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PREFACE

WO era, ini Ois moral world, has excited the* 
public curiosity, or effected the general interest 
of mankind, more than the discovery of a west
ern continent in the year 1492. Attracted as the 
public mind was by that event, yet its resulting 
importance was not then fully anticipated by the 
most extravagant hopes or the most aente prog
nostics, To convert the natural riches of the 
new world to the advantage of the old, was the 
only object which the kings of Europe wished to 
accomplish, or intended to essay. Neither king 
nor subject expected that the western world 
would become the seat of empires, independent 
of European rulers; much less did they expect, 
that the future monarehs of the east would meet 
In the new world, rivals capable of opposing and 
defeating attempts at continuing in political sub
jection, the descendants of emigrants, led to 
the new continent by cupidity, driven to it by 
persecution, or banished as an expiation of their 
crimes. v’v < f >

It was not until long after the first settlement 
of America by Europeans, that it was sagacious
ly observed, that «the new world seemed destined 
to give laws to the old.’* The observation drew 
forth but the derision or contempt of the hearers 
and readers. A prophecy so improbable and 
which could not, it was supposed, be aeeompliah*-

i.
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ed, if at all, in a hundred centuries, was deemed 
too puerile to be credited, and too distant to be
fr**4*1- . ,Æjajk

Tjie Revolutionary war gave the first siibsta'n-^ 
liai proof that materials for all the purposes of 
self-government existed in America. In propor
tion as the genius and resources of the inhabitants 
were developed, in the same degree did they find 
advocates in different parts of the world, who 
either saw with pleasure the successful prospect 
which opened itself to the people of the United 
States, (late British colonies,) secretly encoum 
aged and relieved them, or openly supported and 
assisted them. The happy termination of this 
contest led to the belief, that the theories of po- 
litioal prophets were not only probable, but their 
consummation less distant then had been hither» 
to supposed.

The United States, having by the treaty of 
peace of ÎTS3, become a nation by the consent of f 
all other nations, had as if to begin the world, 
without any other capital than the virtue of the 
citizens, and without security against foreign 
aggression, except what could be drawn from 
their own courage and patriotism.

As yet their population was little mere than 
three millions of inhabitants ; the want of a well 
consolidated confederation rendered the govern
ment weak ; and the many incidents and difficul
ties attending the attempt to reconcile various in
terests with a general principle, increased this 
difficulty. The speculations as to the future des*%
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tirtîes of the people were various. England had 
concluded peace proforma, but she continued hos
tile in fact. Great Britain was but a small is
land, yet her sovereign was a king over extensive 
regions and many islands in various parts of the 
globe : the example of several of her colonies re
jecting her authority and uniting in support of 
each other, was dangerous to the parent country $ 
it was found impossible to subdue them by force» 
it was determined to do so by intrigue, corrup
tion, and robbery.

The colonies remedied one great inconvenience ' 
by forming a general constitution i* 1789, which 
stands an unrivalled instance of patriotism, wis
dom, and justice ; a rapid growth of population 
and extension of commerce, a cultivation of liter
ature, arts and sciences were fast advancing^to a 
point that would outrival England in every respect.

As this state of things advanced in America, 
England proceeded to measures ot increased vi
olence and injustice. Seeking for pretexts, in 
principles novel, unknown to other nations, and 
even contravening her own established practice, 
she left to America the alternative of submission 
to her will or resistance by war ? the latter was. 
resorted to.

The history of the Revolutionary war is-alrea
dy. before the public. It is a valuable record ot' 
what men determined to be free, can do. This 
war brought into a phalanx that mass of military 
patriotism, which under the immortal Warrbit, . - 
commenced its career of glory at Bunker-hill $ .

A 2- " ,/



PREFACE,

and terminated it, under the immortal Washing
ton, at York Town. V "jâÉÉÉ
> The task, now undertaken* mast be interest» 
mg to every citizen of the United States. A re
tord of the second struggle agaiiiirthe same en
emy, who during seven years of revolutionary 
«otytest, carried fire and sword, the bayonet, the 
halter, and the tomahawk, throughout the Uni
ted States, will surely be an acceptable treat.

The military.talents which sprang as if into a 
miraculous existence during the late war; the 
patriotes courage which displayed itself on every 
occasion ; their successful triumphs in almost 
every battle, are proud proofs, that where genius 
is free to act, and that influenced by an amor 
patriK, no dangers are too difficult to overcome, 
no difficulties too great to be subdued.

The apparent military and naval power of En
gland was, to that of America, «t the commence
ment of the late war, as that'of the lion to the 
lamb ; hut the incensed eagle stretched forward 
his beak, and, with k-tore the laurel from the 
Briton’s brow ; and, flying over the waters, he 
wrested with his talons, the trident from the 
<* mistress of the deep.”

In giving details of thèse events, these imper
ishable monuments of American glory, a strict 
regar d has been had to truth, uninfluenced by 
any unworthy consideration, and it is hoped that 
this small volume will be found to contain as co
pious a vie# of history as could reasonably be 
expected, within se circumscribed a compass*
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AMERICA seems to bave been destined, by 
Providence, as the soil which should give birth, 
strength, and maturity to rational liberty : in 
this respect, its discovery mjüst be considered of 
prime benefit to mankind. /Columbus, a lover 
of justice, would have fixed \the residence of lib
erty in South America, hut this extraordinary 
adventurer became the object of persecuting en
vy, be was sacrificed at the shrine of ambition 
and/tyranny; and, the southern peninsula, the 
only part of the western continent which Co
lumbus had visited, was given up to cupidity, 
plunder* and the most horrific ill-treatment and 
massacre of its hospitable inhabitants. The 
fictitious riches, the gold, which it produced, 
invited an early and continued migration from 
the old to the new continent, insomuch, that the 
latter has aflready lost, in a great degree, its 
original uncultivated aspect ; and, were the ge
nius of its new inhabitants not restrained by the 
policy of its rulers, would, ere now, have advan
ced far towards all perfection, to which man 
can aspire. For more than 300 years, has South 
America bowed to the will of despots, and man 
has presented but the disgusting contrast of ty
rants and slaves. A patriotic flame has lately 
diffuse!} a' gleam of light through the darkened 
atmosphere which overspread the political rf-

r4
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gionof the south ; man begins, there, to assume 
the eharaclefr\for which Ood and nature had 
destined him ; and philaotrophy may hope, that 
the pretent generation will not pass away, until 
liberty will sjnlle over every ,part of America, 
and all its inhabitants bejtüppy.

The inordinate ambition of hereditary gov
ernments, and their/just jealousies of each oth
er, have given an (unbounded spring to the de
sire of extended dominion and foreign conquests. 
This spirit, however injurious, lias, in some re- 

eets, contributed towards the increased knowl- 
Ige of geography, the diffusidfc of general in

formation, and the facilitating-of a social inter
course. between the inhabitants of distant re
gions.
/England, famed lor the adventurous spirit of 

its inhabitants, and the unequalled ambition of 
its sovereigns, eoufd not remain sjn indifferent 
spectator of an European rival taking posses
sion of a new world. Expeditions were soon 
formed for the more perfect discovery of the 
new continent. John Cabot, {laving obtained 
a commission from Henry the 7th of England, 
to discover unknown lands, and annex them to 
ttfe crown, discovered the eastern coast of North 
America ; Sir Francis DraKe, subsequently, 
sailed along it ; and England, by right of prior 
discovery, claimed 'its sovereignty. Gold mines 
are generally confined to tropical climates ; the 
soil of North America, contiguous to the sea, 
appeared to be light, sandy, or unfit for profita- 
'Me cultivation ; the climate was variable and 
unhealthy; the aborigines were mord savage 
and inhospitable than those of the sduth. No 
adequate inducement presented itself to new set
tlers ; and, had the inhabitants of England no
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necessity for quitting thpir native country, they 
neveC would discover *h wish to transfer their 
residence to the then inhospitable e climate of 
North America. A stimulus was not long 
wanting. \ - -

The granting of immense tracts pfuncultiva
ted wilds to individuals or companies, was not 
likely to induce any rapid settlement. Individ
uals might, for the purpose of enhancing tire 
value of their personal fortunes, influence 
emigrants to settle on their new estates ; and 
these settlers, having changed their residence, 
might be compelled to abide by a choice from 
which it would lie difficult or impossible to re
cede. But their reports and their fate would 
reach theip. friends ,* emigration would eease or 
be too* slow fofw|iy efficient purpose : decrease 
of population, bymsalubrltyofelimateandtbe 
inroads of Indians, would belittle, if at all, over
balanced by bit-ths, and the accession of trang- 
ported felons. W * V

Man, in all stages, is a lover of liberty, reqA 
son dictates that he has rights ; but this reason 
obscured by artificial ignorance 'and enervated* 
by habitual bondage, becomes incapable of ac
tion, and insensible to the true extent of his mise
ry. The slave feels pain, without knowing 
whence it originates, or how it should be reme
died. This observation is strictly applicable 
only to corporeal slavery. The slavery, exer
cised over the conscience, is,tliat, in support of 

<■ which, no sophristry can prevail ; and, to which, 
no term, no length of endurance, ean reconcile 
the sufièreiV No prescription cap justify, the 
practice of enslavement in any ease; and no 
slave, however abject, wiU admit it in eases af
fecting his eonsience. Goll has instilled, into
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the heart of man, certain religious duties; and,5 
whenever the fulfilment of these is forbidden by 
human edicts, the injured person fears not to re
volt or seek an asylum against persecution. 
"With God on his side, he fears no other power, 
and can be happy in a wilderness or in a cave.
- It is not now necessary to enter into a detailed 
View of the persecutions against Christians ill 
Europe. Who that has not heard t)f them ? It 
is sufficient to observe th^t no difficulties, real 
or imaginary, could deter the persecuted Chris
tians from seeking an asylum where, free from 
interruption, they might adore their God, as 
oonseienee dictated. America offered that asy
lum ; and to this circumstance it is due, that 
the Wilderness is so fast giving way to cultiva
tion, the internal resources of the country have 
been explored and rendered operative, the seem
ingly insurmountable obstacles of the new coun
try have disappeared, and a sthte of comfort 
equal to that of any part of Europe has been 
produced.

This comfort was wickedly marred by the 
British government, while it ruled the North 
American colonies. A desire to proceed to the 
chief object of this work, and its limits preclu
ding any particular recital of these evils, leaves 
only room to remark, that they were such as to 
create much unhappiness in the colonies, to pro
duce complaints, remonstrances, and petitions 
to the mother country ; and finally, were car
ried to such excess as to be no longer suffer
able. *' . #

On the ever to be remembered 4th July ±776, 
the people of these colonies, by their represen
tatives in congress assembled, having published 
a moderate but firm, a grevious, but true state-
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ment of the multiplied injuries, inflicted on them, 
by the British king and government, declared 
that the united colonies « are, and of right 
ought to be, free and independent states.” These 
United colonies consisted of the states of Ncw- 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Bhode-lsland, Con
necticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, and Georgia; leaving England 
in possession of the provinces of Upper and 
Lower Canada, New-Brunswick and Nova Scotia.

The contest, which succeeded, was looked on 
by the world, with astonishment : its novelty 
and its importance excited general interest.' A 
few people, without an army, without arms, 
without discipline, or munitions of war. without 
money, without allies, opposing their unorgan
ized force against a nation rich and powerful, 
with numerous ships, armies, and navies, hav
ing discipline, money, credit and all the means 
of warfare, and being in possession of the colon* 
ics, the inhabitants of which declared them
selves absolved from all allegiance to the crown 
of Great Britain, was a crisis of uncommon mo
ment. The contest was long and severe ; a blood
thirsty vengeance on one side led the British to 
the most shameful excesses ; a determination to 
live free or die, guided the people of America, 
under the direction of the great Washington, 
and the other sages and patriots in the field and 
the cabinet, to a completion of all they wanted, 
all they wished. Tyranny looked down, liberty 
rejoiced, on the completion of the happy tri
umph.

The wound inflicted on the pride and Interest 
of England, by this disruption of her empire, 
was truly great, bat still greater than was thee
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contemplated. Under the dominion of England, 
the increase of population would be slow, the 
increase of commerce and manufactures still 
slower : the country would be a warehouse for 
British manufactures, the inhabitants, a nursery 
for British armies and navies. It was necessa
ry that a people should be free ; that genius 
should be unchecked, industry unrestrained, in 
order to prove, how far free men were superior 
to whatever theory could conceive of them. 
The experiment has been successfully tried in 
the United States.

, The country of a monarch would not in a 
eentury recover from injury such as had been 
suffered by the United States. But the people 
ef America felt all their toils and losses com
pensated by the acquisition of freedom ; they 
stood erect, and, as if by magic, appeared in aLl 
the might of a nation. In less than thirty years, 
their country shook off the appearance of a howl
ing wilderness, their population increased three 
fold, their manufactures increased so as to sup
ply nearly all their wants, and every sea wit
nessed their immensely increased external trade ; 
in short, they became the rivals of England.

A long course of wars, and the revolutionary 
war of America, more than any other, increased 
the national debt of Great Britain to a great and 
burthensome amount. To meet this exigency, 
as well as to gratify the national wish, and to 
provide for the further and growing charges in 
support of foreign colonies, an increased trade 
was necessary. The industry of Englishmen 
showed itself in the successful and unparalleled 
extension of her manufactures, and the policy 
of her rulers aimed at an undivided foreign 
commerce, in support of the home system.
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The naval successes of Britain, during the „ 
French war, had nearly accomplished her vast 
design. The ships of Holland, France, Portu
gal, Spain, and Italy had nearly disappeared 
from the ocean ; those of Russia, and the other 
naval powers of the north of Europe, had been 
gained over to the British interest, or destroyed 
by the superiority of her fleets. The United 
States, although in a state of infancy was yet 
the only nation that had virtue or courage suffi
cient to move in a just course, uninfluenced by 
intrigue, and unintimidated by menace. To
wards this nation, Britain, for years manifested 
the most ungenerous, injurious and cowardly 
conduct; amounting, in its effects, to war, while 
the United States pursuing an honorable and 
pacitic course, was debarred from making repri
sal. This one sided war, had K been permitted 
to continue, would have sunk the States in the 
esteem of foreign nations, dried up the sources of 
their growing greatness, reduced them to a state 
of contemptible imbecility, and, not improbably, 
to a merited state of dependence.—they might 
again become colonies,—British colonies.

Hitherto the Americans looked but little to 
"home manufactures, the capital of the merchant 
was employed on the, ocean, and the people of 
the interior found sufficient employment instil
ling the soil. There was a great and profita
ble demand for every kind of produce, and the 
citizens were in the habit of receiving manufac
tures of all kinds from foreign nations, and par
ticularly from England.

Had England been satisfied to contend for 
commercial superiority by fair means, she 
would long, very loug, continue to supply the 
United States with almost every kind of manu-

IS



■

HISTORY OF THE WiB.

facture ; but she calculated that the pacific pol
icy of the States would continue, and that lise 
political disputes among her own citizens would 
render her a weak enemy even in war; and it 
is even probable, that the resubjugation of the 
colonies were in a certain' expected event con
templated. That event was to be the overthrow' 

‘of Frftnee. Had the United States unresisting
ly submitted until the restoration of the Bour
bons, she would then have had war with a ven
geance.

“ The history of the present king of Great 
Britain (says the declaration of independence) is 
a history of repeated injuries and usurpations.” 
This would, at this day, be a just representation 
'of thé conduct of Great Britain, from the ter
mination of the revolutionary, to the commence
ment of the present war. Instead of dwelling 
more minutely on it, it is sufficient to say, thaft 
it was so continued, so multiplied and multifa
rious that the United States had no alternative 
but submission to wrongs by which they would 
*be degraded as a nation, or an appeal to arms. 
The latter was resorted to.

On Moriday, the 1st of Jnne, a confidential 
message was received, in both chambers of con
gres», from the president of the United States# 
which was read with closed doors, and referred, 
in each house, to committees, to report thereon.

The message (as appeared after the injunc
tion of secrecy was removed) Was in the follow
ing words :

MANIFESTO. ♦ ’
To Hte 'Senate and Ilorfoe of HiepresentaXives of 

the United States.

Option
aftrs

ill of
tol

with Great Britain.

ESS
;hid

ent 
itte, onift Vfr-*.'tne BUDjcct

conti*- 
of Hr
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Wilhoût going back lieyond the renewal in 1S03 of the war in 
which Great Britain is engaged, anti omitting unrepaired wrong* 
Of inferior magnitude, the conduct of her government présenta o 
series of acts hostile to the United States as an independent aod 
neutral nation.

British cruisers hare been in the continued practice of violating 
the American flag on the great highway of nations, and of seising 
anil carrying off persous sailing under its not in the exercise of a 
belligerent right founded on the law of nations against an enemy, 
but of a municipal prerogative over British subjects. British ju
risdiction is thus extended to neutral vessels in a situation where 
no laws can, operate but the law of nations and the laws of the 
country to which the vessels belong ; and a self-redress is ataumed, 
which,'if British subjects were wrongfully detained and alone con- 
oerned, is that substitution of force, for a resort to the responsi
ble sovereign, which falls within the definition of war". Could the 
seizure of British subjects'in such cases be regarded as within the 
exercise of a belligerent right, the acknowledged lews of wtr, 
which forbid an article of Captured property to be adjudged with
out a regular investigation before a competent tribunal, would 
imperiously demand the fairest trial, where the sacred rights of 
pers- ns were at issue, lu plaee of such a trial, these rights are 
subjected to the will of every petty commander.

The practice, hence, is so far from effecting British subject* 
alone that, under the pretext of searching for these, thousands of 
American citizens, under the safeguard of public law, and of titcir 
national flag, have been torn from their country and every tiling 
dear to them; have been dragged on board ships of war « a for
eign nation, and exposed, under the severities of their discipline, 
to be exiled to the most distant and deadly cimes, to risk their 
lives in the buttles of their oppressors, and to he the melancholy 
instruments of taking away those of thêir own brethren.

Against this crying enormity, which Great Britain would be 6e 
prompt to avenge if committed against herself, the United States 
have in vain exhausted remonstrances and expostulations. And 
that no proof might be wanting o their conciliatory dispositions, 1 
and no pretext left for a continuance of the practice, the British 
government was formally assured of the readiness of the United 
States to enter into arrangements such as could not be rejected, 
if the recovery of British subjects were the real and the sole ob
ject The communication passed without effect

British cruisers hare been in the practice also of violating the 
rights, and the peace of our coasts. They hover over end hav- 
irass our departing commerce To the most insulting pretensions 
they have added the most lswless proceedings in our very har
bors; and have wantonly spilt American blood within the sanctn- 
ury of our territorial jurisdiction. The principles and rules en
forced by that nation, when a natural nation, against armed ves
sels or belligerents h ivering near her coasts, and disturbing her 
commerce, are well known. When called on, nevertheless, by 
the United States, t > punish the greater offences committed by 
her own vessels, her government has bestowed op their « 

sdditleaal marks *1' honor aud confidence.
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TToiet pretended blockades, without the presence of SS «Je- •* 
quite force, end sometimes without the practicability of applying 
One, our commerce has been plundered in every sea ; the great 
Staples of dur country have been cutoff from their legitimate 
markets ; and a destructive blow aimed at our agricultural and 
«paritime interests. In aggravation of these predatory measures, 
<hey have been considered as in force from the dates of their no
tification 5 a retrospective effect being thus added, as has beer 
done in other important cases, to the unlawfulness of the course

Cirsued. And to render the outrage the more signal, these meek 
ockades have been reiterated and enforced in the fane of official 

Communications from the British government, declaii ig, as the 
■true definition of a legal blockade, “ that particular ports must be 
actually invested, and previous warning given to vessels bound tn 
them not to enter.”

Not content with these occasional expedients for laying waste 
•ur neutral trade, the cabinet of Great Britain resorted* at length 
to the sweeping s) stem of blockades, under the name of Orders ia 
Council, which has been moulded and managed as might best suit 
iti political views, its commercial jealousies, or the avidity of Bri
tish cruisers.

To oiir remonstrances against this complicated and transcen
dent injustice of this innovation, the first reply was, that the qr- 
derff were reluctantly adopted by Great Britain as a necessary re
taliation on the decrees of her enemy proclaiming a general block-. 
*de of the British isles, at a time when the naval force of that en- 
eihv dâred not to issue from his own ports. She was reminded; 
without effect, that her own prim- blockades, unsupported by an 
adequate naval force, actually applied and continued, were a bar 
to this plea ; that executed edicts against millions of our proper
ty could not be retaliation on edicts, confessedly impossible to be 
executed ; that retaliation,* tp be just, should fall on the party net
ting the guilty example, not on ail innocent party, which was not 
even chargeable with an acquiescence in it.

When deprived of this flimsy veil fir a prohibition of our trade 
with her enemy, by the repeal of his prohibition of our trade with 
Great Britain, her cabinet, instead of a corresponding repeal, or 
practical discontinuance of its orders, formally avowed a/" 
nation to persist in them against the United States, until 
kets of her enemy should be laid open to British produc 
asserting an obligation on a neutral power to require one belliger
ent to encourage, by its internal regulations, the trade of another 
belligerent ; contradicting her own practice towards all nations, in 
peace as well as in war ; and betraying the insincerity of those 
professions which inculcated a belief that, having resorted to her 
orders with regret, she was anxious to find an occasion for put- 
(ing.au end to them.

Abandoning still more all respect for tlie neutral rights uf the

served ki the repeal of the French decrees bo wise necessary fcs
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du-ir termination, nor exemplified by British usage ; and that the 
French repeal, besides including that portion of the d-crecs Which 
operates within a territorial jurisdiction, as well as that which op
erate» on the high seas against the commerce of the United States, 
should not be a single special repeal jn relation to the United 
States, but should be extended to whatever other neutral nations, 
unconnected with them, maybe affected by those decrees. Ana 
ns an additional insult, they are called on for a formal disavowal 
of conditions and pretensions advanced by the French govern
ment, for which the United States are so far from having made 
themselves responsible, that, in official explanations, which have 
been published to the world, and in a correspondence of the 
American minister at London with the British minister for for
eign affairs, such a responsibility was explicitly and cmphadtallj' 
disclaimed.

It has become indeed sufficiently certain- that the commerce of 
the United Slates is to he sacrificed, not as interfering with the 
belligerent rights of Great Britain—not as supplying the wants of 
her enemies, which she herself supplies ; hut as interfering with 
the monopoly which she eovetg for her own commerce ana navi
gation She carries on a war against the lawful commerce of g 
friend, that she may the better carry on a commerce with an en
emy—a commerce, polluted by the forgeries and peijurics which 
are for the most part the only passports by which it can succeed.

Anxious to make every experiment short of the last resort of 
injured nations the United States have with held from Great Bri
tain, under successive modifications, the benefits of a free inter
course with their market, the loss of which could not but outweigh, 
the profits accruing from her restrictions of out commerce wit(x 
ether nations. And to entitle thèse experiment» to the more fa
vorable consideration, they were ao framed as to enable her to 
place her adversary under the exclusive operation of them Tt> 
these appeal» her government has been equally inflexible, as if 
willing to make sacrifices of evçry sort, rather than yield to the 
claims of justice, or renounce the errors of a false pride. Nay, s* 
fer were the attempts carried to overcome the attachment of this 
British cabinet to its unjust edicts, that it received every encour
agement within the competency of the executive brandi of our

Kvernment, to expect that a repeal of them would be followed 
a war between the United Sûtes and France, unless the 

French edicts should also be repealed. Even this eommuuicatioD, 
although silencing for ever the plea of a disposition iu the United 
States to acquiesce in those edicts, originally the sole pic» of them, 
Veeeived no attention.

If u» other proof existed of a predetermination of the British 
government against a repeal of it» orders, it might be fouftd in th* 
correspondence of the minister plenipotentiary of the Unite* 
State» at London, and the British secretary for foreign affairs, its 
MHO on the «jneslion whether the blockade of May, 1806, was 
foosidered as in force, or as not in force. It had been ascertained 
that the French government- which urged this blockade as the 
ggound of its Berlin decree, was willing, iu the event of its remevU

» s
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to .repeal that decree ; which» being followed by alternate repeal* 
of the other offensive edicts, might abolish the whole system on. 
both sides. This inviting opportunity for accomplishing an ob
ject so important to the United States, and professed so often to 
re the desire of both the belligerents, was made known to the 
British government. As that government admits that an actual 
application of an adequate force is necessary to t he existence of a 
legal blockade, and it was notorious, that if such a force had ever 
been applied, its long discontinuance had annulled the blockade in 
question, there could be no sufficient objection on the part of G. 
Britain to a formal revocation of it ; and no imaginable objection 
to a declaration of the fact that the blockade did not exist. The 
declaration .would have been consistent with her avowed princi- 
plcswf blockade, and would have enabled the United States to de
mand from Prance the pledged repeal of her decrees ; either with 
success, in which case the way would have been opened tor a gen
eral repeal of the belligerent edicts, or without success, in which 
ease the United States would be justified in turning their mea
sures exclusively against France. The British government would, 
however, neither rescind the blockade, nor declare its non-exis
tence ; nor permit its non-existence to be, inferred and affirmed 
by thfe American plenipotentiary. On the contrary, by repre
senting the blockade to be comprehended in the orders in coun
cil, the United States were compelled so to regard it in their sub
sequent proceedings.

There wae a period when a favorable change in the policy of 
the British cabinet, was justly considered as established. The

harmony of the two countries. The proposition was accept
ed with a promptitude and cordiality corresponding with the in
variable professions of this government \ foundation appeared 
ft> be laid for a sincere and lasting reconciliation. The prospect, 
however, quickly vanished. The whole proceeding was disavow
ed by the British government, without any explanations which 
Could at that time repress the belief, that the disavowal proceed
ed from a spirit of hostility to the commercial rights and prosperi
ty of the United States. And it has since come into proof, that 
atthd very moment when the public minister was holding the lan
guage of friendship and inspiring confidence in the sincerity 
ol the négociation with4which he was, charged, a secret agent of 
his government was employed, in intrigues, having for their ob
ject a subversion of our government, anil a dismemberment of 
tour happy onion.

In-reviewing the conduct of Great Britain towards the United 
States, our attention H necessarily drawifco the warfare just re
newed by the savages on one of our extensive frontiers; a warfare 
'which is known to spare neither age nor sex, and to be distinguish
ed by features peculiarly shocking to humanity. It is difficult to 
account for the activity anil combinations which have for sometime 
been developing themselves among tribes in the constant inteç- 
WOtse with Jhi&h tracers and garrisecs, v iQtout ceuaeeliug

to
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hostility with that Kifittencc, atvi without rccollceting the-authee- 
ticated examples of such interpositions heretofore furnished bjr 
the officers and agents of that government.

Such is the spectacle of injuries and indignities which have been. 
Leaped on our country ; and such the crisis which its unexampled 
forbearance and conciliatory efforts have not been able to avert..
It might at leas^MÉttteen expected, that an enlightened nation» 
if less urged obligations or invited by trieudly disposi
tions on the parc^^the United States, would have found, in it» 
true interest alone, a sufficient motive to respect their ripits and 
their tranquillity on the high seas ; and that an enlarged .policy 
would have favored that free and general circulation of commerce,! 
in w hich the British nation is at all times interested, and which»; 
in times of war is the best alleviation of its calamities to Let-self 
as well as the other belligerents ; and more especially that W 
British cabinet would not, for the sake of a precarious an<^*urrep-| 
tirions intercourse With hostile markets, have pcrsevdWd la at 
course of measures which necessarily put at hazard the invaluable v 
market of a great and growing country, disposed to cultivate the 
mutual advantages of an active commerce, ;t < » /

Other councils have prevailed. Our moderation and concilia
tion have had no other effect then to eneouvage perseverance, and 
to enlarge pretensions.—We behold our seafaring citizens still the 
dally victims of lawless violènoe committed on the great common 
and highway of nations, even within sight of the country which 
owes them protection. We behold our vessels freighted with the 
products of our soil and industry, or returning with the.honeat 
proceeds of them, wrested from their lawful destinations, confis
cated by prize-courts, no Jonger the organs of public law, but the 
instruments of arbitrary edicts ; and their unfortunate crews dis
persed and lost, or forced er inveigled, in British ports, into Brit
ish fleets ; whilst arguments are employed in support of these ag- 
gr-ssious which have no foundation butin a principle equally sup
porting a claim to regulate our external commerce in ell case» 
whatsoever. f' . • ‘

We behold, in fine, on the side of Great Britain, a state of vat. 
against the United States, on the side of the United States, a 
State of peace towards Great Britain. ^

Whether the United States shall continue passive under these 
progressive usurpations, and these accumulating wrongs : or op
posing force to force in defence of their natural rights, Shall corn- 
pit a just cause into the hands of the Almighty dispoeer of event!» 
avoiding all connexions which might entangle it In the contests or 
views of other powers, and preserving a constant readiness to 
concur in an honorable re-establishment of peace and friendship, 
is a solemn question "which the constitution wisely confides to lie 
legislative department of the government. la recommending it 
to their early deliberations, l am happy in the assurance that the 
decision will be worthy the enlightened and patriotic oounefis of*» 
virtuous, a free, and a powerful nation.

Having presented this view of the relations of tbeYThitedStade» 
Kith,Great Britain, and of the solemn alternative growing ont ok '
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%
them, I proceed to remark, that the communications last made 
to congress on tlie subject of our relation with France, will have 
shown, that since the revocation of her decrees as they violated 
the neutral rights of the United States, her government has au
thorised illegal captures, by its privateers and public ships, and 
that other outrages have been practisedfnouv vessels and our 
citizens. It 'fill hay; been seen also thaUHlHtemnity had bee* 
provided, or satisfamarily pledged for th^QJPnsivc spoliation* 
committed under the violent aud retrospective orders of the 
French government agahrst the property of our citizens seized 
within the jurisdiction of France. I abstain at this time from re
commending to the consideration of congress definitive measures 
with respect to that nation, in the expectation, that the result of 
unckhed discussions between our minister plenipotentiary at Far
ta and the French government, will speedily enable congress to 
descide, with greater advantage, on the course due to the rights^, 
the interests, aud the honor ot our country.

b ( ' james MAUisaar.
* W^uUngton, June 1,18l2.

Mri Calhoun, from the committee of foreign re* 
iations of the house of representatives, to who»* 
was referred the President’* message, made a 
report, on *Ue 3d J une, of which the following 
is a copy.
The Committee on Foreign Relation«, to whom was referred the'

Menage of the President of the United States, of the 1»< of
Juno, 1812.

REPORT—. „
That after the experience which the United State» have had 

•f the great injustice of the British government towards them, ex
emplified by so many acts of violence and oppression, it wiU be 
more difficult to justify to the impartial world their patient forbear
ance, titan the measures to which it has become necessary to re
sort, to avenge the wrongs and vindicate the rights and honor of 
the nation. *Our committee are happy to observfej. ou a dispas
sionate review of the conduct of the United States, that they see is 
It no cause for censure.

If a long forbearance under injuries ought ever to be considéré* 
a virtue in any nation,it is one which peculiarly become^ttie United 
States. No people ever had stronger motives tu cherish peace , 
JNme have ever cherished it with greater wneerity and aval.

But the period jibs now arrived, when die United States must 
support their character and station among the nations of the earth, 
*r submit to the most shameful deg elation F -bearauce U*s 
ceased to be a virtue. War on the one side, sad peace on uc 
•other, is a situation as ruinous as it is diegraefu! The road ambM 
Bob, the lust of power, and commercial avarice of .Great Britain, 
arrogating to heraeli the complete damiaiea of tboytea» tadc«c
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excising over it an unbounded and lawless tyranny, have lift tfl neu
tral nations an alternative only, between the base surrender of 
their rights, and a manly virittieatjon of them. Happi’y for the 
United States their destiny, .under ftie aid of heaven, is in their 
own hands. The crisis is formidable only by their love of peace. 
As soon as It becomes a duty to relinquish t at situation, danger 
disappears. They, have suffered no wrongs they have received 
no insults, however great, for which they cannot obtain redress.

More than seven years hare elapsed- since the commencement' 
ef this system of hostile aggression by the British government, on 
the rights and interests of the United States. The manaerofit* 
commencement was not less hostile, tliair the spirit with which it 
has been prosecuted. The United States have invariably donuf 
every thing in their power to preserve the relations of friendship 
with Great Britain. Of this disposition, they gave a distinguished 
proof at the moment when they were made the victims « an op
posite policy. The wrongp cf the last war had net been Pargotts» 
at the commencement of the present one. They warned us rf 
dange s, against which it w as sought to provide. As early as the 
year 1804, the minister of-the United States at London, w# in
structed to invi c the British government to enter int;oa négocia
tion on all the points on which a collision might arise between the 
two countries in the course of the war# and to propose to it an are 
rangement of their claimson fair and reasonable conditions. The 
Invitation was accepted. A négociation had commenced and was 
depending, and nothing had- occurred to excite a doubt that il 
would not terminate to the satisfaction ol both parties. It was al 
(hist me, and under these circumstances, that an attach wastnad* 
by surprise, on an importaut branch of the American commerce, 
which affected every part of the United States, and involved n^aryr 
•f their citizens in ruin. - .

The commerce on which this attack was so unexpectedly made, 
was between the United States and the colonies of France,. Spain 
and other enemies of Great Britain. A commerce just in itself ; 
sanctioned by the example of Great BHtain, in regard to the trade 
with her own colonies ! sanctioned by a solemn net betw een the 
two governments in the last war, and sanctioned by the practice of 
the British government in the present war, more than two years 
having thep elapsed without any interference with it.

The injustice of this attack could only tih equalled by the absur. 
dity of the pretext aliedged for it. It was pretended by the Brit
ish government, that incase of war, her enemv had noright to mod
ify its colonial regulations, .so as to mitigate the calamities of war 
to the inhabitants of its colonies. This pretension, peculiar to 
Great Britain, is utterly incompatible with the rights of sovereignty: 
in every independent state. If we recur to the well-established 
and universally admitted law of nations, we shall find no sanction to 
it in that venerable code. The sovereignty of every state is co
extensive with its dominions, and cannot be abrogated or curtailed 
♦a its rights, as to any part, except by conquest. Neutral nations 
have a righjtU) trade to every port of either belligerent, which is 
uot legally bloqfculed, and in. all articles which are aot coutrabaad
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of war. Such is the absurdity of this pretension, that yoor «6*- 
mittbe are aware, especially after the able manner in which it has 
he«tn heretofore refuted and exposed, that they would offer an in
sult to/he understanding of the hotise, if they enlarged on it ; and 
if any thing could add to tho high sense of the injustice of the Bri
tish government in the transaction, it would be the contrast which 
her conduct exhibits in regard to this trade, and in regard to a 
similar trade, by neutrals with her own colonies. It is known te 
the world, that Great Britain regulates her own trade in war and 
in peace, at home and in her colonies, as she finds for her interest, 
—that in war she relaxes the restraints of her colonial system in. 
favor of the colonies» and that it never was suggested that she had 
not a right to do it ; or that a neutral, iti taking advantage of the 
relaxation, violated a belligerent, right of her enemy. But with. 
Great Britain, every thing is lawful. It is only in a trade with 
her enemies that the United States can do wrong. With them 
ail trade is unlawful.

In the year 1793, an attack was made by the British govern* 
ment on the same branch of our neutral trade, which liad nearly 
involved the two countries in a war. The difference, however, 
■was amicably accommodated. The pretension was withdrawn, 
and reparation made to the United States for the losses which 
tiiey had suffered by «it. It was fair to infer, from that arrange
ment, that the commerce was deemed by the British government 
lawful, and that it would not he again disturbed.

Had the British government been resolved to contest this trad» 
With neutrals, it was due to the character of the British natioe 
;-#TOt the decision should be made known to the government of 
the United States. The existence of a négociation which had 
been invited by our government, for the purpose of preventing 
differences by an amicable arrangement of their respective pre
tensions, gave a strong claim to the notification, while it affoiv 
ded the fairest opportunity for it. But a very different policy an
imated the then cabinet of England The liberal confidence and 
IVieudiy overtures of the United States were taken advantage of 
to ensnare them. Steady to its purpose, and inflexibly hostile to 
this country, the British government calmly looked forward to the 
moment wlien it might give the most deadly wound to our inter, 
eets. A tradfc, just-in itself, which was secured by so many strong 
and sacred pledges, was considered safe. Our 'citizens, with 
their usual industry and enterprise, had embarked in it a vast pro
portion of their shipping and of their capita , which were at sea, 
under no other protection than the law of nations, apd the confi
dence which they reposed in the justice and friendship of the 
British nation At this period the unexpected blow waè given. 
Many of our vessels was seized, carried into port, and condemned 
by a tribunal which, while it professes to respect the law of na
tions, obeys the mandates of its own government. Hundreds of 
ether vessels were driven from the oeean, and the Jrade itself, ie 
a great measure, suppressed The effect produced by this attack

Si the lawful commerce of the United States, was such ns might? 
ivo been «ejected from a ftrttow, independent^ and
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ÿlrsd people. But one sentiment pervaded die whole A meric*» 
nation. No loeal interests were regarded; no sordid motive* 
felt. Without looking to the parts which suffered roost, the in
vasion of our rights was considered a common cause, and from 
•ne extremity ofour Union to the other, y as heard the voice of 
an united people, calling on their government to avenge their 
wrongs, and vindicate the rights and honor of the country.

From this period the-British government has gone on in a 
continued eaeroachment on the rights and interests of the United 
"States, disregarding in its course, in many instances, obligation* 
pliich have heretofore been held sacred by Civilized nations

In May 1806, the whole coast of the continent, from the Elbe 
,€o Brest inclusive, Was declared to be in a state of blockade. By 
this act, the well-established principles of the la» of nations, prin
ciples which bare served for ages as guides, and fixed the boun
dary between the rights of belligerents and neutrals, Were viola
ted : By the law of nations- as recognized by Great Britain her
self, no blockade is lawful, unless it be sustained by the applica
tion o£.an adequate force, and that an adequate force was applied 
to this blockade, in ftSfull extent, will not he pretended; Whether 
Great Britain was able to maintain legally so extensive a blockade, 
considering the war in which she is engaged, requiring *uch ex
tensive naval Operations, is a question which it is not necessary 
at this time to examine. It is sufficient to be known, that such 
ïbree was not applied and this is evident from the terms of the 
blockade itself, by Which, comparatively, nn inconsiderable por
tion of the coast only was declared to be m a state of strict arid 
rigorous blockade. The objection to the measure is Dot dimin
ished by that circumstance. If the force was not applied, the 
blockade was unlawful, from whatever cause the failure might 
proceed. The belligerent who institutes the blockade, «anuot 
absolve itself from the obligation to apply the force under *ny 
pretext whatever. For a belligerent to relax a blockade Which it 
•ould not maintain, H would be a refinement in injustice, not ices 
iosultingto the understanding than répugnant to the law of fis
sions. To claim merit from the mitigation of an evil, which the 
party had not the power,-Or ibund it iliebhvertient to inflict, would 
be a new mode of encroaching on neutral rights. Your committee 
think it just to remaA, that this act of tho-IJfltTsh government 
does not appear to have been adopted in the Cense in which it hat 
been Since editstrued. On consideration «if billihe circumstance», 
attending the measure, and particularly the Character of the dis
tinguished Statesman who announced it, we are persuaded that it 
Vas conceited In a spirit of conciliation, and intended to lead to aw 
accommodation of all differences between'the United States arid 
■Great Britain. His death disappointed that hope and the act ha* 
"since bednmeTiubsenrlent to Other purposes. It ' has been made 
by his successor a pretext for that vast system of usurpation wfckfc 
has so tong Oppressed and WhVssed Our commerce.

The v&tbbt oPthe BHttth ’government which tlaimronratlFre- 
tion, is the orderof council of January 7, 1807, by which neutral 
pqVms8e'ïWWtâhhetitta9iiig*frwyue*port to atrotirerof Ft-awm
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•r her allies, or any othet country with which Great Britain might 
not freely trade. By this order the pretention of England, here
tofore claimed hy every other power, to prohibit neutrals dispo- 

' sing of parte of their cargoes at different ports of the same enemy, 
à revived, and with vast accumulation of injury. Every enemy, 
however great the number or distant from each other is consid
ered one- and the like trade ever with powers at peace with En
gland, who from motives of policy had ex luded or restrained her 
commerce, was also prohibited. In this act the British govern
ment evidently disclaimed all regard for neutral rights. Aware 
that the measures authorised by it could find no pretext in any 
belligerent right, none was urged To prohibit the sale of our

r reduce consisting of innocent articles, at any port of a belligerent 
ot blockaded to consider every belligerent as one, and subject 
neutrals to the same restraints with all, as if there was but one, 

were bold encroachments. But to restrain, or in any manner in
terfere with our commerce with neutral nations witli whom she 
had no justifiable cause of war for the sole reason that (hey re
strained or excluded from their ports her commerce, wagutterly 
incompatible with the pacific relation subsisting between the two 
countries.

We proceed to bring into view the British Order in Counci1, 
ef November 11th, 1807, which superseded every othet order, 
and consummated that system of hostility on the commerce of the 
United States which has been since so steadily pursued. By this 
order all France and her allies, aud every other country at war 
with GreAt Britain, or witli which she was not at war, from which 
the British flag was excluded, and ail the polonies of her enemies 
were subjected tb the same restrictions as if they were actually 
blockaded in the most strict and rigorous manner, asd ad trade m 
articles the produce and manufacture of the said countries and col
ours, and the vesse s engaged in it were subjected to capture and 
condemnation as lawful prizes. To this order certain exception# 
were made, which we fqvbear to notice, because they were not 
adopted from a regard to neutre rights, hut were dictated by po
licy to promote the commerce of England, and so far as they rela
ted to neutre powers, were said to emanate from the clemency 
of the British government.

It would be superfluous in your committee to state* that by this 
order the B itish government declared direct and positive wav 
against the United States. The dominion of the ocean was com
pletely usurped by it all commerce forbidden and every flag driv
en fropi it, or subjected to capture and condemnation, which did 
not subserve the po.icy of the British government by paying it's 
tributc ayl sating under its sanction. From ibis period the Uni. 
ted Stales have incurred the heaviest losses aud most mortifying 
humi iaiions.; They have borne the calami ics of war without re- 
tor in g hem on i s au: hors.

So far vdni- commit lee has presented to the view of the House 
the aggressions which have been coin mil.cd under the authority ot" 
the British government on the commerce of the United States.— 
We wiil new prnoeed te ether wrongs, which hare bees still mere
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-severely Yell. Among these is the impressment of our seamen, a 
practice which has been unceasingly maintained by Great Britain 
an the wars to which she has been a party since our revolution. 
Your committee cannot convey, in adequate terms, the deep sense 
which they entertain of the injustice and oppression of this proceed
ing. Under the pretext of impressing British seamen, our fellow- 
citizens are seized in British ports, on tin; high seas, and in every 
other quarter to which the Biitish power extends, arc taken on 
hoard British men of war, and comffielled to serve there as British 
subjects. In this mode our citizens are wantonly snatched frmn 
their country and their families, deprived of their liberty, and doom
ed to an ignominious and slavish bondage, compelled to 6ght tiio 
batllesof a foreign country, and often to perish in them. Our flag 
lias given them no protection ; it lias been unceasingly violated, and. 
our vessels exposed to danger by the loss of the men taken from 
them. Your committee need not remark, that while the practice is 
continued, it is impossible for the United States to consider them
selves an independent nation. Every new case is a new proof of 
their degradation. Its continuance is the more unjustifiable, because 
the United States have repeatedly proposed to thf British govern
ment an arrangement which would secure to it the control of its own 
people. An exemption of the citizens of the United States from this 
degrading oppression, and their flag from violation, is all they have 
sought*.

Tills lawless waste of our trade, and equally unlawful impressment 
of onr seamen, have been much aggravated hy the insult* and in
dignities attending them. Undei the pretext of blockading tlnj 
-harbors of France and her allies, British squadrons have been sta
tioned on our own coast, to watch and annoy our own trade. To 
giveefTect to the blockade ol European ports, the ports »ud harbors 
ofthe United States have been blockaded _ In executing these pr 
ders of the British government, or in obeying the spirit which was 
known to animate it, the commanders of these squadrons have enr- 
croached on our jurisdiction,seized our vessels, and curled into ef
fect impressments witliln our limits, and done other acts of-gre.it 
injustice, violence, and oppression. The United Stale» have seen, 
m ith mingled indignation and surprise, that these acts, instead of 
procuring to the perpetrators the punishment due to unauthorised 
ciimes, havenot failed to recommend them to tlie favor of their 
government.

Whether the British government has contributed by active mea
sures to excite âgainst us the hosiility of the Savage tribes on our 
frontiers, your committee are not disposed to occupy much tin»» in 
investigating. Certain indications of general notoriety may supply 
the place of dfutlientic documents; though these have not been 
wanting to establish the fact in some instances. It is known that 
symptoms of British hostility towards the United Slates have never 
failed toproducecorresponding symptoms among those tribes. It is 
also well known, that on all such occasions, abundant supplies of 
the ordin»ry munitions of war have been offered hy the agents of 
British commercial companies, and even from British garrisons, 
wherewith they were enabled to commence that system of Savage 
warfare on our frontiers, which has been at all times indiscriminate 
.10 its effect,on all ages, sexes and conditions# and so revolting to 
dinmanity.

Your qolnmUlèe would be much gratified, if lliey could close herq
« C
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the details of British wrongs ; but it is their duty to recite another 
act of still greater malignity, than any of those which have been 
already brought to your view. The attempt to dismember our 
Union,and overthrow our excellent constitution, by a secret mis
sion, the object of which was to foment discontents and excite insur
rection against the constituted authorities and laws of the nation, 
as lately disclosed by the agent employed in it, affords full proof 
that there is no hound to the hostility of"the British government to
wards the United States—no act, however unjustifiable, which it 
would not commit to accomplish their ruin. This attempt excites 
the greater horror, from the consideration that it was made while 
the United States and Great Britain were at peace, and an amica
ble negoriatiou wasdepending between them for the accommodation 
of their differences, through public ministers regularly anthorisedfor 
the purpose.

The United Stales have beheld, with unexampled forbearance, 
this continued series of hostile encroachments on their rights and 
interests, in the hope that, yielding to the force of friendly remon
strances, often repeated, the Biitish government might adopt a 
more just policy towards them ; but thajt hope no longer exists.— 
They have also weighed impartially the reasons which have been 
urged by the British government in vindication of these encroach
ment», and found in them neither justification nor apology.

The British government has alledged in vindication of the Or
ders $o Council, that they were resorted to as a retaliation' on 
France, for similar aggressions committed by lier on our neutral 
trade with British dominions. But how lias this plea been support
ed P The dates of British and French aggressions are well known 
to the world. Their origin and progress have been marked with 
too wide and destructive a waste of the property of our fellow-ci- 
tixene, to have been forgotten.—The decree of Berlin, of Nov. 21st, 
1806, was the first aggression of France in the present war. Eight
een months had been elapsed after the attack made hy Great Bri
tain on our neutral trade, witli the colonies of France and her alliea, 
and six months from the date of the proclamation of May, 1806.— 
Even on the 7th Jan. 1807, the date of the first British order in 
council, so short a term had elapsed after the Berlin decree, that it 
Was hardly.poeeible that the intelligence of it should have reached 
the United States. A retaliation which is to produce hs effect, by 
operating on a neutral power, ought not to be resorted to, till the 
neutral had justified it by a culpable acquiescence in the unlawful 
act of the other belligerent. It ought to he delayed until after suf
ficient time had been allowed to the neutral to remonstrate against 
the measure complained of, to receive an answer and to act on it, 

__ which has not been done in the present instance ; and when the or
der of Nov. Ilth was issued, it is well known that a minister of 
France had declared to the minister plenipotentiary of the U. 8. 
at Paris, that it was not intended that the decree of Berlin should 
apply to the United States. It is equally well known, that no A- 
merican vessel had then been condemned under it, or sefisure beea 
made, with which the British government was acquainted. The 
facts preve inroutestihly, that the measures of France, however un
justifiable in themselves, were nothing more than a pretext for those 
of England. And of the insufficiency of that pretext, ample proof 
lias already been afforded hy the British government itself, and ia 
the most impressive form. Although it wai declared that the or*



HISTORY OF THE VIAM, 37
ders in council were retaliatory on France for her decrees, it way 
also declared, an (lain the orders themselves, that owing to the su-

Cerioilty of the B^ith navy, by which the fleets of France and 
er allies wereconffiéd within their own ports, the French decrees 

were considered oplyias empty threats.
It is nojustification>f the wrongs of one power, that the like 

were committed by another, nor ought the fact, if true, to have 
been urged by either, as it could afford-no proof of its love of justice, 
of its magnanimity, or even of its courage. It is more worthy the 
government of a great nation, to relieve than to assail the iqjuredL 
îïor can the repetition of wrongs by another power repair the viola
ted rights or wounded honor of the injured party. An utter ina
bility alone to resist, would justify a quiet surrender of our rights, 
and degrading submission to the will of others. To that condition 
the United Slates are not reduced, nor do they fear it. That they 
ever consented to discuss with either power the misconduct of the 
ether, is a proof of their love of peace, of their moderation, and of 
the hope which they still indulged, that friendly appeals to just and 
generous sentiments would not be made to them in vain. But tlie 
motive was mistaken, if their forbearance was imputed, either to the 
want of a just sensibility to their wrongs, or of a determination, if 
suitable redress was not obtained, to resent them. The time has now 
arrived when this system of reasoning must cease—It would be in
sulting to repeat it—It would he degrading to hear it. The United 
States must act as an independent nation, and assert their rights 
and avenge their rorongi, according to their own estimate of them, 
with the party who commits them, holding it responsible for its own 
misdeeds, unmitigated by those of another.

For the difference made between Great Britain and France, by 
the application of the non importation act against England onlv, 
the motive has been already too often explained, and is too well 
known to require further illustration. In the commercial restric
tions to which the United States resorted as an evidence of their 
sensibility, and and a mild retaliation of their wrongs, they invari
ably placed both powers on the same footing, holding out to each 
in respect to itself, the same accommodation, in case it accepted the 
condition offered, and in respect to the other, the same restraint, if 
it refused. Had the British government confirmed the arrangement 
which was entered into by the British Mioi-ter in 1809, and France 
maintained her decrees, with France would the United States have 
bad to resist, with the firmness belonging to their character, the con
tinued violation of their rights. The committee do not hesitate to 
declare, that France has greatly injured the U State;, and that 
satisfactory repartion has not yet been made for many of those in
juries. But, that is a concern which the United States will look to 
and settle -for themselves. The high character of the American 
people, is a sufficient pledge to the world, that they will not fail to 
settle it, on conditions which they have a right to claim.

Mor e recently the true policy of the British government towards 
the United States has heeen completely unfolded. It has been 
publicly declared by those in power that the orders in council should 
not he repealed until the French government had revoked all its 
internal restraints on the British commerce, and that the trade of 
the U. States with'France and her allies, should be prohibited until 
Great Britain was also allowed to trade with them. By this de
claration it appears, that to ratisfy the pretensions of the British
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'government, the United States mint join Great Biitaio in thc'w&r 
with France, and prosecute the war, until Frantfe, should be-suhdu- 
ed, for without her subjugation, it were in vaiigjto presume on such 
s concession. The hostility of the British government to these states 
has been still further disclosed. It has been made manifest that the 
United States are considered by it as the commercial rival of Great 
Britain, and that their prosperity and growth are incompatible with 
her welfare When all these circumstances are taken into con 
sideiation. it is impossible for your committee to doubt the mo
tives which Mtve governed the British Ministry in all its measures 
towards the U. States since the year 1805. Equally is it imposable 
todoubt, longer, (he course which the United States ought to pursue 
(•wards Great Britain

From this view of the multiplied wrongs of the British govern
ment since the commencement of the present war, it must be evident 
to the impartial norM, that the contest which is now forced on the 
ll. State, Is radically a contest for their sovereignty and indepcu» 
deuce. Your committee will not enlarge on any of the injuries, 
however great, which have had a transitory effect They wish to 
call the attention of the House to those ofa permanent natureonty, 
which intrench so deeply incur most important rights, and wound so 
extensively and vhallv our best interests, as could not fail to de-

nthe U. States of the principal advantages of thejr revolution, 
Oiltted to. The control of our commerce by Great Britain, in 
regulating at pleasure and expelling it almost from the ocean; the 

oppressive manner in which these regulations have been carried into 
effect, by seizing aodeonfiscating such of our vessels with their cast- 
goes, as were said to have violated her edicts, often without previous 
warning of their danger ; the impressment of our citizens from on 
hoard our own vessels, on the high seas, and elsew here, and holding 
them in bondageuntil it suited-the convenience of their oppressors 
to deliver them up, are encroachments of that high and dangerous 
tendency which could not fail to produce that pernicious effect, nor 
Would those be the only consequences that would result from it.— 
The British government might, for a while, he satisfied with theas- 
•ndenry thus gained over Us, but its pretensions would soon in
crease. The proof, which so complete and disgraceful a submission 
to its authority would afford of our degeneracy, could not fail to in
spire confidence that there was no limit to which its usurpations 
and our degradation might not he carried.

Your committee, believing that the free born sons of America are 
worthy to enjoy the liberty which their fathers purchased at the 
price of so much blood and treasure, and seeing, in the measures a- 
doptedhy Great Britain, a course commenced and persisted in, which 
might lead-lo a loss of national character and independence, feel no 
hesitation in advising resistance hy force, in which the ‘Americans 
•f the present day will provi to the enemy and to the world, thpt we 
have not only inherited that liberty which our fathers gave us, but 
also the wu i. acd cower to maintain it. Relying on the patriot
ism of the nation, and confidently trusting, that the Lord of Hosts 
will go with us to battle in a righteous cause, and crown our efforts 
with soeceir—your committee recommend an immediate appeal t»

. ARMS.
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The report was, after two ineffectual motions 
to have the doors opened, ordered to lie on the 
table.

Mr. Calhoun, from the same committee, on 
leave given, presented a bill, declaring war be
tween Great Britain and her dependencies, and 
the United States and their territories. This 
bill was warmly opposed and debated for two 
days ; when the question being taken, shall the 
said bill pass Z It was resolved in the affirma
tive.

The Yeaâ and Nays were as follows :
YEAS.

New-Hampshire. Dinsmoor, Hall, and Ilar»- 
per—S.

Massachusetts. Seaver, Carr, Green, Rich
ardson, Turner, and Widgery—6.

Rhode-Island. None.
Vermont. Fisk, Shaw, and Strong—8..
Connecticut. None. *
JVew-York. Pond, Avery, and Sage—3.
New-Jersey. Condit and Morgan—2.
Pennsylvania. Seybert, Anderson, Brown*. 

Roberts, Findley, Sniilie, Lyle, Whitehill,Bardr 
Davis, Lefever, Hyneman, Piper, Laeock,. 
Crawford, and Smith—1C.

Delaware. None.
Maryland. Kent, Little, M‘Kim, Ringgold*. 

Brown, and Archer.—6.
Virginia. Nelson, Gholson, Good'wyn, New

ton, Taliaferro, Dawson, Basset, Smith, Hawes,. 
Roane, M»Koy, Pleasants,. Clopton, and Bur* 
well—14.

North-Carolina. Akton, Blackledge, Macon*. 
King, Cochran, and Pickens.—6.

South-Carolina. Williams, Cheves,Lowndes*, 
Butler, Calhoun, Earle, Winn, and Moore-—fc

ç %
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Georgia. Troup, Bibb, and Hall.—3. 
Kentucky. Johnson, Desha, New, ,M‘Kee, 

and Ormsby.—5.
Tennessee. Rhea, Grundy, and Sevier.—S, 
Ohio. Morrow.—1.

NAYS.
JVeto- Hampshire. Bartlett, and Sullivan.—2. 
Massachusetts. Quincy, Reed, Taggart, Ely, 

Brigham, White, Tallman, and Wheaton.—8. 
Rhode*Island. Potter, and Jackson.—2.

* * Vermont. Chittenden.—1.
Connecticut. Sturges, Davenport, Mosely, 

Champion, Tallmadge, Pitkin, and Law.—7.
JVew-Fork. Bleecker, Emot, Cooke, Fitch, 

Gold, Sammons, Stow, Tracy, Van Cortlandt, 
Mitehill, and Metcalf.—It.

JS'ew-Jersey. Boyd, Hatty, Maxwell, and
JNewboId,—4.

Pennsylvania. Milnor, and Rodman.—2. 
Delaware. Ridgely.—1.
Maryland. Key, Goldsborougb, and Stew* 

art.—3.
Î Virginia. Randolph, Lewis, Baker, Breck, 

enridge, and Wilson.—5.
North-Carolina. Pearson, M‘Bryde, and 

Stanford.—3.
South-Carolina. None.
Georgia. None.
Kentucky. None;
Tennessee. None.
Ohio. None.

Yeas 79 
Nays 49

1
Majority for War 80 
On the 5th of June, a confidential message 

ms received by the Senate, from the House of



HISTORY OF THE WAS.

Representatives, by Mr. Maeon and Mr.' Find
ley, tjsvo of their members—Mr. Macon, chair
man :

“ Mr. President—The House of Representa
tives have passed a bill, entitled < An act de
claring war between Great-Britain and her de
pendencies, and the United States and their 
territories in which they ask the concurrence 
of the Senate ; and request (hat the bill be con
sidered vonfidentially.” And they withdrew.

The bill, lrem the House of Representatives, • 
was before the Senate, from day to day, until 
the 17th June. It underwent a very enlarged 
discussion, met with much and violent oppo
sition, but finally passed that body on the latter 
day ; there appearing for its passage 19,* against 
it, 13.

The act was passed into a law on the 18th, in 
the following words ;

AN ACT
Declaring War behveen the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Ireland and the dependen
cies thereof, and the United States of America 
and their territories.
BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Re

presentatives of the United States of Américain 
Congress assembled, That WAR be, and the 
same is hereby declared to exist between the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and the dependencies thereof, and the United 
States of America and their territories ; and that 
the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby authorised to use the whole land, and 
naval force of the United States to carry the 
same into effect, and to issue to private armed 
vessels of the United States commissions or let •

31
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ters of marque and general reprisal, in such 
form as he shall think proper, and under the 
seal of the United States, against the vessels, 
goods, and effects of the government uC the same 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and the subjects thereof.

June 18,1812.
approved, JAMES MADISON.

On the following day (19th June) war was 
declared, by proclamation, the injunction of se
crecy being previously removed in both houses 
of Congress.

A peace of nearly 30 years, during which the 
Americans attended but little to improvements 
in the arts of war, rendered them apparently a 
very unequal match for a nation whose armies 
and navies were more numerous than they had 
been at any former period. The best friends of 
America feared much for the fate of the little 
American navy. It was also supposed that our 
undisciplined armies must experience several 
defeats from the well trained regulars of Eng
land ; but those, who knew any thing of the rev
olutionary war, felt no doubt as to what would 
be the event of the present. The wonderful 
exploits and happy issue that remains to be re
corded, will show, that even the warmest en
thusiasts did not probably anticipate renown and 
glory sueh as was in store for Americans.

The publie prints, on both sides, were warm 
in their denunciations of their respective oppo
nents, and threats of what would and coeld be 
performed. The following are given as speci
mens.

From Ihe London Courier.
“ America knows not that the vigor of the
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British empire increases with the necessity of
exerting it------that our elasticity rises with the
pressure upon us—that difficulties only make us 
more firm and undaunted—that dangers only 
give us the additional means of overcoming 
them. It is in such a state of affairs, in such a 
great crisis, that a nation like Great Britain be
comes greater. We are now the cnly bulwark 
of Jiberty in the world—placed, a little spot, 
a ^eck almost on the ocean, between the old 
and the new world, we are contending with 
both ; with one arm we are beating the armies 
of the master of the continent of Europe, and 
with the other we shall smite his Prefect on thp 
Continent of America.”

From the New-York Morning Post. »
ftWith a stone and a sling only, America comp: 

menoed the war of Independence. Without arms# 
without clothing, without money, and without 
credit, we took the field ; relying upon stout 
hearts, and the assistance of God for the sue- 
oess of a righteous cause. The event has prov
ed, that with such reliances, a nation has noth
ing to fear. Our country has again thrown it
self upon the protection of the Lord of Hosts $ 
we need but prove faithful to him and to our
selves. Victory will again crown our efforts, 
and peace and plenty reward us for our toils. 
Who, that is truly an American, will despair of 
the success of his country ; who will dare 4o be
lieve we can be otherwise than CONQUER
ORS? We had imagined this impossible, except 
with .the agents of the enemy ; yet, in a crisis 
so important, not only to us, but to posterity, 
we hafe found that the spirit of treason has dar
ed to stalk abroad, even at noonday, amongst

4
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Be. Is the enemy so strong in the camp—s# 
Confident of support, as to hazard a fearless de
fiance ? We are, it is true, proud to exist in a 
land of freedom-but when men threaten us with 
giving the assistance of their pens to the cause 
of our adversaries, who will hesitate to say that 
such freedom becomes traitorous?”

The state of the regular army was, at this 
time, such as scarcely to deserve the name.— 
The militid, with the exception of a few lfni- 
form companies in the cities, consisted of a yeo
manry and others accustomed to parade for a 
few hours each year, some with bad arms, oth* 
ers, without any, The preparations for war on 
tho land was confined to an expedition under 
the command of.General Hull, of which notice 
will be taken in the proper place. The navy 
consisted of the following vessels.

List of American Fesaels, and their force.

Constitution,
Rated.

