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Moved in amendment-
"That by a Return of the House of the 16th February, 1877, dated lot March,

1877,-and also bv a Return to an Order of the House of the 19th March,
1877, and dated 2A0h March, 1877, for copies of all tenders and contracts,
plans and other correspondence, relating to the Ingonish Harbor contract, in
Nova Scotia, it appears:-

"That on the 10th of May, 1873, the contract for buildirg Ingonish Harbour was
awarded to F. W. M~cKenrie, for the sum of $78,208.60; that in pursuance
thereof an agreement was entered into, on the 22nd July, 1873, between F.
W. McKenrie and the Minister of Public Works; that under the terms of the
agreement, atterwards renewed between Ross and McKay,to whom the contract
was transferred by the said F. W. McKenrie and the present Government on
the 5th February, 1874, it was stipulated, tiat any change which the Govern-
ment Engineer deeined necessarv to be made in the original plans, should be
so inade by the contractor; and if extra expenses were entailed by such
changes, the contractor shonld be paid extra for teni ; but should the change
lessen the original expense, then such should be deducted fron the anount of
the contract :

"That by the said contract, the said Ross and McKav were bound to build a Break-
water 700 feet long, and were to make good all damages it miight sustain
during its construction ; that they were to dredge a channel into the harbonr
200 feet wide, and filteen feet deep; that the conitract was to be finished on or
before the 31st JDecenber, 1874; that the contractor wag lialble for any salary
or wages due the person superintending the work, in behalf of the Govern-
ment, for anv time he might serve in so superintending beyond the 31st
December, 1874;

"That on the 30th September, 1875, Mr. Perley, Government Engineer, six
monthis after the work should have been tinished, recoimended extra work,
estimated to cost $2,000 ;

<'That it appears the said Breakwater was not taken off the hands of the contrac-
tors before the 17th February, 1877; that al that time there was but 565 feet
of the Breakwater the contractor was to construct conipleted-or 135 feet less
than allowed by the terms of the contract;

" That it does not appear that the channel has been dredged 200 feet wide and 15
feet deep, aq per terms of contract, and as recommended on the 26th Jantiary,
1876, both by Mr. Perlev and Mr. Baillaré ; but on the contrary. the papers
go to show that it has heen dredged only 60 feet wide and 12 feet deep ;

u That it appears the sum of $1,975 was paid one Angus McLeod, superintendent
on this work, in behalf of the Government, for attendance subsequent to the
31st December, 1874, the time at which the work should have been com-
pleted:

"That notwithstanding the reduction in the length of the Breakwater, and that
the dredging was not done to the width of 200 feet, and to the depth of 15
feet, but only to 60 feet wide and 12 feet deep, and the extension of the time
for building it to over two years. the Government paid the full amount of
contract, $78,208.60 ; and alsoextras to the anount of $3,643, ithout deduct-
ing therefrom the allowance for the Breakwater being less in length, and the
dredging les@ in width and depth as aforesaid, and without deducting the
$1,975 paid for the services of Superintendent after the time allowed for the
completion of the contract.

"That, in the opinion of this House, there was paid to the contractors a great
deal more than ougit to have been paid, causing serious loos to the country." 2203

After debate, motion in amendment (Mr. McDonald, Cape Breton) noga-
tived on division. Yeas, 49 ; Nays, 98................................ 2212
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ERRATA VOL. V.

Page 1412, lst col., at the end of Mr. Tupper's speech, insert the following:
"They might be sent to St. John by water at one-tenth the cost, and, in fact, it would be far

better for the Government to hire vessels and send them that way than by railway, and
they would make more money by it.

"Mn. McKAY (Colehester) said they might be sent that way for $12 a car-load, and the
lowest cost on the railway would be $25 a car.

"MR. MACKENZIE-And that is very low.

"MR. McKAY said it was very low but he contended that the brick-makers of this country
should be placed on a level with those of the United States. If the duty was taken off
then the Canadian brick-maker might compete."

Page 1621, 2nd col., line 15, for " 812 " read "50c."
Page 1640, lst col., line 52, for "MacDonnell" read " McDonald (Cape Breton.)"
Page 1659, 2nd col., lino 4, for "Jetté " read "Baby."
Page 1813, 2nd col., line 3, before " now " insert "not."
Page 1975, 2nd col., lines 11 and 12, for " The Government " read "L'Evenement."
Page 2009, lst col., line 4, for " Tasichereau " read " Mackenzie."
Page 2009, 2nd col., bne 18, for "Cartwright " read " Blake."
Page 2086, 2nd col.. line 28, for "Stephens " read " Stephenson."
Page 2140, 1st col., ilsert in Division the following names-Yeas:

"Baby, Caron, Langevun, Pinsonneault,
Benoit, / Casgrain, Lanthier, Platt,
Bernier, Flesher, Little, Plumb,
Blanchet, Fraser, I1acdonald (Kingston), Pope (Compton),
Bolduc, Gibbs (Ontario North), Monteith, Robinson,
Bourassa, Haggart, Montplaisir, Rochester,
Bowell, Harwood, Orton, Ryan.
Campbell, Jones (Leeds),

Page 2558, 1st col., line 14, for I"April " read " May."
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HIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 261h March, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
.o'clock.

PRAYERS.

THE QUEBEC PROVINCIAL CRISIS.

MESSAGE PROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

MR. MACKENZIE delivered a Mes-
saîge from Bis Excellency the Gover-
nlor-General.

MR. SPEA KER read the Message,
and it is as follows:

" DFFERt N.

"The Governor-General traunsmits to the
Ilouse of Commons a Memorandum fromn
His lionour the Lieutenant-Governor of the
Province of Quebec, with accompanying
dlocuments, containing explanations in re-
ference to the recent M'inisterial changes in
tiat Province.
" 1oVERNMENT HOUS-E,

" OTTAw, 26th March, 1878."

MR. MASSON said he would like to
know whether the correspondence re-
lative to the De Boucherville Ministry,
ais it was printed, could not be placed
,it once in the hands of members.

Ma. MACKENZIE said he had but
one copy printed.

Ma. MASSON: Then it was printed
in Quebec.

MR. MACKENZIE: Yes.

àla. MASSON: That is extraor-
dinary. There must be copies some-
wherc.

MUa. MACKENZIE: That is likely.

MR. MASSON: Does the hon. gen-
tîinan think it is too long to be
printed in the Votes and Proceedings?

MR. MACKENZIE: I do not think
that it should be so printed; but, by
under.tanding, it might be printed and
distributed to-morrow.

MR. LANGEVIN: I would suggest
that the Address fron the Legislative
Assembly of Quebec, whieh Lwas
brouglit down, should be printed as
well.

MIR. MACKENZ[E: I think that
Vould do ver well. The two can be

pr'inted together.
ss½

Ma. MASSON: Is the corre;pon-
dence which took place just before the
dismissal of the Ministry included ?

MR. MACKENZlE: I suppose so.
The Governnent have nothing else in
their possession, but I thirk it is there.

BILL INTRODUCED.

The following Bill was introduced
and read thefirst time:-

Bill (No. 60) To amend the Consolidated
Insurance Act, 1877.-(Mr. Killam).

PILOTAGE ACTS AMENDMENT.

NOTICE OF MOTION.

Ma. SMITHI (Westmoreland) moved
that the House, on Thursday next, go
into Committee of the Whole to con-
sider the following resolution:

" That it is expedient to provide that the
Montreal Harbour Comniissioners may, with
the approval of the Governor in Council,
niake provision for licensing a second class
of pilots for all steamers and for other vessele,
not exceeding 250 tons register, and for other
vessels exceeding 80 and not exceeding 250
tous register, navigating the River St. Law-
rence between the harbour of Quebec and the
upper limits of the harbour of Montreah, and
may establish rates of pilotage to be paid by
such steamers and vessels compulsordly, ex-
cept ferry boats and steamers having on board
a second class pilot as master or mate thereof,
or vessels not exceeding 250 tons register
when in tow of a steamer in charge of a
lieensed pilot; and o anend the Pilotage
Acts of Canada accordingly."

lie said that this resolution eontem-
plated the introduction ofa Bill making
a change in the Pilotage Law as con.
cerned the River St. Lawrence between
Montroal and Quebec, inclusive At
present ail vessels under 250 tons
register, registered in Canada, were
exempt fromu paying pilotage dues;
and alt vessels below 250 tons, where-
ever tiey niay have been regi.wtred,
were also exempt. Experienco had
shown that, in coninection with voseois
below this aize naviguting the River
St. Lawrence between these two points,
a great niany collisions had arisen ;
and on this subject a petition lad been
reeived from the ilarbour Commis-
sioners of Montroal, which, bve-and-
bye, he would read ; and also a coi-
iunication fromi Sir Iiugh Allan, who
was a large steamboat owner, and
largely interested in shipping am the

General (MAILCH 26, 1878.)



1396 General

navigation of the river, recommending
that second class pilots should be
established, and that al] sailing-vessels
between 80 and 250 tons should be
made subject to pilotage dues, as well
as all steamers of whatever size they
might be. Practically, this resolution
would require that all steamers, of wlhat-
ever description, below 250 tons, and
other vossels engaged in that service,
should take the services of second class
pilots; and ali vessels below 80 tons
would not require a pilot on board at
all.

Ma. MITCHELL: Will any discrim-
ination be made in the rate of pilotage
fees between first and second class
pilots?

Ma. SMITHI: It is left entirely to
the Harbour Commissioners to make
rules, whicb, however, are subject to
the approval of the Governor in Coun-
(il. That power is now possessed.

MR. LANGEIN: Is the pilotage
rate now fixed by law or left entirely
to the Harbour Commissioners ?

Ma. SMITH: They have the power;
yes.

Ma. LANGEVIN: In this case is a
rate to be established by the Bill ?

MR. SMITH: No; it will be estab-
lished by the Harbour Commissioners,
subjeet, however, to the approval of
the Governor in Council. This is
intended to secure the services of skil-
ful men on board of all steamers and
of the smaller class of vessels. They
will require to have a second-class
license, and it will be sufficient if one
of the bands or the captain or mate
has the certificate of a second-class
pilot.

MR. MITCHELL: Am I to under-
stand that the Bill which the hon.
gentleman intends to introduce will
provide that the owners of decked
vessels and the smaller class of
steamers, or any steamers under a cer-
tain class, shall be entitled, if they
choose to hire a holder of a second
class certificate as an officer, a captain
or a mate or a band ?

Ma. SMITH: Yes.
Ma. BLANCHET: Will this pro-

posed amendment to the Pilotage Act
affect the pilota below Quebec.

Ma. SMITH: No.
Motion agreed to.

M. SMITH.

MALT DUTY BILL.-[BILL No. 61.]

(Mr. Laurier,)

FIRST READING.

Resolution reported from Commit-
tee of the Whole (Mai-ci 22nd) read'
the first and second tine and agreed to.

MR. LAURIER introduced a Bill
(No. G1) Respecting the duty on
malt.

Bill read the first time.

KEEWATIN MUNICIPALITIES BILL.-
[BILL No. 23 ]

(Jfr. Mills.)

CONsIDERED IN COMMITTEE

H ouse again resolve1 itself into
Committee of the Whole on the said
Bill.

(In the Committee)

On Section 21,

MR. LANGEVIN siuggested that the
ballot system, as adopted in the Pro-
vince of*Quebec, should be introduced
into the Bill.

MR. MILLS said the Bill provided
against frauds. The ballots were
initialled and endorsed with the name
of the returning officer, and it was in-

possible to carry them ont of the polI
house without being dotected. The
provision in the Bill was sufficient to
prevent them being taken away. whîich
was all that could be accomplished by
the seheme proposed by the bon. mem-
ber for Charlevoix.

MR. LANGEVIN said that a voter
after coming out of the compartment
in which he went to mark his ticket,
might rush out, unperceived by the-
officer, with his ticket in his pocket.
The result of which act might be fraud.
That ticket would be marked by an
outside party and given to another
elector to deposit, who would return
with a similar blank ticket to be
marked and handed to another voter
in the same manner, and o con-
tinue until the end of the election.
True, the offender could be punished,
but the fraud continued. Undertho
system adopted in Quebec this was
avoided.

(CUMMONS.] Business.
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Ma. MILLS said the provision was
in the Municipal Law of Ontario. It
had been suggested that there might
be an understanding between a voter
and a candidate, or the agent of a
-candidate, that hethe voter, should pro-
fess bis inability to read with a view
to allowing the party to see how he
marked his ballot. The agent might
exercise undue influence over voters
in that way, and might practically do
away with the secrecy of the ballot
in some instances. To prevent that
undue influence or fraudulent votes
beirg given the provision was in-
eerted.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.
On Section 96.
MR. PLUMB said it would be wise

to consider whether the children
should be brought up to speak English.
If we were to give them our institu-
tions, it was necessary the children
should have a thorough knowledge of
theEnglish language, unless the Gov-
ment intended to have all their laws
translated.

MR. MASSON said he did not sec
any inconvenience in allowing these
people to maintain their own language.
They would be clever enough to see
that it was to their advantage to learn
the English tongue.

MR. MILLS said that it would be
time thrown away to educate them in
any other language oxcept the one
spoken by their own people. They
would learn other languages after-
wards.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
the English language should be speci-
fied as one of the requisite branches to
be taught in those sehools. It was
strange that a complex machinery
should be framed for the benefit of these
people, and no provision made to teach
then the language in which those laws
were framed.

Ma. MACKENZIEsaid those people
would quickly learn the English lan-
guage. They had to live, as a whole,
.arnong a large English community

growing around them, and, no doubt,
would be quite as anxious to learn
English as Englishmen would be to
learn their language under similar
circumstances.

Section agreed to.
On section 105,

MR. BOWELL said that without
desiring to discuss the question of sepa-
rate schools, either Protestant or
Catholie, he would simply state that
he objected to the legislati-n embraced
in the present Bill, as well as that in
the North-West Territories Aot. le
had no objection to the people of
Keewatin or the North-West establish-
ing separate schools, and to baving all
the rights and privileges of the law
in managing them. and in exempting
certain classes holding different views
in regard to education, but he ques-
tioned the propriety of Parliament
imposing upon any section of the
country a school system which that
section might not desire or require.

MR. PLUMB said he thought the
Dominion Parliament had a perfect
right to impose that kind of legislation
upon territories under its own control,
and the point raised by the hon. mem-
ber for North llastings (Mr. Bowell)
was not well taken. It was quite pro-
per that Parliament should adopt the
measures contained in the Bill, because
the people of Keevatin would not have
the power to do it for a long period,
and they should be protected in the
meantime.

Section aqreed f'.
On Schedule C,

MR. PLUMB said the arrangements
provided in the Bill for making the
ballot secret were quite unnecessary.
ln the United States, where the system

originated, there was no secrecy. The
ballots were print<d and distributed
by thousands to show the candidates
of the parties, and the names of the
candidates for whom an elector voted
were fully known, unless lie had pasted
other naines on the ballot. There was
no secrecy about the voting, and never
had been. He wished that to be dis-
tinctly understood, because there was
an impression abroad that the system
of voting in the inited States was a

Keewc ztint Towniships
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secret one. On the other band, the
whole of the legislation by the Domin-
ion Parliament had been to ondeavour
to make the ballot secret. The system
of the ballot was a harmless one, but
it was unnecessary, especially in the
present Bill, and it would nlever be
carried into effect.

Ma. TUPPER: Before we pass
from Schedule C, I mav say, I suppose,
that the real object of this mode of"
action, which is somewhat new ard
which is not in our Election Law, is to
provide against a ballot being taken
out, and yet it is not carried so far as
to provide means of idenification as
to the party by whom the vote was
givern. Under the Ontario law, as I
understand it. every ballot is so
marked that it can ultimately be dis-
covered by scrutiny by who the vote
was cast in each case; but that is not
our law.

MR. MILLS : The main object is to
prevent an improper ballot paper being
deposited in the ballot box. The
initials of the returning officer are
placed on the ballot paper, and, there-
fore, he knows that it i, the genuine
paper which ho bas given to the voter
so that the ballot box cannot be
stuffed.

MR. TUPPER : In fact, the voter
cannot put in any paper other than
the ballot handed him by the officer.

MR. MILLS: Yes.
Ma. TUPPER : I would like to ask

the hon. the First Mnister whether it
is proposed to amend the Ballot Act
for the House of Commons in some
such mode as this, by which the same
fraud on the ballot, which obvious-
ly can take place without some such
protection, would be entirely pro-
vented.

MR. MACKENZIE: Well, we have
been considering some sueh amend-
ment.

MR. PLUMB: Will this Bill bc trans-
lated into language that these people
understand.

31a. MWILLS : Undoubtedly that can
be done,

Ma. MACKENZIE: The Council
can do that or niot, as they please.
They can take enre of themselves.

Section agreed to.
Ma. PLUMB.

On the motion to report the Bill,
MR. MITCHELL said the Bill was

one of such an extraordinary character
that it should not be allowed to pass
without a protest being made. Whilo
its details were being described, he had
not raised a single objectioii which
would impair its efficiency or prevent
its becoming as efficient a law asp
sible. No one on either bide of the
House could say that ho had in any
way attempted to limit thejudgment
of hon, gentlemen in their action in
relation to the Bill, and lie therefore
felt that the insinuation thrown out by
the hon. the First Mnister was quite
unwarranted and uncalled for. 1He
wished publicly to diselaim any desire
to protract the business of the louse,
but ho did feel it bis duty as a repre-
sentative of the people, when a
measure of such an extraordinarv
eharacter was applied to a section of
the country, to show that it was not
wanted. The district for which thils
legislation was intended comprised. ho
was informed, about 1,500 souls alto-
gether, of whom something like 80
were voters. Now, it such a piece of
machinery vas proposed to be intro-
duced into the city of London, would
not the utmost cor.sideration and the
gravest deliberation bc given to it ly
the most careful lawyers ? If it was
offered to Montreal, Halifax, Toronto,
St. John, Quebec or Hamilton, would
it, ho asked the House and the coun-
try, be adopted ? Hie musi say that
the attempt of the Government to
place a measure of that kind at work
for 1,500 ignorant Icelanders, who had
never had the opportunity of under-
standing the administration of muni-
cipal affairs or exercising the powers to
be vested in them, was the most pre-
posterous >Iece of legislation wlîich
had ever en suhmitted during hi
experience as a public man. Let any-
one consider what this legislation
would cost and look at what the work-
ing of the Bill would involve. Ie was
told there was only one English-speak-
ing man in the district. How, then,
were these people to learii the
language ? Was the Bill to be trans-
lated into Icelandic ? Were the
people to have tutors to teaeh tlem, or
were mon to o sent from Ontario and
Quebec for that purpose ? lie pre-
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sumed none would be taken from the
Maritime Provinces as tutors, because
the measure was founded on the muni-
cipal institutions of Ontario. low
were the people to work out the innu-
merable provisions of a municipal law
which was based upon the experience
of an independent community like that
of Ontario or Quebec, or the older Pro-
vinces of this Dominion? How was it
possible that these people destitute of
all knowledge as to the working of
such institution could judiciously work
out such a piece of machinery as was
eontained in the Bill? But le would
assume that they had intelligence, that
they would be educated, that men
would be sent there to inform them.
Under those circumstances ho asked
what the country would think of the
Government now in power that had
created the enormous expense which
would necessarily be involved and
which would likely be perpetuated for
the sake ofgoverning 1,500,people when
they should have been attached to
Manitoba district ? le asked how
they could justify the establishment of
such an elaborate picce of machinery
in awilderness like that? The Gov-
erniment had a majority which could
carry out their design, and thus saddle
the country with an immense expendi-
ture in addition to the sums expended
in relation to other matters. All,
therefore, the Opposition could do was
to endeavour to improve such Bills as
inuch as possible. For his own part he
hîad not endeavoured to embarrass the
passage or perfection of the measure.
His friends and himself had endeav-
oured to meet the wishes of those on
the other side, and ho must say that
their representations had been frankly
viewed by the hon. Minister who had
charge of the Bill. Be objected to it
however,as entirely unnecessary. There
might be some other and more simple
means whereby the temporal govern-
ment of that section of the country
might be established until it was pre-
pared by its iicreased population, by
the extent of its settlement, by its
evilization and by the education of its
people, to obtain and carry out a
great measure such ns thiis. The
Hlouse, and particularly the Opposit ion,
should not be asked to take upon them-
Selves the responsibility of suel a

measuro of legislation. They should
not assume the responsibility of
throwing on the country an amount
of expenditure which was unwarrant-
ed, unjustified by necessity, and
uncalled for by the people of Keewatin.
lie had felt it his duty to speak out
plainly on this matter. He opposed
the extravagance of such legislation
and the expenditure it would necessi-
tate, and predicted that total failure
would be the result of giving to a
people who did not understand our
institutions, the responsibility of work-
ing out such a measure.

Bill ordered to bc reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.

THE QUEBEC PROVINCIAL CRISIS.

REM ARKS.

Ma. TUPPER said that, before they
proceeded with the next business, he
would draw the attention of the hon.
the First Minister to an act which he
thouglht the right hon. gentleman who
led the Opposition (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) had some reason to complain
of. An important document, namely,
the explanation of the Lieutenant-
Governor ot Quebec, that day pre.
sented, was brought down by the hon.
Minister and submitted to the House,
and it wasassumed that, being brought
here by the Government, that the
members of the Government had
already had an opportunity of knowing
the contents of that document. It was
asked for bv the right bon. gentleman
(Sir John A. Macdonald) who wished
to make himielf acquainted with the
contents of this extremely important
document, and ie had just received it
when the Clerk of the House asked for
it for the purpose of docketing it in
the usual manner, giving the right hon.
gentleman to understand that it would
be re:urned in two minutes. Immedi-
atelv afterwards, the document had
been taken possession of by a Minister,
lie believed, for the purpose of com-
nicwating it to a portion of the Press
and exutding it from another portion
of the Press le thouglt ilis was a
natter which claimed the attention of
the Government.
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Ma, MACKENZIE: I really do not
think there is much ground of com-
plaint. I asked the Chairman of the
Pri nting Committee with regard to it,
and he told me it was in the printers'
hands at four o'clock, or the translator's
hand, I forget which.

MR. MASSON said it was not in the
printers' bands, because it had not left
the translator's hands yet.

Ma. BOWELL: The document bas
not yet been pLhced belore the Printing
Committee.

Ma. SPEAKER said his attention
had been called to the matter a short
time ago. He believed that when the
document was brought in it was laid
on the table, and was taken possession
of by the hon. member for Terrebonne
(Mr. Masson), who handed it to the
right hon. niember for Kingston (Sir
John A. Macdonald.) The Clerk in-
formed the latter that it was to be
printed immediately, and requested it
to be handed to him for the purpose of
recording it. At six o'clock the docu-
ment was in the bands of the Clerk,
who did not understand that the hon.
member for Kingston wished to have
it returned to him. On the way to
his room the Clerk was mot by the
Minister of Inland Revenue, who
asked for the document for a moment.
He could scarcely refuse, and he gave
the hon. gentleman the document for
a few moments. Then, not finding
the document returned to him at the
time he expected, he sent to enquire
for it, and the Minister of Inland
Revenue informed the messenger that
some other member had taken it.
Afterwards the Clerk, in looking up
the document, found it in one of the
rooms, where a gentleman was making
a precis of it, an hon. member of the
House being present at the time. The
document went immediately to the
hands of the translators, who were
now working hard at it with a view of
gotting it at once into the bands of
the printers, ready for to morrow. Ile
dîd not suppose it was the intention
of anyone to do wrong, and the Clerk
bad no intention of' treating the hon-
member for Kingston with any dis-
courtesy, and had no idea ut all that
lie wished1 the doemne: harided back
to him.

Ma. TuirEa.

Ma. TUPPER said he did not wish
to be understood as complaining of
any discourtesy on the part of the
Clerk ; he had no intention of doing
so; but ho did complain that a docu-
ment of a public character, brought
down bore by the Government, should
be taken out of the hands of the right
hon. gentleman who led the Opposi-
tion in this Ilouse, and communicated
to that part of the Press which was in
accord with the opinions of the hon.
Minister, before a record was made of
the document. They complained that
no opportunity was permitted the Op-
position to become acquainted with
the document before it was communi-
cated to members of the Press.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper)
soemed to think no one had any right

j to the document except the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston (Sir John A. Macdon-
ald). The hon. m-mber for East
Quebec (Mr. Laurier) had just the
same rights in this Ilouse as the mem-
ber for Kingston. The hon. member for
East Quebec had no opportunity of see-
ing the document before it was brought
down, and he had precisely the same
right to look at the paper as the lion.
member for Kingston had. The docu-
ment was not taken out of the right
hon. gentleman's hands by the mem-
ber for Quebec East, but by the Clerk,
who was not aware that it was to bc
returned. le (Mr. Mackenzie) was
surprised that such a charge should
have been brought.

Ma. MASSON said he admitted that
the hon. the Minister of the Interior
had a prfect right to obtain the paper.
but he had not the riglt to take it out
of the hands of the Clerk, who would,
otherwise, have returned it to the
right hon. member for Kingston, from
whom he had borrowed it for a fow
moments. The hon. Minister, it ap-
peared, handed the paper over to the
P>ress; the consequonce was, if it were
necessary to have it translatod to-mor-
row the translators would bc delayod a
whole evening waiting for it. The
reproach he had to make to the lon.
the Miiiister of Inland tevenue was
that lie had takenl this document and
had given it to his party Prosa to he
exclusion of that part of the Prejis
rep1resentti ng thue Opposition.
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Ma. MACKENZIE said he offered
every facility to the Press to get every
document, as soon as possible, which
came before the House.

Ma. LAUJRIER said he had not
known the document had been in the
possession of any bon. member. He
had asked it from the Clerk as a matter
of com-tesy, and ho had communicated
it to the gentlemen of the Press as a
matter ol courtesy. le had handed it
for a few moments only to the gentle-
men of the Press, and thought to have
had it back after a few minutes. As
the time elapsed he was reminded of it
bîy the Clerk, and immediately set to
work to get it back. He could not
have done more.

MANITOBA CLAIXS BILL-[BILL No. 46]

(Mr Mif)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.
Ma. MILLS said this Bill was very

:hort and the object very simple. In
Statute 38 Vic., chap. 53, 7th section,
there was the lollowing provision in
relation to the functions of the Com-
missioner for the purpose of settling
disputed land claims in Manitoba : -

" The Comniissioners shall not receive or
proceed upoin anv claiii until each of the
adverse or contlicting claimants has made
before the Comissioners,a an tdavit or
aflirmation in writing, signed by him, that
such claim isjust and weil founded, to the
lest ot bis knowledge and belief, &c., and
that lie bas, at least one mnontha before the
making of the affidavit or affirnation,caused
to be served on the party having, or sup-
posed to have, such adverse claim, notice m:
writing of his claim, and of his intention to
bring Ihe saine before the said Commission-
ers, and of the ime wlen it is intended to
be so b'roughit,and a copy of such notice shall
be annexed tothe affidavit or affirmation."
The Iouse would see, by this particu-
lar' section, that if any patrty de"ired
to prevent the Commissioners from
proceeding to decide conflicting claims
ot' the respective parties to any lands
in the Province of Manitoba, all that
was ne(essary to do was to refuse to
give lie requisite notice. The resuit
vas that no action could ie taken,

except in the case of thôse who volun-
teeretIo eomply with the provisions
01 the law, aind appiear beforet the Con-
m:sioners, for the puîtrpose of having

their respective claims ddtermined.
This Bill provided for the removal of
this defect in clause 17, which stated:

" The Comnissioners sball not receive or
proceed upon any claim until the party by
whomn or on whoee behalf the same is made,
or if such party consists cf more than one
person then until some one of such persons
has made and produced before the Commis-
sioners an affiaavit or affirmation in writing,
signed by him, that to the best of his know-
ledge and belief his claims are well founded,
that lie is not aware of any adverse claims
(if there be none), or if he is aware of any
adverse claim, that he bas, at least one
month before the making of such affidavit,
caueed to be served on the party making,
having or supposed to have such adverse
claim, a notice im writing of his claini and
of his intention to brng the same before the
Commiseioners at the tine appointed by
them for hearing tne claims of the respective
parties, and a copy of such notice shall be
attixed to the affidavit or affirmation."

This would put the parties in the same
position as they would be in an ordi-
nary suit. The Bill also provided
that the Commissioners shall have
power to enforce the attendance of
witnesses, and to compel them to give
evidence and so forth. There might
be parties who could give evidence
which would erable the Commis.ioners
to determine in whom the titie was
properly vested, and it was necessary
that power should be given to the
Conmmissioners to compel such parties
to give testimony. This Bill enabled
the Commissioners to procced without
delay in the settienieut of disputed
claims.

Ma. IIYAN said lie quito agreed
with the lion. the Minister of the In-
terior, as to the necessity of this
amendment. Last year, it had been
found that several cases were not tried
merely because oneofthe parties in each
case, and the one who, probably, Lad
Ino just claim to the land, was unwil-
ling to give notice, and the trials could
not be proceeded with onthat account,
and had to be postponed. Would
the lion. the Minister inforn hîim
whether there were any Commissioners
appointed to decide ihose claims, or
whether lon. Mr. Morris was still a
Comlmissioner ?

Ma. MILLS said there were con-
missioners appointed, an:i r. Morris
had resigned.

Bi ll read the serond ti'e.
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House resolved itself into Commnittee
of the Whole on said Bill.

(In the Committee).

In reply to Mr. MITCHELL,

Ma. MILLS s.id there were two or
three hundred cases in Manitobawhere
different parties claimed the same
property, and the Bill was for the pur-
pose of enabling the Commissioner to
report on the merits of their respec-
tive claims, and decide to whom the
patents should b issued. The law
provided that in cases of eonflicting
claims, advertisements shouid be in-
serted in newspapers calling upon the
parties to submit their claims to the
Commissioner. A time was appointed
at which the Commissioner was to
consider the claims and take evidence ;
but from a defect in the pro-
visions of the law, the Commissioner
was unable to proceed except with the
concurrence of the parties interested.
The great majority of the cases were
therefore postponed, and the sitting of
the Commission was postponed until
the 1st M1ay. The Commissioner made
his report, and three months were
allowed to elap-se before any decision
could be given by the Department upon
any case, so that the claims of any
party who might not have ben noti-
lied were not likely to sutffer.

Mi. RYAN explained that claims
were registered at the Land Office, and
one of the officials was present, with all
documents relating to the property in
question, at each sitting of the Com-
mission. le wished to guard the
interests and position of ion-resi-
dents who had claims to land in that
section of the country, but who had no
patents. The statement made bv the
hon.gentieman was very likely correct.
Turning to 38 Vic., cap. 53, he found
the following provision:

"The Governor may, from time to time,
issue a Commission under the Great Seal, to
such person or persons as he sball see fit, em-
powering him or thein, or a majority of them,
to investigate such cases as may be referred to
them by the Minister charged with the admin-
istration of Dominion Lands, in respect of thle
following matters :

"1. An1y such cases as many arise under the
first and* second sub-ections of the thirty-
second section of the A et Thirty-third Victoria,
chapter 3, and

"2. Any cases of adverne or conflicting
claims between differrnt perisons to lands men-

31 Rt. 3iLîLLs.

tioned in the third and fourth sub-sections of
the last mentioned Act, as the same are defined
by the Act passed in the present Session of
Parliament, intituled: ;Al Act to amend an
Act respecting the appropriations of certain
lands in Manitoba,' in respect of which also it
bas been previously established to the satisfac-
tion of the Minister charged with the Adminis-
tration of Dominion Lands, that there has been
undisturbed occupancy of the same as definel
as last aforesaid."
Four distinct Acts were reforred to.
He held that when a Minister rose to
explain the meaning ot a short Act-
as the hon.gentlemen termed it-such
as this was, he should give some ex-
planation to the House as to the effect
of it before it was passed, as was
proposed, sub silentio. Owing to the
statement made, his objection wat4
very much lessened, but ho di ioi.t
that this Act, of which this Bill was-
an amendment, and of which it pur-
ported to be a remedial section, was
most arbitrary, and he thought that it
ought not to be continued in its pre-
sent shape. It gave to the Minister.
and the Minister alonc, the powNer of
making reference to the Conimissioner
of the matters in dispute that arose,
when the only tribunal competent to
settle titles as to property in such a
case, should be the ordinary Courts of
law. It should not rest with tho
will of any Minister, who might act
arbitrarily, to have the power to refer
to a tribunal to settle and determine
claims between individuals. This
point had struck him since ho had
referred to the Acts of which this Bih
was an amendment. le hoped that
when the hon. gentleman again
brouglt forward an Act or Acts ameni-
ing North-West Acts, he would have
the whole of these Acts at hand and
explaii to the House the effect and
bearing uf the different Acts in qiueos-
tion.

In reply to Mr. MCCARTrY,
MR. .ILLS said, in the Act, provi-

sion for notice being given of the Con-
missioner's intention to sit and deter-
mine claim-, was made. le believe'I
that in alrmost every case the namnes of'
the parties concerned were fyled in
the officeo, and insertel in a newspaper.
Ali possible notice in this relsp it had
beei givenl.

Bi ll ordered to be reported.
H1ouse resumjred.
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DECKLuADS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

[J3ILL NO. 6.2.]

(JIr. Smith, Westmoreland)

FIRST READING.

House resolced itself into Conmittee
to consider the following Resolution

" That it is expedlient to repeal Section 23
of The Merchant Shipping Act, 1876, as res-
pects all ships in Canadian Waters, froi and
after the time which may be fixed for that
p>urpose ,y the proclamation of the approval
and confirmation by Her Majesty in Cuuncil
of the Act to be passed for eflecting such
repeal."

(In the Conmmittee.)

MR. SMIII said the objoct of his
resolution was to authorizo the intro- 1
duction of a Bill to repeal a certain
portion of The Merehant Shipping Aet
of 1876, passed in England, wherein it
was provided that deck carges shall
be neasured and added to the regi>ter-
ed tonnage of the vessel ; that the
Custom Iouse Officers enter the mea.
surement in a log-b>ok and give a kind
of certificate to the Captain. What
was specially desi red to be repealed was
that part of the law which applied to
vessels while in Canadian waters, and
he thought it would be admitted by
all who had any personal knowledge
of the matter that great inconvenience
would be obviated thereby.

AR. MITCHELL: Will the hon.
gentleman tell us the amo<unt of
revenue which the passing of this mea-
sure will deprive the country of. I
mnay state that I approve of the mea-
sure, but I want to know by how much
the revenie will be decreased.

11R. SMITH : It will affect the dues
of a particular port only, not the
general revenue of the country. When
vessels go to England they have, under
the Act of 1876, to pay duties on deck
cargoes and on the registered tonnage.
We cannot deny the fact that the lim-
pei-ial Parliainent has the right to
legisIate in connection with this mat-
ter, so fiar as vessels in their own waters
are concerned, but I propose to repeal
that portion of the law which applies
to vessels in Canada. But I go furtlher,
because I think it unwise to make anv
distinction betwoen vessels registered
in Canada and others comng inte our

ports, and I propose, therefore, that
the lax shail be general, so that all
vessels may be treated alike.

MR. MITCHELL: But I want to
known to what extent the revenue will
be affected.

MR. SMITI : The revenue will not
be affected at all. If a vessel goes
into the barbour of St. John or any
other harbour she bas to pay dues
according to her rogistered tonnage.
These dues will, therefore, be affected,
but the ordinary revenue of the coun-
try will not be influenced in any way.

MR. MITCHELL : Does the hon.
gentleman mean to say that, if a vesel
is registered 900 tons and a reduetioni
Of 50 tons takes place on the dock
cargo, that the Treasury of the country
will not be affected ? The harbours
of Quebec and Montreal are publie
institutions; besides ail vessels have te
pay towards the fund for siek scamen.
so that the revenue of these public
funds must be affected by a diminution
of tonnage.

MR. SMITH: How is it possible to tell
how mneh the Bill will affect the trade
or the tonnage dues when thev are not
paid now? The Imperial Parliament
has sought to impose tonnage dues on
vessels in our waters, whieh, I think, it
has no right to do. I think we are quite
able to regulate that matter ourselves.
I have, through my Department, haîd
a good dealof correspondence with the
Imperial Parliament in reference to
this subject, and I seek to have the in-
convenience which bas been experi-
enced removed.

Ma. MITCHELL said the hon. gen-
tleman was begging the question
altogether. No one had attempted to
dispute the propriety of the resolu-
tion ; he had no objection to the legis-
lation which the hou. gentleman
sought, because lie thought the Cana-
lian Goverrnent ought to have con-
trol over everything connected with
their own ships and tonnage. Indeed,
he (Mr. Mitchel) had asserted that
principle nany years ago, when his
lion. friend was less loud in expressing
his opinions. He (Mr. Mitchell) stated
that thev der-ived revenue from these
ships, and he gave instances: the-
Sicl Seamien's Fund, the doek dues o
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Quebec and Montreal, the river police
and the pilotage perhaps, but he was
not so sure of the latter; and the lion.
gentleman disputed that itaffected the
revenue in any way. Now, the hon.
gentlcman admitted that it affected
the revenue, but asked how much? He
could easily ascertain that. If he re-
ferred to the Merchant Shipping Act,
lie would not find it exactly as he
described it. Hfe believed that, in the
rerreasurement of ships, the owners
had a right to select whether they
would have deek tonnage measure for
the purpose of taking deck cargo or
not.

Ma. SMITH: The hon, gentleman
is quite wrong.

MR. MITCHELL said lie might be
wrong, but ho contended that, if a
Minister came bore with a proposed
alteration of the law, ho should bo
prepared to explain exactly what the
alteration ivas. The bon. gentleman
could not deny now that the change
would affect the revenue.

MR. SMITH:
alything at ail
Shipping Act of

We never collected
under the Merchant
18746.

MR. MITCHELL said that if they
had alloved the Act to remain a dead-
letter, so much the worse. Ic was
surprised to hear this. t was
a matter with which ho should
not have thought of charging the lion.
gentleman. It was his first duty to
have put this Act into force, and to
have collected the revenue. It was
evident to everyone that this Act was
going to lessen the amount of revenue
which was hikely to be collected
through the change in the measure-
ment, and ho thought the hon Minister
should have asked his deputy to make
an approximate estimate of the differ-
ence so that the House would have
some information to go upon.

Ma SXITII : Ire has something
else to do.

Ma. M[TCHELL said he contended
that it w-as the duty of the Depart-
ment to furnish the louse with such
information. and not to tell thern that
the alteration didi not affect the re-
venue, and then Practically admit that
it did.

MIL. 311TeilE LL.

MR. PALMER said ho was sorry to
differ from his hon. friend (Mr. Mit-
chell), but he believed this to be a
move in the right direction.

MR. MITCHELL: I say it is a
move in the right direction : wherein
do we differ.

Several 1x. MEMBERS: Order.

Ma. PALMER said it struck him
that the adoption of this Imperial
legisilation w.t- w1hît they wanted in
this country, and ho was glad the Gov-
ernment bd shownî some attention to
it in reference to this matter. They
could make the duos and the measure-
ment in any way they liked, and le
could see no practical inîterforence with
the rights of the ship-owners.

MR. MfTCIIELL said ho wished to
correct his hon, friend (Mr. Palmer).
It had been said that they had
to send down an officer to mea-
sure the ship every time the
vessel was loaded, to seo what the
duty was. This was not the fàct. The
officer did not go down for that pur-
pose, but to sec that the vessel had
not more deck load than the law per-
mitted. Ie (Mr. Mitchell) had stated
that ho, approved of the resolution
brought forward the other dav i refer-

i ence to this, and ho still contendel that
the House had a right to know how,
and to what extent, the chanvre would
affect the trust funds. The Merchan!
Shipping Act, section 23, laid down:

"If any ship, British or foreign,otherthan
ho!ne-trade ships, as detined by the Merchant
Shipping Act, I851, carnes as deck cargo,
that is to say, in any uncovered space upon
deck, or in any covered space not included
in the cubical contents formîing the ship's
registered1 tonnage, tinber, stores or other
goods, ail dues payable on the ship's tonnage
shall be payable as if there were added w
the ship' registered tonnage the tonnage o:
the space occupied by such goods at the tine
such dues becane payable. The space so
oce îîpie.d shall be deeimed to be the space
limnited by the area occu ied by the goods,
and by straiglht lines cieosing a rectangular
apace suficient to include the goods. The
toîînîage( of such s pace @liall be ascertained
bv an officer of the Board of Trade or o
Culstons, in imanner directed by sub-section
lotir of section twenty-oiue of the Merchant
Shi>piîg Act, 1854, and when so ascertained
"",,al e entered by hm inii the ship' officiai
log book, and also ir; a miiemorandum, which
he shall del ver to the master, and the master
Shall, wleu the said dues are demanded,
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produce such memorandum in like manner
as if it were the certificate of registry, or, in
the case of a foreign ship, the document
equivalent to a certificate of registry, and, in
default, shall be liable to the saine penalty
as if he had failed to produce the said certifi-
cate or document."
Now, 1 o held, in relation to this
matter that, while it was desirable to
aissimilate the legislation wvith that
of the Imperial Government in
relation to the tonnage and ship-
ping of Canada, this Parliament
should not be without control.
(e had never disputed for one moment
that proposition ; ho believed in this
House legislating for itseli whenever it
could do so without any serious inter-
ference with the interests of the
Empire ; and they should confine those
interests to as small a space as possible,
particularly when they afflectd their
tonnage and shipping. But he held
that it was the duty of bis hon. friend,
when ho propounded a measure such
as this, to tell the House how far
it affected the revenue, and ho should
like to have an approximate statement
showing to what extent it would
diminish the revenue or sick seamen's
fund, river police fund, and the several
dock trusts throughout Canada.

MR. SMITII (Westmoreland) said he
had told his hon. friend it would not
diminish the revenue a single cent. Hie
had assumed his hon. friend was
acquainted with the provisions of the
Act of 1876, but now he could only
infer that the hon. gentleman was not
aware of that law. He talked about
what an owner could do after getting
the original register. This Bill had
nothing to do with the register,
except for the necessary dues. His
hon. friend had charged him with
being recreant to his duties, but that
was not a question fbr him to decide.
lie had no other object than to serve
the public interest. lie had nover
taken any course inconsistent with
his present one, and when the
hon. member for Northumberland
had introduced a Bill in 1872 relating
to deckloads, he had given that Bil
bis entire support. That law bad
worked admirably and had been
copied in England to a very con-
siderable extent. lie was qunite pre-
pared at ail times to give all informa-
tion in his power, but he thought, in

this case, the House had all the infor-
mation necessary.

MR. MITCHELL said he understood
the Act of 1876. The hon. gentleman
had stated this Bill only affected the
dues and did not affect the revenue.
Did the hon. gentleman pretend that
it could affect the dues without affect-
ing the revenue derived from these
dues to support those trusts ? The
hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries had challenged bis (Mr.
Mitceliel's) action in relation to the
Act he carried with respect to dock-
loads in which be received that hon.
gentleman's cordial support, and which
the British Government had copied
as being useful legislation. The hon.
Minister had challenged a compari-
son of his administration of the Depart-
ment and that during the seven years
ho (Mr. Mitchell)was in charge- a com-
parison whieh ho had not provokod, for
ho never attempted to decry the ad-
ministration of the hon. gentleman
and never cast a slur upon any officer
in the Department.

MR. MACKENZIE rose to a ques-
tion oforder. The bon. member, dur-
ing five minutes over which his speech
had extended, had not discussed the
resolution before the Committee, and
it was not proper to permit that ex-
traordinary diversion into topics hav-
ing no connection with the subject
under discussion.

Ma. TUPPER said it was the first
time he had heard of such a position
being taken by the First Minister. On
two or three occasions, when the
hon. member for North York
(Mr. Dymond) had improperly
raised questions oforder, the Chairman
had ruled that the hon. member for
Northumberland (Mr. Mitchell) was
strictly in order, and that ho had not
dealt with a single question which the
hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries had not opened up, and hav-
ing opened up it was right ho should
receive his reply in as extended a form
as the bon. member desired to give it.
It would become a tyranny if hon.
gentlemen on the Ministerial benches
were permitted to raise questions out-
side of that under discussion and hon.
members of the Opposition were not
allowed to reply.

-Deckl'oadis Act (ManIcu 26, 1878.]
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Mit. MILLS said the hon. inenber
for Northuniberland h ad proceeded to
answer a sneecli made by the hon.
the Minister of Marine an'd Fisheries
during another debate.

MR. TUPPER said that, while such
was true, the hon. Minister had re-
iterated his irm ier statements.

MR. DYMOND saidi he had not
understood the Chairman to rule that
the hon. member for Northumberland
was in order. H1e, therefore, called
upon the Chairman to rule whcther that
bon. member was in order or not.

MR. MASSON said the lion. the
Premier had told the Chairman he had
no right to rule as ho had done, and
the bon. member for North York had
expressed surprise at the ruling.

MR. DYMOND said that all ho
desired was a ruling by the Chairman,
and he would willingly bow to it.

Ma. MITCHELL said that, while lie
admitted that in the course of his
remarks he had not spoken strictly to
the question before the Chair, he had
been led by the rermarks of the hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
to defend bis action in a previous
Session. H1e claimed ho had a right
to follow the hon. Minister in the
reference he had made.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon.
member will confine himself to the,
resolution before the Committee.

Ma. MITCHELL said ho was point-
ing out that the hon. Minister had
chosen to reter to the subject in a man-
ner that justified bis (Mr. Mitchell's)
administration of the affairs of the
Department in connection with legis-
lation on the question now before the
Committee.

MR SMITH (Westmoreland): I did
not say I undertook to justify the hon.
member'ts administration of the De-
partment while lie was at its liead. I
pointed to a particular Act.

Mia. MITCHELL saidi he could point
to more than one Act. lie was endev-
vouring to show his (Mr. Mitchell's)
justification, and that the hon. Minister
had allowed an Act, which he had
defended and extolledi in the louse, to
renain a dead letter oni the Statute-
book.

M a. TUI'PEa.

The CHAIRZUAN: 1 must ask the
hon. member to speak to.the question.

Mu. MITCHELL said he haid shown
that lis lion. friend was not consistent
in carying out the measures which
the hon. gentlenman himself lad advo-
cated and supported, and which had
been introduced by him (Mr. Mitchell).
The lion, gentleman, therefore, neod
take no particular credit to him-
self' when lie said that he supported
the Deck Load law, which was putting
rnoney in the pockets of -1he hon. gen
tleman and bis friends bore, and of
other ship-owners in the Dominion.

MR. SMITH (Westmoreland): How ?
MR. MITCHELL: By lessenin g the

dues on your ships, by increasing your
protits, and by making greater returns.
that is how, and it is a very practical
way.

Mr. SMITH: The sliip-owiiers did
not think so.

MR.MITCIELL said ho vas in favour
of this mneasure, but the hon. gentleman
had chosen to say that he would not
g (ive this Hlouse any further informa-
tion. le had known gentlemen in
this flouse say they would not give
information or details and he had
afterwards known them to do so, and
this not very long ago cither. It was
quite possible, too, that when the lion.
gentleman haud this neaure before the
Ilouse agaiu they would obtain some
more information respecting it. le
(Mr. Mitchell) did inot dosire to pro-
tract the discussion. lIe had said
what ho had to say respecting this
measure; le lad done so mn an intelli-
gent mariner, aid ho had endaavourod
to make himself understood, and com-
preliended and felt. But when the
hon. gentleman, or any other hon. gen-
tieman opposite told him that ho was
not going to get information regardinig
a matter on which he had a right to
procure information, pai ticularly when
the finances of the country were
affected by it, le would endeavoured to
get it out of Imiii by hook or crook be-
fore the ion. gentleman could have his
measuro passed through. ie would
reserve any further remarks hue had to
make, unless lie was again called up,
uitil the matter came before themn 11)
another shape.

[COýýIMO-NS-J Amiewiment Bill.
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MR. SMITII: I have simply to say
that I will reserve a good many re-
marks which I have to make regarding
this matter until a fitting occasion pre-
ents itself.

Ma. MITCHELL: Ail right.
Resolution ordered to be reported.

louse resumed.
iResolution reported, read the first and

Scrond times and agreed to.

Ma. SMITIH introduced a Bill (No.
r2) to amend the law respecting Deck
Lo>ads.

Bill read thefirst time.

THE MISSING PAPERS.

MR. SPEAKER: The Clerk wishes
me to give an additional explanation.
le states that when he went to Sir
John A. Macdonald for the papers, the
right hon. member for Kingston was
not then reading the papers, and that
they were Iying under a Bill which
had just then been brought before the
ilouse in Committee of the Whole.
When he asked for the papers, the
right hon. gentleman said, "Very
well, hurry up the translation as fast
ais you can," and did not, at the time,
intimate that he wanted to see the
papers again.

Ma. TUPPER: I think it is right
1r me to say that I think the Clcrk
entirely misunderstood Sir John A.
Macdonald, becausehe requested me to
muake the communication I did to the
ilouse with reference to the matter
before be left this ovening.

MR. SPEAKER: It is but just to
Ite Clerk to say that, at all events, this
was what occurred to him at the
time.

House adjourned at
Two o'clock.
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eaker took the Chair at Three

TH RIVER NAVIGATION.
QUESTION

MR. HIADDOW, for Mr. CH.:USTIE,
enquired, Whether it is the intention
of the Government to recommend, in
the Supplementary Estimates, the sum
of $1,000 to improve the navigation of
the North River as far as St. Andrews,
in order to complete the work done by
the Goverinment before Confederation,
thereby securing to St. Andrews and
surrounding country the advantage of
uninterrupted summer navigation.

Ma. MACKENZIE : The Govern-
ment have no piesent intention to do
so. Money was expended on this
small river formerly by the Local
Government, or the Government of
old Canada, and it has not been looked
upon as a work for the gencral advan-
tage of the Dominion. Enquiry will,
however, be made, if there is time to
do so, but at present I can only give a
negative answer to the question.

RESIDENT JUDGE AT SOREL.
QUESTION.

MR. GILL enquired, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to
appoint a resident Judge at Sorel, in
place of Mr. Justice Loranger, who has
retired; and when the appointment
wili be made?

Ma. LAFLA MME: I would call the
attention of the hon. member to the
allegation he makes in his question-
"who bas retired." The hon. Judge
has not retired. There is, however, a
conditional offer of resignation, the
conditions of which are under eonsider-
ation by the Government, and, as soon
as the vacancy takes place, the ap-
pointmont will be made.

TWENTY-FIVE CENT GOVERNMENT
BORIP.

QUEsTION.

Ma. FARROW enquired, What
amount of Goverument serip of the
deniomination of 25 cents is still in
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circulation, and whether it is the
intention of the Government to call the
balance in; if not, is it their intention
to issue more ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: The amount
of Government scrip of this denomin-
ation stili in cirulation is $116,505. It
is not ut present the intention of the
(overnnent to call this in, and any
party who desires to obtain these small
fractional notes can obtain then on
application te the Rieceiver-General or
As.istant Receiver-General.

MA[N-À-DIEU HARlBOURt.

CUKSTION.

MR. MA.cKAY (Cape Breton) en-
quired, Whether the Government
intends te cause the necessary survey
to be made of part of the harbour ot
Main-à-dieu, in the county of Cape
Breton, with a view to the construction
of a breakwater there?

Ma. MACKENZIE: There bas been
a survey made, to some extent, of this
harbour, with a view to locate a break-
water at one or other of two points,-
either the one on the outside of the
bay, or the one a little farther te the
north ; but it may be necessary to
make, some further exanination, and I
will ascertain whether that is the case
or not when I see the engineer, and will
give directions accordingly.

INSURANCE LAW AMENDMENÇT.

MR. DESJARDINS enquired,
Whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment te introduce, during the pre.
sent Session, such amendments to the
general law respecting insurance as
will permit and facilitate the amalgam-
ation of fire insurance companies ?

Ma. CARTWRIGHT : It is net the
intention of the Government te intro-
duce legislation on this subject during
the present Session.

THE QUEBEC PROVINCIAL CRISI8.

QUESTIoN.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD cri-
quired, Whether any orrespondence
had taken place between the Lieuten-
ant-Governor of Quebec and the Gov-

M. FARRow.

ernor-General or the Government
rOspecting the events in Quebec alluded
to in the Message from His Excellency
yesterday; and if so, vhother the Gov-
ernment would bring it down; and if
so, when ?

MR. MACKENZ[E: There is no
correspondence, th-at 1 knov of, with
the Governor-General, and there is
none with the Government, except, I
may say, a private note which accon-
panied these papers.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Ex-
actly.

MR. MACK ENZIE: That was infor-
mal. There was no correspondence of
any kind.

PAYMENTS ON LAND FOR CANAL
PURPOSES.

MIOTION FOR RETURN.

MR. LANGEVIN moved for a re-
turn showing:

"lst. The several sums of noney paid
out of the $39,256.0l, deposited in the Batik
of Montreal, to pay certain parties for land
taken for Canal purposes and payable on
certificates of the Department of Justice;
2nd. The naies of the parties to whon
such several suns of mnoney have been paid,
and the dates of such several payments."

Ma. MACKENZIE : I think that I
gave the hon. gentleman this return in
the Committee of Public Accounts.

MR. LANGEVIN: T think that it
did not cover this matter.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I recollect that
I brought it down; but no harm will
be done by passing the motion.

Motion agrced to.

DUTIES COLLECTED AT ST. JOHN, N.B.

NOTION FY.A RETURN.

MR. DOMVILLE moved for stato-
ment of duties collected by Customs
and Inland Revenue D)partmonta at
St. John, N.B., from 1It July, 1876, to
1st January 1877, and fron it July,
1877, to 1st January, 1878. le said
that the objeet of this motion was to
show, as far as possible, the Customs
dues that had been collected ut
St. John, N.B., mince the groat fire
last year. They bolieved that this
amount was very large. The hon. the

[ COMMONS.] Business.
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Mirister of Finance had given the ex-
cess, in this relation, over ordinarv
receipts as being only $200,000; but
they were led to believe that the
amouint was certainly $700,000 extra,
while, perhaps, one or one and a-quar-
ter millions had been received in con
sequence of the occurrence of this
fire. Of course, this would naturally
increase the burdens of the people
there, who felt that if they had to pay
so large an amount into the Treasury,
they should obtain something in com-
pensation therefor. lu the Estimates,
$200,000 were put down to rebuild
the public bui 1dings destroyed at
St. John by the fire; but it was only
natural to suppose that, even if those
had been private buildings, they would
have been replaced, as nearly two-
thiids of the city had been rebuilt,
while up to the meeting of Parliament,
not a blow had been struck on the
public buildings in question. It would
seem that, with such a large amount
collected and on hand, some steps
should be taken to encourage the
people to build. Those buildings
should, ere this, have been begun and
something should have been done.
They were told that work on these
buildings had been kept back for elec-
tion purposes; but he, of course, did
not believe this story. He wished to
give the Government fair play, and ho
thought that the minds of the people
should be disabused on this point by
not having these buildings started on
the eve of the election. Wbat he
found fault with was the fact, that so
much stress should have been laid on
the vote of $200,000 for the erection of
public buildings in the city of St.
John when a very large amount had
been received in this relation in the
Treasury.

MR. BURPEE (St. John) said it had
occurred to him thata misapprehension
existed as to the amount collected at
St. John in consequence of the fire.
The amount mentioned by the hon.
the Finance Minister in his speech was,
up to the present time, a littie over
$200,000 in addition to the natural in-
crease which bad taken place there as
in other parts of the Dominion. The
papers asked would, of course, show
the exact amount, but he made this

89

explanation with the view of pointing
ont that the large amount spoken of
was far in excess of the actual sum.

ZMa. DOMVILLE: I should like to
ask the hon. the Minister of Customs
if he can state the amount of increase
up to the present time over that of last
year ?

MR. BURPEE: About $240,000 up
to the present time. The natural in-
crease in other places has been from 8
to 10 per cent., and, no doubt, there
has been an increase of a similar char-
acter in St. John.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said ho wished
to make a remark or two, because it
seemed to him that some considerable
misapprehension prevailed as to the
total amount of goods imported into
the Province of New Brunswick. The
total amount for the year 1876-7 was
very little more than $5,000,000, and
the duty on that was just $1,000,000;
this amount was not likely to be
exceeded. He could not tell what
the importe would amount to during
the next four or five months, nor had
ho the means of ascertaining exactly
how many months' consumption in
advance might have been stored in St.
John in the month of June. Speak-
ing generally, however, he thought
about $200,000 of duty on goods
would be the average amount gained.
That, of course, was matter of con-
jecture, but the exact information
would be brought forward in answer
to the motion of the hon. member for
King's.

Mu. MACKENZIE said he was sorry
the hon. member for King's should
have indulged in the insinuation, which
he very plainly made use of, that the
Government had delayed commencing
the buildings at St. John for political
purposes. He could not conceive how
it would benefit the Government in
any way to delay the erection of the
buildings, which were required in the
public interest. It seemed to him
that such a proceeding would have a
decidedly opposite effect. He could
assure the bon. member that no time
was lost in ascertaining how much of
the ruins could be utilized in the erec-
tion of the new buildings, and two
firms of architects in the city of St.
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John, were employed to prepare plans
and specifications for the work. With-
out waiting till these plans were com-
pleted to place the prelirninary work
in the contract, the Government at
once contracted for the work connected
with the new foundations, which was
now being vigorously carried on.
The plans tor the superstructure were
not yet conpleted, but ho believed
they -Vwould be during the present or
next week, and tenders would then be
asked for in order to replace the build-
ings destroyed by the calamitous tire
in the city of St. John.

M., DOMVILLE said that before
this motion was carried, he would like
to make a lew remarks. The hon.
member for the county of St. John
had that the amount up to the present
date was $200,000.

Mit. BURPEE: I said about that.
Ma. DOMVILLE said that the hon.

the Minister of Finance bad told them
four or five weeks ago that the amount
was $200,u00. iNow, what he wished
to say was this: that, in consequence of
the tire in St. John, and the property
consumed, the extra amount paid into
the treasury would be something like
$700,000. le had the whole of the
figures with him, but could not put his
band upon them at the moment. The
Minister of Customs had referred to
the natural increase of the trade in St.
John, and partly accounted for the
increase of revenue in that way, but he
(Mr. Domville) did not think that was
in accordance with the financial state-
ment made by the Minister of Finance.
It was admitted on all sides that trade
had been bad and that the revenue was
falling off. But immediately when he
enquired about the extra money paid
into the treasury of St. John, the
House was asked to believo that part
of that extra money might be attri-
buted to the natural increase of trade
in that city. That, lie thought, was a
mistake, and he hoped bis hon. friend
would withdraw the statement alto-
gether. With regard to the insinuation
referred to by the Minister of Public
Works, ho (Mr. Domville) made none.
He said it was currently reported in
the city of St. John that these works
were kept back for political purposes.
He stated that, while two thirds

MI. MACKENZIE.

of the city had been rebuilt,
not a blow had been struck
in connection with the Government
buildings. le could not sec how that
could bo accounted for on the ground
that the architeet could not got their
plans ready, becauso if private individ-
uials could build whole streets,therewas
no reason why the Government work
should not be equally energetically
pushed forward. From 1,800 to 2,000
houses had been erected by the citizens,
and the Government mignit, therefore,
have put up even a small building, four
storeyï high, as a savings bank. They
might have done something aiso in the
n ay of erecting a post-offico even
though the Custom-house had to be
delayed. The people of St. John
would have been content to do without
the Custom-house for a time; it woukl
have been some consolation to them to
have seen at least one of the public
buildings started. But nothing had
been done, and the ruins of the Govern-
ment buildings still existed in the
midst of newly-erocted buildings. lie
was willing to believe that the trea-
sury was drained to the utmostand that
the Government could not sec its way
to carry out publie works for the
preseit, but ho thought if 8200,000
had been collected, as was admittedly
the case-that sum should have been
expended at a time when there was no
employnent to be had and the people
required some stimulus. If the new
buildings were to be undertaken as
soon as the plans were ready, they
would not be finished this year, and be
thought the Government were to
blame that they had fallen short of
theirduty; but he attached more blame
to the members for the city and
county of St. John, and also tho
Minister of Marine and Fishrie.
People could not expect much froi
some of the Ministers who represented
them in the Hiouse, because these
members were absent from duty
month rfer month, evidently thinking
that their own business was more
important than that of the country. It
was all very well to say to the House
that the plans could not be got, but so
long as some of the Ministers acted as
they did, so long would it continue to
be an impossibility to obtain plans. le
thought it was a crying shame that

| COMMONS.] St. John, N.B.
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nothing had been done for New Bruns-
'wick, and he believed the real reason
why the work was delayed was that
which he had mentioned.

MR. BURPEE (St. John) said he
rose to answer the question regarding
the excessive amount of the collections
at St. John. le thought that amount
would sprcad over one and a balf or
two years, or perhaps longer, before
th£ increase would be made up. Up to
the present time, so far as any neglect
of duty was concerned, he did not
think any blame was attachable either
to the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
or himself. The work had been done
as fast as posible, and as there was no
wvant of labour in St. John-every-
bod y being able to obtain employnent
-there was no ground for complaint
in that respeut. Of course, he
should like to sec the buildings gone
on with, and as the foundations had
now been laid, no time would be lost
vhen the plans were received. le was
satised there had been no dereliction
of duty on the part ofthe Government.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it had been stated by the hon. the First
Minister that the delay of the work
wouil be more likely to operate against
tlhe (overnmient than its speedy pro-
secutin, Now, at his last election
at Kingston, it was suddenly dis-
covered that there was an immodiate
leceisity to pull down the MaLirket Bat-
tîry, situated about twentv yards from
wlere the election was taking place.
The workingmen of' Kingrston were
told that they could get vork ; they
werc at once marched off and were
soon engaged in pulling down the
Markcet Battery and ropairiung the Fort,
whicli it had been found at that parti-
cular moment requisite to do. Truc it
was that, soon after the election was
over, the zeal and interest taken in the
work waxed very thin indeed, and lie
had no doubt that, just as that work
was undertalken in Kingston for the
purpose of defeating Mi, so the
Conîservative candidate for the city
of St. John would find that the
Governiment work there would be pro-
eceded with, and that workingmen-
masons, carpenters and bricklayers-
could have plenty of employmenît, at
'election time.

s9½

Ma. MACKENZIE: That is very
small.

MR. TUPPER said the House
would hardly agree with the hon. the
Minister of Customs that any portion
of the increased revenue should be
deducted in consequence of the ratio
of increase in other towns and cities.
Every person must, le thought, arrive
at the conclusion that a great calamity
like the fire at St. John would, while
rondering necessary the importation
of a large amount of goods to supply
the necessities of the case, impair the
ability of the importers. Great loss
would be suffered by the trading com-
munity of St. John and those who
purchased goods-so great, îndeed,
would be the loss that any natural in-
crease would be prevented. On the
contrary, nothing like the same amount
of natural importation could be looked
for, and lie held that alt the increase
must be at tri buted to the great calamity
which overtook that city. Throughout
the country the sympathy for the suifer-
ers was universal, and the only failing
was the inability of the Government to
meet the exigencies of the occasion.
The very fact that the necessities of the
case would involve snch a large in-
crease of the revernue of the country,
made it desirable that the Government,
with the means of meeting the distress
thus occasioned, sbould have given
a much larger and more liberal con-
tri bution than was made. le thought
they would have met with the
heurtiest support of every person if
they had exhibited greater liberality
than they exhibited on that occasion.
1e wished,at that moment,to draw the
Lttention of the Government to what
he thouglt was a very unfair diserim.
ination made in connection with the
assistance which they furnished to the
people of the United States in pro-
ference to the subjects of the
Dominion. The demand for building
matorial after the fire was very great,
and it was thought desirable that those
who had sufferod enormous losses, and
who, consequently, possessed only
diminished means, should be relieved
as mueh as possible, and it was resolved
to remit the duty on bricks imported
into St. John. That remission was
made in order that the city might
be rebuilt, and the assiistance came
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directly out of the public Treasury. It
was very unfair, therefore, that an
advantage should be given to the brick-
makers of a foreign country, to the
exclusion of those in Nova Scotia, who
were just as able to supply the market
in St. John, as those in the United
States. He held that, as money had
been given from the public Treasury
for the purpose of assisting the suffer-
ers in St. John, the Government should
have enabled the manufacturers of
Nova Scotia at least to compete with
those of the United States, and ho felt
certain that if equally favourable terms
had been afforded to the Nova Scotia
briek--makers, they could have sont
bricks to that city at a reduced
price.

Ma. BURPEE said he need not
enter into what his hon. friend had
stated as to the sufferings endured by
the people of St. John. Their people
required the sympathy, fnot only of the
House but of the country, and he was
sure they got it. With regard to the
importation of bricks, he might say
that he did not know whether
they were carried from the brick-
yards of Nova Scotia direct to St.
John, but if so, the cost would be a
little more, if anything, than the
freight from Boston. lie was told
several times that, while there building
of St. John was going on, bricks were
purchased fron ail quarters-from
Nova Scotia as well as from the United
States-as fast as they could be obtain-
cd. He had nothing more to say on that
point; but with regard to the collection
of revenue ho might remark that,
last fall, the insurance gave a very
large increase to the circulation of
money. He did think that, if there
was an increase at ail, a greater in-
cresme would take place in the
first six months, and the six months
following, and the same period follow-
ing that again, while for the last one
month or so there would be scarcely
ary increase at all. The spring trade
would revive, and the first six months
would probably enable people to re-
stock thoir warehouses.

Ma. MACKENZIE said thaà, as
regarded the carrying of bricks, the
hon. gentleman must be aware that it
was a very heavy article to transport.

Ma. Tupza.

MR. PALMER said he was obliged
to the hon. gentleman who had
bronght forward this motion, because
ho thought it was for the bonefit of the
country to know how much moncy tho
people of St. John had been taxed
by reason of thisfire; and while ho was
thankful to the Government for the
small help they aid rendered, yet, he
thought that help fell fiar short of what
the St. John people lad a right t>
expect. It would be in the recollec-
tion of nest hon. members that, during
the fire in Quebec, in 1845, or about
that time, the Government of Canada
went to work and borrowed money, he
believed, at five per cent. interest, and
loaned something like $400,000 at
three per cent. interest, to aid the city
of Quebec to repair the damage caused
by the fire. They ail knew that the
sum granted by the Government to St.
John was a more nothing to the loss
which had bcen sustained, besides
which the Government hnd actually
charged duty upon the materials used
for repairing the damage. For this
the people of St. John had actually
been taxed to the extent of 8300,000.
Ho held that every dollar of this sum
ought to have been returned, if not by
taking the duties of' the goods, in
some other form.

Ma. MACKENZIE: How much did
the insurance companies pay ?

MR. PALMER: I do not know.
Ma. CARTWRIGHT: Six millions.
Ma. PALMER said ho did not know

what the amount paid by the insurance
companies was, but he dld not bolieve
there was a single man insured to the
extent of his goods, without the duty.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I can only say
to the hon. gentleman that some of the
merchants told me they were.

Ma. PALMER said he was stisfied
the bon. the Premier had been misin-
formed. The amount of the insurance
was about nine millions ; of that, about
one million was lost, on account of the
insurance companies being unable to
pay. Of course, it would be difflcult
to get at the actual loss, but, although
everybody might be more or less in-
sured, they would lose nearly 100 per
cent. above the insurance. T he whlo
of' this amount of m-miney had been
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taken up in some form, and he held
that the giving of the paltry
sim of $-0,000 was not ut ail
what the people of St. John
lad a right to expeet under the cir-
cumstances. At the very least, the
Dominion of Canada ought not to have
made noney out of the misfortunes of
the cityv. ie held that this Government,
whether they gave anything or not,
never ouîght to have put into the coffers
of the Dominion one Fingle dollar
arising out of that calamity. They
might bave loaned money to the city
or assisted it in nny way they could
without loss of money, but lie pro-
tested against the Dominion of Canada
making money out of the misfortunes
of the citizens of St. John.

Ma. PLUM B said the bon. gentle-
inan who intoduced this subject (Mr.
Donville) lnd complained that the
Government had been guilty of inex-
eusable delay in putting up some of
the public buildings which were
destroyed by the fire, also that the
streets were still obstructed, and that
great inconvenience was caused to the
people from the want of the Govern.
ment post office, Custom house, and
other buildings of that kind. The hon.
gentleman also complained that this
Vas setting a poor example to those
who were putting up buildings and
helping to reconstruct the ill-fated
city, and that if the Government had
shown greater promptitude in com-
mencing their works, the labour would
bave given a certain measure of relief.
In connection with the claim reterring
to the revenue, he (Mr. Plumb) had a
statement in his hand which niight
probably throw soie light on that
subject. This showed that the mer-
chandize stock destroyed by fire wais
$3,000,000.

MR. CARTWR[GIT1 : How much
was the insurance?

MR. PLUMB said he was not speak-
ing of the insurance, he was speaking
Of the relation of Government, not
tle relation of the insurance coin-
pamies, that destruction, and the
duty- paid on that merchandize, whichwould amount to Siomethingm, like
$500,000. The anount of 'futy paid
i . John,from July, 1876, to January,
1 T, was $415,798, and the amount

of duty paid from July, 1877, to Janu-
ary, 1878, was $650,392, and of this last
nentioned amount, $'0,275 was paid

in the six months by a single man.
These figures showed there had been
an increase during the last half year
of $230,000 in the duties paid.
The conclusion was that the duty
on building materials which would be
required would give the Government
ut least $700,000 more than if there
had not been a fire, so that we should
be actually receiving that sum over
our regular yearly revenue from the
duties of that port. Now, Boston gave
$61,000 to assist the sufferers in the
St. John fire, while this Government
gave only $20,000. He thought the
latter a paltry sum to contribute
to one of the principal sea-ports
of this Dominion. Of course, he
was perfectly aware that, however
small this sum might appear to some
people, there might be others who
would consider it large, and heremem-
bered that the First Minister had con-
sidered it necessary to justify the
giving away of this sum. le said
they bad been blamed for having
such a quantity of steel rails, and he
justified this by saying that the Gov-
ernment had also gi'en 820,000 to the
City of St. John. lie (.\[r. Plumb) was
unable to see the connection between
the two things at the time, and he was
unable to see it now. But itseemed as
though the Premier considered it a
large sum, for he not only spoke of it in
one place, but several times, during his
summer excursion. He said great
complaint had been made of the Gov-
ernment having loaned a certain quan-
tity of rails to the contractor of the
Canada Central Railway, " But," lie
added, 'We gave 820,000 to St. John
on account of the fire."

Ma. MACKENZIE: I never said
anything of the kind.

MR. PLUMB: Well, I believe it is
to that effect.

MI. MACKENZIE: Read it.

Ma. PLUMB: At least vou are r-
ported to have said it.

Several loN. MEMBERS: Road it.

Ma, PLUMB: I will undertake to
read it. It was made use of at several
meetings. On one occasion lie said
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"For exanple, we gave the sun of
$20,000, without the inniediate authority of
Parliaient,to alleviate the distress which
followed the St. John fire. (Hear, hear,
and cheers). And, I believe that, under the
circumstances, we were right in doing so. I
contend that we Lad a perfect right to lend,
or allow the Canada Central Railway to use,
a portion of the rails on which Ve had a
lien."
I contended that, in this case, one
i. intended to justify the other.

MiR. MACKENZIE: Not at ail.

Ma. PLUMB said thon lie did not
understand English. The two things
were put in juxtaposition in such a
manner that no other conclusion could
be drawn. lie thought this was quite
sufficient to substantiate the staternent
he had made. With regard to the
motion now under discussion, he con.
sidered it was very unfortunate that
this great delay had taken place in the
execution.of the Government buildings
destroyed by the fire, and lie did
not think it fair to charge the hon.
member for King's (Mr. Domville)
with making improper insinuations
when he said it was runouired that the
delay was made for pol tical purposes.
He showed expressly that such a thng
had been stated, and not Iliat he stated.
it himself. But it was, Io sav the
least, most unfortunate iliat such a
delay had occurred ; it should have
been the duty of the Governrmernt to
reconstruct the Go 'vertnent bildinigs
at once ; they should not have waited
until private entcrprie hw almost
built up the city before tley had laid a
stone. lie (Mr. Plumi,) conisicered
iliat his lon. friend was fulyv justified
in any remarks he Lad make with
reference to the delay.

MR. BURPEE said that, as soon a!s
possible after lthe fire, ail the débris
and material was cleared away.
No effort of the Government could
have enabled them to get the plans,
specifications and tenders asked for, Io
enable the buildings to be erected in
the winter season. The (overnment
would have had to wait until the spring
to start building in St. .John ; but, lue
presumed, the plans would be so com-
pleted now that tenders would soon be
asked for, and the buildinLg-s would be
commenced as soon this spring as pos-
sible. Thero had bc[en no efforts spared

MR. PLUMB.

on the part of the Government, nor
had they been actuated by any political
feeling, nor had any time been lost.
Last fail vas occupied in laying the
foundations of the different buildings.
On no principle could the Government
bejustitied iii remitting the duties on
the imports into St. John after the
fire. There had been tires in Wood-
stock, St. Stephen's, Quebec, and ail
over the Dominion, and, in every case,
the sufferers would have just as much
right to bave the duty remitted. The
principleadopted in one instance would
have to be extended to every c-aso. The
goods destroyed in St. John were not
all the property of the people of that
city, but hiad been sont there from
other parts of the Province. The Gov-
ernment subseription, 820,000, was
given immediately after the fire, before
any subseription was started, and they
gave substantial benefit to the people in
another respect by remitting the duty-
on bricks. lie did not think the Gov-
ernment could be censured in any way
for anything in relation to the great
disaster.

Mn. BLAKE said he understood the
complaimit against the Goverrnent
to be, first, tlat the amounît of pecuni-
ary assistanee, dhrectly granîtei out of
the public Treasury, was iniadequate.
It iust be remembered that it would
be quite out of the question for the
Government to interfere at all in the
way of pecnitarv aid, except ini a case
aitogether exceptional in its muagnli-
tude. Uifortuniatel-, w this country
and on this contient, disastrous fires
ocu rred very frequently ; and,
althug înuh great local disasters were
oîccasioned, nnd an eno'rmous d ispîarity
between the insuraneo ind the los
existed in every instance, vet no pro-
posal was ever made, nior culd reason-
ably be made, in sticli circuistances
for any relief ait ail. The prniple
tpota wlicl alone the Governiment
could interfere was, wlere the disaster
was si) appallirg that the common
necessaries of life were requirei to lbe
supjplied at once in) order to prevent
distress and suffering, where the cal-
amity was of such magnitude that the
charitable subseriptions of the neigh-
bouring towrs were iniadequate to deal
with it-then, only, could the Govern-
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ment interfere. Ron. gentleman said
$20,000 was too little. What sum
would bo adequate to repair the
financial losses of the people of St.
John ? Who would attempt to give it ?
AIl the Government could do was to
provide, at once, for the immediate
distress, want of food, clothing and
shelter. It was upon that basis the
Government made their subscription,
which was not confined to the $20,000
alone. but which also extended to the
ir.direet measure of relief which
had been reforred to. The second
ground of complaint was, that the
Government did not proceed with what
hon. gentlemen opposite thought suffi-
cient oiligence, in the reconstruction of
the public works, and the claim was
made that, because a certain amount
of duties, an exaggerated amount,
would be received by the Government,
which would not have been received
had it not been for the fire, the whole
of this estimated amount was due to
the people of St. John, and should
have been expended at once there. He
would conîsider first, what hIe position
of the Government was with referenice
to iis power to expend public money
in the reconstruction of these build-
ing.s. There was a law applicable to
such emergenci es, but that law was
wiselv limited in its character. It
provided only for the nieces-sit y, in the
Iublic interest, of expenditure not
Iovided for by Parliament, to the
extent to wich public interest might
require the moniey to be expended.
In the repairing or reconstruction of
public works which had been destroyed,
the Government was at liberty to pro-
(ced u)on a special warrant signed by
the Governor and brought down to the
'louse. What the hon. the Minister
of Public Works proposed to the Gov-
ernment was, that such steps should
be taken forthwith, under this clause
of the lawe as would be nocessaîrv to
enable him to proceed with their con.
striiction in the spring of the yeaîr, as
soon as a vote had been takeni. lie
took the authority, under tins c!ause,
to proeeed with the clearing awav of
the débris, with the purchase of a
small portion of land necessary to
effect a proper reconstruction, and
with excavations and niaking founda-
tions of the buildings. That was ail

the Minister of Public Works could do
betore the Session, and ail that was
necessary to be done in the public in-
terest at that ti me. Now, what was
the reason given by hon. members for
the proposed extra parliamentary
action of the Government? The pro-
posai was that the Government, with-
out the sanction of Parliament, should
bave expended a very large sum on pub-
li, buildings in St. John more rapidly
than the publie interests required, and
the reason given was, that the local
interests of St. John required this
expenditure, because the people had
been thrown into a state of distress by
this fire and they required employ-
ment. If he was rightly informed,
not only were the mechanics
of St. John fully employed, and at
high wages, immediately after this
fire, in the necessary works of recon-
struction, through private enterprise,
but they were wholly inadequate iin
point of numbers to meet the demand.
No less than four or five thousand were
brought into St. John, besides its own
population, to do the buiiding requir-
ed. That fact entirely displaced the
proposition that the G4overn ment could
have aided the people of St. John
by proecediig to erect these buildings
more rapidly. On the contrarv, in
attempting to build more buildings
than there was h bour for at hie time,
the Government would have increased
the denand for labour, and the wages
of labourers would have increased, thus
causing an increase expenditure to
private individuals of St. John, who
were, then, sutiering under difficulties
and embarriassnents quite sufficient,
without adding anv additionai burden.
The price the Governrment paid for
labour at St. John was $1.40, against
S1 in the city of' Ottawa, ut the same
time. The local population was not
suflicient to do the work required, and,
ther-efore, there was no reason for the
Goverrnient to overstep the law and
impose an additional difticulty on
privait e individuals, who were, already,
suficiently enibarassed, in order to
precipitate the ereetion of these pub-
lic buildings.

Ma. PALMER said that, although
fires were, unfortunately, very coin-
mon. the one at St. John was of' such
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an extraordinarv character, that it was
not likely a sinilar one would occur in
this Dominion for another two hun-
dred years. This country had never
seen a fire so destructive as that;
and, therefore, if a precedent were
nade, he did not think there would be
any danger in it, as there would not
likely be an occasion to use it
for two centuries. The point
taken by bis bon. friend was that
the duties referred to could not be
remitted The point he made against
the Goverrnment was, that whether
these duties could bc remitted or not,
the people of St. John had a right to
ask that no noney should. b miade out
of their misfortune. The people of
Canada would have said that this
money, whatever the amount was,
should not have been taken from the
people of St. John ; and if the Govern-
ment were obliged to take it, by law,
they should have extended relief
to St. John in a greater mensure.
In other words, the Government shou Id
have extended to the people of St.
John relief equal to the amount of the
excess of revenue they received. The
people of Canada were spirited enough
to be unwilling to make money out of
the misfortunes of the people of' St.
John. If there was a case in which a
man had lost five million dollars' worth
of goods, on which he had paid duty
the day befbre, and wanted to replace
them, it would be no more than just
for the Goverriment to refund those
duties. The same principle should
extend to the sufferers by the
St. John fire. He did not pre-
tend to say it could be carried out
in the case of every individual. But
the amount ought in some way to be
refunded to the community, in a
manner somewhat sirnilar to that
adopted with regard to the Quebec
fire, which could not ho conpared in
extent to this one. An immense
number of new buildings lad been
put up since the fire, which ne-
counted for the great amount of
evenue collected there. Every man

who erected a house had to pay the
duty on the materials used, which had
beei already paid orn the housýe that
lad been burntdowi ; so that in reality
he was taxed , e o-) off bis min-
fortunie. The G nat lhould have

Ma. PALMER.

met this matter in a somewhat similar
form to the one adopted in Quebec.
They should have guaranteed the
money to build or loaned it on real or
personal estate, so that the people
could have built at low raies of in-
terest. There was a good deal in what
the hon. member for South Bruce had
said, that since the fire, it had been
difficult to get labour, and that the
price of labour had been increased, and
the increased rate fell heavily on those
who were re-building their bouses.
With reference to the GoverDnient
buildings, if the Government wanted
to use them during the election, let
them do so. He was prepared to meet
thom. He did not see the difficulty
pointed out by the hon. member
fbr South Bruce, that the Government
could not have acted without the
assent of Parliament. The Govern-
ment had a perfect right to advance in
a matter like that, which could not bu
provided for by Parliament. The Gov-
ernment would be of no use unless they
could take the responsibility of acting
in the interim and thon appeal te Par-
liament. He thought some of those
buildings could have been erected
at an carlier date. If the object
of the Government was to run an elec-
tion on the head of them, let them do
so; ho had too mueh confidence in the
good sense and intelligence of the
people to dread the result, or to believe
it would have much effeoct, one way or
the other. The bon. member fbr King's
knew that, shortly after the great fire,
a great number of people who had lost
their houses were looking about for
means to rebuild. It was thought a
society could have bon established by
which mortgages could have been given
on property, and guaranteed by
the Goverrment to some extent, b y
which money could have boon raised.
If the Government had comee forwarde
they could have assisted materially in
that manner.

3MR. CARTWRIGIIT said the Gov-
ernnenît were themselves very leavy
losers by the fire at St. John. He be-
lieved it would cost from 8500,00ô to
$o0,000 to replace the buildings which
had been oesti-oyed, and ho did not
think they would weceive any more,
if, i ndeed, they received Dm large, an
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anount of duties from the goods which
had been destroyed. As Io the other
proposition, which was pralctically that
it would have beei proler for the Gov
ernment to have returned the ainount
of duties on goods destroyed, if they
could have ascertained it, there would
have been very great difficulty in carry-
i out such a proposition practi-
cally. The parties who would have
been entitled to receive the refund of
duties would have been the insurance
companies, which had lost the money,
not the merchants, who had received
their insurance money. In the next
plaec, although-it night be true that a
large portion of those goods were
owned by merchants in St. John, it
must be remembered that all those
duties were duties practically collected
by the inerchants on account of goods
distributed ail over New Brunswick
and a considerable portion of Nova
Scotia ; and a very large portion of
those goods were in bond, and on those
the Government collected no duty, but
remitted the duty. Very considerable
claims had come up since the St. John
catastrophe for the remission of the
duties which would otherwise have
been eollected, and those in ail cases
had been granted by the Government.
If three million dollars' worth of goods
had been held in stock, as the hon.
memnber for St. John (Mr. Palmer)
had remarked, a very large proportion
would have been in bond. If it were
desired to make a return of the money
lost, the greater part must go, not into
the pockets of the sufferers at St. John,
but, of necessity, into the pockets of'
the insurance companies, who were
really losers to an encrmous extent by
that calamity.

MR. DOMVILLE said he took issue
with the statement of tho lion. the
Finance Minister, that the money
would have to pass into the hands of
the insurance companies. The people
of St. John lost by that lire goods to
the value of from $25,000,000 to
$35,000,000.

MR. CARTWRIGIIT: That is four
limes the total annual importations of
Ihe Province of New Brunswick.

MR. DOMVILLt, sajd that, while lew
mnentioned goods le w-as about to add
p'operty, when lie was inter-

raipted. From twenly-five to thirty-
five million dollars worth of property
had been destroyed, a large portion of
which, such as furniture, clothing and
knick-knaeks, would have to be re-
placed. The hon. the Minisier of
Finance had argued that not mucli was
doing at St. John when the fire occur-
red, while the hon. the Minister of
Customs mentioned that an extensive
business was being prosecuted, and
both hon. gentlemen could not be cor-
rect in their- statements. The people
of St. John should have sone consider-
ation shown them, and it was not too
late to manifest it. If they had paid
duties which they should not have
paid, the Goverument should take
measures to remit them, and should
also endeavour to ascertain who had
goods in bond, and return duties which
had been twice paid.

Motion agreed to.

GOVERNMENT PURCHASE OF RAILWAY
STORES.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

MR. DE ST. GEORGES moved for a
statement showing :-the average
price paid each year since 1867, for
locomotives, cars, iron and steel rails,
fish-plates, boits and iron in general,
wood and ail furnishings purchased by
the Government ;-also the quantity
bought each year since 1867.

Motion agreed to.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS SINCB 1867.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

MR. DE ST. GEORGES moved for a
statement, showiung all contracts given
since 1867, including those of the In-
tercolonial Railway, those awarded to
the lowest tender, and those given to
others; the difference botween the

price given and that stated in the ten-
der, and the reasons why the contract
was not auwarded to the lowest tender;
and all Orders in Council relating to
the sanie.

Motion agrecd to.

CLAIMS ON INTERCOLONtAL RAILWAY.

MOTION FOoRaEsrON8CE.

M ITCIlELL noved fb-o i es
of correspondeico between Mrs.
vard Murphy, of B:arniaby River
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Miramiehi, N.B.. and officers of the
Intercolonial Railwav, in relation to
the killing of a cow on said railway
also copies of ail ovidence and reports
in relation to the same. He said lie
hoped the correspondence would be
brought down at as early a day as
possible.

MR. MACKENZIE : There is no
correspondence in the Department ; it
will, however, be obtained from the
railway officers and submitted as soon
as possible.

MR. MITCHELL : It would be more
satisfactory if the damag" were
paid.

MR. MACKENZIE : If the damages
were caused by the Government, they
will be paid.

MR. MITCHELL : As the damages
were caused by the Government, I am
satisfied with the explanation, and they
will, of course, be paid.

Motion açreed to.

CUSTOM ENTRIES OF RAILWAY
RULL NG STOCK.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

MR. MASSON, for MU. EnACEr,
noved for a statement of the names of
Railway Companies which entered in
bond, since the Lst July, 18d7. railway
locomotives, engines, cars and other
railway rolling stock, the dte of such
entry, a statemient of thle arilsso
entered, and lie date of paymnenît of
Custon duties ;-Also the names of
such -ompianieý -whosý-e said Jocomio-
ti ve, engmes, ears and othier roling
stock w-ere ordered to be sold by 1 le
Minîister of Customs.

Motion ayreed to.

FISHING IN TUE RIVERS RIMOUSKI AND
M ETIS.

MOTION FOI, COlREPODENC1 R

Ma. F1SET moved for copy of the
coriesponidenice between the Coverni-
ment and the Seigniors Mf Rimnouski
and of Metis, respectinig tlheir riglt of
fishing in the Rivers Rimouski and
Meti.s.

Mit. SMITH (WeIT moreland) : J
t hin k t haît tih case wthh regard to the
River limouski, is practically settled.

Mt. MITCHELL.

A good deal of consideration has been
given to this matter, both by my
Department and that of the Minister
of Justice; but, with regard to the
other case, no decision has been ai -

rived at. It is still pending. I hope,
however, in the course of a few days,
to have the matter settled ; and, in the
meantime. I would ask the bon. gen-
tieman not to press for the papers.

Motion, with leave of the IIouse,
withdrawn.

MUIR POST OFFICE.

MOTION FOR CORRiSPOiDENCM.

MR. BOWELL, for MR. MACMILLAN,
moved for correspondence in relation
to closing Muir Post Office ; corres-
pondence in relation to dismissal of
Charles Lilley as Postmaster in Lon-
don East, and the appointment of Mr.
Mills as Postmaster in his stoad; also
the cause of the change of location
of Post Office from original to preseit
locality.

Motion agreed to.

THE MANITOBA TROUBLES.

NOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Ma. BOWELL, for Mr. ScrILTz,
moved for copies of ail corres-
pondence between the IUlson Bay
Company anîd the Dominion Goveirni-
ment relative to alleged losses at the
Red River Settlement eonnected with
the insurrection of 1869 70.

M. iMACKENZIE said that niyiV
claînis for losses lad been presented
and, perhaps the hon. member for
Marqulette would krow(' preci'sely wlat
was meanit hv thle motion.

Maî. RVA N said, from conversatiom
with tIe lion. tnernber for Lis.ar (Mir.
Sebiultz), lie knIîev that it was the loin.
gentleman' intention to enquire re-
speetinz the losses of the hudso Bay
Company durin h lie rebellion of
1869. l1e lad also heard the
hon. Len leman s:y thuat lis attel-
tion was more particularly drawn to
this matter, tliani otherwise would
have beeni the case, ow<ing lo a state-
ment made by the Governor of the
Compary to the Board of Directors at
the last anrmual meeting, viz.: that
although t he dividend for the year was
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not satisfactory, yet he had very good
hope that a more satisfactory dividend
would be declared for the coming year,
inasmuch as they were in correspon-
dence with the Dominior. Government
relative o the rebellion losses, and
Ihey had good hope of having these
losses adjusted.

Motion agreed to.

PARIS EXHIBITION EXPENSES.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

MR. POPE (Compton) moved for a
return giving statement in detail of
ail moneys paid or obligations incurred
to the Ist of January last, in connec-
tion with the Paris Exhibition, show-
ing to whom the money was paid, or
is to be paid, and for what service.

Motion agreed to.

MONTREAL CITY AND DISTRICT SAV-
INGS BANK

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Ma. TASCHEREAU moved for an
Address to the Governor-General 1pray-
ing himii to apply the 9th sub-section
(f Section G, Chap. 7, 34 Victoria, in
order to obtain from the City and
District Savings Banlk of Mon treal,
and to cause to be laid beforo this
ilouse, when o obtained :

lst. A statenent showing in detail the.
position of the Bank at the period of its re-
orgaiiization in 1871i, viz: ail the amîîounts
due to the Batik ; the naies of parties by
whoin due ; the collaterals held as securityý;
hie rates at which said collaterals were
taken, and their actual value at the tile
they were taken.

2nd. A statement in detail of other apsets
possessed by the Bank at the time of its re-
orgamîzaticn.

3rd. A statenent showing how the )iree-
tors fixed at $180,ooo the surplus or poorFund, and by what process they arrived at
that figure, and if said surplus *Was limited
to aforesaid anount.

4th. A statemient showing how the capital
stock was taken up, the names of share.
holders, and if said stock was subscribed
before or afler the day and liotir when theboOks should have been opened accordinigto law. _

f>th. The suns paid by the shareholdersipon their subseription of stock since 1871,and date of re-organization.
6th. A etatement showing which of theshareholders paid in caih ; those thtat did

not; and how they did pay ; if by promis-
sory notes, and if so, when discoumied andwiether retired at maturity.

7th. A statenient in detail of all the loans
made by the Bank since its re-organization,
to whom made and upon what collaterals;
at what price such collaterals were taken,
and what interest was charged ou said
loans.

8th. A statement in detail of all the losses
made by the Bank and what portion of sali
losses were written off, giving nanes ot'
parties and the collaterals beld by the
Bank.

9th. A statement of all monies now due
to the Bank, by whom and how secured,
givinfg the collaterals taken, at what rate
and t heir present cash value ; and also other
assets presently possessed by the Bank.

10th. A etatemient of all the dealings the
Bank has had with parties who have be-
come insolvent prior to the paying up of their
loans tothe Bank.

Ilth. A stateinent showing what adcvances
the Bank made upon American securities,
names of parties, the particular stocks, the
prices at which they were taken and how
the loans were settled.

12th. A stateinent of the lowest quotation
at which the varlous stocks taken by the
Bank fell to during the currency of the loans
advanced on thein.

13th. A statement of the namncs of the
Directors, ifanv, wlo since ile re-organiza-
tion. borrowed from the Batik, the ennuiera-
tion of the securities upon which said loatns
were effected, the rate of interest charged
and how their redemption took place ; also
the dates at which said loans were made aud
repaid.

l4th. A stateinent of the dividends pa i
each year sinîce 1871, date of re-orgariza-
tion.

tlh. A list of the present Directors and
what anount of stock they respectivel
hobi in the Banik.

lth. A list of the present sliareiolder,
and what aimount of stock they respectively
hold in the Batik.
le said he wished to impress on the
Ilouse the fact tliat, iii iiaking this mo-
tion, he was orily guided by motives t>
scure the publi0 good. Every one in tho
commuity, iii times of commercial de-

p watclied our monetary insti-
tutions to see whether they adhered

sot onlv to the conditions of
their ecbarter, but also to souind busines,
principles, and whetler they avoided
ail such transactions as might be of a
character tending to speculation. The
large iniber of failures of savings
banks under private control, which
had lately occurred in the United
States, and the difficulty in whieh the
depositors in all similtr institutions
were constantly placed in the direction
of sectring souind information with
respect to their general standing. mado
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it the duty of Parliament to interfere
whenever the rule had been trans-
grressed, inperilling the savings of the
poor. The Citv and District Savingris
Bank of Montreal was, he was happy
tosay, from the date of its foundation to
hIe date of its re-organization in 1871,
a well managed and deservedly pros-
perous institution. Its directorate was
comp>osed of the best elements that
could be secured. Prudence and
shrewdness were the distinctive qual-
ities of its members. During this
period, which e mbraced fifteen years,
an uninterrupted series of fortunate
and prosperous transactions were the
resuIlt of hie wise policy followed,
which excluded all tendency to specu-
lation. In 1871. the Directors, in ac-
cordance with the terns of Sec. 6 of
the Ontario and Quebec Savings Bank
Act, re4olved to transfer the assets of
the bank to the Government, as ther
then stood, and to continue the busi-
ness of the bank under a new char-
ter. The mannrr in which the
stock was subscribed, as indicated
by tlie charter, was at the time
strongly comnented upon, and had
since been the subject of many re-
eriminations. It was donecontraryto
the established rules of sound banking ;
it was really of very doubtful security
to the depositors, and it inflicted a
severe blow upon the public confidence
in the institution. Ten per cent. of
the voluntarily subscribed capital of
two millions was then paid in, and to
this day the profits yielded by the
bank, reaehing four or five per cent.,
paid in each year to the poor had
increased, and the deposits had ex-
cceded the amount of stock subscribed
by the above-mentioned directors. A
more equivocal transaction coulil
scarcely bc imagined, and it lad been,
he w-as sorry to say. very severcly
criticised by the people of Montreal.
It was wt his intention to dwell ut
lengthi on this phase oftlhe existence of
tie bank; but, it stood to reaon, he
blieved, that ii tus appropriating to
themselves the goo i wi l of 1 ie bank,
and, as was currently stated, a large j
po'rtion of its accumulated profits,
uînder the cover of its charter, the

b;ve-men tioned di rectors not oiy
faled to carry out tie objct, (4f its
founders and firpt patrons, but aiso

Ma. TsnRA

acted in violation of all established
fiscal rules. If the poor who came there
to deposit their hard-earned savings
were not legitimately entitled to ail
the profits accruing to the bank, either
with regard to the charitable institu-
tions of Montreal or themsclves as
depositors, the revenue of the country
should, at least, have benefitted by it.
The establishment of the bank, or the
principle upon which the above-men-
tioned clause of the law was hascd, was
a direct spoliation of the 1.ublic
revenue; and the institution itself
changed its character, becoming a pri-
vate banking house, and ceasing any
longer to be a savings bank. This was
only one of the many incidental features
atfending the reorganization of this
baik. Encouraged by immunity, and
having, by the bold attempt, success-
fully made, secured the good will, and,
as he had aiready said, as was currently
reported, a large portion of the accu-
mulated profits, which resulted from
many years of safe management.
increased by the unprecedented profits
and dividends that resulted from care-
ful administration, the new Board of
Directors launched into a highly
speculative policy, and effected loans
on inflated and, in many cases, danger-
ous security.

ME. MASSON: Does the lion. gen-
tleman wish to have these papers
brought down, or does lie desire, before
this is done, to decry the credit of one
of our banking institutions ?

Ma. TASCLIEREAU: I an only
explaining why 1 muke this motion,
and I am perfectly in order in doing
So.

Ma. MASSON: This is a downrighît
shamrue.

Ma. TASCIHEREAU said that
American stocks were freely taken by
the bank as collateral securi Lies ; syn.
dicates or cliques were encouraged,
and the D)irectors ecouraged this
poliey, which ensured large profits at
great risk t< the bank.

Mat. D)EVIýN said that, as the

representat ive of Montreal Centre, and
as onre who vas closely identified with
a very large Inier of the depoiitors
ii this inistituîtion, lie respectively sub-
mitted to the h1oue and thle lion. mem-
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ber for Montmagny that he ought
to wait until the papers were brought
down before making these observations,
because ho was satisfied that no one
would regret more than the hon. gen-
tleman the consequences, if the effect of
bis speech should be to cause a run upon
the bank to-morrow or the next day,
which would prove very disastrous to
those who had perhaps their all locked
up in it at the present moment. He
was bound to say tht, while he be-
lieved there was good ground for
an investigation into certain matters
connected with this institution, a ques-
tion which would no doubt receive the
attention of the House when the House
was plaeed in possession of informa-
tion that would authorize it to
investigate the management of it,
he also held that thev owed some-
thing to this institution and to
those who were its depositors.
It was a serious thing to charge an
institution of this kind with gross mis-
managoement because such a charge
had a tendency to shako public conti-
dence in its soundness. Speaking,
therefore, in the interests-not of the
directors or those who controlled the
institution-but in the interests of the
depositors, ho would most earnestlv
ask his hon. friend to content himseif
with asking for the papers ho dosired,
in the meantime. If this was agreed
to, ho (Mr. Devlin) could assure the
hon. gentleman, that when these papers
were brought down, ho would discharge
his humble part in the investigation,
and use no effort to screen the direc-
tors if there was any evidence of wrong-
doing on their part. But until that
evidence was bofore the lieuse, lie
thought nothing furtherahould be said.
Let ià b borne in mind that they were
doaling with a publie institution in
which were deposited the savings of
thousands of the poor and înduistrial
classes of Montrea[. Nothing should
be done which would have the effect of
destroying their confidence in that
institution or impair its credit, thus
placing the savings of these people in
jeopardy. He thought they would be
dong wrong if they took such a course.
All they wanted were the papors.
these nust be brought down, and
brought down quickfy, so that the
lieuse might have an opportunity of

dealing with this important question.
He had to apologizo for this interrup-
tion, but coming direct from the city of
Montreal, he thought it his duty to
bring this matter before the House be-
cause there was nO hon. mem ber upon
whom the obligation rightly rested as
upon himself. He was perhaps specially
the representative of that large class of
depositors who placed their money in
that institution, and it would be clearly
bis duty to protect them if ho found
their interests were in danger.

MR. TASCHEREAU said ho was
afraid that, in moving for se nany
returns, ho must justify himself by
relating to the House the faets whieh
were now before the people of Mon-
treal, He was merely stating what
was the subjeet of general convelsa-
tion, and what had been proved before
the courts of justice in Montreal, quite
recently. He had merely stated that the
City and District Sa-ings Bank of Mon-
treal had forgotten its peculiar, distine-
tive policy, and he had called attention
to the enormous losses the bank had
incurred during the year 1876-7. If,
however, the hon. member for Mon-
treal Centre feit that it would not be
desirable to make any remarks regard-
ing the bank in the meantime, ho
would defer to his wishes and content
himself with making the m:tion in the
hands of Mr. Speaker.

Ma. OUIMET said that, as one who
had taken some interest in the matter,
which ho believed was a very import-
ant one, he wished te make a remark
regarding it. For his own part, he
had no objection to the papers asked for
being submitted to the House and
investigated by all the bon. gentlemen
present, but ho thou-ht the hon. mem-
ber for Montreal Centre should be
thanked for having stopped the read-
ing of the printed speech by the hon.
member for Montmagny. That printed
speech was not new to himself or to
other lion. members of the House, or
to a great many parties even in the
city of Montreal.

Ma. TASCHEREAU : I stopped my
remarks bocause the hon. member for
Montreal Centre thought I should not
go on with my speech now.

Ma. HOLTON said he wished to
inake a suggestion, which ho thought

M1ontreal City and
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was obviously in the interest of the
public. He took a very deep interest
in the soundness of the bank, and lie
believed, with the hon. momber for
Montreal Centre, that all discussion
relative to the position of that institu-
tion should be postpoiied until such of
the papers as the hon. the Minister of
Finance thought it his duty to order to
be brought down, were before the
House. le thought the institution in
question had nothing wlatever to fear,
so far as its ability t) rnet its obliga-
tions to the publie was concerned. le
had not been connected with it person-
ally for about six years-though lie
had previously beei connected with it
-and his conviction was that these
papers should be brought down and
placed on the table of the louse before
the discussion was continued. lie
thought the hon. member for Mont-
magny, instead of being subjected to
reproach, was entitled to credit for
adopting so prom)tly as lie did the
suggestion ot' his hon. friend from
Montreal Centre, that further remarks
at present might provoke a discussion
which would be untimely and injurious
to the publie interest.

MR. MASSON: lis second thought
vas better than his first.

IMR. OUIMET said lie was not going
to answer the whole speech-thoug hle
knew all about it-but onlv the part
read to the Ilouse. More especially
d id lie wish to answer that part becaue,
though he was not sent there in the
interests of the bank, he wished to
state that the tank had nothing to con-
ceal from the Hlouse or the public, and
that its directors were ready to investi-
gate its affairs in the siglit of the whole
Dominion. le beld iii bis hand the
whole speech that was to have been
made before the House by the hon. mem-
ber for Montmagny-in fact, it was
known ten days previously in Montroal.
It was well to know that the step taken
by the hon. gentleman lad been at the
instigation of some parties in Montreal
who were litigating with the Montreal
City and District Savings Banic. It was
said that the bank had lost something.
In fact, it las well known that it
had lobt a good deal in transactions
with certain partie.- in Montreal, more
especially with sotiepersons connected

MR. IIOLTON.

with the City Passenger Railway, who
had obtained some loans from the bank,
while they gave as security stocks
nominal ly amounting to over $200,000.
It was discovered, however, by the pub-
lic of Montreal-and that was not the
first discovery of the kind made for
some vears-that that stock, which was
quoted at 240 was only worth about 70
per cent. Well, the bank lad lost a
large amount, which hiad beeni, for- the
nost part, covered by new calls on

shareholders who were well able to pay
any calls that might be made on them,
in order tô secure the deposits in the
banIk. These shareholders were not
numeronis, but their means were eq1ual
t,) any emergency that might arise.
Considering that they had been de-
frauded, especially hy the late directors
of the City Passenger Railway, the
directors of the bank entered an action
against the latter, as le lad said, in
order that they might be reimbursed.
This action was now pending before
the courts of Montreal, the amount
ciaimed being over $100,000, that was
the amount lost by the bank in con-
sequence of the false repwesentations
made by the late directors of the Citv
Pas.,enger lailway. Asimilar suit was
pending on tie part of the Montreal
Ban k.

MIR. 11OLTON said lie was surprised
that a gentlenian having the interests
of the batik at heart should persist ii
an argument which must provol
discussion and bring on a discussion
whicI the Ilouse was anxious to avoid.

Ma. MASSON agreed with the hotn.
gentleman in thinking that the inatter
should be dropped at present. It w-s
right that sorme expulanation should bc
made. A good deat lad now been said
on the matter and lie trusted, therefore,
that the lion. member for Laval (Mr.
Ouimet) would allow the sibjeet to
pass in the ineantime.

MR. TASCIIEREAU said the hon.
member for Lavai (Mr. Ouinet) lmad
referred to his speech. Hle did not
know whether the hon. member had
scen any memoranda of his with refbr-
once to the Montreal City and District
Savings Bank, but he could say 1or
himself that lîe had never shown lis
notes to the hon. gentleman. le did
iot read his speech, but only referred
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to his notes with regard to figures.
Ris speech was not written, and if the
lion. .gentleman had seen notes of his
speech it was more than ho had him-
self.

MR. OUIMET said that hon. mem-
bers minght be of opinion that the
credit of the bank had been fully vin-
dicated by the declaration of the hon.
mîîember for Chateauguay, and ho him-
self was of that opinion. The- hop.
members for Chateauguay and Mon-
treal Centre must be in a much better
position to speak on the subject than
the lion. member for Montmagny (Mr.
Taschereau) or other lion. members
from Ontario, or from remoter places of
this Dominîion. lie (Nûr. Ouimet) was
perfectly satisfied of the solvency of
the bank, but in his humble opinion it
might be of some interest to the mem-
bers of this liouse to know how pri-
vate parties could come before this
Ilouse and use, fer private purposes,
the authority which statements made
by hon. members in the Ilouse must
have before the public.

MR. SPEAKER: I think the hon.
grentleman roes a little too far. le
has made a charge against the hon.
nenber for Moitmagny of having

beei employed by outside parties to
nake charLes here.

MR. OUINIET said lie did not in-
pute to the hon. member bad motives
in, bringing up tlis motion, but when
an lion. member knew outside facts
that mnight justify a certain way of
thinking, he was justitied in sta&ing
those facts, although not with the iii-
tention of eharging the hon. member
with bad motives. If lie had imputed
suich motives to tbe hon- member he
would at once apologize, in order to
show that such an intention was never
in his mind. lie (Mr. Ouimet) re-
peated what ho said, that, according to
the knowledge he had of the transac-
tion, the hon. member for Montnagny
had been imposed upon by private
parties outside of this liouse. He
believed that insinuations brought be-
fore the louse were ufficientto impugn
the crodit of the bank, and it was,
therefore, necessary to put the public
ii possession of the facts of the case.
According to bis own knowIedge the
attack made from outside was only to

force the bank to come to a settlement
with those people belonging to the
Montreal City Passenger Railway.

Ma. GIBBS (South Ontario) said
that, while ho agreed with the hon.
members for Chateauguay and Mon-
treal Centre as to the impropriety of
discussing matters in reference to the
bank so as to damage it in any way
belore the House, at the same time he
could not but think the speech made
by the hon. member for Montmagny
(Mr. Taschereau) was in the direction
of injuring the bank, and it was noces-
sary that some one should speak in
reply, so far, at any rate, as that bon.
gentleman had presented his case to
the Ilouse. The remarks of the hon.
member for Laval (Mr. Ouimet) were
of a reassuring character. Ho had
stated to this liouse that the bank did
not fear any investigation ; that the
directors were quite willing to have
its affairs examined by this House and
exposed to the whole country ; that its
position was such as must commend it
to the confidence of the country; that
the parties who had taken the manage-
ment in hand, and were stockholders
ot the bank. were parties of such re-
puted wealth that, although the bank
night have suffered loss of capital, yet
they would be able to repair by the
infusion of' new capital, any loss the
bank might have sutfered. So far ns
the speech of the hon. nember for
Laval went, it was in the right diree-
tion.

Ma. CAITWDRlIIT: I think it wiIl
be obvious to every hon. meiber of
this House who will take the trouble
to read the motion whieh my bon.
friend tor Montmagnv(Mr. Tasehereau)
has moved, that to grant the
various propositions which bhe makes
would bo to subject this bank to an
inquisitorial investigation to which no
bank bas ever been subjected, and
which would afford a most dangerous
anid mischievous precodent. I am
bound to say I cannot reeommend the
Ilouse to grant more than a very few
items contained in this motion, as, un-
fortunately, some degree of suspicion
might attach in the mîinds of some
persons as to the solvency of the ban k.

may reniark that, as fatr as it is pos-
sible to judge, the steps which were
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taken in constituting this banik sore
seven ycars ago, appear to have im-
parted to it a very great deat more of
strength and stability than it pre-
viously possessed. Under the late
form of government, nobody was re-
spon.sible, I believe, for one single
dollar; under the present incorpora-
tion, a capital of two million dollars
has been subscribed, most of which, I
believe, is held by per-sons of consider-
able wealth, and a very considerable
amount of which, about $600,000
only have been paid up, leaving, there-
fore, in addition to all the other
assets possessed by the bank, the surm of
$1,400,000 to provide for any deprecia-
tion or injury to their securities. I be-
lieve, also, that it is a rule on which the
operations of the bank were conducted,
that no advance be made to any one
unless substantial or ceollateral security
be given. Now, under these circum-
stances, althouigh it is true that a very
considerable power is granted to Gov-
ernment to demand ail kinds of returns
from the directors of this batik, I must
say that I should require very strong
cause to be shown before I should be
brought to exercise the inquisitorial
power sought to be exercised by this
motion. We are asked, in the very first
clause of the motion, to obtain all the
amounts due to the bank in 1871,
together with the names of the parties
by whom due, their collaterals held as
security, the rates at which the col-
laterals were taken, and their actual
value at the time. Well, it is possible
that information might be obtained, I
suppose; but, at the same time, I must
say I know of no case in which the
affairs of a bank, baving assets to the
extent of four and a-half millions, have
been subjected to a scrutiny like this.
As to the second, third, fourth, fifth,
and also the sixth clause, as far as
my memory serves me, ail this infor-
mation was laid before the Committee
of Bankng and Commerce in 1871, at
the time the bank was reorganized,
and it may be this information can be
supplied without any particular incon-
venience. On those points, therefore,
I will resorvejudgmen t for the'moment;
but in the seventh and eighth clauses it
is asked that a detailed state:.
ment of aIl loans made by the batik
since its reorganization, together with

Ma. CARTWarQr.

the names of the parties to the collater-
als, with the price of the collaterals and
the interest on them. I must say that,
again, is entirely without precedent.
I think the gencral rule we can afford
to lay down in these cases is, that this
batik should be called upon to give the
information as to its actual position
that any other banik is called upon to>
give under the Banking Act. If not
sufficiently given in the Gazette, I
should foel it my duty to obtain this
information, and it might be that a
great number of depositors, wlho are
supposed to be persons of the poorer
classes of the community, might wish
for some extended information ; and
this might bc obtained and required,
although not to the extent demandel
here. Neither do I think that the state-
ments asked for in clauses nine, tel),
eleven »nd twelve, should be granted
in the shape, at any rate, that they
are now moved for. As t- clause
thirteen, I presume that a statement,
showing the amount of money
owed Ly the Directors at present.
would sufficiently meet the wishes
of the louse. As to elauses four-
teen, fifteen and sixteen, those cover tho
ordinary items of information granted
with respect to other batiks, and, there-
fore, can fairly be called for if desirod.
On the whole, I think that I would
recommenid my hon. friend, for the
present, to withdraw bis motion. If he
should persist in it, I should feel it my
duty to propose that half of the clause4,
at any rate, should be struck out, anid
that one or two of the others should be
considerably modified. Should he re-
quire further information than that
already given in the published Gazette
returns,which would appear to be of a
kind which persons having an interest
in it might fairly claim, it might be a
question to consider how flar that
could be granted; but knowing, as we
ail do, how utterly disastrous it would
be to the business of the bank, which
is necessarily conducted with more or
less socresy, that the names of ail por-
sons with whom they are carrying On
business, the exact losses, or even aIl
the securities, though it may be poss-
ble, should be published to the world,
I think the eouse, and particularlY
thoso members who are exporiencel
in banking transactions, will agrce it
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would be a precedent of the most dan-
gerous nature to allow the motion to
pass in its present state. I do say
that, for the private transactions of a
great number of persons, who have
nothing whatever to do with the
quarrels of parties outside of the House,
to be brougbt into public light, might
lead to untold mischief, and might
have the result of gravely injuring the
standing of the bank.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, if the statements asked for came
within the A er, they must be received,
if not, they were illegal.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said a very
special power was granted, no doubt,
to the Minister of Finance, with res-
pect to this class of bank, under the
9th sub-section of section 6th,' but
it was a power to be exercised with
great care.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the 6th section of the Act laid it down
that ret urns should be made by banks
to the Government or Parliament, in-
cluding the list of stockholders. The
first thing to be. understood was
whether there was a clause of this kind
in the charter, by which certain infor-
mation was to be given. If it was,
then, of course, this intormation asked
for should be given under the terms of
the charter. If the bank was not
obliged to make any of these returns
asked for in this motion, by the charter,
this House could not require it to do so.
Either these returns asked for
would corne within the charter, or they
would not.

Ma. H1OLTON said he was quite
sure this bank would furnish any infor-
mation and details which the F;nance
Minister might think it was desirable
in the public interest to call upon them
to supply. As to the charter, he (Mr.
Hlolton) was connected with the bank
at the time of its reorganization, and
he was certain it was the couuterpart
Of the Act, so far as the returns were
concerned.

.MR. TASCHEREAU said he thought
it was desirable that this debate sbould
be adjourned, in order that these
amendments should be put into
writing and considered by the Houses

90

Ma. MACKENZIE said the House
might tacitly agree to allow the mo-
tion to pass, as arranged by the
Finance Minister, if the hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Taschereau) would agree to
that.

Ma. D EVLIN : It is merely putting
it into form, that is all.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said he be-
lieved the object of the Act 30 Vic.,
cap. 7, was to limit the right of the
Government to require information
simply of the subjects specially speci-
fied on the charter. He was a member
of the Banking and Commerce Com-
mittee in 1871, and remembered that
point was rather fully discussed. It
might be found that the hon. member
for Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald)
was right in saying that the right of the
Government to require information was
strictly limited, but that was not the
intention of the Committee at the time
it passed. This was an Act for Savings
Banks, and not the general Act, and
the wording of it would, he believed,
give a right to the ordinary returns.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

G. B. BURLAND LETTERS PATENT BILL.
[BILL No. 36.]

(Mr. Caagrain.)

BILL WITHDRAWN.

Order for second reading read.

M. MACKENZIE said ho had to
ask his hon. friend to withdraw this
Bill. It was one for a simple exten-
sion of patent, the patentee having
already enjoyed his fuli term under the
law. He had looked at the memorandum
which his bon. friend had been good
enough to give him, and there was
nothing in it to justify the House in
allowing the law to be violated in ex-
tending the patent. It was only in the
case where a doubt existed as to
whether the party might have had the
full extent of time under the terms of
the law, whether he might have been
preventod by accident or mistake from
enjoying the benefit of the full term,

G. B. Burland
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that the Bill could go before a Com-
mittee to determine whether there was
really any reason why further indul-
gence should not be given. In this
case there was absolutely nothing ex-
cept the assertion of the patentee that
he believed it to be in the public inter-
est that his patent should becontinued
in himself He (Mr. Mackenzio) did
not think it was in the public interest.
The patentee had obtained the full
award whieh the law allowed, and it
was not desirable to introduce a sys-
tem to allow in special cases an
extension of the time which the law
contenplated. There had been no
instance of such a Bill obtaining the
sanetion of Parliament since the organi-
zation of the Dominion. There was
nothine in it which would justify them
in ,etting aside the wise provîstons of
the law. If it were allowed to pass, a
dangerous precedent would be estab-
lished which would apply to every pos-
sible case; therefore, he must ask the
hon. gentIeman to withdraw it.

Ma. CASGRAIN said' he thought
this Bill inight have been entitled to
go to a Comm ittee, at least, under the
law which guided the louse in these
matter6 . He had been struck at first
with the same idea which had been
stated by the hon. the Premier, that
this Bill ought not to obtain a second
reading. Bat, as there was a matter
of fact involved in the preamble of the
Bill, he thought that it might have
had a chance of going before the
Comnmittee, and he desired*to lay before
the House the reasons which induced
him to introduce this Bill. He con-
curred entirely with the princi ple
asserted by the hon. the Premier, that
patents in general ought not to be
extended. But, in this particular case,
he was of opinion that a Bill of this
description, far from being against the
interests of the public, by extending the
right of the patentee, was, on the
contrary, a protection to the public,
and that was the only ground upon
which he thought that the Bill might
be brought before the House and
carried. As to the right of extending
the power of a patent, this was
recognized not only in Canadian legis-
lation, but had been recognized also,
and was recognized to-day, in Great

Ma. MAeKEINz.

Britain and in France. From a w ,rk
which ho had before him on letters
patent, he could quote a number of
precedents which took place, even in

ngland, in which patontees had been
granted an extension of the time
allowed for their patents. It was well
known that in England to-day the
power was conferred on the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council, ex-
actly as Parliament would do in the
same case. He would cite, in order
to maintain his views, a number of
cases which had occurred, all of which
were founded on public utility. And
in this very case, he thought the
public interests wculd be advanced in
keeping this patent within the control
ofa private individual, and in order to
prevent the counterfeiting of bank
notegan extension of time ought to be
granted either to the patentee or to
some other person, or to the Govern-
ment itself, in order that security
might be afforded against counterfeit-
ing bank notes in this country. It was
well known that in England and
France, the Goverument had entire
control of the paper on which these
notes were printed, thereby prevent-
ing counterfeiting. In the Province
which he had the honour of represent-
ing there was such confidence placed
in our bank note system that there was
hardly any counterfeiting at all, and,
therefore, all the farmers and men of
business took these notes in circulation,
because they accepted them as bond
fide genuine notes; whereas, in the
United States, the shin-plasters, as
they were called, were so spurious, and
there were so many counterfeits of
them, that the counterfeits passed cur-
rent in the market quite as well as
good notes; it was not worth while ex-
amining whether they wore genuine
or not. If this patent could
be secured in such a way as to prove
a benefit, it would, instead of being
against the principle advocated by the
hon. the Premier, assert that principle
itself. It would be an advantage to
the public to have this patent secured.
It would certainly be a privilege
granted to a particular individual, and
might be looked upon as a monopoly
to a certain extent, but it was not a
monopoly. Though ho was prepared to
use al his efforts to carry the Bill, yet
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as he could not hope to succeed, he
would be obliged to adopt the course
8uggested by the hon. the Premier. At
the same time he desired to express»h is
views, and thought they were worthy
of being considered.

Order discharged, and Bill with-
drawn.

MONTREAL AND OTTAWA JUNCTION
RAILWAY BILL.

(Mr. Smith, Peel.)

SECOND READING.

MR. SMITH (Peel) introduced a
Bill (No. 57) (from the Senate) Res-
pecting the Montreal and City of Ot-
tawa Junction Railway Company.

Bill read the second time.

GEORGE F. JOHNSTON DIVORCE BILL.

(Ar. Fraier.)

FIRsT READING.

MR. FRASER moved the first read-
ing of a Bill (No. 59) (from the Senate)
for the relief of George Frothingham

Johnston.
Motion agreed to on the following

division :

Messieurs
Archibald,
Bain,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blain,
Borron,
Bowell,
Bowman,
Buell,
Bunater,
Burk,
Campbell,
Carmichael,
Charlton,
Coffin,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fleming,
Flesher,
Fraser,
Galbraith,
Gibbs (North Ontario),
Gillies,
Gillmor,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Guthrie,
Horton,
Kerr,
Rirk,
Kirkfiatrick,

-Lani eikin,
goï

McDougall (South
Renfrew)

MacKay (Cape Breton),
McKay (Colchester),
Mackenzie,
McCallum,
McCfartby,
McCraney,
McGregor,
McNab,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Mitchell,
Monteith)
Oliver,
Orton,
Paterson,
Pettes,
Platti
Ray ,
Robinson,
Ross (East Durham),
Ross (West Middlesex),
Ross (Prince Edward),
Rymal,
Scatcherd,
Scriver,
Shibley,
Skinner,
Smith (Westmoreland),
Thompson, (Haldi-

mand),

Macdonald (Kingston), Trow,
Macdonald (Centre Tupper,

Toronto), White (North Renfrew),
Macdougall (East Wood,

Elgin), Young.-70.

NAYS :

Aylmer,
Barthe,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Blanchet,
Bolduc,
Bourassa,
Brooks,
Brown,
Caron,
Casgrain,
Cheval,
Cimon,
Costigan,
Coupal,
Cuthbert,
Delorme,
Desjardins,
De St. Georges,
Devlin,
Forbes,
Geoffrion,
Gill,
Harwood,
Hurteau,
Irving,

Bill read the

Messieurs
Jetté,
Jones (South Leeds),
Laflamme,
Laj oie,
Langevin,
Lanthier,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
McDonald (Cape

Breton),
McDougall (Three

Rivera),
McIsaac,
Malouin,
Masson,
Méthot,
Montplaisir,
Mousseau,
Onimet,
Pinsonneault,
Pope (Compton),
Robillard,
Robitaille,
Rouleau,
Roy,
Short,
Stephenson,
Taschereau.-52.

first time.

HUGH HUNTER DIVORCE BILL.

(Mr. McCarthy.)

FIRST READING.

MR. McCARTHY moved the firast
reading of a Bill (No. 58) (from the
Senate) for the relief of Hugh lunter.

Motion agreed to, on the following
Division:

YEÂs:
Messieurs

Archibald, McDougall (South
Bain, Renfrew),
Bertram, MacKay (Cape Breton),
Biggzar, McKay (Colchester),
Blain, Mackenzie,
Borden, McCallum,
Borron, McCarthy,
Bowell, McCraney,
Bowman, lcGregor,
Buell, MecNab,
Bunster, Metcalfe,
Burk, Mills,
Carmichael, Mitchell,
Coffin, Monteita,
Davies, Oli7er,
Dymond, Orton,
Ferris, Paterson,
Fleming, Pickard,
Flesher, Platt,
Fraser, Ray,Galbraith, onson,
Gibbs (North Ontario), Ross (East Durham)'
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Gibbs (South Ontario), Ross (West Middlesex),
Gillies, Ross (Prince Edward),
Goudge, Rymal,
Greenway, Scatcherd
Guthrie. Seriver,
Higinbotham, Shibley,
Horton, Sinclair,
Kerr, Skinner,
Kirk, Smith (Westmoreland),
Kirkpatrick, Thompson(Haldimand),
Landerkin, Trow,
Macdonald(Kingston), Tupper,
Macconald (Centre Wood,

Toronto), Young.-70.

Messieurs
Barthe.
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Blanchet,
Bolduc,
Bourassa,
Brooks,
Brown,
Caron,
Casgrain,
Cheval,
Cimon,
Costigan,
Coupai.
Currier,
Cuthbert,
Delorme,
Desjardins,
De St. George
Devlin,
Donabue,
Forbes,
Geoffrion,
Gui,
Harwood,
Hurteau,
Irving,

Bill read

Jetté,
Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Langevin,
Lanthier,
Macdonald (Cernwall),
McDonald (Cape

Breton)
McDougall (Three

Rivers),
Mclsaac,
Malouin,
Masson,
Me thot,
Montplaiser,
Mousseau,
Ouimet,
Pinsonneault,
Pope (Compton),

s, Robillard,
Robitaille,
Rouleau,
Roy,
Short,
Stephenson,
Taschereau,
Wallace (South Nor-

folk).-53.
thefirst time.

INSOLVENT LAW REPEAL BILL.

[BrLL No. 2.]
(Mr. Barthe.

SECOND READING PROPOSED.

Order for second reading read.

Ma. BARTIE said, last year he had
introduced the same Bill, but, to t'he
regret of the majority of the people of
this country, it was defeae, and in
reintroducing it this year, he believed
the o inion of the majority of the peo
ple ofthis Dominion was favourabTe to
it. This was not a question of polities,
though it was his humble opimon that
the Government should have a policy
on this subject. He submitted respect,
fully to the ouse and the Government
that, on so important a subject as this

MRL McCâanT.

one, the Government should be pre-
pared to state whether they were in
favour of such an insolvent law or of its
repeal. lf the Government was not
ready to express such opinion, as this
question was not a political one, but one
of general advantage, he held the
leaders on both sides oftheHouse ought
to put it in that shape before this House
and the country. The majority of the
people were in favour of the repeal of
the law, because experience taught
them that the more it had been
anended, the more unsatisfactory
it had become. The discussion last
year, on both sides, was im-
portant. The reasons for the exis-
tence of the law and for its repeal had
been given very eloquently. He would
not repeat what had been said in
favour of the repeal of the law last
year, but would say this: that the rea-
bon his Bill was defeated last year was
on account of the amendment proposed
by the Government. The Government
had then proposed an amendment
which, in the opinion of many hon.
members, would be a panacea, a
remedy for the evils of the law as it
existed. The amendment proposed by
the then hon. Minister of Justice was
that no insolvent who could not pay
fifty cents on the dollar should get a dis-
charge. The law was intended to be
stringent, that every estate sbould
give to the creditors fifty cents on the
dollar or io discharge should be
granted. They had had an experience
of the amended law for one year, during
which time only one estate in the Pro-
vince of Quebec had paid a dividend of
50c. on ;the dollar, and that was
very recently. He had the ;official
statisties of the» Government and
also those of i un, Wiman & Co.,
which showed that so far from
estates having paid 50c., the aver-
age dividend was less than 14c.
over the insolvent estates of the
Dominion. Here was what the Jour-
nal of Commercewhich was an authori ty
on different subjects, said.

Several HoN. MJBMBERS: Hear,
hear.

MR. BARTHE said he did not refer
to that journal as a political, but as a
commercial authority.

MR. MACKENZIE : And political.
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Ma. BARTITHE said he did not now
refer to political questions. That
newspaper said:

"The Government report gives $31,346,154;
Dun, Wiman & Co., $25,517,971-a differ-
ence of nearly $6,000,000. The average of
net assets for dividends and composition are
somewhat less than fourteen cents on the
dollar of liabilities."

That was a statement which nobody
could deny, and the expectation of
the hon. the Minister of Justice,
expressed last year, that estates would
pay 50c. on the dollar, had not been
fulfilled according to the officiai statis-
tics. He observed in a newspaper the
suggestion that a remedy would be
found in compelling insolvents to pay
dividends of 75c. on the dollar.
No estate in the Dominion could
pay that dividend and the assignee's
costs; indeed, no estate was able to
pay 50C. and assignee's costs, as
matters were now managed. With
those statements made public, it was
desirable to ascertain in how many
cases discharges were refused to
reckless and dishonest debtors. Ex-
perience had shown that, as the law
was now framed, it was. nearly impos-
sible to contest with success the dis-
charge of an insolvent, because the
assignee and insolvent worked together ;
a statement was prepared before the
meeting, and the majority of the
creditors did not muake it their busi-
ness to watch the estate. It was said,
in reply, that if estates were not well
managed, the fault was that of the
creditors and they should make it
their business to look atter them.
In those cases, however, where they
guarded their interests, and went
into Court to protect their rights,
they had, generally, been compelled
to pay the costs. The law, at ail
events in the Province of Quebec,
was, that if one cre(litor contested
the discharge of an insolvent, it was
not fuir that the discharge should be
refused. That was the decision givel
by the Court of Appeal. He did not,
Of course, desire to combat that deci-
Sion; he knew it was in accordance
with the law, but a law which enabled
such a decision to be given was a bad
one and should be repealed, for it was
unjust to creditors and encouraged
reckless and dishonest debtors. The

experience of the working of the law
during previous years had been of the
same character. It was a benefit only
to reckless and dishonest debtors, and
conferred no advantage on creditors,
with the exception of a few large
creditors in cities, and who appeared
to think they had the right to control
the whole business of the country
by that law. The Journal of
Commerce contained a résumé of the
working of the Act throughout the
country; it placed the subject in a
clear light, and contained the following
paragraphs:

" There is not one among the wholesale
merchants of Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton,
Halifax, St. John, and other cities, who is
not conversant with the countrv merchant,
who, to build up a business and destroy that
of his honest neighbour, will sell cotton for
6c. to 7c. a yard and other goods in pro-
portion, (which his honest and careful
competitors cannot afford to sell for less than
9e. to 10c.,) well aware that the Insolvent
Act is ready to relieve him when at the end
of a year or two be finds himself owing
his creditors some $15,000 or $20,000 and
has only $12,000 to $15,000 wherewith to
pay it. H1e calls on his creditors and tells
his story very bumbly. But he has an
uncle or other wealthv friend who will secure
him, and, if thev would accept 50c. on
the dollar, lie ' would be a good customer
in the future.' The result is that in nine
cases out of ten he returns with his corn-
position all arranged, and enabled to con-
tinue underselling his Lonest neighbours,
who see with regret that the ' white-
wa@led 'dealer is none the less respected
in his vicinity, because lie lias not, like
themuselves, paid his twenty shillings in
the pound. 'As a utile leaven leaveneth
the whole lump,' so does one such coi-
promise infect a whole neighbourhood ;
others who had continued able and willing
to pay their indebtednees in tull are tempted
iito sinilar recklessness in trading and
buying, until at length the sound business
men in the place are the exception and not
the rule. Indeed, the ease and certainty
with which compositioas and discharges are
obtainied are a continual premium offered to
recklessness and dishonesty. There . is
scarcelv an upriht countrv storekeeper
who hl'a not a sad experience of the
state ot things we here describe, and
upon the head ot the wholesale ierchant at
last descends the acecumulated load, wlen
lie finds his custoiers one after another
failing or offering to compromise, and thie in
a busmuess where profite are seant enough
through over-competition, "e laughtering,»
heavy taxation, embezaleient and other
causes.

" The remnedy for this state of things must
be founid in the cause; and there is little
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doubt left in the minds of practical business
men that, rather than allow matters to
remain as they are, it would be advisable to
totally repeal the Insolvent Act, leaving,
cases of insolvency to be dealt with
by the common law of the country, with all
its attendant evils, unless such amendments
can be provided as will lessen this great evil.
Merchants, as a rule, are but too ready to
extend every leniency to the customer who
is unfortunate in business, except where
great want of capacity is shown, when the
sooner he is out of business the better for all
concerned. A hint towards abrogating the
Act would doubtless cause a precipitancy
among dishonest dealers that would amount
to almwst a panic, but better such should
occur than that they continue to drain the
life-blood of the business community-than
that the bonest country dealer be entirely
sup planted by a class of men who are lionest
only when it is the best policy. It is a
strange fact that of the 1,758 failures in the
Province of Ontario during the past two
years, but few have been refused a discharge.
There are a few exceptions to this in the
Province of Quebec, chiefly in this citv, but
they are cases of the most glaring diehonesty.
Those who lear for the working of the cornmon
law in cases of insolvency to the detriment
of the unfortunate honest trader know but
little of the practical side of the question, of
the tendency on tne part of merchants gen-
erallv to a too favourable view of the circum-
stances of a customer calliig for indulgence
on their part ; and as the Insolvent Act was
originally frarned with a view to the protec-
tion of lionest insolvents, it is high time, now
that it has outlived iLs usefulness and beconie
the shield of diehonemt dealers, to abrogate it
altogether ere it be too late, and the coin-
mercial moralitv of the business comnmunity
exist only in nabe."

He submitted that that opinion should
receive the favourable consideration of
the majority of the House, as it would
that of a majority of the people.
Recent statistics showud that sin)ce 1873
there had been 7,546 failures, with
liabilities of upwards of $ 100,000,000 ;
the yearly average was 1,509 bankrupt-
cies, with assets of $20,000,000 per an-
num. In 1877 there was one insolvent
for every thirty merchants. There
was no other country which furnished
such an example. Those facts were very
damaging to the credit of Canada, and
showed that our commercial morality
was rapidly diminishing, and that the
repeal of the Insolvent Act was re-
quired to prevent its further deteriora-
tion. le had often heard it stated
that the large merchants desired the
Insolvent Act. It was a law for mer-
chants; if they wanted it, let it apply

x. BARTHE.

to merchants alone. He saw no reason
why farmers, professional men and
mechanics, the great majority of the
people, should be subject to class legis-
lation merely to suit the convenience
of large city merchants. Moreover, he,
failed to perceive what advantage
those merchants gained by it, but, of
course, they were the best judges; at
all events they had no right to have a
majority of the people as their victims,
because experience demonstrated that
large creditors always acted so as to
secure themselves, while the balance
of the estate went into the pockets of
the assignoe. Such was their experi-
ence of the operation of the Act in the
Province of Quebec. le believed the
voice of the people would be heard on
this question at the next election, and
that the great majority of candidates
returned would be compelled to state
before the people that they were op-
posed to the Insolvent Law, because it
had proved to be ineffectual in its
working and unjust towards then.
Every day creditors failed on their own
compositions, some had donc it on twoý
or three occasions, and were always
sufficiently fortunate as to be honour-
ably discharged. He would not longer
address the House, because hon. mem-
bers must have formed their opinions
on the subject. Entertaining the views
he had expresrsed,he was convinced that,
as the law was ineffectual when it was
first introduced, and was not now effec-
tive, the best course to adopt was to
suspend the Act for at least two years
as an experiment, because it had been
proved that not only was the Act in-
effectual, but it was also injurious to
the majority of the people. He would
conclude by citing the opinion of an
English Judge, who rocently defined
bankruptcy as the case of a man
who owes a lot of money and the lawyer
and assignee divide the estate between
them.

Ma. WOOD said lie regretted the
hon. member for Richelieu should have
seen fit to re-introduce this Session the
Bill which was defezted last Session
by a majority of two to one, and which
should have proved a sufficient indica-
tion that the feeling of the House was
still in favour of retaining the Insol-
vent Act un the Statute-book. The

1 COMMONS.] -Repeal Bill.



Repeal Bill. 1481

bon. gentleman had stated that public
opinion was mich more in favour of
the proposed repeal than last year. If
such was a fact, he (Mr. Wood) was
not aware of it. Certainly no peti-
tions had been prosented by the hon.
member, or others holding the same
views, for the repeal of the Act, and
if the country had been as much in
favour of the Insolvent Law as the hon.
member indicated, such petitions
would have been presented. The fact
of a Bill for the repeal of the law hav-
ing been brought forward a year ago,
and there being a possibility that it
would pass, led some traders to tako
advantage of the Insolvent Act, who,
if loft to themselves, would have paid
their debts. In that view of the case,
the bon. member for Richelieu had
done an injury to the business of the
country which he could not compre-
hend. The hon. gentleman had re-
ferred to the amendments to the Act
brouht in by the Government last
Session, and adopted, and had mon-
tioned that, if they had not been sub-
mitted, the Act would have been
repealed. As only one year had
elapsed since they became law, he (Mr.
Wood) submitted they had not bad a
fair opportunity of being tested. More-
over, the bon. member had not stated
the amendments fairly when he said
tbat, under them, no person could ob-
tain a discharge unless ho paid 50c.
on thedollar. Ilf he rememberedthom
rightly, they were sim ply to this
effect: that a person feeling himself
unable to pay bis debts, might submit
the state of bis affairs to his credi-
tors, and if they did not then take
charge of his estate, he would have
the opportunity o obtaîning his
diseharge, whatever divideid the
estate inight realize. The hon.
gentleman had complained that the
Insolvent.Law was class legislation,
because the f armers could not take ad-
vantage of it. That, however, was a
fortunate eircumstance fbr the agricul-
tural classes. Suppose a farmer, in the
present hard tiies, of which they
heard se much from Rome hon.
nemlbers, was unable to pay the
bill of a storekeeper, and could
be made an insolvent, his farm
inight be taken from him. As
it stood now, the farmer must be

sued in the regular way, and an execu-
tion be isued ; and, if there were not
chattels enom.ýzh to satifv the execution,
the farm could not be sold under one
year, but if the farmer were allored
to go into inolvency, his farm would,
perhaps, be taken away before he had
time to rodeem it. In this case ho
thought it was of great advantage to
the farmer that he was not able to go
into insolvency. The principle of the
Insolvent Law was a good one. It
enabled the creditors of an insolvent
estate to have it distributed regularly
and fairly amongst them. The whole
of the machinery of the law was per-
fect, so far as it enabled the creditors,
if they would only discharge their duty
to each other and the insolvent, to
distribute fairly the estate. if a mer-
chant did not take the pains to look
after an insolvent estate, the law could
not be blamed for that. It was ample
and perfect in every respect. If the
official assignee got more of an ustate
than he ought, this was not tho fault of
the law. It was simply the fault of the
creditors, who suffered in conseqi.ence.
He had often heard it said thiat the
great auxiety exhibited on the part of
certain gentlemen to secure the repoel
of the law was due to the fact that
official assignees obtained, perhaps, a
greater part of these estaies than a
certain class of lawyers; and, there-
fore, these gentlemen des red to go back
to the old days of snap judgments, when
these lawyers got h bId of the whole
estate, instead of the officiai assignee.
He did not say thatthis was the reason;
but such a statement was made outeide
of the House. They were told if they
had no insolvent law there would be
nO failures. If the hon. gentleman
would guarantee ibis, he (Mr. Wood)
would vote for this Bill. He contended
that, whether we had an Insolvent
Law or not, we would have failures in
business. Incompetent men would
obtain credit without, as much as with
it. Incom petent men would make fail-
ures whether the law existed or not;
and, therofore, he held that it was no
argument to say that, if this law were
re pealed, there would be no failures.
Without it we would have as
many as with it ; and then, as now,
goods would be old at a sacrifice,
because merchants would fail, and the
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sheriff would be callod in; aid, in that
case, goods would be sold at auction,
and parties fortunate enough to secure
the first judgment would oblain the
whole of the proceeds of the sale, and
all the rest of the creditors would be
wiped out, or rather, would not get a
single farthing. The hon. gentleman
said-and he believed truly-that they
had a law in the Province of Quebec
which enabled them to take hold of
and distribute estates without the aid
of an insolvent law. Very well. He
had no objection to their working under
that system. He did not have the slight-
est objection to the setting aside of the
Insolvent Law, as far as the Province of
Quebec was concerned ; but he had a
decided objection to the people of
Quebec, who had a law which would
answer the purpose in case of the
repeal of the Insolvent Law, forcing
those who had no such other law, to
do away with this law. Why should
the people of Ontario be placed in a
position different to the residents of
the Province of Quebec ? If the latter
had such a law as was mentioned, let
them work under it; but they, in On-
tario, who were perfectly satisfied with
the Insolvent Law-and nO petition had
been presented from Ontario to secure
it8 repeal-should not be forced to
repeal it to their great disad vantage.
A meeting of the Dominion Board of
Trade took place a short time ago, and
then it was supposed that the wisdom
of the merchants and manufacture s of
the country was assembled to discuss
these matters. The question of the
repeal of the Insolvent Law was
trought up, and the leading merchants
both fron Upper and Lower Canada,
lotally opposed it. He thought he
-eould do nothing better, or so well, as
to read a part of the speech which was
delivered on the occasion by Mr.
Andrew IRobertson, a leading merchant
of Mortreal. Mr. Robertson was well
known to the merchants of the country,
and to a great number of the members
of the Bouse, as being largely engaged
in the commercial business, and as a
man of vast experience in the commer-
cial affairs of the country; and, if the
repeal of this law would have bene-
fitted the cammercial community,
he thought that Mr. Robertson would
haie been the very first man to advo-

MR. WOOD.

cate it; but he took quite a different
course. H1e said:

"Il I understand Mr. Green's amendment,
it repeals the Act and does away with pre-
ferential assignments in Ontario. I do not
know how we could get on in Quebec with-
out the Insolvent Act. At a meeting of large
merchants in Montreal lately, this question
was brought up in an informal manner, and
out of about twenty persons present, only
five voted for the repeal of the Act, and
fifteen for its retention. These represented
the most important estallishmeuts in Mon-
treal. In a joke, this story was told: The
creditors of an estaLe, to avoid expense, had
a private assignment, and appointed sone of
their own number to manage the estate, and
they found, after exhausting all the assets,
they not only hal no dividend, but had to
pay for the rent of the store. I do not be-
lieve any has done as badly as that, aid yet
I believe these gentlemen did the very best
they could for the creditors of that estate.
Mr. Green's proposal night suit Ontario
very well, but not Quebec. I have no wish
to go back to the time when we had the
gane of grab in Upper Canada, and when,
according t mny experience, we cculd iot re-
ceive a dividend once in ten or fitteen cases,
a»d then only a shilling in the pound. What
has been the resuilt of the Insolvent Act?
By a return made to the House of Commons
in the vear, $27,000,000 of failures had
yielded i22e. in the dollar, which is a nuch
larger sumti than we ever got under the old
law. Then in the Province of Quebec, il you
repeal the Insolvent Act, it is useless to aiue
at all. I never, under the ohi systen, at-
tenpted to sue, because I found i had
simply to pay the costq. What with separa-
tions <ie biens and othier imsodes of evàding
payment, it was impossible to get anything.
I have k nown men, at the verv time we were
geting judgmnt, having a separation from
their wives to get out of pavng a dollar of
their indebtediness. I hope the law will not
be repealed."

Other gentlemen who attended that
meeting, spoke in a similar strain, and
in the face of all this, and of the fact
that not a single petition from the
commercial community had been pro-
sented in favour of the repeal of this
law, he considered that it would be
doing a great injustice to attempt its
repeal. They were told thatthe people
of Lower Canada could get :ong
without this law. It would be remem-
bered that the present Minister of
Justice addressed the House whon the
amendmeunt of the law was discussed
last year, aînd the hon. gentleman then
pointed ont that, even without an ins-
solvent law, the costs incurred in con-
testing a case in Lower Canada were
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actually greater than they were with
it. He would read what the hon. gen-
tleman said on that occasion :-

"e had some experience in commercial
cases and had known estates worth twenty
shillings in the pound, which after this pro-
cess would not yield enough to pay twenty
shillings in the pound to the lawyers. There
was not an action on a promissory note
where there was a contestation that would
not entail, without any appeal to a Court of
Revision, expemes amounting to at least fifty
pounds."
Would the hon. gentleman (Mr:Barthe)
now tell the House and country that
the repeal of this law would benefit
Lower Canada, if this was a true
statement of affairs in that section
when no such law existed ? He con-
tended that, even for Lower Canada, it
would be a sad calamity to have it re-
pealed.

MR. BLANCHET : No; but the
contrary.

MR. WOOD said that a very large
amount of capital was invested in com-
merce in this country at the present
time ; and not one of the people
so engaged, who had large sums so in-
vested, and who were doing business
throughout the length and breadth of
the land, and doing it on credit, had
petitioned for the repeal of this law.
They were perfectly satisfied with it as
it stood ; they feit that it was as
good as it could bo made ; and nlot a
'single petition fùr its repeal had been
presented. le believed that, in the
interests of the commercial com.
mfnity, it should not be repealed ;
and, therefore, ho appealed to the
flouse and to the Ministry to call upon
their supporters to vote down the Bill.
He begged leavo to move that the Bill
be not read the second time, and that
it be read the second time this day six
nonths,

MI. MA.CDONALD (Centre To-
ronto) said that the hon. member for
Richelieu had stated that the Govern.
ment ouglht to have a policy on this
subject. Surely the hon. gentleman
had not forgotten the care bestowed
uP0n the amendnents to theInsolvent Law by the late Min.
ister ofj Justice last Session, and
how well throse wore calculated toSeclurO the benefits of the law to aIl
thse Orgaged in trade. ie could not

himself believe that the Government
were prepared to tak4 the responsibil-
ity of allowing this law to be repealed,
an act that would have such disastrous
results upon the trade of the country.
The hon. gentleman (Mr. Barthe) had
stated that experience had shown that
the more this law was amended, the
worse it became ; but the hon. gentle-
man had furnished the House with no
proof whatever in this regard, save his
mere statement. The hon. gentleman
asserted that the majority of profes-
tional men, and farmers, and mechanics
were opposed to the law; but in this
instance, also, he had not furnished the
House with one practical proof that
such was really the case. The hon.
gentleman said that last Session one of
the amendments made provided that
no discharge could be obtained unless
50c. on the dollar were paid.
surely it must be in the recollection of
every hon. member that it was then
held to be simply an impossibility
that any man, however disastrous his
case was, could possibly secure a dis-
charge until this amount was paid ;
and yet that hon. gentleman had that
night read from the Journal of Commerce
to show that, under the discharges ob-
tained, the dividends hud only
amounted to 14c. on the dollar. He
asked the non. gentleman and the
House whether ho (Mr. Barthe) was
prepared to state that, if the Insolvent
Law had not been in existence, these
estates would have paid more? The
hon. gentleman stated that it was im-
possible to contest a discharC. This
was not the case. If the creditors
allowed unprincipled men to meet
together and defraud them, they bad
themselves to blame; and he claimed
that the provisions of the Insolvent Act
contained al that was necessary to
prevent an unprincvipled man fron
obutininig his discharge, and to secure
to the creditors the utnost farthing
that the estato would pay. If mer-
chants did not take the trouble to look
after their affairs in this relation, they
nust take the consequenîce- ; but surely

the law was not to be repealed to suit
those who would not carry it out, and
merely to place at a serious disadvan-
tage thoQe who were disposed to take
the trouble to carry out its provisions.
The hon. gentleman went on to say
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that there were sorne who sought
to control the business of this coun-
try by the agency of this law.
Well, this was the most extraordinary
way of making money that he ever
heard of. There was not an enlight-
ened man in the country who did not
regard a meeting of creditors as a
calamity, and as a means of loss of
some capital ; but without the
Insolvent Law, and without its provi-
sions, this loss would be much more
serious than it was. The hon. gentle-
man read from the Journal of Commerce
to show that when a man failed under
this law, he did so to defraud bis
creditors, and made use of his uncle
or some wealthy friend to do so. If
the bon. gentleman's logic meant any-
thing at all, it meant that, if there
were no Insolvent Law, such a person
would be deprived of this means of
defrauding, and that his uncles and
other relatives could not do, lacking an
insolvent law, precisely what they
could do with it. The hon. gentleman
had told them the number of failures
that had taken place under the law;
but he had not attempted to deal with
what would have been the case with-
ont the law. The hon. gentleman bad
stated-and he was very glad that in
this he could agree with the hon. gen-
tileman-that the proportion of failures
in Canada was greater than it was in
any other country in the world, but he
(Mr. Macdonald) could not see that
the repeal of the la w would at all alter
the case. This sinmply showed the
truth of what lie had stated in the
House on another occasion, that the
great want of this country was char-
acter. They wanted the merchants
who failed to wish to do right, and not
to desire to defraud their creditors out
of what was justly and properly due
to them. The hon. gentleman stated
again thai the large creditor was paid
under the law, and the smallercreditor
defrauded. But let the hon. gentleman
point out a clause in the Insolvent Act
which pointled 10 any such conclusion.
The hon. gentleman was utterly unable
to do so, and he (Mr.Macdonald) main-
tained that, since this was the case, the
hon. gentleman should not make that
statement to the Bouse before hon.
gentlemen who, perhaps, did not take
the trouble to read the Act. The fact

MIL MAODONALD.

was that the small creditors were-
not unfrequently, by the consent
of the other creditors, paid in full, and
the great loss under this Act fell upon
the merchants of the country. The
hon. gentleman concluded by reading
a statement from an English Judge,
to the effect that these estates were
eaten up by the lawyers and assignees.
Thanks to the wisdom of our legisla-
tors such a result was not possible in
Canada. If men would but use the
machinery with which this law fur-
nished them, no such result could pos-
sibly take place. The law was on the
Statute-book, and the hon. gentleman
knew very well that it would not work
itself. It was there and it must be put
in force. Merchants interested must
attend the meetings of creditors and
carry out its provisions. What were
the provisions of this Act ? They were
to give relief to the debtor and to pro-
teet the creditor. Relief did not
neces.surily imply composition. Many
men simply wanted time Many were
embarrassed perhaps at the instance of
some unreasonable creditor, and they
required time; and this granted, they
could so manage their estates as to
save not only themselves but all others
interested from loss. The Insolvent
Act enabled him to make such an
arrangement as would re-tore him to
his position, discharge his liabilities,
and deal equitably with his creditors.

SomE HoN. MEMBEIRS: No.

MR. MACDONALD said that hon.
gentlemen might say -1 no," but
lie wouki ask them to prove iheir
assertion. lie did not know how the
law was administered in Quebec, but
take a case such as might happen in
Ontario. There, a mari might have
twenty or thirty creditors. Some of
these might be unreamonable, some
might be selfish, and soie might wish
to obtain a preference. Now, the
Insolvent Act prevented such pro-
ceedings and any attempt at fraud.
lie would ask the House, was it right
that fraud sbould prevail? Was it
right that honesty should be regarded?
Was it right that an estate should be
equitably distributed in the event of a
distribution taken place? lie main-
tained that to these questions there
was but one reply. The solution of
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the whole was to be found in the
working of the Insolvent Law. What
did it propose? It proposed to prevent
one creditor from getting preference
over another; that no debtor might be

oppressed after he obtained his dis-
charge, if his statement was an honest
one. Now, what did the Insolvent
Law say on these points? It said :

c The insolvent shall not be entitled to
confirmation of his discharge, or a deed of
disposition and discharge, if it appears to
the Court or the Judge that he has not
obtained the assent of the proportion of bis
creditors in number and value required by
this Act, to grant such discharge, or that he
has been guilty of any fraud or fraudulent
preference within the meaning of this Act,
or of fraud or evil praotice in procuring the
consent of the creditors to the discharge, or
the execution of the deed of composition and
discharge, as the case may be, or of fraudu-
lent retention and concealment of some por-
tion of his estate or effects, or of evasion,
prevarication or false swearing upon exami-
nation as to his estate and effects, or that
the insolvent has not kept an account-book
showing his receipts and disbursements of
cash, and such other books of account as
are suitable for his trade, or that if, having
at any time kept such book or books, he has
refused to produce or deliver them to the
assignee, or is wilfully in default to obey any
provision of this Act, or any order of the
Court or J udge."

Now, was it right that that elass of
men should be let loose on the com-
munity? There was the law, and if
men would not make use of its pro-
visions they had themselves to blame.
He was quite aware that croditors had
been robbed, that dishonest men had
been enriched. H1e was quite aware
that creditors and debtors had some-
times practised collusion ; sometimes it
was the assignee and debtor, and some-
times the debtor proved too nuch for
the whole of them together. But that
was not the fault of the law, and he
maintained that, if creditors would
carry out the meaning of the law, these
men would be punisbed. Reference
had been made to the law of Quebec.
One of the most intelligent and in-
fluential merchants in the *ity of
MXiontreal had told him the other day
that a croditor paid to an assignee for
assets in an estate, $1,500, and by
resolutely taking hold of the estate
b rescued 82,500 which would have

been lost had it not been for this In-
Solvent Act, as, under the law of

Quebec, it would have been impossible
to recover any portion of the sum he
had mentioned.

MR. DEVLIN: That is a very rare
occurrence.

MR. MACDONALD said the same
gentleman to whom ho hal referred,
told him, also, that in the city of
Quebec, a person who failed without
assets was put in prison for three
months, and yet, from that man, no
less a sum than $30,000 was extract-
ed. Was it in favour of suclh men
that the hon. gentleman wished to
alter the law ? The law that creditor
wanted was one which would enable
them to get a settlement without much
trouble, without attending creditors'
meetings, without going to official
assignee's; and the law the debtor
iwanted was one to enable him to get
off by paying five cents, or as much
less as possible. But the law, as it
at present stood, was, he maintained,
an equitable one for creditor and
debtor, and beneficial to the trade of
the country. Ie wished the House to
consider what the effect would be of re-
pealing the law. He claimed, in the
first place, that it would bring about
wide-spread confusion. In Ontario
there was no law similar to that which
existed in the Province of Quebec,
and he contended that, in order to be
perfectly logical, the hon. gentleman
would require to make an nniform law
-to move the repeal of the law of
Quebec,which was altogether dissi milar
from that of Ontario.

Ma. DEVLIN: It is infinitely more
just.

Ma. MACDONALD said if it was
more just, the benefits of it should be
extended to all the Provinces and not
be confined to Quebec. The result of
the repeal of the present law would be
this: He would suppose that a debtor
had about twenty creditors. One of
these he owed abut $10,000, nd au
additional $10,000 he owed to the other
nineteen. The result would be that
the smaller creditors might press for
judgment and strike out the large
creditor, or the large creditor might
collude with the debtor and thus cut
out the small ones. That would cer-
tainly have a most demoralizing effect,
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it would lead to chicanery and fraud,
and would in every respect prove
disastrous. He would ask the House,
before they voted upon the Bill, to con-
sider the care that was bestowed on
the amendments of last Session. He
would ask thom to consider the dalm
way in which these amendments were
considered, and how conducive they
had been, when properly worked out,
to the benefit and protection of trade.
He asked whether it was good policy
to repeal a law so recently amended?
le would ask gentlemen connected
with the banks if it was possible that
merchants might lose and banks not
suffer? And was it possible that these
might lose and farmers and mechanies
not feol the pressure of that loss
throughout the whole country? Rest
assured it would be felt, and he called
upon e-ery independent member of
the House to vote against the motion of
the hon. member for Richelieu.

MR. DOMVILLE said the hon. mem-
ber for Centre Toronto had really
amused him that evening. He would
not say that he intended to vote
against the hon. gentleman; it was
probable he would vote with him, be-
cause there was method in everything,
even in madness. le was satisfied us
regarded the Insolvency Act. He
thought the Bill was a bad one.
Last Session, when it was first intro-
tduced, ho had the honcur of voting

with the Premier, and perhaps, he was
the only one of bis party who did so,
in order that a compromise might not
be effected whereby a debtor mighi
obtain bis discharge on payment of
3i c. or the dollar instead of 50c.

as had been the custom previously.
He opposed that proportion because
be believed it would offer a great
inducement to traders to compromise
the law. He did not think they should
be allowed to get through very
easily, preferring that the law of
England should be followed by the
legislators of Canada-namely, that no
man should obtain his discharge who
could not pay 10s, in the £. [t h ad
been laid down as an axiom in trade
that any man should fail whon he be-
came unable to pay over 75 per cent.
The policy Of this Bill, therefore,
would be, not only a great injustice to

MR. MACDONALD.

the mercantile community, but also to
the banking interests of the country.
It would wip3 away the only chance
a man had, and legitimae creditors
nould be unable to get that redress to
which they were entitled. To show
that the law was bad, he would give a
case in point. A certain insolvent
offered 10c. in the dollar, but did not
pay a single cent, and, of course, was
put into insolvency. Afterwards,
he and bis partner brought in suits
in their individual names claim-
ing $5,000 each from the creditors
for maliciously endeavouring to put
them in court, and one of the parties
obtained a verdict for damages. What
was the good of this law ? If a per-
son proceeded against a debtor he was
told that the man had good assets,
though not able to pay his debts-that
he had ships, mines or something of
that description, and, consequently,
the debtor paid no one. That had been
demonstrated in New Brunswick in
open court, where a person got dama-
ges to the extent of $5,000, and bis
partner was still in a position to sue
for the same damages. Evidently,
then, the law did not meot the require-
ments of the people. He bolieved the
bon. member who proposed the Bill
had the best interests of the trading
community at heart, but. at the same
time, he thought it would be a great in-
justico to creditors if they were de-
prived of the present means to ob.
tain redress. The hon. member
for Centre Toronto (Mr. Macdonald)
deprecated the principle that farmers
should get rel'of. Now, as represent-
ing an agricultural constituency, ho
(Mr. )omville) disagreed with the hon,
gentleman, for he believed that farm-
ers were just as much entitled to relief
as traders. It was not fair that a
manufacturer or trader should swindle
his creditors, and go through the
Court, getting cloar of everybodY,
while the honest farmer was demed
all relief. He was prepared to sus-
tain the mover of the amendmelt,
because the repeal of the Bill would, he
thought, be calculated to do grave in-
justice to the whole Country.

MR. MACMILLAN said that no law
was ever placed upon the Statute-book
of the country that was more neces-
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sary than the Insolvent Act of
1864, wben it was placed there; be-
cause, after the crisis of 1S57, in which
almost every speculator, as well as
every commercial man, bad become
bankrupt by over-speculating or over-
trading, it was necessary to relieve the
unfortunate. The method of carrying
on business then was very different from
what it is now. If a retail merchant
went to one of those wholesale mer-
chants,known as merchant princes,and
asked to purchase a bill of goods,the first
question asked him was, what security
can you give ? Because, no credit at
that time was given to retail dealers
without the price of the bills of goods
being secured. In this way the specu-
lator and the retail merchant, in so
many cases, induced their farmer
friends to go their security, and, failing
themselves, as they almost invariably
did, they leftthese friends security for
so much that they eventually became
hopelessly insolvent. In fact, the
whole country seemed to be in a state
of bankruptey, and, in order that
many honest debtors should bc enabled
to get into business again, an Act of
this kind became absolutely iaecessary.
When, in 1869, this Act was being re-
pealed so as to apply to the traders
only, to the utter exclusion of the
farimer, it seemed to be a great
injustice, for, a farmer having a desire
to assist his sons in going into busi-
ness, knew well that by paying cash
for goods, they can obtain them on
more favourable terms than if they
purchased them on credit. He mort-
gages his farm and advances all the
mfoney to them that he possibly can;
business is, or becomes dull'; new in-
debtednesses are entailed. le assists
them further by endorsing for them;
business still gets worse; bad debts are
maade, and, in the end, the sons are
thrown into insolveney ; the amount
realized from their assets is not suffi-
cient to pay the liabi lities ; even after
the father's assets are realized upon,there is a considerable discrepncy. Andwhat was theresultof it? iJecause thosons1 are traders, they get their dis-
charge, whereas, the father, who is
Oqually honest, has used every exertion
to pay the liabilities, yet, because hea farmer, he is not entitled to relief.Thi, seemaed to him to be a great injus-

tice. Ie remembered well in 1875 or
1876,when an amendment to the present
Act was being mDtroduced to extend it
to farmers, the lion. the Premier op-
posed it strenuously, stating that it
would be a very bad thing to extend
the Act to farmers, in fact, that it
would be ruinous to them to be able
to force them into insolvency.
He (Mr. Macmillan) at that time
conténded, as he did now, that,
if it would be beneficial to one
fiarmer in the country, ho ought
to be entitled to avail himself
of the Act. In fact, as affairs in Ca-
nada are now, a farmer can borrow as
much on mortgage as his farm would
sell for under a forced sale, and he
would still be able to retain the equity
of redemption, and might e-ventually
work hiniself out of the trouble. He
was very glad to sec that the amend-
ments increased from tire to time the
amounts of dividends that debtors had
to pay before they could possibly oh-
tain their discharge. It was too often
the case, however, that wholesale mer-
chants proposed, instead of taking
the goods away from the debtor,
to accept whatever they could pay,
say 30c. or 40c. on the dol-
lar, and allow him to go into
direct competition with his next-door
neighbour who had to pay 100c. on the
dollar. In many instances, also, debtors
said to creditors: If you do not accept
our proposition, or pursue a certain
course which we wish you to do,we will
succeed in taking advantage of the In-
solvency Act. So that often the debtors
exercised control over the creditors in
that way. As a remedy, he suggested
that the Absconding Debtors Act of
Ontario be extended to insolvents ;
that a writ of attachment should issue,
be placed in the sheriff's hands, and
the assets realized upon, and any
creditor proving his claim within
three months from the date of the writ
of attachment should recoive his pro
ratd share of the debtor's assets ; that
the debtor should be compellable to
give information as to the creditors
and assets, and any other matter in
connection with his estate, when called
upon to do so, and be ameaable to the
law, as ho now was, for fraud, etc. If,
at the expiration of a certain period,
it was thought desirable to re-enact the
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present law or some other in its place,
that could be very easily done; in the
meantime, the existing law ought to
be abolished. The cause of many
instances of insolvcncy, as they at pre-
sent exist,was from over-importation by
the ierchant princes, who, when the
goods arrive, sen1 out travellers
through the country, some paid by
salary,others by commission, who have
nothing to care for but to effect
sales of goods to persons worthy or
unworthy of credit, honest or dis-
honest, so long as the sales are mude;
and so long as the Act remains in
force and these wholesale merchants
pursue the course they do we will
never get back to a healthy commer-
cial state. The machinery of the In-
solvencyAct may be good, but so long
as it is put into the hands of political
partizans, and, ini many cases, broken-
down merchants as assignees, who
carry it out in a most villainous man-
ner, havirg had the experience of in-
solvency themselves, and canvass weak
merchants, who are not exactly able to
pay their liabilities, and induce them
to go into insolvency, promising them
to use every exertion they can on
their behalf to obtain the insolvent's
discharge, ifthey will take advantage of
the Act, rather than let them go on and
meet the obligation, which tbey, no
don bt, would use every exertion to do, if
this Act were not in force. An hon.
gentleman who had a seat on the floor of
the House, and was probably the largest
wholesale merchant in it, and one of
the largest in the Dominion, who op-
posed the repeal of the Act last Session,
stated in conversation with him (Mr.
-Macmillan) a short time since, that he
feared he could not be present at the
debate owing to pressure of business
elsewhere, but, if Le were there, he
would certainly, this Session, vote for
the repeal of the Act. It seemed to
him that the repcal of this Act would
be in accord with the feelings of the
vast majority of the people of this
country, and believing that, if the Act
had not been continued in force, that
the commercial affairs of the country
would not have been carried on in the
reckless style which they had, and
that, even now, the sooner the Act was
repealed the botter it would be for the
country, he (Mr. Macmillan) had now
determined to vote for its repeal.

Ma. MACMILLAN.

MR. DEVLIN said the constituency
which he specially represented in this
House, and indeed the whole city of
Montreal, was deeply interested in the
question now under discussion. It was
a matter of vital importance to the
commercial community of this Domin-
ion, and in dealing with it now it was
the plain duty of hon. members to bear
in mind the important interests which
must be largely affected, either for good
or evil, upon their action with regard
to the repeal of this Bill. In Montreal,
the metropolitan commercial city of
this Dominion, opinion wasvery much
dividod in reference to this Insolvency
Act and its advantages. le believed
that if a vote were taken the following
day in that city, providing the same
law prevailed as in the Province of
Ontario, there would no doubt be an
overwhelming majority in fhvour of
the absolute repeal of the Insolvency
Act. But the commercial men of the
Province of Quebee would find them-
selves in the same position as that in
whieh they were plaeed before the
passing of the Act; they would find it
difficult to collect their debts. It was
a fact well known, of course, to every
hon. member of this Ilouse, that in On-
tario there was a chattel mortgage law
and a preferential assignment law also.
They had no such chattel mortgage
law in Quebec, and if this obstacle were
removed, so that the two Provinces
could be placed upon a proper footing
with regard to each other, he believed
the merchants of Montreal would vote
for the repeal of the Insolvency Act.
But as the law stood in Ontario,
remembering how much they suffered
under the operation of these preference
assignments which parties could ob-
tain in Ontario to their advantage,
one could not but feel surprised that
there should exist a desire, and a very
strong desire, to retain the law
as it at present stood on the
Statute-book. le was himself of
opinion that it was an odious law.

e thought that, in this new country,
with so many advantagesstaring us in
the face on every side, that we ought to
be able to get on without the aid of an
Insolvency Act such as this. In the
speech of Mr. Robertson, of Montreal,
a merchant of high standing, and a
prominent and respected member of
the Board of Trade, which was quoted
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by the hon. member for Hamilton,
they had evidence of the desirability
ot retaining the Insolvency Act, but
lie (Mr. Devlin) was also aware that
other gentlemen, occupying positions
on the Board of Trade of Montreal,
were opposed to the continuance of it,
and he knew, also, a number of lead-
ing merchants who held the same
opinion, In fact, as soon as notice
was given of an intention to apply
for the repeal of the Insolvency Act,
he placed himself in communication
with twenty of the leading mercantile
houses of the city, and asked for their
opinion with reference to the measure.
The majority were in favour of its
repeal, and those who desiîed its con-
tinuance referred to the danger which
was certain to accrue, and the loss
they were certain to sustain, if the
Act wat repealed without a change
being made in the law of Ontario. At
a meeting of the Dominion Board of
Trade, the other day, tho opinion of
the Board was so much divided on the
question that they could not come to
a conclusion in favour of repealing or
of continuing the law, and they, there-
fore, resolved to appoint a Committee
to enquire further into the matter,
and report to the next meeting of the
Board. This went to show that there
was a diversity of opinion on the sub-
ject, and thatmercantile men, the very
class to which the hon. member for
Centre Toronto (Mr. Macdonald) re-
ferred, were, to a large extent, willing
and anxious to see the law repealed.
What, then, became the duty of a
representative of this community
^on the floor of this Ilouse,-a
representative of a city in which
large commercial interests were at
stake. Should he vote for the repeal
of the law, or should he vote against
its repeal? With his knowl edge of
the opinions which prevailed in Mon-
treal, his position was a very em-
barrassing one. He felt that he would

ive satisfaction to a very large num-
er of bis constituents if he voted for arepeal of the law, while, on the otherhand, he would, perhaps, dissatisfy a
ery large portion by voting for it.

ahe position was an embarrassing one,and what lie apprehended waa that the
duty Of a representative, under suchcircumstances, was to exercise his

wisest and best judgment on the
question, and to rted th at vote which,
in his opinion, was bcst cal-
culated to conduce to the intercsts of
his constituents gencrally. A remark-
able fact in connection with the speech
of Mr. Robertson, ought, perhaps, to be
referred to. That gentleman, in
arguing in favour of the continuance
of the Insolvent Act, had said that, by
a comparative state ment of the case,
it appeared that failures arnounting in
one year to $27,000,000, averaged the
large dividend of 22fc. on the dollar.
But was that a matter of congratula-
tion that out of $27,000,000, 22Îc. on
dollar were paid, showing a loss some-
where in the neighbourhood of
$20,000,000 ? It struck him as being a
most astonishing fact that a merchant
could be found in this couttry lauding
an Act which gave thein such an
advantage. They received about
$7,000,000 out of $27,000,000, and were
satisfied and delighted that the law
should force upon them such an advan-
tage. One of two things was clear;
either merchents must buy their
goods at a very low price, or sell
them at a very high price, if they were
satisfied with a dividend of 22e. in the
dollar. This was a matter which con-
cerned them more closely than those
who were not strictly engaged in
trade. But, as to the question now
before the House, he was of opinion
that if the law were repealed at the
present moment, as the lion. mover of
the Bill desired, very great confusion
would be introduced into the mercan-
tile business of this countrv. He held
it would not be prudent or safe, under
existing cii cumstances, to repeal the
law as the hon. nover desired.
Therefore, under ail the circumstances,
ho believed it would not be to the ad-
vantage, certain ly, to the commercial
mon of the Province of Quebec, to have
this law repealed until such a change
was made in the law in Ontario as
would place the creditor residingr in
the Province of Quebec upon the same
footing as creditors in the Province of
Ontario. Until the law was so
changed in Ontario as to place them
on an equal footing, he deemed it his
duty to vote for the continuance of the
present law, as that which was
best calculated to promote their
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interests. These were the reasons he
had to urge in support of his vote
against the repeal of the Act, although
as he had said, he believed the
Act had a demoralizing effect and
tended to make bankrupteies. He
thought that, when men found them-
selves reduced in circumstances, in-
stead of making a bold struggle to go
on and work successfully through
their difficulties, they ran to the In-
solvent Act to get relief, He did not
desire to detain the House with fur-
ther arguments on this branch of the
subject, but as he had made up his
mind to vote against the repeal of the
law, he merely desired to personally
state his reasons.

MR. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said
that the hon. member for Montreal
Centre had stated that the Insolvent
Act should not be on the Statute-book,
yet he came forward here and said he
was prepared now to vote against its
repeal. This subject had been argued
by hon. gentlemen from Ontario and
Quebec who had experience in com-
mercial business. He did not wish to
give his opinion in addition to theirs,
but as a member for one of the outside
and smaller Provinces, he might be
excused for explaining the reasons
which would induce him to give his
vote in favour of the Bill introduced
by the hon. member for Richelieu.
When the law, which it was now
desired to repeal, was introduced, he,
as a member for British Columbia, had
opposed it. lie had introduced several
amendments to the effect that it
should not extend to British Co-
lumbia, where they were working
under the old English law. He had
moved that miners should be incluaded
in that law. This, it was truc, was car-
ried. He had voted that farmers
should be included, and that was
lost. So far, the law had been of no
effect in British Columbia, for the
simple reason that they had no occa.
sion for it. On looking at the com-
merce of the whole Dominion of
Canada,they wouldfindthattheiimports
exceeded the exports by 33 per cent.
Was it, then, any wonder that people
should be insolvent, and come forward
every day trying to find relief in thé
Insolvent Courts, when wholesale mer-
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chants persisted in pushing their goods,
throughout the country, and, finally,
became insolvents themselves ? lu
British Columbia, the exports ex-
ceeded the imports by 10 per cent.,
owing to which, they had no occasion
for this Insolvent Law. If the whole
Dominion would only take the same
stand as British Columbia, and reduce
their imports and discontinue this sys-
tem of sending men through the
country to sell goods to insolvents,
there would be no occasion for this
law. Under these circumstances, he
would vote for the motion of the hon.
member for Richelieu.

MR. YOUNG said this was a matter
of very great importance to the com-
mercial public, and the vote about to
be taken was, probably, the most im-
portant one, in the interests of the
business of the country, which had
been called for during the Session.
He regretted that this Bil had been
introduced at the present time. What-
ever difference of opinion there
might be with regard to the
Insolvency Law, and a very consider-
able difference of opinion did exist on
that question, he thought that ail must
be agreed, on a review of the circum-
stances of the case, that the present
time was most inopportune to intro-
duce this Bill. The country was now
emerging from a period of serious com-
mercial depression, and one of the most
necessary things to restore prosperity
was a return of public confidence. He
was very much afraid, if this Bill
passed, that it would bave a prejudicial
effect and shako the returning confi-
dence which was seen springing up in
different parts of the country. It
would have an injurious effect on many
business bouses which were struggling
on under heavy liabilities, and which,
with the return of good times, would
pass over the crisis successfully. If
this law should be repealed, not a few
of those people might possibly sec fit
to avail themselves of the advantages
of the present law before it went Out
of operation, and the result might be
that something like a commercial panic
would ensue. There were a numl-
ber of peoplo who thought that,
when a law of this kind had
been on the Statute-book for a
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number of years, it would be well to
repeal it for a number of succeeding
years. He had heard, on some occa-
sions, the hon. the Premier state that
that was bis view ; and be was aware
that other hon. gentlemen, who had
no. been of that opinion in previous
years, had now corne to believe that it
would be wise to allow the law to
lapse for a short time. But all agreed
there should be a law of that kind for
the winding up of insolvent estates
during a time of commercial depres-
sion, or during the time this depression
was passing away, as at present.
Therefore, its repeal would now be
most inopportune. The hon. gentleman
who had moved this Bill had said him-
self that it might be well to repeal it
for a couple of years. But he (Mr.
Young) would point out to him that,
even if that course were thought desir-
able, this was not the time to adopt it;
rather wait for a more prosperous
period, when such repeal could be
effected without injury to the general
interests of the country. Some evils
had possibly arisen under the working
of the present law, but he believed
most of the difficulties which had oz-
curred arose from the fact that creditors
had not sufficiently understood the law
to put its provisions into successful
operation. Very many difficulties had
arisen on account of the amendments
made, from time to time, to the law,
and which prevented creditors from
thoroughly understanding its provi-
sions. As he (Mr. Young) understood
it, the law, at present, gave the whole
estate of the debtor into the hands of
the creditors. What more could
'e doue ? Under what law could
the creditors be placed in a
more favourable position ? The hon.
gentleman who introduced this Bill
referred to the great number of failures
that h:d taken p lace, and thon en-
deavoured todeduce the argument
that these failures arose very largely
from the existence of an insolvent law.
it Was not, in bis (Mr. Young's)
opinion, the law which produced the
failures; the law was simply intended
'or the winding up of estates after
faiiures had occurred. The real cause
of so many failures was, no doubt, thelarge amount of overtrading in the
country and the readiness of the com-
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mercial community to give credit
loosely to every one who asked it; and
failures would continue to exist, under
these circumstances, whether this law
remained on the Statute-book or not.
Any law of this kind would always
be cavilled at so long as the creditor
did not get a hundred cents on the
dollar. He failed to see that, after the
repeal of the law, failures would not
continue to be as numerous as before,
while there would not be as satisfactory
a means of realizing assets as at present.
People were very apt, in matters of
this kind, to recollect the ills they had,
and not think of those which might
corne upon them. It had long been
his opinion that every commercial
community required to have some kind
of an insolvent law. If this present
law were repealed, he believed before
two years, the Hlouse would be strongly
petitioned to re-enact it. When this
matter was brought before the Domin-
ion Board of Trade, a long discussion
took place upon it, and it was well
known that the Board decided, by a
vote of 25 to 7, that such a law
was a necessity and should not be re-
pealed. He thought this House
should give very considerable heed to
the views of those gentlemen who had
attended that meeting, who represent-
ed all the great business interests of
this country, and whose opinions were
undoubtedly valuable on a question
of this description. It appeared to
him, and, he thought, it would
appear to the great majority of
the members of this House, that
the adoption of this Bill, at pre-
sent, was practically impossible, be-
cause the effect of its adoption would
be to restore, in the largest Province
of the Dominion, one which had busi-
ness relations with all the other Pro-
vinces, the old state of things which
existed before the law came in force in
1864. There would be a return to
preferential judgments and preferen-
tial assiguments, the result of which
would be that those who were most
successful in getting judgments first,
would get the entire assets of the
debtor, and.the other creditors would
get nothing whatever.

Ma. ROCHESTER: They do now,
in nine cases out of ten.
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Mn. YOUNG said he thought the
hon. member was entirely mistaken.
No one individual got the whole of the
estate now, which, whether large or
little, was divided equally aniong all the
creditow. If they hlad a return to
preferential judgnent and assign-
ments, those who first got hold of the
estate of the debtor would receive all,
and the rest would receive nothing.
Another important fact to which lie
would draw attention was, that the
moment it became the interest of any
one creditor to take the assets of those
who were his debtors, there would be
writs issued al over the country
against those who were indebted, and a
commercial panic would almost certain-
ly result. Every creditor would feel it
was his duty to enter a suit at once, on
the ground that if he were first, Le
would get paid in full, whatever the
others might do. The result would be,
suits iniumerable, exciting distrust
throughout the whole commercial eom-
munity. It was impossible the Bill of
the bon. member (Mr. Barthe) should
be adopted, unless some other machin-
ery were provided by which the assets
of debtors could be equally divided,
and justice done to all the creditors ;
and, if that were done, they would
simply have another Insolvency law,
and it would be better to amend the
old one, when amendments were
shown to be necessary, than to
adopt a new measure. It appeared to
him that, whatever opinions might
exist with regard to this question,
some hon. members having apparently
changed their minds an: believed tbc
law ought to be rescinded, he main-
tained this was a most unfortunate
time in which to rescind it. le feared
very much, as he had already said, that
if it were repealed, something like a
comirercial paunic would result, and
very serions injury be inflicted on the
commercial community of this country.
Under these circunistances, he feit it
his duty to vote for the six months'
hoist.

ME. MACDOUGALL (Three Rivers)
said he would vote against the motion
for the six months'hoist, and in favour
of the Bill introduced by the hon.
mem ber for Richelieu. He had always,
since the introduction of the law in
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1864, entertained the opinion that it
was very injurious in its effects, and
he had considerable experience, as a
lawyer, in working it. ie had the good
fortune to take out the first writ under
the Act, on lth September, 1864, a
few days after it had come into force.
The insolvent was undoubtedly a
fraudulent debtor; he obtained a very
large quantity of goods in Montreal
from good-natured creditors, who were
willing to sell to hiin, notwitlstanding
his poor anteccdents. At that time the
goods in his possession would bave paid
20s. in the £, but wben the writ
was served, a quantity disappeared, and
only 6s. 8d. in the £ was realizcd.
After a time, they placed the insolvent
in gaol, but that did not give them any
money. That was the first case that
occurred under the Insolvent Law of
1864, and since then, the cases had
been going on from worse to worse.
He had never before taken an oppor-
tunity to express bis views on the
Insolvent Act, because he thought he
might, perhaps, bave been influenced,
as a lawyer, in coming to the conclusion
at which he arrived very soon after the
introduction of the law, from selfish
motives, because the Insolvency Law
had the effect, in the first instance, of
depriving collecting lawyers of a very
large amount of income. It was nlot
proper to come to Parliament and ad-
vocate the abolition of any law from
such motives; but lawyers were not
always found at a loss to work a law of
that kind to their own profit. Since
the Act had been in operation, lawyers
had found that, as a matter of profit,
they might as well keep the law on the
Statute-book; but, being relieved fron
the first selfish motives that induced
him to corne to his convictions, and
having arrived at a result by which ho
could make just as much money by the
present law as by the restoration Of
the old law, be felt he was quite at lib-
erty to express his opinions in the
House. He failed to understand what
were the difficulties in regard to the
ropeal of the Insolvent Act. They had
a perfect law in the Province of Que-
bec, except that the costs were found
to be very considerable*in realizing a
large estate, and might sometimes
prove inadequate to iay hold of the
whole assets of an insolvent debtor.
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But that could be very easily
remedied by adding to the Civil
Code an article providing that
the moment an insolvent debtor
should be sued and execution issued,
that execution should have the effect
of placing the whole estate in the
bands of the sheriff for equal distribu-
tion among the ereditors. The Quebec
law was amply sufficient to distribute
the proceds of the estate to the credi-
tors, the only objection that could be
made to it in its present form being
that it might be somewhat expensive.
Take the case of a debtor having a
large estate. The first creditor who
sued might do so for an insignificant
sum, such as $100 or $200, whereas the
estate might be worth $10,000. The
moneys that were levied under the exe-
cation were paid into Court, and they
were afterwards distributed. The ex-
penses of levying and of distributing
the amount frittered away a consider-
able sum, because the sheriff could not
go beyond the command contained in
bis writ and levy more than was men-
tioned therein. Under the present
system, therefore, ap estate might be
frittered away in that manner, and that
was one, among other reasons,which in-
duced Quebec originally to join with
Ontario to enact an insolvent law.
But, as he had already pointed out,
that could easily be remedied by a
provision that the moment an execution
issued against a trader, his whole estate
should lall into the bands of the sheriff
for distribution. Since the question of
the Insolvent Law came before Parlia-
ment le had spoken with several On-
tario lawyers, and they secmed to find
difficulty in meeting the case. They
seemed to think that if the law were
swept away from the Statute-book they
Vould have to fall back on the law as
it existed before the introduction of
the Insolvent Act. Ho could not, how-
ever, understanid why that should be
the effect. The legislation might
either be enacted by the Local Legis-
latures or by the Dominion Parlia-
ment, but it must be made by Parlia.
mnent if the questions were connected
With purely commercial matters. It
did not seem to be difficuit to frame aShort measure introducing into On-
trio the Quebec law respect-
ing insolvent ostates, with the
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alterations le had suggested. They
could take four or five articles of
the Civil Code, and declare they
should be law in Ontario, or any other
Province, if other Provinces required
the law. Those gentleman made a
mountain out of a mole-hill, for the
matter was as simple as possible.
Another point to be considered was
that an Insolvent law was intended,
not only to distribute the proceeds oi
insolvent estates among creditors, but
also to enable the honest trader to ob-
tain bis discharge after a certain pro-
hibitory term. What difficulty was
there in enacting a clause by which an
insolvent debtor should, after a certain
period, one year, for instance, as was
now provided in the Insolvent Law, ob-
tain bis discharge by proving to the
Court that be had divested himself of
ail bis property in favour of his credi-
tors ? They could obtain a complete
law in the Quebec Civil Code, and, if
they did not find it as perfect as they
desired, they need only go back to the
old civil law, the Roman law, to obtain
ail that was required for distributing
the assets of an insolvent debtor among
lis creditors. There were, however, a
great many defects, not in the Insolvent
Law itself, but in the administration of
it, and insolvent debtors, as well as law-
yers, had found means to get round
the law for their own benefit. He
might mention a flagrant case, in
which one of lis clients was made to
suffer severely. It was done in this
way: lis client was a genuine credi-
tor to the amount of $16,000 ; there
were two or three other genuine ci edi-
tors, having claims amounting to
$700 or $800 each; the whole of the
other genuine claims did not exceed
$2,300 or $2,4100. But, vonderful to
say, wheu the writ was taken out
against the party, who was an hotel
keeper, they found that claimrus amount-
ing to $10,000 were put in by servants
of the establishment, cach servant
claiming from $100 to $2,400. Those
bogus clai ms were entered for the pur-
pose of defeating bis client and ob-
taining control of the estate. The
consequence had been that the estato
had been taken possession of by an
assignee duly named, of course, by
that meeting of bogus creditors,
and the Insolvent Act furnished
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scarcely any machinery for setting
asidetheir claims. The assignee so
appointed had realized all he could out
ofthe estate, and had squandered it in
law costs to fight the onlygenuine credi-
tors with respect to a valuable piece of
real estate. They had been contesting
the case for more than a year, and
it was now in the Supreme
Court. That was one of the modes by
which frauds were perpetrated by a
majority of dishonest creditors. Credi-
tors very frequently acted in collusion,
not only with the irsolvent, but also
with the assignee, and obtained an
unscrupulous lawyer to assist them to
defraud the only genuine and honest
creditors. They knew what assignees
were. They frequently obtained their
appointment because of their political
affinities, and from assistance rendered
by them at elections; in fact he thought
the whole crowd of nominations made
after the last elections, and when the
present law went into effect, comprised
political friends of the Government.
H11e did not complain of that, because,
if another Government lad been in
power the same course would have been
followed, for that kind of patronage was
exercised for the benefit of the Govern-
ment in office. The class from which
assignees were taken was not one
composed of reliable men, and the re-
sult of the operation of the Insolvent
Law bad proved they were not so.
The view entertained in regard to as-
signeeships by lion. Mr. Dorion, when
ho introduced bis measure, was the
proper one. He intended to throw
the estate into the bands of the sheriff,
but, unfortunately, ho did not carry
through bis measure; and the follow-
ing Session he had disappeared from
the political arena, and his successor
did not entertain the same opinion.
The only objection ho had heard Mr.
Fournier make to the proposal was
that, in large centres, such as Montreal,
the sheriff had already sufficient work
to do, and it would be Dverloading lis
office with extra duties. It never ap-
peared to him (Mr. Macdougall) that
this was a sound objection. If additional
work was thrown into a public office,
such as the sheriff's office, more officials
would be required, and there were
always mon ready to fil situations of
that kind. If the Insolvent Law had
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to remain on the Statute-book he ven-
tured- to throw out the isuggestion
that they should return to the view
held by Mr. Dorion, and amend the
law in that direction, thereby placing
the property of irsolvent debtors in
hands of the regular officials of the
Court and more under its control.
Under the present systen, it was never
known where the assets of an estate
were to be found; they were distri-
buted round the country to assignees
living in holes and corners, and mer-
chants and lawyers who had to attend
to that kind of business were kept on
the move the whole time. Even in
small towns a lawyer had sometimes
to appear before meetings of creditors
at half a dozen places on the same
day, in addition to attending to his
business in Court. It was an intoler-
able system, and gave rise to an
enormous amount of mischief. Another
class of officers under the law, which
merited some attention, was the in-
spectors. Whcn the idea of ap-
pointing inspectors was first con-
ceived, it was argued they would bo
very efficient officers. Had they
turned out to be worth anything ? In
bis practice, ho knew the first act an
assignee did was to givo $25, $50 or
$100, according to the size of the
estate, to each inspector, and they
were immediately tamed down and
fell into the game of the assignee.
The inspectors never looked into the
assignee's accounts; their whole in-
terest in the administration of the
estate was to pocket their fees and
look pleasant. Another defect in the
administration of the Insolvent Act
was the misinterpretation of the law
by the Judges with rt spect to the dis-
charge of debtors. Under section 56
of the Act of 1875, a debtor, in order
to obtain bis discharge, had to produce
a set of books regularly kept, and
especially a cash-book; that was to be
an absolute condition, without fulfill-
ing which ho could not obtain his dis-
charge. But the Judges had over-
ridden that, and granted discharges
against the express terms of the
Statute. There could bc no doubt as to
the absolute nature of the expression
contained in that section of the law,
and in similar sections of the previous
Act. Nevertheless, it was uselesS
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.rgu0ing the point before the Judges,
and even now, with the more stringent
)rovisions of the amendments intro-

duced since 1875, the Judges still
continued to grant discharges, no
matter what , kind of books
insolvents had kept. With regard to
the penal clause, there was an express
provision made to punish insolvent
debors who behaved wrongly, but it
was a dead letter. ie had endeavour-
ed, on several occasions, to obtain an
enforcement of that clause, and, singu-
lar to say, the Quebec Government-
that was under the DeBoucherville
administration, but probably the prac-
tice might be changed now-would
not allow any proceedings to be in-
stituted under that law unless the
creditor, entering the complaint, de-
posited sufficient money to cover all
preliminary expenses until a bill was
found by the Grand Jury. They even
went further. In one case ho obtained
a true bill against the insolvent and
the case was still pending. They had
to send a constable from Three
Rivers to Coaticooke to arrest the
<debtor, and the bigh constable's bill
was $180. They made a claim against
the Government for it, but they re.
fused to allow the bill, and the high
constablo had sued his client for the
amount. He resisted, of course, and
lost the case in the Court of original
jurisdiction, but fortunately the judg-
ment was reversed on appeal. Al
this went to show-though ho did not
say that the law was defective in any
way-that this law was inoperative,
and could not be put into effect ; and
if inoperative, and if it did not do any
good in any shape whatever, they
should sweep it from the Statute-
book and adopt a shorter law, which
would confer the same advantages and
not entail the same misery, trouble and
loss; and, therefore, ho would vote
most assuredly for this Bill.

MR. ROCHESTER said the hon.
inember for Centre Toronto had
told the House that this vas a goodlaw. 11e agreed with the hon, gentle-
ian to a certain extent. He believedthat it was s0 to the honost trader.
there was no doubt that the honesttrader, under circumstances over whichhe had no control, might be compelled

to assign; but this was not generally
the case. Again, it might be said to
be a good law for the dishonest trader,
and about Ihis he thought that there
was no doubt, although, at the same
tirne, ho believed that the late Minister
of Justice last Session, had taken a great
deal of pains to make it workable, but
as had bcen explained by the hon.
member for Three Rivers, it appeared to
be unworkable. Some persons said that
this was due to the fact that the mer-
cantile community did not understand
it. His opinion was that that com-
munity understood it to their sorrow,
so much so, that commercial men
who were now in the House would be
perfectly satisfied, ho believed, to have
it abolished. The law as it stood did
nothing more or less than hold out in-
ducements to commit roguery. There
was no question about that. The hon.
member for South Waterloo had said
thattradersdid not understand the law;
but they un Ierstood it perfectly well.
Some men found it to their advantage
to make over their property to others
and so avoid the Act. He knew of this
having been done. Several instances had
occurred within his own knQwledge,
where large corporations, or a large
creditor, up to an amount exceed-
ing one-half of the total liabilities
of the individual, would get a lien on
his property; this lien would be held
for a month or a little over that period,
and the next thing they would hear of,
was, that the individual in question
was bankrupt. He knew of two cases
at the present time in Ottawa where
this had been done. One of these
individuals had offered his creditors,
independent, ho believed, of the pre-
forentia! claims of$120,000 or $131,000,
one cent. on the dollar; another in-
dividuai owed somewhere about 40,000
and ho offered two cents on the dollar.
This was why ho said this law was
certainly nolhing more or less than
the holding out of an inducement ta
make-if ho could say so-an honest
man dishonest. At all events it encour-
aged roguery. There was another
way in which a good many traders
worked. In looking over the
reports of Dun, Wiman & Co's
commercial agency's reports for
the last tive months-which reports
were carefully prepared-he found
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that failures to the amount of from
five to six million dollars had been
those of men who had been highly
reported by the agency. The fact
was that dishonest traders would
go to these agencies, pay them
a certain amount for their book,
get a rating, go to the wholesale
merchants and avail themselves of
this rating to get credit. As soon as
this was accomplished, they would
carry on business so long as it suited
them, and when they had made away
with a certain amount of their goods
to an uncle, cousin or someone else,
they would throw themselves into
bankruptcy. It was bigli time that
this should be provented. He did
not know when the bon. gentleman
(Mr. Barthe) intended to have this Bill
enforced, if it was carried, but ho
hoped that, in this event, it would be
enforced immediately. If this Bill were
deferred, ho very much feared that
one-half of the commercial community
would go into bankruptcy. There
were many reasons why this law
should be abolished. A large number
of men compounded under it with
their creditors and, perhaps, thus
obtained their stocks for 50c., 15e. or
10c. on the dollar; and it was utterly
impossible for the honest trader who
paid 100c. on the dollar, to hold
his own and compete with such men.
He knew of shops in Ottawa where
boots and shoes could be bought for 50
per cent less than first cost; and,
while this was the case, it was utterly
impossible that trade could prosper, or
that an honest man could do business;
and the longer the law was in force the
worse it would be, because the honest
trader was thus foi ced to succumb.
Under these circumstances, it would be
well to do away with the law for a
year or two years, at all events, and
try how this would work. H1e be-
lieved that this vould save the coun-
try, and, also, that, if this law con-
tinued in force for six months longer, if
the present depression continued, as
had been the case during the last three
or tour years, one-half of the commer-
cial community of the country would
become insolvent.

MR. PATERSON said that no groat
amount of argument was needed on

MR. ROCHESTER.

this question. Some hon. gentlemenr
had entered into an explanation of the
Act as it stood ; but as ho under-
stood it, the question before
the H1ouse was not whether this
law as it stood could be amended
or not, but the abolition of it alto-
gether, and it was to this one point
alone that they had tc direct their
attention. It appeared to him that the
views enunciated bythe hon. members
from Hamilton, Toronto and Waterloo,
and some others, were those which
must commend thenselves to the intel-
ligence of the House. This question
was up last year, when the same
motion was moved by the same hon.
gentleman, in the same able manner.
Expression was then given to the
qpinion that it would be very inoppor-
tune to repeal this Act at the present
time, even if it were desirable,
that it should be done. He
thought that precisely the same argu-
ment would now apply. It might be
replied: "When will the opportune
time come?" Opinions might differ
on this point. It appeared to him,
viewing it as ho now did, that the
opportune time could scarcely ever
come when they could dispense with a
law that had for its main feature
the equitable distribution of the
assets of an insolvent estate among
the various creditors. It would be
disastrous in the extreme to have to
return to the old systemof preforential
assignments when the man who first
entered suit and secured judgment, tooik
the whole of the estate and left the
other creditors without any share.
He would not deny that it was a qucs-
tion which the Government might
fairly consider-whether it would not
ho advisable to move in the direction
in which they had moved during the
past two years-the increasing ot the
amount which the inàolvent was re-
quired to pay, or they might even,
reach the point at which the insolvent
would be unablo to procure his dis-
charge unless he paid the full amount
of his liabilities; or, in other words,
that they should have the machinerY,
provided under the present law, for
the equal distribution of assets, while
it would be no part or necessity of the
law that the insolvent should be re-
lieved from the obligatio. s he had
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undertaken. Last year the depression
was more severe than this year, but
still a considerable amount of depres-
sion existed, and no Canadian could
help feeling a degree of pleasure when
he contemplated the fact that we had
passed through the depression which
had, moreover, manifested itself in ail
parts of the world, without experienc-
ing some of the most disastrous features
that had been exhibited in connection
with it in other countries. He meant
that, auring this depression, no want
of confidence had been manifested.
Confidence had been shown on the part
of the trading community, of the
banks, the wholesale men and retail
men ; and it was desirable, above ail
things, that this confidence should be
maintained, for, when confidence was
lost, what was depression suddenly be-
came a panic. We had passed through
a period of depression, but not through
a period of panic. While it was true
that the depression had been almost as
great, perhaps, as that which existed
in 1857-8, there had been nothing ap-
proaching a panic, for the very reason
that in 1857-8 there was loss of
confidence. Banks had no confidence
in wholesale men ; wholesale men none
in retail mer.; retail men none in their
customers; and the result was
a conplete and universal panic
over Canada. He submitted that
any hon. gentleman, looking at it from
his standpoint, who would vote for the
motion of the hon. member for Rich-
elicu, would vote for a resolution that
would inevitably produce a panie in this
Country, and inevitably destroy the
confidence that at present existed in
the different branches of commerce ;
and he would remind hon. gentlemen
that the effect of such a panic would
Dot be found alone among commer-
cial men in this country. He sincerely
believed that the effect of it would be
found to permeate the masses of
the people. What would be the result ?
It was easy for any one to determine
it. At present we had confidence in
one arother, and no suits were entered;
because a man that entered Court to
crowd a customer knew that he in-
jured his own interest hy doing so.

if they repealed the Insovent
iLaw, Which secured to the creditor an
equal distribution of the assets, whether

he took effectual means to obtain it or
not, what would be the result ? It
would be what was formerly experi-
enced-self-defence was the first law of
nature : if a debtor was behind
with a creditor, the latter, however
generous ho might be, would say:
" Well, I am willing myself to extend
leniency, but the other creditors
must be considered. They may
be actuated by the ssme feelings
as myself, but will not extend it;
they may enter suit, secure judg-
ment, seize this man's property, sell it,
put the proceeds in thoir pockets, and
secure themse;ves in full, and I will be
left completely out." A man would
reason thus, and though generous, self-
defence would compel him to take the
very action he anticipated that his
neighbour would do. The moment
that this law was repealed, it would be
a race on the part of the creditors to
the nearest and sharpest law officer
they could find, in order that they
might secure judgment and thus save
themselves. In other words, commer-
cial confidence would in this way be
at once destroyed. The banks would
withdraw their confidence from the
wholesalemen, and the latter from the
retailers, and hence the retailers would
be unable to give credit to their cus-
tomers as they had done in times past.
In consequence of these facts, the
passage of this Bill would inevitably
produce a panic that would affect every
one in this country. -He did not wish
to speak deprecatingly of the business
interests of the country, but from the
observations he had taken, ho ventured
to say that there were not seven
business men out of t-cn in Canada to-
day who were in a position to pay all
their debts at the moment they matur-
ed, though they might, nevertheless,
be perfectly solvent. If the law w ere
repealed under these circumstances,
a man in arrears, solvent though he
might be and possessing assets a great
deal in access of his liabilities, but
so locked up that he could not at once
realize upon them, would find a suit
entered against him ; his property
would be taken possession of under
judgment summons, and so his
credit would be effoctually estroyed,
and le would be robbed of what means
he possessed. What would be the
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effect of ihis? Tho wholesale bouse
which was thus summarily closed up,
would be unable to extend leniency
and give credit, and to carry the
various retail bouses, as in times past;
the downfall of this bouse would
follow, and with it down would come
their customers. If the consequences
stopped there, some bon. gentlemen
might not care very much, as the great
mass of the people they reprosented
were not traders but farmers, me-
chanics and others; but what would
be the result of this closing up of
stores at which the farmers and mer-
chants and all the population had been
getting their supplies ? These people
were largely in the merchants' books.
How many of the constituents of hon.
gentlemen were in arrears with the
merchants and in debt ? Amounts
would be due from them to the mer-
chants, who would be summarily closed,
and the latter would then be perforce
compelled to enter suits against
their customers. This would be
the effect of the repeal of the
law at the present time. le
was willing to admit that, while
many business men had taken advan-
tage of this law, it was disastrous in
the extreme, and many cases of hard-
ship had occurred under it. He spoke
warmly because he felt deeply on the
subject. But to repeal the Insolvent
Act until a law providing suitable
machinery for the equitable distribu-
tion of the estate of a debtor, was
desired and proposed to be substituted
for the present Act, would not be wise,
and he would oppose such ant attempt.
At one time there was no limit fixed
at which a debtor might have bis dis-
charge. An amendment was brought
in, however, fixing the limit at 33½c.
on the dollar, and that was still further
amended by another clause which pro-
vided that a debtor must be able to
pay 50c. on the dollar before he could
obtain his discharge. And if the Gov-
ernment went still further, and, after
providing machinery for the equal dis.
tribution of estatos, declared that a
debtor could not obtain a discharge
unlesa he paid 100 cents on the dollar,
they would only be following the
direction in which they had already
been proceeding. It would bo for the
Hlouse to Say whether they would, an-

Ma. PATERSON.

other year hnc,consider whother some
alteration might not be made in the
law. At present the question was not
as to an amendment of the Insolvent
Law, but an actual repeal, which he
believed would be followed by disas-
trous results.

MR. JETTE said that although ho
was of opinion that the existing law
was not perfect, lie was not disposed to
vote for its repeal, pure and simple, be-
cause it seemed such a stop woul d tond
to favour class and exceptional legisla-
tion. In most civilized countries a law
similar to that of the Dominion of Ca-
nada existed, and that law applied only
to traders. If ho was not mistaken,
such was the case in England, France,
Spain, Portugal, also in Brazil and
many other States in South A merica.
It could not be said surely that the
collected wisdom of all these countries
would retain a law which was not an
equitable one. There were two rea-
sons why people should have such a
law, and two reasons, therofore, why
he would oppose the Bill. It had been
argued by hon. members who had
spoken on the question that there was
no provision, acccording to the civil or
common law, in the Province of On-
tario, and other Provinces, for an eqnal
distribution of an estate in cases of' in-
solvency. In the Province of Quebec
they had special legislation, and would
not suffer from the repeal of the Act on
that point; but they would suffer. inas-
much as their trade was not confined to
the limits of their own Province, but
extended to others. There was another
noint upon which, he thought, the law
ought to stand. As far as the Province
of Quebec was concerned, he would not
consent to return to the old legislation
as to the discharge of a debtor. Bofore
the Insolvent Act there was no provi-
sion for the discharge of a debtor, and
lie was obliged, therofore, to make soe
compromise with his croditor. The
provision contained in the prosent law
was, lie thought, a very wise ono. Ac-
cording to the old law a debtor was
obliged to have the consent of all bis
creditors before ho could obtain his
discharge, and frequently through the
ill-will of a single man, who refuseod for
years to grant huin bis discharge, ho
could not rosume business. This was
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certainly very Lard, and he thought
the present law should be retained. If
some measure, which would have
proved a good substitute for the exist-
ing law, had been proposed, he would
have voted for it; but to vote for the
repeal, pure and simple, of the present
law would, ho thought, be unwise.

1. JONES (South Leeds) said
amendments had been suggested by
the hon. member for Montreal East,
and the member for South Waterloo.
Now, the fact was the existing law
lad been so oten amended that people
did not understand it. He would like
to give an illustration of the working
of the Act which liad corne under his
notice during the last few days. Be-
fore doing so, however, he wished to
state that ho did not want to revert
from the position ho assumed lastyear
when ho recorded his vote against
keeping the Insolvent Law on the
Statute-book. It eould be amended
in varions ways, as suggested by the
lion. member for South Waterloo, and
being censolidated made it casier to
comprehend. The illustration ho
spoke of was this. On the 20th of
this month ho receivod a notice Of the
sale of a large estate in the Province of
Quebec that same dayi it was adver-
tised, however, on the 16th of March
in a newspaper. It night be said that
this arrangement was made at the
consentof a nuniber of creditors repre-
senting a certain value, but as collision
sometimesoccurred in connection with
these mattors, longer notice should be
given. Seeing that so many amend-
monts had been proposed, lie thought
it might be proper to add an amend-
ment providing that from four to six
weeks notice of the sale of a debtor's
estate should be given. He believed
that under the present law an estate
might be sold en bloc with the consent
of creditors of a certain number and
value by giving only 24 hours' notice.
That was certainly a very improper
'aw, and one which had causod him
sone loss during the past week. It
Was certainly not right that an estate
shOuld be sold by certain croditorswho only gave about 24 hours notice to
a Porson being,perhaps,400 or 500 miles
distant, and who was precluded therefor
fromoffen.ing for the estate. He wouldVote for the aniendnent.

MR. CURRIER said that hitherto
he had always voted iu the direction
of repealing the existing Bankruptcy
Law when it came up for consideration,
but, at the present time, he was not so
sure that it would be -wise to repeal it.
The lion. member for Montreal East
had suggested that it should remain on
the Statute book for another year,
and he vas every much inclined to the
same opinion. The country was at
present, and had been for some time,in
a chronic state of panic, and it might
not be judicious, under these circum-
stances, to vote for a repeal of the law.
He was inelined to let it remain on
the Statute-book, at all events, for
another year.

MR. LITTLE said the law encour-
aged a good deal of fraud and collusion
between a debtor and the official
assignee or between the debtor and
some of his creditors. This, of course,
must be deprecated, but at the same
time it was unfair that such a large
and influential class as the farmers of
this country should be purposely exclud-
cd from participating in the privilege
accorded to other sections of the corn-
munity. It was said that the farmer's
occupation was not a hazardous one,
but Le contended that no occupation
was attended with more risk than that
of a farmer. His produce might bc in
excellent condition to-day and com-
pletely destroyed to-morrow; his cattle
might be in .tirst rate condition and
they night suddenly be rendered
worthless or they might die. It was a
shaie that this large class, which was
becoming more numerous every year,
should be purposely excluded, and for
that reason he would vote for the
repeal of the Act. If it was a benefit
to any portion of the community, that
benetit should be extended to the
wholo.

MR. BOURBEAU said that, being a
merchant himself, he had had the op-
portunity of acquiring some experie nce
in connection with this Insolvent Law,
either from somo of his debtors who
failed, or fron merchants in town, who
wore in the habit of selling goods, no
matter how much under cost, or from
merchants in the country who were
less scrupulous, and who did not desire
to act honestly, and sold thoir goods at
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such low prices that honest merchants,
who had establishmonts near by, were
sonetimes forced to tell their cus-
tomers that such and such goods, in
their shops, could not be sold at these
prices. And why? Because the former
acted recklessly and dishonestly; and,
sometimes, the bonest merchant also
sold bis goods, with a merely reasonable
profit, and was obliged, as it were, to
refuse the sale of certain merchandize
-not willing to make a sacrifice of
the same-for fear that, in asking the
real price, ho should obtain the repu-
tation of selling dearer than his neigh-
bour. They would also conceal the
good notes that they obtained from
farmers, or other customers, and hand
over to their creditors such notes as
came from irresponsible parties. He
had seen tradesmen, who had thus been
eager to undersell their goods, conceal
the best part of their stock, show the
remainder to their creditors, and ob-
tain a dischargo or a composition and
defrauded theircreditors. Lt was known
that, in the country, stocks of very
great value were not held; and the
wholesale dealers in the cities, rather
than go to the trouble of making an
investigation into the affairs of a per-
son, who went into bankruptcy in this
manner, would place the matter in the
hands of an official assignee; and, it
was generally the result, that the as-
signee did not get enough to pay the
costs attending these proceedings. As
soon as the difficulty was arranged, the
merchant, wbo, in bad faith, had suc-
ceeded in effecting a composition with
bis creditors, at 25 or 30 cents in the
dollar, and secured a discharge,pro-
cured the goods that ho had secreted,
and brought them back to his store;
he would give to a lawyer for cole-
tion the good notes he bad secreted;
and, at once, was thus placed on a
footing of egu lty with the honest mer-
chant, long in business, who had al-
ways paid strict attention to business,
economizod, and honoured bis bills
when they became due. It sometimes,
however, happened that these bank-
rupt estates were not settled in this
way. If the creditors did not wish to
grant a composition to their debtor,
they would put the notes which the
bankrupt had handed over to them, on
the eve of failure, into the hands of a

Ma. BOURBEAU.

collector. Costs were thus incurred,
and, as a consequence, great damage
was caused to the farmers who had
had the misfortune to deal with a man
who had always intended to go into
bankruptcy, on a favourable opportun-
ity offering itself. There was a class
of men in this country who had not
the right to enter into bankruptcy.
He now referred to the farmers, who
were honest and respectable men, if
any such were to be found, and who
could not become insolvent under this
law, and to whom the right of so doing
in an honest way was refused by the
Government, but who were always com-
pelled to honour their bills and were
under obligation to pay the whole or
their debts. le concluded, in view of
this fact, that, if merchants who were in
the habit of failing, did not have the
advantage of relieving themselves froni
the çaymont of their liabilities in full
under the law, they would industri-
ously endeavour to carry on their
business carefully and properly, and
overlook it closely, and would thus
succeed in honouring their obligations,
and paying their creditors in full.
What did they see occur throughout
the country, generally speaking? As
soon as a young morchant obtained a
certain degree of credit ho becamo
above his business; he was met in the
streots, well dressed, and with a good
carriage and horses ; he would say:
" Let us amuse ourselves, if business is
bad ; we will fail, pay 25e. on the dol-
lar, and commence over again."

Some lIoN. MEMBERS: Hear, hcar.

M. BOURZBEAU said that this
modo of proceeding had occurred in
the villago where he lived, generally
once or twico in the year; and the
same statement was true with regard
to the Province of Quebec generally.
Merchants failed or effected composi-
tions at 25c. or 30c. on the dollar, and
even at less rates. Theso stocks were
sometimes sold at very low prices and,
at auction, at 50 or 60 per cent.
below their value. buch stocks wore
brought from the city into the country
and so sold, and the honest mercbaiit
had to suffer from this state of thiiigs.
In view of these facts, he thought that
ho would be acting for the good of the
rmer-chants, who, in his county, weO
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endeavouring to honour their obliga-
tions, and of the farmers, in order to
protect them against fraudulent dealers,
in voting for the repeal of the Insol-
vent Law; and, in bo doing, be believed
he would be rendering a great and im-
portant service Io his constituents.

Ma. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
ho thought the promoters of this mea-
sure for the repeal of the Insolvency
Act should first show how the assets
of a large debtor could be distributed
at a less cost than under that Act.
The hon. member for Three Rivers
(Mr. MeDougall) had admitted that it
was impossible to distribute the assets
of a de btor under the provisions of the
Quebec law as economically as under
the Insolvency Law; therefore, it seem-
ed to him (Mr. Whito) that until they
wore able to suggest some equitable
provision for the distribution of the
assets of the debtor, which should be
less costly than under the Insolvency
Act, the law had better remain as it
stood. He did not think it could bo
successfully contended, for a moment,
that those who became embarrassed
and unable to pay their debts, would
be botter able to pay them if the In-
solvency Act was wiped from the
Statute-book. Until some suggestion
was made by which the debtor's estate
could be realised at less cost than at
present, he must vote against the re-
peal of the present law.

MR. DAVIES said he quite agreed
with the last speaker, and at the same
time considered that under the law, as
it at present stoodf, the realization of a
debtor's estate entailed too heavy an
expOnditure. In the Province that ho
came from (Prince Edward Island)the
law was carried out so strongly and so
efficiently that noither the debters nor
their lawyers could drive a coach and
four through it, anîd the creditors, as a
rule, had to resort to assignments.
They said, " If you put us in the bank-
ruptcy court you will be subject to an
expense of from twenty-five to thirty
Per cent; we offer you fifty cents in
the dollar ;" and very generally this
compromise was accepted. le thought
the law was very good as it stood at
present. Of course, in a new
Wountry, there must be a great

of credit, and, so long as

merchants gave credit, they must put
up with loss now and thon. He
believed it was the custom of mer-
chants to charge more for credit than
for cash purchases ; therefore, they had
some margin for bad debts. He re-
membered the time when an unfortu-
nate debtor was thrust into gaol, and
treated as a criminal; if ho did not
find bail, ho was kept in gaol, and,
even if ho did find bail, he was like a
ghost walking about, not daring to
venture beyond the limits of the town.
He thought the large increase of insol-
vencies was owing, in a large measure,
to the facilities for getting rid of debts.
These were much greater than they
used to be, and ho did not think the
repeal of this Act would lessen them,
because the same facihties would be
open to the trader who went into
business and subsequently found him-
self unable to pay 100e. to the dollar ;
ho could still resort to the pleasant
system of assignments, and so on. It
was alleged by the hon. membei for
Carleton (Mr. Rochester) that this
Act encouraged fraud. [t did not, as
far as ho could see, at ail increase
the assignments and compositions.
He knew that before they had the
Bankruptcy Act at ail in his Pro-
vince, these courses were often resorted
to by dishonest people, and, even more
so th-in under the present Act. He
thought, as had already been stated,
that it was inadvisable to repeal this
Act at the present time, when the
country was just recovering, as he
hoped, from great commercial de-
pression, and that it would be a very
unwise policy to do so at present,
whatever they inight do a year hence.
He doubted very much if they could
make any botter or more economical
distribution of the effects of the unfor-
tunate debtor, than was possible under
the present law.

MR. METHOT said ho had attentive-
ly listened to the discussion that had
taken place regarding the measure
which was at that moment before the
House, and ho had particularly re-
marked that in all the course of the
debate those who desired the abolition
of the Insolvent Law pretended that
it was of no use, and that it had only
brought demoralisation and ruin upon
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this country; while those who wished
to secure the continuance of the law
dared not affirm that it was a good
measure, and were forced to admit that
it was extremely injurious in its action,
and that up to the present time it had
not fulfilled the end for which it had
been devised. For his part, it con-
cerned him very little, whether the
law was good or bad. It was requisite
to see how it worked, and whether it
worked well. If the law was a good
one it should be left on the Statute
book, and if it was practicable, it
should be made use of; if it worked
badly it ought to be repealed. But
hon. members had asked that a respite
of a year should be again given it. It
was now thirteen or fourteen years
since it had been passed, and it had
been several times amended. Last
year, the law was so amended as to
improve it and make of it a perfect
law according to the pretension of its
advocates. Bankrupts were obliged
by these amendments to pay at least
fity cents in the dollar on what they
owed before they could obtain a dis-
charge. In consequence of these amend-
monts, bon. members had consented
to give the law a trial for another
year. The year had passed and no
good result had been obtained, and yet
the hon. gentleman who had just pre-
ceded him, had asked them to try it
for still another year, and had said
that they would endeavour to so amend
it as to make it unfavourable to bank-
rapts, efficacious in obliging bankrupts
to pay 75 or 100 cents in the dollar.
But if debtors were able to pay 20
shillings in the pound, there was no
necessity for their going into bank-
ruptcy, and no need for their obtaining
discharges under this Act when they
no longer owed anything. Why thon
did hon. gentlemen ask that the repeal
of a bad law should be delayed for an-
other year ? Hon. members from the
Province of Ontario pretended that
they did not have in their Province a
law which could replace the Insolvent
Act. If this were the case, the remedy
was easy; the Province of Quebec did
have such a law, and they were ready
to lend it to these hon. gentlemen, in
order that they might take a
copy Of it. If these bon. gentlemen
were not able to devise such an enact-

MR. MrÉTOT.

ment, let t.hem adopt that of the Pro-
vince of Quebec. In view of those con-
siderations ho, for his part, supported
with all his power the Bill introduced
by the hon. member for Richelieu.

Mr. COSTIGAN said ho never could
understand why the Act should extend
to only one section of the community,
and why one party doing business in
tbis country should legally pay from
five to twenty cents on the dollar for
his goods, while other parties had to
pay 100 cents. le believed it was
intended to relieve all persons unfor-
tunate in trade, no matter what their
occupation might be. le would cali
the attention of the Minister of Justice
to this fact. Before the present Govern-
ment came into power he drew the
attention of the Minister of Justice of
that time to the same fact; it might be
a trifling matter, but in his opinion it
deserved the attention of the Govern-
ment. There was a clause in the Act
which said that there should be at least
one assignee in each county in the
Dominion. In New Brunsw ick no such
assignee had been appointed. He tooi
the liberty of drawing the attention
of the hon. Minister of Justice to
this fact; ho made no comment, ho
merely said that as the law laid down
the principle that snch an officer should
be appointed in each county, One should
be appointed in New Brunswick.

Mi. MITCHELL said ho lad con-
sistently opposed for the last five years
every amendment to this Bill. IIe
believed the Bill had donc its work five
years ago and ought to have been
repealed, and that every amondment
made had been an amendment in a
wrong direction. The principle ground
of objection to the Bill, as it stood, was
that it favoured one class of the con-
munity to the disadvantage ofanother,
and that while the farners were re-
quired to pay one hundred cents to the
dollar, other persons to whom they
sold their goods got off with paying 25
or 30 cents. le believed that the Bill
had done its work, and that the longer
it remained the more bankruptey there
would bo. Under it the money was
squandered away and the real creditors
got little benefit from it. Last year
ho took the samo exception to it, as he
did now, and ho should vote in favour
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of the motion of the hon. member for
Richelieu. H1e believed the same sys-
tem should be adopted as once obtained
in New Brunswick, namely a periodical
Bankruptcy Law, a white-washing law
that would last for a couple of years
and then be repealed. They had not so
many bankruptcies in those days, and
they did not fnd the people suffering
so much. Then, everyone tried to pay
100 cents to the dollar, but now he was
told that scarcely anybody paid more
than 45 or 50 cents to the dollar, and
the whole average was 14 cents to the
dollar.

Ma. PL UMB said that he had been,
on one occasion, in favour of Insol-
vency Laws, and he thought such laws
were desirable to a commercial com-
m-nity; but a law so defective and so
harsh as the one under discussion
should not be left on the Statute-book.
He discovered that the alteration of
the law had been one which had done
no good to the community, and he now
felt he was reluctantly compelled, from
what he knew of the operations of the
law, to vote for the motion to repeal it.

Several HON. MEMBERS: Question.

MR. PLUMB said he believed he had
a right to speak on the subject, and le
should not be deterred by any small
noises from the other side. Hie knew
hon. gentlemen, who had sat on the
other side of the Uouse for four or five
years, who were not able to discuss any
question intelligently; and they made
a point of interrupting gentlemen who
rose, in the performance of their duty,
to make a few remarks upon a question
of great public importance, such as
this. Ie recognized, in the uncouth
sounds that were made to interrupt
him, the intelligence, the brains of
those gentlemen. These were their
only utterances and he had no doubt
that their constituents would appre-
ciate, at its true value, that sort ofeloquence. This, he considered, was an
inportant matter, and ho hold every
hon. gentleman who had found it
lecessary to change his vote, had
a right to Le heard in this House.
The Insolvent Law should be so framod
as to induce an honest trader to em-
brace it whenever ho found himself in
the position of an insolvent. It

should not be a law of terror,
but such an one as would induce
him to take advantage of it. Such a
law as that was one he should
be very glad to support in this House.
With these remarks, ho was compelled,
reluctantly compelled, to support the
measure brought in by the hon. mem-
ber for Richelieu. le might say, also,
that he was very much indebted to the
other side of the House for the extra-
ordinary courtesy they had shown
him, and we would endeavour to merit
that courtesy.

Amendment (Mr. Wood) agreed to,
on the following division:-

YEAS :

Messieurs

A ppleby, Huntington,
Archibald, Irving,
Bain, Jetté,
Bertram, Jones (South Leeds),
Biggar. Killam,
Blain, Kirk,
Blake, Kirkpatrick,
Borden, Laflamme,
Borron, Lajoie,
Bowell, Landerkin,
Bowman, Macdonald (Cornwall>
Boyer, Macdonald (Kingston)
Brouse, Macdonald (Centre
Buell, Toronto),
Burk, Macdougall (East
Burpee (St. John), Elgin),
Burpee (Sunbury), Maekenzie,
Carmichael, McCarthy,
Cartwright, McCraney,
Casey, McGregor,
Casgrain, McIntyre,
Charlton, Mctsaac,
Christie, McNab,
Church, Metealfe,
Coffin, Mills,
Davies, Norris.
Dawson, Paterson,
De St. Georges, Perry,
De Veber, Pickard,
Devlin, Platt,
Domville, Ray;
Dymond, Richard,
Ferris, Robillard,
Fleming, Robinson,
Flesher, Ross (East Durham),
Flynn, Rose (West Middlesex),
Forbes, Ryan,
Galbraith, Scatcherd,
Geoffrion, Scriver,
Gibbs (Ontario North), Shibley,
Gibbs (Ontario South), Short,
Gillies, Sinclair,
Gillmor, Skinner,
Goudge, Taschereau,
Greenway, Thompson (Haldimand
Gut hrie, Trow,
Haddow, Wallate (Albert),
Hagar, White (North Ren-
Higmnbotham, frew),
Holton, Wood,
Horton, Young.-99.
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Baby,
Barthe,
Bêchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Blanchet,
Bolduc,
Bourassa.
Bourbeau,
Brooks,
Bunster,
Campbell,
Caron.
Cheval,
Cimon,
C ostigan,
Coupal,
Cuthbert,
Daoust,
Delorme,
Desjardins,
Farrow,
Fiset,
Fraser,
Gibson,
Gill,
lurteau,
Langevin,
Lanthier,
Little,

Messieurs
McDonald (Jape

Breton),
McDougall (Three

Rivers),
McKay (Colchester)
Macmillan,
McCallum,
McQunade,
Malouin,
Masson,
Mêthot,
Mitchell,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Mousseau,
Ouimet,
Pinsonneault,
Plumb,
Pouliot,
Rochester,
Rouleau,
Roy,
Rymal,
Thompson (Cariboo),
Wallace (South Nor-

folk),
White (East Hast-

ings),
Wright (Pontiac).-55.

Ordered that the said Bill be read
this day six months.

House adjourned at
Half-past Twelve o'clock

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 28th March, 187S.

The Speaker took
o'clock.

the Chair at Three

PaAYERS.

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS ACTS CON-
SOLIDATION BILL.

(Mr. McCarthy.)

FIRST READING.

Ma. McCARTHY introduced a Bill
(No. 64) To make better provision for
the trial of controverted elections of
members of the House of Commons, by
amending and consolidating the Acts
now in force on that subject. H1e said
that controverted elections were now
tried, in the first instance, by a single
Judge of one of the Provinces where
the election might be in question.
From his decision, an appeal could be
taken to the Supreme Court, which
night be called upon to determine the

Ma. PLUMB.

validity or invalidity of the election
without having opportunity of see-
ing the witnesses who were examined
in the first instance. The appeal was
not merely on questions of law, but
also on all questions of matters of fact.
It was, no doubt, felt very unfortunate
that the tribunal, which might in the
end have to determine the validity of
the election, had no opportunity, nor
had the Judges of it an opportunity, of
seeing the deineanour of the witnesses
and judging of the weight that ought
to be attached to their testimony, hav-
ingno more than the bald statement of
the evidence as takea down at the trial
before them. He thought the House
would probably agree that this was
not a very proper or satisfactory way
of having these matters disposed of.
In England it had not been deemed
satisfactory that one Judge should
determine so important a mat-
ter as the question of the vali
dity of an election, and, perhaps
to hon gentlemen, the more important
question whether they were to be dis-
qualified or not by the verdict of a
single man. This matter was referred
in England to a Special Committee of
the flouse of Commons, which, after
taking evidence, resolved that this was
an unsatisfactory system, and that
in the future, so far as the recommenda.
tion of the Committee went, the trials
should take place before, at least, two
Judges. In Ontario, this recommen-
dation had been acted upon, and the
Legislature there had amended their
law by enacting that, for the future,
no person should be found guilty,
either as candidate or agent of cor-
rupt practices except upon the concur-
rence of two Judges. The difficulty
that arose bere was this: that if two
Judges were sitting and trying an
election petition, they might come,
upon important matters,to diametrical-
ly opposite conclusions,so that the result
of the attempted trial might, in that
case, prove abortive. ln the Ontario
Legislature they had a right in that
evont to appeal to the Court of Appeal,
and that the Judges of the Court of
Appeal should see the demeanour of the
witnesses, placing them, so far as was
possible, in the same position as the
two Judges who tried it, as to the cred-
ibility that ought to be attached to

Acts Consolidanon Bill.
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the witnesses whon the latter had ex-
amined. This was one of the courses
which suggested itself to him when
he thought of introducing this Bill;
but, to his mind, it was not a very
satisfactory one, because it involved,
in a great number of cases, the neces-
sity of appeal to the Supreme Court,
which was attended witl very
great expense and very consi erable
delay. He thought the House would
concur with him that, in the trial of
these election petitions, it was very
important that they should be disposed
of speedily; that gentlemen should
not sit in this House for a longer period
than was absolutely necessary, and, in
point of fact, that they should not sit
in the House at all after it was found
that they were not properly elected;

nd that those who were properly
elected should not be excluded from
the House longer than was absolutely
necessary; and if an appeal was re-
quired or became a necessity, owing
to the fact that the two Judges who
tried the case might not concur, the
result was that there must be a very
great delay, which, he thought, if pos-
sible, ought to be avoided. He, there-
fore, proposed in this Bill that the trial
should take place before three Judges,
and that one of these three should be
a Judge of the Supreme Court, and
that the other two should be Judges of
the Province in which the question as
to the election arose. This would not
lax the judicial strength of the Pro-
'vince more than Ontario was willing
to be taxed in this relation and in this
way, and a Judge of the Supreme
Court would be able to determine at
once and conclusively, so far as mat-
ters of fact were concerned, whether
the election was valid and proper or
'not. He quite agreed with what the
hion. member for South Bruce had said
-that it was important that they
should know exactly what, in all the
Provinces of the Dominion, the law
was that governed these questions, and
that there should not be one mode in
Ontario and another in Quebec, by
which Judgos might arrive at different
conclusions, so that, on matters of law,he would give to any party not satis-
tied with the decision in this regard,
by these three Judges, an appeal di-
iectly to the Suprome Court, but only

on matters of law. The result of the
anendments would be that, instead of
the trial taking place before on- Judge,
it would be had before three Judges
that, instead of there being appeal on
questions of fact, the decision of these
Judges, one of whom would be a Judge
of the Supreme Court, would be final
and conclusive and end the matter;
and that, in order to have orne mode of
law prevailing and one construction of
this law throughout the whole
of the Dominion, there should be an
appeal at the instance ot any of the
parties to the Supieme Court he-.
There were some otier matters of
detail in the Bill, One of them pro-
vided this: The law of evidence dif-
fered in the different Provinces. In
Quebec, as he understood it, the law of
evidence did not permit the respondent
to be a competent witness, either on
his own behalf, or to be called by the
other party, so that in the trial of an
election petition there, the mouth of
the respondent was closed. In that
Province, so far as the local elections
were concerned, they had introduced
the rules of evidence prevailing in
England, for the trial of these election
petitions. He proposed the same
thing in this Bill. Again, as the law
stood, if Parliament was dissolved
while an election petition was pending,
no matter at what stage it might bc,
or, if it had been determined upon by
the Judge below, and though it was
still only a matter of appeal, and
the questions had engaged the at-
tention of the different Judges to
the Supreme Court, nevertheless,
although the evidence had been taken,
and, although the parties inight still
be orily waiting for judgment, if the
Hlouse was dissolved, the petition
dropped, and the party who otherwise
might be coudeinned as having been
guitty of corrupt practices, and his
agents, escaped from the judgment
which his conduct had merited. He
did not propose to extend those pro-
visions to the Provinces of Manitoba
and British Columbia, but to the other
Provinces.

MR. HOLTON said that the hon. gen-
tleman must be quite aware that there
was no possibility of carrying this
Bill through this Session; and
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why, then, should they go to the
exponse of printing this Bil,
which was very voluminous. If the
hon. gentleman really desired to im-
prove the law in this regard, he ought
to havo introduced bis Bill six weeks
ago. He did not say that the existing
law was not susceptible of improve-
ment-for he thought it was; but, why
introduce the Bill now ? The hon. gentle-
man could have no reasonable hope of
advancing it, even another stage, at
the present period of the Session; and,
therefore, it seemed to him that this
*as simply an ambitious effort on the
part of the hon. gentleman to place
his legislative capacity before the
country in a way which could load to
no practical results. If the hon. gen-
tieman sougbt the improvement of
this law, he ought to have in-
troduced his measure earlier. There
might then have been a chance
of the measure passing through the
House; but no one of any experience
in the fHouse could fail to know that
there was no possibility of a measure
of this kind, in the hands of a private
nember, reaching any result whatever

during the present Session.

Sn JOHN A. MACDONALD
said because the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Holton) did not choose
to introduce Bills himself, though
he was quite able to criticize
other hon. gentlemen's Bills, yet was
not able to draw Bills himself, this was
no reason for making the attack on
the bon. member for Cardwell (Mr.
McCarthy). This attack on his hon.
friend was improper and unparliamen.
tary. The hon. member for Chateau-
guay said that his bon. friend wanted
to show his parliamentary ability, and,
therefore, introduced this Bill. He
thought that the bon. gentleman (Mr.
Holton) might remember that, after it
was known that by no possibility
could the Controverted Elections Act be
passed, which was introduced by the
hon. member for South Bruce in 1871
or 1872, still that Bill was introdnced,
and the bon. gentleman had a right
then to do so. The hon. member
actually said that this Bill should not
now be introduced for fear it would
cost too much for printing. Even if
the hon. gentleman had no idea of its

Ma. HOLTO.

becoming law at this Session, still it
was a matter to be incited rather than
checked, that hon. members who had
thoir own ideas upon great questions of
public policy or public practice or par-
liamentarypractice or the machinery
of Government or the administration
of legislation, should submit their
views in the shape of Bills and allow
the country to have them before it,
and to dwell upon and digest and con-
sider them ; and that the mere question
of the cost of printing sbould be brought
up by the hon. gentleman, was worthy
of hirn. A Bill introduced by the hon.
the Minister of Finance for the botter
auditing of the Public Aceounts was
read the first time on the 19th of
March, 1878, and the second reading
took place on the 20th of March, only
a few days ago.

MR. HOLTON: Of course, that will
be passed. It is in the hands of the
Government, which is a vory different
matter.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the Government had no
more possession of the House
than anybody else, and the moment
that this principle was given up, such
action would be found to be detrimen-
tal. It was true that the practice had
been to give it up too much, and to
hand everything over to the Govern-
ment of the day, instead of the more
wholesome rule being fol:owed, that
the Government should principally
deal with matters of administration,
leaving to the independent action of
the House, all matterm of general
legislation; and the more that this was
done, the better it would be for legis-
lation, the better for the permanence
of the Government, and the batter for
the beneficial action of the Govern-
ment. Every hon. gentleman stood in
the same position in tbia House as a
Minister; the Ministry of the day was
simply a Committee of both Houses of
Parliament to administer the eouitry's
affairs.

Ma. MILLS: Iear, hear.

SIR JOHN A. IMACDONALD said
that, in matters of legislation, every
member stood on the same footing,
and, instead of any hon. member beiug
checked in the manner which his bon-

Acts Consolidation Bil
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friend from Chateauguay had un-
guardedly checked his bon. friend
from Cardwell for introducing his Bill,
this kind of thing should be encour-
aged; every hon. member should be
encouraged to lay lis well-matured
views-as they must be so before they
could be reduced piactically into a
Bill-befor-e the House; and ihe more
they were encouraged to do so,
the better for the country; and,
instead of having Bills sprung upon
us in the third, fourth, fifth or
sixth week of the Session by
the Government, they could thon have
measures laid before the country at
each Session, considered for a whole
year, and afterwards brought up for
practical legislation and action ut the
nett Session.

Bill read thefirst time.

PUBLIC WORKS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
[B1LL No. 13.]

(Mr. Mackenzie.)

THRID READING.

Amendments reported from Com-
mittee of the Whole read thefirst and
second times and agreed to.

MR. MACKENZIE moved the third
reading of the Bill.

MR. MITCHELL said ho wished to
suggest an amendment that lie desired
to insert. He had stated lis views ut
some length in this regard when the
resolution was under consideration. le
desired that those who suffered dama-
ges by reason of the misconduct of the
Officiais on any public work, should
have the opportunity of going for
redress before the ordinary Courts of
the country. For bis part, he had no
confidence in the officers who had
been appointed to investigate these
laims in lis section of the country, in

the past ; and he was sure, from lis
experience, that he would not be likelyto have much more confidence in any
OffiCer who iight be se appointed by
the Geveriment in the future. feintended to propose that these damages
be not ascertained by Commissions, assulggested in this Bill; but that
Pesens sustaining such damages

dgo before the ordinary Courts
aw, wlere they would have
92

a fair and judicial tribunal to decide
whether their claims were just or not.
H1e moved :

" That the Bill be re-committed to the Com-
mittee of the Whole, with instructions that
they bave power to anend the said Bill, by
providing that parties suffering damages by
the neglect or misconduct in the management
of the Intercolonial Railway, or any of the
officers thereof, bhall have remedy for such
damages in the ordinary Courts of law."

He felt it due to the interests which
he represented, that ho should in-
form the House that the claims which,
from time to time, lie presented to the
Government, had not received that
amount of consideration to which they
were entitled. The remedy which the
Goverument had hitherto proposed,
was not one within the reach of the
poorer classes of the community, and
he felt it bis duty to endeavour to ob-
tain some other method of redress
which would be within the reach of all
in the different localities. Hie need
not again go over the cases whith lie
had brought under the notice of the
Government; but ho ventured to say
that, although they were perfectly just,
lie had never been able to obtain even
a fair investigation into them. He
was unable to lay his hand upon a lot-
ter which lie lad received from one of
his constituents-Mr. Thomas Flynn.
That porson had a field of four acres,
which was taken by the Government
for the purpose of bringing water to
the station at Newcastle. Pipes were
laid down through the field, which, of
course, was destroyed-or, ut all events,
rendered useless-and he had received
a most doleful letter, calling attention
to the fact that the Government had not,
since the time the damage was done,
given Flynn any compensation, or even
investigated into the circumstances of
the case. By the extension of the
same water-pipes, the fields of two
others-Mr. Quigley and Mr. Grimley
-similarly situated, though in a high
state of cultivation, were destroyed
also, and no redress was afforded them.
Thus a very considerable portion of
the means whereby several families
derived their su pport was taken away,
and not the slightest consideration was
given to their cases by the people in
charge of the Railway Department in
their locality. There were others, whose

Public WVoris
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land adjoined that of those person s, who
had complained to him under similar
circumstances. In fact, whenever re-
presentations of this kind were made
by injured persons, they were referred
to some subordinate railway official,
who would not take the trouble to
examine into the circumstances. He
must say, however, that, when the
Manager, Mr. Brydges, was applied to,
a reasonable answer was at least
vouchsafed; but no sort of reparation
could be obtained even from that quar-
ter. A still more flagrant case than
any ho had mentioned, was that of
Mr. William Jones and Brothers,
whose property was situated about a
mile from Newcastle, and consisted of
a grist mill and a saw mill. These
were situated on the stream from
which the water was taken to supply
the station at Newcastle; and the
fountain head of that stream was
actually dammed up and diverted from
its course for the purposes of the
Intercolonial Railway. The mills had,
in consequence, been rendered practi-
cally useless, and the property, which
was worth some thousands of dollars,
was thrown on the bands of the
owners. Now, that kind of thing had
been going on for two years, and yet
ho had not succeeded in obtaining for
such persons the slightest compeisa-
tion. The Bill of the hon. the First
Minister did not provide for any com-
pensation being made in a case where
the legal liability of the Government
was fnot established. He would only
sanction some payment being made on
the fact being established. What
he (Mr. Mitehell) desired by his pro-
position to combine in such cases the
question of the law with the question
of fact, and to obtain for the people
some public tribunal where they might
claim their rights, as in the case of a
dispute between private individuals.
Such a plan would obviate the noces-
sity of keeping up this constant demand
for justice, and relieve the representa-
tives of particular counties trom the
labour of constantly answering letters
received in relation to this matter. It
would render it impossible for the
Government tu say that hon. gentle-
men who supported claims presented
against the Administration were ob-
structing public business. Although

MR. MITCHELL.

some people might think this a trifling
matter, he considered it one of vital
importance to the people whom he
represented, and ho would be lax in
his duty if he did not, on an occasion
like this, endeavour to obtain some
tribunal or Ccurt, in various localities,
where claims could be presented at noc
great expense, where witnesses could
be in attendance without much trou-
ble, where the lands on which the
mishap occurred might be examined,
and where all might be satisfied that
tbey would obtain justice. What
remedy was proposed to meet the cases
of these people ? lie was told the
other night by the hon. the First Min-
ister that there was a remedy in the
Supreme Court of this country. We
all knew what that meant. Some of
the gentlemen sitting round him, who
had to go there in connection with
election matters, had been obliged to
pay from $5,000 to $10,000, and how
could these poor people, whose very
sources of maintenance, it might be.
had been destroyed, go to such a costly
tribunal? How could they be ex-
pected to corne to Ottawa-perhaps a
thousand miles from their homo and
run the risk of paying, at least, from
$800 to $1,000 ? The Bill was incapa-
ble of meeting the exigencies of the
case, because it did not enable people
to obtain redresa in some simple and
cheap form, such as was desired by
all. He was not going to dilate on
that matter, bocaise he bad already
done so at considerable length, thereby
bringingupon himselfodium and unpop-
ularity from the other side of the House.
He had rendered himself obnoxious,
no doubt, to hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, but that would not doter him
from taking every legitimate means in
his power to press the claims of those
persons whom ho imagined to have
been wronged. lie was taunted the
other day by an hon. gentleman on the
other side of the House, who said he did
not prostitute his position as a Minis-
ter to get claims settled. He (Mr.
Mitchell) did not think he was guilty
of such a thing. What he wishod to
obtain was justice. He might not
always be right like other hon. gentle-
men, neither was he always in order,
not knowing the rules of the HousO
so well, perhaps, as those who invari-

[COMMO.NS.] Act Amendment Bill.
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ably invoked them when he was press-
ing bis claims. But ho would take
thie justification for occupying the
time of the House so often on this
matter: that bis efforts had resulted in
one thing at least, they had resulted
in the introduction of the measure
which the hon. the First Minister had
laid before the House. At the same
time, ho (Mr. Mitchell), felt that the
hon. gentleman would give more satis.
faction and do that which would be
more conducive to a just settlement of
these claims if he would introduce the
suggestion now made-to give poor
people the ordinary remedies to be
had in the ordinary Courts of law in
the several counties against the Gov-
ernment, just the same as against pri-
vate individuals. He hoped the hon.
the Premier would take into considera-
tion the suggestions made, and consent
to the Bill going back again to the
Committee for the purpose of amending
it in the manner he (Mr. Mitchell) had
proposed.

MR. PALMER said ho had always
been in favour of the principle which
his hon. friend from Northumberland
had advocated, believing it to be one
of importance; consequently, ho did
not like to let this opportunity pa8s
without givi ng one or two reasons why
he thought the principle his hon. friend
contended for could ho carried out
effectivoly, to the great benofit of the
country. A law of this description
was enforced in New Brunswick almost
from the time the railway was con-
structed down to the time of Confeder-
ation, and a person could bring an
action against the Government, instead
of against the rail way employés. The
Governmont held back for a long time
and were unwilling to pass such a law
for exactly the same reasons as had
operated in that House-that persons
would turn out their cattle to be killed
for the purpose of making all kinds of
claims against the Government, who
would thereby lose a large amount of
roney. Weil, what was the result?
During the time that Act was
n force, the amount of maoney paid by

the Govenrnment in se ttlement of claims
was actually less than it had been pre-
viously. The roason was obvions. Be-fore that time, any person in New

92

Brunswick possessed of political in-
fluencewho pressed a claim was almost
certain to obtain what ho demanded,
while another person who possessed
no influence, received no consideration.
The Government couli scarcely help
themselves, but they were placed in a
position which 'caused a great deal of
scandal to come upon them. After-
wards, however, they could say to any
man, no matter whether he possessed in-
fluence or not, " We have looked ut your
claim and we have decided in point of
law that you have no grounds for ask-
ing compensation," or they could say,
"We have made provision that you
can, if you like, go to the ordinary
and cheapest tribunals and try the
matter there, but if so, you must give
us security for the costs." The result
was that, before a man undertook to
give security, ho took good care that
his claim was a right and just one;
consequently, there were few actions
entered. Hon. gentlemen had objected
to the proposition made, on the ground
that people might turn out their cattle
to be killed in order that they might
have a claim of some kind a.gainst the
Government. But surely it could not
be considered for a single instant that
because a man's cattle were killed,
ho must necessarily have a claim
against the Government. The rail-
way employés must first be proved in
Court to have been ut fault. He thought
the suggestion of his hon. friend from
Northumberland .would require to be
elaborated in some more distinct and
absolute scheme than in a more amend-
ment. That amendment, no doubt,
affirmed the true principle, but the
machinery was lacking. He held that
it was improper for the rights of the
people of Canada to be dependent on
the more will of any Government. In
the case of some claims which ho him-
self advocated, parties recovered in
cases where ho did not think there was
any likelibood of their doing so, while
others, whom ho believed to have clear
cases against the Government, reeived
no redress whatever. Thore ought,
therefore, to be a tribunal in which
there would be no more discretionary
powee exercised and in which nothing
but the pure truth would be admitted.
If such a tribunal could be obtained, ho
would support it. He was in favour of

-Public Works
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his hon. friend's amendiment, because
there did not seem to be any other
remedy. It was not right that the
power of making an investigation
should rest entirely with the Govern-
mient, because although il) the great ma-

jority of cases they would give their
consent to such investi'ation, in others
their refusai would occasion heart-
burnings, and that refusai itself would
be ascribed to political influences. Some
bon. gentlemen-and among these was
the hon member for Kingston-enter-
tained the fear that if these claims
were decided in the ordinary Courts,
damages would be given against the
'Government unnecessarily. But there
would be this check: The Government
were not always to blame for these
inishaps; generally they wore due to
the fault of employés, who were liable

to be dismissed. That, of course, was
a serious position for a servant to be
placed in, and that consideration some-
times had greater influence with a jury
than any other. "On thootherband,"
they would say, " here is this poor man
doing the best ho could; if we find
against him ho will be tuirned out of
his employment. But, on the other
hand, there is the claim made by this
person who seems to have suffered
loss." He had faith in the Judges ar.d
juries of this country that they would
act impartially in such cases as far as
they were guided by the facts before
them. He knew of no cheaper mode
by which small claims could be settled
than in the ordinary courts of law,
and larger claims could be dealt with
in the higher courts. Any one who
had had experience in connection with
these matters must know, that the sys-
tom of arbitration now in force was not
so cheap a method of procedure as the
settlement of claims in the ordinary
Courts.

Ma. MACKENZIE said ho had no
doubt a tolerably strong case might
,be made ont in favour of the proposal
which the hon. gentleman had sub-
initted. It would be utterly nuga-
tory to carry the amendment which ho
proposed because, as any lawyer would
tell him, there would require to be a
special Act for the purposo of provid-
ing a mode of procedure-something
like the Petition of Right Act. The

-Ma. PALMER.

advisability of adopting that method
might be considered, but it would be
useless t- add a provision such as that
proposed by the hon. gentleman to the
Bill. The Bill was not intended to
deal with the mode of procedure atall,
but simply to amend the Publie Works
Act so as to enable the arbi[rators
to employ stenographers to take notes.
It was suggested, however, by the bon.
member forCumberland (Mr. Tupper),
that something might be donc to facili-
tate the rapid termination of cases.
He (Mfr. Mackenzie) informed the hon.
gentleman that ho belioved they had
that power already, unde:- the amend-
ment of 1871, and, under these circum-
stances, the Bill passed its second
reading. lie gave that opinion hur-
riedly, not having had time ihe day
before to consult the Minister of Jus-
tice; but, on referring it to the hon.
Minister, ho considered the power was
somewhat doubtful, and this clause
was prepared in order to make the
power definite and conclusive. It
should, therefore, be accepted by hon.
gentlemen as a means of obtaining
evidence in such matters irrespective,
altogether, of the railway authorities.
The hon. gentleman must not assume,
as he had assumed, that the Govern-
ment was desirous of resisting claims
based upon accidents caused by rail-
way officials; the Government was as
anxious as any hon. gentleman could
possible be, to pay all just claims, but,
on the other band, they knew from
experience that there were a great
many unjust claims. They knew that
animals had been driven on the track
for the purpose of killing them; they
had evidence in their possession to
show that the greatest carelessness had
prevailed, that people, having land
abutting the line, had left their gates
open, under the impression that they
might safely do so, as it was a Govern-
ment lino, and it would be very diffi-
cult for the Government to resist pay-
ment. From the districts of Rimouski
and Temiscouata, there appeared to bO
a greater number of accidents, from
some cause or other, than anywhere
else, and the hon. members for those
places had interested themselves il
more claims that had been resisted,
than even the hon. member for Nor-
thumberland (Mr. Mitchell). H1e

Acet Amnendmýent Bill.(COMMONBS.]



[MARCH 28, 1878.] Act Amendnent Bill. 1461

nentioned this to show the strict
irnpartiality of the Government with
respect to those claims ; anything else
but strict impartiality would be mon-
strous, whether on the part of the
Inspector of Railways, the Minister of
Public Works, or the Government.
There could be no possible object, on the
part of the Government, but to guard
the public interests, and endeavour to
do justice to private interests as well.
He thought the Bill would accomplish
that object, and, therefore, it was quite
out of the question to accept the
amendment.

Ma. TUPPER said lie trusted his
friend the bon. member for Northum-
berland (Mr. Mitchell) would not press
his amendment. As a member of the
late Government, he (Mr. Tupper) re-
sisted such a proposal as that contained
in the amendment. and he saw no
reason to change that opinion now.
But, apart altogether from the ques-
tion as to whether it might be desir-
able to have an Act framed for the
purpose of enabling litigation to take
place in such cases, he was of opin-
ion-and would hold the opinion until
it was shown that the Act had failed
to accomplish its object-that the par-
ties would stand in a botter position
under the Act now proposed, than
under the proposal of his hou. friend
the nember for Northumberland. And,
for this -reason : the difficulty itself
arose in these matters, in regard te
large and important claims. The law
provided that, having submitted these
claims to the Board of Arbitrators,
and, having submitted evidence, full
and substantial justice should be done,
and, he had not heard it alleged,under
this Government, or any previous Gov-
ernment, that parties had failed to ob-
tain substantial justice if their claims
were of such a character as enabled
them to be submitted to the Arbitra-
tors. But they had also to consider
the small claims; and he was just as
anxious as his bon. friend the member
for Northumberland to provide the
means of doing complete and speedy
justice to the sufferers in those cases.
He was not surprised at the feelings of
bis hon. friend (Mr. Mitchell) because,
down to the present time, parties hav-
ig laims in regard to these small

matters, and, knowing that theso
claims were practically decided by per-
sons they held to be interested, had
felt deeply aggrieved, and, no doubt, a
great deal of dissatisfaction had arisen,
and, in many cases, not without just
cause. They must remember, how-
ever, that most of these cases were for
small amounts. le wished to ask his
bon. friend whether, if a poor man
consulted him as to an ox or a horse
he had had killed on the Intercolonial
Railway, he would advise the man to
have a proper investigation of his case,
not by persons connected with the
railway department, but by a gentle-
man entirely independent, a man of
standing and position, sent there by
the Government, without any cost to
himself, to obtain proper testimony for
and against the claim, and to lay a.
report before the Government which
would enable justice to be done? Would
he advise the man to take this course,
or to go to law? He believed his hon.
friend would say, " I should try the
milder measure first," becausea private-
individual, in small claims, went into
law in a very unfavourable position ;
and, his bon. friend from St. John,
in citing the New Brunswick Act
had brought forward an argument
fatal to his case, for under that Act the
first step was to give a guarantee for
costs. The man was poor, perhaps
living in an isolated district, with no
persons of means in his neighbourhood
to guarantee for him, and his opponent
in the Court was the Government of
the country. He (Mr. Tupper) hold
that such parties would be in a better
position to get speedy justice under
this Act than under an authority that
would allow them to go into litigation.
He supposed that his hon. friend the
member for St. John would not pro-
pose that a single magistrate, living in
the neighbourhood, should deal with
such cases. If the decision of the
magistrate went against the parties,
they would appeal against it, and if
the Government did not think it was.
a correct judgment, he presnmed they
would appeal against it, and the case
would be carried into another Court ;
and everyone knew that that meant
that the party making the claini
must have money for prosecuting
it, which in many cases they would
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not have. le hoped the hon. gentle-
man would accept the Bill offered by
the Government, regarding it as a
means of getting independent exami-
nations of the cases, and in which the
party making them could have no pos-
sible interest in doing anything but pre-
senting the facts to the Government as
they were. The interests of the Govern-
ment would always be in favour of
paying these claims if they were well
founded, rather than to leave them as
a source of complaint. He trusted his
hon. friend would consent to give this
Government measure a trial, and if it
did not succeed, some other means
might be taken to secure the object in
view. He must say that, taking into
consideration that the Government had
seven hundred miles of rail way-

MR. MACKENZIE: Nine hundred.

MR. TUPPER said that, having mine
hundred miles of railway in operation
at the present moment, and a great
many hundred miles more in course of
construction, he regarded this action
on the part of the Government as a
serious step; but if every individual
case was to be carried into a Court of
law, it would commence a system of
litigation which would not increase the
comfort of those on the Treasury
benches.

MR. POULIOT said that he must
state that the Bill would not be satis-
factory except with the addition pro.
posed. The people must have facilities
for bringing their cases before a Court
of law. He could mention several cases
where claims had been made, but
nothing bad been done by the Govern-
ment in the matter. In one case a
party made a claim, and the engineer
went to look at the place, but
nothing further was done. A
party in Quebec, through whose
property the line passed, had
given up a part of his land for the use
of the railway, and was now unable to
obtain payment for it. He contended
that the present meaisure did not meet
the difficulty, and that it would not be
satisfactory to his constituents.

MR. DOMVILLE said he had brought
several cases before the House
where darmages had been sustained
through accicents, but nothing had

Mlu. TUPrE.

been done by the Government with
regard to them. A man could not, how-
ever, always be running after the Gov-
ernment, and for this reason he support-
ed the measure. Ris constituents were
largely interested in this matter. Before
Confederation they bad three Commis-
sioners in Halifax. That worked very
well. Small claims might be allowed
to be brought in the Courts, but he had
no doubt that, if they did not go into the
Courts, they would be settled without
great expense. Another point was that
it took these matters out of the bands
of hon. members, who might unduly
press the Govern ment sometimes for a
settlement of the claims in which they
were interested. All an hon. member
had to do now, was to tell his constitu-
ents to go to the Courts or to the
Commissioners. Therefore, it would
give him pleasure to vote for the
motion.

MR. MITCHELL said that, strictly
speaking, he had no right to address
the House again on this question; but
he wished to answer the points that
had been raised by the Minister of
Publie Works and the hon. member
for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper.) The
Minister of Public Works had pointed
out that the present Public Works Act
gave the power of having this investi-
gation by the Commissioners. The
object of this Bill was to appoint a
shorthand writer; this would not ac-
complish anything, except give
facilities to the Commissioners
for taking the evidence, and be
did not see how it affected
the question. He (Mr. Mitchell)
pointed out the other day that the
Commissioners would not settle points
of law, and in all instances where
judicial questions arose they refused
to pay those claims. Then the bon.
member for Cumberland stated that
there would be no costs in these mat-
ters; but the Act said that, " the costs
of this action should be taxed and
charged as such." It was very clear
the costs would be enforced on these
poor people under the existing law,
and he did not perceive how this Bill
would affect it, because it only gave
power to appoint shorthand writers.

MR. MACKENZIE said he thought
that he had made himself suffleiently
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-explicit. What ho said was this :
that where the hon. member for Cum-
beiland (Mr. Tupper) raised the ques-
tion about sending some party, inde-
pendent of the railway authorities, to
made onquiries with regard to these
<:laims, ho (Mr. Mackenzie) informed
the hon. gentleman that, though it had
never been exercised, the Act of 1871,
amending the Public Works Act, would
enable them to do this. Subsequent
investigation by the Minister of Jus-
tice showed that the Act of 1871 would
not really do it in so effective a way
as would be desirable, and thiF clause
was thon prepared by the hon. Minister
,of Justice. in order to accomplish what
ho (Mr. Mackenzie) had stated, that
he bolioved the Act of 1871 would do,
which was to give power to send one
or more arbitrators over the line to
examine all cases where claims were
made for accidents of this kind. It
was entirely different to what was in-
tended in the Act brought down, but
being an amendment of the Public
Works Act, it was competent to be
inserted.

MR. MITCHELL: Then the exist-
ing Public Works Act does provide
for holding these investigations.

MR. MACKENZIE said that was
not the meaning of what ho had said;
it was not the meaning his words
would convey to anyone who paid atten-
tion to them, he felt sure. He did not
usually fait to make himself explicit
in his language. What ho had said
was that the Act of 1871 had been
stated by him to be, as ho thought,
sufficient to enable the Government to
send one of the arbitrators upon a mis.
Sion never undertaken before by them,
to hold an examination in the case of an
acident; but on the law officors of the
Crown looking at the Act more care-
ully, it was found that it imposed pre-

liminary conditions, which would
practically defeat the object. For in-
stance, in every case, the petition
would have to be sent to the Socretary
of State and have a report of the
Cuncil upon it, and obtain an Order
in Council before action could be takeni any one case. Therefore, this Bill
"as brought in to enable one of thearbitrators to be sent without those

p irehin.aries, the moment an accident

was reported, to examine into the facts
and report them to the Government.
Had the Act provided for this, there
would have been no need for those
amendments, because the Government
could have acted upon it; but, finding
it was insufficient for this purpose, the
Government introduced this Bill to
remedy it.

MR. MITCHELL said the effect of
this Bill was thon simply to avoid the
necessity of this report to the Council
and the Order in Council or authoriza-
tion andtogo on with the examination,
as under the existing Act, and that the
Minister, or his agent, might order
this examination on his own motion.
That remedy did not apply to the real
difficulty which ho had pointed out.
The objection ho had taken was that
any offioial of the Government should
settle whether parties were entitled to
their claims or not.

Ma. MACKENZIE : A Judge is an
official of the Government.

MR. MITCHELL : A Judge was
independent of the Government. Any
person who depended on the will of
the Government for office was not
a fit and proper party to settle
and adjudge claims between the Crown
and the subject. The hon. member
for Cumberland might be right, and
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
might ho right, though on opposite sides
of the House, the one on the
Treasury benehes, and the other
expecting to get there very shortly.
They were right in their arguments
from thoir stand point ; no doubt they
wisbed to avoid occasioning the Gov-
ernment any trouble, and to give it
control, as much as possible, in these
matters. But the people had a right
to go to an independent Court to have
their claims adjudged. With refer-
once to the question of costs, the hon.
momber for Cumberland had stated
that security for costs boing required,
would practically be a barrier to the
poor man against bringing his case
before the Court. It would be one of
the groatest securities to the Govern-
ment possible. No man would give
security unless ho felt his claim was
right and just. It would provent
dozens of cases trom coming into con-
sideration or being brought up at all,
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while, in cases where the clainis would
be rejected, the Treasury would not
suffer any loss by the trials asked for,
the costs having been secured. le
saw no impropriety in hisamendment,
and as to the point that it would not
give what it contemplated, he was not
tied to the form of that resolution, but
had merely made it for the purpose of
bringing it under the notice of Parlia-
ment and of the Government, in the
hope, which he feared was a vain one,
that it would be taken into considera-
tion, and so amended that, it would
cover the ground contemplated in it.
He was satisfied that if this Bill passed
in its present shape, without any other
remedy than it contained, the sufferers
would be just as far from justice as
they ever were. While he knew it
was useless to press on the considera-
tion of the Government anything they
did not like to adopt, he deemed it his
dnty to his constituents that he should
put on record what lie desired
to have done, and, ho believed,
a very large minority sup-
ported bis opinions ]Re did not
want to divide the House on his reso-
lution, and if the hon. the Premier
would say that the Goverument would
take into consideration the propriety
of preparing such a measure, he would
withdraw bis motion; otherwise, he
must insist on a division being taken.

Ma. MACKENZIE said, with regard
to the question of costs, ho had
already mentioned that there was no
instance in which costs were paid to the
Arbitrators. There were, really, no
costs to be paid. The Government
paid a salary of $ 1,000 per year to such
Arbitrator, and travelling expenses,
and they usually had a large number
of cases in each locality.

Amendment negatived on a Division.
Bill read the third tine and passed.

MANITOBA LAND CLAIMS BILL.-
[BILL No. 46.]

(Mr. Mills.)

TmIRD READING.

Amendments reported from Com-
mittee of the Whole, read the first and
secomd times and agreed to.

Bill read the third time and passed.
MR. MITCHELL.

POST-OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
[BILL No. 17.]

(.Jr. HJuntington.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

liouse resolved itself into Committeer
of the Whole on said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

MR. HUNTINGTON said that the-
general instructions to postmasters
were, under no circumstances, to open
letters. The Bill did not attempt, in
any way, to change those instruc-
tions. There was no intention to
weaken that regulation in any possible
way. The section to be amended
placed it within the power of the Post-
master-General to prohibit and prevent
the transmission of certain mail matter
recognised as objectionable. So far as
the Post-Office Department was con-
cerned, there had been no instance,,
under this clause, in which letteis had
been opened, nor was there any inten-
tion to open letters, nor any expect-
ation that the opening of them would
be necessary. Of course, as the right
hon. member for Kingston Lad stated
the other night, letters stopped in their
immediate course would naturally go
to the dead-letter office to be dealt with
according to the provisions of the Post-
Office Act. In a case like the one
which occurred lately in New Bruns-
wick, and to which he had referred the
other night, where something like a
quarter of a million of letters were
transmitted, the volume of this corres-
pondence would suggest to the Depart-
ment the nature of the trade going on,
and, in most cases, the superscription
would give indication of the character
of the correspondence. In point of
fact, there was no doubt that the exist-
ence of the powerl had been sufficient
to prevent improper mail matter going
into the mails. There was no intention
or expectation that there would be
anything like the opening of letters as
the result of the provisions of this Bill,
but the Postmaster-General might, un-
der circumstances sufficiently grave,
have power to deal in some way as
regarded the transmission of mail
matter, as to make it embarrassing to
those who sought to make the mail
subservient to improper purposes, and
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nothing more. The want of attempts
to transmit this prohibited matter had
been so apparent, that there had been
no need of any regulations. If this
auLhority were given, the same expcri-
ence would be found with reference to
the provisions of the present Bill.

Mi, TUPPER said the explanations
ofthe hon. the Postmaster-General did
not ut all reassure him on the subject.
The hon. the Postmaster-General had
stated that it was not contemplated,
under this Bill, that any official of the
Post-Office Department should have
authority to open a letter. So far
that was very satisfactory. But he
went on to say that the power rested
in the Post-Office Department of dealing
with a letter, otherwise than sending it
to the person to whom it was addressed,
existed only in transmitting it to the
dead-letter office. That was a very
serious power indeed.

MR. HUNTINGTON: That power
exists already.

MR. TUPPER: That existed now,
it 'was true, but it was proposed to
extend it very much. No official in
the Department, he assumed, could
transmit a letter, properly stamped, to
the dead-letter office. It was proposed
to make a most serious and extensive
change in the law and practice of the
Department; because, if it was not
intended to allow officiais ail ovor this
wide Dominion, instead of sending
letters to those to whom they were
addressed, to intercept them, and
transmit them to the dead-letter office,
the law was a dead letter itself.

MR. HIUNTINGTON said lie thought
his hon. friend bas lost sight of a state.
ment ho bad made, which was impor-
tant. Ho had said the Post-Office
authorities would never think of per-
nitting postmasters to exercise any
jarisdiction in this respect. But, when
it became apparent, as in the case at
New Brunswick, that a great fraiud
was beimg perpetrated, the Postmraster-
General interfered.

.R. TUPPER said ho was just
comimg to that. Surely, this was in-
tended to extend the power and changethe law ut present, under which every
Post-offie0 Official was bound to deliverCvery letter properly stamped.

MR. HIUNTINGTON : There are
prohibitions in the law; we are only
adding one item.

-N. TUPPER said,under the power
conferred in this Bill, the effect would
be that the ofilcial, instead of delivering
the package of letters to the party en-
titled to receive it, would be obliged to
transmit it to the dead-letter office.
What was done with ail the letters the
moment they reached the dead-letter
office ? They were opened. Sup-
pose the Government, for any
reason of their own, had letters
sent to the dead-letter office, and the
official in charge had marked on them
the authority of the Post-Office De-
partment that they should go to the
person to whom they were sent, in-
credible mischief might, in the mean-
time, have occurred. How could the
hon. the Postmaster-General know
they were a swindle ? Who was to sit
in judgmeLt in ail these cases ? Not
the Postmaster-General, with ail his
intelligence and his knowledge and
information, but a host, a vast multi-
tude of very indifferently-informed
persons ail over this country. Those
postmasters were very respectable
men, well qualified to carry out the
plain instructions that, when a letter
came to their hands, it should be sent
forward, but who were very poorly
qualified, in point of knowledge on
this subject, to undertake to sit in
judgment on the communications
which came to their hands, and to
decide whether they should go forward
to the persons to whom they were
addressed, or to intercept any com-
munication and send it back. He did
not say the Government would know-
ingly, for a single moment, permit any
official in their service to act impro-
perly, or do anything not absolutely
necessary to carry out this law.

Ma. HUNTINGTON asked if the,
bon. gentleman would allowi him to
ask one question. The amendment
they were discussing was an amend-
ment to fourth sub-section, which he
would read:

" Make regulations declaring what shall
and what shall not be deened to be mailable
matter for the purpose of this Act, and for
restricting, within reasonable limits, the
weight and dimensions of letters and packets
and other niatters sent by post, and for pro-
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hibiting and preventing the sending of ex-
plosive, dangerous, contraband or improper
.articles, obscene or immoral publications, or
obscene or immoral posteards."
In what respect did the principle
which underlay the amendment at al]
deviate from the clauses which existed
in the law ?

MR. TUPPER : If it is not pro-
posed to alter this law there is no
mecessity for the amendment.

Mn. HUNTINGTON: It is a devia.
tion as to an additional item, but
not as to the principle of the existing
law.

MR. TUPPER said be thought it
extended the principle very mach, and
would be very much misconceived. It
-was intended to violate the secrecy of
'correspondenee, or it was not. The
hon. gentleman knew that, as the law
now stood, obscene publications and a
certain class of newspapers, whose
character was very easily ascertained,
as they were not enclosed like letters,
were prohibited. All the official had
to do was to cast his eye on those
papers to obtain primd facie evidence
that they came under the prohibition of
the law, and the hon. the Postmaster-
'General could give instructions relat-
ing to them. But the violation of the
secrecy of correspondence was one of
the most vital things that could be
proposed in any Act. lie would
again state that this was a most
inopportune time to present the
Bill. Would any hon. gentleman who
expected to present hbmself again be-
fore his constituency for election to
this louse, be willing to have the Bill
passed, just on the eve of a general
-election, a Bill which would enable
any postmaster, among t he thousands
of persons discharging that duty,
to intercept any package of
letters, perhaps thirty or forty
letters or circulars of a party
,character, sent for politi<al purposes.
There was a time when hon. gentle-
men tpposite held that coalitions
were immoral. They,on the Opposition
side of the House, did not hold that
doctrine; and, therefore, if they sent
ont documents to show that it was
proper to have coalitions, the hon. the

'ostmaster-General might say they
carne under the clause as to immoral

Mi. IHUNTINGTON.

publications because they propounded
immoral doctrines. As a member of
the House and member of one of the
great political parties, he was unwill-
ing, at this time, that there should be
placed in the hands of any of the
thousand post-office officials in this
country, among whom were many
very officious people, and many who
were anxious to promote the inte-
rests of their party, the power of
opening letters under the pretext
that they came witbin the scope of the
law, or of sending them to the dead-
letter office at Ottawa to be opened,
and then sent back to be marked as not
having been properly intercepted, and
then sent forward. Most valuable time
would have been lost-time that might
be fatal to a candidate running his
election for a seat in Parliament. There
was great objection to extending the
powers the Post-Office authorities now
possessed, and still greater objection to
doing that at the present time. He had
entertained the hope that the same
reasons that induced the hon. gentle-
man's predecessor in the Post-Office
Department, when he introduced the
Post-Office Act, to yield the legislation
he had in contemplation, would have
induced the hon. the Postmaster.Gen-
eral to have omitted that proposal on a
mere suggestion being made.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not entertain such grave appre-
hensions as did the hon. member for
Cumberland, in regard to the opening
of letters. He was used to that.

MR. HUNTINGTON said it was the
opinion of the officers of his Department
that the power already possessed by
the Department had been of great use,
without exercising any authority, in
preventing the distribution of immoral
publications which threatened to flood
the country. The first intimation the
Department had was that 250,000 let-
ters, or a postage of $8,000, was paid
in a few months at a little country
offico, and it was thoiught proper the
Department should have the power to
stop the circulation, through the post,
of such improper publications. They
had been able to stop their circulation
in a harmlesis way without opening anY
letters, by being able to advise the pro-
moters of such literature that the
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Department had the power to stop the
transmission.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
lie desired to know whether letters had
been opened, and whether, as a matter
of fact, the pow or given in the Act had
been exercised ?

MR. IUNTINGTON said he did not
know of any instance of a letter having
been stopped ; but, no doubt, there had
been some exorcise of the power as
regarded immoral publications.

MR. MACDONNELL said that great
caution should be exercised in extend-
ing the powers of postmasters, for
experience showed there were some
very curions officials among them.
There was a case from the county
which he represented now before the
hon. the Postmaster-General, involving
the opening of a letter deliberately
by the postmaster, his only excuse
or apology for doing so being that he
possessed such authority. As regarded
packages or printed matter, which did
not contain private information, it was
of little importance whether such
power was taken; but it would be
found very inconvenient to give to any
postmaster the power to deliberately
open, on his own suggestion, all letters
coming to his office. He had no objec-
tion to extending the powers asked to
the Postmaster-General and those
under him to all mail matter, except
letters. He considered it was his duty,
from what he knew by experience of
the character of some of the post-
masters, to oppose that part of the Bill.

MR. BROUSE said he did not per-
ceive that the Bill proposed that the
Postmaster-General should bave the
POwer of opening letters. He (Mr.
Brouse) knew, from his residence in a
town lying near the boundary lino
between the United States and Canada,
that a very large quantity of im-
moral publications was transmitted
through the mail, and that no Act
of the late Government was more satis-
factory to the country than that w hich
gave postmasters the power to stop
such niatter from going forward to its
destination, but transmitting it to the
bepartment at Ottawa. Large packagesof that naturo had been sent to the dead-
letter offiec which, if sent through the

country, would have had a most im-
moral tendency. The United States
had passed a law to prevent lotteries
and the large circulation of literature
which had taken place with a view to
deplete the pockets of innocent dupes.
That law had driven those parties ont
of the United States, and they had
made Canada the basis of their operr-
tions. At St. Stephen's, in New
Brunswick, that business had been
carried on to an alarming extent, and
notification had been given that the
parties intended to carry on the same
operations at St. Thomas, Ontario.
At St. Stephen's, from $35,000 to
to $40,000 was received in reply to
communications sent respecting lot-
tories. If the Government could reach
those persons and prevent the Canadian
people being swindled, it was their
duty to adopt such a course. He
regretted that some of the newspapers
inserted notices and advertisements of
a nature such as to injure the morality
of the people, and he would be glad if
a law were passed that would reach
such cases. He was gratified that the
hon. the Postmaster-General had
adopted measures to suppress the
lotteries in this country. The present
Bill did not give postmasters additional
powers, but gave to the Post-Office
Department additional means to secure
the desired object,

MR. HUNTINGTON said it was
entirely a misapprehension on the
part of hon. membors to sup-
pose that any power was taken
in the Bill to allow country post-
masters to open letters, and that
it incroased the powers of postmasters
as to the treatment of contraband mail
matter. They proposed simply to
deal with the law which existed, and
had existed for many years on the
Statute-book, by which the Postmaster-
General had power to prevent or regu-
late the transmission of certain mait
matter. Country postmasters could
not, under any circumstances, open the
letters of the right hon. member for
Kingston to ascertain where he would
speak on a certain night. The Post-
master-General could have no power
over letters which the law did not give
him. The Post-Office Department could
issue regulations with (he view ofgiving
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country postmasters the power. The
law had been in existence some years,
and the only changes the Government
proposed to make was to add to the
list of contraband mail matter, com-
munications respecting lotteries. If
they were commencing ab initio, and
discussing new principles, he could
quite understand the objections, which
he also respected now ; but they were
changing the law in no respect, but
simply adding to prohibitxd matter
letters from promoters of lotteries. The
Government had changed no principle
in the present Act, and had added no
power except the simple one to which
he had referred.

MR. PALMER: Does the present
Act allow the opening of letters ?

Ma. HUNTINGTON: It does, un-
doubtedly, through the dead-letter
office, and that only.

MR. PALMER: By this law, you
will have the right to open letters ?

MR. HUNTINGTON: No.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. the Minister had very truly
said that the Bill did not extend its
operations beyond the Post-Office Act,
1875. It extended, however, the objects
to be prohibited. It would not give
additional power to the hon.
the Postmaster-General, but it en-
larged the area of subjects over
which he could act The Post-
Office Act of 1875 did not give the
Postmaster-Genoral the power to open
letters or to stop letters or papers as an
act of administration, whether im-
moral, obscene or irreligious. All he
could do was to pass certain regula-
tions prohibiting the passage through
the mails of obscene, irreligious, etc.
matter, and that power was conferred
by sub-section 4 of clause 10. AI-
though the hon. gentleman had pos-
sessed that power since 1875, there had
not been any regulation passed. The
Postmaster-General had taken no
action whatever, although the Act was
passed for the very proper purpose of
suppressing the circulation by
mail of that literature, and if
any letters or papers had been
stopped or delayed, it had been an im-
proper interforence by the country

Ma. H1UNTINGTON.

postmasters or the hon. the Postnaster-
General or Inspector because no regula-
tion had been passed by the Depart-
ment with respect to that clause. AI-
though the hon. gentleman at,the head
ot the Post-Office Department admit-
ted that this had been a great evil, yet
he had not put in force any regulations
or taken any legal steps to prevent
immoral and improper books being
circulated; uevertheless the hon. gen-
tleman thought it was necessary to
extend the area of his powers. Surely,if
the Act existed, the first thing to be
done was to pass regulations for the
purpose of preventing the circulation
of that literature. The hon. the Post-
master-General, however, declared that
the very fact of such a provision being
on the Statute-book had bad thé
effect of stopping the business.
A Statute was not passed as a brutumi
fulmen and a mere threat. When it
was passed, and when they enacted
clauses like this, they were to be car-
ried out; and, if they were merely to
put on the Statute-book a clause which
was not to be placed in operation, but
to be held as a wand over the publie,
this would be an abuse of the whole
principle of legislation. Legislation
must be carried into action, if made at
all. Besides this principle, they ob-
jected, the other day, to a portion of
this measure. When ho asked the
hon. the Postmaster-General, during
the discussion of this Bill the other
day, the question,the hon. gentleman ac-
tually did not know whether any regu-
lations had been passed under this
clause of the Act of 1875, but rather
thought it was the case, and promised
to bring them down on the next dis-
cussion of the Bill. It appeared that
this clause had been absolutely a dead
letter on the Statute-book; it was
never put in force; it had never been
acted upon; it had never been used
from 187à to 1878, and yet, such were
the groat evils suffered during all these
years, when it had been utterly
neglected, from 1875 to 1878, that the
hon. gentleman wanted additional
powers; and, ho dared say, that duri ig
the past three years, the hon. gentle-
men knîew of no regulations having
been passod requiring extended powers,
any more than were required the
powers sought for in this clause.

(COM).MONS.] Amnendmenit Bill.



Anendment Bill. 1469

MR. HIlUNTINGTON : To remove
misapprehension, I mry mention that
there are no general regulations ; but
there have been regulations to meet
specific cases, if there were any speci-
tic cases to deal with. I stated that in
imy opening remarks.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that this was exactly what this clause
-would lead to. The hon. gentleman
had no right to make a distinct order
for a distinct case. The Statute was
for the purpose of passing general
regulations, which were, generally,
suppo>ed to be included in the clause.

MR. HUNTINGTON: That is the
rule, we believe.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he had no doubt that, as a matter of
law, this clause did not give the hon.
gentleman power to say: "I shall pass
a regulation, and I shah open this let-
ter. Here is a letter which I suspect
to be immoral or obscene; it may be
in favour of a lottery; and I will make
a regulation that I sball open this lot-
ter." This was not what the Statute
meant. The hon. gentleman must
make general regulations, and these
regulations should be carried out. As
regarded the additional clause, he
thought that it was too vague,
as ho had pointed out to the
hon. gentleman, who seemed to think
that this was the case. This added to
the power of the Act of 1875, by pro
vidIng for a prohibition to prevent the
iscnding and delivery by post of letters,
circulars, or other matter concerning
illegal lotteries. This language ad-
initted, to a certain extent, that there
were legal lotteries. It also mon-
tioned " so-called gift concerts." On
this point there might be a great deal
of difference of opinion ; gift concer ts
rnight be fraudulent in their character
or quite innocent. The Prese of the
<country offered to make a gift of a
book, or watch, or chain, or chromo,or a number of things of that kind to
a number of persons clubbing together
to subseribe to their papers. He did
not think that the action of those who
subscribed a certain sum to hearnusic, and so much to get a chromo of
the leading singer at a concertcame under this clause; and ho didn-ot beliOvO that these should be

excepted. The clause con tinued,
"nor illegal lotteries." Of course, if
illegal, they were illegal; and, if there
were legal lotteries-if there was such
a thing, and he believed that there
were such things in Lower Canada,
specially protected by law-these were
excepted. The clause continued, " so-
called gift concerts, or other illegal
enterprises of a like character." Who
was to judge of the I like character ?"
There was no similarity between any
legal lottery and a gift concert. His
lion. friend (Mr. Tupper) said this was
worded so that it meant everything.
Enterprises of what character ? Of
the character of a lottery or a gift
concert? What did this nean ? The
clause went on, "offering prizes-"
Why should they not offer prizes?
"Or concerning schemes devised or
intended to deceive or defraud the
public." Who were to judge of this ?
Was the hon. the Postmaster General
to decide whether a scheme, which
might be honest or benevolent and,
perhaps, for the purpose of building a
church, or for any charitable purpose,
was fraudulent, or a sham, or a hum-
bug? And, therefore, this was not a
subject to be taken by the neck,
throttled and put down. They were,
in this clause, handing themselves over,
body and bones, with all theirliberties
and franchises, to the hon. the Post-
master-General. It was said a long
time ago, when the Excise laws were
passed in England with sevore and
stringent rules, according to which the
Excise officers were permitted to enter
breweries and distilleries, and to
have most inquisitorial power,-
that they granted to the dipping
rule what they denied to the
sceptre, and that the power which
they would not give to the Crown,
tbey gave to the Excise officer and
gauge-nian. Here they were actually
giving to the hon. the Postmaster-
General or his subordinates or whoever
ho appointed to carry out the regula-
tions, the power to stop letters be-
cause they concerned gift concerts or
lotteries or illegal enterprises of some
kind or other, and because they offered

prizes or concerned schemes devised or
mntended to defraud the publie for
the purpose of obtaining money under
false pretences. The question as to
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obtaining money under false pretences
was one that could only be decided
before a jury; no mai, no one man
had, or ought to have, the right in a
free country to say that a person was
acting under false pretences. If this
were allowed, this would no longer be
a free country. '1 he clause continued:
" Whether such letters, circulars or
other mail-matter be addressed to or
received by mail from places within or
without the Dominion of Canada."
Looking at the fact that, for three and
almost four years, the PostOffice
Department had had the power to
make regulations on cognate subjects
of this kind, that it had altogether
neglected to make regulations of any
kind and that they were now without
protection against the circulation of
such illegal matter, under tl e Act of
1875; it was too much to be called
upon to pass a general clause of this
kind at this time. This was calling
upon them to surrender too much of
the sanctity of the Post-Office and the
security which every man felt in
this country and in England -
and which was perhaps felt in
no other country save England and her
colonies-the sanctity of the letter
which had always been protected by
our laws. This provision would go very
far indeed to infringe upon it, to create
a suspicion which was disastrous to the
interests of the post-office, disastrous
to communication between the differ-
ent parts of the country, and a direct
infringement, in his opinion, upon the
liberties of the people.

ME. BLAKE said that, if he was
rightly informed, the clause which it
was proposed to amend was not for
the first time inserted in the Act of
1875; it existed in the previons Act.
lie was sure that some provision of the
kind mnst have existed oecause his hon.
friend from Grenvillo (Mr. Brouse),
had a moment ago stated that
several years since-about eight years
ago, bushels of immoral and obseene
publications were,owing to instructions
or regulations of some description, sent
from the post-office at the town in
which the hon. gentleman resided to
the Post-Office Department. He pre-
sumed that his hon. friend the Post-
master-General-if he was correctly

SIR JOHS A. MACDONALD.

informed-owing to the fact that such
a regulation had existed before 1875,
had not made any new regulations or
instructions on the subject; and some
regulations there must have been, or
otherwise, what his hon. friend from
Grenville said did in fact take place
eight years ago, could not possibly
have taken place.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
Postmaster-General said that he would
bring down any such regulations to-
day.

Ma. BLAKE said he did not
know about this, but they had the
fact mentioned before them, and it was
indisputable testimony. Ris hon.
friend personally knew that, at the
post-office in question, there were,
under instructions from the Post-Office
Department, or under regulations or
an order, large numbers of obscene
and immoral publications stopped and
transmitted to the Postmaster-General;
therefore, whether the hon. the Post-
master-General was able to find the
regulations or not, such must have
existed. The argument of the right
hon. member for Kingston, that the
clause was a dead letter, was, there-
fore, answered, and answered by facts.
It had turned out that this clause had
been operated, and he was sure that
many hon. members would recollect,
with himself, that, within the last two
or three years, some excitement was
created in the daily Press of the coun-
try respecting the allegation that the
old practice, which had been repressed,
as was alleged, for some years, of
transmitting immoral and obscene
publications into this country, had

n revived, and an attack was made
on the present Government, on the
ground that it had been remiss in the
exercise of the powers with which it
was entrusted, to prevent the recul-
ronce of this abuse. The discussion
went on, and it was said fresh orders
were given. Ail this appeared in the
public prints within the last two O"
three years. le concurred in the
view taken by the hon. the
Postmaster - General that nothing"
in the law, or in the law
which it was proposed to amend, would
give any local postmaster, or to an1y
but the central authority, the power J
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opening a letter. There was, as far as
he could see, in the Post-Office Act,
power to open a letter.

S, JOHN A. MACDONALD: At
the Dead Letter Office.

MR. BLAKE: Yes; and there was
one power besides, which related to the
case where letters were supposed to
contain dutiable goods. The Post-
master-General was then authorized to
instruct the postmasters to open them
in the presence of the party concerned,
under certain specific regulations made
for that specific purpose. With this
exception, the only power under which
a letter could be opened was, when
letters prevented from being delivered
were sent to the dead-letter office,
where regulations might be made for
the opening oi them, but nowhere
else, and they were returned. This,
of course, only mitigated, it did not
destroy, the objection; but it mitigated
it enormously, and it entrusted, under
the most precise regulations, ho appre-
hended, such discretionary power as it
was now proposed to entrust to the
postmasters throughout the country.
It mitigated, therefore, very much,
and removed a cause of objection, which
would be a very serious matter, if it
existed ; but it left the question which
the hon. member for Kingston had
brought forward in a mitigated shape:
namely, first of all, the power that
was given with reference to letters,
and, secondly, that, under the operation
of the law, these letters might after-
wards be opened and re-transmitted to
the senders.

Siu JOHN A. MACDONALD: It
is quite true that, under the clause
which has operated, the letters are re-
turned to the dead-ietter office before
they can be opened; but the Post-
master-General cannot make distinct
regulations for the stopping and the
sending on of papers, without reference
to their being opened, and without
their being returned to the dead-letter
office.

Ma. BLAKE said it was now pro-
posed that the Postmaster-General
might mnake regulations for preventing
the sending of these letters. Then
they lay in the office, and letters whichlay il the office undelivered, for any

cause, under the operation of the
dead-letter clause, the 38th, were sent
to the central office; and, there, under
regulations which the Postmaster-
General might make, they could be
transmitted by the postmaster to the
Post-Office Department, to be opened
there, etc. So that it was perfectly
plain that, under the operation of this
clause, these letters, which were trans-
mitted by the postmaster to the cen-
tral office, and this was all that he
could do-would be, under regulation s
to be made by the Postmaster-General.
there opened and returned.

Ma. BOWELL: Does not that apply
to letters already sent to their desti-
nation ?

Mit. BLAKE said that the clause
related to :

" Letters or other articles which from any
cause remained undelivered in any postoffice,
or which having been posted cannot be for-
warded by post."
He presumed that this would not
be made operative until a regulation
was proposed to prevent a letter
being forwarded by post. It came
to the post-office and could not be
forwarded.

MR. BOWELL: The - postmaster
must be the judge of wbat it is pro-
per or improper to send.

MR. BLAKE: Subject to the re-
gulations. The postmaster's discretion
was limited by the regulations of the
Postmaster-General; subject to that
discretion ho could stop and must
transmit certain letters to Ottawa;
this was the routine that would be
pursued. The Act which the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston said was novel in
1875, or, rather wide, was, in fact,
passed in 1867 ; and this was not the
first of it, for it was passed in 1859.
It was a more repetition of an Act which
had been on the Statute-book for
many years, and he dared say that the
difficulty which the Postmaster Gen-
oral had experienced in finding the
regulations, had been simply due to
the fact that they were old. lie sup-
posed that they were of many years'
standing, applied from time to time as
occasion arose; and if there had been
a very great neglect on the part of the
Postnasters-General since 1875, in
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not performing their duty under the
Act of Parlianent, in not making
these regulations, and in leaving this
as a brutum fulmen on the Statute-book,
let them nultiply the negclect that had
taken place between 1875 and 1878
by the neglect which hiad thus occurred
from 1859 to 1875, and ascertain how
great had been the neglect of the hon.
gentlemen since that time.

SIR JOHN A. M-ACDONALD: Tous
avez changés tout cela.

MR. BLAKE said ho believed they
had. -He merely made these observa-
tions to remove what seemed to be an
unfounded objection as to the extended
powers proposed. He did not, how-
ever, think that this disposed of the
real question. They were proposing,
as the hon. member for Kingston had
stated, a most serious change, and they
must remember that the clause which
had appeared in these Acts since 1859
had been confined to the power only
of stopping publications, and what
might be almost equally considered for
this purpose a publication, post-cards,
which, on their face, contained
immoral or obscene matter. The
difficulty which they had to grap-
ple with, . it must be confessed,
was very serious. They had for a
long time read of swindles perpetrated,
and that a very large sum of money
had been obtained from gullible people
by these operations; and ho thought
it would be admitted that if some
unobjectionable stop, could be found
out, it ought to be taken in order to do
this. He held himself quite froe to
concur with any hon. gentleman in
Committee on the Bill, if a more unob.
jectionable way than the present could
be discovered, in this regard; nor was
ho prepared at this moment to say that
they ought to adopt this clause in its
present shape in Committee. lie bo-
lieved, however, that something ought
to be done and some stop taken to give
the same power to protect the people
of this country against transactions,
which had not merely now been threat-
ened, but actually been accomplished.
One way had occurred to him by which
some relief might be given-by author-
izing the Postmaster-General, or the
local postmaster, to print a stamped
announcement on the envelope of what

MR. BLAKE.

he believed was the truc character of
the transaction, and thon let it go for-
ward with this official announcement
to the party to whom it was addressed ;
and if the latter was thon cheated, why,
it could not be hol ped. Tiis, it seemed
to him, would remove the objections
taken with reforence to the opening
and the delay, to any serions extent, of
letters. They ought to satisfy them-
selves about this, and provide some
remedy and convenient mode for the
purpose in Committee, and, therefore,
ho considered that this discussion
would be more satisfactorily continued
in Committee of the Whole.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is a good and friendly suggestion.

3R. PALMER said lie quite agrecd
with the statement that this was a
very great evil, which ought to be
remedied; but, with reference to this
Act, he had asked the hon. the Post-
master-General whether the former
Act authorized the opening of letters.
He was under the impression that it
did not, at.d so he was answered; and,
so he thought on reading the Act. He
apprehended that, if this Bill were
passed in the terms proposed, the Post-
master-General would have the power
to make regulations and open letters,
and he would state why ho thought so.
His hon. friend knew, of course,
that the rule for the construction of'
Statutes was that a person was not
only authorized to do what the Statite
directed, but also everything that was
absolutely necessary for the purpose
of carrying ont what the Statute di-
rected. The fourth section of the
Act-which had been altered-rcad
thus :

" Make regulations declaring vhat shall
and shall not be deemed to be mailable
matter, for the purposes of this Act, and for
restricting, within reasonable limits, the
weight and dimensions of letters and pack-
ets and other matters sent by post, and for
prohibiting and preventing the sending of
explosive, dangerous, contraband, or ifl
proper articles, obscene or immoral pubh-
cations, or obscene or immoral post-
cards."
His hon. friend would soc that this
said nothing with regard to lette's.
True, it might be said that letters of
a certain description might corne
within that goeral statoment; but, if
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'nny Judge undertook to construe this
Statute, ho would say that, in order to
carry it out, it was not necessary to
open a letter. But, a letter was not a
publication, and he apprehended that
the Bill could not apply to a letter at
all. Now, see how his hon. friend
proposed to alter it. Sub-section 4,
of the Post-Office Act, 1875, was
amended by adding thereto, " and for
prohibiting and preventing the send-
ing or delivery by post, of letters, cir-
culars or other mail matter, concerning
illegal lotteries, etc." How was that to
bedone? By refusing to send any
letter of the description bore referred
to. But, how could that be done, un-
less the letter was opened ? lie
affirmed it could Dot be done. le
affirmed that any postmaster would be
.perfectly authorized by this Act to
open any letter. He would like, how-
ever, to heur from tthe Postmaster-
General how he proposed to prevent
the sending of a letter of a certain
character unless it was opened.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
makes a regulation to stop ail sus-
pected letters.

MR. PALMER: And, therefore, the
postmasters must determine whether a
letter is of that character or not. Is a
postmaster to have the right of open-
ing a letter which I send because lie
suspects it? I apprehend not. The
passing of such a regulation would give
the Postmaster-General power to au-
thorize the opening of the whole cor-
respondence of this country. If it is
necessary, in order that the people may
be protected from fraud, to stop certain
communications, of course the difficulty
must be met. I have not the sligh test
objection to approve of the legislation
up to that point ; but to give the Post-
master-General the power, in this free
country, not only to stop, but to open
any man's correspondence, is asking
power which the people will never
grant to this or any other Government.

MR. PLUMB did not think that any
evil complained of in respect of send-
ing letters was so great as this. If theyonce began in the direction proposed,
there was Do saying where they would
stop. It was impossible not to see thatif a Power of this kind was put into
the hands of the Postmaster-General, it
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must be liable to very great and serious
abuse. It was a very serious matter
to empower a postmaster even to de-
tain or intercept a letter, but it was
still more dangerous to permit him to
open communications passing through
the post-office. There was great force
in the rêmarks made by the hon. mem-
ber for South Bruce, and be thought
they met a difficulty in the way of
limiting the extreme measures pro-
posed by the Bill. That proposai would
not, if adopted, do any harm in the
case of letters which were not of a
character which would justify their
being stopped, or such as it was desir-
able, for public morality, to interfere
with.

ME. HUNTINGTON said ho quite
concurred in the suggestion made by
the hon. member of South Bruce as
well as the member for Kingston, but
he thought it would be better to dis-
cuss the matter in Committee, that
alterations might be made in the Bill,
if required.

