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THE PRESBYTERIAN.,

JANUARY, 1866.

HE days and hours of 1865,
Xt as we write, are fust slipping
UV se past. New Year's reflec-

2x  tions have been so often
written that it may appear
difficult towrite any thing new
upon such a subject. Aund yet
how many changes, how much
of hopes uunrecalised, of fears
dispelled, how much of soul
agony ending in happy assurance, or of
sclf-presumption ending in blind despair
may be crowded into the fifty-two weeks
which go to make up onc short year of hu-
man esistence. In the religious world, as
it is culled, we may look with pleasure at
the new exertions put forth by some to
carry into the dark places of the carth the
blessed tidings of a Redcemer, and at the
fresh agencies brought to bear to maintain
ground alrecady won. The very aggressions
of an infidel philosophy have been used to
excite to still stronger efforts the fricnds of
vital religion, and to counteract the open or
covert attacks of avowed enemies or pre-
tended friends. And awid all discourage-
ments at the little progress made, there is
still the sure promise to fall back upon,
that the word of God shall have free course
and be glorified. In Roman Catholic
countrics thereis aspirit of inquiry abroad,
as yet assuming more of a political than of
a religious form, and too often leading
rather to infidclity than to true religious
belief. But those acquainted with the
opinions of the more intellizent of Roman
Catholics know that their infidelity does
not so much arise from their disbelief in
true religion, as from their want of know-
ledge of it, as well as from their contempt
for what they feel to be superstition, and
their acquaintanc: with the utter unbelief
of the clerzy in what they profess to teach,
and their open irreverence in approaching
what they offer to their people as the holicst
emblems of’ Divine worship. It is not Pro-
testants who, as is fulsely alleged, have

wrought harm by unsettling the minds of
those who seck to rest contented with the
religion of their forefathers. It is the priests
thewselves ; and a closer view of the move-
ments going on in Italy, France, Spain,
Portugal and Belgium would show that such
disgraceful exhibitions as that at Liege, for
instance, are but the ebullitions of minds
seeking for an escape from the repression of
free discussion on the most awful of all sub-
Jects for men’s minds, the question of per-
sonal freedom in seeking a personal relicion.
The more the young men can be induced to
study the Gospel, the more specdily will
these fantasies of their ill-regulated minds
disappear, and give place to the teachable-
ness and humility of Christians. The same
movement under a different form is taking
place in India, where the reformed Hindoos
are secking to rid themselves of the letter of
their Shasters and Vedas, and have betaken
themselves to the task of remodelling their
books of the law, avowedly to resist the, en-
croachments of Christianity, but, in reality,
assisting as much as Christians in pulling
down an edificc which for centuries has
scemed to bid defiance to all human effort.
The education of their women, too, but
lately berun, cannot long exist without
good fruits, and all things point to a timne
when the Gospel, with accelerated foree,
shall shatter the now tottering edifice, to
raise upon its ruins a fuir, stately, and
enduring Church—the Church of Christ.
Among the Turks, during the year just
closing, a sinrular and most important step
has been taken.  The Koraza has never
been hitherto translated from the Arabic,
but portions of it are comuitted to mewmory
by the Turkish children, who understand
it as little as they do English. It has
always hitherto been preserved in manu-
seript, untranslated, the very words and
letters being considered as in themselves
sacred. As to printing it, the very idea
was blasphemy, and ulthough the mission-
aries were advised by the New School
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Tarks, who are really neither Turks nor
Christians, yet they declined to do so.
The Imperial Government themselves have
now taken this step; urged to it from the
consideration that it had become a neces-
sity ; they must give it to their people to
counieract the teachings of the Bible.
Read side by side, such 2 comparison can
only end in wood. Among the Chinese
there is a stirring among the dry bones.
In addition to the ordinary agencies at
wark, the attempt has been made, during
1865, to send forth Bible women.  As yet
we e sty nothing of their progress. Dis-
couragements are experienced, and from !
onc or two of the stations missionaries have ,
been compelled to retive ; but still the work

goes on.  From the South Seas, from

Madagascar, from Ceylon. from all quarters

of the globe, there are acconnts of Chris

1
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| Christ's Church with which we are con-
neeted.  The unsatisfactory position of
the younger ministers in regard to the
Temporalities’ Fund, led to the Synod
; authorizing the appointment of an zgent
; forthe Schemes of the Church. An effort
i has, in the meantime, been made to pay
i toall the ministers on the roll the sums
to which they are entitled for this half
year. That has been suceessful. Pend-
ing the appointment, the duty of all is to
contribute liberally 25 they have the means.
In another article we have taken up the ques-
tion muore fully, as to the position of those
deriving  benefit from the Temporalities
Fund, and to that we would beg to refer.
The civil war in America, raging in the
beginning of the year, was brought to a
clase after a sanguinary contest of four
years.  All the questions arising out of it

fian enterprise of mingled import, calling ; have not yet been scttled, but we pray God

upon us loudly to be up and doeing.
As far as passible we have kept our read- |
ers informed of the work bring done, bath !
at home and abread. We are somctimes
told that we do nat take notice of all that
is doing in our owa Church, and we must
plead guilty to deficiencies.  Yet we can
scarcely confess the blame lies with the
conductors of the Preshyterian.  They are
anxinus that cverything of interest should
be chronicled in these pages; but how is
this to be done?  The slightest reflection
will show that we can only give news of
what is taking place in other parts of the
Profince by recciving it from those who
arc on the spot. A litde trouble taken by
the mirister or a member of 2 congresation
in sending us occasional items of intelli-
genee in a condensed form; by the clerks
of Preshytesics seading us a sketch of thair
procecdings, with any discassions that may
have taken place on important points—these
arc some of the means by which we would
obtain information at very litde labour to
any onc individual. A regular carvespon-
dent in cvery corgregation is a help graatly
to be desind, and very much wanted.
Who will valuntesr to do this duty ?
Daring the year that is gone, we hawe to
lament the loss of scveral of the oldest
mambers of our Chureh, as well =5 of some
who were in the prime of their years.
Changes have taken place in our congrema-
tions, and some additions have been made
1o the number of those new belonzing to the
Syned. We would fondly cherish the
bope that, during the year 1866, new and

that whatever causes of bitterness may yet
remain, cither between the parties to the
struggle within the United States, or be-
tween them and other mations, may be
removed, and 2 long and lasting peace fol-
low. The crucl assssination of President
Lincoln called forth expressions of sym-
pathy and condolence, which showed that
whatever differences of opinion might exist
on tiie political circumstances of the times,
but onc sentiment was entertained by all
right thinking men, that of abhorrence of
the cnme, and respect for the victim.
Amidst all the claims made upon the
Amcricans during that eventful period, the
claims of the Gaspel were not overlooked,
moncy flowing frecly for Christian cfforts
both at home and abroad. The clase of the
war, ton, saw our farmers rejoicing in the
prospect of a bountenus harvest, afterwards
realised, and which has become a source of
prosperity unknowa for some years before,
Itis from God's haud this hascome; Hehas
kept us =fe from the threatenings of war
which at times scened nat very far remote.
At this scason of the year, when peace and
plenty fill the land, ought not thas whe
have benefitted remembrer the condition of
their poorer brcthiren, and bear n mind
alsa the undeniable ebligation under which
they lic to contribute to the decent main-
tenance of religion among themsclves and
its extension boyond their own neighbour-
hoods?

Into the political cvents of the year it is
not our place to enter. Some of thuse bear-
ing upon relizious quesiions we have, fiom

more vigourous cfferts may be made fo
strengthen and extend  the branch of

tme o Wme, mentioned in these pagrs.
Amid all the changes that are taking place
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the removal of great und vencrated states-
men, or the deaths of others who filled 2
less space in the eyes of the world, we have
at all times the assurance that all things are
overruled by a Divine Hand, for we know
that the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.

Of our own cfforts it does not become us
to speak. In much weakness and with
many imperfections we have endeavoured
to make this journal one which might be
found worthy of a place in any Christian
family. We may have offended some by
our plain speaking, may have taken wrong
views on subjectson which we have treated.
These arc things inseparable from a perio-
dical such as this. The increase of our
subscription list might coable us to make
somec nmprovements i the LPreshyterian ;
and we can searcely think it out of place to
remind our subscribers who are in arrear,
that while the work in which we are en-
gaged is not one from which we wish to !
derive any personal @in, that we should |
not at the same time be left to sustain pe- §
cuniary loss.  May we ask those who have
felt that our labours have been, on the
whole, for the goed of the Clinrch, cven
should they differ from our views in some
particulars, try to send us the names of
some of their neighbours as new subseri-
bers.

To onc and all we wish a happy year,
and a cieser walk with Him whese blessing
alone can make it <o.

———————

Lt v 1

‘mj‘_”%‘f*\ NE of the mast impor-

Nne tant and exciting de-

hates that has occurred
for many years; in the Courts
of the Pzarent Church, took
place a few weeks ago, in the
Presbytery of Glascow.,  The
"~ occasion of the debate arese
from the following pastoral address, which
it was propased to read in ali the churches.

** This primeval and divine institation of one
day ia scven as ® day of holy o3t was recog-
aizd in ke suleequent promulgstion of the
Iaw from Moant Finai, bring cnacied by the
same autherity, and with the satne oblization
30 obserTa it as in all the other commandments
of the law. Our Lend Jesus Christ, in declariag
himeelf to i lord of the Sabbath, indicated,
as we think, not kis intention to abrogate that
portion of the la, bat to (&18] {3, by frecing it
from mere Jewish peenliasitics, and by restor
ing it to {18 original porition, tendesing it o
Glting institalion for the New Testament
Charch. We heliere that ane day in seven as

adar of sacred rest accords with (he spinit of
the origizal institation; and we iafes from the
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practice of our Lord's apostles that the first
day of each week, cummemorative of the com-
pleted work of human redemption, is the ap-
pointed day of rest for the Christian Church.

“ We consider it necessary, brethren, to re-
mind you that we do not louk on the command-
ment, ¢ Remember the Sabbath.day to keep it
holy,” as of more obligation in 1itself than any
other of (jod’s commandments, but we think
that the duc observance of the Lurdsday is in-
sej arubly connected with the duc observanceoftl ¢
other commandments.  Its very position in the
Decalogue, occupying as it does, by the Divine
arrangement, the middle place betsreenour duy
to God aud our duty to our neighbour, scems to
indicate its special use2s the linh connecting re-
verence towards (iod with truth, justice, and
charity towards man.

Now we think that our readers will awree
with us. when we say that it would be
difficult 1o find any fault with such an
address; Lut nevertheless, the discussion of
it secupied two entire days, and the excite-
ment was so great that the Preshytery
T{al] wwas erawded to exces< and an immense
number of persons assembled outside the
building. and were unable to obtain adwis-
sion.

The jartics who joined in the debate
were Dr. McTagmart. D MceDuff, Dr.
Jamicsan. Mr. Charteris. Dr. Runcimon,
Dr. Macleod, Mr. Park, Dr. Paton, Mr.
Simpean, Mr. Cachrane, and Mr. Stewart.
The entire debate was most creditable to the
Church, displaying much learning and re-
search and it wascarried anwith yroad fecling,
free from rancour or personalitivs.

In eur judmmment, the two ablest specches
weie these of Dr. Norman Macleod, on the
onc side, and Mr. Charteris. the suceessor
of Dr. Caird, on the other ; aud by giving
a brief resumé of these two specches, our
rcaders will be able to form an opinicn of
the whole discussion.

Dr. Norman Macleod s2id, that he had
preached for years to his people a different
view of the Lord’s Day from that given
above in the pastoral address.  He theught
that the keeping of the Lord’s Day had
nathing ta do with the Fourth Command-
ment.  He felt thankful that they were ail
cordially azreed on two peints—an anxions,
sincere, and simple desire to know God's
will—the will of Jesus Christ, avd to do it
—that was ane point; and the other was,
that they all azmeed that there is to be a
Lord’s Day. He siu he did nat believe
in the continued oblization of the Fourth
Commandment. That commandment re-
ferred only to the seventh day of the week,
whereas, it is the first day of the week that
is observed.  Morcover, the Sabbath of the
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Fourth Commandment began on what we
would call the Saturday evening, and ended
on the Sunday cvening. A Jew, for
instance, can dine before the Sunday begins,
and next day he can dine after it is over.
He said that the Fourth Commandment
was not, In reality, kept. It ferbadeeven
the kindling of a fire, the cooking of any
food. The man that gathered sticks was
put to death. He thought that Judaisn
of the very worst description had sprung
up in this country, from the attempt to
keep the Fourth Commandment. Why,
no Free Church minister, not cven those
who are freer still, the ministers of the
Istablished Church in the North, would
dare to be scen shaving on Sunday morn-
ing. Slavery to the letter of the com-
mandment runs through a great part of the
country, both among ministers and people.
You may go to hear an organ on Sunday
in a church, but how few would dare to
allow a musical instrument to be played in
a privatc house. Tt would have been
thought shocking, some years ago, to tzke
a walk on Sunday. The General Assembly
in a pustoral address, dated in 1834, called
walking an * impious cacreachment on onc
of the inalicnable prerogatives of the Lord's
Day.” This is Judaism. You arc not to
take a2 cab, not to take a hot joint for
dinner, not to take your children for a
walk. IIe had heard people say, that a
man who went ina milway on Sunday, had
not the love of Christ in his heart.  Now
Christ went to a Feast on the Lord's Day.
Qur Lord dined with a Pharisce. e
said that the Ten Commandmenis were
buried with Jesus Christ in his grave; we
now have something infinitely grander and
better—we have 2 law established by Divine
authority, in and through Jesus Christ and
his aposties—with the love of Christ and
the power of the Holy Spirit, we nced not

back to the Ten Commandments—those
begrarly clements, as the apostle calls them.
A Christian has obtained in Jesus Christ,
not only all that was givea in the Ten
Commandments, but infinitely more. The
whole social system of the Gospel is a
protest against individualism—against 2
man shrinking up, or going home to his
house and sitting at his fireside saying,
4t vou have nothing to do with my faith.”
As a Christian man, he found himsclf born
and baptised in the light and glory of a
Lord's Day. Wkat a blessing the Sabbath
day is—to the rich man, who can cultivate
around the fircside, the tender relationg
with wife, children, and fricnd; to thy

working man who goes off from wife and
children every week day morning, often in
pitch darkness, leaving his little children
in bed, and trudging off long before day
light. He finds them in bed when he
comes home, weary, at night. If such men
could not meet their families on the Lord's
Day, to cultivate social affection, and the
intercourse between man and wife, and
parents and children, he did not know
what would become of our working men.
He spoke cloquently about the Sabbath, as
adapted to the cultivation of man’s intel-
lectual and mordl nature. He said the
question was, “on what ground are you
to keep the Sabbath?”  He held that the
observance of the first day of the week was
the will of God, or of Jesus Christ, clearly
and distinctly, and this was more binding
on us than the Fourth Commandment. If
the country could be imbued with right
Christian fecling, law was not nceded.
Christian opinion is the point we should
look to, In referring to what was called
the sin of taking 2 cab on Sunday, he said,
“ When 2 cabman took me home one night
from preaching, he said to me *we are
really very ill used” I sid, you or your
horse or me, because I do not know which
of us you allude to? If you have been
working all day, I assure you, I have been
working too; and if I am obliged to sacri-
fice my comfort and rest, and to leave my
family for a public geod, you must make
your sacrifice teo, on that ground, and on
that ground oniy.” e said that he knew
he would be mistepresented on this question,
but would leave himself to be interpreted
by the true, the wise, and the good of the
land. Hespoke for more than three hours,
and concluded by moving that the address
be remitted back to the Committee to frame
it, without arguing the question atall; on
the differences of Christians about the
Lord’s Day.

Mr. Charteris said, he was glad to have
an opportunity of stating these principles
of thc observance of the first day of the
week, which had been an unspeakable com-
fort to himself] since he first realised them,
and which he humbly, but firmly belicved,
to be such as would bring comfort to all
who held them. After paying a gmceful
compliment to Dr. Macleod, 2s 2 man for
whom he entertained an affectionate regard,
and whose name is a bhouschold word
wherever our language is spoken or read,
23 2 genial and sdmirable writer, 2 faithful
minister, and the unwearied promoter of
the cause of the Gospel, at home and
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abroad ; he went on to say that Dr. Macleod
had given an opportunity to many who
desired nothing better than to practise
their irreverence behind the broad mgis of
his great name. He thought the pastoral
address, in singularly wise and well chosen
words, traced the history of the day of rest,
from the beginning of the world ; and with-
out bitterness or bigotry, calls on Christians
to reverence the Christian Sabbath. He
believed it possible to hold by the primeval
origin and universal obligation of the Sab-
bath—to bow before the Ten Commund-
ments, as an enduring record of the law of
God, and yet to have on the first day, all
the gladsome liberty which any onc needs.
The Ten Commandments are not like the
cercinonial law, written by Moses, but were
written by the finger of God on the stone.
Qur Lord said the Sabbath was made for
man. The Jewish Sabbath was the sign
of a national covenant with Jehovah, and
go far was peculiar to Isracl.  But it was
not a gloomy though a sacred duty. « This
is the day which the Lord hath made, let
us rejoice and be glad in it.” Itwasa
day of joyous worship, of the timbrel and
the dance. e said that ¢ the Son of man
is Lord even of the Sabbath,” bat did he
modify the Sabbath? No.  He only swept
away the Pharisces’ traditions.  Our Lord
never repealed a genuine old testament law
of Szabbath keeping. Ilc honoured the
Sabbath day. The moral law is no longer
to the Christian the latv of life or death,
but it still remains the Divine standard of
morality. The redsoning intendced to prove
that the law had ccased, only proved that
the believer is no longer tried by it.  The
believer does not fellow it as onc whe
hopes that his obedience will justify.  If]
said he, I am crucified with Christ, then
every record of condemuation was nailed to
his cross, and buried in his grave; and I
rise with him in newness of life. Butif
I am not in Christ, then I am still under
the law. The apostle never said that there
was no law for the faithless. He said,
¢ Do we make void the law threugh faith—
God forbid. Yea, we cstablish the law.”
1s that spoken of a law dead and buried ?
“J trow not.” The condemning power
of the law i, as regards the belicever, buried
with Christ Jesus, but the law itself re-
mains, a standard of righteousness, cternal
and trae, as God who gave it.  The truth
is deeper far than commandments or
questions of repeal.  But the law cannot
be repealed, for it is the revelation of God's
truth for man’s guidance, and it is as ua-

changeable as the Creator himself. The
whole Gospel morality is vested in the
heart of the believer; but while our Lord
said, in thes¢ two commandments of fove
to God and love to man, hang all the Jaw
and the prophets, He did not say, these
abolish the law and the prophets. In the
sermon on the mount, Christ said, “ till
heaven and carth pass away, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till
all be fulfilled.”  The apostles tell us that
love is the fulfilling of all the command-
ments,

Mr. Charteris, in speaking of the Chris-
tian Sabbath, grouped the theories of its
orizin and obligations under four heads.
1st. That of YPaley, who declares the as-
sembling on the Lord's day to be Diviue,
the resting merely human.  2nd. That of
Whately, who regards the Lord's day as
merely of ccelesiastical authority, resting on
the smne basis as  Christmas  or Iloly
Thursday. 3rd. That of Hessey, who
asserts that the day of Christian rest has
no conncction with the Fourth Command-
ment, but is Divine and obligatory, because
based on the command of inspired apostles;
and 4th, the opinion held by our own
Church, that one sucred day in seven, comes
with all the obligations of a Divine com-
mand, as being a law ¢, God for all men,
as being 1 moral precept of the ten com-
mandments; while for the particular day,
we have the example and autherity of the
apostles. e held to the last theory, for
which in all its parts we had convincing
and clear scriptural authority. Subbath is
rest, and the Christian Sabbath is the
Christian’s rest.  There is no express com-
mand in the New Testament for any act of
Sabbath observance, saving only, that for
asscimbling to worship. The rule that he
held was, to do what would promote our
spititual well-being on the Lord's day, and
that is keeping it holy tothe Lord. What-
ever we find does this, is keeping the day
of the Lord. Wec arc not to make the
Lord’s day a day of gloom. Christian
parents, and others having charge of youth,
must ask God's help to tell them how to
make it a day distinctly religious, and yet
not a day of gloom and dread. It canuot
be a gloomy day, if it is 2 really holy one.
It is a day when we arc to remember our
Master—be loving to God and kind to man
—a day when we are to rest from sin and
shame, and work and care—a day devoted
10 kind deeds and holy thoughts, to happy
family intercourse, to blessed neighbourly
charity, and to holy spiritual communion
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with the God and Father of our spirits.
He would not forbid the hard wrought
mechanic to get away from the very sight
of the smoky scenes of his daily toil, and
to enjoy the air, and the sunlight, and the
joy of the fair carth. Ile did not know in
what better way they «culd make God’s
day a day of rest.  He hoped that ail such
went to church as well. e knew they
could not long be happy if they neglected
God’s worship. As to railway travelling,
he was sure that Dircctors and managers
were happier men, when they ran no Sun-
day trains; but he did not consider that
was much of a question fer him. e
was not a railway director, and did not
conceive it to be his duty on platform. and
in Church courts, to sereech like a railway
whistle, against all who may huve cause to
set their foot in a railway train.  To their
master they stand or fall. e concluded
a very able and cloquent address in these
words : “ I am glad, that both in tewn and
country, we have fathers, and mothers, and
children, enjoying their day of rest, and

trooping to the house of God ; and when 1.

sce it, it scems to me that there is upon

our Sabbath, a sober stiilness, like that of

our mountain heights, bearing, as tacy do,
the impress of the Creator's hand.”

