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The Board of Regents has
made very vigorous exertions
in its behalf, and the position
which it now holds in two
departments of bibliography,
18 not below that of any other
collection in this country.

NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY, ALBANY.

The New York State Library was established by an Act of
the Legislature, pasced April 21, 1818. The Governor, Lieu-
tenant Grovernor, Chancellor, and Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court, were constituted a Board of Trustees, charged with the
duty of fitting up proper rooms in the capitol and purchasing
such books, maps, and other literary publications for the use of
the Library, as they might deem expedient. The sum of three
thousand dollars was appropriated for such purposes, and five
hundred dollars annually thereafter.

By another Act, passed May 4, 1844, the Regents of the Uni-
versity were constituted its Trustees. Under their manage-
ment it has since continued in very successful operation; the
Legislature making annual appropriations for its support and
gradual increase. The growth of the Library up to 1844 was
very inconsiderable, and, perhaps, amounted to little more than
what arose from the constant contributions from the several

States, and the purchase of law books.

course of preparation. From
a recent enumeration of the
-books, it has been ascertain-
ed that the number of vol-
umes will slightly “exceed
42,000, being an increase
since 1845 of over 30,000,

The most valuable and excel- & s«  The amount required from,
lent additions have been === 1 - E— ' the annual appropriations
made mainly in the depart- === 0 | for the increase of the Law
ments of Law and American ! Department is such as to
History. Aside from the ‘ T mmm e Ey leave quite an inconsiderable
annual reports of the Trus- B iy L = amount for the support of
tees, two Catalogues of the : gg ‘ mi alz i{ the General Library—incon.,

Library have appeared, in
1846 and 1850 respectively,
and the third is now in the

NEW YORK BSTATE

scientific journals and such periodicals as are indispensable
to any Library, are considered.

The system of international exchange has assisted the growth
of this Library in a remarkable degree, the excellent publica-
tions of the state having furnished an ample and valuable
Capital, the distribution of which is constantly reacting upon

’ ; . siderable when the high
§  prices demanded for Ameri-
can Historical works, and

LIBREARY, ALBANY.

the state itself. These accessions consist mainly of costly
Governmental works, including particularly statistics and
laws. The contributions also from several of the public Li.
braries of Europe have been both flattering and liberal.

The Legislature of 1851 directed the erection of a new
building, and appropriated therefor the sum of $50,000. The
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destruction of Cong ess Library about this time by fire, induced the
next Legislature to appropriate the additional sum of $22,000 in
order that the building might be made fire proof and iron alcoves and
shelves erccted; and additional sums were gran‘ed in 1852-3-4,
amounting to $19,900, making a total of $91,400. Of this sum
$11,640 was paid for land, and about $8,000 for tixtures, fences, side-
walks, etc.. leaving about $72,000 chargeable to the erection and
furnishing of the Library huilding. )

The front and rear walls are faced with brown free stone, and re-
present a continuous pe le-tal which extends above the first story,
supporting a row of engaged corinthian coluinns, and niches with the
pedestals, on the south entablature the words * State Library.” ‘The
dimensions of the building are 114 feet by 45, besides a counection
with the capital by a corridor of about 1t feet.

The main building is constructed over heavy brick arches support-
ed by sione columns. The linte:s of the second floor and galleries,
and also the arched spans are of iron, filled 11 and covered with broken
brick and cement; the roof, rafiers and trusscs are likewise iron.
The interior of both stories is divided into alcoves, and on the fifteen
marble pilasters of the lower room, brackets for busts have been
placed. In the second story a row of corin.hian pillars on each side,
support a gdlery which is mounted by stairs at the north end. In
addition to the side windows this room has the bewetit of six sky-

lights. The Hooriug of the whole building is an ornamental encaus-
tic tile. Of the shclf room the total number of feet is 7812, of

which 6235 feet are to accommodate octavo sized boeks, and 1577
folios, ete.  'The ascent from the strect is by two or three steps, and
after passing the vestibulcand Secretary’s room, we enter the law de-
partment siairs at each end of the building corducted to the second
floor.  This story has been appropriated to the General Library. The
gallerics contain newspapers, maps, coins, pictures, ete.

An account of the New York State Library would be incomplete
without a mention of the name of the late Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, for
several years the expericnced and intelligent Secretary of tHe Board
of Regents, and whose labours have been closely identified with the
recent successful grewth of the Library.  And on this point the trus-
tees, in their last annual report to the Legislature well remark : “ In
“the death of Theodoric Romeyn Beck, the Library especially has sus-
“taincd a severe loss. Itsinterests and its enlirgemcut were the
““ subject of his constant thought, an1 of bis unremitting energies. His
‘‘knowledge of books, greater it ig believed than that of aimost any
‘“‘person in our State, combined with his varied literary acquirements,
“his good judgment and his prudent management, have done very
‘“much for the rapid, and at the sane time systematic increase of the

¢ Library.”— Communicated.

—————— e ——
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE LIBRARY.

The Library of the Smithsonian Institute has been increased during
the last year by the addition of over 5,000 vilumes. Of these, 739
volumes were sent to the Library in conformity with the Copy-right
Law, which requires that one copy of every book, paper, map, design,
&c., shall be sent to the Smithsonian Institution, and that another
shall be sent to the Congressional Library, within three months after
the publication of the same. Over 4,000 of the additions to this library
have been received as donations trom the literary societies of this
and the old countries, or else have been sent in Exchange for the
publications of the Smithsonian *‘Contributions to Knowledge.”
Under this system of exchange the institution has received some of
the rarest and most valuable scientific books to be found in the coun-
try. ‘Through this system of exchange, anv society or individual in
this country can send to any society or individual in Europe, Asia, or
Africa, or in fact anywhere, any books, paper, scientific apparatus,
geological, historical, or any kind of specimen that will tend to increase
knowledge among men, free of charge. That is, the Institution will
send these articles to their destination at their own expense. And
they also undertake to bring all such articles from other countries to
this and distribute them per direction in the same manner. Duriny
the last year over 20,000 pounds of such articles have been sent to
Europe through the Smithsonian Institution, and distributed according
to the directions. This heavy amount of freight consisted of over
80,000 different packages.—Mickigan Journal of FEducaition.

THE KINGDOM OF SARDINIA,

The kingdom of Sardinia, which has played so important a part in
the recentstruggle, will invest the following paper with some inte:est.

A friend sojourning in Italy has sent us the subjoined luminous
sketch of the history of the kingdom of Sardinia:—

“The agglomeration of states now known as the kingdom of Sardi-
nia dates from the congress held at Vienna in 1815, after the fall of
Napoleon. - Most of these states have, however, been ia possession of
the reigning house of Savoy for much longer periods, and one of them
i8 identified with the fortunes of that fuuily from the epuch of its his-
torieal origin in the eleventh century to the present time,

“ The country now known as Piedmont and Savoy was the Cisals
pine Gaul of the Homans, The capital, Taurinum or Turin, was a
fortified town in the time of Hannibal, and of sufficient strength to
turn the march of that conqueror when he entered Italy through the
neighboring passages of the Alps,  After the fall of the Empire it be-
came part of the Lombard kingdom, and suffered all the vicissitudes
of that monarchy. After its final dissolution, the country was some-
times nominally suhbject to the German emperors, and sometimes to
the French kings ; but its real sovereigns have been generally the lo-
cal marquisex, counts, and dukes, who held a guasi independence in
the feudal system, and who divided the territory as lords of Vercelli,
Ivrea, Saluces, Montferrat, &. The daughter of Montfori, one of
these seigneurs, the marquis of Susa and Turin, married Otho, sove-
reign count of Maurienue, and by this marriage the house of Savoy
gauied its first footing in ltaly.

**This house of Suvoy is, perhaps, the oldest reigning family in
Europe. It has, ot course, a fabulous and legendary antiquity—
amounting to the days of Odin and beyond them; but it is a histori-
cal faet that in 1833 ¢ Huwmbert of the White Hands” was a marquis
in Savoy, then subject to the German emperor Conrad. The neigh-
boring country having rebelled against their masters in that year, this
Humbert assisted Conrad in reducing it to obed.ence, and in reward
was created sovereign count of Maurienne, then the principal town of
the province. Utho, who married Adelaide, the daughter of the Su.-
san lord, as above mentioned, was the grandson of this Humbert,
called * Huwbert of the White Hands,” who is reckoned in history
the founder of the house of Savoy.

“The extension of their sway over the province of Piedmont was
an early idea in the policy pursued by the successors of these person-
ages; but their undertaking met with a doubtful and vacillating suc-
cess for several centuries. Success, however, in general, they certainly
enjoyed ; so that after many reverses and rebuffs, after innumerable
petty wars and noble alliances, we find the son of the famous Green,
Count of Savoy, the greatest of all their medieval princes, possessed
of a territory in Savoy and Piedmont nearly identical, if Genoa and
its provinces be excepted, with that over which the kings of Sardinia
at this day rule. It was only in 1416 that the Emperor Sigismund
converted their countal coronet into a ducal crown; but long previ-
ously they were reckoned among the most powerful of minor sove-
reigns; and henceforth their history is interwoven with all the wars
and movements of modern Europe. * One king, one count, and one
duke,” was the Spanish proverb of the last age. The king was, of
course, the King of Spain; the count, the Count of Orange; and the
duke, he of Savoy. Their first claims to royal rark were made in
1459, when the son of the reigning duke, Louis, married Chariotte of
Lusignan, heiress of the last King of Cyprus. This princess also
brought her husband the title of King of Jerusalem. The latter was
an empty name, but in 1459, the son of the Duke of Savoy was really
King of Cyprus. le was-able to maintain his right but a few years
only, but the family have held fast to his honors ever since; and the
coins of the country are still stamped with the words * King of Cy-
prus and Jerusalem.’ N

¢ A period of minorities and female regencies soon qiminished the
power and prestige of the country. To crown its .nnsﬁ)r&unes, the
plains of Piedmont became, in the early part of the sixteenth century,
the arena on which Francis 1. and Charles 1. struggled for European
empire. In the end it was entirely suhjugated by the French, so that
the great hero of the house, Emanuei Pnilibert, at the death of his
father, Charles IIL, in 1553, found him:elt without a foot «f land in
his own country. After a series of wanderings, he took scrvice in
Spain, and entered his states at the head of a Spanish army, defeated
the French in & great and signal battle near St Quentin, on the 10th
of August, 1557, and by the treaties which followed regained posses-
sion of his crown. But the influence of France over Piedinontese
politics did not cease then. During the succeeding reigns it was sl-
ways evident ; and we find Victor Amadeus IL, great-grand-son of
Emanuel Philibert, holding relations with Louis XIV. much resem-
bling those of a vassal to a sovereign. Louis XIV. commaunded him
to persecute the Vaudois subjects, and he did it. But when the Eu-
ropean sovereigns formed their great league against the ambition of
the French autocrat toward the close of the seventeenth century,
and Louis XIV. commanded the Duke to join his armies to those of
France, justly conceiving the league to be the strongest of the two,
he hesitated to obey. .

“Thereupon Louis put the Piedmontese ambassador at Paris in the
Bastile, and sent a powerful army into Piedmont, A long and bloody
contest ensued. The Picdmontese inonarch defended himself man-
fully. but he was overmatched. After several defeats he was besieged
in his own capital. The end was not doubtful when the famous Prince
Eugene of Savoy entered the country from Lombuardy at the head of

a ({>rman army. Effecting a junction with the beleaguered Duke,

this couple gave the French a” complete overthrow on the plains of

Turin, and pursued them to the frobtiers. The peace of Utrecht in -

%
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1713 gave Victor Amadeus many advantages. Among the additions
to his territory was the island of Sicily, with the title of King. Five
years afterward he exchanged his island of Sicily for that of Sardinia,
and then took the name now so well known—King of Sardinia, Cy-
prus and Jerusalem, Duke of Savoy, Prince of Piedmont. '

*Victor Amadeus was a man of intellect as well as of heroism.
Not only did he establish the independence of his country, and erect
it into a second class kingdom, but he gave his people a code of bet-
ter laws than they had ever befsre known. In 1730, seeing every-
thing prosperous, and finding himself old, he married a beautiful sub-
Ject, and abdicated the throne. His subsequent fate was melancholy.
On the plea that he repented of Lis abdication, his son scparated him
from his wife, and placed him in a confinement where he remained till
death, from rage and mortification, released him two years after.
Victor Amadeus was a modern Lear.

¢ The French Revolution revenged him on his descendants. Picd-
mont was partially conquered by the gencrals of the Republic, and
wholly subjugated by Bonavarte, who made its plain of Marengo the
thestre of a memorable exploit. The entire continental territory was
annexcd to France, and the reigning monarch, Charles Emanuel IV.,
driven off to die in the island of Sardinia. But the great treaty of
Vienna, in 1815, according to the customary fortunes of the house, not
only restoredall to its old dominions, but added to them the city and
territory of Genoa. At that date the kingdom took the proportions
it has since held. But with this territorial aggrandizement commenced
the internal alteration of political character. The leaven of the French
Revolution created a popular demand for a constitution. In 1521 the
country attempted to enforce this demand by an appeal to arms. Tts
reigning sovereign, Victor Emanuel ., abdicated rather than grant it.
Carlo Felice, his brother, put down the insurrection with the strong
band. He died without children, and Charles Albert, the head of the
cadet branch of the family, the Prince of Cariguan, ascended the
throne in {831,

*This man is one of the problems of history. It is difficult to say
whether he was, as the people still believe him to have been, a hero
and a martyr, or a faithless egotist. The most probable solution is
that he was a ruler who had conceived an idea too great for his exe-
cution. That 1dea was the expulsion of the Austrians from Italy, and
the establishiment of an Italian hingdom. 'I'wice he led the constitu-
tional party, and twice he deserted it. But when the revolutionary
ideas of 1547and 1848 began to ferment, he conceived his time to
be come. He placed himself again at the head of its memorable
movement, and this time set his crown upon the chance, for he en-
gaged his country in a war against Austria. The Lombards received
him as their savior. Parma, Modena and Lombardy were declared
part of the Piedmontese kingdom, and the appeal to arms was at first
rewarded with brilliant success. But the King of Naples and other
despots who had at first seconded him, under the pressure of their
people, deserted the cause so soon as they were able to do so; the
feeble forces of Piedmont were found no match for those of the Aus-
trian Empire, and the equivocal talents of the Sardinian king, were
cyphers in the field when fairly weighed against the genius and expe-
rience of Marshal Radetsky. Defeat and retreat soon became the
chronicle of the day, till the hope of Italian independence was finally
extinguished in the bloody rout of Novara.

“ Failing to find the death which he eagerly sought throughout that
famous field, on which he had concentrated all his force, Charles Al-
bert abdicated his throne in the evening of the battle, and returning
to his capital, went away unattended, it is said, even by a servant—
to what destination no one at the time knew. Two years afterward
he died in Portugal, of a broken heart.

“Tho last act of this monarch’s reign wa= the promulgation of a
constitution which had been demanded by the popular voice for thirty
years. llis son, Victor Emanuel 11, the present monarch, ascended
the throne with an oath to observe it. Up to that time the king had
been the sole power of the state—since then that officer has only been
a stately cypher. The government is now in the hands of the people,
guided by an oligarchy ; their rule has been beneficial to the country ;
railroads have been extensively built, and the religious and civil insti-
tutions improved.

