the two latter were
very extensive, covering several acres of ground
It has been remarked in the early part of this
“history, that, previous to the surrender of De-
troit to the enemy, the Indians, with the ex-
eeption of a few who had joined the enemy, re-
mained inactive, watching, with their usual sa-
gacity, until they could discover on what side
vidtory was likely to perch. True to their own
insidious and cowardly pelicy, they went over
to the victorious Britons, but no sooner was the
effect of treason wiped off by the courage of pa-
triots, than the savage withdrew from his em-
ployers, and sought peace from those against
whom he had so long raised the tomahawk.—
By an official letter, written by gen. M:Arthur
to the seeretary of war, and dated at Detroit,
subsequent to the retreat of the British, it ap-
pears that five nations of Indians, viz.the Otta-
was, Chippeways, Pattewattemies, Miamies
and Kickapoos, have sued for peace, By an a-
greement entered into between them and gen.
McArthur, on the part of the United States
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« they have agreed to take hold of the same to-
mahawk with us, (the people of the U. States)
and to strike all who are, or may be, enemies to
the United States, whether British or Indians.”
After the evacuation of Malden by the enemy,
gen. Harrison pursued the British, although he
(Harrison) had very few horses, ¢« scarcelya
sufficiency to mount the general officers,” whilst
the retreating enemy had upward of 1000 hors-
es. Notwithstanding this disadvantage, the
Americans pursued their ohject with so much
diligence, that they came up with the enemy.
'The force, destined for this service, consisted of
about 140 regulars, Johnson’s mounted regiment
(Kentuckians) and such of governor Shelby’s
volunteers as were fit fow a rapid march ; the
whole amounting to about 3,500 men. During
the pursuit, which was attended with severe pri-
vations, the whole army subsisting for several
days upon fresh beef without bread or salt, and
the infantry being without tents ; a considera..
ble quantity of arms were taken during the pur-
suit, being deserted by the enemy, and much
more destroyed; these consisted chiefly of mus-
kets taken, or rather, given tv them by the ea-
pitulation of Detroit ; two 24 pounders with
their carriages, besides a large quantity of balls
' and shells, and two gun-boats, and several bat-
teaux loaded with provisions' and ammunition,
fell into the hands of general Harrisen. The
destruction of these were attempted -by the re-
treating enemy, but were saved by the activity
of the pursuers. Near a place called M:Gre-
or’s Mills, on ouve of the branches of the wiver
hames, the Indians were placed in great num-
bers, to dispute the passage of the river. Upon
the arrival of the American advanced guard, a
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heavy fire was commenced on it by the Indians,
on the opposlte side of the river. General Har-
rison, expecting the attack would be supported
by the whole lorce of the enemy, drew up his
eutire army in order of battle, and brought up
two 6 pounders to cover a party which was or-
dered to repair a bridge, partially destroyed by
the Indians. I'he Indians as usual, when not
early successful, fled, after suffering a consid-
erable loss. The American loss was 2 killed’
and 3 or 4 wounded.

On the 5th October, general Harrison eame
up with the enemy ; the result cannot be given
more satisfactorily than will be found in the
following extract from his letter to the secre-
ary of war. .

« From the place where our army was last halted
to the Moravian towns, a distance of about three
and a half miles, the road passes through a becch
forest, without any clearing, and for the first twe
.miles near to the bank of the river. At from two
to three hundred yards from the river, a swamp ex-
tends parallel to it, throughout the whole distance.
The intermediate ground is dry, and although the
trees are tolerably thick, it is in many places clear
of underbrush. Across this strip of lund, its left
apfayed upon the river, supported by artillery plac-
ed in the wood, their right in the swamp covered
by the whole of their Indian force, the British
troops were drawn up.

‘T'he troops at my dxsposal consisted of about 12€
regulars of the 27th regiment, five brigades of Ken-
tucky volunteer militia infantry, under his excellen-
oy governor Shelby, averaging less than five hun-
dred men, and col. Johnson’s regiment of mounted
infantry, making in thc whole an aggregate sume-
thing above 3,000. No disposition of an army op-
posed to an Indian force can be safe unless it 1s se-

L W T o " R
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nsy cured on thé flanks and in the rear. I had, there-
ar- fore, no difficulty in arranging the infantry confor-
ted mably to my general order of battle. Gen. Trot-
his ter’s brigade of 500 men formed the front line, his
up right upon the road, and his left upon the swamp.
or- Gen. King’s brigade, as asecond line, 150 yards in

by the rearo Trottcr?s and (;hiles’s brigade, as a corps
not of reserve, in the rear of it. These three brigades
aide formed the comm.at_ld_of maj. gen. Henry ; the whole
led® of gen. Désha’s division, consisting of two brigades,

were formed en potence upon the left of Trotter,
While I was engaged in forming the inf:mtry, I
had directed col. Johnson’s regiment, ‘whichifwas
still in front, to be formed in two lines opposite to
the the enemy, and, upon the advance of thée infantry,

qme
ven

cre- to take ground to the left, and forming upen that
flank, to endeavor to turn the right of the Indians.
ted A moment’s reflection, however, convinced me, that

hree from the thickness of the woods, and swampiness of
ecch the ground, they would be unable to do any thing on
two horseback, and there was no time to dismount them
1Wo and place their horses in sccurity ; I, therefore, de-
> ex- termined to refuse my left to the Indians, and to
ince. break the British lines at once by a charge of the
1 the mounted infantry ; the measure was not sanctiened
clear by any thing that T had seen or heard of, but I was

left fully convinced, that it would succeed. The Ame-
plac- rican backwoodsmen ride better in the woods than
ered any other people. A musket or rifle is no impedi-
-itish ment to them, being accustomed to carry them on
: horseback from their earliest youth. I was pere

t 120 suaded, too, that the enemy would be quite unpre:
Ken- pared for the shock, an.d that they could not resist
Hen= it. Conformably to’this idca, I' directed the regi-
bun- ment to be drawn up in close column, with its right

dcited at the distance of fifty yards from the read, (that it
Gk might be in some measure protected by the trees
op- fromthe artillery,) its left upon the swamp, and to

b e charge at full speed as soon as the enemy delivered
their fire. The few regular troops of the 27th re-
L
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giment, under their colonel, (Paul,) occupied, in co-
Jlumn of sections of four, the small space between
the road and the river, for the purpose of seizing
the enemy’s artillery;®nd some ten or twelve friend-
ly Indians were directed to move under the bank.
'}:he crotchet formed by the frout line and General
Desha’s'division was an important peint, At that
place, the venerable governor of Kentucky was
posted, who, at the age of sixty-six, preserves all
the vigor of youth, the ardent zeal which distinguish-
ed him in the revolutionary war, and the undaunted
brayery which he manifested at King’s Mountain.—
Wil my aids-de-camp, the acting assistant adj. gen.
captéin Butler, my gallant friendecom. Perry, who
did'me the honor to serve as my volunteer aid-de-
campjand brig. gen. Cass, who having no command,
tendered me his assistance, I placed myself at the
head of the front line of infantry, to direct the
movements of the cavalry, and give them the neces-
sary support. The army had moved on in this or-
der but a short distance, when the mounted men
received the fire of the British line, and were or-
dered to charge ; the horses in the front of the co-
lamn recoiled from the fire ; another was given by
the enemy, and our column, at length getting in mo-
tion, broke through the enemy with irresistible force.
In one minute, the contest in front was over ; the
British officers, seeing no hopes of reducing their
disordered ranks to order, and our mounted men
wheeling upon them, and pouring in a destructive
fire, immediately surrendered. ltis certain that 3
only of our troops were wounded in this charge —
Upon the left, however, the contest was more severe
with the Indians. Col. Johnson, who commanded
on that flank of his regiment. received a most gal-
ling fire from them, which was returned with great
effect. The Indians, still further to the right, ad-
vanced, and fell in with our front line of infantry,
near its junction with Desha’s division, and, for a
moment, made an impression on it.  His excellen-
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¢y governor Shelby, however, brought up a regis .
ment to its support, and the enemy, receiving a se-
vere fire in front, and a part of Johnson’s regiment

having gained their rear, retreated with precipita-
#ion.”

The active Indian Chief Tecumseh, after

evincing great resolution, and continuing to
fizht although being badly wounded,fell, while di-
recting a deadly aim at col. Johnsony The in-
vincible courage of the colonel, and his great
presence of mind, saved his own valuable life,
and put an end to that of an irreconcileable foe.
While the sanguinary Tecumseh was aiming at
the colonel, the latéer, although wounded and
much exhausted, discharged his pistal with
great coolness, and brought the ferocious sa-
vage to the earth, where he was found dead.—
The American loss amounted to 7 killed and 22
wounded ; the British loss was 12 killed, 22
wounded, and 601 regulars taken prisoners.—
‘T'he Indians. from the best information, suffer-
ed severely, 33 of them were found dead on the
field. Six brass pieces of artillery, and two
iron 24 pounders, and a large quantity of small
arms, fell inte the hands of the victors. Every
American will be pleased to learn, that among
the field- pieces, were three, which were taken
from the British during the revolutionary war,
and lately surrendered to the enemy by general
Hull. Major-general Proctor, who eommand-
ed the enemy’s forces, eseaped with difficulty,
accompanied by ahout 50 persons, consisting
ehiefly of officers of the army.

After this total defeat of the enemy, the mi-
litia were discharged, and gen. Harrison, with
his disposable regular force. aceqempanied by
com. Perry, arrived at Presque-isle, on the 224




124 HISTORY OF THE WAR.

Oetober, from Detroit ; from whence he sailed
for Blaek Roek, with a view to co-operate with
the army there or at Sackett’s Harbor. By
this exeursion, he, in the short space of less
than a month, recovered the territory of Michi-
gan, punished, and foreed into peace, the nume-
rous hordes of savages, captured a British re-
gular army, brought security to the inhabitants
of the north western frontier of the United
States, and marched triumphantly through a
great portion of the Upper Province of Canada.

The instances of successful bravery, which
had hitherto been frequent, were, in a manner,
eclipsed by the following :

Major George Croghan, in the 22d year of
his age, was left, by gen. Harrison, ircommand
of 460 men, and with one six-pounder, at Fort
Stephenson (Lower Sandusky.)

In the course of two weeks, there had been
1o fewer than ten rencounters; in one of which,
the enemy carried a block-house at Fort Madi-
son, on the 10th July, from which they attack-
ed the fort, but without success. KFour men
were butchered in the block-house.

It would appear, that it was gen, [Harrison’s in-
tention, not to expose the small force at Fort
Stephenson, to be cut off; by an enemy very su-
perior in numbers ; and the major was, for a
short time, superceded in the command, in con-
sequence of disobeying an order to burn and
evacuate the fort ; but, on his arrival at head-
guarters of the general, he gave sueh satisfac-
tory evidence of his ability to maintain the post,
that he was immediately sent back, with direc-
tions (o resume the ecommand.