The pastoral address was carried, only
three ministers and one cider voting with
Dr. Macleod, while cighteen winisters and
five clders voted agninst him.

We insert an cditorial from the Glasgow
Herald on this debate, giving a good deal
of information and rcasoning on the subject,
also a short article from the Scotsman :

From the Glasgoww Herald.

1t is only doing justice to the members of the
Presbytery of Glasgow to say that they deserve
the thanks of the community for the able, dig-
nificd, and impersonal manner in which they
have discussed the Sunday question, and the
much larger subject connected with it, which
was introduced in the bold and magnificent
speech of Dr. Macleod.  There were an miling
accusations brought against railway dircctlors
or » herelical press, and there waseven no as-
sumplion oa the part of any speaker, so far as
we ate aware, of that intolerance towards those
who take a liberal view of the Sabbath law,
which has so praminently distinguished the dis-
cussion in other Ecclesiastical Courts. The
pastoral address, which was carried by a major-
ity of twenty-three against four, is eminently
moderate in loae, and contains in its substance
little to whirh any Scottish Preshyterian could
object.  We are glad that ihe debate has been
of this nature, far it will vindicate to some ox-
tent Scotch theology from the charges that have
been brougit against it, and show our noigh-
bours across the Tweed that our religion is not
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altogether made up of bigotry and superstition.
But while the debate will have this good re-
sult, it is guite evident that it will not please
that section of the religious world which seems
determined to * stump” the country round and
round, rusing the shout that the Day of Kest
is in imminent danger of Leing swept entirely
away. ‘There can be no doubt that had it not
been for the introduction of a larger question,
Dr. Macduff, Mr. Charteris, and others)would be
loudly condemncd for the liberal sentiments
which they have expressed with reference to
the observance of the Lord's Day. bBut Dr.
Macleod has acted as a kind of lightning-con-
ductor, diverting the flashes of theological
wrath from their heads to his own. Henceforth
the cry will be not that the Sabbath is to be
desecrated, but that those who differ from them
on the Fourth Commandment wish to abolish
the moral law altogether. Already Dr. Macleod
bas been called an Antinomian—a budding
disciple of Colenso and Renan—onc who has
commenced a downphill path of lieresy, whicl
will svoner or later land hitn amongst the neo-
logians of Germany. The ccclesiastical heresy
huntersare in full cry after the reverend gentle-
man, and it will not be their fault—it will not
he because their cry is not loud, and deep, and
prolonged—if they do not run him down. The
point which Dr. Macleod so cloquently asserted
is purely theological, and scarcely suiied for
discussion in the columus of 2 newspager; but
it seems to us that his views, and the views of
those who most ably opposed him in the Pres-
bytery, when fairly confronted, almest meet.
Let any onc. for example, read carefully the
beautiful speech of Mr. Charteris, and as .are-
fully weigh the explanations that were given
by Dr. Macleod innmediately after, and we are
confident that hie will see there is little ground
of difference between them. Dr. Macleod holds
that the Decalogue as given to the Jews—as
forming a part of their national code of laws—
was abrogated by the death and resurrection
of our Saviour; that is to say, believers in the
New Dispensation are not piaced under these
commandments in the same manner as the
Jews were when the Law was promulgated,
and do not therefore comne under the same ob-
ligations with reference to their vbservance.
The reverend gentleman never for one moment
asserted—indecd, it would be absurd to suppose
that he did—that the converted Gentile might
freely commit murder or bear false wituess
agaast his neighbour, ot dishionour his pareats,
uader the plea that these Commandments had
not been delivered to him. Yet it wonld almost
scem that such an impression did prevail at an
agitation meeting on Morday night, and that
Dr. Maclead, in saying that the Decalogue gua
the Decalogse had been abolished, asserted
that there was no longer any moral law for
our guidance. lle was mithker nt great pains
to show that in so far as the Decalogue con-
tained the moral law which had been implanted
into the human conseience by the Almighty it
@ust e acted upon by the Christian who had
under the teaching of our Saviour a far higher
motite for hic conduct than the ancient people
of Istacl.  The Ten Commandments, though
thus abolished in the form in which they were
dciivered to the Jews, were still here in sub-
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stance, illumined, and, so to speak, glorified
by the Gospel.

Such are the views which we understand
were promulgated by the minister of the Barony,
and we cannot see how he practically differs
from those gentlemen who, while contending
that the Decalague is stil! binding, also admit
that all which was especially Jewish in it has
been abolished. Why this, it humbly appears
10 us, i3 just saying in other words what was
said by Dr. Macleod. This country, for exam-
ple, has incorporated into its laws some parts
of the Jewish code, and several of the Ten
Commandments form part of our criminal law ;
but are we to say that, simply in conseguence
of this, the Jewish code is not abolished? But
leaving the general statement of the question,
which belongs specially to the theologian, let
us see how the discussion of the subject applies
to a special case—the Sabbatn as founded upon
the perpetual obligation of the Fourth Com-
mandment. We leave aside altogether the
question as to whether that Commandment, in
its spirit, is or is not a purcly moral obligation;
and we come to this vital point—[s it a moral
obligation binding upon us to al time, as it wus
delivered to the Jews? 1f it is, as many rever-
end divines, and some members of the Estab-
lished Presbytery of Glasgow assert, then we
are certainly bound to keep it in all its integ-
rity as it was laid down by the Jewish law-
giver. In the first place we must keep it on
the seventh day, for that is as distinct an in-
junction in the Fourth Commandment as the
injunction to rest from all labour.  If it is con-
tended that the seventh day was changed to
the first day, then it is clear that here isn por-
tion of this commandment abrogated, and
hence 2 portion of the Decalogue abolished.
Then, again, the commnand is clear and distinct
that there should be an entire cessation from
Iabour—the labour of man-servant and maid-
servant, and of cvery beast of burden. No one,
huwever, complics with this plain requisition.
Oa the contrary, while the Sabbatariang them-
selves shoutloudly for the perpetual obligation
of this Jewish law, they take liberties with it,
and run carriages and cabs, keep men-servants
and maid-servants at work, and justify their
conduct by saving that they are to comply
with the spirit and not with the letter of the
commandment. Notw, what is this but abolish-
ing another portion of the commandment which
was enforced npon the Jews by the penalty of
death? It is surely right to interpret the
words of the Law by the commentary of the
Lawgiver; and we find Muses, speaking by
the authority of Heaven, declaring that the
childzen of Israel were to do no work nor suf
fer any wark to be danc in all their borders on
the Day of Rest, under any conditions wha -
ever. In earing time and in harvest they were
10 rest on the scventh day, no matter what at-
tention the craps might require at their hand.
They were ant tokindie a fire in all their dwell-
ings, and the man who was found gathering
slicks, probably as fuel for domestic use, was
stoned to death by the <pecial command of the
Lord. ¥ Who<aever dacth any work therein,
that soul shall e cut off from among his peo-
ple;” ¥ whosaever docth aay work on the Sab-

bath Day shali surcly bo put to death”™ These
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penalties were part and parcel of the Fourth
Commandment as delivered to the Jews, and
surely no one will contend that Chrisuans in
the nineteenth century are under exactly the
sume obligations, and liable to the same penalty
or disobedience. Al this, we are told by the
advocates of the perpetual validity of the
Fourth Commandment, is what is specially
Jewish in the Law, and has therefore been
abolished ; but if we abrogate all these parti-
culars, what, pray, have we left?  We have
simply 2 Dzy of Rest, which Christinns keep
uot uander the reguirements of the Jewish law,
but according to the spirit of the Gospel, and
in accordance with the dictates of their con-
science. If this is not the abrogation of the
Fourth Commandment quu the Fourth Com-
mandment, what is it?

It is quite true that the physiological laws
of our bieing teach us that we require one day
in seven asa period of repose for the body, and
we also require an opportunity for the exercise
of our moral and religious nature. In so far as
the Fourth Commandment required this of the
Jews we acknowledge its universality ; but
when from this admission we are asked cither
to subscribe to strict Sabbatarianism — the
Sabbath of the Jews—ar give up the Day of
Rest altogether, we absolutely deny the logic
of the conclusion. We say itis you who are
illogical who well insist upon the binding char-
acter of the commandment as given to the
Jews, and yet play fast aud loose with
its requirements.  You abrogate that part
which snits your conveanience, and wonld bind
the conscicnces of other people who take n dif-
ferent view. \What has been the history of this
Sunday question in Scotland?  Why, as Dr.
Macleod showed, it is not much more than
thiny years since the General Assembly of the
Church o! Scotland issued a pastoral against
walking on the Sunday as & siu against the
Fourth Commandment. Now, divives who still
speak of the binding character of the command,
see no harm in parents aud their cluldren
breathing the fresh air after sermons.  Year
after year some little portion of the letter of
the Law has been quietly rescinded, il now
the Fourth Commundment in all its integnty
caunot be defended, except by a2 shuflling and
inconsistent species of reasoning which has
made us the laughing-stock of our ntughbours.
And yet this reiaxation, we solematy bicheve,
has been conducive to the advance of true re-
ligion. Let it be understood that we are no
advocates for any unaccessary labour on the
Chiristian Sabbath, We wish to scc it observed
with all decency and decorum, and with the
freedom of caonscience and rehigions feehagof a
peopie whoknow well the seeutar and spiritual
blessings that are derived from its institution
under the Gospel.

Fro=m the Scolsman.

The Preshytery of Glargow on Tacsday de-
cided, by a large m yority, to adopt the Pastomal
Address on the Sunday question, some of the
statemenis wn which called farth the now cele-
brated speech of Dr. Norman Macleod 1n op-
position. [t is, however, 2 greal misiake to
assume, a5 scems to be donc in many quarters,
that the point debated and decided onwas that
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of Sunday travelling, or the recent introdm:tinn
of Sunday traips on the Edinburgh and Glas-
gow line.  Un these points, the _l'rcsbytery, in
its corporate capacity, said nothing at all, and
several of Dr. Normau Macleod’s former uppo-
nents spoke more hberal and sensible things
than heve been heard in any west-country
Church Court for many a day. The Pastoral
address itsclf, though rather discurs}vc in its
theology—and it was on tae theological quest-
jon alone that debate arese—inade no special

allusion to Sunday travelling, much less to !

travelling on anpy particular road. -1'lxc Rev.
Dr. McDuff, who seconded the adoption of the
address, was quite rational on the modes of
observance and the right of private judgment.
And on Tucsday, Mr. Charteris, though oppos-
ing the viewsof Dr. Macleod, virtually declared
himself in favour of n morning and (vening
Sunday train between Edinburgh and Glasgow
—lxoléing that 2 Railway Company, “ having
the monopoly of the means ol communication
between two such places, has a heavy respon-
sibility 1aid upon it,” ard that - if they have
sufficient reason to beiieve cases of necessity
and mercy to be of common accurrence, they
ought not wholly to close the communication.”
M. Charteris also spoke manfully against the
impudence of persons using, ot defending
the use of, other means of conveyance on Sun-
days, and yet denouncing railway trains.  If
these views of even the lessliberal party in the
Presbytery of Glasgow nad been sooner and
more .;,'cnrtnlly avowed and acted upon in the
Church Courts, we shouid have had nonc of
this twenty years' war, the tendency and resalts
of which bave been so entireiy different from
the expectations of thuse who broke the peace
at first, anid have insisted upon Keeping up that
i agritation,” both violent and weak, by which
they have mised such & crowd of oppoucnts
within and without.

E would not have inscrted
the article from the Rev.

tobert Camphell, if we
wished to fill our columns
only with matter of our own
way of thinking; but we
prefer tozive cvery onc an
opportumity of stating his
views, no matter how far

Marcover, the writer hax manfully put his
name to the article, and his pain, stezight-

forward way of stating his cuse is very |

much after our own fashion.

I Mr. Campbell wiil shew us where we
arc 1o zct money to pay all the ministers
in the Syned roll $200 a year, we shall be
much oblized to him ; and the oblization
will be doubled if he will shew us where
we can get money to pay cach minister
8460 a ycar,—which, in our judzment, is
littic cnough for any onc of them to get
from an endowment fund. If he would

we may differ from him. |
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- devote his energy and talent in trying tc
persuade those with whom he has influence
to subseribe money to the temporalities

[ or home mission fund, he would do some

| zood. We hope that ne will now do so.

i and that bLe will begin with his own

i people.

It is out of ullreason in him to comphin
of the privileged ministers receiving their
allowance. He ought to know that those
; men surrendered their commutation money
i on the express condition of receiving—not
the sun which that money could yicld
them—>but a very much smaller sum, and
his remarks on this score mixht well be
spared.  He will not have long to complain
of the privileged men—their ranks are get-
ting sadly thinned.  Every year sces some
of them struck off the roll ; and we look in
vain—alas ! that it should be so—among the
young men of the Church, for ministers
who shail be able to fill their places with
the same  cfficiencey.

And hisargument is bad otherwise ; for
. instance, what congregation unless it consists
; mainly of men who possess but little of

worldly wisdom, would seleet a man solely

. beeause he had a commutation allowance or

wouid agree to snme to acharge for a small

salary. The cheapest minister a congre-
gatien can have is an able and a well paid
man,—just as the worst bargain any congre-
gation can getis a man who will accept
a call for little or nothing. We donot be-
licve in thedoctrine of * supply and demand
in so far as the Gospel is concerned, but we
have that much faith in our people that weare
convinced they will never allow a sclf-deny-
ing hard-working minister to iive among
them witiout doing all they can to provide
for his wants. We may rest assured the
blame docs not always lic with the people.

Mr. Campbell thinks that Prelacy is not
s0 bad as Presbyterianism with gradations
and ranks.  We take Jeave to differ from
him. Prclacy is, in our opinion, very
much worse than Presbyterianism in any
: shape or form. And we sincercly hope
" that not only all ous ministers, but all our
people hold the xame view.  Mr. Campbell
* 15, we think, an exception.

And again, what is the use of Mr. Camp-
bell mising the question of voluntaryism.
Docs he cver expect to sce our church in
this colony anything clse, pmctically, than
avoluntary chuich? We should think not.
Whatever opinions we may hold theoreti-
cally, and we certainly do not incline to
voluntaryism, it is just as plain to us as
that the sun sbincs that we must always

e wem o aatm mae® B 14 e e e W Sm——— . . wer -

e



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

be, practically, a voluntary Church in this
caolony.

Let our Church be endowed, throughout
the length and breadth of the land, in the
heart<and affeetions of a God-fearing people,
and we shall lessneed the endowment which
Mr. Campbell argues in favour of.

3ut we are pot insensible to the vaine of
an endowment.  On the contrary, we have

worked and are workiuyz te secure what can |

be got in thisway., W sive vurselves, and
we try to get uthoers to give all they ean, for
this purpuse: and we reeommend Mr. Camp-
bell. and those who think like him, to do
the same. It i< by efforts in this direetion
that the Board of Temporalitics is able for
this haif-year to pay all the ministers on
the roll. Let Mr. Campbell and his friends
put their shoulders to the wheed, and work
with a will in the cause, and they will do
more good than by writing lung aud dole-
ful letters about individual gricvances:
letters which do no good, in our opinion, to
the cause which they have at heart.

We offer our congzratulations to the Com-
mittee of Syned, appointed for the Agency
Scheme, on the suceess of their cffort to
pay all the ministers on the Roll for the
current half year; and we hope that they
will succeed in obtaining the necessary
means to pay them in future, so that we
may have no ministers left unprovided for,
bat all recciving alike.

The Agency Committee obtained the
moncy by an appeal to the congreiations
of 8t. Andrew’s aad St. Paul's in Mon-
treal, and St. Aundrew’s in Quebec; and
they have also received cneournging con-
tributions lately from Ottawa and other
places, which are acknowledged in our
columns in the usual way.

The circular which we publish below has
been sent to all the ministers, and will no
doubt reccive their cansiderate attention.
Qur object in publishing it is to call the at-
tention of our readers to the importance of
this scheme, and to ask them to take an in-
terest in it. Every congregation should en-
gage heartily in the work, and collect as much
moticy as they can to helpit. The contribu-

tions acknowiedged in this number are very |

liberal, and do credit to our laymen.  We
belicve that no onc who has given to this
worthy object will be a bit the poorer; and
it must be a satisfaction to every subscriber
to know and feel that he has helped to
carry comfort into the family of many a
hard-working minister, who reccives but a

cmmas e =
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slender recompense, in a worldly point of
view, for all his lubour:

MoxtrEaL, 15t Jansary, 1865,

flgv. Sir,—1 have the satisfaction to inform
rou, thag, by special efiort in Montreal and
Quebee, the Temporalities Boand  will be able
10 extead the Jaguary pavment to all Min-
isters on the Roll of the Synad,

But the Board cannot Lold out the expecta-
tion that suci: payment will be regulariy con-
tinued.  Hitherto the revenue arisiung irom the
funds invested, has; except in the case of the
Commercial Bank, continued stationary, ncr
it present is there reagon 1o anticipate a change
in this respect. But, itis to be remembered
that the Revenee from which Ministers are
pail is pot all of this stable character. The
contributions from the congregations of privi-
leged Ministers, vary from year to year. Of
these some steadily decline to contribute at
all.  Sume contribute one year and not another.
The Quebec contribiction will of course be
diminished, when the Home Mission Fund has
all been collerted. Nor can 1t be expectet
that such special effort as has just been made
in Montreal, can be zoon repeated.  Ministers
low on the lict, must therefore lay their account
to suffer by these flnctuations.

