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PREFACE

The evils arising from loligious persocutioti, sectarian hatred,
ill-^'i>vcriiiii()iir, and t»|)i>ri-.>>ioii wcio iiover iinni' .str(.ll^I\ illus-

trated than by tho fact that fur a ct'i •rv Ireland, uhkh lias

sitiie that time furnished us with a i.irge propuition of our
hest soldiers, slir.uM havo been among our bitterest and most
formidable fo.s, and h:r sons fought in tho raidcs of oiu'

greatest continental enemy. It was not because they were
adherents of the house of Stuart that Irishmen left their native
coiuitry to take service abroad, but because life in Ireland was
rendered veilnigh intolerable for Catholics on account of tho
nature and sevt;rity of the laws against them, i.nd the bittorne.ss

with which tho.so laws were carried into ertect.

An Irish Catholic had no prospects of employment or ad-
vaticement at home. He couUl hold no civil appointment ..f

any kind; he could not .serve as an otruer, nor even eidi .^ as .i

private, in the army; he could not hold land; he wassubjeo «-•

imprisoimient.and even death, on the most trifling in," frivolo.ii
accusations brought against him by the .satellites o. the Iri. h
(Jovernmeut. Not only could he not sit in the parliament of
Dublin, but he could not even vote at electioiLS. It was l)ecau.se
thoy believed that the return of the Stuarts would mean
relief from at least some of their disabilities, and liberty to
carry out the ottice.s of their religion openly, and to dwell in
peace, free from denunciation and persecution, that the Irish
remained .so long faithfid to the Jacobite cause.

It w;is not indeed until 177f that the Catholics in Ireland
were admitted to (jualify themselves as subjects of tho ere .n,

wmw- r'-?
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and not until the followiiu' vo-ir th^t fi,„„
enlist in thp n,.,.,, V u

^ ^^ '"''^''^ permitted to

o^tr to fMnce, that nnsod the Irish Brigade to the „osi ion ofan important factor in the IVench army, 4ich it h dW e.rha huiKlrod years, bearing a p.-ominen't part in ev r- ^a J

Euro,"
" '"""" '""""« ''»"''"-' ""-» tl,..„ugho,;'

<^- A HENTY.

'^^PH
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IN THE IRISH BRIGADE

CHAPTER I

FRESH FROM IRELAND
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II

"Beyond the fact tli.tt he is a Koimedy, juid that his father
hatl to tiy from Irelaiiil two years after the siege of Limerick
owing to a participation in some plot to bring about a fresh rising

in favour of King James, he is unacrpijiinteil with his family
history. He has never heard from his father, and only knows
that he made for France after throwing the usiu'per's spies off

his track, and there can be little doubt that it was his inten-

tion to take service in this biigade. There have been several
Kennedys in the service, and I have little doubt that this

young gentleman's father was the .Miuroch Kennedy who
joined the thiid legiment about that time and was killed a
few months afterwards at the battle of Breda. His death
would account for the fact that his son never received a letter

from him. At the time when he left Ireland the child was
some two years old, and as commuin'cation was ditticult, and
the boy so young, Murroch might very well have put off
V liting until the boy grew older, not thinking that death
nn'ght intervene, as it did, to prevent his doing so.

"This is all ."dimple and straightforwaid enough, and you
will, I am sure, have no hesitation in extending the hand of
friendship to the son of a gallant Irishman who died figliting

in the ranks of the Irish Brigade, exiled, like the rest of us,
for loyalty to our king. Still, gentlemen, you might perhaps
wonder how it is that he knows no moie of his family, and it

was that this que.'^tion might be dispo ed of once for all, that
I am making this statement to you -»n his behalf. He was
not brought up, as you nn'ght expect, with some of his father's
connections. Whether the family were .so scattered that
there was no one to whom he could safely entrust the child, I

know not, but in point of fact he sent him to one of the last
houses wliere a loyal gentleman would wish his son to be
brought uj). We all know by name and reputation -I and
your majors knew him personally—the gallant James O'Carroll,
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who died fighting bravely at the sioge of Limerick. He was
succeeded in his estate hy h.s brother John, one of the few
Irishmen of good family who turne.l traitor to his king andwho secured the succession to his brother's possession's by
beconimg an ardent sufjporter of the usurper and by cha.K'ini
his rehgion. *" °

" Thy Murroch Kcnno.ly should have chosen such a man
as the guardi.n of his son is a mystery. Whether they had
been great friends in earlier times, ;vhen John O'Carroll
professed as warm an attachment to the Stuart cause as did his

7^'' '^'T''
""' '"^''^''' ^^'"'"^*'>'

l'"^-^^'-^-^^^' •^•^'^h knowledge
ot UCarrolls traitorous dealings with the Dutchman as would
If generally k.-.own, have rendered him so hateful to all loyal
men that he could no linger have remained in the co.uitry
arid so had a hold over h.m, Mr. Kennedy can tell us nothin-/
Ho was brought by his nurse tr Castle Kiikargan and was left
with John OCarroll. It i. :lear that the latter accepted the
charge unwillingly, for he sent the child to a farm, where
he remained until he was eight yeais old, and then placed
him with the parish priest, who educated him. The lid
visited at the houses of the neighbouring gentry, shot and
rowed and fished with their sons. O'Carroll, however, beyond
ix^iying for his maintenance, all but ignored his existence
showing no interest whatever in him up to the time when ho
furnished him with a letter of introduction to de Noailles
ox.-ept that he :nade him a present of a gun as soon as he
becan.o of an age to use one. He never attempted to tamper
with his loyalty to King James, and in fact, until he sent
tor him to ask what profession he would choose, he never
exchanged ten words with him from the time that he was
brought to the castle.

"We can each form our own theory as to the cause of «uch
strange conduct. He may have given a pledge to Murroch
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S'

" I sMpposc t!io roal fact was, Kennedy, that he watt glad to
get rid of you alto^'i>tlicr?"

"I think that is hkoly orioiigh; he certainly raised no
objection wh itever to my going ahrnad, and seemed to think
it natural that I should cliooso the Irish Brigade here in pre-
ference to the British s vice, lie said something unpleasant
about its not being singular that I should be a rel)el when I

always associated with rebels, to which I replied that it seemed
to me that I -ould hardly be blamed for that, seeing that my
fadicr had been what he called a rebel, and that I hv\ little

choice in the matter of my associates; and that if I had been
e(lucated at a school in England instead of by good Father
O'Leary, I might have had other sentiments. He replied that
my sentiments were nothing to him one way or the other.
Ho was glad to wash his hands of me altogether; and. at
any rate, if I went to Franco I coidd drink the health of
King James every day without his being involved in my
treason."

" It almost looked as if he wished you to grow up a rebel,
Kennedy, or he would hardly lave placed you in the chnrge
of a priest. He may have reckoned that if "there was another
rising you might join it, uad so be taken off his hands alto-
gether."

' »^ liatever the reason was, I have certainly cause for satis-
faction that he removed me from the care of the farmer's wife
with whom he at first placed me, and arranged with the priest
to take charge of me altogether. O'Leary himself had been
educated at St. Omer, and was a splendid follow. He was
veiy popular on the country -.side, and it was owing to my
being with him that I was ailmitted to the houses of the
gentry around, whereas had I remained in the farndiouse in
which O'Carroll first placed me, I should only have associated
with the sons of other tenants."

( M 648 )
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" Ve», I „ip|H,«, my father hii,l a.kH Urn l.> Hn .„ l
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rn^i'T"^'.* ^

with his countrymen who have won such credit out here, and

many abs^^ain from joining only because they do not know how

to set about it. The work of the agents, then, is principally to

arrange means for their crossing the channel. It is well that

the suppl}' is steadily kept up, for I can assure you every

battle fought makes very heavy gaps in our ranks; but in

spite of that, three fresh regiments have been raised in the

last year, partly by fresh-comers from Ireland, and partly

by Irish deserters from Marlborough's regiments. But I am
interrupting your story."

"Well, after leaving Mr. O'CarroU and making my pre-

parations, I paid a visit to the cottage where the officer was

staying in disguise, and told him that I wanted to cross. He
gave instructions as to how to proceed. I was to go to a

certain street in Cork and knock at a certain door; when it

was opened I was to say, 'The sea is calm and the sky is

bright'. ' Then ', he said, 'you will be taken in hand and put

on board one of the craft engaged in the work of carrying our

recruits across the water. You Avill be landed at St. Malo,

where there is an agent of the Brigade who gives instructions

to the rec: lits as to hew they are to proceed, supplies them

\ ith money enough for the journey, and a man to accompany

each party and act as interpreter on the way.

"I carried out his instructions, crossed the channel in a

lugger with thirty young peasants bound also for Paris, and on

landing at St. Malo took my place in the diligence for Paris,

having fortunately no need for an interpreter. On my pre-

senting my letter to the Marquis de Xoailles be received me
with great kindness, and treated me as a guest until he had

obtained me a commission in your regiment. Now, when are

we likely to go on active service?"

" Soon, I expect," O'Neil said ;
" but whether we shall be sent

to the Peninsula or to Flanders no one knows; in fact it is
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likely enough that we shal

it is seen how matters

most required. It is

garrison in Paris, and

the last regiments order

ticular hurry to exchango\omfortabl

and such adventures as m:

altern for roughing it in the field, where, as has been the case

ever since the Brigade was formed we get a good deal more
than our fair share of hard work and fighting."

"I should have thought that you would all have liked

that," Desmond said in some surprise.

"Enough is as good as a feast," the other said; "and when
you have done a few weeks' work in trenches before a town

you are besieging, stood knee-deep for hours in mud, soaked

to the skin with rain, and with the enemy's shot coming
through the parapet every half-minute or so, you will see that

it is not all fun and glory. Then, too, you see we have no

particular interest in the quarrels between France and Germany.
When we fight, we fight rather for the honour of the Irish

Brigade than for the glory of France. We have a grudge

against the Dutch, and fight them as interested parties, see-

ing that it was by his Dutch troops that William conquered

Ireland. As to the English troops, we have no particular

enmity against them. Cromwell's business is an old story,

and I don't suppose that the English soldier feels any par-

ticular love for Queen Anne, or any animosity against us; and
after all, we are nearer in blood to them than we are to the

Germans, Austrians, or Spaniards, for there are few even of

our oldest families who have not many times since the days of

Strongbow intermarried with the English settlers. At any
rate, there are still plenty of adherents of King James in

England and Scotland. We speak the same language and
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form imt of the Hainc iiHtioii, and I own that I wonlrl rather
light against any foreign fo han against them."

" So would I," Desmond said heartily. " Our only point of
difference is that we don't agree as to who should be king.
We want a Catholic king, and the majority of the p]nglish
want a Protestant king. We have fought on the subject, and
been beaten. Ne.vt time we hope that we may succeed. If

the king were to land in England again I would fight heart
and soul in hi.s cau.se; liut whether the French l)eat the
English in the present war, or the English l>eat the French,
will not, as far as I can ^oc, make much difTrrijice to King
James, who, Father O'Leaiy tells me, is, in his opinion, sup
ported here by the French king from no great love for him-
self, but because so long as James has adherents in Ireland,
Scotland, and England, he is able to play him off against the
English Government."

The other young men laughed.

"For heaven's sake, Keiuiedy, keej) such .sentiments as these
to yourself. It is a matter of faith in our brigade that we are
fighting in the cause of King James as against the English
usurper. Now that William is dead, and James's daughter
on the throne, matters are complicated somewhat; and if the
Parliament had settled the succession after Anne on her
brother there might have been an end of the quarrel
altogether. But now that they have settled it on Sophia of
Hanover, granddaughter of James I., and her descendants,
subject to the restriction that tl y shall be Protestants, the
quarrel does not seem likely to be healed."

"This priest of yours must be a dangerous man," O'Sullivan
said.

"Not at all. I can assure you he is devoted to the king;
but as he told me, there is no use in Irishmen always closing
their eyes to the true state of things. He. s.ay,s that we must
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rely upon ourselves and our loyal friends in Scotland and
J^ngland, but that he is sure the king will never be placed on
his throne by French bayonets. A small auxiliary force may
be sent over, but in all these years Lotus has made no real
effort to assist him, and even if for his own purposes he sent
a great army to f:ncrland and placed him on the throne,
he would not be able to maintain himself there for a month
after the French had withdrawn, for even a rightful king
would be hated by the people upon whom he hud been
forced by a foreign power, especially a power that had for
centuries been r- arded as their chief enemy. If he had
been in earnest, Louis would have sent over a great army
inst- of a few thousand men to Ireland, when such a
diversion would have turned the scale in our favour. As
he did not do so then, he is not likely to do so in the
future. The king is useful to him here by keeping up an
agitation that must to some extent cripple the strength of
England, but were a Stuart on the throne he would have to
listen to the wishes of the majority of his people, an<l France
would gain nothing by placing him there. Moreover, she
would lose the services of twenty thousand of her best soldiers,
foi' naturally the exiles would all return home, and what is
now the most valuable force in the French service might then
become du equally important one in the service of Britain."
"I am glad that this priest of yours remains quietly in

Kilkargan, for if he were to come here and expound his views
among our regiments he might cause quite a defection among
them. At any rate, Kennedy, I should advise you not to
take tL propagating his views in the regiment. It would not
add to your comfort or ours, and there are a good many hot-
headed men who would take up the idea that you had been
uifected by O'CarroH's principles.'

" It would not be well for anyone to say as much to my
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face," Desmond said. " Father OLcjiry is loyal to the back-
bone, although he has his own ideas as to the hopelessness of
our obtaining any efficient help from Louis. He thinks that
it will be far better to trust to our friends at home, and that
even did Louis carry out his promises it woultl in the long
run harm rather than benefit King James."

" I am not saying that his view may not be correct, Kennedy.
I am only saying that the view would be a very unpopular one
among the Brigade. We are fighting for France because we
believe that France in turn will aid in placing our rightful
king on th-j throne, and if we once entertained the notion that
Louis was deceiving us, that he had no intention of helping
us, and that if he did place James on the throne he would
alienate all his sympathizers at home, we should ask ourselves
of what use vas it spending our blood in fighfng the battles
of France."

"At any rate, I will take your advice, O'Sullivan, and will
keep my lips sealed as to Father O'Leary's views. As you
see by my presence here, he has not convmcea me, and as
long as there is a hope that by the aid of a French army we
may yet see our king come to his own again, I shall do my
best to prove myself a faithful soldier of France. I have
chosen my career with my eyes open. A loyal Irishman
cannot obtain employment, still less military employment, in
his own country, and accordingly we are to be found fighting
as soldiers of fortune in every country in Europe. At least
there is some chance that we may be benefiting the royal
cause by fighting for the country that gave King James
shelter and rendered him armed assistance in his struggle
with the usurper, and will probably give aid more or le.ss

efficient when the next attempt is made. In other countries
we are but soldiers of fortune; in France we may regard
ourselves as serving our own king by serving King Louis."
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"Do you speak French well, Kennedy?" O'Neil said,

changing the conversation abruptly.

" Yes. Father O'Leary took care of that, for I always said

that I should take service abroad as there was clearly nothing

else to do for a living, and con^iequently he generally talked

to me in that language, and I speak it as well as 1 do English

or Irish."

'* You have not had much practice with the sword, I sup-

pose
"

"Not so much as I could wish, though I never lost an
opportunity of practising. There were several of the tenants

who served in the regiment James O'CarroU raised. I used
to practise with them, but I shall lose no time in getting the

I t instruction I can here."

"Y'ou may want it, Kennedy. We are not particularly

liked by the French officers, betaus < we are generally chosen
to lead an assault or for other desperate service. Duelling is

of course forbidden, but that in no way prevents duels from
being frequent. As for lighting in action, as far as I have
seen or heard, swordsmanship does not go for a great deal.

If you press on hard enough, and there are men following

you, the enemy give vt-ay generally before it comes to hand-
to-hand fighting. If, on the other hand, they are the more
numerous, and hold their position in the breach, it is the
musketry that settles it. It is only when two officers happen
to meet in a fierce fight that swordsmanship becomes of im-
portance.

"We h?.ve a good school in the regimen^ and there are

several famous masters of fence in the town, so I sliould

advise you to give a couple of hours a day for a time to

making yourself a first-rate swordsman. I have just left off.

Our viuttre d'armes tells me I am too hot-headed ever to make
a fine blade, but I should fancy, from t lo way you have been
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arguing that you are likely to he cooler than n.ost of us in a
fencing bout. It is the fault with us all that we are apt to
ose our tempers, and indeed Maitre Maupert, who is the best
teacher here, declines absolutely to take any of us as pupils
saying that while we may do excellently well in battle he
can never hope to make iirst-class fencers of men who cannot
be relied upon to keep tlieir heads cool, and to fight with
pointed weapons as calmly as tiioy might fence with a friend
ill a saloon.

"Well. 1 shall work hard to become a fair swordsman"
Desmond said with a laugh. " I suppose there is plenty ^ftime to spare. -^

"Plenty. We have a couple of hours' drill in the mornin-
and after that, except Avhen you are officer of the day vou
can spend your time as you like. The colonel and two of his
officers attend at the king's levees when he is in Paris, but as
he spends the greater portion of his time at Versailles we are
seldom called upon for that duty."
A few days after Desmond'^ arrival the colonel took him

Tl 1 V
*\^;\^^™''^^"' ^^l^^-- James III, as his supporters

called bm, held a miniature court. The colonel presented
L^smond as a loyal subject of His Majesty and a newly-joined
cornet ,n his regiment. The young prince was a lad of
eighteen. He was surrounded by a group of courtiers who
had accompanied or followed his father into exile, and whose
insistence upon treating him with the respect due to a monarch
was m no slight degree galling to him, for, as he often declared
to the few friends he had about his own age, he had all the
disadvantages of being a king without any of the advantagesHe H-as at once taken with the appearance of Desmond Kennedy

Ah, Monsieur Kennedy," he said, after the ceremony of
presen ation had been completed, "I wish that I had all mv
faithful subjects of the Irish Brigade across the water with

X«r>
-v|
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me, and that I could put o„ a uniform like yours and fight at
their head for my rights."

"I would that you had, Sire; it would be a goo<l day for us
all; and believe me. that either in Ireland or Scotland vou
would soon find yourself at the head of an armv many times
more numerous than our brigade."

"They all tell me that I must wait," the young prince said
with a sigh, " but I have been waiting a long time now, and it
seems no nearer than when I was a child. However, the King
of f ranee has promised me that it cannot be much longer, and
that, when Marlborough is defeated and his army driven back
across the sea, he will send a fleet and an army to place me
on my throne."

"We shall all rejoice indeed when that time comes. Sire
and 1 am sure there is not a man in the Irish Brigade who
will not follow you to the death, and serve you as faithfully
as many of them did your royal father."

"I hope you will come here often. Monsieur Kennedy Iam sure that I shall like you very much, and I think that
you would always say what you thought and tell me the real
truth about things."

"Sire!" one of the older men exclaimed reproachfully.
"I mean no reflection on any one, Dillon. You all .say

what X am sure you feel, but you have grown accustomed
o waiting, and all think of what is politic, and complain that

I speak too frankly. Monsi^-.. Kennedy comes straight from
Ireland, and he is not old enough yet to have learned to measure
his words, and will not be always afraid that anything hemay say will be carried to the king. How I wish that the
king would .send me with Marshal Tallard'"

" That would never do, Sire. The English are your subjects,
and they would never forgive you if you were to appear in
tne held with a i^^rpnfh irmv ^.-.k*:. • > --111 a. Lmncn urmy, fighting against them.

Pa-: I-.,- • i:^'Wi S;-*-.^.-*^
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"But the Irish Bri:[;ado fight, Dillon/"

'•Yes, Your Majjsty, but they are in the service of France,
and by the terms of the treaty of Limerick weio allowed to
expatriate themselves and to enter the French service. We
have, in fact, renounced our nationality with the consent of
the English, and if taken prisonerf, could only be treated as
captured foes and not as traitors. Of course when Yotu-
Majesty ascends the throne we shall again become British
subjects."

" I trust that that may come soon, Dillon, and for your sake
rather than my own. When the time comes you will not find

me backward, but this weary waiting tries me sorely, and
were it not for those who have remained faithful to our cause,
I would gladly resign such chances as I have of succeeding
to the throne of England anil take a commission in the
Irish Brigade."

Dillon and some of the elder men shook their heads.

"Can you wonder?" the young prince said passionately.
"Here is Master Kennedy, who is younger than myself,
though a free life and exercise have made him a man in com-
parison to me; he has his life before him, he will bear his part
in many a pitched battle, and doubtless in many a private
adventure. He is his own master, and as long as he does his
duty there are ncne to say, you must not do that, you must
not say that, you must preserve your dignity, you must
speak softly and discreetly, you nuist wait patiently. I envy
you, Master Kennedy, I envy you from the bottom of my
heart: Come often to see me, you will always be welcome;"
and, turning abruptly away, he left the chamber hurriedly to
conceal the tears which filled his eyes. His counsellors shook
their heads solemnly, but Colonel O'Brien said warmly

:

" What the king says is natural for a man of his age, and,
for mv uart. it has

'my part, it increased my respect tor him. I say It
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without offence, but what could bo duller than the life this
lad leads hero? He hu« boe.i brought up literally without a
pleuKure. His late Majesty, heaven rest his soul ! was absorbed
in his religious exercises, and nothing could have been more
trynig to a boy than a court in which the priests and con-
fessors were practically supreme. Since his father's death
things have been but little better, and now I see that at heart
the young king has plenty of spirit and energy, I can feel
that his life has been that of a cageil hawk, and I am n.
surprised that he occasionaliy breaks out into revolt against
It. It would, methinks, ilo him a work! of good had he a few
companions about his own age like Knsign Kennedy. I would
even .say that although I can quite understand that as King
of England he could ..ot well take a commission in one of
our regiments, he might at least be placed with one of our
most experienced and honoured colonels in ordei- to learn
military exercises and to mix with the otticers as any other
nobleman might do when attached to the regiment."
Murmurs of dissent arose among the counsellors.
" Well, gentlemen," the colonel went on, " I have no desire

to interfere with your functions, but in my opinion it is

good that a king should also be a general". Did anyone
think any the worse of Dutch William that he was able to
command his army personally? None of us can believe
that King James will ever succeed to the inheritance of his
fathers without fighting, and it would be well indeed that he
should not appear as a puppet, but as one qualified to com-
mand. It w.is the fault, or rather the misfortune, of his
father that he was unfit to lead his troops in the field. Had
he been able to do so he would in all probability have died
King of England instead of as a fugitive and a pensioner of
King Louis. In one way it grieves me to see that the young
kmg feels his position acutely, but, on the other hand, I am

IH
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rejoiced to see that he is in „o way lacking i„ «pirit, and that
he ongs to iH) out of his cage an.l to try hin wing« for hinuself.
Well, gentlemen, having had n.y «ay 1 will take n.y leave of
you as duty calls n.e hack t.. n.y regiment. I trust that the
frankness with which 1 have spoken will not he nnsun.ler
stood.

So saying with a bow to the .ourtiers he left the roon.,
followed by Kennetly.

"They mean well." he said, after they ha.l mounte.! an.lndden olf at a gallop, "but it is a pity that these ^entlen.en.
all loya and honourable men as they a.e, should surroi-nd theyoung kn.g. lh.y .„ited well enough to the nmod of his
lather, who was always wanting in spirit, and was brokendown r.ot on y by the loss of his kingdom, but by the conduct
of h.s daughters, and what with that and his devotion to
religion he was rather a monk than a monarch. He believed-but most misutkenly-that he had a genius for politics, andwas c..nstantly mtnguing with his adherents at home, notablyMar borough an.l other lo.ds, from whon. he obtained fairwords and promises ^f support, but nothing el.se. But though
l.e could plan, he d,d not pos.sess a spark of energy, and wvasone of the most undecided of men, though, like' most un-
ecided men. he coul.l be extremely obstinate, and, unfortu-
.ately, the more wrong he was the more obstinately he heldto his cour.se. However, all this can make no diHerence in ourdevotion to the Stuart cause; but I hail with satisfaction th
prospect that in his son we may have one to whom we may
feel personally l.yal, for there can be no doubt that nien^'u
fight with more vigour for a person to whom they are attachedthan for an abstract idea."

-uuicneu

"I have heard Father O'Leary say the same, sir. Hi«op nion was that had the late king possessed the qualitithat commanded the personal a.lmiration and fidelity of hi
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followers, and cxdt.,! H,.n,othi„. like c,.th„.ia.s,„ an.,,,,. th«peo, e at larKo. he w..nM „evc,- have lo.t hi. tC^' ,couH Ju, have lo<l his a.n.ies as ,|i.l ,;,„,,,,„ „, t.^,, .^
;?',

:i::^2;::i:^
''""''•"

"^ ^^'-- -- ^-« ---^ ...

It waH a liad hn.sin<ws altom-Hier Jul li;

».il. h» ha,l ,„ ,,,,I„y „„ ,,,,,,,,,1 ,,.j I

I k

""!''', ''^".'' '""'^'. '-'""I '" <i- ™u»,, „ ,,, ,..,,
!>",';

iiw iiKl«l»i„i, and f,„l,|,.„,.,«. ChmlcehoM,,!,.. ,., .

'

.1 ,

inuso, wniio his son .lames rei)o]li»fl.ather than att.aeted ,,e.,so,.aI devotion. I t,-,.st th htgrandson u-ill inhe.-it so,no of his qualities. Mis o tbur t o d'

v

gave n.c hope that he .i|, do so. ,.,.t one nn.st o b t'on.uch on tha, It n.ay have been only the pettishne o

"

w::f:3:r'''^'^T'"^""'^Ketoihiehhe-::jcted and the ennn, of the li^e he leads, .ather than the

t I _)ou that ,t would he well to n.ake no mention to anyoneof the scene that yo„ have witnessed
"

"

" I shall ce,-tainly n.ake no n.ention of it t<, anvone si,- f^m son-y indeed fo,- the youn, king. His life ,„ns C eadful one, conscons of the impossibility of b.-eakin. the bo ds- wh,ch he is held, and knowi,.. .hat his eve,.; word andacuon will be repo,-te<l by spies to the Kin, of F,-ancc
'

lo,- three months Desmond Kenne.ly worked h.rdat drillnd swor-d exe,-c,se. He became a general favourite inegment ow,ng to his goo.l tempe,-, h„h spirits, and ,-eadinesto jo,n ,n everything that was going on. ke went overseveral t,mes to St. Ge,-main. At Pr.* .ho l-in

7

,,

looked hut ,.^n, ,.
'^»»gs conn.sollorslooked but coldly upon h.m, and he would have ceased to
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come there hatl it not hco.n for the tuiafTected pleAanre Mhown

by the king at hiH vii^it^. In time, however, two of the

principl men at the little court recjnested him to have a

conversation with thorn before going into the kingH chamber.

"You will undiTstatMl, Mr. Kfiuicily, ' one of thorn said,

when they h.ul Hiatod themselves in a (|uiet spot in thegarilen,

"that we, RtaiKJing in the [)osition of His Majesty's coun-

sellors, are in a »>o.sition of great re.><[)onsibilily. His Majesty,

as we nflmit is hut natiual, chafes over the inaction to which

he is condemned by circumstances, and is apt at times to

express his desire for action in terms which, if the}' came to

the cars of King Louis, as we have every reason to believe is

sometimes the case, would do him and the catise serious

injiuy. Naturally wo should V)e glad for im to have com-

panions of his own age, but it behoves us to bo most careful

that such companionship should not add to our difficulties in

this direction, and we should view with satisfaction a friendship

between the young king and one who, like yourself, is nearly

of his own age and, as; we can see, full of spirit and energy.

In the.se matters the king is deficient, but it would be better

that he should for the present remain as ho is, rather than

that he should, in acquiring more manly habits, grow still

moi f impatient and discontented with his position.

" We have natuniUy taken some little trouble in finding out

how you stand in your regiment, and wo hear nothing but

good of you. You are much liked by your comrades, pay the

greatest attention to your military exoixises, and aio regarded

as one who will some day do much credit to the regiment, and

we feel that in most respects your influence could not but be

advantageous to the young king; but the good that this might

do him would be more than balanced were you to render him

still more impatient than he is for action. You may well

suppose that we, exiles as we ha\c been for so many years
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from our country, are not \chh ini|witi(Mit than he for the day of

action. Iiut wo know that such action niiist dcend u{)on the

Kin^ of l-'ninco, and nut upon oiu«flves. Wo wimld gladly
risk all in an effort to place him on the throne of England, to

repair past injiiHtices and cruel wrongs; but, were we to move
without the assistance of Louis, instead of achieving that
object we mi-ht only bring fresh ruin, confiscation^ and death
upon the royalistn of England, Scotland, and Ireland. Arc
you of our opinion !"

"Completely no, sir. Of course I know but little of what is

{Kissing save in the neighbourhood where I have been brought
up; but I know that there, even among the kings most
devoted a<II> nts, there is a feeling that nothing can possibly

be done until France lends her aid in earnest. The Engli.sh

army is far stronger than it was when we were last in arms
and when William had to r.ly almost entirely upon his Dutch
troops atul Dutch generals, while the friends of the Stuarts
are almost without arms, without le.iders, and without
organization."

"That is good, .Mr. Keimedy; and if we were to sanction

King James's forming an intimacy with you, cat. I undeistand
that we could rely upon you;- not using your influence to add
to his impatience for action and discontent with his present
position 1"

"Certainly, sir; being so recently from Iicland I could
assure him that even his most devoted adherents there are of

opinion that no rising could be attetided with success unless

backed by French arms, atul especially by the aid of the Irish

Brigade, which has already won such renown for itself, and
whoso appearance would e.xcite the greatest enthusiasm among
all Irishmen."

" In that case, Mr. Keimedy, so fai- fi-om throwing any
dirticulties in the way of His .Majesty seeking your companion-
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"hip, «-e shall encourage him -.nd «», n, ,- onen as your .iiitfr, d^ir^^.fIf^
^ - ^o" here
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full of fish that he had but to drop a baited hook into the
water to bring up one immediately. The pleasure of fishing

consist ^ largely in the hard work that it demands; it is perhaps
miles to a stream across the hills, and a long day's work may
l)roduce but a half-dozen fish, but these the angler prizes in

proportion to the trouble he has had to get them. I think that

were I born heir to a throne I would rather that it should cost

me hardship, toil, and danger to obtain it, than walk into a
cathedral a few days after my father's death and there be
crowned."

"I do not agree with you at all," James said, shortly; "if

anything could not be had without toil, hardship, and clanger,

as you say, I would willingly go without it."

"Then, Sire, I can only hope that the toil and danger may
be borne by your devoted followers, and that you may be
spared them personally."

James looked sharply up at his companion to gather whether
the words were spoken sarcastically, but Desmond's face, though
flushed, was calm and serious. N 'heless, indolent as he

was, James felt that the words we. )roof, that although

he had at first liked him, there was i . caiity little in common
between him and this energetic young fellow, and the next
time he came he received him with much less cordiality than

before; while Desmond, who was beginning to tire of the

companionship of one who lacked alike the fun and humour
and the restless activity of his comrades Patrick and Phelim,

and who saw that the professions of James's friendship were
but short-lived, came over to St. Germain less frequently, until

at last he only rode over with his colonel, or when some duty
called him there.

" So you have been a failure. Master Kennedy," the coun-

sellor who had first spoken to him said one day, when the

change in the king's manner became evident to them all.

(M84S)

i^

f!



34 IN THE IRISH BRIGADE

" I am afraid so, sir," Desmond replied with a smile "
I

have no doi.bt that it was m • fault. Perhaps I was not
patient enough with him; but indeed my eflbrt/to rouse him
to take exercise, to practise in arms, and so on, were so ill
received that I felt I was doing more harm than good "

^^

" I was afraid tha> it .vould be o," the other said regretfully
You see during his later years his father gave up his time

almost entueiy to religious observances, and consequently thelads hfe was very dull and monotonou,. Constitutionally he
undoubtedly takes after his ftther, who, with all hi. virtueswas at once indolent and undecided. We have observed with
regret his disinclination to bestir himself in any way. Seeine

1 ?'^' Z
""'. ^^ '^'''^ *=«'"P^"io"«. are too old or too

rr ^ ^l'\T"''^1
'" ^' ^'''^y companions for him, we hadhoped that the talk of one of spirit and of his own age mighthave roused him to make some exertions to overcome his

disinclination for anything like active - ercise. I think now

fCT'' u "'
r''^

''''"«' '^''' '''' ^^^"^<^ ^^'-« 'oo strong,'
that he could not but feel that your alnindance of spirits and
hfe were too much for him, and that the companion he needs

^
one who could to some extent sympathize with him. andwho could pe,haps make more allowance for the mann r inwhich he has been brought up. We do not blame you at all

I am sure t at you have done your best. But it is evident
that the contrast between you and himself has been too stronga one; and that feeling he cannot hope to emulate you?

:^t^r'' '' '-' --' '' --- ^^ - ^ «- «^ reflec'tion

Desmond was by no means sorry at being relieved of the
necessity of paying frequent visits to St. Germain. In the
first place, he begrudged the time that was taken from his
fencing lessons, at which he had worked enthusiasticallv; and
in the next, he had felt, after two or three visits, that be- veen
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himself and the young king there was really nothing in com-mon lull of hfe and spirits himself, it seemed to him^othing
short of disgraceful that one who aspired to rule should takeno pains whatever to fit himself for a throne, or to cultivate
qualities tha would render himself popular among a high-
spirued people. And as he came to un.lerstand James more
horoughly, he had found his visits increasingly irksome, .H
the more so as he felt their inutility.

" Thank goodness," he sai.l to hi; two friends when he wenthome that day, "I have done with St. Cermain. I am aswarm an adherent as ever of the cause of the Stuarts, and
should be perfectly ready, when the time comes, to fight my
hardest for them; but I would vastly rather fight for the
King than converse with him."
"I suppose, by what I have seen ot im„, that he must besomewhat wearisome," Phelim O'Sullivan said with a laugh

I^ortunately wit and gaiety are not essential qualities on the
part of a monarch; but I must own that, treasonable as itmay sound, I fear His Majesty is lacking in other qualities
far more essential in a monarch. I should say that he is
kindly and well disposed, he wishes to be fair and just, andmay turn out a wise ruler; but he is altogether deficient in
energy. I suppose there is no occasion for a king safelv seated
upon a throne to be energetic, but a prince in e-xilJ should
possess the qualities that excite enthusiasm and bind men tohm. Po.ss.bly the qualities King .lames possesses would be
highly valued by the Scotch, but they would certainly fpil to
inspire our people."

^

" Yes," Patrick O'Neil agreed, " his father did more to ruin
his cause in Ireland than all William's Dutch general, and
troops together. It was disheartening to be risking life and
possessions for a man who would do nothing for himself whosP
indecision paralysed our leaders, and who. the moment a re-

W
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verse came, sought safety ii. flight ir.stcHcl of taking his place
among the men who were devoted to his cause. I can under-
stand tha< it) England, where the majority of thost- who pro-
fesse.! to he devoted to him were I.etraying him, and were in
secret communication with A\-illiam, he should he hy turns
obstinate and vacillating; but in In^land, where every man
who surrounded him was risking his life in his cause, he
should have shown absolute conHdcn.e in them, listened to
their advice, set an example of personal gallantry and courage,
and at least remained among them until all was definitely
lost. It was the desertion of -lames rather than the loss of
the battle of the Boyiie that ruined hi.s cause.

" Well, I am glad you are out of it, Un- it was a pity that
you should bo going without your work at the salle hirmrs
when you were making such progress that, the master rep.orted,
m a few months you would become one of the best swoidsmen
in the regiment."

There were in Paris many Irish officers besifles those belong-
ing to Colonel O'J^rion's regiment. These were for the most
part men who had i.een .severely wounded in the preceding
campaign, and who now remained in the capital with the
depots of their regiment.s These weie cotistantly recruited
by fi-esh arriv.ils from Ireland, by which means the Irish
Brigade was not only kept up to their original strength, in
spite of the heavy losses they suffered in the engagements
in which they had taken part, but largely increased' ils force,
new regiments being constantly formed. Naturally O'Brien's
corpb, being the only complete regiment in Paris at the
time, was regarded as the head-quarters and general meeting-
place of all the Irish officers there, and as some of these had
campaigned in Flanders, in Italy, and in Sp.iin, Desmond
learned from their talk and anecdotes far more of the doings
of the Brigade than he ha.l hitherto know;,. From the first
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they had, by their reckless l)i,,vei\ in iilmost every engage-
ment that had taken place, so distinguished thonisclves^that
they received the highest commendation from the PVench
generals, and were almost invari.J)ly selected for specially
dangerous service.

"I think the hottest atfair I was ever engaged in," a
major who had served in Burke's regiment said oire evening,
when some t.'u or twelve of his companions had gathered at
the room which was the general meeting place of the officers
of the corps, "was at the attack on Cremona by Eugene.
Vou have all heard how our regiment and that of Dillon
distinguished themselves there, l)ut you may not have h.ard
particulars. The place was a strong one, and it was garrisoned
by some 4000 men-all f>ench with the exception of our two
regiments. Marshid Villeroy was himself in conunand, an
excellent officer, Ijut, as is often the ca.se in the French army,
very badly served by his subordinates.

"Here, as you know, almost everything goes by influence;
and the generals are surrounded by men who 'have been
forced upon them by powerful persons whom they cannot
afford to disoblige. The consequence was that, relying upon
the strength of the place, no proper watch was set. There
were guards, indeed, at the gates, but with no communication
with each other; no soldiers on the rampart.s; no patrols were
sent out beyond the town, or maintained in the streets. No
harm might have come of this had it not been that treachery
was at work. There Avas a scoiuidrel who was brother of
the priest of one of the parishes near the wall, and both were
in favour of the enemy. The priest's residence was near a
sewer which communicated with the moat outside the walls.
The entrance was closed by an iron grating. Were this
removed, trofips could enter by the sewer into the priest's

wine-cellar. The priest, being promised a large sum of money,
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set to work. First he laid a complaint before the governor
that the sewer waa choked with filth, which might be a source

of disease to the town nnjess removed, and to do this it was
necessary that the grating should be taken down. Being
altogether unsuspicious of evil the governor granted his

re(|uest.

"As soon as the grating was removed Eugene despatched
eight miners, who crossed the moat at night, made their way
up the sewer, and opened a conununication betv.een it and the

piiest's house. When all was ready four or five hundred
picked grenadiers entered, and were concealed in the house
of the priest and other adherents of the emperor. Eugene
set two strong bodies of picked troops in motion; the one was
to enter by the St. .Margaret gate, which would be seized by
the force already in the city; this column consisted of five

thousand men. The second force of two thousand infantry

and three thousand cavalry upflcr the Prince de Vaudemont
was to cross the river by a bridge of boats. We slept like

stupid dogs; such watchmen as theie were on the walls gave
no alarm. The gate of All Saints was seized, its guard bein'^

instantly overpowered, and a party of engineers broke down
the gate of St. Margaret, which had ))ecn walled up; and at

daylight Eugene rode into tlie town, followed 1)y his troops

and one thousand cavalry, while another mounted force

watched the gate and the country round to prevent the
escape of fugitives.

" Before any alarm was given Eugene had established him-
self at the Hotel de Ville, was master of the great street that

separated half the gari-ison from the other half, had taken
possession of the cathedral, and in fact the place was captured

without a shot being fired. Then the uproar began. Parties

of troops, led by natives of the town, seized a large number of

oflBcers at their lodgings; and as the alarm »pread, the troops

^^^^i^' "'^MS'
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ro ] f.„ \
'"'^ '"^'^*^'^ °"'' °"'^ ^° be «abred aridtrodden d,nvn .y the ene.ny's caval-T. I „-.« asleep anddreanung when my servant rushed into my room and I'd

^^
^

1 he Germans are in possession of the town, Captain.'
lou are a blathering idiot,' I said.

" 'It's true, your honour. Get up and Ivsten
'

and \?Zl'T''V 'Tr '' '"^^ "'^ «l''""^d the window,and by the holy poker I fu.u.d that Pat was right There

the gallop ot a heavy body of horsemen, and directly after

tTet;:;'"^"^"
^^ '^^^"^^" -'''-'-' -- ^'^"^p^^' ^-n

'"It is time for us to be out of this, Pat,' I said andju-ped ,nto my clothes quicker than I had ever'done bef'ore

we foun.rr' ^°""f
"•^' ^"'1 ^ »>«''-o-^d two overco^is thatwe found hang,„g there and put thom on over ou. uniformsThen we went out by the back-door, and r.n as hard asw could keepu.g through narrow lanes, to the barracks On

w re Xrtv'ri
V^'^^" ' '""" "^'^^ ^ ''^''^^'^- «-« ^^er

here hetn
""" "'" ."'^" ' "''^"^"^- ^^^«^ '^"-^•^"gvhere the enemy were, or whether they were between n.e andhe barracks, I t ought it best to stay then .nd of c u"took he comnKvnd. Just as I had done so I hoard the tramp-

g of caval,.y and had the gate shut. We were j st

T

2;.
fo. two hundred and fifty cuirassiers came gal^i;;

to entei St. Margarets gate, was ordered to dash round andcapture the Po gate, through which ^'audemont's corps "Iddter crossing the bridge, enter the town. He shout'ed trmtto sur ender, promising us our lives. I told him that if hewanted the place he would have to come and take it Heused language which I need not repeat, but he did not attack

rU
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US, wa.tmg for the anivul of fom- l.u.ulml i„funtry who ha.l
been ordered to follow hin,. They were «on.e time in conm,.
up, having l,,st their way owing to the rascally native who
was their guide beii-g killed by a shot f.uni a win.low. I was
not Horry for the <lelay. for it gave us time to luok at .nutters
•luiotly, and prepare for .lefonce. Another six hun<lre.i
cuyulry now ,an.e up, and Mercy placed them so as to eut
..H altogeth.r the IVench cavalry, who were .p.artered away
to the right; then he .miered the infantrv to attack us
"Our position was a j;ood one; the l,arricade was formed of

square piles driven into the ground with small narrow open-
ings between the I ordered the men ,o keep behind the
timbers until the enemy came up. The (Jermans opened a
murdering fire as they a,,pr..ached. but thougM the bullets
pattered like rain against the palisades, and whistled in
between them, not a man was toucheu \ waited till they
were within two paces, and then gave ,>!: • v.ord, ami 301, may
Mell guess that there was not a bullet thrown away, and the
(.ermans. mightily astonishe.l, drew back, leaving nigh forty
of their men behind them. Then, falling back a bit, they
opened fire upon us, but it was a game that two could play atMe could see them, but they could not see us; and while we
loaded our muskets in shelter, they were e.vposed. and we
picked them off by dozens.

"The firing had of course given the alarm to our two regi-
ments, who turned ot.t just as they were, in their night-shirts.
Major Mahony. who wa. in comman,! of Dillon's regiment
as Lally was away on leave, luckily made his way in safety
rom h.s lodgings to the barracks, got his own men in order,whde Colonel

\ auchop, who commanded our regiment, took
he command of the two battalions. Fortunately a portion of

the regiment had been ordered to fall in early for inspection
and this gave time for the rest to get iito their uniforms; ami
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as aoon as they woic reiidy Waiuhop li-d tht>in nut and f.ll

suddop.ly upon a portion of Mercy's force, poured in a volley,

and then chaiged them. Horse and foot fell back before

the attack. Then they turned the cannon on the ratuparts,

and thus isecureil possession of the IVj j^ate, and, pushing on,

the guns helping them, diove the Austrians from the houses

they occui)ied, and so opened comnuuiicalioiis with the French

cavalry.

"A lirigadier now came up and ordered the battalions to

barricade all the .Greets tliey had won with barrels and carts.

A French regiment arrived and occupieil the churih of

St. Salvador and the batteiy which commanded the bridge,

across which Vaudemonl's corps i oiUd now be seen approach

iiig. The redoubt on the other siile of the bridge was only

held by fifty men, and they were now strengthened by a

hiuidred of the French soldiers. The Austrian.s approached,

niaking sure that the town had already been taken, and look-

ing out for a signal that was to be hoisted. Their astonish-

ment was great when a heavy musketry fire was opened upon
them by the garrison of the outpost, while the guns of the

battery on the ^ " )lunged their shot in among them.

"The colunui was at once halted. Eugene had regarded the

struggle as over, when news was l)rought to him of the defeat

of Mercy's corps by the Irish. Everywhere else things had

gone most favoural)ly. Marshal Villeroy had been woiuided

and made prisoner; his marMail de camp shared the same fate.

The Chevalier D'Entregues, who advanced to meet the enemy,

was defeated and killed, as was Lieutenant-General de Trenan,

and the Spanish Governor of the town mortally wounded.
On receiving the news, Eugene at once sent an otHcer to in-

spect the Irish position; but his report was that they were
too well placed to be driven from it. He then sent Captain

MacDonnell, an otHcer in his service, to offer, if the Iri.sh
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would leave their position, to enrol them in the Austrian
ervioc, with higher pay than they now received.

"\oii may gue.«8 tlie .ort of af.swer ho received, and he
WH8 at once arrested f.,r bringing. .....h a message t(. them
hngene then endeavoured to engage MarHhaJ Villeroy to order
the Irish to I,,y down their arn.s, as further resisUmce would
only end m the.r daughter. Villoroy simpiv replied that as a
I«-.soner he could no longer give ..nler.s. I),ni„g this pause
the Count de Kevel and the .Marquis ,le Que.slin su.cee.l'd in
gathenng together a co,.sideral.le numi.er of the «cattered
French u.fantry, and with these they marched to endeavour to
recover the gate.s that had been lost, an.l having occupied
the church of .Sa,.ta .Maria and a bastion near the gate of AH
Sau.t8, ordered the Irish to leav. a Inuulred m.m at the
barricades, and with the rest to p„.h forward to the gate of
AJantiu. So I found myself in con.n.and of a full company.

O Mahony was now in con.man.l of the two regiment^, as
A\auchop ha.l been woun.led. It was pretty har.l work they
had of ,t and they sutfored heavily in carrying the guard-
hou.se, held by two hundred Austrians. Eugene now laun-hed
a great force against our people, and attacked them on all
Bjdes; but 0-Mahony faced them each way, and received thecharge of the cuirassiers with so heavy a fire that thev fled in
disorder. Another corps of cuirassiers came up, an.l these
charged with such fury that their leader, Monsieur de fVei
berg, pushed his way into the middle of l)illon'.s ro.nm.nt
where he was suiTounded, and, refusing quarter, was kille,!,'
and his men, disheartened by the fall of their leader fled
carrying with them the infantry who were ranged in' thei^

«J^1 T'' T' "",'' "'''' exh.austed by their exertions, and
uffered heavily; and O'Mahony, seeing that he was hMy

to be attiickcd by fresh troops, and that my post guarding
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tho approach of the I'o gate would then be left altogether

unsupported, returned to it. I was glud enough when I saw

them coming, for it was mighty trying work Iieing ieft there

and hearing the storm of hattle going on all round, and know-

ing tliiit .it any moment we might he attacked. They did not

stop long, for orders came fiom Kcvcl, who had captured the

gate of All Saints and was preparing to attack St. Margaret's,

to march again to the gate of Mantua. It seemed a hopeless

onterpri.se. Captain Oillon of Dillon's regiment manhetl out

and, after hard fighting, drove the Austrians from house to

house; but on reaching a spot wlieie the ground wa.s open he

was attacked on all sides, and for a time the enemy and our

men were mi.ved up together in a ///tV-V."

"I could hear by the sound of the firing that our men were

returning, and posted my fellows so as to cover their retreat;

and as they came back hotly pressed by tho enemy, we opened

so waim a tiie that they passed in through the gate of the

barrier in safety, but only half as strong as they had gone out.

As soon as they were in, they aided us in stretigthening the

po.sition. Seeing that Vaudemont's corps was on the point of

attacking the redoubt, the Manpiis de Qucslin sent orders to

the little garri.sdu there to withdraw across the bridge and

destroy the boats. This they effected in spite of the heavy fire

kept up by the enemy. In the meantime fighting had been

going on all over the town; the gate of Mantua had been held

by Captain Lynch of Dillon's battalion and thirty-five men. As
soon as he heard the din of l)attle in the town, he collected a

few fugitives, entrenched his position at the guard-house, and

maintained it for the whole day; not only that, but, finding

that his position was commanded by a party of Austrians who
had taken post in the church of St. Marie close by, he sallied

nut, drovp th^m frotr-, thi» ^hurcb, ar.d ms^intained posaoa-Tion of

that as well until, late in the afternoon, he was reinforced by

r i
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two companies of our regiment, who made their way this time
without opposition.

"The enemy fell back but not unmolested, as, sallying outwe pressed hotly upon them. There now remaine.l only t: ^
gate of St M irgarct in the hands of the Austrians. Here
a large body of troops had been stationed, and succeeded in
repulsiiig t he repeated attacks made upon them by Kevel's force
Ihe fight had now lasted for eleven hours, and the position of
the Austnans had become critical. The desperate resistance ofcur men had entirely changed the position. They had repulsed
every attack upon them, had given time for the scattered
French to gather, and the one gate remaining in Eugene's
possession was seriously threatened. Vaudemont's corps was
Helpless on the other side of the river, and could render no
assistance, and Eugene gave the order for his troops to retire
which they did in good order. It had been a hot day indeed
or us, anc^ we were only too glad to see them go. We had

lost three hundred and fifty men out of the six hundred with
which we began the fight; altogether the garrison had lost in
kdled, wouiKled and in prisoners, fourteen hundred men and

hmidTed.'
^'^'"''' '''' ""' '"'"''" "^^^^" ^"^' -"^t^^"

"Personally I have had hotter fighting, but taking the day
altogether It was the most terrible through which I have ever
passed. Throughout the day we were in total ignorance ofwha was going on elsewhere, though we knew by the firingm other parts of the town that the French there had notbeen overpowered, and each time the regiments left us I was

fo?crflrr'''
"'°"^'"'

I'
^'' ^"'"'^^'^ ^y ^" overwhelming^

force faith it was enough to make one's hair white! How^ever
1 have no reason to grumble. I obtained great praiseor the defence of the barrier, and was given my mfjority ; I d

If .t had not been for the wound I received two years .'go.

i

I

^1^^'^'^g^mmfmMmm^'^'
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which incapaciUited me from active service, I might now be in
command of the regiment."

"Yes, indeed," another officer said, "it was truly a gallant
affair; and although our men had fought equally as well in
many another engagement, it was their conduct at Cremona
that attracted the greatest attention, and showed the French
the value of the Brigade. I would we had always been em-
ployed in actions on which we could look back with the same
pride and pleasure as we can upon Cremona and a long list of
battles where we bore the brunt of the fighting, and never
failed to be specially mentioned with praise by the general.
The most unpleasant wo-k that I ever did was when under
Marshal de Catinat. Eight Irish battalions were sent up in
1694 from Pignerolle into the valley of La Perouse to oppose
the Vaudois, who had always offered a vigorous resistance to
the passage of our troops through their passes. They were M-ild
mountaineers, and Huguenots to a man, who had, I believe,
generations ago been forced to fly from France and take refuge
in the mountains, and maintained themselves sturdily against
various expeditions sent against them.

" I own the business was not at all to my taste, and many
others of our officers shared my opinions.

"

It was too much
like what we remembered so bitterly at home, when AVilliam's
troopers pursued our fugitives to the hills, burning, destroying,
and killing, and, above all, hunting down the priests. This was
the other way, but was as cruel and barbarous. The poor
people had given no offence save that they held to their own
religion. An Irishman should be the last to blame another for
that, and, seeing they had successfully opposed the eflbrts of
the French to root them out, it was much against my will
that I marched with my regiment. I hope that when it comes
to fighting against regular troops, of whatever nationality, I
am ready to do my work, but to carry fire and sword amoU
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work that I ever went through. It was impossible in such acoun ry to move in large bodies, and we were broken up ntosmall parties, which advanced into the hills, each under its

ever> habitat on, to capture or kill the flocks of goats whi-chafforded the inhabitants their chief means of subsistence anjto give no quarter wherever they resisted

to df.TT ^ "^''^^"' "' '^' '^°"g^* °^ the work we hadto do chmbing over pathless hills, wading waist-deep throughmountam torrents, clambering along on the face of precipeswhere a false step meant death, and always exposed toldropping fire from invisible foes, who, when we arrL at :hpot from which they had fired, had vanished and taken up afresh position, so that the whole work had to be done ove ^lSometimes we were two or even more days without foodTras you may imagine, it was impossible to transport provisions'

starting. ^^ e had to sleep on the soaked ground in pitilesstorms; many men were carried away and dro^vned in cfo Wthe swollen torrents; our clothes were never dry, and theTor"!of It was, after six weeks of such work we felt at we were ntnearer to the object for which we had been sent up than ^ewere when we started.
^ ®

viillLTut'rth''' " '-'i'!

'"'"^^'^ "^"^ '' th- ^'"Jevillages, but as these generally consisted of but a few housesonly rough buildings that could be rebuilt in a few days the

Zn tJ • .
'

''"' ""'" ^"^^ '^^^ b««" '""ch heavier

m speed for these mountaineers, who were as nimble a* their
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own goats, knew everything of the country, and could appear
or disappear, as it seemed to us, almost by magic. I' . a
wretched business, and once or twice when our partie. -p.

caught in the narrow ravines they were overwhelmed by i

thrown down from above, so that on the whole we lost almo..
as many men as we should have done in a pitched battle,
gaming no credit, nor having the satisfaction that we were
doing good service to France.

"I hope I may never be employed in a business like that
again. It was not only the Vaudois that we had to fight,
for, seeing that at first we were pushing forward steadily, the
Duke of Savoy, under whose protection they lived, sent six
hundred regular troops to assist them, and these, who were
well commanded, adopted the same tactics as the peasants,
avoiding all our attempts to bring on an engagement, and never
fighting except when they had us to great advantage. As a
rule our men were always dissatisfied when they received orders
to fall back, but I think that there was not a man among us
but was heartily glad when we were recalled to rejoin Catinat
at Pignerolle."

The expedition, however, although altogether unsuccessfulm rooting out the A'audois, created such terrible devastation
in the mountains and valleys that the Irish name and nation
will long remain odious to the Vaudois. Six generations have
since passed away, but neither time nor subsequent calamities
have obliterated the impression made by the waste and deso-
lation of this military incursion.

'' You were at Blenheim, were you not, Captain O'Donovan ?"

"Yes. A tough fight it was, and a mismanaged one I
was m the Earl of Clare's regiment, which, with Lee and
Dornngton's battalions, M-as stationed with the force in Ober-
glau in the centre of our position. It seemed to us and to
our generals that our position was almost impregnable. It
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lay along a ridge, at the foot of which wa« a rivulet and deepswampy ground. On the right of the position was the village
of Blenheim, held by twenty^ieven battalions of good French
infantry, twelve squadrons, and twenty-four pieces of cannon
Strong entrenchments had been thrown up round our position'
but these were not altogether completed. Blenheim, morel
over, had been surrounded by very heavy and strong pali-
sades altogether impassable by infantry, and as the alhes
could not hope to get cannon across the stream and swamps,
rt seemed to defy any attack. From Oberglau the army of
Marshal de Marcin and the Elector stretched to the viUage of
Lutzmgen. We had some five-and-twenty cannon at Oberglau.
The weak point, ; , h afterwards turned out to be, was the
crest between us and Blenheim. Considering that both the
artillery and musketry fire from both villages swept the slope
and as in numbers we equalled the enemy, it was thought
well-nigh impossible for him to cross the swamps and advance
to the attack; and almost the whole of the French cavalry
were massed on the crest in order to charge them should they
succeed in crossing and try to ascend the slope.
"At first the battle went altogether favourably. We had

opposite to us the English, Dutch, Hanoverians, and Danish
troops under Marlborough, while facing our left were Prussians
Imperialists, and other German troops under Eugene Marl'
borough's Danish and Hanoverian cavalry first crossed, but
were at once charged and driven back; then they tried again
supported by English infantry. Then Marlborough led up a
still stronger force, drove back our light cavalry, and began to
ascend the hill. We were attacked by ten battalions-Hano-
venans, Danes, and Prussians, while the English bore against
Blenheim. The fighting at both places was desperate, and Imust do the Germans the justice to say that nothing could
have exceeded the gallantry they showed, and that in spite of
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the heavy fire we maintained they pressed np the slope Woremamed in our entrenchments till it could be seen that hEnghsh were falling back from Blenheim, ^hose paLdomanned by twenty-seven battalions of inflntrv oZlT

"Immediatdy thU wa, seen, „i„o battalions, headed hv „,„

leibu lerribiy, and were driven back On »,» i **. ^r •

«. hi. ground agai„.t all the a"tk,° Z^ tj,:«med to ,« that the hattlo was won. Ho.-e,°fi,V" J

m let and m sp.te of artillery and mnsketry fire these

ziz:rCt::'2 "'
'r'7

"-'-/'»-->""
u vuiages as before, the cavalry bearing straiphf i,,. fK»

slope, and when they reaehed td crest eCTnf,„I,1upon our horse stationed therr. Ti * lunously

numbers, h„t on this head a 00,1 dlr' T '"'^"V"
overthrew our eavalrv who fW TT ","^' ""^ """^

sued by the allied ho^
'" ""' S'-o»te.,t disorder, pur-

wJe'tirr/riitrrrv'"'"
'"^ «"" ""= ™''°- '"™'-»™

infronta^Lel, V. It ""^ ""'^'^ '° "'™1' •»">

Marein sent "de,. t .II?
":"' 7'""'' "" ""»*» ""''

- in Ml retreat ha,.sse.,'';"t''hfa,t'XlT.r
e>er the. s„u.dr„„s approaehed us we faced abo« and ^Z

D
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them 80 warm a reception that they attacked less formid-

wp' /. .

'
',

^''"'''" "' ^''^"^«''"' y°» ^^o^^' they

n t lir '
, ''"I'T"'"'"^'

^y Marn>oro.,gh'8 whole force witja tillery. and with the I)a,n.l.e in their rear and no prospect
.succour they were forced to surrender. It was a disastr'ous

there. Had five thousand infantry .een posted in a redoubtha rway between Blenheim and Oberglau. so as to give support to our cavalry, the result of the battle would have beenvery different. Still, I suppose that most battles are los Wome unlooked-for accident,-son,e mistake in posting the
troops, ^^e can only say that had the allied forces be!,, allomposed of such troops as those Eugene commanded, theywould have been beaten decisively, and that had. on the con
trary, Eugene commanded such troops as those under Marl-
borough, Marcin would never have held his ground "

O'Dono^an r
'' ^"'"^ "'''^' "''' '^''' '" '^'' ^''^"'«' ^'^'^^^

''Somewhere about twelve thousand, while the Continental

loZ ;r;^'^"""" r ''^^^>-^'«»^^ thousand. There is nodoub tbat hey wero the backbone of the force, just as we
flatter ourselves .t our three regiments were the backbone
of the defence of Oberglau."

M
:

CHAPTER III

A STRANGE ADVENTURE

WHEX the party broke up, 0'x\eil and O'Sullivan, as

^^

usual, came in for a quiet chat to Desmond's room
As we may be possibly ordered to Spain," Kennedy said
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' I should liko to know a little about what

61

we are going to
fight about; for although I know a good deal ibout the
war in inlanders, no news about that in Spain ever reached
Kilkiirgan."

•' Well, you know, of course," O'Neil said, "that Philip V.
is a grandson of Louis, and is naturally supported by France
against the Archduke Charles of Austria, who is competitor
for the throne, and who is, of course, supported by J:ngland.
Six thousand English and Dutch troops were sent to aid the
Archduke Charles in his attempt to invade Spain and de-
throne Philip. The King of Portugal, who is a member of
the allied confederacy, promised to have everything ready to
co-operate with them. They found, however, on their arrival,
that no preparations had been made, and they were accord-
ingly distributed for a time among the garrisons on the fron-
tier. Philip on his part had not been so inactive, and two
aimies - the one commanded by the Duke of Berwick and the
other ])y General Villadarias— invaded Portugal. Berwick
surprised and captured two Dutch battalions, and then cap-
tured Portalagre, and compelled the garrison, including an
English regiment of infantry, to surrender.

" The allies, to make a diversion, sent General Das Minas
into Slain with fifteen thousand men, who captured one or
two towns and defeated a body of French and Spanish troops.
The hot weather now set in and put a stop to hostilities, and
the troops on both sides went into cpiarters. The general—

I

forget his name— who commanded the English and Dutch
contingent was so disgusted with the proceedings of the Por
tuguese that he resigned his command, and the Eari of Galway
was appointed in his place. The next year he crossed the
frontier, captured several towns without much fighting, and
invested Badajos. Here, however, a stern resistance was met
with. Galway's hand was carried off by a shot, and the French

IIIIIW I llliil PH Mini II III! I IIMII Will III III III I mil I Hill ^^'j^^^'^TT



52 IN THK ifUSH imnJADK

'n

g nemi (W) comu.g „,. i,. f,,,,^ to the relief of the town,and the Portuguese not arriving, at all. the allies were ol.ligcd
to fall hack n,K.„ Portugal. But Philip was threatened fmma fresh quarter.

witVfi^e't'h
'^" ^^"' "^ '''^^^'''""-'^'h saile.l fron, Po, tMuouthwith five hmmnd men, and at Li.hon took on Ixmrd theArchduke Charles At (Gibraltar sonic more troops were on.ba ked. and Peterborough set sai. for the coast of \'alen ia.

Peterborough himself, one of the most daring of men and
possesse<l of extraordinary military talent, was'in favou; omarch upon Madnd; but. fortunately for us. he was overruled,and ommence.1 the s.ego of Rarcelona a strong town garri-oned by five thousand good troops, while he himself had but athousand more under his command. Nevertheless, by a suddenand daring attack he captured the strong castle of Montjuich
vhich commanded the town, which was in consequence obIige<l
to surrender four days later, and the whole of (atalo.na was
then captured St Matteo, .nnety miles from Barcelona, which
hud declared for Charles and was besieged by a large force

by Peterborough with most inadequate means, that the Span-
iards came to the conchision that he was po-ssessed by an evil

"Large reinforcements were sent from France, ar.d Ki,,.
Philip advanced upon Barcelona and invested it by land, whilea French fleet bombarded it by sea. Peterborough hurriwith a sma force from Valencia to aid the besie,,ed. the mater be ng all the more important since Charles himself was inthe city. Before his arrival, however, r English fleet appearedand our fleet retired. Philip at once rafsed the sierind'
retired to Madrid. His position was indeed seriour' Lo dGalway was advancing from the frontier, and Peterborough
had gathered a force to co-operate with him. Upon the

i
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a|>i)ioach of Galway, I'hilip atul the Duke of Berwick retreated
to the frontier. There they received great leii.forceinents a.,d
a.lvaiiced against Madrid, which was evacuated by Galway, who
marched away to form a jiuictioii with Lord Peterborough.
"Owing to the dilatory habits and hesitation of the Austriati

prince the junction was not eftected for .some time, and then,
in spite of the entreaties of the two English generals, he couKl
not be persuaded to make a movement towards Madrid. Peter
borough, whose temper was extremely fiery, at last lost all
patience, abused Charlei openly, and then, mounting his hors.',
rcxle down to the coast, embarked upon an Knglish .>*hip of war'
and sailed away to assist the Duke of Savuy. After his depar-
ture the ill feeling between the Knglish force, the Portuguese,
and the leaders of the Spanish adherents of Charles, increa.sedi
and they spent their time in (|uarrelling among themselves!
They were without money, magazines, and almost without
provisions. Berwick was near them with a superior force, and
they took the only step open, of retreating towards Valencia,
which they reached, after snttering great hardships, before
Berwick could overtake them.

" P>ench troops were poured into Spain, while no reinforce-
ments were sent from England. Galway and the Portuguese
advanced to meet the Duke of Berwick, who was marching
with a lar-e army to occupy Catalonia. The two forces me't
on the plain of Almanza on the l'4th of April. We and the
Spaniards were superior in number to the English, Dutch, and
I'ortugiiese. The battle was maintained for .six hours. The
Portuguese infantry did little, but the English and Dutch
repulsed charge after charge even after the Portuguese and
Spanish allies on both wings were defeated. But in the end
victoiy remained with us. Galway and Das Minas, the Portu-
guese general, were both wounded, and five thousand of their
moii killed, and yd the Dutch and English infantry held

i
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Portugui, while the nmin hody mr.
gossa, and other towns opened th.-ir .
the cause of the Archduke Charlos sei

"Oiu- success was, howovor. bahmccc
year of the whole of the Spanish p„sM
tn spite of the disast^-rs that had h,
Charles was not altogether lost, for ht
of support from Kngland, whoso int.-r- „ ,

able l>ody of troops there instead of er.plovu.g hen,
'

i , tMarlborough in Flanders, (^aluay and iL'Mir.as w ; t kback to Port^igal in an F,.gli..h Heet after their .li a ter anGeneral Stanhop. who, they say, is an olHeer of gn • 1^7

1

experience and talent, has been sent out to take tl.o n. 'dundas a portion of Catalonia is still hold f<.r W i

'j

Yes. three of them; there is al.so an Irish re-Mment in the

After three month,' work De,,,,™,! w.u ,li,„,i„e,l fr,„„ drill
r, a obtained s„ch a proficiency „i,h ,h„ ,, l

'

c.t},.h,ch he had been hitl,e,t„ too bns,- 1.. explore He lad

admired the mansion, „f ,he noble,, the richno,,, of the ^Z^U

cTetVeT" ""r';,"""'-
""" '" «-'^ -" ^^-cence of the dres,es of the upper class. Hi, friend, h„lwarned h.m that if he intended to ,o farther he ahonhl levlr



A SIRANOK AI>VKNTrUK 55

do ao alone, but Hhould take with him his s'jldier servant, a
tnM>pt'r iianiod Mike Callaghiui. Mike wm some twenty ei-^'ht

years ol<l, Htrorig ami Jwjtiy , his hair was red, and the natural

colour of his faec was olwcured by a host of freckles, his (^yes

wore blue, and his nasi- had an upward nun; his exprt-sion

wa- inerty and K'>0'1 humoured, but there was a twinkle about
his eyes that seemc! to show that he was b\' no means waritiu"

Ui shrewducss.

"Kven in the <laytunc." O'Neil s;iid, "it is not sate for a

muii, if wtll dressed au<l likely tocury money in his iK)cket, to

.l;o into some <|Uar' is of the town. I'aris has ahvny : been a

turbulent city, and, while it is the alxale of the richest and
noblest of Frenchmen, it is also the resort of the rascaldom
of all France. S(mie streets are siu h that even the city guard
would not venture to search for an ill doer uidess in consider-

able force and prepared for battle. There are, of course, many
streets both on this and the other side of the rivei' wheie life

and property are as safe as in the Hue Hoyal, which, l)y the

way, is not sayinj,' nuuh, for it was otily three days ai,'o that

a man was assa.ssinatfd there in broad dayli^'ht. He was a

captain in the I'icardy regimeiu, and it was supposed that his

muitlerer was a man who had been (lismis.sed from the iej,'i

ment with ignominy, lint, whoever it was, he has tjut clear

away, for your Parisian citizen likes gcd care not to interfere

in such matft-rs, and no one tli<iu<,'ht of laving hands on the

villain, although it is .said he walked (pjictly ott'.

"It is in the streets that I am speaking of that adventurers

may most easily be met with. Here there are toe many hotels

of the nobles, with their numerotis letainers, fnr it to lie safe

to commit crime, and the city guard are generally on the alert,

for were harm to come to one of the gentlemen attached to

the great houses, the matter would be represented to the king,

and the city authorities would come in for a sharp reproof

:l If

ll
i
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drink from any particular love of liquor, but from .oodfelknvsh.p and joviality. One can hardly imagine a 'Xof trench nobles n.flaminK themselves with wine and singinJ
us our felows do. Frenchmen are gay in what I l^
all a feeble way there is no go in it; there is no spirit in

the... songs, there .s no .eal heartiness in their joviality, andthe Klea of one man playing a p.-actical joke upon anothe;. th
.itte. takn.g .t .n good part, could never e.iter their heads forthey are .-eacly to take oHence at the n.erest trifle. As vouknow, there a.e certain cabarets told off fo,- the use of \he

.sold.ers of the Brigade. They are allowed to u.se ,.: othersand no trench troops are allowed to enter these wine-shops'

.S.mdarly there are cert^un establishments which are almost
exclusively patronized by officer,, of the Brigade. There is o
course, no absolute rule here, and we can . ter any caba'rewe choose; but ,t is understoocl that it i.« at our own risk, andha ,f we get n.to trouble there, we are sure to be handled
ove. the coals pretty sharply, as it is considered that we n.ust
dehberately have gone there with the intention of pickin.
H Muurrel. The cabarets used by the men are all close to the
barracks, so that in case of a fracas a guard is sent down tobnng all concerned in it back to the barracks. Fortunately
there ,s no need for the places we frequent being so close toU. anacks, for a .s understoo.1 that anyone who takes toomuch lujuor out«„le his own quarte.s brings discredit on the
jj.ment; an< .t ,s after we a.ljourn to the rooms of one or

atj^hrl;!" "" ''^''" '^ ""^ ''''''y' '^"^ - "-'^^

"Don't you ever have quarrels among yourselves?"

oncl tT.,''''"''^' Tl ^'^'"•^^""««' '^"t ^^» Present interfere atonce, the honour of the regiment is the first point with us all
f men wa..t to quarrel there are plenty of French officers

»•'•' ->"I<i l.e -pnte ready to oblige then,, but a quarrel
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among ourselves would be regarded as discreditable to the
corps. Consequently a dispute is always stopped before itreaches a dangerous point, and if it goes further than usual,the parties are sent for by the colonel in the morning, bothget heavily wigged, and the colonel insists upon the matterb mg dropped altogether. As the blood has had time to cool

lnoJ7 rr" 'S^^
'^ ^'^^ '""^ «'"'^«-' ««P«"-% as theyknow that he would report them at once to the general if thematter were carried further."

overW "T '""f
'"'^, '"' ^' ^'^'^' '"^ ^'' '"*« ^ 'inarrelover wme, Desmond said, «'nor indeed in any other wayunless I am absolutely forced into it. As to adventures TuTh

l\Zr 1' ' ^" ^"" '^^^ ''''y '^ ^« -cernedrthem
I hope tha when we are ordered on service I shall have afull share of ad^.ntures such as may become a soldier."O .Neil smiled. "Time will show," he said. "Adventures

thTk ToT.r"t ''
'^"^' ^'"" "^^ «-' yourself nththick of one before you have an idea of what you are doin^-but mmd^f you do get into any adventure and . eed a istanc!'you are bound to let us help you. That is the comp^tTemade two months ago. We agreed to stand by each oth Tobe good comrades, to share our last sous, and naturally to ^vemutual aid under all and every circumstance " ^ ^

Desmond nodded. "At any rate, O'Neil, adventures can-not be so common as you represent, since neither of you so farhas called upon me for aid or assistance "

O^SuZl ^'^^r'"^
'^^ ^''' ^'''' ^^ court scandal, Kennedy ?"

OSulhvan a-sked, as the three friends sat doun to breakfa ttogether a few days later.
oreaKiast

"No; what is it?"

"Well, it is said that a certain damsel-her name is atpresent a secret-has disappeared."
" There is nothing very strange about that," O'Neil laughed;

nm^m^m^'^''^
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" damsels do occasionally disappear; sometimes they have taken
their fate into their own hands and gone off with someone
they like better than the man their father has chosen for them

;

sometimes, again, they are popped into a convent for contu-
macy. Well, go on, O'Sullivan, that cannot be all."

" Well, it is all that seems to be certain. You know that I
went with the colonel last night to a ball at the Hotel de
Rohan, and nothing else was talked al)out. Several there
returned from Versailles in the afternoon, and came back full
of it. All sorts of versions are current. That she is a rich
heiress goes without saying. If she had not been, her disap-
pearance would have excited m> attention whatever. So we
may Uike it that she is an heiress of noble family. Some
say that her father had chosen as her husband a mail she dis-
liked exceedingly, and that she has probably taken refuge in
a convent. Some think that she has been carried off bodily
by someone smitten bo.h by her charms and her foitune. It
is certain that the king has interested himself much in the
matter, and expresses the greatest indignation. Though, as it

would not seem that she is a royal ward, it is not clear why he
should concern himself over it. Some whisper that the king's
anger is but feigned, and that the girl has been carried off by
one of his favourites."

"Why should such a thing as that })e supjiosed?" Desmond
asked indignantly.

"Well, there is something in support of the idea. If anyone
else were to steal away, with or without her consent, a young
lady of the court with influential friends, he would be likely to
pass the first two years of his married life in one of the royal
prisons; and therefore none but a desperate man, or one so
secure of the king's favour as to feel certain that no evil

consequences would befall him, would venture upon such a
step. You must remember that there are not a few nobles of
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would rather help than hinder her; l.ut if she hu. been carried
off by some nuned courtier, nothing would please me better
than to rescue her from him."

Several days had passe.l, and at last it was confidently
beheved that the missing lady was the daughter of Baron
Fo.ntdexter, a magnate of Languedoc, who had but recentlv
come up to court on an intimation from the king that it was a
long time smce he had been seen there, and that His Maje-'v
hoped that he would bo accompanied by his daughter, of whose
beauty reports had reached him. It was certain that neither
she nor her father had attended any of the receptions or fetes
at \ersa,lles since the rumour first spread, although the baron
had had a private interview with the king a few hours after-
wards and had left his chamber with a frowning brow that
showed that the interview had not been a pleasant one. He
fKid not agau. appeared at court, whether in consequence of
the royal command or not no one knew. The baron was one
ot the richest proprietors in the south of France He was a
specimen of the best type of the French nobles, preferring to
spend his time among his own wide estates to coming up to
the capital, where his visits had at all times been rare.

During the daytime Desmond went out but little A\-hci the
hours of drill and exercise were over, he spent some time ,n
visitnig the quarters of the men of his companv, making their
personal acquaintance, and chatting freelv with them Thev
were glad to hear from him about their native country; and
as some of them came from his own neighliourhood, they took
a lively interest in the news-the first that had reached them
ror years-of families with whom they were acquainted. He
spent two or three hours in the afternoons in the solle d'armr,
of the regiment, or at the schools of one or other of the malfr..
rtannes most in vogue, and then paid visits with on« nr other
ot the ofKcers of the regiment to great houses of which they

• 1

1

'^^
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Jil' rjrf • V" '"'"'"^ ^' "^"^ «"^' accompanied byM,keUllaghana,,d wandered al,out the less fashionable par^

Its^T/ane^
'''''-' '^"' ''''-' ''- ''^ "^^- ^^^^

One evening he had gone farther than usual, had passed

ovvn Ifte,. ;t V '" :""^'™ ''^ ''-'' «^>« ^« r<^-«"ter theto«n aftc. the gates were closed, the rules being by no meanstnct, as. dunng the reign of Louis XIV, Frante, 'though e„gaged ,n f..quent wars abroad, was free from dome tic troublesPresently he passed a lonely house of some size standing backfrom the road and surrounded by a high wall. As he did sohe heard a scream in a female voice, followed by angr ex

ct'rht'"
two male voices, while loudly rosL w^oL:;i

s.i7to Mil!! ""f Z\ 1 "'"^ '^'^^ «""« "^" i" ^here." hesaid to M,ke; "we had better see what it is all about Doyou go round the wall by the right and I will go Zi bytne
Jeft, and see .f there is any way by which ^^ can climb

sav^bvT ^'\ '^'
'r^

'' '^" ^"•"' ^^« ^^-" -- ""'brokenfwve by the gates in front.

"ElI^ifT"/''' T ^'^^
^T '1 '' ^''"^'' ^^'^'" r^«-^«"d said,i^ven ,f I stood on your head I could not reach the top- letus go round to the front again."

^'
They returned and closely scrutinized the gate. It was notso bgh as the wall itself, but was fully twelvt feet

1 have got a pistol with me, your honour, " Mike said «'
IW seen doors blown in by firing a gun through the"key.

M,ke, but the chances are that it is barred as well as locked
Besides, I am sure that we should not be mstifie.d m blowing
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in the door of a private house. It may he that they were the
cries of a mad woman. I would rather get over as quietly as
possible."

" Well, sir, I will stand against it, and if you will get on to
my shoulders and put your foot on my head, you will reach
the top. Then if you lower one end of your sash to me I can
pull myself up beside you."

"Yes, I think we can manage it that way, Mike. I am
convinced that there is something wrong going on here, and I
don't mind taking the risk of getting into a scrape by inter-
fering. Now do you stoop a bit so that I can get on to your
shoulder; then you can raise yourself to your full height.
Take off your hat first; I shall certainly have to put my foot
on your head."

"All right, your honour; don't you be afraid of hurting me;
my .skull is thick enough to stand the weight of two of yoti."

In a minute Desmond had his fingers on the top of the
gates, drew himself up, and, moving to the corner where he
could get his back against the end of the wall, lowered his
sash to Mike.

" You are sure I shall not pull you down?"
"I am not siire, but we will try, anyhow."
This was said in a whisper, for theie might, for anything he

knew, be two or three men in the garden. Mike took off his
boots so as to avoid making a noise. Desmond was sitting
astride of the gate and had his end of the sash over the top of
it and under his leg, thereby greatly reducing the strain that
would be thrown on it, and then leaning with all his weight
on it where it crossed the gate. Mike was an active as well
as a strong man, and speedily was by his side.

" Now we will drop down," Desmond said, and, setting the
example, lowered himself till he hung by his hands, and then
dropped. Mike was soon beside him.
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I

" What shall wc do next?"

t»„ men „t tho 0^1U '"""
' "«"" °' ""

'Cut the villain, down!" ho ahoiitol.
"Stop!" Desmoml cried in a loud v, .-^ "i

of O'Brien's reRimem of foot l\„ .

' •"" an otBcer

---.3u.4t.tl^d'^^^
The man who had drawn his sword paused

those oJ
^''

i"^'"'
'"'"^' '"'• '^^^ ''^'' >'«" heanl were

r„ ,. r^
"''"^"- ''^" ^^^ better withdraw a once

1 shall rei)ort you to-morrow for havinc forrihlv « V
entrance into private promises."

^ ^ "'*^' ^^

"That you are pei/ectly at libertv tn ,!« " ii« i

,«et,,; nut certainly . .hall rV^htJ nTur htia.^;.a„d ascertain ,r„„ he«lf .hether your stolyir^Ttt

I ne tive men rushed fn^r-fh...- .,.. u •u uMi rn^tijjot nj;.jn the uitruders.

!mzmfims>^<!im9^ -ji" -
- ^^ ^^r» -^.-^ wi^.a
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"Hold the gate, Mike," Desmoiul .s,ii,|, ".i,,,! they cannot,
get behind us.