Ma. PLUMB said that, before the
House went into Committee, he wished
to say that the suggestion made by
the hon. member for South Bruce
would, to a certain extent, meet the
difficulties of the case. Of course,
there were great difficulties connected
with the whole subject, but they must
not do one wrong to cure another. He
could not agree to power being given
in any quarter which would lead to an
interference with the sanctity of pri-
vate correspondence to such an
extent as to open letters, or to take
them out of their proper course, or to
detain them in any way except as
dead lotters. The power proposed to
be granted was a very serions one,
and might be attended with greater
evil than that which it was intended
to remedy. He heard an hon. gentle-
man on the other side say that certain
lotteries had been prohibited in the
United States, that in consequence
a swarm of advonturers had found
thoir way to Canada from that
country, and that they were carrying
on their nefarious business here. Now,
he begged to inform the hon. gentle-
man that lotteries were still legalized
in many of the United States ; that
there was no law 'of Congress or of
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general legislation which could affect
questions of this kind. Every State
was left to take care of its own in-
terests in that respect, and he knew
that in Louisiana and Kentucky lot-
teries were legalized. Indeed, some of
those were Govern ment lotteries and
attached to their prospectuses were
the names of some of the principal
people in Kentucky. Of course, the
lottery system was one liable to great
abuse, and he had no doubt that, by
checking the sending of such publica-
tions, a great many innocent people
would be saved from risking or losing
their money. The stoppage of im-
proper publications and books was a
different matter altogether. He
trusted the Postmaster-General would
accept, in some form the suggestion
made by the hon. member for South
Bruce, which he had no doubt could
be put in a workable form, and thus
the great objection which attended the
Bill as it at present stood would be
removed and the measure be made
acceptable to the House.

Ma. BLAKE said he was glad that
his suggestion had received such
general acceptance. What he proposed
was that on the covering of letters.cir-
culars and other mail matter suspected
to be forwarded in connection with
illegal lotteries, a warning should be
stamped.

MR. PLUMB: Who is the stamp to
be affixed by ?

MR. BLAKE: By the postmaster in
the district from which the letter is
sent.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD:
There can be no objection to a person
stamping a letter if the Postmaster-
General says he suspects it to be of a
frandulent character.

MR. MASSON: The person who
marks the warning on a letter may be
a very inferior man to the one who
receives it.

MR. MITCHELL: There is this
difference: The person who receives a
letter having no intimation may not
know that there is any fraud in it; but
a person who receives thousands of
letters every day, who knows the cir-
cumstances, the localities, the people
and the rumours about them, has
some foundation on which to judge.

Mi. PLUMB.

MR. HUNTINGTON: It will only
be when a statement of facts has been
subrmitted to the Postmaster-General
that ho will give authority for persons.
being warned. I dare say this power
might obviate the evil.

MR. TUPPER: There is, no doubt,
room for a difference of opinion as to
how much good this will do, but I do
not think it can do any harm. I think
it entirely relieves the Bill from its
objectionable character, and I do not
now sec the least objection to a measure
ofthis kind, because, if it has any effect
at all, as my hon. friend from
Northumberland stated, it gives district
postmasters an opportunity to warn
persons who might otherwise become
the victims of fraud.

MR. HUNTINGTON: I accept the
suggestion for the purpose of meeting
the views of hon. gentlemen, and if it
should prove inefficacious, subsequent
efforts of legislation may be necessary,

MR. PLtUMB: When a person re-
ceives a warning of this kind, ho may,
if the letter evidently emanates from
a fraudulent source, sec the postmaster
about it.

Ma. BOWELL: The ameniment
suggested destroys altogether the ob-
ject which the Postmaster-General or
his Department had in view in suggest-
ing a clause of this kind.

Ma. MACKENZIE: No.
MR. BOWELL: It is a matter of

opinion. The Prime Minister, as usual,
says "no," but if he allows me to
state my views, I think I can give
some reason for the opinion I hold.
The object I understand the Depart-
ment has in view is, to prevent the
circulation of immoral productions 0
letters which might induce people tO
purchase improper lottery tickets, by
which they might be swindled. But
by the adoption of the suggestion
made by the hon. member for South
Bruce, the object of the Bill is des-
troyed, because every letter, whether
suspected or not, will be delivered to
the person to whom it is directed.
Besides these propositions from frau-
dulent lotteries, I have seen letters ask-
ing persons to purchase counterfeit
money, such letters bave been brought
to bis office by parties who received
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them, and it is just possible tbat, des-
pite the warning stamped on the en-
velope, the person to whorn a letter of
this kind is directed will enter into
transactions of that nature.

Ma. MITCHELL: If a man chooses
to pay no attention to the warning, just
let him alone.

MR. KIRKPATRICK: Certainly.
MR. BOWELL: I take the object of

the law to be to prevent temptations
being put in the way of people who
are likely to accept propositions of
that kind; and, I ropeat, that a man is
just as likely to do so when an envol-
ope is stamped with a warning, as
when it is not. It seems to me that
you might as well withdraw the Bill
altogether, as introduce this amend-
ment, because it will thereby be ren-
dered utterly useless so far as the ob-
ject which the Government had in
view was concerned.

MR. HUNTINGTON said the hon.
gentleman must remember that, to a
transaction of this kind, there must be
two parties-knaves and fools; the
knaves sent the letters and the fools
received them.

MR. BOWELL: The receiver may
be as big a knave as the sonder.

MR. HUNTINGTON said they did
not want to protect a man who, with
bis eyes open and aware of a fraudu-
lent attempt being made, should
choose to risk bis money improperly.
O course, the fool would lose his dol-
lars, the object of the sender of a
fraudulent letter being merely to gull
hum. It was with the view of giving
him a warning that this Bill was intro-
duced. We were face to face with a
very considerable evil, and we desire
te do the best we could to remove
that evil. Objection had, however,
been taken by hon. members to any
interference with the sanctity of pri-
vate correspondence, and it was with
the view of obviating, if not altogether
reroving that objection, that this
amendment had been generally
adopted. He believed the plan sug-
gested would have a very good effect,and, if any fool, after receiving snch a
Warning stamped upon a letter by a
Post-office official, persisted in sending
moneny, he deserved to lose it.

93½

Ma. BOWELL said no doubt that
the hon. member for South Bruce was
correct, so far as the evil was con-
cerned; but no man would be deterred
from entering into a speculation of that
kind, because a warning was stamped
on the envelope.

MR. BLAKE: It is not a specula-
tion.

Ma. BOWELL: It is. A man buys
a lottery ticket in the hope of making
money.

Ma. BLAKE: It is a fraud. There
are no prizes.

Ma. BOWELL: But that does not
meet the point. I think, if the Post-
master-General withdraws bis Bill
altogether, it will be more creditable
for him.

Ma. MITCHELL enquired whether,
if a letter was not sufficiently stamped,
it would be sent to the dead-letter
office.

MR. HUNTINGTON: My impres-
sion is that it is the custom.

Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD : If a
letter is not sufflciently stamped it
shotld be sent on to the parties to
whom it is addressed, and a fine im-
posed.

Ma. TUPPER said ho was satisfied
the Postmaster-General was wrong as
to the law, but ho was right as to the
practice as ho (Mr. Tupper) knew
from experience of a great many
cases, and it was desirable that the
practice should be corrected. He re-
membered a case in which a letter par-
tially stamped was sent to the dead-
letter office and opened, and that
took place in a great many cases; but
as bis hon. friend had stated, it was
illegal, the letter must be delivered,
and be subject to a fine. He wished
to draw the Postmaster-General's at-
tention to a practice in connection
with the Post-Office Department that
he thought was very unfair. He had a
letter addressed to him in Toronto,
where he resided, with a stamp on it
of one cent which the law required to
be placed on it; but in the meantime ho
had gone to Halifax, and had left
instructions at the post-office that bis
correspondence was to be forwarded
to that place. What he held was that
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the letter should be forwarded to
Halifax, charging him with the addi-
tional two cents; but instead of that,
the uniform practice, as far as ho was
acquainted with it, was to impose a fine
of five cents on that letter. He did
not know whether this was legal or
illegal, but he held that it was unfair.
If a letter was sent to him with a
three-cent stamp on it, and if he went
to Halifax, and from there to St. John,
and from there to Toronto, having left
his address at each place, that letter
ought to come back to Toronto and no
additional charge be made. He held
that when a letter had a sufficient stamp
lpon it to pay its delivery at the place
to which it was addressed, it should be,
forwarded to the address given. He
held that it was manifestly unjust to
make any further charge, and le
doubted very much if it was not
illegal.

SiRa JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that when this Act was being discussed,
there was a provision that all letters
without stamps, and all letters insuffi-
cient stamped, should be returned to
the dead-letter office. They had a
long discussion here, and it .was
:amended, it being pointed out by very
mnany hon. members on both sides of
the House that they could net expect
people in the country to know exactly
what was the postal rate or the weight,
:and that it was too bad that a man
naking a mistake in the stamping of a
ietter, having nothing to weigh it,
-should have his missive sent to the
dead-letter office. The power still
remained to forward letters not stamped
-at all te the dead-letter office, but
those that were insufficiently stamped
were sont on a penalty of twice the
amount of the deficient stamp being
imposed.

MR. MITCHELL said ho was very
glad that he had called attention to
this matter, because it was one of very
great importance, and to allow the
present practice to continue would lead
to serious inconvenience, not only to
-eommercial men but to the whole of
the community. He had no doubt
what the practice was. He knew that
the gentleman who attended to his
;business was very particular about
putting the proper stamps on letters,

MR. TUPPER.

and yet Le Lad known instances where,
after waiting for a reply to a letter for
a couple of months, he ad Lad the
letter returned through the dead-letter
office. He could only imagine from
this that there wmust be some dis-
crimination between one office and
another.

Sin JOHN Ai MACDONALD said
that sometimes the stamps came off
through their not being sufficient
adhesive matter upon tLein, and then
these letters Lad to be sent to the dead-
letter office.

Ma. MASSON said it was placing
great power in the bands of' the post-
masters to allow them to open these
letters. They might be ignorant men,
or ill-disposed men, and might open
communications with reference to
political matters, or with reference to
the lotteries for religious purposes.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said the hon.
gentleman surely did not think that
there was any administration of post-
office affairs, except by the Postmaster-
General. A postmaster could not open
letters until ho had communicated with
the Department and received instruc-
tions. As to the communications with
reference to charitable institutions, the
Act did not apply to them at all;
although there ought not to be any
charitable lotteries, if the hon. gentle-
man chose to construe the law that
way. This provision, with regard to
opening letters, only applied to glaring
frauds. As to the construction to be
put on the law with reference to the
point raised by the hon. member for
Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald), he
had not time to give it before six
o'clock. He supposed the letter of the
hon. member flor Cumberland, which
was sent to Toronto and afterwards to
Halifax, was charged with two trans-
missions.

MR. TUPPER said that, instead of
charging him three cents, they charged
him five.

MR. HIUNTINGTON said this was
the first case of complaint of this kind
that had corne before him, and he
would make enquiry into it.

MR. MITCHELL: I would like the
hon. Minister to state what the prac-
tice, and what the law is.
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MR. HUNTINGTON: I will read
Ibe law. The 19th clause of the Act
is as follows:

c On all letters transmitted by post for
any distance within Canada, except in
cases berein otherwise specially provided for,
there shall be chaiged and paid one uniform
rate of tiree cents per half oünce weight,
any fraction of a half ounce being charge-
able as a half ounce ; and such postage rate
of three cents shall be prepaid by postage
stamp or stamps at the tine of posting the
letter, otherwise such letter shall not be for-
warded Yy post, except that letters addressed
to any place in Canada, and on which one
full rate of three cents has been so prepaid,
shall be forwarded to their destination
charged with double the amount with the
postage thereon not so prepaid, whieh
amount shall be collected on delivery."

I bave no doubt the practice is quite in
consonance with the law as I have
read it; but, if a case arises in which
the law has nc t been carried out, I
shall be glad to consider it upon its
merits, or the general regulations in
the same way.

MR. CURRIER said that, at the
time the Act was amended by Lieu-
tenant-Governor Macdonald, then Post-
master-General, two cents more had to
be paid on letters over half an ounce.
le opposed this at the time, on the
ground that the Department would
gain nothing by this additional sum,
becauso commercial men who had
hitherto sont their accounts by post
would not forward them that .way,
having the extra postage to pay; and
itwould also be a great inconvenience
to the commercial men.

Mr. MACKENZIE: You would
make it a parcel delivery more than a
post.

MR. CURRIER said he thought a
one cent stamp should be sufficient for
one letter.

MR. McCARTHY said that if one
stamp instead of two was placed on a
drop letter, it went to the dead-letter
office ; but in the case of arother letter
being insufficiently stamped, it was
forwarded to the address and an extra
charge made. He could not see why
this distinction was made.

MR. BOWELL said he thought
there should be a provision made to
extend the clause, so that both lotters,

in a city or town, having insufficient
stamps should not be sent to the dead-
letter office, but that a fine should be
imposed on their delivery, of double
the amount of the insufficiency.

MR. H1UNTINGTON said there
might be an isolated case, but his im-
pression was that it was not the gen-
oral practice.

MR. TUPPER said that, evidently,
the practice was against the law, and,
therefore, it might be botter to amend
the law to make the practice uniform
with it.

Ma. MITCHELL said he would like
to see an alteration made so that all
letters partially paid should be for-
warded, the extra charge being paid on
delivery, and that was how he undor-
stood the operation of the law when
it was passed.

Ma. DAVIES said that people doing
business in a foreign country suffered
groat hardship in consequence of
this practice. In the Province of
Prince Edward Island a great many
yonug men went to sea, and it was
not to be supposed that in country
districts they would know the exact
number of stamps to put on a letter to
a foreign country, and yet if they did
not put on sufficient, their letters were
returned through the dead-letter office.
Of course, the merchants could guard
against this; but even they had letters
returned sometimes. He considered
it was a harsh regulation, and ought
to be abolished, and that a partly-paid
letter should be sent forward, and the
balance collected at the place to which
it was directed.

Ma. PALMER said it was not only
the weight of the letter, but in the
country districts of the Maritime Pro-
vinces, the postmasters themselves
did niot know the rate for foreign
countries.

MR. HUNTINGTON; We shaH
settle all this by the Berne con-
ference.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.
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After Recess.
MR. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said

it seemed to him that the Post-Office
Department was for the special pur-
pose of forwarding letters to the par-
ties to whom they were addressed, and
that, having that end in view, it would
be found more desirable that unpaid
letters should be presented to the par-
ties on payment of a fine, than that
they should be sent to the dead-letter
office. He had had a great many in-
stances brought to lis notice, in which
letters, through the stamps having
fallen off, or through inadvertence or
carelessness on the part of some of the
oficials or others entrusted with them,
had been sent to the dead-letter office
and weeks had passed before the par-
ties who sent the letters were made
aware that they had not reached their
destination. The existing law migbt
be of service to the postal authorities,
might give them a little less to do, but
the inconvenience which resulted to the
general public, ho thought, should be
more considered than the ease or com-
fort of officials of the Department. -He
was perfectly satisfied that the incon-
venience and annoyance and delay that
arose were such that, eventually, if not
this Session, at any rate at some future
Session, that portion of the Act to
which ho reforred would be repealed.
This portion of the law was not of very
great moment to those residing near
the Capital, as they were easily com-
municated with from the dead-letter
office; but to those who resided at a
great distance, it was a matter of much
moment that they should be made
aware, as soon as possible, that their
letters had not reached their destina-
tion. le suggested that this clause
should be repealed, and that, in its
place, a merely nominal fine, by way of
additional postage be charged; but that,
at any rate, the letter should be for-
warded to its destination without being
sent to the dead-letter office. As a
matter of course, certain letters ad-
dressed to foreign countries, on which,
inadvertently or otherwise the postage
had not been paid, should be sent to
the dead-letter office. But when ad-
dressed to places in the Dominion. it
was certainly very desirable that they
should be delivered to those to whom

MiR. IUNTINGTON.

they were addressed on the payment
of a slight additional postage, and not
be sent to the dead-letter office,
thereby causing so much inconven-
ience, and, in many instances, loss and
annoyance, the writer not being made
aware of the fact for weeks afterwards
that bis letter bad not gone on as he
expected.

Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-
ported.

House resuned.
Bill reported.

COLONIZATION RAILWAY BILL.-
[BILL No. 31.]

(Mr. Mill$.)

SECOND READING.

Ordered for second reading read.

Ma. MILLS said he supposed it
would not be necessary te state the
general provisions ofthe law and what
it was intended to accomplish. In in-
troducing the Bill, he had informed the
House of its general features, and had
stated in whpt way the Government
proposed to assist in the construction
of lines which had been incorporated
by articles of association. Copies of the
Bill were distributed several days ago,
and bon. gentlemen bad, no doubt,
made thomselves familiar with its con-
tents. They were, no doubt, aware that
the 411 presented a novel feature in
this particular: It providod for the
incorporation of railway companies
upon certain conditions set forth, such
as the subscription of a certain amount
of stock, and the payment of a certain
percentage on the stock so subscribed.
This was a novel feature bore in the
incorporation of a railway company, but
it was not a novel feature elsewhere.
It had been the principle long recog-
nized in the neighbouring Republic.
Almost every bon. gentleman was
aware that, after a railway was once
incorporated, extending through a con-
siderable portion of the territory, hav-
ing acquired a considerable amount of
local influence, it would always use
that influence adversely to any corpor-
ation or any other railway company
that was likely, in any way, to becorne
a competitor for traffic or travel. Those
who remembered the legislation which

[COMMONS.J _Rfilway Bill.



Railway Bill. 1i119

took place in the Province of Ontario
after the construction of the Grand
Trunk Railway from Toronto westward
to Sarnia, and yet more recently for
the construction ofthe Canada Southern
from the Detroit River to the Niagara
frontier, would understand how very
strcnuously existing corporations were
likely to oppose capitalists seeking
incorporation for the purpose of rail-
way construction, and how very diffi-
cult it was sometimes to succeed in
securing those charters of incorporation
which might or might not be advan-
tageous to those who sought them;
but which, certainly, were of the
greatest possible advantage to the
country. This Bill proposed to pro-
vide for the voluntary incorporation of
railway companics. There was no pos-
sibility, once the principle was
.adopted for railway companies seeking
incorporation, to come to this louse
and to seek to influence it in favour of
this or that line. There was, per-
haps, no safer principle that could be
,adopted than this one, that if parties
who had money to invest, and who be-
lieved they could make a profitable in-
vestment by building a road upon any
particular line, they should be as free
as posible to fulfil their intentions. No
railway company could invest capital
properly, unless it was to the public
advantage. The money was only in-
vested for the purpose of enabling the
'company to secure a dividend upon
their investment by accommodating
the public, either by furnishing facili-
ties for travel or for traffic. If, then, a
number of capitalists believed that, by
the construction of a railway between
two objective points, they could profit-
ably nvest a considerable amount of
capital, which, certainly, they would
not do unless there was a numerous
population from which the road was to
be supported, he saw no reason why
they should not have an opportunity
of doing so. They were, in this re-
spect, the, architects of their own for-
tune. They determined for them-
Selves whether their investment was

vise or unwise, and all this Bill pro-
posed to do, was to give thein an op-
Portunity of determining whether they
would invest their capital or not.
Until very recently, the country wasa hunting ground ; it was without a

- civilized population; the questions
with regard to the suitability of its
soil for the purposes of agriculture,
and the suitability of its climate, were
unsettled questions. The emigration
which had taken place during the past
five or six years, had, in a great meas-
ure, settled those questions. All the
Government proposed tc do by this
Bill was to give those who were seek-
ing homes in the North-West an op-
portunity to find an outlet for the
products of their industry. The Gov-
ernment did not propose to say to the
population that they should settle in
this or that particular vicinity, or
they would be left without railway
communication. The Government did
not propose to say to the population:
" You must go to this or that particu-
lar locality." They knew by the
experience of the progressive settle-
ment and development of the adjoining
country, espeeially that section which
lay west of the Mississippi River,
during the past fifteen or twenty years,
how largely railway accommodation
contributed to the progress of coloni-
zation and settlement. Everyone who
had looked at the census returns of the
United States, during the present cen-
tury, knew right well that, before a
rail way system was adopted, the set-
tlement was largely confined to the
vicinity of navigable rivers. The con-
struction of railways had completely
changed that charactei istic of Ameri-
can settlements. There were, now, in
the adjoining Republic, nearly 80,000
miles of railway in operation, which
had contributed largely to the coloni-
zation and settlement of the country.
He had looked into this question cur-
sorily, and lie would justcall the atten-
tion of the House to the intimate
connection whieh existed between the
railway development of the United
States during the past ten or twelve
years, and the settlement of that
country :

State of Minnesota-Area, 83,000 sq. miles.
Population in 1850, 160,000; in 1870, 446,000.
Miles of Railways in 1850, 157; in 1870, 1,092.

State of towa-Area, 55,000 sq. miles. Popu-
lation in 1860, 644,000 ; in 1870, 1,200,000.
Miles of Railway in 1860, 1,809; in 18iO, 2,683.

State of Missouri-Area, 65,000 sq. miles.
Population in 1869, 1,000,000; .1870, 1,721,0u0
Miles of Railway in 1860, 925; 1870, 2,000.
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State of A rkansas-Area, 52,000 sq. miles.
Population in 1860, 300,000 ; 1870, 500,000.
Miles of Railway in 1860, 38; 1870, 300.

He mightcontinueto cite a large num-
ber of States lying on the Mississippi
River which would show a like resullt.
But what he called the attention of the
House particularly to was this fact:
the intimate connection whieh existed
between the progress of railway con-
struction and the settlement of the
country. The average increase of
population and miles of railway per
year, during these ten years, was as
follows:-

Average incri

Minnesota....
lowa ..........
Missouri ......
Arkansas ....
Kansas ........
Illinois ........

of
Populatio
per year.

27,000
51900
65,000
16,000
26,000
82,000

ease Miles of
Railway'

n - Construction
per year.

................... 92
.................. 180
.................. 107

................... 20

................... 146

................... 166

Hon. gentlemen would see from these
statisties that there was an intimate
connection between the progress of
railway construction and the progres-
sive settlement of a country. Now, if
it had been in the power of the Federal
Government of the United States to
have undertaken to determine where
the emigration should go, instead of
leaving it perfect liberty to flow in
any direction in which it might be
carried by the adventurous spirit of its
population, by the energy and enter-
prise of the people, no such progress in
the development and settlement of the
country could have taken place. It
would be found that the progress of ainy
one State had in no way interfered
with the progress of settlement
of another. He had no doubt,
whatever, that if our territories in
the North-West were opened !to the
people, free to go in any direction they
chose, settlements would rapidly grow
in extent, which would form a nucleus
for the development of all the Pro-
vinces. The only effect of undertaking
to prevent people from settling where
they chose, to confine them to
particular localities, would be to ex-
elude a large population from the
territories, which would, no doubt,
under different circumstances, settle
there. Look at the population which
had gone into thoze various States,

Ma. MILLs.

averaging from 20,000 to 80,000 per-
year; according to which there was no,
reason why, during the next decade, the.
North-West Territories should not have
an increased population of 50,000 per
year. He did not think it an exagger-
ation to assume this, if no impediments
were thrown in the way of settlement,
if the people were permitted to seek
homes where they pleased in this broad
Dominion. If they were offered facili-
ties for egress and ingress, and if the
prices of their products were in-
creased by affording them facili-
ties for their transportation, he
saw no reason why the rapid progress
that had attended the settlement of the-
the Western States of the adjoining
Republic,should not attend the develop-
ment of the settlement of our North-
West Territory. He knew it was said
that it was important to avoid railway
communication with the adjoining
Republic. Under the existing circum-
stances, we must, for a brief
period at least, have railways
connected with those roads or not at
all, and he did not think it would be
possible, alter the provision made by
the late Government for the early
construction of railways to the Ameri-
can froatier to make an objection of
that kind. The whole experience of
all countries was that the form of
institutions was always stronger than
individual opinions. Whether settlers
came from Europe or from the Republic
of the United States, it would be found
that they very rapidly adapted them-
selves to our institutions and preferred
them to any others, and instend of
Americanizing our institsutions, the ten-
dency would he that they themselves
would be moulded by the institutions
we had established. If there were
capitalists ready to come and invest
their money in railway construction
in our northern territories it would be
very unwise to forbid them doing so
indeed, every opportunity should ho
afforded them. The policy of the Bill
rested on the very obvious principle
that the Government should give the
people an opportunity of helping them-
selves; and, in a country which had
free institutions, a spirit ofself-reliance
could not be better promoted than
by offering inducements to set-
tiers coming into the country, and.
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to capitalists to invest their money.
Under the provisions of the Bill,
the Governinent were giving no
noney, but were giving land. It
was undoubtedly true that there was a

provision which authorized the Gov-
ernment, if it thought proper, and with
the approval of Parliament, to convert
the land into money and to pay that
over to the corporation. But it was
money obtained from those who settled
in the immediate vicinity of the rail-
ways; it was not money taken out of
the pockets of the people at large, but
it was paid by those people who took
possession of the land which bad no
value except for purposes of settle-
ment. An opportuity was thereby
given to immigrants to make those
lands valuable, and at the same
time shoulder their share of
the general burdens of taxation. If
railways cduld be built by the
aid of public grants of land or
money obtained by the sale of that
land, the country could not make a bet-
ter use of the public lands than thus
to open them up for settlement, and to
give capitalists the opportunity o'"in-
vesting money there. It was largely
by the construction of railways that
the lands of the North-West were to
be made valuable; their value depend-
ed upon the facilities afforded for the
transport of the products of the set-
tIers. By constructing railways
througb the North-West, reaching to
every fertile point where a colony
could be established, we would largely
contribute to increase the traffic and
travel over that railroad, which must,
for many years to come, be a single
lne from Winnipeg eastward to the
shores of Lake Superior. The larger
the settlement in the North-West, the
greater the traffl coming from that
countrv and the vicinity of Winnipeg,
and finding its way to Lake Superior,
by so muich the more would the cost
of. maintaining that section of the
railway be diminished, and in the same
proportion would inducements be held
out to a company for the construction
Of the Pacifie Railway, if they found
the traffie of the entire North-West
Was te find its outlet by that single
bue. It was not necessary to detain
the 110se with a discussion of the
reasons which had induced the Gov-

ernment to propose this measure, but
he would merely say it was one in the
interests of colonization and de-
velopment of the North-West terri-
tories.

MR. RYAN said the principle on
which this Bill was based was that,
under the present circunistances of the
Dominion, it was advisable to grant a
portion of the ublie lands in Mani-
toba and the orth-West Territories
to aid the construction of such rail-
roads as may be necessary Io open up
these lands. Since ho had the honour of
a seat in the House, he had always
a4vocated this principle. The pro-
posed Bill was not a mere experiment
in legislation; similar Acts had been
passed by other Legislatures and had
been followed by favourable results.
In 1850, Stephen A. Douglas, one of
Illinois greatest sons had, after en-
countering strenuous and continued
opposition, after failing in the Sessions
of 1848 and 1849, succeeded in getting
Congress to pass an Act granting
2,595,000 acres of land in the State of
Illinois, to aid in the construction of
the Illinois Central Railroad. At that
time the population of the State was
very small and was confined exclusive-
ly to the neighbourhood of navigable
streams and waters. The whole centre
of the State, throngh whieh the Illi-
nois Central runs, and where the land
grant was given to the road, was a
howling wilderness, never trodden ex-
cept by the hunter and the trapper.
For 23 years prior to 1850,those magni-
ficently fertile prairie lands had re-
mained in the market unsold, although
the Government price was only $1.25
p or acre. The Government of the
United States did not give the grant
to the road in a continuous block, but
in alternate sections, as was proposed by
the Bill under consideration. Having
thus given to the Illinois Central one
half of the land along the road, the
Government at once doubled the price
of the remaining half and held it
for sale at $2.50 per acre. No sooner
was the construction of the road begun
than an astonishing demand arose for
these lands; the Goverriment was
compelled, in the public interest, to
increase the price, aud finally in 1857,
the last of the Governmont lands had
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pass into the bands of purchasers at
the price of $7 an acre. The lands held
by the company also increased rapidly
in value and were sold at 30, 40 and
50 dollars per acre. The results ex
ceedcd the most sanguine expectations
of Stephen A. Douglas and the other
advocates of the land grant. An ever-
surging sea of population flowed into
the State; well tilled farms, flourishing
settlements, thriving villages, busy
towns and stately cities sprung up as
if by magi2 all along the road. A
writer who bas given considerable at-
tention to the question, estimates the
inereased value of each acre within
ten miles of the road at $7.50, on the
average; or, in otherwords, the Illinois
Central Railroad increased the value
ýof the lands within ton miles of its
track at the rate of $96,000 for every
mile of its length. The example so
happily inaugurated in Illinoi3 had
been successively followed throughout
the whole of the Western and North-
Western States. The progress of settle-
ment and increase of population in
these States had surpassed everthing
in the history of the world. If the
lertile plains of Manitoba and the
North-West Territories were ever to be
settled-and who could doubt their set-
tlement,-it could only be effected
through the instrumentality of rail-
roads. The experience of the Western
States had proved the locomotive to be
the true pioneer of settlement in a
prairie country. Nature seems to have
adapted the prairie for the railroad; it
was the naturalroad of the prairie, and
eould be there constructed for almost
as small an amount as it took in some
countries to construct a waggon road.
In such countries settlement would not
progress much beyond the sound ot
the whistle of the locomotive, because
beyond that distance profitable farm-
ing could not well be carried on. At
Portage La Prairie, where ho resided,
the distance from Winnipeg was 61
miles. The price of wheatat Winnipeg
was 60c. per bushel. Freight from
Portage La Prairie to Winnipeg was
50e. per 100 lbs., or 30c. on a bushel of
wheat. After paying freight to Win-
inipeg there remained 30c. per bushel
for the farmer. In a new country
everything a faimei had to buy was
dear, labour was dear, and tho result

MR. IY.£N.

was that farming would not pay under
such circumstances. West Marquette
could, with proper facilities for export.
ing grain, easily have raised half a
million of b-ushels of wheat as the sur-
plus for 1878; but as matters stood it
was doubtful whether the surplus for
1878 would be greater than that of
1877, about a quarter of a million
of bushels of grain. Our farm-
ers have to compete in the grain
markets of the world with the
farmers of thoWestern and North-West-
ern States. These States were com-
peting with us for immigrants. Our
farmer could not compete with the
American farmer, unless his facilities
for exportation nearly equalled those
afforded to the American. We could
neither expect to secure a share of the
immigration from the east, nor could
we even expect to keep the immi-
grants already settled in Manitoba,
unless we could give them the noces-
sary amount of railroad accommoda-
tion. Unless we were prepared to do
so much, we might as well throw u)
the sponge at once, and allow Mani-
toba and the North-West to remain
without settlers-a sealed book in the
future, as in the past, until such time
as we were prepared to adopt a differ-
ent policy. He believed that somo of
the members were opposed to giving a
grant of land to railroads. The scheme
had some disadvantages. If' wo were
in a position to give a grant of money
instead of land, he would prefer it,
because then the increased value of
the land would benefit the country
and not the corporation, and the danger
of the lands being held longer than the
true interests of the country de-
manded would be avoided. But we
were not in a position to give assistance
to the neoded roads in money, and, as
our lands were of no value without
roads, and, as these roads would not be
built without assistance of some kind,
it followed that we would bave to give
lands. Two charters for local reads
had been obtained fron the Legisla-
ture of the Province of Manitoba. One
was for the Manitoba Southern, a road
proposed to run from Winnipeg tO
Rock Lake, in the south-western por-
tion of Manitoba. This road would
open up the Boyne and Pembina moun-
tain country, one of the most beautiful
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.nd fertile portions of the North-West,
into which an energetic and intelligent
population was fast pouring. The
other was for the Manitoba Western, a
road proposed to run from Winnipeg,
in the centre of the Province, to near
Palestine in the north-western part of
Manitoba. This line would open the
fine country south of Lake Manitoba,
where the Canada Pacifie ought to
have been located, and where the set-
tlements were even now sufficiently
numerous to afford a considerable
amount of local traffic. A rumour had
had obtained currency-he knew not
how, for it was a silly rumour-that
he had opposed a land grant to the
Manitoba Southern, and was indiffer-
ent about a similar grant to the Mani-
toba Western. He would take the
occasion to state-and he challenged
contradiction-that the rumour was
untrue; he had always advocated the
making of land grants to those roads.
Ie had, on more than one occasion,

urged the matter on the Government,
and in the louse. Even now, if he
were permitted to choose between the
benefits likely to flow from the Bill
under consideration, on the one
hand, and a direct land grant of
6,400 acres per mile, in favour of these
two roads, he would choose the
latter alternative, because ho knew the
direction of these two roads, and knew
that they would open up precisely
those portions of Manitoba which at
present required to be opened, and that
they would both be feeders of our own
Canada Pacific, when built; but ho
did not know either the direc-
tion of such lines as migbt be
built undtr the provisions of
the Bill introduced by the Minister
of the Interior, nor did ho know what
their effect might be upon the tradic of
the Canada Pacific road. But, as ho
was not in a position to choose, ho
could only accept for his Province what
it was in his power to get for it. Under
the provisions of the Bill the Govern-
ment would have, practically, the
control of the construction of railroads
ili Manitoba and the North-West for
some years to come; because it was
evident that, while any portion of the
Country remained through which aroad could be built so as to obtain aland gant under the Act, no other road

would be built. le hoped the Govern-
ment would make a wise use of this
power. In no country did the different
lines ruin upon the best natural and
commercial lines ; at some points com-
petition was too keen; at others, not
sufficiently strong. An engineer could,
in any country, so dispose the same
number of miles of rail that existed in
the country as to be of more benefit to
the public and more profit to the own-
ers than was afforded by their present
arrangement. He hoped the Govern-
ment would keep the matter in mind,
and see that those linos were chosen
which would be most beneficial to the
country and most profitable to the
builders. There was one other point in
connection with the subject to vhich he
desired to call the attention of the Gov-
ernment: the question of controlling
or regulating the freights on roads to
be constructed under the Act. This
subject had occupied much public at-
tention recently, both in the United
States and in Europe. A joint Com-
mittee of both Houses in England had
also lately considered it ; and, although
no practical solution of the difficulties
which surround the question had been
aimed at, aithough the varying cir-
cumstances of the time and thenatural
features of the country through which
freight was carried, render it impossi ble
to hit upon a fixed or uniform freight
tariff which would be at the same time
fair to the public and to the railroad,
yet ho thought it only fair, when the
State aided very materially in con-
structing a road, that some measure of
power should be retained to protect the
citizens from extortionate or un-
reasonable charges for freight and
traffic. He believed that the hon. the
Minister of the Interior was actuated
by the best motives and a sincere desire
to improve the position of the Eettler in
Manitoba, in framing and introducing
the Bill. But ho (Mr. Ryan) regretted
that, if the Bill passed in its present
form, it would not, in bis opinion, at
ail, or in any event materially bonefit
the farmers of bis Province. The first
lines needed, the ones at present actu-
ally needed, were a couple of short
linos taking the same, or nearly
the same, general directions as
tho Manitoba Western and Sou-
thern. Whether the Manitoba Western
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ran firom Winnipeg or from Selkirk to
the West was not of very great import.
But under the provisions of the pro-
posed Act, neither of these roads would
obtain much advantage. Those por-
tions of the Province through which
these lines would run were, in a great
measure, no longer owned by the
Dominion. They had been mostly
sold by the Dominion for cash or its
equivalent, or they had been paid
away by the Dominion upon varions
accounts and for the purposes of the
Dominion; 1,400,000 acres had been
given to the children of the half-
breeds-thousands of acres, yes, hun-
dreds of thousands had been located by
half-breed scrip and military bounty
warrants. These were strictly pay-
ments upon the national account
made to extinguish the Indian title to
lands not in the Province of Manitoba
alone but also to lands throughout the
whole North-West, and to provide for
the safety against Fenian invasion and
internal troubles as well in the Terri-
tories as in the Province. Wherever
the alternate sections, which under the
provisions of the Bill would fall to
either of the local roads mentioned,
had passed out of the ownership of the
Dominion, the land would be absolutely
lost to the road, because the Act did
not, like the Act from which it was
copied, reserve to the Government the
right to give other lands in lieu of
those so lost to the Company. It fol-
lowed, that as these roads would, for a
great portion of their length, run
through half-breed reserves, and land
located under scrip and bounty war-
rants, and sold for cash, they would,
for those portions of their lines, derive
no benefit whatever from the proposed
legislation. This was unfair, and had
the appearance of a blow directly
aimed at the settlers of the Province,
the men who, more than any others,
were entitled to consideration and fos-
tering care. If the lands had been given
away to actual settlers under the pro-
visions of the Homestead Act, then
the case would be different, be-
cause the Province would have been
benefitted by being settled. But the
lands had been given away in payment
of claims against the Dominion, and it
would be only fair that the Bill should
reserve the rghit to the Government to

Ma. RyAi&N,

give other lands to aid the construc-
tion of the road, when those which
under the Act would fall to the lot of
the road, had been so given away.
Lands could be given at a greater dis-
tance, say within 20 miles of the road
in the Province, or a greater propor-
tion might be given outside the Pro-
vince. Unless the Bill was amended
in this respect, it would not be of any
or at least of much use to the Province.
The time allowed for the commence-
ment and completion of roads under
the Act was too long. When the Bill
reached Committee, he would take
occasion to introduce amendments to
the objectionable portions, and h-
hoped the Government would not
oppose the amendments.

MR. BERTRAM said that, in intro-
ducing this Bill, the hon. the Minister
of the Interior had discussed, at con-
siderable length, tho desirability of
building railroads in a new country.
He thought there could hardly be two
opinions about the necessity of build-
ing these railways. The hon. gentle-
man had gone into some statistics in
connection with roads built in the
United States to show the necessity of
this country aiding in building rail-
ways in our territory. He considered
that the best policy which we could
pursue would be to build a railway as
fast as we possibly could from Duluth
to Winnipeg, and then to assist in
building as many as possible in that
new country. It was not for the pur-
pose of coinciding with the opinion of
the hon. gentleman that he now rose,
but to point out to the House what he
considered was rather an element of
danger in this Bill. It provided for
the grant of lands of the Dominion to
any railway company that might build
a line in that territory. If they im-
partially considered the evidence
which they now had respecting the
public lands that had been granted in
the United States to railroads built in
that country, they must come to the
conclusion that a great many abuses
had arisen in this relation. The case
of the Illinois Central Railway had
been instanced by the hon. member
for Marquette as one in which the
policyof the United States,in building
railways, had had a very beneficial
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effect indeed. If he remembered aright
he thought that in 1872, during the
election campaign of that year, this
very case was mentioned by the hon.
niember for Kingston, who then made
the statement that this railroad had
received enough of the public lands of
the United States to pay for the build-
ing of the road and that they had, at
the sane time, then within possession,
is much land as would, if sold, build
the lino over again. It was against
the possibility of a case of this kind
happening in Canada that ho thought
it would be advisable, for them to
retain control of these public lands.
He believed, with the hon. the Min-
ister of the Interior, that the public
lands of the Dominion should be
utilized in opening up ourY new terri-
tory ; but, instead of granting these,
lands in fee simple to railway com-
panies, the Governmcnt should retain
control of the land and put a price
upon it at which they should be sold to
actual settlers. There was no doubt
that, in the Western States, these
grants of lands to railway companies
had been the subject of great abuse ;
and that these companies, after a cer-
tain time, instead of aiding in develop-
ing the lands, had held them for a
speculative purpose, and retained
them in their possession ; and
that the settlers of the country in that
territory had been obliged to pay an
enormous pice for them. He noticed
in eub-sec. 2 of sec. 26 of the Bill, that
the Government retained the power, if
they considered it desirable, to keep
these lands in their possession and give
a money grant in their stead. In lieu
of this provision being permissive, it,in his opinion, would be very desirable
for the House to inake it obligatory.
Although the Government might set
apart 10, 12 or 20 sections for the pur-
pose-he did not care about the num-
oer-if the principle of which he spoke
was kept in view, these sections bhould
net ho given to a railway company
but should be controlled by the Gov-
ernment, an upset price put on them,
and only sold to actual settlers. He
desired, at this early stage of the Bill,to explain his views. This was the
Onlly point respecting which ho dis-
agreed with the provisions of the Bill,
and ho hoped that, before it passed

through Committee, this matter would
obtain the consideration of the Gov-
ernment.

MR. MITCH EL L said he had listened
with a great deal of attention to the
remaiks of the hon. the Minister of
Interior in moving this Bill; to the
hon. gentleman who more particularly
represented the section of the country
who would benefit by it; and to the
hon. member for Peterboro' (Mr. Ber-
tram), who was from the older settled
portion of Ontario. He came from
the section of the country that had
helped to pay for the North-West
Territories. The sum had been
£300,0 stg, and they had also helped
to puy for the opening up of, and the
construction of, railways through it.
He was amazed at the Government of
the day submitting a measure of this
kind for the consideration of this Par-
liament. When they remembered
that there were, outside of the Province
of Manitoba, nearly four millions of
people, inhabitants of the Dominion,
who had bought and paid for that
country, who were today being taxed
for the opening up of it and the build-
ing of a railway through it, and the
making of communications professed-
ly from one side of the country to the
other, tares which were paid and con-
tributed by the older settled portions
of the country, and when they looked
at the nature of this Bill, and found
that it practically took away the very
lands which this Parliament and the
preceding Parliament had held were
pledged to build this Pacific Railroad,
ho was amazed at the boldness and
recklesness of hon. gentlemen opposite,
who here attempted an act of spolia-
tion at the expense of the eastern por-
tion of the Dominion, but for what pur-
pose lie would not just now say. This
country was pledged to the construction
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. When
it was proposed by the late Govern-
ment, it was supposed that it would
cost, according to the scheme submit
ted, 30 milliQns in cash, while they
made reserves of land through that
territory for settlement to the extent
of 13,000 or 14,000 acres per mile,
making in all about 60 millions of
acres to be provided out cf the fertile
belt of the horth-west Territories for
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the construction of this road. The late
GCovernment adopted that plan to
utilise the resources of the country.
They were willing to pay, as they did,
£300.000 sterling for the purchase of
this country in the first initance, and
they were willing, in the eastern
portion of the Dominion, to pay 30
millions of dollars, in all time to aid
the construction of this road, and they
were willing to look, as they had a
right to look, and as their Govern-
ment asked them to look, and as Par-
liament sanctioned this attitude-to
the land of the country for the con-
struction of the balance of the road.
He would look to know what the pol-
icy of the Government to-day was
with reference to the Canadian Pacific
Railway. He recollected well when
the Government, of which he was a
member, proposed to Parliament to
adopt this scheme, the indications and
statements thrown out from the Op-
position, who forecast ruin to fail upon
Canada in attemptîng such a monstrous
outlay of public money to such an enor-
mous extent on public undertakings
in the way of railways. They predicted
that rain would come upon this country.
The trade of the country would be
destroyed, and the taxation on the peo-
ple would be increased. Those gen-
tlemen on the opposite benches of the
House, who opposed this expenditure
of $30,000,000, and the addition of
50,000,000 acres of land, and wbo were
proposing to build that road, now, at a
cost to the country of $200,000,000,
were actually giving away the very
lands, which were their sec urity, under
which that money could be paid. He
did not know what the opinions of
gentlemen from 'Ontario or Quebec
might be, nor did he care. He.- had
one thing to do and that was his duty.
His duty in this case he conceived to
be, to call the attention of Parliament
to the proposed spoliation of western
land. It would be unjust to the other
Provinces to pass an Act like this,
which would enable railway specula-
tors and companies to absorb three-
fourths of the whole western territory
-that territory on which they boped
to construct the great Canadian Paci-
fic Road. He yielded to no one in the
desire to benefit the North-West, but
he certainly could not approve of an

M. MITCHELL.

Act such as that now before the House.
Hie could not believe in a scheme which
would enable speculators to absorb
millions of acres of land, with which
it was hoped the country might be
recouped for the money it was now
spending in opening up that great
territory. They had a right to expect
something better from the Govern-
ment than that. If the Administra-
tion really desired to open up the
country, by all means let them do so ;
but, why should they, by legislation of
this kind, embarrass the resources of
the country in a way which could
never be retrieved. They were
pledged to the construction of that
Pacific road which, when the Opposi-
tion were in power, they set them-
selves against. Whenever they got
control of the resources of the cDuntry,
these gentlemen, who were so ready to
condemn the enterprise, the genius,
and intelligence of the men who pre-
ceded them, for seeking-as they
declared-uselessly to expend money,
now spoke with the other sides of their
mouths, and tried to cripple the great
resources of the North-West, which
would have poured wealth into the
coffers of Canada. Let him state the
practical objections to the Bill. He
believed that, under this Bill, any num-
ber of speculators might, by complying
with certain requirements, construct
from one to twenty railways, thus ab-
sorbing hundreds of thousands of
acres of land. When the Grand Trunk
Railway Company came, the other
day, asking the privilege to conneet
with several other railways, and when
the Canada Southern Railway came
asking privileges,-what did his hon.
friend from Chateauguay say ? No
man guarded the liberties, rights
and privileges, more than lie, where
enormous powers were asked, ancd
when these two railways came
before the House, none were more
careful of their priviliges, or more
zealous than his hon. friend. lie (Mir.
Mitchell) was very much pleased to sec
the great amount of caution the bon.
member exhibited in endeavouring tO
prevent the railway companies gettinlg
the powers for general purposes which
they sought. He recollected the words
which the hon. gentleman made use of.
He said: "Let us give thein what is
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absolutely necessary for the purpose.
Whenever they want anything furtber
in the way of legislation, let them
corne and ask it, and if it is right, we
will give it them." What was the

policy of his hon. friend to-day ? He
was amazed to find that he was not the
first man to take exception to the Bill.
What should have been his line of

policy as the controller, almost, of the
Administration in matters of this kind ?
lie should have said to them : " You
are going to make thousands of miles
of railway, under that Bill, if there is
land enough; you are going to let the
whole of that territory be absorbed by
private speculators." As his hon.
friend from Marquette had said, two
lines of railway were certainly neoded.
Well, if application were made to that
House for the necessary thousands of
acres for the construction of these
roads, he would be ready to give aIl
possible aid; but a Bill like this, which
gave power to private speculators to
absorb the whole territory, was one of
the most outrageous measures ho had
ever heard come before Parliament.
le was astonished that the hon. Min-
ister of the Interior should have
dared to propound a scheme of this
character, so extreme in its powers.
A greater injustice to the other parts
of the Dominion than the measure pro-
posed, no man could conceive. He was
not going to take up the tirme of the
House very long in discussing this
nattter, but he wished to call the

attention of hon. members represent-
ing the Eastern Provinces of Canada
to the inci eased taxation which would
be placed upon their districts by the
proposed measure. While he approved
of money being expended for the
opening up and improvement of Mani-
toba, ho was not prepared to give up
that magnificent country to private
individuals, for party purposes and for
party plunder. He would tell hon.
gentlemen on the other side of the
House that, while he was prepared to
entertain any fair and just claim which
night be made, ho would not submit
to any such scheme of spoliation in
the North-West as that which was in-
tended. Throughout the whole Do-
minion, every scheme should be dealt
with on its own merits, and, if it was
found that the one or two railways

referred to by the hon. meniber for
Marquette vore really requirod, he
would be willing that the House should
grant a charter for the undertakings,
besides giving subsidies in money or
land to secure them. He would ask
hon. gentlemen opposite to consider
the proposition ho had just made, and
then say whether they would take upon
themselves the responsibility of this
measure when they went back to their
constituents next summer. The Minis-
ter of the Interior had said had hon.
members on the Opposition side looked
unfavourably upon any railway con-
nection with the American Republie ;
but hon. gentlemen opposite had
always been anxious, not only to
have railway connections with the
United States, but to maintain busi-
ness, social and national relations with
those on the other side of the line. His
hon. friend had done the memoers of
the Opposition an injustice when he
made that statement. If the hon. gen-
tleman would withdraw his Bill, and
introduce a special measure giving
powers to the two roads spoken of by
the hon. member for Marquette, he
would have his (Mr. Mitchell's) sup-
port. He would also agree to grant
lands outside those lines, but he should
certainly endeavour to record his vote
against the Bill introduced by the Min-
ister of the Interior. He (Mr. Mit-
chell) did not want to say one disre-
spectful word regarding the people of
the North-West. He knew some of the
difficulties and hardships they had en-
dured in the settlement of that coun-
try ; but they must not forget that
only a few years had elapsed since they
owned any part of that territory at ail,
having pi eviously been under the ad-
ministration of the Hudson Bay Com-
pany. They must not forget that the
immense territory outside Manitoba
was the heritage of the people of the
Dominion of Canada at large. If, on
the other hand, they looked upon it as
the property of Manitoba alone, thon
do not let them ask Parliament to im-
pose laws on the other Provinces in
order that money might be squandered
in the construction of tho so-called
North-West route; if they claimed the
vhole territory to make their railroads,

let them raise the money thomsolves,
and make the necessary improvements
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and not ask the other portions of the
Dominion, first to buy the country,
then to spend millions in improve-
ments, and then find their lands given
away. le wished to call attention to
on% or two sections of this Bill, which
scemed to him as rather of an extraor-
dinarv charreter. le would read the
26th Section of the Act for the infor-
mation of the H1ouse:

" The Governor in Council may, for the
purpose of aiding in the construction of any
railvay to be constructed under the pro-
visions of this Act, reserve every alternate
section of ungranted land by odd numbers,
to the extenît of ten sections per mile, five
sections per mile on each side of the line of
the railway, exclusive of the sections which,
under the Dominion Lands Act, may have
been reserved as school sections or may have
been allotted to the Hudson's Bay Company;
and for any line or part of a line of railway
west of the 102nd meridian of west lonritude
twelve sections per mile, and for any lne of
railway connected with the Canadian Pacific
Railway and extending into the Peace River
district, twenty sections per mile; and
whenever twenty-five consecutive miles of
any portion of any railway shall have been
completed, equipped and in operation, the
Governor in Council may convey to the
company the land so reserved, or a part
thereof, along the said railway so far as the
saie is completed, and for each consecutive
ten miles of the remainder of the railway,
the Governor in Council may, as the saine
rnay be completed, convey the lands so re-
served along nine miles thereof to the
company."
Sub-section 2, said:

" Or, should the Governor in Council
deem it expedient, instead of conveying
lands to the company, the company may be
paid the moneys received from the sales of
ands on the line of, and within six miles of

such railway, froin time to time, until the
company shall have received a sum not ex-
ceeding ten thousand dollars per mile, after
which the company's claims to any further
aid froni the sale of such lands shall cease;
Provided always, that not more than ninety
per cent. of the value of the actual work
done shall be paid out of the proceeds of any
land sales until the road is finished and
equipped and in operation to the satisfaction
of the Governor in Council; Provided also,
that no agreement made by the Government
with any coimpany, or any Order in Council
promising aid under this sub-section or the
preceding sub-section, shall be valid or bind-
mng until it shall have lain before the Bouse
of Commons for one month without being
disapproved, unless sooner approved by a
resol ution of the House."

That really provided for the giving
away of the very lands required for the

MR. MITCHELL.

construction of the Paci fie road, and
that not more than nine tenths-such
was the enormous extent of the pro-
vision-should be paid out of the pro-
ceeds of land sales till the road was in
operation. Now, what did that mean ?
It meant that those lands were consid-
ered of sufficient value to pay for the
construction of these roads. The hon.
member for Marquette (MAr. Ryan),
speaking of the progre-s made by
railroads in Illinois, said that the road
was finished and paid for, while one-
half of the lands were left to the credit
of theroad. Parliament ought, there-
fore, not to give away that valuable
land in Manitoba in so reckless a
manner.

MR. RYAN: I may have stated
what the hon. gentleman understood
me to have stated, but I did not intend
to say that. What I meant to convey
was, that the Government, after giving
one-half of the lands along the routes
to the company constructing the line,
will have the price for the other half
so greatly enhanced that they will get
much more for the one-half then they
otherwise would for the whole.

Ma. MITCHIELL said he accepted
the explanation. The position the
bon. gentleman had takon up was
that of the late Administration, when
they advocated a policy for the obstrue-
tion of that railway. The late Gov-
ernment proposed that the whole
responsibility of the country, in addi-
tion to the land granted, should amount
to $30,000,000. The present gentle-
men, on the other side, stated that the
responsibility would be $200,000,000.
They endeavoured to get a company
to take it up, and if it had not been
for the gentlemen on the other side,
and some other influences that were at
work, they would have got that com-
pany organized, and taken the land
offered to them, and to-day the country
would have had that railway, the terri-
tory would have prospered much more
in settlement, and the country would
be receiving a larger revenue.
But, if this Bill came into operation,
if the hon. gentleman was ab e to in-
duce this House to pass it, and he (Mr.
Mitchell) was afraid that he would, ho
had seen such a subservient following,
all this would be changed. There was
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in that Bill the germs of the ab3orp-
tion of the whole North-West country,
and they would not have a twentieth
part left wherewith to build their Paci-
c railway. The result would be that

the land having been absorbed, the
railway would not be built. What
would the Eastern Provinces say to such
a measure? Would his hon. friends
on the other side say they could justify
su h a course to their constituents;
that their constituents would appre-
ciate a measure like this, committ ing
an act of spoliation over the entire
eountry? Who had contributed to the
purchase of that country; who had
paid the Hludson Bay Company for
it? The people. But they paid the
money to have the country opened
up and developed, and not to be
given away in this wholesale manner.
If the lands of the North-West were
to be used in building railroads, and
he approved of such a policy, then
this section of Canada was entitled to
a fair share thereof for their local rail-
roads, such, for exampie, as the Mirami-
chi Valley road. The people of old
Canada bought the North- West and
were taxed to pay to improve it,
and they had a right to appropriate a
share of the lands to promote the con-
struction of roads in the East as well
as in the West.

Ma. CHARLTON said he considered
this measure, notwithstanding the un-
measured denunciations it had received
at the hands of the hon. member for
Northuinberland, was a statesmanlike
measure and embodied a -wise policy.
It was essential to the development
of the North-West that that country
should be furnished with railways. The
rivers flowing through that region all
flowed to the northward, and thus
this region had no natural highways
to market as was furnishod to the
Western States by the Mississippi and
the Great Lakes; and if railways were
essential to the development of the
Western States, they were ten-fold
mnore essential to the development of
the North-West. It was useless to
think of opening up and settling this
country without furnishing it with
railway facilities. Now, it had beensaid that the American railways were
subsidized to a greater extent than
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necessary; perhaps that had, in same
instances been the case. Reference
had been made to the Illinois Central
Railway. At the time that road was
projected, nearly the whole interior
portion of the State was a wilderness;
farmers living fifty miles from Chicago
were in the habit of teaming wheat to
the market often, when the roads were
bad, at a cost of one-half the value of
the wheat. The country had a few
struggling settlements in the interior,
but there was no extent of population.
The country would never have been
opened and settled as it has been, but for
the construction of a system of railways
of which the Central was the chief.
That railway had populated the vast
prairie, region in the centre of the
State, and had contributed in an
important degree to make Illinois the
third State in the American Union,
with a population of over three mil-
lions. He recollected paying a visit
to Iowa about twenty years ago.
Then, it had but a few miles of
railway, and but a sparse population,
chiefly located along the line of the
Mississippi ; yet by means of a liberal
railway polhcy, by subsidizing several
lines crossing the Stateý from east to
west, it had suddenly risen into au ira-
portant State, with a population of
nearly, if not quite, 1,500,000. Some of
the railways, had perhaps been sub-
sidized more than was necessary, per-
haps more land had been given than
was advisable; but capitalists would
not embark their money unless they
had a prospect of a fair return, and it
was folly to haggle with then about
an unimportant difference when im-
portant interests were at stake. The
Jnited States Government held the

alternate sections, which were reserved
within the limits of railway land
grants at double the price of lands
outside the limits of railway grants,
and more distant for railway
communication. These lands were
denominated double minimum lands
and sold as readily at $2.50 per acre
as other land did at $1.25; and the
result of railway land grants, so far as
land sales were concerned, was that
Government had actually received as
much for its lands as it would have
been likely to have done if the whole
area had been sold at the ordinary
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Government prices. Now, in the North-
West, there were untold millions of
acres of land. They were told by the
hon. member for Northumberland that
this was the heritage of Canada, that
it had been bought by the people's
money; but, in its present shape. of
what value was this great wild, lone
land to us ? The question was how
that land should be utilized, and for
that purpose the Minister of the In-
terior had devised a Bill which, in its
conception was admirable, and which,
in his opinion, would, if carried out
attain the object of populating this vast
country. The Bill provided that these
roads were to receive ten sections to
the mile east of a certain point; twelve
sections to the mile west of that wpint;
and twenty sections to the mile in the
Peace River region. The maximum
rate but very slightly exceeded the
minimum of the United States railway
grants, and they must bear in mind
that, if railways were essential to the
opening up of Illinois, Iowa, and
Winsconsin, they were far more
essential to the opening up of the
territory on the upper waters of the
Saskatchewan or in tbe Peace River
region ; and Government could never
properly utilize that country or get
any adequate return for the money it
had expended without adopting a
policy of this kind. They had com-
mitted themselves to the building of a
trunk line through that country; were
they going to do that and make no
provision for feeders to bring traffic to
that line?

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: We
have a parallel line on each side of it.

Ma. CHARLTON said this Bill pro-
posed to open up railways in the
North-West, and the Government cared
not whether they ran east or west or
north or south; they would run in any
direction the wants of the country re-
quired. If it was necessary to con-
struct lines through the Peace River
valley, the Mackenzie valley, the
valley of the Saskatchewan, or any
other valley, these lines would be
built there, if the aid offered by the
Government proved a sufficient induce-
ment to capitalists to embark in these
various enterprises. They were told
by the hon. member for Northumber-

Ma. CRAULToN.

land that this was an iniquitous Bill;
that the Government were bartering
away the heritage and rights of the
people of this country. Why, under
this Bill, the Government were provid-
ing for the growth of Canada as a
nation; they were providing for peop-
Jing that vast region which now lay in
a state of nature, and -for developing
its resources. They had already lost
too much time in developing the
resources of Canada. Under the
administration of the hon, gentlemen
opposite, this country had remained
like a ship at anchor, without making
progress. While the population of the
United States had increased nearly
twenty-five per cent. in the last decade,
this country had increased only
about twelve per cent. during the
same period. The enorgies of this
country were arrested until the
hon. gentlemen went out of office, and
it now devolved upon the present Gov-
ernment to people and develope the
country with the utmost celerity. If
they were to increase the prosperity
of this Dominion, they must increase
the number of its inhabitants. In the
North-West, they had lands which
would give sufficient sustenance for
fifteen or twenty millions of people;
let them get inhabitants for it as soon
as possible. If they could pour 50,000
a year into it, those settlers would pay
into the coffers of this country, in the
shape of Customs duties, $250,000 per
annum, and the Government would
derive a far greater revenue this way
than from the sale of these lands. The
United States Government had never
accounted their public domain a great
source of wealth from proceeds of sales;
they deemed it of more importance to
get sett!ers on their lands than to gain
a paltry sum for the sale of them. le
held that the only policy te open up
and develope these large tracts of
country was a liberal railway policy;
and that, while it was proper to exer-
cise due caution, it would not be good
policy to postpone the building of
ines for the sake of saving a few hun-

dred acres to the mile. They could
not induce capitalists to embark in a
speculation of that kind unless they
offered liberal terms. He believed,
with the hon. member for Peter-
borough (Mr. Bertram), that it might
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be well for the Government to retain
in their hands the sale of these lands.
This Bill gave the Government that
power, and he thought it right that
this matter should be left in their
hands. There might be circumstances
where it would be impossible to make
an inflexible rule with regard to these
sales, and, therefore, it would be
better that the Government should
have the discretion which the Bill
gave. They were told these railway
claims were going to absorb the whole
of the North-West. Under no circum-
stances could they absorb more than
half of it, even were parallel lines to
run so close to each other that these
grants joined, for, in that case, even the
Government would still have each
alternate section. Should the immense
North-West become amply provided
with local railways under the pro-
visions of this Bill, so as to have
abundant railway facilities for the
country when it was all settled and
opened up, even then the land grants,
as provided by this Bill, would nGt
absorb one-quarter of the territory,
and they would leave the balance of
that do main worth infinitely more than
in its present position. Now, under
present circumstances, it was question-
able whether that portion of the
Canada Pacifie Railway, running from
the Red River to Lake Superior, would
have suflicient traffic to pay expenses.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Hear, hear.

MR. CHARLTON said the hon.
gentleman cried "hear, hoar." as if
this was not his policy. He (Mr.
Charlton) contended that, if they built
that main line, to the construction of
which the country was pledged by the
right hon. gentleman, they must adopt
a liberal policy for the purpose of
developing the country; they must
secure the construction of branch
hnes and feeders, and thon they wouldhave a sufficient amount of business
brought to the main line to make it
pay a dividend. If they were goin toconstruet a main line from the -d
River to Lake Superior, it was essen-tial to provide it with business andtraffic, which could only be done by thecofnstruction of laterl lines. He hopedhon. gentlemen would not look at this

9lâ

matter in any party light; he trusted
they would not oppose the policy in
order to gain a temporary advantage
over the Government; but that they
would view it from the broad stand-
point of our national interest; that
they would look, with statesmanlike
forethought, to what were the real
interests of Canada, and accord to this
measure the generous support which it
most certainly deserved.

MR. MASSON said lie took it that
the greatest penalty which could be
inflicted upon an Opposition was to
place them on the Treasury benches
fur a time. When the hon. member
for Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald)
was in power, it was with the greatest
difficulty that he passed his Pacifie
Railway Bill, owing to the obstacles
placed in the way by hon. gentlemen
opposite. The annexation of the North-
West Terri tory, which had taken place,
would have been entirely useless unless
they had such a railway. He stated
at the time that the annexation of the
territory of the North-West was useless
unless it were peopled, and the only
way to people it was to build railways ,
and they must build railways in ad-
vance, for they could not expect the
population to go in advance of the rail-
ways. These ideas were scorned and
laughed at by the gentlemen opposite,
but now they were in power, they
were compelled to repudiate what
they said then; they were obliged to
follow the hon. the First Minister
and vote as he commanded them. It
was said that the lands of the North-
West were not sufficient to build the
Pacifie Railway now that the country
was throatened with railways all over
that territory. He asked, how did the
gentlemen opposite meet the measure
proposed by the late Government,
and whether they considored their
present action consistent by the light
of the course they thon took? He
asked hon. gentlemen if again they
would obey the Prime Minister, and
submit to the lash upon their shoulders,
as they had so frequently done during
the past four years ? At the time the
Pacifie Railway Bill was introduced,
hon. members said these lands
were worthless, but now they
were in power, they said they had
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enough land to pay 90 per cent.
of the whole railroad. He sub-
mitted to them whether the grand
policy of the hon. member for
Kingston was not the proper policy.
His policy was to build the Pacifie
Railway with the lands and a very
small bubsidy of moiey. That was a
proper policy, a grand policy, a policy
adapted to a country like ours. The
Governnent were not prepared to build
the road with money, but their exten-
sive territory would enable them to
build it with the unoccupied lands.
That was not the policy of the hon.
gentlemen opposite. He remembered
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
savyi[ng that that policy was a bad one
which give away our lands that we
should keep, and build the railway
wit h money, giving the lands as free
grants to settlers. What was this
Goverranent doing to-day? By the
last section of this Bill they provided for
the sale of t hose lands, in order to throw
them into the hands of speculators. His
-hon. friend the right hon. member for
Kingston, when in power, had a great
diffieulty. There was no money to
build the read, but there was plenty of
lands. 1e found a company ready to
build it, on obtaining a grant of lands
.and an amount of money which the
Government proposed to raise by the
sale of its lands, at an upset price of
.2.50 per acre. His hon. friend opposite
rose against that policy, said it was a
policy which wouild stop immigration,
that no immigrant would pay that sum
for the land>. Yet, to-day, this Gov-
ernment offered to do what bis right
hon. friend had then proposed to do,
and which they had then so strongly
opposed. The hon. the Minister of the
Interior had stated that hon. members
on this side of the House might have
some objection to the law, that they
might object to the railway connection
with the United States. That was a
strange accusation to be cast on the
party led by his right hon. friend. The
hon, gentleman should, himself, re-
member that the Pacific Railway Bill
introduced by the right hon. member
for Kingston, had in it a provision to
build tbe Pembina Branch to connect
with the United States, wbich the
Government were building at the pre-
sent moment. But what the Conser.-

MR. MiSSoN.

vative party complained of was, the
great subserviency displayed by the
Government to American interests.
They objected to the mongrel system
of public works and water stretches,
which would drive immigration and
trade from our country to the United
States, and it was not proper that the
trade of this country should go by the
United States. This was the only
objection mado to the ideas of the hon.
gentleman. The hon. member for
Marquette wished to bave lands else-
where distributed to the railway if
none could be found on the route. He
(Mr. Masson) was very mach afraid
of that policy. He remembered the
time when the hon. gentleman had
said there were not, in the North-
West Territory, more than 50,00
to 60,000 acres fit to be given
to the Railway Company. Was it not
rather cruel on the part of the hon.
member to advise the Government to
take lands outside the roads they were
to build, outside the land which, roally,
belonged to the Pacific Railway, in
order to build thoso branch lines?
The hon. member, thereby, placed the
Government under the obligation to
say they had been really mistaken.
They had made too gloomy a picture
of the country they had acquired, and
were obliged, to-day, to abandon their
previous policy. This country must
have the Pacifie Railway, and would
have it, despite the ill-will of the hon.
gentlemen opposite. It could only be
had by building the railway with our
lands, and in no other way. The Gov-
ernment would never be justified in
taking any lands which were neces-
sary to build the Pacific Railway, and
to give them to another line of rail-
way. The Bill gave too mach power
to the Government; it gave them the
power to deal with ail the lands in the
North-West Territories as they chose,
to give them to any company they
pleased. Why not do as was ordinarily
done-allow the incorporation of com-
panies in that country, and let them
come to Parliament to obtain grants of
money, and not give them an indemnity
nefore obtaining the consent of Parlia-
ment. He had no objection to the plan
of the hon. member for Marquette.
He thought the Government should
enquire closely into that subject and
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soe whether it would not be proper to
subsidise a company to build a railway
south of Lake Manitoba, and no hon.
member on bis side of the House
would vote against giving a fair sub-
sidy in money and land to such com-
pany, and thereby aid in the settlement
of Manitoba. But there was a great
distinction in allowing the Government
to grant a subsidy to a line which had
received the approval of Parliament,
and the power of granting lands to
any company they chose. But, it
was possible, after all, that this land
subsidy was only a preten ce, that, on
the whole, the Government would,
eventually, be induced, under pressure
-perhaps political pressure--to change
the nature of the grant, and transform
that land grant into a money grant,
and, consequently, the r'»ads advocated
by some of their friends would really
be built by money out of the
Dominion. This would be the
result of the whole poliey. Not
having enough money to build our own
Pacifie Railway, this House could not
consent to the Government selling lands
in order to build any railway which
would delay the building of the Pacifie
road. The hon. member for North
Norfolk seemed to forget the 18th clause
which read :-

" No compa-ny shall be incorporated under
the provisions of this Act for the construc-
tion of any Railway having the saime general
direction as the Canada Pacific Railway or
any branch thereof, at a nearer mean dis-
tance than forty miles."

If the Government wished to make
the House believe that they did not
intend going on with the Pacifie Rail-
way, they could not have taken a bet-
ter means of doing so than by insert-
ing this clause. The idea of granting
h company power to run a railroad
parallel to our line for three or four
bundred miles, within forty miles
mOan distance of it, was really pre-
pOsterous. It appeared as if the Gov-
ernmont wantod those companies to
complete the Pacifie Railway instead
of building it themselves. There would
be no use building the Pacifie Railwayif a company would be allowed to run
their line forty miles distant from the
line of the proposed Pacifie Railway.
The hon. member for Marquette

thought the distance too large ; lie (Mr.
Masson) did not think it large enough.
No line should bc built at a dhtaiice
from the Pacifie Railway which would
interfere with the traffie of that road.
A distance of forty miles was only
twenty miles on each side of the road,
which was a great deal too near. He
did not believe this Bill was a proper
one. It gave too much power to the
Government, and would stop the con-
struction of the Pacifie Railway.
This Bill was the greatest condemna-
tion which the hon. gentlemen
could cast upon themselves; it proved
that they had deceived the country
when they had stated that the lands
were not worth enough to build the
railway.

Mu. SMIT I (Selkirk) said he could
fnot at all agree with the hon.
member for Terrebonne. The bon.
gentleman had spoken of the
proposition of the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston as being one and
the same with tbat of the how. the
Minister of the Interior. It was very
true that the Pacifie Railway Bill of
the former Premier contemplated a
land grant out of which the railway
was to be built. But it must be re-
inembered that the Conditions were
altogether different. That railway was
to be extended from Ontario to British
Columbia. It was to pass throagh what,
certainly, was a wilderness, what was
admitted on all hands to be a wdIder-
ness, and it was very certain tiat a
grant on that portion of the lteritory
north of Lake Superior would never be
of any value to any eompany in the
prosecution of the work, so far as get-
ting money for the land was concerned.
Wha't was proposed by the hon. the
Minister of the Interior? It was pro-
posed to give a land grant for coloniza-
tion roads which were to be built
within that portion of the territory.
There were, already, settlemonts in
Manitoba extending up as far as Little
Saskatchewan, or one hundred miles
beyond. The subsidy proposed was
land to the extent mentioned in the Bill,
or money up to $10,000, which would
be sufficient to meet some 80 per cent.
or 90 per cent. of the cost of the rail-
way. Certainly, if they were to build
railways through this country, they
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could find lands of equal value to those
within the fertile belt. So that the
conditions were en tirely different.
With regard to the distance of forty
miles, it must be between the branch
of the Northern Pacifie and that of any
other rail way passing in the same direc-
tion, and certainly the provision was a
good one. At the same time,he would,
certainly, not shut out the interven-
ing country from the advantage
of the railway. He thought the
hon. the Minister of the Interior, in a
telegram which ho had sent to the
people of Winnipeg, a short tirne ago,
correcting a misapprebension on their
part that they would be blocked out
altogether from having a railway,
mentioned that those who had received
lands south of Lake Manitoba, would
be required to pay, according to thoir
lands, $2 or $2.50 per acre for land
on the line of the railway. He
thought the hon. the Minister of
the Interior might go further than
this, and, also, give a subsidy to any
railway running in the central por-
tion, where lands, in large quantities,
could not be lound on the line of the
railway, by taking a certain quantity
of land out of the other portions of the
fertile belt. On the whole, he thought
that, with some amendments to the
Bill in Committee, it would enable
railways to be built, passing through
the best part of the country, and be a
very great benefit to settlers. The
hon. member for Terrebonne had said
that forty miles would be too short a
distance. There was a line running
near the Red River and another line
running from 30 to 50 miles distant
from that road, and also along the Red
River, and both of those lines, even at
the present time, were paying very
well, notwithstanding the fact thatthe
country was not fullysettled. He saw
no reason why the same results should
not be obtained in Manitoba and the
North- West, where the conditions were
equaliy favourable, and where the
land was equally fertile with any in
Minnesota or in any other part of the
continent. With some trifling amend.
ments, which might be made in Com-
mittee, the Bill might berendered very
beneficial to the people of tho North-
West, as well as to the Dominion at
large.

Ma. SMITH.

MR. POPE (Compton) said the Bill
appeared to be one giving extraordi-
nary powers. Any number of men
complying with the provisions, and
paying 10 per cent. to the Govern-
ment, would have the right to build
railways, if they wero 40 miles distant
from each other. le had been,
hitherto, and was now, a strong advo-
cate for building a railway through
that country. It would tax the powers
of the Dominion to their full extent to
build the one railway provided for
under the agreement entered into with
British Columbia and Manitoba, and
their first efforts must be given to
carrying out those agreements. The
construction of a Pacifie Railway was
p art of the agreement of the Union of
British Columbia w:th Canada, and the
country was bound, before entering
into any large engagement or making
any other disposition of public lands
in the North-West, to carry out that
engagement. The power to build
railways to any extent, provided they
were 40 miles from each other, was
one which should not bo placed in the
hands of any people without the con-
sent of the Government being obtained
to each scheme, and lie did not obse ive
that they retained any authority in
the Bill. If parties deposited five or
ten per cent. on tho cost, nine-tentlis
of the money would come from the
Dominion Government, either in cash
or in bonds. It was improper that the
Government should thus place at the
disposal of any number of parties a
large portion of the public domain, es-
pecially did ho think so when he
remembered that, as soon as the late
(overnment proposed to appropriate
a large quantity of public land for the
purpose of building a railway through
that country, hon. gentlemen opposite
raised a howl through the Dominion,
and, night after night, in the House,
declared that they were about to pre-
vent immigrants going in, and wore
placing the country in the hands of
speculators. He could well under-
stand that, if the Government were
about to build the Pacific Railway-
and he hoped they were, for its cofl-
struction was in the interests of the
country-that assistance should be
given in the shape of public lands;
but, he could not understand why,
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under the present Bill, Parliament
should be deprived of the right of con-
sidering each charter, and deciding
what subsidy should be granted to
each road. It was impossible to un-
derstand why a different policy should
be adopted for the North-West in that
regard than that which had been found
quite satisfactory in the old Provinces.
The hon. member for Selkirk (Mr.
Smith) had said this was a different
question from that of the Pacifie Rail-
way, for the latter road would pass
through a country wherc the land was
comparatively worthless. U ndoubt-
edly that was truc, to a certain extent,
but the hon. member had forgotten
that the land subsidy, under the old
Act, could be given in sections where
it was fertile.

MR. SMITH (Selkirk) said it would
be impossible to find the necessary
quantity of good land near the PaPcific
Railway.

Mit. POPE (Compton) said he
agreed it might be impossible to find
it in close proximity to the railway;
but it could be taken anywhere in the
fertile belt and where the land was
good, and the argument of the hon.
gentleman, therefore, consequently, fell
to the ground. The hon. member for
Norfolk had said he could build a rail-
way from -Red River to Lake Superior,
and would pay the cost in money. He
(Mr. Pope) tavoured the payment of
the cost in money, if itwere necessary,
but that was no reason why they
should throw away the public- land
instead of endeavouring to recoup
themselves from its sale. That was
the policy of the late Governmont,
which declared to the flouse and the
country that they were about to give
830,000,000 and 50,000,000 acres of
land towards the construction of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway, but reserved
every alternate block, so that these
lands, when sold, would recoup the
Government for the money payment.
lon. gentlemen opposite, however,
declared that the Government would
never be able to sell the land, that
settlers would be prevented from going
into the country, that the public lands
would be placed in the hands of specu.lators, that the railway would cost
4200,00000 and that S30,000,000

would only commence it. He was,
however, anxious to see the North-
West settled, and it was necessary that
we should have an additional popula-
tion to aid in sharing the public bur-
dens, of which they had no reason to
complain. The money had been ex-
pended in legitimate works, not in
war; the country had received value
for every dollar spent in public works
and improvements and in the purchase
of the North-West torritory, and he was
not afraid or ashamed of the debt of
the Dominion. When the debt came
to be paid, he hoped Canada would have
a population of 50,000,000 instead of
4,000,000, and that the immigration
would be such that the burdens, though
beavy, would be diminished per capita.
While it was important that the
country should be settled, it was also
necessary that railways should be con-
structed, for when it cost one-half the
value of wheat to convey it to a mar-
ket, the settlernent of the country
could not be expected to progress.
Hence the whole power of the Govern-
ment should be directed to the building
of one line into the North-West
country. It was idle to talk of send-
ing settlers into that region unless
facilities were provided for getting
their produce to market. In the pre-
sent position of settlement in the North-
West, it was difficult for farmers to do
well. He quite agreed with the
opinion expressed that the North-West
could not progress except railway
communication was afforded. Thq.
American people did not commence by
building railways in every direction,
but ran a railway from the great
centres of New England into the
western country, and afterweds
developed the territory by running
other lines throught it. Tnder the
present Bill, it seemed as if we were
eginning at the other end, and pro-

posing to build several lines instead of
pushing one line through the country.
It might, however, subsequently ap-
pear that the hon. the Premier would
submit a scheme by which he would
push through a main line as rapidly as
possible, and when ho submitted a
feasible scheme of that kind, and one
within the resources of the country,
he would be glad to give the hon. gen-
tlenian his assistance and vote.
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MR. MACKENZIE: I am afraid the
hon. gentleman will say, like a certain
sour Scotchman, that ho was open to
conviction, but he would like to see
the man who could convince him.

MR. POPE (Compton) said he was a
little sceptical in regard to the hon.
Minister proposing a very good
scheme, but still be entertained some
hope, for they were educating him to
a proper sense of bis duty.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said ho was
glad hon. members opposite were
willing to assume the role of educa-
tors, and there was no position
in which they could so well
follow the role they wished to play as
educators of public opinion, as to re-
main on the Opposition benches. If
they were, howtver, to be schoolmas-
ters, they must be patient, and must
not get excited, for the role required
some degree of abstinence on the part
of those playing it, in order to be
fraught with good results. It was a
very easy matter for bon. gentlemen
opposite to criticize the Bill. They,
like all great men of great intellect,
great experience and great powers,
were not tolerant towards those
wbo, compared with themselves,
were intellectual pigmies. It had
been said that the Bill was undigested;
but it was not every one who possessed
the faculiy of hon. gentlemen opposite
for drawing Bills. It had been alleged
that the Bills drawn by the Govern-
ment were crude, and little thought
had been bestowed upon them, and
that it appeared to be necessary that
some vigorous and powerful intellect
should take hold of them; but let the
patent educators continue patient, and,
perhaps, the power of thought and
expression might be developed on the
Ministerial side of the louse, and the
advantages accruing from the life of
the schoolmaster, which they were
leading, would become more apparent
in a little while.* 4 Speaking of the
merits of the Bill now before the
House, it appeared to him that the
hon. member for Compton (Mr. Pope)
had made as good a speech in the
interest of the measure of the Minister
of the Interior as ho need require.
That bon. member at one time occu-
pid a position in the country which

Mi. Poz.

bad aided to educate bis mind on the
question of immigration and the
development and expansion of the coun-
try which they all hoped was in store
for it. The hon. gentleman had pic-
tured the future of the North-West
and its development, which could only
result by people going into the coun-
try; but he recommended that they
should not be thrown in too quickly,
and that the energies of the Deminion
sbould not be wasted in building side
lines. So, because it had been suggested
that the hon. the Minister of the In-
terior was becoming a little educated,
he having come to have more faith,
they were not willing to make con-
verts. The schoolmasters should be
satisfied, as they on the Ministerial
benches were during twenty years,
to sec their principles grow, al-
though administered by those in
whon they had not confidence.
It appeared that the people who
should settle on one or the other side
of the Pacifie Railway were to have
no such facilities until this road was con-
structed, and yet, because bis hon. friend
the Miiiister of the Interior showed a
disposition, not only to afford facilities
to those who were thero, but also
temptations for those who ight be
brought to come there, the hon. mem-
ber for Compton said that bis hon.
friend (Mr. Mills) did not sincerely
desire to push on the building of the
Pacific Railway. Why did it follow
that because one road was to be built,
another must be discontinued ? There
could be nothing simpler than the pro-
visions >f this Bill. He was not going
to say whether it was well or ill
drawn. If it were il[ drawn, the coun-
try would have the advantage of the
experience of their schoolmasters,
who would have the opportunity in
Committee of licking it into shape
and of invoking Lindley Murray if
necessary, or the experience of bon.
gentlemen opposite in building Pacific
railways and developing North-West
Territories, if they found this to be
advantageous. What appeared to him
to be the advantage which was calcul-
ated to give effect to the views of his
hon. friend from Compton was this:
that it afforded opportunity to men
who were willing to invest their
capital in the faith which made them
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believe that the settlement of the coun-
try was to follow their endeavoure to
open up these lands, and it would
tempt them to carry their views into
effect and provide facilities for the ac-
commodation of the population which
they hoped to throw into the country.
The only objection made to it by
hon. gentlemen opposite was, that the
resources of the Dominion would be
wasted in attempting to develop this
country, this beautiful country, which
hon. gentlemen opposite told them they
had shown the supporters of the Gov-
ernment years ago, was 80 full of
promise, and so likely to add to the
resou-ces of the Dominion by its
development. lon. gentlemen op-
posite were also afraid thatthe Govern-
ment would divert the resources of the
country from the construction of the
Pacifie Railway, by developing this
country. Why, he did not think that
this sentiment should be pronounced
by any member of the House, not even
by the hon. member for Vancouver,
who was generally so patriotically dis-
posed in the direction of having the
money of the country applied for that
purpose. It did not foilow that, be-
cause half a million, or a million, or
fve millions or more were spent on
the one side in subduing the forest
and bringing the land into cultivation
and production, the country was
weakened with regard to its powers of
carrying out and accomplishing that
other and that great undertaking.
Let hon. gentlemen depend on the fact
that there could be no better system,
with regard to the North-West or any
country, for the development of its
resoulrces and the education of the
people up to the responsibilities of
citizenship, whether it were in the
enjoyment of a great produet for
their labour or in the exercise of their
rights, than throwing upon them
the responsibility of hel ping them-
selves. And what this Bill did, was to
afford to those who went into the
country, either with brawny arms or
capital, an opportunity simply oftrusting both in the investments they
had made and in their appreciation ofthe results which were likely to flow
from them; and, therefore, it threwUpon this young community there-
and the more it grew, the more power-

ful it would be-which they hoped to
see growing rapidly, the responsibility
of taking care of itself as it had
opportunity of doing so.

Ma. PLUMB said he had not bad an
opportunity that evening of hearing
the reasons why a Bill of this kind
had been introduced. It seemed to
him that its title ought to be cbanged.
It ought to be called a Bill to kill the
Pacifie Railway. If ever a measure
had been brought farward which had
upon its face, he would not say the
intention, but certainly the object of
killing that road and preventing it
from being built, this Bill was it.
In the first instance, it provided that
any association of men might form
companies to build railways in the
Province of Manitoba and the North-
West. They were required to subscribe
$12,000 a mile, and pay ten per
cent. of that subscription ; they then
were to have, as the road was con-
structed, 6,400 acres of land along its
route, up to the 102nd meridian. Be-
yond thatthey were to have 12 sections
a mile, which added 1,280 acres more;
and beyond that, for any lines con-
nected with the Pacifie Railway, and
extending to Peace River, they were
to have 20 sections a mile; and also,
after the first 25 miles of tbe road were
built, the land to which they were on-
titled was to be conveyed to them; and
for every ten miles beyond this, they
they were to be entitled to have the
land so reserved along nine miles
thereol conveyed to them. The Gov-
ernmont reserved the right and privi-
lege to give a bonus of $10,000 a mile
instead of the land; and ioads running
in the same general direction as the
Pacifie Railway were not to be built
within 40 miles of that road. It was
understood that the present direction
of the Pacific Railway would pass to
the north ; and most of the settled
land, at any rate, lay to the south of
this route. This scheme seemed to
him like one which would take away
from the Government the best induce-
ment that the Dominion had to hold
out to contractors to build the main
line. It was putting into the hands of
those who were building railways under
this scheme the best of the land. There
was no doubt that the gentlemen who
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would undertake -to build railways
under this Bill, would see to it that
they laid out their linos in the most
fertile sections of the North-West.
They would take the best lands which
the Government could now hold out as
inducements to contractors to build
other sections of the Pacifiu Railway
which had not these advantages. These
lands were the capital for the building
of this road. The Opposition had al-
wavs insisted that the lands of the
North-West were the means by which
the great highway would be con-
structed. This seemed to be a Bill to
provide for parting with this capital.
He could look upon it in no other light;
and he thought that, the more it was
examined, the more would those who
were really interested in it and who
were paying attention to these matters,
see that, whatever might have been the
motive for bringing it in, certainly the
result would be that the best lands
would go to those railway schemes, if
they were feasible at all. At any rate,
the Bill intended that this should be
<ione ; and they would then be
deprived of the means of building
the Pacifie Railway proper. The
great inducement for the building of it
through other parts of the country
where the lands were less valuable,
would be, of course, the land grants
which would be given to the contrac-
tors. There would be great objection to
giving out contracts for sections of the
railway through the best lands without
at the sane time providing for the
construction of the other parts, for they
would be more difficult to build, and
there m ould be less inducement to offer
to contractors. The Government had
already undertaken a very large and
important portion of the line between
Reôd River and Kaministiquia. Part of
this line was unfinished. They had
already undertaken to pay a very large
sum of money for this line, and it
seemed very hard, in view of this line
being constructed, that a scheme should
now be brought forward which-if it
meant anything- would take away the
business from this line; for it was not
pretended, and it could not be pre-
tended, that these linos would be feed-
ers to the main une of the Pacific Rail-
way. If they were to be built, as he
supposed they would be, in the south-

MR. PLUMB.

ern part of Manitoba, far below the
Pacifie Railway, they would form
feeders to the American lines with
which they would communicate, or
with the branch line to Pembina. That
was one difficulty, and it stared them
in the face; it was a very great one,
and it regarded the roads to be con-
structed which would take the produce
of that country across the American
frontier, and on which an enormous
duty was levied. This duty would have
to be paid. The settlers must ship their
grain along the line of these roads,
which must necessarily tend to the
American frontier; and when it
arrived there, whether willing or
not, they would be obliged to
pay the large impost which the
American Customs levied on Cana-
dian produce. He had no doubt that
this objection did not occur to the hon.
the Minister of the Interior when
framing this Bill. The hon. gentleman
on all occasions and under all circum-
stances insisted that the consumer paid
the duty; and that, even under these
obvious circumstances, sending pro-
duce across the American frontier, and
the obvious condition of the farmer,
who was endeavouring to find a mar-
ket by crossing the line, the consumer
paid the duty upon the grain. Of
course, to carry out the hon. gentle-
man's argument-and it meant noth-
ing unless it was carried out to its full
extent-the farmer in Manitoba, lying
alongside of the grainfields of Min-
nesota, sent his grain across the line,
and the consumer absolutely paid 20û.
per bushel for the sake of getting it
there, when he could get wheat on his
own side of the border for the same
price without paying the 20c. duty.
This was the argument which the hon.
gentleman advanced respecting the
tax on the farmer's produce; and,
therefore, he had no doubt that, in
framing this Bill, the bon. gentleman
would not see the objection. They
were told by the hon. member for
North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) that the
American system cf land grants for
the building of railways had been
generally adopted in the West. There
could be no doubt about thisor'the ques
tion that the population followod the
construction of railroads in the West-
ern States ; but it was well known
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that nearly all the best lands of the
West had been, by means of railway
charters, absorbed and monopolized by
rings of railway contractors and specu.
lators. He believed that this Bill
would establish the same condition of
things in the North-West Territories
and in Manitoba. He objected, upon
principle, to the building of railways
by contractors. He considered that
roads placed in the hands of contrac.
tors to be built were imperfectly built.
They were not well constructed and
they were not such roads as we
wanted in this country. He could
also say that, by this scheme, iii view
ofthe present price of iron and labour,
the bonus that would be paid by the
Government would nearly build these
roads, and give them, free of cost, to
the contractors who were fortunate
enough to go there to build them. The
great objection to the whole project, as
he viewed it, was, that it would indefi-
nitely postpone the building of
the great line of the Pacific
Railway, and would, in so far as that
was concerned, prevont as from car-
rying out the pxedges which this
country had made, and the engage-
ments we were under for the con-
struction of the line across the conti-
nert as rapidly as was consistent with
a non-increase of the burdens of the
people by taxation. The Bill would take
away the very means and capital that
ought to have been employed for that
purpose. They had already seen that
there was a half-hearted policy
adopted respecting the construction
of this railway. The hon. Minister
who had brought in this Bill had de-
clared that he was iot in favour of
pledging the country to that work.
The hon. gentleman was made to say-
and he presurned that this was authen-
tie-that " ht, was opposed to the
Policy of constructing a continuons
railway to the Pacific as wholly be-
yond the resources of the country."
And the hol]. gentleman, by this Bill,took away from the country its main
resource for the purpose of carrying
out tiat policy. The Pacifie Railwaypolicy of the Government did not seem
to have been a success. Every Ses-
sion some new plan was offered, and
some rew scheme was devisod fors construction, so far as the

Government had ventured to go.
into the building of it at all. In the
first instance they had the idea
of using the magnificent water-
stretches. We were to go to
Lake Shebandowan, and from there
to reach the line of the Dawson route,
and then to go out to the North-West
Angle, and from there to Red River.
This scbeme was abandoned, and the
following year they heard that the
road was to extend to the Lac des
Mille Lacs and Port Savanne ; but it
was not intcnded, they were told by
the Government, that the road was to
terminate there for a number of years.
A line was to be built from Red River
this way, and to extend to Rat Port-
age, and it was to terminate there;
and, in the meantime, they were in-
formed that they would utilize the
route from theie by way of the lakes
and rivers, and this at very little ex-
pense between those two points. But,
singular as it might seem, the line did
not stop at Port Savanne.

MR. MACKENZIE: Would it not
be convenient to postpone this discus-
sion until we come to that subjeet ?

MR. PLUMB said he thought that
this discussion was pertinent to this
scheme. If it meant anything, it
meant a change of the railway policy
of the Government in respect to the
North-West ; that the lands which
were to be appropriated to the build-
ing of the Pacific Railway were to be
diverted from that purpose and put in
the hands of railway speculators, who
were to build colonization roads in
Manitoba aud the North-West ; that
the main line of the Pacifie was to be
indefinitely postponed ; and that, in-
stead of the Goveinment leaving these
lands for the benefit of settlers, it
was intended to place then i n the hauds
of rail way contr ctors and buildèrs;
and the people who wanted ta go to
Manitoba and settle would have to
treat with the men who owned the
lands along the lines of railway.
This was what the Bi1l meant, if it
meant anything. The settlement of a
country like AManitoba must follow the
lines of railway, when the portion now
settled was left behind. The very
instant that railways were built, those
who came to settle would seek these
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ines and settle near them; and the
railway contractors who would own
these lands would either get their own
price out of the settlers, or the Gov-
ernment would pay the former a sub-
sidy of 810,000 a mile, which, with 10
per cent. of the capital paid
in would be almost sufficient,
with the present price of iron and
material, to build the roads, thus giv-
ing them to these companies for noth-
ing. He could watch the eagerness
and interest with which this legislation
was looked upon by those who were
ready to pounce upon these lands un-
der these railway schemes; and no doubt
there were people now waiting to see
what success this Bill would meet, in
order to lay out lines on the very best
lands in Manitoba. He could understand
too, how this would utterly destroy
any hope they had of carrying the
other line through the country and of
securng, as was necessary to ensure
the existence of the Dominion as a
whole, the final completion of this
great line between the Lakes and the
Pacific Ocean, which would tax all the
resources of our people, and which
would require everything we had in
the way of lands in order to facilitate
its construction. He could see that this
scheme was to delay the building of
the main line and to prevent its being
carried out; and he h.elieved that the
more this matter was discussed, the
more cleai-ly would t his result be appa-
rent o 1he members of the House. fie
had no doubt the Government had the
power to pass the Bill; in fct, with the
majoritv they had to back them, they
could ca-r-y anything through the
Ilouse. He thought it was the duty
of every hon. gentleman who desired
the success of the original Pacific Rail-
way seheme to lift up bis voice against
thiH measure, which would murder and
strangle it, if the House did not refuse
to become a party thereto. The
measure was one open to many objec-
tions, and, if passed, would have
exactly the resuit predicted by hon.
members of the Opposition.

Mu. TROW said he had hitherto
been under the impression that the
Bill would commend itself to every
member of the House. The hon.
member for Northumberland had

MR. PLUMB.

shown his total ignorance c.f the mat-
ter when he stated that the disposi.
tion of these lands to railway cou,
panies would absorb all the land in the
North-West. If the hon. gentleman
took a walk to the western block of
the buildings, and looked at the great
map there, he would find that there
were over 180,000,000 acres of arable
land in the North-West Territories.
The railway companies would not
absorb more than from 12,000.000
to 13,000,000 out of the 180,000,000
acres fit for cultivation. He knew of no
country which required railway com-
munication more than Manitoba and
the North-West. Feeders were re-
quired in every direction to intersect
the arable lands, which extended for
thousands of miles, and the moment
that companies undertook to construct
railways, a tide of immigration would
set in. Companies of that description
had done more for the Western States
of Amterica than all the emigration
agents the Government could have en-
gaged. These railway companies had
now thousands of agents in Europe,
and it behoved the Government, if
they wished to attract from Europe
the surplus population going to Aus-
tral ia, to take advantage of the present
opportunity. Now was the time to
people those fertile prairies so easily
cultivated. The State of Minnesota
which, twenty years ago, contained
only a handful of inhabitants, nowpos-
sessed a population of at least two-
thirds of a million. The lands in
our North-West Territory, are more
arable, and better adapted for farmiing
purposes than Minnesota. That great
country was not a mere strip of land,
and feeders were required in every
direction. He would have great plea-
sure in recording bis vote for
the Bill which was precisely what
was needed. No company or corpora-
tion would undertake to build a
railroad in a country unless they
had some encouragement, and no
better encouragement couldi be givenf
than grants of land which would in-
crease in value the moment the rail way
was in running order. Immigration
would at once set in from the United
States, because they had got to the
limit of their arable land in the Eastern
States, where, moreover, manufactures
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-were depressed. With such encourage-
ment held out by this Government,
thousands, and tens of thousands. of

people would flock to that grand terri-
tory from the United States.

MR. SCHULTZ said that nothing
which fell from the hon. Minister in
introducing this Bill could fail to be
grateful to the ears of anyone trom
Manitoba. The hopeful prediction of
an inrease in our population from four
millions to forty millions in the near
future, and his geieral estimate of the
country, was to be attributed to bis
visit to the country last 'summer.
Seeing was believing; and there could
be no doubt, from the utterances of the
Minister on the present occasion, but
that he had corne back deeply im-
pressed, not only with the resources of
the country, but with the necessity of
their immediate development. Seeing
that this was the case, it was all the
more to be regretted that he bad not
succeeded in imbuing his colleagues
with the same hopeful estimate of the
resources and future of the North-
West. That they had not been so
convinced was shown by the Esti-
mates for the expenditure of this year.
If his hon. friend the Minister of
Finance had believed this, we would
not have found the amount to be ex-
pended on immigration eut down so as
to almost completely shut off the
possibility of European immigration ;
and if the Premier had at all shared
his conviction, we would have found
sote effort made to place under con-
tract the 180 miles, or " missing
link," between Lac des Mille Lacs
and Rat Portage. Till some vigour
was infused into the effort to connecG
Manitoba direct with Thunder Bay,the people of the North-West would be
loath to believe that such a Bill as the
present One was likely to be a panacea
for ail their grievances. It was quite
true that the route through the United
States might be made to relieve the
present situation somewhat, but not if,

sumour had it, a lease of the
Pembina Branch for a term of years was
contemplated to parties connected withthe notorious Kittson Red River line.To do this was simply to create a
lflonopoly on land instead of the
monopoly by water, which now ex-

isted, and to throttle the best in terests
of the Province. le elared, fi-om the
reported utterances of a Miuister of
the Crown in the other branch of the
Legislature, that there was little hope
of through connection by the main
line of the Canada Pacifie with Thun-
der Bay for five or six years to corne,
as he was reported to have said that it
was the intention of the Government
to give the building of the 180 miles to
some company which would undertake
it. What Manitoba and the -North-
West wanted first was an outlet, then
new roads ; and, if the Government
would aid local roads to meet the
requirements of the Province, and
push the main line of the Canada
Pacifie eastward, people would be
satisfied. The Bill introduced by the
hon. Minister, he would, Of course,
support, thatwas, if the 28th clause was
amended in the direction indicated by
the hon. member for Marquette. With-
out that change, the Bill would be
inoperative, as far as Manitoba's
interests were concerned; and, he
trusted, generally, that when the
Premier brought down bis Pacißle Rail-
way policy, it would be found that he
had girven up his reckless,useless expen-
diture on the Fort Frances Canal, and
would devote that money and other
funds that could be applied, to the com-
pletion of the through route from
Manitoba to Lake Superior.

MR. ROSS (Middlesex) said he was
surprised that hon. gentlemen opposite,
who had so long claimed to be the
party ofunion and progress, should now
offer such opposition to the proposals
of the Minister of the Interior. Those
hon. gentlemen claimed in the House
and elsewhere all the credit for bring-
about the federation scheme. They
said it was originated by their wisdom,
by their statesmanship it was de-
veloped and matured until the various
Provinces were united, as at presen t.
Now, however, when a scheme was
proposed for the co)lonization, the set-
tiement and the development of one of
the Provinces of this Dominion, they
placed obstacles in the way, questioned
the bonafides of the scheme, and, in
various ways, attempted to throw dis-
credit ou the plans of hou. gentle-
men on the Governmont side for the
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development of the material resources
of the ecuntrv. He was still more sur-
prised to tind his hon. friend from
Niagara so exceedingly loud in his de-
nunciation of t Le present scheme. That
hon. gentleman came from a country
whose common motto was, " no pent-
up Utica contracts our bounds." One
would have supposed that he would have
inherited more or less of that spirit of
enterprise which prevailed on tho
other side of the line. Here, how-
ever, when a scheme for the develop-
ment of a large tract of country was
under consideration, hedid not, by any
means, act up to such a motto, nor
view the question from such a stand-
point. To build that railway was a
foregone conclusion; the faith of the
Dominion was pledged to it. It
was the will and wish of every
hon. member in this House, that
that road should be built, and, as
quickly as the resources of the country
would permit; and it was necessary
that the lands through which it would
pass should be as thickly populated as
possible. Now, if there was one thing
more than another calculated to give
this population,it was a liberal system of
railways. The hon. gentleman forgot
that a number of railways would all
contribute to the success of each other.
For instance, in the Province of On-
tario they had two large railways, the
Grand Trunk and the Great West-
ern. lad it contributed to their
destruction to have railways through-
out every part of the Province ? Did
the bon. gentleman not know that the
greater the number of tributary lines
and feeders a railway had, the greater
would be the area drained for its traffic,
and the greater the amount of business
done. If they could drain the North-
West by colonization railways, they
would merely be constructing tribu-
taries to the Pacific road, and helping
the Dominion over any loss that might
accrue from running that railway. His
hon. friend forgot the vast area
of the North-West. His knowledge
of literary matters or the short-
comings of hon. members on the
Government side was infinite,
but his imagination was very
limited and contracted when he came
to consider the great area of the North-
West. The territory of the Saskatche-

y£. Rosa

wan was three times as large as the
Province of Ontario. Would the hon.
gentleman say that two or three, or a
dozen lines of railway through the Sas-
katchewan country would tend to the de-
struction of the Pacific Railway? But
the hon. gentleman went further. He
said that, after this development, the
trade would go to the south and the
Pacific Railway would not get that
trade. le was at fault again, for the
natural current of the trade was in
almost a contrary direction. The
shortest lire towards the water was
always taken, other things being
equal. The line would be more than
four hundred miles shorter than any
line to the south; and this fact alone
would secure for our Pacific Railway
any trade that might be developed by
any lines built in the North-West. ft
was also said that these rail ways which
might be added were purely local
railways, and a comparison was at-
tempted to be drawn between these
and the Pacific Railway. The two
schemes were entirely different: the
one was a local railway for the purpose
of colonization, and the other was a
national railway for national purposes
They were told that the line of policy
now proposed in the resolution before
the House was precisely the same
as that adopted by hon. gentlemen op-
posite at the time the charter of the

acific Railway was passed in the
House, and that it was then opposed
by the Liberal party. He did not
quite understand the charge made by
hon. gentlemen, but he did not suppose
that it courd be substantiated. If they
investigated the subject carefully they
would find whether this statement had
any foundation in fact. He failed to
find, by any amendment or resolutiol,
any objection to the appropriation of
land for the Pacific Railway in the
objections raised and the amendments
proposed by the Liberal party at that
time. They were not opposed to the
granting of the land, but to the mode
in whieh it was to be granted, and
also some other provisions of the Paci-
fie Railway charter. The first resolu-
tion moved in amendment was by Mr.
Mackenzie, and was in these words:

" That the route to be adopted for the
Pacifie Railway shall be subject to the aP
proval of Parliament, so as not to leave at
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the discretion of the Governor in Council,
the final determination of the location of a
railway, towards the building of which it is

roposed to give $30,00ti,000 of the public
tund and 50,000,000 acres of the public
lands."

There was no objection here to the
appropriation of land, but there was
an objection to the lne being located
by the Governor in Council. The next
resolution in amendment was proposed
by the bon. the present First Minister,
and in this objection was taken to
the scheme because the contracts
for the construction of the road
were to be approved by the Governor
in Council and not submitted to Parlia-
ment. The next resolution, proposed
by Mr. Young, was with regard to the
disposition of the fifty million acres of
land ; and in this, objection was not
taken to the appropriation, but to the
mode of disposing of these lands. Later
on, when the iill was before the
House, there were verious objections
taken. One was with regard to the
eastern terminus, and another, moved
by Mr. Mackenzie, seconded by Mr.
Dorion, was referred to the alternate
lands held by tho Government, and the
provision made for disposing of those
lands. When the Pacific Railway
Bill was before the House, it was held
by the hon. gentleman now leading
the House that it would be but fair
that the unoccupied or alternate lands
held by the Government should be
disposed of as the Government chose,
without reference to the company
building the line. He (Mr. Ross) con-
sidered this in itself-.was a sufficient
guarantee to the people of this coun-
try that these lands would be disposed
of in such a way as would best secure
the settlement of the country. He
had shown that the policy of the hon.
gentlemen on his side of the House,
as regarded the appropriation of lands,
was what it had always been. This
was the Liberal policy, a policy which
held that, whatever this country pos-
sessed, whether money or territory,
should be made subservient, not to aCOtnpany or to individuals, but to the
great interests and wants of the coun-
try. Ris hon. friend the member forNorthumberland (Mr. Mitohell) seemed
to think these western lands were the
particular property of the Maritime

Provinces. They were not, however, the
property of any Province; they were
the patrimony of the people of this
Dominion, and it was the duty of Par-
liament to use these lands for whatever
purpose would tend to the develop-
ment of the country. If they re-
ferred to the policy of the United
States, they would find that, since
1852, 186,000,000 acres of land
had been given by the American G-ov-
ernment for the construction of various
railways, and the result of that was,
perhaps, more largely than anything
else, to develop and settle the United
States. If they had stopped in 1820,
and had not adopted this policy, instead
of a population of 45,000,000 they
would have had one under 30,000,000.
Now, we had the same opportuiity
as the Americans had possessed, of
disposing of our lands for the purpose
of encouraging immigration, for the
purpose of bringing to this country a
consuming population that would add
materially, not only to its resources,
but contribute to its revenue and give
that return to which we were entitled.
His hon. friend from South Perth (Mr.
Trow),who had explored a considerable
part of this vast territory at his own ex-
pense, told them the population of that
country was very sparse. But what
would be the effect of the railways ?
What had been the effect of building
railways in Ontario and the Western
States? The green ridges of the Indiana
line fetched 813.98; on the Burlington
and Missouri, land sold for $11.'0; on
the Illinois Central, $11.40; the Chi-
cago, Rock Island, and Pacifie, $7.53.
The prices in the Western States varied
from $4.15 to $13.98, the average price
being $7.04 on the whole extent otland
held by railway companies and the Gov-
ernment. This large tract of territory
in the North-West belongi ng to Canada,
capable of sustaining twenty-eight mil-
lions of population, was lying waste;
and hon. gentlemen opposite must
know these lands would, for all time to
come, be valueless and useless, except
as preserves for the buffalo, unle8s
dissected by railroads ; and the
Pacifie Railway would be an intolerable
barden to the country unless they
threw in a population which would
create a trade for the maintenance of
that railway. He thought the Bill was
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one for wh ich the Government deserved
particular credit, and he trusted the
oppostion to it would be just as feeble
and futile as that already presented by
the lon. member for Niagara (Mr.
Plumb).

MR. WALLACE said he remembered
when the building of the Pacifie Rail-
way was characterized as the mad
schemu of a mad Government, and
when hon. gentlemen opposite con-
tended that the resources of this
country werc inadequate to the build-
ing of such a great road. He was
pleased to find that they had changed
their opinion, and that they now con-
sidered the resources of the country,
not only adequate for the building of
the Pacifie Railway, but amply suffi-
cient for building hundreds or thou-
sands of miles of railway besides.
They thon decried the resources of
this country; but, now that they were
in office, they looked upon everything
with a different eye, and believed the
country was able to accomplish any
undertaking, no matter how grand.
He was opposed to the principle
of this Bill for two reasons. First,
ho did not believe that it was in the
interest of this country that we should
create railway monopolies. He be-
lieved that railways were the high-
ways of commerce, and that they
should be owned and run by the
Government in the interests of com-
merce. -He thought we alrcady had,
in this country, an example of the
evil results of railway monopoly. The
companies did not look to the interests
of ! he country, but to their own inter.
es1s ; and he did not blame them.
What did they find was the case with
reference to the great undertaking,
the Grand Trunk Railway? Although
it night be of immeasurable value to
this country, it reaLy did compara-
tively little to promote our iaterests.
Although the people of this country
gave fifteen millions of dollars to assist
in the construction of this great work,
yet they found that road was carrying
the produce of the American farmers
to market cheaper than it carried tine
produce of Canada. They found that,
although the Dominon had invested
this large amount in the work, the com-
pany was acti ng more in the interest

MR. Ross.

of the United States than of this
country. And yet the Governmont
was about to create more mon-
opolies. He did not say that the
Grand Trunk Railçway had been an
injury to this country; on the con-
trary, he beld that it had tended
greatly to the advancement of
this country, and the money paid
to assist it was well expended;
but ho held that it would be
far better if this country had found the
whole of the capital and controlled the
whole line in the interests of commerce.
He opposed t.he Bill also on this prin-
ciple: that he believed it was not
advisable, in the interests of the people
of this country, to put under the control
of any individual or corporation so
much of the public lands as was contem-
plated by this resolution. He believed
that if it would pay a corporation to
build these railways, it would pay the
Dominion of Canada. He might be
told, as they were often told, that these
companies were the best emigration
agents ; that they would promote the
settlement of the country. He be-
lieved they would; it vas to their
interests to do so; but he believed they
would only do it to a certain extent.
There would come a time whon they
would hold their land to get good prices
for it. The hon. member for West
Middlesex (Mr. Ross) had stated that
the railway companies in the Western
States were obtaining, on an average,
$6.50 per acre for land, thus showing
that these companies were making
tremendous profits out of the land given
for the construction of those railways.
lie asked again, if it was profitable to
the interests of individuals to build
tbese roads and sell the land, why was
it iiot in the interests of the people of
this country that the Government
should do that work. He held that the
Government were neglectful of their
duty, that they were recreant to the
interests of the people of this country,
in not building the railway a d utiliz-
ing the lands for that purpose. There
was not an hon. gentleman on this side
of the House who would, for a moment,
oppose the opening up and settlement
of the great North-West. That was
what they had always contended for.
They had always thought it should
romain the property of the Hudson
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Bay Company or any company rather
than this country should undertake to
own it, unless they were going to
utilize it in the interests of the people.
The Government should build the
great through railway. What was the
use of buildine feeders to a trunk
line before the trunk line was built ?
Bauild the trunk line, and then build
the feeders which would bring trade to
the trunk. It was incredible the Gov-
ernment should say the Opposition
were opposed to progrees. Hon. gen-
tlemen on this side of the House were
pledged to build the road, and their
scheme had been characterized by hon.
gentlemen opposite as the mad scheme
of a mad Government. The hon.
member for North Norfolk had said
that it was utterly beyond the re-
sources of the country, that it would
entail on the country such a load that
it would be destrnction to the interests
of this country; yet, after the utter-
ance of these sentiments, these gentle-
men said they were bound to build this
road, an4were anxious to do so much
more than hon. gentlemen on this
side of the House. Were they hon-
est and consistent in what they had
done, compared with what they were
now doing.

Bill read the second time.

AUDITOR-GENERAL OF CANADA.
RESOLUTION.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole on the following resolu-
tion :

' That it is expedient to appoint an officerto be called the Auditor-General of Canadasalary not to exceed thirty-two hundred
dollars per annum."

(In the Committee.)

Resolution ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
R]Eesoltion reported.

DECKLOADS 'LAW AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 62.]

r. Snith, Wetmoreland.)

FIRST READING.

Blouse resolved itself into Committee
to the Whole on the following resolu-tiofl.

" That it is expedient to provide, that so
much of the A3t of the Par iament of Canada,
passed in the thirty-sixth year of Her Ma-
jesty's reign a-id intituled an Act reapecting
Deckloads as would make it unlawful for any
master of a ship, at a certain season to
carry live stock, on or above any part of the
upper deck of such ship be repealed; and
that the words ' any cargo of any descrip-
tion to any heighth exceeding three feet
above deck," in the second section in the
said Act, shall not include or apply to live
stock."

(In the Committee.)

MR. MITCHELL said he would call
the attention of the Minister to the
fact that a relaxation of the rules re-
lating to live stock on deck
might possibly threaten the safety
of passengers. He would ask him
whether he had seriously consi-
dered the effects this permission
would have, and whether there had
been any limitation of the quantity of
cattle. The measure was an unwise
one in the interests of the cattle and in
the interests of the passengers.
He had consulted one of the largest
importers in the Dominion, and he ex-
pressed the opinion that vessels should
not be allowed to carry cattle on deck.
At all eventsit was unwise to allow cat-
tle to be carried on deck during an incle-
ment season of the year; and more-
over, on the score of humanity, the
cattle should not be exposed to bad
weather.

MR. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
that, up to lst October, cattle could
now be carried the same as any other
deck cargo, and the restriction only
applied from that date to 16th March.
He was satisfied, from information
gathered, that the lives of passengers
would not be placed in greater danger
thereby. The ttructures on deck to
hold the cattle would be of a perma-
nent character. le had letters on the
subject from the Harbour Master and
other officers in Montreal, from whence
steamers carried cattle. The Deckload
Law passed in 1873 did not contemplate
the building up of the cattle trade with
England.

MR. MITCHELL : No such trade
then existed.

MR. SMITH said that, while
the Dominion Deckload Làaw was
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:applicable to all descriptions of
cargo, the English Act did not apply
to cattle cargoes. In the United
States there was no restriction what-
ever, and, as the Americans were ship-
ping cattle, it was necessary that there
should be no restriction which would
hamper the action of the shippers of
this eountry in ceompeting with them.

Resolution ordered to be reported.
HIouse resuned.
Hesolution reported, read the first and

ýsecond times, and agreed to.

Ma. SMITH (Westmoreland) intro-
duced a Bill (No. 62) To amend the
Law respecting Dock Loads.

-Bill read the first tinte.

tONTARIO MARITIME COURT BILL.

[BILL No. 50.]

(Mr. Laflamme.)

THIRD READING.

House resolved itself into Com-
mittee of the Whole on the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

MR. MITCHELL said he objected to
the character of the legislation pro-
posed in the Bill, which would
.appy to vessels belonging te the
Maritime Provinces that were in

,Ontario waters. The measure pro-
posed to adopt certain regulations of
the Court of Chancery, which were not
generally known. Suppose he was
.asked, next summer, by one of
his constituents who happened
to have a ship on the Lakes, how
'such and such a condition of things
would be affected by this legislation,
he would be obliged to reply that he
did not know. " Then you ought to
know, for you passed the Act," would
Le the rejoinder. The Bill gave powers
to this Court, based on those of the
Court of Chancery of Ontario, and lie
did not know what these were. He
had never seen the Ontario Statute to
;his knowledge.

Ma. LAFLAMME said that this pro-
-vision merely related to the execution
-et judgments. This Court was estab-
,lished with a limaited jurisdiction, ex-
tending in no mnanner beyond the

.,Province of Ontario. This provision
X& SMrTH.

simply gave to the judgments of
the Court the same mode of exe-
cution as was attached to the
judgments of the Ontario Court
of Chancery. In that Court, this was
exactly the same as in a Common Law
Court, and, consequently, there was no
room for any misinterpretation, and
no need for embodying in this Act all
the regulations which concerned the
issue of the writ. According to the
law affecting theVice-Admiralty Courts
in England, there was no process of
execution. They could not obtain the
satisfaction of the judgment, save by
issuing an attachment against the per-
son or vessel; and this Bill secured the
ordinary remedies of a Court of Justice
of Common Law, with regard to the
process of execution alone. The exe-
cution was merely taken out ,in the
ordinary way, and this was what the
Bill intended to provide.

Ma. MITCHELL said that vessels
from Quebec or the Lower Provinces
entering Ontario waters were, while
in them, subject to Ontario4aws with
regard to collisions, etc., and hence it
was important for ship-owners in those
Provinces to know what the laws of
Ontario, in this respect, were. Nearlv
one-half of the whole carrying trade
of the Lakes was done by Quebec
vessel owners. This being the case, it
would be much more convenient to
have the powers given in these laws
stated explicitly in them, as, otherwise,
lawyers familiar with the Ontario
Statutes, must be consulted to discover
their tenor. If the powers were so
stated, he could interpret these hawS
himself. Of course, as the bol'
gentleman explained that this prOvl-
sion was simply introduced with regard
to the execution of a writ, that removed
considerable difficulty ; but ho could
easily understand how, if they were
giving extended powers to thie
Court, this would be a very objectioli
able form of legislation.

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported, read the third time, and

passed.
House adjourned at

Ten minutes afler
Twelve o'clock

[COMMONS.J Court Bill.
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IJOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 29th March, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at
'Three o'clock.

PRAYERS.

BUSINESS OF THE BOUSE.

RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

MR. MACKENZIE moved that Gov-
ernment business shall have precedence
imrnediately after routine proceedings
on Mondays for the remainder of the
Session.

Ma. MASSON said be was sure the
First Minister would see that it was
not proper to take this day away from
them, in view of the fact that, if the
Session lasted about four weeks more,
the private members would have, in
all, only about eight hours for private
business-only about two hours each
week. He appealed to the hon. gen-
tleman to know whether, if he (Mr.
Mackenzie) was in their place, ho
would not require the Government to
give him Monday next. Re folt cer-
tain that, if they were in the hon.
gentleman's place, they would grant
such a request immediately,

UR. MACKENZIE said, of course,
lie had but one object. The length of
the Session was a matter of compara-
tive indifference to the Government;
but the discussion had been so varied
and ample and upon so many topics,that almost the entire time for the past
Reven weeks had been so occupied, and
it was in the interest of the members
generally that they should have more
tine for the Government business,
which must he done. There were nePrvate Bills before the H1onse to take
up any time whatever, there was ac-tually no private business for consider-
tion, except Notices of Motion, most of\vhich, he thought, would require verylittie discussion. le would have no

.bection, as Monday was allowed for
bers gof Motion, to grant the mem-
bers Monday, and tako Wednesdayflext in its stead.

Mao MA.SSON said the Government,sho ' Pevious to .taking Monday,
ay, There were very im-

portant notices of motion on the paper;
a great many of the hon. gentlemen
opposite had such notices down ; and,
if not for the Opposition, the Govern-
ment should grant the request made,
on behalf of its friends. If the Gov-
ernment business was not more ad-
vanced, this was not the fault of the
Opposition. They had pretty
thoroughly discussed the Government
measures, it was true7; but, the bring-
ing down of Bills had nothing to do
with the debates on them, and the hon.
gentleman well knew that the Intoxi-
cating Liquors Bill had not yet come
before the House; and the Bill for the
botter auditing of Public Accounts had
just been introduced. Consequently,
the hon. gentleman would see that ho
would meet the wishes of the
House if he would yield the point in
question gracefully. He would, how-
ever, have no objection to the Govern-
ment taking Monday week.

Ma. LANGEVIN said ho hoped
that the hon. gentleman would accept
the proposition of the hon. member
for Terrebonne.

MR. MACKENZIE: I will make an
arrangement to take Wednesday next
week and the Mondays afterwards.

Ma. LANGEVIN said that the re-
sult of this would be that Public
Bills and Orders would not be
reached.

MR. HOLTON said ho would simply
point out thatihey had reacheda stage of
the Session when debates on Notices of
Motion were of little practical impor-
tance. The change proposed by the
hon. the First Minister would leave
the whole of the afternoon of Wednes-
day for Notices of Motion, and they
could then go through the whole list
which simply looked to the production
of papers. At this stage of the Ses-
sion, the House really should not
dosire lengthy discussions on motions
for papers. There would be ample
opportunity for legitimate diseussion
on the Estimates and the various mea-
sures before the House, but if they
wero to bring the business of the Ses-
sion to a close witllin any reasonable
time, it was quite obvious that the
Government must have possession of
days onough to advance the necessary
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business of the country and bring it
to a conclusion. All the notices of any
practical value to any one could be
got through with on Wednesday after-
noon, if the motion of his hon. friend
were adopted.

MR. MITCHELL said he had listen-
ed with some degree of surprise to the
motion made by the hon. the First Min-
ister, to take away a day from the peo-
ple, because on this point he agreed
with the hon. member for Terrebonne,
and considered that the Opposition re-
presented the people on this occasion.

Ma. HOLTON : I think that the
majority are generally supposed to re-
present the people.

Ma. BOWELL : Not in Quebec.
MR. MITCHELL said that the hon.

the First Minister proposed to take
from the people the right of free dis-
cussion. At present, they bad only
Monday and two hours on Wednesday
for this purpose. The hon. gentleman
said that, practically, there was no pri-
vate business before the House, but
the notices of motion numbered eighty ;
and did hon. gentlemen put them on
the paper for nothing; for mere show ?

An HON. MEMBER : Yes.

MB. MITCHELL: For mere election-
eering clap trap ? This might be the
case with hon. gentlemen on the other
side of the House. It would take six
days to get through with these notices
of motion ; yet the hon. gentlemen
sitting on the Government side of the
House proposed to take away the only
day when they could bring up matters
of public complaint, either against the
Government or Government officials.
and seek to remedy injustice done or
to redress grievances that existed, for
which people could get no compensa-
tion or relief, He was surprised at
the action of the hon. member for
Chateauguay, who was supposed to be
the father of the House, who was the
right bower of the Government and
the moral brake of the Administration,
and who always came forward with
rules and orders and regulations and
precedents in order to suit the
interests of the Government, whenever
it suited their purpose to put him for-
ward. The hon. gentleman now came
forward and told the House that there

MR. EOLTON.

was nothing of importance on the
notice paper. What did he know
about it ? The hon. gentlemen who
placed those motions on the notice
paper in the interests of their constitu-
ents were the best judges of that. Hie
(Mr. Mitchell) had a motion of very
considerable importance there himself.
It was unfair to attempt to stifle dis-
cussion on these matters. Did the
Government wish to make this House
a close Parliament, without a single
opportunity being given to hon. gentle-
men who desire to press the claims of
their constituents ?

MR. MACKENZIE: After hearing
the eloquent speech of my hon. friend
from Northumberland, and, consider-
ing that Monday next is the 1st of
April, I think I will leave that day to
the Opposition; in other words, the
resolution 'will come into force on
Monday, April 8th.

MR. MASSON: If the hon. the First
Minister does that, he will be interfer-
ing with bis friends, to whom eleven
of the eighteen motions on the paper
belong.

Mn. HOLTON: It is not a question
of friends.

Ma. TROW said it ill became the
hon. momber for Northumberland to
make such an exhibition of public
morality, because he (Mr. Trow) did
not know any other gentleman who so
frequently heaped on the Government
a tirade of abuse. He said that mem-
bers on the Government side had
brought forward clap-trap motions.
He (Mr. Trow) was astonished that the
hon. gentleman, above all others, should
say so, because he had been frequently
heard to threaten the Government be-
cause they did not appear to have
arranged satisfactorily with regard to
some paltry matter, such as the pay-
ment for Molly Maguire's bull. In
reference to matters of that description,
he very often carried out bis threat,
and occupied hours in abusing the Min-
istry.

Mi. MITCHELL: I did not cast
threats at the supporters of the GOv-
ernment, but as exception is taken
to using the phrase, " cast iron
majority," I will take it back. I am
very sorry that I should have used a
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-anparliamentary expression, and wiil
,jpologize by saying they are the most
pliable majority I ever knew.

MiR. POPE (Compton) said the
business of this Dominion could not be
properly done in a short Session of
ïhree months. Already there were
eighty notices of motion on the paper,
many of which ought, properly, to be
aeted upon this Session; but that could
not be donc if the House adjourned in
threc or four weeks. The Session
should not be limited to ary particular
number of weeks ; what the people
expected of them was, thatthey should
Iransact their business, no matter
whether they had to bear their own
expenses. He felt that the business of
the House had always been too much
hurried, and thought some change
should bc introduced in that respect.
On the paper there were eighteen
Publie Bills, some of them of
considerable importance, which ought
to be discussed for a whole day.
Then there were seven or eight
Private Bills of some importance, be-
sides cighty notices of motion, and there
were also returns upon which the
House should take action, if time per-
mitted.

MR. DAVIES said that members
(oming from a long distance felt it a
great hardship to remain here too long.
They could not go home every Satur-
day and transact their private business
likce the hon. members who cone from
the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario.
Menbers fron a distance would like to
sec business donc on Saturdays, because
the work of the Session would thus be
expedited, but he presumed Ministers
required that day to prepare measures
mitended to be brought before the
Ilouse.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
had become necessary, in consequence
of the growing legislation of this coun-
try, to extend the limit of the Parlia-
rnentary Session. Two montbs wasnsufficient time properly to administer
the affairs of the Dominion, and they
Iust make up their minds hereafter-

not, perhaps, during the present Ses-
s on-that three months was the least

Sion which they ought properly to
.ave t was impossible to have the

alvantage of the opinion of the country

at the present time upon any great
measure. The Governiment brought
some of their measures down early,
others in the middle, and some at the
end of the Session. The pcople of this
country had not, therefore, the same
advantages as the people of England,
nor had they the same control over
their representatives in the Legisla-
ture. One would suppose that the
Parliament of Canada was framed sim-
ply for the purpose of carrying, by a
majority, Government measures, and
evading as much as possible any incon-
venient discussions brought up by
those who had not the confidence of
the Ministry of the day. It had been
truly said by some of the leading mem-
bers of the English Parliament, includ-
ing Mr. Bright, that the adoption of
all legislation by Governmont, to the
sacrifice of the duties of administration
by Governinent. was a modern change,
and a change for the worse. One of
these English statesmen, in an able
speech on that subject, stated that the
business of the Government was
administrative and not legislative,
that they had to take up the
great lines of public policy. Now,
only a few great measures were
brought in by the Government of Eng-
land, and the remainder were left to be
placed on the Statute-book by the ex-
ertion of particular members. Unless
this practice was introduced into the
Canadian Parliament we would not be
administering our representative in-
stitutions for the benefit of the country
to the same extent as in England. He
did not refer pa:ticularly to the present
Government, for the same remark ap-
plied to almost every Government-
that of which he was a member, as
well as that now in power. It was
the interest of every Government
to get through their work as
conveniently ass possible, and get
the Estinates passed with as little op-
position as possible. It was their
interest also to evade any inconvenien t
questions from the Opposition, such as
gentlemen on the otherside, in times
of old, were in the habit of asking the
Government of the day who-of
course, in a legitimate and parliamen-
tary way-were anxious to prevent
some of those froin being discussed.
That charge was always brought by
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the Opposition against the Adminis-
tration of the day, whether Liberal or
Conservative, and the very incon-
venienee which the Government ex-
perienced was proof that it
was required. Every member of
the House was supposed to
have equal rights, be the constitu-
ency which he represented large or
small. He was supposed to be a man
of capacity, or he would not be a
representative of the people, and ho
was supposed to have the interests of
the country at heart. When, therefore,
ho put a motion on the paper, he did
soin the exorcise of bis judgment, be-
lieving that what ho did was in the
interests of the country. And, when
it was found that there were on the
motion paper, notices of motion affect-
ing a great variety of subjects con-
nected with the Dominion, the leaders
of the Government would have to b
responsible to the people if they
thwarted hon. gentlemen who were
the people's representatives. It was
not neeessary to say: " The spring is
coming on, and we want to go back to
our business." Those gentlemen who
said : " We come from a distance, and
we want to get home," should have
counted the cost before enlisting in
the public service by becoming mem-
bers of Parliament. Parliament was
not made for them - they were made
for Parliament, and they must sacri-
fice their own personal interests if
noeds be. No hon. gentleman on
either side of the House had a right to
say the notice paper did not contain
anythingof importance, and, therefore,
cast it aside. The hon. members who
put these notices on the paper, should
be the judges, and should be afforded an
opportunity for their motions being
heard. There were eighty motions on
the notice paper, and members repre-
senting the people said : " We want
these things to be brought before Par-
liament and the people," but the Gov-
ernment said: 4 We will not bear
them." That was smothering th-
voice of the people. Representative
institutions in Canada ought to be just
made to assimilate to those of Eng-
]and, so that the voice of the people
might be listened to, and every oppor-
tunity should be given bon. members
of bringing before the louse what

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

they desired in the way of legislation,
or information. Al Governmonts.
were inclined to be against trou-
blesome motions and questions. and
he no doubt, if he sat on the other
side of the House, would not speak
so strongly as he did at this moment.
Still, ho was speaking the truth-he
was speaking the Parliamentary truth,
in the strongest way, and he said
that the hon. First Minister bad taken
a day from the general work of the
House, which he ought not to have
done so early in the Session. The
Government business was not very
voluminous, or very heavy, and yet
they had taken the whole Session, ex-
cept one afternoon, W ednesday,to carry
out their legislation,leaving the generat
business of the country unfinished,
and without a chance of being finished.
This was not right. With the growth
of the Dominion and the incroaso of
our population, and the increased num-
ber of questions coming before the
House, they must make a sacrifi3e and
come to Parliament for a larger por-
tion of the year than they now did. In
England, Parliament sat seven months
of the year, and members did not get
anything for it. They in this House
had what ho was bound to say was a
handsome compensation for the amount
of time given, an: yet they grumbled
at sitting too much. The Government
had taken up too much of the time of
this House, too many days.

Ma. MACKENZIE: But it is our
own time.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
no one could check the course of dis-
cussion in Parliament. Ministers had
tried that in days of old, but the Gov-
ernment of the day and hon. members
must submit to the temper and the
feeling of the House. What some hon,
gentlemen might consider important,
the Government of the day might
consider inconvenient and factions;
they must submit to that as a natural
consequence of free institutions. Then
again, the hon. Premier, with the
laudable desire of getting through tie
business, worked the House very hard
on Government days ; they sat until
three, four and even five o'clock, and
yet on private members' days the
Hlouse always adjourned at half-lpast
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ten or eleven, and if an Ash Wednesday
or a Thanksgiving Day came round-
he would say nothing about the gay
assemblies in gilded saloons and other
matters carrying people away from the
sterner duties of Parliament-the hon.
gentleman had been most considerate
of the desire of the House, especially
if these holidays did not happen on a
Government day. When private mcm-
bers had Thursdays, he adjourned the
House at half-past ten, but after-
wards they sat until two o'clock. He
thought the hon. gentleman was strong
enough to carry the resolution, but he
said again, that hon. members must be
preparel to sacrifice themselves for
their country a little more than they
were doing.

Motion amended by adding the
words "after Monday next" before
"Government business," and agreed to
on a division.

POST-OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL-[BILL No. 17.]

(Mr. Huntington.)

THIRD IlEADING.

A mendments reported fron Com-
mittee of the Whole, read the first and
second times and agreed to.

MR. HUNTINGTON, in moving
the third reading of the Bill, said he
observed that, when the subject was
under discussion yesterday, a sugges-
tion was made to the hon. member for
Ottawa (Mr. Currier) that ho should
leave his amendment until the third
reading. le did not see the hon. gen-
tleman in his place, but he had con-
sidered the amendment, and was unable
to accept it. The hon. member pro-
Posed that drop-letters, which werenow charged le. per letter of half an
ounce weight, should only be charged
that su1M no matter what the weight.
le (Mr. Hluntington) considered that
it would be very inconvenient, as theresult would be to inake common car-riers of the Post-Office.

MR. PALMER said he would still
ask that the clause be amended, if not
10 the extent asked for, to two ounces.
toe thought it would be a great benefit
t0 fix two ounces as the weight for a

cent stamp, as that weight would cover-
most letters, and obviate the necessity-
for weighing.

Mi. KIRKPATRICK said he.
thought an objection of the hon.
member for Ottawa was, that a par-
tially stamped drop-letter should be-
sent to the dead-letter office.

MR. HUNTINGTON: The hon-
gentleman is under a misapprehension-
They arc not sent to the dead-letter-
office, but a second charge is made on
delivery.

MR. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) said,
he certainly understood the objection
of the hon. member for Ottawa to be
that, when drop-letters were not suffi-
ciently stamped, they were not
delivered.

Mi. HUNTINGTON said the rate-
was lc. per half ounce, and, by regula-
tion, letters not sufficiently prepaid
would be charged double the amount
of the deficiency; and, if they were
redirected, a rate of six cents was
charged, including the one on the let-
te-, according to another provision, as
was stated by the hon. member for
Cumberland last night.

MR. JONES (Leeds) said the hon-.
member for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper}
had taken exception to this practice,
and he (Mr. Jones) was also of
opinion that it was wrong. He did not,
think that when a letter was simply
forwarded to another place, five cents.
extra should be charged upon it.

MR. HIUNTINGTON said it was the,
practice of all civilized countries.

MR. DEWDNEY said that, last sum-
mer, Admiral de Horsey gave a ball at.
Victoria, and the invitations were
posted in Victoria. Some of these
invitations were addressed to places
outside the limits of the city, and, be-
cause they were insufficiently stamped,
they were not delivered, but were sent
to the dead-letter office at Ottawa,.
simply becauso the addresses were a
few miles out of the limits.

MR. HUNTINGTON: That may be-
the case; many postmasters make
mistakes.

MR. McCARTHY said that, although
it was the law that these insufficiently
paid letters were to be delivered and not
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sent to the dead-letter office, there was
a regulation providing for the latter
course. He thought that, now the
Bill was under discussion, that regula-
tion should be amended.

Bill read the third time and passed.

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION BILL.

[BILL No. 44.]

(Mr. Mills.)

SECOND READING.

Order Jor second reading read.

MR. MILLS said the principle of the
Bill was well understood in this
country, and it had been recognized in
the law of property in many of the
neighbouring States. He believed
there were thirty-six cities in the
neighbouring States where this princi-
ple was in existence. In his opinion
there was nothing of more consequence
to the population of a country than
provisions for securing the transmission
of family property, and this was the
object for which the Bill was framed.
It had been sometimes said, in opposi-
tion to the principle of homestead
exemption, that it encouraged dis-
honesty, that persons improperly ob-
tained crelit in consequence, and that
creditors were improperly kept out of
their rights. Where the homestead
exemption existed, people were aware
of it, and no one would give credit to
another with reference to the pro-
perty thus exempted; and, in periods
of depression, nothing tended to give
greater security and to preserve a
home amongst the less wealtby class
of the population than this principle of
exemption law. It had been said by a
learned Judge, in one of the Western
States, that there had, perhaps, been
nothing, during the perlod of' depres-
sion during the past four years in the
United States, which had tended so
mueh to preserve law and order in the
various States as the principle of
homestead exemption; for a large por-
tion of the suffering population, instead
of being tenants, were proprietors of
the houses and lots which they
occupied. It had also been observed
t'at the losses sustained by creditors
in those States where the principle of
homestead exe iltion prevailed, were

MR. MCCARTHY.

less than in those where there were no
restrictions of this kind. He had no
doubt whatever, that the extension of
this principle to our North-West Ter-
ritory, cherished as it was by the
population of the adjoining community,
important as it was considered by the
emigrants to that country,would prove
of great benefit to the people of this
Dominion. The principle of homestead
exemption was one which was
thoroughly defensible and well under-
stood. It proceeded upon the prin.
ciple that the family, and not the indi-
vidual, was the unit in society. It
recognized the fact, although the law
generally treated the head of the
family as the absolute proprietor of the
property which he controlled, that
this property was also the product of
the industry of his wife and children,
that they had some interest in it,
which the law ought to recognize and,
in some measure, to protect. It
recognized a principle which tended
to promote industry because it gave
security to the family. It impressed
upon the mind of the family the
strong conviction that, whatever might
be the habits of the head of the family,
whether he was disposed to be reck-
less or extravagant, or to improperly
become surety for another, there was a
certain portion of wealth which they
possessed, the domicile which they in-
habited, which was perfectly secured
against risks and damages of this kind.
Those who had given any attention to
the existence of things in Prussia
shortly after the war of 1804-5 knew
quite well the actual condition of
things which had then existed there;
that almost all the small proprietors
bad been reduced to beggary, that
their property had been largely encum-
bered in order to provide for the time
being the necessary means of subsis-
tence. The result was a general ten-
dency,on the part of large proprietors,
to buy these small estates. In fact,
there was great danger that the large
distribution of property which had
been effected under the wise adminis-
tration of Frederick the Great, would
be completely overthrown by the dis-
tress which lasted after the invasion.
Two distinguished Prussian statesmen,
Staen and Schultz, who occupied pro-
minent positions in public affairs, and
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who, by their wisdom and foresight,
had largely contributed to retrieve the
fortunes of that country, were divided
upon this question. They were both
disciples of Adam Smith, but, upon
this question, they differed on the ap-
plication of the principle. Schultz
took the position that the State ought
to be perfectly indifferent as to the
hands into which property passed; and
Staen took the opposite position, and,
though there were other economical
conditions which ought to be consider-
ed, yet ho held that these were certain

principles of social organism which
the Government could not entirely
overlook, and that it was of great im-
portance to give something like fixity
to the conditions of society, and to
preserve, as thon existed, if it could
be done without serions interfer-
ence with private rights, the
distribution of property which
thon prevailed. These ideas were adopt-
ed, and the difficulties which existed
iinmediately after the war, were
tided over, and ever3 one who had re-
ccntly looked into the condition of
things must be aware how largely the
policy which had thon been adopted,
contributed to the prosperity which
subsequently followed. It seemed to
himn that, in this matter, they were on-
couraging industry and recognizing
domestic rights, and largely contri-
buting to the fixity of our population.
He had aiready said that the Prussian
statesman, Staen, had recognized the
importance of what ho called social
orgIanism. It seemed to him that it
was a matter of very great consequence
that a certain amount of the property
possessed by every family and indivi-
dual should be, to some extent, pro-
tected against adverse fortune. In
lact, he was inclined to think that if
this principle were fully recognized
throughout this Dominion, there would
be less occasion to discuss the question
(f mfsolvency legislation. Hie had
already said that no creditor would b
Vronged in any way. He would be
notified by the law what ho could take
In execution and what ho could not.
It was of more consequence to the
public well-being that it should not bein the power of any individual, for
simple commercial considerations, to
break up the social organism, to take

a man and his family out ofthe posses-
sion of their property, to interfere
with these domestic relations which
Lad been formed in a particular locality
where they resided and throw him and
his wife and children upon the world
again, in fact to break up their connec-
tion with the community to which they
bolonged. There was another impor-
tant influence which had grown out of
homestead legislation. It was the gen-
erous treatment which men in com-
mercial adversities bad received at the
hands of the population at large.
Where there was a ruthless law per-
mitting the last dollar to be
taken under an execution for dcbt in-
curred, or in consequence, of security
given by the individual out of property
which was not merely the product of
his own industry, and which belonged
to him norally as well as legally, but
which was also the product of the in-
dustry of his wife and family, a feeling
of indifference to the welfare and well-
being of others would be developed.
He thought that almost in every com-
munity the man who was engaged in
trade and commerce, overcame his ad-
versities in a great measure if ho had
confidence in the future. The man
who, when he failed, felt that he could
not again retrieve his fortune,
was very likely not to be of
much service to himself or to the
community at large. There was no
way mcre certain to prevent a man
failing in heart as well as in pocket
than by preserving to hin and his
family a certain amount of property
which could not be takon from him by
his creditors. Dy the provisions of
this Bill, everyone living in a town, or
village, or city, wou'd retain possession
of his d-ýmicile, and every one living in a
rural district would hold real property
to the extent of eighty acres and to
the value of four thousand dollars; if
its value exceeded four thousand dol-
lars, so much of it could be sold as
might be disposed of to reduce the
estate to that value. The Bill also
provided, that upon the death of the
husband, the wife shall have a life
interest in the homestead. Upon the
death of husband and wife, the children
shall have the right to keep the home-
stead until they attained their majority,
if any of theni were under twenty-one
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years. It also provided that, in the
case where the husband died intestate,
the wife might choose between retain-
ing her life interest in the homestead
and the estate to which she would be
çntitled nnder the law of inheritance
-Which prevailed in the territory, but
she could not retain both. In case
there was a will, she could choose
between the property devised her and
the estate to which she would be en-
titled by the operation of the law.
These were the principal provisions of
the Bill, and the necessary schedules
were attached to give effect to these
provisions.

MR. PALMER said it appeared to
him the hon. the Minister of the In-
terior had brought before this House a
great number of Bills which were
experimental. The present Bill was
one of that character. Legislation
which referred tothe Territories ought
to be of a very simple character ; and
with respect to civil rights, which this
Bill was intended to regulate, Parlia-
ment should legislate as little as
possible, leaving the people of that
country, until they were in a position
to become a Province of this Dominion,
to settle their own policy with reler-
ence to civil rights, under such laws
as they might enact. It was a viola-
tion of the spirit of that Act for this
Parliament to undertake to deal with
civil rights, at a]], except where it was
absolutely necessary. This Bill was,
in his opinion, giving privileges to
persons in that Territory which no per-
son, in any part of Canada, had at
present. $4,000 in any part of Canada
was a very large sum of money to
withdraw from the creditors of
every person who lived in the
country. That had never been at-
tempted anywhere. Certainly, it
was something very new to enable a
man to go in debt to the amount of
$4,000. and to put it absolutely beyond
the control of the creditors whenever
he chose. In fact, that law would cover
seven-eighths of all the property of the
inhabitants of that country, before it
became a Province of the Dominion.
A new country like Keewatin would be
extremely prosperous, if, betore it had
sufficient inhabitants to become a Pro-
vince of this Dominion, seven-eighths

.MR. MILLS.

of its inhabitants were possessed
of money value to the extent of four
thousand dollars. In a new community,
land was comparatively low in value.
What would represent a small acreage
in other parts of the country, would
represent a large acreage there. lie
held thatParliament ought not to deter-
mine civil rights of the people of that
country in that way. Surely Parlia-
ment had enough legislation to do,
without these experimental measures.
The other evening, they had the ex-
periment of the hot. the Minister of the
Interior taking away the whole of the
land in the North-West. Now, they
had another experiment. It might
work very well; but what he claimed
was that the people of that country
should bc left to determine their policy
in this respect, when they were in a
position to do so. A strong case might
be made out for providing for the
family, but he thought this did not
apply to a now country to the same
extent as it did to an old country.
Persons who had strength and
health, and hands to work,
coming into a new country,
were not in the same position as men
in an old country, where it was im-
possible to get lands, and often to get
employment. Some clauses of the
Bill were perfectly impracticable, to
say the very least. In section 5, it
was provided:

" IF the wife lias separated fron her hus-
band, and lives in adultery with another,
then, upon the husband producing a certifi-
cate froni the Court or Judge havino juris-
diction in an action of crim. con. of the fact
having been proven, the Registrar shall then
cancel the wife's naie froi the register and
froi the certificate of title; and. after ber
name is so cancelled, she shall have no
estate or interest in such homestead."

This actually gave the power to take
away from the wife the property, by
a proceeding to which she was no
party whatever. Surelv bis hon.
friend did not intend that such legisia-
tion should be adopted. What would
be the effect of it ? A man quarrelled
with his wife, brought an action of
crim. con., perhaps, against his ownl
confederate, got the register of ha
domain cancelled, and the poor wife
was defrauded of ber right. This
would be the result of attempting to
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legislate upon civil rights of this im-
portant character. Before attempting
such legislation, it was necessary to go
into the minutiS of the matter, and
carefully consider everything. It was
impossible to pass a measure of this
magnitude with the care absolutely
necessary for the purpose of properly
carrying it out. le would, therefore,
ask his hon. friend to pause; for
Parliament had quite enough to do
without attempting to try these
philosophical experiments in this new
territory.

MaR. SCHULTZ said he approved of
the principles of the Bill, ecause ho
folt that, in the varying fortunes of a
new country, its pioneers should have
all the protection it was possible to
legitimately give them. In most cases
the immigrant had spcnt largcly of his
means in getting his family to his new
home, and ho had staked everything on
this new venture; had, so to speak,

burned his ships." Under these cir-
cumstances, it was well, that such pro-
tection as a homestead exemption law
could give should be extended to his
family and himself. It was somewhat
singular, however, that we should be
called upon to legislate about this
matter here. It was strange that, see-
ing that the North-West possessed a
Legislative Council, where, presum-
ably, local wants and requirements
were understood botter than they could
be possibly bore, that this measure had
not originated there. Since, however,
it bad originated here, ho would sup-
port the Bill, but felt that the sixth
section would need amending by reduc-
ing the $4,000 exemption which it
proposed to make. To maintain that
amount of exemption would be, ho
thought, to injure the object sought by
the measure, and to offer a premium to
dishonesty. If this clause was amended,
he would support the Bill.

11R. DAVIES said he was afraid the
operation of the Bill would be to pre-
vent settlers obtaining that credit
which they required in a new country.
One of the strongest arguments againstthe proposal to bring farmers within
the scope of the Bankrupt Act wasthat they required credit, and couldflot so readily get it if brought withinthe provisions of the Act. It was un-

fortunate that so much credit was
required, but it was undoubtedly need-
ed in all parts of the country. The
operation of the Bill would have a bad
effect in proventing settlers in new
counti ies obtaining necessary credit.

MR. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) said
that, when the law was passed, it
would be the duty of the party who
gave credit to sec that ho was pro-
tected.

Ma. MILLS said that bon. gentle-
men would observe that if a settler
obtained credit before ho had
registered his homestead, the
registration did not protect
him. It did not protect him
against prior obligations, but only
against those subsequently entered
into. If the settler, with the consent
of his wife, chose to mortgage the
homestead in order to obtain credit, ho
would have power to do so. Experi-
ence was, in some respects, stronger
than theory, and the experience of the
people of the great majority of the
States of the adjoining Republic Nvas
favourable to the principle of bomestead
legislation ; indeed, it had, in a great
measure, put an end to forced credits,
and those who had property or goods
to sell did not force them upon those
who did not require to purchase them.
People purchased only what they re-
quired, they were trusted in proportion
to their honesty, and men who were
very bard up were those who did not
promptly fulfil the obligations into
which they had entered, and had not
endeavoured to do so. Immigrants
attached great importance to that
principle, and rgents of the American
or State Goveruments or of American
railway companies endeavour to turn
away emigrants from proceedig to
Canada by pointîng to the liberal
homestead law of the United States, by
which the property of a settler was
protected against the sharp practice of
those who sought to take advantage of
his inexperience. By adopting the
present Bill, the Dominion would be
placed in as favourable a position as the
United States in that particular, and
be, thereby, in a botter position than
hitherto to compete successfully for-
immigrants. R1e differod from th&
opinion expressed by the hon. member
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for Lisgar (Mr. Schultz), that there
was nio reason why the Dominion Par-
liament should bave legislated on the
subject. The powers given to the
Government of the North-West did not
include that of dealing with real estate.
As they were reserving the power to
legislate upon the whole subject
of real property, in consequence
of Parliament havi ng superior
facilities through the library for ascer-
taining what was the actual condition
of the law in other countries, it was
considered desirable to establish a
system of real propei ty, and, after-
wards. give the North-West Govern-
ment power to amend or change it, as
experience might suggest.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said he
thought the object the Bill had in
view, nanely, the creation of some
sort of homestead exemption in the
North-West, was a very proper one,
and one which had been beneficially
carried out in the Western States, and
ufforded great inducements to immi-
grants Io go into the country. He
was surprised, however, to find at the
.end of the Bill, a clause setting forth
that the Act could be amended or
repealed by an Act, or Ordnance
passed by any authority having
power to make laws touching pro-
perty and civil rights in the North-
West. What was the use of Parlia-
ment legislating, if its Acts could be
changed by the creatures of the Gov-
ernment,-by the Lieutenant-Governor
of the North-West and his Council, to
whom the Bill gave that power, not-
withstanding the arguments of the
hon. the Minister of Interior, that the
Council of the North-West had not
been given the power to deal with
real estate. That Council -was given
power to deal with property and civil
rights. Wbat did that mean, if it did
not mean real property ? The power
given to Provincial Legislatures, under
the British North America Act, to
<deal with real estates, was conferred in
the same words; and, therefore, he
failed to understand why the North-
West Council would not have equal
power to deal with real estate as that
possessed by the Local Legislatures.
He agreed with the hon. member for
-St. John (Mr. Palmer), that the subject

MR. MILLS.

would be more beneficially dealt with
by the Council which had been given
power to pass ordinances, and to which
they reserved the right of ámending
or even repealing the Act. The Bill
assumed to deal with homestead
exemptions ; but they were con-
fined entirely to land, and no
exemption vas made of personai
property. That was a material point
to be considered, for what was the use
of a settler having a honestead, if ail
his personal property could be sold by
an execution ? In ail the old Provinces.
and in Manitoba, a certain amount of
personal property was exempted, and
that was what would be first seized by
harsh creditors. The value of land
exempted, $4,000, was too high.

MR. ROBINSON said he approved
of the principle of the Bill, which
might, with advantage, be extended to
ail the Provinces of the Dominion.
The principle was not only in force in
some of the Western States, but also
in the older States of the American
Union. The exemption to the extent
of $4,000 on property was excessive,
as he would endeavour to show to the
House. The exemption, moreover,
should be distributed over both real
and personal property. The exemp-
tions in·the States of the Union were
as follows: Maine, $500 real property;
New Hampshire and Vermont, the
same amount; Massachusetts, $800 real
property; Rhode Island, $200, real
property; Connecticut, personal pro-
perty specified; New York, homestead
exemption to amount of $1,000 ; New
Jersey, 8 1,000; Pennsylvania, certain
things defined, but neither personal
property amounting to a certain sum,
nor real property were exempted;
Maryland, $100, personal property;
North and South Carolina, the same;
Georgia, $200, real property; Ala-
bama, $400, real property; Florida,
$300; Mississippi, $4,000, real property;
Louisiana, $1,000, real property;
Tennessee, certain things specified;
Illinois, $1,000, real property; Indiapa,
$300, real property; Ohio, $500, real
property; Missouri, $1,500, real pro-
perty; Michigan, $1,500 ; Arkansas,
certain things as defined ; Texas,
$2,000, real property; Iowa, $500, real
property; Wisconsin, 40 acres and a
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house, without specifyng any sun;
California, $5,000, real property ; Min-
nesota, $1,200, real property, and a
homestead of 80 acres; Oregon, about
the same; Kansas, $1,000, real pro-
perty, not exceeding 160 acres ; Neb-
raska, 160 acres ; Washington Teritory,
$500, real property; Nevada, $500.
He suggested that the provision in the
ninth clause respecting registration
of property for the children to remain
in possession of the homestead in event
of the death of both parents, should be
modified. He fhought that it w.s an
excellent Bill ; and he was backed up
in his assertion by the experience of
settlers in the Western States. He
was very glad to see it introduced.

Mi. IRVING said he would not
waste words in speaking in detail of the
principles of the Bill, which had been
received in the House with such gen-
eral favour. Rather than ask the hon.
the Minister of the Interior not to go
on with the Bill, he should encourage
the hon. gentleman to proceed with it,
and point out a more liberal principle
which should be extended to it. With
reference to the idea that $4,000 was
too high a sum in value to save from
exemption, he would say that no argu-
ment, to his mind, could be used in
that direction regarding the Bill as at
present framed, because this amount
was either secured from the accretions
of the settler or person who registered,
whieh he had acquired in the country
himself, or means which he had taken
there, and which was unembarrassed
capital, because the Bill proposed to
make this homestead exemption sacred
not as against previously incurred
debts. If his reading of the clause was
correct, he thought that the Bill failed
in this particular, because it appeared
to him that settiers going into that dis-
tant country should feel that they had
shaken the mud off their shoes, and
gone into it free from any harassing
debts, to which they had been exposed
in the older Provinces. Men often
went from this country to the United
States to avoid those debts. The whole
course of the legislation in Ontario
for the entire period concerning which
he could remember, had been legisla-
tion in favour of the creditor as
against the poor debtor; and there

had been no idea which the minds
of legislators had been able to formulate
into an Act of Parliament, which had
not been more acted upon, either by way
of judgment summonses, by executions,
by exemptions or garnishc processes
which were intended, in every possibl-
way, to help the creditor as against
the poor debtor. With reference to the-
property that was exempted from
seizure in Ontario, it was so little
that it was of little consequence,
whatever, except to the poor-
est labourer and the man who,
hardly earned enough in a week to,
support his fûmily for that period. It
was hardly any protection to a man,
save to one of that class; and, with
respect to a new country, he held that
they should encourage these people to&
go there, without any anxiety, what-
ever; as to the debts-at all events, to
a certain amount-which they had left
behind them; because, otherwise, it
would be putting a premium on ex-
portation and to going to the United'
States as against going to our
own country; because, otherwise,
they could not get out of the
debts from which they wished to
free themselves. Concerning the argu-
ment with regard to the credit system,
if this protection was given the set-
tler, no man would give him credit
unless he had some security or knew
that ho could get it, or he trusted such
a man owing to his character. At the
present time, in an old Province like
Ontario, a man could get credit for a
very small sum, and so, in the same
way, the creditor in the North-West
would be on his guard and would allow
no debt to be incarred unless he had
some kind of security, either in regard
to a man's character or some pledge ;
and it was by no means desirable to
encourage in that country the intro-
duction of a promiscuous credit sys-
tem. The marriage settlement system,
which was very much in vogue in
England and in Ontario, and probably
in the other Provinces, was practically
homestead exemption. The cases were
very extraordinary, indeed, in which
any marriage settlement should be in-
tcrfered with. This was constantly
observed. Nothing could be more im-
portant to thein than to apply some-
what the same theory to those persona
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who chose to go into that country; and
when they did so, and took their fami-
lies with then, for the consideration
of going out as pioneers inta this
wilderness, they should take care to
make secure the refuge of these people
and to make it a country in which, at
all events, the bailiffs and sheriffs from
the older Provinces should not be able
to pursue them. With regard to the
sum of $4,000, it might be fairly
argued that, for a pre-existing debt,
this might not be fair. That detail,
in Committee, perhaps, might be
well considered, but he should think it
a very great improvement to the Bill
if some consideration should be given
to the idea that settlers going there
should not be harassed with debts,
under a certain amount, at all events;
and further, if it was within their juris-
diction, as ho believed was the case,
they should also, up to a certain
amount, protect porsonal property in
addition to real property. If these
improvements-if they were improve-
ments-could be added, the Bill would
have his hearty approval, and he was
certain that in no part of Canada
among the older Provinces of which
ho had any knowledge, would the Bill,
in that event, be known or heard of,
without the hon. mover receiving
hearty credit for having introduced it.

Ma. SMITH (Selkirk) said that, at
the present time, there was a home-
stead law in Manitoba, by which the
farm and effects, to a certain extent, of
the settler, were protected. He thought
it was only proper that this pro-
vision sbould be extended to the
North-West Territories. Still, there
ought to be a limit, which should be
somewhat under the figure placed by
the hon. the Minister of Interior in
this Bill. The sum of $4,000 was
quite too much ; one-half of this sum
would be sufficient for the farm or
honiestead, besides, perhaps, rot more
that $500 for personal effects. Hie
should be very sorry, indeed, to see
extended to the North-West Terri-
tories, or to any portion of the West,
the proposition of the hon. member for
Hiamil ton, to the effect that any settler
going there should be exempted from
paying any debts contracted in the
other Provinces of the Dominion, or

Ma. IRVING.

elsewhere. He thought that this
would simply be a premium on dis-
honesty; and, they would thon have
the North-West tilied up with the idle
and the indolent, and the class which
was so very fond of their neighbours.
That there should be a lomestead Bill
was very proper. He remembered
that when the Homestead Bill of Mani-
toba was enacted, in 1871, it contained
a clause which exempted every person
within the Province from the payment
of all debts, whatsoever, that had been
contracted elsewhere, for seven years.
This, of course, was equal to freeing
such persons from their liabilities alto-
gether. However, the people of Mani-
toba saw the great mistake that had
been made, and, at the next Session of
the Legislature, this provision was
altered, so that, as the law now stood,
the homestead was exempted, and
their effects, to a certain extent. That
this should be so, in the North-West,
was very proper; but he trusted that
the hon. the Minister of the Interior
would see that he would meet the case
fully and sufficiently by reducing the
amount to something like $2,000, with
a very moderate sum for personal
property.

Ma. DESJARDINS said he believed
that there was but one opinion in the
louse with regard to the fact that it

was desirable to confer upon those who
went to establish themselves in the
]North-West Territories sufficient pro-
tection to remain there, and to make
it in such a manner that their settle-
ment would not be troubled, from
the moment they arrived, by suits that
might be entered againstthem bytheir
creditors in the older Provinces, and
thus destroying every chance for them
to create an establishment for their
family. But he could not agree with
his hon. friend the member)for Hamil-
ton (Mr. Irving) in the opinion that the
man should have the right to leave the
older Provinces, and, by establishing
himself in the North-West, frce him-
self from all his debts; such a
provision would enable debtors to go
there and set at defiance those
who, before their departure, had be-
come theircreditors. Ie also believed
that the exemption limit which was in-
dicated in this Bill was too high;
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as would be seen if it was compared
with the present condition of wealth
in this country. To be worth $4,000
in the Proin.ce of Quebec, as well as
in other old Provinces, was to have
already attained to a position of com-
petence, and if this was permitted to
colonists who went to establish them-
selves in the North-West Territories,
in the vicinity of railways,for instance,
which were to ho built, and in the vil-
lages which were to grow up there,
would it not happen that many peo-
pie, especially in such a condition of'
afairs as the present one, would be
tempted to realize iminediately on
what they possessed, bid good-day to
their creditors, and go up there where
they would secure some magnificent
properties,advantageously located, con-
struet buildings to enable them to live
there in comfort, and then taking ad-
vantage of clause 6th, which says " If
any creditor, etc., is of opinion that the
homestead is of greater value than
$4,000, such owner, with the written
consent of bis wife, may agree upon a
value with such creditor, and upon
the portion of the homestead whieh
shall represent the excess of such
value over $4,000 and in case of
such agreement such proportion only
shall be sold in satisfaction as afore-
said ;" add wealth to comfort by
ineans of some supposed creditor with
whom he could come to an understand-
ing, make a valuation of the effects,as to
what the property in question might
be worth abuve $ 1,000, and secure a
sort of mock sale or mortgage upon it
by means of which he could prevent
payments being made to the other credi-
tors. So that this individual would
always have the means, when bis pro-
perty was worth over $4,000, to have
a considerable surplus, and thus place
at defiance bis other crcditors, who
could never touch him. He believed
that this provision went beyond the
thmit of protection which such settlers
had a right to expect from this Parlia-
ment. It seemed to him that, if they
aSsured to the settler the extent of
land wbich would be strictly neces-
sary in order to enable him to live as in
the Provinces, this would be amply
sufficient. This was already done, to
some extent, in the Province of
of Quebec ; and the moment that they

assured to the debtor the exemption
from seizure of such, effects as were
strictly necessary for his bouse, and
such tools and instruments of labour,
as well #as horses and cattle
as were absolutely necessary to carry
on the farm, it appeared to him that
they had gone in this direction
as far as settlers could reasonably
expect. Otherwise a prenium would
be offered to the debtor to act dis-
honestly; and that was to say to the
people: "We bave spent millions to
provide for you a new territory and
railways, towns and villages and
magnificent and fertile lands; but that
is not al], realize all you can on your
property to the detriment of your
creditors; go up to this country where
property can, by law, be exempted from
seizure to the extent of $2,000, $3,000
or $4,000, and live there tranquilly
and peacefully while even the creditors
whom you leave behind you will be
ruined by your flight; nevertheess,
from the moment that you reach that
country, you will be freed froi all
inconvenience in this respect; you
will not be there even a dishonest
debtor, the moment that you enter
this territory and announce that you
intend to become a settler in it." Un-
less they took this indirect means to
completely destroy the credit system
in the country, as proposed byhis hon.
friend (Mr. Wallace), this should not
ho doue. He believed that this Bill
went beyond the end which the hon.
the Minister of the Interior proposed
to attain by it ; that was to say: the
hon. gentleman only intended to
afford the reasonable facilities and en-
couragement and protection which the
settler could reasonably expect from
the Government in order to encourage
immigration into and the colonization
of these territories. For bis part, he
believed that, before they adopted this
Bill, it was certainly requisite to
modify it in this relation, in order to
protect croditors in the older Provin-
ces and prevent encouragement being
extended to dishonest debtors to free
themselves from their liabilities,
rather than honestly aid in the coloni-
zation of this portion of the Dominion.

MR. WALLACE said ho waspleased
to be able to congratulate the Govern-
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ment for having brought in this Bill.
Ie heartily approved of its principle,
but he could not agree with his hon.
friend from Hamilton, who wanted to
make it so universal that if a person
stole money or goods from bis creditors
and went to the North-West, Le should
there be protected from prosecution.
lie did not think that this would be at
all right; and Le hoped that the Gov-
ernmont would not accept the sugges.
tion and amend the Bill in that way.
Neither could he agree with his hon.
friend from St. John, who said that it
would be taking the rights away
from creditors, because it did not do
any such thing. It guarded creditors
with respect to credit given before the
registration of this property was
made; and, therefore, it did not at all
interfere with the rights of creditors.
The latter were aware of this fact, and
they need not afterwards trust them.
Above all, ho approved of the Bill be-
cause it was a step towards the aboli-
tion of credit. le believed that there
was no greater curse in the world to-
day than debt which was the result of
credit; and, for this reason, he was
pleased to be able to congratulate the
Government on the introduction of this
measure.

MR. BLANCHET said that he fully
concurred with the views expressed by
the hon. member for Hochelaga (Mr.
Desjardins). The homestead laws
were favourable to the settler, but the
exemptions should not be beyond cer-
tain limits. In the Province of
Quebec, a homestead law was passed
some years ago. This law exempted
from seizure certain articles,
such, for instance, as tools,
which were necessary to the
labourer for his work, in order to
gain bis livelibood, and also certain
articles of furniture, food and fuel,
what was necessary to secure subsis-
tence to his family during his sick-
ness and inability to obtain employ-
ment. This law was found to be
perfectly sufficient to protect the
workingman and settler, and it also
did not prevent him from being able
sometimes to obtain the credit which
the workingman required from the
merchants. If the exemption provi-
sions were too severe, as they were

IJR. WALLAcE.

in the Bill introduced by the lion.
the Minister of Interior, the settler
could obtain no credit, and he would
find himself, in a great number of
cases, deprived of necessaries and the
means of gaining bis livelihood, and
also of the means of improving his
land and property. These provisions
went to the extent of exempting from
seizure landed property of the area of
80 acres, and also certain part of pro-
perty held in towns; and the settler,
under these circumstances, could not
obtain the capital necessary to carry
on bis agricultural operations and im-
prove bis land if a part of his property
and farm was exempt from seizure.
No capitalist would advance the capi-
tal and means requisite to improve
such property if a sufficient guarantee
of repayment were wanting. He be-
lieved that, in principle, this law was
no doubt good; but, in its details, it
went too far and was too strict, and,
consequently, he was of opinion that
the hon. the Minister of the Interior
would not thus attain the end he had
in view, Hence, ho hoped-while ho
supported the Bill with respect to its
general principle-that the hon. gen-
tileman would alter and improve this
measure in order to render it more
workable and practicable, and whili it
would guarantee to the merchant
and capitalist the payment of the
effects and money advanced, necessary
to sustain the settler and enable him to
improve Lis land and carry on his
agricultural opeiations, it would, at
the same time, be a sufficient protection
for him.

Ma. LANGEVIN said ho knew it
was very popular to admit the principle
that, in new countries such as the
North-West Territories, homestead ex-
emption should be introduced for thb
benefit of the people, so that a settler's
wife and children might bave some-
thing to fall back upon when they got
into difficulties. In the Province of
Quebec, this matter. had been under
consideration for some years, and the
conclusion which the Legislature carme
to was that they should exempt a cer-
tain number of articles, such as the
instruments or tools with which a
mechanic, a labourer, a surveyor or a
professional man earned bis living, alsO
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,certain articles of furniture. But they
had not gone so far as to exempt home-
stcads valued at $4,000 from seizure
after registration of the title. He
thought $4,000 was an excessive value
to put upon homesteads in a new
country, because such an exemption
would not benefit a settler. It would
certainly prevent him, as bis hon.
friend from South Norfolk liad said,
fron obtaining credit. Settlers in a new
territory like the North-West could not
be expected to be very flush of money,
and required to borrow in order
to improve their land. Sach a
Law might answer very well for a
settled country, where people had
means and were prosperous, but it
would not answer for a new territory.
When a person went to borrow money
the lender, under usual circumstances,
would say, " Well, this individual
wishes to improve bis condition. He
bas instruments to earn bis living, but
he wants a little money to build a bouse
or improve bis land; be is not a man
that wants to run away." But if the
money-lender knew that this man had
taken care to put everything under
registration, what would be the conse-
quence ? He would say, "I cannot lend
you money." If a man found himself in
difficulties, he would say to his wife,
" I cannotgetalong, we must mortgage
the land, otherwise we will not have the
money to improve the property we
possess." The result would be that the
land would be mortgaged and perhaps
sold afterWards, s0 that the law would
be rendered inoperative. The land was
kold by the Government, he believed,
at a dollar an acre, and it would take
a long time before a homestead in-
creased in value tc $4,000. It would
be well to specify the value as well as
the number of acres, because, while 160
acres of land at Winnipeg may be very
valuable, 160 acres a hundred miles off
may not be worth much. No doubt
the hon. the Minister of the Interior
had brought forward this Bill for the
benefit of settlers in the North-West
Provinces but settlers would not be
benefitted by such an Act. Besides, itdefeated the very object it had in view,if it allows a man to mortgage his
Property.

MR. McCARTHY said he had plea-sure in adding his congratulations to
96

those which had fallen from hon. gen-
tlemen on the same side of the House
in favour of the Minister of the Interior
for introducipg this measure, the prin-
ciple of which he (Mr. McCarthy)
most heartily approved. The discus-
sion the Bill had undergone, and would
undergo, would enable the bon. gentie-
man to improve it still further. At
this stage, he (Mr. McCartby) objected
to one matter of detail. Why should
the number of acres be limited to 80 ?
The value of land in the North-West
settlements at the present time would
probably be about $1 per acre, and it
would take avery long time before the
value of a piece of land of 80 acres
would reach $4,000. Such a small
quantity of land was perfectly absurd,
because it would not meet the require-
ments of an ordinary farmer. So far
as bis voice went be would like the law
altered to that of Manitoba, so that
each claim should consist of 160 acres.
The law was intended as a protection
to poor settlers, but a man worth
$4,000, and free of ail obligations, could
hardly be considered as one who re-
quired such protection. That, he
thought, was a matter which should be
considered in Committee. There ought,
be considered, to be some provision by
wbich the owner of a piece of land
might, with the consent of his wife and
children, mako application to have the
exemption cancelled as far as his pro-
perty was concerned, so that he might
be able to make improvements, or make
up for losses by fire or bad crops. He
would add bis voice to the opinion so
universally expressed on that side of
the House, that personal property
should be secured.

Ma. MILLS: That can be done by
local legislation.

MR. MoCARTHY: Then we can do
nothing in reference to that. He would
suggest that there should be some defi-
nition of the word " occupied," which
occurred in the second clause of the
Bill. There it was stated that the ex-
emption was only to last so long as the
owner of the land or bis wife and
children occupied it. If a person was
absent from his property one, six or
eight months, would he be considered
as being in the occupation of the land
or not ? Clause 5, which referred to
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the disposal of property after the de-
cease of the owner, would also require
the attention of the Committee.

MR.WHITE (North Renfrew) said the
principal objection urged against this
Bill, which seemed to commend itself
to both sides of the House, was the
amount fixed as the limit of exemp-
tion. It appeared to him the intention
of the Minister of the Interior, in ex-
empting portions of land in the rural
districts, from seizure, was that some
means of support should be guaranteed
and secured for a settler, bis wife and
family. No doubt some improvement
might be made in the Bill in this par-
ticular. Its principal object was to
encourage immigration into these
territories, but it seemed to him that
serious exception might ba taken to
the 13th clause. In that clause it was
provided that:

« This Act may be amended or repealed by
any Act or Ordinance Law fully passed by
any authority baving power to make laws
touching property and civil rights in the
place wiere stich anendment or appeal is
intended to take effect."
It seemed to him that the law, when
passed, should be conclusive-that it
should not be set aside by any other
authority. He thought that when
persons took land and registered it,
they should be assured that no law
would be passed which would take
away their rights. That was bis prin-
cipal objection to the Bil; but ho aise
objoctod te the 9th clause, whicb pro-
vided that minors shall be required to
register their claims within six months
after the death of their parents. In
many cases it would be almost im-
possible to adhere to the general prin-
ciple of the Bill, and he thought the
clause should be amended. Witk1
those objections remedied, ho thought
the measure was one that ïnight very
fairly become law.

MiR. PLUMB said it was certainly
pleasing to hear such general assent
given to the principles of the Bill.
Nothing could be botter adapted for
the encouragement of settlers in a
new country than some provision of
this kind, for a man would then be
assured that, notwithstanding what
misfortune overtook him, ho would
still have something left wherewith to

Ma. MCCARTRY.

maintain his wife and family. There
wcre, however, one or two matters-
which ho thought should be consid-
ered in the course cf the discussion on
the Bil, and, as they would doubtless,
suggest themselves to other hon. gen-
tleman, he would not now refer to
them at length. It occurred to him
that some definite provision, indepen-
dent of outside legislation, should be
made for the protection of a certain
amount of the settler's personal pro-
perty. It would be right, for instance,
not only to exempt a man's bouse, but
also some furniture and farming im-
plements. He did not think it would
be desirable to encourage immigration
in the way suggested by bis friend the
bon. member for Hamilton, usually
so sound and Conservative in bis views,
because it would scarcely be right to
make these new Territories, cities of
refuge for people who wished to evade
the payment of debts incurred else-
where. It was almost a pity that pro-
perty of this kind should not be abso-
lutely exempt from change. There
might be reasons why it should be
possible for a husband, with the con-
sent of bis wife, to mortgage his pro-
perty; but it was a dangerous power
to put in bis hands. Cases of neces-
sity might arise where that would
require to be done , but under the pre
sent condition of things, a woman was
altogether under ber husband's con-
trot. iPossibly, wbon the riglits of
women were established, tbey might be
able to stand up and be independent;
mn the meantime, a husband might
virtually do what ho pleased. It had
been found inm many cases where
marriage settlements depended on the
action of the wife, that, when the
husband became involved, ho got tho
trust into bis own bands. ie would,
therefore, ask the Minister of the In-
terior-who seemed desirotis to benefit
the wives and families of settlers-tG
consider whether something could not
be done to obviate this objection re-
garding mortgages. He thought also
that the provision inserted in tbe 6th
section, fbr the benefit of a settler's
wife, to the effect that ber authority
should be given for the withdrawal Of
the proceeds of their farm from a Gov-
ernment Savings Bank, should be
adopted for the benefit of minors also-
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Considerations were constantly crop-
ping up in connection with the Bill in
order to secure the proper carrying ont
of what was intended. Undoubtedly,
it was very difficult to provide for a
family of helpless children, but ho
hoped, whatever contingency might
arise, the property of their parents
might be protected for them. le
trusted also, that the Bill, if passed,
would not be permanent, and that no
property, after being registered accord-
ing to the conditions of the Act, could
be interfered with for a good number
of years at least. Tbere had been no
differences of opinion as to the prin-
ciple of the Bill, which, indeed, had
met with the unanimous approval of
the House, and it seemed to him that it
should not be affected to any appreci-
able extent by local legislation here-
after. He agreed with the Minister of
the Interior in thinking that no Bill
could be better adapted to encourage
immigration to the North-West Ter-
ritories than this one, and he thought
the question as to its permanence
deserved consideration. It ought, at
least, to be enforced for 21 years, so that
it would cover the period between
infancy and that of majority and
responsibility in the life of a person
born there. No better security could
be given to hard-working settlers in
the North-West than the protection of
their land, and he hoped that this Bill
would have the effect of peopling that
great district, the development of whose
resources would add to the wealth and
prosperity of Canada.

MR. MITCHELL said ho merely
wished to state that he entire endorsed
the principle contained in the Bill.

Bill read the second tine.
It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left

the Chair.

After Recess.
PRIVATE BILLS.

THIRD READINGs.

The following Bills were read the third
time and passed:

aBill (No. 31) To amend the Act incorpor-
(ttng the Sydenham Harbour Company.-

( 9r6G½s

Bill (No. 49) To incorporate the Regular
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society of Ontario
and Quebec.-(Mr. Wood.)

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bill was read the
second tine :

Bill (No. 54) To incorporate the Fishwick
Express and Merchants' Forwarding Com-
pany (Limited)-

GEORGE F. JOHNSTON DIVORCE BILL.

[BILL No. 59.]

(Mrr. Fraser.)

SECOND READING.

Ma. FRASER . moved the second
reading of the Bill.

Motion
division :

agreed to on the following

YEAS:

Messieurs

Archibald, Macdougall (East
Bain, Elgin),
Bertram, McDougall (South Ren-
Blackburn, frew),
Blain, MacKay (Cape Breton),
Bowell, McKay (Colchester),
Bowman, Mackenzie,
Brouse, Macmillan,
Buell, McCallum,
Burk, McCarthy,
Burpee (Suwbury), McCraney,
Carmichael, Metcalfe,
Cartwright, Mills,
Charlton, Monteith,
Christie, Norris,
Church, Oliver,
Cockburn, Orton,
Coffin, Paterson,
Cook, Pettes,
Davies, Pickard,
DeCosmos, Pope (Queen's, P.E.I.)
Dymond, Robinson,
Farrow, Rochester,
Ferris, Ross (East Durham),
Fleming, Ross (Prince Edward),
Flesher, Rymal,
Fraser, Scatcherd,
Galbraith, Schultz,
Gibbs (Ontario North),Scriver,
Goudge, Shibley,
Green way, Sinclair,
Guthrie, Smith (Westmoreland),
Hagar, Thompson (Cariboo),
Hall, Thompson (Haldi-
Horton, mand),
Kirk, Trow,
Kirkpatrick, Wallace (Albert),
Landerkin, White (East Hastings),
Little, Wood,
Macdonald (Kingston),Young.-78.
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto),
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Barthe,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Blanchet,
Bolduc,
Bourassa,
Bourbeau,
Brooks,
Brown,
Bunster,
Caron,
Casgrain,
Chev-al,
Cimon,
Costigan,
Coupal,
Delorme,
Desjardins,
De. St. Georges,
Devlin,
Domville,
Dugas,
Fiset,
Flynn,
Forbes,

NArs :
M essieurs

Gill,
Holton,
Huntington,
Hurteau,
Irving,
Jetté,
Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Langevin,
Lanthier,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
McDonald (Cape

Breton),
McIntyre,
Mctsaac,
Malouin,
Masson,
Montplaisir,
Mousseau,"
Pinsonneault,
Robillard,
Robitaille,
Short,
Stephenson,
Taschereau,
Wade.-51.

Bill read the second time.

HUGH HUNTER DIVORCE BILL.-
[BILL No. 58.]

(Mr. Mc Carthy.)

SECOND READING.

Ma. McCARTIY moved the second
reading of the Bill.

Motion agreed to on the saine division
as on the last Bill.

Bill read the second tine.

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION BILL.
[BILL No. 44.]

(Mr. Mills.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE,

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole on said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

MR. LANGEVIN said he thought
the first clause should be amended so
as to read: " May register as a home-
stead an extent of such land not
exceeding one hundred and sixty
acres" instead of eighty acres, as it
-would be a great advantage to the
ownër in case he should need a large
sum of money on mortage to carry out
improvements.

MR. MILLS said there was nothing
in it to prevent a man holding 500

MR. FRAsER.

acres. The homestead law was not a
limitation of property to be holden,
but mercly a limitation of the right of
creditors to take this property for
debt. The Bill provided that, if a
man had eighty acres of land, he
might register the whole as a home-
stead; if he had more than eighty
acres, he indicated by description the
eighty acres lie wished to reg-ster as a
homestead.

MR. LArNGEVIN said that, if the
homestend was taken to be eîghty
acres only, the value should be reduced
from $4,000 to $2,000. Several per-.
sons from that region had informed
him that $1,000 would be quite suf-
ficient. The hon. gentleman should
allow a larger quantity of land to be
registered as the homestead. By the
Bill, as at present, if a man had a farm
of over 160 acres, he would have to go
to the expense of a survey for the pur-
pose of dividing his homestead from it.

Ma. MILLS said he did not think the
hon. gentleman's suggestion would ir-
prove the Bill.

Ma. BOWELL said he did not under-
stand why the number of acres should
be restricted. In a town or village a
lot might be held worth the full value
of $4,000. But a homestead of eighty
acres might be worth only $200.
While, therefore, the holder of a lot in
a town or village might be enabled to
avail himself of the Homestead Act to
its full extent, $4,000, the farmer was
restricted to his eighty acres, worth
probably not over a couple of hundred
dollars. The amount of $4,000 was
altogether too high, unless it was
intended to prevent the collection of
debts of any kind. There was such an
universal opinion in favour of the
principle of the Bill it would be almOst
heterodox to express a contrary oPIm-
ion ; and, in any case, the principle
had been affirmed. But he did not see
why the amount of $4,000 should not
extend to the farmer in a rural section,
as well as to the proprietor in the
town.

Ma. MILLS: So it does.

MR. BOWELL said that, neverthe-
less, the farmer could only homestead
cighty acres, which might not be wo'th
over $200; if he acquired another
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eighty acres alongside the first lot,
he could not homestead it. Yet the
man who could afford to put a
valuable dwelling and outhouses
on the adjoining lot could avail
himself to the full extent of
the provisions of the Bill. If it
required 500 acres to amount to the
full value of $4.000, the man who
owned that land should be allowed to
homestead it.

MR. MILLS said there was no dis-
tinction made between the rural and
urban population. A man might own
a lot of very little value in a town or
village. The principle was that he
should have the lot upon which.
his house stood. There was a
provision for the transfer of'
property by the registration of
titles. The sale of property was made
by the agreement of the party. The
title was a certificate granted by the
registrar. The homestead was regis-
tered by the endorsation upon the
certificate n the possession of the pro-
prietor, and the certificate retained in
the office. That was the manner in
which the registration took place. If
a man had a certificate for half-a-dozen
lots, merely because they did not ex-
ceed a certain maximum, it would be a
highly improper procceding to provide
that be should register all these as a
homestead. There was no doubt the
value of real estate in the first in-
stance would be very much below
the maximum sum fixed in the Bill. If
the Bill simply indicated the value of
the property the time it was taken
Possession of, it would never secure the
homestead. The very moment a pro-
prietor undertook to improve his pro-
perty, he would take it out of the
provisions of the Bill. He could not
retain it, because it could be sold as
having a greater value than the home-
stead. Wbat was desired te be fixed in
the Bill as a maximum was what
would be a fair average value of eighty
acres or lots occupied by an agricul-
turistor by a person with a fair resi-
dece in a town or village. If the
maximum value of the homesteadWere flxed very low, that low value
Would stand in the- way of improve-Ment. The owner might argue that ifie made improvements, it would in-

crease its value, and make it insecure,
and, therefore, lie would not make the
improvements. This would not be a
desirable result. One of the objects
of a Homestead Law should be to
induce every person to make his
home as elegant and comfortable
as possible. A very low valuation
would tend to defeat that object.

MR, BOWELL said the Minister of
the Interior had mistaken the question
altogether. The point lie desired ex-
plained was this: Why should there
be any distinction between one home-
stead and another; why should a
farmer, if he was to be entitled under
the second section to hold property to
the value of $4,000 as a homestead, be
restricted te eighty acres of land. The
words " eighty acres " should be struck
out of the tirst clause, and substitute
''not exceeding the value of-" what-
ever the maximum might be. The
legislation seemed to him to be ex-
clusively in favour of those who could
afford to spend $ 1,000 in the con strue-
tion of houses and personal property.
He thought $4,000 was far too high,
unless it was intended to lay down the
principle of the abolition of the collec-
tion of debts altogether.

MR. BOWELL moved that $4,000 be
struck out and $2,000 inserted.

MR. MILLS said ho had no ob jection
to that. He had already indicated to
the House that lie was prepared to
substitute $2,000 for $4,000 in the
Bill.

MR. POPE (Compton) said, before a
man could get any credit, he would
have to own property over and above
this large sum. They were actually
going te deprive a settler of any
assistance until he got a sum above
the amount put in the Bill. Probably
not one-balf the people of the country
had honesteads of greater value than
$1,000.

MR. MILLS said the principle to
which the hon. member for North
Hastings (Mr. Bowell) had taken
exception, provided against the diffi-
culty. In every case, $2,000 would
cover the whole of the real estate.
This Bill provided that, so long as the
value did not come up te $2,000, that
eighty acres shouid be the maximum
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average. 160 aeres were given as a
homestead, with permission to obtain
160 more at $1 per acre; but only 80
acres wore allowed to be registered as
the homestead, and exempted under
the Bill. The balance could be seized
for debt, so that the difficulty men-
tioned was met by this provision.

Mi. KIRKPATRICK said this was
legislating in favour of people living
in cities against those in the country.
Generally speaking, persons living in
the country would have quarter sec-
tions of 160 acres, which would not be
worth $4,000 or $2,000 for many years
to come.

Mi. MILLS: But in the villages the
lands would.

Mu. KIRKPATRICK said that,
therefore, while a person in the country
could only have half his pro-
perty exempt from seizure, the
person who lived in a village or
town would have the whole of
his property exempt to that amount.
It would be much better to exempt
the full 160 acres in the country, pro-
vided the value did not exceed $2,000.
He took another exception to this
second clause. Sub-section three of
this clause appeared to him to give,
virtually, to the wife the ownership of
the property. This was contrary to
all the legislation of other countries,
and of these Provinces. The wife had
ber rights, she had her dower, but was
not made equal owner with the hus-
band. The privileges against fhese
homesteads were, 1, debts due to the
Crown for purchase money; 2, taxes
due; 3, mortgage debts, but not un-
less the wife had joined in the mort-
gage. If she had not joined in the
mortgage she would have her dower,
but here the mortgage was null and
void unless she had joined in it. It
was, therefore, put in the power of the
wife to refuse to allow the husband to
exercise any ownership over his pro-
perty; not only that, but supposing
the wife had disentitiel herself to the
dower, no exception was made.

MR. PLUMB said he thought that if
this property was at all permitted to
be alienated by the head of the family,
alter being appropriated for the benefit
of the wife and children, it struck at

MR. MILLS.

the essential essence of the Bill. The
whole system which had reference to
the mortgaging of this property, was
a vicious one. If this was a mere
voluntary provision, repealable at the
will of the person who made iL, it
would be botter not to have it at all,
and not to make homestead exemp)-
tions. If this property could be
alienated, what was the use of this
exemption ? It was intended to pro-
vent suffering from misfortune and
improvidence, and the squandering of
the estate, and the children or wife
from being subject to the weaknesp of
the husband, at any time, and the evil
effect of any bad bargains which the
latter might make. It was a perma-
nent settlement or nothing. He could
understand how, under certain circum-
stances, it might be desirable to part
with the occupancy of property which
it would be desirable to rent; but, he
could not understand why a proposi-
tion should be mado to deprive
the family of the advantage
which the bon. the Minister of the
Interior had taken so much pains and
labour to guard in this Bill, which, as
to its whole scope, was intended to
protect the interest of the family.
This provision struck at the root of the
Bill. What was the use of homestead
exemption, if the property could be so
dealt with ? If the hon. gentleman
did not want to change this clause, let
him do away with the Bill, and say
no more about it.

MR. BUNSTER said that, while this
was a step in the right direction,
ho considered it did not go fa1'
enough. Instead of reducing the
amount from $4,000 to $2,000,the value
of the property exempted should be
increased. This was the first tile
that ho had been able to compliment
the Government on having taken iiito
consideration the poor men of the
Dominion; but an injustice was donc
in not applying these provisions to
British Columbia. In the United
States, they had bomesteads of 160
acres for each family, and also a chat'
tel homestead, securing so mach wheat
and grain to the family, thus giving
confidence to the farmer's partner,
namely his wife, in ensuring for her ' ,
home that would be of considerabs
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:assistance to herself and children, even
if her husband should die. In place of
44,000 in value, 160 acres of land should
be exempted. This was donc in the
United States, where to-day there were
plenty of good and happy homes
which the Sheriff or anybody else
could not take from these families.
He hoped that the hon. gentleman
(Mr. iMills) would give the Bill a little
further consideration, and make the
amendment he suggested. British
Columbia was unfortunately left out of
the Bill.

MR. TROW : The bon. gentleman
will remember that,in BritisbColumbia,
$2,500 in property, and $500 in chat-
tels, are exempted.

Ma. BUNSTER said that this was
the local law; but why should not the
UDominion law also apply to that Pro-
vince, where they courted immigration.
He was glad that they had a seventh
member (Mr. Trow) for British Co-
lumbia. A sixth had, yesterday, been
elected, and this gentleman would, he
was satisfied, worthily represent the
interests of the Province. If they only
obtained reasonable justice, which their
resources merited, his Province would,
in time, have as many representatives
as Ontario. If the Canadian Pacific
lRailway were built, and hon. gentle-
men took a trip over to his Province,
they would never corne back again,
Owing to the beauty of their climate,
though the Province was called an in-
hospitable country, and described as
being a sea of mountains. This was
the first time that a good Bill had been
brought down by the Government, and
still it was not made to apply to British
Columbia.

3MR. CART WRIGHT said if ho
might venture on a suggestion in this
matter, he was inclined to think that
bis hon. friend (Mr. Mills) would findthe object he had in view better
obtained by dropping the 3rd sub-
section altogether. Hon. gentlemen
acquainted vith the position in which
new settlers found themselves, wouldhe thought, be disposed to agree withm that the power of allowing a man
to n'ortgage his homestead would, to avery great extent, defeat the wholePurpose of his hon. friend's Bill. ItWas, Perhaps, not altogether unworthy

of consideration, that, in a great numa-
ber of cases, the wife's consent might
be obtained through harsh treatment,
if she happened to entertain a different
opinion from her husband on the sub-
ject. On the whole, he was inclined
to suggest that this particular clause
should be omitted. If the family be-
lieved their interests could be better
served by alienating the property,
they appeared to have that power.
He thought that this other provision
was quite sufficient, and, far less
likely to be exercised against the
wife than would be the power to
mortgage, which might expose the
wife to undue pressure.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, of course, the Opposition had no
objection to the Finance Minister ex-
pressing a vote of want of confidence
against the policy of the Minister of
the Interior. It was none of their
f uneral.

MR. MILLS: You have bal as many
funerals.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
they were very glad to see the begin-
ing of disintegration from within as
well as that they were victorious from
without. There was no doubt about
that. Thero was a good deal in what
the hon. the Finance Minister had
said. It was doing away with the
effect of the Bill in giving tho bus-
band power to mortgage the estate,
and if he quarelled with his wife, he
could get rid of her and the property
too. Lord Elgin had said, with res-
peet to marriage settlements-that
they were of no use, as wives were
always either kissed out of them or
kicked out of them. In some way or
other, busbands got rid of the property
if they wished to do so.

MR. MILLS said he had no objection
to the clause mentioned being struck
out. The only ground for inserting it
was in case the husband and wife might
wish to provide for one of the family
and desired to pledge the homestead
estate in order to raise the means.

MR. MASSON : It is very unfor-
tunate that the hon. the Minister of
Finance did not make use of that
argument with regard to the provi-
sion of the Bill of the hon. member
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for North York (Mr. Dymond) allow-
ing wives to be sworn in cases wbere
their husbands were concerned.

MR. BOWELL: Schoolmasters
abroad.

MR. FLESIIIER said that the clause
seemed ambiguous. In the second
clause, minor children were mentioned,
and in this case the term appeared to
refer merely to younger in contra-dis-
tinction to older children.

MR. POPE (Compton) : The hon.
gentleman will see that the provision
he makes against a party being de-
prived of his credit, until be gots this
large sum accumulated, is done away
with.

MR. MILLS: Not at all.

MR. POPE: You cannot raise it on
the property.

MR. POPE : Not upon the 80 acres,
but on the remainder of the pro-
perty.

S1a JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Suppose ho las only 80 acres?

MR. MILLS: Of course they do not
raise it on that ; and you have decided
that it is not in his interest that ho
should have the power of doing so.

Mu. PLUMB said ho would like to
know wbat was meant, by providing
for homestead exemption in favour of
unmarried men. le supposed that
provision was only intended for married
persons.

Mu. MILLS: The hon. gentleman
could not have read the first section.

Mu. PLUMB said that this was an
extraordinary provision. lie had
never bard of anything like it in his
life. It might exist across the border,
but if this was the case, he had never
known of it. Such a provision did not
exist in any other country, and it
was not in conformity with any noces-
sity or good morals.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
On the fourth clause,
MR. PALMER said that it directed

that the homestead could not be sold
unless the wife joined. This meant
any homestead, surely. fie wished to
point out to the hon. Minister of Inte-
rior that, if the clause stood as it was,

MR. MASSON.

notwithstanding the fact that the wife.
could forfeit, underthe 3rd and 5th sec-
tion, the right of having this home-
stead registered in her name under the
3rd section, still, as long as the wife
lived, no matter in what state, the
husband could not alienate the pro-
perty unless the wife gave her consent
to it.

Mu. M1LLS: There is an amerd-
ment on the margin.

MR. PALMER. I do not understand
what is meant by the expression " by
his wife, if living, jointly with him.1"
That is certainly funny phraseology.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK: It is funny
all through.

Mit. PL UMB asked the hon. Minister
whether lis suggestion as to the soeur.
ing of personal property was not worth
consideration ? The point -was one
which affected the whole principle of
the Bill. Either the provision of the
Bill was absolute or it was not. If it
was not, what was the good of placing
such a measure on the Statute-book?
If any provision was to be made at all,
it should be permanent. Those poor
people who would go to the N1orth.
West, believing that their property
would be permanently secured to them,
should not ho deceived.

SIR JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
ho did not see the necessity for saying
that a married man could not alienate
bis homestead "1 except the transfer
be executed by his wife, if living." If
a man's wife was not living, of course
she could not execute a transfer.

MR. MILLS: But the provision says:
" Living jointly with him."

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
lis hon. friend had adopted the sugges-
tion that the spirit of the Act would
be infringed if the husband weO
allowed to mortgage bis property with
the consent of bis wife, as, in ail pro-
bability, he would be able, by his infl-
ence over ber, to mortgago it wheOI-
ever he pleased, thus depriving her of
the benefit which the Act was spee
ally framed to confer upon her and her
children. But, although it had beey
seen fit to alter this provision, the
husband had the power left to sell the
property and put the proceeds in biS
pocket, which was infinitely worse.
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ME. M1ILLS said that, if a husband
and wife wished, by selling their pro-
perty to better their position, they
could not be prevented, and, if such
legislation was passed, more serious
evils would arise than those which the
Bill was intended to obviate. The ob-
ject of the lHomestead Bill was to
compel the owner of a property to
consult bis wife, or the wife, if owner,
her husband, in reference to its dis-
posal, so that the property might not
be mortgaged or pledged for debts
or liabilities recklessly incurred, to the
detriment of those dependent upon
them. This object, he thought, was
fully met by the Bill, without creating
the more serious results which might
arise from insisting that the owners of
a property should not have a right to
sell it.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he could not comprehend why a man
should not be allowed to raise a small
sum of money on bis property for the
purpose of making a few necessary
improvements, and yet should have
power of selling it altogether. If a
property was mortgaged, a man's wife
and family would have a claim on a
part of it at least, but in the other
case they would have no provision
whatever.

MR. LAFLAMME said the intention
of the Bill was not to deprive a man
of his liberty to dispose of bis pro-
perty, but merely to protect him from
creditors who might seize it.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Why deny him the right to mortgage ?

R. LAFLAMME: That is to pre-
vent the temptation to a creditor to
ceoerce a debtor into giving him a
mortgage.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK : He may
Coerce him into selling.

Ma. LAFLAMME: No; that is afree act, but must be accompanied by
the consent of a man's wife and family,w-ho will be called upon to decide as towhether such a sale would be a wisedisposition or not.

Ma. MASSON: I believe a man
whl More easily run into debt
'Whe" le is allowed to mortgage bisproperty than when he is preventedfroi doing so, because ho will always

be expecting to pay off the encum-
brance, thus bceoming improvident, to
the detriment, in the long run, of bis
family. If he is denied, the privilege
of mortgaging, it will make him more
careful, because he will not run the
risk of at once depriving bis family of
the only means they have of obtaining
a subsistence.

MR. PALMER said nothing could be
easier than for a man to cancel his
registration, because, all Le had to do
was to cease to occupy, so that it was
nonsense to pretend to protect his wife
in this way. ln the first section, itwas
provided that a man had no exemption
right over a homestead, except when
he himself occupied it, and the moment
he ceased to do so, bis ereditor could
take it for debt without the wife's
consent.

MR. GUTHRIE said he considered
the power of alienation entirely differ-
cnt from the power to mortgage.
While it was true that a man, by
mortgaging bis property,might eventu-
ally deprive his wife and children of
their rights, it was also true that, for
the benefit of ail, it might be desirable
to sell or exchange it. If any attempt,
such as that referred to by the hon.
member for St. John (Mr. Palmer),
was made, it would be a clear fraud
upon the Act, supposing it were pos
sible; but, while the property was in
the occupation of a man's wife or
family, such a disposition could not
possibly take place.

MR. DESJARDINS said that he
shared the views expressed by the hon.
member for Terrebonne, which, if' he
was not mistaken, agreed with those
of the bon. the Minister of Justice. It
was important, since they desired to
protect the settier in the possession of
his property, and to protect him from
the dangers of credit, to forbid him
to mortgage bis estate. They knew
that the facilities given to an indivi-
dual to go into debt were very fre-
quently fatal to him, owing to the fact
that he was thus drawn into enter-
prises foreign to the object which was
proposed to be obtained by this Bill.
In this regard, the right that was given
to the settler to sell, under certain con-
ditions, his property, was much less
dangerous, because they should imagine
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that, in adopting this extremity, the
settler would bo induced to avoid it,
because he would have acquired the
conviction that this arrangement would
not be advantageous to him; while
the possibility of otherwise alienating
his property would have the probable
effect of diverting the present law from
the end which it was proposed to
attain.

MR. FLESHER said that, in the 4th
clause, there was a provision . made
that the homestead should not be
alienated by the husband's act, except
the transfer be jointly executed by his
wife, if living; or if the wife be dead,
or there be a minor child or children
of such owner, then, with the express
approval in writing of a stipendiary
magistrate. But on the death of the
owner, if the widow survived, the pro-
perty passed absolutely to ber, and
there was no restriction with regard to
the minors.

Ma. MILLS said the bon. gentleman
would see that the fee simple was in
the husband; while ho was living, he
had power to alienate the estate, with
the consent of his wife, because she
had a life interest in the property. It
was not ber property, but her lus-
band's, and after his death it was the
property of his heirs, subject to her
life interest, and at ber death subject
to the interest of her children during
their minority.

Ma. PALMER said that,with regard
to the fifth clause, it embodied a very
objectionable qualification. It set
forth that, after the decease of the
owner, the property went to the widow,
subject to certain exemptions, and
then the proviso stated that, in case
the wite was deserted by lier bus-
band, the husband should produce
some sort of certificate to that effect.
Iow lie could do that after death, he
( Mr. Palmer) was unable to see. Even
if it could be done, it would be entirely
objectionable, because it was a clear
rule of law that a wife should not be
bound by a suit to which she was not
a party, and, in this case, the wife
would be no party at all.

Ma. MILLS said hie would
the clause by adding the
" for life," and making it

MR. DESJARDINS.

alter
words
read

that after the death of the owner
the homestead " shall go to his widow
for life," because it was the home-
stead estate that was being disposed
of, and not the absolute property.

MR. SMITH (Selkirk) said he
thought it would be much better and
safer in every respect, if the Bil
provided for the appointment of
a tutor to the estate.

Ma. MILLS: That would embrace
a great deal of property apart from
this-

MR. FLESHER said he desired to
call attention to a point that was abso-
lutely fatal to the Bill. The next
clause, clause six, provided that, in
case a difference arose between the
owner of the property and the creditor,
and they could not agree, then the
whole property should be sold. So
that all a creditor had to do to set the
Bill at defiance was to refuse to agree,
and the Bill was rendered perfectly in-
operative. He thought such cases
ought to be referred to some judicial
party.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said he
thought that the proviso to the 5th
clause should be amended with regard
to the separation of a wife from her
husband by the words " or separate
from ber husband without just cause."
If she deserted him without just cause,
and gave no aid in the maintenance of
the home, she ought to hose her
interest.

Ma. DEVLIN : Who is to be the
judge of that.

MR. KIRKPATRICK: The Judge.
The fact must be proved, and a certif-
cate given.

Ma. GUTHRIE: No Judge would
give such a certificate. The judgmenlt
is a record of the Court, and that could
only be obtained from a sitting of the
Court.

Ma. MILLS said the 23rd line
shoutd be altered so as to read "uPon
producing tho exemplification of the
judgment."

MR. PLUMB said the 6th clause pro-
vided that the owner might agree with
a creditor " with the written consenit
of his wife." If he had a vife, a"'
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right; but did the Government intend
to take every owner for a married
nan ?

MR. PLUMB said a clause should be
inserted to provide that the money re-
ceived from the sale of the homestead,
$4,00 0 , or whatever the arnount re-
served might be, should be deposited in
such a wvy that it should have the
same effect for thoir benefit as if the
homestead Lad not been forfeited. This
was a case in which protection was
most necessary.

Ma. MILLS said the $2,000 exemp-
ted by the Bill might be employed in
purchasing land again, which, upon
the necessary provisions. beiig com-
plied with, could be registered as a
homestead. But if the parties could
not agree, it was deposited in some
Government savings bank.

MR. PLUMB said that did not pro-
vide any security at ali. The money
was merely deposited in the savings
bank, pending the wife's consent. He
wanted it to ho secured to the family
so that it could not be taken from
them.

Ma. DESJARDINS said he under-
stood that, if the property was worth
more than the amount exempted, a
transfer could ho made of a portion of
it to any creditor on an agreement ho-
tween the parties. How were the re-
maining creditors to be protected ?

MR. LAFLAMME said this would be
a fraudulent arrangement, which could
be bronght before a court of justice.
The distribution of the surplus over
the portion reserved from the procee iscf the sale did not come within the
Provisions of this Bill ; that was regu-
lated by the law ot the land.

Ma. FLESIIER said a creditor had
Power to defeat the object of the Bill
by forcing a sale, which ho could accom-
plish by nerely agreeing as to what
should be exempt. The Court gjiving
judgment should have power 'to inter-Pose if the parties could not agree asto whether the homestead could be

MR. LAFLAMME said the creditoraOuld not proceed to sell or to make anagreement to sel without depositing

$2,000. This was a guarantee against
any such intention or action as the
hon. member alluded to.

MR. FLESHER: There will be
some check, but not an absolute one.

Ma. M1LLS said a creditor could
have no power to compel the sale of
the homestead unless ho had previously
deposited the $2,000. If the home-
stead was not worth that, ho could not
force a sale. The object of the Bill
was to sell, if there would be a surplus,
if not, to keep the homestead. The
question of personal property and civil
rights, upon which this House could
legislate if it chose, the Government
preferred to transfer to the North-West
Territories Council. They were acting
upon the principle that real estate so
converted might be treated as real
estate still, although it was money.
Under most of the American Home.
steads Acts, there was provision that
it should be re-invested in real estate
within twelve months; a provision
which would, perbaps, unnecessarily
hamper the action ot the parties.

MR. BOWELL said that in case a
creditor compelled the sale ofproperty
and it realized over the amount
exempted, the surplus went in part
liquidation of the debt. The amount
exempted, $2,000, went to the owner
of the homestead. Did not that $2,000
then, become personal property, sub-
ject to seizure ? It was only protected
in case the wife refused to become a
party to the transaction, in which case
it was deposited in the bank, and sub-
ject to the protection given to the
homestead itself. If the wife became a
party to the sale, and the $2,00J were
paid to the husband, it became personal
property, liable to seizure, and the
object of' the Bill thus was defeated.
The first clause ought also to provide
that sufficient property, with the
eighty acres, to enable the farmer to
prosecute bis work, should ho ex-
empted. If the property, when it
become personal property, as it did
when it became monoy, was subject to
soizure, the personal property of the
the farmer who held the eighty acrej
should be exempted.

MR. PLUMB said ho would like to
know if there was a provision made
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that the homestead should remain in the
hands of the family until the minor
child became of age. There w as a
certain fund which arose out of the
sale. To whom did it belong?

Mu. MILLS: It went to the pro-
prietor, or bis heirs if deceased, the
same as any other property.

MR. LANGEVIN said he was not
aware the hon. the Minister of the
Interior had met the remark made by
the hon. member for North, Hastings,
concerning the liabilit y to seizure of the
amount exempted in case of a sale in
which the husband and wife agreed.
Another observation he had to make
was concerning one of the provisions
in the 4th clause, which said: " To bc
drawn out only on the written order of
sueh owner and his wife, or of the sur-
vivor of them." 1 here was -no provision
made in case the owner and wife were
dead. Further down in the 9th clause,
it provided, in the case of the death of
the husband and wife, how the home-
stead was t go tothe children. But it
did not provide for the disposition of
the $2,000 deposited in the savings
bank in case of the death of the hus-
band and wife.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
he objected to the 9th clause, which
required:

"eIn case the husband and wife both die,
leaving a minor child or children, such
initor child or children, in order to continue
im@ posbession of the hîomiesýead estate, shall,
within six months after the death of the
last deceased parent, fyle with the Registrar
an affidavit, taken before some Justice of the
Peace, setting forth the facts."

Supposing the children were of a very
tender age, who was to make this affida-
vit for them? It was not provided that
il should bc made by any person; it ap-
peared, from the reading of tbe clause,
it should be made by the children. It
seemed to him that, so long as the
minor children remained in occupancy
of the homestead, they should be per-
mitted to enjoy the privileges of the
Act until they came of age, without
being compelled to register any cer-
tificate.

Mn. MILLS said itwas not the child
who made the affidavit; the child
fyled it through its guardian. Th's
estate in no way affected the fée simple.

M a. PLUMR.

The fee simple was still in the hands
of some party or other. It was im-
portant that the period when that state
of minority terminated should be
known to the registrar, and be entered
upon the register.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew) in-
quired whether the authorities of the
North-West Territories would have
power to make laws which would be
retroactive ?

MR. MILLS said the North-West
Council had not yet been given
authority to deal with real property ;
but if that power was conferred on
them, they would, of course, legislate
as they thought proper.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
that, if the power to deal with theso
lands belon ged to Parliament, the House
had the power to say that this Act
should not be changed by the local
authorities. If such a provision was
included iii the Act, and the 13th sec-
tion was struck out altogether, the
security given to the settlers going
into that territory would be very much
greater than if the Bill renained in
its present shape. Persons could go
there and register their homesteads
under this Bill, and yet be deprived of
the privileges which they Lad acquir-
ed under it. They might, in fact, bc
induced to go there under, as it were,
fraudulent pretences, acquire home-
steads and register therm, and then be
deprived of them.

hi R. iNILLS said that, whenever Lhere
were a thousand of these settiers, they
could eleet a representative to the
Norti-West Council. They could leg1'
late lor themselves, and the Iotie
could not assume that, if this measure
proved beneficial, they would abolish
it. To do so would be simply undei-
taking to tie the hands of a boJY
which, in time, nust have the entilr
control of the territory.

MR. PLUMB said he supposed that
the great object of the Bill -was t
make permanent provision as far a"
this could bc done. If it was intended
to allow this Act to be interfered With
why not strike out the section, an
not invite these people to exercise the

power. Parliament was legislating f
the interests of the people, and it was
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competent to take care of those interests
at the outset as was the Council. If
this provision was not altered, the
imeasure would not be,in some respects,
what it purported to be, but what he
feared it would turn out to be. If
it was not a permanent provision against
accidents and misfortunes in favour of
wives and children, there was no
obijct at all in passing it. The mea-
sure was not intended for the solvent
andî prosperous,who would not require
it. but for the unfortunate. This was
One ofthe most objectionable sections
in whole Bill; and ho trusted that
either now or in the future, not only
ihis section would be struck out, but
also a section would be inserted which
would meet the necessities of the case
iuch more fully.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that it was
a matter of perfect indifference
whether the section was left in or not,
because the power would remain
exactly where it now was under the
general law. They had no right to
interfere with the self-governing
powers of the people in these terri-
tories when the latter had a Legislature
of their own. It would then be for
them to decide whether this legisla-
tion was wise or unwise, and any
attempt on the part of the House to
set its wisdom above that of another
Province, as it would be, would be a
most extraordinary exercise of arbi-
trary power, an exorcise of power
which they had no right to assume,
atnd which could only give rise te in-
ternal difficulties such as existed in
the North-West Territories six or
eight years ago. They should not
assume that they were wiser than
their neighbours in the matter. A
Province would soon be formed there
and the people there would feel quite
as competent to manage their own
affairs as the people of other Pro-ninces.

R. PLUMB said that ho conceded
. proposition made by the First

Mînister. It was exaetly what he had
Iîersonally been' saying ; they shoulddeal with this question in proper shape.
lie did not see why they should mcd-
de rwilh the mnatter at all if theseterritories would very soon be able to
t4ke care of themselves. Thore was

no pressing haste and no population,
save a few hundred people.

MR. MACKENZIE : 2,000.
MR. PLUMB said that 2,000 was

not a very great number. Very
few were likely to come under
the necessities of this provision. They
had been told that these were Ihrifty,
careful and prosperous people. If tbey
were competent to take care of and
legislate for themselves, why should
they not leave these people to take
care of themselves, and avoid all this
time and trouble being taken in this
relation ? If this legislation was to be
ephemeral and to be repealed when-
ever these people choose, the House
should not occupy itself with it; but if
it was not to be repealed, let it be made
permanent.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew)
People who go into this territory and
take up land under the provisions of
this Act, ought certainly to be pro-
tected.

MR. MACKENZIE: They can pro-
teet themselves.

Ma. WHITE: Yes ; but the legisla-
tion with reference to their lands will
be under a different authority.

MR. MACKENZIE: It will be under
themselves.

MR. WHITE said they did not know
that such authority would correctly
represent the public opinion. It was a
question whether hon. gentlemen oppo-
site correctly represented public
opinion, and this might be the case in
the North-West Territories as well as
in the Dominion of Canada.

MR. MACKENZIE: It is pretty safe
if that is the case.

Ma. BOWELL: That depends on
who is Governor.

Ma. WHITE said that a provision
ought to be added by which those who
took the benefit of this Act and regis-
tered homesteads, would not be de-
prived of them by the action of another
body.

Ma, MASSON said the words, "Act
or ordinance " were used, proving
clearly that the Government wish to
band ovor to the North-West Council
the power that had been kept back

Homestead (MAncai 29, 1878.]
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last year, viz.: the power of dealing
with property. The hon. gentleman
said that this would'be the case when
representative institutions were there
enjoyed, but the very use of the word
" ordinance " proved that it was in-
tended to hand over such power to the
Council as it now existed, because a
representative body framed Acts and
the Council Ordinances.

MR. MACKENZIE: Then take out
the word " ordinances."

MR. MASSON said that they did not
want this to be done unless it could be
done properly. Was it the intention
of the Government to give to that body,
irresponsible to the people, the
right of legislating with regard
to property ? He maintained that
this was the case, if he could
judge in this respect from the word
" ordinance." If so, why should they
not at once give to the Council the
right which had been retained in this
relation.

MR. MILLS: I stated that when I
introduced the Bill.

Ma. MASSON said the Government
was now reserving the right to em-
power the Council to repeal this law.
Why not, then, throw upon ther the
responsibility of passing this very
measure ? le could understand this if
they were dealing with such part of the
public lands as would be distributed as
homesteads; but this relates to the
very part of the Bill which declared
that the estate would ho transmitted
from one to another in a particular
way. If the Council had not been so
empowered, it was because the Govern-
ment thought that the Council was not
fit to do this; and, if so, why did the
Government give the Council the right
to repeal what the House was now do
ing ? If the Council was not fit to
pass the law, why should it be fit to
repeal it ?

MR. MILLS said, under the North-
West Territories Act of 1870, the
Council bad elected members, who
must far exceed in number the
nominated members before they
became a Legislature, with legislative
functions and powers; and, until then,
the laws which the Council passed
were denominated Ordinances, so that

MR. MASSON.

the hon. the First Minister was quite
correct in what he said. le did not
think it desirable to give plenary
powers to a nominated body; but,
long before they would become a Legis-
lature, under the provision of the
North-West Territories Act, the
Council would have representative
members.

MR. MASSON said very wei.
Did ho understand the hon. gentleman
to say that it was not the intention of
the Government to give the Council
the right to repeal this law until the
Council had elected members ? The
point was a serions one.

MR. MACKENZIE: There is no in-
tention to make a change at present,
of course.

MR. MASSON: Is it right that the
Council should repeal the measure
before the people have some kind of
representative institutions ?

MR. MACKENZIE: They may have
representative institutions at any
time, as the hon. gentleman will notice
by reading the North-West Territories
Act, as soon as they have a certain
population within a certain limit.
There are now several districts which
would probably be entitled to a men-
ber. Prince Albert has, probably, this
right, and another district; but, there
is no intention on the part of the Gov-
ernment to make a change until there
is a reasonable nunber to constitute a
constituent body.

MR. DESJARDINS said it would be
wrong to deprive settlers of acquired
rights.

MR. MILLS : The word " lawful" is
used after the word " ordinance."

MR. LANGEVIN said that, either
this clause should be struck out alto-
gether, or it should bo amended in sucl
a way that the provisions of this Bill
could be altered, or amended, or re-
pealed only by a legislature elected by
the people, and not by a body non-
inated by the Crown. This Parliaiment
should retain the right to amend Or
repeal this Act until representative
institutions were established in the
North-West, when, of course, the
Legislatures would have the same
powers as those of Que bec and Ontao'i
and the other Provinces.

(COMMUONS.) Exemption Bill.
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.MR. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
jLeman forgets that they have repre-
sentative institutions now. It requires
no legislation to give these institutions,
for they absolutely have them now.

Ma. LANGEVIN: Before they have
sufficient population ?

Ma. MACKENZIE : We do not
know how soon the population may be
there. We cannot tell that.

MR. LANGEVIN: Why insert the
word " ordinance " ?

MR. MACKENZ[E: Suppose that
the entire number of Councillors al-
lowed by the North-West Territories
Act was ;now elected, it would still be
an Ordinance under the terms of the Act.
The word "ordinance expresses all
that the Territorial Legislature can do
under the existing Territorial Act;
and there is no intention to change it at
present, and no intention to allow a
handful of people to make ducks and
drakes of property in the territory; but
as soon as the population becomes some-
what larger in a particular part, no
doubt new Provinces will be laid off.
In the meantime, however, the acts
of Government will be entrusted to
this representative body with two or
three nominated members that the
Act gives us the power to appoint.
Suppose that this clause were out alto-
gether, as soon as the power would be
given to them under the Act of 1875,
then they could logislate upon this
subject. The moment that you give
them the power, which the Goverior
in Council may give, then they can
legisiate upon it precisely the same as
with this clause, which simply declares
that there is no intention to interfere
with the rights of these people, -when-ever they have matters relating to realproperty or real estate under their
charge, and deprive them of the right
which they would have in any caseunder the general Act of legislation
on these matters. So there is no pos-
sible harm in the clause remaining asit 's.

Ma, LANGEVIN said that if au-
thority could be given by the Gover-
Clo.General in Council to Localkinuncils to legislate on matters of thisWh'f , this clause was not necessary.
Why should people not have a perma-

nent right over their property ? As
soon as a homestead was registered by
a settler, his wife and children had au
acquired right in it, and it was de-
cidedly 'unfair that, after that right
was conferred upon them, they should
at any time be deprived of it.

MR. MACKENZIE said the people
themselves, through their representa-
tives, had a perfect right to alter the
law as they chose. Parliament had
no right to force a homestead law on
any territory or Province. When,
therefore, the North-West territory
was constituted a Province, the peo-
ple would have a right to decide
whether they would continue the law
now passed or not. It would be for
them to say whether it was a beneficial
law or not. Most of the members of
the House seemed to believe the Bill
was one which would be attended with
beneficial results, and ho concurred in
that opinion. It did not matter a par-
ticle, so far as the Bill was concerned,
whether the clause in question was left
out or not.

MR. POPE (Compton) said it was
desirable to omit the section, and thus
not break faith with settlers.

MR. GUTHRIE said the section
should be allowed to remain, because
it let people know what they might
expect-that the law was liable to be
changed, whereas, if it was left out,
they would be led to suppose that the
present legislation could not be inter-
fered with.

MR. DEVLIN said it would be use-
less to pass a law giving a homestead
to those who miight choose to
avail themselves of the enactment, and
then, in the course of a year or two,
dispossess them of the rights they had
acquired. He was of opinion that no
future legislation could interfere with
the rights acquired under this Act,
and, if any Council, after the lapse of
a few years, endeavoured to set i t aside,
it would be guilty of a downright
fraud. He thought it was impossible
for any Legislature which might
hereafter be established to set
aside the titles to these homesteads,
which had been acquired under the
authority of the highest Parliament in
the Dominion of Canada. As suggested
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by the hon. the First Minister, how-
ever, this clause might be omitted
altogether, because, by so doing,
neither greater nor less power would
be given to any Legislative 'Council
which might, in time to come, be es-
tablished. If persons who were op-
posed to settlement in the North-West

-persons in the United States and
elsewhere-observed the clause, and
published it in the newspapers, an
argument might be founded upon it
which would materially interfere with
immigration into these territories, and
woul defeat the very object which the
Government and the ilouso had in
view.

MR. MILLS said he did not attach
any importance to the clause, and had
no objection to its being struck out.

Clause struck out.
Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.

House adjournied at
Ten minutes past

Twelve o'clock.

HOJSE OF COMMONS.

Monday, lst April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at
Three o'clock.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

MR. STEPHENSON said he wished
to bring up a matter which ho thought
was a breach of privilege of the louse.
The matter affected himself personally,
and ho considered that it deserved some
attention and some expression on the
part of the House. It was contained
in a letter written from Ottawa,
dated House of Commons, 30th March,
which appeared in the Hamilton Even-
ing Times of Saturday last. The para-
graph to which he referred readas fol-
lows:-

" The impression is gaining ground that
the disg-aceful Bunster-Cheval affair is
chargeable to Sir John A. Macdonald and
Mr. Stephenson, the Tory ' Whip.' It is
stated that they egged Mr. Bunster on to
sending his note to Mr. Cheval, and that Sir

MR. DEmLIN.

John was at the door of room 13 when the
parties met. Not only that, but that he met
a member for Toronto and told him there
was going to be a figlit. It is positively
known that Sir John knew first of the affair,
and was the first to carry the news into the
Chamber. Mr. Bunster has a narked eye
this morning,and hangs his head from sharne.
He was so ill last night after the excite.
ment that two doctors were sent for to attend
hin. Everybody regrets the row, for whiclh
Mr. Cheval was not to blaine. It is said that
if Sir John A. Macdonald, Messrs. Caron,
Stephenson and Macmillan would tell all they
knew about the Bunster row, they could tell
a pretty story. It is now said that after Mr.
Cheval entered the roorm the door was locked,
and that Sir John stood at it, hoping Mr.
Bunster would thoroughly thrash Mr. Che.
val. Mr. St. Jean, who saw him there,
asked to be let in, and was told never to mind
-it was all right. He, however, lbrced an
entrance and separated the combatants."
All he had to say was this: During
the evening of Friday, after dinner, he
had had no conversation with Mr
Bunster in any way or on any subject
whatever. Ho knew nothing about
the disturbance, and lie was not present
or near the door at the time it took
place. It was not until some time
after the disturbance had concluded
that he knew of its occurrence. le
had nothing more to say, except that he
did think that certain parties engaged
in newspaper correspondence fromn this
House, and in this House, were appar-
ently totally incapable of telling the
truth. So far as he was concerned,
however, of course, he was used to
this sort of thing, having been for
many years a newspaper man him-
self.

An HoN. MEMBER: Iear, hear.
MR. STEPHENSON said he recog-

niz'd, coming from the Ministerial
benches, the voice of the member
for North York (Mr. Dymond). fie
thought that this hon. gentemanis
experience tended, probably, in soue-
what the same direction as his oWn,
but, only so far as abuse was concerned,
as possibly the hon. gentleman had
rather indulged in it -regarding others
than received it himself. Hs (Mr.
Stepbenson's) experience, however, Vas
in the opposite direction. In con-
clusion, it seemed to him that there
were correspondents bore who ought
to have a little more regard not onJY
for the amenities of society and COm'
mon decency in connection with sociat
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and political life, than to absolutely
coin stories of the kind he had already
called attention to, and which had not
ascintilla of truth in them. He merely
made this statement in justice to him-
self and his constituents, because, he
did not think it was right that such
falseboods should be sent forth con-
tinually and be coined from day to day,
as they appeared to be coined.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he could only say this about the matter
which his hon. friend had brought up:
lie was standing in the Chamber
when the hon. member for Fron-
tenac (Mr. Kirkpatrick) came in
and said that Mr. Bunster and Mr.
Cheval had gone to have a meet-
ing in Committee Room No. 13, and
he (Mr. Kirkpatrick) was afraid that
there would be a collision. He merely
said to Mr. Kirkpatrick, " Come round
and let us go back," and going out into
the passage he met-and this was the
the only true statement in the
whole paragraph-Mr. Macdonald,
the member for Centre Toronto, and
said to him, that there was going
to be a fight in Committee Room
No. 13. The hon. gentleman said:-
"It is all nonsense, you are humbugg-
ing me," and walked away. He (Sir
John A. Macdonald) went round and
opened the door, and saw the two hon.
gentlemen talking apparently quite
pleasantly. He thon turned away,
and scarcely had he turned away before
he heard the sound of blows. That was
the whole story.

MR. MACKENZIE: Do I under-
stand that the hon. inember for To-
ronto did not go with the hon. gen-
tleman to see the fight ?

S1R JOHN A. MACDONALD: Yes;
he came back as soon as he heard theblows, and ho did &o as soon as he
aOuld. e did not believe it at first,and he said: III thought you were
hutnbugging me, but I heard sucha nloise that I turned round imme-
diately." t

ra. MACDONALD (Centre To-rono ) said he thought that the right
hon. gentleman had forgotten to stateSie said to him (Mr. Macdonald):
goiu are a Inan of peace; there is

ng to be a row; you come and
97

try to prevent it." The hon. gentle-
man had certainly impressed him from
his manner that, if there was to be a
row at all, ho (Sir John A. Macdonald)
was extremely desirous to prevent
any such resuit.

MR. BLAKE: You thought he was
"humbugging?"

MR. MACDONALD said ho had
stated : " Surely there cannot be any
such serious intention," but ho thon
heard a tremendous row, and, as had
been stated, he went there immediately
afterwards.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. gentleman followed. He
thoughi that the proprietor of this
newspaper should adopt the very pro-
per course taken by the Glo>e, and dis-
miss the correspondent. It would tend
to its respectability.

MR. BOWELL said he knew
nothing about this transaction, but
the same correspondent,a few days ago,
had reported, and that statement had
been copied in a local paper, that
he had bullied-he believed that this
was the expression used-the Clerk of
the House into giving up to him some
paper. All he had to say was that
there was not a word of truth in the
allegation. Any one who knew the
Clerk of the House was aware that
there was not a more courteous officer,
he supposed, in the Dominion, or per-
haps in the world ; and he took this
opportunity of saying publicly that,
neither directly nor indirectly, had he
ever used a discourteous word towards
the Clerk, or ever sent him a discour-
teous message. This was as pure and
complete a falsification as the most fer-
tile brain could possibly conceive, in
order to lie about members whom they
did not like.

MR. WOOD said there was one thing
which ho must say to the credit of the
correspondent in question. He believed
that this gentleman was credibly in-
formed as to every word that he had
sent in this despatch. Whelher it was
judicious or not to send it, ho was not
to say; but he was quite satisfied that
the correspondent had got his infor.
mation from parties who knew what
tbey were talking about, or at least
who made him believe him so. He
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was quite satisfied that the correspon-
dent of the Hamilton Times would not
send a report contrary to fact that ho
knew to be so, any more than any
gentleman in the House would do ; and
ho was certain that if the correspon-
dent had wronged any hon. member
in any way, ho would be the first man
to make it right.

SmR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
difference is this: he makes the facts,
and, therefore, it cannot be contrary
to the facts ho makes.

MR. WOOD said that the facts were
there as stated, and they had not been
controverted in the House. He thought
that it was wrong to send these state-
monts to the papers; the correspon-
dent might have done it hastily, and
perhaps if he had had a longer time to
consider the matter ho would not have
put it as strong as had been the case.
At the same time ho did not think that
ho was any more to blame than some
other correspondents, about whom
nothing had been said in the House.

MR. MAcDONNELL said ho would
not attempt to apologize for the cor-
respondent of the Hamilton Times ;
but there were other correspondents to
whom reference could be made, and
particularly one from Nova Scotia,
who had had the audacity, a few
days ago, to attack an hon. member
of the House in a most inexcusable
and gross manner, for which it would
be a mild proceeding to attach for libel
if the attack were made on an ordinary
citizen, and more so since it was
directed against an hon. member of
the House. An attack had been made
on himself in this paper, the Morning
Herald, of Halifax; and not only so,
but his conduct and his proceedings in
this fouse had been most grossly mis-
represented, and in such a way as to
justify the correspondent in being
brought before the House and corn-
mitted. The ridicule which had been
thus perpetrated, regarding members
of the Hlouse, was actionable or indict-
able for commitment with respect to a
private individual or citizen. He
did not intend to read these
articles; but he might say, that
they might not perhaps, have been
eorrectly attributed to any person
until their author, a few days

MR. WOOD.

ago, bad published in the Ottawa
Citizen the fact that he (Mr. Griffin)
was the editor of the Morning
Berald of Halifax. It was not worth
while to give that individual the in-
portance that would be attached to
him were ho to be brought before the
House, but ho (Mr. MacDonnell)
thought the Speaker ought to exercise
the powers invested in him, and exclude
such offending correspondents from the
galleries of the House. He cared not
to what papers these correspondents
were attached, for, in any case, the
honour and dignity and decorum of
the House should be preserved un-
sullied, and to do so was to perform an
obligation and duty which they owed
to the House and country, and to those
who sent hon. members there to sit in
the Chamber. The Speaker should
so exclude all persons who had
displayed the contumely towards
hon. gentlemen that was exhibited
by this correspondent from Halifax,
who, a few Sessions ago, had
attacked a most esteemed and honour-
able and a most worthy member of
the House in a gross and wanton and
libellous paragraph having respect to
the hon. gentleman's infirmities. Only
a few days ago, this correspondent had
used the term " donkeys " with regard
to hon. members; and this over his own
signature.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: It
is a Parliamentary word.

Ma. MAcDONNELL said that hon.
gentlemen might laugh, but he
wisbed to tell hon. gentlemen that
they were all equally vulnerable.
He was quite willing to break
a lance with this correspondent,
but ho did not desire to give to this
individual from Halifax any unduO i"
portance. He would reiterate that it
was due to the decorum and dignitY of
the House that the Speaker should eX-
ercise the power invested in himn, and
bave excluded-and that permanentJ
-from the galleries of'the House cor-
respondents who so disregarded the
honour and dignity of the House.

Mu. HADDOW said that, in 00king
over an article written by the indim-
dual alluded to by the hon. mernb
from Inverness (Mr. MacDODell), h
had found his own character rpferred
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to as being dishonest. He had not felt
inclined to take notice of the asper-
sion, as he had some idea of the char-
acter of the paper in question, owing
to the fact that he knew a certain gen-
tieman who had found it necessary,
though in sympathy with the party
represented by the Morning Ierald, to
exclude it from his family on account
of the scurrilous language which it
contained. As he was aware that this
was the character of the paper, he had
,corcluded that it was not worthy of
his notice.

MR. MITCHELL said that he too
had something to say in this connec-
tion. Some worthless fellow, repre-
senting the Globe newspaper, referred
to him the other day in the correspon-
dence in a disreputable manner. Of
course, no inember of the flouse would
be guilty of such a thing, 'and he (Mr.
Mitchell) treated the writer with the
contempt he deserved, which, he
thought, vas the best way to
answer such scurrilous remarks com-
ing from any correspondent. He did
not see why gentlemen who felt thern-
selves aggricved in this respect should
take up the time of the House in dis-
cussing such scurrilous charges; they
should be treated with the centempt
they deserved.

MR. PLUMB said lie too had a
grievance in this respect, but he did
not think it worth while to criticise
the remarks made regarding him, at
any lengtb, before the Hlouse. They
reminded him, however, of a, donkey
story, regarding a nobleman high in
rank, but not in intellect, who was
recommended to the order of the
Thistle. There was some demur to
giving him that high distinction, and
the Minister who was urged to confer
the honour-Lord Derby, he believed
-on being asked why he still re-fused, said that, if the Thistle was
granted to the nobleman in question,he Might eat it up. He thought this
Pertinent to the affair in question, and
hon, gentlemen who did not wish to
eat the Thistle had better let news-
paper criticisms pass. He did not.ttach the slightest weight to the cri-0

15srns of the members of the gallery,"d the only thing whieh caused him
tn leasantness was to be praised by

971|

INSOLVENT INSURANCE COMPANIES
BILL.

(Mr. Blake)

FIRST AND SECOND READINGS.

Mn.. BLAKE introduced a Bill (No.
65) to make provision for the winding
up of Insolvent Incorporated Fire and
Marine Insurance Companie-. He
said a meaure had been introduced
fbr the purpose of winding up the
Agricultural Insurance Company, and
its provisions might have attracted the
attention of the flouse. It appeared
to the Committee on Banking and
Commerce, to which the Bill was
referred, that some of its provisions
were open to very grave objection as
applied to a private measure. As the
House was aware, provision was made
for the winding up of insolvent incor-
porated companies, but these pro-
visions were expressly excluded from
having any effect with reference to
three classes of companies-bank-
ing, insurance and railway. Sub-
sequently, it was found neces-
sary to apply those provisions
to insolvent incorporated banking com-
panies, and an Act was passed last
Session, he believed, applying them
with the necessary qualifications, of
course, to banks. It was now thought
desirable to apply those provisions to
incorporated American insurance com-
panies as well. For his own part, he
thought it might be an improvement
to have a separate Bill, or make sepa-
rate provision for the winding up of
different insolvent insurance corn-
panies; but, as he knew, it would be
hopeless to attempt to prosecute such
a measure in the House. The modifi-
cations which he ventured to suggest
were these: The House would at once
realize that a very large proportion of
the creditors of ao insolvent insurance
company were persons who had a
claim for an unearned premium. Take
the case of the insurance company
now under discussion in the Comnittee
room. He believed connected with it
there was between $30,000,000 and
$40,000,000 involved, representing,
perhaps, as many thousand risks.
The individual claims for premiums
would not be much, but, in the aggrc-
gate, they amounted to a lare sum.
He proposed to make the person pre-
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ferring such claims creditors for the
proportion of unearned premium
against the assets of a company, follow-
ing out, in that particular, the provi-
sion made in the general law. lie pro-
posed that the first or post notice
given to this vast mass of creditors
should receive sufficient publicity by
being inserted in the Gazette and a
local newspaper. Ris other modifica-
tion was, that it should be the duty of
the assignee, after examining the re-
cords of the company and taking the
evidence of its officers, to collocate to
those persons as creditors on a divi-
dend of loss, giving them at the same
time the right, if they disputed the
award, to make a claim, and giving to
those whose claims would amount to
$10 the power to collocate without
going to an expense which would
swallow up their claim altogether.
Another modification he proposed was,
that the assignee should be authorized,
with the assent of the creditors (given
at a meeting whore the policy holders
might vote if their dlaims were each
under $100), to act on a resolution to
be afterwards drawn by a Court or the
Judge, making provision for the
transfer of outstanding risks to
any solvent insurance company
reported by the Superintendent of
Insurance as being in a satisfactory
condition. The assets of the insolvent
company would remain in the hands
of the assignee as security for the
performance of the obligations under-
taken by the new company. This
arrangement might be made in many
cases, thereby involving a much less
loss to the creditors of a company than
by winding up the business. There
should, ho thought, be a short season
during which risks might run off. He
had shortly explained the general
scope of the Bill, because ho felt that
at this stage of the Session, the measure
could only be adopted by the unani-
mous consent of the House. It seemed
to him that the only way to pass it
would be by a suspension of the
rules, and the second reading of the Bill,
in order that it might be discussed in
Committee of the Whole. He feit it
his duty to make this suggestion to
the House at the present moment, but
it depended on how it was received
whether he should move the second
reading or the suspension of the rules.

MiR. BLAKE.

Mit. BLAIN said he desired to canl
the attention of the House to one or
two points connected with the subject
before the House. As the hon. mem-
ber for South Bruce had explained,
a question arose as to the Bill now be-
fore the Committee. He might
say that ho was on the sub-Com
mittee, and that very consid-
erable difficulty was experienced
in dealing with the question. fe
might state also that that difficulty
had not, in any wise, been removed,
Objection had been taken by the hon.
member for South Bruce, in the first
instance, that this question ought not
to be dealt with except as a branch of
the general Insolvency Bill. That
proposition would, he apprehended,
affirm that the House ought not to
resort to special legislation in any case,
and the Bill before the Committee
was ordered to stand over in order
that the general Bill might be brought
before the flouse and taken advantage
of. He did not agree with the idea
that it was the duty of the House to
adopt a rule which would tic its bands
in dealing with insolvent companies.
It seemed to him that, in cases wheie
interests so important were involved,
they would bo obliged to resort to
special legislation. It could be very
weIl seen that if the Bill now befor'e the
Committee was not adopted, no logis-
lation could be got through the flouse
this Session which would -relieve the
company referred to, the risks con-
nected with which amounted, as had
been stated, to between 830,000,000
and $40,000,000. His hon. friend
from Hamilton said the risks had been
reduced somewhat. Probably they
might have been, but he (Mr. Blain)
was merely going on the basis of the
statement made by the hon. meMber
for South Bruce. They were now
asked to suspend the rules of the
Hlouse in order to introduce this Bill
but ho thought it might vory firl
be considered whether it was nO
really the duty of the Iouse to s
whether they would deal with the case
under the general terms of the British
North America Act. It seemned tO

him that, in the event of a railway 1
any other great corporation gettin'
into trouble, it was absolutely esseDtia
that they should resort to special le
islation, and he would object, ther-
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fore, to hanpering the hands of the
House in dealing with insolvent corn-
paries. He thought a Bill should be
made which would meet the particular
case under the consideration of the
Connittec.

-MR. PALMER said ho entirely
agreed with the remarks made by the
hon. member for South Bruce, and
when the Bill came before the House,
he would be prepared to deal with it.
He foresaw that considerable difficulty
would arise in dealing specially with
the private rights of corporations. As
every member of the House was aware,
the tendency of the Insolvent Bill was
to destroy the rights of creditors, and
he was, thorefore, opposed to it. It was
improper to call the measure proposed
by the hon. member for South Bruce
an Insolvent Act, because it was not
intended to destroy a single right pos-
sessed by a cred1 tor. It was to conserve
the funds of insolvent corporations, and
the hon. gentleman deserved credit for
introducing such a measure. His (Mr.
Palmer's) attention had been turned to
this subject lately. and the House
would doubtless boar with him when
he said he was satisfied that general
legislation was pernicious. He did not
refer specially to the Bill introduced
by the hon. member for West Nor-
thumberland, which was proposed,
doubtless, with a good object; stilli
he had several objections to it,
because, instead of the creditors
taking charge of an estate, it was left
to the care of the debtor. That wasan objection he could not get over,
though he had a high opinion of the
good intentions of the hon. gentleman.
lHe saw no means of getting over the
difficulties Of the case exeept by some
such legisistion as that proposed by
the hon. member for South Bruce.

R. IIOLTON said that as referencehad been made to the position of the
Pivate Bill now before the Committee
(In, Banking and Commerce, ho might
le permitted, in the interests of theouse, to state the position in which
i really stood. His hon. friend from'est York had assumed that the fate0f the Bill under his charge was do-
Pe'dent on the adoption of this
lXeasure Such, however, was not the

When the attention of the Com-

mittee was called to the inexpediercy,
perhaps the unconstitutionality of
dealing with a private Bill on the
insolvency of corporations, they
thought it wotld be better to test the
sense of the Hoiuse in respect to a
general law before deciding as to
whether they should favour the private
Bill or not. The private Bill, therefore,
stood before the Committee for con-
sideration. Thero was the strong est
possible desire to give relief to those
who applied for it, but they all felt
that if that relief could be given under
the shelter of a public law, in respect
of which no question of constitution-
ality could possibly arise, it would be
much better, and, thereforo, the bon.
member for South Bruce hac brought
this Bill before the House.

MR. DELORME said he thought
there was no need for the rules to be
suspended, as there would be plenty of
time to discuss this matter. He knew
of cases where not only the share-
holders but the people insured had
been defrauded, and le considered that
this side of the question ought to be
taken into consideration. It was
known by all that the publie at St.
John sùffered very largely from the
great fire. Subsequent to that calamity,
insurance agents were here, there and
everywhere about the city, but the
only good they did was to give em-
ployment to a few clerks. This was a
case in which several members of this
House were interested, and came as a
severe example. He did not say for a
moment that the directors were to
blame; he believed the directors in
this case, at least some of them, were
honest mon, and did what they ho-
lieved to be their duty, but that they
were misled by the managing director.
The publie ought not to suffer, how-
ever. simply because certain directors
had been misled and because certain
shareholders had taken up capital in
a concern at one-quarter its value,
omly paying $25 for every $100 sub-
scribed. He considered that, under
the circumistances, those shareholders
ought to pay the full amount sub-
scribed, and when they found that the
managing director had four hundred
shares of the company, and that he
had paid nothing at all on those shares,
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he believed this was the proper time
to deal very severely with such com-
panies. The insurance inspector ought
to feel it his duty to see that those who
were insured in these companies
were secured, and, also, to see that the
shareholders also were secured. Thei e
should bo a report in such cases, show-
ing if every shareholder had paid his
share.

Mi. ROCHESTER enquired whether
this Bill would interfere with the gen-
eral Insurance Act.

Ma. HOLTON: No;
vides machinery for the
such companies.

it only pro-
winding up of

Mit. BLAKE said the Bill proposed
that the same assigneo should be ap-
pointed as under the present Act, to
manage the general liquidation, but it
provided, also, that he should distribute
the deposits. It did not alter the rights
of any persons having claims against
th estate, but was intended as a more
inexpensive mode of liquidation; the
costs, at present, sometimes amount-
ing to as much as the claims.

Mn. ROCHESTER said he hoped
the bon. gentleman would go a little
further and place some remedy in the
bands of the insurance agents against
the large expenses incurred. They
were aware that, as the law stood, a
coroner must bo appointed, and that
coroner must summon a jury for every
fire. If that could be changed in some
way, so that the resident magistrate
might take evidence on oath with
reference to every fire that took place,
it certainly would be the means
of avoiding a great deal of ex-
pense. He had something to do with
one insurance company, and he firmly
believed one-half of the number of
fires that had occurred during the past
year had been wilfully caused by those
interested.

MR. BLAKE: A great many more
than one-third, I dare say.

MR. ROCHESTER said he thought
resident magistrates ought to be em-
powered by law to make a preliminary
examination in every case of fire, and
this would be a great saving of expense
and a great benefit to the country.

MR. DELORME.

MR. DESJARDINS said that, fromt
what he understood of the Bill that
the hon. member for South Bruce had
brought forward, he thought it went
very far towards meeting the objects
of the promoters of the private Bill.
These objects were not to deprive any
of the creditors of a company of any
right they might have against it, but
to prevent needless expense in the
winding up of a company. From the
moment a company stopped business
many of the creditors went to law in
order to protect their claims, and so
both the company and creditors were
put to a large expense. They had no
remedy for this, and, therefore, the com-
pany came to Parliament for relief.
Subsequently, it was considered that
the relief should come from a general
lawrather than from a private Bill, and
he understood that the Committee were
willing to give such a rem3dy as would
meet the special requirements of
the company. With these consider-
ations before thom,he hoped the House
would permit the rule to be suspended
in order that the Bill might be read a
second time.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, from what be could perceive of
the principles of the Bill, he had no
arguments to urge against the rule
being suspended to meet the expedien-
cy of the case. If the motion was
agreed to, when would the Committee
be likely to meet upon it ?

MR. HlOLTON : The first meeting
will be on Wednesday. In fact the
private Bill to which reference has
been made stands first on the orders of
the Committee, and if this Bill could
reach this Committee in time to be
considered in connection with the pri-
vate Bill, it would be a great convemi-
ence.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it might form a precedent, but taking
into consideration the fact that, if the
rule was not suspended, the matter
would be thrown over until next week,
he would agree to the motion.

MR. POULIOT said that, in iany
points, the Bill was unsatisfactory, and
ought to received further consideration
before it passed the second reading
He should oppose the suspension of
the rule.

(COMMON S.] Companies Bill.
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MR. BLANCHET said several mem-
bers had spoken of this Bill from the
shareholders' point of view. He spoke
as a policyholder, and while he be-
lieved, as stated by the hon. member
for Chateauguay, that this House was
always ready to come to the relief of
companies, ho trusted that those who
had this legislation in their hands-the
hon. member for South Bruce and
others-would sec that all interests
concerned were safely guarded.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
ho would suggest that, before the Bill
came before the Committee, it should
be printed and distributed among the
inembers, and that those interested in
the Bill might go before the Com-
mittee, either to forward or oppose
any clause of it.

MR. HOLTON said ho deemed it
essential to have the Bill in the hands
of every menber, in a printed form,
before the Committee sat.

Bill read the fßrst time and second
time.

BROCKVILLE & OTTAWA & CANADA
CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPA.NIES BILL.

[BuL No. 9.]

(Mr. Galbraith).

CONSIDEIED IN CsMMITTEE.

liouse resoled itself into Committee
on said Bill.

Ma. McDO UGALL (South Ren fre w)
moved an amendment to the 6th
elause, that the words " five hundred "
be erased and the words "seven hundred
and fifty" be substituted. His object, lie
said, was to establish a limit to the
amount of stock that might be issued
in the amalgamated company. Certain
municipalities, in the constituency
which lie represented, had stock in the
Canada Central Railway, one of the
two Companies which were to be amal-
gamated under the Bill. It was pro-
Ps»,ed that the stock which theyjointlyheld, $12,500, should be reduced toless than $17,0oo. He wished to im-press upon the Cormittee that the
proposed reduction was asked without
any evidence whatever having been
'hOwn that such reduction should take
Place. The method of giving stock to
the present stockholders in the two

companies was, according to the Bill,
so much per mile over both lines,
namely: at the rate of $6,500 on each
road. This assumed that the two
roads were equally valuable. Before
the Committee concluded they were
equally valuable, they should certainly
have some information on the subject.
It was quite manifest that, in a con-
sideration of this kind, two things, at
least, should enter, viz.: the present
earnings ana future prospects, of
each of these two roads, res-
pectively, and the debts now
existing upon each of them. Before
that Railway Committee, he drew at-
tention to the fact that the interests of
the persons whom he represented in
Parliament would be seriously affected
by the proposed legislation. He had
suggested to the legal gentleman who
had been looking after the interests of
these railway companies, in conjune-
tion with the member for North Lanark
(Mr. Galbraith), that some information
should be given this House on this
subjeet before asking for legislation to
take away from these people what
were their apparent rights. It was
suggested that one of those companies,
the Brockville & Ottawa Railway
Company, had received legislation in
the Ontario Parliament for the pur-
pose of reducing the stock of the share-
holders in it, and that, therefore, when
this Brockville & Ottawa Company was
to be amalgamiated with the Canada
Ccntral Railway Company by this Bill,
it was right that the Committee should
consider the losses which the Brock-
ville & Ottawa Company had previously
suffered. He contended that they
could not proceed on what had been
done formerly with reference to these
companies. They were obliged to
consider the position of both companies
at the present time. They should con-
sider the assets of the two companies
when they joined in this partnership
-a partnership exactly similar to one
entered into by two individuals. An.
other point which had been raised
with reference to this matter was that
municipalities, when they aided rail-
ways, recoived stock as part of the
consideration, the principal consi-
deration being supposed to be
the benofit of the railway running
through their part of the district. If
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the municipalities had a right te
the stock, they had a right te all the
advantages which flowed from it. If the
Committee considered the fact that the
Canada Central Railway Compan y, the
road in which these individuals for
whom he was now contending had an
interest,was to form a link of the Pacific
Railway, and thus be in a much better
position than the Brockville and Ottawa
-Railway Company, which was liable to
bave a great portion of its traffiec eut
off by the Kingston railway, which
would be built in a short time, they
would see that the future prospects of
the Canada Central Railway were
much superior te those of the Brock-
ville and Ottawa Railway Company.
lie believed Parliament should be very
loath te allow legislation of this kind
te receive its sanction without having
some proof that the interests of the
country were to be benefitted by it, and
that interests would not be unduly
sacrificed by such legislation. It was
true that, when a representative of a
particular portion of the country advo-
cated the interests of a particular sec-
tior or of the whole constituency which
he represented, hon. inembers gener-
ally were apt to look with some degree
of suspicion upon the statements he
advanced. It was supposed to be very
natural that a man should advocate the
interests of his constituents, whether
their claims were really just or not.
On the other hand, if the people of a
portion of South Renfrew had a just
claim, no other hon. member had the
same riglht te put it forward as the one
who represented them. Any other hon.
member would feel delicate about push-
ing forward a claim of a particular con-
stituency, so long as its representative
sat in the House. Ho had the right
te expect from the representatives of
the people in this House, that, unless
the Canada Central Rail way and Brock-
ville and Ottawa Railway showed better
reasons than they have produced for
the proposed reduction in the stock
of the municipalities te which
he referred, they would not accede te
their request for such reduction. The
stock in both companies, except the
amount held by the municipalities, was
owned almost entirely by persons who
were promoting this Bill. Any legisla-
tion reducing their stock would rot

MR McDoUGALL.

affect the other individuals as it would
the municipalities, because the former
held the entire balance of stock in both
companies. He proposed the amend-
ment so as to leave the stock of the
three municipalities in the position in
which it was heretofore held in the
Canada Central Railway books.

MR. GALBRAITH said there were
two questions asked by the hon. mem-
ber for Renfrew which lie could not
answer. The first was as to the debts
of the respective companies, and the
second was as to the probable
prosperity of the roads in the
future. The people of lenfrew
offered bonuses te the company
if they would go on and extend
the road, in return for which tbey
received stock in the company. The
road had been extended, and thus the
principal thing for which the people of
Renfrew contracted for had been ob-
tained. With respect te the stock, the
people of Renfrew held, out of 12,425
shares, 425 shares. The parties holding
the balance, 12,000 shares, had agreed
that this reduction should be made.
The reduction upon the original stock
of the Brockville and Ottawa Railway
was 90 per cent., so that the stock
originally held by that company repre-
sented now only 10 per cent. of what it
originally was issued at. The reduction
was to be equal over the whole stock.
Should there at any time be a dividend,
the reduction having been the saie,
and the amount to be divided being the
the same, the dividends would be the
same. Under all the circumstances,
the House would form its own judg-
ment on the facts.

Ma. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said that when they gave their money,
they obtained two things: the railwaY,
and a certain amount of stock in it. The
experience of most persons who had
anything to do with railway com-
panies was, that they did not obtain
from those corporations more than
they were entitled te, under their
agreements. The municipalities havg
obtained stock, it should not be re-
duced unless sufficient reason were
afforded; and it should be shown that
on the amalgamation of the two com-*
panies-an amalgamation which he
was bound te say was advisable in the
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public interest-the stock would not be
reduced beyond what justice and fair

play demanded. It would be of no
consequencO if the reduction was made
in the same proportion. But Le held
that the property of the Canada Cen-
tral was better than thatof the Brock-
ville & Ottawa Railway. While it
might be difficult for him to show that
such was the case, nevertheless, when
the companies came before Parliament
and asked for amalgamation and power
to interfere with the rights of private
individuals, who had an equal right
with the companies to tLe protection
of Parliament, they should show ample
grounds for the reduction of the 3tock
us proposed. No iacts had been ad-
duced, either before the Railway Com-
mittee or the Ilouse, to warrant the
reduction, and the whole burden of
proof; in that respect, rested on the
company. Without such proof being
submitted, the stock should be allowed
to remain in its present position. 11e
denied the accuracy of the contention
that there was no point to be made
from the fact that the rest of the stock
in both companies was held by a pri-
vate company. If the roads were able
to pay interest on the bonds, and leave
a surplus for working expenses, it
would be of vast consequence, for the
greater the reduction in the stock, the
more profit would accrue to that pri-
vate Company.

Ma. LAFLAMME said the hon.
member for South Renfrew (Mr. Mc-
Dougall) had admitted that the
amalgamation was made in the in-
terests of both companies and that it
had been a matter of consideration by
the stockholders. The bondholders
and stockholders of both companies
had agreed upon the amalgamation,and, after valuing the assets of the com-
panies, Lad arrived at what would
hereafter be common property. The
hon. member had forgotten that those
statements were given by the com-
panies. The bondholders who covered
the entire value of the property and
hol the stockholders-except thoseholding stock to the value ot $42,000
' one company, and wbose claimsWere a vocated by the bon nember
fthaNorth Renfrev-ad agreed upon

vhat valuation, and that the amalga

mation should be made upon that
basis. Any surplus would be dis-
tributed yro rata to the respective
shareholders, notwithstanding the
nominal value of the stock.

M. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) said
the hon. the Minister of Justice
had forgotten that the information
which was necessary to enable
them to determine whether the pro-
posed reduction should take place in
the stock of private individuals Lad
not been laid before the Railway Com-
mittee. Nothwithstanding the re-
marks of the hon. Minister, he was
not shaken in the position he had
assumed.

MR. IAGGART said that, when it
was considered that nine-tenths of the
stock of the Canada Central and Brock-
ville and Ottawa roads was held by a
single individual, itwould be seen that
it was a matter of comparative indiffer-
ence to him what were the terms of
amalgamation between the two com-
panies. That might, however, be a
rratter of vital importance to parties
who held a small amount of stock.
The position taken by the hon. mem-
ber for South Renfrew (Mr. McDou-
gall) was a very proper one, in view of
the fact that the Bill would authorize
the company to make a new issue of
bonds, which, in all probability, would
be taken up by the same individual,
and it gave, moreover, the power, which
had not been obtained by any other
compaiy, of absolutely selling and
disposing of the rights, title and fran-
chise of portions of the road.

Amendment negatived.
On the- lth clause,

Ma. HAGGART moved an amend-
ment to place the irunicipalities as
stockholders in their original position.
He said that, by an Act of the Ontario
Legislature, the bonds were reduced to
25e. on the dollar, and as the stock-
holders, represented by the gentleman
to whom reference Lad been made,
agreed to the proposa], the remaining
stockholders were obliged to submit,
and the minority were thus legislated
out of their rights. Under the Bill,
bonds would be issued over them, and
they asked toe b reinstated in their
original position.
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Mi. GALBRAITH said a loan was
granted by the old Parliament of
Canada to the counties of Lanark
and Renfrew, the town of Brockville
and the township of Elizabethtown,
to enable them to assist a company
in building a railway to reach from the
St. Lawrence, at Brockville, to Pem-
broke, at Ottawa River. After some
time the, company which first under-
took the contract for the road failed on
account of o-e of the principal contrac-
tors being lost at the time the Arctic
steamship was burnt. Censiderable
confusion arose as to how the road was
to be proceeded with. It was under-
stood other parties were applying for
the debentures that had been granted
to those municipalities; and the pro-
bability was that, unless those deben-
tures were issued in a short time, they
might be given to other places. The
County Councils of Lanark and Ren-
frew, with the township of Elizabeth-
town, which was unwilling at that time
to enter into the arrangement, and the
Town Council of Brockville, which also
was unwilling to enter into the ar-
rangement, agreed that they would go
on and build the road as far as their
means, which comprised the debentures,
could extend it, expecting that they
would have sufficient to complete it to
the Ottawa River. A large amount had
been spent on it at the time, and it was
supposed that they could complete it
and put it in a position for traffic.
They proceeded with the work and ex.-
tended the road from Brockville as
far as Almonte, when the means
in the hands of the municipali-
ties failed. So long as the parties in
England, who advanced all the iron for
the railway, received interest upon the
bonds they had accepted in payment of
the iron, they were satisfied that the
road was in a good condition; but so
soon as the debentures of the munici-
palities had been exhausted, the com-
pany was unable to pay the interest,
and those parties thereupon sent an
agent to Canada to ascertain the rea-
sons why the interest was not paid.
When he came here he found the com-
pany was in a hopeless insolvent posi-
tion, and he refused to render any
assistance until such time as it was
agreed that the road should be handed
over. to the parties he represented.

MI. HAGGART.

The old company was unwilling to
surrender the management of the road
and kept control of it during several
years, endeavouring every year to raise
in England, upon such securities as
they could offer, sufficient money to
enable them to extend the line. Uljîti-
mately, finding they could not do that,
they entered into an agreement with
the agent of the parties in England.
Immediately after the completion of
that agreement, and also an agreement
which the agent entered into with the
municipalities respecting their lien
upon the road, he advanced at once
$300,000 in gold, which was expended
on the road, and extended it from
Almonte to Sand Point, placed a large
amount of rolling stock on the line, and
built a large machine shop and round
house at Brockville. Since that time,
those parties had kept control of the
rond, but they found that the amount
of securities tney held was something
like $600,000, together with the
amount of the indebtedness of the com-
pany, with the interest annually
accruing, made it utterly hopeless to
expect the company would ever be
able to redeem itself. Those parties,
therefore, came forward, and having
obtained the assent of a large number
of persons holding bonds and stock in
Canada, applied to the Ontario Legis-
lature, and obtained an Act reducing
the entire amount of stock and bonds
held. The bonds, up to a certain date,
were to be reduced at the rate of 50
per cent., bonds received after that
date, and all bonds held by parties in
Canada, were reduced to 25 per cent.,
and ail stock held by other parties re-
duced to 10 per cent., and the whole
was converted into ordinary stock of
the company, bearing no interest.
That comprehensive scheme was en-
tered into with the hope of placing the
road in a proper position. It was noW
proposed that the two roads should be
placed in such a position as would
enable them at some time to redeem
themselves from the burden of debt
that rested upon them, and they came
to Parliament to ask that a measure
might be passed with that view,
and this party, holding $500 worth Of
bonds, asked that the bonds of tli
company should be paid over to the
parties holding the stock of the col-
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any. It was the intention that the
new issue of bonds should be applied
generally to two purposes: first to pay
off the bonded debt of the company,
and all the ordinary liens and debt of
the company, and in the meantime
that the balance should be appropriat-
ed towards the extension of the Canada
Central Railway. If this resolution
were to pass, and if these new bonds
were to be paid over to the old bond-
holders in proportion to the amount
of bonds which they held, it would
swallow up the entire amount of the
bonds left after paying the ordinary
bonded debt of the two companies as
it stood at present; consequently, he
thought that the House would sec that
it would be utterly preposterous to
adopt the amendment moved by bis
hon. friend.

MAR. LAFLAMME said that the
hon. gentleman would find, on re-
considering his motion, that ho wanted
the House to destroy a solemn engage-
ment entered into by parties under
the sanction of the Local Government
of Ontario, which would be contrary
to ail principles of law. They had no
right to interfere with this legislation.
It had been settled by competent
authorities when this railway was
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the
Ontario Legislature, and to do so
would be virtually to repeal these pro-
vincial enactments and revive claims
which, by mutual consent, had been
arranged and settled. He believed
that the hon. gentleman would sec
that his motion could not ho carried.

MR. HAGGART said that here were
bondholders who held but a very small
portion of the stock of the company. As
had been stated in the House, nine-
tenths of the stock of both companies
was held by one individual, who, by his
maere voice, could issue bonds that
raight cut out enttrely the other bonds
of the company, bis own and others.
It was in this individual's interest that
his Own stock should be wiped out in
both companies, if the entire control
(f the road was given him. Three-
fourths of the stock had the right of
legislation under this Bill, and thosowho beld but a small portion of it had
n0 voice at all in the matter. Thisperson could do what he liked. What

right had one person. who owned, per-
haps, nine-tenths of the stock, to the
prejudice of the holders of the remain-
ing tenth, to sell bonds for the exten-
rion or building of the road from Pem-
broke upwards ? He could issue bonds,
purchase the road and build it, and, in
tact, do anything he liked, without the
consent of the holders of the remain ing
tenth. If it was provided that not
only three-fourths of the stock, but a
majority consisting of three-fourths of
the stockholders of the company
should take action, some protection
would be given to those individuals
who now had none whatever.

Amendment negatived.
On clause 13,

MAR. HAGGART said that it was an
extraordinary one. It divided the
road into two sections, eastern and
western. The former was already
built, from Ottawa to Pembroke, and
the latter was unbuilt. This clause
allowed the amalgamated company to
enter into a contract for the further
construction of the road ; but they
were to be in no way liable to the con-
tractor or to any person who entered
into the contract for the Western ex-
tension, further than related to the
bonds issued for the Western extension.
In explanation of this clause in Com-
mittee. the promoter of the Bill had
stated that negotiations were in pro-
gress, whereby a contract was being
given to an individual, with the con-
sent of the Government, for the build-
img of this portion of the road. He
would ask the leader of the Govern-
ment in what position the contract
with this individual was ?

MR. MACKENZIE: It is in an un-
executed position.

MAR. HAGGAIRT said it would be
an extraordinary thing for an hon.
gentleman and the leader of the Gov-
ernment to allow a company, which
was about to enter into a contract
with the Government for the extension
of the road from Pembroke upwards,
to be relieved from all liability with
regard to the extension, as far as the
portion already built was concerned.
This clause relieved the company from
ail liability to the Government, and, in
facs, allowed them to enter into a con-
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tract for the extension of the rond on
receipt of % certain bonus, without
being at all responsible to the Gov-
ernment.

MR. LAFLAMME said that this
clause was intended to proteet the
bondholders of the amalgamated com-
pany which would be authorized to
construet the extension, provided that
the party doing so would take for
security that portion of the line. Con-
sequently, this was in the interest of
the stdckholders, and it would be
another matter for the Government to
consider if the contract was to be at
all made with the Government.

MR. HAGGART: I understood that
the Act gave the Government power
to enter into a contract with existing
or contemplated railways.

MR. LAFLAMME : No extra power
whatever is given. It leaves the two
companies exactly as they were in that
respect.

MR. HAGGART : Decidedly ; butit
allows the company to enter into a
contract with the Government, while
it will not be at all liable with re-
spect to the portion of the road already
built. The bondholders or owners of
the road already built to Pembroke
will be in no wise liable for the com-
pletion of the contract.

MR. LAFLAMME: It will be liable
when the contract is completed. Tho
moment that the contract is executed
the amalgamated company will become
responsible to the amount of $12,000
per mile on bonds to be issued.

MR. HAGGART said ho thon did
not understand the clause. It stated
that the arnalgamated company might
contract for the construction of the
extension known as the Western
section, or any part thereof, without
being liable in respect to the Eastern
section, urtil it should have accepted
the extension from the contractor.
The latter might never do that.

MR. LAFLAMME: Well, thon, the
extension will never be built.

MR. HAGGART said it might be
built and the money advanced, to
the amount of $12,0O per mile, by the
Government.

MR. HAGGART.

MR. LAFLAMME: But it would
not be advanced until the rond is- com-
pleted.

MR. HAGGART: The hon. gentle
man says so; but bas i.ot money been
advanced on that section of the road
ready for the iron.

MR. LAFLAMME : That is another
matter altogether.

MR. GALBRAITH moved that the
11th section be struck out.

MR. HAGGART said that, if this
was donc, the 13th section would also
have to be omitted. Washe to under-
stand that the only part of the Bill
which made the eastern section of the
road at all liable as to the extension of
the road, was to be removed by this
clause concerning the western series of
the bonds and the balance of 1he pro.
ceeds of the eastern series ? Was be
to understand that the liability would
relate solely to the western section ?

MR. GALBRAITH said that, as he
understood it, the eastern series of
bonds would be issued, and the ordi.
nary bonded debt of the company
would be redeemed by this class of
bonds. The western series of bonds
would be issued for the extent of the
road to be built; and the whole amount
would be applied, ho supposed, to-
wards the construction of that road;
and the balance of the eastern series of
the bonds, after redeeming the present
debt of the company, to which it was
intended that the bonds shoald be ap-
plied, would also be applied to the
extension of the road.

MR. HRAGGART said there was no
clause to cover this matter. They
struck ont the balance of the proceeds
of the eastern series which was to bo
so applied; this was the only clause
permitting the issue of any portion of
the eastern series.

MR. LAFLAMME: That is stated
in a previous clause. The western
series alone shall be used, and only
after the acceptation of the road and
the payment of all existing liabilities
on the eastern section, preferential and
otherwise, shall these bonds be ex-
ecuted on the eastern series, and pay
for the western extension.

Motion agreed to.
On the 13th clause,
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MR. CURRIER said that one man or
one private individual owned both
roads, and permission was to be given
by their legislation to contract for the
extension of the road to-he did not
know where. At all events, this legis-
lation would authorize that extension
of the road, and at the same time it
piotected the property of these indi-
viduals from being liable to the
creditors of the company for the ex-
tension. It exempted the property
beld in these two roads from any
liability on the part of this one man or
this one private individual with regard
to the extension of the rond.

Clause agreed to.

MR. PALMER said the Bill had
been altered in Committee, and on its
third reading ho would move its post-
ponement for three months. If ho un-
derstood it correctly, the Bill virtually
allowed the company to build a rail-
road, reserving at the same time a por-
tion of their property which should
not be liable to seizure for their debt.
He must protest against such legisla-
tion, and he could not understand how
a Bill like that could have passed the
Committee on Railways. lie thought
the hon. Minister should make some
explanation in answer to the question
put by the hon. member for Ottawa.

Mi. LAFLAMME said the answer
had already been given. It was in
the interests of the Canada Southern
Railway that such an extension as that
sought should be granted. To effect
this extension, Parliament was asked,
on behalf of the shareholders of the two
analgamated companies, to sanction a
provision that theirliability should not
be affected, the Canada Southern being
liable to a certain extent for the
construction of the western portion of
the line. Certainly, there was nothing
mn that to cause alarm.

Ma. PALMER said that did not
explain away the fact that the eastern
portion of the railway company'sroperty was to be held free fromhabilities which the company mighthave incurred.

KM. LAFLAMME: That is a matter
for the contractor. If ho is satisfied
""th less security, what have we to do,With it?

MR. PALMER said the company
might contract debts with a farmer
and other parties, and when payment
is wanted it is found that there are no
funds out of which payment can be
made. That was the objectionable
part of the measure.

Ma. LAFLAMME: If 'ny hon.
friend builds a house, he does not
become liable to all the workmen who
are employed by the contractor.

Ma. PALMER said he did not pro-
pose that the company should be liable
except for what they agreed to in the
contract. What ho contended was, that
no part of their property should be
exempt from liability in case the con-
tractor might have a just claim against
them.

MR. LAFLA)MME: Then, will not
the hon. gentleman allow the company
to make a contract?

Ma. PALMER: Not unless the com-
pany is liable to pay for breach of
contract.

MR. LAFLAMME: The hon. gen-
tleman bas as much right to interfere
between the company and their con-
tractor, as he bas between private
individuals. It will be for the persons
who enter into an arrangement with
the railway company to say if they
have a proper security for payment of
the work done or not. We are not
obliged to legislate for them, or say
we will exact such and such securities.

Ma. BIGGAR: We will say that the
Canada Central IRailway is represented
by one man who is worth a million of'
dollars, part of which consists of rail-
way property. He wants to extend
his road a hundred miles further, and
ho comes to this House and asks our
consent, and yet, asks that his pro-
perty is to be exempt from the liabili-
ties which ho may incur. I do not see
what justice there is in such a pro-
posal.

Ma. MACKENZIE said ho had not
had an opportunity of being present
at the Railway Committee when this
Bill was being discussed, but, having
paid some little attention to the re-
marks made by the hon. member for
St. John, and the member for Ottawa,
ho bad come to the conclusion that it
was a matter of indifference whether
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the clause was allowed to remain or
not. Ttie railway company would
have a right to make what bargain
they pleased with a contractor, and
they might also exclude any portion of
their property from being held as
security for the performance of the
contract. He believed they could do
so whether the clause remained or not,
and it was a matter of indifference,
therefore, whether it should be ad-
hered to.

MR. PALMER said that, though it
might be perfectly true that a man
could enter into a contract of this kind
with his eyes open, no part of the com-
pany's property should be exempted
from liability, unless for some very
particular reason. If the clause was
retained, the company, although they
had a considerable portion of their
property still in their possession, could
refuse to pay a single dollar, on the
ground that they had no funds.

Mi. MACKENZIE said this referred
to a specific contract already entered
into, and it was merely provided that
the company might, if they pleased,
enter into an agreement with con-
tractors by which a certain portion of
their line might be exempted from
being held as secuxrity.

Ma. PALME R: You are wrong in
that.

MR. MACKENZIE: That is how I
read it, and reading it in that way
makes me suggest that it is a matter of
perfect indifference whether the sec-
tion should beretained or not. The hon.
gentleman said, a little time ago, that
articles under this clause might be ob-
tained from farmers and others along
the line without payment being made.
Now, there can be nothing ofthe kind,
because the contractor will order
everything himself. As the hon gentle-
man is aware, few contractors are
great simpletons, and they will be the
best judges as to the security they
want.

MR. PALMER said this was a vici-
ous piece of legislation altogether.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that at the
Most, the stipulation in question was
mere surplusage. He quite under-
stood the force of the hon. gentleman's

ML MACKENZIE.

argument, but the Bill could not be
considered in the general sense of tend-
ing to evil.

Ma. LAFLAMME said the corpora-
tion stood in the position of an indi-
vidual, and could make a contract
under the ordinary conditions.

Ma. GALBRAITII said the contrac-
tors might suffer in the interim; but
there was only a contract in anticipa-
tion at present, and those parties who
were likely to enter into a contract,
would thoroughly understand the posi.
tion in which this Bill placed them.
The company would agree to pay
them a certain amount in money
and a certain amount in bonds
of the company, per mile, for the
construction of the road, and these
contractors would understand that,
besides the road they were mak-
ing, they had no claim in any portion
of the present constructed.road until
such time as their contract was com-
pleted, and the road was taken off
their hands. The present contractors
were not to be held in any way liable
for the new portion of the road con-
tracted for, and the company would
have no liability on account of the new
portion until it was finished and the
contractors had been paid according to
their original contract.

Ma. PALMER said that the great
difficulty was the length of time that
might be taken in building a road.
The Pacifie road, foi instance, might
be in course of construction for twenty
years. He did not see any object in
this provision at all, because, as he had
said before, if a man made a contract
under that Bill, his agreement would
be as chaff; the Company could do what
it liked. They might enter into a con-
tract for the building of the road, and
although the work might go on tO
forty years, creditors would have "0
hold upon them, except as regarded
the property that might be used
in the construction of the road.
Thon the hon. gntleman said, with
reference to corporations, that any
corportion could come to this IHIous
and get power to do anything; but no
corporation was allowed to start with-
out having some capital, without haW-
ing something over the contract.
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Ma. MACKENZIE: Any number.

Ma. PALMER: Without anything
at ail ?

MR. MACKENZIE: Yes, without a
cent.

Ma. PALMER: Then all I can say
is that it is a most vicious state of
legislation. Jf any company, whether
for railway or other purposes, could
work upon the credit of this country
with any capital at all subscribed, I
was, happily, ignorant of it. I hope
the hon. gentleman will strike this
out of bis Bill. At present, the great
evil of the country is that these cor-
porations are incurring debts and
liabilities, and yet their property is
not liable.

MR. IRVING said he understood that
under no circumstances would the com-
pany be responsi ble for the eastern sec-
tion, and that the extension should
not be made available by the builder
or contractor of the western section
until it had been accepted upon such
terms as might be agreed upon be-
tween him and company. There was
nothing involved in that. It was
looked upon by the Committee as
a safeguard to the public, that
they might know the terms under
which that section was being built;
and surely there could be no objection
to a provision that placed the company
in a position to build the road, but
shut out any person from any respon-
sibility in respect to each contract,
except the contractor himself, who
would have bis liability limited under
the terms of bis contract.

Bill ordered to bo reported.
ilouse resumed.
Bill reported.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.

After Recess.
EEAUHARlNOIS CANAL ENLARGEMENT.

QUESTION.

.Y IROBILLARD enquired,Whether
it il the intention of the Government
to cause the work connected with the
-epairiug and enlargement of the Beau-

harnois Canal to be commenced next
summer; and, if not, when such work
will be begun ?

MR. MACKENZIE: The Govern-
ment do not propose to procoed with
the St. Lawrence canals this year.

THE SUPREME AND EXCHEQUER COURT
ACT.

QUESTLON.

MR. MITCHELL, for Mr. MCCARTHY,
enquired, Whiether it is the intention
of the Government, during the prosent
Session, to introduce a Bill to amend
" The Supreme and Exchequer Court
Act," by requiring that there should
be four Terms or Sittings instead of
two in each year ?

Ma. LAFLAMME: It is tho inten
tion of the Government.

RECOGNITION OF NATURALIZED GER-
MANS AND OTHER CANADIAN

SUBJECTbi.

QUESTION.

Ma. YOUNG enquired, Whether any
further despatches have been received
from the Imperial Government in
reply to the Address to Her Majesty,
unanimously passed by the House of
Commons in the Session of 1875, pray-
ing that naturalized Germans and other
Canadian subjects of the British Crown
may be recognized and protected in all
parts of the world ?

MR. MACKENZIE: The only reply
received to that address was the des-
patch from Lord Carnarvon, published
in the Sessional Papers of 1876, in
which bis Lordship stated that it was
not possible, at that time, to make
arrangements with the view of carrying
out the views adopted by the House
of Commons in its resolution and ad-
dress. But bis Lordship proposed,
after the work of the Session was over,
to take the matter up with the view of
finding some solution. That has never
been done, to our knowledge ; at least,
no despatch bas been received from the
Imperial authorities since that date.
It is probable the attention of the
Imperial Government will be drawn to
this subject again by the Administra-
tion here.

General [A PRIL 1, 1878.]
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WINTER COMMUNICATION WITH PRINCE
EDWARD ISLAND.

QUESTION.

Mr. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.) en-
quired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to take any steps this
season towards the construction of a
railway from the Intercolonial Rail-
way, near Aulac, to Cape Tormentine
in New Brunswick, and from Cape
Traverse to the main line of railroad
in Prince Edward Island, for the pur-
pose of placing the Island in continuous
communication in wmnter with the
Intercolonial Railway system of the
mainland of the Dominion, as required
by the terms under which the Pro-
vince of Prince Edward Island con-
sented to become a part of the
Dominion of Canada?

MR. MACKENZIE: I must ask the
hon. gentleman to expunge the latter
paragraph. " As required by the terms
under which the Province of
Prince Edward Island consented to
become a part of the Dominion
of Canada." We can scarcely
admit of an argument in a question.
In reply, as a matter of course, after
all that has been said and written
about the success or non-success of
establishing communication, the whole
subject is under the consideration of
the Government, with a view to the
adoption of the best means possible,
under the circumstances, of effecting
that communication. I can hardly say
more at present.

INTER-PROVINCIAL FERRY
RESTIGOUCHE.

ON THE

QUESTION.

MR. HADDOW enquired, Whether a
promise was at any time made by the
Government to aid, by subsidy, the
establishment of an Inter-Provincial
Steam Ferry, between Campbellton
and Cross Point, on the River Resti-
gouche ?

MR. MACKENZIE: I cannot find
that any promise of this kind has
been made. I am not aware that it
had been made by the late Administra-
tion. I um perfectly certain it was not
made by the present one. There could
be no object in making such promise,

MF. MACKENZE.

because all ferries of an inter-provincial
character are regulated by public
action. There may be special circum-
stances in this case, but I have not
been able to find any communications
between the Government and the local
authorities. in the nature of a promise.

WHARF AT ST. ANNE, CHICOUTIMI.

QUESTION.

MR. CIMON enquired, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to,
build a wharf at St. Anne, in the
county of Chicoutimi ?

Ma. MACKENZIE: I am not able to
answer that question at present. Some
works have to be done in the neigh-
bourhood, but what the precise nature
of these works is, I cannot, at present,
say.

EXPLORATION OF BIC AND PETIT
MÉTIS HIARBOURS.

QUESTION.

Ma. FISET enquired, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to
complete the exploration of Bic lar-
bour, and also to cause an exploration
to be made of Petit Métis Harbour?

Mn. MACKENZIE: The explor-
ation of Bic Ilarbour was mostly con-
cluded a£ a previous time. The west-
ern part has yet to be fully completed.
It is our intention to complete that
part this year, and also to make an ex-
amination of the Little Métis with a
view to ascertain its capabilities to
become a good harbour.

LONDON EMIGRATION AGENT.

MOTION FOR BT".RN.

Ma. POPE moved for a detailed
statement of the money paid out by
the London Emigration Agent during
the years 1876 and 1877, respectiVely,
showing to whom paid, and for What
service.

Motion agreed to,

1NDIAN AGENT AT TOBIQUE RESERV

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDEN<CE.

MR. COSTIGAN moved for copieý
of aIl correspondence between the GO0
ernment and the Indians of TobiqIt

(CV MM ONS.] Business.
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Reserve in New Brunswick, regard-
ing the appointment of a resident
Agent, and of all other correspon-
dence bearing on that subject since
1873. lie said that, about the year
1872, a change was made in the Pro.
vince of New Brunswick by which,
instead of local agents, the experi-
ment was tried of appointing two
general agents for New Brunswick,
one of whon was appointed for the
eastern, and the other for the western
sections. Shortly afterwards, great
dissatisfaction existed in hIs Province
with regard to this change. He, in
particular, called the attention of the
Government to it, and succeeded in
getting instructions sent to Mr. Spragg
who was then, he believed, Superin-
tendent of Indian Affairs, to appoint a
local agent. He was satisfied that
everything had been settled to
the satisfaction of the parties
interested, but on making fur-
ther enquiries found, that Mr. Spraggs
had, in the meantime, died, and mat-
ters remained in the same state. Dur.
ing that year, a change in the Govern-
ment took place and Mr. Laird became
Minister of the Interior, with, of
ecourse, control of the Indian affairs.
lie (Mr. Costigan) brought the matter
under the notice of the Government
by motion in the louse. On that oc-
Casion, Mr. Laird stated he was not
aware of the circumstances, but would
enquire into them, and that, in all pro-
babilitv, he would visit the Province
during the coming summer, and
seethat the grievances were re-
dressed. The hon. gentleman did not
cone. At the next Session, ho (Mr.
Costigan) again brought the matter
before the flouse. -He pressed it again
while the flouse was in Committee
'f Supply. The hon. the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries said the
matter would then be taken upby the Government. The matter hadrenained in the same condition, year
after year. What he cQmplained of
Was that, by the present arrangements
there were certain Indian funds accu-niulated by certain small, very small.
revenue in the Province of New·
runsweek. Nine-tenths of the moneyderived from the Indian reserves all

wae the Province of New Brunswicxc
",as derived from this Tobique Indian

9S

reserve. These Indians wanted a local
agent; they petitioned for one five or
six years ago, and had since renewed
their petitions every year. They
complained that the present agent
lived at Fredericton, about one hun-
dred miles from them, where ho
could not be consulted by them; that
he drew, at the same time, some
$400 out of their monies to pay
his salary, and was entitled, be-
sides, to travelling expenses, and that
this was unfair to them as it ab-
sorbed a large amount of their very
small revenue; while they could get
a responsiblo man, one in whom they
could have every confidence, living on
the reserve himself, who would perform
the whole service for about one hun-
dred dollars per year. Besides this,
the Government had deemed it
wise to give permits to eut lum-
ber upon this reserve. This per-
mission was a wise one, because it was
better this timber should be eut, as if
not cut in this way and revenue de-
rived from it, it would be destroyed by
fires, the country being settled around
this reservation. With regard to
stump work, parties had got licenses
to cut lumber on this reserve, on pay-
ment of $1 per thousand logs. The
inconvenience of the agent living at
Fredericton was plainly shown that
when he came to collect stumpage, his
travelling expenses amounted to ninety
cents per thousand logs ; in fact,
doubling the stumpage. The whole
complaint of the Indians was this:
they believed the Government was
their protector, that the Government
had control of their property and were
to give them an agent to look after
them, whom theycould consult. That
agent lived a hundred miles away.
The Indians said: give us an agent
residing upon the Indian reserve,
whom you could appoint for one hun-
dred dollars per year, which would
save $300 out of our fund, and give us
an agent to whom we might apply in
case of necessity. The Indians had a
tract of land cleared on this reserve.
The white settlers who were granted
lands on this same reservation, and
were included in the district or parish,
passed certain regulations with regard
to their lands, the result of which was
that their cattle were allowed to run

Indian Agent at { AR1L 1, 1878.]1
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and destroy the crops of the Indian
settlers. The result was, they had
turned this cleared tract of the Indian
into a common. He could sec no objec-
tion to the Government appointing a re-
sident agent at a salary of $100. The
Indians had recommended an agent
who, he was certain, would give every
satisfaction. The Govern:ent had said
last year they did not care to displace
an officer. le did not desire that Mr.
Fisher, wlho was the present Indian
agent in that section of the Province,
should be dismissed, but that he should
continue to discharge his duty within
reasonable distance of the reserve, so
that he might not be in a position to
eat up the small revenue of the In-
-dians in travelling around the country,
when a resident agent could be found
who would have no travelling expenses
to pay. The Indians had sent in peti-
tions signed by all members of the tribe
in the vicinity, asking that that small
favour might be granted. His object
in moving for the papers was to place
the facts before the country and submit
the case fairly before the Goverument,
and ask them to give it their serious
-consideration with a view to satisfying
the demands of those people.

MR. MILLS: The subject has re-
eoived consideration. I have looked
into the application of the Indians and
the representations made by the hon.
gentleman, and as soon as the Session
is over I have no doubt whatever I
shall be able to deal with it in a manner
satisfactory to the hon. member.

Motion, with leave of the Hjouse,
withdrawn.

THE CASE OF SERGEANT HART.

MOTION FOR COIMRIsPONDENCg.

Ma. COSTIGAN moved for copies
of all correspondence between the Gov-
ernment and L. Hart, RE., regarding
his appointment as Drill Instructor un-
<er Lieutenant-Colonel Scoble, and his
subsequent dismissal, also of all other
correspondence relating thereto, and to
the complaint of Sergeant Hart on ac-
count of loss sustained by said dis-
missal and otherwise. He said in sub-
aMiting to the louse his reasons for
ïnoving for the papers, ho could not
adopt a better course than to read ex-

Ma. CosTIGAN.

tracts from papers which had been
placed in his hands. The gentleman
who complained of having sustained
loss from being dismissed from office
improperly made the following state-
ment:-

"I came to this country in May. 1875,
having been discharged at Bermuda from the
corps of Royal Engineers, after servinc!
21 years and 2 months, and failed to finâ
employment till November of the saie year,
when I was informed at the Pension Office
in Toronto that a certain Col. Scoble was
about to raise a corps of engineers, and had
been making enquiries for such a person as 1,
for the purpose of being instructor, etc., to the
proposed new corps. 1, therefore, wient to
see the Colonel, who then and there engaged
me at a salary of $300 a year, and a house,
rent free, with a promise to obtain ne a civil
situation as well, at two and a-half, or two
dollars, at least, a day, in addition to my
military appointment, and giving me to
understand that he had the necessary
authority, and would commence operations
forthwith ; but, this, I soon learned was not
the case, and that he was only negotiating
for authority at the time, instead of having it,
as lie gave me reason to believe he had. This
was deception number one, to begin with, and
three months elapsed before the necessary
authority was eventually given to form tbe
corps; and, in the meantime, I understood
from him that I was to receive pay from the
time of my engagement with him, as the
delay was no fault of mine. The corps was
not organized till the 15th January, 1876,
and on the 19th, Col. Scoble requested me to
write him a letter asking for the appeintient
of Instructor, in order that he might have
something to show as a basis on whtich to
ground an application lie was about to inake
to the Government for $200 a year towards
the payment of my salary of $300. This I
readily agreed to do, never for a moment
thinking that it would afterwards be con.
strued to mean that I had not had the ap
pointment previons to that date, but simply
as a guarantee to the Government that Col.
S. was acting in good faith, and that he
really had engaged me as rnstructor, and,
moreover, though the original compact be-
tween us was only a verbal one, 1 neyer
doubted that a person holding rauk as a
j Colonel' could be other than a gentlemian.
* * * So nuch did I depend on the Col-
onel's promises that I refused a situation, at
$40 a month, as night watchman, aud, of
course, among other matters,had great cause
to regret havrng donc so. I wish it to be
carefully noted that the fact of the Colonel
applying to the Government for the $200 had
nothing whatever to do with me, for, whether
he succeeded in getting it or not, le would,
according to our agreement, have to paY me,
it being with him I made the contrct,
E ventually, the Colonel got me into the 0offce
he was in himaself, at a salary of only 0
year, instead of what he originally promi
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me, still leading me on to believe that it was
only temporary; but, finding that the posi-
tion was unsuitable in every way, and that,
in vulgar parlance, he was only hoaxing me,
I resigned-not from the corps, as lie en-
gaged me for three years, but fron the civil
appointment. Atter the lapse of fifteen
months from the time of my engagement,
things continued to be in a very unsatisfactory
state, I only having recei ved $180 out of $375,
and this mostly from other officers of the
corps, instead of from Col. S., as command-
ing officer."

Mr. Hart made the folllowing state-
ment in regard to the manner in which
he was dismissed:-

'Wlen His Excellency the Governor-
General visited Toronto in January, 1877,
the engineer corps was detailed to furnish a
guard of honour for the occasion, and an
orderly for His Excellency, if one was re-
quired, and, as I was out of civil employ-
ment at the time, Col. S. asked me if I would
be orderly-my position on the staff either as
Sergeant-major or Instructor, exempting me
from the performance of such duties-to
which I replied that I would on his letting
me know if I was wanted. I accordingly
made arrangements for performing this duty,
ýand, south to say, felt rather proud of the
honour, though I had never been orderlv in
my lite before, being mostly on the staff in
the Imperial service; and, in order to be sure
there would be no mistake, I remained in my
quarters for two days, expecting the order to
arrive every moment for me to go on duty,
Lut when it did not come in that time, I con-
cluded that I was not needed, and felt rather

disappointed at such being the case. How-
ever, after the lapse of more than a week, I
found out that my services had been required,
-and that, moreover, Col. S. had been duly
notified of the fact, but had neglected to ]et
me know, as per arrang ment, and, in order
to cover this dereliction of duty on his part,
but more, perhaps, to find some excuse for
getting rid of me, he placed me ' in arrest,'
as lie termed it, notwitistanding that lie had
ne authority to do so, and, finally, lie dis.
inissed me from the corps for I disobedience
'f orders.' On finding that matters were
being conducted in my case in anything but
a military fashion, I applied in the properway to the proper authorties for redress, or
at least an investigation, as I treated the ar-
rest as though it had beeu a legal one, andfailed to obtain it.
The complaint of Mr. Hart was that
he was employed by Col. Scoble to
perform certain services; that he didperform tbem; that he was competent
to perform them; and, notwithstand-
ling that fact, lie was dismissed. Ample
Proof of his qualification was afforded
by the followinge certificate, which he
preserted:-

l Ist Newcastle-on-Tyne
"Engineer Volunteers. f

"HEAD-QUARTERS, ELSWICK,
" 5th February, 1865.

" I hereby bear testimony to the character
and abilities of Sergt. L. Hart, R. E., In-
structor to is corps uuder my command.
Sergt. Hart has held this appointment for the
last seven years, and I cannot speak too
highly of bis zeal, energy and tact. He
possesses qualities eminently suited to the
instruction and guidance of Volunteers. Hie
abilities are good and practical, and lie is
esteemed and respected by the officers and
members of this corps.

(Signed.) "PERCY WESTMAcOTT.
" Comd. 1st N. E. Volunteers."

That certificate would be all that was
necessary to establish bis character
for efficiency in the position lie held as
Instructor in the Province of Ontario.
Mr. Hart complained that he did not
receive the pay to which ho was
entitled; that he was dismissed from
the service in an improper manner;
that lie agreed with Col. Scoble to per-
form a certain duty in connection with
His Excellency's visit to Toronto at
that time; that ho was prepared to
discharge that duty; that Col. Scoble
acted as if lie had refused to perform
it, and made that the ground of his
discharge. That statement might not
be all true, but there must be some
tribunal to which Mr. Hart could
appeal and obtain justice. He had ap-
plied to the Deputy Adjutant-General;
he had petitioned His Excellency, and
now he appealed to Parliament. At
all events, he hoped the hon. Minister
of Militia would point out some course
which might be taken to obtain redress
in the present case. It would be avery
unsatisfactory position if a militia
officer could engage a drill instructor
for one, two or three years, and atter-
wards refuse to pay him bis full
salary and no means of redress be
open to the person so engaged.

MR. JONES (Halifax) said of course
the papers would be brought down in
due time. The hon. member had,
however, hardly understood the regu-
lations of the department under which
the money was appropriated, and
under which Sergeant Hart was
presumed to have made an
engagement with Col. Scoble.
The hon. gentleman must bear in mind
that the amount paid to commanding
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officers of corps was entirely ut their
own disposal, and that commanding
officers who made engagements with
suitable persons for the instruction of
their corps paid them that sum accord-
ing to the regulations; but they had, at
the same time, the authority, if the
persons engaged did not suit, and were
not in their estimation fit for the
duties they had undertaken to perform,
or if they did not work with the com-
manding officer so as to conduce to that
harmony in the corps which was
necessary under the Militia Act, to dis-
pense with the services of the in-
structor. That was the case in the
particular instance to which the hon.
member had referred, and he would,.
therefore, readily porceive that it
would be impossible for the Govern-
ment or the Militia Department in any
way to take cognizance of the claim,
which was one between the colonel of
the regiment and Serjeant Hart. So
long as the colonel furnished satisfac-
tory proof that he had expended the
money which the Government had
entrusted to him for that purpose, he
Lad discharged bis duty as far as the
Department was concerned. If a com-
manding officer made an arrangement
with another party, which was after-
wards cancelled on the ground that the
duties were not discharged to the
officer's satisfaction, that was a matter
over which the Militia Department
could have no control; and that was
the case, ho believed, in the present
instance. Colonel Scoble only ex-
ercised the power given to him under
the Militia Act when he dispensed
with the services of Sergeant Hart.

MR. MASSON said the hon. Minis-
ter had laid down a very dangerous
principle for the maintainance of the
Militia force when he stated, that an
arrangement might be made by a com-
manding officer and neither the Gov-
esnment nor Militia Department bad
anything to do with it. He submitted
whether it was not the duty of the
Government in such cases to take an
interest in the matter, and do as was
done in England: whenever an officer
made an engagement Le was obliged to
carry it out as a matter of honour. If,
after enquiry it appeared that Sergeant
Hart had been led astray by the action

MI. JONES.

of a colonel of a regiment, the Govern-
ment had a right to interfere, indeed,
it was their duty to do so, and
see that the offlicer did justice to
the instructor. If that were not
donc, the Militia force was placed
at a gieat disadvantage. Another
point was whether a colonel could
dismiss a drill instructor without any
enquiry being held. The Militia De-
partment should adopt measures to
ascertain whether the colonel Lad acted
in a proper manner towards the in-
structor, and if not, the Ministershould
exercise the influence of bis office to
obtain redress for the party injured,
otherwise the whole system was worth-
less.

MR. JONES said ho meant to say
that the Government did not and could
not hold themselves responsible for
every engagement made by a com-
manding officer with a drill instructor.
All they had to do was to see that the
money voted was appropriated for
the purpose mentioned. Of course, if
any question arose in this relation, and
complaint was made to tlie Depar-
ment, it would be investigated and
remedied; but, at the same time, the
hon. gentleman would see the difficulty
in which the Department would be
placed if it was held responsible for
every engagement made between the
commanding officer and a person he
might suppose to be a competent
instructor and who turned out not to
be so. As to the other point: as the
hon. gentleman was aware, the position
of non-commissioned officers in tho
corps was one relating to regimental
discipline, with which the Depart-
ment was not always called on to
deal.

MR. MASSON: Was a court of en-
quiry appointed?

Mi. JONES: I think there was.
MR. MASSON: Can the hon. gen tl-

man tell us the result?
MR. JONES: I cannot.
Ma. MASSON: Will the hon. gen-

tleman be able soon to tell us what it

was ?
MR. JONES: Yes.
MR. MASSON: That will settle the

whole matter. I am sure that what
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the court of enquiry may have done
will be right.

