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LT T e - THE:BIBLE IN ‘A RUSSIAN :PRISON.-+ T . U

The:Bible'in a Russian Prison power; and-to force him to change thé auto- : man namad Batinkov,who had the misfortune

. -(‘ ﬁﬂtiéh"Meéséng'er Ny cratic government of Russia into a constltu-' to be acquainted with some of the members
oo y . . ..tio_na.l monarchy, If he were unwilling to do - of the secret society. He ‘was, however, not .

‘The year 1825 was a time of misery to {this, there would be.nothing left but to.kill involved in the plot; -indeed, it is most like-
~ many people in Russia.. In'the very-heéart the Emperor, and thus make Russia a free ly that he never heard a rumor of it. His

" of . St. "Petersburg a plot ‘had been laid - country. - " surprise and dismay..were. therefore great,

. against the Emperor, by a humber-of young  For some years this secret revolutionary -'when onc night, a party of ‘policemen enter-

" . men’belonging to the. most distinguished soclety had been getting ready to- carry out . ed hie house, and forced him to follow them

" familles.of the. Russlan empire. = These  their-plans, when, in 1825, the plot was-dis-. to prison in“the fortress of St. Petersburg!
'~ young men thought that'they Were rendering - covered. . The conspirators were put:into. " He thought that there must be some. mis-.

¥ a great service to their country by trying to | -prison;. several. of them were sentenced to . ‘take, ‘and felt sure that his case .would be

. 'Getuit:free from ‘the hatd rule of the Czars, ..dcath, others sent off to Siberia: . . ° . .tried and his inbocence proved.’ - 7
- They intended to get the Emperor:into their. InSt. Petersburglived at that time ayoung -Frem dey - to day he waited. expecting to R
e : ,v'f ;I;v ,. ‘

:.";’ o




_‘ be:
_vain,
g j tions, hopmv to find.out from. hlm what his

. ansivér..

~ zlone.

_ the level of the water.’

sum.noned to his trlal but he waited in
He asked the gaoler various qués-

Iate was likely to- be, but he recelved nd
Only onée the man spoke ‘to him;
a.nd told’ lnm that he was. strictly forbidden' -

totalk “with the prx*oners, he might not_

‘even Wwigh: them ‘Good-morning, or- answer
Lhe simplest questions .

“That was the last time’ for many years
that- Batinkov hedrd the sound of -any “hu-
“man voice except his own, for the evpecred
‘trial and relen,se did not come. Days. and
wecks, and months’ paSsed -then hope and
t*{petta.ncy changed to despaxr bordering on

" madness.”

‘At last Ba,nnkov felt t.hat he must make
up -his mind to"'spend his -life. .in prison.
When he thought of it, he felt as if he was
going to lose his reason. Nothing could be
drearier than -the cell in which he was’ all
Scarceiy a sound from the outer.
world: could rCJach his ear, for his prison was
one of the so-called ‘casemattes’—small cells
built right into the-River Neva, partly -under -
Only a small open-
ing at the top of the wall let a little light
into the secantily furnished, dismal room!

 Batinkov felt that the only thing that
could ‘keep him from losing his " reason
would be to find something to occupy his -
thoughts. He had not been allowed to take .
anything with him except a calendar, which
‘happened to be in his -pocket,~but in a cor-
ger of his pnson he found. three books,
probably left ‘there by another’ pnsoner,
They were a German bible, a German book
of sermons, an old German calendar

Three Germa.n books, a.nd Batln.kov only
Mnew “the German - alplhabet . Nothmg
daunted, he decided to lee.rn Germa.n, tha.t
would occupy his thoughts, an and. in time én-
able him to undarsta.nd the books. '

He began - by oompa:nng his Russm.n calen-
dar with the old Gérman one, and gra.dually
he was able by the help of these books to
undérstand some -German words and gen-
tences. Incredible as it may seem'he actual-
1y learned German in this way, &2 ‘that after
a while ho could Tead and understa.nd the
bible qulte well. .

It was an unknown book to him, for up to
that time he bad never given much thought
to religiotis matters; they did not interest
him, and like most of his friends, he was
a freethinker. Dven now he only “studied
the bible because ke had nothing else to do.
‘The old bhook fascinated him with its won-
derful history of the Jewish people, with Its
grand poetry, and its dcep words of wisdom.
He read it again and again, but without real-
izing that it had been written for him,

Three years went by in this way and tlhe
Holy Ghost began his work in the prlsoner S
heart. At last the truth of the bible began
to be clear and real to him. He knew now
that he was a sinner, that God was just and
holy and would judge him. The lonely man
in’ his dark prison cell felt himselt ‘tace to
face with God and he knew that he was not
it to stand in the divine presence.. The
fight aga.inst Satan, against his own doubts

and fe'irs, kad to be fought all alone with-‘
out the help and counsel of any human be- .

“ing, till at last the light shone mto Batin-
kov's soul, and he knew that Jesias was his.
Saviour. He read ‘those golden words (John
jif,, 16), that’ ‘God s0 loved the world that
he gave his on.ly begotten Son, tha.t whoso-
ever believeth in him should' not perish but
havé everlasting life, ~ And. ‘these words
(Ma.tt. “xl.;
la.l)or and are heavy laden, a.nd 1 will glve

you_ ‘rest.” And agai.n (John i, 12), ‘As ma.nyl
as reeeived lnm, to ‘thém gave he power to .

bocome “the' sons” of God o And in this’ new
rela.tion, havmg entered the family of the re-
deemed by raith in Christ, - G-ed was na

28), ‘Cme uiitd’ me all ye tha.t"

-4, new 'life’ began for Ba.tinkov

to him. . He read a.nd re-read ‘his old’ blble,
‘and it was like 4 -new book “fulll or wonder-
ful promises and words of comfort:

Tho days and- weeks ‘passed, a.nd grew to

months and years;. but the pnsoner did not
long for freatiom now, for in his- cell he had
fonnd the true freedom, and that wa.s
enough for him, = ’

At la.st when he had given up expecting
rolcase, it came. Twenty-mne years' Ba.tin~
"kov had speat in the casema.ttes ‘when ono
day he was told that he mlght leave his cell,
~An amnesty had been. granted to a large

number of prisonérs. But he had-to-leave.

St. Petersburg, by. order of the government
and was sent to'a town in Central Russia. -
3 was with regret that he Ea.id good-bye

to the piace where he had ﬁrst seen Jesus.®

He had no relations, and . his frlends he
thougit, must all either be dead orin exile,

he went, - =

The .persons he met after leavmg hls pri— i

son, were kind to him, but, took Thim' for a
harmless luna.tic, for durmg ‘his unprison-

ment he had learned ‘the. habit of speaking'

his thoughts aloud in order to hear at least

one human’ voxce This the people naturally
thought strange, and so he hved hlS own

life apart from ‘the rest.

One day he ha.ppened to glance at a news-_ :
paper and. there he read the name of a ma.n.

who had been hiS 'fnen‘d m those da.ys long

poliucel plot and'
Russxa at the time

fession, and Was n-ow an a.dm.i;al o.nd a.t the:..-.-_,;

~head of the Russian navy

‘When Ba,tmhov read the na.me of his
friend he felt an ardent desire to see once '

more this ma.n. whom he had hnown in his
youth. He wrote a pctmon to the’ Emperor
agking permlssion to go to St.. Petersburg

to seo a friend. . This was granted, and great
was the admiral’s joyful surprise when he
. He had always
thought that Batinkov had died long ago;,

saw his old friend again.

and it was with great interest that he listen-
ed o the strange story, which had begun so
sadly and had ended so well. - ‘

“What was it that kept you from losing
your reason? asked the Admira.l

-~ It was thls, quietly answered his friend"

pointing to ‘tho bible; ‘this is my grea.test
treasure.’ .:

It ig a.lso my mosf. preclous possession’
said the_admira.l, who in the midst of his
prosperity had been taught the same blessed
truths ‘which his friend had learned in the
dark .prison cell. ’

It wa.s a very happy meecting, after so
me.nv years, and later on Batinkov had the
joy of seeing two or three other friends of
his youth who were still alive and not in
exile

‘When the story was made known, the Em-
peror granted Batinkov full liberty, and. his
--friends made inquiries in order to find out
the reason of his long imprisonment. It
was discovored that Batinkov had heen for-
gotten by the government authorities. That
was the reason Why he had never been sum-
moned to his trial, and why ‘he’ had only
been relea:sed ‘after so many vears.

had not been spent in ‘vain, for God had Bot
torgotten h1m Hé had met his Saviour in
the ‘prison;” and- he was: happy. -God had led

Him, 'by & way he knew not;” fiito “the glori:

ous liherty of the chlldren of God.”

lon.ger his judge ~to oondemn hlm, but hjs ;
Jdoving Father to bless him From that dayf B
His cell g.’
seemed no: longer - da.rk and dlsmal to him, -
for-it’ was “the place where “he’ had ‘met-his
Sa.viour, it had become the gate-of heaven"',j‘

" word without any. huma.n help,

left a.lone wnth this  girl.

so it.did not very much ma.tter to him Where ; _shade of sa.dms in her face and-said:

DT { - ;. gisters.’
This friend had not been involved in thef“

d been absent fromv

v mrsswn “w.me to the g0od woman..

ike company

‘here,

But Batinkov did not regret it. His life

chieﬁy spent in ‘the. house ot h1s friend the :
admiral,’ until God ‘cailed, him up’ higher. :

Thus it was that - the rea.ding of Gods ]
was the' ‘

means of a soul

version. <

“ A Missionary at Home.

'nhere are home mission ﬂelds for every,
person who desires to be actively employed
in doing good ‘One-of -these is . 1n Chris~ |
tian homes, in which young women are em- -
ployed to do-housework. --It-is one of the

" incredible features of our modern Christian--
‘ity, that such girls are so little influenced by

the Christian ‘homes in which- they live.

A lady who had acquired a wide mﬁuenee
by her strength of cha.ra.cter sympathy, and
moral sense, came from the the country to

the city to spend the winter in a qulet lodg—

ing-house

A young woman from the provmoes came
into the-house as "gervant.” The lady was
late at the table one evening, and so was
She noticed a

‘Ma.ry, ha.ve you friends in the c1ty"’
‘No, not one.’ My father and mother are

“dead. My s1sters are married, put. poor, .

and I have come to London to- make ‘my
way a.lone I have friends in the old church
at hom'e The-pastor there was very: kmd to
me.’ -

Were you a memher of that church?

'Yes, a.nd I ha.ve a Ietter from 1t I would.
liko to show 1t w you.!

"“The girl produced the letter. © ;-
" ‘I'am a member of a church ot the sa.me
denommatxon Sald the lady, so we a.re

.( |‘

Sisters' ht tha.t word the thought of hor

T go to church on” thmt"' evelning ©I would o
WAL you 80 with me?
‘It “would ‘make me h'l.ppy all the week

..1£ you would’ only let me; _said’the girl. .

The 6ther members of the ‘quiet household
wero somewhat surprised on the next I‘ri— .
day pight to hear:the lady say:.

’ ‘Mary a.nd I-are going to' week night ser-
vrce

But the frlendly relat:ons’ dxd not end
~ The lady -lent Mary her books, and
selectéd for her a cotrse of useful rcadmg.
Ocoa.sicnally she gave her a ticket to a con-
cert or lecture, and, obtained consent from
the la.ndlady that the girl might attend them.
She guided her by wise ard good advice. )

More tha.n this, she: gave her personal re-
gard with ‘her favors, ‘and: the girl came to
love her as she loved her mother. .

The lady fell seriously . ill. "The girl was
as true and- faithful. ‘to her as her own
danghter could Have been. - -

When the lady recovered she felt tha.t
she owed for the tender gervice done in the
sickroom more than she could ever repay.’

There was a missionary. training:school in
the church to -which they went, and the
lady sent the girl there. Sheis now. in the
foreign ficld, working faithfully ‘as a mis-
sionary.—‘Sunday Cornpa.nion.

The Christian.” -

\If we are to have increased interest in
foreign missions or home. missions either,
there is only one way to “obtain it, that-is by
getting - people perscnally acquainted with,

and interested in-God;:his plans, higipur- - '
- poses, his gospel,:his church, his kingdom. °

To' some’ oxtert every child:of God.is inter-
ested in his Father in heaven, or he could

ot be a-child indeed; but he needs to ha.ve

this inte*est deepened"‘ B




v f'runndng up ‘to me, s

‘ ‘Oh uncle, unele!' c'ried m

come.’ S
'-‘Thatsgoodhearimg, saidI:' T

" “I've got the most beautiful secret in the
- avorld. - You ca.unot tell how nice it is.’.

