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OLD SORAPS. has long since passed from mortal $cenes to her home in hea-

.+ .. Summer may spread hor choicest flowers, ven—cven to the unveiled presence of her God and Saviour.

And zophyrs waft their fragzance rouad,
- And smiling skiee, aud pleasant bowers

. **“With the blithe congs of birds'résound ;
s ¢ Yotwill pot these a charm impart,
If peaco is banished from the heart, -
- ey Winter may bid his tempeste rise, !
> +4 -« Aud change the eartli's foir robo-of'green,
pi w3 ANG Jeaflloss bowors, -and frowning skies,
Afford 3 sad and dreary sceno ;

Vet will the heart bright verdure wear,

If poaco has fixed its dwelling there. J.S. L.

« There’s not a heart, however rude,
But hath some httle flower,
To brighton up its solitude,
And scent the evening hour.
Theto's not 2 heart however cast,
By grief and sorrow down,
But bath some memory of the past
To love and call its own.”

+ Faith, Hope, and Love, were questioned, whot thoy thought
Of future glory, which Rebgion taught:
Now Faith believed it irmly to be true;
And Hops expected so to find it too;
Love answered, smiling with a coascioas glow,
Belicve ! expect! I know it to be so.

N
s
-

For the Calliopean.
THE MIGNIONETTE

Wro does not iove the lonely and.fragrant mignionette 7 Weil
(;oes it merit the title bestowed on it by our lively French neigh-
bors, derived as it is frem “ minions,” or favorite, For gaicty,
dnd variety of colors. it is inferior to many of its swect flural
sisters ; but for retiring sweetness, and unobtrusive fragraucy,
it claims no ordinary share of notice. Lowly in stature, it is
often passcd unhecded amid the more brilliant Leautics of the
parterre ; yet sought out from its clustering lcaves, and, placud
in the bosom, it emits an édour which its more splendid cor.
peers are wholly incapable of prdducing. To my heart, the
miguionelte is very dear ; not oply for its own sake ; nor from
the circumstance of its being 2 flower of common culture amid
the embowered homes of my native land; but, from the fact,
that with the contemplation of thc mignionettc’ arc inscparabiy
linked reminiscences, at once tender and affecting, of one who

\
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If it be conceded that the mignionette is cinblematical of reji;
ring modesty and genuine heaven-taught humility, then, most

© ungquestionably is it a meet soubriquet for Mary We——. And

here I'musi remind my young readers that [ write simplonnrra.
tives of unaderned fabts ; of circumstances gnd fealings which
have . trapspired beneath my own cye, and in which. my own

v . R

héart has been degply interested; and it rﬁny be thut L&l i 8

engage the sympathies of my readers as [ could wish; yet 1
cherish the hopz that these effusions iy touch o kindred chord
in some bosoms, and awaken others to a remembrance of the
way whereby they have been conducted along life’s entangled
wilderness.

But, to return to our mignionette. Mary was the daughtor of
a highly respectable farmer, and formed one of a large and in.
teresting family. From infancy, she discovered much sweet.
ness of disposition, and many traits of that retiring modesty,
which, in maturer yenrs, becamo her leading characteristic.
She received what is usually termed a good education, but one
from which instruction in heavenly truths was excluded. Indecd
it was impossible it should be otherwise, for those whot aught
Mary had ncver themselves sat down “at the feet of Jesus.”  No
beam of divinc light entered Mary’s native village till she had
sunlit paths of childhood. Moral darkness brooded over hor trod
the family and neighborhoo®. But He who is rich in mercy can-
tual the introductivn of the preaching of the gospel to prove cffec-
sed in the uprooting of much evil, and the implanting of many
trees of righteousness in that secluded but lonely parish.  Amang
the carliest and firmest converts to this new doctrine as it was
termed, Mary's ¢ldest brother ranked pee-cmiuvat, and there s
¢very reasun to cunclude that his firm example, hia paticuco and
firincss bencath iusults and tumptations, were blessed by our
heavenly Fathicr in leading ber to a deuper investigation of her
ot spirit than shic had ver befure attempted.  She saw him
renounce bright prospects du opening bfe; She watched him
Leave a futher's anger aud a_mother’s more porsuasive tears,
she marked his impetuous teniper softeand , hiis daring courage
dirccted agaiust wworal, rather than physical danger ; she felt
his wauin tears on her chieek as bie lule Lis paternal hume, wheie
e had been iuterdicted fiom e unrestrained worship of bis
Rodeciner ; and weil shie haew there was a reality io that pria.
ciple which could suppurt wae sv affectivnate, amid an uxile,
not uiterly dissunant wah that of him who was driven to the
land of Nod.
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From that period, the Bible bucame her study, and . who
hath deelared Himself “meck and lowly in heart,” her iostruc-
tor. Celestinl light dawned on her spint, leading hee from step
to step in the chiistian pahway 5 and guidieg her amid sur.
rounding error, in the narrow steps of truth and peace,

About this time, she caught a severe cold, which scttled on
hee lungs 3 making her a constant, but most paticnt suflurer
for twelve Dng years. and at length dissolving her clay teae-
ment and plucing my fragrant migaionctie beyond the danger of
docsty. 1t was during this period of suffering that ber resem.
blance to the lovely flower I have selected for her type became
incrensingly evident.  Ranking herself as the chief ol siuners,
and ever conceding to others the utmost meed of respect their
deportment permittod, she often held those individa ds in bigh
uestimation wifozo chiistiun attaimnents wero far beneath her own,
while her mueek spirit was beelouded and harasscd with fears for
her own eternal safety.  Mary was too fearful to approprinte
the triumphant and consolntory lungvage of St. Paul, when he
exclnimed, “I know in whom [ have believed, and aro persua.
ded that he is able 1o keep that which I bave committed uito
Hin against that day.”  Many times have I marked the sileat
tears chasing each other down her pallid eheek, while her atten.
unted finger pointed to sume precious promisce in the Book of
Life, which she dared not claim for horself. T was at that pe-
viod but a linde girl, and did not fully understand all her feclings;
but I used to throw my arm around her neck and cendeavor to
comfort her. Throngh tho incessant endeavors of my beloved
parenty, the way of salvation had carly been impressed on my
heart, as f1r as human agency could impress, and 1 well knew
that the Redeemer had atoned for sin; that every sinner who
felt his sinfulness, had a right to claim that atonement ; and it
was @ deep prablem 1o 1iny young heart, how any who ackuow.*
ledged the Saviour’s veracity and beuevolence, shuuld doubt His
willingnhess to receive them. I wonder not now. Years have
rolled over me, bringing trials which have produced experience ;
and though | would not for one moment encourage unbelieving
thoughts, yct I feel there is nat iraperative necessity for strict
investigntion on this overwhelming topic.  When the tempest
of divine wrath shall arise and beat over our unsheltered spirits,
what will it avail us to have reared our structure of religious
profession very near the Rock of Ages, if we have not luid our
foundation on its cteranl base?