44
Mounting.

58 Capt. Hull
United States, 44 58 Decatur
President, v 44 58 Com. Rodgers
Chesapeake, 36 *4 Ordinary
Jfew-York, 36 44 do.
Constellation, 36 44 do.
Congress, 36 44 Capt. Smith
Boston, 32 Ordinary
Essex, 32 Capt. Porter
Adams, 32 Ordinary

*: - CORVETTE.
John Adams, 26 Capt. Ludlow

SHIPS OF WAR.
Wasp, 16 is Capt. Jones
Hornet, 16 is Lawrence
\

■ ♦
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BRIGS.
Siren,
Argus,
Oneida,

Vixen, 
Nautilus, 
Enterprise, 
Viper,
170 Gun Boats,

16 Lieut. Caroll
16 Crane
16 Com. Woolsey

SCHOONERS.
12 Lieut. G ad sen
12 Siticlair
12 Blakely
12 y Bainbridge

BOMBS.
Capt. Shaw

Ordinary.

Commodore Rodgers, being at New-York, on 
receiving the President’s proclamation, announ
cing war, addressed his men on the occasion, 
offering their wages and a discharge to such as 
were unwilling to risk their lives with him. A 
general huzza preceded the declaration of every 
individual to “ stand or fall with the commo
dore.” The anchor was heaved, and, before 
night, the commodore passed the light-house of 
Sandy-Hook, and proceeded to sea, having un
der his command, the frigates President, United 
States, and Congress, and the sloops of war 
Hornet and Argus. The commodore returned 
to Boston after a cruise of 72 days, during 
which he passed within one day’s sail of the Bri
tish channel, passed near the Island of Madeira, 
and the Azores, and returned by the banks of ' 
Newfoundland and cape-Sable. He made f 
captures and 1 recapture j and chased two Bri
tish frigates, one of them, the Belvidera. This 
cruise was of great benefit, as it compelled the
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enemy to concentrate his force, by which a vast 
quantity of property was saved from falling into 
the enemy’s hands. y /

On the day after the commodore sailed, tljk 
following appeared in the New-York Colum
bian, and accounts for the escape of his Britan
nic Majesty’s vessels of war Belvidera and Tar
tarus which had been for some days off Sandy 
Hook.

“ It is undoubtedly a fact, that dispatch-boats 
with information have been sent off to the Brit
ish vessels which were cruising off the harbor, 
since the declaration of war. By whom they 
were sent off. it is not necessary at present to 
mention. But this much may, and ought to be 
said-L-that if it was done by an American citi
zen, he has committed treason by the laws of 
the United States, and deserves, and may receive 
a hanging for it. There is no suspicion, how
ever, entertained, that such an infamous act has 
been done by any American. As it has there
fore been the act of the subjects of the king of 
England, whether they are in or out of office, 
the act is a violation of the hospitality which 
tolerates their residence in our city, and calls 
loudly upon the constituted authorities to put 
the laws immediately in force against alien en
emies, and to rid the city of spies, or at least 
of such as disgrace their character by acting in 
so infamous a capacity.”

It is however a lament aide fact that the ene
my had his adherents within the United States, 
consisting of native citizens as well as of for
eigners. The public were apprized of the in
famous and cowardly means used by the British 
to corrupt the citizens by the agency of hived 
incendiaries, among whom the notorious J$hn

V



37

■flenri) was conspicuous. The first effusions of 
the press were watched with care, and the citi
zens indignant at the conduct of the British gov
ernment, which rendered war not only necessa
ry, but unavoidable, were ready to construe 
every opposition to government, into an act of 
adhesion to the enemy. The spirit of 1776 
seemed to revive, and the terms « Whig** and 
«Tory” were, again coming into use. The 
party, which designated itself as « Federal,” 
wa$ long opposed to the officers of the general 
government ; and were in the practice of con
demning, opposing, and thwarting all its mea
sures. This party, to he consistent, also op
posed the war.—There was another paHy op
posed to war, merely because it must prove in
jurious to England ; this was properly a British 
lory-party, and should he distinguished from 
those federalists, who, notwithstanding their 
opposition to men, were yet Americans. The 
tory endeavoured to screen himself beneath the 
semblance of federalism ; and the federalist, 
who could weakly lend the mask, should not 
complain, if both should be mistake s for tories.

There were several editors of Federal politics 
who deserved and received the applause of their 
political opponents for conduct pursued imme
diately subsequent to the declaration of wav. 
The following extract from a federal paper de
serves particular notice.
From Hie Uhited Stales’ Caseffe, printed at 

Philadelphia.
“ The people of this country, whatever may be 

their opinions of this incomprehensible war, de
mand, and will insist, that it be now carried on 
With the virer erv to neconvHsli the oh--

HW TORY SF TUE WAR,
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ject of all war, honor wliilc it lasts, and real 
peace and security when it ends.”

A paragraph of a seemingly different com
plexion, appeared immediately after the decla
ration of war, in the « Federal Republican,” 
printed at Baltimore, and edited by Mr. Wag- 
ner. It was in the following words :

“ We mean to represent in as strong colors 
as we are capable, that the war is unnecessary, 
inexpedient, and entered into from partial, per
sonal, and as we believe, motives bearing upon 
their front marks of undisguised foreign influ
ence which cannot be mistaken. We mean to 
use every means of constitutional argument and 
every legal means to render as odious and sus
picious to the American people, as they deserve 
to be, the patrons and contrivers of this highly 
impolitic and destructive war, in the fullest per
suasion, that we shall be supported and ulti-. 
mately applauded by nine-tentbs of our country
men, and that our silence would be treason to 
them.” - „

The citizens, in a state of high irritation, 
proceeded in the evening of the 22d June, to Mr. 
Wagner’s printing office, which was destroyed. 
This procedure was followed by some rioting ; 
and the paper was removed to Georgetown 
(Col.) where it Continued to be printed.

On the 7th July, an order was issued from 
the department of state of the United States, re
quiring all British subjects to regi$J.er their 
names, ages, places of residence, persons com
posing their families, &c. at the office of the 
marshal of the United States for the district in 
which such subjects resided. This order was 
followed by others directing alien enemies, whe 
wetc engaged in foreign commerce^ to remove



HISTORY OF THE WA.B. 39

from (lie vicinity of the sea or tide water. The 
information constantly conveyed to the enemy, 
from the ports and harbours of the United 
States, was supposed to render such a measure 
necessary. It would be much to the honor of 
the citizens if this treasonable intercourse with 
the enemy were confined to aliens ; subsequent 
information, obtained at the nêvy department 
of the United States, has sufficiently proved that 
several profligate citizens have also held com
munications with and supplied the wants of the 
enemy.

A cartel ship arrived in July, at Boston, from 
Halifax and delivered, on board the U. States 
frigate Chesapeake, three seamen, formerly ta
ken ont of that fçigate, by the British frigate 
•Leopard. ■ . / < - ---------.

It will be rccdJlectcd that the Leopard attack
ed the Chesapeake in time of peace, while the 
latter was unsuspicious of an attack and unpre
pared for defence. The Chesapeake was fired 
into, boarded, and these men taken by force 
from her.

Remonstrance on the part of the United 
States was made to the British government, and 
redress demanded for this wanton breach of the 
laws of nations. The British government dis
avowed any agency in the act ; but yet promo
ted the commander of the Leopard, not to the 
yard-arm of a ship, but to the command of a 74, 
The restoration of these men hadbeen, for some 
time, promised by the British government ; it 
was pleasing to see it effected so soon after the 
declaration of war. Whether the war had any 
influence, in this transaction, must be matter of 
conjecture, in w hich the reader'will exercise 
his own opinion.
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This is not the only instance in which war 
produced a change to those Americans who were 
impressed and confined on board British mefn of 
w ar. Several of them, having.declincd serving 
against their country, were sent to prison, as 
prisoners of wav, and became entitled to be lib
erated by exchange. This mode of treating 
them, after tl&ir character as .American citi
zens was acknowledged, was certainly unjust; 
they should have been fully released ; not hav
ing been taken in time of war, or in arms, they 
Were entitled to rank as non-combatants.

On the 12th July, Mr. Foster the late British 
minister, and Mr. Barclay, late consul, departed 
IVom the United States, at New-York, on board 
the British flag of truce, Colibri. Thèse gen
tlemen were much esteemed for their private 
amiable qualities.

The first British victory over the American 
fleet, happened on the 20th July. On this day, 
the United States’ schooner Nautilus, lieutenant 
Crane, fell in with a fleet of the enemy, and was 
capturpd, after a chase of eight hours. No 
honour was lost by the Americans on this oc
casion ; the vast disparity of force, rendered re
sistance as imprudent as it would be unavailing. 
The brave commander’s sword was returned, by 
the British officer, Com. Brooke, as an ac
knowledgment of the skill and bravery with 
w hich he endeavoured to save his ship. Lieut. 
Crane and his crew were afterwards honourably 
acquitted, by a court of enquiry, of all censure 
in the loss of the Nautilus.

On the 27th of this same month, the frigate 
Constitution, captainJBull, chased a British fri
gate into a British fltëet, and was chased in turn- 
by the enemy, consisting of a ship of the line,
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four frigates, a brig and a schooner. The chase 
continued 60 hours. The Constitution arrived 
safe in Boston. The great address, by which 
captain Hull saved his ship, drew forth the ad
miration of the enemy, and the applause of his 
countrymen, t * .

It was the wish of the Americans, as they 
also endeavoured in a former war, to induce the 
Indians to be neutral. Humanity and civiliza
tion plead in favour of a principle which would 
not add savage barbarity to the other evils of 
war ; but, unfortunatelvuthc policy of a “ mag
nanimous” enemy, was*mfl*erent. The Ameri
cans soon learned that the enemy had leagued 
himself with the ruthless savage of the wilder
ness; the known warfare of the tomahawk and 
scalping knife was to act in concert with the 
modern invention of rockets ; in short all means 
within the power of the enemy, were to he com
bined against the people of the United States.

The first act in which the allied Indians and 
British signalized themselves was in the taking 
•f the fort of Michilimaekmae, on the 17th of 
July, Î8I2, not being apprized of the declaration 
of war. Tire garrison consisted of 63 men, and 47 
on hoard two vessels in the harbour. The at
tics consisted of about 700,

The probability of an. approaching war bad 
determined the United States’ government to 
station a competent force in the Michigan Ter
ritory, for the protection of the inhabitants, 
against the incursion of the enemy ; as well a* 
for the purpose of acting offensively, if suel* 
should be deemed prudent. General Hull had 
been at the .seat of government in the spring 
previous to the declaration of war, where he 
made arrangements for conducting a force to

B 2



Detroit. He accordingly proceeded, and being 
joined by the 4t!i United States* regiment, 1200 
Ohio militia and other troops, in all about 2500 
men, he reached the rapids of the Miami of the 
lake, about the last of June. The General put 
on board a vessel, the baggage and hospital 
stores of the army, with an officer and SO men, 
with directions to sail for Detroit. The Bri
tish having been apprized of the declaration of 
war, captured the vessel at fort Malden, mouth 
of Detroit river ; and thus the army suffered a 
serious loss.

On the evening of the 12th July, general Hull 
crossed the river Detroit, which divides the 
United States’ territory of Michigan from the 
British province of Upper Canada, and fixed his 
head quarters at the town of Sandwich, about 
two miles within the British province. From 
this place he published a proclamation, of which 
the following is a copy :

BY WILLIAM HULL,
Brigadier General and Commander of the JVerth 

# Western army of the United States ;
A PROCLAMATION.

COHABITANTS OF CANADA,
After thirty years of peace and prosperity, 

die United States have been driven to arms* 
The injuries and aggressions, the insults and in
dignities of Great-Britain have once more left 
them no alternative but manly resistance or un
conditional submission. The army under my 
ooaaiund has invaded your country ? the stand
ard of the Union now waves over the territory 
of Canada. To the peaceable unoffending in
habitants, it brings neither danger nor difficulty. 
1 come to find enemies, not to make them. I 
<Sme to protect, not to injure you.

\Z HISTORY OF THE Will.
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Separated by an immense ocean and an ex
tent ive wilderness from Great Britain, you Lave 
no participation in her councils, no interest in 
her conduct. You have felt her tyranny ; you 
have seen her injustice ; but 1 do not ask you 
to avenge the one, or to redress the other. The 
United States are sufficiently powerful to afford 
every security, consistent with their rights and 
your expectations. 1 tender you the invaluable 
blessing of civil, political and religious liberty, 
and their necessary result, individual and gen
eral prosperity ; that liberty which gave deci
sion to our councils, and energy to our conduct 
in a struggle for independence, which conducted 
us safely and triumphantly through the stormy 
period of the revolution—the liberty which ha» 
raised us to an elevated rank among the nations 
of the world ; and which afforded us a greater 
measure of peace and security, of wealth and 
improvement, than ever fell to the lot of any 
people. In the name of my country, and the 
authority of government, I promise you protec
tion to yonr persons, property and rights ; re
main at your homes ; pursue your peaceful and 
customary avocations ; raise not your hands 
against your.brethren. Many of your fathers 
fought for the freedom and independence ww 
bow enjoy. Being children therefore of the 
same family with us, and heirs to the saine 
heritage, the arrival of an army of friends must 
he hailed by you with a cordial 'welcome. You 
will be emancipated from tyranny and oppres
sion, and restored to the dignified station of 
freedom. Had I any doubt of eventual success, 
I might ask your assistance, but I do hot. I 
some prepared for every contingency—I have a 
three which Will break down all opposition, and
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that force is but the van-guard of a much great
er. If, contrary to your own inteiest, and the 
just expectations of my country, you should take 
part in the approaching contest, you will he 
considered and treated as enemies, and the hor
rors and calamities of war will stalk before you. 
If the barbarous and savage policy of Great 
Britain be pursued, and tlie savages are let 
loose to murder our citizens, and butcher our 
women and children, this war will he a war of 
extermination. The first stroke of the toma
hawk—the first attempt with the scalping- 
knife, will he the signal of one indiscriminate 
scene of desolation. No white man found fight
ing, l^y the side of an Indian will he taken pri
soned—instant death will he his lot. If the 
dictates of reason, duty, justice and humanity, 
cannot prevent the employment of a force which 
respects no rights, and know s no wrong, it will 
be prevented by a severe and relentless system 
of retaliation. I doubt not your courage and 
firmness—I will not doubt your attachment to 
lihei ty. If you tender your services volunta
rily, they will he accepted readily. The United 
States offer you peace, liberty and security.—> 
Your choice lies between these and war, slavery 
and destruction. Choose then ; hut choose wisc- 

# ly ; and may he who knows the justice of our 
cause, and who holds in his hand the fate of 
nations, guide you to a result the most com- 
palible with your rights and interests, yoiu} 
peace and happiness.

By the General, *
i A. P. BULL.

Captain of the iSth United States* regiment of 
Infantry, and Jlid-de-Camp. Head quarters> 
San dieieh, July 12,1812.

WILLIAM HULL.



This proclamation was well calculated to in
spire confidence and secure the friendship of the 
Canadians. The American troops were in high 
spirits, anxious to he led against the enemy’s 
post at Fort Malden. The British force, con
sisting of regulars, militia and Indians, was in
ferior to the American, as appeared by the offi
cial communication of the British general Brock 
to his government \ The moment seemed fa
vorable to strike an important, perhaps a deci
sive blow. The Indians, except a few of whom 
Iiad joined the British, remained neutral, watch
ing with their usual sagacity, until they could 
discover on what side victory was likely to perch; 
nearly all the Canadian militia had descried ; 
the time of attacking Fort Malden was deter
mined on at a council of field officers, and pre
parations commenced for advancing to the at
tack, when, by an unexpected order, the plan of 
attack was abandoned and Canada evacuated, 
shamefully leaving to their fate the Canadians 
who had joined the American standard.

This gave time to the enemy to be reinfowk 
ed, and it soon was rumoured in the American 
camp that the commanding officer intended to 
surrender his army in the event of an attack by 
the enemy. This seemed so unaccountable at 
a time when superiority of force was on the 
American side, that the officers had resolved, in 
the event of the rumour being well founded, to 
divest the general of his command. The exe
cution of this plan was prevented by the ab
sence of two commanding officers tif regiments 
who were ordered on detachments. The Bri
tish being reinforced by about 400 men, and the 
Indians becoming more decided, general'Brock 
advanced and took a position opposite to Detroit,
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Where, without interruption, he established a 
small battery.

On the 15th August, the town of Detroit was 
summoned to surrender, which being refused; a 
firing began from the British batteries, which 
was returned bj/fho Americans, and continued, 
with little effect,/wftil night. At day-light on 
the 16th, the firing re-commenced on both 
sides, the enemy chmipeneed the landing of 
troops below Detroit, which being soon effected, 
they marched in close column of platoons, twelve 
in front, towards the fort of Detroit.
• \gainst this body of troops not a shot was fir
ed, although it advanced in a situation within 
the range of the American cannon. When the 
British reached within 100 yards of the Ameri
can line, orders were given by Gen. Hull for the 
tnio|>s to retreat to the fort ; and soon after, the 
fort was surrendered, and the American army 
became prisoners of war.

By a proclamation immediately issued by the 
British commander, (Gen. Brock,) it appears 
that General Hull had also surrendered the ter
ritory of Michigan.

This w as a severe and unexpected blow against 
the Americans. It gave rise to a court-martial 
on the conduct of general Hull, which will be 
noticed in its proper place ; it, in a great degree, 
destroyed the confidence the Canadians had in 
the government and arms of the United States ; 
it determined the Indians to take part with the 
enemy ; and led not only to a prolongation of 
the war, but to many, or perhaps all of those 
savage acts of murder, in which the Indians 
were subsequently engaged, against the citizens 
of the United States.
v General Hull, in his official account, states^
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that at the time the enemy advanced against 
Detroit, he could not bring into the field more 
than 600 men, that the regular force of the en
emy, then advancing, was much mere than that 
number, and twice that number of Indians.

An official letter from colonel Cass, who bad 
a command under general Hull, put the business 
in quite a different light, concluding with the 
following paragraph :

“ I was informed by gen. Hull, the morning 
after the capitulation, that the British forces 
consisted of 1800 regulars, and that he surren
dered to prevent the effusion of human blond,— 
That he magnified their regular force nearly 
five-fold, there can be no doubt. Whether the 
philanthropic reason assigned by him is a suffi
cient justification for surrendering a fortified 
town, an army and a territory, is for the go
vernment to determine. Confident I am, that 
had the courage and conduct of the General 
been equal to the spirit and zeal of the troops, 
the event would have been as brilliant and suc
cessful as it now is disastrous and dishonorable.’*

The British official account is positive as to 
the inferiority of the enemy’s force.

A few days before the surrender of Detroit, 
major Van Horn, of colonel Findley’s regiment 
of Ohio Volunteers, was detached with about 
200 men to proceed to the river Raisin, to rein
force captain Brush, who, with a company of 
Ohio Volunteeis, were escorting provisions for 
the army. At Brownstown, a large party of 
Indians formed an ambuscade, and the major’s 
detachment received a heavy fire at a-few yards 
from the enemy. The whole detachment re
treated in great disorder ; and could not, by 
any exertion of major Van Horn/ be rallied.—

HISTORY OF THE W1B.



A #>'a*.

48 HISTOUY OF TUB WAR.

On this occasion, there were 7 officers and 10 
privates killed, besides a considerable number 
wounded.

Before the return of major Van Horn, ano
ther detachment consisting of 600 men, under 
the command of licut. col. Miller was ordered 
to proceed to the river Raisin, to open the com
munication to the river, ami protect the provi
sions which were under the escort of captain 
Brush. Lieut, col. Miller marched from De
troit on the 8th August ; and on the 9tli, about 
4 o’clock in the afternoon, the van guard com
manded by capt. Sneiling of the 4th U. S. regi
ment, was fired upon by an extensive line of In
dians and British at the lower part of Maguago, 
about 14 miles from Detroit. Capt. Sneiling 
maintained his ground in a most gallantxman- 
ner, under a very heavy fire, until the arrival 
of the main body under lieut. col. Miller, when 
a general attack was made on the enemy, who 
was compelled to retreat before the Americans. 
The route continued until fatigue and the ap
proach of night rendered it necessary to desist 
from further pursuit.

A short time previous to tlie surrender of De*- 
troit, a provisional agreement was entered into 
by general Dearborn, and colonel Baynes, the 
British ^adjutant-general, that neither party 
should act offensively before the decision of the 
American government should be taken on the 
subject. This suspension of hostilities was 
grounded on a letter from Sir George Prévost, 
Governor of Lower Canada, to general Dear
born, suggesting the probability of a general 
suspension of hostilities in consequence of a pro
posed suspension or re|ieal of the British orders 
ih council, of which Mr. Foster, late minister
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to the United States had received advices on his 
arrival at Halifax. Whether governor Prévost 
seriously believed all which he represented, or 
that the suspension of hostilities, which did not 
include the operations at Detroit, was intended 
to favour the British army in that quarter, can- 

. not now be determined ; it, however, enabled 
the British to reinforce general Brock, and pro
bably contributed to the fall of Detroit. The 
American government, viewing the British pro
position as coming in an indirect manner, offer
ing no satisfactory security for its observance, 
and adhering with little variation to their for
mer pretences, did not hesitate to disagree to 
the proposal. The armistice terminated on the 
8th September.

The disgraceful surrender of Detroit was, in 
•some degree, to be compensated for, by the 
bravery of American seamen. On the 19th 
Aug. 1812, the American frigate Constitution, 
captain Isaac Hull, fell in with his Britannic 
majesty’s frigate Guerviere, captain J. R. Da- 
cres, in lat. 40. 20 N. Ion. 55 W. ; and after a 
•severe action of 30 minutes, during which the 
Americans displaced great superiority in tactics 
and courage, the British ship surrendered/#

The Guerriere suffered so much in her rig. 
ging and hull, and was so entirely disabled, that 
it was found impossible to tow her into port, she 
was of course burnt, by order of captain Hull, 
as soon as^he prisoners were removed.

Th^Gn^hricre had been formerly a French 
44 ; dmt was rated only as 38 ; she carried 49 
guns. " —

The following official account of her capture 
from the French by the British naval captain 
Lavie, places this point in an indisputable view#

* JS
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as the advocates of Britain, sorely hurt by this 
proof of the superiority of American naval tac
tics, endeavored to misrepresent the relative 
size and force of the American and British fri
gates.

From Capt. Lavie to Lord Keith.
“ Blanch.*, Yarmouth, July 20, 1806.

« My Lord—I have the honour to acquaint 
you of my return to Yarmouth to-day, having 
in company the Guerriere frigate, commanded 
by Monsieur Hubert, of the Legion of Honour, 
w hom I captured on the 19th inst. in long. 62, 
off the Faro Islands, after a sharp contest of 
45 minutes.

**, Le Guerrière is of the largest class of fri
gates, mounting fifty guns, with a complement 
of 517 men, but they were very soon sadly re
duced by our destructive fire, and the ship has 
also suffered very severely, while the damages 
of the Blanche were confined to the topmasts, 
rigging and sails.

“ THOMAS LAVIE.”
The following is a return of the killed and 

w ounded :
Sit board the Constitution, one lieutenant of 

marines and six seamen—Total killed 7. Two 
officers, four seamen and one marine—Total 
w ounded 7. Total killed and wounded 14.

On board the Guerriere, killed 15, wounded 
63, missing 27—Total 105.

Her navy was the chief boast of England, 
and on it was her chief reliance ; yet she was 
destined to meet her greatest wounds and dis
asters pn the watepy element.

On the 17th July, the British appeared before 
Backett’s If arbour, with the Royal George of 2*

*______ A '.’A
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guns, the Prince Regent of 22, Elmira of 20, 
hcneca of 18, and another armed vessel. A 
message was sent ashore demanding the sur
render of the American vessel of war the One
ida ; and also the late British schooner Nelson, 
seized for a breach of the revenue laws. A 
compliance with this demand being perempto
rily refused, the enemy advanced within gun 
shot. A firing began from a 32 pounder ashore, 
and was returned by the squadron which stboft 
off and on. A brisk cannonading was continued 
for more than two hours, when a shot from the 
32 pounder having raked the flag ship of the» 
enemy, as she was wearing to give another 
broadside, tfce squadron fired a few guns ami 
bore away for Kingston, the citizens greeting 
them with the good old tunc of u Yankee Doo
dle,*,’ from all the music at the post. The Bri-* 
tisli shipping appeared (o be much injured.— 
Not a man lost on the American side.

The steadiness of the American troops and the 
alacrity with which the neighbouring detach
ments and volunteers, to the amount of nearly 
30U0, assembled for the protection of this im
portant post, was, at this early stage of the war, 
a pleasing presage of what might be>hereafteç/ 
expected, when men would become more inured 
to danger. Col. Bellinger commanded the A- 
merican troops. Capt. Woolsey, who command
ed the Oneida, having sailed from the harbour 
and roconnoitered the enemy, returned and 
moored his vessel with a spring on her cable, 
near the battery ; and giving the command of 
her to his lieutenant, he went ashore and took 
command of the 32 pounder, it hieh, under his 
direction, did very considerable damage to the 
enemy. . "
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The frigate Essex, captain Porter, saHed on 
a cruise, from New-York, on the 3d July, and 
arrived in the Deleware, the 7th September. 
On the 13th August, the Essex fell in with the 
British sloop of war Alert. The Alert bore 
down and commenced an action, which lasted 
eight minutes ; she was much cut to pieces, had 
seven feet water in her hold when she struck^ 
and three men wounded. The Essex received 
no injury.

Captain Porter having thrown the guns ofthe 
Alert overboard, despatched her as a cartel to 
St. John’s in Newfoundland, with about 500 
prisoners which ho had taken in the Alert, and 
from other captured vessels.

Ghrernor Provost, of Lower Canada, issued 
a proclamation on the 19th September, by which 
all citizens of the United States are ord*ed to 
quit Canada by the 15th of October ; till which 
time they may depart with their moveable pro- 
perty, by permission of three of the council. 
After that time, every citizen of the United 
States, found in Canada, will be treated as a 
prisoner of war, unless he has taken the bath 
•of allegiance.

A considerable force having been assembled 
in the neighbourhood of the Niagara river, un
der the command of major general Stephen Van 
Benssalaer, with the view, as was generally un
derstood, of effecting a descent upon the British 
province of Upper Canada ; a strong qnd im
patient desire was discovered among the troops 
to try their strength against the enemy. This 
gradually rose to such a height, that resistance 
te it seemed scarcely, if at all possible ; patri
otism was passing the limits of subordination. 
“ This (says the general m his official commit-

w
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nicalion to general Dearborn) was expressed to 
toe through various channels, in the shape of an 
alternative; that they must have orders to act ; 
or, at all hazards, they would go home.**

Impelled by this consideration, the general 
made dispositions for the intended attack on the 
British post at the heights of Queenstown. 
Some information, gained from a person who 
was engaged to pass over to Canada, and who 
returned safe, seemed to warrant an attack, 
which, besides the immediate*ol>ject, might have 
a controlling effect upon the movements at De
troit, w here it was understood the British gene
ral Brock had gone, with all the force he could 
spare from the Niagara frontier.

An intention to transport troops across the 
river, on the morning of the 11th October, was 
frustrated through means of a boatman, selected 
for his skill and steadiness ; hut who, going a- 
head in the extreme darkness* passed the in
tended place far up the river, and there fastened 
his boat to the shore, and abandoned tire de
tachment. In this front boat nearly every oar 
belonging to all the boats were deposited. The 
expedition was given up, and the detachment 
returned to camp.

This circumstance, so far from damping the 
ardour of the troops, seemed to give additional 
force to the desire of encountering the enemy. 
A second attempt was determined on.

At dawn of day, on the 13th of October, the 
troops commenced embarking under cover of a 
battery. The movement was soon discovered, 
and a brisk firing of musketry commenced oh 
the Canada side, which was soon followed by a 
cannonade on the boats, the American cannon 
returning the fire. Col. Van Rensselaer, with

E %
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100 men, effected a landing, and cool}’ advanced 
in the face of a tremendous fire, during which, 
the Colonel received four wounds, which pre
vented that useful exertion he w as so willing to 
make. Col. Christie, with his detachment, 
landed some time alter. Col. Van Rensselaer, 
although scarce able to stand, ordered his men 
to storm the fort, which service was gallantly

Serformed-t-reinforcements hating arrived to 
oth parties, the conflict became severe arid 

general ; the enemy soon retreated, and the rout 
was followed up with great spirit, by the Ame
ricans—Victory appeared complete. The ene
my, at this moment, received a reinforcement 
of several hundred Indians from Chippawa, and 
commenced a furious attack, but were promptly 
met and routed by the rifle and bayonet. The 
general observing a hesitation in ttffc embarka
tion of the troops, he passed ovèr to accellerate 
their movements. Could the details of this day 
be here closed, all would be honour, all would 
be glory to the American character—But it 
must be recorded ; alas ! it cannot be con
cealed, that no persuasion of the General could 
influence the remaining troops to pass into the 
boats. A large reinforcement from fort George, 
>oon afterwards was seen coming up the river ; 
this reinforcement obliqued to the right from 
the road, and formed a junction with the In
dians in the rear ef (he heights.

The boats were dispersed ; the boatman had 
fldfl panic struck. The American troops, thus 
aiteaâed, maintained a most obstinate conflict 
fbrtarifan hour; when,exhausted ef strength 
and ammunition, they were obliged to surren
der. General Brock was slain, and his aid-de- ' 
«amp mortally wounded. The whole number

64
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of Americans engaged was. about 1600, of whieb 
900 were regulars and 700 milit ia.— I'hc militia 
were liberated as prisoners on parole, not to 
serve during the war.

Major general Van Rensellaer resigned the 
command of the army on the Niagara frontier, 
to brigadier general Smyth, on the 14th October.

On the 10th November, general Smyth pub
lished a proclamation from his camp near Buf- 
faloe. As this document became the subject of 
much comment, it is given here in full. It was 
in the following words:

TO THE MEN OF NEW-YORK.
For many years you have seen your country op

pressed with numerous wrongs. Your government, 
although above all others devoted to peace, have 
been forced to draw the sword, and rely for redress 
of injuries on the valour of the American people. 
,That valour has been conspicuous. But the na> 

tion has been unfortunate in the selection of some 
of those who directed it. One army has been dis
gracefully surrendered and lost. Another has been 
sacrificed by a precipitate attempt to pass it over at 
the strongest point of the enemy's lines, with most 
incompetent means. The cause of these miscatr 
riages is apparent. The commanders were popular 
men, “ destitute alike of theory and experience” in 
the art of war.

In a few days, the troops under my command will 
plant the American standard in Canada. They are 
men accustomed to obedience, silence, and steadi
ness. They will conquer, or they Will die. '

Will you stand with your arras folded and look 
on this interesting struggle Î Are you-not related 
to the men who fought at Bennington and Saratoga i 
"Has the race degenerated ? Or have you. under the 
baneful influence of contending factions, forgot your 
country ? Must I turn from you, and ask. men oS
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the six nations to support the government of the 
United States ? Shall 1 imitate the officers of thd 
British king, and suff. r our ungathered laurels to 
be tarnished by ruthh ss deeds ? Shame where is 
thy blush ? No. Where I command, the vanquish
ed and the peaceful man, the child, the maid, and 
the matron, shall be secure from wrong. If we 
conquer, we will “ conquer but to save.?'

Men of New-York !
The present is the hour of renown. Have you 

not a wish for fame ? Would you not choose in fu
ture times to be named as one of those, who, imitat
ing the heroes whom Montgomery led, have in spite 
of the seasons, visited the tomb of the chief, and 
conquered the country where he lies? Yes. You 
dc^e your share of fame. Then seize the present 
moment. If you do not, you will regret it ; and say, 
“ the valiant have bled in vain ; the friends of my 
country fell—and 1 was not there.”

Advance then to our aid. I will wait for you a 
few days. I cannot give you the day of my de
parture. But come on. Come in companies, half 
companies, pairs, or singly. I will organize you 
for a short tour. Ride to this place, if the distance 
is far, and send back your horses. But remember, 
that every man who accompanies us, places himself 
-under my command, and shall submit to the salutary 
restraints of discipline.

ALEX. SMYTH,
Brig. General.

Camfi, near Buffaloe, Nov. 10, 1812.

This proclamation had the effect of bringing 
to the frontier a very considerable number of 
i*«luflteers, men who lived the hardy life of 
Jwrtners, were accustomed to the woods, knew 
well the use of the rifle, and feared Indians as 
little as they did Englishmen.

On the 17th November, general Smyth is-
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sued a public address to liis soldiers, prepara
tory to an immediately intended entrance into 
the enemy’s territory, The sentiments con
tained in this address are noble, humane, and 
soldierly. From such a general and such an 
army, the publie expected a very successful 
campaign.

Their hopes were not to bo realized. Twice 
the troops embarked and as often disembarked. 
Public opinion, hitherto on the side of general 
Smyth, now began to veer. His courage, as 
well as his patriotism, was questioned ; censure 
was followed by insult and menace. The pro
ject of invasion was finally abandoned. The 
volunteers were dismissed, and the army order
ed into winter quarters. Thus ended the ope
rations, for this season, of the army of the center.

Gen. Smyth justified himself on the grounds 
that he had directions not to pass over with less 
than 3000 men ; that he could not prevail on 
more than 1500 men to embark ; and that an 
attack on the enemy, under such circumstances, 
was contrary to the opinion of a council of his 
officers. « My orders (says the general iri re
ply to a committee from the patriotic citizens 
of the western counties of New-York) were to 
pass into Canada with 3000 men at once. On 
the first day of embarkation not more than 1*00 
men were embarked, of whom 400, that is, half 
of the regular infantry, were exhausted with fa
tigue and want of rest. On the second embark
ation, only 1500 men were embarked, wed these 
-were to have put off immediately, and to hove 
descended the river to a point where reinforce* 
meuts were not to be expected. On both days, 
many of the regular troops were men in had 
health, who could not have stood one day’s
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march ; who, although they were on the sick re
port, were turned out by their ardent officers.”

This reply was dated 3d December. On tbc 
8th of the same month, general Peter B. Porter 
gave notice in the Buffaloe Gazette, that ho 
would soon publish a « true account of some of 
the most prominent transactions of those days.” 
In this notice general Porter ascribes the fail
ure of the expedition to the cowardice of gene* 
ral Smyth. - 1

General Smyth must remain convicted, in the 
eyes of the world, of falsehood and cowardice, 
if he continued passive under such charges— 
Modern chivalry pointed out the course which 
mus* be pursued. General Smyth sent a chal
lenge to general Porter, Which the latter ac
cepted.
£ The parties passed over to Grand Island, on 
the 18th December ; a shot was exchanged, in 
an intrepid manner, but without effect, when, on 
the suggestion of general Smyth’s second, a mu
tual explanation and reconciliation took place ; 
and the parties separated.

General Porter, on -the following day, deliv
ered the promised statement of transactions, to 
the editor of the Buffaloe Gazette, in which pa
per it accordingly appeared.

The statement is plain and satisfactory ; and 
divested of that asperity, which was probably 
intended to accompany it.

In this statement, it is represented, that, on 
4hé 27th November, there Were collected ih the 
aeighbourhood of Niagara, 4600 effective men, 
that the vessels collected for the purpose, were 
sufficient for the transportation fof 3560 men ; 
that the number of’*'men actually embarked 
were estimated to consist of between 2000 ami

58
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2600 ; that about 2000 more men were paraded 
on shore, seemingly ready to cross; that several 
boats, of sufficient capacity to carry about *000 
men, were still lying unoccupied,; and that the 
enemy, estimated at about 500 men, were drawn 
up in a line, at about half a mile from the river.

As a proof of what could be effected, had the 
men been permitted to pass over, general Por
ter states the bravery and success with which 
a detachment which crossed over by direction 
of general Smyth, accomplished its mission ; 
having completely routed the enemy, spiked his 
cannon, and taken several prisoners. “ Out of 
12 naval officers, who embarked in this enter- 
prize, nine of them, (says general Porter) with 
more than half their men, were killed or 
wounded.”

General Smyth, in a letter to the editors of 
thè National Intelligencer, dated 2Slh January, 
1813, refutes the statement of general Porter. 
« I affirm (says general Smyth) thht on the 27th 
November, there were collected in the neigh
bourhood of Black Rock, not more than 3500 
effective men, non-commissioned officers, and 
privates, of every corps under my command ; 
not more than 1500 of those were liable to be 
ordered to cross the Niagara, according to 
opinions generally received. On the 21st, there 
were 1050 good troops embarked, and also as 
many irregular volunteers as occupied five 
boats, estimated at 150. On the morning of th» 
first December, the number of men armed with 
muskets, who were at the navy-yard, embarked 
or not embarked, did not exceed 2000 men.”

In this refutation, general Smyth insinuates 
that general Porter, acting as contractor to the' 
army, was not prepared to supply the necessary

v
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rations, having on the 80th November onlv 85 
barrels of flour on hand, “ not two pounds of 
flour to each man/’—“ The hostility of general 
Porter to myself (says general Smyth) grew out 
of tire contract.”

While the expeditions thus progressed from 
ill-design to its unavoidable consequence, un
successful termination, the minor expeditions 
did honour to the officers who commanded and 
tire few men who were engaged in thorn. A- 
mong these the following must not bo omitted :
. The brigs Adams and Caledonia, which were 
surrendered to the enemy by general Hull, at 
Detroit, having arrived and anchored under tbo 
British fort Erie, captain Elliot determined ou 
an attempt to regain them, llaving made tho 
necessary dispositions, ho advanced at 1 o’clock 
in the morning of the 9th October, having under 
his command 100 men in two boats j at 3 o’clock 
he was along side the vessels ; in 10 minutes 
they were under way, and the prisoners secured. 
An unfavorable wind obliged them to run down 
the river, by tho forts, under a heavy Arc of 
round, grape, and capnister shot, from a number 
of pieces of heavy ordnance and flying artillery; 
and he was compelled to anchor about 400 yards 
from one of their batteries ; the Caledqniu be
ing got into a safe position, a fire was returned 
from tho guns of the Adams as long as ammu* 
nit ion lasted. It being found impossible longer 
to withstand the fire of the enemy, whieh would 
JÇpbaldy sink the vessel in a short time, he was 
Compelled to cut the cable and drift down*4he 
river out of reach of the bat tories, but remained 
still exposed to the flying artillery ; having 
thus dropped astern for about 10 minutes, and 
being deserted by the pilot, he was brought up
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oh the shore of Squaw Island. From this place 
he sent the prisoners on shore with much diffi
culty ; and, having himself passed from the brig 
to the shore, he soon discovered that about 40 
soldiers had crossed in a boat from the British 
side, and boarded the brig $ but they were soon 
compelled to abandon her with the loss of nearly 
all their men. During the whole of the morn
ing, both sides of the river kept up alternately 
n continual fire on the brig, and so much in
jured her that it was impossible to have floated 
her—she was of course destroyed.

Major Young having command of the Troy 
militia at French mills, on the St. Regis river, 
proceeded to the village of St. Regis, where tho 
enemy had landed with a view to establish him
self in fervo, and vigorously attacked him at 5 
o’clock on the morning of 22d October $ one 
stand of colours, forty prisoners, with their 
arms, equipments, &o. were the fruits of this 
spirited and well conducted expedition. This 
was the first standard taken from the enemy, 
in the present war. The party returned safe to 
their camp without having a man hurt. The 
enemy lost 4 killed, and one mortally wounded.

The movements of tho enemy, during these 
times, were not to them equally honourable or 
important.

An attack of the enemy on the village of Og- 
densburg was defeated. Tho enemy hud 1000 
men, the Americans only 400. This happened 
on the 2d October.

On the 3d October, the British brig Royal 
George went into the Genessee rivsfr, and out 
out the schooner Lady Murray and a revenue 
cutter. There was no force then there, that 
could resist the enemy.

, *
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The national pride had been already highly 
gratified by success on the ocean ; the public 
eye was anxiously directed to that element, in 
expectation of further glory. The public hope 
was not to be disappointed.

At day-light, on the 18th October, about the 
lat. ef 37 deg. north, and Ion. 65deg. west, cap
tain Jacob Jones, commanding the United 
States’ sloop of war Wasp, of 18 guns, got 
sight of a British convoy of six large armed 
merchant ships under protection of the British 
sloop of war Frolic, commanded by capt. Wliin- 
yeates. A signal was made by the Frolic for 
the fleet to disperse. At 30 minutes past eleven 
A. M. an engagement commenced between the 
two sloops, at a short distance, and continued 
until the vessels were so close that the rammers 
ef the Wasp were, while loading the last broad
side, shoved against the side of the enemy. The 
Frolic was hoarded on her forecastle, and im
mediately surrendered. The manner in which 
this engagement was maintained was highly 
honourable to the Americans. The Frolic 
mounted 22 guns ; sixteen of them 32 pound 
carronadcs, and four 12 pounders on the main 
deck, and two twelve pounders, carronades, on 
the top-gallant forecastle, making her superior 
in force to the WTasp, by four 12 pounders. On 
board the W asp, there were five killed, and 
five wounded. The exact loss of the enemy 
could not be ascertained, as many of the dead 
lay buried under the masts and spars that had 
fallen upon the deck, which two hours exertion 
had not sufficiently removed. Lieut. Biddle, 
who had charge of the Frolic, states, from what 
he saw, and from information from the officers, 
the number of killed must have been thirty / 
that of the wounded, about forty or fifty.
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The Wasp suffered so much in this action, 
that both masts fell on the deck a few minutes 
after separating from the Frolic; every brace 
and most of the rigging had been shot away 
during the action. „

In this state, she nearly remained, when, in 
two hours after the action, the British ship 
Foictiers, of 74 guns, hove in sight; arnd, soon 
after took possession of the two sloops, and or
dered them for Bermuda.

The captain of the Frolic, in iris official let* 
1er to admiral Warren, states that every officer 
was wounded, and the greater part of the men 
cither killed or wounded ; there not being twenty 
persons remaining unhurt.

The following resolution of the Common 
Council of New-York, will show the high light 
in which they held captain Jones and bis crew :

Resolved, That an elegant Sword be present
ed to Captain Jones, late of the United States* 
sloop of war Wasp, and also the freedom of this 
etiy, as a testimony of the high opinion this 
Corporation entertain of his gallant conduct in 
capturing the British sloop of war Frolic; and 
that the thanks of the Common Council be pre
sented to his brave officers and crew.

The United States* frigate United States, 
captain Stephen Decatur, being on a cruise, fell 
in, on the 25th October, 1812, with his Britan
nic Majesty’s frigate Macedonian, captain J. 
S. Carden, in lat. 29 N. Ion. 29 30 W. and, after 
an action of an hour an a half fl 7 minutes of 
which was in close action) the British 4irigate 
was captured. The Macedonian was of the 
largest class of British frigates, two years old, 
but four months out of dock, and mounting 49 
guns, (the odd one shifting.) This engagement
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gave another indisputable proof of the superi
ority of American discipline and gunnery.

■ The loss on both sides was as follows :
On board the United States, 2 seamen, 2 ma

rines, 1 boy—Total killed, 5.
Wounded,! lieutenant,! carpenter,4seamen, 

1 marine—Total wounded, 7 ; of whom lieut. 
Funk and John Archibald died of their wounds.

On board the Macedonian, there were 36 kil
led, and 68 wounded ; 36 of whom severely.

By the muster roll of the Macedonian, it ap
peared that there were seven impressed Ame
ricans on board, during the action, two of w hom 
were killed.

The United States and Macedonian arrived 
offMontaug Point on the 4th December; but 
were prevented from reaching New-York be
fore the first day of the new year, 1813.

On the ariivad of captain Hull, at New-York, 
he was presented by the corporation of the city, 
with the freedom of the city, in a gold box. As 
soon as captain Hull entered the council cham
ber, conducted by aldermen Fish and Meaier, 
and general Morton, he was addressed by bis 
honour De Witt Clinton, roarer of the city, in 
au appropriate speech. Captain Hull, with all 
that modesty so frequently allied to virtuous 
bravery, made a short but very becoming reply. 
T^e Captain then took the freeman’s oath, and 
retired, amidst an immense crowd, who filled the 
air with reiterated huzzas. On the following 
day, a splendid naval dinner was given by the 
ewrporation to captain Hull, com. Decatur, 
nnd captain Jones, in testimony of the high 
sense entertained of the merits of* these gentle
men. Nothing was omitted to render this din
ner truly descriptive of the ecoasion, and the 
feelings ef the citizens.
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On the 9th Jan. another dinner was given 
by the corporation, to the crew of the United 
States. The seamen and marines, having form
ed in procès- ion, proceeded from the place of 
landing to the City Hotel, amidst the plaudits 
of thousands of citizens. On the arrival of the 
sailors, and they being seated, they were ad
dressed by Mr. Vanderbilt, with his usual en
ergy and perspicuity. The boatswain made a 
short reply, expressive of the gratitude of his 
shipmates, and their wish for a further oppor
tunity to prove their devotedness to their coun
try. At 6 o’clock, the procession was re-form
ed, when they proceeded to the theatre, at the 
express wish and invitation of the managers, who 
reserved the pit exclusively for their accommo
dation. The harmony of the day was not inter
rupted by a single irregularity.

The enemy had some consolation, (rf consola
tion it can be called) by the èapture, in Novem
ber, of the United Slates’ brig of war Vixen, of 
14 guns, by his majesty’s frigate Southampton, 
of 82 guns.

On this occasion, the intrepid exertions of our 
tars, aided by their officers, were chiefly instru
mental in saving the movable property on hoard 
the frigate. So sensible was Sir James Yeoof 
the generous conduct of the American sailors, 
that he drew them up on the island, and pub
licly thanked them in the warmest terms.

Although a patriotic support of the war was 
the distinguishing feature of the publie senti
ment, yet there was a strange apathy too preva
lent, which tended not a little to render its early 
stage unpropitious to the country. Something 
was necessary to awaken the unroused foyofty 
•f the people. Victory might have tkat effect ?

r 2 ' —■ « .
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perhaps defeat was a more powerful agents Thw 
defeat and surrender of gen, Hull so much dis
appointed the expectations excited by the gene
ral’s proclamation, that it is impossible to depict 
the first effect. Tlte mortification of disappoint
ment, added to the serious loss of a fine army, 
threw a temporary gloom over the citieens.— 
This soon gave way to resentment and a deter
mination to wipe off the “ foul stain.” The 
spirit of the nation rose, and that of’76 seemed 
to return. This sentiment, which pervaded a 
great proportion of the nation, was most power
ful in the western country. All felt the neces
sity of immediate action ; Kentucky and Ohio 
may be said to have broken loose ; an army 
was ready, as if by magic, prepared to avenge 
the late disgras*. A leader was wanting—all 
eyes lookeo, with a common impulse, towards 
the hero of Tippecanoe ; the united voie? of the 
people called on the governor to dispense with 
all formalities ; and William Hbnby Harri
son was appointed a major-general, with direc
tions te take command of the north western ar
my. This appointment was confirmed by the 
President of the United States.

The exposed situation of the north western 
frontier, after the surrender of Hull, required 
the utmost exertions for its protection. It was 
not possible entirely to avert the impending 
danger.

The Indians had already commenced their 
•ravage warfare by an attack on Fort Dearborn 
4tod the massacre of its garrison. Fort Dear- 
born (Chicago) was hut a weak garrison, con* 
-«sting of about 50 men, there were also in it a 
few women and children. A large body of In
dians having menaced the fort, it was agreed in
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a council which was held with the faithless 
tribes, that the garrison should be spared, on 
condition of surrendering the place without re
sistance. / They inarched out on the 15th 
Sept. ; and, when about a mile from the fort# 
were fired on, and murdered, with tlm excep
tion of about 10 or 12, who escaped.

Fort Belview (Madison) on the Mississippi# 
was attacked on the 4th September, by the In
dians, with all the desperation that a want of 
real courage, could inspire ; the attack was re
newed daily until the 8th, when the Indians, af
ter suffering very swerely, withdrew, leaving 
the brave garrison safe. One soldier, who {vas 
out of the fort, when the attack commenced# 
w as massacred : no lives were lost in the fort * 
and only one man wounded.

About 11 o’clock in tlio evening of the 4th 
September, Fort Harrison in the Indiana terri
tory, was attacked by a vast number of Indians. 
The garrison was weak, and the most of then^ 
including its intrepid commander, capt. Z. Tay
lor, either sick or convalescent. The attack 
was continued# in a most furious manner, until 
about sun-rise the following morning, when the 
savages retired, driving away or shooting ali 
the cattle they could find.

Several expeditions were formed against the 
Indians, for the protection of the inhabitants, 
and keeping open the necessary communications. 
Colonel Bussell, with a small detachment of 
the United States* rangers, proceeded to the 
head of the Peori lake, where he destroyed the 
celebrated Pimertain’s town. Genera! Hopkins, 
with about 1200 troops, left Fort Harrison on 
the llth December, and succeeded in destroying 
several villages along the Wabash ; a party of
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62 that left the camp, in search of a man who 
was missing, fell in with a large force of horse 
and foot Indians : this party suffered a defeat 
with a loss of 16, making, with the missing 
man, 17. General Tnpper, defeated a nume
rous body of British and Indians, near the Ha- 
pids of the Miami : the difficulty of crossing 
the river and want of provisions obliged the ex
pedition to return, having lost * killed ; and t 
being wounded. Col. Campbell with 600 men, 
attacked one of the Massasinewa towns, on the 
17th and 18th December, and defeated the In
dians after a most desperate conflict: the 
American loss was 8 killed and 23 wounded, 
the Indian town was burned. Colonel John B. 
Campbell, on the 17th November, attacked tho 
savages at a town on the Massissinewa. which 
he burned, as well as three other towns further 
down the river, killing several, and taking 37 
prisoners : on the morning of the,11th Dec. his 
camp was attacked by about SOOlndians, who 
were defeated, after an engagement of about 
three quarters of an hour. The loss of the 
Americans in these affairs was 9 killed and about 
35 or 40 wounded ; about 40 of the Indians 
were killed. The Indians also suffered a defeat 
from colonel Williams, commanding the Ten
nessee troops.

These actions were well calculated to jpspiro 
■ the Indians with a proper respect for the Ame

ricans ; and, if followed up with continued suc- 
* cess, would tend to estrange the savage enemy 

•v from his British ally ; but a sad reverse soon 
occurred.

A detachment under the command of general 
"Winchester, being attacked on the 22d January, 
atFrenchtown, on the river Raisin, by a great-

IIISTOBY OP THE WÀH.
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ly superior force of Indians and British, aided 
by several pieces of artillery, suffered a defeat. 
The Americans lost no honor on this occasion, 
they defended themselves and fought with des
peration, even beyond the time when prudence 
and honor would have sanctioned a surrender. 
General Winchester, being himself a prisoner, 
agreed to a surrender of the troops under his 
command, on condition that they should he pro
tected against the savages, and allowed to re
tain their private property, and side-arms.— 
Thirty-five officers and *90 non-commissioned 
officers and privates were made prisoners, the 
number of killed was considerable.

The prisoners, who were in health, were 
marched to Malden ; the wounded were, con
trary to the terms of capitulation, left at the 
mercy of the Indians. On the morning of the 
2Sd, such of the wounded as were unable to tra
vel. were tomahawked and scalped.

The following is a copy of the report of a 
committee of congress, on this subject.

«* The massacre of the 23d January, after 
the capitulation, was perpetrated, without any 
exertion on their part, to prevent it ; indeed, it 
is apparent, from all the circumstances, that if 
the British officers did not connive at their de
struction, they were criminally indifferent about 
the fate of the wounded prisoners. But what 
marks more strongly 0ic dégradation of the 
character of the British soldiers, is^fhc refusal 
of the last offices of humanity to ttie bodies of 
the dead. The bodies of our countrymen were 
exposed to every indignity, and hecamefeodlbr 
brutes, in the sight of men who affect a sacred 
regard to the dictates of honor and religion—. 
l<ew indeed is the character of that army whick
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is reduced to the confession, that their savngtf 
auxiliaries will not permit them to perform the 
rites of sepulture to the slain. The committee 
have not been able to discover even the expres
sion of detestation, which such conduct must 
inspire, from the military or civil authority on 
the Canadian frontier, unless such detestation 
is to be presumed from the choice of an Indian 
trophy as an ornament for the Legislative Hall 
of Upper Canada.”

At a meeting of the officers who survived the 
battle of Frenchtown, held at Erie, (Pa.) the 
SOth February, 1813, the following statement 
and resolutions were agreed to.

Whereas it is deemed necessary that our fellow 
eitikdns should be informed of the late perfidious 
and brutal acts of the British government, perform
ed by their officers at the battle of Frenchtown,

Rctotvedi That the following statement of the 
conduct of the British officers, be published to our 
countrymen :
" That when general Winchester was taken pri
soner on the 22d January, 1313, and brought before 
colonel Proctor, the British commander, he directed 
the commanding officer of the Americans (major 
Madison) lo surrender. Major Madison refilled so 
to do, u"less those who surrendered should be free 
from savage massacre ; this was agreed to ; and the 
British officers pledged themselves to have a suffi
cient force with the wounded to protect them, and 
that they should be conveyed to Malden the next 
morning. They likewise promised to return to the 

„ officers their arms at Malden. < . .
* ^*Çapt. N. G. F. Hart, inspecter to the; north-west- 
«fn army, being among the wounded, it was pro
posed by his friends, that they should carry him 
With them—this they were prevented from doing by 
•apt. Elliot, a British officer, and an old acquaintance 
ef eaptadn Hart’s, who promised capt. H. his special
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protection—to convey him in his own sleigh to 
Maiden that evening, and informing him that he 
should be welcome to remain at his house there, 
until he should recover.

These were the /iromises of the British—Let oet 
countrymen and the world see how they were ful- 
illcd.

At the break of day next morning, the savages 
were suffered to commit every depredation upon our 
wounded which they pleased, jin indiscriminate 
slaughter took place of all who were unable to walk- 
many were tomahawked and many were burned alive 
in the hsuses. Among the unfortunate thus mur
dered, it is with regret and sorrow we have to name 
captains Hart and llickman.

The arms of the officers as promised, were never 
returned. Every species of private property re
maining in the tents, belonging to both officers and 
soldiers, were plundered by the savages.

Resolved, That in consideration of the high re
spect we hold to the memories of both officers and 
soldiers who were thus cruelly murdered, by per
mission of the British commander Proctor, and his 
subalterns, and those who gloriously fell in tht field, 
defending the only free government on earth, that 
each of us wear black crape on our hats and left 
arm for the space of ninety days.

Resolved, That a similar— procedure, testifying 
their respret for those who were murdered and fell 
on that day, be recommended to our brother officers 
and soldiers who survived it.

SAMUEL WILLIAMS, President. 
John BbcklXt, Secretary.

The little progress, hitherto made by tend, 
against the enemy, had determined the congress 
and general government on adopting a mere ef
ficient plan of warfare. ’Several new appoint
ments of officers were made j and commodore 
Chauneey was appointed to the command of the 
lake navy.
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The Commodore sailed from SacketCs Har
bor ou Lake Ontario, on the 8th Nov. fell in 
with and chased the Royal George until he lost 
sight of her in the night ; on the following day 
renewed the chase, and followed her into Kings
ton harbor, where he engaged her and the bat
teries, for nearly two hours—at sun down ho 
hauled off, being obliged, by badness of the 
weather# to return to SacketCs Harbor.

The Constitution frigate having undergone 
every necessary repair, proceeded from Boston 
on a second cruise, in October. On the 29th 
December, 1812, in south lat. 13. 6, and west 
Ion. 38. ten leagues distant from the coast of 
Brazils, fell in with and captured his Britannic 
Majesty’s frigate Java, after an action of one 
hdjir and 53 minutes. The Java carried 49 
guns, and upwards of 400 men, and was com
manded by captain II. Lambert, a brave and 
gallant officer. ' The Java was so perfect à 
wreck, that it seemed extremely doubtful whe
ther she could be brought to the United States, 
she was therefore burned in two days after be
ing captured.

The Java had been lately out of dock, having 
undergone a thorough repair, in order to carry 
out Lieut. General Hislop, who was going as 
commander in chief to Bombay, Besides her 
full complement of men, the Java had upwards 
of 100 supernumeraries, going to British ships 
of war in the East-Indies ; also several officers, 
passengers, going out on promotion. The num
ber of jhen was considerably more than that of 
the;C<pfl|titution. By her quarter-bill, she had 
one mp more stationed at each gun than the 
Constmllion had. The loss on board the Con- 

- etitutioa was 9 killed and %9 wounded. The
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enemy bad 60 killed and 101 wounded ; but by 
a letter written on board the Constitution by 
one of the officers of the Java# and accidentally 
found, it was evident that the enemy’s wounded 
must have been considerably greater j the let
ter states 60 killed and 170 wounded. This 
additional number of wounded men have proba
bly died, before they could be removed. A- 
mong the wounded on board the Constitution, 
was captain Bainbridge, the commander : cap
tain Lambert, of the Java, was wounded mor
tally.

General Uislop was immediately paroled 
with the officers of his staff ; and, at the re
quest of general Hislop, in a letter drited St. 
Salvador, Jan. 3, 1813, all the officers of the 
Java were in like manner paroled—Commodore 
Bainbridge restored all the private property of 
gen. Hislop, including articles of plate, to a 
large amount.

The Corporation of the city of New-Yorlt 
presented commodore Bainbridge with the free
dom of the city, on the 8th December, 1813.

The following resolution was passed by the 
Senate of Massachusetts, the 19th February.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Senate be gi
ven to commodore William Bainbridge, and the offi
cers and crew of the frigate Constitution, under his 
command, for their brilliant achievement in captur
ing and destroying his Britannic majesty's frigate 
Java—and that the commodore be requested to 
communicate the sanie to his officers and rrew, 
with an assurance from this branch of the legisla
ture, that they will hold in grateful remembrance 
those who fell in fighting for the essential and vio
lated rights of their country." -

Although it is a fact established, beyond the
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power qj^Contradiction, that every possible in
dulgence and attention were exercised toward 
the crew of the Java, yet were some of her of
ficers so ungrateful as to charge the Americans 
with having ill-used the vanquished in a variety 
of ways. In reply to a publication in the Bri
tish naval Chronicle, for May, 1814, by Tho
mas Cook Jones, surgeon of the Java, and ano
ther publication in the same paper, for June, 
by one of the lieutenants of the Java, charging 
the Americans with cruelty, kc. Mr. Amos 
A. Evans, surgeon of the frigate Constitution, 
published in the Boston Chronicle, a complete 
refutation of the British slander, concluding 
with the following words :

** I challenge the British to'produce a solitary in
stance, where they have given a faithful and candid 
relation of the result of their actions with us since 
the declaration of the present war. They have, of 
late, established for themselves a kind of national 
character, that, I trust, none will envy them the 
posses-ion of; they have proved, that although they 
may not always be able to conquer in battle. ; they 
can prevaricate, defame or mistake, with as much 
case as any nation on earth.”

Commodore Rodgers sailed from Boston the 
8th Oct. 1812, on his second cruise, having under 
his command the frigate President, the United 
States, capt. Decatur ; Congress, capt. Smith ; 
and brig Argus, capt. Sinclair. The President 
and Congress arrived at Boston in December. 
During their cruise, they captured the British 
packet Swallow, with 168,000 dollars on board, 
andShitisli ship Argo, laden with oil and whale
bone^ both of which arrived some time before. 
They saw no enemy’s cruisers bat the Nymphe 
and Galatea, which they chased, but lost sight
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•of in the night. The squadron have been as far 
east as long. 22, and to the south as far as lat. 
17 N. From the 1st to the 30th November, 
they never saw a sail. On the 22d October, 
lying to in a gale, the President sprung her 
mainmast badly, and on the 21st December, 
while lying to in the Gulf Stream, shipped a 
heavy sea, which swept the starboard gangway, 
started the boats, killed 2 men, and Wounded 7. 
The President brought in 50 prisoners.

The specie was landed from the President, at 
the navy-yard in Charlestown, and being placed 
in six waggons, each carrying the national co
lors, was thus carried to the state bank in Bos
ton, where it was safely deposited, amidst the 
huzzas of thousands of spectators. .

The commodore parted company with the 
United States and Argus the 12th October.

The U. S. brig’ Viper, capt. Henley, of 12 
guns was captured on the 17th January, 1813, 
in lat. 29 N. 83. 30 W. by his Britannic majes
ty’s frigate Narcissus, of 32 guns, after a chase 
of 5 hours.—No fighting.

Commodore Bainbridge left the U. S. sloop 
of war Hornet, capt. James Lawrence, off the 
harbor of St. Salvador, where she remained 
from the 6th, until the 24th January, blockad
ing the Bonne Citoyenne and another armed 
vessel. Being at length driven from her sta
tion by the Montague of 74 guns, which was 
sent to relieve the Bonne Citoyenne, captain 
Lawrence proceeded off Demarara river, Where, 
on the 24th February, 1813, ho fell in “with and 
engaged his Britannic majesty's brig of war 
Peacock ; the action lasted but 15 minutes, in 
which short space of time, the Peacock was 
literally out to pieces : an ensign, union down,
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was hung from the fore-rigging as a signal at» 
onee ofdistress and surrender. Lieut. Shuhrick. * 
who was sent on board her, returned with are- 
port that she was fast sinking, having then six 
feet of water in her hold. The boats of tl/a 
Hornet were immediately despatched, and every ) 
possible exertion made to keep her afloat until 
the prisoners could be removed, by pumping and 
bailing without effect, as she sunk in five and a 
half fathoms water, carrying down nine of her 
crew, and three of the crew of the Hornet, viz. 
John Hart, Joseph Williams, and Hannibal 
Boyd. Several of the Hornet’s crew narrowly 
eeeaped a similar fate, being saved by jumping 
into a boat that was lying on the booms, as she 
went down. \
" Thfe Peacock was\nc of the finest vessels of 

. her class in the British navy ; she mounted ltr 
twenty-four pound carronades, two long nines, 
one twelve pound carronade on her top gallant 
forecastle as a shifting gun, and one four or six 
pouridcr, and two swivels mounted aft ; her 
crew consisted, at the time of the action, of one 
hundred and thirty men. ,

The loss on board the Peacock could not bo 
ascertained by capt. Lawrence, but must have 
been considerable. Capt. Peake, her comman
der, and four men were found dead on board, 
and S3 wounded, most of them severely, three 
of which died cf their wounds, after being re
moved. The total of killed, wounded and drown
ed, was certainly 42, and probably more.

