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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE LOWER PROVINCES.

JUNIE, 1866.

A PLEA FOR THE POOR.

That the strong should help the weak is
oue of the plainest doctrines o f the Bible—
is one of the noblest principles of Christian-
ity. Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so
fulfil the law of Christ—that Golden Raule
which commands us to love our neighbour
as we love ourselves, and to do to others as
we wouald have them do to us. We must
share with others the gifis which God places
in our hands. Selfishness is wicked, and
every one who loves Christ should beware
of it as a most deceitful, insinuating and
dangerous foe. It is the very opposite of
that outflowing, hearty, ready love which
leads to self-sacrifice and which was so
wondrously manifested in the Lifo of our
blessed T.ord.

Poor churches have claims on rich
churches.  This was readily admitted in
apostolic times, and the principle found ex-
pression in action. We do pot refer mainly
to money matters. ‘There are other claims
not less important to which we ask the seri-
ous attention of our readers. Many congre-
gations are Tich in possessing excellent pas-
tors who preach able and refreshing dis-
courses cvery Lord’s Day and eometimes
twics or oftener during the week. The
poople are fed with the finest of wheat, and
have every facility for growth in knowledge
of spiritual things. Besides good ministers
these congregations have intelligent and
cultivated men as Elders—men who can
hold prayer mestings and teach Sabbath
Schools and visit the sick. Tvery congre-
gation thus favoyred i¢ rich in the best
sensy of the word.

To such we say—Remember the wesk,
the poor! Think as you enjoy your two
sermons each Lord’s Day, of the thousands
who enjoy none at all and are perishing for
lack of knowledge. Think of those small
clusters of truc hearted Presbyterians scatter-
ed far and widen lonely places where year
after year the Minister’s face is never seen,
and his welcome voice never heard.  There
are places within our o vn knowledge where
Presbyterians who are .oyally attached to
their church, have to pass four or five years
without ever hearing & sermon—without
ever attending a social Prayer Meeting.—
Children growing up iu regions such as
these can scarcely be expected to follow the
footsteps of their fathers.  Not only are they
lost to the Presbyterian Church—they are
lost to the faith and the morals of the Gos-
pel.

But what is to be done? How aro our
dear brethren to be assisted in their desola-
tion? Tell us the way, and we are ready !
God grant that it may besof Well: there
is one way which has been tried with mach
success in England, Scotland and Ireland,
and which scems suited to ourciscurstances:
Allow your minister to give 6 share of his labor
to those districts whick are so utterly neglected.
Be willing to lose & sermon now and again
that others may hear the glad tidings. Let
your Elders or other competent men lead
your public devotions, while your miuister
is seeking ont the lost sheep who wander by
our shores and in our forests, This woald
be a serions sacrifice ;. bt the religion of
Christ i8 8 rcligion of sacrifice, and you
should not shrink fom your share.
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Would it no. be wise and proper for our
ministers, thic pastors of scttled congre-
gations, men of talent and experience,
to go, two and two, through some of our
neglected districts preaching the Gospel
and arousing the people to a sense of the
importance of their cternal interests 72—
Visits such as these would be remembered
with delight for years. It is impossible to
calculate the goo?l results that mizht flow
from them. A step of this sort was adopt-
ed twice in recent years with regard to Cape
Breton. Portions of country witlin the
bounds of the Yreshytery of Halifux are not
less necessitous.  But we belicve above all,
New Brunswick will requive two or motre
delegations, to visit weak and scattered sta-
tions and to pass with no hurried steps
through the Jand. The rich and well orga-
nized churehes in apostelic times did not
retain the continuous services of the Apos-
tles. And so among ourselves ; our minis-
ters of apostolic piety, ferver and loveshould
be allowed o spend some weeks every sea.
son in evangelistic tours.  Who can tell the
.good effected in Scotland, for example, by
sthe ¢ Apostle of the North!”’

Now we appeal to you,rich congrecgations,
-vich in posscssion of Gospel Ordinauces, to
share with your less favoured brethren.  As
you cherish the assembling of yourselves
together on the Lord’s Day—as you love to
unite in pragyer and praise—as you prize the
Word of God and the holy Sacraments,and
the ministrations of him who is over you in
the Lord—as you honour Christ and desire
- the salvation of immorial souls—be realy,be
. willing to give of your abundance to rhose
that lack, to spare the luxyry of a few ser-
mons that those may hear who are going
down to the pit because there is no one to
show them the way to Heaven,

Tvangelistic labour is never uscless, never
wasted although fruitis notalways manifest.
Nothing <an be more refreshing to 8 minis-.
ter than to go among those who seldom
hear the Gospel and tell them of the Sa,
viour. They listen with earnest attention.
They are eager to be instracted ; and the

. preacher can tell the story of the cross with
« 2 fluency and a fervour soldom enjoyed even |

, ju his own pulpit. His soul is yofreshed

while he is refreshing others, and his sense
of the preciousness of the Gospel is greatiy
deepened.  If you part with your minister
thus for a fuw weehs for the benefit of
others, he will return to you with a double

Dblessing, refreshed in soul if not invigorated

in bedy.

When we speak of your sparing your
minister a few weeks, it must be understood
that your meetings for public worship are to
be upheld by yourselves. Every one can
help ecither by taking part in the proceed-
ings, or by Joyally attending ii. his place
just as if the minister were in the pulpit.—
A minister cannot with any degree of com-
fort leave home unless he knows that every-
thing is done deeently and in order during
his absence.

The most encouraging feature in the pre-
sent aspect of our church is the graduat
strengthening and growth of weak congre-
gations. At least one third of our present
charges were rcceiving aid from other sources
wishin the last fifteen years. It is hoped
that two or three will rise every year into
the category of self-sustaining congregations,
and thus leave room for new names on the
weak list. The aid we give, whether by
sparing our money or our ministers, is not
flung uselessly away. It is like good sced
sown in good soil, sure to spring up and, by
the blessing of Heaven, to produce & rich
harvest,

Agun we say, Remember the weak and
the poor. Todo good and to communicate
forget not, for with such sacrifices God is
well pleased.  You have not much to spare,
perhaps : well, 1o what youcan. Remem-
ber the weak and the posr members of
Christ’s body when yov pray; remember
them kindly when.. . king your thank-offer-
ings to the Giver of all good; and do not
forget them when you are finally parting
with your earthly substance. At the last
day Christ will say to you who have fed the
spiritnally hungry and clad the spiritually
naked,—Inasmuch as yc have done it to
the Jeast of these ye have done it unto me!
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STATE OF RELIGION.

No session of the Synod of 1865 was
more uscful or impressive than that which
was devoted to heating reports of the state
of Religion tlrongliont the bounds of the
church.  An evening will andoubtedly be
devoted to the sume object duging the ap-
proaching mecting in St. John. It would
be well fur ministers to think before they
leave home of what they are able throrgh
the grace of God to report.  Iow many of
our congregations have been refreshed witn
special revivals of religion? What addi-
tions have been made to the churches !
What symptoms of lifc and devotion are
apparent— what grounds of thankfulness
for the past and of hope for the future?
Ivis equally proper to indicate the places
where spiritual deadness obtains, where
there has been little or no progress, where
the people are “ neithier cold nor hot,” or
like the accursed fig-tree wearing the leaves
of promise, lacking the fruits of grace.

<Pt
REVIVAL OF RELIGION,

The evangelical churches of the United
States hiave been widely blessed with a re-
vival of religion, 2 most refreshing shower
of spiritual influence. Many thousands
have been added to the church.  The stu-
dents of most of the churches bave meni-
fested deep interest in the salvation of their
own souls and the souls of others. We
read of some congregations which received
an addition of two hundred converts. There
has been no movement so wide-spread and
s0 general since 1857. North and South,
East and West, rural diswicts and city
churches are all partakers of the benefit.

We rejoice with our neighbors, and
praise God that Ho is visiting them in
mercy.  The churches of the United States
have been severely tried within the last few
years. The sound of war often drowned
the still small voice of the gospel. Minis-
ters of religion not seldom forgot their vo-
cation in the whirl of political agitation.
The “onething needful ”” did not reccive
that prominence which is ever its due. It
is 2 most blessed dispensation of God's
grace to visit Hig heritage now that it

re
v

weary, to heal the ravage of war, and
causc His people to rtejoice in wituessing
the triumphs of the King of kings.

While we are thankful for the mercy of
our Lord vouchsafed to other churches, let
us carnestly plead on behalf of our own
church that the SeiRIT may accompany
the word as preached by our ministers, and
that saints may be revived and editied and
siuners converted. God has not torgotten
us. We lave much to be thankful for,.—
We learn of numerous hopeful additions to
several of our congregations. Still there
is not a general movement towards the
Lord, and ministers and others have to cry,
“My leanncss, my leanness!”

‘Thousands of sermons will be preached
this summer to hurdreds and thousands
of hearers. God alone can make the word
profitable. O that ministers and people
would plead earnestly for a time of refresh-
ing from the presence of the Lord!

“ () with thy tender mercies Lord,

Us early satisfy;
So we rejoice shall all our days,
And still be glad in thee,
Accarding as the days have been
Wherein we grief have had,
Aud years wherein we ill have scen
So do thou make us glad.”

e =
GHURGH LOVALTY.

Do we all feel a sufficiently keen in-
terest in our own church?  This is a ques-
tion that deserves to be considered espe-
cially at this scason of the year, before we
meet in Synod and pass in review our
twelve months’ work and progress.