On the evening of the 1st August, the British
and Indians, who had ecome up the Sandusky

"”E“”g::—hmmn—_._._.-
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river, from the bay, commenced from their
boats a heavy cannonading upon the fort, and
threw in a great number of shells from their
bomb batteries. 'I'he enemy continued his op-
erations without success until the evening of
the 2d, when, after throwing a great number of
balls from a six-pounder, at the northwest an-
gle of the fort, for the purpose of making a
breach, a eoclumn, under command of lieutenant-
colonel Short, advanced to the point en which
the artillery had been played, with intention of
storming, but the judicious management of ma-
jor Croghan, foiled the enemy in his attempt.
The ditch, which surrounded the works, was
about eight feet wide, and of equal depth—this
the enemy had to enter before they eould ap-
proach the pickets : (through the top of each
a bayonet was driven in a horizental direction)
while in thig situation, the six-pounder, which
was masked in a black-house, and a ravine ad.
jacent, poured upon the storming eolumn a
tremendous shower of musket-balls, whieh did
terrible exeeution, and so confounded the as-
sailants, that lieut. colonel Short, who had pre-
viously ordered his men to + scale the pickete,
and show the damned Yankee rascals no quar-
ters,” exhibited a white handkerchief as a sig-
nal of distress, evincing his disposition to have
quarters given him, after he had proclaimed
that the garrison should be massacred. 1t was,
however, too late—the next discharge proved
fatal—he fell—and lieut. Gordon of the 20th
regiment, died by his side. 'T'his was near two
hours before sun-set. 'The firing from the
block-house was principally directed at the en-
emy whoe had taken refuge in the direction of”
the ravine—the slaughter there was imwmense,
B2
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and 2¢nn. Proclor, who commanded in person,
ordercd the allied encmy to retreat to their
boats. 'I'he greater part of the night was oe-
cupied in earrying off the dead and wounded—
from the rumber of trails discevered in the
grass, it is evident that not less than 50 of the
dead were dragged away. About 30 killed, in-
eluding the two officers mentioned above, were
Teft in the ditch and ravine—and 30 prisoners,
18 severely wounded, which gen. Proctor, in his
hurry, left behind, were afterwards brought in-
to the fort. Itis a fact, worthy of observation,
that not one Indian was found among the dead,
although it is known that from 3 to 400 were
present, under the celebrated captain Elliot.—
The number of British regulars was 490, from
the 49th regiment. Major Croghan had -but
1 man killed, and 7 slightly wounded.

The British loss, by their own econfession,
amounted to 91, exclusive of Indians. 'There
was, however, sufficient evidence to justify the
belief, that it was considerably more.

When colonel Elliot demanded the surrender
of the fort, he stated, that, unless his demand
was promptly acceded to, a general-massacre
would ensue. And when colonel Short, who
commanded the British regulars, destined to
storm the fort, had formed his troops in a line
parallel with the ditch, he ordered them, in the
hearing of eur men, to leap the diteh, eut down
the pickets, and give the Americans no quar-
ter. 'This barbarous order, which none but a
savage could give, was not, however, permitted
to go unpunished ; for the words were hardly
out of the mouth of the British commander,
wlien the retributive justice of Providence ar-
rested him ; and the wreteh was obliged to sue
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for that mercy which he had determined not to
extend to others. It may be observed here, in
honor of the character of the American sol-
diers, that although their little band were well
aware of the fate which the enemy had prepar-
ed for them, yet, they were no sooncr subdued;
than the Americans forgot the crimes of the en-
emy in their sufferings ; and the wounded in the
ditch, whose greans and constant ealls for water,
were heard by the men in the fort, were supplied
wilh that necessary article,on the night sueceeding
the discomfiture of the enemy, by the generosity (:]f
the Americans, who, with considerable hazard,
ventured to risk their lives in order to alleviate

the sufferings of the very men who had pletted
their entire destruction.

‘Ihe brevet rank ef lieutenant-colonel has
been conferrgd by the President of the United
States on major Croghan. :

The ladies of Chillicothe have presented him
with a sword and a flattering address,

On the 3d of June, a detachment of the ene-
my, with a number of gun-boats, from Isle-
Aux-Noix, sueceeded in capturing the U. S,
armed vessels Growler and Eagle, on Lake
Champlain, after a well contested defence by
the brave crews of these vessels, against a very
superior force. The eonsequence was, that the
enemy gained a very decided superiority on the
take.

The enemy reckoned on successin his future
eperations in this quarter, not only from his
ewn superior foree, but also, the unpreparcd
state of the Americans. Com. Macdonough
had not a sufficient number of seamen to man
his sloops, and would be highly reprehensible
had he been defeated in an attempt to reeover
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the ascendency on the lake. 'There were ne
troops stationed at Plattsburgh. While things
were thus situated, the British flotilla, eonsist-
ing of 2 sloops of war, (the Eagle and Growler,
lately eaptured) 8 gun-hoats, and 44 batteaux,
loaded with troops, =ailors and marines, ahout
1400 in all, under the command of col. Murray,
crossed the line at Champlain, on the 30th Ju-
ly, and entered Plattsburgh on the following
day.

On the first information of the approach of
the enemy, gen. Mooers gave orders for calling
out the militia ; and when the enemy arrived,
about 300 from Plattsburgh and the neighbor-
ing towns had collected, who retired baek a few
miles, where they were joined by the residue
of the regiment, from the county of Essex,

Although the officers who had-®he command
of the expedition, assured the civil authority of
the village, that private property should be re-
spected, and that citizens not in arms, should
remain unmolested—yet these promises were no
sooner made than violated ; the enemy, net sat-
isfied with destroying the public buildings, such
as the block-house, arsemal, armory. hospital,
and military cantonments, wantonly burned two
store-houses, belonging to Peter Sailly, esq.
and one belonging to major N. Z. Platt—took,
and carried off several thousand dollars worth
of hardware bhelonging to Frothinham, & Co:
of Boston. which had been stored with Mr,
Sailly. The destruetion of private property
was not limited to such as they eould eat, drink
and carry away. but furniture, which eould not
be of anv use to the plunderers, ‘'was wantonly
destroved—tables, bureaus, e'ocks, desks, eup-
boards, and croekery, were eut and broken t»
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pieces, and thrown about the houses—books and
writings were torn to pieces, and scattercd about
the streets.

The various excesses of the enemy, during
their short visit to Plattsburgh, are described
by several respectable authorities, to be enor-
mous, cruel, and wanton, in a high degree.—
¢ Well was it,”’ says one of the witnesses of the
soene, ¢ for our wives, sistors, and daughters,
that they remembered the excesses at Hampton,
and trusted not their persons to the merey of
the invaders.” '

On Sunday, the faithless ruffiansy the unprin-
eipled invaders, re-embarked, and stood out of
the bay. They took a Durham . boat, loaded
with flour, and 8 sloops, one of which they
burned.

On their return to Point-au-Roche, the crew
of one of the boats landed, and part went to the
house of a Mr. Williams ; _they found his wife
out of the house ; two of them went in, to keep
the husband in cheek, while the third attempt-
ed to gratify his brutal desires upon her. Her
husband, hearing her screams, came to her as-
sistance, and in the struggle, the woman dis-
eharged the villain's gun, disengaged the bayo-
net therefrom, which she stuck twice into his
own back, and wounded him pretty severely ;
the other two fled. and Mr. Williams and his
wife bound the rascal, and sent him in ; -the in-
habitants on Poeint-au-Roche, took the skiff in
whieh they came, and the other soldiers.

The United States’ troops at Burlington, un-
der command of maj. gen. Hampten, eonsisted
of about 4000 men. They were under arms,
waiting the approach of the enemy, and would,
undoubtedly, have defended their post against
any attack they could have made on it,
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On the 3d August, the enemy appeared be-
fore Burlingtonssand fired into the town for
some time, but no considerable damage was
done. In the evening, of the same day, a de-
tachment proceeded to Shelburne, 4 or 5 miles
south of Burlington, where they seized a sloop,
with about 400 barrels of flour. The limited
force under gen. Hampton, would not “justify
his detaching any part of his troops from the
protection of property and stores under his im-

nmediate care : the marauding enemy wisely re--

tired before reinforcements eould have arrived.

It was the intention of the U. S. government,
to make an attack on Montreal, before the win-
ter would put.an end to the campaign. The ef-
feéting of this ohjeet would give to the United
States the entire command of Upper Canada,
completely subdue the Indians, re-gain the con-
fidence of the Canadians, which was suspended
by the sudden retreyt, and subsequent eonduct
of gen. Hull, and make an impression on the en-
emy, which must incline him to peace, on just
and honorable terms. A large force was order-
ed to Sackett’s Harbor ; and gen. Wilkinson,
who had the chief command, was ovdered to
use his utinost effort, and the greatest possible
expedition in earrying the design into effect.

On the 1st November, gen. Wilkinson’s army
began its movement from Grenadier-Islund,
down the St. Lawrence. They had not pro-
ceeded far, before the ad\anced corps, under
gen. Brown, was attacked by the enemy, from
the shore. On returning the fire, the enemy
di: persed, and the army advanced.

The movements of the apmy, under general
Hampton, were intended to facilitate those of
gen. Wilkinson; and both armies were finally
te unite, previous to the attack en Montreal.

BT OO & v ol id o mt o s e -
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The army, under gen. Hampton, moved from
Chateaugay on the 21st October, and arrived
al its position at Sears’s, on the 22d—thus hav-
ing, with incredible labor, surmounted 24 miles
of the most difficult part of the route, through
the -extensive and almost impassible forest,
which bounds the Canada line. After 4 or 5
miles of open country, another fovest of 6 or 7
miles was opposed to their march, (which was oh
the northwest side of the river). This-the en-
emy had made almost an entire fortification, by
crossing it with felled trees, interspersed with
_breast-works and ditches : through these ob-
struetions, the enemy was to be assailed—-a part
of their forces, consisting of light troops and
Indians, were posted in these defences, while
the main body, commanded by Sir George Pre-
vost, in person, was lodged in the rear, fortifi-
ed with batteries and cannon, 'The hardships
the American army had endured, the continual
rains that were falling, and the obstructions in
front, would have damped the ardor of troops
less disposed to disregard all sufferings and per-
ils in pursuit of glory, and in the service of theip
country--but on thé eontrary, partaking large-
]3 of the spivit which inspired their commander
in chief, every individual 'seemed uncommonly
emulous of the enterprise.

It was believed that the obstructions could
not be forced by the main body, without great
loss. 'T'o avoid this, the light companies, and a
regiment of infantry; were detached at dark,
on the evening of the 25th, to preceed on the
opposite (8. E,) side of the river to a fording
place below the enemy’s advance ; which they
were to cross, and attack the enemy in flank
and rear, while the main body should attack in
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front ; and thus, destroy the enemy’s defence
at a blow. Owing to the darkness of the night,
incessant rain, and the difficulties of the wood,
the guide who conducted this detachment hav-
ing lost his way, the party did not arrive at the
proposed point. The battalion of the 10th re-
giment, consisting of about 200 men, were, at
the appointed time, (3 o’clock P. M. on the26th)
at ‘the entrance of the obstructed wood, waiting
the attack of the troops on the enemy’s flank,
which was to be the signal for them to advance.
At this moment, the enemy commenced a fire
on this battalion, who promptly returned it,
then charged and drove the enemy from their
lurking places, dispersing them entirely, and
silencing their fire ; in this the Americans had
only one man killed, and some 3 or 4 wounded.
At this moment, the firing commenced on the
opposite side of the river, v ith some of the light
companies, and it was here, and not in either
of the main divisions of the army, that any se-
rious loss, or the least confusion occurred ; the
enemy was, however, soon dispersed in this
quarter also. After waiting some time for the
renewal of the enemy’s attack, the main body
of the Americamarmy fell back slowly and in
good order, the enemy not daring to show
themselves, or in the least to interrupt their
march, to a position 4 miles from the place of
action. Here they were shortly after joined by
the detached party, who had had some further
skirmishing with the enemy of no great account.
At this place they remained several days, with-
out receiving the least molestation.  'The only
failure of the expedition, is attributable to the
miscarriage of the guide, which disconcerted a
plan, that otherwise must have led to the ecap-
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ture of a considerable portion of the enemy’s
force, and the complete destruction of his plan
of defence.

The American actual total loss, in killed;
wounded and missing, did not exceed 36 men.
The whole American force engaged did not ex-
ceed 225 men on the side where the greatest
force of the enemy were opposed—the other re-
giments, did not arrive until the moment when
the enemy were retiring, and were only formed
and in line, but took mo part in the engage-
ment.

