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PRESBYTDRIAL

-
Junce,

FIRST SEDERUNT,
Picrou Cuorcu,220 June, 1847,

Tre Synod of the Preshyterian Church of Nova Scotia
met, ufter a sermon by the Rev, Johs Kier, the moderator,
Trom 2 Cor, iv. 1, 2, “Therefore seeing we have this minis-
try, as we have received mercy, we fuint not: hut have re-
nounced the hidden things off dishonesty, not walkine in
eraftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by
naitestation of the truth, commendine ourselves to every
tan's conscience in the sight of God;?? and was constituted,

Were present—the Reve Messrs, Johu Kier, Robert
Blackwaood, Robert 8, Patterson, John 1. Baxter, James
Ross, Johu Camplell, and George Christie; with Messrs,
John Currie from the congregation of Tatamagonche,Janes
Patterson from the congregation of Picton, James Crow
from the congregation of Ouslow, Hugh McDonald from
the congregation of StMary’<;and James Hill from the con-
gregaiion of Keonony, Ruling Efders,

T'ha Preshytery of Prince Edwaed Island reported that
the Rev. Robert Douglas has been removed by death sinee
the lust meeting of Synod, and that his name has been taten
from the roll of Presbytery.
Synod roll.

T'he Preshytery of Truro reported that they have indue:-
ed the Rev. James Watson into the collegiate charve of the
conzregation of Keonomy, Five Islands and ":n\lu:'... sinee
the last meeting of Synod, and that his name has been added
to the roll of Preshytery.  His name was< ordered to be nd-
ded to the Svnad roll, and heine called; he was present,

T'he Preshytery of "I'vuro further vepored, that the Rev,
John Sprott has been loosed from the pastoral ebarge of the
congregation of Musagnodoboit, and that his name has heen
wken feom the roll of Preshytery,
from the Synod roll.

Proceeded to choose a naw Moderator,  The Rev.James
Warddell was unanimously chosen, and took the chair ne-
cordingly.

Agreed that a part of the evening sederunt he spont in
devotional exercises—the Moderator to commence, mi‘n-rilu-
ting the Svnod, and to be suceeeded in praver by (he Rev.
Messrs, Watson and Baxter, with the singnlng of psalms at
intervals,

Adjourned, to meet again in this place
o’clock, P. M.

Concluded with prayer,

SECOND

His name was taken from the

His name was alvo tiken

at half past seven

SEDERUNT,
i X Half past 7 o’clock. p. m.

The Synod met and was constituted by the Maderator,
who was suceeeded in prayer by the Rev. Messrs, Watson
and B with the singing nf'iwn!nw at intervy

Jaxter, b

Were present as at last sederunt, with the Rev, Messrs, J.
L. Murdoch, David Roy, John MeCurdy, William Me-
Culloch aud James Bayne; and Mr, Matthew McCurdy
from the congregation of ‘T'ruro, Ruling Elder,

Read the minutes of last sederunt,

T'he Rev, Messrs, Murdach, Patterson and MeCulloch,
and Messes Crow and MeDouoald, Ruling elders, were ap-
pointed a committee of Bills aud Overtures —Mi. Murdoch
to be convener,

The Rev, Messrs, Keir and McCurdy, and Mr. Matthew
MeCurdy. Ruling elder; were appointed o Committee to ¢x-
amine Preshytery minutes—Mr, Keir to be convener.,

The Rev. Messrs. Bayne and Watson, and Mr,
Currie, ruling elder, were appointed a committee 1o
the T'reasurer’s acconnt—Mr, Bayne to be convener.,
Read the minutes of last meeting of Synod,

On account of the decease of the Rev. Robert Douglas,

John
audit

CIUR

CHOI NOVASBSOCOTIA,
1817,

and the peculiar ¢ircumstances of the Rev, Robent Black-
woorl, two of the brethren appointed to deliver lectures da-
ring the present session, the standing order of the Synod,so
far as the time at which said leetures were to be delivered,
was set asidey and a commutee, consisting of the Rev,
Messrs, Roy and Christie, was appointed, to determine the
time at which the said lectures shall be delivered, aud  to
give publie notice thereof without any ununecessary delay,

Adjourned tomeet azain in this place to-morrow morning
at 9 o’clock.

Concluded with prayer.

THIRD SEDERUNT,
Wednesday, 23d June, 9 o’clock, a. m.

I'he Synod met and was constituted,

Were present, as at last sederunt, with the Rev, Messra.
James Smith, James Byers, ‘Thomas ‘'rotter, Angus Me-
Giiiveay, Peter G, MeGregor and John Cameron, and
Messra, John MeKay from the Lower Settlement of the
Fast River, and C. Blaikie, from the congregation of Stewi-
acke, Ruling elders,

Read the minutes of last sederunt,

On motion of the Rev. J. 1. Laxter, it was agreed, *‘that
the missionary business tor the wmformation of'the publie, be
tuken up on Friday evening, at bhalt past 7 o’clock.”

The Clerk luidd apon the table a commmunication from
thePoard of Missions of'the United Prexbyterian Clinreh of
Scotland. which was reads, On motion of the Rev, T'homas
Trotter, it was agreed to record upon the minutes, an ex-
pression of the very great pleasure with which the Synod
have heavd the <aid commmmication, and toappoint the Rev,
Mr. MeKinla;  and the clerky aconnittee to prepare and
forwird a respeettul reply thereunto,

T he Convener of the Conmitiee on Union assigned rea-
gons on aecount of which the said con'mitiee have not heen
called together.  Wherevpon, the foflowing motion was
unanimously adepted, viz:

“Ihat the Synod, having heard the statement of the com-
mittee on Union, and finding that for the last two years, no
similar committee has been appointed by the Synod of No-
v Searin’ adhering to the Westminster standards, do not
Judge it necessary to reappoint their committee; but appoint
a committee to draw up a statenient of the negotiations
which have been earned on with the different Preshyterian
hodies in this Province, rexpeeting a unionyand report to the
Synod at its next meeting, 'I'he Rev. Messrs, ‘I'rotter
Campb21l and Roy were appointed a committee to earry the
preceding resolution into effect—Mr. T'rotter to be convener,

T'he Rev. Messrs, Murdochand Ross were appointed a com-
mittee to correspond withthe Reformed Preshyterian Church
in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick respeeting a union.

