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The Mortbwest Lancet.

Gleans from the jowrnals of the World all that s
new in Medicine, Swrgery and Pharmacy, placing
monthly hefore ita readers in a condensed form
Medical, Surgical, Obstetrical and Phurmical
adrances in both hemsspheres.

Wixxmsc, Avucust, 1889.

CANADA MEDICAL ASSOCIATION,.

The first meeting of the Canada Medi-
cal Association for 1889 was held in the
Moulton Park Pavilion, Banff Parlk, on
the 12th. The party arrived the pre-
vious evening, and nvmbered about 130.
They were immediately driven to- the
Canadian Pacific Railway Hotel, where
supper awaited them. At 10.30 on the
following day the meeting was called to
order by Dr. Ross, the retiring President,
who gave place to Dr. Wright, the Presi-
dent elect.  After an address of welcome
was delivered by Dr. Brett, the resident
physician to the Sanitarium, the Presi-
dent delivered his address. He eulogized
the late Dr. Howard and expatiated on
the unrivalled attructions of Banff He
next reviewed the growth of medical
institutions in Manitobsa and British
Columbia. The meeting adjourned at 1,
and was opened again at 8.30, and was
occupied for the most part in discussions
regarding amendments and alterations in
the by-laws of the Association. The
visitors expressed themselves as delighted
with their trip, and as very greatly im-
pressed with the grandeur and beauty of
the mountain scenery, and predicted a
great future for this magnificent people’s
Park. Dr. Brett was elected vice-presi-
dent of the Society for the Northwest.
As no stenographeraccompanied theparty,
we are unable to give a verbatim report
of the papers read, more particularly as
the profession in Manitoba was not repre-
sented at the meeting. As faras we can
gather, just one medical man from Win-
nipegattended. The meeting was regard-
ed more as an outing for our medical con-
freres in the East; to_enable them to
become acquainted with our glorious Prai-
rie Province and the far-famed grandeur

of the Rocky Mountain scenery; with

. the curative agencies of the Banft mineral

springs—combining a modicum of work -
with an ocean of pleasure.

—_——————

NOTE ON THE EFFECTS PRO-
DUCED ON MAN BY THE SUB-
CUTANEOUS INJECTIONS OF
A LIQUID OBTAINED FROM
THE TESTICLES OF ANIMALS.

BY DR. BROWN-SEQUARD, F.R.S., ETC.

On the ist of June last I made at the
Societe de Biologie of Paris a communica-
tion on the above subject, which was
published in the Comptes Rendus of that
Society on June 21st (No. 24). I will
give here a summary of the facts and
views contained in that paper and in two
subsequent ones, adding to them some
new points.

There is no need of describing at length
the great effects produced on the organiza-
tion of man by castration, when it is
made before the adult age. It is par-
ticularly well -known trat eunuchs-are
characterized by their general debility
and thoir Juck of inteliectual and physical
activity. . There is no medical man who
does not know also how much the mind
and body of men (especially before the
spermatic glands have acquired their full
power, or when that power is declining
in consequence of advanced age) are af-
fected by sexual abuse or by masturbation.
Besides, it is well known that seminal
losses, arising from any cause, produce a
mental and pliysical debility which is in
proportion to their frequency. These
facts and many others have led to the
generally admitted view that in the
seminal fluid, as secreted by the testicles,
a. substance or several substances exist-
which, entering the blood by resorption,
have a most essential use in giving
strength to the nervous system and to
other parts. But if what may be called
spermatic anwemia leads to that conclusion,
the opposite state, which can be named
spermatic plethora, gives as strong a
testimony in favor of that conclusion. Tt

is known: that well organized men;. es-
_pecially from twenty to thirty-five: years
‘of ‘age, who remain- absolutely free from
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sexual intercourse or any other causes of
expenditure of seminal fluid, are in a
state of excitement, giving them a great,
although abnormal, physical and mental
activity. These two series of facts con-
tribute to show what great dynamogenic
power is possessed by some substance or
substances which our blood owes to the
testicles.

For e great many years IThave believed
that the weakness of old men depended
on two causes—a natural series of organic
changes and the gradually diminishing
action of the spermatic glands. In
18369, in a course of lectures at the
Paris Faculty of Medicine, discassing the
iafluence possessed by several glands upon
the nervous centres, I put Forward the
idea that if it were possible without dan-
ger to inject semen into the blood of old
men, we should probably obtain manifes-
tations of increased activity as regards
the mental and the various physical
powers. Led by this view, I wade various
experiments on animals at Nahant, near
Boston, (United States), in 1875, In
some of those experiments, made on a
dozen male dogs, I tried vainly, except in
one case, to engraft certain parts or the
whole body of young guinea-pizgs. The
success obtained in the exceptional case
served to give me great hopes that by a
less difficult process I should some day
reach wy aim. This I'have now done. At
the end of last year I made on two old maie
rabbits experiments which were repeated
since on several otheérs, with results jeav-
ing no doubt as regards both the innocuity!
of the process used and the sood effeats pro-
ducedinallthoseanimals. Thishaving been
ascertained, I resolved to 'make experi-
ments on myself which I thought would
be far more decisive on man than on
animals. The event has proved the cor-
-rectness of that idea.
+-Leaving aside and for futuve researches
the questions relating to the substance or
substances which, beirg formed by the
-testicles; give power to-the nervous centrés
‘and other purts, I have made use, in.sub-
cutaneons injections, of a'liquid coutain-

.. This innocnlty ml.lso provcd on ni.dvexy old do%h by

1invonded to emplo ou Iso apparent harm ro-
mlt;d from- eu wmysel(. o by- ey asulste
snt, Iir. D'Arsoaval

ingz a small quantity of water mixed with
the three followiug parts: first, blood of
the testicular veins;® secoudly, semen;
and thirdly, juice extracted from a testicle,
crushed imwmediately afrer it has been
taken from a dog or a guinea-pig. Wish-
ing in all the injections mede on myself
to obtain the maximum of effects, 1 have
employed as littie wateras I could To
the three kinds of substances I have just
named, I added distilled water in 2 quan-
tity which never exceeded three or four
times their volume. The crushing was

. always done after the addition of water.

When filtered through a paper filter, the
liquid was of a reddish hue and rather
opajue, while it was almost perfectly clear
and trapsparent when Pasteur’s filter was .
employed. For each injection I have used
nearly one cubic centimrtre of the filtered
liquid. The animals employed were a
stroug and, according to all appearauces,
perfectly healthy dog (from two to three
years old), and 2 number of very young or
adult guinea-pigs. The experiments, so
far, do not allow of a positive conclusion
as re"'ards the relative power of the liquid
obtained from a dog and that drawn from
guinea-pigs. All I can assert is that the
two kinds of animals have given a liquid
endowed withveryg eatpower Ihavehith-
erto made ten subcutaneous injections of
such a liquid—two in my left arm, all the
others in my lower limbs—from May 15th
t» June 4th last. The first five injections
were made on three succeeding days with
a liquid obtained from a dog. In all the
subsequent injectious. made on May 24th,
29th and 30th, and Jure 4th, the liquid
used came from guinea-pigs. When I
employed liquids having passed through
Pasteur’s £lter, the pains and other bad
effects were somewhs? ess than when 2
paper filter was used.

Coming now to_the favorable effects of
these injections, I beg to be excused for
speaking so much as T shall do of wy own
person. - I:hope it will easily be under-
stood that, if my demonstration has any

2. For reasons I have given in many lectures in 1869
and since, 1 consider the spermatic as also the principal
glunds (kidneys, liver, etc.,) as endowed, betides their
STy o, i i vt 0 cmpuiton
Gt Lou by thavvibw, T have alcoudy baade torae et
with the blood returning from the testicles. But what

I have seon 18 not suiiciently declul -tabo i
hers E
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value—I;will even say any significance—
it is owing to the details concerning the
state of my health, strength, and habits
previously to my experiments, and to the
effects they have produced.

{ am seventy-two years old. My gen-
eral strength, which has been considerable,
has notably and gradually diminished
durinz the last ten or twelve years. Be-
fore May 15th last, I was so weak that I
was always compelled to sit down after
half an hours work in the laboratory.
Even when I remained seated all the time,
or almost ail the time, in the laboratory,
I used to come out of it quite exhausted
after three or four hours’ experimental
labor, and sometimes after orly two hours.
For many years, on returning home in a
carriage by six o’clock after several hours
passed in the laboratory, T was so ex-
tremely tired that I invariably had to go
to bed after having hastily taken a very
small amount of food. Very frequently
the exhaustion was so great that, al-
though extremely sleepy, X could not for
heurs go to sleep, and I -oaly slept very
little, waking up exceedingly tired.!

The day after the first subeutaneous io-
jection, and still more after the two suz-
ceeding ones, a radical change took place
in me, and I had ample reason to say and
to write thatI had regained at least all
the strength I possessed a good many
years ago. Considerable laboratory work
hardly tired me. To the great astonish-
ment of my two principal assistants, Drs.
D’Arsonval and_Henocque, and other per-
sons, I was able to make experiments for
several hours while standing up, feeling
no need whatever to sit down. = Still
more : one day (the 23rd of May), after
three hours and a quarter of hard experi-
mental labor in the standing attitude, I
went home so little tired that after dinner
I was able to go to work . and to write
for an hour and a half a part of a paper
on a difficalt subject.” For more than
twenty years I had never been able to do
as much® From ‘a natural impetuosity,

-1 1ouritto say that, notwithstanding: that dark pic-
_m x;ag eral health is and has gg;; almost alwx:ys
ing u‘:orycism'a.nd muscular rhe e
n.n:; iry .tdunhd:b lir;?\!\r hﬂ;at, owiag to certain circamstances

ertnin ve; for thirty or. fo ears gone.

::bel‘,“?q.mxy nnd:.:l‘onemywﬂtﬁ i orm

15 Deginning g ¥ betw

en threo and foar o'clock.

that I’ had very little to complain of, ‘except-’

g work inthe morn-.  year, previously to the first injection,

37 kl!ogmmmcs.‘ Since the injwﬁqn it has been 44

and also to avoid losing time, I had, till
I was sixty years old, the halit of ascend:-
ing and descendiny stairs so rapidly that
my movements were rather those of run-
ning than of walking. This had gradual-
ly changed, and I had come to move slowly
up -and down stairs, having to hold the’
banister in difficalt staircases. After the
second injection I found that I had fully
rezained my old powers, and returned to
1oy previous habitsin that respect.

My limbs, tested with a dynamometer,
for a week before my trial and during vhe
mouth fol'owing the first injection, showed
a decided gain of strength. The average-
namber of kilogrammes moved by the
flexors of the right forearm, before the
first injection was about 341 (from 32 to
37), and after that injection 41 (from 39
to 44), the gain being from 6 t{o 7 kilo-
sgrammes. In that respect the forearm
flexors re-acquired, in a g.eat measure, the
strength they had when I was livingin
London (more than twenty-six years ago). .
The average nuniber of kilogrammes -
moved by those muscles in Loadon in
1863° was 43 (40 to 46 kilogrammes).”

I have measured comparatively, before
and after the first 'injection, the jet of

- urine in similar circumstances—i.e., after

a mea! in which I had taken food and
driok of the same kind in similar quan-
tity. The average length of the jet dur-
ing the ten days that preceded the first
injection was inferior by at least one
quarter of what it came to be during the
twenty followivg days. It is therefore
quite e*ident that the power of the spinal
cord over the bladder was considerably
increased.