Ma. COSTIGAN said he regretted
thaït the position was taken that the
Department had no control over a
commanding officer with regard to
the dismissal of a drill instruc.
tor. This left no guarantee at
aIll to gentlemen who might come
to this country, or were in it,
with reference to any engagement
they might make with a commanding
offlicer. The hon. Minister of Militia
said ihat the Department was bound to
see that the money voted for drill
purposes was properly expended. One
portion of this complaint certainly
showed, if it was substantiated, that
these moncys bad not been properly
expended. He mentioned that the
moneys appropriated for that purpose
had not gone to him; and even on this
point, he (Mr. Costigan) thought that
they were entitled to an enquiry, as ho
believed the hon. gentleman would
himself admit. It was complained that
moneys which ought to have been
paid, had not been paid to him; they
did not reach the parties for whom they
were intended, and this person did not
get the benefit of the grant made for
tbe purposes of drill instruction. Col.
Scoble had drawn moneys in this
regard often. This gentleman was
dismissed, though no suceessor was ap-
pointed to instruct the corps, which
had remained without any instructor.
This was a portion of the complaint.

Motion agreed to.

QUEBEC CULLER'S OFFICE.
MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Ma. TASCHEREAU moved for
copies of correspondence between the
(overnment and John Giblin, of
Quebec, in relation to the lease of the
house now occupied as the Culler's
Office at Quebec; also of all leases be-
tween the Government and the said
John Giblin.

Motion agreed to.
NANAIMO AND NEW WESTMINSTER

MAIL SERVICE.
MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. BUNSTER, for Mr. )EWDNEY
mo0ved for copies of any corres-
1ondence or petitions with reference to

the establishment of a mail servce be-
tween Nanaimo and New Wostminst ar.
Hle said that this service was at present
in a very bad condition. The Govera-
ment knew that the cable had broken
twice in eachyear. The present cable
was laid froi Nanaimo to the next
point across the route, as being mach
shorter, and it had lasted a great deal
longer; and this, thereby, gave to the
town ofNanaimo-a town of 2,500 in-
habitants-telegraphic communication
which it did not notir have, and from
there down along to Victoria. They
had communicated with the Govern-
ment on several occasions about this
matter, and they were in hopes that a
sum would be placed in the Supple-
mentary Estimates towards pfoviding
the tolegraph communication, which
was absolutely necessary. They would
then be able to be in constant com-
munication with Ottawa, whereas they
had now been without telegraphic
communication for over a month. He
hoped that this matter would receive
the serious consideration of the Govern-
ment.

MR. HUNTINGTON: The applica.
tion necessary for this service was
made as far back, I think, as 1876, and
the Government would have been,
and would still be very glad to meet
the views of those who prayed for this
service, but the only embarrassment
which has induced us to wait, before
arriving at a conclusion, is because the
Inspector reports that the cost of it
would be $35 a trip, while the entire
revenue would be only $35 a year.

Motion agreed to.

ROYAL NAVY CADETS.
MOTION FOR ADDRESS.

MR. BUNSTER moved for a return
showing: lst. The number, if any, of
cadets nominated annually to the
Royal Navy, Iy the colonies of the
Empire, and what proportion is nom-
inated by the Dominion of Canada and
the several Provinces thereof. 2nd.
The names of such cadets as
have been nominated to Her
Majesty's Royal Navy by Canada since
the 1st July, 1867, such return
to exhibit the proportion coming
from eaci of the several Provinces
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of the Dominion, and the total number
to which Canada is entitled to nom-
inate. He said he considered this an
important matter. His attention had
been drawn, before lie came to Ottawa
this Session, to the fact that each Pro-
vince should. be enabled to send a few
of its young men to serve in the Royal
Navy. A great many of Hl. M. ships
visited Esquimalt; and application, in
this regaîd, had been made, but unsuc-
cessfully. Other young men who were
more influential obtained the positions,
and he thought that the attention of
the Government should be directed to
this question. Hie noticed that when
even the Governor-General was ap-
pointeel in this country, there were
many young Canadians who could have
-well have filled the place if they only
had had the same advantages that they
would have if our young men had the
opportunity of entering the navy.

MR. MACKENZIE: I am not aware
whether any colony bas a right to
nominate cadets to the Royal Navy.
The Dominion certainly is not entitled
to make any such nomination, and no
attempt bas been made, ihatI am aware
of, to make any such nominations. The
motion may pass; and, if any infor-
mation can be obtained respecting
other colonies, it will, of course, be
furnished. But I do not think that we
have anything to do with that in
Canada, and I know no reason why we
should ask such a thing. We pay no
money towards the maintenance of the
Royal Navy; we do not contribute, in
any way, to the expenses connected
with it; and, therefore, thore is no
reason wby we should claim a voice in
filling offices in the Navy.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
fact, no doubt, is as my hon. friend
states, but there are a certain number
of cadetships given, I suppose, by the
grace of Her Majesty's Govern ment, to
the training ships, for the purpose of
enabling young gentlemen who wish to
enter as cadets on the training ships
attached to Her Majesty's Navy, and,
after being educated there-I dare say
that the Britannica is still there-they
pass the examination, and get their
certificates. There was a certain
number of cadetships granted to
Canada.

MI. BUNSTER.

MR. MACKENZIE: I never heardi
of it; none have occurred in my-
tine.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD : That
is very singular-really, in our time it
was done ; and the matter was under
consideration annually., I think there
were four. I suppose that His Excel-
lency the Governor-General, with
whom this rests, bas the power of
giving them to whom he likes; but
the Goverriors-General had always been
in the habit of speaking to me about
them, and, I do not think that it has
been discontinued.

MR. MACKENZIE: I may possibly
be mistaken, but I think not; I think
that I never heard of it.

Motion agreed to.

PETITIONS OF RIGHT.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

MR. TASCHEREAU inoved for a
return of all Petitions of Right trans-
mitted to the Secretary of State since
the passing of the "Petition of Right
Act, 1876," showing the names ot sup-
pliants, the amount and nature of each
claim, in what cases Ris Excellency's
fiat that right be donc to the parties
was granted, and in what cases re-
fused. He said that he would like to
draw the attention of the Mnister of
Justice to two points which had been
the subject of discussion among the
members of the legal profession. The
first related to the granting 0f
the fiat by Ris Excellency the
Governor-General, regarding the ques-
tion in what cases itshould be granted,
and, as a matter of course, in what re-
fused; and, seeondly, as to the poti-
tions of right, based on claims against
the late Province of Canada before
Confederation. It was well knowD
that, by section 111 of the British
North America Act, Canada Was
made liable for the debts and liabili-
ties of each Province existing at the
time of Union. It had been the prae-
tice, he believed, of the Minister Of
Justice, heretofore, to refer petitions
of right, founded on clkims made
against any Province existing beforpe
Confederation, to the GovernimOnt of
the Province concerned, and tO
suspend the granting of the fiat until
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the Local Government had given an
answer. He believed that the proton-
sion that the Local Government should
be consulted before the granting of
the fat, was one that could not be
maintained. The proper time for this
was when the fiat had been granted.
The Federal Government was then
quite justified in applying to the Local
Government for instructions to defend
or admit the claim. It had been laid
down, ho thought, by the hon. mem-
ber for South Bruce, while Minister of
Justice in 1873, that an officer of the
Crown could refuse a fiat when a peti-
tion of right was not plainly shown to
be a just one. Such, also, was the
rule iii England, and ho thought it
should be adhered to by the present
Minister of Justice. The Dominion
Act lid not confer a new right; it
merely established a Court in Canada
where suits brought by subjects
against the Crown might be deter-
mined. ln this respect the Domirnion
Act was the same in effect as the Eng-
lish law passed in 1865 or 1866. If ho
might be allowed to quote ftoro Black-
stone, ho would take the following
from volume 1 of his Commentories,
page 237:

" Are then, it may be asked, the subjects
of England totally destitute of remedy in
case the Crown should invade their rights,
either by private iujuries, or public oppres-sions ? To this we may answer that tbe law
has provided a remedyin both cases. And,
first, as to private injuries, if any person
lias, in point of property, a just demand
uîpon the Crown, he must petition him in a
Court of Clancery, where his Chancellor
will administer right, as a matter of grace,
thougnî not upon compulsion."

Then Allen, in his work on the Royal
Prerogative, at page 7, said:

" The Ring, it is true, can do no wrong,
and le not amenable to any earthly tribunal;but, on the other hand, he can perform no
one political act without an adviser, respon-
sible for the same. HIe cannot be sued in a
Court of Law ; but, if any one has a demandagainst him in point of roperty, a titionor olea f right is due to the claimant, t roughWeich justice will be obtained with as much

etat and despatel as in actions betweenrnan anîd riian."ý

Then, at page 94, the same atuhoritysaid :
Cc

S he King Of England cannot be sued ina ourt cf Ilaw bu,
'nand upof .; but, if any one has a de-

n him in point of property, the

plaintiff bas only to petition him for redress
in the Courts of Chancery or Exchequer, and
in having the Attorney-General's fiat, which
ought to be given, of course, lie will have
justice administered to him with as much
certainty and despatch as if he had brought
an action against a subject. The plaintiff'
indeed will be told that he receives justice
from the King as a inatter of grace and not
of compulsion, and lie must pray for it and
accept it on these terms. But while the
favour lie receives is one that cannot be with-
held from him, it is to all essential purposes
a right; and the mode of obtaining n can
be considered as nothing more than an un-
meaning compliment to the legal fiction it
disregards and eludes. The rule that the
King of England cannot be sued in a
Court of law is founded on his sovereiga
and transcendant, that is, on his ideal at-
tributes. No suit, say the lawyers, eau be
brought against him, because no Court can
have jurisdiction over him. ' Who,' ex-
claims Finch, in a burst of loyalty, ' shall
command the King ?' If this reasoning be
just, and it seems unanswerable-if it be the
want of a coercive jurisdiction over the King
that makes it impossible for any suit or ac-
tion to be brought against him; it follows,
that while he was hable to actions like a
common person, tiere must have been some
authority in the state, that possessed, or was
supposed to possess, a legal control over his
conduct. It cannot be supposed that, while
the law permitted him to be sued, it held
that judgment, if given against him, must
remain without effect, unless it was his will
and pleasure to submit to the decision of his
judges. Accordingly, we find that, in early
times, there was a vague notion, even anion-
lawyers, of some legal and constitutionai
power in the state that had authority to com-
mand even the King. Something was still
wanting in the theory of our constitution.
To reconcile the absolute sovereignty of the
ideal king with the limited authority of his
representative in earth, it was necessary to
exempt the real king from direct control,
but to render it impossible for him to executer
any of his royal functions witbout responsi-
ble Ministers and advisers. By thia device
the theory of our Government was made
coherentand complete without danger to the
public or injury to the subect. Before the
reign of Edward I, the ing cf England
might have sued as a common person. In
the Year Books, of the time of Edward III,
it is stated more than once by the Judges
that in former times the King might be sued
like one of the people, and that the practice
of applying to hiM by petition was intro-
duced by an ordinance of Edward L"

In Broom's Legal Maxims, page 58,
he found the following:

" With respect to injuries to the right of
property, these can scarcely be committel
by the Crown, except through the medium
of its agents, and by misinformation or in-
advertency, and the law bas furnished the
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subject with a decent and respectf'il mode
of terminating the invasion of his riglits,
by inforning the king of the true state of the
matter in disputb, viz., by Petition of Right;
a remedy which is open to the subject where
his land, gords or money have found their
way into the possession of the Crown, and
the purpose of the petition is to obtain restitu-
tion or, if restitution cannot be given, coin-
pensation ini noney, ivhere the elaim
arises out of a contract as Cor goods supplied
to the Crown or to the Public Service. If,
for instance, a legacy is claimed under the
will of a deceased sovereigu, it seems that
the only course to be pursued by the claim-
ant, for the recovery of sucli legacy, is by
Petition of Right to the grace and favour of
the reigning sovereign. 'Is there any rea-
son,' said Lord Langdale, in a modern case,
whv a Petition of Riglt might net have been
prevented ? I am far from thinking that it
is competent to the King, or rather to his
responsible advisers, to refuse capriciously
to put into a due course of investigation any
roper uestion raised on a Petition of

Ricit. Tie form of the application being,
aq itis said, to the grace and favour of the
King, affords no foundation for any such
sugoestion."
But in a still more recent case the
Eastern Archipelago Company v. The
Queen, reported in volume 2. Ellis
and Blackburn's reports of the Queen's
Bench and Exehequer Courts, Chief
Justice Jervis said :

" Indeed, in the somewhat analogous case
of a Petition of Right, it bas of late years
been the practice at the Home Office, under
great authority, to endorse 'let right be
done' as amatter of course, without even re-
lerring the case to the Attorney-General."
Although the English, as well as
our own Act had changed, the prin-
ciple remained the same. le was
informed that, since the passing of the
last Act, many petitions which had
been transmitted to the Secretary of
State had been referred in comformity
with the rules so well given by the
hon. the member for South Bruce in
1876, and ho hoped it would be seen,
when the papers sought for came
down, that the officers of the Crown
had done wisely. With these remarks
he would leave the motion in the hands
of Mr. Speaker, contetting himself
with drawing the attention of the Min-
ister of Justice to the two points he
had referred to.

Mu. LAFLAMME said that the
rule fcllowed by the Departnent
of Justice was exactly the same
as that followed in England. No

Mat. TAsenE1unu.

Petition of Right well substantiated had
ever been refused a fiat. It was only
in such cases where there was no just
claim that a fiat was refused, for this
principle had been maintained that
such a fiat could not be claimed as an
absolute right, but lay within the dis-
cretion of the Crown on the merits of
the case being investigated. Itwas only
right that if a person had no just right
to institute an action against the Crown,
he should not be entitled to obtain a
fiat. One class of cases had certainly
f'iven rise to somo consideration on
on the part of the Government, he
meant the claims which existed against
the former Administration of Canada,
and claims which would have reflected
against the former Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec. It was thoughtdesirable
by the Government not to grant a Peti-
tion of Right unless these cases were
submitted to them.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the rule laid down by his hon. friend,
the member for South Bruce, was a
correct one-that no petition of right
should be refused unless a legitimate
claim against the Crown could not be
shown. The hon. the Minister of
Justice, however, said the practice of
his department had been to grant a fiat
in all c-ases where the statement of the
petitioners was fully exposed and sub-
stantiated. He did not think the Gov-
ernment had anything to with the
matter; it was entirely under the juris-
diction of the Crown, which would act
on the report of the Attorney-General.
It was not a matter of governmental
policy, but a law of the Crown, and if
it was shown by its legal adviser that
the claim was a just one, it would be
granted as a matter of course. No
doubt a person in the colonies had a
right to present a Petition of Right be-
fore the passing of these Acts, as
explained by the hon. member for
South Bruce. The only difficulty was
the carrying of a petition through itV
stages. A late Governor-General 0
Canada, who had been Governor of an-
other Colony -New South Wales--'
one occasion told him (Sir Johrn) that
he had received a despatch from the
Colonial Office in which it was stated
that the English Government could
not imagine a case where a fiat wold
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he refused if anything like a proper
claim was set forth in the petition.

MR. BLAKE said the principle he
ventured to lay down during his tenure
of office was the one found in the Bill.
There were cases in which he was of
opinion that a demurrer would be suc-
cesful. Still Le gave parties the op-
portunity of ascertaining whetber that
view was correct. In a reference to
the particular class of cases to which
attention had been drawn, no doubt
they were in a different position. The
argument taken was based upon the
report of the Minister of Justice and
an Order in Council was passed laying
down the general course of action in
reference to that class of cases. It
would be renembered that by virtue
of the Confederation Act, claimants of
that class would have no direct claim
against the Dominion, but for simpli-
city and convenience the liability
against the Provinces was assumed
by Canada, and Canada was to be ro-
couped by the various Provinces; in a
word, sbe was to be the medium for
settling these claims, and she was not
to be a loser, because she was not sub-
stantially interested. h'bey had to
deal with claims that ha<1 been at least
ten years in abeyance, and others
were presented to them of the most
flimsy character; however, wherever
they could nake out that a debt was
due, the Dominion assumed the res-
ponsibility of paying. The Dominion
had no interest to protect; the .eve-
nues of Canada were not to suffer;
she only assumed for convenience the
responsibility to pay and thon charged
the claims discharged by her to the
several Provinces. Where these claims
were disputable they were referred to
the Provinces out of which they arose,but before the passing of this Act they
had no nachinery for obtaining pro-
per legal redress. These claimants, as
claiimants against the whole Province
had no means of suing in the Courts of
law. 't was truc they ought to have hadthe petition right ; they had not had it,however, because they had no machi-nery to make it available. It was rigbt
to ca1l for such a machinery, and tbe

eed of it caused the Bill to pass. Prac-
t"aly these claimants had never before
Posessed the means of suing in the

Courts provided for them. The Bill,
too, acted as a ieasonable check in
reference to the old claims against the
Provinces; some of tlhese cases were
twenty years old, and Lad the money
to come out of the pockets of Canada
ho night Lave been disposed to advisc
a diffèrent course. But he thought the
Provinces ought to be consulted, and
le rnight add his own opinion that le
thought they would be. Ilowever, the
general course of action was not in-
tended to be unchangeable, but that it
should always be in the power of the
Government to grant the fiat, and if he
was not incorrectly informed, one case
bad occurred since Le left office in
which, notwithstanding the represen-
tations of the Provincial Government,
a fiat had been granted.

MR. TASCHEREAU said he wished
to be well understood in what le stated
as to the second point. le had no ob-
jection to the Local Government being
consultecd in regard to the granting of
thofiat, but he objected to the granting
of the fiat being made dependent upon
their consent.

Motion agreed to.

CASES IN EXCHEQUER COURT.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

M. TASCHEREAU moved for re-
turn of all cases instituted in the Ex-
chequer Court of Canada since its crea-
tion, shewing the names of parties,
nature and amount of each claim, na-
ture of proceeding (whether by Peti-
tion of Right or otherwise) and indi-
cating separately the cases disposed of
by the said Court, and those yet pend-
mng.

Motion agreed to.

CASES IN SUPREME COURT.

NOTION FOR RUTUHNS.

MR. TASCHEREAU moved for re-
turn of all appeals instituted before
theSupreme Court of Canada since its
creation, shewing the names of parties,
the Court from whose jndgment each
appeal bas been brought, and indicat-
ing the cases already disposed of by the
said Supreme Court (whether by con-
firmation or reversal) and the cases yet
pending.

Motion agreed to.
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CASCUMPEC HARBOUR.

MOTION FOR ENGINEER'S REPORT.

MB. PERRY moved for copy of
Survey and Report made by Henry F.
Perley,Esquire, Engineer, in 1874, with
the view ofimproving the navigation of
Cascumpec Harbour, in Prince Edward
Island, making it a better harbour of
refuge. He desired to say that the
harbour was the only one for many
miles along the coast, and some
years ago there was twenty-one
feet of water on the upper bar;
but the tide had worn a gap in the
bar through which the sand had been
washed, and the result was that the
water was too low. In his recollec-
tion the water had been of sufficient
depth to accommodate large ships, but
it had diminished to eleven or twelve
feet. There was also a lower stone
bar or rock inside this bar, about half
way between the mouth of the harbour
and the wharf, and he found on close
examination, and upon the information
which ho had collected, that there was
suficient room to shelter a number of
large vessels between those two bars,
if the water was of Fufficient depth.
lis impression, and the impressions of
others to whom he Lad spoken upon
the subject was, that the opening of the
gap before mentioned, and a second
gap, was the reason why the sand had
collected on the bar, and it appeared to
him that if thesc gaps were closed that
the harbour would in a short time have
the same depth of water as the outer
bar and as it had years ago. There
were many large vessels belonging to
Caseumpec, but they were not able to
load in the harbour, but had to go out-
side and run the risk of loading on the
shore, and two or three vessels had
been lost in crnsequence. He under-
stood the engineer had reported that
these gaps should be closed and the
rocks blown up as well. He believed
the estimated cost was very large, but
the largest amount was for blasting
the rock, which Le contended was not
required at present. The closing of
the two gaps would be a sufficient
remedy. Since the survey of 1874-5
the people Lad been led to believe froni
year to year, from the explanations
given by the Min ister of Public Works,
that the works would be executed, but

Mn. TAsCHEREAU.

he found that there was no sum in the
Estimates which would warrant his
believing that the Governinent il-
tended to carry out the 'recommend-
ation of the engineer. It certainly
was a work very much required by
the people of that locality. He hoped
that if the Government could not carry
out the whom of the engineer's recon
mendation that they would be prepared
to close one of the gaps to the main
harbour, which would not cost over
$8,000 or $10,000. That being closed,
they would see whether the water
would keep on the upper bar, and then
it would be an after consideration
whether it would be well to shut the
outer gap. fie thought they should get
a second report upon the subject, in
order to ascertain if it was not feasible
to postpone the blasting of the rock.

MR. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.) said he
was very glad this subject had been
brought forward, as it was a very im-
portant one to the people of that Pro-
vince, and to the trade of the country.
He thought the hon. gentleman's (Mr.
Perry's) constituents, however, after
the large promises that had been made
to them, would expeet a little more
than the hon. gentleman Lad asked, for
they had a right to expect that he
would use his influence with the Minis-
ter of Public Works and obtain a
vote for this harbour. Last year,
they applied for similar works, and
the answer was, that the intention of
the Government was to first consider
the more important harbour of Prince
Edward Island, and, afterwards, to
carry out sirnilar works at this point.
With tbe exception of Malpeque har-
bour, this of Cascumpec was the only
one for miles along the coast.

Ma. MACKENZIE: What about St.
Peter's dock?

Mr. POPE said that was no harboul
at all; it was only fit for small
steamers. No vessel of over fifty or
sixty tons could enter. CascumfPec
was the only harbour of any impol-
tance on the whole length of Prince
Edward Island, and in former years
there were seventeen feet of water
on the outer bar, a depth quite af
cient, but there was a large bay inside,
some six or eight miles across, into

which, by the motion of the water, a
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large quantity of sand was washed. If
there were three or four outlets made
to this bay, the sand would be washed
out, and they would get a good depth
of water. At present, vessels drawing
nine feet could scarcely get over it.
le had a vessel, only drawing ten
feet, which had to wait two high
tides before she could get out. Years
ago, vessels ran to that harbour for
shelter, but now, the water was so
shallow, that not above three or four
vessels a year sheltered there. The
whole of the trade of that district had
been destroyed, ships had been lost
there and all hands drowned, within
the last few years, and something
should certainly be done 'or this bar-
bour. He thought that if the bon.
gentleman (Mr. Perry) had used the
diligence he might have used, and
brought his influence to bear on the
Government, something might have
been done. Nothing had been done to
the Province since it joined the Do-
minion, except a very small work at
Souris.

MR. MACKENZIE said there was
no objection to the adoption of the
motion, but the hon. gentleman oppo-
site (Mr. Pope) had not realized the
difficulties the engineer had realized.
le did not recollect the exact figures,
but he believed the estimate for closing
one gap was something like $40,000.
This was a very sorious expense to in-
car at the present time, although he
quite admitted the necessity of the
work in order to provide a refuge for
slipping. At the same time, the
difficulties were most formidable.
There were all the materials for a
good harbour, but, if the engineer
was right in his estimate, this was avery serious undertaking; and withregard to those estimates, if the Engi-neer was under the mark, it was thefirst time. His estimates were gener-ally tolerably correct, but the actualcost was always a littie over, rathertban under the amountrequired. The
representations made by the membersfor Prince County, respecting thenature of the outer bar, and the
prire of the sand stone com-Pîsng the inner bar, had led him todeosre some experiments made to the
el'emt of roving part of the outer bar

if possible, and, at ail events to ascer-
tain with some exactitude the real
character of the difficulties that had to:
be encountered, The difficulty ho
supposed, was principally the sand,
which drifted into the bay, and, fron
the information of mariners, be learnt
that dredging would be of little use.
He was not aware if the hon. gentle-
man opposite bad that opinion.

MR. POPE : I believe dredging
would not be of the slightest use. In a
storm the sand is a complete quick-
sand, and a bad storm will often change
the channel entirely.

MR. MACKENZIE said this agreed
with the opinions he had received. At
all events, the Government were giv-
ing attention to the subject. They
were only deterred for the present by
the enormous expense, and hoped some
less costly means would be found avail-
able.

Motion agreed to.

FENCES ON PRINCE EDWARD ISLANDk
RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. PERRY moved for papers and
correspondence between the Superin-
tendent of Prince Edward Island Rail-
road and the Department of Publie
Works, shewing how many miles of*
wire fence have been taken down and
replaced by post and batten fence, and
the cost of the same. He said his at-
tention was drawn to this matter by
referring to the Public Accounts, in
which he saw an item last year for
building a fence on the P. E. Island
Railroad, of some $40,000. He did not
know how much it cost to rebuild the
same last year. The Railway Act passed
by the Island Government provided
that the fence be built of posts and
boards. The contracts was let to sub-
contractors to build the fence according
to law. Shortly afterwards awire fence
was substituted for the board fence,
which wire fence was built and proved
worthless. The Government had since
rebuilt the most of it, at a cost, lie had
no doubt, when papers were brought
down, of $150,000 or $200,OO. It
appeared to him the Island was
charged, in the expenses of the Prince
Edward's Island Railroad, with the
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cost of building this fence, which, in
his opinion, ought to have been taken
from the ordinary expenses of working
the road. It was simply owing to the
mismanagement of the old Govern-
ment in not getting this fonce in
accordance with the law, but merely
by Order in-Council. He did not know
how the Dominion Government man-
aged to take that fence from the con-
tractors, because it was never built in
accordance with the law. It was a
gross fraud-not a fonce at all. It had
been condemned, with the exception of
a few miles; he had a lot of letters in
bis desk, asking him to endeavour to
induce the Government to have the
remainder destroyed and replaced with
a fence of posts and boards, to prevent
the cattle from breaking through, as
they did at present, and runiing the
danger of being killed. He was
anxious the inhabitants of the Island
should knowhow much of their money
had been squandered in allowing this
vire fence to be built.

MR. POPE (Queen's, P. E. I.) said
when the road had been contracted for,
there was to have been a post and
batten fence placed alorg the line.
The engineer recommended to the
Government the erection of a wire
fonce, for the reason that a board and
batten fonce would gather the snow,
and the cost of shovelling would
be very heavy, and a wire would,
moreover, be the more durable of
the two. The plan was shown to the
Executive Council, and an Order-in-
Council was passed. When the change
of Government took place, nothing had
been paid on account of the wire.
When the wire arrived, everybody saw
it was too small; however, the head of
the newExecutive Council took samples
of it, had them tested, and reported the
vire was strong enough for the pur-

pose. The fence was built, and proved
too weak, the cattle breaking through
it everywhere. A great political cry
was then raised, and a gool deal of
capital made out of this. He might
say the hon. gentleman supported the
Government and its action throughout.
When this road came under the charge
-of the Dominion Government, it
was his opinion that if they
had obtained two additional wires

MR. PEnRY.

equal to the top wire in that
fence, for $10,000 at the outside, a
good fence could have been made and
kept in repair at a small expense; in-
stead of which they neglected the
fence, and the people along the road
were continually annoyed by cattie
coming into their fields and destroying
large portions of their crops. At last
it was undertaken to replace the wire
fonce, and, he might say, a worse board
fonce was never put up than the one
substituted for this wire fonce. It was
badly built, the posts were small, and
nearly all that was put up last year
had been taken down again. When
the winter came this fonce was laid
on the ground, and in the spring there
was nothing to prevent cattle going
over the lino. Putting up this fence
and taking it down had been, and would
be, a very great expense to the Gov-
ernment. Cattle had been killed by
the score, and there was no fence up,
except for a half mile here and there
through the woods, where jobs had
been given to supporters of the
Administration, and which proved oily
to be traps for cattle. He might say
further that, at the western end, the
principal fence had been rebuilt of
wire, and it was the most substantial
fence they bad. Instead ofputting new
single posts they took old spruce
sleepers, which they put down as posts
for part of the distance, and that was
now the best fence on the line. There
were twenty or thirty miles of that
road not enclosed by any kind of
fence. It had been allowed to go down
altogether. In the spring the whole
of the fields were open from one endof
the Island to the other. The manage-
ment of that fence was on a par with
the management of the whole railwaY
system of the Island. The supportr
of the Opposition could scarcelY ge
fair treatment, no matter hoW much
money they paid, while suppOrter'
of the Administration obtained
positions on the road and every
indulgence possible. The Press Ass
ciation visited the Island last suRlmc
and, as usual, the members were treatea
with all possible courtesy. He had c
note from a representative of an 0p
position paper, who had made appliCe
tion to the Superintendent for ap
along this road. The application ro
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"DEAR SIR,-I have been inforied that it
s custolmary for the railway departiment to

issue passes to eitors and publishers of'
n'ewspapers on ail linem of railway. If so, ,I
beg to make application for one for myseif,
as the visit of the Press Association will
necessitate some railway travel,"

To which he received tbe following
answer:

" I beg to acknowledge receipt of yours of
24th. In reply, I beg to say it is not custom-
ary for the railway department to issue
rasses to editors on all hnes of the railway.
Passes are, however, sonetimes given to
friendly editors.

(Signed) W. MCKECXIE,
Superintendent."

That was a sample of the way in which
the business had been conducted on
that road. With regard to this fence,
he hoped that means might be taken
to put up one along the line, so that
twenty or thirty miles of the road
would not be left without a fence, and
scores of cattle killed in consequence.
ie was glad the hon. member had

brought this subject up. Sixty-five
thousand dollars had been charged in
the Publie Accounts last yeur on that
work, and would, probably, be re-
expended this year. If a board fence
were wanted, one could be built for
that amount the whole distance from
Cascumpeque to Georgetown This
amount was charged to the bOth June
last; no doubt, very nearly as much
had been expended since on the thirty
miles of fence constructed.

MR. SINCLAIR said he thought the
hon. member for Queens must know
perfectly well that the Administration
had not approved uf the new fence
contract.

Ma. POPE: I did not say that the
Government approved of it, but I saidthey appointed a Committee them-
selves to test that wire, which report-ed to the Council that, in their opiniona Was sufficiently strong.

MR. SINCLAIR: The hon. memberWas in error again. The Government
did not appoint a Committee for test-
inig the wiro fence. It was not the in-ention of the Government to pay thecntractors in full for that fence. Thecoti;aet was let during the time of the
previous Administration. The Govern-

ment could not, therefore, help them-
selves, because the contract had been
let, and a good part of the work done
when they came into power. The
Government of the day stated dis-
tinctly they protested against that
fence, and they were keeping back ten
per cent monthly, and intended to
make the contractors make the fonce
equal in strength to the fence original-
ly contracted for, before they would
pay them in full the amount of their
contract for the work. The hon
gentleman charged the Administration
of that day with being as guilty in the.
wire fence contract as the Administra-
tion of which ho was a member.
This was not the case. The whole of
the wire fence contract was considered
to be a gigantic swindle. Even the En-
gineer admitted that it was not on his
recommendation that the wire fence-
was substitued. le was questioned by
members of the Government if such a
wire fence would not do. H1e replied it
might do, and ho was requested to
report upon it to the Government.
He did not want to give any
particulars; but, if ho chose to do so,
he could clearly show why the change
in the fence was made, and who
receiv d the contract and benefited hy
the job at the expense of the country.
It was past and gone now, and it would
not benefit the Local and Dominion
Governments to revive it. This was
the second time the hon. gentleman
had alluded to free passes on the rail-
road. He had stated at a public meet-
ing in Charlottetown that Dominion
members had received them. He did
not mention his (Mr. Sinclair's) name,
but that of another hon. member for
Prince county. He (Mr. Sinclair)
never received a pass, but always paid
his way, like every other passenger.
But he was credibly inf'ormed that the
hon. member who made the charges
against others was the first man who
had received a pass on that road. He
could not believe that the Superinten-
dent, Mr. McKechnie, was granting
favours to political supporters of the
Government. He believed that ho was
as strict with the supporters of the
Government-and even some of them
who were putting a great deal of
traffic on the line-as he was with
others. The Superintendent performed
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Lis duties in an impartial and obliging
manner. le considered him a faithful
officer, and he believed he was giving
general satisfaction.

MR. POPE said the bon. gentleman
had alluded to him as having been the
first to receive a pass. Ie was the
first who gave a large amount of work
to the company, and was the one who
had fought the line through. In the
year, during which he had a pass, he
had contributed some $6,000 or $7,000
towards the earnings of that road, and
if he did get a pass, the railway did not
lose anything. All the members of
the Local Legislature received passes,
while the members of the Dominion
Parliament could not get any. All
the members of the Local House and
their families travelled with passes,
while the members of the Dominion
Parliament were not thus favoured.

Mu. PERRY said the bon. member
for Queen's had ingeniously endea-
voured to place the odium on bis
shoulders, but he was not willing to
bear it. The guiltof havingpassed the
Order in CQuncil should be shouldered
by the bon. gentleman himself. The
Order in Council was passed during
the summer of 1871, when the hon.
member for Queen's was Premier of
the Local Government, and when the
House met in February, 1872, the
House was shortly afterwards dis-
solved. He had, under those circum-
stances, no opportunity to vote against
the Government. Although he had
supported the Dominion Government
ever since he entered Parliament, he
had never received any passes over the
Government Railwa.ys.

MR. MACKENZIE said he was sur-
prised to hear the rash statements made
by bon. gentlemen opposite. The hon.
member for Queen's had said that
every person that applied could get
passes.

Ma. POPE (Queen's): I did not say
80.

Ma. MACKENZIE: That all the
members of the Local flouse had
passes.

MR. POPE: All the members of the
Local Government.

MR. SINCLAIR.

MR. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member had not previously made that
statement.

MR. POPE said he ad intended to
say that all the members of the Local
Government had passes.

MR. MACKENZIE said the members
of the Local Govern ment had had passes
since the railway had been opened.

Ma. POPE: I beg your pardon.
Ma. MACKENZIE said that such

was the fact, but no other persons to
bis knowledge. Neither over that
road nor the Intercolonial, had lie ever
directed a pass to be given to any one.
That was the position of the matter as
regarded passes, and the hon. member
for Queen's had endeavoured to convey
a gross exaggeration of the matter in
the remarks he had made. He
did not know from whom the
hon. member had read the let-
ter, but he would be glad to obtain
a copy of it, and he would then ascer-
tain if any friendly editor, as it said,
ever obtained a pass. He (Mr.
Mackenzie) was not aware of any being
given. On behalf of the Government,
he invited the Press of the country to
make their annual excursion over the
Intercolonial and Prince Edward Island
Railways, last year. It was in the in-
terests of the road that this should be
done. le believed no body of mon
could do so much for the roads as edi-
tors and members of the Press, and,
instead of feeling it as a favour to them,
he felt it as a favour to the Govern-
ment that they would go over the
roads and make known what Canada
could do on its own railways and what
were the resources of those sections of
the country. With those exceptionF,
and the members of the Local Govern-
ment of Prince Edward Island, no per-
son, to his knowledge, Lad received
any pass, except immediately after the
fire at St. John, when directions were
given to allow people in search
of work, and who could not find
homes in St. John, to be transferredto
various places in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, at the expense of the Gov-
ernment. With regard to the fencitlg,
he might state that the wire fencinlg
proved utterly useless, and it became
a snare, because animals endea-
voured to leap it and got caught
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in it. Its removal, tierefore, became
necessary, and tenders were asked foi
the erection of a new fence. The lowest

rices were: common, 79c.; post and
board, 81.25; and snake, $3.79 per
rood. After comparing them with the

rices paid in New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, they considered it would
be cheaper to purchase the material
and build the fence themselves. The
result was that 8(6 double miles of
post and board fence were erected at a
,cost of $48,184.14, or 86c. per rood, in-
stead of $1.25; of snake fonce 19j
miles at an average cost of $3.06, in-
stead of $3.79 per rood. He would feel
much obliged to any bon. member who
would afford him such information as
would enable him to effect any re-
forms whatever in the running of the
road. He could assure the House that
he was only desirous of having the
work most efficiently performed and
to remove every abuse as far as it was
possible to do so. Ie had no interest
whatever in maintaining anything that
was wrong, but whenever any abuse
existed, or anything was donc in a
manner thatcould be improved,he would
be glad that they should be pointed
out. But the hon. member for Queen's
had not stated fairly the matter in con-
nection with the fencing, and he well
knew that it was utterly impossible to
construct all the fencing in one season;
and the hon. member knew also, from
the statement he (Mr. Mackenzie)
made, that after obtaining tenders, the
Government found that they could
save some thousands of dollars by
adopting another mode than that of
accepting tenders for the whole work.
That had been the net resuit of the
operation, and the hon. member for
Q ueen's eould not have known the facts
or examined the reports, or he would
not have made the remarks he had
offered on the subject.

Ma. POPE (Queens, P.E.1) said
that in twenty miles of the road only
half a mile was fenced, and four years
had elapsed.

MR. TUPPER said that as the rail-
way settiement ultimately made was
based on Mr. Shanly's report, it
should be laid before the Iouse.

M. MACKENZIE said ihere was
o" possible objection to such being

done; and he was under the impres-
sion that the ieport had been sub-
mitted. In regard to Mr. Shanly's
visit to Prince Edward Island,
the hon. member for Cumberland
would remember that the Government
first sent Mr. Swinyard to perfect
arrangements for the opening e« the
Island Railway. That gentleman
made an elaborate report on the con-
dition of the road, and the Dominion
Government proposed to effect a set-
tlement with the Island Government
on that report. The present Senator
Haviland was the Provincial Secre-
tary, and ho complained thatMr. Swin-
yard's report was too severe, and that
he had made his calculation upon a
basis which was not absolutely cor-
rect. Mr. Swinyard was not ac-
cused of writing anything wrong,
but Mr. Haviland stated that
the Provincial Government had
made changes in the original con-
tract, and he took the ground, whether
those changes were beneficial or other-
wise, lhey were made by competent
autherity, and that all the Dominion
Government had the right to claim,
was the difference between the amount
which would have been necessary to
perfect the road, deducting what-
ever was saved by the changes
made by order of the Provincial Gov-
ernment from the total sum As first
assessed. The Dominion Government
was not able to resist that argument,
because, if the Local Government had
the power to make changes, so as to
have curves more frequent and sharper
than originally contemplated, and
steeper grades ; if, in short, they al-
lowed any changes to be made in the
ceontract, those changes the Dominion
Government was competent to recog-
nize; and he arranged with Mr. Havi-
land that the Dominion Government
would send-some perfectly impartial,
independent porson, who would receive
the statements, both of the Local Gov-
ernment and of the Engineers the Ca-
nadian Government had placed there.
He (Mr. Mackenzie) selected Mr.
Frank Shanly, with Mr. Haviland's
consent, for that duty, partly because
he was an authority on that kind of
railway, because ho had built consider-
able lengths of it himself, and partly
because he had perfect confidence in
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that gentleman's personal integrity,
as welt as for professional ability.
His instructions were not to report on
the whole road so much as upon the
features to which he (Mr. Mackenzie)
had referred. Mr. Shanly had Mr.
Swinyard's report before him; also, the
engineers' reports and the allegations
of the contractors and the Local Gov-
ernment, and he had to consider them
and determine a sum that should be
payable by the Local Government as
against the sum which could be claimed
under Mr. Swinyard's report. That was
the character of Mr. Shanly's report.
He did not remember minutely all the
subjects dealt with in it, but, at all
events, the matter was discussed in
the Iouse. If the report had not been
brought down, there was not the slight-
est objection to its being submitted,
because it was accepted as the basis of
the settlement between the Island and
Dominion Governments, as to the
amout of the capital account which
was to be charged against the Island.

MR. BOWELL said it was desirable
that the country should know that Mr.
McKechnie, the Superintendent of the
Prince Edward Island railway, was
using the position ho occupied to
favor a certain class of newspaper
men in that Province. The let-
ter written by that journalist,
a copy of which had been read
by the hon. member for Queen's,
P. E. I., showed, at least, that in the
management of that railway the
Superintendent had selected certain
editors and proprietors of newspapers
to whcm he extended the favours of
free passes over the road. It was very
questionable, even though the prin-
ciple of the Government might be
that, to the victors belonged the spoils,
whether Governmont property was to
be used exactly for the benefit of those
who were willing to praise the Govern-
ment and to be civil and courteous, as
Mr. McKechnie said, to the railway
officials. That gentleman said in his
letter " passes are sometimes given to
friendly editors with the expectation
that they will, in return, show ordin-
ary courtesy to the officcrs of the rail.
way," which simply meant that if an
editor had ventured to criticise the
action or management of Mr Me-

MR. MACKENZIE.

Kechnie the favour of a pass would
not be extended to him. He (Mr.
Bowell) was satisfied the country
would not justify such conduct, and he
was gratified to have heard the state-
ment of the hon. the Premier that if
the accusation contained in the letter.
which had been read in the House and
would become public, were correct, it
w as a serious charge against the
management of the road. It had been
the habit to grant passes to news paper-
men over different railways, but he
had yet to learn that, even in the case
of private companies, they had been
confined exclutsively to those who
were ready, at all times, to
puff the management and state
what they did not believe to be
correct in connection both with the
road and its management. That pre-
tice should certainly be terminated.
It could scarcely be concluded that the
Editor ot the Summerside Proress
should pot have received thatordinary
courtesy which was extended to the
editors, proprietors and representatives
of the newspapers of the Dominion at
the time of the Press Excursion.
Such action was carrying a feeling of
spite too far. It was the duty of the
hon. the First Minister to inquire into
the charge, and see that the practice
should not be perpetuated on the
Island Railway, or on any other
Government road.

Ma. MACKENZIE said ho had
already informed the House that such
had been done entirely without bis
knowledge, and quite contrary to his
orders.

Ma. BOWELL said ho had not
charged that it had been done with
the knowledge or consent of the hon.
the Premier; but, his attention having
been called to it, ho should terminate
such practices.

M. MACKENZIE: No doubt. I
do not find in the journals for the past
two years, M'r. Shanly's report, ad
I presume it has not been moved for.
I will lay it on the table, of course, at
once.

Motion agreed to.

(COMMONS.) Edward Island -Railway.
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ST. PASCAL MAIL.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

31R. ROY moved for a statement
showing the amounts paid annually
for carrying the mail between
Kamouraska and the railway station
at St. Pascal, since the express train
on the Intercolonial Railway began to
deliver the mail at that station; also
the names of te persons to whom
such amounts have been paid.

Motion agreed to.

DISMISSAL OF R. J. M. LECAINE.

MOTION FOR CORREBPONDENCE.

Mi. TUPPER moved for copies of
all correspondence, reports or papers
connected with the dismissal of R. J.
M. Lecaine from the Mounted Police
Force at the North-West. He said ho
did not propose to enter at any length
into the nature of this case. He was
instructed by Mr. Lecaine that he was
appointed to the position of non-com-
missioned officer-he was not quite cer-
tain as to the position held--in the
Mounted Police Force of the North-
West, and was subsequently dismissed
from the service. He was instructed by
Mr. Lecaine to say that he requested
a Court Martial or a Committee
of Enquiry, but was refused
any investigation into his case,
although, as he stated, Colonel
French, who was at the head of the
force, said that it was' an extremely
arbitrary course which had been pur-
sued, and one that would not have
been pursued in Her Majesty's service.
At ail events, the papers were sent
forward, and he (Mr. Lecaine) com-
pianed that he was unable to obtain
an investigation or enquiry, as he snp-
posed that, under these circumstances
he would have secured from the Minis-
ter here. In any case, he feit that he had
been very much injured, under the cir-
cuRmstances, and unfairly treated ; andlc (Mr. Tupper) had been requested to
make this motion in relation to Mr.Leeaine's removal from the service.

MR. MACKENZIE said he did not
cCOllect at the moment any of the

particulars respecting this case, which
Occurred, he believed, over threeYears ago,-in 1874 or 175, and early

175, if at all in that year.
99

He vas quite sure that the then
Minister of Justice, Mr. Darion,
had not done any thing unjust towards
this or any other person. As to the
difficulty of obtaining a Court Martial,
no such Court was held in that matter;
action was taken on the report of
superior officers and discipline was
maintained in the ordinary way, a8
among the employés elsewhere. He
had no doubt that when the papers
came down they would show that Mr.
Lecaine was treated with every possi-
ble consideration.

Motion agreed to.

SERVICES OF H. G. HILL.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

_M3R. TUPPER moved for copies of
all correspondence between H. G. Hill,
architect, and the Government, or
Department of Public Works, respect-
ing services performed for the Govern-
ment. He said that Mr. Hill, who was
a gentleman of very high standing,
and who held a very respectable posi-
tion in the City, had in consequence of
great reverses in business, become very
much impoverished, and owing to loss
of health, was in a position which cer-
tainly required that he should receive
the most thorough justice at the hands
of the Governmenit. Mr. Hill com-
plained, that having been appointed to
the position of Architect under the
late Government, his services were sub-
sequently dispensed with under the
present Government, and that he had
never been able to obtain a satisfactory
settlement. Some difficulty had occur-
red in consequence of the loss of some
of his books and papers in their
removal to another office, which might
have interfered, perhaps, with his
ability to furnish the information re-
quired, but he (Mr. Hill) claimed that,
independent of the amount itself in
controversy between the Government
and himself, there was a very consider-
able claim for something like S2,000,
in ail, he (Mr. Tupper) thought for
salary, which lie would have been en-
titled to receive, at the rate of $100 a
month, for the period up to the time
when bis services were dispensed with.
Mr. Hill's position was, formerly, one
of a very leading man indeed, and he
was a man of very eonsiderable talent

General (APRIL 1, 1878.]
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and ability, but he had met with great
reverses. He (Mr. Tupper) had, only
yesterday, received a letter from one
of this gentleman's friends in Halifax,
saying that a friend of Mr. Hill had
put himself in communication with the
hon. the Minister of Militia, who had
promised to give bis personal attention
tothis matter. As he didnotknow that
Mr. Hill's position would be benefitted
by the bringing down of any corres-
pondence, and as bis only object
was to endeavour to stimnulate the Gov-
ernment, if possible, to give prompt
and careful consideration to the case,
and to do Mr. Hill the justice which he
would be found, on such examination,
to be entitled to, he would be very
glad to drop the motion, if the Minister
of Public Works would undertake to
have his attention carefully turned to
the subject, and as promptly as this
could be donc.

MR. MACKENZIE said he could as-
sure the hon. gentleman that he lad
given his attention to this matter long
ago. There were two or three mistakes
in tho hon. gentleman's statement-
mistakes which, of course, were not
those of the hon. gentleman. One re-
lated to the statement that Mr. Hill
was a salaried officer. His deputy and
the chief architect utterly denied this;
and their denial was consistent with
the general course of the Department,

MR. TUPPER said ho did not want
the hon. gentleman to understand him
to say that Mr. Hill was a salaried
officer, but that ho computed his
salary at the rate paid him, down
to a certain date, by the De-
partment; and he estimated it to
average something like $100 a month.
He did not undertake to say that Mr.
Hill had a fixed salary.

MR. MACKENZIE said that the
course which the Department had pur-
sued, both under the late and present
Government, was, that when they had
to erect a building, a rough sketch *as
first made at Ottawa, and then sent to
some local architect, with instructions
to prepare finished plans. This archi-
teet received his commission upon the
amount of the contract, and where
expensive repairs had to be made, ho
received also a commission, in case of
new buildings varying from 2ý to 4

Ma. TuPPER.

mONS.) H. G. Hill.

per cent., and in case of ordinary re-
pairs, costing perhaps $2,000 or $3,000,
a somewbat large commission was
given; this was generally left to the
Chief Architect to determine, suoject, of
course, to the decision of the Minister
of bis Department. The Chief Archi-
tect of the Department had assured
him that this course was pursuedregu-
larly with Mr. Hill, and that the only
difflculty arose from the fact that Mr.
Hill was claiming a fixed salary as
well as the commission upon the work
which h superintended. Mr. Hill had
been deaIt with exactly like the other
gentlemen who had been so employed
during the last 2½, years as architects-
as Mr. Ililliard and as other architects
had been employed. He (Mr. 1iac-
kOnzie) had understood the last time
that this matter was before him, which
he thought vas two months ago, that
there might possibly be a balance due
Mr. Hill on the Chief Architect's and
his own mode of computation, and he
had directed that whatever that bal-
ance was, it should be reached, in
the first place, in the ordinarv
method by which local architects
were dealt with in other places, and
that no time should be lost iin remitt-
ing the sum ; but if there was any such
balance at ail, it was comparatively
trifling and nothing at all approaching
the sum mentioned by the hon. gentle-
man. Iowev.r, ho would give the hon.
gentleman a memorandum to-morrow
or the next day, and would show hin
exactly how the matter stood and how
it was arranged.

Ma. TUPPER said that if the bon.
gentleman would spare enough time
to run his eye over the correspondence
between the Department and -M.
Hill, ho would find reason probably
to change bis impression a good
deal. He did not at all controvert
the statement that the Chief Architect
had formed his opinion from his mode
of computation, but Mr. Hill himneei
claimed that ho had a letter from
the Department acknowledging the
amount of $1,260 due him *
salary; and he thought that if the hon.
Premier would be good enough to run
his eye over this correspondence, Pe
vious to a final settlement, it weld
lead to a satisfactory adjustment. At all
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,events, with the assurance of the
hon. gentleman that lie would give,
and wmas giving it his attention, he
would beg leave to withdraw this
motion.

mR. M ACKENZIE : I shall be very
happy to look over the papers, but I
can only deal with Mr. Hill as with
other architects in other places.

MR. TUPPER: Certainly; that is
quite true.

Motion, with leave of the House,
îicthdrawi.

PUGWASH BRANCH RAILWAY
SOHEME.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

MR. TUPPER moved for copies
of memorials asking aid for a
Branch Railway from Pugwash
to the Intercolonial Railway, with
any correspondence on that sub-
ject. He said he desired to draw
the attention of the Govern-
ment to what ho regarded as a very
important question. The undertaking
,on the part of the Government to
establish winter communication be-
tween Prince Edward Island and the
mainland, and to give the people of
that Island, when they came into Con-
federation, connection with the rail-
way system of the Dominion, was one
which the Government had shown very
great anxiety to carry out, in the very
large outlay and expenditure made in
c(onnection with the lKorthern Light.
111e bebeved that a fatal mistake had
been made in carrying out this
policy, which the Government
was bound to carry out, and which
he was free to say he believed they
had shown a most energetic desire to
do. The mistake had been that of
attempting to select the route for the
Northern Light, instead of using lier
simply and purely for the purpose of
diecovery. He was led to believe,
from the best information ho could
obtain, that if, instead of placing this
costly vessel upon an impracticablo
and impossible route, which had
Proved to be a complete failure, andwhich, under the most favourable cir-
cUmstances that we had had for manyyears, had been sbown to be quite im-Practicable for the purpose of establish-

g anything like valuable steam com-
9 9 ½t

munication between the mainland and
Prince Edward Island, if the captain
-and he did not say the captain now
in charge was not skilful-and the
most able and competent officers that
they could get had been obtained,-
the vessel had been used solely for
the purpose of experiment and
exploration, not to make com-
munication week after week
between Prince Edward Island
and the mainland, but to be
used solely for the purpose of dis-
covering as to where could be
found the most favourable point
for communication, that which
had proved to be impracticable
up to the prescnt moment would
have been found capable of solu-
tion. le was instrueted that between
the harbour of Crapaud at Prince Ed-
ward Island, and Oak Island, at the
mouth of Wallace Harbour, and the
shore between that and the harbour of
Pugwash, open water had been con-
tinually present, Eo that there would
have been no difficulty whatever in
keeping up fair and steady communica-
tion, by means of the Northern Light,
between these points. The distance
between Crapaud,Prince Edward Island
and the barbour of Pugwash, on the
mainland, was only twenty-five miles,
and the distance between Charlottetown
and Pugwash Hlarbour was only forty
miles. Of course, the latter harbour
was closed by ice during the winter,
but, as ho had said, Oak Island, at the
mouth of Wallace Harbour, had been ac-
cessible,he believed, during the past two
winters almost ininterruptedly from
Prince Edward Island. The formation
of the land on the Island and on the
mainland was such that when the ice
jammed up to a certain point it sud-
denly broke away, and clear water was
found to exist there, and about there,
almost during the entire period of
winter. The harbour of Pigwash was
known to be one of the finest on the
Gulf of St. Lawrence. It was capaci-
ous, and it admitted vessels of any size
drawing 21 feet of water when loaded ;
and for vessels of that size nothing
could be better. The distance from the
Intercolonial Railway to this harbour,
which was within forty miles of Char-
lottetown, was, he believed, something
like sixteen miles.

.Pugica.sh Branch (APRIL 1, 1878.]
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Ma. MACKENZIE: From what
point on the railway ?

MR. TUPPER: Intersecting the
railway at River Philip, or a little
farther up, it will touch two or three
points owing to the direction of the
line in consequence of the necessity of
avoiding an adjoining range of moun'
tains, from there towards Halifax,
without materially increasing the dis-
tance; and by a short branch of some
sixteen miles of railway, they could
connect this valuable harbour of Pug-
wash with, and afford the best
Une of communication with Prince
Edward Island and the nearest
point on the Intercolonial Railway,
saving over the existing summer route
something like four hours in going
from Charlottetown to Halifax, which,
of course, was a very great saving,
taking the distance into consideration.
It would effect a very large saving in
going to St. John, N.B., over the exist-
ing line of communication and by tap-
ping the Intercolonial it would estab-
lish a direct line of communication
across from the harbour of Pugwash
to the Basin of Minas. It would bring
the valuable Spring Hill coalfield in
communication with a port on the
Gulf of St. Lawrence and increase the
facilities for obtaining Nova Scotia
coal by the St. Lawrence, because it
would furnish it at a nearer point than
that from which it could now bereach-
ed by the St. Lawrence. The question
was one cf importance, and he hoped
the Government would make a thorough
enquiry into the winter and summer
navigation of the St. Lawrence at this
point, for he believed the proposed
branch would form ,one of the most
important feeders of the Intercolonial
Railway. He would not, at this advan-
ced stage of the Session,take up the time
of the House further, but would simply
commend the matter to the consider-
ation of the Government.

Ma. MACKENZIE: As I stated at
an earlier period cf the evening in
reply to the questien put by one of
the members for Queen's County,
Prince Edward Island, the Government
is prepared to consider the whole
subject of the winter navigation of
the River St. Lawrence. I think the
statement made by the hon. gentle-

Ma. TuppER.

man as to the Northern Light being a
fatal mistake is rather a strong one.

Ma. T UPPER : I did not say it was
a fatal mistake. I said putting the
Aorthern Light on a fixed route instead
of using it as a trial vessel was a fatal
mistake.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the object
of the Government was to obtain the
best possible vessel so that they might
better accomplish the purpose. le
was bound to say that the weight of
opinion was decidedly in favour of cross-
ing the Straits further west. He had
paid some little attention to the Pug-
wash proposal, but he must say he did
not by any means admire the name.

MR. TUPPER: It could be changed
by Act of Parliament.

MR. MACKENZIE said the distance
from the cape was 25 miles, and some
people who pretended to know said it
was more difficult to approach the
shore at Pugwash than at the cape.
On the other hand, residents in the
neighbourhood of Pugwash assured
him of the very opposite. Hethought
the Government would best serve the
interests of the public by getting an
impartial examination made of the
coast in that particular place, with the
view of ascertaining the best method
of carrying the mails from the island
to the mainland. They were not pre-
pared to recommend any measure t)
Parliament at the prosent time, but
they hoped to do so after an indepe-
dent examination before next Session.

Motion agreed to.

REMOVAL OF INTEROOLONIAL RAIL-
WAY ASSISTANT-RAILWAY

BUPERINTENDENT.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCI.

Mn. TUPPER moved for copies of
all correspondence, Orders in Counine
or Reports connected with the re
moval from office or resignatiol 01
George Taylor, from the odice O
Assistant Railway Superintendent 0'
the Intercolonial Railway. cco
not, he . regretted to say, proper.
characterize the action of the GoverW
ment in relation to Mr. Taylor in a
other terms than to say it had bC
exceedingly cruel and unjust. Mn
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Taylor was a young Scotch man, who
cane, 20 years ago, at the time of the
first organization of the Nova Scotia
Railway, and was appointed to a coi-
parati7ely humble position on the
staff. Being a young man of great
industry, fair education, and good
business ability, he rose step by stop,
under several successive Governments,
until he ultimately attained the posi-
tion of Superintendent of the Nova
Scotia Railway-the highest officer in
connection with the management of
that undertaking. In that capacity be
gave entire satisfaction. When, how-
ever, the line between New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia was completed, and it
became necessary to amalgamate the
two railway systems, the officer hold-
ing the same position in New Bruns-
wick which Mr. Taylor held in Nova
Scotia was, by right of seniority, ap-
pointed superintendent, an arrange-
ment in which Mr. Taylor readily
acquiesced, thus becoming assistant
manager of the Intercolonial Railway.
In that position he discharged his duty
with great fidelity, but when a new
Government came into office, and the
staff was rearranged, Mr. Brydges
abolished the office of assistant mana-
ger-although an officer still held
practically the same position. Mr.
Taylor, without any fault having been
found with him, was called upon by
Mr. Brydges to resign his office, which
Le did under protest. He was thon
effered his choice of two very inferior
positions at a great reduction of salary.
As, however, lie h ad a family dependent
upon him for their maintenance, even
in a comparatively humble way, he
Lad no alternative, and told Mr.
Brydges that he had, with great
reluctance, come to the conclusion that
Le would accept one of the offices which
le was offered. He was thon in-
formed that that office had alroady
been disposed of, and, of course, he had
to leave the service. Down to thetime of his removal ho had paid a part
of bis salary into the SuperannuationFund, but now, in addition to being
ersistently refused any employment,

le was denied any compensation under
the Superannuation Act. It would beeen, therefore, that lie had been treatedth great injustice and cruelty; but
l (er. Tupper) believed he had not

obtained redress because he had not
pressed his claim on the Minister of
Public Works with the same zeal that
others would have donc under the saine
circumstances. .He had deferred doing
so from vear to year because he had
reason to believe, from bis personal
interviews with members of the Gov-
ernment, that, if he did not receive em-
ployment, he would obtain that
considoration which, under the law, he
was entitled to. He (Mr. Tupper)
believed it would b found from the
correspondence asked for, that be had
assurances to this effect; and, if the
bon. the First Minister reconsidered
the case, he would doubtless come to
the conclusion that common justice
required that Mr. Taylor should, in
some manner, be componsated.

MR. MACKENZIE said there was
certainly no charge against Mr. Taylor
for misconduct in his office, but, under
the rearrangement of tho staff whieh
took place, he was selected, for purely
business reasons, as one of those who
was considered not necessary to retain
in the higher positions. The hon.
member for Cumberland was mistaken
in thinking that Mr. Taylor had paid a
considerable sum into the Superannua-
tion Fund. He had only made pay-
monts for two years, and as, on leaving
the service, ho was paid either six or
nine months' salary by way of
a gratuity-he (Mr. Mackenzie)
believed ho was paid for nine
months-he could not be considered
as being at all ill-treated in that
respect. He quite admitted that, as
soon as some position became vacant
which Mr. Taylor was capable of filling,
ho should get a preference, and he
should be glad to take that into ac-
count.

Motion agreed to.

DISMISSAL OF TRAIN DESPATCHER AT
TRURO.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE;

Ma. TUPPER moved for all corres-
pondonce between the Government
and T. M. Boggs, in relation to his
dismissal from the office of train
despatcher at Truro, on the Interec 1-
onial Railway; together with all cor-
respondence with the General Supe:-

Dismis-sal of Train
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intendent of the Government Rail-
ways; with any reports or minutes of
investigation in relation to said dis-
missal of M1r. Boggs, and a statenent
of the number of persons now engaged
in performing the duties imposed upon
Mr. Boggs at the time of the accident
which led to his dismissal. This, Le
said, was a claim by a very humble
individual, which merited careful con-
siderationl, with the view of making
him sone compensation. lie (Mr.
Tupper) Lad taken pains to ascertain
its accuracy, and he would briefly
state the facts of the case. Mr. Boggs
entered the service of the Nova Scotia
]Railway in September, 1869, and,
after filling several responsible posi-
tions, was, in Miiarch, 1876, promoted
to be train despatcher at Truro, which
situation he continued to hold till 28th
May, 1877, when Le was suspended in
consequence of an accident caused by
mistaken orders given by him while
he was unfitted to discharge his duties
in consequence of over-work. After
eight weeks' suspension he was dis-
missed, though, during eight years, he
had given perfect satisfac(tion. For
some weeks previous to the time the
accident occurred, the train despatch-
ing staff at Truro was altogether
insufficient, there being only two
men to perform the work in conse-
quence of the second officia], Mr.
McCallum, having taken ill on Thurs-
day, 24th May. From that time till
midnight on the 26th, Mr. Boggs was
on duty, making 59 hours' work with-
out rest. On Sunday night, the 27th,
until 9.30, at which time the accident
occúrred, no other help had been sup-
plied, and for the whole two days pre-
vious to the accident ho had
to perform the duties although
frequently assured by the Divisional
Superintendent that assistance would
certainly be supplied shortly. On the
day following the accident, however,
three officers were appointed to dis-
charge the duties which for fifty-nine
hours of uninterrupted service, with-
out iest, he had been compelled to
attempt to perform. And, shortly
afterwards, Mr. McCallum resumed
duty, thus making four at least
to do the work which Mr. Boggs
Lad been cempelled to do alone;
and he believed that Le was correct in

ML TUPPER.

stating that seventeen miles of road
were transferred from the division
worked through Truro to another divi-
sion, and since thon worked through
Yoncton. So that four persons were
employed to do actually less work
than Mr. Boggs. At the investigation
into the cause of the accident, held in
Truro on the 2nd June, Mr. Boggs
stated that he Lad been overworked,
but no attempts were taken to ascer-
tain why help Lad not been supplied
previous to the accident. He (Mr.
Tupper) felt that he had no need to
make any remarks to the Hous upon
these facts, if they were facts litera]1-
and strictly correct, and they were not
contradicted at the investigation. No
member of this House or this G-overn-
ment would for a single moment say
Mr. Boggs was responsible for the ac-
cident, which, fortunately, did not
result in any loss of life. The acci-
dent occurred in consequence of a
wrong order having been given, but
this, Le need not say, was the result of
overwork. There was no question
which deserved more particularly the
attention of the Government or any
parties connected with the working of a
great railway than the question of over-
worked railway officials. The London
Lancet, the highest authority, perhaps,
in the world upon this point, in
an article, brought ont the im-
portant fact that, if railway companies
overworked a railway officer, an
officer from whom vigilance and close
personal attention to the safety of life
and pronerty were needed,his brain was
brought into that condition by being
overworked, for any length of time,
that he was very apt to give an errone-
ous order. A great case which came
up in England, turned entirely on the
responsibility of the railway company,
in consequence of it being established
that the officer through whose neglect
of duty or inattention at the
moment the accident occurre
had been previously overworked.
Now, if it had been established that
being previously overworked would
account for moving a wrong lever, or
giving a wrong signal, or failing to
comprehend at midnight all the move-
ments that had taken place on the rad-
way, what should be said of a Gover'-
ment who discharged an officer for these

(COmMONS.] · Despatcher at Truro.
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acts,who had been on duty for fifty-nine injustice to the man, the sole objeet of
hours without rest, and had performed the Government being to secure safety
duties which at this moment it took te the travelling public.
four officers to perform. He thought MR. MKAY (Colchester) said he
that, under the circumstances, the
Governient did not act with a spirit ien were appointed te do the same
of justice when they visited upon an duty as -%as performed by Mr. Boggs
officer, who for eight years had shown adt a
by unremitting attention to bis duty mistake had been made, but Mr. Boggs
that he was a thoroughly painstaking was one of the most industrieus, bard-
Officer, such a heavy penalty. lie worlino and attentive men they
thought they did not net justly towards
that officer when they deprived him cld possible emly, and be ia
of the means of earning his bread, after alway at bisidutye pudealtheugb il
these facts had transpired at the inves- migt n be in the puli itsnt
tigation. His object in bringing this bini i n h sai poto
matter before the House was to draw d
the attention of Goverment a Most re3ponsibltle tetecutiaron i of Gvrmn strongly position, hie thought it was veryto the peculiar hardship of the case, ujs odsistemnfo h
with a view, ho trusted, to the recon- st te d is h man frm he
sideration ofbeen a station master for many years,a very severe penalty. and ho thought the Joast the Govern-

MR, MACKENZIE said he regretted ment could do was te give him another
that he was unable to lay his hands on pa
the papers; ho presumed they were at lfI, in some other capacity.
the railway office. His recollection of Ma. PLIMB said it was well known
the case, and ho thought it was toler- that, in England, the question of the
ably correct, was that the statement ovorwerking of the peintsmon and
which the hon. gentleman gave as a mon who were employed te give
statement of facts, was not received as the railway signals at great stations
a statement of facts by the Depart- had been theroughly investigated. It
meut; in other words, that statenent had been foind that overwork in that
was centroverted, and it was shown, respect was net only apt to croate con-
he theuglit, conclusively, that t tere fusion in the minds of such a person
vas very gross negligence in t1e mat- at the time, but there had been a per-

ter. There was nothing in the whole manent effeot producd upon his mt d;
svstenm se dangerous as one of these and tbe investigations to which the
tr'ain despatc-hers neglecting lis bon. mem ber fer Cumberland (Mr.
lutY; for waile the system, itself, was Tupper) had referred, sowed that
telerable, if prmperly worked, it was a there was ne reason te blieve .o was
'ery dangerous e if great'are w was respknsible for the errer made in the
lot bestowed upen its working. The discharge of bis duty, after the stress

Position of a train despatcher was ae put upen him by ;verwork. If hoi
Of gr'eat importance; everyîhing de- was kept fifty-nine heurs at work on
pended on the accurate transmissien of a strotch, as was stated, and there was
orders, and it required mmst unre- nothing breught forward t p contradit
mwitting attention. In this case, there itw it seemed cruel that ho should h
vas gross negligence shown, which made responsible for an accident which,

mnade il utterly impossible for the after ail, did net resuit in loss cf lifè
Gevrn mnt oconinue ths desatche th asnt fatrin thar er-
ii hi' Position. Ho would net speak, andp was ne that trus very

Of Course, with absolue pesiuiveness of work, ho had committed an error, he
the facts, but he beîieved that when might have been retained te do someth' papers came down, the hon. gen- other wrk. Lt became the duty cf
Ilanweuld find thata the statement the Goverument te enquire seriously
furnished te him ws inmt se correct as oul every affair of Iis kind,-one
he (pr. Tupper) considered ho was. which affected the management cf the
There Was ne intention of doing an railways of the country and the differ-
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ent lines which the Government was
likely to control, under the system
they had adopted. It seemed to him
a most extraordinary case of hardship
had been made out. It was shown by
the statement of the hon. member for
Colchester, which was not controverted
by the hon. the Premier, that three
p1ersons were nowdoingthe work which
this man had formerly donc alone. This
question had, lie must say, been treated
with levity, with great carelessness,
when the papers connected with it
were not forthcoming, although infor-
mation had been asked months before.
This delay on the part of the hon.
Minister, whose duty it was to answer
such questions, gave rise to attacks
such as made to-night. It delayed the
public business. The Opposition were
not responsible, because these discus-
rions would not arise if the fact could
>e stated authentically, so as to settle

the allegations made by the person in
whoso behalf this enquiry was moved.
It was evident, if Boggs' statements
were correct, and thev were corrobor-
ated by the hon. member for Colchester,
that a grave responsibility rested upon
those who had not relieved that man.
He should not have been punished for
an act for whieh he was not respon-
sib!e; if the accident occurred through
his having been overworked, he should
have been retained and placed in
another position. After all that had
been said by the hon. member for Cum-
berland, corroborated, as it has been,
by the hon. member for Colchester, he
trusted the Government would pay
serious attention to the management
of the road in which such accidents
were allowed to occur.

Motion agreed to.

CONVEYANCE OF H. M. MAILS IN CAPE
BRETON.

MOTION FOR RETJRN.

MR. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
moved :

" That a message be sent to the hon. the
Senate, requesting that hon. body to trans-
mit, for the information of the House -

"1st. Copies of all contracts entered into
during the year 1875, for the con veyance of
Her Majesty's Mails froim Sydney to Cow
BayLittle and Big Glace Bays and Bridge-
pot, in the countiy of Cape Breton.

Mi. PLUMn.

"2nd. Copies of notices for tenders, and
the titles of newspapers wherein they were
inserted ; with aIl copies of other documents,
correspondence, etc., in reference to such
contracts; also copies of all other contracts
entered into in the years 1874,1875 and 1876
in the said county of Cape Breton, with
vouchers of payments for said services and
transmission of mails."

He said, when these papers came
down, he would refer to thm fully.
Ie might say, however, that the two
old contractors had been suddenly de-
prived of their contracts, which they
had held for a number of years. One
of them, who, to h1s own knowledge,
had done the work to the satisfaction
of everyone, had been dismissed, and
had not even been allowed an oppor-
tunity to tender again for the new
contract, the Government having
entered into an arrangement privately
with another party.

MR. HUNTINGTON said the Gov-
ernment had to deal with a contract
where the contractor had $856 for the
performance of a tri-woekly mail ser-
vice. They made an arrangement to
give a daily mail for $900, over the
same service, thus paying only $44
more. The tri-weekly service at $856
had been turned into a daily service
at $900.

MR. McDONALD said that state-
ment might be correct, but he wished
to have the papers brought before the
House, as he might require to refer to
this matter again. The contract was
taken from one man, who had had it
for fourteen years, and had been given
to another privately and secretly, in
violation of the law, and at a figure
which enabied him to make consider-
able profit, as had been proved by the
tenders since received by the Goveru-
ment. The contract had been awarded
in violation of the law.

MR. HUNTINGTON: Not in viola-
tion of the law.

Motion agreed to.

QUARANTINE HOSPITAL AT SYD- 7 '
O.B.

MOTIoN FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. McDONAL D (Cape Breton)
moved for correspondence between the
Dominion Government and the I"
perial Government in reference to a

(COMýMON8.) Business.
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site for building a quarantine hospital
at Sydney, Cape Breton. le said that
,Sd ney had become a very important
,hipping port, second only to Halifax.
Vessels from different ports made Syd-
ney a port of call. Vessels seeking
freight in the Gulf of the St. Lawrence,
the Bay of Fundy, as well as the East-
ern States, frequented Sydney, and it
was apparent of late years that disease

had been brought into the city from
these vessels. It was of the greatest
necessity that a quarantine hospital
should be built there, and he hoped the
Government would seriously consider
the matter.

Motion agreed to.

DISMISSAL OF SHIPPING OFFICER AT
LITTLE GLACE BAY, C B.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
moved for correspondence relating to
the dismissal of R. MeNeil, Esq., ship-
ping officer at Little Glace Bay, Cape
Breton County.

MR. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said
he did not think the hon. gentleman
had anything to complain of, inasmuch
as. if he recollected aright, the shipping
oflicer at Little Glace Bay left his
office, and as it was not expected ho
intended to retain it, another was
appointed in his place.

Motion aqreed to.

REMOVAL OF POSTMASTER AT COW
BAY, C.B.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
m1oved for correspondence relating to
the removal Of the Postmaster at Cow
Bay, Cape Breton, together with all
correspondence between the Post-Office
Department and all other parties touch-
ng the cause of his removal.

M1otion agreed to.

DISMISSAL OF AGENT OF GOVERNMENT
SAVINGS BANK, GLACE BAY, C. B.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE,

R. MCDONALD (Cape Breton)moved for all c9rrespondence relatingto the dismissal of the Agent of the
<rovernment Savings Bank at Glace

ay, Cape Breton.
Motion agreed to.

DISMISSAL OF TEE POSTMASTER AT
LITTLE GLACE BAY, C. B.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. McDONALD (C.B.) moved
for all papers and correspondence re-
lating to the dismissal of D. McDonald,
Postmastcr at Little Glace Bay, Cape
Breton.

Ma. HIUNTINGTON said the l-
spector had reported to the Depart-
ment that this gentleman, who was,
he believed, also connected with the
Savings Bank, had absented iimself,
and was performing the duties of an
accountant at Halifax. The Inspector
had great deal of diffliculty in finding
him out, and he was not to be retained
any longer.

MR. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said he wished to see the papers in
order to ascertain whether what had
been stated was correct, because, if it
were, the Governmont should have
dismissed the officer from another posi-
tion which he held; but, instead of
doing so, they left him there during
two years. This man had had the
misfortune to vote for him at the last
election, after which ho was dismissed
from office. The Government allowed
him te continue as Savings Bank agent
for two years afterwards. It was
known to the Government that he had
been absent when they dismissed him
from the office of postmaster, and they
should have dismissed him, at the same
time, from the office of agent of the
Savings Bank. That was no reason for
the course of the Government.

MR. H1UNTINGTON: We thought
it was a good reason.

Motion agreed to.

DISMISSAL OF JAMES CORBELL, POST.
MASTER AT LORWAY MINES, C.B.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCI.

MR. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
moved for all correspondence relating
to the dismissal of James Corbell, post-
master at Lorway Mines, Cape Breton
County.

MR. HUNTINGTON: Mr. Corbell
resigned regularly on the 7th May,
1874. He was not dismissed.

Motion ayreed to.
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DISMISSAL OF J. CADIGAN.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
moved for ail correspondence touching
the resignation of J. Cadigan, as Post-
master at Little Glace Bay, Cape
Breton County.

MR. IUNTINGTON: The informa-
tion I have is, that Cadigan resigned on
the 19th July, 1875, because he was
going into business and could not at-
tend the office.

Motion agreed to.

POST OFFICE AFFAIRS AT VICTORIA,
C. B.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mit. McDONALD (C.B.) moved for
ail correspondence between the Post-
Office Department and ail persons,
touching the Postmaster and Post.
Office affairs at Victoria Mines, Cape
Breton County, for the past three
vears.

Motion ayreed to.

LEASE OF OYSTER BEDS AND MUD
FLATS IN COLCHESTER AND CUM-

BERLAND.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. McKAY (Colchester) moved
for copies of ail correspondence, memo-
rials, reports or papers, connected with
a lease from the Government of Nova
Scotia and from the Dominion Govern-
ment to the Hion. Alex. McFarlane, of
certain mud flats and ovster beds in
the counties of Colchester and Cumber-
land, with copies of said leases;
also, statement of the anount
of rent received for said
property by the Government.
He said that a very large number of
bis constituents were interested in the
matter referred to in this motion. This
lease was given some ten years ago,
and covered a very large bay, part of
which was no benefit for the purposes
of the lease. In this bay there were ex-
tensive mudflats or mussel mud bars,
that were considered to be of immense
wealth to farmers in that locality, and
they had gone to a large expense in
building scows and machines for drag-
ging and carrying this rich deposit to

MR. HUINTINGTON.

their farms. The lease deprived them
of this privilege. The portion required
by the inhabitants was of no use to the
holder of the lease. He (Mr. McKay)
had used every means in his power to
get the lease cancelled, and he was
justified in asking for the cancellation
for other reasons. The holder had
not fulfilled the terms of the lease. lie
had never spent a dollar on it, and no
person received any benefit from it.
He believed he was right in saying
that the Inspector of Fisheries in Nova
Scotia had reported against the lease.
On the coast of Prince Edward Island
similar mud bars were used very exten-
sively by the farmers of that Provinee,
where the deposit was considered verv
valuable and where there were no re-
strictions whatever. lIe desired to
impress on the Government the neces-
sity of cancelling at least thatportion
of the lease wbich would benefit the
inhabitants. le did not deny the
right of the Government to lease oyster
beds for the purpose of cultivating
and propagating oysters, but in tie
present case the Government were
doing the inhabitants of this locality a
positive injury, and he hoped to hear
that the lease was cancelled.

SCHOOLS OF GUNNERY.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

31R. AYLMER moved for return
of ranks and names of ail officers who
have attended and taken long or short
course certificates at the " A " or "B"
Battery Schools of Gunnery; the corps
to which they belonged, with the dates
of their appointments; their ranks and
corps at present or the dates and
reasons for their retirement.

Motion agreed to.

LOTS ON ASSINIBOINE RIVER.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

MR. RYAN moved for a statment
showing the number of Lots south of
the Assiniboine River, in the parish
of Poplar Point, in the Province Of
Manitoba, for which Patents have been
issued, 'or for which applications for
patents have been received, under the
Manitoba Act or otherwise. Hie said
he desired to call the attention of the
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hon. the Minister of the In terior to a
iatter covered by ihe motion. In the

parish of Poplar Point, south of the
Assiniboine River, there were a num-
ber of pool' settlers who went in there
shortly after the transfer of the coun-
try, and many of whom were half-
breeds. By the provisions of the Order
in Council, al those who were settled
in the Settlement belt before IMarch,
1873, had the right to purchase the
lands for $1 per acre. If those parties
were mere speculators ho would say
those terms were exceedingly liberal,
but they went across the river to settle
before the Government regulations
respeeting the disposal of those lands
were definitely settled. They were
there with the expectation of being
able to get a homestead entry for
the land, as was done in other
portions of the Province. It was after-
wards determined by the GCovernment
that land in the settlement belt should
not be open for homestead entry, and
although many people had complied
with the requirements of the Home-
stead Law, they were informed, when
they applied for patents under the
Homestead Act, that the Act did not
extend to those lands and that they
would bave to pay $1 per acre for
them. That price was a very mod-
erate one, but the people were not
speculators but active settlers, and as
the country had derived considerable
benefit from their settlement and im-
p'Ovement of the lands, he hoped the
hon. the Minister of Interior would
find it possible in the interests of
the community to give them the
lands under the H1omes'ead Law.

Motion agreeci to.

SURVEY OF BIC HARBOUR.

MOTION FOR REPORTS.

Ma. FISET moved for copies of the
leports of the Engineers, Messrs.

-Kingsford and E. Michaud, on the
survey of the Harbour of Bic.

Motion agreed to.

TELEGRAPH LINE BETWEEN MATANE
AND FOX RIVER.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. FISET moved for copies of all
correspondence between the Govern-2nent and Sir Hugh Allan and the

Montreal Telegraph Company, in re-
latton to the construction of a Telo-
graph Line between Matane and Fox
River.

MR. MACKENZIE: There is very
little correspondence, but what there is
can be produced. The House will re-
member that a vote of $10,000 was
taken last vear in the Estimates, as a
subsidy to induce the Montreal Tele-
graph Company to build a lino between
Matane and Fox River. There is a
communication, however, now to Fox
River, going by the New Brunswick
side of the Gaspé peninsula and across
the country. it was alleged that great
advantage would result from having a
telegraph lino built along the coast,
and the vote -was taken to promoto
that enterprise, it being considered
that, with local assistance and the
Government grant, the company would
be able to build the lino. They have,
however, absolutely declined to do it
for that amount, but have decided to
accept another proposal and to act
upon it, if they receiveit. thatisagrant
of $15,000 instead of $10,000. That
proposition the Government have bad
under consideration with a view to
secure the building of the telegraph,
line in the shipping interest wholly.

Motion agreed to.

PICTOU BRANCH RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Ma. BOWELL, for Mr. PoPE
(Queen's, P.E.I.), moved for copies of
all correspondence and documents re-
ceived by the Government from all
sources relative to handing the Pictot
Branch Railwry over to a private com-
pany.

MR. MACKENZIE: Certain corres-
pondence was brought down formerly.
What Na now before the Government
cannot be brought down, because the-
road had not yet been transferred, and
correspondence is proceeding at the
present time. It would be incon-
venient to submit any portion of an
unclosed correspondence. and I must,
therefore, ask that the motion be with-
drawn. With respect to the transfer
of the road, under the conditions of the
Act passect last year, the hon. member-
will remember the Act provided that

General [A PRIL 1, 1878.]



1580 Tte Thousand

temporary transfer might be made as
soon as the company building the road
from New Glasgow eastward had ex-
pended not less that $400,000 on the
line, and had given security to the
satisfaction of the Government that it
would be properly stocked and worked.
The money has been expended and we
have the certificate of the Nova Scotia
Government to that effect; but the
other conditions may not be complied
with at an early date. In the mean-
time we are not satisfied at what date
the road can be transferred, or whether
we can have security, at an early day,
to the satisfaction of tho Government,
as to the management of the line, and
until such time as they have completed
the whole-that condition being the
paramount one which governs the
transfer of the road-the transfer can-
not be completed. I ask that the
motion should nut be proceeded with
on that account; at all events, no infor-
mation could be given otherthan what
I have stated.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

THE THOUSANE) ISLANDS.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT OF BALES OR LEASES.

MR. JONES (South Leeds) moved
for a statement of all sales or leases of
the islands in the River St. Lawrence
lying between Brockville and King-
ston, known as " The Thousand is-
lands," during the years 1874-5, 1875-6
and 1876-7; showing what islands or
parts of islands were sold or leased;
names of said islands; quantity of land
in each sold or leased; time for such
leases or sales to run; the names of
purchasers or lessees, with the amount
to be paid en bloc, or per acre, for such
purchases or leases. He said that
many of the islands were of consider-
able area, containing from five 'to one
thousand, or even two thousand acres,
and had been converted into fine
farms. Contiguous to those were very
small islands containing from half an
acre to three acres, and the per-
sons occupying farms had endea-
voured to make arrangements for
their purchase from the Govern-
ment, He made application in
1876, on behalf of his constituents
for some of those small islands. ie

MR. MACKENZIE.

was told by the then Minister of the
Interior (Sir. Laird) that the islands
were not for sale or lease, and that the
Government had not yet finally deter.
mined what they would do with them,
but that probably the emaller islands
would be sold under the hammer. In
1876 and 1877 some of the islands had
been leased or sold, and he submitted
the present motion in order to ascer-
tain the probable disposition of the
islands, which some of the farmers had
used for pasturage for 80 years, and in
order that the islands might not be
sold over tbeir heads without their
knowledge. Opposite the town where
he lived and within a short distance of
his house, an island had been leased
for 99 years; the lease had been
granted to a respectable person and no
great harm was done. Some of the
islands, however, were now used for
shebeens and more might be used for
similar purposes. A complaint had
been forwarded to him by a person
who bad made an application for a small
island lying contiguous to his farm,
that he had been brought before a
Justice for having taken loose granite
from an adjoining island to build a fence,
and he had been fined $20. He would
be glad to ascertain from the Govern-
ment what disposition was proposed to
be made of the Thousand Islands,
which it was desirable should be main-
tained as a General Park for the Do.
minion.

MR. MACKENZIE: The policy of
the Government, in the first place, was
to preserve the timber, without which
the beauty of the islands was, in great
measure, destroyed. Several years ago
we found that people came there, care-
lessly cut down the timber, and carried
it off for various purposes; and WO
employed an additional officer to guard
the islands and prevent the wanton
destruction which was destroying the
actual beauty of the scenery. With
regard to the final disposal of' many of
the islands, there is a difficulty; the
desire of the Government was to retain
all the small islands, at all events, and
those which were comparatively worth-
less for agricultural purposes, in their
natural state. On the other hand, it
is to be remembered that the islands
are now private property, that is, the
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property of the Indians; and we can
hardly expect the Indians, who are the
owners of the land, to give up the
whole of these islands for national
park purposes; and it has been some-
what diticult, on that account, to
arrive at a definite conclusion as to
what to do ir the matter; but, in the
meantime, no new leases have been
issued, I think, for over two years.

MR. JONES: I beg your pardon.
MR. MACKENZIE: Does the hon.

gentleman say that there were new
leases ?

MR. JONES : Yes.
Ma. MACKENZIE: There were

leases reissued, even within the last
year, to people who beld them for-
merly.

MR. JONES: But new leases were
issued.

MR. MACKENZIE: I think that
none were issued during last year. I
am almost certain of that; but, in
some cases, leases were given to parties.
I think that some were given to lead-
ing members of the Civil Service bore
for the very purpose of protecting
the islands, they undertaking to pro-
tect the property from w anton des-
truction. At all events, there is
no intention to lease them. or
sell them, if means by which they
cau be preserved and kept in their
natural state can be found, excepting
those, of course, which are capable of
cultivation and of having artificial
beauty imparted to then by cultivation.
The policy of dealing with the Indians
is a matter not finally determined upon,
and that interposes a difficulty, which,
I am sure the hon. gentleman will ap-
preciate in connection with the pre.
servation of the park features of the
islands.

Motion agreed to.

COLLINGWOOD HARBOUR.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

SIa JORN A. MACDONALD, for
iMIr. McCARTHY, moved for a copy of
the Order or Orders in Council

"1. Relative to the agreement or terms
uPOn which the grant was made and themloney exPended upon the new Breakwater

nd <fredging at Collingwood Harbour in therovice of Ontario.

" 2. The Order or Orders in Council direct-
ing the discontinuance of said works or
eilter of then.

" 3. The total amount expended on said
work, distinguishing the sun paid for, or in
connection with the Breakwater, from that
(if any) expended on dredging.

" 4. The amount or refund received fron
the town of Collingwood and the Northern
Railway Company, respectively, and the
amount (if any) now on hand, to the credit
of the said town or the said railway com-
pany on account of such work or works.

115. The petitions from the town of Col-
ingwood or from the inhabitants thereof,
or from others, praying for the completion of
the said works, to the hon. the Mminster of
Marine and Fisheries, or the hon. the Minis-
ter of Public Worke.

" 6. All reports of the engineers of the
Department of Public Works, as to the pro-
bable cost of the said works, the progress
made thereon, the probable cost of complet-
ing the sane, and especially the report or
reports of the inspections made during the
years 1874 and 1877.

" 7. Al correspondence between the
authorities of the corporation of the said
town and the Department of Public Works,
relating to the alleged non-fulfilment of the-
agreement to do the dredging of the said
harbour."

Motion agreed to.

RIDEAU HALL.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

Ma. FARROW, for MR. MITCHELL,
moved for a statement showing the total
amount expended annually for the.
years 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1876 and
1877, for the following purposes, viz:-

"1. Additions to and repairs to Rideau
Hall.

"2. Upon grounds, out-buildings and
erections connected therewith.

"3. Tpon water-works, gas and fuel.
"4. Furnture of all kinds.
"5. Travelling expenses of the Governor-

General and suite.
"6. Amount of telegraph account.
"7. Also all and any other expenditures

that may have been made from the Public
Treasury for and in connection with Rideau
Hall during said years."

MR. MACKENZIE: Of course the
hon. gentleman and the louse are
entitled, if they choose, to order these
expenditures. It will be observed
that the statement commences with the
year 1872, and comes down to the pre-
sent time. The intention is quite mani-
fest; and all I have to say is that the
House formerly refused, at the request
of the Government,to detail travelling
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iexpenses, and this motion is made in
order to get at it in another shape. I
-can only give it in the shape in which
the other statenent was entered in the
Publie Accounts.

Motion agreed to.

SUPIEME COURT BUSINESS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

MR. FARROW, for Ma. MITCHELL,
moved for a return showing in detail
all fees paid by the Department of
Justice, or by any other Department,
or in connection with the Intercolonial
Railway, to counsel and attorneys in
connection with any business before
thé Supreme Court since its formation,
and the names of the counsel and
attorneys, and the several suits in
respect of which such fees were paid.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned at

Fitteen minutes after
Twelve o'clock-

HOU0 SE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 2nd April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair atThree
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

SECURING ATTENDANCE OF VOTERS AT
THE POLLS BILL.

[BILL No. 66.]

(Mr. McDougill, South Renfrew,)

FIRST READING.

MR. McDOUGALL (South Ren-
frew) introduced a Bill (No. 66) To
secure the attendance of voters at the
elections of members of the Commons.
He said his object was to ensure this re-
sult in lieu of causing candidates to put
themselves in a false position through
their agents, who brouglt persons to
vote. It occurred to him. there were
other duties which electors had to at-
tend to; and he thought that he had
provided for them in this Bill. If
those provisions were not sufficient,
they could be amended in Committee.
le admitted that there were other

Ma. MAOKEZIE.

duties more important, perhaps, than
voting, but, at the same time, it was
important that the electors should
attend the polls. le believed all
would agree with him that if this de-
sirable object could be attained with-
out doing them any injury, it was well
that this should be done.

Ma. LANGEVIN: Perhaps the hon.
gentleman will explain how he pro-
poses to do this.

Ma. McDOUGALL said he believed
it was conceded both hore and in
England, that as to the explanation of
a Bill on the first reading, what he
had said was about as much as
could be reasonably expected. The
hon. gentleman, when the Bill was
printed, would perhaps find any fur-
ther explanation at the present time
unnecessary.

Ma. MASSON said ho hoped that the
hon. member for Chateauguay * would
not have two weights and measures,
but tell the hon. gentleman (Mr. Rte-
Dougall) that he was making an ambi-
tious attempt to thus impose his views
on the House at this late period in the
Session,when itwas impossible to carry
the Bill through. He remembered that
the hon. gentleman had made such a
statement to his hon. friend from
Cardwell (Mr. McCarthy).

Ma. HOLTON: This is a little Bill;
the other was a big one.

Ma. MITCHELL: The hon. gentle-
man never interferes against his own
friends.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: My
friend, who introduced the Bill,
should carry out the usual practice
adopted when a public Bill is intro-
duced. The usual practice is to make
a full explanation on the first reading.
With private Bills, it is otherwise. If
the hon. gentleman will not so inform
us, we will have the Bill read.

Ma. McDOUGALL said that, so far
as ho was concerned, ho was willingto
make the fullest explanation. lus
reason for not doing so at this partiCU-
lar moment was, because he heard hon.
gentlemen expressing the opinion that
to give a fuller explanation nowwould
be merely to do what must be done
under any circumstances at the socond
reading.
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M. LANGEVIN asked that the
Bill be read.

THE ASSISTANT CLERK read the
Bill.

Bill read thefirst fime.

Ma. SPEAKER: A very old prac-
tice has been revived in this instance,
-which has been regarded as entirely
exploded--in demanding that the Bill
be read. This was my impression at
the time, but I did not like to say so,
because I did not have my band on the
autborities. So late as 1868, a motion
was made in the Imperial House of
Commons that a Bill be read by the
Clerk at the table, and Mr. Speaker
explained that it was an exploded
practice and not at all customary.

S1 JOHN A. MACDONALD : The
Bill is always explained on the first
reading.

MR. HOLTON: As a matter of
practice, of course, this particular Bill
bas been disposed of, but I should like
to know whether the right of a mem-
ber to call for the production of a Bill
in extenso has been exploded with the
right to cause the reading of the Bill.
The call for the readin- of the Bill
is usually made with the object of dis-
closing the fact that the Bill is intro-
duced in blank. Can a Bill be intro-
duced in blank ?

MR. SPEAKER: No; it is contrary
tO the law of all Parliaments that a
-Bill be introduced in blank.

MR. MASSON: No Bill can be in-
troduced in blank or in an imperfect
shape; how then can it be known that
a 111 is accepted in perfect shape?

MR. SPEAKER : It can be known by
enquiry.

Ma. LANGEVIN: There is no rule
against readiug the Bill.

UmR. SPEAKER: There is no rule
against it; but the practice has entirely
disappearel. In 1868,in the Imperial
Parliament, it was asked that a Bill be
read, and Mr. Speaker said that it was
an exploded practice. It was the old
practice.

SI JOHN A. MACDONALD saidthat, of course, a motion must be made
foi leave to introduce a Bill, and, there-

re, the HOuse must be informed

whether it was such a Bill as it was
willing to grant leave to introduce.
The practice in England had always
been to explain the Bill on the first
reading and at such length that the
practice of reading of the Bill itself had
become obsolete because the members
stated verbally its substance. Conse-
quently, the practice of reading the Bill
had Illen into desuetude, but if the
other pract:ceo of not explaining Bills
obtained at all, they must return to the
old practice of having them read, so
tiat the bouse might become informed
sufficiently to say whether leave to
introduce the Bill should be granted
or not.

1MR.* SPEAKER: If any member
chooses to object to a Bill, presuming
that it is in blank, it is open to him to
call on the Speaker and ascertain
whetber it is in blank or not; and that
being ascertained, of course, if a Bill be
in blank, it cannot be introduced in
that shape. That is clearly against
the rules. I may state that it was
usual, on making the motion to intro-
duce public Bills, to explain the object
of the Bill and to give the reasons for
its introduction ; and unless the motion
be opposed this is not the proper time
for a lengthened debate on its merits.
When an important measure is offered
by a member, opportunity is then fre-
quently taken to secure a full explaina.
tion of its character and objects; but
where it is not one of an important
character, debate should then be
avoided, unless it is expected that the
motion for leave to introduce be nega-
tived and no further occasion arise for
the discussion. Of course, it lies with
the House to say whether it attaches
any importance to a Bill or not.

MRt. MITCHELL said he thought
that this was a very important mea-
sure. No measure more important in
its character had been introduced this
Session. It was intended to compel
every citizen to go to the polls, whether
he desired or not, whetber the
voters liked the candidates or not,
and whether they had any confidence
in the candidates or not. It would also
compel voters to go eight or nine miles
to the polls to vote. It appeared to
him that this was a very important
measure; and that, at this late period
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of the Session, it required an explana-
tion from the mover.

MR. McDOUGALL: I understand
that the question is disposed of. I do
not think that the hon. member has a
right to discuss it now, nor would I
have a right to do so.

MR. SPEAKER: Really, there is no
question of any kind before the House.
This matter is disposed of; but, as a
practice of a very old character was
introduced anew in the House, I
thought it my duty to state to the
louse what the practice was. There
is no question before the chair. I did
not make any observation as to the
importance of the ineasure.

MR. MITCHELL said he rose in
self-justification. With regard to the
proposition which the Speaker had
propounded to the House with relation
to what was the practice, ho had risen
to say that it was only with matters of
importance, as was stated by May, that
the House dealt in this connection. He
had merely called attention to the fact
that this was an important measure.

THE AUDiTOR-GENERAL.

RESOLUTION CONCURRED IN.

Order for receiving Report of Com-
mittee of Whole on Resolution: That
it is expedient to appoint an officer to
be called the Auditor-General of
Canada, salary not to e xceed thirty-two
hundred dollars per annum, read.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
the amount of salary of the present
Auditor.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said the offices
of Auditor and Deputy Minister of
Finance were combined, the joint sal-
ary being $3,200. He did not think
that any salary was attached to the
Auditor-General's office. He was
treated as the deputy-head, and origin-
ally put on the same footing as other
deputy-beads. Subsequent to the pas-
sage of the Act of 1871, whereby the
office of Deputy Inspector-General was
abolished, the Deputy Minister of
Finance and the Auditor-General had
been combined. The present Deputy
Minister of Finance had, ho believed, a
farlher sum of $1,O00 as Secretary to
the Treasury.

)SR. MITCHELL.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Then
in future, the Auditor will be a separate
officiai from the Deputy Minister of
Finance?

ME. CARTWRIGHT: Yes. Then
there is another Bill before the House
which repeals the office of ]Receiver.
General, and dissociates the offices of
Minister of Justice and Attorney-Gen.
eral.

ME. MITCFIELL: I do not under.
stand whether my hon. friend intends
to increase the charges by this Act, but
I suppose ho wants to logislate my old
friend,, the Receiver-General, out of
office. Will the Bill involve an increased
expenditure ?

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: It will not.
Resolution read the first and second

tines and agreed to.

RECEIVER-GENERAL AND ATTORNEY
GENERAL BILL.--[BILL No. 51.]

(Mr. Lafamme.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.

Ma. LAFLAMME said the Bill pir-
vided for the abolition of the Receiver-
General's office as a separate depait-
ment, and its annexation to the
Department of Finance. It was really
dependent on the Finance Department,
and its being merged therein would b
ot great advantage to the public ser-
vice. The nature of the duties devolv-
ing on that Department were defined
by Statute, and this Bill merely indi-
cated that the office would be trans-
ferred to the Department of Finance,
the Deputy Minister of Finance beingI
entrusted with the powers now pOs-
sessed by the Receiver-General. The
first two sections of the Bill referred
to the Receiver-General's office, but in
the third section it was provided that
the office of the Minister of Justice
shall be sub-divided into two distilet
branches. This was found to be nOCe
sary in consequence of the incrased
amount of work which devolved up)oiî
the Department since 1869. The
iDepartment, moreover, had charge 't
the penitentiaries, the amount of bUsi
ness in connection with which was daily
increasing and required proper atteh
tion. It would be obvious, no doubi t o

1 COM, MOL'ý;S.] Business.
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.every member of the House, that
the ordinary legal business had also so
increased that this alteration was
necessary in order to secure its proper
surveillance. To show this increase
of business clearly, he would refer
to a few statisties since Confeder-
ation. In 1869 the registered refer-
ences were 1,693; in 1872 they were
only 1,971, being an increase merely
of 178; in 1873 the registered refer-
enues arnounted to 2,753; in 1874 to
3,403; in 1875 to 3,320; in 1876 to
4,344, and in 1877 it reached the
amount of over 5,700. The correspon-
dence in 1875 covered only 3,000
pages; in 1877, 9,000 -while taking the
last twelve months the volume con-
tained 10,024 pages. It would, there-
fore, be obvious to every one that it
was necessary to reorganize thib De-
partment. It might be objected to the
proposition that in England the Min-
ister of Justice and Attorney-General
were represented by Attorney-Gen-
eral and Solicitor-General, but there
would, under the new Bill, be this
qualification: that theAttorney-General
would have charge of all the Crown
prosecutions formerly entrusted to the
Minister of Justice, so that the duties
of the two offices, when separated,
would be clearly defined. There could
be no confusion from the creation of
this additional office as all the
correspondence would be retained in
Department of the Minister of Jus-
tice. In England, however, it had
been the rule that the Attorney-Gen-
eral, as legal adviser of the Crown,
should be outside the Ministry. In
several of the British colonies the
same rule had been followed, but in
New Zealand the same system as that
Proposed in this Bill had been adopted.
There was no other colony where this
sub-division Of the offices of Minister
of Justice and Attorney General
existed, but in several colonies the offi-
es eOf Attorney-General and Solicitor-

Generai had been maintained as in
England. The change proposed byibis Bill was one merely in name, as
far as the difference between the prac-
tiee of the Dominion and that of
lEngland was concerned.

1r. MITCHELL said he had graveobjections ta the passage of this Bill.
100

He would not enter into the various
matters which the hon. gentleman had
explained to the House, as to the neces-
sities for the proposed change in the
Department of Justice. He was not
prepared to say whether that change
was necessary or not, but ho would say
that there was too much legal influence
in the House already. Members of the
legal profession had too much Parlin-
mentary influence in the country, and
he objected to the Bill on the ground
that it tended to take away from
laymen positions to which they were
entitled in the administration. When Le
looked round and saw the amount of
influence possessed by the lawyers in
this House, and the way legal gentle-
men monopolized positions, and desired
to extend that monopoly te every emo-
lument and office in the country, he
could not but consider this as another
effort of the Government to swamp
the independent laymen of the country
and maintain and extend the monopoly
of the lawyers. Why should this old
officer, the Receiver-General, who was
one of the best men in the House,
though he did not say much, be legis-
lated out of existence ? He thought it
was very bad taste on the part of the
Minister of Justice to take such a
course with respect to his colleague,
and one that he should be ashamed of
being placed on record. As to the
abolition of the office itself, ho (Mr.
Mitchell) did not object to it, but he
strongly objected to see the offices of
the country monopolized by the legal
sharksof this House.

Several lOiN. MEMBERS : Order.

Ma. MITCHELL said it was well
known that lawyers were always called
land sharks; but, joking aside, lie
must say that he did not approve of
this change. He did not see any ne-
cessity for another legal officer i n the
House. If they found the Minister of
Justice overworked then there would
be some reason for it. But the hon.
gentleman had made no complaint of
this kind, and they had had other
Ministers of Justice, the present Chief
Justice Dorion, and the present Judge
Fournier, and the hon. gentleman's
immediate predecessors. He had not
heard from any of these a statement that
they were overworked, and he, there-
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fore, saw no reason why the Depart-
ment should be divided and another De-
partment created for some needy legal
hanger-on of the Administration. That
the office of Receiver-General might not
be necessary, Le quite admitted. He
was not going to stand up for the main-
tenance ofan officewhich public opinion
seemed to consider unnecessary, and
le admitted that the office of Receiver-
General might very properly be merged
in the Department of Finance; but
why should the Government think it
necessary to create another legal
officer, unless it was simply to provide
an office for some one of their legal
followers. The Government, before
they asked this liouse to approve of
the Bill, must show that such addi-
tional legal assistance was necessary,
that the Department of the Minister of
Justice was over-worked. He (Mr.
Mitchell) never found it so during the
Administration of which he was a
meImber for se'ven years, and Le had
heard no complaints from the gentle-
men who had held that office at any
time. About the only Minister of
Justice who gave him satisfaction in
that capaci ty was the Hon. Mr. Justice
Fournier. He had occasion to apply
to that gentleman once, and lie had the
case promptlydealt with; and he believ-
ed Mr. Fournier discharged the duties
of the Department very well. What,
then, were the facts that the Govern-
nient had to show to this Parliament,
and to the country, as the reasons for
creating another Department ? He did
not know the hon. gentlemen wbom the
Government was desirous of bringing
into office. Rumour said they de-
sired to bring in the present Premier
Of Ontario as Attorney-General. He
was not prepared to say whether that
was so or not, but such was rumour.
He was quite satisfied that such an
officer was unnecessary; the present
Minister of Justice, he was satisfied,
was quite able to do the work. If that
hon. gentleman would frankly state to
the House that lie was unable to do it,
hon. members would have some
grounds for considering it. He (Mr.
Mitchell) was opposed to the creation
of office fer the purpose of strengthen-
mg the hands of any Ministry, and he
did not sec why the hon. member for
Shelbourne (Mr. Coflin) should be made

ML MITCHELL.

one of the political stools of this Ad.
ministration. They took a more suun-
mary way with Mr. Ross, the late
Minister of Militia. They said, " You
must go; you must walk out ;" but in
the present instance, they said, "We
will legislate you out of existence;
we will bury you quietly." low-
ever, they had determined to
abolish the office of Receiver-
General, and, as he said before,
it might be advisable; but he must enter
his protest against attaching to the el.
penditure of this country $10,000 or
$12,000 annually for' an Attorney-Gen
eral, when, for years, the Minister of
Justice had been sufficient, and was,
sufficient at the present time. The
business Lad been behind-hand some-
times, the business of all Departments
might get behind from neglect ; but if
the hon. Minister chose to attend to
his work he was quite able to performi
the duties of that Department. There
seemed to be a little incongruity in
this Bill- There were two points which
struck him as very peculiar. First,
they Lad it provided in the 6th Section
that the Deputy Minister of Justice
might also be Deputy to the Attorney
General of Canada. Nowthey had it on
scriptural authority that a man could
not serve two masters, and he believed
that one officer could not serve a,
deputy to the Minister of Justice and
to the gentleman coming in as Attor'
ney-General at the same time. Thb
was a new feature in the departmentl
life of Canada. They had had two
deputies to one head before, but never
two heads and only one deputy. Thie
innovation seemed to be quite Out of
place and he did not think it was
calculated to work well. Then, take
sections 7 and 8; if any hon. gentleman
would read them and inform hini what
they meant, he would be obliged,fOrhe
could not, for the life of him, under-
stand what was meant by them. They
were models of composition. The fi'*"
read :

" The second sub-section of section one
the Act passed in the thirty-first year of
Majesty's reign (1868), chapter twenty-5v
and the sixth section of that Act, are hereb
respectively amended by inserting after the
words ' Minister of Justice' thereni,
words 'Attorney-General,' and by 8tik1whe

out the words, ' ReèeiverGeneral ' wghe
they now occur therein, and insertv
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words 'and Receiver-General' after the
words "Minister of Finance."'

That was a model of a section. He
would now read section 8:-

" On and after a day to be fixed by pro-
clamation under an Order of the Governor in
Council, the second section of the Act passed
in the thirty-sixth year of Her Majesty's
reign (1873), chapter thirty-one, shall be
aiended by striking out t he words 'and
Attorney General' after the words * Minister
of Justice,' and by adding the words 'and
Receiver General' after the words 'Minister
of Finance,' and by striking out the words
'The Receiver General' and substituting in
lieu thereof the words ' The Attorney Gen-
eral.'"
If any hon.gentleman would inform him
what was their meaning he should be
glad, for lie had devoted some time to
then without being able to under-
stand them. He appealed to the
House not to permit another law
offieer in the House, giving to the legal
profession a power they ought not to
have, and not to allow even a Liberal
Government, an economical Govern-
ment to create an unnecessary office
which would cause an additional
expenditure of $10,000 or 12,000 a
year.

SIR JOHN A. MACI)ONALD said
he was opposed the second read-
ing of this Bill. He was opposed to it
on principle, because he thought it was
a move in the wrong direction. That
Portion having reference to the office
Of Attorney-General was certainly not
required. As to the abolition of the
office Of Receiver-General, that, per-
haps, was not objectionable. He was
quite well aware that the duties of the
RIeceiver-General under the present5ystemn were so intimately connectod

1ith the Department of Finance that
it maight well be done away witl, sup-POing that there was a sufficient check
on the Finance Department by an
effcient systermi of auditing accounts

.n independent officer. In respect
to this, there was a little difficulty
aritag from the fact that they had
everal Bils with reference to it, in-

ad of one. They did not knowWhat might be the case; one might
Pa8 and the other might not. But in
the Present case they Id the two
îfGeters, the abolition of the Receiver-
torne., 1 and the .appointment of At-

y4eneral, presented in one Bil,100~

so that they might diseuss the
whole, one question very much
depending upon the other. At the same
time, he hoped that the abolition of
the office of Receiver-General did not
carry with it what the hon. member
for Northumberland (Mr. Mitchell)
apprehended, namely : a provision to
legislate out of office the hon. member
for Shelbourne (Mr. Coffin).

MR. MITCHELL: That is what it
does.

Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD said
if it did, it would show the Cabinet
was not deserving of the high com-
mendations for unity that had been
passed upon it. He was the only one
Minister who had never committed a
blunder since he had 'been in office,
by word or deed. Not one blunder
had been attributed to him. Notwith-
standing this, the Government were
not satisfied ; they thought him, to use
a common expression, " too good to
live." And so be was abolished; but
perhaps there might be a future for
him, and the salary might be absorbed
in other ways. The hon. gentleman,
as a member of that House, had the
respect and esteem of all who knew
him. But, with respect to the altera-
tion in the Department of Jus-
tice, he (Sir John A. Macdonald)
thought it was altogether in the wrong
direction. He objected, on principle,
to having two legal mon at the head
of two separate Departments, as they
were, in a sense, both in the Cabinet.
There would at once be a difference of
opinion in the Cabinet. There ought
to be one legal man as the counsel of
the Crown, and only one, as in En-
gland. The reason why the Attorney-
General in England was not in the
Cabinet was because the Lord Chan-
cellor was there. The latter was the
keeper of the Queen's conscience; he
dealt out advice on all legal matters;
he was responsible to the Parliament,
the Courts, the public, and the bar.
There was a real, tangible respon-
sibility by having oue man, of the
highest standing, who was respon-
ibl4e befbre the world. There might be

a difference of opinion between the
Minister of Justice and the Attorney-
General, and he held ibat, f<r thik
reason, it was highly objectionable that
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there should be two legal men
in the Cabinet. He did not say
two lawyers, but two men having a
right to speak authortatively of law
connected with the Crown ; one should
be out of the Cabinet, just the sane
as in England. The A ttorney-General
was a high officer, a highly-paid officer,
-a most important officer, a man who had
charge of the administration of the
legal affairs of the country, subject to
the higher supervision of the Chancel-
lor, but yet he was not in the Cabinet.
And he ought not to be in the Cabinet,
for fear of a division of responsibility,
and a fear that the people would have
no legal principle to govern the Gov-
ernmuîent. True, Cabinets were said to
be united ; well, we knew they were.
But look at the state of England now,
of the Parliament, the people, and the
Press. There was no legal constitu-
tional collision so long as the Cabinet
remained together, yet everybody
knew there was a war party and a
peace party in the Cabinet; Lord Car-
narvon, Earl Derby, and formerly Earl
Salisbury. representing the peace
party ; Gathorne Hardy, Lord
Beaconsfield and the majority, belong-
ing to the war party. We al] knew
that; we ail knew how the Cabinet
was formed ; we knew their antece-
dents-what their previous opinions
were; and we supposed, that unless
they had undergone some miraculous
conversion in being sworn into office,
they must have the same opinions.
It was highly objectionable, tor the
same reason as it was highly inexpedi-
-ent that Courts of Appeals should
decide in an uncertain sound, that
there should be two leading members
of the Cabinet baving legal duties to
perform, and obliged to be legal ad-
visera, more or less, in their respective
Departments. It must produce weak-
ness, vacillation, and want of unity of
action. He did not see there was any
necessity in the increase of the work,
for the creation of these additional
offices. He would have said that the
Government had a right to claim
credit for retrenchment after doing
away with the Receiver-General's De-
partment, thinking and believing,
and he agreed with them to
a certain extent, it had be-
come obsolete, and that there was

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

no necessity for a separate Depart-
ment, at ail events, a separate head.
That was altogether aside froa the
general question. The hon. membe.
for Chateauguay, who knew so wel
the opinion which prevailed in Eng-
land, was aware there ought to be in
every Cabinet some offices without
any particular departmental duties
attached to them, so that those in-
dividuals might be used as handy men
to take up any subject of particular
interest at the tine in connection with
the administration of affairs. He did
not think the Government could use
that argument in defence of keeping
up the Receiver-General's Department.
1e was not at ail aware, although
the Receiver-General had not manv
departmental duties to perform, thdt
the Government had utilized his ser-
vices in any other Department what.
ever, or on any other subject whatever.
He thought the Government could
fairly claim, and ought fairly to claim.
some credit for the retrenchment of
those offices. It was the abolishment
of a useless department and a saviug
to the country. But with their usual.
should he call it ill luck, they had con-
trived, while they might have had thc
credit of making this saving, to spoil
it ail by dividing the administration 0f
the Department of Justice and givingit
to a legal man. As alegal man himself,
he was rejoiced to see more avenueS
to professional advancement and
honour than existed before. He
thought that lawyers in this colntrY
or continent could not complain of nOt
having a full share of political honour
and position. But he did not believe
the increase of business had been such as
as to warrant the proposed division, In
fact, if, 'under this Act, the dutiesîl
Attorney-General and the duties of
Minister of Justice were essentiallythe
same, as was provided in the Act'of
1868, which had been carried by the
late Administration, the main porto
of the increase of work must belolg to
the attorney-General's office. There
was very little left to do for the Mii'
ister of Justice if the AttorneY'
General had got to do ail the work, sd
he would be obliged to do ail t
work provided by law. lie would b
merely a legal adviser, a charakr
counsel; to assist in Council, with ve'Y
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little to do indeed. And yet, strange
to say, it was provided that the Minis-
ter of Justice, even with the very little
he had to do, except as a high legal
functionary called upon to give advice
to the Crown -the duties were very
responsible and ougbt to require legal
attainment, but were not of that con-
tinuous every-day work which required
a separate Department-was not to do
his work alone; the Attorney-General
had to do his work. The Minister of
Justice, assisted by the Attorney-
General, would preside over the Depart-
ment of Justice. The Minister of
Justice, the Chancellor, the keeper of
the Vice-Regal conscience in this coun-
try, was not even bead of bis own
Department, but was to be assisted by
the Attorney-General in the Depart-
ment of Justice, where there was little
practical work to do, while the Minis-
ter of Justice had nothing to do with
the Attorney-General's Department.
The hon. gentleman had said there was
an enormous inrease of business.
The hon, gentleman did not look very
much overworked; he did not seem to
have suffered in his health. Any Min-
ister of Justice applying himseif solely
and entirely to the work of his Depart-
ment could fairly perform it; one man
could do it with proper assistance.
True, the hon. gentleman stated there
had bees a large increase of references.
ilow did that occur? He (Sir John
A. Macdonald) could easily understand
it. It was simply the introduc-
tion of a circumiocution system.
These matters, he believed, had
au been brought to the Minister of
Justice. There was a good deal of
Justification for that circumlocutory
process from the fact that the Admi-
nilstration formed in 1873 were, most
of then, inexperienced men in the
Iractical working of the administra-

on Of affairs; therefore, they went,very properly on first taking office,
wIth uncertain steps, feeling their
Way, not being willing to take certain
responsibilities which older and more
experienced men would consider asroutine. The older the present Gov-
ernment became, so long as it retained area onable portion of its older mem-
der, this necessity for reference would
erease Take, for instance, theiister of Customs. He was an able

man, and being an old commercial man,
was peculiarly well adapted to that
office. But lie did not know any-
thing about the general administra-
tion of the Customs Act. Questions
of law from every collector all over
the Dominion cameto him, and he was
obliged to refer them to the Attorney-
General, in order to get a report upon
the law respecting them. It was a fact
that there were so many Departments
taken in charge by men who had no
experience, that the references to the
Attorney-G-eneral's office were in-
creased. The Dominion had not
grown so enormously since 1873 as
to require an entire, a distinct,
and a separate Department. Look
back at the Department as he
(Sir John A. Macdonald) had left it.
If he had simply been Minister of Jus-
tice and Attorney-General, he would
have had no difficulty in performing
the work, and would have had plenty
of time besides. le held that Depart-
ment, and the still more troublesome
one, as the hon. member from L-im bton
had no doubt experienced, of First
Minister. He was bound to say the
two, or rather the three, were too oner-
ous for one individual. With com-
petent men at the heads of the different
Departm-nents, the one holding the office
of Minister of Justice, could perform,
and would be able to perform., its duties
for a long time to come. There was
no necessity for an increase of salary.
The hon. gentleman said the Depart-
ment looked after the penitentiaries,
which was an enormous affair. Why,
looking after the penitentiaries
had. always existed. When he was
Attorney-General of the old Province
of Canada, they had not only to look
after the penitentiaries in Ontario, but
also after every county gaol in tie
Province of Ontario. That work had
certainly not increased. 'l hen, the
hon. gentleman had been relieved from
the charge of the Mounted Police,
rather a troublesome affair, the moral
management of which, not the supply
and material, should always have re-
mained there. There was no necessity
for this Department; it was a causeless
division of labour, an unfortunate divi-
sion of labour. He thought it would
work badly ; it would be well that the
present system should exist, but espe-
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cially would it work badly, having two
men sitting in the Cabinet, It had
been argued by himself, as in former
times by hon. gentlemen opposite, that
it was not the business of the Oppos-
tion of the day to announce a policy.
Well, he would tell the hon. gentlemen
what his idea was of the proper mode
to meet any increase in the work in
that Department, and it could be done
without an increase of a farthing's ex-
pense to the community. He believed
that the Minister of Justice should re-
main stili the Attorney-General. As
Minister of Justice, ho was the adviser
of the Crown; as Attorney-General, he
was adviser of the Departments of the
Governîment. Those were so closely
connected that they were in effect the
same thing; there was such a thin
lino between them they might be con-
sidered as the same thing. In both
cases they were advisers on legal ques-
tions affecting the public interests.
The Minister of Justice should remain
Attorney-General. There should ho an
officer to take charge of the goneral
business, who could, if the Government
liked, be called Solicitor-General; let
him be a member of the Government if
they liked. He supposed there were
advantages, political advantages, which
would override the other advantage of
having a fixed Treasury Solicitor or
permanent officer. There were politi-
cal advantages which would, perhaps,
incline the House to decide that it
would ho well that the Solicitor-General
should be a political officer and go out
with the Government of the day. He
should have a subordinate salary of say
$3,000. He should conduct all the ex-
chequer business, either himself, bore,
at headquarters, or, if at a distance, by
agents. The fees of litigation of the
Crown should ho tunded, and out of
that fund his salary should be paid.
There should be agents in every Pro-
vince, and each agent should pay a
certain portion of the fees to bis prin-
cipal the Solicitor-General, and other-
wise should be put into this fund.
And that fund should be large enough
to pay the salary of the Attorney-
General and have a considerable
amount over. Besides paying $3,000
to the Solicitor-General, ho should get,
out of this fund, for contentious busi-
ness in which ho went into Court and

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

held a brief, a moderate fee, upon the
same principle that a moderate fee was
given to the Crown Counsel who go
round on circuit and carry on the
criminal prosecutions at the differ-
ont county assizes, so that lie
might have a real interest in the busi-
ness. Human nature was human
nature. If he got a certain salary and
no fee out of the business, and was op-
posed to counsel whose income de-
pended upon his successful fighting
against the Crown officer, the defence
would be very apt to be infinitely more
vigorous than the prosecution. ie
(Sir John A. Macdonald) would have a
moderate salary, and would have the
fees funded, out of which fund the
Solicitor-General would be paid his
salary and also a regulated fee, natur.
ally more moderate than what would
ho given to counsel, because the
Solicitor-General would receive a fee
on every case in which ho went into
Court. This business, then, would be
very well done, the Solicitor-Ganeral
aiding the Attorney-General in the
House and assisting him, not only in
the general business of the House, the
Government business in the House, but
in defending that Department against
the numerous attacks which would and
ought to be made upon it, as occasion
arose. This, in his opinion, would be
a reform in the right directiop, thus
relieving the Minister of Justice, not
of the responsibilities (ho ought to be
responsibie for the duties of.Minister
of Justice and Attoiney-General), but
from the actual every-day work, the
Solicitor's work, and not compel him
to go into Court. The Solicitor-General
would ho a handy man, always ready
to go into the business. That fee fund
would be sufficient to cover all the ex-
penses and leave a surplus besides. This
was the plan he ventured to suggest to
the hou. gentleman. He would only
offer one remark more; he opposed, a
stronrly as ho could, the idea of havinlc
two legal men dividing the respon*'
bility, dividing the work in legal
matters.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman had taken one very remark-
able point, and had epoken very
strongly upon it; indeed, ho had nadet
the chief point of lis objection. It v
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This: that it was very objectionable
that two officers, known as the law
officers of the Crown, should be both
nembers of the same Cabinet. The
hon. member had had four members
conducting the legal business of the
Government in Old Canada, and he
never objected to the plan then. Why
had it suddenly dawned upon him that
it was objectionable now ? He also
said that certain officers should be ap-
pointed in the GCovernment who would
be understood not to be confined to
particular labour, in order that they
might be of general assistance to the
Government, such as the President of
the Council, no doubt. A legal gen-
teman, possessed of the qualities
requisite in the Attorney-General,
would be infinitely more useful to the
Government than any layman could
possibly be occupying the other posi-
tions. The other charge he made,
was that the duties of that office had
not been increased to the extent repre-
sented by the Minister of Justice.
The right hon. gentleman must be
aware that the change in the laws, and
nany other incidents connected with
recent legislation, had materially in-
creased the duties. The hon. member
for South Bruce (Mr. Blake) had, per-
haps, a capacity for work more
than any other member in the House,
and yet his powers were taxed to the
very utmost in order to keep up with
the duties of his office. The right hon.
member for Kingston had said that
the hon. gentleman was relieved of the
duties connected with the Mounted
Police. That was, however, very lit-
tie relief from the work in the same
Department discharged by the right
hon. gentleman.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not lay much stress on that.

31R. MACKENZIE said that being
the case he would not say more
about it, because the duties were only
colnencing when the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston left office. It hadbeen the case that in all the great
colonies in the Australasian system
Officers were appointed to dischargethe duties of Attorney-General in con-
nection with those of Minister of Jus-
t'ce. In New Zealand various statuteshad been passed with respect to that

particular position. In 1866, when an
Attorney-General was appointed under
a new system, he was appointed
on good behaviour and was not made
a political officer. In 1870 it was
found necessary to appoint a Minister
of Justice, and in that coloi.y the two
offices exist at the present tiie. In
176 when it was found inconvenient
to have an Attorney-GCeneral out of
Parliament, an Act was passed which
made it optional with the Administra-
tion of the day either to have the
Attorney-General a non-political or
political personage; and under the
operation of that Act, in the same year,
an Attorney-General was appointed as
a responsible Minister, having a seat
in Parliament, and bad so continued
to the present time. The samie systei
prevailed in South Australia, where
an Attorney-General and a Solicitor-
General were in the House in 1855.
In 1861, an Act was passed which
made it imperative that the Solicitor-
General should not sit in Parliament,
but in 1866 the Government brought
in a measure making it optional
whether the Attorney-General should
or should not have a seat. That Bill,
however, was not passed, although
there was a majority in the House for
it, because the Constitu*ion required
that any change required an absolute
majority of the whole of the members.
A similar Bill was brought in by a
different Administration in 1870, and
carried by a majority, but lest in the
same way. In South Victoria, from
1855 to 1859, there were nine Ministers
to be appointed by the Governor-Gen-
eral, and of those there were to be au
Attorney-General and a Solicitor-Gen-
eral, both having charge of the legal
Department. In 1875, a Minister of
Justice was appointed in that colony,
but the Attorney-General was not a
member of either House, although he
was still holding a political position,
and went ont with the Government of
the day, if the Government should
resigu or be defeated. In South Wales,
the Attorney-General and Solicitor-
General were members of the Govern-
ment and of the House in 1855.
An attempt was made La 1872
to make both offices non-political, but
that failed. In 1873, a Minister of
Justice was appointed, and the Attor-
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ney-General's office was made a politi-
cal one, aithough ho was not a member
of the Cabinet. That question bad,
therefore, been discussed in the great
Australian colonies very exhaustively,
and it had, also, been discussed on
various occasions in England. The
ground was taken by some public
men, both in Australia and England,
that it was not desirable the
Attorney-General should be a member
of the Government as a responsible
Minister, but that idea had evidently
not prevailed in any ot the colonies,
although it had been tried occasion-
ally, as ho had shown, but had been
ultimately abandoned, and those offices
were now in precisely the same position
as the offices would be in the present
Administration if the Bill carried. As
to there not being sufficient work for
the two offices, ho was quite satisfied
that no person acquainted with the
duties of the office, as they now re-
quired to be performed, could possibly
come to that conclusion. It was ail
very well to deliver a somewhat strong
speech against the Bill, but it was a
different matter to give facts and state-
monts upon which to base a sound
argument against it. There could be
no doubt in the mind of any one that
the substitution of this office for that
of Receiver-General was one that
would greatly aid any Administration,
in the discharge of its Parliamentary
functions particularlv. Every Ad-
ministration must have felt the great
want there was under our sys-
tem of officers charged particularly
with the preparation and carrying of
Government Bills, particularly those
of a legal character. In England thai
work was all done outside of the Cabi-
net, by experts employed for that
specifie purpose. fHere, there was no
doubta Law Clerk, whose special duty
was, not to draft Bills for the Governi-
ment, but to revise and compare Bills
which were drafted, with existing
Statutes, although sometimes, no doubt,
assisting the Department of Justice.
But there had been a sore want felt con-
stantly of that legal assistance which
was absolutely necessary when Min-
isters had to sit in Parliament, to attend
Committees in the forenoons and at-
tend to the other administrative fune-
tions devolving on them by reason of

Ma. MACKENZIE.

their ,office. That was an enormous
labour, and ho could conceive ofnothing
that would tend to afford relief more
than the appointment of an Attorney.
General, who would be charged with
many of those duties which members
of the Cabinet generally bad now to
perform. He was sure such an office
would have been a great relief to the
right hon. member for Kingston during
the time he was Premier. It was of
still greater importance, when a lay-
man. like bimself (Mr. Mackenzie)
occupied that position, to have abun-
dant assistance in the direction of
legislative preparation, and the con-
ducting of legal business through Par-
liament, for it was almost impossible
as matters now stood, with the legis.
lative functions to perform and the
legislative duties to attend to, that any
one man could devote that amount of
care and attention absolutely noces-
sary in order to carry successfully the
measures of an Administration through
P rliament, and at the same time per-
form all the other duties of the office.

MR. TUPPER said there was one
reason why, ho thought, the present
Administration should feel inclined to
obtain the assistance of more lawyers.
The members of the legal profession
had the advantage over laymen, that
they were accustomed, and compelled
from the very character of their pro-
fession, to be prepared to enter the
Courts one day with a case, and make
an able and eloquent argument it its
favour, and on the following day to
go into the same Courts with a case
antagonistic to that they had so ably ar-
gued on the previous day, and make an
equally strong case in its favour. If
ever a Government stood in the posi-
tion of requiring advocates who werO
able to maintain one case one day, and
on the following day to show strong
reasons for pursuing the very opposite
line, it was the Administration which
had submitted this Bill to Parliainent.
Take the very question under con-
sideration. No one could fbrget that
while hon. gentlemen opposite Occa-
pied seats on the Opposition side
of the Ilouse for six years, the
then Government were continluallY
subjected to the charge of inflict-
ing upon the country an alto-
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gether unnecessary amount of expen-
diture in connection with the
number of the Ministers. Those hon.
gentlemen affirmed that argument in
the House, and reiterated, with equal
vehemence on public platforms, the
charge that the Government were
wasting the public revenues of the
country by fprnishing salaries for an
unnecessary num ber of Ministers. And
they brought what appeared to be
strong and cogent arguments in sup-
port of that view. They asked the
people to look across the borders,
where forty millions, instead of four,
were ably governed by an administra-
tion of seven members instead of four-
teen, and they naturally reasoned that
if forty millions could be successfully
governed by an administration of seven
members, it was altogether unnecessary
to have thirteen Ministers to govern
four millions. The time at length came
when the responsibility of governing
the country was cast upon those bon.
gentlemen. The plea put forward for
their subsequent action was that, when
they made those statements the Gov-
ernment had then only four millions to
govern, and the country comprised
only Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, but the Dominion had
been extended by the addition of the
iNorth-West Territories, British Colum-
bia and Prince Edward Island, and the
case was changed. But the case was
not changed. Those hon. gentlemen
knew right well that from the com-
mencement of Confederation it was
contemplated to bring all the British
North American Provinces within the
Dominion; and, therefore, that formed
Do justification for having adopted the
change they did in relation to that
question. laving deflned a line of
policy entirely opposed to that they
had advocated when in Opposition, and
having adopted a position onthat subject
utterly at variance with the principles
they had fornerly laid down, it was
flot sur'prising that hon. gentlemen
OPposite should require such a recast
of the Cabinet as would give them
more of that kind of talent specially
adapted to meet the same case fromdifferent points of view, and one dayreason il its favour, and the next day
agamst, it With equal success. Nodoubt when those hon. gentlemen were

in Opposition, they succeeded in con-
vincing their friends and supporters
not only that they were quite sincere,
but that all the arguments they
adduced were conclusive and unanswer-
able. There was no doubt those hon.
gentlemen would be equally able to-
day to justify to the judgment of their
friends and supporters that an entire
right-about face, a complete change of
front, and thorough repudiation of the
principles they held when in Oppos-
ition, was also sustained by unanswer-
able argument and commended itself
to the intelligence of the country.
But they would find a great many
people who would not be so ready to
change with the changing breeze, not
so ready to adopt whatever principles
might suit the Administration of the
day to present for their consideration,
utterly irrespective of the principles
they had advocated, and sacceeded in
convincing their followers were correct
the previous day. A feature of the Bill
which would commend itsclf to every
member of the House was the abolition
of the office of Receiver-General. It
was quite true there was very consid-
erable advantage in having certain
offices in an Ad'ninistration that were
not charged with a great amount of
departmental duty, because it left tLe
talents and abilities of such officers at
the disposal of the Prime Minister on
any great important measure with
which they might be called to deal.
But there was this fatal and insur-
mountable objection to offices in a
Cabinet that did not necessarily in-
volve great abilities in order to
discharge the duties, that office
was sought after by men who
never should be Cabinet Ministers in
Canada. The Cabinet of a country
ought not to be larger than were the
necessities of the country, and not
larger than to include the smallest
number of able men who were able to,
perform the duties. Theretre, it was
mischievous in the highest degrec to-
have any office in the Administration
that did not require such ability as a
Cabinet member of the Dominion of'
Canada should possess. The honour-
and character of the country was at
stake in such matter, and the moment
the Government had a Cabinet office
recognized to be a sinecure, they were
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open to the pressure of friends for the
appointment of certain individuals who
never would have been pressed upon
them, if the duties of the office neces-
sarily involved such an amount of
ability and talent as Ministers of this
-country should undoubtedly possess.
He held it to be a wise and judicious
procedure on the part of the Govern-
ment to have abolished an office which.
had been regarded, and properly so,
as, to a very large extent, a sinecure.
But it would require a vast amount of
reasoning, more than had yet been
-offered, to show that the substitution of
the plan proposed by the Government
vas a wise one. He held it to be alto-

gether at variance with the facts as
they existed, with the history of the
matter and past experience in regard
to it. He could see no objection to the
plan proposed by the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, that a Solicitor-Gen-

-eral should be substituted, he not being
given a seat in the Cabinet, for his
appointment would entail no increased
-cost to the country, because he would
be charged with duties now performed
by persons outside of the Government,
and for which the publie money was
paid.

Mi. MACKENZIE:
-would that do ?

What good

Ma. TU PPER said it would do this
good: it would give the Government
the services of a legal officer who
might not only be employed in the
discharge of those special duties, but
questions on which the Premier de-
sired to obtain a legal opinion might
be submitted to him. The appoint-
ment of such an officer would not in-
crease the number of Cabinet members,
and his legal talents would be available
to the Government without incurring
any increased cost to the country. As
he had said, the objection to the Bill
was that it involved an unnecessary
increase in the number of Cabinet
Ministers. He would not enter into
the question connected with the
.attacks made on the late Government
respecting the number of Ministers,
but simply called attention to the fact
that so soon as those hon. gentlemen
were called upon to form an Adminis-
tration, they increased the number of
Àiinisters. He desired to know il the

MR. TUPPER.

office of Receiver-Goneral could be
abolished; if not, why was it necessary
to create another Minister, and that in
the Department of Justice ? Let him
call the attention of the House to the
position in which the question stood
to-day. When the right hon. member
for Kingston was Minister of Justice,
he was found equal to the discharge of
the duties. The fact was he had not
only the duties of the office of Attor-
ney-General, as they were now per-
formed, but he had, in addition, the
Mounted Police organization.

MR. MACKENZIE: No.

MR. TUPPER said that the hon.
the First Minister said " no-" but he
would tell the hon. gentlemen that
through the incumbency of his right
hon. friend, all the enormous work
connected with the organization of the
Force was performed.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Hear, hear.
Ma. TUPPER: Yes; and I know

all about it.
Ma. MACKENZIE: So do I.
Ma. TUPPER said he knew that in

this Department the enormous work
connected with the organization of the
Mounted Police Force was arranged,
and wheu the hon. gentlemen opposite
came into power, they found the
whole matter cut and dried to their
hand.

Mu. MACKENZE: No.
Ma. TUPPER: That is a fact.
MR. MACKENZ[E : No.
Ma. TUPPER: They found a large

force enlisted and despatched to the
North-West, and the whole question,
in all its bearings, dealt with by his
right hon. friend, the late Minister of
Justige and his Department, and that
in a most vigorous and effective and
thorough manner. This was the con-
dition of affairs at the time; and it
was only after his right hon. friend
was relieved from the discharge of these
duties that the Mounted Police Force
and all the great and very large
am, unt of work c mnocted with the
service-and these were never larger
than when it was in its incipient state
of organization-was transferred to
the Department of the Secretary of
State. So there was no excuse for this
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change. If the business had increased
in other respects, so also had the De-

partment been relieved by the transfer
of this large branch of the work that
lad been connected with the office
to another Department. But was it
to be forgotten that his right hon.
friend not only discharged the duties
of Minister of Justice and Attorney-
General, embracing, as they did, the
whole management and control con-
nected with not only the general or-
ganization of the Mounted Police
Force, but all the ministerial part of
the functions connected with this or-
ganization -but also, at that time, was
the Prime Minister of the country. He
had no hesitation in saying that the
duties were very onerous ; and he was
astonished when he read the speech of
the hon. member fr South Bruce at
Teeswater, in which the hon. gentle-
man went into a statement that, he
thought, was scarcely worthy of the
hon. gentleman's attention at such
great length-in reference to the
amount of telegraphing and contin-
gent expenditure that had been con-
nected with the office of the Minister
of Justice, and drew a most un-
fuir comparison between his own
administration of the office and the ad-
ministration of his right hon. friend.
It was unworthy of the great talents
and high position of the then Minister
of Justice to descend, as he thought the
hon. gentleman did, to the most unfair
representation in reference to this
inatter. He had no hesitation in say-
ing-and he spoke from a personal
knowledge of public atrairs for about
twenty-four years, some considerable
portion of ,vhich hai been spent in a
position to give him some knowledge
of the duties and responsibilities and
demands upon one's time and pur.e
connected with the matters-that the
hon. mem ber for South Bruce not only
ignored the fact that during the whole
tenure of office by the right hon. gen-
tleman until the last few months he
was relieved from its duties, the right
hon. gentleman received a Falary of45, 00 instead of $7,000 ; and, if the
hon. gentleman did not ignore the fact,
it was altogethee lost sight of in the
comparison which he made respecting
the duties discharged by a Prime Min-ister when lie was inister of Justice,

which involved more expenditure for
telegraphing, and in relation to the
contingent expenditures of the office,
thaR the contingencies and telegraph-
ing connected with the office of Minis-
ter of Justice.

MR. BLAKE: ilear, hear.

Mn. TUPPER said the hon. gentle-
man said " hear, hear," but he spoke ad-
visedly when he said that while the
Minister of Justice and the Minister of
the Interior and the Minister of Fin-
ance were open to be communicated
with and bombarded with telegrams
from all parts of the Dominion in re-
gard to the limited duties that came
under their administration, whoever
was the First Minister in this country
was open; and not only open, but con-
stantly so, to be communicated with by
telegram and in every other way by
parties from one end of this wide
Dominion to the other, not in
connection with the duties of the
office of Minister of Justice, but in
connection with the general adminis-
tration of affairs. A party might feel
aggrieved with reference to communi-
cations with the Minister of Public
Works or the Minister of the Interior
or any other ofthe other twelve,-and
what was his first act ? He appealed
at once to the First Minister and sent
a lengthy telegram to state his case,
enquire what was to be done under the
circumstanecs, and to call upon him
for interference; so the hon. member
for South Bruce, he thought, had lost
sight of the fact, which if ho had given
sufficient weight and conideration
to it, would have prevented him, under
the circunstances, from drawing an
unfavourable contrast and dwelling on
a matter, and with relation to circum-
stances, that, considering the great
questions tien occupying the public
attention of this country. were thus
rendered c'>rnparatively insignificant.
lie would say merely that every word
which the hon. member for South
Bruce uttered in his owa vindication
and in placing himself at an advantage
in regard to this comparison wita his
right hou. friend, was a censure on the
hon. gentleman's chief. If the hon.
gentleman had taken up th Publio
Accounts and examined these very ex-
penditures connected with the Depart-
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ment of Publie Works, and the other
Departments, he would have found
that every word and all the credit
which he had taken to himself, and un-
fairly taken to himself, with relation
to this matter, formed a censure of
the strongest character with regard to
the enormous extravagance and the
over-expenditures which, by that line
of argument, the hon. gentleman
established against the hon. the Prime
Minister and every one of his col-
leagues. The speech which the
hon. member for South Bruce had
made a few days ago had thrown, to
his mind, the only light that had
yet been cast on this extraordinary
proposition, for he maintained that it
was an extraordinary proposition for
a party and a Government which de-
nounced the present number of Cabi-
net Ministers as being altogether
unnecessary, and claimed that seven
were enough, and that nine was the
outside number. Under these
circumstances it was an extraor-
dinary proposition for these gentle-
men to bring forward the division
of the office connected with the
Administration of Justice. After
they had denuded it or a large por-
tion of its duties, and after, he
believed, it was not contemplated
that this office should be held in con-
nection with the onerous and respon-
sible and important office of the First
Minister of the country,-under these
circumstances there was no ray of light
thrown upon this question but the
laboured speech made on a former
occasion by the hon. member for South
Bruce; and this was on the occasion
when the hon. gentleman maintained
the right of the Minister of Justice of
this coun try to practice his profession
in the Courts of law while holding that
office. If it were held thattheMinister
of Justie-and the hon. gentleman
seeied to think that the only means
by which such an amount of legal
ability, and ability of such a high
character as this office required, could
be obtained would be by avoiding dis-
severing the gentleman who filled the
office from his own private professional
duties which he owed to himself, and
his elients-could do this, if this was
sound doctrine and held and accepted
as* such, and the Government con-

Ma. TUPPER.

curred in this view, he could then un-
derstand that this was a preliminary
to the relieving of the Minister of Jus-
tice from almost all his duties, while
another and a highly paid officer was
brought into the Government, involv-
ing an enormous additional expense to
the country ; thus relieving that high
functionary from the duties of Minis-
ter of Justice and allowing him
to go into the Courts and practice hi&
own private business and profession.
He might say at the outset, he was
afraid that his right hon. friend would
disagree with him on this point; but
he held the opinion-and he would do
a violation to his opinion on this point
if ho did not state it-that a greater
impropriety could not be perpetrated
in this country. The very foundation
of the administration of law and of the
maintenance of the rights of the Bar in
this country was that every barrister
went before the Courts standing upon
an equal footing, as far as his abilities
and the knowledge of his profession
that he possessed, allowed. The very
foundation of the administration of
justice, as it touched the right of every
suitor in this country, must rest on the
principle that, standing in the presence
of the Courts, every advocate stood in
precisely the same position, and ob-
tained the justice for his olients that
every just and fair consideration
for his clients, as far as his ability and
position went, would entitle him to;
and it would be a fatal mis-
take to take any course that,
while it did not touch in the least
degree the rights of clients, would
create, and necessarily croate, a feeling
among the Bar that they did not stand
on an equal footing in presence of the
Judge,-a feeling on the part of clients
and the great mass of the people coi-
pelled to go into the Courts that their
position was not such as would entitle
them to Pair, open and impartial justice.
The very fact, and they could never
dissever this from the position of
Minister of Justice, that he was clothed
with almost supreme power in this
country in reference to promotions to
and on the Bench, that enormous
patronage was thrown into the hands
of an officer powerful as this Minister,
created the feeling - however un-
willingly it might be-that there
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would be an insensible operation in the
mind of the Judge, whose own interests
were in the scale as well as those of
the clients, in favor of the Minister;
and if this feeling could creep in among
the high-minded members of the legal
profession, and ho oelieved that it
would, what would they say as to the
great mass of the uninformed people of
the country, who were forced to go
iato the Courts, and very often in re-
ference to their dearest rights? There
-wouid be a feeling of complete in-
secuiity, and where the Judge decided
in favour ofthe Minister of Justice or of
the claim and plea and advocacy of the
Minister of Justice, upon whom his
own promotion depended, the party
who was decided against would be
convinced in many cases, that had that
decision been rendered altogother re-
gardless and apart from the position
of the Minister of Justice, who was
standing in the presence of the Judge,
it would have been a different one.
He (Mr. Tupper) spoke for himself
alone in regard to this matter, and he
held the strongest opinions in this
respect. He, consequently, regretted
very much that the hon. member for
South Bruce, so high an authority-
who had conformed his practice, he
(Mr. Tupper) was bouid to say, to the
)oudly-uttered public sentiment of the
country, and felt it due to that pub-
lic sentiment, which, no doubt,
was the sound practice-say that
the Minister of Justice should be
open to pursuc bis private professional
practice in the Courts; and, in fact,
that it was necessary he should
be allowed to do so, in order
to obtain such an amount of ability
and talent for that office as it was in
the interest of the country to secure.
He believed that it would be possible
to do so; and that the high position
this office conferred, and the great
legal distinction and the great power
that it gave, and the enormous patron-
age with which it invested the Minis-
ter, would be quite sufficient to induce
gentlemen to accept the position, and
the past had shown that the country
coulid command, and had commanded,the very highest professional talent inthis country for the office of Minister
of Justice. Ie believed that they
need have no fear as to the future in

this respect, that the same thing would
be found to be truc. and that gentle-
men, however high and howevergreat
their personal emioluments were
to them, had their ambitions and
desires for a wider field of usefulness,
and scope of influence, who would
be found ready to accept it. The
greatness of the position itself war-
ranted this belief, and it was an infin-
itely greater position when filled irre-
spective of devotion to one's private
interests, than if these were constantly
commingled. He considered that it
would be a fatal mistake to permit the
practice in question to obtain. Every
person knew of, and the hon. the
Minister of Justice had borne testimony
to, the large amount of work that
was in this Department; and if a Min-
ister of Justice of the highest standing
and the highest legal ability, and one
of the first men in the profession,
found that these duties were too oner-
ous, what would be said, and how
would he attempt to perform these
duties at all, if he was in a position to
be constantly urged, as he would be,
and sought after, as would be the case
in consequence of his great ability, to
go into the country from one end of it
to the other, in order to pursue his
private professional business; having
bis mind not only so occupied, but, also,
bis time. He (Mr. Tupper) main-
tained that the country was entitled to
obtain, in consideration of the position
this Minister held, all bis time. Private
work would make a demand upon bis
intellectual power such as would ren-
der him utterly unequal to the dis-
charge, in the way they ought
to be discharged, of the great
and important duties relating to the
office of Minister of Justice. He did
not intend to prolong this discussion.
This was a question on which a layman
ought almost apologize for offering an
expression of opinion to the H ouse ;
but he could not, as a member of the
Hlouse, see a change made, which ho
regarded as one otthe highest moment,
and made, as he believed, in the wrong
direction, and in a way that would be
prejudicial to the public interests, in-
volving, as it did, a very large and
increased charge on the public revenue
of the country, without uttering,
as far as ho was concerned, a strong
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expression of the opinions he enter-
tained on the subject.

MR. BLAKE said he had not in-
tended to take part in the debate, but,
after the observations which had fallen
from the hon. member for Cunberland,
perhaps the House would permit him
to say a very few words on the subject.
The hon. member baL, throughout the
thread of bis speech and at its close,
argued as if the Bill which was now
before them proposed a very large in-
crease in the public burdens. He would
not use the hard words which the hon.
gentleman used with reference to the
statements of his opponents, but he
would appeal to Mr. Speaker and everv
hon. member whether this was a cor-
rect statement regarding this measure,
which proposed to abolish one
separate office and create another.
It proposed no addition to the
public expense, but rather a diminu-
tion of it, inasmuch as it proposed
the appointment of a new Cabinet
Minister, who should not have a sepa-
rate Department, and who should net
be at the head of a separate Depart-
ment, but who should preside concur-
rently with an existing Cabinet Minis-
ter ove: an existing Department, and
that, by an exercise of economy, which
the hon. member for Northumberland
thought unwise, and said was entirely
unprecedented, lie should be supplied
with the same Deputy. The hon.
gentleman said he had heard of one
Minister having two Deputies, but the
idea of two Ministers having one
Deputy, was a thing which he objected
to, and he (Mr. Blake) supposed on
constitutional and economical grounds.
It was niot correct Lo allege that the
measure now before them proposed an
increase to the public burthens. On the
contrary, as he had pointed out with
reference to the political charge, it left
things as they were. With reference
to the staff of the two political officers
dealt with, one by removal and the
other by creation, in this Bill, it pro-
posed an economy. A suggestion bad
been made that there was a great
difficulty in there being two legal
officers; that it would throw a doubt
on the public mind as to whether there
was division in the camp; and that
the weight which was at present

MR. TupPrR.

attached to the opinion of one law
officer of the Crown, standing in the
high position of Minister of Justice,
would be diminished in consequence
of a suspicion on the part of the public
that this officer's opinion was dissented
from by the other legal officers of the
Government. It did seem to him that
this was criticism run mad. It
was ridiculous in the extreme
to suggest that there should be less
weight in a legal discussion announced
by one or other of those high law offi.
cers of the Government, because there
existed another high officer of the
Government, who must be presumed
to concur in that decision, and must
be presumed to add and not diminish
the weight due to it. But he might
point out to the flouse that, although
this had not yet been achieved in
England, and although in England
there was a different system at pre-
sent of providing the legal assistance
required by the Government, yet, for
many years, it had been agitated by
those who had the best means of
learning, or rather comprehending the
difficulties under whieh the present
system placed the Government before
the country and the Parliament, that
there should be an office of Minister of
Justice created there, notwithstanding
the existence of the Lord Chancellor
also, that there should be another
office created, the high State office of
Minister of Justice-who should be a
political officer, a member of the Cab-
inet, and having a seat in the House
of Commors.

Sm JOIN A. MACDONALD: Hear,
hear.

Mn. BLAKE said he regarded
the proposed change as one of
very great importance, not merely
with reference to the discharge
of the executive and administrative
functions of the Government, which
were but partially discharged, but
chiefly with reference to the disposI-
tion of that not unimportant portion of
the duty of the Government in connec-
tion with the initiation and control of a
large portion of the legislation passed
throngh Parliament. In a Parliament
which sat as ours did for a short time,
where the members lived at high
pressure for two months, or a week or
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two longer, where they were called
ujon to refer, consider and correct
the legislation of a large country such
as this had been since its consolidation
by the jnion, a country with various
laws, customs and modes of shipping-
ho referred particularly to the differ-
ence which existed between the law of
Quebec and that of the other Provinces
-it was of the highest consequence
that the Government, that the Parlia-
ment, that the country should be pro-
vided with more than one high legal
officer in order that those responsibili-
ties connected with the framing of
legislation, such as that to which he
had adverted, ought to be efficiently
discliarged. It was surely impossible
for any one man, no matter how great
his ability, to accomplish, during a
Session, the whole of the business
assigned to him. No man who held a
high political position, no matter how
great his talent, could succeed in ac-
complishing all that business. This
was shown very forcibly by the re-
marks made the other evening by the
hon. member for Kingston, when lie
pointed out that the great increase of
work which had taken place necessi-
tated the prolongation of the Parlia-
mentary Session. Perhaps he (Mr.
Blake) might be permitted to observe
that he was not, in making this quota-
tion from the hon. gentleman'sremarks,
prompted by the same purpose which
actuated the hon. member for Cumber-
land when he committed the irregu-
larity of referring to some statements
made by him (Mr. Blake) in the
course of a former debate. The -
proposal of the Government was not
to increase the public burthens;
they wished to secure the proper super-
vision of the legislation of the country.
Their policy was to abolish an office
which was admittedly a sinecure, and
SUb-divide one which was acknow-
ledged to be a very onerous one, the
duties connected with which had cer-
tainly become too heavy. It was said
this was a proposal to increase the
namber of lawyers in the Cabinet.
Such was not the case. He quite
agreed with what had been said as to
the prominent position taken by mem-
bers of the Bar in the Governments of
all foreign countries. He believed it
Would be found that an undue propor-
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tion of lawyers held prominent places
in the councils of their country, and
it was the case even under the Aamin-
istration of the right hon. member for
Kingston, a majori ty of whose Cabinet
consisted of legal men. He believed
that, at one time, ten or eleven, out of
thirteen, were either lawyers or no-
taries, and that the present Cabinet
contained fewer lawyers than the
Cabinet of the right hon. member for
Kingston ordinarily contained. To
say, therefore, that the existence of
two legal offices in the Cabinet would
give members of the profession an
undue advantage over laymen, was pre-
posterous. The hon. member for Cum-
berland had referred to a speech whicl
he (Mr. Blake) had delivered out of Ses-
sion, also to a fe w observations which
ho had made in reply to the hon.
member for Frontenae. On the latter
occasion, he (Mr. Blake) had thought
it his duty to state his opinion as to
the proper view to be taken of the sub-
ject whiih the hon. gentleman bad
brought before the House-a subject
which was not then in controversy.
The hon. gentleman said he had con-
formed his practice to what was the
loudly expressed opinion of the coun-
try. The hon. gentleman, however,
evidently confounded the articles of
the Tory press, with the loudly ex-
pressed opinion of this country, and he
(Mr. Blake) could assure him that he
had no regard for them whatever.
He explained the circumstances
under which he had confined his
attention exclusively to the duties
of his office and the circumstan-
ces under which, for a short time, he
did not so confine it. He would,
however, repeat the explanation. For
a short time after he accepted office he
assisted in the winding up of some
business in which ho was connected,
but finding very soon that the duties
of his office demanded all his time
and attention, and believing that his
finit consideration should be to dis-
charge the functions which ho had
undertaken, he devoted himself exclu-
sively to them. It was not by any
means bocause the newspapers which
the hon. gentleman controlled, and
which, ho believed, represented the
public opinion of this country, that he
changed his course, because he paid no
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more attention to them than he did to
viva voce expressions of the same opin-
ions as they promulgated. The hon.
gentleman had taken up a line which
he (Mr. Blake) failed to notice before.
Re regretted that the hon. gentleman
shon!ld have so humble an opinion of the
profession to whieh it was his (Mr.
Blake's) pride and honor to belong, and
the Bar at which it had been his pride
and pleasure to practi ce. He supposed
that members of the Bar in a free and
ýenlightened country considered them-
selves as all being on an equal footing,
whether they happened to be Minister
of Justice or the humblest member of
it. No one in this country, however
high his positi>n politically, had any
rights before the Court except that
the possession of a silk gown gave its
owner the privilege to be first called.
Beyond this, ho had no greater rights
than the man who was called to the
Bar the day before. No matter whether
a man wore a silk or a stuff gown, he
must depend for his position on his
success before the jurors and the com-
munity at large. It was, therefore, an
unworthy insult to the Bar that any
'member of it could, for a moment,
think so humbly of the profession to
which ho belonged. A man's argu-
ments before the Bar received attention
.and had weight with the Judges in pro-
,portion to their merits; not for any
other reason. He repeated, so far as he
might be permitted to speak on behalf
of the Bench, that they were not in any
way influenced by the standing of the
men who addressed them. Why, even
in the Province of which the hon, gen-
tleman was leader, there was an At-
toi ney-General who used, he believed,
to practice in that Province. And still
the hon. gentleman said that such
a state of things was perfectly ap-
palling; that it was calculated
to destroy all confidence in the
administration of justice It was quite
possible that by alleging such a state
of things existed, by alleging that the
Bench was unduly and dishonourably
swayed by the position of a counsel,
public opinion might be influenced.
When, therefore, such an opinion was
-expressed within these walls by a
member of Parliament, ho wished
to raise his voice in contradiction of
,such an assertion. The hon. gentle-

MR. BLAKE.

man must place a very low estimate
on the intelligence of the people of
this country, on the dignity of the
Bench and also of the Bar when he
made an assertion of that kind-an
assertion which implied that equal
justice was not administered on all
hands. The hon. gentleman differed
from him also in thinking that this
high patronage-as ho called it-which
the Minister of Justice held in his
hands was an inducement to a wealthy
man to accept the office. He (Mr.
Blake) thought if there was one thing
above another which would induce a
man who felt properly on this subject
to decline the office of Minister of Jus-
tice, it was just this question of patron.
age. He apprehended that instead of
being a lure to a conscientious man it
was really the greatest embarrass.
ment and difficulty under which he
laboured. The responsibility connect-
ed with the appointment of a Judge
for twenty or thirty years, which
might prove disastrous to a large sec-
tion of' the population among whom
ho lived, was one of the most serious
character to a Minister of Justice. He
quite admitted that the fame connect-
ed with some high political position
might attract some men to such an
office; but on the whole, with the qua-
lifications which ho stated in his former
address on this subject and which he
repeated, the first duty of overy man,
whether Minister of Justice or Min-
ister of any other Department, was
to discharge thoroughly and effi-
ciently his sworn duties. HIe
felt convinced that the public
interests would be botter served by
the adoption of the view which ho
entertained, than that of the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland. An alternative
was suggested by the hou. member for
Kingston, who proposed the appoint-
ment of a Solicitor-General who
should receive a salary of $3,000 a
year. Besides the time which the
Court business occupied, he was 0
pected to act as a sort of handy man,
in doing other work, for which he
should receive a portion of the fees.
He (Ur. Blake) could not understand
what sort of man could be got tO gi'e
up the practice which ho had been
accumulating all his life, for a portion
of the fees whieh he was earning. lie
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knew that the hon. member for Kings- hon. gentlemen opposite to complain
to was of a somewhat self-sacrificing of the extravagance of that Depart-
disposition; he knew that ho had had ment, at any rate. The hon. gentie-
wi e experience of human nature fan sai1 he (Mr. Blake) ignored
generally . but, if he had found many the fact that the salary of the hon.
men ready to take a salary upon which member for Kingston had, uritil a re-
a man could live for three months in cent period, been less than his. Now,
this city, and give up his whole time he was neither discussing the saiary of
to the work, he (Mr. Blake) would cer- the hon. member for Kingstonnor his
tainly be astonished. If a man of that own. lewasmerely corparingthe
d';cription could be got, it would b- ratecharged in tbe month the hon.
aind that he was not such an one as gentleman left office with the rate
would strengthen the Government, b.ut charged when li left office. That
weaken them. He had already re- was the computation on which bis
ferred to the irregularity of which the conclusion was based. No doubt the
hon. member for Cumberland had been salary of the hon. gentlemRn
guilty, in referring to a former debate. had, untit some months before, been
But he had also dragged in this discus- less; but that had nothing to do with
Sion now, what might fairly have the comparîson of the expenditure as
come up in the Estimatos when the it stood ut the date li left office. Of
House was discussing the subject of course, in making the comparison, li
salaries, contingencies and expenses. excluded that salary fer anotler
The hon. gentleman had also intro- reason, namely, that the sala-y of the
duced the question of departmental Pirst Minister was eventually $1,000
expenditure without bis (Mr. Blake's) per year more by virtue of the recent
wish, and referred to a speech which regulations than that of theXinister
he ,ddressed to bis constituents. Hon. of Justice. The hon, gentleman said
gentlemen opposite had, for a long a vast amount of wotk had been donc
time, been trumpeting forth the pro- in connection with the organization of
position that the expenses of all the the Mounted Police befo-e the Minister
Departients had been enormously in- of Justice left office. The fact was,
ereased by the present Government. that the difficulties eonnected with the
They pointed particularly to the item maintenance of that foice in remote
of contingencies as one regarding parts were very great. He hopei,
which great extravagance had been lowever, that as settierent proceeded,
shown. Now, it seemed to him that, that as they were able to geV their
when they were attacked in this way, supplies on tle spot, as the system
they should have the right to reply. was evolved, they would not le so
It seemed to him that those who assailed onerous; but he found them so whule
them hardly acted a fair part when li was in office. lV must be remem-
they refused them the right to answer bered that the organization lad been
by a simple statement of fact. The but l a force, 150 men, and that
hon. gentleman sail the comparison they were organized unde- the riglt
made by hirm (Mr. Blake) was unfair, lon. gentlemans suceessor. Now, ho
becanse he had not taken into account did fot wish to detain the flouse at any
the fact that the expenditure during iength, but li wisledto say that one
the year to which he referred did not suggestion whicl the hon, gentleman
embrace the expenditure of the First lad-made, tlat this was an increase of
Minister. But, figures which he had the public burthens, was not borne out
submitted-and which could not be by facts. IV seemed Vo him (Mr. Blake)
disputed--proved that the expense in te be a proposai for relieving the
the Department of the Minister of Jus- country o? the charge of an officer wlo
tice more than counterbalanced the held a sineour3, and o? lightening thefroportion of the expenses declared to burden o? an offieer who was over-
e due te the office of First Minister. worked, and the better disposing o? VIe

Re proved that the work of that office thirteen officiais which were assignedhad trebled, and the enormous reduc- to the Government by hon, gentlemen
tion which lad taken place in those opposite at a very eariy date. Thccongencies certainly did not entitle hon. memborfor Northumberland said
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they ought to diminish the number of
Ministers; but the right hon. member
for Kingston (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) well knew the difficulty in
reducing the number of members of
the Cabinet was so g eat as to be
almost insuriountable. What did
they do when there were oniy four
Provinces in the Union? The num-
ber which they had laid down as the
ground-work for the formation of the
Cabinet had left difficulties which were
now almost insurmountable. The hon.
gentleman (Sir John A. Macdonald)
th laid down the principle of sec-
tiobal representation. He alleged that
there must be two members of the
Cabinet from each Province, that one
man from a Province would feel him-
self alone in the Cabinet; that he
would want some one from bis own
Province to counsel with; that the
smallest Province, therefore, should
have two members im the Cabinet. He
pointed out, further, that there being
two for the least Province, there should
for the large and important Province
of Quebec, be double that number; and
Ontario, being still larger, the least
number she would be contented vith
would be five ; and he thus sum med up
the number of thirteen as the minimum
number of Cabinet Ministers for four
Provinces, and that was the statement
upon which he defended that organiza-
tion. The hon. gentleman now said
that the executive business of this Par-
liament had not increased. What was
stated in the Speech from the Throne
in the Session of 1873? What di1 the
hon. gentleman then put int a the mouth
of His Excellency in the fall of that
year? He alleged that the legislative
and executive business of the Dominion.
had so increased that additional legis-
lative and executive agencies were
necessary. And the hon. gentleman
to-day said that the business had not
increased; and, in effect, that there
was no necessity for more than twelve
Ministers. He said, in 1873, there
should be more than thirteen, how
many more the House did not know,
probably would never know now; but
if his former princi les were carried
out, even with a modification, it could
not be less than three more: If they
talked of consistency, he would com-
pare the statement of the hon. gentle-
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man in 1873, with regard to this
question, and bis utterances now.
There was more analogy in this than
in comparing the views of the Peform
party in 1867 with their views now,
because circumstances had arisen
which must necessarily have changed
their views.

Ma. PALMER said that perhaps he
did not understand the exact position
of these Ministerial changes. It migLht
be that the business of the Cabinet had
increased, as the hon. member for South
Bruce had stated ; but whether it was
so or not, he thought it had very littie
to do with the question involved in the
measure. As he understood it, our
constitution was modelled on that of
Great Britain, under the North Amer.
ica Act, the Minister of Justice being
intended to represent the office of
Attorney-General in England. If he
understood his hon. friend aright,
they now intended to plaue not only a
number of Attorney-Gènerals in the
Provinces, but also any number
of persons representing- the Crown,
either in Parliament or out of Parlia-
ment, that the Government of the day
might think it necessary to put in. Be
contended that principle was opposed
to the British constitution. He did
not understand the great objection
made to the remarks of the hon. mem.
ber for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) upoa
the point. That gentleman did not
make any insinuation against the inde-
pendence of the Bar; he did not insinu-
ate that the Bar of this country were
of different calibre or more liable to
be influenced from doing their duty by
having to appear against a Minister of
the Crown than they were in England;
but he thought it was unfortunate that
this country had not followed the
policy of England in this matter. If it,
therefore, happened that a Judge of oRe
of the highest Courts entered Parlia-
ment, he thought the people WOnId
have ràised their voices against a meOn
ber of the Government, being a Judge,
before whom they had to corne for
justice.

MR. BLAKE: Are you referring
Mr. Morris or Mr. Archibald ?

MR. PALMER said he was referri ,
to a gentleman in his hon. friend'
native Province, who was head of al
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Administration at the present day, and
who was an active politician and parti-
zan, and yet was an administrator of
justice. le did not understand why
his hon. frivnd referred to Mr. Archi-
bald ; he was never appointed to the
Bench.

Ma. BLAKE: He was appointed to
the Nova Scotia Bench.

SI1 JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
n ever sat.

MR. BLAKE: I did not say that;
I said he was appointed.

Ma. PALMER said what he did say
was, that the people of this country
would never consent to have a Judge a
member of that House. As in England,
when they ascended to the Bench, they
should leave politics entirely behind
them, and should keep themselves en-
tirely apart from politics.

MR. MILLS: What about the Lord
Chancellor?

MR. PALMER: Well, he holds the
position for a certain time. He occu-
pies the very position my hon. friend
the Minister of Justice occupies; and
therefore, he is placed in an entirely
different position.

MR. BLAKE: He is a Judge, and
one of the highest Judges, and ap-
points all the other Judges.

MR. PALMER said he did not think
this country would approve of such an
appointment being made. A Judge,
as he said before, should be entirely
apart from political influences. He
under4ood the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Blake) to state that the gentleman
who occupied the position of Minister
of Justice and Attorney-General should
not withdraw from the Bar. He was
not going to differ with him, if he un-
dertook that the office should be con-
fined to one person ; but they might put
any number of persons in the Cabinet,alil 0f whom would then be able to come
forward in the Courts and practice at
leisure.

MR. BLAKE. No, I did not say
that was my opinion. I said that was
the rule in England.

MR. PALMER said if he understood.the hon, gentleman rightly he had been
quoting facts to support his view that
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these gentlemen should go into Court
and practice. It was perfectly true this
was the rule in England with refer-
ence to the Attorney-General, but he
was not in the Cabinet; but they were
so particular, as his hon. friend had
pointed out, that nt person who
went into the Cabinet was allowed
to practice at the Bar at all.
Why should it be otherwise? It might
be said that there was a great neces-
sity for keeping up the practice; if so,
why should these Departmental offices
be increased ? If he understood it
rightly, the Government of this coun-
try had proceeded in the principlo of
each one of the heads being responsible
to Government for its own Department.
Now, if this Act passed, they would
have that plain rule entirely overcome.
They would have repeated what has
been seen over and over again this
Session. When a Minister came down
to justify an act, he simply said some
one in the Department, some engineer,
or some deputy-head recommended it,
and, therefore, the Government did it.
He held that that systen was entirely
vicions. He held that the fact
of the engineer, or the deputy, or any-
one else, giving a report was no
justification for the action of the Gov-
ernment. In another particular, too,
this was the most extraordinary Bill
that he had ever heard of. First, as
to what was the duty of these officers.
They had to have a separate head or
an alternate head ; one clause providing
that the Minister of Justice should be
the head, and another that the G-ov-
ernment may assign to one or the
other any part of the duties of the
office. Under this clause, he thought
it would be pretty hard, hereafter, to
tell where the responsibility rested.
Instead of having a single head and a
single Department, with somebody re-
sponsible for it, the responsibility
would be shifted trom one Minister to
another. This was the first time such
a principle had been introduced, and
he asked the House to pause be-
fore adopting it. He contended
that this legislation would be wrong in
undertaking to put a single Depart-
ment of the Government under two
heads; in other words, that this legis-
lation would introduce a principle by
which the Government of the country
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which had, hitherto, been carried on
by virtue of the beads of Department
-the different branches of the Gov-
ernment being carried on under
the direction of the different Min-
isters who Lad a seat in the
Legislature, either in this House
or the Senate-would, in point of fact,
instead of recognizing the principle of
a head to each Department, allow
two or more heads to each. He
was entirely opposed to the admission
ýof that principle, which, he affirmed,
was a novelty in this country and in
England. Once it was introduced, no
one coul.d tell the consequences. At pre-
sent these Ministers were heads of the
Depariments, and were answerable to
the flouse for their administration.
But, at any moment, the Department
might be put under a different head,
or under several heads, and no one
would be responsible. It would intro-
duce confusion and serve no useful
purpose, because each man must neces-
sarily understand all the details of the
particular subject under consideration
at the timue, and, consequently, having
two heads would not make it less difli-
cult than having one. This Bill, itself,
proved it was not required. If it was
once exactly defined what that Depart-
ment was, and what there was to be
done, there was nothing to hinder any
amount of business being done by it.
Surely an officer brought in peculiarly
fitted for the work, not requiring to be
elected or to have a seat in this flouse,
but simply engaged to do the work of
the Department, would be able to do a
greater amount of work than any man
who only came in there occasionally.
If this Attorney-General was to go
round the country and do the work
vwhich was now done by the Deputy

Minister of Justice in the different
parts of the Province, the resuit would
be he would only be able to give a cer-
tain portion of his time to bis work,
and if he was paid the large sum of
$7,000, the cost would be doubled. He
was at a loss to know what benefit
could arise. Surely the person could
not be more competent. If the head of
the Department was responsible, that
was aU that was required. It was
very objectionable to introduce two
or three heads of Department. If his
hon. friend referred to the political
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course of the present Government
when in Opposition, Le would find one
of their great arguments was the ex.
cessive number of Ministers. Yet,
the system they were introducing
would extend that to an indefinite ex-
tent. lie feared that once the door.
was opened, and it was announced as a
correct principle that the Ministry of
the day coul divide the office, and
make any number of dependents on the
Government, and use their influence in
this House, the result of which would
be that they might entirely destrov the
liberties of the pecple by getting too
much sway in this House. There was
another feature in the Bill which had
been pointed out by the hon. member
for Cumberland. It did not contein-
plate, if Le read the Bill aright, that,
while there were to be two heads, there
was to be more than one deputy. But
the fact that one deputy was enough to
do the work, proved that there was no
necessity for an increase in the heads.
Surely, if the deputy was the persen
who ought to do the executive, the
actual work, it could not be expected
the Minister could do more than direct
the work to be done. It rould not
possibly require two to direct the
work of one. lie could not see the
possibility of a man obeying two
masters, directed the one day by one
man and the next by another man.
If the exigencies of the public service
did not require it, or if these hon.
gentlemen who made that very expen-
t>ive head did not find it necessary to
create immediately subordinates to do
the work ordered by that head, it was
positive proof there was no necessity
for that head at ail. Lt could not be
necessary to create two heads to direct
one man ; one head ought to be able to
direct as mucih as another man could
do. He had no hesitation in saying
that Le was entirely in accordance
with the principle enunciated by the
hon. member for Cumberland. lBe
believed that, neither in this country
nor in England, ought a Minster o
the Crown, a man who was actually in

the Cabinet, to go into the Courts as
the advocate of any person; that is, il,

the case of a private individual. It
was stated that the Attorney-General
in England did so, but he was not a
Cabinet Minister; he had no power of
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patronage. He thought, notwith-
standing what his hon. friend from
South Bruce might say, that it was
unseemly. in this country, that the
gentleman who had the power of
patronage, the prerogative of the
Crown in his hands, by which ho could
confer a favour upon the Judge before
whom he pleaded, and whon it was his
duty by every honourable means in
his power to induce that Judge to give
the case to his client, shculd have the
power to plead in the Courts. It was
unfair to the Judge to put him in such
a position, more unfair to the client,
and unfair Io the public sentiment of
the country to allow it to, be said any-
where that a man possessing such
power should go before a Court in
order to plead, and Who would be
opposed by counsel who could not
command the same influence. The
administration of justice, under the
British Constitution, had been granted,
not only as to the actual results, but
against the suspicion of wrong, and in
no case had ho found that a Cabinet
Minister had gone into a British Court
of Justice to plead a person's case.
The hon. member for South Bruce said
his opinion was ho could properly do
it. Perhaps he could. But he (Mr.
Palmer) held that it ough t to ho a
principle in the Government of this
country to prevent such a thing being
jone. His hon. friend said the reason

why he had quitted doing so was not
1ai account of public opinion. He said
the outcry made, by what ho called
the Tory Press, had no earthly influ-
enceonhim. It night be so; it might
be that the Tory Press, as ho called it,did not really interpret the sentiment
of this country; but it was passing
strange, if that was so, that, although
he was not influenced by it,his own opinion and actions should
have gone with it. If it was
not the Tory Press, or, rather, the
puble sentiment which it expressed at
the time that influenced bis hon.friend, it must bave been his own
sense of what was right. Whichever
Way he put it, the result was the same.
the fact remained that ho, himself,eitber voluntarily came to that view, or

Was obliged to adopt it, and the Press
care very littie whether the re-suit Was brought about by its influence

or not. He did not pro pose to discuss
this matter further. He would not
have trou bled the House at this length,
did he not see in the principle which
underlined this Bil, one the most
vicious to the administration of jus-
tice in this country, one fraught with
more evil than any single measure in-
troduced in this House since Confed-
eration, one that could not be justified
on any principle whatever. He pro-
sumed his hon. friend had brought it
forward, honestly, to do the work of
the country. Ali that he could say,
was that a move was made in a wrong
direction. The means pointed out by
the right hon. member for Kingston,
to have a Solicitor-General,be confessed,
did not approve itself to his mind,
because ho did not see why the Attor-
ney-General or the Minister of Justice
should have any offices in this country
except those in the Department at
Ottawa. Whatever number of assis-
tants might be required in this De-
partment to do the work, should be
procured. He believed, nay, he know,
that that would be done more
cheaply by not asking a man to go be-
fore a eonstituency to obtain the posi-
tion of Cabinet Minister, to take the
responsibilities of an office which must
iecessarily take away the greater part
of his time from this work required.
Instead, they sbould simply enploy a
man who, from his education, and
habits, and ability, was fitted for the
work. The country would not be-
grudge the number of men the public
service required For these reasons
he opposed this Bill. He was opposed
to dividing the responsibility. He
was opposed to allowing more than
one head to eaeh Departinent. If the
Government could divide any Depart-
ment of the public service, lie thought
the Departinent of the Minister of
Public Works might be more readily
divided than any other one. He could
quite understand why the system of
railways in this country might pos-
sibly become a Department itself.
But a Minister of the Crown, a Cabi-
net Minister, going around practising
in the Courts all over the Dominion
as an ordinary lawyer, would degrade
the office, and not serve the publie
service or ho approved by the peo-
ple.
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MR. MASSON said he did not
intend to oppose this Bill on account
of the number of Ministers retained in
the Government. When he sat on the
opposite side ofthe House, he did not
disapprove bis hon. friends when they
had thirteen Ministers, and be did not
feel himself justified in disapproving
in his adversaries what he was not
ready to disapprove in his friends. He
remembered, ut the time, that explana-
tions had been given on the subject
by the right hon. member for Kingston
and by the late lamented Sir George E.
Cartier, who explained that the number
of Ministers would not have required to
be so large if there had not been
federal union as at present. If the
Government had thought proper to
dispense with the services of one of
their Ministers, they, at least, would
be abiding by the principles they had
maintained in contradiction to those
defended by Sir George E. Cartier.
They, at that time, had said that
thirteen Ministers were too many. He
remembered they had gone over the
whole world to show there were too
many. They began with the United
States, saying there they had only
seven Ministers for forty millions, and
that it was absurd for a small country
like this to have thirteen. They tra-
velled over to France, and pointed out
that she had only nine Ministers to
control the different interests of that
great mother country of a part of our
population. The bon. member for
South Bruce, when defending the
position of bis friends, had tried to
turn the table against the Opposition
by saying that at the time the
Liberals were complaining of the num-
ber of Ministers, there were only four
Provinces in the Union, but that,
since then, the North-West, Mani-
toba and British Columbia had been
annexed. If bis memory did not
fail him, long after the annexation
of the North-West, the establishment
of Manitoba, and the annexation of
British Columbia, the Liberal party
went through the whole country, and
on every hustings, and every stump,
saying that even then the number of
Ministers was more than would meet
the requirements of this country.
He appealed to bis hon. friends from
Lower Canada, on the other side of the

l. PALMER.

House, whether that was not their
idea; whether they did not fight the
Ministry, saying thirteen were too
many, not only in 1869, but even in
1872. He had the proof in his hands.
le would not do as the hon. the Min.
ister of Revenue had done to him. HRe
would read from the programme of the
Parti National, offered in 1873. after
the annexation of the North-West, the
establishment of Manitoba, and the an-
nexation of British Columbia, the
opinion of the party in Quebec on this
very subject-the number of Ministers.
The changes they were to make in the
Dominion legislation were, they said.
lst, the election of Senators; 2nd, the
reduction of the number of Ministers.
Now, the hon. member for South Bruce
could, at this day, say that the reason
why the Liberal party could be allowed
to change their opinion and go back on
their protestations of the past, and say
that thirteen Ministers were not too
many, was that the Dominion had in-
creased. He believed the main purpose
of the Bill, and that to which he most
objected, was to reduce the work of the
Minister of Justice and enable him to
practice in Courts of law. Hon. gen-
tlemen might say what they chose, bat
it was too late to repudiate that inten-
tion, because hon. members had re-
cently rnging in their ears the eloquent
speech made, a few days ago, by the
hon. member for South Bruce (Mr.
Blake) who distinctly stated that his
hands were now free, and he could
give advice to the Government, be.
cause anything done by him, at the
present time, would not be considered
as done from selfish motives, and that
the Government should so arrange its
affairs that the Minister of Justice
should be allowed to practice in the
Law Courts. lie (Mr. Masson) wa-s
fully justified in saying that this bill
was distinctly introduced so as to re-
duce the work of the Minister of Jus-
tice and enable him thus to practice,
as they would see very soon. He
objected in principle to this mode of
dealing. He most seriou.sly and ear-
nestly objected to the Minister of
Justice practising in Law Courts, to
his going through the country and
pleading before Judges, who we
dependent upon him for their promo-
tion or for any advantages that Migbt
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accrue to them; and he believed that
the people would see with distrust such
action allowed. It was well known
that the confidence reposed in the
Bench was unfortunately, and, perhaps
undeservingly, being tremendously
shaken' in this country. He was
sorry to make that statement, and, if
it were not against the rules of the
Hlouse, he would state one of the rea-
sons. It was because Parliament had
enacted-and he voted for the measure
himself-to bring all election questions
before the judicial tribunals. While
he had supported and voted for that
measure, nevertheless, he now saw
with regret that, rightly or wrongly,
the people were bcginning to distrust
our Courts of justice. He would go
further and say there was a feeling in
the country at the present time-he
knew it existed and the opinion had
been expressed to him-that it would
be for the benefit of the Courts if we
reverted to the old system of having
elections tried by the High Court of
Parliament. He might be wrong, and
he iad been one of the exponents of
the views of hon, gentlemen opposite,
in regard to the trial of election peti-
tions by Judges, and he had voted
against some of his friends an that
question.

MR. IIUNTINGTON said ho was so
involuntarily startled by the extraordi-
Lary utterance of tbe hon. member
for Terrebonne that he cried, " Shame."
le was stili more distressed to find
that the utterances of the hon. gentle-
man were echoed loudly by the leading
members of the opposite 2ide of the
louse; and he would say that if there

was a country which bad a Parliament
that would recognize and approve the
kind of assault the hon. member had
made on the Courts, then the Courts
could not have much to do with the
corruption of that country because
Parliament would be so far gone that
very little could be hoped from its re-presentative institutions. What hadthe bon. gentleman done? He had
stated that the system of election trials
was calculated to destroy the confi-dence of the people in the Courts.
What had he done more ? H1e had
given instances of cases pending, in
regard to which he stated-although

ho expressed some dissent, yet was he
evideutly in symppthy with the feel-
ing-that the people were afraid justice
would not be done. If the hon. mem-
ber had found cases of a nature so
glaring and abuses so great that it be-
came necessary for him to pursue this
extraordinary course of attacking the
highest Court, there might have been
some justification for him. But the
hon. member was attacking a Court
still in its infancy-a Court which
was amenable to nothing but the sus-
picions of partizans like the hon. gen-
tleman, and none but partizans would
utter such sentiments as bad been ut-
tered by the hon. gentleman. If there
was not a feeling of patriotism wide
enough and broad enough to shield the
Judges from the low suspicions which
sometimes appertained to those scav-
engers who carried political feelings to
an extreme-if there was not the sen-
timent which hitherto protected the
Courts, that they must not be attacked
and degraded-then the liberties of the
people were about to be lost, and
lost through the attacks of the
hon. gentleman and those whom he
represented by degrading the Parlia-
ment which ought to sustain them.
The hon. gentleman had spoken of the
confidence in the judiciary being weak-
ened because of partizan decisions. H1e
did not take cases of both political
parties, but only that of the hon. Min-
ister of Justice. There had been con-
troverted election cases on both sides
of the House, but the hon. member
could only find an illustration in one
affecting a political trial and an op-
ponent.

MR. MASSON: Then I am right.

MR. HJNTINGTON: If the hon.
gentleman is right, he blunders into
tho right. The hon. member spoke as
a partizan, as a man who was willing
to sacrifice the independence of the
judiciary for a momencary triumph
over a politi cal opponent in the pending
electionby creating the impression that
cases were adjudicated in such a man-
ner as to favour one political party or
the other. Instead of being an advan-
tage to him, in having taken that
view, it ought to be a disgrace to him.
He would have been glad to have un-
derstood that an hon. gentleman
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occupying the position of the right
hon. member for Kingston, did not
sympathize with those views, but it
appeared that the hon. member for
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) spoke for his
party.

Mi. MASSON: I spoke for my-
self.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said the hon.
gentleman had spoken under the
cheers and encouragement of the right
hon. member for Kingston, and those
who sat near him, when he said that
the judi ciary of the country was being
false to itself and was being degraded
before the people.

MR. MASSON: I never said it.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said he was
glad that the hon. member did not
make this statement, although Le un-
derstood him to have spoken in that
sense. He was glad it had al! been
taken back, and there had been wiped
from the records of Parliament one of
the most disgraceful attacks made
upon the judiciary that had ever dis-
graced the country. The hon. mem-
ber for Terrebonne had alluded to the
old system of trying controverted
elections where no wrong was done,
where, at least, the wrong was a pri-
vate and not a public wrong. Under
the old systen of Parliamentary Elec-
tion Committees, controlled by a ma-
jority of either political party, no
favour was extended to the man
whose partizans dîd not number a
majority of the Committee. The hon.
member for Terrebonne had referred to
that system as one which he regretted
having abandoned, in consequence of
the position that public opinion was
assuming towards those Courts-to
that system which was out of vogue,
which •left decisions in the harids
of a partizan majority, and which
had been declared in England,
as well as in this country, entirely im-
proper and unfair. He (Mr. H1unting-
ton) doubted if the people wero so
false to their traditions and to the
spirit of the British Constitution as, on
the mere suspicion that Judges had
improperly decided cases, to desire to
take the power into their own hands;
but Le admitted that if the hon. mem-
ber for Terrebonne fairly represented

Ma. HUNT1NqToN.

the public feeling on that question,
they might well return to the old sys-
tem. He rose only to enter his hum-
ble protest against the declaration
made by one of the members of the
Opposition, that the Courts were mak-
ing themselves political partizans.

Ma. MASSON: I did not say any.
thing of the kind.

MR. IIUNTINGTON: If the hon.
gentleman did not say it he inferred
it, and he is generally not afraid to say
what he means.

MR. MASSON: I said it was unfor-
tunate that the current of opinion in
Canada at the present moment was
taking away from the Courts that con-
fidence which they should possess. I
stated the fact as it exists, and I chal-
lenge any one to say it does not exist.

Several HON. MEMBERS: No.
Ma. HUNTINGTON said that no

such feling existed. ie had no doubt,
however, that in some counties, where
strong partizan feelings ran high, and
where there were trials of controverted
elections going on, there might be
some illiterate men who would say
that the Judges dealt unfairly; but to
say that we were so far gone in this
country as to entertain opinions calcu-
lated to impair the confidence of the
people in the Bench, was a monstrously
absurd statement, and the hon. mem-
ber should feel ashamed to make it.
He was glad to observe that the hon.
gentleman, after ail, was niot willing to
come to the conclusion to which his
statements tended, and that he took
the benefit of having stated that there
was a feeling abroad.

Ma. MASSON: I always said it.
Ma. HUNTINGTON said the hon.

gentleman st'ted that the feeling was
strong, and that his own feeling was
such that Le (Mr. Masson) felt that he
had done wrong in voting for the
measure.

Ma. MASSON: Yes.
Ma. HUNTINGTON: And, there-

fore, the hon. gentleman endorsed that
view. What the hon. gentleman had
done was to make a deliberate attack
on a Court, and the highest Court il

this ]and, with regard to a special case
now bofore it; an attack which, he
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nelieved, would do the hon. gentleman
no good, and which, he would repeat,
ought not to have been made, and ought
not to have been cheered in this fouse.

Mr. BABY said he was really aston-
ished to hear the hon. nember for
Shefford speak in such a strain, and
place in the mouth of the
hon. member for Terrebonne words
which that hon. gentleman had
not uttered. This hon. gentleman had
never said that he, in the least degree,
thought there was something real in
the rumour mentioned as correct. The
hon. gentleman only said an impression
existed in the publie mind to the effect
that our Courts of law were not the
Courts before which election cases
should be tried, and this was all. The
hon, gentleman had only placed before
the Hlouse the simple fact that such a
current rumour existed, and at the
same time added that, whether right or
wrong, it did exist; but he never made
the accusation which the hon. member
for Shefford alleged. The hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Hluntington) now appeared
to be particular about the honour of
the Bench; but he (Mr. Baby) remem-
bered that, not many years ago, when
the hon. gentleman sat on the Oppo-
sition side of the House, an onslaught
was made on the whole judiciary of
Lower Canada.

MR. MASSON: I had to defend it
myself.

MR. HUNTINGTON: It has degen-
erated since then.

MR. BABY said he had then heard
things said which, he regretted to say,were untrue; and, if ever he had re-
gretted not having risen in his place
and spoken, it was in connection with
that particular occasion. What did
the hon. gentleman thon state ? He
said things which ought not to be
uttered, and things which were shame-
fui, to employ the expression of thehon. mem ber, who, on that day, allegedthat the Lower Canadian judiciary
was corrupt and decayed, and a dis-
honour to the country and Province.Such was the onslaught then made by
the hon. getleman.

whMR HIUNTINGTON: I know to"at debate the hon. gentleman re-fers, and I do not think that the word

"corruption " was used. No charge
of corruption was made against the
judiciary.

MR. BABY said that reference was
at the time made to the different
Judges on the Bench, though without
naming them; and, for the most part,
these Judges who were represented as
being old, decayed and corrupt, were
appointed by hon. gentlemen opposite,
when on the Treasury benches in 1863.
The bon. gentleman was perfectly sat-
isfied that the Bench was not what it
was then represented to be. It was
really surprising that such zeal should
now exist in the bosom of the hon.
gentleman with regard to the defence of
the judiciary. He was glad to see that
the party had made a happy de-
parture in this direction. As the hon.
member for Terrebonne had stated,
there did exist such a current. Ie
really would not say whether it
was right or wrong; he would only
say that such a public sentiment ex-
isted, and, very frequently it was
remarked that, if such a Judge sat, an
election would be upset or upheld.

Ma. MASSON: I have heard that
from Liberals as well as from Con-
servatives.

MR. LAFLAMME said that he
would not answer points that had
already been answered by hon. gen-
tlemen sitting on that side of the House.
As far as the current of public opin-
ion, of which the hon. member for
Terrebonne had spoken, was eon-
cerned, lie would say nothing save
this: If the hon. gentleman would only
look at the inception, origin and birth
of it, he would find that it had been in-
spired by members of the Opposition-
inspired and communicated to their
organs, and that it was always easy to
find such a current so established.

Ma. MASSON: Then it exists?
MR. LAFLAMME said it existed

amongst the hon. gentlemen opposite
and their friends, who, by such a pro-
ceeding, could bring the Courts of jus-
tice in this country into disrepute.

MR. MASSON: Judge Wilson.

MR. LAFLAIMME said that lic would
discard this question, for, as ho was
somew hat interested in it, he should
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probably have occasion, at a future
time, to allude to it. Hie mere-
ly wished to answer the hon.
member on one or two points which
he had raised with respect to this Bill,
as if it introduced some new principle.
The hon. gentleman pretended that by
it the Minister of Justice would have
the liberty to practise in the Courts.
Assuredly there was no provision in
the Bilt establishing such a principle.
The hon. gentleman would recollect
that it merely extended the
provisions of a Bill which had
been passed by his friend, creating
the Department of Justice, and giving
to it some additional aid and assist-
ance. The hon. member for St. John
pretended that they were giving two
heads to one Department, forgetting
entirely the fact that in England, and
in all constitutional Governments. the
Law Department of the Crown was
superintended and administered by
Attorneys and Solicitors Gereral;
and, certainly, there was no intention
to take away from the Minister of Jus-
tice a legitimate portion of the work
which devolved upon the Department.
No such provision was made in the
Bill. Aid was merely given to the
Minister of Justice on account of the
immense amount of work which had
lately accrued, and which devolved
upon the Department. The right hon.
member for Kingston mightspeakof
the time when he could administer
with perfect ease this Department, but
it had been proven that the work of
the Department had since increased
more than three-fold, it had increased
four-fold, and, certainly, if the hon.
gentleman was then competent to do
one-fourth of the present amount of
work, there was nothing unjust or ir-
rational in demanding that, as the
work had increased four-fold, some
better system should be devised, in
order to meet the exigencies of the
situation. No one would pretend to
say that the late Minister of Justice
-was not capable to fulfil the labour
which had devolved upon the Depart-
ment. The hon. gentleman admitted
.and declared that it was impossible for
him or any man to perform the duties
which were incumbent on this office.
He (Mr. Laflamme) did not pretend,
-and he did not believe there was any

MR. LAFLAMME.

man on the other side of the House
who would pretend, to be able to dis.
charge these duties better than the
late Minister of Justice. He (Mr.
Laflamme) was not so able, and he
did not pretend that this was the case.
He would declare that he could not or
did not do the work as well as the hon.
gentleman, or as much work as the
hon. gentleman had performed. Who-
ever fulfilled these duties would find it
to be impossible for any man to do
justice to the Department without
having some additional assistance.
Hon. members could not forget that
the responsibility for the entire legis.
lation of the country fell upon this
Department, as well as the administra-
tion and responsibility of the legal
acts of every Department. The right
hon. member for Kiingston had alleged
as an excuse, that the new Ministers
were fresh and without experience,
and that, consequently, more work fell
on the Department of Justice than
would otherwise have been the
case. The hon. gentleman for-
got that the deputy heads of
the Departments, who wore naturally
their advising officers, had not been
changed; and these were men accus-
tomed to the work, and who, notwith.
standing the experience of the former
Ministers, were those who had advised
them, and upon whom those Ministers
had relied for the good administration
of their Departments. ilence, the new
Ministers had these same advantages;
and it was not owing to the incominlg
of a new Ad ministration that additional
work had been thrown upon the Depart.
ment of Justice. He was satisfied that,
as far as the reason alleged by the
right hon. member for Kingston-who
admitted that it would be necessary tO
appoint a Solicitor-General--was con-
cerned, it was without foundatin.
The hon. member for South Bruce had
clearly shown what would be the ad-
vantage as regarded the responsibilitY
for advice given to the Administration,
if such an officer received the paltry
remuneration of $3,000 a- year. This
officer would then be compelled to seek
for emoluments outside of his office
and to practise in the Courts. .What
advantage would thereby be gained?
What additional assistance would be
given with regard to the division of
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responsibility, or the value of the
advice or information given to the
Departments and the Administration
with respect to its legislation ? Surely
none; and if in this country any
necessity existed for the abolition of
the office of Receiver-General, ten times
the necessity existed as to obtaining an
additional Minister in order to dispose
of the work which fell upon the legal
Department.

Ma. BLANCIIET: Why put him
in the Cabinet?

Ma. LAFLAMME: Because it was
indispensable that this officer should
be in the Cabinet, because of
the amount of legislation which had
to be examined, and of the degree of
responsibility incurred in regard to
advice given to the different Depart-
ments, and because of the variety of
our laws, as the hon. member for South
Bruce had established. There were
laws in almost one-half of the Domin-
ion which were not and could not be
familiar to the members of the Bar of
other Provinces. The responsibility
of a Minister of Justice who had no
experience save that derived from
practice in the Courts of Ontario or
any other Province, was too great;
and such a Minister could not, with
any satisfaction to hinself, or in jus-
tice towards those who applied to him
from the Province of Quebec, give a
safe and sound opinion without relying
upon the assistance of a clerk or some
ene in his office. This was utterly
impossible; and when they considered
the fact that they had two such di ffer-
ent systems of law, with such
immense duties and responsibilities
attached, it was evident that, under
such circumstances, particularly since
the fact was disclosed that the increase
of business went on in so great a pro-
gressive proportion, it was their duty
to provide for the more efficient admin-
istration of this Department, and that
this had become an absolute necessity.
The hon. member for Terrebonne had
alluded to the Parti ]NTational having
declared that ut that time thirteen
Ministers were too manxy. He would
1ot follow the hon. gentleman in thisrelation. le (Mr. Laflamme) was not
h melmber of the Parti National at

1he time. This might have Leen

their opinion at the time; but the
question now before the House was not
whether thirteen Ministers were too
many or too few, but whether the
Department of Justice required to be
remodelled, and whether some more
efficient assistance should not be de-
vised, in order to satisfy the wants of
the country and legislation. The hon.
members for St. John and Kingston
had referred to the fact that this Bill
somewhat divided the responsibility
and gave two heads to one Depart-
ment, and only one deputy for the two
heads of the Department. As far as
the division of responsibility was con-
cerned, the work was to be assigned,
according to the provisions of the Bill,
by an Order in Couneil, and hence
there could be no possible interference
or clashing whatever between the two
heads of the Department. It was not
the case with lawyers or with doctors.
They generally agreed; and it was an
immense advantage, as every member
of the Bar knew, to have the assistance
of counsel, and lawyers and their coun-
sel generally came to an uniform deci-
sion after consultation. Such;would be
the result ia this case, and it would be
beneficial, because there was no mem-
ber of the legal profession, as far as
his experience went-and he was sure
that in this he would be supported by
hon. gentlemen on the other side of the
louse-who was not prepared and
willing to have the assistance of coun-
sel, especially in regard to any matter
of great importance; and this wouid be
the object of this measure. Each
Department could be well defined,
and there was nothing that could give
rise to any suspicion of antagonism or
clashing between the two officers who
would be called upon to administer this
Departnent; and he was perfectly
satisfied that the resu[t of this measure
would be iost beneficial in connection
with the administration of public
affairs.

Bill read the second time.
House resolved itself into Committee

on said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

,MR. MITCHELL said. before the
clause was passed be wibhed to reite-
rate what he stated before. He looked
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upon this attempt of the Government
to pass this clanse as an anomalous
ot, because, while they admitted that
there was already one Departnient too
many in existence, they songht that
another Department might be estab-
lished. They certainly had not con-
vinced him that it was necessary to
have an additional branch in the Min-
ister of Justice's Department. The
principle of the Bill had, of cour. e,

een sustained by the House, but he
objected to the first clause being adopt-
ed, because though he admitted that
the office of Receiver-General might
not be necessary, he did not see that
an additional officer was required in
the Department of Justice on account
of increased business. Ten years ago
when the affairs of this Dominion
came under a new administration it
might have been necessary to create
new officers, but he saw no reason why
the present Government, which wrs
most economical, which saved money
and conserved our institutions. should
think it needful to ask the House to
create a new office. Such a request
was not in keeping with their profes-
sions when they came into this
House. He thought there was
too much patronage in the hands
of legal gentlemen in the House;
they assumed too mach. The hon.
member for South Btuce assumed a
power and patronage in connection
with the legislation of this country
which was quite out of keeping with
what was due to the people generally.
In a matter of this kind, one of two
things must be considered. ln the
first place, they had to consider whether
it was necessary to abolish the office of
Receiver-General. As be had said, he
would not like his hon. friend from
Shelbourne to be turned out of office,
for he looked upon him as one of the
most respectable members of the
House, a gentleman who had always
conducted the affairs of his Department
in a most able and courteous manner.
That hon. gentleman, it was true, was
not bowled out of office as his late cob
league the member for Victoria (Mr.
Ross) had been ; still, it was attempted
to legislate him out of power, be-
cause the Government wanted to put
somebody else in his place. They wished
to make room for some legal gentleman

]R. MITCHELL.

to help them to carry on the business
of the Administration. The bon. the
First Minister said it was desirable
that they should have some legal gen-
tleman who should divide the duties of
the Minister of Justice, but he (Mr.
Mitchell) did not see that it was neces-
sary. When his iright hon. friend the
member for Kingston perfbrmed the
functions of First Minister-which he
dd for seven years-he did not think
the duties of that office so great as to
necessitate the appointment of an assis-
tant. The hon. member for South
Bruce did not think it necessary, when
in office, to obtain the services of an
assistant; he performed the duties of
his office very well, until be got sick
of them. The present Chief Justice of
Quebec did not find it necessary to ask
the House to give him an assistant to
divide the labour of him Department.
The present Judge Fournier did not
think it necessary, while Minister of
Justiue, to make such a request. It
was reserved for his bon. friend from
Jacques Cartier to come down to the
bouse on the eve of a dissolution, and
ask Parliament to create a new office.
And for what purpose ? Because, for-
sooth, bis labours as Ministerof Justice
were too great. His hon. friend, if
be und crstood bim correctly, had stated
that, during the late Administration,
there bad been 1,600 references in
the Department of Justiee, while
there were now more than 6,000.
Now, what was the inference to bu
drawn from that ? Only that the
affairs of the country were not beingr
properly conducted, because the work
of that particular Departnient was
allowed to accumulato. Instead of the
references being attended to day by
day they were allowed to stand over
until there becamea great fyle of com-
munications to be answered. Yet
these were the gentlemen who, seven
years ago, when the Government of
the day, now in Opposition, proposed
that there should be thirteen Depart-
ments, said that seven were quite
sufficient. While he did not object tO
the abolition of the office which it was
proposed to dispense with, be could
not see any reason why that should
be done merely to create another.
It seemed to him that the object of the
Bill was to obtain for the Governilent
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assistanlce wherewith they might carry
the next election. That was what the
hon. gentleman, who propo-ed the
measure, desircd, and if be (Mr.
Mfitchell) had to stand alone in this
matter, ie would ask the House to
divide and endeavour to prevent the

people f'rom being saddled with the ex-
pense which would be caused by the
appointnient of an At torney-General.
If this appointment was sanctioned,
and the present Government, to the
misi .rtune of the country, was re-
turned, thev would add a fourteenth
office, then a fifteenth and so on. They
claimed to be the economical party;
he maintained that they were the
*xtravagant party. They had de-
veloped more extravagance, more
recklessness and more want of consid-
eration for the interests of the people
than any other Government lie had
ever known, and the sooner this coun-
try understood that fact the better.
He would therefore ask the Committee
to divide and refuse to pass the first
section of the Bill. He would ask them
whether it was necessary to have an
additional member in the House. le
said boldly that there were too many
legal gentlemen in the Government of
the country. What they wanted were
business men, fariners, mechanics, mer-
chants and those connected with the
interests of navigation. The whole
aim and object of lawyers was to
legislate for the purpose of creating
tht means of bringing bills of costs on
this country. Who brought in the
Insolvent Law? The lawyers, with one
or two others. le trusted, therefore,
that this legal monopoly would be
broken down, and that business men
would be able to take a fair share in
the work of the Administration.

-R. MASSON said he was taken ,o
task a few minutes ago by the hon.
thePostmaster General, who in a flurry
Of high-toned morality,found fault with
a few remarks which he (Mr. Masson)
had made as being disparaging to the
Hlouse and himself. Throughout his
career be had always endeavoured, as a
publie man, to discuss public mattersn such a way as not to bring down
upon himself a taunt such as that
Which lie received that evening. Ifhe hai been guilty of any otfence

in making use of the observations
which he submitted, he would ask how
guilty was Mr. Dorion, now Chief
Justice of the Province of Quebec, in
his dealing with the Bar and Bench of
Lower Canada ? Ile would read the
remarks made by that gentleman, and
leave it to the House to judge whether
lie should have been entrusted with the
highest judicial position in Canada or
not. The extract which ho propo.ed to
read was containei in the Ottawa
Times report for 1868.

MR. MACKENZIE: I would be in-
clined to contest its acedracy.

MR. MASSON : I beard it myself.
It is as follows:-

"lHon. Mr. DoRioN Paid of the twenty-
three Judges of the Provincessix were totally
unfit for office from age or infirmity,while one
was grossly unfitted from his immoral con-
duct and a scandal to the bench, and others
from their ignorance of law. The hon. Min-
ister of Justice would, on enquiry, easily
ascertain that of the twenty-three, thirteen
were from one or other of these causes mani-
festly incompetent, and would have no dif-
ficulty in learning their naines. He was of
the opinion that the Bar of Lower Canada
was not sufficient to supply the necessary
number of first-rate men for the position, but
thouight that the best selections had been
made. The position of Queen's Counsel led
n iturally to the Bench, and one of these had
entered the protession by fraud and false re-
prese tation ; another had been a low
swindler and scoundrel and compelled, in
cunsequence, to submit to voluutary ex-
patriation. Others had never lad any
practice at all, and any of these they might
see by-and-by sitting as Judge. The degrad-
ation of judicial administration in Quebec
had reached an extent altogether unparallel-
ed, but lie hoped that the Minister of Justice
would, for the honour of his own profession,
take care that no future appointments were
made except of gentlemen coupetent for the
position."

Ma. L AFLAMME : What is said
as to the appointment of Queen's
Counsel is perfoctly true.

MR. MASSON: And the Judges?
Ma. LAFLAM24E: I did not hear

that part.
Ma. MASSON: Well, I hope, at all

events, after what I have read, that
you will reward me as Mr. Dorion
was rewarded.

First and second clause agreed to.

MR. MITCHELL mqved that clause
3 be struck out of the Bill. He said his
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reason for bringing the motion forward
was that there were Departments
enough in this country; the country
was over-legislated; we were having too
much legisla*n. The experience of this
Session alone showed that no practical
business could be brought before the
country; the time had been taken up
for six weeks. The philosophical ideas
of the Minister of the Interior and the
Minister of Justice flooded the House
with measures, and then the Opposition
were charged with delaying the busi-
ness of the country. The Opposition
had endeavou-re-d to resist, as was their
duty, improper legislation and legisla-
tion that was fnot called for; and in
this ver y case they were asked to assent
to a measure that would create
a new position and impose upon
this country about $15,000 a year,
or it mi(rht be nearer $25,000
before they had done with it.
The hon. member for South Bruce
(Mr- Blake), in one of his picnic
speeches, drew comparisons between
the expenditure of the late Government
and the present one ; these comparisons
would be made in another shape at a
very early date. The bon. mer ber
told this House, five years ago, that
seven members of the Government
were quite enough; but now, being in
power, he thought differently. He
(Mr. Mitchell) put it to the Flouse
whether they would submit to burden-
ing the country with an annual charge
of $15,000 or $20,000, for which no
reason was shown.

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. McDougall,
East Elgin): The resolution simply
asks to strike out this clause, which is
not yet in the Bill, because the Bill is
not passed. The question is whether
the clause shall be adopted.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought there was no necessity for
this motion; the clause could be nega-
tived by direct vote, but he did not
think there was any irregularity in
moving it; he thought either would be
reguhtir, but that the direct vote would
be the best. However, so far as this
Committee was concerned, they had
abolished the Receiver-General, and
might say: " Off with his head;
so much for. Buckingham." The
Treasury was, therefore, so much

Ma. MITCHELL.

the richer, or would be the first quarter.
after this Bill became law; there was a
retrenchment at last by the Govern-
ment. When they came to the 3rd
clause they found it was to create a
new officer, and the Government found
it necessary to say : " This is no in.
creased expense, because we have
abolished one office and got another in
its stead." If that was the hon. gentie.
man's notion of expenditure, it was
not his (Sir John A. Macdonald's). It
was so much saved by the abolish-
ment of a useless office, which the
Government proposed to expend in
creating a new office. To his view,
there was not much retrenchment,
They had to consider whether it was
necessary to create a new office; if
not, it was no more retrenchment than
if the useless office of Receiver-General
had never been abolished at all. Not-
withstanding the strong opinions of
the hon. member for South Bruce (Mr.
Blake) and the Minister of Justice, he
believed there was no necessity for
a division of the office of Minister of
Justice, or for adding another large
saary to the expenses of the country.
He thought it was a great political
mistake on the part of the G-overnment
to endeavour to create this new office,
at a time wben they were about going
to the country, unless there was some
imminent necessity for the new ap-
pointment. He did not believe there
was any such necessity. He gave the
reasons for this opinion some little
time ago. and he could only reilerate
them. He believed the Minister of
Justice could perform both duties
thoroughly and well, without any ad-
ditionai assistance or addition to the
salary. He thought that if the heads
of Departments paid more attention tO
their duties, there would not be such
an enormous amount of references,
which showed a want of confidence in
the heads of Departments. The hon.
gentleman said that, although political
heads were inexperienced, the deputy-
heads were not so; but no man, no per-
manent officer could supply the walt
of knowledge on the part of the pol-
tical head ; he atone was responsible to
the country and to Parliament. Hle mu'st
be informed, and should study for hin]
self the subjects that came within hI
departmental scope. It was false ii
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theory and reprehensible in practice,
that the political heads were to throw
themselves on the deputy heads and
make thern the measure of their con-
sciences, their judgment and their
responsibility. It was quite evident
from the immense number of refer-
ences that additional burthens were
being thrown upon the Department of
Justice unnecessarily, but he had heard
no complaint during the present or the
last Session the work of the Minister of
Justice had been in arrear. His hon.
friend çMr. Laflamme) was satisfied
that ho had done all the work of the De-
partment, and out of eighty or ninety
notices of motion in every Department
with reference to some neglect or
another, there was not one motion
with respect to any delay or any in-
justice in the Minister of Justice's De-
partment. H1e had been able to do all
the work, and had gained credit for
his infinite capacity, political and pro-
fessional ; and at the same time, while
ho had so satisfactorily discharged
those duties, he had found time to
carri out a political arrangement for
his own Province of Lower Canada.
And yet there he sat comfortably, ex-
hibiting no symptoms of over-work,
physically or mentally, at the end of
the last Session of Parliament, and it
miht be-though he (Sir John A.
Macdonald) hoped not, for the sake of
the country-it might be the last Ses-
sion that the hon. gentleman would sit
as Minister of Justice, and yet he
asked for another gentleman to be ap-
pointed in his Department. He was,
perhaps, anxious that his successor,
w-ho might not be so capable as him-
self, should have some assistance.
Perhaps his successor would be a Con-
servative, and thon, of course, he would
not be SO capable. The hon. gentle-
man did not ask for this assistance
last year, and his predecessor, the hon.
nIember for South Bruce (Mr. Blake),did not ask for it, but the coming man
might not have such professional judg-
ment as they had, and, therefore, hemust have assistance. He had beenasked if ho did not know that thereWas a strong move in England to have<a Minister of Justice. There had been astrong opinion expressed in that coun-
trY in favour of having a Minister ofJustice, especially appointed to per-

form the political duties of the office,
to be also a Minister of the Cabinet.
It had never corne to any practical
solution, never been adopted by the
leaders of either party, I r. Gladstone
or Lord Beaconsfield, or by anybody
likely to have practical influence on
the future of England ; but even those
men who advocated the establishment
of a Minister of Justice, did so because
they felt there was un anomaly in the
English system that ought to be donc
away with. This anomaly had grown
up, like many anomalies in England,
because of the usages of antiquity.
The Lord Chancellor was not auch of
a Judge in days gone by, ho had very
limited authority ; but by slow degrees
this anomaly liad arisen that the Chief
Judge of England should be a political
officer and preside in the House of
Lords as a member of the Ad-
ministration. The reason why it was
argued and pressed upon publie
'consideration that a Minister of Justice
should be established was, that the
Lord Chancellor should be relieved
from his political duties as much as
possible, and relegated to preside over
the Courts of Chancery in the first
place, and the House of Lords and the
High Court of Appeal, and other high
Courts that might be established. He
did not mean that they would go so far
as to say that the Lord Chancellor
should be no longer a member of the
Cabinet; they did things by slow
degress in England ; but that he should
be relegated to matters connected with
the Courts, and that the Minister of
Justice should take his place in all
political matters. As regarded the
Bishops in the House of Lords:
although they had the same rights as
other Peers, it was understood that
the> were not to exorcise their power
to vote for any criminal law or any
political party question. That was so
well understood that the Bishops did
not do so, and in the same way the
Lord Chancellor, after the appointment
of Minister of Justice, would revert to
being the Chief Judge in Equity. The
present state of things was an anom-
aly, which was only held up by, the
sanctity of antiquity. When Lord
Ellenborough was put in that position
by the Whigs, he himself stated that
it was an anomaly, that it was the
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greatest mistake of his life his accept-
ance of the position, and the Whigs
admitted that it was agreat mistake to
put the Chief Judge of England into
the Cabinet. So he (Sir John A. Mac-
dona'd) contended that there should
be one legal head like the Chancellor
of England. It was better that we in
Canada had not suh an anomaly as a
Judge in the Cabinet. They bad oné
Minister of the Cabinet responsible to
the Crown, responsible to the people,
and everybody knew whence that re-
sponsibility came; and it had this
great advantage: thatthe Government
of the day had to see that the Minister
of Justice, who was solely responsible,
should be a competent person. It had
been said that in Lower Canada the
legal institutions were different from
the rest of the Dominion, and that
there should be one man in the Cabinet
who was thoroughly conversant with
those laws. They bad already a Deputy
Minister of Justice, who, of course, un-
derstood fully questions coming from
all the Provinces, except that of
Quebec, and he (Sir John A. Macdon-
ald) had no objection to the appoint-
ment of a Deputy Minister in that
Department, specially charged with
Lower Canada business. It had been
said that it was an insult to the
Bench to suppose they would be actu-
ated by any feeling of self-interest in
any case that came before them; but
that it was doubtful whether the Bench
would not suffer in the public confi-
dence by being members of the Gov-
ernment. His hon. friend said so, and
le had been told that he was insulting
the Bench ; that he was declaring a
want of confidence in the Bench, and
the finger of scorn was actually pointed
against him by the hon. the Post-
master-General. Fancy the hon. the
Postmaster-General holding up the
linger of scorn against the hon.
member for Terrebonne for having
made that statement. Why, the hon.
gentleman hadl heard what Mr. Dorion
had said in this House, and what he
(Sir John A. Macdonald) had replied
to him in days of old. He got up in
his place and made his charges against
the-Ben ch, and it was his duty to make
those charges if ho believed they were
founded on fact. They would be
wanting in their duty; they would not

Sm JOHN A. MACDONALD.

be freemen, if, through any imaginarv
respect to the Bench, they
should pass over its delinquen,
cies, its weaknesses, or its faults.
MHe believed the Bench, in
all tne Provinces was, on the whole, a
good one; but, if there was a fauit in
it, it should be pointed out. It was
their bounden duty to speak, if, from a
faulty system of appointment or selec-
tion, or any other fault whatever, men
were retained on the Bench who were
not so worthy or deserving of confi.
derce as they ought to be. With re,
ference to these very controverted
elections, the langunge which had been
used by the whole of the Common Law
Bench, headed by Sir Alexander Cock.
burn, Chief Justice of England, was
stronger than the language of his hon.
friend. Did he not remember the re-
monstrance signed by the whole Com.
mon Law Bench of England against
being made political Judges? They
lad warned the Government of the
day, betore the Act was passed, against
the consequences of their being made
to try political questions, on the
ground that it might shake the confi-
dence of the public in their judicial
impartiality. Happily, it had not yet
occurred in England, but they know
perfectly well it had occurred in
Ireland, where two Irish Judges had
been attacked by name, violently, vig-
orously and strongly, and had been
charged with political partiality in
the performance of their duties, and
those were Jadges Lawson and Ieogh.
They had both been attacked strongly
and repeatedly in Parliament and in
the country. And yet, it was not aI-
lowed to his hon. friend to make an
allusion in a similar direction. Judges
were but men. They were told thatit
was an insult to the Bench to suppose
tbat, by any chance, their minds
could be influenced. In the
reign of George III., a Bill was passed
by which Judges were made indepen-
dent of the Crown. They ail kneW
how liable the Jadges had been te
Crown influences in the day of Charles
II. and James Il., before they were
made independent of the Crown. Read
Macaulay, or any listory of England,
and they would find what the jadges
of England were, until their indepen
dence was secured by the law which
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made them independent of the Crown
and the people. Therefore, it was not
an insult to our Judges to suppose that
if there were any influences which
could be brought to bear on them, they
would not rise superior to humanity,
and be unlike the Judges of England,
or that they would be influenced by
their own interests, perhaps uncon-
sciously. The Govern ment should not
1 :V them in that position. Ie bad
on!y pointed out bis scheme as an alter-
native scherne, if there was going to
be any alteration at all. He had first
commenced by stating that he believed
the Minister of Justice could per-
form those duties, if he worked hard
enough, and had health enough to give
it, during the requisite namber of
hours in the day, his undivided atten-
tion. If there was a necessity, he
gave an alternative; that was to say, to
have a member of the Government, but
not in the Cabinet, who would carry
on the executive business, and the ac-
tive contentious work of all the De-
partments. He believed thatwould be
a good scheme and an economical one,
and the office would be well paid, better
paid, perhaps, than the Minibters.
The hon. member for South Bruce had
asked: who in the world would take
that office ? The Attorney-General
and Solicitor-General both had similar
offices.

MR. BLAKE: Not for $2,000.
SIR JOIIN A. MACDONALD: The

Attorney-General and Solicitor-General
m England, received considerable sal-
aries, and also large fees from their
contentious business. The bon. gen-
tleman said, who would take a position
of that kind ? Was it because the
holder would not be in the Cabinet?
The Attorney-General and Solicitor-
General ofEngland werenot in the Cabi-
net In 1854, when the Sir Allan
McN ab Administration was formed,lenry Smith and Dunbar Ross, the
two Solicitors-General were never
members of the Government and werenever mem bers of the Cabinet. There-fore, men could be got to fill the officealthough they would not be members
Of the Cabinet. They would not bepaid enough. He suggested $3,000,
3 000was only a simple suggestion., and the charge of the whole Ex-

102

chequer businoss, the conduct at Assizes
of any contentious business, a reasona-
ble fee being allowed, under the saic-
tion of the Minister of Justice, it
would be one of the most desirable
offices that he knew of, for a legal
man. He could go on circuits to carry
on the Crown business, and, at the
same time, take briefs in other cases.
The whole salary would be sure and
the assistance obtained. If the hon.
gentleman did not like bis plan, let
them make a Treasury-Solicitor, like
the Treasury-Solicitor in England, who
was called a solicitor and was a counsel
- the Treasury-Solicitor with an ordi-
nary solicitor under him, the solici-
tor's and counsel's business being
separate there. The Treasury-Solicitor
was always a counsel of high rank.
Let the Government get another man
to take up the Attorney-General's
branch of it, and fund the fees, and
t ey would find they would have a
revenue instead of an increase of salary
like that contemplated in this Bill. He
did not know bow they had drifted
into this discussion on the number of
Ministers in the Cabinet.

Ma. BLAKE: It was the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland who introduced
it.

SIR JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
their policy ran in quite a different
direction from this. They had never
thought of dividing the Ministry with
respect to this office. He believed that
the policy which would have been sub-
mitted in 1873 by the old Government,
would have been one whieh would
have commended itself to this
country as being a reat practical re-
form. This had no merits whatever
except that of dividing the responsibi-
lities and increasing the expense. The
hon. member for South Bruce had said
that whatever bis party had thought in
1867, things had changed now. Yes,
they had changed; the hon. gentlemen
had changed seats; that was the prin-
ciple change he saw. The argument
used in 1867 was this: here are forty
millions of people in the United States
who are governed by seven Ministers,
and so scon as Canada gets forty mil-
lions, then will she require ber present
number, and not even then, becau'se if
we had forty millions, we would stili,
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if we followed the example of the
United States, bave but seven Minis-
ters. That wrs the argument used in
1867, and, as pointed out, in the elec-
tions of 1873, that was one of the planks
of their platform all over the Domin-
ion. All their talk was about having
thirteen Ministers, the devil's dozen,
leeches drawing salaries, when seven
could do the work.

MR. DYMOND: Who was the devil?
SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I

have not his acquaintance; perhaps the
hon. gentleman has. I would not say
he was a printer's devil.

MR. DYMOND: He does not belong
to me, certainly.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that perhaps the hon. member belonged
to him. He objected to any increase
in the Cabinet, because it was large
enough already for consultation, sec
recy and promptness. As ho had occa-
sion to say before, it was well known
that the leaders of both parties in
England had declared that their Cabi-
net, consisting of sixteen members, was
tco large. Gladstone had said that
thirteen ought to be the highest num-
ber, and Disraeli had declared that
seven would be the perfection of a
Cabinet. HUis hon. friend from South
Bruce had said that it was the sectional
system introduced by the Conservatives
hi 1867 which had forced the Govern-
ment into their present position of
having a large Cabinet. Why not have
reduced the Cabinet, if they objected
to it in 1873? When the party in Op-
position came into power they should
carry . out the principles which
they had advocated in Opposi-
tion. The present Premier had
said, in one of his speeches, that any
man who did not stand by the prin-
ciples in the Government which ho
advocated in Opposition, was nothing
but a demagogue. What he (Sir John A.
Macdonald) had said was this, and ho
remembered it quite well, because, of
eourse, he had weighed, as he ought to
have done, when laying the foundations
ofthis Dominion, everything he had
said. He had pointed out, at that
time, the necessity of giving the Gov-
ernment a sectional complexion; that
Nova Scotia was to a great degree
hostile to the new state of things, that
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New Brunswick was indifferent, and
that there was great danger of a feel-
ing of indignation, and of being sacri-
ficed to the larger Provinces, pervading
the lower Provinces if they did not get
larger representation. For that reason,
ho had said those Provinces should
have two representatives each. Sir
George Cartier, speaking on the same
point on his own side of the question,
that of having more than one French
Canadian in the Cabinet, said ho would
feel friendless unless he had in it a
companion of his own race and lan-
guage. If the hon. gentleman would
think ic worth their while to look back
to his utterances on that occasion, he
would find that ho (Sir John A. Mac.
donald) had repudiated the idea that
that should be a permanent necessity.
Eventually, when the Provinces had
become more intimately united, the
system would be that the only ques-
tion would bo to choose the best men
to come into the Government. He
had pointed out how those things were
managed in England. There they
took the best men, but it was well
understood that England, Ireland and
Scotland should have each a represent-
ative in the Government. Neither
would stand being excluded altogether
from a fair amount of representation
in the Cabinet, but there was no
arbitrary rule. He would again urge
the propriety and expediency of not
pressing this appointment now. Let the
hon. gentleman abolish the Receiver-
General's Department, which ought to
be abolished, which must be abolished,
because it was declared by the Govern-
ment to be useless. If a young Parlia-
ment, fresh from their constituents,
chose to renovate the Government
by introducing this Bill, after they had
gone before the country, if they felt
authorized to do so, let then do it then
but not now. It was inopportune.
When the old Government was in1
power, they were attacked for their
extravagance in mucilage and pel-
knives and so on. Why give the
Opposition of the day the opportumntY
of making this complaint of extrava-
gance against the Government? Let
the Bill stand over, and then, with a
renovated Parliament, with new men,
this legislation might, if considere
necessary, be introduced.
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MR. BLAKE said the right hon.
gentleman had repeated the allegation
that the increase in the number of
references was due to the newness of
the Ministers of those Departments.
le wished to point out that the scale
of increase disproved this assertion.
The references in 1869 were 1693; in
1872, 1,971; in 1873, 2,753 ; in 1874-5,
3,400; in 1876, 4,344; and for the cur-
rent year they ran, to date, up to
nearly 6ý00. The right hon. member
had suggested that, as the members
gained experience, the references
would diminish. But, as he perceived,
there was a persistent increase in the
number. It was perfectly clear how a
great many of the references came.
Almost the whole of the land business
in Manitoba and the North-West had
been, practically, sent to the office
since the period when the former
Government was in power. An enor-
mous number of references, and some
of them of a most complicated
character, had arisen with reference to
the settlement of cases in Manitoba and
iii the North-West, which had no exis-
tence in the right hon. gentleman's
time. Another branch which gave
rise to increased business in this respect
was the patents. Owing to the opera-
tion of the law which had been passed
late in the right hon. gentleman's term,
and to the increased activity of inven-
tors, the references for patents had
increased two or threefold. He had
been told that the increase for the first
few months of the current year was
over 300, and that there was still
an increased activity in that
Department. He had never, upen
any occasion, said a word as
to how the business was managed
in the right hon. gentleman's timebut
he would observe that the number ofreferences then was much iess. To
whatever cause it might be attributed,the number of references now was agreat deal more. Under the late Ad-
ministration there was an easy way ofdisposing of a considerable amount ofbasiness; and when the present Gov-ernment took office they found many
pigeon holes labelled " M. I." theeaning of which was probably

nas tely inactivity."

SlR JOHN A. MACDONALD said,at ail events, that activity was of more
102*

value than the little peddling work
done by the present Governiment.
When they came to examine the pigeon
holes in the public offices, they would,
no doubt, find many references still
undisposed which any sensible man
could have dealt with in a few minutes.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said that, in
view of the announcement contained
in the Speech from the Throne, that
one of the most important measures of
the Session would have for its object
the readjustment of the work in the
public departments. A more extensive
and complete scheme, and one more
acceptable to the people, should have
been submitted. It was conceded
on all hands that the office of
Receiver-General could very properly
be abolished. That being granted, the
question to be determined was
which of the other Depart-
ments was most in need of
assistance. If the opinion of the House
and the country had been obtained, it
would bave been, not in favor of divid-
ing the Department of Justice, but
that of the Department of Publie
Works, where it was impossible that
one Minister could supervise all the
contracts for public works, and also the
vast system of railways under the con-
trol of the Department. If that course
had been adopted more satisfaction
would have been gi-en. What was
required in the Department of Justice
was not a second political head, but
another working permanent head, a
sort of Solicitor to the Treasury, who
would be able to advise all the bepart-
ments, especially the Department of'
Public Works, in all contracts under
its control, and also assist with cases
coming before the Exchequer Court.
When accounts were sent in for $2,000
due to one counsel, and $4,000 to
another, it was evident that large sums
were being expended in feeing lawyers
and barristers to attend to those cases.
Additional assistance was no doubt re-
quired in the Department of Justice in
connection with land claims in the
North-West, and preparing Parliamen-
tary legislation; but the system pro-
posed in the Bill would not give the
country value for -the additional ex-
pense incurred for salaries. If the
additional political head were ap-
pointed, it would still be ncessary w
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engage as much outside assistance from
counsel as before. H1e was somewhat
surprised at the remarks made by the
hon. menmbgr for South Bruce (Mr.
Blake) as to the experse of the De-
partment of Justice urder the present
and previous Administration. He was
glad that the hon. gentleman had suc-
ceeded in reducing the expenditure of
the Department, but he had omitted to
inform the House that during the first
year the present Government was in
office the expenses of the Department
exceeded by $9,000 or $10.000 those of
any year under the late Governmont.
The exlpenses of that Department were,
for 1873-'74, $29,000; 1874-'75, between
.838,000 and $39,000, and they were
reduced by the hon. miember for South
Bruce from that sum to between
e22,000 and $23,000. Since the hon.
gentleman had retired, however, the
expenses had again increased. It
should also be remembered there was
some excuse for additional expense
being incurred under the regime of the
right hon. member for Kingston, from.
the fact that he was Premier at the
time he was at the head of that De-
partmen t.

MR. PLUMB said it was admitted
that the abolition of the office of Re-
ceiver-General was a step in the right
direction. It was claimed that the
work of the Department of Justice had
so far increased that it became neces-
sary that it should be divided, and the
hon. member for South Bruce had de-
fended that proposition. It would be
remembered by those who paid any
attention to publie affairs, that during
last Summer the hon. gentleman ap-
peared before bis constituents and
made a statement in regard to the De-
partment of Justice. le claimed there
had been a large increase of business
done at a reduced cost, that the work
had been done more efficiently than at
any previous time, that a large amount
of arrears had been brought up. In-
deed, the hon. gentleman made merry
at the expense of the previous Admin-
istration, and actually condescended to
make a small joke upon the subject.
-He did not then .inform the pu lic,
thýrough his constituents, that there
was to be an increased expense in that
Department by adding to it another

MI. KIRKPATRIcK.

head. All the credit which the hon.
gentleman claimed at Teeswater for
economy effected and increased work
performed at a reduced cost, fell to the
ground:

"I am confident that the work of the
office has more than trebled since 1872; and
this increase, I repeat, necessarily indicates
a vcry large increasein the work of the other
heavy offices. Now, Sir, I turn to the
question of expense ; and I ask you confi-
dently whether, having regard to the re-
suit I have establisbed, it would not be in
the last degree unfair to complain of an in-
crease in the expense of Administration ?
If there had been no needless expense in
salaries and contingencies in managing the
smaller volume of business done in 1872, is
it not reasonable to conclude that the work
could not be trebled without, to a considera-
ble extent, increasing the cost ? Could any
of you, whether farmer or tradesman, treble
your operations without, at the same time,
increasin g the charge for managtenent of
your farni or your trade ? The answer is
obvious."

* * * * *

" Now I will give you the result of that
reorganization. The staff bad been increased
in 1873, and in November of that year, at
the resignation of the late Government, the
annual rateof charge forsalaries, including
bonuses and an officer charged on contingen-
cies, was over $13,500. 'Several changes
subsequently took place, and the rate of
charge when I took office in May, 1875, was
over $15,750. I was, as I have said, unable
to make a reduction in salaries during
the first year; but the reorganization wbich,
with the assistance of my colleagues, I was
enabled to effect was such. that in June last,
when I left the office, the rate of charge for
salaries was only $1,750-a reduction of
over $5,000, or about one-third of the rate
when I took office, and of $2,800, or about
one-fifth of the rate when the late Govern-
ment resigned. The great reduction in the
aunual charge upon you for salaries has
been effected, you will bear in mind, not-
withstanding the enormous increase in the
work to which I have already called your
attention."

It was much to be regretted that the
successor of the hon. member for South
Bruce, as Minister of Justice, had found
himself unable to eonduct the business
of the Department without calling for
an increased expenditure from the
public chest for the creation of a new
office. The argument of the right
hon. member for Kingston, that the
proposed measure could have well
been deferred until after the ensuing
elections, was a sound and proper
one. There was no need for much
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of the legislation introduced this Ses-
sion, in what the hon. member for
Chateauguay described on a former oc-
casion as a moribund Parliament. Such
legislation as was not of pressing im-
portance could properly have been left
over until there had been an infusion
of representatives fresh from the peo-
ple, with their commissions emanating
from the source of all Pariamentary
power. The measure under discus-
sion was, perhaps, the most objection-
able of any which had been introduced,
and one for which there was no press-
ing and immediate necessity. The
statement made by the hon. member
for South Bruce that he had accom-
plished the work of the office, notwith-
standing the increased business, and
hlad done that with a reduced expen-
diture durng the last year in which he
filled the position, was a sufficient
reason for opposing the present meas-
ure. The Bill was double-headed, and
it had two very distinct objects, both
of which in their consequences were
very objectionable. It could not have
been contemplated when the hon,
member was addressing his constitu-
ents at Teeswater in September
last.

MR. BLAKE: Will the bon. gentle-
inan permit me to read a sentence of
the speech he is criticising as unfair?

MR. PLUMB : I am not doing so.
The hon. gentleman is putting words
in my mouth which I have not used.

MR. BLAKE: In the same speech
in which the hon. gentleman says I
uade no allusion to the political head-
ships of the Department, I used these
words:

"I arn, however, of the opinion that, with-
Out increasing the number of Ministers, a re-
organization of some of the offices would be
advantageous to the public service. The
plulitical work of the Department, which I
have recently quitted, is acknowledged, on
all hands, to be very onerous. During last
Session, a leading member of the Opposition
declared in his place that no one man could
emeiently accomplish that work, and I
think that the political management of theoffice should be divided-some of its busi-lesbeng assigned to one of the lighter

MR. PLUMB said that he had read
this speech before the hon. gentlemanhad called his attention to it, and with-

in ten minutes, but it did not at all
bear on what he was stating. The hon.
gentleman there proposed to hand over
some work to other offices, which might
be very well. He had no doubt that,
in many ways, the duties of the office
could have been so distributed when an
office of that kind became too onerous.
The hon. gentleman should under-
stand perfectly well, that what the hon.
member for South Bruce stated, only
strengthencd his (Mr. Plumb's) case,
adding force to the very argument
which lie had been using. The hon.
gentleman stated that it would not be
necessary to create a new office, to
divide this office and make another
responsible member of the Govern-
ment, and place him in the Depart-
ment of Justice; and this certainly
was exactly the point which they
were urging.

MR. BLAKE: I say expressly that
I think the political management
of the office should be divided. These
are the very words i used

Ma. PLUMB : The political mariage-
ment of the office? The hon. gentle-
man must see that a small quibble like
this could not be impressed on the
House with any sort of force, and it
hiad nothing te do with the argument.
The hon. gentleman, with bis usual
directness, frankness and clearness of
statement, must understand that if he
had meant a division of the office, he
would undoubtedly have stated so; but
perhaps, the hon. gentleman was not
taken into the confidence of tuîe Gov-
ernment, and perhaps this muatter was
not anticipated. This was an after
thought. The question had corne up
and it had been found convenient
to abolish the office of Receiver-
General, and to prepare to make
another office on the Treasury
Benches which would be an im-
portant one; and no doubt it was
found convenient in the last days of
the last Session of the Parliament of
1874, anrd in its last hours-bocause this
would he the case beforethis Bill could
be passed-and as the closini act of a
Reformand econornicalAdministration,
and an Administration of retrenchment
and economy, to do what ?

MR. DYMOND lear, hear.
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Mn. PLUMB: The hon. gentleman
said " hear, bear," but he knew per-
fectly well, anJ too well, that what he
(Mr. Plumb) was saying was true. The
hon. gentleman had too clear a head
not to understand it, and le knew that
he (Mr. Plumb) was right in saying
that the last act of this Administration
of economy, was to do what there was
no necessity for doing, and to make a
double-headed office of the Department
of Justice, which his hon. friend from
South Bruce had declared in the most
solemn way before bis constituents,
that he was capable of managing and
carrying on with reduced expenditure,
as compared with the enormous expen-
diture which had prevailed under
the late Government. He (Mr.
Plumb) thought that there never
had been a case when it more
behoved every member of the House,
who had regard for the publie finances
and the economies which they were so
loudly promised, and which had been
so little performed by the present Ad-
ministration, to lift up his voice against
the expenditure as flagrant as this;
and Le trusted that before this Bill was
passed, an amendment would be pro-
posed which would be accepted by
those mem bers of the House who were
in favour of practising economy, in-
stead of merely preacbing it.

Clause agreed to.
SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said

that he wished to call the attention of
his hcn. friend to the 5th clause, which
he thought really ought to be altered.
It stated that: " The Minister of Jus-
tice shall, assisted by the Attorney-
General, preside over the Department
of Justice." It occurred to him that
the words " assisted by the Attorney-
General " should be struck out. The
Attorney-General, by this clause, would
be made independent in his own De-
partment, while this would not be the
case with the Minister of Justice, be-
cause the latter must always be accom
panied by the Attorney-General. He
would asg his hon. friend from South
Bruce to look at it.

MR. BLAKE said that the bon. gen-
tleman stated thatthe Attorney-Geueral
would be independent in bis own
Department, but the Attorney-General
had no Department. The Department

1a. DYMOND.

of Justice was given to two officers,
as he understood it. He did
not understand it to be pro.
posed to make any Department in-
dependent of tie Attorne) -General;
in fact a Law Department was created,
and it was proposed that two officers
should preside over it, each, of course,
in, bis own appropriate sphere.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. Minister of Justice, in speak-
ing to the Bill, had stated that the
original Bill establishing the Depart-
ment of Justice, provided for a com-
plete separation of the duties of the
Attorney-General and Minister of Jus-
tice, whether held separately or jointly.
The Attorney-General was now made
a member ot the Cabinet, and had to
carry out, without reference to the
Minister of Justice, the clause in the
original Act, which referred to the
duties of the Attorney-General; while
the Minister of Justice, on the other
hand, could not do anything without
the assistance of the Attorney-Gen-
eral.

Ma. BLAKE said that perhaps the
word " assisted " migh t be an incorrect
word; the clause should read, "together
with," or something of that kind. He
understood the pro posal to be that
there should be, as now, the Law De-
partment, which should remain, as
now, the Department of Justice. It
was row presided over solely by the
Minister of Justice. le thought
that the words in the Act were
"presided over " or something of
that kind. He supposed that the
sole purpose of this clause was to give
the Attorney-General a status in that
which was to be bis Department, as
well as the Department of the Minister
of Justice; and, of course, cach of these
po4itical heads, in bis presidencY,
would preside with reference to bis
own business or himself. There
was to be one Department with
one set of officers and two Minis-
ters. The legal business of the
Government in either branch was
to be done by one and the sme
Departnent ; and they must give
some standing in the Department to
the Attorney-Gcneral, or else thcre
would be no machinery by which to
work the office.
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SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Some body ought to preside over the
Department. If the Minister of Jus-
tice is not assisted by the Attorney-
General, according to this clause, he
cannot preside over the Department.

MR. MITCHELL: Whose Bill is
this? That of the bon. member for
South Bruce or that of the Minister of
Justice ?

Ma. BLAKE: The hon. member for
Kingston appealed to me; and I gave
my understanding of the Bill as an
independent member of the House.

MR. MITCHELL said he wanted to
know who was running the Minis-
terial business of the House-the
Minister of Justice or the bon. mem-
ber for South Bruce ? He thought that
the right hon. gentleman ought not to
.appeal to private members of the
House to correct Government mea-
sures.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
they knew that these things found
their own level. If lie were going to
discuss a matter relating to the De-
partment of Marine and Fisheries, he
would not ask the present Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, but his hon.
friend.

MR. MITCHELL : Quite right.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
if he was going to discuss a question
(onnected with the Department of
Justice he would be very apt to ask
his hon. friend from South Bruce
rather than the present Minister of
Justice.

MR. MITCHELL: 1 understand.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the Minister of Justice shouldpreside over the Department of Jus-
tice. Two men could not preside over
it. There should certainly be a sepa-rate clause, instead of mentioning the
specific duties which the Governmentproposed to give to the Attorney-
General.

MR. LAFLAMME said that, if theright hot. gentleman would look at theArt, which he believed the right hon.enltleman himself drew, creating the
hpartment of Justice, le would findt defined that:

" 1. There shall be a Department of the
Civil Service of Canada, to be called 'The
Departnent of Justice,' over which the Min-
ister of Justice of Cauada for the time being,
appointed by the Governor, by Commission
under the Great Seal- and who shall, ex-
officio, be Her Majesty's Attorney-General of
Canada, shall preside; and the said Minister
of Justice shall hold office during pleasure,
and sball have the management and direc-
tion of the ' Department of Justice.'

" 2. The duties of the Minister of Justice
shall be as follows ; He shall be the official
legal adviser of the Governor and the
legal imember of Her Majesty's Privy Coun-
cil for Canada; it shall also be his duty to
see that the administratiou of public affairs
is in accordance with law; he shall have
the superintendence of all matters connected
with the administration of justice in Canada,
not within the jurisdiction of th e Govern-
ment of the Provinces comîposing the eame;
he shall advise upon the Legislative Acts
and rroceedings of each of the Legislatures
of the Provinces of Canada, and generally
advise the Crown upon all matters of law
referred to him by the Crown; and he shall
be charged generally with such others as may
at any time be aasigned by the Governor in
Council to the Minuter of Justice."
In the 3rd section the Attorney-Gen-
eral was entrusted with the powers
and charged with the duties of which
the Minister of Justice had charge,
and then followed a clause stating
chat the Governor shall assign to the
Minister of Justice, either exclusively
or concurrently with the Attorney-
General, any of the powers and duties
of the Attorney General ; and may at
any time assign to the Attorney-
General, either exclusively or concur-
rently with the Minister of Justice,
any of the duties and powers of the
Minister of Justice ; therefore it could
properly be said that this Department
should be presided over by the Minis-
ter of Justice assisted by the Attorney-
General.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
his Ion. friend should construe this
clause as a lawyer would do. According
to it, if the Minister of Justice was not
assisted by the Attorney-General, he
could not preside over the Depart-
ment of Justice ; this was quite clear.

Ma. LAFLAMME: That is not the
meaning intended.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is the language; and the Courts will
so construe it. There ought to be no
divided authority in the Department.
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The Minister of Justice as the At-
torney-General should be at the head,
and I suppose that the Minister of
Justice is intended to be the head.
A section should be inserted between
sections 5 and 6, stating what the
specifie duties of the Attorney-General
are under the Minister of Justice.

MR. LAFLAMME: The Minister of
Justice and the Attorney-General are
to be on the same footing.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD: You
cannot have two chairmen. You can-
not have a double-head. There is a
three-headed cerberus; but there can-
not be a double-headed Minister of
Justice.

Ma. LAFLAMME: You might just
as well say that the Minister of Justice
and the Solicitor-General should not
preside over the Department of Justice.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
would like very much to have that
point settled. Somebody must preside
over the Department, but this clause
provided that the Minister of Justice
sbould preside if assisted by the
Attorney-General.

Ma. MACKENZIE: It does not sav
if assisted.

SI JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is the meaning of it.

Ma. LAFLAMME said he had no
objection-to put the words " Minister of
Justice and Attorney-General shall
preside over the Department of
Justice," if that would suit the views
of hon. gentlemen opposite.

Mn. BLAKE did not think it would
be necessary to make any further alter-
atian than the trifling one proposed by
the Minister of Justice. Theoretically
there might be a difficulty regarding
two persons being at the head of a
Department; but, practically, he did
not see how the difficulty could be got
over unless two separate Depart-
ments were maintainled, which, of
course would cause additional
expense. There was no reason
why the two gentlemen should not
arrange the affairs of the Department
amicably together; if not, there was

SIR JCHN A. MACDONALD.

a controlling power over aill Ministers,
and the matter could be settled in that
way.

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.

AUDITING PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.--[Bi
N o. 53.]

(kr. Cartwright.)

SECOND READING.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said the object
of the Bill was one which the House
would very easily understand. For
some considerable time it had been ap-
parent to the hon. gentleman that it
would be desirable to have a perfect
division, whereby the task of auditing
the Public Accounts should be kept as
much as possible quite distinct from
any interlerence on the part of an
officer charged with administrative
duties of any kind whatever. If he
understood correctly the design of the
hon. gentleman who at that time con.
ducted the affairs of this country, it
was something similar to what he (Mr.
Cartwright) proposed in bis Bil.
There was at that time a Deputy In-
spector-General, who filled the office
of Deputy Minister of Finance,. I
addition to that officer, an Auditor
was created, and it was understood
that that officer's duties would be
mainly, it not altogether, confined to
the task of auditing the Publie
Accounts. As time went on, how
ever, this officer, partly from CUstoi
and latterly by fermal Statute,
embraced the whole duties of the
Deputy Inspector-General, and was
formally constituted Deputy Minister
of Finance. To such an arrangement
he conceived considerable objections.
The Minister of Finance and bis
Deputy were necessarily more or less
administrative officers, and, although
the Department of Finance was in 10
respect a spending Department, being
intended to act as a sort of check on
the othershstill the Minister of Finance
for the time being must neces-
sarily be in harmony with the
other memnbers of the Govern
ment. In the absence of the Minister
of Finance, his deputy was often called
upon to discharge many imlportant
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duties, and it seemed to him in order
to have a perfect audit of accounts
there should be a complete division
between the offices of Auditor and
Deputy M inister of Finance. The main
object of the Bill was to carry that out,
and inspire the public with confidence
in the Public Accounts. It was deemed
expedient, therefore, to adopt the Eng-
lish practice, and to create an officer,
who should hold his appointment dur-
ing good behaviour, and be removable,
as Jiidges are, on an Address by both
Houses of Parliament. That was the
fundamental principle of this Bill, and
he thought that when fairly considered
it would commend itself, not only to
hon. members of that House, but also
to the good sense of the people of the
country. He had recast the original
Act, but the beginning and end, he
might say generally, were nearly tran-
scripts of it.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: A
reprint.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: Yes; a com-
plete reprint.

MR. MITCHELL: Do I understand
my hon. friend to say that the Act
originally introduced has been re-
printed ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: No; it is a
complete reprint of the original Act
for the audit of Public Accounts passed
in 1868, with a very considerable num-
ber of alterations rendered necessary
by the object to which I have referred.
I have also introduced a number oi
provisions from the English Act,
together with some new provisions
adapted to our special circumstances.
Mpeaking generally, the fli st ten or
eleven sections of the Bill are almost
identical with our existing Act of 1867
or 1868. A great portion of the last
part is identical, butin the middle por-
tion ; from Sections Il to 45, or there-
abouts, considerable alterations havebeen introduced. As a matter of course,there are a number of new sections
deßning the position of Auditor-Gen-
eral, besides the adaptations from thetEnglish Act to suit our present posi-tion. For convenience sake I may
just say that from the llth to the 25thsection it is mostly either new or taken
from the Imperial Act, or modifica-tions of our present Act rendered

necessary by the complete separation
between the offices of Auditor-General
and the Finance Department. From
the 25th to the 29th sections altera-
tions from the Imperial Act had been
introduced. From the 29th to the 35th
section lie had introduced one or two
alterations from the Imperial Act, and
had re-enacted the provisions which
are contained in the existing Act pro-
viding for the mode in which the
Auditor-General was to deal with emer-
gencies as they might arise. As far as
his experience went, he thought that
the provisions originally made were
sufficient for the interest of the public
service. The most important elause he
had added was rumber 34, which was
intended to apply more particularlyto
the case of extras arising in the exe-
cution of contracts and matters of
that kind. The clauses from 35 to 46, or
rather to 50, were, as the Bouse would
see, pretty largely taken from the Im-
perial Act, to which, as a matter of
course, very free reference could be
made in Committee. The romaining
clauses were chiefly a re-arrangement
of our old Act now standing on the
Statute-book.

S1a JOHN A. MACDONALD: Up
to 1859 ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT : No ; up to
clause 50, in which have been intro-
duced a number of alterations taken
from the Imperial Act. From the
nature of the case, these matters can
be more effectively discussed in Com-
mittee than at the second reading.
What the House has got to conisider,
is a matter of extreme importance in
the interests of the public. It is neces-
sary that we should have a perfect audit
of the Public Accounts, and that we
should have our public documents as
much as possible not only correct, but
above suspicion. I need only say that
we wish to provide as good a Bill as
we possibly can for this purpose, and
although it will easily be understood
that suggestions made respecting a Bill
of this kind would have to be very care-
fully considered before they could be
adopted, I am not at all averse to hear
any suggestions which hon. gentlemen
opposite may make, and would be glad
if they were likely to promote the
purpose we have in view, to ilcorpo-
rate them in the Bill.

Auditing [APRt 2, 1878.]
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SR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Bill was a good one, and he was
glad it had been introduced. It was to
the credit of an old colleague of his that
he first felt the necessity of having a
check upon the different branches of
the Administration, and that the Au-
ditor should be an officer more or less
independent. They had to commence
by slow degrees, and at the time the
scheme was first introduced they had
to encounter some opposition. A
great many hon. members at that
time were wedded to the old sys-
tem, and when the first germ or
embryo of the new system was com-
menced by his respected friend, Mr.
Taylor, it was opposed. Ie was glad,
ýas he had already stated, that this Bill
bad been introduced, and he would
suggest that, in order to save undue
discussion as much as possible on the
clauses, it should be reprinted with
marginal notes, stating what was taken
from the Imperial Act, and what from
other sources. This would expedite
the business of the House very much,
by shortening the discussion. He
quite concurred with the hon. gentle-
man that suggestions or amendments
should not be put forward hastily in
-Committee ; they should be elaborated
-and well considered. He concurred,
also, in the opinion that we should
have an auditor like Sir William Dun-
bar. who held that office under the
English Act. He was appointed dur-
ing good behaviour, and was perfectly
independent of Mr. Gladstone, Lord
Beaconsfield, or any Premier or Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, and would not
pass any entry in the Public Accounts
unless that entry was authorized by
the law of the land. le would give
bis humble snpport to the bon. gentle-
man in carrying out this system of
perfect auditing, and he would again
suggest, in order that there might be
as little obstruction as possible offered
to the Bill, that it should be reprinted
in the way he bad indicated.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said he would
have the annotations printed in a
single sheet, so that they might be in
the hands of members as soon as pos-
sible.

Motion agreed to.
Bill read the second time.

MR. CARTWRIGHT.

SUPPLY.-THE TARIFF..

Mit. CARTWRIGHT moved:
"lThat Mr. Speaker do now leave the

Chair, for the House to go again into Com.
mittee of Supply."

MR. BIROWN said Le had an amend-
ment to offer to the House. le did
not wish to open up a debate or to oc.
cupy much of the time of the HLouse, as
the matter was fully discussed on the
amendment of the hon. member for
Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald).
lowever, it was a matter of such impor-

tance that he considered it required a
separate motion to deal with it. The
amendment of the hon. member for
Kingston related to the manufactur-
ing, agricultural, lumbering and min.
ing interests ; but the amendment of
which Le (Mr. Brown) had given
notice, was with reference to one
in dustry only. He asked the House
to decide upon it on its merits,
divested of all other interests that
mio-ht surround it. He voted for
the right hon. gentleman's amend-
ment, believing that it was calculated
to bring about the sort of reciprocal
trade with our American neighbours
which we might expect from Protec-
tion. We were as well able to manu-
facture goods and cheap wares as they
were, but our market was not large
enough; we wanted that scope for
selling our manufactures which
their markets afforded. We had
a barrier to the progression of our
manufactures because of this, while
the Americans could supply us with
manufactured goods and get large
prices for them. He did not believe
that if the Americans were such ener-
getic, shrewd people as they were re-
presented to be, and as thby undoubt-
edly were, if they did not believe
Protection to be to their advantage,
they would continue it. lie did not
believe they would continue a system
so ruinous and so disastrous as Protec-
tion had been represented by some
gentlemen to be, if it was such a
ruinous system. English people would
not bring their steel, and GernaS
manufacturers their laces and ribbois
and manufacture them in Amerie,
thus competing with Amorica on her
own ground, if they did not believe the
American system of Protection wa
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beneficial. Hie had been urged by
millers, largely engaged in the dis-
trict, to take up this question. -He
had also received representations from
Mr. Gordon, a miller from another
section of the country, Messrs. Corly
& Sons, who had lately opened a large
branch of their business in the city of
St. John, for the purpose of shipping
flour down there, and others, and
it was considered that the Maritime
Provinces could be as cheaply supplied
with flour from Ontario as they could
from their American neighbours if
this Protection was given, He there-
fore moved .-

" That Mr. Speaker do not now leave the
chair, but that it be resolved, that whereas a
large quantity of wheat and flour bas been im-
ported into Canada within the last few years,
this House is of opinion that the interests of
Canadian farmers would be promoted by the
imposition of a duty on these articles."

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
would like to ask the hon. the head of
the Government whether he considers
this vote a vote of want of confidence ?

Mr, ROSS (East Durham) said he
seconded the amendment with pleasure,
and he trusted the Government would
see their way clear to accepting it, as
it would strengthen their hands at the
coming elections, and would, perhaps,
bring the Americans to their senses
le voted against the amendment of
the hon. member for Kingston, as, in
bis opinion, he thought it was only
intended to catch votes.

MR. BOWELL said it was a pity
that the hon. member who seconded
that resolution did not inform the
House how often he had given his vote
on previous occasions to motions on
the same subject. His speech was a
somewhat singular. production. le told
the House that he hoped the Govern-
ment would see its way clear to accept
this extraordinary motion in order that
it nuight strengthen the hands of the
Gvernment at the coming elections,
and he wound up that little speech by
stating that the amend ment of the hon.lnermber foi Kingston was to catch
Votes. He (Mr. Bowell) supposed it
Was for the same purpose the hon.
gentieman had seconded this motion
and which he so sincerely hoped the
stovernment would accept in order toSti engthen their hands.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: And
to catch votes.

MR. BOWELL said to strengthen
their hands was the term used. Ie
(Mr. Bowell) was in favour of the mo-
tion; he was in favour ofany motion in
the direction of extending the principle
of Protection to all our various indus-
tries; and when the mover of the re-
solution referred to the one prepared
by the hon. member for Kingston as
not embracing all interests, lie must
dissent from him. It embraced all the
industries. To adopt this principle by
piece-meal was not the object they
should have in view. Ifthey attempted
to adopt a National Policy it must em-
brace every industry, whether of the
farm, the manufactory, the mine, or
the forest. If there were any means of
obtaining better prices for our farm
products, or of making any industry of
the country more profitable, it
was the bounden duty of this
Legislature to include that in-
dustry in any scheme proposed.
They urged the adoption of this policy
from a national standpoint, believing
it to be to the general advantage of
this country; but it was well that the
country should know that the motion,
at least in the opinion of the member for
East Durham (Mr. Ross) who seconded
this motion, was not so much in the
interests of the farmers as in the in-
terest of the Government, believing
that it was of superior importance to
obtain more votes, or, as he put it, " to
strengthen their hands at the coming
election," than to benefit the farmer.
He (Mr. Bowell) ventured the con-
clusion that, if the hon. gentleman had
not believed that it would strengthen
the hands of the Governmenthe would
not have seconded that motion. As to
the question of principle involved in
it, ie was of opinion that it
never entered his mind, know-
ing that the farming commun-
ity in the neighbourhood he (Mr.
Ross) represented were in favour of the
imposition of duties on that whidhl
they produced. He voted for it,but he
would be very cautious in recording a
vote against the Government, and par-
ticularly in moving or seconding it in
a manner that might be considered a
vote of want of confidence. Although
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he (Mr. Bowell) intended to vote for
the motion, he thought it was better if
we were to have a policy, that it should
be a reasonable and acceptable one.
He was quite certain that to adopt the
principle with reference only to one or
two articles, as involved in this reso-
lution, or attempt in any way to
carry out the principle piece-meal,
never would be accepted by the House
or the country.

MR. ROSS said lie did not second
the motion as a want of confidence mo-
tion because he did not know any
other party in the House that lie
could support if lie withdrew his con-
fidence from the Administration. The
hon. member for North Hastings (Mr.
Bowell) thought that because there
was a certain party in his (Mr. Ross')
district which believed in protective
duties, he would have their sup-
port; but he would find out his mis-
take-they had little confidence in the
imember for North Hastings.

MR. FORBES said that, perhaps,
there was no principle of more im-
portance than this question of Pro-
tection. It came before the country
in 1867, and was brought forward in
all the elections. They were told thon
that they were not to buy in the
cheapest market or sell in the dearest ;
they in the Mari t i me Provinces were to
buy flour from the people of
Ontario. But thev ii Nova Scotia
had no reciprocal trade, and never
would have; they could not exchange
one commodity for another. They
could easily furnish cereals, but wheat
thev could not supply in sufficient
quantities for their own use. They
were dependent on some other country
for that necessary, and they were will-
ing to receive it from Ontario if they
could get it as cheap as from other
places. They knew what a tax on
flour meant; they had experienced it
before Confederation when they had
something like 25 cents duty on flour.
It was very evident this tax did not
g o into the p'ckets of the farmers
but into the pockets of the Ontario
inillers, and out of the pockets of the
-Nova Scotia fishermen. No Govern-
ment which put such a tar upon flour
Meed expect support from the Maritime
Provinces. They were not situated so

MR. BoWELL.

that they could have an interchange
of trade with the people of Ontario
they had little Lo exchange with
them. But their manufactories had
been crushed out by the opposition
they had met with from Ontario and
Quebec, and the addition of another
tax would place Nova Scotia in the
position of a conquered Province. They
wanted to see all these things
blotted out; they did not want to see
any arbitrary tax imposed to the
detriment of any Province. If the
people of Ontario were willing to put
on a duty on coal of $12 per ton, let it
be put on; and then, he had nodoubt,
the people of Nova Scotia would say
there was some fairness in it. AI.
though, when it came to the question,
he must say he was not in favour of a
duty on coal. He believed it was
merely another way to take from the
people of the country so much money
and put it in the pockets of rich cor-
porations. He did not believe in
the country being governed by these
rich corporations or rings. -He was
opposed to these things as well as to a
tax on the staff of life. The people
of Nova Scotia had possessed so much
freedom that they did not know what
they enjoyed. They could put a news-
paper in the post-office, and it could
go anywhere free of postage. Their
tariff was the lowest in the world, about
10 per cent., which was sutlicient to
cover the interest on all their debt;
their revenue was large enough to rmake
all the improvements necessary. They
built up their railroads and paid the
interest without any trouble. In 182
came up the great question of rctrench-
ment, at the time when the Hoen.
Joseph Howe found himself obliged te
increase the tariff 2½ per cent. They
had been labouring under an enormous
tariff of 10 per cent.; Howe put On 2
per cent. The hon. member for Cum-
berland denounced it as an enormous
tax, and told the people that it was
wholly unnecessary, that the whole
work might be done by simp)lY econo-
mizing, by cutting down the eXPed"
of the country, and that lie could
point out where they could
save to the country sometihing
like a hundred thousand dollars.

$10,000 here sounded very siall, but
in their revenue it was quite a large
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,mount. H1e introduced a retrench-
ment sebene which was kept before
the people until the next elections.
The tax of 2- per cent. was kept on
one year; then it was repealed, and
the colintry went back to 10 per cent.
That additional 21 per cent. cost the
Governient their existence, they were
swept out at the next elections. If
a tax were put on flour, no Govern-
ment, lie did not care whether Con-
servative or Liberal, would stand. If
hon. gentlemen on the opposite side
came into power, be was perfectly
sure they would hesitate before im-
posing that duty. No Government
imposing that duty could command a
najority of hon. members from the
Lower Provinces; they would protest
against being obliged to pay a tax for
the benefit of Ontario. That Province
wouild next want a duty on salt. Onta-
rio had some sait mines; Goderich was
supposed to be able to give salt enough
to supply ail the fishermen that Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island might send out ;
although the whole supply would
not suffice for a tithe of it. If a tax
were put on sait, no fisherman could
sell his fish at a price to cover the cost
of sait. They got sait from England
and Tuiks Island, at 7s. 6d. to 8s. per
hogshead, containing about eight
bushels. It was the thin end of op-
pression that the hon. members from
Ontario were trying to insert against
the people of the Lower Provinces
in favour of Ontario. What was pre-
dicted in 1867 had come to pass, that
ail their manufactories would be stop-
ped and their markets flooded by the
people of Ontario, and the next step
would be to put a tax on flour. It was
(ompIained that Canada had become aslaughter market for the United States;the Lower Provinces had become aslaughter market for Ontario. A mer-chant in straightened circumsta-nceshad goods which he could not sell.hat did he do with it ? He packed
1p his tweeds and everything else anddown they went to the Lower Pro-
vinees. Every little village in theLower Provinces had been flooded
with ready-made clothes and other0ods manufactured in Ontario, andtheir merchants had been ruined.
iverything found its level. Water

found its level. Evidently this sort of
thing wouid cure itelf. Depressions
would oceur, they must be expected to
occur, but it was not necessary on
that account that the people of
Ontario should oppress those of the
Lower Provinces. Was it just to
one section of this Dominion to be
trampled on by another section.
This was nothing else but an arbitrary
determination to ruin the people of the
Lower Provinces, and to shut them out
from the market they had enjoyed
year after year, and to which they sent
lumber, fish, pork and other goods, and
got back their produce in return. They
could not sell those goods to the other
Province. Their vessels could not get
to Ontario. H.e would say, with all
deference to the people of Ontario,
whose society he esteemed very much,
who were a fine people, with nothing
cruel or harsh in their natural disposi-
tion, ftat he wanted them to look at
this question from a national point of
view, and not endeavour to trample
down the people of the Lower Pro-
vinces. The suffering in Nova Scotia
was increasing. It was said that Hali-
fax was becoming a village; its down-
ward course had begun, all owing
to Confederation. He asked hor.
members not to carry this thing to ex-
tremes, and to oppose any sectional
tax coming out of the pockets of one
class of people to benefit another part
of the people. He hoped the Govern-
ment would see it wab not just to on-
deavour to harass, to hamper, and to
oppress the people of the Lower
Provinces.

MR. WHITE (East Hastings) said
he believed that, so far as the Ontario
farmers were concerned, they were
not so selfish as to look for a duty on
wheat and flour alone, but would sup-
port a duty on coal also. They wanted
to do justice to the people of Nova
Scotia as well as to the people of On-
tario; their desire was to have a
National Policy in which all sections
of the country would be protected.
The hon. member who had moved this
motion must certainly know that the
farmers of this country would much
rather see a duty imposed on corn,
than on wheat or flour. He must
know well there was more coarse

[ARa1L 2, 1878]uIpply-



1630 Supply-

grain to be sold in bis section of the
country, than flour or wheat. If the
seconder of the motion (Mr. Ross)
were sincere, he would have voted for
the motion of the right hon. member
for Kingston, that al] sections of the
country should be protected, that our
manufacturers and farmers should be
protected, and, that a duty should be
placed on coal, which would give Nova
Scotia a fair, just, and equitable pro-
tection, such as was wanted in Ontario.
It had been said by the seconder of
that motion that the Opposition only
made their motions in order to gain
office; that they were not sincere in
their professions. If they were not
sincere, if the leader of the Opposition
was not sincere, ho was sure there was
no sincerity in either the mover or
seconder of this motion. The secr nder
of the motion had said ho hoped the
Government would see their way clear
to accept this motion, in order to
strengtben themselves in the Province
of Ontario during the coming election.
Who ever heard of such an absurd and
inconsistent proposition coming from
an hon. member who had voted against
every motion that came before this
House, as that which he now said would,
if carried, strengthen the First Minister
and bis Cabinet in the Ontario elec-
tions. It was impossible to expect a
duty on flour and wheat, and other
grains, unless a duty were imposed on
the products of our mines, and upon
ail articles which could be manufac-
tured in the Dominion, so as to protect
all parties interested. A duty on
one article would not be accept-
able to parties in this country.
Any half measure would be regretted,
and the only measure likely to succeed
would be a proposition to impose duties
on corn, barley, oats, wheat, flour, coal.
salt, and on manufactured articles.
That was what they expected and
looked for, and the policy which they
were prepared to vote for. The hon.
the First Minister had criticised the
manner in which the Opposition had
placed before the House that policy
which they believed was most adapted
to the country. It was, however, the
duty of the Opposition to lay before
Parliament the policy which they be-
lieved to be in the interests of the
people, and on that issue they would

ML. WHiT.

go before the electors in the different
constituencies. The hon. member for
West Hastings (Mr. Brown) would
agree with him that the imposition of
a duty on wheat and flour would not be
satisfactory to the county from which
ho came. He trusted, therefore, the
hon. the First Minister would accept
that view, and impose duties on other
articles in addition to those asked by
the mover and seconder of the present
motion. If the hon. the Premier
adopted that course, he would receive
the hearty support of hon. members on
the Opposition side of the House; and,
if re-elected, it would be his duty to
support the hon. gentleman's Govern-
ment, because the county which re-
turned him (Mr. White) desiredi duties
to be placed on the articles he had
mentioned. No doubt the Government
would not be able to accept the motion;
he wished they could do so. He would
vote for it as an instal ment of a general
proteetive policy. The agricultural,
manufacturing and mineral productions
must be protected. He trusted a good
vote would be given in favour of the
motion, which would show the Govern-
ment unmistakeably that, in theirown
camp, and among their own followers,
many of their best supporters were
dissatisfied, and, also, the constituencies
they represented. If the present motion
had been made from the Opposition
side of the House, the hon. the First
Minister would have laughed at it;
but, when hon. members on the Minis-
terial side were thus prepared to vote
want of confidence in the Government,
the hon, gentleman did not state
whether ho accepted the motion
as such or not. The present motion
originated in the hon. the Premier's
own camp, and it was to be hoped that
the guns which had been fired would
arouse the hon. gentleman to the noces-
sities of the country, and compel himi
to adopt measures of relief.

MR. BORDEN said ho quite agreed
with the remarks made by the hon.
member for Queen's (Mr. Forbes), that
the proposal contained in the amend-
ment, if carried out, would have a pre'
judicial effect on the Province of Nova
Scotia, and, in fact, on all the fari-
time Provinces. He did not quite
agree, however, with that hon. mem-
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ber as to the manner in which it
would operate, because, while it would
have a very injurous influence on
those provinces, he did not think it
would be particularly advantageous to
the Province of Ontario. It was well
known that the price of flour was

governed by the Liverpool market,
and, consequently, any tax inposed
upon flour and wheat in this Domin-
ion, of which we have a surplus, would
not increase its price; but it would
have a very unfavourable influence
upon the trade of the Lower Pro-
vinces with the United States. It so
happened that the United States
afforded them a considerable market
for their natural products, and they
had also a very large carrying trade,
indirectly, with that country, through
the West Indies. They thus possessed
the advantage of cheap return freights
on flour, 'varying from 10c. to 25c. per
barrel. While the imposition of a
duty would interfere with this trade,
and thereby iicrease the cost of flour
tothe people of the Lower Provinces,
it would not have the effect of assist-
ing the Ontario farmers in the slight-
est degree. He quite agreed with
the hon. members who had stated that
this proposit'on, to impose a duty on
wheat and flour, could not be con-
sidered independently, but simply as
part of the policy which had already
been proposed by the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, and supported by the
Opposition. It was now well under-
stood that there was a distinct issue
before the people of this country,
namely, that of Protection on the one
hand, and a revenue tariff, such as the
country now possessed, on the other
hand. The former was the declared
policy of the Opposition; the latter,that of the present Government, by
which, the Finance Minister had in-
formed the country, they would either
stand or fall. There could be no doubt
therefore, that this motion could not
be Considered strictly by itself, but in
connection with the general motion, of
whieh it properly formed a part; that
proposition being, to quote from theright bon. member for Kingston's
resolution, " The adoption of a national
pohCy, which, by a judicious readjust-
nIent of the tariff, would benefit and
fester the agricultural, mining, manu-

facturing and other interests of the
Dominion." That was to say, it was a
policy to protect everybody. The
difference between the two policies
was, that the one claimed that all the
industries of the country could be
made prosperous by imposing taxa-
tion, while the other claimed that
whatever taxation was taken out of the
pockets of the people, except what
was actually required for the purposes
of Government, was prejudicial to
their best interests. The right hon.
leader of the Opposition had never
condescended to lay before the House
the modus operandi of his scheme. It
was very easy to insert certain words
in a resolution, but it was somewhat
more difficult to explain to the House
and the country how such particular
industry was to be protected at one
and the same time. They had had a
very striking instance of the impossi-
bility of carrying out such a scheme
in the discussion of the lumber interest,
which, it would be admitted, was one
of the most important industries in the
country, and one which, at the present
time, was most depressed. They found
that hon. members who spoke on be-
half of that interest asked that the
duty on pork, an article entering
largely into the consumption of the
lumberman, should be removed, while,
on the other hand, the representatives
of the farmers were equally anxious
that the duty should be retained.
Thus, it was evident, there was a
direct conflict between the two indus-
tries, and that, in this particular in-
stance, what would protect the lum ber
interest would not protect the farming
interest. Such instances might be
multiplied indefinitely. Another
branch of the subject to which he
would refer for a few minutes was that
connected with the development of
inter-provincial trade. The question
of fostering inter-provincial trade had
been a favourite hobby of the. hon.
member for Cumberland before
Confederation and since. Not long
ago, he (Mr. Borden) carefully ex-
amined the trade returns of Nova Scotia
for 1866, and compared them with those
of 1877 ; 1866 being the year preceding
Confederation. He found that in
1866 the imports of Nova Seotia for
home consumption amounted to over
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$13,090,000; that in 1817, on this im
mensely reduced importation, Nova
Scotia paid a tax into the revenue o1
$75,00 in excess of that paid in 1866
to w bich ho would allude further on
It tlis appeared there had been a fall
ing tii in their import trade of ovei
$4,000,000, and, making allowances foi
the trade in 1866 with Canada, New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island
which was not now included in the
trade returns, it would still remain
over $2,500,000. The people of Nova
Scotia were thus, apparently, consum
ing less in 1877 than they did in 1866
Quite the opposite, however, in the
natural course of things, must be thc
case. From the export returns he
found that, during the same period,
their export trade had increased by
about $1,500,000. Therefore. ho
thought it fair to infer that the gen-
eral consumption of the people had
increased largely, and that at least
$2,000,000 should be added to the dif
ference, $2,500,000, to make up the
total difference between 1866 and 1877
to be accounted for. The only way in
which they could account for it was
that, instead of importing American
and English goods, they were now
purchasing those goods in Canada, and
from the evidence given before the
Commnittee on the coal question, last
Session, it appeared, on the authority
of a Halifax merchant, that the pur-
chases made by Nova Scotia from
Ontario and Quebec amounted to
83,600,000 ; $2,000,000 of which were
manufactured gcods and the remainder
flour. The export trade from Nova
Scotia to those Provinces, as against
the large volume of imports, had not
increased, and was less than $500,000,
of whicb coal and fish made up the
principal part. An examination of
the trade returns for the past eleven
years would. reveal the fact that the
Upper.Provinces were rapidly monop-
olizing the trade of Nova Scotia in
manufactured goods; that the imports
from Great Britain alone had fallen off
about $2,000,000, and that those from
the United States had remained about
stationary, except in the article of
flour, which had fallen off. Nova
Scotia's t] ade with Canada in fleur now
amounted to about $1,500,000, and ber
purchases of Canadian manufactures
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- reached at ieast $2,000,000. Thus, the
tfaliing o1f in thoir imports was ex.

piaiined by Vhe rapid. incre-ase in their
* lurdhiases from the Upper Provinces,

whicb, before Confederation, under a
-low tariff, but one operating agrainst

Canada equally with the rest of the
world, did net reach one-twentieth of
their present amounit. Onle effect of
this altered course of trade upon -Nova
Scotia was especiaill«v notewerthy, and

i that wvas, that while they were
t pain Vhe Vax of 17ý, per cent.; over

-and above the eost of- their $2,000,000
worth of goods in Eugiand or~ the
United States, it was net going into
the revenue of the country, but into
the pockets of the Caîiadian rnanufac.
tut-ers; while, ut the same time, owinrg
to the increase of duities-tbe rcsuit c'f
Confoderation--tbey were actualiy

*paying more rnoney into tIe Vreasury,
aithougli their imports were one-foiirtb
less than in 1866. llad, therefore,

*their importations con tinued at their
former rate, Nova Scotia would be pay.
ing, at leýast 8500)000 more into the
revenue, which ivas iiow going to sweli
Vhe profits of the Ilpper Canadian
manufacturers. It was thus evident
that the adoption of the poiicy pro-
posed by the Opposition, te foster and
encourage the mnanufacturers by the
implosition of a highei' tariff, wouid
operate directly against the interests
of the Maritime Provinces, by cein-
pelling them. to purchase stili more
Jargely from the IJpper provinces, and
at higher prices. Another part of the
proposition of the leader of the OP-
position showel conclusively what
kind of tariff they wonld. propose te
adopt, and that was tIe reference te 9.
CCl'eciprocity of tariffs with Our ncigh-
bours ", which meani, of course, the
ado-ption of the tariff of thc IJnited
States. le would like te eail the at-
tention of the farming population of
the Lower Provinces te the elfect Of
such a tariff upon their interOsts. Ail1
kinds of appliance,, used in farmnllg
operatiens would bave a duty Of frein
35 te 50 per cent. imnposed on ton
instcad of Vhe present 7- per cent
Hie lad referred te the duty propose
on fleur, whicb, by the adoption Of the
Amierican tariff, wotuld be 20 per cent,
and which would aise operate ag9.iflt
the fariner of the Lower Provinces in
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Ile way already pointed out. Then,
take the case of the mechanies, such
as blaeksmiths and carpenters. The
dluty on bar iron in the United States
raumed from 35 to 65 per cent., while
:n ti>is country it was only 5 per cent.
Ege tools in the United States paid a
dirtv of from 35 to 50 per cent., while
the'Canadian duty was 17î per cent.
Add to this an increase of from 20 to

po per cent. to the 17½ per cent. duty
on clothing, and boots and shds, and
"me idea could be formed of the effect
of a reciprocity of tariffs with the
United States. From those facts, it
a1peated tiat anythinglike an attempt

force further an inter-provincial
trade by a retaliatory policy against
the United States, which was, after
-i, the real meaning of a "reciprocity
4f tariffs," would be exceedingly
tastrous to all the Lower Pro-

vinces; and he could not allow
tie present opportunity to pass
without expressing his strongest con-
,lennation ofany attempt being made

>ring about in this country tho
aothings now existng in the

titei States. Such a policy was detri-
mental to the best interests of the
hoe Dominion and especially those
t tie Maritime Provinces. Hie did

tithik that inembers' from those
vinces could be fairlv charged with

natlism in pressing their views,
cause they were sent to Parliament
represent the interests of their con-
uents, and, to a very large extent,

hxtever were their interests were
e ofi the whole Dominion. It was

ptti)ossible to injure a part without in-
tig the whole. He was satisfied

Zwaî1atnent, in its wisdom, would not
et any legislation that would op-
jecs any particular Province.

R. McQUADE said he was glad to
rve tiat hon. gentlemen opposite

ere, one by one, taking theriglit steps for the protection
r* the interests of farmers. Ha

rUtesented a farning constituency,
e wished it to be understood by

h flouse that he was only sorry that
lte hn. gentleman had not gone a
'ttle further into the matter thananerely to ask for protection on wheat

ai lour. These concerned only a
y small part of the interests of the
103

farmers which required protection.
He had taken the trouble to look over
some figures regarding the loss that
our agriculturists sustained in this
Dominion. He found that in 1877,
on barley alone, which was one
of the great products on which they
made money in the West, they lost
very heavily. The imports of Ameri-
can barley alone amounted to 368,426
bushels, which came in duty free, and
which, if itwas charged the sameduty
that the Americans charged u-, 15c.
per bushel, would furnish the amount
of$55,263.90 to the country, which was
now lost. These were facts which the
Ilouse could not deny. He also found
that we imported of American oats
1,697,706 bushels, free of duty, which,
if charged 10c. per bushel, duty, as the
Americans charged us, would give
$169,770.60. We imported of peas and
beans 8,042 bushels, which at 20e. ad
valorém, would give $1,608.40 ; of rye
65,414 bushels, which at 15c. a bushel
would give $9,812.10 ; of corn 8,260,039
bushels, which at 10c. per bushel,
duty, would give $826,003.90; and of
wheat 4,589,027 bushels, which at 20c.
per bushel, the Anerican duty on our
grain, would give 8917,805.40 ; the
sum total of loss to our agriculturists
on the grain imported into Canada, in
1877, was 81,980,264.30, and still, the
hon. the First Minister stated that the
farmers wanted no protection, and
that they could take care of them-
selves. If the farmers nover had any
care taken of them until the hon. the
First Minister undertook the duty, ho
thought that they would be hard up.
The hon. gentleman said that the far-
mers were well off. This was the
case; but he claimed that this was
wholly due to the laborions industry
of the agriculturists. They did not go
into bankruptcy to become prosperous,
but they became rich by hard work;
and this Government was trying to
grind them down and keep them under ;
but he hoped that the day was not far
distant when there would be a change.
He found that the exports of the grain
from the Dominion to the United
States were as follows: of barley,
6,243,033 bushels, on which, at 15c. per
bushel-which every man in the louse
in his heart and conscience knew was
the first thing taken out of the
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price of their grain-$936,554.65 were
paid in duty; of beans, 118,281
busbels, on which, at 20 per cent.,
$23,584 were paid in duty, ocasioning
a loss to that amount to our agricul-
turists; of corn we did not export very
much, but on this, a duty was charged
by the Americans. We exported 405
bushels, and the loss was $40.50; of
oats we exported 72,378 bushels, which,
at 10 per cent., occasioned a loss of
$7,237.80 in duty; of peas, 4,i04,720
bushels, which, at 20 per cent. ad valo-
reni, represented a loss of $75,968.20
in duty; of rye, 95,065 bushels, occa-
sioning a loss in duty of $14,259.75; of
wheat, 348,946 bushels, which, at 20C.
a bushel, represented a loss of
869,789.20. He found the total amount
we had lost in the export of grain dur-
ing 1877 was $1,127,443. These
were facts that could not be re-
futed. With the permission of the
House ho would give the return as
to the live stock imported into and ex-
ported from this country. He found
that the duty which the present Gov-
ernment charged the Americans was
only half the amount which the latter
charged Canadian exporters of live
stock. He found that there had been
imported from the United States 8,055
head of horned cattle of the value of
$221,306, while the duty anounted to
822,130.90. He found also that
the number of horses imported was
1,473 head,the value of which amounted
to $76,700, and the duty to $7,670. The
Minister of the Interior made greatfun
last summer in a speech which ho de-
livered, as to the number of sheep im-
ported into this country, and stated
that only three sheep were imported
into the Province of Ontario in 1876,
which was true. But the hon. Minis-
ter should have told the crowd of inno-
cent farmers whom ho was addressing
the whole truth. The fact was that
the number of sheep imported into the
Dominion in 1876 was over 11,000.
This year 11,617 head of sheep, worth
$21,817, were imported, the duty there-
on being 82,181.70. The number
of swine imported was 13,609, their
value $181,097, and the duty paid
for them amounted to 818,109.70.
The total amount of duty charged on
on these imports then was $50,091.40,
while by following the tactics of the

MR. MOQUADE.

United States Government it might
have reached $100,182.80. Stili it was
said the farmers did not wart Protee.-
tion. The ad valorem duty charged h
the Americans upon live stock ini-
ported into that country was 20 per
cent., whereas Canada only charged 10
per cent. During the year 1877,
7,496 horses, of the value of $668,467,
were exported to the UTnited State
and of that sum $133,693.40 was
given upby tlefarmersof this countri-
to pay the duty charged by the Unitei
States Government. Of horned cattie,
13,851 had been exported, their total
value being $268,317, while the loss to
the seller amounted to $53.663.40. lIe
found that we exported 1,944 head et
swine of the value of $Ll,37H, the dutr
being $2,275.20, Of sheep, 198,821)
were exported; the value of these
amounted to $536,648, and the loss to
the seller, in consequence of the dutv
charged, $107,329.60. About $296,961,
or one-fifth of the total exports of live
stock to Canada, therefore, vas lost te
the seller, and yet the First Minister oi
the Crown said the larmers could take
care of themselves. The hon the
First Minister was very liberal
in the way of distributing our
steel rails. A, plan was on foot for
building a railroad in the county
which ho (Mr. McQuade) came from,
and the seconder of the resolu-
ion was a director of that roa!.
He hoped, therefore, that the
First Minister would consent to
give some rails for the purpose 01
pushing that road ahead. He said he
understood the First Minister and
some more of the faithful wer e commi
to the county ho represented with th
intention of making a " big pUsh,
and, as the hon. the First Minister hd
been so liberal in giving and lendin.
iron or steel rails to the hon. member
for Queen's, N.B., (Mr. Ferris), he
thought he might send some rals t'
finish the extension of the Midland
Railway. This reminded him thit no
less a sum than $3,000 was said té-
have been paid for the storage Of somW
rails intended for the railroads (
British Columbia-for storage i the
open air. That was economywit
vengeance. Another matter to wbl(
he would like to refer was the Eme
gration Department. One hon. ge-
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tleman said it was cruel to bring
people into this country and leave
them to the mercy of their neigh-
bours. le (Mr. MeQuade) thought it
would be better for the Government to
devote the money they had spent in
this way to the transport of farmers'
sons to Manitoba, where there was a
great tract of land, and encourage
them to settle there. It would be
much wiser for the Govern ment to give
fa'rmers' sons, or immigrants, a year's
provisions and a cow, as had been
done in the old times in the township
ïn which e lived, and those men were
now prosperous and good settiers.
Many of those immigrants who had
been brought out, and left without em-
Iloyment or ineans of living, had been
'a burden upon the neighbours where
they were loft; others, who had
means, had either returned home or
gone to the United States, and had
given Canada a bad name. Even in
this city of Ottawa, he could see hun-
dreds of men struggling for employ-
ment, and unable to get it. Why,
then, had the Government, in 1876,
gone to the expense of bringing a
great number of emigrants from
France, and then was forced to send
them home again at an expense of
$5,00 ? Who paid tliose expenses ?
The farmers, as a rule, and the sooner
a stop was put to this useless emigra-
tion the better. He hoped a hearty
vote would be given for this resolution,
and that other hon. gentlemen would
bring forward something else of the
sarn kind. With respect to the
Goderich Harbour job, he was satisfied
that $30,OQ0 had been lost to the
<ountry through the bad management
of the First Minister, who had refused
"o give the contract to the lowest ten-
derers, and the only excuse he could

ive for doing so was that he had of-
fered to do the work too cheap, and
that he was a farmer. Still, he had a
letter from the hon. member for South
Bruce, saving that Mr. Moore, who got
the contact, was. bis friend. WhereWere the men who had taken office to
govern and save the country? Yearafter year he was astonished to find
they had left, and it appeared just as

n001 as they could get office they
h.kd after themselves, and loft the

ship of State to sink or swim. The
1031

lion. Mr. Simpson, when going around
electioneering, had said that ho did not
buy voters with money, but had mes-
merized them; and it appeared the
right hon. member for Kingston was
mesmerizing a good many of the Gov-
ernment supporters with his new
policy, and he hoped they would soon
all be mesmerized and the country
with theni.

Mit. FISET said that the motion of
the hon. member for West Hastings
(Mr. Brown) would be so important in
its results, if carried, for the Province
of Quebec, and particularly for the
county which he had the honour to re-
present, that he could not let it pass
without making a few remarks. The
hon. member had not spoken of the
great inconvenience and harm which
the imposition of the tax proposed
would cause, save with respect to the
Provinces of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, but the hon. gentleman
might aiso have mentioned in this con-
nection the Province of Quebec. There
were few counties in that Province
which produced enough wheat for the
needs of their inhabitants. He would
select one as an exemplification of this
fact,-the county of -Rimouski. This
county scarcely produced one-half of
wheat which was necessary for the
consumption of those who lived in it.
He could also mention in this regard
the counties of Bonaventure and Gaspé,
and many others, where the results of
the harvest did not afford enough for
the support of their population; and
if a tax was imposed on wheat and
flour, this policy would immediately
levy an impost on one of the
first and most important articles
of consumption. The hon. mem-
ber for Queen's (Mr. Forbes) saw
that not only the Province of Nova
Scotia, but also the Province of Que-
bec was seriously interested in this
matter. When the hon. member made
this motion, several members of the
Opposition, and, above all, members
from the Province of Ontario, smiled
and applauded. But, though this was
the case, ho believed that the members
from tbe Province of Quebec who be-
longed to the Opposition side of the
House, were far from smiling. The8e
hon. gentlemen had voted for the
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motion of the bon. member for Kings-
ton, and that evening they founcd them-
selves under obligation also to vote-if
they wished to be consistent-for this
motion. If these hon. gentlemen did
so, they would be consistent, innsmucih
as they had supported the motion of
the hon. member for Kingston, for,
after all, it was not necessary to dis-
simulate. The motion made this
evening was found comprehended in
the first motion made by the hon.
member for Kingston. When the
latter was made, it appeared like the
Pandora's box, which, by its exterior
beauties invited admiration, but he was
certain that the hon. gentlemen from
that the Province of Quebec, who
belonged to that Province, would, in
the end,perceive that, in common with
Pandora's box, this motion enclosed
more of evil than of good. If this tax
was imposed, as the hon. member for
Quebec said, whom would it profit? It
would benefit the western portion of
the Dominion-the Provinces of On-
tario and Manitoba, and, perhaps, the
Province of British Columbia ; it
would not at ail benefit the eastern
portion of the Dominion; but, on the
contrary, it would prove to be the
heaviest tax that could be lhvied upon
that section of our population. He
would feel it to be his duty to vote
against this motion, in company with
the hon. member for Queen's.

Mn. MILLS moved the adjournment
of the debate.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned at

Twenty-five minutes past
Twelve o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 3rd April, 1878.

PRAYERS.

PRIVATE BILLS.

I ESoUTION PBOPOSED.

MR. HOLTON moved that, in ac-
cordance with the recommendation of
the Committee on Banking and Com-
merce, the time for the reception
of reports on Private Bills be extended
for one week from the 4th inst.

Motion agreed to.
MR. FISET.

MR. IOLTON moved that the time
for receiving Reports from Committees
on Private Bills, be extended to
Lhursday, the 11th instant, in accord-
ance with the recommendation of the
Select Standing Committee on Banking
and Commerce.

Motion agreed to.

GENERAL RAILWAYS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.-[BILL No. 67.1

FIRST READING.

Ma. ROSS (West Middlesex) intro-
duced a Bill (No. 67) to amend the
General Act respecting Railways.
He said that in the ameridment
of the General Railway Act,
chapter 24, Statutes of 1815, no
provision was made whereby a railway
company could build a sidings to a
warehouse, elevator and wharf; and
it was proposed to so amend this
clause of the Act as to empower such
compaiies to extend their sidings to a
warehouse, elevator or wharf. Again,
in chapter 24, no provision was made
whereby a railway company could ex-
tend its sidings which were partially
used by another railway company;
and it was proposed to amend it so
that it should be lawful for such a cor
pany to extend sidings whether used
by the company solely or jointly with
other companies. These were the only
two amendments proposed.

Bill read the first tine.

SUPREME COURT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BILL No. 68.]

FIRST READING.

MR. LAFLAMIME introduced a Bill
(No. 68) To amend the Act 38 Victoria.
chapter 11,intituled " An Act to estab-
lish a Supreme Court and a Court Of
Exchequer for the Dominion of
Canada." He said the Bill was intro-
duced to increase the number of the
terms of the Supreme Court from two
to four ; also to regulate the appeals
from the Lower Provinces where there
was no limitation with respect to ap-
peal. An appeal could be brough
fron the Maritime provinces for 5,
and it was proposed to make the ap
pealable sum $400 and upwards. The
appealable amount for the Province 'I

Quebec was maintained at $2,000, and
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in the Province of Ontario this was
regulated by the laws of that Province.
Appeals were also made to include all
constitutional questions relating to the
interpretation of Statutes; and pro-
vision was moreover made with re-
spect to any case of disqualification of
Judges sitting in this Court,in order to
prevent unjust delay. For instance,
he had been informed that two of the
Judges from the Province of Quebec
would be diqualified from sitting in
two or three important cases owing to
the fact that they had been consulted
with respect to, or conoerned in them,
in the Court below.

Ma. MAcDONNELL said he would
reserve his extended remarks on the
Bill until the second reading. In the
meantime, he wished to enter his pro-
test against any limitation of the
amount for which an appeal might be
had with respect to the laws of the
Province from which he had the honour
to come. It was known that in that
Province they had only two Courts of
any consequence, the County Court and
the Supreme Court, differing in this
respect from the Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec, where they had Courts of
Appeal and Review, and other Courts
of which he knewnothing. Itwas not
the pecuniary amount involved that
should be made the criterion as to
whether appeals should be allowed or
not. A great principle of law might
Le involved, or a man's detention; and
questions might be involved which
would be excluded by this Bill-that
representel interests much higher, and
much greater, and much more sacred
than more money considerations ; and,therefore, ho took the earliest possible
opportunity of expressing his regret
that the hon. the Minister of Justice
had introduced this Bill, and intended
to vary the law from what it was at
present. H1e reserved any lengthened
observations on the subject for a future
occasion.

Bill read the first time.

PENITENTIARIES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.--[BILL No. 69.]

FIRST READING.

Ma. LAFLAMME introduced a Bill
(No. 69) To amend section 8 of the
Penitentiaries Act of 1875. lie said that

the amendment proposed had respect
to the St. John Penitentiary, fron
whence short-tern- prisoners were a]-
lowed to be removed, in accordance
with a special provision of the
Act, which referred only to this
year; and it was intended to extend
this provision for another year, in order
to afford time for the completion of the
penitentiary. It was thought, when
the Bill was first introduced, that the
penitentiary would, by this time, be
completed ; but it had not as yet been
terminated, and it was found necessary
to extend the provision in question for
another year.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Has
the hon. gentleman got the consent of
the Governor-General to this Bill ?

MR. MACKENZIE: How does the
Bill require it ?

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
want to know.

MR. MACKENZIE: I do not think
that this isrequired.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
do not think it either ; but the Lieu-
tenant Governor of Quebec thought
that every Bill requires the Governor's
consent.

MR. DEVLIN : That is far fetched.
Bill read the first time.

INSURANCE ACT OF 1877.

QUESTION.

MR. KILLAM enquired, Which
Life insuranceo Companies have given
notice to the Minister of Finance of
their intention to avail themselves of
the p:ovîso contained in sub-See-
tion 2 of Section 7, of the Insurance
Act of 1877; and also, what are the
names of the Insurance Companies in-
corporated elsewhere than in Canada,
which have not applied before the 31st
iMarch in this year, for a renewal of
their licenses under the 3rd Section of
the said Aet.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: The com-
panies which have given notice of
their intention to avait themselves of
proviso sub-Section 2 of Section 7, of
the Act referred to, are: the London
and Lancashire, the North British and
Mercantile, the Reliance, the Royal,
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and the Standard-British Companies;
the Ætna Life, the Equitable, the
Travellers', and the Union Mutual,-
American Companies. Sub-Section 2,
I may remark, in passing, simply ena-
bles them to require that' the policies
issued previous to the 31st of March,
1878, are not to be affected by the Act.
This is in no respect an interference
with their future business. As to the
second part of my hon. friends ques-
tion, I may say that, before passing
the Act, the following companies had
aut.hority to transact new business in
Canada :-The British Mutual, the
Positive, the Scottish Provident, the
Scottish Provincial, and the United
States. Of those which have given
notice under the 17th Section of the
Act, to discontinue business, the names
are as follows:-The Edinburgh Life,
the Life Association of Scotland, and
the Scottish Amicable. The Life As-
sociation, however, I ought, perhaps,
to mention, although it bas discon-
tinued new business, has given notice
under sub-Section 2 of Section 7, to
which I have referred, so that it may
avail itself of this proviso, if it chooses
to resume business. The American
companies which have given notice to
dhcontinue, are the New York, the
North - Western, Milwaukee, the
Phoenix, and the Hartford. The At-
lantic Mutual is in the bands of a re-
ceiver, and, of course, it bas not
received any renewal of its licenses.

MR. KILLAMI: Are the licenses of
the others renewed ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT; Well, the
hon. gentleman does not enquire as to
that point.

MR. IILLAM: Yes ; [ asked the
names of the companies which have
not applied before the 31st of March
for renewal, and if they have not
applied for renewal, they, of course,
have discontinued business.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: I speak from
memory, but I think that these are the
only ones that have not applied. I
did not observe the exact form of the
question. The Companies I have men-
tioned have given notice of intention
to discontinue, and I think that, in all
cases, they would give notice.

31R. CARTWRIGHT.

CHARGES AGAINST MARINE ANID
FISBERIES AGENT IN BRITIS1

COLUMBIA. -

MOTION FOR COItRESPONDENCE.

SiRa JOHN A. MACDONALD, for
MR. DEWDNEY, moved for all corres,
pondence from whatever source whieh
led to an investigation before Mr.
Justice Gray, into accusations made
against the agent of Marine and Fish-
eries in British Columbia; also for the
report of Mr. Justice Gray, with the
evidence taken at the enquiry.

