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December 16th, 1927.

professor H. A. Vmith, 
Faculty of Lav,
Mac-111 University.

Dear Professor Cr ith:-
Let me acknov.'lodge with 

mixed feelings your letter of December i4th 
informing me thet you have "boon oieoted to the 
chair of International Law at tho University of 
London. I can most sincerely say that I shall 
he sorry to soe you leave the staff of lie Gill 
University, where I have always regarded you as 
a most valued member of the Lav Faculty. I 
know the battle you have helped to fight here. 
and I think you are entitled to the satisfaction 
of sharing in any measure of victory that has 
been won.

1 also know that you have 
always looked upon the separation from your 
family as something of a temporary character 
to be remedied as soon as a position was offered 
to you by one of the great Law Schools of the 
Motherland. I congratulate you on your election 
to the chair above mentioned and I believe you 
will fill it with credit to yourself and to the 
School. The Law School of the University of 
London should have, in my opinion, a very bright 
and useful future.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.
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PRIVATE & COITFI TIE ÎTTIAL
April 7th, 1926.

m

mMy dear Sir Arthur

If by any chance you read the first 

page of this morning’s Gazette, you will no doubt have 

been struck with the, somewhat, erratic intellectual gyrations 

and gymnastics indulged in by our friend, Hdfbert Smith. 

Whatever opinion you may have with respect to his 

utterances in the London Times, I think you will agree with 

me, that it is most unfortunate that he could not refrain 

from offering to the English public, through the columns 

of the London Times, a gratuitous insult to the men

it
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1
with whom he sits around the board, and whose bread he eats. 

Personally, I look upon it as "not playing cricket", and 

even disloyalty.

::

You may no* know; he does not know, but 

most of what I call the "down-town" members of our
I

Faculty know, that I have steadfastly fought in Smith’s

I tell you

now, that he is heartily detested by most of the members

I thought that I had matters smoothed

:

defence almost ever since his advent here.

5s .\
of our Faculty.
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over somewhat, and here he takes the first opportunity

arriving in England, to srush into print in disparagement
.

on

of, not only the men with whom he works, as I have said,

He has, again, 

I have "been

but the whole profession in this Province, 

brought about his head a hornet's nest, 

smothered and stifled with telephone messages, commencing

Hot only what he says is utterly

Some of the

at my breakfast table.

uncalled for, but it is absolutely untrue, 

members of His Majesty's Privy Council have said to me, 

and to others, that of the members of the Bar throughout

the Empire, who appear before that Body, 

skilful, learned and better trained than the French 

Canadian lawyer of the Province of Quebec. Of these, the 

very best are graduates of our Faculty.

none are more

Smith's intercourse with the members of the 

profession in Quebec has been largely limited to the 

teaching Staff of our Faculty, which makes the reflection

The majority of 

the members of the profession here will come to the 

conclusion that Smith's opinion, "that the general 

educational level of the legal profession in Canada is

all the more disloyal and unfair.
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far below that which prevails at the English Bar, and this 
shows itself in the inferior character of the work 
done” must be based largely, if not entirely, upon his 
daily intercourse with fellow Professors in the Lav/
Faculty of McGill.

tm

I am certain of this, because 
I know who his associates are in the Legal profession.

m

My first impulse was, to write to Smith. I 
restrained that impulse lest I should give utterance to 
something that I might subsequently regret* I do not yet 
say that I will not do so, but I will be wise enough to 
sleep over it* I do not ask you to do anything in the 
matter, except to treat this as a purely personal and 
confidential communication.

-t#
Bi

.

Before Smith left for England, I invited him to 
luncheon with me, and I shov/ed him a draft of comments on 
the question of the establishment of the Central School in 
London, along the lines which I propose to deal with 
the subject, if I say anything.
Smith, and I admit I got some ideas from him, and that was 
the purpose of the discussion. The other day I asked 
Stephen Leacock to luncheon with me, for the very same

I discussed it with

j
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purpose, a.nd I got as many, and, better, ideas from him* 
Smith reaches London and publishes in a letter in the 
London Times the very ideas which he really go 1) from me,

I do not suppose that I can blame 
him very much for that, but I do not like it*
and not I from him.

As I told you last night, I will send you the 
letters, &c., exchanged between the Secretary of the 
Congress of Universities at a later date*

I will make a personal effort to have as large 
attendance of the Law Faculty at the Convocation as 

possible*
and Chipman are absent.
be able to attend; but such as are available I think, 
the receipt of a copy of your letter, will be present.

an
Judge Surveyer is away. Professors Macdougall

I am afraid Judge Martin will not
on

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

General Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal McGill University,

City.

■■■■
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March lj>th, 1921.
If
àMy dear Sir Arthur

I have consulted the members of our

Faculty, with the exception of Professor Smith, and they 
have asked me to write to yôu, requesting you to recommend
that a sum of at least $1000.00 be paid by way of bonus to

Professor Smith for the following reasons

During the Session about coming to a close he has

practically - with little assistance- done all the work usually 

done by the Dean, and so far as the Faculty is concerned, his

In addition, he has delivered allwork has been satisfactory.; - ;
m the lectures required to cover his course.■
I

, $6^00.00,As you are aware, the salary of the Dean
My information is that after providing

Ip1:-.

■
•'■ I . has not been touched.

for the remuneration paid to the Professors and Lecturers, 
the Law Faculty will add to its surplus some $7500.00. We

therefore, of opinion that it is only just and right tnat

It will not be considered as

&
>I are,
■ this bonus should be granted, 

establishing a precedent, but is paid only under the exceptional
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circumstances which prevailed during the last year.

Bespeaking your good offices, and thanking you'£

in advance,

I remain,
FthfulJLy,Yours

vù
Sir Arthur Currie,

Principal McGill University,

City.

im

\
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March 
fifteenth 

1921.