Colonel Purdy, who commanded the detaeh-
ment which fought this battle, in his report to
gen. Wilkinson, is very free in his censure of
gen. Hampton. ¢ Incredible,” says the colonel,
¢ as it may appear, gen. Hampton entrusted
nearly one half of his army, and those his best

troops, to the guidance of men, eaeh of whom
repeatedly assured him, that they were not ac-
quainted with the country, and were not com-
petent to direct such an expedition.”

¢« Towards sun-down,” says the colonel, ¢« I
gent gen. Hampton a request, that a regiment
might be ordered down to cover my landing on
the opposne side ,of the river ; but, judge my
surprise, on receiving intelligence that he had
retreated with the second brigade, nearly three
miles.” ' ,

¢ Never, to my knowledge,” says the eolonel,
in another part of his despateh, ¢ during our
march, into Canada, and while we remained at
the Four Corners, a-term of 26 days, did gen.
Hampton ever send off'a scouting or reconnoitre
ing party, (except in one or two cases at Spear’s
in Canada, when he detached a few dragoens
for this duty) nor did he, from the time we com-
M
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menced our march from Cumberland Head, to
our arrival at Plattsburgh, ever order a front
flank, or rear guard, to be kept up, though a
great part of the time we were in situations
which evidently required it. True it is, these
guards were occasionally sent out, not, however,
by his order, but by the orders of the. officers
commanding brigades.”

The eolonel winds up his charges against gen.
Hampton, by saying ¢ Such has been the gene-
val’s conduect, en seme ocecasions, that I have,
in common with other officers, been induced teo
believe, that he was under ‘the sinfluence of a
too free use of spiritous liquors,” .

The official account of this action, hy the
British general Baynes, is very different from
the above, but so improbable and wide froem the
truth, that it may, with much safety, be aver-
red, that itdid not meet belief from a single rea-
der of any party.

As soon as general Wilkinson passed Kings-
ton, and that it became evident, he must have
designed the taking of Montreal, the troops
which were stationed for the defence of Kings-
ton, were employed in ammoying and delaying
the progress of the American army. ¢ The
corps of the enemy,” says gen. Wilkinson, in
his official report to the secretary of war, < from
Kingston, which followed me, hung on my rear,
and in concert with a heavy galley, and a few
gun-boats, seemed determined to retard my
progress. I was strongly tempted to halt, turn
about, and put an end to his teasing ; but alas !
I wad/eonfined to my bed ; maj. gen. Lewis
was too ill for any active exertions ; and above
all, I did not dare suffer myself to be diverted a

single day from the prosecution of the views of
government.”
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On the 10th, about noon, gen. Brown, who
was with his command in front, and some dis-
tance below the main body of the army, wasen-
gaged.with the enemy, at the moment when a
strogg party of the enemy advanced on the rear
of gen. Wilkinson, with several gallies and gun-
hoats ; from whence they commenced a fire,
but were soon compelled to retire from the fire
of a battery of 18 pounders, planted on the oe-
casion. Wilkinson’s army came to, for the
night, a short distance above the Longue Saut ;
it was intended to pass it that day, but the de-
lays oceasioned by dis-embarking and re-em-
barking heavy guns, prevented the army from
1eaching the Saut as early as expeeted ; and
the pilots would not dare enter the Saut, (a ra-
pid of 8 miles) at a late hour. At 10 o’clock,
the following day, gen. Wilkinson received ad-
vice, that gen. Brown, having foreed theé ene-
my, would arrive at the foot of the SBaut, early
in the day. Orders were immediately given,
for the flotilla to sail, at which moment, the en-
emy’s gun-boats appeared, and began to threw
shells ameng the American flotilla.  General
Wilkinson, calculating, from reports and ap-
pearances, that the enemy only looked for a fa-
vorable oppertunity for attack, had determined
to anticipate him, ¢ Direetions,” says general
Wilkinson, ¢ were accordingly sent, by that
distinguished officer, col. Swif't, of the engin
to hri?;. gen. Boyd, to throw the detacbnfgems of
his command, assigned to him in the order of
the preceding day, and composed of men of his
own, Covington’s and Swartwout’s brigades, in-
to 3 columns, to march upon the enemy, out-
flank them if possible, and take their artillery.
The aetion soon after commenced with the ad-
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vanced body of the eneniy, and became extreme-
ly sharp, and galling, and, with occasional pau-
ses, was sustained with great vivacity, in open
space and fair combat, for upwards of two and
a half hours—the adverse lines alternately
yielding and advancing. Itis impossible to say,
with aceuraey, what was our number on the
tield, because it consisted of indefinite detach-
ments taken froem the boats to render safc the
passago of the Saut. Gens. Covington and
Swartwout, voluntarily teok part in the action,
at the head of detachments, from their respec-
tive brigades, and exhibited the same courage
that was displayed by brig.gen. Boyd, who hap-
pencd.to be the senior officer on the ground.—
Our force engaged might have reached 16 or
1700 men, but agctually did net exceed 1800 ;
that of' the enemy was estimated from 1200 to
2,000, but did not probably amount to more than
15 or 1600—consisting, as I am informed, of
detachments from the 49th, 84th, and 104th re-
giments of the line, with three companies of the
Voltigeur and Glengary eorps, and the militia
of the eountry, who are not included in the es-
timate.”

This battle (the battle of Williamsburgh) was
contested with a courage and obstinacy, that
perhaps had'no parallel. To witness undisci-
piined troops and inexperienced officers, substi-
tuting courage and patriotism in place of mili-
tary knowledge ; and thus opposed, for 3 hours,
to a regular army, was a sight on which the
guardian angel of America, must have looked
with exulting gratification. Amidst a shower
of musketry and Shrapnel-shells, the braye
Americans, insensible to fear, dashed into the
ranks of the enemy, wheose position was strength-
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ened by ravines and thickets. ~The enemy re-
tired for more than a mile before the resolute
and repeated charges. The brigade, first en-
gaged, had expended its ammunition, and was
compelled to retire, in order, to procure a sup-
ply. This movement so diseoncerted the line,
as to render it expedient for another brigade to
retire. The artillery, owing to the nature of
the ground, could not be brought up until after
this event. _The fire from the artillery was ve-
ry destructive to the enemy ; but when direct-
ed to retire, in passing a deep ravine, one piece
was lost, but not until after the fall of its gal-
lant commander, lieutenant Smith, and mest of
his men.

The whole of the line was re-formed on the
borders of those woods frem which the enemy
had first been driven, when, night coming on,
and the storm continuing, and the objeet of at-
tack having been fully accomplished, the troops
were directed to return to the ground pear the
flotilla, which movement was executed in good
order, and without any ifterruption from the
enemy.

General Covington received a mortal wound,
while leading his men to a suceessful charge.—
Colonel Preston was severely wounded, while
fighting at the head of his regiment. Major
Cummings received a severe wound, while mak-
ing a charge, but yet continued to fight until
exhausted by the loss of blood. General Boyd
has taken particular notice, in his efficial des-
patch, of the merits of brig. gen. Swartwout,
eolonels Coles, Walbaek, Johnson, Pierce,
Gaines, Ripley and Aspinwall ; majors Morgan,
Guafton, Gardner, Beebe and Chambers ; licu-
tepants Henry, Whiting and Worth. 'The gen-

M2
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eral concludes his reportin the following words :
¢ Permit me now to add, sir, that though the
result of this action was not so brilliant and de-
cisive as I could have wished, and the .first sta-
ges of it seemed to promise, yet, when it is re-
eollected, that the troops had been long expos-
ed to hard privations and fatigues, to inclement
storms, from which they could have no shelter 3
that the enemy were superior to us in numbers,
and greatly superior in position, and supported
by 7 or 8 heavy gun-boats ; that the action be-
ing unexpected, was necessarily eoemmenced,
without much coneert ; that we were, by una-
voidable circumstances, long deprived of our
artillery ; and that the action was warmly and
obstinately contested for more than three hours,
during which there were but a few short cessa-
tions of musketry and eannon ; when all these
eircumstances are recelleeted, perhaps this day
may be thought to have added some reputation
to the American arms.  And if, on this occa-
sion, you shall belieye me to have done my duty,
and accomplished any one of your purposes, I
shall be satisfied.” ’

After this engagement, the troops proceeded
down the river without further anneyanee from
the enemy or their gun-boats, while the dra-
goons, with five pieces of artillery, marched
down the Canada shore without melestation.—
‘The next morning the flotilla passed through
the Saut, and joined general Brown, near Corn-
wall.

On the arrival of general Wilkinson with
general Brown, he learned that general Hamp-
ton, instead of meeting him near that place, was
marching towards Lake Champlain. The letter
of general Hampton, announcing this unexpeet-
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ed movement, together witha copy of that to
which it was an answer, were immediately sub-
mitted to a council of war, who unanimously
gave it, as their opinion, ¢ (hat the attack
on Montreal should be abandoned for the pre-
sent season, and the army near Cornwall should
be immediately crossed to the American shore,
for taking up winter quarters, and that this
place afforded an eligible position for such quar-
ters.”

Thus ended the campaign, and an expedition
which seemed, in every respect, well calculated
to effect its object.

General Wilkinson, who attributed the fai-
lure of this expedition to ¢ the extraordinary,
unexampled. and it appears, unwarrantable con-
duct of major-general Hampton, in refusing to
Jjoin this army, with a division of #000 men, un-
der his command, agreeable to orders,” in.a let-
ter to the secretary of war, of 15th November,
writes—

¢ It is a fact, for which T am authorised to
pledge myself, on the most confidential author-
ity, that on the 4th of the present month, the
British garrison of Montreal, consisted solely
of 400 marines and 200 sailors, which had been.
sent up from Quebee. We have, with the pro-
vision here, and that left at Chateaugay, about
40 day’s subsistence, to which I shall add 30
more,”

In a letter of the 17th November, gen. Wil-
kinson writes-—

¢ After what has passed between us, you can
perhaps, conceive my amazement and chagrin,
at the conduct of major-general Hampton. The
game was in view, and, had he performed the
Junction directed, would have been ours in 8
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days. But he chose to recede, in order to co-
operate, and my dawning hopes, and the hopes
and honor of the army, were blasted.”

The loss at the battle of Williamsburgh, in
Upper Canada, consisted of 102 killed, 339
wounded, including officers. The enemy’s loss
was represented, by authority worthy of credit,
to exceed 500 in killed and wounded.

Statement of the strength of the enemy in the
action of the 11th November, 1848, on Kes-
ler’s field, in Williamsburgh, in Upper Cana-
da—founded on the separate examination of
a number of British prisoners taken on the
field of battle.

Of the 89th regiment 760
asth do. 450
Voltigeurs 270
Glengary’s 80 one eompany.
Of the 100th 40 a detachment
from Prescott..
Canadian Fencibles 220
Indians 40
Incorporated Militia 300

2160

Four pieces of mounted artillery, and 7 gun-
boats—one mounting a 24 pounder.

After the troops went into winter quarters, a
placard was distributed in the American camp,
of which the following is a eopy : .

¢« To the Ameriean Army at Salmon River.

« NOTICE.—All American soldiers who are
willing to quit the unnatursl yar in which they are
at present engaged, will receiveyat-the British out-
posts, the arrears due to them by the American go=
vernment, to the extent of five month’s pay. Neo
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man shall be required to serve against his own coun-
try.”

This produced no desertions, nor any other
éffect, except contempt of the wretched author
of the placard.

A very handsome affair was executed the 12th
October, by a party of men, under command of
col. Isaac Clark. The colonel, with his party,
left Chazy landing, so as to arrive at Massas-
quoi-bay at an early hour in the morning. He
arrived, unperceived, within a few rods of the
enemy, who were drawn up in order of battle,
by their commander, major Powell. The épe-
nmy commenced a fire on the left flank, but in
ten minutes after the first attack, they laid
down their arms, ‘and surrtndered themselves
prisoners of war.