1. The congregation with which each
is connceted should be to him uearer and
dearer than any other. A “family” feel-
ing is lawful and becoming between those
who sec each others faces every Lord’s
day, who unite in singing God’s praiscs,
in cclebrating His goodaess and imploring
His mercy. Nothing is more beautiful
than the sight of a congregation oue in
heart and: mind, deeply attached to their
minister, to their elders and to one another,
ready to‘help the weak and poor, willing
to overlook faults, to forgive offences,
willing to spend and be spent in the good
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ezuse of tho common Master. Thank Godt
many of our congregations are models of
peace and love and energetic well-doing.—
Still there is room for improvement even
with the best; and there is urzent need of
improvement on the part of the majority.

2. Butthe duty of congregations does
not end with themselves. Every congre-
gation owes something to every other. No
church, no congregation, liveth for itself.
Any attempt to do so, ends in disaster. if
not in moral death. The IresnyrTERY
is over usin the Lord. Ivery minister,
elder and member owes allegiance to the
Preshytery as surely as he does to the indi-
vidual congregation with which he is con-
nected. We fear that this principle, theo-
retically acknowledged, is not practieslly
felt in all its vast importance.

Our Preshytery meetings are not watched
with that general interest which they de-
serve. They are regarded as mere business
conferences, stiff, cold and formasl, and the
popular element is awanting. Or, still
worse, they are looked upon in some quar-
ters as the arena where ““ cases ”’ of a disa-
greeable character occupy most of the time.
Presbyterianism does not get fair play till
our Presbytery mectings become of such a
character as to attract the kindly and intel-
ligent interest of all the congregations
within the bounds—till people as well as
ministers and elders feel that there is some-
thing which concerns them. In the ““ good
time coming *’ Presbyteries will be compact,
will meet often and regularly, will have
ample time for preaching and prayer.—
Tvery minister within the bounds will be
able and willing to be punctual in atten-
dance, and the places of the representative
clders will not be vacant. The congrega_
tions will know when and where the meet-
ings are to be held. They will cheerfully
pay the expenses of their ministers and
clders in attending meetings of Presbytery,
and they will be eager to have those meet.
ings among themselves. Nothing will be
more refreshing, more welcome to a congre-
gation than a Presbyterial Visitation.—
Congregations will be intimately acquainted
wifh each other, and will be ready to ex-
tendl & belping hand wherever there is nced.

Thoe advice and the decisions of Presbytery
will be regarded as deserving of the highest
deferenca and respeet.

3. But there is a court beyond the
Presbytery to which we owe alleginnce—
the Syxob. As sessions and congrega-
tions are respounsible to the Presbytery so
the Presbytery i3 respounsible to the Synod.
In our church this is the Supreme Court
from whose decisions there is no earthly
appeal. It meets but once a year, and
continnes its session seven or eight days.
Everything dono in cvery Presbytery is
here passed under review ; and whatever
has not been done ¢“ decently and in order”
is noted, and if possible, rectified. It is
the Synod that concerts and controls our
missionary operations at home and abroad,
that has charge of our college, that decides
any cases which the Presbyteries may send
up for review. The prosperity of the
church depends very largely on the action
taken from yoar to year by the Synod.—
There is not a congroegation so wealthy ur
80 poor, so dependentor so self-contained,
13 not to be affected more or less by what
the Synod does or refrains from doing.

Bvery member of the church should
therefore be perfectly familiar with the
proceedings of the Synod. It is our repre-
seatative assembly, our parliament, dealing
with interests of far greater importance
than any that relate merely to this life.
As Presbyterians we rejoice in the fact that
our church order is founded in God’s word,
—that our courts—our Presbyteries and
Synods are open to all who choose to at-
tend upon their doliberations aud discus-
8ions,—that all ministers and elders, the
representatives of the poorest as well as of
the wealthiest churches stand there on a
footing of cquality.

In view of the meeting of Synod in St.
John during the present month, we need
scarcely urge on our readers the great call
for preparation and prayer. Interests of
transcendent importance have to be dealt
with. The grand objecs of the meeting is
the advancement of the Redeemer's king-
dom. Yo this eur operasions a3 congregs-
tions, P’resbyteries and Synods must tend,

or else they miss their proper objecs. The
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Syyop will meet in the name of Christ
and act under His authority. How impor-
tant then that His Spirit should inspire
every heart and coutrol every tongue!—
Prove your loyalty to Christ and is
vhurch by pleading carnestly »or the Di-
vine guidance and blessing ou our Suprcine
Court about to assemble.

et B e

THE SABBATH ALWAYS RELIGIOUS IN ITS
ONMARAGTER AND DEVOIED TO THE
SERVIGE OF GOO.

Br. Rev. G. Partersox.

Dr. Norman McLeod in his celebrated
three hours spzech against the fourth com-
maadment, among other cruditivs, advanced
the npotion, that the Sabbath under the
Jewish dispensation was not a day of wor-
ship or at all events not a day of public
worship.  We regret to see the same view
advanced nearer home. The Rev. James
Bennet, of St. John has Iately preached on
the subject, and his views have been pub-
lished in the Colonisl Presbyterian, as we
understand him, to the following cffect,
that the Sabbath under the Old Testament
was merely a day of rest, and that our
Lord has added to it under the New, the
character of & day of worship, and that
from the foundation of the latter dispensa-
tion, the Sabbath is to continuc to the end
of the world with its two-fold character as
a day of rest and a day of worship. We
by no means confound Mr. Bennett’s view
with that of Dr. McLecod, that the fourth
commandment has been abrogated, nor do
we regard him as denying the permanent
obligation of the Sabbath, or as intention-
ally dsing anything that would diminish its
sacredness in the minds of his hearers or
readers.  But in all faithfulness and affec-
tion to Mr. Bennett, who if the contem-
plated union with the Synord of New Bruns-
wick take place, will be one of ourselves,
we must say that not only is the view
which he has promulgated, at varisnce
with the Confession of Faith, but we re-
gard it as entirely contrary to the word of
God; and as friends of the Sabbath, we
must protest against’ it as touching the
very foundation of the Instituticn.

The teaching of our Confession of Faith
is as follows:—‘ Ag it is of the law of
nature, that s duc proportion of time le
set apart for the worship of God, so in his
word, by a positive moral and perpetual
commandment binding men {n all ages, he
hath particularly appointed onc day in
seven for o Sabbath to be kept holy unto Iiin,
which from the beginning of the world to
the resurrcetion of Christ was the last day
of the week ; and from the resurrection of
Christ was changed into the first day of the
week, which in scripture is called the Lord’s
day, and is to he continued to the end of
the world, as the Christian Sabbath.

“This Sabbath is then Lkept koly unto the
Lord, when men after 2 due preparing of
their hearts, and ordering of their common
affairs before hand, do not only observe an
holy rest all the day from their own works,
words and thoughts about their worldly
employments and recreation, but also are to
give up the whole time in the pubdlic and pri-
vate exsrcises of his worship and in the
duties of necessity and mercy.”

No man can mistake these words and we
cannot sec how any person can honestly
assent to that book, and yet deny that the
sabbath was under all dispensations set
apart to the worship of the Creator. That
this is the teaching of the scripture we now
proceed to show by various proofs.

In the first place this is manifest from
the words of institution. Gen. ii. x. 3,—
“ God blessed the seventh day and sancti-
fied it; because that in it he had rested
from all his work which God created o:1.d
made.” We do not nced to spend time
in explaining the meaning of the word
“sanctify.” The original word is univer-
sally employed to denote the setting apart
to & religious use. Even the cnemies of
the Sabbath admit that this is it~ meaning.
They have hence endeavored to show that
the words were spoken in anticipation of
what was afterwards done, when the fourth
commandment was given ; but they have
never attempted to deny, that the words
implied the appointment of the seventh
day as a day of religious service. Mere
abstinence from labor could never be held
as coming up to this idea.
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This is strengthened by the fact, that this
appointment was made when man was ina
stato of innocence,—when he needed not
the rest which man reauires in his present
toilworn condition. Irom his cvery day
occupation, simple and untiring, he coull
abstain, but not because his body craved
rvelicf from harrassing toils. His rest must
have been the mental activity of love and
adoration, which is the truce repose of holy
souls. Iis naturc as holy and the require-
monts of God, could never have been satis-
fied wi*h mere idleness on that day, but
must have made it an interval of more in-
tense devotion.

Sccondly.—The few hints we have of
patriarchal times show worship at a time
which could only have been the weekly
Sabbath. ‘‘In process of time” it is said
that Cain and Abel brought their offerings
vato the Lord. The fact that they came
together and that for worship, shows that
there was some recognized time for that
purpose, otherwise we cannot conceive how
Cain and Abel could have been brought
together for this object. We can casily
uaderstand how he should have been in-
fluenced by custom to engage in these ser-
vices on the appointed day of rest and
worship, but can we conceive of him leaving
his farm on working days to cngage in
religious worship. But we are not left to
draw this conclusion from mere inference.
The words translated *‘process of time”
literally means “end of days,”” and unques-
tiouably means an appointed season. We
believe that the words like the expression
“infant of day,” means a time returning
at short intervals not nambered by wecks
or months, but by days. Morcover the
sabbath is really “the end of days,” the
last of the septenary course, that on which
God ended his weck of creation. Without
pressing these points however, we content
oarselves with the fact, that the words
denote some fixed period, and when we
remember that the historian had just men-
tioned the cansceration of the seventh day
to holy use, what other supposition can we
entertain than that this was the stated
period referred to. It is remarked by
Bishop Patrick that the Hebrew word

translated “ brought > never refers to do-
mestic or private sacrifices, but to such as
afterward were offered at the door of the
tabernacle. )

Among the later patriarchs we find insti
tutions of worship. Not only Noah, Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob, but others outside
the Abrahamic covenant as Melchizedek,
Job and Jethro had their altars and their
sacrifices, We admit that it is not express-
ly mentioned that the sabbath was the time
for these religious services. But with the
revelation which they had of God's will
that six days weve given to labor, but that
the seventlh was consecrated to him, is it to
bo belived that they took a portion of these
six days for worship and spent the sabbath
in idleness, This however may be con-
sidered only an inference, but we deem it a
valid one. We however remark—

Thirdly,—That the words of tho fourth
commandment require the day to be oh-
gerved as a day of worship. This wo have
already scen to have been implied in words
of institution which form the sanction of
this conmandment. “ The Lord blessed
the Sabbath day and hallowed it,” or sanc-
tified it, the word in the original being the
same. But moreover the terms of the
commandment are, “remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy.” Will it be maintained
that it was keeping tho day holy to be idle.
Our Shorter Catechism appropriately con-
demns ¢ the profaning the day by idleness,”
but it is certainly a strange view of the
character of God and the nature of the
services which he requires, to suppose that
for 1500 years, or if we date from the
creation for 4000 ycars, abstinence from
labour was all that he required in order to
keep holy that day which he had sct apart
for himself.