.
Eon. Mr. Justice Grecnshields, 

. Judges1 Chambers,
Montreal.>

/ '

. "Dear Mr. Justice Crconshields:-

_ I have your letteroc - arch xath in which you recommend that a 
bonus be paid Profe or Smith for the xtra work 
thrown on his shoulders durinr the year 19S--21*

I shall have much pleasure in pla 
tms reccmu on d at i on before the Finance Committee

Tours faithfully, i.;

Principal.
«
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McGill University
MONTREAL

746 UNIVERSITY STREET
TELEPHONE: UPTOWN 6920

FACULTY OF LAW

November 30th, 1921.

The Principal,
:cGill University,

Montreal.

Dear Principal:
In acknowledging your letter of the 28th Novem­

ber^ I need hardly say that it never occurred to me 
to doubt the correctness of your attitude in all your 
relations with the Faculty and its individual members.

With your position, as explained in the latter 
part of your letter, I am in entire agreement.

Very sincerely yours,

1

1
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January
Thirtieth

1922,

Professor H. 
faculty of Law.

Smith,

Dear . rofessor Smith:-

rour letter of the 28th 
contents noted.

o-p + Vivi ni'C v e may have the matterÎ5-2^SP f,rrwse' *efora the •’•"Sion of

is acknowledged and

»

Tours f ithfully,
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McGill University
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF LAW
Office of the Dean 28th January, 1922.

The Principal
McGill University$

Dear Principal:

It seems
I have already told you personally--that I hope the Gov- 

soon be able to appoint a permanent Dean and 

to relieve me of my present administrative duties after

desirable that I should put on paper what

ernors may

the close of thés session.
The existing arrangement was suggested by Dean Lee 

At first I absolutely declined, but, 

that he would not feel justified in accepting

Being un-

t9?0.in January

he told me
the Oxford invitation unless I would consent.

obstacle in his career I very relue-willing to create an 
tantly consented to act as Secretary for one year only. 

When he resigned about a year ago the question
||

HI
The efforts made to find a Bean provedcame up again.

'

unsuccessful, and I was again pressed to remain In
I am still of the opinion, which

ik ::

charge of the office.
I urged upon Dean Lee, that the arrangement is adminis-I
tnatively unsound, and in this I believe that you agree 
with me. Furthermore, it seems very undesirable that 

the University should for any length of time advertise 

to the world its inability to fill the office of Dean.

Next session I hope that the work will be more of 

a routine nature, and perhaps this may make it easier to 

fill the post. The rapid developments of the last two 

years have made the work altogether exceptional, and at

SI
r

I

:v;

11
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present I ara conscious that my ovm efficiency is 
what impaired by fatigue.

sorae-
dxcent for Sundays I have not 

had a day to myself since the beginning of September, 
and a nervous injury which I received in Franco makes

;

exceptional strain a little difficult for me. Of course
I I do not wish to emphasise the personal aspect of the 

-,u ation except in so fur as it affects the interests of 
tie Faculty.

Perhaps 1 ough-*

:

I

1
J ° ! ‘ ( it perfectly clear that T

do not wish my own name to " e consider
■

in ar^ circum­
stances as that of a candidate for the office of Bear.

■I
6S
v Very ,3 'T:-corely £ ours 
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I March 29th, 1923*

m
My dear Principal

■'X! Yours of yesterday’s date, enclosing 

letter from Sir Henry Miers, reached me this morning, 

and I hasten to report to you as fully, and I trust, 

as faithfully as my knowledge and sense of fairness

$$«

permit.

Teaching
qualifications hisEver since Smith has been with us 

teaching has been confined to the Common law, and not 

having had the opportunity of judging his efficiency by 

results in the way of examinations, I am perhaps 

unable to speak with such certainty 

respect to others of my Colleagues in the Faculty. This 

much I can say without hesitation,-I am satisfied that 

Smith possesses the capacity to a high degree of 

thoroughly mastering any subject connected with Law 

which he proposes at any given time to teach, 

satisfied that he would not undertake to teach a 

subject without having mastered it in all its details.

I would withas

I am

v •
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With equal certainty I may state my opinion, that f:
Slaving: mastered his subject, he possesses in a marked

degree the ability to convey to others in a clear, 

concise and understandable manner that knowledge,
p;

f;v' which, of course, is a valuable asset to a teacher

and to the taught. I would add to this, that he

has given great consideration to the different methods

of teaching law, and has adopted what he thinks

best in various systems, and I have no doubt the
■

whole lias resulted in increased efficiency.I

Capacity as 
Organizer Upon this subject I can speak with more

certainty and assurance. Smith possesses initiative
He isto a considerable, if not, marked degree.

methodical and masters details readily, with precision

I think, moreover, that he is capableand accuracy.

of selecting thé best men for any particular place orI
work. He applies himself most diligently to what heI
undertakes, and I think,upon the whole,could induceÜi. others under him to give their best parts to their1|

I
■ - | ' ... : .' . ......

b*. V . f- Æ
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. ôuArespective «u«sk

What I have here written under the above

heading, would apply to the question, as to his
.. "

qualifications for the Head of a Department.

His influence on 
Professional men It is difficult to express with any degree

of definiteness upon a question so general in its

I believe Professional men comingnature and terms.

in contact with Smith, and dealing with any subject

of common interest to them all, would listen with

much attention and be subjected to considerable

influence by what he said, and their attitude on

any particular question might be determined to

some, if not a great extent, by the views by him

expressed. He is a ready, logical and convincing

speaker ; has a facile pen, and a thorough and

polished command of the English language. It must

not be forgotten that he came here from the scholastic

atmosphere of Oxford to encounter entirely new conditions

?

