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DEVOTED TQ PRONUNCIATION AND AMENDED SPELING.
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CUEFUI.

'I.

Solénili, mornfuli,
Ddinig its dol,

The Curft1, Bel
1z beSining tu tol.

Cuver the emberz,
A. nd put out the lit:

Teil cumz with the merning,
And rest with the it.

Park gro the windoz
And kwvensht iz the f ir;

Sound fo.dz intu silens,
G1 futsteps retir.

No vois in tMie ch«mnberz,
.No Q.ouncl in t>he hel!

Slgp and obliviun
Ran over el.

il.

The buk iz completed;
And clozd,ilik the de;

And the hand that haz ritil it
Lez it awye.

Dim gro ite fansiz,
Fergotn the." 11>;

iÀk coiz in the ashez,
The, darkn and d6.

"'Gng sinks intu silens,
The stori iz told,

The wvîndoz ar darknd,
The harth-ston iz cold.

Darker and darker
Trhe blak shadoz fol;

Slrep aid obliviun
Rau over el.'

-The P3opiiar stej Gv Arn-
enled Speling iz ilustreted in
the paragtrafs in smoler print.
Even a les degrÉ Gv amendment
wil hiardli bp, -,t-septed in sertn
bigotedli conservativ kworterz.

--The fÉducashunal stej iz
ilustrated iu Lengfelo'z Curfi,.
With a shep (a) fer the vou'el
in art (art) and yus ov mcent
maxk, we hav a redi yet aciirat
we fer denoting pronunsieshun
ov voueiz, an eseushal in EFdtj-
ceshun. It aparz tu us that the
shaps o, c, i ar c«pabl ev farther
impruvment in surn respects.

-Fer Sientific 'LfilOlOjie, fo-
nolojie, dieshuneri, colokwial,
and u ther. obj eets, rather closer
dis crimineshun ev spech-sotindz
iz xweded in speshal casez.

-Remuval tu Toronto
dele in our publicashun.
yulariti iz hopt f4r.

cozd
Reg-.

EI-T. erv.1d



A Cross hore Indicates tbat your subseri ption 18
iu aroars. )>leag rentit.

REyVISED SPEraNe: 1. OurîT ovry useles jeter.
2.CnEGzdtetp tgh toif oidse.

(now in progres). Suchl spoling is to be prof erd,
just as ltevised Trauslion of Bible is preferd, to
that of 1611.

VOWVEL PAIRS.

An exact specificatien of vowels is a ne-
cesity in ail study of speech-sounds. This
lias been niade by rilers ou Fonografy, and
doue se w'el that an experieuce of haf a cen-
tury servs to sho that the twelv vowels of
the Fonograiic System -ar practicaly ai-
stificient, altho tlîcoreticali, somne onestly
niaintain the recognition of one or more
shade vowvels. \Vhen WVallker, iu i791, first
publisht his rronouucing Dictiouary hie re-
cognized thirteen, the thirteenth bei-.g tbat
in ny, noa' generaly conceded to lie dit-
tiiongal . Except ini ibis respect. Walker, in
subsequent editions in his lifetirne, and even
lu those of recent i3suw', neyer departed froni
his twelv vowel system. Other orthc&p)ists,
netably Smart ini 1836, atempted iniprove-
ments ou Wqîlkzer. They bat' litl practical
Value.