Behieve me, young reader, though the poetry of religion may
be very pleasant amid the haleyon days of prosperity, it is the
inwrought principles of our most holy faith which alone are ca.
pable of sustaining the s»al through the boisterous scenes of this
wortal life- 5 it is deep penitence and sincere and hvely thith in
a crucified Redeemer, which must irradiate the gloom of the
valley of death, or the lamp of humanity must expire amid the
shadows of eternal night. Do I speak strunge lungurge?  Am
L as one who ulters durk sayings?  Rest wot, I implore you, tili
yeu know something of thi< subject, till the Holy Spirit reveal
1o you the reality of those truths you have lisped from infancy ;
till you car suy, without presumptign, yet without hesitation,
“my Loed, and my God.”

But ts1eturn to Mary.  Equaliy unconscious of her daily de-
portment and holy example, as her fragrant antitype is of its
delicate odour, she flourisned beneath the approving smile of her
heavenly  Father.
pace with her knowledge and love of the Divine commandments.
The law she found to be holy. and just, and good ; but she often
bewailed most affectingly that there was in hersell another law
warring ngainst the law of her mind, “so that when she would
do good, evil was present with her.”

And bere T would remark, that as far as my limited expe-
rience extends, T have ever observed that the pu " to the heavenly
Canaaa is strewn with briars, and interspersed with rough and
toileume steeps,  To some of the “ heirs of the prumise™ are
given heart-rending ailictions—trials which picrce in the most
sensitive part—gniefs, from which frail human naturc shrinks,
evenin the contemplation ; but with these sorrows there is usa.
ally given firm faith, and much inward pence and corsolation,
To others, again, is given every carthly blessing —no cloud ever
arises to abscuro their temporal horizon—but these mercies are

Hler hatred of sin and dread of evil, kept |

balanced by distressing doubts, as to their final acceptance with
God ; and opptessive fears of their eternal happiness.  Rest as.
sured, reader, whoever you are, that if you arc a real cluld of
God, a member of that lntle fluck for whom is reserved a king.
dom, you will find something spring up to harass and annoy.
It may be overwhelming affliction—it may be only the frequent
recurrence of disagrecable inutias; but st-will be sutlicient to
sully the blovm of carthly glory—to tuke oft the cdge of carthly
enjoyment.  Aud it must of necessity be so.  What sweetuess
can there be in pramises of pardon to those who do not feel thear
need of it?  What consolation ean we gather from the declara.
tions uf the surpassing peace and beauty of a better world, 1t thny
scene is our portion and our homne 7 It is when every cartily
hope has perished that we tarn with increasing cagerness to
Hun, who is * the shadow of a great rockein a weary laud.”

Bat ) find I am wandering from my subject.  Mary was ex.
ceedingly anxivu¥ for the spiritua! welfare of those around her.
With her mother. and brothers, and sisters, she conversed long
aud earnestly.  To the religious instruction of the domesties she
coustantly, when hee health permitted, devoted her Sabbath eve.
nmings ; whilst she Jeft no incans untried which delicate and duti.
ful affection could suguest, to present these truths to the conside.
ration of her beloved father.  Of her unccasing anmety for her
nephews and nicees, [ am a grateful witness, [t was my privi.
lege to pass many happy hours in her society—I bear ber name;
would to God I could equally claim her spirit!

Years glided away in the peaceful routine of domestic hic.
Each revolving period found Mary weaker than its predecessor,
till at length the hour came which was to transplant vur fragrant
mignionctte to an amaranthine clime.  Then was fulfitled w her
experience, that precious promise, “at eventide it shall be hght.”
The clouds, which had for years dinined her spiritual horizon,
parted and passed away, leaving the gorgeous tints of the sum.
wmer sunset ; and she who had been all her hfe-time subject to
bondage, through fear of death, became “ more than conqueror™
through Eiim who loved her.  As her feet touched the dark river
of Jordan, the water rolled buck, and oV the Ark of the Cove.
nant was scen standing in the midst of the siream.  Thep she
realized the glurious teuth, that she was indeed one of that sum.
ber “whose iniquities are forever blotted out as a thick cloud ;7
then it was given to her, fecble as she was, to bear triumphant
testimony ts the power of consolation, couched in that vebigion
she had for many ycars professed; then, indeed, those who
stooud arvdund her dyving millow were compelled 1o eaclaim, © Oh
death, where is thy sting 7 Ol grave, where is thy victory 77

I did not wituess the parting hour. My beloved mwther and
myself left her two days before her decease. We had scen her
ill, very ill, often 1 though not as we quitted her then, We both
felt that we should see her no more on carti; but the message
for our return was imperative, and we reluctantly viclded to the
necessity. .

She summoncd her relatives around her—feariessly and futh.
fully she warged the impenitent—aflectionately and touchingiy
she conversed with those who had professed their faith in the
Rudeemer—gently she remembered those who were absent—
then commending cach to the Redeemer, she turned on her side
as though to sleep—afier awile she opened her eves, and request.
ed to kuow the hour. Her sister replied to her question.
« QOne more kiss ; one last kiss, dear Elizabeth, and then I go.”
Elizabeth bent over her for some moments, at len.th she feebly
disengaged herself and laid ber head on her hand.  Her breath
came shorter and fainter; and ere those who waited round her
couch were awarg, the emaciated spirit of Mary W stood
befare the unveiled presence of Jehovab.

Thus passed from earth one, of whom, but for this imperfcet
record, no trace would be found in man’s chronicle; but one
whose nanc is enrolled in the archives of heaven ; and one who
shall beam with ineffuble glory, cven smid the surpassing radi.
ance of cherubim and seraphim.

Aud now, my voung reader, suffer me to conclude this little
and imperfect sketch in the words of oue well known and hon-
ored,—I allude to the Rev. J. A. James, of Birmingham. “Let
me,” says that emineot divine, * implore you to keep in mind
this sentiment—that whatever and whoever may educate you for

I
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carth, you must have the teaching of the Holy S(piril, and be
made a partaker of the redemption purchased by Christ, if you
would be educated for heaven, The religion which will save us
is the religion of the Cross—the religion of a broken heart and
contrite spirit—the religion which is fed by the sincere milk of
the word—which is sustained by daily meditation and prayer—
which sinks in dust and ashes, and rises to set its atfectiviis on
things ubove. Iu the absence of this, all your other ucquire.
ments, however varied or perfect, wi'l be but as the garland, fra-
grant and beavuful, as it may be, which adorng the victim led
torth to the sacrifice.”

Magry Furiza.
Hamilton, June 29, 1848,
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From Hogg's Weekly Instrictor.
“he sovon Sages of Grooce and thoir sayings.

No country ever produced so many illustrious men in so short a
time as Greeee. It was u iand of great warriors and of sublime
pocts—sf marchless orators. ststesmen, and philosophers.  Aud
though delighting jn athletic accomplishments aod the excite.
ments of wur, though dazzled by the beautiful creations of thoir
painters and their sculptors, and fascinated and enraptured by
the sublimest and the sweetest strains that ever poet sang, 1t
mast yet impart a high idea of the ianate strengih of mind of
the iively Greeks, that wisdom was ever regarded by them as
possessing the highest claim to their adrairation.  They consi.
dered the title of Sage as the noblest distinction they could con-
fer.  Scven men were thus ennobled by the united voice of their
countrymen ; and the “Seven Sages of Grecce” have become
familiav almost as a houschold word.  Who and what they
were, it will be the objeet of this and a succeeding paper to ex-
plain more fully than has yet been done.

