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Kuox Preshyterian Chureh

= Listowel ——

* The Church’'s One Foundation Ne Nesus Christ Our Lord

Wistorical record in connection with the JYubilee
Mervices held on Heptember 20th and 21st, 1411




PREFACE

AL\ prosenting this historical sketch of our chur) roreaders. the commttec are
1 deeply conscious of many impertections and onmission prred by

the absen some of the earhier church r Is. and have had to trust wt t ur

own memory and to that of others for many the events and 1 ents recorded
Especially as this troe in regard to exact dates, and the someshat unsatistact rid ot
may be too much in evidence. It will be noticed that we have made large use of nan
believing that this will not be the Jeast iteresting part of our story Stch as 1t Ve present
it to the members, adherents and friends of Knox Church, with the hope that ot o
interesting to them, and perhaps, to some who after, that they may be able w t
even as we can say of those who have gone botore us, Cother men have Liboured, and we
have entered into their lahours Committed

The thanks of the commtte 1s due to the untinmyg work My T s Hande under

whose supers ision the history has teen comprled




EARLY DAYS

HE story of most ur village and conntry churches is like that of most countries, it goes back

bevond the period of weitten records. Men and women living their aves, doing things, inoa word

making history hetore there was anvone with lessure or opportunity to record it so that we are
dependent on local tradition for our knowledge of the events and happenimgs of those older
times. It would appear that, as i other places, as soon as o dozen or more Preshvterian famihes had

mwade ther homes i the new settlement there was o desire tor ne otis services atter the order to which

v had een accustomed, soowe find that ministers from the older parts of the countey come o and

whed to the Tittle lond of Preshvtertans, dispense T the commumon. haptized their elialdren, gave them

truction and ment and endeavourcd to keep

wour

them together until there would be enough of them to orm

A congregation.  These preaching sonvices were generally

Beld i the honses or barns of the people, sometimes i the

open air As more families were settl mothe growing

vibage and an the surronnding conntry t was fedt that the

time had come when an attempt shonld Te made

wganie
thomse lves inte o congregation In vy the tour com
i

Lastowe! were united and gave a call to Res. R Renwiek, o

manites of Monkton,  Elma Centre, Maleswort)

e o the countey . a graduate of one of

vorng man bately o

the Seottish unncrsities

MR RENWICK'S MINISTRY - Mro Rerwick wa
e by the

Rev. ROBERT RENWICK

andd anducted o the four tald

Prestaters of Steattord and continied 1o tr o s

ma Centre

extensive pansh until 158 when o new arangement of the field was made Mo

were formed ateo charg L over which Mr Renwick was placed . He continued to mimmister to this donlile

I Mr Renwwek remunmmg i charge of Flma Centre wha b

Charge tor some vears, when at agam was dina
now came to be known as Vwood. He contmued i charge of the Mawood church for o tew vears, when
he retired, gomg back o s natne Land where he dhed about twenty vears ago He was o
tine type of the old fashioned Seoteh mmister, somesw bat cosy going but adwass interestod i the weitare of

B people. by whom he was much heloved

MOLESWORTIH AND LISTOWE] These two congregations united i givmg o call to Rev 1 W REv J W BELL M A




R i A S ]

Bell, M. A a young man fresh trom the university The ol was griven i Mas bt as we bl et
chureh bunlding of our own the Preshvtenians having had the use of the « nal church for
time previous, the mduction of the new minister was deterred until the winter M

steps were taken for the ercction of 4 new church

The man of the hour 1« nowith the church bing was Mr Lol Aesander whose

frame. gentad conn enance

Ve dontan accent, will stll b remenlu ) e o peiple

. He was architect, buidibing commttee. teeasurer  evensthing The church was 4 e comtortable we
fimshed trame budding, and setccted credit on the good taste anl coterprre of the smadl and compaor .
poor congregat  who taok hand  Thanks
largels to Mr Alexamaer s w N
binlding was tinished betore the close o i
church opening. with the ordimation and fuct towik
place on Dec 25 308 The proacher on the . .t
Dr. Cochrane, ot Bran Ioone ot the most o
preachers i the country oo ears 4