The Espeiglc, a British brig, mounting 10 
thirty-two pound carronades and two long nine’s, 
layabout 6 miles in shore, and within sight of 
thenclion : she declined coming in aid of her 
coirsort, or to approach the victorious ship, al*
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though eapt. Lawrence cleared his ship in ex
pectation of a second engagement.

Captain Lawrence, stated, that there were 
two impressed American seamen on board the 
late British sloop of war Peacoek, one a native 
of the state of New-York, and the other a na
tive of Norfolk. One of them was pressed two 
years and a half, and the other aboutis months 
previous, neither of them entered, and both were 
compelled to fight during the engagement with 
the Hornet.

Before the engagement commenced, the above 
mentioned American seamen left their station, 
went to the captain of the Peacock, and asked 
his permission to go below, with the crew of the 
briç Hunter, of Portland, as they could not fight 
against their country. This request was per
emptorily refused by eapt. Peake, and the two 
Americans were forced to their station, and 
compelled to fight. .

Capt. Lawrence further stated, that another 
impressed American was reported to have been 
on Itoard the Peacock, and that he was killed 
(luring the action.

The reader should not be carried away with 
the belief, that the commander of the Espeigle 
was a coward. That may possibly have been 
the ease, but it is far from being probable.— 
Those who wish to allow to American naval he
roes their well earned honors, will be readier to 
ascribe the modesty of the Englishmen te the 
effect of American prowess, than to British 
cowardice. Prudence is a virtue which often 
requires courage to exercise. Had the com- 
mander of the Espeigle eneoutiterCdthe victo
rious American, he would he defeated. He 
probably believed so ; and, believing it, he aet- 
W With prudence. o 2
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The following comment on the capture of the 
Peacock is extracted from the London Globe.

“ The lato captain of the Swallow packe',captured 
by the Americans, landed on Monday at Falmouth, 
from on board tlte Childers sloop of«ar. He con
firms the loss of the Peacock, whicfirstruck to the 
Hornel, after a severe and sanguinary conflict, and 
went down while the enemy were taking out her 
crew. Sixteen English and four Americans went 
down in her. The force of the two vessels was 
nearly equal. The circumstances, therefore, which 
have enabled America thus to add another laurel to 
her brow, it is most important to know, and we 
trust they will be fully inquired into. In the cases 
of capture by large American frigates, the mercena
ry writers for the admiralty have assured their read
ers that they have, by some charm, been able to prac
tice a deceptio viaua upon our navy ; that although 
apparently frigates, they are in fact great ships of 
the line ; but as no disparity of size is supposed 
to have existed in this disaster, Mr. Cvoker’s scribes 
will probably give out, that the crew of the Hornet 
were not of the ordinary race of sailors, but that ev
ery one was a Hercules in strength, and an Archi
medes in science."

The following appeared in a Ilalffax paper.
<l In our extracts from American papers our read

ers will find an account of. the capture of the Pea
cock. The good fortune of the Americans has not 
forsaken them ; on the contrary, it is more conspi
cuous in this than in their previous actions. Eve
ry one converaant with gunnery muat know, that 
had a vesael deed moored for the aOle purpose of 
making an experiment, it is not at all likely she 
would have been sunk in so short a time."

Previous to the action with the Peacock, 
capt. Lawrence captured, on the 4th Feb. the 
English brig Resolution, of 10 guns, from Rio
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Janeiro, bound to Maranham, which lie burned 
after taking from her about 23,0001 sterling in 
specie. On mustering the morning after the 
action, there were found on board tbc Hornet 
277 souls, including the crew of the American 
brig Hunter, of Portland, taken a few days be
fore by the Peacock. This additional proof of 
the superiority of American tactics has not 
been exceeded by any former instance. It may 
indeed be said to have decided the relative mer
its of American and British seamen", the supc- 
l-i ority claimed by the British is np longer main
tainable—the Americans rank decidedly as first 
in naval tactics.

Capt. Lawrence, while off St. Salvador, sent 
a challenge to capt. Greene, of the Bonne Cito
yenne, which the latter prudently declined ac
cepting.

The following resolutions passed the common 
oouncil of the city of New-York, on the 29th 
March, 1813.

“ Reaûlvedy That the freedom of the city be pre
sented to Captain Lawrence, together with apiece 
of plate with appropriate devices and inscriptions, 
and that his honor the Recorder be requested to 
forward the same, with a copy of this resolution.

Resolved, That in testimony of the high sense 
which this Common Council entertain of the con
duct of the crew of the United States’ sloop of war 
Hornet, by the capture of his Britannic Majesty’s 
sloop of war Peacock, in the unexampled short pe
riod of fifteen minutes, that the Common Council 
will give a public dinner to the crew of the United 
States’ sloop of war Hornet.”

These many and splendid naval victories de
served not only the applause but tbc gratitude 
•f the nation. Congress was not insensible to 
fills. A law passed that body in Macehr t
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appropriating the sum of. 825,000, to be distri» 
buted among the officers and crew of the Con
stitution, for the destruction of the Gureriere ; 
and a like sum of 825,000, for the destruction 
of the Java ; and the sum of 825,000, to be 
distributed among the officers and crew of the 
Wasp, for the capture of the Frolic.

The United States* frigate Chesapeake, capt. 
Evans, arrived at Boston the iOth April, 1813, 
from a cruise of 115 days, having sailed from 
the same port the 17th December, 1812.

From Boston the Chesapeake ran down by 
the Madeiras, Canaries, and Cape de Verds ; 
thence down on the equator, between long. 16 
and 25, where she cruised 6 weeks ; thence 
down the coast of South America, passing with
in 15 leagues of Surrinam, (was in the same 
place the Hornet sunk the Peacock the day af
ter she left) down by Barbadocs, Antigua, and 
most ofthe windward West-lndia islands ; thence 
on the United Slates, between Bermuda afid the 
Capes of Virginia, by the Capes of Delaware 
within 12 leagues, by New-York within 20 
leagues, th>nee through the east channel to 
Boston.

The Chesapeake captured, during her cruise, 
3 British, and 1 American vessel sailing under 
a British licence ; and re-captured an Ameri
can schooner. The Chesapeake was chased by 
two ships of war (a 74 and a frigate) off the 
Western Islands. Off the Capes of Virginia, 
g»ve chase to a sloop of war, and continued 
chasing for 2 days, when the sloop escaped in 
the night ‘ Seven men died of a malignant fe
ver; and 3 were lost by the carrying away of 
the main-top-mast, during a heavy flaw, the day 
before her arrival in port. * .. s.



HISTORY OF TUB WAR, 81

On the 26th April, the enemy in great force, 
invested Fort Meigs ; and, on the 1st May, 
commenced a cannonade. On the 9th May, the 
siege was raised. The garrison made success
ful sorties against the right and left wing of the 
enemy. Gen. Clay also attacked the enemy, 
with great success, and spiked several pieces of 
cannon ; but the Kentuckians, with too much 
ardor and confidence, remained on the ground, 
although frequently called on to return to the 
fort, until attacked by a very superior force of 
Indians and British, when they were defeated 
with a loss of about 500 men.

On the 25th April, commodore Chaunccy 
sailed from Sackett’s Harbor, having on board 
his fleet about 1700 troops, destined to com
mence operations against Canada. They arriv
ed opposite Tiittle York, the capital of Upper 
Canada, on the morning of the 27th April, and 
immediately commenced the landing of the 
troops, under a heavy fire from the enemy— 
After a very severe and sharp contest of half 
an hour, the enemy was repulsed by a number 
far inferior to theirs. As soon as the remain
der of the troops had landed, the enemy retired 
to his works. One buttery being carried, the 
troops were advancing towards the main works, 
when a tremendous explosion took place from 
a magazine previously prepared, and which 
threw out an immense quantity of stones, by 
which the Americans lost in killed and wound
ed about 200 men, among the killed, the gallant 
brigadier-general Pike. The British regular 
troops having retreated, the commanding officer 
of the militia agreed to terms of capitulation, 
and the capital of Upper Canada was surrerftler- 
od to the American troops. The American
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loss in killed and wounded, was 269. Enemy’s 
loss in kill&F, wounded and prisoners, 980.

As an evidence of the barbarity of the enemy, 
the following despatch from commodore Chaun- 
cey to the secretary of the navy, is given.

Sir—I have the honor to present to you by the 
hands of lieut. Dudley, the British standard taken 
at York on the 27th of April last, accompanied by
the.mace, over which was hung a human scalps------
These articles were taken from the parliament house 
by one of my officers, and presented to me. The 
scalp I caused to be presented to general Dearborn, 
who, I believe, still has it in his possession. I also 
send, by the same gentleman, one of the British 
flags taken at Fort George on the 27th of May. I 
have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
most obedient humble servant,

, ISAAC CHAUNCEY.
On the 22d May, commodore Chauncey sail

ed from Sackett’s Harbor, having 390 men of 
colonel M‘Comb’s regiment on board, and ar
rived near Niagara on the 25th ; the other 
parts of his squadron had arrived before, and 
landed their troops. The commodore had an 
immediate interview with gen. Dearborn, and a 
plan of operations against the enemy was agreed 
on. On the 26th, the commodore reeonnoiter- 
cd the position for landing the troops ; and, at 
night, sounded the shore. The morning of the 
27th, was fixed on for an attack on the enemy 
at Fort George. The heavy artillery, and as 
many troops as could he stowed, were taken on 
board the fleet, the remainder were ordered to
embark on board boats, and follow the fl^f__
At 3 o’clock in the morning, a signal was made 
for fhe fleet to weigh, and the troops were em
barked on board the boats before 4 ; and soon

82
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after, generals Dearborn and Lewis went on 
board the fleet. In the course of the morning, 
the different vessels advanced, and took posi
tions as directed. All the vessels anchored 
within musket shot of the Canada shore ; and 
in ten minutes after they opened upon the bat
teries, they were completely Silenced and aban
doned. The light troops, under col. Scott and 
major Forsyth, landed at 9 o’clock ; gen. Lew
is’s divisions with light artillery, under colonel 
Porter, supported them. Gen. Boyd’s brigade 
landed immWiately after; and generals Winder
and Chandler followed in quick succession.-----
The enemy, who had been concealed in a ra
vine, now advanced in great force to the edge of 
the bank, and disputed the landing with great 
warmth ; hut the coolness and intrepidity of 
the Americans compelled them to give way in 
every direction. The enemy soon deserted the 

* fort, which was occupied before noon by the 
Americans. The enemy lost 108 killed, 163 
wounded, and 113 taken prisoners. The Amer
icans lost 39 killed, and 111 wounded. In the 
enemy’s loss, 507 militia, who were paroled, 
are not included.

^itr to the taking of Fort George, three 
Americans in the camp, who refused to bear 
arms, were, by order of col. Clark, taken out, 
and without ceremony, shot ! This infernal 
scoundrel met with his deserts soon after—he 
was killed at the time of the surprise of gener
als Winder and Chandler.

A fire was kept up at intervals, during the 
succeeding night, from the batteries at Fort 
Erie. On the morning of the 28th, all the ma
gazines from Chippewa to Point Albino were 
blown up, the enemy retreated ; and Fort Erie
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was entered in the afternoon by the American 
. troops. »

In these different transactions, commodore 
Chauncey bore a spirited and useful part. The 
loss on board his fleet consisted of 5 killed and 
11 wounded.

Capt. Perry, afterward known as the hero of 
Erie, volunteered his services on this occasion, 
and materially aided in securing success. « He 
was,” according to commodore Chauncey’s re
port, “ present at every point where he could 
be useful, under showers of musketry, but for
tunately, escaped unhurt.”

The enemy, probably with a wish to perform 
some exploit that might balance his losses in 
the neighborhood of Niagara, prepared, with a 
strong force, to attack the American post at 
Sackett’s Harbor. On the 28th May, the ene
my’s fleet appeared, accompanied by a large 
number of boats. Jjicut. Chauncey, of the na
vy, came in from the lake, firing alarm guns. 
Gen. Jacob Brown, who commanded the fort, 
made every possible disposition to repel the me
naced attack. On the morning of the 29tli, 33 
large boats, filled with troops, came off from 
the enemy, and proceeded to Garden-islatMjkin- 
der cover of some gun-boats. The militia, sta
tioned near where the enemy proposed to land, 
fired with considerable effect, and then fled from 
their post. The enemy effected a landing with 
abbut 1200 men at Horse-island. A detach
ment of militia, under command of captain 
MfNitt, threw themselves, with considerable 
effect, on the rear of the enemy’s left flank, 
white the regulars, under colonel Backus, en
gaged and routed him. Gen. Prévost, who 
commanded the British expedition, retreated

€i
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with great precipitation, under protection of the 
guns of his vessels ; and thus saved himself and 
men from being made prisoners. According to 
a previous arrangement, it was agreed, that, in 
a certain event, the stores, &c. at the navy- 
point, should be destroyed. This event did not 
happen ; but some person, unauthorised, brought 
information to lieut. Chauncey, that the battle 
was lost—the stores, accordingly, were destroy
ed.

Gen. Jacob Brown, of the state of New-York, 
who commanded the land forces at Sackett’s 
Harbor, gave a substantial proof of those mili
tary talents, which, in all his subsequent opera
tions, were so conspicuously useful to his coun
try, and so uniformly honorable to himself, that 
even envy never dared lisp an insinuation dis- 
cretitable or dishonorable to the general. Sir 
James Lucas Yeo commanded the British fleet.

The enemy’s loss was very considerable, in
cluding several officers of distinction. The 
Americans lost about 150 in killed and wound
ed ; colonel Mills was killed, and colonel Bac- 
us mortally wounded. About 400 régula* troops 
sustained the heat of the action.

At the close of the action, a British barge, 
with a naval lieutenant, under a flag of truce, 
came to the bank of the river, and demanded of 
an officer who was standing there, in the name 
of the general and commodore, the surrender 
of Sackett’s Harbor. The officer replied “ No,” 
and the flag returned.

The pride and presumed superiority of Bri
tain on her own domain, the ocean, was mate
rially tarnished. The laurels plucked from 
France, Spain, Portugal, and Holland, were 
withering, and seemed to be transferred to adorn
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the brows of the hitherto despised commanders 
of the Lilliputian fleet of America. It was 
resolved, by the enemy, to retrieve lost honor. 
An expedient was resorted to which was success
ful, so far as the capturing of a ship, yet an 
astonished and admiring world remained unal
tered in the opinion, that the superiority of 
American tars was not lessened by the event, 
nor the fading lustre of British invincibility, in 
any manner, retrieved.

For some time before the 1st of June, the 
British irigates Tcnedos, Bellepoule and shan
non, were off the harbor of Boston, where the 
Chesapeake lay. The Tenedosand Bellepoule, 
having put a part of their crew on board the 
Shannon, proceeded to sea. The Shannon (the 
best frigate in the British navy) appeared alone 
off the harbor, on which the Chesapeake got 
under weigh, at meridian, on 1st June ; at 15 
minutes before 6, an action commenced, within 
pistol shot, and, in a few minutes, the vessels 
closed ; the arm-chest of the Chesapeake was 
blown up by a hand grenade thrown from -the 
enemy’s ship, and immediately after the Ches
apeake was carried by boarding, and the private 
signals of the navy of (lie United States fell ia- 
to the hands of the enemy.

The enemy boasted not of this victory, it cost 
him too dear and was an indisputable proof of 
American bravery, Never was there such car
nage between two ships, in so short a turns——- 
The loss on board the Shannon cannot be exact
ly ascertained ; the loss on board the Chesa- 
jteako yvas 48 killed, and U6 wounded. Total 
killed and wounded, 144.

Every officer, upon whom the command of 
the ship would devolve, was either killed or

8$
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wounded, previously to the capture of the ves
sel. The brave capt. Lawrence was mortally 
wounded.

On the authority of captain John Upton, com
mander of the privateer Cossack, of Salem, the 
following circumstances were published in an 
eastern paper.

“ After the enemy had complete possession of the 
Ship, and the men were ordered from the tops, Mr. 
Berry, a midshipman, who commanded the mizen 
top, surrendered himself as a prisoner, when two 
sailors rushed up, and seizing him by the collar, at
tempted to throw him overboard, but he got within 
the shrouds, when they seized him by the heels, and 
pitched him on the deck ! Being stunned by the fall, 
he lay some time senseless, and when he came too, 
he was cut over the head with a cutlass, which near
ly terminated his exigence. Mr. Livingston, ano
ther midshipman, after receiving a musket ball 
through his body, was run through the body three 
times, notwithstanding his repeated cries for quar
ters, (and after the enemy had possession of the 
ship !) he lived lohg enough to express his indig
nation at the brutality of his enemies, and expired 
in a few hours. Three men were killed in the hold 
after the capture of the ship, and they even fired in
fo the cockfiit, among the wounded and dying ! Ele
ven of the Chesapeake’s officers were confined in a 
small place, 9 feet hy 6, with a guard at the door, 
till their arrival at Halifax, and only 1 or 2 permit
ted to come out at a time. Men were shot at in 
coming down out of the tops to surrender them
selves, and other instances of barbarity took place, 
disgraceful to a civilized people.”

The boastings of British editors, and the re
joicings of British partizans, were rather mad 
than enthusiastic on the recovery of her tri
dent by the mistress of the deep ; but this rc-
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joieing did not long continue ; the facts con
nected xvith the engagement could not be long 
concealed. The cowardly superiority of the 
enemy, the unexampled bravery of the Ameri
cans, and the great loss of blood in defence of 
their flag, especially when contrasted with for
mer engagements, in which the enemy was de
feated, left no solid ground for exultation, no
thing of which to boast. The unprejudiced 
reasoner will be yet found holding the laurel 
and doubting whether to award it to the victors 
or the vanquished. The honors conferred on 
capt. Broke, by his countrymen, were justly 
due to great valour, of which he is certainly 
possessed, although, in this instanoe, it was tar
nished by a dastardly plan to render success 
certain.

The body of captain Lawrence was interred 
at Halifax on the 8th June ; on which occasion, 
the British officers joined in procession, to show 
their respect for a naval commander, xvhose 
heroism, skill and demeanor, drew respect from 
all, even from the enemy.

Captain Crowinshield, of Salem, (Ms.) hav
ing obtained a flag of truce, proceeded to Hali
fax in the brig Henry, at his own private ex
pense ; and, being permitted to take on board 
his vessel, the body of captain Lawrence and 
also that of lieutenant Ludlow, brought the 
corpses to Salem, where a funeral procession 

. ,toek place on the 17th August, with every mark 
of regret, esteem and gratitude, which the citi
zens could bestow. Judge Story delivered a 
suitable oration : the effect produced on the au
dience, when the orator pronounced the last dy
ing words of Lawrence, “ dont give i f the 
ship,” may be conceived ; to describe it would 
he impossible. k
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Mr. Edward N. Cox, brother-in-law to cap
tain Lawrence, proceeded to Salem, and, having 
received the bodies of the two heroes, convey
ed them to the city of New-York, where they 
were finally interred. The arrangements for 
a public funeral were made under the direction 
of a committee of the common council of the 
city.

On Thursday, the 16th September, pursuant 
to arrangements, the bodies of our valiant coun
trymen, Lawrence and Ludlow, were finally 
consigned to the peaceful tomb. The unusual 
number which swelled the mournful procession, 
and the undissembled sorrow which marked ev
ery countenance, from the highest to the lowest 
order, evinced, in an unparalleled degree, the 
public sympathy, and that the honors paid to 
the “ mighty dead” were not more conspicuous 
than deserved. On no similar occasion have 
we witnessed a testimonial of respect so univer
sal and sincere. It was indeed a day of mourn
ing. The hearts of hoary patriots and youth
ful heroes, beat m solemn unison, and the bright 
eye of beauty glistened with a tributary tear.— 
Not only the reflections arising from such a 
scene, but every transaction connected with the 
proceedings of the day, were calculated to in
spire with reverence the coldest aud most disin
terested spectator.

The concourse of spectators who witnessed 
this interesting and impressive exhibition was 
innumerable, and is supposed to amount to for
ty or fifty thousand. The streets were lined, 
the wimlows crowded, and the roofs covered 
witli citizens, viewing the grand and solemn 
spectacle. The cavalcade of boats in thé har
bor, from its novelty in particular, attracted

h 2

8*



90 HISTORY OF THE WAR.

much attention, and the wharves and the rigging 
of the vessels in the docks were crowded with 
spectators. V

The corporation made a provision of 1,000 
dollars for each of the two infant children of 
oaptain Lawrence.

An application to the British naval officer, 
captain Oliver, for permission to convey the 
bodies of Lawrence and Ludlow, l>y water, to 
New-York, was shamefully refused.

The following extracts, translated from a 
French paper, is worthy of a place here.

“The British, who had triumphed in so many na
val combats previously to the prevailing American 
war, have long relinquished the practice of rejoicing 
for victories obtained over a single frigate. If an 
achievement of that sort took place against any of 
the European powers, the detail of the action was 
merely inserted in the London Gazette, the papers 
of the metropolis echoed the narrative, paid a pres
sing compliment to the officer, and the affair went 
off, being recorded firo memoriay in the Naval 
Chroniclç, as a thing of course. Votes of honor 
from the corporation of London, a sword of a hun
dred guineas value, and parliamentary encomiums, 
were reserved for the hero who should destroy a 
fleet. The battle of the Nile, that of Trafalgar, 
and the like, were alone brilliant enough to excite 
the applause of a people grown callous to common 
feats of renown, and who, accustomed to vanquish 
every thing on the ocean, believed themselves om
nipotent on that element. In tht Americans, the 
British have found an enemy that has obstructed 
the agreeable train of their maritime ideas. The 
'•citizens of the United States aye the best seamen 
3fc the world. Their officers are men of nautical 

^ science, of çreat experience, and generally in the 
prime of life.- The first naval combat of the war, 
marked, not a simple equality of Skill and courage
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in the men of the two countries, but a decided su- ,, 
periority in favor of the Americans. If the En- * 
glish pride was mortified at the sudden reverse in 
the case of the Guerriere, the whole British go
vernment was thrown into consternation at the cap
ture" of (lie Macedonian, the Java, t^e Frolic, and 
the Peacock. Such rapid and successive defeats 
made the cabinet of ct. James bristle again ; it 
seemed as if all the English captains were doomed 
to pass, one after the other, under the Yankee yoke, 
or to the regions of the dead !”

“ A triumph gained by something very like an 
artifice, has given occasion to the most extravagant 
demonstrations of joy in London. A member of 
Parliament, whose name is Croaker> Which in the 
English tongue, signifies a noisy, but contemptible 
reptile, has pronounced on the occasion a most 
preposterous eulogium, and the corporation of Lon
don have treated the affair as if the fleets of all the 
world had been anchored in the Thames, as trophies 
of their valor ! Who is there that does not perceive 
in this vaporing of the Islanders, a real fear for 
their ultimate naval superiority ? The Ammans 
will soon recover from this event. They are 
pie that do not yield to misfortune. We had some 
experience of them 30 years ago ; and they have 
already evinced that they have not degenerated.’*/ -

The barbarous usage which the crew of the 
Chesapeake received from the enemy, when 
contrasted with the treatment which the brave 
Lawrence and his crew observed when they 
were victors, is the best possible comment on 
the character of both nations.

It is a fact worthy of note, and m the highest 
degree honourable to our brave tars, that on the 
day succeeding the destruction of the Peacock, 
the crew of the Hornet made a subscription and 
supplied the prisoners (who had lost-almost eve
ry tiring) with <>vo shirts and a jacket and brow
sers each.
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The following is the official report of an ex
traordinary event which occurred on the 6th June. 
Copy of a letter from majoi -general Dearborn, 

td the secretary of war.
Head-Quarter8, Fort George, June 6, 1813.

Sir—J have received an express from the head 
of the lake this evening, with intelligence, that our 
troops, commanded by brig. gen. Chandler, were at
tacked at two o’cloçk this morning by thp whole of 
the British and Indian forces, and by some strange 
fatality, though pur loss was small, exceeding 
thirty.) and the enemy completely routed and driv
en from the field, both brig.,generals ( handler and 
Winder, were taken prisoneis. They had adva. ccd 
to ascertain the situation of a company of artillery, 
when the attack commenced. Gen. Vincent is 
said to be among the killed of the enemy ; colonel 
Clarke was mortally wounded and fell into our 

-dQpds, with 60 prisoners of the 49th Biitish r< gi- 
ment. The whole loss of the enemy is 250. They 
sent in a flag with a request to bu;y their dead.—— 

t Gen. Lewis, accompanied by bsig. geu. Boyd, goes 
on MArke the command of the advanced troops. 

V|JAt appears, that on this occasion, (he advanc
ed guard of the American army commenced a 
sharp skirmish w ith the advance of the enemy, 
in the afternoon of the 5th June : the latter was 

- compelled to retreat into a thick wood, in the 
evening the Americans took a position behind. 
Stoney-creek ; the light infantry and part of 
the rifle corps formed the right wing ; the ar
tilleur, the centre ; the 6th, 16th find 23d iq- 
fhntry/and some riflemen, the left ; and the ca
valry in the rear ; the picket guards werfc 
Strong, and so placed as to «mound’ the en- 
•ampment with centinels. 'Hie whole force did 
not exceed 1006 men, but their dispotdtion w as 
the UesUlipt could be made. Throe hundred

I.
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men were encamped on the border ofthe lake# 
for'the protection ofthe boats.

About 2 o’clock in the morning, the enemy 
forced the picket, and attacked the encamp
ment, in the dark, with his whole force of re
gulars and Indians. The Americans withstood 
and resisted the enemy with such resolution and 
success, that, when the day dawned, none ofthe 
enemy were to be seen, but the killed and 
wounded, who covered the field of battle.

The attack began on the right and was gal
lantly repelled by the fire of the light troops 
and 25th regiment, commanded by maj. Smith. 
In a few minutes it/Became general along the 
whole line, and was nobly returned by the ar
tillery of the centre, commanded by captains 
Townsend and L. Leonard, and by the troops of 
the left wing, viz. the 6th under lient, col. Mil
ton, the 23d commanded by major Armstrong 
and the 16lh. The fire continued with'little in
termission for one hour, during which time thé e 
enemy attempted, by frequent charges, to break 
our line* but without effect, being obliged to 
give way by the well directed fire of our bravé > 
trOOpS. '"** ff':' ,

The 13th and 14th regiments (which had been 
detached the preceding evening) were active ill 
making prisoners, and advanced with much ar
dor to the field, in hopes of ^haring wit^h the 
gallant 5th and 25th, 23d and light troops, the 
glory of another combat. But-the. unfortunate 
capture of brig. gens. Chandler and'Winder» 
who were taken in the action unknowririe—any 
part of the army, and hurried to the enemy’s 
lines, prevented the future operations from be
ing carried into effect, with the promptitude 
which would assuredly hate taken place had



%$mrJfc ,w m
.Mj

94 W'wHISTORY OP THE WAR.

Fw

'either of those officers been present to com - 
mand.

As soon as it was discovered that generals 
"Winder and Chandler were prisoners, colonel 
James Burn, on whom the command devolved, 
summoned a council of war, a majority of 
whom decided, that the army otighten retire to 
Its former position, at Forty-mile-creek. .

The army on this occasion lias proved irs 
firmness and bravery, by keeping its position in 
a night attack, in which the yells of the Indian?, 
mingled with the roaring of cannon and mus
ketry, were calculated to intimidate. The ene
my charged repeatèdly, and so dark wfcs_4hc 
night, thjat our army could not distinguish friend 
from foe ; in one of these they succeeded in 
carrying off a 6 pounder, a howitzer and a cais
son, to the great mortification of our brave ar
tillery. It is presumed it was on that occasion al
so that we lost our generals, who were distinctly 

t heard encouraging our men to fight. The 
squadryi of dragoons remained formed and 
steady at their posts, but could not act on ac- 

‘“Hu nt of the darkness of the night, and the 
tlekness of the adjacent woods.

Jtefiort of frilled, wounded and missing, in.the action 
qf the 6th June, at Stoney Creek.

Killed—1 sergeant, l corporal, 15 privates. 
Wounded-— l captain, 1 sergeant, ? corporals and' 

34 privât- s. , */
Missing—2 brigadier-generals, 1 major, 3 cap

tains, 1 subaltern, 9 sergeants, 4 corporals, 80 pri
vates. ' . '• » ... ~ -

Total, killed, wounded and miesing, 454.
Correct returns from the reports of the’different 

dorps in thé action of the 6th inst. at Stoney Creek, 
J. JOHNSON, Ast. Adj. Gen. >
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The enemy acknowledged to have on this oc
casion, the 8th or King’s regiment, 280 men ; 
49th regiment 430—Total regular 710, beside 
«♦ a powerful body oF Indians, under the Chief 
Norton.” As the enemy makes no mention of 
his militia, and as he is known to under-rate 
his actual force, in every action, it may be Sup
posed that his force, in the engagement at Sto-1 
ncy-creek, was very considerable.

The American army took tip a position at 
Forty-mile-creek, 10 miles in rear of tfl* groupd 
on which it had been attacked. Here it was 
joined at 5 o’clock in the afternoon of the 7€b 
June, by a reinforcement under command or 
gen. Lewis. At 6 o’clock jti ihfe"evening,. the 
hostile fleet hove in sight % the Americans lay 
on their arms, during the night. At dawn of 
day, the squadron appeared about a mile frçm 
the shore ; about 6 o'clock towed in a large 
schooner, (it being a dead calm) with a view to 
destroy a number of boats attached to the Ame
rican army, which lay on the beach. By means 
of a temporary furnace, constructed in half an 
hour, under direction of eapt. Totten of the en
gineers, and by the successful fire from four 
pieces of Artillery, worked by the men of capt. 
Archer and Towson’s companies, the enemy’s 
schooner was compelled to retire,' without effect
ing the destruction of the boats. A party of 
Indians, having occupied a commanding emi
nence, commenced an attack on the Americans, 
but were soon dislodged, and forced to retreat 
before a party of volunteers, under command of 
lieut. Eldridge, adjutant in col. Christie’s regi
ment. Sir James Yeo, commander of the ene
my’s fleet having failed in his attack on the 
boats, sent a flag to tim American commander,
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demanding a surrender of the army ; to this a 
Vétbal negative was givqri. On the 14th, a part 
of the camp-equipage and baggage were put in 
boats ; ana -the weather* being favorable, the 
boats put off, without waiting for a detachment 
Of 200 men which were ordered to go on board 
for the purpose of protecting them, in ease of 
being attacked. It was for a short time calm, 
but B‘breeze springing up, when they had pro
cessed about three miles, they were bore down 
on. by an armed schooner ; the most enterpris
ing kept on and escaped, others ran to the shore 
and deserted their boats ;• twelve of the boats, 
principally containing baggage of the officers 
And men, were taken. At 10 o’clock, general 
Lewis put the army in motion, in order to re
turn to Niagara ; the Canadian militia and sav
ages hung on their flanks and rear,during the 
fetreat.

Lieut, eol. Boerstler Was detached,, on the 
evening of 23d June, with 670 men, to a plaoe 
called Beaver-dams, about 9 miles from Queens
town, to disperse a body of the enemy, collected 
there. The enemy’s force was understood to 
èonsist of above 80 regulars, 160 or 200 militia, 
and 60 or 60 Indians. Col. Boerstlei^s-detach
ment reached within about two mileoof Beaver- 
dams at 8 o’clock in the morning, when it was 
attacked from an ambuscade, consisting of 600 
regulars and 100 Indians, but soon repulsed the 
enemy, and then retired to a dear field, and 
sent an express fob reinforcements. ^ A rein
forcement of 300 bien, under command wf cel. 
Chrystie, was quickly marched to the aid of 
col.-Boerstler ; but, on arriving at Qnecnstéwn, 
was informed, that lieUt. eol. Boerstler, with 
his command had -surrendered to the enemy.—

1
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The reinforcement returned to eatftp. The 
American troops fought with great bravery for 
two hours, while surrounded by superior num
bers. Gen. Dearborn, ip his official statement,' 
dated at Fort George, June 36th, expresses his 
surprise “ why it should have been deemed 
proper, to remain several hours in a position 
surrounded with woods, without either risking 
a decisive action, or effecting a retreat, remains 
to be accounted for, as well as the project of 
waitingfbr a reinforcement from a distance of 
fifteen on sixteen miles.” This difficulty was 
soon cleared up by major Chapin, who com
manded the militia at the battle of Beaver-dams, 
but wha arrived at Buffaloe in the night of the 
13th July, having, together with bis company, 
escaped from the enemy, after being prisoners 
of war. Capt. Cbapin stated, that the enemy 
was considerably superior in number, notwith
standing which, lieut. col. Boevstler would have 
been able to maintain bis position or cut a pas
sage through the enemy so as to effect a retreat ; 
but at this juncture, a British officer rode up, 
and demanded a surrender of the American 
party. The demand was made, he said, to pre
vent the effusion of blood. He asserted also up
on his honor, and declared in the most solemn 
manner, that the British regular force was 
double that of the American, and that the In
dians, were 700 in number. Lieut, col. Boerst- 
ler, under a belief of these facts, and thinking 
it impracticable to get off the wounded, whom 
he was unwilling to abandon to the mercy, of the 

and deeming it extremely uncertain 
ta retreat could be effected, thought 

proper to agree to terips-of capitulation, which
r 4 »
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were at length signed by himself on the one •

. part, and by lient, col. Bishop on the other.
- , Capt. Chapin makes the following statement :
. ** The articles of capitulation were no sooner 
signed, than they were violated. The Indians 
immediately commenced their depredations,,and 
plundered the officers of their side-arms. The 
soldiers too were stripped of every article of 
clothihg to which the savages took a fancy, such 
as hats, coats, shoes, &c.” <

By the articles of capitulation, it was stipu
lated that the wounded should he taken good 
care of, the officers be permitted to retain their 
side-arms, private property be respected, and 
the militia immediately paroled. How charac
teristic of a savage and faithless enemy was 
this shameful violation of honor and good faith.

Major Chapin and his corps were detained 
under guard at the head of Lake Ontario» and 
no attention paid to the article of capitulation, 
which provided for their being paroled. On the x 
12tli inst. they were ordered down the lake to 
Kingston ; for which place they were embark
ed in two boats, accompanied by a guard of 15 
men, under the command of a lieutenant. Thir
teen of the men, with the lieutenant, were sta
tioned in the forward boat with major Chapin 
and the other officers, while the remaining two,
(a sergeant and one man) took the direction of 
the other boat, which contained lhf> soldiers.— 
An agreement had been entered into previews 
to their departure, of seizing the first opportu
nity that offered to regain their liberty, wltiçh 
they determined to effect or die in the attempt. 
"When they were within abonrl2 nules of Yeri, 
the boat which was filled with the prisoners, 
was rowed by them along side the other, under
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pretence of taking something to drink. The 
signal being given, they sprang upon the guard, 
who little expected such a manoeuvre, anu in a 
short time, disarmed them, and gained posses
sion of the boats. They immediately altered 
their course from Kingston to Fort Niagara, 
and after.rowing hard for most of the night, 
and escaping with difficulty from one of the en
emy’s schooners, which gave them hhaSfe, ar
rived in safety with their prisoners, at the 
American garrison.

•The following extract of a private letter from 
Fort George, made its appearance in a public 
newspaper in the first week in August. ;';h I 

“ A large hpat arrived two days since from Little 
York, contaiiong one lieutenant and 8 of his Britan
nic majesty's militia, captuçedbyS of our men (9 
regulars and 5 militia) taken at Beaver Dams. The 
lieutenant apd his party were conducting them to- 
Kingston-—our men rose on the English, and brought 
them here. Ano’.her boat, with H of Bocrstler’s 
men, bas just come in from York, bringing with 
them jheir sentinel and one other person.*" »

ft would bo an unpardonable injustice to (tic 
hrave Chapin not to give his own report of this 
heroic escape. The following is a copy of his. 
letter to gen. Deaiborn, dated Fort George, 
June lath,. 1813., , , it. ... ,

“ Sir—I have just arrived from my confinement in 
Canada, with my men, without our parole. Our rc- 
turn happened in the following manner : 1 received 
orders at Burlington Heights on Monday morning to 
go to Kingston-r-we set off accordingly under tbg 
care of a guard of 16 men, I had with me 38 men.. 
We all went on very quietly till 4 o’clock in the 
afternoon, at which time I gave a signal to attack 
the g*ard, which were stationed in the following or- 
depiko sergeant and one man in the boat with my

, 1
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melt, a lieutenant and 13 men in-the boat with me 
and two officers. At the signal my men run along 
side of the boat I was in. Lieut. Showers ordered 
them to tall astern, I ordered them on board—at 
vjhich time the officer attempted to draw his sword. 
I seized him by the neck and threw him on bis back 
—two .of his men drew their bayonets upon me—1 
immediately seized both bayonets at the same instant 
and threw them on thç top of the officer, and Ke^pt 
all down together } at the same moment, mv men 
seized rite guard and Wrested from them their armé 
—we then haying possession of the arms,' changed 
our course, and arrived here this morning half after 
two o’clock» all safe. We have brought two boats 
with us. - - ........ -

. I have the honor to be, very respectfully} your 
obedient servant, " • •: •*,

CYRENUS CHAPIN.*»
On the lltlrfoly, 250 British regulars cross

ed the Niagara below Black Rock* and moved 
up towards that place. A party of militia sta
tioned there fled at sight of the enemy, who im* 
mediately sef fire to the block-houses, barracks, 
leg, spiked several cannon, and took a Quantity 
of flour and salt, said to lie 400 barrels. While 
engaged in getting it off, they were attacked by 
a party of regular^, militia and Indians, who 
had come down from Buffaloe, and who poured a 
successful fire into them, which killed and 
wounded a great number. The enemy, howev
er, succeeded in getting off their plunder, lenv* 

« ing 9 ef their men dead on the shore. Our loss 
Was 1 killed and 3 wounded, 2 since dead.

On the 7th inst. the enemy attacked a guard 
> about a mile and a half from Fort George, when 

Meut. Eldridge, with 39 men, who volunteered 
Hader him, went to relieve them ; but in bis 
zeal to execute the order,he unexpectedly fatal
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himself surrounded in the wood by Indians, who 
opened a deadly fire upon bis little cor|)9, which 
cut down 18—a fow fled, and the remainder 
were taken by the Indians and stript, scalped 
and mangled in a horrid manner. Only 9 of 
the corps escaped.

During the night of the 4th July, a party of, 
the enemy, consisting, according to the British 
account, of‘4t men, but known to exceed that 
number, passed over in boats from Chippewa- 
to Fort Schlosser, which was guarded by only. 
12 men, whom the enemy made prisoners, to
gether with three 0f the citizens ; and also- 
succeeded in parrying off* some flour, salt pork, 
whiskey, &c. one brass six pounder, a few stands 
of arms, some ball-cartridges, &o. with which 
they hastily retired. The enemy bçjng rein
forced, returned on tlm succeeding evening to. 
complete Ilie.plundering, which his hurry jaml 
fears compelled him to leave unfinished during. 
Lis first visitr but observing a guard, he re
treated without attempting to land.

<_ A body of the enemy, consisting of about ^00 
men,.beside Indians, attacked the pickets at 
Fopt George, on the 17th.July, but were brave
ly/Tepulsed^after a contest of one hour. Al
though this affair was not otherwise of much 
consequence^ it was in a degree so, inasmuch.as 
it gave a full -opportunity of testing the conduct 
of the American officers engaged;, as it,was 
fought in detachment*» Gen. Boyd, in his offi
cial report,/highly, extolled Site activity and1 
fciavery of those engaged.. .

: A declaration of war, of which the following 
ism copy, was-iSsued by the Six Nations-of Ni 

- York Indians, iirtmedi.tteiy after the ihvasion of 
(tm state by the British. . .

1.2.V

■ I II



its
„ ' DECLARATION OF WAR, .'>*•-

La
BT THE SIX MATIONS OF INDIANS. /

Wê,'the Chiefs and* Councillors of the jfix Na» 
tions of Indians, residing in "the state of New-York, 
do hereby proclaim to all the Wzfr Chiefs and War
riors of the Six Nations, that WAR is declared c;v 
our part, against the Provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada.

Therefore, we do hereby command and advise alt 
thé War Chiefs to call forth immediately the War
riors Under them, and put them in motion, to pro
tect their rights and liberties, which our brethren, 
the Americans, are now defending,. ,

(Signed) By the Grand Cgunciilon.
general Dearborn had been for some 

time in a state of ill health. On the 15th July 
he was superseded in the command of the aflfcny 
on the Niagara frontier ; and was succeeded by 
gen. Boyd, the second in command. On this 
Occasion the general received* very affectionate 
address from general Boyd and the other officer» 
serving at Fort George. As, however, the 
cause of the general’s dismissal was the object 
of various conjecture, the following extract 
from the general order# issued on the occasion, 
will give to the^reader all the satisfactien ia our 
power to communicate.

«'The major-general commanding, haifog receiv
ed ood^rs from the secretary of war, to wore from 
the command of this army until hn health shaM be 
re-establish- d, and until further orders—the cpw- 
jnand devolves on brig. geh. Boyd. Were the ma
jor-general permitted to consult his own feelings, 
no consideration could induce him to leave the s»r- 
*»y at this important crisis ; but the first duty of a 
polditr is to obey his superior,.’*-
' Afcuot là, 1M> or 16th of Aliy, two#**#
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armed boats, each carrying a 6 or 8 pounder, 
and 60 men, sailed from Saekeft’s Harbor to 
cruise in the 8t. Lavtfrenco / On Monday, the 
19th, they fell in with a gun-boat, carrying a 
6 pound carronade, convoying 15 of the enemy’s- 
batteaux, captured them without the loss of a 
man, and brought them into Cranberry creek, 
about 49 miles above Ogdensburgh. The bat- 
teaux had w» hoard 230 bbls. pork, 380 bags pi
lot-bread, ammunition &e. bound from Montre
al to Kingston On Tuesday morning 3 of the 
enemy’s gun-boats, with 250 soldiers from Pres
cot, arrived off the creek, and landed their men» 
The privateersmen had hardly time to construct 
a breast-work of their hags of pilot-tread, be
fore .they4 were attacked 4»y 200«of tbf^meroy i 
and strange to tell, after an obstinate engage
ment, in'which from 40 to 00 of the enemy were 
killed, his force retreated precipitately 4o their 
boats, except 15, who- took to the woods, and 
werwpnrsued. The American loss \yas trifling, 
though it is not specified. 67 Britlsoprjaoners* 
captured in the batteaux and gun-boat; arrived 
at Watertown on Tuesday evening.

The employment of Indians tty the enemy 
rendered it absolutely necessary to attach the 
friendly Indians to the army of the U. States. 
On this occasion there was an opportunity of 
proving that the savage can abstain from those 
barbarous acts which the enemy must have ea

rn raged, or certainly- did* not attempt to pro
mt. ■

iy of volunteers andlodiansrjHider com- 
I of major Chapin, had a skirmish with the 

$my, near Fort George, on the 17th AuguW 
in which the latter was defeated and complete.

\



HISTORY OP THE AVAlt,

of the British Indians, and fuur whites! The: 
Indians, in a council lxchl with them previous to- 
this affair, covenanted not to scaJp or niuedrr. 
Their bravery in battle was as conspicuous as 
their humanity to the vanquished ; no insult* 
was offered even to the dead.

At day break on the 24th August, the enemy* 
w ith his whole force, commanded by Sir tieorge- 
Prévost, drove in all the American pickets at 
Fort George. A skirmish ensued in the vil» 
luge, with Tittle effect, when the enemy retired* 
leaving 15 of his men dead on the field ; and a 
few prisoners, including a captain of the 401b, 
The Americans lost 2 men killed and a few 
wounded. -

The pain of being compelled to relate the bar
barity of a faithless enemy, on almost every oe« 
easion where he had power, is pleasingly miti
gated by the contrast which tlifs acts of Ameri
can soldiers and seamen produce. Among the 
many, to» numerous for recollection or detail* 
the following will he read with satisfaction.

On the 21st September a company of volun
teers, principally of the village of Buffaloe, enit 
fcarked for Sugar I.oaf, (about 14 miles from 
Fort Erie) under command of major Chapin* 
with an Intention to surprise and capture a Bi i* 
fish guard, commanded by col. Warren- The. 
colonel had anticipated the attack, and had 
withdrawn himself and guard from the lake 

r. Jkime mHes into the interior: of the country.— 
The party took several prisoners, who were it’t- 
jnediatfly paroled ; and Sk barrels of flour and 
•a bale of blankets, all of which was the prepen- 
>y of government. There were several hundred 
barrels of flour at the mills, but there being no 
proof of its being public property,it was not ta-

*0*
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ken. The conduct of major Chapin, ia all his 
incursions into the enemy’s territory, has been 
strictly honorable ; carefully distinguishing be
tween friends and enemies ; justly discriminating 
between public and private property.

The American fleet, under command of com
modore Chaunoey, went out of the inner har
bor of Sookett’s Harbor, the 19th July, and 
sailed soon afterward. The fleet stretched over 
for the enemy’s shore, and from thence stood 
up the lake, and arrived off Niagara, in the eve
ning of the 27th July. Commodore Chauneey 
being informed that the enemy had a’considerà- 
ble deposit of provisions and stores at Burlington 
hay, had determined to attempt their destruc
tion. Having taken on board 250 infantry, the 
fleet proceeded to the head of the lake, but owv 
ing to light winds and calms, did not arrive to 
an anchorage before the evening of the 39th.-— 
Two parties were sent onshore, who took some 
of the inhabitants, from whom they, learned, 
that the enemy was lately reinforced, and that 
he hod from 600 to 800 regulars. The troops 
were, however, landed the next morning, toge
ther with some marines and sailors ; but, on re- 
eonnoitering the enemy’s position, he was found 
posted upon a peninsula of high ground, strong
ly intrcncted, and his eamp defended by about 
8 pieces <Kannon. It was judged inexpedient 
to attack nim with a force scarcely balf hia 
numbers, and without artillery. I’he men 
were re-embarked, in the course of the after
noon j and the fleet weighed in the evening, 
and stood for York, in the harbor of which 
place it anchored about 3 o’clock, P. M. On 
the 31st, the schooners sailed into the upper 
harbor; the marines and soldiers, under the
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command of colonel Scott, landed without op
position (upwards of 400 men of the enemy ^hav
ing left York for the head of the lake, two days 
previous to the disembarkation). Several hun
dred barrels of flour and provisions were found 
in the public store house >^plso b pieces of can
non, ll boats, and a quantity of shot, shells, 
and other stores ; all of which were either de
stroyed or taken away—a few prisoners were 
taken. • The troops were re-embarked on the 
1st August, having previously burned the bar
racks and public store houses—the expedition 
arrived at Niagara on the 2d.

On the 7th August, at day-light, commodore 
Chauncey discovered the enemy, consisting of 
2 ships, 2 brigs, and 2 large schooners, on Lake 
Ontario. He immediately weighed anchor and 
manoeuvred to gain (he wind. Roth fleets con
tinued to manoeuvre for several hours at a dis
tance from each other of about b or 6 miles, 
commodore Chauncey endeavoring in vain to 
bring the'enemy to action. Toward night it 
became quite calm, during which time the cobit 
modoro endeavored to reach the enemy by 
sweeps, büt without success, Wind, during the 
night, was very squally. At duy-light, on the 
8th, discovered that 2 of the schooners, the 
Hamilton arid Scourge, mounting together Id 
guns, had fhundered, and every soinQpn hoard 
them, except 16, perished. This accident gave 
the enemy a decided advantage, yet the com mo-, 
done offered him battlè, wlfich was declined-— 
In the afternoon the wind fell away, and the 
commodore again endeavored to reach the ene
my by means of bis sweeps, but was again un
successful. During the afternoon, the enemy, 
taking advantage of a wind which sprang up*

\
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wnd brought him to windward, endeavored to 
ent off the American schooners, but they were 
'able to^eomc into their station before he could 
reach them. Night coming on, and the weather, 
as on the former night, squally, the commo
dore, to guard against further accident, as well 
as to afford some rest to his men, who had been 
40 hours at quarters, ran in toward Niagara, 
and anchored outside the bar. Iiei*e he receiv
ed on board, and distributed in diffèrent vessels, 
ISO men, to aid in boarding, in ca#c he could 
close with the enemy. .

Soon after day-light on the 9th, he discover
ed the enemy ; weighed anchor and stood after 
him. The winds were light and variable, and 
before noon quite calm r at 5 P. M. the wind 
sprang up, pursued the probable course of tlio 
enemy during the. night. In the morning of the 
10th. discovered the enemy and gave him chase, 
until the wind changing bringing the eflemy to 
windwai-d, by which he was again enabled to 
avoid an action. Both fleets continued manoeu
vring until tl, when a firing commenced between 
both fleets. The wind favored the enemy and 
enabled him to effect one purpose of all his 
long and cowardly manoeuvring, bv separating 
two vessels from the remainder of the squadron 
and capturing the Growler and Julia.

On the morning of the 11th, the commodore 
got sight of tile enemy, but he still refused bat
tle. notwithstanding his increased advantage by*- 
thc capture of 2 vessels, and a wind favorable 
to him. A gale coming on. commodore Cliaun- 
cey returned to Sackctt’s Harbor, to obtain pro
visions, of which, his ships were nearly desti
tute. ’ ‘

Oh the 7th September, the enemy’s squadron
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- under command of captain Yeo, was discovered 
close in with the Niagara river. Commodore 
Chautloey’s fleet immediately weighed anchor 
and prepared for action. The enemy sailed to 
the northward ; the commodore in pursuit.— 
T|»e pursuit was continued all around the lake 
until the morning of the 12th, when the enemy 
succeeded in getting into Amherst-bay. Dur
ing the chase, there was a running fight, off 
Genessee-river, which continued three and a 
half hours ^ the enemy suffered much ; the A- 
lnerieans did not loose a man.

Commodorè Chauncey continued to blockade 
the enemy in Amherst-bay until the 17th Sep
tember, when a heavy wind from the westward 
favored his escape into Kingston ; and the Ame
rican fleet returned to*"Saekett’s Harbor. Af
ter a few hours delay at Saekett’s Harbor, com
modore Chauncey sailed again for Niagara, 
where he arrived on the 24th. On the 19th he 
saw the enemy off the False Ducks, but took no 
notice of him, in hope that he might follow 
the commodore up the lake.

On the 26th September, commodore Chaun
cey learned that the enemy’s fleet was in York- 
bay ; he prepared to weigh but was prevented 
from getting out of the river before the evening 
of the 27th. On the 28th the enemy was dis
covered under way in York-bay. The Ameri
cans formed a line for battle, and run down for 
the enemy’s centre. The enemy endeavored to 
avoid an action. At 10 minutes past 12, the 
enemy, in order to save his two rear vessels, 
was compelled to tack in succession, beginning 
at his van, when he hoisted his colors, and com
menced a fire on commodore Chauncey’s ilag- 
ship, the General Pike, for the purpose oi' co-
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vering his rear, and attacking the American 
retu* as he passed to leeward. By a happy ma- 
»ti6uwe, commodore Chauaeey defeated this 
part of the adversary’s plan, when the latter 
Lore away. The American ships» however, 
closed so near as to bring their guns to bear ; 
and in 20 minutes, the mam and mizen top-masts 
and main yard of the Wolf was shot away.—*— 
This ship immediately put before the wiod and 
set.all.sail upon his main mast; and,by.keeping 

.dead before the wind, was enabled to esoape.*- 
The ehase was continued until near 3 H. M, 
during which lime the commodore’s-shjp kept ' 
within point blank shot of the enemy, and sus
tained the whole of his fire, during the ehase.
. At 15 minutes past 3, the commodore was 
obliged to give up thectiase : his ship was mak
ing water so fast that it required all his pumps 
to keep lie** dear, and others of his vessels were 
much damaged. The enemy’s fleet was within 
six miles of the head of (he lake, where, owing 
to the stiffness of the gale,.both fleets might go 
ashore at a place in possession of the enemy.— 
The commodore, therefore, thought proper, to 
proceed to Niagara. The General Bike suffer
ed a considerable less of men, among whom 
were 22 killed or wounded by the bunting of a 
gUn. On the 1st . October, the commodore saib 
ed again from Niagara, taking unde» convey se
veral boats with troops for Sackett's Harbor. 
Having convoyed these as far as it was deemed 
necessary for their safety, he left them to pro
ceed coastwise ; and he bent his course in search 
of the enemy. > •

On the 2d October, at 10 A. M. the enemy 
was discovered steering a course for Niagara. 
Commodore Chauaeey ordered a chase-*the cn-

K
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emy avoided an engagement as usual, and was 
far ahead by sun-down. On the morAiogofthe 
Sd, the enemy was discovered at anchor dose in 
with the lann between Twelve and Twenty-mile 
creeks, but made sail, on discovering the Ameri
can fleet. .- The chase continued all day : the en
emy could barely be made out from the mast
head by sun-down. At day-light, on the 4th, 
he could not be seen. The commodore, sus
pecting that the enemy, availing himself of a 
very dark night, had shaped s his course for 
Kingston, directed his course for the Ducks.— 
At 3 P. M. the commodore discovered 7 sail 
near the False Ducks, gave chase ; and at 4 
o’clock, discovered them to be sloops and schoon
ers. At 5 P. M. gained considerably on them, 
which the enemy perceiving, he took the men 
out of a slow sailing gun-boat, and then burned 
her to prevent her capture. At sun-down when 
opposite the Real Dueks, the Hamilton (late 
Growler), Confiance (late Julia) and Mary-Anne 
struck tneir colors, and were taken .possession 
of. The Drummond soon after struck to the 
Sylph ; and on the following morning the Sylph 
took possession of the Lady Gore. But one of 
the enemy’s vessels, a small schooner, escaped, 
and she owed her safety to the darkness of the 
night. -j **,

Commodore Chauncey proceeded to Saekett’s 
Harbor with his prizes. The captured vessels 
^pounted from 1 to 8 guns eaeh, and were re
turning with troops from the head of the lake. 
The following are the number* and description 
of troops of the enemy made prisoners on this 
occasion, viz. i major, 1 captain, 3 subalterns, 
1 surgeon, 10 sergeants, 4 drummers, 202 rank 
and me, of De >Vatteville’e regiment ; 1 lieu-
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tenant, 2 master’s mates, S5 seamen and ma
rines, of the royal navy $ and 4 sailing-masters 
of the provincial navy. The enemy’s squadron 
was seen going into Kingston the same evening.

lé was cause of much surprise that- the Bri
tish were permitted to obtain an ascendency as 
to actual force on the lakes Champlain, Ontario, 
and Erie ; if they did not make all the use of 
their numerical superiority which they ought td 
have made, it must remain for themselves to 
oeplain. Commodore Yeo was brave and an 
experienced officer. His apparently cowardly 
oondfct on Lake Ontario, must have been thé 
result of his private instruction». It must be 
confessed that this surmise is ill supported when 
connected with the policy of the British com
manders on lakes Champlain and Erie. On 
both these lakes, the enemy reckoned on success, 
as what must certainly result from his superior 
tactics, supported by a superior force. He did 
try his strength and talents against the Yan
kees, and with his ships and invincibility, hand-* 
ed over to the Yankees all the laurels which 
were: gleaned from every other naval power.*— 
The Ameriean war, on the sea and the lakes, has 
disgraced, degraded, and humbled the proud 
mistress of the deep, and raised the aspiring 
and noble minded American to a height, which 
every nation in the world, except England, has 
witnessed with a pleasure or enthusiasm, that 
speaks a*language to the Briton, not equivocal, 
but galling, dreadful, ominous.

For some time, the enemy assumed,, and in 
fact, held the command of Lake Erie. His 
fleet was commanded by an officer of experience,, 
who tauntingly boasted of his superiority.— 
Commodore Oliver H. Perry was appointed <e
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lato command of the American fleet. The fol
lowing extract of a letter from him to the sec
retary of the navy, was dated 4th August, and 
announced his intention of meeting the enemy.

«■ I have great pleasure in informing ycu, that I 
have succeeded in getting over the bar, the U. S. 
vessels, the Lawrence, Niagara, Caledonia, Ariel, 
Scorpion, Somers, Tigress and Porcupine. The 
enemy have been in sight all day, and are now about 
4 JeagHes from us. We shall sail in pursuit of 
them at 3 to-morrow morning.” t

The following official letters from the com- 
modore are proofs of the modesty, as theSesult 
of the engagement was, of the undaunted here* 
ism rind naval skill of this great commander.
Copy of a letter from Com. Perry to the Seen-
• • : tary of the Jfavy.

U. S. brig Niagara, off the Wester* 
Sisters, Head of Lake Erie, Sept. 
10,1813, 4P. M.

• Sir—Tt has pleased the Almighty to give to the
arms ot the United States, a signal victory over their 
enemies en this lake. The British squadron, con* 
slating of 2 ships, 2 brigs, t schooner and 1 sloop, 
have this moment surrendered to the force under 
my command, after a sharp conflict. I have the 
honor to be, kc. i A 7

t>. H. PERRY.
Hpn. W. Jones, Secretary of the Navy.

Copy of a letter from Com. Perry to t1\e Secre
tary of the «Mrm/.

. U. S..schr. Ariel, Put-in Bay, 13th Sept. 1813.
• Sir—-In my last I informed you that we bad cap
tured the enemy's fleet on this lake. I have now 
the honor to give you the most important particulars 
of the action^ On the morning of the 4)th ins?, at 
sun-rise, they were discovered from Put-in-Bay,

*3»
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wken I lay at anchor with the squadron under my. 
command. We got under way, the wind light at S. 
W. and stood for them. At 10 a. m. the wind haul
ed to S. E. and brought us to windward ^formed, 
the line and bore up. At 15 minutes before ! 3, the 
enemy commencée? firing ; at 5 minutes before 13, 
the action commenced on our part. Finding their 
fire very destructive, owing to their long guns, and 
its being mostly directed at the Lawrence, 1 made 
sail, and directed the other vessels to follow, for 
the purpose of closing with the enemy. Every 
brace and bowline being soon .shot away, she became 
unmanageable, notwithstanding the great exestieps 
of the sailing-master. In this situation she sustain
ed the action upwards of two hours, within canister 
distance, until every gun was rendered useless, and 
the greater part of her crew either killed or wound
ed. Finding she could no longer annoy the enemy, 
Î left her in charge of lieuL Yarnell, who, I was 
convinced, from the bravery already displayed by 
him, would do what would comport with the honor 
of the flag. At half past 3, the wind springing up, 
sept. Elliot was enabled to bring his vessel, the Ni
agara, gallantly into close action ? Ï immediately 
went on board of her, when he anticipated my wish 
bv volunteering to bring the schooners, which had 
been kept astern by the lightness of the wind, into 
close action. It was with unspeakable pain, that 1 
saw, soon after I got on board the Niagara, the flag 
of the Lawrence come down, al^pugh I was per
fectly sensible, that she had been defended to the 
last, and that to have continued to make a show of 
resistance, would have been a wanton sacrifice of 
the remains of her brave crew. But the enemy was 
Bot able to take possession of her, and circumstan
ces soon permitted her flag again to be hoisted. At 
45 minutes past 3, the signal was made for « close 
action.” The Niagara being very little injured, I 
determined to pass through the enemy’s line, bore 
up and pawed ahead of their two ships and a brig,

* a .
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giving a raking fire to them from the starboard guns, 
and to a large schooner and slopp, from the larboard 
side, at half pistol-shot distance. The smaller ves
sels at this time, having go^ within grape and canis
ter distance, under the direction pf capt. Elliot, and 
keeping up a well directed fire, (he two ships, a 
Brig and a schooner, surrendered, a schooner and 
sloop making a vain attempt to escape."

Extract of a letter from Commodore Perry.
V. S. schooner Ariel, Put-in-Bay, 

13th September, ISIS.
R I also beg your instructions respecting the 

wounded. I am satisfied, air, that whatever steps 
1 might take, governed by humanity, would meet 
your approbation. Under this impression, I have 
taken upon myself to promise capt. Barclay, who is 
terÿ dangerously wounded, that he shall be landed 
as near Lake Ontario as possible, and I had no doubt 
you would allow me to parole him.” \

The following is the statement of the respec
tive forces of the contending fleets.
Statement of the force of the British squadron.C^,_ tL rat - 19 gUn8—4 en pjvet an £

2* howitzers*.
1 do.
1 do.

Ship Detroit

Queen Charlotte, 
ySchr. Lady Prévost 
sBvig Hunter 
ttioep. Little Belt 
Sehr. Chippewa

f 7 do.
IS do* 
io flo.

S do.
1 do, and 2 swivels*

63 guns.
Xote.—The Detroit was a new ship, very 

strongly built, and mounted long 24’s, 18’s and 
12’s.
Statement of {he force of the United Statto 

squadron.^ > t
Brig Lawrence 29 gens A V **'
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20 do. V
3 do.
4 do. (1 burst early ia 

action)
2 do.
2 do. and 2 swivels; 
Tdo.
1 do.
1 do.' r

71 guns.

