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Family Life of the Haidas, Quecen Charlotte Islandg,

By Rev. C. H.\It?/ISO.\'.

THE Haxdqs scem to be related fxom the lowest in ronk to the
supreme-chief of the nation. Slaves, who were in thraldom uut]
: qmte recently, do not rank. They were for mulx bour'ht and sold
- like dogs, but within the past fifteen years the missionaries hase
- succecde.d in inducing the Indians to free their slaves.  Before the
advent of the missionaries, a Haida clicf had one or more wivcs, -
~ "together with femezle slaves for concubines. The childién of fw:
. born wives- were alone reckoned as his, and the cbildren of the
slaves were sold or retained in slavery as he . desired. The
members of one crest canvot marry with others of the same
L crest ; for instance, a bear cannot mam) a bear, bot must marry a 1
o WInIc or an eaﬂle - , v C

. . N

e Tm‘ Cnm OR RA.\LHLP.[E

The hou);ea of the old Haidas are objects of intense interest w
“visitors. These. structures are rectangular 70 x 60 feet, and ar s
built with cedar hewn to the prop:z yloportlons with stone adees &
A or axes, having bcen erccted before noxiunplcnwents were known ‘
. - . tothe Haidas. The rafters are imuwense picces of timber ranuing
' : the full length of the building, and hewn flat on the inside. The 7
- chopped sarface is so level that a person would believe at a casnal
glance that-the timber had been sawn. Some of the housesare
built over pits, between which and the walls there is a space ten -
feet wide. The pits are about ten fcet deép, and arc entered by
two steps, each five fect high, which is an evidence of the exng-
gerated notion Indians "Cnem]ly have of themselves, The pits

. - serveasa protectxon from da ampness, from smoke, and from sddd(,n
: "+ attacks of enemies. . o

-

" THE CA\IP FIPE.

In the centre of the pit is the camp fire. Dnrmrr the winter
months they always keep a good fire burning both day '111«1, night.
. X have seen as much as two cmds of cedar plled up at one hmr

. 7. . Around this fire the Indidns sleep, and the- childven pLu. It is

: ‘also their cooking dcpartmcut, and there all the food 15 made

. ready.  There the Indians tal” of olden times, and there: it h'

L. < where the family discussions and conversations ave held. Ar oand -

: this structure the ladiesand gentiemen of “the Haida nation dress
and makc their foilets, and all{ the daties per formed in the white
man’s bedchamber wore thete discharged in the palmy days of.
old. Tivy also eat their food avound the camp fire. The old
Indians do not need tabhlcs, and chairs are also dispensed with. A
few good sized kettles are placed on the ground near the fire,

. the fmu') squat on the gwnnd around thcm Oue contains boil led

/';
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halibut, anotlier potatoes, another boiled salmon, and another is
filled with berries or grease.  They use wooden spoens, also sprons
" made out of.cow and deer horns, both large and small, aud dig F
“into which. pot they like the best, and take both their soup and Y
fish together. The women as a rule prepare the potatoes for the :
men and put thent on the boards around the fire. The practice of
making fire by simple friction is now at an end, as too much time
is required and the result- is not always satisfactory. They now
-use the white man’s mateh.. But if away from home and there are .l
-mo matches, they make chips of dvy cedar, and sprinkle a little
A powder over them, then they strike a piece of flint on the stecl
musket, which causes the powder to ignite, and sct fire to the

e
H
i
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chips. R .
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~ The Haidas feed twice in the day; early in the morning, and -
* - after the day’s work is over. Theyashave a great variety of food,
such as bear’s meat, salt venison, fresh, smoked, and dried salmon,
fresh and dried halibut, hairseal, furseal, sea lion, salmon spawn,
‘herring spawn, oolachans, herrings, flounders, black, red, and rock B
" cod, crabs, clams, cockles, abalones, pecten clams, razor clums, . ;
rock borers, small-fish grease, berries, and apples. They mix 1
oolachan. or small fish grease with all their food. .They grow
turnips,’potatoes, cabbage, carrots, and parsnips, sufficient to last _
- -them for-'the year, and in fact, many of the old Haidas were .
- _accustomed to sell some of their potatoes mp in Alaska. They i
formerly used the inner bark of the hemlock tree as sugar. They B
also eat many varieties of roots, as the fern root, wild carrot, and
liquorice root. B , L o .