One of the most troublesome wmiseries
of advanced life consists in the diminu-
tion of the power of defecation.” To avoid
repeating  the detuils I have elsewhere
given in that respect, I will. simply say
that after the fisst days of my experi-
ments I have had a greater improvement
For a great many years I had lost all. poweir of doing :i.ny,
serious mensal worx after dinner, - Since my first subcu-
taneous injectious I have very frequently been able to.do
sach work tpr two, three, and one av_cuingtqr n__esrly four
bosn ,?.hxwe & record of the strength’ of my - forearm,. be-

fun in March, 1860, when I first established mysclf .in
ondon.~ ¥From that time 101862 ‘I oovasionally moved

a8 much-as 50 kilogrammes. . During:the lsst three

years the naximum moved was'38 kilogrammes. ' This
the maximum waz
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with regard to the expulsion of fecal wat-
ters thap in any other function. In fact
a radical change took place, and even on
days of great comstipation the power I
long ago possessed had returned.

‘With regard to the facility of intellec-

tuaul labor, which had diminished within
the last few years, a return to my pre-
vious ordinary condition became quite
manifest during and after the first two or
three days of my experiments.

It is evident from these facts and from
some others that all the functions depend-
ing on the power of action of the nervous
centres, and especially of the spinal cord,
were notably and rapidly improved by the
injections I have used. The last of these
injections were made on Juone 4th, about
five weeks and 2 half ago! I ceased mak-
ing use of them for the purpase cf ascer-
taining how long their good effects would
last. _For four weeks no marked change
occurred, but gradually, although rapidly,
from the 3rd of this month (July), 1 have
‘witnessed almost a compglete returr of the
same state of weaknass’ which existed be-
fore the first injection. This loss of
strength is an excellent counter-proof as
regards the demonstration of the influence
exerted on me by the subcutaneous injec-
tions of the spermatic-fuid.

My first communication to the Paris
Biological Society was made 'with the wich
that other medical men advanced in life
would make -on themselves experiments
similar to mine, so as to ascertain, as I
then stated, if the effects I had observed
depended or not on any special idiosyn-
crasy or on a -kind of autosuggestion

-without bypnotisation, due to the con-
viction ‘which I had before experimenting
that I should surely obtain a great part
at least of these effects. This last sup-
position found some ground in many of
the facts contained in the valuable and
learned work of Dr. Hack Tuke.on the
“Influence of the Mind ‘over the Body.”
Ready as I was to make on my own per-
son-experiments which, if they were not
‘dangerous, were at least exceedingly pain-
ful, I' refused absolutely to yield to the
‘wishes of inany-people anxious: to:obtain
‘the. effects - T. had - observed on “myself.

But, “ without “asking * my advice, Dr.

Yariot, a physician -who believed -that

the subcutaneous injections of consider-
ably diluted spermatic fluid! could do no
bharm, has made a trial of that method on
three old men—one fifty-four, another
fifty-six, and the third sixty-eight years
old* On each of them the effects have
been found to be very nearly the same as
those I have obtained on myself. Dr.
Variot made use of the testicles of rab-
bits and guinea-pigs.

These facts clearly show that 1t was
not to a peculiar idiosyncrasy of mine
that the etfects I have pointed out were
due. As regards the explanation of
those effects by an auto-suggestion, it is
hardly possible to aceept it in the case of
the patients treated by Dr. Variot. They
had no iden of what was being done;
they knew nothing of my experiments,
and were only told that they were re-
ceiving fortifying injections. To find out
if this qualification had anything to do
with the effects produced, Dr. Variot,
since the publicwtion of his paper, has
employea similar words of encouragement,
whilst making subcutaneous injections of
pure water on two other patients, whko
obtained thereby no strengthening effect
whatever.?

I believe that, after the results of Dr.
Variot’s trials, it is hardly possible to
explain the effects I have observed on
myself otherwise than by admitting that
the liquid injected possesses the power of
increasing the strength of many parts of
the human orgamsm. I need hardly say
that those effects cannot have been due
to structural’ changes, and that they re-
sulted only from nutritive modifications,
perhaps in a very great measure from
purely dynamical influences exerted by
some of the 'principles contained in the
injected fluid.

I have at present no fact to mention

1 In my third commuaication at the . Biological
Society, I said that both the intense pain each injection
has caused me and the inflammation it has produced
would be notably diminished if the liquid emplcyed were
wmore Ciluted. The three cases of Dr, Variot have proved
the exactitude of ray stat He made use of & much
larger amount of water, and his patients had to suffer no
very great pain and no mmation
+ -2 The_paper of Dr. Variot and my remarks n it
hare a in the * Comptes Rendus de 1o Societe de
Biolointe,” No. 26, 5 Juillct, 1889, pp. 451 and 454,

8 Since writingthe above I bhave received a letter trom
Dr. Variot announcing that, after injecting the liquid-
drawn from the testicles iato these two individuala, he

btained the same gthening effecta 1 have my.
self experienced. :
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which might serve to solve the question
whether it would be possible or not to
change structurally muscles, nerves, and
the nervous centres by making during a
good many months frequent injections of
the fluid T have used. As I stated at
the Paris Biological Society, I have al-
ways feared, and I still fear, that the
special nutritive actions which bring on
certnin changes in man and animals,
from the primitive embryonal state till
death by old age, are absolutely fatal and
irreversible. But in the same way that
we see muscles which have from disease
undergone considerable structural alteru-
tions regain sometimes their normal or-
ganisation, we may, 1 believe, see also
some structural changes not essentiaily
allied with old age, although accompany-
ing it, disappear to such a degree as to
allow tissues to recover the power they
possessed at a much less advanced age.
Whatever may be thought of these
speculations, the results I have obtained
by experiments on myself and those
which have been observed by Dr. Variot
on three old men show that this import-
ant subject should be further investigated
experimentally.—London Lancet.

| ——— ey —

A NEW METHOD OF EXCISING
THE WRIST-JOINT.

BY EDWARD THOMPSON, F.R.CS.L,

Surgeon to the Tyrone County Infirmary.

Excision of the wristjoint, even in
these days of autiseptic surgery, is an
operation not much in favor with most
surgeons. It is comparatively seldom
practised, probably because, as a rule,
the amount of disease which would jus-
tify such a very serious proceeding is too
extensive to render - success . probable,
while in slighter cases efforts are made to
remove»limiced diseased portions of bone,
& proceeding which I have often seen
attended with very unsatisfactory results.
The operatiou as perfected by Sir Joseph
Lister is, notwithstanding all that can be
said in its favor, clumsy and. difficult of

. performazce, and-includes removal of ‘the -

whole carpus, resection of the ends of
the metacarpal boncs, as well as of the
ulna and radius. The following case,
wh.ch has been under treatment in the
Tyrone Infirmary, illustrates the change
which I propose in the method of per-
forming this operation.

Mrs. I, o strong, healthy, middle-nged
woman, living near Dungannon, in the
couaty Tyrone, was admitted into the
Tyrone County Hospital, about two years
ago, suffering from caries of some of the
carpal bodies of the left hand. The dis-
eased and loosened portions of Lone were
removed by careful gouging, and although
there was some improvewent, the woman
went home very little better than when I
first saw her. About five months ago she
returned to the Infirmary in a very much
worse state of health. She had lost
greatly in flesh and strength ; the lower’
part of the forearm and hand were swelled -
and much inflamed. The slightest mo-
tion, even of the fingers, cansed intense
pain. There were numerous sinuses both
on the back aad froat of the hand and
forear:, all of which communicated: read-
ily with carious bone. There was also’
a constwat discharge of thin unhealthy
pus. The patient was most anxious to
have her forearm amputated, a8 her suf-
ferings were intense. I determined, how-
ever, to try and save the band by remov-
ing the diseased bone by & method quite
different from the proceeding generally
adopted in excision of the wrist. On
the back of the hand, and within about
half an inch of its ulnar border there was
a large shallow ulcer about the siZe of
half-acrown. I selected the outer edge
of this sore as the site of the incision,
which ran between the tendons of the
extensor communis and minimi digiti,
and was .bout four inches in 'length.
The edges of the wound were kept apart
by retractors, the joint freely opened’
into, and a full and accurate view ob-
tained of-its imner aspect. The discase
seemed to be confined. to the first carpal
row. of bones, and to the lower extremity
of both the radivs aed alpal o

A gouge was first introduced. into_the:
joiut, and the semilunar bone znuged com~
pletely away ;. then each of 'the. neighbor-
ing bones was- firmly canght by & strong:
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forceps, slowly twisted from its connec-
tions and removed. The diseased ends of
the radius and ulna were removed by
gouging. Subsequently, as there was no
difficulty in shoving the extremity of the
radius and ulna through the wound, I
thought it better to saw both bones
straight across immediately above the seat
of disease. In order to allow free drain-
age, a small incision was made on each
side of the joint as close as possible to
the level of the floor of the joint, and a
drainage-tube inserted. The wuund was
stuffed firmly wicth iodoform gavze, and
dressed antiseptically. A straight splint
was placed under the forearm and hand,
the palm being supported and raised on a
roller Landage instead of a piece of cork
as ususlly recommended. The case made
an uninterrupted and speedy recovery, and
the patient has now a good useful hand
instead of an unsatisfactory mechanical
contrivance. .

_This case seems to me of some impor-
tance, because it well -illustrates the suc-
cess of a plan of treatment which I
believe has not been hitherto recommend-
ed. The method employed differs widely
from the usual operation of cxcising the
wrist-joint. 1% is easy of peiformance,
free from danger, does not tear or icjure
any of the tendons, vessels, nerves, or
deeper structures. It is quite bloodless,
and dces not require removal of any por-
tion of bone which is sound and healthy.

The opeaing on each side of the joint T

consider essential, as free exit is thus
given to any discharge that might pos-
sibly collect in the cavity left after re-
moval of the diseased bones. Acrthrec-
tomy of joints, with removal of diseased
masses of bone by gouging and the chisel,
has & Jarge field before it. Quite recently
in the Tyrone Infirmary I opened freely
into"the koveejoint, ‘and gouged’ away
nearly the whole of the head of the tibis,
" draining * the joint ' freely by two large

* drainage-tubes inserted 'above and below,

‘and crossing in the joint.  The case was a
most unfavorible one in every respect,
yet recovery was cowplete, the boy being

out of ‘bed in a few weeks, his limb being.
well supported in a- plaster-of-paris “case, .

‘which wes'pat-onimmediately after the

‘opg'ration. .

ON THIOCAMF—A NEW DIS
INFECTANT MATERIAL

BY J. EMERSON REYNOLDS, M.D., F.R.S.

Read before the Royal Dublin Secicty, May 22nd, 1889

Every practical physician is asked from
time to time “How can [ most easily dis-
infect that room 37 after infectious illness
or death has occurred in a household :
and the answer is by no means simple.
The difficulty is to recommend anythirg
sufficiently easy of application in which
confidence can be placed.

Since writing the chapter on “Dis-
infection and Contagion,” in the “Manual
of Public Health,” I have sought some
simplier means than is there recommended
for disinfection of rooms, so that any
intelligent person could attain the end in
view without risk of fire, without the use
of corrosive materials, or of large quan-
tities of any agents, and without involving
the presence of the operator in the room,
or the employment of special apparatus.

This search has been successful, and I
have now the pleasure of bringing under
notice the singular liquid which fulfils the
conditions I have just specified, and to
which the name of Thiocamf has been
given.