““The new reign was inaugurated by a treaty of peace with Austria,
by which Sardinia was bound to pay seventy millions of francs toward
the expenses of the war, but by which, according to the invariable
fortune of the house on all similar occasions of general pacification,
the independence and territory of the kingdom was preserved intact.
A fierce contest with the Church of Rome, and the religious corpora.
tions of the country, which once pressed more heavily upon it than
any other i Italy, was early undertaken, and has lately been termi-
Dated wholly to the advantage of the state. Up to the last year all
had gone wel' with the constitutional kingdoin ; but within the past
twelve months its politicians have thought proper to engage it in &
War with a great power, that has never injured it heretofore, and is
debarred by distance from endangering it in the future, The calcula-
tions which induced the step may be just, but they may all be over-

thrown by the chances of war, and at the moment they cost the trea-
sury a handsome sum. .

“In the foregoing paragraphs I have merely catalogued the chief
epochs in the history of the Savoyard monarchy. To'give even a con-
cize abridgement of that history would occupy several volumes. It
comnrises the reigns of forty sovereigns, and a period of cight hun-
dred and fifty-two years, and it is involved in nearly every general
war and treaty in Europe during that time. The strongest kingdom
in Enrope has not be»n more active than this poor and weak monar-
chy. Indced, unceasing energy and care have been the conditions of
is exis'ence. And it is even wonderful that any industry could have
kept up such astate for so long a period, undefended by natural boun-
darics, and surrounded by powerful and lawless neighbors. Such suc-
cess, however, is partially accounted for by the hereditary ability and
courage of the reigning family, which was long unique among royal
races. Their uniform cleverness wasonce the general remark of wri-
ters on European politics. Montesquieu, in the * Spirit of Laws,’ ren-
ders them a splendid eulogy; and Robertson explains the succession
of great princes by the fact that, developed on all sides by ambitious
neighbors, their little kingdom would only subsist by the force of in-
telligence and tension of nerve on the part of its rulers. It may be
added that the Salic law, early put in force, has had something to do
with the perpetuity and renown of the family. In 1329, the reigning
count having died without male issue, and the States General of Savoy
having assembled to select his successor, his daughter, then Duchess
of Brittany, demanded the sceptre ; but this assembly of bishops and
nobles unanimously decided that ‘never should the crown of Savoy
fall from the lance to the distaff;" and this response has since been 8
fundamental law of the m:narchy.”— From the Washington Union.

ORIGIN OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LEYDEN.

That distinguished French periodical, the Revue des Deuz Mondes, is
now publishing a series of interesting articles from the pen of M. Al
phonse Esquiros, on the Netherlands and life in Holland.  From a late
number, we translate his graphic account of the origin of the cele-
brated University of Leyden.

The foundation of this famous university is connected with the siege
which Leyden sustained in the year 1573. The United Provinces had
risen against the Spanish domination. Liberty of concience basely
violated, political and religious despotism, the inquisition, and the es-
tablishment of arbitrary taxation, had all tended to exasperate the
national feelings. ¢ At this time,” says the historian Hooft, surnamed
the Tacitus of Holland, “all ranks, ages, and sexes were confounded
in one general persecution. The gibbet and the wheel did not suffice :
the trees which bordered the public roads were laden with corpses, an
the flames of the funeral-piles of martyrdom darted upwards to the
sky. Scaffolds were erected in every quarter ; and the very air became
infected with a vapor of death.” Then was seen a spectacle rarely
paralleled in the world's history. A few bundred men pushed to des-
pair—fishermen, shepherds, merchants—banded themselves together
to struggle against the crushing oppression of a powerful governinent,
and against armies reputed invincible. Following the example given
by other towns of Holland, the inhabitants of Leyden declared them-
selves in favour of the union of the provinces; but towards the end of
October they were attacked and surrounded by the Spaniards. The
Prince of Orange wrote directions to the citizens at all hazards to offer
resistence. He promised on his part to seek every means of asgist-
ing them. *“ilold out for three months,” he said, “and even if the
siege should last longer, do not lose courage. If you persevere deliver-
ance is certain ; butif you surrender perpetual servitule awaits you.”

The enemy, meanwhile, sought by insidious promises to obtain an.
entrance into the place. The only reply vouchsafed by the besieged
was this Latin verse—

Fistula dulce canit, volucrem dum decipit auceps.

The defence « f the city was entrusted to Janus Douza. The burghers.
bound themselves by oath to die beneath the ruins of their houses.
rather than yicld.  Although in the first instance all the useless mouths
had been sent away, famine soon pressed on the city. No bread was
to be seen, and provisions of all sorts became every day more scarce.
At length grass, leaves, the bark of trees, the skin of the animals
which had long since been devoured, even clay, came to be used as
nutriment. Pestilence followed famine. Of 16,000 inhabitants be-
tween 6000 and 7000 perished. Everywhere living skeletons were
seen burying the dead. The town, defended by. shadows, still sustain-
ed itsell against the fury of the invading army and its own internal
divisions. To the soldiers, who shouted to them : “ You are dying of
hunger—sarrender, and you shall have food,” they answered from the
top of the ramparts: *“ When our provisions are quite gone, we will
eat our left hands, and keep our right to defend our liberty.”

One day, however, a famished crowd presented themselves before
the burgomaster of Leydon, Pieter Adriaanszoon van der Werff': th
prewptorily demanded either bread or the surrender of the city, T
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have sworn to defend this city,” replied the magistrate, “ and with the
help of God, I hope to keep my oath. Bread 1 have not; but if my
body can serve to enable you to continue the struggle, take it, cut it
up, and divide it amongst you.” The poor people withdrew n silence.

The fate of Holland bung on the walls of Leyden. All the United
Provinces watched the heroic town ; but the place was so rigourously
blockaded that it was most difficult to come toits assistance. The
Prince of Orange at length resolved to picrce the dikes. 1t was a des-
perate measure ; nevertheless the old Batavian proverb prevailed—
Better a country desolated than a country lost. The whole country
was overflowed with water, and the hagvests destroyed. Thesea, that
natural enemy of Holland, came to the help of Leyden ; but it came
slowly. A north-east wind kept back the waves, on whose crests ap-
peared barks mounted with cannon. These boats, impelled by means
of wheels, without either oars or sails, were marned by brave Zeeland
seamen, who had almost all been wounded and mutilated in the war of
independence. The besieged from the summit of their ramparts could
see the flotilla, could even converse with the crews; but the envious
Hood receeded instead of advancing, bearing away their last hope. The
enemy on the other hand, although driven from sowe advanced posi-
tions by the overflowing of the waters, still maintained themselves on
the principal dikes. Leyden secmed lost, when the moon becoming full,
swelled the tile. The winl changed to the south-west; and one of
those violent storms which at ordinary seasons tend so much to en-
danger the safety of Holland, hurst forth op its coasts, The sea resist-
less in its might, enlarged the breaches ulrcady made in the dikes,
and rushed over the land, bearing along on its waves terror, desolation,
and—salety. Surprised and submerged, stupified with terror at the
noise of the tempest, and the falling of a po:tion of the walls, the
Spaniards tumultuously abandoned their posts, and threw their cannen
into the water.

The same tide which enabled them to retrcat, bore the Zeeland
flotilla, laden with provisions, to the gates of Leyden. A terrible com-
bat—*“ an amphibious flght,” to use the expression of a Dutch histori-
an—ensued, partly on the dikes and partly on beard the barke. The
sailors triumphed, and entered the town; but amid th: joy of deliver-
ance, a sad spectacle met their eyes. Lining both sides of the great
canal, crowds of famished creatnres were shouting for food. With
almost brutal avidity, they seized the loaves and the herrings which
were distributed, and many who had hitherto borne up against hunger
died of repletion.

The redoubtable army of Spain, beaten, drowned, dispersed over the
land by the waters of the sea, had vanished like that of Pharaoh.
“ @God,” it was said, ‘“loves Holland now, as He formerly loved Isracl.”
Disabled by severe illness, the Prince of Orange, surnamed the Silent,
had not appeared in person before the walls of Leyden. He was at
Delft, and scarcely recovered, for the first time attending public wor-
s!np in one of the churches of that town, when tidings came that the
siege was raised. The princesent a message to the preacher, who
immediately, with a loud voice, proclaimed the blessed news. Tears
mingled abundantly with the thanksgiving that followed.

. Although pestilence still raged in Leyden, William the Silent hasten-

ed thither, Surrounded by the citizens, who forgot their sorrows as
they thronged to meet him whom they regarded as the living rampart
of their reconquered liberty, he asked them whether they would prefer
for their city a perpetual exemplion from certain taxes, or the founda-
tion of a Protestant university. The burghers of Leyden did not
hesitate in their choice; ** A wunivcrsity !” was the unanimous cry.
And so0, on the 9th of Febuary 1575, was inaugurated with much pomp
that edifice destined afterwards to number amongst its student’s and
professors many of the most brilliant gen‘uses of Europe. The Anni-
versary of the inauguration is still celebrated every year in Leyden,—
Boston Anglo-Sazon.

——————— i ———

A CHAPTER ON A B C.

The Alphabet is generally held to be one of the simplest things in
the world—simple even to a proverb; and yet a little reflection will
suggest a variety of questions about it, some of which are more
easily asked than answered. How many elementary sounds are re-
quisite for the formation of language? What suggested the particular
forms which are the symbols or visible representations of these
sounds? Words are pictures ;—are not letters still more pictures? if
50, pictures of what? Who invented them? Why have some lan-
guages more than others? &c., &c.

The inquiry, we would observe, is one not of mere curiosity, but of
the highest practical importance ; the value of the several letters
forms one of the primary elements of the science of etymology ; the
interchanges of cognate sounds, and consequently of the symbols of
those sounds, must be understood before tire comparative analysis of
languages can be effected with any good result.

The A B C which we use can be traced up to a most remote anti-
quity; we derive it, as every one knows, from the Latins; it was
introduced into Italy, as also into Greece, by the Pelasgian race, who

had brought it with them from their seats in Western Asia, where
it was used, in historical times, by the Hebrews and Pheenicians,
The three Alphabets best known to us, viz., Hebrew, Greek, and
Latin, are evidently of the same stock; but it would be wrong to
assert that either is derived directly from the other. In regard to
Jorm, there is wround for belicf that the present Hebrew Alphabet
is compatatively of modern date, and that the Greek may approach
nearer to the original type; in regard to the number and order of the
letters, the Latin approaches nearer to the Hebrew than the Greek,
and thus puts forth a prima fucie claim to be the more ancient of
the two, But, again, rejecting the letters of reputed recent origin in
each language, Hebrew contains the greatest number, and would, on
that ground, weaken its claim to a superior antiquity. In our sub-
sequent observations, therefore, it must be remembered that we do
not attribute to either the parentage of the other, but that we treat
them as branches of a still more ancient stock.

The most salient points of comparison between the Alphabets are
the number, the names, the form, the value, and the interchanges of
the various letters. Let the Alphabets be placed in parallel columns,
as below, and reference be made to them in illustration of our re-
marks :

8 Aleph A Alpha A p Ayin O Omicfon O
3 Beth B Beta B 5 Pe o D P
3 Gimel I Gamma C ¥y Tsaidi

5> Daleth A Delta D p Koph (Koppa) Q
n He ® Epsilon E - Resh P Ro R
v Vau (F Digamma) F (V)| v Sin } g (Sampi) E S
1 Zain 7 Zeta G w Shin S Sigma

n Kheth H Eta H | Tauw T Tau T
v Teth  ® Theta Y Upsilon U
» Yod I TIota I @ Phi

5 Caph K Xappa K X Chi X
S Lamed A Lambda L Y
» Menm M Mu M ¥ Dsi

3 Nun N Nu N Q2 Omega

o Samech £ Xi Z

1. Number.—Hebrew possesses twenty-two letters; Greek, in its
latest stages, twenty-four ; Latin twenty-one; and our own language
twenty-six. It is, indeed, commonly asserted in grammars and dic-
tionaries that Latin has twenty-three; but the use of J and V as
distinct from I and U is a modern innovation, of which the Romans
themselves had no cognizance.

The numbers mentioned represent the Alphabets respectively in
their most amplified forms. According to ancient tradition, the Greek
contained only sixteen letters, which were the original Cadmeian or
Pheenician Alphabet. Of these sixteen, one, viz. Vuu or Digamma,
was afterwards rejected; and to the remaining fifteen there were
added, first the vowel T ; then Z, H, @, of which H was originally an
aspirate; then @ and X ; and, lastly, about. the period of the Persian
war, Z, ¥, and &, attributed to the poet Simonides; at which period
also H was transformed from an aspirate into a vowcl.

While there is historical evidence in favour of some of these asser-
tions, we have reason to believe that it does not represent the whole
truth. In the first place, it is evident that not only Vau, but Koppa,
formed a member of the ancient Greek Alphabet: in name it corres-
ponds exactly with the Hebrew Koph, in form with the Latin Q,
while in position it occupied a place between IT and P, as is proved
by its numerical power, ninety. It was used instead of XK by the
Corinthians, and by some of their Sicilian colonies, and was finally
dropped as superfluous, There is another numerical sign which,
without doubt, once occupied a place in the Greek Alphabet,—Samps
or San. With regard to this, Herodotus tells us (i. 139) that it was
used by the Dorians instead of Sigma ; it may have been true, that
neither Tonians nor Dorians used the two forms together; but this’
does not prove that the letters were originally the same. In name,
San seems to carrespond with the Hebrew Sin; and as Sin and Shin
were different pronunciations of the same letter they might have
been represented by San and Sigma in Greek, until one was ejected
as superfluous. In form, San is not unlike the Pheenician Sin ; in
numerical power, however, it does not correspord with it, occupying
a position after Omega, to represent 900; in which place it must be
allowed to be highly convenient, enabling the Grecks to complete
their numerical notation. X

Adding, then, Vau or Digamma (whose numerical power, 8iv, es-
tablishes its correspondence with the lebrew letter of the same
name) and Koppa, the original Greek Alphabet must have consisted,
at all events, of seventeen letters; and, consequently, if these letters
had been retained, the full Alphabet would have amounted to iwenty-
six.

With regard to the letters eaid to have been added to the original
Alphabet, there can be little doubt that the five concluding ones are
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modern, and that both the Greek and Latin (as we shall presently
show) terminated, just as the Ilebrew does, with T. Thus the form
Omega was generally represented by Omicron down to about 400
B. C, though there are evidences of its earlier use; ¥ Psi was written
ns or#%; X Chi— KH; and ¢ Phi 1IH; the two last probably
owing their introduction to the change made in the force of the
letter H, which, from being an aspirate, became a vowel; lastly, T
Upsilon is another form ot the Hebrew Ayin, and was used inter-
changeably with, Omicron by the Aolians, as Ddpwis, Buotos, &c., for
Sowis, duotos; while in old Attic writing we find the dipthong ov re-
presented by a simple o, as & Zduo for & Zduov. Its name, Upsilon,
indicates its connection with the old Vau or Digamma, originally T,
Digamma was the sign of simple aspiration; when a specific vowel-
sound was attached to it, it was designated Vau or Upsilon, i. e. un-
aspirated. This explanation may appear unsatisfactory from the
double connection attributed to T with the Hebrew Ayin and Vau;
but each of these appears to have been used as the jfulcrum of the
vowel-sound accompanying them; and we may therefore well con-
ceive that a similar connection existed between Digamma and Upsi-
lon.

