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Fisceilaeons quticles,

ON PROCURING STUDENTS OF DIVINITY.

7o the Editor of the C’m:c’idid;n United Presbyterian Magazine.

Sir,—Impressed.as I am with the great importance of procuring alarger
supply of native ministers for our church, T cannot but take a deep interest
in the movement now made to raise'a’fund for aiding and encouraging
Students of Divinity; and if delights me to hear that the scheme is meeting
with acceptance and support:in our congregations. Nothing can be farther
from my object, at present, than to'abate In the least the interest taken in
that measure, which I.sincetély hope will he vigorously and wisely prose-
cuted, and will, under God’s blessing, subserve the object cortemplated.
At the same time, I think otheér means, and means of anothér kind, shoild
be diligently used along with the above. ‘I feel disposed to place great
dependance.on means of a strictly moral nature—trirth and duty assiduously
and closely pressed. on the undérstanding aud the conscience. And I hope
to be excused for saying, in the friendliest spirit, that T am humbly appre-
hensive the pulpit has been sfmiewhat af fault in this matter. So far as
my observation extends,.thei'e has been less both of preaching and public
praying on the subject than there ought. I can scarcely imagine afiything
so well fitted to lead a reflective and.pious young man to devote himself to
the ministry, as hearing it habitually bréught forward in the solemn services
of the sanctuary, as an indispensable part of Christian duty, binding not onr
all, but clearly and indisputably on some, of the disciples of Jesus—on those-
who by reason of the endowments bestowed on them by the Head of*the-
Church, and the f:gomblé_ circumstances in which He has placed them,
have a special aptitude for the office. I cannot but believe also thatif this
duty were constantly and, earnestly urged on_the hearers of the gospel,
patents, and others having influence over such youngmen, would be induced
to exért it in a way fitted t0 turn them in the direction of the miiistry.

I have heard it alleged that this topic could but seldom bé introduced’
into, the pulpit, without dragging it in, in a forcéd’and unnatural manner,,
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290 ON PROCURING STUDENTS OF DIVINITY.

which of course would be injurious. On that point I do not profess myself
to be a competent judges but the allegation rather surprises me. To
speak only of the “ improvement’ of sermons, which some say is the most
important part, what seéms xjore tidtural’ there, than exhorting men to
manifest the sincerity of fliéir faith o the doctrines' of the gospel, and the
genuineness of their love to the Saviour by devoting themselves to his
service. Various depart ents of: service: might; from ;time -to-time, be
condgietnded on, :and: might; bt ‘gh(}'lrvt ux\l{o 5 the ministry R pietty. frle:
qiehily" mentionéd -dimong “thé “tuniber. * ‘

P Rad ig more bubl Zahd:
appropriate than to inculcate imitation of Jesus Christ? And was nothea
minister 7  'Was not hé sent o bear witdess unto the truth? Was not he
habitually. occupied, in: preaching the ¢ospel, and promoting the morgl and
veligious welfare of mankind? Or, once more; what so fit and proper to
be urged on the hcaters of the gospel, as obedicice to the two great com-
mandments on which hang all the law and the prophets—to love the Lord
our God with all our hedrt and soul; and’ mind; and sfrengfh, and to love
our neighbors as ourselves? Now, what more easy than to shew that among
the many ways of displaying such love, there is none more direct or likely
to be more cffective and fruitful, than devoting one’s life to the furtherance
of the gospel of the grace of God, which at once brings glory to Him in
the highest, and at the same time promotes most certainly and abundantly
the real good of men both here and hereafter 13

But, supposing all this based on misapprehension, still I am at a loss to
understand why we so seldom hear 1t made matter of_supplication by our
ministers in the pulpit, that God would dispose the hearts.of such as he
may approve, to give themselves fe serve Hiii in’ the wospel of Hiy Son.
Almost every minister, in some part of the public service, offers tp suppli-

. catlons, for the furtherance of the gospel, and for a tlessing on those engaged
in proclaiming it. Would it not be natural to subjoih a petition that dn
additional sup}ﬂy‘ of laborers might be sent forth unto the Harvest? The
efficacy of prayer for good and holy objects, is surely not doubted. We
often hear, and for my own part I Believe, that it proves effectual in two'
ways—direct and indirect, It is a divincly appointed meaiis of bringing
down blessings. What Iess could our Lord mean whe lic said “ask and
it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened
unto you {”’  But besides this, the fitness of ptayer to operate in_dn indi-
rect, or reflex way, is quite obvius., It is & very impressive ‘and solemn
mode of presenting truth and duty o, the mind ; "dnd@ fron, the continued
and unceasing reiteration of that, ,s',u}r,é%jz, good effects may be expected, in
duc time, though. that may nop e immédiately, nor even specdily. et
us, imitate the hushandian, who ploweth and soweth in hepe, and whit-
eth for the precious, frult of thie-earth, and 'Hz}‘tl_i,,‘lbgg' .patience forit, I
observe that in the States, if 15 ot unusual, with some denofiivfions, to
appoint seasons and meetings for the specific ‘purpose of intéleeding with
God, that e would youchsafe to His Church a due supply of pastors afid
tdachers; “To-that I kniow of no solid objestion, bui I would plate fat ors
dependance’ on the, ordinary esércises of fhe sinctiAfy from Sibbath o
Sabbath all the yearwound: y. 7 T T Y

1 shall deeply, regret, Sir, 1f anything Thaye said is fitted fo belofféngive.

But if the subject to which I have réferred is Tabitually excluded frohi the
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pulpit, (and so far as my ohseryationgoes, it is so in a great measure) ong
15 almost tempted to conclude either that our ministers are not much’ econ-
cerned apout our destitution of students and preachers, or that they do not
sincerely and practically believe:in - the efficacy of preaching and praying
for the attainmént of spiritual pbjects. 'Ne,ither supposition is pleasant.
S s
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About this time (1770) the venerable. Mr. Adam Gib of Edinburgh was
anxious to carry a‘motion in the.Synod; in the form of an extended Overture,
with a view to publish an-Act,*hearing.their homologation, and constant pro-
fession of the whole state and.management of the Secession Testimony,” as
set.forth in various documents, emitted from time to time by the Synod. He

.....

.agsigned the following reasons, for; this, motion—1. Being more than thirty
years since the standard of the, Sacession was reared, it was necessary to re-
fresh the minds of the present generdtion with a new and complete declaration
of, the character anl designs,of. their-Churchs;. 2. . Much opposition was made
to-their Testimony by theiy separating. brethren,and, their congregations’; and
3. A few years ago, an atiempt.yvas.made by these brethren to effect a union
with this Synod, on a-propospl-which, would bhave been a virtual dropping of
their whole Testimony, which, being keenly taken up by the people, led to
many. disorderly meetings on both sides. : :
For these reasons, chied , it seemed to Mr. Gib to be high time for the Synod
to make a stand, by viu&icaj;;ng their position.asa Church, and correcting that
spirit of neutrality about.the necessity of their.Testimony, which.prevailed
with many of the presexit generation. .The Synad, after considerable discus-
sion, agreed toproceed with this.Overfure. But as they did not enter into its
details, as Mr.&ib wished, he had occasion fo protest against some of their de-
cisions, and was dissatisfied. with, the steps-they took in'regard toit. ~ "7 °
The sceming indifference which the Synod manifested about this Overture,
with some other.occurrences af this period, induced Mr. Gib to discontinue his
attendance on the Synod for a tyme. At the-Spring meeting in 1771, the Syned
findjng that he had not taken his seat.among them, sent a request for his at
_tendance. 'When Mr. Gib appeared,;they inquired into his reasons for absent-
ing himself. , On this, Mr. Gib.gave: in a.paper, in .which he expresses him-
selt’ to have been aggrieyed, . for,some time, with the Synod’s procedures, so
that he did. not,gs,ea%xpm e cpuld | be, useful among them, that the grievances,
which, ho did.not wish t0, particularise, were such.as required some satistac-
tion ; that he was willing to pup up with anything he would feel a shadow of
satisfaction, and that the least mensure of this was to get his representation
engrogsed in the minutesof Synod, - - N
After some discussion, the -Synod agreed.to,engross Mr. Gikjs.paper. At
the same time, they expressed-their dissatisfaction with him in having so long
concealed his scruples, and in,withdrawing from them without having aséigaed
any.reason. R R T S e tehes
s\hen the Synod met in August, 1771, they entered fully nto ths co
4ion of the.Orverture, and, %&E,@F{ﬂni&ediw,ﬂ discussion, they carried by a.great
majority the motion whigh follows—* That the. Synod Iay aside the Ovgrfure,.

because,. though: they heartily apprové of all our received and sworn-to prin
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ciples, yet they cannot sce the necéssity, pro ribrt , and,_expediency of bring-
ing th’er:r": in{o»guestion, andof"pns@igg ;ét'uch xf)n A?:’t s thé Overture px:opo‘se’%,
while all ithe acts and deeds; mentioned tn'said Overture, are standing sicts and
-deedsin as full foree as when they were ptissed.” Mr. Gib himself, wvith tw
or. three ministers, and twoelders; dissented fiom this deliyerance, '
All along, this Synod took a deep.interest in every scheme of Christian be-
neficence, whether of a general character, or moré¢ immedialely connected with
their own denomination. Ir the year 1772, at the meeting of Synod in Sep-
tember, their attention was turned to the formation of a fund for the relief of
the widows of ministers and their children, when they micht bo left destitute,
The following overture on the subject was introduced into the Synod, and cor-
dially adopted—* That in regard the Word of God,former Acts of the Church,
and even reason itself, require that‘tHe' widows and fatherless children of mi-
nisters should be provided for, in a decent manner, with regard to the neces-
saries of life, the Synod recommend it to €lie sevéral congregations under their
inspe tion, where any of the Lord’s servants have been. or shall be, called off
by death, to make su.ne provision, according to théit respective abilities, for
-their widows and children.  But the Synod-declate, ‘that this recommeiidation
shall be without prejudice to their fornier-Aet, réquiring all their éongregations
to contribute for the provision of the widows énd ¢hildren of its deceased min-
isters, and that where any congregation makes provision for the: widowv or
children of its deceased minister, it'shall, in"that case, be exempt from con-
tributing in conjunction with other corgrégations, acéording to said’ Act.”
Some years after this, it being évident that this grrangement was insuffici-
ent to secure a fund adequate to theimportant object inyiew, other measirres,
which it is unnecessary to specify, were adopted to Ténder it more produétive,
.50 a8 to agcomplish the objects which were contem'plated. o
- About this time, the General Associate Syilogi‘ffpb'k into congiderdtion the
importance of extending their Church among the Gaelic populition in the
northern parts of Scotland ; and with this view theyiuthorized théir Professor
of Theology to lock out for a few students who were fcquainted with the Celtie
language, a1d who were to-be aided and encoitfayed in qualifyivg theniselves
to preach the Gospel in that language. Accordingly, in the-summer of 1774,
Messrs. Howieson and Laing, licentiates, wére sent to'Mbour in the forth of
Scotland, and several congregations were 'soon organizéd iff that part of the
eounitry. , R -
In the year 1778, the Synod were Jed to turn the attention of their people to
the subject of ministerial support; add to recommend greatét: liberdlity in
‘those places, where, with sufficient micans;-it was in some méiisure neglécted.
It is not to be wondered at that thete should havebeen oceasion, at thitpériod,
to inculeate this duty ; for the voluntary support of the Gospél was ‘then new
in Scotland ; and gs those who belonged to the Secession, Both' ministerH 4nd
people, had mostly been brought up in the Establishment, the' poatter-of sup-
porting divine ordinanges, according to the Scriptgml lav, had ngver been
seriously considered. It was'eéven commnion at this pérjod for ministers fo ex-
hort. their people to pecyniary liberdlity, as in'théir present cirbymstances as
a.Church, ordinances could not otherwise be supported—etvidently implyin
that they regarded legal support as lawful, and eXpected &t soré futaré peri
to obtain it—that they considered their former state ds the rule, and théir pre-
gent s the-excoption. In the origin and early prégress of the “Secession, fin-
ancial matters had no influence ; and although these could riof be iiltogether
cverlooked, yet acting on the Saviour’s precept; the godly and disinterested
founders and other fathers of our Church sought first the kingdom of God’and
His righteousness, believing that all these things would be added unto' them.
And they wexe not disarpomted; for, in general; they were comfortably pro-
vided for ; and any negligence wasin places wherd thé peoplé were willifig, bt
“¢ither anable, or, from their ‘circumstances in life; did:-not‘ddvertto tlie neces-

<
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sity of greater exertion. The most of the people who formed the Secession
were the godly of fhie lower ranks of society, anid were incompetent judges of
the amount necessary for the support of their ministers in the station in which
they were obliged to move. Lo plain peoplé living by their daily labour, £160
a year appeared to be a large income. T iecollect of a pious tradesman who
had a salary of £50, to support his fariily, wlho conscientiously objected to
raise his minister’s stipend from £150 to £200, because, judging from his own
expenses, he was satisfied that the minister had enough, or more thaun enough
already. [ recollect of another case, where a very worthy man, in one of the
larger cities, devoted to his minister, objected to raise his stipend to £300 per
snaum, which was not more than adequate, because he thought it would be
injurious to his pastoral fidelity to make him a companion for princes, It was
from ignorance and inexperience on the part of the people, and not from par-
simony, that the stipends were often inadequate. :

it was quite different in the late Free Church movement. By that time dis-
sent was common, and even in a worldly view was not disreputable ; and the
ministers of the Secession congregations, and of other denominations, especi-
ally in the larger cities, had incomes which could bear comparison with those
of the Kstablishment. Society was much advanced, and the minds of the people
in general more enlarged. Besides, the Disruption brought away from the
Establishment multitudes of the more wealthy and influential classes, and
even some of the nobility ; and the matter of ministerial support was at once
made an essential element in the movement, This was all right. But as
that early period, when the Secession arose, it was unattainable ; for the first
Seceders did not come out, but were thrust out, of the National Church. They
were, however, in part to blame, as being too delicate with the people about
the means of support. I am not sure if Mr. Wilson of Perth lived to receive
anything in the way of stipend from his people. His death took place during
the second year after the ministers of the Associate Presbytery were finally
deposed ; and a document in possession of the writer, who is a descendant of
that venerable mirister, seems to intimate that his legal support was made up
to his fam:ly by the Town Council of Perth after his decease., Mr, Moncrieft,
his neighbour and friend, being an independent landed proprietor, refused to
take stipend from his people, which, though well meant, was calculated to
have, and actrally was afterwards found to have, an injurious influence on his
congregation, in regard to the support of his successors. It is sdid that Mr.
Erskine, of Dunfermline, with one of the largest congregations, actuiilly died
in debt, from the inconsiderateness of his people, to whom it had not océurred
that it was their duty to provide for his ample support, and who could have
done it without an effort.

