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THE CLAIMS OF THE MARITIME PROVINCES
FOR FEDERAL SUBSIDIES IN LIEU OF

WESTERN LANDS

An Address delivered by Hon. O. T. Dan.els at Maritime
Education Convention. Moncton. N. B. Aug. 28. 19)8

undertaken an expedition'o fh ds^n B^ n LVStX'^^'

evidently been 'made m the preceS vca ' r?^''''"'^ ^^

f^^^ l^^-sr ^i^i^t~s^ 'iT^iulmosi incessantly in dispute was DcrnAnnt, i
•

r u) '
^^''^Kh

two centuries Bv th s rh/r'tr. . J ^ ^' ' '" ^"" ^"''^'^' through

toeether with H.rt^fo /' '"'^'^'^'^^ ^"" -^ounils aforesaid

lords and proprierrfoY tL la 5 "ernw"" Tho'^from the date of said letters pa enteniovcd ^if ,lf'''*^
.<^"nipany

privileges down to the date o thcsurr n^.- ^
''^'""" " ""^

Crown, and probably exerc Ld ami assumeH ri M 7'^"'" '° ^^^
in other parts of British NW^i/ f''"'?^^ "^'^ts of government
Rupert-sUnd or of Canada c^rSfi^^^^^^^

not forming' part of

subject to the sovereignty orGreftSL^n""'"' '"' "' ^"""^•

only^provfd1dtr''the unlr^'f^H^'p-
'^''' "" ^'"P-^^' '^'^t, not

NeJ; ^.nswic^i^^rS^,- --- - -^^^S-^



"It shall be lawful for the Queen by and with thr.advice c.. H'T Majesty's must Honor ableV?." y CouncU

anVrorth'T ''^'

''^T "^ ^'-''^-ent orCanad^and from the Houses of the respective Legislatures ofthe coomes or Provinces of Newfoun.lland PrinceEdward Island and British Columbia, to admit thosecolonies or provmces or any of them into the Um'on andon addresses from the Houses of Parliament in Canadato admit Rupert's Land and the North Western Territory or either of them into the Union. on such terms andconditions in each case as are in the kddre.vses exTressc-dand as the Que, „ thinks fit to approve, subject to theprovisions of this Act; and the provisions o/anV OrSerin Council ,n that behalf shall have eflect as if theVhad been enacted by the parliament of the United King"^dom of Grci: Britain and Ireland."
*"

onn f
t^mbracing of the who! of British North America intoone con ederation was foreseen by the framers of the Fede?a "on

^v bo^h ''h^'
^''' parliament of Canada an address was pas "dby bo h Hoiises representing the expediency and r.-cessitv ofan early extension of the Dominion to the shore" of the Pacific

Tand' anTtV'l^ ".'.^
^i""''''''

'"'^'^^ "^^ '^'--d ^o unite Rupert's

to eran? to t'h ^r ^^ '''"'". T^'^"tory with the Dominion^ and
Sir f .

the Parliament of Canada authority to legislate fortheir future welfare and good government.
'^-K^siate tor

Negotiations were entered into between the British r.>,,

rZT. f"^/^^"."'^"". ^^>^ Company for the surende^ ^f

tis"^ whfch th. r"^
'^' "^^'' °^ Government powers and author°-

of ISfiS^o ^TJ'^""^'
possessed; and the Ruperts Land Act

bvin ?r^ Pfrf '^, ^y- ^^"^ I'arliament to effect this surrender and
nart of ?^f"^K,^'"!^"'

'" ^'^r"'
°' ''''''- l^^O. these lands became

f«Il .-^ ^l'^^''^
'''''"^'" °^ the Dominion of Canada with certl?n

ste?Hnf°"t
^y P^>"^^"t by Canada to the Company o £300 oio

m rth^- Jl^^'^l^
je^sts had been established throughout thenorth west by the Company during its regime, and ccrfarn lanH^around these trading posts not exceeding 50 GOO acres, were ^ese^vedby the Company. It was also provided that the Company mayfor fifty years after the surrender, claim in any townshio or disTrlct'

r^^J" \^r ^r''^'
^'^' ^" ^-^''^^ >^"^> is set ouT for settlement

fSe bel 'wt"V '''k1'"« l-^""
P^^^ °^ *he land so set out "^The

So! K r '^^scnbed as bounded on the South by the United

North bvTho"'^' .°i?

th'^ West by the Rocky mount^ns! on the

East bv Lwn W^'*^""
branch of the Saskatchewan, and on thei!.ast b> Lake WiP' ipcg and Lake of the Woods, with the watersconnecting them, nd comprised about 300,000,000 acrel



!

tcrri/c:;,^a"adSLSr?^,^ L"^^'*,^
^''-^ —pied

Order in Council w^passed anmS io tl ^ iT""'' ^M?P"ial
possessions in North AmeSca"" . rNwVoundlamr^Vh' '^"'Sf•>mAted the transfer to Cana.la of alUhe Norfh UVJ T ^".^"-^
popularly known as out western landi 7. \iu i?*

Territory
annexed areas estimated to compdse 2 3^ on'

^"*^"'-'^' ^"^
or 1,472.000.000 acres.