The loss, on the part Of the Amerieans, was
i fnllnufe » '

Brig Niagara 
Caledonia 

Schr. Ariel 
< irv,

Scorpion 
Somers 

Sloop Trippe 
Schr. Tigress 

Porcupine

. Killed. Wouided. Total.
Lawrence 22 61 jss ;
Niagara ‘ 2 26 *r -
Caledonia S f „
Somers * ' 2 2.
Ariel* * 1 1 S 4
Trippe 8 2 *
Scorpion 2 2

g, ,-U-. . 87 96 „
Two days previous to the action, 67 men -ulr* 

fit for duty in the small vessels.
White giving the commodore’s own account 

of this action, we cannot emit his laconic tetter 
to general fTarrison. It has been called, by ar 
writet^M Cesarean brevity.” Osesar said** ve- 
tti, vldi, Vici,” bet Perry did not corner mere
ly by shewing himself to an enemy who reckon
ing on his own known superiority of force, and 
presumed"superiority fn tactics, calculated, with- 
great certainty, on conquering the Yankees.-* 
The battle was hard fougbt, and the less onr 
both sidervery great. Perry "might have said

. àür. ■ * A

1
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« veni viei” or as he would translate the Word# 
of the Homan general—" we met the enemy and 
they are ours but the addition of “ vid i” might 
favor the opinion that he won the battle from , 
the timidity or inactivity of the enemy, which 
would be depriving the brave Perry and hie 
orew of more than half their' merit.

* U. S. brig Niagara, off the Western Sister# 
bead of Lake Erie, Sept. 10th, 1813, 4 P M.

«Dear General—We have met the enertiy—and 
they arc ours. Two ships, two brigs, one schooner 
and one sloop. Yours, with great respect and es
teem, O, H. PERRY.’r

Hitherto we have seen the enemy beaten shi^r 
to ship, but now we were to witness them fleet 
to fleet ; and a more derisive or splendid victo
ry was never achieved. " From the best in for
mation,” says the heroic Perry in a letter to 
general Harrison, " we hâve more prisoner» 
than we have men dnrboard our vessels.”

Compared with this, all former naval victo
ries loose their splendfor ;. even the great Nel
son, were he alive; must rank below Perry.— 
Nelson never captured an entire fleet ; Perry , 
hew, and that with a fleet inferior in shze, 
weight of metal, and number of men.

The British fleet was commanded by corn, 
Barclay, an officer of great merit and much loved, 
by those under his command. A t a public dinner, 
given to this officer, at Terrebone, in Canada, he- 
gave a toast, which, while it proves life can
dor of the commodore who gave it, is an indis
putable proof of the merit of him whose name 
was the subject of it The toast was in the fol
lowing words : « Commodore Perry, the gal
lant and generous enemy.”

Soon after the victory on Lake Erie, the
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Presiilen^of tfce United States appointed Oliver 
H. Perry to the rank of captain in the navy.

The comlnodore was presented with the free» 
dom of the cities of Néw-York and Albany.

The thanks of congress were voted to the 
commodore, his officers, seamen and marines } 
and medals were presented to him and his offi
cers. 7 ' * ' - .

The thanks of tho Senate of Pennsylvania, 
with medals, were also voted to the*commjodors 
and those brave men who served under himi 
- Among the many testimonials of the grati
tude of his fellow-citizenr, too numerous to -de
tail, the following particulars of à present from 
the citizens of Boston, deserves ta be enumerat
ed, viz.

“ A Salver—of an oblong square shape, S3 inches 
long by 16 1-3 wide, with a bright gadroon edge.

Two Ice Pails, or decanter coolers, barrel shape, 
hooped round with a bright gadroon edge at top 
and bottom.

Two Pitcherty of a large size, Chinese shapq. 
With tops and bright gadroons at top and bottom.

Two dozen Tumblers, plain barrel shape, tfitb 
gadroms at bottom.

“ IVine Glas* coolers, each to hold a dozen glas
ses, oblong square shape standing on feet with balle 
ornamented with a bright gadroon at bottom and 
narrow rim at top, impressed with an oak leaf.

“ A Coffee Poly Tea Pot, Sugar Bason, Cream 
Ewer, Tea Cady and Slofi Bowl—all of oblong 
shapes,, standing on feet with balls at the corners, 
ornamented with deep borders, impressed with ro
ses and leaves, and with bright gadroons at top and 
bottom.

The large pieces bear the following inscrip'ion.
“SEPTEMBER io, 1815,”

Signalized eurjirst triumph in eguqdron—jf Verp
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superior British,for ce ton Lake Erie, 
was entirety subdued by 

COM. O. H. PERRY;
Whose gallantry in action is equalled only by pis 

humanity in victory.
PRESENTED

In honor qf the Victor, by the CITIZENS OF 
BOSTON

* This event was soon followed by the capture 
of Malden, and Detroit, which were entered, 
without opposition, by gen. Harrison, the 23d 
September. Gen. Proctor retreated to Sand
wich with his regular troops and Indians, hav
ing previously burned the fort, navy-yard, bar- 
raeke, and publie stores—the two latter were 
very extensive, covering several acres of ground* 

It has been remarked in the early part of this 
history, that, previous to the surrender of De
troit to the enemy, the Indians, with the ex
ception of a few who had joined the enemy, re
mained inactive, watching, with their usual sa
gacity, until they could discover on what side 
victory was likely to perch. True to their own 
insidious and cowardly policy, they went over 
to the victorious Britons, but no sooner was the 
effect of treason wiped off by the courage of pa
triots, than the savage withdrew from his em
ployers, and sought peace fro mg those against 
whom he had so long raised thè tomahawk.— 
By an official letter, written by gen. M‘Arthur 
to the secretary of war, and dated at Detroit, 
subsequent to the retreat of the British, it ap
pears that five nations of Indians, viz. the Otta- 
was, Chippeways, Pattewattemiea, Miamies 
and Kickapoos, have sued for peace. By an a- 
grèement entered into between them and gen. 
M< Arthur, on the part of the United States*

«
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they have agreed to take hold of the same to
mahawk with us, (the people of the U. States) 
and to strike all who are, or may be, enemies to 
the United States, whether British or Indians.’’

After the evacuation of Malden hy the enemy, 
gen. Harrison pursued the British, although he 
(Harrison) had very few horses, “ scarcely à 
sufficiency to mount the general officers,” whilst 
the retreating enemy had upward of 1000 hors
es. Notwithstanding this disadvantage, the 
Americans pursued their olyect with so much 
diligence, that they eame up with the enemy. 
The force, destined for this service, consisted of 
about 14,0 regulars, Johnson’s mounted regiment 
(Kentuckians) and such of governor Shelby’s 
volunteers as were fit fo% a rapid march ; the 
whole amounting to about 3,500 men. During 
the pursuit, which was attended with severe pri
vations, the whole army subsisting for several 
days upon fresh beef without bread or salt, and 
the infantry being without tents ; a considéra-. 
Lie quantity of arms were taken during the pur
suit, being deserted by the enemy, and much 
more destroyed ; these consisted chiefly of mus
kets taken, or rather, given to them by the ca
pitulation of Detroit ; two 2* pounders with 
their carriages, besides a large quantity of balls 
and shells, and two gun-boats, and several bat- 
tea ux loaded with provisions and ammunition, 
fell into the hands of general Harrison. The 
destruction of these were attempted by the re
treating enemy, but were saved by the activity 
of the pursuers. Near a place called M‘Gre- 
gor’s Mills, on one of the branches of the river 
Thames, the Indians were placed in great num
bers, to dispute the passage of the river. Upon 
the arrival of the American advanced guard, a
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heavy fire was commenced on it by the Indians, 
on the opposite side of the river. General Har
rison, expecting the attack would he supported 
by the whole force of the enemy, drew up his 
eutire army in ordfer of battle, and brought up 
two <> pounders to cover a party which was or
dered to repair a bridge, partially destroyed by 
the Indians. The Indian* as usual, when not 
early successful, fled, after suffering a consul-^ 
crable loss. The American loss was 2 killed 
and 5 or * wounded.

On the 5th October, general Harrison came 
up with the enemy ; the result cannot be given 
more satisfactorily than will be found in the 
following extract from Lis letter to the secre
tary of war. •

u From the place where ôur army was last halted 
to the Moravian towns, a distante of about three 
and a half miles, the road passes through a be< ch 
forest, without any clearing, and for the first two 
.miles near to the bank of the river. At from two 
to three hundred yards from the river, a swamp ex
tends parallel to it, throughout the whole distance. 
The intermediate ground is dry, and although the 
trees are tolerably thick, it is in many places clear 
•f underbrush. Across this strip of land, its left 
Mpfiayed upon the river, supported by artillery plac
ed in the wood, their right in the swamp covet ed 
by the whole of their Indian force, the British 
troops were drawn up. •

The troops at my disposal consisted of about 120 
regulars of the 2fth regiment, five brigades of Ken
tucky volunteer militia infantry, under his excellen
cy governor Shelby, avei aging less than five hun
dred men, and col. Johnson's regiment of mounted 
Infantry, making in the whole an aggregate some
thing above 3,000. No disposition of an-army op
posed to an Indian force can be safe unless it is se-
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j cured on thé flanks and in the rear. I had, there- 
, fore, no difficulty in arranging the infantry confor
mably to my general order of battle. Gen. Trot
ter’s brigade of 500 men formed the front line, his 
right upon the road, and his left upon the swamp. 
Gen. King's brigade, as a second line, 150 yards in 
the rear of Trotter’s and Chiles’s brigade, as a corps 
of reserve, in the rear of it. These three brigades 
formed the command of maj. gen. Henry ; the whole 
of gen. Desha’s division, consisting of two brigades, 
were formed en fiotcnce upon the left of Trotter.

While I was engaged in forming the infantry, I 
had directed col. Johnson’s regiment, whichii|Vas 
still in front, to be formed in two lines opposite to 
the enemy, and, upon the advance of the infimtry, 
to take ground to the left, and forming upon that 
flank, to endeavor to turn the right of the Indians. 
A moment’s reflection, however, convinced me, that 
from the thickness of the woods, and swampiness of 
the ground, they would be unable to do any thing oil 
horseback, and there was no time to dismount them 
and place their horses in security ; I, therefore, de
termined to refuse my left to the Indians, and to 
break the British lines at once by a charge of the 
mounted infantry ; the measure was not sanctioned 
by any thing that I had seen or heard of, but I was 
fully convinced, that it would succeed. The Ame
rican backwoodsmen ride better in the woods than 
any other people. A musket or rifle is no impedi
ment to them, being accustomed to carry them on 
horseback from their earliest youth. I was per* 
suaded, too, that the enemy would be quite unpre
pared for the shock, and that they could not resist 
it. Conformably to this idea, I directed the regi
ment to be drawn up in close column, with its right 
at the distance of fifty yards from the road, (that it 
might be in some measure protected by the trees 
from the artillery,) its left upon the swamp, and to 
charge at full speed as soon as the enemy delivered 
their fire. The few regular troops of the 27th re-

1
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giment, under their colonel, (Paul,) occupied, m co
lumn of sections of four, the small space between 
the road and the river, for the purpose of seizing 
the enemy’s artillery;Smd some ten or twelve friend
ly Indians were directed to move under the bank. 
The crotchet formed by the front line and General 
Desha’s'division was an important point. At that 
place, the venerable governor of Kentucky was 
posted, who, at the age of sixty-six, preserves all 
the vigor of youth, the ardent zeal which distinguish
ed him in the revolutionary war, and the undaunted 
bravery which he manifested at King’s Mountain— 
Wi<|k.my aids-de-camp, the acting assistant adj. gen. 
captain Butler, my gallant friendscom. Perry, who 
did me the honor to serve as my volunteer aid-de- 
camp, and brig. gen. Cass, who having no command, 
tendered me his assistance, I placed myself at the 
head of the front line of infantry, to direct the 
movements of the cavalry, and give them the neces
sary support. The army had moved on in this or
der but a short distance, when the mounted men 
received the fire of the British line, and were or
dered to charge ; the horses in the front of the co
lumn recoiled from the fire ; another was given by 
the enemy, and our column, at length getting in mo
tion, broke through the enemy with irresistible force. 
In one minute, the contest in front wras over ; the 
British officers, seeing no hopes of reducing their 
disordered ranks to order, and our mounted men 
wheeling upon them, and pouring in a destructive 
fire, immediately surrendered. It is certain that 5 
only of our troops were wounded in this charge — 
Upon the left, however, the contest was more severe 
with the Indians. Col. Johnson, who commanded 
on that flank of his regiment, received a most gal
ling fire from them, which was returned with great 
effect. The Indians, still further to the right, ad
vanced, and fell in with our front line of infantry, 
near its junction with Desha’s division, and, for a 
moment, made an impression on it. His excellen-
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cy governor Shelby, however, brought up a régir 
ment to its support, and the enemy, receiving a se
vere fire in front, and a part of Johnson's regiment 
having gained their rear, retreated with precipita
tion.”

The active Indian Chief Tccumseh, after 
evincing great resolution, and continuing to 
fi^ht although being badly wounded,fell, while di
recting a deadly aim at col. Johnson* The in
vincible courage of the colonel, and his great 
presence of mind, saved his own valuable life, 
and put an end to that of an irreconcileable foe. 
While the sanguinary Tecumseh was aiming at 
the colonel, the latter, although wounded and 
much exhausted, discharged his pistol with 
great coolness, and brought the ferocious sa
vage to the earth, where he was found dead.— 
The American loss amounted to 7 killed and 22 
wounded ; the British loss was 12 killed, 22 
wounded, and 60t regulars taken prisoners— 
The Indians, from the best information, suffer
ed severely, 33 of them were found dead on the 
field. Six brass pieces of artillery, and two 
iron 24 pounders, and a large quantity of small 
arms, fell into the hands of the victors. Every 
American will he pleased to learn, that among 
the field pieces, were three, which were taken 
from the British during the revolutionary war, 
and lately surrendered to the enemy by general 
Hull. Major-general Proctor, who command
ed the enemy’s forces, escaped with difficulty, 
accompanied by about 50 persons, consisting 
chiefly of officers of the army.

After this total defeat of the enemy, the mi
litia were discharged, and gen. Harrison, with 
his disposable regular force, accompanied by 
com. Perry, arrived at Prcsqtie-isle, on the 22d
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October, from Detroit ; from whence he sailed 
for Blaek Rock, with a view to co-operate with 
the army there or at Sackctt’s Harbor. By 
this excursion, he, in the short space of less 
than a month, recovered the territory of Michi
gan, punished, and forced into peace, the nume
rous hordes of savages, captured a British re
gular army, brought security to the inhabitants 
of the north western frontier of the United 
States, and marched triumphantly through a 
great portion of the Upper Province of Canada.

The instances of successful bravery, which 
had hitherto been frequent, were, in a manner, 
eclipsed by the following : e

Major George Croghan, in the 22d year of 
his age, was left, by gen. Harrison, in-command 
of 160 men, and with one six-pounder, at Fort 
Stephenson (Lower Sandusky.)

In the course of two weeks, there had been 
no fewer than ten rencounters; in one of which, 
the enemy carried a block-house at Fort Madi
son, on the 10th July, from which they attack
ed the fort, but without success. Four men 
were butchered in the block house.

It would appear, that it was gen. Harrison’s in- 
ftmtion, not to expose the small force at Fort 
Stephenson, to be cut off, by an enemy very su
perior in numbers ; and the major was, for a 
short time, superceded in the command, in con
sequence of disobeying an order to burn and 
evacuate the fort ; but, on his arrival at head
quarters of the general, he gave such satisfac
tory evidence of his ability to maintain the post, 
that he was immediately sent back, with direc
tions to resume the command.

On the evening of the 1st August, the British 
and Ihdians, who had come up the Sandusky
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river, from the bay, commenced from their 
boats a heavy cannonading upon the fort, and 
threw in a great number of shells from their 
bomb batteries. The enemy continued his op
erations without success until the evening of 
the 2d, when, after throwing a great number of 
balls from a six-pounder, at the northwest an
gle of the fort, for the purpose of making a 
breach, a column, under command of lieutenant- 
colonel Short, advanced to the point on which 
the artillery had been played, with intention of 
storming, but the judicious management of ma
jor Croghan, foiled the enemy in his attempt. 
The ditch, which surrounded the w orks, was 
about eight feet wide, and ot equal depth—this 
the enemy had to enter before they could ap
proach the pickets : (through the top of each 
a bayonet was driven in a horizontal direction) 
while in thi\ situation, the six-pounder, which 
was masked in a block house, and a ravine ad
jacent, poured upon the storming column a 
tremendous shower of musket-balls, which did 
terrible execution, and so confounded the as
sailants, that lieut. colonel Short, who had pre
viously ordered his men to “ scale the pickets, 
and show the damned Yankee rascals no quar
ters/’ exhibited a white handkerchief as a sig
nal of distress, evincing his disposition to have 
quarters given him, after he had proclaimed 
that the garrison should be massacred. It was, 
however, too late—the next discharge proved 
fatal—he-fell—and lieut. Gordon of the 29th 
regiment, died by his side. This was near two 
hours before sun set. The Gring from the 
block-house was principally directed at the en
emy who had taken refuge in tbe direction of" 
tfie ravine—the slaughter there was immense^

1 2
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and gin. Proclor, who commanded iu person, 
ordered (he allied enemy to retreat to their 
boats. The greater part of the night was oc
cupied in carrying off the dead and w ounded— 
from the number of trails discovered in the 
grass, it is evident that not less than 50 of the 
•lead were dragged away. About 30 killed, in
cluding the two officers mentioned above, were 
fvft in the ditch and ravine—and 30 prisoners, 
18 severely wounded, which gen. Proctor, in bis 
hurry, left behind, were afterwards brought in
to the fort. It is a fact, worthy of observation, 
that not one Indian was found among the dead, 
although it is known that from 3 to 400 were 

esent, under the celebrated captain Elliot.—
The number of British regulars was 490, from 
the 49th regiment. Major t roghan had but 
1 man killed, and 7 slightly wounded.

The British loss, by their own confession, 
amounted to 91, exclusive of Indians. There 
was, however, sufficient evidence to justify the 
belief, that it was considerably more.

When colonel Elliot demanded the surrender 
of the fort, he stated, that, unless his demand 
was promptly acceded to, a general massacre 
would ensue. And when colonel Short, who 
commanded the Hritish regulars, destined to 
storm the fort, had formed his troops in a line 
parallel with the ditch, he ordered them, in the 
hearing of our men, to leap the ditch, cut down 
the pickets, and give the Americans no quar
ter. This barbarous order, which none but a 
havage could give, was not, however, permitted 
to go unpunished ; for the words were hardly 
out of the mouth of the British commander, 
when the retributive justice of Providence ar
rested him ; and the wretch was obliged to sue
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for that merry which he had determined not to 
extend to others. It may be observed here, in 
honor of the character of the American sol
diers, that although their little band were well 
aware of the fate which the enemy had prepar
ed for them, yet, they were no sooner subdued, 
than the Americans forgot the crimes of the en
emy in their sufferings ; and the wounded in the 
ditch, whose groans and constant calls for water, 
were heard by the men in the fort, were supplied 
with that necessary article,on the night succeeding 
the discomfiture of the enemy, by the generosity of 
the Americans, who, with considerable hazard, 
ventured to risk their lives in order to alleviate 
the sufferings of the very men who had plotted 
their entire destruction.

Ifie brevet rank of lieutenant-colonel has 
been conferred by the President of the United 
States on major Croghan.

The ladies of Chillieothe have presented him 
with a sword and a flattering address.

On the 3d of June, a detachment of the ene
my, with a number of gun-boats, frotn Isle- 
Aux Noix, succeeded in capturing the U. S. 
armed vessels Growler and Eagle, on Lake 
Champlain, after a well contested defence by 
the brave crews of these vessels, against a very 
superior force. The conséquence was, that the 
enemy gained a very decided superiority on the 
lake.

The enemy reckoned on success in his fttture 
operations in this quarter, not only from his 
own superior force, but also, the unprepared 
state of the Americans. Com. Maodonough 
had not a sufficient number of seamen to man 
his sloops, and would be highly reprehensible 
had he been defeated in an attempt to recover
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r.s'r
the ascendency on the lake. There were no 
troops stationed at Plattsburgh. While things 
were thus situated, the British flotilla, consist
ing of 2 sloops of war, (the Eagle and Grow ler, 
lately captured) 3 gun-boats, and 44 batteaux, 
loaded with troops, sailors and marines, about 
1400 in all, under the command of col. Murray, 
crossed the line at Champlain, on the 80th Ju
ly, and entered Plattsburgh on the following 
day.

On the first information of the approach of 
the enemy, gen. Mooers gave orders for calling 
out the militia ; and when the enemy arrived, 
about 300 from Plattsburgh and the neighbor
ing towns had collected, who retired back a few 
miles, where they were joined by the residue 
of the regiment, from the county of Essex.

Although the officers who had dhe command 
of the expedition-, assured the civil authority of 
the village, that private property should be re
spected, and that citizens not in arms, should 
remain unmolested—yet these promises were no 
sooner made than violated ; the enemy, not sat
isfied with destroying the public buildings, such 
as the block-house, arsenal, armory, hospital, 
and military cantonments, wantonly burned tw o 
store-houses, belonging to Peler Sa illy, esq, 
and one belonging to major N. Z. Platt—took, 
and carried off several thousand dollars worth 
of hardware belonging to Erothinham, A Co< 
of Boston, which had been stored with Mr. 
Saillv. The destruction of private property 
was not limited to such as they could eat, drink 
and carry away, hut furniture, which could not 
he of anv use to the plunderers, was wantonly 
destroyed—tables, bureaus, clocks, desks, cup- 
hoards, and crockery, were eut and broken to

....
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pieces, and thrown about the houscs—books and 
writings were torn to pieces, and scattered about 
the streets.

The various excesses of the enemy, during 
their short visit to Plattsburgh, are described 
by several respectable authorities, to be enor
mous, cruel, and wanton, in a high degree.— 
“ Well was it,” says one of the witnesses of the 
scene, “ for our wives, sisters, and daughters, 
that they remembered the excesses at Hampton, 
and trusted not their persons to the mercy of 
the invaders.”

On Sunday, the faithless'ruffians, theunprin- 
eipled invaders, re-embarked, and stood out of 
the bay. They took a Durham boat, loaded 
with flour, and 8 sloops, one of which they 
burned.

On their return to Point-au-Hoehe, the crew 
of one of the boats landed, and part went to the 
house of a Mr. Williams ; , they found his wife 
out of the house ; two of them went in, to keep 
the husband in check, while the third attempt
ed to gratify his brutal desires upon her. Her 
husband, hearing her screams, came to her as
sistance, and in the struggle, the woman dis
charged the villain's gun, disengaged the bayo
net therefrom, which she stuck twice into his 
own back, and wounded him pretty severely ; 
the other two fled, and Mr. Williams and his 
wife bound the rascal, and sent him in; the in
habitants on Point-au-Roche, took the skiff in 
which they came, and the other soldiers. 1,

The United States’ troops at Burlington, un
der command of maj. gen. Hampton, consisted 
of about 4000 men. They were under arms, 
waiting the approach of the enemy, and would, 
undoubtedly, have defended their post against 
any attack they could have made on it.

12»
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On the 3d August, the enemy appeared Ire- 

fore Builihgton/and fired into the town for 
some time, hut no considerable damage was 
done. ïn the evening, of the same day, a de-: 
tachment proceeded to Shelburne, 4 or 5 miles 
south of Burlington, where they seized a sloop, 
with about 400 barrels of flour. The limited 
force under gen. Hampton, would not justify 
his detaching any part of his troops from the 
protection of property and stores under his im
mediate care : the marauding enemy wisely re
tired before reinforcements could have arrived.

It was the intention of the U. S. government, 
to make an attack on Montreal, before the win
ter would put-an end to the campaign. Theef- 
feéting of this object would give to the United 
States the entire command of Upper Canada, 
completely subdue the Indians, re-gain the con
fidence of the Canadians, which was suspended 
by the sudden retreat, and subsequent conduct 
of gen. Hull, and make an impression on the en
emy, which must incline him to peace, on just 
and honorable terms. A large force was order
ed to tiackett’s Harbor ; and gen. Wilkinson, 
who had the chief command, was ordered to 
use his utmost effort, and the greatest possible 
expedition in carrying the design into effect.

-On the 1st November, gen. Wilkinson’s army 
began its movement from Grenadier-Ishmd, 
down the St. Lawrence. They had not pro
ceeded far, before the advanced corps, under 
gen. Brown, was attacked by the enemy, from 
the shore. On returning the fire, the enemy 
dhpersed, and tlie army advanced.

The movements of the army, under general 
Hampton, were intended to facilitate those of 
gen. Wilkinson ; and both armies were finally 
to unite, previous to the attack on Montreal.
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The army, under gen. Hampton, moved from 
Chateaugay on the 2ist October, and arrived 
at its position at Sears’s, on the 22d—thus hav
ing, with incredible labor, surmounted 2* miles 
of the most difficult part of the route, through 
the extensive and almost impassible forest, 
which bounds ihe Canada line. After 4 or 5 
miles of open country, another forest of 6 or 7 
miles was opposed to their march, (which was oh 
the northwest side of the river). This the en
emy had made almost an entire fortification, by 
crossing it with felled trees, interspersed with 
breast-works and ditches : through these ob
structions, the enemy wàs to be assailed—a part 
of their forces, consisting of light troops and 
Indians, were posted in these defences, while 
the main body, commanded by Sir George Pro
vost, in person, was lodged in the rear, fortifi
ed with batteries and cannon. The hardships 
the American army had endured, the continual 
rains that were falling, and the obstructions in 
front, would have damped the ardor of troops 
less disposed to disregard all sufferings and per
ils in pursuit of glory, and in the service of their 
country—but on the contrary, partaking large
ly of the spirit which inspired their commander 
in chief, every individual seemed uncommonly 
emulous of the enterprise.

It was believed that the obstructions could 
not be forced by the main body, without great 
loss. To avoid this, the light companies, and a 
regiment of infantry) were detached at dark* 
on the evening of the 2Mh, to proceed on the 
opposite (S. E.) side of the river to a fording 
place below the enemy’s advance ; which they 
were to cross, and attack the enemy in flank 
and rear, while the main body should attack in

151
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front ; and thus, destroy the enemy’s defence 
at a blow. Owing to the darkness of the night, 
incessant rain, and the difficulties of the wood, 
the guide who conducted this detachment hav
ing lost his way, the party did not arrive at the 
proposed point. The battalion of the 10th re
giment, consisting of about 200 men, were, at 
the appointed time, (3 o’clock P. M. on the26th) 
at the entrance of the obstructed woo’d, waiting 
the attack of the troops on the enemy's flank, 
which was to be the signal for them to advance. 
At this moment, the enemy commenced a fire 
on this battalion, who promptly returned it, 
then charged and drove the enemy from their 
lurking places, dispersing them entirely, and 
silencing their fire ; in this the Americans bad 
only one man killed, and some 3 or 4 w ounded. 
At this moment, the firing commenced on the 
opposite side of the river, with some of the light 
companies, and it was here, and not in either 
of the main divisions of the army, that any se
rious loss, or the least confusion occurred ; the 
enemy was, however, soon dispersed in this 
quarter also. After waiting some time for the 
renewal of the enemy’s attack, the main body 
of the American army fell back slowly and in 
good order, the enemy not daring to show 
themselves, or in the least to interrupt their 
inarch, to a position 4 miles from the place of 
action. Here they were shortly after joined by 
the detached party, who had had some further 
skirmishing with the enemy of no great account. 
At this place they remained several days, with
out receiving the least molestation. The only 
failure of the expedition, is attributable to the 
miscarriage of the guide, which disconcerted a^ 
plan, that otherwise must have led to the cap-1*



HISTORY OF THE WÀK. 1S3

'x

tore of a considerable portion of the enemy’s 
force, and the complete destruction of his plan 
of defence.

The American actual total loss, in killed, 
wounded and missing, did not exceed 36 men. 
The whole American lorce engaged did not ex
ceed 225 men on the side where the greatest 
force of the enemy were opposed—the other re
giments, did not arrive until the moment when 
the enemy were retiring, and were only formed 
and in line, but took no part in the engage
ment.
. Colonel Purdy, who commanded the detach
ment which fought this battle, in his report to 
gen. Wilkinson, is very free in his censure of 
gen. Hampton. “ incredible,” says the colonel, 
“ as it may appear, gen. Hampton entrusted 
nearly one half of his army, and those his best 
troops, to the guidance of men, each of whom 
repeatedly assured him, that they were not ac
quainted with the country, and were not com
petent to direct such an expedition.”

“ Towards sun-down,” says the colonel, “.I 
sent gen. Hampton a request, that a regiment 
might be ordered down to cover my landing on 
the opposite side .of the river ; but, judge my 
surprise, on receiving intelligence that he had 
retreated with the second brigade, nearly three 
miles.”

“ Never, to my knowledge,” says the colonel, 
in another part of his despatch, “ during our 
march, into Canada, and while we remained at 
the Four Corners, a-term of 26 days, did gen. 
Hampton ever send off a scouting or reconnoitre- 
ing party, (except in one or two cases at Spear’s 
in Canada, when he detached a few dragoons 
for this duty) nor did he, from the time we COm-

ai
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me need our march from Cumberland Head, to 
our arrival at Plattsburgh, ever order a front 
flank, or rear guard, to be kept up, though s 
great part of the time we were in situations 
which evidently required it. True it is, these 
guards were occasionally sent out, not, however, 
by his order, but by the orders of the officers 
commanding brigades.”

The colonel winds up bis charges against gen. 
Hampton, by saying « Such has been the gene
ral’s conduct, on some occasions, that 1 have, 
in common with other officers, been induced to 
believe, that he was under the 'influence of a 
too free use of spiritous liquors.”

The official account of this action, by the 
British general Baynes, is very different from 
the above, but so improbable and wide from the 
truth, that it may, with much safety, be aver
red, that it did not meet belief from a single rea
der of any party.

As soon as general Wilkinson passed Kings
ton, and that it became evident, he must have 
designed the taking of Montreal, the troops 
which were stationed for the defence of Kings
ton, were employed in annoying and delaying 
the progress of the American army. «« The 
corps of the enemy,” says gen. Wilkinson, in 
his official report to the secretary of war, “ from 
Kingston, which followed me, hung on my rear, 
and in concert with a heavy galley, and a few 
gun-boats, seemed determined to retard my 
progress. I was strongly tempted to halt, turn 
about, and put an end to his teasing ; but alas ! 
I was confined to my bed ; maj. gen. Lewis 
was too ill for any active exertions ; and above 
all, I did not dare suffer myself to be diverted a 
single day from the prosecution of the views of 
government.”

*34
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On the 10th, about noon, gen. Brown, who 
was with his command in front, and some dis
tance below the main body of the army, wasen- 
gaged'With the enemy, at the moment when a 
strong party of the enemy advanced on the rear 
of gen. Wilkinson, with several galliesand gun
boats ; from whence they commenced a fire, 
buS were soon compelled to retire from the tire 
of a battery of 18 pounders, planted on the oc
casion. Wilkinson’s army came to, for the 
night, a short distance above the Longue Saut ; 
it was intended to pass it that day, but the de
lays occasioned by dis-embarking and re-em
barking heavy guns, prevented tne army from 
leaching the Saut as early as expected; and 
the pilots would not dare enter the Saut, (a ra
pid of 8 miles) at a late hour. At 10 o’clock, 
the following day, gen. Wilkinson received ad
vice, that gen. Brown, having forced the ene
my, would arrive at the foot of the Sant, early 
in the day. Orders were immediately given, 
for the flotilla to sail, at which moment, the en
emy’s gun-boats appeared, and began to throw 
shells among the American flotilla. General 
Wilkinson, calculating, from reports and ap
pearances, that the enemy only looked for a fa
vorable opportunity for attack, had determined 
to anticipate him, “ Directions,”'says general 
Wilkinson, " were accordingly sent, by that 
distinguished officer, eol. Swift, of the engin^ew?—0 
to brig. gen. Boyd, to throw the detachments of 
his command, assigned to him in the order of 
the preceding day. and composed of men of his 
own, Covington’s and Swartwout’s brigades, in
to 3 columns, to march upon the enemy, out
flank them if possible, and take their artillery. 
The action soon after commenced with the ad-



venced body of the enemy, and became extreme
ly sharp, and galling, and, with occasional pau
ses, was sustained with great vivacity, in open 
space and fair combat, for upwards of two and 
a half hours—the adverse lines alternately 
yielding and advancing. It is impossible to say, 
with accuracy, what was our number on the 
field, because it consisted of indefinite detach
ments taken from the boats to render safe the 
passage of the Saut. Gens. Covington and 
Swartwout, voluntarily took part in the action, 
at the head of detachments, from their respec
tive brigades, and exhibited the same courage 
that was displayed by brig.gen. Boyd, who hap
pened,to be the senior officer on the ground.— 
Our force engaged might have reached 16 or 
1700 men, but actually did not exceed 1800 ; 
that of the enemy was estimated from 1200 to 
2,000, but did not prolmbly amount to more than 
15 or 1600—consisting, as I am informed, of 
detachments from the 49th, S4th, and 104th re
giments of the line, with three companies of the 
Voltigeur and Glengary corps, and the militia 
of the country, w ho are not included in the es
timate.”

This battle (the battle of Williamsburgh) was 
oontested with a courage and obstinacy, that 
perhaps had "no parallel. To witness undisci
plined troops and inexperienced officers, substi
tuting courage and patriotism in place of mili
tary knowledge ; and thus opposed, for 3 hours, 
to a regular army, was a sight on which the 
guardian angel of America, must have looked 
w ith exulting gratification. Amidst a shower 
of musketry and S/irnpne/shells, the braie 
Americans, insensible to fear, dashed into tlm 
ranks of the enemy, whose position was strength-

iSS HISTORY or THE WAIT.
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ened by ravines and thickets. The enemy re
tired for more than a mile before the resolute 
and repeated charges. The brigade, first en
gaged, bad expended its ammunition, and was 
compelled to retire, in order, to procure a sup
ply. This movement so disconcerted the line, 
as to render it expedient for another brigade to 
retire. The artillery, owing to the nature of 
the ground, could not be brought up until after 
this event. The fire from the artillery was ve
ry destructive to the enemy ; but when direct
ed to retire, in passing a deep ravine, one piece 
was lost, but not until after the fall of its gal
lant commander, lieutenant Smith, and most of 
his men.

The whole of the line was re-formed on the 
borders of those woods from which the enemy 
had first been driven, when, night coming on, 
and the storm continuing, and the olyect of at
tack having been fully accomplished, the troops 
were directed to return to the ground near the 
flotilla, which movement was executed in good 
order, and without any interruption from the 
enemy.

General Covington received a mortal wound, 
while leading his men to a successful charge.— 
Colonel Preston was severely wounded, while 
fighting at the head of his regiment. Major 
Cummings received a severe wound, while mak
ing a charge, but yet continued to figtit until 
exhausted by the loss of blood. General Boyd 
has taken particular notice, in his official des
patch, of the merits of brig. gen. Swartwout, 
eolonels Coles, Walback, Johnson, Pierce, 
Gaines, Hipley and Aspinwall ; majors Morgan, 
OegtiPton, Gardner, Beebe and Chambers; péu- 
tenants Henry, Whiting and Worth. Thegea-

m£
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eral concludes his report in the following words : 
“ Permit me now to add, sir, that though the 
result of this action was not so brilliant and de
cisive as I could have wished, and the first sta
ges of it seemed to promise, yet, when it is re- 

• collected, that the troops had been long expos
ed to hard privations and fatigues, to inclement 
storms, from which they could have no shelter ; 
that the enemy were superior to us in numbers, 
and greatly superior in position, and supported 
by 7 or 8 heavy gun-boats ; that the action be
ing unexpected, was necessarily commenced, 
without much concert ; that we were, by una
voidable circumstances, long deprived of our 
artillery ; and that the action was warmly and 
obstinately contested for more than three hours, 
during which there were but a few short cessa
tions of musketry and cannon ; when all these 
circumstances are recollected, perhaps this day 
may be thought to have added some reputation 
to the American arms. And if, on this occa
sion, you shall believe me to have done my duty, 
and accomplished any one of your purposes, I 
shall be satisfied.’* r

After this engagement, the troops proceeded 
down the river without further annoyance from 
the enemy or their gun-boats, while the dra
goons, with five pieces of artillèry, marched 
down the Canada shore without molestation— 
The next morning the flotilla passed through 
the Saut, and joined general Brown, near Corn
wall.

On the arrival of general Wilkinson with 
general Brown, he learned that general Hamp
ton, instead of meeting him near that place, was 
marching towards Lake Champlain. The letter 
of general Hampton, announcing this unexpeet-
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ed movement, together with a copy of that to 
which it was an answer, were immediately sub
mitted to a council of war, who unanimously 
gave it, as their opinion, “ (hat the attack 
on Montreal should he abandoned for the pre
sent season, and the army near Cornwall should 
be immediately crossed to the American shore, 
for taking up winter quarters, and that this 
place afforded an eligible position for such quar
ters.” ^

Thus ended the campaign, and an expedition 
which seemed, in every respect, well calculated 
to effect its object.

General Wilkinson, who attributed the fai
lure of this expedition to “ the extraordinary, 
unexampled, and it appears, unwarrantable con
duct of major-general Hampton, in refusing to 
join this army, with a division of 4000 men, un
der his command, agreeable to orders,” ina let
ter to the secretary of war, of loth November, 
writes—

“ It is a fact, for which I am authorised to 
pledge myself, on the most confidential author
ity, that on the 4th of the present month, the 
British garrison of Montreal, consisted solely 
of 400 marines and 200 sailors, which had been 
sent up from Quebec. We have, with the pro
vision here, and that left at Chateaugay, about 
40 day’s subsistence, to which I shall add 30 
more.”

In a letter of the 17th November, gen. WiF- 
kinson writes—

“ After what has passed between us, you can 
perhaps, conceive my amazement and chagrin, 
at the conduct of major-general Hampton. The 
game was in view, and, had he performed the 
junction directed, would have been ours in 8-

i39
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days. But he chose to recede, in order to co
operate, and my dawning hopes, and the hopes 
and honor of the army, were blasted.”

The loss at the battle of Williamsburgh, in 
Upper Canada, consisted of 102 killed, 339 
wounded, including officers. The enemy's loss 
was represented, by authority worthy of credit, 
to exceed 500 in killed and wounded.
Statement of the strength of the enemy in the 

action of the 11th November, 1818, on Kes- 
ler’s field, in Williamsburgh, in Upper Cana
da—founded on the separate examination of 
a number of British prisoners taken on the 
field of battle.

Of the 89th regiment 
49 th do.

Voltigeurs 
Glengary’s 
Of the 100th

Canadian Fenciblcs 
Indians ^
Incorporated Militia

760
450
270

80 one company. 
40 a detachment 

from Prescott.
220

40
300

2160
Four pieces of mounted artillery, and 7 gun

boats—one mounting a 24 pounder.
After the troops went into winter quarters, a 

placard was distributed in the American camp, 
of which the following is a copy :

“ To the American Army at Salmon River.
“ NOTICE.—All American soldiers who are 

willing to quit the unnatural çar in which they are 
at presentengaged, will receivdÿ-at the British out» 
posts, the arrears due to them by the American go
vernment) to the extent of five month's pay. No
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man shall be required to serve against his own coun
try.”

This produced no desertions, nor any other 
6 fleet, except contempt of the wretched author 
of the placard.

A very handsome affair w as executed the 12th 
October, by a party of men, under command of 
col. Isaac Clark. The colonel, with his party, 
left Chazy landing, so as to arrive at Massas- 
quoi-bay at an early hour in the morning. He 
arrived, unperceived, within a few rods of the 
enemy, who were drawn up in order of battle, 
by their commander, major Powell. The ege- 
my commenced a fire on the left flank, but in 
ten minutes after the first attack, they laid 
down their arms, and surAndered themselves 
prisoners of war.

Col. Clark despatched capt. Finch, with bis 
company, to reconnoitre the course of a body of 
about 200 men, who were supposed to be ad
vancing against him. Capt. Finch proceeded 
with such promptness and ability as to surprise 
and oapture’the advanced guard, consisting of 
cavalry, except one man, who fled, and, giving 
the information, the enemy escaped.

The prisoners were then put on board boats, 
and sent to Burlington.

The whole American force engaged was 102. 
The number of prisoners taken was 101 $ the 
killed and wounded of the enemy 23.

The success of this expedition was material
ly aided by a knowledge of the country, info 
which he marched, which a commander of an 
expedition should always be full master of.

The following gallant action will be best de
tailed by giving the official report which was 
made, iu the following words :
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“ Charleston, (S. C.J August 21, 181/
« Sir—I have the honor to inform you, thajt the 

privateer schooner Decatur, of this port, arrived 
here yesterday, with H.. B. M. schooner Dominiço, 
her prize. She was captured on the 5th inst. after 
a most gallant and desperate action of one hour, 
and carried by boarding, having all her officers kil
led or wounded,except one midshipman. The Do- 
minico mounts 15 guns, one a 33 pounder, on a pi
vot, and had a complement of 83 men at the com
mencement of the action, 60 of whom were killed 
or wounded- She was one of the best equipped and 
manned vessels of her class I have ever seen. The 
Decatur mounts 7 guns, and had a complement of 
103 men at the commencement of the action, nine
teen pf whom were killed and wounded. I have 
the honor to be, with*great respect, your most obe
dient servant,

• >' JOHN H. DENT.
Hon. Wm. Jones, Secretary of the Nary.”
During the combat, which lasted an hour, 

the king’s packet ship, Princess Charlotte, re
mained a silent spectator of the scene, and as 
soon as the vessels were disengaged from each 
other, she tacked about and stood to the south
ward. She had sailed from St. Thomas, bound 
to England, under eonvoy, to a certain latitude, 
of the Dominico.

*fhe loss on board the Dominico consisted of 
killed 13, wounded 47, 5 of whom mortally.

On the 14th of this month, (August, 1813) 
the U. 8. brig Argus was captured by the Bri
tish sloop of war Pelican. The Argus saifed 
from New-York, the 21st June, for France, ând 
arrived at Le Orient, after a passage of 23 days* 
Where Mr. Crawford, minister from the United 
States to the court of France, landed. From 
Le Orient, the Argus sailed,-on a cruise, in the
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British channel, where she fell in with the Bri
tish sloop Pelican, fitted out for the purpose of 
taking the Argus. The action was well sup
ported by the Americans for 40 minutes, when 
the enemy succeeded in capturing the Argus, 
by boarding. The number of killed and wound
ed ^on boai*d the American will best explain the 
bravery with which the ship was defended, a- 
gainst a vessel, which the British editors ac
knowledged to be superior in size and arma
ment. Killed, on board the Argus, 2 midship
men, 4 seamen ; wounded, mortally, capt. Wm. 
W. Allen, commander, 1 carpenter, 1 boat
swain’s mate, 1 seaman ; ^wounded, severely, 
lieut. Watson, 1 quarter-master, 3 seamen, 1 
carpenter’s mate ; wounded, slightly, 8 ; total 
24. M

When captain Allen was removing out of the 
Argus, to be conveyed to the hospital, he ex
claimed—« God bless you, my lads,tve shall ne
ver meet again.”

The Argus, previous to her capture, had ta
ken and destroyed 21 sail of British vessels. 

The following statement will show the force 
of the two vessels.

Jlrgus—i6 24 pound carronades, 2 long 9’s— 
burthen 298 tons, 94 men fit 1er duly, 5 sick, 
the rest absent in prizes. *

Pelican—22 £2 pound carronades, 2 long 9*«, 
and 2 swivels—burthen 584 tons, men, 11 
of them volunteers, for the occasion, from ships 
at Cork. * *_ «jüf .#* -ë 

On the 5th September, the U. S. brig Enter- 
prize, William Burrows, commander, fell in 
with H. B. M. brig Boxer, capt. Blythe. The 
British brig was discovered at anchor, in shore, 
at i o’clock, A. M. Penmaquid bearing north
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8 miles distance. After some manoeuvring, the 
brigs approached at a quarter past 3, P. M. 
within half pistol shot of each other, when the 
action commenced. At 20 minutes past 3, the 
brave commander of the Enterprize fell, mor
tally wounded ; while lying on the deck, he re
fused to be carried below, raised his head, and 
requested “ that the flag might never be struck.” 
Thus lay the intrepid Burrows, until he learned 
the result of the action, when, clasping his 
hands, he said “ 1 die contented.” He was then 
taken below, and died in 8 hours afterward.— 
At 4 P. M. the enemy ceased firing, and cried 
out for quarters ; saying, that as their colors 
were nailed, they could not huul them down ;— 
a sufficient proof that it was resolved never to 
yield to a Yankee crew. Some of the crew of 
the Boxer have acknowledged, that she left 
port with a complement of 115 picked men, for 
the purpose of taking the Énterprizé, that 6 men 
were put on board a prize, ant| 6 ashore on the 
island of Manhiggen, leaving on board, when 
the action commenced, 104, which account a- 
grees with the muster-book, found on board of 
the Boxer. The number of killed and wounded 
on board the Boxer, could not be ascertained 
with certainty, as many of the former were 
thrown overboard, They .senior officer of the 
Enterprize states it, from thé beat information 
he could obtain, at between 20 and 30 kiUed, 
and 14 wounded. Capt. Blythe, the command
er of the Boxer, was among the killed. The 
following extract of a letter fAnn capt. Hull to 
commodore Bainbridge, is too important to be 
omitted. * ,

“ I yesterday visited the two brigs, and was as
tonished to see the difference of injury,sustained in
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-the action. The Enterfirize has byt one 18 pound 
shot in her hull, one in her mainmast, and one in her 
foremast ; her sails are much cut with grape shot, 
and there are a great number of grape lodged in her 
sides, but no injury done by them. The Boxer has 
eighteen or twenty 18 pound shot in her hull, most 
of them at the water's edge, several stands of 18 
pound grape stick in her side, and such; a quantity 
of small grape, that I did not undertake to count 
them. Her masts, sails and spars, are literally cut 
to pieces, several of her guns dismounted and un- 
St for service ; her topgallant forecastle nearly ta
ken off by the shot ; her boats cut to pieces, and 
her quarters injured in proportion. To give you 
an idea of the quantity of shot about her, I inform 
you, that I counted id her mainmast alone, three 18 
pound shot holes, 18 large grape shot holes, 16 
musket ball holes, and a large number of smaller 
shot holes, and without counting above the cat har- 
pins. We find it impossible to get at the number 
killed ; no papers are found by which we can ascer
tain it—I, however, counted upwards of 90 ham
mocks, which were in her netting with beds in 
them, besides several beds without hammocks ;— ' 
she has excellent accommodations for alt her offi
cers below in state rooms, so that I have no doubt 
that she had 100 men on board. . We know that 
she has several of the Rattler’s men, and a quantity 
of wads was taken out of the Rattler, loaded wi*h 
4 large grape shot, with a small hole 4n the centre, 
to put in a cartridge, that the insid&Jof the wad may 
take fire when it leaves the gun. In short, she h 
in every respect completely fitted ; and her accom
modations exceed any thing I have seen in a vessel 
of her class.” * *• '
- If there is an American who would deny the 
honor due, on this occasion, to the ^(neriean 
tars, let him read the following from a London 
paper, and yield, however unwillingly, the palm
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to the first nation in the world, the hitherto 
despised citizens of the United States. The 
following is a copy of the extract alluded to.

“ Among the American news, which is to be found 
in the papers just received from that country, it 
pains us to find a full confirmation of the loss of his 
majesty’s brig Boxer, which has added another lau
rel to the naval honors of the United States. The 
vessel by which she was captured is represented 
(falsely we believe) as of only equal force with her
self ; but what we regret to perceive stated, and 
trust will be found much exaggerated, is, that tho 
Boxer was literally cut to pieces in sails, rigging, 
spars and hull ; whilst the Enterprise (her antago
nist) was in a situation to commence a similar action 
immediately afterwards. 'Qpe fact seems to be but 
too clearly established, that the Americans have 
some superior mode qf [firing ; and we cannot be 
too anxiously employed in discovering to what cir
cumstances that superiority is owing. The Boxer 
was certainly not lost for want of heroism. The 
British captain nailed his colors to the mast, and 

% happily did not live to see them struck. Both com
manders died in the action, which appears to have 
been of the most desperate kind ; and both were 
buried at the same time, in the port to which the 
rize was carried.”

The loss on board the Enterprize, was—
1 ordinary seaman, killed ; t commander, 

(Burrows), 1 midshipman, (K. Waters), 1 car
penter’s mate, mortally wounded ; 3 quarter
masters, 1 boatswain’s mate, 5 seamen, 1 ma
rine, wounded.—Total 14.

The remains of the gallant commanders, 
(Burrows and Blythe) were buried in Portland, 
with military honors. Capt. Blythe, of the 
Boxer, was one of the pall-bearers, at the fune
ral honors paid to the late capt. Lawrence, at 
Halifax. 7
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The U. S. brig Enterprize was formerly a 
schooner, and is the same vessel with which 
lient. Sterrett, in August, 1801, captured, with* 
out the loss of a man, the Tripolitan ship of 
war Trijioli, of 14 guns and 85 men, 50 of whom 
were killed and wounded.

By a resolution of congress, the president of 
the United States was requested to present to 
the nearest male relative of lieut. William Bur
rows, and to lieut. H. M‘Call, of the brig En
terprize. a gold medal ; and a silver medal to 
each olVhe commissioned officers of said vessel.

The president of the United States, having 
considered the Boxer as equal in force to the 
Enterprize, has ordered her to be delivered up 
for the benefit of the captors.

Com. Rodgers arrived at Newport, the 26llr 
September, in the frigate President, having 
sailed from Boston, on lus third cruise, in com
pany with the Congress, the 30th of April pre
ceding. After parting company with the Con
gress, on the 8th May, in Ion. flu W. lat. 39, 
30, N. he shaped his course to the southward 
of the Grand Bank, with the view to intercept 
the enemy’s West-India trade : being disap
pointed in this quarter, he pursued a route to 
the northward, on a parallel with the eastern, 
edge of the Grand Bank, so as to cross the 
tracks of the West-India, Halifax, Quebec, and 
St. John’s trade. Not being successful, after 
reaching the latitude of 48 N. he steered to
ward the Azores, off which he continued until 
the 6th June, without meeting an enemy’s ves
sel. From hence, he crowded sail to the N. E. 
in search of an enemy’s convoy, which be learn
ed, was* seen sailing from the West-Indics, to 
England. Although disappointed in falling in-
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with the convoy, he nevertheless made * cap
tures, the 9th and 13th of June. This brought 
him so far to the north and east, that he re
solved on going into the North Sea. He put 
into North Bergen on the 27th June, to procure 
provisions and water, not having seen any ene
my’s vessel since the 13th. At Bergen he could 
procure only water ; and departed from thence 
the 2d July, stretching over towards the Ork-* 
ney-islands ; and from thence towards the 
North Cape, in search of a British convoy, that 
was to sail from Archangel, of whiclStie ob
tained information from 2 vessels, wHIcli he 
captured on the 13th and 18th July, fti this 
abject he was disappointed, by the appearance 
of 2 of the enemy’s ships of war (a line of bat
tle ship and a frigate) off the NoHh Cape, on 
the 19th July. The President was chased by 
these 2 ships for 80 hours, but effected hen es
cape. The commodore next proceeded to a sta
tion where he might intercept the trade passing 
into and out of the Irish channel. In this posi
tion, he made 3 captures, between the 25th Ju
ly and 1st August ; when, fearing the great su
perior force of the enemy in that quarter, he 
changed his ground ; and, after taking a cir
cuit round Ireland, and getting into the latitude 
of Cape Clear, he steered for the banks of New
foundland, near which he made 2 captures.— 
From the Banks, lie steered for the United 
States ; and, being short of provisions, was 
compelled to*make the first port, into which he 
could safely enter. He brought in with him, H. 
B. M. sclir. High Flyer,a tenderto admiral War
ren, captured on the 23d July. He tqok 271 
prisoners ; 216 of whom were sent home in car
tels, and 55 brought home in the President.
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The movements, on the Niagara frontier, be
gun at this lime, to wear a very serious aspect.

The following address was circulated in the 
western district of the state of New-York.
“ TO THE PATRIOTS OF THE WESTERN 

DISTRICT.
“ The period being at hand which is to decide 

the fate of the province of Upper Canada, and the 
command of the Niagara frontier having devolved 
on me ; I think proper to invite the old and young 
patriots of the Western District, to jom my brigade 
in defence of their country and lights—any number 
not exceeding 1000 will be accepted and organized 
immediately on their arrival at Lewiston, and offi
cered by the choice of their men. As the move
ments of an army require secrecy, objects in view 
cannot be particularly developed ; but those who 
feel disposed to distinguish themselves and render 
services to their country, may be assured that some
thing efficient and decisive-will be done. The term 
of service will be 2 months, if not sooner discharg
ed : and every thing shall be done to render their* 
situations as comfortable as possible. I wish none 
to volunteer who may have any conrtitutional object 
tions to cross the Niagara river. 1,400 of my bri
gade have already volunteered to cross the river, 
and go wherever they may be required ; and 600 
of them are now doing duty at Fort George. I Hat
ter myself that no othér consideration need be urg
ed, than love of country, to excite the patriotism of' 
the yeomanry of the Western District-'

“ Given at head-Quarters, Lewiston, October 2d, - 
1813. GEO. M‘f'LURE,Brig. Gen.

Commanding Niagara Frontier.”
A considerable number of patriotic volunteers1 

Socked, on ibis occasion, to the standard of gen. 
M-Clure.

The following is an extract of the general's
ni
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letter to governor Tompkins, of the state ofNew- 
York, dated Fort George. 6th October, 1813.
“We have commenced offensive operations a- 

gainst the enemy. About 500 militia volunteers, 
and about 150 Indians, commanded by col. Chapin, 
attacked the picket guard of the enemy about a mile 
and an half from Fort Grorge, and drove them in 
upon the main body, when the enemy opened a fire 
from several field pieces Our men retired in good 
order into the fort, with the loss of one man killed 
and 2 or three wounded. The enemy’s loss was 7 
killed, many wounded, and 4 prisoners.

“ In a short time,the enemy appeared in consider
able force within 500 yards of the fort, at the edge 
of the woods ; Chapin again sallied out with about 
300 men and some Indians, commenced a brisk fire 
on the whole of the enemy's line, and drove them 
half a mile—but, perceiving, by the movements of 
the enemy, that they would outflank us, I ordered 
£00 to reinforce him, and in two detachments to at
tack the enemy's flanks. We succeeded in driving 
the enemy into the woods, when, night coming on, 
put an end to the conflict. Our loss was trifling > 
I have not ascertained that of the enemy. Colonel 
Chapin is a brave man. Every officer and soldier 
did his duty.”

Col. Chapin, in a private letter1; to a friend in 
BufFaloe, thus details the brush he had with 
the enemy.

« While at dinner, I received information of thé 
British army being in the town of Newark. I im- 

T mediately rallied a party of 100 men, and commenc
ed a fire upon them, who returned it with much 
warmth—we kept the ground till we were rein
forced by 60 Indians and 100 militia. With this 
force, we compelled the enemy to retreat, and pur
sued them one and a half miles, when we received 
a reinforcement of 1 oo men ; with this force, we 
drove (hem half a mile further, where they covered
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themselves in a ravine, and opened a most tremen
dous fire of musketry upon us. After an hour and 
a half hard fighting, we drove them from the ra
vine, back to the batteries—it being now nearly 
dark, we returned in good order.

“ From some deserters, and a prisoner we took, 
we learn, that we had contended with the whole 
British army, consisting of 1100 men, with the great 
gen. Vincent at their head : and that we killed 32. 
Our loss was 4, killed and wounded.”

Major Chapin has recently been breve tted 
lieutenant-colonel, in the United States’ army.

Gen. M‘Clure, with the New-York militia, 
volunteers and Indians, succeeded m driving the 
British army from the vicinity of Fort George* 
and pursued them as far as Twelve-mile-creek. 
Col. Scott, who commanded at Fort George, 
having informed gen. M‘Ciure, that he was un
der orders to leave that place with the regulars, 
the general was eompeHed to abandon his de
sign, and return to Fort George.

It was general M‘Clurers wish, by the aid of 
the regular troops, to clear Upper Canada above 
Kingston of the British armies, to establish a 
temporary government, secure the friendship 
and, if necessary, the co-operation of the inhab
itants, and compel the Indians to separate them
selves from the enemy, or accompany them in 
their retreat. That this could be effected can 
scarcely be doubted, but it was necessarily aban
doned in favor of a design which originated with 
the general government, and which, had it suc
ceeded, would have been more important. The 
regular troops were principally drawn from the 
Niagara frontier, to co-operate with gen. "Wil
kinson inlhis intended attack on Montreal. Gen. 
Harrison’s army was also ordered to Sackett’» 
Harbor. Gen. M‘Clure endeavored to influencé

Its
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gen. Harrison to aid him in attacking the ene
my ; but the instructions from the general gov
ernment were positive ; and commodore Chaun- 
cey had arrived with his fleet to remove the 
troops to Sackett’s Harbor. The force remain
ing with gen. M‘CIure, was barely sufficient to 
defend Fort George, and entirely inadequate to 
offensive operations ; and this force, which the 
general stated to be “ ungovernable,” would 
,soon be reduced by the expiration of their term 
of service.

The militia returned to their homes, with the 
exception of a few that were induced to remain 
beyond the term of their enlistment. The gene
ral finding his force reduced to a number inade
quate to defend his post, and the enemy advan
ced within a few miles of him, he called a coun
cil of officers, and put to them the question, 
* Is the fort tenable with the present number 
of men They were unanimous in the opinion, 
that it was not tenable. The arms, ammunition, 
and publie stores were immediately sent across 
the river, and, as a measure deemed necessary 
to the safety of the troops, the town of Newark 
was burned. Gen. M-Clure justified this act, 
on the ground of an order to that effect from 
the secretary of war. The inhabitants had 
twelve hours' notice to remove their effects, and 
such as chose to cross the river, were provided 
witl} all the necessaries of life.

Capt. Leonard was left in command at Fort 
Niagara with 150 regulars; colonel Grieves, 
with 20 men and two pieces of artillery, was at 
Lewistown ; major Mallory, with 40 Canadian 
militia, were stationed at Schlosser; and the 
general went te B offal or, to provide for the 
safety of that place and Black Bock.
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From Buffaloe, general M‘Clure issued a» 
address to the inhabitants of the counties of 
Niagara, Genesee, and Chatague, apprising 
them of the menaced invasion of that frontier, 
and calling on them to repair to Lewistown, 
Schlosser, and Buffaloe, for the purpose of de
fending their country and home against a bar
barous enemy. This was too late to produce 
the desired effect,

On the morning of the 19th December, about 
4 o’clock, the enemy, consisting of regulars, mi
litia, and Indians, to the number, by the most 
probable account, of 1500 men, crossed the Ni
agara river at Five-mile meadow, and advanced 
against Fort Niagara, which they completely 
surprised, entering it while the men were near
ly all asleep, and killing, without mercy or dis
crimination, those who came In their way. It 
will be recollected, that an attack on this place 
was expected, and that captain Leonard, who 
commanded, had directions accordingly; yet 
general M‘Clure observes, in his official des
patch, «I am induced to think that the disaster 
is not attributable to any want of troops, but to 
gross neglect in the commanding officer of tlie 
fort, captain Leonard, in not preparing, being 
ready, and looking out for the expected attack.” 
It appears by another letter from gen. M‘Clure, 
«that captain Leonard was not in the fort at the 
time of the attack, having left it at a late hour 
the preceding evening.”

On the same morning on which Niagara was 
taken, a detachment of militia stationed at 
Lewistown, under command of major Bennet, 
was attacked by a strong party of the enemy, 
hut the major and his few men cut their way 
with great bravery through several hundreds
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of savages and others by whom they were sur
rounded. The villages of Youngstown, Lewis- 
town, Manchester, the Indian Tusearora village, 
and all the intervening houses, were burned, 
and many of the inhabitants inhumanly butcher
ed, without respect to age or sex, by savages 
headed by British officers painted. Major Mal
lory, who was stationed at Schlosser, with about 
40 Canadian militia, boldly advanced to Lewis* 
town heights, and compelled the enemy to fall 
back to the foot of the mountain ; for two days 
the major continued to resist the advance of the 
enemy, disputing every inch of ground to the 
Tautawanty creek.

Major-general HaH, on learning the danger
ous and exposed state of the frontier, hastened 
to Batavia ; and, on the morning of the 23d De
cember, at the request ef general M‘Clure, 
took the chief oommand of the men then assem
bling to repel the enemy. There was a great 
deficiency of ammunition and arms. With what 
could be procured, the generahcommenced his 
march towards Lewistown on the 25th, having 
under his command 150 infantry under lieut. 
col. Lawrence, supported by one company of 
cavalry, under captain Marvin, and in the ex
pectation to join a corps ef militia, said to be 
200 strong, under lieut. col. Atoheson, which 
was stationed 15 miles east from Lewistown, 
with instructions, if possible, to join tbc main 
force at Buffaloe. On the morning of the 26th, 
general Hall arrived at Buffaloe, where he found 
a considerable body of irregular troops of vari
ous descriptions. General JVl’CIure was left in 
command at Batavia. On the 27th, the troops 
at Buffaloe and Black Rock were reviewed, and 
found to consist, in the aggregate, including In-



HISTORY OP THE WAR.

diaas, of 1711 men, which were increased, on 
the morning of the 29th. by about 300 men, 
giving an entire force of 2011 men ; but this 
force was soon reduced, by desertion, to 1200 ; 
and even these so deficient in ammunition, that 
a part of the cartridges were made and distribu
ted after the men were paraded for battle on 
the morning of the 30th.