These remarks will serve to show how it happened that the Secession, in
gome quarters, were behind in the support of their ministers, It was this that
led to the present discussion in the General Associate Synod, and to the re-
commendation which was issued. Of this the following is the tenor:

¢ As it hath pleased God, by the foolishness of preaching, to save them that
believe; as a Gospel ministry is a standing ordinance in the Church, appointed
by ourGo:t and Redeemer ; and as our Lord hath ordained, that they who preach
the Gospel should live by the Gospel—it becomes the duty of every Church,
and has been the practice of every pure one, to take care that this ordinance
of Christ be observed, and his laws respecting it obeyed: And whereas it is
apprehendod, that there are various congregations under the inspection of this
Synod, which are greatly defective in supporting the Gospel among them, ac-
cording to their numbers, abilities, and engagements in the call which they
subseribed to their ministers:

¢ It is therefore humbly overtured to the rev. Synod, that they would take
this matter into their consideration, and that an Act be made by them to the
following purpose, or with such alterations and amendments as shall bg thought-
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necessary—1. That the Synod appoint the several Presbyterios under their in-
spection, to inguire into the state of every congregation in their hounds respee-
tively : 2lso, how the Gozpel is supported in each of these congregations, ac-
cording to its number and abilities. 2. That the Presbyteries be aps)ointed,
also, to inquire how public charges about sacramental solemnities are defrayed
in the said congregations, and what is usually done for that purpose. 3. That
the Presbyteries be further appointed to inquire, whether in those congrega-
tions where no %Iebe is provided for the minister, anything is done by the
people towards furnishing him with o horse, in his attendance u%on Preshy-
teries, Synods, and sacramental oncasions. 4. That the several Preshyteries
be enjoined to toke effectual care, that the Probationers under their care he
properly supBOtte‘d by the congregations, where they are appointed by them to
preach. 5. That every Presbytery be appointed to bring a minute of their
pro&:ee’(’iing in this matter to the first meeting of Synod, after such Act shall be
mado. '

It 'wgg, about $his time that the British Parliament passed an Act ¢ for better
reguldgi_ﬁ%;- the Government of Quebec,” where a legal establishment had been
given fo.the Roman Catholics in Lower Canada, At tho same time, certain
statutes’ affecting the Roman Catholics in England had been repealed, whereby,
on taking & certain oath, they were permitted to exercise freely the rites of
their religion, and to organize schools for the instruction of their children.
These proceedings produced alarm among serious people, and especially among
the Seceders in gcotlgxid, as giving encouragement to Popery, both at home
and gbroad. The General Associate Synod, therefore, appointed a Committee
to prepare o Testimony against these measures of Government. In this docu-
ment these ehactinents are characterized * as inconsistent both with the.prin-
ciples of our holy religion, and with the safety of the State; and as having a
tendency to weaken the Protestant interest, by reviving and sttengthening a
Popish. faction—the irreconcilable enemies of the Protestant religion and liber-
ties ; inconsistent with the duty of Christian and Protestant rulers; contrary
to the,laws of God, greatly dishonouring to the Redeemer, and a further pro-
gress in the public and national apostacy from the Reformation.” The Synod
likewise.declare that they ¢ detest the principle of persecution for conscience’
salke, or of denying the enjoyment of natural rights to such, whose principles
or practice are not inconsistent with the peace and order of ¢ivil society. But
they. eannot consider those who own unlimited subjection to a foreign head,
namely, the Roman Antichrist,—who believe in the infallibility of a Church
which has decreed it lawful to keep no faith with those whom they call here-
tics—who believe in the pawer of the Pope to absolve them from all allegiance
to princes, and in the doctrine of papal dispensations, ‘or jesuitical equivoca-
tions—and whose known principles are destructive to'the civil and religious
rights of mankind; they can never consider such persons as entitled to such
public favour, or that they can be viewed as good or faithful subjects of any
Protestant State, notwii;hstanding any oaths they can swear to the contrary.
On account of the idolatry, blasphemy, and persecuting cruelty, inseparable
from that religion, do they give this testimony against it.” ’

Certainly there was good reason to object to the legal establishnment of the
Catholic religion in Lower Canada. Bat although they ssw it not, there was
equally good reason to object to the establishment of any religion, whether true
or false, in any country. And although the grounds on which they protest
against the répeal of tho laws in England, which had deprived this class of
British subjects of their natural rights and liberties, are true, yet the alteration
of these laws was a measure of enlightened policy, on the part of the Govern-
ment, which ought to have been commended. The mistake of the Church was,
that although they detested persecution, yet they did not see it to be persecu-
tion to prevent even Roman Catholics from worshipping God according to their
consciences. The protest should have been, not against the Government, but




REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 295

against the Catholics themselves ; and iwhilst they should have commended the
repeal of all such laws, they should have held up the duty of Government to
punish not only Roman Catholics, but Protestents of every name, not for reli-
gion, but for any civil offence, even though committed under pretence of reli-

ion. ~But it was the fault of the age, more than of the religious persons who
lived in it, to'imagine that it was right to check error, whether real or sup-
posed, by civil disabilities. This, however, has been found the very way to
Freserve and advance the system thus onres.‘ied, and it is now very generally
elt and acknowledged to be the best policy, as it is in accordance with the na-
tural rights of men, as woll as with religious liberty, to leave all classes to
profess and practise what they please as Christianity, provided they do nnt
trespass on the civil rights and privileges of socioty. On this subject, although,
perhaps, this Church were farther advanced than others, yet they had much
tolearn, But the time of their full enlightenment, on tho great subject of
civil and religious liberty, though now approaching, had not arrived.

(7o be continued.)

Tieviews of Wooks.

Waar 15 CanviNisM? Or the Confession of Faith in Harmony with the
Bible and Common Sense. By the Rev. WiLrzam D. furs, D.D.
Small 12mo, pp. 260. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication.
Sydney Smith calls Scotland the “land of Calvin.” That isa désigna-

tion, we are sorry to say, not applicable to Cdnada. Omitfing Roman

Catholies, who, even in the Western Province, ¢compose a large proportion

of the population, it is not to be disputed that, among Protestants, taking

in all the sections, Armintanism decidedly bears the sway. Were this the
result of the truth being fairly and candidly presented on both gides, we
could, of course, have nothing to complain of ; and should think of no re-
medy, but clear, forcible, and endlessly re-iterated statément of sound doc-
trine, adorned by the holy lives of its advocates; together with fervent,
persevering prayer that the Spirit of truth may be vouchsafed to lead men
into the truth. 'We desire no victories but such as are gained by the
armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left. It may easily

be believed, however, that, as in most other places, so especiallyina .

country like this (such as this has hitherto been), there is, partly through

ignorance and misapprehension, and, still more largely, through prejudice
and partizanship, abundance of misrepresentation on the sabjéct in question.

We know that Presbyterians are charged with misconceiving 2nd carics-

turing Arminianism. That the allegation is wholly without foundation, it

would probably be rash to deny; and we shall make no attempt to justify
or palliate the wrong wherever it can 'bé shown fo exist. But sure we are
that Calvinism suffers most grievously from the distorted and utterly hide-
ous perversions of it that are very generally exhibited. Almost as certainly
as you will hear from a Mahometan, that there is one God and Mahomet is
his prophet, so certainly will youhear from one of the léss educated votaries
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of Arminianism that this is Calvinism, namely, thatif a man be elected he
‘will be saved, let him be as wicked as he please; and that if not elected
he will be damned, let him be as holy as he may. '

.We are led to make these remarks, from finding that onc of the first
‘topies taken up in the little volume before us is the ¢ Misrepresentations
of Calvinism.” And the author does not bring forward the unguarded,
reckless sayings of ignorant and obscure individuals, but formally quotes
the Doctrinal Tracts published at New York, in 1850, by order of the
General Conference of the Methodist Church; and unless he be himself
guilty of the very garbling and forgery which he charges on the Tracts, we
must say that these are most disreputable productions, and that the sooner
the Methodists of Canada repudiate them, the better for their own respect-
ability. Passing over a variety of instances adduced, in which there is,
along with the grossest unfairness, extreme negligence and carelessness,
reference being made, for example, to the ¢ Chapters” of the Catechism, and
sentences being given asfrom it, while neither these nor anything resembling
them will be found there—passing much of this sort, the author (speaking
of Trazt No. 8, as we understand,) says :—

“QOn page 8, I find a reference to Calvin’s Institutes, chapter 21, section 1.
Calvin’s Institutes consists of four books, and these books are divided into
chapters and sections. As the Y‘articuln.r booi is not referred to in the quota-
tion, I suppose it must he the third thatis intended, as none of the others
contain twenty-one chapters. I havé examined chapter 21, section 1, of book
3, and-can find no such language as is guoted, nor any.hing like it. And,
lest there might be a typographical error in the reference, I examined sections
2 and 3, of the same chapter, and section 1 of every other chapter in the whole
work, and can find nothing of thekind. On page 97, there is another reference
to Calvin’s Institutes, chap. 18, sec. 1, As the particular book is not referred
to, I have examined chap. 18, and sec. 1, of books 1, 3, and 4, the only ones
containing 18 chapters, and can find no language of the kind ; dnd am led to
believe, that there is no such lamgmge in the whole work. '.l"he quotation is
as follows :—* I say, that by the ordination and will of God, A ‘am fell. God
would have him to fall. Man is blinded by the will and commandment of
God. e refer the causes of hardening us to God. The highest, or remote
cause of hardening, is the,.will of God.’ Book 1st, chap. 18, treats of the
manner in which ‘God uses the agency of the impious, and inclines their
minds to -execute his judgments, yet without the leasf stain to his perfect
purity >—and, though Calvin uses some expressions that I would prefer to have

.expressed differeatly, yet no such language as the qiotation, or anything
‘bearing its import, is to be found.”

And again :— :

‘ Another gquotation, equally unfair, I find on the same page; and here, for
the first time, I find the reference correct, though the language is garbled and
misrepresented. It is in Book 1, chap. 16, sec. 3. 'The quotation is as
follows :—‘ Every action and motion of every creature, is 50 governed by the
hidden counsel of God, that nothing can come to pass but what was ordained
by him.” This is made to apply to the actions of men, which would be unfair,
even if the language were quoted correctly ; for Calvin is speaking of God’s
providence over his irrational creatures, and arguing against ¢infidels who
transfer the government of the world from God to the stars:’ and adds as
encouragement to Christians under God’s government, ‘that in the creatures
there is no erratic power, action or motion, but that they are so governed by
_ the secret counsel of God, that nothing can happen but what is subject to”his
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Inowledge and decreed by hi. will.” So you perceive, that the language is nob
only widely different from the quotsation, but it is on another subject altoge-
ther. On page 176, I find a reference to Toplady’s work on Predestination,
and the following sentiment given as his: ¢ The sum of all is this: One in
twenty, suppose of mankind, are elected ; nineteen in tweunty are reprobated.
The clect shall be saved, do what they will. The reprobate shall be damned,
gv what they can’ Then follow some garbled extracts from Mr. Toplady’s
works ; and an attempt is made, by distorting their meaning, to prove, by
inference, that such is his meaning. I need scarcely tell you, that neither
Mr. Toplady, nor any other Calvinistic writer, ever penned such a sentiment.
It is & gratuitous forgery. The history of it is this: Mr. Toplady published a
work on Predestination, which, though it contained unguarded expressions,
proved the doctrine so clearly, that Arminians felt it was dangerous to their
system. To bring it into disrepute, Mr. John Wesley published o pretended
abridgment of it, which was, in fact, only a gross caricature of the work ; and
yet he put Mr. Toplady’s name to it, as if it was the genuine work. To his
garbled extracts, he added interpolations of his own, to give them a different
meaning, and then closed the whole with the following sentiment: ¢The sum
of all is this: One in twenty, suppose of mankind, are elected; nineteen in
twenty are reprobated. The elect shall e saved, do what they will, the repro-
bate shall be damned, do what they can. Reader, believe this, or be damned.
Witness my hand. A.T. Every word of this was a forgery of his own.
And yet, he affixes the initials of Mr. Toplady’s name, with a ‘witness my
hand,” to make his readers pelieve that it was, in reality, Mr. T.’s language.
You will find this, with other facts in the case, stated at large, in Mr.
Toplady’s letter to Mr. Wesley on the subject, appended to a later edition of
his work. Such facts need no comment. The tract in which I find the senti-
ment again ascribed to Mr. Toplady, was evidently written with o design to
screen Mr. Wesley. But such things cannot be excused, in any way, to hide
their dishonesty, when the facts are known.”

Of this affair we have some vague impressions from other sources, but
not having documents before us, we give the passage just as we find it in
Dr. Smith’sbhook ; and, to say nothing of himself personally, we are slow to
believe that the Philadelphia Board would have given their sanction to
what is not at least substantially correct. Assuming that the case is as
here represented, surely every respectable Methodist in the Province will
agree with us, that it does. no credit to the memory of Wesley, and that
the ¢ General Conference”” would have displayed greater wisdom had ‘they
allowed the. matter to drop into oblivion.

That many of the points involved in Calvinism are hard to be under-
stood, and probably, in some respects, beyond the range of the huiman
faculties, we readily admit. The undue obtrusion of these on the hearers
of the Gospel, and, still more, the injudicious handling of them by pre-
sumptuous weaklings, we exceedingly deprecate. The minister who regu-
larly expounds the Scriptures (and is not that our principal business as
teachers of religion ) never can be wrong in treating of such subjects when
he meets with them in course ; and he ““walks on a pavement of adamant,”
when he gives a fair, grammatical interpretation of the passages which,
from time to time, present themselves; but let him recollect that he has
no warrant and no direct assistance from the inspired writers themse'ves,
for attempting to reconcile all such passages with others equally num rous
and express. All the portions of truth, doubtless, admit of being har-
monized ; but in some insiances, perhaps, God_only knows how;
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and we injure a goud cause by our abortive attempts. As to answering
objections, though that may, in many cases, be done with admirable
effect, yet, in many others, the only wise course we can adopt is to
follow an example of which we need never be ashamed, and say, ¢ Nay
but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God?” The great
features of Calvinism (not of hyper-Calvinism) we hold to be sane-
tiofied both hy Secripture and right reason; and if we cannot, owing to
the limited powers of the human mind, satisfactorily meet every difficulty
with which Arminians may press us, certain it is that we can at least reta-
liate in kind, and overwhelm them with something equally crushing. Let
it be recollected on both sides, however, that such dialectic contests lead
entirely out of the regions of theology into those of pure metaphysies, and
are, in connection with preaching, worse than unprofitable and vain.

