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ANOTHER MISSIONARY OUTLOOXK.

In the watch-tower which we occupy for the present distress, there are
windows looking every way. One overlooks our own beloved Canada; another,
the great land to the southward ; and another opens a view across the sea, to -
our native country. At one or other of these we starnd nod look longer -
tham at all the rest.

In respect to the present condition of our Missionary affairs, we must
confess ourselves to belong to the family of Mr. Facing-both-ways. That is,
not in the bad sense of pretending to believe in opposites, or vibrating be-
tween them, but in the sense of having a warm regard to both partics, and a
desire to sce them co-operate for their mutual good, and, moreover, of sceing
that all of the truth and all of the right does not lic with cither. We may
displease both, out being in a position in which we are required to speak, we
will speak our honest thought, and icave it with our brethven and the Master.

Since we wrote on our Missious, in August last, several communications
have appeared on the subject. We have heard again from Mr. Poore, and
free utterance has been given to the thoughts of such as have felt themselves
moved to writein reply. It seews time for us to take another outlook, and
give some answer to those who say, ¢ Watchman, what of the night?”’

And first, 2 word at home. We cannot help observing, that in much that
has been said against the course pursued by the Colonial Missionary Society
and its Secretary, it has seemed to be tacitly assumed that on this side there
has beea little or nothing that has been faulty or wrong; that churches and -
pastors have done their utmost; and that the only parties to be blamed are
the brethren in England. Qur correspondents do not say this in so many
words—perhaps they do not hold it; but their silence on any Canadian
shortcoming, and their vehemence against the Society’s course, make it very -
difficult not to draw such an inference. Now, we do not think that this is
according to the facts of the case. Missionary aid has beex reluctantly given
by Committecs, in certain instances, not on account of the absolute inability
of the people, but “for the harduess of their hearts’” Throughout the
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year, we are recciving accounts of new offorts made by one church and
another, for church buildings and pastoral support, which show that there are
resources among them for greater things than are now done, provided the
spirit of liberality can be awakened to its full measure. We are especially
anxious to see such enterprise «nd self-reliance developed in our churches;
and we fear that the tendency of much that has been said here, is to pro-
duce the self-satisfied impression that Canada is doing all that it is able to do.
Now, is it not the fact, that there have been churches recciving aid, which
their pastors coufessed were able, had they been willing, to be self-sustaining?
Could not a larger sum be raised for Iome Missions, if we all denied our-
selves as that cause demands? It is not worthy of us, to speak like the
woman who went to her pastor, saying, ¢ Oh! I am such. a sinner—there
never was such a sinmer—I am the greatest sinner in the world I’—and
when the good man replied, ¢ So you are, ma’am ; you are quite right; and
you are a far greater sinner than you think you are,”’—burst out upon him
with ¢ What do you mean, Sir, by insulting me? When did you ever
know me do what was wrong? I should like to know who has been speaking
against me.” It is harder to listen to a stranger telling us of our faults
than sccretly to lament them ourselves; but that ¢ open rebuke” wmay be
-good medicine for the soul, notwithstanding.

Aund now a word to our English associates in this Missionary work. We
werce mistaken in calling ¢ the unfortunate friction attending the introd..-
tion of the plan”’ proposed from London, “a passing incident.’” That
phrase would not have been written, had we first seen Mr. Poore’s letter
grom Halifax. The one-sided and sweeping assertions of that letter, as our
orrespondence shows, have awakened a deep sense of injustice among the
Canadian brotherhood. It is quite true that our visitor’s route, for reason:
of geographical convenience, and in accordance with a private arrangement
between himself and Dr. Smith, led him through several of our weaker
stations. Indecd, we suppose there was scarcely a doubtful case that he did
not see); while the more encouraging causes were visited by his companiou.
To argue from the former to the whole of our churches, were manifestly un:
fair : but-that this has been done we all believe.

It would have bdeen promotive of sclf-help, as well as just and brotherly,
had there been a fuller recognition of the labours and sacrifices of our Mix
sionary brethren. If those labours and sacrifices have becn unrewarded by
success, all the more do those who endure them need and deserve something
warmer than has been said for them. And where there las been success,
there should have been more than the negative recognition of being omitted
from the charges of  negleet and selfish ease ” brought against *some of
the churches.””  When the Lord Jesus Christ wrote to the Seven Churches
in Asia, he began every letter by a word of commendation for the good he
then found, or remembered to have been, in them. Then he began to speak
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.of what e had against them. The example is one that His servants would
do well to follow. Here, blame has been the chief thing: praise comes in
ag a saving clause.

Brethren in Canada feel justly hurt by the imperial and imperious tone adopted
by those in England. It is quite true that the mother country is greater than.
the colony; but individual men there do not stand to individual men here in
the relation of the giant to the dwarf. OQur recent visitor, though himself a
colonist of twelve years standing, found here ¢ abler men than he expected.”
We, too, are British ; we respect ourselves—iwe cherish our independence—
we claim sclf-government. Towards the support of each Missionary pastor,
Canada gives fully three-fourths or four-fifths, in the form of salary or
missionary grants, and this entitles us to the largest share of management.
And we feel we have a right to be believed, when city and country ministers,
supported by their churches or receiving aid, official and nou-official, all
agree in saying that there are good reasons why some churches that have
received aid for a score of years should not be abandoned though they ask it
still. We lament their necessity as much as our brethren in England can do;
we are ever gonding these churches to independence: but we koow their
unhappy history—their divisions—their losses—their unfortunate pastorates:
and we also kdow that there is often left a kernel of spiritual promise. We
are Joth to sacrifice the investments of the past while there is discernible
any hope for the future; and we hear the voice of the Master say,—

* #Destroy it not, for a blessing is in it.” We refuse to apply any cast-iron
rle about a term of years and per centage of diminution, to a thing so
unmechanical as the life of a church. If our brethren at home trust us, as
they say they do, let them leave this to our judgment, ““as those that must
give account.” 'We must know more about the merits of the case than they
do. We have the same aoxiety for selfsupport. Ard if we have made
some mistakes, is this a worse lot than has befallen them? The Colonial
Missions conducted directly from London have bece among the most costly
and unsuccessful on the entire field in British North Awmerica. If chusches
in Canada require time for their education in Christian liberality, is not this
true also of churches in England and everywhere else ?

We expect, therefore, that the proposal originally sent from Bloomfield-street,
(see Canadean Independent, April, 1865, p. 820) of vesting “ ABSOLUTE
CONTROL OF THE FUNDS” in the Canadian Committee, will be carried out in
the letter and in the spirit. The minute adopted by our Missionary Society,
in June last, and which Rev. W. F. Clarke commented upon adversely, in
our last number, was no * diplomatic document”—if by that term were meant
aything ambiguous or deceptive, but 2 plain and straightforward statement
of what bad been agreed upon between a representative of England and one
of Canada, in the first instance, adopted by the Canadiaa Missionary Com-
nittee and Society, and has now beeu finally approved in London. We regard
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it as binding on both partiss. It is not claimed, on our behalf, that ten or
twenty years’ grants shall be the rule; it is not donied, on the other part,
that such shall be recoguised as exceptions.

If we do not to-day write in quite 23 confident a strain of the new plans
as we did in August last, it is not that our opinion has changed of those
plans themselves, but because the feeling engendered and kept up in the dis-
cussion of them imperils confidence and co-operation. To that feeling, on
both sides, we have allowed free expression in these columns; for however
we may deplore its existence, it is better for it to come out than to be pent up
within. We do not wish to see the Colonial Society act on Benjamin
Fravklin’s maxim for the sons of a family-—¢ Give them 2 good cducation,
and then, kicZ them out of doors,” for such a mode of exit is not conducive
to future good relations between the boys and the father. Nor can we say
that we look with much hopefulness on the plan of an independent appeal tu
England and the United States. The espenses of travelling and the support
-of a collecting agent, the need of making out a case for a new agency, wherc
:another has been long established, the difficulty of crording in any applica-
ition for.uid, and the feelivg which no argument can remove, that the colonies
are able to care for themselves—these, to us, seem insurmountable objections
to a scparate appeal to England; while in the United States, the immeasur-
able claims from their own West and South, will bar out this handful (f
churches on the North, not too well loved. '

If it be possible, therefore, as much as lieth in us, let us live peaceably
with the Colouial Missionary Society ; but as early as they may, let each mis
sionary church become self-supporting, and the strong help the weak, so thit
these questions that bave vexed us these nearly thirty years, may vex us»
more for ever !

A WORD TO ALL OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

In the most agreeable and courteous but most urgent and irresistible
manner, we beg to remind those who have not sent in their dollar for the
current volume, or for any one or more of its predecessors, that ‘the suid
dollar has been due from the beginning of the year, viz., July Ist; that it
is urgently wanted for arrears and new monthly bills; and that the pagmer
of it will make them enjoy the magazine better, as it will be in every sense
their oun.

Qur friends will be glad to learn that our position, financially, continues 1
improve. More money has been received for the current volume, now, than
was received for either of the two preceding volumes at the same period of
the year. Although not quite so much has come in for arrears, still the
receipts on that account bear many proofs that it was for want of ability, rather
than of will, that these were not forthcoming sooner. We hope to hear from
many more who have not remitted for years past. Indeed, there is a pro-
ing need for immediate attention to this very thing.
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Now that money is more plentiful, we expeet that the Independent will be
remembered, as well as other claimants upon the proceeds of the harvest.
This will be a good opportunity for those who have kindly promised or
intended to collect subscriptions and arrears, to attend to that work. New
subscribers will be gladly received at any period in the year. All receipts
ave acknowledged monthly on the cover of the magazine, by Mr. A. Christie,
the publishing agent, 11 King Street West (Box 468 P. O.)

Tor many reasons, the present month appears to be a most fitting scason
to remit to us~—whether much or little be owing ; and we respectfully request
our friends to vemit at their earliest convenience.

We want at least five hundred more subscribers. With even less than that
number it would be possible for the proprictors to enlarge the magazine to
40 pages. Asitis, there is not room for half the matter which is suitable
to the special design of the Canadian Independent, which our readers ought
to see, and which hardly a seore of them will see elsewhere. Will not our
friends take advantage of the improved condition of the country to send us
in new lists of subscribers, beginning with the New Year?

We ask the Missionary Deputations to urge our clims upon every church
at the annual meetings.

APPEAL FOR THE FREEDMEN.

The proposal contained in the letter of Dr. Wilkes and the appended doc-
ument from Mr. Magill, was one that occurred to ourselves the moment that
we read the resolution of the English Union. But the collections for our
own Home Missions will undoubtedly stand in the way, in most churches, on
the second Sabbath of January. We would suggest that the Foreign Mis-
sionary collection of the churches that make such a contribution be devoted
to this object, than which there can be no worthier ; or, that those who have
no such good habit, take the second Sabbath in March for the American
Missionary Association. It is an organisation that in its home and foreign
operations, has proved itself in trying times the fearless friend of the coloured
man, and is therefore thoroughly qualified for the arduous labour now to be
done ab the South. 'When England and America thus join hand in hand,
Canada should not be wanting.

REGISTRATION OF CHURCH DEEDS.

By an Act passed during the last session of the Provineial Legislature, it
is provided that, after 1st January, 1866, all deeds conveying real estate be
registered in full. Hitherto, the * Memorials’’ entered in the Registry
Offices have been required to contain only a portion of the facts recited in
the deed, and might omit many others of great importance. The change is
a decided improvement. .

We notice it here, because the question may arise : In_what way will this
affect the blank Trust Deeds for church property prepared by the Congrega-
tional Union of Canada ? We are happy to state, that through the wise fore-
sight of the late Patrick Freeland, Esg., who was concerned in the preparation
of the forms, the recent action of the Legislature was anticipated, and the
Memorial, furnished with every copy of the Deeds, (which may be obtained
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from Rev. J. Wood, Brantford, Secretary of the Union? includes a full recital
of the latter jnstrument. Mr. Freeland availed himself of the option granted
by the previously existing law, to obtain this security for the churches; and
novw that the law requires the same fulness of ecnregistration in every case,
the blank forms are equally available.