"

They stepped back a pace or two and drew their swonls.
The position was a favourable one, for the two halves of the

;

gate opened inwards and so protected them from any but an
attack in front. The leader iiished at Desmond, but the latter
guarded the sweeping blow he dealt at him, and at the Hrsi

r piiss ran him through the body; but the other four men,
•= enraged rather than daiuited by the fall of their leader, now
b rushed forward together, am' ,)ne of them, drawing a pistol,

i fired at Desmond when within three paces. The latter threw

I
his head on one side as he saw the pistol levelled. The action

jl
s;ived his life, for it was well aimed and the bullet would have

^i struck him full between the eyes. As it was, he felt a sharp
i sudden pain as it grazed his chsek deeply. He sprang for-

I ward, and before the inati cMuId drop the pistol and change
his sword from the left hand to the right, Desmond's weapon
pierced his throat. At the same moment .Mike cut down one
of his assailants with his ,sal»re, receiving, howe\er, a severe
cut on the left •^houlder from the other. Paralysed at the lo,<*,s

of three of their number, the remaining two of the assailants
paused for a monient. It xvas fatfll to one of tht'm, for Mike
snatched his pistol from his pock.'t and .shot the man who had
wounded him, dead. The other throw down his sword and
fell upon his knees crying for mcjcy.

"Shall I kill him, your honour f"

o; fasten his hands behind him with his own belt, and
bin lis ankles tightly together with that of one of his com
rades."

He paused, while Mike adroitly carried out his instructions.
" Now we will see what this is all about," Desmond said.

"I don't suppose that tbeif .ire any more of them in the
house

;
still, we may as well keep our sAvords in readiness

"

(M648)
J,

.11

iif4Sf; MSlx:^:
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Picking up one of the torches that hnA t ii r
assaihints' hands i.tI ),.i i / ^^ '*"*" ^''^^ their

hand while h" t' L I

'•''' " '\''"'^' ^''' ''^^^^ -'^'' hi. left

entered the ho f T :.
7"' --'>'^^tion. De«n,ond

hall were emptTLtTn
'•"'"«-.^''«'"« -" '^^th sides of the

old won.an Zi^'h L i 'r
""^'."'^^^'' '^'^^h«" he found an

"Kf.. )

'^""5'""« '" •' *^o'-ner in the extremitv of feir

•• '.™.r :;";„;:
;;: t',

-
r\

>"" "-^ '^ «'"•

„„, „
'""^'- '<- "'" ilmraUT uf the lady „e heard call

» p^^::nd,":i:;:: :::;;';:;:::;-• v-^,
-"-^••"^ '-

" Kept. , ,.. . V
" ">"'"'". "Iieiicd a door.»veep a watch mum the ci-nn,> " i»

entered. As ho did .o hi. , ,T' "''«"'""•' «« «» he

teen year, old ^h
"

^ °" "l'°" » »' »' «>™e .even-

.-en ,,;„ hi. ::c:;ira:;:rts ""''•''"

h.^d «.ell-„i(.h Ctten it

''

'i''':""'
'° >"" '' "«>" •

«We to render yrth ervi
."" "^ '""'"' '" '"™ >--

providential th.ft hlZT'< "'"''™°'f*- " «' «•»*
hoard your .cream, anl'TirL lid"?;T "" ™" """

if any fo,d bnsines, wa. 1^ ,
' determined to see

jou il ont!"
^"* *"'"' ™ kere. What made

M
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locked, and I wa« trying to draw the bolt, when two of themer> .su. du.ly n.hod out. I .suppose the old woman came uphere and found the n,on, on.pty. It wa.s then that I so, • amedor help h,.t they dragged n.e in in spite of n.y struggles T,on «a.d I m,ght scream as much a« I liked, for the.t was n^a hou.se wuh.n heanng, an<l no one w.mld be paB-sinJ a ywhere near.
^ hen he .said .hat, I ,uite gave I,, ho .e

"^1

had beheved that I was in some lonely hou-. in the s.b.u-b

heaid. But where are the men who guarded me ?'

tour of them are dead, ma,lemoi.solle, ,.nd (ho othersecurely bound. No., if you will ..-ll n.e who you are and«.e.
J.,

f..,,. „,,,,.,^

" My name is Anne de Poinidexter '

I)e.smond wa.s scarcely s.uprised. for the care which had

and the fact that an officer and four men should be placedthere to guard her, showed that she must have been re|uded
as a prisoner of miportance.

^fe"iuea

ho n..^ . T "
^'"'" '^'^'"^ '^ >'^'»- di-PPeurance fot

! to o V'^' ^^"" ^" ^'"-^'""^^ ^«-"»ht and toolate to obtain means of conveyance."

thZJ!""'
'' ''

u''"'^"
'" ^*^" ^'"^^'^'^ ''^^'"^1 the house, andhere are some horses. I cannot .say how many, but at light

I have heard them stamping. I suppose the carriage was fefhere so that they could remove me to some other place ina e suspic.on should fall upon this house. How many arethereof you, monsieur?" ^

II

Only myself and the trooper you .cc at the door."
And did you two fight with five men and kill four of
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them?'- she cxcIuiineH in mupmo •• M,.vv K..

"ho„.youkn..u.notht;r!- " '"' ''^ '^ ''^^^"' "^

•'I kne„- that it whs a won,a,. i„ Amr...," I,e,sn,.,Kl nai,!

still lodgil^ " " ""'"' "'•"•''
P'-"^-'''^' >-"• father is

read'.:?,::" ir;„r ;,'" -^ *" ««"«•" --v

"Now, Mike, you had better drivp r «.,ii
these saddle-horses and ride alls d I th k "T ""V'as the drive will h« « i.

'''""gsiae. i think, mademoiselle,

indeed it , ouM^b/J ^
""^ ""'' '" 1'"""°" <">' ""1

"Thank you. iio„,i„„ Ke„„ed,..»_f„,. rt, k.j „,,^j^

fliBWM..,,...,—^„ig„_ -i„,
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Irrbeuer""'"""'^''
"""'' ^'^''^''^^y^ "

'^ «<>"1<« certainly l>e

The old woman u .« therefore brought ,lo«„ ,„.cl n.aclo toenter the curn.-^o «n,i «eat hersolf faci... Maci,MuoiseIle T ,..,1.
.iexter.M.ke took his seat ..n the box and Dosn.ond moMutcl
one of the Haddle horses and led the uth.-r. 'lUvy had air, advremoved the bodi.-s that lay in front of the KutJ.. TVv had
to make a consi.lerabK- detour round Parin befor. th.-v"came
<lown upon the \'ersaille8 road. The roads wer. hul and
the carriage was heavy, and daylight was ahvud.- buakinu
when they entered the town. They had twic. }^lu .touu^A
by patrols, but Desmond'.s uniform had sufficed to pas, tl'e,.
Baron Po.ntdexter had taken up hi.s abode in a large hon.se
standing ,n a walled garden in the lower part of the town.W hen they reached it Desmond dismounted and rung the
bell After he had done this several times a step was heardm the garden, and a voice asked roughly, "Who is it that
lings at this hour of the morning?"

Mademoiselle Pointdexter, who hud alighted as soon as the
carnage stopped, called out, "It is I, Eustace

"

There was an exclamation of surprise and joy, bolts were at
once drawn and the gate thrown open, and an old servitor
threw himsel on his knees as the girl entered, and, taking thehand she held out to him, put it to his lips
"Ah, mademomlle." he said, while the tears streamed down

h.s cheeks, "what a joyful morning it is! We have all
Buffered, and monsieur Ic baron most of all. Ho has spoken
b.,t a few words since you left, but walks up and down the
garden as one distraught, muttering to himself, and sometimes
even drawing his sword and thrusting it at an imisible
enemy. He is up, mademoiselle; he has never gone to his
oed since you were missing."

As be spoke, the door of the house o,,ened and the baron

i'ii
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^Ju'tT; ,:'"
l'" 'I""''""'

"""'" " "• Eustace!" Then

Uo yot. return to me safe and well?" he asked a. affpr o

sobbi„K. As ,001, „ l,„ I

""" " P"-«'°" »f

and ™„st the, .„„:'!
';
;• : srtc;" '°

^. r"^'

fron, his <h,u4tc.r ,h ,1^ i !,
"

u
'" '" """'' '" '«»'

for a time."
-" "'"^ *'"'"' '» "'»"« together

He at oiico rcmoi,i,t.>il his horse Mil-„ ,.l,-.. i ,

seat, and the,- ,l,„ve ,.ff "T,' "' "'' "" '" ""«

some la,„e„,ll' 1.1 ,f
"'"'•.'"""'""« "P the people at

the >.^..,.s.:i\r;r r;;r/;:i,frT '^-t-
""«

M-ishes re.rar(li„.r if tk ./.
"'*" ^ "'"t'Jexter to know his

''-;eks i„ time ,„, DcslJ ^^'yt^Tl '" tparade. " ''^® "^ the early
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CHAPTER IV

AT VERSAILLES

rpHE regiment was on the point of falling i„ on the paradeA ground when Desmond Kennedy rode up. Leaping from
his horse he threw the reins to his servant.

" Take them both round to the stables and put them in
spare stalls, Mike. I will get leave off parade for both of us
and ask the surgeon to dress your wounds properly "

Then he went up to the colonel, who was just entering the
barrack-yard.

" Colonel O'Brien," he said, " I must ask your leave off parade
for as you see, I am scarcely in a condition to take my place
with my company."

*^

" So it would seem, Mr. Kenne,ly. You have been in trouble,
1 see. ^otning serious, I hope?"

" Nothing at all, sir, as far as I am concerned. It is merely
a graze from a pistol ball."

" ^^ oil, I must hear about it afterwards."
" I must also ask leave off parade for Callaghan, my servant

sir. He IS hurt a good deal more than I am, though not I
hope, seriously."

'

The colonel nodded. "I will scn.l the surgeon to your
quarters and he will see to you both."
As Desmond left the colonel his two chums came up

'Why, Kennedy, what on earth have you been doing to
yourself? This is what comes of gallivanting about after
dark. ^^ hen we came round yesterday evening to go out
with you as usual, you were not in. There was nothing veiy
unusual in that, for these evening walks of vours are often
prolonged; but we called again on our return at eleven o'clock
and found you were still absent. This looked serious We
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on enquiring, heard ha Call >,

'" ,'" '" '''^^'' «"d'

was cheerin; Thlt von . t^ ""'' "^'" "'^««"^- That

- could reison ; LI l'" buf!
"'^^ T^ ^^^^ ^ ^ther.

you, we could haixlfy su Zl th
'. 'T ^'^ ^""'" ">*" ^^'^h

both of you."
^ ^ ^^' misfortune had fallen upon

"The wound is a mere graze. I will t.U
-hat I have been doing," De,sn.ond s

" '

ut'l n"
'""'^

your curiosity till you are dismissed ' ^ ""' ""'''«

your services, doctor. I .ot t ,.ie ! n
"' ""^ "*^'^ "^

proper^ -he. „„„ ,„„et^^^^ ap^jri^'r ^it^ an the „„,.ke,.. and ,„„ „,.„ ,i £;".- Ite ai'„X'

re2ed :iZt:"''T'' ITI'
"'"' ' '«' -""%

would ha>.e „rdr;„„, tr;". ,;' \? '"iV'-ter and it

nlianinmtion, I,v,||t,|,„„ffT
*.'' """^ " «> «gn of

on a Plasterlo^e tted of ,r '"'"f
'"' '»""««« and put

™.Bcie„t; and as I w M 1 V? "" ' '""'^ "" '"">>»

-u>d have „ed to deat'h'i
"

^ '^ ^^ '"i:^ ^-. ^o"—
.

^'- ""' 'ave to .cep ,„urr™ t ' irr:
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fortnight. You are not to attend parade or mount a horse
until I give you leave."

On the ride from Versailles Desmond had warned Mike to
say no word as to the events of the nijfht. '

I do not know
what course the yoyiug lady's father may take,' he .said, "and
until I du, the matter had better he kept a secret altogether."

" I will k f'p a quiet tongue in my head, and no one shall
hear anything from me as to how I got this slice on my
shoulder. I will iust say that it was a bit of a scrimmage 'l

got into with tw or three of tho .street rascals; and the thing
is so common that no one is likely to ask an\ further ques-
tions about it."

After the parade was over, O'Xeil and O'Sullivan came up to
Desmond's quarters. " Now. Master Kennedy, we have cr>rae
to receive your confession. We gav* you credit for beirij^ a
quiet, decent boy, an.! now it seems that you and that man
of yours have been ejigaged in some disreputable not. ont all

night, and coming in on two .strange »rses. whwh, for aught
we know, have l)een carried off hr force of arms."
Desmond laughed. ' As to the korses. you are not so far

wrong as one might expect, O'X^. We rode them this
morning from Versailles.'

"From Vensaiiies'" O'Neil repealed. -And what in the
name of all the oaints ttwk yon to Versailies I am afraid,
Desmond, that you are ulling into re/v evii -ourses. Weill
tell us all about v.. I stall be dad to be aW to believe that
there is some redeeming seature m tins 9tranj2e business."
Desmond laughed, and then said more seriously, " Well, I

have had an adventure. Other i>eupe were concerned in it

as well as myself. I have made uo my mind to tell vou h^jth,
because I know thai 1 can depend upon your promises to keep
it an absolute secret."

" This sounda mysterious indeed," O'Sullivar said. " Hqw-
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Z^^'-' -^ P--- 0-Neii and I .U, be as sHent a.

at the time. Still, i„ poTntoul'j '-7 '^'" '^'"^^"^ ''' ^^^
Piace where she was L^en at 1 ^ ^">^ --«— the

- which Callaghan and I each S^ t^tn
"' ' ^'^^^ ^^•™'«''.

her off and delivered her safelvt , .
.'"' '"'"' ^^ '^''^'^

.^

The two young officers fo t /Wd^ f^^
^^''^ -rning."

'f he was speaking seriouslv L t ! ™°"^ *° ^>«*^«^«''

matter-of-fact thatthey could' cl r'^' ^° ^"'^^ -"^
through such an exchi g id eT '

'.5

'^''^^ ^« ^^^ P-«««d
accustomed to hoax ea'h'o hr ^t^•t"^^^^ ''l

^^^ ™ ^
^mplyan invention on the part of .^

"^ '^'"^ '^^^'^ ««

>mprobable did it seem to them
'"""''^''

'" ^^^^^^^^'^^

J Sure you are trying to hi^x us, Kennedy," O'Sullivan

smile, "considerilig thrcLraryhn'iT';"
^'''™'"'' ^'"'^ ^'^h a

Btantly trying to palm off on me h1"'" '''' ^"" *" ^«"-
.J ^i" tell you the affair just at" it h

"\^.:^" ''"' "^«"S "-'•
•n detail the story of the 1'

!f
^7'^- ^"^' ^^ '^^-ted

and the manner L whch he hn/ ^^^^^'"^''^^^e Pointdexter,

" By St. Bridget, Kennedv i .
"""''' '^^ *^ '^«''-"^--

ca"ed you a k^ht-e^nt ''

wj^':;,^'
''' ^^^^ ^'h- -

adventure, though whether it w '

end 1^"'^:"^ "'^ "'
cannot say. J)id you learn thl , " ''' '" ^^'^ ^o" I

the girl carried offr'
"''"' '^ '^' P«r«o" -'ho had

"No.Iasked no,uestions, and indeed had butlittleeonver-
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mh the old hag who M-as in charge of her. and rode myself bythe side o It in case the old woman should try to escape
"

tain f' . '"T\
^'^ '""^ "' >'°"''

P^''^'^^' ^ should havetaken a eat inside also, where you, of course, could at oncehave watched the old woman and talked with the young

d H .^/ . T'"^
'"'^ ^''''^''^^>' "'^••^"•o'»W have seen, as

I did, that It was better that she should travel alone with theold woman tdl she reached her father's hou.se. Scandal will bebusy enough with her name in any case, and it is as well that
It should not be said that she arrived home in a carriage witha young officer of O'Brien's Irish regiment."

''By my faith Kennedy, it seems to me that vou are a StAn hony and a Bayard rolled into one; but, seriously, you areundoubtedly right Well, it all depends upon who was thn an who carried her off, as to whether you were fortunate or
".^.fortunate in thus having thwarted his .lesi-ns. If he is some
adventurer your action will gain you heaps of credit. If. on

mend his fortunes by marrying, it is probable that you willhave made a dangerous enemy.-nay, more, have drawn upon
yourself the kings displeasure. I should think it likelv that
before attempting so desperate an action as the carrying offof the Baron Poi.itdexter's daughter, such a man would have
assured him.elf that the king would not view the enterprise
vith d.spleas.ue. We may assume that he would not inform

^^7r 1
'"^'' P'^^ticulars, but would put it hypotheti-

callj that as he was getting into sore straits ho thought ofmendmg his fortunes by carrying off an heiress-not, of course
one of those of whose hands the king had the disposal: and
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viscount, a, t„c I , ,Lh. , >
"''' ''" "''"«»'' (''"!<« •"

I* .!.» i, L .

.„;',"""" ' *"'"' I-*" 'he offence.'

!<"« will „„, ."t,, ,<"'• -'"" "'"^ « "'™ "«' 'he

in u.s l,iioume« plan f„,. „,eni|i„„ hj, t„.,,,,,„ .,

l)Mi»u„d shingged his shoulder, .'tI. . .

°',
"""

1.0" «„u|d „.a„er veiv little t„,,!" h ^ *' A»»«ti»fac-

-I .' o|»„l,. .nani e.: ::;/„*' • 7''''"' " '^

h- had app,„ved of the schotne * " 'P""™' """

co„„, es,H.c,a,lv* 't p !^ ^rd^"'
'""""' °' "«

Office,, whose disappearance I'. L:T" "*""'"'°'

™nos,., .., a„„„g the o„icers o! . t„

'l Zr"Vh
'

object was to k n ,e

°

."r*"""
°"''- '*» doubt his

'oWhi«, and .re'lo
"-',"''' " ""T" ""'" •"» -agreed

am unabe tosav J>„f ,• /' " " " *"^ t>ack, I

to give up your 'f
,';"• "", ' •''"""'' '"''•'- .'-o.. sfongl,-

when you do gl ouM •'""."'"* '"'" """' '''"''
^

""^

'own. Jack Kr ':l : "IhoVlTrr T'""
"' '"^

colonel last week was sn.. f /\r f ^ ^'"^^^''e.^ ^'itli the

- said that .,e\rc£i- "'B^itu'Strr""-
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" I thought nothing about it one way or tho other,' Desmon.l
said caielessly; "I only saw her face by torch-light, .-iiKl she
was, of course, agitated by wV,at had happened; and indeed, as
I was busy helping Mike to yoke the horses to the carriage I
had scarcely time to look at k.r. When we reache<! \'ersaille.s
It was barely daylight. I handed her out of the carriage, an.l
I.'ft her to enter by herself, as I thought it was better that
she should meet her father alone. I do net think that I should
recognize her were I to meet her in the street."

"Most insensible youth:" O'Sullivan said with a laugh;
"insensible and discreet to a point that, were it not Hs.sured
none would believe that you had Irish blood in your veins.'
And so you say you are going over to Versailles to-morrow?"

" Yes
;

I left a message with the servant who opened the
door to that effect. Of course I shall be glad to know if

the baron intends to t.ake any steps against his daughter's
abductor, or whether he thinks it best not to add to the
scandal by stirring up matters, but to take her .iway at once
to his estates."

"He is in a difficult position," O'Xeil said gravely. "The
young lady has been massing for a fortnight; no one knows
whether she went of her own free-will or against it. Were
her father to cany her off quietly it would excite the worst
suspicions. Better by far lodge his complaint before the king,
proclaim his grievances loudly everywhere, and tell the story
in all its details. Whichever course he takes, evil-minded
people will think the worse; but of tho two evils, the latter
seems to me to be the les.ser."

"I suppose it would be," Desmond agreed, "though for my
part I should be heartily glad if I mu m heard another word
about it.'

"You are too modest altogether. Kennedy. Whatever
rumours may be current concerning the young lady, there ca«

Hi (1
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km four o,'z:iizT:zzr'^' "t' '^^ s"-"''

c«Tvhero()w,ihflvLl^r
tho other; re«,ue tho maiden, and

My dear Kc, 1 C*Sh? '" " T'*" °' ''' "^'-ctor.

»ll .he ladies of tt conrt

'

"" "''''"' "' '"^'"'"'•'>" '°

"i' "»W enoth"r'''"r""""'''"""^"">'«'
»" "'grily

How one n-cdd^^.^Ir .'^ L^^ri: h*"^' r-''^"your place. Whv mm if ,.«, i. ,
' ""^® ^^^^ >"

^^.ttlelfter feats of^sZhn^^^^^^^^^
^^^'^"-' ^ «^-<J--d in

half the attention that':, ^ to ^tr "'"' "^' '^^^^^^^

Hdvent..e. Life in the court of^^rMost '^T'l^'-
''''

>« one of the most artificial possiWo T)
'"' ^^"^'''y

fHces wkh powder anc' natchr m ^^'T^^'^
^ide their

-ly to ^nt, .^^r^x"i:i'^ -«
scandal; but they are women ifter .H

" '^''^^ "P'^"

a spice of romance in her ' a
. " 1^', "'' "•^'•^' -^»'«" has

yours is the verv thin, o ex ittl T' '" ''"''^"^"^^ '^^

"I know n./j,- ,
'"^^''' iJnnration."

don't ™t ,:t::f:„';r, ir--"
"'™""" <'--*^. --.i

" ^^ ell, of course, Kenned v if th.. u , .

-kJ publishes the ci.erm i e^^ T r' ''^ ''''''''^''

and rescue, the seal of ^1 « wm b r7'^T'
^'"^'"^'^"

especially as you will aim o 1 Lrti t'/
'""' ""^ '''-

Versailles to confir,n the laclv s stl- ^ ^' ^"'"'"""^ ^"^

" I am afraid that that will be sn " n^ j •

,

'"^<y However. ,t can V^ Zj^Z!!,
""' '"'"'"'

ui^ijHHi, ancj 1 sup'Kiso one
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f^

must make the best of it.' To most of the officers who droppedn .n the course of the ch.y to see Dosmor.d a,.d to eZ'^how he got h:s wound, he ab.tair.cd fron. giving any pX,
abacked by hve ruthans. whom they managed to beat offMuch surprise was expressed that such attack should be madeupon an ofhcer and a soldier, on whom little plunder could be

SeS • 7 7^" ""'' '^ "^^ '' ^«^«»^ themselves stoutly'
Several, indeed, expressed some incredulity.

^

attacked by five men, as you say, and that you routed thembut there must have been some motive for L attack Tho"e

the""' T. ''/""" '"^ ""'^'^'«"^^' •''"''
^ -" --rant ththere must have been a great deal at the bottom of it. Nowcan you deny that?" '

J,i"f
^"'

t"u'
""' '^""^ '"^'''"&" ^^«'^"^«"^^ --^id with am le ''enough that at present I have told you all that 1 feel

ustified ,n telhng. I acknowledge that there is more beht
It, but at present my mouth is sealed on the subject

"

The colonel was among tho«e who came in to seo'him Tohin. Desmond sa,d frankly that the affair was altogether outthe common, that it was likely that the whole f^cts .ouIdbe known shortly but that, as other persons were concerned
he^could not speak of it until he had obtained their permis'

"Then I will ask no further," Colonel O'Brien said "1
have seen enough of you to know that you would rot be con-cerned H. any affair that could bring discredit upon the corps
1 am cuno,. to know the whole story, but am quite content
to wait untd you feel at liberty to t ii me "

The next morning Desmond took part in the usual work ofthe regmient, and then, mountir.g his horse, rode to Vor^^iWe.
un ins nngu)g the bell at the house occupied by the Baron
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«lc Pointdrxter, the old sorvit... uho,„ I.. f...l . (
opened thr gate ' ''"^"•"^^ '*«''^"

words can express (|,e Kratif„de fh.. r f \

^ ^
"

«hc doc, not ,i„„k ,h„ „„, „„„ „ „:
eh,,,,;,",;

'7

joy at her sudden an.i ,M,rxpc«e<l deliverance I„ l„T 7says .hat she scarcely exchanged ,„,, .o^Z. J;*""'
«"»

.He 'irnV:'':;:::H:ir:::;'::;:av:^:::;„'°'-i
'""-' -- »-

» ilboiu delay, to tliink of tiilking."
' ^

They had now entered the house, and as the baron led ,1,way^n.0 the siuing-roo.n the gir, rose fron. a L^^n ""

presented "etch .h'^T£r'Tn''"'-^'''r'''''°™'"''^
rendered yon such i„;„,„Mes,ef-"" " '"' '^''' «'°

4
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''^'0 meet almost as strangers, maflen.oiselle." Desmond
mul bowing deeply, "for I own that I mw «o little of your
face the other night th.it I shonl.l hardly have recognize.l
you had I met you elsewhore."

"I should certainly rmt have r.'oognized vou, Monsieur
K.M.n...ly. What with my own fright, and I mav sav the
rnndition „f y„ur face, 1 had hut a faint idea of what yoii wore
really like, l,ut I certainly did not think that you\vere so
young. You had such a ma.sforfnl way with you,' and seemed
to know so perfectly what ought to I,p done, that I took yu
i" be much oKler than you now look.

'

"I Joined the regiment but little more than three months
ago," Desmond said, "and am its youngest ensign."

•Monsieur, I owe to you more than my life, for had it not
been for yoii I should have bi- n forced' into marriage with
one whom I despi.sc."

"I cannot think that, m.i lemoiselle. From what I saw of
you I should say that you would have resisted all threats
and even un.lergonc hopcle.s.s imprisonment rather than yield."

"There is no saying, Monsieiu- Kennedy," the hamn said;
"Anne is of g.Kxl hi.M.d, „ul I know that it would have been
hard to brr:ik down her will, hut confinement and hopeless
ne.ss will tell on the hia\est spirit. However that may he,
she aiid I are your debtors for life."

"Indeed, .Monsieur Keru.ody," the girl sa\<], { pray you
to heliev,. that 1 am more ^'fateful to you than words Van
e.vpre.ss.

" I pray you to say no more alwut it, mademoiselle. I deem
It a most fortunate circumstance that I was able to come to
your assistance, and especially so when I found that the ladv
I had rescued wa -ne whose ;isippcarance had made so great
a >t!r: M. I '^

.;..!,d have he-.-r: i;kd tu render such .sei vice lu
one in the poorest condition."

I M 618 ) _
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are, I suppose, in

"My daughter said that you asked her no questions,
Monsieur Kennedy, and yon therefore

ignorance of the name of her abductor?"

"Altogether."

" It was the Vieomte de Tulle, one who stands very high
in the regard of the king, and who is one of the most ex-

travagant and dissipated even of the courtiers here. For
some time it has been reported that he had nigh ruined him-
self by his lavish expenditure, and doubtless he thought to
re-establish his finances by this bold stroke. His plans were
well laid

:
he waited until I had gone to Paris on business that

would keep me there for a day or two. A messenger arrived
with a letter pui-jwrting to l)e from me, '^aying that I wished
my daughter to joii. me at once, and had sent a carriage to
take her to me. Anne is young, and, suspecting no harm, at
once threw on a mantle and hood and entered the carriage.
It was broad daylight, and there was nothing to disquiet her
until, on approaching the town, the carriage turned off the
main road. This struck her as strange, and she was just
about to ask the question Avhere she was being taken, when
the carriage stopped in a lonely spot, the door was opened,
and a man stepped in.

"Before she had even time to recognize him he threw a
thick cloak over her head. She struggled in vain to free her-
self, but he held her fast. Again and again she tried to cry
out, but her mouth was muffled by the wrapping. She had
heard the blinds of the carriage drawn, and finding that her
struggles to free herself were vain, and receiving no answer to
her supplications to be released, she remained quiet until the
carriage stopped. Then she was lifted out and carried into
the house where you found her. Tae wrapping was removed,
and the man who had taken it off, and who by his attire was
a gentleman in the service of some noble, said, 'Do not be

ll
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alarmed, niarlemoiselle; no harm is intended to you. My
master is grieved to be ohugcd to .idopt such means, but his

passion for 3'ou is so groat that ho was driven to this stop, and
it will entirely depcuid upon ^oursoll when your cai)tivity will

end.'

"
'
Your master, whoever he may be,' Ainio said, ' is a con-

temptible villain.'

" 'X;itnrally you have a poor opinion of him at present,' the

fellow .s,.id; 'but I am convinced that in time yon will come
to excuse his fault. It is wholly due to the d, pth of the

feeling that he entertains towards yuu. There is a woman
here who will wait upon you ; I and my men will not intrude.

Our duty is solely to see that you do not escape, which
indeed would be an impossibility foi- you, seeing that the wall

that surrounds the garden is well-nigh fifteen feet high, and
the gate barred and locked, and the key thereof in my pocket.'

He called, and the old woman whom you brought here with

Anne entered, and bid her ascend to the room that had been
piopared for her.

" In that respect she had nothing to complain of. Of course

you did not notice it, as you had other things to think of, liut

it was handsomely furnished. There Avas a bed in an alcove,

some flowers on the table, some l)ooks, and even a harpsichord

—evidently it was intended that her imprisonment should be
made as light as might be.

"Looking from the window. Anno saw that the loom was at

the back of the house, and had probably boon chosen because

some trees shut the windo.v^ ofi" from view of anyone bo- ond
the wall. The next day the old woman atuiounced the

Vicomte de Tulle. He liowed profoundly, and began In-

excusing the step that he had .akeii, and crediting it solely

to the passion that he had conceived for hor. You may
imagine the scorn and reproaches with which she answered

iHt

dW:

r ;

iil

i;

i

\]

I

!!:

' I



i«:

84 IN THE IRISH BRIGADE

him. He whs quite unmoved by hei- words. ' Miidemoiselle,'

he said calmly when she paused, 'you may be sure that I

should not have undertaken this scheme unless I had fully

weighed the consequences. My plans have been so laid that

whatever search may be made for you will be in vain. Here

you are, and here you will remain until you listen to my suit.

Every want shall be satisfied, aiul every wish complied with;

but whether it is one year or fi\e, you will not Iea\e this

house until you leave it as my bride.'

"'Then, sir,' she .said passionately, 'I shall be a pri.sonei-

for life.'

"'So you may think at present, mademoiselle,' he said.

'And I expected nothing else; but with time and reflection

you may come to think otherwise. Union with me is not

so terrible a matter. My rank you know, and standing high

as I do in the favour of His Most Gracious Majesty, your

position at court will be such as might gratify the daughter

of the noblest family in France. The study of my life will be

to make you happy. I shall now leave you to think over the

matter. I shall not pester you with my attentions, and for

another month you will not see me again. At the end of that

time I trust that you will have seen the futility of condemn-

ing yourself to further captivity, and will be disposed to make

more allowance than at present for the step to which my
passion for yourself has driven me.'

"It was just a month since she had been carried oflF, and

the very day when you rescued her the old woman had

informed her that the vicomte would do himself the pleasure

of calling upon her the next day. For the first fortnight she

had held up bravely, in the hope that I should discover the

place where she had been hidden. Then she began to feel the

imprisonment and silence telling upon her, for the old woman

only entered to bring in her meals, and never opened her lips

-(':-«<«Rii«V!r •ir-mvm&sim^H ^1 III! i f.'fiSSmKVl-SK^'
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except on the first occasion, when she told her that she was

strictly forbidden to converse with her. After that she began

to despair, and the ih,ws that her abductor would visit her the

next day decided hei- to make an attempt to escape. She had

no difficulty in letting herself down from the window by the

aid of her bed-clothes, but she found that what had been said

respecting the wall and gate was true, and that she was no

nearer escape than she had been before she had left her room.

She was trying in vain to unbar the gate, which, indeed,

would have been useless could she have accomplished it, as it

was also locked. But she was striving with the energy of

desperation when the door of the house opened and the men
rushed out and seized her. As they dragged her back to the

house she uttered the cries that brought you to her assistance.

The rest you know.

" As soon as I heard her story I went to the palace and

asked for a private interview with the king. The king re-

ceived me graciously enough, and asked, with an appearance of

great interest, if I had obtained any news of my daughter.

" ' I have more than obtained news, Your Majesty. I have

my daughter back again, and I have come to demand justice

at your hands.'

" * I congratulate you indeed. Baron,' the king said, with an

appearance of warmth, but I saw his colour change, and was

convinced that he knew something at least of the matter.

" ' And where has the damsel been hiding herself?' he went

on.

" ' She has not been hiding herself at all, Sire,' I said. ' She

has been abducted by one of Your Majesty's courtiers with

the intention of forcing her into a marriage. His name. Sire,

is the Yicomte de Tulle, and I demand that justice shall be

done me, and that he shall receive the punishment due to so

gross an outrage.'

hii

I
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"The king was silent for a nii itP .,nrl fJ,n„ •
i

n.o,t"„I s", it?" 'T ""?' '•'•^""" ""•™«'. acted

who, pa.i„g h ;„"
I :,f

"'""' "'.» »•'""« <"«-
cries foi- aid, „„d „.i , 1 ,

""' """"'"' '>«^'"l I""'

™-„«.,e,t::^i:zr::'Tit:r;',:::;'f"''
:="

For,,::.^-j-™''.'
'".'-' '^""-a tot:

.»k™ thee ,

,

^:;'l"™f "' .ti"" *e had bee,,

galla,,t ,.„,,„„ ,.e,,,|'l'„
''"'''<^\ ""!> '« horsee. The

°
, "^ "'f^ feenijtnun at once trot the r-irH-irr^ ,„ j-

placed my daughter in it with tL T ''''''-^8? ''"^^•"«««'

attending on her Th. 7 ,

'"''" '^'^^ ^^^ ^^^en

side of til' go a^dTth' "T'
"•' '^ ^"^« '^>^ ^fa«vciiiLigt, ana in thai wa" hron<rht he,, u^ .1

morning.' " ' '""o'lt, ner home this

th:;';:'^;,::;..^;':^:;; '° ^pp- •"<"*-„, ,, wa, e^dent

rageous indeed '.^t fou ^ hTo ° "'"
''T " " °"'-

carried off, and I will ITtUfi ? ^ T" *""" •« """^

thi, oiBeer „ho h-, rendered ' " " " ''°"°' ^'"' "'ho i,

•• • His n...e i K .1?:" ^'"!"" ™ch a service,'

Irish regiment.-
'

° " °" "'""S" '" O'Brien's

>.a;:g:i:^d;hi::;;!^:ef:;!':/r;i,";:^
"""' "-"-

I »PI»se j.„„ are quite^^re „f arthe '
"°""'' ''' """"

have told them to me!'
»"-cumstances as you

"It is impossible that there can be any mistake. Sire,'

I
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said. 'In the first place, I huvo n.y dau^'hter's account. T\m
13 ent,rely corroborated I,y tlie old woman .she ha.l bron.d.t
w. h her and whose only hope of escaping fron, punishn.^nt
Kv in telmg the trnth. In every respect she fully contirmedmy daughters account.'

'"But the vicomte has not been absent from Versailles forhe past month. He has bee.i at n.y .norrung levee, and on
all other occasions at n>y breakfasts and dinners; he has
walked with me in the gardens, and been always present at
tbe eveiung receptions.'

" ' That is so Sire,' I said. ' My daughter happily saw him
but once namely, on the morning after she was captured. He
then told her frankly that she would remain a prisoner until
she consented to marry him, however long the time might
be. He said he would return in a month, and hoped by
that time to find that, seeing the hopelessness of her position,
she would be more inclined to accept his s.iit. It was on
the eve of h^ coming again that my daughter, in her despera-
tion, made the attempt to escape. She was foiled in her effort
but this, nevertheless, brought about her rescue, for her cries'
as her guards dragged her into the house, attracted the atten-
tion of Monsieur Kennedy, who forthwith, as I have told vou
stormed the house, killed her guards, and brought her home
to me.

"The king then sent for de Tulle, and spoke to him with
great sternness. The latter did not attempt to deny my
accusation, but endeavoured to excuse hin^elf on the ground
of the passion that he had conceived for my daughter Cer-
tainly from the king's tone I thought tnat he would at least
have sent him to the Bastille, but to my great disappointment
he wound up his reproof by saying, 'I cai., of course, make
some allowances for your passion for so charming a young
lady as Mademoiselle Pointdexter, but the outrage you com
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«"re.' Tho Vicente Jed '!
, k','

'''''' ^"""*'' "'^' P^^-
' ft Ve...i,ie, The kZ turn.

?^''"' ""' "" »'-"• '«»«'•

-J -id. .1 trust, Mons e^; r Barorrl^'^
'^'' ''' "-'•

that justice has been done. ' ''
^'^" '^'*' ''^"tent

" i was too angry to choose niv word. „,. i i •
i

<--«-innot say that lam content vl^x '^ ^ '^''^ '"'"'>'. '^

-^ that which has been p n ^^^^^^^^^

'"'J"^'^' •^"^•^' -' outrage

•^ f.u- heavier punishme'
t

'th „ ^"T ™'' '"'"^'^"- ^'----
mothinks that an impr^onmtt !?i

""'
u'""

^""^^' «"<J
tended to inflict upon her ^^I I

'^ "' ''^"^ "''^•'^'' he in-

-uld have ™uch Ce ea ^^l; :h^"'""^^'
'"^ '' ^^« -^«.

"The kine rose to f. /
^ '^^^ •'""^'^'^ ^^ the case

'

n.y boldnessl^d 1 t'\ r tl?"^^''/''' '
^'-^^'^' ^^^^

for de TulJe. but he bitll ,i

' ' P '"fment that I desired
-e "ot often at court iSinM ^ "'' ^°''^^>'- *^'-

•fe-norant that I am not am InfeTto f
"'

l"'
^" '^"^^^«-

that you have used. HowTvrT ?'^'" '^ "' '^^ ^one
the great anxiety that vouh ' '"a-"'"^'

^""^ ^"^"'''"'^e for

disappearance.
tru tha I s^.r""'''

'*' ^'^"'- ^^-'^^hter s
-t n.y ]ev^e this evening '

'" ''' ^'°" ""^ >^«">- daughter

^^o:ni^ltyXt^^lrg"^^^^^^^^^^^^ --. ^nd I am
iis court that he consideri l , u '

''°"'"' '" *o.v to
course the story hlTZl^t T ° ''' "'"'"j' "-"eim. Of
"- vieo„,te had",! "t^tf „

:'" """ "™ "">"" "-"'

»-kedl,. ehii to Anne, talked to hr;""'"-
^•'» «"« »-

h- deep regret that sh should ha" r"""."""'
=^"''^'"1

outrage while staying „t his court
'f°".™''J'^« '» ™oh an

-ough to be hea/d by all LdlgV "u'd^'.Th"
^'°" '"'«'

'"g point in the matter is that th^v .' ""'^ '*'">-
way troubled or tnolested o a„d th.V""""' f"

^""' "' ""}ou, and that you only saw him for

m^z'^,
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H

^

H tew minutes on the Hrst dnv ..t .

"ot say that this rov.l tt!;
''"'" ^""«'"^"'«"^'

^ -e.l

•iaughter, and til t
"" " "^ ""^^ ^''^'^''^ '" -r

and fL^^^i'z't:::^ 't -r'^-'^^y
"^^"-••'^

this morning. W M st'v h
" ^"^?' ^''^ "'•^'''•^

' ^l>^^^^

an inestimaL se^lf ^^^ete:h tlu
"^
T'

'"•^' '^"^"^^^"•

Thus, although dissatisL I th'u • T'
^"'''' J"'^' "''«''^'

the Vicomto cle Tul. . ,•
' I"""^'"»«"t inflicted on

shielding my da.K.hL f^^ . '
^ '"^ ^''*'*'^"' '^ »"'" ^o'"

"ess to her and bv dl
'
''"^"*^^ ^>' '^'^ "^-'<-' kind-

seen her s^n^ heL of hrabT"'^'
^'" '^ ^""" '"'-' -^

home to-morro..\t;\h1 J gtS"\vh n T'^'l ^i'

'^^^^"•"

ning topav mv resnppf« n. . t
"^'^"' ""en I went this n.or-

u would ao .veil .0 ,,e„„,ij : ^ „ ^J^
*' »'"". 'hat

orrow. Your suHflo,, .1^ .
ueciSKin to leave to-

-Ik. It wL lu ZtZtTTr;' '"'r " '""'"-'

-.^t„..atetoorr:!n:Lt^~r ^^^ ...

10.; tle« but a *ort b,.„W,„,erf.tt,::?'
"" »-^" '^

J »p.te of the 0(l,ct3 against duelling. I m.velf

li

l|(

f:



90 'N THK IRISH liitKJADK

up... tl,« l„„„„„. „( „,,. („„„•, ,„„ ,

ril'n;;;'-
'''"; .v >.•--...• v.i,,,,,.,,;,';:

,

-«.«.u,,,..J;.;;;:,:;'i,:;,:::;';i:t:—:;;;,^^
on one of the kiw/n civ;,turos Ij.u ..« i ; i .,

"•-''« •^'"<'ti

iikelv t„ .n f »

.^" '""Ls. M.t, as I mu\, the matter is notiikel3 to ,e.st as ,t ,s. Anno has, with n.v full eo.isent and
W.n.,,nenheHo..etoayoun,,^^
"« •« a large hncled proprietor, an.l u connection of our familv

to lose her so soon; and ,n spite of the present fashi -n of earlv

de
;. \ allee that they must «ait for another couple of yea.s
r need scarcely say that after Mhat has hap .ened I sh-t'lreconsider my decision, for the sooner she is mar Ld adbeyond the reach of a repetition of this outrage th "et r

bette. satisfied than I am that the n.atter should have been

«end a challenge immediately to the vicomte. He is hiLd,Bpn-ned and has the reputation among us of heW IS
.t^s:'d'e"T.ditT ^^'"'^^V'^

''- ^-'-- -^' ^^ -'^
per on th.J '^'V?'"^^^'"

^' ^^ '-t ahvays the injuredperson that comes off victorious in a duel; and should fo t.u.ego against Mons.ur do la Vallee it would be a terrible bo"to my daughter, and indeed to myself, for I am much attad^dto him She IS worrying about it already. Of course it isimpossible that the affair can be hidden from him- i is publ cproperty, now and therefore I sent off one of m; groomf^hour since with a letter to him.
^ ^
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"Flithortu I ha.l .int wiitt,-!, t., him al.nut my (iau'hter'.s
.liSH,,,,cvuHMoe. J. M.v i,., ho wouM. ,.,. hoari>.g of >,, .a one.,
haste,, hce, who.e h,- co„M ,|o no goo,! an.l would only a.l.l to
iny t,-oul,Io, I thoM^'ht it Lost to lot matters .., on a.s they we,o

ha.l ),ce„ .lo.n^ eve.ythinj; that was possiKh-, an.l to have
his t,-oul.lo.s as well a.s my own on my han.ls wonl.l have,l,iven
n.e to distraction. The Kiuom is to change horses at evei'v
!»ost hous.., and to use the greatest possible spee.i. Vou may be
srre that Monsie.,,. ,1.. L, Nallee will do the same, and that in
MX days he will be he,e. 1 have given him the me.vst outline
of the athiir. and have not n.entioned the name of Amies ab
•I'letor. Had I done so, it is probable that I'hilip would have
gone straight to d... Tulle and forced on an e.ieounter at onee
As It IS, I trust that Anne an.l I between us mnv persua.le him
to take n.. step in the matter. It is the honou • of mv familv
not of his, that has been attacke.l. Had he been betmthed iomy daughter he woul.l have been in a position to take up her
.juarrel; as ,t i.s, he has no -latus, e.xeept distant lelationship.
And now, Monsieur Kenne.ly, I have the kings onler to take
you to the paluee. He aske.l me several questions about you
this morning. I sai.l that I ha.l not yet seen you, but that
you were no. over here to-day, and he said : 'Bring him to me
when he co

,,
Haron. I shouM like to see this youn- fire-

eater who thrust himself so boldly into a matter r, which he
ha. no concern, solely l^ecause he heard a woman's voice
calling for help.'"

"I am sorry to hear it," Desmond said bluntly. "From
^vhat you say I magine that, in spite of what he has done, the
king IS far from g.atified at the failure of his fa\ourite's plan
Howevei, I cannot dis. jey his commands in the matter

"

i I'
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«hall 1,0 absent very loi.tr f li

""^ '"'''"'"*' '^'^^ "e
"•"h hi-n, and I think rfm h \

'""'''"*'' '""'^^''-^ «ver

"But I have har - Z^^ ''T ""'' '"^' ^"'*" "^^ ^''*^"'"

" Vou will h«v
^ '"" ''"" >'*-'^' ^'^^''er!-

-vice that he haJ ..endl d o I;: T'
""'.?• ^^^^ ^'^'^

him as belonging to u«
" "' " "^'''^ ^*^ ^'o-'^'de''

"t- IS so, the baron said "H,. iv.iii,

"J have orders." the '

'ter said "n. f ly-ur presenting
, u.,..., ,, Hi 1l,i t v

?'"" '' °"^'' ^"
-'tern,g the andience-chamber Thf "''' '"^^'^^'^ "^

;;

Prmue passage of conside.ble ' .r'T' •' "^"'°
'^^or the chamberlain asked thpn, . .

^''""''ng at a
to ascertain whether H s MaW "T '''^''' ^' ^^^'^ '««ide

"His Majesty will !:!?=' ^^^^/'«e"fe-ged.

-'d when 1^.1:^:.^!^ ^^.^-.inntes, H,ron.' heme uuc d Orleans is with him, but,
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- '- » <-" - ^^ "

III »M-..or three niiniit..^ ,-, h.iri.l I„.|| .,.i.,wl i i

"Allow m<- to pr.'seiit h, \-oiii- Nfiirsn•• ,' t

•""• •'" Iiisli M.'ntlrtnai, of ^,oo<l f.miilv
"

"^Kimnt.t.

The ki,„^ „h., UHs „„u- far H.lv.„..;.,i i„ |i,,. ,„..^..,, ,, „,,.

'"" "' ;""^'^"'' ' '-»<-' "• -• ••. n... f „... an. tvp , ^n.m,y of n.y gallat.t Irish othvns, n-ulv for ..„v Io„,.,.;_„ f. ' "«"> roi anv dpsnoratr«m.co. So, yott,,^ .„, yo„ hav.. l....„„ ,,,,v in.|o,.l „, ,,,,havoo amoHK n.y l...,.> suhjects. for I h.vr that v.n. a,
'

soldier with you slew four of them."
"Hardly your iie^.,. sul.ject.s, Vo,m Maj, •.

if r mav veuturc to sav so; for asnuredlv tli

J
.

• '
'

ma.\ \en

proceedi.H^s wh, M T
^

u " '"^ '^"-''Wl i" lawful|)io((c(imgs uheii I came upon thee.
A slight smile crossed die kitn^'s I , .. u

"\ou arc right, .,i,-; ,h«e fellow, ,vl,„ ,,rr r™.lv ,„ un.l.T
>^.ko any .crv,ce, h„,v.ver crfminal, for whioh ,hcv -.ro 1

ow .If ,„,„ a „,a„„ „,rt „hi,h ,.„„ h„a no ron ern, beine

nearrl «as Mademoiselle Pointdcxte.-."
"The matter was very simple, Sire. Having joined theregiment hut a few months, and being naturally Lxiol to

iilff »j|
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go for long rambles taS !"f.
""^ '''"'"^ ^ frequently

had that LnL.;„e "l"''?,'"^
™>^ ««^^'- «-vant. I

fair and the weat\erra,^;^t;Vir^^^^^^^ ff ^ ^^
cry of a woman in distress Tc^f -^ '" ^ ^"'"'''^ ^^«

happened, as it n.ight .^H be L'tTl '\''' "''^' '^^

He then related allT/
''"' '''^^ *'«'"g ^'o^e."

entrance into1 :^:!;et TtTfTV^ '' ^'^'"'"^ ^
guard, and how he final vbrn, t .'r f''

"P"" '^''" ^^ ^he

-)wiiies. Tzt^i:a:^:r'''''''''''^'-

matter with sinmil.r A'
,^^""''^^- ^o" behaved in thr

intend alJ .Tt^i:27 ^"^'^"'^"^^^^ ^"^ ^^ :-
is like that^our tt: ::^1 be prC::iir'"^V^^ ^"' ''

before long there will be a va a^ ^ h "nkf f

' "' '^''

raent. Truly Monsieur le Baron anr b « l u [
^"""' '''^'-

for gratitude that you happened tot
^"^^''' ^'''' ^^^^^'^

I as King of France am Id that ht nT' ""' ''^ ''""' '^"^

court has failed I nm f i
"^'^^*' ^" ^ ^^dy of the

i^^ the mat A sho7;m:';"'.:^''x^^^'^^^'^'^-^
- that he hoped tr:2'^]Z:z!:j^^'''^^'
He named no names, nor said au^h of tb

"'''"^'^'•

mtended to adopt. But I said it . n , ,

^^^^^^^res he

do so, for rumours hac rei ^ . .. i
''^* '^ ^''^"^^

disorder. Whether he took this sf
^'^'"'""^ "'^''^ '"

means that he thought fi 7 cannot t!,r '^Tr'"'
*° "^« ^">^

suspect, when I heard of fbV 1

'
"""'^ ^ ^^'tainly did not

Pointdexter, that hetd ;t:^rr' ''t™^^^«"«
^«

the baron came here and dltl' "d i^ olV f^'
"^^"

indeed that his enterprise was thwarted LTt u
'"^ ^ ''^

unworthy one. You are too young yet for m .
^ '""''

>uung yet tor me to grant you

-'I

UjM
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A NEW FRIEN

military promotion, but this will be a
\

of your conduct, and that the King of

suppress all irregularities at his court."

ring from his finger, he handed it to DesilS ^___
one knee to receive it. " You will please inform your colonel
that when he comes to Versailles I request he will always brine
you with him."

The audience was evidently finished, and the baron and
Desmond, bowing deeply, left the king's cabinet. The baron
did not speak till they left the palace.

"Louis has his faults," the baron then said, "but no one
could play the part of a great monarch more nobly than he
does. I have no doubt whatever that de Tulle relied im-
plicitly upon obtaining his foi-giveness had he succeeded in
forcmg Anne into marrying him, though doubtless he would
have feigned displeasure for a time. He has extricated himself
most gracefully. I can quite believe that he did not imagine
his favourite intended to adopt so criminal a course to accom-
plish the matter of which he spoke to him, but he could not
fail to have his suspicions when he heard of Anne's disap-
pearance. However, we can consider the affair as happily
ended, except for the matter of Monsieur de la Valine, of whom
I spoke to you. And now, sir, that tne king has expressed his
gratitude to you for saving his court from a grave scandal,
how can I fitly express my own at the inestimable service
that you have rendered us?"

" I should say. Baron, that it will be most welcomely ex-
pressed if you will abstain from saying more of the matter.
It is a simple one. I went to the assistance of a woman in
distress, and succeeded at the expense of this trifling wound
in accomplishing her rescue. The lady happened to be your
daughter, but had she been but the daughter of some little

bourgeois of Paris carried off by a reckless nobis, it would

i' t'j^'-.,^ ^
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n..g. which, ,„ho„«h . ,„, , „ „ * :,T ™ * °'
"J"

» very valuable one, or he ,vo„M „„, i,

''• """" '"'

tad the pleasure of re„,W ,»

'
° ™" ''• """ ' '"'vc

-lie de Poi,„de.v.er «; -"';='" you a,„l .^/„de^„oi.

.ewardcd for a «rvio ^o^ert™
' ^ ''' 7™ 'l"". duly

opi"- of ihe moineul
' ^ -"dertokeu ou the

^.eiir'i^n^X'ijr:::!; Lt r:r'''°™^'
r-'"''' ^•°"-

.kail have ,0 re„,ai„ you, debtor ,HI,, "'rf'
""''

' '""'' '

I ean .ay at pre^eut I, t at "b ,

''

r,""
"' "'^ ''<' ^»

obtain le.ve von i,-,Il
' ^*'"" ^"^ vo" I'an

chateau. The'rr vo v ll"':

" "
"'T

'""""'""' «"-' '» ->•

The life of a clu ,1. :,:;";" ""M"- -cu^stauc.*

existence in this couli IT u ,

•""'' Pf'^l'avatiou for

open ..oeutiousrir
:,,:'''»"f

;''™ ' "" '""«- "«
there is yet, I l,e|i„„ 1 ,

" ""' ' ^«» younger davs,

it has bee„;J , Vi;:iZ T""°' "''""Sacy, though

obtained an absol te a d T
™ " ""V""'""''

*'»""™°"

His .Majesty."
' ""••* '"^" """"^"i. i"fl"e„ce over

from P'ris 1,1 'Lf™;*'
'"""""« "'•"»" '" » •'"•0

"ould give «e .r ,, r 1 ^ " "' ""P""'' '"-i 'o">i"«
.

o "^ '"'^ e'eater p/easiire than to hnvo fi,„ .

of see.ng ij. country life in .o ple^ant'?, l; ••

"'""''""•^'

•hat is, you must be c^.:„ fori
"""' ""^ J°" »'»"' -<i

-t.w,haved.seov:::?j^„-:rtt:;h^hir^^^^^^^

^M
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open violence von can »elr ,I„f„. j ^^
"ARamst

f.™ behind „ ,h ; L ' kin T"°"'
"" "«"'"" » '•'""

AVk
"-'nger, skill .-ukI coiirace are of UttU '.vn,i

)^
hen yo„ go out after dark, I pray you let vnZZ

follow closely behirul vn„ i i.
^ "' "'•^' '*''"'-'^"t

its scabbard '•
"^

''
""' "^ ''''' ^'^ ^^^^ '« loose in

Desmond nodded. "Believe mp T «.,ii . i

t'on. ,t i, no. „ke,, j'2:i^ i2':^j::^^jtt-

from court tJI u , ,

'^^"^^••"ence been banished

had annihilated the guard that L^K T^'?''
''""'''^'

Desmond laughed as tht J ,T
P'"'''' "^"- ''•''

."
lo ' V'" V'^

°"^^^''' "'^'-^^ ''^^'--t he belonged to

Z a m I'e ad T K^'
'''^'^ '""^ "^^^« ^^^ -- confinedwas a mile and a half beyond the walls?"

There was no longer any reason for concealment. The matter

I . « ;

! il

! i.i

G
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ha.1 become public; the baron would certainly mcntio. his
name, and ,„dec,l his visit to the palace, and the private
audience give., to him and the baron would assuredly have
been noted.

"^

" Vour story is quite new to me," he said, "and is swollen in
the telhng to undue proportions. The real facts of the case
are by no means so r.;mantic. The truth of the story by th'\s
time IS generally known, as Mademoiselle Pointdexter and her
tather have many friends at court. The affiiir happened to
myself. '*

"To you, Kennedy?" was exclaimed in astonishment by all
those present.

"E.vactly .so," he said. "Nothing couhl have been more
simple. Ihe evening before last J was, as usual, taking a
walk, and the night being fine, I passed bevond the gate.
esently I heard a scream and a woman's cry for help None

of yon, gentlemen, could have been insensible to such an
appeal. Callaghan and I climbed over a pretty hi-h -ate
^ot knowing what force there might be in the place, we Occu-
pied ourselves at first by unbarring and shooting the lock of
the gate^ The bolts were stiff, and we made some noise over
It, which brought out five men. These we disposed of after
a snort fight, in which I got this gra.e on the cheek and
l^allaghan ;;is sword wound in the should, r."

"How did you dispose of them, K.uncdy?" the colonel
asked.

"I ran two of them through, Callaghan cut down one and
shot another; the fifth man cried for mercy, and we .simplv
tied him up. We then found Mademoiselle Pointdexter and
learning from her that the carriage in which she had 'been
brought there was, with its horses, still in the stable, we got
It out, harnessed the horses, and put an old woman who was
mademoiselle's attendant in the carriage with her. Mike took



Ili''

i

< NKW KlllK.\r>
,,|

the reins, I m„„,„o,l „ .,„l,||,.|„„,,
, , . ,

yoi, kno-v, got |«ek !,.,„ j„.t ;„ ,|,e ..-Ln t: ,

'
"'

on i.ani<k"
^ "o'"init n.i> i.inuinj; i,|,

nnJ Iomh'-'

'"''"' "'''°"""'" ''"'•-''I-' "'« '"I""'! «".l «-an„lv

lienl::
"•^"""'""' "' '"""'«'""" - ' .1.0 o"l.o;.

.-ipproval."
' •' ^'-''^^" "* '"-^

that o.u youMg en.,.,, h,s .h.-mIo an a,hnin.l,lo <l.:|,„r l r'ini sure that we arc all i„„n.l ..f .1
' '

'

'>eha\cd; uikI oiua.ilirinations that h.> «v>„l i

i licy have nuleed, CN.lonoI," the major said " uj

• .'"=*»r'



100 IN THK rulMI HKIUAKK

r never thought anylhing ;il„.ui i,, M,jo,-. A woman
screamod for help, an.l a seemed to n.<3 that help should he
g.ven. I di,l no, think of ,hc risk either from arn.ed men
inside-for I had no reason to helieve that there were such-
or of cvil indictn.ent for hreaking in. We heard the erv
made stra.ght for the house, and, as it turned out, all ^u•ul

"Well indeed, • the cohmel said. " Vou have re.scued a
ne;dthy hencss from a pitiable fate, you ha^e Meshed your
ma.den sword in the bodies of two villains, you have eanu-d
the gratitude of the young lady and her father, and have re
ceived the approval of His .Majesty a very good tnghfs work
altogether. Now tell us a little more about it

"

Desmond was compelled to tell the story in much further
detad than before. The colonel ordered in a dozen of cham-
pagne, and It was late before the party broke up.
"You see we were pretty nearly right in otu- gues.," O'Neil

said, as he and O'Snllivan walke.l across with Desmond to
their quarters. " We said that we thought it likely she .night
have been earned ofT by one of the court gallants, who felt
tolerably confident that, if successful, the king wo.dd overlook
he offence. 11ns fellow, thanks to your interference, did not
ucceed. and the k,ng has let him off lightly enough bv only
.an.shn,g h.m from court. If it ha,l I.een anyone but one of
fns fayotn-ites he would by this tin.e have been a tenant of the
fiistdle I do not think myself that his punishment was ade-
quate; but then I am not a courtier, and should be rather -dad
than not, to be sent away to any estates I might have " °

"But,' Desmond rema-ked, "I suppose the punishment is
a severe one to these men accustomed to a round of pleasure
and dissipation, and who consider it the highest of earthly
honours to be in favour with the king. However, no one
could be kinder than His Majesty has been on the subject

wA^fu . im^\^.
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At the reception k.st „ight, ut whirl, ho ..nleml th.- l,ar.„.
a.Kl h.s .laughter to appear, he showed h.-r the iu..>t umkvi]
J..vour, and particularly pnt a stop to all s.an.l.js l.y savin-
l-mdly that ,le Tulle ha.l never seen her after the first ino,"
ning of her capture."

Six days later, when Desmond was engaged in the fencing
room, C'allaghan came in and t.ild him that a gentleman was
lit his (piarters wishing particularly to see him.
"What i.9 his name?"
"Sure and I don't know, your honour He did not mention

It, and It was not for the likes of me to ask him "

"Kidiculous, Mike: In future, when anvone comes and
wishes to see me, you will .say, ' What name shall I tell Mr
Kennedy?'" He put on his uniform coat reluctantly, f<^r he
was engaged in an interesting bout with a professor, wlm was
HI. old friend of the ,'mitre d'omi.-s. A.s he entered his room
a young man who had been staring out of the window and
drumming impatiently with his fingers, turned. He was a
stranger to Desmond.

" I urn Desmond Kennedy, sir," the young officer .said. "To
what do I owe the honou. of this visit?"

The other did not reply, but stood looking at him in so
strange and earnest a wa}- that Desmond felt almost uneasy.
"Sir," his visitor said at last, advancing to him and holding
out both hands, "when I tell you that mv name is Philip ,le
la \ allre you will understand wh.-.t must strike vou as mv
singular behaviour. I arrived last ui.v'ht at Versailles and
heard all that had happened. You can imagine, therefore,
that my heart is almost too full tor w.^-ds with gratitude
and thankfulness." Desmond was moved by the emotion of
his visitor, and their hands met in a hearty cl.sp. Monsieur
de la Vallee was a young man of four- or five anrl-twenty, well-
proportioned, and active and sinewy from his devotion to field

'
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•"t the la.tor, u-ho l.a.l „ot v.t tini.,!.,.,! groui,,;,., u-as |..,.„e

;:;::';„;"::,:
-"- " ' '--- -' --

,
" ";'' '"'"' " '"-"< Komi,.,!,," ,1,. I;, v„||,., „.,,„ „„ ..

r
"•'" "'»' "• "l-ll I- - l» n,, .,,,1 , ., II.,,, ,L,

:;,;';:;;!;''"'"•";'"' '' » i.::,::™:
""1^1 mat iiic reasons lie I'lv,. i,,,. „ .. i

1 I .
'^ '"^ "rtc I'lHK ones F I'r.iiM

--Uo..lnn,and..H.l.M.,.U.av.a.5:i.U,.,,^

ivor 7 '''

iTr-
•'""•'"'•'•''- that in another

I^^-P
... tho. lark, an.l „-..„M hav ..nnnnonoci n.e to I'uL

:"" tha-kful nou- that he .li.l not <Io so, for I 1> e « U t mv"...potence to ,Io unythin.- um„I,I 1,.,, . ir
""''*' ,"''^ "^>

<listraetion."
"

' '""" '"' "-^'''''^^^ 'o

.jn..roe.ith von that U..>arona..t..l.i.^
'""• Ha.l no, d,an.e or IVovi.hMKc taken n.e n,st the

l^can sav, h.ue n.na.ne.l a eaptive there for n.unths or e:;n

J
It wa^lWlenee in.,..„,. M-nsienr Kenne.ly. l>,.ovi,Ienee

. e e. m ''
''"" ••'••'-^'' '^t that n.on.ent, hut that

«ri.^'
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'"' '';•'- "*•»' ' •'•""'"Hi nM^r. tlu. Imron a.xl I, «|,„ «„-o you 8<.
nmcli, can d.. notliin- t.. sliuw uin gnititinlL'.

Dcmoiul s.nil, •
..

I ,,„ ,,„„,. ^,,„ „, ,^ J ,^^,^,^, _^^^ ^^^ 1^

to:o,M, ho.sti.l; "thotlunk.H that I have md v., I fr..,,, vuu
I'ofh an, intiMtoly more grateful to uw th,u> a„v an.Mu.i of
rin^s ati'l jc.vcls.

"

••An.l nou-, my frie,,,!,' I'l.ilip.le la ValLo w.„i on, "nivcwn ImrniM- desiro is to go to ,le Tulle as .soon a.s I have
•"•';';"'1«>"<''I the l,aron and Anne to th.ir hon.e, first t.

|'i>l.l..'ly chastise this villain nol.le. and then, „f course, to ti-d.t
">'.. .Vm.rally I have said nothing of this to the i.aron, but

1 feel, after ^vhat has happene.l, that in you I shall fi.al an
Tlvisor and a synipathi/.er."

M syn.,.athi/e with you most heartily. I" ;iip, and in vour
pI;'oe should feel the san.e i.npulso; and yet it woul.l no' be
w.so to gne u-ay to it. I say this on the ground that he is a
notoriously good swordsman, ami that instead of your taking
vengeance upon him he nnght kill you.

"1 feel that that argiuneut woidd'trnt havea.iy inHuence with
you personally, but, taking your po>ition with regard to Made
mo.sellede I'oint.lextor, it should have great weight. Vou ,an
judge ft^otu what you would hav. felt your.self had vou been
aware of her dis.-.ppearance, what .he wo.tld feel did'she hear
of your death in this .p.arrel. Were you her brother I sho.dd
say that yo.t would be right,--,.ay, that it woul.l beyot.rdutv
o endeavour to punish the outrage again.st the honour of yotu'
M.mily \\..,v you ope.dy betrothed to h.r vou wo,d,l a-ain
':ive the nght to punish her abd.tctor; but/not being either
hor brother or her bel-othed, neither reason nor public opitn'on
woukl justi y your doing so. Moreover, did you fight with
I'm. and lull him, you would incur the grave.st resenttnent of
tlie k.ng, for in fact you would be impug.u-ng his jt.stice, which
has considered banishment f. -ourt to be a suflicent punish-

m
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""•"t for IiIm ort;.,,,.,.. \,„ „„.,.„ , ,

!""-"*"^
'^--uiitttri^iV''^''''''^-^'"^^^

"'i|"i.so„„„.,.t.-
'O'l'UMto If you twaptMl a Ug

I'lio other was M|e„f <• r f . i .i

"^ '-^ '• '-"t in.|.e.l it i. LnlttVr :"''«'''•'

^

-••"«« tlu« outran. ,,,..,. t ; ,

'
, ^'"'"''V'"'

'•^' »'•'« to

^--t^'^' i.^ to take i: :.;;;", '"'"" '"""^' "•"• ^-"•"

^'-J'

quietly un.l.,. tlu.s inj.I; •

"' '

' """ '^'^^'^^ ''^
' -t

chaiLt!.!rdrTuli;''it^r^;;;r'
'^'i-

"^^ ^•"" '^'"^^-" f-
^"t it is. as I have si. ;;':;" '"'

^f
^''^' -"-M.H.n....,

^-"•e killo.l. her life Jo.. 1 I

'"' ^"" "'"' '"'-"••
^^ ^•-'

•-^'>t ian,ui.h fo^:::i..':;'''t
^i''.pn<i..shin.se,frh-

Lr:;;t'*r'^''^''''^-
^-^

^"' '""' ^ ""' -e that he !vo , 'f ',
i f "^'^'""^ ''^''"'y

«t-''^«''-^'vou..e.th:t;4;:::^^^^^^^^^

'''"'- ••^-""•'l'^• I will hue ;
•''' '"' ''"'' "••"- "'V'

•".., should a.-.'uo as ..,. 1 i

^ '^
*""' y^""^'«'- than I

eusi,.,r' ^ " •'' "^'' ^"''''-''- '-athc. than a 3o,.n,
" I supnos." ill tlin «... I

"••'"tlnK ill iimiiliiiess an,/ „„ ,
'' '

'"'"'''• ""« not

'!>" >)*,„ „, duel il
",•"-• """ """" ''"'"""'

i
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and «letioini.',.,| if ,- ., ,. .1; .• , .

Konon.1 ..saKC for .li,| I ,,..,.,„„. , ,,„„,:"'
'" ";"""" "' ""•

ev.Tv liL'hf .n>,l . I

"'"iiK'if III.' iii,ilf..r (,v,.r i„

vou fn.m ,I.W so iffh ? ^"""'"'•'^"'"'<"lissn...le

acia.,,H.,,;t:;;;^r;;7;;;:::;:!,t:::,,,r7
'-

And i,„w t., uirn l„ „(|„.,. ,„,,„,,,,, ,,;
', ,„. ,

"•irt for the ,„ut|, Ti,„ ,,„. ,

' '" "'"' '!'." ",.

'iNrnissofi from .Irill ,,.,1 Ll ,

' '
'"""''' •^""'^'

' ""«

'" •"^- 'l"ti'% or thu ..f ,. ,

'"" •^•"^••'•-'"''y ^"••-1

"leiit, 1 ii,i\,. any right to lo;ne " "

^^";i^*Svir»!A ;ji>iv^:sfc;^ .*,:?'
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Side,- that o,u-jonr„oy will Lenlto^etlu., n„atte,Kled bv dangerI'lom what I have licani of ,1,. 'I'l.ll I, ;

.^ "-"'oei.

for-riv-oc 1 -n
' '"^ '^ '^ '»•'" "'"' "everfogne.MdM-,I pursue his object with the pertinacity of

.;
bluod-houud Ife has failed iu his first atten pt, but there

hat
,1 su eessful the ku,. though he n.ay fed it necessary to

^g. ...... anger for a tinus.iUHnal^
m ,„t f.uour agan,, especially as his fan.ilv would brin. allho .• u.tlueMce to bear to bring this about. 'Doubtless he^

- )<opt perfectly ,nfor„,e<l of what is going on here. Th eare everal forests to )>o traversed on the way, an.l these .e

c.u.uge be found overturned, and the l,arou an,l his dau.d.ter--.^.twoul be putdown as their work. Having the^^^
-1 as lus daughter ,n his power, .le Tulle .odd find it.i.Me than before to con.pel Anne to purchase her father'sreedom as .el as her own by consenting to his ter,,. T

";
ore, you see, the aid of . suord like yours wc.uld be ;alu^
-1 "o .loubt your servaut, who is also a sturdv fighter wiiaccompany us. • ^^

'^*-'' ""'

I can hardb- think that .lo Tulle would venture upon so bolda stroke as that, and yet he nn-ght do so. Men o tint Idare not accustonH.<|.to be thwarted, and it wouMl': itfactton to h,s ..sentient at his fonner failure as welUs t ^attannnent of the M-ide estates of which Anne is heiress''
^^^^ At th. ..^^^^^

•oloncl (JK, en has been pleasc-d to sav that you have beenHO assiduous in learning yo.u' duties th'it h. i

pleased to be aWc to grant the fuvou,. 1 a,ke,l. lice i.

iV
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your fuilouL'h (lulv sicmc.? v , •. i

to accent o.rpf,
" '^ '"''^' '''•'^' "''"' ^••""-^Iflu accept oi retase my iiivitaf )ii."'

"I accept it most gla.Uy, JJam,.. h will .jv,. ,„,. tl,.

1 will do K) williii.rlv; and I slidl ,1- fi, i ,

'"> .Mi\,iiit to accompany mo.
"Tlmt is already set'tle.l. I ,uld Col.,,,,.! (JHri,,, ,i,,„ ,

servant with him." '

^"''^'' ''"^ "^'^''"''

a sh.c.d one. I an, so accnston.ed nou- to his .Mvi.es
J«m,.ssthemandhi.,alkvervmuch" "

' "

'

""
'^

"''^^

cmi nn7T-
'""''' '""'" '^^^'""'^^ -'^-'' -'-' 1- -rvant

Mnl^^:";,;r;'':"7'; ^';-
^
—

<
^.^ to the ..lond ^

never seen hot'oi-e as far as cnew. 'ThisCalla-hm \r,. V >
' ^'^''^ '"^ -^'''o'

m

V.

m
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gave your master in rescuiii- my daughter, in which service
you receive.! the wound which still keeps your arm in a sling.
Here is a toketi that we are not ungiate'ful for the service.
If you will take my advice you will hand it to an agent of
mine here in I'aiis, who will keep it for you, and vou may
Hn.l It useful when the time comes for you to take your dis-
charge."

"So saying, he put a heavy purse into mv hand and said:
'Vou will find my .-ents name and address'on a card inside
the purse. I shall go round to him now and tell him that you
are coming, and that he is to use the money to your advanta^
and to hand it over to you whenever you choose to ask for it.

V.)ur master is coming down to stay iov a month with me, and
Colonel O'Brien has granted leave for you to accompany him.'
I thanked him heartily, as you may believe, sir; though, as
I said, I wanted no reward for (obeying your orders and for
the share I took in that little skirmish. After 1 came out
I looked into the purse, which was mighty heavv, expecting
to find a handful of crowns; ami it fairly staggered me when
I found that it was full of gold pieces, and on counting them
found that there were a hundied louis. Never did I dieam
that I should be so rich. ^Vhy, your honour, when I lave the
regiment, which will not Ije for many a long year, I hope, I
shall 1 ' able to settle down comfortably for the rest of my
life 111 ., snug little shebeen, or on a bit of land with a cottage
and some pigs, and maybe a cow or two; and it is all to your
honour I owe it, for if you hadn't given the word it would
never have entered my head to attack a gentleman's house
merely because I heard a woman scream."

"Well, I am heartily glad, Mike; and I hope that vou will
take It straight to the agent'.s, and not break in upo'n it by
treating half the regiment to drink."

"I will, your honour. It was given me to stow awav for
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'f^

the time when I mi^^l.t w.nt it, a,>.l though I don't sav thatmy own inclinations woukl not lead me to tiatc a few 'of the
boys I feel that I ought to rlo what the gentleman tol.l me '

Certainly you should, Mike. If you once l.egan to spend
It in that way, it is not one louis, hut five or more, that would
disappear in a few hours. I am heartily glad that the '-aron
has so han.lsomely reward.-.; you for the service, an.l if vou
l.kc will go roun.I with you this aft.-rnoon to his a-.-nt an,]
see the motley safely dep.wited."'

"

"Thank you, your honour. I sha'n't feel easv as km-' as I
have got it in my pouch. I shoul.l suspl.-t evervon." who
came near me, and should never .hue take mv lian.l off it l.-st

someone else might put his in."

"You are a lucky frll.jw, Kenne.ly," OXeil sai.l, whe-,
Desmond tul.l his two comrades ..f the arrangements that ha.l
been made. "An.l if you go on like this the regiment will
believe that any good fortune that may fall to its lot is the
result of your luck."'

"I really do not like having leave 'j: en to me when I have
been such a short time in the regiment. It .loes not .seem fair
upon others.''

"No one will grudge you that," O'Sullivan said "It is
not as if we were at home; then, of course, evervone would
like his turn. But heir, although we are sol.liers of France
we are as strangers in the lan.l. Here it. Paris we have manv
acquaintances, and a w^lome at most of the receptions; JM.-t

that IS the end of it. It i, seldom i„dee<l that we are in-
vited into the country houses of tho.se we know; that sort of
hospitality is not the fa.shion in France. Here nobles mav
throw open their houses to all gentlemen by Imth who happen
to be pre.sented to them, but at home they are riiii.lly ex-
clusive; and, moreover, I am inclined to think theV regard
us Tnshmen as detiinu.nlal and dangerous. Many Irishmen

i lii.^

li

:l ,

I
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make cxccedin^'ly ^'ood matches, and we arc re^jardcd asKtvmg , ,,, ,,i,H ,„ ,,ith the girls that is likely to inter-
tc.c with the arrangements their parents have n.ade f,., their
marriages Xou- it seems to me that ,yo,u- baron must be avery conhdn.g old gentlen.an, or he wonld never take von to
•stay >n the society of the yonng lady who owes so mnch toyou. Pa.th ,t seems to me that yon ha^e the ball at vouree^ and hat yo„ h.ve only to go in and win. Fron. what Ihe u, Ma.k.mo,se le Pomtdexter is no older than you are your-
self, and It IS a glonou.s chance for you."
Desmond l>roke into a laugh. "Mv dear O'Sulh^an "

^

IH^
";^.«/" rne that it is the favourite dream ofIn.h sohl.ers of fortune that they n.ay improve their circun-

stances by marriage."

"Possibly r may come to think so i„ another ten vears
"

Desmond went on, "but at present I have m> n.ore tho.'i.ht ^fmarrv.ng than I have of becoming king of France. The idea
s altogether absurd, and it happens to be particularly sohe present case since one of the objects of n,y going down to-ntdexter ,s that I may be present at the formafbetrothl
f tins young lady to Mnusieur ,le la Vall.'.e, a neighbour ofl.en. whom I ha.l the pleasure of meeting this afternoon, andto whom she IS tenderly attached."
"By the pow.,-s but that is unlucky, Kennedv!" O'Xeil

•saHl, and I l.ue been thinking J,at your fortune\vas made
..nd that the regiment M-ould soon lose you, as vou would ofcourse settle down as a magnate in Languedoc;" and now itseems that what we thought the proper se.,uence of your
adventure ,s not to come off after all. Well, l.ul I con
gratulatc you on putting a good face on it and hiding your
di.sappointment." "^ ^

W'



AN AMBUSCADK
111

" \\-h:a nonsense you talk!" Dosmon.l said laugl.in- "it isyon wo have boon l.nil.lin. .astles, not I, and iris 3 our dis-
ai.i.ouitment that they have fallen to pieces."

m

»

Is

CIIAPTKK VI.

AN .V-Miiisr-Vj)!':.

Q^ the nion.in. a,Tan;,ed the .avaha.le started fron. N'er-
- failles. I he haron had instructed the .tal.le-keene.' .vhereho carnage and horses had been placed, to n-tify the Vicon.te

lull, that he held then, at his disposal. 'The won.,
" H) had heen l.ron-d.t to \-o,.sailles, had l.een disn.issed
I'ftor havn,. n.ulc hcf-ae a n.a^istrate a .Icposition statin-^
Hon- Ma,lemo,selle de Pointdexter had heen held a close pr^
oner, ar.d that, with the exception of herself, no one whatever

' -
entered her apartment, except that the \ i.on.te de T.dle

'1 P-I her a v.a of son.e five nunutes' duration on the mor-
."^' after she Mas brought there. A copy of this was left in

k t '>y the haron, who re,ar.led it as a n.ost in.port^nt doeu-
»ent, co.,rernn>^ as it did the honour of his dau-difer \nne
-'^-..ledto..arisinthefan.iIvcoach,ands^.^ii,'

,—ud, took her place in it. The l.aron, M. de ]a A^dl.
, an

t)e mond rode on horsehaek behind it, two arn.ed retainersode .n fn,nt, and two others, with M,ke, to„k their placesWW J he old servuor sat on the front seat by the side of
tne coachman.

on fell back to talk tor a while with his dan,d>.er, "that
has the sh.rb^est thought of our beinu attn.^ed by nny

TC^ W^ »',-„
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1
hci. that hs ci.cunstance.s arc well-„,Vh desperate Ho

„

V

'/' ^'"' ^" ^^^'^^ -^ "''»' the title to the lu.irHe ,s pressed by .nany ncliturs, who, now that ho has o te ^jvour of th. kin,, will ,ive hi„. no fnr L ^r".Iced, I understand that the king, who is .Iways I erat 1"J.O not udre,,uently n.akes considerable gifts I he 1

^^I^'l!: .rf'-?' r"f' ^'''" '^"""' ^---- -"' that il

nVn. .

•
'""'"'^*'- Therefore, imtting aside his

p. lue and anger at having failed, the temptation to .laiobtain possess,on of Anne is great indeed. Once nr rrief

"

maintain h,s position as a country magnate.
J^ut Ma, emoiselle ,le Pointde.xter cannot come into thetvstates until her father's .leath."

"Not hi.s estates, but those of her mother, who w.s .Isr •.vv-1% heiress, a., of which she will ente; 1,1: ; L^Lcuh- on coming of age or on marrving. So .on see he ^naftord to disreganl the enmity o^ her f.tl, .• n
:';:'""•,''« "' "' '^"^ '|.;..*^K.;r:f, ".:,,::

ho„,e „ ha, |M,I l,a,,,,c„e,i, a,„l ,|,..,t if ..1„. ,v,„ f„ „ t 3 ,„ 1
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I
1

nllo« of which I have ^nou him pa.ti.ulars Ho i. ,„ ,.^-wanl until he moots „, .. that lho„ ho Join s, o ^ ,

^^tc^stron,apartyfo.aMyf,.n.o,ha,n,on,.oMJo
liMto gathor to iiitoivopt iis."