MR. MACKENZIE said he was not
certain at that moment that lie was
familiar with all the particulars con-
nected with the case under investiga-
tion, nor was he certain whether some
of the correspondence asked was not of
a more or less confidential nature. it
was sent to Mr. Justice Gray in the
absence of any person whom lie could
fairly entrust with the exercise of the
judicial functions necessary in such an
investigation, and there might be some
delicate matters connected with it
which he would bardly care to make
public till he had time to look over the
papers. Perhaps, therefore, the hon.
gentleman would Jet the matter drop
at present, and he would have an
opportunity of making his motion on
another occasion.

Sira JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it occurred to him that when this
matter was before the sub-Committee
it was understood that, when a notice of
motion was given and a motion after-
wards made, if the Government asked
it to stand over, it would not be
dropped but keep its place till further
enquiries were made into the subject.

MaR. MACKENZIE: I have "o
objection to that. We will be able,
before Wednesday next,to say whethel
we can give the correspondence or noS

THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

MOTION FOR AN ADDRESS TO TE I-

MR. BIUNSTER moved that an humble
address be presented to Her Majesty
the Queen praying that, Majesty mayb
graciously pleased to re-appoint
Excellency the Earl of Dufferin S

Governor-General of t'his Donio'e
for another term, at the expiration J
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his present term of office as Governor-
General. le said he folt ho was only
expressing the enthusiastic and warm
desire, not only of every member of the
Jouse, but also of the people at large,
from the Atlantic to the Pacifie. He
knew and felt that this was a delicate
matter, and, as a rule, the introduction
of the Governor-General's name in that
louse vas to lie avoided. But there
were exceptions to every rule, and ho
,ooked upon the case which he now
lrought before the House as one of an
cxceptional nature, and considered it
mnost desirable that the proposal ho
muade should be carried into effect. lie
felt it most desirable that the Governor-
General of this Dominion should be
a gentleman, who should possess

thorough knowledge of the vast
interests committed to bis charge,
.an1d who should take a warm in-
terest in the advancement of the Dom-
inion in every way. It was beyond
doubt that Lord Dufferin had shown
more interest in the prosperity of this
country than any previous Governor-
General had done, and had made the
name of the Dominion of Canada
known and honoured both at home
and abroad. He (Mr. Bunster) could
not but feel that, in losing Lord
I)uffrin, the Dominion was losing her
best friend. Lord Dufferin had
.hown an unbounded generosity and
Iospitality, such as we had
rarely experienced in this country,
and he had made the people
of this country feel that ho had not
cone bere Io enrich himself at their
expense. le believed it was the feel-
ig of the people that the present
GOvernor-General should remain in
office for another term, and ho felt
satisfiod that, in acceding to the motion
he had the honour to move, the House
would be supported by the entire
co)untry. He believed, also, that if the
salary attached to the office was made
8100,000, instead of what it now was,

would meet with the acceptance of
ine people, because the sum, large as
it seemed, would be spent in tho coun-
try, and the increase would, thus, not
e Iaissed. If a vote by ballot could

b taken on this matter, he was con-
v nced Lord Dufferin would be unani-
r:mously re-elocted.

'a. MACKENZIE: I am sure we
11ppreciate the motives which in-

duced the hon. member for Vancouver
to move bis present motion. But,
while every one in the Honse, without
exception, would be very glad to do or
say anything which would give plea-
sure to His Excellency the Governor-
General, this, at the samne time, I may
teli the hon. gentleman, is a mode of
procedure entirely without precedeni,
and one vhich would bc very incon-
venient if proceeded with i n the House.
I propose, on Monday or Tuesday
next, to submit to the House, for its
consideration and adoption, an Address
to His Excellency, on the occasion of
his leaving the government of this
Dominion, and the hon. gentleman and
others will thon have an opportunity
of testifying all their warm apprecia-
tion of those qualities which have
endeared him to the people of this
country. In the meantime, I must
ask the hon. gentleman to withdraw
bis motion, as one which it would not
be desirable, under existing circum-
stances, to proceed with,land I am sure
he will feel that the request I make is
not an unreasonable one, and will
concur in the view I have expressed.

Sim JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
entirely concur in the proposition
made by my bon. friend the First Min-
ister. I am glad the leader of this House
proposes to offer a just tribute to His
Excellency the Governor-General on lis
approaching departure, which we all
regret for our sakes, if not for bis own.
I think, with the hon. leader of the
Government, that it would be wise if
my hon. friend from Vancouver would,
under these circumstances, withdraw
the motion ho has made. When the
matter comes again, he will have a full
opportunity of expressing bis feelings
of admiration, esteem and regard for
the hon. gentleman at the bead of the
govern ment of this country.

MR. MITCHELL: I wish to make
some observations on the matter. I
entirely concur with the suggestions
made by the leader of the Government
and the hon. gentleman with whom I
generally act in this House. I take
the opportunity, in consequence of in-
terpretations put on my remarks on a
former occasion, to state that I enter-
tain fbr the gentleman at the bead of
the Government of this country the
very highest respect and esteem, and I
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think it is only paying to that gentle-
man a just tribute of respect. As a
man of talent and ability, who bas
acted with judgment, discretion and
great tact, be deserves such an expres-
sion of good wishes as the Government
have intimated their intention of ask-
ing this House to concur in.

MR. BUNSTER: Before withdraw-
ing My motion, I desire to make a
few remarks. I concur in the opinion
expressed, that we have no right to
make a precedent of this kind, but I
claim that, in every sense, we have a
right to petition, and this is merely a
petition to Her Majesty the Queen, in
the ordinary sense, similar to that
adopted by the old Parliament of
Canada, for the release of Smith
O'Brien, and other Irish patriots.
However, seeing the leader of the
Government and the leader of the Op-
position are against me, also the leader
of the Left Centre, I will withdraw the
motion which I expected would have
met with an unanimous vote of ap-
proval.

Motion, with leave ofthe House, u·ith-
drawn.

HARBOUR MASTER OF COLLINGWOOD.

MOTION FOR PAPERS,

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD, for
Mr. McCARTHY, moved for a copy of the
Order in Council regulating and de-
termining the rights, powers and
duties imposed on the Harbour Master
for the Port of Collingwood, and fixing
his remuneration, and any other Order
or Orders amending the same; and a
statement showing the moneys received
by the Harbour Master of the said
Port for the year ending on the 3lst
day of December 'ast, and how mach
bas been retained thereof, and how
much been paid over to the Receiver-
Jeneral.

Motion agreed to.

SECTION 12 OF THE INTERCOLONIAL
RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD, for
Mr. MAc DONNELL, moved for all papers
and correspondence between the hon.
the Minister of Public Works

11R. MITCIIELL.

and Messrs. Sumner and Somers, con.
tractors for the construction of Section
No. 12 of tho Intercolonial Railroad.
and also all reports and correspondence
on the part of the Chief and Assstant
Engineers in connection with the con.
struction of said section, and the elaims
of said Messrs. Sumner and Somers
therefor.

Motion agreed to.

CATTLE KILLED ON INTE.COLONIAL
RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. TLPPER moved for copies of
all correspondence between the Goï.
ernment or any official of the Depart.
ment of Publie Works or of the Inter-
colonial Railway and Solomon Keiver,
in reference to a claim for the value of
an ox killed on the railway near Spring
Hill Station; also, copies of all corres-
pondence between the Public Works
Department or any officer of the Inter-
colonial Railway and Robert Boomer,
of iBrookfield, in the county of Col-
chester, in reference to a claim for the
value of an ox killed on the railway
near Brookfield, in September, 1875;
also, copies of all correspondence be-
tween the Public Works Departmemit
or any official of the Intercolonial
Railway and Hl. A. Davison, of Black
River, in reference to a claim for a
horse killed on the railway l:
October last. He said be regretted that
the hon. the First Minister was nlot il'
his seat at the present moment, because
if he (Mr. Tupper) received somne
information which he so.ught. he would
withdraw his motion. Perbaps, how
ever, the Minister of Finance or one 01
bis colleagues would be able to let hin'
know what he desired. Since the mo-
tion was placed on the notice paper, a
measure had been brougbt in by the
First Minister for the purpose-of deal-
ing with matters of this kind, and if b
(Mr. Tupper) could receive an assur-
ance that the means provided under
that Act would be used on an early day
for the purpose of investigating those
claims referred to in the motion, he
would withdraw it.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said, on that
understanding, he would cali the atten-
tion of the hon. the First Minister to
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the iatter, and ho had no doubt ho

would agree to the suggestion.

Motion, with leave of the Hlouse, with-

drawn.

REBATE 0F DUTIES ON AMERICAN MER-
CHANDIZE.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

MR. JONES (South Leeds) moved
for statement of ail rebate of duties on
merchandize of any kind imported
from the United States into the Pro-
vinces of Ontario and Quebec for the
fiscal years 1875 and 1876, and 1876
and 1877, Up to the lst January, 1878;
the names of parties to whom and the
cause for which such rebate or rebates
were made.

MR. BURPEE (St. John) asked if
the hon. gentleman referred to cases in
which refunds were made.

Ma. JONES said ho meant all kinds
of merchandize on which, for some rea-
son, too high a duty had been paid at
the port of shipment from the United
States, and cases where the actual in-
voiced price of goods only should have
been paid.

MR. BURPEE said the return would
have to be obtained from the various
ports where the refunds had been
made, but the Department would do
what they could to obtain the required
information as soon as possible.

Ma. TUPPER said there were sev-
eral instances in which the manufac-
turers in Canada had complained of
the Government admitting merchan-
dize that came into competition with
that of our own country, at a valuation
altogether inadeq uate to what the mer-
chandize could ho produced for. He
had been told that iron bridges had been
erected in Canada within the last fewv
years, and that manufactured bridge
iron had been imported into the coun-
try at a rate of value altogether inade-
quate and far below what any person
could purchase such material for
either in Canada or the United
States. It was not right to give
parties outside of this country such
Opportunities for bringng their manu-
factured materials into the country, in
cofmpetition with our own industries;
at al events, we should have the

advantage of the imposts which the
law fixed upon such manufactures.
Our manufacturers would not be pro-
tected even to the extent of our own
tariff, unless the valuation was quite
equal to the cost the articles were
manufacturod for in the country fromt
which they came. If the resolution
did r.ot include an enquiry into this mat-
ter, lie was very desirous that it should
do so.

3R. JONES said ho was very glad to
accede to the suggestion of the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Tupper), for ho was
aware that a large quantity of goods
were brought into this country al a
valuation at which it was impossible
the goods could have been made. He
thouglit a more efficient system of ap-
praising was needed, and that this
country was robbed of hundreds and
thousands of dollars every year
through the present deficient system
of appraising the imports. He would
be glad to know if the Government
were prepared to appoint as appraisers.
men who unde;stood every de.crip-
tion of goods coming into the
country. By adopting such a system,
hundreds and thousands of dollars of
the people's money would be saved.

Ma. BERTRAM said ho knew a case
in which an iron bridge was in-
ported into this country at a
valnation much below its cost. but
afterwards it was seized, and a con-
siderable amount of duty demanded
upon it over and above the valuation.
He believed the attention of the
Department had been called to the
importance of this matter some time
ago, and ho only rose to press upon
the Governmeint that the full amount
of duty should be exacted on all goods
manufactured in other countries.

MR. PLUMB said ho believed that
the manufacturers of the United
States were in the habit of
duplicating invoices in order to
pass their goods into this country
at less than their value. He had often
heard complaints of that kind, and he
knew the abuse vas very common.
He thought there should be some
special means taken to ascertain when
there was any notorious or obvious in-
stance of evading the law by that
method. It was a great hardship to
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-our manufacturers in Canada, not only
to be sub)jected to the pressing compe-
tition of the manufacturers of the
United States without protection, but
that those manutacturers should be
allowed to bring in their goods at
cven less than the tariff rate. It was
notorious throughout the country that
abuses of this kind were constantly
taking place, and that the Government
were deprived of even the small duties
inposed by the revenue law. H1e
would undertake to state that, instead
of the 17½ per cent. which we oughtto
get on tho 171 per cent list. ve did
not get in reality over 10 per cent.,
and he fancied that, in many cases, we
did not get even that. He trusted that
what had been saidt would draw the at-
tention of the Minister of Customs to
this flagrant violation of the law, and
that he would cause some enquiry to
be made into this abuse, which was
yearly increasing, and which was doing
the greatest harn to the best interests
of the country.

Ma. YOUNG said he had given some
attention to the matter, and he be-
lieved it was quite correct, as stated by
the hon. member for Peterboro' (Mr.
Bertram), that action had been trken
by the Department to prevent goods
being brought into this country from
the United States at lower prices than
they could be bought in this country.
He believed this course was still pur-
sued, and so far from the statement of
the hon. member for Niagara (Mr.
Plumb) being correct, that this evil
was increasing,it w-as the very opposite.
The attention of the Government hav-
ing been directed to the matter, steps
were taken for preventing persons from
invoicing goods at a lower rate than
they cost on the other side, and the
evil was not growing in any way what-
ever; and so far from the amount of
duty paid being only 10 per cent on the
1½-L per cent. list in the Press, a charge
was brought against the Government
of having chargcd more than 20 per
cent. on certain goods imported. So
the conp)laints of the lion. gentleman
had been met before they were made,
and complete justiee wzas being donc
in the matter.

MR. MITCHELL said he quite
agreed with the hon. gentleman who

Ma. PLt 3U.

had last spoken that the evil was not
on the increase, but ho had no hesita-
tion in saying that there was an evil,
and that it was localized. If they tool
the smaller p>rts,they would find cases
such as those referred to by the hon.
member for Niagara, where goods were
undervalued, but in Montreal and the
larger ports a strict scrutiny obtainel.
He knew one person who had some
difficulty with his goods. It was an
iron bridge, and the gentleman wrote
to him asking him what was the law
and what was his rernedy. le stated
that the gentlemen at that port were
making him value his goods at
more than he supplied thom,
and ho knew for a fact
that the gentleman had somedifficulty
in obtaining redress. He pointed out
to the appraiser the incorrectness of
the valuation, but the same difficulty
arose there as in regard to the railway
management, the officer of that De-
partment, the Collector of Customs,
being, by law, one of the appraisers,
having the selection of other ap-
praisers. They appraised the oods
at more than they were worth, and
although the gentleman produced afli-
davits as to their cost, he had to pay
something like 50 per cent. additional
duty. The evil in the port of Montrcal
was carried to the other extreime.
fHe thought there should be some uni-
form system of valuing goods, that tUe
value should be ascertained by soine
regular method, and now that the at-
tention of the Minister of Custorns
had been called to it, lie trusted sone-
thing would be donc.

MR. BURPEE said this subject I"d
received great attention from the Gov
ernment during the last two years,
and they now imposed the dutY on
the value of the goods at the place
they were purchased. To ascertamn
the value of goods in Canada they
had inspectors-one especially, wh-
managed this business entirely. f
not onily visited the general ports O
Canîda, but often visited the principas
markets of the United States, to ascer-
tain the value of the goods there, SO
that as far as possible ho miglit keep
himself posted as to the value ot
goods in the United States particular
Iy. He had paid particular atteItion
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t) it, and many seizures had been made
of goods from the United States that
were under-valued. The Department
bad received complaints from several
mainufacturers with respect to over-
valuation ; one they received from a
iaanufacturcr at Hiamilton, and six
rImtlhs were spent in investigating it.
The papers were afterwards sent to
him, and ho admitted that the valua-
ton was correct. The Department
had had two or three cases of
that kind, where manufacturers had
sustained the valuation of the inspec-
tor. They paid strict attention to the
matter in the large ports of Montreal
and Torontoa ln the sma.ler ports, as
fr as they were able, but, of course,
te cou Id not afford the same expense

fori aill the smaller ports.

,MR. WHITE (East Hastings) said
that an American manufacturer,having
an order for an iron bridge in Canada,
offered an Iron Bridge Company at
Hamilton to iun their shops and allow
them to build the bridge, as by this
means they would save the duties. le
thought that,considering the quantity
of coal and iron in this Dominion, it
was the duty of the Government to
try to protect our manufactures. Man u-
facturers said that they could manage
on an import duty of 17½ per cent., but
that if it was lower, they would not be
aile to compote.

M. MACDONALD (Toronto) said
that, when the papers came down for
whjich the hon. member for South
Leeds had called, ho would find that
the revenue had not suffered to the ex-
ltet which he had stated. In dry
goods, which constituted the princple
imports Of the country,the instavnces of
under-valuation, and in tIjis, ho
thought, the hon. the Minister of Cus-
tOms would bear him out, were very
I-are, if, indeed, thero were any at all.TÏn bonded goods, in which the Aineri-
cans dealt very largely. if the rule pro-
Posed w-ere adopted, that one buyer
should pay duty upon the original cost,

ecry great hardship might be done
' . Styles changed and values
changed, and goods held were often
offered from 25 per cent. to 40 porceni -less than the English price, at
d price they would be vorV

ear 10 the buyer indeed. It

would be a case of extreme
hardship if he were told the duty must
be paid on the original price in Great
Britain, if at that price Ihe goods could
not be handled at all. Some of the
hon. members claimed in the discus-
sion, that tie duty sbould be paid upon
the value at the place of manufacture.
It not unfrequently happened that the
American merchant, having these
goods and being unable to sell them,
sent them back to Groat Britain again.
Ile bad had frequent opportunities of
knowing the eare exercised in the
Custon-h ouses, how, even, owing to
the smallest variation in price, goods
were sometimes arrested and detained
until the exact value w-as ascertained,
sometimes tc the great annoyance and
inconvenience of the parties them-
selves. le would be a very clever
expert, indeed, who could have all the
knowledge which il was claimed these
officials ought to have. It appeared to
him very absurd that American manu-
facturers should continue to send goods
to this country so much below the
the cost of production. Thore was only
one way in which ho could understand
this, that there must be collusion be-
tween the American manufacturers
and the men to whom they shipped.
If such were the case, the only cure
was absolutely to seize and sell in every
case, irrespective of the party to whoni
the goods were consigned,and to allow
no influence, political or otherwise, to
exonerate the guilty parties. If the
goods were seriously undervalued in
the invoice, through dishonest micans,
most assuredly they ought to be seized
and sold.

MR. CURRIER said, while lie be-
liovedthat goods ought to pay duty on
thoir market value at the place where
they were shipped, at the sane lime,
ho felt bound to say that many people
wore under a misapprehension about
the valuation of those goods. He
knew that, during the past summer. it
was commonly reported that certain
iron work, bridges, etc., were being
imported into this country at an undor-
valuation. le had occasion, hinself,
to go to the Department in the interest
of the parties who were importing
these goods, and ho thought the hon.
the Minister of Cuastoms was satisfiod,
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as he, himself, certainly was satisfied,
that the prices at which these goods
had been entered, were, actually, the
prices which the contractors had paid
for the goods at the place where they
were manufactured, Philadelphia. The
price was very low, so much so that he
did not think any manufacturer in this
country would undertake the sane
kind of work. He was satisfied, from
what had taken place on that occasion,
that the invoices were correct, and
that the actual prices paid were the
prices upon which the Custons duties
were charged.

MR. SCRIVER said he had listened
with a good deal of surprise to the
statements of the hon. member for
Niagara. They were, surely, exagger-
ated, or else the state of things at the
offices upon which ho had directed his
observations, certainly called for an
examination and investigation. If it
was a fact that, at Niagara, or any
other frontier port, collectors allowed
imported goods to be entered so that
the duties on them only amounted
to ten or even as low as five
per cent., it certainly argued the
existence of a state of things which
called for strict investigation. Like
the hon. gentleman, ho, too, came
from the frontier, and had occasion
to know something of the course
pursued at the various Custom-
house offices on the frontier, and he
was prepared, unhesitatingly, to say,
with the hon. member for Waterloo,
that the state of'things in this regard
had greatly improved, and that the in-
stances in which entries of goods were
made at less than their value were
very much rarer than formerly. The
means of information and the super-
vision employed vith regard to this
office were much botter now than for-
merlv. The hon. the Minister of Cas-
toms had alreadiy spoken of the system
of inspection and comparison of in-
voices, which was a great improve-
ment. The Collectors at th* various
frontier ports were furnished fre-
quently with information from the
head office, which enabled them to
avoid errors to any great extent in
this respect. Se far as the frontier
ports were concerned, the instances in
which manufacturers were allowed to

MR. CURRIER.

enter goods at much less than the real
value were very rare indeed.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that a
very large portion of the difficulty,
particularly with respect to the in.
stances alluded to by the hon. member
for South Leeds, had arisen from the
enormous shrinkage which had taken
place in all articles in which iron
entered. He had occasion to make
enquiries into that matter very re-
cently. He was astonished to find
to what an extent that shrinkage had
occurred. One of the largest firms
reported that, on one class of articles,
in four or five years, the shrinkage bad
gone from 53s. to 37s. stg. on certain
classes of articles. This he gave as an
illustration of the enormous shrinkage
in iron. The other main articles,
of which this firm was good
enough to furnish him a list,
had also shrunk in the same
proportion. When the values of arti-
cles diminished in such an enormous
proportion, appraisers, particularly iin
small ports, were often put to great
difficulty to form a correct opinion of
the articles imported. le was bound
to say, however, that an immense nium-
ber of complaints had been made with
respect to over-valuation by officers of
Customs, on articles imported from the
United States. They had unnistake-
able evidence that, in some instances,
there had been rather over-valuation
than under-valuation, as, indeed, had
been asserted by the hon. member for
Cumberland. As to the point raised
by the hon. member for Cumberland,
the desirability of having an uniforn
system of appraisement, the Govern-
ment were keenly alive to the iiil)or-
tance of the subject, and, if the hon.
gentleman had any suggestions t)
make, ho had no doubt the hon. the
Minister of Customs would be very glad
to hear them. At the same time, tIh
bon. member knew, that in a country
with such an extensive frontier as ours,
and in which there was such an im-
mense number of ports of entry, all
the vigilance that could be exercised
would not prevent collectors and ap-
praisers au those various ports valuing,
in some instances, the same descriptiol
of goods at different rates. The Min-
ister of Customs had devoted an im-
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melnse amount of his personal atten-
iton to guard against such errors, and
had ernployed several additional In-
spectors, men of high capacity, and
«reat familiarity with this kind of
business, whose special duty would be
to introduce an uniform system of ap-
praisement. What ho desired to calt
attention to, wts the difficulty
the Customs had to labour under in
fixingvalues at such an immense num-
ber of ports of entry. The question of
reducing these ports of entry had been
discussed more than once, but a great
avension was felt by the people to hav-
ing any of their facilites fur business
reduced. In England and other
countries, the ports of entry were far
more limited than in this country.
The hon. member for South Leeds had,
no doubt, some ground for bis com-
plaint, in somo instances, in some of
the smaller frontier towns, and if he
would give the Minister information
as Io any errors of this kind having
arien, ho was quite sure his hon.
triend would take every possible pre-
cution to have them rectified, and to

causo an uniform appraisement to be
maie.

Motion agreed to.

ALEXANDER FORBES' CLAIM FOR WORK
ON INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

MOTION FOU CORRESPONDENCI.

MR. TUPPER moved for copies of
ail correspondence between the Gov.
ernment or Public Works Department
or any official of the Intercolonial
Ra'ilway and Alexander Forbes, in re-
lation to his claim for compensation
for work performed by him on the
railway, and losses sustained in connec-
tion with the executioa of such ser-
vices. le said ho wished to show the
grounds on which this motion was
based. Mr. Forbes claimed that ho had
made a verbal agreement with Mr.
Carvell, the manager or superinten-
dent of the railway in 1873, for
the construction of a snow fonce in the
western, central and eastern divisions ;
that there was a plan and specification
supplied by Mr. lcNab, the Govern-
ment engineer on the Intercolonial
radway, and that the work was under-
taken by him upon that plan and speci-
fication, and under that verbal con-

tract; that, after ho had engaged in
the work, the construction of' a snow
fence apart from the ordinary fonce, it
was decided that it would be botter
the snow fonce should become the
ordinary fonce, and directed him to
remove the old fence and to replace it
with a snow fence; that, under instruc-
tions from McNab, ho chauged the
work and corstructed this snow fence
to the satisfaction of the departinental
engineer, but that his claim for extra
work involved in removing that fence,
which was very considerable, was not
allowed, although he was paid the con-
tract for the work as originally made.
He also claimed that ho was directed
to construct a snow fence at Onslow,
and that after his material had been
all brought to the ground, ho was
directed to remove and construct this
fonce at Lansarder, involving very
considerable additional expense owing
to the change. He also complained
that ho was instructed to move the
snow fence at Port Lennox and to place
it some sixteen feet further back,
to widen the track; that ho had nlot
been paid for that removal, and that a
large amount of material had been
placed upon the ground by the orders
of the Department; the work in the
meantime was suspended at a con-
siderable loss, for which be had claimed
compensation, but did not obtain it.
le also complained that lie had sold to
the Government a quantity of lumber
for which he had not been paid ; that
when engaged with the construction of
the work along various divisions, ho
had agreed with the Department that
they should carry material at existing
tariff rates; in the meantime a large
advance was made upon those rates,
and ho was obliged to puy the increased
prices, and he claimed to be refunded
that amount by the Department. As
Mr. Forbes paid in one year $ 1,000 for
carriage of material, the difference in
the rates would amount to a consider-
able sum. An appeal was made to Mr.
Luttrell, but it was refused ; owing to
the fact of Mr. Carvell, with whom the
agreement was originally made, being
out of office, the officers probably did
not consider themselves sufficiently
acquainted with the case. Mr. Forbes
also complained that he was employed
to construet, in July, 1876, a large
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amount of fence on the Windsor
Branch, had only paid him at the rate
of 49c. per rood, and that they paid
him according to the length of rail-
way, along the side of which the fonce
ran, instead of the length of fencing,
the quantity thus paid for being 241
roods less than that actually con-
structed, because the railway ran on
the level, while thefencing crossedhills
and valleys. He hoped the hon. the
First Minister would verify those state-
ments, in order that thore might be a
fair readjustment of the claim. le
was not aware whether such a claim
could be dealt with by the mode sug-
gested by the hon. the Premier for
dealing with other matters, but when
orie of the arbitrators was in 'he neigh-
bourhood he could bo instructed to
receive such testimony as Mr. Forbes
rnight be able to produce, as to the
character of his claim, in order that
justice night be done.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that no
doubt the railway officials believed
they had treated Mr. Forbes justly.
In regard to the term " existing rates,"
that would mean the rates prevailing
at the time the work was carried out.
le would examine the papers, whieh
he had not yet seen, and if there was
any ground for allowing an arbitra-
tion in the iratter, itwould be done on
the usual terms.

MR. TUPPER said that, under those
circumstances, he would withdraw the
motion. The hon. the First Minister,
on reconsidoration, would, no doubt,
se the great unfairness of the position
which he had just taken in respect to
rates. The Publie Works Department
made a contract with a party for the
construction of a certain amount of
fencing along a line of railway ; at
that time there was a certain rate
established by the Governmont for the
carriage of materials, and it was
agreed that he should pay that rate.
If the rate was doubled, the contractor
might be almost ruinei.

Ma. GOUDGE said ho desired to
draw the attention of the Government
to the fact that Mr. Forbes did not
bear a very estimable character in the
section of country in which he resided.
He had been in the habit for some
time past of contracting with the Gov-

MR. TUPPER.

ernment for building railway fences
at lower prices than the work could
be done by persons, who, perhaps, were
in an equally good position to perform
the work. The reason given-and the
matter had been brought to his atten-
tion by very respectable men-was
that Mr. Forbes went into districts,
engaged in building railway fences,
purchasing materials and supplies
from local parties, and as soon as he
had obtained payment for the contract
ho removed from the district, so that
creditors could not reach him. These
facts were brought to his (Mr.
Goudge's) notice a few weeks before
leaving home, and the request was
made that the matter should be inves-
tigated. le had brought it to the
notice of Mr. Brydges when in Ottawa.
IL was, thoiefore, desirable that the
(overninent should examine the claini
with much care and caution, for ho
seemed to make his profits cither by
obtaining compensation for extras, or
by getting material and supplies fromi
partios for which he never paid. It
was desirable that the Governnent
should be aware of the character of
the man, as it was held in the county
of liants. 11e regretted to say Mr.
Forbes had been a resident of liants
for some years, but ho had rocently
removed, leaving his bills unpaid, and
his creditors had found it impossible to
reach him and procure payment for
supplies they furnished him for the
purpose of building the fences.

Ma. McKAY (Colchester) said
ho did not think the hon. member for
Hants (Mr. Goudge) was justified in
making siich an attack. He (Mr. Me-
Kay) had known Mr. Forbes during
twenty years, in fact they were boys
together, and he had known him very
intimately ever since in connection
with building railway fonces. He had
never heard any complaint made
against Mr. Forbes of the character
referred to by the hon. member for
Hants, and even if that gentleman was
behind in the payment of some of Lis
bills, that was no reflection on his
character. He was informed that the
Government owed Mr. Forbe8 $2,000,
and that fact might partly be the rea-
son why ho had not been able to meOet
alil his bills just when they became
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due. He was not aware that Mr.
Forbes moved about from place to

place for the purpose of evading pay-
ment of accounts due by him; on the
contrary, he had bad dealings with
him and could always find him when
he desired to do so. H[e was political-
lv opposed to the hon. member for

fants and was rather too outspoken
for his own benefit, and that might
account for the attack which had been
made upon him by that hon. member.

Motion, with leave of the House, with-
drawn.

LAND CLAIM OF JOHN REID.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. RYAN moved for copies of all
correspondence between the Dominion
Government and the Hudson Bay
Company relative to the claim of one
John Reid, of the parish of High Bluff.
;n the Province of Manitoba, to the
south-east quarter of section nine-
teen of township twelve of range
five, west of the principal meridian in
the said Province, by reason of bis
settlement thereon, under the home-
stead provisions of the Dominion
Lands Acts; for which quarter-section
a paient is alleged to have been
granted to the Hudson Bay Com-
pany, after the said John Reid had
been actually settled thercon. IIe
said the case of Mr. Reid, referred to
in the resolution, was one ofpeculiar
h.ardship, and it %vas desirable that the
attention of the Minister of the In-
terior, and the consideration of the
Hlouse, should be directed to it. Mr.
Reid left the Province of Ontario, and
went to Manitoba with a large, indus-
trious family in 1871. Before the
survey of the township in which the
land claimed by him was situate, he
took up a quarter-section of land,under
the circumstances stated in the affi-
dar-it made by him on bis application
flor a patent, a copy of which he (Mir.
Ryan) held in bis hand, and would
lake the liberty of reading to the
Ilouse:

County of West Marquette, to writ:
I, John Reid, of High Bluff, in the county

Of West Marquette, farier, make oath andsay:

lst. I took up the south-east quarter of
ectiOn lineteen, of township twelve, of range

five, west, as a honestead in the month of
July, A D. 1872 (seventy-two), before the
completion of the survey of said township.

2nd. In July, 1872 (seventy-two), I put up
a board shanty and began to reside upon and
improve said homestead, breaking about
three acres and digging a well during the
summer of 1872.

3rd. During the winter of 1872-3 I got out
logs for a house 18x22 feet, which I erected
on said claim or quarter section in July,
1873.

4th. I have now uider crop on said quai-
ter section twenty-one acres, and about thirty
are enclosed.

5th. I have resided upon and cultivated
the said quarter section continuously since I
took it up in July, 1872, excepting thatdur-
ing the winters ofeach year I have, with in
fanily, noved into the woods for about thrèe
mîonths, for the purpose of getting ont fenc-
ing, building timber, etc., for said hone-
stead.

6th. The said dwelling-house erected by
me. as above stated, in July, 1873, is still on
said homestead, and bas attached to it a
kitclen, 16x20 feet, erected in June, 1575.

7th. I have also on said quarter section
two stables respectively, 20 feet square and
14x20 feet.

8th. The number of my wood lot held by
me in connection with the said honestead is
3 (three), of township 11, range 5, west.

9th. I an a British subject by birth.
his

(Signed) JoHN X REID.
mark.

Sworn before nie at Portage La Prairie
this 17th August, 1877.

(Signed) JosEPH RYAN,
A Comm. in B.R., &c.

The affidavit was sworn to before him
(Mr. Ryan), and ho had a personal
knowledge of the correctness of most
of its contents. A couple of years ago
Mr. Reid having ascertained that the
Hudson Bay Co. were alleging a claim
to the quarter section in quebtion,
wrote during the Session to him (Mr.
Ryan), who at once went to the De-
partment of the Interior and received
the assurance from the Surveyor-Gen-
eral that there was no occasion for
alarm; that the Government would
protect Mr. Reid, also a Mr. Hall and
others similarly situated ; and that the
Government were then in communica-
tion with the Hudson Bay Co. ex-
pressly to protect them. These assur-
ances were at once communicated to
Mr. Reid and Hall, and acting on the
strength of them, Mr. Reid had gone
on improving his homestend until ho
had now about fifteen hundred dollars,
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worth of improvements on it. Hav-
ing pertormed tbe settlement duties
required by the homestead clauses of
the Dominion Lands Act, and having
made the improvements described in
his affidavit to the value stated, Mr.
Reid, last August, app)lied for the pat-
ent for bis homestead. Ji reply to bis
application, Mr. Reid, to bis surprise
and sorrow, was informed that, not-
withstanding the assurances previous-
ly given him by the Departmentofthe
1nterior, ho was not to ho protected in
possession of bis homestead, that
it (although not originally a quarter-
section belonged to the Co., under the
provisions of the deed of surrender)
had been patented to them in lieu of a
quarter-section which they had lost,
and that ho would have to make such
settlement as he could with the Co.
H1e (Mr. Ryan) desired merely to state
the naked facts of the case without
conimont, but he could not refrain from
saying that it would inflict a heavy
blow on the best interests ofsettlement
in Manitoba and the North-West if
the assurances of protection given Mr.
Reid and others like him were not
carried ont. Without further remarks
he would leave the matter with the
Iouse, and ho hoped there would be
such a full and strong expression of
opinion from both sides as would con-
vince the Government of the absolute
nocessity of protecting Mr. -Reid in
the possession of bis homestead.

MR. MILLS said that the statement
of the facts was, ho believed, such as
the hon. member for Marquette had
represented. Same time shortly after
tho Hudson Bay Company came into
possession of the lands in that par-
ticular district under the operation of
the Dominion Lands Act, it was found
that one of the quarter-sections
allotted it was occupied by a settler.
Under the provisions of the Act, they
selected another quarter-section in lieu
of the one so occupied, and this quar-
ter-section was the one on which Mr.
Reid resided, and on which, he be-
lieved, Mr. Reid was a resident at the
time. This, however, was then un-
known to the Government or the
Department, and the patent was
issued to the Hudson Bay Company
for this particular quarter-section

Ma. RuwN.

occupied by Mr. Reid, instead of the
one that was allotted to it under the
operation of the Act. This transac-
tion took place in 1873, when hon.
gentlemen opposite were in possession
of the Government of the country, It
was, no doubt, a mistake, but the
House would readily understand that
the legal title had passed entirely
away from the control of the Govern.
ment, and was now in possession of the
Hudson Bay Company.

Ma. TUPPER: When was the logal
title passed ?

MR. MILLS: At the time the
patent was made, in 1873. However,
ho might say that this and a numberof
other claims had been a matter of coi-
respondence between the Department
and the Hudson Bay Company. They
were still open questions and undis-
posed of. There were certain differ-
ences which hal arisen between the
Government and the Hudson Bay
Company with regard to the construc-
tion of certain points in the Dominion
Lands Act; but, ho had no doubt
whatever, that when a settlement was
reached, the company would make no
objection to transferring this lot of
Mr. Reid's and accepting sorrie other lot
of equal value in its place. He might
state what the real point at issue be-
tween them was in this particular: It
was provided in the Act that when
certain lots which fell to the Hudson
Bay Company were found to be settled
upon, the company might accept other
quarter-sections in lieu thereof. It was
the contention of the Government that
these other sections must be situate in
the same township, while the company
contended that they ought to bo por-
mitted, and that it was the intention of
the company and of the Govern ment
of the day, that they should be per-
mitted to select other lands in lieu of
them wherever they found such lands
unoccupied in the North-West Terri-
tories. This was the issue at present
undisposed of, and, when they arrived
at a conclusion, he had Po doubt that
this matter would be disposed of at the
same time.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is a rather extravagant pretension.

John Rieid.(COMMO.NS.]
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MR. MILLS: I am afraid that the

pretension has some grounds given to
it by the correspondence of the hon.

geItleman's friend.

Ma. TUPPER said ho hardly
thought that the explanation given by
the hon. the Minister of the Interior
would be regarded as adequate to meet
a case of such gravity as this. The
object of the Government, and one of
the prime objects, ought to be by every
means in their power to facilitate the
settlement of the North-West. Every
measure that the Government could
take to induce reliable settlers to go to
that country was a measure properly
taken in the interests of the whole
Dominion. The very foundation of the
settlemcnt of the country rested on
good faith being carried out betwecn
the Government and the individual
settlers. The Hudson Bay Company
was a very powerful corporation, hav
ing enormous rights in the North-
West, and having the advantage of
possessing an able representative on
the floor of the House, who was known
to have great influence with the Gov-
ernment of the day. He held that it
was of the very greatest importance
that the general public and the people
invited to commit their future to that
distant country, should have the strong-
est possible assurance fromr the Govern-
ment that fair play and even-handed
justice would be meted out to them,
even though their personal interests
came into collision with the interests
of the great Hudson Bay Company.
If this was not the case, the result
would be most fatal to the interests of
the country,because one of the greatest
possible hindrances to the settlement
Of the country would thereby be
created. Taking the statement as
made by the hon. the Minister of
the Interior, it amounted to this: that
owlng to a mistake on the part of the
late Government a patent was made
Out conveying a quarter-section of
land which, rightly, it was not in the
Power of the Government te ccnvey to
the Hudson Bay Company; that it was
wrongly conveyed, and that it was at
the time in the possession of this Mr.
Reid, which possession erected a legal
barrier against this patent being so
given; and that the rights of this in-
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lividual had not only been ignored,
but that down to the present time from
1873 this individual, who was repre-
sented to have put about $1,500 worth
of improvements upon this quarter-
section, had been unable to get a legal
title to it. Was this going to romain ?
Five years had already elapsed ; and
was this state of things going te re-
main for five or ten years longer until
the Government could make some set-
tlement with the Hudson Bay
Company on a large number
of controverted questions, now under
discussion. He understood the hon.
the Minister of the Interior to hold
out no hope, in response to the appli-
cation of the hon. member for Mar-
quette, to this individual, who had at
this moment his all probably in danger
regarding ibis matter, that any spoedy
justice, whatever, would be given him;
but the hon. gentleman appeared to
rely upon the justice, or magnan-
imity, or generosity of the Hudson
Bay Company at some future period,
when they came to a settlement with
the Govrnment on other matters satis-
factory to themselves, to kindly hand
over and surrender the patent for this
quarter-section, and take one instead of
it somewhere else. He held that the
Government was bound, if a mistake
was made on the part of the (G-overn-
ment, to redress it.

Ma. MILLS : How?

Ma. TUPPER: By giving compen-
sation, adequate and abundant compen-
sation, to the individual who had been
induced to go into this distant country
and settle there in the country's
interest, as well as in his own, for
the wrong done him by the mistake
made when the quarter-section in his
occupation was handed over to the
Hudson Bay Company. He did not
think there woulJ be any difficulty in
doing so. The statement of the bon.
the Minister cf the Interior, as he
understood it, was that, owing to an
error on the part of the late Govern-
mont, they had given a patent
to the Company for this quarter-
section already in the possession
of Mr. Reid, who, according to
the hon. mem ber for Marquette, and
ho believed Mr. Reid's affidavit, had
made very large improvements, and
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probably invested everything he had in
the world in improving this property.
Under these circumstances, the Gov-
ernment was bound to give redress.

Ma. MILLS: Redress? The man
wants bis land.

Ma. TUPPER: Very well; but pay-
ment for the land vould be equal to it;
and if it was not in the power of the
Government, owing to the patent
having passed out of its hands, to
restore the land, and if the Hudson
Bay Company will not surrender
this quarter-section of their enormous
possessions, and would not at once ac-
cept a quarter-section somewhere else
in that wide country instead of it, he
held that the Government should not
leave this man's claim in abeyance
until the end of bis natural life, and
allow him to toil there without know-
ing whether he was working for the
Hudson Bay Company or bis own
family, but was bound by every prin-
ciple of justice under the circumstances
to remedy the consequences of the
mistake made, not by the individual,
but by the Government, and grant the
substantial redress which it was in
their power to give, either by inducing
the Hudson Bay Company to accept a
quarter-section of land in some other
locality, and thus leave this man in
possession of bis rights; or, if they
could not accomplish this, to make
compensation to this party by givng
hin a quarter-section in another place,
and by compensating him for the im-
provements which ho had made on this
land, and which ho (Mr. Reid) felt,
under the existing circumstances, were
completely in peril.

Ma. SMITH (Selkirk) said that ho
had probably heard of this case, but ho
did not know the particulars regarding
it. He, however, had no reason to
doubt that they were as represented by
the hon. member for Marquette.
Under the provisions of the Dominion
Lands Act, the Hudson Bay Company
had the right to retain certain sections
in every township, no matterbywhom
occupied in advance of the surveys,-
that is sections 8 and three-quarters of
section 26 in certain townships, and
the whole of sections 8 and 26 in other
townships. Up to this time the Com-
pany had not ejected any individual

Ma. TUPPER.

who had settled in advance of the sur-
veys on any one of these sections to
which the Company had an abo1lute
right. It was true that it had not yet
selected in lieu of them, as an arrange.
nient with the Government in this re-
lation was pendîng; but he might saythat the hon. Minister for the Interior
bad taken a verygreat deal of interest in
having this natter settled as speedily as
possible. He hoped it would very soon
be disposed of, and did not think Mr.
Reid had any cause to be alarmed with
regard to his quarter-section. He did
not conceived that the Hudson Bfiy
Company wished to dispossess hirm of
the improvements which ho had made,
and,up to the prosent time, in their com-
munications with the Government on
those matters, they had never shown
any disposition or expressed any wish
to eject settlers from any section of
land in respect of which they had that
option. The hon. member for Camber-
land had referred to him as being a re-
presentative of the Hudson Bay Con.
pany in that House. He begged to
say in reply, that representing, as ho
did, the county of Selkirk on the floor
of that House, he looked upon the
Company merely as one of his consti-
tuents. He felt assured that the pre-
sent Government, as well as that which
preceded it, of which the right bon.
member for iingston was the hea,
would bear him out in stating that the
Hudson Bay Company had never
shown any grasping disposition, and
had nover desired anything more than
they were in justice entitled to.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
there was no doubt that the hon. gen-
tleman represented the county of
Selkirk, and that the Hudson Bay
Company was one of his constituents.
He thought, however, the hon. gei-
tletuan stood exactly in the same posi.
tion as the representative of Old
Sarum before the Roform Bill, wh-re
the electors consisted of an old tree
and the person returned was a portion
of the bough. On behalf of the Hudson
Bay Company, which meant the Sane
thing as the county of Selkirk, he
claimed the absolute right over the
piece of land in question.

Ma. SMITH (Selkirk) said he had
not made such a statement. What ho
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aid say was that'they claimed the ab-
solute right of the sections 8 and 2t.
Mr. iReid's farm was not, as he
.inderstood, a portion of either of these
sections, but had been patented to the
cornpany in lieu, of some of the
other lands found to be settled on -at
least so he (Mr. Smith) understood the
case.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that if the company had no absolute
right to this particular piece of land.
the matter stood thus: In consequence
of the mistake made by the late Gov.
.ernment, this land was given over to
the Hudson Bay Company. Why then
was not that mistake rectified ? He
did not know the provisions of the
Dominion Lands Act, but ho was
familiar with the provisions of the
Public Lands Act of the late
Dominion of Canada, and one
-of those provisions was that the Com-
niissioner of Crown Lands, if no refer-
ence was made to the Court, could at
once rectify the error. le did not
know whether there was such a clause
in the Dominion Lands Act, but if not,
there ought to be. For many years
the course of procedure to which ho
referred had been in force. The pre-
sent question was a very simple one.
Had the Crown, at the time this land
was granted to the Hudson Bay Con-
pany, the right to make that grant ?
If they then had, it was a question of
compensation against an injury from
the inadvertent exorcise of that right;
but if they had no right, then this
man had acquired a possessing right
Over the property.

MR. MILLS: H1e was not on the
books of the Department and could
lot, therefore, be considered a resident.

SR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that was a very weak argument to put
forward. If an emigrant settled on
land with the desire of improving it, if
he built a bouse for the occupation of
himself and his family, lie (Sir John
A. Macdonald) did not think the mere
fact Of his having neglected to register
ths nane should deprive him of the
nght ot compensation. The statement
made by the hon. member for Selkirk,
that the Hudson Bay Company had
not ejOcted settlers heretofore, was a
very unsatisfactory answer to the
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question which had been raised. No
doubt they would not like to take any
decided stop of that kind, because it
would cause a furore in the country.
To do so would tend to injure their
own interests. For that reason alone
they would, no doubt, be inclined to
do justice and deal ever generously
with settlers in their section. This
Mr. Reid, however, had no assurance
that bis title to the property which
ho now occupied was secure, nor could
his family look forward with certainty
to inheriting it.

Mit. BLAKE said it was clear this
man's claim was only a moral one, but
it was one which he had no doubt the
Hudson Bay Company would be ready
to recognize before that of any other
landed proprietor. It was obviously
their interest to make any reasonable
arrangement th ey could. He did not see
why this should not be dealt with as an
isolated case, and dealt with at once.
No doubt the Hudson Bay Company
would be willing to exchange another
piece of land for this. Mr. Reid did
not want compensation, and ho (Mr.
Blake) could well understand that.
Settlers who went into a new country
and entered into the occupation of a
piece of land, would, after they had
spent their labour upon it, preler that
land to any monetary compensation
which might be offered them. H1e
thouglit the efforts of Parliament in
the present case should be directed
towards securing Mr. Reid bis land;
and seeing ho had got into a difficulty,
they must, in the interests of the
country; make good his title, though
it might ho an imperfect one. No
doubt th's would be done. If lie might
be permitted to add one word, ho
would say that the observations of the
hon. member for Selkirk were not
necessary. Of course, it was not a
very numerous constituency; it was
not very much larger than the borough
of Kingston, which lis hon. friend on
the other side of the House repre-
sented. There might, inde.ed, be a
thousand or two thousand more souls
in the county of Selkirk than in the
borough of Kingstôn. He (Mr. Blake)
felt certain, however, that the electors
of Kingston would not think more of
their reprosentative for comparing
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them with the rotten borough of Old
Sarum.

Ma. SCHULTZ said that he dosired
to support the views of the hon. mem-
ber for Marquette, in relation to the
case of John Reid. It was clearly a
matter of hardship that a person who
had gone on land in compliance with
the notice of the Land Office to those
who settled in advance of the surveys,
and who had complied with all the
conditions since, should now -be dis-
tnrbed in his possession for the con-
venience of the Hudson Bay Company.
It would appear that the quarter-sec-
tion in question was not one of those
granted to the Hudson Bay Company,
but was given to the Company in lieu
of a quarter-section to which they
were entitled, and. now that the cir-
cumstances were known, the Hudson
Bay Company sbould at once give ip
this settler's land, and receive some
other land in lieu of it. In the county
of Lisgar there were cases where par-
ties had gone on Hudson Bay lands for
various causes, and the Government
had given thern lands elsewhere; but,
he was sorry to say that land in some
cases bad been given within the hay
privilege beit-that the Government
had no right to give, and the Hudson
Bay Company should not, in honour,
have received.

MR. McKAY (Cape Breton) begged
to move, in amendment to the motion
of the hon. inember for Marquette,
" That this House do now adjourn." In
making the motion he could not refrain
from stating that it seemed to hirm
the right hon. member for Kingston
had been guilty of sharp practice, when
he attempted to keep the hon. member
for Hants from saying a few words of
explanation in connection with a mat-
ter raised in the louse by other hon.
gentlemen.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD : 1
rise to a point of order ; the hon. gen-
tileman is alluding to a debate noiw
closed.

MR. SPEAKER: I did not under-
stand that the hon. gentleman alluded
to a debate, but to a fact. The h.>n.
member for Cumberland took certain
means to prevent the hon. member for
Hants from making a staternent whic-h

Ma. BLAKE.

he chose to make. I think, however,
the hon. member for Cape Breton Was
wrong in saying that this was sharp
practice.

MR. TUPPER: I arm not aware that
I took the slightest part in preventingthe hon. member from speaking.

Ma. GOUDGE : Referring to one
Alexander Forbes as resideit in the
county of Hants, I desire to
say that I know nothing of him politi-
cally, nor have I any personal know.
ledge of him. In fact, I did not know
what his political leanings were tilt
to-day.

MR. SPEAKER; The hon. gentle-
man is ref-erring to a natter that is
passed.

MR. GOUDGE said lie would refer
to a contract which Mr. Forbes had in
Hants, and that it was not conducted
by him as it ought to have been, and
the parties from whom he pur-
chased material had nou been paid by
him. He had thought it desirable, in
the interests of the public, that this
should be brought under the notice of
the bouse. He did not bring it for-
ward from any political feeling what-
ever.

MR. RYAN said he rose to a point
of order: the hon. gentleman had
alluded to a past debate. He also ob.
jected on the ground that the time foi
replying was after the hon. gentleman
made the mis-statement, or when he
had done speaking.

Ma. SPEAKER said the latter was
a different matter altogether, and the
hon. gentleman could not be ruled out
of order in that case.

Ma. GOUDGE said he was not aware
that Mr. Forbes was an elector in tic
county of Hants. He knew nothing
of hs politics, and was only influenced
by a desire to promote the public il.
terests. But probably the louse, by
this time, understand why the hon.
members for Cumberland and Colches-
ter are so earnest in promoting the
claims of Mr. Forbes.

MR. SMITH (Selkirk) said that,
knowing the hon. member for Lisgar
was suffering from ill-health, an"d
sympathizing with him on thait
account, he was determined that
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,nothing personal should pass between
them, or that there should be any
iepetition this Session of what had
occurred on former occasions. Ie
hoped that what he had said with re-
fard to the particular section of land
occupied by Mr. Reid would be satis-
factory, especially to the bon. gentle-
man who was his advocate in the
Iouse. With regard to the other
matter, that of the representation of
the county of Selkirk, in future, he
would have no hesitation in leaving it,
and ho did leiave it with confidenee, to
the electors to decide the issue.

Ma. TUPPER said he was very
much at a loss to know why the hon.
member for the county of Hants should
lave been at such great pains to deal
with the circumstances and position of
Mr. Alexander Forbes, who was said
to have been unable to meet certaitk
liabilities which he ineurred in the
.county of Hants. It appeared that
this man had claims against the Gov-
-ernment which had not been met, and
it was impossible for him to pay his
-creditors till that was done. le did
not propose to defend the personal
character of this claimant, because he
knew nothing about him; but there
were gentlemen in the House who,
having known him for twenty years,
spoke of him as an estimable character
and a straightforward man, who was
entitled to confidence. The hon. the
First Minister himself said his claim
was, at all events, entitled to fair and
just consideration, and he (Mr. Tup-
per)did not think the hon. member for
Hants had any grounds for taking up
the cause of Mr. Forbes' creditors so
zealously without giving any heed to
the claims which lie preferred against
the Government.

Motion for adjournment of the House,
ucithîrawn.

Ma. RYAN said that, after the uni-
versai expression of opinion given by
hon. members as to the necessity for
protecting settlers in the Province
froin which lie came, and after theassurances he had received from the
Mmnister of the Interior and the hon.
member for Selkirk, he did not think
it necessary to add one word to his
former rernarks. It seemed to- have
ken taken for granted that the caim

made by Mr. Reid was one of equity'
but he was of opinion that it was also
well founded in law. There could be
no doubt that Mr. Reid was settled on
the land which he occupied before the
survey was made, and he (Mr. Rtyan)
thought it would be found, when the
correspondence was forthcoming, that
ho had taken stens to signify to the
office at Winnipeg his desire to get it
registered.

MR. MACKENZ1IE said the corres-
pondence was not yet finished and was
not in a condition to be brought before
the fouse, and he would ask the hon.
gentleman to withdraw his motion.

MR. RYAN said that, after the
assurances which he had received from
the leader of the Governmont, he
would not press his motion.

Motion (Mr. Ryan) withdrawn.

BANK OF LIVERPOOL BILL.-[BILL No. 22.]

(Mr. Forbes.)

BENATE AMENDMENTS CONCURRED IN.

Amendments made by Sonate to
said Bill, read thefirst and second times,
and agreed to.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

BROCKVILLE & OTTAWA à CANADA
CENTRAL RAILWAY AMALGAMATION

BILL.-[BILL No. 9.]

(Mr. Galbraith )

THIRD READING.

MR. GALBRAITH moved:
" That the amendments made in Com-

mittee of the Whole to the Bill No. 9 to
amend the Acts incorporating the Brock-
ville and Ottawa Railway Company, and the
Canada Central Railway Company, and to
provide for the amalgamation of the said
Companies, be now concurred in."

MR. McDOUGALL (South Ren-
frew) moved in amendment:

" That the said amendments be not now
concurred in, but that the Bill be re-coin.
mitted to a Comnmittee of the Whole, with
instructions that they have power to amend
the sanie, by providing for the issue of stock
in the analgamated Compames to the M-ni-

[APRar 3, 1878.]Genera



1654 Brockville & Ottawca and 1COMMONS.] C. C. RBailcay Amalgamation Bit

cipalities of Horton, Adinaston, and the
Villa«e of Renfrew, in exchange for the
Cana;a Central Railway Etock, now held by
them, at the fair value of the latter stock."

He said he had occasion to discuss at
some length in Committee of the
Whole an amendment similar to this,
and, therefore, he would not detain the
House with any lengthy explanation
of it. It might be said, on first
sight, that he was desirous of ob-
taining for the municipalities named
an unfair preference, but when it was
considered that almost the entire stceck
of the two companies, as they now
existed, was held by the same indi-
viduals, there could be no injustice
done by bis motion. If there were
different stockholders apart from thege
municipalities and the main stock-
holders who held a larger portion of
the stock, then, on the face of it, it
would be unfair that these municipali-
ties sbould have what would appear to
be an unjust preference. le might be
referred to what occurred in the iRail-
way Committee on this subject, and
told that what had been carried
there, after due delberation, ought
to be endorsed here; but for
the purpose of assisting the pro-
moter to bring the Bill before the
House, he waived bis objection before
the Railway Committee, with the
understanding, ho inight almost say,
not of the promoter, but with the
legal gentleman who took charge of
the Bill, that they should fully discuss
before the House the claims he set
forth for these municipalities to have
their stock issued under the amalga-
mated com punies at its par value. Now,
although it was agreed that railway
companies had the right to come
before the House for legislation, they
must ail admit that, if an error was
made, the railway companies them-
selves were the least likely to suffer
under such legislation. And, if a rail-
way company, represented by a legal
gentleman, neglected to put before this
House information which would war-
rant them in taking what appeared on
the surface to b the rights of these
municipalities-rights which they pro-
perly possessed-if they failed to
give the House that information, be
thought they could not blame them
for attempting to prevent the com-

MR. McDoUGALL.

panies from getting such legislation a,
under other circumstances, they might
fairly b entitled to. Hle hoped the
House, in voting upon this question,
would not forget that nearly ail the
stock was held by the two cormpanies,
although, of course, there was a small
proportion of stock held by others, as
well as by those municipalities, and
ho saw no reason why they should be-
treated differently, because he thought
it was very likely that some attempt
might be made to interfere with the-
rights of those stockholders, just as
much as the riglits of the munici.
palities mentioned. But if thev
recollected that almost ail the stock
was held by those two companies, and
it made no difference to them what
became of their stock, as long as they
reliuced the rest of their stock, they
must conelude it was just and proper
in issuing amalgamatod stock, that no
reduction should be made. There
should be no attempt made to prove
that the municipalities holding stockin
the Canada Central ]Railway had not
the same rights as ail other persons
holding Canada Central Railway stock,
no matter whether those municipaW
ties made a good or a bad bargain at the-
time they made their purchase; thev
had the stock nowand were entitledt
to everything that would flow from it.
He had full confidence in leaving thi
matter in the hands of the House, and
expected from them a fair consideia-
tion of the merits of the case before
them.

MR. JONES (South Leeds) said he
thought the motion tt.at hd been
made was a very just one; but there
were other parties in the same positiOl
as those municipalities, who had not
been treated in a fair and just malnl'
He thought the legislation corning be
fore the House this Session was most
extraordinary legisiation, and Pl
ticularly this Bill, which ho though
was most unjust to many stockhohlers
and many original bondholders. Trfbi
was, as far as he could make out, thC
object of the Bill, for it would tak" a
Philadelphia lawyer to make it 0u.t
He did not think it should be placed
before the House until it had been re-
printed; he could not make hcad 0

tail of it. le would, thereforo,.c0ote"
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hiniself with stating the case with
regard to these parties. The Brock-
ville and Ottawa Railway Company
were obliged, by an Act of the Ontario
Legislature, passed in 1868, to take
25c. on the dollar for their original
bonds. Now they come to the Dom-
inion Parliament asking that the
Brockville and Ottawa Railway should
be amalgamated with the Canada Cen-
tral Railway, with power to issue
$6,500 per mile, and certain powers to
mortgage under certain deeds, which
would give them the power to write off
in toto the original stock taken at 25c.
on the dollar by the original bond-
holders. But what furtber did they
ask? They had received about a mil-
lion of dollars from these munici pali-
ties and from Brockville, and aout
350,000 acres of public land, and now
they asked to be amalgamated. le
did not think such resolution was just
on the part of this House. He would
mention also that this Bill should not
pass to its third reading until it had
been relrinted. In its present state no
one who did not belong to the legal
prof0ssion could possibly understand
it, and perhaps not one out of fifty
belonging to the profession.

Ma. LAFLAMME said the hon.
member for Leeds was quite in error
if lie believed there was any alteration
whatever made relative to the position
6t the bondholders or stockholders.
The only feature to which the hon.
muember for South Renfrew (Mr.
McDougail) objected was this: He
claimed that the municipalities in
which lie was interested, and which
held original stock to the amount of
648,000 in the Canada Central Railway,
should be affected by no reduction of
the original par value of the stock as
inade by this arrangement entered into
by the two companies. This was the
only objection the hon. gentleman
offered to the arrangement, and he
(Mr.Laflamme) could not see where the
objection lay. As far as the remarks
of the hon. member for South Leeds
(Mir. Jones) went, ho might say thereWas nothîng in the arrangement thattouched the position of the respective
ereditors of the Company; nothing
luld be done that affected their rights.Allthe guarantees they possessed re-

mained as they were, with the addi-
tional guaran tees accruing from the
transfer of the one company to the
other. It certainly could not entail
any loss whatever to them. With
respect to the objection of his hon.
friend from South Renfrew to the re-
duction of the stock, this was an
arrangement made by the two coin-
panies; they had united their respec-
tive assets, and they declared that,
after a reduction had been effected
on the stock of the Brockville and
Ottawa Railway, then the com-
pany was obliged to accept a propor-
tionate reduction of the respective
values of the two railways. The in-
terest upon the amalgamation of the
two companies would be paid to the
stockholders according to this valua-
tion of the stock ; consequently, he
could not see the objection, or the
reason of the oqjeetion, of the
hon. member for South Leeds.
If the stock was worth anything, the
interest or dividend would be paid pro-
portionately. As far as interfering with
any of the rights of any of the credi-
tors was concerned, he could positively
assure the hon. member for South
Leeds that there was not a word in
any of the provisions of this Bill which
could in any way affect or coneern
them. On the contrary, it was stated
that before the company entered into
any new engagements, resulting from
the authorization which they claimed
under this Bill, before assuming any
obligation whatever, no such obligation
could affect any particle of the pro-
perty of the railway before the actual
creditors, bondholders, or others, were
paid absolutely and completely. It
would be only after the actual existing
creditors were satisfied in full, that the
amalgamated company would be en-
titled to grant or give bonds to affect
the railway after amalgamation.

MR. HAGGART said there could be
no possible objection to the Bill. It
proposed simply the amalgamation
of two roads into one concern for the
purpose of managing it under a Board
of Directors. But there was a good
deal in the amendment moved by the
hon. member for South Renfrew, when
one came to consider the position of
these two roads proposed to be amal-
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gamated, the Canada Central and the
Brockville and Ottawa Railway. Nine-
teen-twentieths of the stock and bonds
of each of those roads were owned by
one individual. The hon. the Minister of
Justice, in making Lis statement, said
that the assets of the two companies
had been arranged between the two
by a mutual agreement which came
here to be ratified by Parliament, and
that an equal adjustment Lad been
found on which to base the proposed
Act of Parliament. That was the very
principle to which the hon. member
for South Renfrew objected. The hon.
member said he had no means of judg-
ing whether an equitable arrange-
ment Lad been prepared between
the two parties. No schedule or state-
ment of arrangement had been shown
before the Committee on Railways,
Canals and Telegraphs, upon whieh
that was founded. What the hon. mom-
ber Lad said was, that this legislation
proposed to lessen the position whieh
the municipalities hitherto had beld
in this concern, on grounds which he
had no means of finding were cor-
rect or not. He (Mr. Haggart) hcld
that the principle urged by his hon.
friend from South Renfrew was a cor-
rect one, that, when a public company
came here for legislation of this kind,
it should be prepared to show the
sehedule upon which such arrangement
was made, and that schedule should be
subject to the criticism of the stock-
holders. These gentlemen had not
furnished a schedule, and there was no
means of arriving at a conclusion as to
whether the arrangement was correct
or not. The argument used by the
hon. the Minister of Justice was, that
the Canada Central Railway Company
and the Brockville and Ottawa Rail-
way Company, would each take care of
irs interests. But when nineteen-
twentieths of the stock in each com-
pany was owned by one individual,
there could b no difficulty on the
score of conflicting interests. The
other objection taken by bis hon. friend
from South Leeds was, that the bond-
holuors had not been properly looked
after in this Bill. The original bond-
holders had been forced by an Act of the
Ontario Legislature to accept just such
legislation as was proposed here, sup-
posed to have the musent of the bond-

MI. HAGGART.

holders or the parties interested, to re-
duce their bonds 25 per cent. What
a farce it was to ask the consent of
three-fourths of the stockholders.
Here was a man who owned nineteen-
twentieths of the stock, and all that
was necessary wus to obtain his con-
sent and to wipe out the remain.
ing stockholders altogether. It did
not even require a majority
of the stockholders interested. Thes*e
parties who originally owned the
mortgage bonds on this road were
compelled by an Act of the Ontario
Legislature to take stock in the road
to the extent of 25c. on the dollar.
Here, now, was a proposition by which
$20,000 of bonds might be issued per
mile and placed on the two roads,
which might, at any time, exercise the
powers giveri them under this Act, ex-
traordinary powers, powers which
were generally taken in a railway
charter, and shut ont these stock-
holders. The proposition of bis hon.
friend was that the people who really
built this road were the municipalities
through which it passed; they advanced
$800,000 from the counties which he
represented, and $300,000 from Brock-
ville and Elizabethtown; while the
parties who had advanced a lot of iron
for the road and had received secured
bonds in return, had, by continually
working for legislation of this kind,
eventually legislated the municipali-
ties out of any interest in the road
whatever. They made an arrange-
ment by which the debt of the munici-
palities was assured by the company,
which lost to the municipalities ail
their claim for surplus money of the
Province which was to be divided
among the different municipalities.
[t was right that this Legislature should
see that the municipahties which ori-
ginally built that road should be fully
protected. The bondholders should
not be placed in a position of being de-
prived altogether of their securitY,
of which already 25c. in the dollar
had been legislated away by the extra-
ordinary powers conferred under this
Act.

MR. GALBRAITH said, with respect
to the position in which the companes
had been in the past, and the one 111
which they wished to be placed now,
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he did not think anything would be

gained by a long discussion. By the
Act of thc Ontario Legislature, passed
in 1868, a large reduction was made in
the securities on the Brockville & Ot-
tawa Railway Company. Those parties
who had been spoken of as holding a
large portion of bonds and stock in the
company, had advanced a great deal of
iron, and taken bonds of the company
s security. They found out, ulti-

mately, when these bonds anti the in-
terest accruing on them made an
indebtedness of some $600,000, that it
would be impossible for the rond to pay
the intercst on that indebtedness, or,

t any tirne, relieve itself of any por-
tion of the bonds. These parties came
nnd asked that these bonds be largely
reduced, and converted into ordinary
stock of the conpany, bearing no in-
terest, knowing there was no other
way in which the road could be saved
from insolvency. This Bill did not
intend to interfere with the present
proposition of the company in the
least. The amendment which the hon.
member for South Leeds intended to
move, would give these bonds their
original position as bonds of the com-
pany bearing interest, placing the
company back in the insoivent
position from which it was re-
lieved in 1868. With respect to the
charges made against these parties who
held securities of the Company, the
people of Canada ought, rather, to
sympathise with them, and relieve to
the utmost of their power those men
who had suffered severe loss from
odvancing capital to build our rail-
roads. Ultimately, taking advantage
'f the Act under whieh they had con-
>tructed that road, they were enabled
,y an action in the Court in Chanceryt laim a certain amount of land for
the building of the road. They made
aU arrargement with the company at
that time, by whieh tho indebtedness of
ýhe nMunicipalities to the Ontario Gov-
eifl'nent was cancelled, which debt
would, undoubtedly, have had to be
laid, the only question being whether

could have been paid or not. How-
ever, t was finally cancelled, and therewas no refaso)n now to find fault with
the action, le (Mr. Galbraith) had areat deal of experience in the ma-

-ement of that institution for a

number of years before it obtained
that relief. Nothing could have hap-
pened more in the interests of
the niunicipalities, than to be al-
together relieved of their connec-
tion with the railway ut that time.
With respect to the motion now before
the -Bouse, he thought it very unfair to
ask that the issu@ of stock to parties
holding 425 shares in the road sbhould
retain its par value, while other parties
who had really advanced a good deal
of capital by which the road had been
built, had agreed to reducetheir stock.
These parties held some 12,000 shares,
as against 425 shares. It would not
injure the municipalities in the least
when that reduction was made pro
rata ; should there, at any time, be a
dividend, it would be simply on the
reduced shares. One of the principal
objections of the hon. member for Ren-
frew was that the municipalities were
placed in an unfair position with
respect to claims on these railways.
The hon. member for North Leeds
wanted the stock of the Brockville and
Ottawa Railway Company to be made
very much better than it now was, by
converting it into ordinary bonds of
the Company. Consequently, there
existed a large issue between them.
The flouse would, at once, see the
justice and propriety of retaining the
Bill as it now stood before the House,
without allowing any of those amend-
ments to take place.

HR. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
the objection of the lion. member for
South Renfrîew was, that certain muni-
cipalities in his county had aided
in the construction of a portion of
the Canada Central, and that their
position should remain as it was
at present. The hon. gentleman
objected, and ho (Mr. White) thought
the objection a valid one, that the
stock be reduced below its present
value. Ie (Mr. White) thought that
was fair and reasonable, and did not see
why the promoter of tie Bill should
object to it. It might bo quite true,
as the hon. member for North Lanark
had stated, that the municipaiities of
Lanark, Renfrew, and Brockville, and
Elizabethtown, had been relieved of
their indebtedness to the Ontario Gov-
ernment, in respect to the Municipal
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Loan Fund. But the hon. gentleman
had forgotten that in the arrangement
which was made for the wiping out of
that Municipal Loan Fund indebted-
ness, a large sum of money had been
distributed to those municipalities
which had not become indebted to
the Municipal Loah Fund. The
amount wbich would bave been
paid to the municipalities of Lanark,
Renfrew, Brockville and Elizabeth-
town. was forfeited on account of the
aid they had rendered those railways.
He did not propose to discuss this
matter at great length. Tho mover of
the amendment had, he thought, very
fairly stated the position in which the
municipalities would be placed by the
Bill now proposed by the hon. mem-
ber for North Lanark, and he thought
there was no injustice whatever in
asking that these municipalities retain
their present position.

Amendment (Mr. McDougall, South
Renfrew), negatived on the following
division:-

Messieurs
Baby, Lanthier,
Barthe, McDonald (Cape Bre-
Benoit, ton),
Blanchet, MeDougall (Renfrew),
Bolduc, McKay (Colchester),
Bourbeau, Macmillan,
Bowell, McCallum,
Casey, McQuade,
Cimon Malouin,
Costigan, Masson,
Desjardins, Methot,
Dewdney, Mitchell,
Dugas, Monteith,
Farrow, Montplaisir,
Ferguson, Ouimet,
Flesher, Palmer,
Fraser, Pinsonneault,
Gibbs (Ontario North), Platt,
Gibbs (Ontario South), Robinson,
Gill, Rouleau,
Haggart, Ryan,
Harwood, Schultz,
Hurteau, Wallace (S. Norfolk),
Jones (Leed3), White (Hastings),
Kirkpatrick, White (Renfrew)-50-
Langevin,

Appleby,
Archibald,
Bain,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Bi ar,
Blackburn,
Blain,
Borden,

Messieurs

Rall,
Riginbotham,
Holton,
Horton,
Huntington,
Irving,
Jetté,
Jores (Halifax),
Killam,
Kirk,

Borron,
Bourassa,
Bowmau,
Boyer,
Brouse,
Brown,
Buell,
Bunster,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Byrpee (Sunbury),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casgrami,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Cockburn,
Coffin,
Cook,
Coupai,
Davies,
Dawson,
Delorme,
De St. Georges,
Devtin,
Dymond,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Forbes,
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Geoffrion,
Gibson,
Gillies,
Gillmor,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Guthrie,
Hagar,

Ma. PALMER
ment.

Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Landerkin,
Langlois,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto),
MacKay (Cape Breton),
Mackenzie,
McCraney,
McGregor,
McIntyre,
,11cNab,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Norris,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,

Robillard,
Ross (East Durham),
Ross (Prince Edward)
Rymal,
8catcherd,
Scriver,
Shibley,
Short,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Selkirk),
Snider,
Taschereau,
Thompson(Haldimand),
Trow,
Wallace (Alhert),
Young.-101.

moved in amend.

I That the report be not now received, but
that it be referred back to Committee of the
Whole, with instructions to amend the same
by striking out clause 13 of the Bill."

He said that under that clause the
amalgamated company could make
contracts for the building of a con-
siderable length of railway, and yet,
under that section of the Bill, part of
the company's property would not be
answerable for the liability so created.
Such legislation would be disastrous to
the welfare of the country, and he pro-
tested against its adoption.

Ma. LAFLAMME said the only
principle that was involved in this
section was, that the company might
contract for the building of the exten-
sion of the western section, without
the eastern section becoming liable for
the debts thus incurred. The clause
added nothing, and involved no new
principle. There could be no reason-
able objection raised to it, for there

MR. WHITE.
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was no violation of any sound prin-

ciple of legislation or of equity.

Amendment negatived on a divi-ion.

Amendments read the frst and second
times and agreed to.

Mit. GALBRAITH moved:

That the Bill be now read the third time."

Ma. JONES (South Leeds) moved
in amendment:

" That the Bill be not now read a third
time, but that it be re-committed to a Com-
nittee of the Whole, with instructions that

they bave power to add to clause 9, the fol-
lowing:

" That the holders of stock in the Brock-
ville & Ottawa Railway Company represent-
ing original ordinary bonds with the overdue
coupons of said Railway Company, and con-
verted by clause 3 of the Act chapter 44,
31st Victoria, of the Province of Ontario,
entitled: ' An Act fhr the conversion of the
ordinary bonds and old stock of the Brock-
ville & Ottawa Railway Company into re-
duced new stock, and for other purposes,'
into the new paid-up stock in the capital of
said Railway Company, at the rate oftwenty-
five cents on the dollar, shall be placed in
t e position of ordinary original bondholders
by the transfer of bonds out of the twenty
thousand dollars issued per mile now by this
Act to be made, to the extent of the stock
now held by them, and which was taken for
original ordinary bonds at twenty-five cents
on the dollar, under and by virtue of the
before mentioned Act, 31st Victoria, chapter
44, of the Province of Ontario."

le said the Bill would have the effect
of creating a very great monopoly
through this section of the country.
This was not a large company spread
over England or the whole of Canada
and the United States, with stock-
holders at many points, but it corisisted
of a single firm in England which bad
supplied some iron for the road. There
was no reservation in the Bill as to
wbich should be charged for freight or
passengers. The measure would be one
Which would do great injustice to the
people of this section of country, and
ihat «wòuld be found by experience.

Amendment negatived on a division.

Amendments read'the first and second
time and agreed to.

Bill read the third time and passed.

LA SOCIETE DE CONSTRUCTION DU
COMTE D'HOCHELAGA BILL.

[BILLNO. 48.]

( Mr.Jet.

THIRD READING.

House resolved itself into Conmmittee-
on said Bill.

Bill ordered to be reported.
Hfouse resumed.
Bill reported.
Bill read the third tine and passed.

RELIEF OF HUGH1 HUNTER BILL.
[BILL No. 58 ]

(Mr. KcCarthy.}

THIRD RBADING.

House resolved itself into Committe&
on said Bill.

House resumed.
Bill reported.

MR. McCARTHY moved the third
reading of the Bill.

Motion agreed to on the following
division

YEAs:

Messieurs
Archibald, Little,
Bain, Macdonald (Centre
Bertram, Toronto),
Biggar, Macdougall (East
Blain, Elgin),
Borden, McDougall (Renfiew-
Borron, MacKay (Cape Bre-
Bowell, ton),
Bowman, McKay (Colchester)
Brouse, Maekenzie,
Buell, Macmillan,
Burk, McCallum,
Burpee (St. John), McCraney,
Campbell, McGregor,
Carmichael, McNab,
Charlton, Metcalfe,
Christie, Mills,
Church, Monteith,
Cockburn, Norris.
Coffin, Oliver,
Cook, Palmel,
Davies, Paterson,
Dawson, Pettes,
DeCosmos, Pickard,
Dymond, Platt,
Farrow, Plumb,
Ferris, Ray,
Fleming, Robinson,
Flesher, Rochester,
Fraser, Ross (East Durham),
Gibbs (Ontario North), Ross (West Middlesex>
Gibbs (Ontario South), Ross (Prince Edward)
Gillies, Rymal,
Gillmor, Scatcherd,
Goudge, Schultz,

(APRL .3, 1878.]General



1660

Greenway,
Guthrie,
Hagar,
Hall,
Higinbotham.
Horton,
Kirk,
Kirkpatrick,
Landerkin,

Baby,
Bartbe,
Béchard,
IBenoit,
Bernier,
Blanchet,
Bolduc,
ïBourassa,
Bourbeau,
Boyer,
Brown.
Casgrain,
Cheval,
Cimon,
Costigan,
Coupal,
Delorme,
Desjardins,
De St. Georges,
Devlin,
Dugas,
Fiset,
Forbes,
Fréchette
Geoffrion,
Gibson,
Gil,
Harwood,
Holton,
Hurteau,
Irving,
Jetté,

General 1 COMMONS.]
Shibley,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Snider,
Thompson (Haldimand)
Wallace (Albert),
White (East Hast-

ings).-84.

NAYS :

Messieurs

Jones (Halifax),
Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Langevin,
Langlois,
Lanthier,
Lani e r,
Macdonald (Cornwall)
McDonald ( Jape

Breton),
MeDongali (Three

Rivers),
McIntyre,
Mc [saac,
Malouin,
Masson,
Méthot,
Montplaisir,
Onimet,
Perry,
Pinsonneault,
Pope (Compton',
Robillard,
Robitaille
Rouleau,
Roy,
Short,
Smith (Peel)
St. Jean
Taschereau,
Wade.-61.

Bill read the third tine, and passed on
,the same division.

RELIEF OF GEORGE FROTHINGHAM
JOHNSTON BILL.-[BILL No. 59.]

(Air. Fraser.)

THIRD READING.

Flouse resolved itself into Comjnittee
-in said Bill.

Bill ordered to be reported, with an
:amendment.

House resuned.
Bill reported.
Amendrment read the fßrst and second

tnes and concurred in.

Ma. FRASER moi-ed the third read-
ing of the Bill.

Motion agreed to on a division.
MR. MCCARTIIY.

Business.

PRIVATE BILLS.

TIURD READINGP.

The following Bill was considered in
Committee of the Whole, reported, read
the third time andpassed:

Bill (No. 19) Respecting the Port Whitby
Harbour Company.-(Mr. Bure.)

MONTREAL AND CITY OF OTTAWA
JUNCTION RAILWAY BILL.

[BILL No. 57.]

(Mr. McNab.)

House resolved itself into Committee
on the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

MR. PLUMB said that the hon.
member who had charge of the Bill
(Mr. McNab) had not produced a list
of the shareholders of the company,
which had been requested in Com-
mittee. He thought that the request
was reasonable.

MR. LANGEVIN said he had wished
to have this brought before the Com-
mittee, but he had ascertained that the
Bill had been carefully considered by
the other Flouse, and that a large
majority of the Committee there was
satisfied with the Bill as it stood.
Under the circumstances, therefore, he
would not press the matter, but would
leave to the majority the responsibility
of passing this measure.

MR. PLUMB said that, if there
were sound and sufficient reasons why
this list should not be produced, of*course
he was unable to press the point. He
merely wanted to call the attention of
the louse to the fact. There must be
some strong reason for keeping the
names of the shareholders back.
Those who objected to this reasonable
request would, of course, be prepared
to assume the responsibility, and n)
further opposition to the Bill would be
offered by him. He presumed that
the Governmont was fully aware of all
the circumstances, and that it assumed
all the consequent responsibility.

MR. OLIVER said the promoter of
the Bill was only asked for the stock
list the previous day before the Com-
mittee, and it was impossible for him
to get it ready in so short a time. 11e
might state, also, that it was not usual,
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so far as he knew, to ask for a stock
listwhen the charter ras merely ex-
tended and amended.

MR. PLUMB said that, on a pro-
vious occasion when a Bill of this
kind was before the House, the char-
ter was produced and scrutinized by
the members of the Committee. If the
lion. member for Glengarry would as-
sure them that the share list was so
extensive that the names could not be
copied in three days, the explanation
made by the bon. member for North
Oxford would be accepted. Until such
an answer was given, he (Mr. Plumb)
nust say the omission was a very grave
one, and formed a precedent which he
thought his friends on the opposite
side would be the first to violate when
another Bill of a similar character was
brought before the House. He could
not understand why, when legislation
of this sort was asked for, the louse
should not be put in possession of all
the facts connected with the organiza-
tion of a road such as this.

MR. WHITE (East Hastings) said
when the Bill was before the Commit-
tee there was an understanding that
the stockholders' names should be sub-
nitted. He had no objection to the

time for the completion of the rond
being extended to six years longer,
but he was of opinion that eight
years was long enough to build eighty-
tour miles of road. Those persens
who, according to agreement had paid
bonuses towards its completion, had
not yet got anything in return ; but, as
the promoters of the Bill said they
really required six years longer in
which to accomplish the work; he would
not oppose their wishes, but would
withdraw any objection he might have
made.

MR. COOK said the hon. member for
East Hastings had alleged that, so long
as the present Government remained in
power, there would be a depression.
le thought the hon. gentleman had
better withdraw his objection. The
Government would have another five
Years' tenure of office, and, according
to the hon. gentleman, nothing would
be done towards the completion of theroad during that period. The hon.
gentleman seemed to be the champion
of those municipalities which had

already paid their money, but lie (Mr.,
Co-k) would ask him if he thought the.
construction of the road would be ad-
vanced witbout such legislation as this..

MR. WITE said he had withdrawn
his objectioî. He had not, during the-
present Session, either in Parliament
or out of it, said anything about the-
Government being the cause of the de-
pression which existed. One thing he-
was certain of, and that was: that the
hon. gentleman would not get back
again by spending $28,000 as ho had
done before. The less, therefore, the-
hon. gentleman said about the matter,
the better. Any gentleman who had,
to buy his way into Parliament should.
not be the first to get up in this way;
it ill became him to say one word
about the matter. He (Mr. White),
said not one word which might
lead any one to call him the
champion of those municipalities,.
but he did think when parties
paid money as a free gift towards the
construction of the road, and still con-
tinued to pay taxes, as well as the in-
terest, on the money already given,
they should get the road as soon as
possible. They did not expect any
stock, nor did they seck their money
back; all they wanted was the use of
the road. Fourteen years was, cer-
tainly, a long time to construct 84
miles of road, and, if the present Gov-
ernment could not push things on
quicker than that, it would be a long
time before the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way was built. He would just say, in
conclusion, that he thought the lion.
member for North Simcoe would have
to do all he possible could oefore he
was through with his little game.

Ma. COOK said the hon. member
for North Simcoe had played that
game three times, and did not receive
any of the Canadian Pacifie Railway
money towards his expenditure. He
would like te ask the hon. member for
Hastings how much of that Canadian
Pacifie Railway fund ho had had to-
secure his election. He thought it ill
became an hon. gentleman to mention
anything about the expenditure ot'
money in this way, after the
legislation made in the House on
former occasions, especially when he-
pointed out that the expenditure-
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of the member for North Simcoe was
not that candidate's own.money, but
came from Sir Hugh Allan's fund.

MR. BLANCHET: I would like to
know what relation the question of
the Simcoe election has to the matter
before the House?

MR. BOWELL said ho was not pre.
sont at the Committoe meeting, noither
did he know what reasons were given
why the list of stockholders, which was
promised had not been laid before the
House. If thatpromise was made, the
hon. member for Glongarry should
certainly have vouchsafed isome ex-
planation as to why he bad not kept
that promise.

MR. HOLTON said the hon. mem-
ber for Charlevoix asked the hon.
member for Glengarry,i n Committee,to
bring down the share list, but no under-
standing to tht. effect was arrived at.
The Committee did not think it noces-
sary to enjoin this, nor bad he (Mr.
Holton) in the course of his experience,
extending over a considerable number
of years, known such a demand to be
made in the case of small roads. In
the case of large roads, the Canada
Sonthern for instance, information of
that kind was given to the House, but
there were no special reasons for that
course to be followed in the present
case.

Ma. BOWELL said this was one of
that peculiar class of roads, which, so
far as the stockholders were concerned,
was more nominal than real. It was a
scheme probably for the purpose of
securing a road with Municipal and
Governmental aid and there could not
be a list of shareholders of that bona

fide character which, generally speak-
ing, should exist in such undertakings.
He did not ask that the time should be
reduced, if the promoters of the Bill
desired it to be extended, for the com-
pletion of the road, nor did ho advocate
the production of the share list. He
wished merely to say in defence of bis
hon. friend from East Hastings that the
hon. member for North Simcoe was
evidently not acquainted with the fiacts
corneocted with that gentleman's elec-
tion, or ho would not have placed him-
self in the position he had. It
might, peihaps, bo information for

MR. CooK.

him to know that bis (Mr. Bowell's)
hon. friend was opposed very stren-
uously by the Governiment of the day.
11e could not, therefore,have used publie
money improporly, because the Gov-
ernment were not at all likely to sup.
ply him with funds either from Sir
Hugh Allan or any one el'e to assist
him in his election; in faet, they did
what they could to keep him ont of
the House. He made this explanation
with the view of showing to a mil-
lionaire, who could squander $20,000
or 830,00 to gain a seat, that ho could
not attack another hon. gentleman for
a supposed expenditure of money re.
coived from a supposed source-a
source which comprised his most bit.
ter and vindictive enemies on the oc.
casion of bis election.

3Ma. PLIUMB said ho did not agrec
with the hon. member for Chateau-
guay, that this Bill was of so simple a
character as he would lead the House
to suppose. He beliered it would
introduce a radical change, for it
permitted a certain company to issue
bonds and preforential stock. It seem-
ed to him very strange that his hon.
friend who knew how much depended
upoa legislation ot this kind, should
say that the Bill was of a simple chai-
acter. He could not understand
why the list of shareholders should
not be insisted upon ; there must
be some weighty teason for witb-
holding it. At this late period of
the Session ho had every desire
to accelerate the business of the HIouse
and ho did not take the objection to
the Bill expressed by his hon. friend
from East Hastings, becau-e ho was
not acquainted with the position of the
municipalities in retrenco theroto.
In constructing a road of this sort, h e
thought itdesirablethat the promotOrs
should have the extension they sought
for. Their request was a very naturai
one, but ho could not see why the hon.
member 'or Glengarry should pireserve
such a mysterious silence. There was1
no reason why a list of the share-
holders should not be subrnitted. If
there were no shareholders, it would
be easy for the hon. gentleman to safy
so ; and, if on the other hand, the
names were so numerous as to re-
quire a considerable time to allow of
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their being copied, that would readily
be granted.

MR. ROCHESTER did not think it
would make any niaterial difference
whether the list was submitted or not.
The object of the Bill was simply to
place the company in a position to
complete the road, and in that way the
municipalities referred to would be
benefitted. Thore had been for a
number of years a depression which
was experienced, not only by indivi-
duals, but by municipalities. The Bill
then would have the effect of enabling
them to complote this road as soon as
possi ble.

MR. PLIUMIB said the House morely
wanted to know who composed thecom-
pany. They were not told by the pro-
moter of the Bill, and so were legislating
entirely in the dark. The only thing
they knew was that there was a char-
ter on the books, and that a certain
ainount of work had been donc. Why,
then, did not the hon. member for
Glengarry, instead of preserving this
sphinx-like and mysterious silence,
rise and give the bouse the informa-
tion desired. The request was a very
reasonable one, and to refuse it was
to treat the House with want of
resp)cCt.

MR. ROCHESTER said that, when
a Bill of this description had passed
through the iRailway Committee and
the Senate as well, ho did not think
there need be so much cavilling about
iL.

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resuned.
Bi i l reported.
Bill read the third time and passed.

BETTER TRANSLATION OF THE BRITISH
NORTH AMERICA ACT.

(Mr. Fréchette.)

COMMITTEE APPOINTED.

Order for resuming adjourned debate
en Mr. Fréchette's motion, that a
Special Committee be appointed to
consider the question of a better trans-
lation in French of " The British
North America Act, 1867; " said
U(lmmittee to be composed of Messrs.
Fréchette, Béchard, Jetté, Taschereau,
Baby, iMousseau and Casey, read.

MR. M[CHELL asked for explana-
tions with respect to the motion.

MR. FRÉCHETTE said the matter
was discussed at some length the other
day, and he than gave his reasons in
support of the motion.

MR. LANGEVIN said ho was absent
when the motion was discussed, and if
no reasons were now given for the
motion he must vote against it.

Mr. FRÉCHETTE said that, if ho
was not mistaken, the whole cf his
renarks had been reported in the
Ransard.

MR. BLANCHET said he thought
the discussion had closed the other
day, whon the hon. member for South
Bruce (Mlr. Blake) stated that very
likely in a short time a Commission
would bo appointed by the Govern-
ment for the codification of our laws,
and then it would be competen t for the
Government to appoint some gentle-
men to sec that the translation of the
laws was properly made.

MR. KIRKPATRICK saids he had
the pleasure of hearing the speech of
the mover of the resolution, and, there-
fore, ho was not in the same position
as several other hon. members. But he
must say that ho did not bear the hon.
mem ber for Lévis give any satisfacto-y
reasons why they should appoint a
Select Committee to revise the trans-
lation of the British North America
Act. They knew that the appointment
of a Select Committee involved more
or less of expense. They had had several
Select Committees appointed during
this Parliament, and, according to the
return brought down the other day,
these Committees had cost the country
a good round sum tof money. Perhaps
this would not cost so much, but, never-
theless, it would cost something; and
the question was, would the result of
this Committee justify any expense
being incurred ? Would the result of
getting this Act translated by politi-
cal partizans-because it would be
nothing more nor les,-justify any
expense at all ? We had French
translators, and if they could not ade-
quately perform their duties, it was the
duty of the Govornment to dismiss
them and get others; it should not be
left to some political partizan of the
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House t, air their knowledge of that
beautiful language, and to translate
this important Act of Parliament. But
it must be remembered that this was
only to please the fancy of hon. gen-
tlemen opposite, because, as was said
the other night by the hon. member
for South Bruce, if the translation of
this Act of Parliament altered the word
Dominion to Puissance, or the old
French word .Dominion was retained, it
would have no effect upon the Act, be-
cause it was an English Act of Parlia-
ment, and an English Statute.
And, therefore, whatever transla-
tion hon. gentlemen opposite or
their Committtee determined upon,
would have no effect upon the Act, and
every hon. gentleman on that Commit-
tee would have the opportunity of
translating the Act as it pleased him.

MR. MACKENZIE: Hear. hear.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said the hon.
gentleman was, he kiew, competent to
do a great many things; but he (Mr.
Kirkpatrick) doubted his ability to
perform that woriz. le certainly must
dissent from the motion, as he failed to
see how any practical good could flow
from it. Ife thought that a proper
translation could be made when the
laws of the Dominion were consolidated
and codified.

Mît. MITCHELL asked if the Gov-
ernment supported this motion; and, if
so, why they did not take it in band
themselves, instead of shirking their
responsibility by referring it to a
Committee ?

Question proposed and motion agreed
to on the following division:

YEA8 :
Messieurs

Archibald,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Borden,
Borron,
B.urassa,
Brown,
Buelli
Burpee (St John),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casgrain,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Cockburn,

Jones (lalifax),
Killam,
Kirk,
Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Landerkin,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto),
Macdougall (East

Elgin),
MeDougall (South Ren-

frew),
MacKay (Cape Breton),
Mackenzie,
M cGraney,
McGregor,

i Cook,
Davies,
Delorme,
De. St. Georges,
Devlin,
Dymond,
Fîset,
Fleming,
Forbes,
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Geoffrion.
Gibson,
Gillies,
Gilituor,
( oudge,
Guthrie,
Hall,
Higinhotham,
IPolton,
Horton,
Huatington,
Irv ,
je'té

MeNab,
Metcalfe,
Méthiot,
Mills,
Montplaisir,
Norris,
Oliver,
Ouimet,
Paterson,
Picard,
Pouliot,
Richard,
Ross i(Durham),
Ross (Middlesex),
Ross (Prince Edward)
Rouleau,
Rymal,
Scatcherd,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Snider,
Taschereau,
Trow.-80.

NAYs :

Messieurs

Appleby, Lanthier,
Beýrtram, Little,
Biggar, Macdonald (Kingston),
Bianchet, McDonald (Cape
Bolduc, Breton),
Bourbeau, McKay (Coichester),
Bowell, Macmillan,
Brooks, McCallum,
Burk, McQuade,
Burpee (Sunbury), Malouin,
Caron, Masson,
Cimon, Mitchell,
Costigan, Monteith,
Coupai, Orton,
Currier, Pettes,
Cuthbert, Pinsonneault,
Daoust Platt,
Desjardins, Plumb,
Dugas, Pope (Compton),
Farrow, Robillard,
Ferguson, Robitaille,
Ferris, Rochester,
Gibbs (Ontario North), Roy,
Gibbs (Ontario South), Ryan,
Gili, Schultz,
Haddow. Scriver,
Hagar, Sinclair,
Harwood, Wade,
Hurteau, Wallace (AIbert),
Jones (Leeds), Wallace (Norfolk),
Kirkpatrick, White (East Hasting"h
Langerin, White (Renfrew).__6

WINTER NAVlGATION OF THE ST.
LAWRENCE.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for the consideration of the
proposed motion of Mr. Fréchette-

" That in the opinion of* tiis House it iS
desirabie that the Governnient should take
steps to test the possibility of navigating the
St. Lawrence from Quebec to the ocean
during the winter season."
read.

MR. KIRKPATRICK.

[COMMO-Nq.] of the St. Lawrence.
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MR. MACKENZIE said he admitted
the very great importance of the sub-

jýct of winter navigation and the
desirability of ascertaining whethcr it
was practicable, but he did not con-
sider it would add to the importance
of the subject or the means to secure its
being carried ont, to pass the present
motion ; and he would, therefore,
request the hon. member, who had
secured what ho desired, a full discus-
tion on the subject, to withdraw his
motion.

Ma. PERRY said the motion
was one entitled to consideration. He
thought the success of the Northern
Liqht, in navigating the Straits of
Northumberland during the winter
heasen, had demonstrated the prac.
ticability of winter navigation of the

St. Lawrence, which could be done
with much greater facilitv than the
navigation of the Straits, inas-
much as in the Straits the ice

rammed between the Island and the
inainland, owing to the passage being
so narrow, while in the Gulf the ice
kept drifting about. The principal
trouble would be that a steamer
titted to navigate in the ice would not
be suitable to cross the Atlantic. He
was surprised the other evening to
lear hon. members, especially the hon.
merber for Northumberland, pro-
founCing winter navigation a
delusion and a snare, and con-
lemnin< the Northern Light as
a failure. It was a well-
known fact that that steamer had
proved of great benefit to the people of
the Island. Up to 1867, they had no
coamunication with the mainiand for
five or six months in the year. Since
thi steamer had been in operation,
merchants had imported goods, during
tbee months, from lialifax, St. John,

Montreal, and elsewhere ; the boat cros-
sing three times a week, with the
exception of a few days in February
nId March. The consequence was,

mnerchants could import their goods
'hen they pleased, and not have them
litig on their shelves six months,
lsing interest, and be obliged to charge
extra, on that account, in retailing
them. In order to prove his state.
ments, he had obtained from the De-
Partment of Marine and Fisheries a

105

statement showing the number of trips
which the steamer had made since
19th December last, up to 7th Marcb,
which he would read. During that
time, she had made twenty-five round
trips between Georgetown and Pictou,
and had carriel 1,325 packages of
freight, 349 passengers, and 361 mail
bags. The steamer had exceeded his
most sanguine expectations and had
done what he did not expect any
steamer could do, and the Government
deserved praise, instead of blame, for
its action, and for the money which
they had well expended on this
steamer. He hoped the Govern-
ment would avail themselves of the
experience of the Northern Light, and
establish winter navigation of the St.
Lawrence down, perhaps, as far as
Newfoundland.

MR. FRECHETTE said he wished
to answer some of the arguments used
by those hon. members who had
thought proper to oppose his motion.
The hon. member for Northumborland
had been kind enough to say the
other day that ho (Mr. Fréchette) had
been talking of something ho know
nothing about. The only reply he
could make was, that ho did not claim
any personal experience or knowledge
of most of the tacts to which he had
referred. He had based ail his ar-
guments on undeniable authorities,
that was, on the testimony of men of
undoubted conpetency. The bon.
member could not have read the evi-
dence adduced before the Committee;
if he had, he would not have repeated
here, at great, loss of time, ail the old
arguments which have been so victor-
iously refuted by that evidence. Had
the hon gentleman listened to his (Mr.
Fréchette's) remarks the other day, lie
would not have been so severe, and
have ridiculed the idea of shipping
lumber, during the winter, from Quebec
to England, an idea to which he (Mr.
Fréchette) had not given utterance.
He had talked about sawn timber,
which was a quite different thing; if
sawn timber or lumber could be ship-
ped at any season of the year from
Quebec to England, pine timber would
be exported, sawn to dimensions, thas
giving double employment to the
saw mills. The hon. gentleman said,

Winter Navigation
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What about the buoys ? The buoys
were not a very important matter dur-
ing winter. He would refer the hon.
gentleman to the ovidence given on
that subject by the witnesses to whom
ho had alluded. The buoys were not
necessary during the winter, inasmuch
as the shores, rocks and shoals were
eovered with border ice; and besides,
there was always a band of floating
ice on one side of the river, that was
under lee of the passing vessel, which
protected ber from the danger of run-
ning ashore. The hon. gentleman had
tried to be very offensive towards Mr.
Sewell in characterizing him as a
visionary. Mr. Sewell would not go
so far as to compare the hon. member
for Northumberland to a great con-
queror. At the same time, le (Mr.
Sewell) remembered well that Napo-
leon, although le did not represent
Northumberland, called once the man
who invented steamboats visionary.
He would, at the same time, say, in
reference to the remarks made by the
bon. member for Terrebonne, with re-
gard to the peculiar construction of
steamboats proposed to be built, that
the witnesses did not say that these
steamboats ought to be constructed
after a peculiar model, and that they
could not be navigated elsewhere than
in the River St. Lawrence. These
steamboats ought to have a stronger
stern, that was all. Moreover, he
would refer the hon. gentleman to the
evidence given by the most ex-
perienced, perhaps, of all the winesses
examined, who said that the Allan
steamers, as now constructed, could
run very easily during the winter
months from Quebec to the Gulf and
back. He based his opinion upon this
fact: that these steamers, in the spring,
encountered the heavy floating ice
which ran down the St. Lawrence at
that season, while, during the winter
months, they would not be exposed to
this, for they would encounter only
the winter ice which formed every
day. In answer to the remarks of
the hon. member for Queen's County,
which were very sovere and un-
just against the Northern Light, he
would quote resolutions passed in the
county meeting at Georgetown, which
gave the best answer possible to the
hon. membor's charges. The resol-i-
tions were as follows:

Mi. FRcurTT.

" Pursuant to notice, a public county meet.
ing was held in the Court Bouse, George.
town, on Tuesday afternoon, the 12th inst.
M. McCormack, Esq., High Sheriff, presided
and R. Munro acting as Secretary.

" The Sheriff read the speeches of Messr
McIntyre and Pope, made at Ottawa, respect-
ing the Northern Light.

" Hon. Archibald J. Macdonald read and
moved the following resolution:-

"' Whereas, It appears by the published de.
bates and proceedings in the Senate and
House of Commons that efforts are being
made to decry the performance of the steani-
boat Northern Light as a winter boat for the
Gulf service, and that some of our represen.
tatives have spoken in ternis condemnatory
of the route now traversed by the said
steamer between Pictou, in Nova Scotia, and
Georgetown, Prince Edwa-d Island, basing
their opposition to the said line of communi-
cation on the occurrence of an accident, or
error of judgment, which led to the detentioni
of the boat for a short period of time in the
Gulf-an error which, under due regulations,
and profiting by experience, may never occur
again.

"'Resolved: That it is the opinion of this
meeting that if an additional boat of the
sanie power and capacity of the Northern
Light were placed on the route between Pic.
t(u and Georgetown, the service as now per-
formed proves conclusively that daily con-
inunication can be naintained between the
nainland and the Province during the entire
winter session.'"
He believed this result was a suffi-
cient answer to the extraordinary
speech of the hon. membor for Queen's
County, P.E.I., delivered the other day
on this subject. The same hon. meni-
ber had thought proper to characterize
his remarks as a " heap of nonsense."
And when called to order, the hon.
gentleman said if he could not say it
hore, he would say it elsewhere. The
opinions of the hon. gentleman were
perfectly indifferent to him (Mr. Fré-
chette), and ho would not pay the
slightest attention to his attacks,
whether made inside or outside of Par-
liament. As lie believed, under prosent
circumstances, his motion would not be
carried, he begged leave to withdraw
it.

Motion, with leave of the fHouse,
withdrawn.

MONTREAL CITY AND DISTRICT SAV-
INGS BANK.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for the further consideratiofi
of the proposed motion of Mr. Tasche-
reau, for an Address praying lis Excel-

District Savings Bank.(COMMON S.]
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Iency the Governor-General, to apply
the 9th sub-section of section 6, chap.
7, 34 Victoria, in order to obtain from
the City and District Savings Bank of
Montreal, and cause to he laid before
this louse, certain statements as to
the affairs of the said Bank, read.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD said
there seemed to be good reason why
information should be furnished as to
advances made by the bank on Ameri-
can, which were, of course, foreign
securities. It was proper that Parlia-
ment should know whether such an
institution bad dabbled in foreign
securities, and, if so,in what secunrities,
as a savings bank bad no right to do a
speculative business. It was evident
the hon. the Finance Minister was pre-
pared to furnish only such information
as could be obtained without applying
to him, and refuse all other.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT moved in
amendment:

"That the said motion be amended by
striking out all the words after '1871,' in the
first paragraph of the said motion ; and also
by striking out paragraphs 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,
12 and 13, of the said motion."

MR. TASCHEREAU said lie could
not object to the amendment, as his
object in submitting the motion to the
louse had been secured. Nevertheless,

be held that all the information asked
for was required in the public interest,
and should be known to the House.
lowever, since the motion bad been
made, ali the facts had been brought
out and published in a leading paper
in Montreal.

Ma. MITCHELL: ln what paper ?

MR. TASCHEREAU: In the Mon
treal Gazette.

Amendment agreed to.
The motion, as amended, agreed to,and the said Address voted, and is as

follows:
"Resolved, That an humble Address be

Presented to His Excellency the Governor-
IGeneral, praying him to apply the 9th sub.
section of Section 6, Chapter 7, 37 Victoria,n1 order to obtain from the City and DistrictSavings Bank of Montreal, and causete b laid before this House when so

t't. A statement showing the positicu at
the period of its re-organization in 1871.

1o51

2nd. A statement showing how the Direc-
tors fixed at $180,000 the surplus or poor
Fund, and by what process they arrived at
that figure, and if the said surplus was
limited to that amount.

3rd. A staterment showing how the capital
stock was taken up, the names of share-
holders, and if said stock was subscribed
before or after the day and hour when the
books should bave been opened according to
Law.

4th. The sums paid by the Phareholders
upon their subscription of stock since 1871,
and date of re-organization.

5th. A statement showing which of the
shareholders paid in cash; those that did
not; and how they did pay ; if by promis-
sory notes, and if so, when discounted and
whether retired at maturity.

6th. A statement of the dividends paid in
each year since 1871, date of re-organization.

7th. A list of the present Directors and
what amount of steck they respectively hold
in the Bank.

8t.h. A list of the present shareholders,
and what amount of stock they reepectively
hold in the Bank.

INSOLVENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

FBILL No. 24.]

(Mr. Bouassa.)

SECOND RBADING NEGÂTIVED.

Ma BOURASSA moved:-
" That the (Bill No. 24) To anend the In-

solvent Act of 1875, and the several Acts in
amendment thereof, be now read a second
time."

He said he deemed it his duty to offer
a few words of explanation as to the
non-traders enumerated in the first
section of the Bill, which was as fol-
lows:-

" In this Act the expression ' non-trader
means any farmer, grazier, common la-
bourer, workman for hire, or other person
who cannot be declared au Insolvent under
the Act hereinafter cited."
The second section marked out and
defined the distinction between traders
and non-traders. And any person who
was a non-trader, and who duly noti-
fied the assignee to that effect, was not
bound to accept a composition. By
the third section, the rights of non-
traders were protected, and they were
permitted to receive any dividends
declared by the assignee, without
being bound to sign the discharge of
the insolvent. Subsequently, there-
fore, they might sue for and recover
from the insolvent, if he at any time
were able to pay the balance remaining

( APrat 3, 18 78.]Insolvent Act
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unpaid to any such non-trader. His
intention in moving the second reading
of this Bill was, to secure farmers,
workingmen, and other non-traders,
against the frauds which were so often
committed, and which would continue
to be committed so long as the Insol-
vent Law remained, as it now was, on
our Statute-book. Many members of
this House had manifested, on various
occasions, their anxiety to afford just
and sufficient protection to the agricul-
tural and working classes, and they
would, he felt convinced, afford him
their unhesitating support on all occa-
sions, and give him a large majority in
the vote on the second reading of the
Bill, and thus enable him to place it
on our Statute books and make it the
law of the land.

Question proposed and motion nega-
tived on the following division:-

YEA:

Messieurs

Baby,
Barthe,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Blanchet,
Bolduc,
Bourassa,
Bourbeau,
Bowell,
Bunster,
Campbell,
Cheval,
Christie,
Cimon,
Costigan,
Coupal,
Currier,
Cuthbert,
Daoust,
Desjardins,
Dugas,
Farrow,
Ferguson,
Fiset,
Gibson,
Gill,
Greenway,
Harwood,
flurteau,
Jones (South Leeds),
Kirkpatrick,
Landerkin,
Langevin,
Lanthier,

Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdonald (Kingston),
McDonald (Cape

Breton),
MacKay (Cape Breton),
Macmillan,
McCallum,
Malonin,
Masson,
Méthot,
Mitchell,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Orton,
Ouimet,
Pinsonneault,
Platt,
Plumb,
Pope (Compton),
Pouliot,
Robitaille,
Rochester,
Rouleau,
Roy,
Rymal,
Scatcherd,
Short,
Stephenson,
Tho upson(Cariboo),
Wade,
Wallace (S. Norfolk),
White (East Hastings),
White (N. Renfrew),
Wright (Pontiac),-68.

NAYs :

Messieurs
Appleby, Irving,
ArcLibald, Jetté,
Bain, Jones (Halifax),
Bertram, Killam,
Bordon, Kirk,
Borron, Laflamme,

MR. BouuAssA.

Bowman, Lajoie,
Boyer, Laurier,
Brooks', Macdonald (CentreBrouse, Toronto),
Buell, Macdougall (East
Burpee (St. John) Elgin),
Burpee (sunbury), MlcKay (Colchester)Carmichael, Mackenzie,
Cartwright, McGregor,
Casgrain, McIntyre,
Church, M cIsaac,
Davies, Metcalfe,
DeCosmos. Mills,
Delorme, Norris,
De St. Georges, Paterson,
Devlin, Perry,
Dymond, Pettes,
Ferris, Pickard,
Fleming, Ray,
Forbes, Richard,
Fraser, Robillard,
Frechette, Ross (East Durham),
Galbraith, Ross (West Middlesex
Geoffrion, Scriver,
Gibbs (North Ontario), Skinner,
Gibbs (South Ontario), Smith (Selkirk),
Gillmor, Snider,
Guthrie, Taschereau,
Haddow, Thompson, (Haldi.
Higinbotham, mand),
Holton, Trow-72.
Huntington.

DRINKS BOTTLES BILL.-[BILL No. 25

(1fr. Macdonald, Centre Toronto.)

SECOND READING PROPOsED.

Ma. MACDON ALD (Centre Toron
to), in moving the second readingof
the Bill, said that it was simply iri.
tended to secure, by certain trade
marks, the proporty owned by certain
parties as was set forth in the Bill. 1t
was of a very simple character.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: Arc
not these trade-marks secured by the
laws as they now stand. I think that
they cari now be registered.

Ma. MITCHELL said he thought they
had a right to an explanation of the
Bill. If laws already existed in thw
regard, they should not repeat unneceS
sary legislation.

MR. OLIVER said he thought that
the promoter of the Bill should give
the information asked for. He would

feel compelled to oppose it, because '
prevented individuals who had pur-
chased an article from selling it agalfl
If he, or anyone, went into a drug or
any other store, and bought a couple
of dozen bottles of any descriPtion
whatever, though they were starop
these bottles became the property o
the purchaser, when paid for, aa
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sarely the latter ought to be allow3d to
sell the bottles for which they had
paid. The only object of the Bill, he
thought, was to extinguish the small
(Oncerns which conducted inanufac-
tures in this relation throughout the
length and breadth of-the country, and
to concentrate the whole trade in large
commercial centres among large firms;
and for the reason that property, when
paid for, belonged to the purchaser, ho
opposed the Bill.

Br. BOWELL said he thought that
the Bill went further. It provided for
i penalty in case a bottle was given
away. If a person bought a boule of
s9da water which had the maker's
mark on it, and lent or gave it to any
one, ho would become subject to a
penalty ranging from 50 cents to $5.
It seemed to be a strange principle
tb adopt, to say that a man should not
dispose or give uway his own property.
IIe could understand the necessity of
protecting a manufacturer in his busi-
ness, and preventing the use of botties
with such manufacturer's trade-mark
in the carrying on of the same business
by another person, in order to prevent
the imposition on the public of an arti-
cle which was not manufatured by the
person whose trade-mark was thus
used, and he thought the law as it
stood provided for a penalty in case
this was done. But it seemed extraor-
(finary to ask the House to affirin that
fa person had a bottle worth 21 cents,

and lent it to a neighbour to put medi-
eme in-of course he was now drawing
an extreme case-and it had the trade-
mark of a druggist on it, he should be
subject to a penalty varying from 50
cents to $5.

MIt. OLIVER said he rose to a point
of order. He thought that this Bill
related to trade, and ho believed it
ought to be introduced by resolution
imstead of by Bill. The hon. gentle-
man, lie thought, would have to com-
mence de noco, and give notice of suchresolution,

Si" JOHN A. MACDONALD saidhe thought that this point was well
taken. The second clause of the Billvhich provided that if any man gaveaway a soda water bottle, he was liablet' , penalty, was the most absurd pro-vision in the world.

Ma. PLU MB: I am surprised tl at
the hon. gentleman should have in-
troduced this Bill.

MR. MACDONALD: The hon. gen-
tleman May be surprised as much as
ho pleases. I am merely promoting
the Bill for political friends of the hon.
gentleman.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD: For
political put-poses, doubtless.

MR. MACDONALD said ho did not
intend to withdraw the Bill. The
House might object to it if it
pleased. He thought that the Bill
might be referrod to the Committee
on Banking and Commerce, which
might approve of it, if the Committee
thought proper to do so.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
Banking and Commerce Committee
will settle the propose: question.

MR. MACDONALD said that the
object of the Bill was clearly set forth
in the second clause, which was as fol-
lows:

" Itehall be unlawful for any pereon here-
after, without the written permission of the
owner of the name or mark so filed, to ll
with mineral water or any other beverage,
any such bottles so marked gr stanped; or
when empty, to sel], dispose of, buy, give
away or traffic in any such bottles so marked
or stamped, with the names or mark so
registered, or to give any such bottles away
when empty-so as to wrong the rightful
owner of the nane or mark so registered.
Any person so offending shall be liable to a
penalty of fifty cents for each and every
bottle so filled, bought, sold, given away,
used or tratficked in, fbr the first offence,
and a fine of five dollars for each and every
bottle so flled, bouglit, sold, given away,
used or trafficked in, for every subsequent
offince, upon conviction on summary pro-
eeedings oefore any Justice of the Peace
under tne Acts respecting the duties of J us-
tices of the Peace, out of sessions, in relation
to simmary convictions and orders."

Mr. SPEAKER said the objection
was well taken, for it was laid down in
Rule 41 of the House that:

.l No Bil relating to Trade, or the alter-
ation of the laws concerning Trade, is to be
broaht into this House,until the proposition
shall°ave been first considered in a Coin-
mittee of the Whole House, ani agreed unto
by the House."
He must, therefore, rale the hon. gen-
tleman out efof-der, an i tho Bill cou Id
not be proceeded with.

Order discharged.
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LIFE ASSURANCE POLICIES NON-FOR-
FEITABLE BILL.-[BILL NO. 33.]

(Mr. Trow.)

BILL WITRDRAWN.

Order for second reading read.

MR. TROW said lie moved the
second reading of the Bill for the pur-
pose of arriving at a proper under-
standing as between Insurance Com-
panies and policy.holders, so that no
technicality might deprive policy-
holders, their heirs or assigns, from re-
ceiving the amount represented in
policies. A considerable portion of
the business of the insurance compa-
nies was carried on through agents in
all parts of the country. These agents,
of course, tried to secure as many
premiums as possible, and their prac-
tice, generally, was to submit printed
forms containing certain questions to
be answored. In very many cases it
would be found that the applicant did
not thoroughly understand these ques-
tions, partly bocause it was the interest
of the agents to place these in a col-
ourable light, and the answers, con-
sequently, wero frequently defective,
from a techical point of view. In
many cases, indeed, verbal statements
were made to an agent, and ha filled
up the paper, the resuit being that the
applicant did not know; what lie had
signed. Policies were, in this way,
rendered null and void, and the holders
of them were the sufferers. It was
necessary that this state of things
should be remedied. Many persons
were, in the absence of family and
other records, ignorant of their pre-
cise age, and, in consequence of the
strict adherence to their rule in this
particular, insurance companies were
sometimes put to considerable expense
in the way of litigation or the policy-
holders suffered loss. How was an
applicant to know exactly what his
friends died of, what their ages were,
and so on ? Yet, if he made any
error in bis answers to such
questions, his policy was liable
to forfeiture. A rnisstatement of any
kind, though it might bave been made
very innocently, frequentlv rendored
a policy void. It was tho duty of
every man to lay past as much per
week or montb as lie could afford, in

MR. SPEAKER.

order to make some provision for
bis family after death, and it was
very bard that, after investing
bis savings in this way, they should
run the risk of being forfeited through
no misstatement designedly made by
him. He (Mr. Trow) found that
a very extensive business was done in
this country, not only by Canadian,
but also by American and British com.
panies. He had some statistices which
would show the enormous amount of
business that was done. He found
that from 1869 to 1876, the American
ceompanies had received in premiums
the enormous amount of 89,585,938, of
which they paid to policy-owners only
$735,182, leaving in hands ot the com-
panies the sum of $7,850,751. During
the same period, Canadian companies
had received $3,704,245, while they
had paid $688,203, leaving 83,016,01.
unexpended. British offices repre-
sented in Canada had received
$4,658,789, the sum expended was
$ 1,790,541, so that $2,868,248 remained
unexpended. The total amount, there-
fore, unexpended by Canadian, Ameri-
can and British éompanies was
$13,735,041. The number of com-
panies licensed was 37, there being
7 Canadian, 17 British, and 13 Amer-
can. The amount of business done
by the companies of these respective
countries in 1876 was as follows: Can-
adian companies had done business to
the extent of $768,543 in premiums;
British companies, premiums repre-
senting $597,155; American compa-
nies, $1,437,612. The total amount
of premiums, therofore, in 1876, was
2,80a,310, and the amount paid
$878,498. In 1875, there were
2,882,387 premiums, and the amount
paid was $718,438, leaving a balance
unexpended of $2,163,949, while the
balance in 1876 amounted to $1,923,847.
The figures he had quoted referred only
to companies which had received
licenses from the Dominion; many
others had been licensed by the Gov.
ernments of the various Province8.
When, therefore, it was seen that al
large sum of money wai going into
the bands of Anerican compames,
it behoved Parliament to see that our
people were protected. A few days
ago he received a letter from the
widow of a late member of Parla-
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înent, and who was now resident in
the city of Toronto, stating that her
husband had pail over $1,800 into
an Amorican company and that
she was anxious to obtain a
compromise, having been offered only
$545. The first clause referred merely
to age; and bore he would remark that
if a mistake in this particular was not
discovered till seven years' premiums
had been paid, it should not occasion
loss to the holder of a policy or his
heirs. In some English companies
five years was fixed as the period
during which a policy erroneously
filled up could be forfeited or endang-
cred. The second section was in refer-
*ence to the payment of money into
Court, which ho thought w-as a plan
that would commend itself to the
House, as it would benefit the widows
and families of policy-holders while
it would do no harm to the companies.
The next clause referred to cases where
a person insured committed suicide.
It was generally the case that, when a
man took away bis life, he was not
sane, and it was not right that his
unfortunate family, who were not
blameable, should be the sufferers. They
ought, he considered, to receive sone
compensation. He saw no reason why
the third party, the innocent pur-
chaser, should be kept out of his just
rights, or why the family of the man
who had committed this rash act,
should be deprived in consequence of
his act. The fourth clause provided
some proper understanding as to the
amount policy-holders should receive
after payment of certain sums, upon
the proper calculation of an actuary
on the tables of mortality. At the
present, if the claim was $2,000, the
companies would offer $400 or $500,
and in many instances poor people
were not in a position to go to law
with companies and had to accept a
paltry sum when they were entitled to
the full amount. The Bill was very
plain and explicit, and his only desire
"as that policy-holders should be pro-
tected.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said that
nobody could dispute the excel-
lent motives of bis hon. friend, buthe doubted whether the hon. gen-
tlIeman had sufficiently considered the

effect of his proposition. It proposed
to alter every contract of life insur-
ance entered into in the Dominion,
involving a sum of $80,000,000, and
distributed over a considerable number
of persons.

MR. TROW: It will only affect
policies issued after July next.

M.CARTWRIGHT: " Every policy
of insurance issued or to be issued,"
are the ivords at the commencement
of the Bill.

Ma. MILLS . And tho 7th clause
says the Act shall apply to " all poli-
cies now in force."

MR. CARTWRIGHT said he did not
think it was possible for them to enter-
tain a proposition of this kind. Lt
must be recollected that a great pro-
portion of the persons who were in-
sured were not persons of the poorer
class, as the hon. member for Perth
(Mr. Trow) piesumed, but of the upper
or middle class of life. It was unfor-
tunately the case that, as the matter
stood, an extremely small number of
workingmen availed themselves of
the provisions of life assurance, and,
no doubt. it might be a matter of
serious consideration whether, under
these circumstances, it might not be
well for the Governrment to offer to
these classes, in some other way, the
benefits of life assurance. He thought
this would meet the object of his hon.
friend much better than the measure
now proposed; which, besides violontly
altering all these life assurance con-
tracts, would also alter the basis of
computation on which these companies
were doing business, and, therefore,
seriously impair the character of the
security they offered to holders.

Ma. TROW: That was not my in-
tention.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said it might
not be the intention, but it was so,
especially by the 7th section of the
Act. Althougb it might be true that
several companies doing business here
inserted in their policies a great num-
ber of provisions which might be
avoided, still he did not think any of
the great companies were in the habit
of taking advantage of these, unless
there w-as ground for suspicion of
fraud. As for the proposition that
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overy company should be obliged to
pay a certain cash surrender value,
when any person chose to withdraw
his policy, he thought, was an inter-
ference with existing contracts, such
as it had not been the policy of Can-
ada to assent to in any case. He hoped
the hon. gentleman would allow his
measure to stand over, and he was
strongly of opinion that the object the
hon. gentleman desired to attain would
be best attained by the suggestion he
(Mr. Cartwright) had made.

Mi. TROW said he had no desire to
press the matter on the Huse, if it
was objeetionable. His intentions
were sincere, and he had received a
number of letters in support of the
principle of the Bill ; some, even,
from insurance agents, and quite a
bundle of letters from those atfiicted
by the clause which this Bill was in-
tended to relieve. He anticipated that
several gentlemen would take the
matter into consideration and discuss
it more thoroughly.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said that if
the hon. gentleman did not accept the
advice which had been teadered to him
by the Finance Minister, he should
like to say something upon the Bill.
He thought it would be better for the
hon. gentleman to use a little discre-
tion, and save the House the infliction,
at this late hour, of a speech upon the
subject.

Mi. MACKENZ[E: Which would
be just as bad as the Bill.

Mi. KIRKPATRICK said it would
be impossible to have the Bill passed
this Session, there were so many details
to arrange; and, no doubt, the bon.
member would be bore next Session,
when most of the Opposition were
away, and could thon exercise bis in-
fluence with the new Administration.

S1a JOHN A. MACDONALD: This
is a Bill that thoroughly commends
itself to the feeling of the House, and
the faint-hearted opposition which had
been offered by the bon. the Minister
of Finance shows that ho is afraid to
meet it.

MR. GIBBS (South Ontario) said ho
hoped the lon. gentleman would with-
draw bis Bill. The House would
readily understand why the bon. gen-

MR. CARTWRIGHT.

tieman had received so many letters.
approving of the Bill. Many persons,
no doubt, would be glad to alter the
terms of their contract, to their own ad-
vantage, and, no doubt, parties insured
would be glad to discontinue paying
premiums. If the Government did
not take this matter in their ownj
hands, the hon. gentleman could intro-
duce it next year.

MiR. POPE (Compton) said ho could
not understand the argument of the
hon. member for South Ontario, who
should know that if any old gentlemen
and ladies who had insured their live'
had made a mistake in not giving
thoir exact age, or who had omitted to
pay up the day due, or any other error
of this kind, would obtain relief by the
Bill. The Bill might be changed
somewhat in Committee, but it seemed
to him to be a necessary one, one which
would protect those people who,
through inadvertence, had not given
the exact day they were borni, or had
made some other mistake of this kind,
f rom being deprived of their insurance,
after they had paid up for many years
in good faith.

MR. OUIMET said if that Bill were
of any value, it would be owing to the
retroactive clause which it contained. If
that clause were taken away, it wouil
not be of any use for several years.
thero was any reason to enact such a
law, it was because of the hard times
which had overtaken a great many
who now thought their lives were not
worth what they had to pay every
year for them. As long as the crisis
continued, which the Government
were sure would not last long, and ho
hope they were right, the people Of
this country, in bis humble opinionf,
would not insure their lives. If the
retroactive clause were taken out, the
hon. member, who had introduced it,
would lose all his sympathy, becailsO
he (Mr. Ouimet) felt inclined, himself,
to draw back the amount of bis insur-
ance policy, considering now bis lif,
was not worth what lie was paying for
it.

MR. SMITII (Selkirk) said that,
notwithstanding the very hard timles,
a very great number ef people did
insure their lives at present.
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Ma. OUIMET: I suppose it is be.
cause they expeet to starve.

Ma. SMITH (Selkirk) said a portion
of the Bill recommended itself to this
House. In the first clause it would be
very proper that insurance policies
should be non-forfeitable after several
years. But ho thought such a Bill
ought rather to be portponed until a
further period.

MR. BROUSE said, having been
closoly connected with insurance com-
panies as a medicat director, he be-
lieved no insurance company could
carry on business if a Bill of this kind
were passed. It would be well that
life insurance should be more immed-
iately under the control of the Govern-
ment. Yet, they had to look at the
companies themselves as well as the
individuals who were insured in them.
No doubt, in many instances, parties
insured had falsified their statements,
making the companies liable when
they should not have bee n liable under
the circumstances. It was the same as
with fire insurance. There was always
a tendency to compel the company to
pay if there was any reasonable excuse.
Ie hoped his hon. friend would with-

draw the Bill.

MR. TROW said he must throw the
responsibility of its wiLhdrawal on the
Government. He had expected
better treatment for the measure.
lie could not find il, the
Bill any cause for the remarks of the
hon. the Finance Minister. Thore was
no intention that the Bill should be
retroactive. lt was framcd for the
protection of the labourer and
mechanic, and if hon. gentlemen dis-
puted his word, he could show them a
number of letters proving cases of
extreme hardship. If the Government
desired to shirk a measure of such im-
portance, he could only move that the
order be discharged.

Ma. PLUMB said the Bill morited
to be calmly considered by the House.
The question of non-forfeiture of
pOlicies was onewhich interested every-
'ne who had examined carefully the
Principles of life insurance. The great
hardship which arose out of forfeiture
of policies might, in soine measure, be
guarded against by this Bill, with

some amendmients introduced. Ie did
not think all the statements of the hon.
gentleman, with regard to the enor-
mous profit of life insurance companies,.
were based on sound information or
knowledge of the principles upon
which life insurance was based. No,
doubt constant difficulties arose froin
incorrect statements of those who,
effected insurance, but a distinction
should be made between criminal mis-
statements and accidental ones. He
did not think the position taken by
the hon. the Finance Minister was at
all fair to the hon. member for South
Perth, and his Bill should have been
allowed a fair discussion.

Order dischtarged and Bill with-
drau-n.

House adjourned at
Filteen minutes to

One o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 4th Aprü, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at
Three o'clock.

PRAYERS.

CIVIL SERVICE BILL.

FIRsT READING.

MR. CASEY introduced a Bill (No.
70) To ensure the better qualification of
public servants, and the greater effi-
ciency and oconomy of the public ser-
vice. He said it was intended, in the
first place, to constitute a board out-
side of the existing Civil Service, to
control almost all the business of the
Service, subject, of course, to the ap-
proval of Ris Excellency the Gover-
nor in Council. This Board was to
carry out a change in the mode of
solecting public servants, by substitut-
ing a triple selection instead of patron-
age. This triple selection would con-
sist mn a qualifying examination,
intended to show the titness of indivi-
duals for the Service, which was to be
followed by a competitive examina-
tion, and the required number was to
be selected from those who were found
to be so fit. The process would con-
clude with a year's trial, until the

(Civil Service [APRa1 4, 1878.J
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completion of which, the person nomi-
nated would have no claim to a per-
manent appointment in the Service.
The Bill also provided for uniform
promotion throughont the Service,
both inside and outside, ard that the
higher positions, with certain excep-
tions noted, should only be filled by
promotion from the ranks below; and
this should be the course followed in
the outside service, as well as in the
Departments. Certain officers in each
Department would constitute a staff
-entirely at the disposal of the respon-
sible Minister of the Department, who,
of course, would require to have in
positions nearest him people in whom
he had full confidence. There were
also certain provisions as to discipline
and a few other minor details. Full
details were given as to the mode of
-conducting the examinations and other
.particulars regarding the process of
selection to which he had referred.

Bill read thefirst time.

CAN4ADIAN PACiFIC RAILWAY ACT
.AENDMENT BILL.-[BILL No. 52.]

(Mr. Nacicenzie.)
SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.

Ma. MACKENZIE, in moving the
second reading of the Bill, said that
hon. gentlemen would observe that the
Bill was intended to confer the same
powers regarding the leasing and
working of the Pembina Branch of
Railway as were taken in the lth
section of the Railway Act of 1874,
vith regard to the Georgian Bay

'Branch Railway. In this section, power
was given to the Government to lease
to some company or companies the
Georgian Bay Branch Rail way, on such
terms as might be agreed upon, such
lease not to exceed the term of ton
years; provided, that no such contract
lor the lease of such railway, and no
such agreement for working the
said railway in connection with any
other railway should b binding until
it had been laid beforo the House of
Commons for one month without
being disapprovod of, unless sooner ap-
proved of by resolution of the louse.
In this case, it was also provided that

MR1. CAsEY.

no such traffic or renning arrange,
ments should be binding beyond the
end of the next Session of Parliament,
unless approved thereat. The Gov-
ernment might find it convenient, if
the railway in the United States was
completed late in the season, to
make temporary running arrange.
monts until Parliament met in
the spring; and no lease would be
effected until it had been approved by
Parliament. This was the sole provi-
sion of the Bill, and one that was ren-
dored absolutely necessary by the posi-
tion in which they found themselves
of connecting with some road on the
boundary. When he introduced the
Bill, the hon. member for Cumberland,
he believed, made some enquiry as to
the views of the Government in rela-
tion to rates; and ho then stated that
whatever Icase was made, care must be
taken to have the rates governed by
the lease, both as respects the part of
the lino in our own territory and any
lino with which it might connect, and
these rates should be regulated by wtay
of Duluth,no matter upon what road the
traffic might ho driven by force of cir-
cumstances. The Government had no
lease preparod, although they had been
in communication with the St. Paul
and Northern Pacifie Railway Com-
pany; and they had been considering
the terms of the lease, or the terms of
running arrangement; both were dis-
tinct matters and distinct modes of
working the road. If they made a
mere arrangement for the interchange
of traffic, they would have to stock
their own road. There were serious ob-
jections to this, as they hoped that the
entire system of railways in the North-
West would be worked by a companY.
It was not the intention of the Govern-
ment at present to contemplate the
possibility of the Governmont itself
working these railways. It would be,
therefore, more desirable to effect some
arrangements by the lease of our own
lino to a company which had stock,
than to have to stock thoir own road,
and be compelled to build workshOPs
and maintain a staff of workmeu for
the purpose. Something was to be said
for both modes, but whatever mode
was adopted, ho hoped that before Par-
liament rose the Government would be
able to present such a scheme to the

Act Amendment Bill.
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Hlouse as would meet with its approval.
He had, however, no objection to alter
the Bill so as to providethatino such con-
tract would be binding until it had the
approval of Parliament. This, probably
had to be acted upon this Session, and
so it would have to be done in that way
at any rate.

Bill read the second tînie.
House resolved itself into Committee

on said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
whether regotiations had not taken
place and were not now in progress
with the conpany, which the bon. gen-
tleman had mentioned.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I stated two
weeks ago in the Ilouse that we were
in communication with Mr. Stephens,
of Montreal, as the representative of
the St. Paul and Northern Pacifie Rail-
way Company.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Will
the lease contain any clause in case of
other American railways connecting
with our railway, and running up to
the frontier.

MR. MACKENZIE: It will contain
simply a provision that there must be
accommodation for the exchange of
traffic, and trains loaeed at Winnipeg
or Selkirk with goods will have to go
solely by the line with which traffie
arrangements are made.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
lie hoped that precautions would be
taken. 'l'he hon. gentleman must be
awai e, from the Press, that a good deal
of uneasiness was felt on this subject
in the North-West, lest the conpany
alluded to, in which Mr. Stephens and
other gentlemen had an interest, would
have a monopoly of our road.

Ma. MACKENZIE: No doubt.
SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: For

ten years; and lest, if any other line
Should lead up from the -United States
to the frontier, it would be prevented
from going to Winnipeg over this line,
by thig lease, thus granting a monopoly
to one lino. Ie did not know much
about the subject, but he knew thatthis feeling, and a sensitiveness regard-
ing th:s subject, existed-lest a mono-

poly, controlling the whole of the traffic
between the United States and Winni-
peg, should be created. Ten years was
rather a long term. In a young coun-
try, it equalled 25 years in an older
country. ie thought that the hon.
gentleman ought not, wîthout very
grave reasons, lock up the lino from
Winnipeg to Duluth, for ton long
years.

Mn. MACKENZIE said that, of
course, he quite agreed with tho lion.
gentleman that a shorter term would
be better, but it was simply a choice of
evils. The hon. gentleman was aware
that the principal part, and in fact
nearly the whole of our own road had
been graded for thrce anda-half years,
and they had been waiting in vain for
any connection. He did not, at this
moment, know of any other company
that proposed to extend a lino to that
point· and it was a question whether
they would make a lease for ton years,
or have no railway. H1e wished to be
perfectly frank with the House in the
matter. This company declined to
proceed with the building of the road
for any less term; and it did demand
a term of 21 years, which the Govern-
ment at once declined. The term of ten
years was the least, lie believed,which
would induce any connection to be made
with the Government line. 111e had no
doubt whatever it would be -better
for the interests of that country that
they should effect a lease for that
period than not have the road. The
term of ten years was proposed in the
lease.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said he would
not say that this was not a good plan,
but he hoped the Government and
the Minister of Public Works would
take special care to guard the interests
of the people in that Province. It was
well known that this company, which
would receive the lease. was viitually
the same company that owned the
Kittson line of boats. The proprietors,
he believed, were the same, and this
line of steamboats had ground down
the people of Manitoba. Their charges
during the last two or three years had
been most exorbitant, and they stated
openly they knew that thoir life was
was a short one; and therefore,that they
had to make their profits in a hurry;
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and now they were going to have the
control of our railway. If the Govern-
ment, in making the terms of the lease,
could make some terms by which
the rates for trade and passengers
would be kept down to a reasonable
sumn between Winnipeg and Duluth,
if between no other places, this would
be a great boon to the people of that
country. He did not know whether
the hon. gentleman was aware that the
charge for freight on 1001b. of goods
from Montreai to Winnipeg was $2.50
of which 50c. were charged for
passage from Montreal to Duluth, the
remaining $2 being charged for trans-
port between Duluth and Winnipeg.
This was altogether out of proportion.
If the same rates were maintained, it
would be a mere monopoly. If these
roads were to be maintained,the people
of that Province would be taxed to an
enormous extent. They had already
paid nearly $1,000,000, and the hon.
the Minister of the Interior, while in
that district, had heard complaints
made with regard thereto. These
people were anxiously looking forward
to the opening of this line in order
that there might be competition with
the river vessels, but if it passed into
the bands of this company,there would
be no comnpetition whatever, and no
reduction of freight.

MR. MACKENZIE said it was ex-
ceedingly inconvenient to discuss the
terms of a lease not yet prepared. No
lease, the hon. gentleman might rest
assured, would be prepared that did
not provide for the Government con-
troliing the rates, and that these rates
should be the same to Duluth from
this Company's road at Clinton,
where it crossed the North Pacifie
as the North Pacifie Railway rates. It
would be provided that they did not
exceed the average rate of freights in
the State of Minnesota. There would
be no difficulty in controlling the rates
in this way; but the hon. gentleman
would have an opportunity before the
House rose of discussing the terms of
any arrangement which the Govern-
ment might propose.

Ma. WOOD said, if this Bill passed,
it would have the effeet of diverting
the trade from Duluth to St. Paul,
whereas, if the lino was more directly

MI. KIRKPATRICK.

under thoir control, otherwise than by
lease, the trade niight be brought into.
Ontario and Quebee.

MR. MACKENZIE said they Must
either leave it or make a running ar-
rangement, so as to have a through
route at rates not exceeding those
charged in Minnesota.

Mi. WOOD: Would it not be better
to have ranning powers than 10 enter
into a lease with a foreign eomlpany ?

MR. MACKENZIE: That is a ques-
tion to be considered.

Ma. McCALLUM said it appeared to
him that, if this line was leased to a
company for ton years, it would be the
means of taking the trade of the North.
Wost into the United States. He
thought the Pacifie Railway should be
pushed on as fast as possible, so that
the trade of the country might go by
that route.

Ma. MACKENZIE said it would
take some years to complete that road,
and, in the meantime, the proposed
scheme would afford a cheap and rapid
means of intercourse into our terri-
tories for the conveyance of emigrants
and others who wished to settle there;
also a cheap means of transporting the
grain of the country-a trade which,
was expected to be more important
next winter. In fact, no other arrange-
ment than that contemplated could
possibly meet the exigency which had
arisen.

Ma. POPE (Compton) said it ap-
peared to him the difficulty which the
Government laboured under was this:
that they could not very well get a
company on the other side to build
part of this road.

MR. GIBBS (North Ontario) said
there seemed to be a good deal of
anxiety manifested in the country
generally with reference to this pro-
posed lease, but he thought the assur-
ance given by the hon. the Minister of
Publie Works would ga far to relieve
the publie mind on that particular
point. The statement which the
hon. Minister had made, and which
was concurred in by the riglit
hon. member for Kingston, was emi-
nontly satisfactory. The fear enter-
tainod throughout the country was,that

Act Amendment BiIl.



Canadian Pacific Railway [APRIL 4, 1878.] Act Amendment Bill. 1677

the trade of Manitoba might be direct-
ed to St. Paul, and that if it once turn-
(e( in that direction it would be exceed-
ingly difficult to bring it down to
Duluth again, and through the Pro-
vince of Ontario. The statement, made
by the hon. the Minister of Publie
Ÿorks on that point was, however,

also assuring. Hie did not intend
to find fault with the duration of the
lease being fixed at ten years, but
thought it would be in the interest of
the public to reduce that period if at
all possible. lHe hoped it would be seen,
fiom the remarks made by hon. gen-
tlemen on that side of the House, and
the assurance of hon. gentlemen on
the other, that the interests of the

people of Manitoba would be jealously
guarded.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he agreed
with the views of the hon. mem-
ber for Compton regarding the diffi-
culty which the Government had to
encounter in this proposed lease. He
thought the Bill would be improved by
altering the duration of the lease from
ton years to five, terminable at the
o)tion of the Government on giving
six months' notice. That, ho thought,
would be a very safe stipulation in
case the railway from Red River to
Lake Superior was opened before that
time. He would like to hear from the
hon. the Minister of Public Works
hlow long it would be till the railroad
fron Rat Portage to Lake Superior
was opened.

MR. MACKENZIE said he could
hardly state tiat,because it depended on
lïleasures yet to be taken by the Gov-
crnment, on the discussion of which
ho would hardly like to venture
at the present moment. As, however,
that was connected with the policy of
the Act of 1874, he might brtefly say
that, under the circumstances, it would
not be less than four years. Circum-
stances might arise which would ren-
der it inexpedient to open it even then ;
it was a matter of public policy, to be
discussed in another direction. In the
mteantime, the country between IRat
Portage and Winnipeg would be served
and find an outlet through tbe pro-
posed Minnesota line.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he quite
understood how difficult it was to dis-

cuss a matter of this kind when nego-
tiations were pending, and probably it
would be inconvenient to do so. He
thought there should be a stipulation
in the lease to the effeet that branches
of other railways might reach our
frontier. Measures of this description
wore very apt to be laid on the table,
and set aside till the time for disappro-
val -was past; and ho thought a formal
motion should be made by the hon.
Minister, so that the House might have
an opportunity of giving an affirmative
answer or refusing to sanction the
lease.

Ma. PLUMB said the exigencies
of the case might justify some such ar-
rangement as that proposed in the
Bill. If carried out, however, it would
virtually amount to an abandonment,
for the present, at least, of the scheme
for building a railroad from Fort
William to Red River; because it was
quite certain that both lines could not
be supported by Government. It
might be desirable, in the interests of
the North-West and in the general in-
tcrests of this country, that the proposal
now made should be carried out; ho did
not intend to question that or to discuss
it now, because lie did not know
what the terms of the contract
were to be. As stated by the hon. the
First Minister, it would be several
years before the intermediate link,
which was now being constructed,
would be finished, and if this scheme
was now adopted, there would be no
immediate pressure on the Govern-
ment to spend money upon that inter-
mediate link. During the last three or
four years it bad been urged, with
great pertinacity, that what were called
the water-stretches between Lac des
Mille Lacs and Lake Rat Portage ought
to be utilized for the purposes of
traffie.

MR. MACKENZIE said ho was sure
the hon. member for Niagara (MIr.
Plumb) would see how exceedingly
inconvenient it was to enter into a dis-
cussion on the whole subject of the
Bill, and it had botter be postponed at
present. It had been suggested that
the proposed connection should be
made, and this Bill was merely to
enable them to make the necessary
arrangements if approved of.
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Ma. PLUMB said the scheme of
1873 was part of the general secheme,
and this the hon. gentleman (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) and his friends had entirely
departed from. and the late Govern-
ment were not in any way responsible
for the changes which had been made
in that scheme. He did net wish to
go back to original principles in dis-
cussing this Bill, but simply wished to
call the attention of the flouse to the
fact that the building of this link and
the making of.this contract would
retard, for many years, the completion
of the intervening length between
Rat Portage and English River. He
thought he was right.in saying that it
became a great necessity to give an
outlet to the traffic which existed. With-
out attempting to argue the point, ho
would say that the proposed scheme
would, in his opinion, retard the great
scheme of the Canada Pacifie Railway.

Ma. MASSON said the declaration
which the hon. gentleman (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) had made with reference to
the connection between the two
branches from Fort Garry to Fort
William was a very disappointing one,
and would be a very disappointing
one to the country. The hon. the
Premier was understood, four years
àgo, to say that the construction of the
line would be an affair of four or five
years; five years had now passed, and
here was the Prime Minister telling
thein that it was hardly possible that
the lne could be built for the next four
years, and seeming to think that it
would take some six or seven years to
complete it. Last year the hon. gentle-
man said that his intention was not to
place any of the line under contract, be-
cause, in a year, they might get con-
tractors to take the line.

Ma. MACKENZIE: No; I said a
great deal more than that.

Ma. MASSON: I do not wish to
distort the expression, and I will read
it.

Ma. MACKENZIE said he thought
it would be better to postpone the
reading. When speaking last year,
ho said repeatedly that, in any discus-
Sion upon the subject, or with refer-
ence to the survey connected with the
railway system, the Goverement al-
ways spoke on what information they

Ma. MACKENZIE.

had ut the moment. At the time he
made the speech to which the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Masson) referred,
they had some expectation that tbey
might be able, during last winter and
spring, to be in a position to advertize
for tenders, and submit thom to the
iouse this Session. It turned out that

the survey had taken the whole year,
and at this moment the whole informa-
tion was not yet laid before the Gov-
ernment by the engineer, and so they
were not able to take the steps which
they thought of doing last summer.

Ma. MASSON said the hon. gentle-
man did not understand him. le
was not speaking of the advertise-
ments for the whole line of railway,
ho was speaking only of the line from
Fort William to Fort Garry. The hon.
the Premier said that: "l It will be all
rail when it is built, but it will pass
by the lake in the meantime; but wili
not go one inch off the main line. We
do not propose to place any under con.
tract but those two ends, in the mean-
time, because we hope to have an
arrangement made a year hence that
we can get contractors te take the
line."

Ma. MACKENZIE: I meant the
whole line.

MR. TROW said it was well known
that it would take threo or four years
at least to complete that portion of
the road, but the inhabitants of Mani-
toba required immediate railway com-
munication, and it was evident that
those railway managers who were pre.
pared to construct that connecting
link from Fisher's Landing, would
not be prepared to enter upoa
the work unless they received
some substantial encouragement
froin the Governmont. He thought
that, instead of retarding the
construction* of the Pacifie railwaY,
it would have an entirely different
effect.

Ma. ORTON said, if ho understood
the matter, there were two railwaYs
converging at Pembina. If the line
from St. Paul's to Pembina was e-
tended to the Canada Pacifie RailwaY,
it must divert, to a large extent, thO
trade and commerce from Ontario,
because the Americans would have
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greater facilities for carryi ng the trafic
over their line. On the other hand, if
he was correctly informed, the longest
route Was that of this proposed line
from St. Paul to Duluth, and, there-
fore, no running arrangements being
made, the people of M:nitoba would
be obliged, for two years, to carry
their produce by the longest route. lt
appeared to him that the fact that
itanitoba was 8o rapidly settling up
should induce the Government to re-
tain the road under their own control,
so that they could give to these roads,
or any of them, the same running
powers, so that the people of Manitoba
and the North-West would have the
benefit of a healthy competition for
their traffic.

MR. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman was certainly right, but the
Government had been waiting for two
years, and had been unable to induce
anybody to make the communication.

MR. ORTON said he thought the
very rapid settlement was a sufficient
guarantee that some of these roads
would shortly find it to their advantage
to make the connection.

MR. MITCHELL said that he en-
tirely approved of the measure, and
for this reason, that it seemed to him
to open up the only outlet by which
the people of the North-West could
get their produce to market. If they
could get their own line constructed in
three or four years even, he would con-
sent to wait ; but he did not see any
chance of this, and, therefore, to give
Io the people of the North-West im-
mediate aid and relief, he would
heartily support the measure of the
Government for making that lease.
lie nust say, however, that extreme
caution must be used with respect to
the terms of the lease. There was no
doubt that the Minister of Public
Works had given great attention to
the matter, and ho was a man thor-
oughly well qualified to judge what was
to the interest of the country, but
there was nothing that people would
feel more jealous about than the creat-
ing of a monopoly which we might
hereafter redress, but might not be
able to control. He trusted the Gov-ernment would not lose sight of this
p>int in determining the terms of the

lease. If they could possibly introduce
a condition that these railways would
have running powers over the Ameri-
can line, it would be extremely desira-
ble, but we were in their hands; all
we could do was to make the best ar-
rangement possible under these cir-
curmstances. It was important that
the Goveinment should not create a
monopoly, but, at the same time, should
give to the people of this territory
the railway facilities they had a right
to expect.

Ma. SCHULTZ said he regretted
that ho had not been present during
the opening of the debate, but the
Bill commended itself to him, inas-
much as such an amendment to the
General Railway Act was necessary to-
enable American lines to connect with
the Pembina Branch. The only sub-
ject of anxiety with him was the terms
of the lease, the preparation for which
this Bill avowedly was. This mat-
ter was a most important one, in
view of the statement made by a Min-
ister of the Crown in another branch
of the Legislature, to the effect that we,
might n-ot expect communication by
the main line with Lake Superior in
less than six years, and he trusted that
the Government would not be misled
by misrepresentations, which lie felt
almost sure were being made to them
by parties interested in obtaining the
lease in question. It must be remem-
bered that to deliberately give the
control of our roud to any one line
would be to create the chance of con-
tinuing the monopoly which now ex-
isted in the carriage of froight to
Manitoba, and the consequent damage
to the best interests of the country.,
With our Pombina Branch, three rail-
way connections were possible and
probable-that of the St. Paul &
Pacific, the Northern Pacific, and the
Wisconsin Central. It was with the
first of these lines that Messrs.Stephens,.
Smith, Kittson & Hill proposed to make
their connection with the Pembina
Branch, and it would be found worth
a few moments' consideration to ex-
amine into these gentlemen's connee-
tion with this line, and their reasons
for desiring an exclusive lease of the.
Pembina Branch for a long term of
years. It was known that, in couse-
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quence of difficulties between Amster-
dam bondholders and the American
management of the road, all work had
ceased on the bruneh known as the
St. Vincent Extension, leaving about
fifiy-tive miles of uncompleted road.
To cut this knot, it was necessary to
purchase these Amsterdam bonds; and
the Kittson Red River steamboat line,
feeling their occupation going, joined
with George Stephens and Donald A.
Smith in the purchase of these
bonds; and a probably correct
version of these negotiations was
to be found in the following
paragraph from the St. Paul Pioneer
Press:-

" Negotiations which have been long pri.
vately pending are now substantially con-
cluded at Ansterdam and London, whereby
a majority of each of the five classes of the
mortgage bonds covering the main and
branch lines of the St. Paul and Pacific
Company have been purchased by a new
organization of Canadian and Min-
nesota capitalists, thus transferring to them
the controlling interest in the bonds of the
St Paul and Pacific Company, including
the iirst division, which has been heretofore
held at Amsterdam. The scheme which
lias been thus successfully worked out was
initiated by Mr. Jas. J. Hill and Mr. Norman
Kittson, of St. Paul, who finally succeeded
last May in enlisting the co-operation of
some of the heaviest capitalists in Uanada.
We are not now at liberty to mention the
naines of these gentlemen, but we may re-
mark that they were abundantly able to
tur:jish the $520,000 in gold or, thereabouts,
which was necessary to complete the pur-
chase of sixty to eighty per cent. of each of
the five classes of St. Paul and Pacifie
bonds, and there can be no impropriety in
our stating that Mr. Stephens, the President
of the Bank of Moutreal, went himself to
Amsterdan for the purpose of affecting the
purchase upon terns previously agreed
upon.,C

Tuis purchase brought with it, as a
matter of course, the right to the large
lanI grant of the road if the line
should be completed before the fall of
1878, and it seemed strange that, with
these advantages, they should have
sought for the exclusive control of the
inlet and egress from the North-West.
The purchase was, however, no sooner
made than it was announced at St.
Paul, several months ago, that they had
already obtained a lease of the Pem-
bina Branch. This had the effect of
ehoking off the Northern Pacifie which
was very anxious to make a connoc-

Ma. SCHULTZ.

tion, and which, by running. a branch
line north-westward from:their branch
line, could have given to it a far
stra igh ter and shorter line than was now
proposed. Early in this Session, how.
ever, a question was asked of the
Premier whether such lease had been
given, and his answer in the negative
seemed to have again raised the
hopes of the railroad which
wished to connect with the Pembina
Branch as well as the St. Paul and
Pacific, and again, it appeared the par.
ties interested were trying to strangle
opposition by the publication in the
St. Paul papers of articles of which
the following is the telegraphic sum-
mary, as given in the Toronto Globe of
the 8th March: -

"[ By Telegraphfrom our own Correspondent.]

"WINNIPEG, Man., March 7.-The St.
Paul Pioneer Press states editorially that the
purchasers of the bonds of the St. Paul and
Pacifie Railway are Messrs. Hill and
Kittson, associated with Mr. Stephens of the
Bank of Montreal, and Mr. Donald A. Smith.
It asserts that, through the influence of the
latter, the suoport and co-operation of the
Dominion Government have been obtained
in the adjustment of their connections with
the railway systein of Mamtoba.

"It affirms also that they have, in fact,
eflcted a lease on favourable terms of the
Pembina Branch, and that this intinate
alliance furnishes an ample guarantee that
it will be forever free of the competition of
the Chicagco lines."

The article concludes:-« It is deened
proper to make public these facts to disabuse
antagonistic parties of misapprehensions
which may lead to a useless waste Of valu-
able time."

A few days later, a question as
to the truthfulness of the whole or
any part of this report, was asked of
the Premier in the Iouse, and his
reply that some correspondence hai
taken place between Mr. Stephens and
the Government was the ground ot
making the present motion. It waS
quite evident that, if the statement of
the Premier was true, thatino lease
had been effected to these parties,
that they must be using the
grossest falsehoods for the pai-

pose of preventing the Northern
Pacifie and other rai lroads from asking
thatconnection withour lino which tbey
ware seeking themselves. It is quite
apparent as well that, if they succed
in their object, Manitoba may eXPe¢
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no mercy in the way of reduced freight;
and they can, and probably vill, in the
interest of their eastern railway con-
nections, compel all freight to take the
ail-rail route, and eut off the lake
trade completelY. It would be a differ-
ent matter if these parties only sought
a running-right over our road and if
ihey agreed on our line and their own
to carry freight at a reasonable rate;
but it will b found that they will seek
to shackle tbemselves with no such
,conditions, and instead of accepting on
the Governmont road the Government
price on the Intercolonial which was,
he believed, 47jc. per ton per hun-
dred miles, and on the Chicago and
North Western 77½c. per ton per
hundred miles, as the price on thoir own
line, their rates would be found to
more nearly assimilate to those of the
notorious Kittson Red River lino, with
-whom they are in league, or rather,
form part and parcel. He thought
it an act of madness to lease the
Pembna Branch at ail. Why not run
it, and allow any railroad which chose to
make a connection and run its cars
over it at a certain fixed rate? A pro-
tection of this sort was due to the Pro-
vince of Manitoba, and while it might
be and probably had been, urged by the
parties named, that they would not go
on with the completion of the St. Vin-
cent Branch without the Government
gave them the terms which they were
assumed already to have got, it must be
remenbered that, having bought the
lands, they had no choice except to
continue the work or forfeit the land
grant which made those western
roads so valuable.

Ma. BOWELL said the Government,
though they asked this power, should
consider well before entering into any
arrangement with the St. Paul and
Northern Pacifie Company or its branch,
by which a monopoly would be created
for ten years to come, for ail the
traffic from the North-West. If ho
understood this scheme, speculators
had purchased these St. Paul North.
ern Pacifie bonds, which belonged
to Some people in Germany, to the
arnount of some fifteen or twenty mil-lion dollars, for a more trifle, compara-
tively. Ilaving invested their moneyin these bonds, they now desired to

106

continue the line, and to make such
arrangements with the Canadian Gov-
ernment as would make that property
valuable. The hon. the First Minister
had told the House that, unless the
Government was put in a position to
lease thom the upper portion of the
line, or to enter into certain arrange-
ments with them, that this company
would not continue their road west-
ward. The Government should be
very cautions about placing this power
in the hands of a number of gentlemen
who had ir-vested money in the pur-
chase of these bonds for the purpose of
acquiring the property, and for the
extension of the line in order to secure
the means of traffie which must noces-
sarily flow eastwards from the North-
West, the present trade as well as the
enormous traffie which would have to
come eastward in a very short time,
particularly when they understood
that it would be owned by those par-
ties who hai exacted enormous freight
rates from the people of
the North-West,-rates so enor-
mous that they almost doubled
the cost of the goods taken into that
country. If the statement made by
the hon. member for Lisgar was true,
and ho had no doubt it was, the gen-
tlemen connected with the Northern
Pacifie Railway were prepared to con-
struct a lino, if they could maire cer-
tain arrangements from Detroit station,
on the Northern Pacifie, to Pembina,
which made the route from fifty to
sixty miles shorter. The Government
should have the power to give that lino
the same advantage which they gave to
the Northern Pacific Railway if, by so
doing, they would shorten the distance
from Pembina to Duluth, by that
route, some fifty or sixty miles. It
seemed like taking power to perpetuate,
or at least to place, for ten years, in tha
hands of those who had become wealthy
ont of the Ki ttson lino of steamers, the
control of the traffic from the North-
West. He did not pretend to say that
the Government should not have the
power to make any arrangements to
facilitate the bringing of traffic from
and to the North-West, but he did say
that Parliament should be very eau-
tious how they entered into an arrange-
ment which would affect other compot-
ing lines, and tend to continue the enor-
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mous rates paid for traffic to and from
that territory. le believed it would
be much better to take the view of the
hon. member for Marquette, and allow
the present state of affairs to remain a
year or two longer, than to rush into
this scheme and enter into a bargain
which might materially affect the pros-
perity of the North-West in the future.
And, he believed, it would be botter
that an all-rail route through our coun-
try should be pushed forward with
much more energy than it had been iii
the past, and that we should not be de-
pendent, either directly or indirectly,
upon any American line. If there was
disposition shown to accomplish this
desirable object, it would be more
satisfactory to the people of the North-
West, and of the Dominion generally,
than any piecemeal scheme, either by
water-stretches or by effecting leases
with lines which ran from American
territory. There wvas this danger:
that, once a line had been established,
and the carrying of freight began over
that line, and it was carried into the
United States, those connected with
this St. Paul Pacific Company would
endeavour, by every possible means, to
keep that traffic which they had
secured. and thereby injure the carry-
ing trade which would otherwise come
through this country. The Govern-
ment should be very cautions, and
exercise this power judiciously and in
the interests of the Dominion. There
might be connected with it-and this
very proposition seemed to warrant
the supposition-persons who were
deeply interested in this Kittson line,
and who had political influence which
they used to their own advantage and
to the detriment of this country.

Ma. CURRIER said he could under-
stand the position the Government
were placed in, in negotiating with
these different railway interests, for
the purpose of carrying out this scheme
of giving railway communication to
the North-West. Any railway com-
pany which would undertake to extend
their lino to Pembina, would deserve,
and he could not blame them for it, to
bave the sole business of that lino, and,
therefore, it was scarcely possible that
the Government could keep themselves
open to make arrangements with more

Ma. BOWELL.

than one lino ofrailway to extend their
lines to Pembina. No railway, ho fan.
cied, would wish to make an arrange.
ment unless they got a monopoly of
the whole trade. If the Governiment
took this stand : that they would not
arrange with this Company except
that they should be open to arrange
with any other one upon the same
terms, then no company would under.
take to extend the line. Therefore,
they could see what position the Gov.
ernment was placed in. No doubt,
the trade of the North-West was going
to be diverted back to the States, and,
for his part, he had only to say that he
held the Government responsible for
not having already a road completed
between Thunder Bay and the North.
West. If the Government had directed
their attention in that direction, the
road would have been built before to.
day between Thunder Bay and Pemi-
bina. The country would hold the
Government responsible for their fail-
ure in doing this. As regarded the
term for which they would make the
arrangement, lie did not see it made
any difference, whether five, ten or
twenty years, because it must continue
until the line would be built in our own
country.

Ma. SMILTH (Selkirk) said that.
being intimately acquainted with the
Nol th-West, and being a representa.
tive of that part of the country, he
had necessarily taken very great in.
terest in endeavouring to obtain rail-
way communication with Manitoba as
soon as possible. As far back as twO
years, or even more than two years,
ho understood it might be possible to
make some arrangement which would
get rid of the great hindrance in th'
way of opening up communication
with the American linos at Glyndon.
However, after many endeavouIrs-
ho spoke of endeavours on bis owU
part-it was not until quite recently
anyone had been found who Would
take that same interest in it ho had
felt himself. Fortunately for tho Po-
minion, and certainly most fortunatelf
for the North-West, some gentlemen
of enterprise and of means were at
length induced to look into the matter,
and he believed they had boon able to
make arrangements by whieh theY
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would be prepared to open up comma-
nication with the North-West--that
was, with Pembina. The hon. member
for Lisgar (Mr. Schultz), as ho under-
stood from what had been stated by
the hon. member for North Hastings
(Mr. Bowell), for ho did not personal-
ly hear the remarks of that hon.
member, appeared to have stated that
the Northern Pacifie Railway Com-
pany was prepared to build a lino to
Manitoba. He (Mr. Smith) believed
-and ho had the best reasons for bc-
lieving-that the company had not
any such intention. During the past
four or five years it had been found
that it was utterly useless to build on
the Canadian side, as no one would
tako up the question of building a
railway on this side of the lino,
and the difficulties appeared to be
insuperable. Many efforts were made,
lut at length the difficulty was
partially surmounted, and gentlemen
in this country took upon themselves
very heavy responsibility indeed. They
seemed a very large amount of bonds,
but not for the trifling sum of which
the hon. member for North Hastings
had spoken-and ho (Ur. Smith) spoke
with knowledge in regard to the mat-
ter. He could not state the exact
amount, nor was it necessary that it
should be given, but it was a good
many millions of dollars, which, though
lie did not know how it might be with
the hon. member for North Hastings,
was generally considered, and espe-
cially in the present time of depression,
a very considerable sum. Those gen-
tlemen went to the Government and
asked them, that, in consideration of
extending the lino upwards of seventy
miles through a district which, at tho
present time, was without settlement,
and from which there could not be any
local trafflc whatever, they should ob-
tain running powers on certain condi-
tions on the Pembina Branch; but, at
the same time, ho was fully convinced
that those gentlemen did not desire
or would not require from the Govern-
ment, even if the Government were
p'pared to give it to them-which hovas a.ssured they would not-anything
but what could be fully justified to
every hon. member who would take areasonable view of it. He believed
those gentlemen would be quite pre-
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pared, with respect to rates, to say
that they would not desire to charge
more when there was no competition
than on that portion of their lino on
which they came into competition with
other railroads, thus showing that they
were prepared to act in the most fair
manner to the people of the North-
West. He had obtained particulars in
regard to the rates charged at the pre-
sent time by different companies in
the North-West, but ho had not the
details at hand, as ho did not expect
the subject to come up to-day. Never-
theless, ho might mention one or two
matters which would show the House
that the heavy rates and great extor-
tion spoken of did not rest with the
Red River Transportation Company.
The first class passage was, last year,
and had been for two or three years,
$20. Of that amount, the Northern
Pacifie would not accept anything less
than $10 for carrying passengers 241
miles to Glyndon, which was made
within twelve hours. From that point
to Fsher's Landing, or rather Crooks-
ton, the other portion of the lino be-
longing to the Red River Transporta-
tion Company, a distance of 70 miles,
$2.50 was charged. There remained
the transit by the Red River Trans-
portation Company for a distance of
380 miles, occupying two or three days
on the river, for which 87.50 was
charged. The House would thus see
that for transportation over 244 miles
the Northern Pacifie obtained $10, that
for 70 miles $2.50 was exacted, and
that for 380 miles, extending over two
or three days, only $7.50 was paid.
For second class passage, $12 was paid
for the whole distance, of which 86
was taken by the Northern Pacifie for
241 miles, while the Red River Trans-
portation Company obtained an amount
in the same proportion as he had mon-
tioned for the first class passengers.
For Government emigrants, $10 was
paid from Duluth to Winnipeg, of
which sum one-half went to the
Northern Pacifie and the balance to
the railway from Glyndon, northward,
and the Transportation Company.
With respect to troights, their experi-
once had been precisely similiar.

Ma. PLUMB enquired how much
the froight was from Montreal to
Winnipeg.
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Ma. SMITH (Selkirk) said he could
not state the sum, but ho would
endeavour to indicate what were the
charges for transporting wheat out of
the country, which was an important
question to the farmers of the North-
West. Last year, alter a good deal of
difflculty with the Northern Pacitic
Company, it was arranged that wheat
should be carried at 40c. per 1001b.,
making 24c. per bushel, from Winni-
peg to Duluth. Of that sum, the
Northern Pacifie received 17c. for
carrying it 244 miles; the railway
from Glyndon to Crookston, 5c., and
the Red River Transportation, for
carrying it 380 miles, 17½c., the same
sum as the Northern Pacifie Railway.
But there was a great difference be-
tween the services of the two com-
panies, as every hon. member would
perceive. The Transportation Com-
pany took the wheat o2 board their
steamers at Winnipeg in bags. They
engaged, in return for the 17je., to
land it, at their own expense, at
Fisher's Landing, and also to place it
on board the cars in bulk, bringing
back the bags free of charge to Winni-
peg. The railway company, on the
other hand, had no expense whatever,
except the hauling of it to Duluth, and
they had no delivery to make. It was
there handed over to the Elevating
Company, and the charge for handling
fell upon the wheat. It would be
seen, therefore, that, in every case, the
Northern Pacifie Company obtained
the lion's share of the freight charge,
and it was rather hard that efforts
should be made to run to the ground
the Red River Transportation Com.-
pany, as had been done. He was free
to admit that, probably, the latter com-
pany had done very well and was
making very fair profits, which was
what other persons, under similiar
circumstances, would be inclined to do,
for even the hon. member for North
Hastings would hardly refuse eight or
or nine per cent. interest, and state
that five was sufficient.

Ma. BOWELL: That would depend,
in a great measure, whether 1 had a
monopoly of the market.

Ma. SMITH said that, of course, the
hon. member night not have exhibited
as much moderation as the Red River

Mn. PLUMB.

Transportation Company. That was
very probable since the hon. gentleman
had stated it would depend altogether
on having a monopoly or not.

Ma. BOWELL asked whether itwas
true that tho company divided 80 per
cent. profit on last year's transactions.

MR. SMITH said, not having been
in any way personally interested in
that company, even to the extent of a
sixpence, he had no right to have anv
knowledge of its internai affairs. le
desired, however, to point out that the
responsibility foi the heavy rate8,
which he admitted were heavy, did not
lie at the door of the Red River Trans.
portation Company atone, which ob.
tained only a small share of those
rates, the greater portion boing taken
by the Northern Pacifie-that road
which the hon. member for Lisgar
would desire to see proforred to the
St. Paul and Pacifie. He (Mr. Smith)
had the best ground for knowing that
the Northern Pacifie Company had no
intention whatever of building any
road to Winnipeg; and he believed
further that, if the Government were
not to avait themselves of any fair and
reasonable proposition which might
now be made of getting communication
there, the people of the North-West
might romain five years more, as they
had already remained many years,
without railway communication-that
was to say, until the line was com-
pleted through from Thunder Bay. le
would like to have such a proposition
submitted to the people of the North-
West and see how they would view it.
He would ask the hon. member for
Marquette (Mr. Ryan) how such a
proposition would be received il
Manitoba. Ho would refer that lon,
gentleman to a statement in the Wi'
nipeg Free Press, of the 26th ult.,
which said that the people of the
North-West were most anxious to have
the road, and trusted the Goverm t
would make arrangements to have the
railway carried there as rapidly as
eould be done. They said the OPP0 "
tien te the proposai was attribltble
to motives to which he did not car t
rofer. He deaired to reiterate the
statement that he had learned frm
those who were interested in the coW
pletion of the road, that they had "'
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desire to obtain f rom the Govern ment
anything but what could be justified in
reason to both sides of the House.

M. SCHULTZ said that, from re-
marks %hich had fallen from some of
the speakers, it was evident that some
hon. gentlemen took the view that the
persons now applying for the lease of
the Pembina Branch had made great
sacrifices in securing the bonds of the
St. Paul and Pacifie Railway, and con-
sequently merited liberal arrange-
ments being made with them for the
Pembina Branch and that, if not
given a ]ease on the terms they asked,
they might not build the fifty-five
miles of uncompleted road to St. Vin-
cent at all, and thus put off indefini-
tely railroad communication with the
Province. Now, he would endeavour
to show the utter fallacy of these pre-
tences. He could not say exactly the
price paid by these parties for the
bonds, but it was understood to be as
low as teu cents on the dollar for some
classes of them, and it must be remem-
bered that these bonds carried with
thom a very large and very valuable
land grant, and if the Pembina
Branch were never comploted, the
transaction, in view of the large price
likely to be obtained for theso lands,
would be a profitable one. In re-
ference to the threat, if any such were
made, not to go on with the uncom-
pleted portion of the St. Paul and
Pacific St. Vincent Branch without
they had the lease of the Pembina
Branch for a number of years,
such a threat was the sheerest non-
sense, because the land grant was a
conditional one, and the parties who
bought the lands must complote the
road at once, or forfeit the land grant
in question. It has been assumed, too,that this purchase alone could have
eut the knot which occasioned thedeadlock betwoen the Amsterdam
holders of the bonds and the American
management of the road, but that wasequally a fallacy; for, while it was truethat the swindled bondholders hadresolved not to complete the roadWhile.they were at the mercy of theAmerican management, yet the Logis-lature of the State of Minnesota hadintended, at thoir Session this winter,
to have solved the problem by declar-

ing a forfeiture of the land grant of the
uncompleted portions of the road, and
given it to any new company which
would have completed it. From these
facts, it would be seen that the parties
now seeking this lease had no right
to ask any special advantage, especially
when to give them that advantage would
preclude the possibility of competition
over the American lines, and probably
shut off the advantago of lake trans-
portation from Duluth completely,
with its consequent injury to the ship-
ping interests of the Dominion. ln
reference to the defence of the Kittson
Red River Line by the hon. member
for Selkirk, lie (Mr. Schultz) was
amazed to find that anyone who had
been over that line should attempt to
defend this most iniquitous monopoly.
Had his hon. friend never seon our
Ontario emigrants, who took the cheap-
est class of passage to save their little
store of money to aid them in their
efforts to make homes in the North-
West, huddled like sheep and treated
like hogs on the lower docks of those
very steamers ? Did ho ever know
anything but the grossest imposition
on freight in passage and on extra
baggage; and, while ho asserted, in
answer to the momber for North
Hastings, that ho did not know what
were the dividends of this monopoly'last
year, could lie tell the louse what
share they got of the $ 125,000 which was
down in the Public Accounts as being
paid to N. W. Kittson, of St. Paul, for
the transportation ofsteel rails? Again,
the hon, gentleman endeavoured to
show the leniency of the line in charg-
ing only 17½c. per 100 pounds on
grain transported to Fisher's Land-
ing, forgetting to state that this
was in boats which would have re-
turned empty but for this freight.
Why, did the hon. gentleman not
know that this price for 300 miles of
slack-water navigation was double the
cost of transporting wheat across the
Atlantic? Did ho not know that
wheat might bo sent the whole length
of the Mississippi for half this cost, and
could be transported even from Chicago
to New York for less? Enough was
known about this notorious monopoly
to cause the Government to pause be-
fore they granted to its owners that
which they might make the means of
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creating a Kittson lino monopoly on
land.

MR. SMITH (Selkirk) said that the
hon. member for Lisgar was not one
bit surprised or amazed at hearing him
speakas ho had dore, though the hon.
gentleman professed to be so surprised.
He (Mr. Smith) had never spoken of
or said anything with regard to the
moderation of the charges in the North-
West. He wished simply to compare the
rates, and show what proportion was
received by the Transportation Com-
pany. It was all very well for the
hon. gentleman to speak of the
curses of emigrants, and of what was
said by people who really did not
understand the position; and ho might
go further-which ho hardly cared to
do-and say that the hon. gentleman
was, perhaps, very greatly instrumen-
tal himself in giving this falso idea as
to what had been done and received by
the Transportation Company in the
North-West. The hon. gentleman said
that ho (Mr Smith) could point out
how much of the money paid by this
Government to the Transportation
Company was obtained by the Hudson
Bay Company. He could do more, if
ho cared to do it; ho could show that
of' the sum of $32,000 received by the
hon. gentleman, said to be for loss sus-
tained by the seizure, at Winnipeg, in
the winter of 1869 and 1870, of certain
goods, a portion (if this amount was
paid for goods~ which were still
remaining at Georgetown in Min-
nesota, and which wore removed
thence two or three years after the
payments wore made. He would
have no difficulty in showing and
proving that such was the case.

Ma. SCHULTZ . I rise to a question
of order. I ask whether this is perti-
nent to the discussion before the Com-
mittee? I have, however, no objection
to the hon. gentleman continuing on
this subject if I am allowed the privi-
loge of reply ?

THE CHAIRMAN : This is not very
pertinent to the discussion, I must
say.

MR. SMITH said ho had no desire to
say anything more with regard to this
long- past matter, but the hon. mem-
ber for Lisgar had spoken of matters

MR. SCHULTZ.

of which he evidently knew nothingand made assertions in the Hiousé
which ho (Mr. Smith) nust certainly
say he would be amazed to hear if theycame from any hon. member who
understood the position, which ho cer-
tainly must believe the hon. gentleman
did not. The hon. gentleman stated
that the Legislature of Minnesota had
taken such action as made it impera-
tive on some company to bauild this
lire immediately, and that this coin-
pany d.d not do so, then the lands in
question would fall into the hands of
any other company that would build the
line immediately. The hon. gentleman
must know that the time up to which
it was imperative on any company to
do so, extended over some years yet to
elapse; and ho also knew ho (Mr.
Smith) should suppose that it.would be
no difficult matter for those companies
to secure an extension of that power,
if absolutely necessary. He really
did not care to go into the different
matters of which the hon. gentleman
had spoken, because there was no sub-
stance in the whole of them. It was
simple assertion on the hon. gentle-
man's part, and assertion with regard
to matters of which the hon. gentle.
man really knew nothing. He cold
only repeat that the difficulty in ge-
ting control of these lines, was snch as
certainly would have made a very
great many people hesitate before they
would have had anything to do with
it.

MR. SCHULTZ said that ho was
aware that this subject was wide of the
debate before the Committee, and that
ho must not be unparliamentary il
the denial that ho must give to the
hon. member for Selkirk, and he would
content himslf simply with commend-
ing to that hon. gentlemen the story
of a gentleman in New York wbo, nOt
wishing to state directly his opinion of
the veracity of a person ho believed to be
a consummate liar, said of him: " That
all he could say, was, that if he should
meet him going down Broadway with
Ananias and Sapphira ho should take
all thrce to belong to the same
family."

MR. RYAN said that the hon. mem.
ber for Selkirk had stated that the
Northern Pacifie Railroad had DO 'l-
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elination to complote that portion of
thcir lino from Detroit to Pembina,
which would be necessary to make a

competing lino. It was quite evident
that the hon. gentleman was not in the
Ilouse when a telogram was read by
the hon. member for Lisgar on this
subject.

MR. SMITI : I was not.

Ma. RYAN said that, for the hon.
gentleman's information, ho would
read this telegram, which was as fol-
laws:

"By Telegraphfrom our own Correspondent.

l WIiNNIPEG, MAN., March 7th.
"The St. Paul Pionear Press states edi-

torially that the purchasers of the bonds of
the St. Paul and -Pacific Railway are Messrs.
Hill & Kittson, asEociated with Mr. Stephens,
of the Bank of Montreal, and Mr. Donald A.
Smith. It asserts that, through the influence
of the latter, the support andfeo-operation of
the Dominion Goverument have been ob-
tained in the adjustment of their connections
with the railway system of Manitoba."
It affirmed also:

"That they have, in fact, effected a lease,
on favourable terms, of the Pembina Branch,
and that this intimate alliance furnishes an
ample guarantee that it will be forever free
of the competition of the Chicago lines."

He desired to call the attention of the
hon. member for Selkirk particularly
to the following paragraph. The
article concluded:

"It is deemed proper to make public
these facts to disabuse antagonist pardies of
misapprehensione, which may lead to a use-
lees waste of valuable time."
What was the meaning of the last para-
graph ? If it meant anything, it meant
that there were other competing lines
and other railroads which were anxi-
ous andi willing to form a connection
with the Pembina Branch; and when
they took into consideration the cir-
eumstances which accompanied the
w'iting of this paragraph, and reflected
on the faet that it was not written in

.innipeg or Ottawa, where there
might very proporly be supposed tobe an imperfect knowledge ot all the
irCumstances of the case, but in St.Pauj where were the parties who hadthe best means of knowing exactly

th at they were writing about, lie
hoht the House would agree withhia tbat there was not only reason to

suppose, but that the parties in whose
interest this article was written, had
had very great feurs that a competing
lino wuuld be built from Detroit,or some
other point, to connect with the Pem-
bina Branch.

MR. SMITH: I would give the
hon. gentleman the assurance that the
parties he speaks of in connection with
this paragraph had nothing to do
whatever with what is made to appear
there. I have this on their own author-
ity, because I brought that particular
matter to their knowledge. They did
not inspire it in any way.

MR. GIBBS (South Ontario): The
hon. member for Lisgar asks the hon.
member for Selkirk, who could not
have heard the question, to what parties
does he now refer ?

MR. SMITII I referred to the persons
who have taken an interest in this mat-
ter in connection with the St. Paul and
Pacifie Road.

MR. SCHULTZ: Who are tbey ?

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman says he bas the author-
ity of certain persons for making a
statement, and, when asked, he will
not say who they are.

MR. SMITH: I do not think it is
necessary to do so.

MR. iRYAN said that since the hon.
member for Selkirk was in such a
very gracious and explanatory mood,
perhaps, ho would explain the cor-
respondence which had taken place
between the hon. member for
Lisgar and the authorities of the North-
ern Pacific Railroad, in which the for-
mer had stated that the latter had ex-
pressed themselves as not only ready
but even anxious to construct a lino
from Detroit to Pembina. What would
the effect be if the Government chose,
under the provisions of this Bill, to
give a lease for ten years of the Pem-
bina Branch to the St. Paul and Pacific
Railway ? This would be simply to
hand over the commerce of the whole
North-West to, and to bind hand and
foot, beyond the possibility of re-
demption by any effort on the
part of the people of Manitoba, to
the St. Paul and Pacifie Ra'lway.
What did it matter to the manufac-
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turers of Canada, who were desirous of
getting their goods into that country,
or to the people of Manitoba, who were
desirous of getting their grain out of it,
whether there was a railroad comiuni-
cating with it or not, if the rates under
the railroad tariff were not materially
less than those which at present ex-
isted? And of this they could have no
guarantee. The hon. member for Sel-
kirk on this occasion, and on several
other occasions, senmed to have taken
a particular anxiety, to have enter-
tained very grave doubts as to the
correctness of his (Mr. Ryan) repre-
senting the sentiments of his constitu-
ents. The hon. gentleman had done
him the honor to state that the
Manitoba Free Press, which he (Mr.
Smith) assumed to be a more authentie
organ for the expression of the senti-
ments of his constituents than he (Mr.
Ryan) himself was, did not hold opin-
ions in unison with his on this subject.
For the benefit of the hon. member for
Selkirk and of the Honse, he would
state exactly what his sentiments on
this question were. He believed that
the Government of Canada, which
handed over the traffic of the North-
West by making a lease for any number
of years to the St. Paul and Pacific
Railroad Company. without inserting
some provision in the lease which
would make a maximum freight rate
from Winnipog to Glyndon, would do
a very serious injustice to the
country; and he was prepared,
as a Manitoba representative, to
state that the Government would then
do something which they ought not to
do in the interest of Manitoba. The
Government ought merely to give a
running right. If they presumed to
give more than a running right, and
leased the road, without strictly regu-
lating the rate for freight between
Winnipeg and Glyndon, from which
point they could have competition
btween the Northern Pacifie and the
St. Paul and Pacifie.

MR. MACKENZIE: I think thatthis
hon. gentleman and his colleague also,
have discussed a great deal about mat-
tors which I fully explined, I believe,
when they were not in the House.
I might tell them that no lease, as a
matter of course, will be made that

MR. RYAN.

does not entirely control the rate&
from Duluth.

MR. IRYAN said that ail he had to
say was, that he was extremely tbank-
ful to the hon. member for Selkirk lor
the extreme anxiety which he had
manifested with regard to his (Mr.
Ryan's) constituents. He had to tell
the hon. gentleman that he was quite
prepared.

THE CHAIRMAN : That is foreign
to the subject.

Ma. RYAN: It is foreign to the
subject, but I am only replying to
what the hon. member for Selkirk did
not state, but insinuated that I mis-
represented the sentiments of my con.
stituents.

MR. SMITH (Selkirk) : I beg the
hon. gentleman's pardon. I did not
say anything particularly about his
constituents; I spoke of the people of
Manitoba generally. I feel, nay, I
am convinced, that if the people of
Manitoba are deprived of railway com-
munication, as soon as it is practicable
to get it-and I understand the hon.
gentleman wishes to deprive them of
it-either by way of Thunder Bay or
some other route, they would not be
slow in expressing their opinion, and

'saying they insiet on having a rail-
way to Winnipeg as soon as possible.

MR. RYAN said he did not make
use of the expression attributed to hin
by the hon. member for Selkirk. What
Le did say was, that he thought it was
impossible for the Government to get
a connection with thePembina branch,
and handing over the whole traffic of
that part of the country for the next
ten years without creating an unjlst
monopoly. He said that in such a case
it would be botter to pause even for a
year or two before causing such injflS-
tice. He might remark also, that with
respect to this or other publie questions
affeeting the Pro.vince from which he
came, as a representativeand otherwise,
he would be prepared to discuss them
with the hon. member for Selkirk be-
fore either of their constituents.

Ma. TROW said, as a rule, it was
found that members from distant Pro-
vinces worked in harmony, more par-
ticularly with regard to subjects which
tended to the developmont of the
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resources of their Province. Unfor-
tunately, the members from Manitoba
were the reverse. They were more
like Kilkenny cats than anything else,
aud were continually quarrelling in
regard to matters connected with their
Province. Twelve months ago he was
in harmony with the member for Mar-
quette and the member for Lisgar, in
reference to the propriety of urging
upon the Government the necessity
for incrcased communication by
rail to their particular Province.
These hon. gentlemen pressed this
matter very strenuously upon
the notice of the Government,
and now that the Government were
taking stops to do what they were
wanting twelve months ago, they tried
to place stumbling blocks in the way.
The people wished immediate railway
communication in order that they
might obtain an outlet for the rosources
of that great country, and it was a
matter of indifference to them what
particular line was given them. The
terms of the proposed lease were not
stated, but every confidence might be
placed in the Government who pro-
mised that when the conditions were
proposed they would be rigidly en-
florced. No particular line was stated
in the Bill, and it was intended that all
lines should connect with the Pembina
branch.

Ma. BOWELL said there was one
point in connection with this matter
which he wished the House to under-
stand. The hon. member for Selkirk,
wben speaking a few moments ago,
referred to some remarks which ho
(Mr. Bowell) had made. The hon.
gentleman said ho had spoken con-
temptously about a few million dollars.
Ile had no recollection of using the
words " a few millions " or speaking
contemptuously of any amount of
noney. What ho did say was, that

those Dutch bondholders held
bonds upon this road to ihe amount of
some $15,000,000 or $20,000,000, and
that some parties (he mentioned nonanes) had purchased those bondslor what was practically a small
amount. He cast no ridicule on those
gentlemen, nor did ho find fault withthe speculation into which they hadentered. ]But, if they did invest a few

millions, then his argument was still
stronger than if it were a contempt-
ible sum, because, the more they in-
vested, the greater would be their
anxiety to secure a lease of this road,
so that the freights on the traffie for
the next ton years might go into their
pockets. Reference was made to the
transaction in a paragraph which had
already been quoted. That para-
graph said: "'fhe purchasers of
the bonds of the St. Paul and Pacifie
Railway are Messrs. Hill & Kittson,
associated with Mr. Stephens, of the
Montreal Bank, and Mr. Donald
A. Smith." The House, ho be-
lieved, understood that to mean
Mr. Donald A. Smith, momber for Sel-
kirk. This paragraph had already
been read twice, and the hon. gentle-
man had not yet denied its accuracy.
The flouse must, therofore, infer that
the statement was correct. t mat-
tered not to the House how much
these gentlemen had paid, but, if what
was stated in the paragraph was
matter of fact, then they had
the extraordinary spectacle in
in that louse of the champion of
this proposed lease using his power
and influence as a very humble and
obedient supporter of the Government
to secure to himsolf and his partners
in this transaction the advantage of a
lease. Either this was true, or it was
not. He was inclined to infer its fruth
from the fact that the hon. gentleman
had not denied a charge of this kind
made twice in the House. If it were
not true, one would have supposed that
ho would at once have disavowed any
connection with this road, and shown
that ho was disinterested in seeking
this lease. It would have been with a
much botter grace if the hon. gentle-
man had not attempted upon this
occasion to raise an unseemly debate
upon questions which were fully dis-
cussed, as would be found from the
Iansard, a few years ago but confined
himself exclusively to the effect
which the granting of this lease would
have on the trade and commerce of the
country. He believed every member
of the House, whether on the Minis-
terial side or in Opposition, had
but one object in view with regard
to this matter; at least he ought to,
have.
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Sit JOHIN A. MACDONALD: Ex-
cept the hon. member for Selkirk.

MR. BOWELL: Except, as suggested
in the paragraph which [ have read,the
hon. member for Selkirk, who has an-
other object, and that is: to secure the
lease which the Government ask
power to grant to this company, there-
by benefitting himself individually.
He (Mr. Bowell) thought that equal
running rights should be given to
-other companies over every line which
Government could control, in order
that they might do that which he was
sure the Minister of Public Works
wished to do, that was: to prevent a
monopoly in the carrying trade of the
North-West for ton years, or until they
could build their own railroad. In the
Province from which ho came, and
which the hon. the Premier knew
well, the legislation in matters of this
ind provided that equal running

rights and powers be given over all
roads in which Government funds
were invested, or to which they
lent any aid either by subsidy or
otherwise. He thought the same
principle should be adopted here. He
did not objectto a running right being
given to this particular line, but ho ob-
jected to such rights being conflned to
any one particular line, or to those gen-
tlemen who had purchased bonds for
from $15,000,000 to $20,000,000 for a
small sum. More particularly should
they guard against this when they were
told in publicjournals,and not denied by
the gentleman implicated, that a mem-
-ber of the House was interested in soeur-
ing for himself and his partners that
which outsiders only were allowed.
The hon. gentleman had not donied the
charge which had been made against
him,and he(Mr. Bowell)thought ho was
perfectly justified in niaking the obser-
vations which ho had used,

Mn. SITH (Selkirk) said ho felt
humble, so very humble, under the cor-
rection of the hon. member for
North Hastings, but was consoled at
finding that the hon. gentleman ac-
'counted him among millionaires. He
(Mr. Smith) sheuld, no doubt, be proud
to think that he was so considered.
He really did not know, however, why
ho had been attacked as ho had been.
The Bill now under consideration was

MR. BOWELL.

merely to empower the Government to
make some arrangements for the com-

'pletion of the American lino to Pem.
bina, and if the agreement which must
be brought before Parliament was
such as the Hlouse could not approve,
objection could thon be taken to it
but ho could not, in the present stage
of the question, see the necessity for
much that had been said about it. The
hon. member for North Hastings and
other hon. member had not yet before
them sufficient information to enable
them to form a correct judgment on
the subject. He (Mr. Smith) had no
desire to use any influence one way or
the other, and did not think that any-
thing should be done which was not
perfectly just and in the interest of the
country.

Ma. RYAN said the Minister of
Public Works was kind enough to in-
fornm him that no law would be passed
without making provision as to the
rate of freight between Winnipeg and
Duluth. As a representative from the
Province of Manitoba, he heard that
declaration with a great deal of satis-
faction, and although some might pre-
fer that nothing more than a running
right should be given, still, if the Gov-
ernment deemed it necessary to give
something more than a running
right, and, on the other hand,
secure a favourable rate of
freight between Winnipeg and Duluth,
any slight demur which might have
existed with regard to this point, would
be in a great measure removed.

Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he assumed the hon, member for Sel-
kirk bad an interest in this railway-
that, indeed, was admitted-and there
was seon the indecent spectacle of an
hon. gentleman coming to the louse
as an advocat e and pressing this Jease
in his own interest. When the hon.
member for Lisgar rose, in the interests
of the people of Manitoba, to make a
statement, the hon. member for Selkirk
tried to throw a doubt across the floor
of the House as to the veracity of the
hon. gentleman. He, as an interested
party, impugned the accuracy of a dis-
interested party; ho advocated more
warmly and strongly this Bill, which
was in his own interest, and which
would put money in his own pocket,

Act Amendmýent Bill.
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than the Minister who introduced it.
The hon. gentleman admitted be was a

partner in this concern, and the House
should know something about it.

,MR. SMITII: I beg the right hon.

gentlelan's pardon. I have admitted
no such thing; the hon. gentleman, I
hope, is noL my father confessor ?

Suit JORN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman has not denied it, and
there is no doubt that, if he could have
done so, he would. A little while ago
be denied positively that ho had any
interest in the Kitton line, because he
could say so, but he does not deny that
he bas an interest in the St. Paul line.

Mi. S ITH: Because it is not neces-
sary.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
lion. gentleman bas no right to inter-
rupt me. Ie says it is not necessary
to explain; I say it is. He knows that
no man who bas an interest in a moa-
sure bas a right to advocate it. Per-
haps, by-and-bye, his right to vote will
be challenged on that ground.

Ma. MACKENZIIE: On this Bill?
Does the hon. gentleman mean to say
that anyone is precluded from voting
on this Bill?

Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. the Premier had agreed to
provide in this Bill that the con-
tract must be approved by Parliament,
and the hon. gentleman would thon be
im a position--if he was here-to say
whether he had an interest in this line
or not, and, if he had an interest, lie
could not vote upon it. But the para-
graph went on to say:

" It affirms, also, that they have, in fact,
efleted a lease on favourabli ternis, of the
Pembina Branch, and that the intiinate alli-
ance furnishes an ample gnarantee that it

.viil be forever free of the competition of theChi2ago line."
The article concludes:

"It is deened proper to niake public thesefacts, to disabuse antagonist parties of mis-
aPprehensin, which may lead to a waste of

aua ble tie."
They were informed by the Premier
that negotiations had been going on,it hie did not tell the bouse how far.If the terns had been substantiallyarrangd , if there was an understand-
îng Of any kind arrived at, it was the

duty of the hon. the Premier to have
informed the llonse of the facts before
asking them to vote. It was neither
right nor just that the hon. member for
Selkirk should be allowed to advocate
this lease. The hon. niember for Sel-
kirk stated that the bon. member for
Lisgar was mistaken when he said
the directors of the Northern Pacifie
road were ready to go into this matter.
The hon. member for Lisgar said
he had a statement in writing to the
effect that the directors of the Northern
Pacific road were ready to offer for the
contract, if permitted. The bon. gentle-
man had also quoted a statement to
the effect that the Wisconsin Railway
Company also was prepared to go into
the matter. The arguments used by
his lion. friend from Lisgar and Mar-
quette were unanswerable when they
said it was unadvisable that one line
should have a monopoly of the traffic
for ten years. He considered that to
give such a monopoly was not only an
injustice, but a fraudulent measure.
The article which had been so often
quoted was printed because it
was deemed proper to disabuse an-
tagonistic parties of misapprehension,
and thus save valuable time. The
hon. gentleman said it was not noces-
sary for him to reply to the question
which had been put to him. Ie (Sir
(Sir John A. Macdonald) thought
it was desirable to do so, be-
cause this article seemed to say,
in behalf of the bondholders of the
St. Paul line : " We have made a
bargain ; we have got ahead of you ;
do not throw away valuable time ; we
have a monopoly for ton years." He
did not believe that the Committee or
Parliament or the country would
sustain such conduct.

MR. SMITH said he considored it
very unseoemy and very improper of
the right hon. gentleman to speak of
any member in that House as he had
donc of him. The right hon. gentle-
man had no right to call upon him in
that way; he h¶ud no right to charge
him with being unable to deny what
had been said regarding his supposed
connection with the St. Paul Railway.
He believed his word was as good, and
would be as readily accepted as that of
the right hon. gentleman, though he
did hold a very high position.
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Ma. KIRKPATRICK: You have not
given it.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
have not impugned the bon. gentle-
man's word; my complaint is that he
will not give it.

MR. SMITH said it was neither
nocessary nor desirable to satisfy the
right hon. gentleman's curiosity. Just
one word as to what had been said
about the Northern Pacific Railway
Company. He did uot,in making his pre-
vious remarks, speak lightly. He had it
on the written authority of the Presi-
dent of that road that the directors
had no intention of continuing their
road to Pembina or St. Vincent. With
regard to voting, he trusted he knew
his duty, and could maintain his
honour just as well as the right hon.
gentleman. It would be quite time
enough for hin to presume to speak
as he had done, when ho found that ho
(Mr. Smith) was guilty of anything
of whieh he ought to be ashamed.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: It is
quite as indecent for the hon. gentle-
-man to advocate a scheme in which he
is interested, as it would ho for him to
vote.

Ma. SMITH: I advocate no scheme,
but support a Bill which makes no
reference to any individual or any
particular company. I have morely
spoken on the necessity for estab-
lishing railway communication with
Manitoba as soon as possible, ani in
doiig so, I am confident that I but ex-
press the views of my constituents and
the people of that Province generally.

MR. WHITE (East Hastings) said
this was a serious matter for the House
to take into consideration. In the first
place, an hon. member was accused of
being interestel in the proposed lease,
and ou being asked by the hon.
member for Kingston to deny that
statement, he said: " The people of this
country wil judge of my word, and ac-
cept it as readily as they would that of
the hon. member for Kingston." There
seemed to be a party in the House-a
very prominent party-who cared
more for the Hudson Bay Company,
the Montreal Bank, and private mat-
ters, than for the interests of the people
of Manitoba; and yot one of these gen.

Ma. SMIH.

tleman replied to a charge made
against him by standing up and say.
ing: " My word will be taken before
your word." No one would believe that
the hon. member for Selkirk cared as
much for the interests of the country
generally as he did for his own pocket,
Perhaps that was not exactly a Parlia.
mentary expression.

THE CHAIRMAN: It is certainly
not pertinent to the subject.

MR. YOUNG: I rise to a question of
order. I would like to know what is
the question before the Chair. I think
the hon. gentleman las not been speak-
ing to the question at all, and I desiire
your ruling on the point.

Sira JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
rise to speak on the question of order.
The hon. member for Waterloo rises to
a question of order, and, at the same
time, asks what is before the Chair.
That seems to me to be nothing but an
unparliamentary interruption.

Ma. YOUNG said the hon. gen-
tleman was quite out of order in the
remarks ho had made. He thought he
had sufficiently indicated that what the
hon. gentleman was saying had no con-
nection with the subject under discus-
sion, and, therefore, was out of order.
Hie wished the ruling of the Chairman
on that point.

Ma. WHITE said the hon. member
for Waterloo ought to be Speaker of
the Ilouse. He (Mr. White) ought
not, perhaps, to have made use of the
expression " pocket," in the sense he
did; he meant that the hon. member
for Solkirk was an interested party.

Ma. YO UNG: I rise again to ask if
the hon. gentleman is in order in lot
speaking to the Bill ?

Ma. WHITE: What right have you
to ask ?

Ma. YOUNiG: I should like to hea
your opinion, Mr. Chairman.

THE CHAIR[AN (Mr. Devlif):
is extremely difficult to say ho is not
in ordor, because ho refers to the sob.-
ject matter of the Bill, though ho Ma.',
perhaps introduce some matter ratIer
outside of it.
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Ma. WHITE: Thank you; I am
proud there is a fellow-countryman of
mine in the Chair, to do justice.

Ma. YOUNG: Perhaps that accourts
for the decision.

It boing Six o'clock,the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

MJR. WHITE said this Bill was a
very short one and a very important
one. It was one in which the people
of this country, and espeeially the
1 eople of Manitoba, would certainly
take a great deal of interest. We
were encouraging people from Eng.
land, Ireland, Scotland and other
countries to go to Manitoba; we told
these people that it was a fine country,
and that they could certainly raise a
great deal of grain to sell. But the
great trouble was how they could
get the produce out of the country to
narket. We told them th-t we wero

building a line from Wirnipeg to the
frontier; and now the House was asked
to pass a Bill to lease that road for
ten years to a company, which was
going to build a piece of railway to
connect with this road. It was said
in the Bill that the Government was
to place the contract or agreement
upon the table of Parliament, and if
no objection was taken to it for a spe-
cified length of time, it would become
law. If it was true that the hon.
member for Selkirk (Mr. Smith), who
held a very prominent position in the
House, who was a director of the
Bank of Montreal, and he (Mr. White)
believed a prominent officer of the
Hudson Bay Company, was interested
in this matter, with his influence, with
the influence of the Bank of Montreal,
the influence of the Government; and,
perhaps, also, of some of the membors
of the Opposition, what would be the
use of any members of this House
attemupting to prevent that contract
becomUing law ? The hon. the First
Minister had promised that the con-
tract would be guarded in such a wayihat parties living' in Manitoba would
have a fair rate fixed for freight
brought over that road. Why, he wouldask, when we got that road ready for

use at the expense of the country, did
we not hold it in our own hands, and
let all parties compote over it so as to
make cneap freights ? le thought the
First Minister should bear in mind that
he held a very peculiar position in this
country. He knew what the farmers
wanted, and what the mechanies
wanted, because he (Mr. Mackenzie)
was a mechanie himself, and ho knew
what the business men of this country
required ; but this Bill was not in the
interests of the country. When they
went to the country soon, surely after
carrying the last election as they did
by the aid of the Ontario Bank, the
Government did not want the power-
ful influence of the Bank of Montreal
to assist them. It seemed that the
Bank of Montreal was to furnish the
funds and get the ]ease, and have the
control of this matter; and that bank
was a powerful influence in this coun-
try. He hoped the Bill would not pass
without amendments being made which
would render it acceptable to the pec-
ple of this country. In conclusion, ho
would ask the First Minister, though,
perhaps ho might not answer, if there
was not an understanding now with
certain parties, including the Bank of
Montreal, that they were to obtain the
lease of this road ?

MR. MACKENZIE said that he had
already stated, on two or three occas-
ions, that the Governmeat had been
negotiating with this company in re-
ference to the terms of the lease, but
they had not agreed to any terms as
yet; and if an agreement was corne to,
it would be brought before the louse
for approval.

MR. JONES (South Leeds) con-
tended that running powers should be
given to other companies over the
Pembina Branch Railway.

MR. NORRIS said ho thought it was
generally admitted by both parties
that railway communication withMani-
toba should ho brought about at the
earliest possible moment. So far as
they had any knowledge, there was
only one way to obtain that communi-
cation immediately, and that was to
get this American company, if they
were to be so called, to make a connec-
tion with our own road at Pembina.
That was the only means by which the
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people of Manitoba could have access
to the markets of the world at the pre-
sent time; and it was botter to give
privileges to a company to build a road
60 or 70 miles long, than it was to
]eave that great country without com-
munication for some time to come. He
thought the explanations of the hon.
the Premier in relation to the arrange-
ments to be made to prevent discrimin-
ating tariffs on the railway, were
perfectly satisfactory. He was glad to
learn from the Premier that the con-
struction of this road would not retard
the construction of the main lino fron
Lake Superior to Winnipeg, but that
it would be pushed to completion as
rapidly as possible.

MR. TUPPER said he deemed it
unfortunate that the hon. the First
Minister had thought it necessary to
proceed with this Bill before his gen-
oral statement in regard to the Pacifie
Railway was before the Hose. It was
very difficult to proceed with this mat-
ter until the House had the oppor-
tunity of hearing the Premier's state-
ment in relation to the Pacific Railway.
It appeared, however, that the present
moment was the best for dealing with
the question outside of its immediate
relation to the lease which the Govern-
ment might propose to give to any
parties with whom they might now be
negotiating. The difficulty which he
had in connection with the matter
was the unfortunate position in
which the Government would find
itselfplaced in two important particu-
lars. In the first place, what ho (Mr.
Tupper) had anticipated from the
commencement, was likely to occur
-in the construction of the Pembina
Branch of the Pacifie Railway, and
that was, that in a country where the
difficulty was at present to find a pro-
titable traffic for one line, the Govern-
ment were going to have two compet-
ing lines. That was the first and great
difficulty that appeared at the out-
set. Tue Government had undertaken
the construction of a direct lino of
railway froni the shores of Lake Su-
perior to the Red River. It was a
very great and serious undeitaking,
involving the expenditure, even in the
most economical manner in which it
could be made, of a large amount of

Ma. NORnIS.

public money-an undertaking so seri-
ous that, after having put 228 miles of
this railway under construction, the
G-overDment was obiiged to pause here,
leaving to the somewhat remote
future, the construction of the 120
miles, the intermediate link, which
was necessary to make the other part,
which was already far advanced in
construction, of any value whatever.
Now, if it were true, as stated by a
member of the Government in the
other branch of Parliament, that they
could not hope to construct that inter-
vening link for five or six years; if
that were the policy of the Govern-
ment, if they lad arrived at the con-
clusion that the present condition
of things rendered that necessary, it
seemed to be essential in the mean-
time to get some means, such as this,
by which more rapid and more easy
communication could be obtained with
the North-West. lie was concerned
to learn the cfharacter of this measure,
because it was not on-ly a question of
competing lines, but, as it appeared to
him, of competition between Cana-
dian Lnd American interests. The line
to Duluth would be a competing line,
and ho confessed that ho lad been in
hope that the intention of the Gov-
ernment was to connect with the
Northern Pacifie Railway lino b Du-
luth ; because, although that would be
as closely a competing lino as that at
present contemplated, it would be a
line which would give Canadians an
opportunity to compote with the traffic
of the North-West, a lino calculitel
to bring the traffie of that country
through our own country, and to croate
and promote and foster an inter-pro-
vincial trade between the old Pro-
vinces of Canada and the North-West,
which could not be over-rated. He0
regretted that he had not an oppor-
tunity of hearing the explanation of
the hon.the First Minister in submitting
this measure; ho understood, howOver,
that the intention was not to conncc
with the Northern Pacifie Railway at
Duluth, but to make a connection with
St. Paul by another and a different
lino, the effect of which would be that
the traffl of this great country would
be carried over American lines. That,
he thought, formed a very serious
objection to this measure. In the
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meantime, if the Government were ot
prepared to push through our own lino
f-rom the shores of Lake Superior
rapidly, so as to give communication
in that way at a very early day, he
feared they must all concur, however
great might be the difficulties felt in
sustaining the Government policy, to
«ive to the people of the North-West
direct and rapid communication by
rail. The question had been raised
that facilities should be given to other
railway companies for running over
the road. H1e saw verygreat difficulty
in accomplishing that. He could
imagine that the Government would
be glad to do that if it'did not frustrate
the scheme altogether. But the diffi-
culty had been to get a scheme at all.
The attempt to get a road by way of
Pembina failed, and unless some strong
inducements and advantages were
given to the company to make the
connection, the probability was that
the people of the North-West would be
left without that communication. The
question, no doubt, was surrounded
by many difficulties; but the dis-
cussion would come botter before the
IIouse when the lease was brought
down. He was solry to hear it was
necessary to extend the lease for 10
years, because it would be virtually a
monopoly. It would not be an uncon-
trolled mono poly, because the Govern-
ment would have the power to estab-
lish the rates and make other pro-
visions in the lease. But it would be
a monopoly, and ho thought it was
very unfortunate if it were necessary
that, with the work so far advanced
from the shores of Lake Superior to
the Red River, it should be found
requisite to grant a 10 years' lease to
a line which would be a very formid-
able competitor of our own line of rail-
way, the dificulty of working which
WUs sufficiently great without any
competition.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman would remember that the
project of building the Pembina Branch
was that of his own Government,
which provided that it should be built
first of all. The presen t Government
had agreed with their predecessors as
to the necesEity of having that
built. Accordingly, during the year

1874-5, contracts were given out,
and the greater portion of the
road was graded at that time.
It was a matter of indifference to him,
and to the Government, what company
that should be. It was only when Mr.
Stephens came to him as representing
the reorganized St. Paul and Pacific
Railway Company, that he obtained
any proposal whatever. He could not
hesitate, and ho did not hesitate, to en-
ter into negotiations with Mr. Stephens.
These negotiations had not committed
either party, at this moment, to any
distinct scheme, except this condition:
that the teim should not, in any case,
exceed ton years. Various memoranda
had been drawn up by himself, con-
taining proposals which would, in his
opinion, be an absolute necessity in
any lease or any running arrangement
or bargain which might be mate, but
noue of those proposals had been sub-
mitted to the other party up to the
present. Ho proposed to do the best
ho could in the interests of his country,
if the best could Le done with this com-
pany. His impression was that there
could ho no difficulty in making such
arrangements as would be fair. Those
arrangements must of necessity control
the traffic of the road to the nearest
lake port, Duluth, upon such terms as
would secure to Canadian traffie the best
terms obtainable at present trom roads
in that part of the country. Whatever
proposais might be made, they must,
as a matter of necessity, be submitted
to and approved by Parliament before.
they could go into operation. With
regard to another remark of the hon.
gentleman, ho would say a few words.
The hon. gentleman had deplored the
intelligence that it was likely to be
five or more years bofore the main lino
could be buit. He was sure the hon.
gentleman knew that the pamphlet
which had been distributed by thou-
sands by the Conservative party had
denounced the Government in the most
unmeasured terms for spending moncy
at ail upon the railway from Lake Su-
perior to Red River.

Ma. MITCIIELL: Whose pamph-
let ?

MR. MACKENZIE: Senator Mac-
pherson's. They had been denounced
in that pamphlet for sperding any
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money upon the road; they had been
denounced in the House to-day, because
they had not spent enough on it. In one
quarter they were blamed for going
too fast; in another, because they
went too slow. He had pointed out
long ago that, in undertaking these
initial operations, they were morely
undertaking euch contracts as would
enable then to proceed in the quarter
where it was most likely a railroad
epeedily built would ho required, while
the surveys were being prosecuted in
the other and more difficult portions
of the country. H[1e had stated long
ago in this House, in discussing the
matter, that it was the intention of the
Government, as soon as tLe surveys
'were completed, and the lino located,
to invite tenders, under the terms of
the Act of 1874; and, under the ternis
of that Act, the money expended upon
228 miles now under contract, and,
to a great extent, finished, would
be deducted fron the contractors as
part of the $10,000 per mile which the
Act provided to be paid as a cash
enbsidy. They were unwilling to pro-
ceed with the 185 miles required to
connect the two lines under
contract, hoping to embrace then
under one general contract, which
they hoped to be able to lay
before Parliament next Session. It
was for this they had not asked to
place those 185 miles under contract ;
they hoped to be able to build, to a
great extent, with the lands to be
given under the terms of the Goneral
Railway Act. It was their policy, and
ho had yet to learn that it was not
a wise policy, to build those initial
portions, while necessarily waiting for
the complotion of the surveys over the
entire lino. These were now cond-
pleted, and it would be competent for
the Government very soon to invite
tenders to be submitted to Parliament
for sanction at the next Session. It
was exceedingly inconvenient, to some
extent, to be obliged to thus speak
as to the general policy of the
Government in connection with the
building of the entire lino. He only
did so to the extent necessary to ex-
plain the prosent position. This was
their position, and they could not pos-
sibly effect a junction with the Min-
nesota lines unless they had power to

MR. MAeKENZIE.

make an arrangement with those lines.
If Parliament thought it wise to reject
all proposals of this kind, to make no
arrangement with any road, nor to
take any of the steps necessary to
obtain access to that country, or to
find egress for its productions-let
that course bo followed. But the
Governmont believed -it was abso-
lutely essential this should be
donc. The sooner a very large popu.
lation was thrown into the North-
West, the sooner wore they likoly to
have the main lino completed
from end to end. As soon
as they afforded opportunitities to set-
tiers to go in, and for their products to
go out, even through a foreign country,
the sooner would they be in a position
to have their own line completed and
in operation. The property was thoir
own; no arrangement with the corn-
panies could possibly affect thoir right
to the absolute control of their own
property. If arrangements should be
made for ten years, it would be possible
to terminate that arrangement at any
time it suited the Goernment to do so.
Of course, if damage was thereby done
to the parties with whom the agree-
ment was made, they would ho com-
pelled, to that extent, to reimburse
those parties. It had always been his
firm conviction that, instead of this
policy of delaying the construction of
the line from Selkirk eastwards,itwould
greatly facilitate it. They would have
access to the country during the sum-
mer months much earlier than if they
endeavoured to seal up the country and
afford no facilities for its people te go
in or the products to get out. The road
from Minnesota could never compete
with their own when built, which
would be superior to any road in Min-
nesota at the present time. It would
pass through an apparently poor coun-
try, but one which afforded reasonable
facilities for good grades and for
carrying products very cheaply Over
it. The road would be far superior 111
that respect even to the New York
Central, and many others which bad
an enormous traffic. He would be
recreant to his duty as a Minister of
Public Works, and as a momber of the
Government, if he failed to recog.aO
the position, and to take the authOrity
from Parliament which he now songh4
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to make such arrangements as might
be necessary for the improvement of
that country by railroad facilities.

MR. TUPPER said he had been
four years endeavouring to make the
hon. the First Minister comprehond
one of the simplest, plainest, and most
obvious propositions that it was pos-
sible to put before an intelligent mind,
and he found,after his fouryears' labour,
that he had totally failed in making the
hon. gentleman comprohend the pro-
po)Sition . What was the proposition?
The hon. gentleman had said that, in
the course be was pursuing, he simply
a(lopted the policy of his predecessors.
H1e (Mr. Tupper) contended they neveir
had such a policy. The late Govern-
ment had neveu assumed the construc-
tion of the Pembina Branch at ail.
Wlat was the condition of things thon ?
It was as different from the condition of
things under the regine of the hon. the
Premier as it was possible for any per-
son to conceive. At the time that the
late (overnment enterîed into a eontract
and made an arrangement with a
private company for the construction
of the railway to Pembina, what were
the facts? At that time, a power-
ful company, apparently with abun-
dant means, was pushing rapidly
a lino of railway to the borders
of Manitoba, at Pembina. That was
the position. The then Government
proposed to make an arrangement with
the Company to build a line of railway
nearly three thousand miles long from
Nipissng to the shores of the Pacifie,
tO Vancouver Island. That was the
Proposition. That was the contract
they were ma king which these parties,
for certain aid to be obtained from the

overnment in lands and money, were
bound to carry out. He would ask
whether, in connection with that
gigantic work, giving to that company
the right to construct this branch as a
part of their work, instead of having it
uonstructed by parties who were not
olnected with themselves, was a

pohiey like the one proposed by the
hon. the Minister of Public Works ?
Tie objection to his policy was that
he, representing the Government of

anada, was constructing two compet-
eUg lnos Of railway. The proposai of

IC late Government was to protectthe great cOmpany, which was bound
107

to construct three thousand miles of
railway, from having this a competing
lino te themselves. That was the
proposal; just as different a pro-
posal as it was possible to conceive.
They felt that, at the time, when there
was a road boing constructed rapidly,
to run to within seventy miles of the
town of Winnipeg, to the borders of
the Province, it would be a great
injustice te the parties who were to
build the road irom Nipissing to the
shores ofthe Pacifie, te allow a compet-
ing company te run between the
border and the town of Winnipeg;
consequently, they were entitled,
under the Act, to claim that connee-
tion as their own. In ceonstructing, as
they were bound to construct, in a
very short period of time, the through
line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, it
would be a great advantage to thcm
te put in operation, as rapidly as pos-
sible, this connecting branch from
Pembina to Winnipeg. He was not
discriminating or questioning the righlt
of hon. gentlemen, under the circum-
stances, to take this action. But, he
said the circumstances were almost
diametrically opposite. -He must an-
swer the hon. gentleman's attack upon
the policy propounded by Senator Mac-
pherson. He (Mr. Tupper) maintained
that policy was a sound one; that
there was no inconsistency whatev er
in his saying to the Government,
that they had committed them-
selves to an enormous expendi-
ture of public moncy in put-
ting under contract, and nearly
completing 208 miles between the
shores of Lake Superior and Red
River; and having donc that, the true
policy would have been, not only to
push it rapidly forward, but to have
the intervening link constructed. The
building of the 228 miles would be
utterly useless, without the construc-
tion of the 180 miles; not only use-
less, but, according to Senator Mac-
pherson, before the intervening road
would be built, before a ton of freight
or a hundred passengers would use the
228 miles already built, the portions
they were building would have rotted
away. They were building a wooden
road; on the trestles they were using
an enormous quantity of perishable
material.
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Ma. MACKENZIE : Very little.

Ma. TUPPER Let the hon. gen-
tleman look at the specification in
which he would find in 35 miles half a
million dollars expended for wood ;
bridges over ravines, 300 feet wide
and 40 feet deep, built on tres-
tles. Every person who knew any-
thing of the construction of a
railway, and especially with mate-
rials of such as this trestle work was
being constructed, knew that by the
time this lease was completed, they
would have to rebuild this trestle
work. It would be rotted; no locomo-
tive could pass over it. The Northern
Pacifie Railway had their road to Red
River and a branch to 55 miles of the
border. It would have been better to
build that fifty-five miles upon the ter-
ritory with Canadian money, and make
that connection, so that by the exist-
ing road from Duluth, immediate tra-
vel and traffic would have been created
from and to the North-West, and not
construct a road in the wild, impas-
sable and unfertile country between
the shores of Lake Superior and the
Red River, on the line in which tlbey
werc now carrying the railway. That
policy would have been sound. But it
was altogether a different one from
building 228 miles, and then leaving
an intervening portion, which pre-
vented them from using a single mile
of the road they had constructed. The
policy which Senator Macpherson had
propounded, was one which would
commend itself to a great many of the
people of this country : that, in the
position in which the Government
found themselves, the difficulty of
obtaining money, it would have been
Wise to husband their resources, and
having built the road from Duluth to
Pembina, then to push the road across
the prairie, where every mile con-
structed would be opening the country,
and doing that which must be done as
the very basis of the Canadian Pacifie
Railway, namely, filling up the coun-
try with settlers and emigrants. He
hoped this last effort of his would con-
vince the hon. Minister of Public
Works that there was no inconsistency
in the policy then proposed and the
one they were now urging, and in
which, he maintained, that the Govern-

M. TUPPER.

ment, having built 228 miles, ought to
build the intervening 180 miles.
There was no inconsistency in that
policy, and in holding, at the sanie
time, that it would have been sound
policy not to have touched a mile of
that road.

MR. SCHULTZ asked whether the
Premier, in his explanation that the
shipping interest would be protected
by a tariff of freight being fixed in the
lease, meant this to apply only to the
Pembina Branch?

Ma. MACKENZIE said that it was
intended to make the tariff extend to
Lake Superior.

Ma. SCHIULTZ said that this measure
of securities was impossible, in view of
the fact that the Saint Paul and Paci-
fie Railroad, in whose interest thelease
was sought, did not run within 180
miles of Lake Superior, and that the
only road which did run there was the
Northern Pacifie, an antagonistic and
rival line, and over whose charges the
Saint Paul and Pacifie might fairly be
presumed to have no control. If the
telegram which he had read to the
House, when first speaking on this
matter, meant anything at all, it meant
that this lease arrangement would put
the Saint Paul and Pacifie Railroad in
a position to send all the freight of the
North-West by the all-rail route, and
cut off completely the chances of lake
carriage ; and he repeated again that
the only way in whieh the interests of
the North-West could be served in this
matter, was to hav e insured the Pem-
bina Branch and then left it free for a
connection with any and every railroad
which chose to connect and compete for
the traffic of the great North-West.
In reference to the discussion
as to the late Government being
anxious to complete early this
Pembina Branch, he must say
that much might have been done
by the present Government had they
completed it before. For nearly twO
years the grading had been completed
upon it, and for over a year the rails
lay rusting on the banks ; and when a
deputation, consisting of nearly all of
the members of the Commons and
Senate from the Province of Manitoba,
waited on the Premier, a year ago, to
urge the completion of the Branch,
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and showed him that, this done, the
Manitoba importers and shippers could
transport in waggons over the 55 miles
miles of break at a less cost than by
the Kittson line. Yet this request
was refused, and the next that was
heard was that the extension of the
Pembina Branch in Selkirk was de-
cided upon, and that portion ofthe line
completed, which could benefit no one
but the contractor of Section 15.
in reference to the break of
180 miles in the main line to Lake
Superior, if the Pembina Branch was
now to be leased to a monopoly, it
would have been better to bave spent
the money which had been,and was now
being spent on the 90 miles of the Pem-
bina Branch, on the break in the main
line, when, the distance being only
twice as great, presumably twice
the expenditure of money would have
conpleted the break in the main line
of the Canada Pacifie to Thunder Bay,
and solved the problem of the cheap
transportation to the seaboard of the
products of the North-West.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it appeared from the statement of the
bon. the First Minister that the terms
of the lease had not yet been settled.
It was well known that Parliament
would be prorogued within three or
foui weeks. There was no necessity
for the Bill just now. 'The arrange-
ment had not yet been determined, and
could not be before the House rose.
It was, moreover, impossible that the
Premier, in view of his other duties,
could satisfactorily settle the terms of
the lease during the remainder of the
Session. The whole matter should be
allowed to lay over for another
Session. lie hoped the lease would
be brought down, so that hon. mem-
bers might understand its terms, and
an Act could subsequently be passed
Confirming it.

MR. BOWELL said that, with re-
gard to any arrangement for through
freights from Winnipeg to Duluth and
St. Paul, it was not possible to make it,
because the railroads were rivals from
the junction at Glyndon, the one road
ruhnng to Duluth and the other to
St. Paul. If the Government would
take the precaution to fix a maximum
rate of freight from Winnipeg to Pem-
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bina, and from Pembina to Glyndon,
he could then understand how an ad-
vantage would be offered to parties
having freight to transport, bocause,
having arrived at that point, the
freight could be sent either by the
Northern Pacific to Duluth and by
water eastward, or by the St. Paul and
Pacifie road to St Paul. If that
point were provided for in the lease, it
would be a protection to those having
freight to send eastward; but, if it
were not, then monopoly would be
given to the parties who had pur-
chased the St. Paul and Pacific road,
with whom it was proposed the
Canadian Government should enter
into a lease, after the company had
built what was termed the missing
link. He presumed that iwas what the
Governrrent intended to do. The lease
should be submitted to the House as
soon as possible, in order that hon.
members might fully understancd the
terms upon which the Government in-
tended to enter into a lease with that
company.

MR. McCALLUM said there was
much force in the remarks of the right
hon. member for Kingston on that im-
portant question, for the proposal of
the Government, if adopted, might lay
an embargo on the trade of the North-
West for ten years. le desired to ask
the hon. the Premier when he intended
to submit the lease to the House, be-
cause hon. members should be allowed
time to consider it and see what were
its terms. The lease should not grant
a monopoly of the road lor a larger
period than would be occupied in com-
pletinog the Pacifie Railway from

hunder Bay to Winnipeg, because, if
they gave the company a lease for ten
years, they would have control of the
road from Pembina to Winnipeg, and,
therefore, it would be taking away
travel from our own Pacifie Railway.
He looked with suspicion on the pro-
posal. He observed the hon. member
for Selkirk took great interest in the
matter, and had made an explanation
which was not very creditable to him.
[le had also heard the hon. member
for Queen's (Mr. FelTis), on a former
occasion, telling the hon. the Premier,
with the pistol at his head, like
Crockett's coon, "If you don't come
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down, Lil shoot. Give us old rails
enough to build the New Brunswick
Centrali Railway, or off goes your poli-
tical head." Such proceedings were
not desirable in. the- interests of the
Country.

Bill ordered to be reported.
Flouse resumed.
Bill reported.

AUDITING OF THN PUBLIC ACCOJNTS
BILL.-[InL Ne. 53]

CONSIDEIRD IN COMMITTEE.

louse resolved itself into Commit-
tee on Bill No. 53, For the better
auditing of the Public Accounts.

(In the Committee.)
Ma. CARTWRIGHT: I may gener-

ally, state that.the first ten sections are
transcripts from the old Act, with the
exception of the. alterations which I
pointed out in the first place.

On the 4th clause,
S1a JOHN A. MACDONALD said

it was a matter of doubt whether they
had power to pass this. clause, which
provided that:

" No officer or person-regularly employed
in the collection or management of the Rev-
enue, or in accounting for the same shall,
while he remains such-officererso employed,
be compelled to serve in any public office or
in anv municipal or local office, or- on any
jury or inquest, or in the militia."
This, ho thought, would interfere with
the powers of the Local Legislatures.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: This is a
transcript from the Act of December,
1867. If the bon. gentleman will state
bis grounds, I wiIl call the attention of
the hon. the Minister of Justice and
other legal authorities to it.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD: I takc
it that this clause was copied from the
previous Act, and, perhaps, the Im-
perial Act; but the hon. gentleman
will see that this will interfere with
the jurisdiction of the Local Legisla-
tures, which may pass an Act to com-
pel these officers to serve with respect
to local offices.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: That, of
course, raises the question of conflict-
ing juris-diction. I have taken a note
of it. and I will call the attention ofthe
Minister of Justice to it.

Ma. McCLuUX.

On the-.1iclama,.
MR. CARTWRIGHT said, it was

coinpletely new. 11he proposed to insert
in it the resolution fixing the- salary at
$3,200.

Ma. MITCHELL: Is there auy nig.
ger in the fence in this Bill hatwe do
not see? I have heard it said there is,
but, of course, I do not, bolieva it.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: There is none,
whatever.

MR. MITCHELL: There is some-
thing under this Bill that no follow can
understand.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: We hope to
inake-it clear as we proceed. I propose to
change the phraseology, andI to make
the salary one: of $3,200, in lieu of
"fnot to exceed$.200."

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Quite
right. He is a judicial officer, and
should be independent of the Goverin-
ment.

On the 12th-Section,
Ma. CAPTWRIGHT said that here

lie had adopted the English form.
Ma. MITCHELL: This Bill gives

us another Governor.
Ma. CARTWRIGHT: It gives the

Minister of Finance and not the louse
a Governor, I am inclined to think;
he will be an officer, and especially the
servant of the louse.

MR. TUPPER: What are the powers
and responsibilities of this officer?

Ma- CARTWRIGHT: His duties
are particularly defined in clauses 29
and 3kinclusive, and also in clauses 35'
and-42.or 48 inclusive. Generally, I
may-say that his special fanction will
be to examine the accounts and vouch-
ers, and in case there are any defi-
ciencies in the appropriation accounts
of any sums which lie thinks are not
properly vouched for, or any expendi
tures which are not authorized in his
opinion, he must report to Parliament,
independent of the Finance Minister of
the day, in case cause is shown.

Ma. TUPPER: Then, if an account
is transmitted to the auditor for pay-
ment, in the first place his imprimatur
is necessary to the payment of any
public money.
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Mi. CARTWRIGHT: Except in
.pecial cases.hereinafter provided for.
In ,certain cases he may be overridden
by 4he Minister ot Finance, :but in all
these cases it 1, theduty of the auditor
t<call the special at'tention of Parlia-
ment to it -by 'a special report, for
whieh provision is made,-enabling him
to make it independent of the Govern-
ment.

MsR. TUPPER : The difficulty that
appears to present itself to my mind is
this: you are professing to give the
puolic the seurity of an independent
Prliamentary officer. But who is to
see before the payment of publie money
to the auditing of the account, and to
ascertain that under the law it is en-
titled to be paid, and that the vouchers
are correct. If you leave the GCovern-
ment power to override his decision
and pay the money, what then is
gained by this Bill ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: This is al-
lowed only in certain cases which
must be specially reported to Parlia-
ment.

On section 15,
Ma. CARTWRIGHT said that it was

in part copied from the Imperial Act,
section 9, with the difference that two
lines had been omitted. These were
in the Imperial Act after the words
"the Auditor-General shall have full
power to make, from time to time,
orders and rules for the conduct of the
internal business of his office "-" and
promote or suspend or remove any of
the officers, clerks or others employed
there." These latter words had been
omitted, though it might bo a fair
matter fbr discussion whether the Im-
perial Act should not, in this respect,
be followed.

MR. BLAKE said he was strongly of
opinion that this provision ought to be
inserted. What they wanted was a
perfectly independent Auditor, and to
be so he should have this power, else
they would cripple his efficiency. The
Government had the power of appoint-
ment of the officers given by a prior
clause, which he did not propose to
disturb, but it did seem to him that
the power of promoting or of recom-
mending promotion, of course accord-
ing te the rules of the Civil Service, or

of suspending, ought to rest with this
new Parliamentary offieer, in order to
enable him to be efficient. The rea-
sons given for this variation in the
case of the English Auditor, also ap-
pliod to the case of this officer.

Ma. TUPPER: The Governor in
Council is given the power to appoint
the officers.

Ma. BLAKE: I am speaking of
clause 15, which should give the power
to promote, suspend or remove. I
think that my hon. friend has not im-
proved the clause by omitting these
words.

MR. MITCHELL said le did not
agree with the hon. member for South
Bruce. He thought that they were
giving this officer enough,andenormous
power, for he would stand next to the
Governor of the country in regard to
the powers he would possess under this
Bill. He would not allow these offi-
cers to be removed by the Auditor, on
whom there might be a check in his
own office. The Parliament was a
check on the Government of the
day, and there was no reason why
Parliament should not have a check on
this officor, by making officers ap-
pointed by the Government part of
his staff. They might, however, give
the Auditor power to make represen-
tations to the Government for the re-
moval of officers, for reasons satisfac-
tory to the Governor in Council.

MR. BLAKE said he did not propose
to give the Auditor power of
appointment, which was conferred, by
the 13th clause, on the Governor in
Council. This did not exist, so far as
he could remember, in any Act-but
the power of promoting òr suspending
or removing ; and if he removed offi-
cers, the Governor in Council would
appoint the successors. Of course the
Auditor, no more than the Governor
in Council, would remove except for
cause. The present clause gave Par-
liament no additional contrel over the
Auditor. le wished to secure a par-
liamentary officer, who shouild have
hands with which to do his work, free,
to some extent, from tIe control of the
Government of the day.

MR. MITCHELL said ho again dif-
fered with his hon. friend. e held
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that, under this clause, Parliament did
get additional power. The Govern-
ment of the day was responsible to
Parliament, and reliable to removal, by
a vote of the House, at any moment;
by this Bill, they could not remove the
Auditor without cause, and, ther fere,
this officer should not have the power
ofromoving or promoting these officers.
The Auditor, on the one hand, should
be independent; but, on the other
hand, the Government should have the
power to control the Auditor through
Parliament.

MR. TUPPER said that they ought
not to lose sight of the fact that they
were dealing with a somewhat new
question. They were appointing a
Parliamentary officer in contradistinc-
tion to.an executive officer. The whole
scope of this legislation was to give
Parliament control in contradistinction
to the Government. He agreed with
the hon. member for South Bruce that
the principle of the English Act should
Le adopted, as far as possible, so that
the officer appointed as auditor might
be independent of the GTovernment of
the day, so that he might act without
being controlled, as he would be, if
the Governinent of the day had the
power to rernove or suspend hini.

MR. MITCHELL differed from bis
hon. friend the member for Cumber-
land, for while he desired the Auditor
to be perfectly independent of the Gov-
ernment, and that he should be re-
movable only by Address from both
Hlouses of Parliamont, he could not
agree to the appointment of any offi-
cial over whom no control could be
exercised.

, MR. PLUMB said that, in order to
discharge bis functions properly, the
Auditor should be perfectly indepen-
dent of Parliament. Under the Imperial
Act, an auditor had control over bis
own subordinates, and he (Mr. Plumb)
agreed with the proposal of the hon.
member for South Bruce.

Ma. MITCHELL said ho did not
contend that the Auditor should not
have control over bis own offices; what
ho did contend was that ho should not
have greater powers than other officers
of the same standing. Whon, there-
fore, an official in the Auditor's Depart-

MR. MITCHELL.

ment misconducted himself, he should
be removable only by the Government
of the day, to whom the facts of the
case would be reported. Some hon.
gentlemen were continually stating
that the English Act said this or that;
but, for his part, he would not follow
the principle of English legislation
unless it was applicable to the people
of this country.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that after
the suggestions which had been made,
he proposed, in the meantime, to add
to the 15th Section, " and to promote,
suspend or remove any officers, clerks
and others employed therein."

Ma. MITCHELL: These are the
words I object to.

Section agreed to.

On section 29,
MR. LANGEVIN said this clause,

the 29th, gave to the officer power to
lraw the money from the bank and
use it for his own plurpose, for specu-
lation or otherwise. Tbere should be
no temptation of this kind thrown in
the way of any officer.

Ma. BLAKE said the duties of the
Auditor-General were two-fold. First,
he kept a check on the money gong
out of the Treasury to the officers dis-
tributing the public moneys. He had
nothing to do with the manner in
which these officers dealt with the
funds handed to them ; after the funds
were expended, they brought forward
their vouchers, and ho dealt with the
sufficiency of those vouchers.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
this was introducing a new prac-
tice, assimilatng it to the English
one. In bis time, when a large
appropriation was voted, the Minister,
in whose Department the expenditure
would be made, did not draw the
money, but obtained an Order in
Council for these purposes. In this
clause, on the signature of anyone
in the Treasury Board, the whole
amount could be appropriated.

MR. CARTWRIGHT : That was
only done on the sign manual of the
Governor-General.

SuR JOHN A. MACDONALD : It
does not provide under whose authoritY
the sign manual is obtained.

{ COMMONS.] Pu>lic Accounts Bill.
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MR. BLAKE said the 29th section
simply provided it should bc lawful for
the Governor-General to authorize the
Minister of Finance to make the issue
out of« public money, The 30th sec-
tion then came into operation, provid-
ing that the Auditor-General sbould,
frnoi timue to time, make application
to the Finance Minister for nioney to
le iSsued to the distributing officers.

MR. TUPPER said the 29th section
ithorized the Minister of Finance to
issue out of the moneys appropriated
to defray expenses of publie services
such sums as might bc required, from
time to time, to defray such expenses.
Why take out the money before the
service was done ? The money should
be paid only as the work was donc on
pr'oducing vouchers to the Auditor-
General.

Mi. CARTWRIGHT said the system
of'granting credits had always existed;
whcther legally or illegally, he was
not prepared to say. This had refer-
enee to partieular cireunistances. For
instance, in negotiating an Indian
treaty, it was necessary to place a con-
siderable sum in the hands of the
agents. Also, in the Post-Office De-
partnent and one or two other
branches, it was necessary to place
considerable sums at their disposal;
vouchers, in every instance, being
rigor-ously exacted to show that the
expenditure had been correct. It was
better to give this power to the Gov-
ernment to exercise at their discretion,
than to oblige them, in certain
cases of necessity, to grant the credits,
whether legally or not.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he was afraid
the clause would establish a general
sYstem of credits. He knew elsewhere
of a case where an officer had drawn a
credit of $5,000, deposited it in a bank
t his private account and speculated

With it, hoping, at the end of three
months, to make the account right.
Great risk was incurred by such a
ssten that the officer might not

ultimately be able to repay the amount,
and it vas a defective system that
allowed public moneys to be used in
that manner.

MR. BLAKE said there was con-
siderable force in the remarks of the

hon. member for Charlevoix. A general
system of credits should not be estab-
lished, because for a large portion of
the expenditu re, such was 'nnecessary.
Credits should be given only iii special
cases.

MR. PLUMB said that only when
the necessities of the case required it,
should publie money be placed in the
hands of officials for distribution,
as was provided by the Bill.

MR. MITCHELL said ho could not
understand why such credits should be
required by the Postmaster-General,
but the need in case of Indian agents
and Pacifie Railway survey officials
was manifest.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said the hon.
the Postmaster-General had an im-
mense number of snall payments to
malke th!omghout the Dominion. In
thoso casos, the Auditor-General and
Minister of Finance were bound to sec
that the Parliamentary graits were
not overdrawn. le had no intention
of making the credit systeni the rule
instead of the exception.

On the 34th clause,
MR. CARTWRIGHT said that it

vas a new clause, which was intended,
as far as possible, to meet the case of
extras. It certainly required to be
carefully considered, and it was sug-
gested as being as good a check as
they were likely to devise. The clause
was as follows :-

c No payment shall be authorized by the
Auditor-General in respect of work perform-
ed, or materials supplied by any person in
connexion with any part of the Publie
Service of Canada, unless in addition
to any other voucher or certificate which
may be required in that behalf, the officer,
under whose special charge such part
of the Public Service is, certifies that sech
work has been performed, or such materiale
supplied, as the case nay be, and that the
price charged is fair ai.d just."

MR. TUPPER said that the great
difficulty was this : a contract might
be given to the lowest tenderer, but
for a certain class of material the
charge might, in the estimate of the
officer in question, be twice as much as
was fair. Nevertheless, he wasobliged
to vouch that the price was fair and
just, when, in bis opinion, it was most
exorbitant.

Auditing Of the
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Mi. LANGEVIN said that perhaps;
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
would explain how this clause would
act.

Mn. MACKENZIE said that there
had been two or three examples: For
instance, a dispute bad arisen as to par-
ticular work donc on the Ottawa River,
when the claims of the contractors fer
a dam was considered a kind of work
-which one of the engineers maintained
was provided for in the specifications,
came up. The contractors held that
this was not the case. The estimate,
however, was sent in by the local en-
gineer, covering the work donc, and
finally it was determined, after refer-
ence to other engineers, including the
Chief Engineer, that it really bad not
been provided for in the specifications.
In this case, suppose the engineer of
the locality had returned tbis claim as
4n extra, the Auditor-General would
have prevented the issue of the certifi-
çate, unless the officer in whose
Department this particular work
was included, certified that it
really was work of the kind
described by the local officer. In
another class of work, masonry on
one of the canals was classud as
simple masonry, at so much a yard-it
might be $8 or $9; and, as a rule, a
very large proportion, and some-
times the whole of the block stone
used was delivered upon the works
long before any part of it was built.
Tho contractors had to get estimates
upon it, and it would be very easy foi
the local engineer, if he was cither ig-
norant or ill-disposed, to give a certiti-
cate in excess of the real value of the
block stone laid down.

Ma. TUPPER: The wording would
be improved If the words: "and that
the price charged is in conformity, or
that it is fair and just."

MR. MACKENZIE : I have an in-
vincible repugnance to using the word
" extras." I have no objection,
therefore, to insert: "and that the
price charged is according to contract,
and, if Dot covered by contract, is fiir
and just."

Section, as amended, agreed to.
On section 38,

Mi. Tumza.

MjR. LANGEVIN suggested that
accounts of the appropriation of the
of the several supply grants should
be passed within fifteen days after the
lst ofJuly.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: Make it thirty
days.

MR. LANGEVIN: I
tion, but why do you
" appropriations."

bave no objee-
use the term

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: As the hon.
gentleman knows, there is nothing in
the English House of Commons pre.
cisely similar to our public accounts.
Our system is, I think, much better
better ; they do not talze up their pub-
lic accounts, en gros, as we do, but
investigate the Auditor-General's ab-
stracts.

MR. LANGEVIN: Then this will
not keep the details from being laid
before us ?

MR. CAETWRIGHT : Certainly
not.

Section agreed to.

MR. MITCHELL asked if this Bill
would legislate Mr. Langton out of
existence.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: As Auditor,
certainly. It divides the offices of
Deputy Minister of Finance and
Auditor.

Ma. MITCHELL: Then he reniains
in office ?

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: As Deputy
Minister of Finance.

MR. MITCHELL : Thon are we
creating an additional office ?

Ma. CARTWRIGHT : You substi-
tute one for the other.

Mi. MITCHELL: Mr. Langton is

to be continued in office as DeputY
Minister of Finance?

MR. CARTWRIGHT : Yes. NOW
there are the Deputy Minister of
Finance and Audtor-General, and the
Receiver-Gencral. When this Bill
passes there will be only two officeis--
the Deputy Minister of Finance and
the Auditor-General.

(COMMONS.] Public Accoutis Bill.
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MR. MITCHELL: Then J under-
stand Mr. Harrington is to be legis-
lated out of existence ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: That is more
like it.

Bill ordered to bo reported.

fouse resumed.

Bill reported..

STAMPS ON BILLS AND NOTES BILL.

[BLL, No. 43.]

(Mr. Laurier.)

CONSIDEltED IN COMMITTEE.

Order for House to go into Com.
mittee on the said Bill, read.

MR. JONES (South Ledis) said
his constituents had comm.enieated
with hima in reference to this BiJ.
They bad become acu'stomed to the
working of the present Act, and saw
no reason why there should now be a
change. le (Mr. Jones) saw no reason
for adopting a do'uble system. H[e
had been opposed ab initio to the pass-
nge of the present law, and he thought,
if the Government wou'ld withdraw it,
it would be to their advantage, especi-
ally in the rural districts. If their
object was to make more revenue,
they should bave changed the whole
system, and adopted stanped paper
altogether ; but the double system
would be more expensive than the old
One, and the Government would not
Inake any more revenue from it. It
would be very difficuit ii rural con-
Stituencies to adopt the system of
stam)ed paper, as a great deal of it
would be destroyed and could not be
made good.

MR. WOOD said the permissive
clause having been introduced, there
could be no objection to the Bill. The
ise of stamped paper would be a great
convenienCe to bankers, merchants
and others doing a large business.

MR. OLIVER said it was the opinion
Of müerchants in his section that the
plan to be adopted would be a good
oue. Hie would recommend that there
should be stamped papor aiso for sume
etss than three conts as well as over.
This tax fell heavily on the mercantile
conmunity, and was, in that sense, a

benefit to the people of the rural dis-
tricts, who, if it were abolished, would
have to pay a large proportion of the
revenue derived from it,$4209,000. He
hoped the Government would see its
way clear to consolidate this Act and
pass it through the louse.

MR. THOMSON said if the Govern-
ment made it permissive to use
stamped paper, ho saw no objection to,
the Bill, though ho saw no necessity
for it. Ris own opinion was they
should abolish the Stamp Act alto-
gether.

Mi. LANGEVIN: Does the hon.
gentleman intend to consolidate these
Acts this Session ?

MA. LAURIER : Not this Session.
MR. LANGEVIN said the Bill

would clash with former Acts and
croate confusion.

Ms. LAURIER said it was too late-
in the Session to consolidate all the
Acts upon this matter. The Bill, with
the amendment introduced making it
optional to use stamped paper, would
not conflict with any previous Act.

M. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
the objection of the bon. member for
Charlevoix was well taken, that this
Bill would tend to croate confusion. If
the only object was to introduce
stampcd paper, ho thought it should be
hold over till next Session.

Ma. MITCOELL said the Stamp
Act should boabolished altogether. It
was a vexatious one, which led to a
great deal of confusion and litigation,
which the present Bill only tended to
increase. The people generally were
in favour of repealing the Stamp Act.
If such a measure were required for
revenue purposes, the various Acts
which had been passed dealing with the
subject should be consolidated.

Motion agreed to.
House resolved itself into Committee

on said Bill.

(In the Committeo.)

Ma. BERTRAM said it would be
very desirable to have the amend-
ments printed, so that hon. member
might understand them. In bis opin-
ion, it was desirable to throw out|Aer
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Bill altogether. He knew of nothing
in the 13ill, except the permission
to use stamped paper instead of adhe-
sive stamps, that vas not embodied in
the Act of 1877. Indeed, the Minister
now seened to possess the power to
arrange for the use of stamped paper.
It was unnecessary for the flouse to be
engaged in tinkering with an Act; ut
any rate, the amendments proposed
should be printed, so that they might
know their character.

MR. CAMERON said that, although
he had followed all the explanations
offered by the hon. the Minister of In
land Revenue, he failed to understand
from them what the Bill really was,
and ho could not profess to give an in-
telligent judgment on the Bill as itwas
proposed to be passed. Either the
amendments should be printed, or the
Bill should be entirely withdrawn.

MR. LAURIER said the Bill, as it
was originally framed, contemplated
the compulsory use of stamped paper ;
but, as now amended, the use of
stamped paper was made optional. H1e
proposed to repeal several sections in
section 1, and leave the law as it was.
Certain penalties now existed under
the law with regard to the issue of
promissory notes and bills of exchange,
if they were not stamped, and certain
effects followed the omission to stamp.
If a note was not properly stamped,
it could only be made valid by recourse
to the Courts, and by paying double
duty. It was proposed to leave this
law as it was at present ; and, in order
to do so, he proposed to strike out
from the first section all the words
from line 10th to lino 18th.

MR. CAMERON said he quite under-
stood what it was proposed to attain by
this alteration; but it was impossible
for thein, where so many verbal alter-
ations were made as was proposed,
whole clauses being either struck out
or changed, to understand, on hearing
them hurriedly read, the effect of these
various alterations. There had been
no single piece of legislation more vex-
atious than the Stamp Laws. The cases
that had arisen in consequence of it
were, at any rate in Ontario, almost
innumerable; and it had not only led
to litigation, but also, in many cases,
it had done very gross wrong, in which

Ma. BERTaAM.

dishonest debtors had escaped froin
lia bilities amounting to thousands and
tons of thousands of dollars, all of
which arose, if he might use the ex.
pression without disrespect to Parlia.
ment, from boneing legislation. One
clause appeared inconsistent with
another; and, also, all these various
defects that crept into a Bill when it
was hurriedly passed through Commit-
tee, and vital alterations were made,
as were proposed on the present occa-
sion. For these reasons ho felt it to be
his duty to protest against any other
alteration being passed through iii
Committee until the Bill was reprinted
and they had an opportunity of
judging of the proposed amendments.
He felt quite unable to do so ut present;
and, as a member of the House, ho
could not take the responsibility of
saying wbether tho intention which
the hon the Minister of Inland Revenue
had in altering this Bill, and making
it compulsory instead of permissive,
would be properly attained in the way
proposed.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
would suggest that the hon. the Minis-
ter of Inland Revenue be allowed te
carry the Bill through as it is, but not
ask for concurrence of the report, and
t-, have the Bill printed in the mean-
time.

MR. LAURIER: ,That is what Iwas
going to suggest.

Ma. PATERSON said he thought
that the Bill should be so amended as
to make it the duty of the holder in-
stead of the maker of the note to affis
the stamps. No great loss to the
revenue would arise from this change,
and no loss would be suffered by the
individual who held the note. IL
should aiso be made illegal for anyne
to pay a note unless it was stamped.
This would secure the revenue, and do
away with all chances of fraudulent
debtors being able to defraud their
creditors.

MR. LAURIER said that, as the law
stood, any party had the power tO
stamp the note. The only penalty for
neglecting to stamp in the first m'.
stance, was the payment of a double
duty.

and Notes B(COMMONS.)
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3NR. PALMER said that to make it
valid, under these circumstances, such
note must be stamped the moment that
the fact came to the party's knowledge,
and. therefore, this could not always
be done. When the Bill was intro-
duced, he thought that the whole
Stamp Law should be consolidated
and made plain. Nothing had created
so much litigation in his Province as
this Stamp Act. It was also extremely
doubtful whether it was forgery under
the law to simulate a note which was
unstamnped, as the Act declared dis-
tinctly that any note or instrument
purporting to be a note, which was
not stamped, was utterly null and void.
This point was taken with great force.
He had always considered this a most
vexatious tax and wiong in principle,
althougli the right hon. member for
Kingston thought otherwise. The
sooner they got rid of it the better
iRevenue should be raised in anyway
but tbis. There were three or four of
these Acts on the Statute-book, and if
this very small one, or rather what was
left of it, were passed, it would make
confusion simply worse confounded if
the idea of his hon. friend from Vic-
toria was carried out. As long as the
Stamp Act remained on the Statute-
book, it would be felt to be a source of
great annoyance, and he knew per-
fectly well that among commercial
men, a very strong opinion-and he
thought with good reason-existed
against it.

MR. COOiK: Can the maker or
holder of' the note go into Court and
have an unstamped note stamped ?

Ma. LAURIER: Anybody can do
s0.

MR. GIBBS (South Ontario) said he
thought that the Stamp Act should be
Cnsolidated. Ie did not know that
the revenue could at present bear the
abolition of the law. He considered
that the way in which the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue was treat-
ing the Bill, was not calculated to give
greater confidence in the legislation
that was going to take place in this
relOtion, than in that which had taken
Place in the past. This law affected,
at sorn time or other, almost every
perýon in trade; and very few persons
had the Statutes at hand in order to

see what the law was. The hon. Min-
ister of Inland Revenue had not only,
that evening, very nearly strangled
the Bil, but also lie was afraid that,
before he was done with it, he would
stamp it out altogether; and, if such
were done, it would meet the views of
the majority of the House.

Ma. MITCIIELL said that he en-
tirely disapproved of the suggestion
made by the right hon. member for
Kingston. After the expressions of
opinion delivered from both sides of
the House, if the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Laurier) did not withdraw the Bill
altogether, he should, at least, report
progress with the view of recasting it
in accordance with the views so ex-
pressed, and which the hon. gentleman
seemed to assent to. They would then
be able to deal with it, but at present
they were unable to form any idea as
to the legislation proposed. If the
course he proposed were adopted, it
would be far more agreeable to the
Committee and the country at large.

Ma. KILLAM said the bon. the
Màinister of Inland Revenue would
meet the views of the House botter if
he would allow this Bill to pass through
Committee with the amendments sug-
gested, and let it be reprinted before
the third reading. By refering it to
the Committee on Banking and Com-
merce, the views of the mercantile
section of the conmunity could better
be submitted and considered.

Ma. MITCHELL said as the hon.
gentleman seemed deternined to ac-
cept no suggestions from that side of
the House or, at all events, from him,
he would wash his hands of all respon-
sibility connected with this legislation,
which was the most descreditable lie
had ever seen.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK suggested that
the word " order " should be struck out
of the second section.

Ma. LAURIER: I have no objec-
tion.

MR. PLUMB said it was very extra-
ordinary that the time of the House
should be taken up with the discussion
of a Bill which had not been thoroughly
digested, and on which alterations were
constantly being made. He must pro-
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test against this slipshod. legis-
lation. The Bill was entirely unworthy
of the Government.

MR. PALMER said ho noticed that
letters of credit were brought under
the scope of this Bill, though they wore
not mentioned in the Stamp Act.

Mn. LAURIER: Yes, they are.

Mi. PALMER: Will you refer me
toit ?

Mn. LAURIER: I see no difference
between a letter of credit, a bill of
exchange or a promissory note.

MR. PALME R said there was no
great difference, and although the banks
might have stamped letters of credit,
there was no necessity for doing so
under the former law.

MR. PLUMB said the Minister of
Inland Revenue scemed entirely
to missapprehend the meaning of
a letter of credit. A letter of
credit had nothing to do with a bill of
exchange and was generally payable
in another country. The whole
revenue un these letters of credit
would not amount to more than $1,000
a year.

Mi. LAURIER said a letter of
credit and a bill of exchange 'were
alwavs treated in the same manner;
they only differed in details.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
they might have some characteristics
in common, but they were not
identical.

MR. MACKENZIE: The Act says
as follows:-"Every bill, draft or
other instrument for the payment of
any sum of money by bill or promis-
sory note, or other document usually
found in a letter of credit," and so on.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Then the hon. gentleman had botter
leave the section as it is.

Ma. LAURIER said ho proposed to
withdraw the 2nd sub-section and sub-
stitute the following:

" The person affixing such adhesive stamp
shall at the time of affixing the same write
thereon in the blank space printed for that
purpose his initialis and the date on which it
was affixed."

Mn. PLUnMB.

It was, ho said, intended to issue a new
kind of -stamps, becauee the present
stamps, owing tothe chemical prepar-
ation with which they wero now
coloured, could be used over again.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew)
wished to know if the hon. gentleman
proposed to call in and collect all the
existing stamps.

MR. LAURIER: No; because there
is a provision in the Act that it shall
not come immediately into force.

MR. WHITE said it seemed to him
that this Bill should be withdrawn
altogether in the meantime, and that
the laws respecting Stamps Acts should
be consolidated, so that if necessary,
some amended provisions might be
introduced.

MR. PALMER said, according to
section five, a note might be rendered
invalid by a mistake in cancelling the
stamp. It required the signature of
the maker to the cancellation. Why
should not the signature of the holder
be legal as well ?

MR. WHITE said ho thought
the date ought to suffice.

MR. KIRK PATRICK said the clause
used the words, " essential part of the
instrument." This would Icad to liti-
gation, to decide what was an essential
part of the instrument.

MR. LAURIER said this was re-
moved by the ameridment providing
only the date and initials to the stamp.

Mt. CAMERON said this clause did
not provide for any mistakes, but make
the note absolutely nuli and void.
This was a return to penal legislation.
Under the existing law, the proper
stamps would ho dffixed and mistakes
corrected.

MR. LAURIER said it did not alter
the existing law in that respect.

Mi. KIRKPATRICK said this
clause stated the provisions of the ex-
isting law held good " in so far as they
are not repealed by or inconsistent
with this Act." The Bill had botter
be referred to the Judges of the
Supreme Court.

Mit. LAURIER said it was provided
that it should ho part of the first Act,
31 Vic., which created the law.

(COMMONS.]
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sR JOHN A. MACDONALD said

there were so many changes, he would
suggest that the Bill b reprinted ; the
preamble should not be adoptod, so as
to allow these clauses to be again dis-
cassed in Committee.

Progress ordered to be reported.
fouse resumed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at
Two o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 5th April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
*oelock.

PRAYERS.

THE AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS.

ADJOURNED DEBEr.

Order for resuming debate on Mr.
Cartwright's proposed motion: " That
Mr. Speaker do now louve the Chair
for the House to go again into Com-
nittee of Supply," and the motion of
Mr, Brown in amendment thereto,
[page 1627], read.

Ma. ORTON said it had been
his intention to move a motion more
(omprehensive than the one before the
House, with reference to our 'agricul-
tural interests; but he gladly welcomed
ihe motion of the hon. member for
West Hastings (Mr. Brown) as a stop
il the right direction. This motion
was particularly gratifying to him,
euming, as it did, from an hon. gentle-
mnan opposite, and being seconded by
another hon. gentleman who so con-
tinuously supported the Government.
This was to him evidence that the
determined policy of the Government
to refuse any meed of justice to our
agricultural interests did not receive
the sanction of many hon. gentlemen
wlho had usually supported the present

dmistatin. When he had the
honour of asking for a Committee to
avestigate the agricultural interests of
his country, he confessed ho did ex-

peet that at least the great majority of
hon. gentlemen on both sides of the

louse, recogmzing the importance

of agriculture to our prosperity, would
gladly ]end their aid and assistance in
gaining all the information posaible on
this very important subjeet, and iin
arriving at a just and wiso conclu-
sion. Indeed, ho did not expect that it
would have been made a party issue,
and he well remembered bis disap-
pointment when it became so painfully
certain, before any information had
been gathered or an investigation made,
that the fiat had gone forth, and that
the hon. the Premier had given it to
be, so distinctly understood that the
redress sought for was opposed to the
policy of the Government. It had
been said that the reason for this course
was a fear of losing the support of the
hon. gentlemen from the Lower Pro-
vinces who held pronounced Frec-trade
doctrines, that the hon. the Premier
had a perfect reliance upon his too
confiding followers from Ontario, but
that ho apprehended that if ho opposed
the views of his Lower Province sup-
porters, his Government might be
weakened. Be that as it may, the fact
remained that, from that time, four
years ago, up to the presont, the Govern
ment had, upon every occasion, given
to every effort to obtain this moed
of justice to our agricultural
interests, their most bitter and de-
termined opposition. His own humble
experience and his imperfect endea-
vours in this regard had been made the
butt of attack on many occasions,
apparently in order to direct the pub-
lie attention from the vital importance
of this question to his personality.
bis motives had been impugned. Hie
had been maligned from one end of
the Province to the other during pic-
nic campaigns of the Government and
its supporters. Causeless ridicule had
been heaped upon him unduly, because
in the discharge of his duty towards
the important and fine agricultural
constituency which he had the honour
to represent, he had dared to ask that
justice be done to our farmers. The
hon. the Premier had characterized
the redress he soughtas a nostrum.

MR. MACKENZIE: Hear, hear.

Ma. ORTON said that the hon. gen-
tleman's followers had followed very
aptly in the hon. gentleman's lead,
and on every possible occasion they
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had attempted to cast ridicule and
contempt on this question. Even h is
own position, as a professional man,
had been attacked, and it was said -
"What right had a Doctor to take
charge of the agricultural interests of
the country ? Are there not
farmers in the House and gentlemen
who had been brought up as farmers,
who were perfectly capable of under-
taking the defence of their interests ?"
It was truc that there were farmers
in the louse. They had there the
hon. member for South Wentworth
who, le believed, had occupied a posi-
tion in the legislatures of this country
for nearly quarter of a certury ; but
with what benofit to the agricultural
interests of the country, he left
the farmers to judge. There were
also other farmers members of
the House, but because they
might be too much blinded by party
prejudices to carefully consider these
interests, this was no reason why
be, who was selected by one of
the most intelligent agricultural
constituencies in Ontario to represent
their interests, should not endeavour
to do what, in his humble way, he
could to advance their interests. If ho
was wrong, the Government and its
supporters must also condemn the
Govern ment of Ontario, which had pro-
sumed to legislate in the interests of
the farmers. If doctors had no right
to use their efforts in the interost of
the agricultural community, what
right had a Govornment of lawyers to
give the franchise to farmers' sons ? But
if any vindication were required of his
course, lie had it today in the motion
of the hon. member for West Hastings,
and also in the notice of motion given
in this relation by the hon. member
for Iberville (Mr. Béchard),and secon-
ded by another hon. gentleman both of
whom were as consistent and continuous
supporters of the Government as any
mon in the House. They now found
that it was utterly impossible to pro-
serve that solidarity of the Govern-
ment support in opposition to this
patriotic policy of doing justice to our
agricultural interests, and, therefore,
he felt peculiarly gratified at the
motion before the House. Neither
the party whip nor any other effort on
the part of the Govern ment to ridicule,

MR. ORTo'N.

even when invoked by the melodious
strains of the jews'-harp, or the fantas-
tic Indian war-dances of an agile rmei».
ber, would to-day avail to bind together
the supporters of the Government i,
pursuance of the latter's unpatriotic
policy. It could not, at this hour, be
said that the farmers of this country
did not desire and require protection
against the unfair competition of Ameri.
can farm produce which carne into our
markets. They had on record the
evidence taken by the Agricultural
Comm ittee, overwhelmingly showingu
that our farmers earnestly desired
that their interests should be pro.
tected against this unfair competi-
tion. They also saw resolutions
passed by large gatherings of the
farmers throighout the country, by
County Councils, by Grange societies,
ail asking for the saine policy. The
farmers were now thoroughly aroused
to the importance of this question, and
were determined that their interests,
which had been so long neglected,
should be attended to.

Ma. RYMAL: Is that so ?

MR. ORTON: Was it not a fact that
every class in our community had had
legislation in their interests. Had not
the traders and bankers, money lend-
ers, lawyers, and even doctors had
laws passed in their interests, and
often regardless of their effect upon
our agricultural population. He need
only instance the bankrupt law, which
ho thought even his ion. friend from
South Wentworth would agree with
him, was not in the interest of the farm-
ers, but in the interests of the traders,
and directly opposed to the interests Of
farmers and non-traders. It had de-
stroyed the honour, to a large extent,
of a great portion of our commercial
classes, and had been the means of cre.
ating among many of them the ambi-
tion to defraud their honest neigh-
bours rather than to earn an
honest living. Had not advan-
tages been given by legislatioi 4
loan and banking societies, by which
they were enabled to overreach the
farmer, and, in many instances to r1ml
him? Had not our tariff been arrangý
el without any regard, but diametr
cally opposed to the best interests Of
the agricultural community ? Were
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,,t privileges given to railway cor-
porations which were not advanta-
geous to the farming interest? Indeed,
the interests of the farmers of the
Western States were considered before
the interests of Our owp farmers ; but
who paid the piper ? Had the
farmers of the United States contri-
buted towards the large sums which
were being spent annually, and whiclh
had for such a length of time been ex-

pended in enlarging our canals and
building up the fine canal system Of
our ceountry ? Had they contributed
to the creation of our great rail-
wav system ? No; but, nevertheless,
they found that the produce of the
farmers of the Western States, and of
the United States generally, was car-
ried over our railways at a cheaper rate
than the produce of our own
country, and brought into our
own marlets over these railways,
and into direct competition with the
produce of the farmers of this country.
He )roposed now to show the loss
which this one-sided tariff policy, with
regard to farm produets, caused, not
only the agricultural population, but
the whole people of this country. On
looking at the Trade and Navigation
Returns, the first startling fact which
he found was this, that last year our
total imports from the United States
amounted to no less than $51,000,000,
while our exports to that country only
reaebed $25,000,000 leaving at least
825,500,000 balance of trade against
this country. Now, we naturally
asked ourselves how we have made up
this difference. Have we paid this
balance by our agricultural and other
products ? No, but have been obliged to
pay it in gold to the serious injury of
our commerce, by depleting our banks
and creating scarcity of money in the
country and thus conducing" to the
general depression in trade ? The
next fact we observed was this: that
our total imports of agricultural ppc-
ducts from the United States amounted
to the enormous sum of $19,396,725,
while we only exported to that
cOuntry $12,676,172 worth, leaving
a deficit of nearly 87,000,000 against
Canada in our interchange of agricul-
trai products alone with the United

tates. It might be said that a large
portion of the products imported from

the United States was re-exported
to Europe, and that the actual injury
to the farmers of this country was not
great. He found, however, that only
$4,927,658 worth of agricultural pro-
ducts was re-exported, leaving
$14,469,067 worth to be consumed in
Canada and to be brought into direct
competition with the products of
this country, displacing a similar
amount of Canadian fhrim products
from our own market. The injustice
of the present tariff system would be
seen when it was considered that, in
order to get $12,000,000 worth of
these products into the United
States markets, the Canadian ex-
porters had had to pay nearly
$4,000,000 into the treasury of that
country, while the exporters of the
United States sent products to the
value of nearly twice the amount into
Canada, and only contributed $263,935
to the treasury of this country. Had
the Americans paid the same rate for
the privilege of obtaining a market in
Canada as they charged to Canadian
exporters, they would have contributed
something like $6,000,000 to the
treasury of this country, in place
of only $263,935. As things at
present stood, the Canadians were
paying twelve times as much into the
treasury of the United States as the
exporters of that country paid into our
treasury to obtain a market for only
two-thirds as nuch as they, the
Americans, sent of farm products
into Our markets. It would, he
thought, require something more
than the philosophy of the hon.
the Minister of the Interior or the hon.
member for North Norfolk (whom ho
saw smiling benignly) to convince the
farmers of this country tliat the im-
mense amount of agricultural products
brought into this country, and which
replaced our own product, was a bene-
fit to the people or to the farmers of
our country. The next fact he ob-
served was this: that from year to year
the amount of meat stuffs and the
number of animalis imported into this
country from the United States was
rapidly increasing, while that sent
from Conada into the States was
rapidly decreasing. The amount of
animals and moat stuffs sent from the
Provinces of Ontario and Que bec in
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18t4 to the United States was no less
than $4,151,243 worth, while last year
the amount exported from the whole
Dominion to the United States was
only $2,853,647 worth-just half as
much as was sent from the
two Provinces in 1863. He thought
this was a very important
point. Another matter in connection
with this had been brought very pro-
minently before the Committee of
Emigration and Colonization this Ses-
sion, namely, that the farmers of the
United Statos were able to produce a
botter class of cattle at a much cheaper
rate than the farmers of Canada. It
was of very great importance that we
should preserve to the farmers of this
eountry our markets for meat stuffs
and live stock, so as to encourage the
raising of cattle, especially when we
considered that the raising of animals
on a farm added much to the returns
which might be expected from agri-
cuIt ural labour, for it was well known
Ibat wherc a large number of animals
were reared they returned to the soil
what the cereals took from it, thereby
largely increasing the profits of farm-
ing. But, if we allowed the present
uolicy to be pursued, we would find
-our market for meat stuffs controlled
by the Aniericans. Mr. MeShane, a
large dealer in animals, in Montreal,
stated to him that he could, by tele-
graph to Chicago, any day, obtain a
car-load of western cattle which would
be of better quality, and arrive sooner,
than if he had sent to Ontario. They
found also that those who exported
cattle to the British market brought
them from the United States instead
of getting them in their own country.
Although, therefore, we might hope to
have a market for our cattle in Bri-
tain, it would, to a large extent, be
îbsorbed by the American exporters.
He could not help feeling that our
market for meatstuffs in Britain would
be of mach shorter duration than was
anticipated. The Duke of Richmond's
Bill was evidently put forward in the
interests of the farmers of England, and
was intended to place impediments in
the way of American cattle competing
with those raised bv the British far-
mer. Meat stuffs were the main
source from which, under the Free-trade
policy of England, farmers of Britain
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derived their profits. When the corn
laws were introduced there was a
famine in the country, the people
were very much impoverished;
by their introduction a stimulus was
given to manufactures, and an in-
creased demand for meat stuffs took
place. This demand for meat stuffs,
indeed, compensated the British fariner,
to a certain extent, for the injury
which he suffered by the admission of
foreign bread stuffs, as he not only got
a better price for his cattle, but could
raise more grain per acre. The next
point he would refer to was this: that
last year we imported no less than
$7,791,096 worth of flour and wheat, of
which we re-exported only $1,399,619
worth, leaving a balance of $6,391,475
worth of American wheat and flour to
be consumed in this country, to the
great injury of the wheat growers and
millers of Canada. It might be said
that a large portion of the wheat im-
ported from the States to Canada was
manufactured into flour by Canadian
millers and exported in that form. He
found, however, that the total quantity
of flour exported from the Dominion of
Canada last year amounted only to
$1,167,780 worth ; so that, assuming
the whole of the fiour exported from
this country was manufactured from
American wheat, it would still leave
over $5,000,000 worth of American
flour and wheat to be consumed iii
Canada. It was not difficult to under-
stand that this must be highly injurious
to our agricultural interests. Why
should not the benefit of this market
for flour and wheat be given to the
Canadian farmers and millers, instead
of to those of another country ?
The next faet which he found in the
Trade and Navigation Returns was,
that last year we imported 8,260,039
bushels of Indian corn, of which We re-
exported 4,018,612, leaving 4,241,427
of Indian corn to be brought into con-
petition with the Indian corn and
coarse grains of this country. The
greater part of this Indian corn was
brought in for the manufacture of
whiskey, and we found the gros$ injus.
tice of the barley malt grown in our
own country entering along with the
Indian corn of the United States into
the same mash tub for the manufac-
ture of whiskey. The barley malt of
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,ar own country was taxed 72c. a
bashel, while Indian corn went into the
mnanufacture of whiskey without one
cent being paid on it. If his hon.
friend from West MiJdlesex desired to

d-dvance the cause of temperance in
this country he should object seriously
to tiis facility for the manufacture of
whiskey from untaxed corn, thus de-
<reasing the evil effects of whiskey
(irinking. Last year we imported
1,697,706 bushels of oats, which were
lrought into direct competition with
the oats grown by our own
farmers. And well ho knew the
etfect of American oats coming
into this country, in relation to the
price of oats in Canada. Last Fall,
wben oats were worth from 45 to 50c.
z bushel in the part of the country
wbere he resided, American oats
<ommenced to be brought in in large
qiiantities, in the course of a few days
t hey were reduced to 28c. or 30c. a
bushel and the price has never raised
during the whole winter. It was said
that the British market ruled the price
of oats, but such was not the case.
IIe had taken the trouble to enquire
what the price of oatmeal was in
Glasgow, and found that oatmeal was
leing manufactured by Canadian mil-
]ers for exportation at the same price,
when oats were 45c. a bushel as when
T hey were worth only from 28c. to 30c.
bis showed distinctly that the price

of oatmeal in Europe did not always
rule the price of oats in this country.
lie wished to make a short calculation
which would partially show the im-
mnense loss which this country incurred
through the existing policy; he
tiought it could be computed at an
enormous amount. He hadjust stated
that Indian corn and oats brought
into this country reduced the price
of oats and corn at least ten cents a

Ishel. iNow, he thought he might
"afely say that every farmer with 100
acres Of land had 200 bushels to seli and
Vst, in consequence, $20 on his oats.
When, also, we saw the enormous quan-
"'y of flour and wheat brought from the
b nited States, we might safely say that
he loss per bushel on wheat was five
ents per bushel. This, he thought, wasfoderate calgulation, and, as each
Ier in this country would have on

n'l average 300 bushels of wheat, his
108

loss thereon would amount to $15 a
year. He thought two head of fat
cattie was a very small average to give
of the number raised by each farmer
in the country, with an average weight
of 1,000 lbs. In consequence of
the unfair competition of American
cattle, swine and pork - which
also entered into competition with
beef-he calculated that the loss
per lb. which the farmers would have
to sustain on their fat cattle was one
cent. This, on two head of cattle of
the weight he had mentioned would
amount to $20. An enorrrous number
of live hogs was brought into this
country at a duty of 10 per cent.,
which would reduce the price of pork
by a cent per lb., meaning aloss to the
farmer of $8 per year. Without
taking into consideration the effect
which the present tariff system had on
the price of mutton, horses, Indian
corn, rye, and a vast number of other
agricultural products. H1e found that
the actual loss to the farmers of
Canada on the articles he had
enumerated was, at the lowest
possible calculation, $63 a year.
He thought no hon. gentleman in the
House would question his calculation,
or think for a moment it was an exag-
gerated one. He found, by the state-
ment of the hon. the Finance Minister
in his speech at Fergus, that there were
some 500,000 farmers in this country.
If each farmer lost $63 a year by this
ruinous policy, it amounted to over
$30,000,000 a year lost to this country.
From their uneasiness it was very ap-
parent that the hon. gentlemen on the
other side of the House were extremely
alarmed by the exhibition he had given
of the enormous loss incurred. It was
stated that over-importation was the
cause of the serious depression which
existed to-day. The hon. member for
Centre Toronto had said that
$200,000,000 of a balance trade existed
against Canada during the last ten
years, and which they were unable to
pay tor, and that this was the caûse of
our trouble. Had our farmers received
a just reward for their labour, had the
Government placed them in a position
to reap a just profit for their labour
and investments of capital, the country
would have been enabled to have over-
paid these $200,000,000 during the last
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ten years, as the loss to our farmers
alone was over $200,000,000 during that
period. He thought it was safe to
say that industries of every description
would have been vastly benefitted, and
general prosperity, instead of general
ruin, would have prevailed. A loss of
$50 to $60 per year to tie farmer was
a very serions matter; just the differ-
ence of his being able to pay his store
bill, bis blacksmith's bill and other
accounts, or not. The effect was most
ruinous to the industries of our country.
While referring to the importance of
preserving a Canadian market for
wheat, he wished to draw the attention
of this House to the fact that new
Vompetitors fron other countries were
beginning to supply very large
quantities to Great Britain. For
instance, the amount of wheat
imported into Great Britain from
British India had increased very
largely from 1875. In 1875 it was
1,334,943 cwt.; in 1877, 6,104,940 cwt.,
or about five times as much. ' his
would show the importance of preserv-
ing a market in Canada, and thus in-
crease the demand for the wheat and
fiour grown by our own farmers,
especially in view of the fact that we
had a rapidly increasing quantity of
wheat grown in the North-West Terri-
tories, which would soon compete with
that grown in other Provinces. It had
been attempted, during campaign
speeches of hon. members of the Gov-
ernment, tofrighten the farmers of On-
tario, by telling them that a protective
policy was only sought with the object
of giving a larger Protection to manu-
factured goods and of increasing the
èost enormously to the agriculturists.
It could be shown, in the first place,
very clearly, that a protective policy,
instead of increasing the prices of
manufactured goods, decreased those
prices. He had, on a former occasion,
shown that the prices of cottons and
calicoes, in the United States, had been
reduced, under a high protective tariff,
compared with what they had been
under a low tariff. Ie had taken the
trouble to ascertain the prices of other
common articles used by flarmers
in the United States, and had
found t hat almost ail classes
of manuftactured goods could be
bought as cheap, and in many iii-
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stances cheaper, there than in Canada,
notwithstanding their high protective
tariff. Even when there was a high
protective tariff in Great Britain,
articles were produced there cheapeir
than in any other country in the world.
Take iron for example : when there
was a duty of not less than £6 stg.
per ton upon iron, it was produced in
Great Britain cheaper than elsewbere.
And such was now the case in the
United States, under one of the highest
protcctive tariffs in the world. But
the question could be looked at from
other points of view. It was not pro-
posed by anyone to have an extreme
protective policy. He thought that
no more than from 20 per cent. to 2U
per cent. tariff on manufactured goods
would be asked by any manufacturer
in Canada. There n% ere very few
farmers in the country who used a
hundeed dollars' worth of manufactured
goods in his family per year. The
great majority did not require nearly
that amount, so that, supposing the
increased duty would increase the
price, it would not amount to over
$7 per year. What was that compared
to $63 per year which the enhanced
prices of their products, under a pro-
tective policy, would give to the
farmers, and which was now lost to
them ? What were the compensating
advantages of a protective tariff?
Under it, the manufactures of this
country would rapidly increase and
there would be a much larger market
for all farm products, especially for
perishable articles; also for a greater
variety of products which would be
raised and obtain ready sale, and the
benefit to the farmer would, on the
whole, be enormous. He wished to
draw attention to the high prices paid
for farm products in the United States
under a high tariff as compared with
thoso under a low tariff. The average
prices in the New York market during
the seventeen years before 1860, of a
low protective tariff, and the seventeen
years after 1860, of a high protective
tariff, were as follows:

Before 1860.
Low Tariff.

Beef......... $9 20 per bb].
Butter. O 17 per. lb.
Cheese--- o 81 ''Hams....... o 8
Pork, mess 14 OS per bbl.

After 1864.
High Tarif.

$19 30 per bbl.
O 27î per lb.
0 15
o 14

22 22per bbl.
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Oats. 0 471 per bush.
Corn. 0 72 "
Wheat... 1 54
Wool ....... 0 31J per lb.
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69 per bush.
88 "i
68 "
53a per lb.

Total average increase of these staple
farm products under high protective
tariff as compared with low protective
tariff, over 25 per cent. While referring
to the importance of their giving a
stimulus to their manufacturing indus-
tries, in an agricultural point of view,
he desired to read some extracts from
McQueen's Table of the Wealth of Eng-
land, in proof of his statements: From
ihat work it appeared in 1840

lst. That the value of soi] devoted to agri-
culture forms 26-43rd of the total wealth of
England, and is nearly 12 times greater than
that of the whole capital invested in manu-
factures and commerce

2nd. That the sum employed in agricul-
ture comprehends more than three-fourths
of the capital of England.

3rd. That the whole value of fixed pro
perty in England is, viz:-

Land...... ............. £2,604,000,000
Towns, Builings and Manu-

factories .............. 605,000,000
Canals and Railroads,...... 118,000,000

Total......... £3,327,000,000
or farm ]and is more than three-fourths of
whole.

4th. That manufacturing and commercial
capital, including ships, does not exceed
£241,500,000, and constitutes , therefore,
about one-eighteenth of the national wealth.

5th. That the agricultural capital of
England which is 3,311 millionp, produces a
grogs income of 539 millions, that is about
thirteen per cent., whilst the manufacturing
and trade yields a yearly grose product of
259,000,000, or one hundred and twenty per
cent.

It must not be overlooked here, above all,
that 218 millions of manufacturing and trad-
ing capital, yielding a yearly product of
259,500,000, is the main cause which swells
the agricultural capital to the enormous sum
of 3,311 millions, with its yearly product of
539 millions. By far the greatest portion of
agricultural capital consists in value of land
and cattle. By doubling and tripling the
population of the country, by sustaing an
unniense external commerce, by furnishing
vast quantity of shipping, by acquiring and
eniPloying a multitude of colonies, manu-
factures ha% e increased in the sanie pro-portion as the demand for food and raw
tuaterial; they have raised the exchange-

ble value of agricultural products, andthtus determined a proportional increase inquantity and exchangeable value of the cost
ut land and of the value of the soil.

108i

Destroy tlhat manufacturing and commer-
cial capital of 218,000,000, and not only the
income of 259,500,000 would disappear but
also greater part of 3,311,000,000 of agri-
cultural capital and consequently of the in-
come of 539,000,000 derived f'om that
capital. The income of England will be
diminished not merely 259,500,000, the
value of the manutacturing production, but
the exchangeable value of the soil will fall
to the tenth or twentieth of its present value.
Hence it follows that the capital usefully
employed in manufactures by an agricul-
tural nation increases in time the value of
the soil tenfold.

The tenfold increase in the capital of the
agriculturist is sure when a country has
large manufactures as compared with those
who have fetw, and the former realizes this
without any sacrifice or risk of lo's, while
in new manufactures of every kind the in-
vestor risks the loss of the whole of his
capital invested.
It had been said that if the policy
advocated by the Opposition were pur-
sued,itwould create discord ainong the
Provinces, and weaken the ties which
bound them together in this Con-
federation. He considered the effect
would be quite the reverse. It was
just as much in the interests of the
Lower Provinces that there should be
inaugurated a wise national policy as
it was to any other part of the Do-
minion. He had proved by the result
in Britain already how vastly
the shipping interests of the
country increased where manufactures
and agriculture prospered. It must
also be remembered that in the Lower
Provinces, at loast in Nova Scotia,
they had two of the greatest sources
of wealth, coal and iron, which had
been the main sources of the enormous
wealth of Great Britain. Under a
proper policy, stimulus would be given
to the production of the coal and iron
of Nova Scotia, and large ind astries
would arise in that Province, especial-
ly in the manufacture of ironware,
thereby increasing its population and
its weaith. To-day the masses of the
people of the Lower Provinces were
not as wealthy as in other Provinces of
our Dominion. There was a sort of
monopoly in that Province, the
sources of wealth being under the con-
trot of a few. Under a proper policy,
there would be a stimulus to industries
which would cause the prosperity to be
more evenly distributed. Where coal
was produced, cheap steam would be
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obtained, and with chcap steam power
there must be a cheap mode of manu-
facturing. Therefore, there was every
reason to believe thet, under a wise
policy, the people of that section
would be as largely benefitted as the
people of other Provinces,i f not more so.
It would also stimulate interprovincial
trade, and bind more strongly the ties
which now united us in this Confedera-
tion. It had been said that because
Free-trade had benefitted Great Bri tain,
it would benefit this country; but they
all knew that the circumstances under
which Great Britain inaugurated a Free-
trade policy were ntirely different
from those which existed in this
country. She had, under her long
course of Protection, built up her
manufactures to such a position that
she could defy the world. She had
only a limited amount of acreage of
land on which to produce wheat and
could not supply her own people with
food, and there was famine in the land,
amongst the working class, in conse-
quence of her inability Io produce
bread stuffs suffitient for her own
people. Free-trade was then a wise
policy to pursue in the interests of the
mass of the people of that country,
but it must be remembered that the
British manufacturing industries had
arrived at their prosperous position
under a Protection policy; they had
accumulated both skill and capital and
had no competitors in their own
markets. It must also be borne
in mind that in a country like
this, with a sparse population
and small capital and little compara-
tive manufacturing skill, it was impos-
sible to compete with older countries
which possessed an accumulated capi-
tal, and also accumulated skill in
manufactures. In no country had
manufactures sprung into existence, to
a large extent, under a Free-trade
policy. Could anything bc more
striking than the prosperity of France
under a protective policy compared
with other countries during the last
few years ? Perhaps that was the
only country where the depression,
which had visited every other land,
had not been felt. Did they find that
Great Britain was prospering to-day
under Free-trade ? No; quite the
reverse. le bad a paper which had
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been written by Lord Bateman, en-
titled, " A plea for Protection," in
which he stated that:

" We cannot shut our eyes to the univer-
sal collapse of trade and its accompanying
distress, be it lie mineraI, the shipping, the
carrying the AGRICUTrURAL, and the general
mnan ufacturing trade. Throughout the
country the cry of depression and distress
and ruin is the same. We have to compete
on unequal terms with other foreign count-
ries, who are robbing us of our profits, paying
nothing to our exchequer, and underselling
us at the same time. When the capitalist
finds that his trade is leaving iimii, and that
his profits are reduced to a minimum, it
follows that the workmen depending upon
him must suffer in like prlportion, and as a
consequence, the rate of wages must cone
down or enployment must cease-strikes,
lock-outs, and painful and undeserved dis-
tress are the inevitable results. Granted
th at the theory of Free-trade and unrestricted
commerce with all quarters of the universe
is as bold as it is magnificeut; granted that
the idea, by whonsoever originated (and ad.
vocated by no one more con sistently than by
our good and wise Prince Consort), is both
grand and glorious in its conception; granted,
that to give effect to it lias been the aim, as
it lias been the long accepted policy of sue.
cessive Governments, it cannot be denied
tiat the sting of ' want of reciprocity' lias,
from the first, checkmated our philanthro-
pic efforts, ani obliged us to confess, after
thirty years of trial, that in practice our
Free-trade is at best but one-sided; and that
while we are opening our ports to the com-
merce and manufactures ot the world, free
and unrestricted, other countries, without
conferring upon us any reciprocal benefit,
are taking advantage, without scruple, of our
magnanimous, but disastrous (because one-
sided) liberality. Itis of no use to blink the
question. Facts will speak for themselves.
In defiance ot all arguments and all per-
suasions, not to say entreaty, on the subject,
these awkward facts remain. Our overtures
to other countries are disregarded; our com-
mercial treaties are not renewed; our own
trade is in a sinking and unprofitable con-
dition ; our exports show a lamentable,
alarming and increasinoe deficit; our
Exchequer is affected ; and, worse than al,
not a single country in Europe, to say nothiig
of the United States, can be cajoled bi the
most specious temptation into fullowing our
example of free importation-"

le (Mr. Orton) thought nothing could
more eloquently describe our OWn1
condition in this country. Lord Bate-
man went on to state:

" We have tried Free-trade and it lias beel
found wanting. We have done our best tO
impress others countries with the reaSol
ableness of our policy, and in return they
ecoff at our blindness, and turn a deaf ear to
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our remionstrances. In the meantime partial
ruin and wholesale depression and distress
are starifng us in tlue face, our local burdens
are increasing, our exports are diminishing.
Why should we persist in such an Jtopian
crusade V'

These are the eloquent words of
one of Free-trade England's most
enlightened statesman, with regard to
the disastrous results which even
Great Britain, with all her peculiur
advantages and accumulated skill and
wealth, finds to-day as the fi uits of
)ursuance of the fallacy of a Free-trade

policy without reciprocity. But this
was not the opinion of one only of Eng-
land's stateEmen, but was endorsed by
the memiber for Birkenhead, Mr. David
Melver, who recently wrote to the
Tinîes as follows :-

"As I have the honour to represent this
great seaport constituency in Parlhament and
have the satisfaction of knowing (in this
part of the country at least) my views are
Jarge]y shared in by business men, even
anong those opposed to me in politics, it
nay not be out of place that I should say a
lèw words on the subject of Free-trade. I
think we are greatly indebted to Lord
Bateman for his letter, and I also desire to
express my most bearty concurrence with
your correspondent, "A Merchant"; but your
correspondent " Other Side " proves notling
by his figures, except the truth of the old
adage that ' Figures can be made to prove
anything except facts.' This increase of
British coasting tonnage to which he alludes
is due not to Free-trade, but to stean
navigation. Cheap labour, cheap coal,
and cheap iron, have helped us hither-
to; but they have ceased to help
ls now. In this part of the country we
nearly all want real Free-trade, but how are
we to get it? Not, I think, by continuing to
push Free-trade theories as if they were a
panacea for all ills. Other nations know
better than this, and the world, outside of
Great Britain, does not believe that wisdom
Will die with our present race of Free-trade
enthusiasts. Reciprocity 1s what is essential
to commercial prosperity, and we are not
likely to get it so long as in the innocence of
our hearts we continue to be universal and
unconditional Free-traders."

Re thought that was very aprnpos to
our position. It was impossible for
4.000,000 in this country to compote
with 40,000,000 in the neighbouring
country, under such disadvantageous
circumstances which now existed,
barricaded as we were from all en-
trance to the United States, while we
admitted almost free ail their products.
It had been repeatedly stated that

Great Britain ruled the price of farm
products in this country. While ho
was bound to acknowledge that, in
wheat and flour, Great Britain did rule
the price in ccrtain seasons, he denied
that she ruled the price of breadstuffs
in this country all the year round.
The statement which ho had read as to
the price of farm products in New
York, proved that Great Britain did
not rale the price there, but that the
price was ruled by the demand created
by the large population concentrated
in that great city. In this country it
was the same. At many times of
the year the great bulk of our surplus
grain had been alroady exported to
Great Britain, and the local demand
became larger than the remaining
supply, and prices would go up
vere not the American farmers

allowed to come in and compote for
the supply of this local demand with
our own agriculturists. Ho considered
that this showed clearly that Great
Britain did not rule the market at all
seasons of the year even in relation to
wheat and flour, although it might do
so for a certain portion of the year
and to a certain extent. In other farn
products it had little or no effect. lie
thought they must all acknowledge
that the Chicago market ruled the
price of all coarse grains in this ednn-
try, and not the demand in Great
Britain, but if we had a propor pro-
tection against the farm products of
the United States, sve would have a
larger price for those articles in
Canada. It had also been said that our
carrying trado would be destroyed
and that we would lose a gTeat deal of
the bonefit of the money that we now
had invested in our canals and our
railway systems. fle could not see
the force of this argument. I? it was
profitablo to the people of the Unitel
States to s4end their prolacts through
Canada to Europe, they would send
them just as well under a protective
policy as they did under the present
system, because they could send them
through in bond. He could not see
that it would have the sligh test effect
on our carrying trade, but under a
wise national policy the various in-
dustries of the coantry wnll be so
stimulated that they must come
to the conclusion that the traffie
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on these highways would bc vastly
increased by the wants and require-
ments of our own people under the
prosperity created by a wise national
policy. He desired now to refer to
some of the arguments used by the
hon. the Minister of the Interior at
Fergus. They had before heard the
disingenuous character of his argu-
ments exposed; how by comparing the
exports and imports into the Province
of Ontario, by showing that there was
iiot a large number of animals brought
into Ontario, he had tried to palm that
off as a reason why there should be no
protection against animals coming
in from the United States, while he
utterly ignored the fact that a large
number of animals were brought into
the other Provinces, and competed with
those raised by the farmers of Ontario
and the rest of the Dominion. le
(Mr. Orton) thought such an argument
was unworthy the position which the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Mills) occupied,
because it was disingenuous and gave
only halfthe truth, instead of the whole
truth. In reference to wool, the bon.
gentleman said :

" I shall show you, by the returns, that
the taxation iiposed by Congress bas in ne
way affected the prices, but that the Cana-
dian farner receives as large a price now as
wheu wool was adnitted free into the Ameri-
can market."

le would show what the price of wool
in the United States was last summer,
and whether the Canadian farmer re-
ceived as large a price as prevailed in
the United States. A friend, Mr. Mor-
gan, living on the De troit River, wrote
him (Mr. Orton) on ihat subjeet as
follows:

" On the 29th June last I took ny wool to
Windsor, end got the nighest market price,
26c. I had 32 fleeces. After disposing
of wool, I crossed the river to Detroit, whexe
a friend of mine, whose arm is in sight of
mine, but in Michigan. He had just sold
his wool, he got 42c, which, at the then rate
of exchange would be 41c. gold. He got
13c per lb. more than I did ; my wool was
better than his ; I know his sheep. He
was protected by lHe. specific and- 10 per
cent.advalorem. He made $1.12 more per
fluce than Idid, which, in 32 fleeces would
be $36 in his favour."

That gentleman also enclosed the
following quotations

MR. ORTON.

" ANN ARBOR, June 28th, 1878,
Large receipts of wool to-day, price 38

to 40c.

" BILDING, MICHIGAN, June 26th, 1877.
"J. B. Nutch acting for the order of

Grangers shipped a large quantity to Boston
and got for his patrons about 5e. above the
market price -here. His action put the
market up to 41e.

" MARSHALL, 26th June, 187,

" J. N. Dickev has taken in 125,0001b. of
wool for which lie paid 40c.

" Sr. CLAIR, June 26tlh, 1878.
" Wool still coming in, prices run fron 35

to 43e."

le thought this showed clearly how
much more farmers of the United
States received for their wool, under
a protective policy, and that if we
had reciproeity we would share in this
increased price cf wool. Another
argument had been used in this Flouse
and in the country, and especially by
the hon. the Minister of Interior at
Fergus, in order to terrify the farmers of
Ontario in relation to Protection,though
how it was arrived at, he failed to con-
ceive or imagine. It had been said
that the United States had paid in ten
years $60,000,000 in order to maintain
a protective policy. He would like
the hon. member who had made that
statement to explain how that calcu-
lation was arrived at. It must be
shown that the American people had
paid that much more for their goods
than the price at which they could
have been purchased under another
policy, and it was impossible to prove
that such was the case. It must fur-
ther be shown that the incidental
advantages given to the people of that
country had been nothing, in conse-
quence of the burthens created by a
prot oct ive policy ; whereas, it would be
found that the benefits were enormous.
But ho bad figures that would prove
that the prosperity of the country had
greatly increased under a protective
policy. In 1860, the real and personal
property of the United States was
$16,000,000,000, while in 1870, ten
years afterwards, it had risen to the
enormous sum of $30,068,000,000. IL
thus appeared that the real and per-
sonal proporty had nearly doubled in
ten years, and that at a time when the

{ COMMONS.] Int!erests.



Interests. 1719

country was involved in a civil war,
whieh destroyed wealth instead of in-
creasing it. Even if the American

people did p an incrcased price for
coods, the money was not paid to a
foreign country, but to their own peo-
ple, and by the new industries and
sources of wealth created they in-
creased enormously the total wealth
of the country. That fact of itself
was sufficient to prove the utter
absurdity of the statement of the
hon. member. It had been contended
by the hon. the Minister of the Interior
that the prices obtained for the farm
products of Canada in the United
States, ander reciprocity, was lower
than it had been since, and a long
string of figures was given to the peo-
pIC at Fergus to show that fact. If
the argument amounted to anything it
was that reciprocity was an injury,
instead of a benefit, to the Dominion,
and yet the present Government Lad
sent Mr. George Brown to Washing-
ton, at very considerable expense, to
negotiate a treaty. Why should the
country be called upon to pay the ex-
pense if it were botter to be without
reciprocity. If, under the bigh pro-
tective policy inaugurated in the
United States since the Reciprocity
Treaty, products of every description
had realized high prices, that was one
of the strongest reasons that could be
given that Canada should adopt the
same course in order to enrich her far-
mers and bring prosperity to her
People. It had frequently been stated
that the country should not impose
any duties on American produce, lest
the Americans might entirely shut
out Canadian farm products from their
m'arket, by placing increased duties on
these products. Some people appeared
to imagine that Canada could not exist
without the United States, that our
Very breath was obtained from them,
and that we could not live except by
their good will and toleration. He
held that the people of this country
could live without the United States.
We had a vast territory, an energetie
People, and the world with which to
trade. Our proper course ought to be
tr endeavour to encourage and increase
toade with other countries which did
not compete with us in producing the
same articles we grew and manufac-

tured. We should strive to extend
our trade with those countries which
produced what the Dominion dd not
produce, so as to afford increased mar-
kets for our products, and not forever
toady to the United States. We
should strike out and adopt a wise
national policy in the interests of our
people. We should do as the United
States did: not consider other coun-
tries, but the interests of our own
people in the Dominion, and, by that
means, would vastly benefit our people,
and make Canada what we all desired
to sec her: a great and a prosperous
nation. le would not dotain the
House further, but would support the
motion of the hon. member for West
Hastings.