ANNUAL ADDRESS TO THE STUDENTS OF THE CONGREGA-
TIONAL COLLEGE OF BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

Delivered at the opening of the Twenty-seventh Session, in Zion Church, Montreal,
on Wednesday, October 11, 1865, &y Rev, B, J. SHERRILL.

—

“ 1 write unto you young men, because yo are strong, and the word of God abideth iu you.?

——

On this ground we are encouraged to write to you yvung men—* decause
ye are strong and the word of God abideth in you.”

Some timber is good for nothing. Some fit only to be burned, and some
though unwrought, is of the best quality—a sound material which pays well
for working. 1t will bear to be wrought and finished into valuable machinery,
and then used with success and profit.

The same is true of our young men. Some are good for nothing. Some
have talents buried and wasted, and some though nowin a process of training,
and unfinished, have all the material~-physical, mental and religious, for a
life of future usefulness and greatness.

Such young men, we believe, have been placed under the care of the
honored professors of this Theological College ; and the promise which they
have given of improvement and future usefulness, has assembled us at this
Annual Meeting to express publicly our satisfaction, and tender to them our
sympathy, with words of cncouragement to press forward in the work of pre-
paration for the gospel ministry.

For their encouragément we will speak:

T.—Of the nature of the worlk to which they are looking forward.

I1.—Of some of the qualifications it requires.

First—In speaking of the nature of the work, cousider its nobélity.

There are some employments in which it is no honor to engage; but the

- preaching of the gospel isa noble work. 'When Christ sent forth his apostles,

Lis every letter of instruction secemed to throw around the work the idea of
dignity and grandeur. He said, “Into whatever city or town ye enter, in-
quire who in it is worthy, and there abide till ye go thence.”” Do not go
from house to house as those who are seeking charity. ¢ The laboreris
worthy of hig hire.”

So the Master is saying to you. The work is worthy of all honor. Never

- be ashamed of it. Let the conviction in your own mind be deep and abiding,

that there i3 a nobility, a grandeur and greatness in the work, and that you
have only to acquit yourselves as men worthy of such a trust, to command
from the church and the world, respect and honor.

Paul.felt and proved the nobility of this work. He regarded it worthy of
all his culture and talents. He was never ashamed of the gospel of Christ.
He was ready to hold it up before kings and emperors, as well as ruler and
people, aud to discuss its merits in all places. To preach Christ was the



REV. E. J, SHERRILL’S SOLLEGE ADDRESS. 293

passion of lis soul. He had no greater joy——he desired no higher honor.
[nspired by this example, aim to walk worthy of God, ever encouraged by
the grandeur of the work to consecrate your powers, “sanctified and meet
for the Master’s vse.”

Second.—~TFor your encouragement consider that the work of preaching
the gospel is perfectly fitted to the end sought, namely, the religious instruc-
tion of the pcople and their final salvation.

F'reach the word with confidence, believing that you will not labor in vain.
“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless
come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”” For God says,
“My word shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. Every true
winister of Christ should feel, he will feel, that the word faithfully preached,
is perfectly fitted to instruct and save them that believe.

Third.—Preach: the word hopefully, because it is itself an instrument of
great power. No other book can so move the heart, the conscicnce, and the
intellect of man. No other book has ever produced so deep, permanent and
bappy results The Bible is an instrument of great power, because it is
tuth. ‘Truth is adapted to the nature of the human mind. The mind is
nowished and strengthened by truth. Christ said, ¢ Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

Fourth.—Be encouraged because your work is not transient, but enduring.
1t cannot be destroyed.  You may fall in the service, but * The word of the
Lord endureth for ever”’ It runs parallel with the existence of the soul.
When wen embrace the truth as it is in Jesus, it abides with them, a lamp
to their feet till life shall close, yea more, it will send its fadeless light across
the boundaries of time, and follow the soul in its immortal career upward,
throwing its bright beams along the soul’s trackless way, to the eternal foun-
tain, the bosom of God. Such an instrument, adapted to the end-sought,
and endd¥ing in its nature and blessed fruits, you are encouraged to preach
with confidence, nothing doubting.

Fifth.—Be encouraged in your preparation for the work, because it has
a grand mission, a sure and glorious destiny.

Its mission is not fulfilled till the gospel is preached to every creature.
The field is the world, ¢ reaching far as earth’s ample range extends.” By
the word preached, the moral state of this world of sin shall be changed. By
the power of the Holy Spirit and the word preached, ¢ The desert shall re-
joice and blossom as the rose.”

In the contest between sin and holiness, ¢ the weapons of our whrfare are
tot carnal, but mighty, through God, to the pulling down of strong holds.”

The preaching of the word has a mission which sweeps the circuit of the
crth.  In its march of light and truth it shall lift and roll away the darkness
that vests on the nations. It shall spread from sea'to sea, and from the
tiver to the ends of the earth.” Kings shall be nursing fathers, and queens
toursiag mothers, to the church of Christ.

E Such is the mission and destiny of the glorious gospel which you are called
to preach. ’

“ Consider what I say, and the Lord give thee understanding in all things,”
shile we consider some of the gualifications for the work of the ministry.

First.—It is important that you be men of strength, that you bave a good
degree of physical, moral, and spiritual strength. “I write unto you young
men, because -ye are strong.”” By proper attention to bodily health, prepare
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yourselves to ¢ endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ.” This

hardness, this wearing toil is sure to come. God has decreed this as one

part of your mission. Paul says, “I endure all things for the clect’s sake,

that th,ey may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal
lory.’

P{xysical strength favors elasticity and vigor of mind, as well as spiritual
growth. Bodily weakness necessarily impairs a minister’s usefulness.

The burden of ministerial labors, cares and trials, often breaks down the
strong man ; how much more the man who is suffering from bodily weakness,
It is the solemn duty of every candidate for the ministry, to strive to conse-
crate to this office, healthy, manly, physical powers. ¢ I besceeh you therefore
by the merecies of God, that ye preseat,” not the halt and the maimed, not the
discased and the sickly, but ¢ present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable tu God, which is your reasonable service’”” By moderate whole-
some diet, by daily vigorous exercise, inhaling freely this mountain air, give
unto God unimpaired, all he has given unto you, of a well proportioned,
strong, physical manhood. It is & most desirable qualification for success i
the ministry.

Second.—Cultivate an agreeable, manly address. Be gentle and courteous
in your manners. This is becoming in all men, especially in a christian
minister. YWhatever might be accounted rude and unecivil in address or
manaoers, would greatly diminish, perhaps destray, your usefulness. You
may be regarded 2s both learned and sound in doctrine, and yet fail of success
because you are not in social life a christian gentleman. The lovely Henry
Martyn made strong men bow by the resistiess power of his gentleness.
¢ The servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto all men.” ¢« Be
courteous.” It is a christian grace that wins old and young., It is a power
for good which every christian minister should be able to command.

Third.—DBe neat in person and dress. Whitefield swayed thousands by
the power of his eloquence. His subject filled his own soul, and he.made it
thrill the souls of others. It flashed in his eye, and it glowed on every
feature. The spirit of Christ electrified every nerve of his being, sending off
a divine iofluence of saving power. And in perfect harmony with all. was
ever scen and felt this added power, perfect neatness of person and dress.
His motto in this regard was, «_4 minister should be without spot’’ Many
a pious minister has been unsuccessful, because untidy in dress and rude in
manners. Whatever in personal habits perils a minister’s usefulness, should
beavoided. ¢ I speak as unto wise men ; judge ye what I say.”’

Fourth.—T.e practical men. Keep yourselves awake to discern the signs
of the times. Live neither in the past, nor in the distant future, but in the
present which opens up your field of action. Understand men and things.
Be in sympathy with the age in which you live. Aim to make an impression
on the world for good, and make it zow. Understand what powers, civil and
religious, influence and control the human mird, and feel that it is the mis
sion of the gospel, clothed with divine authority, to instruct, elevate and
guide these powers as instruments of righteousness.

Be familiar with all leading enterprises of the day, that you may know
their bearing on the kingdom of Christ. Remember that you stand on the
watchtower to give the alarm when danger is near, and to desery approaching
light, foreshadowing peace.

No age can be so important to you as the present. Live not then in the
past—be not lost in visions of the future. True, brighter days may com¢,
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but the present is sufficiontly bright for us. As practical men do the work
of to-day, while the day lasts;  the night cometh when no man ean work.”

Fifth—DBe growing men. Attend to the thorough culture of your minds.
Add daily to your present stock of knowledge, that you may be prepared to
teach the people, not only the first principles—the rudiments—but that you
may o on with them toward perfection in knowledge. Wherever you preach
you will have growing men to hear you. If you are not advancing in
lnowledge they will leave you, or become listless hearers.  Christ says, ¢ The
priest’s lips should !"~:p knowledge, and the people should scek the law at his
mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of kLosts.”

To this end cultivate habits of close study. Be persevering, working men.
Learn to think. Habits of patient thought and work formed here, will abide
through life. Remember there are first steps to every result; but great
results are the fruit of greas toil. It was said of one of Eugland’s greatest
men, “ He could toil terribly.”” God helps those who help themselves.

Be reading men; but let your reading beselect. Read and digest. Read
not for imitation, but that by reading tlLe thoughts of others, you may lein
to think. Do you ask what books and authors you should read ? I leave
that to the wisdom of your teachers and to your own judgment. Read for
profit; but I may suggest that together with other reading, v~ book can com-
pare with the Word of God. For mental discipline, for depi.. and streugth
of intellect, compared with all other books, the Bible stands pretminent.
Daily read its histories and biographies—its rich poetry and lofty strains of
eloquence—its remarkable prophecies, profound reasoning and utterance of
practical traths fonnd only here—daily read it with a prayerful desire to
know the will of God and your duty, and you will daily become a wiser and
better man, able to teach others also.

On the velue of the Bible as a study for mental culture, I may quote the
language of one who has had large experience in training young men. Dr.
Hopkins, President of Williams College, says, ¢ For energy and balance, L
would rather have the intellect formed by the Bible alone, by grappling with
its mighty questions, communing with its high mysteries, by tracing its narra-
uives, by listening to its matchless eloquence and poetry, than to have that
formed by all the light and popular literature, and by all the scientific books
in existence.”

Not only read, but write. Again I say, write. There is labor in it, but
it is Jabor which gives a rich reward. Cicero says, ¢ The young orator’s best
master is his pen.”” Itisa high attainment to be able to write well, but
always the result of labor. Write aud re-write your own thoughts, that you
may learn to express them in language pure and chaste ; elevated, yet so clear
and simple that all may be edified. Herder, a German divine and philosopher,
sail, “It is the most beautiful mark of the excellency of preaching, when it
instructs a child””  In this work you must go on improving., It was said of
alste New England divine, Dr. Dimmick, a beloved and suceessful pastor,
and a classical scholar, who died at the age of sixty-five, that he was never a
better scholar than on the day of his death. Here is a worthy example for a
theological student. It was never said of him—Iet it never be said of you—
He can write no better sermons now, than he could ten or twenty years ago.

It may not be out of place to say a word on pulpit services. Great atten-
tion should be given to the modulation of the voice. It is important in
reading 2 hymn.  We sometimes hear a hymn read in a stupid manner, or in
asing-song toue, inappropriate to the sentiment of the hymn, and offensive to
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zood taste. It should be read in a natural tone varying with the thoughts
exprassed, that it may aid every hearer in the spirit of pure and elevated
devotion.  There is call for great modulation of voice in public address. 1f
improved aright, so that all be natural, it is itself a power fur good. A man
once said he would give any amount of money if he could utter one sentence
as he heard Whitefield utter it. Whitefield's sermons read tamely, but when
he spolee them, they had power irresistible.