Rest from labor is indeed required, but
it is on. 7 as a means to an end. Though
necessar’ y pr~.ninent it is only an incident.
Theeor | _dmentis a part of that por-
tion of the moral law, which respects our
duty to God, and can only be fulfilled by
such worship of him as is suited to his
nature and is in accordance with his ap-
pointment. On this point we may quote
the language of a scholarly Jew, as showing
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intelligent  students of their law wonld
regard the covenant :

“'This day was specially consecrated to
devout occupation with holy thoughts. 1In
carlier periods the people visited the pro-
phets to listen to their insm}vtions and
exhortations. Tt was a day of holy assem-
hly; the religious service was, especially in
later tiines, most solemn, and in the syna-
wogues the law was read to the congrega-
tion.  Bven light, thoughtless, every day
conversation were avoided on the Sabbath.
It was intended to induce the Israclite to
reflect on the state of his soul and on the
nature of his conduct, and thus to be a day
of sclf-exmmination, of true repentance
aud internal reformation.  For the sabhath
is holy and the rest of the sabbath is a
sanctification ; it shall fill the pious man
with a part of the holiness of the Creator,
and therefore the sabbath is significantly
connected with the number seven which
represents holiness and divine perfection,
The more incomprehensible is the opinion
of those, who place the whole weight of
the sabbath in the mere negative element of
refraining from labouy, without allowing
that that great iustitution implies another
positive element, which constitutes its real
and more internal character.  IFreedom
from «ll oceupation, both physical and men-
tal and moral is indolence and thoughtless-
ness and apathy which cannot possibly and
on any account produce that sanctitication,
which is the ultevior aim of all human
aspirations.  The rest of God is our pro-
totype; but God watches and rules (it
might be added carries on his redeeming
work) and is a perfect spirit at all times.
To approach him is therefore the end of
the sabbath ; mental and moral indifference
would remove us from him, and the sab-
bath, instead of being the greatest blessing
of mankind would be the greatest curse.

Fourthly.—The regulations of the Le-
vitieal code and the usages of the Jewish
people show that the sabbath was a day of
worship.  Mr. Bennett admits that there
was public worship at the tabernacle or
temple, but supposes thit there could be
none in any other part of the land. 1ltis
truc that in ordinary cases their sacrifices

could be offered only at the tabernacle, but
a close examination of the Old Testament
would have shown not only the command
for solemn religious assemblies, but ample
provision made for their maintenance
throughout the land. In Lev. xxiii. 3, we
have the command, ¢ Six days shall work
be done, but the seventh day is the sabbath
of rest, A Hory Coxvocartion.” Un~
doubtedly this was the origin of the syna-
gogue worship. Some writers indeed have
supposed that this institation originated at
the time of the Babylonish captivity But
pot only is there no evidence of this, but it
is opposed to the facts of the casc.

Fov the worship thus appointed ample
provision was made by the separation of
the whole tribe of Levi. It has been sup-
posed that their whole work was the dis-
charge of priestly functions. But it is
casy to show the contrary. Only a small
number of those were priests, and a small
number would be sufficient for all the
priestly work of the sanctuary, more espe-
cinlly as they had the Nethinims as ser-
vanes to do all the laborious work. And if
their work was solely the priestly dutiee at
the sanciuary, how came it that they were
settled in all parts of the land and cities
assigned them in every tribe? Was it that
the greater portion of oue tribe was to be
kept in idlencss at the expense of the
others? On the contrary, it is expressly
asserted, that their office was that of teach-
ing the people. See Deut. xxxiii. 10;
Lev. x. 11; Mal. ii. 5-7; 2 Chron. xvii. 8
9. Ilence when in later times we have the
svnagogue worship more particularly de-
seribed, we find the reading and expound-
ing the law prominent among its obser-
vances,

We may add that in the subsequent his-
tory there are indication of the synagogue
worship. The language of the Shunamite
2 Kings iv. 23, * Wherefore wilt thou go
to him (Elijah) it is neither new moon nor
sabbath,” shows that it was then the prac-
tice to vesort to the prophets for religious
instruction on the Sabbath. In Psalm
Ixxiv., beside the destruction of the temple
it is said,—*They have burned up all the
synagogues of God in the land,” & passage
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which after all the attempts to explain it
away can we belicve only be understood, as
teaching the existence of these places of
meeting throughout the land.

There are several other considerations
connccted with the Old Testament scrip-
tures from which we might show that the
sabbath was always & day of worship. But
we must pass on to notice

Fifthly,—That there is abundant evidence
that in the days of our Lord and his apos-
tles the sabbath was observed as a day of
religious service. The synagogue worship
was then established in every part of the
Jand. Nazareth had its synagogzue, and
cvery sabbath our Lord attended upon its
seivices. Luke iv, 16, ¢ Ile came to Naza-
reth where he had been bronght up, and as
his custom was, he went into the synagogue
on the sabbath day, and stood up for to
read.”  This was before he had set up any
of the institutions of New Testament
worship. He was made under the law and
was now fulfilling all righteousness by
observing its requirements, and in so doing
was found regularly in attendance upon
sabbath worship.

These institutions were not confined to
Judea, but were cstabtished wherever the
Jews were scattered in any numbers.—
Wherever the apostles went they found
synagogues of the Jews, to whom they
Sirst addressed the gospel message, so that
James says, (Acts xv. 21) “Moses of old
time hath in every city them that preach
him, being read in the synagogues every
sabbath day.””  The phrase “of old time,”
is in the original “from ancient genera-
tions,” and shows that it had been the
practice from time immemorial, to meet for
religious worship, in which the reading of
the scriptures formed a part of the services.

Lastly,—There is no evidence that our
Lovd changed the character of the day by
adding religious worship to rest from la.
bor. Our Lord did much to expound the
true character of the* sabbath, but his
efforts were almost if not entirely directed
to vindicating its character as a day of
merey to man. His miracles which led
to his utterances on the subject were all
acts of merey, and his teachings in com-

mon with them were designed to show
that such works wore consistent with the
character of the day, or rather formed
part of his dutics, DBut even this he did

not set forth as a change in the institution.

It was merely a correction of the Pharisiic
notions then prevalent, and in support of
it, he appeals to the Mosaic law itself.—
Bat nowhere does he say, the old law re-
quired merely rest, but to change its charac-
ter to a day of worship.

It may be thought by some that it is not
a matter of much consequence to us, whe-
ther the sabbath was observed as a day of
worship under the Old Testament or not,
But the question tonches the very foun-
dation of the sahbath, and indirectly of
the whole decalorue.  The church has
hitherto maintained, and we think it easy
to.prove on scriptural grounds, that the
ten commandments are the snm of God’s
moral law to man, and based on principles
eternally binding. The sabbath as part of
this law, we hold to be a precept founded
on the great moral obligations rising out
of maw’s relation to his Creator. But the

view we are combating makes the fourth
commandment not a law of a moral nature,
not an institution connected with oar high-
est duties to God, not even equal in dig-
nity to a part of "the ritual system deliver-
ed by Moses, but a command for physical
rest, and thus a positive precept founded
on man’s animal nature temporary and
having no moral ba.is in our duty to God.
Such a view, though the suthor means not
s0, we unhcau.nm{rl) pronounce to be
cmirely subversive of the Sabbath law.

e Tond
Sy uwtgu Wlission,

Rev. Wm. McCullagh’s Report.
Aneiteum, New Hebrides, Dec. 25, 1865.
Rev. AND DEar Sir:—

As this is Christmas day I wish you
many happy returns of it, and Tavail myself
of this opportunity to send my report by the
Kate Kearney.

To Mr. Launcelot Dawson, Agent for
Captain Burns of Sydney, we are much
indebted for many and great kindnesses.
The captains of the schooners belonging
to captain Burns in these scas, are most
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obliging men algo, and have often conveyed
woods and letters to and from the other
islands free of charge. Captain Hastings
of the Sea Gull spent nearly a forinight at
Tanua in assisting Mr. Paton when his
life was cndangered, and he 'has ealled
several times at Fate to let us know how
Mr. Morrizon was, and to leave any pa-
pers or pareels for him.  Captain Ware of
the Coyuelte in which Mr. Geddie went to
Sylaey from Aneiteum, is also very obli-
wing, amd has brought us news from
Erromanga repeatedly, and «lso removed
Aneiteumese  teachers when the Tanese
persecuted them.  Captain Townsend of
the Adolphns Yeates was also ready to do
any sarvice to benefit this wission,  Mr.
Geddie got a free passage to Svdney
when he took Lathella and his wife and
some others in 1864, The expenses then
were about £60 I heard Mr. Geddie say,
but Capsain Burns gencrously gave the
passage. I may also méntion that my
awn supplies from Sydney in March last
were brought in the Coquette free of charge
owing to the kindness of Mr. Dawson.
It is neeessary that my supplies should
come thus, in order that we may be in a
better state of preparation for the reception
of new brethren, and also to give more
space in the Day Spring which is well-filled
when leaving Sydney.

