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filllT .\SSiOOI/VTf(>N IjAV THEIK CASE IlEl'OKR THE tM)VEUNMENT-

s • 1.- si'LHt'ir HV Tin; I UKHinENT OF THE ASS(K'T ATTOV

On IHiesdiiy, the 22ik1 Jaunary, 1889, the Privy
Coifncil of "CiUiUila receivoil an inflnontial deputa-
tion representing the Copyright Associaliou of

('anada, consiBting of Mrasrs. J. Kohs liobertsou,

Prefridont ; II. T. LancetielJ, Socrotary ; W. Bryoe,
A. W. Croi], D. A. Rose, A. S. Irving and G. H.
HnckJing, of Toronto, and Messrs. .lohn Jjovell,

John Macfartauo, ,7. D. KoUand and P. A. Crossby,

Montreal.

The Miuistors present were :—Hons. Macken-
zie Bowell (Arting Pr<>8ident in the absence of Sir

.Tohu Macdonald ), J. H. Pope, Oeo. E. Foster. Sir

.Tulin' Thompson, John Costigan, 0. H. Tapper,
John Haggart, Joliu Carhng and E. Dewdney.
Mr^ KobortBon, in addrwsing the CouncU, said

—Hon. gentlemen—We are hero to-day as a depu-
tation from tlie Canadian Copyright Association

—

an Aysociation tlie membership of which extends
over every province of the Dominion. We appear
with your juTmissiou to ask for legislation relating

to Copyright, and for that purpose we have
brought with us a memoriiJ, which I consider one
of the most important documeute ever presented to

the (lovernnjciit. With your permiseion the

secretary will now road it.

Sir. Laudiefield then read the petition to the
Govemor-in-Couuci!.

THE rKE.SIDENT SPEAKS.

Mr. Ri^iberison then addressed the Ministers as

follows :—This petition or memorial, Gentlemen, is

signed by over 2,000 persons, comprising repre-

sentatives from all the Provinces—New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, North-
West Territories, anil lirilisli Columbia—including
ovor oOO }>noki5ellerB in 'I'ornnto, Hamilton, St.

Catharines, London, Brantford, Wootlsto<?k, King-
ston, Ottawa, Montreal. Halifax, St. John, and
other cities and towns in the Dominion, 300 pub-
lishers and manufacturers, and over 1,500 lyj)e-

Hcttt>rB. stereolyjiers. book-binders, paper makers,
and others engtigeil in industries which ]>ertain to

the art of book mtdting iu Canada, includin;^ the
otKcial seals of such inflnential labor bodies as the
Typographical Unions of Toronto, Hamilton, Lon-
don and Ot tuwa, and the Bookbinder's Asseuibly,

Knights of Labor, of Toronto. The memorial
carries with it its own story, and no wc-ds of mine
can impress more thoroughly than it does, on the

minds of you gentlemen who have control iu mat-
ters of legislation in Canada, and who can aid us

TO SECTTRE THE KIOHTS

to which wo are entitled. The Assfjciation that I

have the honor, together with the other uiembers
of the deputation present, to represent, is com-
prised of manufacturers, pulilisht^rH and others

interested in the trade of book muking and book
soiling, and involving capital to the extent of many
millions of dollars, representing interests that are

of s\ioh ft large and varied character that we fancy

when you have read over our memorial carefully

you will give it fair consideration, and agree that

what wo ask for shall be granted us. Tliis aasocia-

tion was formed about twelve jufrnths ago, at the

time the Berne Copyright bill was iirst introduced

into the Cfmadian parliament. Tim Association

felt that such a bill would be dotriinental to the

best interests of the Canadian trade, and we wait-

ed uj)on the Goveminent, and you wore good
enough to hold over at that time any contemjjlated

legislation in the matter, so that wo might bring

before you in a more comprehensive n\amior the

views of the publishers of Ihe i)<miinioi). What
wo ask in this memorial is based strictly on the

lines of the National I*olicy—a policy that to-day

is the plank on which this Government controls

the country—a policy which was adopted, as far

as copyright is concerned, in 1870, reiterated in

1872, and again in 1875, when it was distinctly

provided that copyright in Canada oould only bo
secured when the book was printed and publi.ghed

in this country. We felt that the elTects of the

Henu-) Bill woidd be to jiraclically emasculate the

entire trades in this Dominion in connection with

books, and that the jjublishors woidd be ruine<l.