They were all cotemporancous; and they flourished in the
sixth ceatury before the Christian cra. The great object of
their studies wus human nature—its duties, and its principles of
action ;. to benefit niankind whs thelr gréat aim.’ Few of them
attained celcbrity in philosopliy, as we now understand the term
—Thales and  Solon, indeed, alone seem to have applied them.
selves to any of its branches; but the benefits which, by their
wisdom, they coniferred on their nation, and the moral and usc.
ful precepts which they have bequeathed to us, will do more to
perpetuate their fame than the greatest amount of scientific
knowledge to which at that carly period they could possibly
have attained.  Onc, and one only, of their number must be cx.
cepted from the greator part of this eutogy—the name of Peri.
ander of Corinth will ever be a by.word of reproach in the
mouths of men—an enduring monument of the evil effects of
undue ambition—a warning to bad princes that tyranny is its
own punishment—a mournful picture of great talents perverted
to an uaworihy end, .

THALES.

Thales was the first who obtained from his countrymen the bigh
title of “sage;” and in his attaivments in science and philoso.
phy he far surpassed the other six. He was of Pheenician ex-
graction, and was born at Miletus, in onia, 640 ycars before the
Christian era.  Iu science and philosophy Greece was still ig-
norant ; and in order to prosecute these studies to advamtage,
the young Milesian spent several vears in travel, residing for
some time in Crete and in Phaenicia, in the latter of which
countrics, from the great commeree it carried on with forcign
lands, ‘Thales became acquainted with the habits and knowicdge
of varions nations.  But it was to Bgypt in particular that the
voung Greeks of good family usually proceeded, as it was at
that time the great fountain-he d of knowledge to all the nations
bordering on the Mediterrancan, To Lgypt, accordingly,
Thales also proceeded, visiting the chief citics of that highly ci-
vilized country, and receiving fromn the priests of Memphis va-
ried and important information in geometry. astronomy, and the
other scicnees, which for centuries they had successfully studied.
It was doubtless from-them that he adopted the leading tenci of
the [onic school of philosophy, of which he was the founder,

.

namely, that watet was the first principle in matter, tho chief
agent i the convulsivns which aguate the surfuce of the globe,
Thers were many imduccuicnts for the pricsts to adopt this the.
viy. Shortly before the tune of Thales’ visit, the Egyptians
had acquived o considerabic tract of land by the retiring of the
waters of the Moditerinocan; they found shells in the heart of
theiv naataias, even iu the substarce of their metals 3 from
must of their wlls and fountains they dreww a brackish water
like that of the sea; and they depended for subsistence on the
fertihizing inunduions of the Nile.

On his rewurn to Ins native country, Fhales imparted the
knowledge he had acquired to hus fellow.citizens, It was pro-
bubly about this time that he was intrusted with 2 chief place in
the administration of his country ; and in this-he displayed
much zeal and ability, henectorth devoting to the study of na-
ture only such tine as he could spare from aftuirs of state.  Ile
was resolutely opposed to matiimony 5 or, more probebly, he
seems to have considered the cares of the marricd sta'e as like-
ly to encroach too much on the little leisure b vl 1a devote to
his favonite philosophical pursuits,  His mother v . re told,
presscd him much to choose a wife—but to this he at fi- -t plead.
ed that he was too young ; and afterwards, on hey entieaties
being renewed, that he was too old.

Thales made considr rable attainm nts i geometry 5 and or
visiting the Pyramids in Egypt, he was able to measure the
proportions of one of the largest from the extent of its shadow.
But 1t was in astronomical science that Thales chicfly distin-
guished himself.  He advocated the division of the year into 365
days ; and studied the motions of the heavenly bodies with so
much success that he was the first Greek who aceurately ealou.
lated and foretold an eclipse of the sun,  Like most men of a
contemplative turn of mind, fits of abstraction were not unusnal
with him.  One night, it is narrated, when, as was Lis wont, he
was walking with his eyes fixed on the starry skies, he stumbled
into a ditch. “Ah! served him right!” cried a ‘Theacian girl,
who was attending him; “he would rexd the skics, and yet doesn’t
know what is at hig feet !” . :

Thales as _we have mentioged, was the founder of the lonic
schoo! of philosophy—the speenlations of which ¢pan the nature
of man and the stracture of the universe, though often ingenious,
and in some points far in advance of the age, were in the main
very absurd and erroncons. This  chool. huwever. obtained
much celebrity, and many of its philocophers stond high in the
estimation of their countrymen.  Some of the theories held by
members of this school were very singninr,  Some fanciced that
the sun was a rim of fire—others thut the heavens were a solid
concave, on which the stars were nailed—that carth was cylin.
der.shaped—that it was a level plhiin—that carth and sky were
of - ‘one—that the moon was inhabited—1nd that man was ori-
ginally formed by the union of carth and water, 1o which the
sunbeams imparted the spirit.fire of lift.  Thales was free from
many of the absurd doctrines of his followers, very much, doubt.
less, in consequence of his attninments in astronomy : and as
his leading doctrine, he regarded the int Higenee, or God. as the
author and saul of the world, and water, as we have said, as ine
principle of everything. Nonc of the phils.ophical w.itings of
Thales have come down to us; but we have several pithy a.
phorisms, exemplifying his knowledge of humnn nature.  He
lived 1o the advanced age of ninety.siy, dying about 545 n, c.

SAYINGS OF THALZES,

Nuthing is more ancient than God, for he wns nat created ;
nothiog ts more beautiful than the woild, and st 1s the work of
Gud ; nothing is more octive than thought, for it traverses the
whole univorse 3 nothing is stronger than necessity, for every.
tlung viclds to it ; nothing is wiser than time, ior to it we owe
every discovery.

Which is the happicst of governments?  That in whech the
sovereign can without Jdanger take the most reposc.

Hopc is the only goud which is common to all men; those
who have lost all still posses it.

Do not do yourself what off:nds you ia others.

Kuow your time, and do not publish beforehand what you pur.
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to do. You weuld fuil in your project, and be loughed at
mour rivals. .

Lovo your parvnts. If they cause you somo slight inconve.
niences, lcarn to support them,

80LON.