-^

"A very wiso procaiition, I'hiliit- Km «-.. ). ii i c

.1
,

• b""'n- no Will f;,|^-,, atiothoi' ( iv f.igather ami arm tho toiuuit^ ... th .f .1,,.,. ii

'

V .• , ,

"'^f^' ^*^" '"<" Anno shoiil.I n, o on a nilliotibehmd „,c 0,- hor f,„l,er. I„„ I ,,,•
, ,,,. ,„. ,„.,,„„. , „

™

. :,2':l"t""" 'T"' '"'" '">— t
'

«e t,„g ,ho change; ,„„1 „,„,,.,„,,,.
| ,,.,, „„,, ,|,^„ ,

"

ot agree to „ ha,i , „„„„ ,„, „„,,„ ,,,„,,„,„^„„. ^^
'

.he^k,nde,t and l«, „f „„„, ,,„ ,,„, ,,., ^ ' '

pi-.de, and ivoidd rcwidcr that it >,„,, d,.r,,-,„„v, •

The.,o„,,„,.taeeeptth;:;;;:;ti:.'
:;;:::,:;;'':;:,

•'Fottunately, even if,, eonrk-r take the , icomte word th-it

ever S; ,\
"' ""'"" •"" "' '"' <"' <-" -)"«, h„,v

a tan2d T'""^'"
"""' ""'''

"' ~""^ Tnlle , ni-h

l.ot„ee„ Jlorac and Ste. A>Vii„e, l,„,h „f which town. „«
H

'1 Ii
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Within the circle of the estate. I ..|,„it that, forosceincr tho
harot. IS likely to r.tun, t.. his estates without (h..hiy, tho
v.conite may have ma.le his preparations and he rea.ly to
start as soon as he ^.ts the iicus. Nevertheless ho \vill
have a n.le of some ei-hty miles to st.ike the roa.l on which
we shall I.e trav.lli,,,;. ||e ,„,y th,.„ n.ove north until he
hn.Is some suilaM,- place fnr a surprise; hut even allowing
»(.! his exeros.n- the ^r,,„,test speed wo shouM he half-way
from Pa,,s Lefore we .an possil.ly meet him, ami my men
should joni us l»y that time."

" Vou have for,i,^.tten one contingency, wlu'ch would entirely
alter the sl.ate of thin<,'s."

" What is that ?" yi ,le la Valhe asked sharply.
" ^^ .' give this villain nol.le credit for resource and enter-

prise. W hat mor," likely than that he has left a couple of hh
retainers at Versailles with ..rders that should any messenger
he sent off hy a .southern roa.l fr..m the haron his journev is
to 1.0 cut short, and any paper or letter found upon him
.-arned wiM, all speed to Tulle? In that ca.se the chances
of our l.ein- met hy a reinforcement are very .^mall

"

" /V>7.
'
you are right, Desmond. [ never g:a-e the matter

a thought Now that you mention it, nothing h more
probal.le. It ^vas the servant who accompanie.l me whom I
sent of}, l.ut as de Tulle would have been nutifie.l of my
arrival and the man starterl from the baron's house, it would
be deemed certain that he was either g..ing to I'ointde.xter or
my own estate, and that the mcssarro he carried Avas a some-
what urgent one. \V<.11, all we can do ,s to hope that the
te.low has uot thought of our takin- such <i precaution,
and that my messenger will arrive unmolested. Still, I
acknow edge that the idea makes me an.vious, and I fear that
^ve shall uot get through without serious trouble. There
are so many disbanded soldiers and other knaves in the

'^>vi*7 /.v
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forest, that do Tullo wo„I,l havo „o ,litlir„ltv i.> hiri,,. a.u-number of thorn .u,.! .anyi,,.^ his .sd.o.no om .uhunt th'
u.s.s..t.inco or knowlo.Igo of his ow„ tcants. Tho hrivv
taxHt.o,. necessary to keop ,.,. ,hc oxporisos .,f th.- ..o,„t ha"s

a'"< .M« folk are being fon-o.l to leave thei," hoI.li,..s a.-l
o take to urtlawful courses. Houever, it is ,>f ,„, ,;,« .,„,

telling the baron our fears. Ho is obstinate when he has onco
ma.le up h.s nund to a thing, and nothing short of a royal
conimand would induce hi.u either to change his route or to
stop at one of the to.ns that we shall pass throu,h, and wait
unt, my band arrives, ffo would in-hn-d consi.l.r his honour'
greatly attau.ted by allowing himself ,o make ,t chan-e of
plans on the mere chance that our suspicions were justihtMl

"

S.X days p.^od without anything o.-curring. In.patient asPh
1 p de la \allee and Desn.ond were to got forward, they

could not hurry the slow pace at which .hov travelled.
Madomoiselle Fon.tdoxter was now .suHering from the re
action after her n.onth of captnity ar.d anxiety. The baron
thet'ofore travelled with provoking slowness.

'

Ohuuuiwr ,,,
he d.d relays of horses at each post, they coul.l without ditli-
culty have travelled at almost double the rate at which they
actually proceeded, but stoppages were made at all towns at
which comfortable accommodation could be obtained. l„deod
HI some places the roads were so ba.l that the carria<^e co.dd
not proceed at a pace beyond a walk without infikting a
terrible jolting upon those within it.

"There is one comfort,"' Philip said, when he had been
bewaihng the slowness of their pac .'n,y men should reach
"sat ^evers at the latest, and you n,ay take it as tolerably
certain that any attempt to interfere with us will take nlice
consi.lerably south of that town. I should guess that itwould be somewhere betueen Mouiins and Thiers, if oar
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•• "nnk tl,a^ your K„K«..fi..M wu. ,.,.,,•,.,. an.l ,|,., m.v
""-x.'n;,'.M- has ,n,l,erl b,.,,, i„t,Mr,.,,t..,i ;u>.| .l.j..

"

IWWI ,,„,,, „„tgHi,,s.,y th.. ,n„h ,.f his f,i..M,|,s ..In.l;.
tloii, l.iit he .sairl.

';lV-i'>Iy. I'hilip insto..! of l>.i,„ .„,,.,,..,, ,, „,..
[ie Iulh..s ,«.,„is m.^hf n.l, him of his h^r,,-,' .to,,., of ,h,

es;
f«''I'll.im.h,U„,..o„fai„..,la„onh.,fo,.,h..n.,.jo,-

MU.ckl; a poss.hh.. so that .ven if .ol.l.e.l of th.luev h.nnght St,, ,,,,,,.,.,.,,,, ,,^.^^^^^^^^^

•-topped never onco ont.Mvd ,„v n,i„d.'
At Nevers, Desmond went ,'o„nd to all fh.. ,„„s in ,h tow,,iopnuo ,f any hodyof men had pnt np at rhaf pla.e bnw.thout snecess. When he .vla.ed his f.d,,„,. ,. ,1^^ ^^lnews to Philip, the latter sairl

:

'

arrived'' 7 T' ^T "'"* "' ^''"" ""'''' '^'^"^ •^*'^-« -^u ne t Monhn. If not. I shall no Ion,.,- have anv hopethat my messenger got thn.„.h safely, and then we shall haveo cons,der whethe,- i, .ill not be neee.sa.-v to info.-mn on of onr fea,-s. and to get him to ehange his .-onte andn.ake a detour, cross the Loire at Honrbon. make fov Maeon
;:"'";;

^';zV'''-"
"" ^"^^ •'''"•• ^••^"'^- -^^ '•- «—' -^

Florae."

'
^^''"''' ''"' "^'"^^ "^^'- ^'^*^ "^--^^-^ to

that Me ha\e not been watched ever since we left Paris Thevicon.te might well take this precaution in ease we' shou ddeviate from the regular route."

-Sapriste/ Desmond, yo,i a,e always f.dl of e^il pro^nn^^-
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cations. Still, .H ua.u.1. . .ani.ot l.ut allou that th.-.v i,
reason in rhcni. "

•' Vou M..., I'liilip, w,. havf plenty ..f tiinr. a.s uo travl at a
M.ail.s pa.o, an.l in tlu- ..vn.i,m wl..-n u... «,op, to tl.inl. ovvr
the utlan- m .v... y light. I aluays pnt uns.U in th- p.s.ti.w,
ot the \icon,te .le Tnllo. an.l o.nsi.l,,.' what .f.-ps I .h-nM
^'''\*'

'',' ''" ^"^'^^^"*« i" '"V next attempt to caiiv off Ma.l..
nioisello tie Fointdextcr.

'

Jhen I an. very gla.l that y.„, are n„t i,, the poMtiun ,-f

'•'' *'
•

f*^'' '^ }o» «<•'•'". I •should consider that all wa.s lust
and that there was not a .hink or ereviee hv whi.h we coul.i
escape. It is n.onst.uns that a nol.leinan cannot travel from
I'aris to his estate without leing obh>d to take as many
precautions a.s the p-neral of an urmy would have to .lo
against the attack of an a.tive ant? formidable eiiemv.

'

"And will you tell the baron, Thilip?"

" I hardly know what to do in that respect, for after all we
have no solid foundation whatever for our uneasine.s.s bevon<l
the fact that the men I sent for have not met us. All our
apprehensions are due solely to the fact that this fellow
IS utterly unscrupulous, and that his whole future depends
on his carrying out his insolent designs successfully If we
ha.l any .solid facts to w. rk on I would ui-e the' baron to
change his route, but I fear that he would not onlv scoff at
our views that there may be .lunger, but might bo an-rv
at my taking the .;tep of .sending for a party of mv retain'ei's
without his being in any way consulted in the matter At
any rate I feel sure that he Mould refuse to change his route
without some very much stronger reason than we can give him "

"Then we must let matters go on as they are, Philip- it
may be that really we have l)een alarming o'urselves without
siitHcient cause. If the worst comes to the worst we can
make u gootl fight for it."
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in. ,l„r ,

'

';
"' '

• '""• ""' '""• .V"" »™ ll.ru..

«..«.. ., .|,,:,n,.| ,„ „-h„ I, y.,u l,.v.. „„ ..,„„.,.,„ „„,„„,
"""""""I 1'."kI..'.i. •:.., v.,u ,„„ ,,,,, |.|,ii„,

,,',';
,

".te.-.i„, „.,,„ i, „„„,,, ,„„"; :,:;'''""'. ""
fitutiLTs. \Vu ^1. 1,1,1 I... r ,

/\" """•' "thor ciicuin

on,.o« J,1;;!iL:'1 :;:;;:;; ;;^;^;-
»"^i. n...^^

..llat,nerc„m»„f it it will 7,„
'""''' """'"«

niiiL' that wo fpir tJ,-. , i • ,
'" ^""^ "><"'-
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to nverjwwer u«. ! ^Ii.)(il<l tliiiik that it w.nil.l !„ ucll that
you ihoiil.l Miuii .Ma.h'iii.>iH.lli- do r.iiMt.lfXtcr tlial uv hoai
the ioa<l is iM.t wry .nutV, ami that if tli. i,. is ti.mhio hIio is .,ii

no uccoiiiit to iitlcnipt to Ifuvo tho .ai lia;;.-. As h.n- a.n sh.;

remains tht'ie she will nin l.iii littir risk, f..r yuii inay^o suro
that do Tullo will has.- issiuMl the siiirt,.st .mh-iH tliati,., pistol
IH to be Hiv.1 ill its (linrlioii. I have a!.o little .loiil.t that
he huH oitleiod flic haion's life to he respected, l.eeause his
death woidd greatly ad.l m the aii-er that wutild l.e e.veited
by the attack, aii<l would also put a Laniir between him and
luademoi.sullu, who would natuially le^'aid him with even
moie hostility than before as the author of her father's ,|eath.

Therefore, F trust that in any ease his lif.- and hers will not be
endangered, however numerous our assailants mi'dit l)e."

"Ves, I have no doubt that that Ism., Desmond, though I

am sure that were I wounded and on the point of death I

would rather know that Anne had fallen by a ehaiue siiol

than that she was in tiie power of this villain.''

The next morniii,i( they started v.'iy early foi' .Nbiuliiis, for
the journey would be a lon-er one than usual, and the road
through the foiesl woidd probably be so rough that the pace
must necessarily ))e very slow." At two n'elo.k the men
riding ahead noticed that a tree had fallen across the road, and
one of them gaUoped back and informed the bar.m of it.

"That is .strange," the latter said: "there have been no
storms for the past two days. It must have fallen .(uite

recently, for otherwise the news u.,uld have been taken to the
nearest eomnuuie, whose duty it woidd be to see at once to its

removal."

Philip do la \ all.-e had, as the servant was speaking, glanced
at Desmond. To l)oth it .seemed that this o!)sticle could
scarcely be the result of an accident. " 1 will see how large
the true is," the baron said; "whatever be its size it is hard

ifi
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if eight inou and fou.' horses cannot drag it otY the road." So
saying he ca.ite.cl forward, followed by th. retainer, whose
comrade also fell in as they passed him.
"Look to your aniuebu'ses," I'hilip said to the two men on

the box and at the .same time called up Mike and the two men
'o.n behind. "A tree has fallen across the road," he said to
"em, -u.d it is possible that this may be an ambush and
that we may be attacked, so hold yourselves in readiness, look
to your pistols, and see that the priming is all right in the
I'ans. Ihen they went to the door of the carriage.

, "^V' •."'' ^'""'"'^^^ ^*'"' ''^ '^••'^ goi"g to have trouble,
Anne, Thilip said; "remember what I told vou last night
Hnd on no account move from your seat, whatever may take
place. •'

As he spoke there was a discharge of firearms in front, and
at the .same moment a score of horsemen broke from the trees
and rode down upon the carriage. Their leader was masked
As they came up, the coachman and Eustace discharged their
arquebuses, emptying two saddles' clien, drawing their swords
both leapt to the ground. In die meantime I'hilip, Desmond
and the three men dashed at their assailants. Philip made
lor tho.r leadc,-, who, he doubted not, was the Vicomte de
lulle, but the latter drew a pistol and fired when he was
Nvithin a horse's length of him. The young man swayed in
ins saddle and fell heavily to the ground, while a piercing
cry from the carriage rose in the air. Desmo- 1, after cutting
dou-n the hrst man he encountered, turned his hor.se and
attacked the masked figure, who met him with a fury that
showed he was animated by personal animosity.

His skill in fencing, however, gave him but l\i<^ht advantage
in such an encounter, while Desmond's e.verci.se with the sabre
in the regimental ..//. ,/'«.;,,, ,vas now most useful to him
Enraged at the fall of his friend, and seeing that there was

i
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but
. .iioment l.> ., are, for already some of the other assail-

ants HO!, coming t J the assistance of their chief, he .sliowere.l
his b. sv, ^viih sii.h vehemence and fiuv that his opponent
had enough to do to guard his head without striking a
IjIow in return. Seeing in a moment that he would be sur-
rounded, DesTnond made a last ellurt. The vicomte's weapon
shivered at the stroke, but it somewhat diverted the direction
of the blow, and instead of striking him full on the head the
sword shore down his cheek, inflicting a ghastlv wound,
carrying a^v >y an ear- as well as the cheek from the eye to
the chm. Then, wheeling his horse, he dashed at two men
who were riding at him.

The attack was so sudden that one of their liorses swerved
and Desmond, touching his charger's Hank with a spur, rode
at him and hurled horse and rider to the ground. A back-
handed blow struck his other opponent full in the throat, and
then he dashed into the wood, shouting to Mike to foliow'him.
The two servitors had both fallen, and the greater part of the
assailants were gathered round the carriage. Mike was en-
gaged in a single combat with one of the horsemen, and had
just run his opponent through when Desmond shouted to him-
so, turning, he galloped after his master. Thev were not
pursued. The fall of their leader had for the moment para-
lysed the band, and while three or four of them remained by
the carriage-whose last defender had fallen—the others, dis-
mounting, ran to where the vicomte was lying.

"That has been a tough business, your honour," Mike said,
as he joined bis master. " It is right you were, sir, when you
told me that you were afraid that rascal would try and hinder
us on our way; sure it has been a bad business altogether
Monsieur Philip is kille.l, and the baron too, I suppose, and all
the others, and Miss Anne has fallen into the hands of that
villain again."

I

!

!l

^9--.'



I

122 IN THE IRISH BRIGADE

11

"I do not think that the h,i,oi. has been hurt, Mike I
expect the orders were only to take him pri.sone-

'

" Where arc we going, yn.r honour.'" Mike asked, for they
were still gallopnig at full speed.

}SJ Tiri-''^
'" ^'' ""° '^' ''"'^'^ '*^''""' '"'^1 t>T to find

help at Mouhns to recover the young lady. There is one
thing she IS not likely to be molested by that fellow for some
little time.

"Then you did not kill him, your honour?"
"xNo I cut through his guard, but it turned my sword.

n 1 7 u
' "'''' '"'•' '^ "'" ^'' ^«"'« time before he

will be ht to show himself to a lady. If, as I expect, I can
get no hep at Moulins, I shall ri.le on to Monsieur de la
\allees place, gather .some men there, and try to cut the
party off before they g.t to Tulle. If I am to^) late I shall
see what I can do r fescue them. From la Vallee I shallgo to Pointdexter. I have no doul>t that we can get together
a force there large enough to besiege de Tulle s castle

"

After an hour's ride they arrived at Moulin.s, and Desmond
rode at once to the mairie. Being in uniform he was received
with every respect by the mayor, who, however, on hearing
his story, said that he did not see how he could interfere in
the matter. It seemed to be a private quarrel between two
noble.s anc even if he were ready to interpose, he had no force
available; "but at the same time he would send out four men
with a cart to bring in any they might find with life in them "

\ery well, sir," Desmond said indignantly; "you know
your dut3- I suppose, and I know mine, and I shall certainly

So saying, he left the room, and at once rode to some
stables Leaving his horse and Mike's there, he hired others
and then continued his journey south at full speed and
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before evening rode into Koanne. He knew that it was use-
less endeavonring to stir up the authorities here, as they wouldnatundly say that it was the lousiness of the mayors at Nevers
ar.d Mouhns suice the attack had taken j.lace between thosetowns. Ordenng f.-osh horses to be got ready, he sai<l to

T Jin" ^'""r ^"n'\""
'^' "'"' "" '^' ^'^' «^ 'he nmin street-

uill go to all those on the right-und er.quire if a troop ofnounted men ave come in. I am afraid there is no chanc
ot It, but It IS at least worth the trial

"

At the first four or five places he visited, the answer wasthat no such party had arrived; then, seeing one of the civi
guards, he asked him if he had seen or heard of a troop of menpassnig through the t.nvn.

^

"Such a troop arrived an hour ago. Monsieur I'officier.Thev '.pped as they passed me and aske<l if Monsieur le

^^
Udexter, accon.panied by a carriage and some ser-

"sll" 7f^,*'';'rf
'^^^ '--•- They put up at the

tht h 'l , f""''
'^""'^ ''''' '^'y '''' 'here now, forthey had evidently ma.e a long journey, an.l their hirses

\\ere too worn out to go farther."

Delighted at the unexpected news, Desmond hurried to the
'nn. It was a second-class establishment, and evidently fre-quented by market people, as there were large stables att^.hed
to t. The andlord was standing at the door. He bowed
profoundly, for it was seldom that guests of .uality visited

"What can I do for monsieur?" he enquired
" You have a party of travellers who arrived an hour ago Inave business with them."

"

"You will find them in this room, monsieur," the landlord
said, opeinng a door.

There were some twelve men i.^sidej the remains of a
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repast were on the tal.l.-: some of the men were still >ittiii.r

there, others u e already asleep on l.e.iches. One, who was
evideiitly their leader, was walkiii- up and down the room im-
patiently. He looked up in surprise when Desmond entered.

" \ou are the intendant of Monsieur de la Vallt^e, are you
not'/"

''

"I am, sii," the man said, .still more surprised.
"I am a friend of your master. We have I.een expecting

to meet you for the past four or Hve days. He was travelling
south with the ^aron de Pointdexter and his daughter. We
were attacked this afternoon on the other sirle of Moulins
The baron and his daughter were, I believe, carried oH^ the
servants all killed. I saw your ma.ster fall, but whether
mortally wounded or not I cannot «ay. 1 Mid my servant cut
our w y through the assailant.s, who were led by the Vicomte
de luUe, who had before carried ofl' Mademoiselle de Point-
dexter. 1 was on my way south to la ValL-e, with but faint
hope of meeting you on the inad."

"This is bad news indeed, .sir," the intendant said. "I
trust that my master is not killed, for we all loved him. As
to Mademoiselle Pointdexter, it was an understood thing that
she one day would be our mistress. It is not our fault that
we are so late. Our master's messenger was attacked near
Severs, and Mas left for dead on the road. The letter he
bore and his purse were taken from him. The night air
caused his wounds to stop bleeding, ana ue manag.'d to crawl
to Mouhns. Having no money he was unable to hire a horse
and indeed could not have .sat one. He went to an inn fre-
quented by market people, and theve succeeded in convincing
an honest peasant who liad come in with a cart of faggots that
bis story was a true c:ie, and promised him large pay on his
arrival at la Valine. The pace was, as you nay imagine, a
slow one, but two days ago he arrived home, and told me



AN AMBfSCAnK
1 2h

fh.- Story. I harl the alaim-l.oll a» the castle iiiiig at once,
and in half ,in hour the tenants eame in, and I chose these
twelve, and started an ho,;r later. Fortunately the master
had told the niessen<;er \vli;it was the purpoH of his letter,
and we have ridden inght and day since. I „ni at yonr
sei'\ ice, monsieur."

"In the first place let yoiir men have a sleep. Ft is eight
o'clock now. I will give them seven ho;ir.s. At three in the
morning we will mount. There are not heds enough here.
l)Ut if you get some clean straw scattered down in one of the
sheds the men can lie there. In the meantime I will go round
and hire fresh horses, leaving your own in pledge for their
safe rettu-n. Vou had better picl- out two of your men to rid.-

on to .Monlins. The mayor there promised to .sen. out a cart to
fetch in any w.,unded who might he found at the .scene of the
conflict, [f on their arrival th.«y Hnd that Monsieur de la Vall.e
is not among these, they nnist ride on till they get there it is

some three leagues from the town atul bring in his body
together with those of his servants. They must arrange to
give them Christian l)urial there, but vour master's body they
will, of cour.s(>. take on to la Vallee. His last wish, of course,
would be that .Mademoiselle de Pointde.vter should be rescued
from the power of the villain noble who has .-arried her off.

Starting in the morning .so early we shall have no difhcultv in

cutting him off long before he arrives at Tulle. He will pro
bably cross the Alier at the ferry at St. Pierre le .Moutier. I

must look at a map and see the road that he is likely to follow,
but it is [M-obable that he will make by eotintry tracks till he
strikes the main road from Motilins."

"Well, I should think, sir, that he would cross it near
Aubusson, and then pass over the mountains by the road
th.rough Felletin and come down upon Mcimac, when he will

be only two leagues from his castle near Correze. There is a
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good road from hero to Aubusson, .-inrl wc might take post on
the road between tliat town and Felletin. At least, sir, we can
avenge the murder of our doar master, though we have arrived
too late to save him, and can rescue Mademoiselle de Point-
dexter and her father."

The men, who had roused themselves anrl listened to the
conversation with many ejaculations of fury and regret, now
exclaimed that they were rearly to ride on at once.

"There is no occasion for that, my friends," Desmond said;

"the coach with mademoiselle can travel but slowly, especially
along 'ountry roads."

"Perhaps the vicomte may U>k" her on the saddle behind
him," the intendant suggestod

"That he will not do," Desmond said, "in the fight I

wounded him so sorely that he will, I think, have to be
carried in a litter, and he will ije in no condition for fast or
long travelling, so that tliey certaiidy are not at the present
time many leagues from the spot wheio they attacked us, and
cannot reach Aubusson ujitil the day after to-morrow. We
might cut them otf before they arrive there, but Ave do not
know what road they may follow, and might miss them;
whereas, from what you say, there can be no doubt that they
would pass through Felletin."

" I think that he would be sure to come that way, sir, for if

he followed the road on to Limoges questions might be asked.
At any rate, sir, we might post a man at Aubusson, and another
at Pont Gibaut, as he might make from that town to Felletin
through the village of Croc. IIow many men has he with
him?"

" That I cannot tell you. Some twenty mounted men under
his own leading attacked the carriage. Two were shot by
Eustace and the coachman. I disposed of two more, and my
soldier servant of another. The two mounted men and the
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two servants probably killed two or throe more at least before
they themsclvos foil, so that the vicornto wou.d only have
some twelve mounted men with him. Hut ihore was another
party in amlxish, and I cannot say how strong' they wore; but
pro])ably altogether there would be twenty. There are ten
of your mon after sondin<r two off to Moulins. Now there is

youiself, my servant, and I, so we f^liall be thirteen. With
the advantage of surprise I think that wc may calculate
upon an easy victory, especially as I imagine that the mon
employed in the affair are not do Tulles own retainers, but
some rol)ber l)and that he hired for the purpose; and these,
having no special interest in the matter beyond eiirning the
pay, are not likely to make any very dotciniined resistance."
Desmond nov/ wont l)ack to the hotel wliere he had put up

his horse. He found Mike awaiting him there, and the latter
was delighted when he heard the news of the ari'ival of the
party from la Valloe. Desmond's purse was but lightly
furnished, and as he saw that the expenses might be heavy he
went to a jeweller'.s.

" I want to borrow fifty louis," he .-.aid, "on thi.- "ing. It is,

I imagine, worth a good deal more, since it was a present to me
from the king."

The jeweller exatnined the ring carefully.

"It is a valual)le one indeed, sir," he said, "and I would
willingly lend you double as much ujwn it."

" \\'ell, we will say seventy-five then," Desmond said. " I

think that will be ample for my purpose."

Having received the money, he returned to the inn, accom-
panied by Mike, and went round to the various stables in the
town, where he hired fifteen horses. These were to be taken
to the "Soleil" at three in the morning, and the men who
brought them were to take back the tired horses as security.

At that hour tho. p^rty startod, and after a ride of some
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thiity-fivr milns hmc li.d Clprnioiil, whojv flipy stablod thn
hnrsfs f„r siv hours. I.afn th.it cvo.iii.t; thoy arrived at
Aiil.usson, having acromplished a joiini,.y of smne Hpventy
niih-s. One of fhn men h.i.l Ikmmi I.'ft at Pont (lil.aul with
orders to take a fn>sh horse and ride on to Aid.nsson, if the
party they were in search of pa. sed throu-h the town. At
Auhusson Desmond t<„,k a fresh h.rse and rode Lack to iV.nl
(!il.au(, cminirin- at all the villa^.-s ah.iig the n.ad whether
a party of tw<.nty men had \„-vu s.-en to eioss the road at
any point. Then he took four hoiu-s' .deep, and at daybreak
started l)atk again, making fresh enquiries till he anived at
Aubus.son. He was eonvine.'d that the ban<l Iiad not at that
time cros.sed the road on its way south.

At ten o'clock he .started out with his party, followed the
road by the side of the Crorrere river here a mere streamlet
and halted in a wood about Hv(> nnles from Felletin. At .six

o'clock in the afternoon a, horseman was .seen conu'ng along,
and was recognized as the man who had been left at Pont
Cibaut. Desmond 'veni out to mei-t him. Jle reported that
at twelve o'clock a party of horsemen had come down on to
the road a mile to the west of the town. He had followed at
a distance, and they had turned off by the track leading to
Croc. They had with them a eaiiiage and a horse-litter and
Avere travelling slowly. Desmond and his men at once shifted
their position, and took up a post on the track between Croc
and Felletin. An hour later the party of horsemen were seen
approaching the wood in which they were hidden. Desmond
drew up the men, all of whom weie armed with pistols as
well as swords, in line among the trees. He waited until the
carriage was abreast of them and then gave a shout, and the
men at once dashed upon the escort.

Taken completely by surprise, these made but a poor fight
of it. Several were shot down at once. The vicomte, whose
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head was enveloped in Imndages, leapt into the saddle cf a
hor«e whose rider had heeri shot, and, drawing his sword, ro.le
at Desmond, who was making for the door of the carriage.
Hvpecting no such attack, he would have been taken l.y sur-
pr.io nad not Mike, who saw his danger, shouted a wainin-
and at the same moment discharged his pistol. The ball strivk
de Tulle in the forehead, and he fell hack dead. His fall at
once put an end to the conflict. The robbers, who had lost
some eight of their nund.er, at once turned their horses' hcad.s
and rode ofT at full gallop. As Desmond drew bridle by the
carriage, the door opened and the baron leapt out.

"By what miracle have you eflFected our lescue, my dear
Monsieur Kennedy?" he exclaimed. "My daughter told me
that she saw you anrl your servant break your wav through
these brigands and ride off. She has been suffering' an agony
of grief for Philip, whom she saw shot. Have vou anv news
of him?"

"None, sir. I, too, saw him fall, but whether he was killed
or only wounded I am unable to .say. 1 have sent two men
to bring him into Moulins, and I trust they will find that he
is onl\ wounded."

•' My daughter saw you cut down that villain with a terrible
blow. We have not seen him since, but we know that he was
carried on a horse-litter behind the carriage."

"At any rate, he will trouble you no more, Baron. My
man shot him through the head "just as he was riding to
attack me from behind."

"Thank God we are saved from further jiersecutions." And
now tell me hoAv you came to be here."

"It was simple enough, Baron. I found twelve men with
Monsieur de la Vallee's intendant at Koaiuie. Philip, who
feared that the vicomte would endeavour to make a further
eflfort to repair his fortune bv carrying your daughter off on
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th mad sent a ,„e.s,son«or to his ir.fe.ulant to ri.lo at onco
«ith twolv.,. ,„..,. f, ,n..et us, a,..l l.a.l aH ^..,„ ,vell thov would
have jou.ed us lully two clays' juu.n.v .lor.h of X-.v,.; Th
n.e««e,.g...r was atta.ko-l ..u th.- -.vay. .uMK-d of hi. lettor andpnrso and left f..,. ,....,. H- n.na-,.! to nawl to Nov",and there, Ihmm.^ too w.ak an.l ill to .it a l„.rse. he himl a~ s ea.. ..d „,ade the j.unn.y .:.w|y

.ftnh>«;nm.d there the in.endant started and rode without
I'-nr,,^ bndio toh'oanne. The,., l.y ....at , 1 f„,„„./
o-.nd then., though n.ouand horses ^ve d.ke do :,kMowng, however, that the vicon.te iu his woun.led .tatL'

an.l mnharrassed with the coach, couM proeee.l hut .slowlv
l'

iot then, have seven Ho.u.' sleep, and in the n.eantin.c hi,;d-• - iK.rses for then.; and we ,ode that da-- t.. A.d.usso.,

J
. ch,s u.o,n.H^^ n.oved .h.wn to witl.i,. five m.les of Felletin'

I left a n.an o,. the ro,,.! to Pont (Jil.aut, and he b.ou.ht us
;;:'•'' '^'^ >'- '-' '<'f^ the n.ain road and were trave i . t

i^r^l:;:;;^'-— '-'--i'Uerceptyou.audyou

CHAPTER VII

IN I'AItlS A(;.\IN

yor have indeed done well, Monsieur Konnedv," the baronJ- said, when Desmond finished hi.s sto.y. -Now let us see

vhen the fight began. She is not of a fainting sort, but the
trials of the last few weeks, and her belief that de la Valleewas killed, have very much upset her."

n



IV I'AKIS Aii.VlN 131

No woiidtT," Dostiiotid Nai.l ' Ii iiiiist havo boon ten ihlu
1M.I.....I to I0.0 her Im..,-, a,.,! ,.. k,.<.w ,|,at .ho was a^'a.,, in
th. pouvr of that vUlai,,. Am.1 y,n, l!a,on; hnw ,M yo„
tM.;t|M,' tlu. fato ti.at iM-tVll the mst of voi.r .u,n..vr'

• Wo ha.l ri.ldoM close up to the t.ve, when hu.I.IomIv there
"•a. a .l,.d,a>.;. of tiivanns The two ,„,.„ with .ne'fell at
.mre; r was M..l.;ut, l.ut as 1 .un,..,| n>y hn,>e he f-ll dea.l,
three bullet, huvu.g piorca-l his che>t. |i.,.fo,v ! couM mover
iny feet the ra.eals w„e upon n.e; they evich-ntlv inteuded
o take ,ne ahve, for they were provided with mpes, and,
huuluv^ my anus, hurried n.e back to the .ania.^-. Hv the
time we got th,.rc all was over; n.y faithful Ku.taee aud the
coa..lMnan lay dead by the side of thn carriag... They had
fought .toutly, for three of the briga.uls lay besi.lo then.: Siv
.thers were scattered uear, au.l the brigauds were gathered
ruun.l a falleu man who I gue.s.scd was their leader I fouud
A.u.e u. u state of the wildest grief. She tol.l < that she
ha.I seen Philip shot by the vieotnte just as he wa. Utaeking
him, and that you in turn had cut down the villain.
"For half an hour nothing was done, and then one who wa.s

evidently „, authority over the others left the troop and catne
up to the carriage.

'"Monsieur le liaron,' he said, 'the orders of my chief are
that you are to be place., in the carriage with you,' daughter
"M<1 her n.aid. If you will give your word of honour that
you will not attempt to escape, or to give the alarm as you
go along, or to address a word to anyone whom we may
e..counter, your arms will be freed, and you will be treated
with all respect. If, on the contrary, you decline to give this
promise, my instructions are that your feet as well as your
.lands are to be tied, and that you are to be gagged and
phieed ,n the bottom of the carriage. You are also to answer
•
or your daughter and her maid, that iLoy too, neither by

i
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word nor gesture, shall attempt to attnut tho attention ofHnyono u, ih,. Mllagea that we may pass through.'

.., '?i T' f.
'''"' """'''^''^"- '"'f

^ ^'-'^'l nn choico. The idea
hat I should mdler tho i,.diK..ity of heiug hound and paK-ed
•
ke a comn,on malefactor made my hlood hoil. I ^houl.^,n
hut c. 50 no more ho able to give the alar .„ than ,f I had h.-en

free; therefore I gave the pro.nise, for at lea«t ., h„uI<1 be
a condort to Anne that I shouhl bo with h.r and able to talk
to her. Wo stopped two nights on the roa.l, being lodwed
at so UMy houses on the way. A guard was placed at my
chamber door and another at my windovv, and even had I
not gnen n.y word I could not have escaped. And now.
Monsieur Kem.ody, what do you propose?"
"I think, sir. that it would be be.t that yr-u should .start

Ht once m the carriage for Fointdexter. Monsieur fhilios
."tendant and hi.s men will rido a.s your e.scort, but I do-not
think that there is tho slightest probability of your bein«
.nte.iered with, for now that tho vi.omte is" dead.'the.o n.en-who wore not, I think, his retiuner.s, but a band of robberswhom he had hired for tho occasion-will have no further
motive for attaeking you. I mysell .shall return to Aubusson
Bend back the horse on which I rode there, hire another, and'make straight for Moulins. where I still hope that I may find
Monsieur do la Vallee alive. Did you see the vi-on.t, "

afteryou were attacked/'

"No; I heard one of the men tell the fellow.s who were
giiarding us that your stroke had cut olf one of his ears and
Hul his cheek bare from the eye to the dun. I fancy that he"Hs too badly hurt to come to us. b„t in „,,. ,,,, {,, ,.,„,,,
not have cared to show hini.self in .so terribK. a plj.rht

"

"^^e must admit that with all his fault.s he was brave
•

esmond said ; for in spite of his pain and wcaknes.s, and ^fthe fact that his head was enveloped in bandages, he spra. g

I
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from hm littor, l.vipt int., o,,.- .,f the H.ul.lles we hn.l oiupti..,!
an.l, sin;;!.. |,;,n,l..,|, ,„.u|,. f,,,. »!.. until mv ni.ui cut his .u.,.,!-
.".hurt with u l.ullet. As y,ju ^„ ,l„o,.,h ('.•.«• it n.ight he nvH
that y..i. shouhl seii.l ..no of th.- viilag..|.s oH" t., his .a.tlo i„
tell th.-tu that their muster is lyin- .lea.l here, uh.,. clouhtlesH
they will s.ii.i .Mit a party to fetch in his bo.lv."

By this tini.' Ma.len.oisell.- d.. |'..int.|.-vt." r had ree.,v,.,e.l
from her faint. S\u' hehi out her haiul t.. De mon.l as he sto..,l

liaro-hoaded hesid.' the door.

"Von have res.ued nie aK;iin, M..nsi,.,;i K.'nn..dv." sh.- sai.l,

"for th.ni-h life seems woithl.'ss to n,.- n,,u, vou" have saved
mv fr..m far u-.,rse than .leath. That yoi, have so save.! mo.
for my fathers sake as well as my ..wn I thank v.mi uifh all
my lieart.

"

'•I would have y.jii still h .|.e. ma.Iemoiselle. We kn..w
that Monsieur de hi Vallee fell, l.ui many men fall from their
horses when wounded, even when the wound is not vital. I

am riding at oikv to .Moulins, an.l trust to (jn.l him ,till alive,
theivforc I pray you do n..t giv.- up all hope."

"1 dare not let myself hope." she sai.l; "it would he hut
to surter another Mow. Still, I feel that I have so much to he
thankful for that, grievous as my sorrow i.s, I slmll trv to ).ear
It. with the help .»f the Holy Virgin."

The i...:ty i..,w separated. 'I'he baron m.,uiited on,. .,f the
horses left hehin.l l.y the brigands, and with the men from la

\alla' .started f,,r Fointde.vter, while Desmond, with Mik.-
< allaghan. rode back t.. Aubiisson. There they slept for a few
hours, and then obtained fresh hor.ses and started for Moulins,
where they arrived late in the evening. They alighted at the
".Soled", where Desmond had ordered the two men who had
gone on from Uoanne to bring the body of Monsieur de la

\'allt'e.

.«- _,..i-i_i...t.i ... ,1!), !,(.,(, a,,^ ^0;. iaiicliuui .said as he

i

^1

*i

m
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came to the door. "He was brought into the town by themen sent out by the mayo,-. As by his cbcs.s he J evi-

SjomJ
''

°' ^'"''^' ^'"^' ^^"^^ '"'"^ ^^''-Sht to the

"Was he alive?"

"Yes sir; but, as I hoar, the surgeons are unable to .lecideye whether he will live The men you sent here arrived Udaj after he was brought „.. Thoy told me that you would
return, and put their horses here, but thev are now in atten-dance on the wounded gentleman, who, it seems, is their lord."Thank God he ,s alive!" Desmon.l exclaimed. "

I havenews for hnn that will do n.ore than the surgeons can to restorehim to hmiself. Leavmg Mike to see the horses stabled hehurried away to the other hotel. He sent up his name Lndone of the surgeons came down.
'

"Monsieur de la Vallee is very ill," he said, "although his^^ound ,s not necessarily mortal. This morning we succeeded
". extractmg the ball, but he is in a terribly wlk state Heas unable to sp..k above a whisper, and doc^ not seem o car

ih I h-::^'

"'•
'' ^""' '^''^'^ ^^^^^ "« --» ^'oes no:

"I have news that will pnt fresh life into him "

"Then by all moans go in and see him, sir. We hivebought that he is fast sinking; but if the 'news 30,1]"
can rouse h,m into making an oflbrt to live, he may v frecover. I will ,0 in and give him a strong r stora'^^ and
tell him that you are hero."

'

In throe or four minutes he came to the door of the chamberand beckoned to Desmond to enter.
chamber

JJ^ITT^ ""^

^'^T
"'™' '''' ''^"^^^ ^'"^ ^'''^ the lethargy

into which he ..eomed sinking," he whispered. " When I told

nuihrt ::;" ""v"^".
-^'^ '- ^-^^^ --^^^ '^ ^^^^

^^^'^^'
draught tuat I gave him, he swallowed it eagerly."

't^^':m^'^%2.^'Q£V:

A.
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r
Desmond went up to the bedside and took the hand which

lay on the coverlet. The pressure was sliyhtly rolurncd, and
IMiihp's lips moved, but he spoke so faintly that Desmond had
to lo tn over him t.. heai- the woids. " I am glad, indeed, that
you are safe and sound. I have been reproaching myself
bitterly that I should have brought you into this fatalbusiness.
As to the rest of it, I dare not even think of , but I shall die
all the easier for knowing that you have escaped."'

"1 escaped for a good puipose, J'hilip. I have good news
for you. Monsieur le liiion and mademoiselle are on their
way to Pointde.xter, under the guard of yom- men."

"Is it possible, Desmond, or are you only saying it to rouse
me ?

"

"Not at all, Philip. Von do not suppose that even for that
purpose I would held out false hopes to you or tell an untruth
on a matter .so vital to your happiness."

Philiij's eyes closed, but his lips moved, and Desmond knew
that he was returning thanks to t4od for this uidouked-for news.
"How did it happen?" Philip said, after a silence of some

minutes. His voice was much stronger than before, and thei-e
was a faint touch of colour in his cheeks. The surgeon nodded
approvingly to Desmond, and murnnued, " I think that he will
1

:

»
Jive.'

"It i.s too long a story to tell you in full now," Desmond
said. "Seeing that all was lost, that you were down, and that
further resistance was absolutely fruitless, Mike and I cut our
M-ay out, the more easily since I had struck down their
leadei' de Tulle and most of his band had crowded round
l-im. At Koanne I found your men, who had just arrived there.
It matters not now why they had lieen detained. I got' fresh
horses for them and rode for Correze, placed an ambush, and
turned the tables upon them. Mike shot the vicomte, and we
easily defeated his followei-s and rescued the baron and hia
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daughter. I se,.t them to Pointdexter under charge of yo„rintendant and follo«-ers, and rode hither, hoping ug!ins ho"hat I might find you still alive. Vour two men w! lethere could have told you that I had escaped
"

;'I did not allow them to speak to monsieur," the surgeon
said, "or even to see him. They are below, gkatlv gri' dat being refused entry; but I told them that unv ^agitation

OH ml/t ^' ''''' ""^^'•' ^"^ ^^^^^ ^'^y -•'•''^o nothing
fo. h.m If they came up; for indeed, up to the time when weextracted the ball, he was unconscious. And now. monsi ur

<le la ^ allee a soothing draught; a night's rest will be of vital

">nd of the load that has evi.lently weighed upon him Ithink there is little doubt that he will soon fall asleep."

ridd n7 ^'-r*^
h^ve supper," Desmond said, "for I haveridden hfty m.les s.nce I last ate, and then it was but a i.ieceof bread with a draught of wine. After that I will, with \Z

pei-mission return here, and if you tell me that he sleeps,'wil
take my place by his bedside till morning"

" To that I have no objection," the surgeon said. "
I andu colleague have one or other b-^en with him since he wasbrought m; and I shall be glad of a rest myself

"

Th^rr' TTf"" '^' "'^"^"^"' ''-^''' ^' ^-' ^-i' Mike.The iatte. who had just finished his supper, was delighted to
e,.r that de la Vallee was likely to recover. After sftis^ ngh.s own hunger Desmond returned to the "Couronne" He

ZrZ^'T ^f'''''''"^
«ff his riding-boots, stole to thedoor of his friend's chamber. It stood a little ajar, and push

^ittin'aTtheTdt'^'
'' ''''''''

^'^ ^^^^ ^'^Bluing at the bedside rose at once.
"He is asleep already," he whispered, "and is breathin,

^".e.l^. I think it ,iW,- that he wili not s^r ttU to*

I

I

w^rw VM'!«WW9iir';,'i> ?!"«»
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morrow morniti''. I shall be here at six. If he wakes and
there is any change, send for me at once."

After he had 1 . ) room Desmond took his place on the
fautcuil by the .. 'o. .. For a time he •

aht over the
•singular chain of ,ntnres that he had gone through.
C4radually, in spite ot ...s efforts, his eyelids drooped. De^la
Valk^e had not movefl, and, being dead tired by the exertions
of the past four days, he fell into a deep sleep, from which he
did not awake until daylight streamed into the room. Shocked
at having thus given May, he looked aiixiouslv at de la Vallt^e
and was relieved to find that he was lying exactly in the same
position and had evidently sle, t without once waking. Half
an hour later Philip openerl his eyes, looked wonderingly at
him, and then said:

"So it was not all a good dream, Desmond t Vou are reallv
here and your news is true?"

"Certainly it is true, Philip. By this time Mademoi.selle
de Pointdexter and her father are far on the way home. They
were to have travelled on to Argentan and ' then through
Aurillac, striking the Lozere at Entraigues and proceeding
along its banks to Mende, and thence by a road over the hills to
Villefort, where they would be twenty miles from Pointdexter
The carriage was to be left behind at their first halting-place.
Mademoiselle was then to ride, and her maid to be carried
behind one of your men, 1,y which means they would travel
more than twice as fast as they would do if encumbered bv
the carriage. The baron said that he would spare no pains
to get home as quickly as possible, and would send a man on
some hours ahead of him to see that fresh horses were in
readiness for the whole party at each town thev came to."
"Now tell me all about it, Desmond. I feel another man.

Your good news and a long night's sleep have done wonders for
me. Now please tell me all about the affair."

*

4
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.iilt*!
"?'" """" "" '" """' """'S"' 'hat he couH hoarwunoiit being ovci-exfifo.l th^ ct^ c i

'

related all tl^ detaill :;; ht
''"'' ^' ^''^ "^^"^' ^^«---'

''You have indeed done wonders," I'hilip .,i.l
• "vom ,1.not seem to know .hat fati,„e is. Ho. tn. o' th t vovv^ose name had never heard until ten day Eek shouldhave rendered to Baron Point.lexter and mvse Hvn ^inestimable services And .,> .f. u

^ '° '"'^'^

fati,.,e. you have heo„ k , v ^1 n'w '^'TT"((

T

, ,
1 » ".uin at my bedside all nirrlit?"

I am ashamed to sav that I hnvo n»f ih i

^
Phibn " n. 1 ,. \ "^ ""*^ "^^'" l^eepnifr watchi-hil'P. Desmon.l rephed with a smile "I h.,,! L. i V.

buM am ,>„.e .hat , «h„„i,. have awoke it once' hadTou

™nl''o?eU.ro,f',1„',!':',';"''r'
-'°-- ^-"-i. ^r you

a.., a,„o.\h"::' ;;ti,:'z:::;i'r'"*
"•"«• •- o-^'

'•And wheu .hall I be (it to travel, doclorl"

voui::;;;i:;:,:;r;;,:;*te:;;---™'^»-%Htwtae.

''But I might be carried in a horse-litter?"

1
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to be carried on men's shonl<lor.s. There is never anv diffi-
culty ,n hn,„g men, and you could get relays every eight or

ttirh ^i!

'

'' "'"''
'' '-^^"^^ ''' '-' '-'- -----^

''You don-t think that I shouhl be able to ride, doctor f'

weeks'"'"' '
"'' *" ''"' '^"" " '"'"'^' ^''^''^'^y "«t '" ^'-^

"Then I must be carried,' Philip said. '•
I should work

myself n.to the fever you talk of if I were to bo kept here.
\\ hat are your plans, Desmond ]

"

''I have not thought of them yet. At any rate I shall stay^Mth you till you are well enough to start
'"

"I could not think of that, De.smon<l."
" You have no s,-,y in the matter, Philip. In the first placeyou wdl get on all the faster for my being with you- in th^next p,,ee, ten day.s of my leave are already" expired and w.e to go on straight to Pomtdexter I should only have a fewda) . there before starting back for Paris, and I must therefore

postpone my visit to some future time. I can stay here tendays, accompany you some four days on your journey, andthen turn back again." ^' <""*

gru'nfblet'
"'^ "^ '^''"'"'"^ ' "'""'^"' ^"^'•''''^>'-" ''^ilip

"It will be a holiday that I shall long look back to,"Desmond said quietly, "and with pleasure. I do not say that
I should not have enjoyed myself at the baron's chateau, for
hat I shou d have done; but the adventures that I have gone
through will remain in my mind all my life as having gained
the friendship of yourself, the baron, and his daughter."

i nendsh.p seems to me too mild a word for it, DesmondYou have earned a gratitude so deep that it will be a pain to
us It we cannot show it in deeds."
"And now, Philip," De.mond .aid, changing the subject

'*»JM,Jt-p'-
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abruptly, "I suppose that you will be at once sending off one
of your men with the news that you are in a fair way towards
recovery Mademoiselle de Pointdexter is' suffering at the
thought that you were probably killed. I did my best to
give her hope, but without much success. Your two retainers
have been fretting greatly that they were not allowed to see
you, but I think that now they can be brought up. and you
.a., choose one of them to act as your messenger. He will
of course, ride post, and can arrive at Pointdexter very soon
after the baron, if indeed he does not get there first If he
•starts at once and changes horses at each place, he may be
there by to-morrow at noon, if not earlier, for it is not more, I
believe tha.. a hundred a,.d twenty miles to Pointdexter If
you will dictate a lettei- for hin, to take I will write it for
you.

"It must be a short one." the surgeon said, "just a few
words. Monsieur de la Vallee has talked more than is good
for him. *

Hrdf an hour later the messenger started, carrying a note
with a few M'ords from Philip to Anne, and a longer letter
from Desmond to the baron. Four days later answers were
received The messenger had arrived at Pointdexter two hours
before the travellers reached home, and Anne's joy at the news
that not only was Philip alive, but might in a short time be
with her, U.IS deep indeed. The buron wrote to Desmond as
well as to Phihp, again expres.sing the deep gratitude of hirr,.
self and his daughter, greatly regretting that he should not
ha.-e the opportunity at present of thanking him personally.
^Vlth the letter the messenger brought a bag of money, con-
cerning which he wrote

:

Ycni have, I know, dear Monsieur Kennedy, expended a con-
siderable mm of mmey in hiring relays of horses for ymrself and

R

^'\m,-^^t-m' ^y^
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M. de la Value's men, ind this, of course, h n deht you cannot
object to my repaying. IVithout knowing the exact sum, I have
roughly calculated the probable amount, and forward it to you by the

messenger who will bring you this letter.

Desmond had no hesitation in accepting the money. The
baron had evidently taken considerable pains to calculate the
snms that he must have laid out, in order not to hurt his
feelings by sending a larger sum than he had spent, for the
amount contained in the bag was but a few louis over his
disbursements. He at once rode over to Roanne and redeemed
his ring, which had proved of more value to him than he had
ever anticipated.

At the end of the ten days Philip was strong enough to walk
across the room, and the surgeon gave permission for him to
start, if, instead of being carried all the way, he would be taken
to Lyons, which was but twenty miles distant, and there take
boat down the Rhone to Vivieis. Desmond went with him
to Lyons, and saw him comfortably bestowed on board a craft
going down the river, and there left him in charge of his own
retainers. Then, accompanied by Mike, whose wound was now
well healed, he rode back to Paris by compaiatively easy stages
arriving there on the day before his leave was up. He reported
himself to the ilonel.

" So you have not been to Pointdexter after all ! I received
a long letter a week ago from the ba.on, sent by special mes-
senger, giving me a full account of your doings, which reads
like a chapter of romance. He mentioned that he had also
written to the king denouncing the conduct of the Vieomte de
Tulle, and stating that in the fight between his own rescuers
and the vicomte's bund the latter was killed, and doing full
justice to the part you played in the affair. I had a message
from His Majesty yesterday, ordering that you should, as soon

Ifil'

rrs-t
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as you returned, jro at once to Vo,-,..,!! •

^I'-tion you further on tl e WF ^ I"

'"''^'" '""'' ""' '^"'g'^^

"eu.s for you. W'c h-uo v.' i .
'''' *'"'^''''"'''

P'"^^ of

J'--
can be -o cloul.t tl!^ : ^"""'ir^'^r'^

^•^'' ^•«"' ^-
^'--^ ''el.aved in this aHiu in

" f"""^'^^ ""'' "'«" >-o»

"•^-y view it, you have "uri" V,^ " "' '^''^ "'^ ^'"J-^y
-^i connection, an.l th "^ Z^:T'f ''7''''' ^'"'"^

letter to your conuadcs w.d tLl I ^^,
^' '^''"1 the baron's

^heudnu.jionrfee,a:^r,::r^

''H;lit:'^^::':/'^--^-Ver.ai,,e,.ir

He is sure tllk"^ .^i^:^
^

';;:-^; - !'^^"^ ^^i'^ -iting.
one of my horse.; I Jf '1

j"
' "^^

" )«" had better ta]fe

ff be at your
< narte ^ L ,1 T 'T'^'"'

'•^""^»' -^'
full uniform."

^ ^'"''' •>"" have put on your

" I am a,«rc of t|,„t Sire u r"""""'
'" '"' "'""e'i-

every officer i„ Yom- lUueLCl "™ "" °'^"">'' 'h"
did ..nclo,. .•„,„,, cir„;,„r,Ic« » " "°""' '""'' -'=" - I

mat.1';" ttt,t!;:;'''tr:;'rr';™ - " '""^- °" '^e

i^ut two hours since, Sire"
^ ^

<i"s f

^ '""> """-''"iterraptedonceby

I

•w?^.: ^:w"-
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tendant for ,i body of hi '
„.. n u

' '"''''"^'^ ^o hi« i„.

--1 ho., i„ .onsc<,uence,
i s d 1; h 'T""'''''

""""•'^^'

party at Xevers, or r.orth o h fV
'' ?"^ ''''' ''>' ^''e

Ko.n„e after th attack hu h '"";
''"^' '""' ""'^^ '-^hod

M.).di„s.
^*"' ^'^'" '»='''^' «" the travellers near

-^^'r!^d::r-Tr"i'^^^--'''«^
the Vicorntede Tulleuioiu' "" '

"'""' ^''^ ^'^'^^''^^ of

him with our he^ ^.1 ""T
-"''''"' '^"^ "'^^ ^^«"'''' have vi.sited

his cieserts n r^:^ ::TT ''^' '^ "" '^^'•^''^>- -- d

'hu..hter cannot n^'i'! '^
I'^f'^ f"^'-'an with his

-tl-ut being tlu^sas: ,t ^ua tf
"''^ '' """ ''"^'^^^

the vicomte «as banished fm;..
'"'"' ^^'''"J-'-»« "hen

The fact that he h delve
""' ?'"' '"' " •^'"'''^^

^^"-'P^-
h-o miti^ued-i.^; r :^,:;';:.^

'-'"•

--i^'
- - .ie,L

his conduct, since it wo, 1 1 h .

' ^'Hrt-a.sod-our anger at

heen an erroneous one
'

i^':^ T''
"
l^'-'^

^ouU have

higher placed a man is ih 1 .1" '^^'^^^"-'' ^^^ the

of obedience to it We ttnl r'"'
'" '^^'^ '^" ^'"^'""'PJ^

^-i"«andvii,aino::t;trw:::;;:;^^::^:r''^
answer to the Baron de Pointdexter I ^ '"" '"

report of the n.atter before do "o ^7^ '''''''' ^"""•

to be informed of our indi-m-.f .

'"' "^"' '^'^"^^ him
and that of his daZh ^ '" ^

^^"' "''^"""' ^''^
P'-^''^^"

escaped from V^t^i^lf^ "'-^'^^'"^ ^^'^^ ^'^^^ '^--J^ou ha^e begun your career well indued,

I ml

.<»,
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young sir Your reyime,,. i. „bo,n to st,m for the fronf.r

tU king', a„„c„ !l / "'r''
'" ""'"^'"8 """ »l'l"'"t*

they wee .Ik rt,r ,"
™'"'?' '" ""' '""» "' "«ch

at the <] a,h of Z "
rl,! h 1 ""T '"'

"i"
"' """^ '""

"i^ .pons a,,., ami :. "''o'r ,;, ;;:;:;;t rri''""
"

friends waiting for hi-, „ I,

he fonnd hi» two

hearty gree.l.'g.
"' '"' """"••''

'''''.' K»™ him «

"You area perfect pala<li,., Kennedy," OXei] said- ••„„l

'"-;:rin::;:.it;:r.iT.:r":rr:r-

tioIJi^r'^il'
""" "'' "''' " ™™'''- ""»" -™P

mJi^'d' "X'lir
'""",'<'«""«'•. Kennedy," OSullivan re-

«j^i..fropHer,r.ans^.^„:;;tL\i:t:rpts^^^^^^^^

*x^- - *» '
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«

Kiis ,ia,nso| fr,.n, her .ibductorH. Of coins,, it „ • ^

" It would have been a very near thii.,r (v<„}v

R«.nnc,„,„.o,„y-f„urhou„: l.n. 1 ,lo.l„ .h,,h..rT',\lC

....
wiuit, me, ror l hoan from tho hnmn »,.» •

^^hHt would you have done if thev hid ^nt T' .»,
vicomte's chateau—it is T hni; '

. ^ ^^ '^*'

-nid intercept them r
"' '^ •^'"•^ P'-^^efore yon

"I cannot say what I sho.dd have done' I thonahf th

™n^ ™.d to .s a,, at onertLt r^XlT'^lSa

The^two young „e„ laughed. "I believ. that you would
K

I
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'led somehow, Konn.Ml)'," ()N..,1 mnd. -After u-hal
tie I hiivo ;m «|,„„.t (iiilinutcU faith in y..ii, and if
yen ooiiM MT un other i.l.n than rarrviiiK "tJ' Hi^
'j«"->^ty, tUMl taking liim .l.nv,. t., Tuileand icrring
tlii-* r seal vi.nu.to to ddivt-r up hi« niptives, you

., .

''• "'^'*"' 1''"" "''.i;ht I'e as good as another
tn'"<h 1 ut It had iH.t occurml to me, but it wonW
con. ,ily n f,. my having him h^.l prisoner until I hadgot .f,.!^ ,u, ,„

, anco, otherwine my fate u-ould assuredly be
to i.e broken on i i» wheel."

'Yes: I don't .hmk His (Jraciou. Majosty would have
forgiven such an indignity even if put up-.i him for a goo(i
purjmse. It ,s ahnost treason even to dream of .i.ch a thine

"

vo I'TT' . 'r'""'

.

"
^'

"•'"
' ^""•^''>' '""*«"->' -««; »''tynn see not having been a.HUstomed, as you are, to a country

where the king ,,s reganled aln...t as a ^od, I am afraid Ihave not that awe of him that is generally entertained hero
I have naturally a great respect for the king whom I serve'and whose pay IS a matter of the greatest importance to me-
l^ut .jftor all, although in his service, he is not my lawful king

"

Then yoti would not even imagine such u thing as to takeyour lawful king, dames, prisoner, however much the fate ofsomeone in whom you were interested was concerned?"

at last Mhat I should do in such a case. For King Jamesas lawful king of my country I have the deepest respect, andMotdd treely venture my life in his service: but for him a, aman irrespective of his crown, I own that my admiration isnot extreme, and that I should not hesitate to join in anyplan for putting pre.ssure upon him on behalf of anyone inwhom I was extremely interested, as I certainlv amLw !"

.'lademoiselle de Pointdexter and Monsieur de la Vallee."
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^ou nro H mrious fellou, K.r.Mcly.- OX.il sni.l uiH.,,
snule. '^.„1

,
slMuI,! 1. vny nnuh ,H...,.a if , .m. ,1

..lK.n:..p.o.lKtMl.ay,.n.,-.aoi.s likely t..l.. It ........ t.. ,„.

orlH.,,, hrok.Mo,. tho.hed. Hno you a,., „.., v.-t ...enl.-n: you have, as I ,I,.,.I, not, someul.at inte,,,,,;! «ith the
kmg.plau,ancUausedhin. tholo..olone.^

of he aJxluiors; you have l.rou^^ht .lisg.ace u.ul .leath upon a
n.on,..or of one of the n.o.t powerful fa.nilies ir, F.anee ,!,

"u .Ics of .Southern fnuue, that of the fia.nV. of hi. dau^^hter
'7'' " ^''•' "^-^'f'^- »>o-lf. A. this atlai.

'

:, . N

Uu have >en,le,e.l the regiment to uhieh you helong proud
>f you U. juruor ensign, un.] ukuIo I'aris emphatically too
ot to hold you. If a!l this is done hefore you Le seventel

" Vou had Letter wait for the ten year, to pa.s.s, O'Xcil "

rWndhu,,hed^^
^ oth have learned wi.sdon,. and will see that heeau.sc a- appens to have gone through a very exeiting adventure

lH>ut d,..r..d,t, .t l.y no means proves him to be anything
111 the .smallest degree .-ut of the ^Yny:'

^

* Ji
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CHAPTER VIII

To SCOTLAND

rpWO days later the regin.ent w.s pH.Hclec!, but no order had± been recened for their start, and their destination l2
a nval of the colonel, who entered, accompanied by Colonel

ot .surprise .it the appearance of the visitors. The colonel.ode up to the group of officers. "(Gentlemen "
he saTd

"

must ask you all to accompany me to the Tn mon r om'have news of importance to eive von ' H. a lu .i- dismounted, Ld, foIlowed^by^Conde4;lro;:h

TporSnt and I

^ '"' ^'"^^ '' ^'^^'« >'«" '« ^^ -
Has deeded to send ar, expedition to Scotland, where thewhole country is ready to rise in favour of our l.^'-fnltL

"''

A cheer broke from his hearers
^'

;'Many Scottish and Irish gentlemen," the colonel went on

frt d Coll' 'fT' u
""""^""^ '' ^^"-'^' ^hem is m;t.icnd Colonel Mauchop and the officers with him Theexpedmon will consist of six thousand French troops I .«

g et to say that no Irish regiments will accompany it
'' A

'rho 'T"'T"'
'^"""^ ^'^'^ announceLrft. ";v^n.us hope, the colonel said, "that Irish troops are no'

of us uU have an opportunity of fighting again on our own

there has long been a close connection and friendship, and



^

H

TO SCOTLAND
j^g

im new leMes, for which work thpv uJll i.^ t i

'n- their knowledge of Endish th
'

F I
«•'

"'' ""'"'

Therefore th. ,• • t • ^ """*' ''""^•^'« "'^'''^l '-t'.inuttoie the n.uk.us Insh regiments are all to furnish •.

certain number of lieuteninf^ r. i tt ,

i'i">isn a

"The secret of the ex,., dition has heon well kept hut I

lie then read o,,. ,he li», of ,he office,,, cho.o„. 0's„lliv,,„

^n„^irtr:Lt:;-zr.""'' ——"
'\ou w,Il gentlemen, start in an hour's time, takinc. thenouhern roa.l through Montvidier and Arras. In ead.

nients Colonel ^^ auchop will accompany you I do not»ame the port from which you a.e to sail .rid n
be s'lifl b,. ,.,.,, * .1. '

""" '"^ "O'd must

^^hat port is your destination TV. V. i,

<*'t. r.iKing
ue.iiriHrion. ihe Ircnth iiuops will be

i ,'i
if

nil
1

:'i. 1
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h r"s' o :
''1 " ^" •" "''^^''"^- You all haveho .e Uu can each take your sol.lier servant with you

Vauchoo Z r
''''"'' ^'"' "^" ''''•" f^«- ColonelU auchop, and the paymaster Mill haxe orders to issue two

heT./Vrf '' ^•"' •" ^^'^''"- The distance ^^11

all^ofwt^^'""^"'^f" r'^''""^ ^ ^"^ ^^-'^^ to the officers,all of whom were under the rank of captain

VOU^TlrT'"
''

T''' "r"
''"" '-"' '^""^"-'^^^ t-k before>ou. For years we have been waiting for the day when ourvords m.ght aul to place our king upon the thro.fe. At las

one and that your courage will be taxed to the utmost butyou have proved that in a score of desperate fights. The t Ibefore you wdl need tact to no ordinary degree. Th Scotchare as peppery a race as the Irish are, and it'will be nect s rvn no way to hurt their feelings or to excite among themZmallest degree o discontent at being drilled and led by menwho a,.c not of their own race. And now, as we ha^-e mu h

ments. The rendezvous for us all is in your barrack-vardand at nine o'clock we shall be here
" ^ '

The colonel now left the room, and the officers ea-^eriy -u.d

heard. The greater part of those who had been selected forthe semce were delighte<l to go, while the others we e en Xpleased at the thought that they might shortly be fig t n^

t

King James on the soil of Ireland
^

insL!^'ofC,^"^"'x'r-!
"'•^';' ^"^ '^^«" '" tb« -''^l countryinstead of Scotland, M,ke said when he heard the news

1 cannot say that I agree with you, Mike. In Ireland we

.*

9M V* v4pulr^UHiwB^^^H^ -1
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should find tens of thousands of brave hearts ready to join us,
but they are unarmed, u.idrilled, and undisciplined, and woukl
be of comparatively slight assistance to us against the English
troops. Defeat would bring down fresh persecutions, fresh
confiscations, and greater misery upon the land."

"Sure we would beat them, your honour."
"We might, Mike; but you must remember that we failed

to do so even when the people were armed. No doubt we
shall take a certain amount of muskets and ammunition with
us, but the power of England is more assuredly fixed in Ireland
now than it was then—the influence of the old Irish families
is broken, and even if we armed all who joi.ied us, it would be
but an armed rabble and not an army. In Scotland it is alto-
gether diff-erent. The Scottish clans would join us under their
chiefs, to whom they give absolute obedience, and they would
turn out armed and ready for action. Thus, then, I think that,
allowing that Ireland is as loyal as Scotland, the choice hal
been a wise one."

"Sure, you know best, your honour; but I will warrant that
as soon as Scotland rises, Ireland will be in a blaze from one
end to the other."

"That may well be, Mike; but there will then be a chance
of success, since the English forces will be fully occupied by
our descent in the north, which will threaten London, while
Ireland can be left to itself until the main question is settled."

" It is mighty lucky, your honour, that I should have stuck
to the horse we got when we rescued Miss Pointdextei."

"I am very glad too, Mike, for otherwise I should have
had to buy one, and it is likely enough that I may want all
the money I have before this campaign that we are starting
upon is over."

O'Neil and O'Sullivan at this moment burst into the room.
" It is glorious that we three should all be going, Kennedy!"
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the latter exclaimed " It i< h, * , i ,

"No, indeed, sir," Desmond said in surori^o- <' T ^i, u •

... cxt.aorfi„a., piece of good fctriri' * . wTe ll'

Oe„e,.a, H.„n.„ of .,.e .eajr;:^e^1;t::,t-^^^^^^^
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I :

forty-eight hours that tho fi ien.ls ..f ,1.. T,.ii u

a adj so feloniously carried off, and that he approved o he

disposal, they wil fi„d „„L J

'"^ "'" """" " "'-

rank, of .wJI^fee °J 'erier'"^,::^'";" 'f"

"lam indeed ereatlv nh]i<red t,. v,-,. f j i t ,

t « Hdangerou,, .hi„g to incur .he eani.v of one r.holc
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hourhpfnr.. u
'J'^^'g-'ge had started hulf anhour before; it was to join the cart, with the haguaue of theother officers outside the ..orthorr. .ates and wtt f Iesrnrt r,f ,1-..^ i

fe-'i^^s, ana was under an

rrc .To";-''
""""^ "" '-^""^ 'hei,. d.°"„::i

:

H secret, and the officers were informed that as tf,Pv »,o^

»[mfe A abort distance bchi™l tl.om m,irched a Jd,7linfantry composed ontii-el,- „( .

'"'rcnea a Cody of

whnm n'K • .
.°""™> of "on-commissioncd ofBcers of"bom OBriens regiment furnished thirty. Al' were n^Jdmen, and, m.irching each day as far ,. ,1,. ""'f P'*""

rode, arrived p., Dunkirk on tte fifh d V '^
°' "'"""'

-re at once embarked onI"; ' tCw'' T'"an the oncers of Q-Brien's reg'iment t™. t^ "„
°t:' h^

f''*'[> ';'»«' «' •• 'I'ip that had been taken from theKnglish and was „o,v loaded with military store, am" aitl™m,tions for the „se of those who wer expected To'

i"'

^h m on landing. After seeing that the ofhco« wei. aU Z
»S'„;\;;;:\r„r

"°" "^ *» -"-*" »' «s face that
6

fr'M^'iJit^^i
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-ii as e,..here, ai'^ ' :::r^^^
Covering oH- the coH«t. Thev m.v nn .

'"'' '^'"•-^'^ '^^'^'»

of the ,us.se„.blv of troo,,r e^'J ,.tr l"""
J''" ^""•^'•^«

secret, an,! fe^v ever, of the -v/
' '"'" ^"^'^ ^^rictly

kne^v, until they a ve 1 ,te f
' l"'""

^' ^''^ ^'-^1-''^'-

James of course showed whu w...
'"' ""^

^^'"t'
as the news reaches I o 1

" "'tentiou, and as soon

It was uideed tcfi davs l„.fnr.. i

covered to be enU.arked ,, rT "'"' "'"'^•^'"^'^' '-
kingdom, for there c., l>o .

" ," ^'^ '"'"'^'^''''^- ^^^ ^in, his

have been Joinecla: n Z'Tl^'"'
'^"

'r^''"«
''« -uW

BmalJ proportion of the d^Ie1; ^T '"''""^ '"'^ '>>' "«
conse.juenc.es were so ev tT n

""" °' ^''^ ^"""^'•3- The
that despondency took the

'
T°"^"'^

'" ''^^ ^-^P^'^ition

they had en.barkV T^ / ^ k'
'"''"''"'" ^^''^^ -hich

«o caref.dlv and secretlv , , f ?' ^^Pedition, after being

-•th so senous a n" ^^^^^^^ ''^f
^' >t« outset meef

At last, however r,"'"'"'^''^'' an omen of evil

-'<J the anchors weirded the .." '..""'^ "^"'^ ^^^ted
had sailed but . f" ^! ' ""^ "" '''t""" 'ose. Thev
the

^,/...;:^;\^\j:;:^;^;h-. it became evident tt ^
•^he had every stitch oft™ ;;'':;: ^'^^

"^f'J^"'
^^'^''''"^''

and the other vessels were oWi!'d o I

^'^''"^ '^'^'"^ ^'^'^ '--^t,

- oj^er to allow her to ^:^:^Z1^ ^^"^^ ^^ ^^'^^ ^'^^

^ortir?;:t^::^t;i::rt'''^T^^^^'^^^^

^^^-..dibotJ^Crtj:.o^;.«^-^^
^^-1^ ^e the one ens.gn selected tygjlr:;:^
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.
c able delay ut Dunkirk, and the fact tl.at we are on board

l.e .slowest tub .n the fleet, seen.s ,o .h.nv that Dan.e Forttu.e
is no longer going to exercise herself in your favour

'

'It looks l,ke it, in.leed," Desmond agreed. "Still I can't
old n,vself ..sponsible for either the kfngs illness rfo.:,beng a„.,ted to this heavy-sailing craft, and, „erh„,>, ev .

f tune .should not favour n.e any lon.c, she will Jo son.e-

to CoIo,.el Wauchop. He has been through innumerable
engagen.ents. Though many times wounded he hr e^been seraously so, though scores of other officers have fallen

has not been hckle, and as he is the chief officer on board wemust ope that she has not deserted him on this occaln.thnk there ,s a certain amount of luck in the fact that we

not hi T '"""'" '^ ^""' '"^"^^ ammunition. If that hadnot been the case ,t is likely that, rather thar, .lelay, the

us b t"o" u"'
"' ''' '"" ^P^"'' ^'"^ '^^'^ '^'^ - ^« ^ollo.as best we might.

A constant watch was maintained at the mast-head of the ship,

the Fi h' VT '"^T
"•''"^' '^'y '-^'^^f-^' ^'- --'th of

thev f K T'^''"^
''''' '^-g-^f-'ating themselves *hat

ial :? f ''.' '^'-'^^ '' " —f"l termination. At

enter the estuary, they behoM the n.asts of a great fleetconnng out to meet then.. This was the s,,n..dSnlf SGeorge Byng, which had for some <lays been the ,,;havmg been despatched as soon as the'news rea. L '

a ritl^7 '' 1'^^ "'' '^^^^^^ ''' ^^""^••^^- -'d of th

'3ed to !,l ;r'
v" ''"" '^'^ ^^^"^'^ ^^'^^ ^' once

i-glish fleet were near enough to discern its con.position

'^^
.
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which was far superior in fono tu his,,UM w •

•"torceptcl In- HKothor hostile Hoot
'^ -«'f-'<o.. or ,f

'^« '-»'•"
"' "•' y K k".«. who,. ;,;;;!;;' 2'

r,:;:

.lmp,.o,„,„,o,,t ,„.| ,|„,,,,„,i„„ ,H„^ ,^„
"- '

o*ee,-, he..,,l that it was ,l»te,„,i„„l .„ «U f„, ,„ 1
*-u... Ha,l the t,„,„„ „„ b».rd th,- sl,i,,s ,„.„„ ,,,

'
,

"•"•™»ity, th«y ,vo„i,l Itave or,ie™l th™, to ,ii , v ,h

" cva,lM,g the ,,„r,„it „f the »„„„„, „,fei„^. J,,,,^,,,,. ^^ '^^^

eff™t a la,„l,„K. As. ho„,.vor, all the .ol.he,, were Fr ,'h.mh the ev,.e„,i„„ of the t.o or three h,„„lre,l „„ e, m ,

Fn.,)i u u
."""^/h'^t the French ..hips will outsnil the

1^'gli.sh, but there i.s little chance that this unwieldy cr.ft

no H few of us w,ll be executed. The colonel should be safe

c birt't'":
"'"'

',r
^"'^'^ ^*^^^'- ^^"--'<' -d there:

b t it i «•
' ' "":

^'l"""^
'" ^"^"- ^^"^ ^--^-'^^ «f France;>Mt ,t ,s different with the rest of us. We have all joinedsince those days, and are therefore not covered byth tre tyand so are liable to be tried as traitons."

^'

^l >\.

1 J
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we^?^;;tr
T'' f ^'"n'''""- "

'''""' " '^ '^"'•"- 'hat when

likel ; ' T
'•"''"•^'^^''•'

^ hardly th.„k they aro

n>.'ttcr. It ,H not a r,uo.ti.)M c,f war o„ forei.,, Hoil \V.

aMust fate^ Aheady, you sec, the rt^.st of the fleet are leavi,J
ri? T '

u^'"^'
'''"' ^'"' ^^"«''-^h fleet are gaining on

'

HI rust they will ;,et safdy away into Dunkirk. ^TheLthat we so nearly snccee.led will perhans icf •., .... ,• /

^

^iiousi} attett anyone except ourselves "

wo,.i.i have „„ ox,™ j;t,leff « , s r;'™r'''rr','"°''

"Your first two argun.ents are good, Kennedy." O'Xeil saidbut I cannot say as much for the last TJ,« ni, 7 '

and conceal^:, ll: .

»"' ^'""^ ^"^ "'" " "» ^o Mo.
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" Where nre we going to .-onceal it ?" OSullivan «ai<l. •• Vo„nm.y Ik; mho that we .hall 1... seuiche.!/
" Well, you took my advi.., i„ chanyi,,^- th<. .ihvr ir, uhi^hyou .ere ,.i.l into g.,|,,. though you l.'t ^eu v ^IW j.

^.sactK,n^Ue...ittop.ve,.^

on J il :
'^ "•' -Ivantagen. V,.,. .ould not h. ,.e to

M e s a han.ly fello. and I have no douht will he J. tohelp us. At any .ate let us go belo.v and ..o what cur. he

said" m"::?'"""'
''' ^'^ .^^^^'"- " ^-^' ^'^^" I^e-ond8.iul I suppose m a cun.paign a good n.any of you cirrvwhat mor.ey you may have ahout you, and I dire say om ofyou h.de .t .so that if you are taken prisoners you Lv I^tmeans of adduig to your prison fare."

^

"We do. yotir honour, and l.y the same token I have -»
score of crowns in between the soles of my hoots. It dojnot always succeed, for if your hoots happen to he gooil theckinces are that son.oor.e takes a fancy to them. StiH on hewoe, th.. ,s the best place there is,^for they are^ e feall the hmng of your clothes."

« lo itti

"Well, we want to hide ome cold Afiko T„ .u
hour ..e shaU h„ve t.e Kngli* Aw!', .it" of , Z'Z

c:;'
'"^ '™^ '° ''''° " ""-" ="" 1-- '" -bo/!:;.

Mike looked doubtful.

nff't? f
"" ^^' ?'"^ ^''"'P'^'^y' y«'>'- honour, one should takeofr the lower sole, take some leather out of the upper ^ne

take more than an hour to do one pair."
He thought for a moment.
Tho quickest way would be to get out the inside lining of

i I
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(I

1 .m,.|,. „ ,,
•

"""''' "• """ '!'• I"-. ..|»i.l,. ,l„„.„,

'".II, lol il»,..rMi,oi,i,. „, ,„ ,L .,.,

»« win Help ,„ .,.;'„;;;t:;r,::;;„- -,";;
^"-

' ","

coin, to lie .!;;',:' ';:;**"•"; '•I'"' "' io,«h„,. ,„,. ,„„

coins „re p„t „ '„,
"'
j: t'",,"""''"'

'^ •"'• 'H."

rail in over tlio poI.I ..,„] .t ,
.''''"*'•> "'«• I his ho

with hot pitd ' ' '

''"" '"'''"'••"' ''"' i"-- "f lining

"i'bcu lnvi*g them b„h° ,d
'

'

"°"' «" ^'""' '""' '""

Leaving their high hoots in the rahm fKn »i,

went on deck tL i ,
'
^^ ^^''^''^

.>'0""K men

miles ahead, having gamed more than a mile since thp 2oegan. Afikp Kiri k« • ,
"nice tne chase

iinpfirpipiMt

i(]i:if{jiiiS(ijrff»ni;:i.^H
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The ball struck the water

of smoke from their pursuer's bow.
close to them.

"There is „o use in your doing so; that ship will be uIonL^s.de m an hour, and it might only cause a use ess lo s o ll"were we to keep on. If she were alone I should • v le hecome alongside, and with your crew and our offi e^and n ewe m,ght ,f we had luck, take her by boarding but wih

sLTJ,^'''' " '-' '^^« ^"^ ^-^- ^"-. -cl those of

brxtduotnVtt' TT ^"" "" '°^^'"' -^ ^^«—
cam no '? T u!F

"^ "^'^^'^"'^'^^ ^'^ '^' English frigatecame up. ^.gnals had been exchanged between The Englishves e,, d as they came along six of them dropped b? tseach with some twentv men in if W}„1. iU j
'

the nrizfl th. fl . ^ ^ ^^^*® '"'^'^^^ towardsthe prize the fleet pressed on under all canvas in pursuit ofthe French squadron The Frm); h «« •

Piii^suit ot

Knafo • J ,

i^ngli^h officer in command of theboats received the swords of the French officers, and the noncommi^ioned officers were all seat below into ihe hold 1

1

r Z"f7T '" '' '^'' ^'"^^^' ^g^'"' '-^ «he followed in

"Jou are all Irish," he said seriously. "I am sorrv

h": :T;h^' '^: ^'^^^ '^ ^^' ^^^ ^ ^-- ^^- >-v: io

> ou w ould be merely prisoners of war.