A recent analysis of our vowels is that
used by the B3ureau of Eîlînology at Wash-
ington, and made by Major Povel. It may
be found in the second edition of his Intro-
duction to the Stnidy of Indiait Languiages.
The Indian races of Arnerica ar rapidly dy-
ing eut and their language becoming extinct.
The Bureau desire to hav ail such languages
ritn down for Ethnologie; and generai sien-
tiiic use; in doing wbich, it ie evident ne
time shud be lest. Acerdingly ail compe-
lent ebservers ar ernestly urged te make ritn
records of Indian speech ; and, that uniformi-
ty of resull besecured fer comparisen, it ie ini-
dispensabl that acomon systeni ef ortbografic
notation be employd. For this purpos, the
sounds bord ar referd te and compard with
the seunds et the chief modern languages,
especialy Englisb, se generaly speken thru-
eut America. Net only ar the rigflil vowels
givn by Powel, but tbey are paird properly.
Fenografers do net de this.. Tbey atempt
te, force the twelv iet six pairs. The truth
is, eight efthIeni compose four pairs wel
enuf, while the remaining four do net pair aI
ail. A dash, liglit or bevy, and a dot, light
or hevy, each in tîhree diferent positions, giv
a brief antd sinpi xueîhod of marking the
tîwelv. In shortband, brevity takes precéed-
once 'over evrything els, even te the sacri-
fice et fonologic truth. Hence brevity made
il expedient that the twelv bo forced inte six
pairs. Tbree et theso pairs ar natural
enuf:. viz., those in ill and eel, ell and ale,
punll and pool. Two others ar bolly unnat-
ural, and sbud be diverst: viz., those in up
and no, and those ln et and art. Those in

not and nanigit constitt cthe sixtb pair. But
the vovol in net pairs inuch betr with tbat
in art, leaving thoe ini at and inanglt un-
matod as tlxoy shud be. Se excelent is
Pewel's division that 'vo prefer te lot hlm
spoak for hinisoîf:

*The vowel solîîds fouud imest widely aîunoug
lintu lazîguaes artîhufive uciiigiti thieso Eiiô
lieu word.': far, Ilhey, ?pique, note, imite.

.Eacli of tiiese soluis je re Ireseîited in Ettg-
lieui by two or mote iotîs or coîubiunations of letrs.
Ofit in Eîtgiish, etil mlore ahi in Froeeh,asud ustuaiy
ini Gormai and Itlian. theose soumis ar relire.
5euled by the vowel letrs by whlîi tiy ar ritii
in the words above givui, îîauîeiy:

a e i o ul
far, they, pique, note, mbl.

"Tiey are getteraly calii icontineontal signec,
as bcbng so used in ai Europe, excelît the ]3ritishi
Isles.

"Any givu vowo-l sound(is a)t tebefounidinlie
saine latigoage lîavitîg two diferetit quantitios.
eue loitgsd eueshort. Of lteris aisea slight
difore:tce of qtîality or toue aded te that of quan-
lity. The difereuce of tone bütwveentlielong and
,%hort values of NvIlat je îteariy lte saine Sound is
f reater in Etîglisit titan iii alitost aiîy otiter

This is what makos il so dificuit te accept
paird signe fer sounde that seem perfoctiy
distinct, even te the mest igniorant amoug
tis. An igneramus can redily distinguish
between iii and cel, ell and - *e, pull and pool.
Trhis being tho case, il is a pesitiv mistake
in the iomnod te insiet tee rigidly that they
shal ho represented by paird signs. Powel
proceode:

IThe shortor seuztd correspondiîîg te the long-
e of they is lte sottîîdl o! then or head ; the short
setuzd te pique Is Ihat iu pick; the short souitd le
m-utsis tuaI iu pull. But Englisi has ito rosi short
e, except ithe 1 Yankee' prontuîciatieu of a few
words ike hoine, iciole, îwzc. Nor lias il a rosi
short sound correspouding te Iho a lu far antd
fater; tbe so-calied 'short el of flot sud îchat
aud their like is our nearest aproacebte il, and ie
itoar etnf le bear bettîg caiid sMort a.

IThe usual wvay te dîslinguish the short value
of the vowol 18 le rite a curvd mark <lte brevi
over il. 'ihese Ove signe, theti, sidbe rit iit Iis
îuauîtîer.

-à T i <
tvhat, thon, pick, [whoeo] pull.
Il shud lie distinctly remnhnord that the

sounds roprosetîted by those loIrs mnarkt with the
brev st net exactly the short sounds correspond-
iîîg te the long vowois ropreseutod by the nu-
modifiod loIrs. Tuer le iu each case a stiglit
diferonce ef lotie iu adition te the diforetico in
qluantity.