In the evening of the 29th, at 12 o’clock, the 
horse patrole had been fired on, a short distance 
below Conjoktic’s creek, and one mile below 
Black Rock. The troops were immediately 
paraded, arid stood by their arms. An attempt 
was made to dislodge the enemy from the sail
ors’ battery near Conjokties’, of which he had 
obtained possession. The attempt failed, 
though the darkness of the night, and confusion 
into which the militia were thrown by the ene
my’s fire. A second body of militia, sent on the 
same service, was equally unsuccessful ; the 
men, after a shott skirmish, fled in disorder. 
A third detachment was ordered on the same 
service, but was recalled to oppose a body of 
men Xthieh was discovered, as the day dawned, 
crossing the river. As soon as the force of the 
enemy was ascertained to be large, and com
manded by lieut. col. Drummond, and their po
sition reconnoitered, the best possible dispo
sition was made to oppose them, with a force 
inferior in number, as it was in experience and 
ammunitions of war. General Hall thus briefly 
details the effect :

“ The attack was commenced by a fire from our 
six pounder under lieut. Seely, below general Por
ter's house, and one 24 and two 12 pounders at the 
battery, under command of lieut Famum, of the 
21st U. S. infantry, acting as a volunteer. At the

155
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same time the enemy opened a heavy fire from their 
batteries on the opposite side of the river, of shells, 
spherical and hot shot, and ball. The regiment un
der command of col. Blakeslie, about 400 strong, 
were regularly in line, together with detached bo
dies from other corps, amounting, according to the 
best estimate I can make, in all about 6oO men. 
These few but brave men, commenced the attack 
with musketry upon the enemy in their boats, and 
poured upon them a most destructive fire. Every 
inch of ground was disputed with the steady cool
ness of veterans, and at the expense of many valu
able lives. Their bravery, at the same time that it 
casts a lustre over their names, reflects equal dis
grace on those who fled at the first appearance of 
dangler—and whom neither intreaties nor threats 
could turn back to the support of their comrades.

“ Perceiving that the Indians, on whom I had re
lied for attacking the enemy’s flank, were offering 
us no assistance—and that our right was endanger
ed by the enemy’s left, I gave directions for the re
serve, under command of col. M‘Mahan, to attack 
the enemy in flank on our right. But terror had 
dissipated this corps, and but few of them could be 
rallied by their officers and brought to the attack. 
Of this corps there are some who merit well of 
their country—but more who covered themselves 
with disgrace. The defection of the Indians and of 
my reserve, and the loss of the services of the ca
valry and mounted men, by reason of the nature of 
the ground on which they must act, left the forces 
engaged exposed |to the enemy’s fire in front and 
flank. After standing their ground for about one 
half hour, opposed to veterans and highly discip
lined troops, overwhelmed by numbers, and near ly 
surrounded, a retreat became necessary to their 
safety, which was accordingly made. I then made 
every effort to rally the troops, with a view to re
new the attack on the enemy’s columns, on their 
approach to the village of Buffaloe. Butevery ef-
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fort proved ineffectual ; and experience proves, 
that with militia a .retreat becomes a flight, and a 
battle once ended, the army is dissipated. Deserted 
by my principal’"force, I fetl back that night to the 
Eleven mile creek, and was forced to leave the flour
ishing villages .Of "Black Rock and Buffaloe, a prey 

* to the enemy, which they have pillaged and laid in 
ashes.”
> General Hall retired to Eleven mile creek, 
where he collected about 300 men ; and, with 
these, endeavored to cover the Jlecing inhabi
tants, and make a show, to prevent the advance 
of the enemy.

Eight pieces of^rtillery fell into the hands 
of the enemy. About 30 men were killed, ttntl 
somewhat more than that number wounded, in 
the defence of Black ifoek. But tlie worst re
mains to he told, or rather some faint idea to 
be given of the indescribable barbarity of the 
one my.

Black Rock and Bnffaloe were destroyed, to
gether with every building for two miles east 
of Buffaloe on the Batavia road, and almost eve
ry building between Buffaloe and Niagara along 
the river. “ The enemy,” says general Ilall, 
“had with him at Black Rock and Buffaloe. a 
number of Indians, (the general opinion in that 
country is about 20U.) who pursued their ac
customed mode of horrid warfare, by toma
hawking, scalping, and otherwise mutilating 
the persons who fell into their hands. Among 
the victims of their savage barbarity, was a 
Mrs. Lovejov, of Buffaloe, who was tomahawk
ed and afterwards burnt in her own house. '1 he 
conduct of these savages has struck the minds 
of the people on the Niagara frontier with si mb 
horror, as to make it absolutely necessary, that

o
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a more efficient force than the ordinary militia 
of the country, should be employed for its pro
tection, to prevent its becoming-entirely depo
pulated.”

All the* settlements of a populous country, 40 
miles square, were completely broken up, and 
12,000 persons sent as if into beggary. The 
tomahaw k and bayonet deprived parents of their 
children, and children of their parents ; the sa
vages white and red, who acted not merely as 
conquerors, but as murderers and robbers, by a 
fell swoop, pounced upon their prey with the 
ferocity of the tyger and the all-desolating ruin 
of the locust. On the 4th January the robbers 
retired into their own woods, hot daring to wait 
the chastisement that was prepared for them.

Considerable contributions of money were 
collected for the relief of the surviving suffer
ers, who gradually returned to view the smok
ing ruins of their late habitations.

The enemy having declared their conduct on 
the Niagara frontier, to have been committed 
in retaliation for excesses said to have been 
committed by the American armies in Canada, 
the censure, or rather indignation of the suffer
ing inhabitants were turned against general 
M‘Clure,who had the command. The general, 
previous to retiring from command, published 
an address to the public, in justification of his 
own .conduct, in which he seems to have been 
pretty successful. M*Clure was certainly a 
good and zealous soldier ; ever ready to obey 
liis superiors, he exacted obedience from those 
who were placed under his command ; he knew 
that strict discipline was essential to form the 
practical soldier ; and he probably suffered in 
the esteem of some because he pursued a system
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that might stamp him with indelible disgrace.
While things were thus progressing on land, 

the British were preparing a naval force for the 
annoyance gf the'citizensNm the sea-board.

Admiral AVafren arrived at Halifax on the 
27th September, 1812 ; and having attempted 
in vain to deceive the American government 
tlrith false professions of a pacific intention, he 
proceeded, in January, off New-York.

Early in February, 1813, the Chesapeake bay 
ajid Delaware river were blockaded.

The British fleet continued in the bay and 
rivers connected therewith. Their transac
tions, for the greater part, form a history of 
petty landings, wherever no considerable force 
could be opposed to them, butping or taking 
every vessel that came within their power, 
plundering the inhabitants adjacent to the wa
ters. burning houses, and %sulting, in the most 
libidinous manner, those females, who did not, 
or could not flv from them. The following de
serve particular record.

A letter, of which die following is a copy, 
was sent to Lewisfown, in the state of Dela
ware. on the 161h March, 1813.

“ Sik,—As soon as you receive this, I must re
quest you will send twenty live bullocks»with a pro
portionable quantity of vegetables and hay, to the 
Poictiers, ’for* the use of his Britannic majesty’s 
squadron now at this anchorage, which shall be im
mediately paid for at the Philadelphia prices. It" 
ydu refuse to comply with this request, I shall be 
Under the necessity of destroying your town.

I have the honor to be, sir, your ob’t servant,
J. P. BERKS FORD, Commodore, 

commanding the British squadron in 
the mouth of the Delaware.

« TheJirst magistrate of Lewistowh.”
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The magistrate transmitted the letter to gov
ernor Haslet, who sent a reply to the admiral 
on the 23d, eoneluding in the following words : 
“ I have only to observe to you, that a eompli- 
ance would he an immediate violation of the 
laws of my country, and an eternal stigma on 
the nation of which I am a citizen. A compli
ance, therefore, cannot he acceded to.”

On the evening of the filli April, the Bel vide
ra and two small vessels came close into Lewis, 
and commenced an attack by filing several 3211». 

. shot into the town,.which have been picked up ; 
after which a flag was st'ht, to which the fol
lowing reply was returned.

“ Sir,—In reply to the renewal of your demand, 
. with the addition for a“ supply of water,” 1 have to 

j" inform you that neither can be complied with. This, 
too, you must be sensible of; therefore I must in- 

* sist the attack on the inhabitants of this town is both 
iwanton and cruel. I have the honor to be, your 
most obedient servant,

“ S. B. DAVIS, Col. Comjnandant.”
Another message was. sent, in which the Brit

ish captain Byron, among other matter, wrote, 
“ I grieve for the distress of the women”—to 
which a verbal reply was given, “ That colonel 
Davis is a gallant man, and has already taken 
care of the ladies.”

The attack continued till near 10 o’clock. 
The firing was kept up during the greater part 
of the following day. One pf the most danger
ous of their gun-boats was silenced by the fire 
from a small battery. The enemy w itlulrew on 
the 8th, after firing on Lewis for 22 hours, with 
little effect, and without accomplishing his ob
ject.

In their progress up the bay, the British
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landed at Frenclitown on the Elk river, and 
burned the storehouses, destroying or carry
ing away all the public and private property 
which they contained.

From Frenclitown, the enemy proceeded to 
Havre dc Grace, a flourishing little village on 
the Siisfjuehannah, where they landed, in con
siderable force, on the 3d of May. and proceed
ed to plunder and burn with a savageness that 
required hut the use of the scalping-knife, to. 
outrival their red allies. Twenty-four of the 
lxvst houses in the town were burned, and the 
others plundered. A small party of militia 
were stationed at Havre (de Grace, who, on the 
approach of the enemy, made a slight resist
ance, and then retreated. An Irishman, named 
O'Neil, with a counage amounting to rashness, 
and an enthusiasm not confined by cold loyally, 
opposed his single arm to the British host, was 
taken prisoner arid carried on hoard the British 
fleet, but afterwards released on parole.

His countrymen, residing in Philadelphia, 
presented the brave O'Neil with a sword.

From Havre dc Grace, the enemy proceeded 
further up the river, and burned a warehouse 
belonging to Mr. Stump, and a furnace belong
ing to Mr. Hughes, at Princippi.

On the morning of the 4-1 h, tlae enemy evacu
ated Havre do Grace, and proceeded down the 
bay.

The next exploit of the enemy was the burn
ing of the unprotected villages of Frederick and 
Georgetown ; tho former in Cecil couptyr the 
latter in Kent comity, opposite each diher on 
the Sassafras river, in the state .of Maryland.

The movements of the enemy on the 20<h 
June, having indicated a design to attack Nor-
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folk, which place was then ill prepared for de- 
fenee, captain Tarbcll, finding Craney Island 
rather weak manned, directed lieutenants Neale, 
Simhrick, and Sanders, with 100 seamen, to a 
small battery at the N. \V. point of the island. 
At 5 o’clock, on the morning of the 22d, the en
emy was discovered landing round the point of 
Nanscmond river, a force, reported hv desert
ers and others, to exceed 3000 men ; at 8, A. M. 
the barges attempted to land, in front of* the 
island, an additional force of* 1500, when lieuts. 
A calc, Simhrick, and Sanders, with the sailors 
under their command, and the marines of the 
Constellation frigate, 150 in number, opened a 
fir?, which was so well directed, that the enemy 
was obliged to retreat to his ships. Three of 
his largest barges were sunk ; one of tiiem, call
ed the Centipede, admiral Warren’s boat, 50 
feet in length, carried 75 men, the greater part 
of whom were lost. Several of the boats fell 
back, in the rear of the island, and commenced 
throwing rockets from Mr. Wise’s houses; but 
they were quickly compelled to move off, by 
the shot directed to that quarter,from gun-boat 
No. 67. In the evening, the enemy’s boats came 
round the point of Nansemond, and, at sunset, 
Were seen returning to their ships, full of men» 
At dusk, they, strewed the shore along with 
fires, in order to run away by tlie light.

The British troops, that were previously 
la*>d d. made their appearance on the mainland, 
with a view to attack the west and north po
sitions of the island, but with no better success 
th in attended the men in the boats. Two 24 
pounders and four 6 pounders were advantage- 
ouslv posted, under the direction of majorFaul- 
kener, of the artillery, which were so well serv-
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ed by captain Emerson, lieutenants îlawl and 
Godwin, that they produced a serious) effect on 
the enemy, who was soon comptdktTto retreat.

Opposed to the large British force, there were 
hut a few hundred militia and artillerists ; there 
were mounted on the island not more than eight 
pieces of cannon that could be brought to hear 
on the enemy. “ The officers of the Constella
tion,'’ according to the official report of com. 
Cassin, “fired their 18 pounder more like rifle
men than artillerists.”—This defence did great 
honor to the few Americans who were engaged. 
Norfolk was an important post, and the enemy 
determined on its occupation; the force sent 
against it was large : admiral Cockhurn com
manded in person, and was in one of the barges, 
encouraging the men to advance. Some French 
deserters reported, that a large bounty was to 
be given to the men in the event of success, and 
that it was promised to them, that Norfolk 
would be given up to be plundered.

The loss of the enemy could not he less than 
200, exclusive of several deserters ; 22 prison
ers were taken ; also a brass 3 pounder, with a 
number of small arms, pistols, cutlasses, &c.

Not a man was lost on the side of the Ameri
cans ; the enemy used only Congreve rockets.

On the 25th June, between 30 and 40 barges 
were discovered, filled with men, approaching 
the mouth of Hampton creek, from the direc
tion of Newport’s Noose. The American troops 
were quickly formed on Little-England planta
tion, south-west, and divided from Hampton by 
a narrow creek, over which a slight foot bridge 
had been erected. In a short time, the enemy 
commenced landing troops in rear of the Ameri
cans. A little after b o'clock, A. M. several
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barges approached Black-beard’s Point, the 
headmost of which commenced a firing of round 
shot, whicli was returned from a small battery 
of four long 12 pounders. The entire of the 
force landed by the enemy, consisted of at least 
2b00 men, supported by several field-pieces, and 
some heavy guns, and rockets ; the American 
troops were composed of 349 infantry and riile, 
62 artillerists, and 25 cavalry. This little force 
made the most judicious and best defence that 
was practicable, manoeuvring and disputing eve
ry inch of ground. The contest was at one time 
very sharp, and was maintained with a resolu
tion that left hope of repelling the invaders ; 
but the enemy, being very numerous, attempted 
to dùtflank and cut off the Americans, when 
part of the latter began to disperse in various 
directions. It now became indispensably neces
sary for all the Americans to retire, which they 
did under a continued, but ill-directed fire, from 
the enemy, who pursued them for two miles. 
The Americans occasionally stopped at a fence 
or ditch, and at every fire brought dow n one of 
the pursuing foe.

Capt. Pryor, with his lieutenants Lively and 
Jones, and his brave, active matrosses, after 
slaughtering many of the enemy with his field 
pieces, remained on the ground till surrounded 
—and when the enemy was within 60 or 70 
yards of the fort, they spiked their guns, broke 
through the enemy’s rear, and, by swimming a 
creek, made good their retreat without losing a 
man, taking with them their carbines, and hid
ing them in the woods.

The American loss was 7 killed, 16 wounded, 
of whom, 2 died of their wounds. 1 prisoner and 
11 missing. The enemy took possession of the
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village of Hampton, after suffering a loss, by 
the most probable calculation, of at least 200 
men.

Major Crutchfield, who commanded the A- 
mericans, states the enemy’s conduct, in the fol
lowing extract, from bis official report :

“ To give you, sir, an idea of the savage like dis
position of the enemy, on their getting possession 
of the neighborhood, would be a v/iin attempt. Al
though Sir Sidney Beckwith, assured me, that no 
uneasiness need be felt in relation tdi the unfortu
nate Americans ; the fact is, that yesterday there 
were sevdral dead bodies lying unbyried, and the 
wounded not even assisted into town/ although ob
served to be crawling through the/fields towards a 
cold and inhospitable protecticyrr

“ The unfortunate females of Hampton, whocould 
not leave the town, were abused in the most shame
ful manner; not only by the soldiers, but by the ve
nal savage blacks, who were encouraged in their ex
cesses. They pillaged, and encouraged every act 
of rapine and murder, killing a poor man by the 
name of Kerby, who had been lying on his bed, at 
the point of death, for more than six weeks, shoot
ing his wife in the hip at the same time, and killing 
his faithful dog, lying under his feet. The murder
ed Kerby was lying last night weltering in his bed.”

A committee of congress, in a report to the 
bouse, thus notice this transaction.

“ The shrieks of the innocent victims of infernal 
lust at Hampton, were heard by the American pri
soners, but were too weak to reach the ears or dis
turb the repose of the British officers, whose duty, 
as men, required them to protect every female 
whom the fortune of war had thrown into their pow
er. The committee wille«iot dwell on this hateful 
subject Human language affords no terms strong 
enough to express the emotions which the examl-

»
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nation of this evidence has awakened ; they rejoice 
that these acts have appeared so incredible te the 
American people. And, for the honor of human 
nature, they deeply regret, that the evidences so 
clearly establish their truth. In the correspondence 
between the commander of the American and Bri
tish force*, will be found what is equivalent to an 
admission of the facts, by the British commander.’1

The enemy soon evacuated Hampton, and re
treated to his shipping, to avoid the punish
ment, which, had he remained, would have soon 
been inflicted. The following extract of a let
ter from capt. Cooper, to the lieut. governor of 
Virginia, is proof of shocking barbarity which 
would disgrace the savage of the wilderness.

“ I was yesterday in Hampton with my troop—— 
that place having been evacuated in the morning by 
the British. My blood ran cold at what I saw and 
heard. The few distressed inhabitants running up 
in every direction to congratulate us ; tears were 
shedding in every corner—the infamous scoundrels, 
monsters, destroyed every thing but the houses, 
and, (my pen is almost unwilling to describe it) the
women were ravished by the abandoned ruffians__
Great God ! My dear friend, can you figure to your
self, our Hampton females, seized and treated with 
Violence by those monsters, and not a solitary Ame
rican arm present to avenge their wrongs ! But e- 
nough—I can no more of this. The enemy have 
received a reinforcement of 2'000—in all, 6000 men ; 
and Norfolk or Richmond is their immediate aim. 
Protect yourselves from such scenes as we have 
witnessed. They retired in great confusion, leav
ing 3000 weight of beef, some muskets, ammuni
tion, canteens, &c. and some of their men, which 
we took. It is supposed that they apprehended an 
immediate attack from 60&Ç of our men, which caus
ed them to retreat so precipitately. My friend, rest 
assured of one thing—that they cannot conquer A-
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mericans—they cannot stand them. If we had had 
1200 men, we should have killed or taken the grea
ter part of them.”

Id further proof of these enormities, the fol
lowing extract is given, from the letter of a gen
tleman of great respectability.

“ At present you must content yourself with the 
following, and beiieve it as religiously a» any fact 
beyond denial. Mrs. Turnbull was pursued up to 
her waist in the water, and dragged on shore by 10 
or 12 of these ruffians, who satiated (heir brutal de
sires upon her, after pulling off" her clothes,* stock
ings, shoes, &c. Thjs fact was seen by your ne
phew Keith, and many others. Another case—a 
married woman, her name unknown to me, with her 
infant child in her arms (the child forcibly dragged 
from her) shared the same fate. Two young wo
men, wrell known to many, whose names will not 
be revealed at this time, suffered in like manner.-— 
Dr. Colton, Parson Halsort, and Mrs. Hopkins, have 
informed me of these particulars—another, in the 
presence of Mr. Hope, had her gown cut off with 
a sword, and violence offered in his presence, which 
he endeavored to prevent, but had to quit the room, 
leaving the unfortunate victim in their possession, 
who, no doubt, was abused in the same way.
“Old Mr. Hope himself was stripped naked,prick

ed with a bayonet in the arm, and slapt in the face— 
and were I to mention a hundred cases in addition 
to the above, I do not know that I should exagge
rate.”

Admiral Coekburn is the redoubtable hero, 
who commanded the enemy in the manly attack 
oh Hampton.f

t James O’Boyle, an Irishman, residing at Pugh- 
town in Virginia, offered a reward of 1,000 dollars, 
for «he head of “ the notorious incendiary, and in
famous scoundrel, and violater of all laws, human 
and divine, the British admiral Coekburn," or 500 
dollars for each of his ears.
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On the 26th Jime, three of the enemy’s bar
ges attempted to outer Pagan creek, hut were 
resisted by a detachment of militia j and after 
exchanging 14 shot, without effect on either 
side, the enemy retired.

The-cnemy had such total command of the 
w aters of the Chesapeake, and the rivers falling 
into it, wherever the same were without' the 
range of shot from the shore ; and hfs move
ments were so various, that a general alarm was 
excited in the neighborhood of these waters ; 
the tfoops were necessarily^kept embodied, and 
moving in a manner, which occasioned distres
sing and harrassing difficulties. T he fate of 
the female^ at Hampton, excited an indignation, 
and roused a patriotism and a love of family 
kindred, which stilled all complaints among the 
harrassed soldiery of Virginia and Maryland— 
“ Hampton” was a watch-word, at which every 
husband, father, brother and man, took his gun 
and tied, with willingness, to meet the ruffians, 
who threatened, with worse than murder, the 
fair daughters of America.

It would scarcely be interesting to detail eve
ry petty lauding, skirmish and adventure, that 
occurred, while the enemy remained in the 
Chesapeake—the most conspicuous of them will, 
however, be detailed.

A party of the enemy landed a little below 
James-'l’own,.oii the 2(1 July j» but were repuls
ed by the militia. Two of the enemy were 
killed ; two taken, and several wounded. The 
militia suffered no loss.

On the 14th July, the U. S. schooner Asp, 
was attacked in Yocimo river, by the crews of 
2 brigs, who put off in their boats, for that pur
pose. The boats, 3 in number, were beaten off
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by the well directed fire from the Asp ; about an 
hour after, the boats returned, with two other 
beats, well manned. There were but 21 men on 
board the Asp, ami they could not effectually re
sist the great force sent against them ; tbèy, 
however, defended themselves obstinately and 
bravely ; nor did they retreat until after the 
Asp was boarded by more than 50 of the ene
my. The enemy set the vessel on fire. After 
their retreat, the survivors of the brave Ameri
can crew, went on board and extinguished the 
flames. The American loss in killed and wound
ed, amounted to 10 men. Mr. Sigourney, the 
intrepid commander of the Asp, was among the 
killed.

Some essays, published by the late Robert 
Fulton, on the practicability of destroying ships 
by torpedoes, induced several persons to turn 
their thoughts to this subject. A Mr. Mix, of 

s the navy, accompanied by captain Bowman, of 
Salem, and midshipman M‘Gowan, essayed to 
destroy the ship of war, Plantagenet, of 74 
guns, lying in Lynnhaven Bay. For this pur
pose, they proceeded in a boat, in the night of 
the 24th July ; and, having reached within 100 
yards of the ship, dropped the torpedo. It was 
swept along by the tide, but exploded a fewr se
conds before it w ould have come in contact with 
the vessel. It produced great consternât ion and 
confusion on board the vessel, and induced seve
ral of the crew to take tô their boats. The 
ship was greatly agitated, and some damage 
done by the violent motion of the water. The 
noise, occasioned by the explosion, was loud and 
tremendous; and the appearance of the water, 
thrown up in a column of 30 or 40 feet high,

p
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awfuVy sublime. It has not been ascertained 
that any lives were lost.

The fleet, under command of admiral Cock- 
bum, returned to the Chesapeake on the 16th 
July, after an invasion of North-Carolina, where 
the country was pillaged and laid M aste by the 
enemy, for several miles. On the 12th, a part 
of this fleet, consisting of two 74’s, 3 frigates, 
and 3 sphooners, appeared off Oeracock bar, • 
in North-Carolina, and immediately despatch
ed, in boats, between 700 and 800 men, who at
tacked the privateer Anaconda, and schooner 
Atlas, lying inside the bar. There were but 
18 men on board the Anaconda, who resisted 
the boats as long as they could, until finding 
that the vessel must be taken, they discharged 
tie guns into the hull ; but the enemy bearded 
hlr in time to plug the holes. The Atlas, and 
some small craft, were captured. The enemy 
took possession of Oeracock, and of the town, 
of Portsmouth, without opposition.

Mrs. Gaston, of Newberu, wife of the mem
ber of congress, being told that the British had 
landed, and would shortly be in possession of 
Mew hern, fell into convulsive fits, and expired 
in a few hours. Mrs. Curtis died in a similar 
manner, and a Mrs. Shepherd was at the point 
of death", but has recovered. Apprehensions of 
being treated like the unfortunate females of 
Hampton, it is supposed, produced this extraor
dinary degree of terror. A large body of mili
tia and volunteers were assembled in the vicin
ity of Portsmouth, and on the point of attack
ing the enemy, when he thought prudent to re
tire.

Lieut. Angus commanding the Delaware flo
tilla, having discovered, on the 27th July, that

170
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the enemy had chased and taken a small vessel, 
near the Overfalls, got uqder way, and stood 
for the enemy. At the distance of about three 
ouarters of a mile,)ie brought the enemy’s sloop 
at war te action, having anchored, fur that pur
pose, 8 gun-boats and 2 block-ships, in a line 
ahead. A heavy British frigate had, by this 
time, anchored about half a mile further out — 
After a cannonade of one hour and 45 minutes, 
in which the enemy received several shot, with
out any material damage done to the flotilla, 
he manned his boats, 10 in number, (2 launches, 
the rest large barges land cutters) with between 
30 and 40 ljaen in each, and despatched them af
ter gun-boat Nq. 1^1, sailing-master Shead, 
which had fallen a mile and a half out of the 
line, and succeeded in capturing her, after a 
gallant resistance. The enemy would have 
been totally defeated, had he not been favored 
by a calm, which enabled him to carry off the 
gun-boat No. 121, the colors of which were not 
struck until after being boarded. The sound of 
cannon, on this occasion, was heard at the city 
of Washington, a distance of 120 miles.

Sailing-master Shead concludes his official 
report in the following words :

“ I found it necessary, for the preservation of those 
few valuable lives left, to surrender to seven times 
our number ; the • nemy boarding, loaded our 
decks with men ; we were all driven below, and it 
was with the utmost difficulty that the officers could 
stay the revenge- of the seamen, who seemed to 
thirst for blood and plunder, the last of which they 
had, by robbing us of every thing; , we had none 
killed, but 7 wounded, 5 slightly. The enemy’s 
loss, by us, was 7 killed and 12 wounded, 4 of which 
have since died. i'hey have conquered me, hut 
thqr have.paid dearly for it, and I trust, sir, when
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you come to view the disadvantages that I laboured 
under, having been b\jt 7 days on board my boat, 
and scarcely' time to station my men, and the mis
fortune of entirely disabling my gun, and the supe
riority of numbers to oppose me ; you will be cot# 
vinced that the flag I had the honor to wear, has nor 
lost any of that national character which has ever 
been attached t^it.

It is painful to the historian, that while he 
records the many instances of virtuous patriot
ism and glorious prowess, which signalized the 
eitizens and inhabitants of the United States, it 
becomes also his duty to‘record their crimes 
and treasons. Much consolation is^ however, 
derived from the reflection, that patriotism was 
the prevailing sentiment of a great majority of 
the people. .The following general order was 
published, and dated from the navy department, 
at the city of Washington ; and sent, as a cir
cular, to the commanding officers of stations, 
or vessels of,the navy of the United States. 
ip « The palpable and criminal intercourse held 
with the enemy’s forces, blockading and invading 
the waters and shores of the United States, is, in a 
military view, an offence of so deep a die, as to call 
for the vigilant interposition of all the pavai officers 
of the United States.

“ This intercourse is not only carried on by fo
reigners, under the specious garb of friendly flags, 
who convey provisions, water, and succours of all 
kinds, (ostensibly destined for friendly ports, in the 
face, too, of a declared and rigorous blockade) di
rect to the fleets ahd stations of the enemy, with 
constant intelligence of our naVal and military force 
and preparation, and the means of continuing and 
conducting the invasion to the greatest possible an
noyance of the country ; but the same traffic, inter
course, and intelligc'hçe, is oanied en wjth gr^jit
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subtilty and tréachevy, by profligate citizens, who, 
in vessels ostensibly navigating our waters, from 
port to port, under cover of night, or other circum
stances favoring their turpitude, find means to con
vey succours or intelligence to the enemy, and e- 
lude the penalty of the law. This lawless trade and 
intercourse is also carried on to a great extent, in 
craft, whose capacity exempts them from the regu
lations of the revenue laws, and from the vigilance 
which vessels of greater capacity attract.

“ 1 am, therefore, commanded by the president of 
the United States, to enjoin and direct all naval 
commanding officers, to exercise the strictest vigi
lance, and to stop and detain all vessels or craft,-- 
whatsoever, proceedin'*, or apparently intending to 
proceed towards the enemy*» vessels within the wa
ters, ob hovering about the harbors of the United 
States ; ot^towards any station occupied by the en
emy within the jurisdiction of the United States,, 
from which vessels or craft the enemy might derive 
succours or intelligence.

“W. JONES.”
*Tlic enemy, (he belter to carry his projects 

in the Chesapeake into execution, took posses
sion of Kent island, and fortified the narrows ; 
which station, lie, however, soon afterward de
serted. On the 10th August, he made an at
tack on St. Michael, with II hurges, which 
went up the river on the opposite side, and came 
down on the side of St. Michael, with so little 
noise, that they were not perceived passing up 
Or down the river ; and as it was very cloudy, 
and the men in the fort, without suspicion of 
attack, the enemy landed before they were dis
covered. The men fired two guns and left the 
fort, of which the enemy immediately took pos
session, and gave three cheers, supposing they 
would Wtu^e St. Michael without much difficult
' 9 P 2
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ty ; but they were very muçh mistaken, for the 
St. Michael’s people, and capt: Vibkers, of the 
Easton packet, with the artillery fr«n Easton, 
attacked them so briskly, and poimed their 
guns with so much judgment, that our invaders 
were soon obliged to make oil—the infantry 
were not engaged. Not a man of the Ameri
cans was hurt, although the grape shot flew 
like hail in the town,and their halls went through 
a number of the houses. The 2 shots that were 
fired from the fort must have done some execu
tion, as a quantity of blood was seen on the 
shore, and 2 swords and a pistol were left be
hind, and their bargeg were seen to be struck 
by the artillery from,the town.

On the morning of the 14th August, at * 
o’clock, the enemy attacked Queei^town, in 

• Queen Ann county, both by land and water ;— 
about 600 troops were landed, and marched up 
to the town, and 20 afrned barges made the at
tack by water—the attack was so unexpected, 
that but little resistance was made—a picket 
guard of the American militia were tired on by 
the enemy, 1 of them was killed, and 2 or 3 
wounded—the militia retreated to Centreville, 
and left the enemy in possession of the town.

Were the enemy to coniine himself to the cap» 
taring of vessels and their cargoes, and the de
struction of public property, be would be justl- 
iable ; but it is due to truth, not to conceal, 
that, departing from all established rules of 
warfare ; he not only carried olF private pro
perty, whenever he could seize it, but also de
stroyed whatever he could reach, and could not 
remove. On the 2d Noveml>er, he landed on 
George’s island, and burned all the buildings 
ou it ; he decoyed a great number of negroes,

1T4
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with a promise, to make them free—and after
ward shipped these wretches to the* West-In
dies, where they were sold as slaves, for the be
nefit of British officers. The following device 
was practiced with success* »

A party of militia, (17 in number)» stationed 
themselves behind tht? Sand-hills, while 2 white 
men, with their faces anfl hands blacked, went 
down upon the beach, 9ml "waved their hand- 
herchiefs tothe ships, when a boat, with 6 men, 
immediately came ashore, followed, at some 
distance, by 2 others, full of men. Just as the 
men from the first boat were preparing to land, 
one of those disguised, in walking a few steps, 
showed his bare ancles, which lie omitted to 
blacken, when the enemy exclaimed—<«' White
men in disguise, by----- ; Let ns push off !”—
which they did, and, at the same moment, the 
militia ran out and fired upon them, until they 
were out of gun-shot^ they killed 2 out of the 
six. x

It would be impossible, in the compass allot
ted to this work, to do justice to the enemy :— 
his barbarous and plundering conduct in the 
Chesapeake and adjoining rivers, can only be 
equalled by the conduct of the same enemy in a 
former war. “ The species of warfare,” says 
the editor of a Norfolk paper, “ waged hv cap
tain Lloyd, of the Blantagenet, on the inhabit
ants of Princess Anne county, is of that pitiful 
and dishonorable kind, which cannot fail to at
tach a lasting stigma to hisA-haracter, and cause 
his name to descend to -oblivion, coupled with 
that of the infamous Ihinmore, and clogged with 
the bitter execrations of all who/ghall hear the 
tale of his rapacity.”

The Norfolk Herald thus ably and humanely 
notices the seizing and carrying off negroes.
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“To take cattle, or other-stock, would be consis
te Ht with tttc usage of civilized warfare ; but to take 
Negroes, who are human beings ; to tear them for
ever from their kindred and connections, is what wc 
should ïiçves expect from a Christian nation, espe
cially one ^hat lias done so much to abolish the 
“ slave trade.” There are «Negroes in Virginia, 
and we believe in all th#southern states, who have 
their interests and affections as strongly engrafted 
in their hearts, as the whites, and who feel the sa
cred ties of filial, parental and conjugal affection, 
equally strong, and who arc warmly attached to 
their owners, and the scenes of their nativity. To 
those, no inducement, which the enemy could offer, 
would be sufficient to tempt- them away. To drag 
them away then, by force, would be the greatest 
cruelty. Yes, it is reserved for England, who 
boasts of her religion and love of humanity, to prac
tice this piece of cruelty, so repugnant t<y the dic
tates of Christianity and civilization.”

The great vigilance and activity of the citi
zens, tended not only to disappoint, hut frequent
ly to punish the iparaudvrs.

On the llth September, about T5 men volun
teered from a militia company, stationed near 
the inlet, at Norfolk, to go and attack a party 
of the British, who were said to he on shore at 
the cape. When they came to the cape, and 
were mounting one of the sand-hills, they found 
themselves in full viewjyuUwithin musket shot 
of a large body of marines, who w ere exercis
ing. A cluster of officers were standing some 
distance off, bet w eed their main body and our 
militia—the latter had not a moment to spare ; 
they took deliberate aim at the officers, and fir
ed ; 4 of them fell! The militia then made the 
best of their way hack to camp, while the ene
my’s shot whistled over their heads in all direc
tions, hut without effect.
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The proceedings of the enemy along the coast 
cast of the Delaware, were not generally im
portant.

The frigate United States, com. Decatur; 
frigate Macedonian, capt. Jones; and sloop of 
war Hornet, capt. Biddle, on the 21th May, got 
Under way from New-York, \\ith an intention of 
proceeding to sea through the Sound. When 
off Hunt’s Point, the mainmast of the United 
States was struck with lightning, which tore 
away the commodore’s broad pendant and 
brought it down on deck, passed into one of the 
port-holes, down the after hatchway, through 
the ward room into the doctor’s room, put out 
his candle, tore up his bed, and then passed be
tween the skin and ceiling of the ship, and tore 
up about 20 nails of her copper at water’s edge. 
No further trace of it could be discovered. The 
Macedonian was about 100 yards astern of 4he 
United* States, and on observing the lightning 
strike her, immediately hove her topsails aback, 
fearing that the lire might find its way to the 
magazine.

On the 1st of June, the vessels attempted to 
put to sea, but were chased into New-London 
by a British force, consisting of a 74, a razee, 
and a frigate. The blockade of Now London 
was immediately formed ; and the inhabitants 
very highly alarmed lest the town would be at
tacked.

On the 21st June, the British privateer Buck
skin, (formerly belonging to Salem,) chased a 
coaster into Owl Head Narrows, (a small har
bor in Massachusetts.) where B outers were ly
ing, the whole of which were captured, and re
moved down into what is called the Thorough
fare, preparatory to being manned out, and they
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began unlading one of the sloops, into which 
they intended to*pat the prisoners. During this 
time from *2 to 300 militia collected, and pro
ceeded down to Fox Island, il being thick foggy 
weather, when, at 1-2 past 3 on the morning of 
the 22d, the fog clearing away, the privateer 
appeared at anchor about 20 rods from the 
shore, where they Commenced firing upon her 
with small arms and one field-piece, which kill
ed tlie privateersmen almost as fast as they 
came on deck. The 1st lieutenant cut the cable, 
and in attempting to hoist the jib, (lying flat on 
his back,) had bis under jaw shot away, the 
captain was killed, and but 9 men, it is said, re
mained unhurt, the rest being either killed or 
woùhded. It being ebb tide, she drifted out, 
and when out of the reach of the musketry, got 
under way, leaving all her prizes, which again 
fell into the hands of the rightful owners. The 
crews put in to man them, in attempting to es
cape to the privateer in boats, were cither kill
ed or wounded. The action lasted an hour.

On the 23d June, two barges, containing each 
about 15 men from the blockading squadron off 
New-London, attempted to land near the light-, 
bouse ; but, on observing a company of artillery 
near the shore, pulled off as fast as^ possible. 
When the enemy imagined themselves out of 
danger, (hey stood in the barges and cheered. 
At this moment a shot was fired from the ar
tillery. which struck one of the boats, and kill
ed or wounded 8 or 10 of the men in it.

- A Mr. Sembler.formed a design of destroying 
the British ship Ramilles, of 74 guns, off New- 
London.* For this purpose ten kegs of powder 
were put into a strong cask, with a quantity of 
sulphur mixed into it. At the head of the cask
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was fixed two gun-locks, with cords fastened to 
the triggers, and to the .under side of the barrels 
in the hatchway, so that it was impossible to 
hoist the barrels without springing the locks 
each side of* the powder—and on the top was 
placed a quantity of turpentine and spirits of 
turpentine, which in all probability was sufficient 
to have destroyed any vessel that ever floated 
on the water, if she could have been got along 
side, which was the object in view. These kegs 
were put on board tbe smack Eagle, which 
sailed from New-York on the 15th June, for 
New-London, but which the crew abandoned on 
being pursued by the boats of the enemy. It 
was expected that the vessel would he brought 
along side the Ramilies; and, by exploding, 
would destroy that ship. The wind dying away, 
and the tide being against them, she could not 
be . brought along side. When the Eagle ex
ploded, there were 4 boats along side, and a 
great many men on board her. After the ex- 
plot ion, there was not a vestige of the boats to 
be seen ; the body of fire rose to a vast height, 
and then burst like a rocket. Every man near 
or about her were probably lost, a§ the boats 
sent from the Ramilies were seen to return, 
without picking up any thing.

On the 10th June, three barges belonging to 
the blockading squadron, after capturing some 
sloops at the mouth of Connecticut river, at
tempted to land at Saybrook, but were beat oft* 
by the militia. The enemy had 3 men killed 
on this occasion. The militia escaped unhurt.

On the 24th July, a 1st and 3d lieutenant, a 
sailing-master and 5 men. belonging to the Ra- \ 
milles, were surprised and taken on Gardner’s 
Island, by a parly of the crew of the United
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Slates, despatched for the purpose by com. De
catur. The prisoners were paroled; and, be
ing at liberty, were joined by others of their 
crew, when they found ^themselves sufficiently 
strong to seize and carry off the American boat. 
There was an attempt also made to intercept 
the American party, but they escaped in a 
whaleJtoat to Sag-Harbor, from whence they 
returned in safety to New-London.

Shortly after this transaction, Mr. Joshua 
Penny, of Easthampton, Long-Island, was ta
ken out of his bed during the night by a party 
from the enemy’s ship, and, being brought on 
board the Ramilies, was put in irons. Major 
Cfl^e, commanding the troops of the U. States 
at Saj;-Harbor, demanded his release as a non- 
combatant ; but the British officer, capt. Hardy, 
declined, on the ground that he was a combat
ant—that lie conducted a party of seamen from 
New-London to Gardner’s Island, there to sur
prise and take several British officers—that his 
name had been entered on the books of one of 
the frigates, and that he had been "employed in 
a boat contrived for the purpose, under the com
mand of Thomas Welling, prepared with a tor-

Jiedo lo destroy this (capt. Hardy’s) ship.” This 
ast crime was undoubtedly that which led to 

the capture and severe treatment of Mr. Penny.
* He was treated with great severity while on 
board the Rami lies, from which vessel he was 
sent to Halifax, where he was treated like other 
prisoners. He was sent to Salem in a cartel 
ship in May, 1814 ; and probably owed not only 
his liberation, but his life, to the circumstance 
that the president of the United States ordered 
two British subjects to be held as hostages for 
the safety of Mr. Penny.
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The New-London blockading squadron came, 
on the 8th September, by the Sound, to a place 
about 20 miles from the city of Ncw-York, cap
tured 20 coasters, look a quantity of sheep from 
the main, and bad probably other robberies or 
injuries in view. Com. Lewis, on receiving in
formation of the enemy’s movement, proceeded 
up the Sound, with 25 gun-boats. By 9 o’clock 
on the 9th, be was at Sands’ Point, within 10 
miles of the enemy. A British frigate and a 
sloop of war got under way and stood toward 
them. At 1 o’cloc k, P. M. the commodore 
brought his flotilla to anchor in Hempstead bay, 
ready to receive the enemy. The British ex
changed 10 or 15 shots at too great a distance 
to produce any effect, and then stood to the east
ward, and were soon out of sight. The flotilla 
returned to its former station.

On the 5th July, the British tender Eagle, 
which had been employed by com. Beresford, 
forihe purpose of burning coasters, Ac. was 
taken by a coup de main. 'Flic smack Yankee 
was borrowed for this purpose. Sailing-master 
Percival went on board, and concealing 50 men 
in the hold, lie tied a calf, a sheep, and a goose 
on deck, and, thus prepared, he stood out of 
Musquito Cove ; three men appeared on deck. 
The Eagle, on perceiving the sir aek, immedi
ately gave chase, and after coming up with her, 
and finding she had live stock on dec!;, ordered 
her to go down to the commodore, then about 
five miles distant, The helmsman of the smack 
answered “ aye, aye, sir,” and apparently put up 
the helm for that purpose, which brought him 
along side the Eagle, not more than three yards 
distant. The watchword, Lawrence, was then 
given, when the armed men rushed on deck

<1
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from their hiding places, and poured jnto her a 
volley of musketry, which struck her crew with 
dismay, and drove them down so precipitately 
into the hold of the vessel, that they had not 
time to strike their colors. Seeing the enemy's 
deck clear, sailing master Percival, who com
manded the expedition, ordered his men to cease 
firing—upon which one of the enemy came out 
of the hold and struck the colors of the Eagle. 
She had on board a 32 pound brass howitzer, 
loaded with cannister shot; but so sudden was 
the surprise, they had not time to discharge it. 
The crew of the Eagle consisted of II. Morris, 
master’s mate of the Poicticrs, W. Price, mid
shipman, and 11 seamen and marines. Mr. 
Morris was killed, Mr. Price mortally wound
ed, and one marine killed and one wounded. 
The Eagle, with the prisoners, arrived off the 
Battery in the afternoon, and landed the prison
ers at Whitehall, amidst the shouts and plaudits 
of thousands of spectators, assembled on the 
Battery, celebrating the anniversary of our In
dependence.

A detachment from the gun-boat flotilla near 
Sandy Hook, most gallantly beat off about 100 
of the crew of the Plantagenet, which drove 
ashore and boarded the schooner Sparrow, of 
Baltimore, on the 3d November, near Long 
Branch. The cargo, together with sails, rig
ging, &c. were saved ; the vessel bilged.

The following copy of a letter from lieuten
ant Nicholson, commanding the gun-boats at 
Newport, announced the capture of the armed 
British sloop Dart, on the 41 h October.

“ Sir—I have the pleasure to inform you of the 
capture of the British armed sloop “ Dart,” by the 
reyeuae cutter of this place, last evening. She ap,.
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pcared off the harbor before sun-set ; the captain of 
the cutter offered his services to go out ; 1 put on 
board three sailing-masters and about 20 men ; she 
immediately made sail and laid aboard the Dart, and 
carried her by boarding ; her first officer was kill
ed ; 2 of our own men were wounded slightly. The 
prisoners I send for your disposal. Very respect
fully, your most obedient humble servant,

“JOHN NICHOLSON.
« Com. John Rodgers, U. S. 

frigate President

The British admiral Warren issued a proda* 
mat ion on the 16th November, declaring Long- 
Island Sound in a state of rigorous blockade. 
This was an extension or explanation of a for
mer proclamation of the 21th September, by 
which the ports and harbors of New-York, 
Charleston, Port-Royal, Savannah, and the river 
Missisippi were declared in a state of strict ami 
rigorous blockade.

A proclamation was issued hv the governor 
of Vermont on the 10th of November, 1813, 
the object of which was to call home from the 
service, of the United States a portion of the 
militia, which had been then serving in the state 
of New-York. Brigadier-general Davis repair
ed to the army, and demanded a compliance 
with the orders of his excellency ; hut obedi
ence w as refused, and the general was arrested.

A reply to the proclamation was drawn up at 
Plattsburg the 15th November, and directed to 
his excellency, signed by all the officers of the 
Vermont militia then there. The reply con
tained. among other matter, the following de
cided and unequivocal expressions:

“ We consider your proclamation as a gross in-- 
sult to the officers and soldiers in service, inasmuch
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as it implies that they arc so ignorant of their rights 
as to believe you have authority to command them 
in their present situation, or so abandoned as to fol
low your insidious advice. We cannot regard your 
proclamation in any other light, than as an unwar
rantable stretch of executive authority, issued from 
the worst of motives, to effect the basest purposes* 
ft is, in our opinion, a renewed instance of that 
spirit of disorganization and anarchy which is carri
ed on by a faction, to overwhelm our çbuntry with 
ruin and disgrace. Wc cannot perceive what other 
object your excellency could have in view than to 
embarrass the operations of the army, to excite mu
tiny and sedition among the soldiers, and to induce 
them to.desert, that they might forfeit the wages to 
whjçh they are entitled for their patriotic services.”

A most positive proof of that actual treason, 
which lurked under the shade of an ill-timed 
opposition to the measures of the general gov
ernment, was, soon afterward, discovered, near 
Xew-London, as will be best explained by the 
following communication from corn. Decatur 
to the secretary of the navy, dated at New-Lon- 
don, December 20th, 1S13:

“ Some few nights since, the weather promised 
an opportunity for this squadron to get to sea, and 
it was said on shore that we intended to make the 
attempt, in the course of the evening two blue 
lights were burnt on both the points at the harbor’s 
mouth as signals to the enemy, and there is not a 
doubt, but that they have by signals and otherwise, 
instantaneous information of our movements. Great 
but unsuccessful exertions have been made to de
tect those who communicate with the enemy by sig
nal. The editor of the New-London Gazette, to 
alarm them, and in hope to prevent the repetition of 
these signals, stated in that newspaper, that they 
had been observed, and ventured to denounce tl osc 
who had made them in 'animated and indignant

r-
I
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terms. The consequence is, that he has incurred 
the express censure of some of his neighbors. Not
withstanding these signals have been repeated and 
have been seen by 20 persons at least in this squad
ron, there are men ip New-London who have the 
hardihood to affect to disbelieve it, and the effront
ery to.avow their disbelief.1’

The U. S. frigate Congress, enpt. Smith, ar
rived at Portsmouth in December, after a cruise 
of nearly eight months. During lier cruise, she 
got sight of an enemy’s line of battle ship, with 
a frigate^in boropany.. She captured and de
stroyed one ship and one brig ; and sent another 
captured brig as a cartel to the West-Indies. 
It will be recollected that the Congress sailed 
from Newport in April, in company with 
the President, and parted company' the Sth-* 
May..

The hostile attitude of the Indians, and the' 
battle with them at Tippacanoe, previous to the 
war, excited alarm, and caused an inquiry into 
its cause. A committee of congress, on that’ 
part of the president’s message, which relatedÏ 
to Indian affairs, turned their particular atten
tion to the following enquiries :

“ ist. Whether any, and what agency the 
subjects of the British government may have 
had in exciting the Indians on the western fron
tier, to hostilities against the Untied States;

“ 2d. The evidence of such hostility, on the* 
part of the Indian tribes, , prior to the late cam 
paign on the Wabash..

“ 3d. The orders by which the campaign was 
authorised and carried on.’V/

The committee reported, that “ the evidence ' 
before them was as conclusive as the nature of 
the ease can well be supposed to admit of*, that

\
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the supply of Indian goods furnished at "Fort 
Malden, and distributed during ‘the last year 
by the British agents in Upper Canada, to the 
Indian tribes, were more abundant than usual ; 
and it is diffieult to account for this extraordi
nary liberality, on any other ground than that 
of an intention to attach the Indians to the Bri
tish cause, in the event of a war with the Unit
ed States.”

** Additional presents,” continued the com
mittee, “ consisting of arms and ammunition, 
given at a time when there is evhtisnee that the 
British were apprized of the hostile disposition 
of the Indians, accompanied with the speeches 

to them, exeiting disaffection, are of 
too^ecisive a character to leave doubt on the

The part which the Indians took in the war 
between Grcat-Britain and the United States, 
was an additional and strong evidence in sup
port of the agency, which the British govern
ment had in the early hostility of the savages.

Scarcely was the India* war with the north
western tribes, brought to a conclusion, than 
the tomahawk was raised on the south western 
border. . . r ")

The southern tribes were divided into par
ties ; one hostile, the other friendly, to the U- 
nited States. The former was the stronger 
party ; the latter needed protection, and were 
so bent on hostility, that it was found impossi
ble to enforce on them a neutral policy. A de
parture from the usual forbearance of the U. S. 
government, to accept their services, was una
voidable ; and the proffered services of friendly 
Indians were accepted.

It having been discovered that in consequence

m Hr
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of an order from a British general in Canada, 
a large quantity of munitions of war were dis
tributed by the Spanish governor of Pensacola, 
among the hostile tribe of Indians, colonel Col
lier, with about 180 men, marched, with a view 
to intercept the Indians, on-their return. On 
the 27th July, 1815, on the east side of Alaba
ma, and waters of Escambia, he fell m with, 
and gave battle to the Muscogees. The fight 
was, for a short time/ well maintained on both 
sides. At the montent when victory was about 
to declare in favor of col. Collier’s party, a 
junior officer, without authority, criedouf^* ^4- 
treat !” It passed through the whole line, and, 
notwithstanding the)exertions of col. Collier, jjt 
was impossible to rally the militia : the enemy 
was left master of the field. Col. Collier lost 
2' men killed and 10 wounded. The Indians 
acknowledged a loss of 6 killed and several 
wounded, A considerable part of the presents 
brought by the Indians from Pensacola, fell in
to col.*Collier’s hands. *

Fort Mimms, on Tensaw, was unexpectedly 
attacked on the 30th August, by^a large force 
ef Indians. The front gate lay open, and the 
Indians were rushing through, when first per
ceived by the garrison. The men, under com
mand of major Beasley, were quickly formed, 
and a part of them contested the passage through 
the gate with great bravery ; the action soon 
became general ; the port holes were taken and 
re-taken several times. A block-house was de
fended by capt. Jack and a few riflemen, for an 
hour after a part of it had been possessed by 
the enemy. A galling fire was kept up from 
the houses until the enemy gave fire to the 
roofs. The place wjns uo longer tenable. A
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retreat was attempted, under direction, of capf.. 
Bailey, of the militia, and ensign Chambless 
of the rifle company, but few of the party were 
able to eflbct it, Major Beasley fell while de
fending the gate, at the commencement of tie
action, which continued for about 6 hours.------
Ninety-two men, including officers, were killed ; 
and many respectable citizens, with numerous 
families, who had abandoned their farms for se
curity, were also killed or burned in theheuses, 
into which they had fled. The loss ot the enc- 
âiy <muld not be ascertained, but must have beeni 
very considerable. '

Capt. Kennedy, who was sent, afltrr the re
treat of the Indians, to bury the dead, made a- 
rejio'rt to gen. Claiborne, of which the follow
ing is an extract : ’

“ Wè collected and consigned to the earth TWO* 
HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVEN, including 
men, women and children.

“ The adjacent woods were strictly searched for 
our countrymen, and in that pursuit we discovered; 
at least one hundred slaughtered Indians. They 
were covered with rails, brush, Sex:. We could not 
be mistaken as to their being Indians; as they were 
interred with their war-dress and implements—and •; 
although they have massacred a number of our help
less women and children,. it is, beyond doubt, te» 
them, a dear-bought victory.V

The massacre at Fort Mimms, was fôllôwed 
by several-other cruel- murders in different pla
ces.^ a ■ - ’ ■

The general government, having been inform* 
ed of these transactions, made a requisition on ; 
die states of Tennessee an<b* Georgia, for de* 
toehments of militia, to be sent against the h’os> 
tile Indians of the Creek nation*

^_______ i _ , . • *v-- "
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The legislature of the state of Tennessee a- 
dopted a resolution, on the 27th September, in 
the following words :

“ Resolved, That the governor of this state be, 
and he is hereby required, forthwith to give imme
diate information to' the executive of the U. S. of 
the time when, and the place at which, the 3,500 men 
Tnill.be prepared to obey the orders of the general 
government, accompanied with a request that the 
said troops be immediately received into the public 
service/' , r.

The legislature of Georgia gave authority to 
t)ie governor, to call out such portion of the mi
litia, as lie-might deem necessary, for the seeu- < 
rity and protection^ the frontier inhabitants ; 
and requiring that he eall on the general go
vernment for subsistence for the troops that 
might be thus caHed out. This was, in effect, 
putting them at the disposal of the general go
vernment.

The militia of the states of Georgia and 
Tennessee, with the nearest regular troops, and 
other corps from the Mississippi territory, were 
marched against the hostile savages. General 
Andrew Jackson commanded the entire.

The first victory (for every battle* after this 
period, was a victory) is thus detailed by gen. 
Jackson.

« We have retaliated for the destruction of Fort 
Mimms. On the 2d, I detached gen. Coffee with a 
part of his brigade of cavalry and mounted riflemen, 
to destroy Tallushatches, where a considerable
force of the hostile Çreeks were concentrated.----—
The general executed this in style.- A hundred 
and eighty-six of the enemy were found dead on 
the field, and about 80 taken prisoners, 40 of whom' 
have been brought here. In the number left, there 
is a sufficiency but slightly wounded, to take care of 
those who are badly.
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“ I have to regret, that 5 of my Grave fellows 
have been killed, and about 30 wounded ; some 
badly, but none I hope mortally.

“ Both officers and men behaved with the utmost 
bravery and deliberation.

“ Captains Smith, Bradley and Winston, are 
wounded, all slightly. No officer is killed." , ,

It appears, by gen. Coffee’s statement, dated 
Camp at Ten-islands of Coosa, November 4th, 
that the Indians fought with a bravery that 
would do them honor, had they been engaged in 
a just cause, with an obstinacy, that would 
yield to nothing but death, and with’a contempt 
of danger, truly characteristic of thé savage— 
TÊTie detachment, under command of gen. Coffee, 
consisted of «00, cavalry and mounted riflemen. 
Being arrived within one and a half miles of the 
TaNushatches town, the detachment was divid
ed into two columns, the right composed of the 
cavalry, under col. Allcorn ; the left composed 
of mounted riflemen, under col. Cannon. Gen. 
Coffee marched with the riflemen ; col. Allcorn 
encircled one half of the town, while col. Can
non qpmpleted the circle, by closing on the side 
opposite to col. Allcorn. When within half a 
mile of the town, the drums of the enemy beat, 
and the savage yells announced that the enemy 
was prepared for battle. In about an hour af
ter sun-rise, capt. Hammond and Meut. Patter
son’s companies went within the circle, and suc
ceeded in drawing forth the enemy, and com
menced the battle, when they withdrew before 
a violent charge from the Indians, until they 
reached colonel Allcorn’s column, when a gene
ral fire was opened on the savages, who retreat
ed. firing until they got around and into their 
buildings. Her) they fought as long as one
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existed. No quarter was sought ; and none, 
from all appearance, would he accepted* The 
assault by the troops, was warm and courageous, 
rushing up to the doors of the houses, as little 
intimidated as if there was no enemy to oppose 
them. , In à conflict of this nature, it was im
possible to provide against the destruction of a 
few of the squaws and children. The number 
of the enelny killed must have exceeded 200 ; 
186 of whom were found ; 81. women and child
ren were taken prisoners. The loss of the mi
litia consisted of 5 privates killed ; 4 captains, 
2 lieutenants, 2 cornets, 3 sergeants, 5 corpo
rals,' 1 artificer and 24 privates, wounded.

On the evening of the 7th November, an ex
press arrived to gen. Jackson, with information, 
that the hostile Creaks had encamped in great 
force near Lash ley’s fort ('falladaga), with the 
apparent intention of attacking the friendly In
dians. The general immediately inarched with 
about 2000 men, against the enemy, and en
camped that night within six miles of the fort. 
At 4 o’clock, on the morning of the 8th. he con
tinued his march toward the enemy, who was 
encamped within a quarter of a mile of the fort, 
to relieve which, gen. Jackson had so expedi
tiously moved. At sun rise, the general was 
within half a mile of the fort, when he moved 
forward in order of battle. The plan of attack 
was similar to that which proved so successful 
on the 2d inst. The enemy was to be enclosed 
in a circle. The advanced guard sent forward 
to bring on the engagement, succeeded in draw
ing forward the savages toward the mam body 
of the army. On the arrival of the Indians, 
within a short distance of the main body, of the 
ar»y, a few companies of thb militia commence
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cd a retreat ; but finding their place quickly 
supplied by a body of caviilry,. who dismounted 
for ihe purpose, the militia rallied, when a gen
eral fire from the front line, and from that part 
of the wings which was contiguous, was poured, 
on the savages, who, unable to withstand or re
sist, retreated ; byt were met at every turn, 
and repulsed in every direction. Had it not 
lueen for the retreat of the militia, in the early 
part of the action, this victory would probably 
have been as compjete as that of the 2d. The 
victory, however, was very decisive ; 290 of the 
enemy were left dead on the field ; many more 
wêre probably killed, who were not found ; "and 
mtahy,«rmost of those who escaped, must have 
been wounded. Jackson was compelled to re
turn to his camp negj* the Ten-islands, having 
marched from thence without baggage, or oth
er necessaries that could'be dispensed with, or 
might retard his march. He lost, in the en
gagement, 17 killed and 86 wounded. The en
emy exceeded 1000 warriors-w A stand of co
lors, bearing the Spanish crosà, w as taken from 
them.

. On the 12th November, gen. White was de
tached from Fort Armstrong, on the Coosa, 
with about 1100 mounted men, (including up
wards of 300 Cherokee Indians) for the purpose 
of attacking the Hillahee towns, oh the west 
side of Tallepeosa river. On the 17th, about! 
o’efoek at nigbt, the detachment marel«e4,with- 
in 8 miles of the upper town : received5 infor
mation from one of their spies, a half breed and 
son of a Mr. Grayson, who had considerable 
property, and resided at 1harplace,thliitiis fam
ily and property would be sacrificed liy the In
dians on the next day, if gen. White did net re-
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ïieve him. Gen. White, with âlncfity, dismount
ed f/iree hundred of his troops, with part of the 
Indians, and marched to surprise the town be
fore day-light. Having large creeks to wade, 
and the van having lo tarry some time for the 
rear, which had fallen behind some distance, 
the town was not reached until sun-rise on the 
18th, when the town was completely surround 
ed, and the savage enemy received the first fire 
without the least notice of the approach. They 
fired several guns, but were charged home 
upon them with loaded muskets and charge of 
bayonets : and in 10 or 15 minutes they held up 
a flag, and the firing ceased. An Indian town 
at Little Oakfuskee, consisting of SO houses, a 
town called Genalga, consisting of 93 houses, 
were burned by £hc troops in their mardi. The 
greater .number, if not the w hole of the hostile 
Creek's, assembled at Hillahée town, con
sisting of about 316, xHe either killed or cap
tured. 60 warriors were killed on the spot.-^ 
Gen. White’s detachment had not a man killed 
or wounded.