T'ne Rev, Messrs, MeGregor, Murdoch and Watson,and
Mr. John Currie, Ruling Elder, were appointed a connnit-
tee to revise and amend the Schedule of Statisticnl ques~
tions, and to report thereupon to the Synod as soon as pos-
sible during the present session,

Adjonrned to meet agnin in this place, at 3 o’clock, p. m,

Conctuded with prayer,

S
FOURTH SEDERUNT,
8 o’clock, p. m.

The Synod met and was constituted,

W ere present as at last sederant, with the Rev, Andrew
P. Miller, and Messrs, Samuel Cameron from the Upper
Settlement of the East River, and William Copeland from
tiie congregation of Merigomishe, Ruling elders,

Eead the minutes of last sederunt,

Agreed that it be the order of the day for te-morrow, at
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the commenecement of the afternoon sederunt, to receive the
Reports of the Synod’s Missionary Boards,

Moved by the Rev, ‘Thomas ‘I'rotter, ¢ That whereas the
proposal for Preshyterial visitation was taken up, and in
great weasure disposed of by the Synod, in the absence of
the committee by whom it was introduced, and without
ving heard the viewsof the committee, the S_\Inul do agree
to reconsider the matter, with a view to improve the measure,

Moved in amendment, by the Rev. John E. Murdoch,
“I'hat a conunittee be appomted to revise and improve the
questions put at Preshyternal visitations;” and a question
being stated, “For or against” the amendment, and the r
being ealled, and votes marked, the amendment was earried
The Rev. Messes. ‘'rotter, Campbell and A, P Miller were
appointed a committee for that purpose, and enjoined to re-
port at next meeting of Synod—N>My, ‘T'rotter to be convener,

It was moved “that the Syuod do now adjourn, te meet
again in this place to-merrow norning at 9 ¢’clock,in order
1o afford to Presbyteries and committees an opportunity to
meet and prepare business,”

It was moved in amendment, ¢ that the Synod do now
adjourn, to meet again in the Mason Hall to-morrow morn-
g at 9 o’clock.”

A question was then stated, “Prefer the motion or amend-
ment?” and the roll being ealled and votes marked, the mo-
tion was carried and the Synod adjourned accordingly.

Concluded with prayer.

—
FIFTH SEDERUNT.
Thursday, 24tk June, 9 o’clock, a. m.

The Synod met anid was constituted.

Were present as at lust sederunt,

Read the minutes of last sedernnt,

Proceeded ro receive from numbers who were absent from
the first and some subsequent sederunts of this session of
Synod, reazons for thew want of punetuality,

The Clerk was enjoined to report to the Synod at each
meeting, the names of absentees without leave, at the close
of the preceding sessiony aid also to bring up at the first
sederunt at which they shall be present, the numes of those
who are absent at the onening of the Synod.

Agreed that a standing committee of Bills and Overtures
be now appointed for the purpose of carrying out more efli-
ciently the business assigned to them, by having a docket
prepared to lay before the Synod atits first sederunt; and to
enjoin all persons huving hasiness to bring before the Synod,
to forward the necessary piepers to the elerk of said eom-
mittee at least ten days before the meeting of Synod. ‘T'he
Rev. Messrs, MeKinlay, Roy and Ross were appomnted a
committee ior that purpose—Mr, MeKinlay to be convener,

I'he committee appointed to muke arrangements respect-
ing the ‘Theologienl Hall, stated that considering themselves
restricted exclusively to the department of Bibhieal Litera-
tare, they are only prepaved to report ug hat departinent,

nd requested that they might be allowed until next meet-
ing of Syrod to report upon the management of the other
tranches of ‘Theological study, and that the Rev. John Keir
added to the committee.  ‘Fheir request was granted,
he committee then submitted their veport. ‘I'he diligence
o the commit.ee was approved, and the Report ovdered to
be printed in the Appendix tothe Synod minutes; and mem-
bers of Synod were enjuined carefully to examine the same,
and come up to the next mecting of Synad |nrcp:|_r4-d to
iture a plan for the future management of the Divinity
]

(

‘ced to leave the time and place of meeting of the
n the meantime, to the judgment and discretion of
the Professors,

Mr. James Crow,Ruling elder, obtained leave of absence
turing the re rninder of this session of Synod.

T'he Rev. Johu Campbell also obtained leave of absence
for o time,

Adjourned to meet again in this place an hoar and a half
honece,

Concluded with prayer.

SIXTH SE/'ERUNT,
Half past two o'clock, p. m.
‘The Synod met and was constituted.
Were present as at last cederunt, with the Rev. Messrs.
Janes Allen and Jobn McKinlay.