. *No, 1 ca.nmot,’ I answered, looking very
"'-pfuzmed ‘What’s it about""

o 'A.h' then it wouldn’t be & eem'et 1! 1.

:little nieee,
“am 80" glad you're

" ‘Do-you know,” she said, smking her voiee o

seerets from me R v L
“What.is it about” 1 asked. ) :
She laughed reassured a,gain

Evrdently her secret vvas on ber’ mmd for

'by various shps she made ‘I learned all
about it. before I went though she ima.gined »

z-he had kept 1t religiously.

///
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YOU MUSTN T LAUGH 'I'ILL I SNAP MY FINGER

wure to tell you. she said with a laugh. ‘But
it’s to-morrow.’
Are photographers nice men?'-
‘Some of .them are,* I answered.
-*Because it would be dreadful to.be: taken

- by_ a disugreeable man, wouldn't it?

. *When I take you to a photographer.d will ‘

i bear that in mind,.I answered, not men-
- tioning the revela:tron she had made of her
- gecret. .-

-She. looked up m my fa.ce in some a.la.rm.
but was satisfled with its. undxseerning ex-
pression.

; ‘Do you khow, she sa.id ‘I a]most thou@ht

Oh, I wish it were here"

Next time I went she came" up to me,
‘Now, uncle! now for tho secret!’
‘Oh“ I cried,, lookmv greatly delighted.

"I‘here it is/’ she said, putting .a.photo-

graph- into my hand." )

“*Oh, that is ﬁrst—rate" I sa.ld
the secret.”:

‘And uncle, he ‘was. such o, fu.nny man
And- when he was going to take us, there

ke stood with- his. hair, pa.rtea in. the middle,.
and. his- spectacles on, .and he la.ughed .80 -

much, ‘but he said, :You mustn't laugh 1 X
snap my ﬁnger.

when I snap it you-must laugh.” So pre-

: ‘ ! 1vYou see, she-was_
: io'nly six years old a.nd had not kept ma.ny

‘Oh, you
wcn't w,teh mo that we.y, she saxd so don t_
 think it ,
"l‘hon I'll go up to your mother I replled :
N and Tran upsta.lrs g

‘So that 15 (
"t Mrs Jones sald. it was a railway . a.ocl-v‘

'dent—a.ll three inteudeds killed Miss Wat-

So look at my ﬁnger and

A sently he sna.pped‘ his ﬁnger,“but, uncle !
- almost felt I. wanted to ]augh bei’ore

18 it
good"’ she added mnanin" the photograph
: ‘Very good" I answered a.nd theres just

' the little: ghost of a: smile upon it now t.ha.t
) .mahes it very hke you r .

‘Do you\likc to have photographs of a.ll
your frlends”' sho asked

L do, T replied. "
‘Have' you: got them? " . L
..‘No, I answered.. ‘Some of the very dw.r- :

est I haven’t got, and never will have v
SWhat a pityt"

"It is, X sald, ‘because I cannot show them

" to others,. but their tacos are prmted on my’

heart, and when I think of them, their heau-
tiful characber comoes. up before me 50. tha.t

- Ilove them

-‘Yes,” she answered ‘thait's how I think ot_
mamma. I could not forget her,.you. know., .
<The little maiden was’ silent for.a moment

" . or two, and raising her thoughti‘ul face, gald, . -

‘Is _not . that the: way God remembers us?.
He has, our eha.rt;cter like a photograph on -
hrs lmart -and loves us? . - |

‘Quite true,’ I replied, .‘and how careful wo
‘should be to havo it beautiful if it is to be
pmnted on God’s heart. .

‘I am, dear uncle, she answered, kis*ing
me, ‘for I love h1m very much !

Dear Nellie! I was very glad to have your

photograph for it was not long we kept .

your sweet form in our midst! The Good

‘ Shepherd loved her too well .to lea.ve her

long here. -
But I have that photograph she gave me

b, among my. ehlefest treasures, and her loyins
R 'memory prm,ted m my. heart. ' -

The OPSCE

.(By Isabelle Ecclestone Mackay, in ‘Endw.-

- vor’ Hera;ld N

© ‘T'am myself of the opmion said Miss
Mitchell decidedly,' ‘that’ wo- had be‘ter wait
awhile.’

‘Until we see, suggestcd Mlss Mattie .

‘How it turns out' ﬁnished Miss Jessie..
It is a.lways best not to be too precipitate,
and yet it seems to be a good thing.’. .

‘A good thing——push it a.lon,,, ‘shouted a,
voice through ‘the -open wlndorw

‘Thal’s Tom, cried t.he three old ladies
togother, broad smiles of happ.f anticipa-
tion spreadmg over ' their pleasant faces.v
Indeed there eould be but small doubt as to
who it was, for at Vine Cottage one indi-
vidual only was privileged to shout in win-
dows, use sla.ug, and ba.ng doors and that
was Tom. Yappy is the Tom who is at
once the pe-t and the torment of three mai-
den aunts! .He has a position unique in
the boy kmgdom a.ud his lines have fallen
in pleasa.nft places Especia.lly if the said
aunts have a modest oompeten.ce and a will
to use it hberally for all good purposes —

. the ha.ppiness and welfare of Tom included.

'l‘he three Miss. Mitchells had llved in the
pretty vine—covered cott-tge -on the outsklrts
of tzhe Httle village of New Sa.lem for. thrrty
years. They had come .to the, town ihree
fresh ‘and comely girls (indeed many

“thought- Miss Jessle a. beauty), and though

thirty long years had slipped away. they
wero the three Miss, Mitehells still..

‘Why had they  never married 7" Well ,
there were drfferent theories to aecount for

kins sald it was becaue they had never been
asked .(Miss Watkins had, not had’ that plea- y
sure “herself), ‘but. for my pa.rt, T bhink ‘

though I feel it to be but a poor rce.son and .. -
‘sufficient for no one but themselves, that it

was simply because they. did not want to.

Lo




R they were very happy | over them,

© their housework their pa.tchwor
‘cats, - their "gardem;: their chuich - their.
_phew, and. themselves; -and .three "pusier,
kinder; happier people, it .would be: hard, to
find. They: kept no servant, and thGll‘ wants
were few. Miss. Sarah, a “most -excellent
manager, md ‘the eldest of the, thre'> kept
" thekeys. in a little old-fashioned basket’ by

her side,.and looked to the provisions with

a calei’.ul mind; Miss Ma,ttle (properly Ma-
tilda) (.l.d all the fine iromng and such light
work a,s her rather’ ‘delicate -health would

permit; while Miss Jeseie the youngest ‘and-
prettiest did a llttlc of everything, and was

all day and every day. the sunshine of the
: house

At the- time our- story opens they were

' ‘enga.ged in<knitting winter socks for 'Fom,
though it was’ early Septembet, and discus-
sing a new departure

: perture in a“ town where nothing - Very Dnew
had happened’ in many- years! For-the first
tithe in the history of their. chureh  its
young people were to have a ‘socicty of their
own. Now let me mention here that the
Miss Mitchells considered themselves young;
their hearts had not grown old as the years
passed by; their sympathies, energies, and
interosts were all fresh and young still, and
longing for new -outlets of work. *~ It never
occurred to them, therefore, that this new
society was not for them. They longed: to
seo it prove a success, they co:nsxdered it, as
Miss Jessie said, ‘a good thing,’ but with
the retiring timidity natural to them - they
thought it best ‘not to be oo precipitate r

‘We. were talking about the new society,
Tom, said Miss Mattie, in explana,tion to
that young, gentleman, as; with-an_air of €x-

. .heustion supposed to-be-the. effect of exces-

sive overwork, hé sank, into, the miest rock-

iu.g-che.lr, and began to fan hlmself with the
fluilly. tail of the ta.bby—ca.t caught by the
neck for that purpOSe “The sisters never
would believe that liftmg a cat by the neck
would not injure it mortaﬂly, and a slight

discussion resulted, in which Tom was im-

plored in moving terms to rememher that

cats had feelings, and be with equal wn.rmth )

demonstrated that if a cat’s feelmgs were
hurt it would squeal. ‘Not if it's half-chok-
ed, poor thing,’ said Miss Sarah.

‘So it’s the Y.P.S.C.E. that you consider a
good thmg, said Tom, after this little diffi-
culty had . been satisfactorily arranged;
‘then, as I had the pleasure of remarking
through the’ window, why don’t you ‘push
it along”? = There are gome in the church
who object to it; you might ‘do"the young

people a good tum by advocatmg their

_cause.’

“Their cause? cried Miss Jessie, in be-

wilderment.

‘You speak as if we had npothing lo do
with it, Tom,’ expla.inod Miss Mattie; ‘of
course, if, as we think, the movement i a
good one, we intend to identify ourselves
with it before long.’ Tom stopped fanning
himself and gavo vent to a long, low, whis-
tle, which Miss Sarah was won't tg say went
through her head like a two- -edged gimlet,
whatever that tool may be.

‘Are you really going to join, aunties "’

said he, ‘why, it is for—at lecast — a.t

least—+that i§—-I mean’ (get:tmg very red
and ilmslune, tamely) ‘it's ‘rather a new
thing — but then,’
lowmg out his own t.houg'hts ‘you -are as

young. as anyome I know, a good sight’

younger than gome.’ - =

“Young? excla.imed MISS Sara.h ]ookm""

" at Miss Jessie.

“Young? ‘échoed Miss Jessle, looking dt

Miss™ Sarah..
‘“Young? eaid Miss Mattie, “ith a gasp,
looking at them both.

Actually a ne-v de-"

"Jessie, 'with a nervous shiver.
expected to do nothing but join,’ sald Miss’

‘old maids’ wanting to join!

1rrelevantly, as: 1f fol-.

* lady, who with her escort,

. Whatevor.may ‘have been thexr ‘ reasons .'Tom felt. asha.med of hmnelf HIS oon-"’

hdppy in

scienge troublcd hlm Here were these three. ‘
mdear old la.dles who didn’t know what it«,
: irwas to, grcw old and he wa.s “the - ﬁrst to-

sha.ke tl.exr conﬁdence in; perpetual youth

He - hastened to repair the blunder with‘
merry words, an- easv ma.tter when the wish i
on both’ sides was the satme, a.nd when heA

left them a ha.lf-hour later they were deep
in ha.ppv pla.ns for the future ot the Young
Peoplcs Socxety ' . :

It any of those girls burt my aunts f.eel-' .

ings, and slight them because their ‘hair is

gray," said Tom''to.himself .as he ‘hurried

home, ‘I—I—if t.hcy were boys I’d knock
them down.” . ... : i

The organizers of the New Salem Con-
gmgdtlona,l Young People’s Society-had a
fairfield and every favor; the few grumblers
were soon silenced, if not convinced, and the
work went forward rapidly. The-first meet-
1ng was to be beld on a Monday night, and
all who bad ‘any intention of joining: wera
asked to attend. - The little old maids were
all alive with pleasure and anticipation, and
Tom shut his teeth and swore vengeance on
anyone who would dare to dampen their

. enjoyment. :
Behold them then, all smiles and bows and -

flutters, setting off to the Monday night
meeting, with Tom stalkmg along behmd as
rear-guard,
something the very first night?’ asked' Miss
“We will be

Sarah, decidedly, as she’ clutched her hymn-

book tightly to hide the sha,klng of her hand *
and lowered . her voice t6 a8’ pieré¢ing whisper.

as-they mounted the church steps, - At the

door’. their pastor wa.s wmtmg to shake

hands., - e
“OH; Miss ‘Mitchell,” *

said he oordially,

‘you-hiave comé- 40 . wish 7 otr young people"
Godspeed in ‘their new venture—you are.