44In Etiglisli we hav a voel souud bord la an'e,
au9lit, alt, Lord sud niauy ethor words...Thon
ther is the sound o! a lu cS, mtan, aud olherwerds

...Fiualy thonis the vowoi sonnd herd ln but, sou,
ÏWoo. Il sofu calidaaueutravowelbqceause la is
ulorance 'ho orgaus of speech ar nearly in the.
indefinit puaitiou of simpl breating."

To suni up, wve hav four pairs and four net
paird, viz,, thoso la ne, all, cat, but..

-With onifasis woe repoat that fermer ad-
vocate et Orthegrafic: Revision--

i. Had bad alphabets.
2. Began aI the rong end.
3. Weit tee fat.



SPELING SCOOLS.

The foloing lines, after "lHiawatha," ar
-fromn the Richmond Indepenident. They
apearcl a few years ago wvheu ther was such
a rage for speling contests:

Rav yu lierd tho iniglity spelers,
Speora17 froua1 tito diCtanulary,

Spolers frein the niew edlition
0f the uiiabridged pictorial;

Froni the pages of old "- Vonster,'
Frona tlih'nxocri higbi acool speler,

Froui ail books thatdcal ini languiago,
Froin ail tocitical conclusion,

.Co ail absolutocoufusions?

la" yu liera thcua spod togetlier ?
Spo i in ranks liko flghviing soldiers,

Doctors side by side Nvitlîproacxers,
Puipils aide by aide with teachers?

HaV yu scen the uaighty umpiro,
'%Vith bhis opon1 dictionaris,

'\Vitlî bis glases ou bis optlcs,
Andbjs cars oreet for crors ?

H-asv yu accu the braveones falling,
By the fanît of the xuiscalliiug,

lierd theni caîl tIns word" inition~
As they wud proluu abacisin2'

.Hav yîî soe the ranks of heros,
Not to cail theni niobl martyrs,

Staindiug up and spcling "fuchsia,'
And "I p)eacuainha,"'

An 1Il "c3rbra-moeningttis"
1Assafutida"I and Ilsylphid,'1

"Yougiioglienv'" and Il nntaur,"
AnIalmnat o! other vuzlera?

lav yu seen the buruing bluahes
On the cheeks o! vanquishit spelers?

flav yu noticcd huow the ladies
Hlato to lnok tords tise telorsV

O, the shaine of druping Il 'a" Ilut
And tho grief of >niting ..e'a" Ilu,

WhVlesi the thing la Just as easy
As cougbiing is or sneeziug!

O, tisered-hot indignation
0f defeat, 6n near to ginry!

0, thse blasted Euglish sjpeling,
WVith its always chaugsug stury;

O, the prizes that %vo don't get
Wheui we cnd hiav speld cacb word

tExcepl the one wve dîduot spdl)
0f ail tisat we lsad hard 1

-The Phrenologi cal _Yurlial giva the folo-
ing Lesu tin Pronunciation and advises -is
readers to look up the words in a dictionary,
fix right the sounda and accents, and rite
them on tht blackboard. How many of our
readers cao get thru them without triping?
'We wager flot ont. Cati yu, gentl reader?

Usually, zoology, yolk, virago, interesting;
turbin--, tour, trow, tiara, thyme, telegrapby,
tassel, suit, strata, sont, sonnet, soiree. sal-
mon. romance, robust, reparîne. radish,
raspberry, route, rapine, pristine, pianist,
prairie, polonaise. plateau, piano-forte,
ýorang-outang, Orion. orchestra, naivette,
nausea, mogul, libertine, leisure, jaguar,
,genuine, heinous, height, girafie, ghoul, en-
-core, European, ducat, diababille, Marmora,
Mount Ceuis, Milan, Moscow. Port Said,
Ivry, Ponipeii, Messina, Cairo, Bomibay,
TIorquay.

MODERN LANGUAG1E-STUDY.