Col. Clark despatched eapt. Finch, with his
company, te reconnoitre the course of a body of
about 200 men, who were supposed to be ad-
vancing against him, Capt. Finch procceded
with such promptness and ability as to surprise
and eapture'the advanced guard, consisting of
cavalry, except one man, who fled, and, giving
the information, the enemy escaped.

The prisoners were then put on board boats,
and sent te Burlington.

The whole American force engaged was 102,
The number of prisoners taken was 101 ; the
killed and wounded of the enemy 23,

The sueeess of this expedition was material-
Iy aided by a knowledge of the country, into
which he marched, which a commander of an
expedition should always be full master of.

The following gallant action will be best de-
tailed by giving the official report which was
made, in the following words :
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« Charleston, (S. C.) August 21, 1812

¢¢ Sir—I have the honor to inform you, that the
privateer schooner Decatur, of this port, artived
here yesterday, with H. B. M. schooner Dominice,
her prize. She was captured on the 5th inst. after
a most gallant and desperate action of one hour,
and carried by boarding, having all her officers kil-
led or weunded,except one midshipman. The Do-
minico mounts 15 guns, one a 32 pounder, on a pi-
vot, and had a complement of 83 men at the com-
mencement of the action, 60 of whom were killed
or wounded. She was one of the best equipped and
manned vessels of her class I have ever seen. The
Decatur mounts 7 guns, and had a complement of
103 men at the commencement of the action, nine-
teen of whom were killed and wounded. I have
the honor to be, with"great respect, your most obe-
dient servant,

. JOHN H. DENT.
Hon. Wm. Jones, Secretary 'of the Navy.”

During the combat, which lasted an hour,
the king’s packet ship, Princess Charlotte, re-
mained a silent speetator of the scene, and as
soon as the vessels were disengaged from each
other, she tacked-abeut and stoed to the south-
ward. She had sailed from St. Thomas, bound
to England, under eonvoy, toa certain latitude,
of the Dominico.

*T'he loss on board the Dominico consisted of
killed 13, wounded 47, 5 of whom mortally.

On the 14th of this month, (August, 1813)

the U. 8. brig Argus was captured by the Bri- -

tish sloop of war Pelican.. The Argus sai‘)t'd
from New-York, the 21st June, for France. and
arrived at Le Orient, after a passage of 23 days,
where Mr. Crawford, minister from the United
States to the court of Franee, landed. ¥From
Le Orient, the Argus sailed,.on a eruise,in the
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British channel, where she fell in with the Bri-
tish sloop Pelican, fitted out for the purpose of
taking the Argus. 'T'he action was well sup-
ported by the Americans for 40 minutes, when
the enemy succeeded in capturing the Argus,
by boarding. 'The number of killed and wound-
ed-on board the American will best explain the
bravery with which the ship was defended, a-
gainst a vessel, which the British editors ac-
knowledged to be superior in size and arma-
ment. Killed, on board the Argus, 2 midship-
men, 4 seamen ; wounded, mortally, capt. Wm,
'W. Allen, commander, 1 ecarpenter, 1 boat-
swain’s mate, 1 seaman ; gwounded, severely,
lieut. Watson, 1 quarter-master, 3 seamen, 1
carpenter’s mate ; wounded, slightly, 8 ; total
24

When eaptain Allen was removing out of the
Argus, to be conveyed to the hespital, he ex-
claimed—s<_God bless yous my lads, we shall ne-
ver meet agdin.”’

"The Argus, previous to her capture, had ta-
ken and destroyed 21 sail of British vessels,

The following statement will show the force
of the two vessels,

Argus—16 24 pound carronades, 2 long 9’s—
burthen 298 tons, 94 men fit for duly, 5 siek,
the rest absent in prizes.

Pelican—22:82 pound carronades, 2 long 9%,
and 2 swivels—burthen 584 tons, 479 men, 11
of them volupteers, for the oceasxon, from ships
at Cork.

On the 5th September, the U. 8. brig Enter-
prize, William Burrows, commander, fell in
with. H. B. M. brig Boxer, capt. Blythe. ‘The
Beitish brig was diseovered at anchor, in: shore,
at § o’clocky A, M. Penmaquid bearing north
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8 miles distance. After some man@uvring, the
brigs approached at a quarter past 3, P. M.
within half pistol shot of each other, when the
action commenced. At 20 minutes past 3, the
brave commander of the Enterprize fell, mor-
tally wounded ; while lying on the deck, he re-
fused to be Cdlllt‘(l below, raised his head, and
requested « that the flag might never be struck.”
Thus lay the intrepid Burrows, until he learned
the result of the action, when, clasping his
hands, he said ¢ I die contented.” He was then
taken below, and died in 8 hours afterward.—
At & P. M. the enemy ceased firing, and cried
out for quarters ; saying, that as their colors
were nailed, they could not haul them down ;—
a sufficient proof that it was resolved never to
yield to a Yankee crew. Some of the crew of
the Boxer have aeknowledged, that she left
port with a complement of 115 picked men, for
the purpose of taking the Enterprize, that 6 men
were put on board a prize;and 6 ashore on the
island of Manhiggen, léaving on board, when
the action commenced, 104, which "account a-
grees with the muster-book,¢ found on board of
the Boxer.. The number of killed afnd wounded
on board the Boxer, could not be “aseertained
with certainty, as many of the former were
thrown everboards The g¢nior officer of the
Enterprize states it, from thé'begt information
he could obtain, at hetween 20 -and 30 kiled,
and 14 wounded. Capt. Blythe, the ecommand-
er of the Boxer, was among theKilled. 'The
following extract of'a letter fiom capt. Hull to
commodore Bambndge, is too important to be
omitted,

¢ 1 yesterday visited the two brigs, and was as-
tohished to see the difference of injurysustained in
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‘the action. The Enterpirize has but one 18 pound
shot in her hull, one in her mainmast, and one in her
foremast ; her sails are much cut with” grape shot,
and there are a great number of grape lodged in her
sides, but no injury-done by them. The Boxer has
eighteen or twerty 18 pound shot in her hull, most
of them at the water’s edge, several stands of 18
pound grape stick in her side, and such| a quantity
of small grape, that I did not undertake to count
them. Her masts, sails and spars, are literally cut
to pieces, several of her guns dismounted and un-
fit for service ; her topgallant forecastle nearly ta-
ken off by the shot ; her boats cut to pieces, and
her quarters injured in proportion. To give you
an idea of the quantity of shet about her, I inform
you, that I counted iff her mainmast alone, three 18
pound shot holes, 18 Jarge grape shot holes, 16
musket ball holes, and a largé number of smaller
suiiot holes, and without counting above the cat har-
pins. We fiod it impossible to get at the number
killed ; no papers are found by which we can ascer-
tain it—I; howevery counted upwards of 90 ham-
mocks, which were in ther metting with beds in
them, besides several beds without hammocks ;~
she has excellent accommedations for .all her offi-
cers belowin sfate rooms, so that I have no doubt
that she had. 100-men on board., .- We know that
she has several of the Rattler’s men, lnd a quantity
of wads was taken out of the Rattler, loaded with
4 largc grape shot, with a small hol ‘n the centre,

to put in a cartndge, that the insidevof the ‘wad may
take fire when it leaves the gun.  In shert, she is
in every respect completcly fitted ;-and her aceom-
modations exceed any thing I have seen inavessel
of her class.”

If there is an American who would»deny the
honor due, on this ogeasion, to the American
tars, let him read the following from a Leudon

paper, and yield, however unwillingly, the palin
N
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to the first nation in the world, the hitherto
despised citizens of the United States. The
following is a eopy of the extract alluded to.

“ Among the American news, which is to be found
in the papers just received from that country, it
pains us to find a full confirmation of the loss of his
majesty’s brig Boxer, which has added another lau-
rel to the naval honors of the United States. The
vessel by which she was captured is represented
(falsely we believe) as of only equal force with her-
self ; but what we regret to perceive stated, and
trust will be found much exaggerated, is, that the
Boxer was literally cut to pieces in sails, rigging,
spars and hull ; whilst the Enterprise (her antago-
nist) was in a situation to commence a similar action
immediately afterwards. Tge fact seems to be but
too clearly established, that the Americans have
some supierior mode Qf jfiring ; and we cannot be
too anxiously employed in discovering to what cir-
cumstances that superiority is owing, + The Boxer
was certainly not lost for want of heeeism. The
British captain nailed his colors to the mast, and
. happily did not live to see them struck. Both com-
manders died in the action, which appears to have
been of the most desperate kind ; and both were
buried at the samie time, in the port to which the

rize was carried.”

The loss on beard the Enterprize, was—

1 ordinary seaman, killed ; 1 eommander,
(Burrows), 1 midshipman, (K, Waters), 4 car-
penter’s mate, mortally wounded ; 3 quarter-
masters, 1 boatswain’s mate, 5 seamen, 1 ma-
rine, wounded.—Total 14.

The remains of the gallant commanders,
(Burrows and Blythe) were:buried in Portland,
with military honors. Capt. Blythe, of the
Boxer, was one of the pall-bearers, at the fune-

ral honors p-.)jd to the late capt. Lawrenee, at
Halifax.
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The U. S. brig Enterprize was formerly a
schooner, and is the same vessel with which
lient. Sterrett, in August, 1801, eaptured, with-
out the loss of a man, the 'I'ripolitan ship of
war T'ripeli, of 14 guns and 85 men, 50 of whom
were killed and wounded.

By a resolutien of congress, the president of
the United States was requested to present to
the nearest male relative of lieut. William Bur-
rows, and to lieut. R. M<Call, of the brig En-
terprize, a gold medal ; and a silver medal to
cach ofhe commissioned officers of said vessel.

The president of the United States, having
eonsidered the Boxer as equal in force to the
Enterprize, has ordered her to be delivered up
for the benefit of the eaptors.

Com. Rodgers arrived at Newport, the 26(k
September, in the frigate President, having
sailed from Boston, on his third cruise, in com-
pany with the Congress, the 30th of April pre-
ceding. After parting company with the Con-
gress, on the 8th May, in lon. 60 W. lat, 39,
30, N. he shaped his course to the southward
of the Grand Bank, with the view (o intercept
the enemy’s West-India trade: being disap-
pointed in this quarter, he pursued a route to
the northward, on a parallel with the eastern
cdge of the Grand Bank, so as to eross the
tracks of the West-India, IHalifax, Quebee, and
St. John’s trade.  Not being successful, after
reaching the latitude of 48 N. he steered to-
ward the Azores, off which he continued until
the 6th Jupe, witheut meeting an enzmy’s ves-
sel. From hence, he crowded sail to the N. E.
in search ,?f an enemy’s convoy, which he learn-
ed, was:-seen sailing from the West-Tndies, to
England. Although disappointed in falling in-

\

\
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with the convoy, he nevertheless made 4 eap-
tures, the 9th and 13th of June. This brought
him so far to the north and east, that he re-
solved on going into the North Sea. He put
into North Bergen on the 27th June, to procure
provisions and water, not having seen any ene-
my’s vessel since the 13th. At Bergen he could
proetre only water ; and departed from thence
the 2d July, stretching over towards the Ork-
ney-islands ; and from thence towards the
North Cape, in search of a British convoy, that
was "o sail from Archangel, of whiclfhe ob-
tained information from 2 vessels, wiich he
captured on the 13th and 18th July. Th this
object he was disappointed, by the appearance
of 2 of the enemy’s ships of war (a line of bat-
tle ship and a frigate) off the Notth Cape, on
the 19th July. "The President was chased by
these 2 ships for 80 hours, but effeeted her es-
cape. The commodore next proceeded to a sta-
tion where he might intercept the trade passing
into and eut of the Irish channel. In this posi-
tion, he made 3 captures, between the 25th Ju-
ly and 1st August ; when, fearing the great su-
perior force of the enemy in that quarter, he
changed his ground ; and, after taking a cir-
cuit round Ireland, and getting into the latitude
of Cape Clear, he stecred for the banks of New-
foundland, near which he made 2 captures.—
From the Banks, he steered for the United
States ; and, being short of provisions, was
compelled to“make the first port, into which he
could safely enter. He breught in with him, H.
B. M. schr. High Flyer,a tenderto admiryl War-
ren, captured on the 23d July. He tgok 271
prisoners ; 216 of whom were sent home in ear-
tels, and 55 breught home in the President.