.

■

■
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and it may not be surprising that it required a little

Itime to fit in with the nev; situation.

'V

Relations with 
students and 
Colleagues I believe to-day his relations with our

students are extremely happy. I think he possesses to

the fullest extent their respect, and perhaps to no less

I believe he is a "popularextent, their admiration.

Professor", and I am sure the expression will convey

to you what I intend it should. The popularity is

founded upon courteous considerate treatment, and

work well done.

At theWith respect to his Colleagues.

outset of his connection with our Faculty, in the

minds of some of its members, perhaps he was regarded 

as a sort of an "interloperI do not use the word

with any personal meaning, but it was dud to the 

fact that the teaching of the Common law in our 

Faculty by some of its members, wa9 not regarded with

I am pleased to say thatfavor, but the contrary.
H

HBBHBHHBj . :. . |
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Smith has now established a firm position with his 

He is regarded as an able, serious and«
Colleagues.
conscientious member of our Body, whose loyalty and 

devotion to the Faculty, and to the University, is

ms*

I am satisfied that every member of ourunquestioned.
Faculty would join me in the expression of a sincere

hope that we may not lose him.

As to the possibility of this event becoming 

an actuality, I can only venture the merest conjecture. 

In complete absence of knowledge as to the nature of 

the position he might be called upon to fill at 

Manchester, my opinion as to whether he would accept

I am howeverit or not, would be of little value. 
of opinion, that Smith is happy in his work, and would 

not lightly sever his connection with our University. 
Possibly thfe larger Western life has''gripped 'him a bit.

I do not know of anything more to be added. 

The feeling is not absentzthat what I have said may

If there is anything, my dearbe of little use.

___ HHHS■
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Sir Arthur, that I can further say or do in the matter, 
I am, as ever, yours to command.

m
imI return Sir Henry Miers letter to you.
4

Yours fai

General Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G K.C.B.• f

Principal McGill University,
City.

Enclos.

am
pi
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December 18th, 1923.

Professor H, A. Smith, 
Vice-Dean, Faculty of Law, 
McGill University.

8

My dear Professor Smithi-
With reference to your 

letter of the 13th of December, I am willing to 
accept your resignation as Vice-Dean as from the 
1st of March, 1924.

Should Dean Greenshields 
not return at that time, I presume you will be 
willing to continue to discharge the functions of 
your office until such time as he does come back.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.

S,

:-v3

li
s.
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McGill University
MONTREAL

13th December, 1923.faculty of Law
Office of the Dean

m
The Principal,

McGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Mr. Principal,

I have very carefully considered everything which you said to 

me a week ago upon the subject of my proposed resignation, and the 

fullest reflection leads me to adhere to my view that the interests of 

the University would be best served by my resignation of the office of 

Vice-Dean as from the 1st March, 1924.

v.e are, I -hink, agreed that it would not be possible for two 

ofiicers to iirect the business of the Faculty simultaneously, unless 

their mutual relations were precisely and unambiguously defined. I 

am qui e unable to frame any form of words which would not 

legi timate ofience as amounting in substance to an injunction to the 

Dean to abstain from interference with the actual business.

Mi

■

cause IS
/'ffj

•J
: 'll■ I

'.ver since I came to Montreal the Dean has always been a 

very good friend, of mine, and we have never had any personal friction 

of any kind, so I cannot make myself a party to any action which would 

hurt his feelings or make him think that his very real devotion to the 

Faculty was not properly appreciated, 

any.such step would almost certainly be his immediate resignation, in 

which case your own difficxilties would be increased rather than 

diminished.

If

. D
The practical consequence of ■ §;

'■■If

IS
In the circumstances I do not see any feasible alternative . SIHf Vc'-I■ Bto my original proposal, which eliminates the question of dual control, 

and enables you to make a decision without being embarrassed by 

difficulties of a personal nature. 1■1 1
Faithfully yours, 

Vice Dean.

I1
I
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McGill University

MONTREAL
January 8th, 1924.

FACULTY OF LAW
Office of the deanm

m

The Principal,
I.lcGill University, 

Montreal.

Dear Ur. Principal,
course of last termYou may recollect that in the 

Howard took strong objection to my action in cnariring
■■ni

Professor

the hours of his lectures as a consequence

unfoitseen events of the summer had rendered necessary. 

With a view to meeting his objection I recently arranged teat 

next term he should have the early morning hour on Monday and 

which he had desired to have in the first term.

refuses his consent to this arrangement

of the re-arrangement ■
.

which the
PI■

Wednesday

Professor Howard now
■Phe had always lecturedon the ground that in previous years

Wednesday and 31riday in the second verm, nougn

:
70' 1

at 5.00 p.m. on

lecturing on Monday and Wednesday mornings in the firs uerin*
■I; I :

that it is either impossible or inconvenientHe does not allege
lectiire at the hours which I have requested, but akes 

the ground that his lecture hours cannot be changed except by 

vote of the Faculty.

for him to

On the 5th May, 1922, the Faculty resolved (Professor 

Howard being present and dissenting) that all lectures should so

This decision
1

far as possible be given in the morning hours, 

was taken for very substantial reasons which are familiar to you, 

and it clearly precludes me from arranging any lectures at 5.00I
except in cases of necessity.

Since it is a matter of immediate urgency to prepare

p.m.R
■ ;
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The Principal ---- 2.

the lecture schedules for next term I am most reluctantly com­

pelled to lay the matter before you and to ask for your assistance, 

my efforts to convince Professor Howard having entirely failed.

I iaay add that it has been my invariable practice to inform each 

lecturer some time in advance of the hours assigned to him, and 

in cases where these hours have proved inconvenient I have always 

found it possible to make a re-arrangement.

of the staff have invariably shown themselves most willing to 

co-operate with me in this difficult matter of the time-table. 