The only way by which this can be preven-
t1ed is by the united action «f the whole church,
every congregation contributing regulariy, and
liheranlly . and it Lehoves every  Minister
who svmpathizes wwith these of his brethren
who are likely to suffor from adeficicney in the
Revenue of the Fanil, not only to bring the
matter before his own people. but also to use
his inflaence with Ministers in his neighbour-
hood, to induce them to urge such regular and
liberal contributions on their congregations.

1 am, Rxv. S, vour ohdt. servt..

Joux GReENSHIELDS,
Aeliag Chatrinen Temporalitics lioard.

We have inserted an able address deliv-
cred by Principal Tulloch to the students
of St. Andrews. This article shews great
depth of thought, and bears marks of mnuch
careful study. Some portions of it may
surprisc our readers, but we think it right
to keep them acquzinted with the views
held by men eminent in the Parent Church,
whether we agree with them or not—hence
the inscrtion of this article.  The scheme
is well arranged, and we hope to sec before
long the schools of our Church throughout
the Province have but the one course, so
that a unity of fecling may prevail instead
of the present disjointed action.

We are requested to say that a Scheme
of Lecssons, specially prepared in confor-
mity with suggestions submitted to and
agreed upon by the Synod, is now ready,
and may be had on the receipt of a remit-
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tance, from John Creighton, Esq., King-
ston. In the preparation of the scheme,
the Convener wishes us to state that he
availed himself, so far as they subserved
his purpose, of the different schemes al-
ready published, and especially of an ad-
mirable one published by Paten & Ritehie,
of Edinburgh. The price of the scheme
done up in the shape of a book with covers
(specially intended for tcachers) is 84.00
per hundred ; on a large sheet of paper,
extending over the year, $1.50 per hundred;
on a smatler sheet, containing the quarter's
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lessons, 50c. per hundred. Any number

will be forwarded.

The prompt payment by our subscribers
of their subscription to this journal merits
our hest thanks; but we are somewhat sur-
prised to find that, at the present time,
there is an unusually large numbe. of them
in arrear.  We also find that an egually
latge balance, due to our liberai-hearted
printer, Mr. Lovell, stares us in the face,
which isunpleasant. Let, then, all our sub-
scribers send in their money. We need it.

Hetos of onr Churd.

HE Frexcn Missiox Csvren 31N

CosNECTION WiTH THE Caurcy

oF ScotLano.—The annual

Seiree for the benefit of this

Cbhurch was held Jast night

in the basement of St. Andrew’s

Church. The room, which is more

than usually lofty and commo-

dious, was filled, a very large pro-
portion being ladies. The mem-
bers of the Ladies’ Missionary

Association had undertaken the

task of decorating the room, and had suc-

ceeded admirably, the wreaths, cvergreens,

British ensigos, St. Andrew's flag and other

insigois, making up a very pleasant pic-

turc. At oneend of the room was a refresh-
ment table, well provided with good things,
and at the other a table very handsomely fur-
nished with articles useful! and ornamental.

The chair was taken by John Greenshields,

Esq., and on the platform were the Rev. Dr.

Jenkins, the Rev. Mr. Paton, Rev. Mr. Inglis,

of Kingston, the Rev. Joshua Fraser, the Rev.

W. Clark, of Ormstown, the Rev. Chas. Taaner,

and Archibald Ferguson, Fsq. The Rev. Dr.

Jenkins opened the meeting with prayer.

The Chairman announced the object of the
meeting in a few well chosen words,

The Rev. Dr. Jeakias read the second annual
report.

Sgcoxp  AxNran Rerorr oF TAR MONTREAL
Lames’ Frexcit Mission AssoCiatiox 1N cox-
KECTI0X WiTH THE CHURCH OF ScoTLAND.

The Assuciation, whose report is now pre-

sented, was formed, as stated in the sccond :

article of its Constitution, for the purpose of

rendcring assistance to the Freach Nission

Commitice of the Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, in conncction with the

Church of Scotland, especiaily in the carrying |

on of their work in the City of Montreal.
Some slight changes have takee place since
last Annual Mceetivg.  As then stated, the
Rev. Mr. Tanner beng in ill health, the first
operation of the Assotiation was to undertake
the support of Mr. Geoffroy, missionary. who
was engaged to assist Mr. Tanner in his

pastoral duties connscted with the F. P. Chureh
in Dorchester street.

This arrangemcnt, though productive of
good, was not attended with all the benefits
expected. Owing to Mr. Tanner's continued
illness, there was noactive head to the Church,
although much valuable aid was rendered by
Rev. Mr. Doudiet, and his son. And it was
felt both by the Association and our missionary
bimself, that hislabours could not be effectually
carried on without some ore to direct and
ercourage him. 3lr. Geoffroy’s scrvices were
therefore discontinued. His monthly reports,
however, shew that he was a zcalous labourer,
and that cvidence was not wanting of the
effect of bis work. He visited a large number
of families, both Catholic and Protestant,
reading the word of God amongst them and
conversing with them upon religious subjects.
For a time he had meetings at Cote St. Paul,
once a fortnight. On several oceasions he was
seut for by Roman Catholics to explain to them
the Scriptures. Once, & family in Lachine
paid his cxpenses to go to them, and received
him well, taking much interest in what was
said. A woman, a French P’rotestant, connected
with the Church, dicd happily in the sure hope
of salvation. Two young men professed to
have lost confidence in the tenets of the Church
of Rome, one of whom read the Bible openly,
the other in secret, for fear of his friends. Three
others were spoken hopefully of, as having
seen the errors of the Roman Catholic religion.
Oac hundred and forty or fifty tracts, aud a
- number of Bibles were distributed.

Thus has the bread becn cast upon the
waters, and we trust it will return, though it
may be after many days. Pecuniary assistance
! was granted by the ladics to a member of the
. Church, who wished to go to New York to
i scek employment there.
 The scrvices of Miss Vernier hsve been con-
i tinued throughout the year, as teacher of the
- day-school. Owing to the dampness of the
. Church, a room was engaged for her school in
i the eastern part of the city. Miss Vernier has
| discharged her duties very faitbfully and
. cfficiently, and has had an attendsnce of from
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fifteen to nincteen scholars, who are instructed !
in religious, as well as in secular knowledge.
Perhaps this school is one of the most import-
ant branches of the mission, as so much
depends upon the training of the young.

There is also an interesting Sunday-school
or Biole-class, conducted by Mrs. Doudiet, with
an attendunce of from eight to ten young |
people.

The poor of the Church have been likewise
attended to, and their wants relicved.

In conclusion, the 'adies of this Association
feel that they have not laboured in vain, nor
without cncouragement, although they bave
not a large amount of success to report.  The
congregation has been kept together, and
there is only now necded an active, working
pastor, to go in and out amongst the peop’ea.
In this large city there i3 much work to be
done, and this Association looks hopefully
forward to the time when, with God's blessing,
the Freach Mission in this city will'be an
active working agency, and the Church in
Dorchester Street a centre from which much
light will emanate, dispeliing the surrounding
darkness.

Respectfally submitted,
. Morris,
Secretary.

Montreal, Dec. 15th, 1865.
Dec 15th, 1863,

A. Morris, in accoun! with Freach >lission
Association.

Dr.
To paid Mr. Geoffroy...... veveeennas $ 8%.67
“  Miss Vernier..ceevavenoene.. 13%.00
** School expenses...c.cannn... 18.50
*  Mr. Doudiet..... Sveresaaan 30.00 ,
*  Printing Reports......o.... 5.00 ;
< DPoorof Church-............. 11.50
290.67
Baiance on hand ... ....... . 73.69
Total.e...uon.... $365.36 .
* Cr.
By Balance on hand................ S 87.41
“ Interest ceeoiiiiiiiiiiieiiananns 4.15
¥ Procceds of Sal€...cveeennnnannn 127.80
* Annual Subscriptions............ 146.00 '
$365.36
A. Mornis,

Secretary and Treasurer.

The Rev. Joshua Fraser moved the adoption
of the report, and in the course of his speech
referred to the true spirit with which missionary
enterprise ought to be conducted, with patieace
and carnestness, satisfied to labour, and leave
the fruits to a higher power.

The Rer. A. Paton seconded the motion, and
spoke of the true sphere of woman’s labour.

The Chairman announced tbat the audience
would now have an opportunity of partaking
of the refreshments provided by the ladies, anu
also of purchasing at the sale-table, the procecds !
of which were for the benefit of the French
Nission.

After recess and singing by the choir,

The Rev. Charles Tanucr, after some general
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remurks, gave 2 statement of the position of the
Dorchester Street Church, which was more en-
couraging than penple had been led to believe.

The Hev, Mr. Inglis dwelt at considerable

* length and with muech force upon the charac-
" ter of the French Canadians, showing how the

connection of British Protestants with them in
a social and political point of view should in-

. fluence them in the duty of missions.

The Rev. Dr. Jenkins spoke of the grounds
of congratulation the Associatior. bad in wany
respects, nud shewed that coming in contact,
as they did, with 2 mass of error and supersti-
tion, they must throw in the leaven of the Gos-
pel which, by Gud's blessing, would leaven the
whole lump.

Before concluding, the chairman expressed
the gratification such a mecting would afford
to all friends of the mission. To Principal
Snodgrass, who had so lozg acted as chairman
of the Committee, it would be a source of real
pleasure to know that the object be had so
much at heart, and in whose bebalf he had
laboured so assiduously and so carncstly, was
regarded by the ladies as an object to which
their thoughts and cares should be directed.

During the evening the choir sang some
sacred picces with great effect, and received a
vote of thanks for their services.

Thanks were voted to the ladies and the
Chairman, sl the meeting was closed with the
Benediciion.

Presentation.—The Rev. Andrew Paton, of
St. Andrew’s Church, Montreal, was waited
upon on Christmus, and, in name of the ladies
of the congregation, presented with a valuable
pulpit gown and a handsome Bible and Psalm
book. Mr. Paton acknowledged the gift in
fecling terms. The money value of the gift is
of coursc no clement in the real value to be

- put upon it as a token of good will and regard.

But we inay mention that, with a praiseworthy
fecling to show that what they were doing was
done with all their Learts, the ladics had the
silk of which the gown is composcd imported

* for the special purpose, the very finest material

that could be ubtained having been ordered.

PrESENTATION.—At Chatham, . E_, on Christ-

i mas day, a deputation of ladies of the Presby-

terian Church of Chatham end Grenville,
in conncction with the Church of Scotlang,
waited upon the Minister, (Hev. Donald Ross,)
and in the name of the ladies of the congrega-
tion presented him with a handsome pulpit
gown and a sct of sleigh robes, accompanied by

- abrief address cxpr ssive of their high apprecia-
« tion of his scrrices amongst them.

Mr. Ross,
with much fecling, made a brief but cloquent
and carnest reply, thanking them for theirkind-
ncss and these tokens of esteem and affection.
Nr. Ross is onc of the most distinguished of
our Queen's College Students, to whose pen we
have from time to time been indebted for ari-
cles of great inieres'. We trust that these to-
kens of good will are an augury of a long and
happy conncctlion between him and his people.

Prrsexrarion.—The ladies of Knox’s Church,

] Sutton, Georgina, met on the 28th July, and

presented their pastor, the Rev. John (Gordon,
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with & handsome silk pulpit gown, as a slight
token of the esteem in which they held him as
their pastor; together with an address, read
by Mr. Chapman, superintendent of the Sabbath-
school, to which the rev. gentleman replied in
suitable terms.

Sr. Martuew's Cuurcn, Poixt St. Crarees.
—On Sabbath, the 1 7th inst., Mr. William Dun-
lop was ordained to the office of the cldership
in connection with this church. Rev, W M.
Tnglis, M.A., minister of St. Andrew's, Kings-
ton, preached & most impressive and suitable
disconrse. After sermon, Mr. Fraser, the
mioister of the congregation, baving put and
received satisfuctory answers to the usual
questions, earnestly and pointedly addressed
the new clder und the people upon their respec-
tive duties.

Prixcirar Ssoperass.—The friends of Prin-
cipal Snodgrass will be happy tolearn of hisre-
covery from the rather scrious illness with
which he was attacked. He has been able to
resume his duties, and we trust that he may be
able, with renewed vigour, to fulfil the impor-
tant dutics of his office. We sympathise deeply
with bim in the loss he has recently sustained,
by the death of one of bis children.

The Queen has been pleased 1o present the
Rev. Thomas Walker to the church and parish
of Dalmellington, Ayrsbire.

Sarnatn Scuoor Axxivere sny.—The children
of St. Matthew's Church Sabbah School, Point
St. Charles, held their cighthanniversary meet-
ing on Wednesday, the 27thinst.  The children
met at six, and partook of an abundant repast,
provided for them in the school reom, which
was elegantiy and tastefully decorated for the
occasion ; awdat seven adjourned to the Chureh
buildingadjotuing, where the parent and fricmids
of the scheol hiad already assembled.  The chair
was taken at halfepast seven, and o varied and
interesting programme was yone torough with,
The report shews an efliciently woiked school,
of 21 teachers and assistants, anel 170 scholars,
taking an active interest in missioluiy enter-
prise, aver S47 having been collecied for mis-
sion purposes during the vear,  The singing by
the children wos excetlent. Addresses were
given by the chairman (Me. Cushing), the Hev.

dashua Fraser, Sergi-Major Davis, and Mr. .

Jolin L. Morris,  During the ovening a plentiful
supply of apples and sweets was di<iributed ta
the children, and the mecting broke upat a
few minutes past nine, when the parenis and
triends present were invited o share with the
teachers some refreshments which bad been
prepared.

Diso, at Grmstewn, on the 41k of December,

Flizabeth Fraser, wife of Rev. W, €. Clarke, :

and youngest danghtcer of Rev, Thomas Fraser
of Montreal. The death of this amiable and
accemplished lady wasz zudden. though nog
altogether unexpected, as, for some weeks pre-
vious, she had been ailing from congestion of
the luags and head, aceompanied with violent
hemorrhage and congh.  The decensed leaves
a wide cirele of mourning frirnds and relatives,
who were cndearcd to her by the tender vet
sterling excellencies of her character and life.
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The following extract, from the funeral sermon
by the Hev. Mr. Wallace, will be read by her
anumerous friends with interest and affectionate
remembraace :

# My friends, the friend from whom we all
parted during the past week, and whose mortal
remaing so many of us saw committed to the
narrow tomb, there is reason to believe, had
giveu much heed to the business of her salva-
tion. At an carly age-—about fourteen—she
joined the church of the Lord Jesus, cheerfully
subscribing with her own hend uato the Lord,
ang joining herself unto him in a perpetual co-
venant, that shall not be forgotten. The pro-
fession that she then made she beld fast to the
very eud.

“ The deceased wife of your highly respected
minister was one of the daughters of the Rev.
Thomas Fraser. of Montreal, late c¢f Lanark,
€. W., amabn, by the way, who has seen much
afffiction.  Nine members of his family has be
seen committed to the sleep of the grave. We
sympathize with bim amid his sore trials; aad
no less do we symypathize witk you, my fricnd,
in yours; and with you, also, who thiz day
mourns over the loss of a sister beloved, and
the wounds of whose heart are opened again
afresh by the death of another of your kindred.
May the strength of God support you alll May
! ilis consolations be largely poured into your

wounded minds!  May he give to you who are
! present, and to those who are absent, comfort
i to their spirits over this heavy trial. Andmay
{ it be yours, when the duties, and the trials, and
f the battles of life are over, to mect with those
! who are so nearly related, and so dear, an un-
i broken circle of fricads, in the Kingdom of
3 {iod above.”

Paesevrensay Usion ix New Sovrn Wangs—
For seme time past pegotiations have been
earricd on for a general union of the Established
Charch, the Free Chureh, and the Paited Pres-
byterian Church of Scotiand, existing in New
Seuth Wales. These negotiations have been
brouwght o a successful j<oue, and, in the
smonth of Septembier dust, a mecting was held
of the representatives ¢f the threv bodies for
the ratification of the union. The articles
forming the basis of union were read, during
which all the members of conference stood up,
signifviny their assent to ¢ach article by hold-
ing up their hands, This being done, the three
Maderators deelared the dizsolution of their
respective Synads, and their future amalgama-
tion in one bedg, and then procecded to sign
the articles of uzion which had been read by
the clerk of the Assembly. The Rev. A
Thomsen was unanimansiy elected moderator
of the first General Asscmbly of the united
churches, and the Rev. J. B. Laughton, As-
sembly Clerk. A\ most excellent inaugursld
address was delivered by the Moderator, in
which be dilated on the jmportance of the
cssential characieristics of the Presbytsrian
Church, and on the need for, and the advan-
tages of a firm adherence to the vital principles
of Christianity, and an intelligent zeal for
their propagation. The Rev. Dr. Fullerton
then moved, and the Rev. A. €. Geikie,
farmerly of Canada, scconded, a resolution ex-
¢ pressive of thanks to \lmighty God for His

N
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wmerciful guidance in bringing the negotiations
for union t0 80 successful an issue, and advi-
sing that the articles forming the basis of union
be engrossed on the minutes of the General
Assembly, ang “ signed by all the members of
this supreme federstion of the Presbyterian
Church in New South Wales” A pudlic
meeting followed in the evening, which was
attended by a dense crowd of persons. The
newly elected Moderator occupied the chair,
and addresses were delivered by the Rev. W,
Purves, the Hon. J. Macfarlane, M.D.,, the
Rev. J. B. Langhton, Professor Smith, M.D,,
the Rev. Dr. Steel, Mr. J. Richardson, the Rev,
J. Kinross. Al the speakers dwelt strongly
on the advantages of the vaion which had just
been consummated, expressing their thanks to
God that it had been so successfully brought
about, and indulging in bright visions of the
increased cfficiency and usefulness of the
united churches. The large assembly separated,
highly delighted with the meeting, and re-
joicing that a long-desircd project had been
happily completed. This is unquestionably
one of the greatest ecclesiastical movements of
the day in New South Wales, and the example
here set might be very advantageously followed
by other religious denominations. The mani-
fold divisions of the Church have often done
‘much to impede the progress of Christianity in
the world, and it is much 10 be desired that
those who do already agree in fundamental
principles, should sacrifice their minor differ-
ences, and become onc in all practical ar-
rangements and cfforts.— Toronto (Hlobe,

COXTRIBUTED TO THE HOME MISSION
CONTINGENT FUND, SINCE 14th NOV.
S1. AyprEw's Cosanecation, MoNTrEAL.