HISTORY OF THE WAR. 149

‘The movements, on the Niagara frontier, be-
gan at this time, to wear a very serious aspect.

The following address was circulated in the
western district of the state of New-York.

« TO THE PATRIOTS OF THE WESTERN
DISTRICT.

“ The period being at hand which is to decide
the fate of the province of Upper Canada, and the
command of the Niagara frontier. having devolved
on me ; I think proper to invite the old and young
patriots of the Western District, to join my brigade
in defence of their country and rights—any number
not exceeding 1000 will be accepted and orgamazed
immediately on their arrival at Lewiston, and offi-
cered by the choice of their men. As the move-
ments of an army require seccrecy, objects in view:
cannot be particularly developed; but those who
feel disposed to distinguish themselves and render
services to their country, may be assured that some-
thing efficient and decisive will be done. Fhe term
of service will be 2 months, if not seoner discharg-
ed : and every thing shall be done to render their
situations as comfortable as possible. I wish none
to volunteer' who may have any constitutional objec-’
tions to cross the Niagara river. 1,400 of my bri-
gade have already volunteered to cross the river,
and go wherever they may be required ; and 600
of them are now doing duty at Fort George. I flat-
ter myself that no othér consideration need be urg-
ed, than love of country, to excite the patriotism of’
the yeomanry of the Western District:

“ Given at head-Quarters, Lewiston, O¢tober 2d, -
1813. GEO. MCLURE, Brig. Gen.

Commanding Niagara Frontier.”

A considerable number of patrietic volunteers :
focked, on this accasion, to the standard of gen.
M:Chure.

The following is-an extract of the general’s

‘ N2
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letter to governor Tompkins, of the state of New-
York, dated Fort George, 6th October, 1813.

¢ We have commenced offensive operations a-
gainst the enemy. About 500 militia velunteers,
and about 150 Indians, commanded by col. Chapin,
attacked the picket guard of the enemy about a mile
and an half from Fort George, and drove them in
upon the. main body, when the enemy opened a fire
from several field pieces. Our men retired in good
order into the fort, with the loss of one man killed
and 2 or three wounded. The enemy’s loss was 7
killed, many wounded, and 4 prisoners.

« In a short time,the enemy appeared in consider-
able force within 500 yards of the fort, at the edge
of the woods ; Chapin again sallied out with about
800 men and some Indians, commenced a brisk fire
on the whole of the enemy’s line, and drove them
half a mile—but, perceiving, by the movements of
the enemy, that they would outflank us, I ordered
200 to reinforce him, and in two detachments to #i-
tack the enemy’s flanks. We succeeded in driving
“the enemy into the woods, when, night coming on,
put an end to the conflict. Owur loss was trifling ;
T have not ascertained that of the enemy. Ceolonel
Chapin is a brave man. Every officer and soldier
did his duty.”

Col. Chapin, in a private letter; toa friend in
Buffaloe, thus details the brush he had with
the enemy. ’

« While at dinner, I received information of thée
British army being in the town of Newark. I im-
- mediately rallied a party of 100 men, and commenc-
ed a fire upon them, who returned it with much
warmth-——we kept the ground till we were rein-
forced by 60 Indians and 100 militia. With this
force, we compelled the enemy to retreat, and pur-
sued them one and a half miles, when ‘we received
a reinforcement of 100 men ; with this force, we
drove them half a mile farther, where they cevered
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themselves in a ravine, -and opéned a most tremen-
dous fire of musketry upon us. Afteran hour and
a half hard fighting, we drove them from the ra-
vine, back to the batteries—it being now nearly
dark, we returned in good order.

“ From some deserters, and a prisoner we took,
" we learn, that we had contended with the whole
British army, consisting of 1100 men;, with the great
gen. Vincent at their head: and that we killed 32.
Our loss was 4, killed and wounded.”

Major Chapin has recently been brevetted
lieutenant-colonel, in the United States’ army.

Gen. M¢<Clure, with the New-York militia,
volunteers and Indians, sueceeded in driving the
British army from the vicinity of Fort George,
and pursued them as far as T'welve-mile-creek.
Col. Scott, who commanded at Fort George,
having informed gen. M<Clure, that he was un-
der orders to leave that place with the regulars,
the general was eompeHed te abanden his de-
sign, and return to Fort George.

It was general M¢Clure's wish, by the aid of
the regular troops, to clear Upper Canada above
Kingston of the British armies, to establish a
temporary government, secure the friendship
and, if necessary, the eo-operation of the inhab-
itants, and compel the Indians to separate them-
selves from the enemy, or accompany them in
their retreat. That this could be effected ean
scarcely be doubted, but it was necessarily abun-
doned in favor of a design which originated with
the general government, and whieh, had- it sue-
eceded, would have been more important. The
regular troops were principally drawn from the
Niagara frontier, to co-operate with gen. Wil-
kinson in his intended attack on Montreal. Gen.
Harrison’s army was also ordered to Sackett’s
Harbor. Gen. M¢Clure endeavored to influened
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gen. Harrison to aid him in attacking the cne-
my ; but the instructions from the general gov-
erament were positive ; and commodore Chann-
cey had arrived with his fleet to remove the
troops to Sackett’s Harbor. The force remain-
ing with gen. M¢Clure, was barely sufficient to
defend Fort George, and entirely inadequate to
offensive operations ; and this force, whieh the
general stated to be ¢ ungovernable,” would
soon be reduced by the expiration of their term
of service,

The militia returned to their homes, with the
exception of a few that were induced to remain
beyond the term of their enlistment. The gene-
ral finding his force reduced to a number inade-
quate to defend his post, and the enemy advan-
ced within a few miles of him, he called a coun-
eil of officers, and put to them the question,
¢ Is the fort temable with the present number
of men :”, They were unanimous in the opinion,
that it was not tenable. 'The arms, ammunitien,
and publie stores were immediately sent across
the river, and, as a measure deemed necessary
to the safety of the troops, the town of Newark
was burned. Gen. M:Clure justified this act,
on the ground of an order to that effeet from
the secretary of war. The inhabitants had
twelve hours’ notice to remove their effects, and
such as ehose te cross the river, were provided
with all the neeessaries of life.

Capt. Leonard was left in command at Fort
Wiagara with 150 regulars; colonel Grieves,
with 20 men and twe pieces of artillery, was at
Lewistown ; major Mallory, with 40 Canadian
militia, were stationed at Sehlosser; and the
general went te Buffaloe, to provide for the
safety of that place and Black Rock.
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From Buffaloe, general M¢Clure issued an
address to the inhabitants of the counties of
Niagara, Genesee, and Chatague, apprising
them of the menaced invasion of that frontier,
and calling on them to repair to Lewistown,
Schlosser, and Buffaloe, for the purpose of de-
fending their country and home against a bar-
barous enemy. This was too late to produce
the desired effect,

On the morning of the 19th December, about
4 o’clock, the enemy, consisting of regulars, mi-
litia, and Indians, to the number, by the most
probable account, of 1500 men, crossed the Ni-
agara river at Five-mile meadow, and advanced
against Fort Niagara, which they completely
surprised, entering it while the men were near-
ly all asleep, and killing, without merecy or dis-
crimination, those who came’in their way. It
will be recollected, that an attack on this place
was expected, and that captain Leonard, who
commanded, had directions accordingly; yet
general M«Clure observes, in his official des-
pateh, ¢ 1 am induced to think that the disaster
is not attributable to any want of troops. but to
gross neglect in the commanding officer of the
fort, captain Leonard, in not preparing, bein§
ready, and looking out for the expected attack.
It appears by another letter from gen. M¢Clure,
¢¢that captain Leonard was not in the fort at the
time of the attack, having left it at a late hour
the preceding evening.”

On the same morning on which Niagara was
taken, a detachment of militia stationed at
Lewistown, under command of major Bennet,
was attacked by a strong party of the enemy,
but the major and his few men cut their way
with great bravery through several hundreds
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of savages and others by whom they were sue-
rounded. The villages of Youngstown, Lewis-
town, Manchester, the Indian Tusearora village,
and all the intervening heuses, were burned,
and many of the inhabitants inhumanly buteher-
ed, without respect to age or sex, by savages
headed by British officers painted. Major Madl-
lory, who was stationed at Schlosser, with about
40 Canadian militia, boldly advanced to Lewis-
town heights, and eompelled the enemy to fall
back to the foot of the mountain ; for two days
the major continued to resist the advanee of the
cnemy, disputing every inch of ground to the
Tautawanty ereek.

Major-general Hall, on learning the danger-
ous and exposed state of the frontier, hastened
to Batavia; and, on the morning of the 23d De-
cember, at the Tequest of general M¢<Clure,
took the chief eommand of the men then assem-
bling to repel the enemy. 'There was a great
deficiency of ammunition and arms. With what
could be precured, the general‘commenced his
march towards Lewistown on the 25th, having
under his command 150 infantry under lieut.
col. Lawrence, supported by one eompany of
eavalry, under captain Marvin, and in the ex-
peetation to join a eorps of militia, said to be
200 strong, under lieut. eol. Atcheson, which
was stationed 15 miles east from Lewistown,
with instructions, if possible, to join the main
force at Buffaloe. On the morning of the 26th,
general Hall arrived at Buffaloe, where he found
a considerable body of irregular troops of vari-
ous deseriptions, General M’Clure was left in
command at Batavia. On the 27th, the troops
at Buffaloe and Black Rock were reviewed, and
found to consist, in the aggregate, including In-
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dians, of 1741 men, which were increased, on
the morning of the 29th. by about 300 men,
giving an entire force of 2011 men; but this
orcc was soon reduced, by desertion, to 1200 ;
and cven these so deficient in ammunition, that
a part of the cartridges were made and distribu-
ted after the men were paraded for battle on
the morning of the 30th.

In the evening of the 29(h, at 12 o’clock, the
horse patrole had been fired on, a short distance
below Conjoktie’s creek, and one mile below
Black Rock. The troops were immediately
paraded, and steod by their arms. An attempt
was made to dislodge the enemy from the sail-
ors’ battery near Conjokties’, of which he had
obtained pessession. The attempt failed,
though the darkness of the night, and confusion
into which the militia were thrown by the ene-
my’s fire. A second body of militia, sent on the
same service, was equally unsueeessful; the
men, after a shott skirmish, fled in disorder.
A third detachment was ordered on the same
service, but was recalled to oppose a body of
men Which was discovered, as the day dawned,
crossing the river. As soon as the force of the
enemy was ascertained to be large, and com-
manded by lieut. col. Drummond, and their po-
sition reconnoitered, the best possible dispo-
sition was made to oppose them, with a force
inferior in number, as it was in experience and

ammunitions of war. General Hall thus briefly
details the effect :

« The attack was commenced by a fire from our
six pounder under lieut. Seely, below general Por-
ter’s house, and one 24 and two 12 pounders at the
battery, under command of lieut Farnum, of the
21st U. S. infantry, acting as a volunteer. At the
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same time the enemy opened a heavy fire from their
batteries on the opposite side of the river, of shells,
spherical apd hot shot,and ball. The regiment un-
der command of col. Blakeslie, about 400 strong,
were regularly in line, together with detached bo-
dies from other corps, amounting, according to the
best estimnate I can make, in all about 600 men.
These few but brave men, commenced the attack
with musketry upon the enemy in their boats, and
poured upon them a most destructive fire. Every
inch of ground was disputed with the steady cool-
ness of veterans, and at the expense of many valu-
able lives. Their bravery, at the same time that it
casts a lustre over their names, reflects equal dis-
grace on those who fled at the first appearance of
danger—and whom neither intreaties nor threats
could turn back to the support of their comrades.