Y/ithout such friendly co-operation the administration of this 

faculty, at no time an easy task, would be entirely beyond my

m
m

All the other members

IS
;

powers.

As things stand it is impossible for me to announce the 

lectures for next term, and Professor Howard threatens to resign 

unless his views prevail. If his position should be accepted, 

it will clearly become impossible either for me or for anyone 

else to administer the affairs of the Faculty, and in that case 

I must ask that you will allow my resignation of the office of 

Yice-Dean to take effect immediately, instead of on the 1st Llarch.

I will add that Professor Howard1s criticism of my 

action was expressed in the first instance to my secretary, and 

in somewhat vigorous terms. He made no attempt to communicate 

with me, although I was in the next room at the time, and I only 

learned his views directly by telephoning to him after hearing 

Miss Sim's statement. I am wholly at a loss to understand his

'. ; i

m
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The Principal------3.

for disregarding the ordinary courtesies in this matter, 

and some explanation would appear to he desirable.

■A copy cf +Mg In4 tor if v>pj na_ nmit to Prof essor. howar-d.

I am,

Faithfully yours,

^3_iw(k

Vice-Dean.

reason
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January 9th, 1924.

Professor H. A. Smith, 
Yice-Dean, Faculty of Law, 
McGill University.■

1
Dear Professor Smith:-

T 1 am returning herewith the 
the ath jBatant". ° H°''a!'1 aadr=««^ 7°» «

hfi ha» 1 note by his postscript that90 fhL? ? pted the l0Otyro hours assigned to him, he :? rm Ln° r°aSOn f°r invention. I expect 
Facultv 808,0 roferenGe *0 his views when theviews t-?L;USSe8 th° Laflour report. You know my 
a tnat 1 believe the Faculty came toshouiri ï1Si°n Whan U resolved that all lectures 
hours * t *V—.&S possible, be given in the morning DOl. ' , ainlc a~s0 that once a thing becomes the
lov-itv j?aoult5'T it la entitled to the unswerving loyalty of every member of the Faculty.
vnnr i «... Regarding the last paragraph ofletter. It seems to me that it deals with some­thing which is sr 
and yourself. concern only to Mr. Justice Howard 

lt 1 were you I would say nothing about * iùe rrmcipal of a university oan scarcely be ^eid responsible for the good manners of the members of the staff.
Yours faithfully.

Principal.

m

■ "

Si?
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McGill University
MONTREAL

gg

-Si
■Faculty of Law

V
.

9th December, T92’7'

The Principal
McGill University 

Montreal
Sî

Dear Mr Principal:

The Dean tells me that he has foWrded to you my 

application for leave of absence, and it occurs to me that 

perhaps I should add a few words with regard to my plans.

It would probably be quite easy for me to obtain, 

temporary teaching work at Oxford, and I could in any case 

occupy my time fully with study and writing, 

wish to teach, and I have written so much during the last 

few years that I would much prefer to do some practical 

work, and indeed I think that mine own usefulness as a pro­

fessor would best be served in this way. 

would be to obtain some temporary official work at Geneva, 

or perhaps in London under the Foreign Office or the Dom­

inions Office, my object being to get some inside know­

ledge of the actual working of international and constitu­

tional machinery. 

proval.

/

But I do noti

:

My own preference
1

■

/■
I
I

I hope this would meet with your ap- 1
m

I:
At the same time I realise that the University would 

have the first claim on my time, and I therefore writing É
A.

to say that I should be quite willing to undertake any 

special work that might be of service either to the Uni-
fo

versity or^the Government of Canada, if I should be asked 

to do so.

1

*

is
i

~
Bej-ieve me g

»
■ r
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Dec. 6th, 1927.

My dear Sir Arthur :- ■

I enclose you herewith letter I this

morning received from Professor Smith, which speaks for 

itself, and leaves little, if anything, for me to add.

Smith is now delivering 25 lectures on a part of 

the Criminal Code. These I would take, if he is granted 

leave. He also lectures on Negotiable instruments. The 

subject is not difficult, and the lectures are not numerous.

I am satisfied we could easily arrange to have some one take 

his place. He also delivers 25 or 30 lectures on Constitu­

tional Law. At the moment I have no one to suggest to replace

him, but no doubt an arrangement would be easy to bring

about.

For the reasons disclosed in his letter, and

under the circumstances, I would support his application. 

At the present time his work in the Faculty is confined

I will take the opportunityentirely to teaching.
m

&
I
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IIof seeing you, at your convenience, some day soon, when we 

may have a word together in the matter.

With kind regards,

Yours sincereli

Sir Arthur Currie,

Principal McGill University,

City.
■EE

Enclos.
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it LAW IN THE EMPIRE.al

A SCHOOL OF ADVANCED 
STUDIES.

PROPOSED CENTRE IN LONDON.t

TO THE EDITOR OP THE TIMES.
Sir,—Among the subjects proposed for dis­

cussion this year at the triennial Congress of 
the Universities of the British Empire appears 
the title “ The Establishment in London of an 
Advanced School of Legal Study.” In one form 

I or another this idea has found expression at 
3 ! various times during the last 50 years, and 
i, | the weighty support which it has always receive* 
r I is alone sufficient to secure for the proposal tha 

most careful consideration. But it is likely that- 
at the actual sittings of the Congress the legal 
profession throughout the Empire will be only 
incidentally represented, and in any event the 
time available for discussion must necessarily 
be very limited. I am therefore taking the 
liberty of asking for the hospitality of your 
columns in order to put forward some suggestions 
which may perhaps serve as a preliminary basis 
for the fuller discussion of this proposal br­
others better qualified than myself.