<^omprist 2,J00,000 square miles

for Ru"irtTLand' "fira'^wjricno.
v'^

f"f r^'""-^ ^^^^^^d
public men anJeven the Press o^rrl'^M'/^^' '°'"" °^ '*»«

a desert almost rvallinK in exTnt SeTn. ^t'"""*^ '^r"^"^ ^^
country as inaccessible^ The ^^.^ wWch"^^ ff ''^^' ^^^^'^^

cally all us enerRies to the pro cut on of tt f''
?''"? P""^'"*''

have shared the same view „rtl^ ^,lu '^^.i""'
^''*^'^' "^"s*

made for £300 000 It c.lu d ,w ^l
^''^ "'""'^ "°^ ^^^'« been

has put u the first s x Tncho nf ""'rf."r''"^' '^^^' ^« «ne
P-jbiy t; be Of 1- -;!;- ^.-^{^[£-^\-^-

parties to the purchase In ?he same Vrrof^^h'^"' ''r
""^

Rupert's Land the Province of MTnitnhf
^"^ ^"-'^^^ '^^

admitted into the Confederation
^^^^"'^^^^ ^"^^ ^-"^'^nized .nd

and Queb'ecta's ;hrhd".htro?T^°'
''^ ^^°^''"^^^ "^ Ontario

passea in 1878 there was added to Quebec about l 'iS nnn

""i'f- P^.
subsequent legislation in 1912 there was add^H "t\''whole of the Peninsula of Uncava or ahn,7t -i^la^ ^^'^ -f

^^
In 1871 Quebec according ^0^ hi

^^'^^^ '^'^"^''^ '""es.

123,875.200 acres' By tie*" Act ^5 ISQs'thi/''"''"''
'^^^^^^^

101,323.361 acres. By'the Acfo 1912 there was a'ddeS'^^^nJ;acres, making a total of 452.573.561 ^'^^/^^
^^^ ^^^^^^ 227...75,000

The annexed area to the Province of Quebec increased its



oriffinal area by more than l^s nnn /wv»

UKiventothcJlandsandthevaVrcJJJnT^^^ f'^l"*'^
^'^le

the Province. ^ '^"*" Lands for the use of

acres\':e^r"wS,';^^;^^^^^^^^
friction and disputes between AW^^^ *^^'''-' ^^^ constant
ary line betweeS these PmvTnceshw«. ^'"!''";^ '^^^ '^'^ ^0""^-
jud.cial derision of the Privy JoudTiiS'^h"''.^ '^i'?^^

»^^«^ ^
boundary li„e whereby the Crown LanH-^"

' *^\^'''"K "^ '^e
were Riven to the Pro4ce of Krio Th

p*" •*' ^^^ ""**"°
was reduced in area about one Sf thr ^T^l!'^^

°^ Manitoba
Ontano and Keewatin of tLrnortion iT*"'^

the annexing to
the Lake of the Woods and whiS wa^ th ^"",^7 '^^"^ ''^^ "^
txt, nsion. By this settlemem abou?22 JSo"fSS^

"^ '^^ ^^""''"^»
to Ontano. In 1912 lands Iv nJT' tTw v ^ ^^""^ '^"*-' ^tl^ed
comprising about .J3.(i96.0W acres wer, .'i,

°'".^\?^ ^'^'^ Province.

withit^r"tua^;ie\^VbtT'4?,?8 ^9^' ^ have referred, had
northern boundary was extended f^?? *"'^' ^" »«»2 this
formed the northern bounSv of U°P '^'"' f^^""^""' "'^''^h
and Alberta, which were reor/ani/ed in

.^0°."^""^^°^ Saskatchewan
the 114.091.702 acres wcTetSe"^^^^^ u"'^^y

^^'' extension
satisfied its ambitions Tei^itorfaUy aSd

'° ^»"%P^°vince. This
terntonal extent as the oth^pr'airif p?o';^c':s''°"*

^'^ ^^'"'^

upon^;^: IdmSltn" °Jf ^S^iL^dr^l'^
^"-^"^^ ^^^^

^en spent in this direction anH .1
Enormous sums have

ontributed. The Mariti°me Provinces S'.°''"k'
"^ ^*"^'^* ha^

of the load uncomplainingly and E«lt
have borne their share

pnde over the progress an^d 'devdopmJnt TtH ^Vt'^
^°'"'"°"

passed afpUVe?clSref;7o\t la^nt
Unds of Canada was

and th*^ northwest territories, and recites th«t',^"^'^ •^". Manitoba
to make provision in aid of educaS fn M '^•''"u"'^