In Dr. Smith’s little work, which is in the form of dialogue, thereisa
considerable xange of subjects, the last six sections being devoted to—Ad-
mission to the Church ; Church Government ; Bible Republicanism ; Bible
Presbyterianism ; Primitive Presbyterianism ; and Presbyterianism of the
Reformers. ‘We are not called on to endorse every sentiment it contains,
any more than it fully appreves of all that is in Calvin and Toplady. But
we cordially recommend it upon the whole, especially to such of our read-
ers as may be troubled with the Doctrinal Tracts, directly or indirectly. It
should, at least, enable them to secure for themselves a truce. The volume
may be had srom our friend, the Rev. Andrew ‘Kennedy, of London, or
any other Agent of the Board, for the reasonable charge of 20 cents., or in
bétter binding, for a trifle more.

UAnava; Puysicar, EcoNoaicar Axp Socian. By A. Lituig, D. D.,
12mo., pp. 294 ; Toronto, Maclear & Co., 1855.

This handsome volume is an Essay which was written in competition for
« prize, and duly forwarded to the Executive Committee of the Paris Ex-
hibition, at Quebec; but was returned unredd, on the allegation that the
M.S. could not be deciphered. Towhat extent this sentence was a reason-
able one, we have not the means of judging; we understand, however, the
printers had no particular difficulty in the case; and we kiow that we have
public opinion on our side when we express our deep regret that the work
was prevented from coming fairly under the consideration of the adjudica-
tors. DBut our regret 1s greatly leszened by the publication, and it must be
no small compensation and consolation to the author to receive, as he is
doing, the cordial approval of a very numerous and intelligent body of
readers. Dr. Lillie had previously established his character as a writer on
Canada, and it was well that he felt the favorable reception given to his
former production as laying him ¢“under obligation,” as he says, “to
attempt something on the same subject, fuller and more complete.”  We
very cordially congratulate him on his success ; and were it not that such
a thing would be superfluous, and now too late, we should warmly recom-
mend his book as in our estimation, the standard treatise on Canada—a sub-
ject which is daily becoming more and more interesting and important to
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a fast-extending class of readers in almost all parts of the world, espeoiaily
in Britain. It is true indeed, that no work on such a subject can, in the
nature of things, be other than ephemeral.

It is justly remarked by the aatliof :—

* Canada is constantly outgrowing the descriptions which are being given of
her. The picture which was correct a few years ago thus misleads, if, instead
of being regarded as exhibiting what was, it is viewed as illustrative of what
#. And 80 it will continue to be. Without the gift of prophecy, the produc-
tion now of & work which will be true to the facts of even half & dozen years
hence, is an impossibility. It is only by frequent revisal, bringing them up
every few years to the state of things which has grown up since their first
appearance, that the very hest works can be made to possess & permanent
value as sources of information.”

This is itself no inconsiderable eulogy on the country; and in the mean-
time Dr. Lillie has done what the case admits of ; he has given us a very
full, and, we doubt not, faithful and accurate delineation of Canada as it
now is, in all the aspects in which he professes to exhibit it  Providence,
we hope, may spare him to do equal justice to the subject when it shall
deserve to be deseribed in loftier térms.

The following is the conclusion of the Essay :—

‘“The character of the people of Canada wa cannot dwell upon, though to
omit all reference to it might be deemed an impropriety. Doubtless there are
points in which there is room for improvement, in which it is called for ; but
take them all in all they have little to fear from comparison with any people
with which we happen to be acquainted. The generous-minded stranger who
comes among us has nothing to dread. He will find hére, as he has done
elsewhere, those who will treat liim with affection, dand whoni he will soon
learn-to love and respect. Instead of an inferior character theré is every
thing at work which is cilculated to form o character of a high order.
Recelving, as we do, much of our population from the very best countries of
Europe, weo can hardly help, unless esposed to some specidlly deteriorating
influence, of the existence of which we have no knowlédge, to come into the
possession of a measure of their more valuable qualities. The comfort in the
midst of which the mass of our people live, or to which they feel they can look
forward,—the freedom they enjoy,—the -consclous dignity which the constant
cxercise of important privileges and powers imparts,—the circulation every-
where of valuable knowledge,—and, in association with all, and above all,
the enobling influence, alrcady noticed, of Christianity,—guarantee, on every
ordinary principle, the formation, and will, I hope, secure the development of
a superior character, with its fransmission to the generations by which the
present is to b. followed. . . } )

“Time was, and thit but recently, when if might have been necessary to
defend ourselves aga. .st the charge cf want of enterprise, but no such necessity
exists now ; we shall, therefore, take no further notice of it. Should there be,
by any chance, an individual found, still disposed to clingto the old prejudice,
we would ask him to account, on his principle, for the facts presented i this
Essay, which are under rather than over-stated.

“There are many points on which, wereit allowable, or did time permit; we
would yet gladly touch; but we raust forbear. We ask no man to leavé his
honze, be it where it may, that he may take up hisabode with us. But to him
who has made up his mind to emigrate We say, come; and welcome. If you
bring honorable principles with you, fair capabilities of useful esertion,
including, of course, good health, with a disposition to work on for a time in
hope, we entertain no fear as to your success. For you and yours there is
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room, as well as for us,—a field for the exercise of your powers, profitable
employment for capital if God has bestowed it on you, and a sphere of useful-
ness if you desire to make yourself of service to your race. Should you come
hither, set to work with the least possible delay; and lend us your best help
to carry the country forward to the high destiny which every thing proclaims
to be in store for it.”

We ought to mention that the value of the-work is greatly enhanced by
two large, distinet and, we believe, accurate maps—the one of Canada West,
the other of Canada East. We must say, however, we are a little sur-
prised, that such a publication, so carefully got up, and one partaking so
much of the character of a book of reference, has not only no index, but
not even a table of contents. We hope this friendly hint may be available
for a subscquent edition.

JRisgionary guttlligwm
MISSIONS OF THE U. P. CHURCIHL

JAMAICA.—STIRLING.

The following letter, dated 8th June, of the Rev. H. II. Garnet, describes the
state of his congregation, and intimates that a new out-station has been opened :—

I presume that you will be interested to know something regarding the state
of things at Stirling, and our progress .since I last wrote to you, and I embrace
this opportunity to do so. The condition of the congregation is gradually increasing
and the attendance is better than it has been at any previous time since my residence
here. A few persons among the candidates have been admitted into church-mem-
bership, and the number of candidates has not fallen off 1o any considerable extent.
The very heavy falls of rain have prevented those who live at a distance from
attending regularly, for in some cases the roads have been rendered impassable. 1
am sorry to say that it has been necessary to suspend and to expel some of the
members, either for their connection with, or winking at, the sin of licentiousness—
& sin which is the most common among the people, and the one which, I fear, will
be the last which will be destroyed in the land. These, and other sins which are too
prevalent, arc painful ; but the gracious Lord has given us encouragements which
outweigh these. The influence of the church is unquestionably extending, and our
field is widening.

Some eighteen months ago an aged Scotch gentleman, a native of Dundee, and for
thirty-six years a resident in Jamaica, sent a very cordial invit. * 1 o me to visit
him at his estate, called Riverside, and to preach at his house. 1complied with his
request, and was agreeably disappointed in finding a very large attendance. Several
subsequent meetings were well attended, and from the first he requested me to con-
sider the propriety of opening en out-station in that thickly-populated district.
This I deferred to do at once, as such a measure required mature and prayerful
consideration. On the 29th ult. we had o meeting at Riverside to consider the
matter, and such was tho spirit manifested that we felt justified in undertaking the
work. The vencrable man said that he was very anxious to have the work com-
menced, and that I was at liberty to sclect any spot that was suitable upon the
estate, and that he was ready to give a deed for the ground, and also all the lmmber
tliat was necessary to finish the building. In addition to this he started the sub-
scription with £2. The whole sum made up on the occasion was £11 10s. in
money, and seven weeks' work.,  With this encouragement we agreed to undertake
the enterprise. This gentlemar’s name is Willinm Whitson, and you will he pleased
1o hear that he has taken sittings for himself and family in the church at Stirling,
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and he, with other members of his family, are,candidates. . The distancc of Riyer-
side is six milos. in the mountains,, and is sutrounded by a large population. ' Thie
Rev. Mr. Main of Manchester being with us't9 assist in the Lord’s Supper, which
was celebrated on the last Sabbath, accompanied me to the above-mentioned ieeting.

I returned, yesterday from a megting of .p};)i;ﬁ presbytery which was held at Broivos-
ville. Al the ministers were present, and the meetifig was of the most gratifying
nature. . The roads between Stirling and "Broyasville are in o nost fearful state.
In many places, Jarga'masges of earth have fallen across the nartow paths, and
have rendered the pagsage both dangergus.and difficult. Mr. Curling, our teacher,
had a narraw-escape, while his horse fell down a dreadful precipice to the distance
of twenty feet, but fortunately sustained but litfle injury. The new school at
Townhead has 82, Stirling 70, Industrial 40, pupils on the roll. We are all well.

Since the dbove was in type, we have received the following note from the Rey.
W. Marshall, Coupar-Angus, (Scotland) with the accompanying extracts from aletter
of Mr. Whitson:— -, ) .

«T gend you.tbe-accompanying extract for insertion in the Record, if you shall
gee fit to give it o place there. If is from a letter of the worthy pioprietor of
Riverside, Jamaica ; and it has occurred to mo that your readers mightbe gracified
in perusing if. I inay add, that the friend to,whori the letter was uddressed, and
who has kindly permitted me to take the extract, has, though not of our coinmunion,
espréssed the purpose of putting at least onestonein the church of Riverside, should
the building Le proceeded with.” L -

Extract.—1It is a long time since I, Lidva meiitioned Mr. Garnet's name: lio is 4
very. particular friend of mine; and, when the Weither and my helth permit, I am
of late a pretty regular atender on his midistry 4t Grange IIill churéh, Heis
truly a very pious and worthy man, an’ éxgellent preacher, and greatly respected
by all classes of society. We are very desirous to gct him to officiate occasionally
in this quarter;. and if it is iu bis power, he would'be very willing to doso.. I have
tendered him & site for a chapel here, and I éxpected he would shortly be up to
officinte at my house. He will then be giided in a great measire by what the
residenters have to say ; and if hi¢ find that they are inclined to lend assistance in
raising the building, it would be giving him some encoiragement to go on. Ishould
sincerely hope it may be accomplished; for it would be a very great blessing §
this quarter, 2 greater number being for the Presbyterian than for the Wesleyan
Church. Were it to take place, I believe lLiis intention Would be to preach every
third or fourth Sunday, and once every week on a week-day; biit he says we must
do the best in our power, on the vacant Sundays, to keep the people together.
Besides the church, he has two other chapels to supply; so that he hasa great deal
of work on his hand, in addition to visiting his members.

CAFFRARIA. . .

We give the following extracts from a letter of the Rev. J. F. Cumming, dated
Glenthorn, 4th April, 1855, T

The Converts at Peclton—With respect to the condition of that portion of the
mission in Caffreland, I cannot speak at present from pérsonal observation, as I
have not been therce since Mr. Niven’s departure from the country. From corres-
pondence with, as well as from the visits of, several of our most esteewded riative
agents, I am enabled, however, to understand how matters are going on in that

uarter. - . )

e The larger portion of the people are still at Peelton, uuder the kindly superin-
tendence of the Rev Mr. Bird, of the London Missionary Society, where the work of
the Lord is prospering. At that station, the. population under Christian instruction,
is perhaps greater than at any other in the couniry. The schools for the young are
well attended. And np small gratification, must it be to you to know that the native
teachers of these schools, both English and Caffre, are members 6f our own mission.
Notishi, Pepe, and Dclg, ave thus engaged. " Bat I regret to learn thatthe health of
the two latter is so preearious, that it is uncertain how long they may be able to
continue their labours. They complain of their chests. Toby, one of the elders,
who, during the late war, was bereaved of all hig four children inso piinful 2 man-
ner, is also lingering under the same complaint. The people say that Peelton is too
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Dbleak, and destitute of fuel to be atall héaliby for them. They are under -disdd-
vantages from which otkers are.free, ({ven.wifh‘ all the benefits'yesulting from their
present position. That position they do ndt clearly tundérstind. -~ Although aseo-
ciated with Mr. Bird’s people, they still’ consider tliemselves as belonging to our
Church, They long to have this conne;dﬁbn -confirmed by some instructionsfrgm
our Mission Board, respecting its reglity., Ellers, teachers, and péople are all
united in this point as one men. In' o meémorial diawn up by thém, they have
expressed their ardent desire to be acknowledged by the Bodtd, and have apperited
their names to it. They are aii in the situihtion of % famiily separated from their
accustomed protectors, and cast upon the sympathy of friends in tlieir distress.
They desire to breathe a more independent spirit, sd, that occupying a place of their
owy, they may be better fitted for diffusing fhelight they pbssess amony their more
benighted countrynien. o _ N

The Néw Governor.—Sir George Grey, vur present governor, has recently visited
Cafireland. He seems to inspire the hope that he is destined 16 solve’the Caffre
question, which has bafiled the attempts of so many of his predecessors in office.
tie takes a deep interest in the elevation and Christianization of the native tribes,
1t is said that he has a large sum at Liis disposal for that purpose. He proposes to
erect industrial schools under the superintendence of the various missionary societies
occupying tlie field. To obviate dny dcclesiastical difficulties connected with' the
support of missioneries, he proposes that the silaty of each society’s agent should
be defrayed by the one with which.he may be gonneg‘ted, while the expenses of the
buildings, d4d educational apparatus, be_ ad¥ahced by himself out of the dbove fund.