Thomas Paton...oivvennenn.... e 85009
William Dow........... et eereaiaan 50.00 ¢
John Frothingham............. ... oo 5900
James Law.ooo... .. eerareana enven 50.00
Alexander Urqubart.............. sees 20000
Thomas Peckoe e viinnnnrinnnn ... 26.06
tobert Leckic ..o.uviieanininL... 26.00
Walter McFarlane.ooo.. ... evresiaena 10.00
John Fraser..covevvun.n. teeatianen .. 1000
James S Hunter. . ooiveiiinan..... .. 1009
John Turnbull.......... wveseaseaann. 10.0)
John Rankin........... eveeiaaraan . 1000
Hugh Allan.... 7 ........ Cereeneann 10.80
JoG MeKenzie v venii i, 10.¢0
Jabn L. Marrise. . oouee.. .. B [ X )
D. Crawford....... et iainenans P X (1))
J. Rhyaas...... tetetrsrriieransaa es B0
J.McDougall....ooioiiil il S0
Peter Robertson...oo.... Caaean P 11}
William Kinlach... ..... iiacenanaan 5.00
Walter Roach.eveeeeenennennnn... -+ 1.00
Cash J.8.5....... Cteieeteenaianaa .. 500
St. Pavy's Coxcrecation, MoxTrREAL.
John Greenshiclds.............. vae e §30.00
James Johnston. .. oiiiiiiiuninn... 50.00
Dravid Greenshields........ Ceevanen ... 50.00
George Stephen......... D, esss 50.00
Alexander Buntin................ vee. 5000
Robert Muir..... .. ........ cescnsaees 2300
Donald Ross «..avee... Ceenvan cesses 25,00
William Dazling..... Seereseraneien.. 2500
James Rese.....ioiviieiiiiiiiina... 10.60
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Andrew Allan...vvciiviinrnivicaceas. 1000
Alexander Mitchell....... eatiacceans. 10,00
Joseph RO88..cvtiniiienrivoaiiaenar. 10.00

John McDonald. .. oiovviiiinennnnee.. 1000

Witliam McCubbin...cuviivneie. .. v oo 10.00
John Smith.ceveinan... ceeean eeese 10.00
William Christie....... Cteeenas ve-sa 50O
Andw. McFarlang.e oo veiiinninn.. 5.00
James Fairie......... Cetseaianaean . 500
C.D. Meeker......... tesestiaanrnsas 50O
W. R. Croil....... e et tacnannean 5.00
C. D. Proctoreecaeeen.. ceverecenan . 500
George Templeton....... R, veeaas 2.00
Alexander GeddeS.vaeevie vanienvnn. . 5.00
A Friend ...... e eceeaneea s ve.. 1.00
AFriend (iociiiiiiiiarinians areees 200

Sabbath collection, per J. M. Ross..... 76.50
Sr. Axprew’s CoNGREGATION, QUEBEC.

PerJ.W. Cookuinerreerieinneennea.85400.00
Received in cash since 14th Nov. from
Hillsboro', per Angus McMurchy.... ... 16.00
King, # Rev. John Tawse.....o.. 10,00
Point 8t. Charles, per Rev. Jozhua
B <13

Recesvep 18 Depucerions.

Hemmingford, per Rev. J. "atierson....$25.00
Russeltown, ¢ & Wm. Masson... 25.00

2300

Ormstown, & Wm. C, Clark.. 25.00
Williams, ¥ # R, Steveason... 25.00
Chatham, % Johan Rannie... 23.00
Londdon,  +  Francis Nicol... 25.00
Southwold, * ¢ Donald Ross.... 25.00
Clifion, “ % George Bell.... 25.00
Saltflcet & Binbrook ¢ Hugh Nivin.... 25.00
Dundas, per James Herald... 23.00
Niagara #  « Charles Camp-
bell........ 25.00
Cornwall, # & Hugh Urqubart. 20.00
Williamstown, ¢ < . Watson, B.A.. 7.50
Martintewn, % ¥ James Mair..... 2500
Cote 8t.George ¢ ¢ AL Carrie, M.\, 25.00
Finch, « i Fugh Lamont.. 23.00
Belleville, @ Arch, Walker.. 23.00
Stirling, @3 Alex. Duchian.. 2300
Wolfe island, ¢ * George Porteus. 2500
Ringston, O W Inglis, AL 25.00
Pittshurg, Y Wm, Bell, ML 2500
Roslin, “ & James McCaul.. 25.00
Sincoee, & ¥ Wm, Livingston 25.00

Hornby aud Trafalgar, per Rev Wm,

T o 5.09
Pakeabam,  per Rev. Alex. Mann..... 5.00
Arnprior, “# Peter Lindsay.. 25.00
Rosgs & W. Meath, # Hugh Cameron., 25.00
Bromiey, rer ¥ J0 K. Medorine. 25.00
Litchficld, “ D NMceDonald... 25.0¢
Scarhoro, ¢ James Bain..... 2500
Brock, ¢« J Camphell M.\ 25.¢0
W. Guilimbary, ¢ *, Wm. McKee.... 25.00
Omangeville, ¥ % Wm. B, McRay. 25.00

o+ 5% David Camrlon.. 25.00
J. Carmichacl... 25.00
Walter R. Ross.. 25.00

J. 8. Mullan, B.AL 25.00

Part Hope,
West King, “oou
Pickering, #ou
Clarke, “om

Muimur, ¢ Alex. McLennan. 23.00
Grorging, # 4 John Gordon.... 25.00
Lindsay, “ o JOB. Mair..... . 25.00
Ottaws, B X Spence, DL, 96.50

J. D. Ferpguson.. 25.00

LOcignal, vooa
Williamm White.. 25.00

Richmond, #wou
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tixford, per Rev, Wm. T. Cauning 25.00
Chelsea, o« J Sjevright, B.A. 25-00
Spencerville, ¢ ¢ James B. Mullan. 25.00
Buckingham, % ¢ James C. Smith. 11.00
Ordained Missionary, William Miller... 23.00
Ramsay, prr Rev.o J. McMorine, D.D. 25.00
Smith's Falls, ¢ ¢ Solomon Mylne.. 19.00
Brockville, % Duncan Morrison. 30.00

Lanark, “os J Wilsen, M.ALLL 25.00
Beckwith, ¢ Walter Ross, M.\ 25.00
Kitley, o« Dol MeLean.... 25.00
Fergus, ¢t (Geo. MaeDounell. 25.00
Guelph, “ ¢ John Hogg...... 25.00 .
Mount Forest, ¢ ¢ John Hay.. 25.00 |
Galt, woe R (Jlmpbdl \l \ 25.00
Kincardire, ¢ ¢ Alex. Dawson... 23.00
Leith & Jobuson, “  \. Hunter, LA 25.00
Inverness, per ¢ Alex. Forbes..... 25.00
Three Rivers, * ¢ . G. MclLaren... 25.00
Melbourge, ¢ ¢ f. G. Smith..... 25.00
Sherbrooke, # # J. Evans, M.A... 25.00
New Richmond, ¢ John Wells...... 25.00

<. $2952.50
There has in addition been acknowledged in

Amountingin allto. ......

the Presbyterian, between 13th Junc and 14th |

November, 1865, as received in cash for Con-
tingent Fund, $406.25.

Queen's Couirce.—Last night our citizens |

were reminded of the closing of this institution
for the Christmas holidays by & procession of
the students marching through the streets sing-
ing college songs and serenading the various
professors. We are happy to learn that the
college is in a bighly prosperous condition. In

the Madical Faculty the number of new students |

|
)
i
|
!

is unusually large, and there 13 /lso anincrease
in the number of students in Arts. Thesefacts
are the more gratifving when we consider the
difficuliics through which the college has just
passed. But these troubles have not been without
their good eflects, since they have gone to prove
that the institution possesses so large a degree
of inherent vitality and have tended to the de-
velopment of a more thorough system of carry-
ing on the business of the university.

Queex's Usivgrsity Liseany.—The Curators
of the Library beg to acknowledge, with
thanhs, the following dunations, received since
October :

From St. Andrew’s University, Scotland, 1 vol.
¢ Government of Canada, 1 vol.

¥ Wm. Dow, Esq., Montreal, 84 vols.

*  Thos. Paton, Esq., Montreal, 32 vols.

¥ Rev. John MacMorine, D.D., Ramsay,

4 vols.
From Botanical Society, Edinburgh, 1 vol.

¢ Harvard University, U.S., 1 vol.

“  Professor MacLean, Queen's College, 1

vol.
Gzo. Porteovs, Librarian.

14th December, 1865.

ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH, CLIFTON.

Contributions received since last acknow-
ledgment, with carnest thanks to the kind
donors :~ .

NilEATA c e vveeeonnasanncnceeassenss. 54100
Eldon, per J. Stuart, Esq.eev.iiesee.s. 1500
b 2030 Ko s AR cees 8.00
Hamilton.eooeeieiiiieieinnnnnes cees 2900

GEORGE BELL, Minister.

@orrespondence.

WHAT ABQUT THE ST. GABRIEL STREET
CHURCH ?

J

4“AFTER a vexatious and liti-
gious contest of twenty
years, this church has at
length come into our posses-
sion. “The Auld Kirk bas
got her rin again.” We can-
not, asa Church, over-estimate
the importance of this acquisi-
tion. Though, externally, St.
Gabriel Church has no great appearance, yet
inside it is commodious, and most handsomely
fitted up ; and with it, asa collecting ccatre, we
have now an opportunity of adding to our
Church in the commercial metropolis of Canada,
an entirely new, and what we hope in time will
become & large and influentinl congregation.
The question, then, should not be, ¥ What
are we to do with it?” but, how are we to

work it so that this desirablc end may be
speedily accomplished? In answer to this
and other querics regarding this church, we
propose a few considerations which may be
worthy the attention of the readers of this
journal, and especially of those who may bave
some intention of becoming applicants for its
pulpit. In the first place, what are the pros-
pects of this field?  We answer unhesitatingly
that they are good; that they are all that a
man of courage, energy, and talent would
desire in entering upon work in a new ficld.
This will at once be seen from the following
facts.

St. Gabriel is the only Presbyterian Church
in a section of the city that is extensive acd
populous, and in this population there is a large
Presbyterian element.

It is equally removed from St. Paul's and
St. Andrew's, so that there can be no collision
with these congregations. It is true that there
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are some families, belonging to both of these,
residing in the vicinity of St. Gabriel, the
majority of whom, we believe, will turn into
the new church. But this will not, in any
material degree, lessen the strength of the
other two, as they are already overcrowded,
and can each easily afford the loss of a dozen
or more families. And we have no doubt that
the ministers of these churches will rather en-
courage than otberwise this action of their
people, knowing that their individual loss will
be the Church's material gain. This, of course,
will be a strong clement of success for the new
charge, especially as some of these families are
wealthy, influential adherents of our Church.
With regard to the former congregation who
worshipped in this place, we know that many
of them will remain with the old church. They
are attached to it from old associations, and
from many long years of pleasant, profitable
service within its walls; and, besides, it would
be extremely inconvenicnt for many of them—
especially in bad weather—to attend the new
church which has been built in an eatirely
different and more distant part of the city.

Nearly a hundred of the old congregation,
during the services which we have already
beld, bave remained in their old pews, and in
an honest, sensible spirit, independent of that
foolish bigotry and prejudice which, unbappily,
so much characterize the Presbyterian churches
of this country, bave, we believe, determined
there to abide.

Independent of these local considerations,
we must ever remcmber that Montreal is a
rapidly growing city, whose population in the
last ten years has nearly doubled, and whose
progress for the fature will, we bave reason to
expect, be even greater than in the past. In
less than ten years we will have a population
in this city of fully 200,000. in this view, it
i3 no wild assertion to make, that almost any-
where in Montreal, if we have a suitable build-
ing and the right man, there we can gather a
good congregation.

This applies with all force to St. Gabriel,
where we bave a church capable of seating
600 people, and in conuection with which there
is & manse, worth folly £100 a year, and
situated, /s we have seen, in a section of the
city in which there is no other Presbyterian
church.  These, then, are grounds sufficient,
we thiok, in warranting us to form the opinion
1hat, in that place, there are good prospects for
organizing a most respectable congregation.
How this desirable end is to be attained, must
be evident to all who bave given the matter
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any consideration. A8 speedily as possible a
man should be settled over this field, who will
bave an interest in it, and the people in him,
and who will be made to feel responsible for
the right working of the field. Such a man
will require especially to be an carnest worker
and an acceptable preacher—one who, in both
his public and private capacity, is truly an
approved workman, We speak advisedly when
we say that, humanly considered, the whole
success of this enterprise depends upon the
man. There are many families who are wait-
ing, and waiting anxiously, to sec what action
will be taken in this matter, whose uniting with
this church depends entirely upon the man who
will be appointed.

It becomes those, therefore, who have the
power of appointment, whether it be the Pres-
bytery of a missionary, or the people of a
minister, to exercise great caution, judgment,
and discrimination. May a superior wisdom
guide and overrule in this appointment, so that
the good of the Church and the glory of God
may be subserved!

The Church, so far, bas acted with all prompti-
tude and energy. Notice having been given to
the Presbytery of Montresl, at its last meeting,
that the building would come into our possession
on the first Sabbath in December, it appointed
the city ministers a committee of supply, with
Dr. Mathicson asconvener, till the next regular
meeting in February. This committee bave
arranged for the hearing of candidates,— of
whom there are & number in the field,—cach
candidate, according to his order in the list,
preaches two consecutive Sabbaths. When all
have been heard, the people will then, in the
usual way, make their decision, when the
Presbytery will either induct the person chosen
as pastor, or appoint him as a& missionary to
labour in the field until such time as the people
will be sufficiently collected and organized to
constitute a settled charge.

If the present nuwber remain, and it ought
rather to be increased by the time all the candi-
dates have been heard, we think that the
former course will most probably be pursued.

We hope that the organizing of this charge
will inaugurate a new era in our history as a
Church in Montreal; that it will stimulate us
to go forward with greater energy in the work
of Church extension, and to do more and better
than we have cver yet done in supplying the
spiritual destitution of the Presbyteriaz popula-
tion of this city.

We hope that we will soon feel impelted to
erect 2 new church in Griffintown, where there
is a ficld agextensive and clamantas in St
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Gabriel street. These two, witha larger church
at Point St. Charles, will piace our Church in
the commercial metropolis of Cannds in that
respectable and influential position which che
ought long ago to have attained.

CocxtToR.

THE PRESBVTERY OF MONTREAL.

To the Editor of the Preshuterian.

Dear Sin,—I wish in a fow words ‘0 make
allusion t0 an artic'c which appears in the
“ Presbrteriza ™ for this month. I do so, not
1o complain of pudlic discussion of matters
in which I may be personaily involved; but
simply beeause I believe that the article re-
ferred o, may have been written in ignormance
of certain facts, which may have a material
bearing upon the qucstions discussed. The
article is based upon the supposition thxt 2l act
tion has ceased—that no further steps are 1o
be taken by St Andrew’s congregation and the
Preshytery of Montreal.  If that supposition be
false, the arguments—cven although they
might be otherwise good—amount to very
little. I canaot of course, suppose the writer's
ignorance to have been wilful, but - must ex-
PTess my strong conviction, that it weuld at
least have been courteous on his part to have
informed himself whether any further action
wwas bring taken, befors he wrote an article
whose coffect cannot be very beneficial, If
action be still gending, mach of the =article is
altogether irrelevant.  For neither by the
action of the Preshytery of Kinross, nor yet by
s own action, is the Presbricry of Mentreal
presuated from proceeding to Induction, or
taking whatever logal steps it may choose,
when the congregation of St Aadrew’s Church
shall applr toit. All shet was acked =t the meet-
ing of Preshytery was that a certain docament
be engrossed; leaving the question of further
action pesfeciiv open.  There may have been

ifferences of opinion expressed by mombers of
court, in regand 1o the niecessity or propricty
of havinga formal indaclion ; but thal question
on ils own weriis and in vegalar form was not
before the court for its decision atall. And
Fet 1 think that the article referred o proveeds
on the supposilion tiat the qucstion had been
decided an e megative. That question the
PoeshztesT, iF it choase. tkall vt have o de-
cide for itself: and whatever might be my oxn
opinion, I showid never for 2 moment hesitate
1o cemnply with the decision of the Preshrtery
in € matler of s walare. 1 state this, be-
cxuse I regrel to sax that the impression which
Ut atticle mxst bave poodeced i that 1 kave
Iven secking admission to a ckarge in an ille-
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gal form. It i3 entirely different. All thati
have done finds its justification in my own
wind and conscience, and I have left myself
in the hands of the Presbytery.

Being, as it were still before the court, I re-
frain from entering upon the discussion of
poiats involved in the article—I regret to soy
that it bas appeared, altogether without my
knowledge; I should have been only too happy
to have corrected some of thewriter's deficient
information, and should not kare felt the pain
of writing to youas I have done. 1 leave many
points untouched—nothing could possibly be
further from my desire than public contro-
versy ; more especially when I have come to
Canada witk a sincere desire to do all in my
power to further the good of the Church—andl
hope that instead of a life of controversy, I
may cnjoy the cordizl intercourse of my
brethren in the ministry, that intercourse which
may be regarded as anc of the most biessed
cxpericnces of a minister’s life.

I am, your obdt. servt.,
Axow. PaTox.
Montreal, 1§th Dec., 1865.

{We did not, as Xir. ’aton supposcs; write in
ignorance, wilful or otherwise, nor can we plead
guilty to any want of courtesy. Our opinion
is that the cffect of the articie and question will
be beneficial—certainly to the Churck, possibly
to the congregation of St. Andrew’s, Montreal,
and its assistant minister. The cngrossing of
the document from Kinross meant either some-
thing or nothing. Its cffectsin Dr. Mathicson's
opinion was staied by him ia his usaal nlaip,
straightforseard way. There is no doubtas to
wkat ke thoxpht it meant.  We fonnd no fanlt
with Nr. P"aton, aor do we blame bim. We
found gre=t faull with the Preshrtlery, and
we do blame that teverend court for serions
neglectof daty to the Church, toMr. Paton, and
to themselves. The columans of this journal are
apen to Nr. Paton to supply information where
he thinks we have fziled ta give i, orto discass
the points brought forwand in our article,
il he sce 6t o do so.  The greand taken by us
ig, ia our epinion, commect. We are clear oa
that point.] Enivors.

s ey —— L ————— s

To 3¢ Fditer of the ¥ Presdplerian™
Eig i—Ia vour Iast impression you take the
Presiirtess of Nontreal to task for eertain pro-
teedings neferred to, and for sowme that have
alseady been disposed of by a highes court., As
a membdes of the Presbriesy, 1 do nol commplain
1531 vou have thas broaght as inte public noteri-
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ey, but think that we deserve some leniency,—
when, as you well know, our deference to those
who should lead us is the sole reason for being
thus open to public censure. I admit that our
Presbytery has bad its doings reversed more
than.once by the Synod—and I think justlyso;
but I submit that the cause of this was not the
result of our ignorance of law and order, but
the extraordinary persistence of some members
in pushing their own cuds contrary to law and
order. Nor do I think, that this was permit-

ied so much from lack of moral coursge, as you |

surmise, as from respect to age, and a desire to
preserve good fellowship in the Presbytery—a
very desirable object.  But the most extraordi-
nary procceding of all is, that recorded in the
“ Presbylerian ™ for last month,—1 mean the
zction of the Presbyicry ancat certain do-
cuments laid on the table by Rev. Dr. Mathic-
son, purporting to be an cvidence of the ordin-
ation and induction of the Nev. Andrew Paton
0 the congregation of St Andrew’s Church,
Montreal.

The matter is of 2 very importantand grave
natre, involving, as it dees, the independence
of our Church; as well as the integrity of our
ordination and induction vows, and should not
be quicty allowed 1o pass unchallenged; it
wmight be referred to at some future time asa
precedent. 1 charmacterise this as an attempi to
ignore our cxistence as o Preshytery, and 1o
override our legitimate jurisdiction, as being
uawarraniable, and not to be tolemted for one
moment. 1t s nn abuse of the conucction cx-
isting beiween our Church and the Church of
Scotiznd, as expressly declared and aflirmed by
oth.