I have dwelt thus particularly on some
points requiving a little special attention,
for, though things have been said and
done by many employed in the sandal-
wood teade which are altogether unjustifi-
able, still this is no reason for condemning
the doings of all in that trade, or not
cheerfully  acknowledging kindoess aud
courtesy shown by those who are civil and
obliging and ready to benefit the mission
often at great inconveunicnce. Lo captain
Burns then and his agent Mr. L. Dawson,
and the captains who sait from this har-
bor as alrcady mentioaed, it is orly just
and courtzous to teader this public ack-
nowledgment. ¥ % # % %

What a contrast is here now. TInstead
of snow wo have great heat all day,
and not mauch modified during night.—
Last year this wmonth was rather cold,

but we arc more than salisfied with the
heat now. Since the 7th of this month,
I have scarcely known what a sound sleep
is.

HEALTH AT THIS STATION.

On the whole we have reason to bless
u gracious Providence in whom we live,
move, and have our being, for is groat
mercy to us and loving kindaess in this
respect. Until lately, T have not had more
than & days indisposition, occasionally
after a wetting or remaining out too long
after suaset. DBut my wife has suffered
severely on two or three oceasions,—first
from fever and ague, followed by inflam-
mation of the eyes, and also from severe
pains in the face and head as well as
toothache for an accompaniment. Our
infant had very severe attacks of fever and
azue, but is now much improved and looks
weil, The first death in our household
was that of a young man in February
last, his death was caused by eating a
poisonous fish, and not getting the reme.
dy promptly.

The next death in the nimaim here was
that of little Alice, whose tather taught in
Tanna till he was driven away this year.
This little girl was one of the best read-
ers for her age that we have had, and
was a decidedly good child. Like the
youth referred to she was prepared for
death, and I have no doubt is now happy
with her Saviour. There have been seve-
ral cases of illness here such as fever and
ague, and colds after wet weather. —
Young people here are not careful as at
home to change or dry their clothes, and
suffer accordingly. The most difficuls
case I had to deal with in surgery, was
that of a littic girl named Melissa, whose
hand was almost severed from the wrist
by a fish, In the course of a month,
however, she was quite well, and can now
use her hand freely. In this climate
wounds require prompt attention and care-
ful management. ‘Lhe flies are very irri-
tating in cases of sores. Next to fever
aud ague, sore feet and sore eyes are most
common. In many cases the suffering is
protracted from want of application in
time. It is not uncommon on this island
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when a native suffers from a pain in the
back, arm, or leg, for some relative or
teacher to bleed the patient by making an
incision with a picce of glass. One poor
man nearly lost his life by having an
artery severed, and when I sent the ban-
dages with directions, the patient was so
weak that he could not speak. Ina day
or two, however he recovered.

The births and deaths are nearly equal
on this side of the island. The former
amount to 20 and the latter to 24 during
the lase year.

MARRIAGES.

This sanbject requires a little space for
itself. It may surprise some_when they
know that doring the twelve months of
my residence here, I have married 74
couples. Three partics were advised to
wait a little longer, as the brides were too
small in stature, if not also too young.
The chief here had set his affections on a
young person who had been serving with
us, but even in his case we thought ir
better to wait & little for various reasons.
In this as in many cases besides, the natives
of this island act spasmodically as if in
concert. They think it strange if they be
refused any request, especially when they
come & distance of some miles, and in the
case of marriage it is still more diflicult
and delicate to refuse an application. Be-
sides, marriages take place at a much
carlier age on these islands and in warm
countries generally. It "3 scldom that a
single coupls comes forward ; they wait for
a party of four or six. The danger of
refusal might lead to the very thing that we
we wish to avoid, and indecil a teacher
said to me on refusing a party from his
land, that he feared that they would return
to nedo aupat, that is, to dark customs; or
heathen practices.  In all cases, so far as
we could ascertain, the parties married
were well known to those who recommend-
cd them, and these were generally chiefs,
or teachers, or clders who possess more
knowledge and experience in these matters
than a missionary just cntering the ficld
could be expented to have. In some islands
“visited by the Day Spring lately, there
were 20 women for one man, but here thero

arc more nales than females.  Widows are
not allowed to remsin long in that state on
this island.

SCHOOLS.

With the exception of a elass which Mr.
Copeland conducted, the schools were con-
tinued as when he left. Natives cannot
understand changes ag we do, and many of
them require a long time to learn evena
little.  For example, arithmetic is with
many here as in the time of Locke, “a
science too difficult for the mind of man.”
‘There are some, however, who can add and
multiply very well, considering their op-
portunities.  Subtraction and Division
scem to confound the most of them. though
explained to them repeatedly.  ‘There are
four schools at present not including the
Sabbath School. The school for adults
meets at 6} a. m., daily, Saturdi:y excepted.
The cxercises consist of singing, prayer,
reading the scriptures, vepeating the eote-
chism and passages from scriptare, and an
exhortation from Narvia a tried and faith-
ful teacher who is always at his post.

There is also a class at the same hour for
children. The exercises consist of singing,
prayer, reading, spelling, and cxamination
on the portion of scripture read.  The pre-
sent teacher was lately driven from Tanna,
and is a very wise steady man. leis
much liked by the chiidren.

Then at 9 o'clock on Tuesday and Thurs-
day there is a class of girls who are tanght
sewing by Mrs. McCullagh—after which
they assemble for school and I assist them
also in teaching the boys who reside in the
neighborhood, as well as all present, such
exercises as singing'  cyphering, writing,
spelling, and manual excrcises suited to
their age.  The Testamentis the text book
which all read daily, and repeat passages
from, as well as spell any words occurring
in the passage read that may require atten-
tion. We find two days at present suffi-
cient on account of the heat, but in the
course of two or threc months wo can teach
on four days.

This school which Mrs. Copeland taught
so efficiently was left in charge of a teacher
who, though posscssed of an uncommonly
good temper and quict disposition, yet was
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sadly wanting in cnergy for the snccessful
management of this school. T was obliged
therefore, to take charge of it myself in-
stead of merely visiting it occasionally like
the morning schools referred ta.

SCHOOL VISITATION.

On the 25th of September last I set out
10 visit several schools, taking with me like
Douglas, ““a chosen servant to conduct my
gteps.”  This was a teacher who had been
on Tanna with the late Mr. Johnston. I
had also two lads from the mumnim, one of
whom has since turned out u ‘ithiul, but
the other i, steady as a rock and a most
indefatigable worker.

In the course of an hour and a half I
reached head quarters, or Umgj’s, where
Mr. and Mrs. Matheson spent some time in
order to rec:uit health. Here I remained
two days and visited nine schools. When
I visited with Mr. Copeland Iaccompanied
him in a boat, but the wind was unfavor-
able on this occasion, and I prepared to go
on horscback. Besides, Mr. Copeland was
at home on the sea, while I rather resemble
the lady who said, ““ Oh, how I do love the
sea when I am on the land.”  As we pass-
ed several schools on our way, we were
saluted occasionally with the usnal term
while dogs were barking at Bobbie or me,
or at both together, and children had their
eyes regaled with a sight not very common
since Mr. Geddie’s visits. When within a
gquarter of 3 mile of the destination, Bobbie
who had been walking most of the way on
account of the rough stones, was glad of a
change for a little relief; so without any
direetion or permission from me off he gal-
loped like an Arab steed and landed me
safely at head-quarters,

When T arrived at Umij, (pronounced as
if spelled Umaitch) T reccived an ovation.
I was met by young and old—teacher and
scholar—husband and  wife—chief and de-
pendant—who gave me a hearty welcome,
and entertained me with fish, fowl, and taro
sufficient for three men for two days.

Sep. 26.—Started at 7 2. m and reached
Anikaro at 20 minutes to 9. I hadto
dismount six times on account ot suweep
hills. Bobbic helped himself by the way,
25 the grass was long and wet with dew.

Ferns were growing in great variety and
abundance and the cotton crop looked re-
markably well. Talso observed some fine
plantations of taro and sugar-cane. We
crossed a fine river twice, but in vain have
Isought and enquired for the navigable
river referred to in Mr. Gill’s “ Gems from
the Coral Islands.” At Anikaro, Kaka the
chief welcomed us, Ile is the most intelli-
gent and respected chief on this side of the
island, and his influence is felt and ack-
nowledged widely. Ile is very steady and
wise. He was married to Faizeto one of
our best maids, on the 17th of Ma_)/'. Six
of our maids have thus been taken from us
and we have to train new ones. Ispent
four hours at this school, for it was a ren-
dezvous for the children of two neighboring
schools. I was pleased to sce the neat
white school-house, and the clean, intelli-
gent appearance of the children. Out of
100, I did not observe one act improperly.
—1I heard no wunfavorable accounts of
any adults. This was owing chicfly to the
influence and cxample of Kaka. I saw his
father’s tomb so neat, and substantial, and
white as snow. I received the names of 9
adults and 8 children for baptism. T dis-
tributed several Almanacs and Hymn
books. On coming away there was a rush
of women and children to shake bands,
and I held out both hands, but gained
nothing by it, for those who got the left
hand came for the right one also. All
were very ueat, clean, and well dressed
here. I examined two more schools in the
afternoon and three on the following day,
and was well pleased with the proficiency
of the children asa wholo, though some are
not so promising as onc would expect from
their size and age. I often found the best
readers amongst the little boys and girls.
Many of the adelts can scarcely read at
at all. I resumed my visitation on the
following week and finished all in three
weeks. T took the boat on one occasion as
I could not get the horse there on account
of the rocks, and besides had packages too
heavy to carry such a distance. At every
school there were presents awaiting me. I
generally commended ‘those who were de-
serving, and tried to stir up the indolent..
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I gavo the teachers some useful and practi-
cal hints, and hope to see a great improve-

ment when I visit in April next. (D V)
STATE OF RELIGION AND MORALITY.