“ Perceiving that the Indians, on whom 1 had re-
lied for attacking the enemy’s flank, were offering
us no assistance—and that our right was endanger-
ed by the enemy’s left, I gave directions for the re-
serve, under command of col. M‘Mahan, to attack
the enemy in flank on our right. But terror had
dissipated this corps, and but few of them could be
rallied by their officers and brought to the attack.
‘Of this corps there are some who merit well of
their country—but more who covered themselves
with disgrace. The defection of the Indians and of
my reserve, and the loss of the services of the ca-
valry and mounted men, by reason of the nature of
the ground on which they must act, left the forces
engaged exposed {to the enemy’s fire in front and
flank. After standing their ground for about one
half hour, opposed to veterans and highly discip-
lined troops, overwhelmed by numbers, and nearly
surrounded, a retreat became necessary to their
safety, which was accordingly made. I then made
every effort to rally the troops, with a view to re-
new the attack on the enemy’s columns, on their
approach to the village of Buffaloe. But every ef-
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fort proved ineffectual; and experience proves,
that with militia & retreat becomes a ﬂight, and a
battle once ended; the army is dissipated. Deserted
by, my prificipal™force, 1 fell back that night to the
Eleven mile creek, and was forced to leave the flour-
ishing villages.6f ‘Black Rock and Buffuloe, a prey
to the enemyj; which they have pillaged and laid in
ashes.”

General ITall retired to Eleven mile ereek,
where he collected about 300 men; and, with
these, endeavored to cover the fleeing inhabi-
tants, and make a show, to prevent thc advance
of the enemy.

Eight pieces of artillery fell inte the hands
of the enemy. About 30 men were killed, and
somewhat more than that number wounded, in
the defence of’ Black Rock. But the worst re-
mains to be told, or rather some faint idea to
be given of the indeseribable barbarity of the
enemy.

bBlack Rock and Buffiloe were destroyed, 10-
gether with every building for two. miles éast
of Buffiloe on the Batavia road, and almost eve-
ry building between i}aﬁ'.xlm‘ and Niagaraalong
the viver. ¢ The ene my,” says general Hall,
¢« had with him at Black Rock and Buffuloe, a
number of Iadians, (the general opinion in that
eountry is about 200,) wiho pursucd their ae-
eustomed mode of horrid warfare, by toma-
hawking, scalping, and otherwise mutiiafing
the persons who fell into their honds.  Awoug
the victims of their savage barbarity, was a
Mprs. Lovwejoy, of Buffaloe, who was tomali-owk-
ed and afterwards burnt in her own liouse. ' e
conduct of these savages has strack the minds
of the people on the ;\mqn"t frontier with sneh
horror, as to make it absolutely neeessary, that

0




158 HISTORY OF THE WAR.

a more efficient force than the oedinary militia
of the country, should be employed for its pro-
tection, to prevent lts becoming -entirely depo-
pulated.”

All the settlements of a populous country, 4-0
miles square, were completely broken wup, and
42,000 persons sent as if into beggary. 'The
tomahawk and bayonet ‘deprived parents of theie
children, and children of their parents ; the sa-
vages white and red, who acted not merely as
conquerors, but as muulcu‘l s and robbers, by a
fell swoop, pounced upon their prey with the
ferocity of the tyger and the all-desolating ruin
of the logust.” On the 4th January the robhors
retired into their own woods, not daring to wait
the chastisement that was prepared for them.

Considerable contributions of money were
collected for the relief of the surviving suffer-
ers, who gradually returned to view thc smok-
ing ruins of their late habitations.

'The enemy having declared their conduct on
the Niagara frontier, to have been committed
in retaliation for excesses said to have been
committed by the American armies in Canada,
the censure, or rather indignation of the suffer-
ing inhabitants were turned against general
M:Clure, who had the command. The general,
previous to retiring from command, published
an address to the public, in justification of his
own «conduct, in which he seems to have been
pretty successful. M:Clure was certainly a
good and zealous soldier; ever ready to obey
his superiors, he exacted obedience from those
who were placed under his command ; he knew
that strict discipline was essential to form the
practical soldier; and he probably suffered in
the esteem of some because he pursued a system
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from whichhe eould not depart without a erime,
that might. stamp him with indelible disgrace.

While things'were thus progressing on land,
the British were prepariqag a naval force for the
annoyanee gf the citizens‘on the sea-hoard.

Admiral Wartren arrived at Halifax on the
27th September, 1812 ; and having attempted
in vain -to deceive the American government
Wwith false professions of a pacific intention, he
proceeded, in January, off New-York.

Early in February, 1813, the Chesapeake bay
and Delaware river were biockaded.

The British fleet continued in the bay and
rivers connected therewith. 'Their transac-
tions, for the greater-part, form a history of
petty landings, wherever no considerable force
could be opposed to them, bugning or taking
every vessel that eame within their power,
plundering the inhabitants adjacent to the wa-
ters, burning houses, and “sulting, in the most
libidineus manner, thosec females, who did not,
or could not fly from them. The following de-
serve particular record, '

A letter, of which the following is a copy,
was sent to Lewistown, in the state of Dela-
ware, on the 16th Mareh, 1813.

“ S1r,—As soon as you receive this, I must re-
quest you will send twenty live bullocks,with a pro-
portionable quantity of vegetables and hay, to the
Poicticrs, for*the use of his Britannic majesty’s
squadron now at this anchorage, which shall be im-
mediately paid for at the Philadeiphia prices. It
you refuse to comply with tais request, I shall be
under the necessity of destroying your town.

I have the honor to be, sir, your ob’t servant,
J. P. BERESFORD, Commodore,
commanding the British squadron in
the mouth of the Delaware.
« T'he first magistrate of Lewistown.”
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'The magistrate transmitted the'letter to gov-
ernor Haslet, who sent a reply to the admiral
on the 23d, concloding in the following words :
1 have only to observe to you, that a compli-
ance would be an immediate vielation of the
laws of my country, and an eternal stigma on
the nation of which I am a citizen. A compli-
ance, therefore, cannot be acceded to.”

On the evening of the 6th April, the Belvide-
ra and two small vessels came close into Lewis,
and commenced an attack by firing several 321h.
. shot into the {own,, which have been picked up;
after which a flag was séht, to which the fol-
lowing reply was returned.

¢« $1R,=--In reply to the .renewal of your demand,
with the addition for a ¢ supply of water,” 1 have to
inform you that ncither can be complied with. This,
too, you must be sensible of; therefore I must in-
sist the attack on the inhabitants of this town is both
twanton and cruel. T have the honor to be, your

most obedient servant,
¢S, B. DAVIS, Col. Commandant.”

Another message was sent, in which the Brit-
ish eaptain Byron. among other matter, wrote,
«I grieve for the distress of the women’—to
which a verbal reply was given, ¢ That colonel
Davis is a gallant man, and has already taken
care of the ladies.”

The attack continued till near 10 o’clock.
The firing was kept up during the greater part
of the following day. One of the most danger-
ous of their gun-Boats was silenecd by the fire
from a small battery. 'The enemy withdrew on
the Sth, after firing on Lewis for 22 hours, with
little effect, and without accomplishing his ob-
Jeet.

In their progress up the bay, the Dritish
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landed at Frenchtown on the Klk river, and
hurned the store houses, destroying or earry-
ing away all the public and private property
which they contained.

From Frenchtown, the enemy proceeded to
Havre de Grace, a flourishing little village on
the Susquehannah, where they landed, in con-
siderable foree, on the 3d of May. and proceed-
ed to plunder and burn with a savageness that
required but the use of the scalping-knife, to.
outrival their red allies. 'U'wenty-four of the
bast houses in the town were burncd, and the
others plundered. A small party of militia
were stationed at Havrede Grace, who, on the
approach of the enemy, made a slight resist-
anee, and then retreated,  An Irishman, named
O+Neil, with a counage amounting to rashness,
and an enthusiasm not confined by eold loyalty,
opposed his single arm to the British host, was
taken prisoncr and carvied on board the British
fleet, but afterwards released on parole.

His countrymen, vesiding in Philadelphia,
presented the brave O+Neil with a sword.

From Havre de Grace, the eneiy proeeeded
further up the river, and burned.a warehouse
belonging to Mr. Stump, and a furnace belong-
inz to Mr. Hughes, at Princippi.

On the morning of the &th, the enemy evacu-
ated Havyre do Grace, aind procceded down the
bay.

The next exploit of the enemy was the burn-
ing of the unproteeted villages of Frederick and
Georgetown ; the former in Ceecil county; the
latter in Kent county, opposite each ather on
the Sassafras river, in the state.of Maryland.

"The movements of the enemy on the 20th
June, having indicated a design to attack Nor-

02
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folk, which place was then ill prepared for de-
fenee, eaptain Tarbell, finding Craney Island
ather wesk manned, directed licutenants Neale,
Shubrick, and Sanders, with 100 seamen, to a
small battery at the N. W. point of the island.
At 5 o’clock, on the morning of the 22d, the en-
emy was discovered landing round the point of
Nansemond river, a force, reported hy desert-
ers and others, to exceed 3000 men; at S, A. M.
the harges attempted to land, in front of the
island, an additional foree of 1500, when lieuts.
Neale, Shubrick, and Sanders, with the sailors
under their command, and the marines of the
Constellation frigate, 150 in number, opened a
five, which was so well directed. that the enemy
was obliged to retreat te his ships. 'Three of
his largest barges were sunk ; one of tiiem, call-
ed the Centipede, admiral Warren's hoat, 50
feet in length. carried 75 men, the greater part
of whom were lost. Several of the hoats fell
back, in the rear of the island, and eommenced
throwing reekets from Mr. Wise’s houses ; but
they were quickly compelled to move off, by
the shot directed to that quarter, from gun-boat
No. 67. In the evening, the enemy’s boats eame
round the point of Nansemond, and, at sunset,
were seen returning to their ships, full of men.
At dusk, they, strewed the shore along with
fires, in order to run away by the light.

‘I'he British troops, that were previously
Yand.d, made their appearanee on the main land,
wiit. a4 view to attack the west and north po-
gitions of the island, but with no better success
th .n attended the men in the hoats. Two 24
pounders and four 6 pounders were advantage-
ously posted, under the direction of major Faul-
kener, of the artillery, which were so well serv-




de-
and
ile,
02
md.
en-
t of
pprt-
M.
the
nts.
lors
the
1 a
‘my
e of
all-
50
yart
fell
iced
but
by
hoat
ame
sety
nen.
with

usly
and,

po-
cess
D 2%
age-
aul-
erv-

HBISTORY OF THE WAR, 165

ed by captain Emerson, lieutenants Ylawl and
Godwin, that they produced a serious) effect on
the enemy. who was soon competed to retreat,

Oppesed to the large British force, there were
but a few hundred militia and artillerists ; there
were mounted on the island not more than eight
pieces of cannon that could be brought to bear
on the enemy. ¢ The officers of the Constella-
tion,” according to the official report of com.
Cassin, ¢ fired their 18 pounder more like rifle-
men than artillerists.”—"This defence did great
honor to the few Americans who were engaged.
Norfolk was an important post, and the enemy
determined on its occupation; the force sent
against it was large: admiral Cockburn com-
manded in person, and was in one of the barges,
encouraging the men to advance. Some French
deserters reported, that a large hounty was to
be given to the men in the event of suceess, and
that it was promised to them, that Norfolk
would be given up to be plundered.

T'he loss of the enemy could not be less than
200, exclusive of several deserters; 22 prison-
ers were taken; also a brass 3 pounder, with a
number of small arms, pistols, cutlasses, &e.