The scheme will fail if we either try to do the 
wrong thing or try to do the right thing in the 
wrong v'ay. May I therefore offer as briefly as 
possible two negative and three positive sug­
gestions ?

It
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it In the first place, the whole idea should be kept 
clear o£ the least suspicion oi propaganda. In certain 
parts of thé Empire, notably Quebec and South 
Africa, there is a very strong local sentiment which is 
intensely jealous of any encroachment of the English 
common law upon the traditional civil law system of 
the country. If there is the slightest ground for sus­
pecting that this proposal forms part of a movement 
for propagating the English common law throughout 
the Dominions at the expense of other existing 
systems, it, will obtain no support outside the present 
common law jurisdictions. Throughout this dis­
cussion it will therefore be prudent lor the devotees 
of the common law to exercise soft-restraint in singing 
the praises of their deity, and it will also be wise to 
avoid all politico-sentimental talk about “ drawing 
closer the bonds of Empire,” the supernatural wisdom 
of the Privy Council, and similar forms of Im­
perialist propaganda. The scheme should be dis­
cussed solely upon its technical merits as a means lor 
the scientific study of law and the practical improve­
ment of legislation.

Secondly, it is important that no proposal should! 
be made to interfere with or to duplicate the existing 
Systems lor admission to the legal profession ill 
various parts of the Empire. Upon tilts point local! 
professional feeling is very strong in many parts on 
the Dominions, and in Canada it lias hitherto proved! 
impossible for the provincial Bar societies to agreJ 
even upon uniform standards and methods of legal 
education within the Dominion. Any proposal to! 
create a body in London with co-ordinate power to! 
prepare students in whole or in part for the provincial! 
Bars would arouse an hostility that would probably bq 
fatal.
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My first positive suggestion, therefore, is that 
its teaching side the proposed school should 

confine itself strictly to the instruction of well- 
116 prepared students who have already taken a 
he degree in law or otherwise qualified themselves 
if for admission to practise in their respective 

ne countries. Some of these students will come at 
their own cost, but many will require financial 
assistance, and they should stay at least two 
years. In most cases they will probably take the 

nS- opportunity of “ eating dinners ” and being 
in called to the English Bar. The work should be 

,ejr arranged in such a manner as to permit of 
eir current attendance in chambers or offices. In 

Canada, at any rate, the apprenticeship part of 
legal education has, under modern conditions,

H, in largely degenerated into a useless form, and an 
| the inside acquaintance with good English practice 
dren j| would be of the highest educational value to, 
ih jj&studenhs from this Dominion. The general, 

educational level of the profession in Canada is 
far below that which prevails at the English Bar, 

lilti and this shows itself in the very inferior char- 
thA aeter of the work done, when judged by English 
les»„professional standards. If even a small number 

'of Canadian students could be put through a 
good course of advanced study, coupled with 

• .« some Practical experience, a very real benefit! 
oisyS would be conferred on the legal profession and! 
k no tie the public in the 'Dominion. ' J

On its scientific sida the aiHin work of the
school should be the advanced at»^j —c----- -
parative law and legislation. In France this 

l,nd branch of study has lately come into considerable 
*eir prominence, but, so far as I know, it is almost 
if in entirely neglected throughout the British 

Empire. At Columbia University, in New York, 
private endowment has created a “ Legislative 
Drafting Research Fund,” and the assistance of 
this department is being continually sought in 
the drafting of legislation throughout the United 
States. Our own Society of Comparative Legis­
lation already does much valuable n ter ary work 
in this connexion, but its resources are, of course, 
very limited, and its labours are at present 
known only to a few scholars.

Under present conditions much of the '1 
enormous legislative energy annually expended l,.‘ 
throughout the Empire is largely running to ° ; 
waste. There is a vast amount of needlessly bad P1 
draftsmanship, and a vast amount of quite ‘1 
unnecessary local variation. In Canada the work 
of the Commissioners on Uniformity of Legisla- s 
tion has done much to correct this evil, and the 
labours of a similar body in the United States 
have resulted in the general adoption of uniform 
State laws upon such subjects as sale of goods, 
negotiable instruments, and other commercial 
matters. A bureau of this kind, located in 
London and provided with the necessary support, 
could undoubtedly render invaluable service to 
the Empire as a whole.

Lastly, it is essential that the school should 
be equipped with a real library of Imperial 
law. At present such libraries can be found 
at Harvard and Columbia, and possibly at one 
or two other American universities, but it is 
rather humiliating to reflect that no such library 
in a complete form can be found in the British 
Dominions. Among the English libraries several 
have large collections of Colonial reports and 
statutes, but there is much overlapping, and no 
library that I know is complete in the sense in 
which those of Harvard and Columbia are com­
plete. That such a library in London would 
be of immense value in a score of ways requires 

demonstration.
I offer these remarks for what they are worth, 

fully conscious that many criticisms and im­
provements will immediately suggest themselves 
to more competent judges. I have only written, 
since I fear lest another excellent proposal may 
end in talk merely because we have neglected 
in good time to define our objective and the 
means whereby we hope to reach it.
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I am, &c.,
HERBERT A. SMITH.

Faculty of Law, McGill University, Montreal.
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McGill University
MONTREAL

Faculty of Law

5th December, 192"7

Hon. Mr Justice Greenshields 
The Court House 

Montreal

My dear Judge:

You may remember that I spoke to you a little time 

ago about the possibility of my applying for leave of ab­

sence during the session of T923-29, and I am now writing 

to ask you to be good enough to submit my formal applica­

tion to the Principal, if it meets with your approval.

This is now my ninth year of service at McGill, and 1 

have not hitherto asked for more than three or four days 

leave during the whole of this period, 

ulty has changed greatly.