Sand:lla, the Gaika Chigf.—In the midst of thiese auticipated changes, Dukwana
and Toby have, as opportunities occurred, béen itinerating amongst the Gaikas, by
whom they are reccived with great cordiality. Sandilla, himself, they say, causes
his people to assemble, when they, come to his neighborhood, in order that they may
hear the Word of God from their lips. .So strongi, has the Chief been impressed
with-the manner in which he has been treated, respecting the mission to his people,
that he has declared he will re¢eive no, oflier’ school until he has a satisfactory
explanation given, why his former teachers are not allowed torveturn. The German
missionaries made application to him for a &td, but le refused fhem permission to
commence their labours amongst his people. This point, Sandilla, no doubt, had
in view, amongst others, when he sopght . to have a public interview with the
Getvernor, on his late visit to Caffreland. His excelleney, however, npon that occa-
sion, informed him very considerately, that it wag not bis intention to grant such a
request, as former experience had shoyn, that words uttered at siich meetings were
apt to be forgotten, but now, any gricvancds, or other matters, which he wished to
submit to him, must be in writing, through his appointed officers, and that then,
his reply being returned ir writing, there would be no dispute respecting his inten-
tions towards himself and people, . e .

Church at the Mankazana.—Concerning the Mankazana, 1 desireto be brief. The
little church at Glenthorn, is.a centre of instruction to a large, and, in some respeets,
a destitute neighbourhood. It seems to exercise a pleasing and a hallowed influence
upon many who attend the Sabbath serviges.’ In general, there is a good atien-
daiice, of English as well as of native hiearcrs, especially the latter. The salt, as
well as the leaven of the Gospel, is being felt in the surrounding neighbourhood.
The pative population i very large. It consists principally of those who have
listened to the Word of Life at different. times and in different places. Partially
civilized, from their long continuance in the colony, they are, in some measure.
better fitted to appreciate the value of the Gospel than those sunk in utter ignorance
The fallow ground is easier to cultivate than the unbroken soil. -

On & recent occasion, I was enabled to add to the Church, by baptism, six fem:ile
adults, who have long been under my instractions. The number of inquirers still
upon tho list, has again risen to twenty-two. Of these, some are very hopeful.
They give pleasing indications of progressin aknowledge of Divine things.

Of tho eighteen members of the church, seventeen were present at the Iast dispén-
sation of the Lord's Supper in February for that oceasion. DBocela assisted as an
clder for the first time, since big being set apart to that office. I hiad felt the
responsibilities of tho native population increasing upon me, more especially- on
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account of their scattered condition, many of, them coming a distance of from twelve
to fifteen miles ox.Sabbath ; and on,looking’ sn ‘ound, the nssembled members of the
Chur rch, fixed upon him as flted for that shored bifics, ' "This accorded with my own
opinion, Many years ago, he -was baptized by mo ia Glenthorn church, and lias
ever since exhibited o consig, ept Chnstmn chm'acter, apparently growing in grace,
and in the knowledge of t‘hen aviour. Three elders from Peelton were present at hix
ordination. IHis resxdencc is about twelve miles distant from this, in the midst of
a large population, amongst whom ke holds forth the Word of Life. Hisinstructions
and his exemplary conduct have, I believe been instrumental in awakening, and in
edifying not a few.

At the Cowie, which is four hours mde ﬁom Ahis, I hold service on the last
Sabbath of each month. On the last occasion, it was exceeding'y pleasing to see
the large and attentive native audience assembled under the roof of an open shed.
The few that come along with Bocela, snowball-hke attmct others in their course,
and thus increase the meetmvs conszdembly

Most of those present iwere respecmbly dressed. ope of the beneficial effects of
these meetings to the rude barbarian is, that théy generate feolings of self-respect,
in regard to ‘external appearance. In mahy msts,uces, the trader experiences the
\\oﬂdly benefit of this fecling in the purchases.of clothing, which are thus made.
Alany around are taking notice of this pleasmg exterml chanwe, which is thus being
exhibited.—U. P. Mzsvzona; y Rec ord .

(GOPT MISSION. .

The Rev. C. F. Z\Iartm, an Amerxcan Misgsiondry, Writcs as follows :—

Our main occupation as yet is the Study of thé Arabic. We take a lesson every
day. Our teacher is said to be the Dest Arabic scholar in Egypt; although he
knows very little ‘clse, havi mg a yery slight knowledge of French. He is a
\Lohqmedan, but Iam certain that lys fmth in the détails at least, of the Koran,
is not very strong. We hav. had ‘éome conversation mth him oh astronomy; and
as the Koran teaches In subst:mce the Ptolémaic system, he must needs be a little
cautious about recciving the doctrfne thaf the earth is round gnd moves. ‘He has
_been reading with us selectmns froth the Serlptures, both the New and Old Testa-
ments, and h‘ts seemed cpnsxderably interésted in sonie portions. ' How long it will
be before we can commumcate freer with the pe’ople, wé caninot tell; but you may
be very sure that thé comp]ete acquisition of the Arabic is rio. trxﬁmrr matter. '

Mr. Barnett has a seryice in Arablc every Sabbath morning, at which & very few
attend, but we do not Jook as yet 1 "fér large congregation of natives.

We rccenﬂy obtained a smgﬂ nnmber of Italm.n Testaments, which Bro. Murad
has been selling with some success. ~ We have Just seen Rev. Mr. Loundes, agent
of the British 'md Fox;eln'n bele Soc,léty at \Isﬂta, snd have made arrangements with
him to send us a'fuil supply of BxBles and Testaments of alllmds needed here.

T think I }‘a.ve not pr evxous]y mentlonecl that the slave-trade is abolishéd in
Ezypt; ‘at Teast the nnportahon of hl&ves‘ © A order to this effect wis issaed’by
the Government about tywo months smce Tﬁls wa$ done, 3t is said, ‘mainly thiough
forcign influence. But do nat suppo e tha.t t.he Jmportatlon will cease at oncé; for
thoufrh illegal, o little « bacicshaeh” inds the eyes of the officers of the law here,
and slaves mey, after all, casily coni¢'in. But the tendency of the times herdis, 1
think, against slavery; many are emancxpatma, ;md 1f the importgtion for the niost
part ceases, slavery must gradually diminish.

In speaking of slavery T am reminded of ¥ Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” ‘Tn Alexandria
Brother Murad received from o gentleman g copy ‘of tho Yrork in Armenicn, printed
in Vienna. Ho was afterwards told by the Armcnigh bishop here, that a laxge edi-
tion of this was published at:the expense éo‘f an Armem‘m, who wished its cir culatwn
among Armenians, particularly ih Turl\ey, for the’ express purpose of i injuring the
influence of the American missionaries with that people He wighed to givé them
an opportunity to reply to the missionarids ¥hen “m"*rm'r ‘duty upbn them, "“Physx~
cian, heal thyself,” ‘¢ Purify first the cl?'&rchcs at’ home, thert comé und seck to
cleanse us.” I should have meutxoned thét Brother Murad has already considerable
acqueintance among the Ar menians, and that not long since thie AUyssinian Avi r:xe~
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nian bishop attendod our English service, and expressed himself very well pleased.
e is an intelligent man, and in some rospects not ‘wholly sa’asﬁed with his own

Church.

As to schools, we are not yet ready to ¢stabiith them, but shall do so as soon as

may be.

fully upon it as soon as possiblé, and to be entively plepared in qpmt

We fecl tha€ there is a great work to bé doi'e here, and we desire to enter

Pray for us.

.
v 3

- FEccleginstical Jhotices.

U. P. PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

This Presbytery met on Tuesday Sept.
4th., when a certificate from the Secre-
tary of the Mission Board in Scotland
was presented, in favour of the Rév.

Walter. Inglis, late Missionaty fo the
Bechmmus in South Africa, snd he was .

formally reccived as a Probationer of the
U. P. Church in this Province. Mr.

Thomas C. Chesnut, Student in Divinity,- | -

gave in some Iissays and Discourses
which were approved of, The Presby-
tery adjourned to meet again on Tuesday
16th Oct.

Y. P. DIVINITY HALL.

The Session of the Hall will be opened
in the Mechanices’ Institute, Toronto, on

the16th of Oct., at 7 o’clock P. M, Tho’

examination for Exhibitions, we believe,
will commence next day. The members
of the Committeo on Theological Educa-

tion are respectfully invited to attend.

CALEDON. -
The new U.. . Church here was open-
ed on Sabbath 23rd ult. The Rev. W,

Ormiston of Toronto preached, forenoon |

and . afternoon, with his characteristic
eloquence and vigor, to respectable and
delighted audiences. The fabric is &

neat frame building, capable of contain-
ing 250.; and to the credit of the Con-.

gregatlon, is raised entirely by their li-
berality.

glad to hear they are taking steps for
procuringone. At next meeting of Pres-
bytery they will apply for a Moderation,
and offer £100 stg., asstipend. The tem-
poral circumstances of the people are

rapidly improving, and the facts jliS‘t'

mentioned, show that they are not des<

tituto of spirit and zeal asa congregation. .

May their eyes soon see their teacher,

and:may the beauty of the Lord our God-

be upon them, and establish the work of ,
their hands!

. tion.
1.435 5g. 8d.

They haye been, for some time, :
destitute of a settfled pastor, but we are’

MONTREAT.

‘The Ladies of the United Presbyterian
Church here, have presented their es-
teemed Pastog', the Rev. W. Tayl-r, D.D.,

- with a pulpit'gown and cassock. This is

the third -which that gentleman has re-
ceived-during his long pastorate amongst
them. —Monlreal Pilo:

PRESBXTEBL&N CHURCH OF CANA'DA—STA-
TISTICS.

Hamilton is the Pr eshytery that raises
thelargest amount of money, and Coté
Street Church Montreal, the Congrega-
In the latter case, the sum is £1,-
s The Committee feel that
they are safe in caleulating that the Con-
gregations not reported, raise in the way
of stipend at least £1,000. TLet the
amount thus rmsedT—say £12,500—be
equally divided among the 104 ministers,
and the share of oach would be g frac.
tion over £120. In conclusion, the Com-
fittee cannot close their Report without
advpx:tmg to the short history of our se-
p:}late organization as a Churcli. Eleven
,'years since, the ministérs of the Free
_Presbyterian Church of Canada amount-
ed to 22 ; now they number 104, with a
members}up of 12;000" souls, raising
yearly, for sustentatioii and missionary
. purposes, £25,000, and possessed of pro-
‘perty estimated moderately at £60,000.
The Lord bath done great things for us,
‘and it becometh us to be glad. ——-quort
w E’cclcszaslzcal Record.

HUNTINGDOY, " C.E.

The ladies of the U. P. congregation
of this place, and of St. Michael’s, have
presented their worthy Pastor with over
$68, to purchase for himself a lorse,
This Congregation, though not large, is
animated by an excellcnt spirit, and is
giving indications of progress.

‘.. P PRESBYTERY OF WELLINGTON.

This Court met in Eramosa, on the
25th September. Mr. Robert Dewsr,
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baving gignified his acceéptance of the
Call by the Lake Shore Congregation,
Sydenham, ‘the Presbytery proceeded to
hear himi deliver trial exercises; which
‘were highly approved, and duly sus-
tained, and hig ordination appointed to
take placc on the Wedunesday after the
s2cond Sabbath of October, the Rev. Mr.
Fayctto to preach, and Mr. Torrance to
ordain, and address both minister and
people.  Mr. Inglis was appointed to
serve the edict on the last Sabbath of
September.

Petitions were read from the Congre-
gations of Owen Sound and Esquesing,
praying for a moderation in each, the
former promising £100 stipend at the
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circumstances improved. The prayer of
both petitions was granted. Notice was
given by Mr. Muir that he had moderated
ina Call at Garafraxa, on the 11th of
Septomber, which had come out unani-
mously in favor of Mr. Stuart, but the
Call had not come to hand.

Mr. Duff reported that he had gone to
Garafraxe according to appointment, and
preached and dispensed the Lord’s Sup-
per to the Congregation there.

The Presbytery resolved torccommend
that the Congregations within their
bounds ¢bserve a day of humiliation, in
recognition of the judgments, and of
thanksgiving in recognition of the mer-
cies, of God in the present day.

commencement, and an increase as their

PUBLICATIONS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD AL' PHILADELPHIA.

Lo the Edilor of the Canadian United Presbyterian Magazme

Diar Sir,—In your Magazine for September, you kindly published an article
from my pen on the subject of Colportage, as an important work to which our
Chureb, in connection with other Protestant Evangelical Churches, is ealled in this
country, which requires special efforts for diffusing throughout it sound scriptural
truth, that the spiritual enlightenment of the people may Leep pace with their pro-
gress otherwise, and be a-proper moral safeguard to them. It will be ill for the
present and future population of Canada, as axemarkably fast-growing commumty,
if true Christian knowledge and principle be not spread and rooted over its length
and breudth. It is righteousness alone, real moral goodness based upon -the Gospel
of Uhrist, which exalteth a nation. But righteousness cannot flourish without
heaven-born light and truth Dbeing sent forth, and entering into the hearts of the
people. IHence the vast importance of Colportage, as one means of accOmpliehim
this very desirable end.

The article which was referred to was specnlly mtended forthe consideration of
the office-bearers in our Church; and it is to be hoped that this has not been with-
held. TParticular attention was directed to the publications of the Presbyterian

“Board at Philadelphia, as being rich in that kind of instruction, doctrinal, ccelesi-
astical, and practical, which we believe to be in accordance with the Bnble This
hasbeen followed up by sending a copy of the Catalogue of these Publications to
every minister in-our Church : and my object in requesting you to give this a place in
your next number, is, through you, to respectfully urge the ministers and their
gessions to give the matter a share of their deliber ations. It would be well if they
would see in what state their Sabbath-schools are as to Ca schisms and books for
the young, and what need there is for additions to the Congregational Library. For
both of these interesting departments of religious usefulness, the Prebbytermn Board
‘can supply etceedmvly valuable materials, ata very cheap rate ; inshort, whatever
is required for enabling the Presbyterian people to understand and defi end the whole
system of principles which they professedly hold. There is an especial need for our
striving to give extension to what we are persuaded is Bible truth. There is much
of the land that yet remaineth to be possessed of it; there is still, and will long be,
a great scarcity of good preaching and. good books; there are many districts of set-
-~ tlevs who would greatly prefer Presbyterian mmxsters, and ordinances, and helps,
if they could get them ; and these are very strong reasons why the existing Pres-
byterian Churches should lay aside petty differences, and act umtedly with heart
and haud for the good of theland,
The winter is approaching: the particularly busy season will scon be over; the
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long evenings, with their leisnre for reading, are.at hand: now, then, is the time
to take measuves to provide. and dispense, food for the mind, real food, fitted:to
make it grow in knowledge and in grace, at the samo time, through the blessing of
God.~ The subscriber will be most happy.to assist in this, by executing applications
that may be made to him for any .of the publicationg which are at his commaﬁgl;
and tho sooner these applicntions are made, the botter. Whatever is wanting,lgss
or more in quantity, will be caréfully forwarded with due expedition,

London, C.W., 20th Sept., 1855. " ANDREW EKENNEDY.