Solon, the celebrated Athenian lawygiver, was born in the
small island of Salamis, on the southern coust of Attica, 582
years before Christ.  Ho was of noble linenge, being descended
from Cadmus, the last king of Athens, and a family relation-
ship existed between him und his future antagonist Pisistratus,
His father had expended the greater part of his fortune in vets
of benoyolonee, dnd;at his denth sho family were no longer able
to maintain tho rank to which they had been accustomed. Young
Solon, however, received a liberal cdacation at Athens, and be.
came Jesirous of re-establishing the fortunas of his fumily. From
the maritime situation of Athens, and the natural bent of its ci-
tizens to mercantile pursuits, the  Athenian nobility considered
it in no way derogatory to their rank to engage in commerce;
und Solon accordingly cntered into commercial life, and it would
appesar with considerable success. It was doubtless in the capa-
city of merchant that the greater part of his early travels were
undertaken, when he visited almost every part of Greece, and
during which lis alreudy well-informed mind closcly observed
tho habits and customs of the places he visited. During those
travels his attontion was principally directed to the study of
mankind and their principles of action, which was of great ser.
vice to him in his subsequent office of legislator; and from his
various attainineats, on his rcturn to his native country, he was
already one of the greatest philosophers and politicians of his
day. He cultivoted the acquaintence of all those who were
most distinguished by their virtues and their wisdom—cespecially
such as wore void of persunn! ambition, who were animated by a
patriotic spirit, and by the desire of amcliorating the forms of
government, and of directing the gassions of their countrymen to
a useful and an honorable end. Periander too, the talented but
tyrannic ruler of Corinth, was at this time among the number
of his acquaintances; and it is narrated that one day, when
thoy were at table together, Solon was unusuaily silent.  “Why
don’t you converse 1 inquired Periander; “is it stupidity ? is
it barrenness of idea 1""—Do you not know, then,” replicd So-
lon, “that it is impossible for a fool {0 keep silence at table 17

The Athenians at this time groaned under the sanguinary
laws of Draco, which pumshed every crime indiscriminately
with death. Athens, indeed, was in a statc of anarchy, for the
laws were too atrocious to be putin force. A new code must
be drawn up, more conformable to the spirit of the age and the
spirit of the people; and Solon was unanimously chosen by his
follow.citizens for that high but difficult office. He was created
archon and supreme legislator. He executed his task with great
zen! and with great impartiality, and it was oue which required
all the wisdom of his matured mind. One day, when engaged
in Lis task, Anacharsis, the Scythian philosopher, entered his

* apartment: “What ore you taken up with, my dear Solon,!”

said he.  “Do you not know that laws are like cobwebs?  The
woak arc caught in them; the strong break through.”

Solon acted very much on the principle conveyed in this re-
mark ; and if in Ius laws he has unduly favored the people, it
was because he was deeply interested in their happiness, and
because he saw how many means of oppression were possessed
by the powerful, and how difficult it was for the poor man to
protect himself. Whether the iustitutions he framed were the
best to effect his purpose may be doubted ; he himself remarked,
«I have not given the Athenians the best of laws; but I have
givon them the best they were capable of receiving,” But un-
questionably he placed a very dangerous power in the hands of
the people, by constituting them a court of last appeal in cvery
cause, and in framing Ius luws so obscurely that an appeal to the
people te interpret them was of constant occurrence,  In regard
to the domeatic relations, the code of Solon.was far in advance
of the spirit of his age, and infinitely superior to that framed by
Lycurgus for the Spartans.

Solon was the first of his nation who invested the family com.

pact with a dignity becoming its importance, by regarding mar-.
ringe as o sacred tie, and strengthening it by legislati®e cnact.
ments.  But he could not at once rise superior to the lax mo-
rality of the age; he permitted divorce, though under restric.
tions, yet on grounds that would appear fur from seuflicicnt in
modern times. It was resorved for the.religion of Christto
raisc woman to her proper rank in society ; the Now ‘Testa.
ment is the great charter of her liberties. The character of
Solon makes it probable that he sought much of his happincss
in the domestic relations ; and we know that he was an affec.
tionate father. He was deeply afllicted by the death of his son;
and a friend one duy visiting him, surprised him in tears, “Why
do you grieve so bitterly 7 said his friend ; “tenrs cunnot bring
back the dead.’—«'"Lis because of that J weep '™ was the sor
rowful rcjoinder. ’ .

The conduct of Solon, and the laws which he framed, gave 30
much satisfuction to the Athenians that he might now huve ca.
sily have obtained the sovereign power ip the state.  But he re.
fused the offer of the kingly office ; and having now completed
his legislatorial dutics, and fearing lest he should himself be the
first to alter his code, he withdrew into voluriary exile for ten
f'cnrs, having previously obtained from his countrymen a so.
emn oath that they would strictly observe his laws for one hun.
dred years, and that they would live at peace till his rcturn.
Upon leaving Athens he visited Egypt. From thence he re.
paired to the court of Croesus, king of Lydia, who secms to have
treated him with great favor, although the opinions of the frank.
spoken sage must have been at times disagreeable to the most
opulent monarch of the age. On one occasion bring nsked by
Creesus if he were not the happiest of mortals, “Tellus, an Athe.
nian,” replied the sage, “who always saw his country prospe.
rous, his children virtuous, and who died himself in his country’s
defence, was more truly to be called happy than the posscssor
of riches and the ruler of empires.”

‘Thus living ns it were in scclusion, removed from the cares
of state, aud free from the anxieties of his late legislatorial of.
fice, Solon indulged the belicf that, by the wise and mild constj.
tution which he had framed, he bad permanently secured the
happiness of his countrymen. But if in this he was forgetful of
the ficklencss of the people, he underrated also the ambisious
projects of individuals. In his absence, the republican constitu.
tion which he had {ramed was already tottering. The blow was
struck by a relation of his own—Pisistratus. While yet a
youth, Pisistratus -had fixed upon himself the admiration of the
Athenians no less by his military talents and personal valor in
the field, than by his cloquence and address at home. Gifted
with a fine persun—brave, frank, and generous, he was every
way fitted to become the idol of the people ; he redressed pri-
vate grievances, listened to the complaints and encouraged the
hopes of those who flocked around him; and on the return of
Solon, he was rapidly smoothing his way te supreme power.,

Republican in principal, and grieved to see the libertics of his
country thus endangered, Solon struggled against the rising pow-
er of his ambitious relative—but invain. Strong in the love of
the people, Pisistratus soon obtained the protection of a body-
guard to his person—Solon alone raising his powerful voice in
opposition. Henceforth Athens was no longer free. Yet Pi-
sistratus knew how to gild the chains which he threw round his
fellow.zitizens ; and his conduct while in power was in many
respects most praiseworthy. His rulo was distinguished by jys-
tice and moderation ; he raised the dignity of Athens; he en.
couraged literature and the arts; and was the friend and patron
of illustrious men. He always trcated Solon with the greatest
respect, though the latter continued his inflexible antagonist ;
and even, by kindly offices, endeavored to renew the ties of
friendship which formerly had existed between them. But So.
lon rejected the friendly advances of one whom he deemed the
destroyer of his country’s liberty ; and grieved at the overthrow
of his best plans, and chugn‘nc«i at the sight of his countrymen
forging their owa chains by the favor they showed to Pisistratus,
in bitterness of heart the old man withdrew from Athens, and
retited 1o Cyprus, where his declining years were sustained by
the kindness of King Philocyprus. !

{To te Continued-
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+  The Novél Reader.

8ho slumbered in the rocking chair
She'd occupied all day

And in her lap, half.opened there,
‘The [nst now novel Iay.

UIpon the hearth the dying brands
‘I'heir tatost radiance shed }

A blazing candle ncar hor stands,
Whith a crown about its head.

Her haie, which long uncrimpt had been,
Was hanging loosely round ;
A singlo curl, by a crooked pin,
By the-#ide of her haad was bound.', t
Her gown had vnce been white I weoh,
But white it was not then;
Her ruffics too had once Leon clean,
And might be so again.

One shp.shod foot the fender prest,
The other sought the floor ;

And folded o'cr hor heaving brepst,,
A dull red shawl she wore.

The flickering light is fading fast,

Yet cares not she for mortal thinge~
For in her busy bram

The novelist’s unaginings
Are acted o'or agaig.