With few exceptions Iam glad to state
that the peuple on this side of the island
continue steady in their attachment to di-
vins ordinances, and in their walk and con-
versation manifest the influence which the
Word of God has on their hearts. Cases
arise at times reqnirinty firmness and dascis-
ion, but these must be expected where
Christianity has but recently exerted its
influence, and where there is uot strength
of principle to resist temptation. Bven in
more highly favored lands, where Gospel
light has shown for centuries there are
often departures from the faith, and dis-
plays of weakness common to our frail
nature. Still itis pleasant to sce a large
attendance at the church and sabbath schuol,
and 100 candidates coming forward cheer-
fully and meeting every Wednesday for
instruction and examinoation on the doc-
trines essential to be known and experienced
before partaking of the solemn ordinance.
Ifeel deeply interested in this class, and
prepare carcfully for it. Wedaesday is a
market-day here, and after breakfast the
demands made on us for medicine, and
various other requisites are almost unre-
mitting till dinuer hour. I find Thursday
neeessary to rest from all mental labour
after Wednesday’s services from 2 till four,
as I do also on Monday after the scrvices
of the Sabbath. This scason is particular-
Iy debilitating.

MUSIC.

I am happy tosay that the singing is
very much improved. I generally lead the
time myself. We sing Martyrdom, Orton-
ville, York, Devizes, Peterborough, Baller-
ma, Portugal, New Cambridge, and one or
two peculiar metre, in additivn to some
tunes which the natives cling to, and sing
in their own simple way. Music is a most
important part of worship, and descrves
much attention.

On & review of the past year there is
much for which we should bhe wuly grate-

ful, &5 well as not a liztle to keep ns hum- i

ble and praverful, aud depenlens on the

} Divino blessing. Wo are often reminded

that we know not what a day may bring
forth, but we are slow to learn the lesson.
We are about tv enter un another year with
its duties, its trlals, its hopes and fears.
Let our daily motto be, “ Looking unto
Jesus,”—yes, looking from eelf, and the
world, and all creature help to Him who
hath said,—‘‘Look unto me and be ye
saved all the ends of the earth—thon and
then only shall we realize the happiness of
true holiness, be girded with strength to
meet every foe, to bear every trial, and
come off at length *conquerors und more
than conquerors through llim that loved
us.””

Oh! for grace our hearts to soften,

Teach'us, Lord, at length to love;

We alas! forget too often

What a fricad we have above;

But when home our souls are brought.

We will love thee as we ought.

I remain, dear sir, yours, faithfully,
W. McCuLrracu.
Rev. J. Bayne, D. D., S. B. F'. M.

Some Statistics explanatory of mission wor.
atthe Rev. J. Geddie's station, Aneitewn,
duriny the year 1865.

Number of church members - - - 250

Candidates for church membership - 100

Average attendance st church on Sab. 400
£« «© «”

Wed. 390
«“ ¢ at Sahbath school - 80
Attendance at morning school daily,
foradults - - - - - - - - 40
Attendance of children atdo. - - - 32
“ Day school for boys and girls 40
Marriages during year ending Dec. 1 - 74
Births—11 males, 9 females - - - 20
Deaths - - « - - - - - - .+« 2
Testaments distributed - - - - - 44
Almanacs - - - - - - - - - 600
Brief sketeh of Joshna - - - - - GO0
Hymn Books - - - - - - - . 72
Genesis - - - - - - - - - - - 19
Ixodus - - - - - - - - - . 24

Letter from Rev. W. McCullagh.

The following extracts arc from a letter
dated Ancitcum 3rd January 1866:

“In my Report whichl had to finish
rather abruptly, I referred to the attendance
at church on Sabbath as averaging 400.
omitted to mention that there are two
preaching stations besides, and one of these
i8 capable of holding 400. Su that we may

consider the attendance on Sabbath at the
, three places as averaging nearly 1000. Itis
“only ona Communion Sabbath that the
i large church at this siation is filled, or on
the occasion of some chief getting marricd,
s ason the 17th of May last, which was the
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Wednesday prayer-mecting. We shall be-
«in this yearly celebrating the Lord’s Sup-
per. We expect 900 or 1000 on that day.

Inced not say that the composition of
sermons during the past year, encroach -d
considerably on my time. T found that the
scrmons  which attracted most attention
were those containing some comparison or
illastration.  The simpler that seymons can
lie made to the heathen the better. One
canuot but admire the simpliciyy <f the ser-
mons recorded in the New Testament.

In the Sabbath school, I examine the
hildren as well as the adults on the text
and the chapter from which the text is
sclected.  Those who can write and take
notes, are expected to give a short account
of the sermon with the heads or divisions of
thetext. But as the writing is large and
»lowly performed, there is not much space
left for any of the sermon after the text and
the divisions. Many of the teachers write,
and explain afterwards to their classes.

I avail myself of every opportunity to
read with the natives, partly to encourage
and stimulate the timid, and also to improve
their style as much as possible. I have
thus read the New Testament through three
times with the natives, as well as many
portions repeatedly myself. At the end of
the year, T finished my study of the words
in the New Testament. These are about
230,000. Many of course arc frequently
repeated, but it is no small source of satis-
faction to have mastered those, soas to
prepare for greater things. Iam now pre-
paring & Grammar and Lexicon in a
methodical manuner. We are not without
frait however. We have many here who
receive the trath in the love of it, and are
growing in grace. Many that were careless
have become serious and considerate, whilst
one hundred have come forward to prepare
for cunfussing Christ publicly and witess-
inz for him before the world. As I said
hefore, this station has peculiar temptations,
aud of the thrce missionaries who arrived
liere with Day Spring from Nova Scotir,
none conld have had a more difficalt post
o fill than I. Mr. Geddie allowed that
Mr. Copeland had arduous duties here after
his experience of four or five years at
Aname, how much more arduous then must
*h~se duties have heen to su eatire stranger
here !

Woman’s influence with her own sex is
vastly superior to man’s, for there is natur-
ally a timidity in females, and eSpecially in
natives which the mere presence of a man
or & missionary, increases rathey than dis
pels.  Woman is looked upon as the slave
not the companion of man in all heathen
islands, and the very presence of a mission-
ary’s wifeis a fact vhich speaks more loudly
on hehalf of the poor neglected women than
a thousand discourses, dissertations, or

denunciations. I have secn it remarked
somewhere that ‘ There is perhaps nothing
that more arrests the attention and carries the
conviction of the heathen, than the spectacle
of well ordered christian houscholds.” This
accounts in a measure for Mr. and Mrs.
Geddie’s influence in domestic matters. In
many instances the eye conveys lessons
more vividly and impressively than the ear.
Ilence the adage, ‘ Secing is believing.’

In the cvening after sunset, I assemble
all the natives in the nemnim for worship.—
I generally remind them, especially the
boys, of their work or respective duties for
the fullowing day. TUhnless thus reminded,
those who are disposed to be lazy, will plead
as an excuse that they were not told. An
opportanity is thus afforded of speaking to
once and all regarding conduct—of approv-
ing when good, and reproving when bad.

The discases to which thesc natives are
most exposed are fever and ague. Diarr-
hoea, sore eycs, sore feet, asthma, cramp,
rhecumatism in the arms and legs, and a
species of clephantiasis which is very com-
mon I understand in the Samoan island.—
During the past vear, there have been above
1000 cases attended to at this station, and,
with a few cxceptions of obstinate cases,
th: remedy prescribed had its desired effect.

As there is a farm-yard in conncction
with this station. I find exercise enough for
my practical experience in that department.
Cows, goats, and pigs thrive remarkably
well on this soil, as also turkeys and the
common domestic fowl. But sheep arc
not at home here. Rats, mice, ants, cock-
roaches are amazingly fruitful as well as
insccts too numerous and too particular, in
some cascs, to mention. Flies and mus-
quitoes are tormenting at this season. I
can now well understand the plague of flies
in Egypt.

Last year the whaling occupation proved
rather profitable here, as eleven whales wero
captured by those in Mr. Underwood’s
employment. The most unpleasant part
was the offensive odour from the putrid
carcases which were drifted to the opposite
shore and almost suffocated passers by.

I shall conclude this letter by giving a
few names out of the list of candidates, as
a specimen of Aneitiumese words—to be
contracted with such names as Johp, James,
Henry, William, David, George, and Mary,
Martha, Jane, Illen, Anna and Lucy in

English.

MarES. FEMALES.
Kausitopon. Nasauznacre.
Nipjinodaig. Ti-ianamu.
Nomoijauepeev. Taigpokanhas.
Nasituhas. Nehvanaheil.
Masanedoa. Nupuriamtaig.
Nomoitoho. Napelvanevai.

I remain, Dear Sir, yours truly.
Wirrtaym McCurLraGi.

Rev J. Bayne D. D., S. B. F. M.
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Letter from Rev. D. Morrison.

The following extracts from a letter from
Rev. D. Morrison, describe the natural
scenery of the New Hebrides :—

Aneiteum, Aug. 5, 1865.
My Dear BroTHER :—

Just a year ago to day we were landed
on Fate. Hitherto we have both enjoyed
good health. We have been more careful
than at home, not to expose ourselves.—
But with this care our hcalth has been,
perhaps, as good as at home. We feel of
course, the languor and lassitude induced
by the excessive heat of the climate. We
came here last week to hold a general con-
sultation upon the various interests of the
mission. Mr. Paton returned to us; but
has been again appointed to the Australian
colonics to complete arrangements there
forthe permanent support of the Dayspring.
Rev. Mr. Niven, a young man from Scot-
land, who came out here for the mission,
has resigned.