The formation of a Modern Language
Association for Ontario took place in Toronto
on 29th and 30th Dec. It receivd greeting
from its eider sister U. S. Association, then
in session in 13altimore. We cud hav %vîsht
for les of a pedagogic toue and fiavor tliat
pervaded the Toronto meeting. Mà,uch im-
provement ini teaching Modern Languages
has ocurd within our day. Ther is ronm
for very great further improvernent.. Hiti-
erto tbey hav been taut too inuch from books
wvhile the living voice bas been comparativly
suprest. We believ future advanceis Iikely

i to be along the lines denoted by the theses
belo-ali of whiich wver discust and nîost of
wvhich wvas agreeci to by the quinquennial
Northern Filologîc Congres, %vhich met at
Stockholm last Sumer, and which may be
stated briefly as , Elementary training in
Speech Sounds. 2 In the begining, ex-Iclusiv use of a notation giviug acurat pro-
nunciation. .3, Use of easy, coîiecied texts
and dîalogs. 4. Gramar studid inductiviy.
5. Reduction of Translations to a mini-
mumi.

-Rev. James H. Ridder rites from Owego,
N. Y., that wve hav a vowel wvhich is neither
e.(as In cil> nor ii (as in up.) The exampîs
givu ar »zercy, rnirth, bird, clerk, her, Hzer,

Icur, Burr, hurt, ciergy. We notice that
evry one of these words has either a final
r or els is folod by r and imed iatly by a con-
sonant. No one claims to hear this sor-calld
shade eound when the r is folod imediatly
by a vowel as in, merry, heresy, clerical. We
believ that those wvho hold this view drop
their rs, an.d, as is customary with' such
speakers, Prolong the vowel just Preceding the
dropi r, and that this prolongation or increas
of quantity constitutes the diference they
hear. That ther is such a d:fèrence wve
canot deny as Mr. K. and others like himi ar
ton acute to be thus mistaken in a matr of
fact. \%Ve offer then the theoretic explana-
tion that the diference is a prolongation of
the vowel, and a droping of the r, with no
diference in the qualiiy of the vowel. We
ar of cours aware that in this clas of words
ont spe.aker %vil giv the vowel in up while
another wil giv that in eil, but wve do flot
clearly hear a vowel which isueither one nor
thie other but a third vowel.

- The late William Barns, thç "'Dorset-
shir poet," used to tel of a liti bc-y whom, le
found one day in a vilage scool, and who had
ritn the word IlPsalni" ini his copy book anzd
then accidentaly blotted out the initial Ilp "
with bis sleev. His liti sister atbis sîdewas
iu tears at the disaster, but the natural-born
speling-reformer defiantly exclaimd: 'l What
if I did scrope of en out ? He didn't spel.
nauglit, and what was tht good of en ? "



A MERICAN PRONUNVCL4TION.
A very et-oneus iîripresion prevails gene-

raly in titis coutntry [Britain] as to the
manier in which English is spoken in United
States. This bas arisen in some degree from
the circumstance that travelers hav dwelti
upon and exligerated such peculiaritis of
lanýuage as hav co-ne under observation in
varius parts of the Union, but also ia great
mesure fromn the fact that lu English novels
and dramas ln which an American figures-
no muatir whether the caracter depicted be
represented as a mian of good social posi-
tion and, presumably, fair education, or flot
-he is made to expres himself mn a dialect
hapily combining the peculiaritis of speech
of evry section of cuntry from Maine to
T.~exas. With the exception of the late Mr.
Anthony Trolop's Anier/eaiz Senator, I canot
recail to mmnd a singl wvork of fiction lu
which this is not the case. Take, for in-
stance, those portions of Marin Chitzz/ew/t,
the senes of wvhich ar laid in the United
States; Richard Fairfleld, in Bulwver's Afy
Novcl ; the Colonel, in Sever's Oune of Theni;
Flillalove, in Chaàs. Read 's Ver>' Yard Cas/h;
the yunger Fenton in Yates' R/ak Slîeep; or
the American traveler, iu Muigby, qunction-
la èach and evry instance the result is to
convey a most eroneus idea as to the manier
la which our conion tung is ordinarily spok--
en inaU. S.

It is the same on the stage. Tue dialect
in wvhich Americans ar usualy made to ex-
pres themselvs in English Dramas is as in-
correct and absurd as wvas the language put
ln the rnouths of their Irish caracters by the
playrights of the i8th century.