Just in time — they are starting the ﬁrst
hymn.’ :

‘We intend to jom, emd Miss Mitchell
simply; ‘we feel that the time for systematic
wffort of the young people has:fully come;

‘Oh—ah—yes,’ replied the pastor, a little
taken. aback; ‘we are very glad; you will
find seats up near the orga.n

It was a splendid meeting, a.nd promised'

a most hopeful future for .the society. The
need, object, and aims of the organization
were fully explained and discussed, the :n-
founded prejudice against it as a movement
broken down and its usefulness exalted. I
doubt if there was onme in the meeting whe
did not feel that it was the dawning of
fresh life for the churchthe birth of a hew
force in the bosom of the old. No one was
asked to sign the pledge tha.t night, but all

were prowded with copies for home study-

that their decisxon might be careful and
prayorful. The Miss Mitchells were & trifle
disappointed at this. They longed to sign
the cards at once and feel themselves mem-
bers; as it was, they nearly missed getting
them at all, for no one thought of the ‘threa
The meeting
broke up without anything occurring to mar
their happiness, and Tom, consxderlng the
danger passed relaxed his vigila.nce 80 far
as fo 11mger behind at the close for a pri-
vate chat with his chum, -

As they waited for him outside in the cool

darkness, the hearts of the three: sisters
were full. of thankful gla.dness for the new
impetus given to the Lord’s work. The
crowd of merry young people streamed past

them as they stood there in the shadow,
their clear vmces eohomg through the still,

night. One ‘voice was especially dlstinot
perha.pe beca.use of a ccrtnin pote. of sharp-
ness. It ca.me from a gaily dressed .young

‘Will we be expected to say.

-fresh yc-uug face;'

was :leaning..

agalnst the doorway, in the iull glare of th.

‘ strea.m of light,

It will not" pro've all they expect it will’

“she was -saying, w1th .a httle toss of her

hea.d ‘the, .pledge .is juet dreadful, no one
could ever keep .it—just ima,gme promxsmg

“to be’ present at every mneting wheth er you

wanted to.or not
thmk’ i
Miss Sarah looked: quickly at Miss Jessxe, o
who u.nderstandmg her wit.h ready sympa-
thy, whispered, “There ig orie Wé must help."’
‘Oh went " on the girl with a little la.ugh :
‘there are- saints enough in the church to
keep it up, ‘no doubt but there won't be
much. .room left for anyone - else——why just

tha.t’s gomg too fa:r, 1

imagme who is going to join—the three old’
‘maids, the Mitchelis!

~Why, the youngest
muet be fifty, it she's ‘a day, and, yet, they -
call it a “,Young Peoples Society”’—if they
are young people why, I must be an infant,
that's" a.ll and the socxety s 10 plaoe for me.
Berlha Waitson says she won 't join either 1:

* the old people are going to have ‘the run: of

it——t.hey ve . had . their, day—let them step
asrde now and make room for others.” So

'spoke Miss M:\bel Stlrling, the young lady of
- the ga.y dress a.nd the hard heart. Perhaps.

she didn’t ‘just mean all she sald for she
happened to be in a bad temper, certainty
she spoke only for’ her.:e-lf and two or three,
others out of the whole soclety, but all this
did not tend to softcn the effect of her words
upon. her. hea.rers ‘The three -old. ladies.
were stru.ck htera.lly dumb with astonish--
ment.  They did not try to argue.the ques-
tion ‘with themselves, or. reflect.. that, Miss.
Sterhngs ‘opinion could be .of. no poeslble.
importance to- them;: the bltterness ‘of her,,
words struck home to. their hearts, and, they-
felt What ghe had’ called thom—old old and’
tlred,- and qu1te _revmovcd from the crowd ot:‘
they. had thought to join.. |
T ‘We won’t wa.lt fox Tom_ to-mght’ 5&1.1(1. '

: Mlse Mattie a.fter a mmute, ‘we are; quite —

oid epough to’ take ‘care of oursolves. .
So  alone’ and silent they turned . home-
werd If you had watched them you would

have noticed that their .steps were slower
‘and their heads not held so lightly as usual

—the burden of a new found age was lying

"heavily upon them. Miss Sarah, thinking

of her once gloesy black hair, reflected that
it would soon be almost white, and sighed
heavily. Long ago somebody had said that
her hair was very beautiful. Miss Mattie’s
eyes were dimmer than usual. that night, for
ghe stumbled over a stono, and fixing her
specta.cles more firmly thought it was high
time she was gettmg stronger oncs, hile
Miss - Jessie felt her faco stealt.h;ly wmh a
shaking haud, and wondered ‘how many
furrows the years had ploughed eerose the
once smooth forehead.

Nothing was said between them on .the
subject of their disillusion until they gather-
ed for fa.mily worslnp The portion chosen
was the first part of the twenty-ﬁrst chapter
of Revelation, and it happened to be Miss
Saral’s turn to read.. When she.came.to the
words, ‘Behold I make all things new,’ she
paused, for her firm voice was trembling
sadly.

‘Sisters,’ said she, closing the book gently,
‘we shall' be” young once more——then ?

‘After all,’ spoke up Miss Jessie, bravely,

‘though tears glittered in her bright cyes, .

‘it is not so very terrible to be old—when
it's only .for a little while,, and we were.
young omce, we havo that to remember. As
she said, we have had our day of youth, and
though our, hairs may be gray and our eyes
dim still our hearts are young, and we Know

- that though “man looketh on, the. outwa.rd .

a.ppearanx.e, God looketh on the hea e
‘You. are. right, sister,’ said Miss Mattie,
with a brightor face, ‘It is the body that is .

growing .old, and we can't bla.me the .young .




socxety, bt 1 hz.ve been thmkmg we mxnht
have one of our own.'
' ‘What"’ cried Miss Jessie, wondermgly,

‘Do you really think so"’ ‘a smile atealin,, ,'
" may meet and seek the Lord together, keep-
ing all bearts in living, loving commumon»

about the corners ot her mouth.

‘Yas, of eou.rse — we .cam- call it hhe

0.P.S.C.E.’ ‘

. ‘Qur Personal Society of C E "I suppose,’
‘gaid M:ss ‘Mattie, -
Jessie laughed.

give as that,’ sald she,

' bership is likely to be limited.
Society” is what I meant.’

+Oh,’ sighed Matitie, ‘T had forgotten.

‘Nothing qmte 80 exclu-
‘though the' mem-
“0ld People’s_

" ‘Why should we mot forget?' said Smh,"

‘it 'will do-no good to.bo always thinking
‘we are old. Suppose we remember nothing
but that our hearts are young,’ and try to
Kkeep them so until that time when our new
body shall be given.us? The society will be
- a help—let us pray about it.’
'So the "O.P.S.C.E. of Vine Cottage was
- ushered in with prayer, and every Monclay'
pnight, when the young people met in the
churoh the old ladies met in their tiny sit-
ting-room, and the Spirit ot the I.ord was
with both gatherings.

But the new formed society was not dos-
tined to remain in obscurity.

ing over the Miss Mitchells, They seemed
to be getting over their timidity, they spoke
_in"the church prayer-meeting, they shook
“hands with - stra.ngers going out of church;
_ they seemed to be formed into a kind of
general gocial - commxttee for all’ ooca..ions,
and they were induced to take ofice in thé
. Missionary Society, and Miss Mitchell actu-

" ally made a speech. Last, and best .of all,

" they were a’ look-out com_mi’ctee vnth every
member a,ctxve, and the work they ‘did ‘of

gatliering in the wandering will never be ’

known till that day when the great book
ghall be opened and the thoughts ot all
hearts revealed.

Now the pastor of New Salem church was

" @ shrewd 'man, and his parsonage "~ gtood

- within a stones throw. of Vine Cottage So.

it ha,ppened that when,’ 4s He lay sick ‘at

,‘ - hiomo "one Mornday evening, the echoes of a
C.'B. hymn ﬁoasted through the ‘open win-

dow, ‘he determmed to find out whencé they’

.came. Not from the church he knew, for it
stood &’ good many blocks away, and the
ohly house within hearing distance which
boasted an organ was Vine Cottage, As
he thought of this an idea struck him, and
forgettlng that he was supposed to be 11l
with 2 bad headache (or, rather, forgetting
even the headache itself), he caught up his

hat and set off without dela.y to make a pas- -

toral call,

“Yes,  the three Miss Mifchells - were at
home, but they were very much confused
and did not seem prepared for company.
The organ stood" open and Miss J essie, with
a very red face, was stufﬁng a C. E. hymn-
book under a copy of the Psalms in  metre;
other copies of the same hymnbook were ly-
ing.on two different- chairs from which the
flurried occupants had arisen. ‘

“There is no necessity to hide that hynn--
book Misg ‘Tessle,’ cried the pa.stor gema.lly,

‘I havé caught you in the act’ ,
© 'So the’ discovery was = made, a.nd the
0.P.S.C.E. cou.ld hide its face in the tiny
sitting—roum no Ionger After a little klnd
pérsuasion ‘its origin and’ “history” wore rec’
lated, and it was a vory delighted man, with
a brain full of a2 new ided who, left thé cot-
tage that night, for the sisters’ had thrown
open their home- and’ théir soclety to all who
were old and Who wanted 'a young' heart,” -

‘It will revolutiomze the prayer-meetmg,
' my dear, said he to his wife, that night, « ‘It
will overcome ,timxdxty, prosiness, and con-

o people for not knowing a.bout our sou.ls.'
+ . 'We-will not be stmmbling—blocks to the new

Before' long .
the people began to wonder what was com-

’I‘HE MESSENGDRL

ventionallty, 11. will ﬁll up ‘the pauses break

down years of soulless custom, and make us’

all youbg together “Mind, the prayer-meet-

ingis not to be merged into the society, but

the soczety will leaven the. prayer-meotm"
It w111 make it a place where .young and old

until that day when ‘he shall. ma¥e all
thmgs new.and all dxstinc’mons vanish be-
fore hig throne.

Two Kinds of Self-Sacrifice.
(By Mrs. C. F. Fra.ser.) N

‘What a. kind, self-sa.cuﬁcmg gxrl your

daughter Susie is,’ said I one day to Mrs.

Carew, as we sat together on the peach ‘at
Dulse Cove. ‘All the lcng, sunny afterncon

she was amusing the - children from the..

Summer hotel, and now they are shouting
with joy because she is going to wade with
them until the supper-bell rings. :

. ‘I it not a pity that your Alice is not
more like her? Iam very fond of Allie, but
I sometimes wish she were less quiet and
retiring, and that she had more of my favor-
ite's dlsposxtion, )

Mrs. Carew sighed, as she glanced toward
the group of merry chudren, of which her
daughter was the centre.

‘Susie is obeying the whim of the moment ’:
she said quietly,

quite another story. She will fret because
her, skin will .be red and rough from the:

burnmg it has received to-day, and ghe will -

be rea.lly ill. with the sore throat that invari-

ably’ follows her wading expedmons. In’

fact, . 'instead of wxshmg that Alice were
more like her, I often wish that Susie would
learn from her sister to be guided by a sense
of duty rather than by rassing impulses :

My face must. have . shown. the surprise I
felt at her words, for Mrs.Carew, \mth be-

coming dignity, added:

‘I do not often talk of my children with
anyone_ outside of my family; but you are:

.an old and valued friend, and it.is not right
_that you :should. give Susie 'the credit: for

virties which belong more : pa.rtlcularly to
her sister.
‘It is true Susue has saer:ﬁced her a.fter-

noon- to give pleasure to these chlldron but ”

to enable her to do so Alice has given up
the whole day to.performing some of her
sister’s neglected work, and to-morrow the
whole family will be called upon to help
Susie bear the burdens which she so un-
thinkingly assumes to-day. Alice’s idea of
seif—sa,cnﬁce is & very diiferent one, Let me
tell you a httle sbory, in order to make my
meaning plam

“Pwo winters ago ‘times were very hard,
and each morning chronicled a dozen fail-
ures in the business world. It was a time of
great anxiety for Mr. Carew Bvery ‘day some

- firm which ho had oonsxdered solvent went

down, and as some ‘of them were heavily in
debt to him he began to Dbe.very doubtful
as to his ability to weather the storm.

‘Alice had been in the office for some.
months as his secretary. . She knew ‘more’
about the state of his brusiness than any one,
else, and when my husband was taken ill
with pneumonia she was pracucally left in
charge of all his affairs.

‘One day, after banking hours, a messen-
ger came "to say that a note in Mr. Caréw’s
fa.vor, endorsed and discounted by him, ha.d

been dishonored by the makeér, and the
‘bank . required immediate payment ot the

amount. The note was for a large sum of
money, and’ Alice knew but too well that the
ba.la.noe in the bank to her fa.thers credit’
was far from suficient to meet. it. She also
W well aware that'if the note’ was not- re-’
deemed promptly upon tho apéning of the

“To-morrow it will be.

. obJect of her errand.’

x

bank that her fa,ther 8 “eredit would be seri-
ously” impaired, ‘if not-ruined.) . -
‘Ta.kmg the notice;’she hurried to:the of—

fice of a friend to whom Mr, Carew had once .