Rejecting, then, the five last letters, and inserting the two antiquated
forms, the nnmber of letters in the Greek Alphabet amounts to
twenty-one, or very nearly the number of the Hebrew Alphabet;
and thus a prima facie probability is established that the letters H,
Z, and E were not modern innovations, as Plutarch and Pliny asserted,
but had their prototypes in Hebrew. With respect to H, it corres-
ponds in form, in original force, and very nearly in position, with the
Hebrew He, and the idea of its modern origin is attributable probably
to the change in its use from a mere aspirate to a vowel-sound. There
can be no question as to the identity of Z and the Hebrew Zain. The
origin of E no doubi presents difficulties; but we can easily conceive
that it was supposed to be modern from the circumstance that, as
pronounced in later times, it might be equally well rendered by X=:
does it, however, follow that E had originally the sound of an English
X? We think it highly probable that it had not; its agreement
with Samech in position, and the probable difference that once existed
between the sounds of Samech and Sin, suggest that = may hase
been a simple sibilant, and = an aspirated sibilant; and, in confirma-
tion of this probability, it is worthy of notice that in old Greek the
sound of our X was represented not by KZ, but by X3, implying the
existence of an aspirate in X just as at one period the regular pro-
nunciation of Sin appears to have been aspirated, (cf. Judges, xii. 6.)

We have thus established the identity of the Greek and Hebrew
Alphabets in respect to the number of their letters, Z7sadi excepted;
let us turn to the Latin. We have already noticed that of the twenty-
three commonly attributed to it, two, viz.J and U, had no existence
as distinct from I and V; the innovation is unfortunate, as destroying
the analogy in the sound of many cognate words in Latin and Eng-
lish ; and it is, moreover, inconsistent, as we see no reason why, if
J and U be added, W should not also be added, inasmuch as the Latin
V doubtless had the sound of W as well as U and V. Striking out,
then, these two as innovations of English editors or English printers,
we have twenty ofe letters in the Latin Alphabet; but of these
twenty-one, Z* may be ejected, as only appearing in foreign words;
Y was introduced at a very late period to represent the soft sound of
the Greck Upsilon ; X, again, was a Greek importation; while V—
partly & vowel, partly a consonant—represents certain uses of the
Aolian Digamma, and must be deemed, conjointly with F, the repre-
sentative of the Hebrew Vau. We do not, indeed, assert that V is a
modern introduction into the Roman Alphabet, but we think that it
has suffered a displacement, and that it should not be regarded as an
original member in the place it now holds. )

Excluding, then, these four, the Roman Alphabet is reduced to
nineteen letters: it falls short of Hebrew in three instances— 7eth,
Samech, and Tsadi,; and short of Greek in two, Theta and Xi. The
question indeed arises, whether X ought not, equally with V, to be
considered as displaced, from the gap which we perceive between N
and 0. We think pot; in form and position it is so clearly identi-
fied with the Greek Chi, that there is strong prima facie evidence of
their identity ; added to which, we believe that its original power was
the same, as is proved by the insertion of an S after it in old inscrip-
tions to represent 3. It has also been asserted that K is not a

atin letter: this, however, is erroneous; it is true that it fell into
desuetuds, but this resulted from the changes which took place in
the sound of C, which was made equivalent to the hard sound of K,
its own soft sound being transferred—as we shall afterwards show—
to G, the representative of Zeta and Zain.

And now to come to our own A B C; that it is derived from the

tin, requires no proof; it differs from it in the addition of J, U,

* That Y and Z were not deemed Latin letters by the Romans themselves, a{)-

from a fact mentioned by 8 : the Emperor Augustus occasionally

Wrote in cypher ; his system was to substitute for the proper letter the one following

§¢t. and so instead of wae are told that he used A, proving that the Alphabet was
en supposed to end at X. .

and W, to represent certain uses of I and V. Whether our present
sound of J truly represents the sound of the Latin I in the words in
which we have substituted it, is indeed doubtful; in many instances
it would have been betler represented by a Y ; still, the question of
sound is distinct from that of the parentage of the letter. As to the
identity of our three letters, U, V, and W with the Latin V, there
can be no doubt, and probably the three sounds coexisted in the
single Latin letter.

Thus, of the twenty-six letters of the English Alphabet, all are
traceable to Latin, and, through Latin, to the Eastern languages. We
may mention, in conclusion, that of our present letters, the Anglo-
Saxon Alphabet is deficient in J, Q, and V, but possesses one corres-
ponding to the Greek Theta, which has fallen into disuse.

W. L. B.
—English Journal of Education.

Papers on Practical Chucation.

—

THE SOURCE OF TRUE PLEASURE IN TEACHINu.

“Delightful task ! to rear the tender thought,
To teach the young idea how to shoot,
To pour fresh instruction o’er the mind.
To breathe the enlivening spirit, and to fix
The generous purpose in the glowing breast.”

Tn the great drama of life, man is ever desirous fo play that part
which will afford him the most pleasure and delight. The particular
direction a perron will pursue to find his greatest delight, will depend
chiefly upon the tendencies and promptings of his mind; but in what-
ever way sought, it becomes the pole star of his life, the climax of his
existence. Many mistake the road, and after they have long searched
here and there, becoming more and more enveloped in the shades of
uncertainty, they are ready to give up in despair, and feel that for them,
happiness does not exist; and that delight can find no more of a
resting place with them, than could * Noah’s dove” for her feet, when
sent forth from her little window to survey the watery waste which
spread its liquid canopy over all nature.

While thisis o universal a desire, and found with so great difficulty,
and kept with much greater trouble, he who will aid in pointing out
a path which may be pursued with success, especially by the true
seeker, confers no small blessing, at least upon the true pilgrim soul.

Like diamonds in the hands of a Brazilian slave, delight in the soul
gives freedom and pleasure to its possessor; and therefore it becomes
a question of general importance—‘ How may delight be best
gained ¢ Without entering upon the discussion of this question, we
find that the poet has opened in the lines quoted, one of the fields of
labour in which this much sought boon can be found. As he views
the work, as he contemplates its bearings, as he imagines its results
and final rewards, he exclaims “delightful task ;” we stop in our eager-
ness to find its long-sought friend, and exclaim * what is delightfal "
the answer comes, ‘ torear the tender thought.” As the soul finds
in its contacts with nature around it, objects to awaken curiosity, and
with this, follows the wish to know; and close in the track, comes the
tender thought like a frail yet promising plant, it needs culture and
careful rearing ; if this is afforded during the period of its weakness,
this young idea may be taught to shoot, spreading itself as it grows,
linking other thoughts to itself, and these catching root in the fertile
soil, spread and extend, until like the Banyan tree among trees, they
stand the glory and the gems of the mind.

In ever affording fresh material for the growth of the youthful
thought, in breathing a new life into the soul, in giving a new purpose
to aim at in life’s work, is the sure road to happiness and delight to
him whose soul is filled with his heaven-born mission.

To educate well, is to drink largely at the fountain of pleasure and
delight ; but to educate well, the educator must be able to bring be-
fore his mwind a clear view of what true education is, its nature and
bearings, and what part of the work, if any, is most important. o
educate in the highest sense, is to perfect the whole man; therefore
education should aim at the largest development and greatest perfec-
tion of all the powers entrusted to man. These powers are clearly
divided into three primary divisions—physical, moral and intellectual’;
giving those three departments to education; and although it is the
educator’s work and duty to perfect the three as far as he can, if one
department has nota pre-eminence, from its bearings on the others.
May we not find an apt illustration of the relative importance of these
three divisions of education in the engine and railway, forming the
great medium of change in civilized countries? The bodily or
physical part of man represented by the engine itself, the intellec.
tual by the steam or motive power, and the maral, by the rails upon

which the engine and train run. The size and strength of the engine,
which enables the steam to act upon it with greater power, or the
pressure of the steam upon the engine, whatever its size and strength,
will only make the destruction more dreadful, complete and certain, if
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the track is removed, or by any means the wheels of the engine are
thrown off from the track, 20 as not to be guided by it. Thus it is,
with the development of man. We may develop him physically,
giving to his body by exercise, food, and art, all the strength and
gize of Goliah; yet this powerful physical growth will only furnish a
more ponderous engine for evil, spreading dismay where it goes,
unless the track is tirmly laid for him to run apon, and by which to
be guided ; on the other hand, if we train the intellect till it grows to
a giant, grasping the wide field of thought, looking far into the past,
and stretching into the future, yet that intellect may be propelling
force, drawing the small wiry engine to which it gives Herculanean
powers, until, like Napoleon, it spreads death and destruction in its
track. Thus we see that bodily culture or intellectual training, may
be only multiplying infinitely the means of evil, misery, desolation
and death. In this view, how does moral education tower to sublimity !
Yez! a work worthy of angels' powers! More, a work worthy of
God ; giving to the Divine, incarnation, suffering and death! Have
we not in the moral, the key to the delightful part of education, that
which makes it a “delightful task?’ Have we not a view of that
part upon which God and angels look with most intense intcrest ¢
That, in comparison with which, all other instructions dwindles to
nothingness? For, as the physical education is entirely buried with
the body, when it becomes the food for worms, and the intellectual
diminishes to a speck before the Infinite, the moral rises in imnportance
and towers to the pinnacle of beauty and sublimity, especially as we
look far into the vista of the future and see the duration of its fruits.
Then will be the time when the teacher will most largely drink in the
full delights of his work, as he stands before his Saviour and sees the
result of his labor in the redeemed souls which have been under his
charge. While moral education elevates itself so far abuve every
other, the true teacher asks himself, often with deep earnestness,
“ How can I best impart instruction morally? How can I sow the
seeds of a true moral and religious culture, so that the fruit may form
the guiding star of life in him whom I am striving to educate? How
can I best train these souls in *wisdom’s ways, whose ways are
ways of pleasantness and all whose paths are peace?’ "— Connecticut
C. 8. Journal.

A FEW WORDS TO THE TEACHERS OF OUR SCHOOLS

1. Strive, from the beginning, to make your school pleasant and pro-
Jitable, Let your pupils see and feel that your heart is in your work ;
that you wish to do them good. To this end always wear a cheerful
countenance, and do what you can to make every exercisc pleasant
and attractive,

9. Haveorder. Without good discipline, you cannot hope to accom-
plish much ; indeed, with inefficient or lax discipline, your school may
prove an injury and not a blessing. * Order is heaven’s first law ;"
and earth and the school-room are nearest like Heaven when under the
.most perfect influence of the law of order. Therefore aim to have
system and order. Have but few rules, and see that they are reason-
able and that they are implicitly and promptly obeyed. Strive to make
every lesson so interesting that it will secure attention, and never
proceed with a recitation, unless the school is orderly, and the class
ntent on the exercise of the hour.,

3. Insist onneatness. Habits of personal cleanliness and of neatness
in the school-room will do much to secure order. Hence do what you
can to promote right feeling and action in this direction. Encourage
your pupils to come into the school-room with tidy apparel, and with
face and hair in proper condition, and be sure not to allow them to
make the floor a substitute for a spit box. Neatness and order are
twin sisters. They thrive best together; and often when separated,
they languish and die. Therefore, cherish both. They will greatly
help each other, and together, will much assist you and make your la-
bors light and attractive.

4. Manifest a kindly interest in the little ones under your charge.
Make them feel that you are their friend, and that you wish to do
them good. Remember that every hour of the day you are making
impressions upon living growing material. Let those impressions be
right. Let them all tend to mould the little ones into the likeness of
perfect men and women.

" b. Instil into the minds of your pupils correct views as to the objects
Jor which they attend school. If possible,cause them to feel that they
“come to school to learn those things which will make them wiser,bet-
ter, happier and more useful. Tell them that diligence and order will
do much to elevate them and prepare them for the business of life, and
that they cannot hope for success without them.

6. Strive, daily and hourly, to inculeate good moral lessons. Teach
your pupils that if they would be happy, they must be good. Teach
them lessons of love, of kindness, of patience, of cheerfuluess, of char-
ity. Teach them to speak pure words, to think pure thoughts, to per-
form pure acts. Cause them to feel that the cye of God is ever upon
them, and that they are dependent upon Him for life and all of life’s
blessings and privileges,

7. Do what you can to interest parents, and induce them to visit
your school. As often as may be convenient, vi-it the parents at their
homes, and invite them to call at the school. No school can be, in
the highest degree, successful, unless the three great parties,—teacher,
pupils and parents,—feel and manifest the right spirit. Therefore
feel that it is a part, and an important part, of the mission of the
true teacher, to labor for the promotion of a right feeling and right
action on the part of pupils and parents. Labor constantly, labor
earnestly, labor judiciously, labor cheerfully, and in due time ** if you
faint not,” you will reap your reward.— Connecticut C. 8. Journal.

UNCONSCIOUS TEACHING.

The following remarks were made by Rev. F. D. Huntington, of
Boston before the American Institute of Instruction. They will be
found laden with the most important educational truths :—

“ e said the central thought of his coctrine was, that the ultimate
object of the teacher’s profession is, not the communication of know-
ledge, nor even the stimulating of the knowing faculty, if we under-
stand by that faculty one quite distinct from the believing faculty, the
sensibility and the will. Kducation involves appeals to faith, feeling
and volition. In any liberal or Christian acceptation, education is not
the training of the mind, but the man. The elements of humanity
cannot be partitioned off like 8o many rooms in a dwelling or so many
portions of the soil. One-sidedness has been the vice of all systems
of education hitherto.

Mr. Huntington then stated his three main propositions, which were :
First, that there is an cducating power issuing from the teacher, not
by design, butsilent and involuntary, as indispensable to his true func-
tion as any element in it; Second, that this unconscious tuition takes
its quality from the undermost substance of the teacher’s character;
Third, that as it flows from the very spirit of the teacher's own life—
being an effluence, o it is an influence acting on the mind of tke scho-
lar.

The highest thought and deepest zmotion are not communicated to
outward expression., Nature gives a bioad hint to this proposition.
When she discloses any of her grandest pictures or sculptures, she
shuts her lips. ‘‘My children be still,” that august schoolmistress
says, before she lifts the veil from any majesty or splendor. If we are
presumptuous enough to talk, she secretly rebukes our babbling.
When her diapason voice sounds, our loguacious one must cecae,
Some of the deepest, profoundest impressiong, are made on our minds,
independently of spoken words, by signs, influences and associations
beyond any speech. It was said of Lord Chatham, that everybody
thought there was something in the man even finer than his words.
We are taught, and teach by, something that never comes into lan-
guage at all. This is often the highest kind of teaching, and has the
most effect, for the very reason that it is spiritual in its character,
noiseless in its pretentions, and constant in its influence, The moral
power of the teacher’s own person possesses this unconscious influence.

If we enter a number of school-rooms, we shall see a contrast some-
thing like this, said Mr. Huntington. In one is a personal presence
which it will puzzle us to explain. First, there is an absence of all
effort. Everything is done with ease, but with energy. There is no
shuffling and lounging in the ease of manner. There is dignity and
determinationin it. This teacher accomplishes ends with singular
precision. He speaks less by his veice than by ianner; but his idea
is caught, and his wili promptly done. Everything is done correctly;
and though he does not seem to be there, the business is done, and
done remarkably well. Authority is secured, intellectual activity is
stimulated, knowledge is got with a hearty zcal.