"

said^^Xf
'"'"^ '''

T''""''
"^ "''^'* "«"••" C'^^-"^' ^^'auchop

'^rJ but Ob"'-"
'." "7"^ '' ^^^ ^'"« '^f f'-"-. -d

"I hope^they may sec it in that light in London," the

III Pii

m

V*?*'aSfk"'. '^riMriTirB
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!

officer said courteoiislv "i.nr til.,.
•"oinent they v 11 !k^

'

^''""''' ""'^'^^'^ «* ^^^ P'-escntt,.ii mty will take a calm view of the siihiV.,t n
I hope th«v will ,lr, =« • n

subject. However,

In- vou ,n?i r '
"'P''"'"^ *•' "« ^'^^^ ''a« '^een fired

>\ hen darkness set i„, the p.u.suit wa. discontinued Th.

there was n r,sk of its douhlin. back durin. tie n Lht n !again making its wav north Th. .
^ '^'"'

the „en-„,-,l were .1 Le ,,,,:" :nrrf
'''" "''""

corvette. „,„e „« „„ „;„„. luj 'J ^ J, '..Itf'
•'"

sentries diirinL' thp nurhf i

^'^''^'•"®" tJieniseives as

French«eetb^s:t:.S-::^:,^,.™^^
pursuit had ceased the sll^]!^^ ^^ I'f '^^^7- ^^e

officer in command went on board tie lin, 7 T '''"

...miber of prisoners taken anj^;:t:l:^'C::r

an.noonef;:;^,.^:r;:i^^^^^

ihe Insh emperament quickly shaken otf a feeling ofdepression, and the meal was as livolv hs it had .
1^

the voyage north. The hVutenan ij
" "^'"'"'^

caution \ 1

,"" ""^^^''''''^ however, omitted no pre-

sailors there was a ,t, . 7
" """"^ '"^"'>' ^^^ ^^e

TK. fl IT .V
^^ ^^' ^'''''"'^' "^ svmpathv with themllie fleet hiul been ar-'elv recruit^^J 1.,- .

^

"peij ittnutwi b) impressment, and by
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the ha„du.g over to the navat authorities of „nmKers of men

natural, th.se had but «mal] feel in. of kindnes. towards thego^.^nm.nt u-ho ha<l «o seized r.l..,n
; ,vhile n.my shared inho feehng o K,valty toward, the house of Stu.t whieh I

still *,> prevalent among tJi« population
At daybreak th,. rnu.^r. .11 returned. None had seen ar.v-gns of the >.e,Kh .,uadro„ an<l Su- (i.-or^e Hvn., leavu,:.

^LJ^T .""'^"^^'"^^'"'^"'-'^'''^^
prue tor llarwicli.

,i..""!n'",r"r" ?" '"'"'"' '"•" ""'" '-'itarv author,

'arr3 the new. of the f.nlure ot the Freneh to effect a landin.-d of then- return to l»„„kirk. new. H,at was reeeived uie.ul.rant delight bv the supp.ters of (..vernnant .

^mmercal ,.,.t.o„ -4 the p,.„|.t... .ho had been threaten.,
^- run The run up., the banks had l-.-n unpre-eden..d^ a^.ou,h the Ho..eof ( on.n.ons had .daxe^^tl. re , :
tio. s of the Bank oi hngia-d, the pani. „-a« so .reat that it-.Id not have kept it« d...rs o,en another tv^dve t,-

-ha u had been on Ik...,! .h,p. Not only we-e thev confined

^^ . hev had been cou.mon malefactors. The only nuti-?«aon a..Hved to them was that their ser^a.its w,.-.. pon.ittedBoattene ipon thepi '
'unitd

Ui«. off„ut no susptenms had beer, entertained that .o,,, had-n hidden uMhose.-t Desmond and his friends. Two da^!
l.tte. an «r.ler was rece.ve.l fron, ( lovernn.ent, an.l the officerswe. n.a.dn.d up to to.,U,.oncd a. thev u.c.e. utHier a sn!:^
guatd, anr- were unptv.oned at Xewgate Calla^han an.l ^uZ
"""=' '^'^'^"f^ reraauititi m pn,,un ,.- llarxMch.

! ' i

,

•I

t
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"Thmg-s aio ]ooki„y harl, Kennody,' O'Xeil .said dolefullv
for the three officers had, at their ow„ .ecjuest, bee., allotted
a cell to^'ether.

"Thev don't loch very h.ight, hut uo n.„st make nllouance
for the awful fri^d.l that, as w. hea.-, has l,ce.. .aused l.v the
expedition. IWibly who., they have got over the .h^.U
tniii^^'^ may he h< tte.-."

'' I "-ill never forgive them foi putting iro,..so„ u.s,'()SuIliva.,
sa.d pa.ss.onato!y. " If th..y had .shot us at o.,ce it xva-s, I .sup-
pose what we had a right to expect, but to be treated like
Liiinlerers or ruffians of the worst kind is too bad

"

"Well, we were rid of the irons as soon as we got he.'e
.No doubt these were only put on to preve.it the ix>8sibilitv of
any of us escaping. I am ,su.v by tbpJr looks tha^ some of^o.ir
escort would willingly have aided u.s, onh- that it was im-
possible to do so; and, knowing how huge a number of pe.sons
"•onld sympathize with us, [ .annot blame them .so ve.v much
for taking steps to pie\en( on.' escape."

"I never saw such a fellow as yon for finding cxcu.ses fur
people, O'Sullivan .said almo.st angrily. " You look at thin<r.s
as calmly a., .f they concerned oth.T people, and not mr.selves""
Kennedy smiled. " If an opinion i> ... be worth anythi.,.^

Ohulhvan, ,t n.ust be an impartial one; .u.d it u be.-,t to look
Ht the matte.- calmly, a,:d to form -ur plans, whatever they n.av
be as I they we.-e intcnled to be carried nut by other penple

'

() Null, van laughed. " Mv dear fellow, if v^, had ,Lt 'onehmugh those advctures I .should have .said that vou ha-l'mis.
taken your vocation, and were cut out fo>- a phiio.s'o,,!.,. .athe,-
than a .soldier. IIo.,..ve,-, although your luck d..l not sutHee
to save the Sah.hur, from .•apf„re. we n.us, -til! hope that ,f
has not altogether de,se,te.l you: a„d anyhou I am convin.ed
t.-.ati It be possible for anyone to effect an esc. pe from this
(lisniai place, voii are the man '



TO SCOTLAND
IG.-)

Newgate m those days stood across thestrtvt, and , ,ii,stitut.-(l

one of the ontrar.ces to the city. Its predecessor had l»een
l»urnt in the great fire of 1666, and the ncn- one was at this
time less than fo.ty years ol.l, anrl thou-li ch.so and l,a<llv
ventilated, had not yet arrived at the stage of .lirt and foulness
which afterwards brought about the death of numbers of pri-
soners confine.! there, an.l in 17.^0 occasioned an outbreak of
jail-fever which not only swept away a large proportion of the
prisoners, but infecte.l the court of the Old Haih'v close to it

causing tile death of the h.rd mayor, several aldermen, a ju.h^.'
many of the counsel and jurymen, and of the public presJi.t
at the trials. The outward ap|>earance of the buildin" was
handsome, Imt the cells were for ihe most part small and ill-

ventilated.

"This place is disgraceful," O'Xeil said; "there is l)arely
room for our three pallets. The air is close and unwhole-
some now, but in the heat of summer it must be awful If
their food is a- vile as their lodging, the look-out is bad
inci ed."

" I fancy the -ells in the French jails are no better," O'SuUivan
said " Xo doubt in the state prisons high-born prisoners are
made fairly comfortable, but the n,dinarv jirisoners and male-
factors, I have been told, suflTer horriblv. Thank goodness I
have never entered one; but even the barrack cells can scarcelv
be called inviting."

" Vou are learning philosophy from Kennedy," O'Xeil said
wish a laugh.

"1 don't know that 1 shall feel philo.sophic if we are served
with nothiiig but bread and water. H.)wever, the turnkey
told us that until we have been tried and condemned we are
at li'^erty to get our food from outside-certainly a mockery
li! rnc.r c-..„... considerin- that we all were relieved of any
''n,„.y found upon us when we arrived in Harwich. It is a

1-^
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eomfort that we arc, as ho sai.l, to take our ..eals together
arul the money we have i,. our Louts will alleviat. our lot for
•sorue t.rne. ProbaLIy it will last a good deal longer than we
.ue likely to be here.

When they joined their con.panions in the room in which
thoy were to dine, all were astonished at seeing an excellent
dinner on the table with eight bottles of wine.

" U this the way they treat prisoners here V Colonel \\'auchoi.
asked one of the jailers, of wl.on, six remained present

1 l.e man .snnled. " Xo, indeed ; it has been .sent in from atuvern outside, and with a message that a like meal will be
provule<l as long as you are here. One of ns was .sent across
to en.,i,iie as to the per.son who had given the order. The
l-idlord sa.d that he was a stranger to him, but that he had
IJ^"1

l-m a fortnight in advance, an.l woul.l call in and ret.ew
the order at the end of that time."

" Well gentlemen," the colonel .said, " before we begin to eatwe will drink the, health of our unknown benefactor. Not only
's <l.e gift a generous and expensive o„e, but it cannot be
without .langer to the donor, for none but a strong adherent
of Iv.ng James wo.dd have thought of thus relieving ot.r
necessities. '^

It was plain th.t the nnthori.ies s„s,,ected that some message
might have been sen, in to the pri.soneis concealed in the viands.
11.0 b.ea.l hM.I been eu, up int.. small s.piares, the cru.st had
l-een itted from two pasties, the meat had e^i.lently been
Hire u !y searehe.l; and the turnkeys place.l themselves roun.l
the table so that they coul.l nanowly watch everv one of the
prisoners as they ate, and notice any movon.ent' that wouhl
st^em to indicate that the^ liad come across some pellet of
paper or other substance.

Every dav the servants at the tavern brought in similar fare
^nd ini., cunl.nueu as long as the prisoners uere in the jail;
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and it was a matter of deep regret to all that they were never
al.le to discover the name of the person to wliom they weie «o
much indebted.

CHAPTER IX

AN ESCAf'K FROM NK\V(;ATK

A FTER being allowed to lemain an hour at the table, the
-^»- prisons s were again marched off to their cells.

"I wish we had Mike with us,'" Desniond said, as he and hi.s

comrades discussed the possibility of escape. " lie is a shrewd
fellow, and wonl.l probably be allowed greater freedom in
moving about the prison than we are; but I was sure that we
sh..uld see no more of him after we left Harwich. Of course
the first question is, are we to try ]>riberv, or t.. work our way
out of this cein

"

'

"1 think that it would be dangerous to try bribery,' O'.SuIlivan
remarked. "Our tuii.key is a sonr-faccnl ra.scal. I am con-
vinced that if we were to try to bribe him he would denounce
ns at once. Not frmn any principle, you know, but because he
would think that it would pay him better to .lo ..o, and .so

obtain promoti.,n and r.uani, rather than to a.-.-ept our money
and run the risk of lieirig detected and hanged.'

"I don't blame him," OXeil said. - Ih is. as you sav a
sour-looking rascal, but f don't thuik tliat he is a" to,.! ai '

nnue but a fo.,| would run that ri.k f..r the >ake of the monev
that we could give him, f,,r in luy ease uv sh«.ld have to
nu,„ a i)ortiou of our store in order :., obtain dis-uises .iuA
manitaiii ourselves till we could fiiid means of crossin.' 'he
chann..]."

'^

" rho" bit n^ iisit ^U..t .'.l.^.. ..U 1^ . 1. -1 ^^t'V »
; "-!'-- Tit- y,e; iii-i a;^iMe, ^ » APit, jiM'i gIVf

our whole attentitMi to tW ifeAnner in which «e are to eMape."

i

t :

I »

II
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';The manner in uhich «e ar. to try t., umke our e.cu,>«'

'

O.Ncilrepeiited with a laugh.
«' t-wai^e.

" U'ell put it that way if yon like. X„w in tue first nla...

su.r'''ltoti 7''V""'^''""^
"" battering-ram/- OVSuIlivan

.chos thick, w,th two bolts as well as the lock. and. moreove
f we could got through it we should ]>e no .ear r esclpi,;than we are at present Whit u-,tJ, fi, i

"-'
^-scapuig

HnrJ th. , 1 ,

'*" '"*^ corridors and passagesand the turnkeys and the outer gate, that course eems Tome ,mposs> le I.t us come to the .second point, th : ' Iv ^

ground^ Ihe wukIow was a little over a foot wide with aheav-y bar nu.ning down the centre, and cro.ss bars.

sHid a "-.rr t
'" "" "'""

•' '"^"^-^ ^"^ -''" i^---'j

gnter ot the two, O Ned, you can stan.l on my shoulder andhave a good look out and tel) us what you s^e < ! U
your hnrirl n'Cir r>

^ ^®- '''^^ "'™}our hand, OSulhvan. Put your foot on that, O'.Veil andthen step on my shoulder."
-'»»-u, ana

said '^'tlr r" '" ": '''""
"

^"'"' "^'''' ^«^ '-W me," hesaid the wall ,s very thu:., the ba.s are placed in the middleand there ,s just roon. for me to take a seit on the ecLe £I can see thin-s at my ease.

"

^ '

He sa. Ic.H.g out for a minute or two before he spoke.
^ ell, what can you see?" O'Sniiivau a.sked unpatlently.
Tins roon, ,s on the out.r .ide of the prison." he .;aid

sHJcs of the gate, and no doubt this side .tands on the city

"Then what do you .see?"

i>nig stc* j./y down to a stream that

"I see til.' .r, ,.!,...)-- ^. .-.,

—

:l
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i

runs along the Lottoni of it. 'riu-n' a... a ^-,,.,(1 many small
hoiis,;.s sciitteio.! al)oiit on the slopo and along by the stream.
Over to the loft there is a stone hridge acr.iss it; near this is

H large buildiiig that looks like another prison, and a maiket
place with sUtlls in it; hou.ses stand thi.kly on either side of
the road, and heyond the bridge the opposite .side of the slop,,
is covered with them. Among these aie some large bin'Idings.
If we were once out th.-re would not be much chance of om-
being detected if we had .something to put over our tuiiforms;
but of course they would bt-tray us to the first man we met."

"Yes, of course," O'Sullivan .said; "but we might pos.-ibly
obtain plain clothes at one of tho.se .small houses you speak oif,

though that would be lisky."

" We might leave our coatees !)ehind u> and gu only in our
shirts and breeches, and give out that we ha.l been attacked
and robbed of our money and coats by footpads," Desmond said.

"That is H good idea," O'Neil agrce.l. •' Y. s. that mi-ht
do, especially as after dark they would not be likely to notice
that our breeches were of a FreiK h cut."

" But it seems to mo ^luit we are l)eginning at the wrong
end of the business. It is of no use <Iiscussing what we are
to do when we escape till we have settled upon the r>, .:, „ i :!.

which we ai'e to get out. Let us talk over ''fi.;t i]rM. Ate
the bars firmly in, O'Neil V

O'Xeil tried with all his strength to shake thetn.

"They are as firm as the walls," he said; "there it- no go^,
tir'g them out unless we have tools to cut awav all thv ^lone-
work round thcwi."

"I suppose there is no chance of cutting throu-h then-?"
OSullivan asked,

"There is not," O'Xcil said. "We have not r^ot .sn- h a
thing n« n krnTe /ibout n.<. If ^^, had. we .-.uM never saw
through these ilii.k bars; it would take a year of Sunda'-s."

I
;

W.
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I

from without."
^

''"''J'^ '^'^''""^ •^'•l

" fhiit i.-j the same as '.» <, ii,.,»

esrapeatull." ' "'^ "' ^"'""^^ '"''ke our

»--""<' not « ,„ „„„•::;„ ;,;;,;'':
':;rr''"''^;escape. There nu.st Ik, a ...eat n„,>,l , t ,

"'

pa.hi.e with us. a,„i ,.iK»' :,,':,;;, ';::i''« """ ».'•»'

have sec, several „,e„ ,„,„„ (,"„,.,"„.'''•' ; ""n ,'

"P at . hiM-risun, aa,,,,,„,,„,ik „,:„:,'.
;^';';;;;J»^

With nrv fnr no v r
'' ^ ^tetenlcd

^a a. itiw-:,!...'""' ' "'"""^" "'"' '"" '" - '''»" ">"a,.

s..na.™.H,a,,e„,,,,n,a,,,,,
.,;,,,,,.,,. ev, ll^^^

lo!r:'r ,:„r.::3i
"-^ '- -' -

" I don't see that wo - .,d be nearer to u then,
'

„„edy."
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" W e ..hoi.1,1 have Kaino.1 this univh, th^it .liroctly sve saw any
l^ei-Hon locking „,, with a syinpalhizin^' air, esin-'cially if „f ',1

class wIm, c.mI.I atiu,,! to .lo what is iRxcssary fur us, wr cuKl
wave our han.Is a„.| attra.t his att..ntio,.. If ,ii.,„,s.Ml to hdp
us he nnght ^iiw so,,,., si.i;,,; if „ot, no ha,-,„ wonhl 1.. done
\\« might, too, tic a han.lke.chief to the l.a,s, whid, in itself
might l.e taken for an in.licatiun that there are f.^luwers of the
Stnaits here."

"But supposing all this tnrno.l out as voii sn-rg^st it
might, how conid even the hest-.lispo^ed f,ien,l'do anythi.,.' to
help us?" '^

'That i- f.,-aftei--coiisideration; let u.s hist find a fii,.nd
and we shall find a way to op..,, .ouinmnicatio,, with him'
\ e have no paper, hut we coul.l w.ite the message 01, a piece
of ill,..,, and drop it down. As fa,- as we ran see f,om h..,e
thoi-e IS nothing to p,-event anyone coming up to th.. f.M.t
of the Willi l,eIow us."

For the ne.xt four days „..thing whatevoi hai,pone<l Thev
coul.l see that the white lu„dke,cl„ef at the Lars att,act.>d
so,ne attention, fo,- pc.pje st..ppe<l an.l Iooke.l up at it, l.ut
continued the,,' way without n,aki„g anv gesture that woul.l
seem t.. shu^ th.it th.y i„te,'este.l themsehes in any way in
th.. matter. "^ ^

<>„ the fo.uth .lay lVs,n..n.l, who was at th.. win.low, sai-l
"1 .1 t.)ne ot excitement, ••The,'e is a n,a„ .lu„n tl,..,e who
afte,' lo..kin- fixe.lly in this .li,ectio„, is n.aking his way
towanls us. He .Iocs not conie straight, Imt ,„.,ves ul...,u
among the h- 'ises; Imt he .continues to app,-,ja.l,. I cant
make out his face yet, but ih.r.. is .so„,(.tlii„g al.out him that
remin.ls me of Mike, thcnigh h-.w he coul.l ho. h.Me when
we left hi.., in the pii.ou a- Ij.uwich is n„ ,e than I .an
say."

O'Xeil and O'SuJIivan in tiu,! lo-jked lUi^^u^^ the window.

!
ii
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Not being so much accustomed as he was to Mike's fi.Mire andwalk, they could not recognise in the man. in the dress"f

and I Hill wager that we shall be free in three or four days^ow, how are we to communicate with him ?"
^

-1 have a piece of paper in my pocket. It is only an old billa I they threw It down contemptuously when they searchedne, OAeil sa.d.
,

"I picked it up again. I ha dlv know

da> I might get a chance of paying it. But as we ha^c no;nk, nor pen, nor charcoal, I don't see how it can benefit

He drew the bill fron, the pocket of his coatee. Desmondtook ,t, and stood looking at it in silence for a minute Than idea occurred to him.
"I have it!" he exclaimed presently. "OWeil see if vn,,

or s,x mche, long, so tha, when it i, doubled np and twisted

p^C» •

° "
'°

"" '"" """ " ""' "^ "'« --«" f™°-

Son,e.vl,at puzzled, O'Neil did as he was reouested Da,

K^^^^^^S^

t*^^-:-j;4%JK^vi^ ii^Mj^'^
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Come ten to-nujht under window. Brin,' ]„„„ thin string
Uliistk. We ivill tower thread. Tie end of ./, ,„,/

/,',

,y. // 7// ^/,,!

further instructions.

KENNEDY.

He tore off the portion of the bill on uhi.h the niessaK. was
w,uten, twisted off two of the buttons of his coatee, foMe.l them
... the paper, and took h, place at the window again. The n.anwho had been watching was standing some sixty feet from the
foot of the wall. His back was towards them. Presently he
turned carelessly looked up at the window, and then, I, if
....decided what to do, took off his cap and scratched his head.

It 18 Mike sure enough," Desmond exclaimed. And
thrusting his hand through the bars, waved it for a moment
1 hen taking the little packet, he dropped it. Mike put on
hKs hat again, turned round, then looked cautiously to see
that no one was noticing him, and strolled in an aimless and
eisurely way towards the wall. Desmond could no longer see
h.m. but felt sure that he would find the missive. Presently
he came in sight again, walking quietly away. He did not
00k round; but when nearly at the bottom of the hill turned
lifted one hand, and disappeared behind some houses
"He can't read," Desmond said, "but I have no doubt he

will get someone to do it for him."
A vigilant watch was kept up, but nothing was seen of Mike

till late in the afternoon, when he emerged into one of the open
spaces. They had now taken the handkerchief ,lown from th-
window, and directly they saw him Desmond waved it, showing
that they were watching him. He threw up his arm, turned
and dhsappeared again.

" He has made out my message," Desmond said. " We may
expect him here at ten o'clock."

While he had been watching, his two comrades had, under
! HI

.^Mm^..
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btlr'tT" '""
rr''''^

'' ""'^'- «f one of theirblankets
^\ hen enough thread had been obtained the stra,!

••ill, and piJ;;;:, ": z::^"^
'^"^^'^^ ^-^^ ^^ ^^^

/fe«, and small bot'le of oil F„^hn /A... / /

?OTW Jiirther instrudum.

which they drew i„ Tllr ,

'''^' ''*'''" »"''™ ""-'l.

was silent
'" "'"' ""°""'-- '"" "bMe. «"<i «»

cut'thJL-h'liese":;,'"'*'
"° ^°" ^"""°'« •'»•" '* - 'o

couple of V;:' :.
* ^^zttn fT """" "-'

"

mere miessMrk fnr , ,
°""' ™ '' ^ut of course that is

the he^ sa.:„nv[:.\s::;,:t
*»'-'' '"- ""' '-' -™

Mxh^^^ / '"oiiitii.ii. f5o whether It IS one nieht orSIX, It does not matter much." ^

W^«
. K.j»7)»'> ' ( - <l.
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On the following evening at nine o'clock the whistle was
heard, and another ball lowered down at the end of the strin.^
Ihe nistriictions this time were:

IVhen we are mnly a-e mil d<m a hnndhrrhi./ at window
Bring with ym at nine that evaau,, rope strong enough to hear us
nnd have dhg,m,', for thre read

>, for us at foot of axtlL Herewith
arr ten louis to purchase three disguises.

The cord bronght up a sn.all packet which contained two
very fine small steel saws, two (iles, and the oil. They did not
lose a moment in setting to work, and, oiling the saws, one
began to cut through the central bar just above the ,oint
where the lowest cross bars went through it, as they d.tcr-mmed to leave these to fasten the rope to. There was'not
room or two of them to work together, and thev agreed to
take It by turns, changing every .piarter of a.i' hour To
their great satisfaction they found that the saw did its work
much morp quickly than they had expected, and by the time
each had had a turn the bar was cut through; and by morning
the side bars had also all been cut. They did not attempt to
cut the mam bar higher up, as, had they done so, it would have
been difficult to keep the portion cut out in its place. When
;t was light they filled up all the cuts with bread, which they
ha.I managed to secrete in the palms of their hands at dinne.-
This they k ied into a sort of putty, rolled it in the du.st

''^''Lf
«^^. '^ '^l^^k, and then squeezed it into the interstices

Ihere is no fear of their noticing it," Q-Xeil said when they
had fiiushed. "I ca,u,ot see the cuts myself from the floor,
though I know where they are, and unless they were to climb
up there and examine the place very closely they would not
see anything wrong."

" Shall we hang out the Hag to-day, Kennedy ?" mlil
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"f think we hud better wiit h'II .

hardly expecting to sc^k tolv
™'- ^^' "'" ^'

the rope and di^aLse!"'
'' '"' ""^' "'^^ '" '•^"^^>' "'^^

handkerchief f.'m a OS. ', Mr " '"'''^^
^"^ "'^'^^' '^"^ *'-

whatever that he h-1 '^ ""' ''''^' ''"' "" ''""'^^

toshowhiil^ifL r;:;^

will hi f
"" ''•' '""'" "^"^^^ •" '^'" ^-">on^ ^^Hid. .. Thev

;;

How close shall we put them, Kennedy?"

" Yoii had better do so " n'«i,ii,- • i

for .1^
' ''""'' """' "'»' '< »'" ""k- -"V lifforence

g o;e..
^\ ,th his muscles strengthened by mili-

M.3^2' jkas^E'kt
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tary exercises and sworrl nnicfir,. ],» t j •

he had expected. The Ch ;
"'^'^' """"• "'"'^ ^^an

couple of Linutes hi fe t 1 hldTr
"' '' .''^'' '"'' " '^

been hanging o„V the l,r:t:.r:;;- n
'^ '1

descended he seized him hy the hu< L .

"
f"'""'

tically, murmuring broken v ' Ml " " '"'''"''='"

that you are free!''
' "'

""'''*'•'' ^'''"'"^ <'-l

" Thanks to you also, my dear f..Ilou-. Vo^^ hold n,My friemls O'Xeil and O'Sullivan .h.red .nV- i. ,

'^"""•

are folloNving me." •
"'^^ "'"' ""^ '""«

He added his weight to that of Miko md if u-.before O'Xeil camo rJo,..,, i .
"'^'^ ""t long

lone, for his ,^1Z f ,
."? '" 'l'"'"'^' '^ '^""'""'l h-l

flor.e it more nately • Mike von ..l 1 T '''"^'^ ""' ^'''^

*'^ou'. Mike, where are the disguises?"
Here they are, your honour. Thev are iusf HI.Loose coats, rough breeches wh,>n ! ? ^ ^ "'^' °" "

and soft hais w,'h vkL b^n^^s r^ T':"' '""^^'^ •^^^^'^•

better like that than n any o he vtt •

''^
'
"' ^""'^ '^'

up as citizens vonr f.
"""^ "^^^^^^J. for if you were rlres.^rj

".outh the, s.„ve.fh,?
;:::„"r;,.:;;'i;;i^.?'-- ' "^™ ">•
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that. Now, lot lis put ..II our disgiiisrs at once an<l he
otr. Sumetimo.s the tuinkoys take it into tlioir heads to look
u. during the iii^dit, aii.l we ha.l to keep one on watch wliile
we were at work, ami take t.j r.iii- l.eds when we heard a
footstep approachii,.. I «ee y.m have hroiight shoe.s; 1 forgot
to mention them. Our jackLoots would have attracted atten-
tion, so we h.ive left them Ixhind lis, after getting our stores
of money from their hiding places."

They were soon dressed.

"What are we supposed to be, Mike?"
" \ou are sedan-chair men, sir. Mo.st of the chairs are

carried by Irishmen, who .seem to be .stronger in the le- than
these London folk Vou will have to cut your hair short, and
then you will pass without observaticjii."

"Where are you taking us to?" Desmond asked, as they
descended the hill.

"I have got a lodging in a hou.se out in the fields. I said
that I was an Irishman who had come to London in search of
employment, and that I expected three friends to join me,
and that we intended to hire chairs and carry the gentry
about, for here they seem too lazv to walk, and every one is
carried, though it i.s small blame to them, for dirtier streets I
never saw. They are just full of holes where vou go in up to
the knee in mud and filth of all kinds. Faith there are parts
of Pans which we can't say much for, but the worst of them
are better than any hero, except just the street they call
Cheapside, which goes on past St. Paul's, and along the Strand
to "\A e.stminster."

"What have you brought these sticks for, Mike?" for he
had handed to each a heavy bludgeon.

"Sure, your honour, 'tis not safe to be in the streets
after nightfall. It is like that part of Paris where no dacent
man could walk without being assaulted by thieves and cut-

-^Oi''
r̂*-^Yli?x^<^

-^<dk<
¥M
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bit (.f an old bill. \Vli,.,i I took it uj. to my room I Iook.-.| at

it every way. I knew, of ccjurse, that it was a niL-sage some-
how, f»ut devil a Lit could I sec where it came in.

"1 fingered it tm an lioiir, h)okiiig at it in every way, and
then I Haw that there w.-re sojiie «mali hoh;.s priiked. Well, I

coidd not ask the woman what they meant, as 1 had told her 1

puked It lip; so I went across to an liisliman, whose anpiaint
ance I had made the day !)efoie, and who had re<ommetKle<l nie,

if I wanted work, to hire one of these chiiiis and get a comrade
to help mo carry it. I coidd see that he was a man who had
seen better days. I expect he had come over Jv »he time
of the troubles, and had been forced > earn his living as
lie coidd; so I went to him.

'"I have got a messiigc,' I said, 'pricked on a pie. e of
paper. I picked it iij), and am ciirious-'ike to know what it is

about.'

"So he held it up to the light and read out your message.
"

'
I think,' say.s he, ' it is m.iii.- ccjlleen who has made an

appointment with her lover. Maybe she has been shut up
by her father, and thought it the best way to send him a
message.'

'"That is it, no doidit,' .says I; 'and it is plain that it never
came to his hand.'

" The next day I went to him again with the second letter.
" ' It's lying you have been to me,' he said. ' It is some plot

you are concerned in.'

'"\\ell,' .says I, 'you are not far wrong. I have some
friends who have suffered for the Stuarts, and who have been
laid by the leg, and it's myself who is trying to get them out
of the hands of their jier.oecutors.'

"
'
In that case I am with you,' he said, 'for I have suffered

for the cause myself; and if you want assistance you can
depend ui)on me.'

-bV'vr JKTViltoi
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Jjve us some advi..o as ... hou- .« ..acri...sr ...anag../ S
that 18 how It stands, vom honotu-

'

" Arul uow tell us hou- y.,u got away, Mik.-; v..u n.av lm.oss-V surpnse.1 we w... .,,..,.,.„,.,,,.,,,..,,;,
^^^^

that you were safe uu.I.t lock au.l k.-y at Ha, wid,
"

^

rhe matter Mas ea.y enough," Mike sai.l '•
I, uu,U ,ne tw<.o, hree days to get to u,.,lerstan.| the ,..,.itio„ of the pla.e|m waerallro,.„.,itexeeptouon..si,,..;
1 it was p '

itlut
.

I were to start running it is little c-han.-e I shouldhave .f I d.,1 not hit upon the right road. L„ekilv thev w
.MOU„tH.g some cannon the ,lay after you were taken^wav

ong before I learnt enough to know which road I ou-^ht to
take. I was always a goo,l nu.ner. your honour, and'n.any

to hies began. So .t seen>e,l to n.e that if f co.dd havea t^h.ng of a start I ought to be able to gc ofj". There was
"ea.ly half a mile betwixt the town and th.- place where thenarrow ground at whose en<l it stoo,l widened out into the

tZ to';,
7" Tr

'"" "^ "^'" "'^ ^-- - ^hat, I couhltake to the woods and lan.-s .. save myself

^nth

»Y-"1
at the en.l of the second day I managed to slip

otf and hule behind a pile of cannon-balls. The rest assend.lei
at a spot about fifty yanls away, to be counted before thevmarched to prison again. As ..oon as the others had got there,and he guards had gathered , -uhI, I went off as hard a.^
I coul. tear. And a good star' 1 should have got if it hrdn't
been that a sentry on a fort close by, .red h.s^,iece at ml
stilII had a good hundred yanls' start The guards set toto run after me, and when th.y got in sight of mo fir^d their

1 ! 1
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guns: },„t .h.,v wo,v tlu.rio.1. a,.,| the ..ullct. flew ,.Ht Mi,ho„t
<"" '>f ilu.,n to„..l„„. „u.. Tho„ I Ml ,,,ettv Lie- if tJv

hu e a ..hj.M..o w,th n.... .uryinK thoir m,.Hkot, a,ul c,utricl,.e-oxc, an,l be ts. I |,„, t.,!..,. ,,r my eoatoe and l.oc.t.s while Iwsw.u.,forthos.u.u^
I

<
..1 .w.t look rounct.l! I Kot fo th.Mo,,; th.n I fo„n.l that Ih gauu..l a un.Iro.| ,a..<ls of th.n,. I .,o„Mod dou-,. «I...e at once, and then strurk throu-d. so.n. „rch.,d,., and ranM-.thout Htopj.in^' mayhe a couple of n.iles

for'ir''""
'"'";' "•' ""'' "^ *''^' ^^^''''"'•«' «'"• knew thator the present I wa.s .safe, th..„.h n.aybe thoy would send

.>n.e draKoon^ to scour the country when the L. carne inI went on at a jo,Mrot till it was .juite dark; the... I sat downto th.nk what I shouhl do ne.xt. I had got n,y four louis wUhme or they hadn't found then, when they searched mc. To
fi t th.ng was to get some duds, and 1 walked along till I saw

th f 'i" ITT' ''T' ' 'T''-
'^''^'-^ ^^- '-~

eadv to IJ V '"'' ^^''^'
^ "''*"^"' ^'^^^'^-^ ^'"d was

them to rne for money, I should take them without pa4gThough I could .see that they doubted the payment fdregarded me as a robber, they brought out the clotrll i h

;;
'Now,' I said, 'how much shall I pay y, • for thesel'They were stdl terribly frighter, d, . . said that I was^e come. However, I put one of my louis down on the aWeTh. was certamly more than the clothes ever co.st, so I said

tobuy fl/Uh'
'''''' '"^ ' ''-''' ' •^^'"^"^' - ^^-^«

"At tirst they evidently hardly thought that I was in

I- V 1

^^'•.JL L i.
!

^^^^^^^2 ^-

ft- .^ r^s
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-rno.t; hen at last. wh.M. ,l..,v f.. „| that I r.allv into,..le,l
to give the n„.„ey. they '....htene-l up, a.ni ....l/onlv «av..m. a .h.lh,.g i„ ,.han^^<, h„t ntr..,e.| ,ne s.,„. I.-ea-l an.|
cheese, whuh I wa« gla.l er.on.-h to take. The,, I n„r the
<• " I....S on over my own, not wishing to lave anything l.ehin.l
»'-^ ;vo„|.| Hhou- ..arehers that it wa. I V h:ul been there.

was «orth about the sun.e a. an Km,!^, guinea. I a.lvi.se.!
t .on. to put ,t away for the nresent, an.l „.,t to try andchange ,t for a few week... ;. en,uirieH nugh, l.e n.a.le ato how thoy had ..htained it.

JIhMdnodiMtyon,nyw,.yup,ohon.h^^^
| avoid. 1h mamn^

holdly on, havu.g n.oney to pay l,.r vietual.s. When I got^town ehanged another of n.y louis at a , .ey-chanUHe a.sked n.e where I had got it, and when I said'that it w.sno bus,nes.s of his, hut that it had l.ee.. paid n.e l.y aV e •

Hngucnot ge„tlen.an who had lately arrive.l, an<l for whor
1 ha.l been d..n.g some work, an.l as there are n.any of the
Hug,ienots u. Lon.Ion, he was satisfie.l, an,l ehange i it f,mc I then fell across the Irish porter I told , .,u .,f Meold me whereabouts I crtuld get Iclgings. and'a.l .,-! „.eto apply to one of the men who let out a nnmber o| edan
chau.s. to hue one out to me by the week. Weli >onrhonour, once I had taken the lodging, I thought no' mo,
of the chau-, but went about the bu.siness fo,. which I hidcon- to L.,ndo„. I had ,.ot been an ho,, in the to;:,, be';

'

I ma,le the ac.,uaintance of half a dozen at least of my coun-trymen, and fou,.,l out which was the prison in which youwere kept. At first I thought of goi,!g the.e and gi4g

wo , T ""^'^*' ^^''^''^'" '^'^y ^^-^'^''l "ot k. ,p theirword to me, hut would send .no back to Harwich; and then

fl

III

...^' uMt,m
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the thought struck me that 1 might .some way or other get
your honours out of prison.

" When I first saw the place it seemed to me that it was
impossible. The place Mas mighty strong, the windows all

barred, and I had no means of finding out where you were
lodged. I spent a whole day in prowlin^^ lound and round the

jail, but sorra an idea came into my thick head though I l)ate

it wid my fists till it was sore, for, says I to myself, theie is no
lock so strong but it can be picked if you do but know the

right way. It was the second day when I ei?pied a little l)it of

white stuff at one of the windows. It might be a signal or it

might not, and ev6n if it was there was no reason why it

should be yours, except that, I said to myself, Mr. Kennedy is

not the boy to sit quiet in prison if he can see any possible

way of slipping out of it. His head is crammed full of ideas;

so I will walk near £.nd investigate the matter. As I came
close I could make out that there was someone behind the

bars, but I could not see who it was. Of course I did not
come straight to the spot, but went about promiscuously.

" For anything I could tell there might be someone in the

towers watching me. Then I saw a hand drop a little white
parcel, and I found it without much trouble and went off with
it. It was as much as I could do to keep myself fiom nuining
like a madman, for I felt somehow sure that it was you who
had dropped it, but of course it was not until I got it read for

me that I was certain. After that, your honour, it was all easy
enough. You told me what to do, and I did it. There was
a little difficulty about the saw, l)ut I got it through one of the
chair-men, who told me, when I asked him, that he had the

acquaintance of some cracksmen—more shame to him—and
that he could get such a thing as I wanted through them.
I was not surprised, for I had already heard that many of the
chair-men worked in connection with the bad characters, letting/

'm^w^ '"^mw^ HSP*rjA'-.



AN ESCAPK FROM NFAV(;ATE 185

them know which way they uore coming with people fron,
an entertainment, and carrying them down h^ne« where there
was httle chance of the watch interfering. It went against
the gram to have dealings with such a man, for I was bm-n of
ho,.est people, but if the ould gentlen.an himself had offered n.e
a co,.p]e of saws, and I knew that I would have to give him a
thousand years extra of purgatory, I woul.l have closed with
the bargain Those two saws cost me another louis, an.l
cheap enough too. After that it w.s nil plain sailing, and
the money you lowered to me was much more than sufKcient
or all the other things. And now, what is your honour goin«
to do next? ^ (^

" That is more than I can tell you, Mike. We must Uilk it
over.

This was a matter that they had already discussed in their
cell after they had once made their preparations for flight
Closely watched as they were when with the other officers it
would have been impossible to communicate their plans 'to
them

;
but even if they could have done so they could .see no

possible way in which the others could share in their escape
Doubtless the doors of their cells were also strong and heav^-
and could all these difficulties have been overcome there would'
h<tve been passages, corridors, and staircases to traverse with
the certainty of meeting with some of the night watchmen who
Patrolled them, an-l they woul.l finally have had to force the
<loor mto their cell. They were therefore reluctantly obliged
to abandon the hope of liberating their friends, and decided
that, once awa^-, they must endeavour to cross to France with-
out delay

1
he king would doubtless have been before now

mformed by his agents in London of the determination of the
English Government to bring all the prisoners to execution,
h"t nevertheless it would bo thoir duty to obtain an audience
and implore him to take steps to save them. They would
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therefore, on their arrival in Paris, at once see General
Hamilton and other otficei's of rank, and bog them to accom-
pany them to Versailles to act as spokesmen', and to influence
the king in their favour.

CHAPTER X

KIItNAPPINCJ A MINISTER

TN spite of tho war between the two countries communica-
-- tions were frequent. Smug-ling boats brought over, with
their cargoes of wine and brandy, Huguenot fugitives, and by
the same means secret agents carried back news of events in
Pans, to the Government. Having decided upon making for
the coast without delay, Desmond and his friends next discussed
the port to which they had best travel and which seemed to
offer the fairest opportunities. They agreed that Weymouth
seemed to be most advantageous, as it was from there that
the communications with Brittany were chiefly maintained
At the same time it was evident that considerable difficulty
would be experienced in discovering the men engaged in such
traffic and in making an arrangement with them, and it was
all -important that no time should be lost, for there was no
saying when the trial might come on.

"If we could but get hold of Godolphin," Desmond said
next morning, "we might get an order from him to embarkm one of the boats that carry his agents."
The others laughed. "Yes; and if you could get hold of

Anne you might persuade her to sign an order for the release
of our comrades."

^^

Desmond did not answer, but sat thinking for a few minutes
it IS not so impossible as you seem to imagine," he said at
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Ue might either make these men drunk in.l .,-.. .

'

circs, or attack them suddenly on thlt; '

J^Tth^ld^course gag and bind them, an.l carry him he. o^totother place that we might decide upon, and force him to !
"

us an order for the boatmen to take us Jro^ 1 ° ^

The two officers looked at each other astoun.led .t the

Kennedj-)"
' '*'« J™ really in earnest,

^JQuite in earnest. I do not see why it should „ot he

minister in E '^'as if^ T,, ""T"' '" "'" '"^ """

::r:er''^-"''"^^-°''''"'''-''''>--«hyH„ii;:

^

"I harfly think that it co„H fail,
• Desmond said qnietivue lulle managed to mrpi- ,.»• fi t> , ^ i"^'^'j-

....^.™th:eo,:pi::,--ii':---

. - sr?i. T. 'w "..i '.yi



188 IN THE IRISH BRKJADE

or at any rate sufficiently drunk to allow them to be despoiled
of their clothes, whereas you could have no ditficuh v in silencing
a couple of chair-men by a sudden atfick- a shai'p rap on the
head with these bludgeons ought to settle that aftair."

"Quite so," Desmond agreed; "and while .Mike and one of
us were so employed, the other two might throw ooen the
doors of the chair and gag Godolphin before he was conscious
ot what was happening."

" It all seems simple enough, Kennedy, and if it were a
citizen one would think nothing of the undertaking; but it is
nothing short of high treason for us thus to make free with
the person of the chief minister of England."
"That is a matter that does not concern me at all O'Xeil-

If we were captured now, we should be executed for high treason'
with the others, and if we carried off Anne herself they could
not do much more to us. Now, it seems to me that if you are
both agreed that we should carry out the plan, the first thing
to be done is to arrange for horses, or, better still, for a light
cart to carry the four of us. I should think that Mike would
among his acquaintances, be able to hear of a man with a couple
of fast horse- and such a cart as we require, who would agree
to drive us to the roast, arranging a change of horses on the
way. He could offer ten louis, which would be a sum that a
man of that kind would be well satisfied with."

"I will see to that, your honour; I have no doubt that I
can find such a man without difficulty. When would you
want him?"

"
"^

"To-night, certainly, with the arrangement that if we do
not come to the appointed spot we shall be there to-morrow
night. Recollect ten louis is all we can afford, but if he wants
any more he must have it.

" Well, we will leave that to you." Then he went on to the
others: " \\ e had better go .lown to St. James's. Mike can go
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out and buy us three shock-wigs, «ith which wo ca„ cover ..„,
hair and look our parts better. We had better .separate whenwe get there, and watch the entrances to the palace, gazin.
about hka rustics; then we can get into a conversatio.t withany servant that we see, and try ar.d find out fron> which ,loor
members of the co.u.cil usually is.suc, and at about what hourAU could succeed without that, becau.se we sho.Ud notice th,'-
cha,r.s wa,tu.g for them. Still, it is a.s well that we should
get all the information we can. There will be, doubtless
personages leaving who have been with the Princess AnnJthey might go out by another entrance, and therefore we should
miss our man."

"You will have more than the tMo ch.iir-men to deal with
your honour, for there arc sure to be two link-men with M.e
chair.

Mike^"'"'
'^ ""' ^^ ""' ''''•' ^^ '"'''"'' "^ ^"'"" '"'" ''' "^ ^'^«'

divlfw'
''''' ^''"" '"""""' '""' ^''' "'"'' "^ '^'"^ '^« "^"'-^

An hour later they set out, now so well .lisguised that noone ^vould have dreamt that the three Irishmen were officers
in a French regiment, and before noon De.smon,l succeeded inobtaining f.om a scullion employed in the palace the parti-
ulars that he rerpured. On .saying that he had but just come

to London and wanted to get a sight of the great p ople the
..-esentof as illing sufficed to e.xtract the informati^, frl
the boy; and Desmoid then rejoined his companions, and they
at once returned to their lodgings, where they found .Mike
awaiting them.

"I hiive managed it, your honour, but it %vill co.st twelve
iouis. I went to the man from whom I got the saws, and he
sai.t at once that the affair oouM be managed easily and
stire enough he took me to the shop of a man who he said
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sometimes acted with ciacksmen. Ihc follow was sharp
enough to see at once that it was something sj.ecial that we
wanted the horses for, l.ut after some bargaining he agreed to
do it for twelve gold pieces, and, if necessary, to get a change
of horses twice on the road. He will be ready with his cart
at twelve o'clock a hundred yards or so outside ine last houses
on the south side of the Old Kent lioad. I could not tell him
which port you would go to, hut he said from there he could
go to Dover, or turn ott' so as to make for Southampton or
^\ cymouth. It is to be twelve pounds if it is to Dover or
Southampton; fifteen pounds if it is to Weymouth."

"That is satisfactory," Desmond said. "Now we have
nothing else to do till ten o'clock to-night, when, as the boy
said, the council generally ends, though we will be there an
hour earlier in case they should leave before. Now I think
we had better find out where Codolphin's house is, and fix
upon the best, sjjot tor the attack, and how we shall each stiition
ourselves."

This part of the business offered no difficulties. They
found that the minister would probably be carried through St.
James's Park, and they fixed qjon the spot where they would
await his comiiiL'.

Mike was to attack the first ^jorter; O'Sullivan was to follow
close behind him and at the same mom<:nt fell the rearmost
man. O'Xeil and Desmond, »vho were to conceal themsel s

among trees on op])osite sides of the pach, were to spring out
and strike down the link-bearers, and then enter the chair and
bind and gag the nn'nistor. Mike was sent out to buy a pot
of black paint with which to efface the gildings of the chair,
and to reduce its apjiearance to that ordinarily used by the
citizens. He was ordered to get a supply of rope and some
wood to make gags for the men they were to stim. The others
were to post themselves at the spot agreed on, while Desmond

m.'-\
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w"'uM
"":'"; "' '!",'"";'"" " "" I"'"™ '> »'"''' --i"e..

...,d j„ko, „v.r .hoi,- c,„o,,„i.e, f„,- „„,v ihat ,|,n- >,
'H

ml u,k-me,, „,.,. „.«„„,u„,. A. „,„., of .l,o p, L ::

In half an hour there \v;is i *itir .>iwi

Shouted. H. (xruce the Duke of .Son,e..set's chair" Th-"

;;;
^">7

';'-f
t up .> the door. Next c.uue a call fthe c an- of Mr. Heury Boyle, uho was followed l.y Harlu"U.at..ey^_l, then the c^

Desniond an<^ three or four- other.s who had gathere.1 to see

b} the sentries as soon a,s the first chair was called but«;^ .^ar^enough to hear the nan.es. To his sat;:ttt;;
Ixodolphins Chan- was earned off in the direction they had

Presently the hghts carrie.l by the two link-men were seena,^ro.ch„.g, and as the chan. can. abreast of hin. l^ r^^
If J'
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Almost simultaiieoiisly the four heavy cudgels alighted on

the heads of the four men, levelling them senseless to the

ground, and O'Neil and Desmond sfjrung to the chair and

wrenched the door open, while O'Sidlivan and Mike hound

the four men and thrust the gags into their moutlis. Lord

(todolphin had been thrown from his seat liy the sudden

fall of his bearers, and was seized and hound before he was

conscious of what had happened. Then his captors assisted

the others in carrying the fallen men to some distance from

the path. A couple of minutes sufficed to cover the gilding

and armorial bearings upon the chair. The torches were still

burning on the ground. One of these was stamped out;

Desmond took the other. Mike and O'SuUivan went between

the poles and adjusted the leathern straps over their shoulders

and started.

Emp^-ging from the jMU-k at Charing Cross, j>a..t the old

church of St. Martin's in the Fields, and keeping round the

walls to Holborn Bars, they made their way to their lodging,

and Godolphin was carried into their room, which was on

the ground-fioor. Mike and O'Neil then took the chair away
and left it in a narrow alley, where it was not likely to attract

attention until the morning. Not until they returned was

anything said to their prisoner. It had been agreed that

O'Neil, as the senior, was to be spokesman of the party.

" Lord Godolphin," he said, " I regret that circumstances

have obliged us to use force towards you, but our necessities

compel us to leave the country at once, and it has appeared to

us that in no way could we get away so expeditiousl}' as with

the aid of your lordship. We will now set you free. I must

tell you beforehand that if you attempt to raise your voice

and give the alarm we shall be constrained to blow out your

brains."

Mike now released him from the bonds and remored the
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Kri.\.\rr'r\.. a MrstsTKR jr,^

A'-ife' fn.rn his mouth, fmt fdi- i fi. ... »i. . • .

-y fed Ht O.S. .ith u. I have .. ho.t.ti,.n '
;

•

:'

who n.e aro. W. „ro the three Krc.ch o«ice,- v'h'Houht you hav.. h.-ani, yos,..,..,ay oscap,-.! f...,n. Xe^;, u
«ean.jnx,oustogetoutofthec.ount..yas.oouas^^^^^^^^^

I be also
. ,..a,.antec to you that we have uo\|esi.„

or. ether your pockets or your ,,erso„
" *'

Angry as ho still ^VHs, it was evi.leut l.v ,he expression ofthe trea«ure,.-s f. . that the infornuuiou was a rell t h ,fo .ncleed he had supposed ,hat he had l.ee,. .arried oft v|^.;;^a,^eue.ies and was ve., uncertain as to :^1 t,!
" U^at is it that you re,„ire thenr' he asked after a ,,ause.

a.en th ' t'T'
'^"' •'"' "'" ^'^^ "« -" -rder upLn anagent through whom you eonununicate with France to take uacross the channel immediately " '

interests of this country, but solely, as vou say, for the purnoseof conveying you across the channel V ^ ^

Plujge your honour as a gentleman thnt the order yon
^-

. ."

(M648) asci ltd

ill fct

_^ ..,v;v.*rtL15|
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«'o a,Hve at the ml-I.e.. kIv. .. U.. ,,« ,,,•„{„ ,„ ,
,

^

HtUU, to FomJ..,, tl.uM,OMM snnuMli.In.Mlt KUiso. a.Ml. if HO Iwan.,.,,.,,
...^,,,^,,.,,^^^._,,^^^^^_^^^^^^_^^^^^

N..n ,M....| ,.ot .lHva(.„, Hi.-." LonI (i.„|o|p|,iM ...i.l cahnlv

r>« //. ,>v-v^,/ ,,/• M;s ^.. u-ill ,1 onrr n.nn „ Ik. /..,,,• ..,/
M.VV /'o...« u-Uh hin, and land then, in s.nn , ,,,;,, ,.„,, „
tiiniii'. '

nexir-t"' -fr',''"
"'""'''"'" "''^'^•^^•' ^'"'^'-"-. "'..Htnext/ he said, lookiii;,' uj..

O'Xeil look..| .t his .•omp..t„io„s, an.l then they spoke for amoment to-.tl.,. •• ^^ , „, ,,,.„„ ,. ,,,.,,,^ .^^ ,,,,',,', :!

he sa,.
,

"and .t ... our uucntion to have Joft vou 1.1^^^^^^^
l^aggcd unt. the .no, .in. ,vhen the wonun of ti,. hou w,

acceded ^o our rer,„est af once, we will, if you give ,.s you-nl o honour that you . i„ raise no alarm^uul'ay oC
"Thank you for your courtesy, gentlen.en, and for vourconhdence u. n,y honour. I a,n, indeed, aniior. to . uhome at once If I do not do so, there vill be a hue andZ

^Mll knoM' that I am m.sstn,.,. I naturally should not wish thisadventure to become a matter of common talk, in the fir^t

Jy"/;-.^^*:?.-;



place fM.can«e the i..,sit „„ i„ uh,..», .. •

tear that mv Hnvwt^ ul. .
"^ '^""'''K"f^. Kv,.r. ....w, [

• ''••'' '.."
':i:t!:;;:i:r:;rrr;''-'

'/"""«
on your rot,,,,, l„„„, , ,i,„ |

' "' ''"' '"''"''• "

c»" «ivo ,1,™, ,t . ;
",'," ' ,'". "'"»" """• V"U

»rror, „,„| that the „,lli,„„ v
'

i
• """ """'<'

J' h""*'! Sir, (.(xlo phin sad with .

"lust really complimo.u vo. , j „ ', "^, " f'"' «""'^'- 'I

for you r-
•

'^ '^^''"^ '"'3-^'>'"y ^^^'^^ that I can d-

K;o.t,yo..,i,e„si;y^'r ^::-^;:-7-
^'""t'-"^"'ese you wil, have uo .lidi.ntV .

'*" "'''">' '<""«•

oxhibitiou of French no, !' '"
^'"•''•^"^""^'- "''-ea.s the

'^ ^-VT purse . V p:2 i.
"' "" '"' ^"'^'^^^' ^-^' -t

O'Xeil took tb.se u >I "^,
'Z;:''^^''

""^ ^^"^3^ ^"""eas.

;One .ore ,uest^o '^^ ^ ^^ wl r^' ' V"'^
^"^^^^•

sedan-chair?"
««""tn.cn.

\\ hat has become of my

" lit ,rt £ :

" 1

"^ "

'r"'--^
'' "^ >'"" •'-"

1

m
:*{

1

ill I

W '
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" T fear, my lord, that you will have to have it repainted, for
l)efoic starting' with you we took the precaution to put black
paint over the gilding and panels; still, the lining and fittings
would show that it belonged to some person of wealth and im-
portance. As you have been so obliging to us we will gladly
escort you with it to your door.'

"I shall be glad, imleed, of that, gentlemen, for I certainly
should not care about travelling alone through these lanes and
alleys, which have l)y no means a good reputation."
"We are leady to start at once, my lord," ONcil said.

"We have a long journey to peiform, and although there is

now no need for extraordinary speed we shall be -dad to be
ofi;"

They were ready at once, having settled with their landlady
before starting out in the evening, telling her that they had
heard of a job and shoidd start early iji the morning. .Mike
and Desmotid fetched the empty chair, atid they then started,
(Todolphin walking with the other officers in front.

"This is the most surprising adventure that ever ha])pened
«o me," Lord <;odolphin said; "and it is a pity that officers
who possess the wit to plan an escape from Newgate, and to
ensure a speedy Hight from the country by carrying me off,

are not in the service of Her Majesty."

"We may yet l)e in the British service some day, my
lord," 0\Sidli\aTi laughed

;
" but I may tell you that my ^friend

and myself disclaim any credit in contriving the matter of
wliich you spoke, that being solely the work of our young com-
rade, who is at pieseiit the yoiuigest ensign in oiu- regiment."

" Then he must be a shrewd fellow, indeed," Godolphin said,
" likely to do service in any position to which he may attain."
They walked sharply. Se\eral times rough men came and

peered at them, but (Jodolphi,, was wrapped in a cloak, and
the appearance of those with him showed that hard knocks
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rather than booty would be the result of inte, fori,,, with then.On reaching Lord Godolphin's house thev p!- J t e solachau' on the steps.

' ' - ' uit scdaii-

" Good-night to you, gentlemen, an.l good f.,t„„e:- I,.,,lGodolph.n sauI; "the lesson has not been lost, and I shdl t ikegood care .n future to have a stron. escort
-

Ihey then crossed Westminster Bridge an.l made rapidlv forhe spot where the cart was waiting for then.. •> Vo , , .

hour after your tin,e," the man .said. '•
I bad begu, o i, kthat something had gor.e wrong with you "

"That is ,K>t the case," O'Xeil said! " but we have certainlvbeen detan.ed lor.ger than we a,.ticipated.'
^

" \\ hei'e are we goii." to '"

"To Rye."

" That will suit me very well," the man said. "
I have hiomU

ihcy sta.ted at once at a rattling pace, the animals, tl.ou.d,but sorry-look.ng creatu.-es, being speedv an.l accust„„ tong journeys. It was evident from\he man's n.an e
•

,behoved h,s passenge..s were cn.cksmen who had just sue J 1

that thej had b,-ought no luggage with then.. They d,d notcare to undecene bin.. Mike ha.l brought with him a b tie

". n had felt at be.ng kept waiting for then.. Twice durin.. the
;--y they cha,.ged horses, each tin.e at sn.all wavside i.

"

some pass wonl, give,, by the driver, at ot.ce 'roused t e.u.dlord mto act.v.ty. But a few n.inntes wee spent in thehanges,and the hfty milesto Rye were aceon^plished in s ^^
J
O.U.- a ^-e,,. n,,r.ual ..te of sped along the badlv-kopt road
f lupenod. ^^hen the car drew up i„ t,,, „i,, street ofw, the four occ,,pa„ts were scarce able to stanrl. so bruisedan.l shaken we.e they by then, rapid passage ove. th. rou^^h

iff f»
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road. They handeu the twelve pouiuls agreed upon to the diiver,
adding another as a token of their satisfaction at the sj.eed at
which ho had (hi veil them, and then on.iuired for the house of
^\ dh'am Dawkins. It was close l.y, and upon knocking at the
door it was o)HMH"d ],y the man himself.

"I have a message to delivei' to j-ou in private," O'Xeil said.
The man iKxlded, and led the way indoors, where the letter
was handed to him.

" I1iat is all riudit," he said. " ^fy r-ift is always ready to
set sail at an hour's notice, and if the wind holds fair I will
land you on the French coast before nightfall. I see that your
business is urgent, or you would not have put on disguises before
leaving London. I suppose you have biought other clothes to
land in?"

" \\'e have not," O'Xeil said. " We came away in such a
hurry that we did not think of it until on the road, and then
we thought that we might procure them here."

" There will be no ditiiculty about that," the sailor said. "
I

will go out and warn my men that we shall sail in half an
hour, and then I can get any garments that you desire; for
doubtless you do not wish to attract comment by the pur-
chase of ch^thes that would seem unfitted to your present
position f

" That is so," O'.Sullivan said, "and we shall gladly embrace
your ofler. We should .e three suits such as are worn by
persons of fair position in France, and one proper for a serving
man." ^

" I cannot get you quite French fashion, sir, but they do
not difler much from our own ; and with a cloak each, I have no
doul)t that you would pass without attracting attention-that
IS, of course, if you speak French well."

"As well as English," O'Xeil said. "Here are seven
pounds HI gold, which will, I should think, be sufficient; if
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I
i

not,je are „..vidod with Fren.k ,okI fn,- use after landi,,,

is he excess a.ul you ca„ settle with n.e afterwar.is
"

la three-quarters of an hour after their arrival at live thevvere drosse. u. th..ir new .lis,uis.s and on board tlu'lS
"gger, wh,eh at onee started down the ri^c:, which w
that t^e.uch .ore free fron. shoals ^

"Vour ..oat seems fas,," l,es,„ond remark,.!, as, havin.^cleared the mouth of the river, she ,.u, out to sea
"

m./ ,"/"''' '"•' ^'"^ ^•^^'-^t tl'i",^' that sails our of KyoS needs be, for the ,entlenn.n who c..me to UK. an. alwavl'i;;
'i lUH I \ .

"

II I
suppose you have no fear of K„.Ii..I, crui>ers/'-

Inveriv?";
^''"^^'" ""'"' >-'""-"A^'''t with vou, and'- onl^ to showtt to any Kn.li.h ship of war that overhauls

.
o tl^n,toletus,oonatonce.

I am careful when I ;
o t fa,, there are nund.ers of ,/..... .„ ,,,„,,„;„, ,,,^. .^, ^f-^oyer, even ,f caught by them it would be but a ten.por v
;^-t.on,forIan>wellknownat|.:t:,pb.,.hich^^ Z^^
m3^IK>rt, unless specially directed t.. L,nd n.y passen,..r. ':

The wind was fresh and favourable, and a, six „Vl..cl< in ,1,0

M^e nee.1 have ,.o fear of then,,' Uilli.m DawkinssaidIheu hcjtenant ,s paid handson.ely for keeping his eve^hhut and asking no questions."
^ •

" Ho you are back again," the oHicer said. '• Whv ii is nota week since you were here:-'
'

" No, it is but six days since 1 sailud."

m h
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" And you have four passoiigor.s
.'"

" That's the number, sir. The Irish gentlemen are desirous
of entering the ser\ ice of France."
The otlicer nodded. " ^\•ell, gentlemer., you will find ,,k.„tv

of your countrymen in Paris; and, as everyone knows, there
are no l)etter or braver soldiers in His Maje-sty's service."

The frioiuis had already eiu,nired from \\illian. Dawkins
whether there was any passage-money t(^ pay, saying that they
had lorgotten to ask before staiting.

"Not at all. 1 am well paid by Government. My boat is
always retained at a price that suits me well, and I get so much
extra for every voyage I make. No, sir, thank you; I will
take nothing for my.self ; but if you like 1 1 give half a guinea
to the crew to drink success to yon, I will not say no."
The party made no stay at Etiij^les, but at once ordered

a chai.se and post-horses; then, changing at every post-huuse,
and suffering vastly less discomfort than they experienced in
the journey to Kye-the roads being better kept in France
than they were on the English side of the channel-they
arrived in Paris at eleven oVl(»ck next day.

CHAPTER XI

ON THE FRUNTIKR

r\^ entering the barrack yard they found that the regiment
V/ had marched ten days before for the frontier, and that
Lord Galmoy's regiment had taken th.'ir jiluce They went ;.t
once to his quarters and told him that, having eftected their
escape, they had travelled with all speed to inform the kino^ of
the determination of the Englisli (Jov.Tnment to bring "the
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Irish officers to execution, .u,d to i,„ploro hin, to iruervco in
their favour.

s.iKl; hut as you have „o u,.if,.rms, and the king is ve/v
strict on matters of eti-iuelas throe of mv officers will K-ndyou their suits and swords. \\ ,,ile they^re being fetche.1,

t do.„ and share iny meal, for doubtless you have no
waited to eat on the road."

He then gave the necessary instructions, and half an hour

horseback for \ er.sailles. The king had just returned from
hunting, and it vas an hour before Lord Galmoy could obtain
an audience with him. He had on the road tol.i the others he
elt sure that the king, who was well served hy his agents in
London, had already l>e,ncl of the intention of the En.dish
Government, but as to whether he ha.l sent off a remonstrance
ne was of course ignorant.

" I shall press the matter strongly upon him, an.I point out
the deep feeling that will be excited throughout his Irish
and Scotch troops if nothing is done to save the prisoners
Loms IS a politic monarch," he sai<l, "and, knowing our worth
and that of his Scotch soldiers, I think that he will on mv
representations, bestir himself. Wauchop has manv time's
performed brilliant services and deserves well of France' How
ever, we shall see."

When they were admitted to the audience Lor.l (i,]mov
introduced the three soldiers of OT,rien-s regiment as comin'.
that morning to Paris, having effected their escape froir Xc-u"
gate. As he repeated their names the king looked sharply at
Desmond. ^ -

"Ah, ah!" he said, "so our young ensign is in the thick of
adventures again. These we will henr presently. Wdl my
lord, why have th ne here so Imn iedly afte. their arrivd '''

iffi^

: HI
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"They came to inf„ini \,hu- Majesty tliiit ihe English
<;oven.n..M,t have (l..ten.m„ ,1 u> ..xe.ute C.K.nel Fmncig
A\auch..i.an.l the twelve ..(hcets .,f their n-ginierst wh.. were
on Loan! the Sali.hnnj raptiiied on the ('(.ast of Scotland "

Desmond, who wa- wat.^hing the kin-'s face doselv, saw
that this was no news to him, ;u,d that he was annoyed' l.y its
being now l),(,u,^ht to his notic.., for doni.tless the fate 'of a
colonel and a do/cn voun- otlicois was a matter that atie.ted
him little; and that, had the matt.M- not l.een fo.re.l upon him
he would not have troul.Icd about it, but, wh..,, it was too
late wo,,ld have professed eiiti.e i^no.ance of the intentions
oi the Kngl.sh (4oveTnme„t. He only said, however, "It is
incredible that the.o can be an intention to execute ofliccrs in
our service captured upon a M-a.like expclition."

" It is but too true, sir. A-ainst Colonel Wauchop they
have no gro,u.d for severity. IJy the convention of Limerick
he and all other otl. ,s were fo,n>ally i)ermitted to enter Vour
MMJesty's service; but the you,,;,' lieutenants have, of course
joined loi,g since that time and therefore cannot benefit l,y
the terms of the convention, and couM with a show of justice
be executed as English subjects, t.aitors serving against their
coiuitiy."

°

" AVe are afraiM that oui' remonstrance would have but little
efiect with the English Government."

Lonl Galmoy smiled slightly, for it was notorious that
negotiations had gone on between King James and his coun-
cillors and several of the members of the English Ministry
Marlborough himself being more than suspected of kavin-^
a secret understanding with the little court at St. (Jermai,?
He only said, however, " Yo,ir .Majesty has in yo,ir hands the
power of compelling the English Government to alter their
determination in this matter."

" How so, my lord?" the king asked in much surprise.
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" ^'oii have sire, many p.is.nuTs, Vycnr\un,n of tlio rofornu-.lrehg-on who ,...1 eMt,.,.! the ..-nice of th. iVotestunt.-noes-your eneuMos. a.nl uho were taken in Dnteh an.l iVn.ishow^we have..aptnr.... the...ta,,,,i.,Uu.s.ne rda^^

Vou have, then, mU to inforn. rh. ^overnnu-n, th.re that ifth.-y .n any way harnnhe Irish ..llin.rs an,| nnn-o.,nnns.i.l
oftcers „. then, hands y.,. .,,, ,, „„., ,,.,^.„,^. ^^ ^

iHthe.to t.eated as pnsnners of war. Then possil.K- a„exchange m.^ht he eHe-t.d. V.a.r Maj..s,v ., I hj,1
IJ.<^nn.ef..rsayi,^thatnnlesssteps^..;take;.lo^t^^
the.

. otiK.ers ues the nutter is likely t.. have a verv I.a.1e«ec on the Irish an.l S.^fh reginu.nts. .hnse ar<h

r' ''''
f

"'^^/'"-l •" tlH' fiei.l, he ...v,.,ut...I a. traitorsfor nearly halt of the n.en who are now s,.,.vin. have io n .l'

t he te n., of the Limeruk treaty. Th.-y are .h.v.,te.l ,o V..,;,-Majesty .s servtee, an.l are rea.ly to lay .h.un th.aV lives fre lyfor he eause of Franee; but it woul.l n..t he fair th, t t
•

'•There is n.ucl.
:, what you say, Lor.1 (Jaln.ov, andjou ertan.ly p,.,nt out a way hy whi.-h these othoers .„ .Jsave,l. A n^ssenger shall start in an h.>urs tin.e with tto the Knghsh (;overnn,ent. U shall he <leliv.r...l a, ti.ir hea 1

It shall be orwar.h^,l by ,p,,ial n,..ss,.^er to the KriM.h
nna.ter;undwewi,ll.veaprodan.ui.,n

,.st..dinl'a a^

tiired OH rt ^"'''T'''
'^"'' '"''^-"^ '^"' ""'^^^'--^ '""1 "'^» cap-tured OH the coast of ^Scotland are treate.i as prisoners ot w.^

! i.

MWri<Cli--r.,5g:MS^aH«MBIILti!^lMM--
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u-e shall retaliate hy treati.i- all French orticers taken in
foreign service in the same way, and that wo have ftutl... n.,.r»
offered to exchange an e.jna! nuniher ..f sn,h ollLvrs and men
in our hands for those held Ly the British (Jovern.n.-nt.'

"I thank Your Majesty most respettfnllv an.l heartily in
the name of all the f„rei;,'n officers in voilr service. Kvon
should, unfortu,.ately, the English Coverrunent refuse to
pardon or exchange their prisoners, it will I.e seen that Voiw
Majesty has done all in your power to save them, and th.-re
will l.e a general feeling of reprol.ation throughout Europe at
the conduct of the English Ministry."

" We beg these ofHcers to wait in the anteroom while wo
dictate our despatch and proclamation to our secretary. We
would feign question them as to how thev effected their
escape from their prison, and how thev have" made so spee.lv
a journey here."

Lord Galmoy bowed and retiied with the (others.

"We have done well," he sai<l, "better indeed than I had
hoped. Now, having .succeeded in saving our countrymen's
lives, which I doubt not would have been otherwi>e sacrifice!
I shall return at once to pHiis, for there is an inspection of niv
regiment this afternoon."

"We have been fortunate indeed," O'Xeil said when
Lord Galmoy had left. ••

1 have no .loubt the king had heani
that the English Government had resolved to execute the
prisoners, but I question whether he would have stirred in the
matter had it not been for Galmoy "s representation."
"I am sure by his manner that he had receive.l the ne«s

before," Desmond said, "and, as you .say, had not intende.l
to interfere. It was the suggestion that he might threaten
retaliation, and that the effect of his not moving in the matter
would be very bad among his Irish troops, that decided him
to interfere. He may have felt that any mere protest marlo

''(,'•
'i~;
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•> h.m w,.,,I,| have h.,| lir.I.. ,,,v,,. .„., j, ;, „, ,,j^ ,,.,

^.evpo..lHn,sHf ,oan.h„fr:lHU.Iin...,Ivlu.sJ,
»-' •'•-'fl-t.v. wc.a,K.n in In. iKuuls he ,.,ok ,h,. nKU.J.^^1^w.umly as w,. ccuM wish.' '' ''^

'" P-i"t of f,.,.t th.. kir,./s throat had tho .h-siml .ffeet uhI
t|von.omhsIaU.theiMM.nson.HoHK.,.,.s.„, J;!;V

'" '^ -l-'ntor of a„ h.,ur th,- thm, orti....,-s .-...v a^.n,. s,„n.-e<l U> th., kin,s p,.s„. Wi,h hin.uasat r"fH^r of rl,st,nguishe.l n.i..„ who„, O'N.i, ,„, os,,ii ,•"th roco.n.e.l as tho I)..k. ..f n.,...,-.!- / ^" ,

of ho French fonos ,„ Spai,,. f,.,,,, whi.h ho ha.l hooneoallcl .suddenly two days hofo.o in o,.,ie.- that the ki„. Zhad H great confi.loncc in him. n.ight .onsult him us U)Koneral plan of oporations in that'ountrv and i t' e , hi-foro despatching hin, to join the army in Flanders Thwas con.mando hy the Duke of Bnrguruly and the DnkI'

and b„v no n,ean.s agreed as to the operations to bo nndo. taken

t^iT t:^'''T''
'' ''"'' ^^•'^^^•^'^ ^^-- - -''-•^

'^ ""ght by h.s m.htary go.nns and infiuonce bring matter.
•' •. bettor st.ae between tho two dukes, and arra^g th
• " ;ome dofinne plan by .hich tho ti.ie of fortune' wh hh.u huherto gone agan.st tho Fn-nch. n.ight bo arrested.

he .<H,g appeared now to bo in a good humour. "Andn young sns,' he said, "I have an hour at leisure, and
-^ an. lu.ar a true a..ount of your adventures, omitting"othmg. I have no doubt, Monsieur Kenr.edv, that voeady w,t had no small share in the matte.^

" "

^dd'^.t Ar"V"r""'
''''"" ^ "'" ^^" '^' '"^'y'" «'>^-i

the uork u. its due Prominence."
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Tho king ...hI.I.mI. ,.„.1 o .\,.i| .;,„.
,,i ,l,.„ii|e.,| arcount of tho

n.atHHT u, whi.h fl„.v li,..| ,„,,,!.. their o.Hr,ipo ati.l mccovihil
in -rttnii; tlimisrlv

, , ,„tiv,.vc.l acins, tlu' cli„ni„.I in a vessel
Hi >li.' <;ov,.,„nM.„r s.Tvio., evplin-ning flmt Loth uiraii.s were
line enliiHy t.. D.-.nun.ls initiative iuid in^'niiitv. The king
listene.1 with g.rut interest, and even langhe.l at" the story of
the capture of \.o\i\ ( Indulphin.

"V.Mi have ail three l.ehaved c.vtre.aeiv well," he said.
" V..n, Monsieur K.-nnedy, have again shown th.it von possess
unusual sinewdness as well as daring. What "think you,
Duke, of this y.anig subaltern, who i.s, we may tell you,' tho
hero of whom y..,. have doul.tless heard, who twieo res.'-ued
Mademoi.selle do I'ointde.vtcr from th.^ hands ,,f hor aluhut..-?"
"I was t..ld the .story yester.lay. Sire, and was filled with

admuation at the Loldness and resource of her rescuer, who
wa.s, I heard, an ensig,, i„ OT.rien's regiment; l.ut eertainlv I
did n..t expect to fi„d him so young a man. He has indeed a
fertility of invention that tills me with .surprise. The other
ofli.'ers deserve praise for having so willingly followed the
leadership of their junior, and their generositv in a.s.si-Mn'n.r to
him the whole merit ..f their undertaking is highly commend-
able. It IS nf) ea.sy thing, Sire, to find in yoiuig otticers—
es[)eeially, if T may say .s... among the cadets'of good family
who form for the most part the staff of your generals -men
ready to exercise their own discretion when in difhculties, and
to curry out with due diligence the orders committed i.. them
O'Brien's regiment has m.rched to the northern frontier; the
vacancies in the ranks of its otKcers have been filled uj) "from
those of other regiments. I should, with Your .Alajosty's
permission, be glad to take these three officers on niv own
staff, a.s, leaving Spain privately in accordance with' Ymir
Majesty's orders, I have brought with me only Captain
Fromart, my secretary, aiul one young aide-de-camp. I

'(.
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rill". Ad.l (!..«• h.Mc MO iitv, with iii..tiey to l.iiy hoiHcn and out.
fit, anil with no more iliilling rcmiits and att.ii.linj,' paiadi-s."

"Hut not an end to \vorl<, () Sullivan, " DcHniond K.-nn.'dv
said. " Vou won't find rniirh idle time whrn you are seiviny
with the duko.

"

"No. H.- has tlu- nanio of l...inj,'a strict .ommandcr. spaiinK'
ncith.T hini.si-lf nor his .soldnis; and I have hraid that his
Htart' have a very hard tii f it. Huuvvrr, I am not afraid of
hnrd work when it is done on h.-rsH,.., k, and there are many
more chances f»f promotion <.n the statl'than there are in march-
ing regiments. Well, I dont mind -eing taken pri.soncr a do/en
times if this is what comes of it, |,n.vidi/,g always that vou are
taken with me, Kennedy, and are there to help me out of the
scrape.

'

"We should have to have Mike prisom-r too," Desmond
hiughed, "for without his help we should l.e in Newgate at
present."

" I don't believe it. I am sure that ev.Mi if he hadn't turned
up you would have managerl somehow.

"

In a short time the duke came out. "I am likely to he
detained here another week before I start for Flanders. That
will give you time to procure your outHt of horses and eijuip-
ment.s and arm.s. '^Ou will require two horses each, and
these should he good ones. I doubt whether, if you get proj.er
outfits, the sum that His .Majesty has given you will sutlice to
buy two horses. I have, however, in my stables here, plentv
of good animals that have been taken from the enemy, and
one will be given to each of you. Therefore it will be only
neces.sary f(.r you to purchase one. I am staying here, an.l
should be obliged, when you have taken a lodging, if you
would send me your address. I shall then let you know
where and when you are to join me. Is there anything else
that, voii would a.sk me?"
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little pleasure is to lio had in campaigning there. The food

is vile, the roails are lad. \\>n are choked with dust and
sniothoiod with heat. As to their making you lieutenant, if

you had your dues it M'ould be a colonel they shoidd have
made jou, or at any rate a major."

"There is plenty of time, Mike,"^ Desmond laughed. "A
nice colonel 1 .should look, too, leading a thousand men into

hattlo. If I obtain a majority in another fifteen years I shall

consider myself lucky."

Desmond did not share Mike's gratification that they were
to camjiaign with the ai'my of the noi'th instead of with that

in Spain. However, as he would be fighting against I-'.nglish

trcjops in either coiuitry, he concluded it would nut make
nnich difl'ercnce, especially as, 1)cing an aide-de-camp, he would
not himself have to enter into .actual conflict with them. His
friends weio heartily glad that their destination was not
Spain, foi- all had, like Mike, heard much of the hardships

sutlercd l)y the troops in that country.

"I know fi'om what yoti have said, Kennedy '.hat if you
had had your choice you would have taken Spain, l)ut, puttiui,'

aside the he.it there, it i.s but poor woik by all account.-. Vou
are well-nigh starved, you can't ::<•{ at your enemy, who knows
.all the mountains and the paths over them, is as ditlirult

to catch as one of their fleas, h.iivisses you while you are on
the march, and shirks fighting as the old one shirks holy

water. There has oidy been one fight which could be called

a battle since the war l>cgan ; and as for the sieges, it means
that you lose a lot of men, and have little credit when vou
take a place, especially as the moment you go out one way the

enemy enter on the other side, and there is all the work to be

done over again."

"I admit that we shall see a great deal more of war in the

north," Kennedy said, " and Alarlborough and Eugene on the

l.Vi^-. . .<
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growing impatient, short as their stay had been in Paris.

Five minutes before the hour they were at the rendezvous.
As the clock struck the duke rode up with twc officers and an
escort of six troopers. He looked at their accoutrements and
horses, and nodded his head approvingly.

" You will do very well," he said. " I can tell you that the
gloss of your uniforms will not last long in Flanders." The
other officers were Captain Fromart, who acted as the duke's
secretary, and Lieutenant d'Eyncourt. Mike fell in with the
escort, behind which also rode the body-servant of the duke
and the two c: 'ly men who were the ser-ants of his officers.

Once beyond ti.e limits of the town, the party broke into a
trot. The duke rode on ahead, evidently in deep thought,
and the five officers followed in a group.

" I see, messieurs," d'Eyncourt said, " that only one of you
has brought a servant with him."

"We only arrived in Paris a week ago," O'Xeil said. "Our
own regiment had left, and we did not care to ask for two
soldiers from another regiment, as these might have turned
out badly. We thought it better therefore to delay until wc
joined the army, and wait till we could obtain a couple of
good men from one of the cavalry regiments there. As it is,

Monsieur Kennedy's servant can look after the three of us,

and I have no doubt two of the soldiers of the escort will not
object to earn a few livres by looking after our horses on the
way."