R he minntes of Lust sederunt,

The L jron Doard of Foreign Missions was re-
ceive | ul the diligence of the Board approved,

On maotion 1 Iev, Messrs, MeCulloch, Watson and
Metregor, und Mr, Matthew MeCurdy, raling elder, were
appointed o committee to matare a plan by which the recu-
Far aidhirs of cregations may be more eificiently conduct-
edy and to submit the same to the Synod as soon as practi-

X
ol 2.

e ational Board ot the Preshyterian Church of
Nova Seotia submitted their aunual KReport, wuich was

read, id ordered to lie upon the table,

Travsmived through the eommittee of Bills and Over--
tures, and read, a reference from  the Presbytery of
Picton, respecting an extract from the minutes of the ses-
stoh ot Johu Church, Miramichi, which had been laid
id Presbytery. The extract was read, ‘T'he Rev.
Johu MeCurdy was heard in explanation thereof, ‘I'le
Rev. Mossres, Keir and Ross were appointed to assist the
tev, Mr. MeCurdy at the dispensation of the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper at Miramichi, on the third Sabbath of
July next.

Adjourned to meec again in this place immediately after
the lccture.

Concluded with prayer.

before sa

SEVENTH SEDERUNT,
9 o’clock, p. m.

The Synod met, after alecture by the Rev. Robert S.
Patterson, **On the study of moral science,” and was con-
stituted,

Were present as at last sederunt, except the Rev. James
Smith, who was absent.

Rewd the minutes of last gederunt,

Received the report of the committee of correspon-
dence with the United Secession Chureh of Seotland,
The diligenee of the committee was approved, and the Rev
Messrs, Trotter and Camphell were appointed a committee
of correspondence for the ensuing year—DNMe, T'rotter to he
convener,

T'he Rev.Robert Blackwood requested leave of nbsence af-
ter to-morrow evening,  After reasoning, leave was granted,

Adjourned to meet again in this place to-morrow moerning
at 9 o’clock.

Concluded with prayer.

EIGHTH SEDIRUNT,
Friday, 25*h June, 9 o’clock, a. m.

The Synod met and was constituted,

Were presen’ as at Lt sederunt,

Read the minutes of last sedernnt.

"T'he Rev. James Ross requested to be relicved from tue
duties of the Clerkship to this Synod, that he might be able
to devote a greater amount of time to the labours of the
Professorship of Biblicul Literature. His request wus
;gr;.nh-d.

I'he Synod ordered an expression of their grateful ac-
knowledgement to the Rev, James Ross for his faithful and
diligent services as Clerk to this Court, to be mserted upon
their record.

T'he Rev. Peter G. MacGregor was unanimously chosen
Synod Clerk,

I'he Report of the Board of Domestic Missions was re-
ceived and adopted with modifications, and the diligence of
the Board approved,

T'he Rev. John L. Murdoch, pursuant to notice given,
direeted the attention of the Synod to the Rules of the Do-
mestic Missionary Society with the view of adopting mea-
sures to carry into effect the objects contemplated hy the
constitution of that Society, particularly in reference to
bringing forward young men of approved talents and piety,
for the work of the holy ministry.

Adjourned to meet again in this place an hour and a half
hence.

Concluded with prayer.

NINTH SEDERUNT.

8 o'clock, p. m.
‘T'he Synod met and was constituted,
Were present as at last sederunt.
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Read the winutes of last sederunt,

T'he committee appointed to Aadit the late Tresurer’s
accounts, reported that they have examined said accounts,
and find that they have been aceurately kept, and that there
is in fund the sum of £21 25 104d,

‘T'he Synod agreed to msert upon their minutes an ex-
pression of their grateful sense of their obligations to the
late Treasurer, Mr. Johu Patterson, of’ Pictou, for his va-
luable and gratuitons services, and for the aceuracy and in-
tegrity with which he unitorimly discharged the duties of his

oilice.

Mr. James W. Dawson was nppointed ‘T'reasurer to this
Synod, and the Clerk was authorized to certify to the I'rea-
surer the Bills which the Synoa have agreed to pay.

The brethren appointed at last meeting of Synod to visit
the congregation of Keswick Ridge, N, B., gave in a report
of their mission, and a statement of their expenses,

Ordered, "Y'hat these expenses be paid out of the Synod

funds.

"he committee appointed to prepare a plan for the more
efficient management of the secular affairs of congregations,
gave in their report, which was received, and their dili-
gence approved. I'he report was sent down to the several
Presbyteries with injunctions to report thereupon to the

Synod at its next meeting.

“Phe Clerk was instructed to insert the said report in the
Appendix to the Synod minutes.

T'he committee appointed to examine Presbytery mi-
nutes, reported that they have attended to that duty, and
find the business of the several Presbyteries orderly con-
duected, and the minutes regularly kept,
divected the attention of the Synod to the following points,
viz.: that in the minutes of the Picton and Prince Edward
Island Preshyteries there is no marginal index, and in the
minutes of the Prince Edward Island Presbytery there is
nothing to mark the introduction of new business,

Adjourned w meet again in this place on Tuesday morn-

ing at 9 o’clock.
Concluded with prayer.

TENTH

T'uesday, 29th June, Y o’clock, a. m.

T'he Synod met and was con: tituted.

Were present, the Rev, Messrs, John Keir, John Mac-
Kinlay, Angus MacGilivray, Robert S, Patterson, John L.
Murdoch, David Roy, John MeCurdy, James Ross, Wil-
liam MacCulloch, James Bayie, James Waddell, James
Byers, Jemes Allan, James Watson, Peter G, MacGregor,
and George Christie; and Messrs. John Adamson, Robert
0. Christie, James Hill and James Patterson, ruling El-

ders,

Read the minutes of last sederunt.
"I'he Presbyteries of Pictou and Prince Edward Island
were enjoined to insert a marginal index in their minute

“l’(lk-

The Rev. James Ross assigned reasons on account of
which the address upon Baptisin which he was ordered to
publish had been so long delayed, and informed the Synod
that it is now ready for distribution,

"I'he thanks of the Synod were given to Mr. Ross for the
labour which he has bestowed upon the preparation of the

said Address.

Adjourned to meet again in this place an hour hence.

Concluded with prayer.