P

DISTRIBUTION OF U. P. PROBATIONERS, OCTOBER—DECEMBER, 1856,

PROBATIONERS’ NAMES, Qctobor—4 Sabbaths. |November—# Sabbaths.] Decomber—3 Sabbathe,

Rev. M. L1,2,3;F4 F1; W23, 4. W1,2.3,4; TS5,
W1,23 4 W1,2; B34 ¢ L1,2 3,4, 5.
o T1,2,3; D4 D1,2; T3; 14, F1; B23; L4,5,
s W1,2,38; P4 F1; 123 4 L1,2; ¥3; T4:Ds.
“ L1,2; D3, 4. D1.2,3; Lan4, | Lanl, 2.3; C.B. 4,5.
. W1,2; B3, 4 L1,28 4. F1; D2,83,4,5.
o Stuart e L1,2; F3; CE. 4 CE.1,2; 13,4 T1; W2.38,4.5
“ Watson wewenwss|  Lanl, 2; D 8, 4. W1,238 4 W1,234;F5

Vacancies reported 23 : L—London 6 ; B~DBrant 1; F—Flamboro’ 2; .W—YIVel-
lington 7; T-~—Toronto 2; D—Durham 8; Lan—Lanark 1:" C.E.-~Canada East 1.
(Signed) - JAMES DICK, Con. Commitice.

REGULATIONS.

The Committee for Distribution of Preachers respectfully call the attention
of Probationers and Presbyteries to the folloiving Regulations of Synod passed

at 8¢terdl times, and still

1 force :—

¢

L. ¢That no Preacher shall be ordained or installed, till he have-gqne at
least-once ‘over all the Presbyteries. S

2, “That Probationers under the ingpection of this Synod be, so far as prae-
ticable, appointed by Presbyteries to officiate in the same locality, not Zess than
{wo.Sabbaths ; that during the intervening week they shall be expected to visit
ministerially on two or three days; that one Probationer begin his visitations
where. the former one terminated his; that the Elders or Managers keep in
view the arrangements ; .and ‘that in all cases the Ministeror Pregcher respect

-:the arrangement, and abide by it. - ' . AN

3. “ This Synod resolve and ordain that no Minister or Preacher be allowed
to decline the appointments he hason hand from the Committee of Distribution
at the date of his acceptingpa, call, and that no Preésbytery proceed to the sét-
tloment of such Minister ox Preacher, till said appointments have been fulfilled ;
and further, that the Committee of Distribuztion be instructed not to-extend
their appointments beyond 2 period of thrée monthis. "’ o

" 4, -“Thay although Preachers are urgenily required to supply vacanst congre-
gotions and stations, yet it is reasonable and proper that they he allowed, at
least two-Sabbaths, each, every year, to be.at their own disposal, for the purpose
of .embracing opportunities of observing the Lord’s Supper in congregations
within their-reach. It.ds left with the Preachers themselves and with the
Presbyteries to fix those Sabbaths, when the geveral Preachers might be left
unenmployed, with-a view to tlie’object contemplated.
*5. “That Preachers be enjoined to attend the meetings of the Preshytéries

“in tho bounds of which they may happen to be, so far as practicable; and that
Preshyteries take opportunity of conversing with them, for the purpose of re-
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coiving ihformation; and giving advice and direction; and that Presbyteries
bet tlso ‘enjoined to enforce the laws of thie Synod respecting the daties of
Pregeliers, and that Preachoty be exhorted to a diligent and conscientious dis-
charge of all thi¢ services expectéd of them:* -~ ~ . ,
A (Signed). + JAMES DICK, Con. Committee.

NOVA scoma—APTROXINATIDY OF. PRESHITERIANS. o

In the Scptember No. of the Presbylerian, thé organ of .the Presbyterian Church
in Canada in connection with the Church of, Scotland, yefind the following items of
intolligence :—At the meeting of the Synod of fhe Church of Scotland in Nova Scotia,
heéld in July last, it'was intimated by-the Clerk that the Synod, of "the Freshyterian
Chuzch of Nova, Scotip (United Presbyterian) had appointed o deputation to wdit on
thie Syiod of the Church of Seotland, dnd alsd on the Synéd'of the Free Churgh then
agsexiibled, for the purpose of conveying'a desire to éstablish confidénce anong these
Syndds, and to promote harmony of fecling and action.  The Synod of the Church
of Scotland unanimously. and cordially agreed to receive the deputation, which took
place, accordingly, and some interesting speeches, expressive of mutiial respect and
f -aternal feeling, were deliveréd“on’both sides. It wads theli, on niotion, unaii-
miously regolved—¢¢ That this Synod, heartily concurring.in tlie strong desiré ox-
pressed by the rev. the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotis, in' the
sktrdet minutes communicated by order of said ‘Synod t¢:this Cotrt, and by the
sentiments now uttered in the addresses of the:members ofthe deputation, to whoin
the members of this court have been privileged to listen, Hereby declare themselves
ready to co-operate. in the adoption of. such.steps. as’ to:them may seem proper for:
the establishing of mutual confidence:letween the Synods, and for securing and pro-
moting of harmonious feeling:and action—appoint; 4 Committee to confer with,any,
Committee that may be appointedby the other Synod for the attainment of these;
objects; and instruct the Clerk to send a copy of this Resolution to the Clerk or the:
Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia at ifs earliest convenience.”
Prayer was afterwards offered up, and the deputatiofi withdrew, both parties de-
claring themselves highly gratified by theintcrview,—The, Synod of the Church of
Scotland in Nova Scotia also received very fayoursbly o'suggestion thiat had beén
madd that a closer connection should be forméd amongst all the branches of thaf
Church in North America, and that the several Synods should be united it one Gen-
eral Assembly. From another quarter, we Iearn that at the close of the Synod of
the Church of Scatland in Néw Brunswick, a meetihg wiis held at St. Johu's, when
thie following resolutions were adopted—¢I. That this mceting desire to express
their thankfulness to Almiglity God, for the amount of snecess that has accomparied
the efforts of the Church of Scotland dt home and inf the Colonies, to extend the
ciuse: of the Redeemer, and promote tlie spread ‘of his Gospel; IL That; ag the
Chiargli:of Scotland iusthe colonies has sufféered muchH-from.the want of a sufficient
number of labourers—this meeting express their approbation of the cfforts that have
been‘made, and are making; for raisingup 2 naiive ministry; ITI. That, asthe
successful prosecution of any scheme depends much, under the blessing of-God, oh
combination, this-meeting think it highly desixable, that & closer connection should
subsist.between the several branches of otr Church in Canada, New Brunswick; and.:
Novid Scotia, that their yespective mgasures for the advancement of the cause of.
Chirist,may be prosecuted in concert.” ’ : . Co

. U. r’. PRESBYTERY OF BRANT—MISSIONARY OPERATIONS.

- Phis Presbytery has now, in the Providence of God, all the vacint dongre-
gatiops filled with pastors. This being the case, at a recent meeting, it' was
suggested, that we ought, a3 there was piuch land to be possesséd, 6 look out
for-g new field of labour. The Townships of North and Séutli Bast-Hoje; in
the Coimnty of Perth, were brought to view ag & field in'which, o¥ving to the very
grent destitution of the means of grace, there was an urgént call for ministerial
labour, = Tt was theréfore résolved to occupy this field.
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One of ‘tho brethren of ‘Presbytery, was. soon afterwards sent b thesge
Townships; to make enquiry respecting the circumstances of ‘the peopley-to
ascertain what means of grace they enjoyed; and, when occasion offered; to

reach the gospel. That brother was favoured with a very welcome recoption
rom the people; preached to a considerable audience at Grant’s Corners;
in‘eached- also to & numerous meeting at Shakspore—a rising village on the
Juron Road.  Other brethren have recently preached at these stations, and
found them in & very spirited and prosperous condition. The audience at
each of the stations is considerably over a hundred people.

It is very encouraging to learn, that the people at these stations approve
more of the U. P. Church, than any other Presbyterian demomination; hLér
dvctrine,worship, government, and spirifual independence being, as they believe,
clearly founded on Divine truth. There is likewise at each of these stations,
an individual who has kindly proffered a site gratuitously for a U. P. Church.
A friend in the village of Shakspere, who has recently sold a great nuniber of
building lots there, had reserved three-fourths of an acre as a site for a
church in connection with our denomination. Another friend in the village
of Neithburg, adjoining Grant’s Corners, also offers a site gratuitously for a
church to this station. These stations are ready to be congregated ; and, in
s fow months, we trust, each shall have in the course of erection their own
place of worship. S -

Having received from + ¢ Mission Committee, by request, a missionary to
Iabour two sabbaths in this Presbytery, he was sent, one Sabbath to these
stations—Shakspere and Neithburg. On the week following, he was requested
to explore, as extensively as he could, the adjoining Township of Mornington ;
and to select two stations, at least five or six miles apart, at which he might

reach on the Sabbath. Mr. James Cadwell, the preacher sent, willingly and
rankly undertook the work. He has sent a statement of his labours in
Mornington, which we shall give in Lis own words:— -

* Having fulfilled my engagement in Shakspere and Grant’s Corpers, in
North and South East-Hope, I proceeded on a missionary inquiry to the
Township of Mornington, with a view to ascertain the condition of the people
with regard to the means of grace, and to preach in suitable localities, on
Sabbath the 2nd of September.

I found in performing my woodland visits, a very cordial reception from
the people. Though some, in connéction with the Free Church, contemplato
building a place of worship in the centre of the Township, still there are man
families in the South East and South West parts. of the Township mue
neglected ; and to these I. preached on the. Sabbath above named,in two
different places, to audiences of about seventy in-each place. Those whom
I addressed were deeply -attentive, as I preached to them the words of
life, from Psalm lsxxix. 15; and 2 Samuel xiv, 14, last clause- of the verse.
May the Lord.the Spiri¢ seal His:own precious trath on the hearts -of those
who heard.it;. and cause fruit to appear many days hence. :

It being the harvest season, I found it inconvenient, owing partly to the
shortness of my sojourn, and partly-to the employments of the people, to have
any week-night services as I had hoped to have. Before leaving the Township.
of Mornington, I obtained informastion concerning Elma. Elma is the -Town-"
ship contiguous to Mornington. In this Township there are a great many
Scolch settlers, the most of them Presbyterians, and many belonging to the
U.P. Church ; there is.no Presbyterian minister that visits them: they are
very destitute of the means of grace.  One of the ssttlers, a member of our
Church, expressed to me a strong desire that a Presbyterian minister might
be sent to labour-among them. I would earnestly suggest, that this. newly:
settled Township of Elma;, merits the attention of our Church, and thad .
cecasional supply should be granted in accordance with the injunction: ‘Sow
beside all waters.” ' “JAMES. CALDWELL,”
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Thus Township after Township meets our view, each one, in a great
measure, destitute of the means of grace, and crying out:  Como over and
help us.”  We will go over and help them. As the field widens, wo will
occugy it as extensively as we can.  We have already two Stations in North
and South East-IHope, we have other two in Mornington, and two more in

rospect in Elma. These six stations must be supplied. We will look to the
Mission Committes for' men. ‘ ..

While our brethren in Wellington Presbytery, are nobly and energetically
grasping those Townships which range along Owen Sound, and those also
that stretch into the interior-—-Sydenham, Kuphrasia and Gdrafraxa; and
while our brethren in the Presbytery of London may lay held on tho Town-
ships Ellice, Logan, McKillop, Hulett and Colborne ; we will embrace those in
the middle range, Mornington, Elma, &e. 'Thus we can make a beginning, to
embrace those extensive districts of country, Huron and Woellington. ~To
excite us to action in this misgionary labour, we have before us the command
of Christ, and the necessitous condition of our fellow-men: this is enough.

Paris, September 10th, 1855. . \

[Our readers will be delighted to learn, that the Brant Présbytery has so
hopefully commenced an aggressive movement. There remaineth yet very
much land to be possessed, .and the {i)igantic efforts of other denominations
may well provoke us to emulation, in Paul’s sense of the expression, Rom. xi.
14, In the Edinburgh Witness of the'11th August, there is a letter: signed
“George Burns, D. D., Corstorphine,” which: is chiefly occupied in urging the
claims of New Brunswick, .where the writer states that he laboured for some
timo as the first and only minister in connection with the Scottish Establish-
ment. In that letter, Dr. Burns says, that ¢ Canada is making an immediate
demand of ninety labourers from the field of our Zion,” (Scotland.) This in-
dicates no ordinary measure of energy and zeal. At the same time it bespeaks
an unsound and unheslthy state of things, that Canada should have to seek
her labourers, at least so large a portion of them, from other fields thau her
own, Our Hall, at the close of last Session, furnished only two students for
license; and Knox’s College, we understand supplied just the same number.
We may at present state, that of the five labourers, whom the Mission Board
of our Church in Scotland lately engaged for Canada, the two who have'not
come out, need not now be expected. e hope other two may be induced to
take their place. The Rev. R. H, Thornton, at present.in Scotland, we doubt

not, will embrace the opportunity, of pleading for us.]

! A

OLD AND NEW SCHOOL PRESBYTERIAN STATISTICS,

The relative statistics of the New and Old School bodies, as drawn from the.res
ports just issued, are as follows:— - * , ' ©

New School, 0ld School. New School.  Old School.