"I think you were right," the other .said. "If one gets a
good man, a soldier servant is invaluable. If, as is often the
case, he is a bad one, well, one is far better without him. It

is curious how men who have been smart soldiers when in the
ranks are apt to go to the bad when they become servants.
They have more time on their hands, are free from most of
the parades, have no sentry duty to perform, and the con-

mmmmmBmB^SB^''mi^mgmmgmmm
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that the cause of France was seriously inii)eiille(l by his al)sence,

and it was at the ur^'( nt re(i\u-st of Philip that he returned,
for at that time the English general, reteiborough, was strik-
ing dismay all over the country, and if ihe duke's advice had
not been taken al! our othcers acknowledge that we should
speedily h.-;ve crossed the Pyrenees."

"And do the jwpulation ijicline towards Philip or the
Austrian?"

"As a rule they incline •nvards the party which seems
likely to win. Tlicv would shout in Madriil as loudly for the
Archduke Chailes as for Philij). Catalonia and Valencia are
the exceptions. There the balance of l.eling is certainly in
favour of t!- -ustrian, but this is principally because they are
afraid of Peterborough, whom they legaid as almost super-
natural, and fear he woidd take vengeance ui)on those who
deserted his cause. But there is no accounting for them;
cities have held out as stou* v for one candidate as for the
other without any ai)pai'eno reason, so far as we can observe.
AVc light for Philip because he is Louis's grandson, and it is

important in the interest of France to stand closely allied with
his party. But as for the Spaniards with us, I can tell you
that we have but little trust in them."

"But some of them are good, are they not?"
" We do not consider any of them o'f much account. But

then the Spaniards on the other side are no better; they seem
to have lost all their military viitues ever since their best
troops were demolished at Rocroi by Conde. That and the
destruction of their fleet by the English, and the drain of their
resources both in men and money, entailed by the long war
in Holland, altogether deprived the people of their m .rtial

spirit. The war is to some extent between the English and
us, because, of the allies England, Holland, and Austria,
neither the Austrians nor the Dutch take iiy great share

-'-?'
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partisans under leaders of their own choosing. But with I'hilip

once tirmly seated on the throne, with French advisers and
officers to assist him, and a few regiments to serve as a nucleus
to his army, Spain could turn out a force which would be a
very valuable addition to the strength of any Eiuopean power.
With Spain as our ally wo can, in addition to the force that
she can (.ut in the field, neglect altogether our southern frontier
and employ our whole army elsewhere. With her as an ally
of Austiia or of England, we should have to keep an army in

the south to guard our borders."

Two days after leaving Paris the party arrived at Peronne,
where a considerable body of troops were collected, of which,
although an aide-de-camp, Desmond now learned for the first

time the duke was to take the command. No movements
of imporuuice had taken place in the field, and as the force at
Peronne still wanted several regiments to bring it un to the
intended strength, some weeks passerl before it was set in

motion. The four aides de-camp, howevei-, had a busy time of
It. The main array was stationed in the neighbourhood of
Lille, and frequent commiuiications passed between Berwick
and Vendome. The allies were inactive. Eugene had early
in April met Marlborough at the Hague, and had concerted
with him the plan for the campaign. He had then gone to
VieiHia to bring up reijiforcements, and until these arrived
Marlborough hardly felt in a position to take the oflensive, as
the French armies were considerably stronger than his own,
and he had not yet been joined by the troops from Hanover.
Except to receive orders, the aides-de-camp saw little of their
commander. He was absorbed in the ditilcult problems of the
war, and was occasionally absent for two or three days at the
camp of Vend6me. He always spoke kindly to them when
on duty, but at other times dispensed altogether with their
attendance, and as a rule took his meals alone.
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force v;-ill, as you say, 1)0 fully twcuty thousand men, will

include the Iiish Brigade, will he led hy Berwick, and will

land in Ireland.'

At this inonioiit an orderly entered.

"The duke reijuires your attendance. Lieutenant Keiniedy."

Desmond at once went to the dukes apai tnients.

" Vou will start at once for Lille, Mr. Kenneily, and will

report yourself to Marshal N'endunie. I have ariiinyed with

him that one of my aidesde camp shall accompany the force

that is ivbout to advance, and shall keej) me informed of what

is being done. 1 have selected you liecause I know you to he

active and shrewd. The marshal is too much occupied to

send me such full reports as I should wish, and 1 look to 3'ou

not only to give me facts, but to convey to me your impres-

sions of what you see passing ai'ound you. Do not fear to speak

plainly. Your comnuuiications will be strictly private, and

your views will be thus of far more use to me than the oflicial

expressions of the marshal and his statf. You will, of course,

take your servant with you, and 1 have t(Jd (jtT three troopers

to accompany you for the i)nrposc'. of bringing your reports

to me. Thei'e is no prol)ability of a geneial engagement at

present, i "id until we ol)tain .some idea of Marlborough's plans

no extensive operations will be undertaken."

From the maimer in which he spoke Desmond had no doubt

that Berwick himself was in favour of taking the initiative

without delay, but that he had been overruled. It was indeed

of importance to the French that before advancing they shoidil

secure possession of the towns of west Flanders, so that the

great roads woidd all be open to them. Half an hour a^ter

leaving the duke, Desmond was in the saddle, and, followed by

the four soldiers, rode for Yendome's camp. According to

instructions he halted for the night at Arras, and reached

Lille at ten the next morniui'. lie at once presented himself
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TVKSMOXD (lid not remain long at the iiiarsliarH camp, but

1 ' aic<)inpanie<i oxpeditioiis that wvio sunt tu Bruges, lUient,

and Vpre.s. The inhahitants of these towns had for some time
l>een in communication with the marshal. They were hostile

to the Knglish, and had a standing feud of many years' dura-

011 with the Dutch. As soon therefore as the French columns
approached they opened their gates. 'J'he weak garri-sona that

had hcen jjlaced there, linding themselves luiable to at once
(control the population and defend the walls, evacuated the

town before the Fro-. ' 'Arriveil. Beyond writing confidential

reports to Berwick, ' .uond had had little to do, and spent

most of his time with his (jwn regiment, by whom he was
heartily welcomed, and with the other Irish battalions en-

camped near them. He and the other officers captured in the

Siilisbiiri/ had been given up as lost by their comrades, and the

appearance of Desmond in his stall' uniform was the first inti-

mation they had received of his escape, of which he had more
than once to give a detailed account.

In doing this he made no mention of the seizure of Lord
(Todolphin. He knew that the minister was anxious that this

should not get abroad, and as he had behaved fairly to them
Desmond considered that he ought to remain silent on the

subject, and merely said that on their arrival ut Rye they
had made an arrangement with a man who was in the habit of

conveying persons secretly to or from France to take them
across the channel.

" You amaze me more and more, Kennedy," the colonel said.

" Six months ago, when you joined, you seemed to me little

more than a boy, and yet you have been through adventures
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fipsh thomsolvcs ami thoir hoines, aiul nxlo into VeiulOnie's

camp »)i)?i iiftt-r iii^litf;ill. A Iiugc tent li;i(l Ih'vii ulrcady

erecte<l fni litiwirk ., u^o rinse to that of the iiiaishal, and

atiotlicr (Inst! liy fnr tlio iiso of the oHicers who niij^ht como

with hini. A (luaiter of an hour later a soMier oiitorcil the

aides (hMaMij)'s tont with a lar^».' tray.

"Tht' hnkc of IVrwiik hids me say, goiitlomcn, that he is

siippinL,' witli tlio maishid, wlin lias s(>nt these dishes to you

from his own t;iMe."

" I'lease to ^ive our thaidis to the Huke of Vemlnmc for his

kindness," hesnioml said; hut when the soldier hail left the

tent he went on, "
1 have no dnulif that this is the res\dt of

a sugi^estinn on the jiart of Herwiek, and greatly obliged to

hirn we niu-t feel. We h:id just heen s;iyiiig that we sup-

]»o.sed we shmild get imthing to eat till lomnrmw morning,

while here is a supper worthy of the marshal, and foni' liasks

of wine, which I dnuhl imt are gnnd."

It was ten o'elock before the duke returned to his tent,

when hi! at onee sent for his aides de camp.

"Tlieie will he nothing mnre for you to do to-nighf. gentle-

men. Sleep soundly, for we shall have a hard day's work

to tnorrow. We are to cross the Scheldt again at daybreak.

The enemy aie on the other side of the Pender, anil the next

day a pitched battle will jnobably be fought. Vou maybe sur-

prised that we do not wait until my foices airive, but we have

heard that Eugene's reinforcements arc within two days' man h

of Marlborough, and as they are more nun\erous than those 1

command it has been decided to accept battle at once. (Good-

night."

"The general is in a good temper," d'Eyncourt said as they

i-e-entered their tent. " I expect that his views have been

adopted, and that there wa.s a warm discussion over them."

This was indeed the ca.se. The Duke of Hurgundy, an ob-
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stiiiate man without any knowledge of war, had been in favour

of pushing forward, crossing the Lj's as well as the Scheldt,

and attacking the allies as soon as they met them. Vendome,

on the other hand, was of opinion that t..e army which was

now collected near Ghent had better advance against Oude-

narde, which might be carried by a coup de main before Marl-

borough could come to its assistance, which he might be some

days in doing, seeing that he was in command of a mixed force,

composed of Dutch, Danes, Hanoverians, Prussians, and Briti«h.

Burgundy then maintained that they should retire and fight

near Ypres, where they would be close to the frontier and

could retire upon Lille in case matters went againsfv them.

Berwick, however, at last managed to persuade him to agree

to Vendome's plan, as the capture of Oudenarde was a matter

of the utmost importance, and it would be as easy to fall back

thence to Lille as it would be from Ypres.

This Burgundy had sullenly assented to, and the next mor-

ning the army marched to the position fixed upon. This was

on steeply rising ground, with the river Xorken running at

its foot. Beyond this were two other eminences, on each of

which stood a windmill. That on the west was called the

windmill of Oycke, and that on the adjoining hill the windmill

of Royegham, the latter flanking the main position. Oude

narde being found to be strongly garrisoned, it was decided, in

spite of the opposition of Burgundy, to cross the Scheldt at

Gavre, and then to give battle to the allies between that river

and the Dender. Marlborough had, however, been joined by

Prince Eugene, who had, like Berwick, hurried on in advance

of his army, and the two great generals decided, instead of

attacking the French by the road from Brussels, to sweep

round across the Scheldt at Oudenarde and by other bridges

across the river, and so to place themselves between Vendome

and France.
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i

Norkeii to bo crossed before he could be attacked. lie was,

however, overruled by Burgundy, who had nominally chief

command. Marlborouyh took advantage of the delay and

posted his troops in front of the castle of Bevere, and sent

the twelve battalions at Eynes to reinforce his left, against

which he saw the main attack of the Fiench would be directed.

He then lined all the hedges with infantry, and stationed

twenty British l>attalions under Argyle in reserve. Crossing

the Norken, the French fell upon the Dutch and Hanoverians,

who constituted the left wing, and who, though fighting

obstinately, were driven back. Marlborough moved from the

centre with twenty battalions to reinforce them, and des-

patched Eugene to command on the right.

A desperate fight now took place. On both flanks the

ground was broken by enclostu'es with deep wet ditches,

bridges, woods, and small villages, and the cavalry were

unable to act on such ground. The infantry on both sides

fought with extreme resolution, every hedge, ditch, bridge,

and house being defended to the last. Seldom indeed in

modern warfare has so obstinate and terri1)lo a fight taken

place. Frequently the combatants were mingled together,

and fought with bayonets and the butt-ends of their muskets.

Gradually, hoAvever, the Dutch and the Hanoverian battalions

won their way forward, and drove the French back to the

village of Diepenbetk, where the latter successfully maintained

themselves. Marlborough then ordered General Overkirk to

move round and seize the hill at Oycke, which, although it

flanked the enemy's position, was not held by them.

This he did with twenty Dutch and Danish battalions, who

had only just crossed the river. He then pressed on and

seized the mill of Royegham, thus cutting the communication

between the French at Dicpenbeck and the troops that still

remained on the plateau beyond the Norken. Eugene then
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were clumsy and ditficult to move; and, owing to the rapid

marches and countermarches of both armies, the greater

portion of the artillery had been left behind, and only a

few guns were on the field, and these, in so close and confined

a country, were of little use. Desmond felt now that he

would far rather be fighting in the thick of it with O'Brien's

regiment than making his way alone along the lanes, impeded

constantly by columns advancing to the front, while he was

met by a stream of wounded men making their way to the

rear. At first all was exultation among the troops, for as the

Hanoverians and Dutch were forced to give way before the

assault of the main body of the French, shouts of victory rose,

and if was confidently believed that they would this day

aveng th.' two great victories Marlborough and Eugene had

gained ov. r them. Having delivered his orders to the officer

in command, Desmond rode back. Vendome and Berwick

had both dismounted, and weie standing together with a few

of their staff" at the edge of the plateau examining the field

with their telescopes.

" I have delivered your message, sir," he said, riding up and

saluting. " The general bade me tell you all was going well,

the enemy were falling back and will soon be in full flight."

" Very well, Mr. Kennedy ; by this time he will have found

out that he was a little too sanguine." The fire had indeed for

the past few minutes broken out with augmented fury, Marl-

borough had arrived at the threatened point and had placed

himself at the head of the Dutch and Hanoverians, and, ani-

mated by his presence, these had not only ceased to fall back,

but were in turn advancing.

" The battle is not won yet, Kennedy," O'Sullivan, who had

returned a few minutes before from the front, said, as he

joined him. " On our left Ave are being driven back, for a

large force has reinforced the enemy there, and unless our

^•ff^W^M
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I

Here a strong brigade, composefl of cavalry and infantry, under
(iencral (Irinialdi, Mas stationed. Desmond rotle up to him.
"The Duke of Berwick has sent me to ascertain, sir, the

position of a strong body of the enemy's troops whom he
observed marching from the river towards our right. Mav 1

ask if you have noticed them? "

" We saw them move away aftei- ciossing the river, but
have not seen them since. I should fancy they are engaged in

front of Diepenbeck, but the ground is so undulating and the
view so obscured by smoke that we have not caught sight of

them since thoy issued from Oudenarde— indeed the hill l)ehind

Diepeidteck prevents oiu- seeing down into the low land beyond."
"I will ride on there, sir," Desmond said. "Certainly a

better view can be obtained than from this side." A canter of

a mile took him to the summit of the hill at whose foot Die-
penbeck stood. He could see the masses of French troops
gathered in and in front of the village, but beyond that a
veil of smoke coveied the country and entirely obscured the
contending parties, whose position could oidy be guessed by
the incesisant rattle of their musketry fire. Turning again, he
rode down the dip thnt separated the hill from that of Oycke.
He had just gained the crest when he saw a large force march-
ing rapidly towards the mill. Seeing at once the serious
nature of the movement, he turned and galloped at full speed
to the point where the generals were still watching the pro-
gress of the fight.

"I could learn nothing of the force you spoke of, from
General Grimaldi at Royegham, nor on the heights above
Diepenbeck; but liding towards Oycke I saw them advanc-
ing at full speed towards the windmill, at which they had
already almost arrived."

An exclamation of anger broke from the duke. "This is

M-hat comes," he muttered, "of placing a fool in onmmand
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pletL'ly fallen, and tli.ii to iiiako llicir way as best tli,.y cMjiiltl

to the plateati; if that was iinpossihlf, 'tu niaich fur either
(Uient or Lille.

"The service is a desperate one, gentl.'nien, " Berwick said,

as he turned to give the orders to his oflicers, " but it i.-i

necessary, for if the force remain theie until morning thev
are all irretrievably lost. It is getting daik already, .ind ; .u

may therefore hope t pass imnoticed between the intervals
of the enemy. If you get there safely do not try to return
at once, but, like the rest, endeavour to make ofT duriuL' the
night."

^

Without waiting for orders Mike followed his mastei'.

Going down they met the remnants of Birons division flying
in disorder; they .separated at the bridge of Mullen, an<l with
a word of adieu to his comrades Desmond turned to the right,
and rode for (iioenvelde. Suddenly a volley of musketry was
fired from the hill to the right. Desmond staggered for a
moment in the saddle, and the bridle fell fiom his left hand.
Mike was by his side in a moment.
"Where are you hurt, mastei .'"

" In the left wrist, I fancy. By the way the hand hangs
down it must have smashed both bones. However, there is

no time to wait now; it is a matter of life and death to get to
Diepenbeck."

"One moment, your honour. Let me put your hand into
the breast of your coatee; then if you keep your elbow tight
against your body it will keep it steady."

Although Mike carried out his suggestion as gently as he
could, Desmond almost fainted with pain.

"Take a drop of brandy fi-om your Hask, master; it won't
take half a minute, and then we will be oft."

They continued their journey. The rattle of musketry ahead
of them showetl that the combat had alre.-.dv commonced cliiKc
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by Iwtweoii either tho .Mlvatiriii^' ticops ..f .\i),'vlc .)!• those
Mho hiul iT.)S80<l the hill of RoyeKlii"" .iiid (Jriinuhlis l.iiyu.jo,

whiih was |)rol)al.ly oiKleavouiiii}; to hold them in check until
the troops at Diepenhck ratuo hack. It was al.ea.lv too .lark
to distinguish the uniforms except at a distance of a "few vards.
I >ashinK on ho saw a dark nms-s ahead three officers rode out.

" Who are you, sir?" they shouted.

^

"I am carrying a report fn-m the general," he replied in
En-lish, and without .irawin- rein dashed „„, passing within
twenty yards of the column, and reaclie<l Dirp-nheck without
further interruption. In the centre of the village the French
general was sitting on his horse siurounded l.y his .staff. The
combat beyond raged as furiously as l)efore. Desmond rode
uj) and saluted.

"I am the bearer of order.s from Marshal Vend6me, sii, ' he
said; " he bid me tell you that a large force of the en.inv has
crossed the hills of Oycke and Koyegham. and is alrea.lv in
your rear, the enemy's right overlapping your left, while" the
whole British reserve is pressing forward, and will ere long
effect a junction with both these forces. Votir retreat, there-
fore, is entirely cut off. The orders are that you shall maintain
yourself here as long as possible, as it> the darkness and con-
fusion it is unlikely that the allies can attack von from the
rear before morning. The marshal himself holds the plateau,
aad will continue to do so. You are to nuke your way to-
night, if possible, in battalions and in good order, through the
intervals between the various divisions of the enemy ;''or, if

that is not possible, singly. All are to endeavour to join him
on the plateau; those who cannot do this are to make for
Ghent or Lille."

" Your order scarcely comes as a surprise, sir," the general
said bitterly; " we h ive heard llring in our rear for some time,
and we were afraid that tilings had gone badly with us after

M
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"II " llf at mice ^'jno onlt t • t ih.. troops heliii,,! tlio villa^'o

Ni»t any at t, irk tiiad.- in that

'iki'. ami I hi' latlcr tn.ik tlir

,
ami then, with Ik'smond •*

hi> sidf.

iitirtly, yxiii hidioiir," ho

ii_. Sur" \\i' were In. ky

.in;^hl whin yuii

'f tli.y hai! waited till

my nnitorni. I inii.,t

weif to t;ikc ii|) a j.o^itinn t

diioitioti

l)l!«Ill<'lid (|i>iii,,Htlt "I ;

two hoises, fasti iu>d ih

«caif, Ixiiirul his arm tir:

" \N'e h.iM' maih' a ii

said, "and have gut a t. i
'

ill {.'fttiiii: here. Faith ;

were haili'd."

" It was a narrow eseaj, \iii.,

I liad got a little nearer, mI h;

have surrendered.

^"It seems to me liia' we are likr .ii-, in a trap. .Mr.
Kennedy."

"Somet',i-.g like it, Mikr; l.iit it i^ luid if we eaii't get
thri 'igh thorn in the; dark,'

"'ri.i we will do, .sure enough,' Miki- said .onfidentiv;
"Kilt whiih way ,«lioiiId we go?''

"That I ean't tell yoii. V„u see, they are in stiviiuMi in
front, .Marlhoroiigh ami Kiigene ar. on the left and partly
behuMl us, and the troo|is y,,u saw lome across the hills aiv
somewhere in the rear. If it were daylight not a man of us
Would escape, hut as it is it will he hard if we caniH.i make
our way through. What I am tiiinking al.out dnctiy at
present is the safety of O'Sullivm, O'Xei'l, and d'Kyncourt

;

they ought to liave 1)eeii here as soon as avi; were. They
may either liave lost their way in the daikuess, or fallen into
the hands of the enemy. However, I shall not give thrm up
for another half hour."

The firing was now al.atin-. and presemly died away coir,

pletely except for a few scattered .shots, showing that the
allies had been halted where they stood, and were no longer
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" I should say, sir, that if 1 were to steal out to where they

have been fighting for the last six hours, I might get a couple

of uniforms to put over our own; they will be lying thick

enough there, poor chaps. If we had them on we might pass

through any troops we might meet, as we both speak English."

"That is a good idea, Mike, if you can carry it out."

"Sure I can do that, and without dithculty, your honour.

I expect the ericmy have drawn back a little, so as to be in

some sort of oider if we were to fall upon them in the night,

and I know that all oui- men have been lecalled. I will fasten

the horses to this tree, and perhaps your honour will keep an

eye on them."

"I will stay with them, Mike."

The soldier at once made off. The village was now crowded

with troops, all order was at an end, and the regiments were

considerably mixed up. The officers went among them saying

that an attempt was going to be made to pass through the

enemy and join the force on the plateau. The}' pointed otit

that there was at least as much hojje in being able to do so

as in making off singly. Many of the soldiers, not having

themselves suffered defeat, responded to the call, and several

bodies, four or five hundred strong, marchea out into the

darkness. The majority, however, decided to shift for them-

selves, and stole away in threes and fours. Of those that

remained some broke into the village wine and beer shops and

drank to stupefaction, while others, exhausted by the efforts

of the day, threw themselves down and slept. Mike was

away half an hour.

" I have got an officer's cloak for you and a helmet with

feathers. I think he must have been a staff-officer who was

killed w^hile delivering his orders. I have got a soldier's over-

coat and shako for myself."

" Capital, Mike ! Now I think that we can venture, and we

^',«'i#*'
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said, as they went on at a brisk trot. " I shii'n't feel quite

safe till we get to Mullen."

They met, however, with no further interruption. As they

cros-sed the bridge they halted, took off the borrowed uniforms,

threw away the headgear and put on their own hats, which

they carried under their cloak.s, and then rode on up the hill

after having first satisfied the officer commanding a strong

guard placed at the bridge that they were friends. Another

ten minutes and they were upon the plateau. Desmond had

no difficulty in finding out where the head-quarters were estab-

lished at Hayse, and, riding there, he at once went into the

house occupied by Boiwick and reported his rettnn.

" I am glad to see j'ou back again, Kennedy," the duke said

heartily :
" it is something to have recovered one friend from

the wreck. Now, what is your news?"

Desmond related what had happened to him from the time

he left, and said that a large proportion of the troops at Die-

pcnbeck had already left, and, as he heard no outburst of firing,

he hoped most of them had got safely away.
" I see you are wounded."
" I have had my wrist smashed with a musket-ball fired by

a party on a hill to the right, belonging, I suppose, to the force

that came up from Oycke."

"You had a narrow escape of your life," Berwick said; "if

you had been hit a little farther back the ball would nave gone

through your body. Sit down at once. I will send for my
surgeon." And he instantly gave orders for the surgeon of

the staff to come to his tent, and then made Desmond, wii,^

Avas suffering terril)ly from the agony of the wound, drink a

tumbler of wine.

"I know you are all busy, doctor," the duke said as the

surgeon entered, "but you must do something for Mr.

Kennedy, who is badly wounded in the arm."

wuy:^^wwz' "^i'cM
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"Yes, lif down ;it onte, Kennedy," Herwick said; "we are

going to march ofl' at daybreak, and the marnhal and I have

arranged everything between ouiselves. You had better try

and eat something, if it is only a wing of thnt chicken and a

few moiithfuls of meat. Your faintness must be due as much
to hunger as to your wound, for you have been at work since

early morning and cannot have had time to eat anything."

This was indeed the case, and Desmond managed to swallow

a few mouthfuls and then lay down upon the sofa, where, in

spite of the pain of his wound, he presently dozed oflF, being

utterly worn out with the work and excitement of the day.

Before morning some five thousand of the troops from Diepen-

beck had marched into the camp in good order and with their

arms, and as soon as it was daylight the whole force started

for Ghent. With deep regiet Desmond had learned from the

marshal before lying down that none of his comrades had

returned, and as they had not reached Diepenbeck he felt sure

that they were either killed or prisoners.

" D'Eyncourt will of course be treated as a prisoner of war,

but if the identity of O'Sullivan or ONeil is proved with the

officers of that name who escaped from Newgate it is likely

to go hard with him."

After repulsing the cavalry sent in pursuit, the army

marched away unmolested, being joined as the}'^ went by large

numbers of fugitives, who had made their way through the

allied lines in small parties. Marlborough's army lemained

on the ground they had won, collecting and caring for the

wounded of both armies. Two days later Berwick's corps

joined Vendome, and that of Eugene marched into Marlbor-

ough's camp. In spite of the loss that he had suffered at

Oudenarde, this reinforcement raised Vendome's army to

over one hundred and ten thou.sand men, which was about

the same force as Marlborough h.ad under his command.
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I

but to ampiitate the arm half-way between the wrist and the

elbow. The limb was already greatly swollen.

"Under ordinary circumstances," the siugcon said, " wc

shoidd wait until we had ri'duced the iiiHamniation, but this

might be a matter of a week or ten days, and there is no time

to spare, as the army will probably march away in a few days,

and travel would increase the iiillammation to such an extent

that your life might be saciificed."

"
I would rather have it taken otl" at once, doctor," Desmond

said. "The operation cannot hurt very much more than the

arm is hurting already, and the sooner it is over the better."

Siugery was in its infancy at that time; ana'sthctics were

undreamt of; but the surgeons of the French aimy had large

e.vperience, and the operation was \ery skilfully i)eiforme(l

for the time. The stump was then seared with a hot iron.

"You have stood it well," the surgeon said, for, except

when the iron was applied to the wound, no groan had issued

from Desmonds lips. "Now, your servant must keep these

dressings continually soaked with water, and in a few days

Avc may hope that you will be al)lc to travel in a waggon

without danger."

"NN'hcn the army marched away a week later, Desmond was

placed in a waggon half-filled with hay, with several othtT

wounded officers. At Arras, where there was a large military

hospital, he was kei)t for a few days, and then sent on to

Amiens, only the most severe cases being retained at Ari-as,

as another engagement might take place at any moment, and

the resources of the town would be taxed to the utmost. He

gained strength very slowly, and it was six weeks before the

surgeons pronounced him to be sufficiently convalescent to be

moved. "It would," they said, "be probably some months

before lie wouKl be fit to return to active service." He v.-.t=

sitting looking listlessly out of the window of the chamber

-^^ w^m.:.
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"Of course I have, and shniilil have ridden all across Europe

if it had been necessary. I went round by ruintdextoi'. Thi;

baron is laid up with an attack of j,'out, or ho would have

acconipanifd nic. Ho sent all sorts ui nicssagos, and s<» did

Annt!, aiid the latter informed me that I need not show my

face at tht chateau again until I came accompanied by you.

When I reached Paris my friend had learned from the s\ugeon

that you were at Amiens, and so here I am. I met yoiu-

faithful Mike at the gale of the hospital. I was glad, indeed,

to see thai he had come out unharmed from that terril>Ic

fight. When I told him I had como to take you away he

almost cried with joy."

"It will be the saving of him," ho .said. "He has been

going down the hill for the last fortnight, and it is change and

good musing he wants."

"He will got good nursing, I warrant." T said, "and the

soft air of the south will .soon sot him u])."

" It is wonderfully kin.i of you, Philip; but I am sure I am

not strong enough to ride."

"No one is thinking of your riding at present, Desmond.

I have brought down a horse-litter with me, and four of my

men, with the (puetest horses on the estate, and all you have

to do is to lie down in it, and talk with me whenever you

are disposed. You have a whole batch of adventures to tell

me."

"I feel better already, Philip. I own t'.r.t I have been

downhearted of late, for it seemed to nie that I should 1)C an

invalid for months, and be living in Paris without a friend

except Mike, for all the regiments of the Brigade are either

with Vendome or in S> dn. The sight of your face and the

thought of your kindness so cheers me that I feel capable of

anything."

" Well, we ivill start to-morrow morning, Desmond. I shall

^f*&«?*?
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Ko at once and see the direct... of the hospital and ,.. anorder for your discharge."
^

The next morr.iu;,^ they set o„t. Desn.ond had to I.e assisted.ownstans. H-e he was laid on a litter packed with ti^ugs. I us was ra.se.l an.l placed between t'vo horses ridd
.yt^uofdelaVallee'smen. De la Vallee hin^e^ t: ^ iace V the side of the litter. Mike rode on ahead leadi
l'esmon,ls charger, and the other two servants fell to the ^
... .eadiness to change with those bearing the litter wl d

I'ung noved had exhausted his friend, ,le la Vallee ro,le for-n.e tunc m silence. Then, when Desn.ond opened ev-l-uled

" Perfectly; I hardly feel any motion
'

Kvery care had been taken to prevent jolting. The poleso^ the later were unusually long, thus adding to their elL U^
-Idle, and were at thi.s point cover.l with a thick wrappi ,oMannel .ndages, which aided in n.ininu.ing the eH" ."t <J".y J.U. lie hrst day's journey was performed at a walkin-^
I'ue, and they reached Heauvais, tJenfv-five miles b

'^

;;-^.
shed. The fresh air and th^^

''cehc
1.

an. u. the aftern..on Desn.on.l was able to talk
ieerfnlly ivith in.-: friend. Tl

'"iiver.safi.jn, lliilip .sa^

iJesmond's .ioings untif he

lere wa.s, h.)wever, no continue.l

about

'•e told while sitting quietly in a lootn, wh
'H-cessary, as it was on the road, fur tli

•ying he would ask no .juestions

"as stronger. His story had better

lere it would not be

In tl>e evening, however, after partakin- of
"^ithout being asked, related the incid
hem, uf the battle of Oudenarde, and

e voice to be i

I)e.<

•aisec

•'^ leceued hi- wound.

Slipper, Desmond,
ents, .so far as he knew
of the maimer in which
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"'I'ln' whole (lisiiHtor was due entirely In the Duke of Hur-

guiidy, or iiilli( r to the kiiij;, wIk. iilined him in eonniiiind over

two getieralH of the highest skill and ioi)utiition. If he had

wanted to accompany the army, I5ur^'undy r^houM have done

so juist as our King .lames did, nieicly as a xcduntcer. 1 am

told that the king sho\ve<l great courage in tht; battle. For

my part, I think his presence was altogether a mistake. Me

claims that the Knglish are his subjects, and yet he tikes part

with a foreign army in battle against them. His being pre-

sent will certainly not add to his jMtpularity in Knglaud."

"I agree with you," de la Vallec said. "It would have been

much wiser for him to have abstiined altogether from inter-

ference in the matter. It was, of course, a ditterent thing when

he attempted to land in Scotland. Then he would have been

leading the loyal portion of his subjects against those whom

he considers rebels against his autho-ity. That was quite

a difFereut thing from acting without cause or reasoji as a

volunteer in the P'rcMich army again>t those whom he regards

as his countrymen and subjects. I am afraid, Desmond, that,

though it may shock yo>i to think so, the.se Stuart princes

of yours are not wise men. Legitimate monarchs of Kngland

though they may be, they do not possess the qualities that

endear kings to their people. From what I have heard, .lames

was a heavy pedant, a rank coward, essentially not a mm
to be popular among a spirited people. Charles had a noble

presence and many tine (lualities. But although his ideas of

kingly power would have suited us well enough in France, his

arbitrary measures alienated a large proportion of his peo[)lc

and brought ruin upon him.

"Your second Charles, in spite oi his numerous indi.scretions,

was not unpopular, l»ecause the people were wearied of the

stern i epiesslun of puritan ndo, and were therefore disposed to

look ^jnienlly upon his frailties, while they appreciated his

^jf^m
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goo< ten.,K.r and .v,t. II.s fatal n.is.ak. was .Uyin, ,„..,.,„• ..,
use y wuh „,s^-_, ,,,evou. nnstak. in.l..,.! wlun wo ,v,.h.,uIk.

t!.a fur contunes the two natiu... ha.l Ikvm l.i„..,Iv o,,,„,so,| t..
each other. As for his I.,othn-. ho forfeited hi.s throne hv his
loa,m..s towvu-,

.
the Catholie (lundUn .h..c eonnnuni.;. he

y- -"l-ny the Stnart kin.^s were not a .sueee.,. As ,o
.
ames HI, a.s you eall hi.u, I know nnthin, hevon.l the fa.t

that he .s a ,,rote.e of the kin^ nf |.Vann.. an.l has now fon.hl
a.'a.nst h.s ow.. peo,,le-a I lun.l-r, as it seen.- to uu, ,.i Theworst knul. an.l one whi.h . ,vrtain to alienate n.anv of hissupi-t-^ '.r. the uth.r side of the water. N\ere he r,; n.ount
the throne ,t would l,e partly d„e to the ai.l of French troops
a..d French money n.en and n,o, ., n.ind ,..,., of a ,K,wer
a war..thK,.,,a.,: He would therefore nec.^riirn^;
lu Ics II, be regarded a.s a prot,,,V. of France. He wonhl he

»»ourd ,n grut.tu(h, to Louis, an.l the po.Mtion of Kn-dandwould he altogether changed; she wouh/ become the afiv. Ifhpain and iManco, her ancient enemies, and opponent of' her
...sent .dhe, Holland. Austria. IVotestant ILmany, and

Desmond was silent. He could not hut agree with what
h.^ fnend .saul. and had himself considered that ir was a most
unw,se step fop Ja.nes to appear in the held fi.d.ting a-'ainst
h.s countrymen. "F don't think I am strong en^u.l.^o ,;:;;.U.P he saul with a smile, after a long pan.., '-and I .r.n-;mean to give you a victory whe.i I am fighting un-l,,- <Iis-
-'--tages. The Stuarts certainly ..ever^lid ^nv s .e. al

"Stua.ts rather than to that of Anne, who i.., after all. of the

brain is not so dull as it is at present."
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'I'hvy hIpjiI the iirxt iui,'ht at I'oiittiisc, luuin^ iiiailo a .sonn'

wliJit whurt jouriH-y, ihuiigli IKhiudikI in'otenttil that he ft-lt

•juite t'ljual ti» j^oiiij^ on to I'uriH. " Voii are u yood ileal Itottcr

today, heHinoritl, but there is no hurry, luul we will take

uiattiTH ((uietly. If you roiitiiiue to make iiuproveim.'iil we

vli.ill l)e able in another day or two to travel faster; and I

htipe that, before we ;,'et to the end of our journey, you will

be strong enough to «it your hor«e for a few miles ea<h day."

They made no stay in raris, but proc • ded on their way

the morning after their arrival. .Melun an«l .Montargis were

their ne.\t halting -places. Desmond was gaining strength

rapidly. Hi.s goinl spirits were returning, un<l at their eveiiin-;

halt he had been able to recite the history of his esia|)0 from

Kngland. His wound had a less angiy appearance, and on the

day of their leaving Montargis the horses, at his request,

oeea.sionally broke into a trot for u mile or two.

" Vou are looking paler. I think the motion is too much

for you," Philip said after «ine of these occasions when they

again settled down to a walking pace.

"I feel u bit tired, Philip, Imt one nuist make a beginning,

and I shall never get strong unless 1 begin to use my muscles.

At present I acknowledge I feel as if I had been beaten all

over with sticks, but 1 have no doubt that 1 shall shake this

otr after a bit."

This was indeed the case, and on the last three days of their

journey to I'ointdextei' he sat his horse for two or three

hoiu-s. Philip had, on the last day, sent on one of his men

to inform the baron that he would arrive that evening with

Desmond, and as they were seen approaching, the baron and

his daughter came out from the chateau and welcomed them

as they alighteil.

" Do not upset the young fellow by appearing shocked at

his appearance," the former had said to Anne. " It was

ij^^mi.i^mi. "l^^S
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tell you that I am very (litFcreiit now from what I was when

he found me at Amiens, for I had begun to think that I should

never get away alive."

"Do not let us stay talking here," the 1»aron said. "Anne

has hud some soup prepared for you under her own eyes, and

that and a glass or two of good Burgiuidy will du wonders for

you."

Desmond, indeed, was greatly levived, and was able to join

in a cheerful conversation with his hosts.

"We are both <lying to hear yuur adventures," the liaron

said, "and how ymi managed to escape from that jail in Eng-

land as you did and also how it was that we met with tliat

dicadful disaster at Oudenarde. It really seems that those

tcrible fellows Marlborough and I'rincc Eugene are in

vinciljle."

" They are good generals, l>aron. Beyr)nd troubles wich

the commanders of the forces of their allies, they are able to

carry out their own plans. The Dukes of Vendume and

Berwick are also able c(mnnand(!rs, but they were hampered

by the presence of the Duke of Burgundy, who on several

occasions overruled their opinions and ruined their plan-s. It

is to him alone that the (k^feat at Oudenaide is due. The

French soldiers fought as well as ever, and it was the position

in which they were jtlaced, and not the supericjr fighting

powers of the enemy, thai caused their defeat."

"But how is it," the baion ;.sked, "that with, as I hear, one

hundred and ten thousand lueii \'endume does not raise the

siege of Lille? It seems incredible that, with so great a force,

he should remain inactive while the enemy are carrying out

their works foi- the siege."

"That I cannot tell you, sir. We heard all sorts of

nmiours at Amiens, but it seems that Marn)orough had taken

up a strong position and entrenc lod himself there with .'seventy

thousjvnd men, while Eugene is conducting the siege opera-

tions."

^I^m
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reason why I shoiiM foi'l any aiiimoi^ity tn the pooplt' at large,

whose 4iialities 1 ailmire, and the nmjoiity of wliom are in

their liearts attathcii to the nmse of tlie Stuarts, and hate

those who are ket'itinn the king from his throne. I own that

I would rather that it had fallen to my lot to fight for France

against Spaniards, (Jeimans, and Italians, than against tlie

English.
"

"Did you lose many friends at Uudenaide, Monsieur

Keiuiedy f
' Ainie asked.

"I lost my two greatest friends," Desmond said; "at least

T feai' that both are dead. They were the two who escaped

with me from the English jjrisnn. They, with Monsieui'

d'Eynconrt, another of l>ei\vick"s aides-de camp, .started with

me t(j carry orders to the troops, who were all l)ut surrounded

by the enemy. We went liy ditlerent roads to increase the

chances of one of us getting there. I succeeded with but this

comparatively trifling woiuid," and he pointed to his enipty

sleeve, "but none of the other three got tlnough, nor did

their names ajij)ear when tlie lists were exchanged of the

prisoners capturcil, therefore I ha\-e no doubt that all fell

in the performance of their iluty. ^^'e had been great friends

ever since I came out, and their loss has greatly atVected me."'

" Vou are young, and will find fresh fiiends, " the baron said

briskly. " Do not let us dwell on the past. Voii lune now to

apply all your energy to getting .strong, jukI if \oii show as

nuich vigoiu' in that as in other matteis, I hope that in a

month's time you will be well on the road towaids complete

recovery."'

"I mean to try hard. Baron," Desmond said witli a smile.

"If 1 continue to gain strength as (|uickly as I have done

dining the journey, I shall certainly insist before long on being

considered con vale.scent.

"

Day by day indeed his strength increa.sed. At first he \\ inidered

alioul in the park, accompanied by Phili}) and Anne. f(ii tlie

UiU'vir, Ui thuiiirh ~oon „i e.. 1.;. .»...,.b ..»•
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li ran as follows:

—

Dmr }f(>ssn:ci! Kh:ysEPy,—l <iiii hiurtiht (jhfil tohmrojynnr

irsforntion (• hmllh. I uirnliniu.l i/.ni to Ilh MnjfMij Uhday, who

ira> pltn.0,1 ti, sjmil: rmj lixjlih i>/ >i<>ii. T/h' oiiiijxiitjn is viduaUij

at ou ni<l /"I- til'' jorsnit i/r,',. J/i< M<ijr.<fij Jnis nifonmil liw thnt

niin,n> rjuni'jes will /"• //"('/'' i't the .<i>rli><j. Marshal di' Villars is

fo oidarr lite Dab of Vvndviiie in tit, rommawl '/ ///'' iiortlwra

arnuf. Th< laft,,- has bun iinfiniuinitc, "iid vufjortinn- on the part

r.t a aoldtn >^ mjardrd ,is next door to a erinie. Certainly the defeat

,il (hnhmrde lea^ not ///>' faiilt, but had he taken my advice Lille

wiqht h'irr heev .<are,1. Dotihtleufi he vyi.< as nineh dissatiKjied with

me as I >e„s with h>n>, and /xrhajis with reason
; for, as yoii };,ion;

I am not aeriisttaned fo niiinr myjdirases. Jloa-ever, as His Majes/y

n-as phased to say, if is evident that hariiaj two ijenerals acfiiaj

feifjefher, each with an indejiemliut rommand, is a )niiiake, and one

that should not he ayain committed. Therefore next sping I am

to take th mmo'ind (f an army in Danphiny, and to cheek the

A"striaris mil Holh-ns.

He said, ''If yon can sjiare him, Duke, I shmild he glad if you

would let me hare fhis yoimg Irishman for a fiuo-. I shall promote

him to fhi rank of captain fa- '//<; great service he reudered in

cairying, as you son, at grievous risk- and ivifh the A«,s of his hand,

the in-der to the troops at Diepenhe'-k to scatter during the night,

thus saving no' id hast len thousand of viy soldiers. I shall also

settle upon him a pension of jiffy louis a mir f'V ike loss of his

hand. I ivdl send him to Spain, harmg had several romplaints

from the Duke of Orleajis'' (who, as yon know, is now in njwmand

there) "of the ineomj)et'^-Hce of many of his stajf." I said that

althmiah I had found you a most zealons and useful officer, and had

a tvarm regard fo- y<"-, I would if course acmie to His Majesty s
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Wishes in if.' mntfn: E„rl„..M i, //,. kit,,- is the order for you
to jom the Duh of Orleans, ond a private hit.r from w,,.<.lf t
the duke, giving a skdrh of your scrvirrs aod c,j,l.,fs, ,rhirh \rdl
douhthss gire ,,ou at once a j>!o,r in insf,r.,„r. I do io,f think that
this ,var will lost vrrg nn,h lo,.;a: Frono >s arll-n„h runod
h, the sacrijios sh.' has n.ade, and the drain upon thr alia, n.u.t
h" almost as great. Ther.for, I trust that another campaign vdl
hr,ng d to an end. If not, ,;on n,a,, he assured that n-hen th. duke
no longer requires nour snra^-s- .nd it ,. p.,l.l.l. that aft.r a year\
eampaigning he uill h heari:!,, tind wdh Ih. dqhndtds that he as
I did, xvdl meet n-ith from th, pn..radination and general stupidity
of th. Sj,anish-^you will he fr.e to return to no', oud / ,/,„// /„,

glad to number you again among the no :.d>, rs of my staff.

Desmond was sor.-y to leave the sorvi.e <,f ,|,.. .|„ke, l,„t co,.-
.-1 ,n„,nsoIf .v.th the hope that it .ould he -nlv ten.porary
.u.d the i,.-o.si.ect of a year's earniMignin^ „, a ,.eu- . ottr.t.y
"-a.s by no n.eans .h.splea.ing to hin.. Ther,-f„re, afte.^ writup^
a s,nt.ble letter to the duke, he took leave of the iJa.o,, l-oir.t":
dexter wnh many thanks for his kindness, and, attended hvMXKd, Started fof Spain.

" ^t'« ylad I an. to be on the move aoain, ( 'aptain Kennedy "

the sohl.er said us they rode away. "Sure, v^ur hon.mr, idllne^s ,s not good for a man, especially wh..„ he has lashin.s of
1.0 best of food and drink. When I can.e to buckle o,i n>vsuord-belt tins morning I fou.ul it would not meet within three

inches, and the coatee is so tight that I feel as if I „.,, sut!b-

\.27t''^- T" ''"'^
'' *'-'-'"" '«"'" ^^^•'^'<-^- ^''•"™ "''•-'t I

there
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sorry to leave the chatcjui, for I have had the best time I ever

liad ill my life. Kveryone was mif;hty kind, and seemed to

think that I had done great things in helping to rescue Miss

Anne, whereas I did nothing at all except to follow you.

'

CHAPTKK XIV

A MI.SSION

ON arriving at Madrid in the first \\eek in l)erenil>er, 1 70S,

Desmond, after putting up at an hotel and changing the

uniform in which he travelled for his dress suit, proceeded to

the head-quarters of the I)uke of Orleans and sent in his name

together with Berwick's letter of introduction. In a feu-

minutes he wa.s shown into his room. The <liike looked at

him in some surprise.

"Are you Captain Kennedy?"
" I am, Your Koyal Highness.'

" The Duke of Berwick has very strongly recommended you

to me, .saying that you had perfornied excellent service under

him, and that he }iaited with you with regret at the express

wish of His Majesty. He speaks of you as a young officer,

but I was hardlv prepared to sit' one so youthful. He saj's

that you are devoted to your work, active and intelligent as

Avell as brave, and as such your arrival is v, y welcome to me,

for although excellent in battle. I own that my officers are le.ss

de\'oted to the hard work and detail that are as necessary 's

bravery on a geneial's staff. By the way, I seem to have heard

your name before. Let me see, it was in connection, was it no*,

with that aflair of the Marijuis de Tulle and Baron do Point-

dexter's daughter T'

" I certainly had the gootl fortune to take part in that

affair, sir."
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cvniiii^j'H Ulk willi ilie otlicciB of uiie or other of the tour

Irihli rc^iim-ntH thtre.

Many of iIicm; rxpcditiniis wow attended ]>y »(insi()<Mid>!f

(laiijier, for tlio wais that h;\(l for Home y..ii> tlevustatLMl tlio

roiuitiy had ir.idtcd in j^'.-iifral disunicr. Aincd hands, under

the i>n'tfiM f actiii;,' in the interest of one claimant or other

to the throne, traversed tlie euuntry, pillaKin^; the Milages,

(hi\ii;,i.' ort" thu'is and lierds to the inountJiins, aiil rutld^•^^ly

shiviii;^ any w lio ventiucd to ofh'r the sUi Mest pposilion

Catahinia and W'dencia hud lici i the seone of the j^ieatcr Jior-

tioii of the cnntliets between the i;val claimants. Throujihout

the re-.t of thi ouiitrv the ixipiilation h'oken on aj»athetieui!v

at the sliiii^'-^hs for mastery, (aiitii,' In t litth' which of tlie two

foici;,'n princes reij^ned over tht-m : hut in tia' out of thc-wav

distrii:ts tlie wihier s|)irits left llu-ir hom-vs in numbers, enticed

hy the prospects of jilunder, luider the ica<lini< of one or other

of the partism eliiefs.

i csmond had from the moment of his ai'rival spent the

greater ])ortion of his spare time in the study of Spanish, and,

aidt!d much hy his knowledge of p'nn. 1: had made rapid pro

L'resp. and in ttuce montlis was ahle to coiiverso fairly iii it. It

was indeed esMMitial for his work, as without it he could not

have made his way ahout and s.-fdy delivered the orders of

which he was tln^ hearer. In the liegiuiiing of M.nxh the duk--

sent for him.

"I have heeu greatly pleased, C"ai)tain Keiuiedy, \\\\M tlie

activity that you have displayed, and am going to make a

further call upon you. This mis.sion is of greater importance

tlian any on which you have hithei to l.ecn engaged, and is one

which ordinarily would he entitisted to an otliter of highn-

rank, but I feel that I cannot do hettcr than pla< • it in your

hands. From what we learn, I believe that it is the intei-ieu

of the enemy to commence the campaign by cros: tlif

frontier near li-idajos. I'y so doing they can either ffl. ov tlie

valley of the fJuadiana to the sources of the river and then

?^»^--
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your mission has any reference to himself, its object being

to discover whether the magazines at Badajos are sufficiently

well supplied to admit of their being, if necessary, drawn upon

for the suVjsistence of the army; also, whether the garrison

needs strengthening in case the enemy should lay siege to the

town before our army is at hand to give bnttlc. Thus you

will ostensibly confine your enquiries to the amount of provi-

sions and ammunition, and consult the governor as to whether

he considers the force at his disposal sufficient for the defetice

of the fortress against a vigorous attack. Fort'.uiately, the

Spanish methods are so slow that before you get these par-

ticulars you will have amj)le time to ascertain the points as

to which I am chiefly concerned.

"You will befuri.ished with a native guide well acquainted

with the passes of the sierras between the Tagus and the

Guadiana. This part of your journey \\ill not be unattended

with danger, for the mountains swarm with bands of parti-

sans, that is to say, bandits. I shall, however, give you an

order to the officer in command of the garrison at Toledo

to ftirni.sh you with an escort of ten troopers under an officer,

to conduct you across the mountains. Four of these will

accompany you to Badajos, and remain with you until you

return to Toledo. Once in the valley of the Guadiana you

should have little chance of falling in Avith any bands of

guerillas, but an escort will add to your weight and import-

ance in the eyes of the Spaniards.''

"I feel greatly honoured. Your Koyal Highness, by your

selecting me for the mission, and will carry it out to the best

of my ability."

" In an hoiu- the papers will be ready for you, and you can

start at daybreak to-morrow."

" "NVc are going on a long trip this time, Mike."

"Back to Francs, your honour?"

"No; we are going to the western frontier by Badajos."

"It makes no difference to me, sir, where we are going; l)ut
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in truth I shall be glad o .^o ainul...... f t

since we came here, been found Ivinl d" d t^Tl t'T'between their ribs." ' " '"' '^ '^"'^^'

"Ves; the population here is very much divided Mike an.leven th, -e who arc favourable to Philip l.ue no
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never taken the sliglLttr.ubirtodI; so" ' " '""

''How long shall we be away, your honour?"

g^c^wou^ receive but little courtesy f;on. the S^^ltk^"
"

lhe3 are a mighty haughty lot," Mike grumbled "Ibeheve they th.nk that when the flood cam! the Smnishgrandees had an ark all to themselves, as they oouki Tobe expected to put up with a conveyance full of .• niuKd "

Desmond laughed.
'"im.n^.
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need some slij^ht alterations in your uniform—more gold

kce, and such like. So I had liest see about it at once."

"I did not think of that, Mike; but you arc right. I don't

know whether, as 1 only hold temporary rank, I have a right

to wear the uniform of a field-otlicer; but as the duke wishes

me to be able to speak with some authority, there can be

no harm in making the change, and the additions can easily

be taken otf upon my return.
"

" The duke ought to have given you the full rank instead

of the temporary one, sir. You have done more work since

you came here than all the colonels and majors on his staff."

"As far as work goes that may be so, Mike; but as the

work consisted in carrying despatches about on horseback, it

certainly atJbrds no claim for promotion. And indeed I have

no wish whatever for it. I am already the youngest captain

in the service except the young nobles who got their com-

missions as colonels without even serving a day in inferior

rank. I feel uncomfortable now when I go to our regiments,

to see men who have been years in the service, and gone

thiough many a desperate action, still lieutenants, while I, ifter

two years' service, and still under nineteen, am a captain."

"Yes, sir: but you know that you saved eight or ten

thousand men to France at Oudenarde, and you lost a hand in

the service of the countiy. That would count for a great deal."

" It counts for something, no doubt, Mike, but many of these

officers have risked their lives a score of times, and been

wounded frequentl\', though they may not have lost a limb."

"Ah well, sirl" Mike said philosophically, "luck is every

thing. And who would go soldiering if it was not so? When
going into battle everyone knows that a lot of his comrades

Avill be killed, but he trusts to his luck to get through safely.

One man gets promoted and another doesn't, and he hopes

that luck will come his way next time. I don't say that your

honoiu-'s promotion has been luck, but you have had luck in

being on the staff of the Duke of Berwick, and everyone
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for even if your horse could carry you over sixty or seventy

miles of laountuiu rouds in a day you wouUl certainly need a

couple of days' rest before proceeding farther. If you get as

far as Enniedio, which is in the heart of the sierra, you will have

done well. Vou will then have another long day's ride down

to Ciudad Real, from which place the otlicer with six of the

troopers will return. The general says nothing al)OUta non-

commissioned officer bu^ I shall tiike it upon myself to send

one to accompany you With the four men; it will take a good

deal of trouble otl" your hands."'

" I am much obliged to you, Colonel."

"Now that we have finished business," the officer said, "we

can talk of other things. You will, of course, put up here. I

have two or three spare loonis, and the accommodation at the

inns is wretched. I am always very glad when an officer rides

through, because we hear little enough about what is passing,

and as there is no sort of .social)ility jnnong the Spaniards, life

is very dull here, and one is very glad of the change."

" Thank you, Colonel; I will gladly accept your invitation."

The colonel rang a bell and ordered a servitor who answered

to show Major Keiniedy's servant where to put up his master's

horses and his own, to bring up the officer's valises, and to make

the soldier comfortable below.

" We shall sup in half an hour," he said to Desmond when

the man had left. " Two of my majors are going to share the

meal."

As soon as the valises were brought up, Desmond changed

his uniform, got rid of the dust of the road, and was just ready

when a servant knocked at the door and said that the supper

was served. The meal was a pleasant one. The three French

officers were anxious t-> hear the last news that had reached

Madrid from France. The conversation did not flag for a

moment during the meal. After this was over and cigars

were lighted— for the officers had all adopted the custom of

the country—the colonel said courteously, " Would you mind

i

SfK'Wt'-XS/ c •113 IBf.'.. 1. _
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telhrig us Major Kennedy, how it is that you, who l.y your

I
name are Irish, although yoi, speak excoliont French, have
made your way so rapidly as to ho already a major /"

" Not at all, Colonel. I am myself as much surprised at it
as you may he. liut, really, my present rank is only tempor-
ary I am going down to Badajos on a special missi.m foi- the
Duke ..f Orleans, and as he thought that I .should be received
better were I a field-oliicer instead of captain, he has -dven
me the temporary rank of major while so employed. I will
briefly tell y.,u how I obtained the other steps^ The first
was given me by the king on my appointment as aide-de-camp
to the Duke of Berwick; His Majesty being good enough to
toke an interest in me owing to a little adventure in which
I had become involved. It concerned, I may .say, the almost
accidental rescue of a lady who had been carrie.l ofl" by a noble-
man of the court."

"I remember now," the colonel said. "The lady was
Mademoiselle de Pointdexter, and her alxluctor Vicomte de
Tulle. It happened a month or so before our regiment left
Fans for Spain, and was the chief topic of talk. I recall your
name now in connection with the aflfair, and how warmly
everyone spoke of j-our gallantry. Well, Major, how did you
gain your ne.xt step?"

^ " I had the good fortune to be the only one who survived
of four aides-de camp who were sent off b\ the Dnl.e of Ber-
wick at Oudenarde to make their wav through the allied lines
\mh orders to the division cut off from the rest of the army in
the village of Diepenbeck, to disperse and make off across'the
country as best they could. My comrades vvere all killed,
but I was lucky enough to .succeed in rt.-^.'liitig the villa..('
uninjured, with the exception of a ball in the wrist, whi.h
caused the loss of my hand, and I may .say almost of my life.
It was because of the favourable report which the duke was
plea-^ol to make of this service that I receised my rank as
captaii,."

\i I
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"Tt was well oiiiiied too, sir," the coloiiol siiid Wiirmly. "1

confess I thought when you arrived that, althoiijih Irisli Ijy

iianie, you must have had sonic very powerful influence at your

hack to have risen so early. I'nhappily promotion often Injars

no relation whatever to merit, and one sees youny iiohles with

no other recommetidatioii than that of their l)irth pla<"d over

the heads of otHccrs of five and-twenty years' seivice. No one

is jealous of a man who owes his rise to biilliant deeds of

couraj^c or si.«;nul ahility; Imt it is gallinj; to see these young

popinjays thrust forward simi)ly by family influence."

In passing over the Irills the next day, u large party of

armed men made their appearance suddeidy on a height

above; but seeing that an attack was likely to meet with a

stout resistance, and as little booty would be obtainable, they

did not interfere with their pa.ssage. Desmond congratulated

himself on having an escort, for it woidd have gone hard with

him Lul he been accompanied only by Mike. On the fifth

day after leaving Madrid he arrived at liadajos, with the

sergeant, the four troopers, and Mike. After some formalities

—for the town, being close to the frontier, was lialile at any

moment to ])e suddenly attacked—Desmond was conducted to

the governor, a pompous Spanish officer.

"Are you yoiuself Major Keiniedy'i" he asked, looking with

some siu-prise at his young visitor.

" My name is Kennedy, sir, and I have tlits honour of being

major and to serve on the staff of his grace the Duke of Orleans.

I am the bearer of a letter to you from His Majesty King

Philip."

The Spaniard took the letter and read it, and Desmond couM

see by the expression of his countenance that he was by no

means pleased.

"I do not understand," he .said coldly, "why an officer

should have been specially despatched to obtain information

which I have already duly furnished."

"I understood from the Duke of Orleans, sir, that as
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excellont onlor, l)iit sliuiild thoio lio aii}' «lt'licieiicic» the duke

assuriMl lue tlial llit-y would Ix- at once uiado good."

" If you will call to morrow nioiiiing, sii,' the governor buuI,

" I will have noiiio of tlio otliciuU in whose charge these inatterH

are, placed at your disjiosal; liut I am convinced that you will

tiiid that my leports on the .stores and .immunition in hand

are fully borne out.'

"'J'he governor is, as I e-vpected, a good deal put out, Alike,"

Desmond said as he rejoined his follower, who was waiting

outside with the horses. " Now, let us find out the best hotel."

"Didn't he ask you to stay with him, your honour? ' Mike

asked in surpri.se.

"No; he is much too gr.ind a man for that, and besides, he

may have his wife and cliiklren wiili him; and howiM r much

a Spaniard may "'lace his house and all witl.ui it at your

service, it is very seldom that he invites u stranger to enter

it. Moreover, glad us they may be to have French help

in fighting their battles, they look with suspitlon and dislike

upon an individual Frenchman. Besides, I fancy I shall find

that these stores and magazines by no means tally with the

report sent in by the governor. I heard the Duke of Berw

one day speaking about it, and he said there was corruii

tion and dishonesty among their ofhcials from the highest in

the lowest. It is probable that both the king and the Duke

of Oileans have the same oi)inion, and that it was for thi->

reason that they sent me here, iv order to assure them that the

fortress is as well supplied as has been stated. With the othei

papers I have received a copy of the governor's report, although

I did not think it necessary to tell him so."

The next morning, on going to the governor's, Desmoni'

found a number of officials assembled there. "These are tlio

officers in charge of the stores and magazines," the governor

said. " Colonel Mendez will accompany you, and will see that

everything is done to facilitate your examination."

The go\ ernor bowed formally. Desmond returned his saliile,
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.,u then vont .low,, with th. Spanish .nl..,,,!. .ho ..h. , otI„-,al,s
f.>ll..wn,K. He saw that there was a„ evpn-Hsi,.,, of maluiot.s
ph^-isure T, the coh,,.. 's ' u-e, ,,n<l j,ue.s,se,| that he Mas I.v no
nicms sorry at the iiivestiKatim, that was f. take nla.e

"

"I think, sir," I)e.sni..n,l sai.l. "that it will „„t 1„. ne, e.snrv
or .... to have all these ofh. iaU .oi,,,, r..,„ul with Ms. I, will
he .mposs.i.le .„ one .lay t., .1,, „.oro than ..xannn,. „„.. .l.part
nu'nt As ammnnition is the tn..st in.portant „f all stores I
would suggest that wo take ,„,ly th..se i„ .-harge ..f the war
material.

" Very goo.l;" and t.irning to th.is.r I„.hin.l he sai.l " For to
day all those .save the officers i„ charge .,f the magazines can
he relieved from this .|uty. Th.-ir t,n„ will e..nn to-morrow
or ne.xl day.

With the exception of five or six all move.l away.
"We have three magazines i„ the t..w„," th.. ."ohuiel went

on, "so as to .o.s.sen the ehame .,f our res.,urces being .Lvstroyed
by a single hlow. Then- is the Central .uagazine, anoth.r that
.s known as the San .luan magazine, and the We.stern maj;a/ine

"

''
^^ c may as well visit the ('.Mitral one first, as no .hmht that

IS the most important one."

As they went ...., a party ..f twenty soldiers, who ha.l been
.Irawn up there, fell in hehin.l, while Mike an.l two tr..o„ers
of his escort a. at his or.lers, accompanie.l them Tne
magazine was f. .ed in what had formerly been an ol.l .-astle,'
b.U^ which was now US.M1 for another purpose, that .,f store,
.t« thick ^va\h affonhi.g prot.v.ti..n against anv but verv heavy
m.ss.Ies On ente.-ing what had been the eomt-vard Desmondsaw tha the greater portion of it was occupied bv stor. houses,
massively built, an,' .-overe.! by some five or six feet of earth,
ihe hrst of the.se on the right contains musketrv ammunition,"
o.cmel Merdez sai.l, "th • nexi two contain cannon balls;
-^vder ,s store, in the three houses at the farther end, an.l
'he thre. on the left si.le contain han.l-grenades. fuses for mine«
^'giial rockets, and other miscellanies, such as brimstone " ^
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" \V»( will cxaniiii<> imml)oio?io list, " |)i-^niofi<l Haiil. "Wliirh

JH tin? nrticcr in cliargo /

'

Ono of tho otHcials stopped foi wnnl with a k"y. l>o!<m(>ii(l

8H\v that \m face was |»a!(!, atui that Iifi hail a siilloM Inok.

"I will ask y«tii liefnrc we cnttT, " ho said, "how dftoti do ynii

fake stork of your stores? I suppose wlioii thegoveiiior seiidH

in his half yearly report?"

" V.'e do not do it that way at all," the man said. " I liavo

a liook; it was j^iven tome l>y tho oUirer 1 surreeded. Iloio

it is. Vou will see that he handed over so many barrels of

eurtiidi^cs. On ono side of the \m^o I put down the mmiher

of I'arrels issued, and on the otln'r the iiundier 1 receive, and

thus at any time, without disturhin^' the eontents of the store,

I can state the tuinilter ot lianels it contains."

"Then how long have you helil this position, sir]"

" I have l)oen in char<;e of this store and of those used for

powder in tho cellars tinderneath the castle for ten years."

"The man who:u you succeeded;- how long had ho been

here?"

" I believe he had been hero for twenty years '>r more."

" And his system of keo,)inj^ account was the same as yours?'

"Precisely. He handed his books tt le, anil 1 have kept

mine in the same way."

"Then it is a fact, if I understand you rij,'htly, that there

has l»ocn no taking of stock for the past thirty year.s?"

" It was not necessary," the otlicer said in a surly tone.

"There can be no mistake possible consideritig the way in

which we made our enti'""^."

They tioav ent^.-eil ^ store. It was .scmic si.xty feet Ion-

and forty foot wide, with pillars of masonry along ll^t^ centiv

to support the weight of the roof. It was lighted only by

small Ioo{)holos in the thick Avails. Four of the soldiers carricil

lanterns, and they were aliout to enter when Desmond said,

"There is no loose powder lying about, I suppose?"

"None," the ofticer replied. "The K'urols were all carefully
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The soldicLs had .sel to work at four points chosen at hazard

by r>esnioiid. The l)arrels, as they were taken down, were

ranged along on cacii side of the central path. When three

lines had been cleared out, one of the soldiers gave an ex-

clamation.

"This is lighter than the one I carried out last!" he said.

" Carry it out into the couit-yard,' Desmond said ;
" I should

like to look at the contents."

It was taken out to the court-yard, and one end carefully

taken out.

"You se.;, Colonel,' Desmond said as he looked at its con-

tents, "you would have been reduced to great straits long

before you expected it."

The colonel, who belonged to the artillery, looked into the

barrel, which was full of earth.

"Empty it out!" Desmond ordered. They did so; tl le

was not a single cartridge in it.

"This is scandalous!' the colonel exclaimed. "I did not

expect that everything would be found right, but I had no

idea of such villainy as this
!

" He turned to the men. " Arrest

the commissary at once, " he said. But that official was no-

where to be found ; he had slipped away as soon as the men

began to take doww the barrels. Some soldiers were at oiioe

sent off in search of him.

" We will continue the work," Desmond said, "and see how

extensively this fraud has been carried on."

The same result was met with in each of the openings. Tli.'

first three lines consisted of barrels filled with cartridges; llir

seven lines behind contained nothing but earth.

"I'ou see. Colonel, instead of having over three thousand]

two hundred bairels of cartridges, you have less than i

thousand. It is almost beyond belief! It is clear that this

fellow, and probably the man who was in charge before him,

have been in collusion with the contractors for these cartridge,-,

and allowed them to send in se\eii barrels of earth for every

m^g^if^Lm^^ii^rjsii^imA -x
•

"

siV'iTTS^ JH?i;^^'r:,r::,i::
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three of cartridges. No doubt they calculated that there was
ittle chance of the fraud being detected,-never indeed until
there was a prolonged siege,-for they would naturally serve
out the barrels from the front row as they were required,
hlling their places with fresh ones as supplies came in."
The other storehouses were now examined. The nimiber

of cannon ball alone tallied with the account. There were
large deficiencies in the store of powder, and indeed amon--
almost all the other munitions.

^^

"It is infinitely worse than I thought," the colonel said,
ana 1 fear that the store-keepers are not the only people

concerned in these frauds."

"Xow Colonel, if you do not mind, I should like to go to
one of the provision stores at once; possibly, after what we
have discovered, some pretext to stop further examination
may be invented if we wait till to-morrow."
Great as had been the fraud in the magazines, that in

the supplies of provisions was even greater. There was a
deficiency of many hundreds of sacks of flour and beans The
meat stores were entirely empty, although they should have
contained a large number of tierces of salted beef. This was
a matter of minor importance, for in case of the approach of
an enemy the people of the country round would drive their
cattle into the town, and indeed the allowance of meat to a
Spanish soldier was so small that he could do well without
It, existing entirely upon bread and fried bea,..?. Of wine there
was scarce half the amount indicated. A great tnimber of the
barrels had been filled only with water. It was late in the
afternoon when the work ceased.

"I should require a fortnight," Desmond said, "to get accurate
figures. This, however, is comparatively unimportant. It is
'luite sufficient to know that in no case is there half the amount
either of ammunition or of provisions given in the governor's
'3st report, and thai fraud on a large scale has been carried
on, and I cannot but think that some men at least of higher

(M646) "foiici
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rank than these store-keepers must have been privy to the

aflair."

"There has certainly been something wrong in the supply

of clothes, Major Kennedy. My men have had no new ones

served out to them for the past year and a half, although I

have made repeated applications during the past two months."

"Yes; I noticed whoti I walked about in the town yesterday

that many of the troops were almost in rags, and I have no

doubt there has been fraud in the clothing department as well

as in all the others."

" Well, sir, as a Spaniard I lament this terrible exposure.

Blame, however, must not be laid entirely upon the military;

the supply of provisions of all kinds, of cloth for clothing, and

indeed of everything but guns and ammunition, is in the

hands of the junta of the province, and of the civil authority

here. M:'ny of the members must be concerned in the matter,

and I have no doubt that the officials here are heavily bribed ,

to shut their eyes, and to arrange matters so that the frauds f

may escape attention. I know that once when I proposed

to the governor to examine some of th'^ barrels of cartridges

as they came in, he answered me very hliarply, and told me ^

that my business was to work the guns and not to meddle I

with the duties of the store-keeper." I

" Then do you think. Colonel ?—" 4
"I thi'ik nothing," the officer replied; "the governor is the

governor, and it is not for me to discuss his conduct in any

way, nor even to admit the possibility of his knowing of this

affiiir."

Only two or three of the store-keepers had been arrested,

the rest had slunk away as soon as they saw how matters were

going.
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CHAPTER XV

TREACHERY

A'^I^Prr""'"^'".
"^''' "'"^^ ^^""'" '-^"^ «^'d that thej^L governor wished to see Culo„eI Mendo. and MajorKennedy at once. As they entered the room thev sa v th^governor walking up and down in a state of great agit!:; n

officer "u^rt '"'"' '" "''' ^^«W)ing before thatOft er that :you have on your own authority phtced severalthe eomnnssanat store-keeper.s under arrest What do^sthis mean, sir?
" uat uots

deficlencrin'iff
^'"'"''

P."""'^'
^-d>—"ed enormousdeticencies in the stores, and there can be httle doubt that anumber of persons must have been concerned in th mtterbesides those in .harge of the storehouses, ^^•ho sale' briCniust have be... practised by those who supplied th goo

"
^those whose duty it was to receive them " ^

beg \haflo"^"^ r ? '7m"r '' "^^'""'^ '' ''' '^^' «"««. -<1

rel t of To' ^ r k":''''
"'" ^^"^ "'« ^" ^ ^1^'tailed

''I was right," Colonel Mendez said, as they left thegovernors house. "I suspected that something wa ™ver since he refused to allow me access to the mag'i. '
f

contractors, though he may not have been aware of the extenttheir rascality, for his subordinates may not on y ha^eaccepted bribes from the contractors to carry ou the fraudto which the governor n.ay have consented, btt may aL ha e

^^^^'''- '''- '^ ^"-^ «^ -^" g.eaterLsl";:

I'
What will he do, do you think. Colonel?"
ile will endeavour by every means in his power to prevent

U1

•;-i
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any word of your discovery from leaking out. And if T may
ailvise you, I should say it would be well that you should take

every precaution for your own safety. His position is a dt per-

ate one, for one cannot doubt that your report will be followed

by his removal from his post, his dismissal from the army,

and the confiscation of everything of whicli he is possessed.

Therefore it is almost a matter of life and death to him to pre-

vent your report from being sent to headquarters, and to have

you removed altogether. This done, the facts might not leak

out. It would be supposed at Madrid that you had been stabbed

by some street ruffian. And although another officer might bo

sent down to report, it is by no means likely that he would go

so rigofousl}' into matters as you did, but would be contented

merely to count barrels and bales without troubling to in-

vestigate their contents."

"But your evidence would be as strong against him as

mine.

'

"Yes; but that evidence is not yet given. He can, in the

first place, and I have no doubt will, suppress my report

to him; in the second place, he would consider it unlikely

that I should venture to make the matter public, for he has

powerful friends at court. He is connected with man}' of the

leading families in the province, and might rely upon beitig

able to hush the matter up so long as it was known only to

the heads of our army, who are not unaware that, although

the pay of a commander of a fortress is not more than sufficient

to ma,int: in his position, they, like mc^*^ other of our oflBcials,

generally retire with considerable forumes. Therefore, any

interference on my part would be more disastrous to my
prospects than to his. It is humiliating to say so. Major

Kennedy, but both our civil and military systems are rotten to

the core. There are, of course, honest men in both services,

but as a rule corruption is almost universal. Still, although

he cannot fear me as he must fear you, it is possible he may

endeavour to make himself safe by removing me also from his
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"I will be careful also," Desmond said ",,,,1 I th i

intcmatio,, that I have gained; butV
"

"JT ''"

:7C:
j"^ e„,..„,, e,peo.a,, . th„ ::z :^'ix::r

"If I were in your place I should mount mv horse at on,-..

it^ dX: l-r rr "^'^^ ^^-^^^' '-^^^^'
state of hf^. f

'

"'•' ^"'' ''^^ «-^'^"»»ation into the

"I think you may take my word for it ^^-.,•nr th... .u
would never .ach their destination ELfSi'tt^speakmg a -nessenger may he sent off either to one o the eb.,ds m the mountains, or to two or three of the contra tors-«ho a,e, of course, as deeply involved as the governor forhere ,s no doubt of their guilt, while no proofIn be ^ven

i^::!:^^:^^ " P^^^'^"^ >- - >--—ngers

adIateV <<ar\': "?f'^'-
'f ^^^ ^-^-^'^We," Desmon-aamitted and I n. ,st to-night think it over in everv wand decide upon what course I had best pursue."

^ ^^•

Mondthadsr'"'
''' '^^^' '' ^^'^ ^^^'^^ ^^^^' Colonel

'ee^tote ir^r^' ^"l^'"'"''
^' ^^ ^ ''^''y -^'-^P^ that we

P.il in L:^^^^^^^^^^
'^^ ''' ^' ''-'^^ >- -- shut'up in that

thrl;;
""" '''•'"'^ "'t'^^^^'-e '" ^>ur favour and bvthreatening reprisals obtain our liberty; whereas he^e " ha^
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(I the blow may come at any

II

I

only < lurselvcs to depend upon,

moment."
" Well, at any rate, your honour, we will sec that none get

at you unbeknown. I will lie <lown in your room aj^ainst the

door, ajid if the sor<;earit places a man on guard outside, it is

hard if anyone gets at you."

"I hardly think the precaution necessary; but there is no

saying what this man might not do in so desperate a situati(jn,

so I will lell the sergeant to phice a sentry at the door, and to

relieve him every two hours. I shall think the matter over,

and by to-morrow morning shall de<ide wli. ther I had best

remaitj here and complete my work, or ride at once to Madrid."

At ab )Ut two o'clock in the inoining Desmond, who had but

just dropi)ed otf to sleep, was aroused by hearing the sentry

outside his door challenge. There was no answer ; all remained

quiet. Mike leapt to his feet and opened the door.

"What is it?"' he asked the sentry.

" I saw two or three men at the end of the corridor. It was

too dark to make them out dea.ly. They were coming this

way. I levelled my carbine and cried, 'Who comes there

V

and at once they stole away. They could have been after no

good, for their steps were noiseless, and they must have coiac

up without boots."

"Keep a sharp look-out, sentry," Desmond said, "and sec

that they don't steal up to you, for if thoy do, you may be

stabbed before you have time to turn round. It is lucky that

I carried out your suggestion, Mike, and posted a sentry at

the door. Of course these men the sentry saw may not have

been coming here, but at any rate their conduct was sus

picious."

In a few minutes Desmond was again asleep. He had hail

a long day's Avork, and believing that the affair was over, at

least for the night, he did not even try to keep awake. As

soon as Mike heard by his breathing that he was asleep, he got

up noiselessly and seated himself near the open window with a
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loaded pistol. A., hour passed, a..d then he hoard a slL^ht stirm the street. Ho did not look out, but Knisped hi.s pi.^tol
lyhty. Iheir room was on the first floor. IVesentlv ho
hoard a grating sound against the win.low. It was verv dark
and ho knelt down so that he w.mhl be able to make out any
figure that showed above the window-sill. Ho ihouyht fir.t .if
rousing his master, but as ho ha<l anoth.-r pistol i„ l.js b,h
and his sword leaned against the wall n-ady to his hand, ho
liought It better to let matters take their course. He had
heard no further .sound, but presently a round object appeared
II. sight, htretchiug out his arm, he fired without a moment's
hesitation. I here was a soun.l of a heavy fall below, followed
by some muttered e.xclamations. In a moment Desnioiul was
on his feet, a pistol which he had laid by his pillow in his
grasp.

"What is it, Mike?"
"It is only a gentleman who had a fancy for looking in at

the wmdow, your honour, and I have n<. .loubt wo.d.l have
come in without .saying by your leave, if I had not cut the
matter short by putting a bullet into his forehead. He had
some friends down below. He came up on a lad.ler." He
looked out of the window. " They are taking it down now,
your honour. Shall I give them another shot?"

"No, Mike; let them go, the lesson has been good enou-di
"

llie sentry had also run into the room on hearing the simt
It IS all over," Desmond .said. -.Seeing that you ,.re-

vented them from getting in at the door they tn'od thewmdow. Alike has shot one of them."
There was a sound of feet and loud talking in the iiassa-e

and as Desmond went out, the lan.llord, two of the servim^!
nic« and several of those staying at the hotel ran up.

\V hat is It, senor 1 We heard a shot."
"Yes; a fellow tried to enter my win.low l>y means of a

jadder, but fortunately my man heard him and shot him
oerure he came in. No doubt it was some prowling marauder
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who, seeing my window open, tlmuglit timt there wan a chtince

of plunder."

*' Camt III bu.'" t\u; landlord excliiinied, "then we Hhull hiivo

eiKiuirics and all sorts of irouldo.

'

" I don't think you will, ' Desmond said quietly. " 1 fancy

he had sime friends down helow, and they will prohaMy carry

hi8 l>ody and the ladder awa\, and if you hold yoiu- ton^'uea

nothing more will be heard of it. Mike, do you and the

sentry take a lantern and go dtiwn aiitl .see."

The landlord hooked out of the window.

"As far as I can see jverything is (piiet there," he said.

"Are you sure that your servant vvas not dreaming I"

"That you will soon asceitain if you go down with him,"

Desmond said. "I fancy that you will find some traces of

the aHair tlieie."

The landlord, followed hy his two seivants, went down

with the soldiers, and then, lighting a lantern and handing it to

tbein, went out, keeping carefully behind them.

"There," Mike said, when he stopped under Desmond's

window; "does that look like a dream? " and he pointed to

a ^ 'tch of blood on the pavenu'ut.

" It is true enough," the landlord said. " Pedro and Lopez,

fetch pails of water and Inooms and get rid of this blood,

otherwise we shall be having emiuirics made in the mornijig."

Mike returned to his master, at whose door the sergeant

and the other troo[)ers were standing.

"There is no occasion, sergeant," Desmond had iust said,

" to keep a sentry at the door any longer. We can be quite

suie that we shall not be disturljed again before morning, and

indeed I am not likely to sleep after this."

" Very well, sir; but if you don't mind I will keep a

sentry on watch."

"Just as you like, sergeant, but I feel sure there is no occa

sion for it. Still, after what has happened, it may peihaps lie

wise to do so."
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^^cll. M.k.. I,es,„on.l .ui,l wlu.,. thov were aKnin alonothe o.„.pa,g„ ha. .,,,e,u.l with spi.it. This is sun'th niik

!

tha journey wuh the Hare, <lo roi,.t.lexter. when o xpccto.! to ho uttackcl every i„i„„to "
''''"

"Well, we got through ^'...t all rij^ht. your honour, and it i,hartl if we don't get th.ou^n this."
At six o'clock a volley of musketrv was tin-d
" I .>oy are practising oarly, sir," Slike .aid
"it cant be that, Mike, it is too close.

'

Thev Mould eobeyond th. outer works to practise, an.i hv thes, n tt.ort.n.y .uch nearer than that, though pos«i,.|y ..st ZZ^
" I will go out ai,d en.juire, your honour. >\-hen one is -u

Miice returned in an hour.
"They have shot all the prisoners we took veste -du-

-

mi tl! Th ""^'^^"r/- '^
''•' "^'t «'^ "'ore than ten

ZT:. l\V'' "". ^^""^ ^•"'^>' ^^ ^^"^"d and treachery,and were shot this morning." •

"Worse and worse, Mike! Evidently the governor isdetermined to get rid of all whose evidence might low
"y hght on this matter. Afte,. what has happened hr andhose sun^mary executions. I feel very uncomfortal.I as

'

(-lonel Mendcz. Will you go to the artillery barracks with

When Mike returne<l Desmond saw that his news was bad.
llie roionel had not })een seen when T got there and his

• Aiiothor witness go„e," r,o„„o„d sai.l, „„ l,„„„„r.,),|o

|l

ll



9M IN THR IRISH llRKiADE

!

gentleman and ft plviisAnt one. WoU, Miko, the mutter Imj-

comex more and more serious. Aftor this there is but one

thing open to mo. .iiid thut is to return to Mudritl at oiice.

