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and especially to find out whether Jesus was
the very Messiah. (Meyer). His  visit at
night mgy have arisen partly fronf a desire to
have an uninterrupted private interview. He
had not yet quite made up his mind and
deemed it prudent to enquire further before
compromising himself. ~ He had courage
enough to attend Christ’s funeral, but not
enough to bear his cross. We know—This
may 1mply that there were others of his class
who conceded this, or, perhaps, it is better to
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(Matt. 11: 3), an expression used only with
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By this Nicodemus would understand
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God—John uses this ex- .
pression on only one other occasion (ch. 18:

4. How can a man be born when he
is old ?—Nicodemus must have Leen familiar
with the *‘ circumcision of the heart” (Deut.
30: 6; Jer. 4: 4), and the ‘‘new Keart and new
spirit (Ex. 11: 19, 20; 36: 26, 27; Ps. §1: 12;
86: 4 &c.) spoken of in the O. T. Moreover,
proselytes gwere spoken of as *“babes just
born.” Nicodemus dimly understood what
~Jesus meant, and replied, in* effect, ** How
can such a moral transformation take place in
one whose habits and disposition have become
fixed. It would be as impossible as for him
to undergo the natural birth a second ume.”
- The answer of Jesus indicates the supernatural
“character of the new birth. The most com-

mon view is that Nicodemus did not
“understand Jesus at all and asked a singularly
stupid question.  Of this incapacity to grasp

e spiritual meaning of strongly figurative
we have'other instances in John 4
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ed ism of the Spirit which is the essen-
nal factorin the ordinance. He cannot enter
—The omission of** water ” in verses 6 and § _
imphes that the Holy Spirit may  produce re-,.
generation without baptism, as he undou
ly did under the Jewish dispensation and ifi |
“the case of Cornelius; while on the other haaé:
the example of Simon Magus (Acts 8:?
proves that baptism may take place withost
being accompanied by spiritual regeneratic
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< salvation is absolute ecessity of baptism, | tidn of man, in the eternal counsels of God re.
‘{fggfég else, is merely relative (Mark 16: anding his only begotten Sgﬁ,?if{éggﬁ}jfhésg
~, 16. (Schaff) : ' things have to be received by faith resting on
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~~ SUMMARY AND REVIEW. -
By Rev. R. H. Abraham, M. A., D. Sc., Burlington, Ont. .

Suject : THE NEW BIRTH.

. The need of it. Nicodemus, to whom the conversation of our Lord was directed,

had characteristics which shew how much a man may have without the experience of a new
birth. He was a religious man, of the strictest and most religious sect of the Jews. The Phaii-
sees, of which he was a representative, were distinguished for their zeal In maintaining the
ceremonies of the Jewish law.  He was also a man of learning, being a Master in Israel; a
man of influential position and of respectful manner. To this man of so many good qualities
our Lord, no doubt addressing the whole class represented by Nicodemus, says ** Ye must be
born again.” Thus declaring that pothing will do as a substitute for the new birth. :

II. The nature of it. The new birth implies’a change that is (a) Radical. Vs. 6.7.
It cannot be regarded as simply an improvement but a complete and radical change of nature
as Hodge says, ‘‘a change of inward immanent disposition or spiritual state which isbhack of
all voluntary or conscious activity and whick, in the things of Gpd, determines that activity.”
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Minutes Normal Drill

Based on the text-book, ** The Sabbath S:ho
Practice of Teaching. with <pecial reference 1¢
pal Kirkland of the Toronto Normal School. - .

PRINCIPLES OF MEMORIZING.
Amongst the Principles of Teaching Dr. Morrisor includes the principies of Associa

Thisis a principle of memorizing, rather thak a principle of teaching, an! itis one of the
MApt principles, for no piece of mental or spiritual experience s 1solated.  Every thoy

and action in our life is associated with some other thought or action.

Different kinds of Axsociation. .

by which the locality is associates with events that happzned t
Give other examples.

e . .

S0y Contiguily ace,
Ex.—I'atmos with John ; Jacob's Well with Jesus, &e.

-3} Associztion by Stmiliarity.~——When two objects that resemble each other have been
templated together, the one cannot be recalled without recalling the other.  Give exa

i3) Association by Contrast.—By this is meant that one impression, object or event ten
call up image ofi ts opposite or contrast. Ex.—The house on the rock suggests the ho
the sand : Peter boasting suggests Peter denying.

4} Cause and Effect. —This1s thiamost important principle of association.  The cause
suggest the effect, and the effect sibuld lead us to look for the cause. See Judg. 3: 28.
is the Association here? Give other instances.