MR JOMN ALEXANDER Phe joant pastorate of Maolesworth and Listow
tinned untl 1576 when they partod cony o o
separate comgrogations. Mro T " . ol
Listoweld At the formation of the congregation under Mr Renwick two elders woere appoanted . My
samue] Davudson and Me DM Gordon, who with the noamister constituted the session tor 1 var
o il Knox chureh separated from Molesworth. Amony ¢ who were active the temporal affases
of the chureh in the early days, two names are prominent, Me Alesander, already mentoned and My
Pinming. These were tollowed by Dro Nwchol, 1D Camphell, BF Brooke, W E o Bmng. | H
Mo Dromald and many others, whose names might e mentioned did space perms
At this time the mimster’s stipend was §70s here were nate the t I nwhow
. then. and for 4 few vears afterwards, on the augmented Bist, becomimg selt supporting alwan
As may be supposed not many of those who were i the char «ovar s " ot oalne
however, we are able to count upswands of a dozen of those who were f Knox churel 1"
wrive work of the church over o vears ago. who still survie Ry W I now hivng retied n
Foronto ; Mroand Mrs. A Henderson, Mroand Mres DD Campla Mro oand Mrs 0 Brown. My 1ohn
Phompson and Mrs. Alex. Rae, i Listowel . Mro A B Gordonom Bl Mes Wi Anderson G S Bl Dhesiisitn




MR D. M. GORDON

the evening with great gusto and applanse

or three chandehiers suspended from the

Kirkwood, showing great dexterity, standing on the backs of two pews and lighting the four Limps with

one match

REVISAAC CAMPBELL'S PASTORATE —In January, 1885, Rev Isaae Campbell was induct:

ind continued as pastor until April, 182

iting of the church was done with coal o1l Tamps

Tp: Mroand Mrs. Welch, in Mornington Mrs. Joseph Lockhart, in Stratford, and Mr. and Mrs. James

Armstrong, in Vancouver

In the first year, after the separation from Molesworth, the congregation was asked for three
additional elders, This resulted in the selection of Messes. Wm, Haddow, Wm, Somerville and Jas
Crozier. who were ordained and inducted on Nove ard, 18760 In October, 15785, two more names were
dded to the session, Meo Do Hamilton and Mro 11 Hamlton. In 1880 the membership had increased to
I aSS2 Mreo Bell gave in his resignation and the chureh was without @ pastor for over a year, Rey

2
John Kav, of Milverton, acting as moderator

The services in those davs were somewhat simpler

md more primitive than we are accustomed o now

especially was this so in the service of praise. There were
no hvmns sung, only the psalms and paraphrases, no choir
noanstrument, only the precentor leading the singing, the
people sitting while singing and standing at the praver
Ihe first precentor, the writer of this sketeh remenbers,
was Mr. Jas. Green who offictated for a good many vears
As may be supposed his renumeration was not very great
His small salary was sometimes increased by a present
given at what was known as a surprize party, The writer
well remembers being at one of these gatherings when Mr
Mexander called two or three friends round him and read a
few verses which he had composed for the occasion,  He
wked Mro And. Melwraith to add o verse, which after a
few minutes thought, he did. The song was sung during

L row of single lights on the sides and two
The caretaker, Mr. John

ceiling with fonr lamps apiece

In this pastorate the new hymnal was introduced which was MR JAMES ARMSTRONG




found to add much to the interest of the prase service. the hirst selection g bemng that well known
marchimg hvmn, Onward Chostuan Solders Marchmg as to War In belauary 1N the .
were elected, Messes. John Thompson. John Livmgston, stoand Andrew Little