Use the common tone when uttering common things ; but when you have
a sentence commencing with a simple thought, which mouvnts and rises as it
waltiplics in words and ideas, gathering strength, and carrying convietion,
rolling up like a wave with power, going out and forth, and still on, witha
grand culmination, then we like to hear the voice used in truo accompani-
ment ; gentle and quiet at first, but beginning to sound like the muttering
of distant thunder that betokens something greater approaching—rising in
strength and earnestness, powerful, resonant, ringing, until it bursts likea
wild bugle blast or mighty clarion peal, causing a thrill and a shudder if
need be, while listening to impressive truth uttered in words of terrific,
solemn grandeur. This, when perfectly natural, helps the conviction of the
sentiment, as the thunder peal does the truth of the lightning flash. It
holds attention and gives pleasure to the hearer. It sccures an end by the
wize improvement of a talent given to those who are called of God to the
christian ministry.

But let your ceascless aim be the salvation of souls. The abiding convie-
tion that your entire work is to have a bearing on saving the lost, will be a
power to bring you near to God, animated by the pure, the eunobling, Christ:
like spirit of him who said, « I please all men in all things, not seeking mine
own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.” To this end
preach not yourself, dut Christ. To be successful you must be much in
communion with Him. You must be like Him—the all-pervading spirit of
vour life must be the spirit of Christ. ISeep ever before you the person of
Christ, and when you preach hold Zim forth, not yourscdf. In the simple
story of Christ crucified, the power of attraction is resistless. e says, © And
I, it Ibe lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” ‘Through your life and
publie ministrativns, let Christ come out from your own emaptured soul, and
all the people will be very attenlive to hear you, as they were to hear Hom,
and by the promised presence of the Holy Ghost, many shall be brought to
Jesus.

Dr. Chalmers s. ys, that for ten years in the early part of his ministry, he
preached with little or no ruccess. He wasled to inquire into the cause, and
found that he had been preaching only abuut Christ.  From that time he
took Christ into his own fcart, and his whole being was animated with new
veligivus life, and Christ in him came rushing out in cvery part. All was
changed—his preaching was clothed with new power, and many werc now
converted and saved.

Be men of prayer. The motto of Dr. Watts, ¢ Bene orasse, bene
stulduisse,” should be written on the heart of every student of Theology. It
is the experience of every successful minister, that prayer is an efficient aid
in private studics, as well as in all public dutics. It is said that President
Lincoln rose daily an hour before the family for sceret prayer, and to read
the Word of God.  If men of other professions daily look to God in prayer
for help, how much more should a christian minister. In the duty of prayer,
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Christ is our example. Paul was a prodigious worker, but eminently a man
of prayer. o this Christ-like habit do we trace bis unparalleled suecess.

When a student, I once boarded with a minister who was always cheerful,
and eminently 2 man of prayer. He often spent whole days in prayer.
When I was with him, I felt that I stood on holy ground. The impression
which he made on my own mind, has ever been as a ray of sunlight, pointing
me up to God in prayer for help.

Add to all, as a chief clement of power and ground of success, duily
advancement in holiness. A good minister of Christ must continually « grow
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” ~ All
other advantages without this will leave you as sounding brass or a tinkling
cymbal.  Go on then improving daily in intellectual attainments and holiness
of heart, and you “ shall be as the light of the morning when the sun riseth,
even a morning without clouds.”

But I cannot close without speaking of Canade as a field of labor. We
are on the horders of an cxtensive country, inhabited by a free, intelligent,
powerful, christian people. Having just passed through an unparallcled
civil war, they are now actively engaged in removing from the nation the
bitter fruits of slavery, and in reconstruction, by establishing ou redeemed
goil the blessings of liducation and a pure Christianity. A wide field is there
opened, and an carnest call heard for help. But in looking over the field,
which is the world, you, in wisdom, have made choice of Canada. Though
compared with other fields, it is limited in extent, yet in its moral aspect it
is a Jand of unmeasured importance, and surpassing interest to the church of
God. Its natural advantages and resources, make it a land to be desired.
But the religious elements of Canada form its chief attractions.

The friends and foes of truth are here as in other lands. But added to
these, we have a foreign and false religion of unknown power. And while
thet power 15 diminishing at its ancient seat, it holds to this, its chosen city,
with the grasp of death.

Tor years, that power has here been increasing and eulminating. The
battle between truth and error will be fought in Canada. The war has already
begun ; and the centre of attraction around which all gather and contend for
victory, is the Bible. This suggests the importance of our ministers having
their loins gire about with truth, being shod with the preparation of the
aospel of peace, and being able to wield suceessfully the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God.

Those educated Zere, are the men to do battle for Clrist and for truth in
this grand and decisive conflict.

We now call upon you, young men, “ because ye are strong, and the word
of Gud abideth in you,” to aid us in spreading over this chusen land, the
light of the gospel. Broad-east sow the good seed, which is the word of
God. Ispecially sow it in the hearts of the young. Do this faithfully, that
you may be the honored men to lead on to victory the host of God's elect ;
that you may form christian churches which shall come up, and ¢ luvk forth
as the morning—fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible,” to the foe,
“as an army with banners.” Then shall this cify, the ceatral puwer of a
false religion, be given to the saints of the most High, and this monlain
shall b called, « The mount of God.”
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SHORT SERMONS.

In a late number of that excellent perindical, the Montreal Witness, ther
appeared an extract from an English paper, which had got its eue from a
I'rench one, on the length of sermons. The arguments, such as they were,
seem to have been endorsed by the Witness, and backed by remarks of its
own to the effeet that—

1. It is generally the preachers who favour long sermons.

2. The prevailing taste of the times is for brevity, railroads and telegraph:
being the order of the day.

3. Denowinationsin which short sermons are the rule go ahead of others, &e.

4. Ministerial editors favor short sermons; a leader in the Zimes can be
read in ten minutes, &e.

Allow me to say, the ery for short sermons, now getting so popular, is mis-.
chievous; the reasons assigned for the demand ave invalid. Serwons in the
present day are commonly between thirty and sixty minutes. If an audience
be interested, an hour will not be felt to be too long; if the interest fail,
fifteen minutes will not be too short. It is folly to lay down a rule for the
length of a sermon, since the time it should occupy depends on many things.
A minister should be influenced by the character of the hearers, by his sub-
ject, by his own powers and feelings, by the feelings of his audience; the
state of the atmosphere, at one time, favours a more lengthened attention
than at another. Lo argue that because Napoleon could fire up his army ie
less than ten minutes, therefore the minister of the gospel should make ten
minute sermous, is in our view a great error. The two things are unlike
An appeal to the patriotisw, the impulse, the passions of an army, is nit
wuch like expounding the word of God.

A preacher has not a mere point to make clear. He has the message of
merey to declare, the evidences of christianity to set forth, inspiration to de-
fend, a thousand subterfuges into which the sinner runs to lay bare; he must
mect and baitle with the errors of his day, while he prochims the gospel;
hie must also show that the law of God Is the grand standard of morslity.
It is as much a duty of the minister to inculeate a scund morality as to pyw-
elaim the doctrines of reconcilintion and pardon. It is a serious mistake to
suppose that men know and understand all these things, that they only need
to be warmly exhorted to do them. Religious periodicals, be they ever s
good, do not answer the end of pulpit instruction. Ministers know, if edi-
tors do not, how little our busy working or professional men read of what
may be termed religious articles. In some houses piles of religions publics-
tions may be seen that have never been opened, or but merely glanced at.
Political and commercial articles are read, there is not time for much beside.
A gzood paper or magaziee is taken because it is recommended, and men like
to encourage 2 good thing. It is an important fact, that many get but little
more of religion and the Bible, than they get from the pulpit; many pro-
fessors of religion ave dependent on the same source for religious instruction.
This is a busy age, an age of baoks, but notof reading ; a good library is new
considered cssential to a well furnished house; how little the books are read
they themselves testify.  Ask the librarians in our reading rocs, how much
religious books and magazines are read by the great majority of the people.

Shorten sermons to tea minutes in order to get a hold on men to whom
religion is distasteful, then you must shorten prayer and shorten reading,
very soou the little wil! be too much, and divine service will cease. Those
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who live at a distance will not think it worth their while to go; others will
feel that what can be taught in so short a time cannot be important. This
cry for short sermons originated with the worldly, but is reiterated by some
of the church, who fancy that religion, if administered in small doses, ecan
be made palatable to the irreligious. A lecturer who speaks on scientiie
subjects for an hour and a half is net complained of as being too lonz. A
worldly performance may occupy two hours and incur mo censure for its
length; a political spouter may exceed an hour on any of the leading topics
of the day; but he who has the weighty matters upon which the cternal life
or death of souls depends, must be short, ten minutes is time enough for
him who is expeeted to give the moral tone to society, and educate the mas-
ses in spiritual things. We believe thet msinisters generally do mot favour
sermons which oceupy an hour in delivery, a greater number prefer from
thirty to fifty minutes.

Railroads shorten journeys, the telegraph shortens letters; but neither of
these shorten the Bible, or make a shorter cut to heaven, henee these are not
reasons for preaching ten minute sermons.

We think it will be found that long or short sermons are not peculiar to
denominations, but to winisters, and that the success of a denomination
cannot be accounted for by the length of their sermons, but by other things.
We have known a preacher of short sermons almost deserted, while his con-
gregation gathered to a minister who preached twice as long, and who filled
his house with hearers.

A leader in the Times, which is “intended to convince 2 whole nation,”
but which often convinces nobody, may be read in ten minutes ; there is,
howerer, an opportunity for one such Zeader every day in the week. Shall
the minister therefore let slip his golden opportunity by pandering to the
taste of the ungodly for brevity who cannot really hear too Jittle of God for
their tastes?  Nay, rather let the minister of Christ study to interest, and
rivet the attention, and messure his sermons by the interest ke can sostain,
rather than by the clock. Let the people of God cousider that in taking up
the cry for short sermons, they are strengthening the hands of the wicked,
and doing their part towards shutting up the pulpit altogether.

Parig, C. W. W. H. A

JOHUN VINE HALL.

Who has not read or heard of that most useful tract entitled : « T Six-
NER'S FRIEND P Who is not fawiliar with the name of NEWMAN Harr,
the gifted and carnest minister of Surrey Chapel?  As author of the tract
and father of the minister just named, the subject of this life-sketeh deserves
to be widely known, but still more as a most marvellous example of what the
grace of God can do in lifting up a lost soul from the depths of sin, tv a high
place of holiness, happiness, and uscfulness. The inspired question, * Is Nor
IS A BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE I’ has often been quoted in refer-
ence to remarkable displays of saving grace, but never was there a case to
which it was more singularly applicable, than to that of the once debased
servant of Satan, and afterward honoured servant of God, the outlines of
whose carthly history are about to be traced. Here is indeed “a braud” set
on fire of bell, scathed and blackered with the fames of depraved passion,

snd ready to drop into the eternal burning; but God graciously seizes it ere
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it falls into the pit, quenches the unholy fire that is consuming it, saturates
it with his own wace and love, touches it with a live coal from off the
heavenly altay, and makes it “a burning aud shining light”' for uenrly balf
a contury, “to the priise of the glory of Mis grace”” The hfe-story we
propase to naveate is full of interest alvo, beenuse of its bearings upon that
great sin and curse, intomperance. It gives a thrilling picture of the struggles
made by an unfortunate being held and erushed in the serpentine coils of
drunkenness, exbibits the vain eodeavours long mado to get free from the
tymunny of appetite, demonstrates the impossibility of reform on the principle
of moderate drinking, and clearly shows at once the wisdom and duty of total
abstinence from every thing that can intoxicate. A mwore touching and
solemn appeal was never made to Christian hearts, in regard to the temperance
quustion, than is here brought to bear.  In shovt, the autebiography of the
author of « The Sinner’s Friend,” edited by his son, the Rev. Newman Hall,
is one of the most remarkable and instruetive narsatives that has appeared in
modern times. It takes rank beside the memoiss of a Panl, 2 Bunymn, and a
Newtan, and furnishes yet another instance of a1 ¢ chiel sinner” transformed
into an ominent saint and wost useful toiler in the Lord’s vineyard.