ELEVENTH SEDERUNT.
12 o’clock, noon,

T'he Synod met and was constituted.

Were present as at last sederunt, with the Rev. Messrs.
Thomas 'I'rotter, John 1. Baxter, John Campbell, and
John Cameron; and Mr. John MacKay, Ruling Elder.

Read the minutes of last sederunt.

Resumed the consideration of the report of the Educa-
tional Board of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia.—
The report was adopted and the diligence and prudence of
the Board highly approved.

Read also a draft of Bye-laws prepared by the Board in
terms of the Act of Incorporation.

Proceeded to consider the said Bye-laws, seriatim.

Adjourned to meet again in this place an hour and a half
hence. Concinded with prayer.

"T'hey, however,

MINUTES OF SYNOD.

TWELFTH SEDERUNT,
Half past 8 o’clock, p. m.

T'he Synod met and was constituted.

Were present as at last sederunt.

Read the minutes of last sederunt,

I'he Moderator informed the Synod that several members
of the Board of T'rustees of the Pictou Academy, had wait-
ed on him, and desired him to convey to the Synod the re-
spectful request of the said Board that this Court, by depu-
tation, or otherwise, would visit that Institution, and having
examined the way in which its affuirs are conducted, sug-
gest such improvements therein as may occur to them; and
also, that in consequence of the sickness of the Secretary of
said Board, it was impossible to send a written official re-
quest. ‘I'he Synod agreed to adjourn
o’clock, a. m., to afford members an opportunity o1 visiting
the Pictou Academy; and the Moderator wae directed to in-
form the T'rustees of this arrangement,

Resumed the consideration of the draft of Bye-laws sub-
mitted by the Educatioual Board.
with some alterations, and remitted to the Board for revi-
sion and correction, and ordered to be printed in the Ap-
pendix to the Synod minutes; and the members of this
Court were enjoined earefully to consider the said draft and
to come up to the next meeting of Synod fully prepared to
mature the same, and in the meantime the Synod convert
the saill draft iuto a code of Interim-laws for the guidanc,

of said Buard.

The Ruv. Peter G. MacGregor laid upon the table of the
Synod the resignation of his seat at the Educational Board
of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia,
tion was accepted, ‘T'he Rev.,
River was appointed a member of the said Board in lieu of
the Rev, Peter G, MacGregor, resigned.

Resumed the consideration of that part of the constitution
of the Domestic Missionary Society which refers to the en-
cournging of young men of upproved talents and piety to
come forward and prosecute their studies with a view to the

Holy Ministry.

Reappointed the Domestic Missionary Board with the
addition of the Rev. Messrs. Murdoch and Cameron, Mr.
Murdoch to be convener, with directions to bring the sub-
jeet of the education of young men for the office of the Ho-
ly Ministry prominently before the Church without any un-
necessary delay, and to solicit contributions for that object;
and slso to devise a definite plan of action for the future to
be submitted to the Synod at its next meeting.

Adjourned to meet again in this place an hour henee.

Concluded with prayer.

THIRTEENTH SEDERUNT.
8 o’clock,p. m.

The Synod met and was constituted.

Were present as at last sederunt.

Read the minutes of last sederunt.

Reappointed the Board of Foreign Missions the Rev.
John . Baxter to he convener,

The Rev. Messrs. MaeCurdy, and Campbell, were ap-
po'!med to lecture before the Synod at its nextmeeting.

The Synod authorized the committee of Correspoudeuce
to guarantee the payment of the outward passage of any
Preachers or Ministers that may be sent from the United
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and constant employment

after their arrival.

Adjoyrned to meet again in this place to-merrow morning

at 9 o’clock.
Concluded with prayer.

FOURTEENTH SEDERUNT.
Wednesday, 29th June, 9 o’clock, a. m.

The Synod met and was constituted.

Were present as at Iast sederunt,

Read the minutes of last sederunt.

'The Rev. Mr. Watson obtained leave of absence during ™7 Ross
the remaininder of this Session.

‘I'he Rev. James Ross obtained leave to retire from the Miss. Lo

Board of Foreign Missiens.

‘I'he committee appointed to manage the Widows’ Fund
submitted their report. ‘T'he prudence and diligence of’ the
committee was npproved, and the same brethren were con-
tinued a committee, witi their former powers and instrues

to-morrow at 11

The draft was adopted
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tions to earry out the ohjects of their original appointment,
Mr. MacKinlay to he convener.

Received and read the report of the commitree on Statis-
tical Quesiions,  The diligence of the committee was ap-
proved, and the report adopted with modifications and or-
dered to he printed in the Appendix to the Synod minutes,

Mransiitted through the committee of Bills and Over-

tures, and read a memorial from the Elders and some of

the members of the Congregation of Poplac Grove Church,
Halifax, praying the Synod, in its associated capacity, to
give an expression of their approbation of the Total Absti-
nence principle,

Adjourned to meet again in this place at 2 o’clock p. m.

Concluded with prayer.

FOURTEENTH SEDERUNT,
2 o'clock, p. m.