THE NEW CHERCH Another event helongimg to Mr pastorate e s e thar
passing notice. From about the vear 15551t hogan to b Cohnreh ) " ¢ keoping w
the merease of the congrogation and more uy late i ats equipment would have o} ey '

) there were many - who  opposed \Mtor I el disi s t oW ' 1
procecd with the work A budding comminttee wa ppointed, s member AT | N
chatrman - B F Brook, secrctary P Lalhoo, treasurer - D D Camphedl and W 18 ' Plans and
specifications were deawn up and 4 subscnption hist started
The contractors were Messts Smith and Bam | 1
Listowel The contract price was §18 Tt with extra .
and the placing of a pipe organ. o delt of over g2 \ s
incurred The old church was moved back to become
of the pew ediice. While the bulding was o progre
congregation worshipped - the Litheo Hall, a b r
which stood on the present site of the Arhington hotel

The corner stone of the new church was laed T In
Nichol with all the usual ceremontes and much speesch
muking 1 the presence of o Large crowd of frie 1 we
MR JOMN BINNING wishers of the church an June NN The chureh wa
opened for worship some time i the nest vear
Mr Camphell's pustorate came 1o a ¢y his
resignation o Apnil, 18g2. Rev. A Henderson, M A of g as moderator duning the
vacaney

. MR MORRISON'S PASTORATE Our next pastor was Rev 1A Marnson. of Montreal  He

recenved a unanimous call Fwas inducted an Junuary, 1803 Hs pastorate was short, coming to a o lose
in June of the following vear by s acceptance of a call to East church, Toronto, Mr Henderson. ot
Atwood, again acting as moderator during the vacanoy

MR, COOPER'S PASTORATY Rev. Wi Cooper, BB AL recenved and accepted a call and wa DR Jomun NicHoL
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M O S PASTOR )
LSRN ‘. e
I M\
‘ "
" vinl
RETROSPECT ) .
shethie ! & o
MR D D CampBELL s
to the " \ '
which £l to the ot of a hard workimg minster it .
Iffer we think ot can be truthitull 1 them that they were well cquipped
ality and tramming, and earnestly and 4 Woin the A
endeavored poant the way to Heaven sa ' \ - I A\
1t is worthy of remark, that with the oxeept t Mr ) ! " e My
others are vet i the active work of the v Rl A i
torty vears after Me Bell's inductiom hen A ke nyite Dt
W vhien he was presented with s cor entary address and 4 e ot ol

wh 1 | o
Nt ety .
P KA e
I K
om My N
made the 1 unt . oo




INCREASED LIBERALITY Wiathin the List cight or ten vears an anproved spant of iberality s
Proarent among onr people, party doe to more stirnmg appeals trom the pulpat, partl owing to personal
canvassing amd some stimmlus from the Laviman's Missionary. Movement, but we helieve, more than
o thang «lse from the use of the duples enve The canvass for the use of the duples envelope was
ke e vears agos durimg the vacaney presions to Me U rguliart's induction
WOMEN'S WORK IN THE CHERCH It moay here e ful wknow ledgod the importanmt
Pt Laken i many lines of Clinstian service by the women ur W beth as fadivaduals and in
different missionary and benevolent societios. O ministers” wives hune generally taken a leading pant i
1 urch o work and they e heen ablyv seconded T
moans of ourown women Mrs T Phomlton has been verny
Ctive i organang and enteving on mis Lisses among
the cldren and vonng people s we oother Tines of
work Fhe twe socnwties the W1 MoS and WL ML S
are now umted ol known as the Women's Missionary
St The otheers of thas socrty an Prosident, My
Pas O leband cretany, Meso 11 Foster O trcasurer, Mes 7
L MeCauk M Clelamd also comducts o mission: stidy
class at her home i the conntry
HAMILTON MISSION BAND O Mes T L Ml
ton, pressdent o Marg et ] coretany o Grace Kidd
M JOHUN LIVINGSTONE SK treasures
CAMPRELL MISSION BAND Miss Minnw
Stevenson. presudent - Reve Foster, secretany o Jean
MeCTellan, treasurer
FHE GUILD Rev | M Nicol hon president 5 Miss 1 Binning, president . Miss E Graham
corctany - M Wall MeDonabd, treasarer
I'he Tadu Vi has done, and as domg. moach useful and seltsacrficing work fimancadly and
otherwiso Fhe socety has gnven very materal assista to the managers o the matter of finanees. At

present it has assumicd the responslalite of the mortgage on the manse and quite recently the first payment