PEY U TR O Y SRR

A

e

s

.. 'RovaLry. o

Of all the blue blood in the world, the Haida, I dare say, is
the most exclusive. I knew one old dame who. could in
appearance have shamed Macbeth’s~witches, being conspicuously
agly and disagreeable. She was greatly venerated by the
bears and eagles, and wes iwportuned at all times to enter their
“houses, and make herself at home. When she condescended to

_enter any house there was a special assembly for the oceasion. -

The brawling children were subdued, and dignified quiet took the
lace of loud ejacu]atiSzls and laughter. This woman had more

authority than any of .the chicfs. She was a chieftainess, and was

descended froth a long line of kings of the ages long gone past.

. Queen Charlotte Islands were formerly ruled by this weman and

her husband. Each village now has its chief, who is a facior for

‘good or evil as the case may be.  Each succeeding ehief must be

~a nephew or other relative of thie deceased chicf, but it is an utter

impossibility according to the laida laws for a son to succeed his
father or even to take his name. ‘

B
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Ixraxey.

As soonas the baby is born into the world, his mother wraye -
} bim in half a blanket, and puts him. into a haramock, ci't':io-x:u
. slecp orcry as he may wish.” He very soon learns to tuke carc of
' -himself, and knows that he must fight his own way through life.
Should he become ill he is taken great care of, and the mother

" “nurses him carefully ; otherwise, with the cxception of nourishin.

."the young one, it is left to go its own way whilst the mother
attends to her duties. Very scldom do the Haidas bind their
“:infants on-a board, or tiec them up into a motionless bundie,

:They give them their liberty, and leave them to themsclves until

the feeding tirue cpmes round. ' .

. . . : ) b
WoMEN. A I :
A girl as soon- as she reaches puberty has the lower lip
-pierced, and this: orifice is enlarged from time to time. A picce
‘of whalebone or stone a quarter of an inch long, a guarter of
. -.-aninch wide, and a sixéeenth of an inch thick is inserted inthe |
. ”-slit. The size of the stono is increased according to the marringe - _
--of the girl, and thie number of children she bears, so thut »7 e
it is really ‘a mark of caste. The Haida women have more
- “lip than any others we know of, and to sce a crowd of them
"quarrelling, the lip shaking with anger, is a sight not to be for- " -
gotten. The old women are generally at the bottom of all rows, and o
also act afterwards as peacemakers, looking as innogent as lambs.,
The women, are great diplomats and generally contrive to have
. - their own way, and it is a great mistake to imagine: that they are
treated as slaves. ' : ' :

pgiitesver s L waleRRNY

e ~ MirrIAGE. .
When a man takes a liking for a woman, 'he goes to her
parents and makes overtures by presenting them with: blankets
: ~amounting to 2 considerable sum, according to the price that
e . . " she is valued at. If they consent he makes kmown his wishes
. "to his desired wife... She then tells her companions, and they come
L “togr ‘her and assist her to get ready for the occasion. When
i everything is finished, the man goes to her father’s house, and
_there makesa feast, and during the feast he rises and claims her in
< the presence of all as his wife. The following day they go to his
‘ ‘house, and the bride’s father gives biscnits and tea to all thereas-
sembled, and then the couple are considered to be marricd. Pum::g
~ . the whole time of the negotintions, courtship and mariage, 2
carmon is fired at intervals of six hours, to let all who arcat o
neighbouring fishing stutions know. As I hdve before stated.
members of the same erest cannot intermarry. The children always
take the crest of their mother, .

S-
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, Divorce.
When the husband is no longer sotisfed with Lis wifi: he leaves
- her,and she rctures home to her fawily,

Heruncele then demand
. payment frora the man for the

15
use ot his nicce, and the amount
“varies according to the number of children born.  The chimirde is

- . _generally twenty dollars for the womnnn hierself, and ten dollurs for
_each child. The children are taken clirge of by the wife’s mother o
and father, and no further trouble is given to the parents.
-Healthy men and women each have their own work to perform,
and are able to carn their own food and clothing, consequently a
women is just as well circumstanced if not betterwithout being
-.married. Should the wife desert the husband, the man waits ,
-until she marries again, and afterwards he takes another woman )
“home to be his wife, without being lialle to pay the fine. The .
"+ property belonging to the hushand rcmains his own daring his ’
* -marricd life, and the wdnan’s property remaiis her own whether
-living with her husband or not. - ' :

. . .
. . . . .