So far as the operation of that bill goes, the in-

habitants of Trijjoli and Tunis, where lilcr.iry

merit is at a premium (?) for the purposes of

copyright

WOULD HAVE EVEN GREATER PRIVtIiKOES

than we in Canada, imd that the inhabitants of

Spain, Switzerland, Tunis and 'I'ripoli would be
better off in Canada for copyright purposes than
Cimadians themselves. Why ':" Because a
Canadian must manufacture his book in Canada to

secure copyright, while under the Berne Bill the

(rerman, the Swiss, the Englishman or the French-
man is given copyright in Canada withovhthe
necessity of nianufacturing the book in Canada,
as the native Canadian must. Again, if the Berne
Bill were adoptotl in Canada booksellers would bo



COPYRIGHT IN CANADA.

placetl lit a great disadvantago by the Cauuiliiiii

publisher uot being able to secure a Cauadian
copyright, booksellers in the Dominion would not
have Caniidian-innde reprints at tiioir disposal.

Further, ])y the IJorno Bill no one could import
from the United Htatos reprints of English copy-
iight works which are to-day furnished to the

Canadian pul)lic at prices ranging from 25 to 75c.

The publication of educational works containing

extracts from copyrighted books woulil also bo
stopped, and what is most important is that this

Berne Act would bo retro-active and would apjily

to every l)Ook that is a British cojjyright to-day

—

the importatit)n of which into Canada woiild be
prohibited. To-day tl»e Canadian reader can se-

cure for .50 cents the reprint of an EngUeh book,

which, under the Berne Act, he would only bo able

to obtain from across the sea at a cost of about S7.

TIIK CAXADIAN PUBliIC

would bo utterly unable to pay such a price, and
the, result woidd be that they would have to go
without the works. Take the case of one book
which is well known, " In Far Lochabar," by Wm.
Black. That work is not published in Canada and
the English publisher declined to allow it to lie-

reprinted in Canada. What follows ? Tlie price

of a British edition is thirty-one shillings and six

pence. By going lo the United States we are en-

abled to get a cni>y in paper for 40 cents and in

cloth for $1.25. In the case of that celebrated

work, which conmiauds the attention of the reading

world to-day (I mean "Robert Elsmere,") the

same thing applies. The English publisher de-

clined to sell the (.Canadian copyright to a Cana-
dian publisher. Practically he sfiid, " No, I won't

seU to you. Yon itmst either buy the American
edition or go without it." The result is that some
20,000 copies of this book have been imported from
New York into this country and sold at 50 cents.

The pubhcation of "Robert Elsmere" is a strong

justiiicatioii of the ground we take. Had that

work been ])ublishcd in this country it would have
involved an expenditure of some thousands of

dollars, and if the act which we have framed were
law to-day, Mrs. Ward, the authoress, on this

edition of 20,000 copies, woidd have obtained a

royalty of ."i^LOOO, whereas she does not now re-

ceive a dollar from Canada. The book-l)inders,

stereotypers, paper makers, and type founders

would likewise have felt the beneficial inlhiences

flowing from the production of these books in

Canada. Hero in Canada we are in a peculiar

position.

WE HAVE 3,000 MIXES OF UOKDER.

The American publisher imports an English
copyright work and reprints it, but we cannot re-

print it in Canad;;, and the Canadian publisher,

with his types and machinery, cannot get the pri-

vilege of re-publication even if he were to pay the

27^ per cent, duty, that is the 12J per cent, speci-

fic and the 15 per cent, ad valorem duty as a roy-

alty t<i the English publisher. This, we claim, to

be unjust, and say that we (-! tuld be placed on a

more equal footing with the ( nited Stales pub-

lishers. A very largo amount of money is invested

in the printing olfices and book manufacturing es-

tablishments in the Dominion, but the English
publisher, Avith that keen eye to busine.'^s which
has always characterized him, has persi.Htently re-

fused to sell the Canadian market to the Canadian
pubhsher, imd says that the American publisher

shall have the entire Americiui continent as liis pre

fferve. , He literally farms out Canada as a piib-

lishing ground, and says to us, "If you want
books you nuist go to the markets of New Y^ork

and Boston lor them." Ho it is to-day, the Eng-
lish publisher declining to sell maiay of the best

and most popular books to any one in Canadii.