Over against this, we have another who is the incarnation of pain-
ful and laborious straining a constant perturbation, an embodied flut-
ter, a mortal stir, an honest, human hurly-burly. In his personal in-
tention, he is just as sincere as the other. Indeed, he tries so hard,
that his boys seem to have made up their minds that he shall try har-
der yet, and not succeed after all. ~So he talks much, and the multic
plication of integers is only the multiplication of fractions. He expos-
tulates, but these expostulations roll over the boys’ heads like bullets
over the ice, and his gestures indicate nothing but despair. If you
ask the good master, ¢ How do you account for this difterence?” he
will be perplexed to tell; nor will the restless o=e understand his fee
bleness any better.

The Creator has established certain signs, which reveal the great
moral secret. One of these is temper, which issues bulletins that are
read every day by the boys, and read correctly. He cannot stop 0
analyze the impression made upon him, but he takes it, and it becomes
a part of himself. Tt is either the dew of gentle signs, nourishing hith
or it is the * continual dropping of a very rainy day,” which Solomo?
compares to a contentious woman, though he probably had not a cros3
school-ma’am in his mird.

Another instrument of this unconscious tuition is the human fﬂce'{
This is the unguarded rendezvous of all the imponderable couriers ©
the heart,
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The eye itself, in its royal port and power, is the born prince of the
school room. Nature made the countenance of man to reflect the
spirit of his life. The faces which we lcve to look upon are those
which are really beautiful; and they are the faces of lovely persons.
No matter about Juno nor Apoilo. Scipo said, *“the counienance ol
holy wen are full of royal power.” The soul, such as it is, will shine
through.

Another of the unconscious educating forces is the voice, the most
evanescent and fugitive of things, and yet the most reliable as a reveal-
er ol sccrets—the voice, irrespective of what is said, simply as a sound.

Another is that combination of physical signs and emotions whic .
we designate in the aggregate as *“manners.” It was said that an ob-
server could tell, in the pariiament, in the moruing, which way the
ministerial wind blew, by the manner in which Sir Robert Peel threw
open the collar of his ceat. [t used to be said among the *‘old-school”
gentlemen and lacies, that a courtly bow could not be made without
a handsom stocking and slipper. But ihe principle that rules the life
is the sure posture naster. A wrong is inflicted on the school-room,
for which no scientific attainments can be an offset, by a coarse and
slovenly teacher and vulgar presence, munching apples or chestnuts,
like a squirrel, pocketing his hands like a mummy, prcjecting his heels
nearer the sky than the earth, like a clown, and belching sabiva like
a member of Congress.

After referring to the general neglect of the education of the imagina-
tion, Mr Huntington passed to remark on the.importance of this un-
couscious tuition to dull, stupid scholars. It is about all the tuition
they get, all they get pleasantly, and all that sinks in. What a jubi-
lee when they find a teacher who teaches by his looks and heart-beats
and spirit! He then gave a most graphic description of the scene in
& school-room on certain days, known to teachers as days when every-
thing scems to go wrong, and the spirit of mischief rules the pupiis.
Days when everything 1s harmouious were also described, and these
days of depresrion and elevation were represented as high and low
water marks which show the sweep of the tidal waters within the tea-
cher’s own breast. As the principles of physiology are better known,
the time may come when these special moods may be understood, and
their retarn predicted with as much certainty as an eclipse.

The saddest perplexity that teachers have to meet is to solve the
question how their moral duties may be wost effectually discharged.
‘When a child’s conscience and spirit are approached you confess the
uncertainties that invest that nature. Need it be so? lave we no
promise from God? Is their no covenant for us? Is not temptation
itselt subject to spiritual laws which we may more and more compre-
hend as we ascend nearer to Him who ‘‘has put all things under his
fo:t!” What we daily sow we shall reap. Whatisin us, willout. If
we mean to train disciples to Christian virtue we must tread the road
ourselves. The graces of Christianity must be set upon the breasts
of pupils by teachers who illustrate them by their own lives. In
closing, Mr. Huntington spoke of teachers as being, under Christ,
directors of an immortal rearing, ministers of our social institution,
the regulators of families, apostles to the church, fellow-helpers to the
truth of Him who is the Father of fawilies, King over all empires, the
head «f the church.  “If” said he, “1 heartily congratulate you on
such possibiiities and opportunities, will it be deemed a presumption
that [ have urged you 1o be disinterested in that friendship, wise
master-buiiders, faithful apostles 2"

TIUE TEACHER'S ART OF ASKING QUESTIONS.

The art of teaching, in its briefest, and perhaps best definition, is
the art of axking questions, It will be found on close inquiry, that
the successful teactier ditfers from the unsuccessful teacher in nothing
more than his ability to ask- questious and his mode of questioning,

It has been justly said that in answering a question the mind as-
Bumes a position of the intensest activity. Especially is this true if
the question itself is of such character and form as to appeal pointedly
to the understanding of the respondent. The mind that receives list-
lessly and without interest an asserted proposition, or assents passive-
ly to the truths conveyed in a lecture, is roused at once to strong and
indepeudent action when asked its opinion of such proposition or
truths. Called upon to speak, the soul at once rallies its powers of
thought to measure with an intelligent scrutiny the meaning of the
Question and to frame the proper reply. To quicken the mind to this
State of activity iS a main aim in the teacher's work, and is & most
essential element in his success. :

The best teachers rareiy teach by a direct statement of the truth
they wish to inculcate, or at least, till they have roused the attention

y some pertinent and skilful question. They seck to lead their
Pupil to enquire for, and discover truths for himself. Such in ancient
limes, was Socrates’ mode of teaching and such must ever be the
Mode of him who would teach successfully. Ile wno can ask ques-
tions rapidly, skillfully, and with energy—brief, plain, pointed ques-
tions has in him the main material of the true teacher.

We venture one ru.e only as to the proper character of questions.

They should be short and plain, but never suggest their answer. A
shrewd pupil may often guess the answer desired by the tones of the
teacher. Let your aim he, in each question, to find out just what the
pupil knows, and not to help him through his recitation.

And, finally, do not confine yourself to the questions. in the book.
This is to make the t-xt-hook the teacuer, and must ever fail to make
an earnest, active and intclligent pupil.  To the questions in the book

"he merely learns the answer; to your own he thinks it.—Michigan

Journal of Education.

POLITENESS AND GENTLE MANNERS IN TEACHERS.
BY REV. T. H. VAIL.

The letter of St. Paul to Philemon has been compared with the
famous letter of Pliny the younger, on a similar occasion, and with
one of the great Epistolographer, llorace, and has been pronounced
by the finest judges, altogether superior to them both.  Dr. Doddridge
remarks upon it, that it is * conducted with the happiest address,
and, in true politeness, may vie with that of the greatest masters of
epistolary style in antiquity,” and, again, in another place, that g
see here, in a most striking light, how perfectly consistent true
politeness is, not only with all the warmth and sinceriry of the friend,
but even with the dignity of the Christian and the Apostle.”

St. Paul was o teacher—and a very successful teacher. And canany
one doubt, for a moment, after reviewing the character and history of
this Apostle, that one of the very great instrumentalities of his suc-
cess—one of the the greatest simply natural instrumentalities—was
that he always preserved “ the maunners of a Christian gentleman §”

As an argument upon Christian politeness, let me remind you that
it is a direct precept of the Christian Scriptures—a positive command-
ment of the Holy Spirit of Inspiration: ¢ Be ccurteous.” Now has it
not been a customary opinion in the world, that courtesy or good man-
ners is a matter which has nothing in particular to do with rcligion?
And to many ears, 1 doubt not, it may sound strange to hear from the
Scriptures such a command as this, and to listen to a winister enforce-
ing, as one of the bounden topics of his preaching, the precept, ‘‘Be
courteous,”

But, in reality the acts of courtesy,or of true politeness in the mutu-
al dealings of men with men, proceed from the very dispositions of
Christianity. True courtesy is founded in benevolence It acts spring
from kindness of heart. The mere conventional rules of society—the
etiquette of the day—are fictitious and changeable—but true courtesy
is the acting out of benevolence. And the precept of the Scriptures
everywhere assert the rules: ¢ Be kindly affectioned one towards anoth-
er, in honor preferring one another,” -* Look not every man on
his own things, but every man also on the things of others.”"—
These are the rules of the very highest politeness as well as of
Christian forbearance. Mutual considerateness for one another—
the desire to oblige, and make one another happy — this is the
true courtesy, and this is the law of Christian love. There is an
honesty, even a bluntness, in the intercourse which we may have
with each other, which is not inconsistent wich the duty here required ;
but it is mingled with kindness—it is never divorced from gentieness.
The true Christian will be courteous. Whatever his bluntness, or his
ignorance of the artificial rules of socicty, his acts will still be courte-
ous ; for he maintains in his heart the spirit of gentleness and kindness.
Thus one of the tests of a man’s religion is, although it may sound
strangely, his courtesy.

Our fathers in a former generation, who tried to teach their children
to be polite—to rise up in the presence of the hoary head, to answer
modestly and with reverence to superiors and elders, and to treat their
mothers and sisters, and the female sex, with defercnce and wildness,
and honorable propriety—our fathers, I say, who taught their children
politeness, knew more of the real genius of Christianity than those
who now-a-days teach them that bad manners is the mark of indepen-
dence, and that vulgarity and grossness of deportment are identical
with manliness and freedom. True Christian courtsey is not confined
to set rules of artificial bebaviour,—it is another and a higher thing
than conformity to the fashions of the day,—it is the common property
of the rich and the poor, of the learred and the illiterate, of the farmer,
the artizan, the merchant, the professional man—it is acting benevo-
lently,—it is embraced in ohedience to that great law which Christ
has given to his people. and which if universally obeyed, would make
a new and blessed world of this old and wretched one. “Do unto
others as ye would that others should do unto you.”

There are three clnsses of per-ons with whom the teacher is brought
into association—the children, his pupiis—their parentsand guardians
—and society generally. In reference to his intercourse with each
of these classes I would say a few words.

1. In regard to the teacher’sintercourse with his pupils. Tn schoo)
and out of school he should always treat them politely. If we should
say that a teacher should maintain his authority over his scholars,
probably all would assent to the statement. But there may be some to
whom it will sound strangely, when Lsay, that itis equally essential tha
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the teacher should maintain his peliteness towards them, for politeness
is essential to authority. If youare polite to them, you make them re-
spect themselves as well as respect you, and self respect isa great security
against all the faults and errors to which children are subject in the
school-room. One of the greatest lessons which you can teach children
is that they should respect themselves—that they should have a sense
of personal dignity and responsibility. If they respect themselves,
they will study patiently ; they will obey their teacher ; they will be
orderly, and feel a pride in observing the laws and regulations of the
school. The moment you can induce a child to respect himself, that
moment you have secured the great agency of success. We cannot
dwell upon this, and need not, for you all understand it. Now a polite
and gentlemanly demeanor to your pupils shows them that you re-pect
them, that you do not look upon them simply as babeés—as creatures
of no consequence in themselves, to be governed as unreasoning ani-
mals—but that you look upon them as important, as capable of intelli-
gence and of feeling, that you respect them, and therefore treat them
deferentially and considerately. And when once your pupils realize
this from your manners towards them, they will immediately realize
that they are somebodies, that they are of some importance, that they
have a character touphold; they will, in short respect themselves, and
then your success with them is certain. I know a teacher, one of the
most successful in my acquaintance, and his power lies in this one
thing. He treats every boy or girl as if he were 2 man or woman, and
the children feel the influence mightily. He is not distinguished for
his learning, nor for any particular gracefulness of manner. He is of
fair and medium ability, and his manners, from his early associations,
are rather awkward. But he is truly polite, kind, respectful to
his pupils, treating each one with marked consideration, listening
attentively to their questions, quiet and collected, and making each
child feel that he considers each of them a gentleman or a lady, and
expects each one to act accordingly. And they d» actso. From a
noisy, unruly school, under another system, that school is orderly, still,
and marked by its spirit of politencss, and the progress of the pupils
is surprising. Respecting his pupils, the teacher induced his pupils
to respect themselves ; and then their success and his were secured.

1 believe, if you will examine the course of the most successful
teachers—those who in our public and in our select schools, have
attained the highest reputation—you will find that one of the most
successful elements of their success is in this, that they have uniformly
maintained towards their pupils the manners of Christian gentlemen
and ladies, But we pass to another head.

2. In regard to the teacher’s intercourse with the parents o~ guard
dans of the children under his charge, there is much that might besaid
‘We can only suggest one or two thoughts. Suppose a case of disci-
pline, which the parent misunderstands, and for which he comes and
asks an explanation, as he has arightto do. Now there are two ways
in which a teacher may meet the parent. He may throw bimself upon
his false dignity, and refuse an explanation, or else answer with seve-
rity and ill temper, which is always ill manners. Or he may receive
the parent kindly, and explain respectfully but firmly, and with gen-
tleness. In the former case he will make an enemy; in the latter he
will gain a friend. In the former case, he will create an opposition, and
mar his success. In the latter, he will accomplish co-operation and
extend his usefulness. In his visits from house to house, as is the
contract with many of our teachers, or, as in other cases, in his social
and voluntary visitings, he may effect much by his courtesy, the readi-
ness to oblige the genial spirit, the instructive and cheerful conversa-
tion—he may thus win over a whole district to be his helpers, and
strengthen the bonds of healthy discipline in his school. Every family
may be interested in him, and the children learn from their friends at
home to love and respect their schoolmaster, or schoolmistress, and to
profit by the instructions of the school. This is & wide topic but we
must leave it.

8. In regard, now, to the teachers intercourse with society generally,
let me tell you that the willing smile, the open hand, the bow, the touch
of the hat, the friendly word, the attentive act, are powerful aid in
{our calling. ‘Manners make the man,” said the old Bishop of Wy-

eham, and there is vast truth in the saying., At least, people will
judge of the man by his manners, And the manners which the man
cultivates will react upon his character and feelings, until his manners
will be the index of his heart, Cultivate the right heart—the benevo-
Jent, kindly heart—and express this heart, act it out in all your man-
pers. (God will help you, So will you be truly Christian gentlemen
and ladies, and be successful in your most noble, and most useful
profession.

MENTAL EXERCISE AND OLD AGE.

Jeremiah Mason said, “Unless a man occasionally tax his faculties
to the utmost, they will soon begin to fail.” Pregident John Adams
gaid to Mr. Quincy, who found him reading Cicero, *It is with an old
man as with an old horse; if you wish to get any work out of him,
you must work him all the time.," ;
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the number and date of any previous letters to which they may have occasion to refer
as it is extremely difficult for the Department to keep trace of isolated cases, where so
many letters are received (nearly 600 per month) on various subjects.

POWERS OF TRUSTEES IN REGARD TO THE
ERECTION OF SCHOOL HOUSES, PURCHASE
OF SITE, SCHOOL APPARATUS, &c.

The question, as to the extent of the powers of Common
School Trustees in regard to the erection of school houses, and
purchase of school sites, and of maps and apparatus, having
been frequently submitted to the Educational Department, we
deem it proper to give the following extracts from the Law on
the subject : -

From these extracts it will be seen that the Trustees have
been invested with ample and independent power, to collect
the necessary funds for all these purposes.