The Synod met and was constituted,

Were present as at last sederunt, exeept the Rev, An-
gus MacGillivray, who was absent,

Read the minuates of last sedernnt,

Resumed the consideration of the mewmorial from the
Congegation of Poplar Grove Chuarch, Halifax. It was
moved, “that the Rev. Messrs, Keir and Patterson be ap-
pointed a committee to prepare an address on the subject of
the memorial, and submit it to the Synod at its next meet-
ing.” It was moved in amendment, “that the Rev. Messrs.
Keir and Patterson be appointed to prepare an address on
Temperance, to be submitted at next meeting of Synod, and
that Sessions be recommended to direct the attention of ap-
plicants for admission to the communion of theChurch,to the
duty of discountenancing the use of intoxicating liquors.”
After reasoning, a question was stated ¢ Prefer the motion
or the amendment,” and the Roll being ealled and votes
marked, the motion was earried, and the Rev, Messrs
eirand Patterson were appointed a committee accordingly
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TO THE MINI[STERS AND OF| 1€F BEARERS OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN cuunRcen O NOVA-2COTIA,

Esteemep Brerures,

 Accept our cordial thanks for the kind fraternal man-
ner in which you weleomed onr deputies that visited you
during the summer of 1846, and for the deep interest, which
in the resolutions and addresses which you delivered to
them, you expressed for our Church., We reciprocate very
sincerely, the sentiments of esteem, affection and desire for
your prosperity, which those addresses and resolutions
breathe; and we desire earnestly that the cords of brothes ly
intercourse betwezen us may be drawn still more close. We
regard your Church as an offshoot of our own—ns a part of
ourselves—the same in doctrine. worship, discipline and
covernment—seeking the same ends and following out your
designs in exactly the same way., Love should unite all the
diseiples of Christ, and they should in their militant state,
interchange many kind offices; and this should particularly
L the case with those who, like you and us, are identical
in our denominational views, There is nothing in our faith
or practise, that can for a moment disturh our affectidn, or
interrapt the harmony of our communion.  Were it not for
the wide sea thot rolls between us, you would sit with us in
the same courts, minister in the same pulpits, walk in the
sane pathy and sit at the same communion table.

Considering these things, it is to us matter of' recret that,
during these years past, the intercourse between us has
i:een so slender.  The afitirs of Nova Seotia were but little
known to the great majority of our ministers and congrega-
tions, and the reciprocal affection that sabsisted between
vour {athers and onrs was not descending with warmth to
the childven.  But the visit of the Deputation, and the
means of communication that have recently been opened
with you, have happily changed this state of things. Your
situation has been disclosed to us—inforrtion respecting

AITIERYL

TR
a

The Bev, My, K requested to deaw up and pub-
lish an address to the ruling Plders in conneetion with the
Presbyterinn Chureh ot Nova Scotia.

The Rev. Jobn Sprott was appointed to preael at the
Test River on the third and fourth Sabbaths of July, and
it was agreed that he should be paid ont of the Synod funds,

The usnal salaries were ordered to he paid to the Profes-
sors of Divinity and to the Clerk,  ‘The Printers’ Bill was
alzo submitted and ordered to he pd,  Agreed wlso 1o give
one pound to the door-Keeper for his serviees, and to de

was i1

1y

the expenses ol lighting the house during this Session of

Synod,

The Rev. James Ross intimated to the Sviod 1 .t
he intended, if he tound it practicable, to visit some of the
Theologieal Seminaries in the United States for the pur-
pose of observing the manner in which these Institut:ons are
conducted, and of otherwise promoting the efliciency of the
course of Theological study to be prosecuted in this Chureh,
Bis design was highly approved by the Synod, and it was
agreed, iu the event of his finding it practicable to carry
it inte eflect, to pay his next years’ sulary as Pro-
fessor of Biblieal Literasure in advance, and it the amount
in the hands of the 'T'reasurer should be found insuflicient
to meet this demand, he was authorized to draw upon the
funds of the Edueational Board to that amonnt.

The next meeting of Synod waz appointed to be held in
Halifax on the last Tuesday of June, 1848, at 7 o’clock,
p. m.

Read the minutes of the present sederunt.

Called the Roll: only the Rev. Aungus TacGilivray was
absent without leave,

Concluded with praise, prayer, and the apostolic benedic-
tion.

PETER i, MACGREGOR, Syd Clk.,

Pietou, June 20th, 1317,

K
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your past and present condution has been widely difused
through our Charchy and your names, lnhours nnd pros-
pects, are becoming familiar both to our ministers and peo~
ple. Interest in your welfare has thus been re-awakened,
and your warmly expressed afiection for us, as the Church
of your futhers, has called forth similar feelings on ourpart,
I'his better state of matters, will, we trust, be stitl further
improved by the interesting and admirable book on ¢ Mis-
sions to Nova Scotia,” which one of our deputies, the Rev,
Jumes Robertson, has just published, descriptive, not inere-
Iy of your present circumstances, but of the lubours of the
Smiths, the Coxes, the Grahams, the McGresors, and the
McCullochs—those men of deep piety, strong faith, burn-
ing zeal, aud high talent and attainment, who founded in the
wilderness, your now promising and apparently vigorous
Church.  ‘These ure aames of ‘whom any portion of the
christian church may be proud,—men whose exertions in
the cause of education and religion,—whose labours for the
advancement of'the divine glory, and the salvation of sin-
ners, entitle them to a place among the worthies of the
Chureh, and the benefactors of the human family. I'hose
on whom their mantle has fallen, would need large grace to
enable them to tread in their fuotsteps,

We rejoice that you have taken the position of a Mission-
ary Church, and have, even while deficient in the requisite
number of ministers at home, sent forth two hrethren to the
heathen world, to prociaim the unsearchable riches of
Christ.  'T'his is a fize example of open-hearted henevo-
lence;—it evinces strong faith in the promise, ¢ the Lord
will provide.”  Your deep poverty with regard to lubour-
ers, has thus abounded to the riches of your liberality in
respect to others; and there cannot be a doubt but that he
who, for the perpetual honor of the Macedonian believers,
caused his servant to write these words, * to their power,
yea, ard beyond their power, they were willing of them-
selves,”" will soon give you an all-sufficiency in all thinge,
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APENDIX.