But, whilo in this delicious nap
Her wilhng sonse is bound,

The book, cscaping from her tap,
Falls lumbening to the ground.

She wukes ; but tis, alas, to see
The candl~’s quivering beam ;

Nor 1 the blackencd coals can she
Revive one friendly gleam.

Then groping 1hrough the passage far,
She steals with noiseless tread—

And leaving every door ajar,
Creeps shx}'ering to bed.

The Bible Reador.

She w ber chamber doth repair,
Now closed the busy day—

Whero on her tolet, kept with eaze,
The precious Bible lay.

Though all is stilt around, no dread
Doth agitate her mind—

No superstitious fears of dcad
Can there a barbor find.

‘She briefly firet revicws the day
‘Which s for ever gono—

Through Christ, for pard'ning grace.
Gives thanks for mercies shown,.

Bncouraged by the goud received,
Whatever may betide,

She hopes that cvery future need
Will bo by God supplied.

Oane little moment she employs
To read the sacred word,

And meditate upon those joys
There proraised by her Lord.

The gay world to their pleasures hastpn,

She heedeth not their dissipation j—
Her contemplating mird

In the word of inspiration
Transporting joys doth find.

Chnst's word doth richly in her dwell
And fills her with delight ;

His precepts too she ponders well,
To guide her steps anght.

And if, in passing to that hour,
She had met an encmy,

Such are included in her prayer—
Lord, bless mankind and me!

At neave with God, with all mankiad,
‘. vith.gope of heaven blest,

Sweet thoughts revolvi~g :a her mid
She sink+« away to rest!

Rend at the Anoust Reviow.
The Mind--.Its Dignity.

[Tho compositions, rcad at our Review last apring, have boen published,
not in the order of their supposed cxcelloncy. The following is the last of
tho series.—Fbp.)

‘Tus works of nature have over been objects of admiration and
delightful contemplation ; and with good resson, for they body
forth in characters not to be mistaken, the grandeur and glory
of the Great First Cuuse—they truly bear tho impress of the
Deity.  We hear His all-powerful voice in the thunder’s rover-
berating peal ; and gaze with wrapt wonder upon his goodness,
as shadowed forth in the unnumbered gems beaming kindly upon
us from the blue expanse above.

But, thongh nature bears His impress, it s in the mind of
man that we bohold the most striking ctample’of His creative
wisdom and power. Methinks it was a glorious morning, when
God beheld the beauty of the world which e had made aad
called it good ; but what greatness and cxcellence were added,
when, at His fiat, mar sprang into existence, endowed with do.
minion over all other living things, and with a soul, whose high.
cst bhiss was to drink continually of the strcams of love flowing
from his Father's throne. How glorious, then, the spirit’s origin
—a breath from tho uncreated and all.sustaining Jehovah, giving
man a position only a little lower than the angels, and crowning
him with glory and immortality. How incomprehonsible is the
mind of man? In jts contemplation we are lost in a vagt pro-
found. Philosophers have vainly sought to reveal all its hiddep
depths nnd mysterious workings. We know that it holds com.
munion wiith the external world, and reccives impressions from
it. At its bidding visions of the past spring up beforo us, en-
dowed with all the vividness of original perception ; and it may
be almost said to lift the veil of futurity and scan the records of
coming ages. How these effects are produced, we know not—
the facts alone we know,

Even iu its lowliest micen, it shadows forth its divine Original,
giving cvidence of a higher pedigree, and more glorious destina-
tion thun pertain to earth.  But how transcendantly beautiful its
movements, when a Milton or a Pollok, soaring to the empy-
. rean, or swooping down, with flight reversed, to dark Avernian
regions, sweeps the strings of poesy.  Upbarne on fancy’s wing,
we follow these sons of the laurel.crowned goddess, till worlds
and systems roll beneath our hearen-aspiring gaze, our spisits
are ravished with the visions of Paradise, and drink in Keavenly
melody. Nor is it in the lofty soarings of imagination alone,
that the mind exhibits its majesty and power. If so, the vast
expanse above, now fraught with so much interest to the astro.
nomer, had been to us a sealed

; + Book uf ctornal wonders; lit with gems

: Of unknown glory. But now,

Though these orbs sppecar

Convolved and complex to the untutored eye,
Yet order and harmonious beauty, atl,

To the instructed soul.”

To Newton’s great, observing mind, the simple falling of an
upple, revealed the laws by which the harmony of the universe
is maintained. He saw, and, expanding with the mighty con.
ception, his mind grasped the mecasuring linc of the heavens,
and, transferring his diagrams to carth, enabled even a Mrs.
Somerville to verify the correctness of those demonstrations, by
which the magnitudes, distances, weights, and revolutions of the
heuvenly orbs arc determined. [llustrious examples of the pow.
er of mind, even in this, its infant statc, might be mukltiplicd to
an indefinite cxtent. Witness it in Locke and Bacon, who.
scorning to remain contented with the discoveries made by their
ancestors concerning mind and matter, thrcaded out their most
bewildering labyrinths, and irradiated their darkest recesses
with the lamp of truth. : i

How splendid the achievements of mind in the asts, which
lend their aid to the convenience of human life, and which di.
sminish the evils and dangers of our existence.—It has arrested
the airy lightoing in its dazz!" 1 course, and conducted it harm.
less to the ground. And moure wondrous siill—seizing this
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subtle agent, it has made it the vehicle of thought, along the
magic wirce : thus annihilating time and space, und cnibling
yarsons, thousands of miles distant from cach otlicr, tu converse
}nmilinrly, as if face to fuce.  Nor is its power loss visibly dis.
played in that invention which caused the little birch canve,
which, but a few years since, glided unnuslosted aver the surfacs
of our own loved Ontario, to be supplunted by the noble steamer,
which now in mnjesty

«Walks the waters ke a thung of hue,
And scems to dare the clements to stnfe.”

In this we recognise an cffective agent, in the mteilectuar and
mora! clevation of the human fumily.  Laden with the clements
of civilization, it penetrates the litherto inacceessible parts of
the carth. “ tull jeven the death.bestrodden gales of 'the Niger
yield to the force of scicutific cuterprise ; aud the fountains of
the Nile emerge from the awitl obscurity ot six thousand years,”
Eat, great as have beeu the conquests of mund in bending the
elements of nature to its charivt.whieeds, still methinhs wouders
not yet conccived would be revealud, could we but picree the
veil of futurity.

Not only was tlus beauuiul world, with its numberiess sources
of crjoytnents, created to promote its happiness, aud the eapan-
sion of its milf'“)’ powers, but when the mind, prostrated by its
fally lay s helpless rums, the infinitely glorious Creator pro-
claimed its value by seuding Iis unily Sun to redeem and re.
store it.  God has thus invested the mind with a dignity that
must command the respect of the brightest seraphs that wat
around His throne. The nund, cndowed by its Creator with
powers susceptible of endlessly progressive improvement, is ever
advancing. To.day an infaut appears on earth—gradually light
shines in upon that infaut suul.  Behold the kindhing cye, as
truths new aud strange are grasped by its expanding powers.
The wonders of nature and scicnee are revealed to his penctra.
ting glance as he springs into mwbood,  To-morrow that infant
15 @ Newton, At the biddig of lus hereulean energies, mystery
after wystery unfolds its hidden depths,  Welook again.  That
infant is an angel now. Clay orguns no longer cloy its powers,
nor impede its onward flight.
still its course is upward; and jts powers expanding, grusp more
and more of God, ull arrived where Gabiicl stood, when, hke
the opening flower, it sippud the first dew.drops of knowledge.
And yet it pauscs not, but onward and upward speeds its daz.
zling course, where

«Floods of living knowledge roll,
And pour and pour upon the soul.”
e o]

OLD SONGS.