S Co -+ Disks.

_ The women are very fond of ornaments for the neck, hand and
~head, and each village has &’ native jeweller. The best and most o
skilled of all'the native jewellers on the North Pacific Coast s the
- nephew of the old Chief Edenshaw. Edenshaw was the first who
attemptedto work iith silver and gold, and he succceded remarkably
well. The jewellers make from half-dollar and doller silver coins,
and also from gold coins, bricelets, finger rings, earrings and bavgles.
‘The coins are beaten out ¥o the desired thickness and width, and
- then bent into shape and carved. Some of the bracelets fasten
_with clasps, while others retain their shape by the natural spring
_of the metal. The finger rings are sometimes not joined after - ’
"7 .being bent. They are made both plain and ornamentul, and some-
"~ times an eagle or two hearts are carved on them.

-~

Eirrives.

L e, . . S .
Earrings are worn principally by the yonnger portion of the
female ses, and are all manufacturcd by the jeweller of the tribe
after the fashion of thase worn by the English ladies. The ears
_ . of the old women are plerced in two and three places, and pieces
‘ of borz and wood about one inch in length, a guarter of anddnuch o
wide, and a sixteenth of an inch thick, were formerly inserted and -
worn continually. S : . _ + Y
. - L . P

_N.

sE Rixgs.

Nose rings are still worn smong the Iaidas. These rin

I3 Ve

b= B 3
the wearers an uncanny appearance.  The lobe of the nose s |
_pierced, and a piece of wha'ehone carved into aseiviciveular shape .

. . “ 2T, — T~
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is inseet+ 1 The bone is about two inclies in lenzih anl throe.
sixteenths of an dneh in diameter. Only the old Tulinns Lave
their noses piercad, and t}:c:_y seldom use the ving, exvept when i,
full deess for the dauce or the feast. .

‘v

Puvsique. -

At the present time both the men and women are physically
remarkable.  The men attract-attention by their size and “l’l‘fh”t'“.t
strength, and by the fuluess and agreeableness of their features.
Sowre of thew ave six feet four inches tall, and their bodies are
developed in perfect proportions. They are expert scamen, and
. .can sail their buoyant canoes in a storm that wonld be dangerous
forships. The women share the good qualities of the men.  Some
of them are fall, while others are under the average statuie of
womankind. They are exceedingly strong; they cut wood, sail
-and paddle eanoes, and work as hurd as the men. They have
handsome aund agreeable features, and are nof so dark as the
men. ‘In intellectual power and “mental faculties, the ~Haidas .
excel the ordinary class of Indians on the Coast. If compared
with other Jndians in Dritish Columbia and Alaska, they will be
- placed at the kead in respect to physique and mental activity.
They are ncither stupid nor foolish. When asked to think of .
- things outside their owwn intellectual world they are guite ready to
ackuowledge themsclves ignorant and willing to be taught. The .
young people are eager to be taught any fresh subject, and also
-evince a determination to fiaster their books.. :

. - S,
L _ -Dress. .
 The women dress in prints, and not a few of them wear honnets
~and hats. "Before the arrival of the whites their clothing wus

_<scantyr~ They wore petticonts made of the roots of cedar and

. spruce. The men now -purchase good tweed clothes, and the
_women indulge iu the luxury of prints, ginghams, and somietimes
silks. Old men arée occasionally seen eurly in the morning
wrapped in their blankets, but they soon have to dress decently in

< order to escape the ridici-le of their grown-up sons and daughters.
- Girls wear a collon dre  only, and the little boys run about in
“shirts, unless- they are going to sce white men, when -they dress
-, specially for the oceasion. - The men and women seem fo pay con-
siderable atteniion to their personal adornment. They are proad

-of the mass of brilliunt, coarse, black hair, with which nature

has. provided them. The men cut their hair periodically, and
endeavour to cultivale moustaches and whiskers in imitation of
the whites. The older men have not a single hair on their fuces.
The women dress their hair in braids or knots at the back of tie
head, and in bangs, for the Hndson’s Bay Company has supplicd
them with curling tongs. Théir glass beads ave giving pluee to
silver and gold oruaments, and will soon be valuable as curivsitics,
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as the present gencration is not lo "u?'w the arts of the ancien’,
Haidas.  And it may trathiully Lo ~d that if the Indinns o
t?w el tne coast do not take better 41 s oof themselves
have done in.the past, not only will the ..mta it
oummcuta supersede the old garments and gewgiws, ¢ the
themselves, their villages ‘md their huanting "XOJU’Is v.lll SGO
“disappear, and their puu.ﬂ will soon Lo Lgc[.pxgu. by thaose whom
they are now so fond of imituting. '

-_ - -, .