In cases where it is simply proposed to erect a new school
house on the present site, or to repair the old school house, the
twelfth section of the Common School Act of 1850, enacts,
“that it shall be the duty of the Trustees of each school section :

« Fourthly. To do whatever they may judge expedient with
regard to the building, repairing, renting, warming, furnishing
and keeping in order the section school house, and its appendages,
wood-house, privies, and enclosures, lands and moveable pro-
perty, which shall be held by them, and for procuring apparatus
and text books for their school ; also, to rent, repair, furnish,
warm, and keep in order a school-house, and its appendages, if
there be no suitable school-house belonging to such section, or
if a second school-house be required.”* 3. e. for a female school
see fifth clause.

Should there, however, be any dispute in regard to the selec-
tion of a new school site, previous to the erection of the school-
house, the eleventh section of the School Act of 1850 enacts,
“That in any case of difference as to the site of a school-house
between the majority of the Trustees of a school section and
a majority of the freeholders or householders, at a special meet-
ing called for that purpose, each party shall choose one person
as arbitrator, and the two arbitrators thus chosen, and the
local Superintendent, or any person appointed by him to act
on his behalf, in case of his inability to attend, or a majority of
them shall finally decide on the matter.”

The sixth section of the Supplementary School Act of 1853
also refers to this selection of school sites, &c., as follows :

« Provided always, that the Trustees shall take no steps for
procuring a school site on which to erect a new school house,
or changing the site of a school-house established, or that may

be hereafter established, without calling a special meeting of
S
* On appeal of the Chief Superintendent froth the judgment of a County
Judge, the Court of Queen’s Bench decided that Trustees have eq“‘l
authority to levy a rate for the erection of a school house, as for the sup”
port of aschool, 12 U. C. Q. B. R. See the sixth section of the Supple’
mentary School Act of 1858. In changing the site of a schoolhousé®
Trustees must first obtain the sanction of a public meeting.
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the freeholders and householders of their section to consider
the matter ; and if a majority of such freeholders and house-
holders present at such meeting, differ from a majority of the
Trustees as to the site of a school house, the question shall be
disposed of in the manner prescribed by the [preceding]
eleventh section of the said Upper Canada School Act of
1850.”

After the site, however, has been selected in the manner pre-
scribed, the same sixth section of the Supplementary Act en-
acts :

“That the Trustees of each school section shall have the
same authority to assess and collect school rates for the pur-
pose of purchasing school sites and the erection of school
houses, as they are now or may be invested with by law to
assess and collect rates for other school purposes.” ¢.e. By
the seventh and ninth clauses of the twelfth section of the
School Act of 1850, as follows: o

The seventh clause declares that, it shall be the duty of the
Trustees “to provide for the expenses of the school in such
manner [i. e. By rate bill, school rate upon property, or volun-
tary subscription,] as may be desired by a majority of the free-
holders or householders of such section, at the annual school
meeting, or a special meeting called for that purpose, and to
employ all lawful means, as provided for by this Act, to collect
the sum or sums required for such * * * expenses; and should
the sums thus provided be insufficient to defray all the ex-
penses‘ of such school, the Trustees shall have authority to
assess and cause to be collected any additional rate in order to
pay the * * * expenses of such school.”*

Should the Trustees prefer to have the amount required
raised by Municipal authority, the ninth clause of the same
(12th section) gives them authority “to apply to the Muni-
cipality of the Township, or employ their own lawful authority,
as they may judge expedient, for the raising and collecting of
all sums authorized in the manner hereinbefore provided, to be
collected from the freeholders and householders of such sec-
tion, by rate, according to the valuation of taxable property,
as expressed in the Assessors or Collector’s Roll; and the
Township Clerk or other officer having possession of such roll,
is hereby required to allow any one of the Trustees, or their
authorized Collector, to make a copy of such roll, as far as it
shall relate to their school section.”’t

To enable the Municipal Council to give effect to
this application from the Trustees, the eighteenth section

* These “ expenses” may, in addition to the cost of purchasing a school
site and the erection of a school-house, be *for any lawful purpose what-
soever” (see eighteenth c'ause), and may therefore include Collector’s fees,
law costs incurred in maintainiug or defending suits, or any other inciden-
tals connected with the office of Trustees, While Trustees are bound to
carry out the lawful decision of their constituents, no public meeting ean
limit or deprive them of the authority conferred by the latter part of t1is
(seventh) clause.

} Property rates must be levied equally on all taxable property whether
of residents or non-residents. The 17th sectiou of the Supplementary
School Act of 1853 restricts this (ninth) clause in its special application
to Trustees of rural school sections.

[Nore.—-The fifty-second section of the consolidated Assessment Act of
1853 authorises the County Treasurer to report to the Township Clerk
any lan.i liable to assessment, but which has not yet been nssessed ; and
the Clerk shall enter such land on the Collector’s roll of the following
year. The Treasurer is also authorised to correct any palpable error, as
certified by the Township Clerk.]

of the School Act of 1850 enacts; “That it shall be the
duty of the Municipality of each Township in Upper
Canada :

“ Firstly. Tolevy such sum, by assessmen!, upon the taxable
property in any school section,for the purchase of a school-site, the
erection, repairs, renting and furnishing of a school-house, the
purchase of apparatus and text-books for the school, books for
the library, salary for the teacher, and shall be desired by the
Trustees of such school section, on behalf of the majority of
the freeholders or householders at a public meeting called for
such purpose or purposes, as provided for by the twelfth see-
tion of this act:* Provided always, that such Municipality
may; if it shall judge expedient, grant to the Trustees of any
school section, on their application, authority to borrow any
sum or sums of money which may be necessary for the ‘pur-
poses herein mentioned, in respect to school-sites, school-houses
and their appendages, or for the purchase or erection of a
teacher’s residence, and cause to be levied upon the taxable
property in such section, such sum in each year as shall
be necessary for the payment of the interest thereon, and as
shall be sufficient to pay off the principal within ten
years.”

In regard to the time when the application from the Trus-
tees should be laid before the Council the seventeenth section
of the Supplementary School Acts declares, “ That no Town-
ship Council shall have authority to levy and collect in any
school section during any one year, more than one school see-
tion rate, except for the purchase of a school site or the erec-
tion of a school-house; nor shall any such Council have au-
thority to give effect to the ninth clause of the twelfth section
of the Upper Canada School Act of 1850, for the levying and
collection of rates for school purposes of any school section in
any one year, unless the Trustees of such school section make

application to the Council at or before its meeting in August
of such year.”

Should the Council, however, deem it expedient to raise the
necessary funds itself, either to erect school-houses or to as-
sist weak and poor school sectionst the third clause of the
thirty-first section of the Municipal Corporations Act (12th
Vict., chap. 81), enacts, “that the Municipality of each town-
ship shall have power and authority to make a by-law or by-
laws * * * for the purchase and acquirement of such
real property as may be required for common school purposes,
for building common school-houses, and for the sale and disposal
of the same when no longer required, and for providing for the

establishment and support of common schools, according to
law.”

* By this clause (restricted, however, in its application to school sec-
tions by the seventeenth section of the Supplementary School Act of
1858) it is imperative on Township Councils to levy and colleet, by a
general rate upon the property of the Municipality, such sums as may be
desired by the School Trustees, according to au estimate prepared and
laid before such Council,—or grant the necessary authority to the Trustees
to borrow the amount necessary for their purpo e—the Council providing
for the repayment of the principal and interest. In case of refusal, applica-

tion can be made to the Queen’s Bench for the issue of 2 mandamus to en-
force compliance.

t+ The first clause of the twenty-seventh section of the School Act of
1850 states that the County Municipal assessment “may be incrensed at
the discretion of the County Council, either to increase the county school
fund, or to give apecial or additional aid to new o1 needy school sections,
on the recommendation of one or more local Superintendents.”
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ANIMALS AND THEIR DWELLINGS.*

BY M. SCHELE DE VERE.

Iow carefully do animals chioose their dwellings. The bird weaves
its nest with surpassing skill ; the fish has its home in the reeds. and
the hydralcuse dwells forever in a diving bell. The fox perfumes,
with vilest smell, the badgei’s cozy lodging, and the holes of the mar-
mot or woodchuck,and thus makes them his own. The hermit-crab
drops the worn-out shell and chooses amorg thousands, another that
is newer and brighter.  Another crab has, like the children of the Alps,
three dwellings for as many seasons ; and at stated times, the parent
is seen with his numerous family gravely leaving the summer home on
the sea-shore, for the cooler cottage further inland, and in winter
climbing up to his quiet home in the mountains.

Some animals love to live in the midst of the din and turmoil of large
cities, as the stork that, in Juvenal's days, made his nest on the tem-
ple of Concordia, in the very centre of the tumult of great Rome.
Hadrian caused a medal to be struck in honor of the “‘man-loving bird.”
Others prefer company in their houses. Ants keep their aphides, or
beetle ; the pigeon and the castrel, love to dwell in gentle friendship
together.

The cherry-finch is even a socialist, and lives in Fourierite phalan-

steries. They make a common roof, impervious to rain, and better
able to resist the fiercest thunder storm than the tents and huts of the
Crimea. Under this, each pair has its own nest and separate en-
trance, and over three hundred pairs have thus been found living in
peaceful communion.
* * % * What strange and startling intelligence do they shew, in
the selection of proper materials for their varied dwellings. “How skil-
ful and choice the higher animals are in such matters, is known to all;
Lut even the humblest exhibit mysterious powers. The very lowest,
it is true, build no houses as yet, as the very highest build them no
more ; but all that do make a home, know marvellously well what materi-
als answer their purpose best.  Even the vilest worms often surprise
us, both by their skill and their careful selection.

The simplest of all architects are worms, that make themselves a
covering of slime and mud. The gold-haired amphitrite fashions for
herself a firm, conical shelter, built up of finest grains of sand, and
well cemented. Who has ever watched a caterpillar and failed to
wonder at its incomprehensible powers? He chooses his grass and
his fibers, his sawdust and clay, with grave circumspection ; he chews
them and mixes and pounds them, until they are neither t30 soft nor too
hard. He cuts off the hair of his own body, and, needing only short
fragments, he bites it into pieces of equal length. -

Place him in a jar, covered with paper, and he will make journey

after journey to the top, tearing off tiny pieces and shreds, and mak-
ing them scrve his great purpose. Give him red and blue cloth in his
prison, and he will weave it so skilfully, that the chrysalis dress will
shew you a regu'ar pattern, in which the two colors are blended. If
you destroy their work, the young will prefer light pieces to mend t.e
rent, whilst the old rather choose dark cloth. Have they, then, a sense
of color? What they discern by the eye, the moth does by smell. 1t
must smell the fur, in which it has to lay its eggs, or it would search
in vain. Hence we protect furs by camphor, and other strong smell-
ing substances, whose odor alone protect them by overpewering the
original smell.
* *x * * Animals discern their domiciles, evea with the lowest
capacities. The fish of the waier know and cherish their special dwel-
ling; some in sweet water aud some in salt water ; some a few feet be-
low the suface, others many fathoms below it. 1» many, liberty is
indispensable; some become blind in prison ; carp and gold-tish, kept
in captivity, produce monsters. The sluggish tortoise loves her houe.
A huge creature of the kind was caught by some English sailors near
the island of Ascension, and they burnt a name and dateinto its upper
shell. On their way to England it fell sick and, from sheer pity, was
thrown overbord in the Channel. Two years later the same tortoise
was captured enee more, now quite weli, near its old home, Ascension
What strange and inexplicable home sickness carried the slow, heart-
less creature four thousand miles back through the ocean, where there
is no track and no high-road?

It must be more than a mere dull submission to habit, that attaches
even animals to their childhood’s home. The swallow revels for a
season in the glare of distant Africa, and then returns to the north,
where siie finds the livtle vilage, the humble house, and the snug little
corner under the leaves. What man, endowed with alinost perfect

* From an article in “ Putnam’s Monthly” for April.

power of perception and faithful memory, would not often lose his way,
and have to inquire here and there? But the hird flies, straight as
an arrow, to the li:tle spot where it first tried its wings.

THE SYMPATHY OF BIRDS.

A gentleman observed, in a thicket near his dwelling, a number of
brown thrushes, that for several days, continued to attract his atten-
tion, by their lo.d crics and strange movements,

At length, so great was his curiosity, that he determined to ascertain
if possible, the cause of their ¢xcitement,

Un looking about in the thicket he found that one of the thrushes
had its wings so entangled in the bushes, that she could not. escape.
Near by was her nest, containing four young birds.

Without attempting to release the captive bird, he retired a short
ciztance from the place, when several thrushes made their appearance
with worms and other insects in their mouths,

These they gave first to the mother, and then to her young birds;
she in the weantime, cheering them on in their labor of love, with a
grateful song.

After viewing the interesting scene till his curiosity was satisfied, the
gentleman released the poor vird, when she flew to her nest, and her
charitable neighbours dispersed with a song of joy.

A kind-hearted little girl, whose happy face and joyous voice, remind
one of the merry songsters of the grove, on hearing this story, ex-
claimed, * Is it not beautiful ?

* How hapoy the poor bird must have felt to be released, and how
glad the young birds must have been to see their mother’sreturn! No
wonder the kind neighbors sang for joy ! :

Beautiful, indeed, it is! But I can tell you what is still more beau-
tiful.

It is that little girl who drops kind words, and gives pleasant smiles
as she passes along—who is ready to help every one she meets out of
trouble—who never scowls, never contends, never teases her com-
panions, nor seeks in any way to lessen, but always to increase, their
happiness.

Would it not please you to pick up a string of pearls, pieces of gold,
diamonds or precious stones, as you pass along the streets? But
pleasant words and kind actions are the true pearls and precious stones
that can nevet be lost.

Take the hand of the friendless. Smile on the
Be kind to those in trouble.
and joy.

Thus while you render others happy, you will not fail to be happy
yourself.— E. 1. Schoolmaster.

sad and dejected.
Strive everywhere to diffuse sunshine

SPARE THE BIRDS, BOYS !

On many farms we see the boys creeping round the fences with an
old musket, killing every little bird they see. Itisa mean business to
destroy the little songsters that render the fields vocal, and beautify
creation ; besides being suicidal to the furmer. By killing a bird Lie
may save a spear of corn or a head of wheat that the bird would have
eaten, but he has destroyed the great enemy of warms, that will take
hundreds of stalks, when the bird weuld have taken but one. Were
it not for the birds, our fields wonld be overrun by worms, and the
crops entirely destroyed. lu planting, put in euch hill six kernels,

One for the Blackbird,
One for the Crow,
One fur the Cutworm,
And three to grow ;

and the little birds in gratitude for the share aliowed them, will keep
the cutworm from getting more than his share.

Treat the birds kindly and they will hecome almost domesticated—
follow the plow, and pick up every siraggling worm that is turned up
from his dark dwelling. For doing so, they deserve well of the farm-
er, and no honest man will cheat them out of their port of the erop—
much less kill them for trying to getit. Spare the -irds, Boys!— Ohio
Furmer.

CARE OF BIRDS IN JAPAN.