Gen. Floyd, with 950 of the Georgia militia, 
and between 300 and *00 friendly Indians, pro
ceeded to a town called Autessee, on the south
ern bank of the Talapoosee, about IS miles from 
the Hickory Ground, in order to attàok a large 
force of hostile Indians, reported to be assem
bled at that place. At half an bout after 6, 
o’clock in the movnigg of the1 29th November, 
the expédition rcauhed the frout of the town, 
anil the men were formed for action. At this 

when the army was about to execute a 
pre-concerted manœuvre, for the purpose of 
surpeult^ng the enemy, a second town was dis
covered about 500 yards below that which was

*

A.
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first discovered. This compelled gen. Floyd to 
adopt a new manœuvre, by dividing and dispos
ing his force, so that both towns might be at
tacked at once. This disposition being made, 
and the troops having advanced, the battle eom- 

# mcnccd, and soon became general. The Indians 
fought with their usual obstinacy and despera
tion, but were soon compelled, by the superior 
force of artUlery aad a charge of bayonets, to 
retreat, and take refuge in thg out houses and 

^ copses in the rear of the town. At 9 o’clock, 
v the enemy was completely driven from the plain 

and the houses wrapped in Hatties. The militia . 
being 60 miles from any depot of provisions, and 
butdittle remaining, it was judged imprudent to 
continue in the heart of a country, surrounded 
by hosts of savage^. The place was, therefore, 
abandoned, And the troops commenced their 
march to Chatahouchf^^

Auttossce was a favoiro spot with the Indians, 
and it is conjectured, that the force assembled 
from several towns for its defence, must h*ave 
been very considerable. It is difficult ttf give a 
precise account of the loss of the enemy ; but 
from tlie number which were laying scattered 
over the field, together with those destroyed in 
the towns, and the many slain on the bank of 

' tlie river, which respectable officers affirm they 
saw laying in heaps at the water’s edge, where 
they had been precipitated by their surviving 
friends, their loss in killc<b,independent of their 
wounded, must have been at least 200, (among 
whom were the Autussee and Tallassee kings ;) 
and from the circumstance of their making no* 
efforts to molest the troops# probably greater. 
The number of buildings burnt, some ofa supe
rior order for the dwellings of savages, and fil
led with valuable articles, is supposed to be 400.
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The numJ^pr of the Americans killed and 
wounded, unfurnished by the hospital surgeon, 
was—Total killed, 11 ; total wounded, 54, a- 
mong whom was gen. Floyd, badly.

A dctjAmcnt, under oommand of gen. Clai- 
. borne, mrched from Fort Claiborne, east bank 

of the Alabama, on the ISth of December, a- 
gainst the Indians residing on the Alabama, 
above the mouth of the Cahaba. After a march 
of mere than 100 miles, principally through 
woods* without a track to guide them, they 
came in sight of a new .toWn, lately built by the 
Indians on a ground cabled “ Holy.” Tliis 
town was established as a plaee of security for 
the inhabitants of several villages ; and three 
of the prophets resided in it. The place was 
then occupied by a large body of the enemy,,un
der the command of Wether ford, a bold and 
sanguinary chief, whq was one of those who 
commanded the Indians at the massacre of the 
garrison and inhabitants at Fort Mims. About 
noon, on the 33d December, the "tight column 
of the army, composed of 12 months’ volunteers, 
commanded by eol. Joseph Carson, came in 

e view of the town, and was immediately and vig
orously attacked by the enemy, who, being ap
prized of the approach of the troops, had cho
sen their field of action. Before the other 
troops or friendly Indians could eomC generally 
into action, the enemy were repulsed, and flying 
in all directions. Thirty of the enemy were 
killed, and many wounded. The loss to the ar
my was one killed and six wounded. A pursuit 
was attempted, but found to be impracticable, 
owitig to the nature of tliè) ground. The town, 
consisting of 200 houses, ^vas burned, together 
with a large quantity of provisions, and immense
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property of various kinds, which the enemy 
could not carry away. The next*day was em
ployed in destroying a town consisting "of 60 
houses, 8 miles higher up the river.

Notwithstanding these repeated 'd£ats, the 
savages seemed yet bent on war. Bmre day, 
ea the morning of the 2tth January, a very 
large body or Indians attacked the troops at 
Camp-Defiance, 48 miles west of Chatahouchic. 
The onset was desperate, and the surprise as 
complete as possible. In 20 minutes after fir
ing on the sentinels, the action became general, 
the enemy pressing close on the front, right and 
left flanks of the array* but the savages were 
repelled at every poinft The enemy rushed 
nearly to the cannon’s mouth, and gained the i 
rear of the picket guards, commanded by capt. 
Broadnax ; but the latter bravely cut their way 
through the savages, and joined the army» As 
soon as day dawked, and objects could be dis
tinguished, a charge was ordered, and the ene
my fled before1 the bayonet. The signal was 
given for the charge of the cavalry, who pur
sued and sabred 15 of the enemy ; who left 37 
dead on the field. From the effusion of blood, 
and the number of heàd-dresses, and war-cluW, 
found in various directions, their loss must have 
been considerable. The loss of the army, on 
this occasion, was 17 killed and 132 wobt^iued. 
Of the friendly Indians, 5 were killed and 15 
wounded.

Gen. Jaekson, having received informational 
his head-quarters, Fort Strother, from capt. 
M’Alpin, who commanded at Tort Armstrong, 
in the absence of col. Snodgrass, that 14 or 15 
towns o£ the enemy, situated on the waters of 
the Tallapoosa, were about uniting their forces,

Is
mi



HISTORY OP THE WAR,r
anil attacking the fort, whieh was then in 
a feeble state of defence, the general resolv
ed on an excursion into the Cherny’s coun
try further than had been hitherto attempt
ed* He accordingly commenced his march on 
the 15th January, with 930 men, exclusive of 
Indians. On the 18th, the army encamped at 
Talladega fort, where it was joined by about 
200 Triendly Creek Indians, and 65Cherokees. 
Here the general received a letter from colonel 
Snodgrass, who. had returned to Fort Arm
strong, informing him, that an attack was soon 
to be made on that fort, by 900 of the enemy. 
It was further understood, that the enemy was 
collecting in a bend of the Tallapoosec, near the 
mouth ota^areek called Em uckfau, on an island 
below New-Y<haean.. # \

. On the 20th, at night, the army encamped, 
at a small Hillabce village, about 12 miles from 
Emuckfaii.. On the 21st, the army marched ia 
a direct line for the bend of the Tallapoosec.— 
In tire afternoon, the army halted, and thngen?
oral determined to encamp for the night, That 
he might have time to. reeonnoitrê, and- make 
dispositions for attack, if he w ere in the neigh
borhood of a large force, which, from appear
ance, he judged to be the case.# Having chesen i 
an eligible scite, the army encamped in a hollow 
square. Spies and pickets were sent out, the 1 
sentinels doubled, and the necessary arrange-

g
)ere made to resist an attack, if it should 
npted during the night ; or to make-one, 
nemy could be found at day-light the 
g morning. - While the army was in 
e of readiness, the enemy, about 6 o*clock 
in the morning, commenced a vigorous attack 
on the left flank, which was as vigorously' met.



s
198 HISTORY OF TUB WAR.

-- ' •**

The action raged for half an hour on the left 
flank, and on the left of the rear of the army. 
The brave gen. Coffee, with col. Sittler, the 
adjutant-general, and col. Carroll, the inspec
tor-general, the moment the firing commenced, 
mounted their horses and repaired to the line, 
encouraging and animating the men to the per
formance of their duty. So soon as it became 
light enough to pursue, the left wing, having 
sustained the heat of the action, and being some
what weakened, was reinforced by eapt. Fer- 
rill’s company of infantry, and was ordered and 
led on to the charge by gen. Coffee, who was 
well supported by col. Higgins and the inspec
tor-general, and by all the officers and privates 
who composed that line. The enemy was com
pletely routed at every point, and the friendly 
Indians joining in the pursuit, they were chased 
about two miles with considerable slaughter.

Gen. Coffee, who was detached with 400 men, 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s encampment, return
ed, with a view to bring up the artillery, which 
he deemed necessary to the attack. In half an 
hour after his return, a considerable force of 
the enemy commenced a fire on a party of men 
who were then in search of Indians. Gen. Cof
fee, with only 64 men, a part of 200 who were 
to have acted with him, commenced an attack 
on the left flank of the enemy ; 200 friendly In
dians were ordered at the same time to attack 
the enemy’s right. At this moment it was dis
covered that the attack of the enemy was but a 
foint, having intended, by drawing off the gene- 
sol’s attention from his left, to attack it with 
success : in this the enemy was disappointed. 
The whole line met the approach of the enemy 
with astonishing intrepidity, and having ehai>
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ged, forced the savages to retreat with precipi
tation. They were pursued to a considerable 
distance, and severely galled by a very destruc
tive fire.

During this transaction, gen. Coffee was con
tending against a very superior force. As soon 
as possible a reinforcement was sent to his aid, 
which soon decided the contest in that quarter : 
the enemy was charged, routed andpursued for 
three miles. Nothing now remained but to de
stroy an empty camp, which did not seem of 
sufficient importance to delay a return to Fort 
Strother, which was commenced on the follow
ing morning.

On the 24th, as the men were crossing the 
Enotachopco creek, an alarm gun announced 
the advance of the enemy. Gen. Jackson ex
pected an attack, and had dispositions made to 
turn it to the disadvantage of the enemy. The 
right and left columns of the army were direct
ed to turn on their pivots, recross the creek 
above and below, and Ml on the enemy’s flanks 
and rear. The manœuvre, if executed, would 
probably prove as destructive to the enemy as 
any thing hitherto attempted ; but, at the ftio*- 
ment when a few guns were fired, the right and 
left columns of the rear guard gave way ; the 
greater part Of the centre column followed the 
disastrous example, leaving not more than 2* 
men, who maintained their ground as long as 
possible. There was then left to repulse the 
enemy, but the few who remained in the rear 
guard, the artillery company, and eapt.Ruseell’s 
company of spies. Amidst a most galling fire 
from the enemy, this little band, not one tenth 
of the number opposed to it, advanced to the 
attack. The. artillery and a few others, gained
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the top of a hill, drawing up with them a six- 
pounder, when they poured on the enemy seve-t 
ral discharges of grape, then charged, repulsed 
and pursued him for two miles, leaving 26 of 
their warriors dead on the field. The loss in 
these several engagements was 20 killed and 75 
wounded. The loss of the enemy could not be 
exactly ascertained : 189 of their warriors were 
found dead ; this undoubtedly formed but a part 
of the killed ; the wounded must have been pro- 
portionàbly numerous.

All the effects intended by this excursion, 
seem to have been produced. If an attack was 
intended against Fort Armstrong, .that was pre
vented ; a diversion was made in favor of gen. 
Fl6Vd, who was on the east side of the Talla- 
poosee ; the number of the enemy was lessened, 
and their confidence in their leaders broken in 
on ; the enemy’s country was explored, and a 
road cut through an important part of it ; and, 
on the whole, tended to and hastened the termi
nation of Indian hostilities, as mueh if not more 
than any previous expedition.

Hitherto the enemy was engaged either in 
the open field, or in situations where he had 
little advantage from works of art, and not 
much from nature. One situation remained to 
be assailed, where a skilful display of art ren
dered a position, naturally strong, so seemingly 
■impregnable, that it required a great effort of 
courage to approach it, a consummate skill to 
direct the attack, and a persevering, undaunted 
résolution, to prosecute it to success.
* In the bend of the Tallaposee, two miles be
yond where gen. Jackson engaged the Indians 
on the 22d January, the savages had fixèd on a 
selte for erecting a fortification. Nature,fur-
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nished few places more eligible for defence, and 
it was improved by art, with a skill not discov
ered before in an Indian fortification. The bend 
resembles, in its curvature, a hors^-shoe. Across - - 
the neck of land, which leads into it from thjo 
north, a breastwork was erected, of the greatest 
compactness and strength, from 5 to 8 feet 
high, and prepared with double rows of port
holes, very artfully arranged ; an army cqfld 
not approach it, without being exposed to à 
double and cross fire from .the enemy, who lay 
in perfect security behind it. Gen. Jackson re
solved on the attack of this important and dou
bly strong position. The Indian force amount
ed to about or upwards of 1000 warriors. The 
army approached this formidable position on 
the 27th March, near enough to prepare for 
the attack. Gen. Coffee, with the mounted 
men and nearly the whole of the Indian force, 
erossed the river about two miles below the en
campment, with a view to prevent the escape of 
the Indians ; the infantry advanced slowly along 
the point of land which led to the front of the 
breastwork ; a 6 and a 8 pound cannon were 
planted on an eminence, at a distance of 150 to 
200 yards from it. A fire from rifles was di
rected against the enemy, whenever he shewed 
himself beyond his defences. When this fire 
was kept up about two hours, a party crossed 
over in canoes and fired a few of the buildings, 
and then advancing boldly up to the breastwork, 
commenced a fire on the enemy behind it. This 
proving insufficient to dislodge hhn, gen. Jack- 
son resolved to take it by storm. The troops 
received the drder with acclamation, and ad
vanced with an ardent and zealous enthusiasm.
" Having maintained,n Says gen. Jackson, in

k.
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his letter to gov. Blount# « for a few minutes a 
very obstinate contest, muzzle to mtizzle, 
through the port-holes, in which many of the 
enemy’s balls were welded to the bayonets of 
our muskets# our troops succeeded in gaining 
possession .of the opposite side of the works. 
The event could no longer be doubtful. The 
enemy, although many of them fought to the 
last with that kind of bravery which despera
tion inspires, were at length routed and cut to 
pieces. The whole ^margin of the river which 
surrounded the peninsula, was strewed with the 
slain.” The fighting continued with some ser 
verity about 5 hours. Five, hundred and fifty- 
seven of the enemy were left dead on the penin
sula, and a great number were killed in attempt
ing to cross the river ; it was supposed that not 
more than 20 escaped. 250 women and chil
dren were taken prisoners. Gen. Jackson’s loss 
amounted to *3 white men killed, and 173 
wounded ; 23 friendly Indians killed, and 47wmm
- This battle broke down the spirits, as it ma
terially reduced the remaining strength of the 
savages. Wetherford surrendered himself to 
gen. Jackson. Six or seven towns followed the 
example of this chief. M*Queen, with 500 of 
his followers, retired to the Escambia river, 
near Pensacola, Peace was quickly restored. 
The militia were disbanded, and returned to 
their homes.

"Wetherford, whose unconditional surrender 
has been just mentioned, had been the most ac
tive and sanguinary of all the Indian chiefs. He 
signalized himself in several actions : ever pre
sent where danger pressed, he was the constant 
advocate of murder and extermination. In a
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private intervWlr with gen. Jackson, he deliver-1 
cd the following speech :

« I fought at Fort Mimms—I fought the Geor
gian army—I did you all the injury I could—had I 
been supported as I was promised, I would have 
done you more. But my warriors are all killed—I 
can fight you no longer. I look back with sorrow, 
that l have brought destruction on my nation. 1 
am now in yottr power—do with me as you please. 
I am a soldier.”

The barbarous complexion which the enemy 
gave to the war, was not confined to the em
ployment of Indians. We have already detailed 
barbarities in which Indians did not participate. 
Many others must remain untold ; our limits 
will not admit a full détail of t^is part of the 
subject. The treatment to prisoners of war 
was ntif merely unusual; it was, in the last de
gree, cruel, 'unprecedented, barbarous. The 
authenticated proofs, congressional records, af
fidavits, &c. are shockingly numerous.

The exercise, by Britain, of a presumed right 
to command, at all times, the services of native 
subjects, gave rise to one df the causes of jyar, 
to wit, the impressment of seamen out of neutral 
vessels on the high seas. This principle, it was 
intended, should govern the enemy in conduct
ing the war.

The crew of the U. S. brig Nautilus, which 
had been captured in the early part of the war, 
arrived at Boston in a cartel, the 11th Septem
ber, 1812, except six men, who were put in 
irons ; and were, as lieut. Crane understood, to 
be tried for their lives as British subjects, found 
in arms against their king. Com. Kodgers, on 
learning the oireumstance, stopped a cartel 
Which had got under way for Halifax, and took
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out twelve Englishmen as hostages for the six 
Americans.

On the 11th October, six of the crew of the 
private armed ship Sarah-Ann, which was cap
tured and sent into Nassau, were taken out of 
jail, and sent to Jamaica, to be there tried as 
British subjects found in arms against their 
king. It appears, that, on this occasion, the 
British officer fell into a mistake, similar to 
those which had been so commonly committed 
before the declaration of war ; four of the per
sons thus detained were natives of the United 
States ; the others were Irishmen by birth, but 
had been naturalized citizens of the United 
States. On the a rival of capt. Moon (late 
commander of the Sarah-Ann) at Charleston, 
12 Englishmen, including a midshipman, were 
put in* close confinement, as hostages for the 6 
men taken from capt. Moon’s crew.

By. a letter from Geo. S. Wise, purser of the 
United States’ sloop of war Wasp, to the secre
tary of war, it appears, that after the capture 
of that vessel by the British ship Poietiers, 12 
of the crew of the Wasp were detained by capt. 
Beresford as British subjects.

Thpt the enemy intended to deny to others 
the exercise of rights in manner as claimed by 
himself, is evident, from the circumstance of 
the British admiral Warren having refused the 
liberation of Thomas Dunn, a native of the U. 
States, because the said Dunn bad been married 
in England, and had been eight years in his ma
jesty’s service. The application for his libera
tion was made by Mr. Mitchell, U. S. agent for 
the exchange of prisoners at Halifax, at the 
particular request of t he father of said Dunn, 
then residing at Boston. •*-

£K"
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• Twenty-three of the prisoners, taken by the 

enemy at Queenstown, were sent to England, to 
be tried as British subjects, for appearing in 
arms against their king. The United Stales* 
government ordered 23 British soldiers into 
close confinement, as hostages for the safety of 
those so taken,at Queenstown. In retaliation, 
the British government ordered 46 United 
States* officers and non-commissioned officers 
into close and rigorous confinement,
• The system of retaliation, after this oircuin- 
stance, bore a very serious aspect, and threat
ened to be as extensive as prisoners on either 
side were numerous.
„•* The secretary of state transmitted to con
gress on the 16th April, 1814, a very important 
report on the subject matter wliieh led to the 
practice of retaliation, in which it is stated, 
that the British government, among other pre
texts for not discharging citizens of thg United 
States impressed into their service, alledged, 
that they were natives of Prussia, Sweden* &c. 
thus evincing, that the recovery of their ovm 
native subjects, was net the sole motive of inv, 
pressaient. Tlte secretary further reported,

« That all the nations of Europe naturalize fo
reigners

«« That they ail employ in their service the siit> 
jécts of each other, and frequently against their na
tive countries, even when not regularly natutalizéd -

« That although Examples may be found of the 
punishment of their native subjects taken in arms 
against them, the examples are few, and have ei
ther been marked by peculiar circumstances taking 
them out of the controverted principle, or have pro; 
ceeded from the passions or policy of the occa ioiu 
Even in prosecutions and convictions having thç

. .
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latter origin, the final act of punishment has, with 
little exception, been prevented by a sense of equi
ty and dread of retaliation.- It is confidently believ
ed that no instance can be found in which the al- 
ledged purposes of the enemy against the 23 prison
ers in question, under all the circumstances which 
belong to their case, even though any of them may 
not have been regularly naturalized, are countenan
ced by jthe proceedings of any European nation.”

* r'
A publication, of which the following is a 

copy, appeared from the navy department of 
the United States the 26th July, 1814, and was 
understood to be a relinquishment of the system 
of retaliation, on the part of England and of the 
Uhlted States ; the 23 American soldiers, sent 
to England, and all other Americans held by 
the enemy as hostages, having been restored to 
the stale of ordinary piisofters.

“ All officers, seamen and marines of the U. S. 
Navy, captured by the troops or vessels, within the 
command of Sir George Prévost, prior to the 15th 
day of April last, have been duly exchanged, and 
declared competent to serve against the enemy. 
They will therefore immediately report themselves 
to the commanding naval officer of the station on 
which they are or may arrive/*

The time, when the armies must be in winter 
quarters, and the officers less engaged than 
they would be at another season, was chosen 
for the trial of gen. Hull. A general court 

' partial assembled for that purpose at Albany, 
the 5th Jaatrary, 1814, and proceeded in the 
trial, from time to time, until the 8th March.

Three charges were presented against him, 
to wit, treason against the United, States ; cow
ardice; and neglecfrof duty and unofficer-like. 
conduct—to all which, he pleaded not guilty.
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The general, having protested against the 
competency of the court to try the first charge, 
the court «Inclined making any formal decision 
on it | but yet jçavc an opinion that nothing ap
peared to them which could justify the charge.

The court acquitted him of that jmrt of the 
third specification which charges him with hav
ing “ forbidden the American artillery to fire 
on the enemy, on their march towards the said 
Fort Detroit,” and found him guilty of the first, 
second part of the third, and the fourth specifi
cations. S-
• On the third charge, the court found the ac
cused guilty of neglect of duty, in omitting sea
sonably to inspect, train, exercise, and order 
the troops under his command, or cause them 
to be done. Tlley also found him. guilty of part 
of the fourth and fifth specifications, and the 
whole of the sixth and seventh ; and acquitted 
him of the second and third, and part of the 

. fourth and fifth specifications.
The court sentenced “the said brigadier- 

general William Hull to be shot to death, two 
thirds of the court concurring in the sentence.”
■ " The president, of the United States approved 
the sentence, remitted the execution, and order
ed the name of gen. Hull to be erased from the 
list of the army.

The general, in an address to the people of 
the United States, appealed to their decision 
against the verdict, and sentence of the court, 
declaring himself innocent, notwithstanding the 
verdict, and charging the government with per
secution and injustice to himself.

A circumstance of great interest, and wliieh 
might have a great effect on the wav between 
Great-Britain and the United Stales, occurred

miJÊàÈI
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ki March, 481*. On the 81st of that month, 
the allied armies of Austria, Prussia, and Rus
sia, headed by their respective sovereigns tri
umphantly entered the French capital, over
threw the Bonapartcan dynasty, sent its chief 
into exile, and replaced Louis XVIII. on lb6 
throne of his‘ancestors.

Hitherto the power of England was divided 
. between making war on France and the United 

States of America ; k was to Üe now entirely 
turned against the latter, at least so the British 
editors threatened. Indeed America would cer
tainly be punished, overthrown, re subjugated, 
and enslaved, if editor’s lead eouid be form
ed'into balls, instead of types, and these pressed 
into cannon, instead of being pressed oh paper.

The new situations of affairs in Europe, cre
ated much alarm, but no despondency in Amer
ica. The citizens saw the approach of a t erri
ble conflict, hut they resolved to meet it. The 
legions, whieh gained the character of « invin- , 
cible,” in Spain, Portugal and Franee, were to 
be vomited on the shores of America ; the thou
sand ships of Britain were to blockade the 
coast ; British tars, without number, were to 
cover the lakes ; and these myriads, by sèa and 
by land, were to be directed, by those comman
ders who swept the European navies from the 
oeean, and out-rivaled the best generals of the 
first warrior in the world. Yet, notwithstand
ing these exterminating threats and gloomy 
prospects, America was destined to preserve her 
independence and honor ; and to gather more 
laurels in 1814, than she did in any former year 
•f this war:

A small quantity of stores, intended for the 
ue of the army ami fleet at SaeketVs Harbor*

£98
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wera deposited at Fort Oswegoaqd a dbfisid- 
crable quantity at the Falls, 10 miles in the 
rear of the fort. The enemy prepared an ex
pedition to seize both. Lieut, col. Mitehel, of 
the artillery, arrived àt Oswego on the 30th 
April, 1814, for the protection of that place, 
which he found in a very had state of defence. 
Of cannon, there were but 5 guns,' 3 of which 
had lost their trunnions. What could be done 
in the way of repair, >vas effected $ new plat
forms were laid, the gun-carriages put iik or
der, and decayed pickets re-placed. At day
light on the morning of the 5th May, a British 
qaval force of 4 ships, 3 brigs, and a number 
of gun 4md other boats, were discovered at a- 
bout 7 miles from the fort. The’ force, at the 
fort, consisted of 290 effectives. These were 
too few for the purpose of defence. It became 
necessary to disguisë this weakness, andiokeep 
the entire fn one place : fpr this ^purpose, the 
tents were pitched on one side of the rear, and 
the men were all ordered to the other. At 1 
o’clock, 15 large barges, crowded with men, 
moved toward the side opposite that on which 
the tents were pitched, and where there appear
ed the least show of resistance. These were 
preceded by gun-boats, to cover the landing.— 
As soon as the boats got within the range of 
shot, a very successful fire w as opened from the 
shore-battery, which compelled (hern to retire 
twice, when they stood off, and returned to their 
ships. Some boats, which had been deserted, 
were taken up by the militia, one of (he boats 
was 60 feet long, and could accommodate 150 
men. ./ 1 | J*'-

At day-break, on the 6th, the fleet again ap
proached the fort. The Wolfe, imd other ves-

s2
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sels, kept up a fire for 3 hours against the tort 
and batteries. Col. Mite hell, finding that the 
enemy had landed about 2000 men, withdrew 
hie small force into the rear of the fort ; and, 
with two eompanies, (Romayne and Melvin’s) 
met their advancing columns, while the other 
eompanies engaged the flanks of the enemy.—- 
"With the aid of lient. Pearce, of the navy, and 
some seamen, the little American band main* 
tained Us ground for half an hour. Col. Mitch
ell then marehed his force, but not precipitate
ly, to the falls, destroying the bridges in his, 
rear. The enemy, although commanded -by 
gen. Drummond and com. Yeo, did not think, 
proper to. pursue the eoloneL . They burned the 
eld barracks,* aud evacuated the forty about d> 
o’clock in the morning of the 7 th-

The American loss amounted to & killed, 38. 
■wounded, and 45 missing—-total 69. Deserters 
Srom the enemy stated his loss to be 70 killed, 
165 wounded,' drowned and missing—total 235- 
Eight pieces of eannon,and some stores, worth 
about 100 dollars, fell into the enemy’s hands.

On no occasion, did the Americans deservo 
better of their country ; at no time before, did 
the énemy buy victory with less advantage ta 
himself, or at a dearer price, The companies, 
under command of col. Mitchell, consisted of 
Boyle’s, Romayne’s, M*lntire's and Pierce’s, 
.heavy artillery, and a few seamen ; in all, less 

. than 800 men. Twice they repulsed, and fot 
v nearly two days maintained a contest against 

, seven times their number, and Anally succeeded 
in preserving the stores at the falls, the loss of 
whioh would materially impede the operations 
of the army and navy. The enemy carried off* 
#0 ef the manned inhabitants of the village,
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who were stated in the British report, as so ma* 
By prisoners» ÏÊk,' • '

On the 30th May, eapt. Woolsey, of (lie na
vy, being on his return from Oswego, with IS 
boats, carrying a number of eaonon, and a 
quantity of rigging for the new vessels at Sac- 
kctVs Harbor, put into Sandy-Creek, about 16 
miles from the Harbor. Fearing an attack 
from the enemy, major Apling was placed, with 
120 riflemen, and a few of the Oneida Indians, 
in the woods, on each side of the creek ; a few 
raw militia were sent to make a show of resist
ance. The plan succeeded ; the militia, on the 
first fire from the enemy, retreated in apparent 
confusion, and were pursued until the entire 
passed t^e riflemen and Indians, who were itr 
ambush.- The enemy was attacked in rear, 
while a battery of 4 field pieces opened on him 
in front. ' The contest was not of long duration. 
After 10 minutes fighting, the enemy surren
dered. The enemy lost 2 post-captains, 4 lieu
tenants, of the royal navy, prisoners ; 2 lieuten
ants of marines, wounded, and prisoners ; 1 
midshipman, and 13 sailors and marines, killed ; 
28 sailors and marines wounded, and 163 tailors 
and marines, prisoners—total 183. 2 gun-beats 
and 6 barges were taken. Only one American 
was wounded. v . ‘ +

On the 15th May, the enemy landed several 
hundred men at Pultneyville, (which is on tho 
margin of Lake Ontario,) and took possession 
of 100 barrels damaged flour, which were in a 
store dose by the lake. Gen* Swift, on-hearing 
of the advance of the enemy, readied Pultney- 
ville with about 130 vdimteershnd militia ; huh 
deeming this force too small to oppose a nu
merous. enemy, within range of the gone of MB
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licet, lie did not dispute the possession of the 
damaged Hour ; but finding the enemy proceed
ing to other depredations, he commenced a lire 
on him from an adjacent wood, which wounded 
several and compelled him to re-embark, when 
a cannonade commenced from the fleet on the 
town, without doing material injury. A large 
quantity of flour was deposited about a mile 
from the town, which the enemy chose to fore
go the plunder of, rather than trust themselves 
in the woods with gen. Swift and his riflemen.

• In^his month, col. Campbell, (19th infantry) 
>vith a detachment of 5 or 600 men, and some 
seamen acting as artillerists, crossed from Erie 
to Long-Point, About50 British dragoons sta
tioned there as an out-post and guard to public 
stores, made their escape. The millsfemployed 
in manufacturing flour for the enemy, and some 
houses occupied as stores, were burned. When 
the party returned, without losing a man.

The following transaction with the enemy’s 
fleet on Lake Champlain, will be best explain
ed by giving the following extract of a letter 
from ma jor-general Izard commanding the first, 
or division of the right, dated at his head-quar
ters, May 17.

“ On receiving notice of the enemy’s proceeding 
up the lake on the 13th inst. a detachment of light 
artillery, under the command of capt. Thornton, of 
that corps, was dispatched in waggons from Bur
lington to Vergennes, where they manned the bat
tery at the mouth of Otter Creek. At day-break, 
(on the 14th) the enemy attacked with his whole 
force, and after a severe cannonade of two hours 
and a half, during which they suffered very consid
erably, they withdrew to repair damages. Tester-, 
day they departed this place, having some of their 
vessels in tow, and are gone to their own ports,—-
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Two.of their galleys are said to be missing. No 
damage was done on our side, excepting dismount
ing one gun in the battery, by which two men were 
slightly wounded;*'

The Chesapeake Bay was likely, and proved, 
to continue a theatre of the enemy’s depreda
tions. A number of boats, carrying heavy me
tal, were constructed in March, 1814, on the 
eastern shore of Maryland, for the protection of 
the bay, and the command of them given to that 
intrepid officer, commodore Barney. This flo
tilla proved a great annoyance to the enemy, 
was an object of his constant attention, and 
was finally destroyed, as will be hereafter par
ticularly detailed. ‘ -*

The enemy had a skirmish on the 29tlr May, 
with the Accomack militia, which reflected the 
highest honor cn the latter. Between 6 and 7 
o’clock in the morning, the enemy entered the 
Pamgoteaqne creek. They were at first most 
gallantly met by 2d lieut. Underhill, of the ar
tillery, and 6 or 7 men, who stood the fire of 
their 18 pounders, grape, musketry and Con
greve rockets, then within 60 yards, when lieut. 
Underhill, finding all further resistance utterly 
useless, and not having a sufficient force to re
move the artillery, caused it to be spiked, and 
retreated. The piece fell into the hands of the 
enemy, who also destroyed some trifling build
ings, which had been occupied as barracks.— 
Finding no resistance from the point which 
lieut. Underhill had occupied, they commenced 
their landing, and in a few minutes had from 
450 to 500 men, 200 of whom were negroes, all 
well armed, formed, and advancing from the 
shore, /the negroes in front. From the place 
of thçic landing, they marched about threa
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quarters of a mile into the country, where they 
were met by a party of militia, not more than 
25 in number. This little band stood for two 
hours, the whole force of the enemy. At this 
time the militia began to collect, which the en
emy perceiving, retreated to his ships, and thus 
escaped being either killed or taken prisoners. 
During their stay on land, the enemy commit
ted'’ several petty robberies and shameful exces
ses, carrying away bacon, poultry, clothes, &c.

Commodore Barney got under way on the 1st 
June, with his flotilla, in the Patuxent, with the 
intention to engage, or chase away the enemy. 
On,approaching them, he discovered 2 sclioon- 
ers, one a full rigged, showing 9 ports on a side. 
When off St. Jerome’s, he discovered a large 
ship under way, and that ihe had despatched a 
number of boats to the aid of the schooners. 
The wind having veered sq as to prove unfavor
able to the flotilla, the commodore made signal 
for the Patuxent, and was followed by a 74, 3 
schooners, and 7 barges. After doubling round 
Cedw-point, in the mouth of the river, lie found 
that gttn-boat No. 137, was so far astern, that 
she must be taken, or saved by an engagement. 
The commodore brought the Scorpion and gun
boat No. 138, to anchor, gent men on board the 
boat 137, to row and tow her in, and" signaled 
his other vessels to return and join him. The 
Scorpion, and boat 138, opened a fire on a.iarge 
schooner, and a number of barges, wliieh had 
got ahead of the boat 137. The commodore’s 
barges, at this time, had returned, and, rowing 
down on the enemy, gave them a number of 
shots, and then returned into port with all the 
flotilla. This bold exploit did great honor to 
Barney and his crews.
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The enemy landed at Cedar-point, in the even
ing of the 4th Jane, and carried oft" several ne
groes, and considerable stock from the planta
tion of Mi*. Sewal.

The enemy’s squadron, being reinforced by a 
razee and a sloop of war, the commodore mov
ed his ilotilla up to the mouth of St. Leonard’s 
creek. At 5, P. M. the 8th June, he perceived 
a ship, a brig, 2 schooners and 15 barges, com
ing up the Patuxent, whereon the commodore 
moved his flotilla about two miles up the creek, 
and there moored them in line abreast, across 
the channel, and prepared for action. At 8 A. 
M. the enemy’s barges came up the creek, the 
ship, &c. were anchored at the mouth of the 
creek ; a rocket barge was advanced on the flo
tilla. At this time, the commodore got his 
barges (13 in number) under way, leaving the 
Scorpion and gun-boats at anchor, and rowed 
down upon the»,enemy, when they precipitately 
sailed and rowed off, with all their means. The 
commodore pursued them, until near their ship
ping, when his barges were brought back to 
their*moorings. In the afternoon the enemy 
came up the creek again, threw some rockets, 
and were again pursued, and driven out of the 
creek, by the flotilla.

The situation of commodore Barney, and his 
flotilla, in St. Leonard’s creek, was really un
pleasant and critical. He was, however, re
lieved, by a bold and successful attack on the 
enemy on the morning of the 26th June.

The following is a copy of commodore Bar
ney’s report, to the secretary of the navy :

“ Sir—This morning, at 4 A. M. a combined at
tack of the artillery, marine corps and flotilla, was 
made upon the enemy's two frigates at the mouth

4
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of the creek. After two hours’ engagement, they 
got under way and made sail down the river. They 
ure now warping round Point Patience, and 1 am 
moving up the Patuxent with my flotilla. My loss 
is acting midshipman Asquith, killed, and ten oth
ers, killed and wounded. With respect, Stc.

» JOSHUA BARNEY.”
In June, the enemy landed about 400 men, 

anil burned the tobacco ware-houses at Lower 
Marlborough, and Magruder’s ferry, ànd also 
Cole’s wave-house. It is impossible, in our pre
sent limits, to detail every petty and wanton 
act of an unprincipled and mean enemy ; where 
hq could remove the plundered property, he 
removed it what he could not remove, he de
stroyed. In Calvert, near Lower Marlborough, 
they forced away w ith them some negroes j also 
took some cattle and poultry.

A person who repaired to the scene of depre
dation, after the enemy had retired, wrote to 
his friend in Baltimore, “ It would have dis
tressed you to see the tobacco at Magruder’s, 
burning, as I did, this evening. Eleven hun
dred, hogsheads, nearly all consumed, untMiout 
/our hundred at Lower Marlborough, where 
the/took a schooner (eapt. David's) and loaded 
her.”

The enemy performed one exploit, which, if 
not tarnished hy the barbarous use he made of 
conquest, would have left him one instance of 
victory not petty.

The enemy appeared in great force in the
Chesapeake, about the middle of August.------
More than 50 of his vessels entered the Patux
ent, and landed about 5000 Jroops and marines, 
chiefly about Benedict, 40 miles southeast of the 
city of Washington. The foree, at the disposi-
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tion of gen. Winder, was, unfortunately, inade
quate to defend the city ; and it fell into the 
power of the enemy. The entire force of every 
description which could be collected to oppose 
the enemy, did not exceed 5000 men ; these, 
however, would have been sufficient for the pur
pose, had they all acted with equal firmness.

On the 22d, the British flankers approached 
the wood-yard, 12 miles from the city, where 
gen. Winder, with his main body was posted.— 
The line of battle was formed by the American 
troops, but the enemy filed off to the left. At 9 
o’clock, commodore Barney caused his flotilla 
to be destroyed, and he proceeded with his men 
to take post in front of the enemy.

On the evening of the 23d, gen. Winder’s 
head-quarter’s were at Battalion Fields, within 
8 miles of the city, and a short distance from 
Bladensburg. At 1 o’clock, on the 23.-th, the 
army was posted on the right of Bladensburg, 
about half a mile distant from the village. The 
artillery, from Baltimore, supported by major 
Pinckney’s rifle battalion, and a part of captain 
Doughty’s, from the navy-yard, were in advance, 
to command the pass of the bridge at Bladens
burg. Soon after 1 o’clock, the enemy appear
ed, advancing toward the bridge over the east
ern branch. When they readied the bridge, 
which they did in solid column, the artillery o- 
petied a warm fire on them, and the riflemen, 
and a regiment of militia, were soon engaged. 
Before 2 o’clock, the enemy advanced so close 
on the Baltimore volunteers, as to force them 
to retreat, bringing with them their artillery 
and arms, except one piece which was lost by 
the unruliness of the horses. The retreat was 
net the effect of cowardice, for no men could

T
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behave with more honor to themselves. While 
they fought, they made a galling impression on 
the enemy, and when forced to yield before 
numbers vastly superior, they would, no doubt, 
have yet sought a place from which to triumph 
in a contest so handsomely began, but they were 
not properly supported. The right and 
centre of Stansbury’s brigade, consisting of 
lieut. col. Ragan and Shuler’s regiments, gene
rally gave .way, and fled in disorder, nor could 
they he rallied, wiili the exception of about 40 
men, and a part of capt. Shower’s company, 
both of whom, even thus deserted, made a gal
lant hut ineffectual stand. Col. Ragan, in his 
great efforts to rally his men, was wounded, 
and taken prisoner. The 5th Baltimore regi
ment, under lieut. col. Stcrrett, being the left 
of gen» Stansbury’s brigade, still stood their 
ground, and, except for a moment, when part of 
them recoiled a few steps, remained firm until 
ordered to retreat.

The reserve, under general Smith, of the 
District of Columbia, with the militia of the ci
ty and Georgetown, with the regulars, and some 
detachments of Maryland militia, flanked on 

• their right by com. Barney and his men, and 
col. Beal, maintained the contest with great ef
fect, until overpowered by numbers. Barney 
and his gallant men had just gained the ground 
from a station near the navy yard, and opened 
from three 18 pounders, a fire, which, for the 
time it lasted, and considering the means, was 
perhaps the most destructive and active that 
lias ever been experienced. The brave Barney 
fell, severely wounded, into the hands of the 
enemy. His men fought, under his orders, un
til the enemy reached nearly to the muzzles of
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the guns, nor did they retire, until ordered to do 
so, after every hope of victory vanished. The 
enemy treated the commodore with that courte
sy and attention which his splendid merit could 
not fail to inspire.

The battle being now over, after continuing 
more than an hour, gen. Koss, who commanded 
the land force, and admiral Cockburn, who com
manded the seamen and marines, entered the 
city with a part of their forces. And now, be
gan a scene, which, in the opinion even of a sa
vage, would disgrace the characters while living, 
and, after death, consign to eternal infamy, the 
names of these two commanders. Never will 
barbarism and the fate of Washington be coup
led in history, without being accompanied by 
the names of Ross and Cockburn. The de
struction of private property would be in char
acter with tlie conduct, which disgraced the 
British arms in the Chesapeake and elsewhere. 
The triumphant entry of the marauders into the 
capital of an infant republic, gave them an op
portunity of proving the /respect in which they 
held the arts, sciences and literature. “ They,” 
to use the words of president Madison’s procla
mation, “ wantonly destroyed the public edifi
ces, having no relation in their structure to op
erations of war, nor used, at any time, for mili* 
tary annoyance ; some of these edifices being 
also costly monuments of taste and of the arts, 
and others, depositories of the public archicves, 
not only precious to the nation, as the memori
als ofits origin, and its early transactions, but 
interesting to all nations, as contributions to the 
general stock of historical instruction and polit
ical science.” With the public buildings, the 
national library w as destroyed, Cockburn at-
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tended, in person, to the destruction of the 
printing materials, in the office of the National 
Intelligencer. A few private buildings were 
burned. The navy-yard, with all its shipping 
and stores, including a new frigate and sloop of 
war, were destroyed, previous to its occupation 
by the enemy. The British army retired in 
the night of the 25th, in prudent hurry, and 
with studied silence, leaving several of their » 
wounded behind, and some of their dead, unbu- 
ried. The American loss was stated by générai 
"Winder, to be between 30 and 40 killed, from 
50 to 60 wounded, and about 120 taken prison
ers. « From the best intelligence,” says the 
gtherai, « there remains but little doubt, that 
the enemy lost, at least, 400 killed anck wound
ed, and of these, a very unusual portion kil
led.”

Fort Warburton having been deserted by the 
U. S. troops, and consequently destroyed by the 
enemy, the latter advanced towards Alexandria, 
the civil authority of which, submitted to the 
most disgraceful terms of capitulation, by which 
the city was given up to plunder.# The enemy 

* carried off 14 vessels, laden with flour, tobacco, 
cotton, groceries, and a variety of goods, taken 
from the private stores.

A series of the most daring exertions were 
made by commodores Rodgers, Porter and Per
ry, with tbeiv seamen, and some of the Virginia 
militia, to prevent the escape of tlie enemy with 
his booty, but lie got off. with some loss, taking 
the plunder with him. Terms, similar to those 
accepted by Alexandria, were offered to George
town, which the latter indignantly rejected, and 
escaped being plundered.

The enemy attempted to justify his predatory

' fh Æ ! ■ (s 'ttvCVi! ')>
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warfare in the Chesapeake, and elsewhgfre, by 
professing, that he acted in retaliation or exces
ses, said, by him, to have been committed by 
the armies of the United States, in Canada.— 
Nothing, however, could be farther from truth. 
The conduct of the republican armies could, by 
no fair construction, justify the barbarities of 
the enemy, and it was well known, that the rob
beries and destruction of private property and 
buildings, particularly in the vicinity of the 
Chesapeake, and its tributary streams, had, in 
many instances, preceded those said to have been 
committed by the Americans.

The enemy, probably emboldened by bis suc
cess at Washington, projected a descent on, and 
of course, the plundering and burning, the city 
of Baltimore. The movements of the enemy 
having led to a suspicion of his design, general 
Samuel Smith, the revolutionary hero and de
fender of Mud-fort, ma^e some early disposi
tions to repel ap invasion, if such should be at

Gen. Striker was detached, on the evening of 
the 11 th September, wijh a portion of his firi- 

*gade, on the North-point-road. Major Randal, 
of the Baltimore county militia, having under 
his command, a light corps of riflemen, and 
musketry, taken from gen. Stansbhry*s brigade, 
and jhe Pennsylvania volunteers, was detached 
to the mouth of Bear creek, with orders to co
operate with gen. Striker, and to «heck any 
landing which the enemy might attempt in that 
quarter.

On Monday, the 12th, the enemy landed be
tween 8600 and 9000 men, at North-point, lit 
miles from Baltimore, the land force under com- 
.safcndpfgen. tioss—the seamen under admiral

T 2
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Cockfcurn. Gen. Striker had, that morning*, 
taken a good position at the junction of the 
roads,'leading from Baltimore to the North- 
point, having his right flanked by Bear-creek, 
and his left by a marsh. Here he waited the 
approach of the enemy, having sent on an ad
vance corps, under the command of maj. Heath, 
of the 5th regiment. “ This advance,” says 
gen. Smith, in his report, “ met the enemy, and 
after some skirmishing, it returned to the line, 
the main body of the enemy being at a short 
distance in the rear of their advance- Between 
2 and 3 o’clock, the enemy’s whole force came 
up and commenced the battle, by some dischar
ges of rockets, which were succeeded by the 
•annon from both sides, and soon after the ac
tion became general along the line. Gen. Strik
er gallantly maintained his ground against a 
great superiority of numbers during the space 
of an hour and twenty minutes, when the regi
ment on his left (the 51st) giving, way, he was 
under the necessity of retiring to the ground m 
his rear, where he had stationed’ one regiment 
as a reserve. He here formed his brigade : buj 
the enemy net thinking inadvisable to pursue, 
he, in compliance with arrangements, fell back 
and took post on the left of my entrenchments, 
and a half mile in advance of them.”

The following extracts, from gen. Smith’s 
report, will best explain the further movements 
of the respective armies.

“ About the time gen. Strieker had taken the 
ground just mentioned, he was joined by brig. gen. 
"Wind» r, who had been stationed on the west side of 
the city, but was now ordered to march with gen. 
Douglas's brig»de of Virginia militia, and the U. S. 
dragoons, under capt. Bird, and take post op the l$ft



m

*

HISTORY OF THE WAR.

of gen. Striker. During these movements, the 
brigades of gen. Stansbury and Foreman, the sea
men and marines under com. Rodgers, the Penn
sylvania volunteers under cols. Cobeaa and Findley, 
the Baltimore artillery under col. flams, and the 
maritime artillery under capt. Stiles, manned the 
trenches and the batteries—all prepared to receive 
the enemy. We remained in this situation during 
the night.

“ On Tuesday, the enemy appeared in front of 
my entrenchments, at the distance of two miles, on 
the Philadelphia road, from whence he had a full 
view of our position. He manoeuvred during the 
morning towards our left, as if with the intention 
of making a circuitous inarch, and coming down^n 
the Harford or York roads. Gens. Winder and 
Striker were ordered to adapt their movements to- 
those of the enemy, so as to baffle this supposed in
tention. They executed this order with great skill 
and judgment, by taking an advantageous position, 
stretching from my left across the country, when the 
enemy was likely to approach the quarter he seem
ed to threaten-. This movement induced the ene
my to concentrate his forces (between one and two 
o’clock) in my front, pushing his advance to within 
a mile of us, driving in our videttes, and shewing 
an intention of attacking us that evening. 1 imme
diately drew gens. Winder and Striker nearer to- 
the left of my entrenchments and to the right of the 
enemy, with the intention of their falling on his 
right or rear, should he attack me ; or, if he declin
ed it, of attacking him in the morning. To this 
movement and to the strength of my defence, which 
the enemy had the fairest opportunity of observing, 
I amr induced to attribute his retreat, which was 
commenced at half past one o’clock on Wednesday 
morning. In this he was so favored by the extreme

V darkness, and a continued ram, that we did not dis
cover it until day-light.”

< - «‘1 have now the pleasure of calling your atten-
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ttion to the brave commander of Fort M‘Henry, maj. 
Armistead, and to the operations confined to that 
quarter. The enemy made his approach by water 
at the same time that his army was advancing on 
the land, and commenced a discharge of bombs and 
rockets at the fort, as soon as he got within range 
of it. The situation of major Armistead was pecu
liarly trying—the enemy, having taken his position 
such a distance as to render offensive operations on 
the part of the fort entirely fruitless, whilst their 
bombs and rockets were every moment falling in 
and about it—the officers and men, at the same time, 
entirely exposed. The vessels, however, had the 
temerity to approach somewhat nearer—they were 
a» soon compelled to withdraw. During the night, 
v^ilst the enemy on land was retreating, and whilst 
the bombardment was most severe, two or three 
rocket vessels and barges, succeeded in getting up 
the Ferry Branch, but they were soon compelled to 
retire, by the forts in that quarter, commanded by 
lieut. Newcomb, of the navy, and lieut. Webster of 
the flotilla. These fortsealso destroyed one of the 
barges, with all on board. The barges and battery 

y at the Lazaretto, under the command of lieut Rutter, 
,of the flotilla, kept up a brisk, and it is believed, a 
successful fire during the hottest period of the bom
bardment.”

It was impossible for veteran, or the most ex
perienced troops, to act with more firm disci

pline, or cool courage, than the citizens of Bal
timore, and the. troops engaged, did on this ee- 
.©asion, with the exception already mentioned. 
A pursuit ef the enemy was attempted, with
out, however, doing him much injury. The 
troops were so exhausted, with three day’s and 
night’s fatigue, that they could do little more 
than pick up a few stragglers. A line of de
fences thrown up by the Americans from Buck 
.River to Humphries’ creek, on the Patapsco*
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were used by the enemy to protect his embark
ation.

As a measure necessary to the taking of Bal
timore, admiral Cockburn sent, what he relied 
on as a competent force to take Fort M‘ Henry, 
situated on a point of land about two miles from 
the city. The enemy’s vessels were ranged on 
the 12tli, at a respectable distance, in front of 
the works. At an early hour, on the 12th, six 
bomb and some rocket vessels, commenced the 
attack, "but at such a distance as to have little 
effect. A .vast many very heavy bombs and 
rockets vyele thrown from the shipping, and an
swered fjfo^orma from the fort, the Lazaretto, 
battery, and barges. This noisy play lasted un
til near 8 P. M. when the enemy dropped near
er the battery. The firing now became more 
frequent, and soon became tremendous, but the 
enemy finding that the men in the fort could 
hit as well as fire, soon slipped their cables and 
drew off to their former distance from which 
they continued the bombardment.

Favored by a dark night, one or two of the 
enemy’s bomb vessels, and several barges, with 
1200 chosen men, passed the fort at about one 
o’clock, in the morning of the 14th, and pro
ceeded up the Patapsco, to attack the town in 
the rear, and probably with a view to effect a 
landing. From their new station, they com
menced a very warm, throwing of ltombs and 
rockets, but were re-paid with such rigour and 
effect, that the screams of their wounded could 
be heard in the midst of a roar of arms, that 
made the' houses in the city shake, for nearly 
an hour and a half. About 3 o’clock the ene
my retired, much crippled, to his former re
spectful distance, when he again commenced
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tbe bombardment, and continued it until day
light, when he finally withdrew. The entire 
duration of the bombardment was little short of 
24 hours. The loss of tbe enemy, on board bis 
vessels, cannot be ascertained, but was, undoubt
edly great ; that in Fort M‘Henry was aston
ishingly small, consisting of 4 killed and about 
30 wounded. Major Armistead commanded tbe 
fort. A party of com. Rodgers’ crew was post
ed at Fort Covington ; Barney’s flotilla men 
were stationed at the city-battery.

The enemy’s retreat was attended with mor
tification and disappointment. Gen. Ross, tbe 
destroyer of Washington, was killed ; and, 
at least, 800 men killed, wounded or missing.--. 
The entire American loss did not exceed 20 
killed, 90 wounded, and 47 missing.

Tbe enemy was at Cliaptico, in October. The 
following particulars of the excesses committed 
at that place, appeared in the Alexandria Her
ald, signed Robert Wright :

“ I passed through Chaptico shortly after the en
emy left it, and I am sorry to say that their conduct 
Would have disgraced Cannibal? ; the houses were 
torn to pieces, the well, which afforded water for 
the inhabitants, was filled up, and. what is still 
worse, the church and the ashes of the dead, shar
ed equally bad or worse fate. Will you believe me, 
when I tell you, that the sunken graves were con
verted into barbacue holes ! ! ! The remaining glass 
çfthe church windows broken, the communion ta
ble used as a dinner table, and then broken to pie
ces ! Bad as the above may appear, it dwindles in
to insignificance, when compared with what follows : 
the vault was entered, and the remains of the dead 
disturbed. Yes, my friend, the winding sheet was 
torn from the body of a lady of the first respectabili
ty, and the whole content# of the vault entirely d&r 
ranged 1 1* :
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Soon after leaving Chaptico, the enemy visit
ed St. Inigoes, in St. Mary’s county, Maryland. 
This was the habitation of a missionary, and 
the scite of a Roman Catholic church. Nothing 
could be expected but the furniture of the priest 
and plate of the church. Both were taken ; 
feather-beds, sheets, blankets, curtains, spoons, 
knives, forks, &c. were taken away or destroy
ed ; the sacred vestments wcie thrown about, 
the vessels, consecrated to the service of God, 
pvophaned, the altar stript naked, the taber
nacle carried oft*, and the blessed sacrament 
borne away in the hands of those sacrilegious 
wretches. Some few articles were restored at 
the instance of the British officer, who would 
probably, with to sec the entire restored, but 
h<could not command them ; “ they are,” said 
ho, “ a set of ruffians.” Some other articles, 
belonging to the church, were restored in a few 
days afterwards.

The following circumstance proves how dear
ly the enemy gains a victory, when opposed by 
a force, however small.

On the evening of the 6th November, capt. 
Gordon, naval commander at Norfolk, despatch
ed 2 tenders and 4 boats, off Black river, for the 
fjbpose of convoying several craft, then lying 

river, and bound to Norfolk. The ves
sels were, unfortunately, separated, during the 
night ; the boats, owing to a rough sea, return
ed to Norfolk. The two tenders, Franklin and 
Despatch, were separated from each other.

The commander ofthe Despatch, finding, in 
the morning, that he had drifted, in a oalm, 
near the enemy’s ships in Lynnhaven, and that 
they were manning their boats, to attack him, 
made signal to the Franklin, and the boats ly-
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ing under Old point. The boats joined the 
Despatch ; and the enemy’s boats, after ex
changing a few shots, and a breeze having 
sprung up, gave over the chase, and directed 
their attention to the Franklin, that lay nearly 
becalmed up the bay. The enemy came up 
with the Franklin, about 10 A* M. when the 
firing commenced. During.one hour and a half 
the Franklin's crew consisting of Mr. Ham- 
mersley, master’s mate, who commanded ; one 
midshipman (Mr. Cook) ; two master’s mates 
and pilots, and 31 men, maintained a gallant de
fence against a tender and 14 barges, and boats 
of the enemy, The tender And two heavy 
launches, made several attempts to board, but 
ibère as often beaten off. At length, at half 
past 11; the Franklin was carried, being board
ed at the same moment by the crews of 5 heavy 
boats.

The peace in Europe having relieved the 
ships and seamen of England from any other 
engagement, except the wav against the United 
States, it was supposed, that an American ship 
would not dare longer to venture on the ocean, 
or sail on4he lakes. Every American port was 
to be blockade», every sea-pert towh to be burn
ed <r* destroyed ; the frames of frigates uete 
to be transported from England, ana sucUijly 
put together, and launched on the lakes, wrhe 
violent threats were heard, the expected legions 
looked for, with a coolness, on the part of the 
Americans, which evinced courage ; but with a 
preparation; that evinced a determination to 
defend their homes, their families, their coun
try, and liberty.

Two armed launches and four barges of the 
enemy carrying about 220 men, entered Coimei-
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tieut river, in the evening of the 7th April, and 
arrived at Pettipaug point, about 4 o’clock in 
the morning of the 8th. It was quite a surprise 
on the few inhabitants, who had no means of 
resistance. They immediately landed and burn
ed all the vessels at the wharves, and on the 
stocks, except a brig, a schooner, and 2 sloops, 
which they carried down the river, on their re
tiring, after 10 o’clock ; but the wind shifting, 
they burned all except the schooner, and not be
ing able to proceed, they came to anchor a short 
distance below Pettipaug, where they lay until 
night, then burned the schooner, and departed,— 
without interruption, or any attempt to annoy 
them, except that a few guns were fired on 
(hem after they had passed the mouth of the 
liver, to which they returned three cheers, and 
passed off.

During the 8th, the militia collected to the 
number of about 1000, with 6 field pieces ; an 
officer, with 150 sailors and soldiers, from New- 
London, had also arrived. Gen. Williams, un
der authority of the state of Connecticut,» as
sumed the command. Nothing seemed more 
easy than to capture the enemy, yet no attempt 
was made to do so, unless a summons to surren
der can be so considered. Much censure was 
then attributed to the general for his dilatory 
conduct, and it seems not to have been hitherto 
accounted for. About 25 vessels were destroy
ed, many of them large and valuable.

Com. Hardy, of the Ha mi 1res 74, addressed a 
letter in May, to the British agent for prison
ers of war in Boston, stating that lie had arriv
ed in the hay, with an adequate force to carry 
the blockade into effect, and requesting him to 
make it known to the neutral consul» artd agents

i <
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in that town and state, that the blockade would 
be rigorously enforced, agreeably to the procla

im mation for the same.
The following copy of a letter from commo

dore Lewis, commanding the United States’ flo
tilla at New-York, to the secretary of the navy, 
dated May 29,1814, will show that the Yankees 
determined to have some trade, notwithstanding 
the mighty force of the enemy on the ocean.
1 “ Sir—I have the honor to inform you, that on 
the 19th I discovered the enemy in pursuit of a brig 
under American colors, standing for Sandy-Hook. 
^-ordered a detachment of 11 gun-boats to proceed 
to sea, and pass between the chase and the enemy, 
by, which means to bring him to action, and give op
portunity to the chase to escape, all which was ef
fected ; the enemy, after receiving my fire, bore a- 
way—and the brig in question entered the harbor, 
proved to be the brig Regent from France, with a 
very valuable cargo. And on Monday the 23d, I 
engaged the enemy before New-London, and open
ed a passage for 40 sail of coasting vessels ; the ac
tion lasted 3 hours, in which the flotilla suffered 
Very little ; No. 6 receixed a shot under water, and 
others through the sails—we have reason to believe 
that the enemy suffered very great injury, as he ap
peared unwilling to renew the action the following 
morning ; my object was accomplished, which was 
to force a passage for the convoy. There are be
fore New-London 3 seventy-four’s, 4 frigates, and 
several small vessels, the latter doing great injury, 
from their disguised character and superior sailing. 
I have the honor to assure you of mv high respect,

• - ' N J. LEWIS.”
As Soon as the engagement ceased, the floiil

ia came to anchor before the harbor of New- 
jLondon, within gun-shot of the enemy, with a 
view of renewing the action in the morning,

, m . -
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when we found that the enemy had collected 
all his force, in number 7 ships and several small 
vessels, in consequence of which great accession 

^>f force, the project of renewing the action was 
^abandoned, and signal was made to proceed Up 
wSoun<l, whither the enemy pursued as far as 
Faulkner’s Island.

Capt. Sawyer, of the Smack Resolution, from 
Stonington, informed, that, in the gun-boat bat
tle. one shot passed through the mainsail of the 
Sylph, and another cut away her ensign ; that 
one shot passed through the bow of the Maid
stone, one through her foremast, and one into 
her hull ; and that on the dky hfter the engage
ment, a number of men from these vessels were 
buried on Fisher’s Island.

A British squadron, consisting of a 74 gun- 
ship, several frigates, and smaller vessels, with 
numerous launches, spread terror along the 
coast of Massachusetts, and succeeded in doing 
considerable injury to coasting vessels. About 
200 men landed, on the 13th May, at Wareham, 
in Massachusetts, and burned 12 or 13 vessels, 
valued at about 20.000 dollars. They also sat 
fire to a stocking factory, which was extinguish
ed by the citizens, before much injury was 
done.

Capt. Allen, of the schooner William & John,, 
of Sedgwick. Maine, was hound to Boston with 
a cargo of lumber. Capt. A. put into Dyers- 
ereck, on the 20th May, but finding himself 
chased, by the barge of the British schooner 
Bream, he hailed the barge, when she reached 
wjthin about 50 yards, but received no answer. 
Capt. Allen then ordered the barge to ** keep 
off*** The captain, discovering the men in the 
barge about to fire a swivel in her how, ordered
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his men to fire, and take good aim. Four shots 
were fired in succession, and the captain had ta
ken his aim, when one of the enemy cried out, 
u I'll give up to you and the barge w as in* 
stuntly surrendered to capt. Allen. Of 7 men* 
who were in the barge, 2 were killed, and 2 
wounded.

After the capture of the barge, the British 
commodore sent a flag of truce to capt. Allen, 
with propositions, which were rejected. After, 
however, the exchange of four flags, it was *a- 
greed, that in consideration of eapt. Alien's 
giving up the British prisoners on parole, the 
commander of the Bream was to giye capt. Al
len 890 in cash, return two American pri
soners belonging to Goldsborough, give up a 
Chcbacco boat, with the property on board of 
her, valued at 8700, and capt. Allen to retain 
the 12-oared barge, with all her armament, 
consisting of one swivel, 6 muskets, 6 cutlasses, 
6 cartridge-boxes, some blue lights, a compass, 
one trumpet, and a quantity of canister and 
grape shot, all of which captain Allen values at 
8300. * %

Soon after this transaction, a boat captured 
by the Bream schooner, was sent into Mount- 
Desert, with 7 Englishmen on board, to cut out 
a vessel, the crew of which, on their approach, 
fled to the shore, and were joined by several of 
the inhabitants, armed—having concealed them
selves among the rocks or hushes, they opened 
a fire on the enemy, killed three of them, wound
ed two, and compelled the others to surrender.

The enemy entered the harbor of Scituafe, 
(Mass.) in June, in consequence, as ho stated, 
of having been fired at from a signal piece of 
Cannon, near the light-house, and sat fire to Se
veral vessels.

■
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Two barges from the British frigate Nymphe, 
went into S<pmm, him! destroyed the schooner 
Diligence, laden with lime. 'Hie crews threat
ened, that if the captain attempted to extinguish 
the flames of the Diligence, they would dest^y 
the house on the point ; .which being attempted, 
they tired a 12 pound shot through it, and re
turned and effected the destruction of the sloop.

On the 11th July, Eastport was taken pos
session of hv the enemy, in the name of his 
Âritannio majesty, and, as afterward appeared, 
was claimed as being part of the British terri
tory, by the terms of the treaty of 1783. The 
Britishjforce consisted of2000 men. The Ameri
can garrison of 59 men, including it sick, was 
commanded by major Putnam. The inhabit., 
ants were offered the alternative to take an oatk 
of allegiance to the king, or to depart within T 
days. A great proportion, perhaps more than 
two-thirds, took the oath. This place remain
ed in the enemy’s possession'to the end of tber 
war ; and, as wifi appear by reference to the 
treaty of peace, was to continue in possession of 
the British until the dispute relative to territo
ry could he settled by commissioners, to he ap
pointed for that purpose.

Eastport is on an isl'and, called Moose, on the 
west side of P>issama<]iioddy bay $ tlicjsland is- 
about five miles Tong, anil one mile broad, con-' 
tabling about 1000 inhabitants.