As a mnatir of fact, the speech of educated
Americans difers but litI froni that of the
same clas la Great Britain ; -whilst, as regards
the great bulk cf peopl lu U. S. ther can be
no question but that they speak purer and
more idiomatic English than do the masses
here [la Britaîn.] Ia evry State of the
Union the language of the inhabitants can
be understood without the slightest dificulty.
This is more than can be said of the dialects
of the pesantry la varlus parts of England,
these being in mnany instances uninteligibl
to a stranger. Agala, the fiuency of ]an-
guage posest by Americans, even in the
umbler ranks of life, forms a markt contrast
to the poverty of speech of the came clas la
this cutitry-. where, as an emînent filologist
bas declared, a ver>' considerabl proportion
of the. agricultural population habitualy
mnale use of a vocabulary not exceeding 300
iwords.-Chiaiibers' Yurnal.

FRANCE bas a S. R. A. formd; Tresurer,
M. Coudat, 30 rue de Grenelle, Paris. Like
the rest of those devoted to a Simplification
of Speling it wil move on. three lines as
we do, viz., ist. Sientific Study of Speech

k-s :
Aberraiffon,
Acquiesce,
.Itîlzet,,et,

Balance,
Biallast,
Bieliieeeit,
Bienjamin,
cer en,
correlacin,
Coralline.
i>eiamatien,
i)eiegatio.i,

Fricooece, Paluce,
(latge, Paaitia.

}tyaeins il. Psliinî,

Iriteible, t
L.atice. lietîbenl,
1.eittue, seize,
.Iititia, Siege,
A-Monioe, '.'rn,
Oi,îni1scieiît, N aeIîetlon,

'Vacciiiation.

-- Ther ar les than twventy monosylabîs ln
our language, and about 400 words of two
or more sylabîs, sorne of theta of freýquent
ocurence, that contain a short vowel and yet
end la a final silent c-.he siga of a long
vowel. WVho wvud bc injurd if the final le
wver dropt and these wvords wver thus redust
tu order ? The monosylabis ar "lhave, art,
bade (did bld), sparse, twveIve, were, give,
live, niche, serve, nerve, terse, verse, gone,
shone. solve. bronze." The disylahîs. etc.,
ar such wvords as "lactive, motive," about400
ending in ive, and a few witb other termina-
tions, as "ldoctrine, hypocrite, opposite," etc.
Let these words be printed /iav, ar, g/y, liv,
ad/yv, docijî, oposit. etc., as a small instal-
ment tords a true orthografy, and readers
wvil ask for another instalment.-Pinan.

-The word no might be speld -,n the
foloing twventy way 3, acording to the exampls
giva belo:

Oh.? oîe', liaîteui',batitboy, ccii', foflk, iinoulcl, ÛoB!Jli,
nôt, noo. noe. nock, -noa, nos,
depôt, broocit, foc, Çoc/zburn, coat, Grosvenor,
now, naoh, nwo, neo, neau, nog.
knowv, *Pharaoh. sivord, yeoman, beau, oglo.

(îvhole-/y) and yet retain it la sole/y, a Nvor .d
similarly formd ?

bl

Sounds; 2d. Aplication of a part of the
resuits so obtaind for scool purposes; 3 d A
very slight amelioration of currcnt ortho-
grafy, or so fast only as it wil be accepted.
These lines may be calld the Sientific,
Educational and Popular lines. The folo-
ing Five Rules ar alredy promnulgated as a
first instalment for popular use in France:-

i' Supprimer Uit muette: oncur, téître.
20 Ecriref pour ph: fi/ozofe, féiiix.
30 Pecrire i pour y, emplo3 é pour ut, seuli:

analize oxijeéBe.
4' Dans le corps des mots, remplacer c,

c doux et t doux par s ou ss, g doux parj,.
s doux par z: ,nasson, acsion, veianse, inalzou.

50 Remplacer x par s comme marque du
pluriel: chevaus, bestiaits.

STUMIBLriNG BLOKS.

The foloing List of u~ordsw~as Ilgiven out'
to the aplicants for admnision into the Nev
York City Normal Scool, and altho aparently
flot dificult, they proved veîé Mi stumbling