Not a man was lost on the side of the Ameri-
cans; the enemy used only Congreve rockets,

On the 25th June, hetween 30 and 40 barges
were discovered, filled with men, approaching
the mouth of Hampton creek, from the direc.
tion of Newport’s Noose. The American troops
were quickly formed on Little-England planta-
tion, south-west, and divided from Hampton by
a narrow creek, over which a slight foot bridge
had been erected. In a short time, the enemy
eommenced landing troops in rear of the Ameri-
cans. A litte after 5 o'clock, A. M. several
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barges approached Black-beard’s Point, the
headmost of which commenced a firing of round
shot, which was returned from a small battery
of four long 12 pounders. 'The entire of the
force landed by the enemy, consisted of at least
2500 men, supported by several field-pieces, and
some heavy guns, and rockets; the American
troops were composed of 349 infantry and rifle,
62 artillerists, and 25 cavalry. 'This little force
made the most judicious and best defence that

/as practicable, maneuvring and disputing eve-
ry ineh of ground. The contest was at one time
very sharp, and was maintained with a resolu-
tion that left hope of repelling the invaders;
but the enemy, being very numerous, attempted
to outflank and cut off the Americans, when
part of the latter began to disperse in various
directions. It now became indispensably neces-
sary for all the Americans to retire, which they
did under a continued, but ill-directed fire, from
the enemy, who pursued them for two miles.
The Americans occasionally stopped at a fence

or ditch, and at every fire brought down one of

the pursuing foe.

Capt. Pryor, with his lieutenants Lively and
Jones, and his brave, active matrosses, after
slaughtering many of the enemy with his field
pieces, remained on the ground till surrounded
—and when the enemy was within 60 or 70
yards of the fort, thcv spll\od their guns, broke
through the enemy’s vear, and, by swimming a
ereek, made good their retreat without losing a
man, taking with them their carbines, and hid-
ing them in the woods.

The American loss was 7 killed, 16 wounded,
of. whom, 2 died of their wounds. 1 prisoner and
11 missing. 'The encmy took possession of the
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village of TIampton, after suffering a loss, by
the most probable calculation, ol at least 200
men.

Major Crutchfield, who commanded the A-
mericans, states the enemy’s conduet, in the fol-
lowing extract, from his official report :

¢ To give you, sir, an idea of thé savage like dis-
position of the enemy, on their ggtting possession
of the neighborhood, would be a vhin attempt.  Al-
theugh Sir Sidney Beckwith, asSured me, that no
uneasiness need be felt in relation to, the unfortu-
nate Americans ; the fact is, that yepterday there
were gevéral dead bodies lying unbyried, and the
wounded not even assisted into town/ although ob-
served to be crawling through theAields towards a
cold and inhospitable protection:”

“ The unfortunate femalesof Hampton, who could
not leave the town, were abused in the most shame-
ful manner; not only by the soldiers, but by the ve-
nal savage blacks, who were encouraged in their ex-
cesses. They pillaged, and encouraged every act
of rapine and murder, killing a poor man by the
name of Kerby, who had been lying on his bed, at
the point of death, for more than six weeks, shoot-
ing his wife in the hip at the same time, and killing
his faithful dog, lying under his feet. The murder-
ed Kerby was lying last night weltering in his bed.”

A committee of congress, in a report to the
Liouse, thus notice this transaction,

« The shrieks of the innocent victims of infernal
lust at Hampton, were heard by the American pri-
soncrs, but were too weak to reach the ears or dis-
turb the repose of the British officers, whose duty,
as men, required them to protect every female
whom the fortune of war had thrown'into their pow-
er. The committee will.not dwell on this hateful
subject Human langulge affords no terms strong
enough to express the emotions which the exami-
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nation of this eyidence has awakened ; they rejoice
that these acts have appeared so incredible te the
American people. And, for the honor of human
nature, they deeply regret, that the evidences so
clearly establish their truth. Inthe correspondence
between the commander of the American and Bri-
tish forces, will be found what is equivalent to an
admission of the facts, by the British commander.”*

The enemy soon evacuated Hampton, and re-
treated to his shipping, to avoid the punish-
ment, which, had he remained, would have soon
been inflicted. The following extract of a let-
ter from capt. Cooper, to the lieut. governor of
Virginia, is proof of shocking barbarity which
would disgrace the savage of the w ilderness.

¢ I was yesterday in Hampton with my troop
that place having been evacuated in the morning by
the British. My blood ran cold at what T saw and
heard. The few distressed inhabitants running up
in every direction to congratulate us ; tears were
shedding in every corner—the infamous scoundrels,
monsters, destroyed every thing but the houses,
and, (my pen is almost unwilling to describe it) the
women were ravished by the abandone« ruffians.—
Great God ! My dear friend, can you figure to your-
gelf, our Hampton females, seized and treated with
violence by those monsters, and not a solitary Ame-
rican arm present to avenge their wrongs ! But e-
nough—1I can no more of this. Tlie enemy have
received a reinforcement of 2000—in all, 6000 men;
and Norfolk or Richmond is their immediate aim.
Protect yourselves from such scenes as we have
witnessed. They retired in great confusion, leav-
ing 3000 weight of becf, some muskets, ammuni-
tion, canteensy &c. and some of their men, which
we took. It is supposed that they apprehended an
immediate attack from 6790 of our men, which caus-
ed them to retreat so precipitately. My friend, rest
assured of onc thing—that they cannot conquer A-
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mericans—they cannot stand them. It we had had
1200 men, we should have killed or taken the grea-
ter part of them.”’

1n furdher proof of these enormities, the fol-
lowing extraet is given, from the letter of a gen-
tleman of great respectability.

“ At present you must content yourself with the
following, and.beieve it as religiously ga any fact
beyond dgnial.  Mrs. Turnbull was pursued up to
her waist.in the water, and dragged on shore by 10
or 12 of these ruffians, who satiated their brutal de-
sires upon her, after pulling off her clothes,- stocke
ings, shoes, &c.  Thijs fact was seen by your ne-
phew Keith, and many others. Another case—a
married woman, her name unknown to me, with her
infant child in her arms (the child forcibly dragged
from her) shared the same fat¢. Two young wo-
men, well known to many, whose names will not
be revealed at this time, suffered in like manner.—
Dr. Colton, Parson Halson, and Mrs. Hopkins,have
informed me of these particulars—another, in the
presence of Mr. Hope, had her gown cut off with
a sword, and violence offered in his presence, which
he endeavored to prevent, but had to quit the room,
leaving the unfortunate victim in their possession,
who, no doubt, was abused in the same way.

«Old Mr. Hope himself was stripped naked,prick-
ed with a bayonet in the arm, and slapt in the face~—
and were I to mention a hundred cases in addition
te the above, I do not know that I should exagge-
rate.”

Admiral Cockburn is the redoybtable hero,
who commanded the enemy in the manly attack
oh Hampton.t

t+ James O’Boyle, an Irishman, residing at Pugh-
town in Virginia, offered a reward of 1,000 dollars,
for the head of ‘¢ the notorious incendiary, and in-
famous scoundrel, and violater of all laws, human
and divine, the Britich admiral Cockburn,” or 500
dollars for each of his ears.
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On the 26th June, three of the enemy’s bar-
ges attempted to anter Pagan ereek, but were
resisted by a detaehment of militia; and after
exchanging 1% shot, without effect on either
side, the enemy retived.

The enemy had such total command of the
waters of the Chesapeake, and the rivers falling
nto it, wherever the same were without’ the
range of shot from the shore; amd his move-
ments were so various, that a general alarm was
excited in the neighborhood of these waters ;
the ttoops were necessarily kept embodied, and
moving in a manner, which occasioned distres-
sing and harrassing difficulties. The fate of
the femalesy at Hampton, excited an indignation,
and roused a patriotism and a love of family
kindred, which stifled all complaints among the
harrassed soldiery of -Virginia and Maryland—
« Hampton” was a watch-word, at which every
husband, father, brother and man, took his gun
and fled, with willingness, to mcet the ruflians,
who threatened, with worse than murder, the
fair daughters of Ameriea.

It would scarcely be interesting to detail eve-
ry petty landing, skirmish and adventure, that
occurred, while the enemy remained in the
Chesapeake—the most conspicuous of them-will,
however, be detailed.

A party of the enemy landed a little below
James-T'own,,on the 2d July g but were repuls-
ed by the militia. Two of the enemy were
killed ; two taken, and several wounded. 'The
militia suffered no loss. )

On the 14th July, the U. S. schooner Asp,
was attacked In Yocimo river, by the erews of
2 brigs, who put off in their boats, for that pur-
pose. The boafs, 3 in number, were beaten off
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by the well directed fire from the Asp ; about an
hour after, the boats returned, with two  otlrer
beats, well manned. There were but 21 men on
board the Asp, and they could not effectuaily re-
sist the great force sent against them ; (hey,
however, defended themselves obstinately and
bravely ; nor did they retreat until after the
Asp was boarded by more than 50 of the ene-
my. The enemy set the vessel on fire. After
their retreat, the survivors of the brave Ameri-
can crew, went on board and extinguished the
flames. T'he American loss in killed and wound-
ed, amounted to 10 men. Mr. Sigourney, the
intrepid commander of the Asp, was among the
killed.

Some essays; published by the late Robert
Fulton, on the practicability of destroying ships
by torpedoes, induced several persons to turn
their thoughts te this subject. A Mr. Mix, of
. the navy, accompanied by captain Bowman, of
Salem, and midshipman M<Gowan, essayed to
destroy the ship of war, Plantagenet, of 74
guns, lying in Lynnhaven Bay.  For this pur-
pose, they proceeded in a beat, in the night of
the 2&th July ; and, having reached within 100
yards of the ship, drepped the torpedo. It was
swept along by the tide, but exploded a few se-
conds before it would have come in contaet with
the vessel. It produced great consternationand
confusion on board the vessel, and induced seve-
ral of the erew to iake to their boats. "T'he
ship was greatly agitated, and some- damage
done by the violent motion of the water. The
noise, occasioned by the explosion, was loud and
tremendous ; and the appearance of the water,
thrown up in a column of 30 or 40 feet high,

l)
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awfully sublime. It has not been ascertajned
that any lives were lost.

The fleet, under command of admiral Cock-
burn, returned to the Chesapeake on the 16th
July, after an invasien of North-Carolina, where
the country was pillaged and laid waste by the
enemy, for several miles. On the 12th, a part
of this fleet, consisting of two 74’s, 8 frigates,
and 3 schoomers, appeared off Ocracoek bar, +
in North-Carolina, and immediately despatch-
ed, in boats, between 700 and 800 men, who at-
tacked the privateer Anaconda, and schooner
Atlas, lying inside the bar. There were but
18 men on board the Anaconda, who resisted
the boats as long as they could, until finding
that the vessel must be taken, they discharged

e guns into the hull ; but the enemy bearded
h rin time to plug the holes. The Atlas, and
some small eraft, were captured.  The enemy
took possession of ()01 acock, and of the town,
of Portsmouth, without opposition.