When I relate the (MnuiiiHtances to the duke, he will si-c tliat

had I endoavouied to r.wvy out the rest of lii« insinictioiis the

ehanoe of my report evei- roniiiij,' to liand would have heen

glifiht indeed, ami it in all iiiiportaiit that he hIiouM get it.

i"li(' (juestion is, shall we mount and ride at oiue, or shall 1 u'o

Hud tak»! leave of the governor^'

"Of comso, yoiu- honour, you «an do as you like, but I

shoidd say that the sooner we are out of this the better. The

longi'r we stay here the moie time he will have to take eare

we don't get back alive.

"There was another thing 1 did not tell you, sir. As we

went to the barracks we passed some cavalry men t.ilkiiig.

They were arguing that the enemy must be march mg this

way, for at two o'clock last night teti troopers were suddenly

called up and sent off, the gates being oj)cned for then by

order of the governor."

"Just what I expected, Mike: he has written to warn the

various contractors that the frauds have been discovered, and

no dou.»t telling them that all messengers from hero must

be stopped and seanhed and all reports and documents taken

from them; that if I come my.self I am to be put out of the

Wiiv; and that if this can be done the matter can be hushed

up, an he has taken measures to silence all those who know

anything about the affair. Well, I think you are right. We
need n<.f mind saying goo<l-bye to this scotuidrel, as it would

cnly give him time to perfect his arrangements. I have nu

dou' "^ that be would pretend to be ill or to be engaged in

some busine*> that would detain him, an<l manage to keep nic

•waiting some hours before he saw n.i. Order the sergoiuit

to saddle up at once, het the men e.i^ a meal as quickly ns

possible, and let each put a bottle of wine and a loaf of bread

into his valise, so that we shall • • able to ride without stop
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p.n« any«-horo. S.-.y thnt «c .I,,.1I mount i„ twc.tv min.it.s
HM. they nu,st not wait to polish ,.,. thnr n..,mv.u.-nu.
loll th.tn to put phnty of fo,a«« h..,o,v th. ho,s..s. nn.l notf put the hn.lloM It. their mouths until the last fhi,,.' I ot
iM.li pour to.u- or hve f..,..|.H of corn into his fora^'e Ik.« "\\ h.n
yn.. have m.vou the or.ie,

, have yo,w own luvakfas, I .^n
MO . own.stuu-.s ami Kot Hon.ethin. there. I pa. ke<l n.y valises
ululo you wen a«;iv.

" .' •

Kxar.ly twenty n.iniites |;,|..,. ih,- lit,!,, troop started Tli.
»•"" I'.u

.
at Desn.oMcrs onlers, |oa.l..,| ,h..i, pi,,.,,, „„, ,,,„„

guns. Avonln.M the p.iu.ipal s.r.vts thev r<..le l.v narrow
lanes until they ....er^e.! Hos.. ,o the east, ;„ .'ate. Throu.^,
tins he an,l his followers ro.k. wi>h„ul ,ues„on, at a .o.i^t
l.^uo mm ,eyon,l the exterior fu, ti.ie;,tioMs. across the i„i.|..e
over the .uacl.ana. au.l then l.roke into a canter. The s.;.
K-ant ami me,, we.e m.t u little m„priM..| at the .su-hlet.
<lepart.u-e, for they ha.l suppos.,! that ,1h.v woiiM retnain f-r
so.ne t.tne at l{a.laj.,s. Dcsn.on.l .alle.l the .se..;eant up to
Ills 8.(le.

^ '

" I .la.0 .say you a,e su.prise.! at this su.hlen move, hut vouknow hat two atfn.pts were n.a.le upon nn- life last ni-'^ht
•' '

I l'.tvo no douht that thes<. wouM he ,epc,i,c.l an.l pcl^p.:
th g..eater s..ceess, ha.l I staye.l there. V<.r ,e.e .,....

ostenlay w.th two of your men v hen .e .liscove.v.l th,t
lar^e port,..,., oi the st.wrs we,-e .nere .lu.-„ni..s fill...| wi,h
yarth.

\\ hethe,' or not the gove.'u.M- was a p,a,tv to th.- frau.l
•

''"'•x't say, hut this mo.-nin.i. he ha.l all the%tore-k....p..rs
vl... wo,-e an-e.ste.l sh.,t. ;,n.l Colon-.l M..„.l..., who was pr.:,.„t
at the ,nvest,gat,.,n, was mu..|..,o.l ,lu,i„g the .nVht It is
ev..|..nt, the,-efo..e, that n.any pe..ple a,e inte,.este,l in p.event-

^' the .hscovery we made fn.m ^.min. known. Of cou...so
h sol.l c,.s who ass.ste.! wouM l.e awa,-e of it, hut they w.,u|,lnot venture to .sp..»k, .an.l it is only I a,..l you,- n,en'an,l n.y

r ant who have still t.. ho silon.-eJ. [ t-di vou this i„ onhJ
t'»".t you may impress upon the men the ,',ecessity fo,- the

iii

H

J
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greatest vigilance, such as they would use if travelling through

an enemy's country. Messengers were, I hear, sent otf yester-

day evening in various directions, and I have no doubt that

these were to the various contractors concerned in the plot,

urging upon them the necessity of preventing the news from

reaching Madrid, and perhaps to some of the robber bands in

the sierra. Therefore, instead of keeping the main road up

the valley we will ride by country tracks and a\oid all large

towns. ^A'^e will not put up anywhere, but will bivouac in

the open. In this way I hope that we shall yet avoid any

parties of men who may be lying in wait for us. The most

dangerous part of the journey will, of course, be the passage

of the mountiuns. We must there travel by one or other of

the roads through the defiles, and it is possible all these may

be watched. If we are attacked we must endeavour to ride

through them. If this is impossible, we will sell our lives as

dearly as we can."

" You may trust us for that, Major," the sergeant said. " 1

have no love for these Spaniards, and we are all discon-

tented at being kept down here to fight the King <f Spain's

battles instead of being up in the north, where every man is

wanted to prevent the enemy marching to Paris."

They struck off from the road when nearing Merida, ami

followed a country track luitil they came upon the road be-

tween that town and Torre Mocha. Avoiding the latter place,

they took the road to Truxillo, and late in the afternoon aj)-

proached that town and halted in a wood two miles distant

from it. Heie Desmond consulted his map. There were two

roads from Truxillo. Crossing the sierra the main and shorter

road canie down upon the Tagus at Almarez, the other passed

through Deleytoza and came down upon the bridge at Condo.

Beyond Deleytoza it appeared to be a mere mule track.

" If there are any parties watching," he said to Mike, "they

will expect that my messenger or 1 myself will travel by tlie

main road to Almarez, for not only is it better, but it is

i
,.|i'
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shortcT But, again, they might think that if I snsneoteci ^v,nnght be attacked I should take the road through ) I

e
'o 1and would at any rate make matters safe by watching bo'hroads It IS a difficult question which to choose." ^

best o do'^'Jo''

^'""'''
'f

'''",^'"''^ "^ '' fi^''^' '' -""W bebet to do so on a good roa,l. Our horses would be of no.He to U5 ,f we were going single file along a bad road, whileon a ^^od road we could charge the spalpeeT.s and cut our J^

voIaHZ" '^'•11' "'''^,'' ^^'^'' •"'•' ''' ^^•" ''^^' ^he main

M 1 lul^ ""' ^'' '"•^'"'^''^'' '""' I ^l""'t think theywould stand before a charge of seven men ; but they may shootsome of us as we come down upon them. See here, Mike
h,s ,s my report that I wrote out yesterday evening;" andhe took a packet from the inside of his coat. "When we

start to-morrow morning I shall put it in my left holster If
I am shot you will not wait for a moment, but will snatch it
out and ride on to Madrid, and deliver it to the duke there
have th,s morning added a few lines relating the murder ofUlonel Mendez, the hurried trial and execution of the store-

keepers and the attempts upon my life, and said I have not
the least doubt that the governor is at the bottom of it all

"

"If your honour is killed I will carry out vour orders,

with me'''
^^^^ "'"""'''* ^''" "'"'

'
"'" ^'y '"^ ^"^^ y"" ""

"You must do as I order you.'

\uJ "^.7 J""^
?,''"''""'« «'-^J^''« ^vhon they are reasonable,"Mke said doggedly; "b,it leave you behind to have vour

hioat cut by those villains! I would not do such a thing,so there is an end of it."
*'

^

Desmond smiled at the earnestness of his faithful follower,n ell Mike, you must be guided bv circumstances- but

rrM^' 1^' f
""^ ''''''"^' importance that this report should

liadajos and the cause suffer irreparable injury."

u

m
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" To the devil wid the cause," Mike said; " the cause doesn't

^-rouble nic one way or the other. I don't care a brass

...ithiii^' whether rhilip or Charles reigns over the Spaniards.

It is not a nice job they will 1)e taking on, any way, and not

worth a drop of Irish blood, ^^ell, if your honour should have

the l)ad fortiuie t« l)e hit I shall either cany you oiV, though

there's not a breath in your body, or else go down with you."

As there was no doidjt that Mike meant what he said,

Desmond did not press the matter further. The next day

they set out at daybreak, and in two hoin-s were mounting

the slope of the sierra. There were no signs of any men

being about until t>-K y reached a pijint where the road ran

between steep hills.

"There they are," Desmond exclaimed, reining in his horse;

" there aie some thirty or forty of them on the road. Noa •

my men, we will ride forward to those boulders you see a hun-

dred yards this side of them, and then we will dismount and

give them a volley. If you keep that up it will soon be too hot

for them to remain on the road, while we, sheltered behind the

rocks, will l)c safe from their shot. It is certain that youi'

guns will carry farther and shoot straighter than theirs, as tlie

Spanish powder is so much inferior to the French."

Accordingly they rode forward at a canter to the heap i.f

boulders, then suddeidy left the road, dismounted, and took

cover among the rocks.

"Tike steady aim, men," Desmond said, "then you can

hardly miss hitting some of them, standing close together a-^

thev •')."

The bandits had waited undecided at the sudden disap-

pearance of those whom they had regarded -.s a certain

prey, and before they could form any plans five musli.ts

flashed out, and four of their number fell. A cry of la-e

burst from them, and there was a general discharge of then-

guns, the balls pattering thickly against the stones. '1 he

soldiers now fired as (luickly as they could load, doing eon-
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iderable execution Their foes left the road and imitated
them by taking shelter behind stones. For ten minutes thecombat contn.ued and then a party of men were seer, niount-
nig the hill on either side.

" That is just what I hoped fur," Desmond said. - Fire atthem so as to fo.x-e them to climb a little hi-her ui. the hill
As soon as they a.'e pretty well out of gun-slu.t, we will

iTTherr^
'^'"'" '''" '"'''' '^"*' '""""' '"' •""'^' "^^"

His orders ^yere followed. Some of the men on the hillside
dropped ami the others continued -m mount the slopes ^'hen

^ as they believed, out of fire, they move.l forwanl so as to take
the defenders of the rocks in flank.

"Now fire a volley among the men in front of us" Des-mond said. ''We are not likely to hit any of them, but it is
sure to draw their fire, and there will not be many unemptied
guns as we pass them." ^

As he expected the volley was answered by a general fire
fiom their huken foes, then the party leapt into tht-ir saddles
and pistol in IkukI, galloped up the roa.l. Several hurriec
hots were fired from the front, and then, at a shout from

their leader, some twenty men leapt from their hiding-places
and ran down into the road. Desmond M-as ..vportecl on oneM le by Mike and on the other by the serge...t. He dropped
..s rems-the horse had learned to obey the motions of hisknees-and, .Irawmg his sword, rode straight at the bandits.

th :l
^•;^^,'""•^'^'^^^"•^^••''' <li-'harged, and these .so h-uriedlv

h. t the balls nnssed their aim, and, with a shout, the part^
fell upon the brigands. The pistols of the troopers and Mike

h nish of tne horses struck siuh a panic into the Spaniards
hat they sprang from the road, leaving the r^ath clear andthe party thundered past them without a check
"Is anyone wounded 1" Desrnoml asked, when they ha.lpassed beyond gun-shot of their assailants.

^

1:

!l'

" ''
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"
I have a ball in my shoulder, Major," one of the troopers

saifl ; the rest Avere silent.

" Well, we have been fortunate," Desmond said. "
1 will

see to your wound, my man, when we get a little farther. If

those fellows had not been so scared with our sudden charge

that they fired almost at random, we might have lost half our

number."

They stopped half a mile farther, and Desmond examined

the trooper's arm. "The ball has gone through the flesh," he

said, "without touching the bone, so you will soon have the

use of it again." He bound the wound tightly up with the

soldier's sash, and then made with his own a sling.

"You may as well put the other arm in your jacket," ho

said, "and I will tic it round your neck, the air is cold u,. i

the hills."

"We did that well, sir," the sergeant said, as they rodo

on again. " If you had not thought of taking shelter, and

shaking them up, we should all have been shot down before

we reached them. Is there any chance of another attack,

sir?"

" None at all. I should think a messenger was sent to them

yesterday telling them our strength, and no doubt they thought

that with sixty men they would be certain to overpower us.

That is probaiily the whole of the band, and in any case, ;is

they would not imagine that we could pass them, they are not

likely to have set aiiother ambush
"

They slept that night at Almarez, made a short journey

to Oropesa, and a long one on the following day to Toledo,

where Desmond dismissed his escort with a handsome reward

for their services, and upon 'he next afternoon rode with

Mike into Madrid. The Duke of Orleans looked astonishtd

when he entered the room.

" What ! back already, Major Kennedy ? Surely you cannot

have cariied out all the w^ork that I entrusted to you?"

"By no means, Your Koyal Higlines.,; but what I did cany



ti

I

TnEACHKRV
2Sf)

out was so important that I deemed it my cl.Uy to ride l.^kat once to acquaint you with what I have\lisco cro.l. Th re
I? the report, sir."

'

The duke took it. "It is a bulky one/' ho said '-Tellme Its purport in as few words as possible "

•T have di.scovered sir, that the report sent hy the gnver-
' "" o the supply <,f provisio,.s and stores in Hadajos isItogether maccurate, that frauds to an enormous o.xtent havebeen perpetrated that the supply of powder and cartridge
less by two-th.rds than was represented, and that sim 1

deficiencies exist in every department "

-rhis is indeed serious," the duke said. "The possession
Badajos is e.ssential to us. It blocks the wav to an enemv's

;"ivance, and indeed they can scarce move forward untH i
>s captured. Now, tell me more about it; or no. 1 w Ldyour report, and then rpiestion vou concerning it

"

A heavv frown settled on the duke's brow as he perused
document. "l„f..„ous!" he exclaimed, whe,: Te h.:

fin.>l ed And you say that two attempts were made to mur.leryou that night, and that the Spanish colonel who gave vou somuch assistance was assassinated, and the commissaries shothe ne.xt morning? It shows how anxious the governor wato re v f ,.^ ^^^^^ ^„ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^^ innilpate 1, nAnd how did you manage to get out of the toils? for it ."searly of no use killing the minor witnesses and allowing vto ride here to report the facts." ^ '

"I saw that, sir; and as I learned that eir^ht or ten troopershad been sent off late th. night before, I concluded t
"7

ooad would be sure to l,e beset, for doubtless some of eon ractors would feel it as essential as the ..nernor didha my mouth should be silenced and my report s ip^es
'

molested m.til we ha. nearly reacbcl the summit of the sierra

;

hon wo found a party of some sixty men barrin. th. rrZ{
-^c had ajight with them, and succeeded in getting through

;

; *

! fcl
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with no further damage than a ball through the arm of one

of my escort, and that fortunately was only a flesh-wound."

" hnt tell me how it was that so small a party escaped so

easily?"

Desmond then recounted the incidents of the fight.

" Admiiahly contrived, sir!" the duke said warmly, "excellent

generalshii>: You first attack their centre and drive tliem ofT

the road, then you compel them to weaken themselves hy

throwing out flanking parties. You keep these out of musket

shot, and then charge on their weakened centre after drawing

their fire. I am not smprised that with such generalship

you got ofl' almost scatheless. And now, sir, I must ask you

to come with me to the king; the matter is too serious for a

moment's delay. I must lay the whole case before His Majesty."

Leaving Desmond in the ante-chand)cr, he went in to tlu-

king, read the full report to him, and added the details he hiid

heard from Desmond.

"I have met with many bad cases of Spanish corruption

and peculation," the king said, when he had finished, "but

this is by far the worst. Steps must be taken instantly to

secure the governor, arrest the contractors, and fill up the

raagaxines. What do you proi>ose1"

'• I think, sir, that if we send forward at once a regiment of

French soldiers from Toledo, acc()m]>anied by Colonel Croflon's

regiment of dragoons, there is no likelihood tliat any resistance

will be offered, - indeed I should imagine that the governor will

have taken to fliiiht as sorm as he learns that his plans for the

assassination of Major Kennedy have failed."

"So I should think," the king said; "and certainly ho will

have warned his acconii)!ices, the contractors, and probably ly

this time they are all on their way either into Andalusi.i or

to the north. Any that are foiuul shall certainly be liangfd.

This young officer of yours must be a wonderfully shrewd

felloNv. I should like to question him as to how he <''•«-

covered these frauds."
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Desmond was called in

' I have noticed him beforo rnn«;n " t>i t •

,

.-e to yonr ...arte,., a d woni d lo'^T^
"'"' ' '"'

'" the unifonn of a captain. N ^ ,^ Z'"
^"'"^ '^ "'-'

-count of ho. ,ou <lilve..e,l ^h^e fnl^M"
'" ''" "'" ""

wall as well a^ h'o in ^".'"'V',"'"'',""
?'"''^ ""^'^ '" ^''^

an.ined the othe. stores
"""' '"^'

^"' ^="' -nnlarly ex-

"Very good indeed, sir," the kin- said " Xfn.f «•would have contented then.selvos wifh n .

'""'

"umber of barrels -inrl ...
' '"'V .

"""'^ ^"nnting the

thon.n,hi, i:;^ ,^t':;:ueri^''''fT'^
shrewdness."

'''''"'*' ''"^h zeal and

I "ill so,„o ..v.„i„,. ,,,,.;,„Z ]"'" ^';'l'-"y «at leisure

very much ixiKsi... .,- u.. r, . ,
'^ ^"^ ^ '^'^ould regret

companions
j-'assing over the heads of so many of njy old

'^t is the first time that I have had promotion decl

I

liii

I ll:l

"
'^i

lined,

•: '
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the duke said, smiling; " however, for the prrsent at least I will

let the matter remain so.

"

With an expression of warm thanks Desmond retired.

"We must lose no time over this mutter," the king said;

"for aught we know this sco.mdrel may he in communication

with the enemy, and may be prepared to open the gates of the

fortress at the lirst summons."
"

I will act at once," the duke replied. " I will this evening

send orders to Toledo for a regiment to march at nine o'clock

to-morrow morning, and if you will send a similar oriler to

Colonel Orofton, he will overtake the infantry before they get

to Almarez."
«'

I will do so, and will also send with them three field

oiRcers with full power to arrest, try, and execute all tho.^e

who have taken part in this treacherous fraud."

On the duke leaving the king, Desmond joined him in the

ante-chamber, and as they walked towards the French head

quarters, said: "I hope, sir, that you will permit me to start

to-morrow with any force you may be sending, as I wish to cany

out the rest of the mission with which you entrusted me."

"By all means do so if you wish it," the duke said.

"Colonel Crofton's regiment will start at nine o'clock to

morrow morning, and you may accompany it. On the road

it will overtake one of our regiments from Toledo."

CHAPTER XVI

cvprrRED

I
HAVE a job for you, Mike."

"What is it, your honour 1"

"
I want you to take off all the marks of a field-officer from

my clothes. I am going to be a captain again."



CAPTI?RED 29.S

Mike looked with surprise! at his n.astor. " Woll, von,' honour
It IS urigrutoful hustes they must he. Sure I thou-ht tlwvt th..
least they could do was to make you a full inaj.,r, tlu.u^di if

thoy had made you a colonel it wouhl he tio more tha.rvou
deserve."

"I WHS offered the majority, .Mike, hut I <leclined it It
would be ahsurd at my age to have su.h a rank, and I should
bo ashamed to look otlicers of .,ur Iwi-ade, who have done ni-di
twenty years of -ood service and art .till only captains, in the
face. I would much rather lemain as I ai,i."

"Well, it may be you are ri-ht, sir, but it is disappointed
I am entirely."

"You will get over it, Mike," Desmond laughed.
"That may be," .Mike said doubtfully, "but I should have

felt nnghty proud of being a colonel's .servant."

"I don't suppose you will ever be that, Mike. Vou know
that after the last war was over, several of the Iiish i-eginients
were disbanded, and no <loubt it will be the .same when this
war is finished, so you could not count upon seeing mo a
colonel, at any rate not for another twenty years."

"Ah, your honour, I hope wo shall be back in old Iieland
years before that

!

"

"I hope so too, Mike. I have on'v been out here for two
years, and yet I am begiiming to tcel that I should like a
quieter life. Xo doubt the loss of mv hand has .something
to do with that, but I would give up willinglv all chance o^f

ever becoming a colonel if I .•ould but settle down in the old
country, though I fear there is ver}- little chance of that."

"But sure there may be fighting there too, your honour,"
Mike said; "and if King James goes across the water there is
sure to be divarrion that M-ay."

"I hope not, Mike. It is not that I d lot feel as loyal as
ever to the cause of the Stuarts, but if they cannot come to
their own without Ireland being again deluged with blood, I

^^ould rather they would stay away. Twice Ireland has suf-

1

1

! A.

I
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ferod foi' the Stuarts : first, when Cromwell came over, carrying

tire and sword thntii^h the land, mikI divided half the country

among his followers; next, wln-n hntch William did the same.

I am loyal to the Stuarts, as I said, hut i am still more loyal to

Ireland, and would ratluM- that Kini,' Janus remained all his life

ut St. (Jermain than that those sceiuis should ever come again."

"Thai's true for you, sir: and when 1 come to think of it,

I should he just as easy and comfortahle in a snug little cot in

Killarncy, which is my county, whether King dames or Queen
Aiuie was ruling it in England."

"Quite so, Mike; and if I had, as you say, a snug little

cot to go to, and an income to live comfortahly in it, and no

tear of being hauled oft" to {irison and hanged for joining the

brigade, I sluiuld not he sorry to settle down. We start

back for Kidajos to-morrow morning."

"Faith, your honour, it has been so hard getting away from

there that I should not have thought you wished to put your

foot inside the place again. Vou might not be so lucky in

getting oil' next time."

" We are going in a different way, ^likc. Colonel Crofton's

regiment of Irish dragoons is going with us, and a French

infantry regiment from Toledo."

"Then I am well content to go back, your honour, and 1

hope Ave shall see that murthering governor hung."

"I think you have a good chance of seeing that, Mike,

if he has not taken himself off before wc arrive there, whi( li

I think he is pretty sure to do directly he hears we haAe got

through safely, for he will know that as soon as my report is

handed in he is a lost man."

"Bad cess to him! At any rate I hope I shall light upon

him some day, sir, and ]»ay him out for sending those fellows

to kill you at night, and to hinder us in the hills. As to his

cheating the Spaniards, that is their business, and they can

reckon with him for it; but I should like to pay om debt

myself."
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"I don't suppose then is much chaiKO of your having an
opportunity of tloiii;,' that

"

"Then why are wo ^'cjin^' back, yo. honour]"
"T., carry out my ori-inal oni.-rs, .Mike—survcv the roa.ln,

and passes, and bridges. The duke cannot rely up..i. Spanish
testimony in thes<- matters, and it is most important that wo
should ascertain accurately how ;,'ood are th.- roads ],y which
he would advance with the army inU) I'ortu-al, or wiiero best
to oppose the enemy if they cross the Guadiana."

"I am glad to hear you say so, nir, for 1 was afraid that
we were going to have a long stay h-.-re again, and I would
rather be on horseback, riding all ..ver the country, than
walking up and down these streets till my feet fairly ache."
"That is my opinion too, Mike. We have had a good

many rides with despatches, but between times it is stupid
W(,rk hanging about the general's .piarters waitiuL' for
orders."

""

The next morning Desmond joined O^hnel Crofton's regi-
ment as it w;i; on the point ot starting from liio banacks. It
was in tho service of Spain, and liad taken a brilliant part
m several engag.'ments. Desmond was acpiainted with tho
colonel and his oHicers.

"Uood-morning, Keruiedy!" Crofton said, as he rode up
and saluted him. "I ha.l a note fnmi the Duke of Orleans
last ru'ght .saying you were going on special service, and would
travel with us as hi as Hadajos. King Philip sent for me
later on and himself g;ivc me iri.struction.s, besides handing me
the written orders. It seems you have discovered that'' the
governor is mi.xed up witi. a lot of contracton; in swindling
the state by supplying earth instead of powder and Hour."
"So far as the governor goes. Colonel, there is no absolute

pioof. I have not the smallest d()ul)t that he was the piime
mover in the matter, and that the commissfirics only received
a srii,ii

• portion of the bribes paid to Inni. It is '...rdlv
possible that every one of them shouKl have betrajxd his

I
i
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trUHt milesM Btiro of the govorimr's protiutioii. I crtiniot

prove that ho hiul all these men ^liot in older to silence

them, employed men to nsMusainate Colonel Mendez, or net

men to murder me in my htitd and ufterwaidH to inteieept

us in crossing the siena. Still. 1 have no shadow of duultt

in my mind that it was bo.

"However, I do not think you will find him at Hadajos.

No doubt us Hoon us he heard I had got sufely down into

the valley of the Tag\is ho made oH'. There is just a

p((ssiljilily that the eintiactois, knowing that their lives

will be forfeited ''V the discovery of the frauds, might at

onco have sent in Mipplies of powiler, Hour, and other things,

to take the })lace of the casks ami sacks of earth; in which

case he would probably deny the truth of my statement alto

gethor, and declare that I hud simply invented it in order to

(lo credit to myself; but 1 hardly think that possible. In

the first phice, there are the soldiers both of my escort and

of Colonel Mendez, who assisted in the work of examination,

besides which more than half the commit uii scaped w! iic

this was taking place, and on aii ofl'er of pardon would no

doubt gladly come forward anil give evidence, especially a>

the execution of their comrades will have shown them that

the governor is determined to throw them over."

" Yes ; I don't suppose we shall find the arch-scoundrel

there, uidess indeed he can rely upon the support ot his

garrison, in which case he may have ridden to F'ortugal offer

int: to suirender the i)lace at once to them, and will close his

gates against us."

"
I don't think there is any chance of that, Colonel. In the

sh(jrl time during which 1 was there I was able to see thai

the troops were deeply discontented. They were almost in

rags, and the landlord of the inn told me that they were kept

on the scantiest rations, and those of a very inferior kind. -Su

I do not think for a moment he could trust them to act

against a royal force."
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I

I)(wiM..ii(rH .inri.iiutiMii |.iov..,| to l„. ,„inrt. A., ili-'v

(K'«.otMl.'.l int.) th.- viill-.y of tl... (l.m.liana iIm-v mu-I an odi.-eV
'.f the garrison, ul,„ was l„.ari„- a ,|,.s|,.,t.h from tl..- .smior
military oHi.or Haying that the p.\,.ri.or and his faniilv ha.l
sii.M.-nly l..ft uitliunt issuing any ur.|.-rs. and as ho ha.l taken
all \m portal.l.. property vvilh him it was suppose.! that he
«li.l n..t inten.l to return. In.l.w these cir. um.stan.vK he
urote to H.sk for ..r.lers. C..l.,nel (•r<.ft..n sent him l.a.k uith
instructions to the clonol coinman.ling tli.^ fro.,ps that ho was
coming with a regim.-nt .^f dragoons and on., of infantry, an.l
ha.l full authority fr.jm the king t.) lak.. all measure's' that
Hoome.l to him dosirahle. Accoi.linglv, wh.'u th.^v anive.l at
Ha.laj..s they were met at the gal., hy the rolonel ....mniand-
ing ih.. troops, and a party .if his ot!icer.s.

"1 have the king's authority." C'oh.nel Croft..!! sai.l t.) him,
'lo act as tcinp.)iary governor until another mav l)e appointed!
1 do n.jt kn.)w wheth.M' y.,u aie awaie ..f the' ciicuinstaiices
that led to the flight of Don .luan de .Mi!i!.,s ("

"No, sir, we have h.-ai.l iL.thing. liiimouis weie cunent
among the men that oome .stn.iigo .liscoveries weie made when
th.. stores were examined, but beyond that 1 know nothing.
In fact, at the tim.;, the assassination of Colon.'l Mendez of
the aitillery cieated such an ex.itement that nothing else was
spoken of."

'• ^^ ell, C.jloiiel, if you will accompany me to the governoi's
house

1 will enter into the matter fiillv with v.mi. Vou mav
u.'ll believe that it is seiiou-s, as 1 have b..en despatche.l hei'e
with my regiment, and with one ..f Fiench infaiitrv, fov both
of whom quai-teis must l)e foiin.l at once."

"Thei-e is plenty .,f njom, sii'. The barracks will contain
ten thousand men, and at piesent we have but four thousand
hei'e.

'

"Thfin I beg, Colonel, th:!t instead of eoniii.g at once to my
quarters, you will tell off officers to conduct the ti-oops to the
m.wt convenient of the buildings now empt^-. After that

i:
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I shall be glad to see you and the comn .mding ofFicers of the

other regiments."

*' You will, of course, take up your quarters at the governor's

house, Captain Keiuiedy," he wont on, as he rode forward.

"As you are going to be employed in surveying duties, you

will naturally be a good deal away. But your piesence here

will be absolutely necessary as a witness against any of these

rascally contriictors we can lay our hands on."

When the four colonels arrived, after seeing that the troops

were housed. Colonel Crofton obtained from them the names

and addresses of the various contractors, and half an hour latoi-

parties of tlie cavalry regiment in garrison were despatched

under oHicers with orders to arrest and bring them into

Badajos. During the meal Colonel Crofton explained to tlic

four cohjnels the discovery of the frauds, which naturally

excited the greatest indignation among them. He then re-

quested them and Desmond to accompany him to the stores.

This they did, after sending to the barracks for a pai'ty of fifty

men for fatigue duty. The gaps made dui-ing Desmond's

explorations had been carefully tilled up again, but upon frosli

openings being made his report-: were fully borne out. Some
hours were spent at the central magazine, and ordei's given

that the other magazines should be opened and examined on

the following day.

Desmond did not join in this search, but started early Mitli

]\Iike to carry out his own mission. He had lieen furnislu'd

with reports sent in by the provincial and local juntas ;is to

the state of the road.s, but, as he had expected he soon found

these to be grossly iniiccurate. The roads marked as excellent

and fit for the passage of artillery and tniins were found to

be mere bridle roads; otluTs marked as high-roads were alnio-t

impassable lanes. The bridges across the streams were for the

most part in such a bad condition as to be unsafe for a conntiy

cart, and, until repaired, impos*ililc for the pa«sagc of aitil!-';''.

He carefully noted all the points at which work was reipiiiitl
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to render ther ;. ,,,y degree practicable f..r the na.sa.eof troops,
: :ropoHc:i f "y to Colonel CVofton. The htcMwho was p, ,vu:.! uuh t: a authority, despatchcl the^- '^;

portion of .. tr.o;.. „, h a large nun.l.or of peasantsmater.ds to uu up .. .,.,, ruts, repair the hridies, a ^.^the roads as far as pos.il.lo lit for the passa.^o of an "un/v I.ten c^^ i>esnK.nd had surveyed all tL ro^r!,:::^ , ,alley of the (mad.ana and that of the Tagus, and had s.nt 1ins ,.port to Madrid, together with his oi:er;atio, s s ^ thepomts at wh,ch a defensive position coul.l, in his opini ^
: s ^d It

j^^-^"'«/'«"^ "''!' '- I-i--l to Ldertld.:le second pait of mis mission, an<l to investigate the roads onthe Portuguese side of the frontier.
"Now we shall have to keep onr eyes open, Mike," he saidNo far as we have heard there are n,> l.odies of the ei en v st-W>s anywhere in this ueighhonrh

1, |,„t .here is a hit eennmy between the Spanish and i'ortu^uese, and\ ^, H tliable to be attacked by the peasants."
"Are we to ride in our uniforms, your honour'"
Certainly we are, Mike. If we are captured in uniform we.hou d be dealt with as prisoners of wa/and have a i It o^..^t^atment. H we are taken m disg,,.. ., ,J ';;'l;::

"Faith, your honour, the alteriiniv.. i- „ f i
T( . .

' "' •iiHiiiaine is not a nieasant otic
f we go as civilians we may be shot as spies; ,f

11"
n d'form we may l,e murdered bv the peasants "

"

" I 'at .s .so, Mike. Hut, you see, we are not likelv to fall

';

'e hands of the peasants. AVe are bo,h well „ o . ,

ltrT1'''''^"'^^'''^'''"'''^^'-M.roportio o^'—'nned, so that beyond the chance oi being' hit bv a•'•'11 the risk is not great
"

'

Accordingly on the following ,lay they rode out, and for

Z^'n^frT'''''] ? '"''''' •••'"^^—
«
the'frontiei:

the frontier a. far as Portalegre, but avoided the towns

m
I >i
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of Campo Mayor aud Anonches, crosse.l the hills and struck

upwards by the bank of the Zari.ui to Frontiera, and thmco

west as far as Lavre. They met with no interfev .
'C by such

peasants as they saw working in the tields, or by those in the

small villages through which they passed, these supposing the

uniforms to be those of Knglish or Dutch otlicers. They found

that the roads were fully as bail as those of Spain, and would

present great dittioulty to any army with artillery and a Ion-

train of waggons. In one of the places they heard from a

peasant with whom thev conversed that there was another pass

over the mountains from Klvas. Of course the man spoke m

Portuguese, but the lai.j;uage suHiciently resembled Spanish

for Desmond to understand its meaning.

"We must investigate that road, Mike, for if it is practicable

it would be the most diiect for an army coming from Lisbon.

Of course we shall hav.> to make a wi.lc circle round Elyas,

as there is sure U) bo i strong garrison there, and any soldici>

riding about the country would be certain to know that our

uniform was French. When we have done that road we shall

have finished our work."

Accordingly they passed round the fortress at a distance,

and presently came upon the road. It showed signs of having

lately been repaired in some parts, but these were so badly

done that they increased rather than diminished the difficulties

it presented to the passage of troops. They had ridden some

ten miles, and were already among the mountains, when they

dismounted to rest their horses and to eat the food they earned

with them. Suddenly, h.uking down the road behind them,

they saw a squadron of cavalry coming along.

"This is awkward, Mike. There is nothing for it now

but to ride on, an<l when we have reached the foot of the

mountains on the other side, strike across country until we

come upon the road running direct to Badajos. They are

a good two miles behind us, so we need not bluu ...u

horses."
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:

Monntin,c, they prorccd.'d ;it a trot up tho rnarl. As far as
they cr.uld sec, the cavahy beliiiid them did nut quicken tlieir

pace, which showed that th(!y wore on some ordinary duty
and not, as Desmond at first supposed, in p,.i'suit of them, some
peasant having,' jjcrhaps taken word that an otficer and soldier
in strange uniform had l)een seen riding' round the town.
They therefore took matters rpiietly, and indeerl sometimes tlie

road was so steep that it would have heen impossible for th-
horses to go beyond a quick walk. Suddeidy on reaHniiK the
crest of the rise they saw at a distance of a h\indred varfls
ahead of them a party of otKcei-s, followed l>y an escort oi
dragoons.

"We are caught this time, .Mikcl" Desmond exclaimed;
"escape is impossible. I will ride straight up and surrender.'
Fortunately they arc luiglish uniforms, .so we ar.' certain to
get fair treatment, Avhich we could not be sure of had they
been PortuiMiese." So saying he rode forward at a trot. The
party h wti rein at his approach, and he rode up to one
who WO' itly a general officer.

" Sir, I ,(iriender as a prisoner of war. My name is Kennedy,
and I am a cai)tain on the stafT of the Duke of Orleans."
"And what are you doing here, sir?"

" I am surveying the road, General, by which the allied army
IS likely to advance. Our information on that score is verv
defective, and I believe the duke wishes to ascertain from my
report the state of the roads by which the advance wuuld most
probably be made."

The general's question had been in French, and he replied
111 the same language. "You do not bear a P>e ich name, sir,"

the general said.

"Xo, sir, I am an Irishman," Kennedy replied in English,
"f belonged, before I recei»-ed a statT appointment, to one of
the regiments of tin- Irish Bri-ade."

"\ou are a daring fellow thus to Aenture so far across the
frontier.

"

i •

I!
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^

" I simply obeyed my nidi is, sir; and had I been ordered to

reconnoitre Lisl)on I should have attempted to do so."

"Well, sir, I shall have an opportunity of talking to you

later on. I, as you see, am engaged in precisely the same

work as you are, namely, in asc*Mtaining for myself the state

of the roads across these mountains."

" Then, General," Desmond said with a smile, " I should say

that your investigations are hardly satisfactoiy."

The general also snr'eil. "Not so much so as I could

wish," he said. "And now, mav I ask why, seeing that you

are well mounted, you did not turn and ride for it when you

first perceived us?
'

"The reason is simple, CJeneral. Asipiadron of cavalry wciv

coming up behind me and there was evidently no pt^ssiliility

of escape."

"Ah! ' doubt they were sent out to meet me. "Well, sir,

if you will give me your Moid not to attempt to escape, yini

can retain your sword and ride with us."

" I give my parole, sir, with many thanks for your courtesy.

"And now, Captain Kennedy," the other went on, "it is

])roba.ble that you have alxdit you the result of your invchti-

gations along these I'oads, which I must reipu^st you to hand

to 7ne, as it may be as useful to me as it Avould have been

to the Duke of Orleans, and may save me a good deal ot

trouble."

Desmond took out the note-book in Avhiih he had each d.iy

jotteil down the result of his ob.servations, with suggestions ,is

to the points where repairs were most neefled. lie had earli

ight, on his retui'n to Hadajos, written up his rej)orts fini i>m

these, intending, v.hen he had com])leted the work, to take it

himself to Madrid.

The general glanced through the note-book. "You have

done your work very thoroughly, Captain Kennedy, and ii'iVi^

rendered me considerable service. Now we will move forward

again. Please follow with my aideo-de-camp."
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These were two pleasant young men, who were glad of a
talk with an othcer iumi the other sido.

" How long have you heeu riding about here, if it is fair to
l)Ut the question?" one said.

As the note-book containcl ali the particulars of his iour-
neys on that side of the frontier, Desmond replied at onav
hight days, f think. I have l,een up the n.ad to I'ortal.M,,,/

Hn.l l.y that to Lavre, and if 1 l,a<l not lu.fortunatelv aeci-
dentally heard of this n.ad ,.ver the nnmntains I should now
be on ruy way to >radrid; but luck has been against n.e

"'

"Promotion must be very rapid in vour armv," the other
auie-de-camp said, "or you would hardly be a captain
already. ^

''I was fortunate enough to attra-t the notice of the Kin-
of I-ranceand the Duke of iJeruiek o , various occasions and
when one has such a piece of good fortune as that, p, -notion
IS rapid.

'-

"It^is lucky for you that you f.'ll into the han<ls of the
harl of Ga nay mstcad of into those of the i'ortuguese generals
who would probably, in spite of your uniform, have made shorJ
Work of you.

"I did not know that the ge.uTal was the Karl of (Jalwav "

)csmon, sai,l. "Certainly it was lucky that I fell into his
'^"-l-^- l>.dce.l ,f I had not seen the KnglisI, u.,iforms I r hould
f'lve turned and .ha.ged the s.p.adrun bc.hind us, preferrin.-
very much to be killed fighting than to be hanged or shot like

In a few minute^ they met the s.p.adron of oaval,•^•, who
na.

,
as the general suppose.l, been sent out bv the CoVernor

ot Mvas to meet him. Half of these now took their place in
'ont, anc the ren.ain.ler, d.awing aside to let the party pa.ss,

lell m behind. Mike ha.l, without order.s, fallen in with the
earl s escort, and nu.r. th.n once Douumd heanl hi. iau..}, ashe chatted wuh the trooper.s. On arriving at Klvas the general
Unectec. his aides-de-camp to olnain a room for Desmond in

i
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tlio house in which Uu-y were (luartered, and as no ono attenrlcd

to him, Mike undertook his usual duties as his servant. The

next morning one of the aides-(h;-canii) came in and said, "The

general wishes to speak to you. Captain Koniiedy."

On entering the goneral's apartment tlie earl asked him

to take a seat. "
I could not see you yesterday evening,' In-

began, "as I was learning from the Governor the state of tlif

stores hero. I should like to have a talk with you. May

I ask you, in the first place, how you have so early attainol

the rank of captain? My aide-de-camp tells mc that you said

you had attracted the notice of the King of France. It niu>t

have been by some singular action, and as I have an hoiu- to

spare before I ride out, I shall be glad if you can toll iw

some particulars about yourself, unless, indeed, they are of

a private nature."

"Not at all, sir; the story is generally known to memlicis

of the court at Versailles, and indeed to all Paris;" and he

then related to the earl the story of his release of .A.nne dc

Pointdexter from her imprisonment, the journey to the soutli.

the attack on the i)arty by the \'icomte de Ttille, and hrr

second rescue from hnii.

" Thank you, sir," the general said when he had concluded.

" I am not surprised that, after so romantic an adventure, the

King of France took notice of an officer who had shown .-u.li

courage and intelligence. You see, .sir, that you and I arc to

a certain extent in a similar position. From motives of religion

principally, you Irish have left your country and are fighting

for a foreign monarch. I. as you are doubtless aware, belnng

to a French Huguenot family, and, being forced to leave France

by the severe edicts, entered the service of Holland and followi'd

the fortunes of King William, and am now fighting against the

troops of the country of my birth. In other respects tlieie is

a similarity. We have both lost a hand in the service of our

adopted countries; I at the siege of Badajos, and you at—:

" Oudenarde, sir."
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I have been thinking it over," the gencnil went on- "I
m.ght, of course, ^end yon to Lisbon as a prisoner, but one
extra prisoner would not largely benefit my government. Vou
have not been taken in action. Your papers have ..aved me
an immense deal of trouble, for we are no more able to rely
upon the information given by the Portuguese than, I should
think the Duke of Orleans can upon that of the Spanianis
Therefore, sir, I think that in the present case I can make an"
exception to the rule. In an hour I shall mount and ride down
the road to Badajos, and I shall there restore your liberty to
you and permit you to recross the frontier. It would be a
thousand pities that so young and gallant an officer should
waste perhaps some years of his life in an English prison fc-
the number of prisoners taken in Flanders is .so great that it is
impossible for the French to find officers to exchange for them
\on will understand that, dealing with allies .so jealous and
susceptible as the Portuguese, I can hardly take the step of
releasing you, as it would be at once rumoured that I had
been in communication with a French officer, doubtless from
some sinister motive.

'• I think. Captain Kennedy, that it would bu as well "
he

said with a smile, " that you should withdraw your parole,' and
do so before we start, in the p.-esence of the officers of my staff
Uf course you must be placed under a very strict guard, and
although so near the frontier, yon will find it very difficult to
escape; still, such things are managed."

" I thank you most deeply, sir, "'^Desmond said, understand-
ing the tone in which the earl spoke, "and I shall ever retain
a deep feeling of gratitude for your generosity."

^^Tien the party assembled in readiness to mount. Desmond
walkeu up to the earl and said in a tone that could be heard
oy the officers round

:

..•iu^,'"'
^ ^''''^ '^^"^''^ "^y "''"^' ^"^ b<^g to be allowed towithdraw my parole."

"You^are at liberty to do so, Captain Kennedy; but never-

]i
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theloss I shall take you with us to-day. I shall not, of cotirse,

ask you to give any inforniatiou as to matters on the other

side of the frontier, hut there are points on which yo\i could

inform me without detriment to your friends."

" That I shall he happy to do, sir."

'I'he earl called up foiu- troopers. "You will place this

officer and his servant between you," he said, "and keep a

vigilant look-out upon their movements."

Desmond had not even told Mike of the conversation with

the earl, thinking it better that he should remain in ignorance

that this escape was connived at l>y an English general, and

his follower was therefore greatly astonished when he hei-rd

that his master had withdrawn his parole, and that they were

henceforth to be strictly guarded. The party rode until thoy

reached a rise from which they could obtain a view of Badajos

and of the country extending far up the valley of the Guadiana.

The groimd in front of them sloped gradually. The earl took

his i)iace with two or three officers of his staff fifty yards in

front of the rest, r.nd, dismounting, examined Badajos with

his telescope. Then he asked one of his aidcs-de-cami) to

bring Captjun Kennedy :o him. " You may as well bring h\^

servant too," he added ;
" no doubt he knows the country as

well as his master does, and may not be so unwilling to answer

questions."

The order was carried out, and Desmond and Milce rode up

with the aide-do-camp, followed closely Vjy the four troopers.

The earl at once began to question Desmond as to the names

of the villages visil)le up the valley. He had remoiuited now,

but his staff, who had dismounted when he did, remained on

their feet, as it was evident that he had no intention of moving

forward for some time. ^Vhile they were speaking, the enrl,

accompanied by Desmond, rode forward some twenty yards,

as if to obtain a better view. Mike had followed him, but the

four troopers remained behind the group of othcers, having no

orders to follow the general so closely.
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This IS good ground for g.illn,,i„g, Captai,, Kei.iiedv," the
earl said .puotly. " Vo.i are u-ithin tu„ ,nik..s of liadajos

"

"Ilwuik you deeply, sir. No'.v, Mike, ride for it:' and
spnrnug his horso, ho dashed off at a hca.llonjr gallop'
There was a shout of «u,pri.se, the ofJicers of the ..tat)' ran to
their ..orEes, which were being held l,y the orderlies, and the
our troopers at once galloped forward, snatching their carbines
from the slings.

"1)0 not fire," the earl shouted as they passed; "take them
8rll\ 6.

As the officers came up, the general signalled to them to
stop. Dont go farther, gentlemen," he said, "the troopers
will doubtless overtake them; but tor aught we know, theremay be a Spanish force in the village just on the other side of
he frontier, and, instead of capturing two prisoners, you might
be taken or sh.t yourself, and I am not disposed to lose Tny

earZt'^
^""'^ ""' ""' **'" ""''""^ '"^ commence operations in

Desmond looked back. He saw that only the four dragoons
were following. *

''They will not overtake us, Mike," he said, "our horses are
certainly better than theirs." Indeed they had increased their
ead fast, a few minutes later they heard a trumpet-call in
their rear, and their pursuers at once checked their horses and
rode back m answer to the recall.

"Tare an' ages." Mike exclaimed, "but that was nately
managed^ Uho would have thought that they would have letus give them the slip so easily

:"

"Well, Mike—but this you must never mention to a soul—
the earl gave us this chance of escape, I believe. He had youknow a long talk with me, and said that they had so ^anyFiench officers captured in Flanders that one more or lesswould make little difference. He had asked about my ad
v^cntures, and seemed much interested in them, and remarked
that our positions were somewhat similar, both being exiles

it'
iti;
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on arcount of our religion, and so serving in foreign armies

against our own countrymen. At any rate it was on hw

suggestion that I withdrew my parole not to attempt to

escape." ,i- i i

"Then he is a rale gintlcman, sir, and mighty obliged 1

feel to him, for I have had enough of English prisons, though

indeed it was oidy three or four days that I stopped at

Harwich."
. ., I. ,

The iKuty on the hill had watched the pursuit, until the oarl

said, "Well, gentlemen, 1 fancy he has slipped from our hands.

1 admit that I am hardly sorry, for he was a very fine young

fellow, and it would ha\ e heen a pity for him to he spending

perhaps some years of the best part of his life in prison.

Captain '"'-etwynde, will yo, order the trumpeter to sound

the re al They are leaving our men behind fast. It is no

use losing four troopers as well as two prisoners."

More than one (piiet smile was exchanged between the

English oflicers, for from the tone in which the earl spoke the>

had no doubt that he was by no means sorry at Desmond's

escape, and that possibly he had even taken him forward with

him to afford him a chance of making it. They had indeed

been a little surprisefl that when Desmond withdrew his

parole the earl hud i-ot ordered him into strict confinement,

instead of taking him with him on his reconnaissance.

The pursuit over, Desmond rode on at a canter to Badajo^.

and reported to Colonel Crofton that he had been taken

prisoner but had managed to effect his escape as he was but

carelessly guarded.
"

I shall now, sir, return to Madrid. I have completed the

work I was told to cairy out, and shall finish writing up my

report this afternoon, and start to-morrow morning."

" I congratulate you on your escape. The Portuguese arc

not very particular^ and might, as likely as not, have paitl

small regard to the fact that you were in uniform."

"Fortunately, sir, it was not by them that I was captuied,
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but by a small pnrty of Kiiglish diayouns, wl.o wero, I fan.v.
like myself, iiivcsti^Mtirig the Htato of the rou<ls."

De.-iiiiund had n„t been culled upon to give evidence
before the conmiission of eM(|inrv, it being foniid that all the
contractors had left their homes a week before the troops
arrived at Hadajos, taking all pc.rtable prop,.rtv with them
Some had apparently gom; to Andalusia, while others had
made for Catalonia. All had un.piestiunal.lv m.nle a consider-
able sum of money by their frauds, and woiil.l take good rare
not to fall into the handa of the French.
"They will never be able to return here," Desmond re-

marked to Cohjnel Crofton.

^

The latter sT.iiled. " \„n do not know these people yet.
Captain Keiniedy, or you would not say so. Some of these
fellows are certainly among the richest ^nen in the province,
and wo may be quite sure that in a verv short time, when the
affair ha.s blown over, th.^y will, paitly by influence and more
by bribery, obtain from th.; central junta an order t!

^ no
proceedings .shall be taken against them. Anvihing ca . be
done with money in Spain. There are manv upright and
honourable Spanianls, but very few of th.-m take an^^^part in
pul)lic affairs, and would not associate with such men' as those
who are in the ascendant in all the provincial junta.s and
even in the centra] body in Madrid. In France there is

distress enough, and no doubt the men who farm the taxes
are tio more scrupulous than they are in Spain, but there
i-s not the .same general corruption, and the French nobility,
haughty and despotic to their tenants as thev mav be, are not
corrupt, and would scorn to take a bril)e. Now that there is

a French king on the throne here there may be, when matters
have settled down, .some improvement, l)Ut it will be a long
time indeed before the nation can be regenerated, and even the
King will soon find that, if he is to reign peaceably, he must
not interfere too violently with methods that are so common
that they have come to be acceiited as inevitable even by the

h 5
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poople who sutler ')y them. I <iiii assuro you that I myself

have liceu many times H|ipioa.he(l hy men who siiitply foraj;e

and other thinj;s to the regiment, and when I have indignantly

iefuse<l to cnlfitain any |»rop<iHal>« whatever, they have not

been at all al.asli.'d, l.nt have sai'l l.ohlly that it was the

general etisti.m. I do not helieve they thought any the l.ett.T

of me for refusing even to listen to their ofhis, l.ut regai.l. d

me an a sort of Don C^uxote with ridiculously exaggerated

ideas ui honour.
"

On the moridng following his relinn to l'>udajos DeMuond

started on his way to Madri<l. Although this time he had

no a|.pichension whatever of a plaiuied atlaek, he thought it

safer and lietter to travel north from Uadajos and skirt the

foot of the sierras tmlil he leaehed the hanks of th-^ Tagus.

where there was a strong garrison in eaeh of the towns, and

the c<MUitiy was in conse«|Uence free fi'oni the incursions of

hands from the hills. Tlie journey pa.ssed without an inci-

dent, and on reaching Madrid and presenting his report he

received high commendatio'i from the Duke of Orleans, and

spent a long day with the general's staff e\i)laining his rejx.rt

and going into details as to the nature of the roads, the re

pairs necessary, and the positions which were in his opinion

most suitaMe for battle.

On the following day the members of the staff were .'ill

summoned to meet him by the Duke of Orleans, who informed

them that ho had received a stidden summons to return to

Paris, and that Marshal de Bay woultl in his absence li.'

in command of the French troops. The announcement eanio

as a great surprise to Desmond, but was not unexpected liy

the other officers. During the winter the King of France had

been engaged in efforts to bring about a general peace, and

had offered terras that showed he was ready to make any

sucrifices to procure it. The allies, ot; the contrary, were be>!t

upon continuing the war. The victory of Oudenarde, the

capture of Lille, Namur, and other fortresses, opened the way
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tu I'Hiis, .unl kiioxvin*,' tin- i^.'ncral diHtroiss tlmt prevail. •<! in

FnwRc, they raided thi-ir i|('niari<ls hij^MuM' junl Ih-Iki ;•> tiny
perci'ived tho aiixioty of Ldiiix for |k';ui'.

Olio of the ufistarli's to this wa.-i the sitnatimi in Spain,

and it was rcpftrtcd that l,..iiis was ivady tn yidd nn this

jMUiit also, and not only to cuiismt ti> tin- i(.w,sinn nf ihr

S|)anish dominion in Spain, l.ul tc liis ;,'iands(in I'liilip siir

reiK hiring' tho orouii to tho Arclidi.k.' Chatlrs, an<l tliat oio

lon^'the l'"ronch troops wi.nid Im' witlidiaun alto^'ilh . W hilo

diirin-: tho nioiitli that had olapsnl -in. .. !)oMiioiid lii-i left

Madrid those nniiouis had inntaM'd in siicnLith, it wa.s

known that com ioi- wcii' constantly passiin to ami fio he

twooti Madrid and \cisaillc- with private cninnmnn ations

hotwo'Jii laaiis and I'hilip, and there was ;4ri'at exciiiiin nt

ill Madrid at the nimonr of tliis de.scition of their kin>; l'\'

France. The niniouis were indeed collect. The kin;; ha<l

informed I'liilip that, <,'reat as was the alhMtion he l.me for

him, the state of France, which w.is necessarily lii^ .hiel care,

would compel him ere long to recall liis troops tiom Spain.

Philip had entreated him not to desert him. and dcdaied
that in any case he would lemain in Spain, eontiding in liie

support of tho peo[)le who had sole< ted him as tiieir monarch.
At present, however, the conimtinication.s weie jiroctiedin^',

and nothing definite had l>eeti arranged. The wliulo of the
staff were to remain with Marshal do I'.ay in the same position
as they had held under tho (hike, ami, e.xcept for tho departtire
of the prince, matters went on as before.

M'
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CHAPTER XVII

AN OL'> FRIEND

THE change of command had been effected so suddenly that

Desmond had not l>oen able to make up his mind to

request the Duke of Orleans, to whom he had been attached

personally rather than to the French army in Spain, to allow

him to return with him to France, in order that he might

again join the Duke of Berwick. Before, however, he could

decide whether to do so or not, the duke had taken his depar-

ture. Desmond spoke to the head of the staff, with whom he

had been constantly thrown in contact before he left Madrid,

and whilst explaining to him, on his return, the details of his

report, asked him for his advice.

"1 should think you had better remain here. Captain

Kennedy. There is likely to be a great battle fought in a

few weeks, but if the rumoiirs we hear are coirect, we may

not be here very much longer. Certainly I hope there will be

no change until then, for if we win the battle, and so relieve

Spain from the risk of invasion for a time, we can leave the

country with a better grace, as Philip would then only have

to battle with his rebellious subjects in Catalonia."

" I should certainly not wish to leave when a great battle

is about to be fought," Desmond said, "and will therefore

continue to serve under the Marshal de Bay until it is certain

what is going to be done."

In a short time a general movement of the troops, both

Spanish and French, began. Desmond and the other aides

de-camp were actively employed in keeping up communication

between the various columns which were to assemble near

Badajos. Moving forward at the same rate as the troojis, the

march was a pleasant one. It was April now, the countiy

looked bright, and the heat was not too great for marching.
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The marshal had gone on with the greater portion of his staH",

Desmond having been detailed to atcompaiiy the division from
Toledo. When within two days' march of Ikdajo.s, an orderly
brought a note from the marshal, requesting him to ride for-

ward at once. This he did without loss of time. Marshal
de Bay had taken u{) his quarters at Badajos, and on arriving
in the town Desmond alighted at the governor's hoi-.

" It was a stupid mistak( of mine," the head ot the staff
said, "in sending you on detached duty. I forgot at the
moment, when I nominated you, that your knowledge of the
locality would be invalual)le to us. I only thought of it

yesterday when, on the marshal asking for some information
on this matter, I pulled out your report. He examined it

and said, 'This is very complete and valuable, Colonel.
Whom is it made by?'

'"By an officer of your staff, sir. Captain Keiniedy.'
'"Where is he?'

'"He is coming down with the Toledo column, sir.'

'"Please send for him at once,' he suid; 'one of the others
should have been detached for that service. He is just the man
we want here.'

" Accordingly we sent for you, and here you are."

"This is an excellent report of yours, sir," the duke said,
when the colonel introduced Desmond to him. "As we
came down, I noticed that the roads had in many cases been
thoroughly repaired at the points mentioned in your report
as being particularly bad, and the bridges i!i many places
greatly strengthened. Had it not been for that, I do not
know how I should have got my guns along. And now, sir,

I want to ask you a few cpiestions as to the road on the
other siae. By your report 1 see that you consider the road
through Campo Mayor to be the only one by which an army
could move, and that a large body of workman must be em-
ployed to make the other road tit for the passage of cannon."
He then asked a number of questions concerning this road.

I:
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" I see," he said, " you have marked several places in your

report where an enemy coming down that road could post

themselves strongly, and others which might be defended to

advantage by us."

" Yes, sir; but of course the suitability of those places would

depend largely upon the respective strength of the armies."

The marshal nodded appiovingly. " From all I hear from

our agents in Lisbon," he said, "the enemy's forces will be

superior to our own in numbers, but the main portion are

Portuguese, who have shown very little fight hitherto. Their

cavalry are almost entirely Portuguese. The only really

fighting portion of their forces are the English and Dutch,

who are moist formidable foes; but against these we have oiu'

French regiments, on whose bravery we can rely, ^^'cre it

not that I think the Portuguese will probably, as at the

battle of Almanza, fly as soon as the engagement begins, I

should fall back and take up a strongly defensive position.

As it is, in spite of their superior numbers I think we can

meet them on an equal field."

The conversation lasted over an hour, and then Desmond

retired, leaving Colonel Villeroy with the marshal. As he

left the house an otticer standing at the door seized his han<l.

"My dear Kennedy," he said, "who would have thought

that we should have met again here!"

Desmond staggered back ; he could not for a moment believe

the evidence of his eyes and ears.

" Why, O'Xeil, I thought you were dead."

" I am worth a good many dead men yet," the other one

laughed. " Let us go into this wine shop and crack a bottle.

We can then talk over matters quietly."

"And O'SuUivan, is he alive toof Desmond asked.

"No, poor fellow; he has never been heard of since that

tremendous licking we got. There is not a shadow of hope."

Then many questions were asked on both sides, and when

these were answered Desmond said:
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"Now about yourself, OXeil. I thought I was the only
one that got through safe."

"^

"So you were, for ' ^her three of us were all on our
backs.

"But we did not he. you as among the prisoners, ofwhom a list was furnished ^ .lailborough.

"

"Xo; the name of Patrick ONeil di,| „ot appear. I was
shot through the body, and during the night 1 lay insensible
but m the morning I opened my eyes and bo-an to think It
seemed to me that the name was not one that would be likelv
to please. In the first place, because it was evident bv mv a^^e
that I was not one of the Limerick men; in the next place
because of that little matter of un escape from the jail in
London I had no fear of being shot. I should be a pris<.ner
of war but I should not be likely to be over kindly treated
and when they exchanged prisoners 1 should cert;inlv noi
be one of those sent back. You see, what with Blenheim and
lu'unilhes and Oudenarde, they had taken ten of our .theers
tor every one of their officers captured by us, so I thouLdit
It best to pass as a French officer.

"It was easy to do so, as my French was good enou.'h to
pass anywhere, and, you see, I had on a French staff unif.^rm
Luckily my horse had been shot at the same time as I wasHe was lying dead beside me and within reach of my arm so
that I was able to lean over and get my flask from one of the
holsters. I had a terrible thirst on me, and could have drunk
a barrel. As I heard no firing I knew that the fighting was
over, and m two or three hours a party came along with a
stretcher, having a doctor with them. When he saw that mv
eyes were open and that I was alue, he examined my wound
and shook his head. ' He is badly hit,' he said, ' but you may
as well carry him in.' So they took me into Oudenarde, which
had been turned into a big hospiial.

"'You are not to speak,' the doctor said to me before they
iiltea me up; 'you must keep yourself perfectly quiet'

, I

ri



316 IN THE IRISH BRIGADE

"When they got me into the hospital they found a hole

behind as well as in front, which I heard one of the doctors

say was a good thing. They dressed the wounds and left me.

1 could see by their faces, the next time they came, that they

were surprised to see me alive. One of them said to the

other: 'The bullet must have passed through him without

touching any vital point. He may do yet.' He bent down

and asked me in French what my name was, and I said

'Victor Dubosc, lieutenant'; so they stuck a card with my

name over my bed, and asked me no more questions. I lay

there for six weeks, and then I was well enough to get up

and walk about.

"Three weeks later I went down with some other con\a-

lescents to Ostend, and there we were embarked, and taken

to Portsmouth. Then we were put in boats and rowed tu

Porchester, which is a place at the end of a sort of lake behind

Portsmouth. There was an old castle there with a mighty

high wall, enclosing a lot of ground, where there were huts-

rows of them-all filled with our prisoners. Some of the huts

were a little better than others, and these were for the use of

officers. A regiment of soldiers was in tents outside the walls,

and a hundred men were always on guard with loaded muskets.

I said to myself often and often, ' If Kennedy were here he

would soon hit upon some plan for getting away,' but for the

life of me I could not see how it was to be managed. It was

a dull time, I can tell you; the food was bad, and the cookiii-

was worse. Only a few officers were there, most of them

being sent to some place a long distance inland; but as we

were all wounded I suppose they thought that the loss of

blood would keep us quiet.

"One of the officers, having a little money hidden about

him, bought a pack of cards from an English soldier, and

we passed most of our time playing; but it was poor wo.k,

for we had nothing to play for. At last I said to ni} elt,

' Patrick O'Neil, there must be an end of this or your biaiii
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Will go altogether; it is not worth much at the best of times,
or it would have thought of some plan for getting out of this
place before now.' At last I hit on a plan ; it was a dangerous
one, there was no doubt of that, but as I was desperate I did
not think much of the danger. The worst they could do was
to shoot me, which I suppose is what they would have done.
My idea was to pounce suddenly on one of the sentries, who
kept guard all night, to gag him and tie him up before he
could give the alarm, and then to dress up in his clothes and
take his matchlock, but the difficulty was, what was I to do
next. The soldiers came on duty for twelve hours, coming in
at si.K in the morning and going out at six in the evening.

" It was clear to me that it could only be done in the dark,
and I had to wait for nearly two months. It was the
beginning of October before it was dark enough at six in
the morning for me to fall in with the others and march
out without being noticed. At last the time came. I stole
out of my hut an hour before the change would be made, and
crept along quietly till I heard a sentry marching up and down
between our huts and those of the soldiers. I had torn up a
blanket into strips, and twisted them together to make ropes,
and with these in one hand and a big piece ready to shove into
his mouth in the other, I stole up close to him, and when he
turned his back to me I jumped upon him. Luckily, instead
of carrying the musket on his shoulder he had it under his arm,
so that I was able to seize the lock with one hand, and clutch
him by the throat with the other. I gripped pretty hard, and
the man in half a minute slipped down to the ground. Before
he could recover I had stripped off his coatee and cloak; then
I tied his hands and feet, fastened the gag firmly in his mouth,
and dragged him in between two huts, where he would not be
found till morning. Then I took oflF my own coat and threw it
over him, for the night was chilly, and put on his cloak and
shako and took his place.

" In half an hour I heard a tramp of men, and knew the I

\;mri^mf^Jim^Di£^^: ^^MTt^
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relief had entered. Then there was a hugle call, and two or

three sentries passed towards the entrance. I ran on too.

When they fell in I managed to get in the last section. Some

sergeants ran down the line counting the men, and reported

that all were present ; the gates were opened, and we marched

out. As soon as we got among the tents we fell out, and I

had no difficultv whatever in getting off without being observed.

Leaving my musket and shako behind me I went up a long lane

which brought me on to the main road, crossed that, climbed a

hill beyond, and came down into a wooded country. At the first

cottage I came to I stopped. A man and woman came out on

my knocking; they looked kindly and good-tempered, and I

told them a pitiful story about how I had been unjustly

accused of striking an officer, and had been sentenced to two

hundred lashes, and that I had managed in the night to cut

a slit in the back of the guard-tent and escape.

"As I had been Avalking along a sudden thought had

struck me. At Oudenarde I was wearing the same boots I

had worn when we were captured together. When we took

the money out, we each left, if you remember, five pieces of

gold in one of our boots, which I had never thought of till that

day, and as I came along I opened the sole and took them out.

It was a perfect godsend, as you may guess. The man and his

wife expressed such sympathy that I did not hesitate to say:

' I want to get rid of my coatee, and of this cloak. The coatee

would be of no use to you, and you had best burn it, but the

cloak, if you alter it, might be useful, or if you cut it up will

make a cover for your bed. I will give you that and a gold

piece—it is a French one I got in the wars, but you ran

change it easily enough when you go into the town marketing

if you will give me a suit of your clothes.'

"This the man readily consented to do, and the woman

set before me a large bowl of milk and some bread, which

I ate as soon as I had put on a pair of breeches, smock, and

broad hat. Now I felt perfectly safe; they might send news
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all over the country of the escape of a French officer, hut as
I had never spoken a word of English from the time that
I was taken, no one would suspect a countrvnian speaking
hnghsh to be the man whom they were in search of. After
leaving the cottage I travelled quietly to liye. 1 thouL-ht
It I,e,st to go there, for it whs likely that it would be
d.H.cult elsewhere for an unknown man to got a passage to

J
ranee, an< ,t striK-k me that the man who took us across

before, would carry me over the first time ho was going with
despatches I fou.id him easily enough, and though I was
not dressed quite in the same way as I was when we called
on him before, he recognized me at once.

'"Another job for me?' he asked.
" ' Not a special one,' I said. ' I am going across again, but

there is no occasion for you to make a special trip, and indeedmy employer forgot to give me an order upon you. I should
have gone back if I had remembered it, but I thought you
would not mind giving me a passage the next time you sailed
across.

"^

"As the man remembered that we had made ourselves
plea.s.-int on board, he agreed at once to take me next time
the boat should be going. I laid out a pound in getting a
coat more suitable for travelling in France than the peasant's
smock. Then I took a lodging in a small inn. Three days
a er a messenger can-^ down with an order for the man to
take hira across at o..ce, and as the captain charged me
nothing for my passage I had enough left to pay for mv
place in a diligence, and on arriving in Paris duly reported
myself at the barracks as having returned. My first enquiry
of course was about you and O'Sullivan. I found that he
had never been heard of, but that you had lost a hand and
had been promoted to a captaincy, had been very ill, and had
gone to the south of France on sick leave.

"After I heard that, 1 remained for two or three months at
tue depot, and then learned that the Duke of Berwick had just
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urrived from Dauphiiiy. I at once went to see him. Ho told

me he could not put me on his stafi' again as his numbers were

complete, but would give me a letter to the Duke of Orleans

asking him to employ me in that capacity. When I got down

here I found that the duke had left, and that the Marshal do

Bay was in command. On reading Berwick's letter he at once

appointed me one of his aides-de-camp. You were away, 1

found I my great disappointment, and I .vas sent oft" int..

Catalonia with orders for four battalions to be sent at onr..

to Badajos. 1 arrived here yesterday, in time for the shindy."

" Fortunatelv, O'Neil, I do not think there is much foar

of another Oudenarde. There is no royal duke here to inter

fere with our general, and the Tortugueso are not to be com-

pared with the Hanoverians and Dutch and the other allies

that fought against us there."

"I hear from the others that you have been occupied iii

reconnoitring the country."

"Yes, and I was captured, but was fortunately able to give

them the slip."

Desmond did not care to tell even his friend that his escape

was due to the kindness of the British general.

The next morning Desmond was sent off to hurry up a oody

of troops which was still some seven or eight marches away^

The news had come that the allied army was in motion, atul

would probably concentrate near Poitalegre. This seemed to

show that they intended to invade Spain by Badajos and the

valley of the Guadiana, for had their aim been to advance ii])

the valley of the Tagus to Madrid they would have marched

towards Montalvao and so on by Alcantara to Almarez. After

two days' hard riding he met the column, which, on receiving

the order from the niai-shal to hasten forward with all speed,

performed double marches until they arrived at Badajos.

Desmond found that the allies had not wasted their time,

and that their advance guard was already at Campo Mayor.

The Spanish army were posted on the Caya river, a stream

!9K;:7^JS^HIS1M^'<^^^
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that flowed flown from the .Hi..rni a.ul fell into the fiua.li.„;i
at nadajos.

Their position was a defensive one. Th.- .•.rn.v of the allies
wa. known to he some twenty two thons^.nd strong., of whom
8o«.c five thousan<l were cavalry. The Spa.nsh had ahont
the .same strength of cavalry, hnt were inferior in infnntrv.
Ihc nnmher of guns also was ahont e,,>,al, h-.th sides havin.^
abont forty ca.uion. On the Tth of May the two arn.ies facd
each other on opposite sides of the river Caya. As neither
party made any movement of advance, Marshal ,le May deter
nuned to force on an en-agement, and sent orders' to the
cavalry to cross the river and to place themselves on the roa.l
hetween the enemy an.l fan.po Mayor. The allies snlfere.l,
as the trench ha<l ,lo„e .1 Oudenarde, by conflicting counsels,
llie harl of Galway was in command of the British and of two
or three Dntch regiments. The .Marrp.is de Frontiera was in
.r.mmand of the Portuguese, who formed bv far the greater
portion of the force, and as soon as the movement was seen or.
the other side of the river, he determined to cross and attack
the Spaniards.

The Ivarl of fJalway was strongly of opinion that it would
not be wise to take the off-ensive, but that the armv sh..nld
remani ni its present position until the intentions of the
enemy were clearly ascertained. Their cavalry, he urued
could do little by themselves, and it was evident that the
infantry could not be attacked while thev remaine<l under
the shelter of the guns of the fortress.

'

The Marcn.is de
Frontiera, however, and the other Portuguese generals were
unanimous m insisting that battle should be given at once
and the former gave orders for the Portuguese cavalry, with
a body of foot and five field-pieces, to march immediately
feeing that if unsupporte.l this force must meet with disaster
the harl of Galw;ty reluctantly ordered the troops under hiscommand to advance. The river was fordable, and they met

yo opposition until they crossed it and formed up in

Nd
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order of buttle. The Poitiiguese horse were now divided on

Ciuh win;;, tlu! r>riti>h were in the reiitre; a portion of the

Portuguese infantry wne on either tljink, tlie rest were in

the rear.

"{"aptuin Kennedy, you will cairy my orders at once to

our cavalry to char^'e tlic i'ortu^'uese horse on the right

will''

Desmond saluted, and was about to ride oil" when he paused

a moment and asked: " May charge with Ihigadier Crofton's

dragoons, sir?"

The marshal nodded, and Desmond galloped off. Croftoii

was ill command of the Hist line of cavalry, his own regiment,

which was composed partly of Irishmen ami i)artly of Spaniards.

was in the centre of the line. After delivering his orders to

the general commanding the cavalry, Desmond rode on to

Crofton.

"The cavalry are going to di rge, sir," ho said, "and I have

permis«ion to ride with \ on."

Crofton waited until the order from the general arrivcil.

and then, drawing his sword, shouted, "The first luigiulc

will charge," and, riding forward, led the vay against tlu'

Portuguese ho'se, whose cannon had air .y opened liic.

The rortugucse fell into disorder as so'- as they saw tlif

long line of horse .len charging down on liiem like a torrent,

and when it neared them broke and fled. They were soon

overtaken, great numbers were ctit dv>'.vn, and the remitindcr

galloped off, a panic-stricken mob, and did not draw rein

until they reached Campo Mayor. The Spaniard^ at oikc

turned the five cannon the fugitives had left behind them upon

the al1'"d infantry, and then, after a few rounds had been liinl,

the CL Iry charged the British infantry. But they had now

foes of a different metal to reckon with, and although tlncc

times the horsemen re-formed their ranks and hurled tlieni-

selves against the infantry, they were each time repulsed witii

heavy loss. Then, swerving round, they fell on the I'urtu-
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g.i«.se inf.mtry i„ th. Hccon.l I,,,., uh.„„ tliov .li.norHo.l a«
i'iWly an they h.nl difcatod the lavaliv.
The Vm\ ..f (Jahvay im.^v hiu.i-ht up tl,,. I.ri.ra.le of

Hn>{a,|ie.(;ene.al I'incr, which o,„si.st...l of the two IJritish
rej,'iments of MamM.u.e a>..l Sta.nvix an.l a Spanish re^'in.ent
whi.h ha.l heel, recently ,aise,| and named after himself
1
hese char-cd the enemy with ^-.eat hraverv, iln.ve l.a.k

their infantry fur «onie distai.ee. rec.vered the five ^m,,... the
«ivahT had h,Ht, and, still pressjn- f.Mwar.i, fuii;;ht their way
deep into the centre of the Spanish ranks. Had thev heen
supporte,! I.y the l'urt„^u..se infantry on their Hank the' hattle
in.^'ht still have i.een wnn. lUit the latter, in spite of the
pei>u.i,sion.s and ord.-is of their ollicers, r.fuse.i to advance
and, turtnng their Wek-H, n.ade off in confusion altlmndi n.,t
yet Httacked hy the enemy. Orders were then s.nt "o the
fort.iguese horse on the left to cha.-e to the assistance of
Pierce s brigade. Hut instead of .loin.^ this they also gallope.l
oil the field, and after defending themselves with dcMRTate
valour for some time, the little l.ri.^ade, heing unsupported
Hi.(l heing surrounded by the whole .strength of the Spaniards'
was forced to surrender.

'

In the meantime the Karl of Calway, s,,,,,. that the
Ixittle was lost through the cowardice of the i'ortuguese was
pivparmg to withdraw hi. men, and had onlv despatched
.orees brigade to cheek the advance of the e.,;,-.,.; while he

did so. Seeing that these by tlieir ard.-ur uvre i.retri<.vably
ci.t off, he gave the or.ler to the Manp.is Montandre to <lraw
of the I'.ntish infantry, who alone remained firm, and a-ainst
^^•""H the whnle of .!u. French and Spanish f,,ces now
advanced, while h. himself with a small IxkIv of rivalry
<-liH.ged int., the mid t of the ene.ny m hope; of reaching
iierces brigade an.l drawing it off. Although weaken..,l by
tno x'Ks o. that brigade, aUacked on b..tii Hanks as well as in
tront an.l tir.piontly charged by the Spanish horse, among
^^hich Croftuns dragoons \v.,re conspicuous for their braveiy^
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the retreating British maintained admirable order. Occasion

ally when severely pressed they charged the enemy and beat

them back till they were able to withdraw from the field with

comparatively trifling loss, thus saving the flying Portuguese

from annihilation. As at Almanza, the whole of the fighting

and almost all the loss fell upon the English, although a con-

siderable number of the Portuguese were cut down in their

fiight, before the Spanish cavalry returned to join in the

attack on the retiring English. The allies had altogether

seventeen hundred men killed or wounded, and two thousand

three hundred taken prisoners, of whom fifteen hundred were

Pierce's brigade and eight hundred Portuguese, who were cut

off by the cavalry.

Among the prisoners were the Eail of Barnmore, all the

officers of Pierce's brigade. Lord Paw let, one of the earl s

aides-de-camp, two of his pages, and his master of ho.so.

After the battle was over and Desmond had rejoined the

marshal, he was sent to ride over the field and ascertain who

had fallen and what prisoners had been taken. Night was

already coming on, and, after fulfilling his mission as far as

was possible in the confus' .1, he came upon two Spanish

soldiers with a prisoner.

"Whom have you there f he asked in Spanit^h.

"I don't know, sir; we found him lying under his hor^o

which in its fall had so pinned down his leg that he coul.l

not escape. Several others had fallen round him, ami it

was only when we heard a cry for help that we turned the

dead horse over an.l fouml him under it, and then got linn

out." ,.

Stonding close there was light enough for Desmond to (iis_

tinguish the prisoner's features. He gave a slight start of

surprise, then he said, "You have done well, my men. H.ir

is a doubloon to get some drink with y<iur comrades wlim

you get into the town. I will look after the prisoner."

The men saluted and went ofi; well pleased to have got ri.l
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of the trouble of marching their prisoner into the town.
Mike, rather surprised, moved up to lake charge of the
captive.

" My lord," Desmond said, " I will now endeavour to reixiy
the kindness you sliowed me. Do you see that little hut,
Mike, just at the edge of those trees. You must hide the ear!
there. Our cavalry are still ail over the country hunting
down fi'^^itivcs."

The earl, who was scarcely able to walk, his leg having been
injured by the weight of the horse upon it, murmured his
thanks, but did not speak again until they had entered the
shed, when Desnund said:

"Now, General, I will first cut down your riding -boot
to ease your leg. Then, if you will lie down in that
coner, we will pile this firewood over you. It will not be
safe for you ^ attempt to go forward for two (^r three hours
yet. I hFve a report to make to Marshal de Bay. When I
have handed it in I will retnrn at oi.>e. Mike, do you stay
near the hut, and if any searching party should come along,
which is scarcely likely, for they have all gone farther afield,

you can say there is no need to search the hut, as you, with
an officer, have already examined it."

In a few minutes the earl was completely hidden. Desmond
then rode into Badajos and delivered his report to the maishal.
He then went to the stables, took out his spare horse, iuid.

leading it, rode out to the hut again.

"Has anyone been here?" he asked Mike.
"Xot a soul, sir."

"Take the horses into the wood then, and stay with them
for the present. It will not be safe for the earl to move for
a couple of hours."

"Now, General," he went on as he removed the firewood,
"I fear that you have been very uncomfortable."

"I can hardly say that I have been comfortable, sir, but
that is of no consequence. The pain in my leg has abated

I
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since you cut the boot open. And now, how can I express

my gratitude to you for thus sheltering nie?"

" It is l)tit a fair retain of services, sir. You gave mc my
libeity, and I Jim doing my best to restore yoiu-s to you."