Mr B F BROOKE

—




of $200 was made to the church treasurer At the tane o el renno § . ) '
managers  This with otaer donations from tiane 1ot Vrings the
$isoa The Ladies have & splendid cquipment tor holding <ocial gathicring e ' M
Kennedy, president | Mis Jas 1 R T
THE SARBATIHE SCHOw! Almeont trom the foundat f 1) ! Yar
ance and a succession of ethioent and hard worka peritendents teahiers o e e t
' best tor the moral and spantual welfare and traming of the o | o people t ' 1
first superintendent whose name. the weiter can e Mr o tus Lovkie Mo w avd by My
Henderson and on the Latter's retirement the versat
Tohn Alesander On Mr Alesander [ l troam 1)
town Mr ) 1 Hamilton tilled the position for a short tine
For a bt space the m ers occupied this peosat
the appomtment of Mo T L Ham m Ja M
Hannlton Lathiully pertormed the duties of the .
the time ot Tus resignation i Fele ' Me b«
Mo Donald was then asked to accept the pos b b he
has filled up ta the present time th Mr A
essistant supt T L Mot aunles s tre wlW K1
hhraran
At present the S 8 has o membershnp ot '
with  gordd average attendance i voung peopde s amd adult
Rev D W S UrguuarT B A Wilde Classes Then v opoond sttt ot ra. a ol
hhrary . bt the work A ar '
suitabde  school Danlding o
anxions 1o have such a bulding ereeted May therr wish soon he |
Sabbath School  Every branch of Sabbath School work reprosented “ |
. Cradle Roll to Adult ible Classes  Recruts are drawn trom our seliool tor the Miss Bands A
Peoples” Sovtety and the active work of the church 1t has a very Tive interest i missions n vl 1
clamm three out of our tonr misstonaries i the toreren eld as tormer active Sunday School worker
THE ELDERS - Of the 22 men who have been members of Session an the past vats the t
g have died. Messrs S Davadson e M« Ton, Wi Someralle, Wi Hokde I Hannlt vl '
I Lavingstone, st T Thompson. K Cortis. v Ominne and G Mavbersy . swith an egual number who b Nev ‘W Cooren 8. A




THE PRESENT SESSION - Rev ]| M Nwol, BA
clerk - Henry Moore, T 1,
v Henderson, G0 Melrose and A Vule

FHE PRESENT BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
treasurer ; NN Gowdy seeretary, W R Logie, Jas. May
berry . Jas Grav, G Meldrose, Jas. MeRae, Harvey Ellis, D
Menaes, T Cleland

FHE CHOIR
wnder the able management o Miss 1

We have a Targe and ethicient choir
Thomson, solonst
and Jeader, with Mass Muargaret Sutherland, as orgamst
Miss Sutherband has been connected with the senvee of

ntinnenshy sinee the davs of the intro

Pratse. as orgar

duetion of the organ and choir Teader. She began i her
carliest teens when her feet wonld scarcely reach the pudals

or her fingers the octaves and sinee then she has worked in

Marmony with evers ehonr Teader down to the present time
Miss M. SUTHERLAND Miss Sutherband has been o tower of strength to the con

gregation 1 the service of prase and has fow equals as an

organist

SPECIAL SERVIVES

withe ut ostentation. or seeking to attract

Athough onr chureh has generally carned on it work i the usual way

by other than the ordinars means of grace, however, special

services have sometimes heen take hvantage o waith good results, Jeading to mdiadual conversions

il Lo the spiritual uphitt of the o oseregation

ANNIVERSARY Our chureh has made much of s anmiversary occasions and these

have afforded our own people, as well as others in the community . the opportunity of listenmg to many of