Meanwhile the Fac-

Nine years ago it was scarcely 

more than an organisation for supplementing office work by 

early morning and evening lectures. To-day it is an integ­

ral part of the life of the University and has also ob­

tained a certain amount of international recognition. In 

the achievement of this result I think that I may fairly 

claim to have done my share; certainly the development of 

the Faculty meant a great deal of additional work for me

during the four years that I was in charge of the adminis­

tration.

Since coming to McGill I have published two small 

books, besides contributing extensively--perhaps even ex­

cessively--to legal reviews in Canada, England, and the

Another book by Professor Corbett and my­

self will be published next year.

United States.



__________
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2.

You know ernough of my affairs to be aware that it 

would be almost impossible for me to bring my family back

The doctor's orders madeto Canada at the present time.

it imperative for us to take Kenneth to Europe two years, 

ago, and the children are still too young for the family

For the next year or two at least we should 

not be justified in bringing Kenneth back to Canada for 

the winter, and the situation is now further complicated 

by the fact that Patrick has been admitted to the Royal

to be divided.

Naval College at Dartmouth, and provision must therefore

I only mention these domesticbe made for his holidays. 

details in order to make it clear that our present posi­

tion is not due to any lack of interest in the University

realise the social obligations ofor to any failure to 

academic life.

Our private means are just about sufficient to bridge 

the gap between my salary and the present cost of our fam­

ily, but I should of course be quite willing to pay the 

expenses of any temporary lecturers who might be engaged 

to lecture during my absence.

I am making early application in order that any 

essary adjustments may be arrringed in good time, and I 

will ask you to be kind enough to forward this letter to

wisB

nec-

the Principal with any recommendations that you may

to make.

Believe me,

Very sincerely yours



McGill University
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eptemèer 18, 1924*

-rofessor H.A. 3nith, 
r’aculty of law,
•oGlll University*

1

Dear -rofessor Smith;
l am directed by the .rinolyal to acknowledf 9 t e 

receipt of your letter of yesterday's date*
I

Tours faithful y.
I

ilfrid Jovo;, •

I

WÈÊÊÈÈÈ■■■■

If*

Si

'
si

ill

1
m

m

_____ __ lËb^l

!

t

*

MB



'-4-

McGill University

MONTREAL
Faculty of Law

a

29th March, 1924

The Principal
McGill University 

Montreal
HI
1

Dear Mr Principal:

I am quite willing to accept the arrangement pro­

posed in your letter of the 21st March, which has only 

just reached me, and I will do my best to discharge the 

duties of the new chair for so long as I may remain here.

It seems to me doubtful whether insurance properly 

should be assigned to such a chair, but that is a matter 

of detail which dould be discussed at any time, and it 

does not affect or qualify my consent to the arrangement 

which you propose.

In addition to the work mentioned in the schedule I 

am prepared to undertake the instruction of the remaining 

students until they graduate in T926.

Yours faithfully

"

'

.

«

LL.B.

'
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McGILL UNIVERSITY
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Faculty of law
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McGill University

MONTREAL
Faculty of Law

Office of the Dean
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December 5th, 1923

Professor H. A, Smith, 
Vioe-Dean, Faculty of Law, 
McGill University.

£9

Dear Mr. Vice-Deans-

I beg to acknowledge your 
letter of December 5th in which you proposé 
that you should resign from the office of Vice- 
Dean as from the 1st of March, 1924.

I do not feel that it would 
be qu'ite right to make a change of this nature 
in the middle of the year, and I do not think, 
therefore, that it is possible for me to accept 
your resignation as at that date. I have, however, 
no objection to accepting it as of the end of the 
present year, June 30th.i

.
Yours faithfully.

Principal.

»

HBHBH 5
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McGill University
MONTREAL

KK

FACULTY OF LAW
Office of the dean December 5th, 1923.

The Principal,
McOil1 Univer sity, 

Montreal.i

Dear Mr. Principal,

Chief Justice Lafontaine told me at dinner last

Saturday that he expected Ur. Justice Greenshields to 

return and resume his judicial duties during the month 

of March.

M It is clear that the duties and responsibilities 

assigned to the Dean by the statutes fch. X, s. 1), cannot 

be shared or delegated, and any attempt to divide the 

responsibility would be obviously contrar;/ to sound principles

I am sure that you would not wish me 

to continue to assist the Dean in a merely clerical capacity 

without any executive responsibility, nor would I wish myself 

to risk any repetition of the events of the summer, when the 

Dean thought fit to make important recommendations to you 

without even informing me of his action.

I will therefore ask you to accept my resignation 

of the office of Vice-Dean as from the 1st March, 1924. 

am writing some months in advance of the date in order to 

avoid causing you any embarrassment which a shorter notice 

might possibly occasion.

V;<: ••

of administration.

I

Faithfully yours,

Vice-Dean.

;

■



June 29th, 1923.

Professor H. A. Smith, 
Faculty of Law,
McGill University.

Dear Professor Smiths-
This is just a brief note 

to congratulate you on winning the $200. prize 
on your "Federalism in North America",

V:;. I shall look forward with much
In the meantimeinterest to reading the "book,

I hope you are enjoying your holiday.

Yours faithfully.
I

i

—

\

J
—————1
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April
Twenty-sixth 

1923 •
■

I

Sir Henry A. Liters, D.Sc 
Vice-Chancellor,
The University, 
Manchester, England.

r' e R « S « ,• *

My dear Vice-Chancellor:-
I am ashamed of myself 

that I have not replied to your letter of March 
15th before this. I had a letter written giving 
my opinion of Professor Smith’s qualifications, 
but deferred sending it until he gave me a definite 
reply as to his v/ishes. I think he has already 
written to you and told you that he would remain 
at McGill.