When | consider these docmtaents; in thelight
of the request made 1o the I"resbyiery of Kin-
toss, Seotland, by Wie Rev. Mr Paton, 1 must
say that the wholc affair is devoid of courtesy
towards our I'resbriers, and to my mind, some-
thing move than incensistent. 13 would appear
that a wiole request is made teo the Preshr-
o7y of Rinross, and a partial answer is reccived
aznd presented 1o our Preshriery as a document
catitling Jr. "aton to the statas of assistant
and suceessor to Dr. Mathicson; and, under
ceriain  circnmsiances, constitating him =
member of Presbytery and Syaod, without bis
being regulandy inducted by us. Al this isn
oSt eXURANGIRATT procedure, and to my mind
somcthing move than the remit of ipnomance
of aur laws, or of those of the Church of Svoi-
laad ; for it is contrary to the constitetion and
practice ofevery Preshyierian body known tome
citheron the conlizent of Eanepe, Ncatlang, lre-
1and, or England o7 in \mcrica, and besides, itis

)
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a clear and direct violation of the solewn enact-
ments of our Synod and our “ Form of Process,”
which # Form of Process ™ is in the possession
of every minister and clder of our Church,
or ought to be.

It is ultra vircs of any Presbyiery to receive
or act uponu auy documments from any congrega-
tion or parties representing it, which is under
the jurisdiction of another Presbytery, unless
these documents cowme through the Presbytery
within whose jurisdiction the parties sending
them reside.  The Presbyters of Kinross has
violated the constitution of the Church of Scot-
land as established and defined by law, and
has acted most discourtcously towards our
Presbytery, when they took any notice what-
cver of documents coming to them nol preci-
ously sulnnitied to tae Presbricry from whose
jurisdiciion they emanated ; and wemistake the
temper aad spirit of the Church of Scotland, if
this action of the Presbytery of Kinross be al-
lowed to pass uncensurcd.

The more dignified course for that Presbytery
would have been to have acted in the only way
in which it had 2 rigin toact, namely, non-inter-
ference in matiers of right coming under our
jurisdictionalonc. We would not tolerate for a
moment such conduct from any of the Presby-
teries of cur Srnod, far less from onc be-
»ond the Atlantic.

thwing to jainful family afilictions I was pre-
veated from being in my place atshe last meet-
ing of Presbytery. Had I bren there the matter
would now wear a different aspect ; for Twould
have mnost ungucstionabiy protested againstthe
receplion of these informal documents in
any skape, and would bave appeated o
thc Syned for assistance in mainiaiving the
dignity of owr lawsand the integrity of our
Church. The Presbyiery bad noright to receive
these documents,—purporling to come from
the Preshytery of Kinrogs, as an cvidence of
Ar. Paton’s having been ordained, od Preby-
Ietinzm regus, than they had to receive and
1econd the il of I"in Nono, announcing the
Inmacalate Coneeplion of the Virgin Mary!

There was 20 reagon whateverwhy the exist-
cnce and jurisdiction of aur Preshricery should
have Ieen ignored by any parties; on the ground
of hurry, and tire season of the year, as you hiat,
as a pro-rensla moeting conld kave been con-
vened witkin fire days (o deal with he matler
and let it be known that we kad 2 good many
meetings lately—and surely Wie desire to gain
oncwrck isnolasufficient reasonfor suchunwar-
santable procedure.  Tam suve the Prosbylery
would cheerfully, and withoat oue digsenting
voice, lmve forwarded the withes of all partics
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concerned. The importance of the question
raised, and my respect for law and order, is my
only cxcuse for obtruding myself upon you and
the Church.

I am yours truly,
W. C. Crange.
Urmstown, December 4th, 1863.

THE ANNIVERSARIES IN MUNTREAL.
To the Editor :

Drar Sy, —Ia your paper of March last there
appears a short cditorial anent the Anniver-
saries of the various religious socicties in
Montreal, in which you say: # We should de-
sire to sec a greater interest taken in these
mectings by brethren from the country. At
present — not, we are persuaded, from any
fault of the Committee of arrangement—the
speaking is confined to the city clergymen;
and these meetings have, therefore, the appear-
ance of being local, and their interest confined
to Montreal. This, we fecl, the promoters must
be desirous to avoid ; and we have little doubt
that 3 judicious intermixture of speakers from
different parts of the country would gire these
meetings the appearance of being what they
are in reality, catholic in their aims and |
object.”

Now, Sir, I must confess I am not very much
acquainted with the dutics of such committees
of arrangement ; but onc thing I think is plain,
that it belongs to them to invite speakers and
arrange subjects for the different cvenings. 1
have resided for several years within a !
short distance of Montreal, and have always
taken & deep interest in these mectings, but
have felt that, as the city clergymen only were
the speakers, the city people only were expected
to be the bearers.  During my residence here 1
h-:n'c not heard of 2 single clergyman from the
district fiaving been invited to take part in .
them; it is just possible that such may have !
occurred, but from my position 1 have good |
means of knowing whether it was so or not. |
The districts around Montreai all contribute ;
to somc extent, to these various schemes,—to i
some of them as liberally as the people in Mont- '
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real. It is hut fair, then, that these districts
should be attracted to attendance at the anni-
versaries and to 2 deeper interest in the glo-
rious mission work, by the invitatior of some
of their spiritual leaders to take part in the
proceedings at those meetings. The time will
soon be hiere again for the holding of them; if |
the same thing eccar his scason, as is referred !
t0 in the above quotation, I wish, Mr. Editor,
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you would let us know whose fault it is, if not
that of the committee of arrangement.
Yours, &c.,
ReusTicus.

—

THE CRISISIN OUR CHURCH.
T'o the Editor of the Presbylerian.

Sin,—It must be apparent to every thought-
ful mind that has given any attention to the
subject, that the present is a critical period in
the history of our portion of the Church in
Canada. If the evi! to which I shall presently
allude has not before this found for itself a
tongue, it isassuredly not because it is slight or
slightly felt. Asmany of the profoundest cmo-
tions of the heart arc smothered in the secret
recesses of the soul, too sacred to be spoken
about, so this evil has been too real to be
blabbed forthin the columns of a newspaper.

I bave made this prelimipary remark lest the
silence of those ministers, now, I believe, nine-
teen in number, who, at the last three times of
payment, received nothing from the funds at
thedisposal ofthe Temporalities Board, should
be misinterpreted. And let us hope that the
same reason that has hindered those most decply
interested in the matter from hitherto making
it the subject of public discussion, has also
prevailed to linder others not so personully in-
terested, from commenting upon it—namely,
the gravity of the crisis, and not any indiffe-
rence to it, fecling that common-place would
be out of place, and that the evil were better
not mentioned, unless some practical remedy
conld be suggested. This. I hope, is the reason
why your correspondents have been occupying
themsclves often with matters of comparatively
trifling moment, whilst socryingan cvil lay to
their hand inviting them to attack it

If I at last draw attention to the subject, I
do not wish to be thought a croaker, rushing
into print to give expression to a personal
gricvance. Venting onc’s trials acd disappoint-
ments upon the public, merely 1o give relicf to
vexation, is ncither very dignified nor very
profitable ; and were it not for the hope of
aiding to better the existing state of things, the
Church would never have the matler thrust
upon their notice by me. But to be longer
silent would be 10 imperil the interests of the
Church ; and fecling this I have, at last, ventur-
cd, by your courtesy, to broach the subject
through the columns of the Preshyterian.

The scriousness of the present state of things
may be cstimated. from the following consider-
atlions:

1. Therenveat present four ranks of clergymen
in our church: first, the commuling Ministers,
receiving annually $450 from the Temporalitics
Fund ; secondly, the jmicileged  ministers,
recciving $4090; thirdly, ministess, seltled up Lo
the end of the year 1861, recciving $200 ; and,
fourthly, those selfled since, veceiving nothing.
Now, I hope, no onc will attempt to defend this
condition of affairs as healihy and legitimate.
It is & practical violation of the first principles
of P'reshyterianism ; and no oneat allacquaint-
cd with Ghiurch history needs to be told that it
was by beginnings like this that the first en-
croachments were made wpon the purity and
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simplicity that belonged 10 the clergy of the )
primitive church. Prelacy is not so bad a thing |
as Presbyteriunism with runks and gradations, Nor
is it a suflicient answer to say that it might as
well be urged that the difference of remunera-
tion received by ministers in cities and country
districts respectively—is a subversion of Pres-
brterianism, By no means. I daresay it will
be found that on the whole, country ministers
are as well paid as city ones, considering the !
staff they are respectively made of, and the |
necessary expenditure that belongs to their res- |
pective positions. But even though this, on 5

enquiry, should not prove to be the case, it is
not from any privilege or status attached to
the date of their induction that those who are
ministers in influential positions happen to be .
so : cither their good parts or their good luck !
have given them their positions. The evil I
and many others complain of is, however, one !
occasivned by privilege or status—priority of !
iudaction —and it is in this sense thatit isa |
subversion of the first principle of Presbyteria-
nism. ‘

2. And this theoretical grievance isall the
worse that it leads to a practical grievance. !
Ministers drawing S450 or $400 from the Fund !
have been known to try, as was natural, to make |
capital out of their status in their candidature |
for vacant places. And there can be no ques- '
tion that those receiving nothing but what the !
people will give them, and those receiving only
$200 a year from the Fund, are, celeris partbus,
placed at a disadvantage in comparision with
those who are able to make ouf to some extent,
cven though the peopleshould fail in their duty
—a consideration which we may suppose, as
human nature goes, is not without weight with
congregrations in fixing upon a minister.

3. The presentill state of things, if continued,
will have the cffect of begetting voluntary sen- !
timents in the minds of those who are not par-
ticipating in the Fund. It might be thought
that an experience of the evils of voluntaryism
would have the contrary cffect—that of making
men lunthe it—but both analogy nnd experience
are agaiast this reasonable expectation. The
drunkard does not throw away his cups nithough
he now and then awakes to the fact that he is
ruiniag both body and soul—the vile outeasis
hug their dirtand rags. The rebels against
British rule in America did not at the outsct
contemplate the establishment of a republic an
this continent : ther stumbled upon that expe-
dient, circomstances having made them de |
Jaclo a Republic. The Erskines and their fellow
seceders did not hold voluntaryism ns any
part of their creed, when they separated them- |
selves from the parent church : but their fol-
owers, in a generation or two, from being practi-
cally voluntarics became voluntarics in princi-
ple; and we find the same gradual change
coming over the sentiments of ministers of the
Free Church both in Scotland and Canada,
notwithstanding their profesis and caveals on
the subject in 1843 and 1845. .Now if pract-
cal voluntaryism lead to theoretical volunta.
ryism within our charch, as it has done else-
where, I dare say there are some who think
that worse sentiments might prevail amongst
us ; but, then, T'know there arc many in the
Charch who liold that sentiment in utler
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abborrence, and some of those are they who
have it largely in their power to prevent its
rising and spreading.

4. The last but nof the least evil to be men-
tioned, as arising out of the present position of
affairg in the Church, is that in most cases they
are the very men who have the greatest need
of extrancous 2id, that do not receive it.  The
1-oint on which the advocates of I'ndowments
have their opponents on the hip is, that whilst
it is granted, voluntaryisin may do very well
as a principle in wealthy communitics where
ordinances have been long established. vut its
inadequacy, as a principle, is felt when it secks
1o grap ple with ignorance and poverty : proceed -
ing as it does on the assumption which may be
true in political cconomy, that the supply will

! hest be sccured by the demand, but which is

very false when applicd to religions wants;
because, unlike material wants, they are not
palpable or felt wants. Applying this reasoning
to the matterin hand, the large congregations
established in old and wealthy communitices
conld, if they so chose, render a competency
to their ministers—possessing which, these mi-
nisters would not need to be dependent upon
any other sources of support ; but in remote
aund destitute Jocalities—localities for which
Jesus specially designed his Gospel, and which
it would e criminal in the charch to leave un-
supplied with ordinances—it is impossible for
congregations to give their pastors an adequate
maintenance. Now it is just in such localities,
places in which new congregations have been
founded, and the Church’s credit is being
maintained and ¢xtended, that 2 large propor-
tion of those who have been disappointed in
not obtaining aid from the Temporalities Fund
during the last year and a half, are scttied.

| And I wish that those who have it in their

poswer and whose duty itis, to aid in removing
the distress of those ministers who are suffering
uncomplainingly and in sceret, could only be
made to feel for half an hour the perturbations
which start up in their breasts every half year,
when the missive, the long-looked for missive,
from the Secrctary-Treasurer of the Board,

“fails to come at the expected time—onc such

experience of that mental agony would, I am
convinced, awaken the ssmpathy wlich is row
cvidently waunting.
1 am, Sir,
Your obedt,, servant,
Roagn7 CaMrasil.
Galt, Dec. 15th., 1865,

ST. ANDREWS CHURCH, CLIFTON.

< ":? N 1864, the Synod recom-
" mended a special appeal to

our Congregations at large
on behalf of the ahove named
church. In answer to their appeal
contributions liave been received
from only thirly-onc CcongTCga-
tions, in nine of which 1 did the
collccting myself. The agent of
the mortgagees having  resiled
from tho offer of settlement made
by himsclf and =accepted by me, the whole
amount of the original debt, ($4,000) must be
paid, being $1,000 more than was last year an-
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ticipated. To raise this latter sum, I have re-
cently commenced a new effort, and have
received $490,—mostly from people of other
denominations, who have shown much sympa-
thy and liberality. Unless the remainder can
soon be raised, the property will yet be lost.
The conditions of the large grant from the Co-
lonial Committee preclude us from borrowing
the amount lacking. Iere, then, is one of the
most interesting missions which ouc church has
in any part of the world; $6,000 spent on
church property ; nearly $3,500 more sccured
towards paying the debt; the greatest sacri-
fices wiilingly made by the people in the place
in raising this amount; and now the whole is
threatened with ruin, unless help come from
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some source beyond ourselves. In such extra-
ordinary circumstances, will those ministers
who have not made & collection for us, now
do so? Last year was an unfavourable one for
country congregations to collect money ; it is
now different, and excluding those which are
very new, or in peculiar difficulties themselves,
it i3 reasonable to hope that a collection
promptly made in the others, of those which
have as yet done nothing, will secure o settle-
ment. I earnestly entreat my brethren to
think of this matter and to help us without
delay.
(GEeorGe BeLr,
Minister.

Ctifton, 14 Dec., 1563,

Qrhicles  EGommunicated.

WHY ARE WE PROTESTANTS?
(Continued.)

¥T does indeed seem strange
that the Roman Catholic
Church has been able for so
many centuries to maintain
its claim to Infallibility, with

that claim. If we wateh the course
of the Hierarchy which during =0
long a period monopolised the
direction of Western Christianity,
we shall be at a loss in what department to
discern indications of that Divine infalli-
bility which it clims to have received in-
tact through a long time of suceessors to the
Apostle Peter. Not in the Pontifical chair
can we look for it,—the occupants of which
were, with a few execptions, cither politi-
cians absorbed in worldly agzrandiscmnent,
ot sensualists given up to scif indulgence
and the gratifieation of gruss and often cri-
mnal passions,—the best of them caring in
general more for the enjoyments of art and

literature than for the spread of Christ’s

Kingdom in the kearts of men.  And while
their character, in the Iuter azes often so
little befitted their profession of sanctity,
the theological tenets of the carlier pantifis,
1t ages when the degmas of thic Churcih
had not yet attained theic definite form,
were by no means uniform.  We find ouc
Popo, Liberins. under cocrcion of the Im-
perial Pen, making concessions to Arianism,
—another Zosimus, favouring Pelagianism,
till compelled by the power of the Emperor
and the voice of the majority to condemmn
1, while a later one Virgilius, having

so little in its history to sup- .
rort— so much to invalidate— |

, brought about the death of his predecessor
: by treachery, zave his secret adherenceto a
; heresy called Butychianism as the price of
his clevation to the Papal chair. The Pon-
' tificate had movreover been twice contested
, between rival candidates, cach of whom
claimed to be the successor of St. Peter,—
" one of these who was obliged to retire from
the contest and branded with the designa-
tion of” Anti-Pope,—having been since ca-
nonised in the Roman Calendar as a saint
and martyr !
© Norcai we discern this boasted Infalli-
bility i the Cardinals and Archbishops
. and other diznitarics..—the aspiring states-
men and polished courtiers and too often
reckless voluptuaries—whose hieartssvere in
politics or literature or pleasure,—any-
where rather than in the sacred duties no-
minally attached to their offices.  Can we
look for it in the General Councils of the
Church,—whose decisions the Church of
Rome has accepted as of nearly equal au-
thority with those of Inspiration,—Coun-
cils, which, convened for the purpose of
deciding Letween rival dogmatists, were, at
least in the earlier ages, characterised by
an amount of animosiiv aud turbulence and
bitter reerimination which drove to despair
the representative of the Tmycerial power,
sent to maintain order, and i which the
successful - disputants  jerscented  their
brethren with 2 relentless cruelty,—little,
if at ail, inferior to that of the lleathen
persecutors of the Church.

Not in Councils then, or courtly digni-
tarics, nor cven in the se-called representa-
tive of St. Peter, can we recognise the ful-
filment of the promisc of our Saviour to
His Church, #So £ am with you alway! "

—mm e mma e i et aem S e e e mtm
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His kingdom cometh not with observation,
and we can still recognise His presence in
the still small voice of true Christian faith
which was the life of many an individual
soul,—obscare indeed as regards the tide of
this world’s history, but shedding around
it the blessed light of a pure Christian
faith, which so far illumined the darkness.

And many such witnesses there were, even
in the darkest ages of the Church, to that
which was the source of the true unity of
the Church. The so-called unity of Rome,
which she boasted to have maintained un-
broken through so many ages, was but the
formal unity of an external pelity pressing
from without,—a narrowing and repressive
force, and not a real and living unity aris-
ing from the development of the same
spiritual life from within. The “ Church™
was in reality a vast conglomeration of very
heterogencous material, and the variety of
views and opinions—within certain limits
—was quite as great previous to the Refor-
mation as those of the different denomina-
tions of the present day.  In sacred Rome
itself, the worldly atmosphere of the polish-
cd court, nourished a reckless and cold-
blooded scepticis, among these, who, ad-
witted behind the seenes, had lost all fuith,
not only in the rites and ceremonies, but
also in the truth of Christianity itsclf. The
most sacred offices of the (Church were sneer-

f

at by those whese duty it was to perform |

them, with a cold-blooded profanity almast
cxceeding belief.
In more remote regions, on the other

hand, credulity was carried to the estreme
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of superstition, and no story of relicsar

mirackes was e absurd or overstrained to
be swallowed by an ignerant people. Every
now and then, the uncasy religious instinet
found vent in come wild outburst of fana-
ticism. as for instance in the Flagellants of
the thirtcenth and subsequent centuries,—
secking by viclent sclfinflicted penance,
to get nid of the overpowering consciowsmness
of muilt and of merited wrath which mn
only be removed through the onc offering
made for the remissions of sins,—* the
Lamb of Ged which taketh away the sins
of the world.” And lastly, there were, in
many an obscure retreat.—in  the recesses
of the Alps and in the czlls of quict monas-
tenes, many who found their spiritual
iife in that truth of justification by faith
which the Church had practically rejected,
—and who, clinging to their Saviour as
their only support, have left here and there
affecting testimony to the joy and peace
which they had in belicving; — = being
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justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”

As the Church had gradually declined
from the simplicity of her primitive insti-
tutions, so had she also corrupted the sim-
plicity of her primitive faith. Salvation by
faith in Christ Jesus had been the great
fundamental doctrine of Christianity. Dis-
tinguished from all human systews of reli-
gion, which had always sought to introduce
some human element into the work of man’s
salvation,—something by which he might
purchase that which God bestows only as a
free gift,—the glad tidings of the Gospel
had been, By grace arc yc saved,—through
Jaith, and that not of yoursclves—it is the
gift of God.” Nothing was more distinctly
taught by our Lord and His Apostles, than
that Man, brought by sin into a state of
alicnation from God, and utterly unable by
any cfforts of his own, to regain that lost
communion with a pure and holy Being
and to overcome the tendencics to evil ex-
isting in his human nature, could yet, by
truc faith in Him who was - set forth as a
propitiation for the remission of sins,” re-
ceive pardon pezce and justification in
God's sight.