The basis of this novel disinfectant is a
very curious liquid which results when
sulphur dioxide gas is brought in contact
with camphor. At ordinary temperatures
the gas alone requires a pressure of more
than two atmospheres to liquely it ; but
ceniphor, owing to chemical attraction,
can liquefy the sulphur dioxide gas with-
out any pressure whatever. In this
liquid are dissolved ' several known
bactericides, therefore Thiocamf is all
disinfectant;' but 1. am not free to enter
into farther particulars, as the patent
specification’ has' not. yet been published.
A quantity of the liquid has been
preserved in my laboratory for nearly two.
years in a corked bottle, and has not
undergone sensible alteration during that
time. . o
- Thiocamf  possesses - almost _unigue

- properties; for, while it it can be preserved
.without pressure . in bottles - at ‘mean’
temperatare, mere exposure of .the liguid
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in a thin layer to the air determines the
steady evolution of relatively enormous
volumes of sulphur dioxide gas ifrom it,
charged with the vapours of other power-
ful disinfectants. These gases and
vapours diffuse through the whole of the
air of a well-closed room, and therefore
must reach everything in the room if
given reasonable time.

The question then arises whether the
sulphur  dioxide ges can destroy the
bacteria—particularly the infective forms
—when it reaches them. The evidence
on this point has hitherto been of a rather
loose kind, though the results led to the
conclusion tbat sulphur dioxide gasisa
powerful bactericide. Happily the truth
of this conclusion has now been placed
beyond doubt by a critical investigation
of the subject, aided by modern methods
of bacteriological study. This examina-
tion has been carried out in Paris by
MM. PDaubief and Brubl, under the
direction of Dr. Dujardin-Baumetz, aud
the results have been recently com-
municated to the Academy of Sciences.
(Comptes Rendus, cviii., 324).

Starting withair rich in germs of various
kinds, and combining Miquel's method of
numbering the bacteria with alkaline
culture, Dubief and Bruhl found that the
germs were always reduced in number
after the action of diluted sulphur dioxide
gas; therefore the latter destroyed the
vitality of bacteria. It was. further
found that the numberdestroyed increased
with the duration of the action of the
gas, and that this destructive action was
accelerated when the huridity of the air
was increased.

In all the experiments with the rather
dilute sulphur dioxide gas used the lutter
proved particularly fatal to micrococci and
allised bacteria, whether diffused through
the air of a chamber or attached ts its
walls. As tkese are  organisms 'of the

class which true disinfectants seek to -

destroy, this testimoay to the value of
sulphur dioxide is ‘of exceptional im-
~portance.

Lastly, thosz investigations have shown
_that -sulphar: dioxide gas is ‘a ‘true
bactericide even.in'a dry state, though
longer time is then required " for the- pro-
duction of its full effect. '

The bearing of these resnlts on the
value of Thiocamf is obvious, for if simple
sulphur dioxide =as be the powerful
bactericide MM. Dubief and Bruhl have
proved, the mixture of sulphur dioxide
with vapours of other disinfectants of
acknowledged value should be a reliable
cowbination.  Moreover, there is no
material that I know of, save Thiocamf,
which can give off so large a relative
volume of sulphur dioxide gas (tke con-
tents of a small six ounce bottle can
afford over 20,000 c.c.) without any special
treatment, save exposure in a very thin
layer cn an old tray or dish to the air of
a room to be disinfected. Further, one
ounce of Thiocamf shaken vup with a quart
of water formsa powerful disinfectant for
ordinary purposes, such as sprinkling over
various matters, purifying drains, etc;
while a still more dilute solution (one
ounce to a gallon) can be used for soaking
clothes which have buen in contact with
infected persons. The residue of Thio-
camf has a pleasant aromatic odour.

This concentrated disinfectant can now
be obtiined &t a cheap rate, as a company
formed for its manufacture, can produce
several hundredweight of Thiocamf per
week.

LAMINARIA IN STRICTURE OF
THE ESOPHAGTUS.

Professor Senator has recently stated
that for about a year past he has used
laminaria in stricture of the gullet with
comparatively good results. A piece of
laminaria is attached to the end of an
ordinary cesophageal bougie, aud - for
greater safety this is further connected
with a string running through the whole
length of the bougie. . Different sizes are
used according to circamstances. ~ Che in-

‘trument is passed into the strictureandleft

in position from half%an hour to an hour,
"during ‘which time  the laminaria swells
to a considerable extent. - In one -case
it - expandel ' from. one .to one and a
half millimetre in the: course.of half'an
bour. "{be'surface. of the laminaria:re-

‘mains - smooth; ‘and .does not injure the

mucous membrane.. - In:most of the cases
in which Dr. Senator bas tried this plan-
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the stricture has been cancerous, and as
he says, slthough “by gradual and fre-
quently repeated pressure a carcinoma
may cicatrise and become atrophied, this
very seldom happens.” In a large pro-
portion of his cases, however, the treat-
ment produced very marked dilatation of
the stricture, so that the patients after a
certain time could swallow wuch better
than before. In some instancesthere was
no improvement, and Professor Senator
confesses that at first his anxiety to dilate
the stricture as quickly as possible made
him apply the treatment without sufficient
regard for the tolerance of the diseased
parts. If due care is not exercised, the
laminaria may swell so much as to cause
great pain, and even difficulty in removal.
The most favourable cases for the treat-
ment are of course those of cicatricial
stricture. Dr. Senator points out that
laminaria may also be used with good
effect in narrowing of other canals, and
he relates one case of stricture of the
rectum in waich be tried it, but apparertly
with indifferent success.

e e es

SERIOUS ACCIDENT IN A TURK-
ISH BATH.

- Fifty-five inmates of the Cork, [reland,
Lunatic Asylam, were placed in a
Turkish bath, which, owing to a leakage,
contained gas of a deleterious nature, and
shortly afterwards nine fell down incensi-
ble, but, on being removed and restoratives
applied, they recovered. It is alleged
that the previous mornivg the man in
‘charge of the furnace reported to the
honse-steward that the bath was defective,
that the flue was leaking, and tkat the
smoke and foul #as which should be car-
-ried . off found their way into the bath
The bath ir: divided into two compart-

ments for males and females, the leakage

being common to both. OUn the female
side, forty-five inmates were in their por-
_-tion: of -the bath, and very soon eleven
‘were prostrate: and sepseless.  For a con-
-siderable time two old women remained
-unconscious; and their condition was re-
‘zarded as-very-dangerous, bat ultimately
~they recovered consciousness.

THROAT DISEASE IN MAN AND
THE LOWER ANIMALS.

Another suggestion asto the existence of
a connection between diphtheria and allied
throat disease in the human sulject and
some similar disease in a lower animal
comes from Darton, near Barnsley, where
Dr. Bruce Low, of the Local Government
Board, is making inquiry as to the deaths
of twenty children fromn diphtheria and
so-called ‘croup.” The clerk to the
Local Board of Health has reported that
in a number of cases there seem grounds
for believing that the disease had been
communicated to children by means of
cats which were ailing, one of them fatally
so. Whatever the actual facts in the case
may turn out to be, it is quite certain that
we already know enough to call for much
greater caution than has heretofore Leen
observed in our dealings with animals
such as cats, and also with certain birds,
when these appear to be suffering from
throat affections.

ProrFessor LoweENTHAL, who has lately
made experiments on the action of salol
in cholera bacilli in Professor Cornil’s
laboratory in Paris, has received a
special mission from the French Govern-
ment to proceed to Tonquin in order
to study the effects of salol on cholera
patients.

FLAPPING OF A FLY'S WINGS.

In hishook—On the Senses, Instinctsand
Intellzgenceof Animals—SirJohn Lubbock
records some of his later observations,
among which are these :—

The slow flapping of a butterfly’s wing
prodaces no sound, but when the move-

.ments are rapid & noise is produced, which

increases in shrillness with the number of
vibrations. Thus the housefly, which
produce:. the sound of F, vibrates its
wmgs 20,100 times a minute, or 335
times & second and the bes, wlncb makes
& sound of A, as many as 26,400 times in
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a second. On the contrary, a tired bee
hums on E, and, therefore, according fo
theory, vibrates its wings only 330 times
in a gsecond.

D mEmme ol e

LOCAL APPLICATION OF CHLOR-
OFORM IN EPIDIDYMITIS.

Dr. Theodor Clemens, of Frankfort, in
an interesing paper communicated to the
Allgemeine Medicinische Central Zeitung,
describes the great benefit he has obtained
in cases ‘of epididymitis, both specific and
noun-specific, by means of chloroform
locally applied. He regards as most un-
satisfactory the treatment of the affection
by other methods as compared with his

own, which hehas employed now foragreat -

many years. It consists®in laying some
cotton wool saturated with chloroform and
spirit at the bottom of a large glass vessel,
into which the genitals are then put and
packed round with dry cotton wool, the
buttocks and thighs forming a cover, this
application being continued for from
fifteen to twenty-five minutes, and re-
peated two or three times a day. Path-
ologically, he considers venous congestion
of the epididymitis and the chord through
retention of semen a predisposing cause
of the disease. He also considers epididy-
mitis as very likely to occur when gonor-
rheea has been contracted in excessive
venery. He mentions a case of treatment
by chloroform thirty-six years ago, not of
epididymitis, but of periodical “heat”
occurfing in the human subject. The
man used to suffer periodically from a
form of orchitis, during which the testes
felt hot and swollen, and the plexus
pampiniformis was_ full and turgescent
like a varicocele He was ordered the
local application of chloroform three times
& day, from fifteen to twenty-five minutes
each time, but the first time he bore the
chloroform for nearly thirty-five minutes,
after which the pain of the severe attack
completely ceased and the swelling con-

siderably  .decreased. -This treatment

lasted three days, during which. time he
was able to walk about, the " cotton wool

which had been used. for the chloroform.
being '’ put -into:-the :suspensory' bandage

and the testes ‘covered with “it.’ ' After

that both the swelling and sensibility dis-
sppeared. Another ase is mentioned,
where epididymitis had been caused by the
coutinuous pressure of a rudder handle on
the hypogastrium, in which similar treat-
ment proved entirely successful. Again,
s class of cage that is usually very difficult
to treat—viz., that of gonorrheeal orchitis
—seems to have proved. fairly tractable
when managed with the help of ‘chloro-
form. Here one of the first signs of im-
provement was frequently the re-establish-
ment of an old discharge, which was soon
cured simultaneously with the epididy-

Twitis.

SUSPENSION, TREATMENT OF.
LOCOMOTOR ATAXY.

Dr. William Morton, of New York,
has reported his experience. of the sus-
pension treatment of locomotor ataxy in
six cases. He believes ‘“ tbat by np
other means bhas equally marked, pro
gressive, and decided improvement .beex
attained.” He found that the -pains
were relieved, and the power of equi-
libration and of walking very marked.y .
improved, that the pupils regained.. ac-
commodation and became moderately di:
lated, that sexual power was fairly re-
stored, that the girdle sensation and:the
sensory disturbance about the legs and
feet disappeared, and that micturition
became netural. In one case some cramp
in the neck, attributed to an ill-fitting
head-strap, was noticed, and in another
increased hypermsthesia of large areas of
skin ; but with these exceptions no un-
favorable results were observed. If the
patient has sufficient power in his arms,
Dr. Morton prefers to use only & head-
strap and to let the patient suspend him-
self ; the raised position of the arms is,
he.thinks, an advantage, and the patient
feels less nervous. To secure the full
advantage of this self-suspension, he has
invented » bandle which, while - sliding
freely up the rope will: grip it on. being
pulled downwards. . In this way, he says,
the patient gains each fraction of an.inch
that he can push his hands up, and is
relieved; from the cutting of the rope. .In
patients who  cannot. use. their arms.to
suspend - themselves, ‘he . employs. straps
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passing under the axille. He begins in
either case with suspension of from one
to two minutes, gradually extended to
from five to seven, and he recommends
that the toes should not leave the floor.

THE PENTACIE OF REJUVENE-
SCENGE.