If for the sake of future reference 
you would care to have on file oxir- appreciation of 
his work I have only this to say:

Regarding his ability as a teacher, 
I know that he gives much time and thought to the 
preparation of his work and that he possesses the 
ability to convoy to others what he has to say in 
a clear, concise and understandable manner, 
fessor Smith has very definite views on the manner 
in which the study of law should be presented to 
students.

Pro-

He has investigated many of the Law 
Schools in the United States and is thoroughly con­
vinced that the "case" method of teaching is the 
soundest method.

With .regard to his powers of organi­
sation, there is no doubt that he possesses initiative 
and a capacity to master details readily. He is by 
no means inclined to let things drift and 1 would 
class him as a good organizer. He is a ready, logical

pPggg 1

m
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Sir Henry Hiers 2 "°

$3

and convincing speaker and writes well. In the 
Law Association of Canada he is listened to with 
respect.

As to his relations with students 
tj.nd colleagues. I can safely say that they are 
extremely happy. He possesses to the fullest extent 
their respect and confidence. He is courteous, 
fair and sympathetic in his treatment. I think the 
other members of Faculty regard him as an able, 
serious and conscientious member of their body, 
loyal and devoted to the Faculty and to the 
University.

Vith all good wishes, I am,

.Ever yours faithfully.

Principal•

g
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From

The Vice-Chancellor,
The University,

Manchester.

-
1L_ad_

Vice-Chancellor :
Sir Henry A. Miers, D.Sc., F.R.S.

March 15th 1923

sa. Dear principal,

This Summer re shall lose our Professor of Law »

H.J. Brierly, who has been appointed, to the Chair of International

Law at Oxford.
;

A Committee oi the Senate is engaged in making

preliminary enquiries concerning those who might possibly be invited 

to occupy the vacant chair, and among those whose names havH *oeen

brought to their notice is Professor 11.Smith.

I shall be much obliged if you will let me have for the private 

information of the Committee your opinion concerning his qualifications 

as a teacher and as head of a Department.

academic record, and I am to some extent personally acquainted with 

him but his teaching experience has mainly been in Montreal.

We should like to know what opportunities he has had with you for 

showing his capacity as an organiser and for influencing professional 

men in the City; in addition to your opinion concerning his powers as 

a teacher and his relations with students and colleagues.

I should also be vety grateful if you can let me know 

whether there is reason to believe that Professor Smith rould be 

available for the Manchester post, and whether he would wish to be

We know his distinguished

»

a

11
:.y

considered for it, and whether he would accept the Chair in the event

■■■■
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of his receiving an invitation from 

understand that the Committee is considering 

persons as well.

us. You win of cours e

the names of other

Forgive me ior troubling you with all these questions, 

but you win under stand.

of Smith and his work.
jqy anxiety to have your personal opinion

Believe me,

Yours very truly,
C"VO/\

General Sir Arthur W. 
Principal,
McGill University
Montreal
Canada

Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,
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h-McGill University
MONTREAL

faculty of law
Office of the Dean

50th Hay, 1922

The Principal
McGill University

Dear Principal:

It has been suggested to me privately and unoffici­

ally that I might possibly be well advised to apply for 

the Chichele chair of international law recently vacated 

at Oxford by the death of Sir Erie Richards. Personally 

I should regard myself as an outsider, but the possibili­

ties of the post are so great that I do not like to dis­

miss the suggestion altogether from my mind, 

do nothing until 1 have made further inquiries at Oxford.

I only mention it now confidentially in order to

SS:

I

But I shall

urge again the importance of putting the administration 

of this Faculty upon a sound and permanent footing before

The appointment is hardlywe separate for the summer, 

likely to be made before September, which would cause the

maximum of inconvenience to this Faculty, in the impro­

bable event of the choice falling on myself. 

tial that whoever handles the new students next session 

should be thoroughly familiar with our policy and prac­

tice. Otherwise great confusion is bound to result. I 

should add that our secretary, the only other person who 

really knows the ropes, is also thinking of giving up her 

work in September.

As I have said, I regard my appointment as extremely 

unlikely, and perhaps * may not even apply. I prefer

It is essen-

k''
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living in Canada, and I would not be tempted back to Eng­
land by anything less than the exceptional opportunities 
of a chair which has always been held by mens of distinc- 

But in any event I wish to urge upon you that the 
Faculty has become, so far as administration is concerned 
far too much of a one-man affair.

tion.

It o ght to be organised, 
so that any casualty could be replaced at short notice.

I shall be mentioning the matter to Judge Greenshields, 
but I hope that you will not find it necessary to speak 
of it to any one else.

Sincerely yours
HaSv-iir

_____
.

>
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March

Fourteenth
1922,

Professor H..*.Smith, 
Faculty of Law, 
McGill University.

Dear Professor Smithî-

I have your note of today 
re your accepting the editorship of the proposed 
Canadian Law Review.

Rather than having any objection 
to your acting in such a capacity I shall he very 
pleased to have you undertake the work.

Yours faithfully,

SI
■

Pri-noipal.

:

v.
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McGill University
MONTREAL

*

Faculty of Law 
Robert W. Lee

746 UNIVERSITY STREET
TELEPHONE: UPTOWN 5920M A.. D.C.L., K.C.

DEAN T4th March, T922

The Principal
McGill University

Dear Principàl: AS-

As you may have noticed in the papers, the Executive 

Council of the Canadian Bar Association is now proposing 

to undertake tne puoilcation of a Canadian law review,

■

which it is hoped to make an adequate expression of leg-

The Committee in charge of 

the matter have done me the honour of suggesting that

The publication would probably

al thought in this country.

■

.

I should act as editor, 

begin next rw&ter.