Bat this salvation was not a mere pardon
for past sin, but an active principle of spi-
ritual life, which by the “cxpulsive power
of a new affection ™ should remove the se-
parating barrier between man and God, in-
fuse a power of successful resistance to evil,
and gradually bring the chameter and life
inte conformity with the holiness which
God requires.  Justification thus was not
the miere clothing of the sinfui soul in an
external covering of Chrast's  jwputed
rightcousness; by which God wmay reccive
us as righteous in His sight, but also the
imphnting of the principic of Christ’s
rightcousness, which should set the will snd
the aficctions free from the bendage in
which they were held by sin, svthat Christ’s
redecned  should  henccforth  * walk in
newness of life.” A\ struggle there must
indeed be,and often a severe and protracied
one; for sin is not o he overcome at once,
—perhaps never on this side the gmave,—
hut thelife is there, and will manifest itselC
in a progressive sanctification, for ¢ the just
shall live by faith.”

So long as this close connexion— this
heautiful harmony between faith and works
—was preserved, there could be no eollision
between them, no question of a justification
by rorks, which were felt to be the natural
outward devclopment of that cternal life
which is the gift of God. But faith came
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gradually to be looked upon as something
apart from this vivifying principle, as a
mere intellectual belief] in what was authen-
ticated by satisfactory cvidence;— that
spurious, nefficient faith which St. James
condemns when he says that faith without
works is dead, and that “the devils also
believe and tremble.”  Faith and its fruits
in the heart and life being thus disunited
in theory, it followed that this isolated be-
lief was felt to be an insufficient foundation,
and the belief graduaily sprung up that man
was saved by faith and works,—thus carning
Heaven in part by his own merits ;—as if
those deeds could ever be ** meritorious ™" in
this sense, the ability to perform which is,
cqually with the faith which inspires them,
the free #ift of God's sovereign grace.
Anothier subtle errror had its influence
in drawing men away from the purity of
the faith.
century the controversy respecting Pela-
gianism began to agitate the church. This
heresy, so called from the name of its
author, Peclagius, a native of Britain, con-
sisted in the denial of man’s nature being
a fallen onc, and teinted by hereditary
evil, and the assertion that man has the
power to do good by the exertion of his
will. It was the standing difficuity of
reconciling the problem of man’s power of
choice and free-will and his consequent
moral responsibility, with the scemingly
oontradictory truth of his inability of him-
self to do any good thing without the active
influence of God's frec and sovereign
grace. It isa difficulty which has in all
ages perplexed the minds of those who
have attempted to fathom its mysterics.
Yet, though irreconcilable, by our present
facultics, these scemingly conflicting truths,
—rcvealed to us both by God's word and
by our spiritual consciousness, canunot be
really contradictory. We cannot get rid
of the fecling that we are free to choose
whom we wiil serve, that this freedom
makes us morally responsible for the choice ;
while at the same time all who have ever
really entered upon the struggle to live
according to the perfect law of God, are
forced to join in St. Paul’s confession,—
“ to will is present with me, but how to
perform that which is good I find not.”
Itis onc of the things we cannot now
explain, but must be contented to know
only in part, waiting patieatly till the time
comes when ¢ we shall known cven as we
are known.”
. Pelagianism, when its tenets-broadly and
distivctly stated were brought under the

In the beginning of the fifth !
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! consideration of the church, did not at
' first meet with wmuch favour. Augustine
| opposed it with all his cloquence and
' authority, strongly contending for God’s
sovereign power over the soul which He had
, made, and the dircetness of His acting upou
!'it; and though, as has been already remark-
"'ed, one Pope for a time yielded it his
" assent, still the voice of the church was
' against it, and it was condemncd. Yet
' although rejected in its more definite
' form, the subtle influence of the same spirit
! crept gradually in to undermine the belief
in God's dircct dealing with the spirit of
“man, and in justification by fuith alone.
The organisation of the church interposed
itself between God and man.  Its appoint-
ments, rites and observances were the chan-
nel through which grace was to flow,—a
belief satisfactory enough to the natural
tcidency of the heart to depart from the
! purcly spiritual, and seck its rest in some-
thing more definite and tangible, while
at the same time it largely increased the
power of the church and the clergy, into
whose hands God was decmed to have com-
mitted the influences of His grace. They
were the administrators of baptism which
was now belicved to have the power of
cleansing from sin; and the ministers of
other rites and ceremonies, through which
the influcnces of the Holy Spirit were be-
lieved to descend upon the passive recipient.
A mass of outward obscrvances was gra-
dually introduced into the working of the
church; penances, fastings, -bodily ioflic-
tions, pilgrimages, the mortification of inno-
cent desires,—the sacrifice of human
affections and the breaking of natural ties
—were declared to be meritorious, and
efficacious in gaining salvation. The
church thus gratificd man’s natural repug-
nance to believe in his own helplessness,—
lus craving after somcthing outward and
tangible, which he may “ do, to be saved,”
and his desire to feel the freedom of his
will acknowledged ;—in reality building
up its own power while it professed to
cmancipate man's will, only in order to
cxert a more absolate control. In conform-
ing to the requirements of the church, the
scif-determining  power of the will was
recomised, but only that it may be laid as
an offering at the feet of the church, whick
in rcturn opened the gates of heaven to
her obedicnt votary.

But against the false system of making
outward ritcs, ceremonics and penances 3
satisfaction for sin, and substituting obe-
dicnce to the requirements of the church
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for living faith in Christ, there always | power, or invalidate her authority. Jobn

existed within the Church of Rome, a suc-

Huss and Savonarola at the stake, and

cession of faithful witnesses to that Truth | Madame Guyon imprisoncd, by relentless
which alone can make free. The mysties | theologians, are instances of the rigour with
of earlier, and the quictists of later years | which she crushed the upholders of a purely
cultivating the spiritual religion of the | spiritual faith, which relied, not upon ob-
heart in opposition to that of outward 3 servances, but upon God’s free grace.

rites; men like John Fauler of Strasburg .

in the thirteenth century, preaching sane-
tification of the heart and life through
faith in Christ, lifting up his voice against
the iniquity of the Popes, who, for the diso-
bedience of the ruler, had luid under the
ban of excommunication whole lands, cities
and villages, and declaring that the Pope
had no power to shut Heaven against those
for whom Christ had died ;—the Vaudois
in their mountain homes; John Huss of
Bohemia, Anselm of Canterbury, Savona-
rola at Florence, and many a poor monk,
and bumble Ghristian besides, bore testi-
mony to the one grand truth of Christianity,
salvation through Christ alone. * God,”
said Savonarola,—* remits the sin of man,
and justifies him by His grace. Count
the number of the saved ones upon carth,
and I will tell you the number of compas-
sions in heaven, for not one is saved by

works !—No man can boast of himself,— |

and if in the presence of God, the saints
were asked: Were you saved by any
strength of your own? all, with one voice,
would reply, “ Not to us, O Lord, but to
thy name be the glory.”

John Weissel, a doctor of divinity, and
a man distinguished for his couraze and
- his love of truth thus delivered his testi-
; mony. ‘' St. Paul and St. James teach
diversely but wot contradictorily. Both
represent the just as living by faith, but
by a faith which worketh by love. He
who under the sound of the gospel believes,
desires, hopes, trasts the glad tidings, and
loves Fim who justifics and blesses him,
gives himself up without reserve to Him
whom he sloves, and ascribes no glory to
himself, for he knows that of himself he is
nothing.” “ The injunctions of prelates
and doctors are to be observed only in the
measure prescribed by St. Paul, inasmuch
as “ sitting in  Moses' seat, they speak
agreeably to Moscs.” We are God's ser-
vaots and not the servants of the Pope, as
it is written, “ Thou shalt worship the
Lord,thy God, and Him only shalt thou
serve.”

But though the Church of Romc had
such witnesses to the truth within her own
pale, her car was always deaf to any truth
which threatencd to lessen her absolute
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i of the Council of Trent.

Of its own official teaching on this sub-
jeet we will quote shortly from the decisicns
“If any one de-
nies that by the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which is conferred in baptism, the
guilt of original sin is remitted; or cven
asserts that the whole of that which has the
true and proper nature of sin, is not taken
away, but that it is only cancelled or not
imputed; let him be anathema.” “ If any
one saith that the good works of one that is
justified are in sucih manner the gifts of
God, as that they are not also the good
merits of him that is justified, or that the
said justified, by the good works which he
performs through the grace of God and the
merits of Jesus Christ whose living mem-
ber he is, does not truly merit increase of
grace, eternal life and the attainment of
that eternal life, if so that he depart in
gracc—and also an increase of glory—let
him be apathema” *“ And” says a
modern apologist for Romanism, “ the doc-
trinc of justification thus presented, answers
completely to man’s intellectual and moral
naturc. Both rcason and will co-operate
with God's grace in the soul’s restoration.
And when so restored, God offers to it
heaven and an increase of glory, on condi-
tion of its fidclity and co-operation in good
works!”

The desire to merit hewven has been in
all ages a strong desire of the human soul.
It is casier for it ta labour and suffer, to
submit to penance and privations than to
submit to the humihation of confessing its
utter helplessness, or to seck its salvation
in a spiritual union with Christ. To this
end, that of meriting cternal life, the Fa-
kirs of India have cxposed themselves to
intolcrable sufferings, and the car of Jug-
gernaut has rolled over its thousands of
victims. To this cnd Mabomedans have
prayed and fasted, Flagellants have scourg-
ed themsclves, and many a monk in his
convent cell, has brought himself to the
verge of the grave by the macerations
to which he had subjected himself. For
what will not *a man give in cxchange for
his soul ?”

But who that fecls, through a spiritually
cnlightened conscience the unapproachable
purity and holiness of the perfect Jaw of
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God, how little he can himsell eradicate | where is the Christian who will dareto con-

one bad passion,—how in thelife-long strug-
gle to conform to the will of God, every act is
tainted and every step impeded by the sins
that deeasily beset us, will not feel it amock-
cery to speak of the good merits of Him that
is justitied,” will not feel thankful chat he has

4 surer foundation for his hope of cternal |

iife than his own “ fidelity and co-operation
in good works,” a foundation which is no-
thing less than the righteousness of the
cternul Son of God, whe foved him and save
himself for him?

If the Aposile of the Gentiles, carnest
follower of’ Chirist as he was, could exclaim
** Oh, wretched man that I am ! who shall de-
liver me from the body of thisdeath, I thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord,” if He,
who had done and suffered so much for the
Church of Christ could only desire that He
might © be found in him, not having mine
own rightecusness which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by faita;”

.

sider his own attainmentsin boliness, what-
cver they may be, as “ meriting increase of
grace, or eternal life?”

We may conclude this article with a
short quotation from the histerian of the
Reformation, vividly espressing the anti-
thesis in this respect, between Popery and
Protestantism; *¢ 'To set up a single caste
us mediator, between God and man,
and to barter in cxchange for works,
and penaaces and gold, the salvation frecly
given by God ; such was Popery.”

“To opea wide to all through Christ
Jesus, without any carthly mediation, and
without the power that called itself the
Chureh, free aceess to the gift of God, eter-
nul life; such was Christianity, sueh was
the Reformation.” foxa.

Notr.—In the ariicle * Why are we Protes-
tants 7" in the Presbyterian for November, a
slight misprint ocenrs.  For Archiishop of
Qrange near the end of the article, read Arch-
bishop af” Crayn.

Hotices and Hebielos.

wrmon—

Goop Worns ror 1865. London and
Montreal: Strahan & Company.

This publication has been a welcome
guest to us since the first number was pub-
lished. Its success has been unexampled.
It scemed to meet a felt want, that of a
Magaziue free from mere seetarian bias, yet
so_conducted that nothing adverse to true
religion should find entrance, @ periodical
that might enter the family with something
in it to think of; something to arguc about,
buteertainly containingnothing Lurtful. Be-
ginning as a weekly, that form was soon
abandoned, and now it'certainly takes rank
among the foremost of the serials. The
contents of the present volume are suffici-
ently varied to satisfy the most exacting,
written by men whasc abilities are enough to
please the most fastidious, and illustrated in
such a mauner as to show that acither patns
nor expease have been spared to secure the
highest talent.  Among the more promi-
nent papers are, a series by C.J. Vaughan,
D.D,, entitled “ Christ the Light of the
World,” Qur Indian Heroes” by Jobhn
William Kaye; essays on varioussubjects,
by Henry Rogers, whose ** Eclipse of Faith”

will not soon be forgotten.  Sir John Her-
schel, the Dake of Argyle, the Dean of |

Canterbury, W. Fieming Stevenson and
others contribute some valuable papers.
# Alfred Hagart's Houschold,” by Alexan-
der Swith, and * Hereward,” by Charles
Kingsley, are the serial tales which have
appeared during the last year. The volume
is very clegantly bound. The first number
of the new volume promises well for 1866.
Mrs. Oliphaut begins a story of modera
English life, called “ Madonna Mary.”
Vambéry, the cclebrated traveller, bas
been cnlisted in the corps of contribators,
besides many of our old familiar fricnds.

Tre PostMax's Bag. By J. D. Liefde,

Srories Torp 1o A Cuirp. By the
Author of Studies for Storics.

Tue Gorp Tureap. By Rev. Norman
MclLeod, D.D.

These works for the young, published by
Messrs. Straban & Co., to whom we are
indebted for copics, are not only suited for
this season, but for any scason. They are
beautifully illustrated to please the cye of
the young, and the illustrations are of a
class to educate the taste by showing what
art is. The consideration of what is the
tendency of their contents is, however, of
more importancee, stace a fair outside cover-
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ing would anly render more dangerous the
teachings of o false standard of personal re-
Yigion, or the setting up of wrong motives
for action. Qur children rust be guarded
from such influences. The works whose
names we yive above we can recommend in
the most favourzble terms. Liefde has
long been a favourite writer with us.  Dr.
Norman McLeod’s © Gold Thread” bas
gone through five cditions, and may go
through many more. Stosies told to a
Child are ¢hildlike but not childish.

Wmning His Way. By Carleton Cofin.
Boston : Ticknor and Fields; Mon.ival:
Dawson Brothers. 1866.

A very good book for the young, to
teach them the duty of selfreliance and
perseverance, although the bero is almost
too wuch of a hero for our taste. There
is something attractive about the book,
notwithstandisg it is tizged with what
American literature will be for some tiae
1 come, a frightiully patriotic manner of
being thankful that Northerners are not as
these rebels.

We have toacknowledge from the Messrs.
Pawson the Reviews and Blackwood, and
from Strahau & Co. the Sunday Magazine.
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Herewanrp. By Charles Kingsley. Bos-
ton: Ticknor and Relds; Montreal-
Dawsan Brothers. 18606,

A work by one of the best writers of the
day. Kingsley’s researches into early En-
glish history, kis picturesque style, and the
graphic way in which he lays before his
readers a seene touched off with at times a
quaintness of expressior, and again filled
up with an astonishing richness of thought,
have long rendered Kingsley a general
favourite. The present voluwme has appear-
ed in serial form, and is now published i
whele. In this shape we thiak it preb..ble
it will obtain o large and wide circulation,

Bisrioriigca Sacra.  Andover: Warren
F. Draper. Montreal: F. E. Grafton.

Mr. Grafton, Great St. James strect, ha-
sent us this very valuable theological maga-
zive, which is, as usual, full of interesting
matter. 1t is a work conducted with very
marked ability, and its contributers are
men of mark. We can most certainly
recommend it for its generally correct views,
although, of course, we eould scarcely be
expected to vouch for every doctrinal or con-
troversial expression contained in it. We
arc sare, however, that the perusal and
consideration of the articles in the Biblio-
theea Sacra will be profitable.

The Churches md heir Fissions.

PRINCIPAL TULLOCH ON THE CONFES.
SION CF FAITH AND TOLERANCE.

The following are some portions of the ad-
dress defivered by the Rev. Princtpal Tuiloch at
the opening of St. Mary’s College, St. Andrews,
on Monday

The Counfession of Faith, in order to beunder-
stood and estimated at its real valne, roust be
studicd both historically and philosophicaliy.
Aadl do not hesitate o say that it canonly be
understood aright by those who know some-
thing of e spirit and pecies of the great
Puaritan conflict out of which it sprang, of the
religions writtngs of the men whe were con-
cesned in its prodaction, and the gdistinctive
principles, both theolugical rad veclesiastical,
which these writings ‘were maialy intended to
defend. To auy student, indeed, whati have
said is a mere truism.  The Corfession of
Faith, in its origin and in its principles, was
the menifesto of'z great religious party, who,
afier o fierce conflict,gained a teuporasy ascend-
ancy both in Kogland and Scorland. This
party had gathered to itself, during its Jong
steuggle, many pecaliaritics of faith, policy and
mandcrs—peculinrities which distinguished it
from other religioas parties—other develop-

.

~

ments of religious thought and life. The
Wesuminster Confession of Faith and relative
documents—ihat is to say, the Larger and
Shorter Catechisms and the Dircctory for Public
Worship—are the cxpressions of these pecu-
liarities—s0 much go that an histerical student
who might by some accident never have seen
these doguments, but who bad yet siudied the
course of Puritanism in its dogmatic and eccle-
sinstical phases, would have no difficulty in at
once telitag what they were, and probably even
in fixing, without any hesitation, the decads in
the sevenleenth century during whick they
were produced, the mien who were, chiefiy con-
cerued n preducing thewm, and the mode in
which they wrnt to wark in deing so.  More
or less, indeed, the same thing could be said of
every Protestant Contession of Fanth, and even
of those bricfer symbols of the earlicr Catholic
Church which have been incorporated into her
crecd by the Church of Eungland. They are
one and a1l historical monuments, marking the
tides of religions thought as they have swelled
with greates fulness in the course of the Christ-
iz centuries ; and none of them can be undec-
stood aright simply by themselves or as isalat-
ed dogtatic niterances, but oniy in connection
with their 1ime agd the genius and character
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of the men who framed them. The popular
ecclesiastical notion of creeds and confessions
as in some sense absolute expressions of Chris-
tian truth—credenda to Le accepted sery much
as we accept the statements of Scripture itself—
is # notion, in the face of all theological science,
which eve.y theological student deserving the
name, has long since abandoned. These creeds
and confession are neither more nor less than
the intellectual lubours of great and good men
assembled for the most part in Synods or Coun-
cils, all of which. as our confession itself de-
clares, “may err, and many have erred.” They
are stamped with the jnfirmities no less than
with the noblencss of the men whomade them.
They are thewr best thought atout Christian
truth as they saw itin therr time ; intrinsically
they are nothing more : and any claim of in
fallibitity for them is the worst of all kinds of
Popery — that  Popery which degrades the
Christian reason, wiile it fails to nourish the
Christian imagination. And so it s that the
student of the history of doctrine, who has en-
tered intc the meaning of the successive devel-
opments of the Church’s thought and life, can
docate us it were these various creeds—through
them read the theological spirit of the age to
which they belong, and again understand them
through the study of the men and the times
which originated them, and whose controver-
sies and modes of thought made them what
they are.