John Vine Hall was born at Diss, in Norlolk, March 17th. 1774, and died
September 22, 1860, awed 86, When very young, “little Jack” as he was
called, was left to make his own way in the world. e was first apprenticed
to a school-master, who taught him to write the law hauds.  Next he became
ervand bay in a stationer and wine-merchant’s establishment, but sson making
himsell useful in more impartant ways, he rose step by step uutil at last he
reached the highest position in the shop wheve at first he filled the lowest.
His youth was passed very badly.  lle describes himself as having been «a
sadly wicked boy.””  So notoriously bad was he, that when any special mis-
chiel was perpetrated, the neighbours were wont to exelaim, “ Ah{ it is dose
by that wicked boy, Vine Hall” A daring, reckless sort of lad, he bad
several haie-breadth eseapes from death, which in after years he was nceus-
tomed to mention as planly indicating the watchful eare of a divine hand
even during his “crring, sinful years””  He was of a lively turn and fond
of werry company, of which he made himself the attractive centre. e
vould tell a good story, turn a capital joke, impersonate Scoteh, Welsh, and
Trish characters, aud withal play skilfully on the Hute and flageolet.  1le was
a youth of handsewme appearance, gentlemanly manners, and engaging air.
He juined the yeomanvy cavalry, and soon became the best swordsman in

-she voghment.  With all his early vices and follies he was attentive to business,
olliging to customers, and gave many proofs that he possessed a kind heart.
“Such & youth and such s man would be exceedingly popular in a quict
Bng'ish town like Maidstone, and it is no wonder that he was constantly
recetving invifations to all manner of social matherings. The sociality de-
veloprd at these places was insipid, unless it had the flavour of intoxication
in it more or less, and poor Hall early contracted 2 Jove of strong drink,
which became the bane of his life physically and morally, until he was more
than forty years of age. This over-mastering temptation caused him inde-
seribable anguish ; lashed him uearly into madness; made him eall this fovely
exsth S hell” 5 goaded him to commit suicide ; and embittered to its close with
most painful memorics and regrets, a long life of devotedness to Christ. It
is very interesting to note how, cven during his worst courses, filial love and
duty swayed him. At the age of seventeen he wanted very much to enter the
pavy; but his mother’s entreaties and tears disswaded lim from it.  Subse-
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«uently when, harassed and restless, he determined to enlist as a soldier, and
actnlly set oub toward head-quarters to carry oub his purpose, the thought
of his mother brought him back agein.  He says, © My resolution was im-
wediately changed, for although I was indifferent about veligion, or yather
hinted it, yeb the commundment ¢ Jonour thy father and thy mother, had
fong been impressed upon my mind so steongly, that I wsed w take hold of i
13 a kind of anchor, and say to mysclf, ¢If | honour my poor mother, 1 shall
be sure to do well.’”  Not a bud anchor that for & young man, whatever ay
bo snid and said truly about the delusive self-righteousness displayeu in Halls
method of using it.  Negurd for o fond and fuithful mother has muny o time
proved the one redeeming feature in a depraved chasacter, and there is yet
hope of a wicked youth if he has not ceased to cherish love to her whe bore
him.  Filial affection keeps a hittle spot ~tt in an otherwise hardened heart,
and translvoming influences from above way yeb alight upon that Hitde spot,
and thenee spread over and renew the whole.

T'a scepticism vie dissipation, is & route alus often travelled, and by this
route journcyed Vine lall.  What a vevealing glimpse of Buman character
this brief extraet from the autobiography gives: 1 was living in all wicked-
ness—u deist in principle and practice.  Voloey’s “Law of Naturd,”” and
Paine’s “Age of Reason,” wese y fuvousite companions, aud T {ullowed their
pernicious precepts most faithfully.”  First to disobey and then to dishelieve
the dictates of God's word, hag been a very frequent expericnce among wan-
kind. The converse of that text ig often verilied: “ Tf any man will do his
will, he shall know of the doctrine whether it be of (od”  Deeper and
deeper did young Hall plunge iuto the vortex of stn, uniil his usual practice
wus to spend the Sunday with oiher riotous young men, who like hiwself|
with good characters for business integrity, were hving in habits of 1mmo-
rality.  Card-playing, singing foolish songs, iadulging in horrid blasphemies,
and spouting infidel seutiments, were the mnusements of their Sabbath hownrs.
He was very regular at business all day, and so came to be trusted, hat his
cveningsg were almost invaxiably speat in bad company and in vicious indal-
gences.  1le was at ull times ready for any form of revelry and dissipation,
was 0 desperately hardened that he could searcely frame a sentence without
an outh of sowe sort, and reviewing in after years this peviod of his lits, he
excliims, “ O what filthiness did I then wallow in!  IIad not the Almichty
God prowised to turn the scarlet into snow, and the crimson into wosl, the
very remembrance of the depravity in which I then encouraged my<elf|
would aunihilate every hope of merey. Bui blessed be his name, with him
is plenteous redemption.”

"The rising bemmns of that redemption in Hall's case, now claim attention.
He had many inward convietions of sin and duty. Conscience often smote
him, but the love of evil remained strong in him. On owne of those vare
occasions on which he went to church, more to see and to be seen than frow
any sense of religious duty, it e into his head, he says, (who put the
thought there? one cannot but ask), that he would endeavour to suppose
himself in the immediate presence of God, and try to worship him for onee
in sineerity, just to see how he would feel. IIe shut his eyes and went
through a well-temembered part of the Litany, fancying that God stood hefore
him. It was too much. He could not endure it. The thought that he
must give up his reigning lusts or sink into hell, operated upon him so.
powerfully, that he opencd his eyes to get rid of the impression, and resolved
never to try such au experiment again.  The news of his daring initdelity.



. 282 JOIIN VINE IALL.

reachol the ecars of the curate of Maidstone, who requested him to read
“ Portens’ Lvidence of” Christinnity.”  1lle consented out of politencss, and
began to read the buok in utter indiffercnce.  But through the merey of God
it opened his eyes to the hollowness of Deism.  ITo beeamo so convineed of
the faliacy of Paine’s «“ Age of Reason,” that he snatched the infamous book
from ol the shelf) stamped upon it, denvunced its author as a liar, and threw
it into the five, exclaiming, * Go to the flames with you, T'om Paine; you’ve
deccived we long envugh; you shall do so no longer.”  Though haunted by
convietions, he kept up a continual round of gayety for a year longer, when
oue muorning, being much distressed on account of his irregular and wicked
life, he cried out in his agony that it God would but open a door for his
escape from his evil compaunions and habils, he would willingly give up his
luerative position for any situation, however humble or menial. ~ That very
day an advertiscment met his eye, which led to his removal to the city of
Worcester, where he remnined for several years, ultimately however coming
back to Maidstoue as master and proprictor of the establishment in which at
first. he was only errand boy.

The intervening years were eventful ones.  IIe applied himself to business
with dreat assiduity and prospered. 1lo broke off his dissipated course of
life, aud spent his evenings at home. ‘This he did, not beeause as yet any
saving change had been wrought in him, but because he was tired of what
he kunew to be a sinful life, and was resolved to reform. At Worcester, he
beeame acquainted with the lady to whom in 1806 he was married.  She
proved throughout his after life his good angel, aud he ever regarded her with
the fundest and moxt gratelul affection.  But, though prosperous in business,
seruputlously moral in his conduet, and happy in his domestic relations, he
was cuslaved by the love of strong drink, of which he freely partook at home.
Such an appetite will in due time, if indulged in private, sap the foundation of
business prosperity, and bring down the fair fabrie of domestic bless. So
1Iall found to his bitter cost, as myriads more have done to theirs. The
time came when, to use his own words, ¢ business was gone, health destroyed,
character ruined, a dear wife miserable.”  The invariable record of the havoo
intemperance makes amid the fairest of carthly seencs !

This part of [Lall's history is 2 most melancholy recital. It need not be
dwelt upon however, for alas ! its essential features are, owing to the preva-
lence of intewmperance, but too familiar. More hair-breadth eseapes from
death about this time, display the guardian hand of providenee, especially an
instance in which wandering about one night intoxicated among the yawning
mouths of numerous coal pits, he was preserved from falling into any of
them ; and awoke to conscivusness to find himself lying close to the edge of
a deep canal, into which he had been kept from rolling by an interpusing
stone! At the time of its occurrence he called this ¢¢ a Iueky escape,” but
he lived to praise God fur it as a merciful divine deliverance from the jaws
of death aund the pit of hell.

Thus things went on in an almost unbroken course of sinning, until his
38th birthday, which proved not only a birthday of nature, but a birthday
unto repentance.  That morning while busied in the shop, and fretted through
recent intemperance, yet thinking upon his ways, he said petulantly to him-
self, ©* It’s no usc my endeavouring to become steady. My sius arc too great
to be furgiven.” Suddenlya voice whispered in his ear, ¢ If thou wilt forsake
thy ~ins, they shall be forgiven thee.”” Strong emphasis was laid on forsake
and siall. It sccmed as though some person stood behind bim, but ¢ it was
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all within,” and struck as with o flash of lightning, his heart melted in him,
and tears ran down hig checks he knew not why. Unable to go on with
business, ho went up stairs, but there felt worse, and began to think “surely
this is the voice of mercy onco moro calling mo to repentance.”” Ie tool
up tho Bible, his eye fell on the 58th ch. of [ysiah, the reading of which decp-
ly affected him. Ile fell on his knees, and for the first time in hig life,
prayed. IIo did not pray in vain. He found mercey, and avose from hig
knees a new creature in Christ.  Next day he sot up family prayer. Ere long
he began to attend class-meetings, and became & member of the church.
Within a few wecks ho marvels to find himself ¢ fizxed into four offices of the
chiurch of God, trustee, treasurer, commitee-man, and prayer-man.”  Enjoy-
ment in secret prayer, delight in the means of grace, and all the evidences of
astate of grace, characterize him for a few months, when we find in his diary
this mournful record : “ Lalf mad at having heen quite off my guard and by
this means falling from a tremendous height into 2 most dreadful ambush of
the cuemy. O how mournful for the saints and those who love God | Soaring
too high without the wings of humility, T fell into the horriblo pit of intem-
perance, whilst Satan hugged me again with his infernal arms. Iiorrible
indeed ! I could have shed rivers of tears! God have mercy upon me! There
is not a greater siuncr in existence.””  After this entry there comes a strangely
mingled account of hard strugglings, lamentable failures, and oceasional
seasons of comfort and rejoicing. But on the whole, this epoch of his life
is well deseribed by the title of the chapter in which it is narrated: ¢ Conflict
and defeat.”  For more than six long years this state of things continued.
During the carlier part of this period, he kept a diary, but for four years and
a half there was a chasny’” he tells ug, ¢ caused by sin, yes sin of the black-
est die.”  The following are a few speeimens of the entries while they lasted.
“Jury 6. The brethren were all glad to see me among them again, although
so unworthy. How brotherly is this regard for the welfare of one another’s
souls. I do not believe there is another such society in the world as Metho-
dists, for the excreise of brotherly sympathy. O that I had not grieved
them!”  « Jury 29. Fighting most desperately, night and day, by prayer,
repentance, and abstinence (not having had any sleep for three nights); and
have entrcated with bitter tears that the Almighty would restorc me. O
what & bell docs the soul feel that has once enjoyed the love of God, and hag
lost it again by giving way to temptation! What punishment so great as
an accusing conscience for having offended the best of Fathers. But the
merey of God is like himself—infinite.”” ¢ Ava. 1. Still in misery. Under
a dreadful cloud.  Satan, Satan, loose my bonds. Counstant prayer and the
firmest reliance on the blood of Jesus will surely prevail ; yet how long must
I wait for the sweet return of grace.” “Sepr. 21. Persons newly awakened
are too apt to talk at a great rate, and then stumble.”” T hope my experience
of the hellish anguish which accompanies drawing back from God, will ever
keep me humble.” ¢ Qct. 22. The bile. Never had it so bad in my life.
What 2 merey ! I hope it will stimulate me to repentance. My poor M. is
incessantly kind, though she is very unwell through my misconduct. O that
my Saviour would draw me so close to him that I could never depart again.”
“Qcr. 28. Very bad still with the bile, and worse with the deepest compunc-
tion”” ¢ SynpAY, Nov. 1. O that I could repent deeper and deeper, and
ivcessantly, for all my past dreadful sins. TheLord’s Supper was admivistered
this evening ; but I retived ; not that I doubted the mercy and pardon of
God, but I had not been able to forgive myself, and therefore came home and
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in private prayer implored the mercy and support of the blessed Saviour.”
¢« Dro. 30. The bile and hell. O that God would blot out the past week
from the sad catalogue of my sins, and give me grace that I may never sin
again.”  “Basrer DAy, 1813. An cncouraging discourse on repentance.
It just suited my desperate case, and brought me from the verge of despuir
to cry out once more to God. O how true it is that there is ne peace to the
wicked. What a sea of misery has broken over me for the Iast fortnight, and
how very very dreadfully deep have I again fallen into that horrible pit from
which nothing but the arm of God can rescue me. O when will it end !”
Thus he went on sinning and repenting, his Christian brethren showing won-
drous patience with him, because of his manifest sincerity in trying from
time to time to reform. ‘The editor justly remarks, ¢In this respect, the
conduct of the Methodists at Worcester well deserves praise and imitation.”
Poor IIall never ceased to remember with loving thankfulness their kind
forbearance toward him. ¢ Conflict and defeat’ lasted fromi June 80, 1812,
until March 1, 1816, when the fight assumed a new phase, and victory began
to pereh on the long be-draggled banner of this hard pressed soldier of the
cross.  For soldier of the cross he undoubtedly was all this time, though he
had not yet learnt to put on the whole armour of God, so as to ¢ stand in the
evil day.””  He fought feebly because he was not duly armed, and was van-
quished easily, because he was not ¢ thoroughly furnished’ for the fight.