Anciteum is very hilly, rising in sharp
ridges or peaks, giving strong indication
of exposure to the action of water for ages.
The sides of these eminences are deeply
indented with numerous water-courses, and
are, many of them, steeper than the roof of
any Duilding.  Between these hills, or
or mouutains, are decp valleys and ravines
as sharp as the summats of hills,

Thus there is but & small proportion of
the island level, and of gentle declivity.—
In many of the hill sides you see the red
soil now exposed where the rains have
washed away the surface aud herbage to-
gether. The larger part of the island is
well-wooded winle a considerable area is
covered with ferns and wild grasses. The
valleys are all very fertile. Itis abundantly
supplicd with excellent water.

Fotuny, to the N. E. of Anciteum, rises
up to the clouds like a beaver hat, bottom
up. It is very precipitous all around.—
There are at the base of this heap ledges of
gently sloping land, where the people live,
and raise the scanty fare on which they
subsist. They have excellent water in
abundance. ‘Their forrest is on the top of
the mountain, which has the appearance
of being a kind of table land. It is very
healthy, ague having never been felt there.

Aniwa is a small island, some four or
five miles Jong. It is a low rock of cora-
line formation, having but little »0il on its
surface, consequently food is not very .
abundant ; but it is a very healthy loeality.
They are strangers to ague there. Thec |

is one good boat harbor ou its coast, but
the people do not live near it.

Tanna is a very important island, both
on account of its extent and fertility. It
has high mountaing, bold and precipitous;
but it has also its level lands, and sloping
braes. It is partly wooded, and partly
covered with grasses. Cocoa-nut trces
grow in it till they have become a forest.
The many ravines leading from the moun.
tains in the interior to the shore indicate
a plentiful supply of water. Food is abun.
dant. But feverand ague is very prevalent
on its tertile svil. It is of volcanic origin,
as i3 evident from the fact that an active
volcano is still adding to its height by the
ashes and lava still spewed out.  We were
becalimed on the coast one night, so that we
had ample opportunity to gaze on the new
phenomgnon.  There was a constant lurid
¢lare, as if acres of woodland were at once
in a simultancous conflagration, occasion-
ally you could see the fiery flame belching
out as if Vulean with his tremendous poker,
were stirring up the fire bencath., We
could hear no noise issuing from Vulcan’s
fiery covers,as is the casesometimes. The
volcano is not the highest mountain on the
island. It does mot terminate in a peak.
It appears like a high roof the ridge pole
of which is considerably depressed in the
middle, or like 2 common bow!l bottom up,
with the rim broken off.

The island is very populous. as indicated
by the numbers who met us on the shore,
the numerous columns of smoke visible in
the evening, indicating the presence of so
many groups preparing their evening meal.
The people are full of encrgy and indepen-
dence, and are decply degraded heathen.

Erromanga, like Ancitenm, i3 very
mountainous, and less productive. At
least food is scarce there now. It is of
much greater extent than Aneiteum. The
people are small, sparse, and devoid of the
energy of the Tannese. There is a large
brook or river filling into Dillon’s Bay,
which makes it an important watering
place for vessels—like Anciteum in other
matters.

Tate is partly of coraline, partly of vol-
canic formation. It is composed of high
monntains inland, with a considerable ledge
of level land seaward. The mountains
are not as high as those of Anciteum, Tan-
na and Erromanga. 1tis perhaps larger
than any of the above, and is watered by
several rivers of some importance. Itis
very fertile, as a general thing.  If any one
is hungry there itis to be laid to his own
charge, not to that of the country. It has
two excellent harbours where vesscls can

; lie sceure fro:n all winils,

D. Mornrisox.
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Other Minsions,

Mission in Western Turkey.

The trae progress of the missionary work
in any country cannot be accurately deter-
mined by the fig ires congained in an annual
report. It is ¢ pecially wrue of the refor-
mation now goi z forward in the Armenian
Church, that the most important progress
is made outside of the Protestant communi-
ty itself’; this progress is in the direetion of
& general emancipation of the minds of the
members of the Armenian Church from the
ignorance, superstitions, and positive errors
to which they have long clung with obstin-
ate earnestness.  Still it is always interest-
ing to know the actual state of the mission-
ary work as shown in carefully prepared
reports from theseveral stations of a mission
In the * DMission to Western Turkey”
there are 11 stations, at which missionaries
reside ; with these stations are connected
38ont-stations, where native pastors, preach-
ers, or other helpers reside; the mission has
20 ordained missionaries sent out from
America, and ouc missicaary physiciau; 9
ordained native pastors and 14 licensed
preachers ; 33 school teachers, and 33 other
helpers; there are 20 churches in the mis-
sion which have 640 members, of whom 90
were received on profession of their faith
during 1865 ; there are 52 places where the
Gospel is regularly preached on the Sab-
bath ; 43 Sabbath schools, with an average
attendance of 1,358 ; theaverage attendance
on the Sabbath congregations is 2,077;
there are 2 theological schools, and 2 female
boarding schools; the total number of
scholars under instruction is 1,619; the
number of Protestants in the mission, in-
cluding women and children, is 2,795;
$2,400 in gold has heea contributed by them
for the support of their own Gospel institu
tions, or nearly onc dollar for every man,
women and child. This mission printed,
in the various languages of the country,
during the past year, 39,025 volumes of
books and 42,500 tracts; the total number
of pages printed was 8,115,600 ; there were
sent to the interior from the central depot
in this city, in 1865, 8940 volumes of
Scripture. 18,927 volumes of other books,
and 23.998 tracts. Since the beginning of
1827, 89,313 copics of Scripture have been
sent out from this depot to the other parts
of the Empire.

It is plain that all these instrumentalities
must make no little stir in the country.—
Many of the native pastors and preachers
arc earnest, faithful men, and theirsermons
make & decp impression.

In other pasts of the country the progress
is mueh more rapid than in this mission.
This is especifily true of the Kharpoot Sta-

tion. At another time I hope to give you a
brief account of the remarkable advance
made in the missionary work at that station
during the past five years. I am of the
opinion that there has been nothing equal -
to it in the lustory of the missions in this
conntry.

In a former letter I roferred to the early
labors of Dr. Pfander in Russian Ameriea;
to-day I have seen a letter from the native
Protestants there, who say that they have
full religions liberty now granted them by
the Russian Government; they have their
own schools and a regular Sabbath congre-
gation of nearly five hundred. They feel
greatly encouraged, and expect to enjoy
great prosperity. From another source,
however, we learn that since the letter was
written they have begun to sutfer »ersecu-
tion again, and that their preacher has been
sent into exile, but the “ Word of God is not
bound,” aund eannot be exiled after it has
once entered the hearts of a people; perse-
cution will only fan the flame of religious
liherty. Ido notat all believe that the
Protestants in Russian America are perse-
cuted with the approbation of the Central
Government.

The Rev. 1. G. Bliss, agent of the Amer-
ican Bible Society in the Levant, has taken
great interest in these Amnerican Christians
In Russia, and in all the nationalities in
these distant regions. My, Bliss was for-
merly a missionary of the American Board
at Erzeroum. The Society is to he congrat-
ulated on having secured his services ; heis
one of the most energetic and useful menin
this country. He leaves his post here fora
few months, to visit America with his fam-~
ily, and attend the jubilee meeting of his
Society. He carries with him the hearty
ood wishes of all his friends and associates
in Turkey.—Cerrespondent N. Y. Cbserver.

Presbyterian Board of Foreign
Missions.

The anniversary exercises of the Presby-
terian Board of Foreign Missions, were
recently heldin New York. An abstracs
of the report was read by the Secretary,
which showed that there had been nincteen
missionaries and assistants sént out during
the year, seven of whom were ordained
ministers; three native missionaries have
been ordained; three wissionavies have
died. The receipts of the Board have heen
$207,526 65, the expenditures, $210,376 38,
Jeaving & halance of $2,849 73 agaiust the
treasury.

While no new fields have Leen orcupied,
none have been given up, and some have
heen strengthened.  The different agencies
in operation for bringing back the revolted
world to the dominion ot Christ have all
been sustained. These have been among
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the Jews mnd the Indian tribes of this
country ; the Chinese in California; the
Romanists in Brazil and the United States
of Colombia; in China, Japan, Siam and
India; in Liberia, and Coriscoin Africa;
in Italy, France and Belgium. Leaving
out Kurope where money only is sent to
sustain the laborers employed there are
in connection with this Board 75 ministers,
7 licentiates, 4 physicians, and 232 teachers,
colporters, catechists, &c., including the
wives of the missionaries—or in all, a force
of 318. There are 37 organized churches,
with a membership of about 1,200, and
with scarcely an exception, there have been
importaut accessions te them. The press,
as in former years, has poured out its
treasures of saving health, and more than
25,060,000 pages of tracts and the word of
God have been printed and largely scatter-
cd. The schools have lLeen maintained
with increasing efficiency, and in them have
been gathered 7,000 youth, who have in
one form or another, been made acquainted
with the doctrines of the Gospel. This is
a larger number than has ever before been
reported, and embraces boarding and day
scholars—boys and girls, from the primary
department to the College.

Persia.