Take the case of "Blackwood," that can now Ix

boiight in (Janada for ilO or 40 cents. Under th(^

Berne Act "Blackwood" would cost 75 cents and
" Littell's Living Age," which contains extracts

from all (!opyright works, could not bo imported
at all. To-day the Americans can obtain copy-

right in ('anada through English publishers, while

the Canadian, with his machinery, types, energy
and enterprise, cannot obtain copyright in the

United States. In fact, the American auth()r can

obtain a British copyright

TUROtJOH AN ENGLISH PUHLISUEK,

and this copyright covers Canada. No Canadian
can obtain a copyright from the United States

under any system, although the American can se-

cure protection under the system of sitiudtaneoiiK

copyright—whatever that meims. I had a conver-

sation with a prominent member of the American
Coi)yright Leagn(% the other day, suid he admitted
that although decisions h,id been given in favor of

siravUtaneous copyright, yet it was a question witti

hhn wliether it was good law or not. By a copy-
right being issued at.Washington at high noon,
and in London at the same h;)ur on the same day,

these books would be copyrighted in both
countries. The Canadian publisher is absolutely

powerless, and has had to pay large sums for inad-

vertent iniringement, bui still . his American rival

does as ho phiaaes. We therefore ask tlie (lovern-

ment to remedy these evils. We thinlc that by
this, memorial wo can convmce yon that the

remedy is in your hands. We in Canada have
power to make laws in regard to patents. We say
.to a patentee "if you manufacture in this country

WITHIN TWO YEAKS

we will give you protection, but if you do not
manufacture we cannot give you any privilege."

The man who makes the carpet, the gasalier, the

varioTis articles of furniture in this room is pro-

tected, but the pnnt<^>r gets practically none, and
it is only in regard to books that England retains

special control over us. Ail our C(jpyright Acts

you will retiollect, gentlemen, or at least a great

mar(yof them, have been submitted to England, and
the ccmsequeuce was that the Act of 1872 was sent

back to us and we were told it would clash with

Imperial interests, or rather with the interests of

the selfish English publishers, and therefore it

could not be allowed to beconu^ law. Dearly as

we love tlie Old Flag, and the conuoi.'tion with the
Mother Country, as nine-tenths of the Canadian
people, I believe do, we maintain that our fealty to
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the Old Land brings with it )io obligation tt) sacri-

lice tho interests of the Cauadflm to the English
publisher, and, for that matter, the English anthor.

We feel we shonld have justice. We feel that the
English publishers, so far, have taken every means
in their powyr. directly and indirectly, to force ou
the Canadian people an Act repugnant to them,
and have endeavored to nse the jwople of this coun-
try to attain that end. We think that patriotic

considerationti nhoi-ld not deter i\h from doing that

whichjs

TO THt; AnVANTAGK OK TJIIC CANADIAN,

as opposed to the British, p\ibliHher. The policy

we a<lvocate is the logical development of tho policy

which is making this a groat natifin. a pohcy that
is fostering the young industries of this country
into life and pros|ierity, a policy which we
think would give n^licf to at leaat" half a dozen
groat interests in connection with the trade of book-
making—more intt^rests than the honorable gentle-

men around this table have any idea of. I have
uo doulit that you, sir—(addrcHbing Hon Mr.
Bowell)—from your knowledge of the business,

will readily comprehend the large interests in-

volved. The question affects tho entire book trade
of Canada, tlie printer, the binder, the stereotyper
and others directly engaged in the business of book
production, and above all it affects the reader. We
ask that the Government wiU not allow the people
in this country to bo impo.sed upon, but that we
should be placed on a footing to enable us to com-
pete with our American rival.s. We are perfectly

willing to give to others what wo ask for ourselves.