aud make vou ready for every good work.,  The missionary
euterprise is atonce the duty, the privilege, and the strength
of the Church. it is that line of conduct to which the part- : | ) ;
ing charge of our blessed Lord, calls us, and with the fol- had the effect of rendering them more reluctant to leave
lowing of which, his hlessing is .-u-.m-l;n_(.-d._ It is the appro- llwn’_ flock, to which, lh(m'.'l_l small, they are warmly and
printe developement of the h!‘ll\l‘ll|_\” prfnmplcs and  graces 4I3|[|tu|l:\' nll!:\"hml. In addinon to these thn_)'_:s, ,‘I"", dine of
ot his people; while the earrying out ot its operations is the Nova Scotia was, as | have already stated, till within these
imeans  of invigorating in them every ll)'\p;: I!ml 3 Spirit- few mmg!h:, but little klnnvr[ in our church.
naly living and boly. It hrings divine truth in its sweetest (ices existed with regard to it.
torm hetore mind, it fills the heart with l.hn_ claims and
excellencies of Christy it stivs up delightful feelings, and it

Ehl]
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in our church, has for some time been unusually large; and
and perhaps the efforts that we have been making to raise
the stipends of our ministers in country places, may have

Many preju-
It was looked upon as a
country of woods, dangers and privations, a region of snow
and ice, where human beiv.gs could s arcely exist.  Our
turms habits which  bind the soul more firmly to the lln'mxc- ability to help you, will, h()\\'_m'('r, we trust, soon he great-
awd the service of God, It expands the energies alike of er,  The growing demand will, ere lor @, raise up an ade-
the individual ehristian and of the Church, prepares them quate supply of preachers—our vacancies will soon be filled
tor receiving more grace, and makes all who prosecute it up—the recent union may l’!""c more agents at our disposal
wore like him who, in the exercise of lis own spontaneous . —and the plea.ing information that has been spread regard-
love, came to seek and to save the lost; and w hu,v\\ hilst in ipg Nova Sf'lllllil, will do its work, and secure in all likeli-
our miserable world, went about contnually doing good. hood, the \\'lllmg consent of some to come forth and labour
Oh, itis « ground of deep lamentation, that evangelical among you, We shall do w h“[. we can, by keeping the sub-
Churches have, generally speaking, been so long in disco- Ject hefore our ('hl.ll'(fh, and availing ourselves oi'every op-
vering where their true strength lies, and in finding out the portunity to urge it |!|,‘,,,'||,(, consideration of those that are
manner in which they shall most successfully be enlarged Jikely, and in our estimation, fitted to go forth to your assis-
and prospered.  Our experience during these few years, of tance,  In the meanwhile, dear brethren, were it not deem-
the beneficial operations of the missionary priuciple, induces ¢( improper in us, we would drop a word to your vacant
us to say, “at is the work of the Lord, and 'I)lcsst:d are lh(fy congregations, We \ynnlll say to them, ¢ christian friends,
who take an interest in it.” ‘Though far from having, in exercise faith and patience, wait on the Lord, be united
this noble cause, done what we miuht_, yet our Church is ymong ).(,“,-,,.l‘,,.,.] and in qluc.sc'nsml your eyes shall |nehold
raking progress in the work of missions. And what are your teachers.  Your church is in an interesting position.
the re<ults? It has soothed and stilled the voice of strife— You have dutifully and properly sent a inission to the hea-
it has thrown the covering of prayer and of love over our then, 'T'hisis the true w ay to obtain the blessing of the
church courts—it has vivified many of' our congregations, Lord; but as it has so far diminished the numbe
and called forth the personal exertions of our people—it has Jubourers at home, you will, should you on this
miade us more attentive to the claims of the (lgsmute and low a spirit Qf‘(lim'ulllvllt and division to nas
the perishing =t home—it has paid vast sums of our congre- your share o’ the blessings whic
wational debt —raised, in not a tfew cases, the stipends of our gecure,
and renderad our members in various respects
—unid it has caused us to be knowa in the land,
e who are seeking to make their light shine around
it has removed the acrimony of party, II!lUI'uls_ZHI
r2, brought two lurge sections of the Chuieh into
riven us the privilege ol rejoicing in being mem-
United Presbyterian Church.  Such s our ex-
periciee, or rather we should say, such is the kinduess of
God to us, now that we are tr

rs of your
account al-
ail you, lose
h this mission is certain to
It is generally the manner of our God, at the com-
mencement of any great work on the part of his people, to
try their faith and patience, that they may he brought to de-
pend upon him alone.  ‘T'hough Panl went to Greece by a
heavenly invitation, yet he lahoured there long apparently
without success; yea, dangers thickened around him, which
appalled even his undaunted heart,2and made necessary the
divine encouragement, Be not afraid, but speak and "hold
! not thy peace; I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee
a to go in the straight way, to hurt thee; for | have much people in this city.” Let the
notwithstand nr many imperfections and shortcomings;  word »f God animate and sustain you “ when the poor and
and we are persuaded that if we shall more zeulnluﬂy atd needy seek water and there is none, and themr tongue fail-
entively devote ourselves to the Lord’s work, a still larger eth for thirst, | the Lord will hear them, I the God of Ja-
measure of grace will descend upon us. We invite you then, cob will not forsake them, T will spen rivers in high places,
beloved brethren, to co-operate with us i seeking more and fouatains in the midst of the valley.” And now, beloy-
grace, and in labouring more energetically, to spread the ed brethren, farewell, Mry the God of all grace abun-
Gospel in the world, and to subject the heathen to the law dantly bless you, your congregations, your sessions, your
of Christ. ) preshyteries, and your Synod. May the Lord your Re-
We desire to express our deep sym;):nhy_ with you mlytl deemer walk in the midst of your churches, Iu;lding the
your congregations, in your present want of preachers. We teachers in his right hand, and covering the people with the
have received, and read, with sincere interest, tl'w; earnest bright shining of his glory. May the Lord the Spirit multi-
appenls which you have made to us for aid. These we ply you and you shall not be few; glorify you and you shall
have sent abroad over the church, and recommended them not be small.” And may a three one God, our futher’s God
warmly to the attention of ministers and preachers. lt. make you the honoured instruments of spreading his name
mmhl'vvry much delight us, were a I'Ollsulu!':ll)h.‘ |:|.un|)crol more widely mn the province where you dweil, and through-
pious, able,"and devoted men to offer their services; we out the world, and of preparing thousands and tens of thou-
would send them forth with great joy. Indeed itistous a sands for the mansions of celestial rest,
matter of real pain, that your fervent entreaties are hither-  Signed in the name of the Board of Missions of the United
to without an answer; but we indulge the hope that ths Presbyterian Church, by
will not long be the ease. Owing to various causes our roll