_offered a sigpal’ financial service, and who
"in return had ‘agreed to assist him if he were
ever in a similar strait. But alas! the office

was closed, and a notice on the door told her

that ‘Mr. Barnes had gone to his country
house and- would not return to the city until
the following afternoon, It was evident

that there was no time to lose, but as she .

hurried to cateh the first ear to tho railway
depot, sha remembered that we would be
anxious at home if she did not return at

. thoe usual hour, go she paused long enough

to send a.telephone message that I was not

“ to be alarmed if she remained out until a

late hour, or even spent the aight thh a
friend.

‘On a,rnvlng a.t the’ depot what 'was her
dismay to find that the last train for High-
‘bridge had left ten minutes before and that
there would bo no outward train unm the
following motning.

‘It had been growing cold and blustery all
the afternovn. - Flurries of spow now began
to set in, and a keen wind had sprung up.
It was in vain she tried to engage a cab
from the neighboring cab-stand. The men
all declined to take the long, cold drive at
any price, and as there was nothing else te
be done, Alice set out to walk the whole dis-
tance'of ten miles.

"'The road is not a lonely one, for houses
skirt it nearly, all the way, but it could have
been' no’ easy matter for a naturally timid,

* retiring girl to set out on her errand at twi-

light in the face of a dnvmg gale, that in—
creased in violence every ‘moment. .
“She was four hours -in reaohmg I-Iigh—
bridge, and when she ‘arrived -at Mr. Barnes's
housé it was all she could do to-stumble up

the- front steps of the verandah and ring ’

the door-bell." In fact sho was so thorough-
Iy oxhausted that she quite alarmed our
friends by laughing ‘and crying all in one’
breath as sheo eudca.vored to make plain the

to make his ‘promise good thé p}uck and
spirit of the gir], who had trudged ten miles
through a blmdmg snow-storm: {0 preserve
her father’ s credit, would have impelled hxm

‘to a.dvance the needed amount,

" ‘Mrs. Barnes insisted on keeping her over
night, and ministered so thoroughly to her
comfort that by the morning Alice was able
to take the first train into the city. She
entered the bank as soon as the doors were
opened, and at once banded in Mr. Barnes’s
cheque, which was placed to the eredit of
the firm, redeemed the dishonored note and
allayed all fears as to the mlvency of her
father's -business. :

‘Mr., Carew has never forgotten the sxgnal
service she rendered him that day. I thiek
that nothing in our family history has ever
touched him so deeply.’ .

Just here Susio came running up from-the
the beach., ‘Oh, mother, she said, ‘I am
so tired! Do let me have your arm home!
Do you think you can mend this great rent
in my dress before to-morrow merning, and
do you think it will matter if I do not go to
prayer-meeting to-night? I am sire T must
look like a fright, and that stupid throat-of
mine is beginning to pain in a miost un-
reasonable way!’ ’

Mrs,” Oarew’s eyes met’ mino with- a, keen

100k of questioning, and I acknowledged
with a glance that I had been entirely mis-
taken - in my ‘judgment. . Somehow, from
that moment the pretty face of my former
favorite lost much of.its _attractivenéss to
me, and my respect quickened-and deepened
for the quiet sister who had braved the bit-
ter. cold, the.lonely walk. the.Zatigue, and
the doubtfnl errand, lest evil should come o
those she Joved.—The Epworth’ Hera.ld v

'Mr. ‘Barnes. haa often -
--said that even if he “had been” quite unwxllino .
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school she is a.dilferent pemon
- for this change- s ‘that' she-has ‘ot only

n"-“

The Week’s Orders.
(By Jessie M Gourley)

Since Susan has been a.ttendxng Sabbath—
The rea.son

".

committed- the Golden Text for the day, but

has appliéd it to Her:daily living, using. the
text of the preceding Sabbath. as her guide

dunng the week, or as Susa.n termed it,

. *This week’s. orders.’,
' Susan is one of those unfortuna.tes, who o
‘ha.vmg lost both parents.in. early . lite, has, -
* ‘just -growd,’ as Topsy would say.
‘find her at the age of twenty, w1t.h stooped -

We

shoulders tousled hair a face which might

- be. cleaner, . dress .with part of the binding .

hanging loose coat fastened w1th one but-
ton and two pins, gloves out at the fingers,
and a hat which would be .the Dbetter: for
a.cquaintance with thread and -needle, or
brush, prescnting herself ‘at Mrs. B.'s door .

one morning in answer to Mrs, B. s adver-

tisemnent for ‘help.

.

. -dent, in’ his opemng talk, called for. t.he__

_was, 'Who knows the Golden Text?
every girl answered, ‘Pray without ceasing.”

Mrs. B. is one of those women who can
see the angel in the lump of clay, or the

. rough rock, and seeing possibilities in Susan ..

which no one as yet had seen, hires her as
maid of all worlk. The Sabbath after Su-
san’s engagement Mrs, B. informed her that

the whole of Sahbath afternoon is her own:

to do as she wishes, and as there is a Sab-
bath-school "near by, she would like Susan .

to go there with her. .
i Susan felt she would rather go to. the"
" park for a walk, or see her old chum, Mag-

1ng, or-how hot an’ tron u wlll ta.ke to do
__tha.t.'

"I‘hen in serving mea.ls, thank him tor the
- gift” of his Son, who- set us tte. example of

serving others.. In’ caring. tor the' children‘
« For,” ‘Susan Green, you -

‘askk for patxence
need pa.tience if you need anythling.
‘And so on during the week, I am sure I

will find new blessings for thoh to be

thankful, and new duties in which to seek
his help

-So three months later, when we nga.in Py

Susan we. hardly recogmze her as the per-
son who applied to Mrs, B. for work,
Susan has been ta_.lking to a King, She has

been using.the door which Luecy “Larcom.

says is forever open between heaven and
earth,” ‘and Suean cou.ld not abide in the
secret of his presence,’ (tho'ut showing the
influence of tkat pr%ence in her every way.
So though we still have the same Susan, and

the same clothes in “which we first saw, her,
she. knows now the Lord is interested in-

herself, -her clothes and her work, and for
that reason she féels that she must do her
very best, and keep herslf as nearly as pos-
sible as the-temple of his' Holy Spirit should
be kept. v
And now cannot we who have greater op-
portunities, follow Susan’s example- in,
‘Praying without ceasing?” -As. we do our

different - duties, let us remember to invoke

God's aid.

“When enjoying. a great pleasure, thank
the ‘giver of that pleasure, ever remember-
1ng that he is able and wxlling to answer

gie, and was on the point of declining the. pleyers ~*Presbyterian Banner.’

inv1ta.uon “but "thought;

see what it. i like, a.nd as it only -lasts an.

- hour, I'can stand, it so long, and. it I don’t'j
ke it I needn't go again,’ x
" But Susan’s’ fea.rs, like most of our mvn,

were useless. She ig” ca,ptivated by the
inging. . Then she s put in a- class with

girls of her own age, who' are much betler .
dressed than she, but they. soon make her.

fecl she.is one of them. _

One thing puzzled her. The superinten-
Golden Text. To her surprise . the entire
echool spoke the word

Ing.

Now Susan knew what a golden pim, or .

ring, or watch Wwas, but had never heard of
a Golden Text.
And

Susan joined with them. At the close of
the lesson, her teacher asked:
tions?

‘Now,’ thought Susa.n ‘is my chance.’

‘Please, sir, why do you call the words,

" “Pray without ceasing;” golden text?

‘Mr. A. explained- to her kindly - that the‘

Golden Text was a verse taken as express-

. ing the subject they' were studying, and he

and- his class used it as their- specxal guide,

. during .the foilowmg week,

*ing? “Why she had no time for prayer only’

Susan was perplexed, ‘Pray without ceas-

at night before retiring. But Mr. A, went
on to say it-was not necessary for us to be
on our knées, or in-our own room to-pray.

_ God wouid hear and answer prayer whoerever

offered.

Monday was wa.shday at -Mrs. B.s, and
of course, a busy day, as there were six in
the family, ‘No praying to-day,’ thought
Susan, ‘but.— and Susan has an inspiration.
SWhy, yes, I believe I can pray without ceas-

" ing. . While T am washing the clothes., ' I

‘can ask God to wash-away-my sins: - ~ When"
I hang them- out, I will thank him for ‘the

bright “sunshine which' dries the ¢lothes so

In preparing meals. I can ask for
As I am’ ironing, why" pot have ‘God -

nicely.
belp:

help me ta.ke the wrinkles out of my temper;:
-and n.o one but God knows how -hard press-

.

‘I have never been -
to Sabbath-school and I will go- this-time. to-

‘Pray without ceas )

‘In class the first question

‘Any ques-.

‘help me in that particular way. -

A Commentary Got by
Prayer. '

der 'Cumming, DD {s “well ‘aunthenticated.

A very worthy-'man- was. passiig homeward ’

‘through a side sireet, when he saw a small
auction going on at a workmgma.ns door.

He paused on the outskirts of the crowd, i

~and found that the a.uctioneer was at that
momen't sellmg some’ books, ‘He could not
see more than that there weré seven' vol-
uines, six of them of the same set, and well
bound, * The price was ridiculously smail—a

few shillings; so he bid, and found himself -
.The six volumes"

the successful purchaser.
consisted of Matthew Henry’ s ‘Commentary,’
and another book, the na.me of which I for-
get. Tt then occurred to him that he had
been very hasty, as he had Henry’s ‘Com-
mentary,’ already.” ' On getting home the
books were put aside in a bedroom. - The

- game evening there came to him a poor mis-

sionary, resident in the same town, a godly

man, whose store of books was small, but-

whose " labors “were mcessa.nt and his ad-
dresses.many. After sitting for a tlme, the
owner of the books asked him, ‘well, friend,
what are you praying for just now? Oh,
for a good many thmsgs, as usual; but I

think at present I am asking. most earnestly
that God would give mé a book which I can't’

afford to buy.” ‘A book? That is strange!
What sort of a book may it be?" ‘Oh, well,
it is Matthow Henry’'s ‘“Commentary.” It

"would be a great help to me in'my work.”
. Business life makes people suspicious, and it

at once crossed the mind of the friend that
there was some attempt to take him in. So
he asked his visitor, “‘When did you see me
last"’
‘Did any one tell you what I had done to-
day"’ ..‘No; what-a- strange questlon' I
-haye not seen or heaid of you for some time;
And that- is- w'hy ‘I have called on you to-
night.’ -~ ‘And "you -had- no reason .to think
- that I could help you ‘with. that book which
you have been praying for? 7
" the last person I: should: have expezted to

;tell what ‘you mea.n.'
“-room.

- it to-day for- -you.”

Herald! . . .

Yor -

The' gentleman at once said, “Why?

- sharply, and then croaked out:
'_A chat!

.#'No; you were -

I cannot ’

‘Ask and it shall be ngen you. —'Christia.n

A Novel Salesman. , |

T H E M E s s E N G E R ', ST i ;

T da.resay not But

. the" book “is waiting tor you-in” t.he ’nefxt'

g .Go. in and you ‘will find it,” “tor- 1 .
_.don't. ‘doubt. that the Lord meant me to buy "~
‘In everything, by

‘prayer and- supphcntion, “with” tha.nksglvmg,
“Jet your requesis’ be made known unto God.

Gra.ndpa. Jenks!'s farm where. Flo and-

~Ha.rry were visiting, was not far’ from New
York - city. ' One morning Grandpa Jenks

Bald, ‘Harry, to-day we'll ta.ke 'F‘rohc to see

a parrot that is’ smart. enough to earn his

living.’

+‘Where shall we ﬂnd sueh a parrot"’ cried
Harry.

“Bvery day on the New York side of the
ferry, I pass a place where a parrot does a

_thriving busmess, was Grandpa. J enkss re-‘
plyy |

After dinner Gra.ndpa., and Flo and Ha.rry'
.and Frolic went over -the ferry into New

York, and there, near the ferry, a.lmost at
once, _the children’ noticed a throng of men
and boys around a little booth at a street
corner, and all.seemed to be watching some-

cthing curious and ‘amusing. . As they drew

nea.rer they saw that ‘the booth was a news

"stand .a, news-sta.nd that ‘appeared to.-be
- tended only by a fine green- pa,rrot

The green parrot walked  about.over: ‘the

.piles of newspa.pers ca.llmg out ‘Pa.per sn"'

Extra “Sun’ P
Gra.ndpa Jenks and hxs young peorple stop-
ped to.look, on. -Every few moments some

r'“'man would-’ come up, “take a pa.per and toss
. two cents into a little box. upon w'hich the
,,g'reen parrot, kept; an,eye -all the ; time At-

"The followmg ‘story, saye-thie Rev: J. El-l" sucistime the.bird . stopped;

head a.nd“sald ‘Tha.nkee’
.-'I‘hen hc begnn shouting again

_Extra. ‘Su.n"" . .