" It is all very well to say that, Captain Kennedy. I am

the general in command of the British forces in Portugal, and

had I chosen to openly release you none could have questioned

me. It was oid}- l)ecause some magnified rejwrt of the affair

might have reached the ears of the Portuguese C4overnment,

and given rise to rumours hostile to me, that I thought it best

to let it appear to be an accidental escape. You .see, I am by

no means popidar with the Portugiicse. In the first place I am

a Protestant, and in the next place I am constantly bringing

pressure to bear upon them as to the supply of provisions,

the making of roads, the proper feeding and arming of their

own troops, and other matters of the same kind, and they

would be only too glad to have some cause of complaint

against me. But your case is altogether different, for you aic

risking even your life in thus aiding me to escape."

" That may be. General, V»\it it was nevertheless my duty as

a matter of conscience to endeavour to return the kindness

that you showed me ; and as at present your army Avill hardly

be in a state to take the field against us for a long time, T do

not feel that I am seriously injiu'ing our cause."

"Well, sir, I shall be your debtor for life. Do you in-

tend to remain always an exile. Captain Kennedy?" the Eiul

of Galway went on. "It seems to me little short of mad-

ness that so many gallant gentlemen should cut themselves

altogether adrift from their native country, and pass their

lives fighting as mercenaries. I do not use the word otlen

sively, but only in its proper meaning of foreigneis seiviiig

in the army of a nation not their own. Nor do I nuiin

to insult Irish gentlemen by even hinting that they serve

simply for pay. They fight for France mainly in the hope

that France will some day aid iu setting James Stuart on
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the British throne, a forlorn hope, fcjr although Louis may
encounigo the hopes of the Stuarts and tlieir foUouvrs l.y

patronizing their cause, which it suits him to do Ijccause
it gives him the means of striking at England l.y ctlectin- a
landing in Scotland or Ireland, it is yet a matter upon wliTch
he must be inditierent save in his own inter.'st, and in the
advantage it gives him of keeping i„ his service some dozen
«r so splendid regiments, on whose valour he can always rely."
"That is true, sir," Desmond replied; "and I own I have

no great hope that l.y the means of French assistance the
Stuaits will regain their throne. Ihit what could I do if I
were to return to Ireland? lieyond the fact that my name
IS Kennedy, I am in absolute ignorance as to what branch
of that family I belong to, and have practically n..t a friend
in the country. Were I to land in Ireland I have no
means of earning my living, and shoul.l (h.ubtle.ss be de-
nounced as one who had served in the Irish lirigade. I own
that I .should be glad to return there f..r a time in order to
make enquiries as to my family. I was but sixteen when I
left, and was kept, as it .seems to me, purpo.sclv in total
ignorar.ce on the subject. It niav be that 1 was the son of a
brave oHicer of that name, who certainly came over to France
soon after I was born, and fell fighting some years before
1 came out; but I have no proof that it was so, and would
give a great deal to be able to ascertain it. In Ireland they
think a great deal of genealogy, ami I am often .,uestioncd by
Irishmen of old descent as to my family, and find it ex-
tremely awkward to be obliged to own that I know nothing
of It with any c.rtainty. I have no desire to puss my life
in battles and sieges, and, if I survive the risks and perils
to settle down as a Frenchman with an Irish name."
"That I can well understand," the earl said. " Tis a life

that no man could desire, for it would certainlv l,e :i wasted
one. 1 can assure you that I think the chance of James
Stuart or his descendants gaining the throne oi England is

mft
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lemoto in the extreme. When William of Onuige came over

there was no standing army, a:id as James II had rendered

himself extremely unpopular by his Catholic leanings, he

became possessed of England without opposition, and of

Ireland by means of his Dutch troops. The matter is entirely

changed now. England has a strong army, against which a

gathering, however strong, of undisciplined men could have

but little chance. 1 conceive it possible that a Catholic

Stuart might regain the throne of Ireland if backed by a

French army and if the people were supplied with French

arms and money. But that he would retain the throne after

the Frencli were withdrav n I regard as next to impossible."

"I caiuiot 1'Ut think the same, sir. However, as I see no

chance of my being a))l3 to go to Ireland, even to push my

enquiries as to my family, there is nothing for it but to remain

a soldier of Franco.'

" In that matter I might assist you. Captain Kennedy. 1

have no doubt that my influence and that of my friends in

England woidd without diffic\ilty suffice to gain j)ermission

for you to visit Ireland on private business, on my under-

taking that you have no political object whatever in desiring

to do so, and that you engage yourself to enter into no plots

or schemes for a rising. Fii thermore, I think I can promise

that if you succeed in your researches, and lind that you have

relations and friends there, I could, if you desire it, obtain a

revocation of any pains and penalties you may have incurred,

and a restoration of all your rights as an Irishman. That

is certainly the least I can do aft«r the vital service that

you have rendeied lae— a service that in itself shows you do

not share in the bitter enmity so many of your countrymen

unforUuiately feel against England."

"I have no such enmity assurcaly," Desmond said. "Tlic

choice of coming out here to enter the service of Franco was

not of my own making, but was made for some reason \\iii«-h

I harve never been able to understand by the gentleman who
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had Itonio the expenses of my l)rin>iinji up, hut who was him-
self a strong supporter of the En^'lish rule, and thoieforc
would have been expected to place every obstacle in the wav
of my entering the Irish brigade."

CHAPTKl; XVIII

WAK

AFTER hearing Desmond's story the earl asked several

questions, and obtained further details of his life when a
boy, and of his interview with .b)hn O'Carroll.

"It is certainly strange," he said thoughtfully, "and worth
enquiring into, for it would seem that he must have some
interest in thus getting you out of the way and in your enter-

ing a service that would render it next to impossibU; that you
should ever return to your native land."

"I don't see any possible interest that he could have had in

that, sir; but certainly I have never been able to account for

his conduct."

" It is clear that there is some mystery about it," the earl

said warmly, "and wera I you I should certainly take leave of

absence for a time and jo over and get lo the bottom the
matter. At any rate I will at once write to Lond. and
obtain a safe-conduct for you. This you can use or not, as

you may decide, and can then, if you so please, return and
continue your service here. Mcthinks that the war will not
last very much longer. France is impoverished, the disasters
which have befallen her arms in Flanders have rendered the
war unpopular, and in England, in spite of the success gained
by their arms, the heavy taxation is making men ask whv a
war should be continued which may benefit Holland . -id the
German allies but can result in no good to England. And

11
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now, Cuptfiin Kennedy, I will l»c niiikiiig my way to join the

rcniiiins (tf my ainiy. I thank you again most heaitily for

your generous conduct, and, l)elieve me, you may always com-

niantl my services in any direction. I only regret that these

unhappy political ditiicultics shouM drive you and so many of

your l)rave countrymen into the service of a power that has

always been, and so far as I caji sec is likely to remain, an

enemy of England."

"I may say, sii', that Lord Clodolphin has for a certjiiu

reason promised to bcfiicnd me, and that if you wiite to him

on the subject of a safe-conduct, I thiidc I could rely upon his

taking a favourable view of the matter."

"I will do so certaiidy," the earl said. "His i)Ower is

great; if he is favourably disposed towards you, you may con-

sider the matter as done."

They chatted for some time longer, and then Desmond said:

"I think now, sir, that it would be safe to move. Every-

thing is perfectly quiet without, and I have no doubt that by

this time the cavalry have all returned to I'adajos. However,

I will accompany you for a short distance, for you may be

stopped by some of our advance posts. You h"d best take

the cloak and hat of my follower, and as I am well known no

questions will then be asked."

"By the way," Lord Galway added as, Mike having brought

up the horses, he mounted, " where shall I send a letter to

you with your safe-conduct? We arc in communication with

many persons at Madrid, and can pass a letter through the

lines at any time."

" "When there, T lodge at the house of Don Pedro Sarasta, in

the Calle del Retiro. T will request him to forward any letters

to me should I be absent."

The earl made a note of the address in his pocket-book, ami

then, putting on Mike's cloak and hat, started with Desmond,

who passed him without ciuestion through the lines of out-

posts, which were indeed but carelessly kept, as it was certain

^jmn^-:.
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that after the signal victory th.it had been gained it would be
a long time befoie any enemy woidd vetittire to attack them.
Two days after the tiglit the Maniuis de iJay moved forward

with his army with tlie intention of fighting another l)attle,

but (Jalway and Frontiera had hy this time reorganized their
forces and occupied so strung a position neai' Elvas that he
could not venture to attack them. However, he occupied
the country for a considerable distance beyond the frontier,
sul)sisting his army upon the piovisions aiid forage collected
by his cavalry in the villages and sni;dl towns. As it was
evident that, after the pioof given ui the inability of the
Portuguese to withstand any attack, there was no prob.ibility
of oH'ensive operations being renewed by the allies, and the
heat becoming intense, the force was withdrawn across the
frontier and went into qiiarteis, the general returning to
Madrid, where he received an enthusiastic welcome from the
inhabitants.

^
By this time, however, the knowledge that the king of

France was entering into negotiiitintis which would necessftate
his desertion of Spain greatly excited the population against
the French stationed in the capital. They were hissed and
hooted when they apjjcared in the streets, and for a time the
indignation was so great that the tioops were ordei'ed to
remain in their barrack.s. The king him.self, however, gained
rather than lost popularity, as he issued a proclamation to the
people, saying that, having accepted their invitation to be theii-
king, he would remain with them until driven from his throne
by force, and he confided absolutely in their affection and
aid to enal)le him to withstand any"^foes who might attempt
to dethrone him. In the autumn* another change occurred.
Although, in order to obtain peace, he had gi-anted all the
demands, however exorbitant, of the allies, and had undeitaken
to withdraw his troops from .Spain, Louis stood firm when to
these conditions they added another, namelv, that he should
himself undertake by force to dethrone his grandson.

m^^fjmnt^o'x-w^i^'mzm
Lm-
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This monstrous deniaiul uiiitetl iit oiica both thoso who

wished to continue the war rather than gratit such huniiliuling

terms us those which had been insisted upon, and the party

who were in favour of peace, even at that cost. The negotia-

tions were abruptly broken ott', and the French troops, who were

already on the march towards the frontier, received orders to

remain in Spain.

Now that he had O'Xeil with him, the time in Madrid passed

more pleasantly for Desmond than Ijefore. He was frecjuently

uway for several days carrying despatches to the commanders

of the forces in Valencia and Barcelona. In the capital the

P'rench were again regaided as friends, aiid as several successes

had been gained and phices captured in Catalonia, the hope that

the civil war that had so long been waged was approaching its

end, and the confidence engendered by the victory on the ( 'aya,

made the people doubt whether any attempt at invasion from

the west would be contemplated, and they gave themselves up

to gaiety. Balls and fetes were frecpiently organized, and at

these the JVench were among the most honoured guests.

Esu-ly in the spring preparations were made for active oper-

ations. Lieutenant-Ueneral O'Mahony had just returned froni

Sicily, where he had rendered distinguished service. In the

[)revious year Crofton had been made a major-general, and two

new regiments of Irish infantry had been formed of deserters

from the enemy in Catalonia and I'oitugai. These were com-

manded by Colonel Dermond M'Aulitte and Colonel Job;:

Comerford. These two regiments, with another under Colonel

Macdonald, marched from ALu'i :d in April. As the Mai(|uis

de Bay was not yet moving he oflered O'Mahony, who had

the connuand of the force, the services of Desmond "id OXoil

as aides-tie-camp. The offer was a welcome one, 1 as aoiie

of the men in the newly-raised regiments was acquai ed with

the language, Desmond, who now spoke Spanish well, would

be far more valuable tu liim than Spanish officers could be.

For two months the little force moved about in Catalonia,
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thn rapidity of its marches Latlliiij,' tin- attempts of tlie airli

(hike's forces to interfere with its ()[)eiatintis. These were
principally directed against various small fortresses held l.y

paitisatis of Charles. Several of these wei-e captured, thus
clearing the roads they j^uarded, and opening the country for

the more important operations that Philip himself was almut
to undertake. It was not until Jidy that the royal army ap-
proached Lerida, where O'.Mahony's force joined'it. (Jeneral
Stanhope marched with the troops under his conunand and
encamped at Iklaguei-, where he was joined l>y Haron d('

Wetzel with some troops, which had been l.iought from Italv.

As Stanhope's force was insiiiKcient to give battle until joined
by the main army of Charles, he marched, on the 31st of .Tulv,

heade<l by two English and two Dutch regiments of dragoons,
to secure the passes near Alfaro, and so check the advance of
the Spaniards. After performing a long and ditKcult march,
they took up a defensive position. Stanhope found, however,
that the river in front of him was so low that cavalry and
artillery could pass easily, and even infantry coulfl cross with
out difticulty.

Scarcely had he taken up his position when two brigades
of infantry and nineteen s(|uadrons of cavalry were seen ap-

proaching, having been detaclicKl from the Spanish army to
occupy the position which had been secured by the rapidity
of Stanhope's niarch. They therefore waited for their main
army to come up, but before it did so the whole of Stanhope "s

force had arrived, and was prepared for battle. Although it

was past si.x o'clock in the evening, Charles, on his arrival,

decided to fall upon the enemy before they could encamp,
which they might do in a position in which it would be difficult

to attack them.

Fourteen cannon at once opened fire from an eminence,
whence they commanded the position taken up by the advance
force of the Spaniards. This position was on low ground in
front of the ridge uiion which the village of Almenara stood,

li
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and nothing could Ijc seen of tlit- force that hiy iKjliind this

rid^o.

'I'hu advained force of Spaiiianis ascrrnhMl this ridge as soon

as the artiilfry opoui'd uimii tiicni, and Cuiicial Statdn>|i(>

ohtaiiu'(l k'ave from Marshal StarcndHTi;, who coinmandoil the

archduke's army, to charge fhcni. With ten s(|nadrt)ii.s of

horse he rode up the asci-nt, and there, when he gained it, saw

to his surprise twenty-two squadions facing him. Hanked with

infantry, and supported with another line ot cavalry ecjually

stronjj. lie sent hack at once for fourteen sijuadrons from his

second line, and when six of tfiese came up he advanced ajjainsl

the Spaniurds, who at the same time moved forward to meet

him. The cavalry on Philip's left at once gave way. 'i"he

centre and li^ht, aided l»y the tiro of the infantry, made a

stout fight, but were driven hack hy the English and Dutdi

cavalry. The fighting was severe, for of the six English s(|nad-

rons who charged, two hundred men and twenty-one othcers

were killed or wounded.

Philip's second line of cavalry gave hut feehle support,

and Stanhope's horse .soon had thetn all in confusion, and,

driving them from the field, pursued them hotly. The fugi

tives da.shed into their own infantry, who were just arriving

in force, and their panic communicated it.self to them, and a

total rout took place. The pursuit was kept up until it was

so dark thiit the troopers were unable to see each other's faces,

and they then halted, having defeated the Spanish without the

aid of their infantry, which had not ccmie up in time to take

any part in the fight. Much of the baggage, together witli

tents, many cannon, and a (juantity of ammunition, fell into

the hands of the victors. Owing to the darkness the nuniliei'

of prisoners taken was small. O'Mahony and his tnops had

taken no part in the engagement, as, having arrived late on

the previous evening after a long march, they were still at

Ticrida. It had not been deemed necessary to huriy tlieiu

forward, as no battle was expected to take place for some
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clayg—as in<l('o<| W(.iil<l liav.> l..«.-n tin- r.is,. li.ul the foivt- s.nt
fonviinl anivcl at tin- livt-r iK-foiv Statilii)|H'.

'I ho i()iito<l troops anivid iiikI.t tli.- sli.'lt.T of tho ^'iins of
lA'ii<i,i. Cliailcs <li(( not atla.k tln'm tli.Mc. I.iit, :ii;^.iii- ;i

(li'toiir, soi/.'<l Hoven.l |.la.r.s i„ .\ra;.'..ii wkI, f|„. iiit,.|,ti.,irof

ciittin- th(« tin.- I.y \vl i.l, I'hili,, woiiM p.nlMl.lv ivtin-, a„,|
forcing' liiiu to ti^rht a,^'aill. i'lijlj,,, |„.\vrv.r, oil his p.iit,

maivhod from Li'ii<l;i in ohUt to lelii.' into I'astilc hv way of
SaragossH. Chail.'s f..IIo\v,.,l hotly, and a portion ..f his <MvaIiy
came up to ih.' mir of tlio tMi.-niy in the .h'til.- of I'mulvn.
H.TO the Spanianls po.ste.l a stn.nir foire of .mmailiers, and
the (h'tilo luin- too narrow for the cavahy to act. tho^e dis-
mounted, and u h(.t ti^ht took place, in which lM,th parlies
claimed the victory. However, I'hilip retired the .same day
iri j,'reat ha.ste. L'liailes, arriving three hours Liter, ute the
dinner that had been prepared tor his rival.

The Spaniards, covered hy the defenci' (.f the pas.s, cros.«od
the Kl)n» and po.stcd themselves in a stron- position within a
mile uf Saragus.sa. On the iMst of An^'iist Marshal Stan-ni-
ber«,', with his ^'cnerals, havinj,' reconnoitr.:.! their position,
gave orders for the attack to take- phuv the next morning, and
at (hiybreak the cannon on bolh -ides opened fire. (leneral
Stanhope, who comnianded on the left win^', fciind that the
enemy had the -re.iter part of their cavalry facing him, and
therefore .strengthened his force by four battalions of f,M,t and
SIX .s.p.adrons of Portuguese horse. The Sp,-,ni>h line r.ui
obliquely from the river on their left to a steep hill on their
right occupied by their cavalry and a battery of artillery.
These, therefore, wero much nearer to the attacking force than
were tho.se on the plain.

The battle l>egan at twelve o'clock, Charl.!s's Dice marching
in two line.s, with the e.vception of Stanhopes cavalry and
infantry. These, from their situation, were the first tJ come
in eontact with the enemy. The four battalions first pushed
forward up the hill, and, driving the Spanish cavalry back,

ni
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hII()Wc<I St,iiili()|»c's liuisf to ascfiul tlif lull iiiid form on its

cr»!st. Tin- lijittlo H|»<'f<lily laiipid aloiij,' the vvholo liiu*. 'l'\n>.

Spatiiiinis, with .sii|Miiiir tmiiilicrs, g.iiiu'd gfournl on ilieir left.

Hero O'Mahoiiy J* ciniis wcro siatioiicd, and tlii-y drovo a jwr-

tion of the Jillies across tho KI)ro a^'aiti ; Inil this HucfosH whs

morothati (•ount(Ml)aIaiii('d on tin- ntlu-r flank, when' Sfatdio|n''s

cavalry and infantry rarriod all lioforL- them. The lattt-r, pohU-d

in a hollow, opciitHl so heavy a rtro upon the Spanish infantry

as they advanced that they fell into disorder, and ;vs their

cavalry were driven oil", hotly pnrsiied hy Stanhope, they fell

Iwick upon the centre, which they threw into disorder. Seeing

that the battle was Kwt, the Manpiis de Hay gave the order to

retire.

Two hours after the first shot was tireil the rout «)f the

Spanish centre and right was complete, l»nt a consideraMe

portion of the troops were rallied hy de Bay at Alagon, three

leagues alK)vo Saragossa. The left wing, luider Generals

Amezjiga and OMahony, wtMc checkcfl in their course of

victory by the disaster which befell the centre and right; but,

maintaining their discipline, they fell back in goinl order and

rejoined their defeated comrades at Alagon. All the catnion

and most of the colours of the regiments forming the centre

and right fell into the hand* of the victors. The loss of the

allies was about two thousand men killed or wounded, and that

of the Spaniards and French three thou.sand killed and wounded
and between five and six thousand prisoners. Philip rode at

once to Madrid, and on the evening of the battle the anhdnke
entered Saragossa, while de Bay retired with the broken

remains of his troops towards Navarre.

Desmond and O'Neil, who had riflden behind O'Mahony, .<?aw

the Spanish troops of the archduke yield l)efore the impetuous

attacks of the Irish regiments, who, as they pressed theii' foes

backwards, burst into loud cheering, believing the victory

already won. Presently O'lMahony stopped the advance.

" We must not push too fur forward, he said. " It seems
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f.oin the capital, and General Stanhoite marched on v-ith his

divi.si(Mi to Madrid, which ..poncd its gates without resistance,

IMiilip liaving retired with his army. Charles entered t.ie city

on the 'J^th of September, 1710.

The alarm in Fra-i.te at the news of the defeat at Saragossa

was .Meat, and Louis at once despatched the Duke of Vcnd.'.me

to command there. The latter, travelling fast, and gather-

i,,.. up the -arrisons of the towns through which he passed,

.rossed the frontier at nearly the same time as Charles entered

Madrid, and ctTected a junction with de Ray's army, which

had by this time been increased by some fourteen thousand

men drawn from the garrisons of towns in Navarre, Castillo,

Galicia, and Valencia. Vendume had no d.mbt that the mt.n

tion of the allies in marching upon Madrid was to open on.

munication with the Portuguese, and determined to throw

himself between the capital and the frontier. .Marching wiili

all speed, he encamped near Salamanca on the Gth of October,

and thence moved to I'lasencia, thereby securing the bridge

of Almarez and preventing the Portuguese from joining

Charles.

Had it not been for the usual indecision and want of energy

on the part of the Portuguese Government the junction might

have been effected before Vendome arriv-'d at Plascncia, for

both Charles and Stanhope had, after the victoiy of Saragos>;i,

written urgently, begging that the Portuguese army should at

onci advance and join them at Madrid, and that at any lair,

if the whole army c.juld not move, at least the troops in tlic

pay of England should jMish forwnrd instantly. StanliniM-

indeed had marched with his division to the bridge of AIniaro/.

to facilitate the junction, and had defeate.l a Spamsli force

guarding the bridge. However, the Portuguese did not arrive;

iind when a messenger brought the alarming news that a

Spanish and French army had occupied Plasencia, Stanhope

fell back towards Madrid. As large French reinforcements

were known to be approaching the frontier, and Philip's army

K-.J

.
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was already much superior in mm.hor.s to that .,f tlio allies it
was decided ni a council (.f war to evacuate Madrid. The fo.res
which had occupied Tole.lo and other town, were recalled and
early ,n December the army left the cai.ital, the archduke
nding at once to IJarcelona, while the arniv, of which Stan
hopes division formed the rear guard, followed in the same
uiiection.

The movement had been delayed to„ h.ng; Vendume an.l
1 hilip were already at han.l, and on tlie -Jth fell upon Stanho„es
clivrsion at P.rihuega. This force, consisting of eight Knglish
battalions and the same number of Portuguese horse, defende.I
themselves desperately, an.l altlmugh the town was wholly
without fortifications they repulsed every attack until their
animuintion was exhauste.l, an.l they were then forced to sur-
lender. Staremberg, on hearing that Stanhope was attacked
iind surrounded, turned back and marched with all speed to
relieve h.m, but on arriving within three hours' march of the
ow,,, heard that he had surren.lcre.1. The Duke of \-en.lu,„e
'"•anng of his c.miing, drew his troops out an.l form...l theni
I" ine of battle, an.l the next n.orning attacke.l him vigor^
ously^ Ihe allied right hel.l their groun.l, but the left Hd
un. \en, .mie swept his right round an.l took the centre an.!
nght of the allies in the rear. Three battalions of the se..,nd
ino, however, fell in turn upon the French rear an.l repulse.!
tliem, an.l the left wing, rallying again, renewe.1 the battle

Ihe coml)at was in.lecisive, both parties claiming the victorv
.Staremberg wrote to Charles that he ha.l captiire.l all tl...
enemy s guns an.l ha.l killed six th.Misan.l of them, while th.-
iM'cnch claime.1 that they ha.l totally .Icfeate.l the allies and
capture, all their cann..,,, kille.l four th.M.san.l, an.l taken nine
th..usan,l pri.,oners. The balance of pr.,babilitv lies to some
extent with the French, for the day after the battle, Starem-
'H'rg retire,! and marchc.l to Ha.c.-lona; but the fact that l„.
was not at on.'e pursued shows that the French an.l Spaniards
must have sutfered very heavily.

H
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Desmond ha.l pii..sccl uu.cuthe.l through the battle of Sani^

.'os.su (JXeil hiitl lieen severely wouiuleil, but hud muuivgefi

to sit his horse until thf division elVected its junction v.th

the Miirquis dc Bay's shattered forces. (Jreat was the wrath

among the two Irish regiments at the issue of the battle.

" What is the use," an otiicer said to Desmond, "of our throw-

ing away our lives fighting for these Spaniards when they

themselves are useless, save when they meet the I'ortuguese

who are still more contemptible] Here have we, on level

.'round, fairly beateti the enemy, while the right and centre,

although having a great advantage in position, allow then,

.selves to be scattered like a Hock of sheep."

" They had stouter foes to meet than we had," Desmond said.

"We had oidy Si)aniar(ls opposed to us, while they had Kngh.^l.

and Dutch to fight; and as the best French troops have t..u..d

in Flanders that tluse were at least a match for them, we must

not blame the Spanish too severely for giving way liefore they

were attacked."

" There is something in that, 1 admit, Kennedy. It seeiu^

U) me that in this war it would be much better if the

Spaniards an.l Portuguese had both remained at home an.i

allowed the French and us fight it out with the English ami

Dutch. The battles wouM have been small, bat at least they

would have been desperately fought."

"But it would be absurd, Moore, for us to lay down our

lives in a struggle in which those principally concerned i..uk

no part whatever, and which was of no groat interest either to

us or t.. the English. After the way in which Loms was .rady

t„ throw over Spain and I'hilip at the beginning of the y.'ar,

the Spanish alliance can be of no great advantage t,o hiiii.

anfl I do not think that even Philips orders would induce a

Spanish armv to march across the frontier to assist hr.v.uc.

Therefore, as Eouis can gam nothing by the Spanish allianc...

why should he weaken himself by sending forces here ti> luaui-

tain Phihp on the throne?
"

;iV-;
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"But with the Archdnk.- Charles here, he would have au
enemy on his fn.nti.T. I'hjlip nii-ht not assist him, hut
( harh's w.,uhl he .u/tively hostile. The Kn-lish and D.u.h
troops wouhl be pouring into the |H-rnrisula.' and wa should
have another Flanders in the south of 1 mmc- ;'

" Well," Desmond said after a |-aus... "the l.est way I ;an
see out rrf it i, for hoth I'hilip and rharl-s to with.ln'ru, and
allow the S],;iru-sh to H.'ct a Spanianl f.« th.-ir kin- or if

they ';ould not agree to that, uhi,}, I dunt sup]X)s,. th..v eoul.I
do. choose s.,m.- forngn priti.v i„.l„t<gin- to a |«.ttv stat.- whi.h
starKis altogether aloof fnnn Kur<.|>ean affairs, and seat him o.,

the throne. If, again, th.-y wouhl not acrept hin>, Knglan.l
and France should nnitiially agr.-e not t^. interfen- in th.- .Ttfair,

and let the Si)aniards induig.' in eivil war a.s Ion- as it nlea.ses
them."

Moore laughed. •• It might l.e a good .solution. K^-.n-'dy
l.ut there is no more ehano- <,f Philip or Charles renoutiein-
rheir pr«s*'n.sions, or indeed ..f ^h,- Freiieh on one side and the
allies on the other permitting ihem to do so, that, there is of
tk^ worM becoming an utopU. where wai shall be luiknown,
awl aJl |>e< ,les live together in jMiaee and amity."

"*ell. Desmond .said, "Uht my part I an.'.siek of fighting
ra tiaarrels that do not concern me, and when this campuign
eoDaes r,w an end I shall, if {Kjssible, rejoin IJerwic k. The airs,,

of^ the Stuarts is not advanced in the slightest by w hat is

tJiJdng place in Spain, and if I am to fight, J woul.rnither do
so where victors would benefit us."

"I doiit kun«- -iiat you are not right," the other assented.
"It -ertamiv .s.-tii8 a pity that the best lilood of Iivlan.l
should r^ s])ill^ HI Flanders and Spain in the servi... of a
foreiOT <T»,„ittT. To my mind th.' t-rins of tlie surrender
of Limerick were disa<lvantageous both I,. Iivian.l and
Engtand. Englaml has gained a number of iinvt..r;if.- foes
who. wtrh good and wise treatment, mi-ht now be fi^dui,,-
m h«- own ranks; Ireland has lo>t her best blood, men who
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iuid l.oloiiiicd to the old fumilies,

:S

were hor natural Icidt'is

wlioiu all respected.

" I am sure it was a mistake," Desmond said. " If the terms

had been an al.soluto e<iiudity in all matters of leligion, and

the free jjaidoii of all without eonfis.atioii of their property

or other disability, it would have gone far to reconcile our

people to defeat,' lor they would have seen that they could

not hop.- for more than the I'ight of free e.xercise of then

religion if the Stuarts came to the throne again."

'4'erhaps you are right, Kennedy. T know that I myself,

had it not heen for the pei'^ecutions and the priest hunting,

and the closing of our chapels, shoidd never have thought of

leaving Ireland and taking foreign sei'vice, but now there is

no going back.
'

"No, I sup|.ose not," Desmond said gloomily. "Nothing

short of an amnesty ensuring freedom of worship, and peitcd

civil equality to all, would induce the majority of us to retmn

to Ireland, and indeed it is not easy to sec what we could do

if we got there. The estates of our fathers are in the hands of

strangers. We should soon be altogether without resources.

and we shouhl be almost driven to conspire again, even th(»ugli

success woidd in no way mend the matter. However, there

is no chance of such an act being passed, for, even if the

English Ministry d(!sired to do so, the Protestant feeling in

England and Scotland wouhl be too strong for them, and

Parliament, which strongly represent* that feeling, wouhl

reject the bill by an innn.nse majority."

"Then there is nothing to do but to go on fighting," Mooir

said.

"I see nothing else for it, Moore, but I own thai 1 do ii..t

care for the life. I have ha.l three years of it now, and don i

like the j)rospect of another thiity."

" You have been fortunate too, Kennedy?"

"Yes, I have been fortunat.' in the way of gettuig protn..

tion, fortunate that I wa.s not, long before this, put nndci
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the sod; Init it is no grcjit gratiticntiDii to lie .1 ciiptain, iuul

though in another thirty yeais, if 1 live. 1 may l.e :i gcMLTal,

I don't think even that would reconcile nio to ti;o litV. h is

just as hard, and a good deal nioic responsilile; aiul if thirty

years passed over, and the Stuarts wee not I'estc icd, they
assuredly never wouhl lie, and I should li.ive wasted my life

for nothing."

"Well, I am very glad," Mooie laughed, -thai all our
fellows do not look at it in the same light as you <lo, hut take
things as they tvjine. 1 don't Ik ther myself al.out the future.

"

"It is a good thing," Desmond said, "and it is the natiori.d

character to take things as they come. I dare .say J shall get
int(j the same way some day, liut just at pi'esenl, I su|)pose

partly because we have got ;i thiashing, I feel rather down in

the dumps.''

Desmond continued his duties as aide-de-camp to O'Mahony,
and took his share in the vaiious opeiations that ended with
the army going into winter ipiarters and Thilip making a

trium[)hant entiy into Madrid. Then he went to the general.

"General, I wish to ask leave to return to France, at any
rate for a time. The Duke of ISerwick, when Ik despatched
me to join the staff of the Duke of (Jrleans, said he would
reinstate me on his sMff as soon a.s the duke no longer
re(|uired my services. When the Duke of Orleans lefi I was
handed over with the rest of the stall" to the Marshal de Bay,
under whom I .served in the battle of the Cuadiana, and until,

as you know, 1 was detailed to accompany your brigade. Now
that the campaign is over, f .shoidd at ai.y rale like to pay
a visit to the ])iiko of JJemiek, under whom I served at

Oiidenarde. I have tlurefore come to ask vou to <lispense

with my services, and to permit me to r<'lurn to France."

"Certainly, Captain Kennedy. \'i>ni assistance has been
of great value to me, but there is no chance of anvthinir beir."

(lone dnrni- tin' winter, and as many of my othcers are now
beguining to speak Spani.sh, they will, should they remain

if

i'l i

if I,

lilt

il
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here till the spring, he !il)le to j^et on very fairly. I sha): be

pleased, hefore you start, to furnish you with a testimonial

stilting the services you have remleied me. Indeed, I have

more than onre mentioned them in my reports."

CHAPTEH XIX

IN SKAKCH OK A FAMILY

ON the following day Desmond left the l.rigade, and, fol-

hjwed hy .Mike, rode for Madrid, where was still lying

.1 letter which had arrived some monms before from England.

1!.' had not asked for it to be fo-warded, for if he had been

killed, and it had l)een found on him, it might do his memory

a great disservice, as it woidd seem that he had been in

correspondence with the British. The letter, which contained

an enclosure, was, to his surprise, fron> Lord (iodolphin. It

ran

:

Drin- (Jm'TMS Kt:SMil>y,- PiiitlifKf the request of the Eail i>f

Galu-at/, (tiid still more from mj O'tcii reiiiemhnnire of your r,mdwt

ill that ojl'air you know of aiul of the silence that you maintaiio<l

ivmrniiiKj it, I have pUasure in sendiii;/ you a sitf-condwt to visit

Irilohd oil private affairs. The earl tells me that you have rendered

him the (/reatest of services, and this ahme should raucel the Jort

that you have hceii sfiviiuj aijainst us in Fhuiders and Sjidii. /"''

this, and for your conduit to myself, I ran promise you that shmilJ

i/ou, at any time while I am in pmver, decide to remain in Inland,

I will obtain f>r ymi a full and complete pardon and a vslni<i(h>n

in all your ritjhts as an Irish suhfrt if the ijueen. I will ah"

obtain a nirrsal i<r any ,'tti'inders <ir arts of eotijisratiim that may

horr hen j-issed aijainst yuui ftiiiily, on your ijiiing your pnanisr
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thnt i/iiii nil/ Hilt liiki' jHiit in mnj srrrii /7«/.v «/ iviisinntrics (niitinsl

(III' rrii/iiliiif j'liitihi, thoiKjh ill the. erml „f a iimeinl lisiiuj in

Ireland, wilh fhe iLnisfanre jinlmjit i>f n Fiiiirli miini, ijnii miiild

he tit lihertij to choose ymir own runis,- <if ,i,iii,n, irithi>iit Inrnnimi

nmre pains and penalties than thi.sr n-hirh miijht I'efall any natire

»f Iietnud waiiinfj nvr iKjuinst th>' quein.

m

'
I

As liiith (l()il()l|)liiii ;iri(l .Marlltc>rou>;h were known to he l»v

no means unfiivouiaMy disposefl to tlie eause of ilie Stuarts,

Desmond was hardly siiiprised at the latter |»;irt of this inti-

iDation. Though he had l)Ut small hopes of heing enaliled to

remain permanently at home, it was yet very welcome to

him. Certainly, if h« remained in Ireland he would consider

himself bound to hold himself aloof fr(mi all dacohite plots,

although, if the country rose and a French army landed, he
would, unless ho considered the cause a hopeless one, draw
his sword on behnlf of him whom he considered as his lawf\d

sovereign.

"It is not sorry I am, your honour, to ]»e turning my l)ack

on this country,'' Mike said, as they ro<le out from the gate;
" the wine is good, which is more than T can say for anything
else in it, except that the people are good Catholics."

" I am starting i'. longei- journey than you think, Mike. I am
only going to the duke now to ask for a year's leave, though

! do not think that I shall lie absent more than a few months."

"And where are you going, your honour, if I may make .so

bold as to ask?"

"I am going to Ireland. Mike."

Mike looked at him with astonishment. " To Ireland, your
honour? Sure they will hang you l)efore you set your foot

a week in the countiy."'

"I have obtained a safe-condn< t. Mike, from Lord (JcioljAin.

You I 'member him. tlie nobleman we kidnapp^J T'

'Siu'e I remember him, your honour; and hi' has given vou

iti

2. 11
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a safe-conduct? ll in in luck you iiro, to bo going back to

Ireliuid again."

" It is not a visit of pleasure, Mike. 1 am going over to try

to ascertain to which biaiicli of my family I belong."

"And what can it matter, your lionour? It's a goo<l name

you have made for yourself out hero."

"
1 have done well encmgh, Mike, but I am tired of being

asked Vv almost every otticei- I meet about my family, when

ill fact i know nothing myself."

"'Veil, Captain, it does not H"om to me worth troubling

about, for if you don't know who tlioy are, it is little they can

have done for you."

" It would seem so, Mike. There is a mystery about the

whole aiVair, and I want to get to the bottom of it."

He rode silently for some distance. He knew that Mike

would go through fire and water for him, and that, siniple as

he seemed, he had no ordinary amount of shrewdness; and he

determined to tell him all he knew, especially as he intended

to take him to Ireland with him.

" Mike," he said at last, " I suppose you woidd like to pay

a visit to Ireland also?"

"I should that," Mike .said emphatically. "I was but eighteen

when I came out here to enlist in the brigade- that is twelve

years ago now, and it is few people would be likely to know

me again."

"Well, I am thinking of taking you vith m--. .Mike: and

as possibly you maj be of use in my search, I will tell you

my story."

And he related the histoi . of his youth.

" He must be an unfeeling baste to treat ycju like thi't," .Mike

exclaimed indignantly. "Sure I know th- n.mie, and have

heard him spoken of as a traitor who had gone ovei' to the

enemy, and turned Protestant to save his estate."

"That is how you wotdd he,ir him s{rt*ken of, Mike, for it

is true; but as tu his treatment of me, it all depends whether
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1 was forced upon him !.y threats, or w.-is taken \^y him out

fjf friotiiIshi|) to my father. If it were the tir>t of these

reasons, ho cannot he lilamed fui- keepin.;,' me at a distance; if

the second, lie certainly ought to have hehaved dillfniitly.

I5nt neither explain- why he, a supporter of the tisurper, should

have sent ine out to France to fi^dit ugainst the iJii^lish. It

is a hard nut to crack."

Mike agrecil. "Mighty haid: liut your honour will get to

the liottom of it, ne\er fe.ir, And uliy are we goin- to the

duke, master?"

"To get leave of altsence. I cainiot dis.ip[..ar sudilenly

without asking f(.r leave. I shall, of course, tell the Duke
of Herwi'-k exactly why I am going, and 1 feel sure he will

grant mv reiiuest without hesitation. There is no tiuhtiii"

to he done just ut present, and even if there were, one otticer

more or loss would make no diti'ereiice.

"Have you any relations in Ireland, Mike.'"

"None that I know of, sir, liarring a si-ter who was twelve

years older than myself; and it is little I saw of her, foe slu;

married when I was a hit of a gossoon. lU-i' Imsltand was
killed in the siege of Limerick, and I heard that after it was
over, she went to settle with .^oTue cousins in L'oik. Whether
she is there now, is married again, or is dead yeais ago, is

more than I can say, seeing that I hr.c never heard of her

since."

"Was she with her hushand in the siege of Limerick?'
"She was that; I heard aliout her from .some men wIh'

knew her hushand. They .said, after ho was killed she went
as a .servant in the family of an otiici-r and his wife for a hit,

hut the otficer was killed, and the lady died of grief and
troul)le; and it vas hard work .•^he hud to live till the place

surrendered. That is all I know about it, your honoui'. It

might have Iteen true, and it might not. I was hut a hoy,
it-l niaylie I hotliered the man with .|U<'stions, and he just

told me what came into his head to keep me nuiet."

M

m

iM
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"Well, -It ;iny nifo, Miko, as w»' .Hliall iiiosi likoly '.m<l at

('t»rk, ynii might try to tiiid \ouv siHtt-r out. It r,l.e went

throii^'li the siege shv. will know the names of many of the

otticers. She may have heard of a Kennedy.

" May1>e *>i half a dozen, v our honour. A- lu\al ^ei ilemen

they would l)e sure to l>e tlu le."

"What was her ii;nni', .Miki '

"

"Sure it wh.s the .same as my own !ie»'"ic she married, just

Xorah C'alla;j;han."

"So I suppose, Mike," Desmon.! saiil \\itlia laugh; "but

what was the name «»f the husiiand .

"Kooney. I iiave not thought of it this many a year, liut

it is sure I am that it was Kooney; and m.u I liMuk of it, a

message came to me from her just l»efore I ieft il countiy,

Siiying that should 1 ever 1)e in the neighliourhoo<l, is glad

Hhe woidd Iw to see me: and I was to ask for Mrs. Hooney, who

lived with her cousin, l.arry ("allaghan. a ship's e.rpenter,

in Middle Lane, which I should find liy the river hank.

'

"Well, that i.s something to go hy, Mike. (»f cout-e >.lic

may have moved away I >ng since, but ii her cousin is a >lii[is

carpenter it is not likely that he would have left the neigh

boiuhood."

"I wonder your honour never a^k. I about the Kennedys

from some of the oHicers who were at the siege f
" 1 did not like to do so. The colonel came to the conclusion

that I must Ite the son of Murroch Kennedy, who came out

soon after Limerick surrendered, and was killed at Breda two

or three months .after he joined the iaigade. The • ilicers

agreed with the colonel that this gentleman was probably

my father, and of course I was conti nted that it -hould tie

supposed so, and therefore I asked no (piestions about other

Kennedys. Of late, however, I have been worried over the

matter. In the Irish regiments in Spain, as elsewhere, were

a number of otHcers belonging to good "Id ':ish families, and

though 1 ha\e got on well enough w hem— in the lirst
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|»Iin'(' iis Hciwii'k's aiilcdf ciiiip, iiml .iftriwiiids us (»ii the st.itV

of tijo goruMiilj^ luTc I coiiM scit' that wlim, in answer to thi'ir

<|iiestioii, it waa evidt-nt I knew little or iiotliing of my faiiiilv,

tlioro was a sort of coolness in their nianncr which I coiiM

Unito nnderstanij, conntin^ hack their ancestors as they <li<l

|ir(;tty nearly to the MimmI. At present it does not make anv
dilVerence to nit; personally, one way or the oiih-r, Imii I am
convinced that if Ity chance, when I j,'el older, 1 shonld fall in

love wit li the dan^hter of an otliceiof one of these old families,

he would not for a moment listen to mo until I could give him

some |)ro(^)fs that 1 had a right to the name I hear, or at any
rale came of a good family, t'ertjiinly, at piesent I could not

assure him on eitlier point. I only know that I have always

lieen callecl KinMi dy, and th.'t it was undei that name that I

was committed to the care of Father O'I.eary. That proves

nothing more than that it is the name hy which John O'C'arroll

wishetl me to l>e called; and it is as likely as not— indeed a

good deal more likely that it was not the true one."

'•Well, at an}' rate, your honour, you have made the name
of l)esmond Kennedy well known and liked l)oth among the

Irish and B'rench otlicers, for it is no slight thing that an

orticer in an infantry regiment sh(»uhl he taken on the statl' of

the hukc of Berwick."'

"All that is veiy well. .Mike; hut it will not satisfy me
more than it satisfies others. So I am resolved to try to get

to the bottom of the afTair, even if I have to g(» direct to

.John O'Carroll, though I know that the chance of his telling

me anything is hut slight. The only way indeed that seems

likely to lead to anything is to <all upon as many of the

Keiuiodys as I can discover, and ask whether .Murroch Ketmedy,
who left Ireland after the ^iegc of Limerick, married and

left a child of two years old l>ehirnl him. If so. and that child

suddenly disappeared when his father left for France, ther-

would be every rea.-nn f : assuming that 1 v, ,,s the child i;i

question; though why he should have commilted me to the

\l
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charge of John O'C'anoll instead of to one of his own fannly

is not easily seen, unless the whole of the Kennedys were m

such ill favour with the English Government that he thought

it better to trust me to one who was in good odour with the

supporters of Dutch William, and was therefore safe from

disturbance in his estates."

"Sure, your honour, you arc arguing it out like a counsellor,

and there is no gainsaying what you have spoken. I have no

doubt you will ferret it out. With such a boad as you have

on your shoulders, it is hard if you cannot circumvent that

ould rascal at Kilkargan."

"At any rate we will try, you and I. ^^hile 1 am visituig

the Kennedys, you can be finding out peoi)le who were at

Limerick diiring the siege, and gather all they can remember

about the Kennedys there."

As Desmond had expected, the duke, as soon as he heard

his story, at once gr. ited him leave of absence.

"I hope you may succeed, Kennedy," he said. "It is a

poor look-out to be risking death continually in the service

of a foreign king. I grant that we have the knack of making

ourselves at home wherever we may be, and there are Irish

officers in every army in Europe; but, however successful

Irishmen may be, they cannot but long to be among their

own people in their own land. And if, as you tell me. Lord

Godolphin will befriend you, I for one shall think no worse

of you if you settle down at home when you have found your

family. I know tha^ if the sword should be again drawn with

a fair prospect of success you will declare for the rightful

king."

"That I should cert^unly do, sir; and will assuredly give

no promise or undertaking to abstain from joining any royal

army that may be raised in Ireland But it is not with any

intention of settling at home that I am going there, but

simply, as I have told you, to discover to what family 1

belong, so that I can have a right m the name I bear."
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" At what port will you embark?"
" 1 intend to jKiy a visit for a few clays to the Baron do

Tointtlcxter and Monsieur de la Vallee, after which I shall

cross into Italy. I have no doubt that 1 shall be able to find

some fishermen at Ton on who will undertake to land me
somewhere near Oenoa, where I shall be able to take a passage

in a ship l)ound for England."

" Vnd I suppose you take your servant with you?"
" With your permission, Duke. He has been my oompatn'on

for three years. He is shrewd as well as brave, and will give

me valuable help in my enquiries."

Affer remaining a couple of days with Berwick's army,

Desm' !id started with Mike, and received the warmest wel-

come from the Baron de Pointde.xtcr, and aft rwards from

Philip and his wife. Then they travelled on to Toulon, where

Desmond sold the horses and equipments. He left his uni-

form and Mike's theie, and procured two civilian suits. As
he anticipated, he experienced no difficulty in arranging to

be landed near Genoa. There he found several ships bound

for England or Ireland, and took a passage in one that would

touch at Cork on its way to Dublin. The voyage was un-

eventful, and the ship, which had no great draught of watei-,

proceeded up the river to the city.

"The first thing to do, Mike," Desmond said as they stepped

ashore, "is to get rid of these clothes, whose French cut will

at once attract attention. I shall get a suit such as is worn

by an Irish gentleman
;
you had better equip yourself as my

servant. No livery is worn here, but any quiet dress will be

suitable."

They put up at a small inn, and remained there until a suit

such as Desmond desired was made for him, and Mike found

no difficulty in purchasing ready-made clothes suitable to his

new position. Desmond had taken rooms as Mr. Kennedy,

and had asked carelessly if there were any families of that

name living in the neighbourhood.

I
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"There is one who lives a short distiiiice out of the town. It

is ii small house, and shame it is that one of the old family

should eome down so; but most of their estates were stolen

from them after the war. Still, the f»ld man holds his head as

if he was still lord of broad acres, and he is mightily respected

among the gentry."

The next day Desmond hiied a horse and rode out to tin;

house of Mr. Keiuiedy, which was some three miles from tlu;

town. He sent in his name, and was shown into a room,

wher'? a tall man with a somewhat haughty air received him not

unkindly.
" Your name is the same as my own," he said, " though I do

not recognize the name of Desmond Keiuiedy among such

members of the family as I am acquainted with."

"I have but just landed from France, and my object in

coming here is to obtaiji some information as to my father's

family. Hearing that a gentleman of the name lived here, I

came first to you. May I ask if you were acquainted with

a Murroch Kennedy?"

"Surely I was; he was my first cousin. We fought side by

side at Limerick. I was not one of those who cared to enter

foreign service. My estates were confiscated, and I have ever

since lived here on the wreck of my fortune, taking no pan

in politics. My cousin was of a ditierent mind. He did not

indeed go out at once with the greater part of the army of

Limerick, but still, hoping that the cause was not altogethei-

lost, he lived for some months among the mountains and took

part in a rising which was promptly suppressed, and then

joined the Irish Brigade; and I received a notification from

one of his brother officers that he had fallen at the battle of

Breda. And now may I ask in turn what Murroch Kennedy's

relationship was to youl"
" I will tell you, sir. But first will you kindly inform me

whether your cousin left a child about a year old behind

him?'
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"Cei-tainly not, sir. My cousin was an unmarried man, at

any rate up to the time when he left Ireland."

"Then, sir, my (juestions are at an end. I may tell you
that about the time vour cousin left Ireland I was sent as an
infant to the care of John O'Carroll, the traitor, of Kilkargan,
and was brought up under the name of Desmond Kcnnedv.
He showed me but little kindnes.s, and nearly three years ago
I went abroad and obtaitied a commission in one of the
regiments in the Irish Brigade, and now hold the rank of

captain. For many reasons I am anxious to find out what
family I belong to. It was assumed by my colonel and fellow

officers that I was the son of Murroch Kennedy, and I wished
to ascertain whether this was true, and with that oliject

obtained leave of absence and made my Avay back.'
" I am sorry that I can give you no assistance, sir. As-

suredly you are not the son of my cousin, Murroch Kennedy,
and had you been, John O'Carroll, the tr.iitor, would have
been the last man to whom he would have entrusted you. I

know well the history of all the members of my branch of the
family, and can answer with certainty that no child was lost or

missing or unaccounted for at the time he went out, and as all

were loyal gentlemen, none would have had any dealings with
John O'Carroll, who betrayed the cause for which his brother

died fighting at Limerick. I will, however, jot down for your
information the other branches of the family of Kennedy and
their places of residence, though I fear that there is but little

probability of your search being successful, as during the

years that have elapsed since the late war many must h ive

'lied, others, like my cousin, have taken service in one or

other of the continental armies; moreover there is also a

possibility that the name by which you are known is not your
own."

"I feel that myself, sir, and fear that my enquiries will not
meet with success. Still, I shall pursue them until I have at

least proved that I cannot belong to any well-known branch
(M64S) Z
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of the family. I am much obliged to j jU for having so

courteously answered my questions, and for your ofl'er to give

uie a list of the various branches of the family."

For the next few minutes Mr. Kennedy was engaged in

making out the list, which he then handed to Desmond.
"And now, sir," the former went on, "that we have fini.shed

what we may consider business, will you tel; me a little more
about yourself ? Your story natiually interests ine, and I own
that I am surprised that a young j'entleman, who, from what
you have told me, cannot be nuich more than twenty years old,

has risen to tha rank of captain in a brigade where so many
officers have signally distinguished themselves. Your story,

too, is an interesting one, and seems to me in many respects

remarkable; and possibly, when I hear more of how you came
to be brought up by John O'Carroll ii may throw some light

upon the subject."

Desmond gave a detailed account of his life as a boy, and a

short sketch of his subsequent adventures.

" A romantic story, young sir," Mr. Kennedy said when he

had finished, "and to whatever family you belong, they should

be proud of possessing so gallant a member. Y^ou tell me that

you have a safe-conduct, but you did not mention how you
obtained it."

Desmond had abstained from making any allusion either to

the affair with Lord Godolphin or to that with the Earl of

Galway, and he replied; "Sir, this is a secivt that concerns

other people as Avell as myself, consequently J am not at

liberty to explain it. I may say, however, that it was given

to me on my engagement that my visit to Ireland was one of

a private nature only, and that I would in no way meddle with

politics. ^Vhen I tell you that the Duke of Berwick himself

granted me the necessary leave of absence, it will prove to you
that he on his part was well satisfied that the safe-conduct had

been issued to me without any unworthy offers on my part to

the Princess Anne's ministeis."
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" I will that. They will have done their work, and we shall

have a comtOrtaMe talk, whereas she would not thank me if I

were to drop in when she wis busy at the wash-tuli."
" \N ell, vi I might ask her to come down to morrow morning

to see me. Of course she shall not be a loser by giving up her
morning's work.''

"Whisht, your honour! When she knows how much you
have done for me, and how you have treated me, she woiikl
willingly lose a weeks work to give you pleasure. Well, I

will be oft' at once."

It was eleven o'clock before Mike returned. " We have had
a great talk, your honour, me and Norah. She would not believe
at Hrst that I was her brother, and in tiuth I found it hard to
ciedit that she was Norah, who was a purty colleen when I saw
her last; but when we had convinced each other that we were
both who wo said we were, matteis went on pleasantly. 1 told
her some of my idventures with you, and that by the same
token I had a hundred gold pieces that the Baron of Point-
dexter had given me, sewn up in a belt round my waist, where
it has been ever since I got it, except when we went into
battle, or on that expedition to Scotland, when, as your honour
knows, I always jMit it in Avith the agent in your name, seeing
that I wotdd rather, if I was killed, know that your honour
would have it instead of its being taken by some villain

searching the dead. I told hei- that if she and Mrs. Callaghan
wanted to take a bigger place I would share it with her, and
that quite settled the matter in her mind that I was her
brother. She said, as I knew she would, that she would come
and talk to you for a week if you wanted it ; and she will be
here to-niorrow at nine o'clock."

" That is very satisfactory. I am afraid nothing will come
of our talk; but still one may get a clue to other Kennedys
who were present at the siege of Limerick."

Punctually at nine o'clock Mike ushered his sister into Des-
mond's sitting-room. "I am glad to see you, Mrs. Rooney.
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Vour brother has heeu with ,ne f..,- th.v. vears an.l h.s
.o..le,ecl ,„e very nuuy servi..., an.i 1 ..,.,.1 l.i.u .Is

iather han :. a son..„t. I am glad that he ha. fuu.ul his efrom whom he had l.een so long parte.!."
'

"Mike has been telhng me howguo-l you have be.-n to himar,d that he would go through fire and «Ler for yo Zyou have had so,„e won<lerfuI adventures tog.th.r
you wanted to speak to me about the siege ?>£ Lin.er -

the. « anything that I can tell you, your honour, I
.

-1, do

sieger"'
^ ''"" '" ''"'" "' '''^'' '^'^'"-''3- -«- at the

cal ed Kec. Kennedy', on account of his colour; and Jamesand Fergu,^ I knew all those because chey were f iends o numster's^ It may be that there were manv others, but heywere unbeknown to me." -^

"Am Hike any of them?"
The woman looked at him searchingly. "You are not sir-
u^ou^:.em,ghtylikemyn.ste.bU^^

look • .

' ^'T ""^''f
'^"" ^'""^^^1^- ^"^^ the more Ilook,. ... more I see the likeness."

tho'ulhf

'

'"''"'

'^'u
''''' ^'''^ '" '"•'^•^^'"•' ^^''- I^"<^^"ey: Ithought una you were there with vour hu.sband

"

.So I was your honour; but when he was kilt I was leftalone, saving for a child that had been born a fortni-^ht befo

Tnd di;d I T "^ "^' ^™^' ^^ P'"^^ -^•'^y •^" ''t onceand died a week after me husband. It is well-nigh starvin.^
. e al were, even the fighting men had ..carce enot^^h food tlkeep the.r strength up, and a lone woman would have died

told me that there was an officer's ladv who had had a habv
and, bemg but weak and ailing, wanted a foster-m.ther for it'so I went at once and got the place, and was with her for a'
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month. Her husKiii<l was killed throe weeks after I went
there, and the bh.w was to., niu.li for ucv, and she died a
week I.at..r. A fortni-ht after that ean.o the peace, and as
everything' Mas in confnsion, what wid our sokliers all going
away to France and the persecutions and slanghtcrin:,'^ I took
the chihl with n.e and went down to my cousin Lariy's here-
Av cotuse I coul.l not part with it, and I could not make
«iy way ah.ne across tlie country, so I came down here with
the troops. I was not .strong n,y.self, and it was a ye.ir later
before 1 was able to take it to its friends."

"\yhat was the name of yoiu' master ;" De.smo.id asked
eagerly, for her hist words had vcited a sn.hlen train of ideas
in his mind.

"He was Mr. James O'CarroII, a great gcntlnnan, an.l the
head of his family."

Desmond sprang to his feet. "That .-xphiins it all'" he
exclaimed. "Mrs. Kuoney, I have no doubt that I am your
foster-child."

''Why, how can that be, your honour, seeing as your name
IS Kennedy, thougl,, except for that, you might well be so
seeing that you are so like my master."
"At any rate, .^Irs. Kcioney, I was reared at Kilkargan at the

expense of John O'Carroll, and was, as I heard, brought there
by a woman when I was a year ..Id. OCarroll said that my
name was Desmond Kennedy, but I had only his word for it."

" Then how is it that you are not master of Kilkar.'an for if
you are Mr. James O'Carroll's son it is you that oug^ht to be ?

X have always thought of you as there. I have not bee., in the
way of getting news. I left my address with Mr. John but 1
never heard from him or jou. I thought perhaps that he
might have lost the address, but I never dreamt that you had
been kept out of your own."

"I don't know that I can say that altogether," Desmon.l
said, " for if It had been known that James O'Carroll had
left an heir his estates would certainly have been confiscated.

mew
•m:-M^
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heroas ow>„^. to h. WoUuts innuu^ iTote.tant n,..l joining
1.0 W .llnunucs, ho was all.nved to k.vj. jh..s.s....- , of tlu-n^
ca„ lUKlerHta,..! now what secnnl .o si.aM^'o, na„u-lv that

..' feare.1 I might «o,n..how loa.n that 1 was his nephoW, an.l
heir to the estates. Thoieh.ro ho behavo.l as if I w;h tho

J..n. tho Insh Jkigado, ,n hopes that 1„. ha.l seen the last of"0 for. evoM if not kille.l. 1 .houhl n....,- he al.le ,o sot foot
." Irehtml a,,an> aft.-r H.^htin^ f :• Fn.n.e. "lis strange thatnone of ,ny fathers brother oHu.... ever n.a.le any em,,.iries

"They all wont with the anuy to France, sir. They know
of course, that the ehil.l was born, th..„,h they may novx-r have
con you. for tho nr.stross never left her bed after you were
born. Naturally, after her death they lost .sight of mo, andmight well have believed that the child had died

"

" \ou must give me the names of all the ofHeers who -ame
to he house, Mrs. Koonoy. Many of them may be alive still,and their testimony that a child was born woul.l be most in-
portant or at present there is only your word aguin.^t Johi-
ULarrolls. ^

I '"^^T '', "*r
'^'"' '^'''' '*"• ^•'" "*^''« '^'M'ti^ou on theday she died. My mistress gave me the pa.., the pn, -. had

given to her, saying that it was of the grea. importai.ee to
you. and that I was to give it to Mr. John UCarroll when as
1 promised, I took tiio child to him."
"And did you give it him?" Desmond asked eagerlv
" No, your honour. I took it with mo to the castle, but from

he reception I got I thought it best to say nothing about it.
but to give It to yours.lf when you were old enough. 1 have
got It at home now. There it is, certifying that CJeia Id O't •arroll
he son of James O'Carroll and his wife Elizabeth, was baptized
by him on the Gth of Septemljer, 161L'."
"That is fortunate indeed," Desmond exclaimed. "And

now, toil me how this uncle of mine iecei\ed you."

.. .^T^::-,

'

MkrfifS^:*-:
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"Faith, your honour, he was mightily put out at first. He
said that I was an impostor, and that he would have me given

in charge. I told him that I had proofs that what I said was
true, and that tlioie were many gentlemen, brother officers of

Mr. James, who Av^'dd speak for me, and say in court that

a son was born to his brother before he died. He wanted to

get out of me what proofs I had, and who were the officers;

but I told him that was my business. Then he cooled down,

and after a time he said that if he were to let it be known that

Mr. James had left a son, the estate would surely be confis-

cated, seeing that his father died as a rebel fighting against

the king; but that as soon as the persecutions had ceased, and
it would be safe to do so, he would say who the child was,

and give him his rightful place. That seemed reasonable

enough, and so 7 left you Avith him, and have always sup-

posed that he kept his word, and that as soon as it was
safe he acknowledged you to be master of your father's

estate."

"And now, Mrs. Rooney, I must think matters over and
see how I had best proceed. I feel how much I owe to you,

and if I recover my estates you shall see that I am not un-

grateful. AVill you come again to-morrow morning, ajid bring

with you the certificate of my baptism, and all the names
that you can recollect of the officers who were intimate with

my father?

CHAPTER XX

GERALD O'CARROLL

MIKE, who had remained silent during the conversation

between his sister and Desmond, returned to the room
after seeing her out.

"Well, Mike, you have rendered me many services, but
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"And what am I to call you, your honour, now that I know
>^.. are Captau, Gerald O'Carroll, and not D'esmondlentd;

Mi'l'f 7\
'''°/

""T
''"'"'" ^'"^"^'^"^ ^«""«^Jy at present

out and ^ " "' T' '^'"' '">' -''^--"duct w.^s madeout and If I were arrested as Gerald O'Carroll it would be no

FJceZ\: " '^''' 7^''' '''^ ""^^^ b^ *« -turn t'oFrance, and to see some of the officers who knew my fatherand were aware of my birth. Their testimony woTdd 1 e ofgreat value, and without it there would be liule hance oyour sister's evidence being believed."
"But there is the paper, your honour."

thu l":n'ttV^''^, f"^'"
'"''•''

'•' ''"''' ""^ ^«-' '-'t the proofthat I am that child rests entirely with your sister. It mi^htha;e died when its mother did, and thev would say that vonr-t. was trying to palm off her own child o's^n^.t: IsT'^ts his. Of course IVIrs. Callaghan would be able to prove th-ityour sister arrived immediately after the surrender ofTimerck

James Carroll, and that she went a year later to Kilka.-.a„

Plu of evidence from those on the estate that I was the chUd

Wii
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"The likeness that Norah saw between you and your

father might be taken as a proof, sir."

" I did not think of that, Mike. Yes, if some of these

officers will also testify to the likeness, it will greatly

strengthen my case. The chain of evidence seems pretty

strong. First, there is the ccititicate of my baptism, your

sister's declaration that I was entrusted to her by my mother

on her death-bed, suppoited by Mrs. Callaghan's declaration

that three weeks later she arrived in Cork with the child,

which she told her was that of James O'Cairoll
;
your sister's

declaration that she took me to Kilkargan and handed me

over to my tuide, which would be supported by the evidence

of the woman he first placed me with; while the servants of

the castle could prove that I was brought by a woman who,

an hour later, left the castle without speaking to anyone

but my uncle. John O'Carroll will find it difficult to explain

why he took me in, and who is the KeTuiedy of whom I was

the son, and what service he had rendered for him, a Protestant

and a Williamite, to have undertaken the charge of the child

of a rebel. There is no doubt that the weight of evidence is

all on my side, but whether the judges would decide in favour

of the son of a rebel as against a friend of the English party

is doid)tful. Possi1)ly Lord Godolphin's influence might be

exerted in my favour. He promised in his letter to me to do

me any service in his power. Still, even if I lose the estate,

which T may Avell do on the ground of my father having

fouirht and died for the cause of James II, I should still have

the satisfaction of establishing my name, which I consider of

more importance than the estates."

" Sure, your honour, it's a grand thing to belong to a good

old Irish stock, but for myself I would rather be Mike

Callaghan and have a fine estate than Mike O'Neil without an

acre of land."

!^esmond smiled.

" There is common sense in what you say, Mike, but there
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IS nothing more unpleasant than, when you are with a numl.erof nsh gentlemen or Spanish gran.lees.'who arc e,ually "Io e„. ancestors to be unable to give any acco'unt o/ your

" AVell, your honour, it is a matter of taste. As for mvself

^1 i^Sr '^f n-'
'' ""!^" "" •""^'' ^^' '- -l-ther'tl.:

tauis and has sorra a name at all
"

of bantll'' "T7 •^^'" ^'''''''^ ^^'•"""' ^'-^'^ t'-*-^ -'t'^-^te

^ho had been re.,uoMt visitors at Janu. OCarroll's. Amon^hese Desmond to his satisfaction, found Arthur Dillorf
A alter Burke, Vcholas Fitzgerald, and Donnnic Sheldon,"whom now he d the rank of general in the French service,and to all of whom he was personally known, huvin.^ methem either when with Berwick or in Spain

uSJ^T "'""'r^
"' ^'•'^ """-^'" ^'' ^'"''- " ^^'"l 'f thev can

tstify to my likeness to my father it will go a long\vavowards furnishing proof when required. All of them entered
the service under the provisions of the treaty of Limerick, and
therefore their testimony cannot be treated as that of traitoisand the.r_ names must be as well known in England as in'

duZ- l'7\^?''
"" '""'""^ ''^'•^ '^ ^- ^he Fosent con-

cluded. I shal at once return to France, see all these officers

As I Lue a year .s leave, I can travel about as I choose Then
I shall decide whether I ..hall commence an action in the
courts, or whether I shall first go over to England, see Lord
(-odolphin, explain the circumstances to him, and ask for his
protection and jwtronage.

_

''X suppose the case would be tried at Dublin, where thejudge, are all creatures of England, and there can be no doubt
that a notification from Godolphin that he considered mvclaim to be a good one, and was favourable to it, would have .1

j/!^m:^mii/: **«
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no slight influence with them, and would counteract to some

extent the fact of my uncle's being a Protestant and what

they would consider a loyul man. Before beginning an

action I should certainly communicate with my uncle, and

call upon him to resign in my favour, for I would avoid the

scandal of proving an O'Carroll to be a scoundrel as well as a

traitor. As it has turned out, the step which he thought would

disembarrass him of me has had the other eflect, for if I had

not gone out to France I should never have been troubled by

questions about my family, and should not have met you,

Mike, or known of the existence of your sister, the only person

who could clear up the matter. I shall begin to think what

O'Neil and O'SuUivan used to say, that my luck would carry

me through anything; and certainly at present it has been

marvellous."

"Which way will we go back, your honour?"

" Not the way we came, if we can help it. "We were nearly

a month coming from Genoa, and might have been twice as

long if the wind had not been fairly favourable. I think our

best plan will be to take passage by sea to London; there we

shall have no difficulty in finding a vessel bound for Rotter-

dam or the Hague. Then we will buy horses and ride along

by the Rhine. If we can get thiough Luxembourg into France

we will do so, but I think it will perhaps be best to go on

through Switzerland, and pass the frontier somewhere near

Lyons, whe^-e we shall be but a short distance from Berwick's

head-quarters in Dauphiny."

A month later they rode into the duke's camp. They had,

on leaving Toulon, packed up their uniforms and sent them

to the care of a friend on the general's staff". To his quarters

they first went, and having changed his civilian costume for a

militar}' one, Desmond waited on the duke.

"Why, Captain Kennedy," the duke said in surprise, "I

did not look to see you again so soon. Have you been over

to Ireland?"
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"I have, sir, and though there only a few days, gaiiu«d
information that necessitated my return here. I have found
out that the name I go by is not mine, and that niv proper
name is Gerald U'Carroll."

"The son of Major James O'Carroll, who fought l.y my side
at the Boyne, and was through the Hrst siege of [.imerick
with me! That explains it. Vour face has often puzzl.'d
me; it seemed to me that I recognized it, and yet I could not
recall whose f.-ice it was that it resembled so strongly. Now
you tell me, I know at once. Your father, when I first knew
him, was a few years older than you are, but he had the
same figure, face, and expression. And .so you are his .son!
By what miracle have you discovcied your relationship to
him?"

'

Desmond, or as he s»^ould now be called, Gerald, related as
briefly as po.s.sible the manner in which he had di.scovered his
parentage.

"Your uncle must be a thorough villain," the duke .said

hotly. "That he was a traitor we all knew, but that he
should thus rob his brother's son of his inherita/ice is mon-
strous and unnatural."

" I am glad indeed, sir, that you have thu- recognized me.
Your testimony will go for r^uch even in an EtigTish court,
and I hope to receive a similar recognition from the ofticor-s

who were utimate with my father in the second siege, and
whose names I have here."

The duke glanced down the list.

"Well-nigh half of them are still alive," he .said, "and all
of them are men of rank and repute whoso word would be
taken even by an enemy. How do you mean to proceed?
because I am afraid that even if we could spare them there
would be some difficulty about their making their appearance
in a court in either England or Ireland."

'•1 (juite see that that is out of the question : all I can hope
for is that such of them as recognize my likeness to my father
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will draw up a paper saying so, ajul will attest it before a

notary, having as witnesses men of weight and honour equal

to their own. The production of such certificates could not

but have a strung intliicnce in my favour."

" I will most willini'Iy .sign .such a document," the duke

.said, "and four of my best-known generals can sign as

witnesses to my signature."

"I thank you most hoaitily, .sir. Such a document shoidd

in itself be considered as am])le pioof of my strong resem-

blance to my father."

" That may or may not l)e," the duke said, " but do not be

content with that. Get as many of the others as pos.sil)le to

make similar declarations. One man maj' see a likeness where

another does not, but if a dozen men agree in recognizing it

their declarations must have a great weight. Certainly no

Irish judge would doultt the testimonj- of so many men whose

families and whose deeds are so well known to them."

From Dauphiny Gerald travelled first into Spain, and the

three Irish officers there whose names were on his list all

recognized the likeness even before he told them his name.

He put the (piestion to them in a general way.

"I have learned, sir, that the name I bear is not my own,

that I am the son of an officer who was killed in the siege of

Limerick. May I ask you if j'ou can recognize any likeness

between myself and any othcer with whom you were Avell

acrniaintcd there 1"

In each case, after a little consideration, they declared that

he must be the son of James O'Carroll. All remembered that

their comrade's wife had borne a son shortly befoie the end of

the siege. They remembered her death, but none had heard

what became of the child, for in the excitement of the closing

scenes and of the preparation for the march immediately

afterwards, the}- had had little time on their hands, and it was

hitherto supposed that it had, like so man}- other infants,

perished miserably. They willingly signed documents similar
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to that which he had received from r.oiwick. He met with
almost efpial success on the northern frontier, ordy two out of
eight otficers fiiilin<r to identify him by his likeness until ho
mentioned his name, when they too acknowlodi,'ed that, now
thoy recalled James O'CarroU's face, they saw that the like-
ness was a striking one.

Having ol.tained these documents he resumed civilian attire,

aiid riding hy cross-roads passed thiough Flanders to SInys
without coming in contact with any l>o.|y of the allied
troops. There he had no difliculty in'ohtaining a passive to
London, and on his airivul called upon Lord Uodolphinrwho
received him cordiallv.

"So you h.ive utilized your safe-conduct. Captain Kennedy.
I am glad to see my former captor, and I am as grateful as
ever to you for ihe silence you maintained as to that atFair. H
it had been known to my enemies I should never have heard
the last of it. They would have made me such a laughing-
stock that I could scarcely h.ive retained oliicc. Now, what
can I do for you ?

'

"It is a long story, my lord."

"Then I cannot listen to it now; but if you will .sup with
me here at nine o'clock this evening I shall be g'ad to hear it.

I am so harassed by the backstair intrigues of my enemies
that it would be a relief to me to have something el.se to think
of."

Gerald returned at the appointed time. Nothing was said
as to his affairs while supper was served, but after the tal)le
had been cleared, decanters of port placed on the table, and
the servants had retired, Godolphin said:

"Now, Captain Keimedy, let us hear all about it."

Gerald related the histoiy of his yoiuiger days, and of the
manner in which he had discovered his real parentage, pro-
ducing the certificate of hi^ baptism, a statement whTtli had
been drawn up at Cork and signed by Norah Roonev, and the
testimony of the Duke of Berwick and the other Irish officers.
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"There c:in be no doubt wlmtcvcr, in the mind of any
fair man," Lor! (uxlolphin said, aft»'i' listening attentively to

the whole st ,ry and exaniininjj; the (hxumcrits, "tliat your
undo, John OCanoIl, is a villain, and that you have l)ecn

most tuijusily deprived of your rights. I know him by name,
and from the reports of our agents in Ireland, as one of the

men who turned his coat and ehangcd his religimi to save his

estates. Those men I heartily despise, while thoso who gave
>ip all and went into exile in order, as they believed, there

to serve the eauso of their rightful sovereign, are meii to

be admired and respected. Be assured that justice shall be
done you. Of course you will take action in the cotirts?"

" I shall first summon him to give up the estate, shall let

him know that I have indisputable cvidene-> to prove that I

am the son of his elder brother, atid shall .say that if he will

give up possession peaceably I will take no further steps in

the matter for the - ke of the family name. If he refu.se.s, as

I fear is probable, I nuist then employ a lawyer."

"Yes, and c, i ood one. I will furnish you with letters to

the lord-lieutenant and to Lord Chief Justice Cox, strongly

recommending you to them, and requesting the latter to

appoint one of the law officers of the ciown to take up your
ca.se. I should say that when this John O'Carroll sees that

you have such powerful friends he will perceive that it is

hopeless for him to struggle in so bad a cause, and will very
speedily pccept your teims, though metliinks it is hard that

so great a villain should go unpunished. Now it will be as

well that you should have something stronger than the safe-

conduct that I sent you. I will therefore draw out a docu-

ment for Her Majest\^ to sign, granting you a full and free

pardon for any oflfences that you may have conir''*^ted against

her and the realm, and also settling upon }. .he e.states

to which you are the rightful heir in and about tht Iwronrv '^f

Kilkargan, being influenced in so doing by the great service.9

rendered by you both to Her ]\Iajesty's well-beloved and

^w^^j^ ,';jr^^*r":;
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faithful minister a,„l rounsoll..r. ,„ys..|f. a,.,l to her tn.stv
KeiiiM-al, the Rirl of (Jahvay.

«^r trusty

"The v.eon is not v.-ry likely to ask the „atnre of th-
«erv,eo. L Mless a ho something that co.mv, ns h.-rs-lf she askshu ew .,uest.on.s ami signs rea.hly e.na.gh the .loeuments
1

"I '-fore her. If she asks what are the ollenceH for whi.hshe grants her ,,anlon, I shall say, when l.ut a l.ov vou w.-re
mal.cously sent ahroa.1 to join the Irish Hriga.le' l.y your
..mH.. who w,.she.l thus to ri.l hin.s.lf of you aitogetlw-r.-and
who had foully wronge.1 you l.y withholding your , mu,. fromyou and all others. I shall also add that you have .listin-
guished yourself mu-h an.l have gamed the frien.lshi,. of her
halM„-other, the l)u.:e of Berwiek; and you know that th.
'|«.cen in her he.ut of hearts woul.l rat'.eV that her brotherwhom you Ja.obites call Junu.s III, .should sureeed her tha.l
the Llector of Hanoycr, for whom she has no lovo

"

"I thank you greatly indeed, my lord; never was a man
so amply rewarded for merely holding his tongue "

"It was not o,dy that, sir; it was your conduct in general
o me. \ou m.ght have left me tied up in that hou.se, to be
found in the morning and to be made the jest of the town
...stead of which you yourself conducted and gua,-ded me
h.ti^ar, and ,«o cnntrive.l it that no whisper spread ab.oad that
1 had been carried off between St. .Tan>ess and my own
"ouse. \ou trusted to my honour in r.ot causing a punsuit ofyou to be set on foot, and behaved in all ways as a gallant
young gentleman, and certainly gained my high esteen., both
for the danng and ingenuity >vith which you carried out your

nn T Z f""^ " '''''"^" ^'^ ^'•'^"•^« '^"^^ ^^' vour personal
conduct towards myself. Where are you lodging?"

" At the ' Eagle ', hard by the Abbey."
"Remain there until you hear from me. Do not be im-

patient: I must choose my timo when either the n,-
•

i„ ^good temper or is in such a hurry to get rid of m- er to
plot and^gossip with Mistress Harley, who is now ...r prime

2A

m

;•!!,

'il!'l

^'^"-awmt'^^
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fftvoiirite, that nhe is remly to sign any dociiment I may lay

l)ef()rc her."

Feeling that his caijsc was as good us won, (fcrald returned

in high spirits to his inn, where he (Ifliuhted Mike l»y relating

how the grc t minister had promised to forward his suit.

"Ah, yo»u' honour, it will Ihj a grmid <lay when you take

'ossession of Kilkargan honfires and rejoicing of all sorts,

lashings of drink. Won't all the l)oya in the barony

he gl)'d to l»e fieo from the tiaitoi-, and to have the true heir

come to he their master. None the less glad will he my
sister."

" You must fetch her from Cork, Mike. It is owing to

her that I am alive, and it will he owing to her if I recover

the estate. She shall have the place of honour on the

occasion, though all the gentry in the neighbourhood are

there. When I tell them what she has done for me, they

will sf.y that she well deserves the honour."

"And you will go no more to the wars, Captain O'CarrolH"

"N(', Mike. I have been but three years m the French

army, bin T have seen enough of fighting, and, wor.se still, of

fighting against men of our own nation. Besides, if the queen

grants me the "states of my father. I shall consitler myself

bound in honour not to draw my sword against her or to mix
my^clf up in any plot or conspiracy, but to remain strictly

neutral whatever mav be going on. Indeed, the more I think

of it the more I doubt whether it would bo for the good of

Ireland did the r.'narts i "turn to the throne; it could only be

done at a further cost of ]>lood and misery. The old religious

quarrels would break out more fiercely than ever, there would

be risings and civil wars, confiscations and Tia-ssacn's, which

ever side happened to get the upper hand. That James 111

is the lawful sovereign of the three kingdon I shall always

uphold, but there are cases when it is to the benefit of the

conntrj* at large that there shoald be a change in the suc-

cession."
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"S.ne that nmy l.c -,, y.u.r honon,
; a,„l v«t i, is hnni thata man shouM ho ki-,.t out of his o«m.

"Nodoulit it in haril- hut i» J- (..,. i, 1 l .

tho 8ako of one mail.
" "«'"tu, loi

"So it is, sir; so it is. sure onouj;h, «he„ one con.cs to thinko t. re and has sunbrod n,i,htily in the cause of the S, , .
i .1.... suppose that if Ki:.. .,.,„,, „„,,„,,,, ,.. „,^ ^ ^"s K..g .sh munster. Mould h-t hin. turn out all the in, Zhave taken the places and land, of the old fan.ili,!

'"

Ihat they certainly M-ouhl not, Mike. When Chirlcs II- urned fn,„, exile all those who had fou.ht and sut^
"

d fh.m ..ought that they would recover thdr estaes i f ,out Cromwell's men, to whon, thev had hee .ru | C\were disappointed. The kin, f..„d th.^;.: ',

'm [^Kreat a change without upsetting the whole con vattJut an attempt to do so would cost him his crown' and' v

wo c on , , , ,he bad times to come over again , n I, -1 : 1

•"

^^hoe days later Gerald received a message from Lord-d Iphm say,ng that he wi.shed to see him. and o.. goir^o-hou.se the munster handed to him the paper with the IIIpardon and the confrmation of his owner hip in his f.the.^tates together with a letter to the lor.l-lieutena i:
'

CH, ,

•"''" '''' '^'•^ "^^-^ '^'^y J>^' took sh pI^blM, and on arriving there presented his letters an \
" ell received by those to whom they were directed

thu Lord ( M T"' '""'i
" ^' '^ ''""«^' ^^"' '"«' ^f'-- ^'Cnrroll,that Loid Godolphin speaks of vou in such hi.di terms ^„dquestion not that he has thoroughlv satisfied hin.olf"V lnght to these estates. At the same time I should be glad if vouwUl give me a bnef outline of how it is that you ne4 chdmed

i
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them before, though perhaps it is as well that you did not do

so, for until the passions excited by the war had somewhat

subsided a friend of the Government would hardly have inter-

posed for the benefit of the son of one who had died fighting

for James."