Sceing, therefore, that creeds generally bear
so strongly the stamp of their time, and that
the Confession of Faith, both from its length
and the multitude of its details, and from the
deeply marked peculiarities of the party with
which it originated, is notonly no exception to
this common law,but, on the contrary, a signal
illustration of it, itmust be obvious how im-
possiblc it is to understand it without the study
of its time and the men who chiefly figured in
it. and whose labours and writings gave the
<hief dircction tu its religions thought. Had
these men indeed enjoyed any special Divine
guidance—had they cven been men of special
spiritual clevation above the prevailing teaden-
cies of their age—their work might have stood
by itself, and been, if not fully, yct largely
intelligible, apart from & knowledge of the in-
fluences which surrounded and moulded them.
But, so far from being men of such a character,
they were men peculirly under the influcace
and the prejudices of their time—men whose
intellectual and spiritnal life, as they can yet
be traced, were scored deeply by the prevailing
lines of its special carrents of thoughtand feeling,
and whohave transferred these lines everywhere
to the dogmatic structure which they built up
in committee, slowly, amidst many interrup-
tions in the Jerusalem Chamber—** a fair rcom
in the Abbey of Westminster.”

But not only must the spirit of the time be
carcfully studicd in its characteristic writings
in order to understand tiie Confession of Faith ;
the religious philosophy which, passing chicefiy
from Geneva to Holland, and from #Holland to
Scotland, formed, as it were, the great back-
bone of the religions thonght of the age, around
which all subsnidiary ¢lements of Puritan  acti-
vity gathered, must, m orcover, be carcfully
studied. Thus religiou » philosophy is as mark

ed in its way as any of the great developments
of religious speculation in the history af the
Church. Resting on and embracing earlier
elements which may be traced at least*to Au-
gustine, it had yet struck out certain ideas of its
own, or at least given to those ideasa pro-
minent development such as they had not
hitherto reccived—such ideas, for example, as
law and covenant—ideas of fcrensic justice and
administrative order which, while they cannot
be said to Ye unknown to the earlier catholic
development of Christian theology, were yet
certainly applied by the Genevan and Dutch
theologies to the explanation of Christian mys-
teries in a manner and with & confidence hither-
to unexampled. Francis Turretin, Cocceius,
and Witsiug, were the great expounders of
these ideas, and the works of the former and the

tter remain their classical exposition to this
aay. Henderson, Rutherford, aud Gillespie—
the Scottish theologians to whom we are in-
debted for the Contession of Faith—were con-
temporaries, and in the main close followers of
tliese men—of their spirit, their method, and
their principles. Their peculiar religious
philosophy has stamped its impress everywhere
upon the Confession of Faith ; and it is a simple
necessity, therefore, for every student to ascend
to these sources before he can fully comprehend
many of its root-ideas and characieristic phrase-
ology.

Such is something of the train of reflectious
which has long been passing through my mind
regarding the Confession of Faith, and which I
had wished on this occasion to develope more
fully as the subject of my cntire lecture. RBut
circumstances have prevented me doing this.
Aund yet, so far as I mean to continuc the study
of the Cunfession according to our plan of for-
mer years, I could not help indicating my
thoughts. In the hope that some among you
at least will be led to give the subject, both
from an historical and & philesaphical point of
view, the attention it deserves, and ¢ndeavour
to bring your minds not merely into surface
connection with it3 propositions, so that you
can remember their outlines or even their de-
tails, but morcover, that you may be able freely,
intelligently and critically to comprehiend their
historical position and their philosopbic and

religious value.

Many signs warn us that we must no longer
as & Church repose in a mere blind  tradition-
alism, under the impression that our fathers
have scttled the sum of Christian knowledge
for us, and left us only to follow in ticir steps.
My own profound conviction i3 that religious
thought in Scotland, no less than in England,
has already entered upon a movement which is
destined to remould dogmatic belicf more
largely than any previous movement in the
history of the Church, and that it is well-nigh
impossible that the old relation of our Church
to the Westminster Confrssion can coatinue.
It is well known, indeed, that, with that
strange zeal for binding men’s consciences
which has always been characteristic of Purit-
anism—and which survived, although weak-
ened, in the Church of the Revolution-~the ex-
tsting rclation required of minisiers i3 one
which cxceeds in stringency the requirements
of the law, and that scrious complications may
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at any time arise out of such a condition of
things. In one sense, indeed, that which hasbeen
once done cannot be undone : and there is no
man with a large intelligence of Christian bis-
tory, orof the difficulties attending the effective
working of all ecclesiastical organisations, who
would propose simply to abandon the Confes-
sion of Fuith, as some of the clergy of last
century did. No Clurch can ever rid itsell of
its dogmatic substructures without the peril
of dissolution. This I profoundly believe. But
there may be many changes in the relations of
existing beliefs to those documenis of o former
period. This belief is indced beyond our con-
trol, and obeys its own historical laws. Itisan
utter misconception of the nature of belief, and
of the growth of Christian thought in all ages,
to rcprobate new tendencies of speculation,
and of culture arising within national Chivr hes.

Tt is worse than ignorance, it is mi.-.i..cvous
folly merely to denounce such movements under
the names of * Broad Churchism,” or of ¢ loose
and vague theology.” Nicknamesbhave always
been the resource of exasperated and decaying
factions, and as they are a mere makesbift for
reason and sense, they ouly do harm to the
cause which uses them. The real exigencies
of the crisis we are reaching is seen in the
very excitement of the blind forces around us,
some of which, while unable to rise toany
large or enlightened comprehension of the
movement amidst which they stand, are yet
tossed and hurried by itsonward course, which
they vainly seek to stemn by vulgar abuse, or
by wordy syllogisms—syllogisms which, while
they shut out the simple light of the very cen-
tral truth of the Gospel that God is, and has
ever been, the Father of all HHis rational crea-
tures, training them by =« truly parental disci-
pline, only do this by the help of varions minor
novelties of doctrine which are far more truly
ttheresies,” in the Apostolic sense of the word,
thaun the broad positions which they venture
to attack. No oune within the Ghurch, I hope,
will be moved by accusations flung from such
quarters, which have least of all any claim to
advise and counsel it.

But perhaps the greatest need of our time is
the need of & truly enlightened and charitable
tolerance of cach other’s fuir differences in the
theological controversies upon which we have
entered, and which are still awaiting us. With
all the talk of liberality in our day, there is
nothing appears to me maore rare than genuine
liberality of thought and feeling—the spirit
which welcomes cordially every true effort of
reason or cven cvery struggling cffort of gene-
Tous impulse to discriminate and settle truth
in our disturbed religious atmosphere. And
this rarity is almost as conspicuous among the
now numcrous class of dogmatic unbelievers as
among the most bigoted partisans of so-called
orthodoxy. Each class alike would have
all men to think with them, unheeding the
vital differences of mental and spiritual struc-
ture which nccessitate in m:n, and will ever
continuc 10 de so, the most marked diversities
of opinion. Toleration will never attain to its
full practical exercise, smoothing as a benign
cmollicat all the wheels of our spicitual, in-
tellectual, and social progress, until it is recog-
nised universally that every man's thoughts on
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any subject are his own ¢ before God,” and
not another’s. No manj has a right, and no
class of men have right, to dictate to me what
I shall think or believe. This right of free
thought is the indefeasible rightof every ra-
tional being made in the image of God. And
because God has made men to differ in their
powers of thought, so He not only permits but
encourages them to differ in religion as wm other
matters. Men will think difierently in theology
just as ju philosophy. The same mental biases
incessantly appear in both, They take the
direction and colour of the mindg that culti-
vate them, and you can no more mould to a
uniform type the thoughts of men in the one
case than in the other  There s, indeed, a
substantive unity of revealed truth in Scripture,
but there is no guarantee for its unitonn ap-
prehension, aund theology is the hmmuu appre-
hension of this truth, and not its revealed sub-
stance. Theological differences, theretore, are
permanent in human pature. -

It has long appeared to me a peculiar un-
happiness for Scotland that our religious
differences should not only be so marked but
so intense, that we should not only separate
from each other so much as we do in matters
of Christian faith and worship, but that we
should quarrel with each other so bitterly be-
cause of our separation. When I run over in
thoughbt, as I sometimes do, the religious his-
tory of Scotland since the Reformation, itap-
pearsto me a very singular history, one of which
weare very proud—especially we Presbyterians
—and yet & very sad and painful history, as I
see it. It is bright, indeed, with heroic light ;
and I will yield to no onc in admiration of the
strength of Christian principle and the glory
of Christian suffering which it displays. It is
a history, moreover, with the heroic course of
which the cause of freedom in modern Europe
was bound up, and on this account alone it can
never fail to excite our sympathetic enthusiasm.
I profoundly believe this, but it is also—as few
will now deny—a history dark with the harsh
lines of spiritual ignorance and of evil passion.
The nationa!l religious life, instead of expanding
with aripering culture,has been torn by furious
dissensions, and oscillated between hard ex-
tremes. [ am not now concerned with the causes
of this; T am not fixing the blame on any
party ;1 am merely remarking the fact as it
meets one's retyospect. The ecelesiastical his-
tory of Scotland bas been a history of violent
changes—a series of revolutions—and not o
steadily unfolding development of combined
spiritual forces. Instend of secking pomts of
affinity, and drawing nearer to one another in
mutual toleration in the spirit of charity, its
religious parties have delighted in harsh con-
flict. They have persecuted one another with
singularly persistent hostility, and with an
unhesitating and cruel belief in their own
dogmatisms to whichk I scarcely know any
parallel.

1 4o not refer merely to the bloody atrocities
on cither side in the time of the Covenant—
the characteristic excesses of a savage time—
but to the moral spirit of the struggle, as ex-
pressed in many of its highest nunds—their
selfish and bitter zeal—their indifference to
every spirit of fairness and truth, especially in
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dealing with personal character—their blind
accusations and fanatical denials of each other's
Christian position. Do not suppose thatIam
arrogating any right to blame the men whose
contentions 1 venture to characterise. God
forbid! Ido not judge them. Butl can see
no good, but great harm, in refusing to call
evil evil because gcod men may have done it.
Inyastice, violence, malice, slandering, unchari-
tableness, may never be vindicated, although
done in the best of causes. Nay, they are all
the more to be deplored because religion has
been their occasion, and men have dared to
use them in bier name. While 7 admire, there-
fore, what is morally grand in our religious
history, I lament what is morally base in it;
2nd of this latter character appear to me the
dark recriminations, the mean hatreds, the
fierce passions, morose and gloowy, or licen-
tious and violent, which disfigure it.

And this violence of fecling—this harsh dor-
matism—has been to some extent a characteris-
tic of parties within the Church since the Revo-
lution seitlemont, no less than our earlier and
fieccer contests. Notonly have Presbyterians
and Episcopalians intolerably confronted one
another, ecach with cxteranal jus divinum, but
Moderate hasbeen arrayed against Evangelical,
and Evangelical against Moderate. They bave
nmrintained their respective principles, not only
with firmness and consistency—this were only
10 be commended, but with a turbulence of party
«eal, and an cxcess of religious narrowness and
bitterness, that fills the mind with astonish-
men. Opposition of iittlemoment, involving no
principle, or principles of very doubtful appli-
cation, growing, in the main, out of men's
constitutions, tempers, hopes, and interests,
have been nursed till they have grown into vio-
lentschisms; and dogmatic differences, which
not only involve no harm to any soul, but
are the very condition of life in any Church,
have been rudely censured or violently repres-
sed. There has been great impatience and but
slight forbearance on one side or the other.
The Mcderate has shewn no pity to the scruples
of bhis Evangelical brother, and the latter has
not hesitated to treat the Moderate as a heathen,
and to call him onc. Instead of recognising
cach othar as not only formally members of the
same Chaurch, but presumably, living members
of the same body, which is Christ, however they
mightdiffcr in certain matters, they have striven
hotly for each other’s extinction. Through
all their loag struggle { can recognise nothing
of a truly enlightencd liberality—of that high
concilintory wisdow, for example, which dis-
tinguished J.eighton in the seventcenth cen-
tury—Leighton, the one name in our Scottish
Protestantisra which appears to me to unite
evangelical carnestness with an enlightened
philosophy and an elevated Christian temper.
There is on either side abundant logic, earnest
opinionativeness, a confident and unscrupulous
exercisz of power ; bat there is none found say-
ing as Leighton virtually did,** Let usas muchas
lieth in us live peaceably. There is no absolute
divine ruleto guideus in thismatter; and what,
although we aucceed in carrying out our views,
i it only be to tue injury of our brethren, and
% the outrage of spiritual instincts of social
order, and of Christian moralities, that are of
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greatly more consequence than any theory
you or we may have, or any triumph either
may obtain.” While not Leighton's words, this
statement fairly enough represents his position.
There can be no doubt that Leighton had no faith
in Episcopacy in the moderr dogmatic sense
in which with a strange blindness to the real
signs of the times it has been nnce more urged
wpon the adoption of the Church of Scatland.
Liko Hooker, and many other enlightened
Divines of the Church of England, he simply
regarded it as upon the whole the best eccle-
siastical organization—historically considered
—and in this sense he attached himself to it
and defended it. Such a policy—moral rather
than political —aiming &t no party triuvmphs,
but merely at giving free scope to the various
opinions and parties which must be found more
or less in the bosom of every Church, may
secem Utopian. The times of Leighton were
certainly not ripe for it ; and, it may be, our
time is still unripe. The spirit of bigotry is
still unspent, or, let us rather put it, the spirit
of religious theory is still too strong. For how,
it may be said, could the Church be really go-
verned on such principles ? How could disor-
ders be repressed and heresics uprooted 7 May
it not be fairly said in reply, What has
come of a different method of Church govern-
ment ? The Church has been governed, inceed,
but to its dismemberment. Disorders have
been repressed, but only by cutting off the
affected limb. Herctics have been cast forth, but
heresy hasgrown ; and names which the Church
rejected have come to be names of light and
power, while other names which she preferred
are, to say theleast, forgotten. May it not
be possible to be too much governed? and
would it not be better to have some faith in
the triumph of truth as truth? Do what you
will, you cannot make men think alike about
religion, even although ministers of the same
Church are preachers from the same pulpit.
Why should I then be gricved with my bro-
ther's opinions, and wish to silence him?
Shonld I not rather wish him free utterance,
that the truth may have free course between
us. .

Fraxcr.—Evidently there is a movement
among the deep thinkers of Romanism, a move-
ment towards union of heart with believers in
revelation belonging to other forms of Church
government. The feeling that cvery founda-
tion is being sapped, that the Papacy in its
present form is an obstacle rather than a help;
that if the Gallican Church and religion io
France is to be saved at all, it must be so inde-
pendently of the Pope, and the rapid approach
of the tims of trial, points to a wise desire to
love rather than hate, to sssemble rather than
disperse. In the words of & venerable sister of
one of the pious members of the Roman Catho-
lic Church in Paris, ¢ the times of St. Peter and
those of St. Paul are passed, now is the time of St.
Jobn.” The langusage of the Archbishop of Paris
in the cclesiastical recess (vefraife) as reported
by the journals, is remarkably liberal, desiring
his clergyto rise to the level of theage in order to
bring it to the doctrines of faith; to put aside
prejudice, and avoid misunderstandings aad
exaggeration.
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The ultramontanc party continues crowning
statues, fabricating miracles, inaugurating
pilgrimages, casting fire-brands of hate right
and left, and keeping time with the Pope, who
has excommunicated Freemasonry in the mass.
The Lyonese lodge has replied in a dignified
manner, and the papers are bringing forward
lists of churchmen who from time immemorial
have worn the masonic apron.

Now, as usual, this party, by its narrow hate
and absurd superstitions, i3 precipitating the
course of godlessness, whose tendency is to
snap every band, and burst every restraint.
Atheism raises its tyrant head crowned with
the cap of liberty, and clearer and clearer is the
cry raised against the Lord and His anointed,
¢ Let us break their bands asunder, and cast
away their cords from us?7?  The Solidaires and
Libres penscurs are of these, who abjure ail
religious rite and dogma, and who take an oath
that they and their offspring shall belong to
no church, and call in the ministry of no priest
in life or in death. Independent moralists are
of these, who violently contend, by ward and
by press, that morals are, and should be kept,
independent of all religicus fuith. Atthe Bern
Congress, Dr. Ed. de Pressensé gave these men
a desperate thrust, the keenness of which was
shown by the trcmendous uproar wlich

~answered it. They bave lately created an
organ in Paris to propagate morals withont
God. They turn their backs on the sun, and
declarc the light, by whichevery man is lighted,
comes not from Him!

The South-East Conference of Christians be-
jonging o the Union of Evangelical Churches,
met at 8. Jean-du-gard, and that of the South-
west, at Laforce, both for mutual edification, and
the Lord was present to bless. In one of them
an excellent and impressive speech was made
on the dapger of the present struggle for the

shristian ; and while the necessityofthe struggle
wasshown tobeimperious, the duty was pointed
out as equally so, to draw peace, love, and
strength, from much secret prayer, and constant
communion with God.

The National Evangelical Conference is to be
held at Toulouse on the 8th and 9th of Novem-
ber. The subjects for discussion are to bhe:
‘* The Supernatural in connexion with Christian
Life,” and * The Formularies of Consecration.”

The Evangelical Alliance will mect at Lyons
at the end of October. The subjects will be :
‘“How to fight against the present Errors,” and
* The privileges of Believers and the Necessity
of a more cnergetic Faith to influence the
World aud the Church.” Children and Sunday
Schools will not be forgotten.

Iravy.~It is a fact very significant of the
preaent crisis that, amidst the strife of parties,
the war-cries most loudly and most frequently
heard are those of the priests and their partisans
on the one hand, and of the impugners of
their domination and immunities on the other.
A notable chauge has taken place in the Romish
policy since the last elections. Thenibe watch-
word, given out from head-quarters, aud caught
uwp and repeated along sll the line, from the
bishop in his Episcopal circular to the poorest
scribe of & journalist who let his Billingsgate
eut to hire to his clerical paymasters, was

Neelietori ne ellcti,—neither electors nor elect-
ed,—that is, utter abstinence from all interest
or interference in the strife. ¢ The Italiau
kingdom isaccursed, its king excommunicated ;
sacrilegious spoils are in its hands ; come out
from it, then, all good Catholics. To your
tents, U Israel ! lLeave the impious and fated
state to drift its own wilful way to swift perdi-
tion!” Sach was the meaning of the Romish
policy in the last elections ; a blind and sulky
policy which brought about its own repentance
and change of plan. Tbe highest Church au-
thority has removed from the faithful the bar
of political ostracism, and in spite of the slight
inconsistency that both sufftage and candida-
ture involve the recognition of a Kingdum of
ialy, clerical electors are urged 10 the polling,
and clerical candidutes are sought on every
hand for the colleges.