* On two occasions this month:Dr. Brown-
Sequard has made communications of an
extraordinary nature to the Societe de
Biologie of Paris. The statements he
‘made have attracted a good deal of atten-

. Hon in the public press. He obtained by
compression and washing from the testi-
cles of young animals a fluid, which he
injected into the subcutaneous cellular
tissue with a hypodermic syringe. He
performed the experiment on himself, re-
peating the injection almost every day for
a fortnight, with results which appeared
to him to warrant an immediate commun-
jcation to the Society. He stated that
he had experienced a rejuvenescence of all
his forces, physical and psychic; all that
had become difficult or impossible for
him owing to advarcmg age became once
more vasy, and he found himself possessed
of the same vigor.as he bad had thirty
years before. He codld undergo fatigue
in standing, travelling; and in intellectual
labor previously impossible ; the functions
of defzcation and micturition also were
discharged with greater ease, MDM. Fere
and Dumontpallier, in commenting on M.
Brown-Sequard’s statements, observed

“that they would require to be.rigidly
tested and fully confirmed by other self-
‘experimenters before they were likely to
meet  with general acceptance.

A-ROYAL PHYSICIAN AND PHIL-
T ANTHROPIST.

- The House of Bavaria can boast of few
-worthier scions than his: Royal Highness
the Duke Charles Theodore, who. has just
‘resumed- his villeggiatura on the Tegern-
See after 2 campaign as honorable as any
recorded- iv ‘the history of . his ancestors.
‘For-eight weeks, together with his wife
‘and-assistant’ physician, Dr. von Zenker,

his Royal Highness, who has graduated
as Doctor of Medicire, has been devoting
his experience and skill in ophthalmic
surgery to the poor of Meran who suffer
from affections of the eye. That well-
known health resort of th: Austrian
Tyrol is now year by year frequented by
crowds of the humbler class of patients
who are afflicted by disease of the visual
organs, attracted thither by the cure or
alleviation they gratutiously receive at
the hands of his Royal Highness. Just
before the Whitsuntide recess no fewer
than 1,061 of these had been under treat-
ment, in which the chief share was Lborne
by the “Duke-Doctor,” as be is familiarly
called, while the Duchess performed the
part of nurse and general benefactress.
In 195 cases he had recourse to operation,
with unusually satisfactory results, among
which' may be noted the cure of sixty-
eizht persons suffering from cataract, to
all of whom their eyesight was success-
fully restorgd. ~In these last his Royal
Highness #cknowledges the co-operation
of his assistant,, Dr. von Zenker, whose
skill in ophthalmic disease had recom-
mended him for the post. The mining
and pastoral population around theTegern-
See welcomed their “Duké:Doctor” and
his consort on their return among them
witli the most touching demonstrations of
affection and esteem — demonstrations,
however, not more cordial than those of
the Tyrolese ‘poor, whose gratitude they
had earned by benefactions in the power
of few to bestow.

SPECIALISTS AND THE GENERAL
PRACTITIONER.

BY WILLARD P. BEACH, M.D., BROOKLYN.

We believe it will be conceded by all
concerned that the struggle for a liveli-
hood among the younger members ot the
medical profession is becoming more
trying and severs every year, and that it
is a serious daily question with many
physicians of a few years practice how to
waintain -an honorable standing. before
the eyes of their brethren, and at. the
same time keep. their financial accounts
even and-themselves and families com-
fortably provided with this world’s goods.
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This state of affuirs normally and na-
turally exists to a certain degree, as in all
other professions, as well as in the trades,
owing to a healthful and necessary com-
petition. There are, however, certain
factors to be considered, which seem to
us to account for a great deal of uncalled-
for struggling and deprivation universelly
experienced by the young doctor. It is
for the purpose of discussing two of the
n.ore important of these factors that this
arttaie 2 written, They are:

First.—"he inefficient acquirements,
both theoretical and practical, of those
starting in the practice of medicine.

Second.—Too many specialists, and
too many specialties, :

A young man, having tried his fortune
at various occupations, and making but
little progress, or perhaps having been
brought up on a farm, where the work is
laborions and prolonged, bethinks his lot
a hard one ; and having heard of Doctor
A., who started from a position in life as
far down in the scale as bis own, . who is
progressing wonderfully well, starts his
career in a medical school, without any
special intellectual preparation ‘or inquiry
as to peculiar adaptability, and is soon
made a full-ledged M.D. '

His means being limited, he selects the
institution from which he feels he will be
the surest to graduate in the shortest
space of time. This of course stimulates
the medical schools, which are for the
most part not endowed colleges, but com-
pelled to rely on the funds of the students
for sapport, to offer extra inducements to
those about to study medicine, and here
comes in the very hurtful competition
between medical seats of learning. The

result is, in too many instances, that the

new doctor puts out his sign, and awaits
his first case with more or less lack of
self-confidence and fear. He has pro-
bably never felt a pulse or taken a tem-
perature, and most of his prescriptions
are fanciful and often composed of in-
compatible ingredients. :
Sooner or later a simyle case calls for

treatment, perhaps, in fact. almost cer--

tainly, it can be classed in one of the
numerous - specialities ;. and the young
man, and veryZoften some of the older
ones too, never: having seen a case like it

before, becomes alarmed, and at once
sends it to a specialist.

And thus the general practitioner be-
comes the feeding reservoir to keep the
offices of the specialists filled with
'patients, and their pockets distended
with money which is willingly paid in
lacge fees, while the family doctor just
ekes ont an economical existence, work-
ing right and day for miserably small
pay- : .

It is here we wish to consider the se-
cond factor, ramely : Too many speciai-
ties'and too wany specialists.

D1. George Shrady said, in an article
contained in the New York Medical
Record, recently, that. specialism was
being overdone. We are decidedly of
the same opinion. )

What should constitute a specialist ?
He should be a maa of mature mind, con-
sequently one who has reached middle
life at least, and who bas had aa exteasive
experience in general practice in all its
phases ; & man- who has been a cloge
student of nature and of his books, and
who is naturally observing ; one who, in
the course of mwany years of general ex-
perience, has found "himself intuitively
drifting towards a- special line of study,
for which he has instinctively developed
a particufhr liking.

Such men are few, and in demand.
Their scope of observation will be broad
and unbiased, and their diagnoses of
special disease will be deduced from a
proper compurison of all symproms, both
near and remote, and not limited to the
narrow cBannel of their specialty, as is
now so often the case.

" Some_time since, a gentleman com-
plained of having a sore throat. He.’
visited an eminent genito-urinary special-
ist, who diagnosed secondary syphilis,
and ordered the mixed treatment, which
afforded no relief. Fe was then re-
ferred to a neurologist, who located the
trouble in the brain, and prescribed
strychnia aod galvanism, which caused
no improvement. He then went to .a
laryngologist, who thought his complaint
was catarthal * pharyngitis, = and used

“astringents, - which, - according - to . the

patient, aggravated the-trouble. - Finally
he fell.into {he ‘hands.of a weil-known-
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general practitioner, who pr..cribed for
an old-standing dyspepsia, which soon
resulted in totally curing the throat. The
above facts were narrated to us by a
laryngologist of note, and are all vouched
for. ‘

When the day comes that shall find
such specialists as advoca‘ed above, it
will not be necessary for them to get up
a paper on some subject iz their line,
read it before a medical society, and then
have reprints sent to all the doctors far
and pear, with their addresses plainly

appended, or to change their residence

. and send cards to brother physicians an-
"nouncing their removal, such as one
receuty received by us, stating that
“Dr. , of street, New York,
having removed to street, was ready
‘to treat all female complaints.” To in-
crease the already overfil'ed list of reedical
schools for personal aggrandizement, to
Tun private hospitals or health asylums,
“or any of the numerous dodges resorted
to for individual advemsement. They
will be known and read of all medical
wen as wise and belpful counselors, who
can really assist us in our extremity, and
not consvlt to merely satisfy the friends
<f the patient.

But we would maintsin that ‘all the
commoner maladies, even belonging to
‘the specialties, should be treated by the
general practitioner and the specialist
called in only in the very obscure and ill-
defined cases.

The solution of this whole matter we
believe to be in raising the standard of
licentiates for theoretical knowledge, and
requiring a hospital experience for every

practitioner in the State. — Brooklyn.

Medical Journal.

DEAF-M'UTISM.

" Deaf-Mutism -and Marriage.
Alexander Graham Bell rectifies certain
-statements ascribed-to him in The Lancet
‘of July 28, 1888, and calls attention to
the - followm" facts The deaf-mutes of
America are increasing at a greater rate
in proportion -.than “the pooula.txon at
large, both as régards the congenital and
non congenital ' cases.” The_ number " of

~— Mr.

non-congenital deaf-mutes show great and
sudden fluctnations at different times on

-account of epidemicnl diseases that cause

deafness. Meningitis is now the princi-
pal cause of deafress in America, and
scarlet fever takes second rank. Statis-
tics and the law of heredity indicate that
marriages between congenital deaf-mutes
result in deaf-and-dumb children, and the
continuous intermarriage of congenital
deaf-mutes from generation to «enemtxon
may ultimately result in the formation of
a deaf variety of the hdman race in
America. Cases can be cited where deaf-
ness has been handed down through four
generations, and in one family con"emtal
deaf-mutes have appeared for five succes-
sive generations in increasing numbers,
and in_which the younger deafmutes are
marrving parties who are chemselves deaf
and dumb. Mr. Bell regards the total
abolition of separate institutions for the
deaf and dumb as impracticable, although
they should- be recognised as evils to be
avoided as much as poqsxble, as leading to
acquaintanceships, and eventually inter-
marriages, between deaf-mutes. He sug-
gests that the ordinary local schools should
hme a deaf-and-dumb class-for the locally-
afflicted children, and thus prevent scpara-
tion from their friends.—ZLancet,

That the intermarriage of the deaf
+ei»ds 1o an increase of a defective clasy,
and this to an extent demanding the
legal prohibition of such marriages, is a
proposition so inconsistent with the
general observation of those devoted to
deaf-mute instruction that it could not
have provoked serious discussion had it
not rested upon the authority of so dis-
tinguished 2 name as that of Prof. A.
Graham Bell. It is a mistake to sup-
pose that the sociological and educational
doctrines of Professor Bell are, or cight
to be, accepted by the profession of deaf-
mute “instructors without taking the
regular course of discussion and “trial.
We have, therefore, requested Prof. A.
L. E. Crouter, -Principal of the Pennsyl-
vania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb,
to place at the disposal of the 4nnual the
valuable statisties in his possession, as well
as his own deductions therefrom, towhich
his long-extended observation and special
studies lend -the highest™ weight.  ‘We
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have asked his criticism upon the follow-
ing propositions (The Satellite) :—

1. Childrendeaf from birth, or fromsoon
thereafter,are generally of deaf parentage.

2. The co-education of the deaf tends
_to their intermarriage.

3. The offspring of such marriages are
generally deaf.

4. Experience has shown the necessity
of alegal prohibition of intermarriages
among the deaf as an effective means of
limiting this defective class.