Gerald had drawn up three copies of a statement containing

a precis of the case, and he handed one of these to the lord-

lieutenant, saying, " As the story is a somewhat long one, my

lord, I have written it down in order that you might read it at

your leisure."

" I Avill certainly do so, Mr. O'Carroll. I should like to be

personally acquainted with the details of the matter. It will

doubtless excite a considerable stir. It is, I believe, the first

time that a supporter of the Government has had to defend

his title against one of the family that fought on the other

side."

"It is hardly a case of royalist and rebel, sir, but the

deliberate action of a man suppressing all knowledge of the

existence of his own nephew in order that he might himself

obtain the property of his dead brother. I have no doubt

that had it been known that I was in existence I should still

have been thrust aside in order to reward his adhesion to the

cause of William, but that would have made his position intol-

erable. As one who has changed his religion and his politics,

he is regarded as a traitor by the people of the barony and

avoided by all the gentry round; but the feeling would have

been infinitely stionger if it had been known that he was

keeping his own nephew out of his inheritance. My father

was, as I understand, immensely popular, and I doubt whether

his brother would have dared to show his face within fifty

miles of Kiikargan had it been known that not only was he

a traitor, but a usui-per."

The lord-lieutenant smiled. " I am nut surprised at your

warmth, Mr. O'Carroll; but unfortunately your case is not a

solitary one. There are thousands of men in Ireland who have
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suffered for the deeds of their fathers. How. -er I shall
understand the case better when I have read your state-
ment.

It was evident to Gerald that the lord chief justice, who had
taken a leading part in the prosecution and punishment of
persons known to be favourable to the Jacobite cause, was not
altogether pleased with Lord Godolphin's letter.

"A strange affair," he said; "a strange, and, as it appears
to me, an unfortunate business. However, sir," he wont on
with a changed tone, "I shall certainly do mv l)cst to see jus-
tice done in accordance with his lordship's request. I will read
carefully through this statement of your claim, and, after con-
sidering it, place it in the hands of the crown lawyers. But it

seems to me that your own position here is a strange one, and
that you yourself are liable to arrest as a member of a fa'mily
whose head was one of the late king's strongest adherents."

" My own position, sir, is regulated by this document bear-
ing the signature of the queen and her chief minister;" and he
laid the official paper before Co.v.

"That certainly settles that question," the latter said, after
perusing it. " Of course I shall for my own satisfaction road
your statement, but I do not wish to see any documents or
proofs you may possess in the matter; those you must, of
course, lay before your counsel. I think I can't do ])otter
than give you a letter to Mr. Counsellor Fergusson, with whom
you can go into all particulars, and who will advise you as to
the course that you had best take."

Mr. Fergusson, although one of the crown lawyers, enjoyed
a wide reputation even among the Jacobite party for "the
moderation and the fairness with which he conducted the
crown cases placed in his haiuls. He had less employment
than his colleagues, for only cases in which the evidence of acts
of hostility to the crown were indisputable were committed to
him, it having been found that he was unwilling to be a party
to calling doubtful witnesses, or to using the means that were

3--H
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in the majorit )f cases employed to obtain convictions. The
lord chief justice's letter to him was as follows:

—

Dear Mr. Couxselloh Fergvssos,—! have been requested by

Lord Godoljfhin to j'lacc flie oi.-^e of the bearer of this letter in good

hands, and can nut better rarrij out his request than hj asking you

to act in the matter. Lord Gndolphin has expressed himself most

strongly as to the justness of his claim. The bearer's father was,

he st<(tes, James O'Carrolt, a noted rebel vho icas killed at the siege

of Limerick. This alone would, it r ght have been thought, have

proved a bar to any action on his part against the jm'sent j'ossessor

of the 2-)roperty; but he is the bearer of a docunwnt signed by the

queen herself, reinstating him in all rights he may possess, notuith-

standing the actions of his father or of himself. It is not for me

to make any comment upon the royal document, though I may say

that I fear it may give rise to other suits and edarm many loyal

subjects who have become possessed of confiscated estates. Hoicever, ice

must hope that this will not be so, as it is expressly stated that in this

instance the pardon and restoration of rights arc given in considera-

tion of services rendered by this young gentleman to Lord Godolphin

himself and to the Earl of Galway. What the nature of those

services may have been does not roncirn me.

C4erald carried thi'? letter to the address indicated, and on

saying that he was lO ])earer of a letter from the lord chief

justice, he was at once shown into the counsellor's room. The
latter, a man of some fifty-five years old, Avith features that

told of his Scottish extraction, with keen eyes and a kindly

face, took the letter which Gerald presented to him, and
begged him to l)e seated while he read it. As he glanced

through it a look of surpi-ise came across his face, and he read

the letter carefully, and then looked at Gerald keenly.

"You aro fortunate in having such good frieiids, Mr.
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O'Carroll." he said. "Before I go into the case will you let
me know something about yourself/ Vou are, I take it, some
twenty years of age?"

"I am but a few months past nineteen."
" By yoiu- figure I should have put you as three years older

by your face two years. Vou must have been fortunate
indeed to have gamed the protection both of Lend CJodoli.hin
and the Earl of C4alway. Xo less than this would have sutKced
to gam for you this rescript of Her Majestv. And now, sir,
please to g.ve me an outline of your case, as to the nature of
which I ;: at present entirely ignorant."

"I have put it down in writing, sir," Gerald said, handing
him the third copy of his statement.

" It will take me some time to read this, Mr. O'Carroll anu
I would rather do so alone, and ask you any <iuestion that
may occur to me afterwards. A\-ill you therefore call uj.on me
again in an hour's time?"

Upon Geralds return the counsellor said :
" It is a strange

story, Mr. O'Carroll, and a very disgraceful one. You allude
I see, to testimonies of Irish officers in the French service as
to your likeness to the late Mr. James O'Carroll. Will vou
please let me see them?"
"Here they are, sir, together with a sworn statement bv

my nurse."

The lawyer read the documents through carefully.
"The testimony of the I^uke of Berwick, and of the other

honourable and well-known Irish gentlemen, as to the striking
ikeness between yourself and Mr. James O'Carroll. cannot
but carry immense weight in the minds of all unprejudiced
persons. They prove too, conclusively, that James O'Carroll
left an infant boy behind him, and the statement of the nurse
goes a long way to prove you arc that son ; and I think that
this IS substantiated by the conduct of John O'Carroll, first in
receiving you and undertaking your care; secondly, in the
neglect, and I should almost say the dislike, he manifested

4' ,g
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towards the child he had sheltered; and thirdly, in the extra-

ordinary step that he, a professedly loyal subject of Her
Majesty, took in sending you ott' to enlist in the brigade com-

posed of the devoted adherents of the son of .lames II. No
doubt, at any rate, can arise that you are the child brought by

this Mrs. Kooney to Kilkaigan. That can be proved beyond

all question; and the fact that your nurse was .sent otl" without

having any conversation .save with John OCarroll himself,

would show how anxious he was that no one but himself

should know her errand.

" I must say that you have shown great acume'. in

mustering evidence of all kinds that would bear upon the

question. I say frankly that without this royal rescript, and

the iiiHuence of these two noblemen, your chance, as James

O'CarroU's son, of wresting your patrimony from the hands of

your uncle would be small indeed. Politics ha\e, much more

than facts, to do with decisions her but with such powerful

credentials, and with the chief minister of England interfering

on 3'our behalf, I think that there is no great doubt that you
Avill secure a judgment in your favour. AVhen the facts are

known, the feeling of the greater portion of the population

will run strongly with you, and against this unnatural uncle of

yours."

" I should be desirous, if possible, sir, of avoiding a public

trial that would bring discredit upon the name (i my family,

atid would, in the eyes of the supporters of the present Gov-

ernment, act prejudicially to my.self."

"You are quite right. How do you propose to pro-

ceed f
" I was thinking, sir, of sending a statement to my uncle

similar to that which I laid before you, going somewhat further

into details, and promising that if he would surrender the

property to me and publicly acknowledge me as his nephew,

giving what reason he chose for having so long concealed his

knowledge of the fact, I would take no proceedings against
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him, and would do my l)est to prevent any discredit falling
upon him."

"That would do very well," the lawyer said, "but I should
abstain from making any allusion to the protectors you have
gained. He will learn that soon enough, and it will be well
to see what his first impulse is. Do not mention the names
of the Duke of Berwick and the others, who have testified

to your likeness to your late father; simply say that many
of his conuades have recognized your likeness to him. It

is of no use showing him all the cards we have to play. I

should not send the letter l)y post, but by hand. If you like

I will despatch one of my own messengers down with it, with
instructions to bring back an answer, but not to .say anything,
if questioned, as to his being in my employment."
The next morning the messenger started by coach for Kil-

He returned four days later, bearing John O'CaiToll's

It read as follows:

—

kargai

answer.

''^f'^,—! huve received your audacious letter, and proclaim yon to

he ail impostor, worthy of the serercsf punishment for attempting o>

personate a son of my late brother. However, for the sake of my
friendship for Mr. Kennedy, your father, I give you twenty-four

hours to leave the coun'-y, before laying any information against

you, both as an impostor and as a rebel who has served against the

armies of Her Majesty. I shall, however, at once apply for a writ

ordering your arrest, which ivill he served vpon you within twenti/-

four hours of your receipt of this communication. I shall also have

this ivoman, your p-etended nurse, arrested forperjury and conspiracy.

Gerald took this letter to the counsellor.

"That is exactly what I expr ted," he said after reading it.

" It shows the man in his true colours. We shall see what he
says when he learns who are employed against him, and what
protection y we obtained. My opii ion is that before

:m

M\
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many hours have passed you will receive a letter in a diflFerent

strain. I consider it l.y no moans improbalde that the lord
chief justice will have written to him privately, warning him
that you have received a full pardon and are restored to all

your ri^'hts, and that you are strongly supported by Lord
Godolphin, who hiis written to him and the lord-lieutenant in
your fa\our; that you have also the protection of the Earl of
Galway, an officer who possesses the confidence of Her Majesty;
and that the Duke of iJorwick and many of the best-known'
Irish officers in the service of France have all given their
testimony in the most positive manner of your likeness to
James O'CarrolI, whom they knew intimately; and will say
that at the request of Lord Godolphin, that the matter
should be placed in the hands of one of the crown lawyers,
it has been submitted to me, and that in my opinion, which I

wrote him after our interview, a decision in your favour is

inevitaljle, and -tiongly advising him to make the best com-
promise with y. I in his power."

The same evening indeed a mounted messenger, who had
ridden post-haste from Kilkargan, arrived with another letter
from John O'CarrolI. It began

:

Mr Dear Nephew,—I urate yesterday in haste on the receipt

of your commvnicatimi. It seemed to me that you jcere rushing n,

destruction by avowing yourself to he the son of my brother Jame.<,

and that yon would he liable to be arrested as a Jacobite agent in the

service of France. Therefore, I wrote the letter that I did in hq>es
that you would lenre the country, for thp time had vot yet arriod
U'hen you could safely be recognized by mo as the rightfd oicncr of
Kilkargan. I hare heard, however, that you hare received a full

pardon for past offences and a restitution of your rights, and I am
only too glad to be able to retire from the false position in which
I was placed, and by which I inanred the hostility and dislike :f
my neighbours and tenants. As you know, I have lived an almost
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sohtan/ life hre, and hur .,. ,d fnr hs, than the ii,r,m,' „f the
estate. I am aril a>n,re that, ..th.j as I have done as your trustee
you have a right to d,,nondjnau lar on ao;o,nl of the r, nts I have
received; hut I trust that yon will not ,.>,« this oadter, as you mil
at once come in jWr the receipt of th rents, and I shall be enalMl to
hve in comfort in Dublin uj>on thr savinrjs I have etfeeted and a
mall property I renived as a yoiuajer brothn's portion.

Yon u-ill, of course, understand why, duriny your stay here, I
refrained from any outward demonstrations of a(lection for you.
I felt that suspicions miyht have arisen, had I not done so, that
ym were my brother's .^on, in which case the e<tafr w.nld surJy
have been conjiscatcd. Seeiu;, that the bent of your inrUnotinns was
for an active and stirriny life, ond os the Enylish arm>/ was barred
to you, I thouyht it best that you should go abrood and so be out of
tlu' way untn the time should come when matters would so quieten
down in Ireland that my influence miyht avail to .Secure an indem-
'^ifii for you for serviny in France, ond enable me to hand over i/our
estate to you.— Your affectionote uncle,

JOHX OCAItliOLL.

(Jerald latighed aloud as he read the letter.
" Is it good news, your honourf Mike, who happened to l.e

busy in the room, -v l<ed.

"Nothing could be better. My dear uncle has heard that
Lord Godolph.n and the Earl of Oahvay have become my
patrons that the (lueen has restored to me mv rights, and Mr
(^oimsellor Fergusson has taken up n.y cask He therefore
declares that, as it Avas always his intention to restore the
estate to me as soon as I couM safely return, he is now ready
to do so, and only hopes tliat I will not insist upon his handing
over the back rents, which indeed I question whether I could
ttu, as the estate was granted to him personally by the Govern-
ment. However, of course I shall not press that. I shall be ill
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only too glad to obtain possession without the scandal of

having to show in the public courts thai my father's brother

was a villain."

"The ould fox!" Mike exclaimed indignantly. " I felt sure,

when you told me what the counsellor had said, tliat lie would

wiiggle out of it somehow. I woulfl give all the gold pieces I

have in my belt for hnlf an hour's talk with him with a good

shillelah."

"Well, we can afford to let bygones be bygones, Mike. Aiul

after all, he did me a service unwittingly in sending me over

to France. In the first place, I had three years of stirring life;

in the next, I have made many good friends, and have gained

the patronage of two powerful noblemen, without which I

should have assuredly never come in for Kilkargan at all."

"That is true for you, your honour. And without it I

might be still a i)rivate in 0'Brien".s regiment instead of being

your honour's body-servant."

"And friend, Mike."

" Yes, sir, as you are good enough to say so."

Mr. Fergusson put John O'Carroll's letter doAvn with a

gesture of disgust after he had read it. " It is what might

have been expected from such a man," he said. "A traitor

to the cause he once adhered to, false to his religion, and a

usurjjer of his nephew's rights. At any rate, Mr. O'Carroll, I

congratulate you. It has prevented a grievous scandal from

being made public, and the large expenditure entailed by such

a case. You have now only to go down and take possession."

"I shall write to my uncle, and give him a week to clear out

and to make what explanation he chooses of the change.

'

Gerald wrote at once to his uncle. It was coldly worded, and

showed unmistakably that he was in no way deceived by the

professions in his letter. He told him that he considered it

fair that he should retain the savings he had made, as he had

personally been confirmed in the owiieriship of Kilkargan, lliC

Government being ignorant that his brother had left a son.

wm
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He said that he thought it would ).,• ni..io ploasatit for l.oth
of them that they should not moot, an.l wished thoreforo that
he would leavo l.eforo his arrival to takt; posscHsion.

.John O'Carroll at onco sunmioued the tenants, and astonished
them by inforniin-; them that he was i^lad to sav he was free at
last to lay <luwn the positi.m he had held as' owner of Kil-
kargan. That his hr-.tlier James had left a son whom they all
knew as Desmond Kennedy, Ixit whom he had hce ol.liged
to treat with coldness lest suspieions should he excited a-" to
his identity. Had this been known, he would assuredly have
been proscrilie.l as the son of a rel)el, and deharred bv law
from any inheritance. He was delighted to say that the time
had come when he could pul,«licly aeknowle.lgc him and place
him in pos.session of the estate, as Her Majesty had granted
him a special indemnity against the pains and penalties
incurred by his father's act of rebellion and treason, and had
restored to him his fidl rights.

A burst of cheering, such as had not been heard in Kilkargan
since James O'Carroll rode out at the head of a troop raised
among his tenantry to fight for King James, greeted the
announcement, and for the first time since that event John
O'Carroll Avas for the moment popular. Subsequent i flection
and their knowledge of his character .soon dissipat.'d that
feeling; but in their joy at the annoimced approaching arrival
of their new master, John O'Carroll rode away with his fol-

lowers without the manifestation of hostility that would other-
wise have attended his departure. Bonfires blazed all over
the bjirony when Gerald rode in, ancompaiu'ed by .Mike. The
tenants and a number of the gentry who had known him
when a boy assembled at the castle to meet him, and even his
father could not have met with a more enthusiastic welco'>ie
than that which was given him.

The next day Gerald wrote to the Duke of Berwick telling
him what had t:ikon place and resigning his commission in the
Irish Brigade. "I intend," he said, "to abstain from all part
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in politics. Althoufih no roinliiioii was made in my pardon
for serving al)roinl and in the restoration of my estate, I feel

that, having accepted these favonrs, I nnist hold myself aloof

from all plots a/^ainst li>ncen Anne, tlioii':;h my heait Avill still

be with him whom I hold to Ite my lawful sovereifiti. Unless

a large army frnni France was landed here, 1 helieve that any
attempt at his nstoiution would only hring down fresh misery
upon Ireland. I'.ut shoidd a force land that v.oidd render
success almost a ceitainty, I should the", with the great bulk of

my countrymen, join it."'

in due time he received an answer approving the course

he had taken. "T my.self," the Duke said, "am under no
delusions. With the ten regiment.s of the Irish IJrigadc, twenty
thousand French troops, and ai-nis .suHicient to (listril)Utc to

the whole countiy, I believe that Ireland and .Scotland might
again come luidor the lulc of the Stuarts, but nothing short of

such a force would be of any avail. So convinced was I of this,

that in lOOl, after the successful defence of Limerick, I saw
that t'.u cause was for the time lost, and that further resistance

would only prove disastrous to Ireland. I therefore resigned

my command and went over to France to ser\ e as a volunteer,

and took no part in the war at home. Therefore, I think that

you are fidly justified in the course you have taken. When
the present war, Avhich I think is ajjproaching its end, ter-

minates, and you can again visit France, I trust that I shall

see you: and I am sure that you will receive the heartiest of

welcomes from your comrades in the Brigade."

Gerald followed out strictly the line lie had laid down for

himself, and kept aloof from the plots and conspiracies that for

years agitated the country, entailing disa.ster upon all con-

cerned in them. Mike was installed as his body-servant and
major-domo of his household, and Norah liooney as housekeeper
at the castle.

Three yonv'^ later, in 171:^, tlie treaty of rt-xxlit brought
the war to an end. Communications being restored between

m \
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the two countries, (Jemld wrote to tiic Baion ,\c Pointrlexter
and told him of the changes which h,ul tukcn place ir, hi«
position.

He received a warm letter in reply, in-in- him to go over
and pay him and \m son in law a visit.

lint (Jerald had had cnnii-h of tnivcliin;,', and wn,t.. f„ s;iy
that he coidd not leave his e.stato, as there was nuuh to look
after.

Letters were, however, fre.|in:!t'" exchan-od I>etweon them
and whin, three year.s later, Cerald married the daughter of
the Mr. Kennedy he had visited near Cork, .i prexMit of a
superb .set of jewels, the joint gift of the haron and Mnnsi.-ur
de la Vallt'e, arrived for the l.ride.

After the conclnsi.,n of the peace some of the Irish regiments
were disbanded, and as the Hritish Covernment, wiser than
before, ofFered a free pardon to all men and otiicers who w.uld
return, many availed th.'mselves of it, and among these was
O'Xeil, who delighted (lerald by riding up one da v to tlio
castle.

"Vou did not expect to see me .ngain, Kennedv, or as I
hear we ought to call you, OCarroll. Not knowing where I

should find you, I took the liberty of writing to Uaron de I'oint-
dexter, and he informed me of your good luck an.l vourchanL'e
of name."

' ^'

"And you have left the French .service ahog.'ther. OXeil?"
" Vcs, and glad enough I am that I s|i,,I| beln.Ie to end niv

days at hume."

"And what arc you thinking of tloing?''

"Anything I can get."

"Well, O'Neil, I have some interest with the loid lieu
tenant. As I am no longer regarded as one likclv to join in
plots, I thnik that were I to ride with you to Dublin after you
have been here for a time, and speak to him for vou as one
who h.!(] 'on the errors of his wavs and
peacefully he would procui

"as anxious to live

.
(^

e you some appointment.
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O'Noil stayod there for three week'*, .iihI they then rorle

to I)ii!)lin. The lonl lieutenant uninteil ( it-nild s re(|iiest and

gave O'Neil an appointment which wunlil eiialilu him to live

in comfort, knowing that there is notiiin;!,' for keeping a man
pcaceahio like giving him something to do, and tliat an idle

ma* is a thingeroii.s man, while one who has a conifortal)lo

position can be trusted to holtl himself ah)of from any business

that might imperil his place.

() Neil thfiroughly justified (Jerald's rerommendation of him,

and a couple of years after his return married a young and

well endowed widow, and to the end of his life abstained care-

f)Uly from mixing himself ii|) n aii\' way in j)olitics.

Gerald saw the failure of I'ritue ("harlif's expedition to

Scotland; and the terril)le disasters that liefell all who had

taken part in the movement showed him the wisdom of the

course he had adopted, of standing aloof from all intrigues in

favour of the descendants of James II.

THE END
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/all into thi hands o"[he cLt rfT^is^tSf^'!^:" ^^'''^ ""'>. '"

back to Spatn, and regains his native cot^nTrrafteMt' cap^l^^T^V Ca^-;""^'

of tt^-^e^^y^t^ KJia,":"'!^^^!"''^^"'"^^' -^ -'—- his .a,e

'•g!!;^""'"T ''" '" "' """ "''""'^ '" ""^ veins."_A.„,,W„o/.....,.

boy re:fr^^I^S::ri™P-' ''> the tale that element which lays hold of .,,.

By Right of Conquest: °'^'.'^^'''

v,,, ijr c c With Iby W. S. Stacey, and 2 Map 6s.

ith Cortez in Mexico,
o page Illustrations

exploits in history. With his as tl^ „ ^
.

' ^""TP^ '^*^ '"o'^' romantic
has interwoven the adinU.res oT.n F^ "J-'k'^^'u ^^r.*^'^

^"^^y- ^'- ""'ty
sole si.r^ivorof the ™od shio 9^^^ .\"^ut >'f"^^' i^°ger Hawkshaw, the
challenge the su^ttrcy Srhfs^'^iS in'thllS {^d.^^^'^"

'^"" '"

admilable"^rd'ygeti'iL\To,^"!'.S-^r.^^;^;,^r ''''^''''''' ">- '" "-i^

;;Cleverly written and wonderfully interesting. ".-5,W„,„^./,„^ c..,//.A volume full of .nterest and exciten.ent. which cannot fail to chann its readers "

,
—7<fumni o/Educaticn.



irom NO SURRENDER
{y (1. A. UlNTV. 5.f.
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'
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1
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sroR/Ks /?r <;. a. //exty

Ct. a. hen iy
A Knight of the White Cross: ^ '-i'"»

of Khodc. With I-' |,a^f Illustration. l,y K\i r,, |',. a, ,h k. '(T

Oervaiso Tro.lmn., the her,., \vho is ,kttr>nine,l to f,,ll„u a mihiuv
carc-er, .s .-naMc-.l to ,„„ the la,n„u. Or.ler.,! the Kni^-hts „1 S, J

'

.1 K. u^^ht .1 the Wh.te ( ross. a,„l takes part in the s|>leM,hM ,lel, , ,v ,,1Kho(le>, when It rs l,esiej;e(i l>y the Turks.

" Mom l,„ys, ami a k,„„| many ^\rU, «il| rca.l ll„, st„ry «,il, ,M\f,\n
-

-I, .„/,.,„,-U i> a tine s|,true(i story of „M-fasl,i„ne(i , l,iv.,lry. /•;,•,;//„//. %.,„„,,/
• Iho Mory i. unc- of conliini,.ns rn.,^cn.^nt .,n.l nnrcniitiin^ iiit.-i,-.i

'
(,/„,.•,.-,

Beric the Briton :
'^ ^^'"'^ "^ ^'^'^ '^""^'" ':ivasion ot

, „. ,

* l^ritain. With i:: paj^e Illustrations
Ijy W. Takkinson, 6.f.

Heri, is a i.(.y-<hief <.f a Tiitish trihe whieh lakes a pn.n.inent nart in thenisurrection under lldadia ' - . •
-' i

,

au in in..

" Full of every furni of iK-roi.sin and pluck." ClnUtian H ,„U.

The Dash for Khartoum: '^ '^•*''' '''' "'^" "^'i^'

,„ .

* K.xpedition. With lo
l)aKe Illustrations by John Schoni!K,K(; and J. N.\sh. 6,v.

In the reconl of recent British history there is no more captivnfin- pace

ener;i f'^''",
"" ^l^X ."f '•- Nile -m,.a,,,, and the attempt to^e'seu^

(-ene.al ,ordon 1-or, in the difhculties «hich the expe.iiti.m encountered.

ml """n ^'Y\ " «^'^''l>.'»s«e,l. are found all the excitement of"nuance, as well as tlie fascination which belonos to real events.

I he Diishfor Kha, 'oitm is ymir i.leal Imys' bo,.l
'•

Tat/et.
' It is literally true th .1 :he narrative never flags a moment." .^cmfemv

r^rJ^l!i:f!:r-%!^J;Z ';f,^;l'"'
appreciate., even hy those „h I't ..r.linarily

' i|

:

!

l-V.iJLPWI llljj



ULACKIES STORY BOOKS FOR BOYS

G. A. HENTY
Bonnie Prince Charlie: a Taie of Fomenoy and

Culloden. With 12 patre
Illustrations by Gordon Brownk. 6.?.

The hen., brought iip l,y a Glasgow bailie, is arresle.l f„r ai.iinc aJacobite agent escapes, but is wrecke.l on the French coast, reaches Paris
an<l servt^ with the V rench army at Detlingen. I le succee.ls in obtaining,'
through Marsha Saxe, the release from confmen.ent of Ik.iI, his parents!

ilvi'.
' '"%'?,' •"''%?^''^

I"
"" ''"'^'' *"''• '^^'^-ipi'if '<' 'he coast, shares theadventures of Prince Cnarlie.

•;Mr. Hcnty can Jell a capital story; but here, fnr freshness of trentment in.lvanery of incuiei.t, he lias surpassed himself. -.S/,..'a,/,7>-.
trentment and

:„," "'.'^- "''*'*'"'"/'^'* ""'' '"' '''cnts throughout are of the most excitiuK kind and theinterest is never fur one moment allowed to iX^f," -Literary HorU
" Is most intensely thrilling- "-/'«// AfaU Cazitte.

- In the Heart of the Rockies: ^ ^^°'^' "'^

Adventure in
Colorado. With 8 page Illustrations by G. C. Hindi.ev. 5.C

The nero, Tom Wade, goes out to his uncle in Colorado, who is a hunt-r
and gold-digger. Going in -juest of a gold mine, the little band is over-
whelmed by a snow-storm m the mountains, and compelled to winter there
They build two canoes and paddle down the terrible gorges of the Rocky
Mountains, and after many perils they reach Fort Mojarve in safety.

" No book will please more than /« 'he Heart ofthe Rockies"-Spectator.
" It is a book to re.ad and to recommend to boys and girls."— TVi^ O/'serrer.

CArllit/e^^^
'"'* ""'' ^° ^"'^ ^'^"""^ '^""" ^^Sinning to end "-r/(f Schoot /,'o„r,i

At AffinCOUrt: ^ '^^^^ °^ ^^^ white Hoods of Pari

9 * ^^''th '2 page Illustrations by Wa
P.AOET. 6s.

is.

A],

Sir Eustace de Villeroy, in journeying from Hampshire to his castle in
!• ranee, made young Guy Aylmer one of his escort. Soon thereafter the
castle was attacked, and the Knglish youth displayed such valour that his
liege-lord made him commander of a special mission to I'aris This he
accomplished, returning in time to take part in the campaign against the
!• rench which ended in the glorious victory for England at Agincourt.

" Is one of Mr. Henty's hest."—Sta>i,/,tni.

"There is not a better book for boys in Mr. Henty's extensive repertory
"

—.Scotsman.
' Cannot fail to commend itself to boys of all ages."—Afanchester Courier

(8)



- Voung readers have no h.,,.r f^|^^^^|^^^j^^^^^^ . ^ ^^^ ,

•H'e:lminster Gatetle

Blackie & Son's

Story Books for Boys

G. MANVILLE FENN
Devon Boys: -^ '^•'"''^ "'""^^ -^'"''t'l •'^'lore. with 12 pa-c-

J ^'lustrations by Gordon IjRowNK 6j'^

smugglers. na4. uffic^ a ui^sS . d ofir:!-""' '"'^"^'^i 'f'—'•

in the story, which is on,. ,lf ! T '^"""tO' surgeon ])lay their par.s

satisfy the n.ost exacting readier.
^' """*^ "' ^'"^ ^"""'^'^"' ^>^'^^"^">^nt tu

Looks we have seen this season.'' -wXrj.;',,'!
"^ """ *""-' "• ""•• t'^-'

- Nat the Naturalist; ^^W^ Adventures ;n the Eastern

(iORi)ON IJROWNE.
s^j-.

''^'^'^^'
^^ '''^ ^ P''^''^ Pictures l^y

^^o^i^^S^""^^^^^ to the islands of the Eastern
<.f interest and exc ten "nt it ^'"'-' ""'' 'h^'';f'^•^"'-"-^ there are A,li

comra.ie, and of the scenes of IvJ- ,7'''''" u "^
•^i''-

'-'"">' ''"^''^ •''^'^'<

.. ,,., .
, ,

'"''-"''' "' ^^'»g^' '"^' ^^Rrkle with genuine humour
a '<oy to K.^*^^;^ ••'^^;^:^t,S-'<=^

"--'-P^ -ource. and .eachcs

- YuSSuf the Guide: ^^'^^
^' ''•''^'^ illustrations by J.

SCHONIIKRO. 3,r.

re^vlS t^^l:^ !^'^.'''^^ '->• "'- ''-tors, hut who rapidly

guardians ^nlVuift'^t^^uid.^'Tr'^' ''T'"^
Asia Minor wi.l', hi^

being snowed up fo ,he win tef H
^'""' ''".'^^"'"'^ "'Iminate in their

while their capt.irs are wahn^"H":;;':t •""•
T""'

"''"' ''-^^ '^^'^^^'^

„-,. .

I ^ !..r .... m iii.tt tJues not come.

[46 J
-P-iU Mail Gazette.

I 9/

^1



I

/!/.l('A7/:s STO/x'Y /iOOKS hOR HOYS

(GORDON SIAHLKS
For Life and Liberty. ^^"''

'"^ ''''^'' "i"^"'"*'"'-

/ .111(1 ,1 .M,i|). 3^.

Wliiii u.ii u;i, (ir< l.itrd in Aim li. ;, IhIa.'Mi thr \.,||)| ami S..111I1
l»sin..ii.i l,|.,\,| i.n. .iu,i\ I , „1 i in | n-l.ni.l uilli hi, rimni, K.-nnclli
Ki-lil, an.

I
III,- UN,, mad, iIhii ua\ |,, .\iii,-iiia. < Imii.mhI i,,iiH-,l lli,.

S.Millurii ami), \\liil,- K,iimili ,nl,ii,l ilic n.iw.

.
• ll.,-.l.,l\ I- livK .ih.l -,,„il.-,l. ulll, .,i.ni„l;,n,.-.,ni„k.„l,r„nl,i,m. Ii.ml lii;!,!in« i,,„^,,,v, ,.,,,,- ,, ;„„i „ar."lu, 11,,,,. 1 , .,.„„ ,,f ,1„. ,„,.„ ,|,..,inL:,M.hc,| ^,-,k,.,U .m,

- Kidnapped by ('annibals: ^^"'yoniu s„uti,rm
^ ' J Scis. Willi (, pawc- II-

Iti^tiatKiU'-; 1)\
J. I' INMMoKl . ^v. ^H^,

Tliiiilsin),' lii^ llitlur liai-h ami liiiiw,ll a--ii,v,,l, W illir nnis auav !,•

MM with his liiriKJ Harry l!l,s.in-l,,n. Tiha,' is a I.iriliK' nuiliny' ,01
iHiinl slirn-.l up l.y (,,Rit;n s,iil,,rs, ami in a -r,,u|. ,,|" liiilK-rl,. inikn,,wn
ciliiiuliul isl.iii'^ 111 till- s,.ullKrn M.is ilu' l„,ys arc cast away. Their
slranj;c. wild hlc ami advcnluii's ti.r \,-.us aim)n<^ l!ic-c ..niiiihals .irc lohl
in must <;ra|)hic slyk.

" I'M ilini; an, I iiit, ri-..iiiii; frcni lic-iiiiiii,i; t,, ,ml. I'ltiu li

Full .if .-M nil;;; .I'lv, IllUlf, .111,1 I ll' uilli spirit. ',/,/,

G. NORWAY
Hussein the Hosrane: '"• '^ ''"^^ A(ivintu..s in

, ,

O I'cisl.l. Witll ,') p.lj^l' llkls
trations l)y jdiiN S( iioNiii-.Ri ;. v^'-

The narrative, ,f the a.K.ntures >A I'rin.r ilnsseiii and his (,ill,iwer AsUai
\\\ 'iR-ir cn,leav,iiir I.. In-,- their ..ppussc,! iril.c Inmi the IVisian y,ike.
Hussein is liel,] ca|)ti\,-. ami .\shar. in his atl,in|i| In rcs, u,- him, is himself
l<idn:i|)ped and s,,i,l t,. a sh.iu man. Tluy at lent;th iinilc their loll,iw,rs.
and smvte.l in li,>ldin.i; their |i,isi until tiie- dis|Krsai olthe IVrsian l.irces.

"The 1.1,1 wliii i^eis Hiissat, ll,,- //c.vAfCe' will li.iu' a le.il pi't-, (,ir it is luif ,if iln
l.L'SL :iiiil ii'.ii^t .irij;iM.il li.i\s' li,.,.k~ ,,)' letciii -c.is, ,iis,

'

Cia/'l, ,

'

SHEILA E. BRALNE
The Turkish Automaton, ^^'"'

^' •''-'' '""^

tiatioiis 1a W ii.i.i am
K.M.NKV. R.I. 3.». 6,/.

(Jne of the ninst e\tra,>r,linary me<liani,al marvels nf the eighleenii:
century was the " aut.imat.in" eliess player, inventeil liy the Huiipirian
mechanician <le Kempeleii. It is l.elievei'l that the liijure w;is cmslnicl, '

to enable a ilisaliled l',ilisli ,illi,-er {•< escape IV, mi kiissia. On this suh
stratum nf hislnrical f:ict th.e a!.!th,T luss i-nnsiriici;,! :; j-.i.di

rnmance.
iiiV iii^eiii.

7'/;c Viiriis/i Autoiiicitoii , ri-,itt-> fr.nii '.h,- liivi a ,le.-in' t,, |,„,k .it tin- ,11,1
ll leltiimly ,lL-scrv...s t,i he /•//, l>.,ys' l„„,k ,,f tl;c y,-:,i-.' ( ',./<// ( in iilar.

II iMMWll'l I
I'l MH Ill IIWIIIlWI'M<lM)i1illlllillli>IIIIIIMIilli¥hlMllll lliili lllji III '^..^EH
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BLACKIES STORY BOOKS FOR BOYS

^

'

'

ROBERT LEIGHTON
Olaf the Glorious: ^ "'^^°::'-*;^' f°'T'

"^.f,*'*
^'^^'"^

Age. W ith 8 page Illustrations

by Ralph Peacock. $s.

( )laf, roscufd from shivery, s|)fnils a romantic youth in the court cf Kinj;

\'al(leinar of Russia, has many adventures as a viklnj;, anil is converted
to (-'hristianity. lie returns lo pagan Norway, is accepted as king, and
converts his people to the Christian faith. The story closes with the great
h.ntlie of Svold, when Olaf, clefoated, jumps overl)oar(i, and is last seen witli

the sunlight shining oii the glittering cross u|X)n his shield.

" Is r(H K'lml ,is unytliiiiK of ihe kind we li.ive mot willi. Mr. Leighton more tli.Tn

hulils his own with Killer H.iggarit ami Haring-ttould."

—

Vimts.

- The Thirsty Sword: a ^toryofthe Norse invasion

J of Scotland (1262-63). NN ith

6 page Illustration' l^v .\. PF.ARSK. AVti Edition, y.

The story tells h iw 1 • 'eric Mac.Mpin, the sea-rover, came to the Isle of

Bute; how h',- slew houi his hrother, Karl Ilaniish, and the earl's eldest son,
Alpin: how young Kenric became King of Bute, met the sea-rover on
Garroch Head, and ended their feud.

" One of the most fascin.itiiiK stories for Iwys that it has ever been our pleasure to
read. From first to last the interest never flags. "—.SVAon/mdj/^r.

KIRK MUNROE
At War with PontiaC: "J

The Totem of the Bear.

W 1th 8 page Illustrations

by J. FiNNEMORE. 5J.

Donald Hester, a young English officer, goes in search of his sister Edith,
who had been captured by the redskins. Strange and terrible are hi>

experiences ; he v wounded and taken prisoner, but contrives to escape.

In all his adventures he finds a magic talisman in the Totem of the Hear,
which was tattooed on his arm in childhood by a friendly Indian. In tlu

end there is peace, and Donald marries the great chiefs daughter.

" Is in the best m.inner of Cooper. There is a character who is the parallel of

Hawkeye, as the Chingachgooks have likewise their counterparts."— 7"^? Times.

Col.
J.
PERCY-GROVES

The War of the Axe:
tratecl. 2.f. dd.

A Story of

Adventure.

South Africnti

Fully IIUh

Tom P'linders, late of Rugby, sails to rejoin his parents in Cape Coloiiv

goes up country, meets with many experience.s, oets mauled by a Cape lion

and finally joins the Cape .Mounted Rifles. lit lis into the hands of tit

Caffres, but after a strange escape succeeds in rejoining his friends.

"Ihe story is well and brilliantly told, and the illustrations are especially good ai'

effective."

—

Literary World.



ni.ACKiE e- .sy;.\-.s books ior hoys

FRED. HARRISON
Wynport College; ^ •'^'"•^> °f '"^^^^hool Life. Witli

ions by Hakoii.

bull uf life anil .ulvcnlure." St,iti,/,trti.

W. C. METCALFE
All Hands on Deek '

^^'"'^ ^' '""stratmns in w.

T,. . , . .

.

' '<AINI.\, K.I. 3.V. 6,^.
The story Va-gm.s with the ex|H.-rifnces «f dyht ..f the crew and -i vo„n,rb.ly passoMRKr in an „pen Iwat. After many privations the .V'^up l.y the ship ../,./.,/.,.. Hya rare c-.tuhinati/ln'!" ? "ns.an ee' "h her'IS ro.npc-llcd to assun.e the comma..,! of the .V;/,/,///,' ,n,I n^ll , .h l

.afely to Hon, Kon,, where many happy .st.rprls:; aw.";,' M,
i;'"'^'^ "^' ^'"''

|. HALMERS
Fighting the Matabele- ^ '''"'^ °^ Adventure

,v. „ HI . • , <•

*
'" Khodcsia. With 6pa^c Illustrations by Stanley L. Wood. y. M.

" riie sli.niiy limes of the recent in^iirr.c ti

! pi>|ii.-»ntriess which willciisiirc the bonk hec.
1 in M.iial)L-lcl.iTid ;ire iloM-riheil uiil,

niini; a favourite "'-Lh'i-rfivl Coi,y,,r

CAPTAIN BRERETON
With Shield and Assegai- '^ '^"'^" "'^

''^^^ ^^''"

trations by STANI.LV L. Wood. yXl '
^''"'- ^^ '"'

^'
'""-

„.\fr:_'l''''";""' ^J^'^y
'^""^ fho.,1, enlists in the British armv. an.l is sent

thrlmnp' adventurer " " "''' '^ "'""" ""' '"" S'^'^' ''=^-"^' '"-V

and I^i^e:;".:'^:^}:];!^^,: '" ''•="«'"^"'y -'. -'I overflows with .ovcn.ent

(13)



ill !'i '1:

From WITH SHIELD AM) ASSEcM
!!v C'ai'I \in ISri.ki.iuv. 31. ^,/.

DDNAI.l) KAISKI) HIS KMl'IV kl.'l.K AlloVt UlS lllOAU

Willi Horn llA.NUs.
"



W. O'HYRNK
A Land of Heroes: """"^'' '-"i^ i"^i' iii-i.,u.

, , ,,
\\ I'll ' lllil-li.iliiin> In IdllN

II. 1. \( (i\. J, >',f.

-M.iuy ,1 plc.ivml li.nir i, mi M..,,. |,„ ||„. Ii.ippv ,,.ci|,k.p.I , ut iliw ! k
IIk' amh..r takr, lu ImJ. |.. ;1i.. ^.,|.|ri, ,,

;,- ,„ lti>;i, l,i-l,,n. -vhcii Km- .>'(

I'.nu iiiU',1 at l.iM MMi.f t«., ll.uuvni.l n,.u, .,:.,,. | !„: ^unic. ..iv « ,7iu-„
ir. .1 A^U- c.,la.l,i(ol lo .„!cu,l >..m,t; i-.^plc, mv\ M,. lUc-.n', ill.ufati..,,,
.icUl 111)1 ,\ IiiiIl- Io tlic- .ittiai.livc'ii<.->> ..| ilic \..lumr,

-•Ml.; Ihriliiiii; Mciii; /'.i.V .1A(//(,., ,/.',•,
' '

S. BARINCr-CK)U.M)
Circttir the Outlaw: ^

^""^ "' '''""' '" ''" '''^^

"I ilii- \ ikin--. \\ III: (i |,.ii;e

Illli-.ll,lllii|l> li\ M. /I Ni 1
I ill \|| I,'. (..

A iiariatu,' .,( ailurilui, ..l lln !n..-l i.iiHaiilir I. in. I, N.. 1 ..
,_\ hiI1 |„.

al'li- Im wiiliMaml lla- iiia-u i.l ,ihh .. < lu - ,i^ lii. ll^lii .,f i .n i m' w iili iIk-
luuKi; lirar-iil.,,

I nc wix-lN' with K.iii ;!i, l iM iii lln Ii.umI , i ,,( ihr ,\v.v\.
''" ' i'll «illi 111--' ^piiit -! < .lam llir ilnjll, .uhI iIk .K I, m , . .| il,r .Imii;.
• lUllir by his yiiiiiiLlfr l.i'illi.r.

K ill.- Iiuys I k .,f its yen 11,, it |,, ,.!'
,

,

iMr-.:. is iiiiulia, 1.. -.av >lt.,, it » ill ,li,

for men nr.iuii .1, will .1, jiiiii..i- li i> i ill in -ifin,:^. str,ii/htl-.i».iril I ii^ii-li .i .ill

Mi.rirs sIimmM I.e. .iiel il ii.,^ .i li, -s,, ,, iVi.'.l .iii. ,i -iii-.j ,,i ^m\ .iml »n,il .,n.! tie-
M|ifil .iir. uhitll iji ikc 11 iiieM-lililc " .\'.r'..'</ii/

(

'/j.vtv .

C. I. CUrCLIFFK HYNK
'\\\Q Captured Ouiser: "• '"" ^••"-'^"•i" i "ui.

I W nil (i p,i-c lllii>tr.itliiiM

b\ F. l',k,\Ni,w\ N. .\'i r,' /•;,///,•,.//. 5-. f.,/.

Till,' .rntral in. iiifiiu il. .il wiili ilu r.iptiin . .juim;; ilu war li.lur. n ( lull
.uhI IVrii, i.r ,111 annnl .7111,11. Tiir li.r..r, .mil tluir i-.,iiip.iiii..iiN l.nak
Ir.iiii privm in \ .ilp.irais. 1, l,...ii.| ihi^ vsai-liip in ilu.' nit;lil, im-r|...u.i ilie

w.ilrli, csfa|)u 1.1 s..-a uiiik-r llic lire uf llif t.,r!>. all. I tiiially, alter iiiarw l|.,iis

ailveiiliiros, lo.se the cruiser aiii'.iiL; the iielier!,;> iie.u ('ape 11.. in.
• I'lie nil. IhiK an. I the tv\.) -.kippers are a.liiinMM\ .Ir.iwn .Mr H\n.; Ii.i-, ii.as

.seeiireil a pii^iti.in in the fir>t rank ..f writi r, 1,1' fi, 1 |..r \.:<\ - "
V",-, t,ir<i-.

- Stimson's Reef: ^^'''' + 1'''^'' '""^"""•"^ '•> ^v. .s.

SiAc l.S. \,:o/ui!/i,>,i. :s.fu/.

I'hi.s is the tAteiuicil lu.; nl a ruliei whi. li -.ail..! h..iii ilic Clyile li. the
Ama/on in search uf a 't,'..l.l r.-il. Ii lel'te-, hnu ih.-v (liv.,'\ere.l the
Iniiaiieers iieasiire in the .Siianisii .Main. I.mi^'lu lli. Imliaiis, lurne.l ,i-,i(le

the* river jainary hy Mastin};, ami s.j Liiil hare ihe '^'ulil ul .S//'w>,.v/'v A',,/.

(•'ew st.irio- e..nie within li.iilin.< ilist.in. e i.f .s.'.v.v. //i A',.V in startling ineident.s
an,l hnirl.rea.ltli - .ipea. It may aliii..st \ ie w uli .Mr k I..' Me\cns..jir:, I > 01aire
hliimi. ' - (JiiitniiiiH.

i>5;
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BLACKTES STORY BOOKS FOR BOYS

ASCOTT R. HOPE
Stories of Old Renown :

'^'''^' °*^ Knights and

Illustrations by Gordon BROWXK. 3^ 5!/.

"*"'°^'' ^^''^ '°°

Ixwk possessing remarkable attractiun.s for l,ojs.
^ K^-xIcrs. A

ni^l^^oi^tri^s'rjofcr;^ :::. t;^^;: Er"^ -''' <"-'-• '-here arei.".u .IS II) ),ive real cleliylit to boys of every age. — 7i./(« .fl/r//.HARRY COLLINGWOOD
The Log of a Privateersman. ^"^''^ '-'

W. Rainev, R.I '^- illustratK
6s.

page
rations by

"Tl -_ • 1 ... - .
'

•:i1.e -r->ive is ,.r.,5^vivi.,=^ ^,„^ ,. „^,.,^^, ^^,^^^^_^^and allngethcr ilelic

With 4 Illustrations

by Harold Copping.

FLORENCE COOMBE
Boys of the Priory School.
Crown 8vo, cloth elegant, 2s. dd.

pcson of his rioiculec. coi.sin there he^s ^tii^ .:;;:e't^::^^;;^:'^:;
^

^j;"^

; We congratulate Mis, Coombe upo, a brightly-written story ••-/„;„,/

Haro}d'c:;;p-:^^!'!':;,;::^:^,::!,'«
^'-^^ <^'""'>- "'-t-tcd with -real boys' by Mr.

JANE H. SPETTIGUE
A Pair ofThem. ^^''^'M illustrations by Pal'i. Hardv,
^, . . ,

Crown 8vo, cloth elegant, 2s. 6,/.
Ihe chief actors are two hroiliers, who are left free to cl,„„ ,. ib 1.own amusements, an<l this absence of control ea<k H,Hm i

ous adventttres, some of wi,ich are ^^X^^JT^A^IT:^,others have a somewhat serions issue. Both Will a.'d Mile are stself-rehant and thoroughly likeable y<,un,sters. and are cer ni , tot £' lij
popular aukc wuh bo> ami giri readers.

-'=.'••>

"Should be a favourite book for boys and girls -as I have no doubt it will be."

«<'fn,-, % • * I ^
— ii hitthall Keviezv

andl^racl^ f^mJl.'^^n ^blH;:;:^- ^^^''-^i;::;;^^"- ""-''-'1 - ^ ^^>^^-

1 16;



Blackie & Son's

Story Books for Girls

KATHARINE TYNAN
The Handsome
Brandons: ]V'^ '- p^

Illustrationsby

G. De.main Hammond, r.i. Gs.

A delightful storyof ananciciil Irish
family. Every one nf the nine young
Brandons was handsome, and every
one was si)irited and lovable. The
story ends happily for "The Pland-
some Brandons" .vith the re-establish-

ment of the family fortunes.

"A really excellent piece of work . . .

t!ie literary ijuality of Miss Tynan's work
is its chief distinction. "—.S/i'ii'rt/or.

ELIZA POLLARD
The King's Signet:
The Storyof a Huguenot Family.

With 6 Illustrations by G. Demain
Hammond, r.i. Crown 8vo, cloth eiegant, ^s. dd.

This story relates the adventures of a noble Huguenot family, driven
out of their chateau by the dragoons after the Revocation of the Edict of
Nantes.

"The story is splendidiv told, and never irdiSi.."- Pall Mall Gazette.

CAROLINE AUSTIN
Cousin Geoffrey and I.

^^^i'h 6 page illustrations

J by \V. Parkinson, y.
The only daughter of a country gentleman finds herself unprovided for at

her father's death, and for soiii:- tiisi!- lives a- a dependant upon her kins-
man. Life is kept from being unbearable to her by her young cousin
Geoflfrey, who at length meets with a serious accident for which she is held
responsible. She makes a brave attempt to earn her own livi.lihood, until
a startling event brings her cousin Geoffrey and herself together again.

" Miss Austin's story is bright, clever, and well developed."—.S'a/«)v/,ij' Revietv.

146] ;i7j b
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BLACKIES BOOKS FOR GIRLS

ELLINOR DAVENPORT ADAMS
Illustrations

by Harold Copping.A Queen among Girls.

Crown 8vo, cloth elegant, 3.9. bd.

Augusta Pembroke is the head of her school, the favourite of her teachers

and fellow-pupils, who are attracted by her fearless and independent nature,

and her queenly bearing. iShe .dreams of a distinguished professional

career; but the course of her life is changed suddenly by pity for her

timid little brother Adrian, the victim of his guardian-uncle's harshness.

The story describes the daring means adopted by Augusta for Adrian's relief.

"All interesting .Tnd well-written n.irrntive. in wliich hununir and :i keen eye fur

character unite to produce a book happily adapted fur modern maidens." Globe.

- A Girl of To-Day. With 6 pajje lilustrations by

(i. D. Hammond, r.i. y. 6if.

" What arc Altruists?" humbly asks a small boy. " They are only ])ei)|)le

who try to help others," replies the Girl of To-Day. To help their poorer

neighbours, the Ixiys and girls of Woodend liand themselves together into

the Society of Altruists. That they have ]iIonty of fim is seen in the

shopping expedition and in the successful Christmas entertainment.

" It is a spirited story. The characters are trne to nature and carefully developed.

Such a book as this is exactly what is needed to give a school-girl an i.iterest in the

development of character."— /•.'</«tvi//t;«<j/ Times

FRANCES ARMSTRONG
AXr^i*. r^\n\.n^nn*- The Storv of a Girl'o Life. With

Fair Claimant.
^ ^^^^^ „u„t.ations by g. dkmain

Hammond, r.i. Ne7u Edition, y.

The heroine, when a child, is found deserted in an attic. She is adopted

by a wealthy lady, and resides abroad until the death of her benefactress.

Thereafter, Olive Bethune comes to England as a governess, and then

begins to learn her own strange history. It is a tale of surprising vicissi-

tude, but in the end all the wrongs are pleasantly righted.

"There is a fascin.ation rbout this story The splendid char.icter of the heroine,

together with the happy manner in which the interest is sustained to the end, cnnibine

to make this one of the most acceptable gift-books of the season."—t'/i«>-t/i Jieview.

G. NORWAY
A True Cornish Maid. With 6 page Illustrations

by J. FiNNKMOKK. y.6d.

The heroine of the tale is sister to a young fellow who gets into trouble

in landin" a conlrabnnd c.irgo on the Cornish coast. In his e.vtremity tiie

girl stands by her brother bravely, and by means of her daring scheme he

manages to escape.

"The success of the year has fallin, we think, to Mrs. Norway, whose True

Cvrniih Maid is really an admirable piece of -nuxV."—Review ofReviewi.

(i8)
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l>y Ki.iiNoK D.WKM'okr .\ii.\M>. j\. 6,/.

'AUr.USTA PUT HERSELF AT THE HEAD OF THE QUARTETTE,"'



BLACKIES BOOKS FOR GIRLS

I

i!

ROSA MULHOLLAND (lady gilbert)

Banshee Castle. ^^'''' '" ^^^'^ illustrations by john
H. Hacon. 6j.

This story deals with the adventures of three (^irls who, with an old
j,'overnt'.ss, migrate from Kensington to the West of Ireland. They are made
heartily welcome in the cabins of the peasantry, where they learn many
weird and curious tales from the folk-lore of the district.

" Is told with grace, and brightened bv a knowledge of Irish folk-lore, makinc it
a perfect present for a girl in her teens." Tnith.

- Hetty Gray, with illustrations. 2s. ed.

Th- story of a girl who was adopted by a rich widow. On the death
01 hi adoptive mother, Hetty is taken by the relatives to be educated as
a go\ j'ness, an event which is prevented by a rather remarkable discovery.

".\ ch.arming story. Hetty is a delijjlitful creature—piquant, tender, and true—
and her varyuig fortunes are perfectly realistic."— //'<»-/(/.

ANNIE E. ARMSTRONG
Violet Vereker's Vanity. ^^'^^ ^ ^""^^ "'"'^''''

/ tions by G. Dem.mnI.\IN
Hammond, r.i. y. 6(1

The heroine was an excellent girl in most respects. But she had one
small weakness, which exjjressed itself in a snobbish dislike of her neigh-
bours the Sugdens, whose social jxisition she deemed beneath her own. In
the end, however, the girl acknowledged her folly, with results which are
sure to delight the reader.

" A book for girls that we can he.artily recommend, for it is bright, sensible, and
with a right tone of thought and (eeling."S/wffiM /lu/e/'fiiJenf.

ALICE CORKRAN
Margery Merton's Girlhood.

)JJj^^];

Gordon Browne. 3^. 6d.

6 page

Illustrations by

The experiences of an orphan girl who in infancy is left by her father— an
fificer in India—to the care of an elderly aunt residing near Paris. The
ccounts of the various persons who have an after influence on the story are
ingularly vivid.

" Marftry Merlon's GirlJuwd is a piece of true literature, as dainty as it is deli-
cate, and as sweet as it is simple."— // oman'i It^orU.



BLACKIE'S BOOKS FOR GJRLS

MRS. R. H. READ
Dora • "'"' '"^ '^''''' "'^hout a Home. With 6 pa^e Illustrations

•*• by I'AUL Hardv. y.ed.

The story of an orphan girl, who is plact-d as pupil tiaclur ;it the- school
in which she was uilucati'ii, hut is suiUlt-nly rcniovci! hy hanl and stilish
relatives, who employ her as a menial as well as a )^o\ iriKss. Tlirini^'h a
series of exciting adventures she makes discoveries re>pecliiig a large \>u>-
perty which is restored to its rightful owners, and at the same lime she
secures her own escape.

"Dora is one of the most plc.isinK stories f.ir young people tli.ii we Ikivc imcI with
of late years. 'J'here is in it a freshness, simplicity, and naturalness very ena:n;in(;.

'

—Harper i, .Uafa:.iiu:

MRS. E. J. LYSAGHT
Brother and Sister: Y'^^'

^ ''•'^-'^ illustrations by
(.OKDON Hrowm:. y. 6/f.

A story showing, by the narrative of the vicissitudes and struggles of a
family which has "come down in the world", and of the hrave endeavours
of its two younger members, how the pressure of adversity is mitigated by
domestic affection, mutual confidence, and liopeful honest effort.

Ihc plot is cleverly cunstructej, anil the moral i^
"A pretty story, anil well told,

excellent. "— . } thenceum.

BESSIE MARCHANT
The Girl Captives: -^

story of the Indian Frontier.

1 With 4 paj^e Illustrations by
William Rainey, r.i. Crown 8vo, cloth elejfant, 2s. 6d.

The ladies and children of an Indian frontier town are carried off J)y

Ixirder tribesmen, but through a tribesman to whom the heroine, the
daughter of an Engli.sh officer, had formerly done an act of kindness, they
make their escape after many stirring adventures.

"Altogether a capital little hooV."—Saturday /^nwjv.

SARAH TYTLER
A Loyal Little Maid. Y'^^'

-^ p^*^^^ illustrations i,y

J I'Ai'i, Hardy. 2... 6,/.

This pretty story is founded on a romantic episode of .Mai"s rebellion.
A little girl has information which concerns the safety of her lather in hid-
ing, a ,1 this she firmly refuses to divulge to a king's officer. She is lodged
ill the lolbooth, whcic she finds a boy tli;impioii, wiiom in future years she
rescues in Paris, from the U/tre de cachet which would bury him in the Bastille.

" Has evidently been a pleasure to write, and makes very enjoyable reading."
—Literature,



i ,1

J^rom THE FOUR MISS WHITTINGTONS
By GERAI.DINE MOCKLER. 5j.

" Now, GiRI.S, LISTEN TO ME ... I WANT TO niSCUSS THIS
MATTER . . . SERIOUSLY."



PLACKIE'S BOOKS FOR G/A'/.S

GERALDINE MOCKLER
The Four Miss Whittingtons:

I^.i,;!^'"^^",'^

8 Illustrations by Chari.Ks M. Shki.DON. Crown Xvo, cloth

cle^'ant, olivine cdj^cs, ys:

This story tells how four sisters, left alone in the worlil, went to London
to seek their fortunes. They had between them /^400, and this they
resolved to spend in tr.iiniii!^ themselves for the <lifferent careers for which
they were severally most fitted. On the limited means at their <lis|>osaI

this was hard work, but, as the result showed, their courageous e.vperiment
was on the whole very successful.

"A story <if eiulcavoiir, industry, anil indcpenilcncc of spirit."

—

ll'orlJ.

ANNE BEALE
The Heiress of Courtleroy. ^vith s pa^c iiius-

/ trationsby T. C. H.
Casi i,K. is.

Miniica, the heroine, comes to Kngland as an orjihan, and is coldly

received by her uncle. The j^irl has a brave nature, however, and succeeds
in saving; the estate from ruin and in reclaiming her uncle from the misan-
thropical disregard of his duties as a hiTullnrd.

" W'c can speak liij>hly nf the ^raci; with which Miss Beale rel.iles how the ynnng
* Heiress of C"oiirl!croy ' liatt such j;oo(l influence over her uncle as to win him from
his intensely selfish ways '

—

Guardian.

A. HUTCHISON STIRLING, m.a.
Withovei

Illustrations
The Reign of Princess Naska. ^^''»^o^^^5o

by I'AUi, Haruv. 2.f. 6(/.

The story tells in beautifid language how the child-ruler of Tsarkovia
suddenly discovers that injustice is being committed in her name, and deter-

mines that at all costs right shall be done. This noble resolve brings her

into conflict with all the great officeis of state, and although the little Princess

yielded her life in the struggle against wrong, her short reign was not in vain.

" We can thoroughly recommend this little book."

—

Athencfum.

VIOLET G. FINNEY
A Daughter of Erin, with illustrations. 2^-. 6d.

The heroine of this story is a true-hearted Irish girl who finds it hard

to accept a dependent position in the castle, brought about by the sudden
death of her father. She rebels against the new heir, !)'.!t in the end
Love, the reconciler, steps in, and a strange new way of escape from the

trouble is found.
" A book we can thorougHy recommend, not only to girls, but to all who like a

well-written,healthy toned story."—J'/. James's Gazcttt-

(23)



BLACKI/VS JWOKS FOR GIRLS

J. K. H. DENNY
The Clever Miss Follett.

'^^'•«'"-
f'-'^^ iiiiwua

1

1

* tions l)v ( ;. I)i\i \i\Hammond, k.i. bs.
' "'->i^i>

The KulKiN arc a ini,I,lk-.l;,s. family wh,. sml.Knly tln.l Ih.m.-lvcs , ilu-
p..ssc>si..n ..f imnRnsc w, allh. a..,l tlu- imcr.st ..f ,1,. .,.,ry is ..l.tairK,! I.ysovn.j, what .fleet t n- han.-c has u|.,.„ ,hdr vari.-us rhara.tcrs. \Vi h

n ,?T "V"""" ''^1."^'^ "'^- «li^ap,H.int„.u,ts uhi.h lulluw ih..
I'ollctts ,n thar ctlorts t.. get int.. s.H-icty an.l nuikc arist-cratic n.arriaKcs

SARAH DOUDNEY
Under False Colours- ^ ^^""^ '^'"'" '^'''' ^•'^'^^^

.„,•„,. ,. ,. ,,
* L'^es. With 6 pa^'c Illus-

trations by (..(.. Km.itUKNK. 4*.

"This is a cliarniMis story, alioiindiii^ in delicate touches „( scmiinent ami rnihos

E. EVERETT-GREEN
Miriam's Ambition. With Illustrations. 2s.6(/.

Miriam's ambition is to make someone ha]>py, and her endeavour carries
with It a tram of incident, solvins; a mystery which had thr.nvn a sha<low
over several lives. A charminij foil to her f^iave elder sister is to be foun.l
in Miss Habs, a small co.juette of five, whose humorous child-talk is so
attractive.

" Miss Everelt-f Jrecn's children are real liritish bnys and K'irls, not Mnall men andwomen. Kal,s is a charming little one. "-/./w/,wiA,-i-«;:y
"lau men .ina

EMMA LESLIE
Gytha's Message: A Tale of Saxon En<fland.

Illustrations. 2.v. 6i/.

With

„^^£^.*.^?'.""P^f
of thc_ stirring events takiiif; place at that period; and

the liiJiuc life of liil.i.i and
both boys and twirls will delij^hf Jo read of ^
Gytha, and of the brave deeds of the impulsive tlilrtliand the faithful
I.eofric.

boys like, and can only get good Uom."—Journal of Kducati,

(24)



Black ic & Son's

Finely Illustrated Books for

Children

SHEILA E. BRAINE
Hie Princess of Hearts. ^^''''' '••""'i^P"-'"- !•>

( (iloiir jiiicl 70 lllusiia-

tions by Al.K !•; II. WooDU \KI>. I'dp 410, cloili cli-ant, tjilt

t'dm's, ()s.

Take a rrinci^s, a my>ti.iiou, Dmliu^s, fn)^; ainl fairv coniliiiicil, an
O^ie Mu-\vuiii|i l)y iKiinc, iiKilfVdlent by iialiiiv, ;i I'ali'ci- iiilialiilcd l)y
tlic Royal Kaiiiilyot Hearts, ami a iiiar.,Iii;ay willi "Uiiikiii;^' Marylm.ls "',

ami alive with (JiRjr Folk. \ih\ a ( outiacliclcr ami a iH|iVery .Scullery-
iiiaiil, and we Iiave the e>seiitial ijii^iLiiieiits of this dtli'^litriil faiiy tale.

'
.\ v.iliialjlc .nKlitiuii tu l.iiry-t.ilt.- lore, w-iiluly illustr.iir.l by Alice 11. Woodward, '

- ijiiten.

CARTON MOORE PARK
A Book of Birds. ^.^''"' ^" /""i-^;^- I'la.c.s, D.-ror.-

tioiis, ami Covor I)c>ioii by C.\kT(i.\

MooKK I'.XKK. Demy 410 < 13 indies jjy 10 inches
, prire 5 v.

This season Mr. faiton .Moore i'aik lolious \x\> his reniarkahle Alfhnh.l
oj Aiiimah with an eijiially notable series of biril .studies. Ceneroiis as
was the weleoine accorded to llis animal pictures, it may sately be |iro|>lK-sied
that ./ Inhih (>/ Birds will n)eet with even wanner appreciation. It i^ i liar-

acteri/ed by the .same extraordinary vit;our of treatment and orioinality of
design as marked its predecessor as ///, artistic ,L;ift-i)ook of last season.

" His Collection is (iiie tlKit will apiic.il as nuiih to ilic .iriistic rye as to the cliild,"

.S7. Jafxes's Bn^it^et.

MRS. PERCY DEARMER
Roundabout Rhymes, ^viti, 20 h,ii.p,.-c iiiitstta-

/ tioiis in coimir b\- .Mrs.

Fkkcv Dk.\kmi;r. Imperial Svo, dotli e\tia, 2j-. fv/.

.•\ charminj; volume of ver-es and CoKnlf piciuie:-, for lilile folk rhymc.i
and pictures about most of the everyday events of nurserv life.

"The lest verses written for rtiildrcii since Ste\ensoii\ (7/;//'.i Cncfiii .\lto.
Kether ; conimciid tills book as a very cliarniln« piece of de-i;;!!, and more
especiaii as verse, toiiclK-d with a great deal of insight and humunr, yet perfectly
simple i a amusing."- The Cuaiiliiin.

[46] ,25.'
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/U.iCK/E'S BOOKS FOR Cini.nRF.X

\

MABEL E. WOTTON
Xhc Little Browns. ^^ ''•> •' •'""''spipcc in mlour and

more ilian So Illustrations by
11. M. 15K()t K. rVap 410, .|„th elegant. ,i;ilt tdj^es. Us.

The little RrowMs are a .loi,L;l,tf„l s.t of youn-stcrs whom the upl.rin-incof an MUMt mother ami faH.Hst father has rc-.,.k-r.,l n.orr than ns.ullv
imhv.lual an.l sclf-n-hant. During' theu- parciU,- ahscniv they cMt-iul
hospitality to a stranger uiulor the I.eliel th.il he is t! .iriu>k..o«n and Innj,'-
oxpeete,! uncle fro,„ Australia T«o ol the little ^irls tnake the ,liseovery
that the suppose, uncle .s really a l.ui.i;l:,r who i, in lcat;..e with the new
nian-.servant, and by then couiai^e aiul chiMisI, resource outwit him

" Voiuig readers will (iiul //;,• Little n,;y.ims irr.>i>tibly .iltraclivc. Ol'soifr.

BEATRICE HARRADEN
Things Will Take a Turn.
Bacon. 2s. 6<i.

With 44 Illustra-

' 11-. hy Joii.V H.

A happy creation this hy the author of .S//,/, //,,,/ />„,. i„ the N,-htOne cannot hel]) h.vinf; il,e sunny-hearted child who assists her y<xlwi
d.a.i m his dusty seeonddiand l.ook-shop, slie is so ,-av, so en-a^di..' so
natural And to love kosel.ud is to' love all he.^ friends^ ;';:;;:•
symp.aihetically into the tjoo.l fortune she hrou-ht them The char f
this tale, as ot all .Miss Hairaden's work, is a delicate, wi,tful .sympat

mli wi,^!,°'^-n''' "Tl
''"'"'!'' '""' ".";!'"'« """-"^^ f'r <l,iM,tn that wc h,,. ever

HAMISH HENDRY
Red Apple and Silv ;r Bells- ^^ '""kofvcisc

. ,„. ,

^ ' forChildrenof.ill
Aj^'es. W ith over 150 -harniinjr Illustiations hv Amck 15. Wool.-
WARD. AVu' Edition Square 8\(,, ck.th elegant, olixinc ed-es,

These are verses >• children, not merely about them; for their suhiects
are the facts of ehi d-life, the thoughts are childreirs tliouijhls, and the
antju.age hugely children s langua.^^e. Mi>s Woodwanl's l.eaatiful decoia-

interesT'
^""'"""^ '' ^ ^ ^^ "" ''^ "'''''' ^""^'''X '-""l '^al human

M;?w "^'"''''X'*!?'
•" *°''^ ^' children see it, and he writes charminelv about itMiss Woodward s designs are just wh.it the verses reiim.e."-A tAemeum

(26)
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Jil.ACKlE'S /U)OKS FOR Cinr.DREX

A. B. ROMNI ^

I/ittIc Vill..'^'' • ['•jk.
^^'''' 37 lllii>trations by KnitKRT

* ^"' - * Hoi'i:. ( Kivvn 8\o, ddth de-
Kant, 2S. bd.

A series i)f (lcli(;iiti

opens up a new liiltl r

charm of liuniour and

"A ^lllry IxM.t iliai .

ALICE TAl

lri-.li viMam- clulilreii. Miss Kifnncy
iful liilx' l.iks, uhitli have the twofold

l^' ^ lis way. —/ ilir.try II \niii.

f 1 i JRRIS
The Elephanc's Ai^ fry. ^^"^ ovor 30 iikwra

* ' 3/ turns hy Al.ltK H.
WoouwAKii. Squaic ;Sv(), ilfcor.ii'd iloth, J.i. 6,/.

Why it was very nece--ary ami how his Wo. ,lii|, the Mav<ir was^raciously
pliMseil to acce|it the ..polofjy is .set forti in pleasant words ami pictures.
OtIuT aii.inal storus lo!io\\, l.ut it woiiM lake inoic than a pa<;c lo tell
of liiK ihe <lelij;lits to be found in these pretty tales both by' children
and liy their elders.

' \Vc have uui >ccii ;i niorc tharmiiij; ui il.iimv lx«ifc U>\ i^liililrcii J' ill Mall
Cazitt,:

ALICE CORKRAN
Down the Snow Stairs: ".''' ';'''"•" <'""''-"'«ht to

(•(MKl-monunj,'. With ^kj

Illustrations by (ioKDON Hhownk. 3,*. (xi.

A story full of vivid fancy and (juaint originality. Ii curries with it a
stronj; sense of reality, and dcrivis a ^in^ular uttraclion li..in that coniliiii;i-

tion of simplicity, originality, and sulillc hunnmr which 1- ~o nnich appn-
ciated by lively and thouj^htful children.

"This bduk stands out /u, iln /ir. n, f/>s a Kt-iii iif the lir-t m.iIci, htarii.g ujioii evci •.

pa«e the signet-mark of genius." Clirhtian l.culir.

JENNIE CHAPPELL
Mignonne: or. Miss Patricia's Pet.
Willi a Frontispiece and 20 Illustrations, in the Te.\t by I'Al

Hakdy. Crown 8vo, cloth elegant, 2s.

Miss I'atricia has h)n,ij desired in vain to adopt the child, who is Ic:

in her charge. A severe illness deprives the little g\v\ of all lecolleclic
of the past, and causes a report of her ile.uli to be sent to her father, who
abroad. iMijjnonne's eventual restoration, with recovered memory, to li

faiHily, briiij;b the st.iry to a haj.jiy end.

"There ciin Vjc no more iIcm! ible book for schoolroom or firesiUt." lI'Ailili.



mmEif.^.

BLACKIKS BOOKS FOR CUtl.nKEX

STORIES BY GEORGE MAC DONALD
(M.W AM) IMIokM I DllloNj

A Rough Shakino;. )y'"' -• imk^ iiiM>.,a„n,.. i.y w.

Claro, tile Ikto of the slon, is a lH>y wIidsi' nioihi i i-. killMl ;il liis siilr liy

llif fall of a ilimcli (liinnt^ an taillnniaUf. 'riii- Kimll) tUij^yman aul lin

wife, who a(lii|)' him, die while he i-. still \ery ynuDj;, ami he i-. ihnuMi ii|i<iii

lile woiM a secuiiil timr. The iiarialive nl his w.iiiihiiliijs i^ full u| mterc^l

ami IK) hy, the Imy's iiiuuervini; tunie-ty atnl his passion for chililnn ami
animals ieadin;; him into all sorts <.f adveiitiiics. lie works on a firni, sup-

ports a hahy in an old deserted house, linils emiiloyment in a nieiia^jtiu-,

i)eiomes a hank clerk, is kidnapped, and ultimately discovers Ins father on
hoaril the ship to whieli he has lieeii coiiveyeil.

At the Back of the North Wind. ;)/''' '^

ilhistiit

lions by ARlllt k Hi'(;in.>, and a Piontispii < c hy I..\t Kf.Nt i. Hid s

MAN. Crown 8vo, clotli clejiant, 3*. 6,/.

" In At thf lull S: i]f tlw Ninth Wind h sciiul with one f.ii.t in r.iirsl.inil ami nm: mi
ciinmi'in wirlli. 'Hie sii.iy is tlioroujjlih >iii;;iiiil, full of fancy ;iirI p.lllln^ ' '/ lie tii:i.\

)V
Ranald Bannerman's Boyhood. ^^"''3^'ii

/ tratimis

Arthur HugHKS. Crown .Sv... t loth lUoant, 3,s-. 6</.

"Dr. M;ic r)onaltl has a r<:al iiiuh.'rstanihny ''f hoy nature, ami h',' has in fiistiiufii' ••

written a capital sli i\', jiuIkciI t'l-'in their staii'l-point, with a true rui^ all ihr'niuh win. h

ensures its success.' — /'//t* S/*t\tiit,fy.

The Princess and the Goblin, ^^uh 30 nh.s.ia-

tioii-s hy .vk I III k

iiniHls, and a Fiontispiece hy I.AiRKNCE HdisMAN. Crown ISvo,

cloth elegant, 3.V. (hL

In the sphere of fantasy CJeorge Mac I) 'nald has very few equals, and Lis

rare touch of many aspects of life invariably yives to his stories a deeper mean-
ing; of the hii,diest value. His J'/i/iiyh and (ioh/iii exemplilies both yiits. ,\

line thread of allet;ory runs throujjh the narrative of the ailventures of the
young miner, who, amongst other inarvellous experiences, tinds his way into

the caverns of the gnomes, and achieves a final victory over them.

The Princess and Curdic. ^vith Fron..spic.eand

30 Illustrations hy

HtiKN SlKAirON. Crow.! H>.o. cloth, cl'.'i'ant. is. (id.

A secjnel to l/w friufss timi ihr 6"('/'////, tracing the history of the young
miner and the princess alter the return of the latter to lur father's court, where
more terrible foes have to be encountered than the grotcj pie eaith-dwellers.

( 2y
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From LITTLE VLLLAGE FOL.K
By A. B. RoMNEY. 2J. bd.

'•1'Ol.l.Y STOOO IN A DRKAM OK DKLIGlir."



BLACKIES BOOK'S FOR CH//.DKE:\

NEW "GRADUATED'' SERIES
FOR YOUNGER READERS

SPECIAL attention has hi-cn (k-\()t(.(l to tlic |)io(iurtion of a new
series of illustrated story-books in which l)<)th languaj^e and

ideas xvc well within the inid(i-.landin,L; of little folk.

Nt) I. hild of six or seven slhMkl ha\(' any ditt'icnlty in readin;^ and
understandinj,^ nuiddtd the pn tty 'torie-- in the (nf. seri( s. in tlic iuL

series the lanuiiiax'' used is sliL^luiy more advaiucd, hut is well wiijiin

the paeitv of ( hildreii of se\(' n and iinw.tn uliile the IV.

designed for little folk of soniewh.it jreater .ittainnients. If tl le stories

are read to and no', hy children, it will !• t<.;ind that the (k/. 91/. and i.v.

scries arc equally suitable for little folk of all .t,L;es.

I'^ach hook has a pietty frontispiece in (((loin--, and several hlai k-

and-white ilki^tiations in the text. The t\ pe li.is hem circfully selet ted

to accord with the |.;eii('al scheme of the three seiies, and in the (nf.

scries is particnlaily laiL;e anil hold.

"GRADUATED" S'^OUIES AT A SHILLING
Crown Sro, cloth cxtiii. 1 1 V/// io'o:nrJfrom i^pii; -tiiJ ll.nk-iiii Aitc iltu itioiis.

THE CHOIR SCHOOL. Hv Fuihi-kick II\kin>o.\.

THE SKIPPER. IJv v.. 11 rill. 1.

WHAT MOTHER SAID. I!y I., i:. iii.hKM an.

LITTLE MISS VANITY. I'.y .Mr>. Hinkv ci \i;kk.

TWO GIRLS AND A DOG. I'.y Jinmi. ( 11 aii km,.

MISS MARY'S LITTLE MAID. l!y I'-imnok Davimokt .Vi.ams.

"GRADUATED" STORIES AT NINEPENCE
I"cap Sio, cloth cxtro. 1 1 ith co/o.'/rcJ frontispiiCc ,:iiJ /'.',i<l:-,n/il-7ohitc illiistrolioii^.

PUT TO THE PROOF. iSy Mis. Hi nkv ( i \kke.

TEDDY'S SHIP. Hy A. 15. RoMM,^.

IRMA'S ZITHER. l!v Knmi Kin.. Hai.i.

THE ISLAND OF REFUGE. Hy Maiu 1. Ma. knkss.

"GRADUATED" STORIES AT SIXPENCE
F'c.i/>Svo, doth extra. ]\ it/i ,oliuin\/frontifircc ,i>:J Hackaiiit-iohito illustrations.

SAHIB'S BIRTHDAY. Hy I.. I- TinniMAN.

THE SECRET IN THE LOFT. Hy M \hi 1 Ma. knk>s.

TWO LITTLE FRIENDS. Hv Iknm!: imaiikii .

TONY'S PETS. Hy A. 1!. Komnka.

ANDY'S TRUST. Hy Kumi Kin.; IIau.

( 31 )



BLACKIE'S BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

NEW CHILDREN'S PICTURE BOOKS

IN DCXDRS AND OUT
colon r paj^cs. overPictures and Stories for Little Folk. Witii 38

40 fuU-paye black-and-ujiite Illustrations, and a larye number of
\'iKnettes. Quarto, 10 j^ inches by 7;V inches, cloth elegant, 2s. bd.

^ MOST attractive book of storJLS, rhymes and pictures for little readers.
There is no double page without a picture, and the many colour pag^es in

bright tints will prove specially acceptable to young folk. Santa Claus could
bring no more welcome gift than this pretty volume.

ONE SHILLING SERIES
Qiiar/o, 10 's iiii/us by 7;^ imlus.

My Very Best Book.

Ann-chair Stories.

My Very Own Picture Book.

Cosy Comer Stories.

gRIGHT and amusing picture books for the little folk. Kach volume
contains over twenty full-page drawings by eminent artists, and a large

number of smaller illustrations. The cover, and no fewer than twenty
pages, are printed in colour.

SIXPENNY SERIES

Quarto, lo)s inches f>y T% hiihis.

Smiles and Dimples.

Little Bright-Eyes.

For Kittie and Me.

As Nice as Nice Can Be.

Round the Mulberry Bush.

Little Rosebud.

For My Little Darling.

For Dolly and Me.
My Own Story Book.

Play-time Pictures.

Bed-time Stories.

For Little Chicks.

JT may confidently be said that these are the most attractive jiicture books
ever published at the jirice. Kach book contains an average of six full page

illustrations, a large number of vignettes, and seven pages in colour. Tin-
cover designs, also in colour, are extremely attractive, the text is printed in

bold type, and the stories and rhymes that form the letterpress are bright an<i

humoroua.
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