“Is it possible that the parrot keeps the
‘Suppose” sowme- .
‘body should cheat him by taking more than
one newspaper without paying for them,‘

stand alone? cried Harry

.how would ‘he.know?’ -
‘No one better try it,” answered Grandpa..

‘Once a boy, tried to steal two ‘Telegrams,’ o

but the parrot pounced upon him and gave

‘him. such a -pecking and mauling that he-

was glad to drop them. But, of course, the

parrot has a partner. Don’t you see him? -

In the rear of the booth there was a lad
of about Harry’s age. He had nothing to
do, however, but watch.the papers and the

-box and to come forwa.rd and make cha.nge

Gra.ndpa. gave Frolic some pennies and

- pointed to the two piles of newspapers, to.

show that he wanted one of each. Frolic
knew how to buy things. Besides, he had
been observing- the scene closely. He flew

from Harry’s shoulder to the stand, {n his

- blue coat and cap, and hopped along on

one leg, holding the money tightly cla.sped
in the other claw. i

The parrot news-dealer was very much
surprised to see his queer customer, and
was on thé point of driving him off.
when he saw the other parrot gravely drop
the pennies into the box, just as all his pa--
trons did, he smoothed down his feathers
again, and said, “Thankee,’ as. usual; “while
Frolic dragged away a paper from each pile
in his beak.

Harry and Frolic were ta,iking now with
' the boy,’ who told them the bird’ s name was
Ned, and I‘rohc thought he would be friend- .
.1y, too.

‘How do .you do? he. called out

politely. ‘ The other 'bird looked him over
"No time to
You clear: out' Paper sxr" .

Telegra.m" o

watch- the droil news-dea.]er

L nodded L hiB -

Pres.e'ntly a messenger-boy stopped to -
-Ned’s bright .
eyes aliways saw. what was’ going on. T A8

‘Pa.per" '

i

But

~Sun?

L\



..form, .he.: screamed: . “HI, Buttons, hurry
along. No idilnig. here" T ]
‘Oh, please!” put in Frolic, - ’
“Ned cocked- his  eye’ at him. - ‘Youclear

- -out. 1" he -croaked.
 messenger-boy. again, he: remarked, ‘Come,
" Hurry 'along! Hurry along!’ - till the little ‘

,"tellow had to go.—‘Little Men and Women.

'old and .live in Thornberry, near the.sta-
'tlon and ‘can see the cars every day.  Some-

“time$ I go to the wharf to see the boats

" spring when the lumber

. .have no pets except a cat and a colt.
-.reading in the fourth reader
brothers and three sisters.

’ "Messenger

-

.1y letter for ‘want.of news..

-eighty- “rods from the- ‘school-house..
«:in the. fifth reader.
.a day.’ Ia.mtenyearsold .
-.thers, one.is thirteen years -old the other ™
‘We have. five wild ‘ducks;

‘nea.rly twelve. )
We have .

comg in. I have two sisters older than I, '~
“and ‘one” younger,. We all go to Sunday- -
I like'read- -

school, and get the ‘Messenger,’
ing the letiers, but sometimes my sister
readsthem for me.

- . . . JOHN

Fulton ‘Brook, N.B.

. Dear. Bditor—I .read in the fifth -book.
~We have a mile and a half to walk to school. -
There-is going to be a social in the school-.

hiuse, at Gaspereaux, to-morrow night;© It

is twelve miles to” the nearest railway from -

where we live. I guess I will- have to close
ESSIE aged 13

¢ . Fulton Brook, NB
Dear Editor -—We live on the bank of Sal-
mon River, It is very pleasant here in the
is going downm,
People’ gét their living here by lumbering in
the winter and farming'in the summer. T We
am
I have four

v

CLEMENTINE aged 12.

SR Henry, S Dakota..
Dear Edltor,—I have taken .the ‘Northern
‘for a.bout one - year. and two

months, and like it very much. I live sibout
am

we had seven, but two ran away.’
five work" horses, one colt, which was three

U.years old on July 4, and one little black. one;

. three brothers and two sisters.

. I am in the fourth reader at school. -

four calves and one hundred and. two chrck-
ens and seven little pigs. We have four

" cats. - Grandma gave me one, his name is

Tom. He is fourteen -years ‘old; We g0
three miles to.church and Sunday-school. I
get breakfast nearly every mornmg while
‘mamma takes care of the milk from six cows.
‘Papa is making hay now. - Although I live’

so far away I would hke to oorrespand Your ...
. reader, . .

LAURA

' " St. Etienne, Que,

Dear Editor,—I always read the Boys’ Pa-ge
and the Children's Corner, in the ‘Witness,’
and all of the ‘Messenger.” I go to school
all the summer and have a garden. I have
We have a
dog named Carlo, and a little black kitten.
There

Then, turnins to- the:
a.nswenng the questlon. _Both. ot these let-

- ‘Boon as he caught sigh*t of the boy's unte -

'Correspondence |

“ Deéar Blitor,-—T am a little boy, nide years

I remain yours, o

: I have . pine-studies-in. ;
-I.have:two bro-

are only eleven scholars. 1 hope to see this -
prmted soon. ~Your 11tt1e reader,

EDITH, aged 11,

Annan Ont.
Dea.r Ddxtor,——I have two brothers and two
gisters. I am the youngest. I have a Jer-

- sey calf, a little pig, a cat, and two kittens.,

" has given me my choice.

* hundred -persons on board.

“ber.
'«place ‘called ‘Put-in-Bay. It consisted of a

I was on the excursion from Owen Sound to
Midland, on the ‘Majestic,’ on.the 9th civie
holiday. I was seasick for a while; other-
wise I had a very good time. I saw my
uncle-and cousins and returned home at nine
o’clock -at night. There were about twelve
The harvest is
almost gathered in this.week. Your loving

friend,
JESSE, a,ged 9,

: . Detroit.
Dear L‘dit;or,—-—One of my aunts in Ontario
The ‘Messenger ?
or a Christmas card, for'my Christmas gift,
‘and I have chosen the former I can sin-

* cerely say that it is d’pleasure for me to
. read. this paper, and I watch for it eagerly -

every week. On June 30 I.attended the 9th
annual excursion, given’ by the Fort Street
Presbyterian Ghurch of which I am ‘a mem-
The ewccursion ‘was to the beautiful

musical- and literary ' entertainment; The

J

A friend wrote Irom AJgoma asking a “quos- -

'tion which ‘eould.not have been answered off

~hand.. By the same:mail came o letter from

Colorado-to one connected with the “Witness’

Sl e LA Strange Comcrdence.

ters a.rrived on July 27,"but for a certain rea..’
_son were not published. .However, so many
“rWitness'  subscribers have been asking'the
‘question that'it has been decided to reproduce ‘
-the two letters referred to.. -
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There is contrast as well as likeness ‘be-
tween the Montreal ‘Daily Witness,’ and the
ima.ginarv Raymond * ‘Daily News.’ The
‘Witness,’ has always been conducted on the
same prmciples, and every advance has been
in the direction of those principles, while
the Raymond ‘Daily News’ had a past his-
tory which it decply regretted. Again, the
complete change which was necessary in the
Raymonid ‘Daily News,’ on iis conversion,
made necessary outside support to the extent
of half a million dollars, while the ‘Witness,’
by a kind of providence has had all along

enough support to make it a truly remark-

able success without -any such gift.- The
‘Witness,’ is, however, so far as is known,

- the only large city daily newspaper that has

attained success on these lines. This is not
true of oourmtry papers. There are liere a.nd

Wﬂu

~there papers,

. world

o *«3«( Colitial ww""
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like, for instaunce, our good
neighbor the Huntingdon ‘Gleaner,’ which
has been governed by high principles, and
has shown evidence of rugged independence
through storm and sunshine, and which has
been, (and may it long continue to be), a

power for good in the community. It is
said that the publishers of a very successful
Chicago weekly are talking of starting In
their city a Christian daily -newspaper, of

.which one of the foundation stones would be

prohibition, - The star tmg, conduct, and suc-
cess of such a newspaper in Ohxca.go ‘will be
watched with greéat interest. - If it succeeds,

‘the hope may be entertained that.the'ven-

ture wil Ibe repeated in many other places.
In the meantime the ‘Witness, remains
unique a.mong the grea,t newspapers of the

e

' vformer of whroh 1.took part in,. na.mely —

‘Rememeber the Maine,” and two duets. )
I am very fond of my piano, and practice
every day for three hours, at least. T also
attend the. Tappan School; .T. was, recom-
mended to' the seventh gra(le .

1 belong to the Rhea Mission Band. We
have our vacation:at-present, which will la"t
un the first Sunday in September.:

I must not. forget my little dog, whose

'na.me is Carlo

Heisa peculhr do in ap—
pearance, havmg a - black- zmd-whlte coat,

-four white paws, and the strangest thing of
-all-ig that his.eyes are not.-alike, one being
‘blue the other brown. -He i3 nght years old.

Pardon me, but’ I would be pleased to read

-apother .letter ‘from Eva May, of Cornwall,

and also-letters. of . a3 many: others as wm
write,.  Your- aﬂ!octionate reader.
oo “ORA, aged 15.
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‘chain of daisies, and had also gath-
ered a large bunch of buttercups,
~and now she was glad to rest a

- 'Helpful Gracie. =~ When I go to heaven, I ghall ask
' f He will let me help Him. -
"¢ You need not wait till then, my.
ear little Gracié, to be of use to
Him, for every time you do a loving
“helpful action' for others, God sees
it from heaven, and He is pleased,
answered her mother softly. -

 Little Gracie was tired out with 1
play. She had made-the most lovely q

little while by mother’s knee, and
thread. her needles for her. - .

Gracie was a very "loving' little' 5 few minutes she was again play-
girl, and her great delight was to * ing in "the micadows, her  loving

be of use to those whom she loved, little heart full of thought as to

Gracie was quite content, and in -

_sun up in the sky ?’

THREADING MOTHER’S NEEDLES. -

and many times she would spare
mother’s steps by running to " do
some little errand for her. '
~ ¢ Mother,” said Gracie, ‘I want to
know something.’ _

¢ Well, darling, what is it ?’

¢I want to know who holds the

Mother was silent for a moment,

thinking what was ‘'best to say .
‘to her Little girl- - -

. Without ‘waiting for an answer
the child added, . '

‘I g’pect God- does;,mjot‘_']iér;v’ S

¢ Yes, dear,’: said her mother with

- smile,:¢ you are quite right.’ . ..
yper ‘How' His arms must- ache!

how she could best help those
around her.— Our Little Ones’

Nan’s Sympathy Bureau.
~-Nan WQS in the cosy sitting-room,

her rosy face resting in her hands,-

watching the bright tongues of
flame in the cheerful fireplace, now

- darting up in spiral beauty, only to
fade away again-in a tiny volume.

of smoke. o
‘Im just like them !’ she ex-
claimed, slowly. ‘I try to do some-

‘thing to-'be useful, and—well, T'm

just like you, little flames; somehow
. I cah never accomplish anything?
The last--was said aloud, and as

. 'Na.n threw I;ack‘lielj curlsshe noti& ‘-
‘ed- Grandma Allen standing in the -
doorway. Aot

CTut ! tut

!'my little girl! re-

* proved grandma, ‘gently; ¢if we do

the best we can, we are not the.ones
‘to’ measure the good we do—we
canft!’ S
¢ T—suppose—so,’ said Nan, slow-
ly, ‘but thén, what can a girl'no
older than X'do? If I had money, I
might establish reading rooms for.
the poor, or lunch counters, where
poor working-girls could get a nice
warm lunch without paying any-
thing for it, or something else really,
worth doing; but, grandma, it takes
means, and -all that I haveé in the
“world would hardly buy one maga-
zine, or a single plate of doughnuts.’
¢Never . mind, child, there are
things you can do just as worthy as
those you mention—things, tco, that
perhaps nobody elée, could possibly,
oo SR ETEEET
Just then the warning bell rang,
and with a good-by kiss Nan gath-
ered up her books and hurried away’
to school. L
'All the morning she kept ‘think-
ing of grardma’s remark: ‘Things
that pérhap$ nobody else could pos- -
sibly do> ,
‘I wonder what they can be, and
Nan rested her serious little face in.