He criticises the propositions seriatim:

<« Concerning the first propesition, I
am compelled to say that I deem it very
wide of the trmth. According to the
records of this institution, covering a
period of upward of seventy years, only a
very small proportion of our congenitally
deaf pupils have been of deaf parentage
—about one in thirty-five. To satisfy
wyself upon this point I bave personally

examined the history, so far as it relates-

to this fact, of one thousand unselected
cases, and find that only seven of thwsd
congenitally deaf were born of deaf par-
ents, whereas two hundred and thirty-
three were of hearing parentage.  In the
one thousand cases two hundred and forty
were born deaf or became denf under one
yeur of age, and of these two hundred
and forty-seven were of deaf parentage,
and tico hundred and thirty-three of hear-
ing parentage.” I believe the ssme pro-
portion would be maintained wzre I to
extend the exmmination throughout the
whole period of seventy years.
“Deaf parents, unless there is heredi-
tary tendency to the defect, are no more
.lizble to have deaf children than hearing
parents. I am firmly convinced that
deafn:ss, like other physical defects, is
hereditary in certain families, and mem-
bers of these families should never inter-
marry. The transmission of the defect
should be guarded against in every pos-
sible way—among the hearing as well as
among the deaf.
. “Regarding the second proposition, I
believe the co-education. of the deaf does

tend to a certain extent to promote inter-'

marriag.e. Nothing more natural, and if
such unionsbe wisely made thore can be
no. objection\to them, atleast not upon
‘the ground of’axtending the defect.

“Third: As already indicated, unless
the defect is hereditary, the intermarriage -
of the deaf s not followed by deaf off-
spring as a rule. Out of four hundred
and thirty-six pupils now under instruc-
tion in this institution, but seven were
born of deaf 'parents, notwithstanding
the many instances of intermarrirge in
the State, and T know personally many
such unions have been blessed with hear-
ing children.

¢ Fourth : While I am opposed to the
indiscriminate intermarriage of the deaf,
and discourage 1t except under favorable
conditions, I do not favor legislation pro-
hibiting such unions; Special and class
legislation in my opinion is never wise.
It should be made a iwatter of careful
instruction. The educated deaf are com-
ing more and more to understand and
appreciate the importance of this subject,
and in time will contract unions with
proper intelligence and prudence. I know
of nothing that gladdens the heart of a
deaf parent more than the birth of a
hearing child.”—Special communication
to the Annual, May 21, 1889.

THE SUSPECTED POISONING OF
A LIVERPOOL MERCHANT.

The preliminary inquiries in what pro-
mizes to be a cause celebre have just Leen
erpapleted.  The social position of the
p:isoner and the deceased, with other cir-
camstances, have combived to invest the
case with somewhat sensational surround-
ings, and the « Maybrick case,” as it has
been called, has been the subject, not only
of very full reports, but also of leading
articlesinmostof the London and provincial
daily papers. . The inquest, which was
held by Mr. Samuel Brighouse, the coro-
ner for the West Derby district of Lan-
cashire, extended over several days, re-
sulting in a verdict of wilinl murder
against Florence Elizabeth Maybrick, the
widow of the ‘deceased gentlewan, . The
inquiry before’ the magistrates -occupied
the, whole of two days, at the close of
which the accused lady was fully. com-
witted for trial for wilful murder at the
next Liverpool assizes. =~ ;

‘Stripped of all sensational statements,
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many of which may be entirely false, the
case appears an extremly simple one,
the following being the principal facta
disclosed before the coroner and magis-
trates, The decesased, Mr. James May-
brick, was a ‘cotton merchant, having an
office in Knowsley buildings, Tithebarn
street, Liverpool, his residence being
Battlecrease House, Riversdale-road, Gar-
ston, within easy distance of LiverpooL
The prisoner and he had been married for
some years, the issue of the marriage
being two children, and to al! appearances
they lived happily together nntil March
29th last, the date of the Grand National,
which both attended. Here the prisoner
would appear to have given the deceased
cause of offence, which induced him to
express himself strongly to her. She
resented this, and, speaking to a lady
friend, said “that she would give it him
hot and heavy for speaking to her like
that in public.” They subsequently
quarrelled, and the prisoner called upon

Mr. Hopper of Liverpool (who was their

medical attendant) o March 30th, suffer-
ing from a black eye. Sae complamed of
her husband, and wished for a separation,
bat Mr. Hopper succeeded (as he believed)
in effecting a reconcilistion. Some time
afterwards one of the servants found a
number of “fly papers” steeping in water
in a basin on one of the tables in the bed-
room, covered over with = ‘owel. These
papers and the water could not subse-
quently be traced. _About this time the
deceased, who was in his fiftieth year, and
had always enjoyed fairly good health,
though he was somewhat fond of taking
medicine, including, it was suggested,
arsenic, began to feel unwell, and went to
London to see his brother, Mr. Michael
Maybrick, the well-known vocalist and
composer.
prescribed for him, the. prescription being
dated April 14th and it s a remarksble
coincidence that the discovery of the fly
papers occarred just about this date. ~ Mr.
Fuller’s prescription contained no mention
of arsenic, butin one of two bottles which
had been made up from it by Messrs. Olay
and Abraham, of Liverpool, and which bad
been found in .the _lavatory of Battle-
crease House, arsenic was subsequently
‘found by Mr. Edward Davies, analytical

He consulted Mr. Fuller, who

chemist, Theother Lottle, which deceased
kept at his office was found free from
arsenic On the very day when the
prescription was made up the prisorer
purchased one dozen fly-papers at another

chemist’s, near to her house, and some.

days later she obtained two dozen more
at a third chemist’s. After taking the
medicine, the deceased became worse, and
Mr. Richard Humphreys of Garston, who
had not previously attended him, was
called in visiting hire on April 28th. He
found'him complaining of a fear of dying,
and of & peculiar feeling about his heart; he
was ‘alio afraid of paralysis coming on.
These symptoms had appeared that morn-
ing, and thedeceased attributed themto a
cup of tea he had drunk. He had ex-
perienced similar feelings from drinking
tea before, and had made up his mind to
give up tea in future. He complained of
a dirty tongue, and asked Mr. Humphreys
to clean it for him. On the same day, at
ten o’clock in the evening, Mr. Humgh-
reys was sent for hurriedly. ‘The
deceased complained of " stiffness ja his
limbs, vhich soon passed off, ancinever
returned. As he still continued very ill,
Dr. Willijam Carter was sent for, and
first ssw him on May 7th, about 5:30 p.x.
The * deceased complained of having
suffered from vomiting and diarrhesa for
several days; he had a bad taste in his
mouth, great thirst, and a feeling as of a
hair in his throat. On examining him,
Dr. Curter found the lungs, heart, and
brain normal. The tongue was extreme-
ly dirty, but there was no offensive odour,
and the throat was red, dry, and glazed.
e was rather weak, but very restless;
kicking off the clothes. Dr. Carter ex-
pressed an opioion that he was suffering
from scute dyspepsia, brought on by some
irritating  food. He saw him again on
the 9th, when, in addition to the formet‘
sympfnms, there was also extreme
tenesmus. - Thatday Dr. Cartersuspected
irritant poison, and examined a bott]e of
Neave's food, but with a negative resuit.
He saw Mr. Maybrick the next day, when
he expressed himself as 'feeling much
better, only requiring some sleep to make
him all right again. Dr. Oarter and Mr:
Humphreys thought him decidedly worse ;
the right band up to: the knuckles was
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numbed and absolutely bloodless, indicat-
ing failure of circulation. A bottle of
Valentine’s meat juice was given by Mr.
Michael Maybrick to Dr. Carter, who
examined it by Marsh’s and Reinach’s
tests, both giving decided indications of
arsenic being present. This same bottle
was subsequently examined by Mr. Davies,
who found that it contained 411 grains of
liquid, in which he found half a grain of
arsenic. The deceased ling red till the
followirg day (Saturday, May 11th), when
he died. Circumstances appearing to
seriously compromise the prisoner having
now come to light, the police were com-
municated with, and, s no certificate of
death was fecthcoming, the coroner was
also informed of the death, who ordered a
post-mortem ‘examination. Thic was
made on the 13th by Alexander Barron,
pathologist to the Liverpool Royal In-
firmary, iu the presence of Dr. Carter and
Mr. Humphreys. There were no appear-
ances of any natural cause of death, but
those of some irritant poison. The viscera
were sent to Mr. Davies ; subsequenily
the body was exhamed, and more viicera
were removed and sent to him.  He found
arsenic in the liver, the estimated quan-
tity being one-eighth of a grain in the
whole liver ; there was no arsenic in the
stomach and its contents, orin the spleen;
-but in the intestines and kidneys there
were minute traces. Ia addition to the
articles previously mentioned, Mr. Davies
also exawined a pan and basin used by
the deceased for warming up some Neave's
food, which had been given to his brother
by the prisoner in a juz. He found
arsenic in the pan, jug, and basin, though
there was only a very minute particle of
solid food left adhering to the sides of each.
He obtained samples from the stock
bottles used by the assistants of Messrs.
Clay and Abraham in prepariug Mr,
Fuller's prescriptions, ‘and proved that
each was free from arsenic. A bottle of
Valentine’s meat juice which had not been
opened was fouud free from arsenic. A

bottle, containing liquid and black powder,

founq in the house, contained a strong
solutn'_m_ of arsenic, “with also a large
quantity of arseniciin the solid form.
Another bottle countained-: solution of

arzenic,  with a little solid argenic at the

bottom ; and tle sediment in another
bottle contained from fifteen to twenty
grains of arsenic, with a few drops in
solution. In a glass contairicg milk and
a rag Mr. Davies found sbout fourteen
grains of arsenic, from which he judged
that there must have been abour twenty,
grains originally in the tumbler. There
was also a sealed package containing a
powder labelled ““Poison for cats.” This
consisted of 91 44 per cent. of arsenic and
8-43 per cert. of carbon. The- package
also contained a handerchief upon which
there <vas a trace of arsenic and black
particles similar to those in one of the
bottles. On this handkerchief was also
the prisoner’s name. A bottle of Price’s
glycerine contained two-thirds of a grain
of arsenic, while another bottle procured,
not previously opened, had none. Fly-
papers similar to those purchased by the
prisoner contained two grains and a half
of arsenic in each paper, with a small
quantity of arsenite of potash ; the arsenic
dissolved easily in cold water. On test-
ing the comparative specific gravity of the
Valentine’s meat juice found to contain
arsenic with a pure sample, Mr. Davies
concluded that the arsenic must have
been added in a liquid form.

The case for the prosecution was very
ably conducted bySuperintendent Brynizg
of the county police, who showed through-
out the greatest fairness towards the
prisoner. The medical evidence was
extremely well given, and that of Mr.
Davies was a model of scientific accuracy.
There were a very large number of articles
examined by him, and the labor involved
must have been very great. The summing
up of Mr. Coroner Brighouse was very
able, and it is satisfactory to-notethatthe
vrisoner has had all aleng the services- of
Mr, Pickford, barrister, who - has had
previous = experience in. the: defence of
persons charged with arsenic poisoning —
London Lacet. o