SERVICES

the most tamons and cloguent preachors of the Presbyvterian church in Canada

he tollowimg are the names of those who have served as Session Clerks
Crozer, 11 Hamilton, D Hamlton, B Moore, T L. Hamilton and E. 6 MceDonald

Hamilton, R ] Grav, T Hardie

moderator ; F

A Yule, chairman; | ¢

MeDonald
Jas. Grifhth, Jas. Grav, 1 O Hard

removed from the bounds of the congregation and are now serving the chureh in other parts of the country
Messrs. b M Gordon, Jas

session

he, W R

Hamilton

THOMSON




BEOUESTS - Some of

by wan of comtribution The Tate Willian Gars Rt $1o 1o the s . Ve A
Coaarroch et § to the bbby tund o the church and the Late My anes Lo b § 1
current expenses £ tor home m 18 ton . ' Mo .
the Sunday S hool with aott o § tont 1ar el o ' her M '
ented 1o the chureh o Geneya g o the £ the m " The Misse ' X

beantitul window i memony of ther mother

MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES FROM ol R cHEEROH I

have sone out fron ) \ seachicr the @ A Nt b as "
Rev W M Kav. M A\ ] L A o M
Aenes Mo AThster who ded wh ' i 1ot "t
She b RLEIRY ' N '
] John CGotth 1A ‘
o i North 1 ! }
. My G ol
people ! . }
REV JOMN GRIFFITH church, Listo
I
' £ vgons, M4 . ak !
encouragIng n ¢ place in Chima Politiea savs Me. O
reactionary ruling dymasty and Bas g to ke her place i the great 1 $ oo vt
f tionally, he adds, 4 considerable oy o dasea msanas: aln
modern schools Religionsts . the thought of the nation bas been turned e o tow ards o
i way which even the most optinistic tmissiomari a3 mont Taave anticipated Hiteen ve " N
Dishiment as almost outrunming tath durmg the recent vear China
Miss Mamsie Quinn is another missionaty who went ot from Ki boreh Ging Tuith

successtul work at Tsing Vang station, Central Clianag Mws O 1 working o pre 1 HeV ' J. 8. HanDIE




Mr HOAL M BD th resentative of K Bareh wheo, with his wife, formerly
Miss 1 1 North Morn Wi prom koot Hosan, Ch He w rdaned i
b church m September 1
1 1 wr [N hureh i 1) | \ I ] T "e A ' '
1 wl I her b 1 Rev Dra Pherce, o
. i ! K ounder the piees ot 1)
. hureh at Harpoot, A Miner M
'y . e oof the most enth 1 rhers .
" ih Sl hiireh i
OF R O DEST MAN T .
h siont " "
My oo ' . 1 1 . nl
Ir \ et e battde «
“ " (Pest % 4 B
1 1 el his chureh and ’ |
his 1 carly the t vear of } « Ihree
Rev J M Nico. BA BD his oo IS e Bow i e
0 ‘
CARING TOR OUR 100 It e o f
cotion ot the poor and the atfheted among ns have o N caredd -
ke tor svmpttin and practical Bt swhen suchwos necded
CLOSING WORDS 1 e e traced, stop by st Prog £ this chinrch fon " '
mall ! el 1 " It ul ik discou to o onnshing and induentiad e
Skt Mer Jeaders lave seen many ansions amd g hours, but they were men who ol
vage ok the results are apparent teday - W beliove shie las Justified her existonae i f
cromnssion Her minster Bl and fanthitul to therr trost avdd sy poople b
' the te whines an N N
' ¥ et K hwrech MR JOHN THOMESCN
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