MR. SHITII (Peel) said he desired
to offer a few remarks in reply to the
hon. member for Centre Wellington
(Mr. Orton). That hon. gentleman
had commenced his speech by com-
plaining that some hon. members
sneered at his views, because he, a
professional man, had taken up a
question that belongcd the agricul-
turists. He Lad no idea of throwing
contempt on the hon. member, and he
had no right to do so. The bon. mcm-
ber for Centre Wellington represented
an intelligent agricultural constitu-
ency, and it was his duty to endeavour
to aid bis constituents, as ho no doubt
thought Le was doing by pursuing his
present course. Nevertheless, it was
somewhat strange that, while there
were thirty members in the House who
followed agriculture as a pursuit, not
one of them had taken up the question.
They found, moreover, in other places,
professional men taking up the sub-
ject of Protection for farmers. The
hon. member for West Hastings (Mr.
Brown) who had moved the motion
under discussion was a manufacturer,
and hc çMr Smith) did not remember
a single instance during the present
Parliament in which a farmer had en-
deavoured to impress on the House
and the country that Protection to
agriculture was really necessary. le
tound also that in another place gen-
tlemen not following the agricultural
business took the farmers under their
wings, The first resolution prop:>sed
by the Dominion Boarci of Trade last
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year was in favour of agricultural
Protection. He did not know why
that body specially wished to take the
farming community under its wings.
In November, last year, a large and
respectable meeting of manufacturers
from different parts of Canada was
held for the purpose of considering
interests more immediately belonging
to them. The first resolution passed by
that meeting, at which no agriculturists
was present, was in favour of protection
to agriculturists. It was a mystery to
him how Americans could come here
and boy our wheat, pay the enormous
duties about which so much was said,
pay commissions and freight, and bring
it back to this country and undersell
Canadian millers. The hon. member
for Centre Wellington had taken up
the different cereals, crops and pro-
ducts of the farm. He would confine
his remarks, so far as statistics were
concerned, more immediately to On-
tario, which would probably be satis-
factory to the hon. gentleman and
himself, for they both hailed from that
Province. During the past year, the
Province of Ontario had importod 179
horses, and exported 3,598, which was
equal to twenty to one. le could not
understand how it could be shown that
by levying a heavy duty on those 179
horses that Province could be bene-
fitted and the American market opened
up for a freer trade. Of horned cattle,
there were imported 447, and exported
upwards of 10,000-in other words, we
sent the Americans twenty-six animais
to one received fromi them. He was
equally at a loss to understand how, by
levying heavier duties on those ani-
mais, it w, uld open up the American
market for our horned cattle. Among
the most important animais on the
farm was sheep, of which Ontario im-
ported 7 and exported 159,573. Ref-
erence had been made to the grain
which was imported. A large quantity
of wheat was brought into this coun-
try. At the present time the price was
about $1 per bushel, while ten months
ago it touched as high as $2 in the
Canadian market. How did that rise
of price occur in Ontario. Was it be-
cause of the short ciop on the
other side that the Americans had
thrown their wheat on that market,
or was it that the Americans flooded

MR. SMIT.

the market with wheat? The intro-
duction of American wheat neither
caused the remarkable rise, nor the re-
duction from $2 to $1 per bushel. The
cause existed across the water irn
Europe. England ruled our markets
for grain and flour, and when hon.
gentlemen opposite came to dis-
cuss those questions with the
farmers, they would find that they
quite understood the motives whicl
had induced the recent action of the
Opposition. Of the Ontario barley
crop a small portion was sent to Eng-
land, but the great bulk, for a num.
ber of years past, had gone to the
United States; and, notwithstanding
the American duty of 15c. per bushel,
while American barley was admitted
here free, Canadian barley had aver-
aged, for the last 10 years, 20 per
cent. more than when there was no
duty. le could not understand if such
was the case-and they knew it was
so-how the American duty had much
effect on our markets; and he was
satisfied the Americans paid the duty
on that grain. It had also been urged
by hon. gentlemen opposite that the
sale of Canadian oats was injured by
the introduction of American corn.
He remembered two years ago
meeting with a lawyer in this city,
who complained bitterly of the policy
of the Government in allowing corn
to be brought in duty free to compete
with oats grown in this country. Hle
asked that gentleman how he, being a
professional man, was particularly in-
terested in the manner ; to which ho
replied that ho was also a large farim-
er, and had had a large quantity of
oats stored for two years, and the
action of the Government allowed
American corn to come in he:e, which
was bought up by the lumberman in-
stead of the home-grown grain. This
gentleman complained because the
lumberman, who, perhaps, suffered as
much as any other class in the depres-
sion,and whoyet did not wish protection
on lumber, was permitted to pur-
chase American oats and corn if he
could obtain them at cheaper rates.
Reference had been made to the large
quantity of corn brought into this
country, and to the manner in wihich
it competed with our coarse grainsl.
During the past year, upwards Of
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6,7,50000 bushels of corn were import-
cd into Ontario. It was said that the
vast proportion was brought in for dis-
tilling purposes; but, he found on ex-
amining the statistics, that less than
1,000,000 bushels, or perbaps one-
seventh, was thus used. The balance
ha1d, therefore, been used by our farm-
ers. Re admitted that the quantity
was very large, and that it could
scarcely all have been thus used, but
there could be no question that a very
large portion had been used by or
farmers. At the present time, 1001b.
of corn could be purchased at To-
ronto for about 38c.; 1001b. of oats
for $1.05; 1001b. of peas, $1.12; and
1001b. of barley, $1.15. If, there-
fore, Ontario farmers had been using
that large quantity of corn, they would
have exctianged their coarse grains,
worth more than $1 per 1001b., and
purchased corn at the rate of 83c. If
this Government were to levy a
duty on corn, how would it benefit
the farming class,which hon. gentlemen
opposite were so desirous to protect ?
The next thing that the hon. gentle-
man had found fault with, was with
regard to our dairy produce. The hon.
gentleman made quotations to show
that large quantities of butter and
eheese were exchanged between these
two countries. He (Mr. Smith) did
not know the ground for complaint
with reference to those important arti-
cles. The duty on butter was the same
im both countries. The American
duty was four cents a pound, and the
Canadian duty the same. He would
like to know what hon, gentlemen
opposite desired, and whether they
they wished to increase the duty above
the American figures or not ? The
duty on cheese was almost identically
the same, though a little higher on the
American side; but he did not know
for his part, what we would gain by
raising the duty on this important
article. Another article was often
looked upon as of very small import-
anec, but whieh, nevertheless, figured
pretty largely in our returns. -He re-
1erred to eggs. We sent to the United
States, during the past year, something
over 3,000,000 dozen, worth one-third
of a million of dollars. Eggs were
free both ways, and he was at a loss to
understand how we would be bene-

fitted by levying a heavy duty on,
them. The hon. gentleman had dwelt
for some coisiderable time on other
articles on wbich the duty was almost
precisely the same-a cent a pound
duty was levied on pork, beet and
mutton, but there was a slight differ-
ence in the duty on dried meat. He-
was at a loss to understand how-
we would be benefitted by
levying beavier duties on these im-
portant articles. le was told by lum-
bermen that the importation of A meri-
can pork,was most important to them ;
and if the farmers in Canada could not
produce pork with a protection of one
cent a pound, and fi eight, they ough t
to quit raising it. As a person follow-
ing this pursuit, ho believed so too.
He might just say that he was con-
vinced that the farming population of
Ontario wore not asking for Protec-
tion. They did not want it ; and lie
did not see why hon.gentlemen should
force on this class that for which they
did not ask. Nay, more; had there
been a solitary petition ever presented
to this House during this Parliament,
and the last five years, from the farm-
ers of any portion of Ontario, request-
ing Protection for themselves ? If such
a thing had taken place, he was not
aware of it. Then, upon what basis or
grounds did theso hon: gentlemen
base their arguments to the effect that
the farmers of Ontario were seeking-
Protection ? He, for bis part, did not
know. Moreover, at the different
meetings held, and at the pienies to
which the hon. member had referred,
that took place last year, he thought
that the leading gentlemen who at-
tendei them, would fail to remember a
single instance when Protection was
demanded by farmers. In bis own
county, during last summer, ho had
held six or eight meetings, at which
farmers were generally present, and,
in only one soeltary instance, had ho
met a single fariner who deisirod their
produce to ho protected. The farmers.
asked for nothing of the kind, nor
did they want it. The very
moment that this question was
brought before them, the answer
almost invariably was, that they
quite understood that the very moment
their produce was protected, the object
would be to levy heavier Customs.
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duties on other articles, which, instead
of benefitting thein, would take money
-out of their pockets. There was
another side to this question. They
nmust remember that almost every
constituen cy, and even the constituency
which the bon. gentleman represented,
as well as the one ho (Mr. Smith)
represented, contained, besides a
large number of farmers who
-were producers, a very large
nunber of people who were consum-
ers. They had towns and villages
iscattered over the country,; and in all
-of them there was more or less
manufacturing going on, and a greater
or less number of poor people. In all
these places the consumers numbered,
probably, as. many as the farmers
themselves; and certainly, if by levy-
ing these duties the prices of farm pro-
duce would be raised ; of course it would
have the effect of increasing the prices
of breadstuffs and the necessaries of
life to the consumer. He could say
that, not only the farmers of Ontario,
as far as ho understood, but also the
farmers of his own county, did not
want Protection. He knew that the
farmers were prosperous, and that, pro-
Lably, few people in Ontario lived more
-comfortably that the farmers of Onta-
rio. lt had been asserted in the House
that many of our farners had their
farins mortgaged ; but those with
whom this was the case, and who had
their furms encumbered in any way,
were, as a rule, the most thrifty they
had in Ontario. Comparatively few
had their farms mortgaged, ex-
cept for the purpose of purchasing
.other real property, so that, in this
matter, the farmers of Ontario asked
for no Protection whatever; and it
was just as well that they should be
understood on this point, and, perhaps,
the farmers in the House should ex-
press their views upon this question.
It was strange that no farmer in the
louse had ever advocated, touched
upon, brought up or advocated this
Protection. Reference was made to
the bringing of cattle through Canada
from Chicago to England. This was
the case ; but these cattle, in all pro-
bability, would corne through at any
rate. He did not know what would
be the affect if they could be brought
through in bond, as the hon. gentleman

MR. SMITH.

said, could be done. But what would
be gained by it ? They were now, in
a sense, brought through in bond. Ten
per cent. duty vas levied on cattle
coming int o Canada, but he was at a
loss to understand how that would be
gained if this duty was increased to
20 or 25 per cent. on cattle which were
brought from the far West, over our
great highways, whether by water or
by rail, or what would be put in the
farmers' pockets if this policy was
carried out. There was an argument
that had been used a good deal, not,
perhaps, in the House, but in other
places, in respect to our agricultural
implements. It was stated that the
agricultural implement makers con-
plained that there was a very heavy
duty on their implements if sent to tho
other side-40 or 50 per cent., while
the duty on such implements coming
in here was only 17- per cent. He
thought that if they looked into this
matter a little, as far as Ontario was
concerned, they would find that,
during the past year, there had
been brought into this Province
something like 29 mowing and reaping
machines, valued at $3,105; this was
a mere fraction of the number made in
this country, a more nothing, and it
could not affect the interests of the
large number of agricultu rali im plement
makers in Ontario. This number
woul(d scarcely give one quarter of a
machine for each county in the Pro-
vince. On the machines a duty of
$549 had been paid; and, supposing
they had been kept out of the country,
ho would bave been at a loss to under-
stand how this fact would have bene-
fitted even the manufacturers of these
implements. Be was very sure, how-
ever, that if they had been kept out,
this fact would not in any degree
wlatever have affected the interests of
the farming community.

MR. DAVIES said that about three-
fotrths of the population of
the small Province of Prince
Edward Island were engaged in agri-
cultural pursuits; and, therefore, if
Protection was a good thing for the
farmers of Ontario, he thought that it
would also be a good thing for the
farmers of Prince Edward 1 sland; but
the farmers down there were quite as
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weil aware that Protection would be of
no benefit to them as tho farmers of
Ontario, as the preceding speaker (Mr.
Smith) had reprosented. They had no
Protection at all in Prince Edward
Island. Isolated as they were, they
could not have any large manufac-
turcs, and so they confined themselves
pret ty much to raising agricultural
produce and rough manufactures. He
found, by looking over the statisties of
1876, that they exported that year
1,720,000 bushels of oats, besides sup
plying the neighbouring Provinces of
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia with
what they required, which was a very
considerable quanitity, as these Pro-
vinces did not grow enough for their
own consumption. Their farmers
knew perfectly well that the price in
Europe governed the price of their
oats, and the half-million bushels which
they sent to New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia had ro appreciable effect on the
market. The price rose and feul with
the quotations in England and France,
where they exported the largest
quantity; and the demand in Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and New-
foundiand had hardly any effect
on the price. Soinetimes, towards
the close of the season, when the
erop was exhausted, and a sudden
demand arose for smalL quantities,
they might have some little eteet on
it; but it had no effect at all on the
main export. They raised a very large
(alntity of potatoes. Their soil was
particularly adapted for this purpose;
and, if they had tbe market, they could
almost supply the Dominion with this
article, but they were shut out froin
Lhe United States market, in ordinary
sCasons, by a protective duty, and lence
their farmers had only produced to a
limited extent this root. le saw by
the returns for 1876, that they ex-
lorted 1,300,000 bushels of pototoes to
the United States, where the crop that
year happened to be very poor; and
the 'onisumers in the United States
had to pay the duty levied, 15c. a
bushel in gold, besides giving them a
very good price beside. But, in ordi-
lar'y years, this duty acted as a
PrOibitory duty, and thev could
fnot send potatoes to the United States.
They had quite a large export of eggs
to the United Statez, anDi t ey had no

Protection on this article. They could
send their dried fish to that country
and ihis gave them a choice of the
market, but a very lai ge proportion of
their fish went to the West Indies, and
England; last year they exported
10,000 quintals. Their farmers had a
slight Protection on pork, of which
they raised a large quantity. Before
the recent regulations were adopted,
the fishermen of Nova Scotia, who used
a great deal of pork, were allowed to
take it in bond to the fisheries; and ho
could not soe why this should not be
dono. It was rather hard to compel
the fishermen, who had no Protection,
to pay a duty of $2 a barrel on pork in
order to protect the farmers. They
were ship-builders and fishermen, be-
sides being farmers; and they only
manufactured small manufactures to
supply those other businesses. In
1876, they sold 36 ships, valued at
$327,000. Their shipwrights and ship-
builders had no lrotection at all. As
far as they were concerned, Free-trade,
pure and simple. would be the best
thing for then; as for the idea of their
farmers, by having a duty on oats or
any of these things, shipping them
u) here, was out of the question.
'he distance entirely prohibited it.

Bosides, the farmers of this )art of
Canada produced the same articles.
They could grow very good wheat but
it was not a safe crop; and therefore,
their farmers principally confined
themselves to other crops which were
certain ; and they would consider
it a great hardship if they were not
allowed to purchase the flour they re-
quired freely. It was quite true that
a very large proportion of it came
from ontario, for the people preferred
it to Ameriean flour, considering it
better and superior, and not so much
mixed. There were other things
which they were obliged to get in the
United States, on which they had no
Protection. Before they came into
Confederation, they obtained the
largest part of their manufactured
goods from England, but now that
market was supplanted in this relation
by the Dominion, whence they obtained
coarse tweeds, wooden ware, and boots
and shoes. On English goods a duty
of 17½ or 20 per cent. was levied ; and
in the natural course of trade, these
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articles now came from Dominion
manufacturers, for which theirfarmers
were taxed. They did not complain
(of a moderate incidental Protection.
They knew very well that it was desir-
able. although they themselves could
not,, from their insular position, manu-
facture largely, that manufactures
should be built up in this Dominion;
and hence they did not object to a
moderate incidental Protection. He
aimost thought that this Protection was
already too great, and that Canadian
manufacturers should be content wiLh
the Protection which they now enjoyed.
He saw that his hon. friend from
Queen's (Mr. Pope.) had changed his
opinion since last year on this subject,
but, perhaps, the policy of the Oppos.-
tion did not meai much. lie thought
that the readjustment of the tariff, if
the Opposition acceded to power,
would be so small as not to amount to
anything, though perhaps hon. gentle-
men opposite might not lose any
votes by this policy and catch a few.
He was, however, quite certain that
the people of the Maritime Provinces
were Free-traders. It was their interest
to be so, and they would find extreme
Protection a hardship in view of their
position by the sea, and the fact thrt
almost all their trade fowed into other
countries. They could not have a large
inter-provincial trade, and they would
not wish to be taxed to a greater extent
than was now the case. The present
taxation was just as much as the
people could bear. They were already
taxod to support the Federal Govern-
ment besides having local taxation.
They knew how bad times had been,
and ho thought that to add to the bu,-
don of taxation would be more than
the people, at the present time, could
endure. This was one reason why,
although they would like to sec the
Canadian Pacific Railway completed,
they feared that this would be more
than the circum.stances of a new coun-
try would permit. He was afraid that
his hon. friond from Queen's would
find it a hard matter to persuade his
constituents, unless he clearly defined
what this readjustment of the tariff
rneant, that his vote was right and pro-
per. If such readjustment meant a
large increase of the Customs duties,
and increased prices for their con-

Ma. DAVIES.

sumers, ho feared that the latter would
not relish this sort of thing.

Ma. POPE: I would suggest to the
hon. member that ho had botter speak
for himself.

Ma. DAVIES said he presumed that
he could criticise, to some extent, the
position which his hon. friend had
taken, more especially as the hen.
gentleman had, last year, voted in
the opposite direction. This year,
the hon. gentleman had changcd his
views. Of course hë had reason to
find fault with the hon. gentleman,who
would have to explain this change to
his constituents ; but ho was afraid
that the hon. gentleman could hardly-
do this satisfactorily, unliess lie coul I
convince them that this readjustment
of the tariff meant nothing. He had
watched pretty closely the proceed-
ings of this Governmont ; and ho
thought that their policy was a wise
one. They had lost no time in com-
pleting the survey of the Paciie Rail-
way; and they wore now able to judge
this question a little. The Island rail-
way was put up very hurriedly-in a
few weeks, indeed-without proper
plans or surveys; the result was that
it was the laughingstock of the Pro-
vinces. The railway was a very in-
ferior one, but they paid very dearly
for it. It was stated the other day
by another lon. momber that it was
desirable this survey should be extend-
ed to Peace River. He thought so
too, but he hoped the Government
would not lease that lino until they
had completed the survey. The policy
of the Government had been to push
on that work as far as their finances
would admit, but as, during the last
few years, there had been a great de-
pression of trade, perhaps they had
expended more money in this way
than their circumstances warranted.
The Province from which ho came
was adverse to any increase of tax-
ation, being of opinion that they had
quite enough to pay. The manufac-
turers had quite as much Protection
as they desired, and some of them
would bo glad to have a few per cent.
less.

MR. BURPEE
resolution before
professedly in the

(Sunbury) said this
the House was one
interest of the ftrmi-

[COMMOýNS.] Interests.



Interests. 1725

ers ; it referred entirely to the duty on
wheat and flour. The fact was that
the wheat-growing portion of the
Dominion was the sinaller portion, and
what might be for the interests of that

particular district might not bc for the
tenefit of other parts. He thought
that the question should be treated
from a Dominion standpoint, and that
no sectional policy should bc pursued
by the Government or by the House.
Atter the speech by the hon. member
for Peel, in answer to the remarks
made by the hon. member for Welling-
ton, lie need scarcely say anything on
the subject from the standpoint of On-
tario, which was the principal wheat-
growing portion of the Dominion.
The arguments adduced by the hon.
gentleman were unanswerable. le
had shown that what was asked would
not be in the interests of that portion
of the Dominion for which it was par-
ticularly demanded. The question had
taken a wide range. Hon. members
had dealt not only with the question
properly before the House, but with
the whole question of Free-trade and
Protection. The agricultural intorest
was one of great importance in
Canada; it was of the first impor-
tance. It was computed that the
value of farms and farm pro-
perty in the Dominion approaches
81,000,0O0,O00, while the annual
products approximated to something
over $200,000,000. The whole stock
or capital employod in manufactures
was stated by the last census as some-
thing under $80,000,000, which showed
the great preponderance of the agri-
cultural over the manufacturing inter-
ests. As one who had some knowledge
of farming, and as representing an
agri cultural constituency, his impres-
sion was that this proposal was not in
the interests of the farmers of the
Dominion, and would be received with
"o satisfaction, but with great disfavour
by the Province from which he (Mr.
Burpee) came. About 30,723 bushels
of corn were imported into New
Brunswick, 83,434 barrels of meal, and
61,216 of wheat flour, the aggregate
value of which amounted to $659,427,
according to the Trade Returns for
1876-7. In Nova Scotia they im-
Ported 105,976 bushels of corn, 136,294
tarrels of corn meal, and 121,039 bar-

rels of wheat flour, of an aggregate
value of $1,202,046. In Prince Edward
Island they imported 9,663 barrels of
corn meal, 16,225 of wheat flour, and
463 bushels of corn, the aggregate value
being $101,619 ; making altogether an
aggregate of these articles to the value
of 81,963,000 imported by the three
Maritime Provinces from the United
States. They might be asked why
they did not import their flour from
Canada ? The fact was they did im-
port the largest proportion of
wheat flour they used trom there,
but the nature of the trade
carried on between those Pro-
vinces and the United States, where
flour formed a return cargo for vessels
carrying our products to their markets
was such as to make it convenient and
profitable. Besides, the geographical
position of the country was such, and
the expense of transportation between
the Maritime Provinces and the West
so great, as to seriously interfere with
the importation of flour in Ontario.
Ou entering the Union, the people of
New Brunswick were led to believe
that intercolonial trade would be facili-
tated by the construction of the Bay
Verte Canal and the Intercolonial
Railway, by a commercial route. He
hoped he would not be called to order
il ho said something about railways in
this discussion, as the member for
King's, P. E. I., had been. Our Inter-
coloniai Railway had been located
rather from a military than a commer-
cial point of view, which increased the
distance and enhanced the transporta-
tion to New Brunswick. As yet,
water communication between the
Bay of Fundy and the West involved
the necessity of the long and dangerous
journey around Nova Scotia. They had
expected to have the canal across the
isthmus, and that an intercolonial
trade would spring up between the
Bay of Fundy and the Upper Pro-
vinces througn that means. This had
not been carried out. And in view of
these difficulties of' transportation it
would be very untair for Ontario to
impose a duty on flour. The old Na-
tional Policy inaugurated or, at least,
promoted by the hon. member for
Cumberland had the merit, or pre-
tended merit, of tending to encourage
intercolonial trade. He proposed to
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tax four, meal and coal. The resolu-
tion before the House had not that
merit; it was certainly a very narrow
and very objectionable one. If we
protect one industry, we must, in ail
fairness, protect the whole round of in-
dustries. To protect all would increase
the cost of living to all parties, and,
in effect, amount to no protection at ail.
In New Brunswick, the farmers de-
pended very much on the lumbering
interest. When the lumbering interest
floui ished, botter prices were obtained
by farmers than when the case was
otherwise. If, therefore, the interests
of the farmers were protected, the in-
terests of the lumbermen must be pro-
tected as well, and that was a problem
which hon. gentlemen opposite had
failed to solve. There were also other
interests similarly situated, and which
could not be protected, such as fishing,
ship building, etc. To enhance the
price of bread stuffs to those employed
in those industries, would only be to
add to burdons which were already t>o
great.

MR. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.): This
motion comes from the other side of
the House.

MR. BURPEE said he should have
been very much surprised if it had
come from the hon. gentleman who
had made the interruption. He was
not surprised that the hon. gentleman
should be a little uneasy about the
motion. He (Mr. Burpee) would feel
more at ease in voting against the
motion than the hon. gentleman would
in voting for it, in view cf the ap-
proaching electionr. The cry of Pro-
tection had not come from the farmers,
as had been well stated by the hon.
member from Peel. It was a notable
tact that the cry for Protection had
come from the manufacturers; and,
speakieg on behalf of the farmers of
the Maritime Provinces, ho might say
that they did not want Protection. In
order to strengthen this cry for Protec-
tion made by manufacturers, the inter-
ests of the farmer were dragged in.
Th cy attempted to induce farmers to
be lieve that if the price of aIl articles
w ere enhanced their interests would be
b enefitted. He Lad too high an opinion
of the intelligence of the farmers to
think them gullible enough to be de-

MR. BURPEE.

ceived by such sophistries. Another
cla s which seemed very anxions to look
after the interests of farmers was the
politicians who, in this House, chiefly
belonged to other professions. The
manufactures of this country were not
in a languishing state; as compared
with other countries they were in a
very satisfactory condition. The manu.
facturers of Canada wero botter in
circumstances than those of the United
States, and ho did not think there was
any necessity, on their behalf, to put a
further dutv on flour or to increase the
tariff, whici was already 17½ per cent.,
and with an additional 2½ per cent., as
the cost of importation would, amount
to 20 per cent. in ail, which ho con-
sidered quite enough Protection. Be-
fore the Union the tariff of New Bruns-
wick was 12J per cent., while that
of Nova Scotia was only 10 per
cent. Prince Edward Island had
also a low tariff, while Canada
had a tariff of 17½ to 20 per cent. In-
niediately before the Union, the tariff
of New Brunswick was raised to 15 per
cent., and that of Canada was lowered
to the same rate; since then the tariff
had been increased to its present rate.
He hoped that when trade had resumed
its normal condition, the revenue
would be such as would justify the
administration in reducing rather than
increasing the tariff, and in that way
lessen the burthens of the poople. An
hon. member from the other side of
the House, the member for Centro
Wellington, stated that the manufac-
turers would be satisfied with a tariff
of from 20 to 25 per cent. As one of
the representatives from the Lower Pro-
vinces, ho (Mr. Burpoe) believed such
a policy would be viewed with alarn
as most detrimental to their interests,
and against which, as well as the duty
on flour, ho would enter his most
emphatic protest.

MR. McCALLUM said hethought,
fron the arguments of some hon. ge-
tlemen on the opposite side, that they
came to the House not to represent
their constituents but to represelIt
themselves. He thought his hon. friend
from Centre Wellington deserved the
thaaks of the agriculturists of the
Dominion for looking after their inter-
ests in the House. It w.as ail very
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well if Free-trade cojild be got. It was
the duty of the House, however,to legis-
late not for the interests of the fishermen
of Prince Edward Island, or the lum-
bermen of New Brunswick exclusively,
but for the interests of the whole Dom-
inion. The lumber trade was not so
important a branch of industry as
agriculture, because lumberers merely
brought down the crops whieh had
been growing for hundreds of years.
Ile thought, indeed, we should husband
our resources in that respect, and in
years to come the lumber of this coun-
try would bring money. He would
like to see a re-arrangement of the
tariff, not to collect more money from
the people, but to place a duty on
articles which came into compotition
with our hom3 industries. He was
desirous that the farmer of the Pro-
vince of Ontario should send the
products of his farm to Nova Scotia,
and that the coal of Nova Scotia should
come into Ontario, as that would be a
means of encouraging provincial trade.
But sone members of the House had
said, " If you do that, you will be rob-
bing Peter to pay Paul, and robbing
Paul to pay Peter." If they did that,
however, nobody would bc robbed in
the end; those hon. gentlemen never
forgot besides that "Sam" stood out-
side and was robbing Peter and Paul
to the extent of 20c. on the dollar. He
contended that it was prejudicial to the
interests of the Dominion of Canada.
The more they conserved their own
trade and kept money in the country,
the greater encouragement would they
give to the agricultural and manufac-
turing interests of the country. It was
not by sending their wheat or their
flour 3,000 miles away, at a loss of 50c.
to 60c., that we would be so much
benefitted, but by preserving our home
markets. By keeping our own markets
open, employment would become more
plentiful and population would in-
crease. In the -United States, they had
adopted the wise policy of protecting
their manufacturing industries, and by
reducing the price of articles, causing
increased competition, so that the
nanufacturers of that country could,
after paying 171 per cent. duty,
slaughter some of their products in our
Inarkets and destroy our industries.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.

After Recess.
PRIVATE BILL.

THIRD READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
on Bill (No. 30) To grant certain pow-
ers to the Agricultural Mutual Assur-
ance Association of Canada, and to,
change its name as amended by Stand-
ing Committee on Banking and Com-
merce.--(Mr. Macmillan.)

Bill ordered to bo reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.
Bill read the third time and passed.

CANADIAN SOUTHERN RAILWAY COM-
PANY BILL.-[BILL No. 6.]

(Mr. Thomson, Wellani.)

SENATE AMENDMENTS CONCURRED IN.

MR. IIOLTON moved the second
reading of the amondments made by
the Senate to the Bill (No. 6) To au-
thorize and confirm the scheme of
arrangement of the Canada Southern
Railway Company.

MR. McDOJGALL (East Elgin)
moved the following amendment:

' That said amnendnents be not now read
a second tine and concurred in, but that the
second amendmient be amended by inserting
after the word 'in' inmediately before the
word ' Canada' in the 5th sectiun, the follow-
ing words : the town of St. Thoinas, in the-
County of Elgin, Province of Ontario."

MR. HOLTON said the amendment,
was out of order.

MR. SPEAKER: When a Bill comes-
down from the Senate, those amend-
ments can either be concurred in or
rejected altogether, or what are called
consequent amendments may be made
to them; that is, an amendment to the
amendment.

MR. LANGEVIN said the amend-
ment made by the Senate provided
that these workshops, etc., be located in
the Dominion of Canada. The hon.
member for Elgin moved that they be
located at a certain place in the Do-
minion of Canada. That motion was
a consequent amendment; an amend-
anent to the amendment made by the
Sonate.
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MR. HOLTON said they could not
propose, even as a consequent amend-
ment to the amendment of the Senate,
the reversal of the decision of this
Ilouse. The motion which the hon.
member for Elgin now proposed had
been made in this House, when in
Committee on the Bill, and had been
rejected, and, consequently, could not
now come up again as an amendment
to the amendment of the Senate.

MR. LANGEVIN said the hon. mem-
ber lor Elgin had made his motion in
amendment on the third reading of
of the Bill, and it had been rejected.
The Bill then passed the House and
went to the Senate. In the Senate,
suppose the hon. member for Elgin
had obtained the insertion of his
.amendment in the Bill, the Bill would
have come down with this amendment,
and the House would be again in a
position to vote upon it.

MR. HOLTON: When the Bill came
back we would have had an opportunity
of receding or insisting upon our pre-
sent vote. Instead of doing that, the
Senate bas made an amendment not at
all touching that action.

MR. SPEAKER: I recollect dis-
tinctlv that the lion. member raised
the question that the workshops and
offices should be at the town of St.
Thomas. The House passed upon that
and negatived the proposal positively.

Amendment read the first and second
times and agreed to.

SIJPPLY.-THE TARIFF.

Order for resuming adjourned debate
on Mr. Cartwright's motion for the
Hlouse to go again into Committee of
Supply, and of Mr. Brown's motion in
amendment thereto, read.

MR. McJALLUM said hon. members
might state that Protection had been
injurious to the United States, but he
thought otherwise. He should be glad
to see the day when this dountry would
be in such a prosperous condition as
the United States was to-day. He
should be glad to see thedaywhen this
country would produce, both in manu-
factured articles and in agricultural
products, enough to support our own
people and have a large balance to sell

MR. LANGEVIN.

to the world, so that we might have
the balance of trade in our favour.
Hon. gentlemen had said a great deai
about the depression in the United
States; but what vas the fact ? That
country, this last year, after having
produced sufficient for its own people,
had sold to other countries a balance of
$16r),000,000 worth beyond what they
bought from other countries. We in
Canada, on the other hand, had not
produced sufficient to support our-
selves, and it was the old story, which
was to bc found in " David Copperfield,"
that, as long as we expended more
than we produced, we must go to ruin ;
that, with an income of one pound and
an expenditure of 19s. 9d., the result
was perfect happiness; but the ex-
penditure of 3d. over the. income re-
sulted in perfect misery. Hon. members
said that over-production was worse
than over-importation. le differed
from them, because, if they produced
more than they consumed, they had
the people employed in producing it;
but if they imported more than was
necessary for consumption, more than
they had the money to pay for, they
ran the country into debt,-that was if
theyever intended to pay it. But hon.
gentlemen said they never intended to
pay it. Of course, it would be said
that if they put a duty on flour they
would raise the price of bread stuffs,
and consequently the price of bread to
the poor man. le was not so sure of
that, but admitting it for the sake of
argument, if they did that, would they
not give him employment? Wasit not
better that a man should pay $10 a
barrel for flour if he got $2 a day for
work than that he should pay a lower
price if he only reoceived 50c. a day?
The 'United States, from 1860 to 1870,
had increased their population some
20 per cent. or 25 per cent. while in
this country, notwithstanling all the
money spent on immigration, our popu-
lation during that time only increased
about 18 per cent. If they left out the
immigration, they would find that our
increase in that time was less than
1:4 per cent. or 1 per cent. a year.
That was not the natural increase Ot
the population of this country. But
we were a feeder to the United States,
because we could not giveemployment
to our o wn people; and they, therefore,
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sought it in the United States, and
there manufactured and produced those
very articles which we ought to produce
in this country. He would have much
preferred that the hon. gentleman who
had introduced this motion should
have included in it all the other articles
which needed Protection. Why was
this motion made ? Were these gen-
tlemen going back on the Government
that they had been supporting for four
years ? They now told the Govern-
ment, a We have no confidence in you;
we wish to put our house in order;
an election is coming on, and the far-
mers of Ontario know that the Gov-
ernment is not doing what is right."
That was the effect of this motion.
These gentlemen wished, by this one
vote, to make their peace with the
people of this country, and to have all
the sins which they had committed
during the last five years condoned.
If the resolution did not mean that, it
meant nothing; but he would tell the
hon. gentleman that death-bed repent-
ance was not the best kind of repent-
ance, and that, as far as he had read,
there was only one instance on record
where any man had obtained forgive-
ness at the eleventh hour. He would
have liked to sec coarse grains included
in this motion. He was a farmer,
although he also carried on other busi-
ness, and he could speak feelingly. It
had been said that they ought to pro-
teet the lumbermen. He had been a
lumberman as well as a farmer, and
he knew that corn coming into this
country came in contact with the
coarse grains of the farmer. When
these coarse grains rose above a cer-
tain price, corn came in and knocked
down that price. What encourage-
ment was there to-day to till the soil ?
The Finance Minister said that his only
hope was the settlement of the wild
lands and the natural increase of
the country, but if he allowed
the Americans to come in here
With their products free of duty,
what encouragement was there
to settlement ? If a farmer had a small
crop, he wanted a good price for it;
but he could not get it, because produce
came in from the United States and
knocked down the price. He (Mr.
McCallum) would vote for this motion,
though it did not contain all that he
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wanted. The member who had secondod
it had voted against the same thing
before. Although this was not all that
was wanted, it was a part of it. These
gentlemen knew their motion could
not carry, because the people of the
Maritime Provinces must vote against
it, as it gave them no equivalent. They
desired to raise the cry that, if the
tariff were enforced, more money
would be taken out of the people. But
they did not want more money than
could bc legitimately expended. The
re-arrangement of the tariff did not
imply that more money would be
taken from the people than was now
taken; but, if they included the agri-
cultural, the manufacturing, and the
mining interests, they would offer en-
couragement to the people of the
Lower Provinces, as well as to those of
Ontario and Quebec. He would vote for
the motion, although he was satisfied
it would not carry. If it did carry,
perhaps hon. gentlemen opposite would
cross to the Opposition side of the
House; and then the present Opposition
could re-arrange the tariff-as he ex-
pected to see them do shortly-so as
to do justice and give fair play to
every industry in the country.

MR. GIREENWAY said that, coming
from an agricultural constituency, he
might naturally be supposed to have
an interest in agriculturists. The
House had before it for once a motion
by which it was proposed to benefit
one particular interest. If there was
anything in Protection, he thought
this was the true way to get at the
matter; but he could not understand
how the farmers were to be benefitted
by Protection, The first clamour for
Protection hýd come from the manu-
facturers. They were now told that
Protection did not mean an increase in
the price of the articles protected, and
the hon. member for Centre Wellington
(Mr. Orton) had told them that it
would not increase the price of manu-
factured goods, but it would increase
the price of agricultural productions.
He (Mr. Greenway) could not under-
stand that argument. The hon. gen-
tleman had gone on to show by some
figures that the high protective tariff
of the·United States had had the effect
of increasing the price of agricultural
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products there, while previously he
had stated that Protection to manufac-
turers did not increase the price. If it
werc true that Protection in the
United States had increased the price
of agricultural products 25 per cent.,
what had the Canadian larmers to fear
from the importation of those pro-
ducts. He did not thiuik the trade
question, as viewed by hon. gentlemen
on the Opposition side, would bear a
thorough scrutiny. If their proposals
meant anything, they meant Protec-
tion ta the manufacturers and a
higher price for the goods they manu-
factured. He did not understand the
argument that Protection would not
inti case the price of goods. But, he
-could easily understand how thefarm-
ing community, the consumers of this
country, could be deprived of going
into the cheapest market to buy cer-
tain kinds of goods which thoy now
went there to buy if the policy of the
Opposition were to be carried out. He
could mention several kinds of goods
to which this remark would apply.
For exan 1)le, we went to the American
market to buy cut nails, an
article whichr entered into everyday
consunpt ion. They obtained a good
article, which had driven the manu-
Jactures of Pillow, liersey & Co., of
Moitrcal, out of the market, for a num-
ber of ycars, though sucb was not the
case at present, because the American

,article was of much better quality. If
it was desirous to protect that interest,
the people would be compelled to use
an inferior vrticle, and to pay the price
which Canadian manufacturers thought
proper to charge, and be deprived of
going to the United States for such
articles. Other goods might be cited,
such as axes, cutlery, etc., but it was
not necessary to enumerate them. The
people in the western portion of the
,country Lad had an example of what
high protective duties would do for
them. He referred to coal oil. A
high protective duty was placed on
that article, which resulted in " rings "
being formed; and when the price of
-oil in Cleveland ranged from 10e to
17c. per gallon, we were paying, on
aeount of that high protective tariff,
from 10c. to 45c. Last Session, the
-Government reduced that duty. It
vas stated, however, that under the

MR. GREENWAY.

existing law, "rings " could be forned
equally as dangerous as those which pre.
viously existed. That was not the case.
The reduction of the duty had been ad-
vantageous, and the price of coal oil
had been reduced to 20c. and 25c. per
gallon. Suppose the argument was
correct, that it was possible, by im-
posing high protective duties, to
increase the price of agricultural pro-
ducts, the necessaries of life would be
increased in price, according to the
calculation of the hon. member for
Centre Wellington (Mr. Orton) to the
poor people, who formed the majority
of population, because this was a new
country, and not much wealth was
distributed through it. The adoption
of such a policy would, moreover, in-
troduce a wrong principle, that of
making this a dear country to live in
instead of a cheap one. What Protec-
tion did hon. gentlemen opposite offer
to the poor labouring man ? These
was a class of the people who, although
the Opposition, in all their resolutions,
had endeavoured to embrace every
class, had been omitted. lie thouglit
the reasoning of the hon. member for
Centre Wellington with regard to the
losses sustained by the flarmers of
this country, was very remarkable.
le supposed that the farmers
lost 5c. per bushel on his
wheat on account of the com-
petition of the American articles,
which came in duty free. He next
took cattle, and estimated that each'
farmer sold two annually and lost $10
per head, on account of the duties.
A ecording to th at reasoning, the farmer
lost more on the cattle than on the
wheat, which was not affected. Ac-
cording to that argument, $63 was lost
to each farner's family. If the poor
man was called upon to pay 25 per
cent. more for the necessaries of life,
$100 might )e added to the cost of the
support of each family. After the
hon. member for Centre Wellington
had laboured to show the necessity to
us of the markets of the United States,
he wound up his remarks by declaring
that we could live without the Amen-
can people. He agreed with the hon.
gentleman, and thought the sooner W6
began to understand this matter thor-
oughly, the better it would be for our-
selves. He did not view tie abrogation
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of the Reciprocity Treaty as an un-
mixed evil, because the people of
Canada had been led to look to other
markets, and they were finding other
markets for their products. It was
not, therefore, necessary that we should
look to the United States, or that we
should regulate our tariff by the tariff
of that country. It behoved us to look
to our own interests. If the resolution
before the Hoeuse meoant anything, it
ipcnaint to make the poor man in the
0 lying dis tricts of the Dominion to

pay more for the necessaries of life,
-without giving to the farmer of On-
tario any advantage. He could un.
derstand an hon. member offering a
resolution in favour of imposing a duty
on Indian corn. Such a proposal
might, at first sight, seem plausible;
but the hon. member, unfortunately
for hinself, had referred to a gentle-
man who was engaged in exporting
cattle to the Old Country, who had
declared that if the Canadiaus, if ex-
pected to compete successfully with
the western agriculturists of the
United States in raising cattle for the
English market, they must use In-
dian corn: and if that were true
-and he had heard the same
statement from other quarters-they
must obtain the corn for feeding stock
as cheaply as possible. It was an un-
deniable thct that in many localities in
the Dominion, wheat had been grown
to such an extent that farmers would
bave to look to stock-raising for their
profits. They were told that the ex-
portation of live stock to Great Britain
was a very remunerative business, and
Canadian farmers would no doubt
engage in it to a large extent. In
many districts they would be com-
pelled to turn their attention to that
branich of farming, and they would re-
quire Indian corn for their stock. Lt
was palpable that the people in certain
localities required Indian corn, for this
was not a corn-growing country ; and
as they wished to obtain it as cheaply
as possible, ihey did not desire a duty
to be placed upon it. It was a mistake
to suppose that the farmers were

'clamouiing for Protection; they
neither desired it nor asked it, and he
believed it % as the greatest mistake
which the Opposition party could com-

'i'nit, to raise the cry of protecting the
1091

industries of this country. It was
amusing to notice the different policies
advocated by those hon. gentlemen
fron the same stand point, some ndvocat-
ing a retaliatory policy, others urging a
reciprocal tariff. The absurdity of talk
ing about retaliation at once appeared
when they considered the trifling
amount of Indian corn imported into
Canada as compared with the wbole
export from the United States. What
effect could the imposition of a duty of
20c. per bushel on the 5,000,000
bushels imported into the Dominion
have on the legislation of the United
States, when the total export was
200,000,000 bushels ? It could have no
influence whatever. He believed the
policy which the Government had pur-
sued was the true one in the interests
of Canada. He believed that endeavour-
ing to make this a cheap country to
live in, and trying to give the poor
people the necessities of life
as cheaply as possible, was the
true principle on which to act;
and the Government deserved the
thanks of the people, that they had
been enabled to withstand the pressure
brought to bear in order to induce
them to protect certain manufacturing
industries. The adoption of a protec-
tive policy was the greatest mistake,
from a national stand point,
that could possibly be made.
It was well known that the
tendency of young people was to get
away from work, and the cry about
Protection, and making people rich by
Act of Parliament, increased that ten-
dency. He repeated that the Protec-
tion ciy was the greatest mistake that
could be perpetrated by any party,
and he believed that when the ques-
tion was submitted to the farmers, as,
no doubt, it would be at an early day,
it would be found that the Govern-
ment would be sustained by a sweep-
ing maj'rity.

MR. OLIVER said his only excuse
for offering a iew remarks on that im-
portant subject was that he repiesented
an agricultural constitueney. The
hon. member for Centre Wellington
(Mr. Orton), in the course ot his re-
marks, had stated that English indus-
tries had been protected until they
were able to cempete with the whole
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world, and then Free-trade was adopted
by that country. -He had obtained a
statement respecting the duties that
were imposed upon importations of
certain manufactured articles into
Great Britain in 1843, and he would
read the schedule for the purpose of
comparing the duties there referred to
with those existing in Canada at the
present time. In 1843 the duty on
manufactured articles of all kinds was
15 per cent.; leather, 15 per cent.;
cotton manufactures, 10 per cent. ;
linen, 15 per cent.; earthenware, 10
per cent. Those were the protective
duties in force in England in 1843, and
under those duties it was alleged that
English manufactures flourished to
such an extent they were able
to compete with the whole
world. The preisent Canadian duties
on the same articles were 17 per
cent. He submitted that if English
manufacturi ng establishment flourished
under a duty raging from 10 per cent.
to 15 per cent. to such an extent that
tbey were enabled to compete with
the whole world, the fact that the
Canadian duties were, at present,
higher than they were in England at
the time referred to (1843), established
the proposition that Canadian manu-
facturing industries should be able to
flourish and compete with the world
now.

MR. COLBY : That was a year after
the duties were reduced.

MR. OLIVER: 1843 was considered
one of the protective periods ; and it
was not until 1853 that the Free-trade
policy was inaugurated.

Mi. COLBY : The low duties com-
menced in 1874.

Mu. OLIVER said the following
statistics would show what English
manufacturers had accomplished since
that period. The exports of cotton
manufactures in 1843 amounted to
£14,000,000 sterling ; and in 1875,
under a period of Free.trade, to
£58,500,000. The exports of leather
were £400,000 in 1843 ; and £3,018,000,
in 1875 ; linen manufactures exported
in 1843 were £2,351,000, and in 1875,
amounted to £7,272,000 ; woollen
manufactures exported in 1843
£5,185,000, and in 1875 21,659,000.

MR. OLIVER.

Earthenware at that time. 1843,
£555,000, and in 1875 £1,858,000;
metals of all kinds exported in 1843,
were valued at £4,410,000, and in 1875
£39,270,000. He thought that these
comparisons proved, two things: (1)
that if the British manufacturing estab-
lishments flourished under the Protec-
tion they were afforded at the time to
such an extent as was stated, then there
was no difficulty whatever in the Cana-
dian manufacturers arriving at the
same position; (2) that the manufac-
tures of these goqds had increased
enormously since the era of Free-trade
commenced, and that the exportation
of these manufactures had increaaed
beyond the most sanguine expectations
of anyone wbo lived at that time. He
was very glad indeed that they had
before the House one amend ment which
they could fully comprehend. This
was a motion which would be under-
stood by the people of this courtry,
and when the vote was being taken he
apprehended that at all events a few of
the gentlemen who had asked for
Protection to all the manufacturing
and agricultural interests of the coun-
try would h found voting against this
motion. On the whole, it was pro-
bably well far the House and country
that they had before them a resolution
which they could fully understand.
He would vote against this motion for
one or two reasons. In the first place,
even if be were in favour of protecting
the agricultural products of this coun-
try, this was not the proper time to
propose a measure of this kind. Hon.
gentlemnen knew that the United
States Congress was now engaged in
revising the tariff ; and it would not
be advisable to change our tarif
until we saw what alterations the
Americans proposed making in
theirs. If there should be a
disposition on the part of our neigh-
bours across the line to lower the
tariff on natural products of this
country going in there, it would be
an unwise policy to alter the regula-
tions on that matter in force in this
country-at least until the result of
the present deliberations of the United
States Congress was madeknown. They
knew that the attempt was made veryre--
cently to guard against smuggling, and
that a duty was put upon malt coming.
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in here from the United States, in this
relation, during the past year; but the
effect of this, in the United States, was,
that an attempt was there made before
a Committee -of Congress to double
the duty on malt going into that
country. It was one of the greatest
fallacies that any man could imagine
to suppose that we could force the
people of the United States to give us
reciprocity by placing higher duties
on those classes of their products
which were imported into Canada; and
to imagine that a country with only
four millions of people could compel
the United States, a vast c9untry with,
ut least, 40 odd millions, to give reci-
procity by a measure of this kind, was,
he thought, the greatest folly that
could be entertained or spoken of by
any one. This was one of the reasons,
though not by any means the only one,
why he would vote against this mo-
tion. He was entirely opposed to any
measure of that character. There was
a time in the history of this country
when, perhaps, such a policy as was
now proposed, might have done some
good. He saw the hon. member for
West Hastings (Mr. Bowell) smiling
across the floor of the House, and he
knew very well why.

MR. MITCHELL: The cap fits.

MR. OLIVER said there was a time
when a measure of this kind-when
we had fuill control of thQ navigation
of the St. Lawrence, and of our fisher-
ies and everything that related to the
Canadian people-would, perhaps, have
done soine good. In fact they were posi-
tively sure of this, because when we
had reciprocity with the United States,
we knew that it was in consequence of
our fisheries; and if we now had full
control of them, and of the navigation
of our waters, there might be some
sense in a movement of this sort; but
we had now nothing in Canada that
the people of the United States cared
very much about. Of course, they
wanted to sell us as many goods as
Possible, and to buy every article which
we had they required; and it was
desirable that this should continue.
His next reason for opposing this
measure was, because it would injure
the millers in Canada. He could
prove this statement. He saw his

hon. friend from South Leeds (Mr.
Jones) smiling at this; but the hon.
gentleman knew that the purchase
of Canadian wheat for export was an
advantage to the millers in Canada,
and that there was an arrangement
between the millers of this country
and the owners of steamships that con-
veyed the grain across the Atlantic,
that the latter should carry the raw
material to England at a less rate than
the manufactured material. Read the
discussions which took place before
the Millers' Association some two years
ago, and hon. gentlemen would find it
stated by the millers that the mer-
chants who bought the raw material in
Canada could carry it to England at a
less rate per 1001b. than if it was
manufactured, so that those who
bought wheat in this country for ex-
portation could pay a trifling shade
more for it than if they were going to
manufacture it, and, as a consequence,
our millers had to supplement the
amount of wheat they bought here
with Western wheat. If they stopped
the importation of the latter, and if
our millers were compelled to depend
entirely on the purchase of wheat in
Canada, they would cripple the mill-
ing industry in this country, and the
millers would not be able to keep their
establishments running through the
whole year. As a consequence, he
maintained that if they crippled our
milling industry, they destroyed the
Canadian marketand toolk the millers'
agents out of the market. He, who
only sent the raw material to Eng-
land, purchased the wheat of the
Canadian people, so that if they put
an import duty on wheat, they would
injure our millers, and, as a conse-
quence, the Canadian market and the
Canadian farmer too. But, was it a
fact that an import duty, if put upon
wheat, would increase its price ? His
hon. friend the member for Centre
Wellington (Mr. Orton) had made a
great many assertions during the
course of his speech; but, ho would
submit it to hon. members whether
one single assertion had been substan-
tiated by anything like proof. He
had not heard a single proof adduced
by the hon. gentleman sufficient to
justify the statements he had made.
Was it a fact that even if they placed
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a duty of 25c. a bushel on American
wheat imported into Canada, that such
an act would increase the price of
Canadian wheat ? He held that it
could not do so. This was a principle
laid down, which could not be moved;
and it mattered not, so far as the
Canadian farmer was concerned,
whether the twenty-five millions of
bushels of wheat that went from the
United States to England passed
through the United States or Canada.
The British people required about one
hundred million of bushels of wheat
every year more than they raised
themselves; and this wbeat came
from every part of the world where a
supply of wheat was raised, and it was
paid fbr and consumed in England. Our
small quantity, about four millions of
bushels, usually went over to England,
but it made a very small part of the
one hundred million bushels required
there. If all this grain were to flow
through Canada, it would not change
the price of Canadian wheat one
cent. Our wheat, the American
wheat and the Russian wheat was
sert to England; thus the wheat
from tiese three countries was put
into competition in the English mar-
ket, and, according to the price paid
there for that wheat, which was car-
ried from all parts of the world, so was
the price paid in the country wheuce
it was imported.

MR. BOWELL: What has that to
do with it ?

MR. OLIVER said that it had a very
great deal to do with it. There was
proof positive that an import duty
would not increase the price of Cana
dian whcat, while it would destroy
our carrying trade and render
our public works less productive
than they were at the present time.
What was the use of enlarging the
Welland Canal, of deepening and im
proving the navigation of the St. Law-
rence canals, and ot improving the
navigation of the St. Lawrence itself,
if we were going to put a stop to the
importation of American wheat? Did
they ever see a man building a magni-
ficent establishment for the sale of
goods, and when ho had completed it
place a toll-gate at the door to keep
people from entering? Why, it would

MR. OLIVE.

ho just as wise as to build the Welland
Canal and thon to levy prohibitive
tolls on everything that we expected to
pass through it and the other canals
too. Another reason why he opposed
this motion was, because it was taken
as a first instalment of a general pro-
tective measure. It was entering the
thin edge of the wedge, and tbis would
not satisfy the gentleman who advo-
cated Protection. They must have
protection on coarse grains, and manu-
factured goods coming into Canada;
this was a step in that direction, and,
because of this fact, hon. gentlemen in
the House would vote for it. It was
also true, as had been well said by bon.
gentlemen that evening, that this was
an attempt to delude the farmers of
this country. It was a deliberate at-
tempt to do so. The farmers had not
asked for this measure. He requested
the hon. member for South Welling-
ton to point out any body of farmers
that bad done so, and to showhim any
organization of farmers that had de-
manded it. They had heard, a year
ago, that 100,000 Grangers w ere to
petition the House for this measure;
but, when it was discussed on the floor
of the House, and the Grangers knew
its object, those that had signed the
petition had their names removed
from it. He repeated, without hesita-
tion, that this was a deliberate attempt
to delude our farmers. The origin of
this movement lay with the manufac-
turers, who well knew that if they
could induce the farmers to assist them
in securing Protection, they would
get it; until the farmers were able to
do so, they would get no Protection.
What they were attempting to do, was
to try and make the farmers believe
that Protection would benefit them,
and that the manufacturers woulci not
raise the price of their goods if Protec-
tion was accorded, thereby stating what
they knew to be utterly fallacious. In
the first place, it was a fallacy to say
that Protection would benefit the far-
mer; and to pretend that they would not
raise the price of their goods with Pro-
tection, was something more than a
fallacy. The iranufacturers in this
country were not fools, and if they had
the opportunity, they would raise the
price of their manufactures. They
would indeed be foolish if they did not
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do so; and the only object they could
have in asking for Protection, was to
effect this. The consequence of Pro-
tection would be that the farmers
would not get one cent more for their

products, while they w iuld have a great
deal more to pay for the articles tbey
purchased. -He opposed this measure
again because, if it was brought about,
it would be breaking faith with the
people of the Maritime Provinces,who,
when they came into the Union were
promised that the tariff would be re-
duced. Consequently, the tariff in
1866 was lowered from 20 to 15 per
cent., while these people raised por-
tions of their tariff to 15 per cent. It
so remained until the necessities of
th- country demanded an increase to
17J per cent.; and if protoction was
granted on manufactured goods
and breadstuffs in excess of what the
country demanded, in order to carry
on its affairs, this would be breaking
faith with the Lower Provinces. He
believed, also, that it would tend in a
very great degree, to weaken the
Union between us and those Provinces
at the present time. le was not only
amazed to find hon. gentlemen from
those Provinces, who had to take
tleir wheat and flour elsewhere,
advocating a measure of this kind, but
he was amazed to see one hon. gentle-
inan go farther, and vote for this
policy the other day. A year ago this
hon, gentleman voted on the other
side of the question, but this year he
had voted for Protection on wheat and
flour and other articles. This policy
would be injurious to our Union. If
we brought about bad feeling between
the Maritime Provinces and the
Stronger Provinces in the West, it
would be very unfortunate. So far as
he was concerned, and he believed he
understood the sentiments from bis
Section of the country, they were not
disposed to do this. His hon. friend
from Monck (Mr. McCallum) spoke a
great deal about the balance of trade.
They would imagine by this that every
country that purchased more than it
sold, was bankrupt. He would just ask
the hon. gentleman to look at the bal-
ance of trade against England for the
last number of years, and yet England
was the richest country in the world.
She wasthe.centre of all the commercial

transactions of the world. She was the
centre of all the banking and monotary
institutions of the world; and the bal-
ance of trade had been against that
country to the extent of over
£100,000,000 stg. during the last
number of years.

MR. JONES (South
that include bullion ?

MR. OLIVER: That
of trade.

Leeds): Does

is the balance

Ma. BOWELL: Answer the ques
tion. Does that includo bullion ?

MR. OLIVER said that this fact
was laid down in the English books.
If it was a tact, then, that every country
which bought more than it exported
was a bankrupt country, then England
had been bankrupt for many years.
le had always been led to believe that
England was the wealthiest, most
prosperous and most civilized 2ountry
on the face of the earth. The Austra-
lian Provinces were, perhaps, in pro-
portion to their population, the most
wealthy of all the colonies belonging to
Great Britain, and yet they had a bal-
ance of trade against them. Did any
hon. gentleman mean to tell him that
although there had been a balance of
trade against this country for twenty
years, that it was poorer now than
twenty years ago. A person who could
see or rend anything must corne to the
conclusion that this epuntry had added
to its wealth enormously every year.
Yet, according to the logic of hon.
gentlemen opposite, our country had
been retrograding every yoar since
there was a balance of trade against us.
There were one or two other matters
to which he would refer. A great
deal of stress had been laid upon the
larger importations of wheat and coarse
grains into this country. Now, as an
illustration of the views which he held
on this subject, he would submit the
following. A certain miller, who car-
ried on business in the town where he
resided, and handled for manufacturing
purposes 1.000 bushels of oats every
twenty-four hours, was forced to sup-
plement largely the oats he could pur-
chase in the local markets by others
from the Westcrn States of America.
Now, if that miller was prevented from
going to the Western States for his

Su-pply- ( APRat 5, 1878.)



1736 Supply-

oats by the imposition of a duty on
that imported grain, the price of oats
in his own town would be reduced. To
prove this statenient he need only
state that , two years ago, the same
person's mill was buined down, and,
in consequence, it was unnecessary
for him to enter the market as a pur-
chaser, the price of oats fell 5c. per
bushel. [f, therefore, his establish-
ment were shut up altogether, or if he
removed to another place where the
raw material could be had in unlimited
quantities, the price of oats would be
reduced. He would like to refer to
the discussion whieh had taken place
with regard to stock. It had been
stated by hon. gentlemen opposite that
the duty on stock imported into this
country ought to be increased from 10
to 20 per cent. Now, he would like
to quote a few figures with the viow
of elucidating whether that should be
done or not. The total number of
horses imported into the Dominion
during the year 1876-7 was 1,465, of
which 1,029 went to Manitoba and
British Columbia, and the remainder,
420, to the other Provinces; the total
number exported was 8,341. The
number of horned cattle im-
ported into Manitoba and British
Columbia for the same period, was
5,998, while 2,058 went to the other
Provinces, making a total of 8,055;
the number exported was 24,127. Of
sheep, 11,500 were imported into
British Columbia and Manitoba; to the
other Provinces 117, making a total of
11,617; and the total number exportea
was 209,899. It would be seen from
these figures that the amount of stock
coming into the old Provinces was
very small indeed, and that the great
bulk went to Manitoba and British
Columbia. These were the very Pro-
vinces we wanted to populate, and,
with that object in view, we were
building a railroad and opening up
communication with other parts of the
country. Thousands of immigrants
were pouring in there from across the
Atlantic, from the United States, and
.also from other parts of Canada. Why,
then, should we seek to make these
people pay more than 10 per cent. on
the stock they took into that country ?
It was curious logic to talk of encout -
£ging immigration, and at the same

MR. OLIVER.

time advocate a policy that would
retard settlement. He could under-
stand why the present duty of 10 per
cent. sbould be abolished, but he could
not comprehend why anyone should
seek to increase it. Why were
Canadians, Americans and the
people of the British Isles
going to these new Provinces ?
In order that they might find a home
there for themselves. Was it, then,in
the interest of these people tG place
an import duty on what they required
most. If all the stock imported into
British Columbia and Manitoba was
sent from Ontario and Quebec, the
duty of 10 per cent. might be more
excusable, because some part of the
Dominion might be benefitted. But
that stock had to be brought from
the United States, and to adopt the
policy which was proposed, would
retard the settlement of these two
Provinces. It was a principle laid
down by everyone who understood
anything about trade, about the export
and import of cereals, that, wben a
country which raised less than was
necessary for its own wants increased
the duty on imported corn, the price
of bomne-grown corn was largely in-
creased. He held, therefore, that if
the duty on imported barley was re-
duced, the price of American barley
coming into this country would be
lowered, while that of the Canadian
article would not be increased. That,
he thought, was a correct principle. To
prove the opposite, an illustration was
given by a certain bon. gentleman.
"l iee," said they, " is a farmer who
bas a farm on this side and another
on the American side of the lino; he
loses 15c. per bushel on the barley
raised in Canada." He held that to be
incorrect; because, if the duty was
taken off, the price of barley on the
Canadian side would remain the same,
while that raised on the American side
would be reduced by 15c. per bushel.
[f the principle held good in the case
of the importation of corn, it held good
also in this instance. Though a duty
of O0c. a bushel was put on corn comng
into this country, yet it would not, 111
the slightest degree, affect the Chicago
market, or the price of the 200,000,000
busiels exportel from New York, a
large proportion of which found its way
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into the markets of Great Britain.
le would ask any reasonable man,
who knew anything of the subject,
if 100,000,000 bushels more wheat was
required to feed the people of England
than could be raised there, whether in
the event of the tariff being increased,
the farmers of Enûgland would not get
a better price for their products than
they received now. If, therefore, the
duty was taken off Canadian barley, it
would nlot alter the case in the slight-
est. He was rather amused by the
remarks of bis bon. friend from South
Victoria,who made an elaborate calcula-
tionwith the view of showing that by
not imposing a certain amount on
articles coming into this country we
lost so much, and that we also lost the
duty imposed by the Americans on
Canadian produce going into that
country. Now, it was perfectly plain
that if we paid the duty on articles
imported into this country from the
United States, the consumer there also
paid the duty, charged by this Govern-
ment, on articles imported into that
country from Canada. Who paid the
duty on barley, from the time it was
put into the soil, till it was converted
into ale or beer ? Surely it was the
consumer. The same rule held good
with regard to every other artielo of
trade. The person who wore goods of
English manufacture had to pay the
duty thereon, and the dlaty on sugar
was paid by him who used it. If hon.
gentlemen opposite imagined they
could delude the farmers of this
country they were very much mis-
taken. lie cculd name, in bis own
county, a dozen moderate Conserva-
tives, who, although in the habit of vot-
ing for the Conservative candidate, had
declared to him that in consequence of
the policv adopted by the right hon.
Member for Kingston and bis followers,
thev would not support that party at
the next election. In fact, he had not
met a single Reformer, and certainly
very few Conservatives, in the section
(f the country where he lived, who
would vote for a protective tariff as
PIOposed by the motion on which the
House divided a few days ago. No
Poiey which could be adopted would
Prove more ruinous to the people of
this country than that advocated by
hon. gentlemenu opposite. He would

vote against the motion if it was en-
larged and against every proposition
which had for its objeet the protection
of any manufacturing establishment
in this country, for he considered that
they had sufficient protection at the
present time. Take $1,000 worth of
goods manufactered in this country
and $1,000 worth manufactured in the
United States, and what advantage
had the Canadian manufactiirer over
the American ? The American had to
laydown his goods in Canadaat a price
of $1,175, thus giving to the Canadian
manufacturer a direct bonus of $175
on every $1,000 worth he manufactur-
ed. If that was not enough for the
manufacturers of Canada, then he
would say the sooner theywere weeded
out the better. Such Protection was
quite enough for any business con-
ducted on true commercial principles,
by persons possessed of a reasonable
amount of capital. In illustration of
this, he, at the last election, instanced
the case of a flourishing establishment,
in bis own county-an instance which
was laughed at by hon. gentlemen op-
posite. That establishment, however,
was conducted on true commercial
principles, and the result was that a
dividend of twenty-eight per cent.
had been declared. If every manu-
facturing establishment was conduct-
ed in the same way, there would be
no necessity for additional Protection
-a Protection which would amount
to taking money out of the farmers'
pockets. Iistead of that money going
into the hands of the Receiver-Gen-
eral, it would go into the pockets of
the manufacturers-a poliey which
would be ruinous to the best interests
of the country, and which he would
certainly vote against.

Mr. LITTLE said he was not in any
way surprised atthe motion introduced
by the hon. the members for West
Hastings and Durham. It was the first
fruit of an endeavour springing from
his side oftthe House to protect ini some
measure the interests of half a million
of our people; it was the first instal-
ment of tribute paid in this House to
the eloquence and ability of their right
hon. leader the member for Kingston
(Sir John A. Macdonald) iii bis advo-
eacy of a revision of the tariff, a revi-
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sion in which every interest in the
Dominion shonld be cared for and pro-
tected. When he (Mr. Little, saw two
such very pronounced supporters of
the Government driven by the force of
public opinion to say at last, that the
Ministry were acting unjustly in dis-
regarding the wishes of the people, as
was implied in the introduction of this
motion, he felt there was strong assur-
ance that many who had hitherto sup.

prted the Government would do so no
onger. These two hon. gentlemen
had been thick and thin supporters of
the Govornment for many a long year,
and no matter how extravagant the
views of the Government were, they
supported them. It had been said
some timo ago by the bon. the
Premier that the farmers required no
protection, that they were well able to
take care cf themselves, but these gen-
tlemen thought differently. They said
quite the reverse; they said the Gov-
ernment should alter its views and
adopt those enunciated by the hon.
members of the Opposition, so that in
point of faci, if they were sincere in
what they said, they should request
the Govern ment to give way and allow
those who advocated this policy to take
their place. Those hon. gentlemen had
taken a step in the right direction, and
he hoped they w'ould go still further,
and not only advocate the agricultural
interest, but the mnterest of all other
branches of industry which would tend
to make our country prosperous, and
no doubt their example would be fol-
lowed by other hon. members;
and a broad, liberal feeling with
respect to other interests would pre-
vail. There were the coal interests,
the fishing interests, and the manufac-
turing interests to be promoted, as
well as the agxicultural interests. He
fully supported the policy of the right
bon. member for Kingston, that each
nord every Canadian industry should be
tared for, but, on the adage that a hall
a loaf was better than no bread, he
should vote for the motion now before
the House. Who knew but that next
Government day, the hon. gentlemen
opposite would go farther, and move
a resolution favourably affecting other
industries, and take a broader and
more general view affecting all other
interesta. There was no knowing how

Ma, LITTLE.

high they might soar; they might
soar as high as the present Finance
Minister did in 1373; and how he had
been rewarded, had been clearly seen,
The Ministry should take a lesson
from the rebuke now given by these
old-tried supporters, " Coming events
cast their shadows before."

When the West Hastings horse, and
The East Durham colt,

Break away froin the reins aud
Think proper to bolt.

There would be more leaving the Gov-
ern ment ranks shortly, and no wondep,
when the Premier asserted that the
farmers needed no protection ; that
they were able to pro'ect themselves,
and when the Finance Minister said a
few nights ago, that no Government by
legislation, could bring back prosper-
ous times, and that nothing could be
done to alleviate the d istress so preva-
lent in the land, it made people
enquire what then was the use of
having a Government such as this.
The hon. member for South Huron
(Mr. Greenway) had said that the poor
would suffer if the farmers sold their
produce higb. Now, that hon. gentle-
man knew very little about the agri-
cultural interest. It was a well-known
fact that the better the prices the far-
mers obtained for their produce, the
more wealthy the country became.
More money was circulated; farmers
could give their labourers higher
wages, and storekeepers and other
classes would get the benetit of the
extra money thrown into circulation.
The hon. gentleman had talked of the
high prices of necessaries of life, but
ho forgot to mention that thi s Govern-
ment had increased the duties upon
the necessaries of life by levying the
tax upon tea and coffee. He did not
see how the necessaries of life would be
increased by properly protecting the
farmers' interests. This Government
should show the same regard towards
the agricultural community as the
United States Government did. 1e
would have been much better pleased
had this motion embraced other in-
terests. He thought that was rather
a narrow motion which only included
one class to be protected. Our manufac-
turers should ailso be protected as much
as possible. le found that the total
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imports amounted. last fiscal year to
$99,427,962, of which at least
$40,000,000 could have been produced
by our own people instead of all this
money being paid outside of Canada.
But when he came to consider the im-
mense quantity of woollen goods
imported into Canada last year,
$9,183,000, it made him blush for
shame to think that the Government
did not protect the Canadian manufac-
facturer. Why did they not, them-
selves, make these woollen goods ?
Because the duty was so trifling
on American products that our
people could not compete with
them, and, therefore, the money
of this country went elsewhere ;
whereas by manufacturing these goods
the money would have been kept at
home, and be serviceable in helping to
build up this Dominion. Iron goods
were imported to the extent of
$1,408,000, the greater portion of
which goods could bave been manu-
factured here. Why should they im-
port so many spades, shovels, axes, and
various other sorts of iron instruments ?
Because this branch of industry was
not protected. It was surprising the
Government should pretend to have
the welfare of this country at heart,
and yet do nothing towards fostering
its industries; on the contrary, they
had only succeeded in plunging the
country into an immense debt. The
hon. iember for South Oxford (Mr.
Oliver) was a great Free-trader, in his
own estimation, and considered that fact
was everything; but he (Mr. Little)
Would ask what built up England? it
was Protection ; and Great Britain did
not give iL up until she was strong,
and mistress of the world. Hdlad we
attained that position yet? Why,
Canada was yet in her infancy, as
regarded ber manufactures. What
was the use of those raw products in
the soil, on the soil, and under the soil,
unless they could be utilized, and our
People could not do so because they
were not encouraged ; but, on the con-
trary, the Government favoured the
outsider, the American, instead of our
own Canadian people. Hon. members
bgan to find out that the wishes of the
People should be regarded. No reli-
anle could be placed on the words of
the hon. the Finance Minister in this

connection, because they well remem-
bered what lie had said in England,
where he exhibited the silver side of
the shield, and in this country, where
he exhibited the brazen side, and, for
aught he knew, the hon. Finance Min-
ister might vote for this motion.

MR. GIBBS (North Ontario) said
he would make a few remarks
in explanation of his reasons for
supporting this motion. Although
it did not meet the wants of
the general trade of this country, still
it was a step in the right direction.
The diverse interests of the I)oniion
iequired that they should give and
take, and while putting a duty, in the
interests of the agricultural com-
munity, on American wheat and flour,
they should be prepared to put a duty
on American mines and manufactures,
in the interest of the mercantile com-
munity. The policy of the Govern-
ment should be so modelled as to con-
duce,not to the interest of one Province
alone, but to the interests of all the
Provinces. It had often been said by dif-
ferent members of this House, from the
Premier downward, that the farmers of
this country did not desire Protection,
that they did not thank those who
argued for Protection against the
unfair system of trade, under existing
conditions, with the United States.
Nevertheless, others thought difforent-
ly, and these bon. gentleman, the pro-
moters of this motion, wished to avail
themselves of this last opportun ity, be-
fore going to meet their constituents,
of showing that they favoured a duty on
American wheat and flour. They
must be aware that this motion could
not be carried by itself; it must be
embraced with other motions to pro-
tect the other industries of the coun-
try. No motion could be carried which
did not offer a quid pro quo. The hon.
member for North Oxford had argued
that a duty on wheat and four would
raise the price ofthe poor man's bread.
A family of tive souls, aceording to
statistics, consumed twenty bushels of
wheat per year, the duty on which, at
ten cents per bushel, would be $2.
What would that be compared to the
indirect benefit obtained' from the
stimulus given to trade ? As regarded
the tariff, it was of very slight import-

Bupply- [APRIL 5, 1878.]



1740 Supply-

ance whether a duty of 10c., or 20c.,
or 50c. per bushel were put on wheat.
Ten cents per bushel would give all
the Protection required, becauso it
would keep out of the country Ameri-
eau wheat and flour, and 50c. duty per
bushel could not do more. The hon.
member for North Oxford had given
as one reason for opposing this Bill,
that they ought to weigh the
probable action of the United States;
and yet they were told that a country
with 4.000,000 inhabitants could not
hope to have any influence with the
United States with its 40,000,000 in-
habitants. Nevertheless, in regard to
the dluty on malt, when a proposition
was made, the Government were like
the 'coon: "I Don't shoot and l'Il come
down "-" Don't increase the duty on
malt, because we will come down."
Directly Congress proposed to increase
that duty, our Government announced
that they would reduce the duty on
malt. The hon. gentleman opposite
had taken the ground that, if we al-
lowed American wheat t come into
this country and be ground, in bond, it
would injure the miller. That was not
a fact. While we had a duty on wheat
the millers on the Welland and Lachine
Canais, and elsewhere, ground with
as much facility as they did now. If
,a duty on wheat would not increase
the price, it could not injure the mill-
ing interest or the carrying trade. At
present our barley was carried in bond.
He bld that in viewof the vast expen-
ditures we were making in the enlarge-
ment of our canals, unless we had a
duty on American wheat and flour, we
were doing a great deal of injury to the
farming interest by admitting Western
wheat free, and allowing it to be con-
sumed in this country. The hon. gen-
tleman was mistaken in stating that
the freight on wheat was less than the
freight on flour; the reverse was the
fact. Generally, rolling freight was
given the preference over bulk freight.
The hon. gentleman had said that the
adoption of this resolution would
.amount to a beach of faith with the
members of the Maritime Provinces.
He appeared to be ignorant of the fact
that when they joined the Confedera-
tion, there was a duty on flour. He
believed ho was correct in saying, as
f'ar as Nova Scotia was concerned, that

MR. GIBBS.

there was at one time a duty of one
dollar a barrel on flour.

MR. GOUDGE: No; twenty.flve
cents.

MR. KIRK : That was only one year
before Confederation.

MR. GIBBS said one year or
twenty made no difference. Under
the Washington Treaty the fisheries
were given to the United States,
and Ontario had then to make
a concession, but that Province voted
in favour of carrying out of the Treaty.

MR. BORDEN: To what Provinces
did the fisheries belong ?

MR. GIBBS said they belonged to
the Dominion of Canada. Anyone
engaged in manufacturing flour and
handling produce must know that the
home market was far superior to the
foreign market. The Trade and Navi-
gation Returns showed that there had
been entered for consumption in the Do-
minion of Canada 4,589,051 bushels of
wheat and 549,063 barrels of flour. He
also desired to see the national policy
carried out, because he believed the
in terests of this country required reci-
procity-free intercourse in the buy-
ing and selling of cereals. That was
what he understood by Free-trade,
and he believed that it was impossible
to express the hope that the Americans
would concede to us the enactment of
reciprocity upon any fair principles, so
long as they had our, markets without
our having anything in return. He
believed that there was no one in this
Ho use or in this country> who did not
believe that reciprocity was the best
thing for Canada and the United
States.

MR. MILLS: He,ar, hear.

MR. GIBBS said he believed it wouild
be best for both countries to have a
free cxchange of the products of the
soil. It was said that if we initiated
special legislation against the jnited
States, they would retaliate. But were
not their duties on wheat and barley
levelled against Canada? Were we
to take the position of serfs, and to0say
that we dare not take the stand which
we considered we ought in the intere
of the country, because, forsooth, the
United States might do anything they
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chose against Canada and Canada must

sit stili. He was thankful to know

that the time had come when they
wore going to the country to ask the

people to pronounce on something
more than mere Shibboleths. He did
niot hesitate to say that, if he were a
farmer in Ontario, no matter whether
a Reformer, Conservative, Tory or Grit,
he would support theman who was in
favour of putting a duty on wheat
and flour.

MuR. PALMER said that, as repre-
senting a constituency which consumed
more flour and wheat than any other
in the Dominion, perhaps, it would
not be proper for him to give his vote
without explaining why he thought
the interests of his constituents re-
quired him to oppose the proposition
of these hon. gentlemen. The hon.
member for North Oxford had made a
declaration which lie (M r. Palmer),
sitting on the Opposition side of the
House, and not knowing the hon. gen-
tleman that proposed the resolution,
would not bave dared to make.
He (Mr. Oliver) had said that this was
a deliberate attempt to delude the
farmers. It was surely very well
known to bon. members that the legis-
lation proposed would be purely sec-
tional; and, as the hon. member for
Sunbury had correctly said, if the
principle involved was correct, it was
a bad way of carrying it out. It was
simply saying to the small Provinecs
that the people of Ontario had charge
of this country; that they thought
Protection was good, but that
it must be Protection for themselves
alone; that they were the giants that
would rule; and that the 16 members
trom New Brunswick, and the 21 from
Nova Seotia, were nowhere as against
the 88 from Ontario. If the proposi-
tion were made in earnest, it meant
that. The hon. member for North
Oxford (Mr. Oliver) had declared that
this was a deliberate attempt to delude
the farier; and, if that were so, it was
a nore unworthy motive. It was im-
P0sible that any hon. member repre-
senting a constituency such as he
represented to support a resolution
which would have the effect of taking
a large amount of money out of the
pockets of the Maritime Provinces. Ie

was surprised when lie heard the state-
ment that the hon. member for North
Ontario (Mr. Gibbs) made, that Ontario
wanted compensation for the Treaty of
Washington; that, in reality, Ontario
had given up the fisheries; and,
therefore, the Maritime Provinces.
should give some return in lieu there-
of. ie had thought, in his simplicity,
that the people of the Maritime Pro-
vinces had surrendered their valuable
rights and fisheries in order to carry
out a national policy. Ie had believed
it was to benetit the whole Dominion
that those Provinces had been called
upon to relinquish their great interest,.
one which he held was securea to
them by Confederation. And lie was
prepared to argue the question on the
principles of constitutional law. The
award of the Fishery Commission had
sbowed the value of the fisheries.
Were not the fishermen of the Mari-
time Provinces, with Quebec, entitled
to the S5,500,000 awarded for the fish-
ing privileges which had been accorded
the United States for twelve years ? Of
course, ho was prepared to admit that
Newfoundland was entitled to a share
of the amount. le appealed to any
hon. member who was acquainted with
constitutional law as to whether the
inshore fishery was not part ofthe ter-
ritorial rights of each Province. The
people of Ontario would bristle u) if it
were contended that the inshore rights
of Lake Ontario, or any other lake in
the Province, were to be surrendered,
and the money obtained from them
handed over to the Maritime Provinces.
By the Treaty of Washington, the Mari-
time Provinces gave up certain terri-
torial rights, New Brunswick also gave-
up certain export duties, but the late
Government took the right course in
compensating that Province therefor.
The hon. member for North Ontario
must understand that the view that
Ontario had surrendered something by
the Treaty of Washington was not
that held by the people of the Mari-
time Provinces.

MR. GIBBS said ho was misunder-
stood.

MR. PALMER said, as a Maritime·
Provinme man, lie was somewhat sensi-
tive on the point, and ho was g.ad to-
have an opportunity of stating, clearly
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in Parliament, the views of his consti-
tuents on the subject. He would not
-enter into the general question of Fi ee-
trade and Protection. The hon. mem-
ber f r North Huron (Mr. Greenway)
had asked how the poorlabouring man
was to be protecied. But, if ail the
farmn,'s were to become prosperous, it
would not be easy to find a poor
labouring man. That hon. member's
whole argument had been based on the
supposition that the various products
would be increased in value, and that,
consequently, the cost of living would
be enhanced. It was somewhat re-

.markable, however, that the hon. gen-
tleman did not think of that point
when he voted to place a duty on tea.
The hon. member for North Oxford
had laid down, as a proposition, that
the imposition of a duty on wheat
would not increase the price. He
would allow the hon. member for iNorth
Huron, the hon. member for North

,Oxford and himself, who were all going
to vote against the motion, to endea-
vour to reconcile their different opin-
ions. Their position reminded him of
a story of an Irishman, who was carry-
ing a couple of game cocks in a bag,
and. on finding that they had torn
each other to pieces said he believed
they would fight, but thought they
would fight on the same side. He was,
in the present instance, on the same
side vith those hon. gentlemen, and
yet they did not appear to be more
happy thn the cocks. The motion
had the extraordinary effect of array-
ing persons holding diametrically op-
posite views, in positions hostile to it.
He was quite prepared to admit
that the lion. member for West Hast-
ings was consistent in his views,
but the hon. member for East Durham

*could not surely imagine that the
farmers were so foolish as to be

-deluded by the motion. He (Mr.
Palmer) desired to distinctly tell those
hon. members and the far'mers of On-
tario that the people of the Maritime
Provincas would never' consent to sec-
tional legislation or taxation, which
would interfere with the free exercise
of their right to purchase in the cheap-
est market, unless they obtained some
corresponding benefit. The principal
industry in his constituency was, that
of shipbuildiig, in which a great num-

MR. PALMER.

ber of artizans were employed. To.
day they feit it a hardship that any of
the articles entering into the construe.
tion of those ships should be taxed.
While they did not object to tonnage
dues, thev held that they should be at
liberty to build vessels, and have the
duties refunded wlen they were sold
abroad; and the adoption of' such a
policy would materially increase the
business of shipbuilding in the Pro.
vinces. There was no reason whV
d uties should be levied on the yel.
low metal for ship bottoms, whieh
was brought from England, and fixed
to vessels which might be imme-
diately sold abroad. He had been
taunted with being in faivour of a re-
adjustment of the tarif. He was willing
that additional duties should be placed
upon some articles, but only on such as
con Id be properly manufactured in this
country without materially increasing
the price, or increasing it at all. Ris
view was that Parliament, in its logis-
httion, should go as far as possible in
the direction of protecting our indus-
tries without increasing the cost,
or to a very trifling extent, of
articles to the people of Canada. An
hon. member, who he supposed was
a tarmer, had stated that Protection
began with the manufacturers, and
they wanted to use the farmers after
the manner of " walk into my par-
lour, said the spider to the fly." Some
hon. members might, in that manner,
induce the farmers to have antagonis-
tic feelings towards the manufacturers,
but he desired to take a broad states-
man-like view of the question. It was
absurd to say that the manufacturers
were to be scoffed and laughed at, be-
eause they originated any poliCY.
While he entertained every respect for
the farmers, yet the class that was
the most intelligent and to which the
country owed most, was the mechanics.
In point of intelligence and patriotism
they, as a class, were equal to aDy
men. He fully admitted that the
agricultural was the paramount inter-
est, and was willing to adopt any
measures to benefit it, as was any man
who had the interests of Canada at
heart. The prosperity of the farmers
depended on those vigorous mechanie',
who were willing to devote their skili,
labour and capital to developinDg tho
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resources of the country, and in build-
ing up a home market for the pro-
duce of the soil. It had been argued
that the market across the ocuan was
that to which our farmers must look.
But it must be remembered that, if'
they could sell direct to the consumers
and get rid of middle-men, farmers
would save two or three cents on
their profitý. If they could obtain the
same prices at St. John, Halifax, or
Toronto, as at Liverpool, and conserve
to Canadian farmers the Canadian
market, an immense benefit would be
conferred on the agricultural class.
But this was a matter which should be
very carefully done. It would be very
untair to compel the fishermen and
shipbuilders of the Maritime Provinces
to pay higher prices. for their goods
without affording them any corres-
ponding advantage. If such corres-
ponding benefit could not be con-
ferred, he did not suppose that the
faimers of Ontario or any other class
was to be benefitted at the expense of
another class. He had felt it to be due
to himself and his constituents that he
should state to the House, that he and
his constituents were willing to enter
with them fully and freely into the
questions of Canadian interests, Cana-
dian Protection, Canadian trade, and
Canadian nationality, and to discuss
them on fair, patriotic and liberal
grounds; to give and take, and see how
they could benefit each other. And
if they fhacied that, by bringing for-
ward aun isolated sectional interest, they
could catch the vote of the Maritime
Provinces, they were entirely mis-
taken. If this was their object-and
thie object was so indicated by the
hon. member for North York-to de-
lude the farmers ot this country, he
thought they would also be mistaken.

MR. FLEMING said that if anything
{otuld show more conclusively than
another th- inconsistency of a system
of Protection. it was just such speeches
as had been heard that eveuing. The
hon. memnber for St. John, being
.terested in ship-building, wanted
Il for that pu-pose to be free of
dluty.

MI. PALMER: You misrepresent
mae. I never asked that iron shouldCome in fiee of duty.

MR. SINCLAIR: You do; for raw
material for ships.

MR. PALMER: No. What I asked
vas when they were exported ; that

was ail.

MR. FLEMING said that the hon.
gentleman wished this because ho was
personally interested i) sLhips. Other
hon. members, feeling an interest in
some other calling, wanted it protected;
it was impossible to get a system of
Protection that would suit the pur-
poses of ail. The hon. member for
Centre Wellington,who introduced the
discussion this afternoon, spoke of the
ridicule and contempt which had been
thrown upon him by some mem-
bers of the Government and its sup-
porters, because he advocated Protec-
tion to agriculture. 11e spoke as if
this ridicule and contempt was thrown
upon the fai-mer. le (Mr. Fleming)
did not think that any member of the
House uttered a single word of that
kind with relation to the farmer or his
calling. -He could not help thinking,
however, with a great many others,
that when a physician tried to convince
a man, in perfect health, that he was
sick, in order that he might prescribe
for him a certain panacea which would
cure ail his ills, the physician merits
something like ridicule. It Lad been
said that the interests of the fairmer
had long been neglected, but this dis-
covery had only recently been niade.
It was well known that the leader of
the Opposition, who controlled the
affairs of the country foi- many year-,
had the opportunity to look after the
interest of the fariner, if his Govern-
ernmeit was so inclined. For a short
time a duty cn flour was imposed,
but it was withdrawn, and the right
hon. gentleman then stated that
the " flour tax wats repealed as a
step in the right directon ;" but the
hon. muember for Centre Wellington
spoke as if a tax upon that article niow
would be a step in the right direction.
He had stated that every fariner had
lost, on an average, $63 a year for
want of Protection ; that there were
500,000 farmers in the Dominion,
which would make a loss of ê31,500,000
a year. If this was correct, then the
right hon. member for Kingston had a

great deal to account for. During fivo
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of the years which had elapsed since
Confederation, when the affairs of the
country were under bis management,
there was no duty on grain. The bill
against bim by the farmers of Canada
would, therefore, amount to the sum of
$157,500,000. Suppose the hon. mem-
ber for Centre Wellington was able to
convince the farmer that he was sick
and required medicine, the farmer
might very naturally enquire what was
it going to cost. If Protection was going
to raise the price of what he had to
sell, he might reasonably expect that
itwould raise the price of what he had
to buy, for the advocates of Protec-
tion to the farmer also advocated Pro
tection to the manufacturer. He was
told, however, that Protection reduced
the price of manufactured goods.
How this should be,was to him not very
clear, for if Protection raised the price
of what he produced, certainly it would
have the same effect upon what was
produced by others. There were a
great many articles whicl a farmer
required to purchase: clothing, imple-
ments, ele. If extra duties were im-
posed on these articles, they would
certainly cost more; his profits would
thereby be reduced, and in the end the
farmer would be no better off than
before. Hon. members spoke of the
home market as if its wants were sup-
plied before any grain was sent abroad,
and as it a higher price was obtained
for what was used for home consump-
tion. This was not the case. The
buyer for shipping purposes, appeared
in the market at the same time as the
local flour dealer, and the price given
was exactly the same. The farmerwhen
selling his wheat, did not ask: " Are
you buying for a home or a foreign
market?" but, "what price do you
pay ?" And the price he received from
either of the parties wasregulated by the.
price of flour abroad. Great Britain
was the market of the world for broad-
stuffs. She offered the highest average
price during the year. The nearer we
could get, so to speak, to England, and
the less the cost of sending it there,
the higher the price we would receive
for our produce. The average cost of
sending flour from Canada to that mar-
ket was, he believed, less in the whole,
than the average cost of sending it
from the United States. With regard

Mu. FLEMNG.

to the milling interest, to which the
hon. member for North Ontari) (Mr.
Gibbs) had alluded, he (Mr. Fleming)
did not believe that duties on wheat
and flour would be of advantage, but,
rather, the reverse. As an illustration
of success in that business, without any
protection, he alluded to an acquaint-
ance of his own, who, by manufac-
turing a superior brand of flour for
the Glasgow market, had established a
large and profitable trade, and was now,
in connection with a firm in that city,
erecting on the ýrreat Western Rail-
way a mill which, when completed,
would be one of the best in the Do-
minion. This trade could not have
been kept up, if, in 1876, when the
wheat ci op in Ontario was of an in-
ferior quality, any obstaele was thrown
in the way of procuring a supply from
the United States. Although a duty
was put upon Canadian wheat going
into the United States, the American
farmer did not deiive any benefit from
it. In order to show that this wasthe
case, le would read from a speech of
the Hon. Mir. Allison, of Iowa, in the
House of Representatives, March 20th,
1870:

"It will be seen it (agriculture) is mueh
the largest interest in its aggregate product,
as well as the number of persons enployed.
I believe that no one wil claim that this
large interest is directly protected, It is true
that, under the existing law, there is a snall
duty upon wheat, barley and oats, and other
agricultural products, but this does not afford
any protection to the wheat and grain grown
in the country."

The Hon. Mr. Wilkinson said on the
same subject:

"It is said that the farmer gets better
prices for what he sells, because ot the pros-
perous condition of the manufacturer; but I
think it will be found, on examination, thiat
we, of the west, are obligéd to sell our whleat
according to New York prices, and that the
rices of the article in New York are regu-

lated by the prices of wheat in England.
This is our understanding of it, and I thilk
that the underetanding is correct."

The American farmers have been 0b.
liged to pay an enormous sum for the
luxury of a home market, and yet, this
home market did not consume their
surplus wheat and corn ; they have to
send it to a foreign market, in the same
way as we have to do ourselves. It
might be asked, Why do the Ameri-
can farmers submit to this? The
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reason was very plain. Manufacturers
lotted together and by means of the
obby-an institution he was happy to

say did not exist here--sueceeded in
tarrying their measures, irrespective
of the wishes or demands of the far-
mers. We have been told that we
ought to take a patriotic viow of this

question, and try to encourage inter-
piovincial trade ; but, if there was any-
thing which would be likely to destroy
the harmony and good feeling which
exists between the Provinces, it would
be 4orcing, upon differont sections,
measures inimical to their interests.
it the United States, in former years,
before the slave question had agitated
the public mind, the subject of Pro-
tection had, in 1828, almost driven
Soutith Carolina out of the Union. The
hon. mineber for Centre Wellington,
as an aigument for Protection, bad
pointed to the great progress made by
the United States ; but, if we have not
made so rapid progress, we have not
becen standing still. If he would look
fur a moment at the progress made
since the expiration of the Reciprocity
Tieatvy he would sec that it was very
marked indccd. In order to show what
advance ha [ been made, ho (Mr.
Flerning) would read some statisties in
this relation; he would compare the
year 1867-8 with the year 1876-7-the
later year one of the most unf*avour-
aNe, lor a comparison, that could be
taken-the failure of the crop, added to
Ine general depression, naking matters
worse than they have becn since Con-
federation. In order to make the com-
parison fair, ho would exclude the Pro-
vinees of Manitoba, British Columbia,
and Prince ELdward Island. Taking the
four Provinces which formed the
Duzninion at the time of the Union, we
6nd that the produce of the forest
which we exported in 1867-8, amounted
to $18,262,000, while in 1876-7 the
rnount was $23,308,000, an increase of

e.ler cent. The produce of the fish-
nles sold in 1867-8 was $3,357,000,
vhile in 1876-7 it was 8i,575,000, an

mnerease of 66 per cent.; of animails and
other products we exported in 1867-8
8G.903,000; in 1876-7 we more thandoubled that amount by exporting to

Vaile of 814,38G;000, an incre.-ie oflos per cent. I a ricultural producein a.r
e soldi in 1807-8 $12,871,000 worth,

110

while in 1876-7, a year of scarcity, we
sold to the amount of 818,056,000, an
increase of 40 per cent. In manufac-
tu'ed goods we exported in 1867-8 to
the value of $1,572,000, while in 1876-7
we increased the amount to $4,284,000,
an advance of 172 per cent, showing
that our manufacturers had been com-
peting successfully with those of other
countries. The total exports for
1867-8 were $57,567,000, for 1876-7
$70,907,000, an increase of 24 per cent.
The imports were $73,459,000 in
1867-8; in 1876-7 they were
$94,508,000, an increase of 28 per cen t.
If increased correspondence and en-
larged circulation of newspapers were
any indication of progress, the Post-
Office retuirnsgiveverystriki ng results.
In 1867-8 the number of letters sent
was 18,100,000; in 1876-7 they were
40,500 000, an increase of 120 per cent.
The registered letters in 1867-8
anounted to 704,500; in 1S76-7 they
were 1,842,000, arPincreaso of 256 per
cent. Thero were 18,8G0,000 news-
papers sent in 1867-8, and 38,000,000
in 1876-7, an increase of 101 per cent.
Those figures show the progress
the country has made since the
reciprocity trcaty was repealed.
If we were te compare the first
year of Confederation with the
years 1872-3 or 1873-4, the difference
would be very inuch greater. Much as
reciprocity may have been desired, it
was evident we had made progress
without it. Our true policy was to try
and compote successfully with the
Ainericans in the markets of Europe.
We were doing so, to a great extent, in
cattle, and for this purpose it was an
advantage that corn should be obtained
for fèeiing purposes at as cheap a rate
as possibIe. In cheese, a lai-go and
protitable business was being done. In
the article of butter, the Americans
have got the start of us; they manage
to get their production into the market
at an earUier period of the year and in
a botter condition than we have
hitherto done. In order to compete
wi th them suecssfully, gre'ater atten-
tion to quality and forwarding will be
necessary. In the article of barley,
Great 3ritain consumes annually a
very large amuunt. In the year end-
ing lst September, 1877, 50,000,000
bushels were inported into that coun-
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try. In the months of November and
December last, 680,000 bushels were
shipped at New York for England.
Canada ought to be able to do a portion
of this trade. Before closing, he
would allude to a speech of the right
hon. member for Kingston, delivered
at Stanstead, which had been quoted
by the hon. the Minister of Finance in
bis address on the Budget. The right
bon. gentleman said:

"You know that Canada, from east to
west, lies within the same degree of latitude,
and does not possess a great variety ol crops.
From the Atlantic to the Pacific, the country
is subject to the same climatie influences;
but the United States, extending from the
lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, possesses a great
variety of climates."

lie must say that these were rather
singular propositions on which to frame
a protective policy for Canada. Were
he to put them in the form of a syllo-
gism, it would be something like this:
A country with a great variety of
climates is favourable for Protection.
The United States is a country with a
great variety of climates; therefore,
the United States is a country favour-
able for Protection. If that reasoning
was applied to Canada, which was not
possessed of a great variety of climates,
the inference would be that it was not
favourablo for Protection. Indeed, the
very appearance of our country on the
map makes it apparent that a protec-
tive policy might be justifiable in
time of war, but would not be
beneficial in time of peace.
The right hon. member for Kingston
did not, indeed, in the speech alluded
to, profess that Protection would be
any grcat benefit to the farmer in a
time of plenty, but only in a time of
scarcity, when crops were light, and the
necessaries of life high in price. He
(Mr. Fleming) was astonished to hear
such sentiments uttered at this period
of the nineteenth century. When the
Corn Laws were in existence, the duty
fell as the price rose; when wheat was
50s.'a quarter the duty was 20s., when
it rose to 72s. the duty fell to 1s. But
supposing the farmer should derive
benefit from a system of Protection,
which would give him higher prices in
an unfavourable season, would he be
any gainer thereby if, in all the inter-
vening years, he had to pay higher

MR. PLEMING.

prices for everything that he used ?
Besides, if a period of real scarcity
should ever arise, this Protection would
not stand the test of practice. In Eng
land, in 1845, when the crops failed and
a blight came upon the potato crop,
when starvation stared the people in
the face, Sir Robert Peel, who came
into power upon the cry of Protection
to national agriculture, passed the Bill
for the total abolition of the Corn Laws.
In con clusion, he would say that he did
not believe farmers wanted Protection
in the sense in which some bon. mem.
bers thought they did. They only
wanted to be let alone and not taxed for
the benefit of others. They asked no
special privileges; they only asked that
other industries might not interfere
with their industries.

MR. BLAIN said he would not have
offered any remarks to the flouse had
this amendment not proposed to
deal with the agricultural ifiterests
of the country, and particularly
with the manufacture of flour. As
these interests were very impor-
tant to the constituency which he
represented, he thought it bis duty
to state why, on this occasion, he in-
tended to vote against the amendnent.
In the first place, he considered it a
piece of pure sectional legislation, and
lie regretted very much that any men-
ber from the Province of Ontario
should have proposed such a restriction
to the House. fie had no hesitation
in saying that he conceived it to be the
duty of every man from the Lower
Provinces to vote in the interest of his
corstituents, to vote against the pro-
position. He had no hesitation in say-
ing further that those members from the
Province of Ontario who desired to
deal with the interests of the whole
Dominion, instead of any particular
section, should vote against the pro-
position. It was the duty of moelmblers
of Parliament to promote the interests
of the country, but we were not, at
the present time, in a position to deal
with the question at issue. The tine
would not be ripe to deal with the
whole question of intercolonial trade,
which was really the question involved
-and we could not deal with that til
we were able to freight vessels of
1,500 tons in-the upper lakes, and send
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them down to the maritime ports. In
the meantime, it would not be judicious
to deal with the duties on flour, coal
and other articles.

MR. WALLACE said he had always
been given to understand that half a
loaf was better than no bread, but the
hon. member for West York would
have them to stand idle tili they were
able to accomplish something wonder-
fui. It had been stated that the leader
of the Opposition and his followers had
only lately become anxious to look after
the interests of the farmer, and that
while in power they did nothing to
promote their interests. But the altered
circumstances of the country from what
they were in 1851, must be taken into
consideration. During the time that
the hon. leader of the Opposition aid
his followers occupied the Treasury
benches, there was a Reciprocity Treaty
with the United States, and the Cana-
dian farmer had the benefit of the
American markets for his produce.
Daring the period they were in power,
from 1861 to 1873, an extraordinary
state of things existed in the United
States. Labour was so high that
American manufacturers and farmers
eould not afford to send goods into
this country at a profit, so that it was
not necessary to protect the Canadian
farmer, mechanie or manufacturer.
Since 1874, however, wages had fallen
on the other side, in ail branches
of trade, and Americans were
better able to compete with us, being
able to produce articles of trade
at a less rate than formerly, and, as
the Government has done nothing to
protect Canadian interests, it was now
tirne to take some stops in that direc-
tion. The hon. member for North
Oxford said that the balance of trade
was always against England, and that
England was rich and prosperous. But
he forgot to say that England was the
IlOney lender and the creditor of the

Other nations of the world, and that a
large portion of the importations into
England were to pay the indebtedness
Of the other nations to England.
Agaii, he said that Canada had been
"importing more than she had exported
for a number of years, and yet she
was prosperous. Was the piling up of
great indebtedness an evidence of pros-

110k

perity ? The Dominion to-day owed a
public debt of about $180,000,000. Mu-
nicipaities, merchants, bankers, rail-
ways, etc.,thronghout the country wore
ail indcbted to English capitalists. Was
not this apparent prosperity an evi-
dence of degradation ? It showed
they were deeply in debt, and if they
were called uion to-day to pay their
indebtedness, they would. not bo able
to do so. They had lots of property
to pay tneir indebtedness, but no
money, and, if called upon to pay,
would be forced into insolvency, on
account of not being able to realize
their assets. In his Budget speech, the
bon. the Finance Minister had said
that, if ho h ad waited until this year to
go into the English market to raise
money. it was possible lie might not
have beeri able to tucceed in effecting
a loan. Had the lutter been the case,
Canada would,perhaps,to-day have been
insolvent. The hon. member for Ox-
ford had said that history consisted of
periods of greater and of lesser prosper-
ity, and that, under Pree-trade, the
commerce of England had immensely
increased over what it had been under
a high tariff. But the hon. member did
not say there were other factors in pro-
moting that prosperity greater than any
system of trade. There were factors
that contributed far more to the pros-
perity of England, and not alone of
England, but of the rest of the world,
than any system of' trade. lie would
ask if the spinning jenny had not been
invented, would the cotton trade have
attained such dimensions; if steam had
not been discovered, would it have
been possible for the commerce of the
the world to have grown to the extent
which it had attained ? Inventions
had contributed far more towards ex-
tending the commerce of the world,
than any system of trade, whether
Free-trade or Protection. If the loco-
motive had not been invente], would
it have been possible to settle the far
West of this continent as it was now
settled ? It would not have been pos-
sible; the manufactures of the East
could not have been exported to the far
West, and the products of the far West
could not have been brought into the
East. One locomotive would do the
work of at least twelve hundred
horses. It was facilities of that stamp
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which had created and given an im-
ietus to trade all over tle world, and
not any system of trade. Again, they
spoke as if hon. gentlemen on this side
of the flouse advocated ruinous rings
and nionopolies. This was not the
case. They advocated only one mon-
opoly, and that was to make of tlis
great Dominion one of the most pros-
perous countries of the world ; to make
the Canadian manufacturer, farmer,
mechanic, and the Canadian labouring
man, more prospecous than the same
classes in any other portion of the
world ; in fact, to keep Canada for
the Canadian people. Not to create
rings or monopolies, by giving exclu-
sive privileges to any section or class
of people, but to make, as it were, a
monopoly of this Dominion against ali
other places in the woi-ld. But it had
been said they wanted to protect all
and to protect none. ) es; they
wanted to protect ail against outsiders
and none against their own people; to
give the Canadian people a protective
law against alloutsiders, whoever they
might be. That was the way in which
they wanted to protect all. As to the
question of abstract Free-trade or Pro-
tection, that should be put out of the
question altogether, because there was
no such thing as Free-trade per se, or
Protection per se, advocated on either
sido of the louse. What they wanted
was a system of fair trade, which
would do justice to the Canadian peo-
ple, and not allow therm to be placed
at a disadvantage in their commercial
relations with the people of any other
country. No man on this side of the
House advocated such a system of
Protection that would encourage the
manufacture of any article which
could not be grown or produced profit-
ably in this country. Now, take for
example tea, on which it would b
absurd to impose a tax in order to en-
courage its growth in this country.
le did not believe it was advantageous

to induce the manufacture ot any
article, the raw material of which they
could not themselves produce. It
would neither promote the health nor
the welfare of the people to have them
shut up in factories ; but in a great
country employment must be found
for all classes, and, by developing the
natural resources of the country,
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diversities of employment are obtained
and tle people kept within the coun-
try. Cotton could not be grown here,
and, therefore, it would not be desir-
able to put on a heavy tax to induce
its manufacture. Undertaking to enul.
tivate the manufacture of articles
which could not be produced, resulted
only in a profit to the manufacturer;
but by encouraging the manufacture of
articles, the raw material of which was
grown in this country, two profits
were obtained: the profit to the manu-
facturer and the profit to the producer.
If a Free-trade policy were carried out
to its fullest extent, in what position
would the Canadian farmer bc if
obliged to send his produce to English
or American markets to find sale for
them ? He would obtain the saime
prices which ruled in those markets,
and have to pay besides the trans)ort
of his produce, and, in this respect, be
at a disadvantage compa ed with the
English or Ameriean farmer. If
they had to import all their
manufactured goods from England,
they w-ould again be placed
at a disadvantage in this respect
in having to pay the additiolal cost of
transportation from England to Cana-
da. So that under the system of trade
advocated by those gentleman, the
farmer would be plaeed under double
disadvantage, the disadvantage of hav-
ing to send bis produce into the Eng-
lish market to be sold at the same rate
as that of the English fàrnier, and to
have to import his goods thence at an
additional cost for transportation. In
what position would he stand witli the
Arnerican farmer if he lad to depend
entireiy on the American market ?
On every bushel of wheat sent to the
United States, he would have to pay
20c., and on every bushel of barley,
15c.; thus, farmin.r, under these cir-
cumstance, would not be as profitable
as in the United States. Were it not
that land is so cheap in this country it
would be impossible for the Canadian
farmer to compete in any market. le
could not compete with the American
farmer, over-weighted as he was, if the
American market were the only mar-
ket he had. Was that the position the
Canadian farmer ought be plaeed i,
as ag'ainst the English or Anerican
farmer? It ought to be rather ourdutY
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to try and put him in a position inde-

pendent of these markets, which could
only be done by creating a home mar-
ket for his productions. If manufac-
turers were encouraged in this coun-
try, there was no reason why the
Canadian market should not be as good
as the English or American mar-
ket. This was the policy which bon.
gentlemen on this side of the flouse
supported as against the unsound
policy of those who desired to put the
Canadian farmer in a position of in-
feriority to the farmers of the other
countries to which ho had referred.
The hon. member for South Huron
said if bread were taxed, it would in-
crease the cost of living to the poor
man. But the poor man was botter
able to buy bread at a higher price,
when well paid for his labour, than at
a low price whon he got no work.
Ask the artizans in Montreal and
'i oronto to-day if they would not give
double the price for bread if they could
obtain work. Cheap bread might mean
scanty clothing to the fariner, and
cheap clothing might mean hunger
to the man who produced the clothing.
Could hon. gentlemen say that Pro-
tection was of no use, unless it in.
crcased the price of the articles pro-
duced ? This might not be the case.
Protection niight give a market and
create a demand for the articles manu-
factured and give employment to the
artizans, although it did not increase
the price. If the Canadian manu-
facturers could have double the market
they have now, at no greater profit
than thuy have now, they would (o
very well. There was another feature
to be considered ; the American had
his market for nine-tenths of what lie
produeed by prohibiting the goods of
other countries from coninginto con-
Petition with his own. Therefore, by
selling nine-tenths of his production
at a fair profit, he was able to sacrifice
the other one-tenth in this country
and destroy our manufactures. Re
contended that, if we imported an
article which the Canadian people
largely produced, unless the amount
'nported was largely in excess of the
amount produced, it would have very
little Offect upon the market of the
Contry. It did not, therefore, always
follow that a duty, of necessity, raised

the price to the consumer. He ad-
mitted that, if the article was not pro-
duved in the country, the cost would
bo increased by the amount of the
duty. He wisbed the hon. gentlemen
had seen fit to include more articles in
this resolution than tho two named,
because ho did not believe that any two
articles, the produce of the farm, could
be selected which would be so little
affected by a duty as these twe articles,
being to a large extent for transporta-
tion to a foreign market, their prices
was to some degree regulated by that
foreign market, but the prices of oats
and potatoes. and other articles, were
not so mueli fixod by the foreign
market. As, however, ho believed in
a principle, net of Protection per se,
but in a principle of justice, ho was
prepared to vote lor this resolution of
the hon. member for West Hastings
(Mr. Brown). He was not an advocate
of Protection. He was a Free-trader,
if they could get Free Trade. but ho
feared that was a Utopian idea. It
was impossible to grive Fr'ee-trade to
other nations when they did not give
it to us. We should not throw open
our markets to the Americans to the
damage of our own people.

Ma. B UN said that, as the resolu-
tion before the louse confined itself
to the imposition of a duty on whcat
and flour, which it declared to be in
the interest of the farmers, the
debate might had been expected to be
more limited than it had been to-n ight.
But ho had noticed that the gentlemen
on the Opposition side of the louse
had widened out the question to that
degree that it wasnotonly a discussion
as to whether' it was desirable for the
agricultural population of the country
to impose a duty on wheat and flour
alone imported into Canada, but ailso
on all other agricultural products, and
thi policy of the (overnmnent respect-
ing the excise duty on malt had also
been brought under unfavourable critic-
ism. In dealing with this question at
this advanced period of the evening
and of the debate, there wa-s not much
opportunity to say ailything fresh
on it. Last Session this question
seemed the great sheet anchor of
the Conservative party, and this
Session the House was being treated
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to a rehash of the same argument
in the endeavour to convince the
farmers that the party on the Oppos-
ition seatL were their friends, so that
at the appronching elections they
might obtain the vote and support of
the agricultural class. He did not
propose to follow the particular line of
argument which had been pursued by
the member for Centre Wellington
(Mr. Orton), who had opened the
debate this afterroon, as to how much
we might have received had we fol-
lowed a differont line policy. As to the
$4,000,000 which he had stated that
we had contributed to the American
revenue in the shape of duties, they
had collected from our produts, or the
$30,000,000, which ho said we might
have had in our pockets if we had been
able to compel the Americans to give
it to us through duties we inight have
collected off tliem. It reminded bima
(Mr. Bain) of the man le once heard
of who was about to shufile off this
mortal coïl, and who willed a grant of
territory to one friend, bank stocks
to anot!er and noncy to others.
When his solicitor reminded him
that his bequests werc out of
all proportion to his means, le
replied: - Yes ; I know that very woll,
but I want to show my good will to
these parties." Iito this Utopia he did
not propose to enter, as tne louse had
ta deal with facts as they are, and not
as they might have been, and these
arnazing losses, said to have been sus-
tained by the country, occurred under
a policy initiated by the right hon.
gentleman who now leads the Opposi-
tioln, and whom the hon. member
bas held up as a paragon of political
administrative capacity, and who,
when ho directed the affairs of the
country, did not consider it in the in-
lerests of the country to deal with it
as bis admirers now thought ho should.
le did not think the lino of argument
which was pursued by the hon. mem-
ber (Mr. Orton), and by the hon. me ni.
ber for South Ontario (Mr. Gibbs),
was quite fair, when they quoted the
fiscal year's returns, closing 30th June,
1877, as a fair basis upon which to dis-
cuss the question of imports and ex-
ports of agricultural products. In so
far as the Province of Ontario and the
Northern States of the adjoining
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Union were concerned, the wheat cropof 1876 had been a serious failure, and
wrs far below the average yield of
ordinary years. It seemed, therefore
unfair for these gentlemen to confine
their figures to that particular, and, as
he had shown, exceptional year ; and
ho tbought it was only fair and reason.
able, in taking n comparative view of
our grain trade, to ascertain the value
to the farmer of import duties on
wheat and flour and other agricultural
products, to take the average, say of
five years, as the basis upon which to
fbund any fair estimate. le found
that, during the last five years, ending
June 30th, 1877-and he desired to say
at the outset that, unless where other.
wise stated, the fiscal year was under-
stood to be referred to-that we had
imported into the Dominion from the
United States a gross total, in round
nunbers, of 38,521,000 bushels of
wheat, or an average of 7,704,000 per
annum. This included both wheat and
flour, taking an average of 4- bushels
of wheat to a barrel of flour. During
the same poriod our gross exports of
wheat and flour, combined in the same
way, aniounted to 47,430,000 bushels,
or an average of 9,486,000 bushels per
annum, or an average annual
excess of exports over imports
of 1,782,000 bushels; or taking
out the exceptional ciop of 1876,
which appeared in the Trade and
Navigation Returns of 1877, and tak-
ing the other four years, the excess of
exports was 2,791,000 bushels per an-
num. It seemed, therefore, absurd
that, notwithstanding our large im-
ports of American wheat, our ex-
ports of su! plus still exeecded them
by even the smallest of these quant-
ties, to talk of benefiting the farmer
by imposing a duty on American
wheat;and the period with which Le was
dealing was, by no means, one of high
average yields of whoat in Ontario,
but rather the reverse, as the abundant
crop in 1877 did not come into the
account. If we were situated as the
English farmers, with only a limited
area capable of producing wheat, and
with a manufacturing and consumiag
population out of all proportion
greater than the farm produce of the
soil could, by any means, supply, then
undoubtedly the farmer would gain by
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the imposition of a duty on wheat and
-lour; or, if the short wheat crop of
1876 represented our average aniual

production, when we imported of wheat
aid flour front the United States
7.059,000 bushels, and exported only
4803,000 bushels in wheat and flour,
then Protection would have been a
benefit to the farmer. But it would
jive been directly at an herensed cost
to the consumer, and we bad to recol-
leet that the agricultural interest was
pot the only one, and that the period

depression through which we were
)assing had been more severely feit

by the commercial and manufaeturing
<lasses than by the farmers; and if the
Governmient had imposed a duty on
wheat and flour, which the Opposition
affect to believe should bc donc in the
intoiests of the farmers, could anyone
doubt whbat the result would have
been ? And these saine gentlemen
woujld have made the country i esound
with! the cry, "That the bread of the
wrn man was being taxed," nnd
we all knîew that of late the gentle-
men opposite had displaved a vonder-
fui aîount of interest in the working-
man, whIch had been developed to an
alarming extent since they ceased to
hold the reins of office, and had no
chance to prove by practice the truth
of thcir assertions. And the effect of
thie dury, under such circumstances,
would have been to enhance to the
labouring man the price of the flour
e consumed, not only on the 2,250,000

buheils imported from the United
mates, but on every bushel in addition
P tlt consumed. Though hc (Mr.
Bain) representcd an agricultural con-
Stiuency,yet ho was not yet prepared to
SUpport that sort of thing. Another
]matter that figured largely in the
speech of the member for Centre Wel-
lington (Mr. Orton), who had consti-
tuted himself medical adviser fir the
farmers, was the consumption of barley.
That hon. gentleman had told them
that the inrcrase of the duty on malt
last Session had been a direct tax on
the fariner, and had been taken out of
his pocket by reducing the value of
barley. ie (Mr. Bain) proposed to
Show that sueh a statement was not
sustained by the facts, and could not be
Sbstantiated, and that not only had
the Consumption of malt not been re-

duced, but that it had actually in-
creased. From the Inland Revenue
Returns, he found that in 1876, 777,':29
bushels of malt were taken for the
manufacture of beer, and 66,837 bushels
for malt liquors, making a total of
884,066 bushels ; for the year ending
June 30th, 1877, the amount taken for
beer was 763,105 bushels, and for malt
liquors 83,720 bushels, being an in-
crease on the previous year's consump-
tion of 2,759 bushels. But it had been
argued indireetly that the effect of the
increased duty on malt had been to
induce the consumption of strong
liquors, such as whiskey, as a substitute
for beer. le did not propose to dis-
cuss the temperance question to-night,
but would simply point out that the
ceonsumption of strong liquors in 1877,
as com o red with 1'876, had decei-ased
by ne 'ly 500,000 gallons. and had
fallen below the average of the four
previouis years by no less than 817.980
gnions, which sufficiently disproved
tic assertion made as to the increase
in the consuimption of whiskey to the
exclusion of becr. In 1876 there was
a refund froin the duty collected on
malt of $5,383, which represented the
consumption of gicose syrup, sugar,
and similar substitules for malt, used
in making beer, wbile their use had
entirely ceased in 1877. and nothing
was refunded. But it might be pleaded
that the consumption ot malt had de-
creased in the latter part of 1877, as
the Inland Revenue.returns wer-e made
up to the 30th of June as published,
and the barley crop of 1877 was
handled subsequent to that. But ho
held in his hand a comparative state-
ment for that period, certified to by the
officers of the Inland Revenue Dopart-
mnentas correct, which read as follows:

Basbe1s.
Malt upon which duty was paid for

six nonths from July lst to Dec.
31st, 1877.................... 328,208

Corresponding 6 months of 1876.. 270,417

Being an actual increase of... 57,791

In the face of those -figures, from the
official returns, he submitted it would be
in order for gentlemen opposite to rise
and explain, as there was convincing
evidence that their statements were
guiltless of proof, and whoever paid the
inicreased daty on malt it was not the
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farmer, except when indulging in a
drink of beer, and that the consump-
tion of barley was not in the least
diminished by the increased duty. Let
him for a moment, in passing, refer to
the export trade in malt, which, as it
paid no duty whatever, being exported
in bond, did not corne within this
argument, yet was a respectable branch
of the export trade of Canada, and had
grown largely o' late years. He again
quotod from the Inland Revenue re-
turns. In 1876 we exported 281,205
bushels, and in 1877, 321,606 bushels,
being an increase of 40,401 bushels,
and exceeds the average of the previ-
ous four years exports by no less than
104,742 bushels. Whon the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston visited his (Mr. Bain's)
county during the pic-nie campaigns
last summer, wheri a vigorous and suc-
cessful effort was madle by his political
friends to securo a great demonstra-
tion, and a large number gathered,
including many Reformers, who went
out of euriosity to sec the "show," an
claborate address, replete with fulsome
praise, was prosented to the great
Leader of the Conservative cause,
which ho acknowledged in a neat
speech of just two hours and seven-
teen seconds, rather to the mortifica-
tion of those interested. Among the
mottoes displayed on the occasion was
one setting forth the injustice to the
farmers of this malt duty, which was
also dwelt on by the right hon. gentle-
mian in his subsequent address at Ham-
ilton. If facts were in orderon such oc-
casions, it would appear as if they were
against the ground so confidently taken
then and since by the Conservative
party and their leader. While the home
consumption of barley for malt was of
importance to the farmers of Canada,
the price obtained for the surplus ex-
ported was of much more importance.
As the average consumption of barley
perannum was lessthan 900,000 bushels
of malt to supply the Dominion, the
gross exports of barley for the five
years ending June 30th, 1877, were re-
turned as 30,279000 bushels in round
numbers, and valued at $24,547,000 at
the various ports of shipment. This
gave an annual average of ex-
port of 6,053,900 bushels, at an
average price of 81c. per bushel.
The gross imports of barley for the
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samo period were only 403,900 bushels
confined to the years 1876 and 1877,
and of that 241,843 bushels was re-
exported and was probably of inferior.
quality it wa,. what enteredat only 53c.
per bushel. It had been offered as an
explanation that some cute Western
American had shipped a cargo of this
inferior article to this country where it
came duty f ee, and after mixing it
with a better sample of Canadian had
re-shipped it to some foreign port. The
quantity of barley exported as corm.
pared with that taken for home con-
sumption in malt, and exclusive of malt
exported, was in the proportion of
nearly 7 bushels to 1, and the export
price obtained for the surplus fixed the
price of the article consumed at home as
well. We have heard this Session and
otherwise a great deal froin the gentle-
men opposite and their frionds about
"iReciprocity of Trade or Reciprocity
of Tariffs with the Americans, andthe
idea was held out that by imposing in-
creased duties on American products
coming into Canada that Reciprocity
would te secured, and we were told that
until this tariff was iinposed we
have nothing to offer them in return
for Reciprocity. Now, that carne
with a bad grace from any sup-
porter of the hon. member for King-
ston in this House. If we have nothing
to offer the Americans, whose iault is
it? WVho gave up the navigation of the
St. Lawrence in lieu of which we were
supposed to get the navigation of two
rivers away in Alaska, over which we
al eady cnjoyed botter privileges under
a former treaty with Russia ? Who
gave up the use of our canals in
perpetuity to the Americans for a
limited privilege on Lake Michigan,
which expires in a few years, and on
a promise not for the absolute use Of
adjoining American canais on the saie
terms as ours, the privilege of using
our canals was surrendered, but only
a promise from the authorities at
Washington that they would use their
influence with the States owning these
canals. The privileges accorded had
been neutralised by unjust restrictions
which we are powerless to remedy and
have to submit to ? Who abandoned
our Fenian Raid claims without any
compensation from the Americans for
so doing, and coolly turn round ai the
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followers of the right hon. member for
Kingston now do, and tell us we have
nothing to otfor the Americans in re-
turn for Reciprocity, when the man
they delight to honour and call their
leader, surrendered ail these rights
under the Washington Treaty while
sent there to take care of Canadian
interests ? And now, forsooth, we were
told we have nothing to offer, and we
were asked to place that lion. gentleman
again in power. that ho nay have
another opportunity of showing " how
not to do it." When hon. members op-
1)osite asked that a retaliatory policy or
a "IReciprocity of Tariffs" or a
" Chinese Wal1," or by whatever name
they chose to call it, be adopted to-
war(ds the Americans, they talked to the
lairners as if their object was thereby
to secure to them the benefits of a
renewal of the reciprocal trade be-
tween the two countries. ]Before
closing, ho proposed to review
the value that trade would be to
the fariers, and to show that it
would be at best but a matter of partial
benefit, compared with our former
reciproca[ relations. But what would be
the position of our native industries if
that result was brouglit about? Gentie-
Men opposite have loudly called for
Protection to them against unfair
American competition, and we had
heard a great deal about the blessings
Of a Protective tariff as a necessity to
build up our manufactures ; while now
if this retaliatory tariff against the
United States is adopted, they said it
was vith a view to secure reciproeity.
Now, the only American agricultural
produet we consume to any extent is
corn. A I1 we take of that would never
'Je missed from their enormous exports;
so that selling them grain in our mar-
ket is no object, and the free access to
our market for their manufactures
Vould be the only thing worth offer-
mg. But what, then, becomes of Protec-
tion to our manufiteturers in the
face of their protests for more
protection ? The two propositions
Inust be mutually destructive to
each other. But to return to the pro-
duction of barley, in which Ontario had
a special interest, because, in 1876, the
gross exports of the Dominon were
10,168,176 bushels, of which 9,920,818
bushOls went from Ontario; in 1877,

the gross exports were 6,577,180 bush-
els, of which 6,083,154 bushels came
from the Province of -Ontario, as
against 248,357 bushels and 504,026
bubhols in each respective year from
all the remaindor of the Dominion. In
the Internal Commerce returns of the
United States for 1877, ho found a
detailed statement of the imports and
exports of Montreal, and the exports to
the United States of ail the leading
ports. The United States Consul at
Hamilton reported the export of barley
to American p-rts from Hamilton alone,
for the season ending September 30th,
1876, as of the value of nearly
$1,000,000, showing that they were
thoroughly alive to all their trade con-
nections. Another question of prime im-
portance to the farimer was, wbo paid
the dutyof 15c. per bushel imposed hy
the American Government on Cana-
dian barley exported into the United
States. The right hon. member for
Kingston had illustrated this question
by referring to the case of the farmer
on the boundary lino between Canada
and the United States, where there
was only an imaginary lino of division,
and no natural obstruction, and who
produces 2,000 bushels of barley, 1,000
bushels on the Anerican side of his
farm, for which he obtained $1 per
bushel, and 1,000 bushels on the Cana-
dian side, for vhich he can only obtain
85c. per bushel, and he had 'therefore
to pay the United States Government
15c. per bushel for the privilege of
selling bis barley in their narket.
Now, if that statement were true, and
the Canadian producer paid 15e per
bushel to the United States Govern-
ment on the barley ho sells in their
markets, how would that operate were
we to adopt the policy advocated by
lion. gentlemen opposite, " a recipo-
city of tariffs " against the United
States by imposing a duty of 10c. per
bushel on corn ? Would the Amorican
producer pay that duty ? If ho did,
what advantage would it be to the
Canadian farmer, who had been led to
believe ho would obtain an advanced
price for his grain, if there was a duty
on American corn, and that was what
the Conservatives told him. If the
American corn grower did not pay
this 10c. por bushel on their corn
coming into Canada, so that our farmers

Buply- [ APRIL 5, 1878.]



1754 Supply-

obtain that much more than they
do in our markets, thon the Canadian
consumer must pay the Canadian far-
mer a premium cf 10c. per bushel-over
the American producer, or the duty was
ofno value to our farmers. In opposition
to this statement, he maintained that
so long as the American farmers failed
to produce all the barley they required
to supply their home consumption,
and bad to import Canadian barley for
that purpose, just so long the effect of
the duty was that the American con-
sumer had to pay that duty of 15c. per
bushel on our barley, and ho also pays
a bonus to the American farmer of 15c.
on every bushel he consumes, under
those circumstances. Lot him recur to
the illustration used by the right hon.
member for Kingston, of the farmer
with his American and Canadian
barley. A consumer cornes to him on
the American side, and says: " I want
to buy 1,000 bushels of barley for
nalting, or feeding," as the case may
be. The former replies: "I have 1,000
bushels in my barn here, I can sell vou
-at $1.00 per bushel; or I have 1,000
bushels in my barn, over on the Canada
side, I can lot you have at 85c. per
bushel." He says: " Well, I wili take
the 1,000 bushels on the Canada side, it
looks just as good barley, and is 15c.
per bushel cheaper." The bargain is
made and ho starts to bring home his
barley; *but on entering the United
States he is met by the Customs.officer
ofthat country, who says: "You must
pay me 15c. per bushel on this barley
bore you bring it in bore, er I will
confiscate it." Now, who paid the
duty ? Not the Canadian farmer,
who got what his barley was worth in
the market, but the American con-
sumer, who paid this premium on
.every bushel of barley he bought from
the American fàrmer, or protection on
grain; and, as a consequence, recipro-
city of tariffs, do not produce the
effects claimed for them by the Opposi-
tion, for if they benefit the farmer they
must do it by increasing the price to
the consumer, and if thoy increase the
price to the consumer, the Canadian
farmer would not pay the American
duty on the barley exported to the
United States. The loss to the
Canadian farmer, the member for
Centre Wellington (Mr. Orton), figures
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as out of the pockets of our farmers
had not been made. The many cal'
culations we have all seen, of a similar
kind, in the newspapers of the day by
Tory aspirants, are alike unsound and
without foundation, and have only one
object-to mislead the farmers to believe
the Opposition are their friends. This
had been the position of the American
consumer heretofore; but we are, evi-
dently, entering on a Dew order of
things, and if our production of barley
does not diminish materially, both
Canadian and American barley will be
regulated in price by the world's mar-
kets in Erigland, just as American
wheat and corn is at prosent. The
United States barley crop in 1850,
according to the official census returns,
amourted to 5,167,000 bushel-. in
1860 it had increased to 15,825,000
bushels ; in 1870 it was 29,761,000
bushels, and in 1875, 32,552,500
bushels. Their exports of barley, until
recently, were only nominal. -In 1871
they exported 364,840 bushels; and,
again, in 1875, 91,118 bushels. Of the
crop of 1877, which is at present being
handled, the combined Canadian-Am.
erican exports Io England have reached
no less than 4,000,000 bushels, showing
conclusively that the United States
have reached a point where they are
no longer able to consume their own
production and that of Canada, as they
have hitherto done. He thought
that, before long, the price of both
Canadian and American barley wouid
be regulated by the value of their sur-
plus on the English market, wIere
the importations of barley had, during
the last three years, varied from
23,000,000 to 34,000,000 bushels per
annum; and he had no fear, if our
farmers turned their attention to it,
that they would be able to compete
successfully on that market. But they
would need to turn a deaf car to the
prescriptions of doctrinaires on the
Opposition Benches, and attend to the
details of their business. It had becn
urged in the House by gentlemen oppo-
site that the imports of American corn,
froc of duty, operated injuriouslY to
the interests ot our farmers, by con-
peting unfairly with what they call
our coarse grains, such as barley, oas
and pease, and replacing their consumP
tion. Let us take a comparative view
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of our exports and imports of these
«rains for the past five years as being

fair average upon which to base an
estimate. Our aggregate export of
oats from the Dominion for that period
amount to 11,257,000 bushels, at an
aggregate value of $4,916,000, being an
annual average export of 2,251,000
bushcls, at a value at the ports where
exported of 43c. per bushel. We im-
ported none tilt 1876, when 628,000
bushels were brought in, and in 1877,
1,697,000 bushels, making a gross
quantity of 2,325,000 bushels; but of
these we re-exported 1,02à,000 bushels,
leaving 1,300,000 bushels to be con-
sumed here. We also exported oat-
meal during the last two years to the
value of $44?,000, so that our import
of oats was fairly balanced by these
two items. Of pease our gross exports
for five years was 9,864,000 bushels,
realizing for them $8,487,000, an aver-
age export per year of 1,972,000
busliels, at an average price of SGe. per
bushel. Our imports for the fiveyears
only amounted to 8,669 bushe[s in
1877, all of which wer re exported
except 1,117 bushels, evidently some
fancy grade for seed, as they were
valued at $1,370, whatever the trade
mnay be in the future. So far these two
articles have not been imported in suffi-
eient quantities to affect our markets.
Of Indian corn, our' gross imports for
the five vears amounts to 29,737,000
bushels, at an aggregate value of
$16,381.000, being a yearly average of
5,947,000 bushels, and costing at the
port where shipped an average of 55c.
per bushel. Our exports for the same
period, of American and domestic
corn, were 17,840,000 bushels, cf an
aggregate value of $11,386,000, being
a yearly average of 3,568,000 bushels,
at an average price of 63c. per bushel,
im so far as the difference between
the import and export price of' 55c.
and 63c. respectively. If we secured
the carrying of this corn over our
canals or railways,it would thus furnish
erployment to our population, and, lie
presumed, they realized fairly paying
rates for its con veyance. There was,also,
meal Of other kinds than flour of wheat
and rye irnported during these five
Years, to the value of $3,578,000, or a
Yearly value of $715,000, and exported
$1,112,000, or a yearly export of

$222,000 in value, which, we May
assume, was chiefly corn meal. The
united average of our exports of oats,
pease and barley for the five years
amounts to 10,278,000 bushels per year,
while our imports of these grains for
the sane reriod was nominal. During
the same period of five years our im-
ports of corn was in excess of our ex-
ports,and it, therefore, was consumed at
home, amounted to 2,379,000 bushels of
an average in each year, and of meal to
the value of $493.000 per annum.
Allowing, say 900,000 bushels of corn,
to be represented by the imprts of
meal consumed, we would still have
an excess of cats, pease and barley,
called coarse grains, over our united
imports of corn and meal taken for
consurnption in the Dominion, of an
average of 7,000.000 bushels a year
for the last five years. The American
duty on corn is 10c. per bushel. Now,
lie would ask any reasonable man,
what effect a retalintory taritf to that
extent on 3,000,000) bushels of Ameri-
can corn consume( in this country
annually, would have in increasing the
price of the 7,000,000 bushels of sur-
plus coarse grains we have annually
exported ? But there is another
feature worthy of notice here, and
that is: that our export of barley for
the five years averaged 81c. per
)ushel; oats. 43e., and pease, 86e. per

bushel, while we importedcorn during
the same )period at an average price of'
55c. per bushel,which showed most con-
clusively that no reasonable duty on
American coi n would ralse it in ordi-
nary seasons to the value of our
coarse grains, and the duty would,
theref'ore, only burden the consuner
to that extent, and bc no gain
to the farmer. And whien the
hon. members for Centre Wel-
lington and North Ontario declaim
so loudly for a duty on American corn,
they were hardly doing a thing that
would entitle them to the thanks of
their censtituents, as they do not pro-
duce corn for sale, and only purchase
it when low pi iced for feeding pur-
poses. If' the policy those gentle-
men advocate were adopted, it would
only compel their ceonstituents to pay
an increased priee, equal to the duty,
to protect the corn grown in three or
four counties on the shores of Lake

SuIZpy- (ARn1n 5, 1878.]



1156 SUPPlY- [OMN. h a'f

Brie, that being the only portion of
Canada where corn is grown to any
appreciable extent as a staple crop for
sale, while the value of the coarse grains
of their farmers would not be increased.
Before leaving this point, would
the right hon. member for Kingston
explain on the principle he bas been
promulgating with respect to the Ca-
nadian producer paying the American
duty on our barley exported there, the
followinig circumstance respecting our
exports of pease and beans for the past
year? Fron the officiai returns, he
found in 1877 we exported to theUnited
States 470,472 bushels of pease, for
which we received $379,841, or 80c.
per bushel; in the same period we ex-

orted to Great Britain 1,262,566
ushels, and received for them

81,100,104, or 80c. per bushel. The
same season we exported to the United
States 118,281 bushels of beans, for
whici we received $117,920, or 81 per
bushel, while the same year we ex-
ported to Great Britain 1,578 bushels of
beans, 'at $1,370, or 87c. per bushel.
The query was, did the Canadian farmer
pay the duty on the pease going into
the United States, or did the American
consumer? One thing vas evident, the
price was the same going to a country
that imposed a duty, and going to
England, where there was no duty. le
now proposed to review the position
taken by the party now in opposition on
Protection to the farmers wben the
Government was administered by the
right hon, member for Kingston, and
they had an opportunity of' carrying
into effect the pol icy they consider so
important now. But, before doing so,
he would briefly refer to what he
considered our present position,
and, in that respect. he thought
the hon. member for South Norfolk
(Mr. Wallace) had correctly expressed
it, when he said it was not one
of absolute Protection nor yet of
Free-trade. We have incurred heavy
liabilities with a view to developing
the resources of this country, and he
would not stop to enquire what party
was responsible for our debt. It was
sufficient for bis present argument that
it exists, and if we intend to preserve
ourcredit untarnished, itînust be fairly
met, and that was the duty of any
Government in power. It must
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be evident that the requirements
of revenue to meet current expen.
diture must necessitate a tariff for
many years to come, with a
view to producing that income, and
while doing so, must give incidental
Protection to our industries. Now, if
we raiso that duty to such an extent
as to reduce our imports, we must
sacrifice the necessary income, and, in
turn, must impose fresh taxes in
another direction ; and ho thought the
policy of the Government was a wise
one, to maintain a revenue tariff, and, at
the same time, so arrange it as to give
our manufacturers the best facilities
under it, and lie had no sympathy
with the ground most unfairly taken
by their opponents when they charge
the Government with a desire tointro-
duce an absolute Free-trade policy,
which cry they only raised to cover
their own shortcomings in the matter
of this Protection they are now, while
in the cold shades ot Opposition, so
anxious to lead the community to be-
lieve is essential to their prosperity,
but which, he was afraid, wasdueto the
absence of those gentlemen from the
Treasury Benches. The position which
hon. gentlemen opposite had assumed
on this question seemod a very singular
one, whea their own past record was ex-
amined. One would suppose, to hear
them, that the Americans had imposed
duty on Canadian products to punish
Canada for dispossessing them from
office, and that the thing was of recent
origin ; while, in fact, the Americans
imposed these duties on the abrogation
of the Reciprocity Treaty in 1866, and
they have continued the same since.
The tariff in past years,which ho wouild
shortly review,would show how anxioas
these gentlemen were then to protect
the farmers. On the 26th of June,
1866, during the first Session of Par-
liament after reciprocity, the Hon. Mr.
Galt, Finance )Minister in the Govern-
ment of the right hon, meimber for
Kingston, in his Budget Speech, pro-
posed a duty of 10c. per bushel ol

Indian corn and all other grains, except
wheat, and, in reply to a question from
Mr. Rymal, he stated that ho did not
intend to propose any duty on wheat,
because it was an article that enterd
largely into the exports of the country,
and to have put a duty on it would
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only needlessly raise the price of bread,
and would not benefit the farmers to
any extent, because the price in foreign
markets regulated the price in Canada.
The tariff adopted in 1866 was as fol-
lows: Flour of wheat and rye, 50c.

per bushel; flour and meal of al]
other kinds, except wlieat, 10c. per
bushel, and wheat was duty free, be-
cause Mr. Galt said it would only
enhance the price of bread to the con-
sumer without benefitting the farmer.
Power was also taken under the Act to
repeal the duty by proclamation of
the Governor if the United States
should in the meantime repeal theirs.
In 1868, as the United States had not
seen fit to repeal their duty on grain
coming fromn Canada, and the hon.
Minister from Kingston still adminis.
tered Canadian affairs, the taiiff was
again readjusted, and flour of wheat
and rye meal and grain of all kinds,
ineiuding Indian cornwas placed on the
fiee lit, and the debate on the occa-
,ion in the House reads as follows
'SiriJon Macdonaldsaid that theflour
tax had been imposed as an assertion
of the independence of the country
against American exclusive legislation.
It had been maintained with that view
until it had been found to work
oppressively on certain sections of
the community, and was now
repcaled as a step in the right direc-
tion." Now, the other way was called
by the same gentle man, by the same
tern, " a step in the right direction."
Turning to another report of this
peech in the journals of the day ho

said further. "He had adopted one
uniforra pohcy for administering the
affairs of the Dominion." He did not
Propose to impose a tariff for one sec-
tion which would bear unfairly on
another, and this relaxation was for
the purpose of taking a burden off the
consuming population of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick. who were un-
fairly pressed by this duty imposed.
Mr. Jones, of North Grenville then rode
the agricultural hobby, and for years
after, till the member for Centre Wel-
lington took it in charge, and thus
kept the interest of the farmers before
the Government of the member for
Klingston continuously tili 1873, and
he, at this time, opposed his leader

cause lie said it was unfiair to sacri-

fiee the interests of 2,500,000 for the
bonefit of only 250,000 people, while
the member for South Ontario (T. N.
Gibbs) was then, as now, a consistent
advocate of a duty being placed on
American flour. Mr. Gibbs said
"that he regretted the change in the
tariff by remitting the duty on bread-
stuffs; urging we should still try
and counteract the effect of Ameri-
can legislation, which imposed a
duty of 20e. per bushel on
oui wheat, while on flour it was equi-
valent to a tax of 35c. per bushel on
wheat. The kind of Protection the
hon. member was advocating on triis
occasion, for the farmer, was worthy of
notice, as it was the policy of the hon.
gentlemen oppo.site when in power,
and when it suited their purpose they
repeaied it. A duty of 50u. per barrt
was imposed on American flour, while
it admitted American wheat free of
duty, and that was bis idea of protec-
tion to the farmer, being, in fauet, a
preminum of 50c. on every barrel of
flour made fron American wlicat over
Canadian. Thus the tariff of the hon.
member for -Kingston placed both
grain of all kinds and flour upon the
tree list. and they continued it thus in
spite of the protest of the members
for South Ontario and Grenville
till 1870, when another change
was considered necessary, and this
tirne it vas announced by the ambi-
tious title of a National Policy, what-
ever that meant. The tariff was thon
amended as follows: duty on wheat
4c. per bushel ; on al[ other kinds of
grain, including Indian corn, 3c. per
bushel; flour of wheat and rye, 25c.
per barrel; Indian meal, oatmeal, and
all other kinds, 15c. per barrel. This
was the mneasure of protection the
right hon. member for Kingston and
bis followers then thought sufficient
f-r the farmer, and it was their estimate
then of reciprocity of tariffs against
the Americans, whose example they
were now so anxious to emulate, for the
same object of obtaining reciprocity
seems to have been kept steadily in
view, and the Act again had a proviso
for the abolition of these duties by pro-
clamation, if the Americans withdrew
theirs and entered into reciprocity with
us. lespecting the Americari duty on
Canadian grain, he would quote their
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tariff as inposed on the abrogation by
them of the Reciprocity Trealy, in
April, 186G, and which romain the same
today, through al the noise about re-
ciprocity of tariff, or no tariff, made by
designing politicians seeking office in
this Dominion. The American tariff on
grain is as follows:-

Wheat, per bushel..........
Barley, do ...................
Indian Corn do ........ ..........
Oais do .............. ....
Pease, for seed.. ...................

do for use .........................
Flour ......... .........................
Oatmeal......, ............
Corn meal...............................
Animals .....................

cents.

per et.
tg

These were the American duties in
1866, and are the same under the
tariff of 1877. Again he would draw
the attention of fhe flouse to the kind
and amount of Protection accorded to
the farmer under this national policy
tariff. Hie remembered, when at this
time ho was quietly pursuing his
avocation as a farmer, following the
plough and drawing his own grain to
market, and before ho had assumed
any of the duties of political life, con-
versing with one of the leading mil-
lors who spoke in loud terms of praise
of this National Policy as one of
protection to the farmer. But a little
examination would show it was framed
in the interests of some other parties
rather than the farmer. The member
for North Ontario (Mr.W.H.Gibbs) had
told the House that four bushels, 201b.,
of wheat, made a barrel of flour, say 4½
bushels on which 4c. per bashel of
duty was levied,.making 18c.,while the
duty on a bushel of American flour
was 25c., a bonus of 7c. on every
barrel of flour made from American
over Canadian wheat, and the fact was
a familiar one, that on the grain mar-
ket, at that time, as it is to-day, the
prices paid to the farmer rise and fahi,
as a rule, in accordance with the
changes in the Liverpool markets,
where both Canadian and American
surplus grain finds a market on equal
terms. In 1871, the National Policy
did not sit comfortably on the people,
and the peculiar manipulations it re-
ceived at the hands of gentlemen oppo-
site, who were then still in charge of
the affairs of the Dominion, were fresh
in the recollection of many'present,
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when, after a great deal of manSuvr-
ing Miristers themselves aided in vot-
ing down this National Policy in the
House where they had a working ma-
jority of, at least, 40; and again grain
of all kinds and flour was admitted free
of duty into Canada, and had
remained since in that condition,
although there was no change of
Government tilt the end of 1873.
Thore was another feature which lie
thought was ontitled to be considered
in this question, in so far as this
Protection was applied both to the
United States and Canada. And the
United States wore to-day a proof that
the proLtective policy of that country,
in which it had full play, had not been
in the interest of the farmer. In this
connection, he found that if thev looked
at the relative position of these two
countries, it would bo plain to every
one that circumstances were as he had
stated. Both the United States and
the Dominion had held out their im-
mense and unoccupied territory as an
inducement to the over-crowded popu-
lation of other countries to settle on
those cheap lands and becomo pro-
ducers, aud had drawn a large immi-
gration in consequence. The United
States farmer was placed at this disad-
vantage: that the great increase of farm
productb from so much new country
being improved, kept the production
far above the home consumption, and
while paying high prices for all goods
he bought, he was obliged to take the
prices which his wheat, corn and other
products would fetch in the English
market, after deducting the cost of
freight in transporting his products to
that market, because the United States
have all through this period been large
exporters of wheat and corn, the two
great staples of American farm produt.
In 1876, they exported 87,000,000
bushels of wheat, and 50,000,000
bushels of corn, a fair portion of the
transport of wbich, by judicious manl-
agement, we should be able to secure
for carriage over our canals and rail-
ways to the seaboard. A few nights
ago the Chairman of the Immigration
Committee stated that Manitoba cOn-
tained 9,000,000 acres of land, and that
there was enough of fertile land
in the North-West to make twentY
Provinces, exclusive of grazing
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lands. Few realized how much good
grauin-produci-ng prairie we possess in
thatregion, and with the largo immi-

gration already gone there and rapidly
ipeceasing, we may reasonably assume
that instead of excluding United States
corn from competing with our farmers,
our exports of all kinds of grain
will be largely increased by the surplus
of our own territory; and it would be
wisdom in our farmers and legislators,
instead of embarrassing our trade with
the Western States by foolish restric-
tions, to remember the probabilities of
our own increased production and pre-
pare accordingly, as through the im-
mense reduction in freights from the
West, thereby practically bringing
them nearer the great consuming mar-
hets of the East, reciprocity was yearly
becoming ofless value to the far mers of
Ontario. In 1876, wheat was carried to
New York from Buffalo by railway for
5¼C. per bushel, less than the tolls levied
on it over the Erie Canal in 1870, and
the freight paid in addition; while corn
cost from Chicago to New York for
freight in ]872, 26c. per bushel
and the regular rate in 1876
was only 8e. per bushel. Last
season, wheat was carried from
Winnipeg, in Manitoba, to Duluth, for
24c. per bushel, and from Duluth to
Montreal for 10c. per bushel, making
34Q. per bushel to the seaboard from
Winnipeg, which rate would be
materially reduced as the communica-
tions by railway into that Province,
now in progress, were completed. He
had faith in the future of his country,
notwithstanding that hon. gentlemen
on the Opposition benches seemed ex-
pressly anxious to hold on to this
depression, which was now elogging
our business and depressing our indus
tries. Bt- they were only suffering
in a secondary degree compared with
the United States. This depression
extended to all countries of the world
which had commercial relations with
each other. He could not help think-
ing that that depression was to-day
the chief stock-in-trade of the Opposi-
tion in dealing with the issues before
the House and the country. While
there was a great deal said about
developing the trade of Montreal by
securig two or three cargoes of teaper year from foreign ports for the

purpose of building up a tea trade, they
should not forget the enormous trade,
which, byjudicious management, they
could build up with that vast produc-
ing country the North-West, both
American and Canadian, and no city
can long enjoy a prosperous foreign
commerce that has not faciiities for in-
tornal commerce and transportation,
and the grain t-i-de oflers a
large business for the enploy-
ment of vessels to transport it.
In connection with that matter, he
found that last year Montreal received
American grain to the amount of
19,000,000 bushels, while in 1863 it was
only a little over 6,000,000 bushels,
and, compared with New York, showed
a very remarkable increase in that
period. The amount of employment
given by this trade to our lake craft,
our sailors, and our canals and rail-
ways, was a feature that should not be
forgotten; and, while ho would also
liko to see an import tea trade done
direct by Montreal, if thereby the price
was not raised to the consumer, which
gentlemen opposite professed to be now
so anxious to secure, he thought their
action was against the commerce of
Montreal, by checking the trade with
the West by proposing retaliatory
legislation. It was a wise policy of
this Government to decline to check
that trade in any way whatever. As
far as hon. gentlemen opposite were
concerned, their interest iu the agri-
cultural population had been developed
so late in the day, that it must suggest
itself to the mind of every intelligent
man whether this movement was in the
interest of the agriculturist or of the
struggling politician. From the abro-
gation of the Reciprocity Treaty in
1866 down to 1873, those gentlemen
had power, but their policy at that
time was entirely contrary to that
which they now advocated. If they
had then believed in the principles they
now professed, would they not hav
made some steps in that direction wber
they held the reins of power. He was
not there to impute motives to anyone,
but no other legitimate conclusion
could be drawn from their conduct on
this occasion than that this movement
was not so much in the interest of the
farmer as in the interest of the party
in opposition, who were only anxious
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for its aid to climb back into office.
In the summer, when the leaders of the
Opposition talked so eloquently about
the interest of the workingman in this
country, when workingmen's demon-
strations were inaugurated, it struck
him (Mr. Bain) that it was not so mach
the workingmen they desired to
benefit as that class ot working politi-
cians who desired to work themselves
back to place and power, and to get the
votes of these people to etiable them to
do it. Up to the moment when these
gentlemen were driven from office-no,
he would not say driven, for they waited
not for the format verdict of the peo-
ples reprosentatives, but fled from
oflice precipitately in 1873, when the
Pacific scandal came to the surface
-np to this period, and as long as they
had power to carry out their views,
they displayed no anxiety for the agri-
cultural class; but now they were anxi-
ous to cultivate the farmer, and ho
thought the conclusion to be drawn was
th at it w as because of the near approaeh
.f the general elections, and because
these people had votes.

Mn. RY MAL moved the adjournnent
of the debate.

Motion ajreed to.

Hiouse adjourned at
One o'clock.

HIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Alonday, Sth April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at
Threoe o'clock.

PRAYERS.

THE QUEBEC CRISIS.

MESSAGE FROU HIS EXCELLENCY.

MR. MACKENZIE delivered a mes-
sage from His Excellency the Gover-
nor-General.

MR. SPEAKER read the message,
and it is as follows:-
<DUFFEa1N.

"The Governor-General transmits to the
House of Commons a tetter from the Hen.
C. B. DeBoucherville, having reference to
the recent Ministerial changes in the Pro-
vince of Quebec.
"'GovERNMENT HOUsE,

"OTTAW, th of April, 1878."

ME. BAiN.

SUPPLY.-THE TARIFF.

Order to resume the adjourned
debate on Mr. Cartwright's proposed
motion: " That Mr. Speaker do now
leave the Chair, for the House to go
again into Committee of Supply,"
and of Mr. Brown's motion in amend-
ment thereto:-

" That Mr. Speaker ao not now leave tie
Chair, but that it be Resolved, That where.
as a large quantity of wheat an i flour has
been inported into Canada within the lat
few years, this House is of opinion that the
interests of Canadian firmers would be pro.
moted by the imposition of a duty ou these
articles."
-read.

MR. RYMAL said he presumed he
almost owed an hpology to the Huse
for having protracted the discussion on
this important question ; but he felt, as
a representative of an agricultural con-
stitiency, that he could searcely allow
it to pass without saying a few words
upon it and its effects on the peoplehe
represented. The question before the
Iouse involved the principles of Frce-
trade and Protection, so-called--ters
which, he ventured to assert, did not
properly apply to the condition of
things in thi-s country. There was no
one, so far as ho knew, in the House
who asserted that absolute Free-trade
would bo at all applicable to our present
position. It would be well, perhaps, to
learn how these terms came into general
use. At the time when the starving
millions of Britain were asking Parlia-
ment to relieve them froi the duties
on corn, they petitioned Pai liament
largely, praying for the free admission
of corn into their country, and these
were known as Free-trade petitions.
The landed aristocracy and the farm-
ers, who thought that their interests
were imperilled if Free-trade Was
granted, petitioned Parlianent to be
protected in the rights they had sO
long enjoyed, and these were called
Protectionist petitions; and it appeared
that ever since, in ail countries wher-
ever the subject of tariff relations Ivas
brought into consideration, that the
ter-ms, "Frec-trader "and £'Protection-
ist," "Free-trade" and "lProtection,
had been used. But, as ho had said,
w-e held that absolute Free-tradO in this
c untry was impossible. No one de-

sired it. No one advocated it. No one
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,expected it to prevail here; but what
they had to consider was, in what way
they might best raise the money noces-
sary to carry on the government of
the conntry, and best seure the inter-
ests of the people while laying these
burdens upon them. He held that
we must have a revenue tariff,
and that this was the acknow-
ledged system in vogue throughout the
civilized world, wherever Governments
sitracted from the people the means
icessary to carry on public affairs.
lie believed that it would be botter if
direct taxation were resorted to, but
that it would raise a rebellion in one-half
of the civilized countries in the world
if the people were made aware of the
immense amount of taxation to which
they were subject. Governments being
wise in their day and generation had
consequently resolved to keep from the
general public, or the taxpayers, the
fuit knowledge of the great amount of
taxation to which they were indirectly
subject. He believed that a revenue
tariff was the best means by which
they cou Id collect the revenue required
for the Governinent of the country;
that this tariff should bo so arranged as
to bear as equally upon all classes as
possible; that no class should be spe-
cially favoured in levying these
duties. That when we had secur-
ed sufficient money to meet the
demand of the Government, taxation
should cease, and that after the money
thus secured was equivalent to what we
wanted, we should not be foolish
enough to commence to tax the people
for one another's benefit, which was
known as Protection. We had
for sone years past frequently
had this question up before the
House for discussion. The cry of Pro-
tection was first raised in behalf of the
muanufactures of Canada, and it became
sLrong at a timo when'the hon. gentle-
men opposite were in power, and were
reducing the taxation of the country.
He eould well remember when enor-
mous deputations of manufacturers used
to be around the corridors of this
Ohamber, importuning members an4
beseeching the Government in order
tO imcrease the taxation with a view,
he believed, to their espeeial benefit.
The Government of the day wisely re-
mlated these importunities. It was one

il][

of the wise things for which he gave
them credit; but an evil day for these
hon. gentlernen came round- a changce
of circumstances took place. Theff
ces which they had, so long filled, they
were obliged to vacate, and then à
change in their views took place.
The manufacturers, principally their
political friends, were unable to
sustain these hon. gentlemen in
office, and they began to look
aroùnd to find out if it would be pos-
sible for them evor to regain the posi-
tions they had lost. Theu it was that
for the first ti.ne Protection to.farmers
became the rallying cry. The manu-
facturers and the Tory politicians com-
bined, then devised the plan by which
they hoped to "rope " the farmers
into their ring and victimize them for
the benefit of the manufacturers, to
wheedle them into the belief that Par-
liament was going to do something for
them and by that means to get ihem
to sustain Tory candidates at the elec-
tions and bring about the restoration to
power of the men who had disgraced
their positions. Tbey had had a trial
of this thing. In 1866, the then Con-
servative Government imposed a tax
on wheat and flour--

An HoN. MEMBER: No.

Mi. RYMAL said that in 1868 tbis
duty was repealed. If it was proper to
impose it in 1866, thon it was im-
proper to repeal it in 1868. The cir-
cumstances had not ch anged materially.
Was there an change at all ?

Ma. GIBBS (South Ontario) : No
duty was imposeod on wheat in 1866.

Mit. RYXAL said very well. Then
it was levied on flour and breadstuffs.
The advocates of this repeal comprised
a certain number of the hon. gentle-
men opposite who wero n'ow anxious
for the re-imposition of this duty. Hie
excepted his Ion. friend fron South
Ontario frQm any change in his opi-
nion. Like a gool soldier, the hon.
gentleman had stood to his guns. -He
believed that the hon. gentleman could
take credit to himself for having be
wrong i n the first place and for having
been wrong ever since. His right
hon. friend from Kingston was not
in his place; lie (Mr. Rymal) wished
he were, for he desirgd to makeý
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a few propositions to the hon. gentle-
man, and to know whether he assent-
ed to them or not; but the hon. gentle-
man's lieutenants were there, and he
supposed they had command of the
forces. He (Mr. Rymal) recollected
that the hon. member from Kingston,
on the 30th April, 1868, made a state-
ment on the floor of the House, which
lie (Mr. Rymal) now asked permission
to quote, as follkyws:

" Sir John A. Macdonald said that the four
tax had been imposed as an assertion of the
independence of the country against American
exclusive legislation. It had been maintained
with that view until it had been found to work
oppressively on certain sections of the com-
munity, and it was now repealed as a step in
the right direction."

This was the statement of a statesman
clothed with responsibility at the time,
but to-day this hon. gentleman, divested
of all responsibiliy, wandered to and
fro, like some evil spirit, up and down
the country, and ignored this declara-
tion which he then made, and endea-
voured to delude the people into the
belief that the re-imposition of duties
of this kind would now be a step
in the right direction. On that
occasion the 'hon. member for
South Ontario protested strongly
against the remission of these taxes;
and his hon. friend from Compton
(Mr. Pope) took the Nova Scotia view
of the question (though no Nova Sco-
tian) and maintained the inadvisabili-
ty of attemping to subserve the parti-
cular and local interests of protective
princi piles prejudicial to the general wel-
fare. These were the doctrines which he
(Mr. Rymal) then believed in, though
they were set forth by his political
opponents, and be still believed in
them. Let them, if they could, for a
moment decide upon the operation and
results of a tax on grain coming into
this country. It was said by some
that the party growing the grain-we
were importing from the United States
-paid the duty. He (Mr. Rymal)
never heard anyone who possessed
credit for having common sense utter
such a thing in seriousness. He fancied
that no man gifted with a fair share of
penetration and honest enough to
express his sentiments, was foolish
enough to suppose that the American
people wouldfor our especial benefit
pay money bito our treasury and let

Ma. ]ntL.

us have their grain at the price the
law of suppiy and demand warranted,
Let them suppose a case, because
things sometimes become plainer when
illustrated. He lived near Hamilton
-where there was a considerable grain
market, and where a good deal of
American corn was bought and sold.
They would suppose, as was the case
at present, when there was no taxation
upon this article that he could have
corn laid down in Hamilton for fifty
cents a bushel. He held that it would
be impossible for him to secure it at
that price if five cents per bushel were
levied upon it. The cost would then
fifty-five cents a bushel. Did this
proposition accord wi' h the common
sense of his hon. friends cpposite ? He
would like to have their assent to or
dissent from some of these propos-
itions, and while the hon. gentlemen
remained quiet, as he trusted they
would, hé should take it for granted
that the propositions he submitted
were acceptable to them. They
They then took it for granted that the
imposition of duties on American corn
coming into Canada increased the
price of this article to the ceonsemer in
Canada. Let them see -what else it
did. It also increased the price to the
Canadian grower of corn to the same
extent, because if it cost him fifty-five
cents a bushel to lay it down in lam-
ilton, he (Mr. Rymal) could not buy it
froin the Canadian farmer for less,
supposing the latter corn to be of equal
quality, so that the price was regulated
by the admission of American corn
into this country, or the prioe it would
bring in any other market, duties and
cost of transportation added. The re-
salt of this was to the Canadian farinér
a bonus granted by the Government Of
five cents per bushel in order to induce
him to grow corn until the corn-groW-
ing capacity of this country was fairly
exhausted, or sufficient to met the
entire demand. This proposition, ho
presumed, would meet with the
approval of his hon. friends opposite.
He defied them, if it came to that, tO
gainsay it, or show that it was wrong.
They would now taka up wheat an.d
see what was the result of bringing t
in free of duty. They had always su -
posed, outrightly supposed,,that C&We
as far as breadstuffs were concernei
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was not an importing but an exporting
country. We bad always had more
than our people required for consump-
tion and had always exported this
article. The United States lying along
side of us, with whom we had such
large transactions and which was our
competitor on the European continent
in the matter of grain, had also always
bad an export of breadstuffs. He held
that this could not interfere with the
price of wheat in Canada, we having a
surplus for export, if the entire trade
of the Western States came down over
our water ways and railways, and that
to exclude it by placing any barriers
in the way of trade, even if it were in
the form of bonding, would have a
tendency to drive a good portion of
this traffic into other channels, to the
detriment of our shippers, sailors,
merchants, and forwarders. In 1875
we imported 5,105,158 bushels of wheat
and exported 7,053,544 bushels. Thus,
every bushel that we brought into the
country we sent out again, besides,
1,948,366 bushels that we raised our-
selves, Would any one be bold enough to
say that when we had 1,948,000 bushels
of our home-grown wheat for sale it
made any difference to us how many
thousands or millions of bushels were
carried over the railways and canals of
Canada ? We would not buy their
wheat, unless as a speculation. We
did not require it; our supply was
more than equal to the demand. Let
him suppose the tumbler which he
held in his hand represented our sup-
ply, and a smaller tumbler to represent
Our demand. If he filled the smaller
tumabler to overflowing, where would
the surplus go to ? Or in other
words: where would our surplus
wheat go to? It must find an
outlet through a natural channel to
the markets of the world. And if the
wheat from the Western States was
Poured into the already filled cup, it
Would only add to the surplus which
had to be disposed of outside. During
the years 1871 to 1877, inclusive, we
raied and exported 5,000,000 bushels,
inPeund numbers, more than we re-
quired for our own use, and he main-
tained that under these circumttances
he imposition of a duty on wheat

Would neither do good nor harm; it
Would iljture the Canadiau ship~per,

11i

railroad people and others engaged in
the carrying trade. Coming next to
oats, he found on the notice paper a
motion that it would be advisable to
place an import duty on oats. Well,
if we did not grow as many oats as we
required and wanted to increase the
price, that would be a step in the right
direction. But, the fact was that we
produced more oats than we consumed.
During the five years which he had
referred to, we imported 2,326,173
bushels of oats and exported 12,286,156,
showing that we exported 10,000,000
of our home grown oats to foreign
markets. What possible influenc&
could the impost of a duty on oats
have on the price of those grown in.
Canada, when six bushels were ex-
ported for every one imported from
the United *States. Besides the
2,000,000 bushels which we imported
we exported 10,000,000 bushols of
home-grown oats. Barley and rye-
stood in the same category. In round,
numbers, we imported 403,000 bushels
during the last six years, and imported
40,000,000. Did his hon. friends oppo-
site, then, believe that the imposition
of a duty on American barley would
have any influence upon the price of'
our barley? He knew they did not.
They were not so greatly mistaken as
that. The importe and exporte of
flour or wheat during the last five years
were very much alike, there being only
2,000 brrrels difference. Any flour,
he presumed, which was exported was
from the wheat growing regions of
Ontario, and the imports we made
went principally into the Maritime
Provinces. To impose a duty on four,
therefore, would be to do that which
was decidedly unfair, because we would
be putting a duty on our brethren of
the Maritime Provinces which we did
not share, the benefits would aecrue to
us while the burden would bo laid
upon them. Let not those who
advocated Confederation and who
were continually boasting of the man-
ner in which they had carried out that
grand scheme, array one Province
against another, and mar that perfect
unity which they secured a few years
ago. He said a few moments ago that
the attempt on the part of the manu-
facturers to delude farmers into the-
belief that to put a duty on American
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gains would be a beneût to the far-
mers, was a well laid plan to de-
ceive the unwary. That plIn, bow-
ever, was adopted now, and
.advocated by his hon. friend from
Kingston, who at one tirne denounced
it when clothed with responsibility.
Now that ho had become divested of
responsibility, the ho. gentleman
played the mountebank from one par t
of the country to another, and ignor-
ing his professions of a few short years
.aîo, joined with the manufacturers in
endeavouring to delude the farmers of
Canada into the belief that agricultural

rotection would be greatly for their
nefit. le (Mr. Rymal) admitted

that anong his friends in Wentworth
there were a few farmers who favoured
Protection, but some of his opponents,
liberai and intelligent men-did not
believe it would be for the benetit
of the farmer. lie had had a
long. talk with one of them a week
before ho left to attend to his
duties this Session, and speaking of Pro-
tection, this farmer said : " Rymal, that
-cry for Protection is all bosh ; I aM
fully convinced of that, but, neverthe-
bas, I am going to vote the Tory ticket
straight." It was because these
men were going to vote for the Tory
ticket that the right hon. member fr
Kingston was 80 anxious to propagate
theseosentiments and promulgate theso
ideas, beeause ho might thlreby be
able to disaract and divide the Refor-
mers of Ontario by sowing d1asension
among them ; by advocating a scheme
which ho once very justly deounaced.
In fact ho (Mr. Rymal) thought the
hon. gentleman would turn himself in-
sido ont in order to accomplish his
4designs. It was said by some that
famers were anxiously deairing
that something should be. done
in the way of Protection. Few of the
most intelligent, however, wouid be
fonnd who eonsidered that they would
be benefitted by anything doue in this
.direction. The great mass of the
farmers of Ontano--be spoke more
particularly of them baumane of them
ne was most qualidfi. to speak-did
not believe in this thing at ali. The
farmers had never asked for themsel-
ves this kind of legislation. Among
the hundreds and thousanda offarmers
in Ontario, none had ever sent a peti-

MuE. RYMÂL.

Tha -Ta

tion there praying for tbe im poeiun
of a duty on wheat, ilour, rye or
India* corn. And when the great
assemblage of representatives of t&_
farming omnamunity met in Toronto
some two or three months ago---e
meant the Grand Division of Grangge
-di4 they take any action in reier-
cuve to this matter? No, a fow of
them desired to do so, but after sound-
ing the opinions of that representa.
tive body of farmers, and finding that
it would not do, tbey abandoned the
idea. lie tbought he had show»
pretty conclusively that the importa.
tion of American grains-with the
exception o corn - into Canada had
not a tendency to increase the prices
to the Canadian farmer. By plac-
ing an impost of five cents per
bushel on American corn imported
into this country, the farmer,' prices
wo"t be increasedi by the amouit
levierd on the American production.
That was a proposition wbich met
with the assent of the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, that the price
of a farmuer's produce was in-
creased to the same extent as the tax
levied op the Americans. The hou.
ge4tleffl was not bold enough to coI-
tra4dict that proposition, and he (MX.
Rymal) took it for granted that hç
afssnted, tihereto. This spasmodic zeal
for the interest of the farmei, ho held,
was brought about by the political
»ecssities of hon. gentlemen opposite.
Ue didl not blame them for bein
anxions tQ return to the loaves and
fishes, because they began to look as if
they weve 4ungered. His SyMl
pahies wore sometimes moved
when ho saw their uutterable crav-
ingo for the feshpots of EgyPt-

ut let them attain to that position by
fair »n4 honourable mons; let themi
nqt attfflpt to delude a onfiding
public into the belief that their noe-
tgag, qWhieh they attempted to admin4
ioter, would cure or alleviate ADf
m4leoly under which they laboured.
The prosjees held out to the farmuilg
çoypaiy of blessinge yet to come
restq4 on the condition that tlie
wpuWI fUg down and worship the right
hou. gentleman and reinstate him a
leadox in Paliament and Governflbt
if you did not, dire reverses and dire
calamities &M your thte; but bring

1ffl 8UPPly- (CoMMG.l



T8é Taneff. 1

him in and prosperity is yours-your
coffrs shall overflow with coin and
our barns and granaries shall be
rsting with plenty. " I will,"he says,

"give you good prices for all that you
can raise, and I have so arranged with
Providence that you shall raise bfg
crops." Now, we road of one who
went to and fro upon the earth
many years ago and tempted the
people by false promises. He tempted
onr Saviour by taking him up into a
fhigh mountain, showing Hlim the kin-
doms of the earth, and promising Him
ail these if He would fall down Mâd
worship him. His (Mv. Ryrmal's) hon.
friend opposite appealed to the people
d Canada, who, he assunmed, WoUld
reteive many blessings if they would
fall down and worship, him, but not
otherwise. He was like the doc-
tor who, happening to go àlong
the street accidentally, was asked to
euter a bouse for the purpose of pre-
sûribing for a patient who was very
iii, but, feeling that ho had tiot received
a regular call, he refused to give his
advice or prescription. So it was with
the hon. gentleman- -

Mi. MASSON: That is the Premier's
doctrine.

Ma. RYMAL: I should like to know
what sort of prescription my hon.
friend would give the country if
regularly called in. Would it be a
protective, or readjusted, or retaliatory,
or scientific tariff, of which we have
heard so much from hon. gentlemen
opposite ?

Sim JOHN A. MACDONALD: You
did not finish the story about the man
who went up into the high mountain.

MR. RYMAL: That was not a man,
that was the devil; the other tempter
did not go up to the top Of the
mountain ; ho went round the country
holding pienies and te.mpting the
people. It was said that the im-
Portation of American corn into this
('ountry was detrimental to our far-
mers, as it would lower the price of
their coarse grains. Now, what did
the importation of grain into this
eountry last year do for the revenue of
the country ? We brought in and retain-
ed for di-tillation about 1,000,000 bush-
els of corn free of duty. And what did it

produoe? Those who were conversant
with the distillation of spirits told hlim
thàt every bushel of Indian eorn
produced three and a half gallons of
spirits, and there was an excise dut
of 75t. on every gallon so produced, "e
that from 50c. worth of corn imported
into this country free of duty, 82.64
went directly into the Treasury of the
Dominion of Canada, being a duty of
525 per cent., and yet he was told tàt
the importation of corn was detri-
mental to the best interests of our
country! Why, if we could import
10,000,9000 bushels and put them
throngh a procees of distillation, we
would derive a revenue of upwards of
$26,000,000sufficient to pay the entire
expenses of the Government of Canada.
But some one said if " they muet have
whiskey let us make it from our
potatoes, our barley, or our rye."
Well, how would the distillor fare
undu that operation? His hon. friend
the member for Centre Wellington
(Mr. Orton), a night or two ago, when
speaking about barley, malt and corn
told tnem that 24 pounds of corn con-
tained the same amount of essence,
or extract of spirit suitable
for the production of beer qr
spirits as 36 pounds of malt and 3C
pounds of malt represents a bushoi of
barley, so that one bushel of corn was
equal to two of barley for the produc-
tion of spirils or malt liquois, and was
oqul to one and one half bushel of
rye for the same purpose. Ef,
therefore, a bushel of corn w>rth 70e.
including a duty of 20 c. could produce
the same amount of spirits or boer as
two bushels of barley, it would actually
be worth $1.40, and 1 bushels of r*re
would be worth $1.05, so that it was
impossible--unless the importation of
corn was prohibited-to expect the
coarse grains raised by the Canadian
farmer could ever enter into successful
competition with corn in the production
of spirits. Ris hon. friend from King-
ston had frequently, in bis campaign
speeches, referred to the fact alluded
to by him to-night that the Canadian
produce paid the duty on the barley
sent into the United States. A more
illogical proposition, it appeared to-
him (Kr. Rymal) never emuanated
from a man oceupying for so long a
time such a position, and it was
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evidently opposed to many previous
statements, of his to which he (Mr.
Rymal) would refer. Why, if we im-
ported cotions and consnmed them, we
p aid the duty ; if we niported grain or
ndian coÀn from the United States

for consumption, we paid the duty.
The sane might be said with reference
to the barley from eastern town-
bhips, to which the hon. gentleman
ha referred.- If the American peo-
ple imported that barley for consump-
tion, they paid the duty. The duty
was paid in every case by the con-
sumer. There was no doubt about
that. No one but a madman would
attempt to argue to the contrary,
and nio one but a fool would believe
it. The hon. gentleman bas said,
" What was sass for the goose
was sass for the gander," and en-
deavoured to fatten his geese with
sucl flapdoodle as that, but their con-
stitution on his (Mr. Rymal's) side of
the louse was too high for such stuff.
It reminded him of the Scotch parson
who had a servant of the opinion that
he could preach -as well as his
master, and he told his master so.
" Well," said the parson in reply " do
you think you could draw an infer-
ence, John, if I were to give you the
text ?" " Faith, I think I could," said
John. " Well, 1 will give you this text
and we shall see:

" And the wild ass's colt snuffeth up the
wind."
Now, John, just draw your inference
from that." "I would infer from
that," John replied, " that it would sniff
a lang time before it would be unco'
fat." And so be (Mr. Rymal)
thought with regard to the Tory
followers; they had been flapdoodled
to any extent. It was sometimes
amusing--dropping this corn ques-
tion, because he believed it had been
thoroughly disposed of, and that from
the able manner in which it had been
deait with the farmers must now thor-
oughly understand it-he had often
been amused at the boasting which
hon. gentlemen opposite indulged in
as to the result of the next appeal to the
people. He was not vain enough to sup.
pose that his own party -vould corne ont
ofthe battle without some ot their num-
ber being silain, but the hon. gentle-

ME. Ryxw,.

men opposite had better be careful
that they were not drawn into an am-
bush, and before they knew
what they were about, be un-
borsed. He had no doubt that when
they assembled after the next election
many well-known faces would be mis-
ing; there would be many who might
be numbered, fbr the time being,
among the political dead. His right hon.
friend from Kingston (Sir John A.
Macdonald) had indulged in a great
deal of boasting. He had prodicted
on almost every platform. on which he
appeared, that the time had come,
that the handwriting was on the wall,
and that ail they wanted was an appeal
to'the people to, be triumphantly re-
turned, and to become leaders of this
louse and directors of the affairs of

this country. He (Mr. Rymal) would
rather boast when laying aside his
armour than when putting it on; and
he would advise gentlemen opposite to
look well before they leapt, and to
watch their opponents pretty closely.
He presumed the friends of the Gov-
ernment meant to win the battle if pos-
sible ; at least, speaking for himself,
he expected a pretty hard contest. Ie
would promise his opponent, whoever
he might be, if his life was spared and
his health hold out, that the constitu-
ency would be contested inch by inch,
and if bis friends who had scored
victories . continuously for forty
years again stood by him, as in days
gone by, he could defy opposition.
His hon. friends opposite were
inclined to boast about the successful
demonstration they had in Hamilton
last summer, and ho was bound to say
that if more numbers created a succes
they had reason to feel proud ; but the
faet was that one-half of the people who
attended that demons ration were at-
tracted by the same curiosity as they
were two years before, when Barnum
came along with his menagerie. One of
the right hon. gentleman's supporters
remarked to another man : " This is the
grandest day, the biggest day that
Hamilton bas ever seen." Ris listeler
replied, "Well, I don't know, I can't
say that; but it is the biggest day
Hamilton bas ever seen except the
Lime when Barnum came here
with bis show." Certainly it ws
a large- demonstration, but ho (Mr.
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Rymal) did nÔ¢ believe more than one-
half of those present were political
adherents of the member for Kingston.
If they had not a crowd it was not
their fault. Hon. gentlemen would be
aware that the showman's business
was to have a gorgeous band chariot
when they entered a city, and stirring
sounds of music and a grand procession,
in order to announce to the people
that the show was about to open. It
was the same when bis hon. friend
from Kingston was about to exhibit in
Hamilton. They ran out the gilded
chariot, they had a band and they had
a procession. They not only paraded
the city but five miles outside, and
when at Dundas the hon. member was
put through his paces and made a
speech, so he (Mr. Rymal) was told,
in the same time as the celebrated
fast trotter made her mile, viz.: two
minutes and seventeen seconds. " By
my sowl," said a witty Irish listener,
" but he made a nate little spache." He
was delighted to hear thut they .had.
paraded for four or five miles along
the border of his (Mr. Rymal's) county;
he did not believeô it would hurt him if
the hon. gentleman paid another visit
up there, for dissatisfaction rather than
satisfaction prevailed after he had left.
He did not meet the expectations of
the manufacturers at al. He was not
positive enough. He told them, "You
must niake out your case, and when
you have made out your case, why,
of course, we will consider it."
This was like bis National Policy,
and, knowing him as some of them
did,' they said, " Well, now, it is
just a matter of question whether we
are to believe the old fox or not."
Then the hon. gentleman went
down to the Eastern Townships,
and there he became wonderfully en-
thusiastic. Richard was himself
again; he rode the high horse;
he discovered that the country was
rising; that the handwriting was
On the wall; that the tocsin had sound-
ed; that the heather was on fire apd
runningfrom hill to bill; that the people
were crying to him froin rock to rock,across the lakes: " Come to our rescue, 1
ohnny, or we are lost!" Medical

testinonv proved that such hallucina-
tions of the mind were brought about
by disorders of the liver and an over-

stimulated state of the . etomach,
which, if not attended to ended in
a settled conviction not only that
these fancies were real, but also
that there were bees in his bon-
net, or snakes~in bis boots. He (Mr.
Rymal) was glad to accept the situa-
tiore in which his own party was placed.
He ventured to assert that the Gov-
ernment of bis friends would be sus-
tained by the people. Before he con-
cluded, he would draw attention to
the condition the country might
have been in if the hon. member for
Kingston and his followers had been
allowed to retain office and control the
destinies of Canada. In 1868 their
estimated expenditure was $ 13,486,000;
in 1869, $14,038,000 in round numbers;
in 1870, $14,345,000. The car had not
begun to go very fast yet; the pro-
pelling power of steam, as it were, had
not got up, but they werelbeginning to
move, and in 1871 the expenditure had
amounted up to $15,623,000. Then the
car had begun to move witb consider:
able speed. In 1872,itwas$19,589,000.
The steam must have been up to a
considerable extent then-201b. to
the inch, or thereabouts. In 1873,
the expenditure was $19,174,000,
and in 1874, $23,316,000. The
The car of Stato was rurining down to
ruin pretty fast then ; day by day, with
accelerated speed, it was rushing for-
ward to the gulf which would have
destroyed the prospects of .this Dom-
inion had not the present Government
been permitted to take charge of the
car. The expenditure of the present
Government was: In 1874,$23,713,000;
1875, $24,48,000-a slight increase
over the previous year-:mnd in 1876,
$24,488,000. He could understand
how the increase occurred. This car
had been going down the road to ruin
at such an accelerated rate of speed
that it was almost impossible to stop
it all at once; it would, perhaps, have
been rain to the car to have done so,
and before they could overcome its
momenitum it had reached the high
figare of $24,488,000; but they threw
)bstacles in the way and redaeed
the rate of speed as well as they
were able, and in the following year
the arnount of expenditure was
23,378,000, being a reduction

between. the first and third. years 61
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their adininistration of $335,000. He
ilonght it was reasonable to ask where
they would have been if the car of
State had been allowed to run on to
ruin at the same rate as it was during
the administration of gentlemen op-gosite. After a careful calculation he
ound that their annual average of in-

crease of expenditure was $1,638,370;
and if that had continued up to the

resent time, the Estimates required
or the present year would have been

$29,860,000. He thought ho had a
right to make another calculation in
this matter without being unjuet to
bon. gentlemen opposite. This passage
down this road to ruin became swîiter
and swifter year after ear. He had a
right to ask where they would have
been had this thing continued at the
same rate of progress which they werc
making during the last two years of
their incumbency i office ? He found
that in that case the expenditure
would have been for the present
year $34,770,000. fie would go
further. He thought they had a
right to estimate their increase at the
samoe rate which the last year gave
over the previous year of their tenure
in office, and ho found this would give
the sum of' 940,000,000, which would
have been required to meet the reck-
les waste and expenditure they would
ha-e.incurred. Whon facts like these
were laid before the electors of this
country, one and all of them, no matter
what their avocations might be, they
would hesitate a long while before
committing the business of our country
into the hands of the.e hon. gentlemen
who had driven the car down the road
to ruin at such an accumulative pace.

MR. GIBBS (South Ontario) said
that, as hon. gentlemen opposite had
been good enough specially to refer to
remarks which he had made in years
gene by, when this subject was brought

efore the notice of Parliament, he dc-
sired to make a few observations in
reply The hon. member for South
Wentworth (Mr. Rymal) had stated
that he (Mr. Gibbs) had commenced
wrongly in years gone by, and had
also given him the credit Of having
continued in the same course down to
the present day. - Despite the argu-
ments wliich had been adduced by hon.

Nu. RnT".

gentlemen, who had spoken long and
eloquently on this subjeet from a
different point of view, he remined
still of the same opinion. The impres-
sions which he had gathered from the
course whieh the American Govern.
ment had pursued after the abrogation
of the Reciprocity Treaty, in 1866, had
led him to the conclusion thon thatthe
only course to be pursued by the Gov.
ernment of Canada, if they wished to
obtain a renewal of the Reciprocity
Treaty, was to pursue one similar to
that adopted by the United States.
During the period from 1866 down to
the present time, the American Gov.
ernment had shown no indication or
intention to alter its commercial policy
or their tariff in any wayat any rateso
far as it would lead in the direction of
Free-trade or froc intercourse in those
products which had, previous to reci-
procity, been exchanged between the
two countries. He hàd had the hon-
our, upon the floor of the old Parlia-
'ment of Canada, to advocate the same

rinciples which had been advocated
uring the present Session by the right

bon. member for Kingston in his reso-
lution introduced the other day, and
by hon. gentlemen who had spoken in
favour of that resolution. He had
also advocated the policy which had
been introducod by the hon. member
for West Hastings (Mr. Brown), sec-
onded by the hon. member for East
Durham (Mr. Ross) ; and he stili be-
lieved, as in 1866, that this country
could not expect a change of policy on
the part of the American people until
this Governmont had something to
offer in exchange for what they
desired. They had sent an emissary,
a Minister plenipotentiary, from
Canada to confer with the Government
of the United States, with a view to,
obtain reciprocal trade relations.
He had no doubt that that lion. go-
tleman had been met at the very out-
set by the question : " What have you
to offer us in return for the boon yOL
ask at our hands ? " The people Of
Canada were not willing to impose
duties upon certain American products,
or increase the duties now placed upOu
American manufictures, and, there-
fore, they had nothing to offer in e-
change. Now, gentlemen Opposite
were perfectly satisfied that this stata&
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f things should continue, and that its
continuation was in the interesta of
the trade of this country. 1e believed
the only true policy which this Govërn-
ment ought 1 o purane was: 1avibg failed
in one respeet, they sfiöld iy another.
Ris (Mr. Gibbs) aigmenta lhad fai1ed
in the past, and a different policy to tue
one he had advocated had been pursued
--a policy which had proved itselfinim-
ical to the best interestà of Canada,
and, therefore, he saw no reason to
authorize his abandoning the views ho
then enunciated. He must protest
against the statements made by hon.
gentlemen opposite, that it was the in-
tention of the Opposition to impose
any larger amount of taxes than what
was now raised. What they desired
was a readjustment of the tariff, not
to raise any larger amount of taxation
than was required for the purpose of
the Government. Thepolicy of Eng-
land was considered a Free-trade one,
and yet, they had been obliged to im-
pose taxes to raise the revenue. The
Jnited States was considered a pro:

tective country, and it raisèd revenue
in the way it considered best adapted
tothe interests of its own people. On
this side of the louse they desired
there should be a readjustment of the
taxes, that they should press more
heavily on one interest and less on
another than at present, but that in
the aggregate they should not exceed
the amount required for the purpose of
revenue. it was a fact that the Con-
gress of the United States was, at this
moment, considering the propriety of
readjusting the American tariff and yet,
after having had an experience for the
last 12 years of the effect of the duties
unlposed upon Canadian products,
they had not the slightest intention, a t
Present, of reducing those duties one
lOt t. They had entertained the pro-
position of lessening the duty on lum-
ber, but had not yet come to any con-
clusion in that respect.' Hedesiréd to
speak of the duties levied upon the
u'e article, the principal production of
the Province of Ontario--the article
of barley-of which a great deal had
been said by hon. members on the
Other side of the House, particularly
by the hon. member for South Went-

(31r. Rymal), who had stated
ot n person would believe that the

Canadian proaucer paid the duty on
that produce, lut that it was the
American consumer, and that any por-
son who believed anything else was
nothing but a fool. He was prepared
to join issue with the hon. gentlemahn
on that point, le spoke not only his
own sentiments and views, but tie
vie A of thôse who wore directly intei-
ested in this traffic, who did business
with the United States in the articles
of barley and malt, when he said that, if
the duty upon Canadian barley were-
movedthe price would not fall one ceënit
on the New YGrk Produce Exchange.
He bad discussed that question with
some gentlemen there, and had asked
their opinions with reference to the
repeal of the duty on barley, and they
ha1 stated that it would not reduce the
value of this prôduct one single iota.
The reason given was this : At.present
the price of barlev in New York was
upon a different basis from what it had
been for several years; it was now
upon an export basis. He regretted
this, because the export was one which
would produce a very small return to
the producer of that article in the Pro-
vince of Ontario. Unfortunately, thàt
was the position of the trade to-day.
Canadian barley was considered by the
maltsters of the United States to be
worth from 15c. to 20c. per bushel more
than their own production, and yet it
was a fact that American barley to-day
brought jgst as much for export as
Canadian barley, which was superior
in quality, and worth from 15c. to 20c.
per bushel more than the Amorican
barley. Further than that, inferior as
was the United States barley to Cana-
dian, yet it was a fact that it
was taken as an article of export to the
United Kingdom in preference to the
Canadian. The former was what was
called two-rowed barley, while that
grown in Ontario was six-rowed. The
former weighed more than the latter,
and though it was inferior in colouir,
yet it was taken in preference to the
latter. The resuit of taking the duty
off Canadian barley would be that it
would bring in the United States mar-
ket, for malting, 15c. to 20c. over
American barley, exactly the amount
of duty imposed. He did not mean to
assert that this had always been the
case, but, at the present moment, the
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fact was incontrovertible. He would
rillustrate his argument still further.
He would take the àrticle of lumber as
an illustration. Why were those en-
gaged in that trade on both sides of the
fouse rejoiced at the fact that Con-
gress was about to reduce the duty on
lumber ? Was it because, on the duty

*of $2 :per million feet being abrogated,
the price of lumber in the American
market would fall to a corresponding
extent? Wore the duty removed to-
day, the price would remain the same,
the reason being, simply, that Canadian
lumber was not so important a factor
in the United States market as to affect
the prices now ruling there. The pro-
portion which Canada sont to the
United States was so small, in com-
parison with the entire manufacture
and consumption of that country, that
it had no appreciable effect on the
prices of lumber in the American
,market. It was for this reason that
gentlemen engaged in the lumber busi-
ness had 'been rejoiced to hear of the
probable action of the United States
Congress on this subject. Hie was now
speaking from a practical point of view
en a business with which ho was prac-
tically acquainted, and respecting the
correctness of which hon. gentlemen on
both sides of the House could testify. It
was not sought to affix duties on
these products of the United States,
merely for the purposes of revenue,
but as a means to an end. They could
never affect the policy of the people on
the other side of the line until they
edopted a course of this kind. Heo
1night state, for the consideration of
hon. gentlemen opposite who spoke so
.glibly on this subject, that it was a
matter of surprise to the peopfe of the
~United States that the people of
Canada should pursue their present
-course on this important question. H1e
had, upon former occasions, explaiîed
the policy of the United States with
reference to the introduction of raw
imaterial into their territory, as com-
pared with the couI-so of hon. gentle-
imen opposite in reference to the same
zsubject. He had stated, as the hon.
momber for North Wentworth had
said the other evening, when ho read
an extract from one of his speeches,
that while the duty on wheat was 20c.
per bushel, the duty on the manufac-

MR. GIBBS.

tured article of flour was 20 per cent,
ad valorem, or tantamount to a duty of
35c. per bushel. The policy of the
United States Government was en.
tirely opposed.to that of the Canadian
Government, and the people of the
United States prospered under it.
Had the people of Canada prospered
under the policy pursued by the
Government for the past few years was
known as the " fly on the wheel
policy ?" The supporters of the Gov.
ernment met the Opposition at once
by asking them why they did not
whein in power, impose those àuties?
As the hon. member for Stanstead had
clearly shown, an entirely different
state of things thon existed. The cir-
cumstances of the case would show
that very little was imported into Can-
ada from the United States during the
war and for many years afterwards.
Hle did not desire to go into a long
discussion to-night on this question,
which had been very fairly argued.
The motion under consideration might
be taken as a motion of want of con-
fidence in, the Government, brought
forward by two of its supporters, and
ho hoped it would meet from hon. gen-
gentlemen opposite the same measure
of support which it would receive at
the hands of hon. members on this
side of the louse. The interest
songbt to be fostered in this resolution,
the milling, was one of the largest in
the -Dominion. In it there was as
much capital invested, and as much
skill and intelligence required, as i
any other nranch of manufacture, if it
could be called a branch of manufac.
ture. It was placed in peculiar cir-
cúmstances by the action of the
United States, on the one hnd, and
by their own inaction on the otheri
and it was desired to remedy that
state of things to some extent. There
had been remarks dropped, amounting
almost to inuendoes, that ho was nOt
altogother as disirterested in his ad-
vocauy of this resolution as ho would,
under othor circumstances, have been.
When the motion had been made in
1866, to impose a duty on flour, he
thougbt it was only right that therO
should be one placed on wheat also.
As a private member of Parliament,
it was out of his power, or that of any
private member, to move an amOnd-
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ment in that direction, In 1870, when
SirFrancis lincks brought down his

policy, lie desired to have a duty
put on wheat in the same ratio as flour,
4j bushels to a barrel of - flour.
It had been said by the hon. member
for South Wentworth (Mr. Rymal)
that no benefit wôuld inure to On-
tario, while the burthen would be laid
on the Maritime Provinces, if the reso-
lution proposed was carried out. There
were two or three ways of viewing
that proposition. 'He believed if a
ldty were imposed on wheat and flour
it would enable our railways to carry
all that was required for the consump-
tion of Quebec and the Maritime Pro-
vinces,'without increasing the price of
those articles. Some hon. gentlemen
opposite did not pretend to say that
the imposition of the proposed duties
would be of the slighest benefit to
them. On the other hand, he main-
tained that our own people should have
the preference in the Canadian market,
which at the present time was not a
very remunerative one, instead of
giving the preference to foreigners,
who, by the policy they pursued in
umposing duties whieh were prohibi-
tory, prevented our people entering
their -markets. For that reason, he
believed, it would be in" the interests
of this country to impose the proposed
duties on wheat and flour, without im-
P0eing burthens on the people of the
.uower Provinces. In former years,
when there was a differential duty, as
against the people of the United States,
the people sent large quantities of
flour to Boston and New York, in
bond, for transmission to the Lower
Provinces. That was being done, to a
certain' extent, at the present time,and would, no doubt, be continued if
the duties proposed in the motion were
UPosed. It had been said that the

adoption of such a policy would reduce
the traffic On our railways and canals;
but that he denied. The people of theUnited States were as astute and aswell able 'to consider the several bear
lnga of this question on their trade, as
"e Canadians, and yet, there' was no
isposition on their part-and no evi-

denee whatever in the proceedings at
theashngton-to repeal, or even reduce
thei dties. If it did interfere witheir trade, they would be the first to

The Tai. îr
pay attention to it. Our wheat and
flour, to a large extent, was shipped in
bond from American ports to Eng-
land, and that system would continue
if the proposed duties were levied.
By the adoption of the arrangements
suggested in the motion, instead of our
becoming exporters, we would become
consumers of our own products, and,
instead of the peoplej of the United
States sending their wheat and flour
into this country, they would be com-
pelled to take the worst part of the
trade (the export), we keeping the
best for ourselves. He helieved the
time had arrived when we should
legislate in such a direction as the in-
terests of our people required, regard-
less of its effect on the'United States
or any other country. He believed
that the time had corne when the peo-
ple ot Canada, at the next general
elections, would discuss this important
question fairly and fully. The
argument presonted by hon. gen.
tlemen opposite was, that the proposal
contained in the motion, if carried into
effect, would not benefit the country,
while the Opposition maintained that
no injury could be done, but beneficial
results would follow the adoption of
the policy which they had submitted to
the House and advocated in the coun-
try. Some hon. members appeared to
believe that the coarse grains of the
Dominion interfered with the farmers.
If they believed that, and we produced
more of tho.se than Canada required,
and the surplus was exported, the
arrangement would also hold good
with regard to wheat. In view of the
facts which he had stated, believing
that the policy of the United States i
the future would be what it had been
in the past, and would not be changed,
and believing that their policy had
been injurions to the people of this
country, he would support with much
pleaure the resolution introduced by
the hon. member for West Hastinge
(Mr. Brown), thiough it was only part
of a policy which he believed would
be adopted'by the people of the Domin-
ion whenever an opportunity was
afforded them of placing gentlemen in
power who would carry out thir
views in that regard.

M CASGRAIN said that this pro-
position would impose a dire-t tax on
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the grain and four brought into this
country; and, as the population resid-
ing in the greater part of Lôwer
Canada obtained the flour whieh it
eensumed from other eountries, this,
,e ho Lad heard the hon. member
for Wentworth (Mr. Rymal) state,
would really be imposing a
tax upon the Province of Quebec
purely for the benefit of this part of
the Dominion; that was to say that
thé Province of Ontario would obtain
the advantage that would result from
this policy with regard to the con-
sumption of flour. On the part
of the electoral district which
ho represented, ho formally op-
posed this mtion; and would be glad
to see hon. gentlemen who sat near
him support him by expressing the
same opinion.

MR. MASSON said le was really
surprised to hear the hon. gentleman
flnd fault with the representatives
of the Province of Quebec on the
ground that these bon. gentlemen had
not spoken one word on this subject.
If the hon. gentleman hadfollowedthe
debate in the slightest degree, or been
present last year, he must have known
what were the feelings of the Conserva-
tive party on the great question of the
tariff. Last Session, ho addressed the
Ëouse for an hour and a-half on the
tariff question, and distinctly stated
that he believed the sentiment of the
Oonservatives of the Province of Quebec
was, as ho had always been, against
.the imposition of duties on flour. He
had always expressed that opinion, and
had done so last year. He had dis-
tinetly stated at that time that the
tariff question must be considered as a
whole, and not from a sectional point
of view. He stated last year, at length,
that the people of the Province of
Quebec would never consent to the im-
po>ition of duties on four, corn, and
coai, unle'ss Quebec received, by the
legislation of the country, a fair and
just compensation for the imposition of
that duty. He was not surprised at
the position taken by the hon. member
for L'Islet (Mr. Casgrain). He remem-
bered the stand taken in thebounty of
Drummond and Arthabaska when
the hon. the Minister of Inland
ievenue was contesting that consti-

M. CasoIN.

tueney. That hon. gentleman Lad
there stated-and ho should Uave
known better-that ho (Mr. Mason)
had been in, favour of imposing a ti
on four without telling the people of
that county the restriction he placed
upon the, expression of his opinion,
namely, that the tariff question must
be considered as a whole, and not deal
with the imposition of a tax on flour
as a distinct motion. The hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue must feel
rather discouraged at the expression
of opinion he had heard in the House.
He muet have found there were in the
Ilouse more Conservatives than Le had
supposed ; that Conservatives had
cropped up on all sides, on the Govern-
ment as well as the Opposition side of
tho House ; but those gentlemen,either
from party spirit and other causes in
their devotion to Protectionist ideas,
were endeavouring to force them in a
sectioial spirit, and not deal with the
question as a whole. They proposed
and offered protection to certain in-
dustries while they left the others out
in the cold. The Conservative party
did not act in that manner. TLey
had resolved upon having a Protection
policy, and they had always said so.
The hon. member for South Went-
worth (Mr. Rymal) had taunted the
right bon. member for Kingston for
having been, in 1868, adverse to Pro-
tection. The hon. gentleman had
omitted to state that in 1872, just a
yeaur before the late Government left,
the right hon. member for Kingsto"
had made a speech in which he de-
clared that the policy of the Conserva-
tives was to so readjust the tariff as tO
give to our national industries that
protection whieh had created the in-
dustries of 'England and the United
States. This clearly indicated that
the policy of the Conservative
party in 1872, ut all events,
was that of Protection. He would
tell bis hon. friends from QueCe
and the other Provinces, there wsS
only one way to obtain Protection. e
would tell the hon. memoer for Iber-
ville, who had given notice of a mo-
tion for Protection to certai.' agfl
cultural products, and mombers of t»
National party who were in favolur of
Protection, that the only way to obtain
it was to go in for a complete scheme
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otherwise the policy advocated would
never triumph, either in Parliament
or in the country. If the people of
e#amilton would have exactly the pro-
tection they required, and nothing
else; if the people of Ontario and the
representatives of the wheat-growing
counties would only have a protection
on wheat and agricultural products,
and the representatives of Nova Scotia
enly accept a duty on coal, they might
rest assured that a protection policy
wouJl never be adopted in this coun-
try-that broad policy, which ho
thought would be for the benefit of
Canada, and for which ho had fought
sincerely, though humbly. No one
could fairly accuse him of not having
expressed bis sentiments on that
question. When he entered political
life, he advocated Protection. If Her
Mjesty's loyal Opposition should be
called upon to take charge of public
affairs, and were not found ready-as
tbey were now ready-to advoçate and
put into execution a protective policy,
they would ho unworthy ofthe name of
the loyal Opposition, and unworthy of
the confidence of the Crown and coun-
try. He said this freely, frankly and
boldly, and ho knew ho spoke the sen-
tinents of every Uonservative in the
Province of Quebec, at least. He sup-
posed the hon. member for L'Islet
(Mr. Casgrain) knew now his
views on that question. He was
sorry ho had been compelled to repeat
them. Last Session ho gave utterance
to them, and they were not contro-
verted by any of his friends; indeed,
he knew they were the opinions of hon.
lembers on the Opposition side of the

Rouse. He admired hon. members
who, during the debate, had brought
Out new considerations and fresh
points, but as ho (Mr. Masson) could
OnlYreiterate what ho had already said
viz: that the Province of Quebec
Would never accept a policy imposing
duties on wheat and flour, unless it

as art of a grand scheme by which
the rovince would receive that com-
POInsation to which she was entitled,

ha not thought it worth while in-
&Cting a second speech on the

M. LAURIER said the interpella-
tion of the hon. member for L islet

(Mr, Casgrain) had produced a good
resnt, in that the liOue had, at last,
obtained a statornent of what was the
true policy of the Gonservative party
of Qaebee on that question. The hou.
member for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson)
had mentioned that be had made that
statement last year. It was not with-
in his knowledge that the hon. gentle
man had ever frankly said ho wns in
favour of a duty on wheat and flour.
What ho had stated was, that ho was
preparedto consider the possibility and
advisability of placing a duty on wheat
and flour, if the country went in for a
grand scheme of Protection; but it was
not within his knowledge that the
language of the hon. member was as
frank and candid as it should have
been on this question. He had always
guarded it and put it under restriction.
The hon. gentleman had never stated,
either on the floor of Parliament, or
on the hu-4ings, or at Larignien in
Drummond and Arthabaska, at which
the hon. member and himself were pre-
sent, that ho (Mr. Masson) was in
favour of a duty on wheat and
flour, because ho knew very well that
such a duty would not only be exceed-
ingly unpopular in Quebec, but very
injurions to the best interests of the
Province. The hon. gentleman knew
that Quebec was not a wheat-growing
country. If ho was not aware of that
fact he should have stated boldly that
ho was in favour of a duty on wheat
and flour, but ho well knew that the
Province would resist such a duty, and
in order to give the policy a coleur and
make it acceptable to the people, ho
had always stated that, when the peo-
ple had obtained protection to their
manufactures, he would be prepared to
consider the advisability of placing a
duty on wheat and flour.

MI. MASSON: 1 say so now.

MR. LAURIER said ho thought the
hon. gentleman said more tl:an that,
nameiy, that h was prepared to go for
a duty og wheat and four-not if a
duty on wheat was considered alone,
but if it was considered along with

MR. MASSON: I did not say that,
I said with ihe general policy of Pro-
tection.
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MR. LAURIER said he had mistaken
the statement. He had thought that
the hon. menber for Terrebonne was
more explicit than formerly, but ho
found that such was not the case. The
statement was as vague as before, and
Conservative gentlemen would go on
the hustings and say, " When a duty
on wheat and flour was proposed, we
voted against it; but remember we are
not in favour of opposing it, and if it
should be prosented as part of a general
scheme of Protection, we would consi-
der whetber that duty sh uld be a part
of that system or not." He asked the
House now to mark the language.
The hon. gentleman would not state
frankly and candidly that if such a duty
was proposed as part of the whole sys-
tom of Protection, he would vote for it,
but merely said that if a duty on wheat
and flour was presented, together with
a general scheme of Protection, then he
would simply consider it. That was lan-
guage which had always been used by
the Conservative party of the Province
of Quebec, from whom they could never
obtain a frank declaration as to whether
they were for or against a duty on
wheat or flour.

MR. MASSON: We are against it.

Ma. LAURIER said that statement
showed the position. He had stated
last year, and repeated it now,-for it
was evident to every hon. member of
the lHouse,-that if the Opposition
party were to cross the floor and
occupy the Treasury benches, they
never would agreed on a tariff policy.
There was a section of the Conserva-
tives of Quebec, which, when called on
to say whether they were in favour of
a duty on wheat and flour or not, were
only able to say they would consider
the question. He wished to know
from the hon. member for Terrebonne
whether, if a whole scheme of Pro-
tection was submitted to the House,
one plank of which scheme was a
a duty on wheat and flour, ho would
vote for the imposition of the duty.
That was a question to which he
desired a plain answer,-not such a
vague one as ho had just given, that
he would consider the advisability of
imposing such a duty. He was pre-
pared to say that if hon. gentlemen
opposite acceded to power, and were

M. MA.soN.

ever to desire a tariff which included
the imposition of a duty on wheat and
flour, they would not dare to put it
on the Statute-book, because they
knew that itwould not be tolerated by
the Province of Quebec, which was
obliged to import nine-tenths of the
wheat which was consumed by its
people He at first thought the hon.
member for Terrebonne had stated
frankly what his policy would be, but
ho was mistaken, for his statement
this year was not more advanced than
last year, and they did not yet know
whether hon. gentlemen opposite were
prepared to impose a duty on wheat
and flour or not ; but the people of the
Province of Quebec would appreciate
the motives of hon. gentlemen
opposite, and it would be apparent to
every elector that the so-called policy
of Protection was simply a snare pre-
pared to catch votes at the elections.

MR. MASSON said that at a meet-
ing in Drummond and Arthabaska,
the hon. Minister of Inland ]Revenue
had read from the French version
of the lfansard, althoughli he (Mr.
M asson) had • asked that his re-
marks be read from the English
version, they having been delivered in
that language. He did not Care
whether this policy wonld benefit On-
tario or not. All he desired was to
benefit all the Provinces of the Do-
minion. le did not wish, as the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Laurier) stated in
his county, faire les yeux doux-to
make sheep's eyes, to the people of
Ontario. He had never said this at
all.

MR. LANGEVIN said that the hon-
member for L'Islet had, in great
haste, asked the hon. members from the
Province of Quebec, sitting on the
Opposition side of the House, to make
their views on this matter known to
the House. If the hon. gentleman
had followed the debates that took
place on this question last year, he
would have become acquainted with
their policy on this subject. The hon1.
gentleman was ill last year, and this
might be his excuse for not being able
to account for what took place then in

this relation; but this year the hon-
gentleman must have knownf what
passed when the right hon. member

[COMMONS.] Th Ae Tai'fan.
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for Kingston. on the'12th of March,
uit., moved his amendment to the
motion that the Speaker do leave the
Chair and the House go into Supply.
The hon. gentleman should recollect
that long debates ensued, and that
some, at al events, of the h.on. gentle-
men, members of the Opposition from
the Province of Quebec, had then ex-

pressed their views on this subject,
and he should know what these views
were. But the hon. gentleman now
desired to make a little speech on this
subject, in order to sho w that he was
looking after the interests of the Pro-
vince of Quebec, and that the Conser-
vatives from this Province had for-
gottenlthese interests. Of course, they
left it to the electors of the Province
to decide this question at a future
date; but, at ail events, the hon. gen-
tleman, before this discussion was
concluded, would have more than one
opportunity of hearing what were the
views of the Conservative members
from the Province of Quebec. When
the amendment of the 12th of March
was moved, the question was placed
before the House. This motion was
as follows:- *

"That all the words after the word ' that'
be leit out, and the followinginserted instead
thereof -' it be Resoked, That this House is
of opinion that the welfare of Canada requires
the adoption of a National Policy, which by
a judicions readjustmlkent of the tariff wil
benefit and foster the agricultural, the min-
ing, the manufacturing and other interests of
the Dominion; that such a policy will re-
tain in Canada thousands of our fellow coui-
trymen, now obliged to expatriate thermselves
in eearch of the emplovment denied them at
home, ivill restore presperity to our stru1
ging industries, now so sadly depressed, wi1
PreventâCanada from being made a sacrifice
market, will encourage and develope an
active interprovincial trade, and moving (as
it ought to do) in the direction of a recipro-
City of tariffs with our neighbours, so far as
the varied interests of Canada may demand,
will greatly tend to procure for this country
eventually a reciprocit.y of trade.'"

The hon. gentleman should have known
that this was their policy, which they
had sustained with their votes. The
hon. gentleman's name was found
amnongst those of tho opponents of this
motion. The hon. gentleman did not
Wish this policy to be carried out, or
that the great industries and the great
'nterests of the Dominion ani bis own

Province should be protected. No; but
on that question the hon. gentleman,
was silent-dumb; his voice was never
heard upon it; he did not then utter a
word; but, wheu this proposition re-
specting wheat and flour came up, withý
great energy the hon. gentleman ex-
claimed, "I will vote against it." In
order that the interests of the Province-
of Quebec should be protected, the vote
of the hon. gentleman was not re-
quired. The hon. gentleman would
see, when the vote was taken, how the-
Conservatives would vote on this
motibn. The hon. gentleman should
have waited a little longer, until the
vote was taken, to see whether the
Conservative members from the Pro-
vince of Quebec would enunciate their
views on this matter, and whether they
were afraid to state how they would
vote upon it. He did not want to use
an unparliamentary word, but he
could not characterize this motion
as other than a selfish motion. When
the issue was placed on a broad basis,
comprehending the protection of all
industries and interests of the Do-
minion, they found a large number of
the hon. gentlemen opposite voting
against it, though lie must say, injus-
tice to the hon. mover (Mr. Brown) of
this motion, that this hon. gentleman
supported, by his vote, the motion of
the right hon. member for Kingston,
but the hon. seconder (Mr. Ross) had
voted agaiust it, and against the pro-
tection of all the industries and great
interests of the Dominion. The hon.
gentleman did not desire to sec such a
policy carried out, and cared very little
whether the Province of Quebec was
rained, as well as the Provinces of
British Columbia and Manitoba; the
hon. gentleman looked only to Ontario,
and demanded a tax on wheat and
flour, while the interests of the Pro-
vinces of Quebec, New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island
were as nothing in the scale. Lot
them go down ; let- the depression de-
stroy them al1, well and good, but let
Ontario prosper. This was the appar.
ont desire of the hon. gentleman who
clamoured for a duty on wheat and
flour. This was a sellish xhotion. He
(Mr. Langevin) did not suppose that
the majority of the louse would sup-
port such a selfish policy. . At all
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.events, ho, for one, as ho had said
before, and as he now openly declared
before the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue, too, opposed this tax on
wheat and flour, because it would ho
most selfish and unjust. It was not a
tax that would benefit the whole Do-
,inion. Lot wheat, flour, coal, coarse

grain. and many other articles, be in-
-eluded in a general policy, and let a
readjustment of the tariff take place;
they would then be in a position to
-vote for a measure which would pro-
tect all the interests of the Dominion.
But when the protection of a particular
interest, only because this would fa-
vour one particular section of the
Doninion, was demanded, they must
reply in the negative. He could not
vote for such a proposition, and he
hoped that the majority of the Hlouse

-would not support it; but, when the
Trotection of the whole of the interests
of the Dominion was in question, he
had no doubt that, though theydid not
find a majority to support this policy
in this House, yet they would, in the
next Parliament, find a majority
which would vote for the protection
of those interests. HIe would adopt
the saine position as he did with regard
to the motion, if a proposition were
m:nade to protect the coal interest alone.
Xe maintained that this wouid be
unfair. Let all these articles be in-
cluded in a general tariff; let the
tariff be readjusted; and let them
see that all the different interests of the
Dominion were taken into consider-
ation. Let them look to the interests
not only of British Columbia, or Prince
Edward Island, or Quebec, or New
Brunswick, or Nova Scotia,or Manitoba,
or Ontario, but to the broad interests
of the whole Dominion. They should
net be selfish, but, as statesmen, vote for
the general interests of the country.
'They should forget that they belonged
to any particular Provinee, and merely
regard the broad irterests ofthe whole
.country, and what was for the general
.ood. They should not labour in the
Anterests of any particular Province.
.Ie would not defend bis hon. friend
from Terrebonne (Mr.Masson) from the
aspersions and the rernarks made by
the hon. Minister of Inland IRevenue,
because the hon. gentleman had de-

ionded himself, and shown by the
Ma. LANGEVIN.

The Thif.

speech which ho (Mr. Masson) delivered
last year in Englieh, that he had then
expressed his views, in which ho (Mr.
Langevin) concurred. For his part,
when this speech was made, he had
not risen to speak on the Fubject, he.
cause he would merely have repeated
the same sentiments--that was to say,
iit they could not advocate the levy-
ing of a tax on two or three articles,
unless this tax was included in a gen-
eral measure of Protection with other
articles, and the readjustment of the
tariff. They did not know what would
be done. It would be for the Govern-
ment, which brought down a measure
of the kind, to say whether flour, or
wheat, or coal, or any other article
should be taxed, and to what extent,
and what guarantees and compensa-
tion should, on the other hand, be rM-
quired. But they were now asked to
vote for a duty on whoat and four,
without reference to the general tariff
question, solely because they might
benefit a certain number of people in
Ontario. He did not vote for
this motion, and Le hoped
that a majority would oppose it.
The hon. the Minister of Inland Reve-
nue and other hon. members on the
Ministerial side sought, because tlwy
were on the eve of a general election,
to impress the people of the Province
of Quebec with the idea that the Con-
servatives desired to tax wheat and
flour, while ho (Mr. Laurier) said he
did not tavour such a moasure. The
Conservatives from this Province,
however, no more desired a fpecial tax
on wheat and four than did the hon.
gentleman; and they were not so sel-
tish as to desire the imposition of a tax
that would not as well serve the inter-
ests of the other Provinces. They
said : " Let us have a general meiasure,
and not a partial measure of this kind."
if the hon. gentlem#n were te consult
one of the Liberal leaders in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, the leader of the hon.
gentieman's party in that Province,
and the present First Minister of Que.
bec (Mr. Joly), ho would find thatthis
gentleman did not support the present
views of this hon. gentleman. Mr.
Joly, in answer to the questions put to
him before the Agricultural ComWut-
tee, in 1976, in respect to wheat and
four, made this comparison:
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yon not think that the farmer would
prefer to pay $2 more for a barrel of
our, and have work and his occupa-

tion protected, than to see flour sold
for $2 or $3 less, and have no money
to pay for it ?" He also asked whether
the mechanic would not prefer to pay
$6 a barrel for flour, and have work
and money, to seeing flour offered him
at $4 a barrel and have no money to
pay for it ? This was the position
tt en by Mr. Joly; and these hon.
, eutlemen, the Liberal members from
the Province of Quebec, had tried on
every hustings and at every church
door in the Province, to get around
this statement, and show that Mr.
Joly meant something else; but they
coud not destroy that gentleman's
words, which were before them. Mr.
Joly meant exactly what he said, and
this proved that he (Mr. Joly) was not
opposed to a duty even on flour, pro-
vided that protection was given to the
great industries of the Province of
Quebec, thus giving work to the poor
and to the rnechanics, and, by this
means, enabling them to live and sup-
port themselves. He repeated that,
so far as they were concerned in the
Province of Quebec, and so far as ho
was acquainted with the sentiments of
the Province, they were in favour of
a readjustment of the tariff, and of
such protection to their industries and
manufactures and agricultural interests
-and, in one word, the great interests,
flot only of their Province, but also of
the whole Dominion-as would cause
to return the day of prosperity which
the country enjoyed five or six or
eight years ago, when they had a pro-
tection, which they did mot now enjoy.
If circumstances had changed, wemust
change with those circumstances. Our
tarif was net like the laws of the
Medes and Persians ; we might change
it any day for the protection of the
People. The tariffs were not made
for the purpose of favouring either a
Protective or a Free-trade Dolicy; it
Wa8 net a question oftheory, but one of
practice, to see whether those tariffs
would benefit the people or not. Ifthis tariff did not beefit the peo le,and it ought to be changed, it was bet-ter that members should not adhere te,
their previous professions than that
People should suifer starvation.

112

Ma. FARROW said ho wished to say
a word on this subject, representing as
he did one of the richest agricultural
districts in Canada. He would not have
spoken, had not his hon. friend from
South Huron (Mr. Greenway) made
statements calculated to mislead the
House. Although he (Mr. Farrow)
came from the North Riding of
Huron, and his hon. friend from
the South, with only the Centre
Riding between them, there seemed
to be a great difference between
the farmers, since they both advo-
cated opposite principles on behalf of
those whom they reprebented. Hle
was quite willieg to take the responsi-
bility of voting for this motion, and he
supposed his hon. friend would have
to take the responsibility of voting
the other way. He thought his
hon. friend would be called to
account for the way he had voted. Al
ho (Mr. Farrow) knew about the coun-
ty was this: that last year a very im-
portant body of agriculturists-the
South Riding Agricultural Society
(whose members ho considered, were
not all Tories)-came to a certain con-
clusion about this matter. And what
was this conclusion? They unanimous-
ly passed a resolution that they wanted
Protection. ý If hon. gentlemen doubt-
ed his statemont, they would find the
resolution ii- the Exeter Times. He
was glad this motion had come from
the other side of the Hiouse. It
was a humiliation to those hon.
members, and an answer to their oft-
repeated assertion that Protection was
net necessary. Its necessity was ad-
mitted by the hon. member for Oxford,
the bon. member for Wentworth, and
other members who had spoken.
What did the hon. seconder of the
motion say ? He told the Government
direqtly to their faces that, if they
consented to this proposition, it would
be well for them at the next eloctions.
That seemed to irmply sometbing like
a threat, and amounted to saying :
" GOntlemen, if, you go in the face of
thiwsnotion, it will go ill with you."
Notwithstanding all the braggadocia
wbich had been indulged in by the
other side as to the result in the com-
ing struggle, it would require some-
thing more to keep up their courage.
His hon. friend from South Huron
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made the assertion that, to protect
a certain manufacture, was to
increase the price. He thought his
friend had got beyond the A B C of
the question, but it appeared he was
still in ignorance. He (Mr. Farrow)
thought the conclusion come to by
everyone was, that by protecting an
industry, the priee wae notnecessarily
increased. In order to make this per-
fectly plain and clear to the House,
he would read a few statistics.
All were agreed that the United
States was a proteeted country-
probably the most protected coun-
try which couild be pointed to.
What did his hon. friend from South
Huron say to that ? Did that support
the argument that Protection in-
creased the price on articles ? He
wished to draw attention specially to
one point. At the Centennial Exhibi-
tion, as all were aware, all countries
were represcnted; and what did the
English papers say about the exhibits
there ? That what they were told
daily about the price of articles being
raised by Protection was simply clap-
trap; it was mere buncombe and was
only calculated to deceive the simple.
But he could tell hon. gentlemen op-
posite that farmers had their eyes open
to this question. This was one of the
reasons why his hon. friend the mem-
ber for Kingston drew such large au-
diences, last year, throughout the
country. Hon. gentlemen might
sneer at these gatherings of from
12,000 to 13,000, but he liked to see
these large political assemblages. He
was not going to speak of the next
election. This he would say, however,
that he did not fear it, and if the hon.
the Premier was not afraid, let him,
bring en the elections as soon as he
could. If the hon. gentleman was not
afraid, why did he not, like English
statesmen under the same circumstan-
ces, urge on the election ? He was
not, however, made of such stuff. If
he had not been cowardly, he would
have done so long ago. His friend
from South Huron thought he had got
hold of something that would damage
the Conservatives not a little, but he
(Mr. Farrow) thought when it was
read throughout the country, it would
rather damage himself and hi@ party.
Re thought e had got hold of some-

Ma. FmQ'w.

thing when he spoke of the Protection
in regard to coal oil. If there was
any credit due for reducing the duty
on coal oil, it could not be claimed by
hon. gentlemen opposite, because it
was not till the Finance Miiister was
forced to confess that his policy, in
this respect, was a bungling one, that
the duty was reduced. They had actu-
ally to beg of the Government to do
away with the duty ; so hon. gen-
tlemen opposite could not take credit
to themselves for having done any-
thing in this respect. The duty on
coal oil, worth 10c. a gallon, was 6c.
If farmers and manufacturers got
such protection, they wouId be satisfied.
What was required at the present time
was a readjustment of the tariff. He
would ask, could hon. gentlemen con-
sistently call themselves Free-traders
when they imposed a duty of 60 per
ent ? Why not make a protective

duty for salt ? The hon. the Premier
almost gave a promisë that he would,
this Session, look after that interest,
but he had failed to make good his pro-
mise. Ris bon. friend f rom South
Huron had said that if Protection
meant anything, it meant to make a
poor man pay more for his bread.
Now, if that was the intention of the
motion, lie (Mr. Farrow) would vote
against it. in certain works in Ottawa
he feund that men could be got to work
for 60c. a day, in consequence of em-
ployment being scarce, but at the
establishment in question they were
paid a trifle more. The present Govern-
ment were against the poor men of
this country; from the Premier down
to the humblest member, they were
thoroughly against the poor man. À
few days ago a deputation waited upon'
the Premier, and representing to him
that a large number of working people
were unable to obtain employment,
begged him, for the sake of their wives
and children, that he would send thOm
to Manitoba. Did the hon. gentlemnl'11
stir a finger to help them in their
trouble? No; anid yet, look at the
thousands and thousands that eWOe
brought over from England, and
Ireland, and Scotland, by means Of the
Government emigration agents. le Was
sorry bon. gentlemen opposite laughed
at the calamities that had fallen On
hard working men. It was a Moe
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important subject; but let the country
view the levity with which hon. gen-
tlemen treated it, and they would
laugh on the other side of the House
very shortly. There was another point
to which lie would allude, in reply to a
statement that had been made by the
hon. member for South Huron (Mr.
Greenway), if he would not be out of
order in referring to a matter that had
transpired at a meeting of the Immi-
gration Committee.

Several HON. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. SPEAKER said helistened very

carefully to the remarks of the lion.
member for South Huron, but he did
Dot observe that he made any allusion
to the Committee referred to. He
spoke ofan hon.gentleman having made
certain statements, and the hon. mem-
ber would be in order in replying.

MR. FARROW said the hon. men-
ber for South Huron had referred to a
statement made by Mr. McShane, of
Montreal, a large cattle dealer, to the
effect that we could not obtain fat
cattle in this country without Ameri-
can corn. What Mr. MeShane did
say was, that we could not raise cattle
in this country equal to the cattle
raised in the South-Western States,
where they were raised on those rich
grazing lands. He said that the cattle
fed upon this rich grass, were the best
meat he could get to send to England;
lie did not refer to American corn.
Now, a great deal had been said about
who paid the duty. He had always
been of opinion that we had to pay
the duties on those articles we did not
raise ourselves. He had a communica-
tion fromu an intelligent farmer at
Lambton, which showed that when
the farmer in Canada sold his corn or
his cattIe to the United States, he had
to pay the duty. True, it was a re-
markably good thing for the States.
These thousands of dollars paid
as duty on our articles, and which
Went chinking into their pockets,Ineant so much less taxes for them to
pay, and so much out of the pockets
of the people of this country. Of
'ourse, the 'United States would besatisfied with this state of things, but
they On that side of the louse werenOt satisfied; they were determined to
wage war against this policy, and he

leved that the whole agricul-

turists of the country would support
themn. Supposing a duty was placed
upon the eggs sent from this country
to the States; instead of 10c. a dozen,
the farmer would only get nine or
probably eight cents, and the same
with other articles. Everything was
purchased subject to a calculation of
the duties. Now, what was the com-
position of this House? How many
lawyers had we now here ? We had
55 lawyers, 56 merchants, so many
lumbermen, so many engineers, and so
many gentlemen. There were only 15
farmers. The lawyers were far too
strong in the House. As a proof of
this, lie would refer to the discussion of
the Stamp Bill, a very small measure ;
but they had the Minister of inland
Revenue arguing that the Bill meant
one thing, and an hon. gentleman, who
was the best lawyer in Toronto, argu-
ing that it meant another, and so it
had been issued in such a crude
state.

MR. DYMOND: Question.
MR. FARROW said the hon. mem-

ber for North York was very sensitive,
but he (Mr. Farrow) wished to say
that they had two legal gentlemen
arguing one against the another upon
the meaning of the Bill.

MR. DYMOND said lie rose to a
point of order. The question before
the House was in respect to a duty
upon wheat.

Ma. SPEAKER : As long as the hon.
gentleman was speaking with reference
to the general question of Protection,
he was in order; but he was entirely
wrong when he began to discuss the
merits of the Stamp Act Amendmeint
Bill.

MB. FARROW said, that being the
case, he would make no further re-
marks upon that point. What he
wished to draw attention to was, that
every class was adequatelyrepresented
in this flouse with the exception of
the poor farmer, and every other class
had Protection extended to its in-
dustry. No class had so much toil or
so much needed Protection for its in-
dustries, and he should be glad to sup-
port any measure for providing it
with the Protection it so well deserved.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.
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After Recess.

Ma. GOUDGE said the motion in
trodueed by the hon. member for Wesi
Hastings had demoistrated how diffi
.cult of application was this question o:
Protection versus Free-trade, wher
brought down to details. This questior
had been raised in the interests of far
mers, but lie was prepared to prove il
was not in the interests of all the
farmers, or, even a majority of them;
.and any measure calculated to benefli
the farmers of the Dominion should
.embrace the entire number. He waE
happy to find, during the course of this
discussion, that those who, it might be
tbought, would have been most bene-
fitted by the duty proposed, had shown
to the House very conclusively that
they did not anticipate any benefit
froin it; on the contrary, they saw tbat
it would be detrimental to their inter-
ests. The farmers ofOntario, he was
happy to say, did not look at thisques-
tion from a sectional point of view.
'They understood that it was a cry raised
by int erested parties for the purpose of
.deluding and misleading them into a
belief that they would be benefitted by
protective duty on their products,
while the ultimateobject aimed at was
.an increased tariff on the wares whieh
these parties had to sell. He* was
naturally inclined to look at this ques-
tion from a Lower Provihce stand-
point, and how it would affect the
people generally. Wheiher he con-
.aidered the interests of their farmers,
their fishermen. their shipping, their
lumbermen, their miners, or their
labourers, or the interests of any class
-in the Lower Provinces, he did not see
.any benefit to be derived by them from
this motion. According to the censuis of
1871, the number of farmers in this
Dominion was, at that time, 475,212.
.f this number, Ontario contributed
228,708; Qaebec, 169,641; New Bruns-
wick, 40,349 ; Nova Scotia, 49,766 ior,
in the aggregate, 250,759 coatributed
by the Provinces outside of Ontario.
Leaving aside the other classes of the
community, he thought he would
be able to prove that the farmers
-of these latter Provinces would not
benefit by this tax on flour, according
to the products which they raised. On
referring to the Trade and Navigation

M. FAnoW.

Returns, he found that oats and pota.
toes were the two principal article
in fact almost the only articles, ex
ported by the farmers of the Provinces
of Quebec, New Brunswick, Prince

f Edward Island and Nova Scotia. Dur.
i ng the last year, Nova Scotia ex.
prted to the United States, 740,406

- bushels of notatoes; Prince Edward Is.
land, 1,155,191 bushels; New Bruns.
wick,201,2i8 bushels; Quebec, 654,575,
and Ontario 138,456 bushels-amount.
ing in the aggregate to 2,890,596
bushels, value, $1,297,567. The
United States was the only market
available for this product, and ex-
porters, were, therefore, obliged to use
this market, although suffering under
the disadvantage of having to meet a
duty of 15c. per bushel. It followed
thence, necessarily, that their ex.
porters should be allöwed to purchase
in that market what flour and wheat
they required in exchange foi their
produce at as low a rate as possible,
and not be subject to a duty upon
return. As regardod oats, Prince Ed-
ward Island exported 1,718,707
bushels, value, $760,465; Quebec,
1,205,298 bushels, value $465,616. The
total value of potatoes and oats export-
ed from Quebec to the Lower Pro.
vince amounted to the consider-
able sum of two' and a half
million dollars ; the principal
part of which went to thel United
Stätes. When it was remembered that
these were the principal items of cx-
port of these Provinces, and that the
United State&was the chief market to
which they were exported, this Hlouse
and the country would admit that the
objection of these Provinces to a duty
being put on flour, thereby increasl)g
its price, was entitled to some cof-
sideration. Nova Scotia imported fron
the United States about 120,000 brre'
etfour, which averaged one.fourth o!
the entire quantity consumed in that
Province. In view of this fact, ie
thought the House would hesitate
f passing the measure proed
rthe hon. member for) West R
The Province efNew Brunswick, Whch
wa inï more immediate proximity
the United States than Nova Scoti'
purchased from the Americans on'!
about 60,000 barrels of flour they hod
greater facilities for getting their 90ur
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from Canada, and did less trade with
the United States than the people of
Nova Scotia. In the county of Hants,
which he had the honour to represent,,
they shipped large quantities of plaster
to the American market, and their ves-
sels, returning, for cargo brought four
as the market required. 'It waa
the principal return freight, they'
carried it at a very low rate;
and, if a duty were placed on this
article, their vessels would, in almost
every case, have to return in ballast.,
Among the exports of Nova Scotia
wére also some 22,000 cords of woç>,
which were freighted »in a class of
vessels solely engaged in this trade.
To compel these vessels to refurn home
empty, and to compel the people toE
purchase their flour in Halifax at a
higher price than they could bring it
home in their own vessels from the
States, would be very detrimental to
their interests. When they entered
Confederation, one of the arguments
used by those opposed to it was
that the duties would be very largely
increased, and tho Lower Provinces
had been brought into Confederation
very much against their will. When
the matter was brought before the
people at the polis, there was but one
member returned from Nova Scotia
who advocated it, and though theyhad
remained in Confederation, it was very
much against their wishes. They saw no
benefit to be derived, commercially,
from the connection, and though,
nevertheless, they had loyally assisted
in bearing their share of the burthens
of this Dominion, they certainly ob-
jected to the duties being increased,

and, particularly, when they were to
benefit only a section. The duties at
the period when Confederation was
formed, were ten per cent.; afterwards
tilese duties were increased to fifteen
per cent. At the inception of Con-
fedration, they had been assured the
duties would not be increased; yet, a

cade had hardly passed, ere they saw
efforts nade, he regretted to say, sup-
pOrted by those who were the leading5pirits in framing Confederation, andwho had pledged their faith that thetaxes would not be increased, to in-
erea8e the burthens which the people of
the Lower Provinces had been called
'Pon to bear. To show that the Lower

Provinces bore their share of taxation,
and more particularly the Province of
Nova Sceotia, he would state !hat their
imports, when they entered Confedera-
tion, were upwards of $11,000,000.
To-day, according to the trade and navi-
gation returns, they were under
$9,000,000. Was it in the nature of
things that they consumed less goods
than in 1867 ? He was glad to know
the contrary. In the matter of ship-
ping, their business had increased; the'
exact figures he was unable, at that mo-
ment, to give, but he knew that since
1867 it had increased by rapid strides,
and to-day they owned a fleet of ships
from that Province which had very
much increased in tonnage and value.Eé
wasa ware, also, that in other respects,
in the matter of fisheries and general
business, the Province of Nova Scotia,
had not fallen behind-and if any pro-
gress had been made by this Dominion,
it had as a whole, also been shared in
by that Provinee which he had the
honour to represent. If, to-day, they
had been ontside this Confedceracy,
their imports, instead of being nine
millions, would hae amountedto thir-
teen or fifteen mill ons. The goods
which represented the difference in
value, must have been been bought by
their people from the Upper Provinces.
Those goods, be believed. were bought
in the Provinces of Ontario and Que-
bec, and the people of the Maritime
Provinces had, therefore, beconie cus-
tomers to the Upper Provinces to that
extent, and would have to har the
burthen of the ihcrease of taxation from
10 to 17½ per cent., which would be a
very material contribution to the reve-
nue of the Dominion, and also to the
markets of the people of the Upper
Provinces. In whatever aspect the
question was viewed, the people of the
Lower Provinces, and certainly those
of Nova Sceotia, had contributed their
quota to the public revenue for defray-
ing expenses of Government and for
carrying forward the public works. If
the fishermen and other classes should
be called upon to pay a duty on flour,
they would be twice contributing. The
products the people of the Lower Pro-
vinces had to send to the United States
were those upon which they had
to pay duty; on oats, 10 p r cent.;
on potatoes, 15 per cent.; aud if they
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-were obliged to bring home their ves-
sels empty, and purchase their flour
from the Upper Provinces, and pay
50c. per barrel on it, it would very
materially injure their people without
being a benetit to Ontario. The hon.
member for North Ontario had stated
that it was immaterial whether the
duty was 10c. or 50c. per barrel;
that the difference between the
price of flour of the United
States and Canada was such
that a duty of 10c. per barrel
would prevent American flour coming
into this country ; and it was immate-
rial what duty was levied, because
the consumer would not have to pay
the d ifference. That was an argument
he (Mr. Goudge) could not understand.
Ie observed from the Trade Returns
of 1876-7, that there was a difference
of 276.000 barrels between the imports
and exports of flour ; the imports be-
ing 549,065, and the exports 276,439
barrels, showing there was a lack to
that extent of flour to supply the wants
of their people. If a duty of 10 per
cent. had been placed upon flour con-
ing from the United States, he failed
to see their people would not have to
pay it. It certainly would be added
to the price of the article to the ex-
tent of the duty paid. If the supply
of the Dominion was short, they must
obtain a supply trom the United States,
and, if a duty were imposed, the cost
of the article would be increased and
the people would pay it. If, on the
contrat y, they had a surplus of flour
and were sending it to Great Britain,
which was the standard market of
values, and regulated the price of flour
on this continent, and 50c. per barrel
duty was imposed on American flour,
while it might not make'any difference
to the people of Ontario, it would ma-
terially affect the people of the Lower
Provinces, who were olten obliged,
fiom their trade relations, to get to the
United States to purchase flour. It
was really more to the interests of
some of our people to pay 50c. per
bushel additional for flour at
United States ports, and to bring it
home in their vessels than to go to
Halifax and elsewhere to purchase
Canadian flour. The hon. member for
North Ontario had always maintained
it was desirable that Canada ishould be

Ma. GOUDGE.

a market for Canadian flour, and that
people should be compelled to use only
that article. On examining the Trade
and Navigation Returns, and referring
to the wheat imported from the United
States and to that exported by Canada
to the United Kingdom, he found that
the wheat imported was valued at
$1.05J per bushel, while that exported
was placed at $1.15½, showing that
our wheat was more valuable and
commanded higher prices in the
English market ; and if our
people were desirous of using
American flour, and content to pur-
chase American wheat, which could
be obtained at lower prices. he cculpl
not understand why any duty shoula
be imposed upon it, and why our peo-
ple should be prohibited from conduct-
ing a profitable trade, to say nothing
or the employment afforded to ship-
ping and labour. The average value
of flour exported from Canada was
placed at $5.50 per barrel, while that
imported from the United States was
worth only 65.38, showing a difference
of 12c. per barrel, and to that extent
we were benefitted. The object, no
doubt, of the proposal to tax flour, and
of the efforts which had been put forth
to lead the farmers to believe that an
impost on American wheat and flour
would be a benefit to them, was to
enable those parties who were inter-
ested in manufactures to increase the
prices to a corresponding extent. It
had been shown conclusively that the
farmers would not, to any degree, be
benefitted by the adoption of the im-
position of a duty on flour, as was pro-
posed by the motion before the louse.
It would be used as an argument by
those who were asking increased Pre-
tection'for their wares, and, no doubt,
woald have the effect of very largely
increasing their prices and profits.
T'e question of manufactures in this
country was a very important one,
and was viewed in different lightO;
some advocating a policy Of Proteetion
and others a policy in a different
direction. His own view was, tht
our manufactures could only be fsue-
cessful in proportion as the good
were cheapty made. If we expeeted
to be successful in manufacturing,
we must look outside the Dominion
for a market ; and if we entered the
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markets of the world and competed
with the manufacturers of Great
Britain and the United States, we
could only hope to be successful by
making our goods at low prices. At
present he believed our manufactures
were overdone, that the depression
under which we were still suffering
was the result of over-production, and
that our manufactories were to-day
more than sufficient to furnish goods
to supply our own market. It was
apparent that our manufacturers could
only be successful by producing goods
at a cheap rate, and they should only
do that by enabling operatives and
others to live cheaply, and admitting
raw mt.terial at a nominal rate of duty.
He, therefore, opposed the motion,
first, because it was sectional, be-
cause, even in the interests of the cla8s
which it was supposed to benefit, it
would only reach a portion of them,
not even one-half ; and, second, because
it would not assist the farmers in any
degree. While that had been shown,
it had been also clearly demonstrated
that the adoption of such a policy
would injure every other interest in
the Dominion, and particularly the
fishermen and those engaged in a sea-
faring life in the Province of Nova
Scotia. Hie, therefore, intended to
record bis vote against the motion, and
be sincerely trusted the good sense of
the Hlouse would vote it down.

MR. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.) said it
was desirable the hon. member for
liants (Mr. Goudge) should be a little
more accurate in the statistics which
he subnitted. If the hon. member would
refer to the Trade Returns,he would find
that the quantity of oats shipped from
Prince Edward Island to hie United
States represented a value of $47,000,mnstead of $1,50,000 stated by him.
It would be supposed from the argu-
ments of hon. members on the Minis-
terial side of the House, that thepresent motion emanated from the
OPposition, whereas it came from the
supporters of the present Free-trade
Goernment. Two or three days valu-
able time had been occupied in debating
a motion which it was scarcely worth
discussing, for it world scarcely re-

eive the support of twenty-five mem-
bers. The represe tatives of farming

constituencies in Ontario would deem
it to be their interests to vote for it,
for it embraced what they wanted; but
there was scarcely a member from
any of the Maritime Provinces or
from Quebec who would support it,
and, therefore, its discusgion was
wasting the time of the flouse use-
lessly, and the Government should not
have allowed the discussion to go on
day after day. He had been called to
account by the hon. member for King's,
P.E.I., (Mr. Davies) in regard to the
vote he gave on the amendment pro-
posed by the right bon. member for
Kingston, on the ground that it was
not consistent with his vote last year.
He maintained ho was consistent in
the course pursued by him last year.
He opposed the proposai of the hon.
the Finance Minister to impose certain
additional duties, and the resolution sub-
mitted by the Opposition, which be sup-
ported, was not a Protection resolution
beyond that it declared that the coun-
try was prepared to adopt a general
policy with a view to obtaining reci-
procity with the United States. They
were all in favour of Free trade, but
what they wanted was reciprocal
Free-trade. The Maritime Provinces
of the Dominion were prepared to
adopt any course which would lead to
reciprocity with the United States.
The American people fully understood
their own interests, and so long as they
were allowed to send in freely their
produce and manufactures, they had
almost ail the advantages we could
give them. He was not satisfied 1hat
even if this country were to adopt a
retaliatory policy, so far as it was in
our power to do so, it would
be sufficient to dead the United
States to grant us reciprocity, but
at all events it was the only pos-
sible means we had of obtaining it.
He further would say that, although
they might not obtain it now with
what they had to offer, still, when the
Washington Treaty lapsed, he hd no
doubt that the people of the United
States would reciprocate with us, and,
in the meantime, he supposed, the
five and a-half millions would be paid;
and they might have to adopt a policy
with the view of making the American
people feel it was to their interest to
reciprocate with us. He hoped that
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the five and a-half millions, would be
paid, and that the Maritime Provinces
would receive a fair share of it as par-
tial compensation for what they might
have to pay to secure reciprocity. He
was not a Protectionist. le was a
Free-trader, but he wanted to obtain
reciprocal Free-trade, which would
more promote the interests of the peo-
ple of Prince Edward Island, than any-
thing else that possibly could be done.
He stated last year that he opposed
the imposition of additional duties
because the Free-trade policy of this
Government, as it seemed to him, ap-
peared to lie in the direction of levying
objectionable duties from year to year,
and of increasing the tariff. Call it
Protection, or Free-trade, or what they
chose, he believed there was no neces-
sity, with proper econo'ny and man-
agement, for increasing the duties at
all. The present revenue was suffi-
cient, and they should so govern the
expenditure as to keep it properly
within our income. The duties that
had been put on were very objection-
able. Supporters of the Government
now proposed a duty on wheat and
flour. Why was this done ? Did the
Government think it was going
to make political capital out of
this proposition, with regard to
its opponents in the House. If
it did, he thought that it would be
vastly mistaken. The conduct of the
Government in this respect was as con-
sistent as its conduct in other matters.
While the Government introduced a
Bill with the view of prohibiting the
use of intoxicating liquors throughout
the country, as far as it was in its
power to do, it was allôwing corn to
come in free from the United States to
be used especially for the manufacture
of spirits. Again, in answer to a ques-
tion the other day, the leader of the
Government, or the hon. the Minister
of Finance had announced that the
Government had authorized the Wine
Growers' Association to manufacture
80,000 gallons of brandy provided they
also manufactured 240,000 gallons of
wine, which was to be free of Excise
duty, thus encouraging the manufac-
ture of alcohol, for it was nothing else,
to poison and perhaps to demoralize the
people to a very great extent, and
to confer protection on this associa-

Ma. Popz.
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tiin. Was this Free-trade ? If it
was, he was no supporter of it, and
he could only repeat that he believed
the action of the Government in
this particular was thoroughly incon.
sistent. While calling themselves Free.
traders, the members of the Govern-
ment were creating monopolies to
make alcohol, and this association
was not allowed to make brandy un.
less it manufactured three times the
quantity of wine. He thought that
this quantity of brandy would be
necessary for use, after the drink-
ing of this quantity of wine, in
order to equalize the results. This
discussion, in his opinon, had been
altogether unnecessary and uncalled
for. The whole subject had been fully
discussed. This motion had been
brought forward by Government sup.
porters, and simply, he supposed, to
ascertain the feeling and sense of the
House regarding it, in the hope that it
might injure some members of the Op-
position. They wanted no duty such
as that proposed. This would be
the most objectionable duty, so
far as they were concerned, that
could be imposed. The people of
Prince Edward Island were not
prepared to accept a duty on these
articles, but they were prepared to
adopt a general system with a view of
bringing about a reciprocity treaty,
and this could never be securred unless
they made thé Americans feeL that it
would be their interest to so, recipro-
cate. It would then be secured and not
before.

MR. GOUDGE said he had stated in
hisaremarks that Prince Edward Island
had exported 1,'55,191 bushels of pota-
toes. By reference to the trade returns,
he found that these figures were per-
fectly correct. He aiso had said that
this Island exported 1,718,707 bushels
of oats. If he had said that these oats
were exported to the United States,
such was not his intention. They in-
cluded the entire export to Great Bri-
tain, Newfoundland, the United States
and other places. He had only in-
tended to say, with reference to exports
to the United States, that 155,191
bushels of potatoes were shipped thei'
and this statemènt was borne out by
the facts.
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Mu. POULIOT said that, in view of
the discussion which had taken place
upon the motion submitted to the
louse, as well as upon ail the other

questions which bad been brought
before the Ilouse, he saw, that each
hon. member sought to 1og4 after his
own interests. He foundii n fa ilt with
this disposition, and hé di, not blame
hon. gentlemen for dòing so ; but as ho
also had constituents, wbo counted on
him to protect them and work in their
interests, bon mem bers would not be of-
fended, he hoped, if ho spoke and voted
in the sense he proposed, after what.he
had seen. Several of the hon. gen-
tiemen opposite who had participated
in the debate were, he believed, in the
same position as himself; that was to
say, that, if this motion were carried,
it would serve their personal interests,
as it would serve bis oWn, as well as
those of a small number of his constitu-
ents, for ho followed farming a little,
and ho could, with a few of bis con-
stituents and of the farmers of the Pro-
vince of Quebec,-above ail during the
present year, when Providence had
avoured them so particularly-with
the surplus of wheat'that they bad,
assist those who had nonre, viz., their
neighbours in the Maritime Provinces.
But, if this were in the interests of
himself and of a small number of his
constituents, it would certainly be con-
trary to the interests of the greater
number even of the farmers in bis Pro-
vince, who were obliged to .buy their
wheat and flour, for this motion would
impose upon them a tax ; consequently,
he could not support it. But, if the
motion of bis bon friend from Iberville
(Mr. Béchard) was proposed, ho would
assuredly support it; for, although the
greater number of the inhabitants of
Quebec, even including the farmers,
bought their wheat and flour, they al-
ways had a considerable surplus of
oats and rye, which they could
lot dispose of at such reasonable
rates as would enable them to
pay the cost of eultivation, and this
was due to the importation of Indian
cern, which was obtainable at such a
low price that the merchants in the
)0ominion purchased a great deal of it.This fact, combined with the unfortu-

nlate system of eredit, which was soextensive and ruinous to the Province

of Quebec, where corn was sold to any
one who wanted it, although often at
a dearer rate than was necessary to
obtain the rye and the oats which the
farmers raised, caused the latter to be
thus lefL with their produce on their
hansp 4a they either could not soel
it or else they were obliged to soli it
to these saime 'dealers for a nominal,
price. 'he hon. member for Centre

ellington, who, ho believed, was
chosen among the bon. members oppo-
site to conduct the battle and fire the
big guns, bad included this matter in
the famous National Policy, this old
and superannuated ragout of the hon.
member. for Kingston. As the bon.
gentleman (Mr, Oçton) was a doctor,
ho should know that the best ragou#
were always very indigestible; and
hence, how could the bon. gentleman
hope that the old sour ragout which
he offered the qouse could be accepted;
and from what he ceuld see, there
were even many of the bon. gentle-
man's friends who did not even taste
it. As for himself, ho could not accept
the motion then before the louse, and,
consequently, ho would vote against it.

Ma. ]ROCHESTER said that it had
not been bis intention to say anything
on this subject this Session, as ho had
spoken a great deal respecting it last
Session; but, as the debate on the mo-
tion before the House had taken a
very wide range, and as hon. gentle-
men on both sides had entered into the
question very fully, ho would not be
discharging bis duties properly to his
constituents if ho did not say a few
words upon it, having the honour te
represent one of the best farming con-
stituencies in Canada. The hon. the
mover of the motion ought to have
gone a little further, and included
coarse grains with wheat and flour ;
but half a loaf was botter than no
bread, and, consequently, he had
decided to support the motion, because
he thought that it was a move in the
right direction. Hon. gentlemen oppo-
site appeared to have taken a great
deal of trouble and spared no pains in
getting up all the statistics pos-
sible to prove that their course
was right and that the course
of the Opposition was wrong.
He did not think that members of the
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Opposition had taken so much trouble
in this respect. For his part, he had
not looked up any statisties in this re-
gard, and, as the matter had been so
thoroughly discussed, he merely in-
tended to refer to one or two matters
that he thought had been overlooked.
The hon. member for South Went-
worth had stated that he could pur-
chase American corn in Hamilton at
50c. a bushel, and that if a duty of 5c.
a bushel were levied, this would raise
the price of corn in this country to
55c. a bushel. This was the strangest
theory he had ever heard advanced-
that if they flooded a country with any
material, this would incroase the price.
He did not think that any commercial
man in the House or country would
endorse any such statement. The
hon. gentleman said that the farmers
in the West could make a profitable
operation by selling their barley and
buying Indian corn, as thoy could sell
the former for more than the latter
would cost; while the corn was a
great deal botter than barley for cat-
tle-feeding purposes. He was not pre-
pared to contradict this statement.
He would not say that corn was not
better for such food than barley, but,
was it not absurd to pretend that be-
cause a few farmers in Western On-
tario could be so accommodated, the
balance of the Dominion should suffer
for that accommodation ? American
corn should be admitted free of duty,
while 15e. a bushel was charged on all
the barley which we sent across the
line? Was the whole country to suffer
for the benefit of a few irmers? He
thought that his hon. friend was cor-
tainly very far astray in making use
of an argument of this kind. He be-
lieved that corn was a great article of
exchange between the United States
and Canada; this must be the case,
from the simple fact, as the hon.
member for North Wentworth had
stated, if he remembered aright, that
we exported about 6,000,000 pounds
of malt. He was not prepared to say
that these'figures wero correct, but the
quantity mentioned appeared to him
to be large. If this were so, it only
showed that a good deal of malt and
barley was exported from Canada.
lere came in another question regard-

ing the point: whether the consumers
Mit. ROCHETEIR.

paid the duty or not ? He believed that
in some instances they did, while, on
the other hand, in other cases, the
producers paid the duty. This matter
was illustrated by the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, with reference to
two farms situated side by side. lie
thought that no one could contradict
this. There was no way he knew of to
make a farmer or any other person,
whether manufacturer, mechanic, or
whatever lie might be, understand a
question botter than by touching his
pocket;and no inan could take 85c. for a
dollar but ho would know the difference.
If he was not mistaken, the duty on
barley exported from the United States
was 15c. a bushel. The hon. the
Finance Minister brought in a Bill to
change the duty on malt from 2e. to
2c. per pound, and that the duty should
be collected by the Inland Revenue in-
stead of the Customs Department.
Every year we were importing into
Canada from $3,000,000 to $4,000,000
worth of Indian corn, and for what
purpose? Simply to make Canada the
consumer of the United States produc-
tions. While we sent barley and malt
out of Canada, on which the Americans
charged a duty, we are actually im.
porting Indian corn from the United
States free of duty, to take the place of
the barley our farmers grow. The
Americans charged 15c. a bushel on
barley sent across the lines. It would
be seen, therefore, that the consump-
tion of barley in the Dominion did not
affect thé price; the price was fixed on
the other side of the lines. If matters
stood in the same position as they did
from ton to twenty years ago, when
our distillers were supplied with coarse
grain grown in our own country, WO
would save between $3,000,000 and
$4,000,000 every year. Last Session,
several hon. gentlemen expressed
themselves as being favourable to Pro-
tection, but the hon. member for Gren-
ville, if he was not mistaken, said it
was wrong that a duty on corn should
be levied, from the fact that, by putting
a duty on corn, the starch manufac-
turer in his constituency might be af-
fected by that duty, and hence the
policy proposed contradicted itself. Il
(Mr. Rochester) was of opinion that a
fair duty should be put on Indian corn,
as it takes the place of the cOare
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grains raised in this eountry, thereby
robbing our agriculturists of their
home market, and necessitating the
exportation of our grains to foreign
countries. And this was plainly shown
by the fact that there was only one
bushel of rye grown in the Dominion
of Canada where there were a thousand
fifteen years ago, for the simple reason
that farmers could never get any
market for it in this country. He pre-
dicted that a few years ago, when there
were about 77 distillers in the country.
The hon. member for Grenville stated
that he had written to certain gentle-
men who carried on that business, and
had received replies from one at Pi es-
eott and another at Toronto, saying
that they could not make anything if
a duty was placed on corn. If such
.was the case, it was certainly very
strange that they should become so
wealthy. The hon. gentleman said:
" It is true they feed a great many
cattle, and make noney out of
them." He (Mr. Rochester) con-
sidered that it was out of the
business of a distiller to feed
cattle from the produce of his dis-
tillery. A large portion of this country
was suitable for the production of
coarse grains, rather than wheat; in
fact, from the one end of Ontario to
the other, our granaries were full of
coarse grain. When it was very
wrongly, as lie thought, proposed last
year, to put an additional duty of 36c.
per bushel on barley, he pointed out
that it would greatly injure the brew-
ers and farmers of this country. What
lie had predicted was fultilled, for
many brewers had done nothing since.
The Government robbed the brewers
of 36c. on every bushel of barley they
used, and the brewers robbed the far-
mers out of the same amount. This
Was very evident from the fact that
the highest price obtained for barley,during the present year, was 50c.,while, as everyone knew, it used tobring from 80c. to $1.05 or$1.10. Thedecrease in the consumption of ales,and the increase in the consumption
of whiskey, anounmed to -something
like 8150,000 in one year. Now, that
could not be beneficial to the country.
In the United States a different con-dition of things existed ; there was
nearly 100 per cent. difference between

the amount paid for protection by the
American and the Canadian brewer.

ME. MILLS: Might I ask the hon.
gentleman what he would consider a
fair tax on corn ?

Ma. ROCHESTER: If ho were a
Minister, ho would be able to say. It was
my business' to point out where they
were wrong; that was quite enough. He
did not think there was a country in
the world where the duty on beer was
so high as in the Dominion of Canada.
In England, if he was correctly in-
formed, the duty was something like
60c. or 61c. a bushel of 401b.; in Ger-
many it wis 29c. or 30c.; in Scotland
53e., and in Ireland 50c. He spoke
merely from memory, but he believed
ho was not mistaken as to figures.
One great difference between the sys-
tem in the United States and that
followed here, was this: when a
brewer in the United States made a
certain quantity of beer, lie put it
in his vaults till he required
to sell it; and when he sent it
out lie put a Government stamp upon
it. Now, in Canada the case was very
different ; for just so soon as a kiln of
malt was made, the duty had to be
paid forthwith. Again, the difference
in favour of the American brewer over
the Canadian was this: ho might bave
1,000 or 2,000 gallons of sour beer in
vaults, on which he would pay no
duty,while the Canadian brewer would
have previously paid the duty on the
malt, eore its manufacture into beer.
This showed the disadvantages under
which the Canadian brewer labours,
for lie not only loses all the sour beer
he may happen to have on band, but
the duty as well. Now, as everyone
was aware,the changing seasons in this
country was apt to spoil boer or ale,
aind by paying the duty on malt liquors
thus destroyed, a brewer was likely to
suffer great loss. le did not intend to
say much more on the subject. He
admitted that his remarks had taken a
rather wide range as far as four and
wheat were concerned, and he would
not bave trespassed so much on the
time of the House had he not noticed
that from the commencement of' this
debate, a carte blanche was given to
every member to take whatever line
suited hirm. What lie had just referred
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to was, lie believed, a matter of vital
importance to the whole country-
more especially to the farming com-
munity, ecause they had been robbed
by jthe course the Government had
ursued with regard to the Inland

venue taxes. He strongly urged,
last Session, that the increased taxa-
tioi, should not be imposed. and he
night inform the Finance Minister that
it would be found from the returns
that the revenue received under the
taif of 72c. a bushel did not exceed
what had been obtàined when the rate
waý only 36c. He had not seen the
returns for the. last six months; he
based bis remarks on the returns of
the PreviQus six months. Surely nO
candid man could say that that change
was a uenefcial one. He had bimaelf
bought hundreds of bushels of
barley to feed his horses at
from 42c. to 43c. a bushel.
He represented an agricultural
district, and felt lie should be
wanting in the discharge of his duty
towards hie constituents if he did not
express their views upon this matter.
In the first place, he migbt say fhat
the large quantity of Indian corn
brought into competition with the pro-
ducts of Canada was, simply robbiog
the farmer of a home market for what
he had to dispose of, nnd those mam-
moth distilleries were kept up by
bringing in this Indian corn free of
duty. If the hon. the Finance Min-
ister bad only been advised, and when
levying an additional 36c. on malt, had
placed âc. or 10c. per bushel on corn,
he would have been doing something
like justice to the agriculturists of our
country. But the hon. gentleman
could not see this. He (Mr. Roch-
ester) did not believe that this 72c.
per bushel on malt bad produced
more revenue than when the duty
stood at 36c.; at any rate, he had not
received the amount of money he in-
tended to realize by the imposition of
this extra duty. Canada had supplied
all her own wants until this American
corn was brought in, and it was very
hard indeed that hon. gentlemen
would try to make people believe it
was actually necessary that Canada
should pay the duty on her exports,
while anything that was brought inte
the country should pay no duty. If

Ma. ROCHEsTEE

the Americans had a duty on ceorn'
oats cattle, horsos, and everything of
that kind, and found it good for the
United States, certainly it should 'be
good for Canada. He could not see how
the, difference arQse. He lad been toi
by, perhaps, one of the most prominent
men 'n the city of New York that,
so long as Canada continued to
follow the course she did, sn long would
the United States keep up ber duties;
but so soon as Canada changed her
policy and assimilated it to that of the
United States, would the American
tariff be changed. The hon. meiber
for North Oxford seemed afraid that
by altering our tai iff we might offend
our neighbours. H1e was not one of
those who thoughti we were living
under the protection of the people or
Government at Washington. He
thought we were able to protect our-
selves, and that we should also try to
protect the manufacturers and agri-
culturidts of this country. The hon.
gentlemen opposite had spent any
amount of trouble and time in their
endeavours to get all the statistics
they possibly could to bolster up their
miserable platform, and in order to
prove that the farming interests of
this country needed no protection; but
hon. gentlemen would find, at the next
election, that farmers thoronghly un-
derstood their tacties and knew what
was best for their own interests as well
as other classes.

Ma. SINCLAIR said the motion be-
fore the il use was of such an impor-
tant character that lie could not let it
pass without making a few remarks
upon it. If he understood it aright the
national policy brought down by the
leader of the Opposition (Sir John A.
Macdonald) was that a retaliatory
duty should be levied on all articles
from the United States for hastening
a reciproeity of trade. If such was
the case, the two articles before thenI
wheat and flour, would have to be
taxed 20c. per bushel on wheat
and from $1 to $ 1.20 per barrel on
flour, if this policy was attempted.
He believed that he could show it
would be the most injurious policy that
could be carried out for the Eastern
Provinces, and also that even Ontario
would not be benefitted by it. Let thern
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look at last year's returns. Last year we
had over three million dollars' worth of
breadstuffs imported more than we
exported, and the greater amount of
that was for the Maritime Provinces.
If we bad had that policy at the time,
and had a duty of 20c. on -wheat and
from a $1 to 81.20 per barrel on flour,
that would certainly be against the
Eastern Provinces, and what benefit
would it be to Ontario ? Ontario had
not the flour or wheat to supply them,
and.consequently, could reap no benefit
fron it. The Opposition said they
supported the resolution because they
wished to get a retaliatory policy, in
order to bringing the United States to
lier bearings, when they would impose
a discriminating duty. He believed
that a discriminating duty against the
Unted States would not be granted.
If a retaliatory policy was attempted, it
must be a general one against all
countries alike. The result would be
that ail manufactured articles imported
would be subject to an enormous duty,
ranging from 33 to 50 per cent., and
this would make Canada a hard country
to live in.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman never heard me agree
to that.

MR. SINCLAIR said it was men-
tioned in the discussion upon the sub.
ject, and was not dissented from.
They were to have 20c. levied on
wheat, and everything else in propor-
tion. This was what they called a
national policy, but what he considered
the most destructive and injurious
policy a new country could engage in,
making the necessaries of life dear to
the working classes; and,conseq uently,
lie would vote against it.

Ma. McCRANEY said if it were
shown that the proposed duty on wheat
and flour would at ail benefit the
farmer, lie would vote for the motion,
but he did not think that it had been
shown. lie was opposed to any further
Protection than that 1fforded by a
revenue tariff ; but lie was not a Free-
trader. le was in favour of such inci-
denta! Protection as would provide a
suefient revenue, and, at the same
tine, noderately foster the various in-
dustries of the country, which Protec-
tion we had now; and he believed it

was the best system this country could
adopt. He contended that the contro-
versy was not between Free-trade and
Protection, but between a revenue
tariff and prohibition, which, carried
to its legitimate results, meant direct
taxation. Situated as we were, com-
mercially, it was not possible to carry
out Free-trade in this country. Many
were misled by this word Protection ;
it was a misnomer applied to the tariff
in this sense. It meant increaeed tax-
ation, the luxury of paying $120 for
every $100 worth of goods coming into
this country. By the present tariff,
17J per cent., and 2j per cent. freight
and commission, say, ten per cent.
profit for the wholesale man, and 20
per cent., probably, for the retail man,
made about 50 per cent. for the con-
sumer to pay. Surely this ought to
satisfy the most rabid Protectionist,
and it became a heavy tax on the con-
sumer, and the reasonable producer
should not exact any more. The lion.
member for South Victoria (Mr. Mc-
Quade) had said that we lost $1,958,000
on wheat we imported from the United
States,and a very large amount on what
we exported there. In other words, that
we lost both ways. This was strange
logic, which could not be proved. If
we paid the duty on our exports to the
United States, he would like to know
what difference it made to them what
duty the United States charged on
theii exports to Canada. It surely
could not make any difference. And
then, how could they lose thirty mil-
lion dollars annually, as had been
stated by the hon. member for Centre
Wellington (Mr. Orton) ? If the
Canadian people paid the duty on their
own exports,'how could they pay the
duty on what the Americans exported
into Canada, if Canada paid the
duty on what they exported to the
United States. It seemed to him
to be a most absurd doctrine. Again,
the hon. member for North Huron
(M r. Farrow) had spoken in the same
strain. He understood the hon. mem-
ber to say that the United States paid
the duty on what they exported to
Canada. If that were true, he did not
see why we· should encourage manu-
facturing at ail in this country. Why
bot close up the manufactories at once,
and import everything we require,
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thus increasing the revenue very
largely, so that the Government would
soon have plenty of money in the
Treasury for all the public expendi-
tures. But it was clear to him,
and to every observer who
thought this mattter over can-
didly, that the consumer paid the
duty. If the consumer did not pay the
duty, and tbe duty did not increase
prices, why did those hon. members in
Opposition cry "Protect home manufac-
tures." If the consumer did not pay
the duty, why did the United States
fight Great Britain and declare their
independence because Great Britain
attempted to tax their tea? Were
they mistaken, and did the Chinese pay
the duty ? It was not possible for the
United States to tax us in any way, and
it was not possible fôr us to tax the
United States, nor was it possible for
one nation to tax another in time of
peace. If it were possible, it would
create endless wars among nations and
we would be taxed to death by the
United States. The Canadian Granger,
the exponent of the farmers of this
country, stated that the price for our
produce was regulated by the countries
which consumed it. In 1866, Canada
exported 16,168,719 bushels of grain
more than it imported ; and in 1877, an
exceptionally bad year, the surplus of
exports amounted to 4,512,231 bushels.
As long as they exported more of these
varlous kinds of grain than they im-
ported, more than was required for the
necessities of the country, he could not
see how Protection would assist the
farmer in the least. The barley ques-
tion had been referred to by the hon.
member for North Wentworth (Mr.
Rymal), and had been so ably discussed
that he did not think any more could
be said on it. He had proposed refer-
ring to some ideas in reference to that
question, but it had been fully cleared
up by the hon. member for North
Wentworth, whose arguments were un-
arswerable. . The hon. member for
Peel had also given utterance to some
of the facts which he had intended ex-
pressing relative to the values of the
various kinds of grain. He had shown
the House that at present, in Toronto,
1001b. of corn were worth 83c.; 1001b.
of oats $1.05, a difference of 22c.;
1001b. peas were were worth $1.15, a

Ma. MCCRANEY.

difference of 32c.; and that 1001b.
barley were worth $1.20, a difference
of37c. as compared with corn. This was
a significant argument, and none would
deny that 1001b. of corn were worth
at least as much for feeding purposes
as the other grains mentioned, unless
perhaps, peas. He might say with
regard to this that his own observa-
tions had led him to the conclusion
that corn was about equal to any other
grain for feed. He knew it from his
own experience of many years, and in
the experience of those around him in
the community in which he lived,
where for a number of years they had
sold their barley, peas and oats to buy
corn. Ie had known farmers sell their
barley at from 96c. to $1 per bushel,
and buy corn by the car load from 50c.
to 55c. per bushel, thereby saving 40c.
to 45c. cents per bushel on the trans-
action; and who was hurt by
this ? Surely not the farmer.
As he hund before remarked, it had
never been proved that a country
which produced more than it could
consume would be benefitted by a pro-
tective duty placed on those products.
He found by the Trade Returns of 1877,
that this country imported 8,260,077
bushels of corn, for which it paid
$4,259,496 or 51c. per bushel, and it
exported 4,083,174 bushels, for which
it received $2,583,173 or 64c. per
bushel, leaving 4,176,895 bushels, at a
cost of 40c. per bushel. The profit on
the export was 13c., or $530,812, this
sum going to the importers and the
carrying trade. They had imported
1,697,968 bushels of oats at a cost of
$610,681 or 35c. per bushel, and they
had exported 3,996,156 bushels, for
which they received $1,658,079 or 41½c.
per bushel, leaving 2,298,188 bushels
surplus that we would have exported,
had we imported no oats, so that there
could be no loss to the farmer in this
transaction, but a profit to the im-
porter and carrying- trade. They ex-
ported barley to the amount of
6,587,180 bushels, for which they
received $4,721,455, or equal to 72c.
per bushel. Had they not imported
corn, they would have had to feed
their stock at a difference between the
pricé of corn and barley of 21c. per
bubel. They exported peas to the
amount of 1,753,439 bushels, but
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imported none, and realized thereby
$1,509,214 or equal to 85c. per bushel,
leaving a difference between the corn
tbey imported and the peas they
exported, of 34½c. per bushel.
lie did not sce why the Gov-
er'nment should step in and prevent
them from making this advantageous
exchange. The same might be said ot
wheat and flour. In 1876 we imported
5,838,156 bushels, at a cost of
$6,070,174, or $1 04 per bushel, and we
exported 9,248,390 bushels, receiving
therefor $10,416,636, or $1.07 per
bushel. Of flour of wheat we imported
376,114 barrels at a cost of $1,906,298,
and exported 419,936 barrels, for which
we received $2,205,467; showing in
this case of wheat and flour a large
amount of export over import. And
if the import had exceeded the export,
would it be fair in these depressed
times to increase the price of bread to
the consumers by putting on an import
duty? It was extraordinary that in
these times of depression, when it was
difficult for the poor man to get along,
that men should be found advocating,
as the cure, the putting on of more
taxes by increasing the price of food
and fuel to the consumer. Reference
haid been made by nearly every hon.
gentleman opposite to the United
States. They hold them up as an
example of what a protective policy
had done there, but the less they said
about that the better. With the per-
mission of the House he would read a
short article from the St. Louis Repub-
lican :

"It is well~known that manufacturers
have multiplied enormously in the United
States during the last fifteen years, and the
reason of it is plain. The census report of
1870 told part of the story, and the profqund
stagnation we have had since 1673 told the
rest. The advent of the Republican party
broughit the New England policy of protec-
ing bomne manufactures into ful effect, and
the result bas been an overgrowth of that
'nterest and the sacrifice of nearly all others.
In 1860, the whole number of manufactur-
Ing establishments in the country was
140,423; in 1870, it had increased to 252,148,
an increase of 79 per cent. in the same de-
cade the number of hands employed in man-ufacturing extablishments increased from
1,311,246 to 2,053,996 ; the capital employ-
ed, from' $1,000,855,715 to $2,118,298,769 ;the annual wages paid from $379,878,965 to
$775,584,343; the value of material used,froin $1,031,605, 0 92 to $2,488,427,242; and

the value of manufactured products, fron
$1,885,861,676 to $4,232,325,442. In 1870,
this looked like prosperity, but viewed
through the dismal pallor which the collapse
of 1873 has thrown over the country, how-
ever, it is seen not to be prosperity ; it is an
artificially stimulated overgrowth, that has
produeed widespread disaster. It is an en-
ormous development of the nanufacturing
interests, produced at an enormous cost.
What that cost bas been the census report
reveals. While manufactures have multi-
plied, our commerce and agriculture have
declined. In 1860, American ships
carried three-fourths of our exports and im-
ports ; now, foreign ships carry three-fourths
of these exports and imports, leaving only
one-fourth to our vessels. The proud ex-
hibit of American shipping that was our
boast sixteen years ago, is a thing of the
past. It bas been swept away by the unwise
policy which Pacriflced nearly everything to
manufactures and manufacturers. Agricul-
ture bas been made to contribute its share
to this hypertrophy of the favoured interest.
From 1860 to 1870 the cotton crop fell otf
2,366,056 bales ; the sugar crop, 143,936
hogsheads; the rice crop, 113,532,011 pounds;
the tobacco crop, 191,474,120 pounds;
the crop of clover seed, 316,531 bushels; the
crop of grass seed, 316,882 bushels; the
corn crop, 67,848,202 bushels ; the rye crop,
4,182,595 bushels; the buckwbeat crop,
7,750,097 bushels; the hemp crop, 51,747
tons; the hog crop 8,378,298 bead; cheese
crop, 50,171,774 pounds; and even those
farmi products that show an increase during
the decade, fall far short of the increase they
made in the preceding decade from 1850 to
1860. The decay of agriculture under the
malign policy that oppressed it to secure
to eastern man ufacturers dividends of 25 per
cent. on their capital is not limited to one
section of the country; it is universal. In
the South, miles of plantations are waste, in
New England hundreds of farms have been
abandoned to grow up into forests, and, in
the west, farmers find it ditfcult, even with
the severest labour, to pay their taxes and
support their families. And even manufac-
turing bas been broken down under the in-
fluences that broke down other interests on
whicl it depends The bigh prices that pro.
tection begot multiplied manufactures bc-
yond the capital of the country to consume
themn, and even the favoured intzreet now
languished with its mills and furnaces
closed, with its products unsold and with
thousands of' its employés out of work."

That is not the evidence of a Canadian,
but a citizen of that country for which
his hon. friend opposite would make
him believe Protection had done so
much. On that point he could agree
with the hon. member for Centre
Wellington, that it was a grievance
and hardship to our exporters and im-
porters of produce, and especially to
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our millers, to think that grain and
flour was carried from Chicago and
Detroit to Montreal for a trifie more
than from Hamilton and Toronto to
Montreal; and especially were the
local rates unfair. He had talked to
iseveral intelligent millers of late, and
all admit if it were not for the dis-
.criminating rates of the railroads,they
-would have little to complain of. But
this was only another name for Protec-
tion; it was the legitimate offspring of
monopoly, with all its attendent evils,
-and if anything could be done to re-
mnove this difficulty, it should be done
at once; but if it cannot be removed,
the Government should not be held
responsible for it. He was not in
'favour of class legislation. There were
other reasons to be considered against
the imposition of a duty on grain.
There were the fishing, the coal, the
milling, the manufacturing, the min-
ing, and last, though not least, the
lumber interest. We had no data as
to the whole production of the forests
.annually, for export and home
*consumption, but it was something
enormous, and only second to
the productions of the soil. He
found, from 1868 to 1875, the whole
production of the forests for export
was $185,265,471. The whole produc-
tion of the forests of this country, he
bad no doubt, amounted to from thirty-
-five to forty million dollars annually,
if not more, iicluding home consump-
tion ; and the amount of money in-
vested in saw mills, timber limits,
plant and machinery of various kinds,
was very large. It was well known
that this interest was, perhaps, suffer-
in. more than any other, and had suf-
fered for the past four or five years.
He would like to know what would
become of the lumbering interests if a
duty were put upon agricultural pro-.
,ducts. Unless the Government would
sec fit to grant a bonus to lumbermen,
on the manufacture of their lumber,
whi<h he would be very sorry to sec
the Government do, and be would con-
sider it his duty to vote against them
if they did any such insane thing, he

* did not think the Government could in
any way legislate to benefit the lum-
bering interests. Se long as there was
more lumber manufactured than was

Irequired for home consitmption, and
M.R. MCcamxcr.

so long as the stagnation existed in the
United States, brought on by the un-
wise prohibitory policy of Protection,
the lumbering interests would remain
in a depressed condition. As he for-
merly remarked, if he thought the
farmers of this country required Pro.
tection, that they would be benefitted
in the least by a duty on wheat and
flour, he would vote for this motion.
If the farmers wanted Protection,
where were the thousands of petitions
we might have expected from them?
The hon. member for South Huron
had stated that at some agricultural
meeting in his constituency they had
moved a resolution in favour of Pro.
tection. This was the first time lie
had ever heard of farmers asking for
Protection. If he knew anything
about the opinions of the farmers he
represented, they did not desire Pro-
tection as long as there was not a gen-
eral increase in the tariff all round.
They were well off as compared with
other occupations; they were not sick,
and needed no political doctoring.
Farm lands were higher than for some
years, and in good demand ; while in
the United States, so says the Railway
Age, all real estate had shrunk in value
in the -past five years 39 per cent.
The cry of Protection to farmers is not
because hon. gentlemen opposite felt
any very deep interest in their wel-
fare, but for another purpose; to drag
the farmers in to help to secure Pro-
tection to manufacturers. And, in the
squabble over it, these hon. gentlemen
expect to scramble into power aga"n.
What the farmers wanted was les
haranguing arid talking here, and
more work. They required the
public expenditure to be reduced
to the l»west point 'consistent with
the requirements of the Government,
and the carrying on of our publhe
works. They wanted retrenchment
exercised in all branches of the public
service, and to be left alone by polit
cal demagogues to attend to their own
business. When those men went round
the country and endeavoured to indueO
the farmers to adopt certain views
which they understood fully, tbose
hon. gentlemen would find it t no
purpose, for the agriculturists fully
understood what *they réquired, a
were much more intelligent than thOse
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hon. gentlemen gave them credib for.
it had been said by hon. gentlemen
opposite that Canada had nothing to
,ive the United States in return for
reciprocity, while some of them had
expressed themselves as being opposed
to reciprocity. If they would only tell
the House what they do want, - we
might understand, but they did not ap-
pear to know themselves; for some of
them are in favour of one policy and
some of another, and it was difficult to
find out what the Opposition desired.
A reciprocity of tariffs, a retaliatory
tariff, and a scientific tariff, were re-
spectively advocated. If this country
had nothing to give the United States
in return for reciprocity, it was due to
the fact that every advantage having
been given them by the Washington
Treaty capitulation of the bon. the
leader of the Opposition, it did not lie
in the mouths of hon. gentlemen op-
posite to refer ta the fact. He could
not support the motion of the hon.
member for East Hastings, but would
record his vote against it.

Ma. McINTYRE said, at this, the
last stage of the debate on the trade
question, be did not propose attempt-
ing to throw any additional light on a
question already so thoroughly debated.
lowever, as the representative of a
Free-trade constituency in a Free trade
Province, he felt compelled to enter his
protest aganst the amendment of the
lon. member for East Hastings.
Anytbing more odious to the people of
Prinee Edward Island than a duty on
flour could nDt possibly be conceived.
A large portion of the flour consumed
In the Island came from the United
States, in exchange for the products of
the soil and the lisheries, a large por-
tion of whieh was shippod annually to
the States of the Union. Some years
it was impossible to obtain good prices
for thoir fish on the Island, or obtain
cash for it, and then they shipped it to
the United States and obtained flour
in return. Under those circumstances
he failed to understand how they would
obtain any benefit from the imposition
of a duty on flaur. It was thought by
some parties that it would not benefit
Ontario farmers, and certainly the
People of the Maritime Provinces, who
consumed the flour, would not be bene-
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fitted. The people of Prince Edward
Island, equally with th9>se of the other
Provinces of the Dominion, were not
inclined to be taxed in order that a few
manufacturers might be benefitted by
it. His people were already sufficiently
taxed, and he was not inclined to follow
in the steps of a party which advocated
a policy to tax them still further.
They were not only opposed to any in-
crease of duties, but held that, as soon
as the finances of the country would
permit, a reduction should take place
on the whole list.

Mit. PERRY said that, as ho came
from a Province that would be very
seriously affected by the motion of the
hon. member for West Hastings (Mr.
Brown), if it were carried out, is con-
stituents would expect that ho would
not give a silent vote on that import-
ant question. He had hoped that,
when the resolution introduced by the
right hon. member for Kingston, which
embraced the farming as well as manu-
facturing interests, had been so ably
discussed and voted down by a large
majority, no sectional resolution would
have been submitted to the House, in
order, perhaps, to entrap some hon.
member. He was prepared not to be
entrapped by such a motion. He was
prepared to sustain the Free-trade
party of the Dominion. From the re-
marks of some hon. members it would
be imagined that the Province of
Ontario constituted the whole Domin-
ion, and other hon. members appeared
to hold the same view in regard to
Quebec. The representatives of the
Maritime Provinces, whose people
numbered nearly one-third of the
whole population of the Dominion,
should protect their interests. When
ho looked the question of the imposi-
tion of a duty on flour fairly in the
face, ho saw that the effect would be
ruinous to those Provinces. He
failed to be able to reconcile
the position taken by the hon.
memiber for Queen's on that ques-
tion. The farming question was in-
cluded in the motion submitted by the
right hon. member for Kingston, and
yet the hon. member for Queen's voted
for it. Now, a partial resolution was
brought forward, asking Parliament to
impose duties on wheat and flour, but
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the hon. member doclined to support
it. If the motion proposed by the
right bon. member for Kingston,
which ncluded farming as well as
manufacturing interests, was good, as
a wbolethe present resolution must be
good in the abstract. IL was urged by
siome hon. members that what Canada
required was a reciprocal or retaliatory

tariff. The revenue nov realized by
the Dominion from importations was
13,658,969. If the American tariff were
applied to the present scale of duties,
the sum would be increased to
$18,517,436, and, if the amount now
paid were dedacted, there would re-
main $14,858,467, equal to $3.70 per
-capita for the whole population. If
that were applied to the poor people of
Prince Edward Island, they would be
.called upon to pay into the revenue of
the Dominion about $370,000 more than
at present,which was about equal Lo the
whole income of the Island at the time
it entered Confedoration. If the
Islanders were satisfied to bear such
taxes, they would have to send some
other person to represent their inter-
ests than himself. If they were pre-
pared to allow themselves to be sad-
-dled with increased taxation, they
were not the people ho considered they
were, because they were Free-traders ;
-and ho could not understand how we
could drive the Americans to give us
reciprocity by calling on our people to
pay $18,000,000 increased taxation.
He failed also to see how Ontario
farmers would be largely benefitted.
We imported last year 1,967,706 bush-
els of oats, for which 66,310,491 was
paid, or equal to 26jc. per bushel. In
one year we exported to England
2,696,703 bushels of oats, for which we
received $1,130,712, equal to 41c. per
bushel. That showed that we had a
market for more oats than were actu-
ally grown in the country, and that we
made 15c. per bushel upon the whole
transaction, If a duty were levied of
15c. per bushel on oats imported from
the United States, no profit would re-
main, and the trade would be des-
troyed. We imported corn from the
TJnited States to feed our stock, at
very low prices, and exported large
quantities of barley to England, for
which we obtained larger prices than
we paid for the corn, the difference

MR. PERRY.

being equal to 24c. per bushel. If a
duty of lac. were levied, the balance
would be reduced to 9c. They were
constantly referred to the general
trade policy of the United States, and
it was alleged that the people were
prosperous, although every branch of
industry was protected. But there were
two parties on the tariff question, and
one party held very different views from
those so frequently mentioned in the
House. Mr. Marshall, of Illinois, deli-
vered a speech at Washington, wherein
ho showed the farmer of the United
States was ground down by taxation
and it was almost impossible for hum
to live. If the Amorican farmer could
scarcely live under such a system, he
was satisfied that the farmers in the
Dominion would not be able to live
under it. If the people of Canada were
prepared to submit to such a tyrannical
system of taxation as was proposed,
the people of Prince Edward Island
were not ; and he would be surprised
if one member for that Province sup-
ported the resolution before the House;
at all events, he would not do so.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not propose to occupy the
time of the House more than a very few
minutes. le thought the hon. member
who had introduced the motion should,
by this time, have regretted that he
had done so. The hon. gentleman had
already defined his position; ho had
voted on the resolution which ho (Sir
John A. Macdonald) proposed, in favour
of a revision of the tariff in such a way
as would afford proper encouragement
to all the interests of this country.
The greater included the less, and the
proposition now before the House was
contained in the resolution which had
been voted on. The hon. member for
West Hastings had been used to take
the chestnuts out of the fire, and his
resolution was calculated to obtain the
minimum of support. It called for
protection for one interest, the wheat
growing interest, and offered no com-
pensation in any way to the other
parts of the country which did not
grow wheat or produce flour, and,
therefore, the hon. gentleman, in fact,
invited opposition from the Province
of Quebec and the Maritime Provinces.
Even if ho had suggested compen-
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sation to the Province of Nova Scotia,
in the way of a duty on coal, thereby
encouraging inter-provincial trade and
the interchange of commodities, ho
night have hoped for support from
that Province; but this simple proposi-
tion, as it was made, was certainly cal-
eulated to get the smallest amount of
support possible. The resolution which
he (Sir John A. Macdonald) had had
the honour to propose, had received a
most respectable support in the House.
True, they were in a minority, but the
vote was larger than it had yet been
upon this subject, and it showed the
giowing feeling in the country in
favour of the principle contained in his
resolution. The hon. gentleman would
find that ho would get a very small
vote indeed, and ho had, besides, had
the honour of boing told, with scant
parliamentary courtesy by one of the
hon. gentleman on the same side of the
House, that ho (Mr. Brown) was a
madman for having proposed this mo-
tion, and that the bon. member for the
West Riding of Durham was a fool for
supporting it. This was the speech of
the hon. member for South Wentworth,
who said that all those who supported
this proposition were either madmen
or fools.

M. RYMAL: Did I apply that to
you or your National Policy?

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman was arguing the
agricultural question. Ie was speak-
ing of the farmers of South Went-
worth.

Ma. RYMAL: That remark applied
to the National Policy.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the bon. member for West Hast-
ings had voted tor the National Policy
contained in his resolution; an: ho
(Mr. Brown) was a mad man and
fool, according to the statement of the
hon. member, as also of two hon. mem-
bers from the Province of Quebec-
Messrs. Coupal and Robillard-who
both voted for his resolution. His
hon. friend, by the way, in speaking
If the proposition contained in the
Nationial Poliey, and this resolution
was a portion of the National Policy,said that it would not go down with
the Country, that the country was

1131k

opposed to it, that, at the meeting of
the grangers, the body which was sup-
posed to represent the agricultural
interest especially, the members
opposed to it were seven or eight to
one; and yet, although the hon. gen-
tleman said this policy was nonsense
and bosh, to use the hon. gentleman's
own expression, ho implored the Op-
position to take a different course, and
not to attempt to delude the innocent
farmers, and not to attempt to divide
the Reforin ranks by introducing this
question. But the hon. gentleman was
free to admit that those who were
opposed to this policy were
either madmen or fools, or both;
that some of his constituents
came within the category and
were in favour of the policy called
the National Policy, as indicated in his
(Sir John A. Macdonald's) resolution.
So when the hon. gentleman went home
to his constituency-for his speech
he (Sir John A. Macdonald) had no
doubt would be reported, and all the
hon. gentleman's speeches deserved to
be reported-he would be met by those
of his own political friends and old
supporters who conscientiously hap-
pened to differ from the hon. gentle-
man on this great question of the Na
tional Policy, and ho would find them
asking him whether ho included them
in his category of knaves, madmen or
fools. This would be the position of the
hon. gentleman.

MR. RYMAL: What do you suppose
I would answer?

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Your
answer would be, perhaps, that there
might ho a difference of opinion as to
who was the madman The hon. gen-
tleman had pooh-poohed, or rather
attempted to indicate the several meet-
ings and assemblages which took place,
and which ho (Sir John A. Macdonald)
had had the honour to attend in Western
Canada, and had stated that although
at Hamilton there was a large body of
people, fully one-half of them at least
were the opponents of his (Sir John A.
Macdonald's) principles. This was true,
and he (Sir John A. Macdonald) was ex-
ceedingly glad to have them there.
His hon. friend had given instances of
private conversations where,as ho said
old Tory friends of himself (Sir John A
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Macdonald) stated the National Policy
was all bosh, but that they were going
to vote the Tory ticket; but if it was
all bosh and they did vote the Tory
ticket, it was because they thought that
it was the popular ticket, and that the
thing was going to delude the public
as the hon. gentleman said, and to take
away these madmen and fools who were
old political friends from the hon. gentle-
man. Ifit was not a popular cry, and if
the hon. gentleman did not know that it
was a popular cry, and was going to
grow with the country as a popular cry
he would not have denounced it
with such fierceness in one
breath, though the moment before the
hon, gentleman had declared that it
was all nonsense and that seven to one
of the people were against this policy.
The hon. centleman, while sneering at
those meetings and their effect, and
saying that they did neither good
nor harm, and such statements, de-
scribed with his usual cleverness and
facetiousness the efforts made to get
them up. He said that the meeting at
Hamilton resembled one by Barnum
with band and gilded carriage and
a five mile drive. It was true that
they had had a very pleasant proces-
sion, and a large number of the
yeomanry of the country in carriages
and of the young men of the country
on their horses, with the bone and
sinew of Wentworth there to greet
them; and all those people had looked
very well. If it -were a show, it was a
very creditable, a very large, a very
numerous and a very respectable
show; but there was one thing in
which Barnum excelled, that they had
not-they had had no merryman there,
or a single clown, or buffoon. His
hon. friend (Mr. Rymal) had engage-
ments elsewhere, and therefore, they
certainly were very unlike Barnum in
that respect. He would not have
spoken in this way, had it not been
for the very coarse and unparliament-
ary language used by the hon. gentle-
man with regard to himself. The hon.
gentleman attempted to do two things,
when like the famous Paganini, he
should remember that his skill was on
one string. As long as the hon. gen-
tleman confined himself to jokes and
jests, though some of themr might
be old, and some stale, and some of

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

tbem tbey had heard before, not once,
but many times. The joke about bis
Satanic Majesty going to the top of a
high mountain for instance,was as old as
Joe Miller, and a little older. They
had heard it in and out of the House;
but he (Sir John A. Macdonald) had
always liked this story, and coming
from the hon. gentleman they could
stand it again ; but though the hon.
gentleman might play on one string,
he sbould not attempt to play on the
other string, and make the serious
speeches which that- evening he had
attempted. As long as the hon. gentle-
man said his little pleasantries, pro-
vided they were not more, bis friends
were really all very glad to hear them;
but he was afraid that the hon. gentle-
man sometimes overstepped the bounds
of propriety and mistook rudeness and
personal attacks for wit and humour.
Boswell told a story of Dr. Johnson as
follows. Ie and Dr. Johnson went to
a theatre. There was a good deal of
dissatisfaction with the play, and a
great many noises were made. Boswell,
or Bozzy, as he was generally called,
imitated the cow in her lowering, and
so well that the audience called out
encore, encore, and Boswell lowed again
two or three times, and in the
pride of Lis heart, as he said, he
attempted to imitate some other ani-
mals; but no cheers came then, and
Dr. Johnson, turning to him, said:
"My dear Boswell, confine yourself to
the cow." le would say to bis hon.
friend from South Wentworth that, in
Lis speeches, he should confine himself
to his jokes, while, if the hon. gentle-
man tried serious things, neither in the
House nor anywhere else would he
make many converts. He greatly re-
gretted the fact that his hon. friend
(Mr. Brown) was not satisfied in sup.
porting th- resolution he (Sir John
A. Macdonald) had introduced, and
that he had made this proposition, be-
cause it was quLte certain to get very
feeble support, as its purely sectionlal
character, and its selfish character, as
bis hon. friend from Charlevoix had
said, had arrayed of necessity against
it all the other parts of the country
which were not wheat growing sec-
tions. For himself, he should do as he
did with respect to the motion made
by bis hon. friend froi Hamilton
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when ho moved aresolution in amend-
ment to his, which was a genoral
resolution in favour of manufactures;
end ho had always limited it to manu-
factories that were going on in
iamilton. le had voted for this
motion as a stop in the right direction.
In the same spirit, he should vote for
the resolution of his hon. friend (Mr.
Brown), and be would also vote for the
motion of which notice had been given
by bis hon. friend from Iberville, be-
cause they were all portions of the
National Policy. They would get this
policy piece-meal, by-and-bye-by de-
Srees. His hon. friend froin Hamilton
had gone a little way in the direction
of manufactures, and they now had
this hon. gentleman moving in favour
of wheat and flour, and a great number
of the hon. gentlemen, ho dared say,
were in favour, in this regard, of duties
on corn, rye, coarse grains, potatoes,
etc., and hence, by slow degrees, they
would come to his policy. They were
going to have it, though, if they did not,
they would have the proud distinction
of being put in the category of both
madmen and fools by his hon. friend
from South Wentworth,

MR. BUNSTER said that, while an
out-and-out Protectionist, lie could not
support this motion as it stood, because
it did not go far enough. If it covered
the whole ground of Protection, ho
would be more than pleased to give it
his hearty support. le was sorry to
hear some hoi.. members allude to
the advantage attending the importa-
tion of American corn into this
country. The hon. member for
South Wentworth had said that with
respect to every bushel ofsuch corn, an
Excise tax of $2.62½ was paid on the
liquor manufactured from iL. He
would like to ask the hon. gentleman
whether, if a bushel of American bar-
ley or Canadian wheat were manufac-
tured into spirits, these would not
equally pay the saine amount of Ex-
cise duty. All the other argumerts
were of the same character. The hon.
gentleman that evening had stated that
there were in the House only fifteen
fariners who represented the farming
mntercets of the Dominion. This was
shameful; and the sooner the farmers
I the country awakoned to their own

interest and sent more farmers and less
professional men to Parliament the
botter their interests would be pro-
tected, and the sooner would they ob-
tain that Protection which would drive
this country ahead. It had been well
said that the interest of the lawyer and
the merchant, and of every profession,
including even the coal oil refiner,
were protected, white the farmer had
no protection at all. If they had the
National Policy in oporation,the farmer
would thon be protected. He would
reserve bis vote in favour of the motion
of the hon. member for Iberville (Mr.
Béchard), but he would vote against
this motion, as it did not go far enough.

Ma. RYMAL said that, as to a
bushel of Canadian or American barley
making as much spirit as a bushel of
corn, ho had taken the statement of his
hon. friend from Centre Wellington,
who had the other night told them
that 241b. of corn contained as much
spirits, or essence, as 361b. of malt,
and 361b. of malt reprosented more
than 481b. of barley.

MR. WOOD said ho did not know
that ho would have attempted to ad-
dress the House on this question had
it not been for a few remarks made
during the afternoon by the hon. mem-
ber for South Ontario (Mr. Gibbs).
le must say that when ho heard
these remarks coming from that intel-
ligent and shrewd business man they
almost upset him. He thought that his
experience of thirty years in business
had been all lost, and that ho really
did not know what true business prin-
ciples were. The hon. gentleman had
laid down a proposition which was
something new to him (Mr. Wood),
and if it were correct ho could only say
that, in bis time, ho had lost a large
amount of money. The hon. gentleman
had fairly and squarely laid down this
proposition-that the exporter, instead
of the importer of goods, in all cases,
paid the duty.