'' ^^ ^^P^d^ent
West Territories, therefore SecSs?l.n^^oo'°^^ ^"^ '^' North

'kTI'^ township throughout the exten? ??J" ^^'"'^ ^"^ ^^ery
shall be and are hereby set apart as In °i

^^^ Dominion lands
of education and all monevt tli•^f . *'"'^°'^'"^"t for purposes
invested in securities ofSnada 'To

/'"'" '^^' °^ '^"^s to be
interest arising therefrom tn h^ J

^°'""' * ^'^hool fund the
each province wh. re land^ are s:tu'iT.f^"""^"y ^° Government of
to be expended as locaf Government tSnl^ S<=hooIs
hat have been and will be set as^de for .^t

?P^^'^"t. The lands
these provinces will be approStel^atToiE^^" ^''^^^^^-^
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Manitoba. l-18th of lfil,280,000 acrrs a q^a maAlberta i-18th of I«3.782.400 acres loitfdi
""

Saskatchewan. l-ISth of lttl.788.000 acres .'.:.':.. lH'Ji^ "

26g80169acrM

k
^°^ satisfactory ostimate of the value of school UnH in

of «hool land, to 1st of Januar^. 191S, "foUo;;"'""
""*

Manitoba • « -jo

Saskatchewan ', fj? P^"" acre

Alberta \\^ ';.

Average price
J J Xf11.98 per acre

Tan
^^ a return brought down in the Parliament of Canada inJanuary. 191.J, the area of school lands then sold was asTuoVs

JJ*"'*°^»
641,903.43 acres for f 6.247 302 30Saskatchewan 610.928.78 acres for 8 883 21 68^'^"^^ 560.068.45 acres for 6.541. 167.50

1,812.900.66 acres for $21,671.59048

In order to give fur assistance to the Province of Manitnhafor educational purpose 150.000 acres of pubTicTands in tha?province were s. - ppar. for the University o Manitoba Atthe average pnoc .i the lands sold in Manitoba, th s woSd eivehe province ab^ - $1 500.000 for Universitv purpLrs A^ar?from u mteresi :r.m the present school fund at Ottawa thereIS moi. .an 25.0GJ.000 acres still to be disposed of and at th^

IS-rpLS Z^ rea'«rS
h..rJ^^

tremendous additions to some of the Provinces of Canadahave necessarily enhanced their position in the Confederacv

thei^r^sHw"^ !^'fl
'""'"'^ of revenue and enormousry enlarging

Jnorl ?nH ^ '"fluence. until the Maritime Provinces are feelinlmore and more the disproportion. The subsidies to these Prov^inces have become inequitable, and some of the leading statesmen

^:^:%^r^:;i^T' " ''-' ^^'''' ^'^^ clJm\^o"mTre
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comSnsationrfh^t . ,?r'
K^?«'-aphJcal position, and the only

tHhe Sc^^
'^""''^ ^"^ anticipated perhaps, are such increases

carrvHeon th/
r'°""*

^k-,^?"'^ J"
^°™^ '^^^''^ ^^^i^t them fncarrying on the responsibihties of local government.

n.rJj"" ^^"^ P"*"^'^ '^"^s of the neighboring Republic were

fav ng'no'^pubTcTa'nds'
various. States of'the Un'ion.Those Stltiiovin^ no public lands were assisted out of the Federal Trpa^nrv

po^^TcZLiz'oT.t f°"tT"^ *-'^f
p--de;tthe'j;?iS

Dominion Trno
P. at least financial consideration from the

eduTadonaHnftiHT-
'°

""'T'-
'" ^"PP°^ti"K and maintaining our

incesb° reason of t°rf ^V^^PP^'-^"* that our Western Prov-
„o u-

/^a^°" °f the funds from schoo lands, can wrest from

schools'"*
''''^''" ^"' *'^^^^'^>' continuously dep;e:s thrEritim"

of
..^^P-'^s^^tatives of these Provinces, previous to the outbreak

not wUh^' rr"''^ t^'''
^^*^^'^ to the Dominion Government

To r.r J°"!u-^°P^ ^^^^ ^^"^^ adjustment would be made
sin. ^ ^' '^'' ""^^^'' condition, but the o,H-ning of hosti^Ses

Wfth t'hTJet'u7n T'''''^°"
°' VT'""' ^'y^- ^-^'t °f -bSdS

engage the at[enSon'''nrtr'n^
'-^^ ^'"^^ ^"^^^'°"^ that should

ineaualitv of iff K -^ '^ Dominion authorities is the crying

ConfTderacv
'^^' ^''°""' °^ ''^^ ^^"°"^ Provinces of^hl