“"Mrs. May't;rick was tried at the Liver-

-pool assizes, convicted and. sentenced to

death. ‘

Dr. 'Sﬁtnnkmn; surgeon to the Peni-
tentiary, has returned. from_ his: English
tour. ' ‘
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A case unique in the annals of Forensic
Medxcme as to cause of death, was tried
at the recent assizes held at Oalgary, be-
fore Mr. Justice Roulean. The prisoner
was indicted for the murder of asquaw,
one of the Cree band, namely Rosalie,
aged 24 years, and described as a hand-
sompe girl extremely well proportioned.
The injuries inflicted on the woman, as
revealed by postmortem exawination
were, a large rent at the upper and leit
side of the vagina leading into the ab-
dominal cs.vxty The broad ligament was
ruptured. There was a rent at the pos-
terior and lower portion of the vagina.
A complete laceration of the perineum.
Fourinches of the rectam with the sphine-
ter .ani was torn away. There was also
a deep lacerated wound on the inside of
the vulva and the abdomen was filled with
blood. There was no external evidence
on the body of injury, with the exce;-tion
of a slight bruise on the inside of ‘he
left thigh, and, post-nortem examination
found all the internal organs healthy.
Extraordinary to relate these injuries
were inflicted on this woman in a room,
part of a small building used as a kind of
club, flimsily constructed of wood, and in
which any sound in whatever part of the
structure it originated must be heard
plainly throughout. A slizht grouning
was heard by the bar man, who went up
to the bedroom door and warned the oc-
cupants to be quiet, when the groaning im-
medijately ceased. The prisoner subse-
quently called to the bartender and told
him ‘he had been fooling with asquaw
and he believed she was dead on his
bands, and asked him to come and look
at her, which he did, and told Jumbo that
she .was. still breathmg At this time
there was blood on Jumbo’s face, hands
andarm, and the bartender recommended
him to wash himself, and brought him
some wster for that purpose. After
cleansing himself they locked the door

snd:proceeded to have .their supper atan
adjommg hotel. They returned in about

an hour and" on visiting the room found
the squaw to be. dead. J umhbe imniedi-

etely proceeded to see a friend to whom'

he related the circumstances, and, acting
on hiz advice, he gave himself up to the
chief of police. narzating the facts of the
case to hita. The coroner was notified of
the occurrence and called in a local prac-
titioner, vho, on examination, found the,
bed-clothes much disordered and a quan-
tity of blood upon them, blood was also
smeared on the walls. The man was
committed for trial on the coroner’s war-
rant, and at the spring assizes the jury
brought in a verdict of acquittal, whichthe
judge refused to accept, and the prisoner
was remanded to the suminer assizes.
The crown prosecuted for a capital offence,
but the medical evidence for the defence
proved that the surroundings of the case
were against any such accusation being
sustainable. There was nothing to show
that Jumbo’s act, which led to the in-
fliction of these injuries, was against the
wish of the deceased, but, on the con-
trary, was with her consent and assist-
ance. Incredible as it may appear, there
is little doubt that the practice of allow-
ing men to introduce the hand and arm
into the vagina is not uncommon amongst
the degraded Indian squaws, and that
white men in their brutal lust find a
meorbid gratification in so doing. The
evidence given on the trial all pointed to
this abominable act by the prisoner, but
as to how the injuries were inflicted—
whether by a sudden force exercised by
the man, or, by an unexpected struggle
on the woman’s part—remains a matter
of conjecture. The manipulator’s mouth,

-as prisoner, was closed, and the other

participant in the beastiality paid forfeit
with her life. Though nothing can
pa.llm.te the commission of such an’ act,
even if it were followed by no untoward
result—its perpetration being one richly
meriting ‘exemplary punishment—Eng-
lish law: does not make t a capital
offence, inasmuch as the woman’s consent
and assent was given to the act which
led up to her death.. But not the least
brutal part of ‘the tragedy was the con
duct of these men, one the perpetmtor,
the other the friend called in to pro-_
nounce as to -the unfortunate girl being®
dead or alive,and while life was still
shown to be in- her, calmly cleansing
‘thumselves of the woman’s blood and



The Northern Lancet.

41

going oft to eat their suppers, and on their
return, in an hour, they find the wretched
squaw was indeed deceased. There was
callous atrocity in this act of a devilish
type, and unquestionably with both judge
and jury it had deservedly very great
weight. The antecedents of the prisoner
were all in his favor. He had borune a
character for generosity and gentlencss,
had served his country in the Northwest
troubles, where he lost a finger, and had
distinguished himself in saving a drown-
ing man. These facts pleaded in mitiga-
tion of punishment, and but for his
previous good character there is no doubt,
from the judge’s observation, that he
would now be serving a life sentence of
penal servitude, instead of one of four-
teen years. “Facilis decensus averni”
is a true proverb. We here have the
case of a young man respectably con-
nected, with an irreproachable character
up to a recent date, generally liked for
his good nature and gentleness, allowing
the debasing passions too surely latent in
all mankind to gain the mastery over
him—degrading his manhood below the
level of the brute creation, with the re-
sult of bringing sorrow and disgrace on
his relatives and consigning him-
self to the restraints of a prison for the
best portion of his life.

THE ELIXIR OF LIFE.

Under the rqis of one of the most
honored names in the profession, a
strange and startling discovery is put
forth, difficu’t of belief and yet who dare
deny without further enquiry the truth
of what so great and scientific an authority
gives as the outcome of years of experi-
ment. There are many people still living,
who, a few short years ago, scorofully
laughed at the crude, and, as they then
thought, " impossible ideas which were
placed before them, but who have lived
to see them become' realities, and, the
original conceptions - far surpassed. A
short time since the man who advocated
the bold operations in our‘art which "are
now ‘daily performed -would ‘have been
regarded as a charlatan ‘or lunatic. - Ard
though, receiving - with - somewhat .of

credulity the announcement of the almost
incredible virtues of this floid, we take
no part in bespattering it with ridicale.
Let it be subjected to scientific and
crucial tests, and, if ita truth be proved,
it will surround this already celebrated
piiysician’s brow with an halo that
time will never diminish. = Should it
prove illusory, both the profession and
the public may readily condone oze mis-
take in a long life devoted to the welfare
and interests of mankind. Meantime
from several quarters we read of success-
ful trials with this reanimating fluid, but
not sufficiently authentic or numerous
enough to conduct to a correst conclusion.
There is little doubt thar the pablic mind
is profoundly stirred by the possibility of
its truth and the sooner its being a fact
or a mistake is unmistakably proved the
better. ' o

CANADA MEDICAL ASSQCIA-
TION.

August 9th.

The banquet given at the Queen’s
Hotel on the evening of the 9th ult. to
members of the Canada Medical Associa:
tion who were on their way to Banff was
a very enthusiastic affuir, and reflected
the greatest credit on all parties con-
nected 'with its arrangements. The
dining-room, which was filled "to its
capacity, was completely decorated with
flags and bunting and presented a- gay
appearance. Under the able direction of
Manager Sprado, the dinner was a com-
plete success. It was one of the - best
laid dinners that has been enjoyed for
years. The dishes were few, but they
were thoroughly choice, and seemed to
be thoroughly appreciated. IR

The "guests included all' the visiting
physicians, almost all the members of the
local medical profession, and a number of
prominent citizens.” Following is a list,
as nearly as could be secured: . ¢ v

Dr. G. Ross, president Canadian Medi-.
cal Association, Montreal;’ Dr. H. P. end
Mrs. Wright, Ottawa; Dr. J. Bell*secre-
tary, "Montreal ;> and ‘Doctozs: Stewart,

~Montreal;-Stewart, Picton; N.S.; . Geikie,

Toronto; McCallum, Montreal;-Hingston,
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Montreal; Sheppard, Montreal; Dupius,
ngston, Fee, Kingston; Burt, Paris,
Jennings, Paris; Hannan, New York:

Hayes, Simcoe; Torra.nce, Montreal; Mar-
tin, Haverhill, Mass.; Gibney, New York;
“Buckley, New York ; Barkley, Philadel-
phia; P. S. Conners, Cincinnati; Whit-
taker, Cincinnati; Wiggins, Cincinnati;
Marcy, Boston; Jackson, Fergus Falls;
Henderson, Minneapolis; Smith, St. Paul;
McLellan, Trenton; Lathrop, Dover, N.H.;
Jas. Ross, Toronto; W. A. Ross, Barrie;
Kelly, Brantford; Gordon, Quincy, Mass.;
" Robertson, Brantford; Henwood, Brant-
ford; Lundy, Galt; Sloan, Blythe; Proc-
tor, Newboro; Grassett, Toronto; Strange,
Toronto; Grier, Halifax; Johnston, Syd-
ney, C. B.; Chamberlain, Morrisburg;
Mount, Montreal ; DeCow, Montreal;
Harkness, Irequois; Farley, Belleville;
Stockwell, Port Huron; Lachapelle, Mon-
treal; Chown, Gray, Patterson; Mayor
Ryan, Dr. Orton, Dr. O’Reilly, Dr. Mc-
Arthur; Isaac Campbell, Consul Hespeler,
Dr. Pennefather, Supt. Whyte, Mr. Mc-
Dowall, M.P.; Warden Bedson, Lt.-Col.
Villiers, Dr. Young, Dr. Jones, Dr. Good,
Consul Taylor, Dr. Lynch, Dr. Calder,

Canon. Matheson, Dr. Henderson zmd'

others.

Dr. O’'Donnell, president of the local
Medical Association, occupied the chair,
Or his right sat Dr. George Ross, pres-
ident of the Canadian Medxcal Assocmtxou,
Judge Killam, Joseph Wrigley and Dean
Grisdale. On Lis left sat Hon Mr. Green-
way, Mr. Golden Smith, and Prof. Bryce.

: August 10th—A. large number of the
visitors went out to Stony Mountain to
see one of the attractions of Manitoba,
namely.: the Model Penitentiary, under
the ‘management of Warden Bedson,
Lieut.-Colonel of the 91st Mounted Light
TInfantry and A.DC. to the Governor-
-General of the Dominion. Three car-
‘1oads - of ::physicians and their families
‘were:conveyed to the Mountain
by: specml
the-C.-P..'R. - A - warm reception
awsited ' thom - there.  There .was a
‘band.-of . fantastically: ‘dressed Ind.ans,
all ‘covered with: - war-paint, and wear-

feathers, plnmes, ‘ete.. They ‘were
holdmg &' regular ' old-fashioned .. war-
_pance,; wlnch was - highly .amusing to the

train, ‘kindly furnished by

visitors, who had never seen anything of
the kind. Most of the dancers were In-
dian prisoners who werse connected with
the rebellion of 1885. They included
Dressy Man and other heroes of the Frog
Lake massacre. Daring the visit, the
Iadians kept up the war- d:mce, one of the
number beating the tom-tom on a tam-
bourine while the rest continued to shout
and discharge the rifles they were furn-
ished with. The party were delighted
with the exhibition and with the hos-
pitality of Warden Bedson. The large
collection of curiosities was much admired
by all. The penitentiary was inspected,

the highest encomiums being pronounced
upon the disciplire observed, and the order
and cleanliness evetywhere seen. Un-
fortunately the buffalo herd could not be
found. The party returned at 11:30 much
pleased with their visit and shortly after
left for Banff. where the meeting of the
Cazada Medical Association is heid for
1889, Theze were joined at the C. P. R.
station by several confrerer, who had
travelled by the lake route, and arrived

- in Winnipeg that morning by the North-

ern Pacific line, The following are the
papers promised :—

“The Endemic Fern of the North-
west (Mountain Fern).” 'Dr. A. Jukes,
Regina.

i~ “The Climate of South Alberta, with

specml reference to its advantages for
patients with Pulmonary Complaiuts.”
Dr. G. A. Keanedy, McLeod, N.W.T.

* Traumatic Inflammations of the Eye,
and their proper - treatment.”  Dr. John
L. Fulton, St. Paal, Minn.

« Hematoma of the Vaginaand Vuiva.”
Dr. A. H. Wrizht, Toronto. )

“A Case of Empyema, successfully
treated by free incisions.” Dr. James
Ross, Toronto.

" The early recognition and treatment
of Epithelioma.”. Dr. L. Duncan Bulkley,
New York City.

. “The relief of pain in Eye aud Ear
affections.”. Dr. R. A. Reeve, Toronto.

Lo« Snlphonal.” -Dr. James Stewart,
Montreal.

. “Nephrohthotomy.; Dr. F. J.. Shep-
herd, Moatresal. '

"% Vertigo, an Eye and Ear symptom.”

Dr. J. W..Stirling, Moutreal,
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« A Resume of a few Surgical Cases.”
Dr. E. A. Roger, Nanaimo, B. O,
«Varicells.” Dr. Whitaker,

nati.

Gincin-

BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, ETC.