A gentleman who was connected with Commodore Perry’s expedi-
tion, informs us that in Japan, the birds are regarded as sacred, anl
never under under any pretence, are they permitted to be destroyed.
Daring the stay of the expedition at Japan, a number of officers start-
ed on a gunning excursion. No sooner did the people observe the
slaughtering of their favorites, than a number of them waited upon
the Comnodore, and remonstrated against the conduet of the officers.
There was no more bird-shooting in Japan by American officers after
that: and when the treaty between the two countries was coucluded,

one express condition of it was, tha' the birds should always be pro-
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tected. What a commentary upon the inhuman practice of our shoot-
ing gentry, who are us eager in the pursuit of a tom-tit as of an eagle,
and indiscriminately shoot everything in the shape of a bird, which
has the misfortunc to come within reach of their murderous weapons.

The same gentleman states that on the top of the tombstones in
Japan, a small cavity or trough is chisclled, which the priests every
morning fill with fresh water for the use of the birds. Enlightened
America should imitate these beautiful customs of the barbarous Japan-
ese, if not by providing fresh water for the feathered warblers, at least
by protecting them from the worthless louts who so ruthlessly destroy
them. Unless something is done, and that speedily, our insectiverous
birds will be wholly exterminated, and then farewell to fruit growing.
A thousand plans have been suggested for the destruction of the cur-
culio, all of which have proved worthless. We have one which we
know to be infalible—protect the birds— Carlyle Democrat.

Miscellaneons.

AANAAANA A
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THE HEART.

If thou hast crushed a flower,
The root may not be blighted ;
Ifthou hast quenched a lamp,
Once more it may be lighted ;
But on thy harp, or on thy lute,
The string that thou hast broken,
Shall never in sweet sound again
*  Give to thy touch a token.
If thou hast loosed a bird,
Whose voice of song would cheer thee,
Still, still he may be won
From the skies to warble near thee;
But if upon the troubled sea,
Thou hast flung a gem unheeded,
Hope not that wind or wave will bring
The treasure back when needed.

If thou hast bruised a vine,
The summer’s warmth is healing,
And its clusters still may glow,
Thro’ the leaves their bloom revealing ;
But if thou hast a cup o'erthrown,
With a bright draught filled—oh ! never
Shall earth give back that lavished wealth
To cool thy parched lips’ fever.

The heart is like that cup,

If thou waste the love it bore thee;
And like that jewel gone,

Which the deep will not restore thee;
And like that strain of harp and lute,

Whence the sweet sound is scattered ;
Gently, oh! gently touch the chords

So soon fo: ever shattered.

ST. PAUL AT THE ACROPOLIS.—HIS ESTIMATE
OF MAN’S NOBLEST TRIUMPH OF ART.

We have rarely met with so eloquent and vivid a sketch of
. that memorable scene of “St. I'aul, preaching at Athens,” as
the following, taken from the Earl of Carlisle’s “ Diary in
Turkish and Greek Waters.”” The sketch is drawn with great
force and impressiveness, and pourtrays with equal beauty
and power the magnificent panorama of the Acropolis, as it
appeared in the days of St. Paul,—its historical associations and
its perfections of art on the one hand: and on the other, the
utter insiguificance of even the noblest efforts of man’s art and
skill when compared with the more enduring and higher glories
of that “better kingdom,” and more glorious “temple”
above, deseribed by the Apostle, as a “temple not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens !”

“ We passed in succession,” (says Lord Carlisle,) Hadrian’s
Arch, the Temple of Olympian Jupiter, the Fountain of

Callirhoe, the Bed of the Illissus, the Choragic Monument of
Lysicrates, the Site of the Theatre of Bacchus, the Portico of
the Furies, the Theatre of Herodes Atticus, the Areopagus,
and the Temple of Theseus.

“T have treaded all these pregnant names together, as the
object of the day was rather 10 make a general survey than a
more special study of separate beauties and glories. What is
admirable and wondertul, is the harmonious blending of every
detached feature with each other,—with the solemu mountaius,
the lucid atmosphere, the eternal sea,—all wearing the same
unchanged aspect as when the ships of' Xerxes were shivered
on that Colian Cape beneath: as when the slope of the Acro-
polis was covered with its Athenian audience to listen under
this open sky to (Eschylus and Sophocles, to the Agamemnon
or the (Edipus ; as when St. Paul stood on the topmost stone
of yon hill of Mars, and while summit above and plain below
bristled with idols, proclaimed, with the words of a power to
which not even Pericles could ever have attained, the counsel
of the true God. Let me just remark, that even the impressive
declaration of the Apostle, that ** God dwelleth not in temples
made with hands,” may seem to grow in effect when we
remember that the buildings to which he must have almost
inevitably pointed at that very moment were the most perfect
that the hauds of man have ever reared, and must have com-
prised the Theseum below and the Parthenon above him. 1t
seems to have been well that “ art and man’s device’’ should be
reduced to their proper level, on the very spot of their highest
development and glory. [Page 151.] hd * *

“Js it wholly fanciful (he remarks further on) to think, that,
in presence of St. Paul, on this spot of the Areopagus, some-
thing of allowance as well as of rebuke was conveyed to the
surrounding associations of the scene? The direct and imme-
diate object of his appearance and address here was undoubtedly
to annul the false sanctities of the place, to extinguish every
altar, strip every shrine, and dethrone every idol. This object
has been achieved with entire success. Whatever may have
been substituted in the interval, we may feel a reasonable
confidence that on the rock of the Acropolis, paganism can
never be reseated. The words of the man, “ weak and con-
temptible in bodily presence,” spoken on that rocky brow,
amidst the mocking circle, still live and reigns, while tongues,
and races, and empires have been swept away. But the pre-
¢minence of the true faith being thus secured, it surely need
not be with the abandoned shrines of Hellas, as with the un-
couth orgies of barbarous tribes, or the bloody rites of human
sacrifice. 1t could not have been without providential agency,
that within the narrow and rugged circuit, hemmed in by the
slopes of Parnes, Pentelicus, aud Hymettus, were corfcentrated
the master efforts of human excellence, in arts and arms, in
intellect and imagination, in eloquence and song. The lessons
of the Apostle have taught mankind that all other beauties and
glories fade into nothing by the side of the cross; but, while
we look at the cross as the law of our life; while we look to
that Apostle on the hill of Mars, at Athens, as the teacher
whose words of truth and soberness have superseded the wisdom
of all her sages and the dreams of all her bards, then, it then
only, it will be lawtul for us to enjoy the whole range of subor-
dinate attractions. It will be felt not to be without its import
that St. Paul himself did not refuse to illustrate Gospel truth
by reference to human literature ; nor without its import, too,
that those who did most to revive the express teaching, and
exhibit the actual spirit of St. Paul, Luther, Melancthon, and
their brother reformers, would have been conspicuous as the
revivers of classical literature, even it they had not been the
restorers of scriptural faith. And so for us, too, the long line
of the Panathenaic possession may seem to wind through t he
portals of the Propylwea, aud ascend the steps of the Parthenon;
for us the delicate columns ot the unwinged vietory may recall
the lineage of Miltiades and the shame ot Persia  For us the
melodious nightingale may still pour her plaint in the green
coverts of the sparkling colonos ; and bill,and plain, and grove,
and temple, may feed us unrebuked with their thronging images
of the past glory and the living beauty,” [Page 257. ]
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LITTLE BLOSSOMS FOR HEAVEN.

Others beside the aged are leaving the carcs of earth for the rest
and blessedness of heaven; those who have scarce looked beyond the
rose-tinted boundary of infancy, whose eyes have never been wet
by tears of sorrow or regret, whose hearts have never swelled with
disappointment, Little blossoms, who linger lovingly for a few brief
years on the threstold of time, and of whom we think, even while
worshiping their beauty and innocence,—are * passing away.”

THE FORMATION OF CHARACTER THE WORK OF
MOTHERS.

A husband and father addresses you, mothers! No human heart
can throb with deeper intensity while contemplating upon your end-
less toil, and adoring the goodness of God in making your hearts
fountains of endless affections.

The infant charge that dances upon your knee, and whose smile
fills your whole soul with a strange joy, is only the raw material of a
national blessing, whose mismanagement, however, on your part, may
convert into a social pest and a domestic curse,

The history of crime, when fairly understood and fully written out,
will compel attention to the subject of female education, bearing upon
maternal and domestic du‘ies, We see at once the connection that
exists between proper food at proper times, and the healthful physical
development of the young; and nothing but willingness to remain in
the dark, or dread of the self-denial implied in the subjection of the
maternal solicitude to the law of reason and the claims of the future,
prevent the young mother from seeing the same connection existing
between instant and universal obedience to her own understood will,
and the healthful moral development of her child.

I would not, if 1could, lessen the flood tide of the mother's heart;
the infirmities of hamanity and. the condition of the world will ad-
mit of no such thing; but I would carnestly call her attention to the
fact that she ought to be guided by enlightened reason, not by blind
instinet, in the treatment of her children : that she is working for so-
ciety as well as herself, and that heaven’s light, thrown down npon
our dark world, constitutes her a highly-important and deeply-re-
sponsible agent in the moral advancement and regeneration of the
nation. No schoolmaster, no minister of the Gospel, no legislature,
can perform the beneficent work of the mother. The infant is cast
upon_her care for the wisest and kindest purpose. The first im-
pressions (and they never die) are derived only from her. The in-
tellectua! form and the moral shadow of the mother are insensibly im-
pressed upon the child. The history of nations, of families, and of
individuals, confirms this fact. I could illustrate, but space forbids.
We complain of cruel husbands, they complain of uncomfortable
homes, and the courts of justice adjudicate, and to day is as fertile of
suffering and wrong as yesterday was, and no hope can we find for
to-morrow, or for any future time, butin ransomed motherhood—ran-
somed from ignorance and the blind indulgence of her child—which,
after all, is only the most fetid selfishness. What is to be done, dear
sisters? This—give no commands to your child that are not reason-
able and, in the sight of heaven, right. And this: see that they are
always and instantly obeyed. Let no sacritice of maternal feeling
induce you to lose sight of these requirements for a moment, else
who shall answer for the consequences to your peace, and the injury
that may be done to society ?

Attention to the advice given in this letter, by the kind hearts to
whom it is addressed, would do more to cure the social evils of the
country than all the reformatory institutions in existence, or that ever
may exist,

Until this subject is taken up by the accredited teachers of the
people, and pressed upon the attention of the most interesting portion
of the community, in the voice and with the power of affectionate
authority, society will undergo no radical change, and the grovelling
tastes of the masses will be guided in no upward direcction.— Britisk
Mother's Journal,

WELL-GOVERNED CHILDREN.

It is quite a mistake to suppose that children love the parents less
who maintain a proper authority over them. On the contrary, they
respect them more. It is a cruel and unnatural selfishness that in-
dulges children in a foolish and hurtful way. Parents are guides and
counsellors to their children. As a guide in a foreign land, they un-
dertake to pilot them safely through the shoals and quicksands of in-
experience. If the guide allow his followers all the liberty they pleasc
—if, because they dislike the constraint of the narrow path of safty,
he allow them to stray into holes and down precipices that destroy
them, to slake their thirstin brocks that poison them, to loiter in
woods full of wild beasts or deadly herbs—can he be called a sure
guide? And is it not the same with our children? They are as yet
only in the preface, or, as it were, in the first chapter of the book of

life. We have nearly finished it, or are far advanced. We must open
the pages for these younger minds.  If children see that their parents
act from principle; that they do not find fault without reason; that
th.y do not punish because personal offence is taken, but because the
thing in itsclf is wrong—if they see that, while they are resolutely
but affectionately refused what is not good for them, there is a willing-
ness to oblige them in all innocent matters—thev will soon appreciate
such conduct. If no attention is paid to rational wishes; if no allow-
ance is made for youthful spirits ; if they are dealt with in a hard and
unsympathizing manner—the proud spirit will rebel, and the meek
spirit be broken. Our stooping to amuse them, our condescending to
make ourselves one in their plays and pleasures at suitable times, will
lead them to know that it is not because we will not, but because we
cannot attend {o them, that at other times we refuse to doso. A
pert or improper way of speaking ought never to be allowed. Clever
children are very apt to be pert, and, if too much admired for it, and
laughed at, become eccentric and disagreeable, It is often very diffi-
cult to check our own amusements, but their future welfare should be
regarded more than our present entertainment. It should never be
forgotten that they are tender plants committed to our fostering care;
that every thoughtless word or careless neglect may destroy a germ
of immortality ; that * foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child;”
and that we must ever, like watchful husbandmen, be on our guard
against it. is indeed little that we can do in our own strength ;
but if we are conscientious performers of our part—if we earnestly
commend them in faith and prayer to the fostering care of their
Father in heaven; to the tender love of Him—the Angel of whose
presence goes before them, and who carries these lambs in His bosom
—we may then go on our way rejoicing, for “ He will never leave nor
forsake those who trust in Him."—British Mothers’ Journal,

THE EFFECT OF HOME INFLUENCE ON SCHOOL
GOVERNMENT,

In an address by H. K. Oliver, Esq., at Salem, Mass. he remarks:
Zvery teacher who hears me, will bear me out in saying, that from
the manifestations of the child itself, he can judge of the home in-
fluences to which it has been subjected ; that the language, conduct
and temper of the child, is the index of what exists at home in the
parents, in language, conduct and temper. Those wisest and best
governed at home, are most easily governed at school. When a mem-
ber of the Board of Visitors at the West Point Military Academy, in
1847, 1 enquired what portion of the Cadets were most readily brought
under subjection to the severe rules there in operation,—and the re-
ply was, they were the lads from New-England, because they were
best governed at home, and brought habits of obedience with them.
And this is universally true. The vices, the follies, the weakness, the
perversities of the parent, are repeated in the children, and often
magnified, and multiplied, and the labors under the school-roof are
proportionally magnified and multiplied, and the teacher is often com-
plained of, and decried, because he does not cure some disease, not
only incurable in itsclf, but which is aggravated, day by day, by
poisonous additions from those very fountains, whence healing waters,
and none other, should always emanate.

HOME EDUCATION.

Home education forms by far ton insignificant a part in the instruc-
tion of youth. It is, perhaps, the peculiar misfortune of the United
States, that the idea of education is always affixed 1o something away
from home. The boarding-school, the academy, the college, aro the
only places where many suppose it possible for young men and young
woren to receive an education. Home is regarded as only a piace to
eat, drink, and sleep. .

Parents gladly shuffle off the dutie and responsibi'ities of training
the heart and the social nature of their children, believing that if the
intellect is properly developed in the sct:00l, the whole man is educated.
Hgnce the miserably one sided and incomplete character of so many
even of our most able and talented men. Their heads have been cdu-
cated, but their social nature almost utterly neglected,

Awkward manners and a 1ude address are not the only evidences
that many a lawyer, professional man, or merchant offers us continually,
that his education has been wholly picked up away from home, or that
home was never raised to a level calculated to give instruction. A
want of taste for all the more genial and kindly topics of conversation,
and a want of relish for refined and innocent so:ial pleasures, give evi-
dence that a man'’s early life was not spent amid the sweet attractions
of a cuitivated, intelligent home,

Such persons, though they be ever so successful at their profession
or trade, are uncasy and out of their element in the social circle, be-
cause they do not appreciate it ; and how could they when they have
never been taught to use those social qualities which teach a man
to love his neighbor as himself, and to throw the suushine of a culti-
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vated understanding and the heart upon the little trifiing events and
enjoyments of ever) day life ?