Synods ..eeveeeeeranees 24 ... 80iChurches ... conneee 1,669 ... 8,079

Presbyteries........ oo 108 . J148|Licentintes... ceeeerenee. 111 ., 287

MiniSters.ceosreeesseeees 1,567 .o 2,261|Total Communicants, 148,039 .., 231,404

The net gain or loss of the two bodies, compared with the preceding year, may be
seen from the following :— . S

New School. - Old School, New School. _01d School.
Synods, increase of .... 1 .. 2/Licentiates, less by..... =~ 3 Inc.of 58
Presbyteries,nochange 0 Inc. of 2iCandidates, increase of 40 “ 45
Churches, 1ess Y. ...... 2 ¢ . 2lCommunicants, incr. of 1552 <« 6000

Ministers, increase of . ~ b ¢« 108 ' '
Total number of communicants added on examination during the year, by the

New School, 5,816; by the Old School, 18,085.—Presbyterian.
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. DR. CUMMING ON PREACHING. _

The following is from Dr. C.’s Lectures on the Epistles to the Séven Churches:—
& Strongthen the things that are ready to die, by Whitirig upon the ordinances of
God, upon the worship of God, on the preaching of the Gospel. I know that many
say, and say truly, that if they stay at honte, they can read a sormon far more ar-
gumentative, eloquent, and begutiful, than anything that any man in London can
preachr from the pulpit. This is perfectly true » but there-is just this difference—
that you come to the house of God, not merely to hear 4 sermon, but you come to
pray—to join in public prayer; you come to praisé—to join in public praise; which
is an oxdinance of God. ‘When you hear a sermon preached from the pulpit, you
not only hedr a man speak, but you listen and do honodr to dn ordinance that God
hag instituted, in observing and honouring which, God has promised to come and
bless you. And more than this: you know quite well that there is a power, ns
there is a froedom, in the spoken word which therd is not in the written or printed
word. In explaining the Biblo to yoi, I could not write down all I say; I feel far
more freedom in talking to you with my Bips, than éyer I could do in sitting down to
write with my pen.  You know well thiat a frutli whick Has slipped from your mind
and left'no impregsion when you read it, hds, whéh spoken ffom the pulpit, entered
thié ear, and sunk into the héart, and hdg never forsaken you, nor been forgotten by
you.. You'yourselves give testimony to this, when. you: tell me what you have told
me.with regard to my own preaching. You have heard me prench a sermon; and
somre one:in this congregation ha'y felt, as I bless God I hiéar some do feel, it to be
blessed. unto him, The sernion, pérhétps, is,printéd, and you read ity it has been
taken down, as many of them hgyve bpen, verbatini; and when you read it you say,
«.This is not the sermon I hegpd,” It, however, isthe very same ; it igso, verdatim.
But yet, there ig that in the living yoice, speaking *3 living men, which there is not
in the dead, types, speaking to the looking and most attentive eye. God, therefore,
has 1aid hold of the best instrumenfality toproduce the best results.

“You know too, in preaching, how much more useful to you is the freedom of s
preacher who does not,réz,xg his sermons, than the preaching of one who reads them.
I do ziot think reading serinong is hest, I 1ikganysélf best tq hear them vead, be-
causg I'am often bettor satisfied with themj but I am convineed that the living
speaker, speaking the thoughts that are in his Youl in language furnished to him at
the moment, does speak with a power, dnd demonstration, and effect—notwithstan-
ding his little inelegancies, his periods 6t so"well rounded, his sentencesnot so per-
fectly finished for critical ears—with which you never can be addressed in ser-
mons merely read from manugeripts. T dni no fanatié; I am sure you will acquit
me of that; but I know that the best thought: I have evér spoken to you, and the
thoughts that I know have been most blessed to you, are the thoughts that never
occurred to me in my study, but that have sprung up i my heart at the moment I
haye been speaking, suggested often by that attentive face that looked to me there,
and by that rivetted eyo that was fixed upon me here, and by that silent listening
that wag-perceptible elsewheré.:

«“T am porsuaded, therefore, that God speaks to his ministers in the pulpit, and
there through his ministers to the people. I do not say that to read one’s sermons,
(because good men do so, greater and better men than I), is to dishonor the Holy
Ghost; but I do say that, in my case, and in miy experienco, it would be parting with
an element of power and a means of good, which I would not resign for the wholé
world. But do not suppose that by extemporaneous preaching, I mean going into
the pulpit, and saying what comes uppérmost. Tlough T do not write my sermons,
it costs me hard and weary thinking, offen followed by many & sleepless night to
prepare them. It is quite possible to write in themost extemporaneous manner, as
it is to speak in the most extemporancous manner. Sermons that are writien may
bo the merest random shots; sermons that are not written may be the results of the
deepest study, meditation, and prayer. A sermon, my dear friends, will always be

I
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blessed to you, when in your homes, in your closcts, and when as you seat yourselves
in these pews, you lift up you hearts to, Him who can give unction to the minister’s
lips, and open the people’s heart, and pray t‘I'x,at; He will be pleased to givg His ser-

vant o word in season that will ho blessed to you.”

JETHODISM~—ARE THE CHANGES TAKING PLACE, WITIHIN AND WITLOUT, FAVOURABLE
10118 PRRosPEOTS T - . . - .

¢ We arc not certain that the Methodists are not now undergoing certain trapsi-
tions, which are destined to limit thejr future success. We think it not at a]l im-
vrobable that the process of intellectual, angd, 'to some extent, social clevation,
through which they are passing, will remove them from the yango of labour YHeid
they have found most favor and the lprgest fruits, and lead to other such inodifica-
tions as shall, in some degree, destroy their power with the masses. A Methodist
itinerant preacher, as a geperal thing, has heretofore been 2 man fresh from the
people. What he regorded,as his call to the minjstry, found him in lis ficld or
his shop; and forthwith he left his plough, his beneh, or his anvil, and lifted up his
voice as an embryo herald of salvation. His babits of life, hig nix'od_es of thought,
and forms of expression, were those of the plain ¢ common people,’ among whom, at
the outset at least, his missiun carried him. He knew how to talk to them ; they
were capable of, understandjng him. His language was, rude, and his knowlege
meagre ; but his heart was fired with zeal, and he soon learned the art of moving
his hearers by working on their emotions. ~To him, too, itinerancy was no self-de-
nial. Tt was not as if he were giving up the refinements and luxury of a more ‘ciil-
tivated life, or the recluse habits of the student, to take such fare as he might meét
with in the pioneer’s cabin, or to buffet winter's storms, to swim swollen creeks, to
be scorched by arid suns, and to share the companionship of society in its roughest
forms. The itinerant, in most cases, was promoted ; and, in 4 more temporal esti-
mate, actually benefited by his translation.. Instead of an humble, hard-working
young man, who must earn his bread by daily toil, whose name was ncver heard
out of his immediate neighbourhood, and‘who received no rpecial respect, he at once
becomes a man of note. He shares the best viands at every table; he is the chief
man at every fireside on his wide circuit; his life on horseback is easier than that
at the bench of his work-shop, and it gives him good hegith, and s cheerful fiow of
spirits. e may marry perhaps the most attractive maiden among his hearers, f‘tiﬁq
bo sure of & compotent support for life for himself andfamily. Such, inde¢d, is'not
the exact picture of every Methodist circuit-rider ; but, in the main, it represents
the class, at least under the old regime.

On tho other hand, while the preacher was placed in & position so favorable, pro-
vision was also made, as far as practicable, to bring the peaple and himself into con-
tact. So long as unmarried, he had no-liome, but that which he found froth night
td night, and week to week, .as he travelled his rounds. This brought him among
the people. He knew their families, .gnd their families knew him, and welcomed
his coming. He preached in their cabing, their school-houses, and such ,egtgxpﬁgg
raneous meeting-houses as thoy could throw up of legs and clgp-boards, * Even ylien
substantial and com)ely churches wexe erected, free geats inyited all alike to Come 111;1
and worship, ostensibly without money 'and Without price, ..~~~ - . NS

Thus, and for these reasons chiefly, aswe.believe, has the Methodist Church found
so much favour with the masses. Whether It shall continue to occupy that pps’;,t‘i(‘;n
depends, in our opinion, in ng smpll' degrec on the.extent to which the modifigations,
which have been set on foot among them. axé egrried. . 7777 e

Weé have our doubts whether the result of their ir craaged ﬁt.tqétiﬁn to e¢ducation

will not divorce them in some megasure from the common peopls. They Will gdin,
undoubtedly, in intellectual power, and Qid the spirit of pigty and self-dénixl in-
crease in the same ratio, it would-add, in all respects, to their eficiericy. “But it
admits of a question whether the student, after his four, six, eight, or ten yégrs of
study, will understand the masses ag well, or they Him, asif he had gope directly
to them from the shop. Out-door labour, horseback life, exposire to Weatlipy, and
dssociations with the uncultivated, too, may pot noy .6.01,;1{9 a8 easy to him as i {he
training of the schools had not-changed his unsophisticated niiture and habits, " Tt
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will be a hardship to ride the circuit perhaps, instead of & promotion which he would
have welcomed and enjoyed. Add to this, the growing tendency among our Me-
thodist brethren to the pew system ; wait until free seats have ceased to invite the
denizens of the highways and hedges to come in, and then tell us what shall have
become of the hold of this Church on the masses.

We are not gaying that the changes aimed at are not in themselves desirable and
important; but we say that there is room here for philosophical speculation, as to
the relation of cause and effect in ecclesiastics. According to the testimony of past
history, the different branches of the Church each have something peculiar, which
may be regarded as an advantage; and thus far it would scem that, as to policy
and its out-working, no one Church has been able to comprchend within itself the
Leuefits of all. It is the effort after this which is the moving spring in the proposed
modifications in the Episcopal Church; it is the same thing in another shape which
has been calling the attention of our own Church to the idea of an itinerancy; and
on the other hand, the same snirit has been inducing the Methodists to provide an
educated ministry and pewed churches.”—Presbyterian (Lhiladelplia).

[We have heard it remarked by persons of intelligence and experience, that there
is no section of the Church from which our own might learn more, and copy more,
than from the Methodists; and that without fhe slightest abandonment of anything,
in our principles or institutions, that can be regarded as distinctive. The organi-
zation of the Methoditts is remarkably complete; and for giving employment of
some sort or other, to almost every one connect¢d with them, from the very chil-
dren npwards, there is no denomination more distinguished, while there is scarcely
any less so than ours. Now they have no departizents of labour which we might
pot équally prosccute, except, perhaps, those of local preachers and class-leaders;
and as an offset against these, we have the office of the Ruling Eldership. The
active employment of so large a proportion of the adherents of o denomination is
beneficial in two ways: first, it may be presumed that the results of the labour they
are engaged in are directly usefel; and secondly, the mere fact that they are em-
ployed under a proper superintendence, not only prevents surplus activity from
putting itself forth in -ome troublesome and mischievous direction, but it greatly
increases the attachment of the individuals to the body which recognizes them, and
hononrs them with something akin to an office. Great prudence and cousiderable
administrative talent, however, arc certainly nceded on the part of the authorities
of a Church, to manage a system of this kind, so as to avoid the many and great
dangers to which it is, obviously, exposed. ]

TAEL RELYGIOUS CENSUS OF THE PROVINCE—ITS INACCURACIES.

Our attention having been drawn t6 the volumes containing the result of the
Census, we were struck with the exceedingly imperfect mauner in which tbe Reli-
gious Census had been taken by the Enumerateds.  The total population of Canada
West by the Census appeared to be 952,004 (in, sxy 1851, for the Census is in fact
the Ceusus for that year). The Anglican appears there to be the predominant de-
nomination—the numers heing 223,190, the Church of Rome 167,69%, Wesleyan
Methodists 96,640. The Church or Scotland is set down at but 57,542 ; but great
injustice is done to it, as will presently be shown. Free Presbyterians are ranked
at 65,807, and Glher Presbyterians at the large number of 80,799! Thus, on the
showing even of this Census, the Presbyterian bodies collectively number 204,148 ;
‘but we are quite convinced that their numbers are much more considerable. It is
well known that there are now three prominent bodies of Presbyterians—the Pres-
byterian Church in connection with the Church of Scotland, the Free Church, and
the United Presbyterian Church. In the next Census we hope & column will be ap-
propriated by name to each of these bodies, and carc taken to allot their respective
adherents to each Church, so that the large numbers assigned to the sweeping head
of ¢« Other Presbyterians” may be properly distributed. We presume one reason
of the number under this heading being so large, is, that the popular‘answer of mem-
bers of our Church to t:» Enumerators interrogating them would be, “Y am a
Presbyterian.”  But, as we have already stated, we are thoroughly convinced that,
while the enumeration of the Presbyterian bodies is inaccurate, with reference to
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our own body it is grossly so. In Hamilton City, for instance, the returns domot
show a single adherent of our Church; in London the return is the same; in By-
town bot 198; in the extensive county of Waterloo none; in Frontenac none; in
tho rapidly settling county of Bruce but 65; in Lambton 146. In the county of
York, again, the Census credits us with no adherents, though the contrary is so
manifest, while no less than 9159 are set down under the accommodating head of
¢ Other Presbyterizns.” DBut we have shown that very slight dependence is to be
placed on it with regard to Upper Canada. Let us turn to Lower Canada, and we
meet the same results. The gross numbers there are set down—total population,
890,261 ; and the distribution thus—Church ot Rome, 746,866 ; Church of Lngland,
48,402; Church of Scotland, with 16 settled congregations, but 4,047 ; the Free
Church, 267; and these accommodating * Qther Presbyterians,” 29,221! But to
particularize: in Beauharnois district, where we have large and numerous congre-
gations, and where, as an accurate and reliable correspondent of one of the daily
papers, ¢ Papirius Cursor.,” showed in a letter transferred some timo ago to our
columns, wo have a very large number of members and adherents, no adherentsare
assigned to our Church. In Gaspé, where we have one congregation with & settled
pastor, and one without, there appears but 10. Huntingdon, again, none; and to
cap the climax, the city of Montreal, none! It is unnecessary to enter upon an
analysis of the return of the various counties in the Province; we have pointcd out
sufficient inaccuracies to demonstrate that no reliance can be placed upon the re-
turns of the various denominations. In fact, we would be disposed to estimate our
adhercnts in all Canada at 120,000, ratber than at the low figure assigned to them,
and w ould esteem even this a moderato estimate, We trust that, ere another Cen-
sus be taken, measures will be resorted to, to secure accurate returns, without
which, however carefully and systematically compiled, as the volume before us really
appears to be, the Census is o mere delusion. The assigning of distinct headings to
the Presbyterian bodies, and the giving particular instructions to the Enumerators,
may perhaps remedy the evil. In our examination of the Census, we have been
struck with several features of interest, which we may hereafter develop in an articlo
exhibiting the distribution of the members of our Church, and the need of o Home
ilission on & comprehensive plan.—Presdyterian (Montreal). .