“Petition and Prayer on Behalf of the
Lower Animals,” is the title of a pamphlet

written by Mr. Archibald McBean, of -

this city. While admiring Mr. McBean’s
praiseworthy efforts in favor of the brute
creation—creatures given for man’s use,
not abuse—we are unable to adopt the
hypothesis he lays down as to the baneful
effects of animal food, not matured by
age. Mr. McBean contends that beef
should be eight year’s old before it is fit
for human food, and, by the consumption
of such food he would insure the duration
of human life to eighty years, while the
consumer of four year old beef would
shuffie off the mortal coil at forty years.
He arrives at this conclusion by a process
of reasoning more ingeuious than con-
vincing. Mr. McBean says: “It is
cruel and barbarous enough to slaughter
them at any time, but of all the terrible
crimes committed against nature and
nature’s law, the slaughtering of the
young, of all species, before they have
arrived at maturity, is the greatest.”
Now, the pain of death, cannot be greater
to the young than it is to the mature.
If anything, less so, as the more vigorous

the life the greater resistance to death.,

8o long as the world lasts, lamb and salad,
ducklirgs and green peas, veal and bacon,
not forgetting the lucious little sucking
pig, will continue to be in ever increas-
ing demand as the world’s population
multiplies, evenif Mr. McBean’stheory was
a correct one. But, we fancy, he will have
much difficalty in proving it.

Port Arthur Tlustrated issued as a sup-
plement to the Manitoba Colonist ;. pub-
lisher, engraver and printer all deserve
no stinted measure of praise for the
manner in which the above is got up.

The engravings are works of art, and in

the<venty pages of closely printed matter

there is an exhaustive description of Port "

: Art_,hur, and the past and present history
of its mining industry.. No-more attrac-

tive way could the compilers of this work
have taken to place before the public the
advantsges and importance of FPort
Arthur. The psges of Pore drthur Illus-
tratsd sre full of information and will
well repay the peruser of them.

“ Hg has just come out of college,
‘With his head crammed full of knowledge
So he thinks! So he thinks!

He has come the world to alter,
In reform he’U never falter,
So he thinks ! So he thinks !

And be'll banish all old fogies,
Just like alot of bogies,
So he thinks! So be thinks!

Ina fow yeurs he’ll gt:ow tired,
And won’t act like one inspired,
So he won’t ! So he won’t!

He will 1earn life’s hard and dreary,
That the world ain’t run by theory,
Yeshe vill{ Yes he will !,

He will then grow very prudent,
And he will angh at the young student,
Yes he will! Yeshe will! =
And he’ll say, I once was really
Very green and very meally,
Sure’s you live! Sure’s you live !
—Dr.Heeter inColumbus Medical Journal.

A REMARKABLE FISTULA.

In the Deutsche Monatschrift, Dr. Nicolai,
of Stuttgart, gives the history of a case
in which a fistula opening at tho nipple was
was found to be connected with a diseased
molar tooth. According to a summary.
in the Centralblats fur Chirurgie, the con-
nection was inferred from the fact that
the discharge from the opening just above
the left nipple ceased at once after proper
treatment of the aiseased left lower first
molar, and-it was afterward proved by
an injection of cochioeal into the alveolus

‘of the tooth, which caused a red coloration.

of the pus discharged at.the nipple.
Further examination showed that the pus’
had made its way through the. maxilla,

. descended along the border of . the sterno-:

cleidomastoid . muscle,  perforated . the
fascis of the platysma myoides, and coursed
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over the pectore! muscle into the sub-
stance of the mammary gland. The fis-
tula closed in twelve days after the re-
moval of the diseased tooth.—XN. Y. Med-

ical Journal.

MISCELI.ANEOUS.

A NoveEL method of detecting a perfor-

ation of the membrana tympani ("Boston
Med. and Surg. Jour.) is communicated
to the Wiener Med. Press, by Dr. E. Pins,
of Vienna. “While looking into the
auditory canal in the ordinary manner,
with spzculum and mirror, hold a piece of
clear, cold glass close to the speculum;
have the patient do the ‘Valsalvian’ ex-
periment, and, if perforation exists, the
vapor of the breath will be condersed
upon'the glass and obscure the view.”

SapouiNt, of Milan, has successfully

treated sixty-two-cases of deafness of old
ave (International Cong. Otology.) He
mops the membrana tympani with a weak
oleaginous solution of phosphorus. He
claims that this diminishes the opacity of
the membrane, increases the circulation,
‘and improves the hearing.

Dr. TesteviN (Monit. Therap. ) re-us-
citated a case of asphyxia by giving re-
‘peated hypodermic injections of ether.
The patient had previously heen taken
from .a room in which a mau had been
completely suffocated by carbonic acid gas,
and the usuasl artificial respiration, sinap-
isms, friction, etc., had failed, after an
hour’s use, to give any encouragement of
restoration. Several icjections, at inter-
vals, finally roused the patient.

AsTHMA AND ANGINA PECTORIS.—Ni-
trite of sodium in doses of one or two
_grains several times a day is the most
-effective remedy known for asthmea and
angina. pectoris.., It relaxes the spasms
of the arteriols and . lowers the blood
pressure..

How 10 Keep Mivk.—When the milk
'is brought in' in the ‘morning, pour it into

‘a.glass jar; place:the jar.in a pot of water,

bring" the water to “a boiling point and

pointfastenthelid of the ’ja.r:t,ight, ;- the

‘milk iri the jar is r - sterilized and will

keep sweet two or three days if the to
of the jar is tight. -

AxzestHETIC MIXTURES.—F'rom a series
of articles by Mr. Geo. M. Foy on
angesthetics, we extract the following :

A. C. E. Mixture.

Alcohol sp. gr. 838

Chloroform sp. gr. 1-497

Ether sp. gr. 753
Billroth's Mixture,

Chloruform

Alcohol), £ eac

Ether fOF €ach

The Vienna Mixture.

Chloroform

Ether

By weight, Mix.-——Dublin. Jour. of
Med. Sei. )

CrroraL 1¥ Nicur Swears.—Dr. Nic-
olia has used an embrocation of chloial
hydrate, two drachms, dissolved in »
tumblerful of brandy and water. At
nigh about bedtime the patient is rubbed
all over with a sponge dipped in this
solution. Sometimes three or four rub-
bings suffice to effect the comypiete dis-
appearance of night sweats which have
previously lasted for weeks.—Boston Med.
and Sury. Jour.

w o =~ Ml\‘/'—‘"g

To BrisTer THE SKIy QuICKLY.—Into
a watch glass, pill box, or any similar
small receptacle, pour tex drops of con-
centrated water of ammonia (aqua am-
moniwx fortior); cover the liquid with a
bit of linen or a little cotton-wool, and at
once apply the cup upon the skin where
the blister is required. Press so that the
vapor is confined to the inside of the
vessel. . A red circle will directly be ob-
served outside, when it will be certain
vesication has taken place. Half a min-
ute or so is all the time required to ob-
tain the result. The blister may be

~-dressed in' the usual manner of dealing

with a blister from canthatides. Acetic

“acid, concentrated, applied to the skin

will also in a few minutes produce -vesi-
cation.  In such cases evaporation should
'be prevented by some suitable covering.
Bibulous  paper lightly wetted with' a
little of 'the: ethereal extract of cantha-

‘rides, instantly ‘applied ‘to the skin and

covered with'a piece of adbesive - plaster,
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will answer for the same purpose.— Medi-
cai Record, Feb. 16, 1889.

GoxorriEA.—Editor Medical World :
In the April number of the Medical
World Dr. H. E. Stroud, Oceanside, Cal,,
offered a prize of five dollars for the
simplest, quickest and least harmful
treatment of gonorrhea.

T claim the prize, and will pay- ten
dollars for a better one.

Give the patient two capsules of docuta
sandal wood two hours after each meal.
Use no injections, bath the penis in hot
water for ten minutes, morning, noon and
night. Also let patient have a teaspoon-
ful of Peacock’s bromides, containing five
drams of Merrell’s fid. ext. of "elsemmum
every night. ’
o In three days there will be no dis-
charge, no pain after urinating, and all
aggravating sympton's will have ceased.
The patient should continue the capsules
twice daily for ten days after discharge
has ceased. Dundas & Dicks capsules

are those I use.—A. J. Rog, M.D., De-

catur, Il

Lawsox Tarr says, in his recently
published lectures on ectopic pregnancy
and pelvic hamatocele: “I once saw a
surgeon, who is now a baronet and has a
court appointment, remove a breast with
a tumor in it. After he had the whole
thing in his hands he drew his knife
across the tumor, and out spurted a lot
of laudable pus.” He had made his ex-
plorative incision after the treatment
was complete.  Absolute accuracy of
diagnosis in the abdomen is very far
from being _possible ; only the ignorant
?&ert that it is, and only the fools walt
or it.”

O1L or TURPENTINE is recomsiended
as an effectual deodorizer of iodoform.
If jodoform comes in contact with the
fingers, these are rubbed with oil of tur-
pentine and washed with soap. Utensils
soiled by iodoform can be cleansed in the
sume manner.—7'exas Courter.

vaoncs, ‘SEDATIVES ~AND ‘Moror
-DrprEssaNts iy MEeNTAL DISEASES.—
Mnke up your mind’ clearly . from  the
symptoms present - whether. your. patient
needs a pure hypnotzc, a general-nervous

sedative, or a simple motor depressant -
before you use any of these drugs. -
Paraldehyde is the purest and least
harmful hypuotic yet introduced when
the insomnia is marked and intractable.
Urethan and sulphonal cannot compare

‘with it. Opium and chloral have special
.dangers and disadvantges.

Use the bromides as accentuators and
prolongers of the effects of other drugs,
and in order to be able to employ smaller
dozes than otherwise.

A combination of cannabis indica and
the bromides is the best and least harm-
ful of general sedatives. ,

Hyoscine is the best pure motor de-
pressant, but it needs care.

We never should narcotize an insane
patient or one threatened with mental
disease.

Itisas dant,erous to use more nnodyn&s
by the mouth or subcutaneously to re-
lieve mental pain, as to subdue ‘bodily
pain by these means only, perhaps more so.

It is generally far better therapeutics
to enable your patient to bear his mental
pain and, the effects of his insomnia by
improving his general -nervous “tone and
the nutrition of his body than merely to
produce quiet and sleep by drags.—Amer.
Jour, of Am. 8

Prystcar, TRAINING I¥ G. 1.8 SCHOOLS.
—At the second general meeting of the
Bristol and Clifton Branch of the Teach-
ers’ Guild last week, Dr. James Stewart,
B.A., in presence of a.large audience,
read a paper in which he advocated
making it compulsory on all pupils in
girls’ schools, just. as in boys’ schools, to
go into the playground and play such
games as cricket, rounders, baschball and
the like. This, he urged, would be
healthier than monotonous walks thmugh
streets or along country roads, and. ‘more
conducive to the development of both
mind and. body. .Girls whilst at play
should wear cricketing suits - made of
flannel, eschewing all. such. abomma.tlons
as corsets, to wear which whilit, vomg
through . any gymnastic . .exercise 'was
simply .- courting death, .. whether . the
wearer be ' woman or girl. An animated
discussion ensued, in which several ladies

‘took part. .
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INFLUENCE OF WATER ON OBESITY.—
Dr. Lorenzen, of Erlangen, says the
Berlin correspondent of the Medical Press
and Circular, has been discussing the
influence of liquids on obesity. The Grst
experiment was made on himself. For a
period of nine years he drank a large
quantity of Erlangen beer daily. On
stopping the liquid his weight fell four-
teen pounds in seven days. If, however,
more. water was taken, but without
aleohol the weight increased again.