; J. 8. Youna, Chairman.
of preachers has been mach reduced, and the number of k Axprew SomerviLLE, Secretary,
deaths among our ministers, and consequently of vacancies Edinburgh, June 24, 1847,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION OF

der the attentiou of Synod the subjoined particulars, they
CHURCHES.

do not consider these as applicable to all, nor when apphi-

"The committee entrusted with the duty of reporting on cable, l,h‘ul they eh‘uuld be c.ntur('c(.], but recommended—
the organization of Churches, beg leave to submit as fol-  1st—That the Congregation be incorporated.
lows:—

20d—That an eflicient Board of Managers be appointed.
That your committee have taken into their consideration,

. . Srd—-‘l‘hnt there be a Collector, or Sectional Collectors,
¢ inatters submitted to their care, and while bringing un- and a Treasurer.

th




“
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Ath—Regular (quarterly) meetings of the Managers.

5th—Report of Managers half yearly to theCongregation,
6th—A yearly report of the Managers o the Presbytery.
7th—W here a Congregation is Sectional, Sectional Com-

APENDIX.

9th—An eflicient Eldership.
10th—Employing means to enlist the encraies of the
young men in furthering the secular arrangements ot the
Congregations.
W. M«CULLOCH, Convrner

Vitteo o and Collectors; but a combined re- . .
mittees of Management & ¢ 3 Pictou, June 26th, 1847,

port.

3th—Mode of Collection; subscription, or assessment.

SCHEDULL

0f the Statistical Information to be furnished to the Synod of the Presbyterian Chureh of Nova Scotics

By the several Sessions of the Congregations urder their Inspection.

1. What is the local extent of your Congregation? Ist. yr.
. What is the population witkin these bounds?
. Wh;t pro;;orliou of these belongs to the Presbyterian Church of Nova
Scolia? '

2ad yr.[3ed yr.|  Total.

|

. W' 5t is the number of Communicants? |

2
3
g. What is the number, of families in your Congregation?
€

at is the number of accessions to the Communion Roll during the past
three years?

7. What number of Communicants have been removed by death, or other-
wise, during the past three years?

8. What is the number of Elders?

9. What is the number of Churches, and amount of your Church accom-
modation?

10. What is the average attendance?

11. How ofien is the Lord’s Supper dispenscd during the course of the year?

12. How many families observe the duty of family worship? ' w

13. What 1s the number oi Day Schools? ’ I

14, What is the number of Sabbath Schools in the Congregation; the num-

» ber of Teachers, and the number of Pupils in attendance?

15. How many Prayer Meetings are upheld in the Congregation; and what
is the average attendance?

16. How many Bible Classes, and by what number are they attended?

17. What is the amount of Salary recvived by the Minister:

I8, What is the amount raised for religious and benevolent purposes for
the last three years?

Church Building?

Missions?
Benevolent?
Miscellaneous?

l

THE COMMITTEE WOULD RECOMMEND,

1st—That the Clerks of Presbyteries be enjoined to use their utmost diligence to collect and bring up (o the
“Synod the Statistical Returns from all the Congregations under the charge of said Presbyteries.

20d—The adoption ot a uniform set of Congregational Blank Books, such as Communicant’s Roll Book, Re-
.gister of Baptisms and Deaths, Ministers’ and Elders’ Visiting Books; and that measures be taken to obtain a

supply of them.

PETER G. McGREGOR, Convener.

— |

Report on the Management of the Theological Hall.

Your committee being deeply impressed with a sense of  Biblical Literature as it is now taught in the more re-
the vast importance of a proper course of 'I'heological in- spectable Theological Seminaries includes a considerable
atriction to the usefulness and respectability of the Minis- number and variety of particulars, chicfly connected with

ters of religi

plan for it ds mig

your appro

on, and at the same time of preparing such a one another by their respective tendencies to illustrate the
ht eithet satisfy their own minds or merit Scriptures, but in other respects so different as to form se-
bation and acceptance, have given the fullest at- parate and independent branches, and they should be divided-

tention to the subject, and beg leave to report as follows:— into separate branches accordingly.
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, ber of strong positions contained in it—abounded in valaa-

,unvlll‘illi.l' attention should be paid to the ('lt‘};l!'rllni'\‘ branch, ble minerals and other elements of natural wealth,  And as
which consists chiefly in the reading ahd translating with all these particulars, tozether with many others, resp:
tluency and correctness the Hebrew, Chaldee, and Greek the different nations of the earth with whom the s hn
tanguages, in each of which, parts of the Scriptures were some correspondence, are repeatedly referied
originally written, and are siill extant.  Your commiitee do Scriptures, siudents of Divinity shoulu be made acquainted
not determine whether it would be better to read the He- with them.