MR. GIBBS (South Ontario): I made
no such statement.

MR. WOOD1 said that, if the hon.
gentleman could take barley and make
it quite different to any other class of
goods, he was right; and if the export
of barley was different to the export
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of iron, or wheat, or anything else,
then he (Mr. Gibbs) was right and he
(Mr. Wood) was wrong. He bad always
been taught that the importer always
paid the duty. If a merchant bought
a ton of iron in Liverpool, the seller
in Liverpool did not ask about the
duties levied on it here; he had noth-
ing to do with this matter, and he did
not care a single farthing about it.
If a merchant imported the articles
into this country, lie had to pay the
duty on the invoice price. If it was a
fact that we paid the duty levied on
all the barley we exported, then, as
had been already stated, did not the
States pay the duties on all the goods
which we imported from them? Was
it a fact that only in Canada the duty
on exports and also on imports, were
paid by Canadians, or did the people
of the United States pay the duties on
the goods they exported to us, as the
hon. gentleman said we did on what
we exported to them? This was a
fallacy from beginning to end. The
hon. gentleman instanced an imagin-
ary or, perhaps, real friend of the hon.
member for Kingston who lived down
in the Eastern Townships, and whom
the hon. gentleman went to sec during
his summer peregrinations, when he
was making his picnic speeches, at the
time the heather was on fire and the
country ablaze. This friend lived im-
mediately on the line, having farms on
both sides. Both of these farms were
equally well tilled, barley sown on
both and an equal crop was raised.
The same showers that fell on the
American side watered the barley on
the Canadian side, and the same dcw,
he presumed, was distilled on both,
and also that the same quality of
grain was raised on both farms. When
this friend of the hon. gentleman had
stored his barley in his barns, a produce
speculator came along and was shown
the barley raised on the American part
of the farm, and was asked how
much he would give for it.
" Seventy - five cents a bushel,"
was the reply. " All right," said the
farmer, and taking the purchaser to
the Canadian barley, he asked, "What
will you give for this ?" " Sixty cents,"
was the answer, showing a difference
of fifteen cents between the two prices.
What was the reason of this ? Why

MR. WOOD.

did not the farmer get as much for his
Canadian barley, of exactly the same
quality, as for the American barley,
both having been raised almost side by
side, the one under the Union Jackc
and the other under the Stars and
Stripes ? The purchaser said he could
not give seventy-five cents for the
Canadian grain because he had to pay
fifteen cents per busbel into the Trea-
sury of the United States, and there-
fore he could only pay sixty cents for
it. The farmer said that this was all
wrong; he would send for the leader
of the Opposition who would come
down and put a duty of fifteen cents a
bushel on the American barley, which
would make it all right. But this
would not be the case, because we were
not importing any American barley.
The farmer said " Why should I pay
that ? I do not get the same for the
Canadian barley simply because a duty
is imposed by the United States." He
(Mr. Wood) was prepared to admit that
in consequence of the American duty,the
American farmer obtained seventy-five
cents a bushel for his barley, but he
denied in toto that, because of the An-
erican duty, only sixty cents a bushel
was received for the Canadian barley.
If the American duty offifteen cents a
bushel was taken off, would the Ameri-
ean grain secure the same price? He
said "no." It would, then, simply
command exactly the same price as
the Canadian barley was sold for, and
for the Canadian barley not one cent
less would ho secured. It was a self
evident fact that the consumer must
pay the duty on any article which he
purchased; so the American purchaser
who paid sixty cents a bushel for the
Canadian barley heused, also paid the
fifteen cents which was included in the
price.

An HoN. MEMBER: The AmerLý
cans grew five times as much as we did,
but there was one class of grain which
we beat them in, and that was our

Canadian barley.

ME. WOOD: The hon. gentleman
(Mr. Gibbs) said we will not raise the
duty a single penny above what it iS

now; we are going to collect the saie
amount of duty and not increase the
tariff. This showed that there was
direct collision between the leader of
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the Opposition and one of his followers.
The hon. gentleman himself admitted
that we paid the duty on the barley we
imported from the United States. But
the hon. gentleman who followed him
instanced the case of a Canadian cattle
drover going to the United States.i He
(Mr. Wood) would ask if that drover
paid the duty out of his own pocket ?
No, he charged the consumer so much
more in consequence of what he had to

pay. For the information of hon.
gentlemen he would read the following
article which appeared in the Hamil-
ton Times, and which expressed the
views he wished to convey:-

" The wise men of Canada, who have be-
gotten the National Policy, have contributed
to economie science one startling discovery.
It is that in trade between two countries it is
the seller, not the consumer, who pays the
duties. For this reason they are never tired
telling our people that the States fifty or
sixty per cent. tariff is a tax which Canadian
exporters have to pay, and that we ought to
retaliate by compelling the Yankees to pay
an equal tax on what they export to us.
Thus Sir John has repeated about a score of
times the statement that our tarmers have to
pay the 15c. States duty on barley in
order to get that article into our neighbour's
market. And the Mail recently laid it down,
with the gravity of an owl, that ' we continue
to pay toll into Uncle Sam's Treasury, to-
wards the payment of the American war debt,
so much onevery bushel of grain and every
thousand feet of lumber that we sell to our
neighbours.'

" The unlimited National Policy asses
who thus lay down the idiotie proposition
that it is the seller who pays the duties levied
at the Customs-louse on his productions,
bave not even common sense enough to see
that their proposition is fatal to their own
policy-that of decreasing imports and in-
creasing exports. If what they contend be
true, then in the interest of the taxpayer we
should increase our imports to the largest
Possible extent and do away with exports al-
together.

" The amount that came into the Cana-
dian Treasury fron Customs duties
last. year was $12,500,000. If the
National Policy theory be true, this
"n, was paid by the unhappy foreigners
who produced and sold to us the goods on
which those duties werelevied and collected.
And it follows, as a matter of course, that the
more we import the more we compel foreign-
er9 to pay into our Treasury. Therefore, if we
were to cease production altogether and im-
port everything we use, we would proportion -
ately increase the tax levied on foreigners. Byimporting sufficiently, we could make themnot only pay the whole>cost of our Govern-
ment and supply the money for the construe-ton of our public works, but obtain fromu
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them a 1.a-idsome surplus for distribution
among the Provinces oi the Dominion. This
sounds frightfully absurd, and is so. Yet if
the new Tory theory be true, that the seller
pays the duties, it also is true ; and it is the
foreigners from whom we buy goods who are
paying our taxes, not we ourselves. lu
accordance with the National Policy plat-
form, it is, then, the duty of the Governient
to encourage importation in every possible
way, so as to make the people of the States,
China and Great Britain, continue ta pay
the Canadian taxes.

" On the sane ground, it is an act of folly
for us to export goods to any foreign country
that has a Custoins tariff. If we pay 15c.
to the States for the privilege of exportirig
barley, we should cease to exrt an -save
the 15c. If we pay the States duty on
our lumber, we of course should keep it at
home and save the amount of the tax. If we
pav the tax levied on our exports to the
UniteJ States, then we should protect our-
selves from the outrage by utterly refusing to-
export. The true National Policy (accord-
ing to the Tory theory), then, is to continue
to tax foreigners by buying their goods, and
refuse to be taxed for the benefit ol foreign
countries by absolutely refusing to sel] thema
any ofour prod ucts.

" This is such absolute nonsense that a
child can see the folly of it. When the
States impose a tax of 15c. a bushel on
barley, it is they who pay that 15c. tax.
When they tax Canadian lumber, they pay
the price of the lum ber, plus the tax. W hen
they tax woollen goods 50 per cent., they pay
the seller's price of the goods and the 50 per
cent. tax over and above that price. When
they tax pig iron $7 a ton, and still import
annually fron $1,500,000 to $2,000,000
worth of it, they pay the seller the market
value of that pig iron and $7 a ton tax on it,
over and above that price. So that those
Tory journals that are exhibiting the
Yankee 50 or 60 per cent. tariff in compar-
ison with our lower one, are simply proving
that the States consumers are paying twice
or three times as much taxes on their im-
ported goods as the Canadian consumers
are."

At that late hour he would not take
up the time of the Hlouse by making a
long speech. le would not attempt
to go into the question of Protection
for farmers, because that had been
well discussed by hon. gentlemen who
had already spoken-gentlemen, who
as practical farmers, knew better than
lawyers, doctors and merchants, what
they themselves required. These gen-
tlemen declared, with no uncertain
sound, that they did not want Protec-
tion. Ie (Mr. Wood) had repeatedly
said there was no argument for Protec-
tion to anything but manufictures.
When he first came to the House, in
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1874, there was a duty of 15 peu cent.
for the Protection of manufactures;
but in consequence of the discount on
American n-oney which existed, we
were actually a Free-trade country.
Since then matters had changed im-
mensely; we had now greenbacks at
par. and goods bought for $100 at New
York could be laid down at Toronto,
duty and all expences paid, for $100
in Canadian money. Now, the same
articles could not be laid down in
either of those places for less tban
$120, showing an apparent difference
of about 20 per cent., but, in conse-
quence of the fall in the value of some
classes of goods, the real difference was
from 10 to 124 per cent. botter than
they were in 1874. For example:-

1874.

Goods.............$100 00
Discount ........ 15 00

$85 00

Duty, 15 p. c.... 12 75
Ffeight Charge 2 50

$100 25
20 p. c. .......... 20 05

$120 30

1878.

Goods...........$100 00
Duty, 172 ...... 17 50
Freight Aharge 2 50

$120 00

From his place In the House last
Session, he bad said that, with green-
backs at par and a 20 per cent. tariff,
an industry that could not exist had
better stop down and out, and ho was
still of the same opinion. The hon.
gentleman proposed a reciprocity of
tariffs, not only against the United
States, but against all the world beside.
The average tariff of the United States
was equal to a tariff of 45 per cent.,
and ho (Mr. Wood) asked the people
of this country how they would like to
be taxed from 45 to 50 per cent. upon
all the goods they had to import. The
leader of the Opposition stated that a
reciprocity of tariffs would force the
United States to give a reciprocity of
trade. He (Mr. Wood) was opposed
to Free-trade with that country, be-
cause Canadian manufacturers could
not then compote with those of the
United States. The leader of the Op-
position said that we would have to
have a 45 per cent. tariff in order to
save our industries; and, if that state-
ment was correct, how could we com-
pete on Free-traue principles ? If they

Ma. WooD.

could not compete with the manufac-
turers of the United States with a l7
per cent. tariff, besides 2 per cent. for
carriage, how could they hope to hold
their own when that tariff is wiped
out? If the cotton mills of Dundas.
Thorold, Cornwall, Valleyfield, anl
Hochelaga could now only pay a divi.
dend of 10 per cent. with a 1î7u per
cent. tariff in their favour, how could
they stand to compote on equal footine
when our present tariff was wi ped out9
Be was prepared to admit that, in the
manufacture of some articles, such as
stoves and sewing machines, we might
compete with the Americans under a
Free-trade policy; but, on the whole,
the manufacturing industries of this
country would be seriously injured.
Yet this was the doctrine which cer-
tain hon. gentlemen were promulgating
throughout the country. The right
hon. mem ber for Kingston did not state
whether he wished for reciprocity to
apply to all classes of trade, but, if he
wished to adopt the reciprocity of 1854,
he (Mr. Wood) could understand his
resolution; but he took it for granted
that the hon. gentleman's motion ap-
plied alike to manufactures as well as to
cereals, a proposition to which he (Mr.
Wood) could not assent. We all knew
the position which the hon. gentleman
took in relation to this affair some
years ago, when the Hon. Mr. Brown
went to Washington to negotiate, not a
Washington, but a Reciprocity Treaty.
Some articles of manufacture were
included in the draft which was pub-
lished, whereupon the whole Conserva-
tive Press and party, from Prince
Edward Island to Vancouver, alleged
that the manufactures of tbis countv
could not stand against those of the
United States. We all remomber the
now famous circular issued by the hon.
member for Centre Toronto, in which
ho pointed out to the manufacturers o
the Dominion their inability to conm-
pete with those of the United States;
and yet these gentlemen came there
to-day and declared as thei
national policy that which they COn-
demned some three or four years ago
Was there any consistency in this.
Then, what was their object ? It was
transparent to everyone, namely, that
by persuading the farmer, the [an"-
facturer and others that they would b'
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benefitted by Protection, they might
be able to catch a few stray votes. D1e
thought the fariner understood this
(uestion quite as well as the leader of
the Opposition. All this talk about
Protectiol on wheat, rye, barley and
coal was got up for electioneering pur-
poses. To propose a duty on coal was
certainly a monstrous proposition.
Coal is the basis of our manufacturing
industries, and to put a tax of $1 per
ton on coal would take out of the
pockets of the people of -Hamilton,
alone, $60,000 per annum. Last year,
when the subject was under discussion,
lie telegraphed to some of bis friends
in Iamilton and asked, "I How much
are you willing to pay on coal ? " H[e
received in reply several telegrams
and letters, which, with one exception,
protested against any duty at all. The
one exception was willing to pay fifty
cents )cr ton additional providing lie
received 2½ per cent. increase in the
tariff, and he (Mr. Wood) still hoped
the Government would see their way
clear to raise the present tariff to
twenty per cent., which he thouglit
would give general satisfaction

MR. ROCHESTER : I would like to
know what coal bas to do with wheat
or flour ?

Mi. SPEAKER: The hon. gentie-
nan is speaking on matters which are
kindlred to the whole question of Pro-
leotion.

MR. WOOD) said it night be all very
well for the people of Montreal to pay
a duty of 59c. per ton on Anerican
coal, but it would take fron $1 to
81.50 to displace a single ton of Ame-
rîean coal at -Hamilton by Nova
Scotia coal, and this would handicap
thie manufacturers in that city to that
extent in favour of eastern manufac-
turers. These political economists said
they gave every poor man a free
breakfast table; they said they had
taken the duty off tea.

Ma. SPEAKER: I am afraid thehon. member has travelled out of
order.

MI'. WOOD said that, not being afairner, he was not able to discuss Lhe
question of the duty on flour and
wheat so intelligently as he might
wish, and, therefore, he was shut out

in a measure from the discussion. The
remarks ho had made should have
been made when the bon. member for
Kingston moved his amer.dnent, but
he had not then an opportunity. When
the hon. gentleman moved bis resolu-
tion, last year, similar to the one lie
had moved this Session, ho (Mr. Wood)
not only voted against it, but moved
an amendment to it, which although
voted down, received a much larger
support in the House than that of the
hon. gentleman. And lie would this
year have moved the same amendment
had not the hon, gentleman been too
wily and moved bis resolution at a
time when no anendment could be
made to it.

MR. KERR said he would not pro-
tract this debate one moment, but
for the extraordinary declaration with
which the right hon. member for
Kingston bad thouglit fit to conclude
his brief speech. He (Nr. Kerr) rose
to cal[ the attention of this House, and
the attention of the people of this Do.
minion to what was involved in that
declaration. The right hon. gentleman
had declared that lie intended to vote
for the resolution ; at the same time
the six representatives of Prince Ed-
ward Island said they did not want a
tax put on flour and wheat imported
into this country. The right hon.
gentleman knew this, but he said " I
do not care what you want; flour and
wheat shall be taxed." New Bruns-
wick sent to this flouse sone sixteen,
Nova Scotia, twenty-one, and Quebec
sixty-five representatives to this fouse,
all of whom said their constituents
did not need this tax. The lion. gentle-
mari said : -You don't know what you
want; you don't know what is good
for you; or, if you do, 1 don't care ;
wheat and flour shall be taxed." He
(Mr. Kerr) had listened patiently, for
four consecutive Sessions, to the de-
bates upon this question, without any
bias or prejudice one way or the other,
and lie considered that the weight of
argument was overwhelmingly in fa-
vour of the tariff as it now stood.
Sometimes he had thought that we had
far too much talking upon this ques-
tion of a modified Protection and a
high protective tariff, but lie did not
know that all this talking had been
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in -ain ; ho believed it had brought
peol le's knowledge up to the proper
standard, and they were now able to
judge for themselves; and he was
greatly mistaken if the tone of public
opinion was in favour of the present
Administration, and in favour of the
present policy being adhered to. They
were told this tax should be imposed
on wheat and flour in the interests of
the farmers. Certainly, from all the
arguments they had heard it was not
in the real interests of Ontario ; and,
even if it gave a slight advantage to
that great Province, and was, at the
same time, a great disadvantage and
injustice to the other Provinces, ho was
not a man to stand up for such a mea-
sure. If wheat came into this country
from the United States it gave em-
ployment in its transport, andin being
made into flour, and, therefore, really
benefitted the country. Hon. gentle-
men opposite said they were not to be
held responsible tor this proposition.
He did not hold them directly respon-
sible, but he did hold them indirectly
responsible. It was the offspring, as
the hon. member for South Simcoe said
the other evening, the first-fruits
of the series of resolutions which
were moved from that side of
the House. Well, it was a miser-
able bantling, this fruit of their mag-
nificent National Policy; he hoped
they would be spared from witnessing
the introduction of any more bantlings
bred of this policy. Some time ago
they had a policy for fostering the
manufacturing and agricultural inter-
ests. Subsequently, this was enlarged
by adding another interest-the min-
ing-and this Session this magnificent
National Policy had been further en-
Iarged by adding "other industries."
No one knew what these other indus-
tries were. The expression was similar
to what Coke said about Littlyton. He
said that Littlyton's writings were full
of meaning, even his etceteras. He
had no doubt " other industries " had
a great deal of meaning. It devolved
upon those bringing forward that
policy to show the desirability of such
a change. Since that policy had been
brought forward, not one of the hon.
gentleman's followers had clearly ex-
plained what it all meant; there was a
condition attached to it. Before they

MR. KERR.

had this policy fully unfolded to their
admiring gaze, the right bon. member
must be returned to power. lie, for-
one, was not going to accept this con.
dition. His constituents said : "Do not
accept any National Policy, unless vou
know something more about it tfhal1
theyhave"told you."' -He could not,
consistently with his duty to his con-
stituents, vote for the resolution, and
he would have pleasure in aiding 3Mr,
Speaker to announce that the resolution
had been carried in the negative. The
hon. member for North Huron Lad
said there were too many lawyers on
the floor of this House. ie granted
that, and ho would be very glad to
make way, at any time, for an intelli-
gent farmer to represent the agricau
tural interests on the floor of this
House; and, in his own Riding, he
was happy to say, that the farmers
were so intelligent that they were
abundantly able to represent the agri.
cultural interests in this House. There
were some thirty agriculturists in this
House, and they had shown themselves
a credit to the country, for they
had shown those gentlemen who had
tried to force upon this country prc-
tection to agriculture, that they did
not want anything of the kind. Fan-
mer after farmer had, without excep
tion, risen in his place and declared in
the most unequivocal terms that what
the right hon. member for Kingston
said the farmers wanted and must have,
they did not want, and would not
have, so far as they could prevent it,
Hie would yield to no man in his dosire
to see every industry in the count.ry
flourish, and especially did he desire
to sce that great interest which waS
the backbone of Ontario, the agricul
tural interest, flourish, and ho believel
the vote ho would give to-night, wold
ho one endorsed by every intelligent
agriculturist in every Riding throulgh
out the Dominion. lIe thanked the
flouse for the attention they had given
to his views, -which ho would not hae
enunciated had it not been for the
extraordinary declaration which the
right hon. member for Kingeston had
made in his brief speech. No doubt
the hon. members for West Iastinlg
and East Durham had honestlY, and
with the best motives. moved and
seconded that resolution. His 0"'
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county happened to lie between their
counties, and he might be behind the
age, but whatever the object of that
resolution, it was a sorry burlesque on
the series of resolutions which had
been moved on the other side of the
House, and which, ho had no hesitation
in saying, had been characterized as
the veriest piece of claptrap and hum-
bug with which the country had been
misled.

Ma. CAMPBELL said ho could not
make out what policy the Government
were going to pursue on this subject,
as tbey had remained silent during the
whole debate ; yet he could not imagine
the moçer and seconder of these
resolutions, both supporters of the
GoverL ment, would undertake to
divide this louse on the subject
without previously having had the
confidence of the Government. He
took it for granted the Government
would not support the motion, but it
was strange they should not signify
their course previously. He could see
no other object in the motion than to
put him and others in a false position.
It would not be popular in the Mari-
time Provinces to pay a duty on flour
when their own productions were not
protected. It was right that the farm-
ing industry should be protected as
wrell as any other industry; they
should all stand on the same footing.
lie would not ask the farmers to pro-
tect bis industry unless he was pre-
pared to protect theirs, and, therefore,
he would vote for this resolution. He
did not think it would increase the
price of breadstuffs in i he Lower Pro-
vinces because Canada was exporting
a large quantity of flour and wheat
over ber consumption. It would only
reeult in excluding American produc-
tions, and in bringing the channel of
trade through Canada, and the sooner
this was done the better. When he
heard hon. gentlemen talking about
coal, saying they would never listen toa duty being put on coal, he could nothelp characterizing their policy asabsurb. Why had not Hamilton grownas large as New York orBoston ?, Simply owing to ourCanadian policy. He remembered
when the finger of scorn was pointed
at the United States for the policy

they pursued, but time had proved
that theirs was the wisest course. The
United States had forty million in-
habitants while Canada had simplythe
same number as she started with. He
held this Government would have
changed their policy and passed laws
to benefit the whole people. lon. ge
tleman quoted the Free-trade policy of
Great Britain. That policy might
have been successful and it might not;
it was doubtful whether it had added
to the prosperity of that country, and
if it had, the interests of Great Britain
were altogether different from those
of Canada. The manner in which the
United States had grown was sufficient
proof of the wisdom of their policy.
The prescrit condition of Canada was
due to the foolish legislation of this
country dividing it into sections, each
section acting for itself. -He wanted
to have the opinion of the Government
on this motion.

Mit. BROWN said he wished to dis-
claim any intention in moving this
resolution, of making a privileged
section, as the hon. member for Charle-
voix had stated, of any section of the
Dominion. He had seen a notice in
the papers by an hon. gentleman from
Quebecputting a duty on coarse grains,
and ho thought as an hon. member for
Ontario, he had a right to put a duty
on grain and flour. When our Na-
tional Policy was introduced in 1873,
he voted for a duty on flour as well as
coal. He saw no objection to a duty
being placed on bitumen coal of 50c.
per ton, which would enable Nova
Scotia coal to be delivered as cheaply
in Ontario as coal from the other side,
but anthracite coal, which was not a
product of the country, should be ad-
mitted free. He believed Ontario
could supply the Lower Provinces with
all the flour they required, and receive
in exchange, their coal, and fish, and
whatever they produced. He regret-
ted very mueh the manner in which
the right hon. member for Kingston
bad taken him up oi this question.
He had always voted in the direction
of bringing round a sort of reciprocity
treaty. He had voted for the amen-
ment of the right hon. member
for Kingston, and regretted that
amendment had not been carried ; but
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when this had failed, he considered his
separate motion should be carried. He
regretted that the hon. member for
West Northumberland (Mr. Kerr), who
as a lawyer, should have used more
courteous expressions, should have
characterized as a bungling one the
most important motion which could be
submitted during the debate ; but be-
fore the hon. gentleman got through
with his next electoral contest he
would find that the question would
have to be met with something more
than by the statement that it was a
dangerous and disreputable motion.

Ma. STEPIIENSON said he con-
gratulated the hon. member for West
Hastings (Mr. Brown) and the hon.
member for East Durham (Mr, Ross)
on having submitted the motion to the
House. It was, however, a matter for
regret, that one of the hon. members
opposed the motion proposed by the
right hon. member for Kingston on the
question of Protection, which motion
covered the whole subject. As the pro-
sent motion had been brought forward,
he, as a representative of a Western
Canada constituency, would vote for
it as a small instalment in the
right direction. The farmers of West-
ern Ontario were in favour of the pro-
posal contained in the present motion,
notwithstanding the statement of the
hon. member for Northumberland (Mr.
Kerr) to the contrary ; indeed, if a
vote were taken in the hon. gentle-
man's constituency, the opinion would
be expressed that the constituency
was not in favour of the opinion ex-
pressed by their representative. The
bon. member for Hamilton had used
an expression that might sound very
well in Hamilton, but would not be
-deemed to bave the true ring by the
country. He (Mr. Stephenson) knew
that the farmers and manufacturers in
his part of the country were prepared
to pay a tax on coal, as they had paid
their share towards the construction of
the Intercolonial Railway, in order to
bring coal from the east to the west,
.and to send flour down to the Maritime
Provinces. He regretted to notice that
some hon. members, claiming to be
membersof the ruling political party,
-advocated the adoption of a sectional
1policy. He hoped such a policy would

MIL BROWN.

be abandoned, and that our youn,
men would be brought up to support à
national policy, as not only suitable
to Ontario, but to all the other pro.
vinces of the Confederation. Thev
must rise superior to the little parish
politics which we had been talkin,
about for many years, and a degree of
liberality must be shown that had not
yet been displayed by certain parties.
Ontario, as the premier Province of the
DGminion, possessed a degree of liber.
ality that had not been shown by other
sections. Nova Scotia, Prince Edward
Island, New Brunswick and part of
Quebec, were naturally manufactur.
ing Provinces, while Ontario and
Manitoba formed the great agri-
cultural Provinces; and under those
circumstances, it behoved them t,
adopt the fiscal policy of the United
States. He had seen our markets
demoralized by corn brought in from
the United States, causing a fall in the
price of from 65c. to 40c. per busel,
It was argued that the fall in price
benefitted the consumer. He believed
such was not the case, for it demora-
lized the market. The same state of
things occurred with respect to wheat.
Our wheat which one day was sold at
$1.10, was perhaps on the following
day reduced in price to 95C. bY
the arrival of wheat from Chicago o
Milwaukee. A fiscal policy sbould be
adopted that would assist farmers and
mechanics alize. He was prepared t'
vote for the amendment as an instai
ment of a National Policy.

Amendment (Mr. Brown) negatiC'
on the following division:

YEns :

Messieurs
Bowell, McCallum,
Brown, McGregor,
Cameren, McQuade,
Campbell, Monteith,
Farrow, Orton,
Fraser, Platt,
Gibbs (North Ontario), Robinson,
Gibbs (South Ontario),Roch ester,
Haggart, Ross (East Durbam),
Jones (South Leeds), Ryan,
Kirkpatrick, Stephenson,
Litte, Thompson (oariboo.)
Macdonald (Kingston), Wallace (S. Norfolk),
Macmillan, White (Renfrew)- 28'

NÂYs :

Messieurs
Appleby, Irving,
Archibald, Jetté,
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AylmE
Baby,
Bain
BartL
Bécha
Benoi
Berni
Bertrm
Bigga
Black
Blain
Blake
Blanc
Bold
Bordi
Borr
Bour
Bour
Bowi
Boye
Broo
Brou
Buel
Bun
Burl

Br
BurI
Cari
Cari
Cas
Cas
Cha
Che
Chr
Ch
Cim
Co
Col
Co
Coi
ou
Ca
Da
Da
Da
De
De
De
De
De
Do
Di

Fe
Fi
Fl
Fi
F
F

G

G
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Supply.
Jones (Halifax),
Kerr, 36.-Halifax Penitentiary (balances
Killam, to be transferred to Dorchester

e, Kirk, Penitentiary, if required)............. $24,966.33

rd, Laflamme,
Lajoie, In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,

"r Landei kin,

ar, Langevin, MR. LAFLAMME said that the re-

bure, Lanthier, duction related to cost of maintenance.
Laurier, The number of convicts had been the
McDonald (Cape

het, Breon), same, 90 this year and 90 last year. A

e, Mac Donnell (Inverness) large sum was last year wanted to,

on, Macdougall (East manufacture brooms and pails. The

)U' Elgin).
Sn&, M'Dougal (S. Renfrew) market had been overstocked this year,

beau, MacKay (Cape Breton), and the quantity supplied for manulac-

ba, McKay (Colchester), turing being sufficient, exempted them
, Mackenzie, from demanding any appropriation in

kis, McCraney,
se, McGreevy, this respect.

se'McIntyre, SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: What

e, MNab, description of industry is now carried

ee (St. John), Malonin, on in the Halifax Penitentiary, and is

pee (Sunbury), Masson, it done by contract?
michael, Matcalfe, td ebycnrt?

erh aIt, 
Mi. LAFLAMME said the work was

grain, Mitchell, not contracted for, and the prisoners

ziton, Montplaisir, made pails, tubs, etc.

val, Norris,
istie, Oliver, Vote agreed to.

urchOulmet,
urch, Palmer, 37. St. John Penitentiary (balances

fon, Paterson, to be transferred to Dorchester

bn, Pe ory, Penitentiary, if required)............ $41,806.00

by, Pettes,

opa, Pickard, Ma. DOMVILLE asked what was the

rrier, Pinsonneault, nature of the complaints with reference

thbert, Pope (Compton),
uet, Pope (Queen', PE.I.), to that establishment, as to the taking

ies, Pouliot, away money from prisoners ?

lorme, Poer MR. LAFLAMME said no irregular-

sodn, Ricad,
Sadrns, Rihard, ities had corne under bis knowledge.

St. Georges, Rotaie, MR. DOMVILLE said it had been

vebe, RoscoPre, Ewr)

vl', Ross (Prince Edward), stated that the money of the prisoners

i, RouleaU, was not forthcoming.

mýoud, Rymal,
rris, Scatcherd, MR. LAFLAMME said that, if an

Scriver, opportunity were afforded, he would

emn, Shibley, look into the matter.

ore, Sinclair. SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
rbce, Skinner,
alrait, Smith (Peel), no further public funds should be voted

eoffrion, Snith (Selkirk), to a public institution until such a

ibson, Smith (Westmoreland), charge as that was cleared up.

illies, Suider,
illmor, Taschereau, MR. DOXVILLE said the charge

oueewt, Thompson, (Haldi- was that one of the officers had been

ireenway, mand)' superannuated, and that the man who

luthrie, Trow,
Hao, rWade, 

had been put in bis place was older,

lgar, Wallace (Albert' which was a reflection upon the Gov-

oltoni Wright (Ottawa Co.), ernment idea of superannuation.

Ilorton, Yeo,
Hortiton. **'g-18 SIR JOHNc A. MACDON-"ALD said

Hurteau, that he had heard of the matters which

SUPPLY. the hon. member for King's had men-

House again resolved itself into Com- tioned. Re had heard that the con-

Mittee of Supply. viets had, in fact, been robbed. These
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were serious statements. If true, it
showed a very grave irregularity.

Ma. LAFLAMME: I would be much
obliged to the hon. member for King's
if he would inform me whether he
alludes to the Warden or some other
officer.

Ma. BURPEE said that the man
who was superannuated was not
younger than the one this person re-
placed. The present Warden was a
good many years younger tliat the
late Warden. This irregularity had
been thoroughly investigated by the
Inspector of Penitentiaries, who had
made a full and exhaustive report to
the Dopartment, though ho did not
remember the pa:ticulars.

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,

Ma. LAFLAMME said that no
occupations other than those followed
during previous years had been found
for the convicts at Halifax. An
attempt at broom and pail making had
been made last year, and a certain
quantity of material for that purpose
had been purchased. This year the
convicts would be similarly employed,
and the material purchased last, would
suffice for this year.

MR. MACKENZIE said that a good
deal of labour had been done at the
Kingston Penitentiary in connection
with the new building in the Maritime
Provinces. The whole of the iron
work for the new penitentiary had
been executed in Kingston. The frogs
for the Pacifie Railway were also made
at Kingston, and these were somewhat
expensive articles.

Ma. JONES (South Leeds) said the
occupants of the penitentiaries were
altogether too well fed and well looked
after, and it was, under those circum-
stances, too bad that their labour should
be brought into competition with the
honest labour of the country.

Vote agreed to.

38. St. Vincent de Paul Peniten-
tiary.......................$84,278 09

MR. LAFLAMME said the increased
vote had its origin in the necessity for
making the penitentiary complote as
regarded the outer walls, and other
matters of that kind.

Sia JCHN A. MACDONALD.

MR. CAMERON called attention t
a great discrepancy in the maintenance
account of this penitentiary as com-
pared with that of the Kingston Peni.
tentiary. While the expense of main-
taining 264 convicts in the former was
$34,130, the expense cf maintaining
7t5 in the latter was only $63,736.
These were entirely disproportionate.

MR. LAFLAMME said the rate per
capita was just the saie as it was last
year. In the item of maintenance were
included the cost of removing convicts
from the St. Vincent de Paul Peniten.
tiary and several other items. More.
over, the farm of Kingston Peniten.
tiary was very productive, while there
is scarcely any revenue in this respect
in the other. He promised to lay be.
fore the Committee a detailed state-
ment of the maintenance accounts of
the two institutions.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK said the com-
parison betwoen the expenditures at
the Kingston and St. Vincent de Paul
Penitentiaries, spoke very favourably
of frugality and good management on
the part of the Warden of the Kingston
institution.

Ma. MACKENZIE said it was the
only complote penitentiary we have,
and a comparison of the other peniten-
tiaries with it would be manifestly un-
fair to the former. He pointed ont
that the item of maintenance included
heating, provision, clothing, etc.

Ma. HAGGART said the proposition
of expenditure for the guards in the St.
Vincent de Paul Penitentiary should be
the same as for those at Kingston,
whercas it was a great deal more.
There were more keepers in the former
institution than there were at the latter,
while the number of prisoners was cOn-
siderably less.

Ma. LAFLAMME said the keepers
were trade instructors.

Ma. LANGEVIN pointed out that
under that arrangement there would be
more instructors at St. Vincent de Paul
Penitentiary than at Kingston.

Ma. LAFLAMME stated that the
large number of guards at the St. Vi'-
cent de Paul Penitentiary was neces8
tated by the state of the buildings, and
no more were employed than wcre ab.
solutely necessary.
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MR. MACKENZIE said a detailed
stgtement of the work on which the

prisoners had been engaged could be
iound in the report. The convicts, for
instance, had done $12,630 worth of
imasonry, carpentry and blacksmith's
work for the Public Works Depart-
ment, and $21,507 worth for the peni-
tentiary.

Vote agreed to.

:9. Manitoba Penitentiary..........$19,468
40. British Columbia Penitentiary... 20,950

Votes agreed to.
Resolutions ordered to be repoi ted,
House resumed.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
Fifty-five minutes past

One o'clock

IIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 9th April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
oclock.

PRAYERS -

EXAMINING WIrNESSES ON OATE.

RE8OLUTION PRoPOSED.

Ma. YOUNG- moved:
"That itisdesirable thatany witness to be

.xained by the Standing Committee of
Public Account in connection with the
ecpenditure of public money by the pur-
'eyors of the Government in the North-West
diould be exarnined on oath.'
Motion agreed to.

IMPRISONMENT IN DEFAULT OF
SURETIES BILL.--[BLL No. 73.1

(Air. Laflamme.)

PIRST READING.

MR. LAFLAMME introduced Bill
do.73) Respecting personsimprisoned
default of giving sureties to keep

.4 Peace. He said that it was in-
'nded to avoid the delay now incurred

d bringin g up such parties as were
ldemned to give such surety. TheyWere nw1 obliged to await the general

;:40l d'ýlivery or the Quarter Sessions,

in which way they were often punished
more severely by length of detention
than if tried and convicted of the
offence, and there was no occasion for
them to be brought before a Judge to
g ive such security.

Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD said
ho had no doubt the Bill was a very
good one, but it was very late in the
Session to introduce it.

MR. LAFLAMME said the Bill was a
very simple one in its character and
ought to have been passed many years
ago. He had received representations
frorn the Attorneys-Genoral of the
different Provinces showing the great
injustice done to these parties under the
present system.

Sin JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not mean to dispute the Bill
until he had seen it, at all events,
but the Government mnust take the re-
sponsibility of introducing new mea-
sures at such a late period of the
Session. If prorogation was delayed,
the fault wouli not lie with the Opposi-
tion. It was not fair to take away
private members' days in order to bring
down new measures.

Bill read the first time.

MONTREAL INVESTMENT AND BUILDING
COMPANY BILL.-[BILL No. 71.]

(Mr. Holton.)

FIRST RIADING.

MR. HOLTON moved the first
reading of Bill (No. 71) (from the
Senate) To confer certain powers on
theMontreal BuildingAssociation by the
name of the Montreal Investment and
Building Company.

Bill read the first time.

THE QUEBEC CRISIS.

NOTICE OF MOTION.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Be-
fore the Orders of the Day are called
I wish to state to the flouse and to
the hon. gentleman at the head of the
Government-as I have already done
to him privately-that it is my inten-
tion to move, on going into Supply, at
an early day, a motion, in order to
bring under the attention of the House
the late occurrence in Quebec. The

General [APRIL 9, 1878.]
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resolution which I intend to move I
shall, in the course of the afternoon,
communicate to the hon. gentleman at
the head of the Government. I would
like a day fixed for the purpose of dis-
cussing this very important question.
I would suppose that the hon. gentle-
man would al low it, by general conent,
to be brought up on going into Supply
on Thursday, and I shall then move
my resolution on the motion that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair. I
intend to bring up the constitutional
question, as much as possible, on its
own merits, and try to raise the
question out of the slough of Party.

MR. MACKENZIE: I shall have
great pleasure in facilitating the pur-
pose which the hon. gentleman has,
and I am glad to see he proposes to
discuss this matter upon its own merits,
entirely apart from the slough of party
politics. If that be the case, I think
that the proper course for the hon.
gentleman would be to bring it up as
a substantive motion, and 1 shall afford
every facility for doing so on Thurs-
day. If it is intended, however, to
move an amendment, of course the hon.
gentleman will see that he is confining
it in such a position that it is quite
impossible to avoid the conclusion that
there is soinething political in it. But
if the hon. gentleman chooses to take
what I offer, I tbink that it will dignify
the discussion, and facilitate the object
which the hon. gentleman has in view.
It is a very important object, I admit,
and one which it is desirable in the in-
terests of the whole confederacy, per-
haps, to diseuss fairly on its merits,
and this can only be done, I venture to
say, in the way I have suggested.

SRa JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
would have no objection to this pro-
position, but for this fact: I desire to
make a certain proposition to the
House, and to have it discussed on its
own merits; but, if I make a separate
and independent motion, it can always
be avoided by a motion for the previous
question, or a motion in amendment,
giving the go-by to the principle laid
down in the resolution, and pass to the
Orders of the Day. Anything of this
kind can be done ; and, therefore,
as it is a well-known prin-
ciple that a motion which in no way

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

affects the Government of the day in
its terms, as it is not a vote of want of
confidence or censure from any
point of view, it is a grievance
that should be made on going into
Supply, which is the proper constitu.-
tional period for making such a motion.
I shall then be obliged to move it. i
will communicate this resolution to
the hon. gentleman, and, if he makes
any suggestion to alter and amend it,
on which we ean agree, I shall be most
happy to settle the resolution, so that
we can have it discussed on its own
merits; but the hon. gentleman can-
not engage for the House that no
amendment will be made, even if lie
and I agree upon a proposition. le
cannot control the House, and any
member can make a motion which will
prevent or intercept the consideration
of the constitutional proposition which
I desire to niake. 1, therefore, feel
myself bound to move it on going into
Supply ; but I shall be glad to com-
municate with the hon. gentleman,
and settle, if possible, on the question
to be discussed.

MR. MACKENZIE: 1 am not sure
that I could control myself more than
the Hiouse, as to the moving of an
amendment, because I do not know
what the hon. gentleman's motion may
be. It is quite possible that it is-anh
I think it is-one with which I could
not agree. The hon. gentleman bas
not discussed the matter with me at
all personally, and 1, therefore, cannot
tell what his motion may be; but, il
it goes in a certain direction, I should
feel bound, if an opportunity offered, t'o
move an arnendment. I tell him that
frankly. The object of moving a nO-
tion on going into Comnittee Of Suîl
ply, respecting a question of this kiniî
is not very apparent.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD:
That is the constitutional line.

M. MACKENZIE: I think net. I
think that another opportunity wOu
be the best, though not for mer de
cussion, I quite admit; but, if the hon.
gentleman wants to vote on anY pr"n-
ciple, he ought not to confine his ino-

tion to an occasion when there can n
no amendment of his motion, because
he is simply asking the Hoeuse in that
case to conform to his own view of $

Quebec Crisis.(COMMONS.]
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particular transaction, or else vote it
own. While the House might concur

with a certain portion of the motion,
but not with the rest, we are obliged,
on a motion in -amendment on going
into Supply, to accept whatever the
hon. gentleman chooses to offer us,
or to neglect it. The proposition is-
take this or nothing. It is not reason-
able that a matter of this sort, which
has so largely engaged the public at-
tention, and about which manifest dif-
ference of opinion as shown in the
jublic Press, controlled, or influenced,

should perhaps rather say, by hon.
gentlemen opposite, and in another
portion of the Press, should be brought
up in this way. It is quite clear that
there is, and most probably will be, a
difference of opinion. I do not desire
at all to conceal from myself that,
possibly, there may be a difference of
opinion and, therefore, I should like
my own opinions to prevail in any
motion that is to be made, if I could
induce the House to do so. The hon.
gentleman will place his motion in
such a way that it will be impossible
for the flouse to give any opinion at
all on it, except either to accept it or
to vote it down.

Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD : Ex-
actly.

Ma. MACKENZIE : And for that
reason, I think that the other course
would be preferable; but, of course, I
cannot control the hon. gentleman,
who must form his own policy.

SI JOHN A. MACDONALD : I
want, Mr. Speaker, to have a vote in
this louse on the constitutional princi-
ple which I intend to submit to it. If
that proposition is not acceptable to
the House, then it will vote it down,
and there is an end of it ; but if it is
acceptable, I want a vote on it; but
neither I nor those who act with me
and who wish to have a vote on the
contitutional question, desire to have
that proposition laid aside and another
and a different constitutional question
discused by way of amendment. Itis
quite clear that if we have a distinet
idea as to what the constitutionalqueê-
tion is, I ought to have the riglrt to
bring it up in such -a way as to haïe
the Opinion of the Rouée on it, ahd I
ill submit, of course, if the Houe is
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not of the same opinion as myself; but
I do not want the discussion to go off
on another and a different proposition
from that on which I desire to obtain
the opinion of the House. The hon.
gentleman, of course, cannot control
the House ; and, otherwise, any hon.
gentleman who thinks with the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie) can bring
up the question in accordance with his
view, in another and a distinct motion
if he pleases.

MR. HOLTON said it must be quite
obvious that if the right hon. gentle-
man desired to obtain the deliberate
judgment of Parliament on this im-
portant matter, he could only get it
by bringing up his motion in accord-
ance with the suggestion of the hon.
the First Minister, in a form in which
it could be amended. The right hon.
gentleman intended to adopt a form of
words or submnit it to the House in a
connection in which it was not sus-
ceptible of amendment ; and whatever
shades of opinion there might be, and
whatever choice there might be as to
the form of expression, the hon. gen-
tleman practically said to the House
-" take this or nothing." That was
not the usage in respect to matters of
this kind. He happened to remember
the course taken when the celebrated
Government resolutions were proposed
at Kingston, in 1841, by the late Mr.
Baldwin, who brought them up as sub-
stantive propositions. They were
amended on the motion of the Govern-
ment of the day by the then Seretary,
Mr. Harrison. The deliberate judg-
ment of Parliament was, therefore,
obtained, not merely upon the essence
of the resolution, but on the form of
words to be adopted ; and these reso-
lution stood to this day as in some sort
the charter of our liberties, as having
established the principle of responsible
government which had been in exist-
ence ever since. The right hon. gen-
tleman, in introducing this resolution,
having reference to the effect upon.a
system of responsible Government of
certain prodeedihgs recently at Quebec
intended, it imight bc piesumed, that
there should bebut one view in refer-
ence to this matter. He made
n~o allowance for thé existence
of~ diverse opinions in the House,
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and seemingly wished to p e-
vent the placing on record of any re-
solution which differed even in its form
of words from that with which he
Clothed the opinion of the House, as
stated by him. Nothing could be more
unfair to the House. The right hon.
gentleman had been afforded every
facility by the First Minister to bring
forward bis motion at this stage of the
Session, and if ho was compelled to
place it on the notice paper in the
usual way, it would practically amount
to telling him that the question could
not be discussed this Session. When,
therefore, he was offered the option of a
Government day in order to bring for-
ward bis motion, fair discussion should
be permitted upon it, in oider that it
might be set forth in a form which
would represent correctly the delibe-
rate judgment of Parliament on the
matter. He must say that the right
'hon. gentleman was not doing even
Limself justice when be rejected the
proposal of his hon. friend the First

MR. MASSON: I think my hon.
friend from Chateauguay is greatly
anistaken. I think ho will remember
that the resolutions passed in 1841
were introducod by the Government
themselves.

Ma. HOLTON: No; they were in-
troduced by Mr. Baldwin.

MR. MASSON: Yes; and amended
by Mr. Harrison.

Ma. HOLTON: Mr. Baldwin was
fnot a member of the Administration at
the time.

Ma. MASSON: They were produced
.as the wish of a majority of the people
who protested against an act of the
,Government of the day.

Ma. HOLTON: My hon. friend is
mistaken. These resolutions were
proposed in 1841, before the crisis of
1843, which Le is evidently thinking
of. They were proposed and intro-
duced in the usual way, and were
amended on the motion of Mr. Secre-
tary Harrison, on behalf of the Gov-
ernment, Mr. Baldwin, at that time,
not being a member of the Govern-
ment.

Ma. HOLTON.

Ma. MASSON: The Governtnent
had, at that time, the whole responsi.
bility of the motion. That is the
difference between it and the pren
motion. I think, in a crisis like this,
the Government should, themselves, be
the parties to move in this question.
I am sure my hon. friend from Kings.
ton is ready, at this moment, to hand
the whole question over to the Gov-
ernment if they will move themselves.

MR. HOLTON: Mr. Baldwin was
not a member of the Government. He
moved the resolution, and Mr. Harri.
son, on behalf of the Government,
moved the amendment.

MR. MASSON: With the approval
of Mr. Baldwin, because it passed
unanimously. Every motion was
moved by Mr, Baldwin, and every one
was amended by Mr. Harrison, with
the consent and approval of Mr. Bald.
win. The Government, in that case,
took the question into their own hands,
with the consent of the party who
moved the motions. My hon. friend
from Kingston is ready to do the same
thing at the present moment, and we
will be glad to see the resolution which
they in vindication of what they be-
lieve, as Liberals, to be right.

Ma. DEVLlN: You will get that on
the lst of May next from those who
have a right to render judgment on
that question.

SiRa JOHN A.MACDONALD: I think
the hon. gentleman's remark shows
how absolutely necessary it is to have
this question brought up as a grievance.
The time to move it is when we go
into Supply.

Ma. BLAIN said, before this matter
was disposed of, he wished to express
the opinion that the proposition of the
hon. member for Kingston Was one
that the House onght not to accede to.
le held that any member of the Iouse

'had as good a right to move an amend.
ment to a motion which might be
brought before the House as the leader
of the Opposition, or to bring before
the louse a proposition such as he
proposed to bring. They were told,
however, that they must either acOept
the proposition or reject it. Now, he
would appeal to hon. mombers to say
whether that principle had not been

[COMMONS.] Quebec Crisi
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earried to a length which had inter-
fered with the proceedings of the
Blouse and the interests of the people
of this country. He could point to
a resolution which was brought up and
disposed of the previous evening by
the hon. member for Northumberland.
Many men in the House took a differ.
ent view, and were prepared to move
amendments to the form in which It
was put before the House, but were
uniable to bring their amendments for-
ward. He was sure the members from
the Maritime Provinces and Quebec
would only bave been too glad to have
taken another course.

Mi. MITCHELL rose to a point of
order. His hon. friend was evidently
mistaken when he spoke of this motion
having been moved by the hon. mem-
ber for Northumberland.

MR. BLAIN said he had merely
made a mistake as to the name, but not
as to the principle. What he contended
was, that, if the hon. gentleman desired
fair discussion on his proposition, he
would accept the offer which had beeu
made by the leader of the Government.
He (Mr. Blain) was prepared to day,
knowing precisely the course the right
hon. gentleman would take, that the
resolution did not express the opinion
of members of the House. He would,
however, urge upon him the desirability
of accepting the proposition of the
leader of the Government, as otherwise
he would be liable to the charge of
having brought this resolution before
the flouse for political purposes.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
le was sorry he could not propose a
resolution which would meet with the
Support of hon. gentlemen. One hon.
gentleman who had spoken reminded
him of the man spoken of by Shakes-
peare, who would not tell the truth be-
cause the devil bade him. For the same
reason, that hon. gentleman wovld not
vote for his resolution; and, because
he was Opposed to him in politics, he
would vote either for black or white.

MI'. BLAKE said he understood this
lotion was, in the first instance, intro-
dlced with the view of arriving at the
Opinion of the House upon this grave
con8stitutional question. To that his
hon. friend the Prime Minister said it
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would be better to permit a substantive
motion, in order that the opinion of
Parliament might be more correctly
ascertained. The hon. gentleman,
however, evidently wished to express
the opinion of Parliament in his own
way, and called upon them to vote
either for or against the motion.

Ma. MASSON: Thon submit a
motion yourselves.

MR. BLAKE said, in the meantime,
they were discussing the proposition of
the right hon. member for Kingston;
they might move or they might not.
The right hon. gentleman, as ho had
said, called the attention of the House
to the subject, which he represented as
one of great gravity, and he dignified
and ennobled his motion by the conten-
tion that he was speaking above party
politics. They felt delightod to know
that it was possible this grave consti-
tutional question might be discussed in
that broad sense, but the hon. gentle.
man said, " No; we are afraid of Par-
liament; we fear that you may move
an amendment; that you may express
some opinion which we do not concur
in;" and, therefore, the right hon. gen.
tieman stood before the flouse and the
country with reference to this subject,
saying, " Such and such are principles
of constitutional government,which the
majority of the House believe in." But
that appeared not to be the opinion of
the majority, and yet they were not
allowed to amend the resolution, thus
being placed in the false position of
being forced to vote it down. Though
the hon. gentleman had assured them
that he had brought his motion forward
without partizanship, yet he refused to
hear the opinion of the flouse on the
matter.

RECEIVER-GENERAL AN» ATTORNEY
GENERAL OFFICES BILL -

(BLL No. 51.1

(Mr. Lafamme.)

TEIRD READING,

Order for third reading read.

ME. LAFLAMME moved " That the
Bill be not read a third time, but that
it be recommitted to a Committee of
the Whole, with instructions that they

General Oßices Bill. 1811
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have power to] amend the same by
substituting the.following in lieu of
section 5:"

' The Governor in Council may, from time
to tirne, make regulations providing for such
control of the Attorney-General over any
person on the staff of the Department of
Justice as shall seem requisite for the execu-
tion of the duties or the Attorney-General's
otfice.' "

Motion agreed to.

House resolved itself into Committee
on said Bill.

Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-
ported.

House resuMed.
Bill reported.

.Ma. L AFLAMME moved the third
reading of the Bill.

Ma. MITCHELL said that, as he in-
timated when the Bill was under dis-
cussion, he had expressed his serious
objections to it, and his intention to
move an amendment upon its third
reading. One objection was that the
Bill involved the creation of an office
which lie believed to be quite unneces-
sary. He had no objection to the
second part of the Bill, which extin-
guished the office of Receiver-General,
orratheramalgamated itwith thatofithe
Finance Minister. At the time when the
Receiver-General was appointed, the
time of federation, they could scarcely
know what a country, extending as it
did thousands of miles, would require
for carrying on its Government. It had
been found that the office of Receiver-
General could be dispensed with, and
he was sure there was searcely a gen-
tleman in this House who would not
give his cordial support to the aboli-
tion of that office. So much for the two
first clauses of the Bill. The other
portion of the Bill gave the Governor
in Council power to croate a new
officer, to be appointed Attorney-Gen-
oral, who should have a position as
Privy Councillor. He was under the
impression that when this economic
Government came into power they
would have reduced the number of
these officers. They said, when in
Opposition, that five or six mem-
bers ofthe Cabinet were quite sufficient
to carry on the Government of the
country. They spoke of the Depart-

ML L LAJr.

ment of Marine and Fisheries, of which
lie was then the head, with sneers.
They had stated their views in respect
to the unnecessary large number of
members of the Cabinet broadcast, and
had said there were too many officers
and the Government might dispense
with some of them. What did these
gentlemen do when they came into
Administration ? One of their very
earliest acts was to establish a four.
teenth officer,which was continued until
it suited the convenience of the mem-
ber for South Bruce (Mr. Ihîke)
to give it up. N,>w they wished for
political influence to get a piece of
patronage. For what other reason
was this new appointment propsod?
There had been no complaint that the
work was too much for the head of the
Departinent, and even if it were, would
he ask for a partner, a Minister who
would divide the responsibility with
him ? No; that would not be the
course a gentleman who understood
bis business would adopt. He might
come down and ask for a subordinate
officer to assist, but lie should not shirk
his responsibility. For three or four
Sessions the Finance Minister had
intimated to this House that there was
a deficit.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: No; twice.

Ma. MITCHELL said the hon.
gentleman came down the first Sessioln
he held the office, and told the House
that the statement of his predeces-
sor was an incorrect statement, not
one based on facts, and that the
amount of money roquired would,
therefore, be far in excess of what was
anticipated, and he asked for an addi-
tional taxation of three million dollars
to be put on to meet the deficiencY.
Then, in the two following years, he
intimated that there would be a deficit,
and, in the present Session, he dis-
tinctly informed the House that, as
far as he could judge from the returns,
the probability was that there would
be a considerable deficiency.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT : No; I did
not.

MIL MITCHELL: Did not the hou.
gentleman say that ho would resort
to direct taxation if he had the
means.
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Ma. CARTWRIGHT: You put
words in my mouth that I did not use.
I stated distinctly and repeatedly that
if the revenue continued as good for

the ensuing five months, there would
not be a deficiency.

MR. MITCHELL said he would
accept that statement, as it clearly
showed that his hon. friend knew the
state of trade was in such a condition
that he was not warranted in stating
there would be no deficiency. This
made four deficiencies, for he might
accept the latter as an accomplished
fact, and yet this Government came
down and asked the House to create a
new office. He would ask if the House
was prepared, blindly, to adopt this
Bil, saddling the country with a cost
of $10,000 to $20,000 a year. Ie was
surprised that, taking into considera-
tion the distressed state of the country,
and the fact that there had been four
deficits, the Government dared to
ask the House and the country to ac-
cept such a Bill. He would like to
ask the bon. member for South Bruce
how he could support such a measure.
He recollected the hon. member's able
speech at Teeswater, in which he took
great credit to himself for having per-
formed all the duties with a less staff,
and at less expense than the right hon.
member for Kingston had done. Had
the Government not taken credit,
since the oponing of Parliament, for
having reduced the expense of that
Department. If it was desirable to
reduce the staff and to lessen the cost,
where was the reason to come down
now and bring in a Bill, after having
taken the credit of abotishing one
office, to croate another office and tack
it On the Department of Justice. The
two statements did not dovetail to-
gether. Either the predecessors of
these gentlemen had discharged the
duties well, or they had not. It had

ever been stated that they had not.
and, therefore, it could not be justified
to the country now to croate a new
office, taxing the people some $20,090
or 830,000 per annum, for the purpose
of giving public patronage and enabi-
ing hon. gentlemen QIn the other side
of the House to retain power, LeWould Simply move the amendment
which he felt it his duty to move, and

leave the responsibility to the House.
Hé moved, therefore, in amendment:

" That the Bill be now read the third time,
but that it be resolved that this House,
while approving of the abolition of the office
of Receiver-General as a step in the direction
of retrenchment, is of opinion that the cre-
ation of an additional office in the Depart-
ment of Justice entails upon the country an
unnecessary charge and expense, iot justifi-
able by the requirements of the Public Ser-
vice, and therefore, that this Bill be referred
back to a Committee of the Whole, with in-
structions that they have power to strike out
all the clauses relating to the Department of
Justice."

Amendnent negatived on the fQl
lowing division:

YEAs:

Messieurs
Baby, McDougall (Three Riv-
Benoit, ers),
Blaichet, McKay (Colcheater),
Bolduc, McCallum,
Bourassa, McGreevy,
Bourbeau, McQuade,
Bowell, Masson,
Brooks, Methot,
Cameron, Mitchell,
Campbell, Monteith,
Caron, Montplaisir,
Cimon Orton,
Costigan, Ouimet,
Coupal, Palmer,
Cuthbert, Pinsonnesult,
Desjardins, Platt,
Domville, Plumb,
Dugas, Pope (Compton),
Farrow, Pope (Queena's, P.E.L)
Flesher, Robinson,
Gibbs (Ontario, North)Robitaille,
Gibbs (Ontario, South)Rochester,
Haggart, Roscoe,
Harwood, Rouleau,
Hurteau, Roy,
J ones (Leeds), Ryan,
Kirkpatrick, Schultz,
Langevin, Short,
Lanthier, Thompson (Cariboo),
Little, Tuper
Macdald (Kingston), Wade,
McDonald (Cape Bre- Wallace (S. Norfolk),

ton), White (North Rea-
frew)-64.

NÂrs

Appleby,
Archibald,
Aylmer,
Bain, *
Barthe,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Bertram,.
Biggar,'
Blackburn,
Blain,
Blake,
Borden,

Messieurs

Horton,
Huntington,
J.etté,
Jones Halifax),
Kerr,
Killam,
Xirk,
Laflamme,
Landerkin,
Langlois,
Launer,
Macdonald (Centse

Toronto),
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Borron,
Bowman,
Boyer,
Brouse,
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sunbury),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Cihurch,
Coffin,
Cook,
Davies,
Dawson,
Delorme,
De St. Georges,
De Veber,
Devlin,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes,
GalbYaith,
Geoffrion,
Gibson,
Gillies,
Gillmor,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Guthrie,
Hag ar,
Hall,o
Bolton,

McDonnell (Inverness),
macdougall (Nlgin),
McDougall (S. Enrw
MacKay (Cape Breton),
Mackenzie,
Mccraney,
McGregor,
MIentyre,
McNab,
Malouin,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Norris,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Pouliot,
Power,
Ray,
Richard,
Ross (East Durham),
Rose (Prince Edward)
Rymal,
8catcherd,
Seriver,
Shibley,
Sinclair,
Skinner
Smith ('eel),
Smith (Westmoreland),
Snider,
Taschereau,
Thompson(Haldimand),
Trow,
Wallace (Albert),
Wood,
Yeo,
Young.-105.

Bill read the third lime.

MR. LAFLAMME moved that
Bill do now pass.

Motion
division:

Appleby,
Archibald,
Aylmer,
Bain,
Barthe,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blackburn,
Blain,
Blake,
Bordeq,
Borron,
Bowman,
Boyer,
Brouse,
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,

the 1

agreed to on the following

Messieurs

Irving,
Jetté.
Jones (Halifax),
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,
Laflamme,
Landerkin,
Langlois,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto),
MacDonnell(Inverness),
Macdougall (Elgin B.),
McDougall (Renfrew),
MacKay (Cape Breton),
Mackenzie,
McCraney,
McGregor,
MeIntyre,

Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sunbury),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Church,
Coffin,
Cook,
Davies,
Dawson,
Delorme,
De. St. Georges,
De Veber,
Devlin,
Pymond,
Ferris,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes.
Galbraith.,
Geoffrion,
Gibson,
Gillies,
Gillmor,
Goudge,
Green way,
Guthrie,
Ha gar,
Hall,
Holton,
Horton,
Huntington,

Mclsaat,
McNab,
Metcalfe,
Malouin,
MillS,
Norris,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Perry,
Petteh,
Picard,
Pouliot,
Power,
Ray.
Richard,
Ross (Durham),
Ross (Prince Edwarl),
Rymal,
Scatcherd,
Scriver,
Shibley,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Westmoreland),
Snider,
Taschereau,
Thompson (Haidi-

mand),
Trow,
Wallace (Albert),
Wood,
Wright (Ottawa),
Yeo,
Young.-08.

NÂTs.

Messieurs

Baby, McDougall (Three
Benoit, Rivers),
Blanchet, McKay (Colchester),
Bolduc, Mcuallum,
Biurassa, McGreevy,
Beurbeau McQuade,
Bowell, Masson,
Brooks, Méthot,
Cameron, Mitchell,
Campbell, Monteitu,
Caron, Montplaisir,
Cimon, Orton,
Colby, Ouimet,
Costigan, Palmer,
Coupal, Pinsonneault,
Cuthbert, Platt,
Desjardins, Plumb,
Domville, Pope (Compton),
Dugas, Pope (Queen's, P.E.L)
Farrow, Robinson,
Ferguson, Robitaille,
Flesher, Rochester,
Gibbs (Ontario, North)Roscoe,
Gibbs (Ontario, douth)Rouleau,
Haggart, Roy,
Harwood, Ryan,
Hurteau, Schultz,
Joues (Leeds), Short,
Kirkpatrick, Thormpson (Cariboo)p
Langevin, Tupper,
Lanthier, Wade,
Little, Wallace (Norfolk),
Macdonald (Kingston),White (North Ren-
MeDonald (Cape frew),-66.

Breton),

Bill passed.
M. MITCHELL.

Attorney-General O0îces Bill,
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SUPPLY-THE TARIFF.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT moved:

"That Mr. Speaker do now leave the
Chair for the House to go again into Com-
mittee of Supply."

fr. Béchard and Mr. MacKay (Cape
Breton) rose together.

MR. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said
he had the floor before the hon. mem-
ber for Iberville, and he was entitled
to take precedence of him.

Ma. SPEAKER said the hon. men-
ber for Iberville had had a motion on
the paper for some time.

Mr. MacKAY asked if the fact of
having a notice on the paper entitled
an bon. member to precedence over
any other hon. member who saw fit to
make a motion on going into Com-
mittee of Supply ?

MR. SPEAKER: It gives him a
claim to my attention as Speaker of
the House, to which an hon. member
who has not given such notice is not
entitled. Under the English system,
notice of motion is placed on the paper
in all cases where an lon. gentleman
wisbes to move any motion on going
into Committee of Supply. The Com-
mittee bas so many notices on the paper
that a ballot is had, and in that way it
is determined who shall have precod-
enee; but where a notice is placed on
the paper it is intended for the eye of
the Speaker, as well as for the eyes of
hon. members, and he is, to a very
great extent, directed by it.

MR. MAcKAY: Mr. Speaker-

Ma. SPEAKER: I must call the
hon. member to order. The hon.
nember for Iberville has the floor.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD : I
rise to a question of order. You, Mr.
Speaker, have announced a certain
ruling. The hon. member, if he dis-
Sented from your ruling, ought to have
appealed to the House, and that can
on y be done without debate.

l". MAcKAY: I can say this-
Ra. SPEAKER: The hcn. member

is called to order. I have no objection
to discuss the matter-

ML. MACKAY: I do not wish to dis-
cuss the matter. All I desire to say
is that yo, Mr. Speaker, expressed an
opinion before you allowed me to read
authorities.

Mi. SPEAKER: Will the
member please take his seat.

hon.

Ma. McKAY: What I desire to,
do is to read my authorities.

Ma. SPEAKER: The hon. member
for Iberville bas the floor. If the hon.
member (Mr. MacKay) thought he was
entitled to the floor, and bis question
was entitled to precedence, he had the
right to appeal to the House, without
dbate, and the House would deter-
mine whether ho had the right to ad-
dress the chair and make the motion,
or not; but not having chosen to do
that at the proper time, ho has no right
now to address the chair, the bon.
member for Iberville having the floor.

MR. MACKAY: I wish to cite my
authorities.

Ma. BÉCHARD moved in amend-
ment-

That Mr. Speaker do not now leave the
chair, but that it be resolved " That a large
quantity of corn and oats having been im-
ported into Canada within the last few years,
this House is of opinion that the interests of
Canadian farmers would be promoted by the
imposition of a duty upon the importation
of those products."

He said that, in 1875, we imported
3,679,686 bushels of corn, and in 1877,
8,260,039 bushels. It was true that a
large portion of that quantity was
re-exported; but, at the same time,
there was about one-half of it left in
the country. The trade in importing
04ts commenced in 1876, in which
year 628,366 bushels were imprrted,
and did not appear to bave been re-
exported. That trade, indeed. seemed
to bave been regularly developed, for
in 1877 we imported 1,697,706 bushels,
of which 1,025,872 were re-exported,
eaving in the country 672,834 bushels.
Our exportation of oais to the United
States had decreased since that year
very rapidly. In 1875, we still ex-
ported to the United States 1,315,692
bushels, while, in 1876, we exported
o the saie country only 88,372

[APRIL 9, 1878.]Upplyý-
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bushels, and in 1877 only 7,378 bush-
els. Our exportation of oats would go on
decreasing from the fact that the far-
mers of the Western States, during the
last few years, had been growing
that product very extensively. AI-
ready they produced a sufficient quan-
tity to supply the United States market
and had a surplus to ship to foreign
markets. He was in favour of placing
a duty on those kinds of grain, without
committing himself to any Protection
scheme. The manufacturers of the
Dominion were already protected by a
7 per cent. tariff, and while the far-

mer paid that duty on every manufae-
jearticle he used, he received no

compensation in return. Prior to 1876,
the manufacturers were protected by a
duty of only 15 per cent., and yet
they were prosperous. At the present
time they were sufficiently protected,
and did not call for more protection.
He admitted that manufacturers had
suffered during the depression, but
they had not suffered more than the
other classes. All classes of the peo-
.plt had suffered, and it would be mani-
festly unfair to tax the people for the
purpose of alleviating the distress to a
particular class. He referred hon. mem-
bers to the tariff of 1866, in which a
duty of 10c. per bushel was imposed
qn all impQrted: grains, with the ex.
ception of wheat, and yet that tariff
was not considered as part of any
general protection scheme. lh regard
to the question of reciprocity with the
United States, he had hoped last year
that, with the changes that had taken
place at the White louse and in Con-
gress, and the settlement of the fish-
ries question, an opportunity would,

have been offered to reopen commercial
relations with the United States on a
more liberal basis; and, he must con-
fes.s, his expectations were not well
founded. lie was convinced in that
opinion by the answer he had received
from the Government to a question
which he asked the Ministry at the
opening of the Session. In his humble
opiion-he might be mistaken, and ho
Ni4hed this was the case-they would
not secure reciprocity of trade with
the United States as long as that por-
tion of the Washington Treaty re-
mnaied in force which gave to the
Ainèricans the right of navigating our

MI. Bcuian.

canals, and- taking advantage of our
fisheries on an equal footing with our-
selves. With these remarks, he would
leave the question in the hnds of the
Rouse.

Mu. POPE (Compton) said that
seven years ago he had spoken on this
subject, and it had since been thrown
up to him that he had thon spoken
and voted against the policy of laying
a duty on flour. This was true, and
to-day he would vote in exactly the
same way, for the same reasons. He
would vote against the motion of his
hon. friend from Iberville, because it
was a partial measure. He would no
moreaupport a partial measure in the
inxerest of the Province of Quebec
than in the interest of Ontario, as was
seen the day previous. If they were
to bave a policy which would protect
our industries, our manufacturers and
our farmers, it must be a general po-
licy, which would benefit all sections
of the country. This result could
not possibly be obtained by a partial
policy such as the bon. gentleman pro.
posed, and which would be unfair to
the other Provinces. He could not by
any possibility support such a motion.
He was prepared, as he always had
been, to consider any general policy
of Protection intended to place the
people of this country in a fair posi-
tion in order to compete with the
Americans. Some bon, gentlemen
said that no Lower Canadian
who would vote for a duty on
wheat or flour could be found;
but there was at least one that
would be willing to do so, if it were in
the interests of the whole community.
If it were part of a general protective
policy, he, for one, would vote for it.
Nothing could induce him to vote for
a sectional policy. lie had and still
advocated a protective policy which
would enable us to compote fairly with
our neighbours. He could point to a
man, in his own neighbourbood who
had corne there and commenced maln-
facturing, and, after having continued
it a couple of years, he met this man
oned&yi and what did t4o latter say?
SI arn going to leave this country; I
canniot stop bere; I am going back tO
New Hampshire." He asked the reason
why, and the answer was: " The

(COMMON8.] The Tarif.
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people on the other side of the line
have get our market. They come
here and compete with me, while I
cannot send a single thing over there;
but, if I move to 1New Hampshire, I
will not only have that market but
this one also, and so I am going to
leave." This was not an isolated in-
stance. Such things occurred every
day. Not only so, but, while we were
paying large sums for immigrants
and immigration, to bring people to
this country, its very best blood, the
young men of the country, were leaving
by hundreds and thousands. In
his own neighbourhood, not a week
before he left home, he saw a dozen
young men leaving the country, where
they had no ernployment, and going
to the United States, where they could
find employment and secure better
pay. Such were the facts; and for
this reason, it did not matter very
much what was the price of flour, if
we had Protection, and so long as
they placed in the hands of the peo-
ple the means of purchasing it and
living. They preferred to pay a higher
price for their flour than to be idle
and get nothing. He would not vote
for any motion affecting simply Upper
Canada or any ofthe Lower rovinces,
as he did not believe that it would be
for the interest of the country to do
so; nor would he vote for any measure
that was not general in its nature and
in the interest of the whole population
and for the great good of the country.
Such a scheme he was prepared to sup-
port. lie would tell his hon. friend
from North York that he had not
ahIered bis mind a single jot or gone
back a single bit from the doctrine the
hon. gentleman had accused him of
havi4g held a few years ago. He
Still Stod on the same gQroind, and he
*ORI lot support a partial policy.

]M. DYMOND : I congratulate the
on gentleman on being as perfectly

'onsistent in lis speeches as ho is in
his votes.

Ma. POPE (Compton): I shall vote
this year.

M. !'ASSON said that, if he rightly
understoo the motion wbiefr was first
PrOPosed by bis hon. friend from Iberve it was far more extended in its
character than the motion now beforo

the House, which he believed only in-
cluded two articles. The motion, even
as it was originally, excited grave ob-
jection. He had drawn the attention
of the House, on the evening preceding,
to a rave objection to it, which made
him believe that the hon. gentleman
was not really at all in favour of
Protection, and that this was
only dictated by motives of policy;
and the fact of the hon. gentleman
having narrowed his motion still fur-
ther, proved to the House that he (Mr.
Béchard) bad no hope of its being
carried. The hon. gentleman coujcb
not entertain such a hope. He wouk
not say that the hon. gentleman did
not desire to see it carried, for thia
would be unparliamentary, but the
hon. gentleman could have no such
expectation. If the hon. gentleman
had moved for agricultural protection,
as a whole, there might have been
some reason for bringing this motion
before the House; and, in that case,
he would probably have uone as he did
last year, and vote for it, though he
heartily agreed with Mr. Joly-and on
this point he accepted Mr. Joly as his
leader-who had told the people that
it was absurd to believe that they could
separate agricultural from industrial
protection. Mr. Joly had doclared
most ditinc.tly that protection to bothi
agriculture and manufactures form.ed
a good, strong team, powerful when
they worked together, but almost use-
less when they were separated. Agree-
ing with Mr. Joly on this point, he
thought he should be received into the
good graces of the hon, gentleman op-
posite. He had worked with Mr. Joly
at the time, and ho was still ready to
do so in this connection. He did not
understand how these hon. gentleman
who wished to plead in favour of agri-
cu,ltigaj protection, should so forget
the p»igciplhe of their party as to now
come and take away almost the whole
of this.policy, apd only leave these two
articles in the list. What had these
hon. gentlemen donc with the question
of animals? Did they propose to put
us, in this respeçt, on the same footing
as the Ainer icanm? Did tho hon. gen-
tieman propose to give reciproeity ef
tariffs, which was demanded in Loweir
Canada, with respect to animais, if we
could not have Free-trade in the
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United States? No ; but he left
this matter out of the question.
Again, did the hon. gentleman inelude
in bis motion pease, barley and other
grains? No; but he only proposed
duties on corn, which Lower Canada
did not and could not produoe, and on
oats ; consequently, he should vote
against the motion.

Amendment (Mr. Béchard) nega
tived on the following division

YEAs :

Messieurs

$aby, Macdonald (Kingston),
Barthe, McDonald (Oape
Béchard, Breton)
Benoit, McDougall (Three
Bourassa, Rivers),
Bowell, McCallum,
Bunster, McGregor,
Cameron, McQuade,
Oampbell, Méthot,
Caron, Monteith,
Cimon, Montplaisir,
Costigan, Norris.
Ooupal, Orton,
Outhbert, Ouimet,
DeCosios, Pinsonneault,
Dugas. Platt,
Farrow, Plumb,
Ferguson, Pouliot
Flesher, Robitaille
Gibbs (Ontario North), Rochester,
Gibbs (Ontario South), Rouleau,
Harwood, Ryan,
Hurteau, Thompson (Cariboo),
Jones (South Leeds), Tupper,
Kirkpatrick, Wade,
Langevin, Wallace (S. Norfolk),
Lanthbier,W hite (R enfrew),
Little, Wright (Ottawa).-54

Nse :

Messieurs

Applehy
Archibald,
Aylmer
Bain,
Bernier,
Biggar,
Blain,
Blake
Blanchet,
Bolduc,
Borden,
Borron,
Bourbeau,
Buwman,
Boyer,
Brouse,
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael,
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain,
Charlton,

MIL MASSON.

Kerr,
Kllam,
Kirk,
Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Landerkin,
Langlois,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto),
Macdonald (Inverness)
Macdougall (East

Elgin),
McDougall (Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Bre-

ton),
McKay (Colchester)
Maekenzie,
M cCraney,
M cGreevy,
McIntyre,
Melsaac,
McNab,
Malouin,
Masson
Metcalfe,

Cheval,
Church,
Coffin,
Cook,
Davies,
Dawson,
Delorme,
Desjardins,
De St. Georges,
Devlin.
Domville,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Galbraith,
Geoffrion,
Gibson,
Gillies,
Gillmor,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Gut.hrie,
Hagar,
Hall,
Holton,
Horton,
Huntington,
[rving,
Jetté,
Joues (Halifax),

(COMMONS.]

BUPPLY.

flouse again resolved itselfinto Com-
mittee of Supply.

VII..-LEGsLATION.

41. Salaries and contingent expen-
ses of the Senate................ $51,518

Ma. MITCH ELL said he was strong-
ly in favour of the Senate, of the action
of which he had good reason to be
proud during the past few years; but
he, nevertheless, would like to know
why an increase of $600 was proposed
in this item ?

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said that the
Senate had applied, through the Com-
mittee on Contingencies, for one ad-
ditional page, at a cost of$150, and one
additional messenger, at a cost of $250,
while the item concerning unforeseen
expenditure was increased from $4,600
to $4,800. The appointment of a bouse
carpenter was also asked for, but this
would not increase the expenditure iu
any way.

Ma. TUPPRR: There was a Con'
siderable increaise from theyearbefOre.

MIL CARTWRIGHT: I think'not
considerable; but there was some In'
erease. We have very lit tle power of
controlling this item, for obviOus
reatsons.1.

Supply.
Mill@,
Mitchell,
Oliver,
Palmei,
Paterson,
Pettes,
Pope (ComRton),
Pope (Queen's, P.E.I.>
Ray,
Richard,
Roscoe
Ross (East Durham)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Roy,
Rymal,
Scatcherd,
Scriver,
Shibley,
Short,
sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Westmoreland),
Snider,
St. Jean,
Taschereau,
Thompson (Haldimand
Trow,
Wallace (Albert),
Wood,
Yeo,
Young.-144.



Supply. 1819

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Is
the bouse carpenter under the charge
of the Board of Works?

MR. MACKENZIE: No.
Si, JOHN A. MACDONALD: Then

he ought to be.
Mn. MACKENZIE: He never bas

been. The Publie Works Department
takes charge of any alterations or any
extensive repairs to the buildings pro-
per; but everything connected with
the desks, the upholstering of seats,
and the mending of furniture is done
by the bouse carpenter, who also has
charge of the laying down of the mat-
ting and the oil cloths, and all kinds of
work of that kind. Mr. Sinclair, the
bouse carpenter, has been bere since
the beginning, and he is very effic-ient.
These matters are now much botter at-
tended to than could possibly be the
case if it were necessary to send
requisitions to the Public Works De-
partment.

Si JOHN A. MACDONALD: I am
aware of the irregular practice which
has prevailed respecting the charge of
those buildings; but, as I urged last
Session, or the Session before, the Gov-
ernment should assume the whole
charge of these buildings, and the house
carpenter ought to be an officerrespon-
sible to the Government and the
Department, and the Department to,
Parliament. This is the English and
correct principle, as I think the hon.
gentleman will admit.

. Ma. MACKENZIE: I quite admit
it.

SI JOHN A. MACDONALD: Be-
cause it is the duty of the Government
to furnish a fit place for Parliament to
Imeet the Sovereign in; but in the Par-
liament House in England the very
slightest change is made under the re-
sponsibility of the Government.

MR. MACKENZIE: I think that we
hold the Sergeant-at-Arms responsible
for the furniture and the charge of
these buildings and the bouse carpenter,
who is under his orders. I believe
this work is done as well as it could be
P.sibly done under the direct super-
riion of the Department of Public
Works. I admit that it is botter to
conceltrate everything of that kind,

but it is found in practice really con-
venient to have the house carpenter at
the command ofthe Sergeant-at-Arms.

MR. MITCHELL said he quite,
agreed with the views of the right
hon. member for Kingston on this
point.

Vote agreed to.

It being six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.
BOUSE OF cOMMONS.

42. Salaries, per Clerk's Esti-
mate .......................... $60,10D

MR. CARTWRIGHT said there was
an increase of $250, which was ac-
counted for on page 31. In the first
place, the office of Assistant Account-
ant had been abolished, but, on the
other hand, it had been fouad noces-
sary to appoint an additional French
translator, in order to expedite the
translation of -documents. Of three
junior clerks included in the last item,
it would be found that one had been
promoted to be a bookkeeper, with a
salary of $1,000, and the salaries of the
two others had also been increased.
It was proposed also to raise the sal-
ary of the assistant French Journal
clerk frc m $800 to $1,000, and an in-
crease of $150 was granted to the
assistant clerk of Votes and Proceed-
ings. These were the only alterations,
except a small increase to the clerk of
the Public Accounts Committee, whose
salary was raised from $1,100 to
$1,200.

Ma. LANGEVIN asked if the book-
keeper's appointment referred to was
a new office.

Ma. CARTWRIGHV said it was not
exactly a new office, as no increase had
been made in the staff. The only ad-
dition was the appointment of an
assistant French translator, who waa
required under any circumstances.

MR. LANGEVIN said he admitted
there was a necessity for an additional
French translator. The work in that
Department, ho said, had been more
satisfactorily performed this year thau
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he ever remembered i t to bave been
before, and he thought that in com-
parison with other employés, the
'oiicials in this Department were not
sufficiently well paid considering the
superior attainments which it was
necessary they should possess.

Ma. SPEAKER said there had been
a slight increase in the salaries last
year; but, on the whole, the salaries
had been very much reduced during
the last few years. The gentleman
who was appointed book-keeper was
doing the work which was divided
amongst three different officers, and
his predecessor in that position had
been superannuated for very substan-
tial reasons. On making enquiry, he
found that the· expenditure- for' the
staff of the Hlouse of Commons to-day
was very little greater than the expen-
diture under the old Legislative
Assembly of Canada twenty years
ago, when there were but 82 amembers
in the louse.

Ma. MITCHELL: There was a great
<deal of corruption in those days.

Ma. SPEAKER said he would re-
frain from instituting comparisons in
that respect at present. He believed
there was no corruption in the House
now, whatever there might have been
then. It was considered desirable to
keep this branch of the service within
very narrow limits. On taking charge
of the Department he found that the
salaries of some of the superior officers
were very low, having previously been
reduced on the recommendation of the
Committee on Contingencies. A mo-
tion was passed in the flouse after he
became Speaker directing the Com-
missioners to enquire into the amount
of remuneration paid to the permanent
staff of the louse, and expressing the
opinion that their salaries should be
increas8ed. That enquiry was accord-
ingly made and the salary of the Clerk
of the House, which had for a time been
reduced, was placed at the same figure
as it had been at for twouty years.
The salaries of other officers were
increased, but notwithstanding that, the
expenditure was less than it had at one
time been, because offices which it was
fnot deemed necessary to f1Il up were
left vacant. Amongst these were two
offices worth respectively, $2,0@9 and

Ma. LANGvIN.

$1,100, and by inreasing the salaries
of efficient offeers, the work was doue
much better. He was glad to learn
from the hon. member for Charlevoix
that the French translating depart.
ment was in so satisfactory a condition
as that was a point of which he had
long been anxious to be assured, not
having so much practical acquaintance
with the subject personally as he could
wish. Hle agreed with the hon. gen-
tleman in thinking that the French
translators were not sufficiently paid,
considering their acquirements. The
staff of sessional clerks in that depart-
ment had been somewhat increased in
consequence of a resolution come to
two years ago, requiring that the
trandiation of Private Bills should be
made in the department officially,
not as formerly by paying fees, but by
the officers of the House, and that any
fees paid therefor should go into the
general fand. It would be found that
a somewhat larger number of general
sessional clerks had been employed
last year because four of the perman-
ent staff were unable to attend to their
duties in c9nsequence of sickness, and
also because it was deemed advisable
to copy retuxns coming down to the
flouse to prevent their going astray,
and loading to those recriminations
which were so common formerly. lu
the departmeut presided over by the
Sergeant-at-Arms, the staff of mes-
sengers and pages, there was one 'less
employé thau in 1873, while the :ex-
penditure was about $1,550 or $1,580
less than 1875. On the most careful
scrutiny of this department it would be
found that white encouragement w&
given to deserving offlcers, the number
was kept within due limits.

Ma. BLANCIIET said it would be
wel' to place before the flouse a list of
the officere employed in the beginning
of each Session.

MR. SPEAKER: There can be no
objection, if it is the wish of the House.
Nothing of the kind was done in the
past.

Ma. BLANCHET: It was asked for
lat year,

Ma. SPEAKER: Not till it was too
late. A number of sessional clerks
and others are not employed till a few
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weeks ha-e elapsed, and very rightly so,
because the Parliamentary business is
light till thon and it is difficult to
furnish a list early. I might refer again
to the point raised by the bon. mem-
ber for Charlevoix, as to the salaries of
sessional clerks in the Firench translat-
ing Department, I may state that I
do not consider $5. a day sufficient,
while other sessional clerks get $4. We
have, however, engaged some young
men to whom we pay $4 a day, so that
there is gradation in remuneration as
well as in quality of work.

MR. TUPPER erquired why there
was such a large increase in the ex-
penses for extra sessional writers,
clerks to select Committees, witnesses
and shorthand writers. There was an
increase from $8,500 to 810,000, and as
far as his observations went, there was
not likely to be anything like the de-
mand for these extra servants and
shorthand writers as there was during
last Session.

MR. SPEAKER said these estimates
were made up by the Clerk of the
House before the commencement of
the Session. Last year a very largo
number of Committees were held, and
a very large number of witnesses and
shorthand writers had to be paid, and
the clerk assumed that this being the
last Session of the Parliament there
would again be a large number of Com-
mittees.

MR. LANGEVIN said Mr. Speaker
did not say that the $8,500 proved in-
sufficient, and yet $1,500 more was
asked for. If the last year's vote had
fnot been sufficient the deficieney should
have appeared in the Supplementary
Estimates.

MR. SPEAKER said he had already
explained this. More had been asked
for because the Clerk thought more
Would be necessary. The estimate was
mere guess work; it was based on the
expenditure of last year, and the
Clerk having found himself run close
last year, had; he supposed, decided to
ask for a larger sum in consequence.

8is own impression was that $8.500
Would be quite enough, but before the
commencement of the Session, there
was 110 means of arriving at a conclu-
Sion With regard to it.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said there was.
no objection to make it $8.500.
He might remark that he had already
eut this item down.

Ma. MITCHELL said he did not
desire to find fault with the Clerk, but
he would say in relation to these Com-
mittees, that there was a great deal of
useless expenditure on witnesses, and
spe cial clerks and shorthand writers.
There were too many of thesé investi-
gations, and a great many of them re-
sulted in nothing. Some had resulted
in sometii.ng, but there was, no doubt,
too mach of it, and the Government
should take the matter into its spe-
cial consideration, with a view to a
reduction of thim expenditure.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK said he coinci-
dedwith the remarks of the hon.member
for Bellechasse who said it was desirable
that a statement of the numbor of
clerks, and especially of the extra or
sessional clerks, should be laid on the
table of the House in the early part of
every Session, so that, when discussing
this item, the House might know
something of the requirements of the
service. He would lke to ask if the-
hon. the Speaker could state the num-
ber of extra writers employed this
Session.

Ma. SPEAKER: I really cannot tell
the exact number. There are more
than last year, for the ressons I have
stated.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK said he had
before him the report of a Committee
appointed in 1868, to consider ûhe re-
quirements of the House, and they
appeared to have gone very fully
into the matter. They reported that
the number of extra or sessional
writers should not exceed ten. At
that time a large amount of business
arose ont of the great number of Elec-
tion Committees. All this now wes,
transferred to the Courts of Justice, and
that ought to represent a great saving
in the number of extra clerks required,
instead of which the number had in-
creased, and last year it was 30. He
thought there would be difficulty in
finding work for so many. He hoped
this vote of $10,000 would be reduced.

Ma. BLANCHET said he noticed
that some of the French transator
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were paid $5 and others only $4 a day.i
lie should like to know why such a
difference was made.

Mit. SPEAKER said the translators
were appointed at $4 a day, the salary
,ofordinary sessional clerks, and if they
were found thoroughly well qualified
for the work of transiators, the salary
was increased to $5.

Mn. DELORME said the French
translator only received $1,000 a
year, while his predecessor received
$1,200.

Ma. SPEAKER said it was eus-
tomary to pay a junior official a less
amount than a senior.

Ma. BOWELL said he thought it
was a good suggestion that a return of
the number of clerks employed in the
House should be laid before the House
early in the Session, and he would
suggest that there should be added to
it a return of the parties by whom
these appointments were recommended.
'The bon. the Speaker had certainly
done this Session what had not been
done before; he had certainly kept
these clerks employed and out of the
lobbies. le thought, if the hon. the
Speaker could lay before the House all
the iames of persons who had recom-
mended appointments and almost
forced servants upon him, there
would be a less number of such ap-
pointments made. The amount had
incroased from $208,913, asked in the
Estimates for 1873-'4,to $296,768 asked
in the present Estimates. He was
aware that the principal items in which
an increase had taken place were
printing paper and bookbinding, wbich
had run up from $35,000 to .$70,000.
'The item under considoration at the
present time for salaries per Clerk's
-estimate was $60,000. For the same
item in 1873-'74 the sum asked was
-77,000, which appeared to be $17,000
more than was now asked for; but
in the estimate for 1873-4, were included
present votes 4:, 43, and 44, namely:
salaries, per Clerk's estimate $60,100;
expenses of Committees, extra sessional
clerks, etc., $14,600; and contingen-
cies, $19,600, making the sum this year
894,000, an increase of $16,000 or
$17,000 over the amount asked for the
sBame service in 1873-4. These esti-

Mn. BLANCHET.

mates, at least, did not show the great
decrease referred to by Mr. Speaker,
had taken place. It was not his pro.
vince to discuss the capabilities of the
French translators. -He agreed that a
good servant ought to be well paid; but
he thought it a bad principle to put
i hree or four men into one place to do
the work of one or two men. The
translation of the debates of the House
had been thrown upon the permanent
translators, and it was well known
that if a man worked after hours to do
special work, he was likely to slight
his regular work. He thought it was
a mistake to put that work on the offi-
cial translators. A great deal had been
said in the different pic-nie speeches
of hon. gentlemen opposite, in refer-
ence to hon. members of this louse,
and some of them, Ministerialists, had
gone so far as to charge hon. members
on the Opposition side with occupying
positions similar to those occupied by
the gentlemen who had to resign their
seats and go baek to their constituents.
So far as one hon. gentleman was
concerned, that was not correct, and
when the Premier stated that a certain
hon.member on the Opposition benches
occupied the same position as those to
whom he had referred in re-
ference to lhe disqualification wbich
arose out of the infringement of
the Independence of Parliament Act,
he stated that which was not borne
out by the facts, nor by any documents
he had in his possession.

Ma. SPEAKER said he believed it
was true that the French translation
had, for some years past, been almost
always in arrear; but he had to de-
pend, to a great extent, upon the
report of the head of that Depart-
ment in reference to that matter. To
make the work efficient, they had to
employ additional translators, s
it rarely happened now that a
paper was printed in French in
the tirst instance. It had not been by
the action of the Commissioners that
the translation of the Bamard had
been imposed upon the transiators, but
upon the recommendation of the
Printing Committee, and with the ap-
proval of the Hlouse. in regard to the
question of the permanent staff, the
reduction in the Accountant's 0ffce
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had been carried out in other Depart-
ments. Instead of bestowing some
very desirable patronage, they had
kept the same officers, gradually in-
croasing their salaries and grade, so
that they might feel that, as they
deserved an increase of salary, they
would be likely to receive it. l 1868
the members from the Lower Provinces
were astonished at the amoints paid
for salaries here, and demanded re-
trenchment. The result was that the
the members from the older Provinces
carried the thing so far that the reduc-
tion in the expenditure could be main-
tained but for a very short time. The
reduction was brought about to a great
extent by a want of knowledge and
experience. In the Department of the
Sergeant-at-Arms, a large portion of
the expenditure was for carpeting and
repairs to furniture and oil-cloth and
matters of that kind. This year
there had been an increase in the num-
ber of' sessional clerks, because four of
the permanent officers had been dis-
able and their places had to be taken
by sessional clerks. In addition to
that the Clerk had thought proper, very
rightly, that the originals of all papers
should be left in bis custody, and that
hon. members desiring to have copies
should be provided with thom. How-
ever, the whole expenditure on account
of these clerks was comparatively
trifling. It was true that none should
be emnployed for whom there was no
work; but the work of the House was
Of a very uncertain character. Some-
times the clerks could hardly do the
work that was required of them, and
at other times they were compara-
tively idle. It was neoeasary to have
them there in order to prevent loss of
time to Parliament itself.

MR. BOW ELL said the Speaker
could scarcely have known who com-
Posed the Committee to whom was re-
ferred the settlement of the number of
employés. The Hon. H. L. Langevin
Wa the Chairman of that Committee,
and certainly no inexperience could be
Uttributed to him.

lit- SPEAKER: But he knew very
litte f the people of the Lower Pro-vrinces thon.

MR. BOWELL said there was, there-fore, no foundation in the argument

advancod by the Speaker, fou. had he
known the feelings of the Deo)le of the
Lower Provinces, ho supposed be
would have cut down tne number still
more. But, as an old parliamentarian,
ho must have had good reason for
moving the adoption of the report of
that Committee. He (Mr. Boivell)
was not aware that it was necessary to
have a larger staff to keep this building
clean now, than there was three years
ago.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said ho would
move in the 43rd resolution to reduce
the sum to $12,800. He could not say
whether that would prove sufficient,
but it was clear it would be very easy
for the next House to supplement it
in good time, in case it was not
enough.

Ma. LANGEVIN asked, before this
was carried, that the hon. the Speaker
be requested to lay before this House a
statement of the number of clerks em-
ployed last year, and those employed
this year.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said ho would
bring it down on Concurrence.

Ma. MITCHELL said ho saw in the
list 81,100 for superannuations. He
would like to have a list of these offi-
cers, and ho would like to sec who were
going to be superannuated during the
coming month or two. He had heard
the names of officers bandied about as
gentlemen likely to be superannuated,
who were well qualified to retain their
places, and who would be replaced by
others not possessing the peculiar
abilities and requisite experience to fill
those offices.

Ma. SPEAKER said, with regard to
bis Department, no superannuation
had been made from political motives.
There had been only three superannu-
ations since bis time.

Ma. BOWELL said ho did not sec
why the employés of this House should
have their superannuation fees paid by
the country, instead of being deducted
from their salaries, as was done with
the Civil Service employés.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said this Lad
been introduced many years ago, and
had, by lapse of time, become, to a cer-
tain extent, a part of the salaries of
those officials.
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Mit. WALLACE said the whole sys-
tem of superannuation was wrong.
He saw no reason why civil servants,
like other people, should not be called
upon to make provision for their old
age, especially as they obtained regu-
lar salaries, and werIe as well, and per-
haps better, paid than the same class
outside the service.

Ma. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) said
there were two points involved, first,
the policy of superannuation, and
second, the anomalous position of the
amount voted for the officers of the
louse. He would not say the amount

should not be allowed the employés of
the House, but if it were necessary it
should be done by increasing the
salaries and should not appear in its
prësent shape in the Estimates.

HR, BABY said it must be remem-
bered that employés of the Civil Ser-
vice occupied a different position from
persons in different walks of life. No
doubt they were frequently very
anxious to obtain the positions to
which they were appointed, but in
those positions they were compelled to
give their whole time to the work and
could not engage in other pursuits. He
held it was but fair that a publie offi-
cor after 40 years' service should re-
ceive a pension, which was the prac-
tice followed in every country. In
order to obtain efficient civil servants
they must be properly paid, and pro-
vision made for their old age; and the
country would not grudge the few
thousand dollars expended for that pur-
pose. What the people did not like
was, that certain officers should be
superannuated for political purposes.
Very often. in order to make a place
for a political favourite and so meet
the pressing demands of a partizan, a
good servant was remove and an-
other appointment made. That was
done by means of the superannuation
fund.

MR. PLUMB said he could not
see any possible objection to the,
superannuation fund, but the ques-
tion to be discussed was whether the
superannuation fund of the. clerks and
employés of the House should be placed
on a diferent basis from the fund pro-
vided by other employés of the Civil,
Service. fie differed from the argu-

Mn. CARTWrIIH.

ment advanced by the hon. nembers
for North Haatings and South Norfolk
He thought it was very desirable to
keep up the tone of the Civil Service
and to draw the best men into it; and
in order to do that, the prospect should
be held out that they would, in some
degree, ho provided for after they had
ceased to be able to fulfil their duties.
The great evil which thev had to comn-
plain of was in the administration of the
superannuation fund. He knew cases in
which great hardships had occurred-
he did not say they had been inficted
intentionally by the Government--
which should not have taken place in
the administration of the fund. That
fund was a sacred trust, it was one
supported by the civil servants them,
selves, and never should be adminis-
tered to their disadvantage, or in an
unjust manner, as lie knew it had been.
He was able to cite cases which would
fully bear out that statement. It was
exceedingly desirable that the civil
servants should be kept pure, that the
should have no temptation to embar
in other pursuits secretly, or to at-
tempt in any way to make money out
of.their offices; and the manner in
which the superannuation fund had
been distributed had tended to demora-
lize the service in the same way
that the American system of the rota-
tion of officers at the end of every
election had tended to demoralize the
service there. The Canadian Civil Ser-
vice had been, so far as he knew, an
exemplary one. The officers had been,
as a rule, men of very high character
and above reproachl; but if they felt that
they held their positions at the whim,
caprice, or something worse, of the
Government of the day, one of the great
bonds which held the men together,
and kept them as they were, would be
broken. No officer in the public ser-
vice should be superannuated excePt
from incapacity through old age, or
from incapacity through illness; and,
in either case, there should be ample
evidence adduced before that stop was
taken. It was perfectly certain there
had been superannuations when no
investigations had been made. He knew
a case where a man who .was perfectly
competent to do his work and agatins
whom no shadow of a complaint
rested, was superannuated a short timfe
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ago on 40 per cent. of his pay. Another
appointment was made, and, therefore,
the Government, not only did the
officer a great injustice, but added 40
per cent. to the expense. There was
no examination in that case. H[e was
not charged with having done any-
thing wrong, because, if such were the
case, the Government had no right to
put him on a retiring allowance, but
must dismiss him. That was one case
out of a hundred, perhaps, of the same
character. He believed the superan-
nuation fund was a salutory institution,
one which tended to keep up the
esprit-de-corps in the Civil Service, and
gave them some hope that they would
not be thrown on charity when they
were unfit for service; but the moment
it was improperly administered it lost
ail its beneficial effect. And there were
cases which might be brought to the
cognizance of the Grovernment, parti-
cularly in the Customs Department.
The case to which he had referred had
occurred in that Department, but he
did not think it was ever brought un-
der the notice of the hon. the Minister
of Customs, because he did not believe
the Minister would sanction the bard-
ship imposed. He could give the hon.
gentleman the names and particulars.
The members of the Civil Service were
not too liberally paid, and Parliament
should do ail that was possible, not
only to make the service respectable,
but to enable the Government to
secure the most efficient men of the
best character with the highest quali-
fications.

MR. SMITH (Selkirk) said it would
be very much botter for the Civil Ser-
vants themselves, that they should be
liberally paid while in office, and not
b3 superannuated. It would materi-
ally tend to develop habits of economy
if the officers knew they must depend
'In theirsavings, while they hold their
positions, to mako provision for old
age. If they were prudent they would
be able to provide for themselves
equally as advantageously as under a
superannuation system. While oc-
eupying positions, they should be lib-
erally paid; but, at the same time, none
shoul be kept in office who were notefficient.

R1. JBURPEE (St. John) said that
any superannuation in the Customs
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Department that had taken place last
year, was made in the public interest.
If names were given, he would furnish
particulars in the cases.

Ma. PLUMB said ho would give
the hon. gentleman the information in
due time.

Mi. DESJARDINS said ho could
not agree with the view taken by his
hon. friend from Selkirk on this ques-
tion. The superannuation policy was
in the interest of public service as well
as in that of the public officers them-
selves. By providing for a fond de
retraite in their favour, the Government
was obtaining, as it were, a guarantee
that these officers would attach them-
selves to their positions, and give to
the country the benefit of the experi-
ence of long years passed in public
service. As to these public officers,
their salaries, whatever might be said to
the contrary, were not at present so
high as to render the economies sug-
gested by the bon. member for Selkirk
at ail easy. It was well known, in
fact, that the exigencies of their posi-
tions, and ail the obligations which
they were forced to meet, to place
themselves in a proper position with
regard to the social status which their
employment called for, rendered it
very difficult for them to even make
the restricted remuneration which
most of them received, meet their
unavoidable expenses. He, therefore,
believed that the Government did a
paternal act in providing for these
Officials, and in providing for them a
retiring fund which would be given
then when age and infirmities pre-
vented them from performing for the
country the services which their pre-
sent employment required.

,MR. BÉC HARD said that the salaries
given to these officials were high
enough tc enable them to oconomise,
with a view tc. old age. These persons
were not pressed into the public ser-
vice; on the contrary, on each occasion
when such a position became vacant,
there was a swarm of applicants for it.
If a pensioning system existed, the
officers themselves should take the in-
itiative with regard to it.

Ma. PLUMB said ho would name
John Hall and Mr. Yarwood in this
relation. Both were cases of extreme
hardship.
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MR. BURPEE said that Mr. Yar-
wood, of Chippawa, during the last six
years, if ho took this man's own letters
for it, had not been in good bealth.
During the last four years he thought
that Mr. Yarwood had, on four or five
occasions, obtained leave of absence,
some for a long time, on account of ilM
health. The Inspector had several
times reported in favour of bis super-
annuation. At this port the Collector
bad a great deal of outside service,
which this man could never bave at-
tended to during the last ten years. It
was in the interest of the public service
that this officer should be superanna-
ated. A new officer had not been
appointed in his place, but an officer
from a port on Lake Erie, where ho
had nothing to do and a salary of$550,
had been removed to this place, with
the same salary. Mr. Yarwood had
obtained $875. He thought that what
had been done was clearly in the inter-
est of the public service. Mr. Hall, of
Niagara, was over 60 years of age, and
there was no necessity in the world for
two officers at this place. When Mr.
Kirby was appointed, ho considered
that the two officers wero not required.
In both cases it was in the interests of
the public service that changes should
be made.

Ma. PLUMB said that, if Mr. Yar-
wood did not attend to his work, the
Government should not have given him
a pension. The Superannuation Fund
should not be charged with the support
of an incompetent person. This was
what he complained of. Mr. Hall was
now as able to do the work as
ever he was. He knew Mr.
Hall perfectly well. Mr. Thom-
son was also employed at this
place. Mr. Kirby had never under-
taken to do the work of both the office
and landing at Niagara. Because a man
obtained leave of absence, this was no
fault of the officer, and no ground for
superannuation. The action of the
Government in this particular had
been very unjust. Mr. Yarwood's case
was one of extreme hardship. He was
acquainted with the facts. Mr. Thom-
son was put in Mr. Hall's place; and
thore were one or two applicants who
expected to get Mr. Hall's office. A
little delay had occurred in this re-

Ma. PLUMB.

spOct, because it was impossible to fil
the appointment without offendingcertain persons on the eve of the
election.

Ma. BURPEE said that the princi.
pal object they had in view was the
abolition of both offices. Again, Mr,
Yarwood was in ill-health, and both
Mr. Hall and Mr. Yarwood were fit
objects for superannuation. Mr. Har.
vey was employed after this Govern.
ment had come into power, and he had
been kept there over since. Mr.
Thomson worked in the summer on the
boats, and in the winter bis services
were utilized, if necessary, by the Gov-
ernment.

MR. PLUMB said that he knew the
facts; and both were cases ot very
great hardship, as ho could show.

MR. MITCHELL said that the
House was paying for the superannua-
tion of its servants, while the principle
was not adopted with regard to other
public trervants. This was wrong;
al! the employés should be treated
alike. The principle to which he
objected had not been adopted seven
or eight years ago, but in 1873-4. This
anomaly should be removed. He de-
sired to see fair play.

Vote agreed to.

45. Publishing Debates.......................$15,00.

Ma. MASSON said that, as this sub-
ject was to come up in a few days, the
consideration of this item had better
be postponed.

Ma. TUPPER said it had now better
pass and be dealt with on concurrence,
when it could either be retained or
omitted.

Ma. MITCHELL said he had heard
that the abolition of Hansard was
mooted. He was strongly opposed to
such a proposition.

Vote agreed to.

45. Salaries and Contingencies per
Sergeant:at-Arma EsÙmates.... $8

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: A reduction
of $800 on this item bas been effectd
by the removal of one permanent m1e'
songer.

Ma. MITCHELL: Is it the inten-
tioon of the Ministry to take up and
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-deal with the superannuation question?
All the officers of the country should
be placed on the same footing.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: I do not think
that we shall propose to extend this
privilege to the other officers
of the country. It is per-
fectly in the power of the Blouse to
deal with its own servants as it sees
tit.

MR. MITCHELL said that they all
knew this. If the Government would
take no action, the onus of it
vould fall on the Opposition, or on in.
dependent members of the House. He
would endeavour to take the constitut-
ioral course of dealing with it.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that this
natterhad never been discussed until
that evening.

MR. BOWELL said it had been
mnentioned almost every year.

Ma, MACKENZIE said he did
not recollect it. The hon. gentleman
(Mr. Mitchell) was a member of the
Government which began this system,
and he ought not to be very pro-
nounced in bis determination as to
what ought to be done the very first
evening of the discussion. His atten-
tion had not been directed to this mat-
ter until this evening. The hon. the
Finance Minister had meant that this
was more a domestic matter than
almost anything else, as the House
exercised a close surveillance over its
own affairs. The Committee which
the hon. member for Charlevoix pre-
sided over in 1868, was a Committee
appointed by the House to supervise
and correct the salaries as they then
cxisted.

IR. BOWELL: It was a Standing
Coirnmttee of the House.

MR. MACKENZIE said it was a
Government Committee, which was
'lpecially instructed to go on with this
business, and it presented a special
report, which was discussed, and the
reo(rrnendation ado pted. The hon.
'mlemo ber for Northumberland had raised
' Joint which would no doubt be im-
portant to every one in the House as
we1 as the Government; but he could
hardly expect that the Finance Min-lýter Would be pi epared at once to
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adopt bis views, or give a decided
opinion as to what ought to ho done in
the matter. Unquestionably, they had
a right to reduce the salaries if they
pleased; but would it be fair or just to
do so? Some degree of consideration
for them should be exercised, and an
impartial enquiry should ho made into
the matter. No doubt the sane rule
which applied to one branch should
apply to all the other branches of the
public service; still, there were some
officers, including the engineers for
public works, who were not included
in this superannuation fund, because
they were not considered permanent,
though, to all practical purposes, they
were as permanent as other officers.
These anomalies migbt almost be called
the curiosities of the service, and they
should be seriously considered with the
view of introducing a general reorga-
nization at a future date, when all the
officers might be placed as nearly as
possible on an equai footing.

Ma. MITCHELL said the hon. the
Premier was mistaken in saying that
the subject was introduced by him
(Mr. Mitchell). He certainly, however,
had spoken with regard to it after it
had been introduced by another gen-
tlieman. He accepted the statements
made by the Premier frankly, as they
were put forward, and hoped the griev-
ance complained of would be rectified.

Ma. BLANCHET said he did not
think there would be much opposition
to this item; at the same time he was
glad the Government had assumed the
responsibility of the vote, He would
not discuss the law of superannuation,
which was a very beneficial one, and
must commend itself to all. The pub-
lic certainly could not complain of a
man receiving superannuation after,
perhaps, thirty years' service, when he
had regularly contributed to that fund
out of his own salary for many yearh.

Ma. BOWELL said the hon. gentle-
man's whole argument referred to those
from whose salaries deductions were
made for superannuation, but that bad
nothing to do with the class of cases
under consideration, which, to al1 in-
tents and purposes,was one of pensions.
The system which prevailed at present
of p!acing the management of the
House in the hands of the Speaker and
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four members of the Privy Couneil
was the same as that in England ; but,
if an hon. member, at any period of
the Session, desired a Committee to in-
vestigate the affaire of the H1ouse and
see whether some reduction or advance
which the Commission had not taken
into consideration should not be made,
his request was generally granted.

Ma. BLANCHET said ho understood
the difference between the cases, and
he was glad the Premier had under-
taken the responsibility of this
special matter, because this was not a
case in which superannuation was to
be maintained out of the salaries of
officers generally.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said that, on
the 18th June, 1872, the then authori-
ties resolved " that all the salaries
shall be paid to the officers "and ser-
vants respectively without any deduc-
tion for the Superannuation Fund,
and that the charges of 4 per cent. per
annum required for that fund, shall be
paid by the accountant extra the pay."
That resolution was carried into effect,
though it only appeared in the Esti-
mates for 1873-4, and continued in
force up to the present time.

Mia. LANGEVIN said that conces-
sion was made because the officials
of the House did not participate in the
bonus given in the form of increase
to other publie servants.

Ma. MACKENZIE : No bonus was
given.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: No; not in
1872.

Ma. LANGEVIN said ho meant
187.3-4. The salaries of the officers of
the House were, in 1870 or 1871, re-
duced by the Committee of Contingen-
cies, of which ho was Chairman, and,
in some cases, these salaries were
reduced by 25 per cent. It was subse-
quently resolved that, in their case,this
remission of 4 per cent. should be al-
lowed; afterwards that was reduced to
2 per cent., the Government taking the
responsibility of the measure. He was
in favour of a superannuation allowance
being given to all public servants, be-
cause itwas an incentive to them to per-
form their duties faithfully. If Judges,
after holding office for twelve or fifteen

Ma. BOW LL.

years, received two-thirds of their sa-
aries-in some eases as much a,
$4,000-surely a person who had been
in the service ot the Dominion for
thirty years, was entitled to some
suall superannuation.

Vote agreed to.

47. Grant to Parliamentary Library,
including $3,000 for Law Books ..$10,0

In reply to Mr. LANGEVIN,
MR. CARTWRIGHT said be could

not tell for how many years this grant
of $3,000 for law books would be
required ; that would be a question for
the legal members of the Ilouse to
decide. He understood that a consider-
able number of law books was wanting
to make the library as complete as it
ought to be for gencral convenience.
He thought that vote would have to
be in perpetuo, or at least for many
years to cc me.

Ma. BABY said the vote of
$3,000 should be continued for some
vears on account of adeficiency which
still existed in the legal part of the
library. For a number of years that
portion had been completely neglected,
and a Joint Committee of the House
and the Senate came to the conclusion
that means should be found to
purchase certain books necessary to
complete the library. Of course, that
could not be done in a single Session,
and the vote would have to ho spread
over a certain number of years.

MR. LANGEVIN said the library
was very deficient in certain books-
the statutes of the Dominion for
example-which, although sought for
repeatedly,could but rarely be obtainOed
Another point in which the library
was deficient, was in legal text-book:
He thought that for the purpse, of
reference two copies of these tet-
books should be provided.

MR. BABY said it very often hap
pened that members obtained boob
from the library and neglected to re-
turn them, so that it might happen
that, although in some instances there
were five or six copies of the sae
work, not one of those copies could be
found in the library.

Ma. JONES (South Leeds) said that
he thought other interests, as Well M
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-hose of law, should be well repre-
sented in the library. H1e had occasioni
to refer to an agricultural work which
had been published for a great number
of years, but found that the work had
not been purchased since 1873, and be
desired to see the volume for 1877.
le thought that the library should
contain more text-books with reference
to agriculture.

MR. BLANCHET said ho knew i t
was a difficult matter for the Library
Committee to please all in their selec-
tion of books but, generally speaking,
on all branches of literature, science
and art, we had a fine library. The
muemibers of the House generally had
several times been invited to offer sug.
gestions as to what books should be pur-

chased, and such a case as that referred
to by the hon. member for Leeds could
easily be remedied.

MR. MASSON said he agreed with
the hon. the Finance Minister that the
library should be as complete as pos-
sible, but there was one branch which
was a particular feature in other large
libraries that was here wanting, viz. :
manuscripts, of which there were few
in this library. There were a number
«f valuable and interesting manuscripts
in the various Departments, and if
room could not be found for them in
the library, or if Government objected
to the documents being removed, a
good catalogue of the information
they contained should be found in
the library. As to agricultural books,
he thought they had as good a collec-
tion as could be met with.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said, perhaps,
;t would meet the views of the
hon. member for Terrebonne (Mr.
Masson) if they had a good

atalogue made of these manu-scripts; and, secondly, as undoudtedly
some of them were of value, these
Itight be duplicated by one of the offi-
Cers of the library. lie was afraid
that, as matters now stood, the amount

Pf space at their disposal was getting
Slimited that these manuscripts to

which the hon. gentleman referred
Could not be stored in the library if
they aniounted to any number.

Ra. BABY said greater care should
taken in the purchasing -of books.

The librarian seemed to leave it entire-
ly to the printers and publishers, and
his correspondents in London, Edin-
burgh, and elsewhere, and many of the
books now in the Library were com-
pletely worthless.

MR. MITCHELL said ho would like
to know whether this estimate of
$3,000 for law books was to be put
upon the country year after year;
whether it was put in by the Library
Commitee, and on what authority, and
whose advice they expended.that sum.

Ma. MACKENZIE said it was not
the Committee, it was the Librarian,
and of course ho had immediate means
of becoming aware of the views of the
Committee during the present Session,
and was also made aware of the defi-
ciencies by the Judges connected with
the Supreme Court, and other legal
authorities. In that way ho was en-
abled to make an estimate of the pro-
per amount required to find the
books that were still required to
complete a good legal library. It
was a matter of the utmost importance,
that in a country where there were few
other large libraries, there should be a
good library in the Parliament Build-
ings. In Toronto there was an excep-
tionally fine law library ut Osgoode
Hall, superior, as yet, to the one bere.
It was important that they should have
in the Parliamentary Library all the
text books, law reports, and other legal
books which were constantly required
in referonce to cases which were to be
tried before the Courts. That large
amount would not be required after
next year, and the law library, with
the exception of the current law litera-
ture, would be complete.

Ma. PLUMB said it was complained
that the library did not supply suffi-
cient accommodation, and yet ephe-
moral works of fiction, by authors who
had never been heard of, were allowed
to accumulate. le thought greater
discrimination should be exercised in
the choice of books.

Ma. LANGEVIN said that, in the
days of the late Administration, they
had the whole French archives from
1871, and these might be collected with
the manuscripts to which the hon.
member for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson)

Supply. [A-Ra1n 9, 1878.]



1830 Supply.

had referred. Ard if they could not
be placed in the library, 'perhaps a
large room might be found for their
reception in the western block. He
might add that it had been suggested to
him that the library was deficient in
medical works.

Vote agreed to.

48. Salaries of officers (additional)
and contingencies of library
18z8-9....................... $5,000

MR. CARTWRIGHT said this in-
crease of 81,500 was required to pro-
vide two additional messengers, who
were paid a somewhat larger salary
than ordinary messengers, as they
were employed to some extent in a
literary capacity, having occasionally
to discharge the duties of the other
officers when absent.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he had fre-
quent occasion to refer to the officers
of the library, and found that they per-
formed their duties with great care,
and it would be difficult to tind a bet-
ter staff.

Vote agreed to.

49. Printing and binding and dis-
tributing the laws.... ......

50. To meet the estimated expenses
in connection with consolida-
tion of the laws..............

$12,000

$8,000

MR. LAFLAMME said the gentle-
man who had been connected with the
consolidation of the Statutes of Ontario
had been selected by the Department
to prepare the work of consolidation of
the Statutes of all the Provinces.

MR. LANGEVIN: Who is he and
what is his salary ?

Mit. LAFLAMME: Mr. Lancton,
Toronto.

MR. BLAKE said he had made the
arrangements. Mr. Lancton would
be paid at the same scale for the same
services which he had performed for
Ontario. He was paid, if his memory
served him right, at the rate of $4 per
day; six hours work to constitute a
day. His salary for continuous ser-
vice would amount to about $1,200 per
year.

MR. LANGE-VIN.

51. Printing, Printing Paper, and
Book-bînding................. $70,00

52. Contingencies of the Clerk of
the Crown in Chancery ..... $1,20

53. Miscellaneous Printing ...... $2,O00(

VIII.-ARTS, AGRICULTURE AND STATISTICS.

54. To neet expenses in connection
with the care of the Archives. $3,000,

MR. BABY said there were in the
British Museum and in the Marine
Department in Paris large and interest-
ing collections of manuscripts with
respect to the early history of this
country. In the State Libraries of
Boston, New York and other cities,
copies of some of those manuscripts
were found. The Canadian Govern-
ment had sent two officers-one to
England and the other to France-to
ascertain what would be necessary to
be copied, and they had made very
valuable and interesting reports,whicn
had been laid before Parliament. At
his (Mr. Baby's) suggestion, the hon.
the Minister of Finance had promised
that a certain sum should be set apart
and gentlemen appointed to visit the
British Museum and the Marine De-
partment at Paris to obtain copies of
those manuscripts. The most valu-
able collections were the "Dorchester
papers" and another batch of papers
which related to the early constitutional
history of English rule in this coun-
try. He hoped the hon. Minister
would be able to promise that an officer
would be sent out during next summer
to make such selections as were neces.
sary.

MR. CARTWRIGHT : I understand
from the bon. Minister of Agricultural
and Statistics that a very considerable
quantity of documents is expected to
arrive within a few days. I under-
stand him to say they have been pre-
pared in Paris by one of the gentle-
men to whom the hon. member had
referred. I also understand that copies
are at this moment being made both in
London and in Paris, I pres ume, of
some of the documents the hon. mem-
ber has just alluded to. There can be
no doubt, a8 I have more than once
stated, that it is very desirable that
we should have these inanuscripts in
our own custody. I know myself, hav-
ing had occasion to make research of
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documents from the period of the
Treaty of Paris down to 1792, there
is great difficulty in obtaining any re-
liable information, and that anything
that will throw light on that period
cannot fail to be, not only
interesting but important, with a view
to any future history of this country
that may be compiled. The matter is
in hands at this instant.

Mi. LANGEVIN said that in ad-
dition to the valuable manuscripts mon-
tioned by the hon. member for Joliette
as being in the British Museum and
at Paris, ho understood that at
Halifax there were very important
documen ts relating to the early history
of Canada under the French régime, and
that if an officer were employed there
during a few months, ho woulk be able
to prepare a valuable collection of
manuscripts for the Parliamentary
Library. If there was a special
library for manuscripts, many per-
sons in the different Provinces
who possessed manuscripts would be
willing to deposit them and hand them
over to the Dominion. He (Mr. Lan.
gevin) had a valuable manuscript of the
early history of this country under
English rule, which ho would be pre-
pared to deposit, if such an arrange-
nient were made.

Vote agreed to.

55. To meet expenees in connec-
tion with the organization of the
Patent Record............ $7,200

In reply to Mr. Pop (Compton),
Ma. MACKENZIE said that $8,000

was expended on the Patent Record
last year. It had been found that the
grant must be increased or the publi-
cation cease, whieh was not desira-
ble.

In reply to Mr. LANGEVIx,
MR. CARTWRIGHT said the num-

ber of patents issued was 1,382 for the
calendar year 1876, and 1,353 for the
calendar year 1877.

Mit. MACKENZIE: That simply
Imeans whether we will raise the price
of patents or not. We cannot charge
Imore than the law provides for.

Ma. POPE (Compton) said that the
Pnce was fixed by law, and in accord-
ance with a sort of rociprocity be-

tween this country and the United
States and other countries; and the
prices had been regulated accordingly.
If they met people in the spirit they
desired, they could not very well fix
the price much above the price settled
upon in these other countries.

Ma. TUPPER said ho did not un-
derstand that the object of this publi-
cation was to advertise patents for
patentees.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: No.
Ma. TUPPER said that its only ob-

ject was to give information to the
whole country, and to make inventors
acquainted with existing patents in
order that they might not uselessly
waste their energies. He thought
that it was also valuable in stimulating
the inventive disposition which tended
in a great measure to the produc-
tion of labour-saving machines which
were valuable to the whole country.
He did not regard it as of service
to inventors simply.

MR. POPE (Compton) said that a
large amount of this expenditure was
paid by fees. Last year 757 patents
were taken out in the United States
and 533 in Canada. In fact, the reve-
nue derived from patents defrayed all
the expenses of the Patent Record, and
almost all the expenses connected with
the Department of Agriculture.

Vote agreed to.

56. To meet expenses in connection with
the preparation of Criminal Sta-
tistica............... ...................... .... $5,000

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that this
was provided for by the Act of 1875 or
1876. le fancied that very little of
the vote had been expended in 1876-7.

Ma. BLAKE said that the organiza-
tion of this system took place in
October before last. Ie thought that
the expenditure would appear in the
statement for this financial year. He
believed that this money was not ex-
pended last year. October last would
complote the first year. le thought
that the Act provided for the return
being laid before Parliament annually.
He had been responsible for recom-
mending the passage of the Act, and
ho confessed he did not articipate any
great results for the first year. Such
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returns were very incomplete at the
outset. Their plan was to arrange
with such other Provinces as either
had inaugurated or would inaugurate
a system of statistics, and supply in-
formation as far as it went. A very
satisfactory system existed in Ontario,
and a tolerably satisfactory one, he be-
lieved, in the Province ot Quebee. He
could not say how this system had
turned out.

MR. MACKENZIE said that the re-
sults had not been very complete; but
it was hoped that, before Parliament
rose, the Department would be able to
place before the House the results up
to a very late period. A good deal of
difficulty had been experienced in get-
ting the Act into operation, and it be-
came impossible to obtain the informa-
tion in such a shape that it could be
presented to Parliament early in the
Session; and it was not yet completed,
though nearly so.

MR. LANGEVIN: What arrange-
ments were made?

MR. MACKENZIE said that, in the
first year, an elaborate table, giving
the form the statistics should assume,
was prepared, and communication was
then had with the members of the
Local Governments, and means were
thus taken to secure the statistics re-
quired. All this had taken a great
deal of time. Blanks had to be printed
and distributed, and the returns, of
course, for the first year, necessarily
came in slowly. Many had to be re-
turned, and more correct information
obtained.

MR. LANGEVIN : Has a portion
of this money to be paid to the Local
Governments ?

Ma. MACKENZIE : Yes ; certain
fees are paid to parties who collect
this information.

MR. BLAKE said that the Act
provided for a scale of fees which
might be paid to the officers with
which the Government communicated
directly. The Government could also
pay a lump sum by arrangement to
the Local Governmentsto be expended
in the same manner.

MR. TUPPER said he thought that
this was the pioper opportunity to
diaw the attention of the bon. the

Mn. BLAKE.

First Minister to the great import-
ance of extending this statistical sys-
tem to other branches. He could not
see why it was not equally important
to have vital statistics relative to the
proper registration of births, marriages
and deaths, and the collection of other
vital statistics bearing on the condition
of the country. This was a matter of
very great moment. He believed that
a system of vital statisties, showing
as it would the great salubrity of our
climate, would be attended with great
benefit, and be valuable in inducing
people in other countries to take up
their residence here. He also wished
to draw the attention of the bon. the
Minister to what ho regarded as a dis-
tinct breach of faith on the part of the
Government with the Province of
Nova Scotia. This Province had pro.
vided by law for a system of birth,
marriage and death registration, which
was tolerably efficient at the time
of Confederation. The collection of
statistics, under the Confederation
Act, was made the sole duty of
the general Government, and in
conformity with this provision, the
Department of Statistics for Nova
Scotia was transferred to the Dominion
Government. This service was carried
on under the late and the present Gov-
ernment. The latter, moreover, had
superannuated the officer in charge of
the Department and appointed a suc-
cessor, who, a few years ago, was also
superannuated, with two ,clerks. A
heavy charge was thus made to de-
volve upon the country, and the work
itself was abandoned and allowed to
fall into desuetude. He thought that
this was just ground of complaint, be-
cause he held that it was not within
the right of the Government to dis-
pense with a service provided for by
law in any of the Provinces of the
Dominion, and which, under the Con-
federation Act, devolved upon the
general Government. The consequence
was, that in the whole Province of
Nova Scotia, at this moment, there
were no means of collecting the regis-
trations of births, marriages and
deaths; and its people could not have
recourse to records which were at that
time connected with matters of the
most serious import. He felt that he
would not be discharging his duty if
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le did not, on behalf of the Province
of Nova Scotia, enter this complaint,
and, as a member of the House, draw
the attention of the Government to the
ijportance of having some better sys-
tei devised in order to deal with the
very important question of vital sta-
tistics.

MR. MACKENZIE said that no one
disputed the general proposition that
it was extremely desirable to have a
general statistical system. On the
other hand, they had in Ontario a sys-
tem of vital statisties carried on by the
Local Government, and the Constitu-
tional Act did not prohibit the Local
Governcnts from doing this. In the
Province of Quebec thero was
a parochial system of statistics under
local authority. The system in On-
tario was very expensive and com-
plete. It took aavantage of the
municipal organization. In Nova
Scotia such a system had been carried
on to a certain extent, but it was
of no use as it was. It had no coun-
terpart in any other Province; and,
while it was desirable to have a general
system, it becane quite clear that a gen-
eral system of vital statistics could not
be inaugurated without organizing the
entire Dominion in such a way as
would, certainly, cost a very large,
sum per annum; and the Government
had felt that, at a time when the re-
venue was deficient, it would ho impro-
per to undertake a work which would
cost, no doubt, not less than 8200,000
a year, to do it effectually, ard proba-
bly a good deal more-probably a
quarter of a million. In Ontario the
systern cost a very large sum. His
impression was that the expenditure
under this heatl was $50,000 or $60,000,
but he did not know the exact figures.

MR. POPE (Compton): This system
is very mncomplete.

R. MACKENZIE said that it was
apparently complote, but in practical
reults, no doubt, it was very incnm-
plete. It would require a largely
increased expenditure to make the5ystem as complote as was required.
The chief difficulty was found in re-
gard to enforcing it in the rural dis-
tricts. Two years ago, the Local
Groverinment had taken larger powers
in this relation, and, since then, the

system had been very considerably
improved. In many districts it was
now considered tolerably complete in
its practical results. He had no doubt
at all that the tino had not yet come
when they could venture upon organ-
izing the whole country in this direce-
tion. It was a difficult country to so
organize, though some districts were
provided with the parochial system, or
small municipal divisions, but a large
poition of the country was not divided
into anything smaller than counties,
and had none other save municipal
organization, and this in a very imper-
feet condition. Such a system would
require a very careful system of sub-
division, and a very large army of
officers to secure complote returns.

MR. LANGEVIN said that the sys-
tom of registering births, marriages,
and deaths in the Province of Quebec,
was quite perfect, and it had continued
for many years.

MR. BLANCHET: We can never
have anything better.

MR. LANGEVIN said he regretted
very much that Ontario, which had
organized a very unsatisfactory sys-
tem, had not adopted that of the Pro-
vince of Quebec, which was both
excellent and economical. It required
a very slight expenditure. The regis-
tration of births, marriages and deaths
was made in Toronto, and the large
towns of Ontario, in accordance with
the law and the facts. If the Govern-
ment would examine the Quebec system
they would find that it was a good one,
It would cost nothing like quarter of a
million. He would certainly advise
their friends in future to adopt the
Quebec system, which worked admir-
ably. It could, moreover, be inaugurat-
ed at a slight expense in the larger
Provinces, as a beginning, and then
extended to other portions of the
Dominion.

MR. MACKENZIE: The Provincial
Legislatures have control over matters
relating to property and civil rights.
Under that, they arrange their muni-
cipal system, and require statisties re-
Ierring to municipal affairs, agricul-
tural products, and everything con-
nected with property. They have a
right to make a registration of births,
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because that affects the rights of the
people. They are also, by the same
ruIe, entitled to provide a systein of
vital statistics.

Ma. TUPPER :I have no desire to
question the right of Provinees to have
any system of statistics they may de-
sire, but I maintain that the Confeder-
ation Act imposes the duty of dealing
with the question of statistics in this
Dominion exclusively on this Parlia-
ment.

Ma. MACKENZIE: No.
Ma. T UPPER: The 91st Section of

the Act of Confederation, which deals
with the distribution of legislative
power, says, among other matters :

" Notwithstanding anything in this Act,
the exclusive legislative authority of the
Parliament of Canada extends to all matters
coning within the classes of subjects enum-
erated-the Public Debt and Property, the
Postal Service, the Census and Statistics."

Everybody who knows what is em-
braced in the Census, must know that
it covers the whole ground of vital sta-
tistics.

Mi. MACKENZIE: Does the hon.
gentleman say we are acting illegally
in Ontario?

MR. TUPPER: Whatever the Pro-
vince of Ontario or Quebec may do,
the duty of dealing with the question
of vital statistics for this Dominion de-
volves on this Parliament under the
Confederation Act. We have three
classes of subjects for legislation. One
class is exclusively placed within the
power of this Parliament; another
class is distinctly and exclusively
placed within the power of the LocalLegislatures; and a third class com-
prises a class of subjects regarding
which both may legislate. Take, for
instance, the question of immigration.
We can deal with that, but the Local
Legislatures, under the Union Act,
have also power to deal with the sub-
ject. I will not raise the question as
to the legality of the Province of On-
tario dealing with vital statistics; it is
a delicate one to raise. But I say that,
in any case, the duty is imposed on
this Parliament. I differ from the
statement that the system in-
augurated in Nova Scotia in
1864 was a useless one; it was im-

MR. MA€KENZIE.

proved year by year, and finally com-
mended itself to the country. It was
not carried out so perfectly, perhaps, ai
might have been desired ; but, as far as
the registration of births, marriages,
and deaths was concerned, it was very
efficiently and thoroughly carried out.
This Government, thorefor e, having as.
sumed the responsibility of the Depart.
ment, had no right to abolish it. The
question came up in the Supreme
Court of the Province, and a very
strong and clear decision was given to
the effect that the duty of dealing
with this Department devolved upon
the Dominion Government; and I say
that, under these circumstances, we aie
doing a wrong to the Province so long
as we refuse to provide what we are
bound to supply under the Union Act.
I do not think the expenditure for the
carrying out of a very efficient system
would involve anything like what the
hon. the First Minister seems to con-
template. The subject occupied the
attention of the late Government, and
an estimate, which was submitted,
showed that a very judicious and effi-
cient system could be inaugurated at
an expenditure of $150,000. It is ob-
vieusly necessary that some such
system should be adopted, because
these questions might at any day
become questions of the most vital im-
portance.

Ma. BLAKE said though, as pointed
out by the hon. member for Cumber-
land, this Parliament might have tho
power to deal with the question of vital
statistics, yet it was not bound to do
so. Provincial Legislatures, for in-
stance, had the power given them to
amend their own constitutions, but
they did not require to do so if they
did not choose. The record which the
hon. gentleman spoke of as being of
high consequence to the people of
Nova Scotia was one established, not
for general results, but for details of
dates and names in births, deaths and
marriages.

MaR. CAMERON said the argument
of the hon. member for South Bruce
was scarcely appropriate, namely, that
Local Legislatures had the power to
amend their constitutions, yet were
not bound to do so, and that the
Dominion Government were not there-
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fore bound to colleet the statistics in
question. However, he would allow
that to pass at present. His hon.
friend from Cumberland argued that
it was the duty of the Dominion Gov-
ernment to provide a system of vital
statistics. Now, the fact that Local
Legislatures might have chosen to
assume the responsibility in their own
Provinces was no reason why the
Dominion Legislature should be
exonerated from all responsibility for
the collection of statistics throughout
the whole Dominion. Suppose Ontario,
Quebec and Nova Scotia assumed the
responsibility themselves, and the
Provinces of New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island, British Columbia and
M'nitoba refused, the Dominion Gov-
would be wrong in not providing for
the collection of these statistics which
the Confederation Act had conferred
upon them.

MR. TUPPER: In refer ence to what
has fallen from the bon. member for
South Bruce, I may state that, not only
did the Union Act give the exclusive
power of legislating with regard to
these statistics to this Parliament, but
in 1868 we passed an Act, organizing a
Department of Agriculture, and by
sub-section 6 of section 5, the census
and registration statisties were placed
under the control of that Department.
In section 68, cap. 8 of the Dominion
Act, it is stated: " It is enacted that
all laws or parts of laws inconsistent
with said Act, in so far as
they are inconsistent herewith, are
hereby repealed." In 1867 and
again in 1868, after the passage of the
British North A merica Act, the Logis-
lature of Nova Scotia amended the Act
of 1866 ; but since the Dominion Logis-
lature has exercised this control over
the statistics, I am not aware that the
Local Legislature has ever interfered.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said it was
qfite clear we were not in aposition at
the present moment to incur an ex-
penditure of $150,000, and, however
the hon. gentleman's conscience might
prick him now, it did not do so in
1874.

Ma. TUPPER said the hon. gentle-
man was mistaken, as a vast amount of
information had thon been obtainedwith
the view of establishing or organizing

a general system of vital
the whole country.

statistics for

MR. CARTWRIGHT: We cannot
undertake it now.

Vote agreed to.

57. Expenses in connection with the
Paris Exhibition.............. $25,000

MR. CARTWRIGHT said it would
be necessary to supplement that vote,
and an amount would be placed in the
Supplementary Estimates.

M. MITCHELL: How mueli more
is required ?

Mi. CARTWRIGHT said that from
$75,000 to $100,000 would be needed.

MR. MITCHELL: It is a dear
morsel.

MR. CART WRIGHT said if pages 10
and 11 of the report of the Minister of
Agriculture wore referred to, it would
be found that a considerable quantity
of goods had been sent from Canada,
and that a trophy had been erected in
a very conspicuous place at the exhi-
bition. Commissioners had been ap-
pointed, and they were now actively
engaged in the discharge of their
duties.

Ma. CAMERON said when the Com-
mission was sent out to Australia very
great injustice was done to the Pro-
vince of Ontario. If ho recollected
aright, there were 113 exhibitors from
Ontario and 13 from Quebec; yet the
Commissioners were sent from the
latter Province, incapable as they were
of explaining anything about the wants
or the products of Ontario. He wished,
therefore, to know who were to com-
pose the Paris CommissiOD ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT said the com-
mission appointed consisted of Sir
John Rose, Mr. J. Gordon Brown, Mr.
T. C. Keefer and Mr. Drolet. Mr.
Keefer acted as executive officer and
he believed was the only one of the
number who received any emolument.
As for the other matter, the hon. gen-
tleman who spoke was probably aware
that Hon. John Young, who acted as
Commissioner in Australia, was a gen-
tleman who was, perhaps, as well qua-
lified as any man in the Dominion to-
do justice to every interest in the Do-
minion. He doubted if a man could
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be found more energetic ard more
earnestly desirous of promoting the
prosperity of the country than the
Hon. John Young. Everyone knew
that ho was not only enthusiastic in
relation to everything connected with
the general development of this coun-
try, but ho was a man possessed of
special qualifications for pushing our
manufactures in foreign countries, as
lie had a most extensive acquaintance
with the mercantile matters of the
Dominion. He was perfectly certain
that the hon. gentleman (Mr. Came-
ron) stood alone in thinking that there
was any fouindation for the Euspicion
that l1r. Young could do anything
against the interests of Ontario, or
any other portion of the Dominion.

MR. DYMOND said there had not
been a single manufacturer of Ontario
who had complained of Mr. Young,
and it was rather unfortunate, know-
ing Mr. Young's position at the pre-
sent time, that the hon. gentleman
should endeavour to cast a slur upon
his name.

MR. CAMERON said that the state
,of health in which Mr. Young now
was, rendered him unwilling to pur-
sue the discussion. He did not say
that the gentleman did not possess the
eloquence, the ability and a large
amount of general knowledge_ noces-
sary to enable him to discharge the
<duties of Commissioner at the Austra-
lian Exhibition, but he did complain
that there were not more representa-
tives from Ontario, in proportion to
the large preponderance of exhibitors
from that Province. He asked with
regard to the Commission to the
Paris exhibition, whetherjustice would
be done to the exhibitors from
-Ontario, in proportion with other Pro-
vinces. He thought they should have
a Commissioner specially representing
the manufacturing interests of Ontario.

MR. JONES (South -Leeds) said he
thought the appointment of the Hon.
John Young to the Sydney Exhibition
was a good and proper one, and he did
not think any sectional feeling should
be shown with regard to it. It was of
no importance where the man came
from, if he discharged his dLty effi-
.ciently.

MR. CARTWR[GrT.
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MR. MITCHELL said he had nothing
whatever to say against the apjpoint-
ment of Mr. Young; ho thought he was
a very proper and fit man to re present
the trade and commerce of the Domin-
ion, and the remarks of the menber
for North York (Mr. Dymond) were
quite unnecessary. Referring to the
Commission to the Paris Exhibition,
they found that there was Sir John
Rose, forsooth; he had always been in
everything connected with Canada. It
was said ho never got any pay, but the
pay was there all the same. It ap-
peared there were two from the Pro-
vince of Ontario, Mr. Keefer and Mr.
Gordon Brown; Sir John Rose was
from London, he represented nobody
except himself; and the Minister of
Agriculture the Province of Quebec.
Now they were going to spend $100,000
in this matter. Mr. Gordon Brown
happened to be going over on his own
business.

MAR. MACKENZIE • And at his own
expense.

MR. MITCHELL said he knew noth-
ing about that. Mr. George Brown
went down to Washington at his own
expense, and they found out afterwards
what that meant. He had no objection
to Mr Drolet; ho had some acquain-
tance with the French; but why Mr.
Keefer. And why should the whole
Eastern Provinces be ignored. The
sum likely to be expendod was entirely
out of proportion with what we ought
to pay, and not one of the men pro-
posed had the confidence of the coun-
try.

MR. BERTRAM asked the nature of
the arrangements made with regard to
the Paris Exhibition, and whether the
Government held themselves liable to
any damage or loss of the goods exhi-
bited.

Ma. MACKENZ[E said they took
the goods to Paris, but did not under-
take to bring them back. Where the
Government found an unwillingness tO
send exhibits, articles which they
thought ought to be exhibited had been
purchased, rather than that there should
be a deficiency in their exhibits. This
was not done to a large extent, as they
found people ready to exhibit.
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Ma. CARTWRIGHT said $25,000
was all that was required for immedi-
ate expenditure. The House had been
told that $25,000 would probably not
suffice, as was apparent to anyone
acquainted with exhibitions of that
kind. They had nearly spent the
$25,000 up to date, and in the ensuing
three months would probably require
$30,000 more.

Ma. CA MERON: Is there any salary
to be paid to Commissioners ?

MR. CARTWRTGHT : Mr. Keefer
is paid a salary.

MR. MITCHELL: What salary does
he get ?

MR. MACKENZIE: $500 per
month. Mr. Keefer had been selected
for various reasons. He was well
known as an eminent engineer, and
had a fair acquaintance with both the
Gorman and French languages, and
was suited in every way to meet the
requirements of the position.

MR. ORTON said steps should be
taken to make the Paris Exhibition
much more satisfactory to Canadian
exhibitors than the Sydney Exhibition
had been. 'The information with re-
gard to the latter, and to the prospects
of trade between the two countries
had been of a very meagre character.

Ma. WOOD said, to his knowledge,
very many orders had been received
for farming implements and machinery
Of varions kinds in Canada, for ship-
ment to that colony. The results had
been most satisfactory, and an inter-
change of traie had sprung up which
would develop beyond expectations.

Ma. ORTON said an exhibitor in
his county had sent a plough and had
never since been able to hear what
had become of it, although he had
written to the Department. Other
exhibitors had also complained of lack
of information.

MR. PLUMB said he had reliable
information that exhibitors had no
hope of opening up a trade with Aus-
tralia. Many of them had not re-
ceived 50c. in the dollar on the value
of 'their goods. Canada could not
cOmpete in that market with that over-
protected country the United States.
The Sydney Exhibition had proved a

disastrous one to Canadian exhi bitors,
and unless steps were taken to make
the Paris Exhibition more advantage-
ous, it would also prove very unfortu-
nate in its results, as far as they were
concerned.

Ma. POPE (Compton) said he hoped
matters would be better managed at
Paris thqn at Philadelphia. At the
latter exhibition, a friend of his had
been awarded the first prize for a very
handsome horse, as a trotting horse,
against all other horses exhibited.
Although he had been awarded the
prize, ho never received it. On applica-
tion to Mr. Perreault, he was told that
the prizes had all been given before
the horse had been examined at all.

MR. MACKENZIE said one large
expenditure had been incurred, which,
aithough intended primarily for the
exhibition, would prove of great service
afterwards. A large map of Canada
had been propared, at a cost of several
thousand dollars, which was, in fact,
the first complote map they ever had
of the British possessions in America.
It showed not merely the geograpby but
the topography of the country, and
had varions lines traced upon it to
show the different kinds of wood, and
of mineral and agricultural lands.

MR. CAMERON asked whether any
complaints had been received concern-
ing Mr. Perreault's administration of
affairs at Philadelphia, and, if any were
received, whether the Government
were satisfied they were unfounded.
They were all aware that, at the
time of the Philadelphia Exhibition,
the newspapers were full of complaints,
couched in the strongest possible lan-
guage, against Mr. Perreault, charging
him with every kind of impropriety in
his administration of the affairs of the
Canadian Department. No doubt those
complaints fonnd their way to the
Government in some official form. If
they did, he wished to know whether
the Governmentinvestigated them, and
were satisfied, on investigation, that
they were unfounded; because, other-
wise, ho could not understand how they
would appoint a gentleman against
whom such a bost of complaints
were levied as were made against
Mr. Perreault, to the position of
Secretary to the Canadian Depart-
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ment of the Paris Exhibition. He
bad not the pleasure of Mr. Per-
reault's personal acquaintance, but,
iudging from the statements in the
newspapers, he was the most unquali-
fied secretary that could possi bly have
been appointed.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that if Mr.
Perreault had been accused, as the
hon. member for Victoria had stated,
with every kind of impropriety, he was
entirely ignorant of it. There were
some complaints made, notably by one
newspaper, which made charges which
were grossly false and calumnious
against Mr. Perreaultand everyone else
connected with the Exhibition. An
attempt was made by some newspapers
to break down the Canadian exhibit at
Philadelphia. Those charges proved
to be totally unfounded. Mr. Perreault
was a gentleman possessed of very
eminent qualifications. He might have
a little brusqueness of manner that
might be troublesome to himself
and others at some times, but it would
be very difficult to find a man with
botter qualifications than Mr. Perreault
possessed to discharge the duties which
he had to perform at Philadelphia. As
Senator Penny had said to him (Mr.
Mackenzie), Mr. Perroault was a
miracle of adaptiveness to the duties of
bis office. The hon. member for Vic-
toria should not take the statements of
newspapers in such matters, especially
the kind of newspapers ho was accus-
tomed to read.

Ma. CAMERON said the hon. the
First Minister had not answered bis
question, which was whether any com-
plaints had been made against Mr.
Perreault ; and, if so, whether they had
been investigated ?

MR. MACKENZIE said he was not
aware of any formal complaint. There
were some letters received from
parties havinggoods there, complaining
they had not received their goods in
time, or something of that sort, and
that they could not get the attention
they asked, and so on; but ho had no
recollection of any specific charge of
impropriety having been made against
Mr. Perreault by any porson.

Ma. CARON said that, outside of
the complaints contained in the papers

Mi. CAMELBON

which were usually read by hon. mem.
bers on the Opposition side of the
House, there ' were several com-
plaints made against Mr. Perreault bygentlemen who attended the Phila-
delphia Exhibition. Having been se-
lected for the Paris Exhibition, he
must be a very proficient man to per-
form the duties which would be incum-
bent upon him as the representative of
Canada in Paris; but, in view of the
complaints which had been made
against that gentleman, it must have
been only after mature deliberation
and investigation of the charges, that
the Government decided to appoint
him to represent Canada.

MR. MACKENZIE said Mr. Per-
rault did not represent Canada at
Paris, which was done solely by the
Executive Commission.

Ma. CARON said he believed the se-
lection of Mr. Keefer was a very good
one, and ho had had some means of
judging of that gentleman's qualifica-
tions. He was a gentleman possess-
ing large engineering knowledge, and
other qualifications, which would
enable him to make a good represen-
tative of Canada. Moreover, ho was
a gentleman who could speak English
and French equally well. But, in re-
gard to Mr. Perreault, ho could only
have been selected by the Government
after they had investigated the charges
made against him-not only by
newspapers, but by gentlemen who
visited Philadelphia, and had opportu-
nities of judging of Mr. Perreault's
merits as Secretary and representative
of Canada at that Exhibition.

Ma. PLUMB said it was scarcely
necessary to point out that the Secre-
tary of the Commission possessed large
powers; and although Mr. Perreault did
not represent Canada, yet, as Secretary,
if he were an active and pertinacious
man, he possessed certain powers
which might make the Commission a
very inharmonious one. That gentlO-
man might be able to do what he was
credibly informed he had done at
Philadelphia to Canadian exhibitors.
He believed the opinion of the Phila-
delphia exhibitors was that Mr.
Perreault's action there was not such as
would justify a renewal of bis commni
sion by the Government on the orc&
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,ion of the Paris Exhibition. There
were universal complaints in regard to
the manner in which that gentleman
had discharged the duties of bis office.
The hon. the First Minister had told
the House that Mr. Perrault was
brusque in manner, which meant that
he was som.ewhat curt and a little
more. That was what an officer in his
position should not be. As the repre-
t.entative active man in the Commis-
sion, who must come in contact with
almost everyone, he was bound to have
a very courteous dismeanour, and if he
were a man of temper or of irritable
disposition, he was the last man who
should be entrusted with the delicate
position he held. His position was an
important one for a short time, and it
was one where a man could abuse bis
power ; ho was amenable to no one,
and when the exhibition was over the
matter was closed. He could be a
tyrant for the time, and if there were
any chance that ho would exer-
cise his power, he was the wrong
man for the position. Although
no formai complaints had been sub-
mitted to the Government, as the hon.
the First Minister had said, neverthe-
less they had received complaints.
It was singular that the Government,
should have appointed a man against
whom there were complaints, a great
many of which the hon. the First Min-
ister could verify, and some of which
could be verified without leaving the
Chamber. However, with tho Govern-
ment rested the responsibility of the
appointment ; they had a majority in
the House and they would use it.

Ma. HOLTON said that Mr. Per-
reault's name having been mentioned
ia very opprobrious terms by hon.
members who had not had an opportun-
ity of knowing that gentleman as ho had,
he felt bound to say a few words in re-
gard to what had been stated. Mr. Per-
reault he had known for many years,
and had had the pleasure of sitting in
Parliament with him for several years.
le was a man of very great ability, of
irreproachable character, and possessed
athorough knowledge of the Province of
Quebec. For the special work Mr. Per-
reault had to do at Philadelphia, and
would have to do in Paris, he ques-
tioned very much if his equal could

be found in the Dominion. He was
particularly adapted for the work; ho
had great organizing talent, great
activity, great industry, perfect com-
mand of the English and French lan-
guages, and was an able man in every
respect; and he (Mr. Holton) felt somo
indignation to hear that gentleman's
naine bandied about in the manner it
had been by hon. members who knew
nothing about him. It was absurd to
say that charges of any gravity had
been made against Mr. Perreault.
It was quite possible ho might have
peculiarities of manner. These pecu-
liarities were very far from being
disagreeable to those who knew him;
but that any charges were made against
him, was quite untrue. No charges
were made against him, none could be
made against him, except the often
unreliable complaints of exhibitors,
who, no doubt, expected a great deal
more attention than could be given to
individual exhibitors, and those com-
plaints were, no doubt, exaggerated in
the Press. But, on the whole, know-
ing Mr. Perreault as ho did, and know-
ing the diligence with which he had
performed his very onerous duties at
Philadelphia, and in preparing for the
exhibition there throughout the coun-
try, ho would repeat that he doubted
very much whether the Government
would have found, in the whole length
and breadth of the country, another
man as well adapted for the work as
this much-abused Mr. Perreault.

MR. PALMER enquired as to how
late a period goods could be forwarded
to the Paris Exhibition ?

MR. MACKENZIE said the time had
expired.

MR. PALMER asked for a state-
ment of the number of exhibitors who
had sent goods.

Ma. MACKENZIE said he would be
able to state the number at a later
sitting of the Committee.

MR. MITCHELL said ho had not
the honour of personal acquaintance
with Mr. Perreault, but ho had the
faculty of ascertaining what public
opinion was; and from the statements
which had appeared in the public Press,
and the communications of exhibitors,
that feeling of distrust in Mr. Perreault
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existed. He (Mr. Mitchell) was pre-
sent at the Philadelphia Exhibition,
and from the opinions expressed there
rospecting Mr. Perreault, all he had to
say was: " God help Canada if that is
the only perfect man to represent us."
Mr. Perreault was a man thoroughly
unfit for the position, and unfit, espe-
cially, in manner.

Ma. MACKENZ fE: That is not so.
Ma. MITCHELL said bis informa-

tion had been derived from people
who visited Philadelphia. He had
been repeatedly informed in regard
to Mr. Perreault by exhibitors, and
complaint after complaint and ques-
ton after question had been sont to him.
He disagreed with the conclusion at
which the hon. member fo Chateau-
guay (Mr. Holton) had arrived in re-
spect to the manner in which Mr.
Perreault had represented Canada at
the Philadelphia Exhibition.

MR. McGREGOR said he had
visited the Philadelphia Exhibition
during several days and came fre-
(uently in contact with Mr. Perreault,
who he believed was the right man
in the right place; indeed, he found
him to be a gentleman both in his
position at the Exhibition and at lis
own home. He felt proud of Mr.
Perreault as a Canadian, and did so
to-day.

Mn. MITCHELL: Mr. Perreault's
courtesy must have been confined to
gentlemen of the Grit pursuasion.

MR. PALMER said he was an
exhibitor at Philadelphia, and Lis
agent who manufactured for him, com-
plained that Mr. Perreault was exceed-
ingly difficult to approach, and exhibi-
tors were almost afraid of him.

Mi. MACKENZIE said that; in
order to give the House an idea of the
kind ofcomplaints sometimes made of
an individual in Mr. Perreanlt's posi-
tion, he might say that one of the lead-
ing newspapers in the Province of
Ontario, supporting hon. gentleman
opposite, characterized Mr. Penny as
" a vulgar, illiterate, ignorant fellow,"
whilst he was one of the most cultivat-
ed, best educated and best informed
gentlemen in Canada, a man
who was utterly incapable of
any impropriety of conduct. Yet

MR. MITCBELL.

such was the attempt made by
newspapers in Ontario to make politi-
cal capital by any attacoks on the Gov.
ernment or on those associated with
the Government, that they were will.
ing to elaracterize the Chief Commis.
sioner in that low, abominable manner,
and a very great deal of that same
spirit was exhibited towards Mr. Per-
reault; not because there was any fault
to find with him as a general rule-
though he (Mir. Mackenzie) did not
say there might not have been cause for
complaint-but because they thouglht
they could accomplish their object by
abusing the servants of the Govern-
ment there.

MR. PLUMB said he objected to the
term used by the hon. member foi
Chateauguay, who had defended Mr.
Perreault. The hon. gentleman said
opprobrium had been cast upon this
official. He had not, up to this time,
heard anything save the courteous
enquiry of the hon. member for Vic-
toria, who always addressed the House
within the strictest bounds of parlia-
mentary courtesy and decorum. H1e
(Mr. Plumb) need not have gone
twenty feet from where he was to
prove conclusively the point he had
made. He had said nothing against
this man, whom he did not know. No
personal consideration entered into
his discussion of the subject. It was
claimed that Mr. Perreault was unfit
for the delicate and very responsible
position which he had held, and it was
a mere question of Mr. Perreault's fit-
ness for this position.

MR. BOWELL said that the questionl
with reference to the appointment of
Commissioners and the Secretary was
he thought, a very fair subject for dis-
cussion under this item. With regard
to the conduct at the Philadelphia
Exhibition of this gentleman nOW
under consideration, he coild say that,
so far as he was personally conccrned,
his experience of this gentleman Was
precisely of the same character as that
of the hon. member for Essex. Ie
was now speaking of his personal in*
tercourse with Mr. Porreault, who bad,
at least, treated him with the utmost
courtesy; but he would do him an In-
justice if he did not say that almost
every Canadian exhibitor with whomn
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he came in contact atPhiladelphiahad
Some complaint to make with regard
to their treatment by Mr. Per-
reault, and when they desired to
obtain any favour from the Commis-
sioners, they took the trouble to ask
certain gentlemen who were there to
«o and intercede for them, in order
that they night secure for their stock
what was absolutely necessary. lie
could understand, and he was quite
satisfied, that this treatment of certain
people, perhaps, arose from want of
knowledge as to what breeders in par-
ticular required to feed and maintain
their stock while they were exhibiting
it in Philadelphia. Being connected
with the Agricultural and Art Asso-
ciation of Ontario, those gentlemen
who knew him (Mr. Bowell) and also
Mr. Morgan, who was there on behalf
of this Association, on many occasions
came to them and they had gone per-
sonally to ask that these breeders
should receive that which they could
not otherwise have obtained,-at least
these gentlemen had stated that it had
been refused them. He was merely
telling what had come under bis own
observation. Mr. Perreault might be all
that the hon. member for Chateauguay
represented; he might be cultivated and
one of the cleverest of men, and fitted
for almost any situation in Canada.

Ma. H1OLTON: I said for that
situation.

MR. BOWELL said that, if so qualifi-
ed, Mr. Perreault had been singularly
unfortunate in leaving the impression
mentioned on the exhibitors, particu-
larly from the Province of Ontario, for
he had not known of a single exhibitor
with whom he had come in contact in
eOnnection with this exhibition, but
who had more or less fault to
find with the treatment he had re-
ceived from Mr. Perreault in dif-
ferent ways. The hon. member for
Chateauguay said that no serious
charges were or could be made against
this officiai, and the hon. the firstMin-
ister. stated that false statements
Were published and attempts made to
break< down the Canadian exhibition.
Hie thought that he had watched the
iiewspapers pretty nearly as atten-

tiVely as Most people, but he had never
obund an article in any paper, no mat-

116

ter on which side of politics, that
could lead one to the conclusion
ihat it desired to injure the Canadian
exhibition. All the articles which
commented on the conduct of the
Commissioners, and the Secretary of
the Commission, had, to his mind, only
one object in view, ani that was to
make the exhibition as great a success
as possible; and he had yet to learn
that the Press or individuals were
bound to eulogize officors who were
conducting work of this kind; and
that, in order to make it a success,
they must therefore indulge either in
platitudes or in flattery. le did not
think that this was at all necessary. It
was truc that charges were made, but
they were made in the public Press by
responsible publishers, and those werc,
moreover, of the most grave character.
It might be truc, as the hon. member for
Chateauguay stated, that these serions
charges were not made to the Govern-
ment. Of this, they had no knowledge;
but, that serious charges were pre-
ferred, everyone who read the jour-
nals, of Ontario in particular, knew to
be a fact. They knew more: that this
gentleman entered, or threatened to
enter, and did enter a suit for libel,
laying claims for heavy damages for
slander. This might be a favourite
mode of trying to silence the Press on
public questions, and to prevent it com-
menting on the acts of publie men.
Mr. Perreault might be like some others
whom they knew, who had been at-
tacked with regard to their reputation,
public and otherwise, through the
journals ofthe country, and had entered
an action against them; although, when
pleas of justification were put in, they
allowed them to remain there for
years, notwithstanding the fact that
these pleas were of the most damaging
character, if true. If these charges
were not true, Mr. Perreault should
have donc what others should have
done-defended his reputation in the
courts of law, and punished those mon
who had had the audacity to charge
him with the crimes that the papers of
Ontario had laid at this official's door.
He used the word " crimes," because
some of these charges were of a very
serious character, and he fancied that
the hon. member for Chateauguay
knew this as well as himself. They
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were, indeed, of so serious a character
as to attribute to Mr. Perreault the
taking of rertain commissions-some-
thing which he would be extremely
sorry to believe him capable of doing
-in addition to the manner in which
he (Mr. Perreault) had treated those
who lad had articles there on exhibi-
tion. He did not say that he had any
personal knowledge of any of these
acts, and he did not know that he
would have risen at all had it not been
for the remarks made, and the high
eulogium passed on that gentleman by
those who knew him better than he
did. He would repeat that, in his per-
sonal intercourse with Mr. Perreault,
the latter had been, r.ot only at Phil-
adelphia, but also here, not friendly,
but most courteous. Whether this was
because be happened to occupy the
position of the hon. member for Essex
he did not know, but he
did net attribute it to this fact.
le had not heard, however, of a
single exhibitor from the Province of
Ontario, who had not some fault to
find ; some of aserious character, some
less so, with Mr. Perreault, and general
grumbling, in this relation, had gone
on amongst those gentlemen who had
taken their articles to that city for
exhibition. He should regret exceed-
ingly, on the part of Canada, if such
treatment were extended to exhibitors
who went to Paris. He did not think
that this would redound much te our
own credit, as certainly it would not to
that gentleman we sent there Io
manage our affairs, whether as Secre-
tary or Commissioner.

Vote agreed to.
58. To meet expenses in connection

with Entomological Commission. $2,000
MR. CARTWRIGHT said the Amer-

ican Government had asked Canada to
assist them to collect information
touching the habits and mode of breed-
ing of those insects which had done
so much harm in the North-West
territory, and as the United States
Government had devoted a considera-
ble sum for that purpose, it was not
desirable that we, who were jointly in-
terested, should appear shabby.

Ma. MITCHELL: I want te know
something about this entomological
business.

MR. BOWELL.

Ma. MACKENZIE said it was pro-
posed to send a commission of enquiry,
accompanied by a scientific man, or
one of our professors, to co-operate
with the American Comissioner.

Vote agreed to.

59. To meet expenses in counection
with Australian Exhibition ...... $5,000.
Mi. CARTWRlIGIHT: This is an

extra sum; $25,000 was previously
voted. I do not think the whole wili
be expended or even required; but it
may be in the recollection of the lion.
gentleman that, by a heavy thunder
storm, a large quantity of goods at the
Sydney Exhibition were destroyed or
seriously damaged, and claims for com-
pensation have been made to the De.
partment of Agriculture. It was
deemed necessary, on that account, to
ask for this vote, though only a smali
part of' it is likely to be required.

Vote agreed to.
Resolutions ordered to be reported.
louse resumed.

Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
Thirty minutes past

one o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 10th April, 1818.

The Speaker took the Chair at
Three o'clock.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Ma. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said
that before the business of the day
began, he was desirous of making a
few remarks in connection with what
he considered a privilege that he pos-
sessed as a member of the House. le
had particular reference to a mattel
which took place yesterday, when he
made application intending to bring
before the lHouse a matter in which
his constituency was, to a certain ex-
tent, interested. He understood, froi
his limited knowledge of parliamentary
law, that when a motion was made to
go into Committee of Supply, it was
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fully competent for any bon. member
to bring forward any notice ho saw fit
to make, which was a matter of in-
terest, either to himself or the country
-at large, or his constituency. With
this object in view, it was his intention
the day previous to have made a few
remarks regarding a matter in which
sone of his constituents were inter-
ested. He held that the hon. member
for Iberville, who subsequently got
the car and floor of the Hlouse, was not
entitled to the precedence accorded
him. He bad looked into the authori-
ties which ho was very desirous
of bringing under the notice of the
Speaker, yesterday, which laid it down,
he thought, pretty clearly, and in a
way which, it seemed to him, admitted
of no doubt that, when the House was
going into Committee of Supply, it
was not necessary that any notice
should be given of any amendment
which might be moved. It seemed to
hin that, in the decision of the
Speaker yesterday, there was con-
founded the rules with respect to no-
tices of motion and those also respect-
ing amendments. He was free to
admit that, in so far as notices of mo-
tion were concerned, it was necessary
to give a certain notice in the way pre-
scribed; but, where amendments were
made on going into Committee of Sup-
ply, it was laid down that the ordinary
rules were not followed in any way.
In May, it was stated that:

"The time for moving a-i amaendment, is
after the question has been proposed bythe Speaker, and before it has been put. It
s custonary and more convenient, but it is
conpeteut for any nember to propose an
amendnent without notice; nor is any other
Imeinber who may have given notice of an
anendment, entitled to precedence on that
account."
It was this quotation which. he was
desirous of reading yesterday when he
rOse to claim what ho considered was
his right. le contended that, under
this authority, he had the right, being
&Ist on the floor, to the ear of the
House, and to a decision from the
Speaker to that effect, and that he was
entitled to be heard. When he brought
this matter before the notice of the
Speaker, the reply was, that, " havingplaeed a notice on the paper, the hon.
mnember from Iberville had a claim on
the attention of the Speaker to which
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an bon. member who bad not
given such notice, was not entitled."
In order to decide this matter, and in
order that other hon. gentlemen might
understand the exact position of affairs
when such an amendment was moved,
he thought it a duty ho owed to him-
self and also to the interests of the
several other members who had spoken
to him about this matter, to bring it
before the iHouse. There was a differ-
ence in the practice, and the rules and
regulations laid down for the guidance
of Parlianient in moving motions and
in putting amendments. He was free
to admit that sometimes, according to
one of the rules of the IHouse of Com-
mons in England, it was found noces-
sary to decide as to who should take
precedence in connection with notices
of motion by ballot; but he took it that
the Speaker's reference to this fact did
not in any way apply, inasmuch as it
was not a notice of motion that b was
bringing before the House, but an
amendment and an amendment only.
When he rose yesterday to obtain a de-
cision from the Speaker in reference to
this matter, ho wished to read certain
authorities that lie thon had under his
hand, because he had thought that
it might be looked upon that the hon.
member for Iberville would claim that,
having given notice, he was entitled to
precedence; but ho regretted to say
that, in a way which seemed to him to
imply a certain lack of courtesy to-
wards himself, ho was prevented from
saying anything at all, and from quoting
his authorities; in fact, Mr. Speaker
decided the matter without giving him
the opportunity of placing himself
right before the House, a privilege to
which ho considered ho was entitled.

MR. HOLTON said he thought there
could be no doubt that his bon. friend
was right as to the practice of the
House-that notice was not required
hore as it was in England; but ho had
understood Mr. Speaker to say that
notice having been given by the hon.
member for Iberville, ho, naturally,
looked in his direction, rather than in
any other direction, when the Order
was called; and this hon. gentleman,
therefore, caught Mr. Speaker'8 oye
first. If his ~hon. friend from Cape
Breton had caught Mi. Speaker's eye
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first, hewould, undoubtedly, have been
in order in moving whatover he pro-
posed to move in advance of the hon.
member for Iberville, notwithstanding
the fact that the latter had given
notice.

Mi. MASSON said his impression
as to what had taken place was not in
accordance with what the hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay stated. le dis-
tinctly understood that, at that
moment, Mr. Speaker believed that
notice having been given, the hon.
member for iberville was entitled to
some regard on this point.

MR. ROCHESTER said bis under-
standing of the matter agreed with
that of the bon. member for Chateau-
guay. He thought that the bon.
mem ber for Cape Breton did not have
a great deal to complain of.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
from Cape Breton bas chosen to make
a statement, and, of course, I did not
see any objection to it, although I do
not know that he was strictly in his
iight. The whole circumstance was
precisely as the hon. member for
Chateauguay has just described it. I
did not say that the fact of the bon. mem-
ber for Iberville having a uotice of
motion on the paper gave him,
lu my opinion, a certain claim on
my attention, not that it gave him a
right of prececence per se, but a claim
on my attention that no hon. member
would have who had not given notice
of motion. When two members are on
their feet, these members' rights
are equal. It is absolutely neces-
sary to choose between the two,
and if any hon. member, when
such selection is made, thinks that
any wrong or injustice is donc if
ho is not chosen, ho will find that
almost everybody will have something
to complain of on that score. My own
desire is to do simple justice to every
hon. member of the louse. I always
regard every bon. member of the House,
on one Bide as well as on the other, as
baving absolutely equal rights.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.-BILL No. 20 J

(Mr. Laflamn:e.)
FIRST READIZ<G•

Ma. LAFLAMME introduced a Bill
(No. 20) To amend the Act respecting

MR. HOL TON.

the election of members of the Hlouse
of Commons. He said its provisions
were intended to do away with the
envelope system, which existed under-
the Dominion law, and to introduce the
practice which prevailed under the
Quebec Act respecting annexes, and
the identification of the ballot, in order
that after a party came to vote it
might be seen that the ballot cast was
the same with the ballot which had
been banded him, and to avoid the po-
sibility of discovering who had voted.
The third provision would oblige the
voter, when this was necessary, to de-
clare on oath that he could not road. oi
use his ballot without assistance. The,
voter would bave to declare that lie
could not read or make bis cross
alone. It bad been found from experi-
once that the liberty given to the
voter in this respect was availed
of for the purpose of detecting the
voter, and of forcing on him this de-
claration. The party selected te act
as agent for a candidate was
sometimes one of the most influential
men in the place, and this fact con-
strained the voter somewhat in regard
to declaring that he could not make his
cross. The voter bad then to go before
this man, who might be bis creditor,
and make his cross in this man's
presence. In other words, this Bill
was intended to make the ballot system
as efficacious as possible.

Mi. BLANCHET: Is any provision
introduced to do away with the deposit
of $50 placed in the bands of the Re-
turning Officer by candidates, or to
increase it ?

MR. LAFLAMME: No.

MR. LANGEVIN said he was pleased
to see that the hon. the Minister of
Justice submitted this Bill. The Quebec
Act was a very fair one, and prevented
a great deal of fraud at elections. There
was one thing which occurred to him
in connection with this measure, and
that was: that the oath imposed would
have to be a short one, because there
would otherwise be a danger of all the
electors not being able to record their
votes on the particular day speciflcd
for that purpose.

MR. LAFLAMME said it consisted
of only two linos, so that no deIY
need be apprehended on that ground.

Act Amendment Bill.
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MR. PLUMB wished to know what
was meant by the numbering of the
bllot papers.

MR. LAFLAMME said the ballot

papers would not be numbered, but
only the annexes, which would be torn
up in the presence of two agents.

MR. PLUMB said if that was the
case, the secrecy of the ballot would
ziot be violated.

1B1il read theftrst tine.

ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

NOTICE Or MOTION.

MR. MACKENZIE: I beg to give
notice that, to-morrow, as soon as the
routine proceedings are over, I will
move an Address to lis Excellency the
Governor-General, expressing the re-
gret this House feels on the occasion of
his terminating hisconnection with the
Government of Canada.

DRILL SHEDS INMANITOBA.

QUESTION.

MR. SCHULTZ enquired, Whether
it is the intention of the Government
to erect drill sheds in the Province of
Manitoba ?

MR. JONES (Halifax) : Some com-
munications are likely to be addressed
to the Department on the subject
shortly and the question may thon be
considered.

CARTRIDGES FOR THE NORTH-WEST
SUPERIVTENDENCY.

QUESTION.

MR. SCHULTZ enquired, For what
purpose were the 20,000 Winchester
Rifle Cartridges required, which were
asked for by Thomas Nixon, Purveyor
for the North-West Superintendency,
ian advertisement for tenders dated
-6th March, 1878, and printed in the
Manitoba Free Press of that date?

MR. MILLS : During the past sea-
N)fn the Indian Chiefs and headmen
l that district, to the number of 46,have been presented with Winchester
rifles, and the ammunition is for thoiruse.

ORDNANCE LANDS INSOULANGES.

QUESTION.

NIR. LANTHIER enquired, Wheth
the Government have disposed of t
Ordnance Lands in the county
Soulanges ; and if so, to whom ?

er,
he
of'

MR MILLS : I may state that no
Ordnance Lands bave been disposed
of in that district.

ACQUISITION OF UNCEDED TERRITrORY
IN THE NORTH-WEST.

QUESTION.

MR. SCHULTZ enquired, Wrhether.
the Government bave taken any steps
to acquire from the Imperial Govern-
ment the unceded territory east of
the territory of Keewatin and north
ofthe Province of Ontario and Quebec ?

MR. MILLS: The Governmont had
communicated with the Imperial Gov-
ernment on this subject, but no actual
steps beyond this have yet been
taken.

WILLIAM WALLACE'S ACCOUNTS.

QUESTION.

Ma. ARCHIBALI) enquired,
Whether the accounts of William Wal-
lace, late Commissariat Officer, Pay-
master or Accountant on the Canadian
Pacifie Survey have been finally
closed; if so, have the money, cheques,
etc., which were entrusted to him been
satisfactorily accounted for; and if not,
what amount has been fully accounted
for,what amount partially accounted for
and what amount romains wholly un-
accounted for ?

MR. MACKE NZIE: The accounts
have been cleared so far as they
can be cleared in the absence of
vouchers. With regard to the remain-
ing part of the question, I feel that it
would, perhaps, be scarcely fair to the
hen. member for Norfolk to make a
statement a3 to the accountant's con-
clusions, bocause, at present, no debate
can take place upon it. I think, there-
fore, it would be well for the hon. gen-
tleman to give notice of motion so
that a return may be brought down
embodying the statement by the ac-
countant, Mr. Taylor.
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PROVISION FOR DREDGING.

QUESTION.

Ma. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) en-
quired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to purchase or con-
struct a dredge so as to provide for the
necessary dredging beyond the work-
ing capabilities of those now in use ?

MR. MACKENZIE: The dredge
power at the eommand of the Govern-
ment of the kind known as the small
or spoon dredges, together with two
large sea-going dredges, is quite suffi-
cient for the work we have to perform.
We are endeavouring, at present, to
get an arrangement made for leasing
another dredge with the option of pur-
chasing it if wofnd it answer our pur-
pose. With that addition, I hope we
will be able to overtake the very diffi-
cult operations in connection with har-
bours which will have to be attended
to this coming season.

ACCUSATIONS AGAINST BRITISH O;O-
LUMBIA AGENT OF MARINE AND

FISHERIES.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Ma. T EIOMPSON (Cari boo), for Mr.
DEWDNEY, moved for correspondence,
from whatever source, which led to an
investigation before Mr. Justice Gray,
into accusations made against the
agent of Marine and Fisheries in Bri-
tish Columbia; also for the report of
Mr. Justice Gray, with the evidence
taken at the enquiry.

MR. SMITH (Westmoreland): There
is no objection to producing all the
papers asked for, but if the evidence
taken at the enquiry, which is very
voluminous, is copied, it will take some
considerable time and involve some
expense. I have no objection to fur-
nish it, however, if the hon. gentle-
man desires it.

Motion agreed to.

SEIZURE OF MR. BJSWELL'S BREWERY.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Ma. ROCHESTER moved for all
Orders in Council relating to the recent
seizure of Mr. J. K. Boswell's brewery,
in the city of Quebec, and to the im-
position of certain fines and penalties

MI. MACIKENZIE.

in connection therewith ; also copies of
all correspondence between the De.
partment and others relating to said
matter ; and also a copy of all Reports
made by officers of the Department
sent down from Ottawa to Quebec to
investigate the same. He said his
object in making the motion was that
satisfactory information might be ob-
tained as to the seizure ofiMr. Boswell's
brewery in 1875. It appeared that
owing to some information in connec.
tion with the working of the brewery,
it was seized, and a fine of $807 im-
posed. This fine, Mr. Boswell at first
refused to pay, and, as he was prevented
in consequence from obtaining a license,
he w'as debarred from carrying on his
business. At last, he agreed to pay the
fine on condition that, alter an investi-
gation should be made, it was found he
was not to blame, the money should bc
refunded. Two officers, Messrs. Mialt
and Davis, were accordingly sent from
Ottawa to Quebec, and thoy found that
there had been no attempt ut fraud.
but that sone errors had been made as
to the quantities of grain used. After
they made their report at Ottawa, Mr.
Boswell rece.ved a communication from
the Department, in which he was in-
formed that he would be fined $500.
He (Mr. Rochester) would read the in-
formation which had been given to him
by Mr. Boswell:-

" Messrs. Miall and Davis were sent down
by the Department, and, after three days in-
vestigation, tbey found the complaint referred
to a clerical error on the part of my brewer,
who is an Englishman; and who,asEnglish
malt weig-hs 40 lbs. to the bushel, made thle
error of carging himself with 40 lbs. instead
of 36 lbs., which one of our bushels weighs.
This was proved by weighing in the brewery
by Collector Fortin and officer Roulleau, and
was given in evidence at the investigation.
This overcharge of four lbs. of malt against
me, and three Sundays charged to me as
having brewed on them when I did not ac-
count for the irregularity, and my being fined
$807."
It appeared theso quantities were
entered in Mr. Boswell's book everY
day, and checked by the officer inl
charge as correct. Here was what Mr.
Boswell said in reference to the report
ýnade :-

" To my surprise, a report came dowfn
signed by Mr. Brune], sayîng I should be
fiued $500 for my more than passive resist-
ance to the la.v, and offering to return me
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$307 if I remained quiet and obedieut. If
Messrs. Miall and Davis are examined on
oath before a Committee, all I say will be
proved. I refused to accept the $307, think-
ing that if I did so I would be guilty of
fraud."
This was one of those acts of intoler-
ance to which he had so frequently
alluded in this House as occurring in
that Department, and although it was
far in the Session, he hoped that a
Committee would bc appointed to in-
vestigate the affair. lere was a letter
which was sent to Mr. Boswell from
the Department:-

" DEAR SIR,-I am directed by the Com-
inissioner of Inland Revenue to inform you
that upon the recommendation of the hon
the Treasury Board, his Excellency the Gov-
ernor in Council has been pleased to order
that, upon the payment of a mitigated pen-
altv of $500, no further proceedings will be
taken. This order is made without preju-
dice to the rights of the Crown. I am de-
sired further to state that, in the event of
your objecting to coi,.ply with the order,
proceedings will bc taken for the recovery of
the full penalty to which you have rendered
vourseu liable."
He had also two telegrams which bad
been recoived by Mr. Boswell that be
would read to the House. The first
was from Mr. F. Geoffrion, and read as
follows:--

" Hon. Mr. Fournier lias come to me for
your license. My decision is that you have
to pay duties as asked by Department. Do
it under protest and take your license if you
like, and if you cannot be justified, as you
told me, duties shall be refunded."
The next telogram was from Mr. 3ru-
nel, and read:-

"Payment of money will not prejudice
your case. Full investigation will be
granted, and if the result shows that the
quantiny of malt retained by you for duty
was correct, and if the excess used in your
brewery is satisfactorily accounted for, what-
ever amount of duty you over-pay will be re-fnnded.">

Those were the Commissioners which
had been sent to Mr. Boswell respect-
ing this affair. Probably the Minister
of Inland Revenue knew nothing of
the imposition of this fine. He was
not prepared to say that such was thecase, but he had no hesitation in ex-
pressing his confidence that, if thehon, gentleman looked into the case,he would do what was just and fair.
ne was not asking for a favour from
the Governient, he was asking for
simple jnstice.

Ma. LAURIER said there could be
no objection to what was asked for, but
ho thougli t that. wh n the papers were
brought down, the hon. gentleman
would find such investigation unneces-
sary. le bolieved that in some par-
ticulars, at least, the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Rochester) had not been correctly
informed. The facts, as far as lie
could sec by looking through the
papers., were that Mr. Boswell was not
only a brewer but a maltster as well,
and it was found that his sworn state-
ments as maltster did not concur with
his statenients as brewer, and there
must be an error somewhere. On the
investigation made by the Department
it was found out that, in fact, the state-
ment made by Mr. Boswell as a malt-
ster was incorrect. The Committee
did not think there was any fraudulent
intention, but the opinion of the officer
was that the discrepancies arose from
the negligence of Mr. Boswell. It was
found that this had resulted in a loss
of revenue to the Departmeit; and,
moreover, that ho had been sending
beer to foroign countries on which no
duty had been paid. Upon this an
Order-in-Council was passed, based on
the report of the Commissioners, that,
as Mr. Boswell had been found guilty
of misstatements, not, perhaps, inten-
tional, in his return to the Department,
it was decided to impose upon him the
mitigated penalty of $500, leaving
him the option, if ho thought himseif
innocent, to have the case brought
before the ordinary tribunal.

Ma. ROCHESTER said he was not
surprised at this penalty. He had
stated again and again that there was
not a brower in Canada who did not
stand in the same position. The In-
land Revenue Law was perfectly in-
operative, and no brewer in the Do-
minion was able to work within its
provisions. There was no brewer
in the Dominion to-day who
was not shaking in his shoes.
The Revenue Law was so mystified
that no man could understand it; and
under it, any brewery in the Dominion
might be seizod at any moment.
Orders-in-Council were written in that
man's office, and-became law, and were
issued forth. What occasion was there
for any legislation in this House ? Mr.
Brunel could legislate for the whole
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Dominion, and lad, in fact, done so.
The hon. the Minister of Inland Reve-
nue had not been long enough ?n the
Office to understand the law; it would
take a Philadelphia lawyer twelve
months to understand, and then he
would not be up in all the legal quib-
bles which the Commissioner had man-
aged to embrace in it. Mr. Boswell
was a man well known in this country,
especially in the Province of Quebec,
and ho would refer to any hon. member
from that Province to bear bim out in
saying that Mr. Boswell was a gentle-
man by birth and education-one who
would not think, for a moment, of de-
frauding the revenue. Why, then, had
he been placed in this position ?
Simply because he was a man fair and
square, who spoke his mind freely
about matters which did not suit Mr.
Brunel. As he (Mr. Rochester)
had again and again stated, there
was not a brewer in the Dominion
who dared speak his mind about
this man. People might say that was
nonsense; that there were brewers
who were not afraid of him. But he
knew differently. When it came to a
question of bread and butter, after a
lifetime spent in earning a littie some-
thing of this world's goods, which
could be all swept away by one dash of
the pen of this honourable Commis-
sioner, a man would pause before
speaking bis mind. He had heard one
gentleman's story in regard to this
man, and had asked leave to use it
here. le received for reply: "If
you do not want me to be driven out
of the country, do not use it." The
English and American Excise laws
were quite plain, but this man had got
the Canadian Excise law so mystified
und mixed up with Orders-in-Council,
that it was impossible to understand
it. lad Mr. Boswell been a Conserva-
tive, hon. gentlemen opposite would
not have been surprised that he should
take his part and endeavour to get his
$800 returned to him. But Mr. Bos-
well was a good Reformer, and he
thought ho could name five or six gen-
tlemen opposite who would not have
had their seats had it not been for Mr.
Boswell's influence, ýyho was, there-
fore, entitlod to some consideration
froin the Government. It had been
stated there was a prope.: tribunal be-

MR. RocHEsTiER.

fore which to bring this matter. But
no man in business would think for, a
moment of going to law with the
Revenue Department and havin,
Mr. Brunel for a Judge. The Govern
ment had said they were not respon.
sible for the acts of their agents; if
so, there was no other tribunal te
which this gentleman could appeal but
to the House, and, under the circum.
stances, this House had a right to take
cognizance of these facts and aet
accordingly. If the hon. Minister of
Inland Revenue would investigate this
matter, and take evidence on oath be-
fore himself, ho (Mr. Rochester) would
be satisfied with the result, and so
would Mr. Boswell, whatever it might
bo.

Motion agreed to.

CANADA CENTRAL AND GEORGIAN
BAY BRANCH RAIL WAYS.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

MII. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
moved for all Orders-in-Council not yet
brought down fixing the route: lst.
Of the extension of the Canada
Central Railway; 2nd. Of the Geor-
gian Bay Branch of the Canadian
Pacifie Railway. le said it had been
announced some two or three years
ago that the extension of the Canada
Central Railway, which was to
be a link in the Pacifie Rail-
way, was to have been made by
the valley of the Bonnechére.
That announcement had been received
with much satisfaction by bis constitu-
ents. It had been reported latoly
that this extension would not take
place by the valley of the Bonnechère,
but that it would be made from the
town of Pembroke, the present termi-
nus of the Pacifie Railway. This latter
report had caused bis constituents
great uneasiness. He did not intend
to discuss the merits of the two routes.
It would, probably, be unfitting t
enter into such discussion, at present,
in the absence of information which
ought to ho in the possession of this
House ; but he would not be doing his
duty to the people of the Riding hlc
had the honour to represent, if ho did
not press upon the Government the
necessity of giving idformation re-
specting a change of route, if any
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changre had been determined on, so
detrnimeltal to their interests. His

present purpose would be gained if he
learned fron the hon. the Minister of
Public Works that he would bring
down the desired information before
ihe close of the Session, and, in that
caCe, would withdraw bis motion, sub-
ject to the consent of the House.

MR. MACKENZIE said, in a few
days, he expected to lay before the
Iouse an Order-in-Council with refer-
ence to the extension of the Canada
Central Railway, and would then give
the reasons which existed for the
adoption of a different route from the
one assigned. It would not be advisa-
ble, at present, to enter into any dis-
cussion on the subject.

Ma. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
it would not be advisable to discuss the
relativ3 merits of the two routes, one of
which had only been indicated by the
Governmentwhen the extension of the
Canada Central was first mooted.
Ie had, on previous occasions, cri-
deavoured to obtain some statement
as to whether it was the intention of
the Government to go on with this
work, as hon. members and people
throughout the country had had serious
reasons to believe the project had been
abandoned. While it was apparent
the Government, two or three
yeirs ago, were very anxious to
prosecute this work, and had, in fact,
contracted for its completion by 1st
January, 1877, since that lime nothing
had been done, and no amount had
been placed in the Estimates of this
year or last year to meet its cost. He
was not aware whether the hon. men-
ber for South Renfrew had been in the
rCceipt of information which induced
him to put his motion on the notice
paper. Rumours had been prevalent in
the county which he had the honour to
represent, that a change of routo was
co ntenplated in the direction stated by
the hon. member for South Renfrew
and the friends of the Government in
the North Riding of Renfrew were
endeavoiring to obtain support for
their candidate on that ground. He
had no intention to advocate the
adoption of any particular route; that
was a matter which rested with the
Government to de'ermine in the public

interest. 1Ie hoped the hon. the Min-
ister of Public Works would indicate
at as early a date as possible the
policy the Government intended to
adopt.

3R. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said bis hon. friend seemed rather sur-
prised that he (Mr. McDougall)
should have information which
would cause him to put this
motion on the notice paper.
If the hon. member, with his usual
diligence, bad read the report of the
lion. the Minister of Public Works,
he would have observed that the
location of the Georgian Bay Branch
had been changed to such a point
at the eastern end ns would lead
to the belief that the Canada Central
extension had been changed, because
the Canada Central extension, if taken
by the valley of the Bonnechére, would
have gone to a point supposed to be
about the centre of four particular
townships, about twenty-five miles
from the present eastern terminus of
the Georgian Bay Branch as located.
It was casier for the hon. member for
North Renfrew (Mr. White) to be
pleasant over the matter when he sup.
posed that the extension of the Canada
Central would take place from the
chief town in his constituency, than
for an hon. member representing a
constituency, that was supposed to
have been deprived of its right, so far
as having had a promise of the exten-
sion wher- the information was not
complote,

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
that last Session, and the previous Ses-
sion, ho had taken the same ground
as he did to-day, that on the Govern-
ment alone rested the responsibility of
selecting a route which would be best
in the interests of the country.

MR. McDOUGALL said that, al-
though he seldom coineided with the
hon. member for North Renfrew on
political matters, he agreed with hin
in regard to this particular matter.
Even if South Renfrew was not to be
the favoured place, and if the Govern-
nient did not always think merely of
their friends, but were prepared to do
what was right in the public interest,
the rond would be for the benefit of
the people generally, and not morely
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for those living in the valley of the
Ottawa. He was glad to know that
the railway would be pushed rapidly
to completion.

MR. WHITE: We do not know
that.

MR. TUPPER said it was very
evident that, whatever discussion
should take place on this question, and
it was obvious that there must be a
sonewhat full discussion on the policy
of the Government in connection with
the Canadian Pacifie Railway, it would
be most convenient that it should take
place after hearing a full exposition
from the hon. the Minister of Publie
Works as to what was the present
position of the question, and what was
.proposed to be donc by the Govern-
ment. He desired to cal the attention
of the hon. the First Minister to the
fact that, at this advanced period of the
Session, it was very desirable that
whatever information the Government
had to lay before the House, it should
be submitted at as early a period as
possible. This was a question of very
great iuport, and they were not in a
position to discuss it. The House had
been informed by the hon. the First
Minister that it was the intention of
the Government to submit to Parlia-
ment the question of the adoption of a
route.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that such
was not the case. He had stated that
it was the duty of' the Government,
under the Act, to adopt the line which
would, of course, be announced to Par
liament, which would have to decide
whether te place the whole or any part
urider contract. But the question of
the adoption of the route was net te be
submitted to Parliament, except in
respect to the Estimates in the usual
way.

Ma. TUPPER said he had entirely
misunderstood the hon. the First Min-
ister, whose memory had not served
him as te what had taken place. He
had asked the hon. the Premier if it
was bis intention to submit to Parlia-
ment the adoption of the route when
decided on by the Government, and he
understood the hon. Minister to say
that such was bis intention. He
thought that if reference were made to

MR. MCDOUGALL.

what had taken place in the early po..
tion of the Session, it would bear out
that construction. After what had
taken place, he (Mr. Tupper) assumed
that the Government would not propose
to establish the Canadian Paaifie al-
way route without taking Parliament
into their confidence and consulting it.
Assuming that to be se, that before
anything respecting the route was
finally determined Parliament would
have an opportunity to express its opin.
ion, it was desirable that all the infoi.
mation possessed by the Governnent
should be imparted te the House as
soon as possible. He presumed that
the report of the acting Chief Engineer
on that important question would [e

submitted to the House, in order that
hon. members might give it due con-
sideration before being asked te com-
mit themselves to anything, or even
tacitly sanction the course that might
be announced by the Government. He
hoped the hon. the First Ministerwoukl
endeavour to have the report, which he
(Mr. Tupper) understood was in bis
hands, with the map which he under-
stood had also been prepared, covering
the whole question, and giving mucli
information, laid before the House on
an early day, in order te be able to give
the subject due consideration before
they were asked to pass any item in
the Estimates for the Canadian Pacifie
Railway, on which occasion the Hlouse
would expect to receive a full and de-
tailed statement from the hon. the
First Minister as to the course the
Government intended te pursue, not
only with respect to that particultir
item, but as te the whole legislation,
whi:h was one of the greatest impor-
tance.

MR. MACKENZIE said lie inferred
from the remarks of the hon. gentle-
man that he was already in possession
of information from his (Mr. Macken-
zie's) office.

MR. TUPPER said that if the hon.
Minister had not had a map prepared,
and it was not a matter of secrecy, the
rumeur he had heard was, of course,
unfounded.

MR. MACKENZIE: It is not the
first time during the Session I hav
found papers moved for, copies o
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which were in the hands of the mover
before the motion was submitted.

MR. TUPPER: If the hon. gentle-
mIan intends that remark as an attack
upon his own Department and upon
any oficers in the public service, I can
only say that, as far as I am concerned,
I an not aware of having ever rmoved
for papers, copies of which I had
already in My possession.

Motion, with leave of the House,
u-ithdrawn.

THE LOAN OF 1876.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

Ma. TUPPER, for Mr. MCCARTIY,
moved for a statement showing :

" 1. The amount of the loan of 1876, and
the amount actually received therefor;

" 2. 'lie nanes of the persons, co-part-
nerships and corporations who tendered for
the said loan, or any part thereof, with the
amount tendered for respectively ;

"3. The names of those whoee tenders
were accepted, and the anount for which
they were so accepted ;

" 4. A statemnent showing when and how
die anount cf said loan was received, and
iwhether allottees or any of them, and if any
of them, which of them, availed themselves
ut the privilege of pre-payment, and if so,
wrhether they were allowed interest or dis-
count thereon, and the total amount of such
discount;

"5. 'The amount of interest accrued or
accruing on said stock allowed to the said
Allottees respectively, as appainst the amount
payable to them respectively;

" 6. The item of commission on charges
of and incident to the said loan in detail,and to whon paid;

" 7. The raies of interest payable by the
Dominion on the said loan, regird being hadto the amount actually received and thepeiod it bas to run."
Hi said it was clearly established by
the evidence adduced last Session, that
it was a great misfortune to Canada
that the loan had been placed upon the
LOndon mnoney market at a fixed t
price. All the efforts which were
made by the hon. the Finance Minister t
to sustain the credit of the course he t
had taken were met and fully answeredby subsequent events. The fact that 1the credit of Canada had been raised
tO such a high position by the late t
Gorernment, and that the condition of
the money market was favourable to

e floating of loans, rendered it ex- dCeedinglY inadvi-sable that the hon. d

Minister of Finance should have
placed the loan on the market at a
fixed price. Abundant evidence of
the want of wisdom, to say the lcast
of it, displayed, was afforded by the-
fact that the Government of South
Australia, requiring halt a million
sterling, placed a 4 per cent. loan on
the market, not at a fixed price, but
open to competition, and the rosult
wae that, instead of obtaining half a
million, thrce millions were offered.
The rate obtained was higher than
that for which single debentures were
selling, such being quoted at 96J. Tho
South Australian loan was placed on
the market shortly after the last loan
of the present Minister of Finance-a
loan which he had informed the House,
had it not been floated at that
opportune moment no such terms.
could have been obtained, on account
of the disturbed condition of Europe.
Notwithstanding the state of the con-
tinent, South Australia, with a credit
somewhat superior to that of the Do-
minicn, but -which was not entttled te
any better position on the money mar-
ket of Great Britain or the world than
Canada occupied, experienced no diffi-
culty in floating a loan a short time
after the hon. the Minister of Finance.
The Colonies of February 17tn, 1877,
stated that tenders for the South Aus-
tralia Government, 4 per cent. loan, for
£500,000 sterling, were opened at the.
National Bank of Australia, London,
on 13th inst. There were 200 tenders,
the total amount offered being
£2,967,000, at prices ranging from
£96 los. to £100. The average price
or the £500,000 sterling was £97 1s.
per £100. It, therefore, appeared that
at the time the hon. the Finance Min-
ster believed he had rendered great
service to Canada by negotiatiug a
forced loan at practically below 90,
hough our debentures were being
quoted from 94J to 93j, the South Aus-
tralia Government obtained offers for
hree times the sum required, varying
)rom £96 1Os. to par. And the whole
oan was alloted at the average rate of
£97 los. per 100. He thought that the
ontroversy was closed as to the great
nisfortune which it was to this country
o have had our loan put on the Lon-
on money market at a fixed rate of'
iscount, instead of adopting the South
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Australian method; and the result was
as he had shown. South Australia had
not onlv received a larger amount for
every pound of the half million ster-
ling, but a larger rate than single de-
boutures were quoted for at that date.
As this subject had attracted a great
deal of attention in the House before,
and had been fully discussed, he was
only now induced to refer to it in con-
sequence of the persistent efforts made
to claim as a service to Canada what
he thought was one of its greatest mis-
fortunes; that when our debentures,
at a time of great repletion in the
money market, were selling from 93ý
to 94-he was quoting from Westen-
hall's list-business was done on the
*3rd of November (wher the loan was
floated) at 941- and 941. The London
Econornst, of November 4th, stated
that business was then done at 94irand
3-, and, after our loan was put on

the market, and closed-the loan was
closed on the 8th-they were quoted
at 9%½ to 92e. Under these circum-
stances it was obvious that the coun-
try must have lost something like
three per cent. on the amount it would
have realized. Notwithstanding what
the hon. gentleman said as to the dis-
turbed condition of Europe and the
misfortune it would have been if the
loan had been delayed, they found that
<on the 21st of February, after the loan
was taken, business ,was done in our
four per cents, at 94j; and, deducting
the interest then accrued the quotation
vas about 93 nett, so that with the

fullest opportunity on the part of the
financial world for examining into the
whole question and their value,
although the hon. gentleman had
offered these debentures at something
like 31 per cent. less than the actua
quotation at the time, they immediately
recovered to the extent of fron 1 to
.2½ per cent., and as late as the 21st of
February, they were sold at 94½ or 93
nett. This showed a loss on the two
end a-half millions sterling of some-
thing like threo per cent., or £75,000
sterling, nearly $400,000, which he
contended was lost to the country in
consequence of the unfortunate course
that the hon. gentleman had adopted
in floating this loan. He might say that
he had, on a former occasion, stated
that he held the Finance Minister of

MaL TUPPER.

Canada re-;ponsible, to the fullest ex-
tent, in relation to this matter, and
that, notwithstanding the fact that the
hon. gentleman had the advice of fin
cial agents of the highest standing and
character, whose honour and integ'rity
no person pretended to impugn for a
single moment. This advice ought t,
have been taken with a great deal or
caution, from the fact that these verr
gentlemen were large purchasers
the loan at the price which they re-
commendel the hon. the Minister of
Finance to take; and lie might sar
further, without violating the seal f
officiai secrecv and obligation.
that it had not been the uni-
form practice of the Finance Minis-
ters of Canada to take the unqualified
advice offered him by financial agents,
and that the very parties who were
now giving a certain amount of main-
tenance-for reasons best known to
themselves-to the mode in which
this loan was put on the market.
had resisted the same policy on
former occasions, the agents' advice
had been resisted and their advice not
followed, and the result had been
the avoidance of a very considerable
loss to the country. This matter was
now so thoroughly understood that he
did not intend to deal with it further
than to say that, on an occasion of
this kind, instead of maintaining the
secrecy which the hon. the Minister of
Finance had maintained with relation
to this matter, where there had obvi-
ously been a loss to the people of this
country, owing to the mode in which
this loan had been floated, ofsomethg
like $400,000 or thereabouts, which
was, ho thought, fully established-

MR. CARTWRIGHT: It was
t400,000 just now. Which sum am I
to understand ?

MR. TUPPER: I say that the hon.
gentleman, judging from experienceof
South Australia, may fairly state the
loss at $400,000.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: I onlv wish to
know. The matter is of very sman
consequence to me.

MR. TUPPER said that the hon.
gentleman had stated, on a former
occasion, that the same price could not
be obtained in the London moneY
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market for a large loan as for single
debentures. and that the quotation for
single debentures was not a safe
cr iterion, although they had Worten-
ball's list and the London Economist,
and the most roliable financial author-
ities to be found in London, establish-
ing their position by the evidence they
gave as to what business was done at.
And they had the additional fact that,
in a time such as that when the hon.

gentleman had the good fortune to
iegotiate this loan when the banks
w'ere filled to repletion with mil-
lions of capital, and the parties
owning it were afraid to invest, and
when such investments as Canada, wi th
the high character which its credit
had attained, offèred in Government
securities, it was most desirable for
paties to seek such investments.
Aillions could be obtained at a higher
rate than would be offered for single
debentures, becau.e it then became an
object to those great capitalists, who
had their millions lying in the banks
in London, drawing absolutely less
than oie per cent. per annum on the
noney they possessed, and they were
only too ready, if they had the good
security to invest in these large
amounts, to give a higher price than the
(luotations for single debentures. This
was establisbed by the case of South
Australia; £96 10s. was, ho thought, a
higher rate than that at which single
4 per cent. debentures of South
Australia were quoted on the money
market. What did they do? They
wanted half a million sterling, and
they asked the publie to compote for
it by open tender, and instead of get-
1ing a smaller amount than single de-
bentures were sold for on the market,
they obtained an average rate at the
very highest quotation-the amounts
ranged from £9u los. to £98 los, the
average being nearly £97 los., for the
whole amount, The effect of these
q1otations, notwithstanding the fact
that the hon the Minister of Finance
said to the financial world that our 4
Per cent. debentures were only worthabout 90, because, when the hon. gen-
tleman offered the 2j millions sterling'le fixed the rate below 90, which ho
lJractically did by the allowances made
mu conneetion with it, and the country
received a net sum of actually below

90 for 4 per cent. debentures, which
were sold at a larger discount than
1 per cent.-was that the market
rebounded immediately, and the
quotations advanced from 1¼ to 2¼
per cent. a comparatively few days
after this loan was placed on the
market. That some person had made
that enormous sum of money, owing to
this sacrifice of Canadian interests,was
now a matter of history, unfortunately.
This was a matter of fact that no state-
ment and no special pleading, or the
advocacy of friends could alter. He
was only induced to draw attention to
it specially at the present timo be-
cause he felt that it was a matter in
which the interests of this country
had been sacrificed, and that
unless there was an out-spoken public
sentiment in the countrv with relation
to this question, it was likely that our
interests would be so sacrificed in the
future as had been the case in the past.
lie now came to a claim which, he
thought, the hon. gentleman had
very unfairly made in connection with
this subject. The hon. gentleman
alleged that ho had reducod the rate of
interest, and this ho (Mr. Tupper)
maintained was very untair. The hon.
gentleman knew that if he was able to
put a loan on the money market of
the world on extremely favourable
terms, he owed this to the high posi-
tion to which the pdministration of
the public affairs by the late Govern-
ment had raised the character and the
credit of Canada.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: Hear, hear.

Ma. TUPPER said he had no diffi-
culty in stating this, if not out of the
hon. gentleman's own mouth, at least
by his own hand. The statement and
the truc statement wbich the hon. gen-
tleman published in London and
offered to the financial public as to the
condition in which Canada had attained
stop by stop during the seven years of
the late Government's administration,
gave the hon. gentleman a posi-
tion on the money market that no
other Finance Minister of Canada had
ever before enjoyed, because ho was
able to give them, from the public re-
cords of the country, the increased
value of its trade, which, together
with the declaration which he made
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as to the wisdom of the expenditures
of public money by the late Gov-
-ernment and the effect which these
expenditures had had on the trade,
business, revenue, character and credit
of this country, was all stated in
such clear and unmistakable char-
acters by the hon. gentleman's own
right hand and sigued by his own
name, that down to the end of time he
vould never be able to controvert the

position which he (Mr. Tupper) took ;
and this was, that the bon. gentleman
.owed the financial position in which
he found this country, not to any act
-of the present Administration, but
to the record that he was

ble to present to the people of
England and to the financiers of the
Mother Country as to the character
:and position that Canada's credit had
attairied, and justly attained. under the
administration of the late Government.
Certain ly, when they remembered that
the very first step of the hon. gentle-
man, after Parliament opened, with
regard to his financial administration,
was to make the astounding deelaration,
and a declaration made for the first
time, that the revenue of Canada would
not meet its expenditure, and that a
deficit must be provided for by addi-
tional taxation, was one which the
hon. gentleman would not say was cal-
culated to increase the credit of this
country; and, therefore, the bon. gen-
tleman owed his position entirely to the
*teps that ho was able, under these
ceircumstances, and under these excep-
tional circumstances, to point to; and
to the high position in which the
credit of Canada had been placed, and
to the remarkable position which the
money market had then assumed, and
which had not presented itself during
the ton previous years in Great Britain.
Under these circumstances, if the hon.
gentleman had succeeded, as lie main-
tained, the hon gentleman would have
succeeded if ho had adopted the same
course, the wise, the obvious, and the
politic course of the Government of
South Australia, and offered the deben-
turcs of Canada to open competition,
he had no doubt that the bon.
gentleman would have received a sum
of money which would have enabled
him to claim, and justly claim, the
credit of having reduced the rate of

Mn. TUPPER.

interest ; but ho controverted the hon.
gentleman's claim in toto. He held
that when the matter came to be ex-
amined in the light of the facts, it
would be found that the hon. gentleman
had no foundation on which to rest any
such claim. What had been one of the
hon gentleman's charges, from year to
year, from the very first hour that he
was entrusted with the financial man-
agement of this country ? Every per-
son knew that one was: " Look atthe
enormous accumulation of accruing
obligations that have been thrown upon
my shoulders, and which I have been
enmpelled to meet." He must confess
that he had felt that the lion. gentleman
was trifling with the intelligence of
Parliament and the intelligence of this
country, when he ventured to put for-
ward such a statement, and to say that
the debt of Canada was increased,
because 6 per cent. or 7 per cent. de-
bentures were falling due when the
credit of the country was such that he
had but to ask for the money to obtain
it to any extent, not to incur fresh
indebtedness, but to meet past
obligations accruing which did
not touch the credit of the country in
the slightest degree. If the hon. gen-
tleman had required fifty millions to
meet accrued debentures falling due,
he knew right well that it would not
have touched our credit in the slight-
est degree, or increased his embariass-
ment, or affected, in the slightest de-
gree, any floated loan; because, all he
would have had to say to the holders of
these loans would be that Canada was
in such a position to-day that she could
obtain money on infinitely botter terms
than these debentures were sold for;
and therefore, all the bon. gentleman
had to do was to substitute one for the
other. The bon. gentlemon, therefore,
knew that, if he had reduced the rate
of interest, lie owed it not to his OwI
financial skill, but entirely to the 1act
that these .six per cent. debentures, as
they fell due, eould ho replaced by de-
bentures obtained on more favourable
terms than was the case when these
other debentures were issued; and,
therefore, the larger the amount of 6
per cent. debentures which matUred,
ard which the bon. gentleman WMil
called to meet, so much the better
for him, and by so much more could he
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reduce the rate of interest, and, instead
of having been a disadvantage,this was
the greatest possible advantage. It
was putting the financial position of
the country in a botter state, because,
with this increased credit, the hon.
«entleman was able to obtain any
money he required, not to increase
tne indebtedness, but to meet indebt-
edness already incurred, at a lower
rate of interest. Therefore, that which
the hon. gentleman had again and
again made the subject of complaint,
was the only thing that gave him the
tlightest claim or the shadow of a
ground for a claim for having reduced
he rate of interest; and, if the hon.
gentleman was addressing financial
ien, ho would not venture to ad-
vance a claim of that character.
They found by looking at the Public
Accounts that the 6 per cent. debt, in
1873, was $46,445,371, and in 1877, it
had fallen to $36,436,146, showing a
decrease of no less than $10,909,225, all
of which was the greatest boon that
-ould happen to the bon. gentleman,
because he was enabled to obtain mone3
on better terms for the purpose of
meeting these debentures as they fell
due. In 187e, our 4 per cent. debt
amounted to $12,182,436, and in 1877,
the Public Accounts showed that this
4 per cent debt had risen to $66,045,861,
showing an increase in 4 per cents. of
$'53,866,435. Of this, there were
$16,06,000 of the Imperial Guaranteed
Loan, which the hon. gentleman had
at his disposal.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: Every penny
of which was borrowed before I came
to office.

MR. TUPPER said the hon. gentle-
man would find that hewas now dealing
With the Publie Accounts in which ho
had the advantage of $16,060,000 of
the Imperial Giaranteed Loan.

XR. CARTWRIGHT: The hon, gen-
tleman has got entirely astray. le
ought to know that his own colleague,
Mr. Tilley, borrowed the last half of
that in 1873, and that Sir John Rose

Orrowed the other half in 1868 or
1869.

3R. TUPPER said the hon. gentle-
mxan had, as lie stated before, a guar-'anteed loan to the extent of $16,060,000.

le (bir. Tupper) took the figures from
the Public Accounts, and the hon.
gentleman would find them there.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: If the hon.
gentleman wishes to persevere in his
statement, %here is no harm, but, I
presume, he wants to be corrected on a
simple inistako of fact. Mr. Tilley
borrowed $16,000,000 in 1873, and
that was the only loan 'made, so that
there cannot, by any possibility, have
been more money loaned in 1873-4
than $1,800,000.

MR TUPPER: The hon. gentieman
knows we left a large guaranteed loan,
of which ho made use after he came
into power.

MR. CARTWRIGHT : That was for
the Intercolonial.

MR. TUPPE R said he would treat
the question from another standpoint.
In 1874, the hon. gentleman negotiated
a loan of $19,466,666; in 1875, a loan
of $4,866,666 ; and in 1876, of
$12,166,606, making altogether about
$36,500,000. There were also minor
items to the extent of $1,306,435,
which brought the amount up
to about $37,806,455. All these loans
were floated at a discount of from say
9 per cent, with 1 par cent commis-
sion and j per cent. brokerage. Hie
wished to refer to the Public Accounts
in order to show the hon. gentleman
where his fallacy lay. He found that
the discount on the loan of 1874 was
$2,211,796, the discount on the loan
for 1874-5 was $305,508, and the dis-
count on the loun of 1875-6 was
81,168,803, making in all $3,686,107,
which must, of course be charged
against the country in the public debt
which we would have to pay, and for
which we h-d not received a single
dollar. Now. what was the effect of
that in the calculation of the rate of
interest ? A little over 10 per cent.
on the $36,500,000 loan which the hon.
gentleman floated. The result was,
taking these discounts of $3,686,107
to hich he had referred into considera-
tion, that the net debt of 1877 was
$133,208,699. That net debt was sub-
ject to a reduction for the calculation
of the rate of interest on $8 ,686,107,
so that the hon. gentleman based bis
claim of having reduced the rate of
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interest by computing 4 per cent. on an
amount of money which the country
never had and never would i-eceive.
The actual amount of interest paid,
making allowance for the $200,000
obtained by substituting the 4 for the
6 per cents. was $6,683,912, which
would give 5.16 on the net debt,
instead of 4.82 as claimed by the bon.

gentleman. F>y thus omitting to cal-
culate the interest paid on an amount
of money which the hon. gentleman
sunk in the transaction, whieh the
country never received, but which
would have to be paid when it became
due, the hon. gentleman was able to
show a reduced rate of interest. If,
therefore, there was any alteration at
all, that could not be placed to the
credit of the hon. gentleman, but to his
debt. Let him illustrate this in order
to show the House what he meant.
Suppose the hon. gentleman instead of
putting a 4 per cent. loan on the mar-
ket at a discount of 10, thus obtaining
90 per cent. and making the discount
on $3,686,000 in these transactions,
he put a 3 per cent. loan on the mar-
ket, and only got 50 or 60 instead of
90 per cent. for his debentures, lic
would have been able to make a much
stronger case for the credit of reducing
the rate of interest. He would then
have calculated his three per cent. as
against the total amount of debentures
he would have to redeem in the end,
instead of calculating it on the amount
of money he received. In this lay the
fallacy on the part of the hon. gentle-
man. le (Mr. Tupper) would not
say it was anything more than a fal.
lacy; but a most unfair comparison
vas drawn as to the rate of interest

paid by the hon. gentleman. As he
(Mr. Tupper) had said, it was only by
ealculating the interest upon the
amount of money which had not been
received, but which, unfortunately,
would have to be paid, that the appa-
rent reduction and the rate of interest
was shown ; but that apparent reduc-
tion would be much greater if the hon.
gentlemen, instead of effecting a 4 per
cent. loan at 90 per cent. deducting
the discount, had floated one at 3 per
cent. debentures at 60 per cent. lie
would not occupy the time of the
House further with this matter; he
had undertakon to move this motion

Ma. TUPPER.

in the place of Mr. MeCarthy, and had
given this brief statement of fact as
they presented themselves to his
mind.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said he doubtt.
ed if any course which the Govern
ment had seen fie to pursue in circun.
stances of very considerable difficulty--
coul' have been more amply and
abundantly justified than was the
course pursued by them in the autuimni
of 1876, when they authorized the con-
traction of a loan in London. He nust
say, therefore, that nothing could have
astonished him more than the remarks
made by the hon. inember for Cumber-
land. after the spectacle which every
stock exchange in Europe presented
during the last eighteen months. If
the hon. gentleman had been pleased
to inform himself as to the real state
of things there, recollecting also the
trying period through which this
country had lately passed, and the
advantages of thA transaction then
made, he would not now have got iiip
and assailed either the Government or
the Finance Minister for having con.
tracted that loan. He might refer the
bon. gentleman to an ancient colleague
of his own-from whom, as it was well
known, he (Mr. Cartwright) had no
reason to look for favours. The gen-
tleman to whom he alluded came for-
ward in the interests of common truth
and justice, in the interests of the
country, which he know might be
seriously affected if the House were to
commit itself to the absurd proposi-
tions of the hon. member for Cumbel-
land, and pointed out to his quondan
colleagues the grievous errors they
made in treating of this question.

MR. MITCHELL : There have been
many eccentric things lately.

Mi. CARTWRIGHT : The bon. gen-
tleman has spoken too truly. The
gentleman to whom I allude is able
to form, perhaps, a more honest and
impartial judgment, with regard t
constitutional questions, than any other
man now living in Canada.

MR. MITCHELL : He is in his
second childhood, I think.

M R. CARTWRIGHT : I arn nlot go-
ing to be diveried from My present
purpose; but I can say to the hon. gen-
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tleman opposite that, though the gen-
tcMan be in his second childhood, yet
he is a master for him on any question.

MR. MITCHELL : I am ready either
for him or you or both together.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said the first
charge which the hon. gentleman
levelled against him was, that he had
introduced this loan in the market at
a fixed price. Then he proceeded to
assert very strongly that the late Gov-
ernment had raised the ciedit of
Canada. This, let it be remembered,
was in reference to the transaction
of 1876, three years after the hon. gen-
tieman had gone out of power, so that
lie (Mr. Cartwright), by reason of this
high credit which Canada obtainod
under the administration of hon.
gentlemen opposite, should have been
able in 1874 to get more favourable
terms than he obtained. Then the
hon. gentleman pointed out very truly
that a short time after he (Mr. Cart-
wright) effected this loan, the Govern-
ment of South Australia negotiated a
loan for £500,000 sterling on more
favourable terms than he obtained.
But had the hon. gentleman known
the high position which the Australian
colonies occupied in London ; had he
known the resources which these colo-
nies had at their command, and the
way in which their securities were
looked upon in the Stock Exchange,
he would have been aware that it was
no wonder the Australian colonies had
been able to command 5, 6 or 7 per
cent. more for their securities in the
London market than we could. As the
hon. gentleman had laid so much stress
on this, he (Mr. Cartwright) would de-
vote a few minutes for the purpose of
enlightening him as to the position of
the Australian colonies. If a compari.
SOn was drawn between these colonies
and Canada, it would be enormously to
the advantage of the former. In the
first place, nearly all the Australian
Colonies had managed their public
works in such a fashion that a very
considerable net revenue was derived'
therefrom-a state of things which, ho
regretted to say, was very different
fron that which prevailed in Canada,
where, vith the exception of the Wel-
land Canal, we had not a single public
Work from which we derived any pro-
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fit, but rather the reverse. These Aus-
tralian colonies, as he presumed nearly
every member of the fouse knew,
were colonized exclusively from Eng-
land. Not on ly were they well known,
therefore, in England, but they had in
the Mother Country numerous repre-
sentatives-men of great wealth and
high position. In order to give the
hon. member for Cumberland some idea
ofthe enormous advantages which Aus-
tralian financiers had in negotiating
their loans, he would just mention one
little circumstance which came under
his own notice with respect to one of
these colonies, and that not the
wealthiest. At a meeting (by no means
a large one) held in a room there were
no less than nine gentlemen coming
from that colony, each possessing in-
comes of from £30,000 to £50,000 ster-
ling. When, therefore, there were in
England numerous gentlemen posses-
sed of so much wealth ready and will-
ing to invest in Australian securities,
he need not say there was extremely
little difficulty in floating Australian
loans. He was credibly informed
that at this moment nearly two-thirds
of the Australian loans lately floated
were held by Australians, or persons
who had been residents and stili had
large interests there. He did not
think that at the present time two per-
sons, or even one person, could be
found in our colonies who held any of
our 4 per cents. He need not point
out to business men the enormous ad-
vantage it would give any Canadian
Minister if he were able to command
such a large number of subscribers in
Canada, or amongst persons who had
been residents in this country. Any
one of the nine gentlemen to whom he
had referred could have made the loan
of £500,000 out of his own pocket
without any material inconvenience.
But the hon. gentleman said that the
advice of our agents ought to have
been taken cum grano salis, because,
they were large subscribers. Now,
the hon. gentleman must have known
when he made that statement. because
he (Mx. Cartwright) had expressly
mentioned it before, that the price of
this loan was fixed before the agents
were asked to subscribe.

Sm JOHN A. MACDONALD: When
did the hon. gentleman state that ?
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Mi. CARTWRIGIIT: I stated it,
the best of my recollection, in my repý
to the motion moved by the hon. mer
ber for South Ontario last year.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD:
think the hon. gentieian is mistaker
this is the first tinie 1 have heard
it.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: 1 may b
mistaken as to the occasion when
,made this statement, but I recollec
telling the agents that for good an
,sufficient reasons J should require ther
to make our firm subscription, as it i
technically called, themselves. I thin
I inentioned that in my Budge
speech.

MR. GIBBS (South Ontario): Th
hon, gentleman stated, in replyto my
self, that the agents did not buy thi
securities on their own responsibility
but at his direct request.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said ho stated
the other matter as well, anc
to the best of his recoliection, he
believed it was in reply to the
hon. member for South Ontario. Lt
was just possible, however, as he had
touched on this matter in several dif
feront places, that he ray have madé
this statement elsewhere. lu any case
it was but fair that he should repeat it
now. As he had stated over and over
-again, the sum total which these gen.
tlemen could possibly have received
from the subscription of £250,000
sterling was not such as men wh had
a good connection could consider'an
indueement for them to play falàe with
him. .He did not wish to shield him-
iself behind the agents, nor did he pre-
tend that it was the duty of himself
or any other Finance Minister to act
blindly at their dictation. He had
good reason to know that the advice
which theàe gentlemen gave was
honourable and straight forward, that,
they had given him the beàt adtice ii
their power, and that they had assisted
him, on ail occasions, as far as*they
possibly could. Now, as a matter of
fact, he knew that many months after
this loan had been issued the agents
held-because they were unable to
sell the entire amount of their 'ub-ý'

Si. JOHN A. MACDONALD.

. scriptions-he believed the whole of
[y them, all through the months from
a- January to June; after that period, the

agents continued to hold these sub.
seriptions and were unable to dispose

L of them. This explanation, he hoped,
i; would put an end to any question of
of thcir having made an outrageous pro-

fit out of their own clients. It was
not their business, as a rule, to hold

e these securities; they were like other
I great capitalists in London, in the
,t habit of buying such securities for the
d purpose of selling again. lie might
n add that it would certainly be to the
s advantage of Canada that those who
k purchased her securities should make
t niot a large profit, but some profit on

the transaction, because, having so
many loans to negotiate, it was to

e her interest that her loans in the past
- had not, involved loss to the original
e purchasers. But the hon. gentleman

went on to say that, at the time he (Mr.
Càrtwright) went to Lonion, he had
an extraordinary chance, because the
banks were choked with money. He

L miglit ask the hon. gentleman why he
supposed the banks were so choked,
and if it was not because credit was
alinost paralysed in England, and be-
cause, at that particular moment, such
had been the losses by English inves-
tors in foreigu stocks, and such were
the 'affairs of Europe, that men pro-
ferred to hold their money, even at
sniall rates of interest, than lock it up
in investments of any kind. The hon.

-gentleman had told them it was easy
to obtain more for a loan of millions
than for 'a single debenture, but the
experience of every man who had ne-
gotiated loans of considerable amount
in London was to the .contrary; and
the apparent inconsistency as to the
Austra'n loans arose from the fact
that the transactions in these securities
were so smäll that they offered no in-
dicationoT the real state of thé market.

"Now, at the moment'that he was float-
ing that loan in London, another
countr., a favourite in the London
male, a country of high standing,
and as Itte likèly to be involved in
the Earipean 1troubles as any country
might be-he referred to Norway-
was endeavouring to float a loan. It
offered botter terms than ho did, but
because they were a litti later in the
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market they were unable to dispose of the advantages which
of their securities until several weeks accrue to this country
.fterwards. Although his time was
limited, he mu8t take this opportunity
of calling attention to the simple fact,
-which he thought ail hon. gentle-
men must now understand, that it
was rarely, if ever, the case that
any Finance Minister had such a com-
bination of adverse circumstances to
meet as there was in 1876. When ho
prepared to float that loan, it was as-
:Urted that we should have a heavy
deficit ; it was -also known that the
harvest of 1876 had been, to some ex-
tent, a failure, although the full extent
of the calamity was not known even to
.ourselves until the succeeding spring.
It was known, also, that the whole con-
tinent of Europe was disturbed, and
that if the loan was not made at that
particular time, it was a matter of con-
siderable doubt whether it could be
made for a long period afterwards. He
repeated again that, but for the armis-
tice between Turkey.and Servia,it would
not have been possible to have placed
his loan with any chance of successrin
the English market ; and, so closely
were they run, that even less than 48
hours after the completion of the loan,
the relations between England and
Russia had become strained to such a
degree that it would have been a mat-
ter of difficulty for him to secure sub.
scriptions had he attempted it at a laier
day. 1Ie called attention to the signi-
ficant fact, that, although the English
banks might have been overflowing
with money, there was, during the
year W77, almost an entire cessation
of loans or borrowing in London. Such
was the discredit of all securitios, that
even the metropolitan securities of
London, the richest city of the
world, were unable to be disposed of
when they were offered by public
tender in the manner the hon. gentle-
man said we should have adopted. The
same occurred with regard to the Cor-
poration of Birmingham . anuLher
wealthy corporation, both being secur-
ities in which trustees and others could
invest, an advantage which was not
permitted, unhappily, in the case of
Canadh. In connection with the re-
marks of the hon, gentleman as to the
imexpediency of floating loans at dis-
count, he had made a rough calculation
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would
from

borrowing as he (Mir. Cartwright) did
at 4 per cent., at a discount of 10 or
thereabouts. It had been said that he
would have done more wisely to have
borrowed at a premium of 105, or 5
per cent. Supposing it was necessary,
as the House knew it was or would be
necessary, to borrow a sum of not less
than 8100,000,000. At a discount of
10 per cent. or thereabouts, he would
have incurred a nominal debt of
$111,000,000, on which we should have
to pay year by year $4,440; if he had
borrowed at 5 per cent., on a premium
of 105, he would have required to
borrow $95,200,000, on which, year by
year, we should have to pay $4,760;
that was to say, he would require to pay
annually a sum of nearly $320ý during
the next thirty years, more than under
the present arrangement. It was not in
the nature of things that we could
float a loan at a premium on such ad-
vantageous terms as a loan at discount.
There was always a greater propor-
tionate loss in attempting to flont a
loan undera premium. In 1873, when
Mr. Tilley negotiated his loan for
$ 1,800,000,000 he only obtained 103Î;
that was a 4 per cent. ioan, guaranteed
by the English Government as well a-;
by our own, and, thorefore, the bighest
kind of security ever offored to tho
English market ; nevertheless, Mr.
Tilley was not able to sell that loan
within 5 or 6 per cent. as good prices
as Sir John Rose obtaineci for his loan
in 1868. He did not impute blame to
Mr. Tilley. He pointed it out as a
curious illustration of the diffieulties
which would always attend Finance
MXinisters in dealing with these securi-
ties in the bondon market. Sir John
Rose obtained 1 10, while Mr, Tilley
could only get 103J. Ie simply quoted
this, asit was a very favot:rite line of
argument pursued by-thea hon.;member
for Cumberland (Mr. Tu pper), who
had explained to the flouse that the
moment he had been withdrawn from
the Government of this, country, then
came storm and desolation upon us,
commeroially and otierwise, in an un-
precedented degree, and ail becau>e le'
lad been withdrawn. He (Mr. Cart-
wright) had now pointed outthat it was
the other way, that when the hon.
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gentleman was in the Government,
loans were negotiated at 6 per cent.
-worse terms than before.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.
PRIVATE BILLS.

THIRD READINoS.

The following Bills were
third time and passed :

read the

Bill (No. 29) To authorize and provide
for the winding up of the Canada Agricultural
Insurance Company.--(Mr. Kerr).

Bill (No. 54) To Incorporate the Fish-
wick's Express and Merchants' Forwarding
Company (Limited)-(fron the Senate).-
(Mr. TIupper.)

ONTARIO EXPRESS AND TRANSPOR-
TATION CO. BILL.-[BILL NO. 7.]

(Mr. Oliver.)

cONSIDERED IN O.MMITTEE.

louse resolved itself into Committee
on said Bilt.

Progress ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Progress reported.

SECOND REMAINQs.

The following Bills were read the
second time :-

Bill (No. 72) (from the Senate) To incor-
porate the Missionary Society of " The Bible
Christian Church in Canada."

Bill (No. 71) (from the Senate) To confer
certain powers on the Montreal Building
Association, un der the name of the " Montreal
Investment and Building Company."

VICTORIA ELIZABETH LYON DIVORCE
BILL.-[BuI, No. 74.]

(Mr. Cameron.)

FIRST READING.

MR. CAMERON moved the first
reading of the Bill (from the Senate)
For the relief of Victoria Elizabeth
'Lyon.

Motion agreed to, on the following
division :-

MB. CARTWRIGHT.

YEAS:
Messieurs

Archibald, Little,
Bain, Macdonald (Centre
Bertram, Toronto),
Biggar, Macdougall (Elgin),
Blackburn, McDougall (Renfrew),
Blake, MacKay (Cape Breton)
Bowell, McKay (Colchester),
Bowman, Mackenzie,
Buell, Macmillan,
Bunster, McCallum,
Burk, McCraney,
Burpee (St. John), McGregor,
Burpee (Sunbury), McNab,
Cameron, Mills,
Campbell, Mitchell,
Carmichael, Monteith,
Cartwright, Norris,
Charlten, Oli7er,
Christie, Orton,
Church, Paterson,
Davies, Pickard,
Dawson, Plumb,
Dymond, Ray,
Farrow, Robinson,
Ferris, Ross (East Durham),
Fleming, Ross (West Middlesex,
Flesher, Ross (Prince Edward),
Fraser, Scatcherd,
Galbraith, Schultz,
Gibbs (North Ontario), Scriver,
Gibbs (South Ontario), Shibley,
Gillies, Thompson(Haldimand)r
Goudge, T cow,
Greenway, Wade,
Guthrie, Wallace (Albert),
Haggart, White (Hastings),
Riginbotham, White (Renfrew),
Horton, Wood,
Kerr, Wright (Pontiac),
Kirkpatrick, Young-79.

Baby,
Barthe,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Blanchet,
Bolduc,
Bourassa,
Boyer.
Brooks,
Brown,
Caron,
Casgrain,
Cheval,
Cimon,
Ciostigan,
Coupal,
Cuthbert,
Daoust,
Delorme,
Desiardins,
De t. Georg
Devlin,
Domville,
Dugas,
Fiset,
Geoffrion,
Gibson,
Gill,
Holton,
Hurteau,

Bill read

NAYs:
Messieurs

Irving,
Jetté,
Killam,
Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Langevin,
Langlois,
Lanthier,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Cernwal),
McDonald (Cape

Breton),
McGreevy,
M'!Intyre,
Mclsaac,
Malouin,
Methot,
Montplaisir,
Ouimet,
Pinsonneault,
Pope (Compton),

es, Pouliot,
Richard,
Robitaille,
Roy,
Short,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Westmoreland r
Stephenson,
Taschereau.-40.

the first time.
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RATE OF INTEREST BILL.-[BILL No. 5.]

(Mr. Barthe.)

SECOND EADING.

Order for second reading read.
MR. BARTHE said that there were

two plagues which affected society,
bankruptcy and usury. He had pre-
viously introduced a Bill to abolish one
-ofthese evils, and he now proposed a
Bill with the view of removing the
other; consequently his object was a
very practical one. This Bill had no
other meaning than being a protest
against usury. This was the reason
why he bad fixed the interest at 8 per
cent., this being a fair price fer money
lenders and the interest that a borrower
could afford to pay. The provisions of
this Bill provided that the legal rate
of interest should be 8 per cent.,
but be desired it to be clearly and dis-
tinctly understood that if the second
reading of this Bill was voted, it
was his intention and object to ask the
House to refer it to a Committee in
order to have the legal rate of interest
fixed at six per cent. and at eight or
nine per cent. for the interét conven-
tionnel, according to the discretion and
wisdom of the Committee, for this last
part viz: conventional interest. le
wished this to be clearly understood in
-order that there might be no mis-
understanding on the subject. He
thus acted in accordance with the
,opinion and desire of a number of
hon. members who had given
him this advice. His personal
-Opinion was that the value cf
money ought to be established and
determined, and its price settled.
Money was not merchandize. Th is
was his indivilual opinion, but he did
nlot desire to discuss this theory in so
enlightened a House. His object was
practical. it was provided in the Bill
that the rate of interest should be 8
per cent.; but he understood that the
general opinion in the country, and
above al, in the Province which he
had the honour to represent, as well as
of a g'eat number of hon. mem-
bers, was that the legal rate
Of interest should be 6 per cent.,
and that the rate should be fixed in
order to destroy usary. He would
repeat that the object of this Bill was

I directed against usurers who were
ruining the country. A penalty was
provided in it against those who
charged a higher rate of interest than
it allowed. Another clause provided
that persons so offending could be
effectively compelled to reimburse the
money so obtained. A third clause
provided that such persons should be
(bliged to answer on oath, and another,
that this law applied to all loans or
monetary contracts, whatever. With
these observations, ho would submit
this Bill to the louse, and he would
conclude by saying that, undoubtedly,
public opinion in, as well as out of, the
Province of Quebec was favourable to
this measure which he had the honour
of proposing; and he hoped that, even
in this House, the majority of the
members would be in favour of the
Bill, which was so proper and just in
its nature, and so greatly in the interest
of the counties which they had the
honour of representing.

MR. LANGEVIN said that the Bill
fixed the rate of interest at 8 per cent.
He did not know whether it could be
changed in Committoe, for the present
legal rate was 6 per cent. He conse-
quently could not vote for this mea-
sure as it stood. If the rate had been
stated at 6 per cent., the Bill would
probably have been read a second time
without opposition.

Ma. MACKENZIE said he was not
able to understand why the hon.
gentleman had fixed the rate at 8 per
cent., because if they could establish
the rate of interest, it ought to be made
very low. It would be of great benefit
to the people, il they could thus get
money at 3 or 4 per cent.; and, if it
merely required an Act of Parliament
to accomplish this, they ought to do it
by all means. Speaking seriously, he
was quite certain that any interference
with freo-trade in money would only
be disastrous to borrowers in the gen-
eral way, for while the old restrictive
laws were in full operation, the price
of money was very much higher than
since their abrogation.

Mi. BOWELL: No.

MR. BLANCHET: The contrary has
been the case.
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MR. MACKENZIE said ho could only
say that such was not his experience.
-He recollected very well when in the
western part of this country, the ordi-
nary rate paid for money, except on
very remarkable occasions, was from
15 to 20 per cent. This was undoubt-
edly the fact; but, since the usury
laws were abolished and free-trade in
money was established, money had
been brought into the country in suffi-
cient quantities to serve the wants of
the people, and it could now be ob-
tained on any reasona'ole security for
7 or 8 per cent.; and a large amount
could ho secured at a less rate. Any
interference with these laws, ho was
sure from their own experience, apart
from the general question of a general
operation of a law of this kind, was
sure to be prejudicial to those who
most required money. For this rea-
son ho felt compelled to vote against
the Bill, and to use every effort in his
power to prevent a return to the old
system of things which gave, practi-
cally, to a few men the monopoly of
the money market.

Mr. OUIMET said that, although be
was not of opinion that the price of
money could be fixed hy the Legisla-
ture, ho considered himself bound to
vote for this measure. He did not
understand that it fixed. the price of
money ; it would merely limit the rate
at which it might be legally loaned,
intending to have it amended in that
direction before the Committee.

Mi. MACKENZIE: You establish a
maximum rate.

MR. OUIMET said it was proposed
to bring the maximum of the rate to
six per cent., but he would not be ready
to vote for this proposition. ie thought
that the highest price of money in
Canada was 8 per cent., at which figure
they could limit it without any danger.

Ma. BLAKE: If that is the highest
price, what is the use of the law ?

MR. OUIMET said that this was the
highest value of mcney. He under-
stood that this Bill was to prevent
usury. It was not intended to protect
those who had very large means, but
the whole public against the usurer,
and what was called " shaving." The
moment the large amount of monoy

Ma. BLANCHET.

which was at present in his part
of the country, and especially in
Montreal, qmployed in shaving notes,
and gambling in stock, was withdrawn
from these operations. it would fnd its
way through the conntry and go to-
aid industries and agriculture. They
had been told by the hon. the Minister
of Finance that the great pursuit of this
country must be agriculture, and that
too many of our people were devoted
to trade and industrial occupations.
Now, the way in which agriculture
could be advanced, was by bringing
capital to be invested in it. The mo.
ment that money was withdrawn from
note shaving and stock gambling, it
would go to the agricultural districts
and find there profitable employment in
promoting this great interest. It
might be said that this would with-
draw capital from industrial pursuits
which ho wished to sec protected ; but
on the other band, ho thought ho was
quite safe now in following the lead of
the hon. the Minister of Finance, who
with the hon. the Prime Minister and
ail his followers, had been pleased to,
tell the House that this Government
would be in power for the next twenty
years, until which time we would not
have Protection. If so, ho thought it
would be a good thing for this coun-
try to direct capital towards the de-
velopment of our agricultural
pursuits.

Ma. MACMILLAN said it might ap-
pear singular that he,as a Protectionist,
should vote against this Bill ; but he
was merely returning the compliment
which the Government had paid him
on a previous occasion. He well re-
membered, as a Protectionist, that he
had succeeded, through the assistance-
of the Government, in having a strong
Protectionist measure carried, and as
the hon. the Premier had announced
that he would support the princi ples of
Free-trade in connection with money,
ho (Mr. Macmillan) was very happy in
being able to assist the hon. gen tleman.
It was the most dangerous thing that
could possibly be done in any
country, to try to interfere with its
monetary affairs. Like most of the
people who had lived for any consider-
able time in Ontario, ho had seen the
rates of interest, when the usury laws
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were in force, as high as from 24 to
30 per cent. and in very many in-
stances as high as 48 per cent. Hon.
gentlemen opposite might . ask how
this could ho possibly done; nothing
could be easier. It was as easy as it
was under the old election laws t9 pur-
chase a voter. All one bad to dQowas
to borrow $500 and pay $150, for a
horse worth about $60, and thus the
laws were thoroughly evaded. Just so
was it with the election laws as he
had understood. He thought it would
be equally reasonable for hon. gentle-
men to say that a bushel of whýeat
under any circumstances should not
be sold for more than 81, as to say
that money should not be loaned for
more than 6 per cent. per annnm.
As we were Free-traders to a certain
extent, in that way everyt hing should
have its value. If a man was willing
to pay 10 per cent. per annum, let him
do so; and if it was worth 12 per cent.
to him ho could do so. As the hon, the
Premier stated, money cou ld now be
obtained, by those who gave
ample and good se·urity, for
8 per cent. Every dollar that
was required could be so secured
on real estate or personal or other
security; and, where it was invested
in legitimate business through the
banks, any amount on reasonable
Fecurity could now be secured
at seven per cent. To place the rate
at 8 per cent.-he now spoke for
the whole Dominion-was simnly ab-
surd. They might as well put it at
24 or 30 per cent., because then it
miht come down to the roper rate.
If the rate was fixed at six per cent.,
they might rest assured that the law
would be evaded in every case where
persons saw fit to do so. Under these
circumstances, he would vote against
tis measure.

Ma. CHARLTON said he believed
that a usury law would work to the
detriment of the borrowing class in all
cases. A great many States on this
continent had tried usury laws, and a
great many still had them on their
Statute-books; but he believed that, in
every instance, theireffect had been to
render it more difficult for borrowers
tO et money. In all cases where any
ris was imcurred, the borrower was in-

variably called upon to pay the lender's
risk. In the State of New York,
the greatest of American States,
where enormous monetary transac-
tions were carried on, they had a Jaw
on the Statute-book which provided
that, in case of usury contrary to the
law, the principal and interest should
be both forfeited. No law could be
more stringent, and yet it was uni-
formly violated, and it was a dead
letter. Lenders were in the habit of
charging from 14 to 24 per cent. in
the face of it, and where one transac-
tion took place at the legal rate, 7 per
cent. 100 were made at rates varying
from 14 to 24 per cent. In the inteirest
of the borrowing class in Canada, they
wanted a law of this kind. If rates of
inter est were found unrestricted, capi-
tal would flow into the country to be
invested; but if, on the contrary, by
law, rates were placed at a sum. less
than lopders were willing to lend,
money would shun *Canada; and,
in consequence, rates would be higher
than they were now. In the ini erest
of borrowers, all Bills of a similar
character to this one should be re-
jected by the House.

Ma BOWELL: What States in the
American Union have Free-tioade in
money ?

Ma. CHARLTON: The State of
New York modified its usury law, per-
mitting banks to charge sueh rates
as they chose; and immediately upon
that modification, rates of interet fell
in the State very materially.

Ma. BOWELL: When was this ?

Ma. CHARLTON : I am not pre-
pared to give the exact date, but this
happened some thro or four years ago.

Ma. METHOT said that the ques-
tion of usury, which was now before
the House, was certainly one of the
most important matters that could pos-
sibly come before them. This was not
a new question. Usury had always
existed in all countries-in all coun-
tries of antiquity, and among the Jews
a.nd Romans as well as among the peo-
ple of ail modern countries. Usury
bad only been considered in one light.
Everywhere it was looked upoin as a
public cslamity, and the law whieh
protected the usurer was a law in

Rate of Junterest Bil.
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favour of the strong against the feeble,
and in favour of the smaller number
against the greater number. They
were here to protect and render equal
justice to all. They were bere to pro-
tect the feeble against the strong; and
also to promote as much as possible the
interests of the people-not of a few
individuals, but of the people in gen-
eral. Hence, between the interests of
a few capitalists and the interests of
the grenter number, there was no
ground for hesitation. Was a law
which had for its object the fixing of
the rate of interest, a law that would
be for the well-being of this country ?
For his part, he did not hesitate to say
that this was the case. We had in this
count ry too much capital invested in
mon etary institutions, owing to the
raie ot interest and the large dividends
afforded and declared by these institu-
tions. This system as its results
proved dazzled the eyes of capitalists,
and prevented them froin placing their
money in industrial institutions, which
would promote the prosperity of this
country. On the other hand, why
should capitalists invest their funds in
real estate when they saw that even in
the most favoured places, such for in-
stance as Montreal, these investments
did not produce more than 5 or 6 per
cent. as a return, per annum. While n
other towns, such as Quebec-and he
unfbrtunately knew this from experi-
ene-rmany properties did not yield an
annual return of more than 3 or
4 per cent. and in the country, this
state of things was even worse. What
did capitalists then do? They would
place thoir money in banks, and thus
without any trouble secure a return of
from 8 to 10 per cent. per annum; and
this was so much money and capital
that would be useless, as far as the well-
being of this country was concerned.
If not prevented by their conscience,
they would loan money on mortgage
or ohlerwise to private individuals,
dividing their means up into small
sums, and by this means, such high
rates of interest were obtained that he
was really ashamed to mention them in
this House. What did they see in the
country as well as in the towns?
Hardly had a man succeeded in scrap-
ing together a few hundred dollars, be-
fore he hastened to lend his money,

MR. MÉTHOT.

and he did so the greater part of the
time at such extortionate rates that
those who borrowed could never re-
cover from their dependent position.
The interest ate up their capital.
Would hon. members, in view of those
facts, be surprised to find that our in-
dustries were in a languishing con-
dition, or to hear that there were so
many failures, so much ruin, and so
much misery in the country. There
was no reason for such surprise, be-
cause with these excessive rates of
interest at which money was loaned.
our industries could not prosper, and
in view of these facts, they muight be
certain of one thing, that failures
instead of diminishing, would continue
to increase in number. One of
the hon. gertlemen who had
preeeded him had said that
money was merchandize. Admitting
which -howeverhe would not do-that
money was merchandize, he could
never consent that it could be looked
upon like any article of ordinary mer-
chandize. Money, for instance, did
not deteriorate in value like other
effects. It could vary in value, it was
true, but slowly. It was the basis on
which depended the valuation of all
other morchandize. It was then a good
thing-he would even say it was ne-
cessary-that the rate of interest should
be fixed from time to time. Moreover,
money always had its course. If a
man borrowed a hundred louis, he
would iot be uneasy if he had a hun-
dred louis in money in his pocket to
pay them; but he migl't be ruined if
he were asked for this money at any
moment, when he might not have it to
epare, oven though his property and
merchandize were worth double the
sum that he owed. It would be said
in favour of the usurer betore this
House, that usury rendered a service
to the poor, since there were so many
borrowers, in spite of the high rate Of
interest dernanded; but it might more
particularly be said that necessitY
knew no reason, and that he who
borrowed was forced ro do so by the
necessity of the moment. Beside-,
where was he, however poor he might
ho, that had no hope ? and, when he
borrowed this money, in 99 out of a
100 cases he feit suie he could repaY
it; but once in the hands of the usurer,
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he was not allowed to escape from the
toils antil ho had sold his property and
bis family was plunged into misery.
He, for bis part, believed that all those
who wished to protect our agricultural
class and our industries, and who
wished to see our industries assume
their proper position in this country,
as well as all those who further desired
to do an act of Christian charity witb
regard to the greatest portion of our
population, ought to support with all
their power the measure which was
now before the House. An hon. mem-
ber who had spoken before him had
said that he could not support this
measure because it fixed the rate of
interest too high-at 8 per cent. For
bis part, ho would not support this Bill
in its present shape, if it was so fixed
irrevocably ; but, as the hon. member
for Richelieu had explained, when mov-
ing the second reading of the Bill, 8
per cent. was but the maximum rate
at which money was to be loaned.
What the hon. gentleman wished, and
what ho desired, for his part,
was that the legal rate of interest
should be fixed at six per cent. Hav-
ing made these remarks, ho would not
detain the House any longer.

Motion negatived on the following
division :

Barthe,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Blanchet,
Bolduc,
Bourassa,
Bowell,
Coupai,
De St. Georges,
Perguson,
Fiseti,
Geoffrion,
Gii

Appleby,
Archibald,
Baby,
Benoit,
Bertrat,
Biggar,
Blackburn
Blake,
Borden
Bowma'n,Boyer,
Brooks

Brue

YEMS:
Messieurs

Lanthier,
Macdonald (Cornwall)
McCallum
Méthot,
Ouimet,
Pope (Compton,
Pouliot,
Ross (Prince Edward)
Wade,
Wallace (South Nor-

folk),
White (East Hastinge).

-24.

NÂrS :
Messieurs

Jetté,
Jones (Halifax),
Jones (South Leeds),
Kerr,Killam,
Kirke
Kirkpatrick,
Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Landerkin,
Langevin,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Centre

Toron to),

Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sunbury)
Cameron,
Campbell,
Carmichael,
Caron,
Cartwright
Casey,
Casgrain,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Cimon,
Cook,
C urrier,
Cuthbert,
Daoust,
Davies,
Dawson,
Delorme,
Desjardins,
DeVeber,
Devlin,
Domville,
Donahue,
Dugas,
Dymoad,
Ferris,
Fleming,
Forbes,
Fraser,
Gibbs (North Ontar
Gibbs (South Ontai
Gibson,
Gillies,
Gilimor,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Guthrie,
Haddow,
Hagar,

Higinbotham,
Helton,
Horton,
Huntington,
Hurteau,
Irving,

io)
io)

McDonald (Cape
Breton),

Macdougall (East
Elgin),

Mct>ougall (South
Renfrew),

MacKay (Cape Breton
McKay (Colchester)
Mackenzie,
Macmillan,
McOraney,
McGreevy,
McGregor,
Mclsaac,
McNab,
Malouin,
Mills,
Mitchell,
Montplaisir,
Norris,
Oliver,
Palmer,
Paterson,
Pickard,
Pinsonneault,
Plumb,
Ray,
Robinson,
Robitaille,
Rochester,
Ross (East Durham),
Ross (W est Middlesex),
Rouleau,
Roy,
Scatcherd,
Scriver,
Sinelair
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Westmoreland)
Stephenson,
Taschereau,
Thompson (Haldi-

mand),
Trow,
Wallace (Albert)
White (North Ren-

frew),
Wood,
Wright (Pontiac),
Young.-122.

WELLAND CANAL TENDERS.

ADJOURRED DUBATI.

Order to resume the adjourned de-
bate on Mr. Langevin's proposed mo-
tion " That an Address be voted to His
Excellency the Govornor-General, for
copy of a return, showing : lst. The
amounts of the six lowest tenders
received in September or October, 1873,
for Sections 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 and 14
of the new Welland Canal, together
with the nanies of tenderers ; 2nd. The
amounts of the six lowest tenders for
the same Sections, received in 1874,
together with the names of tenderers;
3rd. The names of the tenderers to
whom these Sections were awarded;
4th. Copies of the Orders in Council

Welland Canal [AiRar 10, 1878.]
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awarding such Sections; 5th. Copy of
al] Correspondence relating to such
award," read.

Motion agreed to.

LAW OF EVTDENCE AMENBRT, BILL.

[BILL No. 41.]

(Mr. Kirkpatrick.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.

Mit. KIRKPATRICK said the prin-
ciple involved in the Bill had been
affirmed by the passing of the Bill of
the hon. member for North York. It
was of mach greater consequence to
extend the principle to the class of
cases set forth in this Bill, than to
cases of common ass4ult. When the
Bill of the bon. member for North
York was befbre the flouse, ho (Mr.
Kirkpatrick) stated that ho was not
prepared to go the length of allowing
criminals of every description toplead
on their own behialf, and that, if defen-
dants in cases of common assault were
allowed to give evidence, the principle
should be applied to cases where a
man's right to property might be in-
volved. There were cases where a
man's right of property might be
brought in question in a criminal suit,
and in such cases the defendant should
be admitted as a witness on his own
behalf. Such a principle was inaccord-
ance with the law of Ontario. A case
in point had lately come to his know-
ledge. It appeared that a bridge over
a istream, and which went across a
man's fiarn, was used by the public,
and when he attempted to close the
bridge, not having obtained compen-
sation from the municipality, he was
indicted for destroying the bridge. Hie
was not allowed to give evidence on
his own behalf, and had ho been found
guilty, Le would have been liable to a
very severe penalty. lie proposed,
therefore, that in such cases,defendants
ahould be compellable witnesses.

MR. DEVLIN said the Bill should
not now be read a second time, as it was
not desirable, on the eve of dissolution,
if he might use the expression, to deal
with so important a question in a loose
way. He thought it should ho left over

IMa. MÉTROT.

till next Session, in the hope that Bome
large and comprehensive measure
might be introduced, which would
settle the question once and for ail,
He was opposed to the mode of pro.
cedure, which had prevailed for years,
being changed in thisway.

MR. PALMER said ho was entirely
opposed to any alteration in the pro
cedure laid down in the ordinary crin.
mal law, because ho thought criminals
might, if that law was altered, come
to trifle witti an oath. But, in the cases
referred to in this Bill, whieb were
almost similar in theirchar acter tocivil
cases, ho did not think it would be
right to entirely exclude a man from
giving evidence on bis own behalf
With regard to criminal matters,he
might say that he did not approve of
a man being "badgered" into making a
staterment, as was the case in France,
which might damage him, but pre-
fered the old English method of be-
lieving a man innocent until he was
found guilty.

MR. BA-BY said that when the Bil
proposed by the hon. imember for
North York was before the House, he
called the attention of the Minister of'
Justice to the fact that its tendency
was to change the present system of
of criminal procedurc in toto, and that
it would be opening a wide door for
further changes. lis prediction had,
to a certain extent, been vcritied, for
the hon. member for Frontenac, now
introduced a Bill which would infringte
on the Civil Law of Que bec and other
Provinces. This Parliament had lie
right to logislate for the Proviiice of
Quebec or other Provinces i civil
matters, and ho would oppose the Bill
to the utmost of his power. It would
tend to cause perjury, which, as 1egal
gentlemen well knew, was of too fre-
quent occurrence already. A Woman
night, on behalf of her husband, be

tempted to state that which was false,
or she might do the same thing tO in
jure him.

Ma. CAME RON said the louse had
already affirmed the principle of the
Bill. It had been conceded that, iD

cases of conmon assault, a person
might be a competent witness onh
own behalf. Tho class of cases r
ferred to in this Bill were of a simila

Amendment Bill.[ COMMONS.]
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character, and he could not, therefore,
concur in the objection taken by
the hon. member for Montreal East.

MR. LANGEVIN said that what
they contended was that.the rights of
Local Legislatures should not be in-
fringed. If the iill, j@sed to its
second reading it must Ileunderstood
that it would be amgded.

Motion agreed to.

Bouse adjourned at
Fitty minutes past

Eleven o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 11th April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

ELECTION OF A NEW MEMBER.

MR. SPEAKER informed the House
that the Clerk of the flouse had re-
ceived from the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery, certificate of the election
and return of Thomas Robert MeInnes
Lquire, to represent the electoral dis-
tîiet of New Westminster, Province of
British Colu m bia.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

MR. COSTIGAN said he wished to
raise a question of privilege, and read
an article in which he hal been seri-
OUsly attacked. He thought the
House would admit bis right to justify
himself, and he considered the rulesOf the louse gave him the right
to defend himself. He believed that
he had been so attacked in several
niews-papers.

MR. HOLTON: I venture to saythat it is very inconvenient, and that
8 is no question of privilege-

Ma. MASSON: How do you know ?
Rl. HOLTON: For hon. gentlemen

t anwer strietures of the Press ontheit conduct. We have had somewhat1% munch of that this Session. I dorot know to what the hon. gentlemanoPoses to call attention, but he
4ows that it relates to remarks of the

Press on his public conduct. We really
cannot waste our time in controversies
with the Press, which is open to any
bon. gentleman who feels himself
aggrieved. It is an abuse and not a
viios.tion of, the privileges of the
SJouse for an hon. gentleman to biring
up these controvorsies bere.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that he differed toto colo from the hon.
gentleman. He was surprised that an
old parliamentarian like the hon. gen-
tleman should make such a stateMent.
Unfortunately, be bad perceived that
during the past two or three years the
hon. gentleman changed bis ideas of
parliamentary practice according as
the views of the day on a particular
question made him loan one way or the
other. Every hon. gentleman was the
guardian of his own honour.

MR. HOLTON : Undoubtedly.
SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: And

as a representative of the people in this
House, he not only had the right and
the privilege, but he was bound in duty
to himself and bis position, and those
he represented, to bring any matter
affecting bis position before the
House. No one knew better
than the bon. gentleman bimself
that the first thing done when
a respectable periodical in England
made a statement at variance with the
fact regardi'ng a member of the House,
was, as a privilege and a duty, to bring
it up in the House; and this duty and
privilege was always respected and
recognized in the Imperial House of
Commons.

MR. HOLTON: Quote precedents
for that. I deny it.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. gentleman asked him to quote
precedents. If he only bad half an
hour in the library

Ma. HOLTON: You had1 better take
that half hour.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
would undertake to show that this was
the case. There were innumerable
precedents for this kind.

Ma. HOLTON: I dispute the fact.
SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said

he had never before beard this matter
questioned. This seemed something

General BuE8ine88.



1868 Question of

like an attempt to muzzle an hon. gen-
tieman. It was quite clear that the hon.
gentleman was getting blasé with bis
long parliamentary experience and
labours. If the hon. gentleman was
*ennuyé with this kind of thing he could
retire. In what free body of repre-
sentative men would anyone interfere
between an hon. gentleman, a colleague
and a brother member, who stated that
he felt that it was his bounden duty
to make an explanation in conse-
quence of what was stated against him
in the public Press.

MR. HOLTON said that suchi a
practice would not be tolerated in Eng-
land, and it was never tolerated here
until a few years ago, when the right
hon. gentleman led the House. The
hon. gentleman (Mr. Costigan) was
going to make use of his seat in the
flouse to engage in a controversy with
several journals.

An H1oN. MEMBER: No; it is a
defence.

Mit. HOLTON said that this was a
breach of the privileges of the House.
The time of206 gentlemen should not be
taken up for an indefinite period with
such a controversy. As to his being
.blasé, the hon. gentleman (Sir John
A. Macdonald) had been some years
longer in Parliament than he, and ho
was notdisposed to exohange compli-
ments with the hon. gentleman; but,
if either of them were blasé ho thought
that the hon. gentleman was entitled
to the palm. The hou. gentleman had
shifted his position on this and various
other questions with an alacrity and a
facility of which ho was by no means a
master. le stood by the privileges
ofthe House; and ho would repeat,
that it was an abuse of these privilege,
for an hon. gentleman to engage the
time and the attention of the louse
with any such controversy.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. gentleman ventured to say
that ho had shown an alacrity to
change in this relation, which was
eharacteristic of himself (Sir John A.
Macdonald), in one breath, while pre-
viously the hon. gentleman alleged
that the practice of quoting news-
papers ai-ose in his time, when he (Sir
John A. Macdonald) was leader of the

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

House: If this were so-and it wasnot- he was merely carrying out the
course which was sanctioned by him.
self.

Ma. HOLTON: Since Confeder.
ation ?

SiRa JOHN A. MACDONALI) said
that the hon. gentleman did not know
but that the hon. member for Victoria
would move to bring parties before the
Bar of the House. The hon. gentle.
man knew nothing about the matter
which it was proposed to bring up.
There was a reason for (this attitude;
the hon. gentleman thought that there
was going to be some other matten
besides newspapers to be brought up
hereafter; and this they all kuew.

Ma, MASSON: Mr. Speaker-

MR. HOLTON: I have the floor. I
rise to a question of privilege. The right
hon. gentleman bas made a statenent,
the purport of whicti I do not at aIl
understand. le has made it in a meâ-
acing manner; he pointed his finger ai
me, and I call upon the right hon. gen-
tleman to explain the meaning of thi
statement.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: AI
I can say is, that, if I pointed my tinger
at the hon. gentleman, I take my finger
back.

Ma. MASSON said that, if there
was anything without precedent in the
House, it was the conduct of the hon.
member for Chateauguay, who had die
appointed his political and perssOD
friends under the present circaeu
stances. [n his ton years' exP-
rience, lie had never heard an fil.
member oppose the bringing 1P
of a question of privilegre. Did the
hon. gentleman not remember the
newspaper correspondent which »
brought before the Bar of the H11
by his late leader, Mr. Dorion, becas2
of an article in the paper which di
pleased bis own political and persori'
friends; and would he deny the bot
member for Victoria, N.B., the right d
bringing up a question which affee
him. The hon. geutlemen diJ 1
know what was in this corresP&
dence. It might be an attRi)ac
another hon. member. Dar
past few days he had been disaPPoiO

Privilege.(COMMON8.]



Qrivilege. 1869k

with the lion. gentleman (Mr iolton),
not only here, but in othe places, for-
,,etting the position he had formerly
iakÀen inj this House. The hon. gen-
tleman had not impartially considered
the rules of the flouse, even regarding
eiinary routine business ; and he had
allowed his partizan feeling, to inter-
fere with his action ; of this, they
had had an instance , no later than that
morning in Committee, when the hon.
gentlenan was overruled.

Several HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

MR. SPEAKER: I must call the
hon. gentleman to order.

Mi. MASSON: I bow to the Chair,
but I wish you would also stop the hon.
vent lemani.

MR. SPEAKER: As to what the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Costigan) means
te sav, it is entirely out of my power
to determine in advance, or even to
anticipate; but, with regard to the
discussion of matters that appear in
newspapers, the practioe of replying to
them in this flouse, I must say that I
think, as far as I can judge of Parlia-.
mentary practice, and precedent, and
law, that it is exceedingly objection-
able. If any hon. member finds, or
thinks he finds, in a newspaper article
reaon for bringing the proprietor or
writer to the Bar of the flouse to answer
t() a (harge of breach of privilege, it is

learly within his right to move
In the matter in this House,
to briug it under the notice of
this House, and to nove a resolution,
and ask the flouse to pass it, for the
apprehension of the party. The whole
practice of referring to newspaper
articles l Parliament is of very modern
date. It is not very long ago since it
was not allowed, even in debate, to
"'ote a passage from a newspaper
aticle in the flouse. With regard to
quotations frein newspaper articles in
tue House of Commons in England, by
wa of explanation, I may say that I

evee that such a practice is exceed-
y rare at least. Hon. membersve this Session called attention to

newspaper articles, stating that theywere unfounded aPd unwarranted, and
there the whole matter rests. The

iou as chosen to tolerate it, and I
nlot fel at all justified in interfer-

ing, though I feit all along that the
practice was objectionable, and grow-
ing to very extraordinary proportions.
Although I did not desire to assume the
position of a lecturer to the House,
I very often felt tempted to express an,
opinion; but I now feel that the hon.
member for Victoria should have the
same opportunity which several other
hon. mem bers have bad during this and
previous Sessions.

MR. MACKENZIE: I must express
my surprise at the extraordinary
vigour of the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Terrebonne. I would have said
something then had not the hon.
gentleman been called to order for
impropriety.

MR. MASSON: No; I was not.
Mi. MACKEN ZIE: Well, for referr-

ing to Committees.

MR. MASSON: That is not impro-
priety.

MR. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member for Chateauguay had, on.
one or two occasions this Session,
prevented somo of his own friends
from bringing such matters before the
House. on the ground that it was an
improper proceeding, and had re-
peatedly spoken to him eMr. Mac-
kenzie) about the matter. It was his
(Mr. Mackenzie's) intention to have
asked the opinion of the Speaker re-
garding a practice which was, undoubt-
edly, inconvenient and served no useful
purpose. The mere fact that a news-
paper had isaid something wrong or
improper concerning a member, was
no reason why it should be road in the
fouse. Those who had been in public
life for a lengthened period must know
that it was utterly impossible to at-
tempt, even if they were disposed to
do so, to correct all the mis-statements
which appear in newspapers. He was
willing to believe that such mis-state-
ments as regarded himself were inocu-
ous, and that they would be corrected
by the Prems on the other side, if they
were of a gross character. Of course,
it was open to any hon. member to
take the method which the Speaker
had referred to, but if every hon. gen-
tleman was to exercise the right which
the hon. gentleman who, in this case,
felt himself aggrieved was about to

[APRIL II, 1818.1Question of
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exercise, it would lead to great delay
of business; besides, it would be alto-
gethër unparliarnentary to do so.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
would call the attention of the House
to a case which, to the best of my
reelilection, occured during the present
Session of the Imperial Parliament.
Sir ]Robert Ferguson, I think that was
the hon. gentleman's name-

MR. CARTWRIGHT: Sir James,
maost likely.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
made a speech in the country wherein
he attacked Mr. Gladstone, or Mr.
Lowe-I forget which-and that
speech was reported in a newspaper-

MR. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman, I think, has forgotten the
circumstance. It was not a newspaper
which made the attack. One hon.
gentleman asked another whether he
really made a statement which he was
reported to have made.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: But
there was a correspondence in which
the person attacked said, he saw a cer-
tain speech in a newspaper, and asked
an explanation. Sir Robert Ferguson's
contention was that he was not respon-
sible in the lHouse for statemernts he
made outside, but only for statements
he made in the House. The complaint
was brought up on a report made in a
newspaper of his speech.

MR. HOLTON: I believe it was
Mr. Hardy who challenged the mem-
ber to read on the floor of the House
what he was reported to have seid
outsido.

MR. SPEAKER: That is similar to
the O'Connell case, where Mr. O'Con-
nell was called upon before the House
to state whether he made a certain
speech outside or not.

MR. COSTIGAN said he was sorry
to trespass on the time of the House,
but as he had not, since Le took bis
seat in the House, spoken on a ques-
tion of privilege, he thought'he might
be permitted to make an explatation.
He thought the hon. member for
ýChatoauguay deserved great creait for
his perfect knowledge of Pariamentarýy
rules, but he doubted if the hon. gen-
,tleman was quite competent to antici-

Ma. MACKENZIE.

Privilege.

pate what he (Mr. Costigan) wishe o
say. Having perfect confidence in the
hon. gentleman's spirit of fair play, he
wouldstate his case to show that he
hai a right to move in this natter
What he complained of was published
in the telegraphie news, dated April
I st, to the St. John Freeman, and the
namie of an hon. member of the louse
was used as the authority for a charge
against himself contained therein. WC
aook this opportunity of contradietin,.
it,and leaving the hon.gentleman,whos'
name was mentioned, to contradict or
substantiate it. The paragraph was as
follows

" DeVeber intends bringing before the Pub
lic Accounts Committee the circnnstances
connected with two contracts given by the
late Government in 1871 to Costigan and
Mr. Renaud, then an M.P., for supplying ties
to the Intercolonial Railway. Thiough these
gentlemen got the contracts, they took them
in the names respectively of Collins and
Girouard, who were supposed to do the work.
The latter gentleman is now here pressing
for the payrnent of $7,000, which he alleges
is still due on the contract, but which it ap-
pears from the accouints of the Department
was drawn by Costigan under authoritr,
which he claimed was granted to hii by
Girouard. Now, Girouard denies that be ever
gave Costigan such authority; tiat he, in fact,
really performed the work of supplying
ties et a remunerative figure, but the profits
of the trausaction were, it is alleged, gobbled
up by hià partner, who was a menber ot
Parliament, and one of those exceedingly
virtuous gentlemen who took strong ground
against Anglin."
This article stated in so many words,
on the authority of the hon. member
for the city of St. John, that he (Mr.
Costigan) had gobbled up $7,000 be
longing to another man. and that this
man was in Ottawa to press his claim.
Now, ho characterized that as a slan-
der against himself; he defied any man
inside the House or out of it to estab.
lish by the slightest proof that he had
evergobbled up either public or private
money. If the hon. member for St.
John did not give authority for his
name being so used, it would certainlY
be most unfair if he did not state Clear-
ly that he did not furnish the inforna
tion upon which that despatch ws
founded. If he did not choose todo so,
ho (Mr. Costigan) contended that it
was bis duty to bring him befort s
Committee and give him an oppO't 0

nity of proving how false and hiow
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unworthy this attack was which had
been made upon him as a menbet of
the louse. It was clearly the hon.

gertleman's duty to do either the one

thing or the other. He hoped :the

House would excuse him for taking up
so much time, but he tbought it would
be admitted that, amongst the -ques-
tions of privilege which had beeti
broughtup there was not one in which
a memuber had more right to rise in his
own defence than in this.

31R. DEVEBER said ho had nothing
to u1 with the article which the hon.
«entleman had read; he had not him-
self seen it, and he certainly did not in-
s ire it. Beyond this, he did not
t ink it necessary to say anything.

MR. MASSON said if the hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay would allow 1im,
he would read a quotation to show that
newspapers could be brought into the
House:

"When a complaint is made of a news-
piper, the newspaper must be produeed, in
order that the paragraplis coinp ained of may
be read. On the 30th May, 1848, a men ber
couplained of the report of his speech on the
previous day--"

Ma. CASGRAIN: I do not know
why I should listen to a lecture which.
the hon. member for Terrebonne may
wish to read to the hon. member for
Chateauguay.

MR. SPEAKER : The question as to
the prol)riety of a proceeding having
been raised, I think it desirable that
the flouse should have full knowledge
tf what the law is. I do rio not think
the hon. member for Terrebonne was
goîng to discuss the question, but

erely wished to cite an authority
Which he has placed in my hand:

"When a complaint is made of a news-
Piper, the newspaper must be produced, in
urderthat the paragraphs complained of
l>ay be read. (I the 30th May, 1848, a

nber complai aed of the report et'his speech
on the previous day in a newspaper, and
'as proceeding to address the Eouse; whenewas stopped by the Speaker, as lie had-
he1 COpy Ot the newepaper on which te found
>5 fOMlijt. 1'he memnber whomiakes the

pOlnPaint must also be prepared with the
Paules of the printer or publisher, if he

,ed o follow up his comiplaint with a

Tht, however, was a complaint as to
in tnacurate report 0f a speeéh made
in the flouse Of Commons, and thero-

fore might be held to relateimmedia i
to proeeedings in the House. Whether
hon. members having o1her grievances,
have a right to bring then into the
House, is an entirely different question.
In the case under discussion, a certain
statement has been made in regard to
a transaction which took place some
years ago. The question whether an
hon.memberhad arightto vindica te his
own character and conduet by making
a statement in the House contradict-
ing a newspaper article, is a very
serious one for the Hou-e to consider,
as there might be no limit whatever to
a discussion arising between members
of the House and newspapers out of
doors.

M . DYMOND said he might be
allowed to say one word in vindication
of the course pursucd by his hon.
friend from Chateauguay by mention-
ing one little incident which had
occurred during the last few days,
which would show that he was per-
fectly even-handed in the advico he
gave to the hon. members on both
sides of the House. About a week
ago, a base article reflecting on his
(Mr. Dymond's) personal honour as a
member of the House appeared in a
newspaper published in this city
but the paper in which it ap-
peared immediately apologized, with-
out any action on his part, for what
had been somewhat inadvertently
insorted. That article, however, had
been extensively copied and sent
broadcast over the land by newspaper
correspondents opposed to hi.n politic-
ally. He did not know whether those
persons would do him justice by insert-
ing a retraction or apology. He con-
ferred with the hon. member for
Chateauguay as to whether it was not
his duty to call the attention of the
louse to the matter; but he suggested,
just in the same way as ho had done to
the bon. gentleman opposite, that the re
had already been too many of these dis-
cussions in the House as to false state-
ments by the Pres; and that it would
be far better for those oi the Govern -
ment aide to set an example, go that
they might be diseontinued. ie took
the bon. gentleman's advice, and he
mentioned this incident to show that
he had acted fairly between members
on both sides ofthe House.
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Ma. HOLTON said that, as he took
the responsibility of expressing bis
views to the Hlouse, he wished simply
to remark, in order that the dis-
cussion might not be continued,
that it was wi th reference to this prac-
tice, not with reference to the merits
of any particular attack made on the
hon. gentleman, ho had made bis pre-
vious observations. He thought the
course he took had been abundantly
vindicated. If, during the many years
he had been a member of Parliament,
he had called the attention of the
House to the strictures of the Press
upon himself, he should have projected
himself in a very disagreeable manner
on the attention of the House. He
thought that, unless some definite
action was intended to be taken by hon
gentlemen, the custom of bringing
forward these strictures by the Press
was one not to be cultivated or adopt-
ed; he would even go the length of
saying, not to be tolerated.

MR. TUPPER said it was due, not
only to the hon. member for Victoria,
N.B., but to every hon. gentleman in the
House, that he should bring forward
this matter. The bon. gentleman had
done wisely in taking the earhest op-
portunity to meet a charge of so grave
a character in so straightforward and
manly a way. This was particularly
shown by the fact that the hon. gentle-
man whose name was mentioned in
the article as the authority for the in-
formation refused, in any way to
become responsible for the statement
which had been published. He (Mr
Tupper) did not think that the advice
given to the hon. member for North
York by the hon. member for Chateau-
guay was good advice, because it was
absolutely necessary for the personal
honour and character of the hon. mem-
ber for North York that he, should
bring the matter of which he com-
plained before the House. When he
(Mr. Tupper), on a former occasion,
took the liberty of insinuating that
the hon. member for North York had
some connection with the reporting
staff of the Globe, the hon. gentleman
rose in his place and not only repri-
manded him-

Ma. YOUNG : I rise to a question
of order. If the hon. gentleman is to

MI. DYMOD.

be permittel to go into this matter,
other matters, of a cognate character,
will have to be brought before the
.House also. I would ask your ruiling,
Mr. Speaker, as to the question before
the Chair.

MR. TUPPER: I want you to bear
in mind that I am simply referring
now to the statement made by the hon.
member for North York when the
matter was under discussion.

Ma. SPEAKER said the hon. gen-
tleman spoke of the matter only to
show that the hon. member for Cha-
teauguay was not actuated by any per-
sonal bias, or by anything else than a
sense of the proprieties of Parliament.
A serious charge was made by himself,
and the hon. memberagainst him (Mr.
Costigan) advised that it should not be
brought before the House. Of course the
whole matter was only conversational.
Under the circumstances, he would
like to say a few words with regard to
this matter of privilege, as a great
many hon. members often rose with
the idea that they were privileged to
do so when there was no question ot
privilege at all ; and if they spoke,
they did so only on suffrage. As he
understood it, a question of privilege,
according to the modern practice, at
all events, must be something attack-
ing a member of the House, as member
of the House, attributing to him cor-
rupt and improper motives because he
spoke or voted in a certain way,
assaulting a member of Parliament
going to or coming from the louse, On
account of his behaviour in Parliamelit,
because it was held that no member of
this House should be accountable in,
any way except to the House; there-
fore, attacking a member outside the
House was a breach of the privilege
of Parliament. This was the rule, and
he considered it was a proper rale.
Where charges were made against any
member, he was satisfied they were
breaches of the privileges of the
flouse. fe thought that if the hon.
member chose to ask for an enquirY
he had a right to do so. If it was only
conversational, any member had a
right to put an end to the conversa-
tion at any moment by calling atten-
tion to the fact.
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ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR-
GENERAL.

Ma. MACKENZI F4,: I rise at present
o perform a duty which I feel, in a

ýense, to be one in which I may take
great pleasure ; in another sense, it is
one which gives me some pain. I rise
to propose an Address to His Excel-
lency the Governor-G-eneral, expres-
sive of the feelings of this House
towards him on the occasion of his
dieparture from tbis country, and I am
sure that I completely represent the
feelings of every member of this House,
when I say we look upon that event,
now near at hand, as one which will
be regretted by every resident of Can-
ada, as well as every member of this
Ilouse. The position of Governor-
General of a great colony like Canada,
a country exalted above the ordinary
condition of colonies, and embracing
within its borders an entirely new sys-
tem of Government-although that
system of government is consistent
with that of other great British colo-
nies. Ilere we have many Provinces,
forming part of the federation, though
they exist in a semi-independent con-
dition as regards the Dominion. Jn-
der such a system, the duties, labours,
anxieties and responsibilities of the
Chief Executive of the country are
eorrespondingly increased, and we can
easily understand the difficulties which
nust beset even the most experienced
statesman coming from the Mother
Country to assume the conduct of
affairs, and act as the representative of
ier Majesty in this country. We are,
therefore, expected, on the arrival of
a ncw Governor-General, to aid him by
our sympathies in the discharge of the
responsible duties which he is called
upon to diseharge, It may, however,
be thought by some, that the office of
a Governor-General or Lieutenant.
Governor of any of the British colo-
!es is one of comparatively small
'imiportance as regards the political life
and general prosperity of that country.
I do not believe that to be the case. I
believe that the Governor of
any country has a great deal to do, by
judicious management of the affairs
which are committed to his hands, in
promoting or retarding the general
çrosperity of that particular colony.
Ve have had in Canada a long experi-
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ence of the public men of England
who have been sent out here in that
capacity. We have had some of the
ablest men that could be furnished by
the Empie sent to rule over us in the
name of Her Majesty; but, I venture
to say, that amongst all the celebrated
men who have held that position in
this country, none will be remembered
with feelings of greater gratitude or
kindliness than the present Governor-
General, Lord Dufferin. He has en-
deavoured, since bis advent as Gov-
ernor-General, not merely to discharge
bis bigh duties with impartiality,
and in that manner which becomes
the representative of ler. Majesty,
in a constitutionally-governed country,
inhabited by ahigh-spirited, intelligent
people; but he has endeavoured, by
every means in bis power, to make the
name of Canada known all over the
world, so far as bis personal influence
and efforts, aided by bis political posi-
tion, would enable him to do so. He
bas exerted himself to accomplish this
end in a way that no other Governor-
General bas donc. To be sure, no other
Governor-General bas had quite the
same opportunities, because Canada,
as an aggregation of smaller Provinces,
h,,s not been in existence many years.
His Excellency bas endeavoured to
make himself intimately acquainted
with the wants and resources of all
portions of the vast Dominion over
which he was called to rule; and, by
bis successive journeyings through the
varions Provinces of the British Empire
on this continent, he bas, perhaps,
made himself better acquainted with
the entire political system under which
we live, and the people which inhabit
the varions Provinces, and their re-
sources, than any Governor-General
who ever lived in this country. It is
a matter of congratulation to us to
know that such effort bas been made
by one who holds so distinguished a
position among bis peers in the mother
land; and, although we sball
very soon have occasion to
lament his departure from among
us, we rnay yet calculate with
absolute certainty that the intimate
knowledge and warm appreciation of
this country, which he has shown in
all his public utterances, will lead him
to give a hearty response to any
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request made by this Dominion to him,
and that he will do anything in his
power whieh can advance the material
interests of this country. I have often
remarked the extraordinary influence
which some of His Excellency's
speeches have had in the Old Country.
During bis visits to several of the Pro-
vinces, speeches have been made by
him which commanded the attention
of all parts of England, Scotland and
Ireland, as well as other countries,
especially with reference to the vari-
ous iesources of this country. Those
speeches were the opinion of a distin-
guishtd English statesman as to its
capacity for maintaining a vast popu-
lation proud of its relations to the
Empire, and the certainty of future,
greatness; and I venture to say that
no agency bas been more potent in
making Canada known to the world
than these utterances of His Excel-
lency, circulated as they have been
through the Press of Europe. What-
ever may be His Excellency's future,
we can never fail to look upon these
speeches of his, and his other efforts,
otherwise than as efforts made for the
advancement of Canadian interests, as
efforts which we have no doubt-which
we have abundant proof already-
have conduced greatly to that end. It
is, therefore, with the very greateEt
ploasure that I assume the task, as a
inember of the Government, of moving
an Address expressive, in some degree,
of the feelings which this House hold'
for His Excellency, of our approval of
his course as Governor-General, and
our hearty good wishes for his future
career. I should but ill-fulfil the task
which I feel to be a difficult one, were
I to refrain from saying one word re-
garding our personal relations. It has
been my fortune, as a member of the
Government, to have, as a matter of
course, the most intimate relations with
His Excellency for a number of years
and I can only say that, in this respect,
as anyone else who has had the same
relation must say, that they have been
of the most gratifying kind, and it is
alwavs a matter of congratulation to
find that the experience of our public
men with those who have been sent
from Britain for a time to act in the
capacity of representative to ier
Majesty, should be of such a character

MR. MACKENZIE.

as to leave no ill-feeling behind.
It will be observed, Sir, that I have
made a reference in this Address to
His Excellency's distinguished consort
and I need only say, in regard to that
distinguisbed lady, that she bas amplyand fully seconded His Excellency's
efforts in all that could possibly be ex.
pected by the Most exacting, in the
position sbe bas occupied. Every
member of this Bouse will always
gratefully remember Ber Excellency
efforts to minister to their enjoyment,
and al] good wishes will accompany her
from Canadians through all her future
life. I beg to move, seconded by Sir
John A. Macdonald:-

" That an humble Address be presentel
to lis Excellency the Governor-(ineral,
expressing the deep feehng of regret of th,
House at his approaching departure froi
Canada, and it is our duty to assure His Ex-
cellency that the zealous devotion ofhis great
abilities on all occasions to the publie inter-
ests is held in high appreciation; and that
especially the visits to each of the Provinces
and Territories of the Dominion, hy which
His Excellency has familiarized himselfwith
the character o the people and the resourcee
of the country; and the eloquent speeches
ia which His Excellency has enlarged on
those topics have been attended with the
most beneficial results in attracting atten-
tion to Canada; and that we are highly
sensible of le geat degree in whicl litera-
ture and art an the i edustrial pursuite have
received encouragement from His Excel-
leucy's efforts and liberality; and asauring
His Excellency and his distinguished consort
that they will bear with them on leaving u
our warmest wishes for their future ivelfare
and happiness; that we rejoice in the convic
tion that, though Canada may no longer p0-
sess the advantage of His Excellency.'s
experience and knowledge of publie affa;rs n
so exclusive a degree as she has enjoyed the"'
in the past, she will continue to have in IS
Excellency a friend and advocate; and thai
it is our heartfelt wish that, for many vears,
the Empire at large may have the benefit oi
His Excellency's ripe wisdom, experience
and eminent abilities."

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Mr.
Speaker, like the hon. the First MiiIie
ter, I rise with mingled feelings of re-
gret and pleasure to second this resOlii
tion. Like him, liko the pcOple ùI
Canada and like the members of tliv
louse, I feel the greate.st regrret at the

approaching departure of the illustrf
ous representative of our Sovereignî
in this country. But I rise with Plea
sure to express in my humble
way my great appreciation of
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his great qualities as the re-
presentative of our Sovereign
duing the six years he bas fitly and
fully represented the dignity, the re-
sponsibility, the power and the in-
fluence of the Crown. Like the hon.
the First Minister, I would say that the
office of Governor-General is not a
mere formal office. It is one of great
power. It is one of great dignity. It is
one of the greatest responsiblity,and the
Governor-General is a person elevated,
like the Sovereign, far above the shift-
ing party polities of the day. He is at
the helm of state. He guides, advises,
warns and counsels, and he-while
others, absorbed in party politics, may
forgot for the moment the interests of
the country-has only one object before
hlim, and that is the common interests
of all. That is a duty thrown by the
Sovereign upon her representative, and
everyone must admit, and everyone
cheerfully admits, that the duty bas
been fully and ably performed by the
Earl of Dufferin. It is especially im-
portant on this continent, where Re-
publican institutions prevail, that
monarchy should show its beneficent
side ; and if every monarchy was ren-
dered pleasant, if ever the principles
of monarchy were vindicated, and the
usefulness of monarchical institutions
fully vindicated, they have been vin-
dicated in the manner in which
the representative of the monarch
has performed bis duties dur-
ing the last six years. And
s0 it is that feelings of regret pre-
vail on both sides of this House, and
arnong both political parties into which
this country is divided, at the ap-
proaching departure of his Excellency;
and that they unite, as I know they
do cordially, sincerely and from the
bottom ot their hearts, in their tribute
of respect and affection to the Earl of
Dufferin. As the hon. the Prime Min-
ister bas said, the Address would not be
perfect if it did not contain our senti-
ments towards His Excellenev's con-
sort. Under a Government like this
Under monareby, and in a countrygoverned by monarchical institutions,the consort of the Sovereign, or theconlsort of the representative of the
Soereign, always holds, and must be

do assume a political character,and that illustrious lady, as the Prime
118½i

Minister has truly said, has fitly
and well seconded the efforts
of the Governor-General to main-
tain the dignity, the honour and
the popularity of the position which
they have held. While we regret, Sir,
that so soon we are to be bereft of the
presence of these two illustrious per-
sonages, wo have the consolation to
which my hon friend opposito alluded,
that we have not lost their services for
ever. Fortunately, the Governor-Gen-
eral is still a young man, is still in the
prime of life. Although ripe in ex-
perience gathered from many lands,
and through holding many positions,
he is still a young man, and we may
look forward to many years of his
influence in a higher position,-high as
his present position is,-in the counsels
of the Mother Country. He has won, as
we all know, and we have evidences of
it from the honour that bas been con-
ferred upon him since lie bas been
Governor-General, the confidence of the
illustrious Lady he represents. Any
one who reads the Press knows that
he not only bas the confidence of the
fourth estate in England, but that of
the Sovereign, and with the Sovereign
and the Press both fully appreciating
his great qualities, he will, I am satis-
fied, if Providence spares bis life end
health, for many years hold as high a
position as, aye and a still higher posi-
tion, than that he is about, to our
infinite regret, to vacate. As this
Address says, truly we, everyone of
us, know that wherever he goes, what-
ever position he may be placed in he will
always bave a kindly remembrance
of ihe Dominion of Canada. He
knows quite well with what a feeling
of affection the people of Canada re-
gard him, and he would be less than
man, or more than many if he did not
returu that feeling, but we know that
ho will do it. It is fortunate he is so
young a man. If we look back, as I
cas, it will be seen that it is our mis-
hap that of all the representatives of
the Sovereign that have governed the
old Pros inces of Canada, there is only
one still left, and he, from the position
he at present holds, is deprived of the
opportunity, whatever bis desire to do
so may be, of standing as the advocato
of the future interests of Cinada. But
with a certain future, if God spares
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-him, and health before him, we know
we shall have, in the great sphere of
usefuiness that is open for him, when
he laves this country, after such a
succcessful reign, for reign it was, a
powerful, firm and sincere advocate of
the best interests of the Dominion, in
the Earl of iDufferin. These senti-
ments, I believe, must impress them-
selves, and do impress themselves,
upon the hearts and reasons of every-
one. With these remarks, I have the
greatest pleasure iii seconding the
resolutions of the hon. the Prime
Minister.

M. LAURIEPR said ho rose with
much pleasure to support the motion.
Nowhere, he was sure, would its senti-
ments be re-echoed with more sincerity
or a warmer appreciation of the merits
of its distinguished object than in the
Province of Quebec, of -which ho was
an humble representative. Tho kindly
disposition of His Excellency, bis ad-
mirable qualities as a publie man, his
studious desire to soften the asperities
of public life in Canada, and above all,
the respect and affection ho had shown
for all the institutions of Quebec on
account of its inhabitants, had endear-
ed him to thom all without distinction
of party or creed. He had shown
more sympathy with its people than
Governors of the same French race.
The same good qualities had been dis-
played by him-happily in more
tranquil times-as Lord Elgin had
manifested at a troubled period of
Canadian history. The people of
Lower Canada would, like all their
fellow-countrymen, deeply regret His
Excellency's departure, and never
coase to follow him with the kindliest
wishes for future happiness and suitable
opportunities of well-doing. Lady
Dufferin always enjoyed the respect
and affection of the people, and would
always retain a place in their hearts.

MR. LANGEVIN: I am happy to
have this opportunity of being able,
and in company with the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue, who bas
just taken bis seat, in the name of the
French-Canadians, who formed such
an important part of the population of
the Dominion of Canada, to express
their sentiments of deep regret on the
occasion of the departure of His Excel-

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

lency the Governor-General and bis
worthy consort. I concur fuUy, and I
know that my countrymen in Lower
Canada, the French-Canadians, equallv
with the people of other origins, will
wholly concur in the sentiments that
have been expressed by the hon. the
First Minister, the leader of the Oppo-
sition, and the bon. gentleman who
bas just spoken on the subject of the
regret we ail feel to sec His Excellencv
leuve us. We have had, previous to
the arrival of His Excellency, other
Governors since 1841, and some of
them have rendered themselves
more popular than others with
the Province of Quebee; their names
will remain in the memory of the peo-
ple of Lower Canada; that of Sir
Charles Bagot especially is honoured
and venerated by our population. The
name, also, of Lord Elgin is stili a
naine which is received with respect
and applause by the public when men-
tioned in speeches here and elsewhere,
and I am convinced that the name of
Lord Dufferin will rest not less dear to
the poople of my Province in particular.
His name is popular in Lower Canada,
in the cottages and the villages, and in
the most remote parts of the Province.
This name of Lord Dufferin is se
popular among the French Canadians
that they have popularized it; he is
by them called, not Lord Dufferin, but
Lord Dufresne. They make of him a
French Canadian, to such a great de-
grec have they found him in sympathy
with our race. Mr. Speaker, Lord
Dufferin, since he has been at the head
of the Government, bas made himself
acquainted with all parts of this
country, even to its remotest and least
populous Province; he bas endeavoured
to know and to identify himself with
the population, and to make himseli
familiar with their necessities, and
even with -their prejudices. We have
seun him on the shores of the Atlantic,
and again on the shores of the Pacific
Later, we saw him in the midst of the
Western plains, and why? Bec"us
he desired to acquaint himself witn a11
our needs, and to visit the
whole country ; and 1 an
convinced that when Lord Daf-
ferin returns to his native contry.
if he is accorded some degree of leisurle,
he will not forget this countrY which
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be has governed with so much wisdom;
and perhaps we will have some work
from bis able and elegant pen, which
will, no doubt, not be a work on the
subject of "l High Latitude," but will
spcak with authority on the subject of
the latitudes in which we live. Mr.
Speaker, if we judge by the past, this
will be an excessively interesting and
important production ; and I am thor-
oughly convinced that if our gracious
Sovereign does not before long sall
His Excellency to some position higher
even than the one be now fills in the
Empire, be will cause to appear this
work which will certainly be one to
which we will refer with great plea-
sure, and which will be a most inter-
esting and most useful production. In
thus speaking of Ris Excellency
the Governor-General, we can-
not forget the amiable Lady
who is his worthy consort. Lady Duf-
ferin has always shown a most excellent
and gracious disposition in meeting
the requirements of our works of char-
ity, in patronizing the bazaars,tbe fêtes,
the examinations, and all that is inter-
esting in connection with our great in-
stitutions of charity or education, not
only of Lower Canada, but also of other
parts of the country. Ilence, her name
will remain associated with that of
Lord Dufferin, and long after they
have left this country, their names
will be remembered and blessed. They
are going to leave this country, but
they do so with our best wishes; and
we will not cease to pray for their good
fortune and prosperity, and, I am con-
vinced that, before long, after His Ex.
cellency bas quitted our shores, we
will sec and hope that our Gracious
Sovereign will not fail to utilize bis
services, bis talents, bis great experi-
ence and ability, in some other emi-
nent position. Having thus expressed
myself, Mr. Speaker, I beg to thank
the Hlouse for the attention it bas ac-
corded me, and to say that I fully con-
car With the terms of the proposed
Address:

1R. MACKENZIE moved:
" That the said Resolution be referred

to a Select Committee, composed of
Messrs. Mackenzie, Blake, Sir John A.
Macdonald, Holton, Laflamme, Tupper,

dinal (Westmoreland), Langevin, and Mas-
h , draft an Address to fis Excellency

Ma. MACKENZIE, fi om the said
Committee, reported the draft of an
Address, which is as fol lows:-

"To His Excellency the Right Honour-
able Sir FREDERIC TEMPLE, Earl of Dufferin,
Viscount and Baron Clandeboye of Clande-
boye, in the Count3 Down, in the Peerage of
the United Kingdom, Baron Dufferin and
Clandeboye, of Balleleidy and Kiileleagh, in
the Connty Down, in the Peerage of Ireland,
and a Baronet, Knight of the Most Illustrious
Oraer of Saint Patrick, Knight Grand Cross
of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint
Michael and Saint George, and Kni ght Coin-
mander of the Mout Honourable Order of the
Bath, Governor-General of Canada, and
Vice-Admiral of the saine, etc., etc., etc.

"MAY 1T PLEASE You EXCELLENCY:

" We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal sub-
jects, the Cominons of Canada,
in Parliament assembled, beg leave to ap-
proach Your Excellency with the expreseion
of the deep feeling of regret which we experi-
ence at your approaching departure fron
Canada.

" We feel it to be a duty to assure Your
Excellency that the zealous devotion of your
great abilities on all occasions to the public
interests is held in high appreciation ; and
that especially the visits to each of the Pro-
vinces and Territories of the Dominion, by
which Your Excellency has familiarized
yourself with the character of the people and
the resources of the country, and the elo-
quent speeches in which Your Excellency
has enlarged on those topics have been at-
tended with the most beneficial results in
attracting attention to Canada.

"We are highly sensible of the great de-
gree in which literature and art and the
industrial pursuits have received encour-
agement froin Your Excellency's efforts and
li>erality.

"We venture to convey the assurance that
Your Excellency and your distinguished
Consort will bear with you on leaving us our
warmest wishes for your future welfare and
happiness; tlat we rejoice in the conviction
that, though Canada may no longer possess
the advantage of Your Excellency's experi-
ence and knowledge of public affairs in so
exclusive a degree as she lias enjoyed them
in the pust, this country will continue to
have in Your Excellency a friend and advo.
cate; and that it i8 our heartfelt wish that
for many years the Empire at large may
have the benefit of Your Excellency's ripe
wisdom, experience and eminent abilities.'

Address read the second time and
agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed,
and to be communicated to the Senate
for their concurrence.
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THE QUEBEC CRISIS.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT moved-

" That Mr. Speaker do now leave the
Chair, for the House to go again into Coin-
inittee of Supply."

Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD: Mr.
Speaker, I rise for the purpose of
bringing before the attention of this
House the late political events wbich
occurred in the Province of Quebec,
and I may as well now read the motion
which I propose to place in your hand.
I move, Sir, seconded by the hon.
member for Cumberland-

" That Mr. Speaker do not uow leave the
Chair, but that it be Re8olved that the recent
dismissal by the Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebec of his Ministers was, under
the circumstances, unwise and subver-
sive of the position accorded to the
advisers of the Crown mince the con-
cession of the principle of Responsible Gov-
ernnent to the British North American
Colonies."