L

BLRHL CERE\!O\IE 3.

I'd

Many people look upon the Red Indian as'a wild and wrealturel
savage. In reference to the duties which are requived to be per-
formed towards the dead they are not so.  All mer, anl especially
-the chicfs, are greatly honbured on the departure from this
muundane atmo-,.phcrc When he dlt}s, the mext to succeed him

generally his nephew) is presented with blankets, diskes, bca-ls,
guus, canoes, prints, potlery, dogs; axes, and furnitore. Tue,y are
not, however; for ln}qwn bcncﬁt but for the benefit of the deceased,
and those w Lo take part in the barial ceremony. In fact nothing
seen's to be too xalmble for thn, funeral. Chrmmm arm: afrn ml to,

SEEt IR et

Not so, ho“cvcr \\'Jth the H adas. T lmu, Sc("\ t.acm make t'c
cofiin, 2nd decorate it in the presence of the sick person when t’zA ¥
have come to the conclusion that he will not recover. They-al
tell the sick man that he will not recover.and wrge him not to
attempt to doso. The mewmbers of hib teibe and all th re, Cx!lua of
-the other tribes come in to sce him, and ialk of nothing elsé bat
of -others who have had the same sicknwss and dizd. ~When be
hears what they have determined that he should do, he then
refusesto eatand drink; and so hastens his demise. - Whea gasping

for breath he is \xashed, and his shroud made of white cotton 13
‘thcn put on. White stockings are put on bis feet, ke is.clad
in a pair of white woollen draw crs, and a white har. Tkerchicf -
is tied around his head. His neck is encircled with beals, a spot
of red paint is put on either check, and a black one on his
forehead. When thusarranged, all his fl’lv.:Ld: enter the Lv"\c, azd
wait until he dies. If the sick personbe of astreng constitati on
they were accustomed to administer poison ; in fact, “the daughter
of one old woman who wus'dying came ax ed asked me o give ber
mother some poison, so thit slie mwht die before the ~1"'m:x svastn
commenced. TRey think very little of ezoh other awhen iu health
and strength, buat as soon as they are des:d they Beeome va
and arc c.l“cd good Indians: When a peoson dies the Loon
“bed in the corner of the house, and cover iz with w hng m’tow, a‘-i
place the deccased thereon, and then th ey cover ‘him with
cof the same material. In twenty-four Lounrs’ time t
placed in the cotlin, and.mmxufcd in the pusidon that v 13 to bo
baried.  Then the time of mourning coizs. All the old women
of the tribe, and the friends and uh!u,u_\ of the deceasod: begin
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to groan, and sigh,and cry. The men groan out dchaldii di knu,;.
Oh dear, my son! and the women cry aninii di kuné! Oh Quu..
my son! After theydhave wept for one or two hours the greates:
chief present calls for silence. Then the smoking feast comunenees, ™
Tobacco and pipes are provided for everyone who attendx, and 4.
smoking begins in earnest and continues for several hours, uutil
“all are sick. During the smoking entertainment the chiefs and
friends of the deceased, according to rank, will begin to extol ti:.

virtues of the deceased, and try to console his relations by refurenc:

t6 bis disposition towards the poor, his love for his friends, aund

" his kindness towards his wife and children ; and they also are very

- careful to-refer to his liberality when making a free distribution

-6f his goods, pamely, a Potlatch. Everything done in his past lifc
passes under review, and they then conclude by saying. that his
time had come, and that the gods wanted him, and ‘e, being =«

" good aild wise man, had obeyed their summons. When anyone of
- importance dies mews is carried to all the other villages, and they
" - at once come to see the dead ‘man, and also consult with his

relations regarding the funeral arrangements. If the deceased

__.person should belong to the Bears, the funeral preparations are

made and conducted by members of the Eagle Crest and vice versi.
- After the funeral is over all the people are feasted by the deceased

- ghan’s nephew, who then assumes his unele’s title and property.