mer be preferred, your students should be instructed to re

hrew with o without the vowel points, but should the for-

IV. Next in order is the historical branch, which com-
pretiends the civil, political, and religicus history, more ex-

-4 vurd them only asa guide to the pronunciation, and not even pecially of the Jews, but also of the nations with whom

u that respect, to be too closely followed, as it would cer

- they bad intercourse. In the Scriptures only we have u

ainly mislead them in a number of instances in regard to true account of the origin, primary condition, early history

the meaning,

and g,ewgruphi«‘.ul distribution of the humanrace; of the rise

) I1. ‘I'he eritical department is of no less importance. It and progress of society and civilization, of agriculture and
includes the general priuciples of’ Biblical translation—the the arts, of manufactures and commerce; and in treating of
proper mode of applying them—the geaius and peculiar these matters their mutual relations and influence on “one
structure of the Helirew—its figurative expression—the dif- another should be poiutml out. 'I'hey should be all repard-
ference subsisting hetween its vrose and poetry—its prin- el as parts of a whole, and bearing less or more directly on
ciples of versification,and the different kinds of verse occur- theic common origin and “hmmon end.

*ving n it, and the composition to which they are respec-

V. T'here is also the scientific branch of the subject,

tively appropriated—the different styles of diflerent ‘wri- which includes mineralogy, geology, hydrography, meteo-

peculiarities of the Greek of the New Testament, and
whence they have been derived.

[II. "T'he geographical department.—Palestine oceupied
a central position wmong the natiors of antiquity, and was
in general » ell adapted to the purposes for which it was
given to the Israclites. It communicated readily with Fu-
rope on the west by the Mediterradean, and with the east
by the Red Ser nd lay between Egypt on the south, and
Assyria on the north; the two greatest empires of ancient
times. It was capable o' supporting a dense population—r-
was easily defended against superior forces fram the num-

) I. The officers of the Board shall consist of a President,
Vice President, Secrgtary, and ‘L'reasurer, who shall be ap-
pointed annually, i [

Il. ‘T'h> Board’shdll meet annually, at least one week be-
fore the meeting of’ Synod, for the purposc of preparing the
Report, auditing the Accounts, and transacting any other
husiness of the Board.

1L, Tk Board shall also meet annually, on the first
W ednesday of the meeting of Synod, and at the place where
the Meeting of Synad for the year is held, at 6 o'clock P,
M., for the purpose of maturing the Report, and electing
officers for the ensuing year.

IV Ordinary meetings of the Board may be held by ad-
Jjournment from time to time, at the discretion of'the Board.
At the request of any two merbers of the Board, the Presi-
dent hall order the Secretary te call aspecial meeting; and
in the eventof any emergency which may require immediate
attention, any three members of the Bourd, who meet by
order of the President, shall be competent to attend to it.

V. All meetings of the Board, except in cases of
emergency provided for in 4th Bye Law, shall he notified
three weeks in one Pictou and one Haulifax paper.

ters—the changes which the language appears to have un- rology, astronomy, pivsical geography, and the different
dergone from the times of Moses to those of Malachi, to-
sether with the causes in which they have originated—the

parts of natura! histery.

V1. 'There is the miscellaneous department, under which
we may place the authenticity, dates, and writers of the sa-,
cred Books; their diflerence in respect to style and man-
ner; the classes to which they respectively belong, and
manner in which they have been divided ; the principle
rranslations that have been made of them, and the compa-
rative merits of these translations;—oriental customs.&e.

With respect to the mode of teaching, your committee
vould recommend the reading or delivery of’ Lretures on
the different branches, frequent examinations on the subject
of these Lectures, and written exervises from time to time
on such subjects as your professor may o sign

BYL LAWS FOR THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF “
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NOVASCOTIY,

submiticd to the Synod and convericd into Interim Acts, June 29, 1847,

VI. Wills or other written documents of Donors or Le-
gatees, or extracts therefremn relating to Donations, Lega-
cies or Bequests to the Board, shall be recorded in the Se-
cretary’s book, and the spirit and intention of the same ful-
ly carried out.

VII. Inallappropriations of the Board, while the expres-
sed wishes of donors or legatees shall be scrupulously ob-
served, all monies not specifically given or devised for any
particular purpose, shall be expended only in accordance
with the declaved wish of the Synod.  But i} during the
intervals of meetings of that Court, unforseen exigencies
should arise, requiring immediate attention, the 1 )

authorised to expend a sui not «
pounds annually, according to their best Ji
cretion; and all such expenditures st

ed to the Synod at its next meeting

VI1I. All interest arising on Jlot
shall be puid annually, and in the
holding such monies, neglecting to pi,
successive years, the principal and jnterest soui
1 ected from him or his suretics by the Ureasurer,




Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia in Account with the
Treasurer—1847.

RECEIVED. PAID.

June 29—From St. Mary’s Congregation June 29—To the Rev. J. L. Murdoch £4 16
“ «  East River do. ‘“ Rev, J. McCurdy 419
% 5 Bedeque “ Rey, J. Kier 80
# ‘  Economy “ Rev, J. Ross 20
“ ¢ Princetown “  Mr. E. McDonald, for printing
¢ “ River John “ Mr.jJas. McNaught, Bellman
“ «  Merigomishe . July 82— ¢ Reyv. J. Sprott
“ %« Windsor and Newport do. Aug. 8— ““ Synod Clerk
- ' Shelburne do. ‘“ Feor Book for accounts
o “ Pictou Town do.
» " Nine Mile River do. s
. ' Gays River & Shubenacadie do.
“ b Miramichi do.

" “ Stewiacke do.

“ ¢ Poplar Grove, Halifax, do.
“ ¢ Truro do. (for 1846 and 1847)

*“ ¢« Londonderry do.

o Upper Settlement E.R.. do.
est River do. 12 6 —_

“ 24 Antigonish de. 1 9% £75 8 0

James Primrose, Esq., balance Balance in the hands of Treasurer, Aug.28,1847 19 6 0}
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