It was suggested the other day that
the motion to be made on this subject
should be an independent motion,
standing upon its own merits, and in
an amendable form, and my hon.
friend Irom Chateauguay alluded as an
example to the course taken with re-
spect to the celebrated resolutions
relative to Responsible Government
which were passed in September, 1841.
There is this difference between that
case and this. Those were a series of
propositions for the future Government
of this country. Before that, Canada,
which had long been fighting for Res-
ponsible Government,bad not succeeded
in obtaining that great boon, and
those resolutions contained, in fact, a
measure, not certainly in the form of
a Bill, but still a measure for the
future government and administration
of this country. This, on the other
hand, is an expression of a grievance.
It is not a resolution for laying down a
new rulo for amending any rule for the
administration of the affairs of this
country, but it is a statement from the
point of view to which I venture to
call the attention of the louse, of a
grievance, of a brench of the constitu-
tional system which now exists in
Canada. It is a well-understood prin-
ciple that the denand for supply and
the assertion of gi ien iies go hand-in-

MI. MACKENZIE.
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hand. It is the proper mode, and the
expedient time for assertirg grier-
ances when supply is demanded by the
Crown. And if that be so, the griev-
ance must be stated in the language of
the party who claims and states it as a
grievance. It is no satisfaction of the
right of the party wishing to make his
complaint that he should be told by
amendients that his grievance is not
as alleged, but that it is another kind
of grievance, and must be dealt witl
in another way. Therefore, I bave
thought it expedient to adopt
the constitutional mode of mak-
ing this motion at this time.
This question, as I have already
stated, 1 hope and beheve should be
approached without any party feeling
one way or the other. It is a con.
stitutional question, rising far above
and beyond the temporary party
struggles of the day. The hon. gentle-
men opposite are as interested as we
are on this side in the good govern.
ment of the country, in laying down
correct principles for its government.
I have had something to do, and I am
proud of having had something to do,
with the Confederation of these Prov-
inces, with the establishment of-the pre-
sent system, and the inauguratiýn ofthe
Dominion. The hon. gentleman at the
hend of the Government is one of those,
to their credit be it said, who forgot
party feelings and party antecedents,
forgot for the time all the old struggles,
in a common effort to lift, if it were
possible, the scattered Provinces from
the slough into which they had in
some degree fallen-at least in which
the late Province of Canada had fallen
-and to form one great Dominion un-
der her Majesty's Crown and Govern-
ment. The hon. gentleman at the head
of the Government, as well as myself,
and all the leading men of that day
who were concerned in laying the
foundation of the Dominion, must desire
to see that a fair superstructure shall
be raised on that foundation, and that
it shall not be undermined, shall not be
weakened or destroyed, or prejudiced
by any mistake so early in our histOry.
It is of the very greatest consequence
that we should make no bad precedent.
A bad precedent is a dangerous thing,
especially when we are in the cOB-
mencement of our history. A flaw, a

1878 The



Quebec Crisis. 1879

diseaQe at the roots of the yoing troc,
is surcly to load to early docay, and,
therefore, it is especially our duty to
see that the troc plantod by us, to
change the metaphor from the build-
ing to the troc, shall be sheltered from
every possible disease or infirmity
which might destroy its valtuo. A bad
precedent is an exceedingly bad thing.
if there is a mistake in administration,
that can bo cured by a change of Gov-
ernnent or of policy. If there is bad
legislation, that can be cured by repeal-
ing or amending the objectionable
Acts; but a precedent once established,
always has its influence. If you take
up constitutional authorities, you will
tind precedents quoted from very early
times. It is amusing to see how, when
ainy constitutional question arises, gen-
tlemen interested in sucb subjects
follow out the line of precedents, and
you will see sometimes quoted preced-
ents in the time of George III., if not
earlier, as of equal value and weight
with the precedents that have been set
in our own day and in our own time.

Ma. MACKENZIE: That is good
Tory doctrine.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD : The
Tory doctrine is a doctrine which says
there must be a conservation of the
<onstitution. It is good Tory doctrine
to say that the treatment bestowed on
the tree should vary with its growing
wants and developments. A bad pre-
cedent being a bad thing, it is of the
verv greatest consequence, on this, the
very first occasion whon a great con-
stitutional question has arisen, that we
should deal with it in a manner worthy
of it. I had thought, looking at
publie affairs from my point of view,
that at this time, in the nineteonth
century, and with a.l the advantages
we have derived from English prece.
dents, and our own system, a question
of this kind could not have arison in
Canada again, but it only shows that
eternal vigilance is the price of li berty,
who iat this time, here in Canada,wr havlmg gained Rosponsible Gov-

:eont at the point of the bayonet,the first principles of Responsible Gov-
ernment should require to be discussed
and defended in this House. The
resolution I have submitted to the
Hlouse states that the act of the Lieut.-

Goý ernor of the Province of Quebec,
" was unwise and subversive of con-
stitutional Government," and uncon-
stitutional in overy way. The first
question that arises upon that resolu-
tion is whether we have any concern
with that in this House. I need
scarcely discuss the question, I sup-
pose, and I hope, I believe, that the
Lieutenant-Governors of the different
Provinces stand now precisely in the
same position with respect to the Gov-
ernor-General and his Cabinet, as the
Governor-General stands with respect
to the Queen and ber Cabinet; and, if
that be admitted, then it must be held
that the Parliament of the Dominion
of Canada bas a supervision of the acts
of the Lieu tenant-Governors. Before
Confederation, as we all know, each of
the Provinces had a Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor. We had a Governor-General of
British North America, who had, by
his commission, a nominal supervi-
sion of the Provinces of Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward
Island, but that was a merely nominal
supervision. Unless the Governor-
General was personally present and
superseded the Lieutenant-Governor,
then those Governors stood in exactly
the same relation to their respective
Provinces as the Governor-Genoral of
British North America did to the old
Province of Canada. They reported
direct to Her Majesty's Government,
or rather to the Colonial Minister who
represented Her Majesty in that re-
spect. It is well known that before
Confederation all these Governors
were liable to have their conduct dis-
cussed in the British Parliament.
Every Governor of every colony in the
British Empire was liablo to have bis
conduet discussed, to have a motion
male for his recall, or for bis censure,
or to censure Her Majesty's Govern-
ment if they did not recall him. I
need scarcely quote the numerous
cases which occurred in days of old ;
but in modern times we all remember
the case of Governor Eyre, whose con-
duct was discussed in the British House
of Commons again and again, who
was dismissed by ier Majesty's Gov-
ernment in consequence of the action
that was taken in the House of Com-
mons. We all know the case of Sir
Charles Darling, who was recalled by
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Her Majesty's Government, and whose.
conduct and deportment and mode of
Government were frequently discussed
in the British Parliament. If hon.
members would like to have reference
to the discussions I will give them.
The discussion on Governor Darling's
case will be found in the English Ran-
sard, volume 191, page 1964, and that
on Governor Eyre's case in volume
184, pages 1069 and 1763. There was
a remarkable case showing the freedom
vith which the British Parliament

discussed the conduct of Colonial Gov-
ernors on the motion made by the late
Jos. Hume against successive Gov-
ernors of British Guiana, where he
attacked most strongly the conduct of
the Government, charging them with
a breach of honour and of duty in
respect to these Governors, who were
two rather distinguished men-Sir
Henry Light and Governor Barkley.
In this country, within my experience
and that of the hon. mewnber for Cha-
teauguay (Mr. Holton), Lord Cath-
cart announced in a very unusual way,
rather as a soldier than as a politi-
cian--

MR. HOLTON: By your advice.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD : It
was long before my time.

Ma. HOLTON: It was after Lord
Metcalfe came, and before Lord Elgin
arrived.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: It
was before my time. The first Gov-
ernor under whom I served was Lord
Elgin.

MR. HOLTON : It was your party.

SIR JOHN A.MACDONAL D: I never
served either under Lord Metcalfe or
Lord Cathcart. Only a year or two
ago we had the case of Mr. Pope Hen-
nessy, whose conduct in Barbadoes was
diseussed. Although he was not re-
called, the debate in the House of
Commons went so far as to show, per-
haps in his superabundant zeal, be-
cause I believe it was such, ho had,
perhaps, outrun discretion, and he was,
a very short period afterwards, re-
moved te another colony. These cases,
however, are not required in order te
establish the fact that the Imperial
Parliament have deait with the acts,
the merits and demerits of Colonial

SIR JoiN A. MACDONALD.

Governors with perfect freedom, and
with perfect right, and the Imperial
Government are held responsible, a.
they were in Governor Eyre's case
when they resisted several of the ro.
tions made to follow ul) his disrnissai
by punishment, and censure was en-
deavoured to bc cast on them br-
several resolutions. In fact, it is said
by the present Lord Grey in his book
on Representative Government, that,
in some respects, the colonies have au
a Ivantage over the Mother Country.
The Sovereign can do no wrong, but
if the representative of the Sovereign
does wrong, the people of the colony
have the right to appeal to the foot of
the Throne, and hold the Imperial
Ministers responsible if they do not do
justice to the colony. I will quote a
short passage. Earl Grey says, at
page 346

"But there was this most important dif-
ference between a Colonial Governor and an
English Sovereign of the Houses of Planta-
genet or Tudor, that the former was respon-
sible to a distant and generally an impartial
authority, to which the Colonists couhi
always appeal to relieve themn from a Gov-
ernor who abused bis power. The Crown
could recall any Governor who failed in the
discharge of bis dties; and if it refused to
do so on a well-grounded complaint from the
inhabitants of a Colony, they were entitled to
lay their grievance before Parliament, to
which the Ministers on whose advice the
Crown had acted were bound to answer for
what hai been done."

My contention is, and I do not suppose
it will be disputed, that the sane
power that rested in the Imperial Par-
liament with respect to Colonial Gov-
ernors appointed by direct commandof
Her Majesty, exists with respect to the
Dominion Parliament as far as regards
Lieutenant-Governors appointed by
commission of the Governor-Gener.
In the remarks which I shall address
to the House, I assume that the Lieu-
tenant-Governor of each Province has
the same power, represents the Crowai
to the same degree as the Governor-
General represents the Crown with re-
spect to the Dominion Parliament,
within the jurisdiction of his own Pro-
vince. I do not mean te say, it is not
necessary for the purpose of my argU-
ment, that this is legally so. A very
strong argument has been used lately
by a distinguished lawyer in Montresl
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(mi. Ker) upon that point. le has
zone to show and to argue tha-t by law

Ihe Lieutenant-Governor, being a
cretire of the Statute, a creature of
oui constitutional Act, appointed by
ciomtmission from the Governor-Gene-
r-ai, and not fron the Sovereign
directly, has not the same power, or
the samne attributes, or the same posi-
tiol aï the Governor-General. Wel,
thete is much to be said from a merely
lawyer 's point of view in that respect.

Ma. IIOLTON: Not much.

SIR JOIIN A. MACDONALD: And
I wouild not be at all surprised if a case
were brought up before the Courts,
which would be obliged to set aside the
constitutional question, and look at the
strietly legal question, whether that
night not be naintained. We know
with respect to the powers of the
Speakers of the different Provinces
that that question has been decided
twice, if not thrice, perhaps oftener.
The different Legislatures, the different
representativos of the people, the Co-
lonial Assembly have always contended
that the Speakers in the different Colo-
nies lad the same power within their
linited Colonial jurisdiction as the
Speaker of the Louse of Commons, and
that it is absol'htely necessary for us
that the Speaker should have that
power. But we know that it was de-
eided in on action brought against the
Speaker of Newfoundland in the case
of Kelley and the Speaker, that the
Speaker had no such right. That the
right of the Speaker of the House of
Commons rested upon prescription.
That the Speakers under the Colonial
constitution were creatures of the
Statute, and that they had no common
law Parliamentary rights, as the
Speaker of the flouse of Commons had.
Stili, all the Colonies said it was abso-
lutely necessary that that power
should be given them. It was accorded
to us. In the case of McNab against
Bidwell, when Sir Allan 1heNab
brought an action against the Speaker
of the old Pi ovince of Upper Canada
for false imprisonment, because he had,
under order of the House of Assembly,
and as Speaker, issued a warrant lorhis arrest, the question was raised
though I am not sure that in that case
it was formally decided. For the pur-

pose of this discussion I will assume
ihat the Lieutenant-Governor held pre-
cisely the same position in reference to
the Province of Quebec, its Legislature
and its Ministry, as the Governor-
General does in regard to this Legis-
lature and the Ministry that advises
him. In this discussion, as far as I an
concerned, I assume that ho has the
same power and responsibility, the
sane right of exercising the proroga-
tive within the limits prescribed by the
Confederation Act, and the saine re.
sponsibilities, and that ho must be
subject to the same checks. I have
been speaking about the legal right of
Speakers, and I will now also speak of
the legal right of Lieutenant.Gover-
nors, of Governor-Generals, and of the
Crown. A great deal of confusion
arises, as is evident from the argu-
monts we read in the Press, from the
intermingling of the question of pre-
rogative power and constitutional
right. The Crown bas great powers,
great legal powers, and if they are ex-
ercised, every Court must sustain the
exorcise of that prerogative power,
tha legal power, because it is
a power conferred upon the Crown
by law. At the same time,
every one ofthese Acts. which are sus-
tained, and may be sustained in the
Courts as perfectly legal, may be as
thoroughly unconstitutional as the
Court declared them to be legal. For-
merly. it was otherwise, but now the-
distinction is drawn in practice and in
theory. All the constitutional writers
lay down that principle beyond cavil,
and to say that the Crown bas the
right Io dismiss a person, or to ap-
pointa person, the right to veto an Act
of Parliament, the right to make a
treaty, that the Crown bas an infinity
of prerogative rights, is no answer to
any charge which may be brougbt
against the Crown, or the advisers of
the Crown, that the legal prerogative
of the Crown was unconstitutionally
exercised. The Sovereign, for instance,
can declare war, as we all know. The
Sovereign can make treaties without
reference to Parliainent. The Sover-
eign could, by a treaty, give away the
Isle of Man, or the Channel Islands, or
the Duchy of Cornwall, and that treaty
would be legal, and the country would
be gone. But, at the same time, theie &
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is the right of impeachment, and no
Minister in his senses would ever re-
commend such an exercise of the
royal prerogative. It is very impor-
tant, Mr. Speaker, that we should keep
that difference distinctly and steadily
before us. We sec it mentioned in
some of the newspapers, which one
usually styles Liberal, but which, in
this case, were the reverse of Li beral,
Ihat the Constitutional Act gives the
Lieutenant-Governor the power to dis-
miss bis Ministers, that they only held
office during his pleasure, and that
pleasure can be exercised whenever the
Crown thinks proper so to exercise it.
That is not the constitution, and I will
call attention to the difference shortly,
because it is well to lay down this
principle, and to understand the differ-
ence between the legal power and the
constitutional exercise of it. Lord
Brougbam, who is, I must say, how-
ever, not perhaps the strongest author-
ity on constitutional questions, who
w-as a little erratic, though his gen-
eral idea, as my hon. friends opposite,
who have studied these questions,
must know, was that of a man whose
statements should be received with re-
spect, said:

"In discoursing upon the frame of our
Government, I have frequently used the term
constitutional, notwithstanding the disfavour
in which it is held by political reasoners of
the Bentham school. They regard it as a
gross absurdity, and as the cant language of
the 'factions' whom they hate. lhey say
that the word bas either no neaning at all,
or it means everything and anything. A
thing is unconstitutional say they, which
anyone, for any reason, chooses to dislike.
With all deference to these reasoners, the
word has a perfectly intelligible meaning,
and signifies that, what it is always most
important to regard with due attention, many
things that are not prohibited by the law,
nay, that cannot be prohibited without also
prohibiting things which ought to he per-
mitted, are nevertheless reprehensible, and
reprehensible because contrary to the spiri t
of the Constitution. Thus the Sovereign of
England is allowed by law, like any otier
person, to amass as muchi money as Le
pleases hy his savings, or by entering into,
speculations at home and abroad. He might
accumulate a treasure of fiftv millions as
easily as bis brother of fo'lland7lately did one
of five, and lie would thus, besides his par-
liamentary income, aid without coming to
Parliament for a revenue, have an incone of
his own equal to two or three millions a
year. This would be an operation perfectly
law-rul and perfectly constitutional, and the
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Minister wiho should question it would be
justly liable to severe censure accordingly.
So we speak with perfect correctness of a law
which is proposed being unconstitutional. ifit
sias agamnst the genius and spirit of our free
government, as, for example, against the
separation of the executive from the legisla-
tive and judicial functions. A Bill framed
into a Statute whicl should permanentlv pro-
hibit public meetings without the consent of
the Government, would be as valid and
binding a law as the Great Charter, or the
Act of Settlement,but a more unconstitutional
law could not be well desired. So a law giv-
ing the soldiers, or the militia, the power of
choosing their officers. or a law, withdrawing
the military wholly from the jurisdiction oef
the courts of law, would be as binding and
valid as the Yearly Meeting Act, but it
would violate most grievously the whole
spirit of our Constitution. In like manner,
letting the people choose their Judges,
whether of the Courts of Westminster, or
Justices of the Peace, would be as unconsti-
tutional a law as letting the Crown name the
juries in all civil and criminal cases."

But, Sir, I will quote the language of
a man of the present day, the mention
of whose name will be sufficient to
ensure respect for his opinions ; one
who is extremely liberal in his views,
and who, as an historian, has assumed
in England the first place. I refer to
Mr. Freeman. This passage is so in-
structive that, at the risk of being
todious, I shall read it, especially as
the point I am now discussirg is put
far more aptly and with greater ability
than I can pretend to put it. He
says:

"Since the 17th century, things have, in
this respect, greatly altered. The work Of
legislation,ofstrictly constitutional legislation
bas never ceased. A long succession Of
legislative enactnents stand out as land-
marks of political progreps, no less in more
recent that in earlier times. But alongside
of it there has been a aeries of political
changes, changes of no less moment than
those which are recorded m the Statute-book,
which have been made without any legisla;
tive enactment whatever. A whole code of
political naxims, universally acknowledged
in theory, universally carried out in practice,
has grown up without leaving among the
formal Acts of our Legislature any trace Of
the steps by which it grew up. To the end
of the 17th century, we may fairly say, that
no distinction could be drawn between the
Constitution and the law. The prerogauive
of the Crown, the privilege of Parliament,
the liberty of the subject, might not always
he clearlv defined on every point. It has,
indeed, been said that those three things
were all of them things to which in their
own nature no limit could be set. But ai
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three were supposed to rest, if not on the
direct words of the statuâte law, yet, at least,
n that somewhat sbadowy, yet very prac-

tical creation, that mixture of genuine an-
cient traditions and of recent devices oflaw-
vers., which is known to Englishmen as
tonii!inon law. Any breach, either of the
riLghts of the Sovereign, or of the rights of
he subject, was a legal offence, capable of
,ea" definition, and subjecting the offender
to'legal penalties. An Act which could not
be 1rouglht within the letter, either of the
statute or the common law, would not then
le looked upon as an offence at all. If lower
Courts were too weak to do justice, the high
Court of Parliament stood ready todojuistice
even against the mightiest offenders. It was
armed iith weapons fearful and rarely used,'
but none the less regular and legal. It
could smite by impeaclment, by attainder,
bv the exercibe of the greatest power of all,
the deposition of the reigning King. But
men had not yet reached the more subtle
doctrine, that there may be offences against
theConstitution which are no offencet against
the law. Tney had not learned that nien in
high office may have a responsibility practi-
callv felt and acted on, but which no legal
enactment lias defined, and which no legal
tribunal will enforce. It had not been found
ont that Parliament itself has a power now
practically the . highest of its powers, in
which it acts neither as a Legislature nor as
a Court of Justice, butin which it pronoun-
cessentences which have none tih less prac-
tical force, because they carry with theni
nune of the legal consequences of death,
bond, banishiment, or confiscaiton. We
now have a whole systein of political moral-itv, a whole code of precepts, for the guid-
atnce cf public men, which will not be found
m any page of either the statute or the comn-

nion law, but which one in practice held
hardly legs sacred than any principle
'înbodied in the Great Charter, or in the
petition of righît. In short, by the side of
our written law, there has grown up an un-
written or conventional constitution. When
an Englishman speaks of the conduct of a
publbc man being constitutional or unconsti-
tutional, lie means something wholly differ-
eit froni what lie means by conduct being
legal or illegal. A famous vote of the House
0f Comnous, passed on the motion of a great
statesman, once declared that the then Min-
mýters o the Crown did not possess the confi-

dence of the Bouse of Commons, and that
thei continuance in office was, therefore, atVariance viti the spirit of the Constitution,
The truth or such a position, accordinc to
the traditional principles on which pullic
hen have acted fbr some generations, carinotle disputed, but it would be in vain to seek
¶0r any trace of such doctrines iii any page
o our written law. 'rhe proposer of that

ton did not mean to charge the existing
nistry with any illegal act, with any act
hth eould be made the subject eitlier of asecuîtio, in a lower Court, or of imtîpehch-

IleUt in the High Court of Parliament itself.

He did not mean that the Ministers of the
Crown committed any breach of the law, of
which the law could take cognizance by re-
taining possession of their offices till such
timne as the Crown should think good to dis-
miss them from those offices. W hat lie meant
was that the general course of their policy
was one which, to a muajority of the House of
Comnions, did not seem to be wise or bene-
ficiazl to the nation, and that, therefore, ac-
cording to a conventional code as well under-
stood and as effectual as the written law
itself, they were bound to resign the offices of
which the House of Cotmmons nolonger held
them to be worthy. The House made no claim
to dismiss those Ministers fromu their offices
by any act of its own. It did not even petition
the Crown to remove thein from tieir offices.
It simply spoke its mind on their general
conduct, and it was held that when the
Bouse had so spoken it vas their duty to
give way without any formal petition, with-
out anv formal command on the part of
either the House or of the Sovereign. The
passing by the flouse of Commons of sucli a
resolution as this., may perhaps be set down
as the formai declaration of a constitutional
principle. But though a formal declaration,
it was not a legal declaration. It created a
precedent for the practical guidance of
future Ministers and future Parhianents, but
it neither changed the law nor declared it. It
asserted a principle whicli might be appealed
to in future debates in the House of Com-
mons, but it asserted no principle which
could be taken any notice of by a Judge in
any Court of law. It stands, tiierefore, on a
wholly different ground from those enact-
nients, which, whether they changed the law
or simply declared the law, had a real legal
force, capable of being enforced by a legal
tribunal. If any officer of the Crown should
levy a tax with~out the authority of Parlia-
liament if he slould enfurce martial
law without the authority of Parlia-
ment, lie wouild be guilty of a legal crime.
But if he merely continues to hold an office
conferred by the Crown, and froi which the
Crown lias not removed him, tiough lie hold
it in the teeth of any numuber of votes of cen-
sure passed by both Houses of Parliament,
lie is in no way a breaker of the written law.
But the man who should so act would be
universally held to have trampled underfoot
one of the mîost undoubted principles of the
unwritten but universally accepted Constitu-
tion."

Nov, Sir, what is the case of the Lieu-
tonant-Goverror, and what were
his relations to bis advisers constitu-
tionally, setting aside the legal ques-
tion altogether, which I have attempted
to discuss. Setting aside the legal
right to dismiss every officer holding
office under him during his pleasure,
what is the position of the Lieutenant-
Governor and his advisers? They
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hold precisely the same position, I
contend, with respect to the Lieuten-
ant-Governor, as Lord Beaconsfield
and bis Government hold with respect
to Her Majesty, and the hon. member
for Lambton and bis Ministry hold
with respect to the representative of
the Sovereign, the Governor-General.
Under the Constitution as it now stands,
1 contend that the Ministry of the
day, so long as they bave the confi-
dence of Parliament, so long as they
are sustained in Parliament, must, and
have the right to claim the confidence
of the Sovereigri, or the representative
of the Sovereign. I contend that,
although it was otherwise formerly,
and although the doctrine bas grown
up by slow degrees, and although we
read of dismissals of ininistries by the
Crown in the earlier days when the
Constitution of England was still un-
developed to the state of perfection in
which, I think, it exists at ihis mo-
ment; yet, in this day, so long as the
advisers of the Crown have the confi-
dence of Parliament, they have a right
to claim the confidence of the Sover-
eign. That is the great principle. If
we do not hold to that then we are all
at sea, and in great danger of being
wrecked. Then, indeed, our institu-
tions are not only on their trial, but
we have great reason to dread that
they will fail, and this promising com-
mencement of our new Dominion will,
by an abandon ment of that great land-
mark, fail to carry out its future as a
Dominion founded on British constitu-
tional principles, and carrying them
out under more favourable terms, and
under less fettered conditions than
even our fellow country in Great
Britain and Ireland. As I said before,
this is a question which appeals to all
of us, to every man, to every lover of
his country, every lover of free insti-
tutions, every one who wishes to
embalm, as it were, British institutiors
in this great offshoot of the British
monarchy. It is so necessary that we
should consider this question as it
exists now in England, and not accord-
ing to old precedents, that I will take
the liberty, before I sit down, of calling
the attention of this House to the
gradual growth, the very gradual
growth, in the face of such immense
discouragements,and immense pressure

Sm JOHN A. MACDONALD.

from the Cronn, aind o(casionally
from immense weaknesses on the pait
of the advisers of the Crown,
that it is only by slow degrees'
that we have evolved the now presenL
system tbat exists in England, and
which I hope by tb vote of this
House, and by the advice of this House,
and by the general concurrence of this
House, will be carried out in this coun-
try. When I speak about the failure
of Ministers in England, we know that
they have failed. and that the desire of
continuing in office bas again and again
inade them make unworthy compli-
ances to the Sovereign; but, notwith-
standing the obstinacy, the wrong-
headedness, if I may usD the expre,-
sion, from the Queen or King wearing
the Crown at the time, in the un-
worthy compliances and weaknesses
of the advisers of the Crown,
yet by slov degrees the Constitu-
tion bas been evolved, until we
now have that principle fixed in Eng-
land, and I hope that the action of this
House will fix it in Canada, and that
so long as the Ministry of the day
have the confidence of the people, they
will bave the confidence of the Crown,
and that the Crown will be advised by
those men who have the confidence of
the representatives of the people.
There is only one case, Sir, in which
it seems to me that this doctrine can
be impugned, and that is when the
Sovereign bas a reason to believo that
the representatives of the people who
maintain, who support the advisers of
the Crown, have forfeited the confi-
dence of the people themselves. lI
such a case, Mr. Speaker, if the Crown
bas that opinion, the Crown bas a fair
right to say to its advisers-

I Thougli I admit that vou have the confi-
dence et the representatives of the people,
thoufli I admit that you are sustained il'
Parliainent, yet my idea is this : that those
who do so sustain you have, from one cause
or another, forfeited the confidence of the peo-

le themselves, and I desire that there shaH
an appeal under your guidance. I hold

vou, my advisers, to have the confidence 01
the people until the contrary is shown, but I
cail upon you, and I insist upon it, that there
be an appeal to the people. and if you comle
back from the people sustained in the future,
as you have been sustained in the pre sefl
Parliament, then you will have agaiù tlw
confidence which has been in some degree
weakened by late events."
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For instance, Mr. Gladstone himself,
did not wait for any such intimation
fïrom the Crown. He did not wait to
be told that there was unmistakable
.evidence that a reaction bad set in in
England. He did not wait to have the
Crown send for him and say to him-

" You see single after single election going
against you. You see that there is a very
sirong reaction in the country, and I think
that von ought to appeal to the country as a
vhole. I think that you oughtto see whettier

the country bas such confidence still in you,
that you have a title to the renewal of your
lease of office."

No, Mr. Gladstone felt that it was due
to himself and his position to go to the
country. lic believed, and it may or
it may not have been so, that these
elections which had gone against him
were indications that he bad, to a cer-
tain extent, lost the confidence of the
people; and, of his own accord, be ad-
viscd the Sovereign to dissolve, so that
there might be an appeal to the people,
and, as we ail know, the appeal to the
people was against him. In the first
place, I would call your attention
shortly to the act of the Lieutenant-
Governor in the Province o Quebec.
le had found his Ministers in when
he came into power, and found them
sustained by the representatives of the
people in the louse of Assembly. He
found them m the Upper louse, which
was a judicial House nominated by the
Crown, and they were there also
strong.

Several loN. MEMBERS: lear,
h ear.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD: It is
So.* I state so as a matter of fact; as a
matter of fact the Lieutenant-Governor
found them in office. They bad then
the confidence of the representatives of
the people, and they had the support,
if that suits better.

Ma. BLAKE: To the term " a judi-
(ial House " we were objecting, because
every man in it was nominated by
themselves.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Every man on the bench is nominated
bY the advisers of the Crown, and yet
they are not judicial officers.

1ION. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. CARTWRIGIIT: They have
judicial functions.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
know, Mr. Speaker, it is the ffashion in
some places, and in some ways, to ut
tack the Sonate or the Legislative
Council-these nominated bodies. That
is a point by itself which, perhaps, we
had botter not import into this discus-
sion.

MR. BLAKE: We did not import it,
SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD:

When I say "judicial," I mean to say
that their functions are supposed to be
somewhat analogous to those of the
House of'Lords. The House of Lords
is supposed to have judicial functions;
that is to say, they are not to resist the
well-ascertained will of the people, and
they are to sit judicially upon the
measure of the representatives of the
people-the House of Commons-so
that they may give the peoplo them-
selves the opportunity, if tbey think
right, of considering that question, the
question they are dealing with. They
are a check on the House of Commons,
the representatives of the people, and
in thiis respect they hold an advisory
and quasi-judicial position. That isail
I mean in that respect, but the Lieu-
tenant-Governor found a Ministry hav-
ing the confidence of both branches of
the Local Legislature in office, and
they were very strong, I believe, in the
House of Assembly, but I do not know
what the proportions were in the
Legislative Council. I believe that they
were two to one.

MR. DEVLIN: More than that.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD: Two
to one. In the Lower louse they had a
majority of 20 in 65. The Lieut.-Gov-
ernor had their assurance that his ad-
visers had the confidence of the repre-
se2tatives of the people, and of
the other branch of the Legis-
lature, which, wisely or unwisely,
was a constituted authority in this
case. The whole or nearly the whole
of the Session dragged on. The Minis-
try of the day introduced theirseveral
measures. They carried them almost
to completion. They brought down,
for instance, a system of taxation,
which is not a very popular thing for
any Government to do, as perhaps
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every Finance Minister in his lifetime
has found out. This was allowed to
go on until it had almost corne to corn-
pletion. The principlo measures of
the Government were about to become
law in a day or two, and all these mea-
sures had been supported by strong
votes in both Houses. They had been
supported, and there was a vote
of want of confidence against
them on one of these mea-
sures, but it was out-voted by a
numerous majority, considering the
small body of which that House is
constituted, and yet, at the last tno-
ment, just before prorogation, when
they had the proof that both Houses
had determined on ihis, and the proof
that the representatives of the people,
and until ihere is an appeal to the
people it is to be held that they had
the confidence of the people, approved
of it, then the Lieutenant-Governor
took the opportunity to dismiss these
men on the ground that theso mea-
sures were unconstitutional. Not one
of these grounds was sufficient, not one
of those grounds can hold water for a
moment. I am quite satisfied that if
the illustrious individual, or the illus-
trious personage of whom we spoke to-
day, had been in the position of the
Lieutenant-Governer of the Province
of Quebec, he would rather have cut
off his right hand than permit what
he would consider an outrage on the
British Constitution. I said that by
slow degrees England was educated up
to the present position of constitutional
law. The Coiistitution is developing
every moment. Ilere, as Bristow
says: the Constitution is not now what
it was in 1860. The Constitution is
not certainly now what it was in 1838,
at the time of the Bed Chamber plot.
The Constitution of England, at this
moment, is being developed to a per-
fect system, and what we contend, as
the right of' the people of the Do-
minion, and the right of every Pro-
vince of the Dominion, is that we have
a right to claim that we have precisely
in our several Logislatures, and in re-
spect to the several Legislatures and
this Parliament, the same iight as the
English people have with respect to
their Parliament. Now, Sir, look at
the case of dismissals even in the time
of George III., and lie, as we all know,

SiRa JoHN A. MACDONALD.

said if we draw our authority from the
Liberal writers and the Liberal
writers of that day are the Liberal.
Conservatives ôf to-day-

Mi. IOLTON: Do not siander
them.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Ed-
mund Burke made his appeal from the
new Whigs to the old Whigs, and he
would be in this country what we cal
a Baldwin Reformer, or in other
words, a Liberal-Conservative. Now,
Sir, in 1774, it had been laid down by
all the writers that the present British
Constitution only commenced to get
fuir play, and that the Rockingr-
ham Government was established
over the ruins of old George IlI's
Government, Lord Bute and the rest of
them, by the influence and by the
genius, and by the efforts, and by the
writings of Edmund Burke. In 1774
Fox or rather the Duke of Portland,
who formed the famous Coalition Gov-
ernment, was dismissed by George III.
Well, Sir, even thon, although it was
admitted by all writers, as well by those
who may be considered to be writing
on the Conservative side, or the Tory
side if you like, as by all Liberal
writers, that looking at the transac-
tions of that day by the present light
of the present Constitution as at pre-
sent administered, George Ill. was
wrong, and that George 111., if he did
now what he did thon, would be con-
sidered to have committed a great
breach of the Constitution. What was
the case ? It is quoted, and it is one of
the examples of how far a bad prece-
dent reaches, and how it may be to the
latest instant quoted, when it should be
looked upon as a rock to be avoided
rather than as a precedent to be fol;
lowed. The Indian Bill was introduced
in the House of Commons. It Was
carried in the louse of Commons, an[
it was defeated in the flouse of Lord1*
George III. was known to be opposed(
to that measure. George III. knew that
it was taking away all the patronage
which he was eagerly holding in hi
tenacious grasp. It was known that
its terms transferred the patronage O
the Crown to the Ministry of the
Crown of the day. Although he Wa
aware of that, and ho feilt, too, in hi
heart's core that this was a blow at
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what he considered the monarchial
principle, and the monarchical power,
yet he allowed it to pass through the
fIouse of Commons. Although he was
opposed to it, and thé Ministry knew
that he was opposed to it-although
they knew that every feeling, and
every principle, and every emotion of
George III. was opposed to that mea-
sure, and yet he allowed his Ministers
to introduce that Bill-it was carried
through the House of Commons. It
came to the House of Lords, and only
when it vas defeated by the other
branch of the Legislature and thrown
out, did he say, "You have lost the
confidence of one branch of the Legis-
lature." And mind you, Mr. Speaker,
that then the House of Lords was of as
much consequence, if not more con-
sequence, than the flouse ofCommons.
If this was long before the Reform Bill,
it was at a time the flouse of Lords
had not only its own power and prestige
as a great branch of the Legislature,
Lut it was at a time when it controlled
more than one-third, aye, and approach-
ing to nearly one-half of the House of
Commons. So that a great peer in the
House of Lords was an infinitely
greater political man than a political
man in the House of Commons, and it
wE's more necessary at that time, if
possible, and certainly as necessary, to
have the confidence of the House
2f Lords as it was to have
the confidence of the flouse of Com-
mons; and it was not until there was a
vote of want of confidence by throwing
out this measure, on which the Admin-
istration had staked their whole exist-
ence, did he venture to dismiss them.
And yet, notwithstanding that case, it
i8 now held by all constitutional
writers, held bv all statesmen, and
held by every man who has carried
the constitutional principle into action,
that tie conduct of George II. cannot
be defended as being constitutional.

I. OLTON: lear, hear.

MR. BLAKE: fie brought about the
vote.

. SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Thatis only another instance of the King interfering improperly. I am not de-
fending George III., who certainly
brought about the vote.

Ma. BLAKE: I am simply pointing
ont that this was an ingredient in his
conduct.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Still
George III. certainly had no right to
write that letter to Lord Temple. Cor-
tainly this act would not be borne
with for a moment now. Although
we had under a great State exigency,
under the danger of there being a
great revolution in England, William
IV., doing very nearly the same thing
with respect to the Reform BiIl. It is
admitted that this was a breach of the
Constitution, but it was like the sus-
pension of the Habeas Corpus Act in
time of war or insurrection. In 1801
Pitt was not dismissed, but ho re-
signed bocause the King insisted upon
his abandoning his project of Catholie
emancipation. It was a resignation.
It was not a dismissal in terms, but it
was approaching very much to a
lorced resignation. lie resigned on
the Catholic question. The next dis-
missal was that of Lord Grenville, in
1817. It took place on one form of the
Catholie question, namely, in regard
to allowing officers professing the
Catholie religion to hold high rank in
the army. The King at first consented,
but afterwards stated that a misap-
prehension had occurred as to the ex-
tent of his assent, and, therefore re-
quested the Ministry to withdraw tho
the Bill. That the Government con-
sented to do, but the King required a
still further pledge from them in writ-
ing, that they would nover introduce a
similar measure. They at once said it
would be unconstitutional and deroga-
tory to their position, and they wore
dismissed. There were two cases in
the time of George IIT.-that of Lord
Grenville and of the Portland Admin-
tration, the coalition Administration of
Fox and Portland. During the whole
reign of George I V., there was no dis-
missal. Although ho was opposed to
Catholie emancipation, although he
had an hysterical abhorence to that
measure, yet ho finally yielded to his
Ministers. There was no dismissal by
George IV., there was one dismissal by
William IV., in 1834, and thatwe have
ail seen quoted as a precedent for the
dismissal in Quebec in 1878. Now, in
the lirst place, there was a great
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excuse which was not so well known at
the time as it is now, for the conduct
of William IV. in dismissing the Gov-
ernment of Lord Melbourne in conse-
quence of the death of Lord Spencer
and the elevation of Lord Althorpe,
who led the Lower House, to the
House of Peers. That you will find
described in Greville's memoirs, and
in order to show that there was an ex-
cuse for William IV. in that case,
which does not exist now, I will quote
shortly the statement the King made,
which is given in Greville, and which
has been confirmed in the memoirs of
Baron Stockmeyer. When Lord Mel-
bourne went down to Windsor to sec
the King, on the elevation of Lord Al-
thorpe, the following is stated to have
occurred :

"Lord Melbourne told him (that is the
King) that as lie had only undertaken to
carry on the Government in consideration of
baving the assistance of Lord Althorpe in the
House of Commons, his reinoval made it
necessary to adopt a new organization alto-
aether, that some considerable concessions to
the principle of Reform were judged to be
necessary, and the appointment of a succes-
sor of Lord Aithorpe, who should carry
them into effect. That he was of opinion
t.hat,wi thout these the Government could not
go on, and at the same time it was necessary to
state that there were members of the Cabinet
who did not coincide with these views, and
who would retire when Parlianent met if
they were adopted. These were Lord Lans-
downe and Sprng Rice. Lord John Russell
was to lead in the House of Commons, but
the loss of Rice would be a severe blow to
them. The concessions related principally
to church reforni, the disunion of the Cabi-
net being thus exhibited, it was clear the
Government could not go on without some
material alteration in its composition. The
King urged this, and asked Lord Melbourne
from what quarter the necessary accession

<f' strength was to be procured, and whether
Ihe could hope for it, from the Conservative
interest. He owned that nothing was to be
expected from that quarter. It remained,
tien, that it vas only from the more extreme
Party that their ranks coald be recruited.
To this the King would not consent, and lie,
therefore, imparted to him his resolution of
placing the Government in other bands."

In a note made by Mr. Reere, who
was Cierk of the Privy Council at that
time, and who edited Greville's
memoirs, it was stated:

" This account of the transaction was
confirmed in almost every particular by the
statement drawn up by King William him-

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

self, or by his directions, for the informnation
of Sir Robert Peet, and first published ii,
Baron Stockmeyer's Memoirs in 1872. That
when Lord Melbourne tormed hisGovernmenît
lie told the King that it could not continue
unless Lord Althorpe renained in the House
of Cornions, and unless it becane rnore
Radical and less an old Whig Governnent.
That Lord Landsdowne and Spring Riee,
who were known as the leading Whigs or
that day, were going to retire, because they
would not go with tie more extreme party,
and that, un less the Government was reor.
ganized he could not carry on the Govern.
ment."

Such was the excuse given by the
King, and it bore considerable force.
Yet, by the entire consensus of prac-
tical statesmen and theoretical writers,
it had been admitted that William IV.
was wrong. Let it be remembered,
moreover, that there is this marked d is-
tinction between that case and that in
Quebec. At the time Lord Melbourne
told the King he could not go on with-
ont a Radical change in his Adninis-
tion, and in fact have it recast, he was
in a minority in the House of Lords;
whercas in Quebec a vote of confidene
in the Government was adopted both
by the Commons and the Upper
louse.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker ieft
the Chair.

After Recess.

SIR. JOHN A. MACDONALD re-
sumed. le said: At the time the
House took recess I was speaking of
the last instance in the history of Eng-
land whcn the power of dismissal of
Mi iisters by the Crown was exercised.
Sich a case bad not occurred since
then. It was unsuccesful then, as it
deserved to be. It received the repu-
diation of Parliament and of the peo-
ple by the triumphant return of Lord
Melbourne and his supporters at the
general election, which was forced 01n
unconstitutionally. It has been pointe1

to with scorn by all writers on thO
subject ever since; and it is, therefore,
an important landmark in the historY
of constitutional law in England, of un
aet which can never happen aga"in I
the Mother Country, and I would fain
have hoped, if it had not been for the
recent occurrence in Quebce, it would
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never have happened in any country
having English institutions. I shall
bave to quote several authorities with
respect to this last outrage and offence
against Responsible Government in
England, and against the British Con-
stitution. Since recess, I have opened
the second volume of the memoirs of
Lord Melbourne, written by Mr. Mc-
Cullagh Torrens, an old Parliamenta-
rian, and a man of high standing in
Parliament, than whom no one was
more competent to deal with the sub-
ject. The writer, who treats the me-
moir as a narrative, took the grourd
that, if a change of Government were
to be made, it should be carried
out in a constitutional manner.
Lorid Melbourne felt it to be,
his duty to remind Lis Sove-
reign that the Ministry had a
large majority in Parliament on a ques-
tion of importan e. The King replied
thiat they were in a minority in the
Peers, and lie had reason to believe
that they would speedily be in the
same condition in the Commons, and
he added peremptorily they had bet-
ter, therefore, resign without loss of
self-respect. William IV. was quite
right according to the principles of the
Constitution. If Lord Melbourne
thought bis Administration had not
the confidence of the people, they had
the right to appeal to the country if
they- desired to do so, and it was when
lie had declined to do so, and not before
that, the King should have dismissed
him, and brought in another Adminis-
tration to try the experiment whether
Ihe people supported the new or the
old Administration. The writer fur-
ther said that it appeared as though
lis Majesty -(change Majesty to his
lonomi)--had been misled into the un-

contitutional course of taking counsel
rl'om others without the knowledge of

hislegitimate advisers,and he was about
1o foIOW some secret or irresponsible

iUnsel Opposition to their advice.
Althorpe,who was of such impor-
iance in the King's opinion that his

noval f rom the leadership of the
House of Commons to the louse of

ords as Earl Spencer on the death of
s father, inight be supposed to feel

ttered by the declaration of bis
sovereign, and that his withdrawaltrora the House of Commons was suffi

119

cient to break an Administration. He
had made up his mind never more to
enter politics and ho never did so.
But what did Lord Althorpe say?

" He remained for some weeks at Aithorpe
in seclusion, and finally made up bis mind
to take no further part in publie affaire.
But in the calm of his retirement, lie was
peculiarly qualified to weigh the motives
which lad led to the dismissal of his late
colleagues, and the consequence of that dis-
missal, and his judgment was unwaverinog
and stern. He suggested to Mr. Hume, with
whom le had never had any private confi-
dence, and very intermittent publie agree-
nient, that an early opportunîty should be
taken to ascertain what the opinion of the
new House of Conimous was upon the mode
in which Lord Melbourne had been dis-
missed. In his view the conduct of William
IV. was not only reprehensible, but far too
dangerous an exanple to be sueflred to paso
unreprelhended by Parliamnent."

That would be found in a letter dated
January 31st, 1835, from Lord AI-
thorpe. It is said that in this a.ge the
people do not know the history of their
time. In looking at the imperfect
histories written of recent days you
find little allusion to the philosophie
and constitutional reasons affecting the
course of the Administration of the
nation. I will quotefr-om awell-known
-History of England, written by Charles
Knight, who everyone knows is a great
literary man, and great politician, and
a great Liberal, The sentences are
few, but the words are pregnant with
meaning. The author wrote:-

" The sensation produced in London by
the rejorted dismissal of the Minit.try was a
natural consequence of the suddenness of
the act, as it presented iteelf to the body of
the people in its really unconstitutional
character, as it appeared to thoughtful
and well informed men. The Sovereiga
had a constitutional right to disnuse
hi4 Ministers, but it must be on grounds
more capable of justification to Parlia-
ment than the simple exercise of his
personal will. The suddenness of the resolve
rendered an arrangement necessary, which
could not be justified by anly precedent, ex-
cept on an occasion of critical emergency in
the last days of Queen Anne."

That was when it became a question
whether a Pretender, a Stuart, should
be raised to the throne, or that the
Hanoverian succession sbould be main-
tained. Let me quote from a periodi-
cal, then of considerable more weight
than it has now, viz.: The Edinburgh
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Rcview, on this subject,and I think the
Ilouse will agree with me that the
sentences are pregnant and the ]an-
guage forcible. lfie Edinburgh Review
said :-

" The power of tle Crown to choose its
Ministers is clearly a necessary attribute of
the monarchy. But is it now exercised un-
der adequate checks? Some intriguing
courtiers, some clamorous friend who bas
access to the Royal ear, sone politician who
has a purpose to serve, and cares lttie if' a
new MinEtry lasts no longer than his own
gratification requires, may abuse the Royal
confidence, and blindly bring on an exper:-
ment, aIl but desperate for both King and
country, of changing the Ministry. By the
strict letter of the law, the Miinister who
accepts office is responsible for the charge
which renoved bis predecessors. But sup-
pose one Ministry displaced and that no one
agrees to take its place. Suppose this sus-
peneion of ministerial functions to continue
for weeks, wbo is answerable for that? In-
deed, if the Eing has once dismis-ed his
Ministers, or lie is left without a Govern-
ment, hardly any practical responsibility
could ever be incurred by the men who only
entered into the places made vacant long
before they were consultedi." O

The language used in this article is so
strong, that I do not care to read it ail,
lest it should be supposed that I did it
j'ou party purposes, or with the inten-
tion of applying it expressly to the
circumstances in Quebec. Further on
it proceeds :-

" If any o-e thinks that the view bere
taken of the late change of Ministry is too
strong, let him reflect on the wholly unpre-
cedented circumstances which distinguished
that strange event. Between his majority
and his confidential servants there existed no
diffèrence of opinion upon any subject of
policy, foreign or domestic. This is now ex-
plicity admifted by the Tories thenselves.
Among the Ministers reigned the most per-
fect harmony on ail questions, and personal-
ly the members of no Cabinet ever were on
more cordial ternis one with another. This,
too, is admitted, and the King's speech des-
cribes their whole policy as perfectly unex-
ceptionable and uniformly successful. Lord
Althorpe became a peer, Parliament was not
sittin g, and therefore, and for no other rea-
son whatever, as is now allowed by all, the
King changed bis Government, called to his
Councils the nost opposite class of states-
men he couli find, to give his confidence to
the men whom the country most distrusted
and dishked, and would not even wait a few
days lefore lie cleared out his Ilouse.
That lie had been wishing to change the
Ministry for some time is very psible. But
when his Royal father, said to one of the
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ablest professional men of his day, wanted
to make such changes, le alwaye waited bis
opportunity, and seized on sorne measure, or
on some pretext in some moment when there
was a cry against his servants, to deliver the
Ministry into the people's hands, and ap.
point more popular successors, men whomu
he liked, not certainly because of their po-
pularity, but in spite of it. It was thus that
when Mr. Fox died in September, 1803, His
Majesty waited till a no-Popery cry could
be raised, and only turned out the Whigs
six montis after they had lost their mighty
chief. The secret advisers of the present
King have done nuch, certainly, to dispirit
and to alienate by their late proceeding, but
nothing to show that they are gitted with his
Royal parent's kingcraft. 'Ihey seern to
think that a King should turn off his Min-
isters much as a gentleman does bis livery
servants."

That is the opinion of the Edinburgli
Review. I have said that no dismissal
has taken place since that time.
George III. dismissed his Ministers in
two instances, William IV. in one in-
stance, George IV., with all his faults,
never thought of such a thing. He
faiînted on one occasion ; be wept; ho
deplored his sad fate in being obliged
to submit to his Administration on the
Catholie question, but he yielded ; and
Queen Victoria has, in no case, com-
mitted such an outrage on the Consti-
tution as to dismiss a Ministry which
had the confidence of the representa-
tives of the people. The nearest ap-
proach to that in the Queen's history
is what is called the Bedchamber Plot
in 1838, not two years after she
ascended the throne. On the resigna-
tion of the Whig Administration, Sir
Robert Peel was sent for, and he in-
sisted that the Ladies of the Bedchiam-
ber, who were the wives of the defeated
Ministers, should also retire. -He
did not interfere with the Maids of
Honour and others, but he said it was
unseemly that the great ladies of
the Court should be the wives of the
members of the defeated Administra-
tion, that the wife of the defeated
Prime Minister, for instance, should be
continually at the ear of the Queen,
conveying her husband's sentiments
and the opinions of the Opposition.
The Queen, then a young woman,
naturally clung to the friends of her
youth, and she declined to have thei
removed. Sir Robert Peel declined to
form an Administration unless they
were removed. There was, at the
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time, great sympathy with the Queen.
i remember itquite well. Iremember
how it rung through the press in Eng-
!and about the attempt to force upon
lier Majesty, this young lady, strange
women, instead of those she respected
and esteemed and had been brought up
with. But, in 1842,when the Queen had
iecome a little more acquainted with
kingcraft, and knew ber position, and
when Sir Robert Peel was called in
.gain she admitted that she was
wrong, and allowed the Ladies of the
3edchamber to be removed, and in
the " Lite of the Prince Consort," in
the previous book, you will find some
leaves written by the Queen, wlere
,he gracefully and frankly acknow-
ledges that she made a mistake. That
is the only instance, and it bas a very
remote resenblance to this case. It
was the cause of the refusal to take
ottice oi Sir Robert Peel, because the
Queen insisted on her personal pre-
dilections in opposition to the principle
that even the entourage of the Sove-
reign should be selected under the
advice of the responsible Ministers of
ihe day. The only case that at all
appears to give a justification for the
course taken in Quebec is that which
happened the other day in South
Africa; the action of Sir Bartle Frero,
who disraissed a Ministry and sent for
a new one. That is defended,
faintly defended, perhaps, and if
it proves to be on true ground,
it will be upheld. The result will
show whether he will be upheld or not.
But his justification is salus populi
suprema est lex. It was a case where
aLil constitutional practice must be set
aside in the presence of a great dan-
ger. There were a few white men in
the South African colonies. There
were 200,000 e'eulos threatening them
On one flank, and the great body of
te aborigines threatening the whole
frontier, and Sir Bartle Frere said
' I must take this course, or I may
have upon my conscience the blood of
every wlite man in South Africa."
We know how fractious the Moiten's
(overnment has always shown itself.Tihat Government declined to give the
control of the militia force in South
Africa to the commander-in-chief.
Enfgiand had her military forces there,and Was responsible for the safety of

119î

those great and growing colonies. Eng-
land said: " If we are to fight your
battles, we must have the control of
your martial force. We cannot have
a divided command. We cannot have
our Sir O'Grady Haly controlled by
Col. Walker Powell, your Adjutant-
General. We cannot have two separate
and independent forces acting under
different commands and without a
common responsibility." This was de-
fended, I think, in the Saturday Re-
view, and certainly in the Pall Mall
Gazette, upon the same ground on
which the Habeas Corpus Act, the
charter of British liberty, might be
suspended in the presence of threaten-
ed rebellion, or eertain war. On that
ground, and on that ground only, is it
defended, and on that only is it defen-
sible. There can be no application of
that case to the present, where there is
no war, or expectation of war. Where
there is no fear of external attack or
internal commotion. Peace, thank
God, dwells on our border, and we cati
carry out the British system in its
entirety without any such infringe-
ment as we have seen on tis occasion.
Look at the different course of Sir
George Rowen, where the circum-
stances were more than suspicious,
when the apparent action of the Gov-
ernrent, so far as we can understand
it, was such as to propose to disar-
range the whole machinery of the Gov-
ernment. The Judges, the officiais
were ail paid off, and the thireat was
made that uniess the Upper louse
yielded to the Lower, and passed a
Bill to pay the latter their wages as
Members, the lunatie asylums and pri-
sons and penitentiaries should beopen-
ed, and ail the idiotey and madness
and crime should be poured out upon
the colony, and yet the British Gov-
ernment sustained Sir George Bowen
in saying: " I must sustain rny Admi-
nistration, who have the confidence of
the people, unless Imperial interests
are threatened. It is not for me to
judge; I must take my ad vice from my
Administration." And the Liberal press
in England sustain him in that. No
more able article has been written than
that in the London Daily News on this
subject, showing that if the Colonies
were to be really a fac simile of the
British Constitution, it must be carried
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out to its utmost extremity short of
war or bloodshed. And the natural
consequence had proved to be that a
compromise, from the necessity of the
case, had arisen between the two
Houses, simply because Sir George
Bowen, though the course of his Min-
isters was opposed by every newspaper
in England, supported them, because
they had a majority in Parliament. I
said a little while ago that we must
judge of the British Constitution as it
is now, as it has been developed, and
not as it was fifty years ago, seventy-
five years, or thirty years ago. I shall
call the attention of the House to what
I believe to be the true principles of
the British Constitution on the point
which I am pressing upon the con-
sideration of the House at this moment
in 1878. 1 shall first quote an author
who bas been quoted again and again,
Mr. Bagehot, whose lamented decease
struck England with sorrow, especially
all political constitutionalists, for he
was considered the authority of the day
on constitutional law. If I am per
mitted in this argument to relate a
little anecdote. I would do so with
referonce to this gentleman. This
book from which I quote was in the
first place published in the Fortnightly
Review. I Lad read some of the num-
bers before I went to England in 1865,
and I was dinig with the "Political
Economy Club," of London, of which
the bon. the Premier is a member,
when in the course of a conversation
on polilical economical matters with
a gentleman who sat near me, I said:
" I have been very much struck with
some articles in the Fortnightly Review
on the English Constitution. It seems to
me that they give the only true picture
of the British Constitution as it now
exists. They are written by one Mr.
Bagehot." le said: "I am very glad
you like them, because I am Mr. Bage-
hot." From that time an acquaintance
grew up between us, which only ceased
with his lamented death. Let me now
read from him:

"Princiffle shows that the power of dis-
niîesîng a Goveru nment with which Parlia-
ment is satisfied, and of dissol ving that Par-
liament upon an appeal to the people, is not
a power which a common hereditary
monarch will in the long run be able bene-
ficially to exercise.
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" Accordingly, this power las almost, if
not quite. dropped out of the reality of our
Constitution. Nothing, perhaps, would more
surprise the English people than if the Queen,
by coup d'etat and on a sudden, destroyed
a Ministry firn in the allegiance, and secure
of a majority in Parliament. That power
indisputably, in theory, belongs to her; but
it has passed so far away froi the mmds of
men, that it would territy them if she used it
like a volcanic eruption fromn Prinîrose
Hill. The last analogy to it is not one to be
coveted as a precedent. In 1835, William
IV. dismissed an Administration which,
though disorganized by the loss of its leader
in the Coimmons. was an existing Govern.
ment,had a Premier in the Lords ready to go
on, and a leader in the Comîmons willing to
begiîr. The King fancied that publie
opmion was leaving the Whigs and going over
to the Tories, and he thought he should
accelerate the transition by ejecting the
former. But the event showed that he wis-
judged. His perception, indeed, was riglt ;
the English people were wavering in their
allegiance to the Whigs, who had no leader
that touched the popular heart,none in whom»
Liberalism could personify itself and becoine
a passion-who besides were a body long
used to Opposition, and, therefore, making
blunders in office-who were borne to power
by popular impulse which they only half
comprehended, and perhaps less than half
shared. But the King's policy was wrong;
lie impeded the reaction instead of aiding it.
He forced on a premature Tory Government
which was as unsuccessful as all wise

people perceived that it must be. The popu-
lar.distaste to the Whigs was as yet but in-
cipient, ineffieient, and the interveni-
tion of the Crown was advautageous
to them, because it looked incon-
sistent with the liberties of the people,
and in so far William IV. was right in
detecting an incipient change of opinion, he
did but detect an erroneous change. What
was desirable was the prolongation of Liberal
rule. The commencing dissatisfaction did
but relate to the personal demerits of the
Whig leaders, and other temporary adjuncts
of free principles, and not to those principles
intrinsically. So that the last precedent l'or
a royal onslaught on a Ministry ended thi
in opposing the right principles, in aiding
the wrong principles, in hurting the party It
was meant to help. After such a warn iæg, it
is likely that our nonarch will pursue the
policy wich a long course ofquiet precedent
directs, thev will 'eave a Ministry trusted .
Parliameut~to the judgment of Parliament.

And so be winds up the whole of his
discussion on this subject by thi
pregnant phrase:-

" The Queen eau hardly now refuse a
defeated Minister the chance of a dissolution,
any more than she can dissolve in the tinle
of an undefeated one, and without bis
consent."
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This quotation bas been already used
ini a speech made by Mr.
Chapleau, and be made a long quota-
tion from Bagehot which I did not
recognize and which I could not find.
I thought that I knew this work
v heart. It bas been my guide as

regards the principles of the British
Constitution. I searched the different
editions but I could not find it. I tele-
graphed to Mr. Chapleau to find out
where he got that quotation, and he
gave me the reference. It is a rather
singular thing that it bas never yet,
(until it was translated by Mr.
Chapleau, or for Mr. Chapleau in
his speech), appeared in English.
Bagehot's book at once took publie
attention, and a French edition was
ptblished of it. It was published
in 1872, I think immediately after
:a book on the British Constitution
was written by the late Monsieur
Prevost Paradol; and in the French
introduction to his book, which
otherwise as a translation of
this be discusses some of the points
taken by Monsieur Paradol, in his book
on the British Constitution. I have the
origrinal edition bere in French, but I
shall not trouble you with my imperfeet
French, I will read to you Mr. Chap-
leau's translation of it, which I have
verified as being a correct translation.
J have already read you the first pass-
age be quotes, and I shal read it on
account of its importance again

"The Qieej can hardly now refuse a de-
feated Minister the chance of dissolution any
nore than she can dissolve in the time of an
undefeated one, aud without his consent."

This is the quotation which only ap
leared in French, but I shall read you
a translation :-

" And no monarch should dissolve Parlia-
nient against the will and the interest of theMistry which is in power, no doubt the
King can dismiss such a Ministry and
replace it by another Administration
Whose advice to dissolve Parliaiment hei take ; but even with this pre-

n, to act thus towards a Min-
which bad a strong majority in

.paihiaIent, would be to strike a blow which
it is almost impossible to suppose. We donot believe that Queen Victoria herself, in5Pite of the popularity and respect by which'Iîe is Purrounded, to a greater extent per-Laps taan any of her predecessors, would

even have recourse to such a measure. Wh at
would be thought if she should venture to
reason thus."

Apply the reason to Quebec, and you
will at once sec the pregnancy of this
passage:

The Whigs are in a imajority in the ex-
isting Parliainent, but I think that the coun-
try would favour a Tory Administration ; let
us, therefore, dissolve Parliament, and see
whether the country will not elect a Parlia-
ment of opposite opinion to those which pre-
vail in the present Parliament. What would
be thought of this? No Englishian can
dream even of a catastrophe of this nature,
but it to then) appears to belongc to the plie-
noniena of a world altogether different froin
that which lie inhabits. In practice. in
England the Sovereign considers hinselt
obliged to tollow th3 advice of the Ministry
which the House of Comiîons desires to
maintain. in power. Ail prerogatives at
variance with this principle have tallen into
disuse, but the Sovereign miay accord to the
people a majority which is denied it in the
House of Conmons; but to strike froi be-
hind,so tospeak, and strangle, by means of
an appeal to the country, a Ministry sus-
tained by Parliament, would be an event
which no longer enters into the calculation,
although, in former tines, instances of this
occurred in our aunals."

No stronger passage could be written,
and it could be written by no stronger
authority than by 1r. Bagehot. I
read you, Sir, a long passage as to the
difference oetween the legal preroga-
tive and the constitutional exercise of
it, from Freeman, in his " Growth of
the English Constitution," which lias
just come out, you know; and 1 shall
only read you one, that sentence which
agrees in every respect with the Ian-
guage of Mr. Bagebot:

" The written law leaves to the Crown the
choice of all Ministers and agents, great and
smail. Every appointment to office and dis-
missal from office, as long as they have com-
mitted no crime which the law can punish,
is left to the personal discretion of the
Sovereign ; but the unwritten law or the un-
written constitution nakes it practically
impossible for the Sovereign to keep a
Ministry in office whîen the fHouse of Com-
mons does not approve, and it makes it
almost equally impossible to remove from
office a Miiinstry whoi the House of Conmons
does approve."

But, Sir, we cannot do botter than
quote what bas been quoted again and
again, and I feel that my remarks on
this occasion would be imperfect
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unless I quoted an authority which we
have to-day adnitted to be an author-

ity - the authority of our respected
Governor-Gencral. What said the Earl
of Dufferin, our Governor-General, at
the time, in 1873, whien lie was at
H1alifaix:

"My only guiding star in the conduct and
maintenance of mv oflicial relations with
vour public men is the Parlianet ofCanada.
I -believe in Parliament, no matter which
way it votes; and to those men alone whom
the deliberate will of the Confederate Parlia-
ment of Canada may assign to me as my re-
sponsible ad visers, can I give my confidence.
Whether they are heads of this party or of
that party niust be a matter of indifference to
the Governor-General. So long as they are
maintained he is bound to give then his un-
reserved confidence, to defer to their advice,
and to loyally assist thein with his counsels.
As a reasorable being, he cannot help having
convictions on the merits of different policies,
but these considerations are abstract and
speculative, and devoid of practical effect in
bis official relations. As the head of a con-
stitutional State as engaged in the administra-
tion of parliamentary government, lie (the
Governor-General) bas no political friends ;
still less can he have political enemuies. The
possession, of the being siispected of such
possession, would destroy his usefuliiess."

But, Sir, we have more than that. In
our own history we have got the prac-
tical instructions given by ler Mnjesty
to Lord Elgin at the time Lord Elgin
had before him the difficult question of
the position of his Government in 1847.
When he came out to this country,
what did he find ? le found the two
Canadas almost at a dead-lock. 11e
found the Government of that day. of
which I was a membei-my first en try
into politics-supported by a major ity
from Upper Canadta, when alt Lower
Canada was banded against it. He
found that this Government was formed
on what I must say was the unwhole-
some principle of one race against the
other. He was very anxious, for he
was not mixed up with the questions
connected with the formation of the
Government, and ail the questionable
proceedings of Lord Sydenham with it,
in carrying the elections of 1844.

Ma. HOLTON: There was Lord
Metcalfe later.

Sie. JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
am coming to Lord Metcalfe. Lord
Elgin was not mixed up in any way

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD.

with the personnel of the Government
which Lord Metcalfe tried to keep un
in Canada. le came out here for th'e
put-pose of carrying out the principle
whieh they adopted in Septenber,
1841, but which had never, in fac'
been worked thoroughly, either by
Lord Sydenham or by Lord Metcalfe,
and he consulted his chief in the Colo-
nial Department as to his position at
that time. You will find wbat the
present Lord Grey then, and sonetime
before and longer afterwards, an able
Colonial Minister, did. These weru
the instructions which Lord Grey then
gave t) Lord Elgin, and which Lord
Elgin carried out :

" The object with which I recommend to
you this course is thatof making it apparent
that in any transfer, which nay take place,
of political power from the bands of one
party in the Province to those cf another, is
the result, not of an act of yours, but by the
wishes of the people theniselves, as shown
by the difficulty experienced by the retiring
party to carry on the Governient of the
Provinces according to the forms of the Con-
stitution. To this I attach great importance.
I have, therefore, to instruct you to abstain
fron changing your Executive Council until
it shall become perfectly clear that they are
unable with such fair support from your-
selt.''

Mind you that, even then, althougli
Lord Elgin was of opinion that for
the good of Canada, a new Administra-
tion should be formed, in which the
French element and the English ele-
ment should equally or nearly equally
predominate, yet even then the it-
structions to Lord Elgin were:

"I have, therefore, to instruct yon to abr
stain fromn changing your Executive Counci!
until it shall beconie perfectly clear that they
are unable, with sucli fair support from1
yourself as they have a right to expect, to
carry on the Government of the Provinces
satisfactorily, and command the confidence
of the LIegislature."

These author ities ai-e, I think, suffi-
cient to prove the case that in Etng-
land the power of dismissal of a GOv-
ernment having the confidence of Pa'
liament is gone forever, and that, if it
is gone there, it ought never to bave
been attempted to be introduced iu a
colonyunder the Britii shCrown. But,
Sir, if you wilI look at the causes, if
causes they can be called, why the Ad-
minitration was changed in Quebec,
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vou will find that all the objections
are taken by the chief of the Execu-
ti-e to the legislation of his Ministers,
and not to the administrative nets of his
Ministers, not to anything they had
done. It is truc that he quotes an net
of administration respecting the ap-
pointment of a Couneillor in Mont-
magny; but that does not appear,
however, in the case laid before Parlia-
ment, and we have no right in one
sense to look at it, or quote it at all,
because the case of the Governor and
his advisers must be governed by the
paper lai], before the Legislature of
Quebec before its prorogation ; but, for
the purpose of illustration, I will take
the only act he complains of in ad-
ininistration, and this was that this
Couneillor was appointed by the Crown
instcad of being elected by the people.
The circumstances were that there was
a real or supposed irregularity in the
appointment. The Attorney-General
reported that the appointment was
null and void, and that the Crown by
law had the power to fill up this
vacancy. Filled it was on the report
of the Attorney-General, and the Lieu-
tenant-Governor sanctioned it, but
afterwards he thought that he was
wrong, and he pressed that opinion on
his Government. The Attornev-Gen-
oral still held to his opinion, but the
First Minister yielded to the pressure
brought upon him by the Lieutenant-
Governor, and took his opinion upon
it, and the appointment was can-
celled, and yet it was actually made a
charge, apparently made a charge,
against the Administration that they
took a step on the advice of the At-
torney-General; but afterwards, on the
head of the executive remonstrating
with him, in deference to his opinion,
they took his advice. With that single
exception, it occurs to me, from
my recollection of the paper, that all
the objections made to the course and
action of the DeBoucherville Govern-
ment were that there was a difference of
opinion as to the legislation which was
caried on in the Quebec Legislature.
SNow, Sir, there is a distinct difference
between acts of administration and
acts of legislation, and that I think will
be obvious from the nature of the case.
The Sovereign is the chief of the exe-
Cutive. The Crown, with its advisers,

is appointed to carry on the adminis-
tration of affairs, public or executive,
and to administer inatters. The Crown,
it is true, nominally is a branch of the
legislati-e power, but it has really
ceased to be a branch of the logis-
lative power. There is a nighty dis-
tinction between the legislation and
the administration of Ministers, and
you can well sec the reason ofthe dif-
ference. With the single exception of
natters involving a charge upon the

people, any member of thiîs House,
whether he is a member of the Minis-
try or not, can introduce a neasure.
Any membe-r of the Quebec Legisla-
ture could have introduced an Act
stating that if these municipalities did
not pay up there would be no neces-
sity of going to the Courts, and trie
Governor-in-Council should make sum-
mary proceedings to enforce theirobli-
gations. Any member could have
donc it, and if the House chose to carry
it, thon the Ministry would be obliged
to yield. And not only that, Mr.
Speaker, but if that legislation, no
matter how important it may be, is
brought before Parliament, it is a con-
tempt of the privileges of this Ilouse
for any man even to quote or suggest
what the opinion of the Crown is re-
specting any political question. But
it so happens that ail the changes that
have taken place in England are most.
ly-indeed all the changes except two
that have taken place, have been on
questions of administration, or ques-
tions of want of confidence in
the capacity of the Government
to administer affairs. Only two
instances are known since the time of
George III. until up to this present
moment, when there was a dismissal
or resignation of the Ministry in con-
sequence of the difference between the
Crown and the advisers of the Crown
on matters of legislation, and these
were on similar questions -that is, on
the question of Cathohe disability.
The dismissal of Lord Melbourne was
founded on the opinion of the King,
that they could not satisfactorily ad-
minister affairs; but no difference of
opinion, no question as to legislation,
arose at al]. The only two instances,
as I said before, in which Ministers
were dismissed on account of differ-
ence of opinion between the King and
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his advisers on matters of legislation
were in-no, there were three cases.
In the first place, there was the Mora
Bill. It was objected to by the King
because it deprived him, as the chief
of the executive, of bis patronage as
chief of the executive. Then ho
objected to the Catholic Emancipation
Bill, in 1801,-which Pitt had pro-
mised,-and he forced Pitt to resign,
because Pitt would adhere to the pro-
mise which ho had made to the Irish
people at the time of Union in 1800,
The next dismissal on account of legis-
lation was when Lord Grenville was
dismissed, in the manner which I have
already mentioned, because he would
not sign a pledge never afterwards to
bring up the question of allowing
Catholic gentlemen to hold high com-
mands in the British army. There
were only three instances, and they
were instances only to be mentioned
to be considered, to be cited. to be
pointed at as outrages on the British
Constitution. There was this differ-
ence: it Lad been conveyed to poor
old George II[. hy the Chancellor, the
head of the English Chureh, the Areh
bishop of Canterbury, that he would be
committing a broach of bis Corona-
tion Oath if he allowed such legis-
lation. Lord Melbourne, then Mr.
Dundas, declared that such allegation
was absurd. That when ho swore as
King that ho wiuld preserve the rights
of the Protestant Church, as by law
established, it meant that hie would de-
fend those rights as by law established,
but if the law changed then he must
defend them as altered. The answer
of the King, which was well known,
was that ho did not want any Scotch
metaphysics,that Le had taken the oath
and was bound by bis conscientious
scruples. We may regret that he had
that conscientious scruple, because it
lias been the cause of much misery
and misfortune to the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland. It
bas been one of the principal causes
that England and Ireland are not now
one in heart and feeling, as Scotland
and England have been ever since
1700. Still we must have respect for
the conscience of the King. But, I
point ont to the House that, with the
exception of the cases I have quoted,
cases not to be repeaie but cases to
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be beld up as warnings, that British
Legislatures and people should never
fall into committing the same mis.
take again, ail the causes of dismissal
and of forced resignation were on mat-
ters of administration. On that point
I quote " May," 1859. Some gentle-
man bas handed me this paper:

" What of Sir Ednrnd Head's refusal of
a dissolution to the Brown-Dorion Govern-
ment."

I am not bound to defend Sir Edmund
Head, but my answer is this: Sir Ed-
mund Head, at the time he sent for
Mr. Brown, told Mr. Brown he was
going to charge him with the form-
ation of a Government, but Mr. Brown
must understand that ho must not sup-
pose that, if he did form a Govern ment,
he would have the right of dissolution,
as a matter of course. That, after the
Government was formed, he would
hear reasons given for it, and then
lie would judge for himself. The Sov-
ereign of the day can send for any 1,er-
son he likes, and can charge that per-
son with the formation of a Govern-
ment, stating on what conditions le
could form it.

MR. MILLS: That is not consitent
with Bagehot.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: I say
it is. The Soveroign can attaeh cer-
tain conditions to the power given to a
member to form a new Ministry. The
only power the Crown can exercise
personally, was that of attaching con-
ditions to the power to form a Govern-
ment, and of insisting on a dissolution
by his Ministry. Sovereigns have
again and agan, in English history,
given permission to form an adminis-
tration on certain terms. If the per-
son did not choose to accept the terms,
the Sovereign nust form an admii-
tration and get the confidence of Par-
liament. Sir Edmund -Head in this
case told Mr. Brown that he must not
understand, if ' he accepted office,
that he was to get a dissolution,
as a matter of course, and that such
would be granted only after sufficient
reasons to convince him as to its ne-
cessity wero given.

MR. MACKENZIE: He was work-
ing in accordance with Parlianeit.
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Sta JOHN A. MACDONALD: You
say ho was working in aceordance with
the mjority of Parliament. I was
arguing that matters of legislation
stood on quite a different basis from
inatters of administration. As a gen-
eral rule, the Crown did not interfère
in matters of administration, but left
those to Parliament, and the only in-
stances in which the contraryhad been
the case are those I have quoted, which
are precedents not to be followed, but
which are held up by all constitutional
writers as infringements on the truc
principles of the British Constitution.
Not only is that held to be the case
when Pitt took office and a resolution
was noved in con sequence of its having
been reported thiough the country
ibat the King was against the Port-
land and Fox coalition Government,
and the India Bill by Mr. Baker on
Decembei 17th, 1783, which, after de-
nouncing secret advices to the Crown
against responsible Ministers, and the
use of the King's name set forth-

"That it is now necessary to declare that
to report any opinion or pretended opinion
of His Majesty upon a Bill or other proceed-
ig with a view to influerce the vote of the

imembers, is a high crime and misdemeanour,
dangerous to the honour of the Crown, a
breach of fundamental principles of Parlia-
lent and subversive of the Constitution."

The motion was carried by 153 to
80, notwithstanding all the opposi-
tion of Pitt, who was ultimately
>uccessfull in the struggle, though, ac-
cordig to our p, osent views of consti-
tutional principles and laws, ho was
altogethei wrong in the course he
pursued on that occasion. Why, it is
impossible that the same principles
can apply to acts of administration
and acts of legislation. I tried it the
other day in this House. The hon.
1inster of Justice introduced a Bill

respecting penitentiaries, and I rose
and asked him if the Governor-General
had assented to the measure. le
said, "No". He looked at the Premier,
.nd the Premier looked at him, and
said to me:-" I do not think it is no-
essar.y." h said, " Neither do I, butthe Lieutenant-Governor of the Pro-
ince of Quebec thonght it was ne-

:eesar.y ho should be consulted about
all measures."

Ra. MACKENZIE: The right bon.
gentleman is not now quoung me
quite correctly.

SRa JOHN A. MACI)ONALD: I
think so.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I thought the
right hon. gentleman referred to some
financial part of the scheie. When I
said it was not necessary, I referred
wholly to the usual sanction for Bills.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD: le
thought of no financial clause in it
requiring the previous assent of the
Crown.

MR. MACKENZIE : Every Bill the
Ministry introduces bas the assent of
the Crown.

SIR JOHN A. MACIDONALD: I
have been a member of five Adrrinis-
trations. I have sat under fivo Gov-
ernors-Lord Elgin, Sir Edmund HLoad,
Lord Monck, Lord Lisgar, and Lord
Dufferin, and I never heard that doc-
trine proclaimed before. We know
perfectly well that the Governor-Gen-
oral, as the Queen can, if ho choses,
send for the Ministers, and say: " I do
not like that Bill, and I would like to
discuss it with you. I think you must
modify it or hold it over." The Sov-
ereign can thus interfere if he chooses,
but practically ho leaves all legislaticn
to the country. The proof of that is
found in the fact that any member of
the Opposition, in all matters excepting
those connected with finance, which
must be preceded by a m3ssage from
the Crown, were just as competent to
introduce every Ministerial measure as
hon. gentlemen on the Treasury
benches, and as competent to amend
any measures. The Ilouse s-iw the
other day a Bill iutroduced by
the hon. the Postmaster-Gen-
eral, to which the hon. member for
South Bruce moved an amendment
which entirely destroyed and changed
the whole aim and end of the Bill.

MR. MACKENZ[E: No.

SRa JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman accepted it. Hie did
not propose that it should be deferred
until he went to Rideau Hall to con-
sult the Governor-General. So it is
with all other Goveinnent Bills. h
venture to say that, with the exception
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of the general statement, which, of
course, is made by the hon. the
First Minister at the beginning
of the Session as to what
is eontained in the Speech from
the Throne, aIll Departmental
Bills were introduced without
the sanction in any shape of His Ex-
celle ncy. lon. gentlemen opposite
will not deny that statement. Yetthe
wholc cause of objection to the course
taken by the Quebec Administration
was because the Lieutenant-Governor
did not agree with the policy of the
legislation, although that policy was
passed and approved by the represen-
tatives of the people by a large major-
ity. The Lieutenant-Governor al-
lowed his Ministry to introduce their
Bills, he saw day after day the discus-
sions in the House, every day received
the Votes and Proceedings, and, in fact,
laid in wait for bis Ministers. He
allowed them to bring down the Sup.
ply Bill, and almost allowed them to
carry the Appropriation Act. He
allowed them to carry through their
Bill respecting railways and that re-
specting the doubling up of the subsi-
dies, and, strange to say, that the same
Bill for doubling up the subsidies,
which was one of the tirst causes given
why they were dismissed, received the
Royal assent of the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor on the advice of the successors of
the late Government. That Bill in no
way increased the burthens of the peo-
ple, the subsidy having been voted
years before Mr. Letellier was Lieuten-
ant-Governor, there being a provision
that if a portion of the subsidy was not
takon advantage of for certain rail-
ways, it coald be applied for the
benefit of other railways. That was
the law before Mr. Letellier was
Lieutenant-Governor. The Act was
merely carrying the law into force.
The Lieutenant-Governor gave, as one
of his first reasons for dismissing his
Ministers, that they had passed the
law without consulting him. Yet it
was by the advice of Mr. Joly that it
was now the law. As an hon. mem-
ber near me says, Mr. Joly was Presi-
dent of one of the roads, and voted for
the measure in regard to which be ad-
vised the Lieutenant-Governor to dis-
miss Mr. DeBoucherville. Actually
he who voted and supported the mea-

SIR JouN A. MACDONALD.

sure, and was in one sense intei.etr
in it, and was now responsible for the
measure becoming law, was a party t,
the dismissal of Mr. DeBoucher-viik
because ho had introduced the Bii as
carried it through the Legislature. il,
approves of the Act, but procures t,
dismissal of the man who obtained it,
passage. The Stamp Act, which was i;.
troduced last Session, was a very im po r-
tant one. Before the hon. the Ministe.
of Inland Revenue got his Amendmer,
Bill through the Committee, he must
not have known bis own progeny. I
was like the gun which had a new lock.
stock, and barrel. Was the assent of
the Governor-General obtained to tlh
Bill, or to any amendments made t.
it ? And yet, forsooth, the Lieutenan
Governor of Quebec was to decide and
govern what the legislative policy o
the people is to be. He, like Jupiter,
shakos bis ambrosial locks, gives his
nod, and the legislators have merely
to register his decrees. No suchthing
could happen in England. The Queei
knows too well what her duty is. She
keeps a sharp and watchfal eye upon
the foreiga policy. No one can read
the memoirs of the Prince Consort
without feeling what a great woman, a
great stateswoman, if there is such a
word, she is, and with what watchfu
and patriotic a care she guarded, and
studied, and considered the adminis-
tration of the nation. But, as regards
the legislation of the nation, she left
that, as it ought to be left, to the
people through their representatives.
She was satisfied with the old sliding
scale of the corn duties in the old Corn
Law times. She was satisfied with the
fixod duty of four shillings a quarter
declared by Lord John Rasselli, ad
with the free trade in corn declared by
Sir Robert Peel. She was satisfied
with the sustaining of the Established
Church in Ireland so long as her Min
isters advised her so to maintain it.
She was satisfied with the disestablish-
ment of her own Church, of which she
was the head, as soon as the represenl-
tatives of the people in parliament de

creed it. She received with like
equanimity a Reform Bill from One
Government or a retroactive measure
from another. She knows it bas ceed
to be a portion of the attributes Of the
Crown to possess any power in legIa
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iation, and the strongest proof of that
is that the power of veto has gone, and
that while tie Sovereign is still the
head of the Executive, she is only
nominally the head of the Legislature.
She cannot veto a bill. It has not been
done since Queen Anne's time. It is
as effete as the dodo. It is no part of
the Constitution of England. This is
laid down by all the writers. I shall
quote again from Mr. Bagebot, page
143:-

"To state the latter shortly, the Sovereign
bas, under a constitutional monarchy such
as ours, three rights, the riglit to be con-
sulted, the right to encourage, the right to
warn, and a King of great sense and sagacity
would want no others. He would find that
his having no others would enaHie hlim to
use these with singular effect. He would say
to his Minister: ' The responsibility cf these
measures is upon you. Whatever you think
best shall have my full and effectuai sup-
port, but you will observe tiat for this rea-
son and that reason, what you propose to do
,s bad, for this reason and that reason, what
you do not propose is better. I do not oppose,
it is my duty not to oppose, but observe t.hat
1 Warii'."

And that is the duty of a Sovereign.
If anv legislation, carried on by a
Ministry having a majority in Parlia-
ment, and, of course, they cannot carry
it on without that, was opposed to the
view of the Sovereign, he had the
right to send for his First Minister, and
say, "I will continue to support you,
but I bave had experience for years,
and T warn you," and that is substan-
tially the only power he has in matters
of legislation. On page 125, Mr.
Bagehot says:-

" The popular theory of the English con -
stitution involves two errors as to the
Sovereign; first, in its oldest form, at least,it considers him as an estate of the realm, a
separate co-ordinate authi>rity with the
louse of Lords and the House of Commons.

This, and much else, the Sovereign once was,
but thin he is no longer. That authority

.ould enly be exercised by a monarch with a
egisla'ive veto. He should be able to rejectBil if not as the House of Commons rejectsthen, at least as the House of Peers rejectsthe'n But the Qaeen has no such veto.She nkust sign her own deatn warrant if the

iWHouses unaninously sent it up to her.
IL '8 a fiction of the past to ascribe to ber

have an'Power. She has long ceased to

NOr can the House of Lolrds interfere
effectually, if the H[ouse of Commons

declares in favour of the policy of the
Government of the day. May says:-

II The responsibility of Ministers has been
still furthier simnphfied by the domninant power
of the Cominions. The Lords rnay sonetimues
thwart the Ministrv, but they are powerless
to overthrow a Ministry supported by the
Commons, or to uphold a Ministry the Con-
mous have condeined. Instead of inany
masters, the Governmnent bas only one, that
is the people. Nor can it be said that master
lias been severe, exacting, or capricious."

Sir, I contend that tlie Government
of Quebec having a ma*jority in both
Ilouses, should be sustained by the
Governor. If the Governor thought
they had forfeited the confidence of the
people, ho had a right to insist on
having a dissolution, but he must leave
it in their hands. J have quoted those
authorities to show that it is utterly
impossible for a Ministry to be main-
tained if they lose the confidence of
Parliament, and utterly impossible for
a Ministry to be dismissed if they have
the confidence of Parliament. The
Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec, if he
bad chosen to pursue the legitimate
course, would have said to his advisers:
"I do not agrec in this policy of
yours, and I do not think that the peoplo
do." 1e should have said that the
moment when he knew the policy of'
the Government, when ho knew the
measures were introduced, and ho had
the right to send for his Ministers and
say, "I see that a measure has been, or
is to be, introduced, and 1 ask what it
means." Although the Crown never
does interfere, ho might have sent on
theoretical grounds for the Prime Min.
ister, and said, " I do not approve of it,.
and I will insist upon you leaving it
to the people, upon your hurrying
through the Session, and withdrawing
the measure, and submitting it to the
people to see if you have their confi-
dence on general grounds." That
would be an extreme measure, which
the Queen would never think of taking,,
a stop which she would think would
be an outrage on the Constitution. But
still in that case there would have
been an adherenco to the letter of the
Constitution. But what was done
bore ? The Legislature had met, and
had passei a series of laws. It was
known what the policy of the Govern-
ment was. Ali their measures were,
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submitted to Parliament. They we're
going on from day to day, and from
week to week, without objection or
without a warning such as that men-
tioned by Bagehot. The measures were
almost completed when at last the Gov-
ernment were told: " There is the door,
and1 you must go." It was a coup d'état.
It was an outrage on the Constitution.
It was an outrage on free institutions,
and above all on British institutions,
and as such I umove -that the course
taken by the Lieutenant-Governor was
both unwise and unconstitutional.
Unwise it certainly is, and its unwis-
dom is obvious from the imputations
thrownî out as to the motives which
govern him in that course. In this
discussion, I have tried to sever the
condemnation of his acts froi any
charge against the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor. I am sure he has made a mistake.
I know hie has committed a breach of
the Constitution. I condemn the act,
but it is not for the purpose of my
argumen t to say anything against him,
except that the act which he has com-
mitted was an outrage on the Constitu-
tion. lIt was unwise, not only because
it was against the spirit if not the let-
ter of the Constitution, but because it
was liable to the imputations thrown
out, and the suspicions which it has
engende.ed. IIere we are, just bc-
fore a general election in which there
is to be a struggle of considerable,
perhaps, of extreme, warmth, from
one end of the country to the other.
It is alleged that the present Govern-
ment has not the confidence of the
people of Lower Canada. It is alleged
that Mr. Letellier was a partizan of
the present Government, He had be-
fore been one of iLs Ministers, and it
is alleged was sent down there as a
partizan. It is alleged that ho allowed
a Ministry having the confidence of
both Houses, having the confidence of
the representatives of the people, te
carry their measures almost to the end
of the Session, and, at thelast moment,
when ho thought the legislation was
complete, he sent them adrift and
brought in new men belonging to the
same political party as himself, who
had supported him when he -was a
member of the Governinent, and that
all this was done for the purpose of
getting hold of power in the Province

SIa JOHN .. MACDONALD.

of Quebec to be used at the general
election. This is a widely spread
charge, bc it untrue or be it truc. The
very fact of this act being done by the
Lieutenant-Governor at the time, as it
must have been obvious to him, and to
any man of common sense, that it
would be liable te do, has given rise to
that charge, to that imputation, to that
suspicion. It was a matter ofunwisdom,
as it tended to show, perhap, that the
Government did not exhibit the great-
est discretion in choosing him for that
office. But it is not without some
foundation, that thos- who are opposed
to the prescrit Government may think
perhaps that their suspicions are weil
founded, and those suspicions grow,
among other things, from the remarks
which had been made by the Minis-
terial Press itself. The Hlalifax Chron-
ic/e, a paper which the hon. the Min-
ister of Militia will not disavow,
says:

"If a general election should take place
in Quebec now, the Liberals would have
good prospects of capturing the Government
of the Province, which is supposed to be the
stronghold of Conservatism."

The Hamilton Tines, a paper which I
fancy the hon. the Premier will not
disavow, says:

" The disnissal ot the Qaebec Govern-
ment is the talk of the Lobbies. The Tory
members are· gathered in groups and dis-
cussing the situation, which is niost grave.
They condemn the action of the Lieutenant-
Governor. Their fear is that the new Min-
istry will cause their names to be announced
to-norrow in the House, and the moment
tlhat is done have Parlianent prorogued.
This would give the new Ministers time to
fierret out the rascality of the old Cabinet,
and make a full exposure of it when they
appeal to the country, which would take
place at the time the Dominion elections are
held, and would give the Liberal party an
unusual strength in the Province."

The rumour was, therefore, such that
it actually appeared in type that the
elections were to be held about the
same time. If so, I think I am fully
outborne in exprossing in my resolu-
tion, that the dismissal of the Ministry
at this time, of all others, is unwise ;
that it is a breach of the British Con-
stitution, and has shaken Responsible
Government to its very basis. And
there is one thing that is worse than
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al; it is throwing upon the people
the decision of a groat constitutional
question, in an election that will not be
tought on that question. The elec-
tions coming on in the Province of
Qnebec. will be decided on the railway
question, on the tax question, on every
other question than the constitutional

question. It was a grave responui-
bility for that Lieutenant-Governor to
take a responsibility which no man
fully aware of the consequences
01 his conduct would take,
a responsibility which no man
who was not utterly reckless of
the sanctity of the constitution and the
necessity of preserving all the bulwarks
oqfthe Constitution, would have under-
taken. Unless this House is firm, un-
less this Ilouse rises to the occasion and
i, truc to itself and to the constitution
under which we sit bere, and unless it
desires to sacrifice the principles of
Responsible Government, and to go back
to the old autocratie times, we shall
establish a precedent which may be
worked for the evil of this Constitution
for all time. What would be said of
the Earl of Dufferin, if he had said to
hon. gentlemen opposite: " I an of
opinion you have not the confidence of
the country. I have seen that a num-
ber of casual elections have gone
:Lgainst you from one accident or
another. I think there is a reaction
in the country, that the people do not
support you with the sane alacrity as
1ormerly, and I shall dismiss you
and send for the Opposition." You

ould not suppose that the Earl of
Dufferin, that a man imbued with the
>pirit of the British constitution, that
uI English statesman, or an English
entleman, could commit such an
flènce. Take another case. Suppose,
ov that the elections are just coming

on. Mr. Archibald, now the Governor
t. ova Scotia, who formerly belonged
the samue party as myself, and
a recommended by me as the

Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia,
has i that Province an Administration
PP)osed to the policy of the Opposition
ere and supporting with ali their

iower the present Dominion Govern-
luent. Suppose he took a leaf out of
Mr. Letellier's book and picked a quar-
rel with bis advisers just before theteetions. Suppose he said: "I sce

you have only a majority of two or
three, that you have lost election after
election, and I do not believe you roally
represent the people. I shalt dismis.
you and call a new Administration. I
shall call a friend, personal or political,
of my own, and assign to him the
agreeable duty of dissolving the Legis-
lature, and using the patronage, the
power, and the influence of the Gov-
ernment in flavour of the prescrit Op-
position, and against the present Gov-
ernment." How ny hon. friend at
the head of this Governmont
would, in that case, rise in his.
place and recall the good old
days when the Liberal party fought
the battle of Responsible Government,
and denounce the destruction of the
old Tory method of dismissing a
Governiment with a majority, which it
was true, miglit be a limited one, but
was still a majority. How this louse
and the country would have rung with
lament over such a retirni to the
old days of Metcalf and Toryism and
tyranny. Sir, I do not believe the hon.
gentleman at the head of the Govern-
ment will bolie his previous professions.
I do not believe, until I hear and sec it,
that because the Lieutenant-Governor
of Lower Canada happens to be his
appointee, he will sacrifice his own
great principles in defence of a Minister
who, I believe, has committed a great
constitutional wrong. Every Ministry
is liable to make mistakes in appoint-
ments. Every Ministry is liable some-
what from the mistakes or errors, or
the worse than errors, of their subor-
dinates. Though they may not be,
responsible for them, still they may be
to a certain degree. responsible in
public opinion for having made a
wrong choice; but until they condone
the offence, until they approve of
the offence, until they say " We
approve of that policy, and will support
them in that policy," they are not

justly amenable to attack. I have
made no attack. God forbid that I
sbould do so, for as yet I know not
that the present Ministry, at the head
of which is the hon. member for Lamb-
ton, is liable to the charge, liable to
attack, or liable to censure for any-
thing that bas taken place. As yet I
do not know this, and, therefore, I will
not say it. But it depends upon that
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bon. gentleman to say whether he, the
head of a Liberal Government, be
upon whom the mantle of Robert
Baldwin and others has fallen, he the
distinguished leader of the Liberal
party of the country, will-but I do
not believe that the hon. gentleman
will-sacrifice those great principles.
It mny be a warm-bearted, it may be
a kindly, and, perhaps, in some
respects, a polite act to do so, looking
it the mere temporary advantages of
an election ; but I do not believe that
that hon, gentleman will turn his back
upon those principles which be bas so
long professed, and which have been
the chief credit, the chief honour of
his party. Mr. Speaker, I move the
resolution.

MR. MACKENZIE: Mr. Speaker, I
have listened with the greatest possi-
ble interest to the somewhat lengthy
lecture on Constitutional Government,
given by the hon. gentleman. A very
large proportion of what he bas said I
eitirely agree with.

IION. MEMBERS: Ilear, hear.

MR. MACKENZIE: Many of his
quotations are apposite enough, and
many quotations,which might b given,
are entirely missed. Reference to pre-
cedeuits are given so far as they suit
the hon. gentleman's own purpose, but
when they touched upon a tender
point, they were passed very gently
over. The hon. gentlemen is scarcely,
fron his history as a publie man in the
country, in a position to give a lecture
to Liberals as to the mode in which
they are to deal with the exercise of
the Royal Prerogative, or the manner
in which the Royal Prerogative bas
been exercised in regard to themselves,
Sir, tie Liberal Party have had a long
struggle with the bon. gentleman and
his friends in order to establish the
principle of Responsible Government.
That principle bas been established
alike in the Provinces and in the
Dominion, but I maintain that the
Governments of the Legislatures ofthe
respective provinces occupy precisely
the same position towards the Crown
that the colonies, having Lieutenant.
Governors appointed immediately by
the Crown, occupy, to the Imperial au-
thorities. If we depart from that
principle, we depart at once from the

Sia JoHN A. MACDONALD.

only holding ground upon whieh we
can constitutionally anchor, if I may use
that expression. Now, Sir, the hon.
gentleman, by his motion to-night, ha,
undertaken to set at defiance the prin-
ciples of responsible government as ap-
plicable to the Provinces. I do not deny
at all the premises that the bon. gentle.
man laid down as to the right of this
IRouse,to criticise the action of the Lieu-
tenant Governors appointed by thi;
Government. It is quite truc, as the
bon. gentleman bas stated, tbat the ac-
tions of tbe Governors of Colonies are
criticised sharply and vigorously in the
House of Commons, although 1 do not
admit there is any analogy between
the cases of Governor Eyre and the
Governors of British Guiana, because
responsible Government did not obtain
in these Colonies ; and their actions
were dealt with by the House of Com.
mons somewbat as the actions of n
responsible tyrant would be, wbo exer-
cised political dominion under the au-
thority of the British Crown.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Governor Darling.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Yes; Governor
Darling, and several others. I quite
admit, and say that this is a legiti-
mate subject for criticism in the
Imperial Parliament, and that this
criticism bas been exercised. No one
would seek to deny this, and far less
should I seek to deny it than anyone
else, as I desire to maintain that prin-
ciple of responsility ali ke by the colon-
ists and by the Imperial authorities;
but, on the other band, I admit
that we are entitled in this House to
discuss, if we please, in this manner,
the actions of the Lieutenant-Governor
appointed by ourselves. But I hold, ut
the same time, that it is only under
very extreme circumstances that it is
wise or politic for that criticism and
that discussion to be indulged in by
this Parliament. Now, what is the
position at the present time in Quebec?
The bon. gentleman, in his resolution,
is very mild. He characterizes the
action of the Lieutenant-Governor
simply as unwise. Well, Sir, whether it
was -wise or unwise is a matter of opin-
ion, and who is that to be decided by?
Are we to constitute ourselves as a
Court of Justice to sit upon Lieutenant
Governors ?
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SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Yes.

MR. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
:leman says " yes." Well, I deny it,
i deny utterly that assumption. We,
wo doubt, may exercise a judicious

policv in criticising such actions, and
i do 'not deny that cases may arise
wherein it might be the duty of the
iiuthoritics at Ottawa to interfere; but

where it is simply the case of the re-
moval of one Ministry and the appoint-
ment of another-

HION. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

Ma. MACKENZIE : Where a Gov-
ernor bas dimissed his Ministry, and,
o use the hon gent leman's own expres
ion, has forced them to a resignation,

then, we have to consider the
question that arises immediately suc-
ceeding that. The position in Quebec

this: that Lieut.-Governor Letellier
-m oved the members of bis Admin-
>.tiation and appointed others in their

ace; that the Ministry by Mr. Joly
usuned the full responsibility of the
Governor's action as he was bound to
d. H1e could not possibly accept
ulice under the circumstances without
niîaking himself and bis colleagues re-
qponsible for the action of the Gover-
nor. In bis bold and manly address to
be electors of the Province of

Qtibec
iON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. MACKENZIE: I am glad that
Mu. gentlemen opposite appreciate

hat boldness.

ioN. MEMBERS : Hear, hear.

Mn MACKENZIE : He states ex-
;iicitly that fie assumes the full re-
>ponsibility Of course, his declara-

on was not necessary to con-
ltute bis responsibility. His

YerpOnsibility began the moment
hen he assumed office, and the elec-
on is, at present, proceeding where

ne question is before the people as towhether the aotion of the Governor
-OiS Wise or unwise. Now, sup-
Çose that this House exercised its dis-
retionand accorded to the bon. gentle-

rilen opposite more wisdom than to
be Governor, and shoula condemn the

on of the Governor, and that the
eeturs of the Province of Quebec, on

he lst of May, should say that the

Governor's act was wise, in what posi-
tion, would the Federal authorities
and the Federal Parliament be in con-
demning the course which the people
of the Province themselves had sane-
tioned ard approved ?

lON. MEMBERS: Hear, bear.
MR. MACKENZIE. That is pro-

cisely the position which the unwis-
dom of the hon. gentlemen opposite
would have us rush into, and it is one
which 1, for one, wili not take the
responsibility of incurring any danger
upon. I believe it is an unwarranted
use of the powers of the House to
attempt, under the circumstances, to
pass any vote of censure or of approval
of either party. The matter is left
with the responsible Administration,
and nothing could be more fatal to the
provincial autonomy which exists
under the Confederation Act than such
an unwise and unwarranted interfer-
ence with its proper functions.

lION. MEMBERS: Ilear, hear.
MR. MACKENZIE: Why, that was

the hon. gentleman's own argu-
ment in the case of the reserved Bills
from Ontario five years ago. The
bon. gentleman will remember, and
the House will remember, that the
Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario re-
served two Orange incorporation Bills
for the assent of the Governor-General.
Ilt did not suit the bon. gentleman op-
posite either to sanction these Bills or
to refuse his sanction to them; and I
do not say that bis action was wrong
or the decision ihat be gave, but it
was a convenient decision, at all
events, under the circumstarces; and,
in order to ensure the popular opinion
in favour of bis decision, and in order
to place himself right constitutionally,
the hon. gentlemran entered into a
long argument to show what the real
position of the local authorities was
relative to the federal authorities. The
paper was a good one, and I shall take
the liberty of reading some extracts
from it.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
There is no doubt that it was a good
paper.

MR. MACKENZIE: It was a very
good paper, and entirely subversive of
the hon. gentleman's argument to-day.
I will read, as follows:
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" The only object of these Associations ap-
pearing on the face of the Acts is the holding
of property, real and personal; that this
being a Provincial object, the Acts are within
the competence and jurisdiction of the Pro-
vincial Legislature. Such being the case, in
the opinion ofthe un dersigned the Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario ou'ht not to have re-
served these Acts for our Excellency's
assent, but should have given bis assent to
them as Lieutenant-Governor. Under the
system of Government that obtains in Eng-
land as well as in the Dominion and its
several Provinces, it is the duty of the ad-
visers of the Executive to recommend every
measure that has passed the Legislature for
the Executive assent. The provision in the
British North America Act of 1867, that
Your Excellency may reserve a Bill for the
signification of lier M4 ajesty's pleasure, was
sol ely rade with the view to the protection
of Imperial interests and the maintenance of
lmperial pohicy, and in case Your Excellency
should exercise the power of reservation
con ferred upon you, you would do so in your
capacity as an imperial officer, and under
the Royal instructions. it then rests with
the Governor-General or the Lieutenant-
Governor, as the case may be, to coneider
whether the Act contlicts with his instruc-
tions or his duty as an Imperial or a Domin-
ion officer, and if it does so conflict he is
bound to reserve, whatever the advice ten-
dered bim may be; but if not he will doubt-
less feel it his duty to give his assent in
accordanct with advice to that effect, which
it was the duty of bis Ministers to give.
Under these cireumnstances, the undersigned
recoimends that the Lieutenant-Governor
be informed that Your Excellency does not
propose to sign ify your pleasure with respect
to these reserved Acts, or to take any action
whatever. The Legislature of Ontario will,
at its next Session, which must neet belore
the expiration of the year within which, by
the constitution, Your Excellency has the
power to signify your pleasure, have the
power, if it pleases, of considering these
ineasures and re-enacting or rejecting them
at its discretion. IfthieActs should again be
passed the Lieut.-Governor should consider
bimselfbound to deal with them at once, and
niot ask Your Excellencv to intervene in
iatters of Provincial concern, and solely

and entirely within the jurisdiction and cou-
petence ofthe Legislature of the Province."

Now, Sir, the hon. gentleman, on this
occasion, caught the Lieutenant-G over-
nor endeavoring to make an appeal to
sanction certain Acts to the Governor-
General of the Dominion. The hon.
gentleman opposite acted upon hs in-
terpretation of the constitution which
I am bound to say, I think. was right.
lIe refers then to their own powers
and points out that this is entirely
within their own competence and

MR. MACKENZIE.

jurisdiction. But to-day, ie comes
to this House, and asks this House to
declare, by a hostile vote, that the Gov-
ernor of the Province of Quebec bas
not acted within his competence and
jurisdiction. He enters upon a long
argument to show that a measure or a
Government act might be lawful and
yet be unconstitutional. The whole of
the original part of the hon. gentle-
man's speech was directed to this, and
his quotations from Freeman, I think,
and others, were to show that a cer.
tain policy might be perfectly leg a,
that it might be lawful, but that undetr
the well known principles of. the
British constitution, it should be con.
sidered as an unconstitutional act.
In other wordsthat an unconstitutional
act was not necessarily an illegal or
improper act,while a certain net might
be both legal and unconstitutional.
Now, the hon. gentleman did not
venture to character ze the action of
the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec as
unconstitutional. 11e did not venture
-until in his last words he spoke of
its being an outrage on the Constitu-
tion-he did not venture to say, or t)
affirm, or make any attempt to prove,
that Governor Letellier had acted
beyond his powers and competent jurie-
diction.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: Mv
whole speech was to that effect.

MR. MACKENZIE: Well, I cai
only say that I am very glad to have
that interpretation of the speech. I
supposed that the speech was intended
to show what the hon. gentleman's
resolution says, that the action was
not unconstitutional, but was unwise, in
his opinion.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Un-
wise and subversive of the great col-
stitutional principle of responsible
Govern ment.

Ma. MACKENZIE: It docs not say
so. It says "subversive of the pose
tion of his advisers." It is a very
cunningly drawn resolution, no doubt.
It is a resolution, like most of the reso-
lutions the hon. gentleman draws Up,
capable of being interpreted twO or
three ways. I shall not go ihto a long
argument to prove whether Governor
Letellier was right or wrong, since
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think it is a question that we bave no
right to entertain. I think it would
be au outrage on the constitutional
system of government to try to do so.
We have only to await the natural re-
suit of the working of the constitu-
tional system which is in full operation
at the present moment in Quebec. If
the people sustain the Administration
which has assumed the responsibility
of this act it it not within the power
of this louse to condemn or set aside
the Constitution those people sustain.
If on the other hand, that Ministry
which has assuzmed the responsi-
bility of the act of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor in dismissing his
Ministers should not be able to sustain
itself, then we would have entered upon
another phase of the constitution ques-
tion, coming up in regular order, and
subject to the natural laws which flow
from our written constitution and
responsible system of goverument; and
upon that ground I argue that we
ought not to pass any vote of censure
upon the Lieutenant-Governor or upon
his advisers. You could not in
this House ass a vote of censure on
Governor Letellier's actien without
censuring the Ministry at present in
power in the Province of Quebec. The
one involves the other as certainly as
cause and effect are connected.

SIm JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Rear, hear.

MR. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen,
tieman says " hear, hear." I should.
like to hear him controvert that state-
ment.

SI" JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Wheu Governor Darling was censured
Or recaled there was nocensure upon
the Governinent of New South Walos,
WoOse policy was afterwards carried
out

MR. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tmernan has not stated the ground of
Sir Charles Darling's dismissal. He
wa disnissed because he sanctioned,
and not only sanctioned acts of hisadvisers which were legally unjustifi-
able, but he also placed himself in a
Poition of personal antagonism to-wards almost ail those whose aüteced-
ent pointed them out as the most
ikey material to be available to him

a change of Administration.
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Siu JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
was recalled and sustained.

Mu. MACKENZIE: The Govern-
ment was sustained, and Governor
Letellier may be sustained in Quebec
for anything the hou. gentleman
knows. I observe my hou. friend for
Hochelaga (Mr. Desjardins) dissents,
and I have the greatest possible
respect for the wisdom con-
cealed in that head; but I did
not at all affirm whether he will or will
not be sustained. The hon. gentleman,
perhaps, knows more about it than I
do. I profess to know nothing. My
ground is this: that I propose not to
interfere; that I have not imterfered ;
that nothing shall be doue by the Gov-
ernment of the Dominion which would
in any way place us in the position of
having taken part in a po iitiea[ contro-
versy which affected the Province and
the Province alone. The hon. gentle-
man, on the other hand, wishes us to
place ourselves in that position. The
hon. member for Kingston supposed a
case a few minutes before he sat down.
The hon. gentleman says: Suppose the
Governor-General should say to the
Present Administration that they had
Iost particular elections, that in his
opinion they had more or less lost the
confidence of the country, and, there-
fore, he felt it necessary to dismiss
them, and he asked me what I would
have thought of that. Well, Sir,
whatever I would have thought of that
I recall to mind that his own news-
paper, the Mail, advocated this very
proposition that the Governor-General
should dissolve the House.

Sim JOHN A. MACDONALD : I
think the hon. gentleman is wrong.
I am sure he is wrong. The Mail
never advised that the hon. gentleman
should be turned out and that a disso-
lation should take place. The Mail
advised that the hon. gentleman should
himself dissolve.

MR. MACKENZIE: I observe that
the hon. gentleman has an intimate
knowledge of the character of the
article in that paper, and, of course, if
he controls that paper, he ought to
know.

Sma JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman says ho does not con-
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trolithe Globe. I take it that he does
not, and I say I do not control the
Mail.

Ma. MACKENZIE: All I can say
is that it is very much to the hon.
gentleman's credit that he does not
control the Mail. It is to be sure
a matter of very little consequence
in a discussion of this question
what the right hon. gentleman's opin-
ion may be of tacts in regard to which
the conduet of the Government is
called in question, or what my opinion
or that of any other member may be.
But, as the hon. gentleman has chosen
to discuss that particular question with
reference to certain Governors once in
Canada, I may, for a moment, stop
to correct his remembrance of what
took place under Sir Edmund Bond
Head in 1856. The right hon. gentle-
man says that when Mr. Brown was
called on to form an Administration he
was told of the conditions on which he
should form his Government, and that
unless ho acceded to these conditions
he had no right to form a Government.
I can ouly say, Sir, that there was no
condition except the one which the
right hon. gentlemen has mentioned,
that the Governor-General would not
pledge hinself to a dissolution. This
was the one given. I think, by the
Minister at the time of the Ministerial
.explanations. I think it was a gross
outrage, to use his own words, on con-
stitutional authority that a Governor-
General should have told the man
whom he had called to form a Govera-
ment that he would not be advised on
a certain matter, except by those who
were not in a position to give advice.
Mr. erown, very properly, told the
Gqve-nor-General that if lhe was author-
iz fo form a Government,he would en-
deavour to accomplish the task, and
if ho shold succeed in accomplishing
it he shoild deem it his duty to tender
his advice on the question of dissolu-
tion, and that, if he did so, h should
expect that advice t' be acceded to.
The right hon. gentleman makes out
that Sir Edward Bond Head occupied
the position of a political partizan, and,
if he were alive and in this House, I
should say of a political conspirator.
There ia nothing more base in the his-
tory of this country than the action of

Sm JOHN A. MACDONALD.

Sir Edward Head on that occasion.
Yet, Sir, that action found a ready
apologist in the right hon. rmember for
Kingston. But, as my hon. friend
from Chateanguay (Mr. Holton) says,
the right hon. gentleman took ail the
responsibility on that occasion, and
thought that ex-Ministers were in a
position to give advice when Ministers
wer'e not.

Smi JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is an assumption.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I admit it is an
assumption. It is one I have always
believed, and is one I will always con-
tinue to believe.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: It
was denied by the Governor-General
at the time and those who bad been
advising him.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I accept the
right hon. gentleman's statement.

Sm JOHN A. MACDONAILJ): It
has been stated in che old Parlianent
of Canada that it was "as false as
hell," and it was as false as hell.

M. MAUCKENZIE : I can only say
that I continue to believe that there
was communication of an improper
and irresponsible character between
some of the ex-Ministers and the Gov-
ernor-Genoral. I have no doubt of it,
and anythipg more outrageons than
that proceeding can scarcely be con-
ceived. If the matter had been left in
the hands of the people, as it has been
done in Quebec, it would have assumed
a different aspect altogether. The right
hon. gentleman says they had just
come firom the people. How long had
they corne from the people ? The
elections were held in December, 1857,
and these transactions took place in

August.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: T»
tirst Session afterwards.

MACKENZIE : Very well. The
rigi hon. gentleman says they had
jusG come from the people. Does he
kngq that an appeal was granted to
au, lnglsh Ministry three monthO
frqm thelgeneral elections ? Does he
mep .tp, ay that there must be no
dissolitWpn because one had to tike
plane wihin the year ? This Was
the right hon, gentteman's excuso
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for the gros perversion of the Royal
authority by the Governor-Gonerl,
and ho stands here to-day as its apolo-
gist and defender while ho assails a
matter which is now fairly and consti-
tutionally placed before the people of
Quebec. Now, as I said, I do not

propose to discuss the question as to
whether Governor Letellier was strict-
ly within the line of duty or not-for
the reason I stated. I may observe,
in passing, that very extraordinary
things were being consummated in the
Province of Quebec; I may observe
that I could point out that extraordi-
nary acts were in progress.

Ma. MASSON : That was their busi-
ne"s.

Mi. MACKENZIE: Sir, it is true
it was. It is true our Constitution
consists of three distinct branches;
that one of them, perhaps two of
them, were intervening directly be-
tween judicial and legislative autho-
rity; that they wore interposing logis-
lative where judicial authority was the
proper nethod-they were endeavour-
ing to shut Ihe doors of the Courts
against those who were appealing
against a course of justice. I do not for-
get, Sir, that one of the most dis-
tinguishcd men who has ever lived in
Canada-and thouglh it was my misfor-
tune for many years to differ from
nany administrative acts of his, still

it was my glory to belong to the
school of which that gentleman was a
bright example and a bright represen-
tative-I allude to Sir Francis
ilicks, has completely defended the
position of the Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebec, and he is an authority which
no gentlemen on the opposité side can
venture to despise. I recollect
Wel, a few years ago, when
they got him into the seat where
we now sit, they thought they
secured a prize-and they did. They
secured bis abilities to prop up a fall-
ing Administration. And, Sir, for
years afterwards that distinguished
stat#esman was held up as a model of
all that was bright and able-ao our
ablest financier. Sir Francis Hincka
ha given his opinion in favour of the
tourse pursued by the Lieutenat,-Çov-
ernor Of Quebec, and ho is decried and
abased by the Tory newspapers bc-

120j

cause of his course in that matter. I
merely refer to his opinion to show
that the best authorities on constitu-
tional government may fairly differ
about the propriety or the wisdom-
to use the right hon. gentleman's own
words-of the course pursued by the
Lieutenant Governor of Quebec. Why
did net the bon. gentleman venture on a
stronger expression than he had chosen
to employ in this resolution ? It was
because ho knew, with his extensive
legal ability and bis constitutional
knowledge, that ho could not do so. I
never believed that he would venture
on an absolute condemnation in a con-
stitutional sonse of the course pursued
by the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec.
It was in fact, a fatal slip against Con-
stitutional Governmont that ho chose
to couch his resolution in the mild
terms in which he did couch it. Yet
ho now expects, because his language
is mild, and his phrases almost indiff-
erent, that we should pass a vote of
censure upon Governor Letellier with-
in a few days of the time when the
electors of Quebec should pronounce
npon the wisdom of the unwisdom of
the Ministerial events which have
transpired lately in that Province. Sir,
I say that a more indecent, and, poli-
tically speaking, a more unwise step
was nover proposed to be taken
by the head of a political party in this
country. I join with him and others-
in this Parliament, or out of it, in main-
taining our free institutions, in main
taining the responsibility of Ministers
te the Crown and theix responsibility
te the people, and in taking stops in the
direction of that end where there is a
dispute as to the course to'be pursued;
buL the justification of the course that
bas to be pursued, and has been par-
sued, in that matter is, that it bas to be
referred te the ultimate tribunal, the
great national inquest;'which can only
give theverdict at te.pols. But until
other causes are shown for interfereue
than have been shown to-night in the
hon. gentleman's very long and very
able address on constitutional govern-
ment and its principles, and a narrative
of what took place under the reéign. of
English monarchs who wore more or
les despots in their character te show
the necessity of leading to anothertcon-
olusion in reference to the present
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dispute, I say, notwithstanding all these
arguments, the question simply is
this: Shall we interfere with Consti-
tutional questions which are in the
process of being settled ? For the
reasons I have given, I object to that
interference, and shall resist that inter-
ference; and I ask every one who loves
responsible Government to vote down
the hon. gentleman's resolution as
being contrary to the very principles
on which responsible government is
based, as injurions in its results, and
reflecting on the character of the people
to whom it is to apply.

MR. MASSON said he thought the
hon. gentleman could not make a
stronger speech to prove the Hon.
Mr. Letellier acted against responsible
government than the one ho had just
given. They had a right to insist that
the hon. gentleman should take the
matter up, they had a right to insist
on bis doing what would have been
his duty; but ho had distinctly stated
that he would not even consider the
question, or give bis opinion upon it at
the present moment. The hon. gentle-
man said they had no right to enquire
whether Mr. Letellier acted rightly or
wrongly. Had the bon. the Premier
forgotten that the Union Act imposed
upon him the obligation of seeing
whether the gentleman whom he had
appointed, acted wrongly or rightly?
The Act was in these terms:-

" A Lieutenant-Governor shall hold office
during the pleasure of the Governor-General;
but any Lieutenant-Governor appointed
after the commencement of the first Session
of the Parliament of Canada, shall not be
removable within five years of his appoint-
ment, except for cause assigned, which shall
be communicated to him within one month
after the order for his removal is made, and
shall be comminicated by mêssage to the
Senate and to the House of Commons within
one week thereafter, if the Parliament is
then sitting, and if not then, within one week
after the commencement of the next Session
of Parliament."

Was the meaning of this clause that
the Government was not responsible
for the Act of the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor? Were they not tojudge whether
he had acted wisely ý or unwisely ?
The bon. gentleman, who well knew
the duty imposed upon him by this
Act, would nevertheless venture to

MaL MAcUaZII.

interfere, as ho had donc, with the'
rights of the people to legislate for
themselves if they wished. This was
not the proper place to judge whether
the people of Quebec were right or
wrong, whether the majority of the
people of Quebec, by their representa-
tives, acted wisely or unwisely; but it
was the proper place to enqure whether
the Lieutenant-Governor had acted
constitutionally or otherwise. The hon.
Premier had been willing to judge
of that of which he had no right to
judge, but was unwilling to judge of
that which his duty called upon him to
judge. A great question had been
raised in Quebec, and the whole of
their system of Government depended
upon it. There was a a great man in
France, a man who had his defects, his
faults and his faihings, but was con-
sidered a great man ; he referred to M.
Thiers, and he would cite his words
upon this question. At a sitting ofthe
National Assembly, after the capitula-
tion of Paris, M. Thiers said:

" If I had the power, which no mortal pos-
sesses, I would have given to my country
that which, in the measure of my ability, I
have for forty years toiled to give it-the con-
stitutional monarchy of England. Yes, gen-
tlemen, I believe those men are free, nobly
free, at Washington; that great things are
there achieved; but I also believe that men
are equally free in London; and, may I be
allowed to say so, more free than those at
Washington. The reason of this is, that in
London, Government is placed in a region
equally distant from the passions from above
and the passions from below. Never, in any
country, nor at any time, has Government
been placed in a region where calm reason
is more likely to predominate, and is lees
troubled. But, gentlemen, I have always
held that princes who govern must accept
the conditions of this form of Government.
If they wish to attract to themselves the
Goverument, they must also attract a respon-
sibility which, in these stormy times, soon
becomes the ruin of the throne. * * *
Princes must bring themselves to the ides
that monarchy is often all but a Republic, a
Republic with an hereditary President."

Those were the ideas of a great French
statesman ; and, as bis hon. friend had
said, those ideas should be practiced by
the monarchy which ruled at the pre-
sent moment. The hon. gentleman
had said that it was none of his busi-
ness to interfere with what occurredat
the Local Legislature, and that it
would be interfering with the rights Of
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the people. If there was a danger of
alowing the Government to interferc
with the free will of the people, that
dtnger existed more in Canada than
anywhere, and in Quebec more than in
any other Province. If the will of the
people of the Province of Quebec were
to be put aside by the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor of that Province, their condition
was weak; if every aspiration of the
people could be foiled by the act of a
man who was appointed by the Gov-
ernment at Ottawa, the Federal Gov-
ernment might interfere through an
act of their political appointee, and
stop the legislation at a time
when it was most dangerous for
the liberties of the people, and for the
maintenance of Responsible Gov-
ernment in this country. He who
ruled over mon must be above the
smallest taint or suspicion of partiality.
If there was a Sovereign who had
given them an example of this, it was
Her Majesty Queen Victoria. It was
well known that in the first years of
ber leign she had a preference for the
Whigs that was so strong that even
Lord Marlborough said the time had
come when she sbould tender her
branch of olive to the Tory party of
England. If impartiality was required
in England, it was more required here,
because our position was entirely dif-
feront. The Imperial Governors that
were sent to this country were not
subject to the aspirations of party and
the influence of' political bias, which
could affect Governors coming fiom
this country. The latter were
subject for their future promotion
or future advantage to the Act
of the Federal Government which ap-
pointed them. The system had been
adopted by the Dominion Parhament
of appointing Governors from their
own ranks, and it might be a bad sys-
tern, for the men appointed might have
been assiduous in their efforts to de-
stroy the party over whom they were
called upon to rule. The hon. the
Premier said this was a very small
question, that it was only a question
of removing a Ministry. ~ Very small
<luestion indeed. le would take a
Point of comparison having some bear-
ing upon the conduet of the hon. gen-
tlernan. He would not go back and
read what were the opinions of the

great statesmen of England, but would
read something more immediately bear-
ing upon the question as it was almost
of actual occurrence. It would be
remembered that in France, last year,
there were occurrences which called
upon Marshal MacMahon to dismiss
the Ministry, and the cry that was
raised all over the Dominion with re-
gard to that, showed that it was
considored as an attack upon the Con-
stitution of the French people. He
would show what was tho opinion of
the Liberal Press of England, rela-
ting to the coup d'état and its
analogy to the present case. The
Daily News, in an article, answered
the point which had been raised in the
Province ofQuebec by the friends of
the party opposite-that the act. being
legal, they had nothing to say against
it, that being in accordgnce with the
letter of the Statute, they had no fault
to find with the Lieutenant-Governor,
who had acted according to this
rule. This was what the organ of
the Liberal party of England, the
party of his hon. friend the Minister of
Inland Revenue, who said that his
models were not to be found in this
country, but in England:

" It may be argued that Marshal Mac-
iahon has acted thus far within the strict

limit of his legal and constitutional rights.
But a constitutional ruler who tries the
very extreme of his constitutional rights
when a much less strennous assertion of
authority was all that the occasion called
for, is already dangerously near the verge of
the unconstitutional and even of the despotic.
The Sovereign of England bas various consti-
tutional rights, carefully secured by theory,
and even sanctioned by many precedents,
the unexpected exercise of which rights in
our day would tlrow the whole country into
bewilderment. Whatever the privilezes and
powers which the constitution of the 'rench
Ropublic may have assigned to the indivi-
dual action of the President, it is certain that
their exercise would have to be justified in
every single case by the urgency of sufficient
national necessity calling for their applica-
tion. No such necessity could possibly be
pleaded in the present instance. The Min-
îstry were in full accord with the opinions of
the majority of the representative chamber,
and of the country ontside. If Mr. Jules
Simon had in any way failed to perform
what the President may have considered hie
ministerial duty or official en ement, that
fact could not furnish the slig test excuse
for the sudden imposition of an rleanist and
Bonapartist combination on the country.
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There in no getting over the plain fact that
ahe whole of Europe regards Marshal Mac-
maboît's proceedings as something very like a
coup d'élat. The appearance of a difference,
says Mr. Mill, is a difference. In tines of
excitement and high political tension, the
appearance of arbitrary action is to ail in-
tents and purposes arbitiary action."

This was sound doctrine and
exactly tallied with. the doctrine his
right hon. friend from Kingston (Sir
John A. Macdonald) had propounded.
It was his duty to take his officers
from among the majority of the flouse
and not from among the minority.
The hon. Minister of Inland Revenue
shook his head ; perhaps he wished to
come a little nearer home and hear the
opinions of people in Quebec. He
would give the opinion of an influen-
tial Canadian writer uponMacMabon's
coup d'état, Hon. Senator Penny, Editor
of the Montreal Herald. In the Herald
of 16th August, 1877, appears the
following:-

"'n the first instance there was some pre-
tence on the part of Marshal MacMahon and
the Duke of Broglie, that, while acting in
opposition to the spirit, they would keep
within the letter of the constitution. They
would, in fact, according to the represent-à-
tions they made, cover their attack upon the
late chamber by appealing to the people,
and asking their assent to be declared
through the voice of newly and freely elected
representatives. As we have pointed out on
forner occasions, though this would be an
extreme, and, in the best sense, unconstitu-
tional exercise of the prerog ative Of chief
magistrate, as it is understo in the British
Emipire, it would still conforin to the main
requirenents of our unwritten law. It is
indeed bard, under the British system, to
conceive of any political measure, however
iniproper in itmelf, which, taken in the name
of the Sovereign, may not be legitimized by
the subsequent sanction di the election fairly
invoked and freely given. Only, though for
many generations, there have been no in
peachments for evil acts of the kind, nor,
indeed, ir England itself are there such acts,
there are historical examples of very severe
punishmient, capital punialiment, for men who
adventured on arbitrary cou-ses and failed
to obtain popular condons;tion. It would be
quite Iu order of British precedents to inflict
such punishment on the advisers of the Pre-
sident, if having wantouly interfered with the
reghlar course of constitutional proceedings,
they found their attempt defeated."

That was exactly whatwas effected after
Napoleon's coup d'état of 1851. The
kon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
would not say that coup d'état was

. MA aaON.

legal; nevertheless, it was approved
by the votes of the people, and the
approval of the people, according to the
Herald, legalized the Act of the Presi-
dent. What did the Kerald say on
that point ?

" Though for many generations there have
been no impeachments for civil acts of this
kind, nor, mndeed, in England itself, any
such acts, there are historical examples of
very severe punishinent, and of capi.
tal punishment, having been M-
flicted on men who adventur-g on arbitrary
courses, failed to obtain popular condona-
tion. It would be quite in the order of Eng-
lish precedent to inflict such punishment
on the advisers of the President, if, having
wantonty interfered with the regular course
of constitutional proceeding, they found
their attempt defeated."

He thought that was rather hard upon
Mr. Letellier and Mr. Joly. He was
sure that the hon. gentleman did not
want such severe punishment to be
inflicted upon them under present cir-
cumstances. Why should they suifer
that punishment if the act was
coustitutional ? It was because
an Act might be strictly consti-
tutional, according to the letter of the
law, and, nevertheless, be, to ail in-
tents and purposes unconstitutional,
and bring upon the man who had acfed
unconstitutionally the highest penalties
the law could inflict. He would cite
from Le National, which now defended
the coup d'etat Letellier, an extract
from an article of the 24th Septem-
ber, 1872 :

" The recent act of MacMahon overthrows
all parliamentary notions. Formerly men

to say (le roi regne et ne gouverne pas)
"The King reigus but governs not," and to-
day the President reigns and governs as he
pleases without taking any heed of the nation
than if it did not exist. Does Marshal Mac-
Mahon know where the path he has entered
is leading him ? Is he taken up with that
spirit o error and folly, the forerunner of
tme fall of kings, and is he disposed to make
a coup d'état ? He seems to forget that he
is respousible to the nation for high treason,
and it he is ever accused of the crime of
lsa-nation, treason to the nation, he nay not
find in his judges the clemency which he
himself has shown to the traitor of Metz."

What had MacMahon done to deserve
such strong language and grave
accusations from the Liberal preSS
and the Liberals throughout the
whole Dominion ? 1e had done
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less than Letellier had done in the
present circumstances ; ho did not dis-
miss bis Ministers, they resigned, and
after the appointment of a new Min-
istry ho appealed to the country. Hie
(Mr. Masson) would explain .te 'dif-
ference between President MacMahon's
act, which had been so severely blaned
by hon. gentlemen opposite,and Lieut.-
Governor Letellier's act of which they
approved. In France, then, as at pre-
sent, Responsible Government did not
exist as it did here and in England. If
his hon. friend opposite would ref&r to
the October files of the Globe of 185,
hè would find that organ stating that
" The ideas of Responsible Government
cannot exist in France because
French Republicans do not cosider
the form of Government which pro-
vails in England as the proper
form of Government. They are more
intent on looking to Washington and
on adopting the system of irresponsi-
ble Government, as it exists in the
flnited States or in France." He had
passed some time among the French
people himself, and knew their feel-
ings. The hon. the Minister of Inland,
'Revenue knew quite well that in
France the idea or principle which
predeminated, was the one-man prin-
ciple; the French people were natur-
a]ly inclined to be carried away by
the high achievements of a single man,
to group around and to defend him,
and to personify power in one and the
same man. This was the reason why
contests there, instead of being con-
stitutional, and against a particular
Ministry, were dynastie-one dynasty
again another dynasty--consequent-
I YResponsible Government could not
exist in France as in this country,
b4eause public men were not equally
devoted to the Sovereign. Thore was
anlother distinction to ber made between
McMahon .and Letellier, entirely infhvour of the former, who had been so t
severely treated by hon. gentlemen
OppOsite. McMahon had the support
If the Senate, which was an entirely
independent body and co-equal to a s
reresentative House, and without t
Wnîch he could not have acted. The
Constitution was more an unwritten
One than ours, and by that Constitution t

Mahon had the right, with the con- tsent of the Senate, to dissolve the

House. He did not do as Lieutenant-
Governor Letellier did, dismiss the
Ministry and appeal to the people on
bis own individual account, but ho did
it in accordance with the power given
him by the Constitution of France, to
hitnself, with the consent of the Sonate,
to dissolve Parliament. Another dif-
ference which existed between Me-
MIbon and Letellier was the différent
character of the questions whieh
agitated France and Canada. In
France McMahon, who every
body holds to be an honest
man, believed, rightly or wrongly, that
society was in danger; that the libeity
of a section of the people was indan-
ger--the Bishops of France, for in-
stance, could not publish a mandement
without the authority of the civil au-
thority, and greater restrictions were
demanded by certain parties-and that
he was supported by the people, Who
would not submit to that ternporary
majority which wanted to im pose their
will on the minority, and, in their opin.
ion, loweP*ed France in foreign u.stina-
tion. But not only were the questions
widely different from those in Canada,
but the opponents were different. In
Fratice, the opponents of the Conserva-
tives were the most rabid Rouges, so
much so that the Liberal party in Ca-
nada, in ordor to retain a hold on the
people, were obliged to disavow them,
to say they had nothing in common
with them, though on one occasion the
hon. member for Quebec East had said
ho admired Gambetta as a greout pat parot.
Those were the mon against whom
MacMahon had to contend. Under the
circumstances which then existed in
France, it would, he contended, be a
question to decide whether even a con-
stitutional monarch would not have
had a right to dismiss his advisers and
appeal to the country. He was a Con-
servative, and maintaned the preroga-
tive might sometimes became the safe-
guard of the liberties of the people
igainst a corrupt and overbcaring
najority, and ho held that circum-
tances might occur which would jus-

tify the Crown in taking an arbitrary
view of a question and trust to the peo.
)le for approval. He would now come
o what touched the question, more par-
icularly in the comparison of the much-
attacked coup d'état MacMahon and
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lHon. Mr. Letellier. What were the
motives of MacMahon in disnissing his
members? Did lie dismiss them be-
cause they had slighlted his authority,
or had not consulted him, and after
having dismissed them, did he give
them the certificate which Mr. Letel-
lier gave to Mr. DeBoucherville, that
the latter had not intended to infringe
on the prerogatives of the Crown ? The
position in France was the opposite
to that in Quebec. He would read the
letter of MacMahon blaming his Minis-
try, and hon. gentlemen would see
whether the cases were not altogether
different.

MR. MILLS: This is a defence of
MacMahon.

Mn. MASSON said the hon. gentle-
man ought to have legal acumen
enough to see that if he could prove
that the position of MacMahon, whom
the Liberals condemned. was a more
favourable one than that of Mr. Letel-
lier, whom they now attempted to con-
donc, that he had established his pro-
position that, to be consistent, the

iberals were at least bound to con-
demn Mr. Letellier as well. The fol-
lowing was the text of MacMahon's
letter, from the Journal Officiel of 17th
May, 1877:

S Monsieur le President et Conseil:

'I have just beçn reading in the Offieial
Journal the report of yesterday's sitting. I
have seen with surprise that neither your-
self nor . le Garde de8 Sceaux has been the
exponent of the grave reasons which might
have prevented the abrogation of a law on
the Press which had been voted ouly two
years ago on Mr. Dufour's own proposition,
and the application of which you were your.
self demanding from the tribunals only very
recently; and, nevertheless, in several of the
deliberations of council, and even especially
in that of yesterday morning, it had been de.
cided that the President of the Council, as
also I le Garde de8 Sceaux, would perforni the
dutv of defending it It was also already a
subject of astomishment that the House of
Riepresentatives could, in its last sitting,
have discussed a whole municipal law,
adopted even some dispositions, the danger
of which you have yourself, in council, ad-
tnitted, such as the publication of municipal
council, without the Minister of the Interior
having taken any part in the discusaion.
This attitude of the head of the Cabinet
entitles one to ask whether he has preserved
over the Huuse the influence necesaary for
the adoption of hie views. An explanation
ou this subject is indispensable, for if I am

MR. MAssoN.

not responsible as you are to Parlianent, I
have a resp-)nsibility towards France which
to-day, more than ever, must engage nyattention."

lon. gentleman would admit there
was a difference in the accusations
which MacMahon had a right to make
against his Mini stry, and he charges bis
Ministers with having refused to act
as agreed at the Council Board only
the day before, and the flimsy pre.
tences on which Letellier turned ont
his Ministers was, that he was not gen.
erally consulted, yet lie was always
absent or ill ; and his Ministers had
to conduct affairs while he was at bis
country seat, several leagues away
from the seat of Government. it was
too late in the day for him to make
that accusation against DeBoucherville.
He had stated that DeBoucherville had
no intention of acting improperly
towards him, and the best proof of the
confidence which lie reposed in Mr.
DeBoucherville was the simple fact,
that when Mr. DeBoucherville wanted
to introduce his money resolution into
the House, Mr. Letellier, instead of
coming back from his country seat,
sent to Mr. DeBoucherville a blank
paper, telling him to fill it u as he
chose, which he would not have done
had be not placed implicit ôonfidence
in him. If this were not a proof of
implicit confidence, then it was a snare
intended to entrap DeBoucherville and
ruin him later. It was said thatDe
Boucherville had not consulted Letellier
before bringing in his railway policy.
The right hon. m ember for Kingston
had proved that that was not absolute.
ly necessary. What, however, could
be thought of a Lieutenant-Governor,
who could not help knowing tbat the re-
solutions had been introduced to the
House, and had been voted for by a
large majority of the House; of a
Lieut.-Governor to whom the Votes
and Proceedings of the Legislature
had been delivered daily, yet who
came down at the last hour and said he
was not cognizant of the legislatiOn
going on. But this w.îs not all. Mr.
Letellier must hase known the natule
of these resolutions, since, in the con-
versation of the 19th February, 1fr.
DeBoucherville spoke to him about
them; and why did he not then tel"
bis Minister that he could not allow
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the Bill to go on any further, if he
wished to interfere? If Mr. Letellier
had then told Mr. DeBoucherville
that the measure could not go on fur-
ther, it would have been time to stop
it, and to avoid the disagreable neces-
sity of dealing in this manner with a
Bill which had been passed through
the two Houses of the Legislature.
But no; he knew the resolutions had
been introduced, he knew the policy
of the Government, and, instead of
then telling Mr. DeBoucherville that
he could not sanction it, he allowed it
to be pushed through, and then when
the position was irretrievable, he told
Mr. DeBoucherville that he disap-
proved of bis whole policy and turned
the Ministry out. Could any one, on
reading the whole document of Mr.
Letellier, claim that it was an impar-
tial statement ? Was it not, rather,
the statement of a political partizan ?
He went into the Province of
Quebec as the Governor of the Prov-
ince, with the intention of controlling
the legislation. In the letter he had
written he intimated he went there
not as a constitutional Governor de-
termined to take the advice of bis con-
stitutional advisers, but went there with
the determination of having bis views
prevail. He would take, however, a
moderate way of doing it.

MR. DEVLIN: I would like to
know where the hon. gentleman finds
it printed or published that the Lieut.-
Governor stated he did not enter upon
the duties of bis office as a constitu-
tional Governor.

MR. MASSON said what he had
before stated was taken from Mr.
Letellier's document, in which he said
he had become convinced that legis-
lative and administrative changes were
becoming more and more necessary,
but that they would bave to be effected
with moderation and the greatest
Possi ble discretion, in order to obtain the
realization of what he deemed to be of
the greatest advantage to the Province
of Quebec. That was to say that he
went to the Province of Quebec with
the intention of impesing lis views
"Poin bis advisers, upon the Legislature,
upon the people of the Province ofQuebec ; but lie was not clever enough
to draw up bis document so moderately

that it was not easy to define what his
intention was. We knew that before
Mr. Letellier entered upon the Govern-
ment of the Province of Quebec ho was
a bitter partizan. The answer given
him by Mr. DeBoucherville was a most
triumphant one. He said: "I am your
adviser; you are not my adviser; it is
for the people to advise, not for the
Crown to advise the people. It is for
the constitutional advisers of the
Crown to give their opinion and the
Crown to follow that opinion." The
best proof that the document to whick
lie (Mr. Masson) bad referred was
written in a partizan spirit, would
be found in an expression which he
would quote, and he would leave
it to every bon. gentlemen in the
House to say whether that was a
document which should have emanated
from a Lieut.-Governor. Instead of
discussing matters impartially as he
should have done, lie repeatedly in bis
document made those accusations
which the Liberal Press of the Province
had since repeated. The Conserva-
tives of the Province were accused of
having incurred enormous expense by
granting enormous subsidies to several
railways, and exception was taken to
their having increased the salaries of the
Civil Service at a time which seemed
to him inopportune, as they were
negotiating with the Bank of
Montreal a loan of half a million,
with power to increase that loan
to $1,000,000, at an interest of 7 per
cent. The loan made by the Provincial
Government was only a temporary one,
ia order to meet a necessary expendi-
ture, and the taxation imposed on thO
people was less than that which the
Minister of Finance said he would be
willing to impose in this Parliament if
ho had the power. Now, if the reasons
adduced were those for which he had
dismissed his Ministers, what would be
the position of this Government if the
same course was pursued towards them?
One of the reasons adduced by the
Lieutenant-Governor for disimissing bis
Ministers was the passing or putting
into execuLion of the Civil Service Act
passed by the Province of Quebee.
That Act had received the approval of
the Crown and the country; and why
should the Lieutenant-Governor com-
plain that the people had given, of their
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own accord, too much money to remun-
erate their own servants? What would
hon. gentleman opposite iMnk if, be-
cause they, in 1875, had attetnpted to
increase the salaries of all the Civil Ser-
vice employés in the D0miniòn by lO00
to $200 each, the Governor-Generml had
stepped in and said, ' Youdo totdeserve
iny confidence." What would the hon.
the Minister of Public Wdrks have
said ? Would he not have answered, that
the people had the sole right of grant-
ing money, and that it would be a most
absurd position in a constitutional
country to see the Crown complaining
that the people wished to be too liber-
al. Mpny of the charges-nade by the
Lieutenant Governor as set forth in his
documents were most puorile. The
Montreal Herald even was obliged
to admit that many of these accusations
were not so strong as others, which was
for that purpose going a great way
towards saying that they were worth-
less entirely. Mr. Letellier votld find
it difficult to make people 'believe that
Mr. De Boucherville had been so re-
creant to his duty towards the Orown
as to have made use of his power,
or convened Parliament for the des-
patch of business without *onsult-
ng the Crown, and against the will

of Mr. Letellier. Mr. DeBoucher-
ville, the Lieut.-Governor, had called
Parliament witho ut bis consent,
or that a proclamation, summon-
ing the Legislature, was published
without bis bcing consulted or in-
fornd cf it. Under existing circum-
stanes, however, there were good
grounds for looking on the memoran-
dum, sent by the Lieut.-Governor, with
distrust. The proclamation referred
to was probably the usual formal one,
which was regularly published from
time to time, and if Mr. Letellier
wished to act fairly towards the Gov-
ernor-General, to whom he complained,
and the people of this country, ho
should have told the truth, and noth-
ing but the truth. Mr. Letellier com-
plained that another proclamation was
also published, under similar circum-
stances without his assent. Now, the
fact furned out to be this : that Mr.
Letellier knew everything about the
affair, and that Mr. DeBoucherville
knew nothing. The more important
accusation against Mr. DeBoucherville

MI. MÂssoN.

was evidently made for the purpose of
ruining him in the estimation of the
country. Mr. Letellier tried to make
the people believe that Mr. DeBOU.
cherville had not a majority in the
Legislature of Quebec, but was con-
trolled by "rings "-by mon whose only
object was gain. The whole country
knew that that was not correct; the
whole cduntry knew that the polieyf
the DeBoucherville was a broad gen-
eral one, as far as railways were con-
cerned, for the benefit of the whole
Province of Quebec. That policy was
inaugurated with the view otgivingas
much as possible to residents in ail
sections of the country, railway com-
munication. No doubt, members were
desirous to obtain railway communica-
tion to their particular localities; but
when it was proposed to give up the
contract for the North Shore Railway,
Mr. DeBoucherville stepped in and
said: " This enterprise must not be
allowed to drop; we mnst have this
railway for the north of the St. Law-
rence; it will, in future, be a link
between the Pacific and the Intercolo-
nial railways, and be a boon, not
specially to the Province of Quebec,
but to the whole Dominion." Mr.
DeBoucherville saw this, and
the Government being about to
enter into that railway policy was n1ot
able to do it, and, at the same time,
carry out, with equal vigour, what
was legitimately asked for by the re-

presentatives of every part of the
Province. There might have been
pressure put upon Mr. De Boucherville
to adopt this policy, but it was a legit-
imate pressure. But there was One
particular fact which must not be for-
gotten: those representatives who
brought the pressure were friends of
hon. gentlemen opposite, and nOt
content with the character of the
policy of Mr. DeBoucherville they
moved resolutions that the policy
should be extended to other railways
on the south shore, in which they were
interested. And, yet, hon. gentle-
men told them it was ruinous to exnd
more money on the south shore rail-
ways, and that the country WBS
involved in distress owing to the scherne
for the North Shore Railway. The
great difflculty Mr. De Boucherviîle
experienced was in resisting the pres-
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sure of the hon. Premier's friends. But
Mr. DeBoucherville refused to yield
to that proposition, and eompromised
the existence of his Govbrnment
rather than do so. t was said in

Quebec that the whôle poliy of the
North Shore would be&0mprtmnised if
the Government allotved a polidy of
such magnitude to interfere with it;
but the hon. gentlemnLi' friends said
that they would ruin Mr. De Boucher-
ville and his Government if he did not
yield, although the representatives of
the South Shore district were opposed
to it, because they understood that
everything could not be done in one
day. After this, the friends of
the hon. Premier declared to Mr.
Letellier that Mr. DeBoucherville
was controlled by "rings," the very
fact that lie resisted power, to the con-
trary; and the hon. gentleman could
ncot show that those rings, if they ox-
isted, ever received assent from Mr.
DeBoucherville; yet, this was the
way ho was treated by the Lieutenant-
(overnor and the Liberals of Lower
Canada. When Mr. Letellier brought
before the Lgislature all the grievan-
ces, and asked Mr. DeBoucherville to
answer them, he had no right to bring
forward another set of accusations
which Mr. DeBoucherville would
have no opportunity of answering.
He (Mr. Masson) asked whether this
Government, having taken a certain
re.sponsibility, were not to blame in
not advising the G-overnor-Gereral to
call upon Mr. DeBoucherville to
answer the accusations against him.
He held that it was the duty of the
Government to do this in time for Mr.
DeBoucherville to make his reply.

Ma. DEVLIN: Better late than
never.

R". MASSON said the hon. mem-
ber said " better late than never ;"
that iinplied they were to blame. In
what position was Mr. Letellier to-day
with the poople of the Province of Que-
bec ? lie would not discuss the over-
Whelming majority there must be on the
daiect the late Government,but let themn
"flppose parties were evenly divided,
what Position was the Lieutenant-
Governor in to-day ? He had, by his
aCt on, prejudiced against himself one
haf 11 the People of the Province of

Quebec, the present Government and
even His Excellency the Governor-
General. He had proved himself un-
worthy the support or countenance of
all parties. There was no man so wi
received upon his appointment as Mr.
LiBtellibr, notwithstanding everyovne
knew that lie was a bitter partisan,
and had been called an intriguer, be-
cause they believed he would act im-
partially. What was the position of
alairs to-day? Let them look at
affairs here in 1843, when Lord Met-
calfe went against a large majority of
the people of this country, when he
fbreed Mr. Lafontaino to resign. He
was supported, it was true, by a small
majority of the people; that was to say,
he obtained what the hon. gentlemen
on the other side did not expect to ob-
tain-the verdict of the people at the
polis in favtur of his action. But
what was the uþinion given by Lord
Grey in 1844, when he examined the
position of Lord Metcalfe ? He
said :-

" The effect of this action was to
place him in direct hostility to one of the
great parties into which the colony Was
divided, thogh the difficulty of carrying on
the Government was thus obviated for the
moment, as the party into whose hands he
threw himself possessed a small najority in
the Assembly. This advantage was dearly
purchased by the circumstance that the
Parliamentary Opposition was no longer
directed against the advisers of the Governor,
but against the Governor hinself and the
British Government, of which lie was the
organ."

Mr. Lotellier had thrown himself at the
mercy of the frienda of the hon. the
First Minister, and was at their
mercy. His position was not one to
be envied; it was not a sound one by
any means; though the statements
against him might be disproved, lie
was not in the position they should
wish to see the representativo of the
Crown in Quebec occupy. In what
position would he be if his friends
were defeated at the poll ? He (Mfr.
Masson) knew it was absolutely
indispensable for the working of a
Government that there should be a
reciprocal understanding and confi-
dence between the Governor and the
Administration, and how could it be
obtained in this case? Could he expect
men to serve him with that cordiality
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which should exist between the ad-
visers and the advised ? Was it to be
-expected that any man would say, Mr.
Letellier would hold the balance fairly
between the two parties ? He dared
say they would hear a protest from the
whole of the Provinces, as they had
heard one from this House to-night;
and, without a single word of mitiga-
tion, Mr. Letellier would be universally
blamed for his views, blamed even by
the hon. gentlemen opposite, who had
only taken a side issue in order to
.avoid a verdict for party purposes.

MR. LAURIER said the hon. gen-
ileman who had just addressed the
flouse, had endeavoared to influence the
question by casting upon the Liberal
party of the Province of Quebec, what
could be termed by no other name than
foul siander. He commenced his
remarks by quoting M. Thiers in favour
of constitutional monarchy, in order to
show that in the ranks of the Liberal
party in Quebec, there were men op-
posed to Coustitutional Government.

uch an accusation coming from the
member of Terrebonne surprised him
very much. It surprised him that a
man, whom he believed to be the fairest
Conservative in Quebec, should have
made use of such language. Yet it
was not -urprising, for it was only a
-continuation of the tactics which had
been used, again and again, in the Pro-
vince of' Quebec for the last twenty-
five years, and the day had not yet
<dawned in that Province when it had
been their good fortune to discuss any
public question upon its merits. When
they were discussing any question, his
party were always met with the taunt
that they were Communists, or some-
thing of that kind. He defied the hon.
gentleman, or any of his followers, to
quote any utterance by-any member
of the Liberal party of Quebec, that
could justify such an accusation. They
were Liberal in the sense in which
liberalism was regarded in England.
It had always been the taetics of the
hon. gentleman to throw that accusa-
tion against them ; it sounded well to
the people; it had been repeated again
and again, and would be all through the
.elections. Upon this question, he
would not charge the hon. member for
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) with a

Ma. MAISSON.

deliberate falsehood, but he would
make a counter-charge. While the
hon. gentleman charged them with,
being Communists, he (Mr. Laurier)
charged the party which the hon. gen.
tleman led with being hostile to the
principles of Responsible Governnent;
and ho made this charge advisedly.
The doctrines could be judged by the
toue of its Press. HRe could cite fron
articles of their most authorized organs
in which the principles of Respon.
sible Government were condernned.
It was well known that the French
Charter of 1830 was a close copy of
the English Constitution. And yet,
what was the opinion which a
Conservative paper put upon that
Constitution in France:-

" Urder the Charter of 1830, the Crowii
was in a most humiliatingr position, &nd
Louis Philippe was reduced'to extract from
the majority, by means of corruption, the
principle of authority which had been taken
from the Crown."

This was the estimation in which
bon. gentlemen opposite held the
British Constitution, of which the
French Constitution of 1830 was a
copy. But it might be said that this
was simply an opinion as to its apph-
cability to the French people. He
knew this defence was made. If that
were the argument, he would simply
answer that in these quotations the
bon. gentlemen opposite showed what
were their ideas of Responsible Gov-
ernment. But ho could give them,
also, what were the opinions at this
very moment of those who stood here
as the champions of Responsible Goy-
ernment. Hie would cite from an
article published in one of their leading
organs, Le Courrier du Canada, on the
13th March last:-

'- The electoral contest is now engaged in
everywhere, and we know that, under the
circumstances, it may be extremelv Violent,
These elections will lie followed by the Fede
rai elections, these will be followed by school
elections, and these by municipal electiO10S
in fact we have elections everywhere. We
may, therefore, consider that for a long tint
election agitation will be permatent. Te
friends of tran quilitv are, for good reasonât
frightened at the s'ystem of the age.
must drink the cup to the dregt. EverY*4
indicates that elections will continue to
corne more and more frequent ;
is fond of election. These electious Will n
crease agitation. When we speak ofl
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isM, we speak of Liberalism in Canada a,3
well as elsewhere, because here as elsewhere
it has recorded ou its programme universal
suffrage. This is what the Liberals call the
indication of the rights of the people. For

this rerogative, the poor working man is
bound to give away many hours from bis
labour."

fHere was an organ of the Conservative
opinion in Lower Canada stating that
h is system of Responsible Govern-

went was an invention of the devil.
On the floor of Parliament the Con-
servative party stood as the champions
of free Responsible Government- in
the Press they openly denounce
this same system. H1ow was it
that such a contradiction existed?
There was in that article one paragraph
which gave the key to the whole mys-
tery. It was a part of the system
which had been always carried out
against the Liberal party in Lower
Canada. On the floor of this louse,
they palmed themselves off as cham-
pions of free, Responsible Govtrnment,
and, in the Press, they denounced the
same system with the object of merely
making political capital against the
Liberal party. He was right in charg-
ing the party with being decidedly
hostile to the form of Responsible G-ov-
ernent under which they lived. Of
cou-se, they would not say so openly
on the floor of this louse ; he did not
expect any of those gentlemen to repu-
diate the language made use of in their
Press ; but, if they were as devoted as
they pretended to be to the principles
Of -Responsible Govern ment, was it not
their bounden duty to repudiate such
language ? They had never repudi-
ated it.

MR. BABY: Did you repudiate
DeCelles' doctrine about annexation?

MR. LAURIER said, if he were to,
naine ail the gentlemen who, at one
time, held annexationist views, he
would ind many among the hon. gen-
tlemen opposite.

S erai HoN. MEMBERS: No.

Ma. LAURIER said he could cite
many, but this was an old and dead

•ue, There was another organ of
Public Opinion, the Journal de Trois
feres, upn which ho could not, un-

rtunately, lay his hands just then, as

it was not received in the Library, in
which, hon. gentlemen would reimem-
ber, a series of articles appeared, some-
four or five years ago, i n support of
the doctrine that the minority was not
bound by the decree of the majority.
Jnder the Constitution in which

we live, the decrees of the
majority, when expressed in the pro-
per channols and in the proper form,
must be respected by t e minority.
Me did not mean to say the majority
would not fall into error, but .the
remedies for errors were provided by
the Constitution. Then it became the
duty of the minority to agitate and
have thi, error corrected, and he-
believed they could do it; and that
justice would always in the end prevail.
lie held that this was true and sound
doctrine; but ii one of the papers of
the hon. gentlemen opposite, a series
of articles was published to establish
the proposition that if a by-law was
passed by the majority it would not be
binding on the minority. The circun-
stances which gave rise to the articles
was this: a by law had been passed by
a county, according to the terms of
the law, granting a bonus to the North
Shore Railway, upon a vote of the
majority. These articles claimed that
the by-law was not binding u on the
minority who voted against it, but only
on the majority who voted for it. Such
language as that was used under a free
Responsible Government by those who
now taunted the Liberal party with
being Communists. Strange to say, the
late Quebec Government passed a law
which had not been sanctioned,in wbich
on frivolous pretexts, they compelied
every one to pay the bonuses, whether
the conditions were complied with or
not. These gentlemen were here as
the champions of Responsible Govern-
ment upon the floor of Parliament, and,
at the same time, in the country, they
were attacking it with their own
Press and with all the other
weapons at their hands. In the-
Country, they denounced the present
systen of Responsible Government; on
the floor of Parliament they defended
it. Just hearken to their language
to-day. They the champions of civil
rights; they the aposties of the doc-
trine that all royal power is su rior to.
the people; they this time reaced the
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representative of the Crown in the Pro-
vince of Quebec to a mere automaton,
which had nothing to do but what he
was told by his Ministers. His (Mr.
Laurier's) party were Liberal; they
contended that the majority must gov-
erD, uiiid that the power of the people
must prevail, and that the Crown had
its riglhts and the people had its rights.
The best regulated State was the State
in which the rights of the Crown and
the rights of the people were clearly
defined and greatly respected. This
was not the doctrine of hon. gentlemen
opposite. In connection with this, Le
elaimed that it was not their duty or
their province to criticize the conductof
Mr. Letellier. '[he proper judges were
the people of the Province of Quebece.
He would not follow the bon.gentleman
in the controversy respecting the ac-
tion of Mr. Letellier; but would leave
it to the judgment of the people. But
he would say this: that it would be
the most dangerous principle and the
most serious blow that coud be effected
against our institutions if the pro-
posed motion were carried. The carry-
ing out of this proposition would be a
-direct invasion of the federal sys-
tem under which we lived. It was a
well known fact that, had the Pro-
vince of Que bec not represented a
minority of a different creed, race and
language, the union would not have
been a federal one. It was fed-
erative to give to the Province of Que-
bec its autonomy. He was especially
jealous to keep up the principles of the
?ederal system under which we
lived. He submitted that the Domin-
ion Government had no power to inter-
fere with a matter which affected the

provincial constitution of Quebec alone.
t would be a most dangerous prin-

ciple for this Parliament to interfere.
He agreed with the hon. leader of the
Opposition when Le said that the Pro-
vinces were free and responsible Gov-
ernments. If that proposition was a
correct one, even though a great
wrong had been committed against the
people of Quebec, was it not a fact that
they had the remedy in their own
hands if they did not approve of the
cop4uct of the late Government? It
would, indeed, be better that a wrong
committed in the Province ofuebço
shoul4 reaain than that tbe sygtet of«-

MR. LAURna.

Federal Government should be jeopar-
dized. He did not mean to lay down
the proposition that no matter what
chages might take place in the Gov-
ernmnpîît of Quebec, Parliament
should not interfere; Le frankly ad.
mitted that a wrong might perchance
be committed in the Province of Que.
bec which would justify this Parliament
to step in. It would certainly be the
duty of the Dominion Goverument to
interfere in order to redress a wrong
which the people could not themselves
remedy. But if this power was exer-
cised on slight gr ounds, what weuld be.
come of our fpderal machinery which
they had been at such a pain to estab-
lish ? He submitted that the resolu-
tion placed in the hands of Mr. Speaker
would, if carried, be an invasion of the
rights of the people of Quebec. But
hon. gentlemen opposite said that the
rights of the people of Quebec
had been trifled with and in-
vaded by the action of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor. Well, as lie had
already pointed out, the people of
Quebec could remedy the evil them-
selves by overthrowing the present
legal advisers of the Crown. It was
not for this Parliament to saywhether
the Lieutenant-Governor had acted
judiciously or injudiniiously, wisely or
unwisely, that was a question which
would be decided afterwards.

MR. BROOKS said it was with diffi-
dence Le rose to join in the discussion
of the important question now under
the consideration of the House. That
question was of more paramount im-
portance than any of those va hich had
been before the House during the
present Session. It was a question of
such importance in relation to the
privileges of Parliament and the liber-
ties of the people, that it should not be
treated with reference to any particu-
lar party, but in a judicial spirit,
simply and solely upon its merits. Ie
would not have spoken upon this
sub ect Lad he not, as one of the repre-
sentatives of the English-speaking
minority in the Province of Quebc,
fit at due to his constituents as wellas
himaself to do so. The transaction nOW
under digoussign was one which be
loziged peculiarly to his own Provifcel
but il affected the whole fedraive
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principle in this Dominion. When it
was considered that the majority of the
people in that Province spoke a differ-
ent language and professed a differelit
creed fron the majority of the people
belonging to other parts of the Domin-
ion, and also that the minority there
differed in language and religion from
the great majority of the people of that
Province, it was of the highest possi ble
importance that the privileges of Par-
liament and the liberties of the people
should be preserved and guarded by
every constitutional means. Let it be
rememubered, too, that while the action
of the Lieutenant-Governor might to-
day affect a certain section of the com-
munity only, to-morrow the tables
might be turned, and another section
equally adversely affected. He would,
while referring to his own Province,
take this occasion to state what he be-
lieved would be conceded by all par-
ties: that if those of French Canadian
origin and those professing the Roman
Catholic religion throughout the Do-
minion, should receive, as he believed
they alwuys would receive, the same
consideration, the same fair treatment
wbich the minority, the English-
speaking people and Protestants of
Quebec, had always received from the
French Canadian brethren of whatever
political party, they would have no
reason to complain, and hiarmony and
good feeling wonld, as it should, ever
prevail thronghout the Dominion.
As he had said, the question should
be discussed upon its mer.its, but he
found the hon.-the Minister of Public
Works declining to do so, and saying
that the resolution which was brought
before the House was an indecent one.
He did not propose to answer the Min-
ister of Inland Revenue, who was the
last speaker, because he was not com-
petent, nor was it the proper occasion,
to go into the great national question
of Liberalism and Conservatism asdiscussed by him. lHe (Mr. Laurier)had declared that the Conservatives
f Lower Canada were neyer

WilUng to discuss fairly any ques*onon ils nerits. In this case the 4ies
"ere turned, and the hon. gentleman
ad shown his skill by avoiding any re-

terence to the question under discus-
sion, ie nmight remark that the
ue8tion had been dcalt with in a one-

sided way by hon. gentlemen opposite,
instead of being discussed on its broad
principles. It was certairnly the first
time he had ever laird the assertion
made, that it was incompetent for an
authority which cunferred certain
powers to discuss any matter which
affected their powers. On looking to
the brochure, published by Mr. JTodd, at
page 30 he found the following
declaration:-

" Under the British North America Act
(section 59,) a Lieut -Governor of a Province
holds office during pleasure, but he is not re-
movable within tive years from his appoint-
ment, "except for cause assigned, which shall
be communioated to him in writing within one
month after the order for his removal is made,"
which cause is also to be communicated by
message to both Houses of the Dominion Par-
liament. This enactment establishes a direct
responsibility to the Canadian Parliament, not
only for the selection of the fit and proper per-
sons to fil their important posts, but also for
any needful exercise of Executive authority
in removing a Lieutenant-Governor from office
before the expiration of his term of service.
Accordingly, either House of the Dominion must
be regarded as constitutionally competent to
express an opinion, or to tender advice to the
Governor-General,. upon any matter arising
out of the appointment of a Lieutenant-
Governor, or bis fulfilment of the duties en-
trusted to him, just as the Imperial House of
Lords and Commons are competent to deliber-
ate and advise' the Crown upon any question
affecting the welfare of British subjects in any
part ofthe realm, but with this proviso, that
inasmuch as an exclusive jurisdiction, in cer-
tain specified matters, is conferred upon the
Provincial Leg;slatures, by the Imperial Act
under whicb both the Dominion and the 1 ro-
vincial Constitution are regulated, it is alike
incumbent upon the Dominion Parliament,
upon the Governor-General as an imperial
Officer, representing the Crown in the Do-
minion, to respect and uphold the federal rights
secured to the several Provinces, by that
Statute, and to refrain frcm any encroachients
thereupon, or interference therewith."

fHe took it that the only exception
to this rule would be for the Dominion
Government to interfere with the
rights of local legislatures to deal with
matters which, under the British North
America Act, were extended to them.

MR. MACKENZIE: If the hon.
member will allow me, I will put him
right. He says I denounced it as im-
proper and indecont to discuss this
subject. I did not dp that. i say that
to move a vote. of censure when a con-
stitutional mode of dealing with it was
in progreas wAs an indecent proposi-
tion. I state4 precisely in so many
words, that 1 recognised the full right
of this Parliament to discuss it.
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Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD: But
that it was indecent to do so.

MR. MACKENZIE: No; that is a
different thing.

MR. BROOKS said be certainly did
not wish to misrepresent what the hon.
gentleman sa d. He took a note of it
at the time and the worde used were
"indecent proposition."

MR. MACKENZIE: Yes, but not
applied to the discussion.

MR. BROOKS said that if it was al-
lowable at any time to discuss the
Lieut.-Governor, an officer appointed
by the Governor-in-Council, he could
hardly see how any proposition which
affected that appointment could be
styled an " indecent proposition." In
the consideration of this question, he
might, perhaps, take up some i ime,
but to his mind the question was one
of such importance that, perhaps, a
little time might be well spent in that
consideration. He thought it would be
well, in the first place, if they were to
go back and review as briefly as pos-
sible the history of Responsible Gov-
ernment, the time when it was adopted,
and the manner in which it had been
carried out. It was a matter of history
that, under the Constitution of the two
Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada,
we wer) represented in 1792 by a
Legislative Council, the members of
which were nominated by the Crown.
Almost from the very outset of the
working of that Constitution, difficulties
of a very serious nature arose between
the representatives of popular franchise
and the Crown, and from the year 1791
up to the year 1841 there were con-
stant discussions, constant broils, con-
stant difficulties, arising between the
several branches of the Legislature,
which, during many years, rendered it
almost impossible to carry on the
business of the Government. Parti-
cularly did this occur prior to the pas-
sage of the celebrated Ninety-two
Resolutions in 1834. It would be per-
fectly remembered that in the Province
of Lower Canada for years the supplies
were refused by a popular branch of
the Legislature, because the Legislative
Council, whose members were nomin-
ated by the Crown, and consisted, in
many instances, of the actual servants

Ma. MACKENziz.

and employés of the Crown, refused
to pass measures which were conceived
in the interests of the Province itself.
In 1834 the celebrated Ninety-two Re-
solutions were signed, and in 1836 an
address was moved by the Legislative
Assembly of what was now the Pro-
vince of Quebec, and their platform (as
it was now callod) contained the fol-
lowing: Elective Legislative Council,
Executive responsible to Parliament,
and the control of the revenue of the
country to be placed in the hands of
the Lower House, inasmuch as a
large proportion, notably the Crowi
lands, had been before that time under
the control of the Government. They
all knew to what extreme matters
went subsequent to that time, how
tbere was a rebellion in the Province
of Lower Canada, and also one in On-
tario, from very much the same cause,
and that it was with the greatest dif-
ficulty, after even the shedding of
their blood, that the people in Lower
Canada obtained what they had been
struggling for during many years. In
Upper Canada, in 1837, they found the
Admini:stration of the day resigning
simply because they could not
obtain Responsible Government, and
the result of the whole matter
w as an investigation by a Royal
commission. Then they found that in
1841 the Union Act was granted, and
gave what they had been so long con-
tending for. Perhaps it might not be
amiss to refer to the resolution in re-
gard to it, as showing what was the
disposition and desire of Parliament at
that time, and of those who were the
leaders of the Liberal party of that
day, as indeed also the desire of nearly
every member of the Assembly. On
the 3rd September, 1841,.it was moved
by Mr. Baldwin and seconded by Mr.
Viger :-

" That in order to preserve that barmOny
between the different branches of the Pro-
vincial Government which is essential to the
happy conduct of public affaire, the prince
pal of such subordinate officers,. advisers Il
the representaLives of the Sovereign and cou-
stituting as such the Provincial Administra-
tion under hirm, as the head of the PrOvil
cial Governient, ought always to be men
posmseed of the public confidence, whose
opinion and policy harmonizing with those
of the representatives of the people would af-
ford a guarantee that the wel understod
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wishes and interests of the people, which
our rious Sovereign has declared, shall
be t e rule of the Provincial Government,
will at ail times be faithfully represented to
the head of the Government and through
him to the Sovereign and Imperial Parlia-
ment?

This was amended by a motion pro-

posed by Mr. Secretary Harrison,
scoonded by Mr. DeSalaberry, whieh
obtained the support of the whole
Ammbly, with the exception of some
--vven mermbers, and was as follows:-

" That in order to preserve between the
different branches of the Provincial Parlia-
ment that harmoiy which is essential to the
peace, welfare and good governrment of the
Province, the chief aivisers of the represen
tative of the Rovereicn, constituting the
Provincial Administration under him, ought
to be men possessed of the confidence of the
representatives of the people, thus affording
a guarantee that the well-understood wishes
and interests ot the. people which our gra-
cions Sovereign has deciared shall be the
rule of the Provincial Governmett, will, on
all occasions, be laithfully represented and
advocated."

That was passed by a vote of fifty-six
to seven, the fifty-six including Messrs.
Baldwin, Draper, Day, Harrison, Mor-
ris, Simpson, Viger, and other well-
known names in the history of the
country. ln reference to the same
subject, ho would take the liberty of
reading a short extract from a letter
written by Lord John Russell to Lieu-
tenant-Governor Thomson, on the 4th
October, 1839. Lord John Russell
sýaid:

" The Constitution of England, after long
ftruggz1es and alternate success, has settled
into a Ibrm of governlment in which the pre-
rogative of the Crown is undisputed, but is
nlever exercised without advice. Hence the
exercise only is questioned, and, however
the u1-e of the authority nay be condemned,
the authority itself renains untouched. This
is the practical solution of a great problem,
tie result of a contest which, froi 1640 to
1690, shook the inonarchy and disturbed the
peace of the country."

In conclusion, he said:

"Every political constitution in which differ-
ent budies share the supreme power, is only
enabled to exist by the forbearance of those
aong whom this power is distihated. In

this respect the example of England may beWe imitated. The Bovereign usiu4 the pre-
rogative of the Crown to the utmost extenit,
"ad the Houge of Commons exerting its power

'On the purse, to carry al its resolutions into
121
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immediate effect, would produce confusion in
the country in less than a twelvemonth. So
in the Governor thwarting every legitimate
proposition of the Assembly, and the Assem-
bly con tinually recurring to its power of refus-
ing supplies, eau but disturb all political rela-
tions, embarrass trade, and retard the pros-
perity of the people. Each must exercise a
wise moderation. The Crown must only op-
pose the wishes of the Assembly where the
honour of the Orown or the interests of the
Empire are deeply concerned ; and the Assem-
bly must he ready to modify some of its mea-
sures for the sake of harmony, and from a
reverent attachment to the authority of Great
Britain."

That, in 1839, was the declaration of
Lord John Russell, and ho (Mr.
Brooks) might be pardoned if' he re-
ferred to an authentie declaration by
May, upon this very subject, as to the
time when Constitutional Government
was founded in this country, and the
effects of it. In speaking of this mat-
ter, with regard to Canada, May
says-

" After the reunion of the Canadian Pio-
vinces a remedy was sought for disagreements
between the Executive and the Legislature on
the principle of Ministerial responsibility,
which had long been accepted as the basis of
constitutional Goverument in England. At
first Ministers at home were apprehensive lest
the application of that principle to a depen-
dency should lead to a rirtual renunciation of
control by the Mather Country. Nor bad Ca-
nada yet sufficiently recovered from the pas-
sions of the recent rebellion to favour the ex-
periment. But arrangements were immediately
made for altering the tenure ot the principal
colonial offices ; and in 1847 Responsible Gov-
ernment was fully established under Lord
Elgin. From that time the Governor General
selected his advisers from that party which was
able to command a majority in the Legislative
Assembly; and accepted the policy recon-
mended by them. The same principle was
adopted about the same time in Nova Scotia,
and has since been the rule of administration
in other free colonies. By the adoption of this
principle a rolonial constitution has become
the very image and reflection of parliamentary
goverament in England. The Governor, like
the Sovereign whom he represents, holda him-
self aloof from and superior to parties, and
governs through constitutional advisers who
have acquired an ascendency in the Lesisla-
ture. Lie leaves contending parties to fight
with their own battles, and by admitting the
stronger party to his CouncilS brings the Ese-
cutive authority into harmony with popular
sentiments.

" As the recognition of this doetrine, in
England, bas practically transferred the
supreme authority of the State from the Crown
to Parliament and the people, so in the colo-
nies has it wrested from the Givornor and
from the parent dtate direction of colonial
affàirs.

" And again, as the Crown bas gained in
esse and popularity w bat it has lost in p9wer,
so ha. the Mother Country in accepting, to the
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full, the principles of local self-government,
established the closest relations of amity and
confidence between herself and her colonies.,

Although passed in 1841, responsible
Government did not in reality, im-
mediately come into force in the
united provinces. Sir Charles Bagot
was sent out as Governor in 1842, and
recognized the principle; but Sir
Charles Metcalfe, the subsequent Gov-
ernor, failed to recognize it; and it was
not until Lord Elgin was sent out that
it was fully recognized and acted upon.
Then Messrs. Lafontaine and Baldwin
came back to office, and they found in
the administration of the first Gover-
nor, who really helped Responsible
Government, the names of Messrs.
Lafontaine, Caron, Viger, Tachè,
Baldwin, Hincks, Cameron and Blake.
Then was finally granted to Canada
the right to manage her own affairs,
the Imperial Government only re-
serving her prerogative with regard
to her own interests. laving shown
the time when Responsible Govern-
ment was introduced, he might be
pardoned if ho enquired as to the
principles of Responsible Government,
and the violation of them, although
the able address by the mover of the
resolution before the House had al-
most rendered it unnecessary. He
might say that the promises laid down
here had nover been contradicted; but
in an investigation of this question it
was well to consider this point. l
the English Parliament in 1870, a
resolution was passed which declared
that the power of the Crown had in-
creased, was thon increasing, and
should be diminished, and from that
time to this the tendency had con-
stantly been in this direction. He
might fairly make a distinction and
âay that the principles of Responsible
Government were not the sarne as
they were at the time the Union Act
was passed. It had been properly
stated this evening that there had been
a change, gradual and slow in its
growth, and now im all important
questions of Legislation the popular
branch had the initiation of measures
and, in roality, the power which
truthfully belongs to the King, the
Lords and Commons, still having the
right by vote or disallowance by vote
to the other branches ofthe Legislature.

MR. BaooK8.
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The only three cases which had been
referred to as precedents for the action
of the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebe
were the action of George III., in 178/
after the defeat of the India Bill in the
flouse of Lords, the dismissal or resig.
nation of the Grenville Administration
in 1807, and, between those dates, in
1801, tho resignation of Pitt, and the
dismissal of Lord Melbourne's Admin-
istration by William IV., in 1834. The
question was whether we were to be
guided by the principles which pre-
vailed one hundred years ago with re.
gard to matters of this kind. Would
they in England be willing, or would
we in Canada be willing, to submit to
some of the rules which then prevailed?
It had been very properly stated that
the three examples had all been con-
demned as violations of the Constitu-
tion. The last case referred to was
that of the dismissal of Lord Melbour.e.
He would cite in regard to that, as the
declaration of an eminent authority,
the opinion of a writer upon English
history, which, he thought, could hard-
ly be questioned. In the first volume
of Molesworth's History of England,
page 453, with reference to the last of
tbese precedents which had been cited
as being a constitutional one, at any
rate, for the dismissal of a Government
by the Crown, it was stated:-

" Such was the outcome of the attempt to
force a Conservative Mnistry on the country.
The results were tue needless turmoil and ex-
pense of a hot]y-contested election. A great

iexpen diture of money, a great losa of time,
wasted in party strife, which sbould have been
devoted to the publie business; a diminution
of the Liberal majority, and a pr.portionate
increase of the Conservative opposition; a
consequent weakening of the Melbourne Ad-
mninistration, compelling it to seek strungth
and stability in a closer alliance with O'Oon-
nell and hie followers. And now the question
arises: Who was really responsible for these
mischievous results? On the principle that
the King can do no wrong, the blame of this
rust be thrown, ist. On the Duke of Welliin-
ton, who consented to fill Lord Melbourne o
place provisionally; and, next, on Sir Robert
Peel, who accepted it definitely, and accepted
it with the responsibility of Lord Melbourne's
dismissal, as he honourably and frankly
acknowledged. But history muet not be ar-
rested in its decisions by constitutional fac-
tions. It judges Sorereigns as well as their
tie*"tere. And in this instance it must col-

demn William IV., as haring made an
unwarrantable use of his prerogative in order
to transfer the Government of the country to
the party he preferred. Rad Lor Mebol Ue
etated hie inabilit to carry on th buiesOf
the country, the king might have accepted

1Q22 The
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his resignation. But Lord M. did nothine of
the knd. He had a large majority in the
House and country, and was prepared to go on
when so unexpectedly dismissed for reasons
which soon proved to be utterly groundless.
This act was consummated before any adviser,
that the King might have recourse to in
accordance with the form of the constitution,
could have been consulted. It was an act
done by the King on bis own judgment, or on
the advice of persons to whom he should not
bave listened in such a matter."

This was the last instance in English
history in which the course pursued
by the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec
bad been followed. With respect to this
last case, referenee had been made to
Loid Brougham; and he would quote
bis declaration of the principles in-
volved with regard to that, a declara-
tion which, he presumed, would not
be contradicted. In 1835, immediately
after .this, in a speech delivered by
him upon that occasion, he said, in re-
gard to choice of officers:

i By whom is it vested ? In the King. But
it is a power exercised for the good of the peo-
ple; it is not to be dealt with capriciously, it
is not to he used as an amusement, it is not to
be played with, not to be employed as a man
would the power to discharge his servant with-
out notice, to gratify his own whims. A man
might exercise this power of arbitrary dismissal
if he pleased, and he woulî be the worse
served, lie would be the loser, but he alone
would be the injured party. But the
King holds the power in question, not for bis
Own gratification, not at aIl for his own pur-
poses. It is not he that is to be benefitted or
injured by the exercise of it ; he is a trustee •

he is himself a public servant; he is appointed
and empowered for the benefit of his people.
The trust which he exercises is wholly for their
sake. No Sovereign of this country has a
right by the Constitution. The Sovereign, I
say, has no right by the Constitution it is
illegal, it is prohibited to the Crown, it is a
wrong, an unlawful, a criminal Act, to exercise
that high function of dismissing his Ministers
and8choosing others unlesa on grounds capable
of being stated and defended. I will now
defy my opponents to give, unless in the
times of the Tudors or of the Stuarts, a single
natance where there has been any great
Miisterial change, otherwise than on assigna-ble cOistitutional aud public grounds. If
tbey were torn among themselves by endless
dasensions, if they differed from the Sover-

n, if they defended the country at large,
diher leasures were evidently runus, if

OnOur abroad and disaster at homemarked the whole tenor of their Govera-
Ient, any of these might be constitutional

ounds for their dismissal, and, above ail if
re happened to be a general feeling of d'-coe, and disapprobation throughout the

foutltry, that would be a sufficient ground
for sucl a procedure."
They had a right to discuss in thisou -e the grounds upon which the

12i

action of Mr. Letellier, in disiissing
Mr. De Boucherville as Prime
Minister, was capable of being stated
and defended. They had aise received
intimation that his conduct would be
discussed; otherwise, for what pur-
p ose were the returns sent down ? The
Government of the day had sent down
all the information which it was possi-
ble to obtain, both from the Lieutenant-
Governor and his late Prime Minister,
and it was competent for this louse to
discuss this question, having ail the
data that could be obtained before it.
Upon this question, Todd in his book
on Parliamentary Government stated:

" Once a Ministry is formed, it becomes the
duty of a Constitutional Monarch to give it his
implicit confidence and support, co-operating
heartily and sincerely with the members of his
Cabinet, so long as he may consider that the
best interests of the Empire are served by their
continuance in office. Should he bave reason
to believe that those interests would be
promoted by a change in his advisers, he is at
liberty to insist that they shall give way to
others in whom he can impose more perfect
trust : but le must always take care to assure
himself beforehand that the proposed altera-
tion in the Ministry is one that will satisfy the
nation and will meet and secure the approba-
tion ofParliament."

In this extract a principle was laid
down with regard to the action of the
IVeutenant-Governor which, cer-
tainly, did not fall within the facts as
they had been laid before the House.
Now, there was a celebrated instance
where no action was taken by a respon-
sible Governor in Canada, Lord Elgin,
at the time of the passage of the Re-
bellion Losses Bi 11. Although he dis-
approved of that Bill, although it was
one which had excited throughout
the length and breadth of our land the
greatest possible indignation amongst
alarge portion of our people, although
public meetings had been held, and
resolutions, almost innumerable, had
been sent to him against the Bill, the
Government of the day having a
majority, he assented to it, although it
was directly contrary to the policy
which he would have advocated. Hie
would also refer, although it might
not be considered the highest authority,
to what was said by Lord Melbourne
himself, at the time of bis distniesai.
Referring to the precedents which had
been cited, he said:

" I know the dissolution of 1784,1807 aid
1831, may be quoted as precedents. These
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were bold, daring and desperate measures,
al of them, and were anuitted to be so by
those wbo advised thei. As tothe dismissal
of his own Ministry, my Lords, I believe the
fact to be, that there has been no object in
view but a change of men by a wantou act
of power."

The authorities which he had cited
were all anterior to the date lie had
nientioned as being the period when
the principles of Constitutional Gov-
ernment received any material change,
and if tbey were to look at what thoso
principles were now, how within the
last thirty years they had been con-
sidered and declared by those most
-competent to jndge, they would find
that. without a single dissenting voice,
aIl the authorities, in referrinîg to this
matter, declared that, although in
theory there might be the prerogative
-of poiwer, there was no constitutional
right under the circumstances to
exeiise that power. lI looking at
Todd's pamphet, lie found their tirst
Constitutional Governor make a
decliration which was an important
one in this respect. Lord Elgin, in
carrying out as lie was instructed to
carry out, and as lie was determined
to carry out, the true principles of
responsible Government, made this
declaration in a letter to Earl Grey:

"I give to my Ministers all consti"
tutional support, frankly and without
reserve, and the benefit of the best
advice I can afford them in their difficul-
ties. lu return for this I expect that they will,
as far as possible, carry out my views for the
maintenance of the connection with Great
Britain, and the advancement of the interests

.of the Provinces. I have never concealed from
them that I ntend to do nothing which may
prevent me from working cordially with their
opponents, if they are forced upon me, showing
my confidence in the loyalty of all the influen-
tial parties with which i have to deal, and being
devoid of personal antipathies. A Governor-
General, bv acting on these views with tact
and firmness, may hope to establish a moral
effect in the Provin -e which will go far to com-
pensate for the loss of power consequent on the
surrender of patronage to an Executive respon-
-sible to the Local Parliament."

Todd further adds, speaking of the
difference between those years and
Lord Elgin's experience under a
different system in another Province,
that of Jamaica, where there was no
responsible Government :

'' To the question whether the theory of th.
responsibility of Provincial Ministers to the
Provincial Parliament, and of the consequent

Ma. BROOKS.

duty of the Governor to remain absolutely a.
tral in the strife of political parties, Lad not a
necessary tendency to degrade his office into
that of a mere Roi fainéant, Lord Elgin Lmve
an unqualified negative. 'I have tried, he
said, ' both systems. In Jamaica there wa8 no
responsible Government, but I had not half
the power I bave here with my constitutional
and changing Cabinet.' Even on the vice-regl
throne of Indiq, Le missed, at first, something of
the authority and influence which he had exer-
cised as Cunstitutional Governor in Canada,
This influence, however, was wholly moral: an
influence of sua sion, sympsthy and moderation,
which softens the tempe r white it elevates the
aims of local polities.'

All the authorities ogreed on this
point, that so far as this power whieh
had been exercised by the Lieutenant-
Governor of Quebec under the circum-
stances set forth, it was an unconstitu-
tional use of the prerogative of a
power which had become almost, if not
quite, obsolete. H1e had eited all
those authorities in order that, if pos-
sible, they might be answered by their
friend's who held contrary views. He
would cite, from a work published in
1875, with many of whose tenets he
did not agree, that of Harrison. le
stated,in the most concise and enphatie
manner, with regard to this power
of the Sovereign:

" The King cannot insert a sentence or a
phrase in his own speech. The old Whigs
would rend their garments in sacred indig-
nation at such protanity. The Tories would
p-ophesy in the market place. He cannot
add a clause to a Bill in Parliament The
very thought would raise a smile, to act on
it would cause a revolution. The exercise of
his legal vote would not be prmnitted in
practice; a public attempt to effect legisla-
tion against the will of the nation woufd b)e
the enu of the dyuastv."

Farther on ho says:

" There is only one moment in the pract'-
cal working of our system when the over.
eign has even in appearance the slightest
legislative power. That moment is when a
change of Ministry occurs. But it is r
fectly well understood that an outgoiug n
ister really nominates his successor under
forms more or less circumlocutOry.
Disraeli once explaining the formalities wi
that delicious sense of humour in which,
without moving a muscle, le contrives t
quia the Britishl,Constitution said: In extreme
case a venerable peer-a sort of family.la"
yer-is confidentially called in. Even if ve
could conceive a Sovereign so old-ashiOn
as to insist in personally nominating a in-
ieter, the House of Cominons would sharpY
call hini to order. Shades of the wise an
good Lord Somers, ofBlackstonue, of Halla",
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and Macaulay, what radical speeches would
r'-eco from the benches f the Lords!
The cause for which Hampden perished on
the field and Sidney on the sca told, would
cease to rest and be thankful, and would be-
in to rub its eyes. The very lawn of the
ishop would rufflé in wrath. We may,

however, be perfectly tranquil. No Sover-
elgn has yet been seen to attempt any gain-
bols with the Constitution, any more than
the cream-coloured horses are given to kick
to pieces the gingerbread coach. The
Sovereign here, as we repeat with serious
pride, has no part i government."

There was another authority to which
ho (Mr. Brooks) dosired to refer. An
authority which he was satisfied no
one in the House or in the country
would for a moment question, that of
the eminent statesman, who, for the
last five years, had been the represen-
tative of Her Majesty in this Dominion,
and whose merited suceess had been
greatly owing to his strict adherence
to constitutional principles. le bad
declared it in 1873, in his celebrated
speech at Halifax, at a time ot great
excitement, and this he (Mr. Brooks)
believed no one would question, had
ben the rule of his conduct through-
ont the whole of his residence anongst
us. fis Excellency then said :-

No, gentlemen, I understand my duty too
wel ever to allow my judgment or my sym-
i athies to be surprised into political partizan-
-44p. My one thought and desire is for the
welfare of Canada as a whole. My only
mtîiding star in the conduct and maintenance
vi D'y official relations with your public men is
the Parliament of Canada. In fact, [ sup oseI am the only person in the Dominion wbose
confidence in the wisdom and infallibility of
Parliament is never shaken. Each ofyougen-
tlemen only believe in Parliament so long as
Parliament acts according to your wishes and
COnvictions. I, gentlemen, believe in Parlia-
metýnt, n, matter which way it votes, and to
tise men whom the deliberate rule of theFederal Parliament of the Dominion may5ssign to me as my responsible advisers, eau 1
gre my confidence. Whether they are the

ads of this party or of that pîrty
nIst be a matter of indifference to the Gover-aor-General, so long as they are maintained byParliament in their positione, so long as he isbound to give them his unreserved confidence,
"nd defer to their advice and loyally to assistthem with his counsels."

le (Mr. Brooks) should have occasion
Presently to apply this last particular
eMa.k to the conduct .of bis Honour

the Lieutenant.Governor of the Prov-
eeO of Quebee, under the circum-

stances vLbich- were in question. The
I other authority whieh he would

read would be one from a work that
had ben quioteid by the right hon.
member for Kingston, and one which
not only in this but iu every country
was a recognisod authority upoii this
subject,-Bagehot. In speaking of the
policy of the Government-and the
great question at issue came in hore,
for, aceording to what they had beforec
them, it was a difference in policy
which caused the dismissal by His
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of
the Adminis- rution,-Bagehot said, on
page 79, las, edition of his work, as
to the present rule, not that which
prevailed a ven tury ago, to which
period the peocedents cited by the hon.
gentleman opposite related:-

" A century ago the Crown had a real
choice of Ministers though it lad no longer a
choice of policy. During the long reign of
Sir R. Walpole he was obliged n ot onliy to
manage Parliainent but to manage the palace.
lie was obliged to take care that some court
intrigue did not expel him from bis place. The
nation then selected the English poliry, but
the $rown chose the Englith Ministers. They
were not only in name, as now, but in tact the
Queén's servants. Remnants, stili iuiortant
remnants, of this great prerogative remain.'

Mr. Bagehot next referred to the
dismissal of Lord Melbourne by
William IV., and stated :-

"The discriminating power of William IV
muade Lord Melbourne head of the Whig party
when he was only one of several rivals. At
the death of Lord Palmerston it is very likely
that the Queen may have the opport unity of
freely choosing between two, if not three
statesmen. But, as a ride, the nominal Prime
Minister is chosen by the Legislature, and the
real Prime Minister for mosit purose.-the
leader of the House of Commons--ai must and
without exception is so. There is nearly alwayS
some one man plainly selected by thi voice of
the predominant party m the predominant
House of the Legislature to head that party,
and consequently to rule the nation. We have
in England an elective First Magistrate as truly
as the Americans have an elective First Magis-
trate. The Queen is only at the head of the
dignified part of the constitutin The Prime
Minister is at the head of the efficient part. The
Crown is, according to the saying, thi "foun-
tain of honor," but the Treasnry is the spring
of business."

Thon, witli regar to the mode of
selectioin of Englisi Ministers, this
author said

"The particular mode in which the English
Ministers are selected ; the hetion that they
are in any political sense the Queen's servants i
the rule whîch limits the choice of the Cabinet
to the members of the Legislature, are accidents
unessential to its definition -historical inci-
dents separable from its nature."
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With regard to what had been during
the reign of our present Sovereign the
rule of conduct, the au thor said:-

"If we look at history we sball find that it
is only during the period of the present reign
that in England the duties of a constitutional
Sovereign have ever been well performed. The
first two Georges we.e ignorant of the English
affairs, and wholly unable to guide them,
whether well or ill, for many years. In their
time the Prime Minister ha , over and above
the labour of managing Parliament, to manage
the woman-sometimes the Queen, sometimes
the mistress-who managed the Sovereign.
George III interfered unceasingly, but he did
harm unceasingly; George IV and William IV
gave no steady continuing guidance, and were
unfit to give it."

As to the question of the theoretical
powers referred to as to the preroga-
tive powers of the Sovereign under
certain circunistances, these powers,
as had been very correctly stated
under our Constitution, if they were
exercised, would put an end to
all Goverriment. Bagehot, in his in-
troduction to the last edition of bis
work, speaking of the abolition of pur-
chase in the army, stated :-

" But this is nothing to what the Queen can
by law do without consulting Parliament. Not
to mention other things, she could disband the
army (by law she cannot engage more than a
certain numiber of men, but she is not obliged
to engage any men) ; she could dismiss all the
officeis from the General Commanding-in
Chief, downwards; she could dismiss all the
sailors too ; she could sell ff all our ships of
war, and ail our naval stores; she could inake
a peace by the sacrifice of Cornwall, and begin
a war for the conquest of Brittany; she could
make every citizen in the United Kingdom,
male or female, a peer; she could make every
parish in the United Kingdom a " University";
she could dismiss most of the civil servants ;
she could pardon ail offenders; in a word, the
Queen could, by prerogative, upset all the
action of civil Government within the Gov-
ernment; could disgrace the nation by a bad
war or peace ; and could, by disbanding our
forces, whether land or sea, leave us defence-
less against foreign nations."

Mr. Btgehot vent on to explain why
ihis could not be in reality accom-
plishel. IIe would not detain the
H1ouse by reading any other authori-
ties, but sinply say, as he had alreadv
nontioned, that upon these points ali
these writers agreed. Bagehot, on
page 49 of the introduction, as to the
power of dis-iolving the Asembly, and
while contrasting their powers with
those of the Sovereign, declared:

" By our Constitution, nominally the Queen,
but really the Prime Minister, bas the power
of dissolving the Assembly."

Mi. BRooKs.

Throughout the whole of the work, as
well as that of Freeman, which had
been referred to, and throughout al
the late constitutional works the con-
stitutional principle was clearly laid
down, that this power could not, and
ought not, to be exercised, and could
not be constitutionally exercised at
the present day, except under the
most extreme and urgent cireun.
stances. In the investigation of this
case, it was for them to en-
quire, what were these circum-
stances ; whether His lonour, Mr.
Letellier, was justified, from the
facts which he had stated, in doing
what he had done ? What were the
grounds which Bis Hocinour had given
for his action ? They found that lis
lonour was, in December, 1876, a-

pointed to the positihn he now held as
an officer under the Governor-in-Coun-
cil, and also that on the opening of the
Quebec Provincial Parliament of that
year, the present Chief Justice of the
Court of Queen's Bench, in the Pro-
vince, Sir Antoine Dorion, who, (ur-
ing the illness of the late lamented
Governor Caron, acted as adninitrator
of the Government, in the speech fron
the Throne, delivered on the lIth of
November, 1876, said :

" The financial crisis which bas everywhere
made itself felt has been, and still continues
to be, a source of serions embarrassment for
such railway c plLnies, as have, w th an
energy worthy of ailpraise, made very consider-
able progress, but whicb now find themselves
arrested by the difficulties in the money m fr-

ket It is the intention of my Governme ,t tO
come to the assistance by a measure which
will, I hope, meet your approval. A Rill for
the organiz tion of the public service, and to
render it more efficient, will be laid before
you ',

Such was the dclaration of the Ad-
ministrator of the Government on1 the
Ilth Novernber, 1876. The present
Lieutenant-Governor was appointed in
December, 1876. Betre he went intO
the question rctrsred to in that speech
of the Administrator of the Govern-
ment, he wished it to be distinctlV un-
derstood that the quesiion was not a
question of- tre DeBoueberville or the
Joly Administration with which the
House had to deal, nor was ià a qe+
tion as to which party had their sYnl
pathies. It was not a questiOn
whether the measures whicl were
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pas sed during the last year of the De
Boucherville Government, and whieh
led to his dismissal from power, were
such as this Parliament approved of or
not. With regard to the railwayreso-
lutions he might very fairly and
frankly state that he considered the
manner in which they were passed
was an unwise one, because, however
desirable the object, it could not have
been attained by the enforceinent of
the payment of the subsidies which
were sought by the passing of the Act,
because they couid never have
been inposed otherwise than by
process of law. That, of course, was
merely a question of policy; it was
also a matter of opinion how far the
Lieutenant-Governor was constitution-
allyjustified in taking the course which
he did. Before going further, he (Mr.
Brooks) would refer to some propo-
sitions which had been made by Mr.
Todd, when speaking of the position
of a constitutional Governor. The first
of these was, that there should be a
strict neutrality; the second, that he
should advise and so co-operate with
his Ministers; and, third, that he should
accept the advice of his Ministers.
Now, let him enquire what were the
facts and how far the principles of con-
stitutional Government as he under-
stood they were carried out by His
Ionour. Although an explan~atory
letter Lad been written since, the first
letier written by Mr. Letellier to Mr.
DeBoucherville should previously be
considered in the meanti ne. Talze the
first sentence and see whether the
Lieutenan t-Governor was preserving
in that a strict neutrality, whether he
was accepting and endeavourintr to
carr'y out the government of country,
anrd whether le was co-operating with
the Adninistration which bad the sup-
port of upwards of two-thirds of the
"1embers of the Local House. The
Lieu tena'nt-Governor said a constitu-
lional error' had been committed. Butin
what way ? fie said it was only an
error' committed in good faith by the
Premier. The Lieutenant-Governor
said to the Ministers : " You have done
a thing which you ought not to have
done and which I did not authorize you
tO do, but which you believed1 authorized you to do."
XoW what wvas the course ho

or any constitutional Governor of a
British Provirnce ought to have pur-
sued? Was it not his duty, iii the first
place,to have sont a memorandum to the
Min isters insisting upon thoir undoing
what they had, as ho believed, done
improperly, and to have made a record
of it ? No record had been made of
this transaction, however, up to the
time of the actual dismissal. There
was but a word and a blow, and, un-
fortunately, the blow came first. Now,
wbat were the reasons givon for this
dismissal ? He snid first, and that was
the point regarding which he (Mr.
Brooks) wishetl particularly to speak,
it was because ofthe enormous expense
occasioned by the very large subsidies
to certain railways (the southern
railways), while, as he said, the public
funds were burdened with the obliga-
tions incurred in the construction of
the North Shore Railway from Quebec
to Ottawa, which had precedence. Now,
if the Lieut.-Governor had been ac-
quainted with the condition of affairs
in our country, he would have known,
that overy one of these roads had
received a grant of a subsidy during
the last Parliament; that not a
single dollar bad been added since, and
he said incorrectly that the great rail-
way from Quebec to Ottawa was to
take precedence of all others. And
why? Those who were acquainted
with affairs in Quebec must know
that the legislation corinected with
railways commenced in 18G9, and vari-
ous enaotnents had been made since.
In 1873-4. the thir'd Session of the
second Parliament, resolutions were
passed and, under an Act based on these
resolutions, a large number of roads
received the i-rum of $2,500 Oper mile.
This was made a grournd, forsooth, on
which to, attack the DeBoucherville
Administration. In the Session of
1873-4 Mr. Laframboise moved, second-
ed by Mr. Bachand:-

"That this House regrets that the importance
of the South Eastern Railway Company and
the Montreal Chambly and Sorel Railway, and
the great services that these roads are destined
to render t., the country, have been overlooked,
and that these two companies have not been
placed on the same footing as those mentioned
in the first of these resolutions."

To this an amendment was proposed
by Mr. Pelletier, seconded by Mr.
Langellier:-
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" That this House, moreover, regrets that
the great importan ce of the Lévis and Kenne-
bec road has not been appreciated at its just
value."

This amendment was proposed, al-
though the Lévis and Kennebec road
was i eceiving the same subsidy as the
other lines of railway. In the last
Session of the last Parliament, an addi-
tional $1,500 per mile was granted to
a certain number of roads, and just
before the general elections a resolu-
tion in anendment was proposed to
this effect:-

" That this House regrets that the impor-
tance ol the Quebec and New Brunswick Rail-
way, to which a grant of land was nade by
the' Itailway A et of 1876, and also of that por-
tion of the South Eastern Railway which
belonged to the Richelieu, Drummond and
Arthabaska Counties Railway, as well as that
of the Missisquoi and Black Rivers Valley
Railway has not been recognized or men-
tioned in the Land Resolutions, for which,
amiongst others, voted the following members
of the present de facto Government: Messrs.
Bariand, Chauveau, Joly, Langellier and
Marchand."

He found, in addition to that, in 1875-
after the iailway policy with regard to
the southern roads had been adopted-
subsequent to the grants boing passed,
and the Legislature which gave these
grants had been roturned with an over-
welming majority-these same gen-
ilemen, who were now the advisers of
the Lieutenant-Governo r, declaring:

" That this House begs to express the hope
that in carryirg out such contemplated ar-
rangement-the assumption of the North Shore
and Montreal, Occidental and Western Rail-
way. no expense will be incurred which will ad d
to the burdens of the Province by rendering any
increas.d taxation necessary, and that in dis-
tributing the funds now at the disposal of the
Province for railway purposes, those enter-
prises which have already been aided by the
Legislature and are now suffering trom siunilar
causes to those which have retarded the pro-
gress of the North Shore and Montreal Pcci-
dental and Western Railways do receive their
fair proportion of the assistance"

That was supported by Ministers Ba-
chand, Joly and Marchand. Immedi-
ately afterwards a motion was brought
forward by the same gentleman, with
the addition of Mr. Laframboise:

" That in the opinion of this House the po-
licy of the Goverament endangers the con-
struction ot the North Shore and Montreal,
Ocridental and Western Railways. and is at
hie same time unjust to the railways on the
seuth side of the St. Lawrence."

MR. BRooKs.

Now, one of the first reasons why the
Lieut.-Governor did not agree with his
Ministers, and summarily disnissed
them was, that these enormous sub-
sidies had been granted to several rail.
ways, while the Province was burd-
ened with the construction of the great
railway from Quebec to Ottawa, which
was to take precedence of the others.
Now, there was no law under which
that railway was to take precedence-
in factthese subsidies had been grant-
cd prior to the tirne when assistance
was given to the Quebee and Ottawa
Railway. Then he blamed then for
not having reduced the expenditure at
a time when their embarrassments pre-
vented them from doing so. Surely
that was no reason for dismissing the
Ministry as he had donc. The third
reason given by him was that they
had increased the salaries of the em-
ployés in the Civil Service. Now, he
found that tbis was done under the pro
visions of the Act passed during the pre-
vious Session, and which had been sanc-
tioned by Lieut.-Governor ILetellier.
Coming back to this question, hc might
state that in the Session of 1876, a de-
claration was made, that it was the in-
tention of the Gý;overnment to come to
the assistance of these railways, and
great hopes were entertained by the
pronoters of these southern roads that
a ditional assistance niight be granted.
These hopes never were realized, and
the greatest dissatisfaction was felt,
from the fact that Mir. De Boucherville
refused to increase by, one dollar the
grant to any of these roads, exeept in
one case, where he di<f raise it, as was
provided by law, fron a lapsed subsidy.
On glancing at the Pubie Accounts
for the year 1875, it woild be found that
there was granted te the Quebec and
Montreal road $G,5t>0.76, to the Solth
Shore $3,980.57; in 1876 there was
granted to the South Shore $1,57.45,
and the Quebec and Ottawa road
$1,332,025; and he found that Mr.
Letellier in assuming office mado this
declaration, which certainly w1s not
put into his mouth by his constitutin-
ai advisers. On the 28th )cember,
1876, lie said :

" Having been called upon to fill the import-
ant position of Lieutenant-Governor of tis
Province, which became vacant by the decese
of my lamented predecessor I cannot allow
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his opportunity to pass without rendering hom-
age to the memory of the statesman whose long
career has been an honour to himself and to
the country.

i It will be my earnest 4esire, as it will be
my duty, to comply with the spirit of the Con-
stitution under which we have the happiness to
live.

"I have much pleasure in congratulating
you on the zeal and assiduity which you have
manifested in the discussion of the important
measures which have been submitted to you. I
trust that the result of your labours will be to
give a new impetus to the great improvements
which have been undertaken in the Province."

He thus ratified what bad been done,
and referred to these very roads over
which he said the railway from
Quebec to Ottawa should take preced-
ence as far as the finances of the
Province were concerned. Now, it
would be observe i that, during the Ses-
iOn, His 11onour did not consider that

the circumstances of the Province were
So very precarious as to oblige him to
remnain at the seat of Government; be
found it better for his personal conve-
niience to be absent. He (Mr. Brooks)
liglt say also, that whatever oce.urred

prior to the meeting of Parliament in
this last Session, ho had condoned.
On the 29th January, 1878, he
expressed by his action, confidence
in the Administration. fHe did this
when he was asked by the Premier,
who wished to obtain from him author-
ity vith regard to the mensures affect-
ing the finances of the Province. He
had such confidence in the Premier
that ho sent him a blank authority.
And in addition to that, it was admitted,
throughout these papers, that on the
lth February t ere was a conversa-
tion between the Premier and the Lieu-
tenant-Governor with regard to certain
mneasures. Then was the time, if the
Lieutenant Governor desired to express
and record his dissent from the legisla-
lion of the Administration, to do so in
a constitutional way. He left an im-
pression on the mind of the Premier,
as he himself ad mitted, of such a vague
and uncertain character, that ho
thought ho was authoriz!ng these dif-
terent measures. They found that the
result of this was, that resolutions re-
ferring to the South Shore roads were
Passed and sigred by him. It certainlyseemed to him that additional reasons
'hould bave been given, if there reailywere any reasons, in support of theisimssai There was no opportunity,

prior to the dismissal, for any consulta-
tion between the Lieutenant-Governor
and the Premier; there was no attempt
to reconcile the difficulty, no apparent
desire on the part of His Excellency,
that these difficuilties should bo recon-
ciled; but they found that on the 25th
February ho called for a certain docu.
ment, and on the 1st March ho dis-
missed his Ministers. Thon the House
had it before them, that the only rea-
sons which at the time of the dismissal
were given by him, were not sufficient,
and they found that he afterwards sent
to the Governor General additional
reasons. The reasons were not suffi-
cient to justify the course he had taken.
In the exorcise of the power to dismiss
under these circuinstances, lie should
have remembered that " though it
was excellent to have the giant's
strength, it was tyrannous to use it
like a giant." Immediately after the
doclaration that ho had determined to
produce legislative and administra-
tive changes, he gave the reasons
which inducod him to adopt that
course, which reasons the hon. member
for Terrebonne had truly stigrnaized
as puerile. If any lawyer having a
brief, had given reasons for his cou-
clusions similar to those assigned by
theLieutenantGovernor of Quiebec,they
would have been ruled out without any
consideration. The first reason givei
was, that during the Session of 1876, a
Bill had been read three times in one
branch of the Legislature, and only
twice in the other. That imiglit bo
quite true; but, if it were, it was
purely a clerical error which amounted
to nothing, and in any case, the Lieu-
tenant-Governor had not beeni calied on
to sanction the Bill, after the error had
been discovered, and the Bill did not
appear on the Statutes. Another
reason he gave was, that during the
same Session, a Bill had been submitted
to him for sanction, in which ho per-
ceived a blank had not been filled up,
but, as ho admitted afterwards, it was
probably a clerical error which
amounted to nothing; and in any case,
the Lieutenant-Governor had not been
called on to sanction the Bill after
the error had been discovered, and the
Bill did not appear on the Statutes.
Another reasou ho gave was, that, dur-
ing the same Session, a Bill had been
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submitted to him for sanction in which
he perceived a blank had not been
filled up, but as he admitted after-
wards, it was probably a clerical error.
Another grave reason was, that the
word " amender" was in the infinitive
mood, instead of being in a past tense.
He thus quoted a petty, paltry quib-
ble of a grammatical error as a reasonu
for dismissing bis responsible advisers.
Then came the important matter of
the appointment of a municipal coun-
cillor for Montmagny. The At-
torney-General had recommended
the Lieut.-Governor, on a petition
from Montmagny, to appoint a coun-
cillor for that village. The Governor
had some doubts about the appoint-
ment at first; but, after a second con-
ference with the Attorney-General, lie
made the appointment. He (Mr.
Brooks) did not think, in any case, the
office of councillor to the village of
Montmagny was such an important
<ne, that one councillor, more or less,
would endanger the safety of the Pro-
vince of Quebec. Subsequently, other
facts came to his knowledge, and he
was asked to rescind that appointment,
which was agreed to, and there the
matter ought to have ended. The
next two reasons for this important
breach of the Constitution were, cor-
tainly, very serious if they were cor-
rect. The Lieut.-Governor stated that.
in the Ogicial Gazette, two Orders-in-
Council were published without his
signature. The first one was for the
convening of Parliament, not for the
despatch of business, but merely the
usual formai order, which was repeated
mouth after month in the Ogctal
Gazette; the other was the fixing of
Thanksgiving Day. With respect to
the conivening of Parliament for the
,despatch of business, it appeared the
proclamation was not published until
the 24dh November, and Mr. Letellier's
letter, drawing attention to the faet
that the two proclamations liad been
issued without his signature, it
appeared, from the record, was
dated 6th November, and the day
appointed for the convening of Parlia-
ment was the 24th Decemiber. He
-declared he bad not signed the procla-
mation. He (Mr. Brooks) was not in
the secrets of the Governments, but ho
found it stated that this Order-in-Coun-

MR. BRooKs.

cil, as well as the subsequent one, had
been actually signed by the Lieut.-
Governor with his own hand and
signature and was dated 6th November;
so that this particular Order-in Coun-
cil for the covening of Parliament was
signed by him and on record in the
proper office. With reference to the
latter Proclamation, fixing a day for
Thanksgiving,it was the result of a sug-
gestion of the Premier of the Dominion
to Lieut.-Governor Letellier. Thon
came the real substantial reason which
ho gave as an additional cause for dis-
missing his Ministers. Mr. De-
Boucherville had statedi he was
governed by "rings " which we, e forc-
ing him to making additional grants to
different roads throughout the coun-
try. He (Mr. Brooks) had proved
from the documents which he had read
that if there were " rings," if any con-
straint or force wore brought to bear
upon the Lieut.-Governor in this mat-
ter, it was brought by those men whom
he had called to replace his former ad-
visers. It was a matter of fact that for
two years, not one additional dollar
had been granted to any of these other
roads, except to advance to certaim
roads a part of the subsidy on the un-
built portion. Time after tirne depu-
tations had waited on the hon. the
Premier, desiriig him to grant ad-
ditional assistance to those roads ; they
failed in their appeals, although some
of the roads would be of the greatest

possible benefit and deserved to be as-
sisted by the Goverment ; and still he
(Mr. DeBouchervilleywas to be turned
ont of office, because he declined to
grant what they had endeavoured to
obtain. It might be said that thismat-
ter was not one of the very greatest

possible importance, that at any rate
it should not be brought up here, and
that they ought not to agitate it or
discuss it bore or interfere with the
choice of the electors of the Province
of Quebec. The answor to this Ws,
that they had a right at any tine, and
at ail times, to discu-ss this constitu-
tional question. There was no period,
when an event of this kiid oceurred,
that the conduet of the Lieutelant-
Governor, an officer appointed by the
Governor-in-Council, and responsible
to them, might not properly be brought
under the consideration of this House.
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which was the ultimate authority that
should determine, upon the constitu-
tionality of any act or any violation
of the Constitution, in any par-
ticular, and not the country. This
was an attempt to change the issue,
and to have the country to declare
what Parliament was not sufficiently
educated to decide. This was an at-
tempt to divert the issue. So far as
this was concerned, he did not know
what the country might say ; but,
whether it declared for one or the other
Government, whatever might be its
decision on this îoint, it was the duty
of the hon. members and of the House,
either now or at some other time, to
enter on record their deliberate opinion
with regard to the conduct of the
Lieutenant-Governor in the exercise of
his duties. If there had been a viola-
tion of the political Constitution, it
was not to be allowed to produce al
the evil effects intended, and have ful
sway, and then to pass a mild resolu-
tion which would condemn such viola-
tion. If there had been a violation
and an undue or improper use of the
prerogatives of the Crown, he certainly
could not, in this regard, cite a better
authority that thatof the late Minister
of Justice, given on the memorable
occasion in 1873, touching the proro-
gation of this Parliament, when the
hon. gentleman declared that such
prorogation by the Governor-General
was a violation of cons1titutiona1 prin-
ciples, although the prorogation was
only for a short time. The hon. gen-
tleman then said:

" What I say with reference to prorogation,
I say with reference to the Commission, that
its appointmoent was a violation of the an-
cient landmarks and rights of Parliament, and
an invasion of the rights and privileges of the
People by the exercise of the prerogative,
'which ought not to be tolerated."

And why ? The hon. gentleman cited
the very best posisible authority on
that occasion ari this was taken from
a eelebrated writer (Juiiusî) an author-
ity Which. moreover, had as much force
now as then, and whieh justified the

.tion at the present time beingL taken
With regard to this matter. ihis au-thority was as follows:

'Never suffer any violation of your politicala hitution, however minute the instance may8PPear to pass by without a determined, pér-
ing resistance One precedent makes

another ; they soon assimilate and constitute
law. What yesterday was fact, to-day is doe-
trine. Examples are supposed to justify the
most dangerous measures ; and, where they
do not suit exactly, the defect is supplied by
analoý,y."

With regard to this same question of
the prerogative, he might also cite the
hon. the Minister of the Interier as an
authority. On the 14th August, 1873,
a resolution was proposed by the Hon.
Mr. Cauchon, seconded by Mr. Mills, as
follows :-

" That the prorogation of Parliament with-
out giving the House of Commons the oppor-
tunity of prosecuting the enquiry it had
already undertaken, was a gross violation of
the privilege and independence of Parliament,
and the rights of the people."

If that was such a gross violation,
what should they say regarding the
action of the Lieutenant-Governor in
this case, where two-thirds oi the Legis-
lative Assembly not only supported
the Administration of the day, but also
declared this both before and after-
wards, and represented to the Gov-
ernor-General that they had full
confidence in the Administration of the
day; and that the Ministers who had
been named to replace the Administra-
tion did not have the confidence of the
country. Then, if a case of simple
prorogation for a short time was a
breach of the prerogative which ought
not to be tolerated, this case now
before the House was certainly one
that ought not to be tolerated.

MR. MILLS: Do you concur in that
opinion ?

Mn. BROOKS said he cited a very
good authority in favour of this opin-
jon-the Minister of the Interior.
He was very glad to state
that he did not believe that
the hon. the Premier, or the
hon. member for Chateauguay, or the
late Minister of Justice (Mr. Blake),
ever had any knowiedge or intimation
with regiazd to this action of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, or would ever have
sanctioned or approved it. He certainly
should not believe otherwie until he
heard it froin the lips of these hon.
gentlemen. le believed that their
regard for constitutional precedents
an1 authority was so great that not
one of them would be willing to stand
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up in the Flouse, and declare to the
country that they approved in any
way of that use of power, even though
theoretically within the prerogative of
the Crown. There had been a coup
d'état, not as bloody as that of 1851
in France, but, so far as concerned the
object to be attained, as effectual; and,
although they might not now know,
they would before long know, wbo
were the advisers of this coup d'état.
They knew perfectly well who was the
Napoleon, but they did not know who
were the Marny, the Fleury, Maripas,
and the St. Arnaud, formerly Roy, who
assisted at this coup d'état. Their
names were not known, but, possibly,
before very long, they might get some
light on this subject. He was afraid
that he had wearied the House, and
as the Premier had given him the hint
that time was fleeting, he would cut
short his remarks. Ie would just
observe that, if the action of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor was justifiable, it
would be just as right for the Governor
Gener-al of the Dominion of Canada to
write a lotter to the Premier declaring
that he was dismissed from his Coun-
cils because he did not agroe with him
upon the Protection policy. That
would be no greater violation of the
constitutioial principle than what
had ccurred in 1 he Province of Quebec.
There was only one other point to
which he would refer, and that was to
the Premier havinig found fault with
the nioderation ot the motion ; at
one tinio h called it an indecent propo-
sition, and then said the hon. gentle-
man) who moved it did not go far
enough. ie (Mr. Brooks) would have
been disposed to go nuch further than
the resolution, and to declare in
stronger terms that the action of the
Lieutenan t-Governor was unjust and
unwise, and a violation of the consti-
tulional principle of our Government.
le certainly thougnt it was too mode-
rute, and he believed it was so framed
in order that it should meet the views
of hon. geutilemen on both sides of the
House. The question was of such
great importance that ho hoped to be
pardoned for having so long occupied
the time of the House. If the Lieu-
tenan t-Governior ofone of our Provinces
were pernitted, without question, to
do what neither the Sovereign nor the

Mit. ElooKs.

Governor-General would venture to do
there would be no safety and no peace
in the Dominion.

Could great men th under
As Jove himself can! Jove would ue'er be

quiet,
For every pelting petty officer would use hiS

heaven or thunder,-
Nothing but thunder.

Ma. LANGEVIN moved the adj9urn-
ment of the debate.

Motion agreed to.

HOU

F

The Sp
o'clock.

PRiAYERS

louse adjourned at
Five minutes after

Two o'clock.

SE 0F COMMONS.

riday, 12th April, 1878.

eaker took the Chair at Three

INTRODUCTION OF A MEMBER.

Thos. Robert McInnes, Esq., repr-
sentative for the Electoral District of
New Westminster, British Columbia,
was introduced to the House by Mr.
Dewdney and Mr. Macdonald (Centre
Toronto), and took his seat.

CANADIAN PACIFIC R AILWAY SURVEY.

QUESTION.

Ma. TU l'PiER: 1 would agan like
to ask the hon. the First Miniter,
when ho thinks that he wil be able
to place in our hands the report of the
acting Chief Engineer in connectiofn
with the route of the Canadiani Paoific
Railway. When the hon. gentlemall'
in response to my enquiry. the other
day, questioned the source of my iforl-
mation, I was taken a little aback,
but I put myseif in communication
with the gentleman who ,poke to l'le
on the subject, and asked fur his aut-I'
ity for the facts as to there being a
report in the hands of the Gov6r
ment, and he stated to n- that bis
authority was the statement et the
hon. gentleman's colleague, the Secre-
tary of State, in the other Flouse, who
said that this report was in the hands
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of the Governament, and would be sub-

mitted at any early day. I take this

opportunity of mentioning to the hon.

gentleman the source of ny imforma-

tion.
MiR. MACKENZIE : I am very glad

to know that authoritatively. I have
only to say that as soon as the other

reports that were given, are in, they
will be laid before the Elouse ; but I
am not prepared to place that particu-
lar report on the table until the others
are ready.

THE QUEBEC CRISIS.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order to resume the adjourned
debate on Mr. Cartwright's proposed
motion: " That Mr. Speaker do now
leave the Chair, for the House to go
again into Committee of Supply "-
and of Sir John A. Macdonald's motion
in amend ment thereto: " That Mr.
Speaker do not now leave the Chair,
but that it be Resolved, That the recent
dismissal of the Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province of Quebec of bis Min-
istry, was under the circumstances
unwise, and subversive of the position
accorded to the advisers of the Crown,
since the concession of the principle of
Responsible Government to the British
NÇorth American Colonies," read.

MR. LANGEVIN said that when
the House adjourned last night, he was
about to say to the hon. the Minister
of Inland ý Revenue that he was
astonished to hear him begin bis
speech on this question by calling the
attention of the House to the principles
of the Liberal party in the Province of
Quebec. 11e had thought that the
question before thein was another, a
groat constitutional question, and that,
at ail events, for the moment, the dis-
cussion of the principles of the Liberal
party might be left over for another
>ccasion; but, as it had pleased the

hon, gentleman to eaul the attention of
the louse to these principles, and to
take bis hon. friend (Mr. Masson) to
task for the allusions he had made
during bis able speech on this matter,
he (Mr. Langevin) must say ho waq
bound to answer the hon. gentleman,
take up bis different propositions, and
endeavour to meet them. The hon.

gentleman began by saying that the
Liberal party in the Province of
Quebec held the sanie pnriciples that
the Liberal party in England professed.
He had rend that the hon. gentleman
on another occasion had advocated this
claim on the part of the Liberal party
of the province of Quebec; but he had
yet to see that the hon. gentleman had
proved his case. The hon. gentleman,
in order that he might prove bis case,
began by placing aside the principles
advocated by the Liberals of the Pro-
vince of Quebec up to the timo when
ho became a public man The hon.
gentleman said that ail iis must be
left out of' sight, that all this was to be
forgotten, that they need not now con-
sider these matters; and that these were
their principles. It was very easy for
the hon. gentleman to repudiate ail bis
leaders, some of whom ho (Mr. Lange-
vin), had no doubt were able and great
men in their way, and to say with re-
gard to some of them, that " they were
all young men, and the principles which
they advocated at that time were
repudiated." The hon. gentleman then
came to others of these leaders, and
touching them he said : " As to this
man, ho was an extremist, and a man
who did not really belong to the party
which we now have in the Province of
Quebec." Yet ho came and said . "Il Here
are our principles. Our principles are
those of the English Liberals of to-day."
Now, in order to see what the principles
of the Liberal party in the Province of
Quebec were, they had only to look
back to the great programmes of that
party. The hon. the Minister of In-
land Revenue might say that was
ancient history, but he did not hesitate
to go thirty or forty years back,
and say that at such and such a
period the Opposition had done so
and so. Well, to go back to the fam-
ous -. progr mme of 1847, we found
therein this item, " Annexation to the
United States." Ie wished to know
from the hon. gentleman whether the
programme of the Liberals in Englaind
contained such an item-" The annex-
ation of any part of the British E'm-
pire to the Jnited States or any other
country." The Liberals of England
were a great party, but they maintain-
cd the integrity of the Brtish Empire
as mueh as any other party in the
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country. When the Government of
Engiand came down, ilie other day,
with a message from the Queen in re-
ference to the reserves, what was the
vote given in the House of Com-
mons ? Why, only a small minority
went against the proposal and a large
majority on both sides assented to it.
So mnch for the famous programme
of 1847, which was in 21 articles and
which lasted seven years. In 1851,
the Liberal party, had become stronger
and more numerous. They had a
number of represontatives in the Par-
liament of Canada; they had a number
of talented young men in their ranks,
and they thouglit they mnight let the
public into their confidence, and let
them known exactly what their true
principles were. And what did we find
in the famous programme of 1854 ?
We found that the 29th article en-
joined " Independence," "I R.opublic,"
" Annexation to the United States."
Had the Liberals in England ever put
forward such a programme ? No; the
Liberals as well as the Conservatives
of England were in favour of monarch.
ical institutions, of the Queen, the
Lords and the Commons. They did
not desire any change in the great in-
stitutions of England. What, then, did
these bon. gentlemen mean by " Inde-
pendence," "Republic," "Annexation to
the United States"? ie wanted to
know whether there was one hon.
member in the House who would rise
in his place and say he wished the
separation of this country from Eng-
]and. He knew that some of them
had disguised their professions and
aspirations. Some of them had gone
as far as to lecture their constituents ;
but while speaking of independence had
twisted it round in such a way that
they might not be caught as really
wishing the independence of the coun-
try. One hon. gentleman had publish-
ed a lecture in which that princi-
ple was advocated; but when had he
come upon the floor of the House
and advocated his ideas? He had
not done so, and the louse xnew
the reason why. When a gentle-
man took the responsibilities of office
he forgot the ravings of hie younger
days and became more sober in his
views. Perbaps when he went out of
office, he might revert to his former
ideas.

MR. LANGE VIN.

MR. LAFLAMME: Will the hon.
gentleman tel me where he ob,
tained that programme ?

Mit. LANGEVIN said the hon. the
Minister of Justice would surely not
repudiate the programme of 1854. The
hon. Minister was now the onlv
representative in the House who bý-
longed to that association of young
men in 1854, and surely he was not
ash-imed of them. These you.ng men,
many of whom had gone down to early
graves, might have erred in many
respects, but the hon. gentleman ought
not to be ashaned of them, because
their voice and exertions had helped
him to attain the position which he
now occupied. The hon. gentleman
ought not to be ashamed of the position
he assumed in his younger days,
although he might never recognise his
former folly. The hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue was not then associ-
ated with these young men, because he
must have been a mere baby at the
time they flourished, but havingjoined
the Liberal party he ought not to
repudiate the programmes of his party;
otherwise ho had no right to a place
in their ranks. One of the most able
men of that period now almost for-
gotten by bis party, though not for-
gotten by the party now in Opposition,
who knew him sometimes to their
detriment, was Mr. J. B. E. Dorion,
l'Enfant Terrible, as he had been nick-
named. This gentleman had been
spoken of by the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue in a way he would not
dare to have referred to him, had he
been in the louse at the present tiime ;
he could not withstand the fire of his
eloquence and bis talent. Although he
(Mr. Langevin) had always acted and
voted against Mr. Dorion, he recog-
nised bis talent, and he cortainly
thought it ungenerous, now that he
had gone to bis grave, that he should
be alluded to in such terms as had been
applied to him. Did any leading mem-
ber of the Liberal party in Englald
ever advocate a republic? No; the
great men of that party in England
were not so forgetful of their allegiance
and their duty to the great -inteests
of the country to advoct such a
policy. Both parties in England were
more loyal to te Crown. The neXt
item on the programme was annel
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tion to the United States. Of course.
as the hon. the Minister of Inland Rev-
enue Stated, this was now a dead issue.
This piogramme was, however, signed
by the hon. gentleman, and, no doubt,
it was exceedingly inconvenient lor
him, that the attention of the House
was called to the faet. The people of
Lower Canada repudiated such a pro-
gramme, and would have nothing to
do with a party which was not loyal
to the Crown. But there was also
anotier programme, because the Lib-
erals changed their programmes as
often as there was a new Parliament.
At the present moment, these hon.
gentlemen imagined that, by having
in their hands the Governments of the
Province of Quebec and Ontario, their
piinciples would ultimately pievail.
As had been stated on the previous
day, there was now an appeal to the
people of Quebec, which would show
hon. gentlemen, as well as tho Lieu-
tenant -Governor, that the electors
of the Province would not sanction
the unconstitutional policy of the
Lieutenant-Governor, and would not
tolerate in power the Government of
Mr. Joly. It would not be long be-
fore hon. gentlemen heard of it. The
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
thought it was better to wipe out the
past, and he said that no extreme
Liber'al in Canada had advocated
comunuistie principles. To prove that
they lad done so, howeveV, we had
only to go back to the paper published
by the gentleman whpse name he had

.Ust mentioned-Mr. Dorion-who was
thei the great oracle of the Liberal
section of the House. That hon. gen-
tle!an was not bashful te say in that
paper of his, what bis principles were.
One ofthese principles was abolition of
lprivileges of all kinds. There were a
great many pr'ivileges in this country
and in all countries. We had, for in-
stance, the privilege of the right of
property. Before the seigniorial sys-
1em was donc away with, many
*¤gniors of the Province of Quebec
were possessed of wealth and large
Property. It was thought, by a ma-
J ity in that Province, that the object

r which the seigniorial systema had
hedn" established by their forefathers
hâd been attained, and that the time

ast> arrived wheu that system should

disappear. The Conservatives wenit
on this ground-"These seigniors have
acquired rights which must be paid
for; we will not allow oue single dollar
of their rights te be taken fiomi then
without giving then a dollur of corn-
pensation." But the idea set forth by
other bon. gentlemen in their pro-
gramme was a eommunistic one. Hon.
gentlemen, however, very soon saw
that Ihis article had better be taken
out of their programme, and, in 1872,
it disappeared. They believed the
electors of Quebec would side with
them on the great principle. They
said: "We thought for a time this prin-
ciple should prevail, but now that we
are older and have more experience,
we are of a contrary opinion; but
trust us, only trust us." Don. gentle-
men had been trusted in this H1ouse
for four years, and they had been
weighed and found wanting. The
hon. Minister of Inland Revenue went
further thani this, and charged his (Mir.
Langevin's) side of the House with
being hostile to the principles of Re-
sponsible Goverrmenit. Let them go
back a little, and see who were those
who preceded thein lu the Province of
Quebec. The hon.gentleman went back
thirty years. le would go back forty.
They iad, at that time, under the union
of the two Canadas,a sort of Cr'ownGov-
ernment, but they had no iResponsible
Government. Our forefather', the
great men, who were always respected
and always would be, voted for the
principles of Besponsi ble G overn ment;
those principles iniglt not have boeu
so welJ defined or so well understood
at the time, but they voted for then.
And then they had the insurrection of
1837 and 1838, which was not agaiist
the Crown of England, for a
more loyal people thar the
Frencb, English, Scotch and Irish
of Lower Canada could not be
found ; it was against a bureaucracy,.
and any interference with Responsible
Government. Af'ter the union of the
Canadas, they saw all those great meni,
the Lafontaines, Morins, Tachos and
others, fightinig foir that same principle
of Responsible Gevernment. They
thought they should not be governed
by the Government without responsi-
ble Ministers, and they left office, re-
maining in Opposition tour years,
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when the principle having been organ-
ized, they returned triumphantly to
their old places. Those were, there-
fore, ' ho men who were thon the chiefs
of his (Mr. Langevin's) party; the
PapineLaus, Nelsons, Lafontaines,
Morin,, and Taches. He worked
and 1; ught with those men, and if
they lived now they would be found
on his side of the House. So ho
thought ho had disposed of the charge
that the Conservatives of Quebec were
hostile to the principles of Responsible
Government. The hon. gentleman
bad quoted La Nouveau Monde; ho had
no doubt that would be found by the
hon. gentleman a useful and interest-
ing paper. He had also quoted the
Courier du Canada, to the effect that
Local elections were coming on, they
had the Municipal elections, School
elections, Provincial elections, Federal
elections, and, in fact they were
always having elections. The hon.
gentleman (Mr. Laurier) found fault
that this paper objected to these
numerous elections, and to the many
crimes, or great sins, as ho catlled
thom, that were committed during
these elections. Well, the hon. gentle-
man knew that at election time there
was a gro t deal of drunkenness and
quarrelling and other crimes, and ho
should recollect the Bill which the
hon. Minister of Justice. a few days
ago, bronght down at his (Mr. Lange-
vin's) suggestion, to eliminate from
voting the facilities for fraud, and
,adopt the same system as was now
carried out in the Province of Quebec.
But once more, what had this to do
with the Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebec ? Did it prove that Mr.
Letellier was right in the course he
had taken ? The hon. gentleman was
afraid to touch the question, and ho
did not want the House to take it into
consideration, ho did not want it to
have a motion about it; ho said that
the adoption of'the motion of bis right
hon. friend would be an invasion of
the rights of the people. It
might be very convenient for
the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec ;
but if he had so far forgotten his duties

-as to violate the great principles he
was entrusted to protect, they muet
tell him so; they must consider the
facts, of the case and say whether that
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high functionary had not violated the
Constitution, and did not deserve re-
buke, if not tsomething else. The hon.
gentleman said he was j'alous of the
constitutional rights of the Province
and the great principlos of Responsible
Government ; but how did ho permit
Mr. Letellier to treat those principles?
The Legislature had been supporting
the Governmcnt of Mr. DeBoucherville
for the last two or three years. Mr.
DeBoucherville had a large majority,
sometimes amounting to one-third of
of the whole House, and the Session
had been a most successful one. Just
three or four days before the end of the
Session the Lieutenatnt-Governor called
on Mr. DeBoucherville, and said:
"Notwithstanding your majority, i
must dismiss you and have other Min-
isters." If this was Responsible Gov-
ernment the sooner it was Known the
better. It was a tyrannical Govern-
ment, he did not think Prussia or Ger-
many to-day would do anything of the
kind ; for, although the Emperor of that
Empire had great power, ho would not
dare to do that. That act was left for the
great Liberal party, that were in
favour of nothing which was liberal,
nothing which was in favour of the
rights of the people. It was left for
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Laurier) to
say, " All is right, Mr. Letellier has
done nothing wrong." He said that
the Governor and the Foderal Parlia-
ment, no matter how erring the con-
duct of Mr. Letellier migh t be, had no
right to interfere, so long as there was
no remede in the loal Constitution Of
Quebee; ihe remedy was in the bands
of the people of Quebec. If we had no
right to interfere, thon the Lieutenant-
G-evernor of Quebec was independent
of a:1 authority; there he was for five
years, and might do with the Province
as ho thought proper. But the case
was quite different. If the Lieutenant-
Governor had good reason to say to is
Ministers that ho thought they had
lost the confidence of the -House and
the confidence of the country, and that,
therefore, he wished them tO go to the
people and test whether theypossed
their confidence or not, ho could
understood it, becanse in that case he
would not have taken from the handls
of his Ministers the constitutional
right of going to the PeOple.
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If he had doue that, the disso.ution of
the louse would have been perfectly
constitutional, and the people wouild
have decided, not between Mr. Letel-
lier and bis late Ministere, but with
respect to tha poliey of the Adminis-
tration on the measures which they had
introduced and eairied through Parlia-
mer.t, and wvhether Mr. D)eBoucher-
ville's Govern ment had their confidence
or not. When the Legislature
met again, then a vote of confi-
dence or of non-confidence would Lave
showna whether Mr. Letellier had been
right or wrong ; and, if le Lad been
right, the Ministry would have gone
ont, and Mr. Letellier have calied
other men to advise him. But, no ;
that vas not the position. Mr.Letellier
began by dismissing his Ministers,
who had the confidence of both liouses.
H1e said :" I do not believe in those
measures; I will call other men." And
he calied other men to his Councils to
advise him; and for three, four, and
five months those men, who had been
all the time in a very large minority
in the Legislature, would have the
administration of the affairs and the
expenditure of the people's money, up
to July next, the supplies having been
voted to them; and would have all the
patronage of the Crown in our Pro-
vince, although they had never had
the confidence of the people, and miglit
never have that confidence. Neverthe-
less, Mr. Letellier thought this fair and
just, and in accordance with the great
Principles of Ilesponsible Government.
fhe hon. member for Chateauguay
would not say, he felt sure, that this
was in accordance with the great prin-
ciples 0f lesponsible Governnent. He
hoped they would hear from the hon.
gentleman; ho hoped the hon. gentle-
man would not remain dumb on such
a question. The hon. gentleman was
one of the oldest members of this
House, and they had a right to have
his opinions on this subject, to know
whether he approved or condemned
the act Of Mr. Letellier in putting aside
the Legislature, and in putting aside
the wili Of the people, the Ministry
which had the support and the conti-
dence Of the Country; and in taking
in their place nen who represented a
81311 minority to administer the
Public affairs, and to control the whole
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patronage of the Crown of that pro-
vince. The hon. the Minister of In-
land Revenue was jealons of the great
principles of Responsible Governiment.
le (Mr. Langevin) wished him joy of
his jealousy on that point. The hon.
gentleman had said, on the same sub-
jec t. there might be cases in which Par-
liament might interfore, but only when
the people had not the remedy i n their
own hands. They were al[ wliting to
hear what thoso cases were, but evi-
dently in vain. The people of the
Province of Quebec could not help
themselves to-day. The Legislature
had been dissolved and they rmust now
look to new men. What right had
Mr. Letellier to send away those Nlin-
isters, whieh the majority of the repre-
sentatives of the people, and, therefore,
the people thenselves,had put in office ?
For, the true principle and practice of
our institutions vere that the electors
elected representatives, and froin those
representatives the Crown took its
advisers. He admitted there night bo
some cases when under those circum-
stances, a Min ist ry might be dismissed;
for instance, in the case of Ministers
who might be guilty of high treason,
who u.ed their office to destroy the
Constitution, and allow the enemy to
enter the country. That would bu an
occasion in which the Crown might
and should interfere; the action might
be unconstitutional, but the safety of
the country was the tirst thing to be
considered. It would be on the same

principlo as the suspension of the
fabeas Corpus Act, which was the
great charter of our liberties. Yet
there were cases when the safety of
the Stato required its suspension. The
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
had said that as long as there was a
remedy in the hands of the people, he
aid not want the Crown or Parliament
to interfere. He (Mr. Langevin) would

put this point; ho would suppose a
case Mr. Leteltier had dismissed
his Ministers; he had called on Mr.
Joly to formu a new Government,which
now existed. le had dissolved Par-
liament on the advice of Mr. Joly;
the electors wee now called on
te vote for new mon. The elections
wouild take place on the 1st May,
after which the Legislature would
be called together. Mr. Joly's Min-
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istry vould thon find itself, as he
sincerely beleved in a minority.
Mr. Letellier, with that deter-
inination which lie had shown,
not to stand by the Constitution, but to
violate it, would thon say to his party:
" Though you are in a minority of five,
ton, or twenty. yet i will not submit to
that ; it is not a proper verdict; i will
dissolve the Parlianient again, and
send you a second time to the electors
to try to obtain a mjority-." Of coutrse,
according to the hon. gentl1eman,
neither the hon. the Minister of Inland
Reverue nor the hon. the First Minis-
ter would interfère. Why ? Becau-e
the remedy still renained in the liands
ofthe people; the electors wero stilt
there. iow long w-as Mr. Lotellier to
play with the people, withu our institu-
tions, and with our constitution ? That
is the question. Once the constitution
was allowed to be violated, inch by
inch it would disappeai-, and the rights,
the privileges, and the liberties of the
people would go with it. A gentleman
ti-om the great Province of Ontario,
with whon he had been conversing,
had said to him: " Well, the remedy is
in your hands. -Mr. Letellier has dis-
missed the Governwent, it is true, but
the electors are called upon to say
whether that is proper or not." He
(Mr. Langevin) told that hon. gentle-
man : " If this had been donc in your
Province by the late Lieut.-Governor
Crawford; if he bad dismissed his Min-
isters and replaced them by a Conser-
vative Administration, how many days
would you have stood it ? Would you
have besitated a moment ?" The great
city of Toronto would have seen the
yeomanry and the people of the other
cities coming into it to defend the con-
stitution. They would have said:
" This is our great right,and there is not
a Lieut.-Governor nor a Minister who
can violate it with impunity." They
would have taken the law into their
own hands as a remedy. He (Mr.
Langevin) did not know wbether that
was the remedy of which the bon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue thought.
In the Province of Quebec they were
less fiery, perhaps, than their good
friends in Ontario. Perhaps they had
been accustomed at a later period by
their forefathers to those great institu-
tions of Responsible Gover-nment, and
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were more patient ; but they vilued
thera as imuch as did the people ofOn.
tario, aud they would not vllow the,,
to be violated by Lieut.-Governor
Letellier. If the people cf the Pro.
vince of Quebec could not obtainjustice
from this -louse or fron this Govern.
ment, they would obtain it by their
own strength ; and let hon. gentlene,
froni the Province of Quebec on the
other side of the House remermber thi:
the electors of that Province wou
soon give their views as to the shame-
fui marner in which they had bee:
treated by this Government. The
hou. tihe -Minister of Inland 1h.
venue, in order to strengthen W',
position, Vont oni to say that it wouil
not be within the power of the Brih-i
Parliarent to interfere should the Go%.
ernor-General dismiss to-day the pre-
sent Government and dissolve Par.-
lianent. For the same reason that Le
(Mr. Langevin) condenned the ar-t o
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Pio-
vince of Quebec, would he condemnii
an act of this kind ; unless, as he hai
st ated, there was a strong and suprew
reason to justify it, one which con-
cerned the first law, the safety ofthe
State. To believe for a single niomen
that the hon. gentlemen who sat on
the Treasury benches, would S'il
mit tamely to an act of thi,
kind by any Governor-General of thi
country, who would dismiss them onlv
for such reasons as Mir. Letellier had
given, and that they would not appea
to the British Parliament, to ler Mo
Gracious Majesty, for redress, WoIJ1
be absurd ; it would not be buman
nature. They would be the firrt tô
denounce the Governor-General; meet-
ing after meeting would be callei
petitions would be signed in every
parish, village, concession, in ever
range of these parishes, and would
sent to the Queen and to the louse 0

Commons, asking for the recall Of thc
Governor-General who had coimmittei
such an act. However, the hon. gew
tleman did not thus feel just Dow'
because that act had been cofamitte
against the rights and liberties Of th
Province by one of their own frienlds
But that was narrowing the questiO'
too much ; these gentlemen shoud
rise above party considerations of tha
kind. They should remember t
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this was not a question of to-day alone,
nor o.:e which would affect them
ajonc, but it was a question
which would affect the future

f this country, Let hon. gen-
:leenT suppose the same thing should
occur in the other Provinces. Suppose
hew lon. Mr. Archibald, Lieutenant-

Governor of the Province of Nova
sotia Lad, undei similar circuin-
stances, disnissed his Ministry and
ýa1ed in another set of men of the
;pposite party, which was in the
minority in the lIouse of Representa-
:es, would not they bc the first to

that that Lieutenant-Governor,
:tppointed by the late Government of
Canada, had committed an outragze
on the Constitution and should
le recalled, and a Liberal Gov-
trnor sent to replace him. lion. gen-
Ilemen from other Provinces would
lcl as the majority of Quebec did, if
their Provinces had been summarily
treated. The people of Quebec werc
patient, but they knew their rights,
and they wanted to hand them down to
their children. For this reason they
had come bere to demand protection to
both louses of Parliament, to the
representatives of Her Most Gracions
Majcsty. By that petition they had laid
a great grievance before Parliament,
and his right hon. friend had placed

efore the House the motion under con-
sideration. This question was not a
party one. Was there a censure on
the bon. gentlemen opposite ? No
they might have put a censure in it,
had they thought proper to make it a
party question. But, this motion con-
sidered only the act of the Lieutenant-
Governor of Quebee, and said it was an
unwise aet, one destructive of the great
principles of Responsible Government.
If hon. gentlemen voted against it,
they would thereby say that Mr.
Letellier's act was a wise one, and by
doing as ho had done he had acted
according to the great principles of
Responsible Government. It would be
for such hon. gentlemen a dark day
when they would have to go and ex-
plain such a vote to the electors of the
Province of Quebee. The principles
of the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue were, Of course, the principles
of the hon. the First Minister.The First Minister spoke first, and the
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Mlinister of Inland Revenue followed.
It was quite natural that the latter
should follow in the footsteps of the
Minister of Public Works, under whom
he acted as a Minister. But lie should
have remembered that before being a
Minister, he was a representative of
the people of the Province of Quebec ;
he should have remembered that he
was nlot here to favour the First Min-
ister's views, but to defend the Consti-
tution of his own Province, and, by
def-ending that Constitution -and that
people, lie was dbnding t ho Constitu-
tions and the people of ail the Pro-
vinces. The bon. the First Minister
1iad said he had no right to condemn
the Lieutenant-Governor. If the hon.
the First Minister were able
to defend his late colleague,
his friend whom ho had appointed to
preside over the Government of the
Province of Quebec, would ho not
have donc so'? Yes. le was too
good a friend to his friends not to de-
fend Mr. Letellier if lie could. IlIe
once said: " I always defend my
officers and employés, high or low,
who are under or appointed by me,
until they are found guilty." If ho
could defend Mr. Letellier, one of the
highest officers whom ho cotild ap-
point, why did ho not do it ?

MR. MACKENZIE : Do you call the
Lieut.-Governor an employé ?

Ma. LANGEVIN: I caul hin an
employé, an officer of high position.
An employé is a person employed
and paid for filling an office ; lie may
be a clerk, a stipendiary magistrate, or
a police officer, or ho may be a sub-
chiefof a department or a Lieutenant-
Governor.

MR. MACKENZ E: O' a Judge.

MR. LANGEVIN: No. The law
had made Judges independent, thank
God, of hon. gentlemen opposite. Yes;
ho thanked God they were independent
of any Government. He did not de-
sire to insinuate that hon. gentlemen
opposite were endeavouring to tamper
with the judiciary of this country. If
ho could substantiate such a chag e,
ho would in bis place in Parliament,
ask for the appointment of a Com-
mittee of investigation, and it would
not be refused. But thank God, the
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Judges of the Dominion are indepen-
dent of the Governmentand ho used the
term in a broad sense. The Lieut.-Gov-
ernor of Quebec was not independent
of the present Government at Ottawa.
He was independent only so long as he
rermamned within the limits of the Con-
stitution; but if he violated the Con-
stitution, it was for the Dominion Gov-
ernment to talke the matter in hand
and impeach him. The Constitution
even went further, and laid down that
the Lieutenant-Governor might be
dismissed by the Governor General in
Council, but that the causes of the dis-
missal must be signified to Parliament
within a certain specified time. That
showed the Constitution was intended
to keep the Lieutenant-Governors in
check, and within its bounds. Suppose
the Lieutenant.Governor of Quebec
determined to leave the Province for
two months without obtaining leave of
absence,would hon. gentlemen opposite
not interfere, dismiss him, and purish
him? They would not hesitate to do
so, because ho would have neglected to
perform bis duty. He would ask the
hon. the Premier what he would think
if Ilis Excellency tho Governor-Gen-
eral, who was such an admirable
scholar, and used such admirable lan-
guage, were to call the Ministry to
account for their bad spelling and
defective grammar ? True, it migbt
not be their fault, but if the Governor-
General had acted on the principle that
directed Mr. Letellier, lion. gentlemen
opposite would not now be in power.
It the Address submitted yesterday
were to be critized paragaph by para-
graph, with the grammar, the Minis-
tors, ho was very much afraid, would
have to resign their seats. The House
could not perceive how far
the Lieutenant-Governor of Que-
bec had proceeded of bis own accord,
and how far ho had been badly advised,
because there must have been some one
behind the throne advising him. He
had not done that act by himself
alone. He had had irresponsible
advisers to direct him. Some one had
strengthened bis nerves in order to
enable him to dismiss his Ministers.
But when ho called Mr. Joly to the
head of affairs, and before a new Gov-
ernment had beei formed, the repre-
sentatives of the people by a large
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majority-43 or 44 out of 65 member.-
declared that they had full confidence.
in Mr. De Boucherville's Administra-
tion. They passed an Address to the
JLieutenan t-Governor. asking hlim tr>
retrace his steps, and not commit the
unconstitutional act that was bein<r
carried out at that moment. Thev
went further. Mr. Joly had not been
in office for an hour befoi e the repre-
sentatives of the people, assembled in
the Legislature, declared that hiis
Administration had not their coi-
fidence, and that the only men that
possessed their confidence were the ite
Administration. But Mr. Leiellier
having passed the -Rubicon, was bouid
to go forward. The Legislature had,
therefore, been dissolved, and the elee-
tors were now called upon to give their
decision. They had not yet ascer-
tained how the Press and people of'
England viewed the question. lc
had no doubt, howeve-, that if it we'e
taken up by the great Constitutional
authorities, they would declare that
the act of Mr. Letellier was most un con-
stitutional, and such as could not be
committed without bis being censured
and punished, that it was antagoListic
to the British Constitution, that it was
a violation of the Constitution of the
Province of Quebec, and of their rights,
privileges and liberties, and that Mr.
Letellier should be condemned for
attempting to take the law in his own
hands, or rather fori making a law for
himself. Ho would quote a passage, a
very i mportant passage, from Bagehot,
on the Constitution of England.
Bagehot said :

" The Queen can hardly now refuse a de-
feated Minister the chance of dissolution, anY
more than she can dissolve in the time Of an
undefeated one and without bis consent. Anl
no monarch should dissolve Parliament against
the will and interest of the Ministry which is
in power. No doubt the King can dismiss
such a Ministry and replace it by another Ad-
ministration, whose advice to dissolve Parlia-
ment he should take, but even with this
precaution to act thus towards a Minister
which had a strong majority in Parliamen1,
would be to strike a blow which it is alnOst

impossible to suppose. We aonot believe that
Queen Victoria herself in spite of the popularity
and respect by which she is surroiunded, to l
greater extent perhaps than any of ber prede-
cessors, would ever have recourse to such a
measure. What would be thoüght if she should
venture to reason thus: 'The Whigs are m
majority in the existing Parliament, but I
think that the country would favour a Tory
Administration. Let us, therefore, dissolve
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Parliament, and see if the cmntry will not
-elect a Parliament of opposite opinions to those
which prevail in the present Parliament.
What would be thonglit of this ? No English-
man can dream even of a c ttastrophe of this
nature, but it to them appears to belong to the
phenomena of a world altogetber different
from that which he inhabits. In practice, in
England the Sovereign considers himself
obliged to follow the advice of the Ministry
which the House of Commons desire to remain
in power. Ail prerogtives at variance with
this principle have fallen into disuse, but the
Sovereign may accord to the Ministry the
opportunity of securing by an appeal to the
people a majority which is denied it in the
Ilouse of Commons; but to strike from bebind,
so to speak, and strangle by means of an appeal
to tbe country, a Ministry sustained by Par-
lianient, would be an event which no longer
enters into the calculation, although in former
Years instances of this occurred in our an-
nals.'

Mr. Bagehot asked what would be
thought if the Queen or King was to
reason in this manner: " The Whigs
have a majority in the present Parlia-
ment, but I believe the country is
fivourable to the Tories. I will dis-
miss the Whig Ministry, choose a Tory
Ministry, and, afterwards, dissolve Par-
liament to ascertain whether the people
will not clect a Parliament holding
contrary opinions to the present Par-
liament." That was exactly what Mr.
Letellier lad done. He had not found
the Whigs in power with a majority in
the Legislature, but the Conservatives
in that position. The Lieutenant-
GJovernor said to himself: " The people
are favourable to the Liberals, I
vili therefore dismiss my Ministers ; I
will choose a Liberal Administration,
and then I will dissolve the Legisla-
ture in order to ascertain whether the
Province will not return a Legislature
holding opinions contraryto those of the
present Legislature." That was con-
deinnedI by the best constitutional au-
lhorities. He would also read an
extract from Lord Brougham's speech
um the debate on the lato Melbourne
Adiministration. Lord Broughani said:

" The noble duke asks, however, ' were not
Otner p"rson*s, as well as Lord G-rey, to judge

f ti' effects of Lord Aithorpe's removal-was
Viîg himself not tojudge ? I am perfectly
". tu met the noble duke on the point in-
A-d ia that observation ; it is indeed, my

L erdu, one essential to the present question -I
mean the nature of the Crown's prerogative of
chiosing and changing its servants. It is the
,ldoubted, the unquestioned pow,'r of theCrown to do so: that I set out with ; but let

exunine what is the meaning of this propo-
Stan, in order to apply it, and let us see how

that prerogative is founded, in order to per-
caive how it is limited. lu every State the
public seî vice must bo provided for, and offi-
cers nust be appoined by some one. Our
constitution-that of a limited and hereditary
monarchy-will not allow the principle, gen-
erally speaking, of election, either as regards
the highest office of ail, or as rega'ds the in-
ferior offices of the Ministry; descentprovides
for the one, selection for the other; and se-
cordingly, in some one power of the State, the
nomination to those lcffices must be vested.
In whom is it rested ? Ia the King. But it is
a power exercised for the good of the
people. It is not to be dealt with capriciously
-it is no to be used as an amusement-it is
not to be plaved with-not to be employed as
a man would the power which lie has of send-
ing off one servant without notice, to gratify
his own whims, and cboosing another. A man
might exercise this power of arbitrary dis-
missal if lie pleased, and he would be the
worst served ; he would be the loser ; but he
alone would be the injured party; bis interest
alone would suffer. But the King holds the
power in question, not for bis own gratification
-not at ail for his own purposes. It is not he
that is to be injured or to be benefitted by the
exercise of it. He is not a party to the risk-
he is not a party to the gain or the loss att2n-
dant on the exercise of the power-he is a
trustee--he is himself a public servant-he is
appointed and empowered for the benelt of bis
people. The trast which he exercises is
wholly for their 3ake. It is not because some
one shiould say, ' Turn out this person and get
another,' that lis power is to be therefore put
in operation. He is not to place and displace
his servants because somebody miy say, 'Lord
this is better than Lord that,' or because some-
body else may cry, ' Oh, do turn out these
men, and just let us have the Duke again.'
That is not the theory of the Constitution-
that is not the condition on which the power
exists-that is not the tenure by which the
power is holden. So long as this power is ex-
ercised as it ought to be, it will be safely
holden - and no one would think of question-
ing its foundation, or objecting to its exis-
tence, or of wishing to restrict it ; but it must
be exercised soundly, publicly,and on stateable
grounds. No Sovereign of this country bas a
right,by the Constittion-(and your lordships
will be pleased to observe that, in speaking of
the Sovereign, I speak, of course, only of his
advisers, using his name merely to avoid cir-
cumlocution, and, in reNrence to the present
occasion, be it always remembered that those
who succeeded my noble friend were, in point
of fact, and of constitutional law, the advisers
of the Crown, as I have already showa)-the
Sovereign, I say, bas no right-by the Consti-
tution it is illegal-it is prohibited to the
Crown-it is a wrong, an unlawful, a criminal
act-toexercise that high fanction oif dismiss-
ing its Minister; and cloosiug oth.ers, unless
on grounds capable of b ing stated and de-
fended.

That was aï strong language as could
be founi to have boen used on any
question that had come before Parlia-
ment; and it might abnoit bc thought
that this speech of' Lordi Br'oughîan
had been prepared for delivery on thi-
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occasion. Ur. Letellier had no right
to take the action he did. He had
even acknowledged that the Constitu-
tion did not give him that right; on
the contrary, he was bound to keep his
Ministers and abide by the decision of
the electors. If he thought his Minis-
ters had lost the confidence of the Pro-
vince, after having been three
years in office, though they
had a large majority in the
Legislature, he might say so to them,
and send them back to the people.
They would have had a chance of ex-
plaining their p osition to the pubiic
and the electors, who would have then
decided whether this minority had
their confidence or not. But no. l is
Ilonour the Lieut.-G-overnor of the
Province of Quebee said: " No ; I will
bring my own friends into power,
though they number orly 22 or 21 in
the louse out of 65; I wili give them
power and patronage, and all the in-
fluence that the use of patronage can
give them, and office and titles, and
the opportunity of electing a majority
for themselves, though the present
majority in the House is in favour of
another Government; I want a Liberal
majority in the new louse." His
Honour had no right to do that, and
this was the reason why thiey said
the Lieut.-Governor hnd violated the
principles of our Constitution. When
Fox died, what w-as donc ? Lord
Brougham gave themt this example to
show what respect they had in Eng-
land, and what respect we should have
for the great principles of lesponsible
Government:-~

"Mr. Fox died on the 13th of September,
1806, there being amhplepotice of his approach-
ing end for two months bef re, in consequence
of the operation he was obliged to undergo.
There wms no hurry, neither public nor secret
advisers, nor illustrious dukes were taken bv
surprise. Did His Majesty, then, on the 14th
of September, on the death of Mr. P ox, act as
his present Majesty on the 14th of November
last was advised to do on the death of Earl
Spencer? Did those great st-tesmen who
counselled George 111 -experienced, sage,
eminent and discreet men as they were-so
wel versed in the theory and practice of the
Constitution, so skilled withal in the arts ot
Uabinet-making,-ever think of advising him,
because Mr. Fox was dead, instantly to turn
out the Whig Administration ? No such thing:
no such advice was given ; the Ministers were
allowed to remain in office tilt the end of
March following; not frn, any want of incli-nation to turn them out: on the contrary.

MR. LANGEVIN.

there was every inclination, steadily, unremit-
tingly, uninterrnptedly manifested to employ
any opportuni ty that could be taken advantage
of for dismissing them; but they were allowed
to remain in office six months long..r, because
the Constitution would not allow them to be
turned out without some assignable cause.
hay, the King even allowed them to dissolve
the Parliament after the death of Mr. Fox,
although he very plainly must have foreseen
that a second dissolution would thus be soon
rendered necessary, and he only removed
thém in March, when the Catholic questiot,
occurred to create a disagreement."

So the great principles of the Constitu-
tion of England and of our Constitu-
tion in this particular were well under,
stood in England and by all their
statesmen, and by all those who had
made a study of constitutional law.
le must say that these great prinei-
pies must be understood by the hon.
gentlemen on the Treasury benches
and the hon. the First Minister, be-
cause the hon. gentleman had not had
the courage to say that Mir. Letellier
was right. Itf the hon. gentleman
had thought that Mr. Letellier wa,ý
right, he would not hesitate a moment
to say so; but, in order that hon. gen-
ttemen might not have to condemn his
friends and injure the Joly Govern-
ment in their elections in the Province
of Quebec, the hon. gentleman said
be was not there either to defend or
condemn the Lieutenant-Governor or
the Province of Quebec. This was
not conduct worthy of the position 0f
the hon. gentleman. The question of
partizanship should not be considerel
under the circumstances. The great
principles of our Constitution should
alone be what should be defended, anI
alone be what should have the attel-
tion at the present moment of the hon.
gentlemen who sat on the Treasury
benches. These hon. gentlemen shoulld
say : "Although Mr.Letellier had been
a colleague of ours, although he was a
Liberal Mnister, and although he is :a
Liberal Lýeutenant-Governor, never-
theless be bas committed an act which
is censurable and which must be col-
demned and punished, and though h3
bas to be condemned and punisfied he
shall not be allowed to violate the Con-
stitution." The Lieutenant-Governor of
the Province of Quebec dismissed his
Ministers by a letter dated the lst of
March, 1879, the last paragraph of
which was as follows:-
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" For all these reasons, therefore, the Lieu-
t .nant-Governor cannot conclude this memo-
r indum without expressing to the Premier
tle regret he feels in being no longer able to
r.tain him in his position, contrary to the
r:ghts and prerogatives of the Crown."

The Lieutenant-Governor, whon lie
dismissed bis Ministers, gave them bis
reasons in t'iis letter. These reasons
werc few in number. Some of them
were very futile, and ail of them had
been refuted by his late Ministers ;
irst, by the Hon. Mr. Angers, and
subsequently in a letter transmitted to
the Governor-General, which was be-
fore the House. In this letter the
Hon. Mr. DeBoueherville defended bis
position, and showed how His Honour
the Licutenant-Governor was mis-
taken, to use no stronger word, as to
the reasons he gave, not on the lst of
March, 1878, when he dismissed bis
Ministers, but in another letter which
lis Honour addressed to the Governor-

General, eighteen days afterwards, on
the 19th March, 1878. His Honour
liad recoverea bis senses a little by this
time; he saw the indignation which
his rash act bad aroused from one end
of the country to the other, and that
this feling of indignation was niot con-
fined to the Province of Quebec, but
extended frora one end of the Domin-
ion to the other, being condemned by
all who were not blinded by their par-
tizan views. His Honour found that
the reasons he gave and laid be-
fore the Legisiature of the Pro-
vince of Quebec would not hold
vater; and, consequently, le haid to
tid new views and new reasons in
irder toi pCp up bis previous document
which lie had laid before the public ;
therefore. on the 19th of March,eighteen days afterwards, lis Honour
wrote tio the Governor-General a letter,
n which he gave a number of addi-

tional reasons as baving determined
him to dismiss bis Ministers. Bat ail
this was au after-thought. No doubt
Mr. Jo!y and bis colleague found that
the document by wbich His Ilonour
had dismirssed bis Ministers was so
weak anI fecble that they could not go
to the country on the strength of it.
They were afraid that this document,
(oming before this House and betore
lis Ecelilency the Governor-General

Would not allow this Administration to
aeep Mr. Letellier in office ; and,

therefore, no doubt, they advised His
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor to
strengthen his position; and one could
see, from this fact, that these Ministers
said to the Lieutenant-Governor: "Now,
Your Honor,do not be uneasy; only give
us a little lime, and we will arrange
matters for you and prepare such a
fine legal paper that will strengthen
your position and enable you to stand
well with the Ministers at Ottawa, so
that they will have no reason to con-
demn you, and that we may have a
platform to go upon to the country."
This was why this letter of the 19th of
March was written to His Excellency
the Governior-General. le believed
that it was laid befôre the louse on
the 26th or 27th of March,and as soon am
Mr. DeBoucherville saw it, he address-
ed to the Governor General a paper,
dated Ottawa, 2nd of April, and in it
Mr. DeBoucherville met step by step
ali the allegations, ail the affirmations
and ail the charges made by the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, or by bis advisers for
him, but to which His Honour put his
signature. This document was rather
lengthy, and ho (Mr. Langcvin) must
be excused by the House, if ho consid-
ered it for a lew moments. The first
document to be considered was the first
letter of Mr. Letellier to bis Ministers,
dated the 1st of March, in
which lis Hlionour re-affirmedi
aid brought against them the charge
of overlooking the prerogatives of the
Crown. What did His Honour say in
his letter? Hie stated:-

"The Lieutenant-Governor, taking into
consideration the communication made to him
verbally (on the 27th February) by the
Premier, and also taking into consideration the
letter which the Premier then gave to him, is
prepared to admit that there had been no in*
tention on the part of the Premier to slight
the prerogatives of thie Crown, and that there
was only on his part an error, committed in
good faith. in the interpretation that he gave
to words used by the Lieutenant-Governor. in
the interview which they had on the 19th
Februarv instant."

If there was only un erior coamittel
by the Government, and if the Lieu-
tenant-Governor looked upon this act
as one which could be overlooked, and
ab he had in reality overlooked it, why
should any fuirther notice be taken of
it ? Continuing on the same subject
lis lonour stated:-
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" Withthis interpretation and the instruc-
tions given in cousequence by the Premier to
the Hon. Messrs. Angers and Church, these
gentlemen did not, wittingly, do anything
against the duties of their office."

If an error was committed, surely this
error was not such an one as to require
the dismissal of the Ministry. Besides,
Ilisilonour forgot that he had condoned
it; lie said that there was Do desire, no
intention of committing tlis error. It
was comnitted., but in the same way as
that poor word was placed in the infi-
nitive instead of in a tense in another
mood. Surcly this error vas not a
crime. Bat, no; lis Ilonour held to
his position and declared that this
crr-or, though simply an error, and
though he had forgiven it, was a crime;
and that for these great crimes and
misdemeanors his Ministers must go
out of office. Farther on, the Lieu-
tenant Goveinor made the following
complaint :-

" From time to time, since the last Session
of the Legislature, the Lieutenant-Governor
has drawn the attention of the Premier to sev-
eral subjects regarding the interests of the Pro-
vince of Quebec, among others: 1st. The
enormous expenditure occasioned by very large
subsidies to several railways while the Pro-
vince was burdened with ihe construction of
the great railway from Quebec to Ottawa,
which sbould take precedence of the others;
and this, when the state of our finances
obliged us to undertake loans disproportioned
to our revenue. '

How did Mr. DeBoucherville meetthis
complaint? He said that those laws
respecting those railways were passcd
by a previous Administration ; that ho,
therefore, *as only carrying out mea-
sures passed by another Government ;
that, while lie was in office, and since,
Mr. Letellier had been Lieutenant-
Governor, the DeBoucherville Govern-
ment had not added one dollar to the
expenses of the country with regard to
railway construci ion ; and that, there-
lore, lis IHonour could not properly
bring this forward as an excuse for the
dismissal of his Ministers on the ground
of their having incurred enormous ex-
penditure,owing to the grantir.gofvery
large subsidies towards several railways
undertaken in the Province, besides
the building of the great railway to
Ottawa. All these subsidies had been
voted by the previous Governient and
House prior to the appointnent of Mi-.
Letellier as Lieutenan -oaernor, and

MR. LANGEVIN.

therefore His Honour could not com-
plain of his Ministers en this connection.
His Honour had kept them in office for a
year and a half, while Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor and, during that period, he had
not complained of this; these laws were
passed previous to his appointment,
and, therefore, lis Honour could not
bring them up now against this Minis-
try. But this was only in keeping
with the second complaint of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor. His Honour frequent-
ly complained as to the necessity of re-
ducing the expenses, and said that he
had directed the attention of his Minis-
ters to the necessity for reducing the
expenses of civil government and leg.
islation, wi thout having recourse to new
taxes, in order to thus avoid financial
embarrassment. The law with respect
to the increase of the salaries of the
Civil servants was, however, passed two
years previously, in 1876; and how
could IIisHonour complain of this when
the Government was only carrying a
law passed in 1876, in effect, a year
before lis Honour became Lieutenant.
Governor ? Wore his Ministers not to
obey the law ? The law was there; it
was not devised for the Civil Service
alone. Itwas also made for the masses.
It had to be obeyed by the Ministers
and by Mr. Letellier himself, no matter
how high bis position was, because Mr.
Lotellier must understand that the law
was for everybody; and that he could
not, though he had tried it, place bis
personality and power and will, over
and above the law of the country. The
De Boucherville Governmont bad the
right, and they were bound to see that
this law was executod, and to use the
wordsof his hon. friend (Mr. Masson),
it was none of Mr. Letellier's business,
if the Legislature of the Province of
Quebec thought proper to give 10, 15,
20, or 50 per cent. more to the Civil
servants. This money was not Mr. Le-
tellier's money, it was not the moncy of
the Crown, but the noney of the people ;
and if the people thought proper to vote
thoir money and to give it in this way to
the Civil servants of the Crown, the
Crown had only to thank the people for
their liberality and generosity, and to
execute the law that had been passed.
If' the Crown could set aside the
laws passed by both Houses of Parlia-
ment, then our Responsible Goverl
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irent and Constitution would come to
nothing, bcause the Crown alone
would rule the country. But the old
constitutional authorities said that the

vaw was made not onlv for the Com-
mons, not only for the House of Lords,
b'ut the law was made for the Sovereign
himself. Queen Victoria, our most
gracious Queen, had shown, during her
long and glorious reign of over forty
years, that she understood the great
principles of our Constitution. The
will of the people, as expressed by
their representatives, had always been
respected. Whenever votes of money
had been given by the people through
Parhanent, the Queen had been most
Ltiankful to her faithful Commons,
and it was left for Mr. Letellier to do
othenvise, and violate the Constitution
of the country.

It being six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.
PRIVATE BILL.

TIIIRD READING.

The following Bill was read the
thir'd tine and passed:-

(No. 7.)-Respecting the Ontario Express
and Transportation Coinpany.-(Mr. Oliver.)

VICTORIA ELIZABETH LYON DIVORCE
BILL.-[BILL No. 74.]

(Mi. Cameron.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.

Motion agreed to on the followinge
division :C

Ar chibald,

aertram,
ggar,

-rden,
orron,
- man,

r'ouse,

amneron,
tampbel, Carmuichael,
Ch ur ch,

Messieurs
Kirk,
Kirkpatrick,
Little.
Mtlcl)oogall(S. Renfrew)
.lcKay (Colchester),
Mackenzie,

Mc Callumn,
x1 cCraney,

McG regor,
Metcalfe,
Mitebell,
Moutexth,
(liver,
Or t on,

Dymond, Paterson,
Farrow, Pettes,
Ferguson, Pickard,
Ferris, Ross (West Middlesex',
F leming, Ross (Prince Edward),
Flsher, Schultz,
Fraser, Scriver,
Galbraith, Sinclair,
Gibbs (North Ontario),Snider,
Gibbs (South Ou tario),Thompson (Cariboo),
Gillies, Trow,
Goudge, Wallace (Albert).
Guthrie, White (East Hastings),
Iliginbotham, Wright (Pontiac),
Kerr, Young.--80.

NA Ys:

Messieurs
Baby,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Bourassa.
Bourbeau,
Brown,
Caron,
Casgrain,
Cheval,
Cimon,
Costigan,
Cuthbert,
Delorme,
Desjardins,
De St Georges,
De Veber,
Devliu,
Dugas,
Fiset,
Geoffrion,
Gibson,
Gill,
Harwood,
Hurteau,
Irving,

Jette,
Jones (Halifax),
Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Lang'evin,
Lanthier,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Cornwall,
Mc Donald(CapeBreton)
McDougall (Three

Rivers),
Malouin,
Masson,
Méthot,
M ontplaisir,
Pinsonneault,
Pouliot,
Robitaille,
Short,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Westmoreland',
St. Jean,
Taschereau,
Wade.-48.

THE QUEBEC CRISIS.

Mit. LANGEVIN said before Becess
it was his intention to catl the atten-
tion of the bouse to the memorandum
or letter addres-'ed by Mr. DeBoucher-
ville, the late First Minister of the
Province of'Quebee, to Ris Excellency
the Governor-Geineral, refutin.g the
charges made against him by the
Lieutenant-Governor. The iirst of
tLese charges made by Mr. Lotellier
in his second memorandum, was as
follows:-

"During the Session of 1876, a Bill had been
read three times in one of the two branches cf
the Legislature, and only twice in the other.
This Bil, bearmng all the certificates whieh
were necessary to induce me t.> believe that
it had been regularly passed and adopted,
was submitted to me by the Premier for my
sanction. In consequence of being left in
ignorance of these facs by my advisers, I
sanctioned the Bill. Not long afterwards I
was informed of the irregu"arity, and I imme-
d ately spoke of it to tre Premier. I made
the observatiox that such an Act would entail
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too ser*ous consequences toallow of its being
passed over. As a favor to him, however, I
passed over this instance of irregular legisla-
tion, which was then irreparable."

Mr. DeBoucherville answered this
charge by stating that the Bill was
passed three times in the regular way;
but it had been sent to the Lower
House or Legisiative Assembly, and
was passed there twice at the end of
the Session. The Clerk marked by
mistake on the back of it, that it had
been read three times and passed, and
it was sent back, amongst other Bills,
to the Upper House. Along with
others, it was then forwarded to
the Lieutenant-Governor and signed.
After it had received the Lieutenant-
Governor's assenit, the Hon. Mr. Ang ers
found that the Bill had only been
passed twice in the Lower House, and
Mr. DeBoucherville having called the
attention of the Lieutenant-Governor
to the inatter, it was referred to the
then Minister of Justice bore, the hon.
member for North Bruce, with the
intention of having the Bill disallowed.
The Minister of Justice reporte I that
it was blank paper, and it vas not, in
con.sequen're, inserted in the Statutes,
so that no harn was donc. He (Mr.
Langevin) must say that this was a
very poor charge for Mr. Letellier to
bring agaiinst his Ministers, and there
was no reason why they should have
been dismissed on so slight a pretext.
le wonld asik the hon. the First Min-
ister and his colleagues if it would be
right for the Gov-ernor-Gencral to dis-
miss his Ministry because a mistake
had been made by a clerk without
their connivance. So mueh for the
first charge. 'l hie second charge was,
that, during the sane Session, aniotiier
Bill was submitted to the Lieutenant.
Governor for bis sanction, and, on ex-
amining it, he found there was a blank
whici had not been filled up. In a
letter to the Premier the Lieutenant-
Governor pointed out the omission,
and also pointe I ont that a certain
word was in the infinitive iaood.
When this second charge wa>, read by
outsiders, what vould thev think of a
Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec who
complained that, in a 3ill passed by
the Legislative Assenby and Coune:l
of Quebce, a blank was left, which
omission was corrected by another

MR. LANGEVIN.

Bill ? Yet, though both these Billsý
were sanctioned by the Lieutenant-
Governor, he brought forward these
charges as an excuse for dismissing his.
Ministers. If hon. members looked
inîto the Statute-book, they would find
that, more than once, Bills passed dur-
ing a Session have been amended dur-
ing the same Session. What ground,
then, had Mr. Letellier, to dismiss his
Ministry ? If this House were of
opinion that the Lieutenant-Governror
had acted rightly, posterity would give
a very different verdict. The next
charge was with reference to the ap-
pointment of a new Municipal Coun-
cillor for the South Ward of the village
of Montmagny. No w, it appeared that,
on a recommendation of the Attorney-
Gencral, it was decided to make the
appointment. But, wh,.t were tho
faets ? A municipal election havingr
been contested, it was decided by the
Court of Justice that a new election
should take place. A day was fixed,
and a gentleman appointed by the
Court to preside over the clection. As,
however, that gentleman afterwards
refused to preside, for wanL of the
notices required by law, another per-
son was, by the vote of a meeting, put
in his place, and a new Councillor
selected. The person originally ap-
pointed by the Court to preside over
the meeting wrote to the Lieutenant-
Governor, stating that the election was
nuil and void, because the formalities
required iad not been attended to. A
report was then prepared by the At-
torney-General, and sent to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, who appointed za
Municipal Councillor. After th-i
there w-as a qdarrel in thne Municipal
Council; and the Lieutenant-Governor
becoming alarmed that there would be
a breach of the peace, gave instrue-
tions that the appointment should be
recalled. The Attorner-General was
appealed to, and he said the advice he
had given should not, in his opinon,
be changed, because it was tho
advice which,under the law, he ought t>
give. Nevertheless,as the Lieut.-G)v-
ernor insisted so strongly, the First
Minister and his colleagues said "VerY
well we wll give away," and so an
Order in Council was passed recalling
the appointment. Now, although Mr.
Letellier's wishes were acccded to i
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this matter, be brought forward this
charge as a reason for dis-
missing the Ministry. Was that proper,
was that worthy of his position ? But
still another charge was made against
Mr. DeBoucherville. Mr. Letellier
said:-

"On the 19th March, 1877, being on the
eve of absenting myself for a few days, I wrote
to the Hon. Mr. Chapleau, and in a postscript I
said : Please oblige me by telling the Premier
that if he needs my concurrence, Mr. Gauthier
may bring down to me the documents requir-
ing mysignature. Mr. DeBoucherville should
have understood from that, that if I was ready
to give hîm my concurrence, it was on condi-
tion of having all documents submitted to me
before signing them."

Mr. DoBoucherville showed by com-
comparing dates, that this postscript re-
lated to the Montmagny election case,
and that evidently Mr. Letellier's mem-
nry hereagain was at fault. This charge,
therefore, fell through, and disappeared
like snow before the rays of the sun.
It was not worth mentioning. The
iifth charge brought against his
advisers was as follows:-

"Under date of the 6th of November last, I
addressed to the Honourable M. DeBoucber
vile the letter, of which the following is a
Copy :

(Priva'e.)
" 'QUEBsc, 6th Nov 1877.

TuE Ilox. C. B. DEBOUCHERVILLE,
" ' Premier.

'MY DEAR DEBOUCHERVILLE,-In the last
Official Gazette were published, over my signa-
ture, two Proclamations which I had not
signed.

"' One was for the summoning of Parliament,
which I reserved in order to confer with vou ;
the other, which I did not eveu sec, appoints a
day of Thanksgiving.

'These procedings, the nature of which I
Fhall not characterize, are productive, apart
Irm their imîpropriety, of nullities which you
Will easily understand."

" ' Yturs very truly

"'(Signed) LETELLIEi.'

It appeared to him (Ur. Langevin)
that the Lieut.-Governor of thç Pro-
vnce of Quehee had no legitimate
grounds for making this statement
The proclamation summoning the Leg-
islature was not published until the
24th November ; the proclamation of
the th iNovember was purely and
simply to prorogue Parliament to
another day. This document surely(*ould not have been written by the
Lieut.-Governor ; it had beeri written

by some one else, and the Lieutenant-
Governor, with the greatest confidence,
had put his nane to it. In ir, le-
accused bis advisers of haste, and
stated that they called Parliament
together lor the dispatch of business
witbout his sanction, on the 6th
November ; but it appeared tho procla-
mation of that date was not calling
Parliament together at all; it was the
ordinary formal proclamation, and was
signed by the Lieutenant-Governor
himself. And now about the pro-
elamation lor a Thanksgiving hay.
The Lieutenant-Governor savs that
one proclamation was put in without
being signed by him, and the other,
which he did not even see, appointed
a day of Thanksgiving. But Mr.
DeBoucherville answered thus:-

"As to the proclamation fixing a day of
Thanksgiving i have to remark that this was
the result of a communication from the
Premier of Canada, the Honourable Alexander
Mackenzie, to the Lieutenant-Governor, and
handed to me by His Honour with the
request that I would carry out the suggestion.
It will appear sufficiently strange under these
circumstanc-s, that I should be accused of
acting without his knowledge, even it the
clerical duty of obtaining his signature had
been omitted. I arn informed, however, that
in this case also, the Order in Council, as well
as the proclamation, were signed by Bis
Honotur, and are of record, bearing his signa-
ture, in the office of the proper officer."

Thus it appeared that the Lieutenant-
Governor received a communication
from the Government of Canada sug-
gesting a day to be fixed for Thanks-
giving Day, and when he read that
communication he calied in his First
Minister and requested him to carry
out the suggestion ; and yet lie said
it was donc without bis consent, while
the documents with his actual signa-
ture were now in the hands of th e pro-
per officer. Iow was this to be
accounited for? The Lieuterant-Gov-
ernor had evidently forgotten all about
this matter, or this document had been
drawn up by a stranger, and Mr.
Letellier had, with the fullest confid-
ence, put bis signature to it. le had
no doubt that by this time the Lieu-
tenant-Governor had found out that it
would have been better for him to keep
bis own Cabinet around him, and to bc
advised by them.

MR. DEVLIN Eaid le was sui e
the hon. gentleman must Le mistaken
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as to Ilte wisdlom of His Honour keep-
ing the old Cabinet.

M R. LANGEVIN said there was
another accusation against Mr. Letel-
ier's Miniisters brought forward by the

Lieutenant-Governor. Indeed, he did
not know wherc they would find an
end of these charges. This was how
Mr. Letellier spoke:-

" But my Lord, there is another point still
more unportant, which i cannot any longer
refrain fron mentioning.

" From the conversation which I have held
with Mr. DeBoucherville, there results a fact,
which, if it were known, would of itselt have
sufficientiy justified me in believing that he did
not possess the confidence of the people of this
Province."

Now, what confidence could there be
between the Ministers and the Gover-
nor, if those conversations between the
ruler and his advisers were to be
broight before the public in this
manner ? It had been thôught
these conversations were privil-
'eged and could not be made
use of by lhe Lieutenant-Governor
against the Ministers, or by the Min-
isters agai nst the Lieutenan t-Governor.
But it was becauso Mr. Letellier had
placed himself-in a false position that,
after months and months, ho must
needs bring up these private conver-
sations. Those who held odicial posi-
tion3, such as the Minister of Inland
Revenue, could best decide whether
Mr. Letellier was right in making such
conversations public; and if they
could be br'ought up at any time, thon
there could and would be no such thing
as confidence between the Ministry and
the Governor. lowever, Mr. Letellier
inferred, from this conversation ho
had with Mr. DeBoucherville, that Mr.
DeBouehervillo had not the confidence
of the people of the Province. The Leg-
islature was thon sitting, both Iouses
sustained Mr. DeBoucherville's Gov-
.ernment, and upon various measures
there Vere majorities of fron 15, 18,
20, and 25 out of a louise of 65 ; anld
-vet Mr. L ,telier said the, Ministry had
not the confidence of the countrv.
Even it ther ha t uot the confidence

ýot the counitry, Mr. Letellier haîd r.o
rio'hi to tako iich a couse, he had no
right to iniriige upon the rights of the
p)eple. He (tri'. Langevin) would
likb to go o1 with the clar'ge', but ho

Mu. I)EVLîx.

did not wish to fatigue the flouse. lie
had shown to the House that Mr.
Letellier was amenable to Parlia-
ment; that ho violated the great prin.
ciples of our Constitution; thathe had
trampled on the liberties, the rights
and privileges of the people; that the
will of the people, as expressed by their
representatives in Parliament, had been
overlooked and set aside by him. lie,
therefore, had only now to express his
deep and sincere regret that it was a
Liberal, a French-Canadian, a Liberal
Lieutenant-Governor, who had violated
the Constitution that had been giveri
by the Mother Country, and under
which we were so proud and happy to
live. He for one, bolonging to the same
race to which Mr. Letellier belong-
ed, must say that it deeply pained him
to think that, despite all he could sayor
do, despite all the motions that might
bc passed by the House, or this Parlia-
ment, the act of the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor of the Province of Quobec, of that
Liberal Lieutenant-Governor, of that
French-Canadian Lieuterant-Governor,
could not be destroyed. That act must
remain on record for all time to come,
that violation must remain there, the
name of that Lieutenant-Governor must
go down in the history of the Province,
in the history of this Dominion, ae-
companied, with what ? Mr. Leelliey
knew the history of the Province of
Queboc. He should have remembered
the histery of its struggles; he
should not have forgotten what hsp-
pened previous to 1837. He knew
enough of the history of L>wer Canada
to remember the venerated narnes ot
Papineau, Viger, Nelson, Panet, Bed-
ard, Boardages, Vailiè"e,-names
which were registered in our history
with veneration, names which our
poople never pronounced without the
greatest respect. But Mr. Letellier
had forgottcn all that; he ha t for-
go:ten that, for forty years, our f0re-
fathers hal fought agaiIst the
bureaucracy which hal weighed up')n
tlhem-. ie had forgotten those trobleS,
an i t hat those men had refused place,
honour and emohumonts. Why? i
ordIer to stand by the rights, the privi-
loges and the liberties of the people.
Mr. Latellier, a Freneh Canadian. one
of his (Mr. Laîngevin',) race. had for-
gotten the former Governors of the
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Province of Quebec, under the French
and English regimes, and that he was
bound, as their successor, not to act as
a tyrant, but to take, as many of them
liad done, the part of the people, and
protect the charter of their liberties.
lie should have remembered that the
names of Haldimand and Craig, Gov-
ernors of Lower Canada, had gone
down in bistory, accompanied with
the execration of the people, because
they had trampled on theirliberties and
had tried to destroy the rights and
privileges of the people. One of
iiem acted against all Law, against the
Constitution of the country ; he put
tside the guarantees the people had
for their liberties, and imprisoned
some of our best men. He (Mr.
Langevin) remembered that one ofhis
ancestors had been imprisoned in one
of those dungeons for nearly two
years. They had been imprisoned on
the pretext of treason, of plotting
against the King of England. This
happened in .810 ; but after the lapse
of two years, in 1812, our neighbours
across the line were in arms. The
Governor then found that bis (Mr.
Langevin's) ancestor, and the others
who had been imprisoned on the
ground of treason, wore good
and loyal men enough to give
them guns to fight the battles of
our country. They went to the fron-
tier, they defended our country, and
they never remembered the harsh,
cruel treatment they had received.
Mr. Letellier should have remembered
these things, and should not have fol-
lowed the example of Craig and Haldi-
inand, and not have allowed bis name
to go down to posterity coupled with
theirs. Unfortunately, he could not
help himself to-day ; his name would
be coupled with those names, and his-
tory would say that in, 1878 Lower
Canada found another Craig ; but that,
when the vote of the people was taken
on the 1st of May, 1878, they dismissed
that Craig, and sent him where Craigs
should go. The hon. the Lieutenant-
Governor of the Province of Quebec
should have remembered another
thing. le should have remembered
that, after the union of the Canadas,
the patriots of those days, the Lafon-
taines, tbe Tachés, the Morins, the
Nelsons, the Cartiers, and others, did

not hesitated for a moment to say to the
Governor, when he would not recog-
nize the great principles of the Consti-
tution, " We ]eave yon our portfol'os,
take our offices, our emoluments ; we
go into Opposition, we go again as
our forefathers did, to fight tho bat-
tles of our country, to defend our
people's liberties." They were four
ycars in Opposition,after which Lafon-
taine and Baldwin came into power and
governed the country in accordanee
with the great principles of our con-
stitution. But between ihose two
periods,the period when our forefat hers
were fighting, previous to 1>37, the
battles of our country in the halls of
Parliament, and the period when
Lafbntaine, Morin, Nelson, Cartier,and
others, were doing the same in Parlia-
ment under the union of the Canadas,
another period intervened. Mr. Letel-
lier knew of this period. lis res >ected
father had been tighting those batties
as well. He should have remembered
that his respected father would not have
approved of bis conduct. But if ail that
were not enough, the hon. the Lieu ton-
ant-Governor of the Province of
Quebec should have remembered that
in 1837 and 1838, the blood of eleven
of bis compatriots, Duquet, Decoigne,
Robert, the two Sanguinets, Car-
dinal, Hamelin, Narbonne, Nicolas,
Douais and DeLorimier had been shed
on the scaffold for the liberties of their
country. They had fought, not against
the Queen, but against those mon who
were trying to crush their liberties, to
prevent the large majority of the peo-
ple from having any share in publie
affairs. They had fought against that
minority which Mr. Letellier had put
in office at Quebec, and who wanted to
crush the people of that Province.
'lhat minority, when in office under
those Governors, would not allow the
people to have any voice in the affairs
of Lheir own country. The supplies
were refused, but those men took the
people's money without the sanction cf
a vote from their representatives. Tho
people considered the last resource left
them as British subjects, was to fight
that minority. Once more, they did
not take up arms against -enr Most
Gracious Queen, but they took then
against those leeches that were des-
troying their liberties. le (aIr. Lan-
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gevin) would quote what one of those
men who had perished on the scaffold,
DeLorimier, had said previous to his
exceution. le was sorry he could not
<quote the words in English. Ilere was
the quotation

'' Je meurs sans remords Je ne désirais que
le bien de mon pays dans l'insurrection, et son
indépendance ;mes vues et mes actions étaient
sincères, n'ont été entachés d'aucuns crimes
4ui déshonorent l'humanité et qui ne sont que
trop communs dans l'effervescence des passions
déchaînées. Depuis dix-sept ou dix-huit ans,
J'ai pris une part active dans presque touts
les mesures populaires, et t' ujours avec con-
viction et sincérité. Mes efforts ont etc pour
l'indépendance de mes compatriotes. Nous
avons été malheureux jusqu'à ce jour. La mort
a déjà décimé plusieurs de mes collaborateurs.
beaucoup sont dans les fers, un plus grand
nombre sur la terre de l'exil, avec leurs pro-
priótes détruites et leurs familles abandonnées
-sans ressources-à la rigueur des froids d'un
hiver canadien Malgré tant d'infortunes, mon
coeur entretient son courage et des espérances
pour l'avenir. Mes amis et mes enfants ver-
ront dm meilleurs jours ; ils seront libres, un
pressentiment certain, ma conscience tranquille
me l'assurent--voilà ce qui me remplit de joie,
lorsque tout n'est que désolation et douleur
autour de moi. Les plaies de mon pays se
cicatriseront ; après les malheurs de l'anarchie
et d'une révolution sanglante, le paisible
canadien verra renaître le bonheur et la liberté
sur le St. Laurent. Tout concourt a ce but,
les exécutions mêmes. Le sang et les larmes
versées sur l'autel de la patrie arrosent aujour-
d hui les racines de l'arbre que Pera flotter le
drapeau marqué des deux étoiles des Canadas.

i Quant à vous, mes compatriotes, puisse
mon exécution et celle de mes compagnons
d'infortune vous être utile. Je. n'ai plus que
quelques heures à vivre, mais j'ai voulu parta-
ger mon temps entre mes devoirs religieux et

es devoirs envers mes compatriotes, Pour
eux je meurs sur le gibet, de la mort infâme
du meurtrier ; pour eux je me sépare de mes
jeunes enfants, de mon épouse chérie, sans
autre appui que mon in d ustrie ; et pour eux je
meurs en m'écriant : Vive la liberté ! Vive
l'indépendance."

Mr. Letellier ntist have forgotten the
great labours and sacrifices of these
mon, their life-Niood shed for their coun-
try. lie should have remembered
that that blood which flowed in his
veins was tLe blood of the best men of
<mr Province,nen who were recognized,
even by Lord Durham, as men who
had a just cauîse and fought for their
eountry. Mr. Letellier had forgotten
all that, and his name would not go
down to posterity venerated, but would
go down attached to this great event,
as that of a traitor to his race, a traitor
to our liberties, a traitor to ou- bc-
loved country.

MR. LANGEVIN.

MR. JETTE said that, in rising to
offer a few remarks on the resolution
now under consideration, he could not
fail to remember that the right hon.
mover of that resolution had statcd
that he offered it in no party spirit.
and without ueing moved by partv
int erest. lie would, therefbre try ni4
to follov the example of some oi the
speakers who had preceded him, and
discussthis very important question in
the spirit in which it had been moved.
The hon. member for Sherbrooke (Mr.
Brooks) had said that this questionl
was of special importance to those
who, like him, represented in thi
louse the Jnglish minority of the
Province of Quebec. But it was stil
more i mportant to those who, like hin-
self (Mr. Jetté),represented the Freneh
minority in the Dominion of Canada.
The rights of the English minority ii
Quebec had been protected and as-
sured by the terms of theConstitution.
Thiose guarantees which had been asked
by lie English-speaking population of
the Province of Quebec, had been
granted them, not as a favour, but as a
right; and, as the hon. member for
Sherbrooke had acknowledged, no aU
tempt had ever been made tD deprive
them of those rights. It was a fact of
which French Canadians could be
proud-that they bad never shown any
illiherality towards any other race or
creed. ln this connection, he might
mention that for years past it was a
well-established and known fact thit
members speaking the English lan-
guage had been frequently returned
by French - speaking constitientS,
without any objection as to their
creed or nationality. HIe believ-
ed, therefore, the rights and pri-
vileges of the English-speaking
minority in Quebec were safe. But
the rights and privileges of the French
minority in the Dominion, might, by
this resolution, be impaired, according
to the view taken by the lonse. UP
to the present, the lino of argument
taken by the right hon. mover ot
the resolution had been closely fol-
lowed by all the speakers on the other
side. le found no fault with the
interpretation given by the right hon,
member to our Constitution, because it
was well known that when the Con-
stitution was under discussion, ho was
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tot in favour of the Federal system,
but of a Legisiative Union. The
.emarks he had offered fol lowed in the
amc strain, and would probaoly Jead

i the same result,if adopted, nanely,
1 destroy our Federal Constitution and
) substitute a Legislative Union. But

the right hon. inember for Kingston
was logical in so arguing, he (Mr.
.ieué) was surprised to sec the hlon.
memibers from the Province of Quebec
mke the saine view, and to find that
,e speeches of all the hon. gentlemen

zpposite had tended to demonstrate
lie fict established by the right hon.
member for Kin gston, that, according

îo the principles of the British Consti-
tution, the et of Governor Letellier
could not be defended ; that tlis Ilouse

da rigt to pass a condemnation on
, and that it was justly called to pass

.n opinion on and to cordemn that
:4. It had been shown that the
iritish Constitution for centuries past
was improving every day; that the

li ts of the people had been increased
:id the rights of the Crown diminished,
and from this starting point the
speakers on the other side of the
ilouse had come to the conclusion that
Parliament had the saine powers
asi were possessed by the House of
Commons in Engiand, and stood in
the same position towards the
Provinces as the British House
of Commons did towards the Colonies.
The hon. the Premier had taken ex-
ception to that view, and ho (Mr.
.etté) believed the exception was well
taken. Our Constitution was not that
)f England; it vas a limited Constitu-
i:on, a written Constitution, contained
in the British North America Act, not
one that had been created by time and
precedents. It was a treaty accepted
1y the different Provinces that agreed
upon it; a treaty which was afterwards
eonfirmed by the British Parliament.
It vas a limited Constitution and we
could not go outside of it, but must
accept it as we received it. To well
aippreciate and understand that Consti-
:ution we must carry ourselves back
:o the time when it was accepted by
this country. It would be remembered
especially by members of the old Par-

nament of Canada that in 1865 and
for years previous, great difficulties
had oceurred in the governmentfof

the two Provinces of Canada. A great
question was discussed, not only in
Parliament, but at the polls, niamely
that of representation by poj ulation,
which received the approvil of the
immense mîajority of the electors in
Ontario, while thoso of Quebec were
entirely opposed to the adoption of
such a systei. About that time the
concl usioni was aririved at ihat it was
inpossible to carry on tlhe govern
ment of the Provinces of Upper and
Lower Canada, niless sone change
should be nde in orier to incet the
existing dificulties, as to continue the
exist"g state of things ight piove
danîgerous. A project was decd
upon to avoid thosc diticulties, and he
found it stated in the speech of Sir
George Cartier iii the Confederation
debates. Sir George said -

"The consequence of representation by
population would have been that one territory
would have governed another, and this fact
would have presented itself Session after
Session in the tEonse, and day atter day in the
public prints. The moment this principle had
teen conceded as the governing element, it
would have initiated between the two Pro-
vinces a warfare which would have been
unremitting. • • • He did
not niean to say that the majority from Upper
Canada would have tyrannized oer Lower
Canada; but the idea that Upper Canada, as a
territory, had the preponderance in the Gov-
ernment by a large number of representatives,
would have been sufficient to generate that
sectional strife to which he had alluded.
S a He took this ground,
however, that when justice was done to Upper
Canada, it was his duty to see that no injustice
was done to Luwer Canada. * a a
Be did not intend to go into the details of the
question of Confederation, but merely to bring
before the House the most conspicuous argu-
ments in order to induce members to accept
the resolutions submitted by the Government.