[We do not stop to inquire into the correctnessef the above statements; but itis
unquestionable that the Ecclesiastical Statistics of the Province are altogether un-
satisfactory and deceptious. If the Church of Scotland has ground of complaint,
surely we have still more, seeing we are ignored altogether, except in so far as it
may be supposed we are included under ¢ Other Presbyterians,” other, i.e., than
the standard and respectable sorts, who will admit of being named without offence.
It scems well to draw attention to this subject betimes, with the view of obtaining
a remedy. For, when we are just on the eve of another Census, it will be too late.
Surely, if the proper steps were opportunely taken, we might sccure a heading for
ourselves in the tables, as many smaller denominations have already done; and if
all our ministers were, at the proper time, to recommend to their congregations that
they shouid declare themselves ¢ United Preshyterians,” we venture to hope that
something like an approximation to accuracy and justice might be obtained. - If
that is too much to be expected, then wo should decidedly say that the object to be
striven after is the omission of an Ecclesiastical Census altogether.  All honest men
wmust agree that the present, being utterly fallacious, is worse than none.]

IRISH REGICM DONTII.

A Parliamzentary return lately published in England shows the blighting influenco
of Stat~ support upon the liberality of Chistians. The Reyium Donum to the
Trinitarian, and Unitarian Presbyterian Churches of Ircland last year amounted to
£40,795.  Of this sum upwards of £37,000 was divided among ministers of con-
gregations.  Seven Trinitarian professors received £230 each, and two Unitarian
professors £150 cach. Truth and crror are thusboth cadowed. The congregations
aided raised for the support of the Gospel among them only £21,481. The portien
of Ireland’s population thus aided is in a position as able to sustain ministers as any
part of Scotland ; yet all they rajse for minister's stipend is an average of about
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£41 per congregation, whilst the U. T, Church congregations in Scotland raise on
an ‘averago £106, and thie Frée Cliurch considerably more. The average amount
tontributed by tho members of the Irish Presbyterian Church for the support of
nfitisters is sispence per head. It is to Yo feared that evangelical churches will
not be'itaproved By drawing money from the State, which alike aids Romanism and
Protestanticty, Unitariung 4nd Tyinitarions, Tlie two Unitarian professors drawing
£800 cautate'thires students:—Hontréal Witriéss.

.. .. . _  _SRITISH COLONIAL BISIOps.

~The follosving is a list of the Colonial Bishops and their salaries:—viz., George
Jehasgphat Mountain, Bishop of Quebee, 1990; J. Strachan, Bishop of Toronto,
£1250 F. Fulford, Bishop: of Montreal, £300; Hibbert Binney, Bishop of Nova
Scotia, £700; J. dedley,. Bishop of Fredricton; £1000; E. Field, Bishop of New-
foundland; £1200;. D: Anderson, Bisliop of Rupert’s-land;, £7000; Aubrey G.
Spencer; Bishop of Jamaica, £3000 ;- Thomas Parry, Bishop of Barbadoes, £2500;
D.; Gatoward, Davis, Bishop of Antigua;: £2000; W. P. Austin, Bishop of Guiana,
£2000;, E, Barker, Bishop of Sydney, £1500; . Perry, Bishop of Melbourne,
£1333;. W. Tyrrell, Bishop -of Neiwecastle; £833.; A: Short., Bishop of Adelaide,
£800; F. Russel Nison,. Bishop’ of Tesmania; £1250; G. A. Selwyn, Bishop of
New Zealand, £600; R. Gray, . Bishop of Cape Town, £800; J. Chapman, Bishop
of Colombo,. £2000;. G. Smith, Bishop of Victoria, £1000; G. Tomlinson, Bishop
of Gibralter, £1200; J, W: Weeks; Bishop of Sierra Iieone, £900; V. W. Ryan,
Bishop-of Mauritius, £850;.-J.. Armstrong, Bishop of Grabam’s Town, £800;
J. W. Golenso, Bishop of Natgal;, £800; and F. T. MDougall, Bishop of Labuan,
£500. ;These salaries ave derived partly from Parliamentary votes and partly from
Colonial-funds and the Colonial Bishoprics’ Fund.—English Paper.

THE 'INSTRUMENTATITY' OF SIMPLE TRUTH IN' THE PRODUCTION OF VAST EFFECTS.

Tho Rev. J. Angell James; of Birmingham, says of his well-known little work, the
Anzious Enquirer :— ' ) S .

¢ In this country, its.circulation has reachiéd-inore than half a million, besides its
circulation in America. Tt lias been translated;.without any interference or sug-
gestion of mine, intv twelve languages. Its success in the conversion of souls, sur-
passes my, conception. One instance .out of hundreds, if not thousands, may be
mentioned. In one of the back-settlements of America, where no settled ministry
had;been obtained, one individual had a copy of the work, which was lent from one
to another; and having awckened & generdl, solicitude about salvation, twenty-
seven persvns dated their conversion from the perusal of that selitary copy. Ae-
counts of its usefulness that have been sent to me fvould fill a volume, and do fill
me with wounder, gratitude, and praise. I fecl humbly, yet thankfully, the convic-
tion, that if I had lived for no other purpose than to write that tract, I have existed
for a most momentous purpose.. * ¥ R
., * What arc the truths which the ¢Anxious'Enquirer’ exhibits, and which, under
God,, give it such power over thie sinner’s mind-and'heait? dan’s ruin by sin, his
redemption by Ghrist, his regeneration by the Spirit, with 2ll that is necessary to
direct, epcourage, and help him to put his frust in the Saviour. Within how nar-
row o compass, and in what simple truths, do those topics lic which God usually
blesses for the conversion of sinners. )

<< If, then, the simple truths set forthin the ¢ Anxious Inquirer,’ so affect the mind
when read in the silence and solitude of the closet, what effects might not be ex-
pected from the same truths when published by an impressive oratory from the pul-
pit, and with all the duxiliarics sapplied by the House of God, and a listening con-
gregation? TItis well for g minister to study books of learned criticism, of profound
theology, and controversial divinity. He must go and sit at the feet of {he masters
in Isracl, and become versed, as lie may be able, in all the sacred literature of the
age. DBut it would be a profitable exercise for him occasionally to take up and study
the most clementary treatises which God has honored for the conversion of souls,
aid with'a docile mind—a mind auxious to become proficient in the art of winning
soels to Clirist—be willing to learn from them how to wicld the weapons of his
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warfare. A person of inquisitive genius,. who has heard of the extraordinary sug-
cess of any instrument—say an instrument of husbandry, or any mode of actionin
his line—takes it up, if he has an opportunity, and says to himself, ¢ What'is the
aature, the construction, the adaptation of thisarticle or mode of action? What is
the secret of its success? He i3 not deterred by its apparent simplicity from mi-
nutely examining it. That very simplicity commends it to lifs attention.” He'wajts
to know how to use it. He is solicitous to turm it to his own advantage. Id like
manner, ministers should takeé up any werk that has been unusually ‘successfill in
conversion, and say, ¢ What, under God, s the secret of the usefuiness of thigbook 2’

[The ¢¢ Anxious Inquirer ” certsinly does comsist just of ¢ simple,” and what
roay be almost called, commonplace truth ; but itis such truth admirably setforth, and
the means which has been so successful has a manifest adaptation to the end. Let
no one be encouraged from this case, to make a slovénly exhibition of the Gospel.]

THE BIBLE.
Within this awful 'volume lies,
The mystery of mysteries.
Ol happiest they of human race,
To whom our God has-given grace
To bear, to read, to fear, to'pray,
To lift the latch and force thie way;
But better they had ne’er been born
Who read to doubt, ox read to.scorn.

[Thesc lines are said to have been found in a copy of the Scriptures belonging to
Lord Byron, and gre printed in the Paris edition of his works, 1826. They are
ulso, however, uscribed to Sir Walfer Scott.  'Thie verses in'ourr last number were
taken from the Journal of Alissions, where they were atfributed to Sir Robert Peel.
A friend has informed us that their author was Sir Robert Grant. “There isnothing
in them but what we could suppose might have come from the pen of the former
Baronet, but they certainly father themselves much more naturally on ihe latter,
and we have no doubt they were really his.] o oo

LOCUSES.

Lhe grasshopper plague has proved a very serious afiliction to the Mormons at
ureat Sult Lake City. In the middle of June last these insects commerced an
exodus.  For three days the air was full of them, and the shores of the lake ere
su thickly lined with their bodies as to occasion offensive effluvia. Their places,
however, were speedily filled by others from the niountsins, which devoured the
iittle vegetation left, including the young third crop that had just peeped forth from
the ground. The Desert News states that the locusts, not content with eating up
the grass and vegetables, had even barked and killed thousands of apple, pesr and
peach trees, two or three years old. The city-cows had failed to give milk on
account of the scarcity of grass, and three dollars a bushcl had ealready been ‘paid
for wheat.—FEzchange. - e T

PRAYER IN REFERENCE .TO PUBLIC AFFAIRS.'

Those of our readers who have been accustomed fo join in social exercises of
prayer, must, we apprehend, have often been dissatisfied with the extremely vague
and purposeless, because ill-formed supplications having reference to public and
political affairs. Many individuals who engage in these devout exexcises, are very
pious, very earnest; but they do not precisely know what to pray for; and, if they
travel beyond the most insipid generalitics, they become bewildered. They have
not o sufficiently distinet knowledge of passing events and the issues to which ‘they
may tend, to shape their petitions. Where this is the cise, little or no jnterest is
excited; and ¢ fervent, cffectual prayer” there cannot be.  Even in the public
worship of the Lord’s day, there is no part of ministerial daty which is sometimes
50 slightly and inadequately discharged as the great work of intercession. Too
often it is despatched in a few hurried scmtences, at the close of a long prayer,
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itsclf half a meditation or soliloquy. Nor is this fault likely to bo generally
amended, till intercessory prayer be made a distirict portion of the service. In
some of our churches, this most desirable arrangement has been introduced with
the happiest effect upon the chamcter of the congregational worship and upon the
spirit of the worshipper. As tlicre is no éxéercisé of the rind more clevating or
better adnptcd to enlarge the mind, by awakenmg a sense of peérsonal interest in
the-concerns of the Kation, of the Church or the World, so intercessory prayer, when
sincerely joined in as a solemn duty, and réalized’ &§ the business of the Church,
makes prayer itself seem a more real and éfféctive means, and thus nourishes that
faith upon which its efficacy depénds.—Zondon Patriot.

NUNIFICENT BEQUESTS.

Dy the settlements of the late H. M. Gibb, Esq., he makes the following bequests
to the charitable and religious institutions undermenuoncd vlz, :—
The Royal Inﬁrmary tresseesarsrsssissesensanrssesasnessssversrosennesansannens 1000
The Society for Industrious Blind,.............. cevesssesesisseenseseseranees 800
The Institution for Deaf and Dumb... cccvivieniiinnniiaisiceccseonncieees 860
The House of Refuge (Queensberry IIouse)....uvevverciuneersyureseees 400
The Night Asylum for the Houseless ceevinniiireeiviercr s cirnennenneene 250
The Royal Lunatic ASylum ..ceeveecieeneionanecans corvessssrnesannens 230
The Society for Kelief of the Destitute chk cereeenns sereners seanarans o 350
The Institution for Relief of Incurables icceei seeecicerucecsisiciesanees 800

The Society for Relief of Indigent O1d Men vevvivveecieveniiiviinnniennns 500
“The Benevolent Fund for Relief of Indigent Gentlewomen of
ScotIand veceereer voreerenenrenenresaerrnnasissnnsions seene sernonnes rreeeons 500
The Senior Female Soclety for Relief of Aged and Indigent Women. 850
The Junior Female Society for Relief of Indigent Old Women ....... 3560
The Shelter (Gilmour’s Close,) 99, Gmssmarket evesersrnssaneas svsrees 100
The Royal Public DisPensary. eeseeeesseecersesioeeseareacssassenens ceeeranne 250
The Dissenters’ Widows’ Fund (instituted 119:) eeeseestrenteredeereenens 500
. The Association for Improving the Lodging-Houses of the Work ng-
Classes (instituted 1841) voveverieneracsieceeraennnnnne verenres o« revenenns 250
The Original Ragged or Industrial School .........c.c. seservearanencanes 200
The Magdalen ASPIumeeeecescescreesece orseosensiicorsasetocssnorsnennaneees 200
The Edinburgh City Mission..,.«....,................. e setbeatar sesassaes ... 1000
.The British and Foreign Bible S0c1ety vovvereevererannnnn. ceerenreneenaes 500
The Scotlish Bible 8021055 eceesesessatarreneensassssmsinnans srorasserensosens 500

The United Presgyterian Church, Rose Street, for Iducational
Purposes at Home, or for aid of Dec'tyed Ministers of that Church. 2000

Ditto, for Foreign Missions of DItt0 weeerveescreccroes avmnoee oes e eveaeeen 2000
The Grassmarket Mission, Edinburgh cceeceeseeeee. S £:11)
The Scottish Missionary Soc1ety (mstxtuted in 1796)... ceeeene 330
The Scottish Monthly Tract S0Ciety ..ceevecsereercsrsaesres 150
“The Infirmary of Pertht veceeees serssvcrsesecutasacssens cue 500
The Minister and Kirk-Session of Dunbarnic (\Ir Gibb's native
parish,) for investment for benefit of selected Poor .....uvueenenes 6GO
To the above may be added the following legacies, viz. :—
Miss Jameson, daughter of late Rev. W, Jameson, Cahbar... ........ 100
Rev. J. Campbell, l\hssmnary, JAMAICH veenvenne sersrane sevansane . - 160
Rev. W. H. Waddell, Missionary, Calabaleeeceeesecessaneeen vorennaenae 100

Rev. G. Blyth, late \Ilssxonary, Jamaicd v veeieriniiiineniiievinsinneee 100
—Edinburgh Paper.