. j . hgi- :h‘ ~.nds, Wlth hel'elbOWS On the ;
Codesk. R

‘As sheé was standing neai -the
cloak room door-at recess, she over-

- héard Maud Atkins refer to Beth :

Johnson’s grief at her mother’s
death. '

- ¢I pity her, said Maud, ‘but I
don’t feel that I can do anything for
her; she’s not of our set. Her mo-

ther has done our washing for years,

you see—that’s how I happened to
know her. : ‘

-Nan turned, and as she did so she
saw Beth, who hadn’t left her seat
-at-recess, with a mournfully pinch-
ed face, fondly regarding a tiny
plain gold ring, worn dangerously
thin. ~ =

¢ Her mother’s,’ thought Nan,

Quietly slipping to her side, Nan
took ome little hand in hers, and
when the girls came back to their
seats at the ringing of the bell,
Beth’s face wore its first smile since
her mother’s death. =

“All the remainder of the session

: Nan felt happy. "¢ guess it’s what
grandma meant,’ she thought.

‘The next day, and the next, she .
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‘found some - little, Way to help, all‘ |
unconscmusly, somebody about her,
The old colored Jamtor felt pleased,

all day long at the smlle with which™
- she greeted him as she passed hlm )

in the entry

“¢Bless her honey chﬂ’—she’s a

sunshme ray fo’ sure,’ he murmured,
as he closed the door ‘behind her.
MISS Norcross, the teacher, "as

Nan took her hand: and’ bade her a

pleasant good -night, felt ‘the cares

of the day grow lighter ‘and her .

Worh less irksome.
I tell you, Nan,’ said her brother

’l‘ed one morning, as she whispered

to him not to. mind the- weather,

for another day would surely come'
in which he could try his new-
bicycle, ¢ you do a fellow good just

by your sympathy. Td adv1se you,
little sister, to put out your card—
“ Sympathy Bureau ! Conducted by
Nan Armstrong,
ready to sympathlze with any one
in trouble. Office hours, from morn-
mg till bedtime.” And as for pay’—

‘Pay 10 Ted’ mterrupted Nan,
smlhng,
jg. Ever since I've tried to be
kind and helpful to. others’—

K You’ve found ” brohe m Grand
Joyful contented 11t .
tle self all the t1me— and that there

. ma, Allen, ‘5

are some thlntrs that nobody else
could poss1b1y do!’

~¢Yes; and what you said, grand
ma dear, led me to find out what
they are,’ said Nan, sweetly, giving

grandma a love kiss as she spoke.—

‘A. I. Caldwell, in ¢ Zion’s Herald.

The Children’s Prayer.

To say my prayers is not to pray

Unless 1 mean the words ‘I say; .
" Unless I think to Whom I spealx,
And W1th my heart His. favour seek

In prayer we speak to God above,
, We speak the blessed Saviour’s love
"We ask for pardon for our sin,
‘And grace to keep us pure within.

But oh, if I.am found to smile,
Or play, or look about a while,
Or think vain thoughts, the Lord
. will see,
'‘And how can He be pleased with
me ?

Then let me, when I try to pray,

Not only mind the words I say,

But always strive with earnest care,

To have my heart go . with my
 prayer. B |
——¢ Children’s Friend.’

who is always .

‘that comes without. aglk

Bertle and His Mamma

Bertie feels so happy when . the
time' come. for h1s bath. He likes
to splash about in the Water and
chase the “soap. and sponfre Then
he - is - l1fted out on to mamma’s

knee, and rubbed nice and’ dryyv1th,

a soft towel.

Mamma loves 'Bertle very much -
and Bertie loves his mamma too.
Although he is such a little boy,-;

Bertie is learning to please mamma

by doing just what she wants h1m~‘;

to do.

That is the ‘best way in which .
other little boys and gu_~ls can show -

) geted about the room and thrummed

on the Wmdow t111 she Was nearly
distracted. - '

¢1.wish you would read me. some
of your new plcture booh’ she sa1d .

at last. -

‘T don’t like readmfr out’ sald'

Otto, ¢it’s  like having school.”

"¢ Tell me some of the stories then.! .
-Qtto frowned; and pulled out:the-
Then his-face

book and opened it.
cleared. ¢Look here’ he sa1d ‘T1

put it on the floor, and then you-ean-

just glance.at the p1ctures and «o
on: \VOI'lxlIl"’" A
¢ That’s ﬁne, szud Lena

!

how'much they love thelr parents

‘And we can all- _show our love to
Jesus Christ in the same way—Dby

doing just what He wishes us to
do.—* Our Little Dots.’

Otto’s Half=-Holiday.
¢ Lena, come and have a game !’
¢No, I can’t,y said Lena, quickly,
¢there was a frost last night’
Otto stared 'at her blanxly.
‘Well? be asked, “what about that?
Lena laughed a little. ¢It’s like

this, Otto : in the summer I promis- -

ed old Hans a pair of mittens for
the winter, because he has rheuma-
tism in his knuékles; and here’s a
frost and there is only one dome.”

¢ Humph !’ grumbled Otto, ‘that’s
all very well; but on a half-holiday
afellow wants a game. Can’t you
do it to-night ?’

Lena shook her head dolefully..

She wished now that she had not
spent so many evenings reading her

_ library book. Hans’ gloves had sug-
- gested themselves, but she had said,

¢ Plenty of time yet,” and now Otto
wanted a game and could not kave

one.

- She got out the ]xnntlng rather.
«Jowly and sat down, and Qtto fid-

" deringly.

Otto lay down on the floor - and;
tirned over a few pageés, and Lena’s

needles went click, click; click, till
suddenly Otto said, ¢ Well, I never.!
Here’s the very thing tlie master
talked about to-day.” '
launched into a description, and fin-

‘ally, somewhat to Lena’s amuse-

ment, he began reading aloud from
the book.
teresting, and ‘the mittens were
getting on at a great rate when Otto
suddenly ceased readxng, turned
over on his back, and said, ¢ Lena !’

‘'Well 27
- ‘Has old Hans any logs in h1s
yard ?° ‘

Lena considered somewhat won-
" ¢Yes, she said at last,
‘T believe he must have, because
he said he wished he was ten years

_younger and could chop them up.

¢ Who chops them ?’ said Otto.
¢ Peter Venn,’ said Lena ¢and he

takes half for doing it. Isn’t thata

shame ? I’d do it for nothing if I
¢ God help me evermore to keep
This promise that I make, _
I will not swear, mnor. smoke, nor
chew,
Nor poisonous liquors take.
T'll try to get my little friends
To make this promise, too;

: And every day I'll try to find

Some helpful work to do.’.

" Then  he’

It was really very in-’

g
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LESSON. XXVIII — TOBACCO CHEWING.’

1,18 tobacco, a- food" L
.No. ~Toba.cco -is. not’ in a,ny wa.y 2 food

It slunts the growth-instead.of making the
body grow, and wea.kens 1nstead ot strength-_v.-

.. ening it -
8 Why, - then, do pcople put: xt in thelr
mouths" .
" .Onmly to spit; it out again, and beca.use the

" body, ‘when. . it has- grown used to. 1t ha;s a,

cra.vm,, for.it. !

.3, Which is worse, to smoke orto chew to— -

,baceo" S
- Chewing is more ha.unful o
4, In what" way does- it’do harm?. "~
In:several ways.

ting, the body is
‘tity of.saliva.” .. g
5. What is the eonsequence of this?
‘An unnatural thirst, which cannot be satis-
fied by water or any -natural drink, and
vhioh, in.a great number. of cascs leads to
- . the use of alcohotic liquors.: . -
© 6. What other consequence is there?

.away. One physwlaun says,. ‘Can we.wonder

‘that -the chewer is haggald when he spits-.
than six:'

"away -his own wexght ‘in’ less

) mombhs"'~ g

1. How does - the' loss of sauva aﬁfect the.

dlgeﬁtion of food? "
~The saliva i is nccessary to the proper dxges-

- be €0, .changed as -to strengthen -.the - body.

- Anything -which; wastes -the-:saliva- hinders,

;- the digestion; a.nd%ot course the strengthen-'
‘ing of‘the body."-
"~ .'8.-Does the t.obaceo do amy other harm? ..
< Yes, gome-.of - the juice of ‘the tobacco is
SIS suretobe swallowed, and its poison” irritates
2 0 'and makes sore the delicate surface of the
. stomach; - From the stomach the poison en-
ters the blood, and is carried by it to a.ll the
other organs of the body.

.9, What do physicians.say of the effects of

' tobaeoo on boys? . -
.They tell us of all sorts of dreadful ef-

fects, and that ‘no one who uses tobacco be- -

fore the bodily powers - are developed ever
makes a strong, vigorous man.’ = °

- No. -It makes- people careléss about other

habits. It .is a filthy and disgusting habit, .

: and those who indulge in it grow indifferent
- to oleanliness and purity in other ways, a.nd
' to the comfort of other people.
11." And how ‘do they show this? :
They take no pains to protect other people

from their foul . breath and disagreeable”

ways; spitting on floors and sidewalks, and
- continually -annoying sensitive people.

of tobacco?

.Bvil. company. ’I‘obacco users natura.lly

go ‘together, and, as-the worst boys always

- use it, better boys come to associate with
them, and . so’to: grow. bad.. They learn to
swear and drink, and do all: kinds of evil

" things..

13. Do you think 1t is'a sin, then to-use
tobacco? -

-It certainly. is a sm because lt harms the
body which God made, and which he declares

- to.be his-own temple a.nd beea.u'se it leads
to other. sins: .

14. What then is the only safe course to
© pursue? -

“To. a.bstz.ln wholly a.nd a.lways from the
© use of toba,eoo

Hmts to Teachers. -

. This lesson is s0 simple as to require little
‘simplifying. . Question the children regard-

understand the office of the saliva, and the

im‘porta.nce ot -preserving:’ its . purity and

abundarce.-
- show them: the flithiness of the habit:’-Gov-
* “ernmor. Morris ‘wa§- once asked: ‘if: gentlemen
smoked in. France.’ ‘He: replied ‘Gentlemen
slr, smoke nowhere!’

'(By Mrs Howard” Ingham, Secretary Non:-'

First it makes the saliva’
flow' too freely,: and as- it is -wasted. by spit- -
1obbed ot its needed quan-,

“office and. commenced . to_study .law..
- ‘how ‘changed . after- the varied - experlences
... of a few years’ college course. His lack. of
. ‘The body is very much weakened by thej

“loss of so much material as the chewer spits..

"tion of the food. . Without it the fcod cannot -

. of her boy! -

10, Is tobacco-using a gentlema.uly ha.bdt?'-

12. What other- evtls grow out ot the use:

_’ing the process of digestion,-to be‘sure they"

“Their “own .observation will..

little book ‘Facts About Toba.cco, i&ucd,

y the'Nationa.l 'Temperance Sdclety, will-be

Chalfent.)

zZens.
believed’ him 'to be. . In" business he was

heard the voice. of prayer, - His wife. was.a

model matron, a queenly and godly mother -
‘—justly.proud of her three chlldren and’tak-,
o ing great delight- in leading them in paths -
.- greet him.’

his 'acceptance thh God—endowed | with & °
- néw spirit and tra.velling a new Toad. Sta.nd-
ing over her; he saw the deep wrimklw, ‘the -

of righteousness. )

< " Ray. was’the. only son. Ha,ving a bright‘
mind and -winning ways, he was an object

of the strongest possible: admiration as well

-found exceedmgly helptul in: teachmg this k
- ‘there_ the~ man’who-, had  been: - go* hard-’ of
_heart, fell on. his knees, -and’ in. broken tone i
was calling ‘on the ‘Lord-for ‘mercy.. A me=
.inent - more, and the -whole company was fn-
‘. prayer ‘while- every voice ‘was’ ‘hea.rd N

-L_for salvation - intense, and - his: purpose-to - T
“forsake sin:and lead a' godly life eomplete SIS
. Rxsmg from prayer the : cha.nged ‘counte~ . -
~hance ‘told the" mother *‘the.” changed " -life -

: Wilson Allyn was-the leadmg dry goods.
merchant of the- town in’which he lived,
and was justly rated as one of its best citl- -
" “In.the ‘church his: sta.ndmg was- .
" high,- and" his ‘influence gréat.” ' This was'
- right, for he was:every inch what.the world .

f-honest in_church zealous and liberal, while*
. arising from: his family altar theére was daily -

. as deepest: sohcltude in that happy home.
"Having -finished a" high school course, the’
- -day .of-his departure for -a -distant - college
'.-,?-came ‘The same . loving words of .counsel

" which have fallen on the ears of many a-
“noble ‘14d".under, similar: clrcumsta.nees were

now, given' to. him. and he was away, to live,

under  new ' surroundmge find . new com-_

panions.and’ form new habits. .
Four ‘ years sooD. - glided by, the coveted

‘sheepskin’.was placed in his hands, and re-

turning to his nativé town. he.entered an

profound . religious : conviction led him' to
choose as his college companions those who

ings. He.soon found himself-in the ‘swim’
with the ‘gay four hundred - of the coliege

town. 'At-the.end of‘the course he was pro-
-ficient. in . the aceomphshments of.;the four
“;-Ahundled——da.ncmg, weard ‘playing, the social .
- glass. . To his' beloved ones these facts ‘had:
‘never: become: known until he’ had. gradu?{t-:
8 .
'edcby a_ few individuals:for Telugu ‘evangel~

ed and ‘entered upon the. study vf law
then prided himself. upon’ his’ coela.l attain-

ments, and~sm11edr at: bhe‘pxety ot ms sis-_
‘ters..