The main point iii this Act, which we propose, is

the payment of ;i rqyalty which, although repug-
nant, to some, was popular at one time in England.
I understand that a bill was drafttnl which conceded
the principle of royalty. Mr. Gladstone, himself,

in an able paper, illustrated and showed tho advan-
tage of a royalty collected by means of a stamp
duty. In connection with this, by the payment of

a royalty, we are not pirating.

WE HAVE BEEN AClt'SED

in Canada of ])irating, and I dnre say some works
liavo been pirated and republished in this coimtry
by Canadian publishers, but its one who in the
last few years has piinted over a million books, T
ay that if wo could get any sort of protection at

all we would pay for what we take, and give the
English publisher what is right—a retiirn for the
book that he first publishes. In this matter of

royalty we would point out that Mrs. Ward would
have received ten per cent, on the retail price of her
book, whicih would have been a maguiticent profit

to the English authoress and publisher. And wo
behove that if the matter were properly placed be-
fore the I'^nglish authorities they would accede to

our request. The (Jovernment will, we have no
doubt, take this matter into its consideration, and
give, as it has always done, a careful consideration
to the memorial represf«nting the views of such large
and varied i terests. We trust that what wo have
Haid will cor-imend itself to the members of the Gov-
ernment, an 1 that Ihey will either accept the bill we
have presented or frame one themselves that will

meet the requirements of the case, so that the print-

ing interests may be fully protected. We l(K)k to tlie

Government for this, becaiwe it lies in your power,

gentlemen, by any actioti you may take in (Minneo-

tion with this matter, to either make or unmake, to

either aid or irretrievably emasculate and practi-

cally annihilate interests that most vitally atfect tho

book trade of the Dominion of Canada. [ have to

thank you, gentlemen, for kindly listening to me.

Mr. John Lovell, Montreal, as representing the

Eastern trade, said he thought the matter had been
very ably placed before the Government, [n 1872
he went to England to try and secure frt>in pub-
lishers some concession toCanudian interests, but he
found that tho English publishers would not yiold

an inch, their general doclar.ition was that they
would never allow a colonist to publish (me of their

books. Their ignorance of Canada was prof(mnd.

They treated Canada as if it was part and parcel

with the United Slates.

Mr. William Bryce said that in the case of Robert
Elsmore he had boon unable to secnro tho right to

manufacture it in Canada. As a consequence, he
himself havl imported some ten thousand copies Of

this book in sheets from the United States, thus rob-

bing Canadians of all the work in getting them up
except the bookbinding. Mr. Bryce also complained
that the Customs department had refused to assist

in preventing the importation of books for which
ho held the exclusive copyright.

Mr. George H. Suckling spoke on behalf of tho

music publisher.^, showing that they were affected

much tho same as the book men.

Mr. John McFarlime, of the Canada Paper Com-
pany, spoke of tho greatly increased demimd for

paper which would arise through the adoption of the

clauses suggested by the dejjutatiou.

Hon. Mr. Bowell then said : I have to apologize

to you, gentlemen, for Sir John Macdonald's ab-

sence. He would gladly have been present this

afteriioon had ho not had to go to Montreal. I

think I am but expressing the opinion of every one

of my colleagues when I say that we are very nmch
obliged for tlie clear, lucid, and forcible manner in

which your president hijs laid the whole subject be
fore the council, and I safely promise that, it will

receive the most serious consideration of every one

of us. Speaking for myself I realize, and if \ wore

in business now probably I would realize it the

more, the great importance of the industries in

which you are engaged. Mr. Robertson has made
a strong National Policy speech, alTd personally I

thimk him for it. I think he is in tho right direc-

tion anyway. (Laughter.) I would say to Mr.
Bryce if he will piit into writing the statement he

has made in reference to tho ditlicultiea ho has en-

countered in enforcing the copyright law tlimugh

the Customs, if I tiud the dillicidty lies with my
dopai-tment, that matter will have ray personal at-

tentiin at once.

M . ltoi)ort,son, on behalf of the deputation,

thanked the Ministers for tho courteous altijntion

and patient hearing accorded them, after which the

deputation withdrew.