Grear CHANGES. — A remarkable re-
ligious revolution is reported by the mis-
sionaries of the Amecrican Board as in pro-
gress in Gawar. Oune of these writes ;—
‘* Some time since, a large portion of the
Nestorians secured the removal of their
malek, or chief, who is a rank oppressor,
but one of the wildest Nestorians I have
ever known. He carried his case before
Mar Shimon, and with bribes secured his
place again. The people, upon this, de-
termined to abandon Mar Shimon and his
corrupt religion, and become Protestants,
Great pains have been taken to show them
the trae nature of Protestantism, and the
difficultics in their way. They have been
pointed to those among themselves who
have suffered much persecution because
they were of this way; but they remain
firm in saying that they will have nothing
to do with their old religion, which seems
only to rivet their oppressors upon them.
Nearly a hundred men, from different vil-
lages, went before the Mudir, and declared
themselves Protestants, and desirous of a
separate malek. The petition was received;
they have chosen our helper in Dizza (the
bead-quartcrs of Gawar) as their chief; and
the deputy of the Pasha, on a visit at
Dizza, cordially acknowledged them, and
was about formally, in public, to recognize
the new community. We, of course, have
our fears that Mar Shimon may entice or
frighten many or all of them back; but at

present they stand firm, are ‘cating their
fasts’ openly—a great step there—are dri-
ving off the charch beggars coming from
Mar Shimon’s diocese, and in many other
ways showing their disgust with their old
roligion. They are asking for preachers
and teachers, offering to assume the inci-
dental expenses of the schools. If this
rupture proves & permanent one, there is
reason to think it will extend to other dis-
tricts of the Koordish mountains.”

China.

The English Presbyterian mission in
Amoy continues to receive additions to the
native flock underitscare. We hear of the
baptism of eleven adults (ten men and one
women) at Baypay, making twenty adults
admitted to churgh fellowship within one
month in that region. “The Gospel,”
writes the Rev. W. S. Swanson, “is
taking root, as it were, over a wide expanse
of country, aud the way of the evangelist
is opened.up to a large number of places.”
From Canton the American Presbyterian
missionaries report that they were expecting
soon to gather fruit that appeared ripe. At
the last communion of the church in Yuyiao
fourteen adults made application for bap-
tism, seven of whom were received into the
fellowship of the church; the others were
deferred. A missionary of the denomina-
tion reports the admission of five Chinese
to church membership in Bae-ko-tah, near
Ningpo. Phe Baptist and the Episcopal
missionaries of Ningpo had baptized sixteen
hopeful converts. We also hear of the
baptism of three Chinese near Chefoo, and
one at Pekin.

Native Preachers in Misgsion Fields.

The London Missionary Society’s Report
for 1861 remarks of native laborers in the
South Pacific: “They are the intrepid
and fearless pioneers of the white teacher,
facing dangers which to him would prove
fatal, and preparing the blood-thirsty hea-
then savage to give him welcome and honor
as the messenger of Christ.” Thesenative
cvangelists have gone from island toisland,
and not a few, like the Penrhyn, Fricadly,
and Lagoon Islands, renounced heathenism
througl: the instrumentality of these
preachers of the Word, long before a Euro-
pean missionary was scen ; yes, every island
eained to Christianity and civilization
westward of the Tahitian group has been
won through the labors of native mission-
arics; and many stations in Polynesia are
solely maoned by the native teacher and

astor, The Hawaiian missionaries in the

Tarquesas and Micronesian Islands more
than equal the expectations formed of them
by those who sent and sustain them.
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In India and Burmah there are about
200 ordained native ministers, and 2,000
pastors, licensed preachers and catechists.
The latter go from place to place expound-
ing the Gospel, and urging their country-
men to bo reconciled to God., Many of
these men are most officient helpers. « The
catechists,” says Dr. Mullens in his Ten
Years Missionary Labors in India,” “form
a most important body of agents in the
native Church; without them ‘missionaries
would lose their right hand a3 preachers and
erpounders of the Gospel, both among
Christians and heathens ; they spread over
a wider surface the knowledze which the
missionary has brought, and therefore
maltiply both his agency and its results.”
The Foreign Missionary gives the follow-
ing table of the native force employed by
the societies named, nat including the
smaller societies of this country or Great
Britain, or any on the Continent of Kurope:

Other
Native  Native
Preachers.  Helpers.
London Miss. Socicty, 150 750
Church “ « 71 2,112
Wesleyan  « “ 100 (say) 2,000
Baptist “ ‘ 199
Pres. ch. of Scotland 20
Am. B.of C. for For.Mis. 240 520
Presbyterian Board, 17 150
Baptist Union, 100 400
Methodist Miss. Society, 9
Lpiscopal ¢« 4
R. P. Dutch Chureh 5
Totals, 915 5,932
b e ———

The Sabbuth Schosl,

Sabbath School Liesscns for July.

FIRST SABBATH.

Sunsect :—Famine in Lgypt.—Gen. x1i,
46-57.

V. 46. — Mention another person who
whex thirty years of age commenced His
public work. Note other points of resem-
blance between Joseph and Christ. Lgypt
is a small country; not as large as Nova
Scotia, but very fertile.

V. 47.—“ Handfuls,”” great profusion.

V. 48— All the food ” in this verse is
to be explained by referring to verse 34.
It means all the fifth part, all that was
“iaimed by the king.  Joseph is now gov-
ernor of the foremost tation of the world.

Vv. 51, 52.— Manasseh wmeans a forgetter,
s called because God had mace Joseph
“forget” his toil and his father’s house.

Ephraim means fruitful. Amid his pros-
perity he remembers God and is thankful.
V. 55.—Joseph docs not open his store-
houses till the people arein real want—
“ famished,” strict economy being cssential
on such emergencies. Famines in Igyps
depend immediately on the failure of the
inundation of the Nile. In other conntngs
famines are most frequently caused by wans
of rain in season. ‘The flooding of the
Nile is owing to rains and snows far up in
Africa. God has all the clements under
his control and is never at a loss to accom-
plish his purposes, although we may not be
ahle to understaud low. Egypt was
anciently the gvanary of neighbouring
countries. Famine there involyed scarcity
all around, Famines are not of rare oc-
currence in Egypt.  In the year 1200 there
was & very severe fawmine that led to the
people eating their dead, and when persons
were burnt alive for eating human flesh,
the multitude devoured the roasted flesh of
the vietim ! From the year 1064 to 1071,
that is for seven years, there was a famine
such as was never known before or since.
The details are horrible; and show the
condition of utter misery from which the
country was saved in the time of Joseph.

LEssoxs.

1. We should learn in the day of pros-
perity to prepare for adversity.

2. In this world we cannot expect con-
stant prosperity, but when God grants us
rest from our toils and tronbles we should
be duly thankful.

3. Rain and sunshine, the flooding of
rivers, all events in the physical, as well as
the spiritual world are under the immediate
and constant coutrol of God.

DocrriNe: ‘“We should prepare for
adversity.”—Prov. vi. 6-8; John ix. 4.

SECOND SABBATIL

Sunyecrt: Josepl's brethren visit Eqypt.
Gen. xlii.. 1-38.

Here Jacob and his sons come agnin upon
the scene. ‘fhey were reduced to great
distress for want of fuod.

V. 2.—Corn. Egyptian wheat which
often grew very luxuriantly, seven ears on
one stalk being no unusal sight. Wheat,
barley, and rye are the kinds of “corn”
most frequently mentioned in seripture.

V. 6.— Bowed to the carth”—an Fast-
crn custom. Since his brethren had last
scen him he had grown from boyhood to
manhood, and they did not recognize him.
It was now ahout ten years since they had
soll him. His dreams arc being fulfilled.

V. 13.—~“Oneisnot.” They will not
tell their old shawmeful transaction. No
doubt they are both sorry and ashamed.

V. 15.—“By the lifc of Pharaoh,”—



158 The Home anv Foreign. BWecord,

June

this was probably the customary form of
agseveration at the Fyuyptian court. It is
equivalent to saying—"as sure as he lives,”
“as thy soul liveth.,” Joseph was now
acting a part tewards his brethren, and
he' ce his use of this expression that he
might appear to tizoue a thorough Exyptain.

V. 17.—Spies would bhe punished with
death, and it is probable that the hrothers
expeeted during these sad days to be put to
death.

V. 18.—The Egyptians generally did
not *“fear God,” but worshipped animals
and vegetables, rivers, trees, and hills.
Deceased kings and other great men also
received divine honours. The true God
was uiterly foreotten.

V. 21 —Here we have signs of true re-
Yentancc, late indeed, but happily not too
ute.

V. 23.—The language of the Egyptians
was Coptic; that of the sons of Jacob,
Hebrew, )

V. 27.—The tan here mentioned was, ne
doubt, a mere halting place, beside a strean,
well, or fountain, where travellers pitched
their tents. Money in thnse days was in
the shape of rings, generally of silver, some-
times of gold ; and its value was determined
by its weight.

Lessoxs.

The whole of this most touching and ex-
quisitely beautiful history is related so
simply that it necds no explanation; and
the lessons from it are so manifest that we
need indicate only a few.

1. When we are hungry for the Bread of
Life lct us learn from the example of Jacob
and his sons to go to the source of sure
supply.

2. The brethren “how down themselves
to the earth”” lefore Joseph: how surely
the Divine purposes come to pass! At
Dothan, Joseph’s dreams were derided;
now they are heing fulfilled.

3. Mark how conscience is at last doing
its work., (V.v. 21, 22) The selling of
Joseph was the great sin of their lives, and
they feel their just liability to punishinent.
They now recall their brother’s tears and
prayers and the anguish of his soul. Re-
morse, long coming, is all the deeper when
it comes. Punishment delayed is all the
more severe when the stroke falls.

4. Kind words are never lost. Reuben
could now appeal to his own condnictmany
years ago, and his conscience was compara-
tively at case.  He had tried to prevent the
wmischicf for which they were all now suffer-
ing. Let us resist evil, and d2 good,
knowing that as we sow we must reap.