We are not ignorant of the powerful influence of woman in any ques-
tion touching the improvement of our social and h 'me education. In
fact, it is she who holds all the power in this sphere; it is she who
really, but silently, directs, controls, leads, and governs the whole social
machine in this country. To women, and especially to women in the
country, we appeal for a better understanding and a more correct ap-
preciation of their true position. Ifthey will but study and labor to
raise the character of social life and home education, to make it more re-
fined and cultivated, the whole matter wiil be accomplished.

But this must be done truthfully anc faithfully, and without depre-
ciating the dignity or respectability of any calling. It must not be done
by taking for social growth the finery and gloss of mere city customs
and observances. It is an improvement that can ncver come from the
atmosphere of boarding-schools and colleges as they are now constitu-
ted. It may be done by a cultivation of the spirit of intelligcnce, of
order, neatness, taste, and of kindness, and a desire to make others
happy.

})};{ the family be supplied with books and periodicals. When eve-
ning comes, wheel the table into the centre of the room, bring on the
lights and gather around them: while the mother is busily engaged in
sewing, and the daughter with knitting, and the younger children in
some quiet but innocent game of amusenient, let the father or son read
from an interesting volume, now and then pausing, that all may join a
brief conversation on the subject, or perhaps stopping to listen when
one desires to make a remark, or ask any question relating to it.

From the associations of such a home, and family roows, and centre-
table, with its stores of knowledge, there would go forth into the world
to engage in the duties of life, young men and young women with a
social influence which would banish from society much of its selfish-
ness. 'The affections of those who leave such a home will cling Lo the
place where their minds first began to be developed, and they willseek
other centre-tables around which they still may gather with the shades
of evening, to drink in knowledge and wisdom and understanding.—
R. I. Schoolmaster.

——

RELIGION AND LOVE IN THE HOUSEHOLD.

There is nothing on earth so beautiful as the household on which
Christian love forever smiles, and where religion walks, a counsellor
and a friend. No cloud can darken it, for its twin stars are centered
in the soul. No storms can make it tremble, for it has a heavenly
anchor. The home circle, surrounded by such influences, has an
antepast of the joys of a heavenly home.

He is but half prepared for the journey of life, who takes not with
him that friend who will forsake him in no emergency—who will
divide his sorrows, increase his joys, lift the veil from his heart, and
throw sunshine around his darkest scenes,

If you love others, they will love you. 1f you speak kindly to them,
they will speak kindly. Love is repaid with love, and hatred with
hatred. Would you hear a sweet and pleasant echo, speak sweetly
and pleasantly yourself.~—Student and Schoolmate.

THE CHEAPEST I'REMIUM OF INSURANCE.

Gorge Sumner lately lectured in New York upon the Educational
characteristics of Europe, where he has spent several years. We ex-
tract the following brief paragraph:

« If there be any moial to the tale T have told, it may be summed
up iu a tew words. Pay your school tax without grumbling—it is the
cheapest premium of insurance on your property. You are educating
those who are to make laws for yourselves and your children. In this
State you are educating those who are to_clect your judges. Build
more school-houses ; they will spare you the building more jails. Re-
Mmember that the experiment of other countries shews that the deve-
lopment of free and extended education has been followed by public
aud private prosperity ; that financial success and political tranquillity
have blessed the lands which have recoguized its importance. Re-
member that education without freedem is barren in its vesults; that
frecdom without the education of the moral sentitpems soon runs into
anarchy and despotism ; and that liberty,. ever \'1gi1am‘ berself, de-
manding ceaseless vigilance in her votaries—liberty _wﬂl not linger
long iv those lands where her twin sister, knowledge, is neflected.”

SCHOOL-HOUSE FOR A MONUMENT.

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE FIRST LANDING OF THE PILGRIMS,

Cape Cod is well known to Scholars, as a long Cape extending into
the Atlantic Ocean some forty miles. It looks on the map like a pow-
der horn. On some parts of it nothing will grow except beach grass.
This is planted in some places by Government, to keep the sand from

blowing away. More than two hundred years ago, before any white
people had settled in New England, a ship anchored near the end of
the Cape, loaded with emigrants from liolland.

They were seeking a home where they might worship God, with-
out fear or molestation. The ship was the famous Mayflower, so much
spoken of in history. This was the first ship that ever anchored in
Massachusetts Bay, of which we have any knowledge. The passen-
gers then landed, and ascended a high hill, where they could get a
good view of the country. Finding it very barren and dreary, they
set sail and landed at Plymouth, just across the Bay.

1n 1854, a School-house was built on the same hill where the pil
grim band stood and looked out on a dreary desert shore. This house
was built to accommodate the High School at Provincetown, a place
now numbering 8,200 inhabitants. It is built in the Grecian order,
with massive columns, and surmounted by a tasty tower. Overthe en-
trunce of the building is the 1ollowing inscription: *In Commemora-
tion of the arrival of the Mayflower in Cape Cod Harbor, and of the
first landing of the Pilgrims in America at this place, Nov. 11, 1620.”
This tablet was presented by the Cape Cod Association, Nov. 11,1853,
—Student and Schoolmate

ANECDOTE OF MR. LAYARD.

From the Reminiscence of Eastern Travel, in an English Magazine,
we obtain the following anecdote of Mr. Layard, whose explorations
among the ruins of Nineveh have gained him a world wide reputation,

Austin Henry Layard now member of Parliament for Aylesbury,
found himself wandering about, on one occasion, somewhere near
Bokhara, in the upper provinces of India, and here his funds ran
short. lie called on a merchant, and requested him to advance him
some money

“Can’t do it,” was the reply, *“ as many fellows have imposed on
me with fictitious drafts; I've been too often taken in and done for.”

“ 0, well,” said Mr. Layard, ‘““as you please ; I have money at my
bank’?r’s in London ; and I will come and breakfast with you to-mor-
row.

“ Do so; I shall be happy to see you at breakfast.”

Next morning who should walk into this merchant’s room but a Per-
sian gentleman in full Oriental costume, who said “I have come to
breakfast with you, as I promised.”

“What?" said the merchant, “I don’t recollect having seen you
before.”

%0, yes you have ; you saw me yesterday, and I said I should re-
turn this morning.”

:: ]Y(ou”r;e Mr. Layard, are you ?” he inquired, considerably astonished.

es.

After breakfast, and when the traveller had told him his plans, and
aroused the interest of his host in his discoveries he expected to make
among the mounds around Mosul, in the plain of Shinar, where the

‘ruins of ancient Nineveh are supposed to be, the merchant said, “1'li
advance you money—tfive hundred pounds if you like ; how much do
you want {”

*0, I don’t want so much as that ; give me five pounds.”

“Five pounds?”

“Yes.” .

So he got the five Sovereings, put them into the sole of his shoe as
the safest place while travelling, and, having mounted his horse, he
rode away.

On his journey down to Assyria, he had to pass through the territ-
orics of the hostile Khan, who had already taken the lives of several
Englishmen, and was now trying to get hold of our traveller, whow he
knew to be roaming through his dominions. Mr. Layard knew this
and one day when drawing near his enemies, he wailed till the hour
of tiffin, when they were all in their tents at the forenoon meal, when,
putting spurs to his horse, he dashed into the midst of the hostile en-
campment, rushed into the chief’s tent, and plunged his hand into
a bowl of salt, which he immediately put to his mouth, exclaiming,
“Now | am safe.” ’

“Well,” said the chief, “you are safe.” He admired the boldness
and dexterity of the Englishman, but, above all, the faith thas reposed
in *the covenant by salt.” Having tasted the chief’s salt, he had
now a claim, not only on his hospitality but on his protection, and he
was safely escorted on his way to the scene of his future discoveries.

THE FASHION OF NATURE'S DRESS NEVER CHANGES.

There is one fashion that never changes. The sparkling eye, the
coral lip, the rose-leaf blushing on the check, the rounded form: the
elastic step are always in fashion, Health, rosy, bounding, gladsome
health, is never out of fashion ; and what pilgrimages are made, what
prayers are utte.red for its possession! Failing in the pursuit, what
treasures are lavished in cancealing its loss or counterfeiting its charms !

— Milliner's Guide,
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PHYSICAL FACTS AND INFERENCES.

‘rom Maury's Geography of the Sea.

Gurr Stream—It flows, a river in the ocean, with its banks well
defined in appearance, and m the temperature of its waters.  Its vol-
ume i3 said to be more than three thousand times greater than the
Mississippi. [t flows up hill rather than down; its lower surface at
its commencement, being several thousand feet lower than in its north-
ern sweep. A cold current runs by its side, or under it, from north
to south; as is evidenced by the fact that icebergs make their way
south, often in opposition to the Gulf Stream.

The Gulf Strean is roofed.  This is shewn by the falling away of
boats from cither side of the ridge to its banks or edges, and from the
fact that nothing is ever known to float over the Gulf Stream from
east to west, or vice versa.

It is *“ almost susceptible of mathematical demoustration, that to
overcomme the resistance opposed in conscquence of its velocity, would
require a force at least sufficient to diive at the rate of three miles an
hour, ninety thousand millions of tons up an inclined plane, having
an ascent of three inches to the mile.”

The course of the Gulf Stream is not deterinined by the outline of
the land along which it flows ; but to some extent it determines that
outline. The Gulf Stream is the great * weather breeder” of the
Atlantic. Storms either commence in it or proceed directly to it,
and follow its course for thousands of miles northward, till they are
spent.  These storms are of all degrees of force, from the gentlest
May shower to the most terrific hurricane.

The climate of Western Europe, is rendered milder than that of
America, six hundred miles further south, by mecans of the Gulf
Stream pouring its heated curreut, spreading fan-like far and wide
along the coast ; while along the Awmerican coast there flows a cold
current from the north, between it and the Gulf Stream.

“ Tt is the influence of this stream that makes Erin the ‘Emerald
Isle of the Sea,’ and that clothes the shores of Albion with evergreen
robes, while in the same latitude on this side, the coasts of Labrador
are fast bound in fetters of ice.”

To Dr. Franklin is ascribed the discovery of the higher temperature
of the Gult Stream.—.Normal School ddvocate.

A FACT WORTII REMEMBERING.

In about two and a half minutes, all the blood in the human frame,
sometimes more than two gallons, traverses the respiratory surface.
Every one, then, who breathes an impure atmosphere only two min-
utes and a half, has every particle of his blood somewhat affected.
Every particle has become less vital, less pure, less capable of resis-
ting disease, and repairing injury. Even so, * Evil communications
corrupt good manners,” and the soul can not remain long in the foul
atmosphere of wickedness, but it becomes tainted and corrupted.
Avoid bad company, abhor every thing that is evil, as you would con-
tagion !

“Tulerate them an hour or a moment, and they are sure to infect and
vitiate the nature,

THE LARGEST CITY.

There arc in the city of London more than 880,000 houses on an
area of thirty-six square miles ; the population amounts to 2,560,000
That of Pekin is supposed to be about 2,000,000,

LITTLE THINGS.

Springs are little things, but they are sources of large streams; a
helin is a little thing, but it governs the course of a ship ; a bridle-bit
is a little thing, but see its use and power; nails and pegs are little
things, but they hold the large parts of large buildings together; a
word, a look, a frown—all are little things; but powerful for good or
evil. Think of this, and mind the little things. Pay thatlittle debt—it's
a promise, redeem it; if it's a shilling, hand it over—you know not
what important event hangs upon it. Keep your word sacredly—keep
it to the chilidren—they will mark it sooner than any one else, and
the effect will probably be as lasting as life.  Mind the little things.—
Student and Schoolmate.

SEVENTEEN THINGS TO BE REMEMBERED.

Young people render themselves very impolite by : 1. Loud Jaughter.
2. Reading when others are talking. 8. Cutting finger-nails in
company. 4. Leaving meeting before it is closed. 5. Whispering in
company. 6. Gazing at strangers. 7. Leaving a stranger without a
seal. 8. A want of reverence for superiors. 9. Reading aloud in
company without being asked.  10. Receiving a present without some
manilestations of gratitude. 11. Making yoursell the topic of conver-
sation. 12. Laughing at the mistakes of others. 13. Joking others
in company. 14. Currecting older persons than yourself, especially
parents. 15. To commence talking before others are through. 16.

i
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Commencing to eat as soon as you get to the table. 17. In not
listening to what one is saying in company—unless you desire to shew
open contempt for the speaker. A well-bred person will not make an
observation whilst another of the company is addressing himself to it,
—Student and. Schoolmate.

THE WAY TO EMINENCE.
* Phat which other folks can do,
Why, with patience may not you?”

Long ago a little boy was entered at Harrow S -hool. He was put
into a class beyond hix years, and where all the scholars had the
advantage of previous instruction, denied to him. His master
chid him for his dullness, and all his then efforts could not raise him
from the lowest place on the foom. But, nothing daunted, he procured
the grammars and other elementary books which his class fellows had
gone through in previons terms. He devoted the hours of play, and
not a few of the hours of sleep, to the mastering of these; till, ina
few weeks he gradually began to rise, and it was not long till he shot
far ahead of all his companions, and became not only leader of that
division, but the pride of Harrow. You may see the statue of that
boy, whose career began with this fit of energetic application, in St.
Paul's Cathedral; for he lived to be the greatest oriental scholar of
modern Europe—it was Sir William Jones.

When young scholars see the lofty pinnacle of attainment on which
that vawme is now reposing, they feel as if it had been created there,
rather than had travelled thither. No such thing. The most illustri-
ous in the annals of philosophy once knew no more than the most
illiterate now do. And how did he arrive at his peerless dignity? By
dint of diligence ; by downright painsta’sing.—'* Life in Eurnest.”

THE HONEST BOY.

A gentleman from the country placed his son with a dry-goods
merchant in street. For a time all went well. At length a'lady
came to the store to purchase a silk dress, and the young man waited
on her. The price demanded was agreed to, and he proceeded to fold
the gonds. Before he had finished, he discovered a flaw in the silk, and
pointing it out to the lady, said:

“ Madam, T deem it my duty to tel! you there is a fracture in the
sitk.”  Of course she didd not take it. )

‘T'he merchant overheard the remark, and immediately wrote to the
father of the young wan to come and take him home; “fur,” said he,
“he will never make a merchant.”

The father, who had ever reposed confidence in his son, was much
grieved, and hastened to be informed of his deficiencies.

“ Why will he not make a merchant?” asked he.

“Because he has no tact,” was the answer. “Only a day or two
ago he told a lady, voluntarily, who was buying silk of him that the
goods were damaged, and I lost the bargain. Purchasers must look
out for themselves. If they can not discover flaws it would be foolish-
ness in me to tell them of their existence.”

¢ And is that all the fault?” asked his parent.

“Yes,” replied the merchant, ‘ he is very good in other re=pects.”

“Then T love my son better than ever, and thank you for telling me
of the matter; I would not have him in your store another day for the
world.”

GRATTAN'S FIRST SPEECII.