Mrs. Gaston, of Newbern, wife of the mem-
ber of congress, being told that the British had
landed, and would shortly be in possessicn of
Ncw bern, fell into convulsive fits, and cxpired
in a few hours. Mrs. Curtis died in a similar
manner, and a Mrs. Shepherd was at the point
of death; but has recovered. Apprehensions of
being treated like the unfortunate females of
Hampton, it is supposed, produced this extraor-
dinary degree of terror. A large body of mili-
tia and volunteers were assembled in the vicin-
ity of Portsmouth, and on the point of attack-
ing the enemy, when he thought prudent to re-
tire,

Lieut. Angus commanding the Delaware flo-
tilla, having discovered, on the 27th July, that

gal

by
gul
str
car
of
<

rep

13
few
our
dec]
was
stay
thir
had,
kille
loss,
have

they




ined

ock-
16th
here
“the
part
\tes,
bar,
tch-
) at-
mer
but
sted
ling
ged
ded
and
‘my
U\Vn "

em-
had
1 of
ired
ilar
oint
s of
3 of
\or-
ili-
ein-
ck-
re-

flo-
hat

HISTORY OF THE WAR:

the enemy had chased and taken a small vessel.
near the Overfalls, got under way, and stood
for the enemy. At the distance of about three
quarters of a mile, he brought the enemy’s sloop
b war te action, having anchored, for that pur-
pose, 8 gun-boats and 2 bloek-ships, in a line
ahead. A heavy British frigate had, by this
time, anchored about half a mile further out —
After a cannonade of one hour and 45 minutes,
in which the enemy received several shot, with-
out any material damage done to the flotilla,
e manned his boats, 10 in number, (2 launches,
the rest large barges‘and cutters) with between’
30 and 40 1pen in each, and despatched them af-
ter gun-boat Ng. 121, sailing-master Shead,
which had fallen a mile and a half out of the
line, and succeeded in eapturing her, after a
gallant resistance. ‘The enemy would have
been totally defeated, had he not been favored
by a calm, which enabled him to earry off the
gun-boat No. 121, the colors of which were not
struck until after being boarded. 'T'he sound of
cannon, on this oceasion, was heard at the city
of Washington, a distance of 120 miles,

Sailing-master Shead concludes his official
report in the following words : .

“ Ifound it necessary, for the preservation of thos
few valuable lives left, to surrender to seven times
our number : the ¢nemy boarding, loaded our
decks with men ; we were all driven below, and it -
was with the utmost difficulty that the officers could
stay the revenge. of the seamen, who seemed to
thirst for blood and plunder. the last of which they
had, by robbing us of every thing ; ,we had none
killed, but 7 wounded, 5 slightly. 'The enemy’s
loss, by us, was 7 killed and 12 wounded, 4 of which
have since died. - i'hey have conquered me, but
thgy have.paid dearly for it, and I trust, sir, when
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you come to view the disadvantages that I laboured
under, having been byt 7 days on board my boat,
and scarcely time to station my men, and the mis-
fortune of entirely disabling my gun, and the supe-
riority of numbers to oppose me ; you will be colg
vinced that the flag I had the honor to wear, has no
lost any of that national character which has ever
been attached @it.”

It is painful to the historian, that while he
records the many instances of virtuous patriot-
ism and glorious prowess, which signalized the
aitizens and inhabitants of the United States, it
hecomes also hisduty to ‘record their crimes
and treasons. Much consolation is, however,
derived from the reflection, that patriotism was
the 'prevailing sentiment of a great majority of
the people. 'T'he following general order was
published, and dated from the navy department,
at the city of Washington ; and sent, as a cir-
oular, to the commanding officers of stations,
or vessels of the navy of the United States.

¢ The palpable and criminal intercourse held
with the enemy®s forces, blockading and invading
the waters and shores of the United States, is,in a
military view, an offenge of so deep a die, as to call
for the vigilant interposition of all the paval officers
of the United States.

« This intercourse is not only carried on by fo-
reigners, under the specious garb of friendly flugs,
who convey provisions, water, and succours of all
kinds, (ostensibly destined for friendly ports, in the
face, too, of a declared and rigorous blockade) di-
rect to the fleets and stations of the enemy, with
constant intelligence of our naval and military force
and preparation, and the means of continuing and
eonducting the invasion to the greatest possible an-
nayance of the country ;-but the same traffic, inter-
‘course, and intelligenge, is ocarried en with grgat
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subtilty and tréachery, by profligate citizens, who,
in vessels ostensibly navigating our waters, from
port to port, under cover of night, or other circums-
stances favoring their tmpltude find means to con-
vey succours or intelligence to the encmy, and e-
lude the penalty of the law. This lawless trade and
intercourse is also carried on to a great cxtent, in
craft, whose capacity exempts them from the regu-
lations of the revenue laws, and from the vigilance
which vessels of greater capacity attract.

¢ I am, therefore, commanded by the president of
the United States, to enjoin and direct all naval
commanding officerg, to exercise the strictest vigi-
lance, and to stop and detain all vesscls or craft,
whatsoever. proceeding, or apparently intending to
proceed towards the enemy™ vesscls within the wa-
ters, ot hovering about the harbors of the United
States ; og towards any station occupied by the en-
emy within the jurisdiction of the United Statesys
from which vessels or craft the enemy might derive
succours or intelligence. *

“W. JONES.”

"The enemy, the better to. carry his projects
in the Chesapeake into execution, took posses-
sion of Keat-island, and fortitied the narrows ;
which station, he, however, soon afterward de-
serted.  On the 10th August, he made an at-
tack on St. Michael, with 11 barges, which
went up the river on the opposite side, and came
down on the side of St. Michael, with so little
noise, that they were not pereeived passing up
ar down the river ; and as it was very clmuly,
and the men Hlth fort, without suspicion of
attack, the cnemy landed before they were dis-
covered. I'he men fired two guns and left the
fort, of which the enemy immediately took pos-
session, and gave three cheers, suppesing they
would Waye St. Michael without much diffien!-
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ty ; but they were very much mistaken, for the
St. Michael’s people, and capt. Vivkers, of the
Easton packet, with the artillery f1; Caston,
attacked them so briskly, and pointed their
guns with so much judgment, that ourinvaders
were soon obliged to make off—the infantry
were not engaged. Not a man of the Ameri-
eans was hurt, although the grape-shot flew
like hail in the town,and their balls went through
a namber of the houses. The 2 shots that were
fired from the fort must have done some execu-
tion, as a quantity of blood was seen on the
shore, and 2 swords and a pistol were left be-
hind, and their bargeg were seen to be struck
by the artillery from.the town.

On the morning of the 1ith August, ‘at &
o’clock, the enemy attacked Queeqstowb, in
-Queen Ann eounty, both by land and water ;—
about 600 troops were landed, and marched up
to the town, and 20 atmed barges made the at-
tack by water—the attack was so unexpected,
that but little resistance was made—a picKet
guard of the American militia were fired on by
the enemy, 1 of them was kLiiled, and 2 or 3
wounded—the militia retreated to Centrevilley
and left the enemy in possession of the town.

Were the enemy to confine himself to the cap-
turing of vessels and their cargoes, and the de-
struction of public property, hLe would be justi-
fiable ; but it is due to truth, not to conceal,
that, departing from all established rules of
warfare ; he not only carried off private pro-
perty, whenever he could seize it, but also de-
stroyed whatever he could reach, and could not
vemove. Onthe 2d November, he landed on
George’s island, and burned all the buildings
on it ; he decoyed a great number og Begrees,
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with a promise, to make them free—and after-
ward shipped these wretehes to ther West-In-
dies, where they were sold as slaves, for the be-
nefit of British officers. 'The following device
was practiced with success, e

A party of militia, (17 in number)s stationed
themselves behind th&® Sand-hills, while 2 white
men, with their faces and hands blacked, went
dowa upon the beach, gnd *waved their hand-
herchiefs to the ships, when a hoat, with 6 men,
immediately came ashore, followed, at some
distance, by 2 others, full of men. Just as the
men from the first boat were preparing to land,
one of those disguised, in walking a few steps,
showed his bare ancles, which he omitted to
blacken, when the enemy exclaimed—s« Wihite
men in disguise, by — ; Let us push off /”—
which they did, and, atthe same moment, the
militia ran out and fired upon them, until they
were out of gun-shots they killed 2 out of the
51X, : L

It would be impossible, in the compass allot-
ted to this work, to do justice to the enemy :—
his barbarous and plundering conduet in the
Chesapeake and adjoining rivers, can only be
equalled by the conduct of the same enemy in a
former war. ¢ T'he species of warfare,” says
the editor of a Norfolk paper, ¢« waged by eap-
tain Lloyd, of the Rlantagenet, on the inhabit-
ants of Princess Anne county, is of that pitiful
and dishonorable kind. which eannot fail to at-
tach a lasting stigma to his'tharacter, and cause
bis name to descend to -oblivion, coupled with
that of theinfamous Dunmore, and clogged with
the bitter execrations of all who shall hear the
tale of his rapacity.”

The Norfolk Herald thus ably and humanely
notices the seizing and carrying off negroes.
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« To take cattle, or otherstock, would be consis«
tent with tHe usage of civilized warfare : but to take
Negroces, who are Auman beings ; to tear them for-
ever from their kindred and corneetions, is what we
should n¢ver expect from a Chriszian nation, espe-
cially. one ghat has done so much to abolish the
“slave trade.” There are*Negroes in Virginia,
and we believe in all thé southern states, who have
their interests and uffections as strongly engrafted
in their hearts, as the whites, and who. fcel the sa-
cred ties of filial, parental and conjugal affection,
equally strong, and who are warmly attached to
their owners, and the scenes of their nativity. To
those, no inducement, which the enemy could offer,
would be sufficient to tempt' them away. To drag
them away. then, by force, would be the greatest
cruelty. Yes, it is rescrved for England, who
boasts of her religion and love of humanity, to prac-
tice this piece of cruelty, so repugnant t& the dic-
tates of christianity and civilizution.”

The great vigilance and activity of the eiti-
zens, tended not only to disappoint, but frequent-
ly to.punish the marauders.

On the 11th September, about 15 men volun-
teered from a militia company, stationed near
the inlet, at Norfolk, to go and attack a party
of the British, who were said to be on shore at
the cape. When they eame to the eape, and
were mounting one of the sand-hills, they found
themselves in full viewggndswithin musket shot
of a large body of mm'ﬁ-s, who were exereis-
ing. A cluster of officers were standing some
distance off, hetweefi their main body and our
militia—the latter had not-a moment to spare ;
they took deliberate aim at the officers, and fir-
ed ; 4 of them fell! The militia then made the
best of their way back to camp, while the ene-
my’s shot whistled over their heads in all diree-
tions, but without effect.
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The proceedings of the enemy along the coast
east of the Delaware, were not generally im-
portant. ¢

The frigate United States, com. Decatur;
frigate  Macedonian, capt. Jones; and sloop of
war Hornet, capt. Biddle, on the 2ith May, got
under way from New-York, with an intention of
proceeding to sea through the Sound. When
off Hunt’s Point, the mainmast of the United
States was struck with lightning, which tore
away the commodore’s broad pendant and
brought it down on deck, passed into one of the
port-holes, down the after hatchway, through
the ward room into the doctor’s room, put out
his candle, tore up his bed, and then passed be-
tween the skin and ceiling of the-ship, and tore
up about 20 nails of her copper at water’s edge.
No further trace of it could be discovered. The
Macedonian was about 100 yards astern of .the
United States, and on observing the lightning
strike her, immediately hove her topsails aback,
fearing that the fire might find its way to the
magazine.

On the 1st of June, the vessels attempted to
put to sea, but were chased into New-London
by a British force, consisting of & 74, a razee,
and a frigate. The blockade of New-London
was immediately formed; and the inhabitants
very highly alarmed lest the town would be at-
tacked.

On the 21st June, the British privateer Buck-
skin, (formerly belonging to Salem,) chased a
eoaster into Owl Head Narrows, ga small har-
bor in Massachuse¢ts.) where 5 others were ly-
ing, the whole of which were captured, and re-
moved down into what is called the Thorough-
tare, preparatory to being manned out, and they
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began unlading one of the sloops, into whieh
they intended to ‘put the prisoners. During this
time from 2 to 300 militia collected, and pro-
ceeded down to Fox Island, it being thick foggy
weather, when, at 1-2 past 3 on the morning of
the 22d, the fog clearing away, the privateer
appearcd at anchor about 20 rods from the
shore, where they commenced firing upen her
with small arms and one field-piece, which kill-
ed the privateersmen almost as fast as they
came ondeck. The 1st lieutenant cut the cable,
and in attempting to haist the jib, (lying flat on
his back,) had his under jaw shot away, the
captain was killed, and but 9 men, it is said, re-
mained unhurt, t