5. Great was the sorrow of Jacob when
hie heard the story of his sons. All things
scemed to be against him. Yet God was
all the time preparing for him a most joyful

surprise. So it may be with us. Tet us
wait patiently for the discoveries of Iis love
which the Lord makes in Ilis Province.—
All things work together for good to them
that love God.

Doctrixk :—Sin is the source of tronble.
Gen. iii: 16—19; Rom. vi. 21, 23. James
i. 15.

TINRD SABBATIL

SussecT :—Joseph and Benjamin.—Gen.
xliti. 1—34.

The narrative is so charmingly simple as
to leave no room forexplanation.  We note
a few points which may be brietly illustrat-

ed.

V. t1. The drought did not affect these
products of the'forest.  Jacob was wealthy
a few years before this, but the famine had
evidently reduced him to great straits.

V. 24. Eastern travellers still wash their
feet on such occasions.

V.28, Here again we have Joseph’s
Dreams strikingly fulfilled. 7

V.32, Itwas an “ahomination” unto
the Eeyptians to eat with the Ilcbrews.—
The ebrews would notscruple to cat beef':
the Bgvptians worshiped the cow and
thought it an ontrage to kill and eat their
ohject of worship. The Hebrews were
shepherds : the Bgyptian of this time were
probably smarting under the rememberance
of the tyranny of the Shepherd Kings that
had for some time ruled over them as a
conquered people. This was perhaps one
ground for the unwillingness of the Egyp-
tians to eat with the Hebrews. But the
mere fact of the difference of creeds between
the people accounts sufficently for the
separation. Joseph was at a table by him
self in virtue of his high office. Euyptian
feast> commenced at midday. Dinner was
generally enlivened with song and musie.

V. 33.—They “marvelled” on account
of the high honor bestowed on them of
dining with the * Governor,” when they
had expected very harsh treatment.

V. :3+.—It was usual to set before the
king twice as much as before any other man.
Benjamin’s portion was intended as a mark
of the highest distinction. This was no
doubt to sce if his brethren would be jeal-
ous of him.

LrssoxNs.

1. This delightful chapter is full of
lessons for our instruction. Observe in
the first part of the chapter how loyally his
sons obey Jacob, though the youngest of
them is of mature years, Benjamin being
ahout the age of 39. They all treat their
father, now old and poor and almost
broken-hearted, with the utmoss deference.

2. Jacob had formed a rash resolution
of not allowing Benjamin to go. He wisely
does not adhere to it. Let us learn from
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this not to stick to our resolutions when
they are wrong. Ohstinacy is often ruinous,
always wrong. Jacob felt parting with
Benjamin asad trial, not knowing that this
was a step towards tiie restoration to his
embrace his beloved Joseph.

8. Note how ready mdn part with their
much prized gold and silver and precious
fruits in time of famine, for bread. If
we value the bread that perishes so much
more than silver and gold how much should
we value the Bread of Life!

4. Trom ver. 18 we may well infer that
their consciences were still chiding them
with respect to their old crime. = They
declare their story to the steward and his
reply.  Ver. 23 shows that contact with
Joseph had led him to know something
of the true God. From the men bringing
hack the money let us learn to restore
other people’s property however it may
come into our possession.

5. From Joseph’s condact during the
whole interview let us leara a lesson of
self-control.  He could suppres¢ his tears
or hide them. He had all his feclings
under admirable regulation. Also, “ In
Josepl’s conduct we see that of Jesus who
shows those whom he loves more and more
of their necessity ; makes them perccive
that he is their only refuge from destrue-
tion; and, consulting their futurc good
more than their present comfort, by salutary
terrors and troubles overcomes their relue-
tance and brings them to himself.”  Scott.

Docrrine :—Our sin will find us out,
dJob. iv, 8, Ps. xlix. 5, Prov. xxii. 8; Gal.
vi. 7.

FOURTI SABBATIL

Sunoect :—Joseph reveals himself, xlv.
1—28

We learn from chapter xliv, that under
Joseph’s instructions the money is put
again in the sacks with wuich the brethren
are allowed to depart; and his own goblet
is put in the mouth of Benjamin’s sack.—
‘The sons of Jacob go on their way rejoic-
ing, but are rudely stoped ; the cup is found
in Benjamin’s sack. Joseph has planned
thus to test his brethren’s love towards
Benjamin,  Their fidelity stands all the
strain put upon it. They will not consent
on any terms to leave their younger brother
hehind and break their father's heart, Of
the speech of Judah, Dr. Chalmers justly
remarks that as a literary composition there
is nothing equad to it iu Sterne, or Shak-
spere, Mr. Mackenzie or any of the great
masters of eloquence and poetry.

No doubt Joseph was afraid that his
hrethren would submit to the proposals he
had made and leave Benjamin as a slave.
He was therefore quite overwhelmed with
Judah’s speech and his most gencrous pro-

posal to remain a slave instead of the “ lad.”’

The forty-fifth chapter begins with Josephs
revelation of himself.

V. 3. His brethren ave conscience-striken,
ashamed, troubled, feaving that he will bo
avenged on them. e has his revenge the
heart and the power to forgive!

V. 5. How dclicately he touches on the
old sore :—be not angry with yourselves !

V. 8. llc teaches them to look to God’s
hand in rhe transaction and thus forget
their own ill intentions.

V. 13. He wished them to tell his father
all about him, not from vain gloiy, but to
cheer his heart which had been well nigh
broken.

V. 15. The kiss was a sign and pledge
of cative reconcilintion.

V. 17. The King was cvidently a sagaci-
ous and generous man, and his trust in
Joseph was unbounded. :

LEssoxs.

1. Joseph was ready to forgive his
brethren, and do them all the good in his
power.  We should do likewise ; not merely
to our brethren according to the flesh, but
to all.

2. Ohserve how God can make the
wrath of man to praise him. He turned to
good the cruel plans of Joseph’s brothers.
‘T'his does not excuse their wickedness ; but
it marnifies his power and wisdom. God
caused the cruelty of the Jews in the mur-
der of Jesus to redound to His own glory.

3. Joseph sends for his father and cares
for him most tenderly. Let this-be an
example to young pesons who prosper in
life. Never forget or neglect your parents,

4. Joseph’s conduct brought bis brothers
and all commected with him into good
repute with Pharaoh and the Egyptians.—
So will our good conduct recominend Chris-
tianity and the brotherhood of the Gospel
to the world.

5. At v. 24 Joseph says to his brethrne
“See that ye fall not out by the way.” As
if he had said: I have forgiven you fully
and freely; you must forgive cach other
and bear with cach other.” We may hear
Christ addressing us in the very same strain,

As Christ has forgiven you ¢o also do ye.,

Churist is the true Joseph, our Brother whom
we have offended and who provides so
liberally for us.

DocrriNe :(—Duty of forgiveness, Mat.
vi. 12; Luke xi. 14; Lu. xvii. 3; Eph.
iv. 32,

FIFTH SABBATH.

Susrect :—Jacob’s Journey into Egypt,
Gen. xlvi. 1—34.

V. 1. Beersheba was the border town of
Canaan, and hence Jacob halted there.

Vv.2—4. The venerable Patria:ch is
cheered and strengthenea by most precious
promises. :
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V. 7. Daughters—Jacob had but one : his
sons’ wives are here intended.

V. 28. Jacob thought it desirable that
Joseph should meet him 1 Goshen.

V. 29. Joscph was now a prince,and hence
he went forth in “ kis chariot.”

V. 33, Joseph is anxions to keep his
brethren separate from the Beyptians.  He
kuows the snares and pit-fulls arouwd them,
and hence his desire to sctele them in
Goshen.

V. 34. Here it is stated that evers shep-
herd is an abomination to the Bgyptians.
The chief reason may bave been that o
dynasty of shepherd kings had oppressed
Beypt.

LEssoxs.

1. We should never negleet the claims of
religion.  Jarob halts on his journey to
offer sacriice.  We should be ever ready
with our sacritices of praise, thanksgiving
and active service.

2, God will bless his truc worshippers
and give them precious promises for their
souls to rest upon,

3. God comforted Jacob by the pledee
that Joseph should put his hand upon his
eves—that is, watch by his death-bed. He
gives us 2 still more precious promise :—
Jesus Christ shall help us in our hour of
sorest trial, and shall receive our souls into
His heavenly mansions.

4. From the closing verses of the chapter
let us learn that we should beware of inter-
course with idolaters.  Better sacrifice
worldly wealth and grandeur than lose our
souls.

Docrrine :—We should go where God
leads, Ps. xxiii, Jsa. xliii. 2.1 Pet. ii. 21.

G e S e
Hews of the Shech,

Presbytery of Victoria.

At Middle River the 28th Feb., 1866, the
Presbytery of Vietoria and Richmond met,
pursuant to adjournment, and after devo-
tional exercises by Rev. Kenneth McKen-
zie, was duly constituted There were
present, Revds. Donald McKenzie, Mode-
rator pro tem., Kenneth McKenzie, Pby.
Clerk, and Wm. Sinclair, with Mr. T. A.
MecKeen, clder.

For want of mare timely intimation
the meeting was small, but the Treasurer,
some of the trustees, who act also as col-
lectors, and other members of the congre-
@ation being present, the Presbytery pro-
ceded in the usual way to obtain the
required information as to the state of the
congregation. ‘They find that the Rev. D.
McKenzie gives two-thirds of his sabbath

services to this section of his charge; thas
pastoral visitation, visiting the sick, and the
various other duties of the pastor are under
all the circumstances well attended to; that
the Treasurer’s accounts also indicate or-
ganization and orderly arrangement o