If it be asked, ¢« IHow came it to pass that again and again he fell so griev-
ously, and often seemed so nearly lost?’’ the reply is at hand, and must be
frankly spoken, though it sting with a piercing censure not a few professing
Christians. This man had acquired the habit of drinking to excess. With
hiw this habit was what all fixed habits are, second nature. Thelust for wine
had become resistless. Physicians who were counsulted, pronounced it the
disease known as oinomania, ¢. e. 2 mania for wine. Intire abstinenece was his
only salvation. A single glass was likea spark to gunpowder. The keg is
quite safe if you keep the spark away, but apply the spark and explosion is
inevitable. But strange infatuation, nobody thought of total abstinence in
those days. It was 1812, now it is 1865. The half century those dates in-
clude was half gone, before the Temperance Reformation was bora. Beer,
wine, and even spirits, were daily placed on the tables of Christian fumilies
then.  Good people drank them in Vine Hall’s presence, and encouraged
him to join them only with the advice to be moderate,—advice ke could
not follow. A taste was enough to revive the demon within Zds breast, and
malke him at once the vietim of appetite. The struggle he endured, was the
vain attempt to escape from intwmperance b. the path of moderate drinking.
As well might an unfortunate wreteh wi:o has fallen into the Niagara river,
try to cscape going over the falls by getting out of the centre of the stream
by onc side, instead of escaping ashore. All parts of the current centre at
last in the cataract, and there is ru way of deliverence but by keeping out of
the mighty whirl.

Victory began to supplant defeat, whea on the 1st of Maroir, 1816, the
subject of this sketeh, acting uuder the advice of a kind physician, wholly
relinquished the use of spirituous drinks, and began to use eertain medicines,
of which more anon. The doctor’s cordial sympathy greatly cncouraged
Hall, and the suggestion that his difficulty partly arose from physical causes
which medicine would alleviate, opened as he says, “a valve of hope.”” This
¢ valve” however, was quickly closed by the allowance of two or three glasses
of wine after dinner, which, as might have been expected, shut “the valve
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of hope,” opened the door of appetito, and let in a now fit of drunkenness
and despair.  1le was almost driven desperate by this failure, and gave way
again to his old enemy for some time. On awaking from this dream of sin,
he made a fresh attempt under the persuasions of his physician, and this time
gave up the use of wine, and ale, but continued to use porter, and that most
insinuating alcholic fiend, small beer. With these endeavours he mingled
much reading of the Seriptures and prayer; but no means, human or divine,
availed, while the encmy of his peace retained a foothold. TPorter proved
too mueh for him. Under date of July 15, 1818, we find this entry in his
diary, resumed now that he is battling in carnest with his old foe: “I was
seduced by o depraved nature to drink more porter than was right, by which
I was brought into o distressing situation.”” Porter had beeome his idol, and
this too must be sacrificed. The question, ¢ Do you love porter better than
Christ 7”7 was & resistless appeal, and the loved beverage was given up.
Only small beer now remained. Could ¢hat burt him? Surely not. Ile
thought himsclf completely sceure against his former propensity, and con-
sidered it utterly imnossible ever te be overcome by table beer. ¢ Bug,” he
says, ‘‘ one unhappy day I was thus brought into disgraceful distress. This
table beer was a little leaven, which would soon have leavened the whole
lump:  Although God has enabled me to cut off the right hand almost, yet
retaining the use of beer was something like retaining the little finger of that
band.”  So the little finger was cut off, and even the table beer abandoned.
From that memorable day, November 19, 1818, he was a free man. Peace
reigned in all his borders.  His weary soul, long ¢ afflicted, tossed with tem-
pest, and not comforted,” gained a haven of rest, out of which it was never
driven by any blast or current of temptation. By and bye, the very appe-
tite and 1nclination for drink left him. Nay, more, in less than six years from
his abandonment of the small beer, this entry was made in his diary as a sig-
nal display of God’s almighty grace: ¢ II¢ has not only removed from me
every disposition or inclination for strong drink, but has mercifully implanted
so opposite a feeling that the very smell of wine or strong drink in any per-
son creates a shuddering and horror beyond descriptic.., and Lejaculate, ¢ Is
it possible that my mouth was ever polluted with suci filth?”

The medicine which was preseribed for this poor slave of appetite has oft-
en been sought by incbriates as though it were an infallible cure for drunken-
ness. It is given to the public in the memoir of Vine Hall, and is com-
pounded as follows: ¢ Sulphate of iron, 5 grains; Magnesia, 10 urains;
Peppermint-water, 12 drachms; Spirit of nutmeg, 1 drachm. This forms
one draught,—two draughts to be taken each day.”” The Rev. Newman
Hall says of this prescription, ¢ that medicine falled until abstinence was
practiced.”” He adds: “ My opinion is, that it may render total abstinence
less difficult; but that total abstinence without the medicine will be success-
ful, while the medicine, without total abstinence, will only encourage vain
hopes and do more harm than good.”

The son and editor bases a touching plea for total abstinence on the facts
just now narrated. He says : ¢ Had my father abstained altogether, from
March 14, 1812, all that conflict, disgrace, agony, and peril had been spared.
Would it have been unphilosophical or unseriptural if his friends had said,
‘ Brother, your safety requires you to relinquish these beverages entirely. It
is especially difficult for you, with habits so inveterate, and a morbid craving
80 strong to give them up. It is scarcely possible for you to do this, if to
your other difficultics is superadded that of standing alone, and being re-
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marked in every society. It is easy for us who have not your infirmity. Tor
your sake then, we will join you in a resolution of abstinence. We will not
hold before your eyes and praise in your hearing, and enjoy in your prescnce,
that which we koow you cannot safely drink yourself. We will not place
before you a temptation too strong for you to resist. We will go further;
we will abstain entirely. You will find it less difficult to act in concert with
an association to which you are pledged in honour, than if you stood aloue.
Gratitude to those who make this self-sacrifice for you will strengthen your
resolution.  We will pray that you may not be led into temptation, and we
will pray practically by not ourselves leading you there. And so, trusting in
God, whose grace works in connection with appropriate means, and in order
to cucourage you in what i3 for you absolutely necessary, we will agree with
you totally to discontinue the use of these drinks as beverages” Who can
doubt with my father’s deep convictions, earnest resolutions, and the help of
Divine grace so evidently imparted to him, this course would have been suc-
cessful from the first 777

“But as with many other useful discoveries, the thing which is simple
when koown, was not then ceonceived of. But it is different now. The
simple method of cure by abstinence—the application to this special case of
our Saviour’s precept—¢Sce that ye enter not into temptation’ is well
known, and is the means of rescuing thousands of drunkards annually. I
am almost weekly applied to by persons in the upper classes of socicty on be-
half of some friend whose besetting sin is intemperance. Beyond the gener-
al advice which every Christian would give I have but one reply,—* The
person thus ensnared, must abstain, and his friends must show their sincerity
on his behalf by abstaining too in order to render it easier for him.” I ven-
ture to ask whether such a course would be opposed to that Christianity which
says—¢ Unless a man take up his cross and deny himself he cannot be my
disciple. Let no man place a stumbling-block or an occasion to fall in his
brother’s way. It is good neither to eat flesh nor to drink wine, nor any-
thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, is offended or made weak.””” We ven-
ture to go farther and ask, does not christianity, rightly understood, require
this course of action ?

A personal reminiscence may perhaps without impropriety be introduced
here. When in England four years ago, we had the pleasure of hearing a
sermon preached by the Rev. Newman Hall on the clains of total abstinence
upon Christians, and gaining an introduction after service, had a long conver-
sation with the preacher on the subject of kLis discourse. He made some
reference to peculiar circumstances in his father’s history which had led him
to adopt the total abstinence principle and awakened his zeal on behalf of
that cause. A desire to know more of these circumstances prompted us to
order a copy of the memoir on seeing its publication advertised in an English
paper, and having read the touching story, we feel our own convictions nut 8
little deepened, and our own zeal not a little quickened thereby. Ilard is
the heart that does not soften, unsympathizing the eye that dves not muisten,
and dead the sense of duty that does not awaken at the reading of the fol-
lowing most affecting paragraph: “In a private box opened after my father's
decease, a bottle containing a little sediment, was found wrapped up in a
newspaper report of his temperance speech—narrating his own history. On
the outside was written, ¢ This phial is one of upwards of 200 of those out
of which J. V, II. drank a preparation of sicel in the year 1816. Tt is
preserved like the pot of manna—to show the way in which the Lord deliv-
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ered his servant out of the wilderness—out of an horrible pit—out of his
besetting sin. O praised be the Lord! This medicine was persevercd in from
March 2nd 1816, till about the end of September following,—abuut seven
months, and from September 19th 1816, till November 22ud 1836, the day
of making this memorandum, not a drop of wine or spirituous liquor has cver
passed the surface of the tongue of J. V. H.; and for the last eigetcen years
nothing stronger than tea, coffee, or milk has entered his stomach. O that
men would praise the Lord for his goodness { J. V. H” Bending over these
memorials, was it fanatical if my brother Arthur and myself, resvlved by the
help of God more fervently than ever to wage war against those pernicious
drinking customs which annually destroy so many thousands of precious
souls, and to which our honoured father so nearly fell a vietim? Had he
not been rescued, how useful a life, how bright an example would hare been
lost to the church—how precious a jewel would have been missing from the
Saviour’s crown! And what would his children have become?”’
W.TF.C
(Z be continued.)

MISSIONARY LIFE AMONG THE INDIANS.

We are permitted to make some extracts from a private letter addressed to
a gentleman in this city, by the Rev. R. Burchill. It is dated Lacloche
Island, North Shore, Luke Huron, September 27, 1865. The first extract
}vi]dl. give some idea of the privations incident to mission work amung the
ndians.