2Y KLIZABETII YOUATT.

fcovnrepen. )

Once more the woman’s shrill voice rose up, mingled with
the pattering of the rain aganst the casement, and penetrated
home after home ia vain; there was no kindred echo in the
hearts of those who heard 1t. A veteran author, whose thoughts
came slower than they were wont, what with age and poverty,
and the inendus which weighs ever on those who are forced to
coin poetry into bread—wearied and annoyed, sent down word
that if she did not move o, hie would give her in charge. But
upon his wife’s observiog that 1t was a terrible night to be abroad
m, qualified the éommand by a fuw half-pence, and the half of
their frugal supper.

“After all,” said he, with a snnle. “it is casier writing songs
here by our bit of fire (and it was but a i), than singing fhem
in the cold, wet streets.” A blessing surely rested on his poe.
try that pight.

Agin the ballad.singer passed on, and ber voice had more
of melody in it.  “Phe kind face and gentle words of the poet’s
wife hud done her good. beside pravuting for the wants of the
present hout ; and the poor, happily for them. in one sense,
scldom look beyond.  Presently the door of & respectable house
opened, and a young woman, decently dressed, beckoned her
forward, and slipped a shilling into her hand, observing that 1t
was a wild night.  The bailad-singer looked up astonished at

Age after age rolls away, and.

receiving so much, and saw by the lamp-light traces of tears
recently shed on the thin cheek of her benofactress.  The young
woman shook her head when she offered her one of the ballads
which she had been singing, declaring witlt a sigh that she knew
it by heart ; and interrupting her thanks and blessings by again
closing the donr, went back into her lile parlor, and lenning
her bead upon her hands, wept long and bitterly.

A love of country, as well as kindred and friends, is indisso-
lubly linked with old songs. The >wiss, although not in genc.
ral a people of great susceptibility, arc said to be peculinrly ative
to this fecling ; and also the Irish and Scotch, more especially
the latter.  How touching it is to hear home-songs in u strange
land '—the simple melodies of childhood, hundreds and hund-
reds of miles away, like the sweet voices of familing fricnds.
Terpandor, the Leshian musician, is said to have quelled an in.
surrection in Lincedwmon by his songs,  “Who has not heard
or read,” says n late author, “of the cxtraordinary cffeets of
of the Jacobute airs, so associated  with the canse in which they
had been such powerful zgents, that even st'l they make the
blood to tingle, and the heart to throb 7and that cnthusizan
which flew like the clectric spark through every rank wheriwer
the Marscilloise hymn was heard—a whole audience  rising
simultaneously, and amidst the waving of handkerchicfs, and
gestures of devotion, joining heart and  voize in the national an.
them—regiments  dropping on their knees, and as it were, sole-
muly devoting themscelves to the cause in which they were en-
guged Tor the Rans des Vaches, upon the hearing of which
expatriated Swiss soldiers were wont to melt into tears—many
deserted—others fell iil—and not a few actually died, it is said.
of mere Lome.sickness 17

We are wld by Mr. Maloie, that one night, when Sir Joshua
Reynolds was at Venice, the manager of the Opera, in compli-
ment 1o the English gentlemen there, ordered the baund w play
an English ballad tune, 1t happencd to be a parlor air, which
was played or sang in every street at the time of their Jaaving
London ; and by recalling to saind thut metropolis, with alt its
connexivns and endearing circumstances, brought tears into the
artist’s eyes, as well as into those of his countrymen who were
present. lo ail this the spell lies simply in the old song, hallow.
cd by memory and ascociation.

Rehgion, also, has her old songs—the Canticles, that songs”
—as the name so sweetly signifies “the most beautiful song!”
And more ancient still, when Moses sang at the head of the
tribes, after the miraculous passage of the Red Sea, Miriam’s
Song.  The Songs of David, the Song of the Angels, the Song
of Zion, began on earth, aud perfected in Heaven. A theine full
of holy and beautiful thoughts and imaginings—hauntings of a
glorious immurtality, but all too sacred for our present paper.
Hymns are a kind of spiritual song, the influence of winch
are perbaps more Jasting than any other kind of uninspired
mclody.  We learn them in childhood, and in old age their me-
mory comes back to gladden and to bless us. We lisp them
at a mother’s knee, and murmur them on a dying-bed. A
hymn is often among the last things retuined by the fading me-
mory—the last sound upon the trembling lips ;—like % Much-
afraid,” in the “Pilgrim’s Progress,” we pass through the river
singing.

Itis astonishing the pertinucity with which old songs linger
in the heart, long after things that secemed of far more impor-
tance have been fergotten.  The aged man, looking dimly back
upon  chiidnood’s hardly.acquired love, remembers little else
save its songs.  We can well recollect such an one, who for
many vears filled the professor’s chair at Edinburgh, and was
Justly ceiebrated as the jirst classieal scholar of his day. But
all these things bave passed from him now like a dream. Tt
is sad to mark the wreck of that glorious intellect—the wandez-
ing mind—the failing memory—and vct he can sing “Auld
Robin Graythroughout, from beginning to cnd, wihout missing
a word, and with cvident appreciation of its sweet and quiet
pathos.

Aud now we hasten to conclude a paper over which a few
may smile, while the many will bear witness by their tears to
its deep truth—and it may be, even the sceptics become followers
of our simple creed ; when the songs, warbled night after night
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The: - Calltopean.

1o gladden the cheerful fireside, around which cluster a loving
bzand of undivided hearts, shall be ali that is luft to remind them
of past happincus—when the mother’s favorite sung shall be sung,
and the mother not thore to listen—the sung of the beloved, now
changed or dead—the c-adle-song, and the lile one in Hea.
ven—the song of joy that servesonly to sct us weeping—itho
song that murks an anmverasy in young lives, turning our
tears 1o laugiter, and our lnughter 1010 tears,recalling scvnos,
events, fiae faces, gcnllc tones, hopcs, fears, and memorics,
mysterously hnked and associated wih old songs.

In the carly stages of hife Wwe can have but few unniversarios,
Time is nomusked by muemory and full of hope.  Graduaily,
however, there anses a calendur 1n our dividual  history,
made up of such strange hicroglyphics as 10 be incomprehunsible
tu any but ourselves.  Bright duys, hours nevesito Uo torgotion
are signified only by u flower or a song.  An old tune, regis.
tered lung since in that fairy almanac, brings along ‘\vuh ita
crowd of recollections that have not visited our minds for yotrs,
and secmed to have gone away for cver—dim shapes tamilinr
to the memory, furgutien and remebered aguin like the frag.
ments of a drcum.  * Once moro we walk the great eity of the
past,” su vividly described by Professor Longlellew—* witl its
silent marble streets, and moss-grown walls, and spires upris.
ing with a wave.like flickering motion ,—and here, amid the
mournful sound of funcral bells, sweet and surrowl‘u} vuices
that keep continually singing, ¢ O, forget us not! O, forgot us
not!’?”