When he arose curiosity was excited and onc might have heard a
pin drop in that crowded house. It required, indeed, intense atten-
tion to catch the strange and long, deep-fetched whisper in which he
began ; and T could see the incipient smile curling on Mr. Pitt’s lips at
the brevity and antithesis of his sentences, his grotesque gesticulations,
peculiar and almost foreign accent, and harsh articulation and counte-
nance. As he proceeded, however, the sneers of his opponents were
softened into courtesy and attention, and, at length, settled in delight
and admiration.  Mr. Pitt beat time to the artifical but harmonious ca-
dence of his periods, and Mr. Canning's countenance kindled at the
brightness of a fancy which in glitter fully eqnalled, in real warmth
and power far exceeded his own. Never was triumph more complete.

—Lord Holland,

OUR LANGUAGE.

Speakingeof the formation of our language, Trench says :—** The
Anglo Saxon is not so much one element of the English language, 28
the foundation of it—the basis. All its juints, its whole articulation, its
sinews and its ligaments, the great body of articles, pronouns, con-
junctions, prepositions, numerals, auxiliary verbs, all its smaller words
which serve to knit together and bind the larger into sentences—these,
not to speak of the grammatical structure of the language, are exclu-
sively Saxon. The Latin may contribute its tale of bricks, yea ©
goodly and polished hewn stones, to the spiritual building, but the
mortar, with all that holds and binds these together, and constitutes
them into a house, is Saxon throughout.” '
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MEANS OF EDUCATION IN ST. PETERSBURG.

The University of St. Petersburg is one of the most recent acade-
mies of the Russian Emwire. Catherine T had instituted in her
capitai a Normal gvmnasium, which in 1819 was elevated to the rank
of uriversity. In 1824 it nuimbered only thirty-eight professors and
fifly-one students. In 1841, fifry-eiaht professors and a hundred and
three students. Its expenses each year amounted to 300,000 francs.
The salary of the ordinary professors is 5,800 francs, that ofthe extra-
ordinary ones 4,00 francs. With this university are connected nine
gymnasiums and two hundred and eighty-six schools of an inferior
order, which in 1811 contained sixteen thousind and fifty-four pupils,
The curator of this university, Prince Gregory Wolkonsky, has a repu-
tation for thorough knowledge acquuired here and in foreign countries.
It is he who rules this institution and the schools connected with it,
under the direction of M. Ouwaroff, one of the most intelligent and
sensible men in the literary world.  The emperor honors this faithful
minister with a particular regard, and all Russia owes him gratitude
for the services he has rendered her in the course of his long admin-
istration.

The school of mines is the vast and splendid institution, which has
already rendered great services to Russia, and which must, in the
future, render greater still. Tt was foundad by the Empress Catherine,
in 1773, and re-organized in 1234, It is now under the direction of
General Schefkine, who unites to extensive acquirements an amiabili-
ty of disposition which T am not the first to eulogize. This school
contains three hundred and twenty pupils, civided into two sections :
the first pursucs the Greek and Latin courses, as in college; the sec-
ond enters into the abstruse studies of the mathematical and Physical
sciences. Part of the pupils are maintained at the expense of the
government, and others pay their own expenses. On leaving the
school, the pupils are sent to the manufactories, where they must
spend two years in practical studies; then they enter the service of
the government, either with the grade of officers or that of superin-
tendents, according to the studies they have pursued and the aptness
they have shown.

The collections of this School of Mines are magnificent; one finds
there a complete assemblege of the mineral wealth of the North, of
the finest productions of the Ural Mountains and of Siberia: a block
of emerald containing twenty-three of these precious stones, the small-
est of which is an inch long; a piece of native platina weighing ten
pounds, and valued at 100,000 francs; a block of malachite more than
four feet in diameter, and a quantity of pearls, topazes, and diamonds.

1 also saw for the first timie the entire skeleton of a mammoth, that
monstrous animal beside which an elephant would seem small. When
he formerly roved over the vast plains where his bones now lie buried
the earth must have trembled beneath his feet.*

@bucational Jutelligence.
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CANADA.,

UPPER OCANADA COLLEGR.—RETIREMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL AND FRENCH
MASTER.

Yesterday we witnessed the annual recitations and distribution of prizes;
the attendance was limited chiefly to some of the parents and friends of
the pupils ; but it was no small gratifieation to meet there our worthy ex-
cellent Bishop, who has ever shown himself the warm sapporter of this
Tustitution. This day will ever be marked in the anna's of the Cullege,
us witnessing the retirement of two of its Musters, one of whom, Mr,
Barron, has been connected with it twenty-two years, and of these, as
Pl'incipd, fourteen; the other, Mr. De la Haye, tweuty-seven—since its
original organization. The distribution of the Prizes was made by the
Prineipal, accompanied by remarks in each case, which must have been
equally gratifying to the boys and to the masters.  After this, the suceess-
ful competitors of the exhibition were ealled up to sign their names.
After concluding his official duties, Mr. Barron announced, that his official
Connexion with the C)liege would now cease. The Rev. Mr. Stennett
then care forward, and on the part of the Masters, presented an address
%o the Principal, accompanied by the gift of a portrait to the College, and
A silyer wine-cooler to Mr. B. himself. The portrait was painted by Mr.

U e

* The inhabitants of Siberia, astonished at the quantity of bones of the mammoth
Which they find in the ground, and which overflowing rivers wash {rom their beds,
ve imagined that this animal lives under the ground, like a mole. and perishes if
Mruck by the lizht of day. The Chinese, who have alvo, doubtless, mammoth bones
1 the northern parts of their empire, have adopted a similar fable.

Berthon, and is an excellent likeness. The wine-cooler is simple and
plain, with a suitable inseription. After Mr. Barron's reply, Mr. Stennett
read an address to Mr. De la Haye, accompanied with the preseut of a
handsome chimney-piece clock with glass case. Mr. De la Haye replied
in very suitable terms. Muster Bethuue, of the seventh form, then came
forward and presented an address from the Upper Caaada College Boys
to the Principal, accompanied by a beautiful silver epergne and sulver.
This address was sigued by all the boys actually at College, about 250 in
number. Mr. Barron’s beautiful and affectionate reply needs no comment.
Mr. Barron then turned to Mr. De la Haye, and in highly complimentary
terms to bim and his whole family, requested his acceptance of a hand-
some silver-mounted glass butter cooler, which he hoped he might find
useful in his new rustic habitation, aud where he (Mr. B.) hoped he would
long enjoy that competency which he had so well earned. Aftera few
short remarks, scarcely audible from emotion, he (Mr. B.) then begged his
Lordship the Bishop to close the meeting with the divine blessing. This
was done, and thus terminated the day’s proceedings—proceedings which
will be long remembered by those who were present.—Daily Culonist,
24th July.

Literary and Scientific Intelligence.
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HOW THE SUBMARINE TELEGRAPH CABLE 1S MADE.

The process of making this cable consists in taking copper wire, of a
small size, of the requisite length, and completely insulating it, by means of
gutta percha. Three copper wires, thus enveloped, are placed together, side
by side, in as compact a space as posgible, all the interstices between them
being filled with rope yarn. These three insulated wires are then twisted
aroun’ each other, by means of machinery, as in the strands of a rope, and
the whole is completely surrounded by another envelope of gutta percha
A transverse section of this cable gives the appearance of a solid gutta
percha rope, in which appears three copper wires, running through its whole
length. This is enveloped by twelve distinct large iron wires, running parallel
to it, which are strongly twisted around the gutta percha rope, as before, by
means of machinery, at an angle of 45 degrees; this is then smeared with
tar, and is ready for use. Its diameter is an inch and a half—Student and
Schoolmate.

VitLLace Lisrar1es 1¥ Yorgsuire.—The beautiful mansion and classic
domain of Castle Howard, the princely seat of His Kxcellency the Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland, was thrown open last week to celebrate the fourth
anoiversary of the establishment of Village Libravies in the district around.
The festive part was comprehended in tea and cakes, for which upwards
of three thousand shilling tickets were issued. The Malton Messenger
says:—* The castle and grounds were, by the generous order of the noble
proprietor—the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland—thrown open for the fete.
On the north front of the castle, in the general park, there was a kind of
fair for the entertainment of those who did not join in the festival, and
these amounted to nearly 2,000 people. There were stalls of different des-
criptions, supplied with the usual delicacies, including tea and ginger-
beer; while at another part there was a cricket mateh, and many other
amusements, not forgetting, amid the great attractions, the unwearied
efforts of an humble minstrel to supply some rustic maidens with sweet
sounds, while they engaged in the merry dauce, and the oft-repeated tale
of the unlettered showman, who was vociferously reciting the story of the
Alma, ‘accompanied by illustrations.” ” The report exhibits the good
effects of this admirabie system of Village Libraries. “The third annual
report shews that the present position of the Castle Howard United
Villages Itinerativg Library is very encouraging. Branches have been
opened in the fifteen villages, besides four sections of books in different
parts of the town of Malton. The library contains 1,050 volumes of well-
seleeted books of staudard literature, whose mission is to soften and
civilise ; including the best attainable works upon practical and scientific
improvements in the various branches of farming—the last particularly
suitable to an agricultural district. The issues of books in the year have
been 8,280 which have been distributed as follows among the several
classes of works:—History, 1,090 ; biography, 620; voyages and travels,
1,160 ; miscellaneous, 3,015, fiction, 2,009 ; natural history, farming, &e.,
386. It is gratifying to have fo state that the fair sex are great readers,
The financial state of the association is very encouraging.”
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ANEROID BAROMETER.

“ Aneroid"—This word, as applied to the vacuum barometer, is a
modern cvinage; and is compounded of a privative, and the obsolete
adjective vnpés, “ humidus.” The motion of the index on the dial-plate of
the instrument is produced by the pressure of the atmosphere upon a
corrugated iron box, from which the air has been exhausted. There being
no fluid used in the counstruction of the barometer, it is, therefore, not
inaptly designated “ Aneroid,” i. e. moistureless.— Notes and Queries,

Departmental Wotices.
To Municipal and School Corporations in Upper Canada.
PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

The Chief Superintendent of Education is prepared to ap-
portion one hundred per cent. upon all sums which shall be
raised from local sources by Municipal Councils and School
Corporations, for the establishment or increase of Public Libra-
ries in Upper Canada, under the regulations provided according
to law.

In selecting from the Greneral and Supplementary Catalogues,
parties will be particular to give merely the catalogue number
of the book required, and the department from which it is se-
lected. To give the names of books without their number and
department, (as is frequently done,) causes great delay in the
selection and despatch of a library. The list should be written
on a distinct sheet of paper from the letter, attested by the
corporate seal and signature of the Trustees; or by the cor-
porate seal and signature of the Reeve or Clerk of the Muni-
cipalities applying for libraries. See accompanying Form.

SCHOOL MAPS AND APPARATUS.

The Legislature havinggranted annually, from the commence-
ment of 1855, a sufficient sum of money to enable the
Department to supply Maps and Apparatus (not text-books)
to Grammar and Common Schools, upon the same terms as
Library Books are now supplied to Trustees and Municipalities
the Chief Superintendent of Education will be happy to add one
hundred per cent. to any sum or sums, not less than fivedollars,
transmitted to the Department ; and to forward Maps, Appara-
tus, Charts, and Diagrams to the value of the amount thus
augmented, upon receiving a list of the articles required by the
Trustees. In all cases it will be necessary for any person,
acting on behalf of the Trustees, to enclose or present a written
authority to do so, verified by the corporate seal of the Trus-
tees. A selection of articles to be sent can always be made
by the Department, when so desired.*

* The Form of Application should be as follows :

81w, — The undersigned, Trustees [ Reeve, or Clerk] of:
——, being anxious to supply the Section (or Township) with
suitable school requisites, [or library books,] hereby make appli-
cation for the [maps, books, &c.,] enumerated in the accompany-
ing list, in terms of the Departmental notice, relating to maps
and apparatus, [or library books.) The [maps or library books)
selected are, bond fide, for the use of the school [or munici-
pality :] and they hereby pledge themselves and their succes-
gors in office, not to dispose of them, nor permit them to be
disposed of to any private party or for any private purpose
whatsoever ; but that they shall be appropriated exclusively to
the use of the school, [or municipality,] in terms of the Regu-
lations granting one hundred per cent. on the present remit-
tance.

In testimony whereof, the Trustees [ Reeve, or Olerk] of the
—— above mentioned— hereto affix their names
and seal of office this——day of- , 1856—, at ——.
[NVame.] [Seal.]

—to procure for us the

in terms of the foregoing
[ Name of Trustees, &c.]

To TaE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EpvucaTioN, ToroNTO.

Nore.—A Corporate Seal must be affixed to the foregoing
application, otherwise it is of no legal value. Text-books
cannot be furnished on the terms mentioned above. They
must be paidfor in full at the net catalogue price. The 100 per
cent. will not be allowed onany sum less than $5, which must be
remitted in one sum for either library or maps and apparatus.

SCHOOL REGISTERS.

School Registers are supplied gratuitously, from the Depart-
ment, to Grammar and Common School Trustees in Cities,
Towns, Villages and Townships by the County Clerks—through
the local Superintendents. Application should therefore be
made direct to the local Superintendents for them, and not to
the Department.

We hereby authorise
————above mentioned,
application.

VICTORIA COLLEGE.
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.
HE COLLEGE has directed the following PROFESSORIAL AR-
RANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION, to commence on the FIRST
of OCT- ‘BER next, and to continue for Six Months:
JOSEPH WORKMAN, M. D,
Emeritus Professor of ¢ bstetries.
G. STRATFORD, M. R.C. S, Exg,,
Emeritus Professor of Surgery.
HON. JOHN ROLPH, M D M.R.C.S, Exe.,
Professor of Anatomy and Physiology.
W. T. AIKINS, M. D,
Professor of Principles and Practice of Surgery,
M. BARRETT, M. A,M. D,
Professor of Chemistry and Institutes of Medicine,
HENRY H. WRIGHT, M.D,
Professor of Principles and Praclice of Medicine,
UZZIEL OGDEN, M.D,,
Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics.
HON.J. ROLPH, M.D,,
Professor of Ubstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children.
Demonstrator of Anatomy appointed by Professor of Anatomy.
The New College Building will be arranged to afford the necessary
Theatre and accommodation for the Department.
The Hospital now affords the necessary facilities to the Students.
The Fees correspond to those of Queen’s College, Kingston.
For particulars as to Curriculum, Graduation, &c., apply to the Subseri-
ber, Dean of the Faculty ; Kesidence, Gerrard Street Vgest.

JOHN ROLPH, Dean, &e.
Toronto, Aug. 28, 1856

COMMON SCHOOLS.
A TEACHER, who will undertake to obtain a FIRST CLASS CER-
TIFICATE in any County, wishes an engagement. lle can prepare
youths for the Universities. A Southern or South-Western County pre-
ferred. Good references. Address Box 33¢, Toronto.

ADELAIDE ACADEMY, HAMILTON.
(Incorporated by Act of Parliament.)
FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG LADIES.
HE NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR will commence on the first of
September.
Reference is politely permitted to the following gentlemen, and to the
numeious Patrons of the Academy:
The Hon. Sir J. B. Robinson, Chief Justice; The Hon. Robert Baldwin,

C. B.; Rev. Matthew Richey, D.D.; Rev. E. Wood, President, W.M.C.;
Rev. R. Burns, D.D.

J. B. HURLBURT, A.M, LL.D.
MRS. J. B. HURLBURT,

Hamilton, 19th July, 1856. Principals.
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