On the 9th August at 5 F. M. the Ramilles 
Pactolus 38, a bomb-ship, and a heavy brig,, 

arrived off Stonington ; and a flag was sent on* 
■bore, with a note, of which the following is » 
eopy :

“ To the Magistrates of Stonington.
« Gentlemen—One hour is allowed you, from:

« 2 ‘



23 i HISTORY OF THE WAR.

j§£.
1Be

W

I

the receipt of this communication, for the re
moval of the unoffending inhabitants.

THOMAS M. HARDY.”
—Stonington Avas in no state of defence adequate 

tFresist the eqemy. The few men in the place 
hastened to collect ammunition, some ran to the 
battery, which consisted of two 18 pounders and

4 pounder, with a slight breast work ; ex
presses were sent to New-London and other pla
ces. At S o’clock, the attack was commenced, 
by a discharge of shells, from the bomb-ship, 
and congreve rockets from several barges. This 
fire >vas continued until midnight, without in
juring a single building or inhabitant.

During the night, the volunteers and militia 
had. assembled in considerable numbers, and 
were disposed of in the manner best calculated 
to resist any attempt of the enemy to land. At 
dawn of day, the enemy began to throw rockets 
from vessels which had taken stations on the 
east side of the town, out of range of the batte
ry. An 18 and #4 pounder were drawn to a 
point of land from which the enemy could be 
reached, and, in a few minutes, the barges were 
compelled to move off. During this time, the 
brig worked up and came to anchor within less 
than half a mile of the battery. The ammuni
tion on shore, being expended, the few men, who 
were at the battery, were compelled to retire, 
having first spiked the guns.

For an hour and a half, the enemy continued 
to fire on the town, without the least opposition 
being attempted or practicable. A fresh sup
ply of ammunition being, by this time obtained, 
the vent of the 18 pounder was drilled, when a 
fire was opened on the enemy’s brig, until at 8 
o’clock, she slipped her eable, and hauled off,
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being evidently much injured in her hull and 
spars. \ .

Soon after this time, a considerable body of 
militia arrived, and gen. I sham had taken the 
command.

A flag was sent from the inhabitants (with
out the concurrence of gen. Ishatn) to the Bri
tish officer, informing him that the *♦ unoffend
ing inhabitants” had been removed, and wish
ing to know, if he meant to complete the de
struction of the town. The deputation receiv- * 
ed from capt. Hardy a written reply, Jhat the 
bombardment should cease, in case the inhabit
ants would engage that no torpedoes should he 
fitted out at Stonington. and that the family of 
Mr. Stewart, late British consul at New-Lon- 
don, would be sent on board.

These terms could not be complied with__
The proposal respecting torpedoes was consid
ered degrading, nothing of the kind having ever- 
been attempted at Stonington ; the second, re- 

, speeting Mrs. Stewart and children, was refer
red to the proper authority-

The enemy continued to negotiate, for the’ 
purpose of getting Mrs. Stewart on Iward, until- 
3 o’clock on the 11th, when the bombardment 
again commenced, and was continued until’ 
night. On Friday morning, the attack was 
commenced, and continued with great warmth, 
from nearly all the enemy’s ships and launches, 
until near noon, when it ceased ; and, about 4 
o’clock P. M. the enemy, finding that a great 
force were assembled, for the protection of the 
town, finally withdrew ; and, dn Saturday morn
ing, weighed anchor, and proceeded up Fisher’s 
sound. :JUf '* *

During the several attacks, not a man wgs
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killed, and but 5 or 6 wounded. Two or threêj 
houses were destroyed, 8 or Ï0 much damaged, 
and about 40 partially injured. More than 300 
shells and carcasses were thrown into the vil» 
lage.

The additional disposable military and naval 
force, which the peace in Europe left at the 
command of the enemy, the nse which he threat
ened to make, and did actually commence, op 
prepare to make of it, produced an union of ac
tion and sentiment among the people of Ameri
ca, some discontented or rather traitorous per
sons excepted, and these so comparatively few, 
that they excited but a sentiment of contempt, 
and owed their personal safety to their utter 
inability to do material injury. This citizens of 
New-York, the first commercial city Ho the un
ion, gave an example of political forbearance 
toward each ether, and of attachment to theie 
country, which had a salutary influence on eve
ry other part of the nation.

At a general meeting, held in the Park in that 
city, the 10th August, 1814,. the following, to
gether with several other patriotic resolutions, 
were unanimously adonfed :

“ Resolved, thatthe citizens, here assembled, will*, 
to the last extremity,defend their city.

'* Resolved^ that we will unite ourselves in arm* 
with our b re them of the countcy, and, on the first 
approach of the enemy, make it a common cause.

« Resotvcd, that it be recommend to the citizen» 
generally, to meet as soon as may be praetiea1 le 
with convenience, in their respective warns for the1 

v purpose of electing discreet and sufficient commit
tee a to promote the execution of the following ob
jects : *

“ l. To complete the voluntary cnrollmentof per^ 
•sons, exempted by law from military service,

V
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“ 2. To encourage the enrollment of sea-faring 
citizens, for service, in the harbour, or as artille
rists. • "

“ 3. The enrollment of citizens for voluntary la
bour on the public works.

“Resolved, that we will endeavour to promote 
concord and harmony, and will discountenance all 
attempts to weaken the patriotic efforts of good cit
izens.”
, Front this moment, party feuds were, in a 
great measure, suspended ; newspaper editors 
excluded all acrimonious political discussions ; 
the committee appointed to carry into effect the 
resolutions of the general meeting, was select
ed from the most respectable of the citizens, 
without the least respect to the political party 
to which the persons selected, belonged.

The plan of the enemy was to dismember the 
union. A command of the North. River would 
tend much to this end. The possession of the 
city of New-York was a desirable object, in 
whatever point it might be viewed. The mea
sures of defence and precaution, taken at New- 
York, probably prevented the intended attack 
on that city ; the subsequent attempt to gain 
possession of the posts near Lake Champlain, 
leaves little room to doubt the enemy’s inten
tion. Had that invasion succeeded, we should 
have soon heard of an invasion on the sea-board, 

„ artier at New-York, or some place to the 
eaS^vard of it, and an attempt to form a junc
tion of the two invading armies.

For'several months, the citizens of New-York 
supplied more than 1000 men daily, who labor
ed, voluntarily and without pay, at the fortifi
cations ; and several thousands from the adja
cent counties, and from the state of New-Jer- 
sey, contributed their aid, until a line of fortifi-
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rations were raised on the heights of Brooklyn 
and Harltem, sufficient to oppose any probable 
force that could be employed by the enemy.— 
It would be impossible to do justice to tbe zeal 
that animated the citizens, and it cannot be ex
pected to copy, or even notice the many edito
rial observations which appeared in the publie 
prints ; zeal overflowed, so that it became ne- 
eessary to limit tbe offered services to a certain 
number daily, and it often happened, that ser
vices could not be received until several days 
after being tendered. The following, from the 
Richmond Compile#*, is given, because its short
ness does not actually render its insertion in
compatible with our limits.
* To a patriotic mind, it is truly exhilerating, to 
read the New-York papers, and see the generous, 
ardent zeal that actuates the inhabitants of that great 
emporium of American commerce. At the first 
signal of breaking ground for the defence of the 
city, the whole population seem to have caught the 
spark of patriotic energy, to have burst the shack
les of apathy, and-set to the continent an example 
•f social and public spirit, which we trust may be 
emulated through every part of our land. By wards 
and sections of the city, by tribes and centuries, by 
eonstituted bodies and private companies, by trades, 
by professions, and by domestic parties, offers of 
personal service and contributions in money, have 
been made and accepted : and that great mart of 
commercial wealth and enterprize, on which the 
enemy have so long kept a tonging eye^ is already 
inaccessible, invulnerable : the pride and glory, 
and palladium of the continent. Who would not

a citizen of New-York ?”
On the 1 st September, the British entered 

the Penobscot river, with about 40 sail of ves
sels, and several thousand men, and took

z>
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session of Castine, the small garrison of which 
fled, after blowing up the fort. They next sent 
600 men to Belfast, which submitted. The 
following day they proceeded up the river to 
Hamden, where the Adams frigate lay. t'apt. 
Morris made every possible disposition to resist! 
the enemy, but finding his limited force inade
quate to that *nd, he spiked his guns, burned 
his stores, blew up the ship, and, with his crew, 
escaped. The British governor immediately 
announced, that the country, lying between the 
Penobscot river and Passamaquoddy-bay, would 
be considered as a part of the British territory. 
Measures were also taken to fortify Castine, 
and establish permanentconnnercial regulations. 
It was estimated that 120 vessels were taken in 
the Penobscot.

While the enemy was coupling petty con
quest with cowardice and cruelty, along the 
sea-hoard, the American army of the interior 
was plucking froih the brows of imported iuvinci- 
bles the laurels won on the theatre, of late Euro
pean conflicts.

The brave general Jacob Brown, who had 
in the last year signalized himself hv the de
fence of Sackett’s Harbor, was appointed to the 
command of the army on the Niagara fFohtier.

On the 2d July, general Brown made dispo
sitions for an intended attack on the British 
fbrt-Erie ; and issued orders to the troops for 
crossing the river. Tho army passed the Nia
gara river on the morning of the Sd. The en
emy was perfectly unapprised of the intended at
tack ; gen. Scott, who led the van, was on shore 
before the enemy’s picket discovered the ap » 
proacli. The fort being approached on the 
right and left, and the Indians in the woods, in

239
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the rear, gen. Brown summoned the garrison to 
surrender, which, after a short time allowed for 
consideration, was agreed to. At 6 o’clock the 
garrison marched and stacked their arms. 170 
regulars, including 7 officers, were sent across 
the river.

On the morning of the 4th July, gen. Scott, 
with his brigade, and a corps of nrtillery, ad
vanced toward Chippawa. After some skir
mishing with the enemy, he selected a judicious 
position for the night ; his right resting on the 
river, and a ravine in front ; at 11 atnight, ge
neral Brown joined him with the reserve under 
gen. Ripley, and a corps of artilltyy, under ma
jor Hindman—a field and battering train were 
also brought up ; gen. Porter arrived in the 
morning, with a part of the New-York and Penn
sylvania volunteers, and some of llie warriors 
of the Six Nations.

Early in the morning of the 5th, the enemy 
attacked the pickets ; by noon" he showed him
self on the left of the army, and attacked one
of the pickets, as it was returning to camp.----
The officer.f commanding the picket, retired, 
leaving a wounded man on the ground. Capt. 
Biddle, of the artillery, promptly assumed the 
command.

At 4 o’clock in the afternoon, gen. Porter 
advanced with the volunteers and Indians, in
order to induce the enemy to come forth.-----
jtien. Porter’s command met the light parties of 
the enemy in the woods. The enemy was driven,

t Captain Treat—General Brown instantly or
dered captain Treat to retire from the army, ami ad
vised, that hia nameyfand that of another officer, 
should be struck from the roll of the army.
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and Porter pursued until near Chippawa, where 
he met their whole column, in order of battle. 
The heavy firing induced a belief, that the en
tire force of the enemy was in motion, and pre
pared for action. Gen Scott was ordered to 
advance with his brigade and Towson’a artille.- 
ry. The general advanced in thfe most prompt 
and officer-like manner, and, in a few minutes, 
was in close action with a superior force of the 
enemy. By this time, gen. Porter’s command 
had given way, and fled in disorder, notwith
standing the great exertions of the general to 
rally them. This retreat left the left flank of 
gen. Scott’s brigade greatly exposed. Captain 
Harris was directed with his dragoons, to stop 
the fugitives,* behind the ratine, fronting the 
American camp. Gen. Ripley, with the 21st 
regiment, which formed part of the reserve, 
passed to the left of the camp, under cover of 
the wood, to relieve gen. Scott, *by falling on 
the enemy’s right flank, but, before the 21st 
could come into its position, the line command- 
ed by gen. Scott, closed with the enemy. Maj. 
Jessup, commanding the left flank battalion, 
finding himself pressed in front and flank, and 
his men falling fast around him,- orderecTlih 
battalion to “ support arms and advance the 
order was promptly obeyed, amidst the most 
deadly and destructive fire. Having gaiacd a 
better position, he poured on the enemy a fire 
so galling as caused them to retire. The ene
my’s entire line now felt hack, and continued to 
retreat lintil at the sloping ground, descending 
toward Chippawa, wheu they broke, "and fled to 
their works. ' '

Gen. Brown, finding the parsu^ of thetroope 
checked by the batteries of the enemy, ordered
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up bis ordnance, in order to force the place, 
by a direct attack ; but was induced, by tbe re
port of mai. Wood and capt. Austin, who re- 
oonnoitered the enemy’s works, the lateness of 
the hour, and the advice of his officers, to order 
the forces to retire to camp. The American 
troops, on no Occasion, behaved with more gal
lantry, than on the present. The British regu
lars suffered defeat from a number of men prin
cipally volunteers and militia, inferior in every 
thing but courage, to the vanquished enemy ; 
and the gallant Brown, a woodsman, « a soldier 
of yesterday,” put at defiance the military tac
tics of the experienqpd maj. gen. Riall.

, , The following is a copy of a letter, written 
by gen. Brown, on the field of battle, directed 
to the secretary of war.

“ 8k*—Excuse my silence. I have been much 
engaged. Fort Erie did not, as I assured) you it 
should not, detain me a single day. At 11 o’clock 
on the night of the 4th, I arrived at this place with 
the reserve, General Scott having taken the position 
about noon, with the van. My arrangements for 
turning and taking in the rear the enemy’s position 
east of Chippawa was made, when Major General 
Riall, suspecting our intention, and adhering to the 
rule, that it is better to give than to receive an at
tack, came from behind his works about 5 o’clock 
in the afternoon of the 5th, in order of battle. We 
did not baulk him. Before 6 o'clock his line was 
broken apd his forces defeated, leaving on the field 
four hundred killed and wounded. He was closely 
pressed and would have been utterly ruined, but for 
the proximity of his works,whither he fled fot* shelter. 
The wounded of the enemy, and those of* our own 
army, must be attended to. They will be removed 
to Buffalo. This, with my limited means for trans
portation# will take a day or two, after which 1 shall
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advance, not doubting but that the gallant and ac
complished troops I lead will break down all oppo
sition between me and Lak' Ontario, when, if met 
by the fleet, all is well—if not, under the favor of 
heaven, we shall behave in a way to avoid disgrace.’*

The battle of Bridgwater, fought on the 25th 
July, was bloody, and well contested on both 
sides. The enemy was composed of 6000 men# 
of the best troops, commanded by gen. Riall# 

, and others, the best British officers. It is due 
to them to record, that they fought well, but 
they fought against freemen, and were defeat
ed. Opposed to the bravest slaves in the world# 
of equal force, this Bçitidl army would have 
conquered. The Americans were fewer in num
ber than the enemy* they were men, most oif 
whom had yet to learn military tactics, but who 
had « country, now staked in a contest, which 
the present battle might materially effect# or# 
in its consequence, decide.

On the 25th, gen. Brown’s army was encamp
ed above Chippawa, near the battle-ground of 
the 5th. The brigade under gen. Scott, mov
ed past Chippawa, and halted at Bridgwater, 
in view of Niagara falls. At half past 4, P. M. 
the battle was commenced by the enemy. The 
enemy, being numerically superior to the Ame
ricans, he was able to extend his line so as to 
attempt to flank. In order to counteract the 
apparent view of gen. Riafl, he was fought in 
detachments—lie was charged in column, gen. 
Seott being at the head of his troops in almost 
every charge. General Scott maintained his 
ground for more than an hour, before the re
serve, under gen. Ripley, and the volunteers, 
under gen. Porter, were brought fuHy into ac7 
tion. The ground was obstinately contested
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until 9 o’clock in the evening, when gen. Brown 
decided to storm a battery, which the enemy 
had on a commanding eminence. Col. Miller 
•ommanded on thisenterprize, which was so re
solutely entered on, that the enemy, unable to 
withstand the charge, retired to the bottom of 
the hill, and abandoned his cannon. The enemy 
now gave way, and was pursued some distance. 
The American army then betook itself to the 
securing of prisoners, and bringing off the 
wounded.

While the army was thus employed, general 
Drummond arrived with a reinforcement to the 
enemy, when he, unexpectedly to the Ameri
cans, renewed the battle, with a view to reco
ver his cannon. The army, having quickly 
formed, resisted the attack with courage ; and, 
after a close engagement, the enemy w^p re
pulsed, as he was in two other similar attempts. 
The American army having effected the remo
val of nearly all the wounded, retired from the 
ground a little before midnight, and returned 
to camp.

The warmth and zeal with which this action 
was maintained, was the most obstinate and de
termined. For two hours, the discharge of 
musketry was so constant as to produce almost 
an uninterrupted blaze of lire ; nor was it in a- 
ny period of the action, much less w arm. Wel
lington’s « invincibles”^ had just arrived from 
Europe, and Drummo'nd resolved that they 
should not only maintain their character, but 
maintain it in a manner that would make the 
most desponding impression on the brave, but 
raw, recruits of the republic. The Americans 
not only withstood the onset, but repelled and 
punished it. A fine moon-light night favored
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equally the operations of both armies ; they 
fought too near to render cannon generally ser
viceable, being often within half pistol shot of 
each other, and sometimes mingled together.- - 
The charge of col. Miller exceeded any thing 
experienced by the British soldiers, even in Eu
rope. Thrice his men were repulsed with great 
slaughter. For a time he was deserted by a 
regiment of infantry ; they were rallied ; a 
fourth charge was made, and succeeded. The 
Americans could not be driven, nor withstood ; 
determined not to be overthrown, even by supe
rior numbers, they seemed resolved to crush 
whatever foe-opposed them: Had they been 
conquered, they would yet deserve honor ; as 
victors, they covered themselves with glory— 
They lost a howitzer ; the rider being shot off, 
the horses carried it full gallop into the ranks 
of the enemy ; they also lost a piece of cannon, 
which was too much advanced, ami from which, 
the men, except two, were shot. For want of 
horses, they were compelled to leave to thjfl en
emy most of the camion which were taken from 
him with such liravery and at such expense.

On the morning after the battle, the Ameri
cans, under generals Ripley and Porter, reeon- 
noitered the enemy, who did not show any dis
position to renew the contest, and then burned 
the enemy’s barracks and bridge at Chippawa, 
after which they returned to Fort Erie.

The enemy was believed to have lost between 
1200 and 1300 men, including maj. gen. Riall, 
who was wounded, and. with 18 other officers, 
ami 150 non commissioned officers and privates, 
taken prisoners. The Americans lost 1 major, 
1 adjutant, 5 captains, 4 subalterns, 10 sergeants, 
40 corporals, 140 privates—total killed, 171.—

v 2
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i m$y or-general, 1 brigadier-general, 2 aids-dc- 
eamp, 1 brigade major, 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant- 
colonel, 4 majors, 1 adjutant, 3 quarter-mas
ters, 1 pay-master, 7 captains, 32 subalterns, 
917 non-commissioned officers and privates—to
tal wounded, 572 ; missing, 117.

lien. Brown received two wounds, but con
tinued to command until the action ended. The 
general was obliged, by the severity of his 
wounds, to retire from the command, which de
volved on gen. Ripley, gen. Scott being also 
disabled, by a wound, from continuing in com
mand. A -

The army continued on the Canada side, 
laeemingly resol vedjto maintain itself against an 
enemy, which was receiving frequent reinforce
ments, and had, after a little time, become for
midably in numbers and equipments.

The enemy, after recovering the effects of 
the battle of Bridgwater, moved up toward the 
American army, at Fort Erie ; and frequent 
skirmishes ensued, in which the enemy was ge
nerally worsted. On the 3d August, about 500 
regulars, under col. Tucker, crossed below 
Black Reck, but weie met 1)y 200 riflemen, and 
a party of volunteers, under major Morgan, 
and, after a long contest, were defeated, and 
compelled to re-cross the river. Brigadier-ge- 

. neral Gaines, arrived at Erie the 4th August, 
and assumed the command, during gen. Brown’s 
illness.

On the 16th August, the enemy, under the 
immediate command of general Drummond, at
tempted to storm Fort Erie ; the result was 
«ommunicaJrd in a letter from general Gaines, 
to the secretary of war, of which the following 
is a copy.

SM
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« Head-Quarters, Fort Erie, U. C. > .
Aug. 15,7 A. M. 1814. $

“ Dear Sir—My heart is gladdened, with grati
tude to Heaven, and joy to my country, to have it in 
my power to inform you, that the gallant army un
der my command, has this morning beaten the ene
my « ommaiided by lieut g-n. Drummond, after a 
severe conflict of three hours, commencing at 2 
o'clock, A. M, They attacked us on each flank - — 
got possession of the salient b istion, of the old fort 
Erie ; which was regained at the point of tf^e bayo
net, with a dreadful slaughter. The enemy’s loss, 
in killed and prisooers, is about 600 ; near 300 kill
ed Ou: loss is considerable, but I think not. one- 
tenth as great as that of the enemy 1 will not de
tain the express to give you the particulars. 1 am 
preparing my force to follow up the blow.’*

The assault was of that desperate nature, 
that was calculated to rub away the stains of 
former defeats, to resuscitate the sinking charms 
of an assumed invincibility, and save the Brit
ish general from contempt, and perhaps, dis
grace. The projection was grand ; the means 
of accomplishing it*, great, and relied on for its 
efficiency ; the attempt to execute, was sup
ported with an enthusiasm in the officers, and a 
mechanical obedience in the men, which pro
mised, and almost secured success. The invin
cibles were, however, destined to another de
feat ; and the \mericans added another wreath 

. to the laurels with which "they were already so 
plentifully blessed. The enemy was largely 
supplied with the means generally used on such 
occasions, pikes, bayonets, spears, scaling-lad
ders, Ac. Repulsed and repulsed, he rallied 
and returned to the attack ; he carried a bas
tion, and. by his conduct, evinced, what was to 
be the fate of the republicans, if vanquished.
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Lieut. M‘Dougal, being severely wounded, irr 
defending the bastion, demanded quarter, it 
was refused, gen. Drummond crying out, “ give 
the damned Yankees no quarter.” M‘Dougal 
defended himself until shot down, by a pistol. 
'The bastion was re-taken, by the greatest dis
play of courage and exertion.

• This assault was preceded by a cannonade 
and bombardment, which commenced at sun- 
Tise on the morning of the 13th, and continued 
until 8 o'clock, P. M. ; was re-commenced on 
the 14th, at day-light, and continued until niglrt 
—the assault was commenced at half past 2 on 
the morning of the 15th. The result w as the 
defeat of the assailants, accompanied with a 
loss of 222 men killed, 174 wounded, and 186 
prisoners—total 582, exclusive of a number 
(supposed 200) killed in the water, and carried 
off by the current. The Americans lost 2C kil
led, 91 wounded, and 11 missing—total 128.

The enemy continued in the neighborhood of 
Fort Erie, strengthening and extending his 
works, and palling in reinforcements, with a 
view to the ultimate occupation of the fort, and 
the capture or destruction of the garrison— 
The enemy’s works were constructed in a field 
purrounded by woods. Their infantry was form
ed into three brigades of about 1500 men each. 
One of these brigades, with a detail from their 
artillery, was stationed at their works (these 
being but 500 yards distant from Old Fort Erie, 
Hud the right of general Brown’s line.) The 
Americans had already suffered much from two 
ef the enemy’s batteries ; and a third was about 
to be opened. Gen. Brown’s situation was ex
tremely critical. , As the onl\ mode of reliev
ing himself, be determined to storm the batte*-
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ties, destroy the cannons, and roughly handle 
the enemy’s brigade on duty, before those in 
reserve would be brought into action.

The enemy’s works were very strong, regu
lar, and executed with a studied intricacy, con
sisting of a breast-work, connecting their batte
ries, and of successive lines of entrenchments in 
the rear, covering the batteries and enfilading 
each other ; and the whole obstructed by abba- 
tis, brush, and felled timber. It was calculat
ed to resist, and throw into confusion, the most 
experienced assailants, and led to many severe 
contests with the bayonet.

Directions were given, by general Brown, t® 
march at noon, on the 17th September, to the 
intended assault Gen. Porter commanded a 
detachment of volunteers, riflemen, regular in- * 
fantry, and a few dragoons. These moved from 
the extreme left of the American position upon 
the enemy’s right, by a passage opened through 
the woods for the occasion. Gen. Miller sta
tioned his command in the ravine between Fort 
Erie and the enemy’s batteries, by passing them 
by detachments through the skirts of the wood. 
The 21st infantry, under gen. Ripley, was post
ed as a corps of reserve, between the new bas
tions of Fort Erie. « About 20 minutes past 5 
P. M.” says gen. Brown, in his official report, 
“ I found the left column, under the command 
ef gen. Porter, which were destined to turn the 
enemy’s right, within a few rods of the British 
entrenchments. They were ordered to advanoe 
and commence the action. Passing down the 
ravine, I judged, from the report of musketry, 
that the action had commenced on our left ; I 
now hastened to gen. Miller, and directed him 
to seize the moment, and pierce the enemy’s en-
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trenchments, between batteries No. 2 and 3.—* 
My orders were promptly and ably executed— 
"Within 30 minutes after the first gun was fired, 
batteries No. 3 and 2, the enemy’s line of en
trenchments, and his two block-houses, were in 
our possession, Soon after, battery No. 1 was 
abandoned by the British. The guns in each 
were spiked by us, or otherwise destroyed, and 
the magazine of No. 3, was blown up.”

The enemy’s loss exceeded, from the most 
probable account, 1060 men, including 2 majors, 
4 captains, 4 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 1 assistant- 
surgeon, 4 staff-sergeants, 19 sergeants, 17 cor
porals, 1 drummer, and 332 privates. The A- 
toericans lost in killed, wounded and missing, 
511. General Davis, of the militia, was killed. 
The action lasted more than two hours, and 
was warmly contested for about one hour. In 
the course of the action, the entire of the ene
my’s force was brought into action, consisting 
principally of regulars under command of lieut. 
general Drummond. So satisfied was the 
British general of his inability to contend, even 
aided by his veterans, against the raw soldiers 
that formed the American army, that he broke 
up his camp, during the night of the 21st, and 
retired to 'his entrenchments behind the Chip- 
pawa. “Thus,” says, general Brown, “one 
thousand regulars, and-an equal portion of mi
litia, in one hour of close action, blasted the 
hopes of the enemy, destroyed the fruits of 50 
days labor, and diminished his effective force, 
one thousand men at least.”

An expedition, under command of lieut. col. 
G. Oogban, was set on foot in July, 1814 ; the 
chief object of which, was the reduction of Fort 
Mackinac, which had been taken by the Qfr-
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emy in the early part of the war. The expe
dition left Fort Gatriot ( head of Straits St. 
Clair) on the 12th. Owing to a want of pilots 
acquainted with the unfrequented part of the, 
bay. the intended course of the vessels was 
somewhat altered; they anchored at St. Jo
seph’s on the 20th. (After setting fire to the 
fort of St. Joseph* which seemed not to have 
peen recently occupied, a detachment of infant
ry and artillery, under major Holmes, was or
dered to Sault, St. Mary’s, for the purpose ot 
breaking up the enemy’s establishment at that 
place. A few hours before the arrival of major 
Holmes at the Sault, St. Mary’s, the northwest 
agent was apprised of his approach, and suc
ceeded in escaping with a large quantity of 
goods. A large quantity were, however, found 
secreted in the woods, on the American side.— 
These were claimed by the agent of John John
son, an Indian trader; but Major Holmes de
clined giving them to Mr. Johnson, “ because,” 
as major Holmes observed, in his letter to 
lièut, col. Croghan, “it was good prize by 
the maritime law of nations, as recognized 
in the English courts, (witness the case of ad
miral Rodney adjudged by Lord Mansfield.)— 
Further, because Johnston has acted the infa
mous part of a traitor, having been a citizen 
and a magistrate of the Michigan territory, 
before the war and at its commencement, and 
now discharging the functions of magistrate un
der the British government. Because, his a- 
gents armed the Indians from his stoie-house 
at our approach ; and lastly, because, those 
goods, or a considerable part, were designed to 
be taken to Michilimackinac.”

The expedition reached Michilimackinac on



HISTORY OF THE WAS.

■ t

i \

the 26th, where the enemy was fouqd so strongi 
ly posted on a height, overlooking the old fort* 
that his reduction by storm, with the small 
force under col. Croghan, seemed very doubtful. 
It was the colonel’s wish, at all hazards, to dis
embark in some favorable position, from which 
he might be able to annoy tljewnemy by grad
ual and slow approaches, under cover of hia 
artillery, and. where, by fortifying himsel(P 
he might force the enemy to attack him in his 
strong position ; or draw his Indians and Cana
dians (his most efficient and only disposable 
force) from the island.

Being informed, by old residents of the island, 
where a favorable position might be obtained, 
he effected a landing on the 4th August, and 
advanced to the field where an encampment was 
intended, when he received intelligence that 
the enemy was ahead, of which he was soon 
convinced, by a discharge of shot and shells 
from a battery of 4 guns. The colonel, hereon, 
changed his position, (which was then two lines, 
the militia forming the front,) by advancing 
major Holmes’s battaliion on the right of the 
militia, thus to outflank him, and by a rigorous 
effort to gain his rear. Before this movement 
could be executed, a fire from s ome Indians, 
posted in a thick wood, proved fatal to major 
Holmes, and severely wounded eaptain Desha, 
the next in rank. This misfortune threw that 

of the line into confusion, from which it 
fouhd impossible to recover it. As the only 

method left of anhoying the enemy, colonel 
Croghan ordered a charge to be made on his 
front by the regulars. The enemy vas thtis 
driven back into the woods, from which an 
annoying fire was kept up by the Indians. Lieut.
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Morgan brought up a light piece to relieve the 
lefi which was "suffering from a galling five ; 
the excellent practice of this piq^e brought the 
enemy to fire at a longer distance.

Colonel Croghan finding the position, from 
which the. enemy was driven not tenable, he 
determined not to continue to expose his men to 
a danger, from which no good result could be 
expected. He therefore ordered a retreat te 
llie shipping.

Sailing-master Champlin, whose vessel, the 
Tigress, fell into the hands of the enemy, and 
who, with his crew, were prisoners at Michili- 
mackinae, arrived at Erie in November, Capt. 
Arthur Sinclair, commanding the Understates5 
naval force on the upper lakes, states, in a let
ter to the secretary of the navy, on the author
ity of sailing-master Champlin. that “ the con
duct of the enemy to our prisoners (j^e crew of 
the Tigress) thus captured, and the inhuman 
butchery of those who fell into their hands, at 
the attack of Maekinaek, has been barbarous 
beyond a parallel. The former have b**cn plun
dered of almost every article of clothing tliey 
possessed ; the latter had their hearts and liv
ers taken out, which were actually cooked and 
feasted on by the savages, and that too in the 
quarters of the British officers, sanctioned by 
eol. M‘Dougall,”

The British army, under gen. Drummond, 
being considerably reinforced, there appeared 
an. absolute necessity to strengthen that under 
gen. Brown, or to make such a diversion or co
operation, as would draw off tlie enemy from 
the neighborhood of Fort Erie, or compel him 
to surrender. A vigorous attack on Kingston 
inust, if made, produce the first of these effects ;
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the throwing of a large force into the rear of 
gen. Drummond, might have the latter effect. 
Gen. Izard marched from Plattsburgh, about 
the 1st September, with a large force, which 
formed a junction with gen. Brown, about the 
12th October ; thus having, unfortunately, oc
cupied more than 40 days in performing a jour
ney of 253 miles by land, and a voyage of 90 
miles by water—total distance from Plattsburg 
to Black Rock, 343 miles.

The slow movement of gen, Izard’s army, 
gave to the enemy the time necessary to equip 
the new ship, St. Lawrence, of 90 guns, lately 
built at Kingston. The British fleet, with this 
big ship, appeared off Niagara, the 2d Novem
ber, and gave to the enemy the command of 
lake Ontario, by which gen. Drummond could 
be reinforced or taken off, if necessary. It also 
enabled the enemy to threaten Saekett’s Har
bor ; and gen. Brown was ordered to the de
fence of the Harbor, leaving gen. Izard in com
mand at Erie.

The campaign in the neighborhood of Niaga
ra must, from the lateness of the season, be 
drawing to a close ; it appeared to gen. Izard, 
that his army could not remain in safety at 
Erie, the fort was therefore destroyed*ai)d the 
army crossed to Bufialoe, where it took up win
ter quarters.

The army left at Plattsburgh, after the march 
of gen. Izard, was very weak ; the command 
devolved on gen. Macomb. The enemy em
braced this opportunity for making an incursion 
into the state of New-York, on the side of Lake 
Champlain, with a view to secure a strong po
sition at Crown Point, or Tieonderoga, previous 
to going into winter quarters ; and, ultimately#
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to co-operate with an army, that was to invade 
the state ofNexv-York, or Connecticut, on*the 
sea-board ; and thus effect the great object of 
the British government, the political separa
tion of the eastern from the southern states.

Gen. Sir George Prévost, commanded the 
British land forces, destined for thiy'service, 
consisting of four brigades, each commanded 
by a major-general of experience ; a light 
squadron o^dragoons, and an immense train of 
artillery, and the engines of war; the entire 

-amounting to 14,000 men. While tne troops 
advanced by land, the fleet, apparently superior 
to the American, advanced by water. To re
sist this overwhelming force, gen. Macomb had 
but 1500 effectives. In aid of this small force, 
the milit'm was hastily assembled.
- The British governor-general entered the 
territory of the United States, on the 1st Sep
tember, and fixed his head-quarters at the vil
lage of Champlain; from which, he commenced 
an attack, by promises and threats, on the citi
zens of the United States, previous to the more 
serious attacks which were to be simultaneous 
by land and water, and were effectually to over
throw all oppo-ition on both.

*On the 2d, the British army marched from 
Champlain; on the 5th, it appeared, in full 
force, before the village ofPlattsburg; the 11th 
was fixed on for the attack by land and water. 
At 9 o’clock in the morning of that day, the en
emy’s flotilla on Lake Champlain, passed Cum
berland-head. It consisted of 1 frigate of 83 
guns, 1 brig of 22 guns, 2 sloops of 10 guns 
each, and several galleys. The American fleet lay 
in Cumberland-bay, opposite Plattsburg. The 
enemy, superior in vessels, guns, and number
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of men, advanced, with that confidence, which 
Lis^uperiority of force, inspired ; and the bloody 
conflict began. Com. Thomas Maedonough, 
commanded the American flotilla. Undaunted, 
he waited the attack, trusting in the heroism of 
a little band, which seemed determined to con
quer, or die. For two hours and fifteen minutes, 
the contest was maintained, with an obstinacy, 
which, while k added to, or rather, perfected 
the renown alfeady acquired by the American 
seamen,,did not disgrace the vanquished. Mo
desty seems to he a quality highly possessed by 
the naval commanders in the United States.— 
The following laconic letter, written to the sec
retary of the navy, by commodore Maedonough, 
is at once a proof of modesty, and a notice of 
success; •

“ The Almighty has been pleased to grant us a 
signal victory on Lake Champlain, in the capture of 
one frigate, one brig, and two sloops of war, of the 
enemy.”

The American galleys were about pursuing 
those of the enemy, that were making their es-

X, but, it being discovered, that aufhe ves- 
were in a sinking state, it became necessa
ry to annul the signal to chase, and order the 

men from the galleys to the pumps. “ I eotfhl 
only,” observed com. Maedonough, “ look 'at 
the enemy’s galleys going off in a shattered 
condition, for there was not a mast in either 
squadron that could stand to make sail on ; the 
lower rigging being nearly all shot away, hung 
down as though it had been just placed over the. 
mast-heads.” « The Saratoga,” continued the 
commodore, “ had fifty-Jive round shot in her 
hull ; the Confiance, (enemy’s vessel) one hnnd* 
rrd flnd/re.”

L *
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The following is a comparative view of the 
number and strength of the vessels engaged, 
and the loss on board them.

AMKRICAIV.
Guna.Men.Killed. Wounded.

Ship Saratoga 26 210
Brig Eagle £0 120
Schooner Ticonderoga 17 110
Sloop Preble 7 30
lb Gun-boats 16 350

28
13
6
2
3

29
20

6
0
3

Total 86 820 52 58
BRITISH.

Frigate Confiance 39 300
Brig Linnet 16
Chub(formerlyGrowler)! I 
Finch (formerly Eagle) 11 
13 Gun-boats 18

50 $ 60
120 20 30
40 6 10
40 8 10

550 aupfioaedto be sunk

Total 95 1050 84 110
At the same hour tlrnt the fleets engaged, the 

enemy opened his batteries on the American 
forts, throwing hundreds of shells, balls and 
rockets ; and attempted, at the sairte time, to 
cross the Saranac river, at three different points, 
to assault the American works. At the upper 
ford, he was met by the Vermont volunteers and 
^’ew-York militia. Here a most interesting 
conflict took place ; on the one side, the best 
troops of Britain, led on by her, most consum
mate officers, inen and officers selected from 
those soldiers, who, under command of the 
Duke of Wellington, had acquired the charac
ter of “ invincible,” men who had conquered 
m Portugal, Spam, France, and the Indies; on 
the other side, men not reared to aSms, not 
Used to battle, most of them born since their

W 2
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sires had immortalized themselves in combat 
on this same ground, the descendants of the 
« Green Mountain-boys,” and of those heroes 
who conquered at Saratoga, &c. The object 
of contest was great ; on it, was, probably, to 
hung, every future event of the war. The en
emy fought for the recovery of a territory which 
■#ould make his king the most powerful Prince 
in the world, the officers looked to places of 
emolument, pensions, grants of land, titles of 
liability, stars, garters, ribbands, plunder, hon
ors, and riches, in a thousand shapes and forms ; 
the honest American yeomen sought neither 
pay nor pecuniary reward, beyond the daily sti
pend of a soldier. But yesterday, they were at 
their ploughs, to-day, they grasped their rifles, 
■and hurried to the threshold of their country— 
their ultimate reward was to be a confirmation 
of the liberties entailed on them by their sires* 
* continuation of that independence they were 
determined to preserve, or not to survive. The 
eonfiict was influenced by feelings which drew 
forth the utmost exertions of both parties, and 
substituted desperation on one side, and unbend
ing patriotism on the other, in place of that in
difference or cowardice, which so often leads 
4e disaster and disgrace. Several times were 
the enemy repulsed, several limes did he re
turn to the ford ; astonished at this obstinate 
resistance, from woodsmen, suddenly assembled 
en the occasion, the enemy yet believed they 

%- \Must give way ; again he advances, again he is 
repulsed ; astonished, eenfounded, dismayed, he 
retires, no longer invincible, be acknowledges 
defeat—defeat from Whom Z Let Wellington?» 
Bien answer, or let them send for a reply to 
dhe mountains of VeuMst, or the wildernesses

25*
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of New-York. At the bridge near the village, 
he was repulsed by the pickets, and the brave 
riflemen, under capt. Grosvenor, and lieuten
ants Hamilton and Riley ; and, at the bridge i» 
the town, he was foiled by the guards, block
houses, and-the artillery of the forts, served by 
captains Alexander Brooks, Richards and Smith, 
and lieutenants Munford, Smith and Cromwell. 
The enemy’s tire was returned with effect from 
the batteries ; by sun-set, seven pf his newly 
raised batteries were silenced ; afid he was seen 
retiring to his camp. Beaten by land and by 
water, the British governor-general withdrew 
his artillery and raised the siege. Under favor 
of a dark night, he sent off* his heavy baggage, 
and retreated with his whole army towards Ca
nada, leaving his wounded in the field, and a 
vast quantity of provisions, and munitions of 
•war, which he had not time to destroy. The 
light troops, volunteers and militia, pursued 
him on the following day, capturing several sol
diers, and covering the escape of a great num
ber of ‘deserters : bad weather prevented the 
pursuit to be continued, beyond Chazy. Thus 
have 14,000 regulars, with the best British offi
cers, and the best military equipment, been bea
ten, by a regular force of only 1600 men,, 
and 2,500 militia and volunteers ; the militia 
commande dby gen. Mooers, and the volunteers 
by gen. Strong*. The enemy, having retired 
from republican ground, the militia and volun
teers were dismissed. t *

The official return ©ft helots cf the. Ameri
can regulars, amounted to 1 subaltern, 1 ser- 

. géant, JL musician, and A4 privates, killed—total 
A7 ; 2 subalterns, 1 sergeant-major, 4 sergeant», 
2. corporals, 4 musicians, and 49 privates, wound-

*69
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ed—total 62 ; total killed, wounded and mis* 
sing, 119.

General M<Comb states the loss of the ene
my, on the land and lake, at not less than 2500 
men.

While glory and victory attended the armies 
of the United States, the navy continued in
creasing its number of victories, and private 
armed vessels carried destruction to the enemy 
in every sea. Even in the British channel, the 
enemy felt that his thousand ships of war could 
not bring safety to his traders. Insurance "to 
cross the channel, rose from a few shillings to 
five guineas, (g23 75) per cent.

In Iat. 27, 47 N. Ion. SO, 9, on the 29tli April, 
1814, the U. 8. sloop of war Peacock, fell in 
with his Britannic majesty’s brig Epervier, rat
ing and mounting 18 32-pound earronades. with 
128 men. The Epervier struck her colors af. 
ter an action of 42 minutes, and the loss of 8 
men killed and 15 wounded’. Two men were 
slightly wounded on hoard the Peacock. Both 
vessels arrived at Savannah, the prifce being, 
with difficulty, kept above water. The damage 
suffered by the two vessels, will be seen by the 
following extract from the official report.of 
eapt. Warrington.

« This, (the disabling of a fore yard) with a few 
top mast, ant^ top-gallant back stay s cut away, a few 

.shot through our sails, is the only injury the Pea
cock has sustained. Not a round shot touched our
hull ; our masts and spars are as sound as ever__

.When the enemy struck, he had five feet water in 
his hold, his main top-mast was over the side, his 
main boom shot aw«ty, his fere-mast cut nearly hi 
two and ottering, his fore rigging and stays shot a- 

'w.iy, his bowsprit badly wounded, and 45 shot holes 
in ids hull, 20 of which were within a foot of his 
Water line.”

.
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The Epervier had 120,600 dollars, in specie, 
4n board.

The United States* sloop of war Frolic, Jo
seph Bainbridge, commander, was captured, af- 

^ev a chase, by II. B. M. frigate Orpheus, of 86 
j^uns, on the 20th April. A court of inquiry, held 
%a board the U. S. frigate Constitution, at 
New-York, the 20th April, 1815, gave their o- 
pinion, “ that the same was not lost, through 
the fault, inattention or negligence, of captain 
Bainbridge.** The court also reported favora- 
bly on the conduct of the officers and crew of 
the Frolic.

His Britannic majesty’s sloop of war Rein
deer, was captured the 28th June, 1814, in lat. 
48, 36 N. and Ion. 11,15 W. by the U. S. sloop 
of wav Wasp, capt. J. Blakely. The action 
commenced at 26 minutes after 3, P. M. ; at 45 
minutes past 8, the enemy was carried by board
ing, The action, for the short time it lasted, 
was severe, and both vessels and crews suffered 
considerably. The loss on board the Wasp, was 
principally occasioned by repelling the enemy, 
in two attempts which ho made to board. The 
Beindeer mounted 16 24-pound carronades, 2 
long 6 or 9-pounders, and a shifting 12-pound 
Cfuronade, with a compliment of 118 picked 
men, called, from their appearance, the “ pride 
of Plymouth.” The Keindeer was literally cut 
to pieces, qjiiLso complete a wreck, in both hull 
and rigging^rnat it was found necessary to de
stroy her. Her commander, (William Manners, 
Esq.) and 22 petty officers and seamen, were 
killed ; wounded dangerously, 10 ; severely, 17 5 
Slightly, 15—total killed and wounded, 75.

On board the Wasp, there were 5 killed and 
21 wounded. Six round shot struck the hull of

a
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the "Wasp ; a 2fc-pound shot passed through the 
foremast, and a considerable number of grape 
struck, but did not penetrate her sides. The 
Wasp arrived at L’Orient, the 8th July.

The Wasp sailed from L’Orient on the 27t^u 
August. At half past 9 o’clock, P. M. the ls^ 
September, engaged a vessel, supposed to be a 
large brig of rçar, and forced her to strike her 
flag, at 12 minutes past 10. In a few minutes, 
capt. Blakely discovered another brig, and pre ■ 
pared for action ; at 36 minutes past 10, 2 brigs 
in sight, when the Wasp was compelled to. re
linquish her prize. The Wasp lost 2 men kil
led, and had 1 man wounded. The enemy, af
ter his surrender, was heard, asking assistance, 
and said he was sinking. The enemy’s vessel 
proved afterwards to be the Avon. By the 
British details, it was acknowledged, that the 
two vessels, which came in aid of the Avon, 
were the Castilian and Tartarus, each of them 
of force equal to the Wasp. The Avon went 
to the bottom, after the surviving part of her 
crew was removed on board the other British 
vessels. The Avon was in the Delaware in 
1810 ; she then carried 18 32-pound carromades, 
besides bow and stern guns.

The Essex, capt. Porter, the smallest frigate 
in the American navy, was destined to prove 
immensely injurious to the enemy. Her cruise 
in the Pacific ocean has supplied ^piple materi
als for an interesting volume, Tapt. Porter 
not only protected the American shipping a- 
gainst the numerous letters of marque, which 
the enemy had sent into those seas, but render
ed these very letters of marque tributary to his 
plan of destroying the enemy’s tradè, particu
larly in the fisheries.
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Capt. Porter sailed from the Delaware, the 
27th October, 1812. On his passage to Rio 
de Janeiro, he captured the British packet 
Norton, and took out of her 11,000 pounds ster
ling, in specie. He arrived at Valparaiso on 
the 14th March, 1813, where he obtained a full 
supply of provisions. He then ran down along 
the coast of Chili and Peru, fell in with a Pe
ruvian corsair, which had on board 24 Ameri
cans, the crews of two whale ships she had cap
tured on the coast ; he threw the guns and am
munition of the corsair into the sea, liberated 
the Americans, and afterward re-captured onp 
of the vessels, as she was entering the port of 
Lima.

From Lima, capt. Porter proceeded for the 
Gallipagos Island^. While among this group 
of islands, he captured the following British 
ships, (letters of marque) employed chiefly in 
the Spermacetti whale fishery.

Montezenma
Tons. Men. Guns. Pierced for. 
270 21 2

Policy 175 26 10 18
Georgiana 280 25 6 18
Greenwich 388 25 10 20 .
Atlantic 355 24 8 20
Rose 220 21 1 8 20
Hector 270 25 11 20
Catherine 270 29 8 v 18
Seringapatam 357 31 14 26
Charlton 274 21 10 18
New-Zealander 259 23 8 18
Sir A. Hammond 301 31 12 18

-...... — — —

3456 302 107
The Atlantia received the new name of the
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Essex-Junior, was equipped with 20 guns, and 
her command given to lieut. Downs.

Lieut. Downs convoyed some of the prizes to 
Valparaiso ; and capt. Porter, on the return of 
lieut. Downs, proceeded w ith the other prizes to , 
the island of Nooahcevah, where he overhauled 
his ship, took on board a supply of provisions, 
and sailed for the coast of Chili, on the 12th 
December, 1813.

Previous to sailing from Nooaheevah, he se
cured liis prizes under the guns of a battery, 
which we erected for their protection, and left 
the battery in charge of lieut. Gamble, and 21 
marines, with orders to repair to Valparaiso, 
after a certain period. A friendly intercourse 
was established with the natives ; and the isl
and taken possession of, in theqpme of the Unit
ed States. He arrived on the coast of Chili 
the 12th January, 1814.

The captain detailed his success in the follow
ing words :

“ I had completely broke up the British naviga
tion in the Pacific ; the vessels which had not been 
captured, were laid up and dared not venture out. 
The valuable whale fishery there, is entirely de
stroyed, and the actual injury we have done them, 
maybe estimated afrtwb and a half millions of dol
lars, independent of expenses of vessels, in search 
of me. They have furnished me amply with sails, 
cordage, cables, anchors, provisions, medicines, and 
stores of every description : and the slops on board 
them have furnished clothing for the seamen. We 
had, in fact, lived on the enemy, since f had been in 
that sea, every prize having proved a well found 
store-ship for me. 1 had not been under the neces
sity of drawing bills on the department for any ob
ject, and had been enabled to make considerable ad
vances to my officers and crew on account of pay.”
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After arriving at Valparaiso, he found him
self blockaded by two British ships ; the Phoe
be, com. Hillyar, carrying 30 long 18 pounders, 
16 32-pound carronades, 1 howitzer, and 6 3- 
pounders in the tops, and a compliment of S20 
men ; and the Cherub, mounting 28 guns, and 
having a compliment of 180 men ; making, to
gether, 8t guns and 500 men. The force of the 
Essex was 46 guns, 40 32-pound carronades and 
6 long 12’s, her crew amounted to 255 men.— 
The .Essex-Junior mounted 20 guns, 10 18- 
pound carronades, and 10 short 6’s, with only 
60 men on board.

Capt. Porter having sought in vain to bring 
on an action with any one of the enemy, had re
solved on putting to sea, in the hope of outsail
ing them. On the 28th of March, 1814, 
during a fresh blow of wind, the Essex parted 
her larboard cable, and dragged the starboard 
anchor directly to sea. Finding himself in this 
situatiod, he hoisted sail, and got under way.— 
On rounding a point of land, a heavy squal 
struck the ship, and carried away her main top
mast, precipitating the men, who were aloft, 
into the sea. Being chased by the two enemy’s 
ships, and unable to gain his former anchorage, 
lie ran close into a small bay, about three quar
ters of a mile to leeward of the battery, on the 
cast side ef the harbor, and let go bis anchor, 
within pistol-shot of the shore.

It was in this situation, that his crippled ship 
and reduced crew were attacked, in a neutral 
port, contrary to the laws of nations, .by two 
ships of the enemy. The Essex was carried, 
but a prize has never been bought at a (leaver 
rate. The action lasted nearly two hours and 
a half. The Cherub, from her crippled state,
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was compelled to haul off, but continued to five 
at a distance, from her long guns. The Phoe
be, also, chose, after suffering considerably, to 
fire from a distance with her long guns, while 
the Essex could not reach him with hcrcarron- 
ades. There never was a ship more cut up 
than the Essex, nor that suffered more in men. 
Seventy men, including officers, were all that 
remained, after the action, capable of doing du
ty, and many of these severely wounded.

The enemy continued firing for several mi
nutes, and killed and wounded many of the crew 
of the Essex, after her colors were struck, and 
an opposite gun fired, to show that resistance 
had ceased. Capt. Porter conceiving it was in
tended to refuse quarter, was on the point of 
hoisting his colors, and selling his life as dear 
as possible, when the fire of the enemy ceased. 
The Phœbe was so cut up, that she was, with 
great difficulty, worked into Valparaiso, and it 
seemed doubtful, even after she came to anchor# 
whether she could be repaired so as to enable 
her to double Cape Horn. Stye had eighteen 
12-pound shot through her, below her water 
line. Nothing but the smoothness of the water 
saved her from sinking. Had the Phœbe and 
Cherub dared to come boldly into close action, 
they would have been undoubtedly defeated.— 
The enemy’s loss in men cannot be ascertained, 
but must have been very severe. That of the 
Essex was—
Killed* and have died since of their wounds 58 
Severely, wounded - - - 39
Slightly wounded - - - 26
Missing 31

Total 154
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It was agreed between capt. Porter and com. 
Hillyar, that the Essex-Junior should be dis
armed, and employed as a cartel, to bring eapt. 
Porter and his men to the United States, to be 
there exchanged for an equal number of British 
prisoners, of equal rank. On the 5th July, the 
Essex-Junior arrived off New-York, and was 
overhauled by the British ship^Saturn. Capt. 
Porter, judging from the conduct of the British 
officer, that he would violate the terms, under 
which the Essex-Junior had sailed, took to his 
boat ; and, after rowing and sailing 40 miles, 
reached Long-Island.

The winter season, rendering it difficult and 
dangerous for an enemy’s fleet to remain on the 
American coast, to the northward of Virginia, 
it was conjectured that his blockading squadron 
would be moved to the southward, nor was the 
conjecture ill founded. It was his intention to 
effect something more permanently useful, than 
the robbing of private property. A general a- 
larra prevailed among the inhabitants, particu
larly in the cities, along the sea-coast. It was 
also ascertained, that great preparations were 
making, and several thousand men collected in 
the West-Indies, with the avowed intention of 
invading some of the southern stales.

At 4 o’clock, P. M. on the 15th September, 
1814, Fort Bowyer, on Mobile-point was attack
ed by a superior British naval and land force. 
The naval force was under command of Sir H. 
W. Percy, and consisted of 2 ships from 2* to 
2^jfcuns, mounting 32-<pound carronades*; 2 brigs 
from 16 tq 18 guns, mounting 24-pound carrou- 
ades, and 3 tenders. The land forces consisted 
of 100 marines, a body of Indians, and a battery 
of a 12-pounder and howitzer. The American
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effective force was about 120 men, of whom not 
more than 90 were engaged. . \

At 4, P. M. the enemy’s leading ship, caîlèd 
the Hermes, having approached sufficiently 
near, the guns of the battery opened on her ; 
at 20 minutes past 4, the engagement became
Î;eneral. Soon after this time, the British land 
orces were put to flight, by discharges of grape 

and cannister, from a 9-pounder. At 5, P. M. 
the guns of the Hermes were silenced, and she 
drifted out, and grounded within 600 yards of 
the battery, where she continued to be fired on, 
until night. At sun-set, the other vessels cut 
their cables, and stood off, under a tremendous 
fire from the battery. At a quarter past 7, the 
Hermes appeared, to be on fire ; at 10, her ma
gazine blew up. ^

.It was learned, from deserters, that 150 of 
the erew of the Hermes were lost, that 85 were 
killed or Mounded on board the other ship, and 
several on board the other vessels. The Ame
rican loss was 4 killed and 5 wounded. Major 

^William Lawrence commanded at the fort.
The appearance of 50 or 60 vessels of the 

enemy, in the mouth of the Mississippi, render
ed it almost certain, that the city of New-Or
leans would be an object of attack. The ad
vance of the enemy was announced, in general 
orders, on the 14 tb December, 1814, by gov. 
Claiborne ,• and, on the 18th, gen. Jackson re

viewed the militia, preparatory to meeting the 
enemy. Martial law Mas declared on the 16th. 
The' woodsmen from Louisiana, Tcnnesffe, 
Mississippi Territory, and Kentucky, hastened 
to the scene of honor and of glory ; and men, 
of different languages and manners, prepared to 
emulate each other in defence of a common
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country, and a liberty in which they alike par
ticipated.

On the 13th December, the enemy’s flotilla 
gained the Pass Christian, and was proceeding, 
evidently, against the U. S. gun vessels, then at 
anchor off bay St. Louis. The gun-boats re
treated, during the night, to the Malhereaux 
Islands, Lake Borgne, where the wfyd and tide 
forced them to remain. At day-light, on the 
15th, the enemy advanced with 42 heavy launch
es and gun barges, mounting 42 guns, of 12,18 
and SO. calibre, and 3 light gigs, with 1200 men.

At 10 minutes before 11, A. M. hecemmenc? 
ed an attack on the flotilla, consisting of gun
boat No. 5, 5 guns, 36 men, sailing-master Fer
ris ; gun-boat No. 23. 5 guns, 39 men, lient. 
M-Keever; gun-boat No. 156, 5 guns, 4*1 men, 
lieut. Jones ; gun boat No. 162, 5 guns, 35 men, 
lieuf. Spcddcn; and gun-boat No. 163, 3 guns, 
51 men, sailing-master Ulrick—total, 23 guns, 
and 182 men ; the entire under command of 
lieut. Thus. Ap. Catespy Jones, of boat 156.

The sloop Alligator (lender) of 1 4-pounder 
and 8 men, not l»cing able to join the flotilla, 
was captured, before the action with the gun
boats commenced.

The gun boats were taken in succession, and 
each boat, when taken, added to the enemv’s 
line of attack. The action continued until*40 
minutes past 12, when tbc last of the gun-boats 
was surrendered.

Considering the immense disproportion of the 
parties, the action was sustained, on the part of 
the Americans, with a skill, hravcry^Yiud per
severance, unexampled, even in the most spirit
ed of the actions which distinguished the Ame
rica» seamen in the previous part of the war.

x 2
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Five small vessels, and a few men, maintaining 
a contest for an hour and a half, against a swarm 
of heavy barges and gun-boats, w hich closed 
and nearly surrounded them, was a sight un
paralleled in the annals of naval heroism. The 
loss of the enemy, in killed and wounded, was 
estimated by lient. Jones, to exceed 300, among 
whom were an unusual proportion of officers.

The capture of this flotilla gave to the ene
my a free entrance into lake Ponchartrain, ex
cept what resistance they might meet from a 
small fort commanding the passage of the Rc- 
golcttes.

The enemy, having gained the command of 
the lakes, was enabled to effect a passage to the 
Mississippi, at a point, about 9 miles from Ncy- 
Oi leans. Gen. Jackson advanced against him, 
determined to attack him in his first position. 
The attack was made in the night of the 23d 
December, at half past 7 o’clock. It was com
menced by a fire from the schooner Caroline, 
which dropped down the river, in order to open 
on the rear of the camp. This was the signal 
for gen. Coffee to fall on the right, while gene
ral Jackson attacked the left near the river.— 
It resulted honorably to the American arms ; 
but produced nothing decisive. The enemy’s 
force amounted to about 3000 nfWi ; that of gé
néral Jackson did not exceed 1500. The eon- 
fliet lasted an hour, and was supported with

freaHfrmness. Gen. Jackson remained on the 
eld until * o’clock in the morning, when he 

took s new position two miles nearer the city; 
having lost in this affair, 2* killed, 115 wounded, 
and 7* missing*—Total 213.

I he enemy succeeded, on the 27th, in blow
ing up the Caroline, (site being beeaJmed,; by
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means of hot shot, from a land battery, erected 
in the night. On the 28th, he advanced, with 
his whole force, against gen. Jackson, in the 
hope of driving him from his position, and with 
this view opened a fire with bombs and rockets, 
at the distance of about half a mile. The ene
my was repulsed with a loss of about 120 men. 
Tk* Americans lost 7 killed and had 8 wounded.

On Sunday morning, the 1st January, 1815, 
the enemy had advanced within 600 yards of 
the American, breast-works, under cover of 
night and a heavy fog, and had erected the pre
ceding night, three different batteries, mounting 
in all 15 guns, from 6’s to 32’s. About eight 
o’clock, when the fog cleared off, they commenc
ed a most tremendous fire upon the Americans, 
but it was amply returned by them, and a heavy 
cannonading was kept up, without the least in
terval on either side, except that occasioned by 
the explosion of a magazine in the rear of one 
of the American batteries, and another maga
zine in the night, owing to the enem^ ‘s Con
greve rockets. By 4 o’clock in the afternoon, 
the Americans had dismounted all the enemy’s 
guns, except two. They retreated, during the 
night, to their strong hold, about a mile and a 
quarter from the American camp. Twice did 
the enemy attempt to storm and carry the A- 
merican batteries, but were as often repulsed^ 
On New-Year’s day, the loss of the Americans 
was It killed, and 23 badly wounded. That of 
the enemy, from the accounts of two prisoners 
taken on that day, and three deserters after
wards, must have been much greater.

According as the woodsmen arrived to the 
aid of gen. Jackson’s army, they were disposed 
of to the best advantage, for the purpose of de-
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fence ; but these forces not being of a very ef
ficient nature, especially as the men could riot 
be all provided with the necessary arms,, the 
general could not attempt any thing against an 
enemy, who was thus left to pursue, undisturb
ed, his laborious operations.

During the days of the 6th and 7th, the ene
my had been actively employed in making pre
parations for an attack on Jackson’s lines.-. 
"With infinite labour, they had succeeded on the 
nfght of the 7th, in getting their boats across 
from the lake to the river, by widening and 
deepening the canal, on which they had effected 
their disembarkation.

, pen. Jackson was on the left side of the river, 
patiently wailing the attack. Pen. Morgan, 
with the New-Oi leans contingent ; the Louisi
ana militia and a detachment of Kentucky 
troops, occupied an entrenched camp on the op
posite side of the river, protected by strong bat
teries on the bank, superintended by commo* 
dore Patterson.

On Sunday, the 8th, at 6 1-2 o’clock, A, M, 
the enemy began a very heavy cannonade upon 
the American lines from his batteries of 18 and 
12-pounders, supported by the musketry of 2,o00 
men, who mavehed in close columns, and ad
vanced nearer than musket shot distance to the 
entrenchments, armed with rockets, obuses and 
faeines, to storm the batteries ; they directed 
their principal attack against the head of the 
line, flanked by the river, and upon the left rest
ing upon the cipress swamp, as ivell as against 
the tirailleurs and riflemen, placed above the 
said swamp ; the roaring of the guns and firing 
of the musketry* lasted two hours and a quar
ter, the enemy’s mortars, although directed a-
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gainst the centre, did no harm to the troops, 
the bursting of their bombs in the works was of 
no effect. Two British officers and one French 
engineer, of the name of Rennie, who had gain
ed the snmmit of the American parapet, (see 
FrontispieceJ were killed, wounded or made 
prisoners, (the engineer and one colonel was 
killed) ; after this terrible affair, the field, in 
front of the works, was strewed with British 
wounded and killed.

Gen. Jackson thus briefly details the particu
lars of attack.