It was’ w1th the. deepest sohcitude that his
mother began now to notice his downward
course in society.. How earnestly did she
pour out her.soul-to God -for the salvation
How tenderly she pleaded with
him' to walk in the good: way! But all
seemed in vain. -

.He loved her dearly, yet laughmgly pro-

-tested that her fears were groundless, that:

he was simply sowing a little wild oats, and

that in the race of life:he was sure to be a

winner. - But that did not satisty her mother
heart. - She seldom:had the comfort of see-

-ing him in his place in the house of God.
She - trembled as she began .to read in his.

eyes the story of the social glass run to ex-
cess. Her pillow wet with tears, she many
a night awakened. from a dream wherein

" she saw him seated by a.table in eompasxlx!y
8
thought of the’ possxbihty of ‘his bemg has- .

with ‘gamblers. . ‘But -worst of all,
tened. into the presence of the Great” .Tudge
clothed not in righteous garments. = -

A very few years passed by and friends
began to notice’ how-rapidly Mrs, Allyn was
aging. Her hair was becommg silvered, and

But:

. gave little heed to the church and. its teach-.

. . But to show a tender feeling,

furrows over deepening ‘appeared on her:

brow. The glow of health faded from her

cheek and her step was that of a weary wo--

man. People said she was dying of con-

- sumption. One.day she took to her bed,

never to rise again, The doctors consulted

together, looked: grave, and said:
case of mérvous prostration.” Ray was faith-
ful’in his attention to her, but found some

excuse for deserting her. presence when she .

spoke to him .of the better life.

It was a splendid evening in May When'

her. venerable pastor, Dr. Brumfield, called,

" and found the .entire family in- the - sick

roomn.. For forty years this beloved man of

welfare of a preelous human soul.

thé sick.) He then prayed for mercy on the
wa.yward son. .- Deepest solemmty reized

‘A bad”

_God-had ministered to the sick and dying. -
‘With. mighty power he seemed  to. plead,
‘when he'.cameg_ to God burdened with the .
On _this .
-partieular eévening. he prayed but briefly for

upon every hea.rt. Divme power was pre- ‘

sent-and:felt inevery soul:

-Ray approacheéd -his- mother s—hedside The‘ .
expreasion which-'met ‘her ‘gaze she.~had”.
" pever met in-the ‘same’ face’ before. Tt-was

the look of sheer despair.

. an-awful life I've.led and a- sha.me!‘ulu reeord:.

‘last time. into his. mother’s. face,” but her -

‘down under the though't that even his re-

‘the record. It was made by years of.folly

" this day the. words of a certain' governor

‘silvered hair, the furrowed brow,:the sunken’

'Tobacco or Evanvehzatlon*'

‘ ‘Lord’'s money," to spend it oh-tobacco or'in
giving the - gospel to ' perishing  men?:
. good many.ave giving  tobacco the- prefer-

. Through the’ streets, unmanued by gin,
- Which "your- ballot voted in, - -

‘Mother, sald he, in trembllng tones, '1t’ g ‘.—Vandalla., IIL-

I've made: . If” " God “will“have* mercy *—and

.Ray’s repentance was . genume, “his deeire.

within. ‘There was- joy- beyond - deseription .-
that- night 'in; .the - mother's heart—in.fact, ..
greater- joy than her distressed body’ could'f,
endure, She wept for:joy, she la.ughed for. .o tin
Joy, she sang songs of praise, ;" But ‘before -

. the dawn ‘of  another day, the, cold, ¢lammy,. - -
-finger of. death was upon her, and she: slept.‘

-Two' . days “later: Ray stood.gazing for the '

eyes saw. him’ not; - nerther -3id ~her: voice" .
“True, he was fully consclous: of -

silvered hair, the sunken ‘cheek* “For the
first “time- he ‘ fully”, realized: what -hand - it -
was that had so indellibly writtem -them on
this onee’ fair face ‘and ' brow. ‘Then he was '
‘almost - overwhelmed and ready ' to sink :

formation " and conversion had. unot altered

and could ‘not be changed.. " Even in the
cold clay all the world could.read ihe writ-
ing of a foolish hand. AsS Ray walked ‘to
the silent tomb.and home again ' and - for
many days and years, there came frequently
flashing :before his mind a- record “which
was un.cha.ngeable -and imperishable... To.

come often to his mind as he remembers the

g\eek What I have Wntten I have writ-i
n. - [ !

Whlch ?

'l‘he sender ot forty—ﬁve dollars eontribut- B

1mtion, says:-‘In- this amount you have tem -
dollars' that used to- be. spent- in.tobacco.’ "
‘Which:is the better' use . to make. of the

A

ence. They have money for. tobacco, (thab-
is, they. deliberately take the Lord’s momey
to buy it), but the times are.too hard for
them to give anything for evangelizing the -
heathen world. They will be able to say at.
last to their- Lord that they could not'do the
work that he gave them to do because their
g)sbffeo eost mem so much.—-—‘Ca.nadLa.n Bap-

Consxstency
(By Bessxe Baker in ‘Umon Slgna.l ")

You ‘believe in- prohibition"’

A most excellent position;

But, if anxious to promite it,

Why not straighten up, -and vote lt? w

-For-the victim who-goes reeling,

What is it but sham and: stn?

You ve ‘no use for temperam.ee cra.nks,
Never join fanatices' ranks’;*
-And the W. C. T. U.’s,
Whomn the whiskeyites abuse,
- Recognition you refuse;
“Which intelligence construes,
(Should it not?) as opposition,
To the cause of prohlbition.

‘What is zea.l or agitatlon

Fervent prayers-for men's sa.lva.tion,

Dut-a -farce—a mere profession —

" While you daily make concession

-To. the rum fiend in- posses:mn ’

-And, by ballots at the polls,

Set a prlce on human =ouls" :

b’wp a.nd think' (03 Chrxstian voter'

‘Can you stand as a 'promoter,” 7
‘Of a‘traffic so déstruetive, - oo

- Blighting: everything productive, E

-And. to every 'vice seductive, * -
“Bearing ouly saddest-sorrow- - R
" On_its tide’to-day,” ‘to~morrow, . i T

-While' you ' pray, “Thy: kingdom - come.
» And Thy wiil on oa.rth be. done"’ ’
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" wmssON Bil—sERT. 3+ -
Captivity of the Ten Tribes..,
‘fL Kings; xvil, 918, - Meriiory. versés 13,
14, Read II Kings, xvii., 1-23: Amos vi:
Hosea, v. . . o
 CGolden Text.
~ ‘If thou.seek him, he will be found of thee;
. but if thon forsake Lim, he will cast thee off
forever.—I Chron. xxviil,, 9. = . - E
Home: Readings."

M. IL Kinge vii., 1-23.—Captivity. of the Ten

T. Amos vii,,. 1-17.—The. captivity predicted.
W. I Chron. xxviii,, 1-9. — David’s warning
"against forsaking God.
T. Isa ix iv., 9-20—The vanity of idols.
F. Psa. cxv., 1:18—They that make them are
: ‘like unto them.’ = .
8. Col. iii., 1-17.—‘Coveteousness, which s
' idolatry,’ _ '
1-23, — “The wages .of sin_is
" death. . o

_Lesson Sto_ry.

The people of Israel, in careless indiffer-
“ence to the warnings God sent by the pro-
phets, persisted in- disobeying God and. so
working out their own ruin. - :

Outwardly they paid reverence to Jehovah,
but secretly . they practised idolatry in the
most. revolting: forms, - God was angry with
them, -yet he sent his prophets to-say that
if they would. repent and return to him; he

would still receive.them as his own children-

and bless them. But they hardened their
" hearts in unbelief. They knew that God was
mereiful, . and they . .did not .believe. in:hig
_promise” of *punishment. - They, rejected—his
covenant with them, and broke all his laws,
and turned to-the worship of idols. .
- They:followed the fashions of their ncigh-
bors,: and . made -golden -calves . to~ worship:

They worshipped the:sun, moon’ and stars,

and made- their children pass through the
fire, burning-them as a sacrifice to their hor-
rible idols. They also used ‘divination and
‘consulted with familiar spirits, a way of
finding out things which is strictly forbidden,
- (Deut. xviii., 10-12.) e R v
Because of all these sins and the awful
hypocrisy and lack of repentance, God sent
the promised punishment on his people. He
sent the King of Aesyria to take Israel into
captivily, and thus ended the kingdom set up
by Jeroboam the son of Nebat. :

Lesson Hints. .

‘Secretly’—thinking to hide their wicked-
ness from God bya cloak.of hypoerisy. The
soul that seeks to hide anything from God is
bound to fail. Secret sins eat out spiritual-

worship. : : R
‘Yo ghall not'—Exodus xx., 2-5: Deut. iv.,
15-19.

“Testified against’—sent warning messages

to them. Their most secret sins could not -

" ‘be hid from God. He begged them to turn
from their evil ways, but allowed them.to
choose whether they would repent and obey
or work out their own ruin by their sin.

“Hardened their necks'—as oxen who will

not yield to guidance but obstinately persist

in their own way. : ) . S
“Did not believe in the Lord’—they believed
that there was a God who ruled over all, but
even the devils believe that (Jas. ii, 19.),
that kind of faith’will not save. . 'They did
not believe in God’s word or -hecd his warn-
. ings, they had no real faith in him. - Unless
we have an honest faith and trust in- God
we.are working out our own captivity and
ruin as surely as did those Israelites.
‘His covenant’—and all the time they were
rejecting God’s covenant with them, God was
" preparing a new covenant 1o be sealed with
the blood of his own Son, (Matt, xxvi,
26-29. . Surely.. his. mercies are -everlasting.
‘Vanity’—nothingness. - U
‘Became vain’—wasted. their -lives. and
their ‘energies, missing the whole aim of:life.
‘Threugh the fire—sacrificing: the innocent

children in their wicked worship.  Heathen

children, .in  sacrifice to
Parents of this:Jand some-

Ll < . 5,
E ..

to-day offer their
their.crucl idols.

¢ “fashion . or ambition. »= .o 7 U
" .~ .‘Divination"and enchantments’ -— fortune-.-
eliing and Seeking to know
™. past. or’ fitture ‘events by the aid-of ‘unse:n - d fai
' " if. drawn-upon the board and the route.mark-
is simply follewed-upon. a print- ..

‘High placcs’'—altars, generally built for idol -

times: offer thielr ¢

*telling and’ table-rapping:"

" -gpirits,s or apparitions.:  All” ‘spiritualism,
.. theosophy, etc., is very: strictly forbidden in

- God’s word... It is far safer+to play with gun-.

powder and matches than to have anything

“to-do-with .the things God has so..expressly, -
. (Lev. xix., 81: Isa. viii., 193 Deu_t.:

forbidden.

Cxvill, 30, 14) o
" -Questions.. -

. 1. Name three of thie prophels wnom God

sent to warn Israel? *

9. Why did Tsrael not listen and repent? *
. 8, Could they hidé their sing from'God? -

‘4, 'What did they worship? ‘
5. How did God punish them? - o
6. Is God sure to punish all who reject him
and will not repent? - - Lo
7. Flow can we be saved from punishment?
. Lesson Hymn. ~ =
Out on life's stream, with no thought of its
end, T o
Seeking each moment in pleasure to spend;
Nearer and nearer, the rapids swift glide,
Driven along by sin’s rushing-tide. -

“There’s danger ahead,’ cries a voice from
- the shore; s
‘A voice of some loved one, who passed on
before; - . ' :

Make haste; and-for refugs-in Jesus abide;
Turn from thy drifting away with the tide.’