[Mr. Gibb who was a native of Perthshire, Scotland, entered on life in very
humble circumstances; and by exemplary good behaviour, accompanied by great
suavity of disposition, atta.med under God’s blessing, to a measure of afflucnce.
The above bequests might ]mvo been much larger, had he, like many, acted on the
principle of retaining his. wealth as long as he could, and disposing of it only after
his death. But it i3 well known, that in connection with the benevolent and re-
ligious schemes of the U. P. Congregation of Rose Street, Edinburgh, (of which he
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was a.member) and, in many other ways, he distributed with a liberal hand during
liis life-time.  Thousand-pound donations were mo rarity with him; while his
smaller benefactions were innumerable, and always performed with great privacy
and delicacy. Of some of the.latter we happen to be cognisant. On one occasion,
two respectable females advanced in life, who we believe, had once been in his em-
ployment, proposed to rent a small house in Edinburgh, in which they might live
together, and maintain themselves by their industry. Some difficulty presenting
itself,.they applied to Mr. Gibb to use his influence on their behalf. Ilo engaged
ta.do s0, and on making inquiry, found that the owner of the property was willing
to dispose of it. THe purchased-it; and to the astonishment of the fwo females,
nded themin a few days, the title-deeds made out in their favour. Ifis minister’s
".{lege;.dncc applied to him, for a suit- of cast clothes, for & poor man of her ac-
quaintance. e immediately sent.the articles, and on hor looking them over, she
discovered that he had stealthily pinned a pound note in one of the pockets. When we
were in Fife,application was made to us by a friend,inquirine how a little money could
be most advantageously laid out, for the moral and religious welfare of a village in
the neighbourhood. We replied; that thiere was & small struggling Congregationalist
Church in toe place. and that we saw no more feasible way, thaz by giving it o
liitlo agsistance. Ve xaow that, in consequence, a considerable sum was sent by
BIf.” Gibb, for several years; and the explanation we afterwards indirectly ob-
tained was, that wher a boy, he had been sent g messenger to that village, and had
been maltreated by some rude and regardless young people; and tnat ever aiter,
he-had felt a wish to do something for the reformation of the inhabitants. ¢ But I
‘say: unto you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that
, hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you.”]

THE DEPTII OF POVARTY ABOUNDING UNTO THE RICHES OF LIBLRALITY.
The following letter, from an excellent minister of the U. P. Cburch in Scotland,
appeared in the Missionary Record for July ; and the sclf-denying liberality in the
_cause of Christ which gave occasion to it, scems to us every way worthy of being
noticed side by side with the munificence of Mr. Gibb :—

. ¢ Stockbridge (Berwiclshire,) 13th June, 18355,

#Dear Sir,—In visiting certain families of my congregation who have lately
sweiled the tide of emigration to America, I met with an affesting espression of
inferest in our missionary operations, which appears to me deserving of- notice.
One of these emigrant families had been severeiy tried by afiliction, which kept
them in such a state of poverty, that all felt they must have great difficulty in
raising the passage-money. At the time when I called on them, the husband had
gone to make visits and arrangements required by their approachirg departure, so
that I omy found the wife at home, who, after some time spent in conversation,
-addressed me nearly as follows: :Owing to affletion and death 'in the family, we
haye been kept poor, sometimes, indeed, so poor, that we were unable to pay our
debts; and William and I have been grieved that we could not give to missions
what we wished to do; but God favoured us last summer—we had good wages, and
saved two pounds. These we devoted to the misssionary cause, and I will now give
you them.” Then, handing me two pound notes, which she took from a shelf, she
added, ‘You may give one pound to the Calabar mission, and the other to what-
ever object you think best.” Knowing the State of the parties, I felt deeply moved,
and hinted that as they were going to-a foreign land, and did net know what the
might need, it was, scarcely prudent to part with this sum. She replied, ¢ The
money is not ours, we have dedicated it to the Lord, and although we shall have
enough to do, I think we sball manage to get out.” ¢ Well, I said, ‘I dare not
object further, feeling assured the Lord will not suffer you to be losers by anything
done for his cause.” The only stipulation with respect to this donation ivas, that
the-names of the pariies should not be published, and I have, accordingly, dirested

-it to be entered in the accounts as ‘from o family in Stockbridge congregation on
emigrating to America.’
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.« All things considered, this.seems to me a.noble. stance. of self;sqexifice, ywhich
cannot fail to be approved-by Him who hath commended the .poor widaw, who “of
her‘penury cast into the treasury her tywo mites, more than the rich, who of their
abundance cast in much larger donations.—I am, yours truly. L

o - £ DAVID M. INGLIS,”

GOVERXNMENT .PENSION TO DR. DICK. . . . .

A pension of £50 stg., a-year has jiist heen granted by the Govemmept,:fro'r}i the
Civil List, to that well-known and popular author of many‘works of Christian philo-
gophy and literatuie, Tliomds Dick, LL D.—Dundee Paper. - T
‘[Many of out readers may not be aware that ‘Dr. Dick belonged originally to our
Chiirch.. He was ordained at Sfirling’as Colletigue to Dr. Heuigh's Father in'thie 6ld
age of the Jatter. In fact Dr. I ‘succecded Dr. D.-ap Stitling in the capacity of
Colleaguo to the venergble old divine. ] . A

¢

THE WORD AND THE :S-WORD.

+ Magistrates ought to enforce the attendance of Atheists and Papists on the ser-
viee of the Church,and punish them if they do not profit by the p;ggc[_ligg)o’f'j?bc
Word.”—Archbishop "Whitgift. ’ CooR

PROSTRATION OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

The following is the return to an Address of the House of Commons, datéd 9th
August, 1853, for a ¢ Copy of any Address from the Convocation of the Provifee of
Canterbury, praying for Her Majesty’s-License to Convocation to consider and agree
to any Canon or Constitution; and of the answer to such address.”

THE ARCHBISHOP ‘OF CANTERBURY TO SIR GEORGE GREY.
¢ Lampeth, 27th July, 1855.

+¢Sir,—As President of the Convocation of Clergy recently assembled, I have the

honour of enclosing to you an address to her Majesty, which passed both*Houses,

and which, in the name of the Convocation; I hereby offer to Ier Majesty’s gracious
consideration, o

R «[ have, &e,, L

. S (Signed) ¢ J. B. Caxruan

«Right IIon. Sir George Grey, Baxi.” )

¢ TQ THE -QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT. MAJESTY.

++We, your Majesty's faithful subjects, the Archbishop, Bishops, and Clergy -of the
{‘;;toy'iupe of Canterbury, assembled in Convocation, humbly represent to your
Iajesty : ‘ ’ ’ o - .
«That Committees of Conyocation have sat, and affer carcful consideration; have
reported to Convocation on varioug subjects deeply concerning the spiritual welfare
of this realm—namely, on the measures needful for enforcing discipline amongst
the clérgy; the extension of the Church; the modification of her services, and the
reform of the representation of the clergy in the provincial synod of Canterbury.
«We are convinced that the full consideration of these subjects is of great mo-
ment to the well-being of our Church, but in order that our deliberations on these,
and any matters which our Majesty shall,sce fitto submit for our consideration,
may be so conducted as to give the Church the fullest satisfaction, that in such de-
liberations the mind of the clergy will be fairly espressed, we humbly submit to
sour Majesty that it seems desirable to modify the representation of the clergy in
the Lower House of Convocation. A )

*“We venture, therefore, humbly to pray your Majesty to grant us your Royal
license to consider and agree upon a canvn or cunstitution to be submitted to. your
Majesty’s consideration, for cffecting such modification.

(Signed) ¢ J. B. Cantuar, President.”
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SIR GEORGE GREY TO THE ARCIBISHOP OF CANTERDURY.
- o ~ “Whiteball, Aug. 7.

“ My Lord Archbishop,—I have had the honour to lay beforé the Queen the ad-
dress transmitted to me by your Grace on the 27th ult., from the Archbishop, Bishops
and Clergy of the Provinge of Canterbury assembled in Convocation, praying Her
Majesty to grant them her Royal license to considér and agree upon s canon or
constitution to be submiited to Her Majesty’s consideration for effecting & modifi-
cafion in, the representation of the Lower House of Convocation. i

T have the honour to inform your Grace that this address was graciously received
by Ier Majesty, but that Ier Majesty has not been advised to comply with its
prayer. I have, &c.,

. “&. GreEy.

« His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury.”

[In the above transaction the Church seems to have demeaned hersolf vith ali
due moderation and humility. The object contemplited was merely the regulation
of her own internal affairs; and all that was askéd was permission to frame a
canon for that purpose, to be submitted to ker Majesty’s consideration. Yet how ab-
solute and relentless, and, in fact, politely contemptuous, is the refusal. Such is
Cuurch and State connection—golden fetters. ¢ Shako thyself from the dust; avise,
and sit down, (take thy seat) O Jerusalem; loose thyself from the bands of thy
neck O captive daughter of Zion.” _

The munber of the Christian Tvmes, from which we take the preceding corres-
pondence, informs us that the Pope has, by a decree dated July 20th, added the
bastinado to his long cataloguc of priestly penalties. His Iloliness modifies his
discipline without asking any one’s leave, and has clearly the advantage in point of
independence.] -

-

OBITUARY NOTICE.

' _ REV. SPENCER 1. CONE, D.D.

This distinguished Baptist minister died at New York, on the 2Ist of
August, aged seventy. The earlier part of his life was somewhat erratic, and
not very promising. He was born_of poor, but respectable parents, of the
Baptist persuasion, who were laudably anxious that tyxeir son should have a
superior education, Accordingly after a preparatory course, they succeeded
in placing him at the age of twelve, in the College.of Princeton, New Jersey.
In consequence of domestic afflction, he found it necessary, in about four
years, to leave college, and engage.in teaching, at which he continued, in a
veyiety of situations, during fully seven years. Ie then fell in with 2 com-
pany. of players, and wag for other seven years on the stage. He next held
situations of various kinds, in sqme newspaper offices—joined a military corps,
and hecame commander of the Baltimore Union Artillery Company. By this
time he was married, and any religious impressions he once seemed to have,
had apparently worn off, when a complete revolution in his character took
place, of which the following account is in his own words :— ’

.**In the month of November, 1818, after breakfast, I took up the newspaper,
and saw; among other things, a large sale of books advertised at Wood’s auction
réoms, and said to myself, I will look in as I go to the office, and see what they
are, I did so, and the first book I took up was & voluime of fhe Works of Jokn
Newfon. In an instant my whole life pas.ed in review before me. I remembered
taking that book out of the college library, while at Princeton, and reading Newton’s
life to my mother. His dream of the lost ring reminded me forcibly of my dream
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of the well, and I folt an ardent desire to own the book and read the dreamn againg
I left the rooms, having first requested Mr. Wood, who was a particalar friend, to
put it up as soon as h'e saw mo in the evening, as it was the only work. I wanted.
He promised to do so, and I immediately went out towards .our office Which was
nearly opposite; but'I had scarcely reached the middle of the street when n voico
¢liko the sound of many waters,” said to me—This is your last warning! I trenibled |
like an aspen life—I felt myself to be i the grasp of the Almighty, and ‘an darth®
quake could not have increased my dismay. [ went to the office, took down 'the:
day-boolk to charge the new advertisemerits, but my hand-trembled so that I eould
not write; and I put the book back in its- place. I went honio to dinner, endea-
voring to conceal my feelings ds'much as possible from my wife. The day wore”
heavily away; I was at the auction room at the hour; purchased the book that -
stemed to be strangely connected with my weal or woe: returned to my house jm-
mediately and read Newton’s cventful life through before retiring to rest. I com-
menced reading the Seriptures with deep interest to find out how a sinner could be
saved; and in two months, read the Psalms and different portions of the Old Lestu-
ment, and-the New Testament, I think, move than twenty times through. It re-
quired great effort to attend to domestic duties and my business in the offices . for
1 felt continually that it would profit me nothing ¢ to gain the whole world and at
last lose my owza soul.’” I sought out preachers, and heard Mr Duncan frequently;. .
but could not learn from any of them the way of salvation. One.evening, after the.
family had all retired, I went up into a vacant garret, and walked backwards and
forwards in great agony of mind; I kneeled down; .the instance of Hezckiah
occurred to me; like him I turned to the wall and cried for mercy. An answer
seemed to be vouchsafed in an iwpression, that just as many years as I hadipassedin.
rebellion aguinst God, so many years I must now endure, before deliversince could,
be granted. I elasped my hands, and cried out, ¢Yes, dear Lord, 1000 years of
such anguish as I now feel, if I may only be saved at last.’” I continued to read,
and whenever I could steal away unobserved into the garret, there I walked the
floor, when all around was bushed in sleep; there I prayed and poured out tears
of bitter sorrow. While thus engaged one night, the plan of salvation was revealed
to me in the figure of Noal’s Ark. I saw an ungodly race swept away with the
fleod, but Noah and his family were saved, for God shut them in the Ark. I felt
that as a sinner I was condemned and justly exposed to immediate and everlasting
destruction. I saw distinetly that in Christ alone I must be saved, if saved at all;
and the view I at that moment had of God’s method of saving sinners, I Jdo still
most heartily entertain, after thirty years’ experience of his love. This was
Saturday night, and that night I slept more sweetly than I had done for many
weeks.—I wished immediately to be baptized. There was no question as to the right
way. Ihad rend the New Testament so thoroughly that-the doctrines of the
gospel were perfectly plain, though I had not conferred with flesh and Blood, or”
asked any one what church I ought to join- = - . T
Next day he.applied to a Baptist pastor at Baltimore, for baptism, aud in 4~
few days, 4th. February, 1814, was immersed in the Patapso, the ice which was:
a foot thick having been cut for-the.purpose. In November, 1815, he was or+-
dained Pastor of the Baptist Church at Washingten, and was soon elected
Chaplain to Congress:  In 1326, he removed to Alexandria, and' in 1833;:to’
New York, where he was minister first of one, and thén another Baptist.
Church. 1lle was one of the most populai pulpit orators in' the States; his-
person being handsome and commanding, his-mnner graceful and winning,
and his voice remarkably flexible, sonorous, and powerful. He held a great
number of the most distinguished offices in religious associations, both of hig
own denomination; and of a genernl .character. " He was President of the.
Bible Union, one leading object.of which is to procure a new English version
of the Scriptures. In his public addresses on behalf of that Society, he wass
wont to say, that *“ the sword of the Spirit must be drawn out of the scabbard-
of King James:”” . He died, in about & fortnight aftér exneriencing a parblytis -
shock, very generally and deeply regretted. —~ -+ ' T T