In a vigorous little pamphlet that is now
lying by me Reali has published the principles
that will guide bhim, if elected, in bis Parlia-
mentary duties. The following extract, consid-
cring lhe representative character of the man
who speaks, may bo interesting to your
readers :—

] consider that our entire political condition
turnsupon two cardinal points, and I maintain:
—1st. That the religious question, viewed inits
political relations (lu questione politico-religio-
su), i3 vital for Italy. 2nd. That the same
question will be resolved by applying frankly
and faithfuly the great principle of Liberty of
Conscience. .

* As to the importance of the religious ques-
tion 1 will not say a word. Not to appreciate
it one must ceasc to be Italian ; mustshut one's
cyes to the necessity of closing up that feeder
of reaction and brigandage which exists in the
centre of Catholicism, where the cross of
Christis sacrilegiously profaned into a standard
wherewith to carry on war against Christ's bap-
tized ; must forget the famous syllabus, in
which the theology of the Jesuits was substitu-
ted for the gospel and the noble traditions of the
Cliristian doctrine.

“ Applying then the principle of liberty of
conscience, I deduce fromit the following con-
sequences.

t¢1. The power of the clergy is nota political
or juridical power, but one exclusively moral.

4¢2, The territorial domination of the head of
the Cburch is a violation of liberty of con-
science, and with it of all civil liberties.

¢t3. Ecclesiastical properties cannot be con-
sidered as privileged possessions.

¢t 4, Moral corporations in which the bond of
union is exclusively religious caunot receive
juridicsl sanction, nor consequently a recogui-
tion of civil existence.

45, Science, theology included, cannot be
the monopolyof & caste or of any authoritywhat-~
ever, least of all of the ecclesiastical authority.

4 Before the cyes of the State the priest
should disappear, and only the citizen be recog- -
nized.”

You may take this declaration of principles
a3 & apecimen of the mode of thinking on eccles
siastical questions, which in this election crisid
is prevailing amongst the liberal, popular, an-
not atheistic section of our Italian politiciaas

Observaat of the movements in the world of
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politics, sceular szl ccclesiastic, but net mix-
ing itsclf up with them, the directly evange-
listic work gocs an; would Geod that we could
add, with wide and signal success! This we
cannot say; still, thank (tod, success enough
wehave to prove that He is with us.  Great
are the difficulties, greater than any can know
who is notin the thick of the counflict. Let
Christians everywhere still remember as in their
prayers; for whatever good may be the result
of such outward ccclesiastical reforms as may
cmerge from our political canflicts, the great
hope of Italy lics in the believing reception by
its population of that kingdom of God, which
# cometh not with observation,” but is “right-
cousness, peace. and joy in the Holy Ghost.”
Roxg.~A correspondent of the Spectalor 2

Rome, who appears to have access to good
sources of informnation, siates that there is
general despondencey feit by the Roman Catholic
pricsts at the idea, which they have now for
the first time properly realised; that France
will withdraw her protection. The certainiy
that the French are going away, and almest
immediately, bas frightfully taken aback the
bulk of the priests. They are horribly frighten-
ed ; butihe correspondent is driven to say that
il now he believes them not to have realissd
the possibility of tlie Haly Sec remaining per-
manently destitute of forcign proteciion, but
to be animated with the coaviction that some-
how or otiter this will yet comtinuce in some
degree.  Gasdinal Antonclli and the more
inteligent awen in higher circles do not par-
ticipate in this <icw, but cxpect the full
cracuation of the Papal States. The corre-
spondent says—" Cardinal Antonclliis not a
statessuan—1he is ouly a sharp jobber.  Hce has
no reading, no instruction, no views herond
those that ke can be supplied with by a naturad
astutencss.  Iic has no conceplion of the pro-
gress of modern ideas, he Basonlya knowledge
of a big Iloman riot in 1§49, which mn itsell
to naught by its own violeace. Therefore e
belicves that the same arls which succeeded
then will not fail of cffcct in pulling oxt the
fire that is wsging in laly. 1lhave the best
reason for saging that alreads everyihing hias
been decided on for the conrse to be parsacd.
It is intended that the Pope, 2s seon as bis tor-
ritory is violaled by Italian lroops, ar his
anthority thrown off by insurgeatls, shoald
lcave Rome. The spot hic is to go o is decided
on—all is prepared far Lis journcy and recep-
tion. Iam nol at liherly 1o nawme the spat,
bat I may say that it is not Malta, IR is con-
fdently axewmed that the grounds juetifyiag
the Popre in taking this sicp will orriainly be
afforded. The cxleslation relics on the inerat-
=ble increase of brigandape, and the orrtaiaty
of this leading to collisions and distarhances.
1 am notinvening 2 word; what | state bere
is bal a werd for word Tepetiion of what is
daly entered in the schedale of cantemplated
operations.  Acts of dislurhance violating the
Pagal authertity are lonked to hopefally, and
the biigands, as the proper intlrsments, xoe
looked to complacentiy for a spoedy reaction,
agcompanicd by an armcd restomation, 1 repeat
again distinelly Wt 1 bavg ggpressed no hoar-
sy and 30 gazsipy bar thal thiz is 2 mataned
policy which is i present the deliberate Inten-
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tion of the Pope and his Minister to put inprac-
tice.” The writer further states he lias been
assured that the cvacuation will begin before
Janaary, and the Pontifical soldiers are nlready
under orders from Monsignor de Merode 10
march to the confines. It is admitted that the
cfforts to enlist mea for the Pope’s service have
fuiled signally. M. de Merode, we now learn by
a telegram from Rome, has not tendered his
resignation, bat has obtained leave of abscance
fur three months. The Papal army is said to
be in a state of great disorganisation.

Gresaxy.—Pastor Harms has recently pub-
lished the annual report of the Hermannshury
Lutheran Missionary Socicty. The eatire out-
Iay of the last vear was 37,670 thalers; the
entire income 42,61¢ thalers ; leaving a halance
in band of nearly 5000 thalers. Several instauces
bave occurred of great gencrosity ; for examplc,
2000 thalers (a2 large sum for (Germany) were
sent anonymously by oue individual. In an-
other case, a farmer had resolved 1o seli all his
property, give the amount realized to the
mission, and come himself to Hermannsburg.
Death prevented him carrying out his first
design, but left him time to leave o legacy of
2500 thalers,  In the twoinstitutions there are
at present forty-seven missionary candidates.
The reports from the various siatious in Africa
aud India are on the whole cucouraging.
Amongst the Cafires little progress is making;”
among the Bechuanas, however, much.

GEaxaNy, Bertax.—I am very happy to be
able to begin my correspondence from this
place by teiling you of an address which has
recently been circulated mmong the proprictors
of cstaics, in arder to vbiain for agricultural
Iabourcers more opporiunity 1o keep holy the
Lord's-day. The address speaks of the gmreat
estrangeoment of the people froma God's Word,
=ad reinds these who 2re masters aver many
of their great respoasibility, and of the ncces-
sity of bringing e peoplc more within the
reach of Gad's Wond. #1Lis not cnough,” says
the address, “tn give them a few hours for
Divine service, but we must give tiem the
whele Sanday. The Sanday is the day which
God sanclificd and appointed for rest from toil.
If we want the Ixbourers to respect God's com-
mandments, they mast see that thelr masters
a¢ also thoroughly in carnest,  If the master
himself sins ageiast the fourth commandment,
Ie cannol be astonishied if these subjected to
Lis anthority take littic hieed of the other com-
mand: ~nls; ng for instance, the cighth, We
well know that it is not sy lo evercome pre-
judices and Eabits which have taken root
ameng 2 Whole clags of men, bul the conscious-
rees of our own shericemings, and the great
responsihility resting on we, Wmnst olonly give
us the will, bat alee the coumge, o overcoine
trese difficaltics, 1t 38 nol possible to give
general mles, as the cirenmsiances in differeat
places arc s very different; bulwith e love
aad carmcst Sdelity we shall easdly find the way
and the Woans” The address is signed by
sixiy-four projeictors of greal calalcs.

Ixpta.—It was all along belicved by exery
one, exoept thore who were in the wecret, that
the Calenita Brahmo Samaj advacated enlight-
cned peinciples of reform, and that any move-
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ment that might be ealculated to break caste,
and its concomitant evils, would be encouraged
by the Samaj. But itappears that such move-
ments have brought about the recent schism.
There were in fact two parties in the Samaj.
The one was for compromise, and conducting
business in & manner that might not shock the
prejudices of the Hindu commumity at large.
Theotlier, which might be called the ultra-radi-
cal party, was for reform, not caring for any
consequences that might ensue, nor for any
prejudices that might be shocked. These
partics were both secretly developing their prin-
ciples, till some bold steps taken by the radieal
party made the other give vent to ils opinions
and feclings. An ¥ intermiarriage,” i. ¢., 2
marriage between Hindoos of different classes,
taking place a few months ago, under the aus-
pices of the reformed party, first touched the
conservative party. Subsequently two other
bold steps successively taken by the younger
members proved more than the older ones
could bear. A\n article advocating reform and
radical changes in the Samaj, written by Baboo
Reshub Chunderin thelndivn Mirror newspaper,
which was thouglht to be the recognized organ
of the Drabimou Samaj, was one of these. The
otier was the proposal made by the reform
party to allow 1o anc who recognized caste to
take a leading part in the Divine services of
the Samaj. Such procecdings coald hardly be
tolerated by the conscrvative members. They
also had power on their side, for amongst them
were trustees of the Samaj, who, exercising the
legal authority with which they were invested
by the late Rajah Ram Mohud Rov, the fovnder
of e Institution, cleared the Samaj of the
allra-radicals.

Cmsa.—The continued increasc of the pras-
peraas station of the London Missiouary
Socicly at Amoy, preseatsademand forgratitude
and perseverance. The present report, which
cxteads only to six months, informs us that
during thatl short period 33 members have
been added to the native churches; makinga
total, ia the city and the surreunding siations,
of 413 Chincse Christians. It is additionally
gratifving, also, that in conncction with the
English Preshyterian Mission aud that support-
¢d by the Refortned Dateli Chiurch of America
the Wial numbers are about the same; so that
in coancction with the Amoy Mission there are
upwards of S00 native Christians in Church
fellowship.

Reinforcements are greatly needed by the
vatioas Chinese missions.

New ground has been brokea by the Rev. G.
Smith, of the Eaglish Preshyterian mission, at
the town Kway-T-ham, tiree days' journey
from Swatow. Mg, Smith describes that place
a8 a stronghold of Romanism, rddiag, that it is
fearfal to cantemplate the vast ammay of agents
which the Charch of Rowme has at work all aver
China. ¥ Theiv sacoess,” e gocson 1o way, Yis
also very great. Itisoncolihic most formidatle
facts with which Pralcstant missions kave w
geapple.  The selfdenial, paticnce, coergr, la-
boriunsncss of Romnisth missionaries are fisted Lo
make one blash. A for missweaxrics, scl-
Ued down, mnsily with fzeamilics, at the realy
P, ate no match faor wmea who live and
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labour among the native popnlation, all through-

"out the interior,” Mr. Smith's preaching at

Kway-T-ham at first excited opposition; but
this afterwards subsided, and a favourable im-
pression appears to have been made upon some
portion of the population.

Eleven persons were baprized in the Ameri-
can Episcopal Churchi at Shanghai on Easter-
day. “It was,” we are told, “an affecting
sight. There was the grev-headed man devot-
iug the clesenth hour of his life to the Lord’s
service, side by side with the bebe, whose pa-
rents, like Hannah of old, have determined to
flend’ their first and only child to the Lord ;
there, also, was the mother with lier little son,
like Christiana and her children, starting to-
gether in the pilgrim’s journey, whither her
husband, like Christian, has gone hefore.”

We regret to state that Dr. James Henderson,
of the London Mission at Shanghai, breatked
his last on the 30th of July, at Nagasaki, in
Japan, whithe: he had gone for the recovery of
his health.

New Zeavasn, Auckland.—~The Christian
community in their quict homes in the Old
World—many of whom have brothers and sis-
tcrs, sons and daughters, in these far-off islands
of the Southern Sea—will be glad 10 know that
religious services are as well attended and as
decorously conducted lhere as at home. All
thic religionus denominations are fullyrepresented
in this city. and the usual agencics of Sabhath
Schools, Young Men's Associations, and I'rayer
Mcctings, are in vigarous operation. There is
a numcerous class unquestiouably who sit very
loosc 10 all rcligious obscreances,—men and
women who from mere carclessness have drifted
away from the church-going habits of their
nutive country,—but these sire the exeeplion not
the rule; and. as society castsoff its wandering,
homeless spint, and gels more consolidated, it
is to be hoped that o healthy public opinion,
bascd upon Christian law, may excrcise o salu-
tary influcnce upon this class.

There are three Presbyterian, three Wesleyan,
two Independent, and anc Baptist churches in
Auckland, and all of them, 1 am glad 1o say,
are well attended. St James’ Preshyterian
coagregation; of which the Rev. Mr. Hili is the
pastor has the finest church in town—guite a
magnificent Gothicedifice, summounted by = high
tower. I hss heen veorntly opened for public
worship, and is quitc filled : already the demand
for sitlings lhias outrun the sapply.

Arrica~—The mission to the Matchelo—$500
wiles notth of the Kuruman, the scence of the
Rev. R. Mofatls lahours—ihought not yet
cheered by any instance of conversion, is pro-
gressing slowly. The keathen arre kind and
affectianaic o the missionatics, aad Moscle-
katse, now growing old, has, with his soldicers
aund prople, listened auentivels to the preach-
ing of the Rev. T. Thomas, of thz Londaen So-
ciely. “ No former vigit of mine to the chiclof
the Mavebele,” wriles Mr. Thamas, *has been
0 mlsfactory a8 the present” A day-school
bas at lengih beea commenced.

Nanatascar—The treaty belween our own
Goverament and thatof Madagasear, which, as
wg slated last month, bas been matified, more
taan watishes the expectation of Mr. Elliy, inso
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fur as it relates to the native Christians. The
prospects of the mission are nuw deemed more
assuring. ¢ Although some members of the
Government may not be favourable to fureign-
ers or to their religion ; yet,” nrites one of the
missionaries, “ Christiamty is spreading far
and wide, aud the sced scattered v the daysof
persecution is still springing up and bearing
fruit in places where one would least of all
bave expected it.”

Tiavazcork. — The Rev. 11, Baker, an ex-
perienced Church missionary, wnites that in
one district under his charge—that of Pallam
—he has in two years baptized nearly 450 con-
verts from Chogans, Palaries, and Parishs,
with five Nairs (2 wealthy, military caste). In
another district—Mundakayam — during the
same period, seveaty Arrans (» wild nlliribe)
have been baptized from heathenism, and about
the same number of slaves. Que outsiation is
entirely Arrian, and had driven out thosc
families who adhered to the mission - now they
have called them back, and piaced some of
themscelves under Chiristian teaching.

Tue Pacirse, Smmoa.—The Rev. Dr. Turner,
writing to the Secretary of the Loundon Mission-
ary Socicty, says—*¢ I have now the jleasure
of forwarding y ru the Twenticth Annual Report
of our Mission Sewminary.

“1n the adjzcent villages, where there is o
population of 2000 peoplec who look to Mr.
Nisbet and mysclf for pasteral superintendence,
the Church members number 297, and the candi-
dates for church-fellowship 277, In the course of
the year they have shown their usual liverality
in contributing to the cause of Gud. Thcir
annual presens to  the nine village preachiers
this year amount in cash to 79..17s Gd.  This,
you are aware, is exclosive of presents ¢f food
to these worthy men evers weck, all over the
year. The contribations to the London Mission-

ary Socirty in May amounted to Si. 10s. In the |

course of the yearalso they have made twoextra
efforts, viz., a present of supplics to the vessel

!

THE PEESBYTERIAN.

which brought Captain Williams and party
from the scene of the wreck of the ‘John
Williams,' and tooh them on to Sydrey, and
also a contributivn from the children of the
district to help in the purchase of a new Mis-
sionary Ship.

“ We have in our schools between 500 and
600 children. They all lovk furward to the
examinativn-day with interest.  They badall a
great treat this examination-day, and their
parents, too, in getting a sight of 2 number of
the diagrams of the working Men's Educational
Union—a fine selection of which I brought out
for the Institution, the kind gift of Jobn Hen-
derson Esq, of Park, and John Wemyss, Esq.,
of Fraserburgh.

* The new Bible is greatly prized. Already
upwards of 1500/, worth of them have been dis-
posed of ; and, if the sale goes on as at present,
the whole edition of 10,000 will soon be in the
hands of the people; and that will be a com-
plete copy of God's Word for cvery 33 of the
entire population.

¢ There is n marked increase, you will observe
by the late statistics, in the Samoan pcople—
about 1000 in seven years. We now number
33,000. This, and some other facts, willenable
you to contradict, or at least to modify, what
you often hear—rsiz., that the South Sea Island-
ers are fast melting awey.”

Axerica.—The American Board of Missions,
ended its financial jcar out of debt. It pro-
pused a year ago to raise aboat 600,000 dollars.
At first the recapt fell far short of this standard.
So lateiy as August 1st there remained 100,000
dollars to be coliected. But, according to their
custom, the officers of the Board issucd their
appeal, the Learts of their constituents respond-
cd, and befure the first of September the whole
sums came together like the moisturc .of dew
which the sun gathers into a cloud. The exact
amount needed nnd raised has been 534,763
dollars. This, indeed, leaves a small balance
in thic treasury.

THE DEAD SEA.

During the past year I spent many weeks
on the shores of the Dead Sea. I walkdd
round a great portion of it, and cXamined
every nook and cranay of the cliffs which
caclose it The climate is perfect and most
delicious. At no other place in the world
could o sanatorinm be cstablished with such
prospects of beacfit as =t Ain Jidy (Engedi).
Baths, kot and cold, salt and mineral, wiil
luxurious shade, cascades and purling streams
—everylbing but security for Jife and properiy
is there There are wany spots near ihe ses
where fresh-water streams fluw hreoghout the
Year, and where sweet water bubbles up within
& few feet of the salt shore. 1 may meution
(brside AdnJidy)Peskhal, Terabeh, Un Baghek,
Callithoc, thie Armon, and, above all, the Safich,
attheceastside.  Wherever thescoccur therc isa
prodigality of life, animal and vegetable, tothe

ahout forty species of mammalia, seversl of
them animals never before brought to England ;
and «nnamerable tropical or semitropical plauts,
of Idian ot African affinisics perfume the atmos-
phere. The rich plain of the Safich is cultivated
with indigo, maize,and barley towithina fex feet
of the waler's edge, and the date-palm still
waves over the mouth of the Arnon and the
Zerka, The bitterness of the water of thelake
itself is simply duc to the saturation from the
great saltmoantain of Usdam, at its southern
cxiremity, and to the maay hot salpbur springs
which stad its shores.  Tids saturation of salt
aud salphur sson destrogs the tresh-water fish,
which enter the sea in shoals, and supply food,
to the thrie specics of Ringlishers, the gulls,
ducks, and grebes, which may be seen and shot
on all parts of the lake. Irt no anc, then,
be deterred from extending his investigations
round the Dead Sea shores.  He will fnd abun-

very shoves of the sc=. 1 callected one hundred | dance of life to repay hiin if 2 naturalisty of

aud eighlern species of birds, severalof them new
to xcirnce, on the shores of the lake, or swim-
ming or flying overits waters. The canchmkes
and oases which fdnge it arc the homes of

varicd scenery and wondrousls painted skies
and  precipices 1if he is *n artist, and mght
after night be may pitch bis tent by springs of
sweel water”