“In my encampment every thing was ready for ac
tion; when early on the morning of the 8th, the ene
my, afteh throwing a shower of bombs and Congreve 
rockets, advanced their columns at my right and 
left, to storm my entrenchments. I cannot speak 
sufficiently in praise of the firmness and deliberation 
■with which my whole line received their approach. 
More could not have been expected from Veterans 
inured to war. For an hour, the fiçe of small arms 
was as incessant and severe as can be imagined— 
The artillery, too, directed by officers who display
ed equal skill and courage, did great execution—. 
Yet the columns of the enemy continued to advance 
with a firmness,which reflects upon them the great
est credit. Twice, the column, which approached 
me on my left, was repulsed by the troops of gen. 
Carroll, those of gen. Coffee, and a division of the 
Kentucky militia, and twice they formed again, and 
renewed the assault. At length, however, cut to 
pieces, they fled in confusion from the field,lowing 
it covered with their dead and wounded.”

Simultaneously with the attack on gen. Jack
son’s lines, an attack was made on the works of 
gen. Morgan. Had the enemy been met with 
resolution in this attack, it must have produced, 
hifen^re destruction ; but, unfortunately, the

•'> ' M
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Kentuckyreinforcements ingloriously fled, draw
ing after them, by their example, the remainder 
of the forces, and leaving the batteries to the e- 
nemy ; not, however, until after the guns were 
spiked. While general Jackson was preparing 
to dislodge the enemy from the captured batte
ry, the British troops were withdrawn, and the 
post re-occupied by the Americans.

The return of the killed, wounded, and priso
ners, taken, at the battle of Mac Prardies plan-» 
tation, on the left bank of the Mississippi, on 
the morning of the 8th, January, 1S15, and five 
miles below the city of New-Orleans, consisted 
of—killed, 700 ; wounded, 14,00 ; prisoners, 500 
-r-total 2600.

Among the slain, were general Sir Edward 
Pakenham, the chief, and gen. Gibbs, the third 
in command ; gen. Keane, the-second in com
mand, was severely wounded. Gen. Lambert 
succeeded to the command.

His total loss, in the different engagements, 
was not probably less than 3,500 ; and was, by 
many, supjposed to exceed 4,000. The loss to 
the Americans, on the 8th, on both sides of the- 
river, was 13 killed, 39 wounded, and 19 missing ; 
total killed, wounded, and missing, this day 71 
of this number there were but 6 killed, and 7 
wounded, in the action of the line.

The enemy intended to pass Fort Philip, in 
order to co-operate with the land forces in the 
attack on New-Orleans. On the 9th January, 
at half past 3 P. M. the enemy's bomb-vessels 
opened their fire against the fort, from 4 sea- 
mortars, 2 of them 13 inches, and 2 of 10, at so 
great a distance that the shot from thç fort 
could not reach him. The enemy’s fire contin
ued with little intermission, and with liule fu-
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Corruption from the fort, during the 10th, 11th, 
12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th and 17th. On the 
evening of the 17th, a heavy mortar was got in 
readiness, and opened on the enemy, with great 
effect. At day-light, on the 18th, the enemy re
tired, after having thrown upwards of1000 heavy 
shells, besides small shells, from the howitzers, 
round shot and grape, which he discharged from 
boats, under cover of the night. Scarcely ten 
feet of the garrison remained untouched ; yet 
the loss of men was small, consisting of 2 killed 
and 7 wounded. This saving of men was ow
ing to the great pains taken by the officers to 
keep their men under cover.

All the enemy’s movements, after the action 
of the 8th of January, were calculated to secure 
his retreat, should sueh prove necessary, as ap
pearances then indicated that it would. Their 
intention was, however, masked by a menacing 
attitude, as if preparing for a renewal of the at
tack on Jackson’s line. They had erected bat
teries to cover their retreat, in advantageous po
sitions, from their original encampment to the 
Bayou through which they entered lake Bourg- 
ne. The cannon placed on these batteries could 
have raked a pursuing army in every direction. 
The situation of the ground, through which they 
retired, was protected by canals, redoubts, en
trenchments, and swamps, on the right ; and the 
river on the left. '

In this state of things, Jackson had on oppor
tunity of showing his prudence, as he before 
proved his courage, and, by uniting both quali
ties, perfected the general. Since the action of 
the 8th, the artillery, on both sidfes of the river, 
was constantly employed in annoying the ene
my. An attempt to storm his batteries would
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have produced great slaughter among the Arne- 
ricans, been doubtful ot success, and might pos- 
siby have induced the enemy to delay his depar
ture. It was therefore resolved by gen. Jack- 
son to secure the advantage obtained, with the 
least possible loss or hazard.

All hope which the enemy had of reducing 
fort Philip, had vanished ; and on the night of 
the 18th, they precipitately decamped, and,’ re
turned to their shipping ; leaving behind them 
80 of their wounded, 14 pieces of heavy artille
ry, and an immense number of ball, having de
stroyed much of their powder.

Mr. Shields, purser in the navy, wrote letters 
on fhe 16th and 17th of January, to Mr. Niles, 
of Baltimore, containing much information, 
from which the following is extracted :

“The day after the gun-boats were taken I was 
sent down under a fia" of truce, to ascertain the fate 
of our officers and men, with power to negociate an 
exchange, especially for the wounded. But the en
emy would make no terms—they treated the flag 
with contempt, and myself and the surgeon, who 
was with me, as prisoners, until the 18th mst. He 
has now lowered his tone, and begs the exchange 
that we offered. Defeat has humbled the arrogance 
of the enemy, who had promised his soldiers forty- 
eight hours pillage and rapine of the City of New - 
Orleans ! !"

On the authority of judge Poindexter, it is 
stated, that “ the watch-word and countersign 
of the enemy on the morning of the 8th, was 
BKAUTY and BOOTY. Comment is unneces
sary on these significant allusions held out to a 
licentious soldiery. Had victory declared on 
their side, the scenes of Havre de Grace, of 
Hampton, of Alexandria, and of St. Sebastians,
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would, without doubt, have been re acted at N. 
Orleans, with all the unfeeling and brutal inhu
manity of the savage foe with whom we are 
contending.”

Thus ended, in disgrace and discomfiture to 
the enemy, an expedition which occupied seve
ral months in its preparation, and was compos
ed of at least 10,000 troops, drawn from al
most every part of the world, where the Bri
tish had garrisons or soldiers. Nothing was 
left undone to secure the occupation of an im
mense province, and the commando!" a river ex
tending thousands of miles through the most 
fertile countries in the world ; and on which se
veral of the United States depended as an out
let and market for their produce.

That a permanent occupation of New Orleans 
and the state of Louisiana, was intended, can 
scarcely he doubted. The fact that revenue 
and other civil officers, to reside at New-Or- 
leans, were on board the fleet, is a sufficient 
evidence of this fact, as well as it is of the cer
tainty with which victory was counted on ; nor 
is this rendered doubtful, by the circumstance, 
that the battle was fought after the treaty Of 
peace dias ratified by the British government. 
The expedition against New-Orleans was plan
ned long before the signing of peace, and at a 
time when the wavering and quibbling |)olicy of 
England induced the American commissioners 
at Ghent, to write to their government, •• that 
no hopes of peace, as likely to result from it, 
(the negotiation) could be entertained.”

From an official account, it appeared, that 
the number of men under command of general 
Jackson, and actually engaged against tlie ene
my, on the 8th January, amounted to 4,t>98.—
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The enemy’s force, by bis own account, exceed
ed 10,000.

By an article in a Jamaica paper, of the 3d 
December, it was stated, that the expedition 
then prepared to go against the United States, 
under command of Sir Alexander Cochrane and 
maj. gen. Keane (the same that afterwards en
tered the Mississippi) consisted of 1 ship of 80 
guns, 5 of 74, 2 of 50, 1 of 44, 6 of 38, 2 of 36, 
3 of 32, S of 16, 2 of 14, and 3 of 6 guns—Total 
28 ; carrying 1084 guns, besides a great num
ber of cutters, transports, &c.

Several desperate characters, citizens of the 
United States, as well as foreigners, natives of 
different countries, had associated themselves 
into a band of pirates, under the chief Lafitte, 
and had taken up their residence in the island 
of Barritaria, neat the mouth of the Missis
sippi. The government of the United States 
caused this unlawful establishment to be broken 
up. The expedition against the Barritarians, 
took possession of all the piratical vessels, their 
prizes, and a considerable quantity of arms and 
property, without opposition, on the 16th Sep
tember, 1814. The vessels, thus taken, con
sisted of 6 schooners and one felucca, cruisers 
and prizes of the pirates, one brig, a prize, and 
2 armed schooners, both in line of battle with 
the armed vessels of the pirates. The estab
lishment on shore, which was also taken posses
sion of, consisted of about 40 houses. The pi
rates had mounted on their vessels 20 pieces of 
cannon, of different calibres, and their number 
consisted of between 800 and 1000 men of all 
nations and colors. The expedition against the 
pirates was under command of com. Patterson, 
of the navy, having on board a detachment of 
land troops, under command of col. Ross.
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The Barritarian pirates took part in the de
fence of New-Orleans, against the British, and 
were both active and serviceable. It was, also, 
satisfactorily ascertained, that they had, previ
ous to their dispersion, refused an alliance with 
the British, rejecting the most seducing terms 
of invitation, induced, by these considerations, 
and at the recommendation of the general as
sembly'of the state of Louisiana, the President 
of the United States granted to such of them 
as aided in defence of New-Orleans, a full par
don for all offences against the laws of the Unit
ed States, committed previous to the 8th Janu
ary, 1815.

The enemy after being defeated near New- 
Orleans, turned his attention to the state of 
Georgia ; and, from appearances, intended a 
visit to Savannah. The unprepared state of 
Georgia, and the dreadful character of the en
emy,.caused a great alarm among the inhabit
ants of the state.

On the 11th January» 1815, the enemy, to 
the number of 1500 or 2000 men, effected a 
landing on Cumberland island. On the ISth, 
Point-Petre was carried by storm ; and, on the 
following dpÿ, St. Mary’s capitulated, in con
sequence of a flag sent from the inhabitants of 
the town. The enemy evacuated Point-Petre 
and St. Mary’s the 21st January, after burning 
the barracks and blowing up the fort. Had the 
enemy attempted Savannah, he would have met 
a reception similar to that experienced at New- 
Orleans. No people ever turned out more gen
erally, or with more alacrity, than the men of 
Georgia. The militia, in every part of the 
state, were in motion, when the news of peace 
and retreat of the enemy y reached them. Svhile
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the enemy was marching against Point Petre, 
«apt. Massias, of the 1st U. 8. rifle eorps, at the 
head of 60'men, attempted to oppose 1000, com
mitted considerable havoc among the enemy* 
and retreated, with the loss of 1 killed, 4 wound
ed, and 9 missing.

The fortress of Mobile, within the limits of 
the purchase of Louisiana, had been retained by 
the Spaniards, notwithstanding its purchase by 
the United States. The war between Great 
Britain and the United States rendered it ne
cessary to occupy this place, lest it should fall 
into the poscsssion of the enemy. On thé 15th 
ApriWsiS, general Wilkinson appeared before 
jt/ât IRe head of a respectable force; when, 
the gprrison being summoned to surrender, the 
Spanish troops were immediately embarked for 
Pensacola ; and Mobile taken possession, of by 
the United States* troops,

Pensacola, although a Spanish post, was not 
properly entitled to the character of neutral.— 
The conduct of the Spanish governor, left no 
doubt as to his attachment to the British, and, 
his hostile disposition toward the United States.

Pensacola was an asylum for hostile Indians"; 
at Pensacola, they were armed, provisioned and 
paid. Pensacola was a depot of British arms, 
a home for traitors to the United States, and a 
a place of rendezvous for every ally of the ene
my, whether white, black or red.

As soon as the war in Europe was likely to 
end, and Britain at liberty to direct Iter whole 
force against the United States, the understand
ing with the governor of Florida, became less 
masked, and the British officers boldly dated 
their public acts from « Bead-Quarter#, Pen
sacola,” «...
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It was, under these circumstances, determin
ed to attack the British at their head-quarters,• ' 
.and to storm the town, although defended by 
strong batteries, aqd supported by 7 armed 
British vessels in the bay. / On the 7th Novem
ber, 1814, the attack was made, under the com
mand and direction of gen. Jackson. The fol
lowing animated report of the assault, was made 
by general Jackson, in a letter to governor 
Early :

“ I entered sword in hand, with about 3000 brave 
followers, in the face of Spanish batteries, and a 
British fleet pf 7 sail, anchored abreast and opposite 
the town. The English, by intrigue and base false
hood, induced the Spaniards to abandon the works 
commanding the harboV, entered them and blew 
them up, otherwise they would have fallen a sacri
fice to their own plans. When this took place, the 
fleet being at liberty to go out, did so ; and 1 evacu
ated the town, leaving the Spaniards favorably im
pressed with our conduct, and disgusted with their 
British friends,”' fe?

Fort Bowyer was closely besieged by land; 
ami water, on the 8th February, 1815, by a ve
ry large force of the enemy. The garrisem- 
consisted of 360 men, including officers, com
manded hy lieut. col. W. Lawrence. The ene-- 
my advanced by regular approaches* and was 
within certain musket shot of the parapets of 
the fort on the land side, when the garrison was 
surrendered, on the 12th, by capitulation.— 
There were but few lives lost on either side.

On the 24th February, 6 barges of the enemy 
proceeded up the river SL Mary’s, with a view 
to burn the mills belonging to Mr. A. Clark.— 
They were opposed hy a few patriots from the 
Florida shore, when the boats tacked about to ’

y 2
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retreat ; at this moment, about SO men attuefc- 
ed them from an ambttsh on the opposite shore: 
The enemy was thus'plaecd between two fire», 
which continued, to gal! him until he reached a. 
part of the rfver, where, by keeping the centre, 
he Was beyond the reach of the fire from both 
Chores. The enemy lost upwards of 100 men» 
The Americans had only one man wounded.

The V. S. ship President, com. Decatur, sail
ed on a cruise from New-York, the 14th Janu
ary, 181». The ship, ingoing over the bar, 
grounded, and suffered so much inconsequence, 
as evidently to affect her sailing ; and was the 
cause of her subsequent capture, by a superior 
force of the enemy. At 5 A. M. on the 46th, 
the President fell in with the enemy’s squadron, 
consisting of the Majestic, razee Endymion, 
Pomone, Tenedos, and Despatch brig. The 
injury done to the President, when she ground
ed off the Hook, prevented her outsailing the 
enemy’s fleet. The Endymion (mounting 60 
guns, 24-pounders, on the main deck) having ap
proached Within gun-shot, commenced a firing 
at 5 P. M. more with a view to delay than to 
try strength with the President. The latter, 
however, was enabled to bring her guns so far 
to beai*, as to silenee the Endymion, and to put 
her. by o’clock, fully out of eombai, so much 
crippled that she could, with great difficulty, be 
worked or kept afloat. The near approach of 
the other ships, obliged the President to ahan- 
don a vessel, that must, if net supported by her 
«assorts, have surrendered. The Pomone and 
Tenedos, came up and engaged the President at 
tiie same time, the Majestic being also within 
gun-shot. - It being useless, and imprudent, to 
engage so overpowering a force, e«m. Deeatur
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struck his flag ; and went on board the Majes
tic, where he delivered his sword to capt. Hays, 
the senior officer of the squadron, who politely 
returned it. The written parole granted to 
com. Decatur, specified his having surrendered 
the President to a British squadron; thus si
lencing tliose who wished to have it understood, 
that the commodore struck bis flag to a single 
ship. The prize-money, arising from the cap
ture of the President, was divided among the 
crews of the squadron, by which she was cap
tured. J.

The loss on hoard the enemv, could not be as
certained ; that of the President consisted of 
24> killed, and 60 wounded. Among the killed 
were lieutenants Babbit, Hamilton and Howell.

The U. 8. frigate Constitution, capt. Stewart, 
sailed from Boston, m December, 1814. When 
off Madeira, on the evening of the 20th Februa
ry, 1816, she fell in with his Britannic majesty’s 
ships Cyane and Levant, whieh she captured,, 
after an action of 40 minutes.

The Cyane is a frigate' built ship, mounting* 
34 carriage guns, viz. 23 32-pound carronades 
on the gun-deck, 8 32-pound carronades on the 
quarter-deck, 2 18-pound carronades, and 2 
long 9’s, on the forecastle, with a compliment 
of 173 men. The Levant mounted 21 earrtagew 
guns, viz. 18 24-pound carronades, 2 long 9> 
and a shifting 12-pounder, on the top-gallant 
forecastle, with i complement of fSO men.— 
The enemy's vessels suffered severely in spars, 
rigging and sails. The Constitution received 
little injury, having but 4 men killed and 10 
wounded. The Cyane had 7 killed, and 17 
wounded ; the Levant, 9 killed and i 7 wounded. 
On the 12th March, the Constitution and her
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prizes, fell in with three British frigates. The 
frigates kept together, m chase ef the Constitu
tion, lest, by separating, they might be captur
ed in succession. The Constitution outsailed 
and escaped the enemy’s squadron ; the Cyane 
arrived at New-Yerk \ and the Levant was at
tacked and taken by the British squadron, in 
the harbor of Porto Praya, in the island of St. 
Jago, in violation of the neutrality ef the port, 
and contrary to the laws of nations. The Con
stitution arrived safely in the United States.

On the 19th July, 1813, the U. S. brig of war 
Syren, of 16 guns, was captured, after a chase 
ef 11 hours, by his Britannic majesty’s frigate; 
Medway. During the ehase, the Syren threw 
.overboard all her guns, boats, anchors, cables, 
and spars. •

On the 23th May, 1813, the president of the 
United States informed congress,, that his paa- 
jeety the emperor of ‘ Russia, bad offered his 
mediation, in order to facilitate a peace between 
Great-Britain and the United States, that the 
offer was accepted by the president, and that 
three citizens had been commissioned to treat 
accordingly.

On the meeting of congress in. December fol
lowing, the president, in his message to both 
houses, informed them, that Great-Britain had 
declined negotiating under the mediation of 
Russia.

Notwithstanding this refusal of the British 
government to aeçeptthe Russian mediation, 
the British ambassador, at the court of St. Pe
tersburg, directed a letter, in September, to the 
Russian government, intimating a desire to 
treat immediately with the American plenipo
tentiaries.



" T"T' y

HISTORY OF THE WAE< 285

Lord Caetlereagh, secretary of state to his
Britannic majesty, enclosed a copy of the above 
note, in a letter of the 4th November, to the 
secretary of state of the United States, at the 
city of Washington, proposing that the two go
vernments would enter into direct negotiation, 
for a termination of the war, on terms that 
would be mutually advantageous ; and that the 
negotiations would be entered into at Gotten- 
burg or London. The proposition was prompt
ly acceded to by the American government, fix
ing on Gottenburg as the place of negotiation.

The senate confirmed, on the 19th January, 
1814, the nomination, by the president, of John 
Quincy Adams, James A. Bayard, Henry Clay 
and Jonathan Russell, as ministers to treat for 
peace with British commissioners at Gotten
burg. It was afterward agreed, that the trea
ty should be held at Ghent.

So indecisive and equivocating was the con
duct of British ministers, that many persons 
doubted whether any commissioners would be 
appointed on the part of Britain ; and, when 
appointed, it was pretty generally believed that 
the appointment was merely proforma, without 
any intention to agree to reasonable terms of 
peace.

The British government appointed, as their 
commissioners, Lord Gambier, Henry Goul- 
bum, Esq. and Williams Adams, Esq. These 
personages arrived at Ghent, the 6th August.

At the first meeting with the American com
missioners. terms were offered on the part of 
England, so degrading and offensive to the 
United States, that it was impossible to accept 
them ; and, as some of them were offered in the 
form of a sine qua non, there remained not a 
hope of a speedy negotiation to hostilities.
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The news, when arrived in the United Slates, 
roused at once the pride and the energy of the 
nation ; and produced an union of sentiment, 
that presaged future glory and success.

It was now evident, that the negotiations at 
Ghent, hung on those then pending before a 
congress of the ministers of several potentates, 
assembled at Vienna, for settling a general peace 
in Europe.

It is easy to conceive, that the task to be per
formed by the congress at Vienna, was difficult. 
"Wrapped up in state seereey, and influenced by 
state intrigues, the course of negotiation at Vi
enna, was, in a gi*at degree, withheld from the 
publie eye. The continued armaments of Eu
ropean powers, and the military parade with 
which the Duke of Wellington appeared in 
Belgium, even before the emperor of Elba ceas
ed toTie a pensioner of Louis XVlIIth, led to 
the suspicion, that the rights of European sove
reigns must be settled, by a hew effusion of the 
blood of their subjects.

Whatever motive may have influenced the 
British government, it hr certain, that a very 
sudden change of tone was produced on their 
part. The consequence was, that a treaty of 
peace, between Great-Britain and the United 
States, was signed by the commissioners of the 
respective powers, at Ghent, the 84th Decem
ber, 1814, ratified at Ijondon the 28th of the 
same month, and ratified at the city of Wash
ington, on the 17th February, 1815.

On the 18th February, 4815, the President of 
the United States caused a proclamation to be 
published, of which the following is a copy ; 
together with the treaty of peace.

/

t



HISTORY OF TEH WAR. 487
J .. . ,$;■ -,

JAMES MADISON,
tRESlDENT Or TEE UNITED (TATES Or ANERtCA,

To bll and lingular ta wAom thaïe presentt sAall came,
GREETING,

WH ERRAS a treaty of peace and amity between the United 
States of America, and his Britannic majesty, was signed .at Ghent, 
on the twenty-fourth day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen, by the plenipotentiaries respectively appointed for that 
porixwe ; and the said treaty having been, by and with the advice 
and Consent of the Senate of the United States, duly accepted, ratifi. 
ed, and confirmed, on the seventeenth day of February, one thou
sand eight hundred and fifteen ; and ratified copies thereof having 
been exchanged agreeably to the tenor of the said treaty, which is. 
in the words following, to wit.

Treaty qf peace and amity between Ats Britannic majesty and the 
United Statet qf America.

His Britannic majesty and the United States of America, desirous 
of terminating the war which has unhappily subsisted between the 
two countries, and of restoring, upon principles of perfect reciprocity, 
peace, friendship, and good understanding between them, have, for 
that purpose, appointed their respective plenipotentiaries, that is to 
say : his Britannic majesty, on his part, has appointed the right ho
norable James lord Oambier, late admiral of the white, now admiral 
of the red squadron of his majesty’s fleet, Hmry Goulbun, esquire, 
a member of the imperial parliament and under Secretary of state, 
and William Adams,,esquire, doctor of civil laws :—And the Presi
dent of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate thereof, has appointed John Quincy Adams, James A. Bay
ard, Henry Clay, Jonathan Russell, and Albert Gallatin, citicens of 
the United States, who, after a reciprocal communication of their 
respective full powers, have agreed upon the following articles.

ARTICLE THE FIRST.

There shall be a firm and universal peace between his Britannic 
majesty and the United States, and between their respective coun
tries, territories, cities, towns, and people, of every degree, without 
exception of places or persons. All hostilities, both by sea and land, 
shall cease as soon as this treaty shall have been ratified by both 
parties, as hereinafter mentioned. All territory, places, and pos
sessions whatsoever, taken from either party by the other, during 
the war, or which may be taken after the signing of this treaty, ex
cepting only the islands hereinafter mentioned, shall be restored 
without delay, and without causing any destruction, or carrying a- 
way any of the artillery or other public property originally captured 
in the said forts or places, and which shall remain therein upon the 
exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, or any slaves or other

cords, deeds, and papers, 
private persons, which, is 

i the hands of the officers 
of either party, shall be, as far as may be practicable, forthwith re
stored and delivered to the proper authorities and persons to whom 
Uiey respectively belong. Such of the islands in the bay of Passama-

^ 
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quoddy M are claimed by both parties, shall remain in the posses
sion of the party in whose occupation they may be at the time of the 
exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, until the decision respect
ing the title to the said islands shall have been made in conformity 
with the fourth article of this treaty. No disposition made hy this 
treaty, as to such possessions of tÿe islands and territories claimed by 
both parties, shall, in any manner whatever, be construed to affect 

, the right of either. .
ARTICLE THE SECOND. , *

Immediately after the ratifications of this treaty by both parties, 
as hereinafter mentioned, orders shall be sent to the armies, squad
rons, officers, subjects and citisens, of the two powers to cease from 
all hostilities : And to prevent all causes of complaint which might 
arise on account of the prizes which may be taken at sea after the 
raid ratifications of this treaty, it i^jpciprocally agreed, that all ves
sels and effects which may be taken after the space of twelve days 
from the said ratifications, upon all parts of the coast of North Ame
rica, from the latitude of twenty-three degrees north, to the lati
tude of fifty degrees north, and as^|lr eastward in the Atlantic o- 
cean, as the thirty sixth degree of west longitude from the meridian 
of Greenwich, shall be restored to each side : That the time shall 
be thirty days in all other parts of the Atlantic ocean, north of the 
equinoctial line or equator, and the same time for the British and 
Irish channels, for the Gulf of Mexico and all parts of the West-In
dies : forty days for the North seas, for the Baltic, and for all parts 
of the Mediterranean : sirty dajsfor the Atlantic ocean south of the 
equator as far as the latitude of the Cape of Good Hope : ninety 
days for every part of the world south of the equator : and one hundred 
and twenty days for all other parts of the world, without exseption.

ARTICLE THE THIRD.
All prisoners of war taken on either side, as well by land as by 

sea, shall be restored as soon as practicable after the ratification of 
this treaty, as herein after mentioned, qn their paying thtf debts 
which they may have contracted during their captivity*- The two 
contracting parties respectively engage to discharge ÜQ specie, the 
advances which may have been made by the other, for the suste
nance and maintenance of such prisoners.

-, ARTICLE TUB FOURTH.
Whereas it was stipulated by the second article in the treaty of 

peace, Of one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, between his 
Britannic majesty and the United States of America, that the boun
dary of the United States should comprehend all islands within 
twenty leagues of any part of the shores of the United) States, and 
lying between lines to be drawn due east from the points where the 
aforesaid bounderies, between Nova Scotia, on the one part, and 
East Florida on the other, shall respectively touch the Bay of Fun- 
dy, and the Atlantic ocean, excepting such islands as now are, or 
heretofore have been, within the limits of Nova Scotia ; and where
as the several islands in the bay of Paseamaquoildy, which is part 
of the bay ofFundy. and the island of Grand Menan in the said Bay 
of Fundy, are claimed hy the United States as being Comprehended 
within their aforesaid boundaries, qhich said islands are claimed as

Ev. i
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liefonging to his Britannic majesty, as hiving'beÿn at/the time of, 
end prevTone to, the aforesaid treaty of one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-three within the limits of the province of Nova .Scotia. 
In order, therefore, finally to decide upon these claims, it is agreed 
that they shall be referred to two commissioners, to be appointed in 
the following manner, viz. one commissioner shall be appointed by 
his Britannic majesty, and oner by the President of the United 
States^ by and with tne advice and consent of the Senate thereof, and 
the said two commissioners so appointed shall be sworn impartially 
to examine and decide upon the said claims according to such evid
ence as shall be laid before them on the psfl-t of his Britannic majesty 
and of the United States respectively. The said commissioners shall 
meet at Bt. Andrews, in the province of New Brunswick, and. shall 
have power to adjourn to such other place or places as they shall 
think fit. The said commissioners shall, by a declaration or report 
under their hands and seals, ‘decide to which of the two contracting 
parties-the several islands aforesaid do respectively belong, in con
formity with the true intent of the said treaty Of peace of one thou
sand seven Hundred and eighty tbfee. And if the s aid commissioners 
shall agree in their decision, bothfparties shall consider such decision 
as final and conclusive. It is fùrther agreed, that in the event of 
the two commissioners differing upon all or any of the matters so re
ferred to them, or in the event of both or either of the said tommie- 
sioners refusing, or declining, or wilfully omitting, to act as such, 
they shall make, jointly or separately, à report or reports, as well to 
the government of his Britannic majesty as to that of the United 
States, stating in detail the points on which they differ, and the 
grounds upon which their respective opinions have neen formed, or 
till grounds upon which they, or either of them, have so refused, de 
dined, or omitted to act. And his Britannic majesty, and the go
vernment of the United States hereby agree to refer the report or re
ports of the said commissioners, to some friendly sovereign or state, 
to be then named for that purpose, and who shall he requested to de
cide on the differences which may be stated/in the said report or re
ports, or upon the report of one commissioner, together with the 
ground* upon which the other commissioner shall have refused, de
clined, or omitted to act, as the case may be. Aud if the commission 
er so refusing, declining, or omitting to act, shall also wilfully omit 
to state the grounds upon which lie has so dene, in sueh manner that 
the said statement may be referred to such friendly sovereign or 
state, together with the report of such other commissioner; then 4ùch 
sovereign or state shall decide ex parte upon the said report alone. 
And his Britannic majesty and the government of the United States 

, engage to consider the decision of some friendly sovereign or state, 
to be such and conclusive on all the matters so referred.

ARTICLE THE rirTM.

Whereas neither that point of the high land» lying due north 
from the source of the river St. tiroir, and designated in the former 
treaty of peace, between the two powers, as the northwest angle of 
Nova Scotia, now the northwesternmost head of Connecticut river, 
ha* yet been ascertained, ; and whereas that part of the boundary 
line between the dommion of the two powers which extends from the 

Awource of the river St. Croix, directly north to the aboveaentionml
, Z
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northwest angle of Nova Scotia, thence along the said highlands
which divide those rivers that empty themselves into the river St.-: 
Lawrence, from those which fall into the Atlantic ocean, to the 
northwesternmost head of Connecticut river, thence down along 
thé'middle of the river to the forty-fifth degree of north latitode ; 
thence by a line due west on said latitude until it strikes the river 
Iroquois, or Cataraguy, has not yet been surveyed : It is agreed 
that for these several purposes two commissioners shall be a point
ed, sworn, and authorised, to act exactly in the manner directed 
with respect to those mentioned in the next preceding article, unless 
otherwise specified in the present Mticle. The said commissiooen 
shall meet at St. Andrews, in the province of New-Brunswick, and 
shall have power to adjourn to such other place or places as they 
shall think fit. The said commissioners shall have power to ascer
tain and determine the points abovementioned, in conformity with 
the provisions of the said treaty of peace of one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-three, and shall cause the boundary aforesaid, 
from the source of the river St. Croix, to the river Iroquois or Ca- 
taragwy, to be surveyed and marked according to the said provisions. 
The said commissioners shall make a map of the said boundary, and 
annex to it a declaration under their hands and seals, certifying it 
to be the Jtroe map of the said boundary, and particularising the lat
itude and longitude of the nospwest angle of Nova Scotia, of the 
northwesteromoet head of Connecticut river, and of such other points 
of the same boundary as they may deem proper. And both partly 
agree to consider such map and declaration as finally ana .conclu
sively fixing the said boundary. And in the event of the said two 
commissioners differing, or both, or either of them, refolding or de
clining, or wilfully oihitting to act, such reports, declarations, »or 
statements, shall be made by them, or either of them, and such 
reference to a friendly sovereign or state, shall be made, in all re
spects, as in the latter part of the fourth article is contained, and in 
as full a manner as if the same was herein repeated.

ABTlClg THE SIXTH,

Whereas, by the former treaty of peace, that portion of the boun
dary of the United States, from the point where the forty-fifth de
gree of north latitude strikes the river Iroquois, or Cataraguy, to 
fte lake superior, was declared to be “ along the middle of said ri- 
“ ver into lake Ontario, through the middle of said lake until it,
“ strikes the communication by water between that lake and lake 
“ Erie, thence along the middle of said communication into lake 
“ Erie, through the middle of said lake until it arrives at the water 
v communication into the lake Huron, thence through the middle of 
“ said lake to the water communication between that lake and lake' 
“Superior.” And whereas doubts have arisen, what was the mid- , 
die of said river, lakes and water communications, and whether 
certain islands lying in the same were within the dominions of his 
Britannic majesty or of the United States : 16 order, therefore, 
finally to deride these doubts, they shal be referred to two com
missioner», to be appointed, sworn, and authorised to act, exactly in 
the manner directed with respect to those mentioned iu the next 

^ preceding article, unie# eth.erwise specified in this present article.—,

a
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The «aid commissioners «hall meet, in the tint instance*, at Albany, 
in the state of New-York, and «hall have power to adjourn, to such 

' other place or place» as they «hall think fit : The «aid commission
er» «hall, by a report or declaration, under their hands and seal»,

• designate the boundary through this «aid river, lakes, and .water 
communications, and decide to which of the two contraçting partie» 
the several islands lying witllin the said river, lakes, and water 
communications, do respectively belong, in conformity with the tme 

^ intent of the said treaty of one thousand seven hundred andeighty • 
"* three. And both parties agree to consider *uch designation and 

decjgioo as final and conclusive. And in the event of the said two 
~^mmieeiooers differing, of botlj, or either of them, refusing, déclin 

g, or wilftilly omitting to act, such reports, declarations or state
ments, shall be made by them, or either of them, and such reference 
to a friendly Sovereign or state, shall be made, in all respects, as m 
the latter pert of the fourth article is contained, and in as full « 
manner as if the same was herein repeated.

• 1r • •
ARTICLE THI SEVENTH.

It is further agreed, that the said two last mentioned commission
ers, after they shall have executed the duties assigned to them in 
the preceding article, shall be, apd they are "hereby authorised, upon 
their oaths, impartially to fix and determine, according to the true 
intent of the saidstreaty of peace, of one thousand seven hundred" 
and eighty*t,hree, that part of the boundary between the dominion» 
of the two pfrwçrs, which extends from the wafer communication be
tween lake Hurra and lake Superior, to the most north-wester 
point bf the lake of the Woods, to decide to which of the two partie 
the several islands lying in the lakes, water communications* and ri
vers, forming the said boundary, do respectively belong, in conformi
ty with the true intent of the said treatyyof peace, of one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty three * and te cause such parts of the said 
boundary, as require it, to be surveyed and marked. The said com
missioner! shall, by a report or declaration, under thyfhands and 
seals, designate the boundary aforesaid, state their decikW'on the 
points thus referred to them, and particularise the latitude and lon
gitude of the most north western point of the lake of the Woods, and 
•f such other parts of the said boundary as they may deem proper. 
And both 'parties agree to consider such designation and decision a* 
final and conclusive. And, in the event of the said two commission
ers differing, or bath, or either of them refusing, declining, or wil
fully omitting.to act, such reports, declarations, or statements, shall 
be made by them, or either of them, and such reference to a friendly 
Sovereign or state, shall be made in all respects, as in the latter pert 
of tije fourth article is contained, and in as full a manner as if the 
samejsas herein repeated.

ARTICLE THE EIGHTH.

he several hoards of two commissioners, mentioned in the four 
p.^.adiirt /articles, shall respectively have power to appoint a secre
tary, and to employ surii surveyors, or other persons, as they shall 
Judge necessary. D-jflicates of all their respective reports, declara
tions. statement# andriedsions, and of their accounts, and of tb* 
journal of their proceedings, shall be delivered by them, to the agent»

/
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of his Britannia majesty, and to the agents of the United States, wbb 
may be respectively appointed, and authorised to manage the busi
ness on behalf of their respective governments. The said commis
sioners shall be respectively paid in such manner as shall be agreed 
between the two contracting parties, such agreement being to be set
tled at the time of (he exchange of the ratifications of this treaty — 
And all other expencet attending the said commissioners shall be de
frayed equally by the two parties. And in the case of death, sick
ness, resignation, or necessary absence, the place of every such com
missioner respectively shall be supplied in the same manner as such 
commissioner was first appointed, and the new commissioner shall 
take the same oath or affirmation, and do the same duties. It is 
further agreed between the two contracting parties, that in case any 
•f the islands mentioned in any of the preceding articles, which 
Were in the possession of one of the parties prior to the commence
ment of the present war between the two countries, should, by the 
decision of any of the boards of commissioners aforesaid, or of the 
sovereign or state so referred te, as in the four next preceding arti
cles contained, fall within the dominions of the other party, all 
grants of land made previous to the commencement of the war by 
the party having had such possession, shall be as valid as if such isl
and or islands, h»d, by such "decision or decisions, been adjudged to 
be within the dominions of the party having had such possession. .

ARTICLE THI NINTH.
The United States of America engage to put an end, immediately 

WÊÊItr the ratification of the present treaty, to hostilities with all the 
i of nations of Indians, with whom they may be at war at the 

time of such ratification ; and forthwith to restore to such tribes or 
nations, respectively, all the possessions, rights and privileges, which 
they may have enjoyed, or been entitled to, in one thousand eight 
hundred and eleven, previoue te eneh hostilities : Provided always. 
That such tribes or nations, shall agree to desist from all hostilities, 
against the United States of America, their citizens and subjects, 

fv upon the ratification of the .present treaty being notified to such 
fnbes or nations, and shall so desist accordingly. And his Britan- 
nie majesty engages, on his part, to put an end, immediately after 
the ratification of the present treaty, to hostilities with all the 
tribes or nations of Indians, with whom he may be at war, at the 
time of such ratification, and forthwith to lestore to such tribes or 
nations, respectively, all the possessions, rights and privileges which 
they may have enjoyed, or been entitled to, in one thousand eight 
hundred and eleven, previous to such hostilities : Provided oliyof/s, 
That such tribes or nations shall agree to desist from all hostilities 
against bis Britannic majesty, and his subjects, upon the ratification 
of the present treaty being notified to such tribes or nations, and 
shall so desist accordingly.
- * . ARTICLE THE TENTH.

Whereas the traffic in slaves is irreconcilable with the principles 
of humanity end justice, mad whereas both his majesty and the 
United States are desirous of eoitinuing their efforts to promote its 
entire abolition, it is hereby agreed, that both the contracting par
ties shall nse their best endeavors to accomplish so desirable &A 
object.
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ART1CLI Til ILIVINTK.

This treaty, when the same shall have been ratified on both sidei,
without alteration by either of the contracting parties, and-the rati* 
cations mutually exchanged, shall be binding; on both parties, and 
the ratifications shall be exchanged at Washington, in the space of 
tour months from this day, or sooner if practicable.

In faith whereof, we, the respective plenipotentiaries, have sign
ed this treaty, and have thereunto affixed our seals.

Done iptreplicate, at Ghent, the twenty fourth day of Decem
ber, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen.

GAMBIER,
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS, 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
J A BYYARD,
H CLAY,
JONA. RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN.

(l. p.) 
(l. s.) 
(l. s.)
(L. 6.) 
(L. 6.) 
(L 8.) 

(L. s.) 
(l. s )

Now, therefore, to the end that the said treaty of peace and amity 
may be observed with good faith, on the part of the United States, Ij 
James Madison, president as aforesaid, have caused the premises to 
be made public ; and I do hereby enjoin all persons, bearing office, 
civil or military, within the United States, and all others, citizens or 
inhabitants thereof, or being within the same, faithfully to observe 
and fulfil the said treaty, and every clause and article thereof.

In testimony whereof, l have caused the seal of the United"! 
(l. s ) States to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same 

with my hand.
Done at the city of Washington, this eighteenth day of 

February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, and of the sovereignty and inde
pendence of the United States, the thirty-nioth.-

J YMES MADISON.
By the President;

JAMES MONROE, A din; Secretary nf State. »

The terms of the treaty, being considered1 
honorable to the country, and satisfactory to 
the citizens, their ratification was followed by 
the most general and enthusiastic joy, accompa
nied by illuminations, &c. Ac. in.every part of 
the union. V ‘

Reference being had in this treaty to that oCYV* 
1783, it is thought proper, for the .better under. * 1 
standing of the whole, to print; ifr this place,, 
the following copy, of the said treatf*.

Z 2
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DEFINITIVE TREATY OF PEACE
BETWEEN THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HIS BRITANNIC 
MAJESTY.

In the name qf the Most Holy and Undivided, Trinity.
IT having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the hearts of 

the most serene and most potent prince (Jeorge the third, by the 
grace of God king of Great Britian, France and Ireland, defender of 
the faith, Duke of Brunswick abd Lunenburg, Arch-treasurer and 
Prince elector of the most holy roman empire, &c. and of the United 
States of America, to forget all past misunderstandings and differen
ces that have unhappily interrupted the good correspondence and 
friendship which they mutually wish to restore ; and to establish 
eich a beneficial and satisfactory intercourse between the two coun
tries, upon the ground of reciprocal advantages and mutual conven
ience, as may promote and secure to both perpetual peace and harmo
ny : And having for this desirable end, already laid the foundation 
of peace and reconciliation, by the provisional articles, signed at Pa
ris, on the thirtieth of November, one thousand seven hundred an<I 
eighty two, by the commissioners empowered on each part, which ar
ticles were agreed to be inserted in, and to constitute the treaty of 
peace proposed to be concluded between the crown of Great Britian 
and the said United States, bat which treaty was not to be conclud
ed until terms of peace should be agreed upon between Great Britain 
and France, and his Britannic Majesty should be ready to conclude 
such treaty accordingly ; and the treaty between Great Britain and 
France, having since been concluded, his Britannic mtyesty and the 
United States of America, in order to carry into full effect the pro
visional articles abovementioned, according to the tenor thereof, have 
constituted and appointed, that is to‘say, His Britannic majesty on 
his part, David Hartley, esquire, member of the Parliament of Great 
Britain.; and the said United States on their part, John Adams, es
quire, late a Commissioner of the United States of America at the 
court of Versailles, late delegate in Congress from the state of Mas
sachusetts, and Chief Justice of the said state, and Minister plenipo
tentiary of the said United States to their high mightinesses the 
States General of the United Netherlands ; Beqjamin Franklin, esq. 
late delegate in Congress from the state of Pennsylvania. President 
of the Convention of the said state, and Minister Plenipotentiary 
from the United States of America at the court of Versailles ; John 
Jay, esquire, late President of Congress, and Chief Justice of the 
state of New York, and Minister Plenipotentiary from the said Uni
ted States at the Mprt of Madrid, to be the Plenipotentiaries fur the 
concluding and signing the present definitive treaty ; who after hav
ing reciprocally communicated their respective full powers, have a- 
greed upon and confirmed the following articles.

ARTICLE I.

His Britannic majesty acknowledges the said United States, vie. 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island and Providence 
Plwtltioui, Connectkot, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania



BISTORT OF THE WAR 295

Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South-Carolina, 
and Georgia, to be free, sovereign, and independent states ; that he 
treats with them as silch; and for himself, his heirs and successors, 
relinquishes all claims to the government, propriety and territorial 
rights of the same, and every part thereof.

, ARTICLE II.

And that all disputes which might arise in future, on the subject of 
the boundaries of the said United States may be prevented, it is 
hereby agreed and declared, that the following are, and shall be 
their boundaries, viz. From the north west angle of Noya Scotia, 
viz. that angle which is formed by a line, drawn due north from 
the source of St. Croiz river to the Highlands ; along the said High
lands which divide those rivers, that empty themselves into the river 
St Lawrence, from those which fall into tjie Atlantic Ocean, to the 
northwestermost head of Connecticut river, thence down " along the 
middle of that river to the forty fifth degree of north latitude ; from 
thence, by a line due west on s lid latitude, until it strikes the river 
Iroquois or Cataraquy ; thence along the middle of said river into 
lake Ontario, through the middle of said lake until it strikes the 
communication by water between that lake and lake Erie ; thence 
along the middle of said communication into lake Erie, through the 
middle of said lake until it arrives at the water-communication be
tween that lake and lake Huron ; thence along the middle of said 
water-communication into the lake Huron ; thence through the mid
dle of said lake to the water communication between that lake and 
lake Superior f thence through lake Superior northward of the isles 
Royal and Philipeaux, to the Long Lake ; thence through the mid
dle of said Long Lake, and the water communication between it and 
the Lake of the Woods, to the said Ijake of the Woods ; thence 
through the said lake to the most northwestern point thereof, and 
from thence on a due west course to the river Mississippi-; thence by 
a line to be drawn along the middle of the said river Mississippi, 
until it shall intersect jthe northernmost part of the thirty-first de
gree of north latitude. South by a line to be drawn due east from 
the determination of the line last mentioned, in the latitude of thirty- 
one degrees north of the equator, to the middle of the river Apala
chicola or Catahouche ; thence along the middle thereof to its junc
tion with the Flint river ; thence straight to the bead of St Mary*» 
river ; and thence down along the middle of St. Mary’s river to the 
Atlantic ocean East by a line tobe drawn along the middle of the 
river St. Croix, from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy to its source, 
and from its source directly north to the aforesaid Highlands which 
divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic ocean, from these which 
fall into the river St. Lawrence : comprehending all islands within 
twenty leagues of any part of the shores of the United States, an*" 
lying between lines to be drawn due east from the points where the 
aforesaid boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one p.irt, and East- 
Florida on the other, shall respectively touch the Bay of Fundy 
and the Atlantic ocean ; excepting such islands as now are, or here
tofore have been within the limits of the said province of Nova 
Scotia.

, ARTICLE III.
It is agreed, that the people of the United States shall continue
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tu enjoy unmolested the right to take fish of every kind on the Grant 
Bank, and on all the other banks of Newfoundland , also in the gulph 
of .§t. Lawrence, and at all other places in the Sea, where the inbab- 
Hants of both countries used at any time heretofore to fish ; and also* 
thal the inhabitants of the.United States shall have liberty to take 
fish of every kind on sucb^iart of the coast of Newfoundland as Bri
tish fishermen shall use (but not to dry or cure the same on- that 
island) : and also on the coasts, bays and creeks of all other of hi*. 
Britannic mryesty’s dominions in America ; and that the American 
fishermen shall have liberty to dry and cure fish in any of the un
settled bays, harbors and creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen islands, 
and Labrador,,soTong as the same shall remain unsettled; hot so 
soon as the same, or either of them, shall be settled; it shall not be 
lawful for the said fishermen to dry or cure fish et such settlement, 
without a previous agreement for that purpose with the inhabitants,, 
proprietors or possessors of the ground.

ARTICLE IV.
It is agreed; that creditors on either side, shall meet with no law* 

fill impediment to the recovery of the full value in sterling money, 
of all bena fide debts heretofore contracted.

ABTICL1.V. .

It is agreed, that the congress shall earnestly recommend it to the 
legislatures of the respective states, to provide for the restitution of 
all estates, rights and properties, which have been confiscated, be
longing to real" British subjects, and also of the estates, rights and 
properties of persons resident in districts in the possession of his ma* 
jèsty’s aims, and who have not borne arms against the said dJnited 
States. And that persons of any other description shall have free 
liberty to go to any part or parts of any of the thirteen Unitgl States, 
and therein to remain twelve months, unmolested in their endeavors 
to obtain the restitution of such ot their estates,, rights and properties, 
as may have been confiscated.; nnd that congress shall also earnest
ly recommend, to the several states, a re considération and revision 
of all aett or laws regarding the premises, so as to render the said 
laws or acts perfectly consistent,, not only with justice and equity, 
but with that spirit of conciliation, which, on tie return of the blea- 
aings of peace, should universally prevail.' And that congress shall : 
also earnestly recommend" to the several states, that the estates, 
rights and- properties, of such last mentioned persons, shall be restor
ed to (hem, they refunding to any persons who may be now in pos.- 
Seesion, the bona fide price (where any has been given) which such 

>y hâve paid on purchasing, any of the said lands, rights 
H, since the confiscation And It is agreed, that all per* 
ave any interest in confiscated lands, either by dqbt, mar

riage settlements, or otherwise, shall meet with no lawful imped huent 
to the prosecution of their just right a. 9

ARTICLE rr.
That there shall he no future,confiscations made,.nor any pros* 

entions commenced against any person or persons for, or by reason of 
the part which he or they may have taken in the present war ; and 
that no person «hall, on that account, suffer any future lose or da-

f
A
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«age, either in his person, liberty or property ; and that those who 
may be in confinement on such charges, at the time of the ratification 
of the treaty in America; shall be tnanediately set at liberty, and the 
prosecutions so commenced be discontinued.

* ARTICLE Til.
There shall be a firm and perpetual peace between his Britannic 

majesty and the said States, and between the subjects of the one and 
the citizens of the other, wherefore all hostilities, both by sea and 
land, shall, from henceforih, cease : all prisoners on both sides shall 
he set at liberty, and his Britannic msqezty shall, with all conven
ient speed, and without causing any destruction, or carrying away 
any negroes, or other property of the American inhabitants, withdraw 
all his armies, garrisons and fleets from the said United States, and 
from every post, placefand harbor within the same leaving in all for
tifications the American artillery that may be therein ; and shallglso 
order and cause all archives, records, deeds and papers, belonging to- 
any of the said statea, or their citizens, which in the course of the 
war may have fallen into the hands of hie officers, to be forthwith 
restored and delivered to the proper states and persons to who* 
they belong., ■ * ■

ARTICLE VIII.
[.Iof the river Mississippi, from its source to the 

ocean, shall for ever remain free and open to the subjects of Great* 
Britain and the citizens of the United States.

article ix.. ■* .
In case it should so happen, that any place or territory belonging 

toGreat-Britain or to the United States, should have been conquered 
by the arms of either from the other, before the arrival of the said 
provisional articles in America, it- W agreed, that the same snail ho. 
restored without difficulty, and without requiring any compensation.

ARTICLE X.

The solemn ratification of the present treaty, expedited in good 
and due form, shall be exchanged between the contracting parties, in 
the space of six months, or sootier if possible, to be computed from 
the nay of the signature Of the present treaty. In witness whereof, 
we, the undersigned, their ministers plenipotentiary, have, in their 
name, and in virtue of our foil powers, signed with otir hands the 
present definitive treaty, and caused the seals of our arms to be affix
ed thereto.

Done at Paris, this third day of September, in the year of oar 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty three.

D. HARTLEY, 
8 JOHN AD VMS, 

B. FRANKLIN, 
JOHN JAY.

(l. s.)
(l. I.)
(l. i.)
(L, S.)

list ofHat ing given in page 34 and 35, the 
the American navy, as it stood, at the com
mencement of the war, it may be considered in
teresting to know how the Lilliputian navy

A
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withstood an enemy which was to have « blow 
it out of the water.” The following is the navaj, 
list of shipping, in June, 1815. Those vesseK, 
whose names, are marked (•) are sueh as remain 
of the naval force before the war. -Those marked 
($) are building. Those marked in Italic are 
such as were captured from the British, during 
the war. The rest have been built or purchas
ed during the war. Those that are blank have 
no armament at present.

A amts of Vault. Commandai. Sta'itm, t(c.

74

Ship Independence 
Washington 
Franklin} 
Kew-Orken#i 
Chippewa} 
Ouemere 

/V Java
United States*
Constitution*
Plaltsburg}
Superior
Constellation*
COll&l col*
Macedonian
Mohawk
Cot\fianct
Cyan#
Saratoga
John Adams*
General Pike
Madison
Alert
Hornet*
Wasp
Pearock
Ontario
Erie
Louisiana*

Brig Jefferson \ 
Jones 
Eftrm.tr 
Niagara 
Lawrence 

1 Detroit 
Eagre 
Svigli , 
Chippeyc

Com. Bainbradge 
Chauncey 
Smith

Com. S. Decatur 
O. H. Perry 

‘J. Shaw 
C. Stewart

C. Gordon 
Ç. Morris 
J. Jones

S. Angus 
W. W. Crane 
E. Trenehard 
S. M. Cooper 
J. Bidjle 
J. Blakeley
L. Wmringtoo 
J. D. Elliot 
C. G. Ridgely
C. Ç. B. Thompson

M. T. Woolsey 
J. Downs

Boston
Portsmouth, N. H. 
Philadelphia 
Sacket’s Harbor 
Do. do.
At 86ft *
Baltimore 
Boston 
At Boston 
Sacket’s Harbor 
Do. - do. 
AUea 
At Boston

Sacket’s Harbor 
White Hall.N. Y.
N. Voik
White Hall, N. Y. 
New-York 
Sacket’s Harbor 
Do. do. 
Washington, D. Ç. 
Cruising

Do
P*. .

At sea 
New-York 
New-Orleans 
Sacket’s Harbor 
Do. do.
At sea 
Erie, Peon.
Do. do.
Do. do.
White Hill, N. Y. 
Sacket’s Harbor
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Rale. Vault. Commanders. Station, Ifc.

16 Queen CAorfottc
-----

Erie, Penn. «
18 Saranac #■ 'll

N 16 
16

Linnet
Boxer

• wyte Hall, N. Y. * '"'sH

16
H

Troup
Oneida T. Brown

Savannah*. *
Sacket’s Harbor

It Enterprise* L. Kearney Boston
n Flambeau J. B. Nicholson At sea ?&Ê\
12 Spark

MreFly
Prometheus

T. Gamble Do.
12
9

G W. Rodgers
J. J. Nicholson

Do-
Arrived at Norfolk

» f*. *

Etna (bomb) L. Alexis New-Orleans
2
5

Caledonia
Ghent

% Erie, Peon. m
Do. do. W
Do. do.

k " |
Hunter "1

14 Schr. Nonsuch R. Haddaway Charleston, 8. C. 
Wfote Hall, N.Y

# i
17 Ticonderoga
11 Spitfire A. J. Dallas At sea
10 Torch W. Chauncey Do.
10 IMS Prévint Erie, Penn. ,v

Tom Bowline At sea
9 Alligator > New-York r.

. ’ 7 "Roanoke B. D. Cook ley Wilmington, 17. C.
. 5 Hornet F. Forrest Washington, D. C. 3 O j

5 Lynx ,
Firebrand

T. Dukehart Do. do.
7 *' 'S'X

*
New-Orleans j

7 Surprise Do. »
3 Despatch A j _ Norfolk

Baltimore 
Newcastle, Del.

jyy -
3
4

Asp W. Atkinson V ;J

3 Porcupine Erie, Peon. i :
2 G or. Tompkins * % * Sacket’s Harbor *
2 Conquest Do. do. *31 Ranger ,* Baltimore • ” 1
1
1

Lady of the Lake 
Amelia

. V »'* [4 Sacket’s Harbor
Erie, Peon.

Ontario Sacket’y Harbor
Fair Americas Do. do
Pert Do. . ~ do.
Asp Do. do.
Raven" Do. > do. • N11 Sloop Chub j * White Hall, N. Y.

11 Finch bS* Do. do.
7 Preble * Do. do.

Do. do.
Off Reedy Lland

6
i
*

Montgomery
Buffalo
Camel * r-•*

-.'■'"vTj

' 3
Tickler * New Orleans vj
President White Hall, N. Y.

Ketch Spitfire Norfolk
Vestivies* Ncw-jrork

w * J

. ..

i v igr* ftfe w '4. V
,.4^- ,Æ silf WiTSyjf' ru

A., r
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Î BaMard

free No. 1 to
and now at

te old gun boats

ratio,

Rslt. Names qf Vessels. Commanders.

Vengeance 
Galley Allen

f Burrows 
Borer 

* Nettle 
Viper 
Centipede 
Ludlow 
Wilmer

15, inclusive, on ■ 
SackeVs Harbor1 
have been chie

d, mounting each

in political
imberof Ame- 

Fôuld be sufficient
Wn* t

Mt would be a curious 
arithmetic, to determine, 
rican ships and their rates, 
to destroy the British navy, taking the naval 
events of the late war as • scale by which to 
calculate ; and how long it would take to pro • 
vide the necessary number of vessels, taking 
the increase of the navy, during the war, as a

I v V ■ V ■**,,
LIST OF AMERICAN PRIZES,

With the name of the Privateers, &c. and the num
ber captured by each vessel, during the War.

(From Nile*'8 Register.)
U. S. ship Adams
Boat Alert, of Burlington, Lake Champlain 
Alexander of Salem 
Alfred of Salem 

. Amelia of Baltimore 
America of Salem 
Anaconda of N. York 
U. 8. brig Argus it 
Argo of BaNmortf >
Atlas* of Philadelphia 
Avon of Boston ,
Baltimore of Baltimore 
Bellona of Philadelphia 
Black Joke 
Boats from Buffaloe 
Brutus of Boston 
Buckskin of Salem 
Benkerhill of N. York

i
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; of Salem 
! of Baltimore 

of 1 
aplaio F

i Stewart of Boston 
ar of Baltimore 

Ghauneey’i squadron on Lake Ontario 
U. S. frigate Chesapeake 
Comet
IJ. S. frigate Congress 
U. S. frigate Constitution 
Dart
Dash of Portland 
David Porter of N. York 
David Porter of Boston 
Decatur of New bury port 
Decatur of Charleston 
Delisle of Baltimore 
Diamond of Baltimore- - .. ,v, 
Diamede of Salem 
Divided*we fall 
Dolphin of Salem 
Droiuo of Boston 
Eagle
Elisa 4
U. S. brig Enterprise- 
U. S frigate Essex 
Essex Junior 
Expedition of Baltimore 
Fair Trader of Salem 
Fairy of Baltimore 
Fame of Salem 
Fame of Themastow»
Flirt of N. York 
fiy
Pn'x of Salem 
Fox of Baltimore 
Fox of Portsmouth 
Frmklin of N. York 
U. S sloop of war Frolic 
Frqli - of Salem 
Futi hi ipded Yankee 
(Talloway of N. York 
General Armstrong of N. York 
General ^Stark of Salem 
General Putnirn,of Salem 
Globe of Baltimore 
Gbssimer ‘
Governor Tompkins of N York 
Governor M'Kean of Phil idclpliia 
Governor Plumer of Pm tsmoutli 
Ghimpus of Baltimore 
G rank i urk of Salem

a a

' it. S' JP
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Oun-Doits 
Harpy of Baltimore 
Harrison of Baltimore 
Hawk of Washington, N.C.
H award
Henry Guilder of N. York - 
Herald of N. York 

\ „ Hero of N. York 
Hero of New hern 
Hero of Stonington 
High Flyer of Baltimore 
Holkarof N. York *

'-it Holkar 
Hope
U. S. sloop of war Hornet.
Hunter
Ida of Baltimore 
Industry of Lynn
Industry of Marblehead* ..new* 
Industry of Salem
lea of Boston ’
Invincible of N York 
Invincible of Salem 
Jack’s Favorite 
Jacob Jones of Boston •
James Muaroe 
Jefferson 
Joel Barlow 
Jonquil of N. York 
John of Salem 
John and George 
Kemp of Baltimore 
On Lake Superior 
On Lake Hifron »
On Lake Ctiamplain 
Lark *
Lawrence of Baltimore 
Leach of Salem 
Leader
Leaoder of Providence 
Leo of Baltimore 
Liberty of. Baltimore 
Little George of Boston 
Lovely Cordelia" of Charleston 
Lovely Lass 
Lvon of Marblehead 
Macedonian of Baltimore 
Macedonian of Portsmouth 
Madison ef .Salera 
Maringo of-N. York 
Mammoth of Baltimore 
M'HoDough of Khode-Iiland :
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Mart 6f Norfolk 
Mars of N. York 
Mars of N-. London

iharlestottfr MarvAl
• Matilda

MtHna nMidas of Baltimore 
On Mobil* Say 
Morgiana *f . York * ft- 
Montgomery of galena . 
Nancy»
Ned of Baltimorer' „ 
Nonpareil
Nonsuch of Baltimore 
U. 8. schooner Nonsuch -i 
Orders in Council 
Orlando-of Gloucester 

• Patriot of New York 
Patf-Jones of New-Y<
Iterry of Baltin*».
Perry's squadron •
United States’ sloop o 
Pataiwco of Baltimore

r.CT
■m su

6

Polly of Salem 
Portsmouth of Portsmouth 
Poor Sailor 
Rambler of Bristol 
Rambler of Boston 
Hanger of Boston 
Rapid of Boston 
Rapid of Charleston 
Uqitfld Slates’ brie Rattlesnake 

, Rattlesnake of Philadelphia 
Regulator
Reindeer of Boston- 
Resolution of Boston 
Retaliation 
Revenge of Baltimore 
Roger of Norfolk 
Roger of Baltimore 
Rolla i
Commodore Rodgers’s squadron 
Rosamond ^ „
Rosiy of Baltimore 
Rover of J?L York 
Row hoatlprivateer 
Sabine of Baltimore 
At Saydy Creek by riflemen * 
Sarah Anne of Baltimore 
Saratoga of N. York .
Scourge of N. York
Saucy Jack of Charleston



of m York

Thomas
Thorp of 5fat 
Thresher

• i<K-j Timothy Pick 
Tom of Baltii

ilehead

t of New Orlear* 
i of Massachusetts 
laltimore 
» United States

'woBrotl

Inited We Stand
’a prize ship)

Viper of N. York 
Viper of Salem 
Warrior of N York 
17; S. ship of war Warfp- 
Wasp of Baltimore 
Wasp of Philadelphia 
Wasp of Salem

... a

& S-i

Si- y ■ 
je ■ " V"...... »
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Shark of N. York- 
Sue qua-nun of Boston- 
St-orpion of Saletp 
fiiro of Baltimore 
Snap Dragon of Newbem 
Snowbird
Sparrow of Baltimore*
Spark of N. York

.Surprise of Baltimore , __„
Boat Surprise and Boat Swiftsui#^ 
Spencer of Philadelphia 
United States* hrig Syren 
Syren of Baltimore 
On the 8t. Lawrence

Washington of Portsmouth 
Waterwitch of Bristol 
Whig of Baltimore
W ilev Reynard of Boston 
Whale boat 
Yankee of Bristol 
Yankee (smack)
Yoiktoven of N. York
York of Baltimore
Young Bagle-of N York
Y'oung Teaaer of N. York
Young Wa»pd||Phila(lel|ihia
Snivli'v vcsajjl^Hknii's not ascertained
Omitted inthe Argus </ Boston

Total, 1551.

THE END,
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