* My wigwam is far from being waterproof. The covering is too thin to turn
the rain when it is heavy; and the stato of our funds would not at present jus-
tify ws in getting better. When rain comes with a gale, it matters very little
whether I am inside or outside, and yet I have not had one bad cold since I left
home. If this species of drainage and soaskage be a sample of the renowned
water cure, I would rather be excused, Often, in the morning, I wring bed and
bedding in order to make the load as light as possible. I am now living alone
in the woods ; my interpreter has quite given out. I have been obliged to send
him home; and I am now waiting the arrival of arnother. The fatigues and
privations connected with what is called ‘camping’ have proved tvov much for
his constitution. We are not situated like those that remain in one place or
remove seldom. Sometimes we move every day; and it does not unfrequently
happen that before we reach another shore, island or resting place, we are over-
taken by a storm and thoroughly drenched, and this perhaps near evening, when
it is too late to think of drying either the clothes we wear or our blankets. A
few weeks after we left home, I saw that his health was failing, I did all I
could to encourage him in the hope that, as he had vouth on his side, hie would
be able to hold out till fall. The extreme loneliness o. the place, as well as our
diet, had, I think, their share in making him ill. I was sorry to part with him.
IHe was a good, honest and trustworthy fellow, and not addicted to the vices of
either smoking or drinking.”

“Since my Indian left, which is aow between one and two wecks, I havo lived
alone in the woods, on the shore. My wigwam is within three steps of the water.
The sportive trout, the wild duck, the fitful gull, and the solitary crane, are my
chief companions. Of bears and wolves I seldom hear; but yesterday, when in
company with one situated like myself, wandering along the beach, about threo
miles from ‘ home,” I saw the tracks of a large bear and two cubs. They could
not have been more than from five to ten minutes gone. No doubt they wero
started by the sound of my footsteps. I am alone, and yet not alene. I find God
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to Le as near to me here as he has ever been in any place. What o consolation to
koow and feel that one of the attributes of the Deity is Ifis omnipresence.”

* With the excoption of two or three numbers of the Montreal Wilness, I do not
remember seeing a Canadian paper for more than s month. Of the current news
I know little or nothing ; it will take me some time after my return before I
becomo ¢ posted.” ”

The sccond extract affords an insight into the nature of the work needed
to be done among these benighted children of the forest.

“When first we crossed the channel to the Lacloche mountaing oun the North
Shore, and entered the stream which forms the outlet to o chain of interior lakes,
most of the Indians who happened to be in the neighbourhood at the time
retroated from the bank, and peeped at us from behind the rocks and through
tho shrubbery. All seemed shy and timid, <vith the exception of one young
woman, a princess, daughter of the chief, who, like 2 noble woman as she was,
stepped forward aed shook us warmly by the hand. She wanted to know who
we were, what our business was, and where wo were from. As to our intentions
we said very little. As a general rule we say nothing to pagan Indians of our
intention in visiting them till they become familiar, or till we have gained their
confidence. This often occupies two or three days, and sometimes a week.

The next evening this young woman came to our camp, and, after the cus-
tomary boozhoo, seated herself on the ground, on the opposite side of our evening
fire. We entered into conversation with her. She did not seem the least moved
by the death of her brother, a grown up young man, that died yestorday. We
asked her if she ever heard of Adam and Eve. Shereplied, no. Of Paradise? No.
She now turned towards us, and looked with most eager attention, Do you
know any thing traditionary of the first pair? No. Ier eagerness scemed to
increase; and my beart yearned, yes, as it never did before, to impart to her
some knowledge of the way of salvation through Christ. I asked if she knew the
young man who died yesterday. ‘¥Yes; he was my brother” Where do you
think his spirit is now? ‘I do not know.” Did you think when you saw him so
ill, as to whether you would ever see him again, if he died? ‘No, I have no
thought about it. Ilow could I know 2 I was never told.” Will you meet him
again? ‘I cannot tell’ Do you know what will become of you, when you die?
‘No’ Will you be happy or miserable after death? ‘I do not know. I was
never told.” Did you ever hear of Jesus? ‘No; who was he? Ile died to save
sinners. ¢ No, I never heard of such a person. I am without knowledge. I was
never instructed.” We told her of the Bible, of the two futures; and gave her
as much instraction as we thought she could bear. Ifow dark some of these are.
Few seem to have any knowledge of the traditions of their forefathers.”

_ The last extract refers to the wear and tear of clothing occasioned by life
in the woods, and gives a lively picture of writing under difficulties.

“Qur work is very hard on clothing. I am quite sure I have worn out or
dostroyed more within the last three months than I would have done in ordinary
circumstances in a year. One pair of pants given me by a good sister at George-
town, and ¢ warranted for a year,” has done me good service among the rucks.
I write with the cold north wind on my side, a fire'on the other, a piece cf bark
on my knee for a table, and myself seated firmly on the ground. I can neither
dot i’s nor correct. I must stop. I am quite exhausted.”

Tue Miscuier or MeENTAL WEARNESs.—The principul eause of the sufferings of
men lies in intellectual and moral weakness.

Sir Peter Lely made it a rule never to look at a bad pictuce, having found by
experience that whenever he did so his pencil took a tint from it. Apply the sams
rule to bad books and bad company.

. Premature consolation is but the remembrance of sorrows.
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@orresponyence,

AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.

Montreal, 15th December, 1865.
Dear Eprror,—The Rev. S. W. Magill is now here as the reprosentative
of the American Missionary Association. Letters to myself from the vener-
able Lewis Tappan Esq., also from the Revds.: Dr. Hawes of Hartford, and
Dr. Kirk of Boston, commended him to our churches in Canada. The only
mode of reaching them all af present, is through your pages ; will you allow
him to avail himself of them ? A very few dollars from the poorer churches,
and a few more from the wealthier, would amount to an important contribu-
tion in the aggregate. DMoney may be sent direct to W. E. Whiting, Assistant
Treasurer, 61 John Street, New York, or if preferred, I will reccive and
transmit it.  An appeal for clothing or the materials for making such, will
appear to day in the Montreal Witness, noting where such may be sent. We
shall be furnished with such an official ¢ permit” as will sccure the cutrance
of those contributions, whether made up or otherwise, into the United States,

frec of duty. Yours very truly,
Hexry Winxes.

P.S.—1I mentioned to Mr. Magill that the precise Sunday mentioned,
might not be possible as the dey of collecting, because of our own Missionary
sermons and contributions throughout many parts of the country; but in
cases of interference, another can be easily chosen.

AID FOR THE FREEDMEN.

The American Missionary Association, (61 John Street, New York) has sent
a delegate, Rev. S. W. Magill, to solicit from the people of Canada, sympathy and
2id, in the persccution of its great work in bebalf of the Freedmen of the South.

This Association, formed 20 years ago, has ever been devoted to the interest
of the colored race; and now they feel speeially called upon, to ocecupy the field
so marvellously opened before them, by the providence of Gud, amung the
4,000,000 people of African descent, who have been made free, in the prugress of
the deedful civil war, which has existed in the United States, but who, though
free, are fouud in 2 most hapless and helpless condition.

To furnish these destitute people with clothing, with schools, with religious in-
fluences and institutions ; to civilize, educate, and evangelize them, is the work
for whiah the Association is girding itself, and committing itself unto God.

This Association was adopted by the National Council of Congregativnalists,
convened at Boston, last summer, and cordially recommended to their churches
as the organization through which they might most effectually work, fur the
highest good of the Freedmen ; and they advised the contribution to its treasury
of §250,000 for the work of the current year.

The Congregational Union of England and Wales, at their recent meeting
in Bristol, recommended to their churches, to take up simultaneously, on the 2nd
Sabbath in January, collections in aid of the work among the Freedmen, and
to bestow their benefactions through the organization designated by the Boston
Council—and it is felt, that it would be a most appropriate consummation, and &
wost delightful illustration of denominational sympathy and co-operation, if the
Congregationalists of Canada would unite with their English brethren, and con-
tribute to sustain the organization selected by their brethren in the United States,
and thus combining and strengthening each other,  a threefold cord not easily
broken,” and a threefold force of great effectiveness, would be constituted, by
meaus of which, an inestimable amount of good might be effected, in the work of
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civilizing and evangelizing this heretofore grievously enslaved, but now providen=
tially emancipated people.

The rethren in the United States, feel that a responsibility of immense mag-
nitude is devolved upon them ; nod while they do not shrink from i, but * bless
God and take courage,” in view of the unanimity and liberality, and the goud
measure of ability withal vouchsafed to them, by the great Head of the church,
they yet would regard it as a source of delightful re-agsurance and re-inforce-
ment, if their brethren of the Congregational name in Britain and in Canada,
should enter heartily and liberally, with them into this great undertaking,.

Mr. Magill, as the representative of the American Missionary Association, and
in a sense of the Congregational brotherhood of the United States, takes the
liberty of soliciting as above, the sympathy and co-operation of the Congrega-
tionalists of Canada, and would most respectfully request & contribution in all
the churches, on the 2nd Sabbath in January.

REV. J. CLIMIE ON MR. POORE’'S LETTER.

Dear Sir,—As one of the oldest agents of the London Colonial Mission-
ary Suciety, I have been requested by a number of the brethren to address
you in reference to difficulties encountered in carrying out the objects of the
above association. I may state, in commencing this duty, that of all the
published correspondence regarding our denominational difficulties, none has
grieved me so much as Mr, Poores’ letier dated at Halifax. That was the
most crucl cut ever given us from any source, friend or foe, simply because
it cume from a brother, professing to be personally acquainted with the
matters of which be wrote. We had often been told of our weakness and
ineflicicncy by enemies, but so bad Nehamiah before us; and our utter failure
as a deaomination had been a thousand times predicted by our competing
brethren of other sects, but nothinglike a taunt of ¢ neglect and selfish case,”
had ever been thrown at our churches by their greatest opponents.  Such had
been in the habif, of constantly reiterating the impossibility of our continuing
to occupy the land, on account of the poverty and paucity of our adherents,
but none who had lived among us had ever dared to taunt us with a lack of
attachment to our principles, or spoke of a lack of sacrifices made by us in
their support ; it remained for Mr. Poore to discover all this: to him alone,
the honour belongs, of having ferreted out the lukewarmuess and extra covet-
ousness of Canadian Congregationalism. If it had been an enemy who did
this, we might have borne it : as it is, God helping us, we shall live it dowa.

In self defence we might ask, how came Mr. Poore to know all about us so
thoroughly ? e declares that the ministers in genceral are abler men then
he expected to find them ; how does it come then, that many of them have
been intimately acquainted with the most of those churches, so much com-
plained of, for a quarter of a century, and have not been able to make the
discoveries of friend Poore ? Has that brother abilities so greatly in advance
of all others, as to be able in 2 few hours stay in each place, and without any
personal examiration of the temporal circumstances of each member, to pro-
pounce a more correct judgment on our churches, than those intimately
acquainted with their condition? We, after twenty-six years extended ex-
perience of our Congregationalism, hesitate not to assert, that Mr. Poore has
made a great mistake : a mistake so glaring, that any unprejudiced person of
comwon sense, on reading his letter, and knowing from the nature of things
how impossible it was for him to make himself personally acquaiated with
our condition, must be convinced that he could not be able in any adequate
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degree to pronounce correctly on the merits of the case; and not only so, but
even were the letter a correct estimate of our internal condition, we consider
its publication an evidence more of the spirit of self-vindication than of the
charity that thivketh no evil. We know of what we speak when we state,
that our churehes have done more for the support of our principles in propor-
tion to their numbers and wealth, than any otherin the land. We know too,
that no other Body has been so aggressive on the nominal ranks of other
sects than our own, considering our vumbers and duration of effort. It
might seem egotistical to state that during our missionary efforts, covering a
space of thirty years, hundreds have been brought by us to a knowledge of the
truth, yet not ten of those were previously brought up under Congregational
training, nor during all that time were ten added to our ranks though emi-
gration from England, and of the whole of such, none were in advance of
members previously gathered in, either for princely liberality, or christian zeal.
Mr. Poore speaks of having found our ministers in more comfortable circum-
stances than he expected ; did it ever occur to that gentleman’s mind that at
least 2 number of those men were indebted to their own private resources, or
to the help of relatives, for those circumstances, and had used up the patri-
mony of their children in order to cope in some measure with other ministers
around them, so that the cause might not suffer in their hands by comparison
in temporal conditions? Or perhaps that the good sisters, ministering to his
wants, had robbed several dinners, past and to come, in order that they might
obey the apostolical injunction, ¢ be careful to entertain strangers.”” And
does Mr. Poore know that those circumstances might have been bettered,
had they loved Congregationalism less? Why then, are our supposed defici-
encies paraded to public gaze ? is it because many of us were drawn into
the employment of the London Colonial Missionary Society, by the promises
of its committee and agents, and have faithfully carried out its instructions,
that an excuse is thus sought for deserting us, after we have expended all
our private property, that so the funds originally pledged to Cavada, may be
distributed in Australia ? if so, we reject the reasons given, and as a matter
of simple justice, call on the London Committee, and the Congregational
churches in England to remember, that an essential principle of Congrega-
tionalism declares, that ¢ in the multitude of counsellors there is safety,” and
therefore, any decision arrived at on the testimony and judgment of one man
—and he 2 mere visitor of a few weeks duration, in opposition to the testi-
mony of a large number of men just as intellectual and as honest, and more
intimately acquainted with the maiters to be pronounced on, must not only be
thoroughly uncongregational, but necessarily unjust.