" Within five weeks he reduced himself to

- the extent of twenty-three pounds, the
‘chest_muensurement diminished by two
and thrée-fourths inches, and that of the
abdomen by five and one-fourth- inches,
and the difficnlties attending respiration
disappeared. Similar experiments carried
out on colleagues who were likewise
heavy men, had similar results. The
disappearance of fat on the withholding
of fluids he endeavours to explain on the
hypothesis that the cells whose province
it is to decompose albumen, when a large
quiantity of fluid is taken, expend part of
their energy’ in the cumbustion of fat.
The fat they.consume is replaced by fat

. 'from the tissues.

SaccEARIN IN THE TREATMENT OF
TarusH.—The entifermentative action of
saccharin suggested to Dr. Fourrier, of
Compiegne, its use in the treatment of
the uent and troublesome affection
due to the presence of the oidium albicans.
He has tried it in ten cases of thrush
following on measles, applying a solution
‘of saccharin by means of a brush. In
eight cases the milky patches disappeared

'in from twenty-four .to thirty-six hours;
in only two cases i they persist as long
as three days, and the delay was then
probably due to imperfect mopping out
of the mouth.. He made a solution of
one part of saccharinin’ £fty of alcchol,
and used a teaspoonful of this’ aicoholic
solution in half a glass of water, applying
it four ‘or five times daily. He points
out that & stronger solution is apt to
prove: irritating, and. is ‘therefore to ‘be
avoided.——Medical: Press end Circular.

AXTIPYRIN IN NERVOUS AFFECTIONS OF
tae Eve—Dr. R. Rampoldi (4nnali di

Ottalmologia), in a case of amblyopia
from secondary absolute glaucoma, as-
sociated with occlusion of the pupil and
of the anterior chamber by total posterior
synechiw, performed an irridectomy, with-
out any relief to the pain. As the patient
refused to submit to enucleation, and as
his suffering was intense, antipyrin was
given in doses of three grammes daily.
After the second dose the pain entirely
ceased, and did not recur.

Cuorea CURED BY ANTIPYRIN.—Le-
groux (Berl. kL Woch.) considers that
antipyrin in doses of fifteen grains three
times a day is the most effectual remedy
in chorea. He thus cured six cases
within a month. Grun (Centrbl. fur
Nervenheilk., 148) and Lilienfeld (Cen-
trbl. fur die Med. Wissensch., 1888, 748)
also report on tbe good effect of this
drug.—London Med. Recorder.

Dr. Orousroy, of Edinbargh, kas pub-
lished his experieace with paraldehyde.
He likes it far better than any other pure
hypnotic. Very often the patient is
asleep in five minutes after the'drugis
given, It is very rare that it produces
disagreeable effects. It does not interfere
with the apatite for food next morning,
ner disturb the stomach or bowels. In
some cases it restores to the brain the
habit of sleep, and it may be discontinued
without leaving a drug habit. The doctor
found it of no use, but rather injurious,
when given in the day time. The dose
varies largely sccording to the caze. Too
small doses are apt to excite the patieat,
He begips with 40 minivms to 3i and
goes np to 3ii. in ordinary cuses. In
very many cases of confirmed insomnia,
in melancholia, and in acute manis, three,
or even four, drachms are required.

A wnter in the London Med. Press
states that when an impassable urethral
stricture exists, and the surgeon, after
performing extsrnal urethrotomy, is un-
able to find the urethral opening, supra-
pubic tappieg can be. done, and the blad-
der catheterized from behind, forwards.
The sound is passed forwards to the
strictare, another instrument passed from
the front, and the intervening stricture-
tissue incised.
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CORROSIVE SUBLIMATE SOLUTION.—13
grains of corrosive sublimate dissolved in
one quart of water gives a solution of 1
in 1000.

Axoraer USE FOR THE PHONOGRAPH.—
While the drepest tone that our ears are
capabié ‘or recogpizing is one containing
sixteen vibrations a second, the phono-
araph will record ten vibrations or less,
and can then raise the pitch until we hear
a reproduction from thew. Similarly,
vibrations above the highest rate audible
to the ear can be recorded on the phono-
graph, and then reproduced by lowering
the pitch until we actunlly hear the record
of those inaudible pulsations.

A PHOTOGRAPHING- CHONOGRAPH.—M.
Jeon Esquine, a Mexican, it is stated, has
perfected a wmarvellous inveuntion in
electricity and photography. By speaking
in a photophone transmitter, which con-
sists of a highly-polished diaphragm, re-
flecting a ray of light, tiis ray of light is
set into vibrations, and a photograph is
madeof it on a traveling band of sensitized
paper. . Now comes the wonderfal part.
If the Image of this photographic tracing
is projected by mepans of an electric arc or
oxyhydrogen light upon a selenium
receiver, the original speech is then heard.
It is evident that there is no limit to the
development of this peculiar combination
of methods. This is very important—if
true.

A House-rry EpiDEMIC.—A common
appearance upon window panes in autumn
is that of dead flies, each surrounded by
a cloudy spot. These insccts are the
victims of a bacillus or microscopic fungus,
whose scientific name is Empuse muse,
which is nearly related to the mould which
attacks bread, and also to the sitk-worm
fungus so much dreaded by silk culturists.
In autumn the spores of Empuse muse,
floating in the air, come in contact with
the soft bodies of the flies, into which
they sink their roots, or, rather, develop
that branching, net-like growth known as
wycelium. As the growthextends through
the body the insect loses the power of
ﬂ{ghb, and - settles down to-die. oun the
window pane. The fungus continues its
growth in'the dead body and scatters:its

spores in all directions, forming the cloud-
like spot which surrounds the insect.
Other flies visit the pane, and the spores
find ludging between the abdominal:rings
and in other unprotected parts oftheir
bodies, and thus the disease spreads,
sometimes to an enormous extent—
Popular Science News.

SuLPHONAL in night-sweats is reported
upon favorably by Dr. Bottnich in the
Therap. Monatshefte. He administered
to a lady, eighty years of age, who had
passed many sleepless nights, fifteen
grains of sulphonal as a hypnotic. She
had snffered from such profuse night-
sweats that she was frequently compelied
to change her night-dress twiceduring
one night. The sulphonal had the effect

- of rapidly stopping the sweats, and farther

investigations proved that in most cases
night-sweats could be overcome by taking
thirty grains of snulohonal at bed-time.

To SOFTEN AND“: PRESERVE THE
SurceEox’s Haxps.—Meyer recommends
careful washing with some casily foaming

soap, and, following that; one -of thése
ointnents:— RS
R Lenolin pariss., o B
Vanillin . oLirigh, s,
Ol. rosw, gt j.—M.
R Lanclin, .- . 3
Paraflin liquid, _ 3vi.
Vanillin, .. .- gr. iss
Ol rose, . J—M.

—Berlin Klin. Wochens., No. 2, 1889.

Brarx ExrrLoRING—By Dr. SoucsHoN.
—In view of the frequency with which the
presence of abscesses, cysts, and effusions
are found, post-mortem, in the brain, in
situations in which they might have been
reached by the aspirating needle, he con-
siders capillary exploration a simpler,
readier, and less dangerous method .of
searching for such fluid collections within’
the skull .

He proposes that, after the hair has’
been snipped from the selected spot by
sharp scissors, and  the scalp has been
readered - aseptic, ‘a -hole: shall be- made
through the soft purts of the scalp witha

‘sharp-pointed aseptic bistoury. ' Through

this, the bit of a watchmaker’s drill .is' to.
be introduced, and a hole drilled- through
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the skull, the bit being guarded to prevent

" it penetrating into the brain substance.
This bit being withdrawn, the needle
of a hypodermic syringe (fzcice as large as

the ordinary needle) is to be introduced.

into the brain: 7. a tunor is present, the
needle will convey a feeling of resistance;
if no:solid tumor is present, the needle
must be gradually forced more and more
deeply into the brain, the piston being
"vetracted at intervals in order that any
liquid at the point of the needle may be
withdrawn and examined. Dr. Souchon
has convinced himself by experiments on
dogs that such ajprocedure is quite safe.
He points out the advantage, that several
points in the brain may beexplored at
the same sitting, - T'e think= the day wiil
come when the skwl will be drilled in

cases of cerebral hemorrhage, and the’

bloud aspirated herve as in other situations.
The editor of the Md. Med. Jour, says:
If Dr. Souchon’s suggestions prove to he
reliable, the-method willbe of great valoe
in the application of electriz currents to
different regions,of the brain, the insulated
electrodes being introduced through the
drill-holes intaythe brain, and the effects
of the stimulus‘noted, as regards muscular
movements, sancations, etc. This would
lead to gfeat advances in cersbral localize-
tions.=—~Md. Med. and Surgzcal Journal,

SuLpHONAL 1¥ INsomyia.—E. H. Kisch
reports the results of his administration
‘'of sulphonal is 24 cases. The most fav-
‘orable action was seen in 12 nervous
individuals suffering from insommnia, the
result” of ‘various conditions of excite-
ment. -In these a dose of from 7to 15

ins was sufficient, -after one-half to
two and one-half hours, t¢ produce sleep,
lasting through all, or the greater part,
of the night. He admits that the psychic
.influence of the administration of a hyp-
noticmust: be taken into sccount inmany
of these cases. In 6 cases there was no
hypnotic action obtained even in doses of
30 ‘grains.. “In 3 cases—i.e, 125 per
.cent.—unpleasant effects were observed.
‘One of ‘these patients was suffering from
‘hemiplegia, -the: result of an'apoplectic

‘stroke, which-had oceurred & :short. time:

before. " Morphia - had * proved - valueless

in producing sleep, but 15. grins’ of sul::

phonal induced sliep lasting the entire
night. On the next morning, however,
the patient was completely aphasic, and
this condition gradualiy disappeared only
after 8 to 10 hours, the patient mean-
while feeling very weak. The second
patient, after taking 45 grains in divided
doses during the night, felt wretched and
exceedingly weak on the following morn-
ing, and complained of a feeling of great
depression and as though the senses were
leaving him. The pulse was also retarded,
beating ouly 38 in the minute. The third
patient, a man of sixty-two.years of age,
had often used morphi. snd chloral for
sleep without effect. After 15 grains of
sulphonal deep sleep came on, lasting the
whole night. On the next day, however,
the patient was horrificd to find that he
bad had a nocturnal - seminal emission,
the first for over ten years. He also felt
sleepy the whole day, and stupefied, and
could not get up.—DBerlin klin. Wocker.,
No. 7, 1889.

CHLORIDE OF AMMONTUM IN NEURALGIA.
—W. T. Greene, M.D., writes: A gentle-
man recently called at my house,- who
seid he had been suffering from neurslgia
in the head and neck, left side, for fifteen
weeks withcut a day’s intermission, and
that the fain was getting worse. instead
of better. He said that he had been pre-
scribed for by several medical men, with
scarcely any alleviation of his sufferings.
He produced a bundle of prescriptious
which rang the changes upon sulpbate of
magnesia, quinine and iron. I made him
up a mixture of chluride of ammonium,
twenty grains to the dose, which he took
away with him. The next evening the
gentieman called to say that he had taken
what I had- given him, and, for the ficst
time for fifteen weeks, had passed a day
without pain, having felt an improvement

sfter taking the first dose of the medicine.

He for another bottle as he was

.afraid the neuralgia might return, so I

gave it to_him, but he did not take the
whole of it, and has had no return of the
‘neuralgia since.: Chloride of ammonium

is a. very-simple, most valuable, and

strangly neglected . drug, which I have
never kmown to. fail in’ the' treatment of
.neuralgia.—Med. Press, London, Sept. 12