Happy, for the most part, are those fumilies where Aoide
holds u place nmong household deitics, und has an altar on the
domestic hearth. It is to be regretted that nusic and singing,
especially the latter, should be so little cuitivated in the homes
of our English poor, where it could scarcely fail to shed n
gentle und humavizing ivfluence, besides forming a fresh link
to bind its inmates together. Attention has, however, buen
alrcady drawn to this subject, and Harmony now forms a prom.
inent branch of cducapion in most of our principal schouls,
Throughout the greater part of the Continent, the cultivation
of music and singing prevails more or less among all clussus,
and is u source of purc delight to the poor as well as 1o thy
rich. And also in Bohcimia, and other districts of Gerinany,
Professor Robson meotions, that he has frequently heard plons.
ant vocul music even among tht Russiaus boors.

The cclebated Dr. Rush advocates singing on a fresh ground
from any we have yct touched upon considermng it as n power.
ful corrective of the too common tendency to pulmonte com.
plaints ; and records his crtire conviction, that the true causo
why the Germans are seldom afllicted with consumption 1s the
strength wiich their luigs acquire by being constantly exercis.
ed in vocul music. He considers no education complete in
which singing is not included 3 learned not as an accomplish

2oty bat 2 sweet and untiring source of enjoyment for our.
selves and others ; and thus lessening the temptation to wander
out of the charrwd circle of homne in scarch of amusementt or
pleasyre.

"The utilitarian spirit of the present age, so far form dostroiv'.
ing, as some murmurers assert, keeps guard over the Beautitul !
not as a thing apart, to be worsshipped by the few, but a fecling
and an influcnce to be shed abroad among the common thin, !
cvery-day life, to giadden and to bless the many. Nothing can
be too highly prized which tonds to cherish and keep alive the
flame of domestic love and sympathy.  The spirits of that lamp,
whose gentle radiance makes our happiness here below, ave
many ; but Aoide is tie blithest and busiest of them all!  Her
swect voice lures back the wanderer, and cheers the weary
exile with visions of his lost home. A welcome guest in paiaco
or bower ; or sitting with the home-loving, by the quict hearth,
making the long hours pass’ pleasantly away-——she hushes tn
sleep the cfadicd child—makes melody for the young-—and
soothes ihe aged with « world of hygone momorics. hile
enjoying the present she forgets not to lay up a precious storo
of sweet thoughts for the [~ .ure ; and, like an enchantree- as she
is, weaves many a tuncful spell, which winds itself ir sistibly
about the heart for evermoret A biessing on Aocido ! A blyss.
ing upon Old Songs !

Hamilton and {ts Scenery.

tIani oy, if nut world-renowned, is at lcast Canada.renowned
for its sconery. Placed on an clevated plain between the Bur.
lington Bay and an extensive ridge calied ¢ the mountan,” it
allords tho most delightful situations for building, cither on the
slaplag hillside or on the heights overlooking the bay. The
view from the eminence above Hamilton combines, deed, more
thun the usual beauties of mountmn and lako scenery.  Stand-
ing ut this point, we see the ridge extending for several miles
townrds the west, and then sweeping round to the north, forming
utto of nature's vast ampbitheatres.  The beautiful sheet of
Burlington Bay, about seven miles in length, lies reposing
within this mmple semcircle, with the city ot Hamilton spread
out at u little distance from its southhern side, along the foot of
the mountain, having all its buildings and street$ fully revealed
frein our olevated position above it. A narrow sandbank,
callud * the beach,” pierced by the Buclington canal, separates
thu buy from the broad surfuce of Oatario ; while just beyond
ity on the northern shore of the lake, arc dimly discerned the
roufy of Wullington Square. The Burlington Heights bind the
head of the bay crowned ut one end by the noble castle of Dun.
durn, the resideace of Sir Allun McNab. The Dundus Marsh
strotches away on the other side of these, filled with rank flags,
or the broad ieaves of the water lily except where it is travers-
o by the Des Jurdines canal, which leads to the thriving villago
of Dundas, vmbosomed among the hills.  The vastness of the
circulur rango bounding the horizon on every side save that
of the luke, the placid beauty of the bay encircled within it,
and the stireing, lifedike oppearance of the city by its side,
all contribute to awaken in the mind sansations of the most
unmingled delight and contentment.  The pleasure which we
recoive in contemplating the scene, is likewise enhanced by the
retlection that it may at one time have been the bed of a large
bady of water, as seems probuble from the circmstance of the
country being perfectly level after we reach the summit of the
ridge ns well as from the nature and position of the land in
the valley. ’

Nuxt to the mountain, the Burlington ileights afford the
greatest atteaction to the lover of nature and art. Commencing
at tho nurth.west of Homiltun, they extend along (with a level
surfuce und no greater clevation than that of the city, though
wuch higher than the water) between the Burlington Bay and
thoe Dundus mursh, in the form of a pramuntory, geadually di-
minishing, nround the estremity of which pass e vessels to
Duandus, on the outlet between the two bodjes of water.  On the
slde ncarest Hamilton-appears thc”-:asllg of Dundurn, placed
neur the verge of the heights, and commanding an cxeellent view
of the bay and the surrounting scenery  ‘Two turrcts project
on the side of the water, with a balcony batween them, and rise
up ubove the building, giving it its castle-hke appearance ; while
u row of columns improves 1ts aspecet on the opposite  {ront to-
wards the rond.  The cdifice, however, is scen to best advan-
tago from a boat on the wuter or from the mountain.  Passing
on beyond the grounds of the castle we have anew but still pleas.
ing view of the-bay, walled in o the left by an almost perpen-
dicular bank with smiling farm houses here and there interspors.
o npon tho top—the beach on the opposite side appearing like
u dark line resting upon the blue waters, and the shore on the
right studded with sails, storchouses, and wharves, that speak
ol man’s industey and emerprise. ’

But bosides the natural bunuties with which the Burlington
eights abound, they possess some historical relics, which gve
them a still livelier interest. Nearly opposite the cistle is soen
a lurgo mound of earth, on which lie the Fist mouldering be wn
of an old block-house. A few rods from this a high embank.
went stretches entirely across the ridge, . nd still farther on an-
other where the space is wery narrow. It was behind these en.
trenchments and protected by this bluck.house that the BEoglish
army eneamped, during the last American war, in 1813, at'er
being driven by superior forces from Fort George at the mouth
of the Niagara river.  The Amcrican army pursued them and
took up n goad position by the side of Stony Crerk, abyut cight
miles from Hamilton.  The British, however, did not await their
attack, but, rousing up by night, surprised thenm amid the dark-
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ness and captured two generals, ouo hundred and difty men, and
fqur guus, after which the Americaus retroated to Fort George.
"Tho position on the Burlington Heights was of still greater ser.
vice in a lator period of the war, when the Euglish, afier their
dofoat at the battlo of the Thames, so colcbrated by the full of
Tecumseh, retired thithor, and presented so formidable a front
that the encmy did not dare to assail them.