I am not, however, of that number who conclude that Mr. Poore’s visit
hag greatly damaged our cause in Canada; if it could thus easily be per-
manently injured, it deserved annihilation. On the contrary, I believe that
good will flow from the unpleasant agitation thus produced ; for whilst we do
not consider our churches will suffer by contrast with the same denomination
in England, or any elsewhere, still we might do better, and will, I bave no
doubt, do better, for the castigation that we have received, provided we have
as much of that christian manhood left in us as has characterized us hitherto,
- sufficient to lift us over the obstructions thus unwisely placed in our way. An
old Scotch divine has quaintly said, that “the lamb has to box the udder
ere it yields its milk ;” friend Poore is certainly an adept in that philosophy.

I am dear sir, yours ever cordially,
Belleville, 19th December, 1865. JoaN CLIMIE.
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Prize Essayson SaBBATh STORING ; THE NEED AND METHOD OF SABBATH
Sroring FOR Gop; by Henry T. Robjohn, B.A. Toe OBLiGarioy
AND ADVANTAGE OF SABBATH STORING FOR (oD ; by George Fletcher,
Bury, London : S. W. Partridge.

The general principle that Christian liberality should be regulated by the
laws of the New Testament, is clearly and vigorously set forth in these
essays. It is felt by some, that professors of religion in Canada have much
to learn on the very important point of the dedication of their property to the
service of God ; be this as it may, the perusal of this book in a calm and
prayerful spirit will rouse to action. Covetousness and selfishness meet with
direct antagonism in the doctrines of Christ, so that proof of the prevailing
power of truth is given by the employment of our resourcesin his service and
in general charities, on fixed principles, without hesitation or regret, and in
proportion to our income. Money comes under the sway of religion as wellas
the powers of our winds, and the hours of our Iives; our zeal must therefore
ahin at filling the treasury of the Lord in spite of opposition from the carnali-
ties of our nature. There is a bright future for the church soon, as the
omuipotent energy of his unspeakable grace is felt—ye know the grace of
our Liord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for our sakes he
became poor, that ye, through his poverty might be rich—this is an argu-
ment for giving, which every ransomed soul should ponder.

These essays are written to enforce the practice of ¢¢ Sabbath Storing,” thut
is, from our actual weekly income on the first day of the week, to set apart
the Lord s portion in a devotional spirit, to be faithfully distributed in due
time to the various objects which present theirclaims. Thus there is secured,
a fund from which to draw as calls are made. It is evident, we thiuk, thata
plan of this nature presents many points of escellency, and would render it
possible for many conscientiously and duly to cousecrate a suitable amount of
their means to the Saviour, yet we do uot see that the rule is of imperative
and universal obligation.

diwicial,

WESTERN DISTRICT, Secrion 2—MISSIONARY MEETINGS FOR 1365.

DATE. I PLACE. DEPUTATION.
Jan. 22—Monday .....|Stratford .....)
«  23—Tuesday ..... Listowell ..... |
* 24—~Wednesday .|Molesworth .. } {Messra. McGill, W. W. Smith & Snider.
¢ 25—Thursday .../Turnberry ... |
O 2~Triday eeeeee. Iowick........ J
Feb. 5—3Monday ...... London ......... Messrs. Wood, W. T. Clarke and Pullar.
“  5—=XMonday ... 'Southwold ...... Messrs. Allworth, Durrant and 1lay.
“§, 7—Tues. § Wed.' Warwick .......[(Western® Association).
¢ 2—Thursday....|Edgeworth...... Messrs, Pullar and Wood.
¥ §—Thursday ...!Watford.......... Messrs. Hay, J. M. Smith & Macallum.

{Plympton .......{Messrs. Allworth, Dickson, & Spettigue.

“  O0—Friday .......[Satnia ....... ...|Messrs. Hay, J. M. Smith & Macallum.
“  9—Friday Forest............|Messrs. Allworth, Dickson, & Spettigue.
* 26—~Monday .....|Brantford .... ] [Messrs. . F. Clarke, Allworth, Hay,
27—Tucsday ..., Patis w....... and Woeod.

*  8—Thursday ...
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The pastors of the several churches are requested to have missionary sermons
preached in each of the above named localities, by eschange or otherwise, on the
Sabbath before the missionary meeting; and also, as far as practicable, to have
the work of collecting done before the meeting, as the funds are needed immedintely

Joux Woob, See. W. D. Commitlec.

MIDDLE DISTRICT—MISSIONARY MEETINGS FOR TIIE YEAR 1866.

DATE. PLACE. DEPUTATION.
January 15—Monday ...... St. Andrew’S.cuuenseerecan _
“  16—Tuesdey ...... Pine Grove ........ Revs. T. M. Reikie, I

[
January
£

&
"©

[}

February
o

17—Wednesday...
18—"Thursday ....
19—Friday...eee..
21—Sabbath ......
21—Sabbath ......
21—Sabbath ......
22—Monday ... ..
23—Tuesday ......
24—Wednesday...
25—Thursday ....
26—Friday...evee.
22—Monday ......
23—Tuesday ......
24—Wednesday...
25—Thursday ....

26—Friday.ceceeees

28—Sabbath ......
283—Sabbath ......
28—Sabbath ......
28—Sabbath ......
20—Monday ......
30—Tuesday ......
31—Wednesday...
1—Thursday .....
2—Friday..
4—S8abbath ......
4—Sabbath ......

5—DMonday ......

«|Osprew ......

Kleinburg .
Albion......... rererese
Do. Association Meeting ...
Alton, 10.30, A3, sevieresenns
U. Church, South Caledon...
(€ 1:70] 7117034« J Y
U. Church, South Caledon
AIOD ceciviecrcionscosts soaae
ACLOD teerirernssancanaroneane
Georgetown .ueveeeesesseneas
Trafalgar..ccceineiencencnnees
Unionville oevreeniei=irnnes
Stouffrille ceeveeres
Markhom ciccveereesecnssense
Whithy ceceevvane vesrssssnses

.
.

.......

Bowmanville .iveecieccciranees
Bowmanville wecicicneisennss
TOTONLO cevececrrsrcrereastansens
Manilla coiiivericieeceneernnens
Newmarkeb..ooveeeaes
Newmarket...ceeeeos cescnse
Rugby
Or0 vecveesecssorsotsasroncnscas

Nottawasaga ....

......

essecescanese sutee

eessccvecne

sevcecce

Meaford .....
Owen Sound cecerervencarecens

Owen Sound «cicaeienssnsennens

—Tucesday ......

Colpoy’s BaF...oprecessacsonnes
J.

Denney, J. Unsworth,
& R. Hay.

Rev. T. M. Reikie.
Rev. T. M. Reikie.
Rev. R. Hay.

Revs. T. M. Reikie, II.
Deuny, R. Hay, &, J.
Unsworth.

Revs. F. H. Marling, I,
Budge, B. W. Day, &
J. Sanderson.

Revs. . H. Marling,
B.W. Day, &
J. Sanderson.
Rev. I, II. Marling.
Rev. T. M. Reikie.
Rev. J. Sanderson.
Rev. D. McGregor.

Rev. R. Robinson, D.
McGregor, J. MecLean,
J.Brown & J. Sanderson

..|Rev. R. Robinson.

Rev. D. McGregor.
{ Revds. D. McGregor,

J. Brown, L. Kribs
& R. Robieson.
Uxsworrg, Secretary.

WESTERN ASSOCIATION.

The next meeting of this Association will be held (D.V.) at Warwick,
commencing at 7 p.m., on Tuesday, the 6th February, 1866, when the Rev.
B.W. Day, primary, or Secretary, alternate, will preach before the Association.

At the private sessions of the following day, the following exercises will be
ealled for, viz.: a Written Sermon, by Secretary ; an Exposition, by Rev J.
M. Smith ; a Review, by Rev. D. McCallum ; an Essay on “Popular LPreach-
ng,” by Rev. W. H. Allworth; Plans of Sermons by Rev. W. Hay and J.
Wood. Each member to furnish a Plan of a sermon on' Luke x. 21.

JanMESs A. R.

Dickson, Secretary.
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WEEK OF SPECIAL PRAYER, JANUARY 7-14, 1866.

The following is the invitation issued by the Evangelical Alliance, with refer-
ence to Special Prayer throughout the world on the first week of January, 1866:

The beginning of this year, as that of previous years, was marked by the
gathering of Christians in all parts of the world for united prayer; and it wuay
made abundantly clear that our Father in heaven was, by His Iloly Spirit, draw-
ing his children together in love, that He might bless them.

The Evangelical Alliance, by their British and Foreign Organizations, would
again aftectionately and earnestly invite Christians in all countries to make
arrangements for meeting during the Week of Prayer, at the commencement of
the New Year.

Much encouragement is felt from the fact that in almost every land, even the
most remote, the previous invitations have been largely responded to, and multi-
tudes have acknowledged, with devout thankfulnessto God, Ilis gracious answers
in “crowning the year with Iiis goodness,”” and conferring special blessings upou
the Church and upon the world. .

Let us again set apart the week beginning with the first Lord’s day of the
New Yeur for united supplication, with thanksgiving, in the spirit of love, and
in sympathy with our brethren who ““in every place call upon the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours.” Surely the need is great. Ihiror is
abounding : masses are ignorant of the Gospel; the children of God are still
far from manifesting the unity of the body of Christ—and whether as natiuus, or
families, or individuals, we have urgent daugers. Meanwhile, our eavenly
Father is ready to supply all our need according to the riches of Ilis grace, and
is able and willing not only to keep us secure from all harm, but “to dv exceed-
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or think.” May we not confidently expect
that suitable blessings will be bestowed in proportion as prayer is offered with
“cno accord ” by those who are united by a common faith, and who share in the
blessings of a common salvation?

0O Thou that hearest prayer, unto Thee shall all flesh come.”—Psalm 1zv. 2.

“T'he Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, to all that call upun Ilim
in truth.”’—Psahn cxlv. 18.

“ And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speed
ily to pray befure the Lord, and to seck the Lord of Iosts: § will go alsv.’—
Zech. viii. 21.

¢ Seeing, then, that we have a great Iligh Priest that is passed into the heav-
ens, Jesus, the Son of God—Iet us therefore come boldly unto the Throne of
Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of neced.”’—
Ieb. iv., 14-10.

“ Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.”—Eph. vi. 18.

The following topics, amongst others, are suggested as suitable for exhortation
and intercession on the successive days of meeting :—

Sunday, Jan. 7.—Sermons on the duties of Christians to each other, as mem-
bers of the hody of Christ. *

Monday, Jau. 8.—Acknowledgment of Divine mercies and confession of sin.

Tuesday, Jan. 9.—The Christian Church: That its testimony may be clearer,
its faith stronger, and its devotedness, liberality, and zeal enlarged.

‘Wednesday, Jan. 10.—Nations: For their temporal and spiritual welfare; for
kings, and all in authority ; for the maintenance of peace; and fur the inerease
of **righteousness. which exalteth a nation.”

. 'i(;bursdny, Jan. 11.—For Christian Families, for Servants, and for Schouls and
olleges.

Fri%lay, Jan. 12.—For Christian Missions and Ministers, and for all engaged in
Christian work.