Onward, still onward, the swift waters flow,
Bearing them nearer the brink just below;
Spurning the dear warning voices aside,
Lost ones are drifting away with the tide.
. But Jesus is calling, He's called oft before;
He waits to receive you on heaven’s fair
shore, - R :

Oh, turn ye from sin, in God’s mercy coli-.

de; . .
Cease from thy. drifting away with thertide.
© ' —W. MACOMBER..

- Suggested-Hymins.

“iOh,turn: yo!’ ‘Eternity,” ‘Christ receiveth
sinful men, -‘Why not conie “to him now?”
‘While"we pray and while we plead,’ ‘I have
promised land,’. ‘For you I

. 2" Father in-the

am praying.” 3!

.. Sept, 18.°

CII Kings xvii., 918,

- GAPTIVITY OF THE TEN TRIBES—..

Nothing is secret. -in the sight of Gog,

which fact 'the = sinner - often .. forgets.

Verse.9. .

The - destruction of the Amalekites and:

other heathen nations had been forgotten by
the children.of Israel. Verses-10, 11" = - .

Sin is opposing God’s will.
whose will blends with that of God. Verse

The Lord is very .long-suffering.  His
mercy is proverbial. Therefore they who re-
ject his oft-repeaced invitation shall receive
thie greator punishment. Verses 13-16. .

The road to ruin is.so steep and slippery
that unless the sinner'retrace his steps he
will speedily land in the bottomless pit.

Verses 17, 18.
) A, H. CAMERON.
Tiverton, Ont. o
Lesson_ Illustrated.

The. last sad lesson about the ten tribes of
the Kingdom of Isracl., The darkened hearts

chainod tozether, reaching alcog.the prob
able route taken by the -captives: shows thae
inevilable result of their sin.. - SRR

Have the: hearts cut from papcr, and ask

..

'ofter: tieir children to"the goddess of

el Practical Points. - ..

Happy is he-

« school treat ?

+he.road .and connect by drawing the links

of the; chain_with ;chalk.. The, Jines of the: B

nap-will be §imple, 2nd far more interesting
ed, than if.it
ed map. R

 Sept. 18~—The triumphs of Christianity.-

" Luke iv., 16-22. 0. - e

A Word of Encouragement.

The following may be a word.of cncourag-
ment {6 young teachers. I write it out of o
heart overflowing with praise for "the re-
wards our heavenly Father has given ine as
a-teacher. ) ‘ S

“for the names of ‘tho ten. 'As each name 8 - i
‘glven add’it to.the ones already placed along -

Christian Endéavor Topics.

I have just come home from the annual win-

tor treat of -S—— R—— Sunday-school.
While there I have been surrouadel by a

“ class of bright-lads of about fourtesn . years

of age. It was three years since I was per-

mitted to call any of them ‘my Dboys,: tut’

previous to that I had a class in the hoys’
room for ten years. ~As I looked at their

.bright  fdces thoughts - 'of: other days and

other  years came back, and the question

arose: What will be the future. of cach of
these souls entrusted to.me? And therc and
then faith seemed to claim God's promises,
and -silent prayer went up, that these dear

. lads, only just in this new year committed

to my teaching, might all have their names
‘written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.’ )

I turned up the gas in my sitling-reom,
the evening post had come in during my ab-
sence, and several letters were lying there
for me. I opened one — it had the. black
border which tells its own story. T found it

was from an old scholar who caly yesterday -

buried his father.. I cannot repeat the l-tter.
here; but.the boy, now grown Lo manhecad,

" iz on the Lord’s side, and though I have noi
seen him for several years, asks s:ill a share
in my prayers, and ‘should like to hear irom .

vou sometimes if it is not troubling you {00
mauch.’
scholar.” . ‘P.S.—I- still treasure -theletters
I reccived from you when in your class.’. .-

I folded it up with a very:fuil heavt, and:
opened a-second letter. - Was it.a strange

coincidence, or. was:.it part of .God’s greut:

plan and 'loving kindness? This letter was’
from another old-scholar.. Not in my class
with the previous one, but-through a simple

earnest question one Sunday, blessed of God,. .

and ‘saved in the Lord with an everlasting
salvation.’ They are both young men out in
the world. I have not sean the latter for
eighteen months; he has removed to an-
other place, and . connected himself wiih

. o chapel and bible-class there;  bul signs

himself, ‘ons of the old scholars,’
asks for a letter. . . : B

And with two thoughts T must clcse. One
is how God entwines the.lives of icachers
and -scholars; what a close bond of union,
lasting throughout eternity, is begun on the
common wooden benches  of a Sunday-
school, and how our old scholars turn to us
in their. after life for help in-their spiritual
lite and daily difficulties! Then, the value
of a letter, written perhaps at a little incon-,
venience, or at the expense of a little self-
denial, but valued and ‘treasured’ for years.

Was it not a fitting close to a Sunday-
Did the treat end at the
school? Was not the best wine kept till
the last? And was it"not almost an  ans-
wer to the silent prayer, or at least a pledge
of continued blessing, ‘that which has: bgen
is that which shall be” Am I one alone,
‘highly -favored among women’? Is not my'
experience that of many a teacher?. Why.
should the King recompense me with.such

. He, too,

. a reward? .And week by week, to see the
morning school conducted by three old scho-

lars, and the International Bible Reading
hranch conducted .by another, impresses
more and. more the. words, ‘Ye know -your

" labor is not in vain in the Lord. - Oh, may

those words ring in the ears.of our teachers
this year, ‘not in vain’—'not in vain’ — A
Sunday-school Toacher, in “‘Sunday-school
Chronicle.’ : . :

- —————
‘Once to every man and nation
... - Comes the moment to decide, - .
- In the-strife of truth -with falsebood, . .
. For the good or evil side. .. - > .
. Some great cause, God’s'new Messiab .,
.. Offering each its bloom or blight, . -
* Parts the.goats upon-the left hand, .
. :. And the sheep upon the right;--- ... .
. And that-choice goes, on forever - - . .
. "pwixt that darkness and-thot:light’,

PR SR,

Signed, “‘your old ‘and affectionate .

~-




“tlon.

' on’one’s nerves.
" tled.by circumstances is bad’ enough but.to

" real: émergeéncies,

. -
BT =

Needless Nerve Wear. o
(By Lily Rxce Foxerot‘L) _
A mother will take up a- plece ot mending

“4n a hurry, seat herself in the nearest chair
- and;fall -to sewing, since the needle-book . is:
pearly cmpty: with. a needle far too coarse
-~ for. the cloth. The room may be too hot or:
-t60 ¢old, but-there is not'time to open a
- window or turn on the heat.
“stairs is squesking, ‘squeaking, but gebting -
~up to shut it seems too much of-an interrup-.
: ‘One ‘bit*of ‘work ' lures along to an- -
*other, ‘the ‘forenoon is half gone, and for
_two hours the nerves of linbs, back, fingers, '
~and “ears, have been subJected to a. stea.dy .

rasping e
~Or there is a letter to be wntten for. the

: "mormng mail, ‘and “it. does not seem worth
* 'while to stop to clear- away the clutter left

on the table ‘from last evening.” 'So.for-a

half-hour the elbows are cramped for room,
“and the orderly- spirit fretfed” by the con-

fusion. Or it is late afternoon, and the

‘eyes are taxed, and the whole mind strained

with the consciousness of haste, ‘that the

‘task may be finished by daylight mthout .
the trouble of lighting a lamp. - -

The mistrcss of the house comes home .
from a ferenoon’s shopping, finds an accu- .
mulatior of small domestic duties awaiting -

ber, eagsays them in her street gown to save
changmg it, and goes through them all with

‘an uneasy sonse that she may injure it.  Or

she lies down for a few moments’ rest, all

. the time. holding her feet off the edge: of the
. hed to spar the ‘clean ‘coulterpane—tctally
- without that fecling of relaxation so es-

sential to real Tepose.
There are comfortable and unecmiortable
methods as well as conditions. of work,

To ‘set a stent,’ for one’s self, in the cld-

fa.shloned phrase, is to put a ne:dless s.rain
Being hurried and, hus-

hurry and,. Thustle one's self is a wanton

. waste of stxength ‘that should “‘be‘kept for .-
-Doing:a pa,rtlcular kind .
~of, work\ out of its appropriate time is' VEry
f.‘-wearing, and’ shoild’ be’ avoided “as far as

possible. Evorybody knows how different
the preserving-kettle looks-in the afterncon.
Pulting off- beyond the. usual "time the
change from morning -to afterncon. dress

. keops a woman who is liable to afternosn

ealls in a state of uneasiness which almost
always counterbalances the gain of the extra

- work , s.coomplished Indeed, the sense -of

anything waiting to be done is trying, and

should be reduced to the mirimum- by doing -

things, as far &s pra.ctlcable before they be~
come really pressing.. For example, if a day
is to be given .to’ sewing, and.there is one
speeial piece of work—no matter how small

" or. uninteres:tmg—which must be- finished be-
~ fore night that 15 the piece to be disposed of -
first, that all the others may be done with an

easy mind.

One need not multlply 111ustratiens The'
princirple ig surely plain—the principle that
thie comfort of the worker promotes the pro-
gress of the work." The time taken to secure

_ it is'not wasted, hut spent to the very best
advantage —‘Congrega.tlonallet ! )

Some Potato POSSlbllltleS.
A contrrbutor to the. Household suggests

the three following dishes' that are at, once“
. gimpleiand satisfactory::

German - Potatoes.- — Peel and - beil : six

large potatoes; when done, drain and put -

- through 'd potato’ masher.
- - pepper to taste, two tablespoonfuls of biitter,
* the yolks of four eggs, two tablespconfuls ot

~Add salt and’

‘cream, and four tableé-spoonfuls of grated
mild cheese. Make into balls the size'of an

_egg. ~Lay on-a greased pan, brush ovér with
‘Dbeaten' egg, make two slanting cuts on the

top of each,-and ba.ke in a hot .oven until

well browned :
Cream Potatoes—Put a’ good-sized piece

. of butter: into .a saucepan, a teaspoonful of
. flour, salt, pepper, a little grated nutmeg,

;. and some chopped parsley ;
" . pour in’a cupful of cream.
"\ gauce-pan-.on the hot- fire, and beat up until

- stir - well and
Place the

it comes to a boil; cut some boiled potatoes
into even- slices; add them to the sauce, a.nd

serve very hot. .-
.. Stewed Potatoes. —Three and’a halt cup—~
.I'f_‘tu.ls of ohopped notatoes, two ta.ble—snoon—

- A door up-

 hovseroun )
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fuls.ot flour; three tablespdonfuls of butter,
two cupfuls of milk.. Melt the butter in a

teakettle boiler, add flour and stir constant- -

ly for a few mmutes, -$0 that it will be per-
fectly smooth. Add the milk = a .little
“ata time, and let it boil _thoroughly. * Then

add the potatoes and let them cook until
thoroughly hot. . The potatoes are not .to be

chopped with a knife in a chopping-tray,

but to be sliced lengthwise in slices half an
inch -thick, and then cut into half-inch dice.

" Yorkshire Recipes.
R (Ha.rper’s Bazar.")
YORKSHIRE TEA—CAKE

Four pounds of flour; one pound of but-.

ter; four ounces of yeast; a little salt; milk
to make a scft dough. Rub the butter into
the salted flour. Add the milk and the
‘yeasi, and roll the dough out. very - thin.
Make in cakes about the size of a tea-saucer,
Tet them rise about an hour in a warm
pla.oe, by the end of that time they should
be fully three times their former thickness,
Bake in a quick oven.
cut into quarters while hot.

YORKSHIRE RASPBERRY SANDWICHES
Four eggs. The weight. of four £g8s in

sugar; and the weight of three eggs in flour;
Beat the eggs

grated rind of one lemon.
a.nd sugar together until very light, stir in
the flour, taking care not-to make the eggs
fall by using. too heavy a hand; add the
‘grated . rind, and -make* the batter into foutr
small cakes . Bake .in a quick oven ten
minutes, . split spread, -a ‘layer :of .jam .be-
t'geen them, and sift powdered sugar over

Split, bwbter and-
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