Hamilton, according to o consus lutcly takon, contains 9990
inhabitante,  The J)r)ncipal institution of which it can boast is
the Burlington Ladies’ Academy, which, for the cfficiency with
which botih moral and intellectual training is admimstered, is
equalled by few kindred establishments in America,

Hamilton, June 21, 1848,
. = el e
Edncation of 1diots.

Ww.p, W,

Sixos the success of the offorts to instruct the deaf and dumb,
and the blind the attention of philanthropists has been turned to
idiots, the melioration of whoso intellectual condition had been
regarded hitherto as aimost utterly hopeleas.  But the minds of
your children, us they devolope and strengthon, Select their
miscollancous reading yourselves. Let not a book come into
their hands without your inspection. Before you ar~ aware,
their taste beomes vitiated, their imagination corrupted, and their
minds contamineted. Too much vigilence cannot be used,—
sJust as the twig is bent the tree's inclined.”—Sketcher,

Our Library.
-

« Essays on Decision of Character, &c. By John Foster

Tux Essnys of this celcbrated mornliat are distinguised by great pone;mlion
of mind, as well as extensive information. The one on decision of charac.
tor, displaying the pnncipal characteristics of this important quality, and the
moans of attaining 1, isespecially useful. Tho effocts of this attribute, as
soen \in the characters of tho illustrious Howard, and others, are thus por-
trayed :—

# But not less decision has been displayed by men of .irtue.
In this distinction no man cver excceded, or ever will exceed,
for instance, the late illustrious IToward.

The energy of his determination was so great, that if, instead
of being habitual, it had been shown only for u short time on
particular occasions, it would have appeared a vehement impet-
uosity ; but by being unintermificd, it had an equability of man-
ner which scarcely appeared to exceed the tone of a calm con.
stancy, it was so totally the reverse of any thing like turbulence
or agitation. It was the calmuess of an intensity, kept unitorm
by the nature of the human mind forbidding it to be more, and
by tho character of tho individual forbidding it to be less. The
habitual passion of his mind was a pitch of excitement and im.
pulsion almost equai to the temporary extremes and paroxysms
of common minds ; as a great river, ia its customary state, is
cqual to u small or moderate onc when swollen to a torrent.

The moment of finishing his plans in deliberdon, and com.
mencing thom in action, was the same. 1 wonder what must
have been the amount of that bribe, io cmolument or pleasure,
that would have detained him a week inactive aftcr their final
adjustment. The law which carries water down a declivity was
not more untonquorable and invariable than the determination
of his fechings toward the main object.  The importance of this
objcct held his faculties in a state of determination which was
oo rigd to bo affected by lighter interests, and on which there.
fore the benuties of nature and of art had no power, He hud
no icisure fecling which he could spure to be diverted among the
tnnumerable varieties of the extensive scene which he traversed;
his subordinate feelings nearly lost their scparate existence and
operation, by falling into the grand one. "There have not been
wanting trivial minds, to mark this as a fault in his character.
But the mere men of taste ought to be silent respecung such a
man as Howard; he is above their sphere of judgment. The
invisible spirits, who fulfil their commission of philanthropy
among mortals, do not care about pictures, statues, and sumptu.
ous buildings ; and no wore did he, when the time in which he

mutst havo izspocted and admired them, would have been taken
from the work to ‘which he hod conseorated his life.  The ouri.
otity which he might fool, was reduced to wait till tho hour
should arrive, whon its gratification should be presonted by con-
sciencey (which kept a scrupulous chargo of his time,) as the
duty of thut hour. I he was still at evory hour, when it came,
fated to foel tho attractions of the fino arts but the second claim,
they might be suro of their rovenge; for no othor man will over
visit Rome under such a despotic acknowledged rule of duty, as
to refuse himeeli time for surveying the magnificence of its ruins.
Such & sin against taste is very far’ beyond the reach of com.
mon saintship to commit. It implied an inconcoivable severity
of conviction, that he had one thing to do, and that he who would
do somq great thing in this short life, must apply himself to the
work with-suchsa. cencentration of his forces, as, te jdio specta.
tors, who live only to amuse themselves, looks like insanity.

His attention was so strongly and tenaciously fixed on his ob.
ject, thut cven at the greatest distance, as tho ISgyptian pyra.
mids to travellers, it appeared to hun with lumnous distinct.
ness as if it had been mgh, and beguiled the tilsome fength of
labor and enterprise by which he was to reach it.  Se conspic.
nous was it before him, that not a step deviated from the direc.
tion, and every movement and overy day was an approximation.
Ad his method referred overy thing ho did and thougiit ta the
end, and as his exertion did not relax for a moment, he made
the trial, so scldom made, what is the atmost cffect which may
bo granted to the last possible cfforts of a human a_ at: and
therefore what he did not accomplish, ho might conclude to be
placed beyond tho sphere of mortal activity, and calmly leave to
the immediate disposal of Providence.

Unless the cternal happiness of mankind be an insignificant:
concern, and the passion to promote it an inglorious distinction,
1 may cite George Whitefield as a noble instance of this attri.
buto of the decisive character, this intense neccessity of action.
The graat cause which was so Janguid a thing in the haads of
many of its advoco‘es, assumed in his administrations an unmit.
igable urgency. .

Many of the christian missionarics among the heathens, such
as Brainerd, Elliot, and Schwartz, have displayed memorable
examples of this dedication of their whole being to their office,
this abjuration of ail the quicscent feelings.

This would be the proper plact for introducing (if I did not
hesitate to introduce in any connixion with merely hwnan in.
stances) the example of him who said, I must be about my
Father’s business. My meat and drink is to do the will of him

ethat sent me, and to finish his work. [ have a baptism to be
baptized with, and how am I straitened till it bo accomplished 1

BURLINGETON LADIRS ACABRT.

HE SUMMER SESSION,
consisting of FIFTEEN WEEKS, will commence on THURSDAY,
the ELEVENTH day of MAY, 1848.

The Prncipal and Precepiress are assisted by eight Ladics, eminently
qualified to impart instruction in their eeveral departments.

For full information, attention 18 invited to the Academy Circular, which
roay be obtained on application to the Principal.

The Academy Bulding s situated in o pleasant part of the city, and in all
its arrangements and furniture, has been fited up with special reference o
the health, comfort and convenienco of the pupils.

The Brincipalinvites Ladies and Geptlemen from abroad, at their con.

venience, to visit,the Institution.
D. C. VAN NORMAN, A. M,
Principal.

Hamilton, March'9, 1848.
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The Callmpe:m is Published on the 9th and 24th of cach
month, by Prter Ruruves, Jamces Street, Hamilton.

Terns—One Dollar a vear; in all cases payabio in advance.  Six copres
will be sent for Fire Dollars; or any one forwarding the names of five
subscnibers, with the money, frce of postage, will receive a copy gratis.

Although * Tur CaLnioPeax” is under the management of the Young
Ladies connected for the ime being with the Bushngton Ladies® Academy,
Contributions of a suitable character will be thankfally received from all
who takc an interest in the work,

g7 All Communications and Remittances must be nddréssed 10 thet

Editress of * Tns Carvtorean,” Burlington Ladies' Academy, Homsiltont. )

Canada West. . ¢
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