Saturday, Jan. 13.—For Clristians in sorrow, in sickness, and in persecution:
For the Widow and the Orphan.

Sunday, Jan, 14.—Sermons : The blessings to be expected from the manifested
Union of Believers in all countries.
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FAREWELL ADDRESS TO REV. E. EBBS.

The following address was presented o the Rev. E. Ebbs, by the Miniaters of
the Town of Paris, on the occasion of his departure:

To the Rev. Edward Ebbs, Tastor of the Congregational Church, Paris, C. V.
ReveRexD aND DEar BroToer,—

Having learned that it is your intention to leave your present sphero of labour,
we cannct allow you to depart without expressing our high esteem for you as a
brother in the Lord, and as a faithful and beloved fellow-labourer in the guspel
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Your uniform kindness and courtesy—the wisdom of your counsels—and your
readiness to promote ‘4every good word and work,” have endeared you to us, your
brethren, in the Christian Ministry.

Your stated administrations of the Word of Life among the people of your
special charge, have been, we are assured, earvest and faithful, and jour veea-
sional services in our pulpits have been highly acceptable to our respesiive con-
gregations. Many who know the excellency of your Christian depurtinent, and
the ability with which you have discharged your public duties in the pulyit and
on the platform, will greatly regret your removal from the field of labuur which,
for the past seven years, you have so efficiently occupied.

The Ministerial Association in the town, which owes its existence under God to
you, has afforded excellent opportunity for fraternal counsel. And while its
spiritual exercises have been beneficial to ourselves, the good of the geueral com-
munity has been promoted. Qur intercourse with you in this connection hias ever
been most agreeable and profitable; and we cannot but feel that in your depar-
ture wo sustain a heavy loss.

It is our earnest desire that the Great Head of the Church, who has couated
you faitbful, putting you into the ministry, may speedily conduct you to an en-
larged sphere of Christian activities, and make you therein abundantly useful in
comforting and edifying the Church and turning many to righteousness.

It is our carnest prayer that you and your family may have the abundant sup-
ply of cvery needed earthly good, and be enriched with all heavenly and spirit-
ual blessings in Christ Jesus.

The Lord bless thee—the Lord lift the light of his countenance upun thee and
give thee peace!

We are, dear Brother,
Yours, in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Jaxes Roperrson, River-Street Presbyéerian Church.

T'ros. DupLey, P. M. Minister.

Jonx G. Lairp, . M. Alinister.

‘T'ros. HeExpERSON, Pastor Buplist Chuwrch.

Joun Jawes, Dumfries-Slreet Presbyterian Church.
Paris, Canada West, August 28th, 1865.

Mr. Ebbs was also presented with an elegant copy of Bagster’s Comprehen.
sive Bible, (largest edition,) by the ladies of the Congregational Church in Paris
Among many personal gifts, one at least must not pass without record, viz., a
purse containing 3200 from Mr. and Mrs. C. Whitlaw.

BOND STREET CHURCH, TORONTO.

For the information of many friends amongst our readers, and as an example
of liberality which we trust may be followed elsewhere, we would here nute the
fact, that Mr. Wm. R. Ross, a member of the Bond Street Congregational Church,
Toronto, who, during the erection of their house of worship, had lent $1000 to
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aid that work, had remitted the interest for two years successively, and reduced
the principal by $200, has now discharged tho remainder of the mortgage. This
generous resolva was communieated from Edinburgh, where Mr. Ross is now on
a visit. It has so imspirited the Church, that notwithstanding recent special
efforts for other purposes, a subscription was opened at the close of the recent
anniversary soirée, to liquidate the remainder of the debt (about $1,800), and in
a few minutes $800 were promised by a few individuals, in sums payable in three
annual instalments. It is hoped that the romainder will be made up ere long.
Some improvements have recently been made in the interior of the building, the
organ being removed to the gallery, and the pulpit to the organ recess, while
pendants have been substituted for the costly sun-lights in the ceiling,.

MARKHAM AND STQUFFVILLE.

We understand that Rev. B, W. Day hag accepted a call to the pastorate of
these churches, and espects to remove thither about the beginning of the year.

ENGRAVING OF THE BRANTFORD CHURCH.

The Woodcut of the new church in Brantford not being ready, wearo obliged
to defer it till February.

JWiscellmeous,

GEN. PUTNAM AND DR. DWIGIIT.

We have often heard of the surprise of Gen. Putnam at the apt text selected
by Dr. Dwight to preach to the army, after the surrender of Gen. Burgoyne,
but have never seen so full a narrative of the matter as is found in Headley’s
Chaplains and Clergy of the Revolution, published by Scribner :

The news of the surrender reached camp or Saturday. Next day Dwight
preached at hendquarters. Putnam and his principal officors were present, and
never before did the young chaplain seem so inspired. His patriotic heart, like
that of the meanest soldier, had been thrown into ecstasy at the glorious tidings,
and it is was too full and too eager for utterance, to require any preparation.
Rising before his attentive, brilliant audience, he took for his text, Joel ii. 20
—“T will remove far from you the Northern army.” The effect of its enuncia-
tion was astonishing, and seemed like a voice from Heaven, reminding them of
the deliverance so often promised by the chaplain,

The language of the chapter applied with wonderful force to the invasion and
overthrow of Burgoyne. The “day of darkness and gloominess, the day of
clouds and thick darkness” had indeed come upon them. Before the resistless
legions of Burgoyne the inhabitants of the land had fled in terror, and desolation
marked their progress. It was a time for *the ministers of the Lord to weep
between the porch and the altar,” and cry,‘ Spare thy people, O Lord.” Their
prayer had been answered, and now they could shout aloud, * Fear not, O land,
be glad and rejoice.” The theme was one peculiarly adapted to Dwight’s glow-
ing imagination and enthusiastic patriotism. He painted in vivid colors the
terror and dismay this Northern invasion had spread throngh the land, described
the victory aund the exultation of the people, giving God all the glory, and
declared that be saw in it the bright assurance of final triumph.

The officers and soldiers were carried away by his eloquence, and Putnam was
especially delighted, and did not attempt to conceal his pleasure, but nodded and
smiled in delighted approval through the discourse, though he did not for a mo-
ment suppose that the text was in the Bible, but rather an inference which
Dwight had drawn from the preceding passages. After service was over, he was
loud in expressions of admiration of the sermon and the proacher, but remarked
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at the same time to some of his officers, that of course there was no such text in
the Bible, and that it wasmade up by Dwight for the occasion. The officers smil-
ed in reply, saying thot Dwight had taken no such liberty with the sacred volume,
for tbe text was really in it.

Putnam, howerver, atoutly denied it and refused to yield the point till one of
them brought a Bible, acd pointed it out to him Ile could at first hardiy helieve
hig eyes, yet there it was, bojuud all cavil. Ile read it over carefully, and
then exclaimed, * Well, there is everything in thai Lok, and Dwight knows just where
to lay his finger on 6.

REV, JOIN KEBLE ON INSPIRATION.

While I am prepared, ». v., to maintain the * inspiration and Divine aunthority’
of every word in the ‘genuine Bible,’” I could wish, might reverence and charity
allow, to say something on the word ‘equal,” which ¢ Anglicanus’ prefixes to
the formula supplied by him to express what he supposes me to hold, the
equal inspiration,” he says, ‘of every word.” ‘Equally inspired’ has of late
frequently been used as if it meant ¢ containing an equal amount of Divine
revelation ;” and thus we are charged with maintaining, e. g., that the Book of
Esther contains equal Divine truth with the Gospel of St. John. But the propo-
sition really challenged by ¢ Anglicanus’ is this:—*Tho canovieal Seriptures in
their genuine text are, not only to a word but to a * jot or tittle ”” (St. Matthew
v.18.) not all equally important, not meant to take up equal room in our
hearts, but all equally ¢ruc because they are all alike God’s Word, and it is im-
possible for God to lie.” Thisis the real question atissue. The New Testament
declaves the whole Old Testament to be ¢ inspired by God ;” accordingly the Book
of Esther to be as really inspired as ‘the Evangelical prophet’—as really, though
not as largely. But since it is 80 inspired, men know that they are hound to
believe every word of it, and if contradictions appear, to feel sure that they will
one day disappear either by amended readings or by satisfactory explimations.
All will prove true, all exactly what was needed for its own peenlianr purpose.
But there may be any degree of difference in the love and fear, the awe and the
gratitude with which Almighty God means us to receive one portion and annther
according to the measure in which Ile vouchsates to disclose Iimself, or to draw
pearer to us; and, again, according to the measure in which his severnl gifts of
grace are allowed to manifest themselves through the several human writera.  In
this respect we may imagine a scale ranging from tho mere adjustment of a
genealogy in the Chronicles up to the 1st chapter of St. John. All are equally
trae, although =all do not contain an equal amount of Divine Truth.”

Pirasure.—I have run the silly rounds of pleasure, and have done with them
all. 1 have enjoyed all the pleasures of the world—I appraise them at their real
worth, which is, in truth, very low ; those who have only seen their ontside al-
ways overrato them, but I have been behind the scenes, I have secn all the coarse
pulleys and dirty ropes that movo their gaudy machines, and I have also seen and
smelled the tallow candles which illuminate the decoration, to the asronishment
aund admiration of the ignorant sudience. Wken I reflect on what I have eeen,
what I bave heard, and what I have done, I can hardly persuade myself that all
that frivolous hurry and bustle of pleasure in the world had any realitv: hut I
look upan all that 18 past a8 one of those romantic dreamns which opium eommonly
oceasions, and T do by no means desire to repeat the nauseous dosc.— Chesterfieli

Fear.—With the exception, perhaps, of anger, fear is the most injurious of
human passions.

The following inscription is to be seen over a soldier’s grave in the Alczandrin
Wilitary Cemetery ;—
¢« Unknown is all thy epitaph can tell;
If Jesus know thee all is well.
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A THOUGHT FOR THE AFFLICTED,

A Christain was under manifold trials and afflictiozs ; and, on one occasion, to
a fricad who was_condoling with him, he replied to the following effect:—* I
look around, and I see how many there are who are much more heavily aflicted
than myself. I look within, and I see how much corruption there is in my heart
—which needs to be mortified, and which provokes the rod. I look downward,
and I gee that hell which I have deserved, and from which grace alone has deli-
vered me. I look upward, and I see that God whose band overrules all events,
and who doth all things wisely and well. T look backwerd, and I see from how
many troubles he has delivered me, and how many sharp afflictions he has made
to work together for my good. I look forward, and I sce that ‘far more exceed-
ing and eternal weight of glory’ to which he is conducting me, and for which, by
those afflictions, he is preparing me. And when I have looked in all these direc-
tions, 1 do not think much of my afflictions.”

Let me also well consider such texts as these: “Whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth.”—Heb. xii, 6. ‘ We must through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God.””—Acts xiv. 22. * Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an ex-
ample, that ye should follow in his steps.”—1 Peter ii. 21.

¢ Lord, who hast suffered all for me,
My peace and pardon to procure,

The lighter cross I bear for thee,
Help me with patience to endure.

Let me not angrily declaro

No pain was ever sharp like mine;
Nor murmur at the cross I bear,

But rather weep, remembering thine.”

Poctry.

THE OLD AND NEW YEAR.

Another year hath fled : renew,
Lord, with our days Thy love!l
Our days are evil here and few;
‘We look to live above :
We will not grieve, though day by day
‘We pass from earthly joys away;
Our joy abides in Thes;
Our joy abides in Theel

Yet, when our sins we call to mind,
We cannot fail to grieve;

But Thou art pitiful and kind,
And wilt our prayer receive:

O Jesus, evermore the same,

Qur hope we rest upon Thy name;
Our hope abides in Thee ;
Our hope abides in Theo!

For all the future, Lord, prepare
Our souls with strength divine;
Help us to cast on Thee our care,
Aud on Thy servant shine :
Life without. Thee is dark and drear;
Death is not death if Thou art near ;
Our life abides in Thee ;
Gur life abides in Thee. Artnux T, RusseLt.