I am personally disposed to accept this suggestion, 

but of course I would not wish to undertake any extra 

permanent work without informing you. 

be closely connected with my ordinary work, and I think 

that it would probably be in the interests of the Uni­

versity to have the proposed review edited from McGill. 

The question of salary has not yet been raised, but I 

do not imagine that they will be able to pay very much 

to start with.

The duties would
■

@8
'

SI
SU
II hope that there is no objectjjoi^ to this from the 

University point of view.

Sincerely yours
ft

IfrS---11-' ■

..
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McGill University
MONTREAL

746 UNIVERSITY STREET
TELEPHONE: UPTOWN 5920

FACULTY OF LAW
Robert W. Lee, M A., D.C.L., K.C.

23-3-1921

*
?, •'

Dear Principal:

Mr Justice Mignault of the Supreme Court will de­

liver his annual lectures on Tuesday and Thursday of next

net 1 , in the lecture ro )m of theweek,

Old Medieal Building at 5-OC n.m. The subject will e

"The Authorit of Decided Cases".

When Judge Mignault was an ointed to the Supreme 

the G-overnors were nnxio ;s to retain such a dis­court■

tinguished scholar on the list of the Faculty, and he 

was accordingly made "Professor of Legal Ethics" on the 

underst. riding that he should deliver a counle of lectures 

annually upon some subject of more or less general inter- 

The lectures are therefore open to all who may 

care to attend, and I s ould be glad if you would let

We should be

E ■
I

IS;

* 1

est.
SI?;-
; 1;

Ss
4,

greatly pleased if you could spare the time to be pre­

sent yourself on either evening.

Sincerely yours

.v
IS

I
1

I
/ tJL f

m
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En 'hr; ______________________________________________
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February
Ninth1921.

Professor H. A. Smith, 
Faculty of Law,
McSill University.

Dear Professor Smith:-
1 am returning herewithpapers lealing with the Institute of International 

Education of Sew York.
I had alrea-iy receive! copies ana 

2 agree with you that it is well to keep in touch with this Association. I shall ce very glai 
you^would Iraw my attention to the presence on t;ds siof the water of lecturers with whose 

work you are familiar.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.

$
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Professor K. A. Smith, 
Faculty of Law,

Le r Professor S.iith:-

I aa returning herewith 
from the American -academy of Politicalletter 

and Serial ..Science.

;ith reference to your trip to 
Philadelphia, the Principal wishes me to tell 
you that your railway fare mill he paid by the 
University. . .

Yours sincerely,

Principal's Secretary.

I

-

February
Fifth
1921.

;

■
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February
Fourth
1921. $

-

F. G. Gale, Esq., 
Watery!lie, ,ue.

Dear Sir:-
Vith reference to the matter 

concerning which you interviewe! me, I have mr.de 
" ue enquiry and so far as I can learn there is 
nothing in the rumour.

There is no doubt that Mr. Boss is somewhat dissatisfied with the way things 
are going, but I do not believe he has taken any 
such step as outlined by you.

I 9 'Tours faithfully,

■ Principal.

.

'rrS;
11■
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Faculty of Law,

2.6.th NOv.. ,. 192).Montreal,I
Dear Sir,

A meeting of the Faculty of 

Law will be held in the Dean’s Room 

at McGill College on Monday, 
the 29th.day of November at 6.00 p.m.

o’clock.
Yours faithfully,

y^y-.lb......
for the Dean.

BUSINESS :
1. Petition of Notarial Students.
2. Report of the Committee on summer 

in Civil Law.
of curriculum for course "A".course

3. Question4. Financial position of the Faculty.

n

..1m
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fiovemb er
Twenty-sixth

1920.

Professes Jl. 
Acuity of Law, 
MoGill University,

Smith,

Sear Professor Smith:-

you can rive h^S?“7' 'e00:aber lat. when 
transpirai. a030ont of v,hut

:

Si

Yours very truly.

principal's Secretary, 1

■

-
1

:mr* ■
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September
Seventh
1920.

Professor L.A.Smith, 
Faculty of Law,
746 University ; treet.

'

.

Dear Professor Smith:-

I am
enclosing herewith oopy of Memorandum 
hy Dean Lee on the Law Faculty of McGill 
University.

y -

m

The Principal desires 
me to thank you for your kindness 
in loaning this paper to him, and to 
say to you that we already have a 
oopy on the files in this office.

Yours very truly,

Principal’s Secretary.

i

i

z
i
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McGill University

NTREAL .
m Faculty of law

Office of the Dean "Amberley"
Tadousac,:^r. F.Q.

9th July

Dear ^rineipal:

I greatly appreciate your courtesy In writing to con­

gratulate me upon the luck which I had in the David com- 

Your letter has lain here awaiting my return S:petition.

from the junior bar examinations at Quebec, or it would
■

have been more promptly acknowledged.

Please do not bother to read the little book, which 

is very elementary, and will not tell you anything you

The publishers wish me to try some­

thing more elaborate along the same lines, and 1 may y 

possibly take it up during the winter, but 1 cannot say 

yet.

\did not know before.

»:
1

The senior bar examinations have markedly improved ri

now, and the students whom I met at Quebec thought the

I think that the conference whichquestions quite fair, 

you called last year has had good results, and Tyndale's I

1 haveinfluence on the board has been all to the good, 

not yeir seen the pass list, but I believe that weX shall

have nothing to complain of».

This is o#e of the most beautiful places that 1 have 

and the air is fine, especially for children.

Im ■
■ 1

,-A

■

ever seen,

There is a good hotel for those who can afford it, and 

the lack of roads protects the place from the cars, Jews, 

wealthy Americans who have ruined Murray Bay.

:
1

.

i
IYouand

might do worse than come here, if you need a real rest.
■gpl
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