• a • The miatter resolved itselt
into this: either we m,îst obtain British North
American Contederation or be absorbed in an
American Confederation."

It was therefore decided to adopt a
new form of Government, and the pro-
sent for-m was adopted, atter discussion
and differences of opinion between the
two hon. gentlemen who were at the
head of atiairs, the late Sir George
Cartier and the right hon. member for
Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald).
The latter was in favour of a Legista-
tive Union. Sir George Cartier was
in favour of a Federal system, and
the reason was obvious; it was because
he nnderstood that the special rights
of the French population of Quebee
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would not admit of the adoption of a
Legislative Union, and he would not
have done his duty towards bis co-
patriots unless hie had secured a Federal
syftem. He said:-

" Under the Federation system, granting to
the control of the general Government these
large questions of general interest, in which
the differences ofrace or religion had no place,
it could not be pretended that the rights of
eitber race or religion could be invaded at all.
* * * The magnitude of the
scheme now submitted, perhaps, the reason
why those who had riot made themselves con-
versant with the question, felt some apprehen-
sion in contemplating it; but when we came to
discuss it clause by claus, he would be ready
to state that no interest would be harmed in
any way if Federation took place."

Those views were not only held by Sir
George Cartier, but were also those of
the hon. mem ber for Charlevoix (Mr.
Langevin). That bon. gentleman had
stated at that tirne:-

" We are considering the establishment of a
Confederacy, with a Central Parliament and
Local Parliaments. The Central or Federal
Parliament will have the control of all mca-
sures of a general character, as provided by the
Quebec Conference ; but all matters of local
interest, all that relates to the affairs and righis
of the lifierent sections of the Confederacy
will be answered for the control of the Local
Parliaments. The position in which Confeder-
ation will place us is very different from tbat
which we should have occupied under the
system proposed by the hon. menber, inasmuch
as the seventeen imembers, which Upper Canada
will have more than Lower Canada, will have
nothing to do with our local affairs, our religi-
oua questions or our particular institutions,
and the hon. member for Hbchelaga (Mr.
Dorion), by his scheme, would have entrusted
alil that to the good will of the Upper Canadian
majority ; but foi my own part, I would rather
entrust the management of these matters to my
own people than to them."

Further on the hon. member for
Charlevoix, who was thon Solicitor-
General, stated :_

"Now we have diferent interests in Lower
Canada, in which reside two populations differ-
ing in ongin, differing in religion and speaking
different languages. On theother hand, Upper
Canada bas a homogenous population, but une
professing different reliions, and so it is with
respect to the several Maritime Provinces."

And they were told further:-

" You wish to form a new nationality. Let
us tome to an understanding on this word, Mr.
Speaker. What we desire and wish, is tu
defend the general interests of a great country
and of a powertul nation, by means of a central
power. On the other hand, we do not wish to
do away with our different customs, mannera,
and laws; on the contrary, those are precisely

MR. JETTÉ.

what we are deairous of protectirg in the most
complete manner by means of Confederation.
Under trie new system there will be no more
reason than at present to lose our character as
French and English, under the pretext that w,
should all have the same general interests; and
our interests in relation to race, religion and
nationality, will remain as they are at the
present time But they will be better protected
under the proposed system, and that again is
one of the strongest reasons in favour of Con-
federation."

Those extracts indicated what was the
spirit that inspired our public men at
the time of the adoption'of our present
Constitution ; it was to protect the dift.
ferent interests of the people that
were to be governed by it that the
seheme of Confederation was decided
upon and that of a Legislative Union
,vas not adopted. IL was not necessary
to dwell at lengtlh upon thé iffirent
features of a Federal Constitution, and
a Legislative Union, to show that the
difference between the two systems was
so great that really no comparison could
be made. All the arguments that had
been brought forward were drawn
from the principles of the British
Constitution, which was not a Federal
Constitution. It had been argued that
the Dominion Government stood in the
same position towards the different
provinces as the Parliament of En-
land occupied towards the Colonie,;
that the relations the Provinces should
have with the Federal Parliament and
Government were similar in character
to those the Colonies should sustain
with the Imperial authotities. It was
only necessary to mention the fact to>
show that they were not the same.
The relations of the different Pro-
vinces towards the Federal Parliament
were certainly not those of Col-
onies towards the Mother Country;
the Provinces were not Colo-
nies of the Dominion. As was said-
when the discussion on Confoderation
took place, the Foderal Constitution
was a treaty. It was accepted as a
treaty by the four Provinces that at
first firmed Confederation, as a treatv
between the inhabitants of the differ-
ent Provinces of British North America
stipulating on equal terms. And We
find this interpretation of the Federal
Act in the Press of the time. Wben
the Constitution was under discussion
in Qmiebee, and before it was put
into operation, some of the newspa[Ce
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.contained apprehensions of the failure
of the Constitution. The Minerve, a
newspaper then inspired by one of the
fathers of the Confederation scheme,
published an article in May, 1876, con-
taining the following:

( Confederation is not only a solution, but a
w.y to something else. For us it is salvation,
t will preserve us from annexation ; it is the

oinly way open to us to attain political, com-
nercial and industrial independence."

Thus it appeared that in the opinion
of the editor of that paper, Confedera-

oMn was a sure way to obtain political
ndependence. Sir George Cartier, in
i speech delivered at a banquet len-
dered to him at Lennoxville in May,
1867, sp)eaking cf Confederation, said:

"It is impossible to regulate in advance ail
the details of so complicated a measure ; but
we can congratulate ourselves of what it bas
ieen possible to achieve. Our Constitution
will, no doubt, require amendments, but it will
be in the way of extension, and of according
new guarantees to rights already existing."

it appeared from those facts that those
who devised the scheme of Confed-
federation which, though not perfect,
nevertheless was, perhaps, the best that
could be devised, for the people of the
different Provinces, felt satisfied that
when it was amended and improved it
would not tend to restrict the rights
if the people, but to extend them. The
rights that had been secured were not
those of a general character, because
they could have been protected as well
under a Legislative Union ; but the
Confederation system was so devised
as to secure the rights of the different
Provinces, because a Legislative Union
would not have given a guarantee
to those rights. If the House con-
sidered the question under discussion
il, the light of those principles, bon.
nembers could not accept the numer-

()Us precedents that had been cited as
furnishing any light on the question
under consideration, as those prece-
dents were all furnished by the work-
îug of a Constitution entirely different
herom the one we now have. So they
could not decide this matter in accord-
ance with what had been donc in Eng-
land, because there a Constitution
different from ours existed. Our Con-
Stitution was a written and limited
One, as he had stated. It was to be
interpreted, it was true, according to the
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principles which prevailed in England,
but we were limited to our Statute,
we could not go any further or outside
of it; and this was not only his opinion,
but that of Sir George Cartier himself.
In the debate regarding Confederation,
Mr. Cartier, speaking of the Union
Act and the Constitution of 1841, whieh
mueh more closely resembled the
British Constitution than did the Con-
federation Act, stated that the Union
Act was our law. In answer to Mr.
Dorion, who said thut we had the samo
rights as the Imperial Parliament, Mr.
Cartier rcnarked that Mr. Dorion's
observation was absurd, that we h.d
ne such rule, that the Union Act was
our law and we could not go out of it.
Well, if the Union Act of 1871 was to
be so interpretcd, what interpretation
should we give to the Federal Act, so
limited and restricted, and much
more different from the British
Constitution than the Union Act ?
He (Mr. Jette) maintained that we had
to-day to take our Confederation Act,
limited as it was; we could not go out-
side of it; and we had to interpret it
in the best possible way. If we had a
Federal Union and not a Legislative
Union, as was evident, the relations of
the different Provinces to the Federal
Government must necessarily be dif-
forent from the relations of a British
colony to the Imperial authority, and,
these relations being different, the
principles toe b applied could not be
the same. The consequences of theso
principles could not be the same; and
we were not now to regulate ourselves
by what had been done in the past, but
we had to create a precedent for our-
selves. It was the first time that a
question like this had been brought
before the House, and we had to inter-
pret our Constitution on this point;
and he held that we consequently must
take good care not to interpret it in
such a way as to infringe on the rights
and privileges of the Provinces. If
they were wise they would try to in-
crease the rights of the Provinces, not
to diminish them; and more especially
to diminish the rights of the Federal
Parliament, bocause the tendency of
the Fedoral authority would rather be
te concentrate than to grant to the
Provinces more powers than they now
had. To this he looked for the future
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of the Province of Quebec, for which it
was more èspecially necessary that
these principles should be more care-
fully guarded. For these principles
granted to us by the Constitution,were
our only guarantee for the future ; and
if we allowed the Federal Parliament
to interfere with our local affairs, and to
intervene in matters that we could
settle ourselves, this woul - } a ba
precedent, which would be revoked in
the future, all of which would do much,
probably, to deprive us ot the liberties
and rights that we ought to enjoy. It
Lad been already stated, and Le re-
peated it, that they had in their own
hands, in the Province of Quebec, the
rermedy for the evil complained ot. If,
really, an injustice, and a condeninable
act had been committed, an appeal had
been taken to the people of the Prov-
in3e, who would pass judgment on it
in a few days. le would ask the
liouse what, if the judgmcnt of the
people was in favour of Mr. Leteîlier's
course, would become of the judgment
of this House ? Suppose they adopted
the motion now before the Chair, and
passed condemnation on the conduet
of Governor Letellier, what would be
the result ? They could not restore
the De Boucherville Government to
power, nor bring back these Ministers
to their offices. What then would be
the practical result of passing this
motion ? le could understand, and
they would be probably told, that this
was within their right,and that even ifit
was of no effect, they could exercise it;
but a right which was of no effect was,
in his view, a po>r remedy. Unless
there was something in the Constitu.
tion that would guarantee a result
from the exorcise ofthis right, he was
not disposed to pass this resolution,
the only effect of which would be to
prejudge the free judgment of the
electors of the Province, and to tell
them before-hand that they must do so
and so, and,instead of allowing themi full
power and liberty to say and do what
they pleased. It Lad been said by the
previous speaker (Mr. Langevin) that
he was defending the rights and the
liberties of the people, and that Gov-
ernor Letellier had comnitted an
act which would be a stain on his
memory.

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. JETTÉ.

MR. JETTÉ said he was very much,
surprised to hear such strong lanmuage,
when, in reality, the question which
was to be decided was not, properly
speaking, within the jurisdiction of th is
louse, but, in the first instance, within

the jurisdictiun of the electors of the
Province of Quebec. He courld very
well understand that if, after the ele-
tions Lad taken place, Governor
Letellier would persist in refusing to
restore to power the DeBoueherville
Government, if the resuit of the elec-
tions-which Le did not believe-was
against the Joly Administration, and
against maintaining the latter in
power, then, and then only, resort
could, perhaps, be had to the Federal
Government acting in the limits of its
responsibility to this louse. But,
before resorting to this Federal inter-
vention, let the people of tl e Province
of Quebec apply the remedy that, by
the .Constitution, they had in their
own hands. Their judgment would be
rendered in a few days; the question
was now before them, and le (Mr.
Jetté) was sure that they would not be
deterred frou the great questions ut i-
sue hy the petty objections presented
an ddiscussed by some of the previous
speakers. They would stand by Gov-
ernor Letellier because they would sec
in hin the protector of their rights;
they would understand that it was to
proteet the people that he stood be-
tween them and bis ex-Ministers,
to stop them from imposing
on the Province the most unjust
and tyrannical legislation. Hie was
certain that, at the polls, the majority
would be in favour of the new Mi-
istry, because the electors, in passmc
their judgment, would not fail to c0-
sider, above all, the two great questionS.
upon which, in reality, the
resignation of the )eBoueherville
Government had been brought
about-the railway and the tax legisla-
tion. If the electors sustained the JoIy
Government, the act of the Lieutenant-
Governor would be approved unId
sanctioned, and no other authority
could prevait after the judgment Of the
great jury of the nation had been prO-
nounced. Taking this view of the
Constitution, and arguing thaàt it was
a limited one, although it was to be
interpreted according to British pril-
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eiples, as far as possiîle, ho held that
in our Constitution there was no dis-
tinct stipulation that they could bring
this matter before Parliament at the
Dresent moment, and under these cir-
cumstances. This Parliament had no
authority to pass a resolution the effect
of which would only be to pre-judge the
opinions of the people of the Province
solely intere3ted in the question.
Moreover, he considered that it would
be most unwise for them to say to
the electors of Quebec that Governor
Letellier was wrong, when, in a fort-
night, the electors might answer that
Governor Letellier was right, and they
entirely approved of wLat he had done.
For these reasoris, and in order to pro-
test against any encroachment of the
Federal authority on the jights and
privileges guaranteed to the Provinces
by our Federal Constitution, ho would
vote against the resolution of the right
hon. member for Kingston.

Mn. DEVLIN said, as lie understood
it, this was a very simple question.
The Lieutenant-Governor thought pro-
per, for reasons which he considered
sufficient, to dispense with the services
of his Ministers, and the Ministers, feel-
ing that he ought not to have dispensed
with their advice and services, had
appealed to the Governor-General.
The question was taken up here be-
eause the Provincial Ministry was
dismissed, and the right bon. member
for Kingston had brought forth a
motion to the effect that the action of
the Lieutenant-Governor was unwise
and subversive of the position of his
advisers. It was evident that the
mover of the resolution desired to evade
the responsibility of bringing nakedly
before the House this question, and he
(Mr. Devlin) held that it was the duty
Of the louse to stamp out every effort
to deceive the people, and ho unhesi-
tatingly declared that the right hon.
gentleman who made this motion was
afraid to commit his reputation to a
statement that the act ot the Lieuten-
ant-Governor was unconstitutional.
The motion did not state under what
circumstances that action was unwise.
Giving the motion the most favourable
interpretation it simply amounted to
this: that the Lieutenant-Governor
had committed an error of judgment.

leal

If the Opposition were anxious to test
this question as it ought to be tested
from their point of view, why did not
they move a motion condemnatory of
the action of His Honour ? Now ho
(Mr. Devlin) believed the Lieutenant-
Governor had an unquestionable right
to dismiss his Ministry when circum-
stances jýistified such a course. The
right hon. member for Kingston laid
down the principle that nO Governor
or Queen could dismiss a Ministry so
long as they commanded a major-
ity of the people's representatives.
But where, ho asked, would be the
freedom or liberties of the people if
this doctrine were to obtain ? The
effect oi the hon. gentleman's argu-
ment would be that in the case of de-
structive measures bein g introduced,
measures which might impair the
efficiency of the publie service or the
liberties of the people, the Sovereign
or Governor would not have the power
to express disapproval of such acts by
dismissing the Ministry. How was it
the hon. gentleman,in the course of his
able spech, did not quote the pampli.
let ol Mr. Todd ? Simply because
that gentleman, who was an acknow-
ledged authority on constitutional
questions, lad expressed an indepen-
dent opinion on this important
subject. According to Mr. Todd,
it was plain that the Governor-
General could dismiss his Ministry
when he differed in opinion from them,
and that the Lieutenant-Governors
were vested with a similar power.
As to the constitutional difficulty
in Nova Scotia in 1860, when a similar
question was in dispute, ho considered
that the position the hon. member
for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) took
on that occasion prevented him from
openly and publicly expressing his dis-
sent from the opinions yesterday enun-
ciated by the leader of the Opposition.
The bon Cabinet of Nova Scotia, of
which the member forCumberland was
one, censured the Lieutenant-Governor
and resigned because His Honour
would not grant a dissolution. He
also cited two recent cases in New
Brunswick in which the Lieutenant.
Governor dismissed his Ministers after
they had refused to accept his advice
in regard to legisiation, and his conduct
was sustained by the Imperial Govern-
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ment. He read from an article in the
Dominion Monthly, in which the writer,
after citing a number of precedents in
justification of the course of Lieu-
tenant-Governor Letellier, said that the
notionthata Sovereign could not dis-
miss his iMinisters was one oftho wild-
est ha]lucinations that had ever haunt-
ed the brain of a political enthusiast.
tferiing then to the course of Oppo-
sition rnembers in regard to the con-
duct of the Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebec, ho said that he pitied tbeLmnall
minds who were incapable of apipreci-
ating the statesmanship of Mr. Letel-
lier. le sympathised thoroughly with
that honourable and high-niinded gen-
tleman, and he boped the day
would soon cone, if Toryism was Io
exist longer, wlien the Province of
Quebec would produce a race of just
such statesnen. Hon. gentlemen op-
posite had spoken of ler Majesty's
representative in the Province of' Que-
bec as if he were a foul and diIîonoured
traitor. This was their language in
speaking.of the man who had been
chosen as her representative by the
Sovereign to whomi they professed
such undying allegiance. This was
the way they showed their love for
and loyalty to Queen Victoria by tra-
d ucing her representative. But it was
now as it had always been. When the
Crown acted in opposition to Tory
interests, Toryisn was ever ready to
trample on the Crown and slander its
represontatives. Toryism bad burned
the Parliament buildings; Toryism had
stoned Lord Elgin on the publie streets,
and whenever or wherever the author-
ity of the Crown was exercised in such
a way as to militate against the inter-
ests of Toryism, Toryism rose then and
there in all its wickedness, forgot all
its professions of loyalty, and abused
the representative of loyalty. The
House had had lectures on loyalty--
save the mark-from hon. gentlemen
opposite. The House had been told
that the Liberals of Quebec were Com-
munists, that they were annexationists.
Did these hon. gentlemen forget the
proclamation of 1849 ? But this mode
of attack was played out. It no longer
produced Ihe effects that it did in years
gone by. The Liberals of Quebec were
able to stand up in thIis House to-day,
and to point to their record

MR. DEVLIN.

and show that they had been true to
their religion, true to their principles,
true to thsir Queen. The cry of Com.
nunism and Annexation was an old

gane, but it was one that could be
played no longer. The Liberal policy
had now been befcre the people for
many years;the people knew its record,
and it was for them to say whether
they were Corrmunists or Annexation-
ists. He alluded, then, more particu-
larly to recent political events in the
Province of Quebec, and said that, day
after day, the late Ministry was push.
ing the country nearer and neairer to
insolvenQy, until at last they had not
a dollar in the treasury. The day they
were dismissed they had not a dollar
in the treasury. True, as the hon.
gentlenan said, they had a majority
in the House, a majority of twenty, a
large majority, and that accounted for
the depletion of the treasury. They
boated of their majority, and it was a
majority that would bave stuck to theni
for ever. There were pow'erful reasons
why that majority should stick to their
banner. In fact, there were about
32,000 reasons why they should stick
to their banner. Mr. Letellier was a
French Canadian and an honour to his
race, and, though he (Mr. Dlevlin) was
an Irishman, ho felt it his duty to
defend Mr. Letellier against-he was
ashamed to say-the assaults of bis
(Mr. Letellier's) own countrymen.
When the country was on the verge of
bankruptcy, Mr. Letellier had said to
bis Ministers in regard to the Railway
Bill : " You are passing an Act, the
object of which is to destroy the liber-
ties of the people over whomI preside.
.By making this measure law the peo-
ple of Quebec will no longer be able
to claim the protection of the judiciary
of the Province. Yon are shutting
the doors of the Courts against them."
The truth was, that Messrs. DeBouch-
erville, Angers, and a few of their
friends, had constituted themselves the
sole tribunal to which thé people of
Quebec would be able to appeal. He
referred also to the character of the
Taxation Bill, and traced ont the de-
tails of the relation existing between
the DeBoucherville Government and
Mr. Letellier, to show how the
former had actualiy overridden
the authority of the Lieutenant-
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Governor, and asked if His Honour
was not justified in saying : " The hour
bas come when I must exorcise, in
lier Majesty's name, and for the pro-
tection of the people, the royal power
she bas conferred upon me. The time
has come when I must arrest you in
your mad career, and the only way in
which I can do that is to say to you :
you no longer command my
confidence." Would any lover of
fair play or justice say that
Mr. Letellier had not done his
duty ? The hon. member for Charle-
voix (Mr. Langevin) had said of his
felbw-countrynan, M r. Letellier, that
he had.betrayed the people, that his
naine would go down to posterity a
dishonored one. le (Mr. Devlin)
knew the reason for this strong lan-
guage. The House knew the reason.
An election was going on in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, and these hon.
gentlemen dii not care a straw about
the constitutional question, but had
made their speeches simply with a
view to the effect they would have
upon the electors of Quebec when they
came to read them. He would, how-
ever, give the lion. member for Char-
levoix one word of consolation beforo
lie left the subject, and that was that
the latest news received in Ottawa was
that Mr. Joly's Government would
cone in with at least a majority of
twenty. Perhaps the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston would undertake to
frame another resolution dealing with
this; new phase cof the constitutional
question. le then referred to that
portion of Mr. Letellier's statement in
whieh allusion was made to the pre-
valence of "rings " and " combina-
ions "in regard to railway legislation,

and asked if that vas not another good
reason why His Honour should stop
lis Ministry in their nad career. But
perhaps hon. gentlemen opposite
would say that they did nol believe
the Lieutenant-Governor. The ma-
jority of this House, every man who
was not influenced by the consider-
ation of the local elections, would be- i
lieve the Lieutenant-Governor. The
majorit of the people of Quebec i
beleved the Lieutenant-Governor. Mr.
Letellier had not dissolved the louse
until he had a Ministry who declared
thenselves ready to assume responsi- t

nility for hie acts. fie (Mr. Devlin)
knew Mr. Lotellier, and the people of
Quebec knew him, and the slanders
and abuse of the Opposition would not
detract an iota from the respect in
which they held h'1m. He (Mr. Devlin)
believed him to be the right man in
the right place; lie believed that it
required a strong hand to stay the
progress of Tory corruption, and that
Mr. Letellier had done bis duty and
nothing but his duty. He had chocked
the career of his late advisers at the
right timne, and under sucl circumstan-
ces his conduct would receive the
favourable judgmnent of this country
and every other country where the mat-
ter was made the subject of discussion.

MR. PALMER said lie was not dis-
posed to let this important question go
to a division without offering some ob-
servations on the important matters in-
volved in it. Coming from another
Province, he was completely disinter-
ested witn regard to the several con-
stitutional questions coricerned ; but lie
did not propose to discuss at any great
length the different points in dispute,
which were purely local. le intended
to offer a few observations upon the
different questions involved without
offering any opinion withî reference to
the disputes themelves. This was a
question which, they nust all admit,
was new in Canada. le was rather
surprised at the first proposition of the
hon. the First Minister that this Ilouse
had no riglht to pass judgment upon
the Governor of the Provinee of Que-
bec. If this werc true, and if this was
not the proper form in whicli to dis-
ciss this question

MR. MACKENZIE : I did not say so.
Ma. PALMEI said, then lie entirely

misunderstood the hon. gentleman. If
the hon. gentleman said that this
House haI a right to do so still, mnany
of the hon. gentlemai's friends would
assert the contrary proposition. Cor-
tainly, maany of the h-n. gentleman's
followers, and his hon. friend the Min-
ster ofInland Revenue. had entirely
taken that ground. Before entering
nto this matter, perhaps it was his
duty to notice the point raised by the
ion. member for Montreal Ea4 (Mr.
Jetté) that, inasmuch as the Consti-
ttion under which we lived was
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grantod to us by an Act of Parliament,
and as it was a Federal Constitution,
the precedents and authority of the
English Constitution did not govern us
at all. If this were so, certainly they
stood there in a very different position
from what anyone in this country had
ever suspected, and it was as well for
this Parliaient, at the outsetof our ca-
reor, to setle, once for all, whether this
country was governed by the
principles of the British Constitution
or not. If it were true, that English
precedont had no place in this Parlia-
ment, and if the Governmont of Canada
was not to be carried on in pursuance
of British precedent, thon the sooner
shat this Parliament discovered and
tettled it the botter. He thought that
his hon. friend was entirely in error.
It was quite true that we had a Con-
federation, and that, as we now stood.
the country was govorned by virtue of
the British North America Act; but
he thought that this Act not only did
not take away the Constitution which
we before had, but that it guaranteed
and settlod what this Constitution was;
and he believed that ho would be able
to show the House from the Act itsolf,
and from the Constitution as it stood
before, that his bon. friend was entirely
in error as regarded that proposition;
and that Canada and the Federal
Government of Canada must bc gov.
erned, with reference to the subjects
which the Federal Parliament had
jurisdiction over, entircly by the prin-,
ciples of the British Constitution. lie,
of course, reserved in this relation,
matters of Imperial interest, and mat-
ters reserved to the Iome Government
and the Imperial power, but with
reference to every function which the
Government was capable of and had
the power of at all exercising, he con-
tended and insisted that it was the
right of Canadians to have the fuil
and free exercise of that Constitution
in complete harmony with the British
Constitution as exercised in England.
His hon. friend from Sherbrooke ( Wr.
Brooks) had given a long and most
interesting history of the concession
of Resporsible Government to this
country. He did not propose to follow
the lion. gentleman at ail, for two
reasons: tirst, he thought this would
be entirely uYne'e ' r he con-

Ma. PALMER.

sidered that the British North Ameri-
can Act, if Responsible Government
had never existed in this eountry
at all before, was a free grant of it.
Of course, he agreed with the hon.
gentleman, that this Act did not grant
to this countryResponsibleGovernment,
neither did the Great Charter
in England grant to the English peo-
ple anything ihat the English people
had not before. At the same time it
secured to our ancestors that which
their Saxon forefathers had had from
the foundation of their power. It was
simply keeping secure the principles
that had always existed among the
free English people, and so he took it
that Responsible Government, as con-
ceded to the colonies, was not a new
grant in any regard. It was the
right of the British people settled in
this country to have the free Govern-
ment that they brought with them
from the Mother Country. The strug-
gle to sustain it and secure it was
simply made against a usurpation by
an oligarchy or other authorities, self-
constituted in most cases in this coun-
try, which attempted to usurp and
take from the people thoir constitu-
tional rights and liberties. As alawyer,
hle would confond that so far from the
contention of bis hon. friend from
Montreal East being correct, ho thought
that by the terms of that Act itsolf, ho
could prove to this House that the pre-
tention of the hon. gentleman was an
utter fallacy. He would refer lion.
members to the preamble of the Aet.
Of course, hon. members would under-
stand him to say that ho did not at all
impugn the force or authority of this
Act. If new powers were necessary
to be granted, they might be granted
by this Act. and if anything could be
donc as to taking away or altering the
condition of things by that Act, Of
course it could be done,but in construing
this Act, he thought they had a right
to look at the state of the law at the
time it %vas passed, and at the condi-
tion of this country at that time, and
at the Government of this country,
and exactly how it was thon carried
on, and they had also a right to look
at the words of the Act itself. First
they were to regard the preamble
which Lord Coke said was the key by
whieh to tind the mind of the Legislatule
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that passed it. What did it say ? This-
Whereas the Provinces of Canada,

-Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
have expressed thoir desire to be
federally united into one Dominion,
under the Crown of the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, with
a Constitution similar to that of the
LTnited Kingdom." He also referred
his hon. friend to the Act of Parlia-
ment which told them thatthis country
had a Constitutin similar to that of
ihe United Kingdom; and yotthe hon.
gentleman wanted them to declare
that they were not to be governed by
the precedents ofthe Constitution of the
United Kingdom at all; and that in
point of fact, we had nota Constitution
similar to that of the United Kingdom
but a Confederated Constitution,which
was something very distinct and differ-
ent from it, and we were governed by
entirely differont princi ples; and there-
fore that no comparison could be drawn
from these precedents at al]. As he
lad already said, if we never had Re-
sponsible Government in this country
and had been a Crown Colony, and if
every right we have had as Englishmen
was taken away from us, and we
were reduced to the condition of
serfs, the moment that the British
North America Act was passed, it
would have conferred on this country
all the rights and all the privileges of
a Constitution similar to that of the
United Kingdom; and by consequence,
it would be exercised in the same way,
exent so far as this was restrained
by the provisions of the Act itself.
Therefore, lie thought that no man in
this country would pretend to say that
the argument of his hon. friend from
Montreal East had any possible weight
<ourse, this was a Confederated Parlia-
at this time of day in this country. Of
ment, and a Confuderated Government.
le held, with the hon. gentleman, that
it was of the utnost importance, not
0nl1y that we should take care that the
l r>per working of the Constitution in

eargsvas carried out, but also
leither one nor the other in-
i in the slightest degree upon

the powers that nwere exclusively
Wthin the other. And now when this
difficulty had first arison, it was of the
most paramount importance to the
'e0ole ofthis country that there should

be a right interpretation secured of the
distinct powers conferred, and as to
what was to be lone under the
circuinstances. Was it to be, that
there would be persons in office
in this country fbr the exorcise
of whose functions nobody vas re-
sponsible, or was it, as he contended,
that some person was responsiblo for
the act of every person who undertook
to administer cither the law or any
office which was necessary in order to
carry out the executive Government
of the country. He was pained to
think that it should be for a moment
disputed that some person should not
be responsible for the act of a Lieuten-
ant-Governor of a Province, bocause, if
what was contended for on the other
side were truc,-that the action of a
Lieutenant-Governor could not be
called in question in this Parlia-
ment, and by the Governmont that
appointed him, ho could not see, for the
life of him, who was to call such Lieu-
tenant-Governor to account. Such
officer would then, certainly, have the
power to do an immense amount of
mischief in this country. He had
heard, almost with pain, the suggestion
of his hon. friend from Montreal Cen-
tre, who held that the Governor, when
ho saw the representatives of the
people about to destroy the liberties of
the people, should be able to strike
and strike quickly; and who boasted
that some party-a party which his
hon. friend from Montreal East desig-
nated as a minority-had been able to
strike down some injustice which would
have otherwise been inflicted upon the
country. lad it come to this that the
Gýovernor of a colony was to be ajudge
over the representatives of the people,
and was to decide where they were
destroying the liberties of the people,
and to say when these representatives
were to be struck down ? It did ap-
peur to him that all idea of the printi-
ple of Constitutional Government was
thon gone, when ho heard his hon.
friend from Montreal Centre boasting,
in the most eloquent terms, that this
Lientenant-Governor vas just the man
they wanted, and just the man for a
coup d'état, and just the man to sti ike
down the representatives of the people,
at the time he, in his judgment, said
they were overburdening the people
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with debt, and destroying the liberties
of the people. What did ail this mean?
It meant that this power was safer in
the hands of an irresponsible Governor
than in those of the reprasentatives of
the people themselves. Surely he had
not heard aright; surely his hon.
friend did not contend here, on the
floor of Parliament, for the judgment
of the Lieutenant-Governor against
the judgment of the representatives of
the people. Pursuing the argument
and putting it upon logical grounds, of
course the next enquiry was what were
the class of officers under the British
North America Act who were ap-
pointed Lieut.-Governors ? He con-
tended that a Lieut..Governor under
this Act was an Executive Officer of
the General Government ; and that his
functions were identical with the fune-
tions-and in this he agreed with his
hon. friend from Montreal East-of the
Lieut.-Covernors that were appoirited
by the Home Government. lis view
of the functions of the Lieu t.-Governor
was that ho was not in the same posi-
tion as the Queen herself. He adnm.itted
that the Lieut.-Covernor exereised cer-
lain functions in the name of the
Queen, and so did numbers of other
officers of bers. lis hon. friend the
Premier was annoyed at his calling the
Lieut.-Governor an employé of this
Government. Well, that view was
strictly correct, but ho would express
himself in a diflerent form. le held
that the doctrine of the pers mnitieation
of the Sovereign did not apply'to the
Lieut.-Governor of the Province of
Quebec. The rule in England with
refèrence to the Sovereign was that she
could do no wrong, but surelv that
doctrine could not apply to the Lieut.-
(Governor. That point, which vas
strictly a point of law, was raised in
the court with refereice to whether the
Queen could be sued. We all knew
that that doctrine was raised in many
cases with referenee to the Lieut.-
Governors in the colonies, and with the
indulgence of the Hlouse ho would cite
a case which must be an authority, be-
cause it was a decision of the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Couneil, which
was the ultimate Court of appeal from
this country. Lord Brougham, in bis
decision in the case of Hill v. Bigge,
said :-

Ma. PALMER.

"The reference to analogies, or the suo-
porter of inconvenient consequences, must be
much more pregnant than any that can be
urged in this case, to support or even t>
countenance such a claim If it be saia that
the Governor of a Colony is quasi Sovereign,
the answer is, that he does not ever represent
the Sovereign generally, having only the fune-
tions delegated to him by the terms of bis
commission, and being only the officer to
exercise the specific powers with which that
commission clothes him. 'The Governor'
(said Lord Chief Justice De Grey, in Fabriga.s
vs. Mostyn, when that. case was before hie
Common Pleas, which afterwards camne by
errorintoB.IR.) lis the King's servant, his
commission is from him , and he is to execute
the powers he is invested with under that
commission; which is to execute the laws oi
Mlinorca, under such instructions as the King
shall make in Council.'

The point he made in reference to that
was this: If we looked at the British
North America Act we found that
the proposition laid down by bis hon.
friend from East Montreal was entirelv
correct, and Ihat these Leutenant-
Governors within the powers assigneJd
under the British iNorth America
Act, were exactly on the same footing
as the former ones were. The case lie
had cited showed that Lieutenant-
Governors were appointed by the
Government, and did not reptesent the
Queen at all, but simply the law by a
commission. In the British North
A merica Act, Section 58, we found:-

'' For each Province there shall be an officer,
styled the Lieutenant-Governor, appointed by
the Governor General in Conneil, by Instru.
ment, under the Great Seal of Canada."

Now, he appealed to every hon. mem-
ber of the louse who knew anythingI
of the working of the Constitution,
whether that was not the exact poSt
tion of every employé of this Govern-
ment except the Judges. Certain dutie
were assigned to the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor by law, and did it not follow
that the Government that appointe i
him could also cause his removal ald
were respons: bie for his acts ? Were
thev not bound, as the Imperial Gov-
ernment were bound, to h-ave a super-
vision over him, to see that he admmil-
istered the law, to sec that he rightly
exereised the prerogative which, by tte
appointment, was put in bis hands ? If.
therefore, the Lieoutenant-Governor did
not proper ly exercise the fanctions
committed to him,was it not necessary
for them to do that which was needfutl
in order properly to carry oUt the
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working of4he Constitution ? He was
not now spealing with regard to
whether the Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebec did his duty or not; he was
dealing entirely with the question
whether ho was responsible to the
House and to the Government. He
was dealing with a question of great
magnitude, one involving a question
which. if tolerated, would be destruc-
tive of the liberties of the people.
Local Governments would now be
overturned. turmoil and disaster would
bie introduced throughout the length
and breadth of the land if this princi-
ple, frauglt with evil to the people of
this country, was endorsed. He under-
stood the position on the other side
was that neither the Government nor
the louse had any right te call Mr.
Letellier to account fer his acts, that
they had no right of supervision
over him. Now, he certainly held
that the question of whether the policy
of Mr. Letellier was a correct one or
not was a matter with which the
Hlouse had no business to deal, and
admitted that it must be entirely
disposed of by the people of Quebec;
ail this Parliament had to do in the
imatter was ta sec that the election was
not held there by the will of one man
la an improper manner. The ques-
tion whether the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor fairly held the scales, and
tLe question whether the mat-
ter had been fairly dealt with
on its merits were entirely different
,nes. The hon. member for Montreal
Centre had no business to discuss
whetîer the policy pursued by the
LJeutenant-Goxvòrnor vas for the inter-
e--t of Quebec or not ; that was a mat-
tur beyond the powers of this Parlia-
ment to deal with. This Parliament
lhai only to consider whether, as an
officer of the Government, he had acted
onstitutionally or not. le would
11w pass on to one or two matters
(connected with the cases referred to by
hîis hon. friend from Montreal Centre.
Mr. Tupper, who was then in the Min-
:trywas an adviser of Lord Mulgrave,but the latter did not take his advice.
There was no pretence that be was at
liberty to go against the advice of his t
cnstitutional advisers. But it was quite
Probable that Mr. Tupper pressed it
'0 far, and there was au election. It

was true that after the election Mr.
Tupper said some members were re-
turned falsely, but what had that to do
with the case before the House ?
Another case he referred to, was the
New Brunswick affair, in regard to
whieh no less than four members of
this House signed their names to a
petition ngainst the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor. Now, if he could show that a
number of the membors of this House,
notably the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, put his name to a petition to,
the Queen, complaining of the action
of the Lieutenant-Governor, thon, 1
apprehend, ho should show that it
would be right to complain in this
case. It was one of the most impor-
tant privileges of this, and cvory
other free country, to be governed in a
constitutional manner; it was th
riglt of these Provinces to conduct
and manage their own affairs, se long
as in se doing they did not interfere
with the general policy of the Empire.
This was held by the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries and his friends.
He did not intend te enter into a dis-
cussion of that dispute, he merely put it
forward to show the prineiple laid downi
by them, and to argue that what vas
right for New Brunswick, in such a
case must be right for Quebee. The case
put forward by bis hon. fricnd theMem-
ber for Kingston, was very mild in com-
parison with the charge made against
Governor Gordon. They asked the
people whether they wanted confedera-
tion or not, and said tiat the Lieute-
ant-Governor should be brought to ae-
count for having violated the tirst
principle of the Constitution. Now,
they said that lie Lieutenant-Goveiior
had a perflect right te disniss his Min-
isters at any lime. le (Mr. Palmer),
contended that the country never could
be governed if that doctrine was to be
carried out in this liouse. IIe appeal-
ed to the Liberal party of this liouse,
and more particularly the Liberals of
Quebec, to vote against se unreasonable
a proposition. The hon. Members for
Montreal East and Montreal Centre, lad
put forward the still more extraordinary
loctrine, that this Hiouse had no right
to discuss the question. lie thought the.
people of this country would hold the
Gïovernment strictly to account for the
c'nduct of officers appointed by it.
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The resolution now before the House
might justly have been mucli stronger
in its tern, but its object was not to
excite hostility against the Lieutenant-
Governor, but to obtain the expression
of the Hlouse, with regard to the
wisdom and constitutionality of his
conduct. le thought it was important
that the Ilouse should carefully guard
every constitutional principle, and
trusted they would adopt the resolu-
tion.

3R. BABY said that, of course, this
vas a very in portant question, not only

to the Province of Quebec, but to the
whole of the Dominion. Now, lie con-
tended that Mr. Leteilier was appoint-
ed here, and this Government was there-
fore, responsible for him and his deeds.
Surely, notwithstanding the vrgu-
ment of the hon. Member for Montreal
East, they had a right to censure the
Lieutenant-Governor, and to dismiss
him, if had taken upon himself to throw
asido the Constitution and to trample
upon the rights of the people.
The hon. member for Montreal
Bast had said that our Constitution
-was not framed on the English Consti-
tution, but was a treaty between the
<different Provinces. which had entered
Conf'ederation and that treaty was
written. Now, by the principle of the
British North Anierica Act, it would
be seen that his lion. friend erred in
his pretentions, for it was therein speci-
.ally said that the Act should U, inter-
preted in the sense of the British Con-
stitution. The resolution before the
House had been narrowly criticised,
but ho did not thinlk it could bc con-
*strued in any way as an intrusion
0o)ni1 the rights of the people of
Quebec, as lnd been contended by
Mr. Jettò. In that resolution corn-
plaint was made that the Lieutenant-
(Governlor of Quebee lad violated the
princi ples of Reosponsible Govornment
as lai i dowin, not only by books, but by
many liviing an I reliabîe authorities,
as so abl y shovn by the right hon.
iemerci' f10r King.ton, in his reiark-
able -peech on the quostion. Tho
constitutional rights of the people were
becominiig more and nore defined, and
it had bin sh nwn that, although the
Si>voroign p esse) l certain powers
which vere. n de the basis of the argu-
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ments of hon. gentlemen opposite, those
powers had never been exercised for a
number of years, and no Sovereigrn
would now dare to exorcise them. The
cases of two Lieutenant-G>vernors,
one of New Brunswick and the other of
Nova Scotia, had been cited by the
Liberai Party, but two blacks did not
make a white, and because nothing
was done in those cases, that fact was
no reason why no action should be
taken in the case of Mr. Letellier,
when all precedents were against his
conduet. The hon. nember for Mon-
treal Centre, had calied them (the
Quebec Conservatives) weak, poor.
minded men, and the words had been
received with cheers and derisive
laughter by a nnmber of hon. members
behind him. He (Mr. 1iby) was not
at all surprised to hear the cheers and
laughter, because they came from mon
of the same high order of mind as the
member for Montreal Centre. So was
it when the hon. gentleman's country-
men lost their political rights,
when the Irish Party voted its own
death, they greeted with cheers and
derisive laughter, those who denoune-
ed that thrice unpatriotic action. No
doubt there were " Devlins" in those
days, as in ours, who said: " You gen-
t.lemen arc weak-minded men, and have
not our strength of brain, because we
sec no cession of the rights of the
Irish race in our action. That was
about the reasoning of tie hon. mem ber
for Montreal Centre (Mr. Devîin),who,
though a Catholic Liberal. and as such
should always bc propared to defcnd
the rights of the people, had calleJ
hon. mrenbers on the Opposition side Of
the Ilouse weak-mindel men because
they disapproved of the action of ý1'.
Letellier. The hon. momberfor Mon-
treal Centre doclared that the Lieuten-
ant-Governo - had done right by casti ng
aiide, by his tyrannic:d wil,the vish Of
the people as expressed by the majority
of tho Lgi'lature, and liad said that
his name would go down to posterity
aind wli Id be upheld as a kind ofdeni
go I. IIe (Mr. Baby) was glai ho was
not a high and strong-minded m-ui cf
the stamp of the hon. meniber 1or
Mon treal Contre. No, the hon mem
bor for Montreal Centre wasn
actuated by patriotic motives when ho
ihus took the part of the Lieutenant
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Gyrrnor, and he had let out the word
of the situation when he had said that
lisllonour was the " right man in the
rght place," meaning evidently that,
by his coup d'état, he had prepared and
paved the way for the Liborals in the
Province of Quebec, at the general
elections for the louse of Commons.
The Conservative Party bad been told
that they could not understand the
question, because they did not know
what were the principles of Responsible
Government, that they ignored Re-
>ponsible Govornment, that they had
io traditions, and were to a certain ex-
tent considered as political pariahs,
who knew not what they desied or
(ould obtain. That declaration was
made bythe bon. theMinisterof Inland
Revenue. Of course, the hon. member
had traditions, and they extended into
the far distant past. H1e (Nir. Baby)
would show the House what was the
political creed of that hon. gentleman
and bis fol'owers, what it had been in
the past and what was proposed as
the political creed for the future. Let
hon. members consider the facts, and
they would perceive which was the
poltical party that had some know-
Iedge of Responsible Government and
British political institutions. The hon
the Minister of' Inland Revenue
belonged to the Liberln party.
That party was organized in 1848 to
combat the parties who had establishod
Responsible G<overnment in the Prov-
inee of Quebec, the late Judge Lafon-
taine, and the late Robert Baldwin,
who were thon young men.full of
Tatriotism, vigour and good intentions.
The Lilberalor Rouge party was,
mieed, founded to oppose Lafontaine,
the idea being to inculcate Radical
ieas setting aside Res)onsible Govern-

mcnt altogether. The views thus
unc(iatted were vory well known to

evy student of political history ; he
woId siate what thev were, and the

nre would then bo able to judge
whether ther had been repudiated bY
tle Liberal'paity or riot. The pro-

'11mnme included anongst other things
Werasal suffrage, arnnexation to the

nSatez,"' and abolition of pcn-
Among that so called glorious

xwrSir A. A. Dorion, the
. M of Justice (ir. La.

smle), M:. Wilfred Dorion, Mr.

Joseph Dontre, Mr. Charles Laberge,
the late Mr. Papineau, and a number of
others, and perhaps the hon. member
for St. Johns, though he hardly be-
lieved that the hon. gentleman entered
into all those erratic ideam. In every
respect they were an obstacle to the
carrying out of Responsibie Govern-
ment. Their ideas were that those
who had fought to obtain Constitu-
tional Covernment and who had ob-
tained that boon from the Imperial
Government werc traitors to their
country,with being the humble serv-
ants of England, and desirous of carry-
ing out the British Constitution instead
of that of the United States. le was
glad to say that the bulk of the people
did not accept those erratic ideas, and
that the good sense of the French and
English population of Quebec rose far
above such opinions, and the Liberal
Conservative party triumphed by the
good sense of Lafontaine and bis
patriotic followers. In 1854, seeing
that those ideas were not implanting
themselves on the minds of the people,
the Rouge party came forward with
another programme, the first plank of
which was the " abolition of Respon-
sible (overnment," and yet hon. gen.
tlemen ooposite declared the Conser-
vatives knew nothing as to what
Responsible Govornmont was,and were
not in a position to discuss the ques-
tion. They, the Conservatives, had
however, carried on Responsible G(ov-
ernment up to 1854 on a truc political
and constituitional basis; and yet the
first plank in the Liberal platform was
the abolition of thatsystem, and giving
to Canada republican institutions. The
other planks of the platform included
the election of members to the louse
of* Commons every two years, re-
duction of the Governor-General's
salary to $4.0,000, reduction in all
Depamrtments of the public service,
special laws respecting the frmation
of companies which inteidei to build
railways, abolition of pens ion>. ind,
final,1v. unnexation to tle United
States. The Liberals thiîu- undlerstood
the principles of Responsible Govern-
ment. Whether the Conservat ives un-
derstood the truc principles of
Responsib!e Governmcnt or not, they
understood what was in the interests
of the people, and, in the present
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instance, they clearly saw that those
interests were, that the people should
have a voice in the Legislature of the
Province, rnd that such voice should
not be disregarded by the Lieutenant-
Governor. Ho (Mr. Baby) was some-
what surprised at the statement made
by the hon. the Minister of Inland
]Revenue, but it was well known that
when the hon. gentleman entered the
second phase of his political life, he
publisihed to his countrymen a kind of
manifesto. hlie hon. Minister, in a
speech, in which he invited the Liberal
party of the Province of Quebee to
accept him as their leader said :

' There were at this lime (1819) a number of
young men of great talent and of sti:1 greater
impetuosity of character. Disappoirted in be-
ing too late to risk their lives in the war of
1837, they rushed blindly into the political
movemen t of the day. They were the foremost
supporters of Mr. Lafontaine in bis glorious
strug gle with L prd Metcalf. They afterwards
ahandoned him flor the more advanced policy
of Mr. Papineau, and, wbile they followed
him, as it was quite natural they should do,
they had soon outstripped him Emboldened
by their success, and carried away by their own
enthusiasm, thev established a paper, L'Avenir,
in which they assumed the position of reform-
ers and regenerators of their country.
Not Fatisfied with attacking the political
state of things, they audaciously fell
upon social institutions. They started a pro-
gramme, which contained not less than twenty-
one articles, commencing by the election of
Justices of the Peace, and ending with annex-
ation to the United States, and which meant
nothing less than totally revolutionizing this
Province. If it had been possible by a wave
of a wnnl that tle twenux-one articles of this
programme could bave been realized in the
course of a night, the countrv could not in the
morning have been recognizable. Any one
having lef t it the day before, and returning tbe
next morning, would have been completely
bewildered."

Now, hore was bis hon. friend the Min-
ister of lnland Revenue, who severely
eondemned bis coleague the lion. Min-
ister of Justice, who, the other day
only, said that lie did not, or had
ever belonged to the "National
Party," but hiad ailways been a mienber
of the old Liberal party, and, there-
fore, was the very embodiment of ail
the glorious plit ical principles pro-
mulgated to the world by the cele-
brated programmes of 1848 -nd 1854.
On the other hand, bore was also, from
the hon. Minister of Inland Revenue
himself, the proof, the undeniable
proof, that the Conservatives had car-
ried out the principlos of Responsible

Ma. BABY.
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Government in Canada, and had never
entertained the erratie ideas of annex-
ation and Republican institutions for)
Canada, to which the Liberals of
Quebec still adhered, as of old. The
hon. member for Quebec East said
annexation was an old isEue, dead and
buried. Not later than 1872 or 18t3
he (Mr. Baby), however, had listened
to a lecture, largely attended, given in
Montreal by a very worthy Senator,
one of the foremost gentlemen among
the Liberal Party, on annexation, on
whieh, he said, depended the salvation
of the country. The traditions of the
Liberal Party on this score are stid
followed. Yes, be it said to their
honour, if the Province of Quebee to-
day possessed a Responsible Goveri:
ment, il was not due to the Liberai
Party, but to the Liberal-Conservative
Party, which had kept the traditions
and followed in the footsteps of Lafont-
taine, Morin, Taché, Cartier, and the
others who lad fou ght for the principle
of Responsible Government. On the
contrary, annexation had always been
a plank in the platform of Lower
Canadian Liberals. The very Lieut-
enant-Governor of Quebec had uttered
the reasonable sentiment that ho was
in favour of annexation, when at
Kamouraska in 1873, and it was
therefore, not surprising that he should
now trample on our Constitution, s
as to render it odions to the peopl.
and try, thereby, to get them to look
to the other side of the lino for thc
protection of their political rights.
But heirill be happily frustrated in
his designs, by the good sense of tho
peoie of the Province of Quebce, as
were the Liberals il 184S and 1854.
Thlie hon. the Minister of nland
Revenue nor the niembers ot li
party, did not try to condone the
of Mr. Letellier, but by side issues, by
special pleading, they tried to wvc
the etfect on the people. It was left
to the hon. member for Montre'1
Contre, to whom ho would revert
again for a few minutes, to stand up
alone and defend the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor. lie (Mr. Baby) would not go
over all the reasons urged by tho hon.
momber for Montreal Centre in hi-
defence, but ho would only say that
had his honor, Mr. Letellier, been a
Conservative, ho would condemn hini
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in the same language in whieh he con-
demned him to-day, because the
interests of the country must rise far
above party spirit. Here was a pre-
cedent set by a Li beral of the Province
of Quebec, and which, from what he
could judge, would bc approved by

ori. gentlemen on the other side. The
hon. iember for Montreai Centre had
invoked precedcnts laid down iii Nova
Sotia and New Brunswick, as above
,-ated. Well, the same question
might corne ip again, only the rolls
miight be changed, and here would be
. precedent, which the Liberals

would not be able to disallow.
Certainlv there should be such a vote

n this subject as would say to this
,an: "You have not done your duty;

::ou knew what your duty was; it was
b'i)wni to you by the Constitution, and
ndicated to you by your predecessors,
md by the Government, even from
whcnm you hold your commission." le
;as sorry to say that the Liberals of this

country, of whom they might have
expeeted better thiings, to judge from
iheir professions, were exactly what
the Liberals were in other countries.
Yes, Liberals were everywhere the
'amre. When in Opposition there was
'o limit to their cries for liberty ; but
'Vhen in offiee there were no greater
*yrants. Now, the Opposition had
becn accused of disloyalty, and that,
Iost extraordinarily by the Liberals.
But no; they had always respected the
ights of the Crown as well as that of

ilhe people. They were called the
Tory Party; and the Liberal Party
was held up as the embodiment of
purity, and of everything that was
good for the people and as respecting
tLhe rights of the people. Suppose, for
argurnent sake, it was true that the
Cnservatives did not desire to do any-
*hing for the good of the people, then
:he Liberals should not conform their
aets to those of the Conservatives ; the
former should have a policy of their
oiwn, and in accordance with the prin-

iples they had laid down and
exhibited to the world. But no, this
was not the policy of the Liberal
P'arty. They were no greater tyrants
than the Liberals when they were in
power. The hon. member for Montreal
Centre had reproached the Opposition
with disloyalty to the Queen, and the

hon. gentleman said that the hon.
member for Charlevoix had cast asper-
sions on ihe character and head of the
Lieut.-Governor of the Province of
Quebec. Was lie then not right in
saying that when these gentlemen
were in power they said things which
they would never othcr'wisc utter, and
when in power they disguised and
sugar-coated-.if he might employ that
expression-their princilples. The
Govcrnment, on the day afier the 13th
of August, stated: -

Le coup d'état dont Ottawa a été hier le
théâtre nous reporte aux plus mauvais jours de
notre histoire, et Lord Dufferin, jusqu'ici si
populaire, vient d'inscrire son nom à la suite
de ceux de nos anciens gouverneurs LES PLUS
EXÉciÉs. Ce qui ajoute encore à l'indignation
soulevée contre lui, quoiqu'il ne soit en cette
circonstance que le SERVILE INSTRUMENT DU GOU-
VERNEMENT IMPERIAL, c'est le ton HY'ocRITH du
discours qu'il a prononce à Halifax et qui avait
fait un instant illusion sur ses intentions. Il
prononçait une parole qui aurait dû s'arrêter
sur ses lèvres, lorsque dans ce discours, il
s'écriait que son seul guile était le Parlement.
Ce Parlement réuni pour procéder à une
enquête impérieusement réclamée par la cons-
cience publique, qu'en fait-il ? Il le bajoue, il
lui interdit de délibérer, et il le renvoie sans
vouloir l'entendre.

" Etait-ce bien la peine de revenir exprès
d'Halifax pour infliger à la représentation du
pays solennellement convoquée cette grossière
insulte ? Lord Dufferin aurait aussi bien fait d'y
rester à tourner le madrigal et à conter fleurette
aux oisifs que d'aller à Ottawa donner le
démenti à ses propres paroles. Ce qu'on avait
pris pour de l'empressement à remplir son
devoir, n'était que du zèle à servir ses ministres.
Il se hâtait d'accourir pour leur obéir, pour les
couvrir.

" Eh bien! puisqu'il le veut; puisqu'il préfère
au respect d'un peuple libre l'accolade
d'hommes qui renoncent à revendiquer leur
honneur outragé ; puisqu'il abdique le rôle d'un
arbitre impartial n'écoutant que la voix du
Parlement, pour se fatire le serviteur docile de
ministres prévaricateurs, et qu'il n'est qu'un
LAQUAIS PORTANT LA LIvRIÉ IMPERIALE : qu'il
reçoive donc sa part du MÉPRIs public et qu'il
tombe au rang de ceux qu'il protége contre la
justice populaire......................... --...... .........
Tandis que les représentants du peuple déli-
bèrent, il ose se présenter sur le seuil, non pas
tout à fait comme Louis XI V en habit de chasse
et le fouet à la main, mais en costume officiet
et de l'air d'un VALET qui exécute une consigne!
N'hésitons pas à le dire : le peuple se serait
fait alors justice à lui-même que l'on aurait pu
déplorer sa colère, mais NON coNTESTEiia oN
DROIT.

" Que l'on fouille notre histoire, et que l'on
y recherche la trace des actes de tyrannie qui
ont rempli tant de pages de nos annales ; on
n'en trouvera aucun de plus ODIEUx que celui
dont nous sommes les témoins indignés. jamais
le droit du Parlement n'a été violé d'une façon
plus flagrante ; jamais l'intervention de l'auto-
rité impériale dans nos affaires n'a été plus
directe ni plus VIOLENTE. On met de côté le
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Parlement, on dédaigne l'opinion publique, on
nous impose un gouvernement dont nous ne
voulons Plus et qu'une majorité des députés
repousse."

Thesn were the very gentlemen who
said that the members of the Opposi-
tion werc disloyal, because they statel
that (overnor Letellier had acted un-
constitutionally in summarily dismiss-
ing his Ministers. When Lord Dufferin,
the Governor General, was acting in
the plenitude of' bis rights, and doing
what he should have done, constitu-
tionally speaking, in retaining his
Ministers in office because they had a
majority in the H1ouse, there were no
expressions too strong that could be
used against His Excellency, who, they
represented, had thus violated the con-
stitution, and set aside all the rights
and trapr>led upon the liberties of the
people. What, then, could they be-
lieve as to the political perfections of
these hon. gentlemen ? Neither they
nor the country could have any confi-
dence whatever in these hon. gentle-
men. He did not intend to weary the
Ilouse, but it was bis duty to rise in
bis place as a French Canadian, and as
the nember of' a large community in
the Province of Quebec, and to protest
most emphatically against this act of
the Lieut.-Governor in the Province of
Qucbec, and to say that the people
would not stand it, nor allow any man,
no mnatter how high lie might bc in the
political hierarchy, to trample upon
their rights. Gov. Letellier, on the
mnost flimsy of motives, had set aside
and dismissed bis Ministers. What
kind of arguments did bis honor
employ ? Arguments that no reason-
able man or any man of the least in-
telligence, and much less a statesman,
could admit as being reasonable.
His Ilonour was certainly justi-
fied in sending about bis Ministers.
The hon. member for Montreal Cen-
tre must know that the principle laid
down by the ex-Ministers, in regard to
the collection of the municipal sub-
scription, was not a new one, and not
at al[ odious. It was to bc found in the
Revised Statutes of >6 . le knew
right well if a person was illegally
seized, he could always have recourse
to another tribunal. The collection of
our municipal and school taxes were
based, to a certain extent, on that

Ma. BABr.

principle, which appears so odious to
the hon. member. Besiles, an Act
had been passed by the Legislature of
Ontario on the very same principle,
and about the sane subject, without
creating any alarm in the Province,

i but the municipalities werò not pre-
vented thereby, if they so desired, from
taking out a legail process in order to
have a case decided before the Courts.
Tac hon, gentleman must know this,
because he had a high legal standing
at the Bar, though hie seemed to be
blinded by his political partizanship.
The arguments made use of by the
other siie, were evidently only thrown
out as a kind of electoral dodgc. lHai
the Lieutenant-Governor been the mai>

I lie was supposed to bc, had he been a
mnan possessed of high constitutionai
attainment, which he was presumel to
have, lie would not bave acted as a
schemer or trickster. le would have
leld a high and honoured position in
the Province of Quebee, whereas now,
his memory would bc excerated, even
by his friends. He wouild bc treated
as a man who respected not principle,
but was influenced solely by political
partizanship. Most emphatically must
it be statel that the act which Mr.
Letellier committed was one un-
patriotie and unconstitutional-one.
also, which would cover his name with
infamiy, pol:tically s)eaking.

MR. LAFLAMME said he did not,
ut that late hour of the night, intend
to take up m'uch time, but would
merely anbwer a few observations
made by the hon. member for Terre-
bonne, and the hon, member for Char-
levoix. Well, once for all, ho felt he
must answer the miserable, insigniti-
cant accusations made against him by
those gentlemen. lie had heard these
accusations put forward seriously and
bombastically, but had not before
thought they iwere worth answering.
A great'deal had been said about a cer-
tain programme laid down by a certain
news)aper. Now, what he would ask
had that programme to do with the
Liberal party; The fact was this : ln
1848, twelve boys, the oldest of tLen
not being over twenty years of age,
subscribed a few shillings to start a
newspaper of a quarto size. He was
one of these editors, and with the
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others sent his contribution. This
was the paper, however, to which these
hon. gentlemen must resort, in order
to stigmatize the Liberal party, pre-
tending that the doctrines enunciated
by these twelve boys wero the gospel
of· the Liberal party. These boys were
attached to the Liberal party, of which
they were members, and out of their
zeal sought to introduce some new
ideas in that paper of theirs. When,
therefore, it was represented that these
programmes emanated from the Lib-
eral party it was done for the purpose
of scaring the intelligent electors.
Hon, gentlemen opposite tried to make
out that the Liberal party formerly
sought to bring about a revolution, by
pointing to the writing of these
twelve boys. le hoped the Ilouse
would never hear any more of this; it
was certainly a miserable thing for
leaders of the Conservative party to
argue that the Liberals, in their pro-
gramme. had lormerly insisted on a
severance from England. The articles
in the newspaper referred to were
written at a time wheni the leaders
fàvoured such a severance, because
they feared that, by the change in the
English tariff, they would suffer pecu-
niiarily. These young men had no such
mercenary motives; they saw a grand
vista opening, and the* laid down this
programme in their paper. In 1854
another programme was laid down.
By that time every one of these boys
had become young nien and were
occupying respectable positions. Now,
lie (Mr. Laflamme) never wrote a
word about annexation, except when
a youth of about twenty years of age.
He was one of the secretaries of the
Annexation Association when the Hon.
John Ross was one of its vice-presidents.
lie did not want to be held responsible
fhr the nonsense that appeared in every
newspaper in the country. If he took
the trouble to go over the Nouveau
Monde for the last ten years, he should
be able to make the Conservatives
responsible for many things. But it
was like a play to witness what they
had seen that evening,-to have seen
the emotion, the enthusiasm, the zeal,
the patriotism and the frenzywhich had
inspired hon. gentlemen of the Oppo-
sition with regard to the violation of
the Constitution, because the Lieuten-

ant-Governor of Quebec had acted
properly, under a principle which was
admitted to be one of the principles of
the British Constitution, in dismissing
his 1Ministry. He would not take up
the time ofthe Hlouse by going through
the history of that party; but when he
heard gentlemen speaking as Conser-
vatives, and as protectors of the liber-
ties of the people, lie thought it was
well to call attention to a few of the
principles which had been advocated
by that hybrid party. It was fron
the day that those who claimed to
maintain the true principles cf the
Liberal sehool, who pretended to be
the inheritors of the doctrines of the
old Reformers, the truc Reformers,
seceded from the new compound of
con scrvatism and liberalisn, and it
was in order to have some accusation
to make against the Iiberal Party, to
terrify those who were attach-
ed to the British Constitution,
that they were accused of being
anniexationists. There was no
nian in the Dominion who was
a more thorough and a more sincexe
admirer of the British Constitution
than the liberal Freneh Canadian of
Quebec, or who understands it better.
Had he time, lie could show where
destructiveness,not only ofthe Bi itish
Constitution but of all liberty was
lurking and actually at work during
the past ten years in the Province of
Quebec, but he would avail himself of
an opportunity afterwards.

MR. CAMERON said he had listened
attentively to what had been said by
hon. gentlemen opposite and had failed
to hear any one of them answer the
argument, advanced by the right hon.
member for Kingston. le had ex-
pected when the hon. the First Mii-
ister stood up to address the louse, to
hear a discussion of the subject, an ex-
planation ofhis reasons for dissenting
from the vieows of the right hon. mem-
ber. Instead of that his whole speech
consisted of this one argument, that
in his opinion it was inexpedient that
an opinion should now be expressed on
the subject. lie concoded the absolute
right of thie House to ditC'liSe the sub-
ject in every point; he admitted the
position which the hon. mover of the
resolution had taken that it was within
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the functions to censure the Lieut.-
Governor of any Province if ho had
violated the Constitution or set aside
the propriety which ought to govern bis
action in dealing with h is Ministers,but
concluded by saying that it was
inexpedient to enter on any such dis-
cussion. What was this louse to do ?
Could that be a correct principle that
ibis louse of Commons had a right to
discuss the subject and had no right to
express an opinion on it. That was
what the argu ment of the First Minister
unounted to. le said practically:
say what yon like upon it, discuss the
constitutional question but do not ex-
press an opinion by passing this reso-
lution, because the question is under
the consideration of the people and
vill le decided at the approaching

elections in Quebec. If the Lieu-
tenant Goovernors have any respon-
sibilities to this Huse, it must
be within the power of the bouse
to discuss the manner in which
they have discharged their duties,
whether the question be undfr ceonsi-
deration of another tribunal or not.
Had this bouse or had itnot therigbt
to discuss the grounds on which the
Lieut.-Governor of the Province of
Quebcc had dismissed bis Ministers,
the reason which he had assigned in
his memorandum to the Governor-Gen-
eral, or bis course of action on an im-
portant subject ? If they had, then
they had also the right to express an
opinion. But, however, put it on a dif-
forent ground. The hon. the First
Minister had said it would bo an inter-
ference with those principles of
Respr'nsible Governrnent if they
ventured to express an opinion on
a subject wbich the electors had
now before them. He (MIr. Cameron)
did not see that it followed at ail,
that because the electors of the Pro-
vince of Quebec had now before them
the condemnation or justification of the
Joly Ministry, this House had not the
right to pronounce an approval or con-
domnation of Mr. Letellier's course.
The two things were entirely different.
Mr. Joly might be sustained or con-
demned at the polls, for reas9ns which
would have ro influence whatever on
the question, as to whether Mr.
Letellier's action was justifiable or
unjustitiable, wise or unwise. The

Ma. CAMEsON.

people of Quebec had before them the
policy propounded by the Joly Gov-
ernment. It was true the Joly Goy,
ernment had taken upon themsolves,
as they were bound to do, the respon-
sibilities of the course taken by
Mr. Letellier in dismissing his former
Ministers. They had boldly accepted
that responsi bility ; no than ks to them;
they could do nothing else, according
to the first principles cf Constitutional
Government. It would ho a violation
of the elementary principle of our
Constitution to say that the succeeding
Ministry was not answerable for
all that the Governor had done, which
had led to their formation. No prin-
ciple was more plainly laid down than
that, but Mr. Joly had accepted a far
greater responsibility, and had appeal-
ed to the clctors of Quebec on far
different grounds. Mr. Jaiy did not
say: " Vote for us because the Lieuten-
ant-Governor was right in dismissing
the DeBoucherville Ministry, but
vote for us because the policy we
propose is a better one than theirs;
we are going to pursue a
)olicy of economy, to have no taxes

on the various proceedings of a com-
mercial character, to adopt a certain
policy with regard to the railway
question, to introduce reforms of vari-
ous kinds; for all these reasons it is
desirable you should support us." Was
it not possible the elector might say,
when considering the propriety of
voting for a particular candidate,
"Although I condemn the action of the
Lieutenant-Governor, yet I think the
policy of the Joly Government is so
superior to that of the DeBoucherville
Ministry, I will vote for their candi-
date." If that were possible, nothing
else was required to show the two
questions were entirely different.
While this House might aDd ought to
condemn the Lieute'nant-Governor if it
considered his reasons unfounded, it
did not follow that the fact that the
Joly Government might hereafter be
sustained at the polls, would be ajusti-
fication of his course. If that were the
case, surely this House was not lim-
ited to an important conclusion as to
whether Letellier was right or wrong,
and not follow that up by a format ex-
pression of its opinion. The argument
of the hon. the First Minister seemed
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to him tosum itself up in that single
position. Sarely that was a concession
>f the whole argument, and the House
was brought to the consideration of
lhe question whether the dismissat of
his Ministry by Mr. Letellier was wise
,or unwise, and wbether the circum-
stances of that dismissal were of such
an extreme character that it was pro.
per that the censure of Parliament
,4hould be expressed against him. With
the single exception of the member for
Montreal Centre (Mr. Devlin) no
bon. member had attempted to
sustain the propriety of the
<-onrso of the Lieutenant-Governor.
That lion. gentleman bad attemeted
to defend the Lieutenant-Governor's
action on constitutional grounds. It
was not contended that the Lieutenant-
Governor did not possess the right to
dismiss his Ministers, and, therefore,
the question to be decided was as to
whether Mr. Letellier was justified in
the action he had taken. lt was im-
possible for bon. members to -peruse
the documents that had been submit-
ted to the House, and thon deliberately
declare that the Lieutenant-Governor,
under the circumstances of the case,
was in any sense justified in the course
he pursued. The Lieutenant-Governor
in the summary of bis argument as
to bis action submitted to the Gov-
ernor-General, justified it on thrce
grounds: 1st, that his conduct was
constitutionai; 2nd, that the con-
duct of the Ministry endangered
the prerogative of the Crown ; and
3rd, that it also endangered the
nost important interests of the peo-
ple. That bis conduct was consti-
tutionai, it was highly necessary
to discuss. While it was admitted that
under the Constitution Mr. Letellier
had the constitutional right to dismiss
bis Ministers, it did not follow that bis
conduct was right, and that he bad ex-
'ercised his constitutional functions in
a proper manner, which was the ques-
tion under discussion. Mr. Letellier
referred to the prerogative of the Gov-
ernor. If he could show that Ly the
course of the Ministry the prerogative
of the Crown had been in any way in-
terfered w4h, thon he, the iepre-
sentative of the Crown, in the
qualified sense in which he was
the representative, could call the
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Ministers to account, and, if it was
necessary, dismiss them. His Hon-
our, however, conceded that position
when he state d that lie was satis-
fied that bis late advisershad no inten-
tion to disregard the prerogative of the
Crown. Mr. Letel lier had also charged
his Ministry with having invaded im-
portant interests of the people. He
(Mr. Cameron) was not, however, pre-
pared to accede the position that Lieu-
tenant-Governors of Provinces were, in
an especial manner, the guardians of
the interests of the people when the
Ministry was sustained by two-thirds
of the reprosentatives of the people in
eai branch of the Legislature. No
paragraph in the Confederation Act,
and nothing in the Governor's instrue-
tions gave Mr. Letellier the power to
summarily dismiss bis Ministers under
such circumstances. It had beenurged
by the hon. the Premier that Lieuten-
ant-Governors possessed exactly the
same powers as the Governor General
and as the Crown in regard to those
matters. He (Mr. Cameron) did not
concede that position, and Mr. Todd,
in his brochure which ho had recently
published, expressed a different view.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Where ?

Ma. CAMERON said that on page
27 there was the following:-

''Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the
Colonies (Earl Carnarvon) in a despatch to
Lord Dufferin, the Governor-General, dated
7th January, 1875, observes, that these officers,
'Iowever important, locally, tbeir functions
may be, are a part of the Colonial Administra-
tive Staff, and are more immediately responsi-
ble to the Governor-General in Council. They
do not hold Commissions from the Crown, and
neither in power or privilege resemble thse
Governors, or even Lieutenant-Governors, of
Colonies to whom, after special e nsideration
of their personal fitness, the Queen, under the
Great Sel of Her own hand and signet, dele-
gates portions of Her prerogatires, and issues
Her own Instructions.'"

MR. MACKENZ[E: Does the hon.
gentleman give that as Mr. Todd's
opinion ?

MR. CA%1ERON said he granted ho
had been misled in saying that this
was Mr. Todd's opinion, but it was
that of a far higher authority, namely,
that of the Secretary of State for the
Colonies.
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Ma. MACKENZ[E: The
of State does not pretend
authority on such questions.

[COMMONS.]

Secretary
to be an

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: lie
is an authority in England on those
points.

MR. CAMERON said it was quite
i mmaterial whether Mr. Todd approved
that opinion or not, because it was
maintained by a higher authority.
And then the hon. the First Minister
tried to belittle this discussion and this
matter, and he said that this was only
the case of a Lieut.-Governor re noving
the Ministry and appointing another.
He (Mr. Cameron) should like to
know whether there could be a
more important exorcise of the fune-
tions of a Governor or a Lieut.-Governor
than the removal of one Minister
and the appointrnent of another.
There vas no doubt that Lieutenant-
Governors had certain powers; but, if
it was boldly asserted that they had the
same powers, which meant as extensive
and as large powers in every respect,
as the Sovereign or the (overnor-Gen-
oral, he dissented from that position,
and said that Mr. Todd did not take it;
and, if lie understood the First Minis-
ter aright, ho stated the proposition in
a mucli larger sense and in larger
termis than Mr. Todd stated it, and cer-
tainly in terms quite contradictory to
those stated in Lord Carnarvon's des-
patch. When the hou. the Minister of
Public Works rose, ho was speaking of
the manner in which the hon. gentle-
man had treated this matter as one of
little moment. He had asked the
flouse if they had had, during the
whole progress of thàis Session-he
certainly, speaking from his own recol-
lection, could say that, during the
short time ho had had the honour of
being a member of this House, they
had not had-a discussion of a more
grave character, or of more importance
to the interests of the country, than
the present one; or which involved
the good government of the country in
a more important degree, or upon
which the future of Canada and the
proper working of our Confederation
system more completely and entirely
depended. Moreover, was it of such
little importance that a Ministryshould
ho dismissed, or that a Ministry should

M. CAMERoN.

be appointed ? Would the hon. gen
tiemen opposite think it of littie im-
portance if His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General some fine day, if he did
not agree with some of their measurie,
should sumnarily dismiss them ; or
would the country at large think it
little matter, or would the large majori-
ty of hon. gentlemen opposite who
sustained the Ministry and who o-
eupied the Government benches, think
it was a little matter and one undeserv.
ing the attention of Parliament, if Ls
Excellency should be advised, or tlhiuk
fit in his own discretion, summarilv t>
dismiss them because he thought that
they were not governing the country,
and not proposing measures to Parli-
ment, in the interosts of the public.
With respect to that subject, and te
view which the party of which the hon.
the Fir'st Minister was a member held.
he would refer to the words of the leal-
ing organ of that party. Perhaps the
hon. member for North York, would be
able, if he addressed the Bouse on thi
subject, to show whether there was any
distinction between the position o'
facts at that time in Ontario, and those
now existing in Quebec. The IReform
Press characterised in bitter terms what
certainly was an Act in no dogree ap-
proaching in enormity of power and ii
its unjustifiable character as to the ex-
orcise of power in the then Province of'
Canada, compared to that which the
Lieutenant- Governor of the Province of
Quebec had recently exercised. All
that Sir Edmund Head, did on thait
occasion was to r-efuse to notify Mr.
Brown, when ho assumed the task
of forming a Ministry, that if ho ad-
vised a dissolution ho (Sir Edmunid
Head), would consider it on its merits
but would not pledge himself beforu
hand to dissolve Parliament. Mr.
Brown did form a Ministry and did
advise dissolution, but Sir Ednund
Head declined to accode to this request
for reasons which ho had stated in a
memorandum at the time ; and because
ho did so, and would not dissolve a
House which had voted want of confi-
dence in the previous Ministry a few
days before by an overwhelming
majority, and because ho refused t>
give to a Ministry which was evidentlY
not possessed of the confidence of Par-
liament, and which was in a large
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minority in the House-a dissolution,
and that of a Par liament but recently
elected,he was stigmatised in severe ]an-
guage: and the people of Canada were
told that we were in days worse than
the worst of the days of the Stuarts,
and subject to one man power and one
man govern ment; that the Ministers
and members of Parliament night as
well bc abolished, and that we had
corne to those days in which we had
the single man dietating to the people
what the government of the country
should be ; ard, in fact, carrving on
singIe man power and single man gov-
ernment.le would like to know whether
a Lieut.-Govetnor was to be invested
with tic power of saying whether
measures which two-thirds of the re-
presentatives of the people in both
louses lad passed, and had in their
wisdom said were necessary for the
good Government of the country,
should be allowed or not; and of not
01nly expressing, but also acting upon
a different opinion, and of saying: " I
won't have these measures, although
an overwhelming majority of my Par-
liament says that they are right and
proper." What else was this but one
man power ? Was it ever intended
that the Lieut.-Governor, under our
constitutionat system, should be vested
with such power? Certainly it was
not; and if the hon. the First Min-
ister went throngh the Province of
Ontario and tried to convince his
Reform followers there, that in sustain-
ing Mr. Letellier in his action in the
Province of Quebec, he (Mr. Mac.
kenzie) was adopting a course in accord-
ance with Reform principles, or in
accordance with what the Reformers
and every intelligent man in Ontario
believed to be the proper system of good
Government, ho would utterly fail in
convincing them ofthis; and they might
depend upon it that when this question
came to be discussed before the people
of Ontario, as soon would be the case,
there would be an unmistakable ex-
proision of opinion from one end of
the country to the other, that the
action of the Lieutenant Governor was
uniustifiable; and if the House sustained
it by a vote that night, such action by
this flouse would not be carrying out
legitimately and properly those prin-
ciples of Responsible Government by

1 *4

which they believed they were governe 1
and on which they wished and intended
to be governed. They had no idea of
submitting to the power of any Lieu-
tenant-Governor, or of investing him
with the absolute right to say that,
"Although the Parliament of the coun-
try thought that one particular course
was right, or that one particular mcas-
ure was proper, becaue he thought
different, [ will have none of it, and if
you do not agree with me, I wili
dismiss you and send you about your
business, and I will go on and try
Parliament after Parliaiment and dis-
solve the louse again and atgain."
Because if the Lieutenant-Governor
could do it once, when a large majority
supported the Govern ment of the day,
he could do it again and try with all
the assistance of the Executive to
cabal, and to go on as apparently they
had been going on in the Province of
Quebec, in order to get a Parliament
elected with the undue exercise of the
Executive power to favour the views
of the Lieutenant-Governor. Under
such cireumstances ho beld that the
whole Dominion would rise in rebellion
rather than submit to such an exorcise
of tyrannical and over-ruling power.
In reference to this matter ho would
like to know why hon. gentlemen op-
posite had not adopted the position
which, when the matter was first be-
fore the public it was concoded by
their leading organ it, was necessary
they should adopt. In an article pub-
lisbed in that paper it was said -

" But any point may be constitutional and
yet wrong in itself. Lieut.-Governor Letellier
may have had a clear right to dismiss his Min-
isters and yet his doing so might have been
thoroughly unjustifiable, and it seems to us
this is tue vital issue of the controversy."

And yet this was the issue hon. gentle-
men opposite wished to evade now.
Why did the hon. member for South
Bruce take so little interest in this de-
bate seeing ho had been able to write
such an exhaustive production on the
subject as ho did in bis memorandum
to the Colonial Offlee two years ago ?
Why had not ho risen in bis place and
justified the course which the Lieut.-
Governor had ptursued, if it was capa-
ble of being justified ? Why had his
hon. friendC from Chateauguay, a great
authority on constitutional questions,
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remained so bilent. The hon. member
for Montreal Centre certainly, though
an Irishman, rose in his place and pro-
nouneed a tribute of praise in favour
of Lieut.-Govei-rior Letellier. le had
donc what Lon. gentlmen of French
extraction on the other side of the
lIou-e had lailed in doing. The whole
secret why the action of Mr. Let ellier
was so satisfactory to hon. gentlemen
opposite was that he had endeavoured
to get rid of Toryism in Quebec with
a bigh han]. If tine allowed, he
would have liked to go through some
of the cases which his bon. friend froin
Montreal Centre had referred to and
show his eriors in statement. For
instance the hon. gentleman stated
with reference to the New Brunswick
case that Mr. Sutton required his Gov-
crnment to repeal the Prohibition
Act and that because they refused
to do so ho dismissed them. Now
what Mr. Manners Sutton required his
Government to do was nothing of the
kind. What lie required thom to do
was to dissolve Parliament, or rather,
ho recommended them to concur in
dissolving Parliament, in order that
an appeal might be made to the peole,
inasmuch as ho believed-and subse-
quent events showed ho was right-
that in carryinig out the Prohibition
Act, they were going against the
wishes of the people. fie desired a
constitutional course; the Government
dissented from it; then they retired
and held office till he formed a new
Ministry. He took the responsibility
of dissolving Parlament, and ap-
pealing to the people, and he was sus-
tained in every stop ho had taken by
a vote of 32 to !). His hon. friend
also referred to Lord Palmerston's
case, and the complaint of the Queen
as to his violation of those rules under
which the intercourse of the
Sovercign and Min'ister should be
carried on. But the hon. gentleman,
in quoting that case, also mis-stated
the facts. If ho (Mr. Cameron) reeol-
lected rightly, the complaint of Her
Majesty was that Lord Palmerston
had indicated to the French ambassa-
dor as a conclusion, that the Govern-
ment had decided upon a certain
course of action, upon which she had
not been consulted, and upon which
the Ministry, as a whole, had pro-

MR. CAMERON.

nounced no opinion. Lord Palmerston
then stated that he lad enly been ex-
r pre-sing, informally, his own indiri-
dual opinion, and not stating tho con-
elusions of the Government. The
subject under discusmion was too long
a one to Le entered into at the present.
It had been dealt with to some extent
by his hon. friend from Sherbrooke,
particularly with regard to two mea-
sures of a public character, whieh the
Lieutenant-Governor disapproved of-
the Railroact Act and the Stamp Act.
The chief complaint seemed to be that
Mr. DeBoucherville stated, in refer-
enee to the Railway Act, that the
Legislature was controlled by rings.
That statement was not sufficient,
however, because rings existed and
would exist in Parliament, yet it
might not be a coerced Parliament.
The other complaint, in reference to
the conduet of certain financial matters
was rather a complaint against the
mode than the principle. Then with
regard to his statement that all legis-
lation was manifestly amenable to
his authority, he (Mr. Cameron) did
not think that could be sustained. Of
course there were certain acts which
must obtain his assent, and ho had a
right to be consulted as to the general
policy of the Goverinment, but to say
every act must come before him would
ho to say what was manifestly unwar-
rantable by authority, The whole of
the complaints, therefore, were of a
flimsy character, and no hon. gentle-
man had attempted to defend then
upon their merits. He contended that
the acts of the Lieutenant-Governor
were open to the criticism of this
Iouse, and that in the exorcise of their
duty they should pass a vote of censure
upon him, if ho was found doserving Ot
censure.

MR. HUNTINGTON said ho should
be ashamed to occupy, at this late
hour, much of tbe time of the House,
but there were some points in this dis-
cussion it might be convenient to
briefly consider. They had been told
by the right hon. member for Kingstonî
(Sir John A Macdonald) that the rela-
tions of a Lieutenant-Governor Of
this Parliament were similar to those ot
the Governor-General to the Parliament
of England; but there was a wide
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difference. Suppose the Parliament of
England sent out a Governor to one of
the Colonies and a similar difficulty to
the present one arose, the members
of that Parliament were far removed
from the polities of the Colony, and
the tribunal before whieh the difficulty
would be considered,would be a non-par-
tisan tribunal-where nothing was
known of the politics of the Colony and
where the alleged offence was com-
mitted, and where the adjudication
would ho above partisan views. But,
he asked tho hon. member for Kings-
ton, the hon. members for Terrebonne,
Charlevoix and North Victoria, and
others, whether it was possi ble to con-
ceive the discussion of such a ques-
tion boing carried on here with the
same impartiality and absence of party
feeling,as would charactegise an inquiry
by the Imperial Parliament into the
conduet of a Colonial Governor.
This was, at ail events, sufficiant evi-
dence to prove the impossibility of
making Parliaient the tribunal for
the trial of the offence, if offence were
committed. lIe (Mr. HIuntington)
had taken the occasion to state his
belief, wben the right hon. member
for Kingston had introduced his mo-
tion, that it was not entircly in accord-
ance with constitutional views, and
that it would develop into a partizan
discussion. Ie would say for the
benefit of those who chose to listen to
himn, for the people of Quebec, that
during the elections which were to
take place in Quebec during the next
three weeks, there wouli not be an
assembly in a single parish where the
speeches made by those for or against
the action of the Lieutenant -Governor
would relaie, in a more intense degree,
to the local polities of the Governmont,
than those pronounced here. They
had an exhibition ground made in this
Hlouse pending the elections in the
neighbouring Province, which was in-
tendel not alone to vindicate the
views of this Parliament on the
ronstitutional question, but to afford
pabulum to the speakers in the meet-
ings which were to take place during
the next three weeks, at Quebec.
There would not be in the whole Pro-
vince of Quebec, so able, so fervid, so
partizan a speech against the Lieu-
tenant-Governoir, as that pronounced

by the hon. member for Terrebonne,
and ho might include the others who
followed him. In the exercise of that
right which they admitted to exist,
they found themselves holding a
Quebec political meeting in which
hon. members were charged with
the duty of discusing the con-
stitutional question, but in which
tbey were, in fact, pronouneing
political speeches to influence the elec-
tions about to open in that Province.
This was to be inferred from the fact
that there was, ho would not calt it an
indecent, but an inconvenient haste in
seizing upon the opportunity of dis-
cussing this question now, in order to
disturb the minds of the people to
whom it had been relegated, at ail
events, in a constitutional way,
whether an unwise one or not. This
Parliament, which found this Conser-
vative Party with an interest only in
the great political issue, could have
afforded to wait until the opportunity
had been given the people to decide
upon their own affairs. And if this
fouse passed to-night this motion, and
if, according to current rumors which
the hon. member for Montreal Centre
(Mr. Devlin) had shown to be correct,
Joly would be supported and main-
tained during the coming election, in
what position would this Parliament
stand did it deciare bis action to have
been unconstitutional ? In what posi-
tion would the hon. mcmber for Terre-
bonne (Mfr. Masson) stand if, when he
went before his constituents, they
demanded of him whyhe interfered with
the question pending before this Ilouse,
and he undertook to tell them that he
had taken right constitutional ground,
after having dealt, not only with the
Constitution question, but having de-
nouned with a denunciation which ho
(Mr. H1untington) would not char-
acterize, the Lieut.-Governor of the
Province of Quebec as if ho meant
something more tian partizan-
ship? The hon. nember for
Charlevoix (Mr. Langevin) had stated
that the Lieut.-Governor was a violent,
bitter partizan. Was Mr. Letellier
more violent and partizan than most
men in public life ? Dd the hon.
member for Charlevoix, who had
fought the Lieu t.-Governor throughout
a long political career, hold that he
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was above partizanship and had not
taken an opportunity to stab his old
adversary on this high Constitutional
question which the people of Quebec
had been promised yesterday,would be
only a Constitutional and not a
partizan vote. The efforts of the bon.
gentleman to-night, which had been a
failure, to start up the worst possible
considerations among the people of
the Province of Quele2,in a histrionic,
dramatic and tragic manner which be
had nover, perhaps, attempted before,
was an evidonce of the deep study
which the hon. gentleman had gone
through when he had prepared him-
self to pronounce a speech which he
expected would be read and re-
peated in every parish in the
Province. It would not be dignified
for this Parliament to enter upon that
struggle. If he (Mr. Huntington)
were to propose a resolution it
would be that it was unwise at this
time to interfere in this matter and
bring on a discussion which was not
intended to have any effect but that of
influencing the local elections of Que-
bec. The bon. menber's speech was
one wbich night have been pronounced
in some rear parish. The responsi-
bility of the Lieutenant-Governor's
action had been taken by his Minis-
lers, and had gone to the people for a
verdict, and it was only fair they
should exorcise this right. The
hon. member for Montreal East had
sounded the warning truly, that this
disposition of the Parliai.ent to inter-
fore was a danger to the liberty of the
Local Legislature, to its existence, and
to its entity. They bad no right to
interfore with the local elections, and
it was indecent and impropor that they
should undertake at all to interfere in
the sense claimed by the Opposition.

MR. PLUMB quot cd copiously fron
eminent authorities in support of his
view that the Lieutenant-G(oernor
had exceeded his constitutional fuic-
tions.

MR. McDOUiGALL (TLree Rivers),
said that he wisbe 1 to express his
opinions with regard to the great con-
stitutional question wbich was then
before the House, which was of
extreme importance, vnd which
interested the Provin:e of Quobec

MR. IIUNTINGToN.

in particular. It was the duty of
Lower Canadians to do so on
this occasion. Very elaborate speeches
had been delivered by hon. gentlemen
sitting on that side of the House on
this subject, which, by them, had
been treated in an extraordi-
narily ahle manner, but less ably
by the leaders of the hon. gentlemen
opposite. Ie did not attach the same
importance to the latter as he did to
the former speeches. The address of
the right hon. member for -Kingston
was a chef d'ouvre in every respect;
and he had proved that a Governor or
a Lieutenant-Governor had not the
right at the present time to disniss the
Minisiers under these (ircumstances.
The right hon, gentleman had treated
the constitutional question in every
possible light. At the present time,
under the working of the English
Constitution, it was not possible
even for the Queen to dismiss
her Ministers, unless for reasons of an
extraordinarily grave nature, and for
causes which intimately affected the
very existence of the State itself. In
a recent case which happened at the
Cape of Good Hope, where the Colony
was menaced with an attack from the
natives. a grave reason of State existed
for such interference, as the interests
of the Empire were there concerned.
But what interests were at stake in the
present instance ? None at ail in re-
ality. The complaints of the Lieuten-
ant-Governor were puerilo, childish.
and quite insufficient to justify his con-
duct. Since 1831, the power of the
Crown had disappeared to a certain
point. Nevertheless it could not be
forgotten that the Crown had certain
power at the present time but the
nonarch had no right to dissolve the

Ilouse or dismiss his Ministers, and to
arrogate to himself purely and siimlply
the power of the'people. Power rested
under our present system of Govern-
ment with the people; this was an
undoubted fact. It was ne essary thalt
sone rules should exist for the guidance
of tho exorcise of tbis power, which was
regulated bore by Parliament to begin
with. In England this vas donc by
the House of Commons and the House
of Lords; and in ail cases, the power
was alwvays placed with the people.
U: less the peopl were consulted iii
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the exercise or authority, this power
was exercised in an arbitrary manner,
and a manner contrary to ail constitu-
tional ideas and to our systom of Gov-
ernment. This was undoubtedly the
fact. If, in England, at the present
time, the Sovereign committed such an
act as Mr. Letellier had been
guilty of, he would most certainly
disappear from the scene. The Queen
had perhaps a right to dismiss
her Ministers in theory, but
in practice, she could not do it without
running the risk of losing her head, or
without endangering her throne. No
Xing or Queen in England would dare
to dismiss her Ministers without incur-
ring the danger of being dethroned,
and destroyed. Let them apply this
principle to our system of Govern-
ment. A great error had been corn-
mitted in forming this Confederation
and our constitutional system. He
was not an admirer of the working of
this systom of Government, though the
tault of its origination might fall upon
his political friends as well as upon his
political opponents. le considored that
this was an extremely hard system. It
was conceived at a moment when poli-
tical ideas as to Confederation were
leranged by the Arnerican war. The
impression was thon formed that the
American system was then defective.
because the sovereign power was vested
with the Local Governments, and the
power of the Federal Government was
jimited to certain provisions inserted
n the Constitution. The founders of

our Constitution believed that they
Were much cleverer than other people;
and that they had prepared a system
which was superior to the American
ystemn. The consequence of this was

tllt the supreme powcr was placed in
the hands of the Central and Federal
Giovernmcnts, while the powers of the
Local Governments were well defined.
A very grave error had becn committed
m placing the supreme power with the
Federal Government, and this was the
auNe of the danger in which they to-

'Jv ':>j-n themselves. This Govern-
hrit was given absolute control over
tne Local Governnents in such a way
that all local legislation was capable of
being submitted to the approbation and

anctflion of the Federal Government.
What were the consequences of this

state of things ? The Federal Govern-
ment, whatever it might be,
or the Governor in Council,
which always meant the FirstMinister,
and the other members had the right to
disavow every law passed by the Local
Governments ; and the moment they
were disavowed, they were no longer
law. This was unquestionable. Hence
this Government could control theLocal
Legislatures; and not only so, but owing
to the action of Lioutenant-Governor
Letellier in this instance, the danger
with wbich their system was threat-
ened was visible. The Lieutenant-
Governor was appointed by the Federal
'ïovernment; and the Governor-in-
Council here vas not the Governor
General, a perfectly impartial author-
ity, but the Ministers who wero con-
trolled by the First Minister, who was
the dominating spirit in his Cabinet as
at prosent organized. Everything de-
pended on the First Minister, who
appointed the Lieutenant-Governor.
The Provincial Governments might bc
politically hostile to the Premier here,
and his party, and ho to assure to him-
self the support of a Province, could
appoint one of his tools a Lieutenant-
Governor. lIe was not now making
any personal allusion. He was well ac-
quainted with M. Letellier de St. Just,
who, ho had every reason to tbink, was
a gentleman ; but at the same time he
admitted that His Honour was an ex-
treme partizan. This was the state of
things in the Province of'Qaebec. Thu
Federal Government had appointod au
ont and out partizan Lieutouant-Gov-
ernor, who would do, no matter what,
for his party; even, porhaps, beyond
the limits of roason. The facts of the
prosent case wore well known; and it
was unquestionable that a coup d'état
had becH committed at Quebec. Tho
correspondence and the explanatio ns
given, proved this beyond cavil. This
was excessively cluar. He did not
know who hal inspired His lonour to
make this coup d'état, and all the ap-
pearances proved that it had been
inspired by the Ottawa Adminis-
tration, in order to seize upon
power in the Province of Quobec, und
to influence the approaching elec-
tions, notably in that Province, but also
throughout the whole Ih>minion. He
udgod of the matter as every reason
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ing man did. Certainly all the
appearances and all the proofs led them
to believe that this coup d'état was in-
spired with this object. The truth
was this: Tho Province of Quebec had
its particular institutions, as far as the
French portion of the population was
concerned, which merited preserva-
tion. Its laws were different to those
in the other Provinces; the predomi-
nant religion was different, and then
they had this peculiar feature, the use
of the Freneh language. In fact, the
peculiar situation of the Province ren-
dered the Confederation system a
necessity. le was not a French Ca-
nadian, but simply and purely a
Scotchman ; but he represented a con-
stituency whieh was in great part
French Canadian, and the preservation
of theso institutions was considered a
matter ot very great importance to thc
French Canadians. The danger lie
wished to indicale was this: The mo-
ment they gave the power to a Lieu-
tenant-Governor appointed by the
Fedoral Government to dismiss
bis Ministers and control the
legislation of the Province, they aban-
doned all their safeguards. i here was
no doubt tbat the First Minister of the
Federal Government was the princi-
pal power in this organization,
and this Minister would possibly be an
Upper Canadian, a Scotchman, and a
Presbyterian, one who probably would
have no sympathy whatever with the
institutions peculiar to Lower Canada.
This Minister appointed, as Lieut.-
Governor, one of his tools, who need
not necessarily be a Canadian French-
man, nor always necessarily a Letellier
de St. Just; and by these means, which
were due to a very grave mistake
made in the original phn as to our
Constitution, the Provincial Ministry
and Legislature might bc controlled by
the Federal Government.

MR. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin):
Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman is
speaking after moving an amendment
which was lost.

MR. SPEAKER: The point is well
taken. May states that it is a desir-
able rule that whore a meniber has
moved or seconded a motion for the
adjournment of a debate, after his
motion bas been negatived, he is not

Mi. McDoUGALL.

entitlod to speak again to the main,
question.

Ma McDOUGALL (oThree Rivers):
I am speaking to the point of order.

Ma. SPEAKER: The hon. gentle
man is out of order.

MR. CIMON said ho would com-
plete the speech of the hon. member
fer Three Rivers, which was of the,
greatest importance. The noises
made by bon. gentlemen opposite were
their cries of conscience, produced by
remorse, owing to the vote which they
were going to give against the motion
of the right hon. momber for Kingston.
Thore were no two roads by which one
could arrive at a decision respecting
the question which was before
the louse. He heard cries which
hon. members ceurtainly could not
make. There were evidently strangers
in the House. H1e thought that Mr.
Speaker should repress the disorder or
leave the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Speaker wiß
dischargo his duty as lie thinks it
ought to be discharged. I have again
and again appealed to bon. members of
the House to try and conduct the de-
bates, if they are to proceed, in a quiet
and proper manner; and I now appeal
to hon. gentlemen on both sides of the
louse to corne to an arrangement, and
put an end to what I must regard as a
most unseemly stylo of proceeding.

Ma. CIMON said these noises were
necessary to stiflu the cries of the con-
sciences of hon. gentlemen opposite.
The day would yet come when these
lion, gentlemen would have to go
befbre the people and their constitu-
ents, and then they would find that
these interruptions would would be to
therm of little avail. The liberties of
Lower Canada were now in peril.
Popular rights and popular liberties
were in danger. Two French-Canadiain
memt bers of the present Government
had instigated Mr. Letellier's coup
d'état. The British North America
Act ivas their charter of liberty; and
its provisions had been atrociously vio-
lated by the Lieutenant-Governor. He-
demanded a hearing. If Sir John A.
Macdonald returned to power, a Con-
servative Lieutenant-Governor might
bo sent to Quebec, where Mr. Joly
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might possibly have 25 of a majority;
and, acting like Mr. Letellier, open the
door and expel him from offlee. Their
ancestors had conquered the rights
and privileges which they enjoyed
at the price of their blood on the
scaffold and on the field of battle, and
yet this was treated by hon. gentle-
men opposite as a matter of little im-
portance, when it was in reality of
vital monent. There was not a man
in the House who would vote against
the motion of the right hon. member
for Kingston, who would not say that
this act of the Lieut.-Governor was
not only illegal but an outrage. lIe
left this matter with the consciences of
hon. inembers, who would each feel
that in voting against this motion, that
lie was committing an act for which ho
would be subject to reproach until the
end of his life. le did not share the
hypocrisy of hon. gentlemen opposite.
le had the greatest respect tr the
hon. merr er for Chateauguay, the
Nestor of the louse, who, if he would
tell the hon. gentlemen opposite con-
scientiously what he thought, and what
ho believed about this matter, he would
certainly exercise a great influence, and
be of grcat utility in bringing theso
lion. gentlemen to vote for the motion
of the right bon. gentleman ; but the
Nestor of the House saw that the
(ounsel which he would give to the
hon. gentlemen would be to vote for
this motion. The House should not
reject this motion, and place itself
tifty years bebind the age. What had
happened in this relation was known
as about to occur three months ago,
when ho had heardt of it, and six
months ago he had hoard that a great
Coup d'état was contemplated in the
Province of Quebec. This affirmation
wxas not made lightly, but seriously;
and lie could sustain it by proof, viz.:
-this cou) d'état was meditated over
Six monhs ago, and meditated
by members who sat on the other side
ot the House. Tins act was advised
iy hon, gentlemen opposite. To
vote down th's motion would be to de-
clare that a Lieutenant-Governor had a
right to dismiss Ministers in favour of
his own political party. It had been
Proposed by the hon. the First M inister
to hold the local and federal elections
together, but the coup d'état was not

well received by the House, and th&
hon. the First Minister was obliged to-
change his plans. The local elections
were then ordered first; and the hon.
gentleman was trying to justify himsolf'
beforo the people of the Dominion of'
Canada. Hon gentlemen opposite had
changed their tacties. The hon. the First
Minister said that they liad nothing
to do with local elections; but in 1872,
the New Brunswick School question.
came before the House, and it was.
brought up by the hon. gentlemen op.
posite, who, though they had mado
this pretension, then held wlen they
sought to obtain a vote against the
Conservative Government of the day,
that this House had somethir.g to do
with provincial affiairs. A manifest
outrage had been cornmitted in the
Province of Quebec. The Lieutenant-
Governor wished to govern the people
against their will, and t> chain down
the popular will and privilegez. In
order to restore lis Ilonour to his
senses, sone authority should be exer-
cised by this Governrment. If this Ad-
ministration did not do so, what
could bring a Lieutenant-Governor
under such circumstances to his senses ?
Had the supplies been granted before-
the De Boucherville Government was
disnissed, the Joly Cabinet could
have remained for a year in power-
against the will of the people.
He thought that if the han. member for
L'Islet would reveal the interviews
that had taken place before this coup
d'état occurred, the hon. gentleman
would have something very in-
teresting to say on this sub-
ject. Sorme authority ovor the Lieut -
Governor must exist, and it rested.
with this Parliament and the GovOrIn
ment ofthe Dominion,and in the hands
of the hon. the First Minister. The
hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie) dare
not say that the Lieut.-Governor was
right; and, in failing to defend the act,
tie hon. gentleman admitted that His
Ilonour was guilty of the serions offence
laid to his charge. This louse
had jurisdiction over and could censure
the Lieut.-Governor, who had donc a
great wrong. Supposintg the Gover-
nor-General dismissed this Ministry
because a large number _f the mem-
bers had had contracts with the Gov-
ernment and did not occumpy in-
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dependent positions, these hon. gentle-
men would not approve of this action.
The " rings " to which the allusion had
been made as to the Quebec Legisla-
turc had been composed of men sent
there by their constituents to advocate
and seek from the Local Government
the constructinn of railways. These
were honest rings and not dishonest
rings such as were in this House dur-
ing other Sessions in connection with
the Government. The latter were con-
tractors who sought to enrich them-
selves, not to benefit their con-
stituents ; this was the difference
between those two kinds of rings.
The Lieut.-Governor had advanced
false assertions in his letters to His
Excellency the Governor-General. The
Lieut.-Governor was a representative
ofthe Crown; and in case the motion
of the right hon. membor for Kingston
was defeated, the Crown would be
placed in a false position. The rights
and li berties of the people,
acquired by sueh great sacri-
lices, were in serious danger.
Hon. gentlemen opposite were bont
on stifling these liberties, and their
consciences troubles them. The De-
Boucherville Government had been
supported by a majority of the poople
in the Province. Three years ago,
Mr. beBoucherville was urged to build
a railway from Quebec to Hull, but he
informed the towns interested,that the
Province had not enough means to
build it. The towns replied: " Build
this North Shore Railway, and we will
subscribe th ihree millions." This
was done; but when the work vas
terminated, and it was necessary to
pay the contrac'tors, these towns
retused to meet their obligations; and
the Liberal menbers, who were accus-
tlomed to advoeate the interests of the
people, e nme to the inhabitants and told
theni that the Conservative- were

icreasing the taxation for the benoit
of the towns. Liberals had no prinei-
pies thev never had had any, and they
never Vould have any. The conduct
of tho Liberals, under these eircuin
stances, remninded himu of the fiable con-
cerning the rat of the town and the rat
of the country. The Minister of
Justice, and the Minister of Inland
Revenue, were involved in this matter.
lie had a great speech to deliver on

Ma. CioION.

this subject, but he
for another occasion.
to move that this
adjourn.

would reserve it
He now begged

House do now

Mn. McDOUGA-LL (Three Rivers)
said that Lieutenant-Governors were
purely and simply creations of this
Government, under whose control they
were. He would frankly say, that ho
believed Governor Letellier had been
influ<nced in his action on the part of
the Federal Government, with the
view of seizing upon the Government
of Quebec, in order to bring about and
control the elections. The hon. the
Premier said that they had nothing to
do with this question, which ought to
be simply referred to the people for
decision. But this was not an expres-
sion of opinion worthy of a statesman.
The Lieutenant-Governor, as well as
the Local Government derived his
power from this Parliament. The
Lieutennt-Governor was certainly the
creation of this Government, and
under its jurisdiction and control.
Had they a right to speak of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, and not to criticize
his conduct ? If the Governors of
colonies did not perform their duties
strictly aceording to the letter of their
commissions, these matters could be
brought up in the Iaperial Parliament;
the same thing was true with
regard to our Lieutenant-Governors.
These gentlemen were employed
under the jurisdiction of the
Government that appointed thema.
Lieutenant-Governors were strictly
under the control of this Governmient
and Parliament, and not only so, but
this Government was responsiblo for
their conduct. It w-as an absurdity to
say that the Constitution was written.
The English Constitution had not been
written, because it nover remained the
same for twentv four hours togother.
It constfantly varied, according to the
exigencies of the time and country.
Oai Constitution had been extremely
bad dv-ise 1. The power had been
distributed in a manner of which le
did not approve. LieutenantGove r-
nors should not have the attributes of
the Sovereign, who was wholly placed
above party, while our Lieutenant-
Governors were the ci-cation of party.
Mr. Letellier was appointed by the
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party now in power, and he held ex-
tremely pronounced partizan views.
This fact was recognized even here;
and he could not divest himself of
partizanship during his term of office.
The same remark appliod to the other
Lieutenant-Governors. lion. gentle-
men opposite knew the advantage
obtained by going to the people with
the reins of power in their hands;
they well knew that the DeBoucher-
ville Government had a strong ma-
jority in both louses. And what had
they done ? The Lieutenant-Governor
menaced his Minitters with a change;
and, having dismissed the DeBoucher-
ville Administration, it was known that
the new Governmen t exercised niot only
patronage, but also terrorism. It had
not only favours to accord, but also
debts to collect, and their rights in
Lower Canada would be sacrificed, if
the Lieutenant Governor, he creator
of the Ottawa Administration, could
control or disumiss Governments at
pleasure. What guarantees had they
thon against danger to their priviloges ?
The Lientenant.Governor, under such
ceircumstances, arrogated to hims.elf
the right of making the legisiation.
This attempt upon the rights and
liberties, could not be allowed to pass
without criticism and condemnation.

Ma. METHOT said that taking the
floor of the House at this late hour,
seven, a.m., be did not intend to quoto
largely the authorities and precedents
in regard to the constitutionalitv of
the aet. Many proninent membflers
hal done so before hin, and ail that
le intended, vas to show the charaeter
if the faets by the contradictio>nr, of?
the facts thenselves, as they had stood
ni Ihe Lixutenant-Governror's memor-
ndumn. We had no need of genius,

1'at only a litte coinmon serise and
.dilgment to coisider the matter at
Issue. lie did nlot knoV, for bis part,
mnuchi a1bout the Constitution of this
ei unltry. He had not studied iL par-
tDularly, but we had only to read
the0 Message of the LieutenantGover-
110r, to see at once that the man who
wrote it. had, long before lie com-
mLitted this coup d'état, decided to
cmmit it; and that as soon as he was
a'Ppointed Lieutenant-oveirnor of
<&ebec, as was plain from his Message

and acts, lie premoditated this stop.
lie (Mr. Methot) for his part, would
not accuse the Government here with
having appointed Mr. Letellier, in
order to destroy the late Government
of the Province of Quebe)c. This was
not his intention. le did not wish to
impute bad motives to any of the hon.
members of this House; but he
must say that a crowd of circum.
stances ii connection with this
coup d'état presented themselves elfore
the country, which were of a nature to
mvke it believe that there was pre.
meditation, if not on the part of those
who made this appointment, at least
on the part of Ris H[onour himself.
Iii common with all the members of
t he louse, the Lieutenant Governor of
Queboc was, previous to his occupancy
of this high position as the representa-
tive of Her Majesty the Queen, a
strong politician and a varm political
partizan, and a man who, from the
commencement of his political life, had
actively engaged in political contests;
he had onergetically taken part in the
discussions in Parliament, ho was
habituated to political struggles. he
was passionately fond of these political
contests, and it was easy to see that
lis Ilonour taking this position was
not immediately able to become
thoroughly impartial. lis lonour
could not at once frce himself from the

influence of party spirit wlen lie went
to Quebcc, where lie had for his ad-
visers gentlenen who were crititled to
his eor1dial support, people whoii he
had always bit teily opposed politiually.
lie bat stated a moment mince that
there was no need for great poli-ial
kînowledge or great knowledge oA' tlie
Constitution in order to julge of the
question now before the louse; they
only required to consider the
trai-ictted t lis Excellecy the
Gover'nor-Genleral to perceive thbat it
was inihued with party ani partizan
spi iii. The hon. member fir L'nlet
seenud to have a cordial feeling to-
ward, lis Hlonour the, Leutenant-
Governor' ; this lie (Mr. Methot) ldi not
doubt. for in that gentleian's family
this cordial feeling ahvays existed, and
it did not surprise himta, because, if, lie
could rely on what he had seen, that
family h-'d drawn fromli the
Govern:ret over one hundred and
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eighteen thousand dollars in five years.
In the Message which His Honour sent
up, were visible three, and even more
than three, falsboods of the strongest
character - falsehoods which His
Ilonour himself was incapable of
uttering, but of which, uttered by
others, he, nevertheless, approved.
When the Lieutenant-Governor of
Qnebec dismissed the late Ministry,
what was declared by the Liberal
Press ? A falsehood of the most ex-
treme and unequivocal character.
This portion of the Press at once
alleged that the late Provincial Min-
istry had not been driven from office.
They wished to cause the impression
in this country that these 'Ministers
had resigned, and this rumour was
supported and circulated by the hot-
test partizans of the LieutenantGov-
crnor. It was distributed by the per-
Fons whom ho now heard making a
noise in this Hlouse, interrupting hon.
gentlemen who sought to discuss the
great constitutional question of the
day. He must say that these hon.
gentlemen had endeavoured to make
the country believe that these MInis-
ters had not been able to agree among
themselves, and that, having some dif-
ficulties with the Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province, they had resigned
their portfolios. They did not dare to
face the constitutional and political
issue that Vas opened by the action
of His Ilonour. They at first
tried to avoid it and to escape from
it; tho same as to-day they endea-
voured to escape fr-om the present dis-
cussion and to prevent the members
ofthe Opposition from defending the
position which the latter had taken on
this great question, and which they
were defending successfully. Hon.
gentlemen opposite tried to make ont
that the late Provincial Ministry had
not been driven fromn office, bat, on
reading the message from His lonoutr,
they woild find proof to the contrary.
His Hlonour distinctlv declared, in his
letter to bis jate advisers, that. under
the circumstances, ho had no further
need of their services. This
was not the only inaccuracy that
was contained in lis Honour's
memorandum. The bon. the First
Minister hud risen and said that they
had no right and should not discuss

Ma. MÉTIOT.

this question at the prosent moment,
because to do so would influence the
elections in the Province of Quebec.
Why, then, did the hon. the First Min-
ister come and place on the table or
the House, not explanations sueh as
those which the late Ministers had
p resented, but a plaidoyer by His
Honour in justification of his conduct ?
It was His Honour then who had forc-
ed them to discuss his position and to
defend their own position before this
House. This was what the members
of the Opposit ;on had done, and they
had performed this duty in a courage-
ous, and, as the English said, in n mari-
ly manner. They had not acted as
hon. gentlemen opposite were conduct-
ing thomselves at that moment. T hey
had niot endeavoured to elude the
issne. They had on the contrary con-
sidered it fi-ankly, and ho was to-day
proud to belong to the Conservative
party and proud to act under the
leadership of the right bon. member
for Kingston. And why ? Because he
had seen that when the right bon.gen.
tieman had an opinion on any subject,
he was not ashamed to defend it before
this House, and this was what he
could not say to the honour of their
opponents, who sat on the other sidc
of the Chamber, among whom he had
many friends. The inaccuracy ho had
mentioned was not the only inaceul-
acy contained in the memorandum of
Uis Honour. They found among the
reasons which His Honour gave for
having expelled his late advisers fron
office, two statements, which in order
to express himself in a parliamentary
manner, he would tern inaccuracies
and iot falsehoods. iese were reaî-
sons which were utterly untrue. One,
of thein gave it to b3 understo)!
that His Honour had had very di-
agreable relations with his Ministels
and that they hal actel ia an
unconstitutional manner. lis Hlonoti
came before the House, not only tO
utter a menterie, but also to endeavour
to insinuate and make believe what he
knew was false; ho came before the
House to declare that a measurewhich
was presented to him for his assent was
then incomplete. But did not hi:
Honour know that when he sanctioneld
this measure. Le approved on the same
day of a measure whieh was introduced
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to amend the typographical error which
he dared say was committed in that
Bill. This measure hadpassed through
iwo stages in the Legislative Council,
in accordance with iParliamentary
usage. It was the custon therefore,
not perhaps the practice in this House,
in the Legisiative Council when a
imeasure originated there, which im-
posed some penalty, not to fix this
penalty; and this was done in the
present instance. The Bill then came
before the House, and this happened
in the last days of the Session. It
passed through Committee, but whether
the amount of the penalty was fixed or
not ho did not know. By somo error
the Act was sent to the printer, with-
out any amount being named, and this
was one of the reasons lis Honour
gave for disnissing his Ministers.
Was this due to bad faith or an error
on the part of Ris Ilonour ? He
thought that it was difficult to decide.
le was greatly perplexed to decide
between the two; but it seemed to
him that it was difficult to believe that
it was an error. The Bill had passed
through three readings, and this defect
could not be amended in thesame Bill.
The Ministry then at once introduced
another measure to amend this Bill;
and this was so much the case, that if
the two Bills were examined, they
would be found to follow one another in
the Statute. These two Bills were at
at once submitted, but in lieu of
sanctioning this other Bill Ris Honour
objected to it. For his part he (Mr.
Méthot) believed that Ris Honour
should have approved of it, and not
devoted himself to the work of pointing
out typographical faults. If he did so,
then the hon. member for Lévis would
have little to do. le (Mr. Méthot)
must confess ho believed that His
lionour showed bad faith when, with
with his knowledge of the facts-that
there was another Bill to amend this
one- ho gave. in his memorandum,
this statement as a reason for disa-
greement between himself and his
proper advisers. There were manifest
lisities in the statements of the
Lieutenant-Gover-nor, and there was
no need to peruse the memorandum of
the Hon Mr. DeBoucherville to dis-
cover them. They were easily dis-
eerned, and they could be clearly

pointed out. Were the pettier reasons
given by this louse in justification of
his arbitrary conduct - suth as
a sensible man could accept for such an
action ? His Honour alleged that his
late Ministers had not done their duty,
and that they had not known enough
to correct and revise the Statutes; but
the man who held so strongly to his
Ministers doing their dîity, had to tell
the louse t hat whon the Legislature
was in full session, and at a moment
when the Lieutenant-Governor should
be as much as possi bie at the seat of
Government, ho was at River Ouolle.
Duringthis period lis Honour was
seen at Montreal, and iron one town
to another, though his presonce was
required at the Provincial Capital. Ris
Honour said to his Ministers: " Do
your duty strictly; do not infringe
upon my prerogative-I will not suffer
it-but I will go promenading." If His
Honour had so much regard for the in-
tarests of the country, and had themu
so much at heart, and was sincere
when he alleged that he had acted with
a pure desire to defend the country's
interests, be should have remained at
the seat of Government, at all events,
during the Session, where he would
have had full knowledge of the nea-
sures introduced by his Government,
and would have followed then; and as
an hon. member bad stated the other
evening, Ris Honour would then have
performed his duty, which consisted in
notifying his advisers of the fact, if a
measure did not please him. On the
con trary, Ris Honour abstained fron
adopting this course, and kept away
from the capital, sending up formï
signed in blank to serve for the intro-
duction of measures, which required
bis support and authorization. lui this
Ris Honour had acted as if his Minis-
ters iad his entire confidence; but in
his memorandum Ris Ilonour showed
the greatest reserve, and a reserve
which was not justified by the practice
here. As the right hon. member fo-
Kingston had stated, a great number of
the measures which were introduced
here, did not have the approval of' is
Excellency the Governor Genera at
the time of their introduction. His
Excellency had ut this period, indeed,
never seen them. And why? Because
a great many of those matters were
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mere questions of routine. He would
ask Mr. Speaker whether he signed his
name to the votes and proceedings in
the issue for each day of the Session.
Did not His lonour authorizo the
Clerk of the House to sign these mat-
ters for the most part. The same thing
ought to be truc in connection with
th e position of Lieutenant-Governor.
There ought to be a great number of
measures, or resolutions, which were
brought before the House, but which,
even the Governor micht not have seen.
If, however, this officer wished to sec
and follow them, he should remain at
lis post; but when he went away and
stationed himself at a distance of from
00 to 100 leagues from the capital,
where was his seat of Government, and
ýent the Gove'nrnent blank forms of
authorization, had the Government not
a right to say that the Lieutenant-
Governor had sanctioned every mena-
sure which they had submitted to
the louse ? And these were the
fiacts which had been established in
this case. But, nevertheless, lis
Honour, in the manifesto, or, rather,
the pladoyer, which lad been presented
to the louse, assumed the position of
a lecturer on these points. lis Honour
told a falsehood when ho pretended
that the late Goverrment proposed to
tax the country and increase the
Provincial debt in aid of railway
construction ; but ho (Mr. Méthot) was
a member of the Quebec Parlianent
when the law was passed which author-
ized the Government, in case the sub-
sidies granted to different railways on
the south shore for a certain number
of years, lapsed, to divert them to
other purposes; and this was what
had been done by the DeBoucherville
Administration. Novertheless, this
was one of the reasons given by the
Lieutenant-Governor for driving his
advisers from office, and forcing them
to abandon their positions. It could
not be protenied that the late Govern-
ment of the Province had, without
good reason, decided to impose the tax
of 15c. on the hundred dollars on all
contracts and obligations. In this re
lation ho would merely point out to
the Bouse what had not yet been mon-
tioned, but what, nevertheless, every-
body understood, viz., this tax was
decided upon simply because the

Ma. MÉTHOT.
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subscriptions to the North Shore Rail-
way by certain miinicipalities and
towns which ought, in justice, to have
been paid, had not been paid; and it,
consequently, became necessary to
take this step, in order to enable the
Government to fulfil their obligations ;
but, when the Government declared
that it-would force these municipalities
to pay their subscriptions to a great
work which they theinselves had
eaused in the first instance, tobe under-
taken, and without which this law
would never have been proposed, or
the Province so leavily burdened with
debt, a great outcry was raised. Ie
would, for his part, merely say that
there was a contradiction, and a fla-
grant contradiction, in the two declar-
ations which were made with regard
to the present Government of Que-
bec. On the one hand, it was
pretended by the Joly Administration
in the Address issued to the Electors,
thiat the law which would have forced
the Municipalities to pay their sub.
scriptions to the railway was unjust ;
and on the other hand, it was alleged
that this 15 cents tax ought not to be
imposed on the population, but if the
Municipalities had honoured their sub-
scriptions, the late Government of the
Province would never have been oblig-
ed to propose the tax in question ; and
if they did not force the Municipalities
to pay, then it was necessary to obtain
money in some way, and to impose
this tax. He would say more; that
by the delay which this action of His
Honour had rendered necessary with
regard to the completion of the North
Shore Railway, at least double the
amount which this tax wouild have rea-
lized would be lost to the Province, for
thus the chance of leasing this Rail-
road would certainly be deferred for
at least twelve months ; and the lase
of this line would bring into the Pro-
vincial Treasury a sum at least equal
to, if not double, the amount which the
tax of 15 cents on the bundred dollars
would have contributed to the revenue.
But it was easy to see what His
Honour wished, and hoped, and here
really lay the whole cause of His
Honour's conduct in this connection.
They saw His Honour at Quebec work-
ing in order to bring into power a Gov-
ernment which would aid his political
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frierds in conducting the general elec-
tions that were to take place this Falt,
bnd in consequence of this state of
things, he pursued a policy with a
much prudence and wisdom as he
could show, calculated to embarass bis
constitutional advisers ; and when they
brought [efore the Bouse, measures
which he knew were dangerous as re-
garded the popularity of bis Ministers,
le allowed them to do so and to intro-
duce these measures in the House.
And why ? Because ho intended
lo make a move later, and to take ad-
vantage of their position for the benefit
of bis political friends. After all, lis
Hlonour hoped to obtain the support of
a numnber of Conservatives in the Legis-
lature ; but lie vas deceived in this
expectation. The members of the
Legislative Assembly éshowed that
they wero worthy of their positions.
Above all, they proved that they were
indeopendent, as mombers of the louse
ought to be independent. This was
truc independence, for they proved
themselves independent of public
opinion, which naturally was always
opposed to taxation, and, to a certain
point, they exhibited independence
with regard to their leaders. To-day,
this matter was before the electors for
judgment, and the country would now
judge, as they always did, the mon
who had choosen to pursue an honoul -
able, an honestand an inflexible course.
The Lieut.-Governor had been doceived
in bis hopes. His Honour believed
that the members of the Legisilature
would overthrow the Government;
that ho would bring his friends into
power, and that the elections would be
carried on with respect to the question
of the taxation, which ho had, in fact,
recommended; but again Ris Honour
was doceived in bis expectations, and
he acted too hastily to secure his ob-
jects. lis Honour did not know that
the supplies had not been voted, other-
Wise he would have waited longer
before acting ; but his hopes made him
do wbat ho did. When he dismissed
his linisters, ho expected that ho
could delay the local elections, which
ho knew would be unfavourable to
him, until after the Federal elections;
but, unfortunately for His Honour, the
supplies had not been voted, and it was
necessary that, by the lst of June,

the elections should t ake place. In
tleir embarrassment, His lonour's
friends hurried up to Ottawa for coun-
cil, and if rumour was truc, they cane
here to ask the Federal Government
to order their eleetions at once.
During several days after His Honour
had expelled his Ministers fron office,
the Local Legislature was in complote
ignorance of tle reasons which had in-
(ueed him to take this step; and when
these were commnicated they were
felt to be so futile, that they must be
imnproved upon ; and heneo the long
plaidoyer which had been presented to
this House. He believed that His
Hlonour lad shown that there was no
need for understanding the constitu-
tionral question, or any part of it, or to
be a distinguished advocate in order to
bu able to brin an opinion on the mat-
ter which was before the House. It
sufficed to read the documents which
were presented for their considoration,
to sec hiow matters stood; and to-day,
fromn what they had been able to see,
it was plain that the couritry would
judge impartially those facts and
condemn energetically the coup
d'état wlich had been coi-
mitted by the Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province of Quebec; baving
made these few remarks, ho would con-
clude by stating that he would support,
with all his power, the motion of the
right hon. member for Kingston.

Ma. DOMTILLE followed, dwelling
on the gravity of the charges against
the Lieutenant-Governor, and urging
that stops be taken to prevent a rocur-
ronce of his acts.

MR. ORTON said ho had listened to
a most eloquent description of the
British Constitution from the right
hon. member for Kingston, who had
showp that up to the prosent time
Canada had enjoyed all the privileges
and benefits of Responsible Govern-
ment. Indeed, the people of Canada
had in times past been accustomed to
pride themselves on the fact that in
this Dominion were exemplitied to
greater perfection than even in the
Mother Country all the beauties of the
British Constitution. It had been the
pride and the desire of every true
patriot in this country to try and per-
potuate on this continent the institu-
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tions which they all so mach revered.
Butwhen ho viewed the events which
;had occurred within the past few
weeks, he felt that there was serious
danger threatening the institutions of
this country. They must lead to doubts
.as to whether this Confederation was
.one that would adhero together, that
would perpetuate the principles of
Constitutional Government. It ivas a
inatter of grave doubt as to whether
the giving to the Provinces the
priviloge of local self Government was
one that would not in the future be
fraught with great danger. It was also
a matter of grave doubt whether the
multiplying of the representatives of
the Crowin in this country was not a
.source of serious danger to our institu-
tions. It was not bis intention, at
present, to enter into the constitutional
poi tion of the question, which
had been so ably discussed
by those hon. gentlemen who
lad preceded him, on this side of the
Jiouse. The marked silence of the
hon. the First Minister and his sup-
porters, in discussing this question, on
the constitutional point involved, was
sufficient proof that they felt them-
eelves unable to justify the action of
the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec.
Why had not the hon. member for
South Bruce spoken on this subject ?
Was the Lieutenant-Governor's action
endorsed by the Government? If it
was, the House should have heard the
opinions of that o)oquent and able
membor on the subject. Surely the
daring stretch of authority of Lieuten-
ant-Governor Letellier was suffici-
ently serions to call for bis opinion.
But, no; the hon. member for South
Bruce remained significantly silent,
inot only silent, but absent during the
greater part of the discussion. Not
only did the hon. member for South
Bruce romain silent, but the hôn. the
Minister of the Interior, who prided
himself on bis knowledge of constitu-
tional questions, had not given bis
views on this action of the Lieutenant-
Governor of Quebec, which had shaken
to their very foundation the institu-
tions of this country, and had created
consternation from one end of the
Dominion to the other. Not only was
the silence of hon. gentlemen opposite
significant, but tho speeches deliver-

Ma. ORTON.

ed by bon. gentlemen supporting the
Government as well as that of the hon.
the Premier, were of a character to
create alarm in the mindm of ail anxious
for their country's welfare. The light,
flippant manner in which the hon. the
Premier treated this question proved
that ho was not equal to the occasion.
He should ha-ve risen above party pre-
judices, and have thoroughly grappled
with the question and discussed its
merits from a constitutional point of
view. He would quote from May, in
referring to events which occurred in
the reign of George III. He said:
"From this time no question has
arisen concerning the exorcise of the
prerogatives or influence, ofthe Crown,
which calls for notice. Both have
beeii exercised wisely, justly and in
the true spirit of the Constitution,
Ministers en.joying the confidence of
Parliament, hate never claimed in vain
the confidence of the Crown. Their
moasures bave not been thwarted by
secret influence, and irresponsible ad-
vice. Their policy has been directed
by Parliament, and not by the will of
the Sovereign or the intrigues of the
Court. Vast as is the power of the
Crown, it has been exercised, through-
out the present reign, by the advice of
responsible Ministers, in a constitu-
tional manner, and for legitimate ob-
jects. Ithas been held in trust, as it
were, for the benefit of the people.
IIence it has ceased to excite cither
the jealousy of rival parties or popular
discontents. This judicious exercise of
the royal authority, while it has con-
duced to the good government of the
State, has sustained the moral influence
of the Crown, and the devoted loyalty
of a froc people has never been dis-
turbed by the voice of faction." This
was a description of how the preroga-
tives of the Crown should be exercised.
No intelligent member could read the
causes given by the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor of Quebec for his conduct, without
being struck with their trivial, and
almost absurd character. Oneof them
appeared to be the setting aside
of a dity for general thanks-
giving, which, it appeared, had
been officially communicated by hiR
to the DeBoucherville Ministrv
on instructions from Ottawa. le
would not further refer to the roasons
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given, but ho would say that if such a
proceeding had taken place in Ontario,
there would bave been indignation
meetings from one end of the Province
to the other. Living in close contigui-
ty to a great and powerful republic,
there was great danger that the disre-
spect for our institutions caused by the
,action of Lieutenant-Governor Letellier,
would develop itseolf into an admiration
for republican institutions, and tend to
subvert our Constitution. It not only
iendangered Responsible Government,
but it brought into disrespect our noble
Queen. The danger was very great
that the high handed and tyrannical
conduct of Lieutenant-Governor Lotel-
lier would bring disrespect upon the
Crown, not only in this country but it
might have an influence even upon the
British Empire. They ali knew that
reveronce for the Queun was one of the
strongest powers in preserving the
loyalty and fidelity of the inhabitants
of this country ; this great respect for
our Queen and her authority was in a
great degree an element, which
held together the great British Empire
in India. It behoved them, therefore, if
they were to remain true to Great Bri-
tain, and true to their country, to de-
nounce this uniworthy and unwise step
which had been taken by the Lieuten-
.ant-GovernorofQuebec. le could not
help contrasting the Speech made by
the hon. Minister of Inland Revenue,
,n this subject and that made by the
hon. gentleman last summer atQuebec,
a speech in which he laid down the
pritnciples of the Liberat Party at that
day, which were mingled with expres-
sions of the loyalty and devotion to the
Crown that lie and the party te which
he belonged held so stedfatly; for
when the hon. gentleman the other
night made his flippant remarks, they
did net hear his eloquence in support
of preserving the dignity of the Crown
and the duties of Responsible Govern-
ment in this country, but simply te
forward the sordid interests ot his
party in the Province of Quebec, and
enable them to grasp office at any
sacrifice. lHe (Mr. Orton), could not
belp feeling that the occasion was one
which might justify the impeachment
of the Lieutenant-Governor as a
traiter te his Queen and his country,
when they took into consideration that
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it might be used as a precedent by
other Lieutenant-Governors for dis-
missing their Ministries, and tending
to alarming disputes and other confu-
sion between the different authorities
in our constitutional system. It had
been said throughout the country, that
the action of the Lieutenant-Governor
of Quebec was simply the outcome of a
deep laid scheme; and when they saw
the position of the present Government
throughout the country, as so plainly
indicated on many occasions,-when
ther sav the great unpopularity of
this Government, and its action de-
nounced through the length and
breadth of the land, not by Conserva-
tives, but even by Reformers-when
they saw the Liberal newspapers
denouncing the leaders of the present
Government as traitors to the Reform
party, and saw assemblies of Reformers
passing indignant resolutions, as they
had done in bis county, against the
course of the Goverument during their
reign, and when they saw these and
otber evidences of unpopularity,-they,
the people, could not help thinking
there might be some truth in the
motives applied by the public to the
action of the Lieutenant-Governor.
They could not help thinking that ho
had been influenced by this Govern-
ment, that it was the desperate game
of a desperate Ministry, the gane of
a Ministry who knew they were about
to meet a disappointed people, and
wished to bring to bear upon the peo-
ple the influence attaching to the
patronage of the Crown in the Province
of Quebec. He dared not allow him-
self to believe that the Prime Minister
(Mr. Mackenzie) allowed himself to be
a party to this plot, as ho had a higher
opinion of him individually; and if it
had been done, it was by those who
were desirous of power, regardless of
the best interests of the country. The
conduct of the Goverument and its
followers on this occasion, would lead
one to suppose they intended that the
whole power of the Dominion Govern-
ment should be used to condone the
offences of the Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebec, and in that way enable him to
carry through the elections, and form
a new Cabinet successfully. Such a
course was as traitorous and deserving
of censure as the action of the Lieu-
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tenant-Governor. What the result of
the resolution before the House would
te, he knew not; but ho hoped there
would be found some hon. members,
supporters of this Government, suffi
ciently independent, and with a due
sense of the responsibility of their
position, and with sufficient patriotism
to vote for it, and thus show their dis-
&pproval of the dangerous course of
the partizan Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebec. It was, however, ho was sorry
to say, doubtful whether hon. mem-
bers on the Government side would
have courage to take up such an inde-
pendent and patriotic position. The
louse had seen too many instances of

the too confiding character of the
followers of the present Goverument.
They had seen many gross wrongs
upheld by the Government followers,
such acts as the Goderich Harbour
contract, Kaministiquia job and other
gross improprieties on the part of the
Goverument. lie would now proceed
to read some quotations in reference to
the position of the Liputenant-Gevernor
in Quebec, and to show the language
in which similar actions bad been re-
ferred to. In the reign of George IIL
there was an occurrence in ma.ny re-
spects identical with the present diffi-
culty. The King conceived against bis
Ministry a personal hostility, of so
bitter a character that after restrain-
i ng himself for a great length of
time he at last took a stop, which was
fraught with great danger to Respon-
sible Government, and the progress it
had thon made in Great Britain at
that time. He would read a few
extracts with regard to that event
from May. Referring te the latest
precodent in British listory, to the
conduct of the Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebec, that of George III., dismissing
the Pitt Government, ho said: "It
was the King's object not only to
supplant one party, and establish
another in its place, but te create a
party faithful to himself, regarding
his personal wishos, carrying out his
policy, and dependent on his will."
And then referring to what a Consti-
tutional Government was,he went on to
say: " A Constitutionat Government
insures te the Governmont a wide
authority in all the Councils of the
State. lie chooses and dismisses his

MR. ORToN.

Ministers. Their resolutions are sub-
mitted to his approval, and when that
approval is withheld, his Ministers
must either resign or abandon their
policy. They are responsible te the
King on one hand, and to Parliament
on the other, and while they return
the confidence of the King by adminis-
tering affairs to his satisfaction, they
must act upon principles and propose
neasures which they can justify to.
Parliament. And bore is the proper
limit to the King's influence. As he
governs by Responsible Ministers, he
must recognize thoir responsibilities.
They are not only his Ministers, but also
the public servants of a free country.
But an influence in the direction of
affairs thus limited, by no means satis-
fled the ambition of the King. It
will be seen that when Ministers, not
of bis own choice, were in office, he
plotted against them; and when hbe
succeeded in establishing his friends in
office, he 'enforced upon them the
adoption of his own policy. The
King's tactics were franght with
danger as well to the Crown itself as
to the constitutional liberties of the
people. To revert to a policy under
which Kings governed, and Minis-
ters had executed their orders,
was in itself a dangerous retrogres-
sion in the principles of Constitu-
tional Goverument. But the liberties
of the people were exposed to
greater peril than the Crown."
There they bad a King plotting against
his Ministers, and that seemed to be
the position of the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor of Quebec. There were grave
grounds for thinking that it was a plot
into which he had been led by others for
party purposes. They could not bel p
but admire the course taken by the
DeBoucherville Government, and the
temperate manner in which Mr. De-
Boucherville remonstrated with the
Lieutenant-Govornor with regard to
this. Mr. DeBoucherville had the con-
fidence of the Local Parliament by a
large majority, and it remained yet te
be seen whether the tacties of Mr. Le-
tellier were to be altogethersuccessful.
it was true, he had sucoeeded in. dis-
missing his Ministry, in bringing an
appeal to the people, under such cir-
cumstances as might divert them from
the real issue they had now before this
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House, namely, the danger to Respon-
sible Government of this daring ex-
ercise of authority by the Lieutenant-
Governor. But he (Mr. Orton) thought
it was the sincere desire of every patri-
otic man in this louse and country
that ignominious failure should be the
result of such a stop. It appeared
to him that Mr. Letellier had been
moved more by party influences than
by any desire to preserve, as it should
be, the Constitutional purity of the
Crown. He (Mr. Orton) felt
that ho had faithfully fulfilled
a duty which he owed to bis con-
stituents, in expressing, as ho had
done, the indignation which ho knew
was felt throughout bis county at the
course taken by Mr. Letellier; having
done that, he left the matter in the
hands of the House, trusting that the
patriotic feeling of members on both
sides would be sufficiently strong and
expressive ; that good judgment and
wise counsel would prevail, and that
the result of this vote would be such as
to show that this louse had given it
as its opinion that it was unwise, that
it was against the best interests of the
country, that it endangered the liber-
ties of the people of our young and
promising Dominion, and was calcu-
lated to bring into disrepute the pre-
rogative of the Crown, and therefore
traitorous, at the very foundation
of our system of Government, to have
dared to act in the manner Lieu-
tenant-Governor Letellier had doue.

Ma. OU [MET said that hon. gentle-
men opposite were trying to prevent
hon. members of the Opposition from
expressing their sentiments, as they
hal a right to do in the House, with
regard to the question of vital import-
ance whieh was before them for
discussion. The conduct of hon. gen-
tienen opposite would be accepted in
the Province of Quebec and elsewhere,
as proof that the Government had
decided to endormir the louse, so to
speak, in order toprevent the continu-
ation of this debate, which, probably,
was not very agreeable to the Admin-
istration. It was the habit of those
hon. gentlemen to prevent free debate.
The Government and their Liberal
friends agreed with marvellous unani-
Mity on this point. Everywhere they
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commanded the majority; t.e Conser-
vatives were hindered from speaking,
and forced by them to keep silence.
But, ho nevertheless believed that, at
the present moment, the voice of the
people was too strong and too unani-
nously supported in the House to
allow the advocates of the people's
rights, members of the Opposition, to
be tyrannically and arbitrarily dic-
tated to by the Government and its
followers, as was doue in the Session
of 1874. Ie remembered that in 1874,
the Liberals, through their journals
and on the hustings, said that the
twenty-three incapables who repre-
sented Lower Canada in the Opposi-
tion, were unable to make their voices
heard in this Parliament, or to be
heard by the flexible and servile ma-
jority which supported the Adminis-
tion. No one prosent during the first
Session of the present Parliament had
forgotten that, in fact, they could not
thon be heard; but since that period
the good sense of the people had
triumphed, and on each occasion that
supporters of the *Government had
been sent back to their constituents,
the people had returned Conservatives
to come here, and defend what the
people of Lower Canada called their
rights, their language, their nationality,
and their institutions. He regretted the
painful occurrence which had given rise
to thepresent discussion. The French
Canadians had beon proud to have
secured the free exorcise of their
rights, their language and their insti-
tutions in the beautitul Province which
their forefathers had watered with
their blood to gain those liberties ;
they, in fine, had obtained
the right of having one of their
countrymen to act as the represent-
ative of ler Majesty, and they were
proud to have a French Canadian
wearing not precisely the Crown but,
acting as the representative of Rer
Britannic Majesty, who ruled the
glorious British Empire. But he consid-
ered that they ought now to he deeply
humiliated on seeing that this high
position had fallen into hands se un-
worthy as those of the person who
now presided over the destinies of
Lower Canada, despotically and tyran-
nically-His Honour, Mr. Letellier,
whom the people of Lower Canada in
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view of recent circumstances called
Lue the First, (Luc Premier.) He
hoped that the cry of indignation
which the act of His Honour would
raise throughout the whole Province
of Quebec, would prevent any such act
over again being attempted. The
French Canadians were proud to say
that they understood British Institu-
tions. To such a degree was this the
case that the noble Lord wlho presided
over the destinies of the Dominion as
Governor-General, had complimented
the French Canadians on understanding
the importance and the mariner of
working British Institutions, and there
were none more loyal to Her Majcsty
or more worthy the name of British
people than they in the Dominion.
But to-day this opinion must be
changed since Mr. Letellier had deemed
proper .to play the tyrant, and re-
awaken in their midst the traditions
ofthe middle ages, the age of barbar-
ism, which had for a long time past
disappeared for the glory of the world,
and which ho hoped would never
reappear in thoir beautiful Province.
fie bogged permission topass in review
as briefly as possible the different
propositions placed before the
House by the right bon. mem-
ber for Kingston, which pro-
positions by the way had been ad-
mitted to be correct by the hon. the
First Minister. The first proposition
was, that Lieutenant-Governors under
the British North America Act, were
appointed by the Governor of Canada
in Couneil, as the representatives of
the Governor-General in the Provinces,
and their relations towards the Gover-
nor-General were precisely the same as
the relations which existed between the
Governor-General and Her Majesty in
Couneil. The Governor-General in all
that concerned British institutions was
rosponsible to Her Majesty in Council,
and his acts might be censured or
approved by thelmpei.ial Government,
the same as the Lieutenant-Governor
in the Province of Quebec was respon-
sible Io the Governor-General here;
and as the conduct of the Governor-
Generai could be criticised in the Im-
perial Parliament, so eould the con-
duct of the Lieutenant-Governor be
discussed in this louse. This prin.
ciple was admitted on both sides of the

Ma. OCIMET.

Chamber. If followed from these
premiscs that the present debate was
essentially constitutional, and essenti-
ally in agreement witb the spirit of
the Constitution by which we were
governed, and if this debate was con-
stitutional and in conformity with the
spiritof the Constitution, and if they
could discuss the conduct of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor with regard to the
circumstances which determined him
to dismiss his Ministers, it equally fol-
lowed that their opiaions on this im-
portant subject should be freely ex-
pressed inasmucli as the passage of
judgment upon Ris Honour's conduet
was in question. What was the reason
given by the hon. the Premier for
putting a stop to this debate? The
hon. gentleman held that this discus-
sion was imp-oper and inoppcrtune;
and that an expression of opinion on
the part of this louse would be an in-
fringement upon the people's liberties,
because His Honour had formed a Min-
istry and chosen advisers who had
assumed the responsibility of his acts,
because Ris Honour's conduct in the
person of his Ministers was now sub-
mitted to the decision of the electors of
the Province of Quebec, and because to
these electors alone belonged the right
of deciding the constitutional question
which was now before the House. The
hon. gentleman pretended that an ex-
pression of opinion on the part of the
Hlouse in this relation would unduly
influence the verdict which the people
would give under the present circunm-
stances. He (Mr. Ouimet) admitted
that this was very cunning reasoning,
but lie did not believe that, as a serious
argument, it would hold water. There
were now two parties whose conduct-
was to he judged : the Lieut.-Gov-
ernor on the one hand, and bis Minie-
ters on the other. The Lieut.-Gover-
nor, constitutionally speaking, was
not responsible towards the people,
who, in consequence of this fact, were
not called upon to decide upon the con-
duct of His Honour in his quality of
Lieut.-Governor, who, as chief of the
Quebec Legislature, could do no wrong.
The Lieut.-Governor, in the exercise of
his functions, was only responsible to
the Government here, by which he had
been selected and appointed, and,
according to the instructions given

T/îe Quebec Crisis.



Quetec Crisis. 1989

him by this Government, it would be
found that this Government ought
to judge Ris lonour's conduct. The
people of Quebec had to decide on the
other hand upon the fate of the Joly
Ministry; and he hoped that this
judgment would not ho long delayed,
and that the condemnation of that
Ministry would be overwhelming, and
of such a nature that henceforward
they would never find a public man
capable of assuming such a responsibi-
lity as Mr. Joly had undertaken. As
to the Lieut.-Governors bis case ought
to be pleaded before the Governor-Gen-
eral in Council, and if the advisers of
His Excellenev did not deem it
apropos to advise His Excellency under
the present circumstances, the mem-
bers of this House were cortainly justi-
flied in making their voices heard, and
in claiming thaL a decision should be
arrived at by this House with regard
to the conduct of Ris Honour. They
had a right to complain to His Excel-
lency that the Royal Prerogative had
been exercised illegally and uncon-
stitutionally in the Province of Que-
bec; and also that the Lieut.-Gover-
nor had consented to take advantage
of his position to exorcise an influence
in favour of bis political friends,
which was certainly contrary to the
spirit of the Constitution, as
interpreted by modern authorities.
Distinetion was to be drawn between
the illegality and the unconstitution-
ality of the acts of the Lieutenant-
Governor. In spite of the opinion ex-
pressed by a iearned authority, ho
believed that the act of Ris Honour was
legal, it was in conformity with the
written Constitution; but contrary to
the spirit of the Constitution as amended
by the good sense of the people, as
years rolled by, by our public men and
by the enlightened patriotism of those
who had endowed this country with
Responsible Government in 1841. The
hon. the First Minister had taken ad-
vantage of a subterfuge to evade his
own responsibility in this regard, and,
above ail, to prevent those members of
bis party who had still at heart the
traditions of the founders of their party
from judging this question upon its
merits and condemning the conduct of
Lieutenant-Governor Letellier, and in
doing so, taking away from the Liberal

party all the advantages they expected
to obtain from this arbitrary act of His
Honour, which they had considered
necessary in order to secure their inter-
ests in the Province of Quebec. Every-
body knew that the Liberals, before
this coup d'état, had little confidence of
success in the approaching general
elections; but since this coup d'état had
taken place, they had raised their
hends, as they believed that this act, by
giving them control of the Government
patronage in the Province of Quebec.
would enable them to carry a portion
of the counties in Lower Canada. The
Liberals had never hoped to carry
more than half of theso counties ; but
since this coup, Liberals had stated be-
fore him that they hoped to secure by
this subterfuge as much as one-half of
these counties, and in doing so to take
over to their aide some Conservatives,
as had already been done, and thus ob-
tain a majority untit the federal elec-
tions arrived, and thon use the influ-
ence of the two Governments in the
Province to carry the Federal elections,
and maintain themselves in power
at Ottawa as well as at Quebec.
He wished that the good sense of the
people would do justice to this extrava-
gant hope, as Lad been the case in the
past, and to the principles subversive
of the Constitution, of which these gen-
tlemen had given such striking proofs
since the formation of their party. le
would now pass in review some of the
motives given by His Honour in justi-
fication of bis having taken the arbi-
trary proceedings of dismissing his
Ministers and replaeing thom by their
political opponents. His Honour ai-
leged that ho had a right to give his
opinion on the measures introduced by
the Government, and to oblige his Min-
isters to receive his advice in lieu of
having his Ministers advise him. Every
sensible man must be convinced that
this singular idea was contrary to the
Constitution and highlyinjurious in its
resulte. His Honour had determined,
when ho accepted the position and
went to Quebec, to change the way in
which the public affairs of the Pro-
vince were conducted, and to replace
the Conservative Administration with
Ministers belonging to his party. lis
Honour had had a long political career,
and had discussed political questions
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with great warmth,zeal and enthusiasm.
His Honour went to Quebec imbued
with all his prejudices, which had
acquired the force of nature, and which
dominated his mind, as the consequence
of participation for twenty years in
active political struggles, and had re-
solved that if he could nc>t change the
way in which the affairs of Quebec
were managed by the aid of Conserva-
tives, he would do so with the aid of
his political friends. This had been
the determination of His Honour from
the moment that he was appointed to
this position. This inference, apart frorn
facts known in the Province, most
clearly followed from His Honour's
memorandum to the Governor General.
His Honour had played a hypocritical
game, and endeavoured to take his Min-
isters from behind. He often absented
himself from the seat of Government
in order not to see what passed, and to
be able to say later that he knew
nothing of it. He would not dwell on
the small matters which His Honour
had alleged in justification of the dis-
missal of his Ministers. There were onlv
two important questions brought up i~n
this regard-the Railway and the Taxa-
tion Bills. He believed that the Railway
Bill was not more arbitrary than the
one by means of which municipal cor-
porations collected their taxes. The
principle of the Railway Bill was not
a new one. It had been admitted long
before His Lonour was appointed
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province
of Quebec. It was embodied in an Act
passed in 1875, 39th Vic., and His
Honour was not appointed until the
month of December, 1876, after this
law was sanctioned. This clause pro-
vided that these By-laws became obli.
gatory. This was the principle
concerning which so much complaint
was made. The Bill introduced during
the last Session of the Provincial
Logislature was merely intended to
put in operation this clause of the Act
of 1875. Everybody interested in the
prosperity of Quebec, and in this great
enterprise, *ould admit that the means
which the late Government had taken
to secure the payment of these sub-
scriptions in aid of the railway were
proper, and not contrary to justice.
There was nothing unjust in niakinga
man pay what he onght to pay, never-

Ma. OtIMICT.

theless it was easy to imagine that this
provision would excite a feeling of hos-
tility; and in proposing this Bill the late
Provincial Government had shown ex-
traordinary courage. Demagogues
had taken advantage of this mneasure
to prejudice public opinion against the
late Government. But the Crown
ought to have been above the tempta-
tion of aiding these demagogues,
although political friends were second-
ing their purposes. The action of His
Honour had been in the highest de-
gree Iunworthy of his position, and it
would be condemned by the indepen-
dent and honest electors of the Pro-
vince. His Honour had descended to
the arts of a demagogue, and sullied
the dignity of the Crown, of which he
was the representative. The Liberal
party had always been distinguished
by the violence with which it had de-
nounced to the people the taxation
which the Government thought proper
to impose for the benefit of the public
and the encouragement of the coun-
try's industries. The Liberals of
Lower Canada had always the word
"taxes " written in red letters on
their programme, as being an
épouvantail (bugbear) to the people of
that Province; and it was considered
an excellent opportunity by the Lieut-
enantGovernor when the DeBoucher-
ville Ministry was obliged to force the
different municipalities to pay their
subscriptions in to the Provincial
Treasury, to take advantage of this cry.
The Liberals sought to profit by this
occasion to rouse the people against
the Conservative party, and to bring
into power, and to the control of Pro-
vincial affairs, the extremely small
minority of which the Liberals were
composed iu the Quebec Parliament.
The introduction of this measure, to-
gether with the Stamp Bill, was the
only means by which the DeBoucher-
tille Government could repair the
deficit and honour their engagements
with regard to the Quebec, Montreal,
Ottawa and Occidental Ra¶Iway.
This policy was' a necessity in order tO
restore the equilibrium of the Provin-
cial finances, and it was certainly a
conrageous act to adopt it on the eve
of the eloctions. Oertainly the Liberals
could not complain, because the fate
Provincial Government had not foi-
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lowed the same line of policy which
this Government had adopted. The
Ottawa Government had admitted the
painful fact that a deficit of three and a
half millions for the current year had
occurred in the revenue of the Domin-
ion, but, in view of the coming elections,
that they would not now recur to the
imposition of new taxes in order to
cover up this deficit. Hon. gentlemen
opposite had said they hope that Pro-
vidence would come to their assistance,
and at all events they thought that if
Providence did not favour them at
the present time, it would be time
to propose new taxation after the elec-
tions. But, although he wished the
contrary to happen, ho was very much
afraid that when the Federal elections
were over, they would still see defi-
cits increasing from day to day, and
year after year, and it would then be
found necessary to impose new taxes.
The hon. gentlemen opposite were
very wise, however, in postponing the
question of new taxes until they were
sustained at the approacbing elections
for a new torm of five years. He
confessed that the DeBoucherville
G;overnment had not been so politic;
seeing a deficit and wishing to keep
the crodit of the Province unimpaired,
they took bravely and honestly the
only way left to them to meet the
deficit, resting on the good sense of the
people to sustain them in that emer-
gency. They considered themiselves
>ledged to the completion of the Q.
. . & 0. RR., and facing the posi-

tion as courageous and honest men,
they resolved tQ go ahead, even though
they exposed themselves to lose for a
time their popularity. The Liberals
of Lower Canada were unable of such
courage and honesty; they only
thought of retaining power and of
securing for themselves and thoir
friends good positions. Another ob-
ject, but unavowed by them, was to
secure the annexation of this country
to the neighbouring Republic. The
present Govemnment, whenever it was
lssi hie, favoured the Americans at the
opense of the Canadians. This was
the case with regard to our manufac-
turing intereste and the award of con-
tracts in connection with our public
enterpries. He believed that the
desire of this Government was simiply

to bring about annexation, and to
oblige us in order to subsist and share
in the advantages which this Govern-
ment refused us, to place ourselves
under the protection of the American
flag. He would not dwell upon the
pettiness of the reasons given by the
Lieut.-Governor in justification of the
arbritrary act of which his Honour
had been guilty in dismissing his
Ministers; but hc would simply
say a word as to the consequences
which would result to this country if
such conduct was approved. If Ris
Honour was able to dismiss bis Minis-
ters once, what could prevent him.
repeating the same another time, until
the people, tired with the elections,
showed themselves disposed to support
the Joly Ministry. Of course His lon-
our would be more prudent on the next
occasion, and he would not again send
his letter of dismissal, until the sup-
plies were voted. By this means, the
Government of the Province could be
carried on for twelve months. What
could prevent His Honour from dis-
missing again his next Ministry, if the
majority of the next House was op-
posed to Mr. Joly, who would then
be obliged to resign. If Mr. Letellier
had the right to do it on this occasion,
he certainly had the right to do it a
second time; and, if so, what purpose
did a Legislature composed of the
representatives of the people serve?
They would then return to the period
which was so painful to their country-
men, before 1841, when the principle
of Responsible Government was
secured by them. If the arbitrary
conduct of "Luc the First" was
permitted, this country would return
to the days of despotie influence and
irresponsible Government. Ris Bon-
our alleged that he believed that the
railway and the Civil Service were cost.
ing too much. He (31r. Ouimet) had
believed that taxes were offered to, and
accepted by the Crown, as imposed for
the maintenance of its dignity and the
proper carrying on of the affairs of the
country. Thia was the doctrine laid
down by many authors. If Ris Hon-
our was the guardian of the deniers of
the Province, why was itthatdisàatis-
liod with his Ministers, he had in-
creased the burden of taxation which
was laid upon that Province. In
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dismissing his Ministers ho had
rendered necessary a dissolution and
general election, which would cost
the Province from 45,000 to
850,000 ; in the second place, this
act had also rendered a new Session
necessary, which would cost, at least,
890,000 or $100,000; and, in the next
place, owing to the action of His
ionour, the construction of the Que-
bec, Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental
Railway could proba bly not be finished
before the end of this year or the
beginning of next year, so that the
Province would, in the meantime, be
deprived of the revenue which this
road could return and thus pay the
interest on the sums borrowed for its
construction, and everyone knew that
tenders for the leasing of this road, at
the figure of about 8300,000, had been
sent in ; in consequence of those facts,
the conduct of His Honour, who was
so much troubled by the contemplated
increase of taxation, would cost the
Province the extra sum, in all, of about
$450,000, or nearly half a million,
which would have t-o be raised by
taxation. Instead of lightening, His
Honour would increase the public bar.
dens, and the people of the Province
would be greatly astonished to learn
that all this was done in order that
the electors might anew express their
opinion regarding the railway policy
of the late Government, which was
submitted to them and approved of at
the general elections in 1875. It was
a new sort of testimony of respect for
the opinion of the people, for Ris
Honour to dismiss his Ministers and
call in a new Administration, formed
from a party which did not possess
the contidence of one-third of the
electors of the Province. It was for
this that His Ilonour had expelled the
people from his confidence, in the per-
son of its representatives, and said to
the people, in a hypocritical and
deceitful (mensongère) manner: "l It is
for love of you, and in behalf of good
government, which bas been absent
for a long time, that I have done this,"
Though aIl this had been done for Ris
Ronour's political partizans and friends.
His Honour had succeeded, stupidly, it
was true, but, nevertheless, he had
succeeded in placing the Joly Admin-
istration in control of the affairs of the

Ma. OUIMET.

Province, and the Conaervatives were
thus obliged to demand again the con-
fidence of the eleciors, which the
electors had already granted them
in the most complete possible
manner. His Honour had cer-
tainly misled the people, for,
instead of aiding economy, bis
coup d'état would necessitate ,increased
expenditure on the part of the Pro-
vince, and an addition to their burdens
in the shape of taxation. The state-
ments of Ris Honour were certainly
decoitful.

Ma. HOLTON: I understood the
hon. gentleman to say that the
Lieutenant-Governor had adopted a
hypocritical and lying course in the in-
terest of bis friends in the Federal
Government, and in connivance, and in
conspiracy with them. I understood
this to be the substance of bis state-
ment, and I would ask the hon. gentle-
man to repeat the same in English.

Ma. OUIMET, in English, said ho
had not precisely stated that the pre-
sent Ministry here was a party to the
kind of conspiracy which had brought
about tho perpetration of what he con-
sidered to be a constitutional outrage
on the people of the Province of Que-
bec. The first paragraph of Ris
Honour's memorandum to the Gover-
nor-General set forth that, from the
very moment that Ris Honour had
left bis colleagues and this Govern-
ment to go to Quebec, ho became con-
vinced, on looking into the affairs of the
Province, that everything was wrong,
and that he had to put everything
right, and that this was bis duty to
Ris Excellency and the Crown, Of
which ho was the representative. Ris
Honour also represented that ho had
advised his Ministers in this direc tion
a great many times, but that they
would never listen to bis counsel. This
ho (Mr.Ouimet) held was sumcient to,
make them believe, or, at leat, infer
that when Mr. Letellier went to Que
bec, ho went there as a partizan of this
Government, with ail the prejudices
whieh he had accumulated during a long
career of active political life. Whether
Ris Honour had acted in good faith or
not, bis idea was that everything was
to be changed, and it appeared that the
only parties who were to benefit frOI

The Quebec Crisis.



Quebe- Crisis. 1993

this state of opinion, and of these acts,
were members of the LiberaL party in
the Province of Qaebec, and in this
louse. This mnight Le insulting, and

and he aupposed that the hon. member
for Chateauguay wiâhed to convey that
impression.

MR. HOLTON: It is open to con-
struction, but it appeared to
me that your statement in French,
involved the very grave charge against
the Government here, of having con-
spired with the Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province of Quebee. I under-
stood that the charge was made first
against the Lieutenant-Governor for
having acted entirely in the interest of
bis political party and friends, and
then against the mombers of this Gov-
emment of having conspired with His
Honour in order to bring about this
crisis in Quebec.

MR. OUIMET said ho had repeated
in English the substance of what ho
had stated in French.

Mi. MACKENZIE: I have simply
to say that if the hon. gentleman did
make the charge which my hon. friend
fiom Chateauguay says ho did, it was
only a part of what is called bearing
false witness against one's neighbours.

MR. OUIMET said he begged to
state distinctly that he Lad said
nothing in French other than what ho
had stated in VEnglish; and ho thought
he had made his statements in Parlia-
mentary form. What the hon. the Pre-
mier had stated, might justify one in
thinking that Parliamentary phrases
meant little. One could not, in
accordance with the rules of the House,
call a man a liar; but one could say
that a member was bearing false wit-
ness against hie neighbour. He did
not thoroughly understand all the
secrets of the English language; but,
as he had so many occasions for mak-
ing the same statement to the hon.
gentleman, he was greatly obliged to
hi m (Mr. Mackenzie) for having sug-
gested to him this mode of conveying
that idea. They had heard so many
statements from the hon, gentleman,
and so many emphatie denials, and so
nany affirmations, which had been

Subsequently proven to have been rash
assertions, and to be-well, bearing

false witness, for he supposed that this
was now the proper expression, that it
was forunate to have this mode of
characterizing them. He had never
before thought, ho could tell a
man to his face that he was a liar;
and this bad been done to him,
who, though not Prime Minis-
ter of the Crown, considered his
honour as important, and pure, and
unable to be attacked as that of any
member of the louse. And ho hoped
that he would never bc Primo Minis-
ter of the Dominion, if lie was to have
the reputation for rectitude and truth-
fulness which the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Mackenzie) had acquired sineo ho
had occupied bis prosent high position.
It was very weil to insult a young
member, and lis influence in the House
might not be very great; but, after all,
a man could live an honourable life
without being either a member of this
House or a member of this Govern-
ment. He would say more: that some
of the hon. gentlemen now sitting on
the Treasury bonches would stand
higher in public estimation if they had
never attained their present positions,
because the people had lcarned to know
the standard of morality and honour
according to which these hon. gentle-
men ived. He sincerely wished that,
if ho were to have the same destiny as
these hon. gentlemen, ho would never
again be returned to this Par liament.
lie Lad spoken in as Parliamentary a
phrase as possible while expressing his
opinions on the great Constitutional
question which was before the louse.
He nover meant to insult ranyone, and
did not expect to be insulted by any-
one. His first proposition was that
this Parliament had a right to discus.
the conduct of the Lieutenant-Governor
in the exorcise of his prerogative, in
the position to which he had been ap-
pointed by the prosent Government;.
and if His Honour exercised hie pro-
rogative in a sense conta ary to the
spirit of our Constitution, and contrary
t the form and spirit of the instructions
which ho received from the Governor-
General in Council, ho held that this
Parliament had a right to diseuse Ris
Honour's conduct, and to express an
opinion, whether in the forrm of cen-
sure or in approbation of it. They had
before the louse the different docu-
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ments which contained the whole
question to be considered, viz.: the
memorandum of Hie Ronour the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, and the memorandum
of the late First Minister of the
Province, Hon. Mr. DeBoucherville,
who was dismissed. He maintained that
the Government here, acted hypocrit-
ically in endeavouring to cover up its
responsibility, and in doing so in the
eyes of its partizans who wished to act
in good faith, and of those who in
Uppor Canada wero the political friends
of the hon. the first Minister, but who
were nevertheless prouder to say that
they were the political descendants and
heirs of Mr. Baldwin, and of the old
leaders of the Reform Party in Upper
Canada. The hon. gentleman (Mr.
Mackenzie), acted hypocritically in
seeking to cover up his responsibility,
under these circumstances, and in de-
claring that it was not opportune to
discuss in this Ilouse the conduct of
his lonour the Lieutenant-Governor,
because at the present time, the Joly
Ministry were appealing to the coun-
try. lie held that the Lieutenant-
Governor and the Joly Ministry were
two separate parties. They had nothing
to do with the Joly Ministry, whom the
electors had to judge; but the Lieu.
tenant-Governor was not responsible
to the people, but only to the authori-
ties who appointed him to his position,
in the same manner that the Governor-
General in the exercise of his preroga-
tive, was not responsiblo to the people
of Canada, but simply to the Imperial
Government which appointed him ;
and which gave him the instructions
that His Excellency was obliged to
follow. He maintained in the third
place that in the exercise of his royal
prerogative, Lieutenant-Governor Le-
tellier had conducted himself in art
arbitrary and partizan manner, and
further that the reasons which Ris
Honour had given in bis memorandum
in justification for his action, were ut.
terly futile and could not be entertain-
ed by any enlightened man, who was
zealous of the privileges and liberties
which he enjoyed by virtue of the Con-
stitution with which this country was
endowed. These reasons were un-
worthy of considoration on the part of
asny man who believed that the people
and i.ot the Lieutenant-Goveruor nor

Ma. OUIMET.

the Crown governed. They had, it
was truc, a Lieutenant-Governor at
Quebec, the same as there was a Gov-
ernor-General here, and Her Majesty
the Queen in England, as the head of
the Executive, but with regard to all
questions of legislation, and all matters
that touched the interests of othe peo-
ple, these personages had nothing to do,
they had nothing to say with respect
to the manner in which the people
deemed it properto govern themselves,
or to i mpose,or not to impose,taxes; and
in consequence of these facts, ho beld
that Liieutenant-Governor Letellier
had no right to intervene with re-
spect to the policy of the DeBoucher-
ville Government which was supported
by the great majority of the people of
Lower Canada. The conduct of His
Honour could only have been prompted
by partizan zeal, for ho could not
believe that lis Honour had acted
simply in obedience to inclinations and
a spirit of demoralisation that previ-
ously existed in him. He considered
that the greatest insult which could be
offered to His Hionour, would be to say,
that in the exercise of his prerogative
in this fashon, he (Mr. Letellier) had
simply followed the instincts and
promptings of his nature. lie believed,
on the contrary, that ho had left
Ottawa inspired by bitter politicalpre-
judices, the accumulation of warm
political struggles and a long political
career, and with the consciousness that
the Liberal Party would be extermin-
ated politically at the approaching
general elections of the Domnion ;
and with the intention that if ever
opportunity offered for changing the
state of things-as Ris Honour men-
tioned in his memoi andum-which
then existed in the Province of Quebec
-ad bringing hie party into power-
and ho supposed this could also be
naturally inferred-and aiding them
in carrying the Federal Elections, he
would render that immense service, not
to the country, for it was proved that
this act on the contrary would onlY
impose a burden of one-half million
more of debt on the Province, but tO
his party. His HLonour desired to
bring about the state of things which
now existed at Ottawa, and which,
aecording to His Honur, ought also
to exist in Quebec. This House wonld
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assume a great responsibility towards
posterity if it approved of this
arbitrary act of His Honour. If Lieu-
tenant-G4overnor Letellier could to-day
dismiss his Ministers without incurring
censure or running any risk, ho could
nlot sec why, after the next turn of the
political tide, a Conservative Lieu-
tenant-Governor could not be sent to
Quebec; and in case the Joly Ministry
then chanced to bin power, turu them
out. What could the Libetals say to
this, if they now approved of His
Hlonour's conduct. The hon. gentle-
men opposite said that the members of
the Opposition were Tories, and re-
minded them of the arbitrary acts of
which the Tories were ready to ap-
prove in the time of George III. They
were Tories, but not the Tories of a
hundred years ago. They were simply
Liberal-Conservatives; that was to say,
they inherited the traditions of Sir L.
Hypolite Lafontaine; but since 1873,
instead of doing like Papineau, dream-
ingo l Utopias impregnated with the le-
publican ideas of France and theUnited
States, and of annexation to the Amer-
ican Republic, they had followed a
different course. Hypolite Lafontaine
said that since, with the blood of their
countrymen, they had conquered all
the grandeur and the priviloges of the
British Constitution, thero was nothing
else to do but to endeavour to work at
this Constitution and make it bear
fruit for the prosperity of their coun-
try in general, and of the nationality in
particular. Hence Ilypolite Lafon-
taine, and Mr. Morin, and Sir George
Cartier had deemed it proper to follow
tonstitutional traditions-traditicns
which they had proserved in the Lib-
eral-Conservative Party. There was
much more liberalitv and brendth of
view in the Lii>eral-Conservative
than in the Liberal Party ; for,
after all, the Liberals of Lower Canada
were the same as the Liberals of all
other countries. What was a Liboral ?
A Liberal was one who -wished to have
liberty ut the expense of the liberty of
everyone else; and this was the Libe-
ralism 6f hon. gentlemen opposite,
who trampled under foot the rights of
others, in order to boast that they
thenselves were froc: that was to say,
free to do evi!, and this was Liberal-
isma everywhere, in religion no well as

in politics. These hon, gentlemen
wanted liberty to do evil as well as
good; the liberty to abuse the rights
of others, and to accomplish the
interests of the moment, no matter by
what means. This was the Liberalism
of those hon. gentlemen. The Liberals
said that the Tories of Lower Canada
were hypocrites, who made use of
religion for more political purposes.
It was truc that the Conservative
party had the glory of possessing the
assistanee of the clergy since the time
of Hlypolite Lafontaine, and even pre-
viously; but those who said that the
Conservatives were the servants of the
Catholic clergy lied. The Catholic
clergy wore the allies of the Conserva-
tives, but why ? Becau-o in Con-
servative principles they had the
stability of Catholie principles; be-
cause, in these principles, they had
liberty and liberality, a liberality
which was shown to oach and
to all ; because they had
respect for the traditions of their
ancestors, and never denied them from
day to day, according to the demands
of the moment, as did a certain mom-
ber of the Governmont, who was now
in the House, and who had the even.
ing previons confessed that when ho
committed bis follies he was a more
boy, although lie (Mir. Ouimet) be-
lieved that the people who had known
the hon. the Minister of Justice for a
long time still considered him a more
boy. The bon. gentleman had, some
years ago, a great reputation, and no
one regretted more than himself (Mir.
Ouimet) that this reputation, of which
ho was so proud as a French Canadian,
and as a member of the Bar of Montroal,
had disappeared. Ho was to-day really
confused and humiliated to see that
this man as ho had agod, had lost so
much of that nerve which had dis-
tinguished him in his youth. To-day
the hon. gentleman was not a Tory,
but a taré, ne one should regret the
ècartades of bis youth, especially when
they were prompted by noble senti-
ments. He couldi never have believed
that the hon. the' Minister of Justice
would care to say that, when he did
what he had done, ho did not know
what ho di.

Ma. LAFLAMME: I never said, and
I never pretendedlthat I was ashamed
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of what I had doue at that time. I
simply said that I was then young.
If one is not a Republican at the age
of 20 years, he is condemned to be a
fossil at the age of 45.

Ma. OUIMET: It is in this manner
that the hon. gentleman has finished.
I would rather have remained a Repub-

1 ican as at 20, than to have become
a fossil at 45; and, above all, to have
said what the hon. gentleman had
stated in this House.

MR. LAFLAMME : These are mere
personalities.

Ma. OUIMET said that they were
political personalities. He believed
that he had sufficiently demonstrated
that this question was one of great im-
portance to the House; and that if a
verdict of approval of the conduct of
Lieutenant-Governor Letellier was
rendered by the majority of the House,
it would be disastrous in the future as
respected our free institutions. Such
a verdict ought to be deeply regretted
by the majority of the citizens in all
parts of the Dominion. He hoped that
this precedent would not be elsewhere
followed in this country. He had
beard it frequently stated by a great
number of the members from Ontario,
that such an act in the Province of
Ontario would be followed by rebellion
and émeutes, and that a Government
which would take the reins of power,
under the circumstances in which the
Joly Administration had acceded to
power, would be driven ignominiously
from office by the people, and replaced
by those in whom the people had confi-
dence. He could not terminate
his remarks without protesting
against the statement of the
Minister of Inland Revenue, that the
Conservatives were people who did not
urderstand what Responsible Govern-
ment was. H1e believed that the debate
which had been carried on by members,
of the Opposition, would amply prove
to the satisfaction of the House, that
the Conservatives did know what con-
stituted Responsible Government. If,
in the past, and 100 years ago, those
who bore this name were extravagant
(outrés) admirers of the privileges of
the Crown, those who had succeeded
them had made rapid progress, and
were committed to the support of the

MR. LAFLAMME.

proper working of the principles of the
English Constitution, and especially of
the principles of Responsible Govern-
ment; and, above all, by their warm at-
tachment to these principles they had
secured the deep esteem and admir.
tion of all true lovers of their princi-
ples and their nationality.

MR. COSTIGAN said ho fully under-
stood the very great importance of the
question which had so long engaged
the attention of the House. No greater
proof of this could be required before
the country than the fact that the
able, the eloquent, and the forcible
speech of the right bon. member for
Kingston had, as yet, remained unan-
swered before the louse; and i>
greater proof as to the force of the
case now presented to the Blouse and
country could be had, than the fact
that no hon. gentleman among the able
gentlemen who held seats on the Trea-
sury benches and the eloquent gentle-
men who supported these Ministers,
was found who would even consider
the question from a constitutional
point of view, or attempt to
meet the arguments of the riglit
hon. member for Kingston. He
dwelt on the dismissal of his Min-
istry by Governor Gordon of New
Brunswick. The present Minister of
Marine ani Fisheries was leader of that
Government; he had for his colleague
the hon. member for Charlotte, and
himself (Mr. Costigan) was a member'
of the House supporting the Govern-
ment. Against the action of the Gov-
ernor twenty-two members of the
House led by the leader of the Govern-
ment sent an address to IIer Majesty
complaining in the strongest way Of
the Governor's conduct. Surely nen
who could so act in a matter affecting
their own Province could not take a
different course when a similar outrage
had been committed in Quebec. The
reason hon. gentlemen opposite had
not come forward to defend Mr. Letel-
lier was because they knew they had a
hard case. There was this similarity
between the cases of Quebec and NeW
Brunswick-that while the Governor
in both cases refused to be advised by
those who were the legal and constitU-
tional advisers, they were accused, he
would not say with how mucl truth,
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of having taken counsel other than
those entitled to give them counsel.
Besides, the hon. Mr. Smith at that
time complained of difficulty in the
transmission of documents, and
that the answers he gave at one
time bore a very different inter-
pretation in the papers next day. He
(Mr. Costigan) regretted to say that a
f'air expression of opinion had not been
«iven in the New Brunswick case,
und le challenged any one to say
that if the people of New Bruns-
wick had been appealed to three-
fourths of them would not have
given the high-handed conduct of the
Lieutenant-Governor their entire con-
demnation. The reason it was not so
condemned was that other influence
was brought to bear, and the question
tried was not one of constitutionality,
Lut of Confederation, and many were
prevented from giving their moral
support to the cause of justice during
the struggle because of strong political
reasons. In the same way, be believed,
that some hon. gentlemen would be
prevented from voting for the amend-
nient, though it was very inildly and
judiciously drawn up. It had been
kept free of every political character
in order that the House might pro-
nounce an impartial judgment on ýthe
course taken byi His Honour the Lieu-
enant-Governor of the Province of
Quebec. He hoped he might not be
considered offensive if he said that
political feelings might enter into the
minds of hon. gentlemen on the other
ide in giving their opinions. le

thought that after all it was a benefit
1o the country that the hon. the Pre-
mier had resisted the desiro of the
mainority for an adjournment, because
if that request had been complied with
<n fly one side of the question would
have appeared on the records, and that
would have been in favour of the
mirendment. He thought no more seri-

OUs a question could have been dis-
vussed by the House than that now
under consideration, and no graver op-
Position could have been offered to any
<question than that with which this
amendment was met. If the House
aPproved of the action taken by the
Lieutenant-Governor of the Pro-yimce of Quebec, it would be
imPossible for the people of

any Province of tho Dominion to
maintain free, independent Respon-
sible Government. It must be quite
evident to any man possessed of con-
mon sense that if the fHouse endorsed
the principle laid down by Lieut.-
Governor Letellier, they would be
endorsing a most dangerous one. The
whole case amounted to this, that Mr.
Letellier, finding a Conservative Gov-
ernment in Quebec, and finding, also,
that he could not, as a Liberal, concur
in their administration of affairs, dis-
missed them. Now, in ordor to show
the unfairness of such a proceeding, he
would suppose a case-a very unlikely
one, no doubt. Lot them suppose-
what was certainly very unlikely-
that the Liberal leader of Quebec
should be returned with a very great
majority, and that Mr. Joly Lad suc-
ceeded in forming a Government there.
Then suppose, also, that under a new
state of things a Conservative Govern-
ment was formed in Ottawa, and that
the Lieut.-Governor of Quebec was also
a Conservative, the latter might, after
the same fashion, go down to the Pro-
vince of Quebec, and, saying that he
did not approve of the legislation of its
Liberal Government there, might dis-
miss them. Would hon. gentlemen
opposite approve of such a proceeding?
Be opined they would not. If this
kind of proceeding was allowed to go
on, a Liberal or Conservative Central
(overnment might control the whole
of the Local Legislatures as they
pleased, through the Lieut.-Governors,
exercising those powers which they
undoubtedly possessed. With regard
to the character of the hon. gentleman
who had given rise to this long and
important discussion, he would not at-
tempt to say one word which might
be considered offensive, as he did
not think he could there by
strengthen his argument. The hon.
member for Montreal Centre, being
a lawyer, was well able to handle a
bad case, but he (Mr. Costigan) was
surprised that the late Minister of
Justice, the hon. member for South
Bruce, should not say anyth ing regard-
ing the matter under consideration.
This was to be regretted, because it
was generally the case that the hon.
member for Montreal Centre inagined
he found new light, and, in the present
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instance, ho had failed to do so. He
hoped those few remarks would be
taken in good part by the hon. nember
for Montreal Centre, whose speech, ho
might remark, was not intended to
wound the feelings of any one. He
had expected that, after the able
manner in which the discussion had
been opened by the hon. member for
Kingston, point% of constitutional law
would be taken up by memberA on
both sides of the ilouse, and elucidat-
cd. As far as hon. members on the
Opposition side were concerned, his
anticipations had been fully realized,
but ho regretted to say that the heads
of the Government party had remained
silent.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
ho did notintend offering any observa-
tions on the question now before the
Ilouse, and should not have donc so,
but that the hon. gentleman who had
just sat down, who had addressed
himself to the subject with great
ability, had made special reference to
himself, in regard to transactions
which took place in bis (Mr. Smith's)
Province, to show that the action he
was now about to take would place
him in a false and inconsistent posi-
tion. He thought that he should
satisfy the House that it would place
him in no such position, for the action
he took in New Brunswick he was
ready to defend now. He thought
iis, and the other case, quoted by the
hon. member, were precedents that
rather justified Mr. Letellier than
otherwise. The first case took place
in New Brunswick in 1856, when the
Lieut.-Governor, Mr. Manners-Sutton,
dismissed his Minstry. Mr. Todd had re-
flerred to this case, and, as that author
described it, better, perhaps, than ho
(Mr. Smith) could do, it would be as
well for him to read it.

" In 1855 a Prohibitory Liquor Law was
passed by the New Brunswict Legislature.
But the Act proved to be wholly inoperative,
and incapable of enforcement. Wbhereupon the
Lieut.-Governor, J. H. Manners-Sutton, with-
out expressing any opinion upon the principle
of Probibitory Legislation, sent a memoran-
dum to his Ministers in which he expressed his
conviction that a continuance of the existing
condition of affairs was fraught with peril tothe
best interests of the community, and called for
immediate remedy. He, therefore, suggested
a dissolution of Parliament with a view to a
decided expression of public opinion in favour

MR. COSTIGAN.

of, or in opposition to, the Prohibitory prin-
ciple. Ministers dissented altogether from
His Excellency's conclusions, and woeU not
advise a dissolution. Fuirther correspondence
ensued without a change of opinion on either
side. Finally, the Lieut.-Governor stated that
as he " never contemplated a dissolution of the
Assembly without the concurrence ofrespon-
sible advisers " he claimed that eilher the
Executive Council should asEume the re-
sponsibility for the issue of a proclamation of
dissolution or that they should retire, and en-
able him to seek for other advisers who would
consent to this Act. As Ministers still de-
murred to either course, His Excellency direct-
ed the Provincial Secretary to prepare and
countersign a proclamation dissolving the As.
sembly. His request was complied with, but,
immediately afterwards, the Minstry resigned.
The Governor requested them to retain office
until their successors were appointed. In
nine-das he notified them that he had suc-
ceeded in forming a new Administration, who,
agreeing with him in the necessity for an im-
mediate dissolution of Parliament, were pre.
pared to resume responsibility for the same."

Now, in this case, as they were aware,
the Government had a very large
majority, and the Liquor Bill was in-
troduced by Mr. Tilley, who was a
member of the Goverument as well as
himself, and it properly passed. The
Lieut.-Governor asked them to take
the responsibility of dissolution, but
they refused; in a few days, however,
they thought it best to do so, and disso-
lution took place. The people were
appealed to, and they sustained both
the Lieut.-Governor and the Govern-
ment, and when Parliament again met,
resolutions, approving of the course
taken by the Lieut.-Governor, were
passed, so, as far as the people were
concerned, they approved of the consti-
tutionality of the principle. The
Imperial Government was appealed to
that time, but they did not remove Mr.
M. Sutton, nor even censure him. le
argued, therefore, that this precedent
was in favotir of the course pursued by
Mr. Letellier. Thon, with regard to
the other case, they ound it entirely
dissimilar to the one under discussion.
In that case,a dissolution took place,and
the country was appealed to on the
question of Confederation, and a deci-
sive opinion was given upon it, not-
withstanding which, the Lieut.-Gover-
nor (Mr. Gordon) dissolved Parlia-
ment. They complained that, inasmuc'
as the people had decided upon that
question, ho had no right to dissolve
again. They petitioned the QUeen
with regard to it, charging the Lieut.-
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Governor with moral turpitude and
misconduct, and with having consulted,
behind their backs, with their political
opponents. The people afterwards
sustained the Government and ap,
proved of his conduct; so this, too, was
surely a precedent in favour of Mr.
Letellier. Her Majesty did not dis.
place the Lieut.-Governor, although he
had done a worse act than Mr. Letellier.
The ground he (Mr. Smith) had taken
was this: he did not consider they
were called upon to express an opinion
as to the constitutionality of the act of
Mr. Letellier. Ie had appealed to the
people at the polis; and if they approved
of bis conduct, should notthat influence
this Hlouse in the course o be adopted ?
Surely Mr. Joly had assumed
the responsibility of that act, he
became a partieeps criminis; he was
on bis trial now before the people
of Quebec, and was it right
that this Parliament should take any
action that could prejudice him before
the people. They found there was a
dispute as to the facts of the case, and
surely they ought not, under these cir-
cumstances. to prejudge the case. If
Mr. Joly had do>ne wrong, the people
had power to punish him by dismissal
from office; they had no power to dis-
miss the Lieutenant-Governor, but if
they condemned him, it would thon be
lime for this Parliament to act. He
believed he had shown that the course
he was taking was not inconsistent
with his past action, and that it would
be approved by bis constituents.

MR. ROULEAU criticised Mr. Le-
tellier's objections to Mr. DeBoucher-
ville's conduct and administration,
commenting on Mr. DeBoucherville's
replies.

M it. HIAGGART contended that the
Lieutenant-Governor had- struck an
almost vital blow against the liberties
Of the people of Quebec, and ho was
surprised that anyone should attempt
to justify it in this House.

M R. POPE said ho was a little sur-
Prised at the moderation of his right
hon. friend in drawing up this motion,
as was the hon. the First Minister. He
considered this question as one of ex-
trenely grave importance, and that a
stronger resolution would have been
Warranted. Their forefathers had

fought and struggled for these rights,
which now were in danger. And was
it to be said that, in the Province of
Quebec, these great principles which
they Lad inherited from their fore.
fathers, were to bo forgotten and given
up, though these rights had been
handed down to them unimpaired.
At the first moment that this
wicked, unconstitutional, unwise
and unjust act had came to the know-
ledge of the hon. the First Minister, he
couli have remedied the evil, and
placed things in the position in whieh
they would have been had there been
an honest, Constitutional Governmont
in the Province of Quebec. But the
hon. gentleman had not interfered,
though he dared not defend the con-
duct of the Lieutenant-Governor. The
hon. gentleman had known of this
matter a month ago; and he should
have restored the late Ministers to the
places from which they had been driven
b an unjust, an unconstitutional, and
a tyrannical nt. He feut certain that
a majority of the louse would vote
against the motion, and as positive
that a majority of the people would
support it. The people would not con-
sider lightly the responsibility assumed
by those who opposed this motion. If
this sort of thing continued, it would
lead to trouble and rebellion. The
majority could not bo bound down by
a tyrant or a power not exercised
freely >efore thelaw. If the majority
of the people's representatives were to
be turned in this manner, where was
the thing to stop ? It was idle to
talk about a remedy obtained by an
appeal to the people. The iailway
policy of the late Government of the
ProvincA of Quebec had been pro-
nounced on at the polis, and the other
questions brought up were hardly
worthy of consideration-they were
almost ridiculous. He was afraid that
the question of taxes would be dwelt
on too much, and that the censtitu-
tional question would be almost loit
sight of. The Liberals had tried to
charge the issue that Mr. DeBoucher-
ville was no favourite of his; but he
felt that a great injustice Lad been
done to that Minister. He felt very
strongly about the way in which Mr.
DeBoucherville had been treated.
Ie had always felt it was unfortunate
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that the Government had built the road
from Montreal to Ottawa; that they
ought to have given some round sub-
sidy to a company to do it ; but that
lad nothing to do with the case bore,
whether it was wise or unwise. It
had been said that every single
farthing raised in the country should
have gone on that road, and that the
other road should not have got a
dollar. He (Mr. Pope) disagreed with
this contention, because the faith of the
country had been just as much pledged
to the other roads as to thet one; not,
perhaps, to so large an extent, but in a
proportionate sum. Under ail these
circumstances, looking at the position in
which the House of Assembly at Que-
bec stood, with a majority of twenty, ho
would ask the hon. member for West-
moreland if he could conscionciously
say that the Lieutenant.Governor acted
wisely? Ris hon. friend had to say
one thing or the other. His hon. friend
had objected to the course taken by
the Government of New Brunswick in
connection with the Prohibitory
Liquor Law. The case was not
nearly as bad as the Quebec
one. lad the Lieutenant-Governor
of Quebec said to his advisers: You
must appeal to the country? That
was the position which had been
taken by the Governor of New Bruns-
wick. Without expressiig any opinion
on the principle of prohibitory logis-
lation, t he Governor ofNew Brunswick
sent a memorandum to bis Ministers
expressing his conviction that the
continuance of the present state of
affairs was fraught with danger to the
best interests of the community and
called for immediate remedy. He,
therefore, suggested a dissolution of
Parliament, The Ministors dissented
altogether from His Excellency's con-
clusion and would not advise a disso-
lution. Was there any comparison
botween them and the Quebec Min-
istry ?

MR. BOWELL arguod that Mr. Le-
tellier had exercised undue pressure in
the dismissal of his Ministry.

MR. MACKENZIE: If the hon. gen-
tleman will stop now, I will admit
that ho has convinced me.

Ma. BOWELL: Then, resign.
MR. PoPE.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member fbr Kingston bad agreed
upon certain conditions upon which an
adjournment could be had. The con-
ditions were that the House should ad-
journ now, and that a vote should be
taken without debate on Monday even-
ing, after the trains came in, and that
until that bour the House should pro-
ceed with other business.

SiR JOHN MACDONALD said he
bad agre d to those ternis, and hoped
to have a vote at about ton o'clock on
Monday night.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Then the under-
standing is that the debate be adjourned.

Debate adjourned.

THE IMPERIAL CATTLE BILL.

Ma. MACKENZIE, in moving the
adjournment of the House, said perhaps
it might be gratifying to members gen-
erally, to know that by a telegram re-
ceived to-day, from our agent in Lon-
don, the Government ascertains that
the Imperial Government bas agreed
to a modification of the Cattle Bill in
the interesta of Canada.

House adjourned at
Five minutes past

Six o'clock, p.m., 13th inst.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

.Monday, 15th April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERs.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

MR. MITCHELL said that be had
left on Friday last for Montreal, hav-
ing paired with the hon. member for
Lisgar, and he now found that with
regard to the motion respecting theQue-
bec crisis, an arrangement had been
entered into to take the vote this
evening at ton o'clock, without debate.
Ie did not consider himself bound by
any arrangement made by any one for
him in this House. and on a subject
so important as this. He feit that the
circumstances imperatively required
him to express his views. Ris name
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had been mixed up in the matter, and
an incident connected with the politi-
cal history of his Province had been
referred to as an authority and pre-
cedent. The name of a gentleman, who
was then Governor of New Brunswick,
had been mentioned, and as the great
political question involved to his mind
the future of this country, ho felt that
he ought to submit his observations on it
to the House. He did not desire to
protract the discussion, and be would
suggest to the hon. the Premier that
the order should be called at eight
o'clock, after recess, in order that ho
might express bis views and convictions
on this important matter. He did not
wish to be bound by any arrangement,
but at the sarne time ho did not desire
to break through such arrangement.

MR. MACKENZIE said it was
unfortunate that the hon. gentleman
should have such an intention. The
agreement arrived at, with the leader
of»the Opposition and by the unanimous
assent of the House, was one that
ought not to be broken, especially when
there was no cause for it, except the
hon. gentleman's own absence. The
lion. gentleman would have had
abundant opportunity for expressing
his views on Saturday. He thought that
no one should seek to infringe upon
this arrangement; but, of course, there
was no authority in the House to com-
pel such an arrangement to be adhered
to. Under these circumstances the hon.
gentleman must take bis own course.
le could only regret that, under
the circumstances, the hon. gen-
tleman should feel it necessary to say
anything on the subjeet.

MR. MITCHELL said ho believed
that his name had been exempted from
this arrangement. He was so informed
by the hon.member for North Hastings,
who had known that he was anxious to
speak on this subject.

Mi. MACKENZIE said that the
leader of the Opposition had stated
that ho could not absolutely speak for
every person, but that he would foel
very much disappointed if any one
w'ould feel at liberty to break through
this common agreement.

Ma. BOWELL said he thought the
Premier would recollect that ho had

126

used these 1 ords:-" I think we can
speak positively for all the members
of the Opposition then present,
but if the irrepressible Peter
cormes, we cannot guarantee
that lie will not speak," and the hop.
gentleman's answer had been: "Of
course, you cannot guarantee him."

Mi. MACKENZIE: I quite recollect
that; but I had not such a bad opinion
of the hon. gentleman as to imagine
that he would speak.

MR. BOWELL said ho had not said
so because he had a bad opinion of the
hon. gentleman, whom ho knew was
very desirous of speaking, and intended
to speak with reference to the difficul-
ties that had arisen in bis own Pro
vince.

Ma. MITCHELL said that in justice
to the right hon. member for Kingzton
ho felt bound to say that ho had a few
minutes since mentioned bis intention
to the right hon. gentleman, who had
said ho thought ho (Mir. Mitchell)
ought not to do it. He had told the
right hon. gentleman, however, that no
person had a right to speak for him in
the House; and ho felt it was due to
himself, to others, and the country,
that ho should express his opinion on
this question.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that this arrangement was made across
the floor in good faith; and ho consid-
ered, of course, that it was obligatory
on every hon. gentleman on both sides
of thIHouse. He would be disap-
pointed if it was not adhered to, be-
cause the debate had not only been
exhaustive, but it had also exhausted
the members. He had pointed out to
the hon. member for Northumberland
that if this arrangement lad not taken
place at 5:30 Satutday afternoon, it was
very likely that a division would have
taken place before twelve on Saturday
night. He thought that the bon. gen-
tleman might easily find another op-
portunity for making bis explanations.

Ma. MITCHELL said ho nad a right
to speak, and, if afforded a fair oppor-
tunity, ho would endeavour to make
bis remarks as brief as possible.

MR. DEVLIN: It re-opens the whole
question.

Ma. MITCHELL : Let it be re-opened.

Personal [APRIL 15, 1878.]



2002 Proposed Acquisition cf the [COMMONS.] Grand Trunk, Riv. du Loup Branch

PROPOSED ACQUISITION OP THE
GRAND TRUNK, RIVIÈRE DU

LOUP BRANCH.

GOVERNMENT NOTICE OF MOTION.

MR. MACKENZIE moved:
That the Government be authorized to

enter into an arrangement auring the recess
with the Grand Trunk Railway Company for
acquiring control of the Rivière du Loup
branch of the said Coinpany's line, by lease,
purchase or otherwise, in order to obtain
complete control of the Intercolonial Rail-
way to the City of Quebec. Any such
arrangement to be subject to the ratification
by Parliament at the next Session.

He said that it was unnecessary to say
anything in explanation of this motion,
as hon. members generally understood
that difficulty was at present experi-
ended by having the Intercolonial
Railway terminate at Rivière du Loup,
where there vas no harbour and no
means of transferring traffic, save by
means of the Grand Trunk branch,
which, through the impecuniosity of
the company owning it, had got into
such a state that if this winter had
not been severe, they would have had
exceedingly great difficulty, indeed, in
carrying the traffic over it. lie did
not know how this was to be done
during another winter. IMany things
were to be considered in relation to
this matter, which he did not think
were fit subjects for discussion; but,
as the Government asked for no power
but simply for authorization to enter
into negotiations, he scarcely imagined
that any hon. member would consider
it necessary to discuss this matter, or
the difficulties connected with it, or
the different modes by which this sub-
ject might now be accomplished. It
was manifestly highly inexpedient, ii
not highly improper, for him to enter
into any such discussion at the present
moment; and he hoped that in this the
House would generally agree with
him.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
question at once arises whether this
resolution ought not to be proposed in
Committee.

MR. MACKENZIE said that this
was precisely the same authority which
the late Government had taken with
reference to the Windsor Branch Gov-
ernment Railway; and by this Govern.

Ma. MITCHELL.

ment, with regard to the Truro
branch. Authority was given in both
instances to alienate this part of
the public property or domain, and
afterwards the agreement arrived at
with the respective companies was
submitted to the Hiouse and a Bill
based on it introduced. The Gov-
ernment would get no power under
this resolution to alienate any public
money, or land, or domain in any
shape, and before this could be done,
resolutions must be brought in ut the
next Sepsion. He did not think it
necessary to introduce this motion in
Committee of the Whole.

MR. SPEAKER: This asks particu-
larly for no more than authority to
enter into negotiations.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the Government could do what
the motion proposed without passing
it, and any arrangement made could
afterwards be submitted to Parliament.
This was connected with a very im-
portant matter, and, if pressed, the
motion should be considered in Con-
mittee.

MR. HOLTON said that if the reso-
lution meant anything at all, it meant
an affirmation by the House of the
desirability of entering into these
negotiations with the Company in
order to reach certain results, which
would involve the disposal of public
money and public property ; therefore,
even at this initial stage, the
proposition ought to be considered
in Committee. Sound practice
required this to be done. For his own
part he was not disposed at this point
of time, without fuller explanations
than they had hitherto received, to
affirm the desirability of any possible
arrangement whatever being made in
respect to the acquisition of the Rivière
du Loup Branch of the Grand Trunk
Railway Company. A good case
might be made, out, but it had not
as yet been made out. The resolution
affirmed that it was desirable to get
possession of this road by lease or pur-
chase; and it would authorize the
Government, without full explanations,
to enter into such negotiation during
recess, and any arrangement made was
to be submitted at the next Session.
It would then be placed before mem-
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bers who were not exactly free agents.
Owing to the pressure that a Govern-
ment could bring to bear in order to
secure the adoption and confirmation of
their acts, it became then, whatever
the Government might do during re-
cess, a question of confidence in the
Government, and he did not think that
this was a position in which the House
ought to be placed with respect to a
matter in the inchoate position in
-which this proposition now was. He
-did not know what arguments might
be produced in favour of getting
possession of this road; but for his own
part,though he was open to convicticn,
yet, as at present ad,7ised, he did not
think it necessary, or essential, or that
it would be useful to the Dominion, to
procure control of this road on any
probable terms. This was his convic-
tion, and therefore ho held that if the
matter was to be submitted to them at
al], full explanation of the reasons why
such negotiations should be enterea
into should be made to the House.

Ma. BLANCHET said that the re-
silution proposed the acquisition of
control of the Rivière du Loup
branch by lease or purchase; and the
hon. member for Chateauguay knew
very well that traffic was not carried
over this portion of the lino as expedi-
tiously at the preseut moment as was
desirable, owing to the bad state in
which it was. The stop proposed was
only initiative, and he did not suppose
that it pledged the expenditure of any
sum of money. Everything would de-
pend on the conditions to be submitted
to the next Parliament. As far as the
submission of resolutions in the Com-
nittee was concerned, he thought that

it was the safest mode even though no
expenditure was demanded. Moreover
it was known that the Government
cou Id not acquire eontrol of this branch
without expenditure.

ML. BOWELL said that his hon.
friend from Bellechasse had not caught
the Objection of the hon. member for
Chateauguay. He thought that this
resolution clearly affirmed that it was
desirable to acquire this section of the
Grand Trunk Railway by either lease
or Purchase; and if it was passed with-
Out any information in reference to the
necessity of obtaining this road being
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given, the' louse was committed to
that declaration; and it seemed to
him that they ought not to be asked to
affirm this principle without full dis-
cussion and investigation into the mat-
ter. Various points had suggested
themselves to members of this House
as reasons why this should be done.
There were many arguments, ho
knew, in favour of acquiring that see-
tion of road, but ho was not prepared
to enter into a discussion of these at
the present time. lie thought the Pre-
mier would see the force of the argu-
ment advanced by the hon. member for
Chateauguay, in reference to pledging
the House to the npcessity of acquir-
ing a portion of any road without ex-
planation of any kind.

Mit. SPEAKER asked if the hon.
gentleman meant that it was
absolutely necessary for the consider-
ation of this particular point that the
House should go into Committeo, there
being no details submitted but simply
an abstract propouition.

MR. BOWELL said ho was not pre-
pared to state that it was absolutely
necessary. He was not discussing that
point, however, and would leave the
question of order entirely in the hands
of Mr. Speaker. It was quite clear
that, as this resolution affirmed a prin-
ciple, the House should have an oppor-
tunity to discuss it, and, porhaps it
might be well to have a full discussion
in Committee.

Ma. BLAKE said that as far as pre-
cedents went, the hon. the Premier was
warranted in pursuing the course
which ho proposed to adopt. He ap-
prehended, ndeed, from what had
transpired formerly, that his hon.
friend was justified in intimat-
ing to the House the views which ho
had expressed. Notwithstanding that,
however, ho (Mr. Blake) would ven-
ture to submit whether the whole
legitimate purpose that could be secured
by such an intimation had not been
accomplished and the force of these
precedents taken away as far as this
particular transaction was concerned.
He thought it an undesirable thing that
the House should be asked to affirm in
advance the desirability of accomplish-
ing a particular transaction when next
Session, after making this affirmation,
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Parliament would have to consider
whether the terms were desirable.
Indeed, the wLole question was one of
terms. After the intimation which had
been given to the House, it was of course
competent to any hon. member'to
dissent from the policy proposed, even
to propose a resolution. He believed
the general opinion of the Hîouse
was that some arrangement should
be made with the Grand Trunk
Railway Company, but it was
difficult to determine in advance
what arrangement should be made
without knowing the teims.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONAL D
said he would like to know whether
the precedents cited had originated in
Committee, and been concurred in
afterwards. It was admitted that the
Intercolonial Railway would not be a
complete railway till the acquisition of
this line was effected. That was his
own individual opinion, and he had
always expressed the same thing to
lion. gentlemen privately and in the
House as well. There was a great
deal of force in what the hon.
member for North Bruce said, as to
these precedents being vicions, that
they committed the House in advance
without the Government being com-
mitted. This was a matter in which
public revenue and property were
concerned, whether the acquisition of
the road was made by purchase, lease
or some other method. When, there-
fore, the Government came down with
their proposition, they should be able
to submit a message from the Crown
assenting thereto. The hon. gentle-
inan who introduced it, however, had
said he did not consider it right, under
the circumstances, to go into detail
until he got some authority from the
House to proceed. He (Sir John A.
Macdonald) considered that that was
putting the cart before the horse. In
propositions of this kind, where any
surrender of money or money's worth
was concerned. the Government should
get their plans affirmed hefore they]
came down to the louse with them.
The House did not know what sort of
arrangement was to be made, whether
it was to be a running arrangement,
the surrender of the line, or an abso-
lute purchase; or whether an annual

Ma. BLAKE.

payment for lease should be made,
instead of making a purchase.
Then, as to the point of order,
he thought that if the hon. gentleman
were to persist in his motion, the
Ilouse should be allowed to go into.
Committee, so that hon. gentlemen
might give expression to their views.
It was rather a serions matter for the
House to be asked to concur in the pro-
position without a single word of ex-
planation.

ME. MACKENZIE said it was quite
impossible that he could enter into
any explanations at present, because
he would have to discuss the whole
subject in anticipation ; and whether
Mr. Speaker should rule it ont of order
or not, he should absolutely decline to,
enter into details. He would content
himself with having given hon. mem-
bers an opportunity ofexpressing their
views, and ho understood the general
opinions of hon. gentlemen opposite
wore rather hostile to any arrange-
ment. It was purely a matter of
business, not a political question at all.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD : You
cannot expect it to be a political matter;.
personally, I am in favour of it.

MR. MACKENZIE said it would be
absurd for him to put the railway au-
thorities in possession of bis views,
and, under the circumstances, he would
withdraw his motion.

MR. MITCHELL said he thought
-the remarks made by the hon. the
First Minister were concurred in by
hon, gentlemen on the opposite side of
the House. For bis own part, ho was
entirely in favour of the country
getting posses>ion of the portion of
the rond referred to, and such also was
the opinion of other hon. gentlemen
with whom he had conversed. There
was nothing like a hostile feeling to-
wards the proposal--quite the con-
trary. ie agreed with the Premier in
thinking that it would be improper for
him to enter into a free discussion of
this matter, because as there were
strong reasons for obtaining the line.
there might also be strong reasons
against it. Every argument which the
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Premier could bring forward in favour
of the scheme might be used against
1im by the railway company when he
endeavoured to negotiate witb them.
.He did not think it desirable that any-
thing should be done which would in-
terfere with the snccessful carrying
through of an arrangement with the
türand Trunk Railway. The bon. Pre-
mier must recolleet that the objection
taken to the course he was pursuing
did not come from the Opposition side,
but from the bon. member for Cha-
teauguay. There was no desire on
their part to obstruct the arrangement,
and hon. gentlemen from the Maritime
Provinces, instead of expressing them-
selves as being hostile to it had re-
marked that it was absolutely essen-
tial that the acquisition should be made
for the safe working of the Intercolo-
nial rond. The belief was that if the
Government were not hampered, the
Premier would be able to make a bot-
ter arrangement than otherwise during
the recess, subject, of course, to the
approval of the House next Session.

Mi. HOLTON said he thought the
First Minister had acted wisely in
withdrawing bis motion. By doing so
his hand would not be exposed, and
if the Government thought the
public interest would be best served
by obtaining possession of this road, it
would be their duty to submit a pro-
position of that kind to the House. It
seemed to hi m that if the House had
now affirmed, that it was neces-
sary or expedient to acquire this
road, the advantage would be all on
the side of the parties with whom the
Government would have to negotiate.
These parties would be in a position to
say: " The Parliament of Canada says,
it wants this road ; it cannot get on
without it, or make its own lines pro-
ductive or useful in any other way,
ergo we will take advantage of the
position and obtain all we can." He
thought the logical effect of offering
this motion, by his bon. friend the
First Minister, was simply to give
noîite to the House that if roasonable
propositions were submitted to him
during the recess, he would enter into
negotiations subject to the approval of
Parliament.

Motion, witllrawn.

NORTHERN RAILWAY FIRST MORTGAGE
BON OS.

NOTICE OF MOTION.

MR. CARTWRIGHT moved that the
House resolve itself into Committee of
the Whole on Tuesday to consider the
following resolution:

" Tbat it is expedient that the Governument
be autborized to subscril e the sum of £15,00)
sterling first mortgage bonds of the Northern
Railway Company of Canada, at the rate of
ninety per cent., in satisfaction of the sum of
£13,500 sterling, being balance remaining duq
by the said cumpany to the Dominion of
Canada."

He said the nature of the transaction
vas as follows: The House would
remember that last year they agreed to
accept for certain third mortgage
bonds of the Company, amounting to
£50,000 accumulating interest, the sum
of £45,000 sterling, or thereabouts, and
also a further sum of as nearly as
might be £6,000, in liquidation of
claims against the company, making a
total of £51,000. This sum, together
with a large amount in first mortgage
bonds and certain other claims, was to
be raised by issuing first mortgage
bonds of the company, intended to be
issued in London. Owing to the
state of the money market, the con-
pany were unable to negociate these
bonds as they intended, in the ordinary
way, and, after considerable delay, the
second bondholders, of whom the Gov-
ernment formed part, agreed partially
voluntarily and partially by assess-
ment, to raise this sum. They applied
to the Government of Canada in its
capacity of second bondholders to the
amount of £50,000, to allow an assess-
ment to be made on them for a certain
part of the amount, and, after some
negotiations, the Government now
recommended Parliament to subscribe
£15,000 in lieu of the sum of £13,500,
the balance remaining due. Techni.
cally, this would be that Parliament
agreed to accept £38,000 plus £15,000
on stock at 90, on first mortgage
bonds,in liquidation of their claim of
£51,000, or thereabouts. It appeared
to him that, under the circumstances,
and looking at the fact that agood many
of the second bondholders were volun-
tarily raising large sums, it would not
be well for Parliament to throw cold
water on the transaction; besides

Mortgage Bonds. 2005
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which, the first mortgage bonds were
an undoubted security, and the rate of
interest which they would pay, 5J per
cent., would make it a very tolerable
investment as things were going.

MR. BLAKE: I understand, then,
that we have received the cash for ail
but £13,000, for which we are to
receive £15,000 first mortgage bonds.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: That is the
exact position. They have paid over
the £38,000, and this is th- balance.

MR. BOWELL: Why was the bal-
ance not paid also ?

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: Technically,
they proposed to do so. The reason
they did not was the very considerable
difficulties, owing to the condition of
the money market, which were ex-
perienced in floating the first mortgage
bonds. In order to obviate this, a
number of the second bondholders vol-
unteered to become purchasers of those
bonds; but I may add that a number
refused to consent to this if the Gov-
ernment of Canada did not subscribe.
I think, uider the circuîmstances, and
considering that we have got nearly
£40,000 in cash out of the affair, and a
good security, that it is a reasonable
investment to make.

Motion agreed to.

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION ESTATES BILL.
[BILL No. 44.]

( Mr. Mills.)

THIRD READING.

Bill reconsidered in Committee,
anended, reported, read the third time,
and passed on a division.

AUDITING OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS BILL.
[BILL No. 53.]

(Mr. Cartwright.)

THIRD READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
on said Bill.

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resuned.
Bill reported.
Amendment read the first and second

times and concurred in.
Bill read the third time and passed.

MR. CARTWRIGHT.

DUTY ON MALT BILL.
[BILL No. 6t.J

(Mr. Laurier.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.
MR. LAURIER said he would sim-

ply call the attention of the House to
the provisions made in this Bill, to
secure the collection of the excise duty
on imported malt. It was provided
that as soon as malt was imported it
should be at once warehoused in bond,
and that when it was takenî out of
bond the same excise duty should be
paid on it as was paid on malt made
in Canada. He moved the second
reading of the Bill.

Bill read the second tinie.
MR. LAURIER moved that the

House go into Committee on this
Bill.

MR. BOWELL: If any objection
be taken to this proceeding, can it
proceed ?

MR. SPEAKER: I am not prepared
to say that.

MR. BOWELL said he merely
wished to understand precisely the
rule on this point, and not to take any
such objection.

MR. SPEAKER: Our rule prohibits
the reading of a Bill twice on the
same day.

MR. BOWELL: Or the taking of
two stages.

Ma. SPEAKER: No. It says that
two stages may be taken.

MR. MACKENZIE: A Bill may be
advanced two or more stages in one
day.

MR. BOWELL: It may be read
three times in one day.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Il
case of urgency.

MR. SPEAKER said that the
very frequent practice of the
House had been to go into
Committee of the Whole immedia-
tely after the second reading, where it
was desirable to carry a Bill througli
rapidly, and to this practice no objec-
tion had been taken, so far as he was.
aware.
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Ma. HOLTON said that this was
especially the case with regard to
Bills like this, which originated in
Committee of the Whole, and were
founded on resolutions. Of course he
could readily understand that, with re-
gard to a Bill of an important character,
and containing a great many clauses not
originated in Committee, it might be
considered objectionable to go into
Committee at once ; and, although he
did not think that the rules of the
House could be invoked against it,
this might then be claimed to be aun
inconvenient practice. le thought
that only one reading could be taken
in any one day.

MR. SPEAKER: I think that bas
always been the rule, and I consider it
the correct rule; but, if a measure for
the appropriation of public moneys or
the imposition of taxes were under
consideration, I should certainly sug-
gest to the hon. Minister in charge of
it that it ought not to proceed more
than one stage each day.

MR. BOWELL said his impression
had been that, in the past, when objec-
tion had been taken to any two stages
being proceeded with in one day, it
had been sustained by the Chair; and,
for the obvious reason that every pos.
sible opportunity should be given to
object to or discuse any measure before
the flouse, whether important or
otherwise. Rule 43 stated that every
Bill should receive the three readings
on three different days, though on ur-
gent or extraordinary occasions, a Bill
might be read twice or thrice or
advanced two or more stages in one
day. This was permissive; and, if it
meant anything, it simply meant per-
mission to do that which othervise
could not be done.

Ma. HOLTON : No doubt two read-
ings can only be taken the same day
by unanimous consent.

Ma. BOWELL said that the only
natter in dispute referred to two

stages being taken in the day. To
read a Bill a second time, and then to
go into Committee were certainly two
stages; but if this were ruled by the
Chair, to be only one reading, this
was an end to the matter.

Ma. BLAKE said that there was no
express statement in the rule that each
stage should be proceeded with on a
separate day. Of course, the rule was
not very weil written, but he con-
sidered that the rule permitted that to
be done which was proposed.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said that May
stated that a Bill might be recommitted
as often as the H1ouse thought fit to do
so; the report could be received at
once, and the Bill, as amendod, should
be ordered to be taken into considera-
tion on a future day. le now reforrod
to the action taken concerning the pre-
vious Bill, and ho held that the amend-
ments should have been considered on
a future day.

Ma. SPEAKER: The authority is a
little too late. The amendments bad
all been passed, and the question was
on the third reading when the hon,
member raised the objection.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK: I beg your
.Honour's pardon; I said " to-morrow."

Ma. SPEAKER: On the third read-
ing.

MR. KIRKPATRICK: I did so on
both occasions.

Ma. SPEAKER: When a Bill cornes
out of Committec, it is open tu any
hon. member to take that objection.
The hon. member took the objection
on the third reading, but the authority
cited did not apply to the other
reading, though it did to the other
stage.

Ma. BLAKE: And even thon
the House bas the power to
consider the amendments at once.

MR. SPEAKER: Of course.

MR. BOWELL said that it was then
quite clear that the minority had no
protection under these rules of the
House, as the majority could at any
time declare any motion to be urgent
and extraordinary. Any objection
taken by a member of the minority
would have no effect if the majority
thought proper to overrule it, and, no
doubt, they would do so, if the ma-
jority was such a one as they had at-
present.

Ma. BLAKE said he thought that
this was a very objectionable observa
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tion, and one that was not justified by
anything that bad taken place during
the past five Sessions, when Ministers
had continually yieided when it was
proposed to defer discussion until a
later day, if there was any objection
taken. He thought that at present it
was extremely convenient, at this late
stage of the Session, (o proceed more
rapidly, in order to send bills up to the
other brarnch of the Legislature, which,
of course, was now the object of the
Government.

MR. BOWELL: I am very glad that
the hon. member for South Bruce bas
taken the Government under his wing.
No doubt, they will now get on botter.

MR. BLAKE: I only repudiate the
allusion made by the hon. member to
the majority.

MR. BOWELL: That does not
change the fact.

House resolved itself into Committee
on said Bill.

Bill ordered to be reported.
fHouse resumed.
Bill reported.

ADDRESS TO THE GOVERYOR GENE RAL.

Ma. SPEAKER reported that a
Message had been received from the
Sonate, acquainting that Hlouse that
they have agreed to the Address to
Ris Excellency the Governor-General,
expressing the deep feeling of the
regret of that House at his approach-
ing departure from Canada.

MR. MACKENZIE moved:
That the said Joint Address be presented

on the part of this House by such menbers
as are of the Honorable the Privy Couiicil.

Motion agreed to.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT BILL
-[BILL No. 14.]

[Mr. Laflamme 3
CONSIDERED IN COMXITTEE.

MR. LAFLAMME moved that the
Bill be recommitted to a Committee of'
the Whole, with an instruction that
they have power to amend the same by
substituting the following for the first
sub-section of ihe tir.t section thereof:

.MR. BLAKE.

(a) No person accepting or holding any
office, commission or employment, perma-
nent or temporary in the service of the Gov-
ernment of Canada, at the nomination of the
Crown, or at the nomination of any of the
offcers of the Government of Canada to
which any salary, fee, wages, allowance or
emolument or profit of any kind is attached.

(b) No person entitled to any superannua-
tion or retiring allowance from the Govern-
ment of Canada.

(c) No Sheriff, Registrar ol Deeds, Clerk of
the Peace, or County Crown Attorney in any
of the Provinces of Canada, shall be eligibfe
as a member of the House of Comnions, nor
shall lie sit or vote therein.

Motion agreed to.

(In the Committee.)

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he very much regretted that the hon.
Minister of Justice lad not thrown out
the clause rendering ineligible men in
receipt of Government pensions. The
only argument that had been brought
forward in its favour was, that these
officers who had been superanruated
night be called upon to perform some
Government service. There was not a
single instance where an officer had
been called upon to do service after bis
superannuation; therefore, why should
they not consider it as not in the Act.
In England a special Act of Parliament
had been passed to remove all doubts
with regard to men receiving Govern-
ment pensions being eligible.

Ma. IRVING said that in respect to
the law of England, the Act referred to
by the hon. member for Kingston did
not refer to all pensions.

MR. BLAKE said they were only
considering certain amendments now,
and this discussion would more pro-
perly come upon the third reading.

Bill, as amended, ordered to be
reported.

House resuned.

Bill reported.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

(COMMONS.] Business.
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After Recess.

CANADA PACIPIC RAILWAY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.-BILL No. 52.]

(1fr. Taschereau.)

THIRD READING.

Order for consideration of amend-
ments made in Committee on said Bill
read.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the amend-
ment simply rendered it obligatory to
have any lease sanctioned by the
Hlouse-

MR. LANGEVIN said this BdI met
one of the objections made the other
day, but it did not meet the other ob-
jection, that the Government asked
leave to make ai-rangements with a
company which had no direct connec-
tion with L-ke Superior.

MR. MACKENZIE : That is discus-
sing a thing not before the Hlouse.
There is no company mentioned bere.
The Ilouse will pass upon that when
it will be brought down. We are
simply asking authority to make an
air-angement to submit to the House.

3IR. LANGEVIN said, if this Bill
were not passed, the Government could
still inake an arrangement with that
or any company, subject to the appro-
val of Parliament.

MR. MACKENZIE : The law offi-
eers say not.

MR. LANGEVIN said the hon. gen-
tleman must have misunderstood the
law officers. or he must have asked the
question in another shape, namely :
whether an agreement made by the
Govern ment with such company would
le binding before being ratified by
Parliament. But the Government
oOuld enter into negotiations with any
(ompany, and draw up the ternis of
agreement to be submitted to Parlia-
Imnent. If the Government had not
that right, they would not exist at al ;
they would have no power whatever.

Amendments concurred in.

Bill read the third tine and passed.
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BROCKVILLE AND OTTAWA AND CAN-
ADA CENTRAL RAILWAY AMiL-

GAMATIONBILL.

[BILL No. 9.]

(Mr. Galbraith.)

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE MEÉNDMENTS.

MR. GALBRAITH moved that the
amendments made by the Senate to the
Bill No. 9, to amend the Acts incorpo-
rating the Brockvillo and Ottawa Rail-
way Company, and the Canada Central
Railway Company, and to provide for
the amalgamation of the said Compa-
nies, be read the first time.

Motion agreed to.

WINDING UP INSOLVENT INSURANCE
COMPA NIES BILL.-[BILL No. 65.]

(Mr. Uartwright.)

CONSIDERED IN COMKITTEE.

Order for the House to resolve itsclf
into Committee on said Bill read.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
that having considered the provisions
of the Bill, it seemed to him that if
passed in its present shape, it would
cause very serious losses to cr editors of
irisolvent insurance companies. If he
understood the provisions of the Bill
aright, it was intended to facilitate the
winding up of the affairs of insurance
companies, so that the assets of those
companies might be more speedily dis-
tributed to the creditors than was pos-
sible under the present system. He
found that in the 12th clause it was
provided that:-

"Holders of policies or contracts for in-
surance on which no loss has accrued shall
be entitled to claim as creditors for any loss
which may accrue during the continuance
of the risàk within six-mronths after the issue
of the writ of attach ment, or the making of
the assignment; and in case no such loss
accrues, for a part of the premiun paid pro-
portionate to the period of their policies or
contracts respectively unexpired at the end
of the said period of six nonths; and such
claims shall rank with judgments obtained
and clains accrued in the distribution of
the assels : Provided always, that whenever
the company, or the holder of the policy or
contract of insurance, exercises any right
which it or lie may have to cancel the pohicy
or contract, the holder of the policy or con.
tract shall be entitled to claim as a creditor
for the sum which, under the ternis of the
policy or contract is due to him upou such
cancellation "
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Now, while that clause provided very
effectually for the class of creditors
who might claim as having sustained
losses under the terms oftheir policies,
he thought it did not provide suffici-
ently for the claims of those policy
holders, who might choose on the in-
solvency of a company to reinsure
with other companies; and he submitted
that, in passing a bill of this kind, it
was necessary to provide for the inter-
ests of that class of creditors. He
would call the attention of the hon.
the Minister of Finance to the case of a
local company which becameinsolvent
during the past summer-he referred
to the Provincial Insurance Company.
That company, on the 27th June,
issued a circular to their agents in
which he found the following para-
graph:

"It is with deep regret I have to inform
you that the great fire at St. John will cause
the suspension of this company. We thiuk it
would be your duty to inforn all your cus-
tomers of the position of atfairs at the earliest
possible moment. We hope to be able to
pay a respectable dividend to all creditors
but there may be many policy holders who
miay desire to protect thenselves fully by
insuring afresh in some other company."

Now, it was within his knowledge
that some of these policy holders, in
order to protect themselves, did insure
in other companies, and it was
held by the Provincial Insur-
ance Company that the fact
of their having donc so cancelled their
policies and they were precluded from
participating in the division of the
assets of that company. He desired
that soine amendment should be intro-
duced whereby the holders of policies
in insolvent companies, should be free
to insure in other companies from the
time that the insolvency was made
nanifest, and be entitled to claim for

the amount of their premiums from
the tine such re-insurance was effected
until the expiration of the policy. He
found in the third clause it vas pro-
vided that:

"No application for a writ of attachnent
and no assignment of the estate shall be
made until after the company has, whether
before or since the passing of this Aet, be-
come insolvent by failure to pay any undis-
puted claim arising, or loss insured againet,
for the space of slXty days alter being due

3R. WITE.

and payable, or, if disputed, after final judg-
ment and tender of a valid legal discharge,
and, in either case, if the company be
licensed under the Acte respecting insur.
ance, after notice served on the Miister of
Finance, as provided by the l6th section of
an Act respecting insurance, passed in the
thirty-eighth year of Her Majesty's Reign,
and chaptered twenty."

Now a case of this kind might arise:
it might be manifest to every person
that a company was insolvent, and
the policy-holders might doem it ne-
cessary in their own interests to re-
insure. If that was done, the parties
so insuring would not, if he understood
this Bill aright, be entitled to partici-
pate in the division of the assets of the
company when placed in the hands of
a receiver or assignee; and he thought,
therefore. that the clause should also
be amended so as to provide that
policy-holders should be entitled
to claim for their premiums
from the time they might have
insured in other companies, provided
that roinsurance should not begin
more than two months previous to the
issue of the writ of attachment
against the insolvent company.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: Has the hon.
gentleman prepared any clause carry-
ing out his views.

MR. WHITE said he would suggest
that the following be substituted:

"From the time the said policy-holder shall
have reinsured, provided that if the said
reinsurance shall have been effected more than
two months previous to the issue of a writ of
attachment, he shall not be entitled to claim
unless with the consent of the company."

House resolved itself into Committee
on said Bill.

(In the Committee)

On the 12th clause.

Mi. BLAIN said he would suggest
that the Judge should have the power
to extend the time beyond for 1, 2, 3,
4, 5, or 6 months beyond the six
months of application it was thought
desirable. It had been stated by
parties who knew exactly how this
company was situated, that, if it were
permitted to go on and wind up its
business,10 cents on the dollar would be
paid; but if it had to stop short, the
company would probably be hopelesslY
insolveut.
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MR. CARTWRIGHT said that with
the 60 days given, under the existing
Statute and the further period of six
months, there was not mach ground
for asking for further delay. All
things considered, he thought it would
be neither safe nor prudent to extend
the time.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
be thought that the claims of parties
who sustained loss at the time a com-
pany became insolvent, or continuing
its risks, caused thom to sustain loss
afterwards, should be fully provided
for. Policy-holders who deemed it pru-
dent to reinsure in other companies,
on the fact becoming known that the
company in which they had insured
was insolvent, should be allowed to
enter their claims on the unearned
premiums, and these claims should be
collected with those of the parties who
had sustained loss. A case in point
had occurred: a company becoming
insolvent gave notice of this fact to
their policy-holders, and when those
had icinsured presented their claims
on the unearned premiums, they were
told that because they had reinsured
their policies were cancelled, and hav-
ing done so without the consent of the
company, they were not at all entitled
to be considered in the distribution of
the asseLs. He would propose an
amendment in the sonso he suggested,
providing however, that where rein.
surance were effected more than two
months before the issue of the writ of
attachment no claims on the unearned
premiums should be valid without the
consent of the company which issued
the policy; consequently persons who
reinsured within these two months
would be entitled to enter such claims
from the time they had reinsured.

MR. BLAKE said that the sugges-
gestion offered only showed what a de-
gree of embarrassment was connected
with the treatment of this question.
There was some merit in, and argument
for both propositions, but ho thought
that on reflection the difficulties in the
waY were almost, if not quite,
]tisuperable. The suggestion of' the
hon. Inember for North Renfrew would
interfere with contracts entered into
between the policy-holders and these
conpanies, which would be always

exposed to the risk of reinsurance,
which would void these contracts, etc.
He considered that the Bill was fair
enough for both the policy-holders and
the companies. He thought that it
would be botter for insolvent policy-
holders who reinsured to suffer the
insignificant loss which this would
occasion, than to attempt to change
the contract between them and the
companies.

Ma. WIIITE said he submitted that
if a writ of attachment was issued
within two months from the time of
reinsurance, such policy-holder was
entitled to enter a claim on the un-
earnod premiums to as great a degree
as a person who might have sustained
loss in this connection.

MR. DAVIES said he thought that
the suggestion of the lion. member for
North Renfrow was a good one.

MR. BLAIN said that it was shown
beforo the Committee on Banking and
Commerce, that the company whose
case was under consideration, made a
condition that it might put an end to
the policy at any time and roturn a
proportionate premium, or put an end
to the policy and demand back a pro-
portionate part of the premium paid.
He held that the rights of policy-
holders should be allowed to remain as
they were whon the policy was issued.
The combined operations of sections
12 and 14 would make it necessary
that all these policies should come to
an end at any time within six months.
He thought it was reasonablo and
desirable that the time should be
extended, as the Bill at present simply
and entirely tied up the hands of the
company. He would suggest that, in
a proviso, the time should bo extended
to six months.

Ma. WHITE (North Rentrew) said
that as to a provision that policy-
holders should have the right to return
thoir policies to be cancelled, and
should then be entitled to receive back
a certain portion of the premiums they
had paid, lie ventured tosay thore was
no other insurance company that
made a provision of that kind, and
this Bill was not intended to apply to
the Agricultural Insurance Company,
but to all the insurance companies in

Companies Bill. 2011
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the country. But he did say that
on a company proving insolvent, the
policy-holder was entitled to be
looked upon as a creditor, just as much
es one who had sustained a loss.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said that the
)olicy-holders, finding the company
ecoming insolvent, and knowing

there would be a loss of time in col-
lecting their insurance, went and in-
sured in another company. That act
.cancelled their policy,and they had no
claim. But they should have a claim,
because what forced them to insure in
another company was the insolvency
-of the company in which they were
insured.

MF. BLAKE said the contract be-
tween the insured and the company
Made a further insurance on the part of
the former with the consent of the com-
pany, void the whole contract. When
the hon. gentleman said they were to
make another bargain for the insured,
although he had already a bargain
that if he again insured without
their consent, his contract should bu
void.

Ma. BOWELL said such a stipula-
tion on the part of the company was,
no doubt, necessary, because, without
i t, a man would insure his property for
double or treble what it was worth.
But, surely, in cases where the com-
pany became insolvent, the insured
should have some claim upon the non-
earned premium he had paid in. He
would gixe an instance: The Provin-
cial Insurance Company, after the fire
at St. John, sent out a circular
from the head office to their varions
agents announcing the suspension of
the company. Acting upon that, many
parties reinsured in other companies,but
when they made their claim against the
'company for unearned premium, they
were told that they had insured
without consent of the company, and,
therefore voided the contract. He
fully agreed that when notice had
been given of the insolvency of a
-ompany, the policy-holders should be
'enabled to claim, notwithstanding that
they had re-insured.

MR. HKIRKPATRICK said ho would
suggest a few words to follow the 12th
clause: "Provided, also, that the

MR. WIlITE.

policy-holders are re-insured after the
issue of the writ of attachment, shall
be entitled to claim as creditor upon
the unpaid premium, notwithstanding
any condition rendering the policy
voided on the occasion of re-insairiney
with consent."

MR. BLAKE said he would recom-
mend his hon. friend the Minister of
Justice to take this into consideration
before the next stage of the measure.

MR. WHITE said the 15th section
was somewhat objectionable in provid-
ing that assignees should bu entitled to
re-insure in any other company they
might choose.

MR. BLAKE said : lst, the majority
of creditors had to agree, and prem-
ium holders had a right to vote,
though, of course, the majority would
not; 2nd, the Judge had to consider
the matter; 3rd, the discussion as to
reinsurance was limited te companies
certified by the superinterdent to be of
good standing.

Mu. KERR said the 15th section
was objectionable in not giving the
companies the option of repaying the
unearned premium for reinsuring in
other companies. The pohicy-holders
could net expect te be placed in any
butter position than that for which they
orignally contracted. In nine cases
out of ten policy-holders would prefer
to demand a return of the unearned
premium rather than allow the com-
pany to reinsure in other offices, even
though these offices were approved by
the Superintendent of Insurance. le
quite understood in many instances it
would be much more advantageous to
the company to reinsure in other
offices than to refund the unearned pre-
mium; but, according to the provisiOns
of this 15th clause, that option was
taken entirely from the company or
assignee and was placed wholly with
the creditors, which gave them advan.
tages they did net originally possess,
for by reinsuring in companies of good
standing they would, in almost every
case, save money. Suppose a risk were
taken for three years at a premiulm of
$9. Out of that there would be the
agent's commission and expenses, and
although the holder paid $9, tlhe not
premium to the company would
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amount to about $4.60. Suppose one
year had elapsed, the policyholder
would claim two-thirds of his premium,
or $6; or, in other words, the company
would have to pay $1.40 more than
they realized from the risk. The Gov-
ernment should reconsider this matter,
and leave it optional with tho com-
panies to reinsure or not, and if they
did not exorcise this option after the
expiration of six months, then* the
policyholders could claim to rank as
creditors for the unearned portion of
the premium.

Mit. BLAKE said under the contract
the assured made withthe cbmpany the
company had no right to transfer its
liability to another company. In case
the company became insolvent, it
was proposed that it should have the
right to transfer the pclicy to another
company with the consent of the as-
sured. To give the company the
power to force the assurers to take up
any arrangement with another com-
pany, seemed to him to be unreasona-
ble.

Bill ordered Io be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.

THE QUEBEC CRISIS.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order to resume the adjourned
Debate on Mr. Cartwright's proposed
motion, " That Mr. Speaker do now
leave the Chair, for the House to go
again into Committee of Supply,"-and
of Sir John A. Macdonald's motion in
amendment thereto:-" That Mr.
Speaker do not now leave the Chair,
but that it be Resolved, that the recent
dismissal by the Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province of Quebee of his Min-
istry, was under the circumstances un-
Wise, and subversive of the position
accorded to the advisers of the Crown,
sinee the concession of the principle of
responsible Government to the British
North American Colonies,"-read.

Ma. MITCHELL said he had listen-
ed With great attenton to the debates
which had taken place in relation to
this 'natter, especially to the admirable
Political and constitutional speech of
the right hon. the member for Kings-

ton, replete, as it was, with informa-
tion connected with the history of the
past, and filled with the records of the
decisions upon which the Constitution
of our country was founded ; but, he
must say, he listened with disappoint-
ment to the statement made ;n reply
by the hon. the Premier. One would
have expected that on this the first oc-
casion upon which a strain had been
put on our Constitution, a reply from
the First Minister to the admirable
speech of the right hon. member for
Kingston, the authorities produc-
ed, the statements made, the allega-
tions put forward, the reasons given,
would have been met in a manly
straightforward way by the hon. the
Premier, or by those hon. gentlemen
who so ably supported him when occa-
sion required. Butwhat was the fact ?
There was no such manly statement
made, no such answer givon to the
constitutional objections raised, no.
such quotations of authorities made as
would meet the case put by the right
bon. mover of the resolution. The
reply of the hon. the Premier was, to.
his mind, an evasion of the real ques-
tion at issue; ho raised false issues,
spoke of events which occurred in
Canada which had no bearing on the
subject, of questions in which the peo-
ple of the Maritime Provinces had no,
interest. What was the question to
be considered ? The question was,
had the conduct of the Lieutenant-
Governor of Quebec been constitu-
tional and right, or had it been of a
character to iead to the subversion of'
the constitution and to anarchy and
confusion. To bis mind, the course
pursued by Mr. Letellier de St. Just
had been one, which, if sustained by
the vote of this House-and he very
much feared from the course pursued
by bon. gentlemen opposite, that it
would-would lead to anarchy and con-
fusion. He had expected, from the
proposition made by the right hon.
member for Kingston, that this mat-
ter would be considered irrespective of
party politices, with that calm consid-
eration which ought to be brought to
bear on questions concerning the
future of our country. Bie had fbund,
on the contrary, an attempt made to
stifle the debate, to prevent the free
expression of public opinion, to avoid
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meeting the issue and say whether
Mr. Letellier was right or wrong.
The Government and its supporters sat
in silence and called for a vote with-
out discussion, in order to percipitate
a vote on the country and obtain a
snap verdict; ho would not say for
what purpose, but he would tell the
result. If the decision which hon.
gentlemen opposite expected, were ar-
rived at, the result would be that every
Lieutenant-Governor in any of the
Provinces, would find that he had been
created, by a vote of this House, a
despot, not bound by constitutional
rules and principles. He had expected
that the hon. mem ber for Chateauguay
and the hon. member for South Bruce,
both of whom, ho regretted were
absent to-night, those two gentlemen
who Fo carefully guarded the consti-
tutional rights and privileges of Par-
liament, who were so well able to
speak on questions of this character,
than whom none understood botter
what was right or wrong, in relation to
them, would not have remained silent,
but would have given expression to
their views, as to the constitutionality
or unconstitutionality of this arbitra-
ry act of the Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebec. He was amazed at their
silence. He felt they had abdicated
their functions, they had failed to main-
tain the position they had hitherto occu-
pied as great constitutional authorities,
as arbiters of this country. He re-
gretted they were not here to-night to
answer lis charges. Why had they
remained silent? Because they knew
they could not justify the act, and
because their party proclivities would
not permit them to condemn it.
These were the reasons which, ho
feared, had caused their silence. But
he had hoped these hon. gentlemen
would have been here to answer for
their silence, and to explain it. He
had come to this House as an inde-
pendent representative, one free from.
party politics, who occupied an in-
dependent position, and who had the
courage to express his opinions, and
to warn the people that our Constitu-
tion was now on its trial, in its
earliest stage, and that if party were
allowed to predominate over patriot-
ism, and a party vote were given on
this question, a precedent would be

Ma. MITCHELL.

created which would undermine the
first principles of our Constitution.
If it were permitted that a precedent
should be created, which was not justi-
fied by British constitutional history,
ho trembled for the future of Canada.
He would not consider the reasons
whieh Mr. Letellier had assigned for
dismissing his Ministry, but would
simply relate the facts as he under-
stood them, and refer to some authori-
ties which had been referred, to in bis
absence, by hon. members who, with
himself, had taken part in the case
which had occurred in bis own
Province. The reasons given by Mr.
Letellier for bis action were of a
flimsy character, and unworthy of any
one occupying the position of Lieuten-
ant-Governor. What right had Mr.
Letellier to dictate to his Ministers as
to whether it was judicious to tax the
poople or not? It was the representa-
tives of the people who had the right
to decide on that point; and whileMr.
DeBoucherville possessed a majority in
the Legisiature of Quebec, it was none
of Mr. Letellier's business as to whether
the taxation imposed was large or
small, so long as his responsible
advisers were prepared to assume the
responsibility of the measures they
passed. It had been allcged that there
%N ore precedents for Mr. Letellier's act.
ie would not enter into the constitu-

tional question and endeavour to prove
that such was not the fact, for that had
been done already; but ho would show
by analogy that some of the cases
brought forward in opposition to the
course taken by bon. members on this
side of the House, and in support of
Mr. Letellier, did not apply. Two
precedents had been quoted in connec-
tion with New Brunswick, and with
these ho was perfectly familiar. The
Manners-Sutton case in 1856, and that
of Governor Gordon, had been quoted
as justification for Mr. Letellier. In
the former case, what was known a8
the Maine Liquor Law, had been passOd
in New Brunswick, under the auspicOs
of the Fisher-Tilley Government,
which was supportedy an ample ma-
jority to enable it to carTy on the busi-
ness of that Legislature. Within ten
days after the rising of the Legisla-
ture, the Governor called upon bis
Ministers to re-assemble Parliament,

[COMMONS.] Quebec Crisis.
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for the purpo e of repealing that Act,
which had beon passed. They refused
to do so, and they were not dismissed,
as was said, but they resigned rather
than consent to recall Parliament to
repeal the Act. True, that on an
aippeal to the people all the members
returned, except two, voted for its
repeal. Was ihat a complete justifica-
tion of the Lieutenant-Governor's
act ? Within twenty-four hours after
the Legislature had repealad the
Act, they placed on record a
iesolution declaring want of con-
fidence in the members who had
induced the Governor to dissolve the
Assembly in an unconstitutional man-
ner. He (Mr. Mitchell) had been in-
formed that it had been stated that
the Governor was sustained by the
Colonial Office. But there was a sim-
ple acknowledgment of his statement,
aind Mr. Manners Sutton very shortly
afterwards had to leave the country.
That case presented no analogy to the
DeBoucherville case. In the former
case there were numerous petiticns
presented from all parts of the Pro-
vince asking that the Marine Liquor
Law should be repealed. It was on
these petitions the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor acted, and although he and
others did not sympathize with this
action, but he considered he did a
very high-handed act. On an appeal
to the people his former Gov-
cînment, who resigned, were sustained
by a large majority in the House of
Assembly. In regard to the second
case, which was considered one of
greater importance, the hon. the Min-
ister of Marine and Fisheries was said
to have made certain statements.
le did not know whether it

was a correct report, but for
the purpose of his argument he
would assume it was correct, until it
was disavowed. If the report were
cOlect, it was not a true represen-
tation of the facts as they occurred at
the time. The hon. Minister of Ma-
ine and Fisheries and himself were

seniewhat prominent figures in the
events of 1866, and when the hon.
gentleman undertook to cite the ex-
perience of that year as a precedent
for the action of Mr. Letellier, he
should have told the whole story. He
(Mr. Mitchell) would state the facts.

It was very well known that after the
Quebec Conference, to which he had the
honour of being a delegate, and before
they went down to New Brunswick, it
was decided that they should not dis-
close the terms at which they had ar-
rived, until every orle of the delegates
had explained them to their colleagues
in the respective Governments. When
they, the delegates, returned to New
Brunswick, the Press clamoured for
information, which was not given, their
mouths being closed by the arrange-
ment enterod into at Quebec. The op-
ponents of the Government made use
of that fact to create antagonism and
opposition to the seheme. Party politics
were brought into play,and most violent
attacks were made on those supporting
the Quebec Conference, and belore the
delegates could take the publie into
their confidence, the terms became
known, and that portion of the Press
which was hostile to Confederation
made capital out of the fact that they
had not taken the people into their
confidence. That was the first stone
thrown at Confederation, and the blow
was a pretty severe one. The present
Minister of Marine and Fisheries (Mr.
Smith), who had left the Provincial
Governnent some time before, because
he was opposed to Confederation, took
advantage of what ho saw was the
turning-tide against the Government,
and came out against Confederation,
and an appeal was made to the people
-New Brunswick being the only Pro-
vince in wbich an appeal was made-
to endorse the terms of the Quebec
Conference. The result of the elections
was that the Government returned
with only Il members out of 41, and
the present Minister of Marine and
Fisheries was called upon to form an
Administration hostile to Confedera-
tion. His (ir. Mitchell's) party was,
comparatively speaking, annihilated;
but, when he handed in his resignation,
ho told the Lieutenant-Governor that
before twelve months had passed there
would be such a change of feeling on
the Confederation question, the Min-
istry would scarcely be able to carry
on the Administration. He felt that
the condition placed upon the dele-
gates at the Quebec Conference had
paralyzed their efforts and given to
the Opposition an opportunity to crush
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their action at the outset. He felt,
however, that when the sober second-
thought of the people of New Bruns-
wick considered the question, they
would perceive there were advantages,
as they had found, in entering into a
great Union of the Provinces, and that
before long the tide would turn in
favour of Confederation. The hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
got through one Session, and before ho
reached the second, he found that the
policy of the British Government was
to carry Confederation, and simplify
the system of Government at the
Colonial office, and deal with one Gov-
ernment instead of six. The Provinces,
if united, could, also, more effectually
maintain British power and rule, and
diminish the influence of the United
States on the continent, than if thePro-
vinces were separated. The Imperial
Government, therefore, instructed Gov-
ernor Gordon that it was desirable to
endeavour to bring about Confedera-
t:on, and that the interests of the Em-
pire were involved. When the
Governor returned, after visiting Eng-
land, he sent for the present
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, in-
formed him of the wishes of the British
Government, showed him a despatch
from Mr. Cardwell, instructing him to
use his best efforts to bring about the
Confederation of the British American
Provinces ; and the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Smith), as ho (Mr. Mitchell) was
informed at the time by Governor
Gordon, expressed his approval of the
object that was contained in Mr. Card-
well's despatch, and led Governor
Gordon to believe-as the Governor
informed him-that ho would co-
operate with him and endeavour to in-
fluence his colleagues to bring about
Confederation.

MR. SMITH (Westmoreland): That
is not true.

Mu. MITCHELL said the Ilouse
would have an opportunity of judging
whether it was true or not. The hon.
gentleman, who was Premier of the
New Brunswick Government, wassent
down to Washinglon on the ove of the
repeal of the Reciprocity Treaty,
Messrs. Galt and Howland proceeding
there from the Provinces of Quebee
and Ontario. Vhen ho (Mr. Smith)

Ma. MITCHELL.

returned, ho was informed by th&
LieutenantG-overnor that it was the
wish of the Imperia 1Government that
Confederation should be carried. The
hon. gentleman informed the Gover-
nor, as the correspondence showed,
that ho was very doubtful whether he
could carry the Confederation scheme
or not; ho asked time to consult his
colleagues and friends, and when ho
returned ho informed the Governor
that ho hoped to be able to carry it.
and in the manner pointed out in the
record. What did the hon. gentleman
do ? When the Legislaturo met, he
placed a paragraph in the Speech prom-
ising to carry Confederation, or rather
stating that the wish of the Imperial
Government was that the Provincei
should ho united, and that the suggote
tion would receive respect and atten-
tion. The hon. gentleman was, there-
fore, elected by the people to oppose
Confederation, and yet, as head of the
Government, ho inserted the following
paragraph in the Speech from the
Throne. No. 11 was as follows:-

"The cnrrespondence which bas taken place
between Her Majesty's principal Secretary of
State for the Colonies and the Governor-
General of Canada on the affairs of British
North Anerica, when laid before us will
receive due attention, and tne op'nion ex-
pressed by Her Majesty's Government will
command that respect and attentioh which i3
due to the suggestions emanating from so high
a source; but i any scheme for a Union of
ihe British North American Colon'es whiclh
may be proposed, it is, in tie opinion cf this
House, absolutely essential that fui] protec-
tion sbould be afforded to the rights and
interesta of the people of this Province, and no
measure which fails to obtain these objects
should be adopted."

This paragraph was placed in the
speech of the Minister, who was only
elected a year before, against Con-
federation. It was true that the hon.
gentleman proclaimed that ho was
going to carry Confederation. The
result was that the hon gentleman
led the Governor to believe that ho
was favourable to the carrying of Con-
federation, but that ho required to do
it in his own way; and ho suggested
that ho could get Committees of the
House struck, or a Joint Committee of
both, as, after consultation with lis
Excellency, was thought most dosirable
for the pur-pose of having Parliament
committed to Confederation; but this
the hon. gentleman failed to do. The
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hon. gentleman continued for fortv
days without making an answer to this
Address, and every day he lost his
supporters. The members numbered
29 to 11, in favour of the hon. gentle-
man when ho came in, and whon he
wound np the Session, he had only 22,
out of 41, to sign the protest ho uttered
against Governor Gordon; and the re-
suit of all this was that the Governor
believed that the hon. gentleman was
sincere in bis desire to carry Confeder-
ation, that ho hoped ho would be able
to accomplish it, and that he was
desirous of doing so; but the hon. -gen-
tieman kept his answer back from the
Legislative Couneil of which ho (Mr.
Mitchell) was a member for somcthing
like thirty odd days. They had waited
this time for a reply. The hon. gen-
tleman allowed business to come to a
stop, because ho had not pluck enough
to come down at once and say to his
supporters in the -House that ho had
changed lis views in relation to the
Confederation of the Colonies, and that
he was prepared to submit a measure,
and would ask them to support him in
order to carry it. This was the rea-
son; but the negotiations which lasted
for something like four weeks, between
Ris Excellency and the hon. gentle-
men, led the Governor to doubt the
good faith of the hon. gentleman, and,
tinally, His Excellency found out that
the professions made by the hon. gen-
tleman, as to bis desire to carry out
this scheme, either could not ho ful-
filled, or, if they could be carried out,
that the hon. gentleman was unwilling
to take the risk, and responsibility,
and danger of attempting it. When
this matter was quoted as an authority
and precedent for the unexampled
conduct of Mr. Letellier de St. Just, ho
was amazed that the hon. gentleman
had had the courage to dare to do it.
There was no analogy between it and
this case. le would not say that
the Governor dismissed that Min-
ïstry, for ho did not dismiss
it; but the reason why the Governor
placed thpse gentlemen in the position
they occupied, was this, they led him
at the outset to believe that they could
carry Confederationand that they were
inclined to do it.

IR. GILLMOR: They did not do
any sueh thing.

127

MR. MITCH ELL: The hon. member
from Charlotte says they did not do so,
but I say that they did; and I can
prove it. They led him to believe that
they could carry Confederation.

Ma. GILLMOR : They did not.

Ma. MITCHELL said, that despite
the hon. gentleman's assertion to the
contrary, ho wo,1d prove it. lis hon.
friend from Charlotte might not have
been in the confidence of the thon
Premier; but ho would piove by the
statements contained in this book and
the records, that this Ministry led the
Governor to believo that they would
carry Confederation and they kept lis
Excellency in that belief during the
sitting of the House for nearly 40 days,
when no business could ho done. They
were afraid to pass the Address and a
vote of want of confidence was then
pending in the louse in which a year
before the hon. gentleman had a sup-
port of something like 29 to 11 or 30
to 11; and after failing to carry this
Address-and to this hour that Address
had nover been answered, -the Logis-
lative Council passed an answer to the
Address. When the Governor found
himself in this position, ho felt compel-
led to reply and give the answer which
ho did give to this Address. The hon.
gentleman objected to undertaking
the responsibility of this answer, not-
withstanding the fact that the hon.
gentleman had led the Governor to
believe that ho would do so, the hon.
gentleman refused to take this respon-
sibility and the consequence was that
the Governor said:-" Well, you have
either got to do that or you have got
to take the other course; yon have led
me to believe that you would carry
out Confederation; you have read the
despatches which I have sont you, and
you have read my statements as to the
wishes of Her Majesty's Government;
you have encouraged me to hope that
you would carry Confederation, and
carry it out in your own way; but you
have failed to do that, and now, when
the Legislative Council has passed an
Address in response to that paragraph
in your speech, you turn round and tell
me you will not take the responsibility
of the reply I make, though it will be
meeting the wishes of Her Majesty in
endeavouring to carry out the Confed-
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eration policy which you endorsed."
This was the cause of the hon. gentle-
man's resignation; and there
was no analogy whatever be-
tween this case and the case of
Mr. Letellier de St. Just. The hon.
gentleman knew, and lis Excellency
knew, that in their repeated conversa-
tions they had agreed to carry Confed-
eration, and to do so in their own way,
but they had agreed to carry out this
policy, and he (Mr. Mitchell) had aided
them to do it. He had aided them in
this relation; and when he found that
bis hon. friend did not get up in the
House and boldly proclaim his position,
and what his intentions were, he feIt
the great danger in which the bon.
gentleman stood, either because of lis
insinceority, or because of his inability
to carry out the propositions which
had been agreed upon between His
Excellency and himself (Mr. Smith.)
XWhen it was pretended that Mr. Letel-
lier was justified by this action of Gov-
ernor Gordon in the course he had pur-
sued, he (Mr.Mitchell) was bound to say
that there was no analogy whatever
between these two cases. In the ono
case Mr. Gordon did not ask for the
resignation of his Ministers, or they
voluntarily sent them in; and for
what? Because they were unable to
carry out what they had encouraged
His Excellency to believe that they
could obtain, or because they were un-
willing to carry out this policy, finding
that it was going to place them in a
position of embarasment in the
country. In this other case, the case
of Mr. Letellier, what did they find ?
That Mr. Letellier de St. Just, with a
Government which had a majority of
from 18 to 20 in Parliament which was
able to carry on all its measures,
which had the confidence of the coun-
try, which had no embarassment in
the Upper House, which was in per-
fect accord with the Legislative Coun-
cil, and which had no difficulties
whatever, except that Mr. Letellier de
St. Just thought that it was desirable
to get rid of them-had taken this
action; and he made the pretext, the
flimsy pretext, stated in these papers,
the ground for his having forced thera
to resign, or rather for dismissing
them; while, in the other case, Mr.
Gordon was compelled so to act by his

Ma, MITCHLL.

instructions from the Imperial Goverr.
ment. The fact was that it was an
Imperial concern in the case of the
New Brunswick embroglio, and of the
bon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries. His Excellency was coin-
pelled by regard for the Imperial in-
terests, which ho was representing, to
pursue the course which he did ; and,
therefore, there was some justification
even for dismissing those gentlemen,
because His Excellency was dealing
with a question in which Imperial in-
terests were concerned. But the other
case had no connection whatever with
Imperial interests. It was a pure
question of domestie poliey, and a pure
f amily quarrel; and there was a desire,
le took it, on the part of Mr. Letellier
de St. Just, to get possession for bis
political friends of the adminis-
tration in the Province of
Quebec, for the purpose, also, of
controlling the Dominion elections
when they came round. This, after all
was really the case in point. As the
correctness of his statement had been
impugned in relation to this matter,
he would show the House what the
Lieut..Governor said on the subject.

Ma. SMITH : You ought to read the
whole of it.

Ma. MITCHELL said he would cer-
tainly do so if the hon. gentleman
desired it; but he would rather read
what he considered necessary, and
thon the hon. gentleman could read
the rest. He would quote as fol-
lows:-

" Memorandum qf Conversation between Iis
ExceUency and Mr. Smith:

"'On Saturday, the 7tb instant, about 1l
o'clock, a.m., I called at Government lIouse,
and had an interview with His Excellency,
and, in the course of conversation, the pro-
ceedings of the Legislative Council were
referred to, when I spoke in terns of disap-
proval of the course which they had adopted
in reference to the subject of Union. Some-
thing was said about the presentation of the
address, and His Excellency's reply theretO,
when lie asked me what answer I would
advise? I replied that, in My opinion, the
answer to be given should simply be that he
would transmit it to Her Majesty. His Er
cellency said 'he would think of it, and Pee
me agan. He did not state thatle utended
to receive them that day, and I had not the
most distant idea that h. intended to do 0-
I then parted with him.
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" A few minutes before three o'clock of the
ýafternoon of the saine day, in iny place in
the fHouse of Assenbly, I received a note
Irom him, saymg that Le wished to see me
at once. I immediately repaired to Govern-
-ment House, and atter a short conversation
with him upon other matters, lie informed
nie that he was going to receive the Legisla-
tive Council, with their address, at three
o'clock. 1 expressed my surprise at this,
and eniquired what answer he intended to
make. He then hanided me a paper vhicI
contained his proposed disapproval of it, and
complained that he had not advised with his
Council before preparing it; that as they
were responsible for it, they should, at least,
be consulted before it was given. He re-
narked that if they did not approve of it

they could relieve themselves of responsi-
bility. I replied, even if that were true, was
it courteous and fair that the Council should
be treated in that way ; that what thev asked
trom Ris Excellency was fair play, not as a
tavour, but as a matter of right. He then
proposed that I should drive down to the

ouse of Assembly and see my colleagues,
and return in half an hour, and he would
keep the Legislative Council (who, in the
meantime, had arrived at Government House)
waiting until I returned. I said I could not
do this, that the debate on the Vote of Want
of Confidence was going on, and that they
would not leave the House, and besides they
could not possibly consider so important a
question in a few minutes. His Excellency
then proposed to send one of the carriages
that were standing at the door for them. I
tihen stated they could not leave the House.
He replied, ' Isuppose not.' I further stated
that it was unfair and ungenerous, and not
such treatment as the Council had a right to
expect, to be called upon in this sudden and
fxtraordinary way in a matter so important.
I expressed my condemnation of the courae
adopted by the Legislative Council, and
urged the im propriety of their praying ler
Majesty the Queen to cause a law of the
"nperial Parliament to be passed, giving
effect to a scheme of Union which
both the people and the House of Asseinbly
nad rejected by overwhelming majorities,
and that I never would consent to any ad-
dress which authorized the Imperial Gov-
ernment to pass au Act for Union without
reference to the people. I thoughit His
Excellency seemed disposed to yield the
Point and strike out the last paragraph of
the answer, which I considered very objec-
tIonable. He then asked me to excuse him,
and left the room to consult, as I thought at
the time, and from information received since
I am confirmed in ,that opinion, a gentleman
of the Opposition and a member of the Legis.
lative Council, who was in the House at the
time. He returned in a few minutes, and
after some conversation similar to that
already detailed, told me that he would
deliver the answer as it was, and sent me a
copy in the evening. I remonstrated against
euch conduct, but concluded by saying, that

i 7

if lie had resolved upon that course, it
was in vain to protract the interview. I then
left him.

" (Signed) A. J. SMITH.

There was the letter from the Gover-
nor to Mr. Smith after he had under-
stood from Mr. Smith that he was in
favour of coming into the Union. le
vould further quote as follows:-

"R is Excellency considering that the
speedy accomplishnent of a neasure of
Union was now a matter of alinost absolute
certainty, addressed to Mr. Smithý,on the 7th
of March, a letter, of which the followinig is
an extract:-

"' I have been much gratified, though not
surprised, to find that you are disposed to
approach the question of Union, as it now
presents itself, in a large and statesmanlike
spirit, and to realize as facts the necessities
which are imposed by the actual condition
of affairs. There is nothing which more dis-
tinguishes a statesman from a man incom-
petent to deal with great affairs, than this
power of appreciating the chahges, the mode
and the obligation (often a most irksome one)
of acquiescing in a course which, per se, he
considers open to objection, in order to per-
vent evils oh yet greater magnitude.'

" Mr. Smith did not contradict the pre-
sumption on which this letter was founded,
and verbally acknowledged the terms in
which His Excellency therein spoke of his
conduct.

" Upon the distinct understanding, there-
fore. that the Goveriment woild endeavour
to procure the passage through the Legisla-
ture'of resolutions affirmative of the principle
of Union, and with the impression that an
address, praying Her Majesty to move the
Imperial Parliament to give effect to such
resolutions, was to be subsequently adopted.
His Excellency felt justified in omitting, at
the request of bis Council, from bis Speech
at the opening of the Session, the strong
recommendation of Union which he would
otherwise have felt it his duty to introduce,
but the responsibility for which his Ministers
felt they could not then assume.

" Since the commencement of the Session,
however, the course of the Government has
shown little indication of a movement in this
direction.

"R is Excellency bas never ceased to urge
on Mr. Smith, the expediency, and indeed
necessity of a bold avowal of his intended
policy ; nor has he failed to express hie ap-
prehensions as to the consequences of delay
in doing so, believing until that avowal was
made, Mr. Smith would become daily
more and more entangled in contradictory
pledges from which he would find it im-
possible to extricate himself, and which
might act most prejudicially on the proe-
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pects of the cause; whilst az any time cir-
cumstances might call for such action on
the part of His Excellency as would place
him in a position of apparent antagonism to
bis Council, and prove productive of very
serious embarrassment This course, how-
ever, the Government did not pursue, and it
became more and more clearly apparent to
His Excellency that they lacked t e wer-
he will not suppose that they lacked the
will-to carry out their original intentions.
Their bostility to the particular form of
union agreed to at Quebec, was distinct and
emphatic, whilst their approval of even an
abstract union of an indefinite character,
became daily more vague and uncertain.

"On more than one occa-ion His Excel-
lency noticed these facts to Mr. Smith, who
replied that the reports received by Ris
Excellency as to the language used were in-
accurate; and that it was desirable not to
indicate too soon the line he meant to take,
as it would give an advantage to his oppon-
ents, and night estrange some of his friends.

"'Mr. Smith frequently expressed a hope
that the Lieutenant-Governor did not enter-
tain any doubt as to the eincerity of bis in-
tention in carrying out to the letter the
understanding between them, as to the pass-
age of resolutions on the subject of
union.

tIf the Lieutenant- Governor's advisers
cannot concur in the sentiments, and decline
to become responsible for their utterance by
His Excellency, it is no doubt their duty to
tender, as tbey have doue, the resignation of
the offices held by then.

" His Excellency accepte those resigna-
tions with regret. His relations with his
advisers during the past year have been
harmonious and cordial-for many
among their number lie entertains strong
feelings of personal esteem ; nor can he for-
get to acknowledge the attention which bis
views have generally received at their hands,
or the readiness with which bis wishes have
on most occasions been met by them. But
he has no doubt as to the course which it is
his duty to pursue in obedence to his Sove-
reign's commands, and in the interests ofthe
peuple of British America.

".That a leading member of the Opposition
was more than once commuuicated with by
His Excellency is perfectly true. This coin-
munication was made with Mr. Smith's full
knowledge, and in the belief on His Excel-
lency's part, that it would facilitate Mr.
Smith's accomplishment of the end in
view. The gentleman in question met Mr.
Smith at the Government House, on the 5th
of March, and His Excellenc5 believes that
a very protracted interview subsequently
took place between them; nor was it until a
very late period that His Excellencv re-
liuquished the hope of seeing a combination
effected to smooth the passage of the con-
teuplated resolutions."

MR.MITCHELL.

The whole of this correspondence was
filled with statements of that kind -
but it would take too long to read the
whole of it, and he did not intend to
take up the time of the House by doing
se, though if bon. gentlemen wished
him to read any more, he wouldI do so.
He did not desire, however, 1e read
any more of this correspondence than
was necessary. What he wanted to
deduce from this eorresporîdence was
this: he had been informed, and he
had read from a paper, that it had
been stated by the bon. the M1in-
ister of Marine and Fisheries with re-
lation to this gentleman, who was not
hore to defend himself, and a gentle-
man who bad the confidence of our
Soveroign, and wIo had administered
the affairs of the Province over which
he presided, in an honest and upright
and sincere manner, that bis conduet
was brutal. If the hon. gentleman
ever said that the conduct of His Excel-
lency was brutal, he (Mr. Mitchell)
could only say that this statement
was untrue.

MR. SMITH: I made no such stato
ment.

MR. MITCHELL: And this gentle-
man not only prior to, but since that
time, bas enjoyed the confidence of
Her Majesty, and is now doing so.

MR. SMITII: I wish to make a state-
ment. The language which I am re-
ported in the Press to have used, I
never employed at all. The word
" brutal " certainly was never used in
the whole of my remarks.

MR. MITCHELL said ho had given
the bon. gentleman an opportunity to
contradict this at the outset, but the
hon. gentleman had failed to do so. H1e
would now read an account of the hon.
gentleman's speech, given him by a
member of the House. This was as
follows:-

" Mr.Smith said,in reply to Mr.Costigan,that
he was not inconsistent in taking his present
position. The two New Brunswick prece-
dents justify Letellier's position, inas-
much as they have been sustained by the
popular vote and by the Imperial authorities.
In 1855 passed a prohibitory liquor law,which
proved inoperative. The Lieutenant-Gover-
nor called on the Government to repeal it.
They refused. He asked them to dissolve.
They advised dissolution and resigned. An-
other Government took the responsibilitY and
were sustained by the people. ln Governor
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Gordon's case the Legislative Council passed
zan address in favour of Confederation. His
Excellency's reply contained remarks favour-
able to Confederation, committing the Minis-
try thereby. Mr. Smith objected. The Gov-
ernor said if they did not choose to take the
responsibility, they must retire. They did not
immediately retire, but did soon afterwards.
The people sustained the Governor. The
Gýovernor acted falsely to his Ministry. He
refused to take any advice. He consulted
with the Opposition, and his conduet was
miarked by moral turpitude. The people
Fustained him, but (in reply to Mr. Plumb) I
did not forgive him and would not speak to
him."

MR. SPEAKER said the reading
of letters and from newspapers, was
entirely out of order. An hon. mem-
ber could not read any portion of a
speech made during the same session,
from a printed book or newspaper.
This rule applied to all debates,
whatever, though spéeches delivered
during former sessions might be read.
It was also irregular to read extracts
from letters, newspapers or other
documents, referred to debates in the
House. This was laid down by May.

MR. MITCHELL: As this related
Io tbis debate, I thought that I was
in order.

MR. SMITH: The manuscript notes
are, in substance, correct.

MR. MITCHELL said that ho did
not desire to infringe on the rules of
the louse, or to do anything which
was not strictly in accordance with
them ; but in this debate, he was under
the impression that any reference or
reûport made of a speech delivered
during the same debate, could be used.
If he was wrong in this impression he
should like to be corrected.

MR. SPEAKER: I have read what
-May states.

MR. MITCHELL said that as the
hon. gentleman admitted the correct
ness of the report given to him, as to-
what ho had uttered in this very de-
bate, and, as he had acknowledged
that this report was in substance, cor-

he would simply say this:
Wt1 e1n the hon. gentleman stated that
the cond<IuHt of Governor Gordon was
inproper or unconstitutional, or that ho
wîas guilty of " moral torpitude," the
bon. gentleman stated what was incor-
tcect, and performed an act of injustice

to a gentleman, who, from that time
to the present, had retained the confi-
dence of Her Majesty, and who had
been in the position of Governor ever
since that period. When the hon.
gentleman attempted to quote this
precedent, as an authority, to sustain
the action of Mr. Letellier de St. Just,
did ho forget that lie, with some
twenty-one others, signod a protest to
Her Majesty, asking for the recall of
Governor Gordon.

Ma. SMITH: I do not forget that.

Mit. MITCHELL: You recollect it ?
MR. SMITH : I do.
Ma. MITCHELL said, thon bis

hon. fr'end signed a protest asking for
the recall of Governor Gordon, on the
ground that His Excellency had per-
formod, what ho (Mr. Smith) consider-
ed to be an unconstitutional act.
This protest, ho understood from the
remarks which the hon. gentleman
had made the other day, had not
been complied with; and they were
justified in concluding that Governor
Gordon had behaved rightly, and that
consequently Governor Gordon was
right in placing that Ministry in such
a position, that they had either to
adopt the responsibility of certain
views, and of certain acts, or resign.

Ma. SMITH: Will my hon. friend
allow me for a moment. I did not say
that Gordon acted rightly ; I continue
to repent what I stated, and declare that
he acted unconstitutionally.

Ma. MITCHELL said ho did not
say that the hon. gentleman had so
stated. If the hon, gentleman con-
tended that Governor Gordon was jus-
tified in what he did, and that, bocause
of this, Mr. Letellier de St. Just was
justified in dismissing bis Ministers on
the flimsy pretext on which ho dis-
missed them, ho (Mr. Mitchell) held
that the hon. gentleman was quite logi-
cal. Governor Gordon was led to
alopt the course which ho was bound
to pursue, from the fact that he was led
to believe that they who had his con-
fidence, and who were his Ministers,
were prepared to adopt the policy
forced upon him as the representative
of Her Majesty, by the Government of
England, namely-the policy of Con-
federation. These gendemen led His
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Excellency to believe that they would
adopt this policy, or, at all events, His
Excellency believed that they had done
so; but they failed to carry if out,
and they desorted him after placing
him in a certain position. The Gov-
ernor thon fet that it was necessary to
look around him for others to carry
out that policy, and ho found them.
When ho got into this difficulty, the
Governor felt that it was a case in
which ho had been either misled in-
tentionally, or that when these parties
had placed him in that position, they
found that they were unable to carry
out this policy; and, in place of
coming out manfully and ackncwledg-
ing this, they tried to make it appear
that the Governor had misunderstood
what they hall egreed to do, and that
they had not ngreed to carry out Con-
federation in this way or that way, or
contemplated it. The Hon. Mr. Wil-
mot and himself accepted the responsi-
bility; they both appealed to the
people of the country. And what was
the result ? Within four weeks they
went back with a majorit y of four to
one. They were sustaining the princi-
ple which ho believed the country
would sustain-the principle of Con-
federation-whereby one grand na-
tionality was cieated. What he
intended to prove in relation to this
matter was this : that Mr. Gordon's act
was an act inspired by the Imperial
necessity; it was an act inspired under
the direction of Her Majesty's Minis-
ters in England. It was far beyond
and above a local or domestic quarrel;
and therefore the Government had a re-
sponsibility as well as a duty to per-
form. In the case of Mr. Letellier,
there was no such necessity-no such
national policy, it was a domestic act;
so that no parallel could be drawn bc-
tween the cases of Mr. Letellier and
Mr. Gordon. The hon. the Premier
propounded what seemed to him to be
a very startling doctrine, that because
the people of the Province of Quebec,
had the matter under their considera-
tion, the Dominion Parliament had no
right to deal with the question at pre-
sent. But if the art of Lieutenant-
Governor Letellier was sustained by
the House, it would form a precedent
upon which other Governors of Pro-
vinces might at. If that precodent

MR. MITCHELL.

was laid down Mr. Archibald, Governor
of Nova Scotia, Mr. Tilley, Governor of·
New Brunswick, and Mr. Macdonald,
Governor of Ontario might dismi8s
their Ministers. Any Governor could
thon suppress freedom of action in his
Province, and the expression of opinion
in relation to constitutional acte in the
Provinces. Such a doctrine could not
be held to be consistent, because it
would have the effect of binding the
English-speaking race by precedents
established by a different nationality,
and binding constituencies and Pro-
vinces with a precedent established by
the arbitrary acts of a gent-eman who
chose to exercise the arbitrar-y power
with which he happened for the
time to be vested. He held that
the Premier was entirely in error
when le made the statement re-
ferred to, and ·took up a position
which could not be sustained. Ho
would now come to another branch of
the subjeet. le found, on looking
over the Confederation debates, that
this very charge which lad arisen was
foretold by the two gentlemen who
wero the principal actors in it-Mr.
Joly and Mr. Letellier. He found that
Mr. Letellier made use of the following
words in 1867 in the course of the
Confederation debate:

" It is aio asked what kind of Local Go,-
ernment we shall have; bnt the Government
will make no statement respecting it until
Confederation is voted. What kind of a
Constitution and what Governor we shall
have? What Governor? Perhaps that is
where the great secret lies, for I beleve that
for some time past the idea or the hope Cf
being Governor bas filled the head of more
than one political man. What is to be the
aiount of the Governior's salary ?"

Then Mr. Joly said:

" We already possess under our preseit
Constitution, and without Confederationi, a
central power stronger than any power
yo can create, and to which we subiiit
without complaint, because it is perfectly
compatible with the existence of our local
powers-1 mean the power of England. [t is

exercised by men who live too far from is tO
hearken to the bickerings of race or of party,
or to be mixed up with themn in any wav.
But if that central power was wielded by Men
taken from among ourselves, men who haie
taken part in our quarrels and animosities,
and who would make uRe of it to give effect
to the views of their party, it would becomeo
insupportable."
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That was a correct statement of what
wa now taking place. The Lieuten-
ant-Governor seemed to have enter-
tained a feeling of antagonism and
hostility towards the party to whom
he had been opposed for years. He
did not say that Mr. Letellier had
acted under the direction or approval
of the Government of the Dominion of
Canada, but it did seom as if the Dom-
inion Governmentlhad done a greatdeel
to facilitate the progress of Mr. Letel-
lier's acts. He noticed in a paper to-
day the following paragraph:

" Mr. Letellier had no confidence in his
former advisers, yet, in acknowledging the
reception of a box of cigars from one of his
Ministers, he was on such happy terms as to
add a postscript-' If you should want any
blank authorizations telegraph me to Rivière
Ouelle.' Imagine a Lieut.-Governor who
gives as a reason for dismissing hie Ministers
the fact that they did not consult him-having
thus stultified himself."

He did not know what truth there
migbt be in this paragraph, but if
it was truc that that letter was sent
to Mr. Chapleau by Mr. Letellier, he
thought it was another evidence of a
variety of reasons which the Govern-
ment had given for the dismissal of
the DeBoucherville Government. If it
was true also, that they had got half a
million dollars at 1 per cent. less than
the DeBoucherville Government had
obtained money, because the Do-
minion Government had placed funds
at their disposal, it looked very much
as if the Government were aiding Mr.
Letellier for the purpose of driving
his late Government out of power and
getting possession of the Administra-
tion in the Province of Quebec for the
purposes of the next Dominion election.
le folt that at a crisis like this in the
history of the country,.when it might
be said our constitution was still on its
trial as to whether Canada could be
governed correctly by her own people,
and be trusted with the selection of her
Governors, it behoved them to be care-
fulI as to how they should conduet
themselves, and what countenance
they should give to Mr. Letellier's
acts. He was not going to occupy much
further time, but he must cer-
tainlv say that it seemed strange
if the principle of Representi-
tive Government which the people

had striven and struggled for during
the lat fifty years, which, indeed,
they had fought and bled for, Bhould be
wiped out in one day by a man who
failed to recognise the first principles
of responsibility. He would appeal
to the memory of Cartier, Papineau,
Fletcher, Lafontaine, and other great
men, who had for years struggled in
this cause, and ask hon. gentlemen on
the other side if partizans were to be
allowed to undo wh4t these men had
secured for us and our children. He
would go further than the amendment
which, he thought, was characterized
by too muchi moderation, and say that
the ccurse which Mr. Letellier pursued
was a most unconstitutional one. If
his act was established as a precedent,
the Governor of a Province would
have more power than the Premier
himself, and the effect of that would
be that we would be deprived of those
liberties which our fathers and fore-
fathers had fought for. It had been
contended that Mr. Letellier was not
responsible to this Parliament, but he
(Mr. Mitchell) held that ho vas the
servant of the Parliament, boing ap-
pointed on the recommendation of the
Premier, by His Excellency the Earl
Dufferin. Yet, the Governîment said,
" Although we appointed him, ho is not
resp onsible to us for his conduct
towards the constituency over which
ho rules ; we will not arrest him and
try him for the illegal act he has com-
mitted." What would his lion, friend
the Premier, with the majority ho had
behind him, say if His Excellency
Ear Dufferin was to meet him with
the proposition, that ho had not the
confidence of the country, that be-
cause lie lost $2,000,000 in a steel rail
purchase lie ceased to have the confi-
dence of the people, that be-
cause lie spent $2,000,000 in a
useless Fort Francis Lock opera-
tion, or spent $100,000 over the
Kaministiquia land job and other oper-
ations in the North-West, ho had lost
the confidence of the people? Or that
lie had lost their confidence by failing
to carry out his promise in relation to
the Pacifie Railway? He appealed to
the House whether, if the.e was any
justification for Mr. Letellier dismiss-
ing his Ministry, there was not ton
fold more justification for Earl Dufferin
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to tell the hon. gentlemen opposite
to take a back seat and make way for
botter men ? He was convinced there
was not a man on the Opposition side
who would not resist any attempt to
exercise such an act of arbitrary
power. That he had this power no-
minally was correct; but that he had
the right to use it was incorrect. A
man migbt have the power to cover
another man with his rifle, but he had
no right to shoot him. A pilot had the
power to run a ship on shore, but he
had no riglit to do it. And so Mr.
Letellier had no right to dismiss bis
Ministry, though he possessed the
power. Although hon. gentlemen
opposite referred so confidently to
the 1st of May, ho (Mr. Mitchell), was
convinced that when the people were
appealed to it would be found that they
were not so dead to their liberties as
to support a man who had acted in so
arbitrary a manner. It was true that
Mr. De Boucherville might not have
possessed that urbanity of manner
which was characteristie of hon. gen-
tlemen on the other side, he might, in
fact have been somewhat austere, but
lie was a man who was universally
spoken of with respect, as being
thoroughly honest and upright. Yet
Mr. Letellier had removed him on the
flimsiest and most unworthy pretext.
These were his opinions upon the mat-
ter. He was sorry to have detained
the House in giving utterance to them,
but he had a duty to perform, not only
to the people of Northumberland, but
to the country, and he had taken this
opportunity of doing it. He had made
some remarks with reference to the
hon. member for Chateauguay (Mr.
Holton) who was not in his place at
the time; s0 now that he had come in,
lie would repeat them. le mentioned
the names of the lion. members for
Chateauguay and South Bruce, as two
gentlemen looked up to in this
House as the highest authorities in
constitutional law, upon whom this
House depended for sound solid infor-
mation as to what was right in the
constitutional Administration of the
country, and bis surprise that they had
Inot come forward to defend the liber-
ties of the people. He had hoped thal,
on an occasion like this, the first occa-
sion on which a >trai n hald been put

MR. MITCHELL.

upon the Constitution since 1867, that
they would not have been led by the
Minister they followed so devotedly,
but that the great mentor of the flouse,
as well is the hon. member for South
Bruce, would have let the people know
what their opinions were upon the sub.
ject. The whole of the gentlemen
opposite, in fact, had sat for forty-eight
hours listening to arguments against
the course taken by Mr. Letellier, and
had never attempted to answer them.
Tho bon. member for Montreal Centre
(Mr. Devlin) did say something, but
that was the only exception ; he had
not heard any other member of that
side of the House attempt to justifv
the conduct of Mr. Letellier, and say
it was either just or right for him to
dismiss bis Ministry in the way he had
done. He yet hoped the bon. member
for Chateauguay would give the House
the benefit of bis valuable opinion.

Ma. YO UNG: Breach of arrange-
ment.

MR. MITCHELL asked what
arrangement should be allowed to tie
a man's tongue when the rights of his
fellow-citizens demanded bis speaking.
There was something higher and
nobler than the mere temporary
arrangements for party interest and
party policy. While he would be as
true a party man as could possibly be,
yet where his party stood in the way
of the liberties of the people in endan-
gering their rights or imperilling the
Constitution, ho would sink party. A
high-minded, honest man, always
soared above party considerations on
such occasions as these.

Question put, and amendment (Sir
John A. Macdonald's) negatived on the
following division

Baby,
Benoit,
Blanchet,
Bourbeau,
Bowel1,
Brooks,
Cameron,
Campbell,
Caron,
Colby,
flostigan,
Currier,
Cuthbert,
Daoust,
DeCosmos,

Messieurs
McDougall (Three

Rivers),
McKay (Colchester),
Macmillan,
McCallum,
MeQuade,
Méthot,
Mitcheil,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Orton,
Ouimet,
Palmer,
Pinsonneault,
Platt,
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Desjardins, Plumb,
Dewdney, Pope (Compton),
Domville, Pote (Queens, P.E..),
Donabue, Robinson,
Dugas, Robitaille,
Farrow, Rochester,
Flesher, Rouleau,
Fraser, Roy,
Gibbs (North Ontario), Ryan,
Gibbs (South Ontario), Schultz,
Gin, Short,
Haggart, Stephenson,
Harwood, Thompson (Cariboo),
Hurteau, Tupper,
Jones (Leeds), Wade,
Kirkpatrick, Wallace (South Nor-
Langevin, folk),
Lanthier, White (Hastings),
Little, White (Renfrew),
Macdonald (Kingston),Wrighti(Ottawa)
McDonald (Capej Wright (Pontiac).-70

Breton)

NYsY:
Messieurs

Appleby,
Archibald,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blackburn,
Blain,
Borden,
Borron,
Bourassa,
Bowman,
Boyer.
Brouse,
Brown,
Buell
Burk,
Burpee (St. John).
Burpee (Sunbury),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain.
Charlton,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Cockburn,
Coffin,
Cook,
Coupai,
Davies,
Dawson,
Delorme,
De St. Geor.es,
DeVeber,
Devlin,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Geoffrion,
Gibson,
Grillies,
Gillimor,
Goudge,
Greenway,

Horton,
Huntington,
Irving,
Jetté,
Jones (Halifax),
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,
Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Landerkin,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Ce rnwall),
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto),
MacDonnell (inv'rn'ss),
Macdouga!l (Elgin),
McDougell (Renfrew),
MacKay (Cape Breton),
Mackenzie,
McCraney,
McGregor,
Mclntyre,
McIsaac,
McNab,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Norris,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Pouliot,
Power,
Ray,
Richard.
Robillard,
Ross (East Durham",
Ross (West Middlesex),
Scatcherd
Scriver,
Shibley,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (West m oreland),
Snider,
St. Jean,
Tascherean,
ThompsontHal limand),

Guthrie,
Hagar,
Hall,
Higinbotham,
Holton,
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Trow,
Wallace (Albert),
Wood,
Yeo,
Young-112.

House Pecordingly resolved
again into Committee of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

itself

EMIGRATION AND QUARANTINE.

Salaries of immigration Agents and
Employés ..... ..... .. ................... $26,550

Salaries of Travelling Agents. 13,000
Medical Inspection of the Port of

Q uebec .............. ....................... 2,600
Quarantine, Grosse Isle .................... 11,820

do St John........................ 3,000
do Pictou. N.S ..... .......... 800
do Halifax, N.S ...... .. ........ 3,600
do Charlottetown, P.E.I..... 1,00

To meet expenses of further precau-
tionary measures for the Public
Health......... ............................. 20,000

Contingencies of Canadian and other
regular A gencies ... .. , .............. 24,000

Travelling Expenses of Travelling
Agents....................................... 14,000

81,27,370

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said there had
been no change made in the agents
since last year. They had one gentle-
man at Liverpool, one at Glasgow, one
in the North of England, two in Ire-
land, one in London, and one in Paris.
The salaries of these gentlemen were
$1,200 a year, with $4 a day travelling
expenses. The latter item was in-
eluded under the head of travelling
expcnses of travelling agents,

MR POPE (ComptDn) asked if
many immigrants came to tbis country
from France.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said he did not
think there were many from that
country.

31R. POPE said he objected to the
item, and in doing so knew that ho
would be met with the statement that
it stood in the same position as 18734.
This was not so, however, for the Gov-
ernment of that day appointed these
agents for short periods, not longer
than eight months, and it wus never
interided to make them permanent
officers. le would suggest, ton, that
this item should no longer stand a
lump sum, without a single explans,
tion. If these agents were made per-
manent officers, the House should
reccive reports from them as to the
way iwork was being donc.

Emigration and
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Mit. CARTWRIGIIT said he saw ne
objection to this, and he would make a
note of the suggestion, with the view,
if he was concerned in the matter
again, to have it remedied.

Ma. WALLACE said that, in the
present state of the country, immi-
grants wcre not wanted. He suggested
that the whole item be struck o-it, for,
under the circumstances, it was a use-
less expenditure of money.

Ma. POPE (Queen's) said he thought
there was a very large amount of
money squendered under this boad.
Last year he had objected to the salary
of an agent at Prince Edward Island,
and the Finance Minister had promised
that it should be struck out, but it
again appoared in the Estimato; as,
also, $1,000 for quarantine, both of
which were not of the slightest use.

Ma. JONES (Leeds) said ho believed
that three-fourths of the emigrants who
were asisistcd out here went to the
United States. He did not see why so
large a sum should be voted year after
year, when the results were so very
small.

Mit. CARTVRIGHT said he might
catl the attention of the last speaker to
the fact that according to the best in-
formation that the Department could
get, not less than 27,076 emigrant set-
tiers came to Canada in the year
1877-8. That was a statement made
by the Department, which had the best
opportunity of ascertaining the real
facts of the case.

Ma. DAVIES said an enigration
agent was not required at Prince
Edward Island, and he doubted
whether any were required at Halifax,
St. John, or New Brunswick. But ho
believed a quarantine officer ought to
be retained on the Island. Where so
many sailors frequented, it was abso-
lutely necessary to have such an offi-
cer appointed.

Ma. WHITE (East Hastings) said
it was not necessary to retain the staff
as at presont. One gentleman at Que-
bec had $1,500 per year, and another,
an assistant, had $1,000; one gentie
man would be sufficient.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said that 27,076
settlers had come to Canada and made

MR. POPE.

it their home in 1877. The vote for
Quarantine, whieh was for the protec-
tion of the Publie Health, was a sub-
ject for discussion as to how far it was
necessary.

MR. JONES (South Leeds) said the
statistics of immigrants from the old
country were inaccurate.

Ma. POPE (Compton) called atten-
tion to the largeness of the expenditure
under this head, compared with the
smallness of the immigration, reaching
only 15,323. He declared that the im-
migration was not due to the action of
the agents, but to natural consequences.
The agents of steamship companies pos-
sessed great influence as emigration
agents.

Ma. KIRKPATIZICK said that peo-
ple, not properly speaking immigrants,
took advantage of the facilities for them
to sqve their passage outwards. or a
portion of it.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said the in-
structions to guard against such abuses
were very strict. The member for
Compton was wrong in bis comparison,
as $80O,00 of the nominal expenditure
for immigration was chargeable to tho
Mennonite and Icelandic loans, which
which were to be repaid. The instruc-
tions to the agents in the North of Eng-
land, Ireland and Scotland were te con -
fine their operations to the encourage-
ment of farmers and farm labourers,and
at present the Minister of Interior had
many enquiries as te the advantages
of Manitoba. The officials at Quebec
and other points were useful as distri-
buting agents for emigrants and could
not well be dispensed with, but 1he
would reconmmend some economies in
this direction which offered the onlv
opportunity of some retrenchment.
He did not think any considerable re-
duction in the expense of the London
office practicable.

MR. BOWELL said that Mr. Diré
had conducted this office after the
resignation of Mr. Jenkins as efficiently
and as well as it was attended to either
before or since ; he gave ail the infor-
mation that was necessary, and was
courteous and affable in his demean0or
to every one who visited the establish-
ment. And wby this man, save for poli-
tical purposes and to find a position for

Quarantine.(COMMONS.)
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some friend who required a situation
at the time, was not appointed to this
office, neither he (Mr. Bowell) nor any
one else who had paid attention to this
matter could see. le believed that
what had been intimated by the right
hon. member for Kingston lastyear,
in this regard was then true,
and lad been proved to be
true. A situation bd to be
founa for a certain Nova Scotia poli-
tician, who was put in a place where he
-was not required at the expense of the
country. This person's own i eport
was the best evidence of this, though,
it was very able in its way.
He found no fault with Mr. Annand's
talents and ability; he might be well
titted for the position if there was any-
thing for him to do. le contended
that there was nothing for Mr. An-
nand to do which Mr. Doré could not
do, and did not do, before he went
there. There was no necessity for fill-
ing up this place, except for the reason
he had stated. Besides, 13 travelling
agents were employed in Great
Britain and Ireland, and at this office
were employed eight or ten persons
from Mr. Annand down to the door-
keeper. A part of the instructions
given to these agents who travelled at
the expense of the Dominion, was to
dissuade a certain class of immigrants
from coming to this country. They
and the Government must know that
while the advantages held out to emi-
grants who desired to go to Australia
or New Zealand were greater than
those held out on the part of Canada,
there would be very few emigrants
who would come to this country unless
they did so of their own accord, and
with their own money. New Zealand
offered a free passage, a free kit, and
£2 for each adult; and anyone who
had been around the Immigration offi-
ces in England, knew that, when the
farm or other labourers, who had no
means, but who desired to emigrate in
order to better their position came to
the Canadian office, they found that no
assistance wasgiven them, and, conse-
quently, they proceeded to the Aus-
tralian and New Zealand offices, where
the advantages mentioned were held
Out. This was what Canada had to
compete with. Mr. Annand pointed
out this fact very forcibly in bis re-

port. While this continued, and while
the depression lasted, what necessity
was there for keeping 13 agents
travelling through England, Scotland
and Ireland and foreign parts, to in-
duce emigrants to come to this country.
le thought that this matter ought to
receive the very serious consideration
of the Government and of the House.

MR. MACKENZIE: No doubt.

Ma. BOWELL said he found that
Mr. Annand also proved himself very
useful to bis Province and country,
with which ho found no fault. Mr.
Annand stated that Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, since bis appoint-
ment, had dispensed with theiragencies
in London, and that ho had performed
these duties; but he (M1r. Bowell) did
not understand that thoso Prov:nces
contributed towards the payment of'
this officer's salary and the expenses of
the office in proportion to the labour
done by Mr. Annand for thom.

MR. CARTWRIGI1T: They do not
contribute as much as the Dominion,
but they contribute.

MR. BOWELL said that, with refer-
ence to the Mennonite immigration, he
had understood vory lately that some
100 families desired Io come to this,
country or to Manitoba, and that they
lad asked from the Government an
advance of $ 15,000.

MR. POPE (Compton) Of $20,000.

M1R. TROW: $ 15,000 is right.

MiR. BOWELL said lie should con-
clude that this would repiesent 500
souls, as thero would be very likely
fivo persons to each family; but the
Government, owing to the depressed
state of the country's finances, had not
felt justified in doing so. He further
understood that ample security was
offered for repayment of such sum. He
thought it would be well if this Immi-
gration Fund was distributed in this
way; and this system would bring
into the country a class which, he was
informed, made the best settlers that
had as yet gone to the North-West;
and this amount for these numerous
agents, who were utterly useless, could
be reduced.

Emigration and Quarantine.



2028 Emigration and

MR. CARTWRIGHT: They are by
no means utterly useless. They are of
very considerable benefit.

Ma. BOWELL said that the reports
showed they were utterly useless at
the present time, They were instructed
to dissuade the classes with a little
means likely to come to this country
from doing so, wbile those without
means accepted the superior advan-
tages offered elsewhere. Those with
some means would not come here
,owing to the reports concerning the
depressed state of the finances and
business. llence the withdrawal of
two-thirds of the large proportion of
the agents now travelling through that
country, would be not only a saving,
but also an advantage, for a number of
years to come. Mr. Dyke, the agent
at Liverpool, was, however, a most
invaluable officer. who had done more
to assist in bringing the question of
live stock and Canadian meats before
the English people, than all the other
agents put together. If these officers
were kept in the principal shipping
ports here, their services could be
utilized in the same manner, there
would be ample reward and return for
this expenditure; but tbis lecturing
through the country was 'an utter
waste of money. The landlords and
tenant farmers were opposed to the
movement, and ho was told that some
lecturers had adopted the mode of
innouncing a temperance lecture, and
then dragging in the question of immi-
gration.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
That is throwing cold water on immi
gration.

Ma. BOWELL said ho hoped that
,the sooner this item of $120,000 for
keeping up a staff, as Mr. Annand
states, to dissuade a certain class from
coning to this courtry, and to induce
others to come who would not do so,
as Mr. Kingsmill said very properly,
on aceount of the depression, was eut
down one half, the botter it would be
for the country's finances.

Ma. POPE: Will you tell me under
what authority or clause of the
Dominion Lands Act that item of
$47,700 is given ?

Ma. CARTWRIGHT : It is secured,
inot given.

Ma. BowELl.

MR. POPE: Well, under what clause
is it secured or given ? I do not find
that authority is given by the Domin-
ion Land's Act. It was alleged with
respect to quarantine, that there had
been a largo expense for smalt pox.
Well, he remembered that in
1872 there was a large expen-
diture in No-a Scotia and
the lower Provinces for cholera, so
there had always been an item of
$20,000 since then which might or
might not be used for these purposes.
He was quite willing to admit that
the expense per capita for emigrants
might have increased during the last
three or four years, but he must com-
plain that the expense had increased
in a much larger ratio than it ought.
He did not say that an emigrant was
not worth the money paid, but he
would say that emigrants could be got
for less money.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said that in
1873, 52,000 emigrants were brought
into this country at a total expendi-
tare of $304,000 or a net cost of
$296,617, being $5.90 per capita. In
1877, 27,082 emigrants were brought
over at a net expenditure of $11,670,
being at the rate of $4.08 per head,
against $5.90 in 1873. It was princi-
pally for the purpose of inducing em-
ployers of labour in this country to
put themselves into communication
with emigrants on the other side, and
to advance money to bring thoso emi-
grants out, instead of Government
having to pay the whole cost.

MR. CURRIER said he thought that
taking into consideration the large
number of men in this country out of
employment, it became very question-
able whether we should spend money
for emigration purposes. H1e did not
say that the agents were to be with-
drawn from the old country, but their
number might be reduced. He aiso
thought it should be pressed upon the
notice of emigration agerts that farm
labourers were the only class required.
If they could reduce this vote in the
manner he had suggested the surplus
might ho used to assist men from
Montreal, Ottawa and other cities in
this country who were starving from
want of employment, to the North-
West.

Quaran'ine[COMMONS)
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MR. POPE (Queens) said ho should
like to ask why Mr. Doré, the London
agent, had had to give way for Mr.
Annand, from Nova Scotia. Mr. Doré
was a capital man for the position, and
had attended well to its duties. He
understood that the ouly reason why
Mr. Annand should be put over the
head of so excellent au officer as Mr.
Doré was, that behad rendered certain
political services which the Govern-
ment felt bound to reward.

MR. BLANCHET said he thought
the emigration staff at Quebec was
much too large and should be reduced.

MR. TROW said these officers
were really needed, they were very
useful; and the Government was pen-
urious if anything with regard to the
remuneration of their services. 1e
was confident that the numbor of
agents in Great Britain and Ireland
was not too many. An efficient staff
was necessary to obtain immigrants;
and agents must be placed in the im-
migration market, where great com-
petition was experienced. Even Aus-
tralia paid £10 a head for passage be-
sides providing an outfit worth £2 or
£3. If immigrants could be secured
at £4 and £5 a head, it was a good in-
vestment and the very best investment
that the Government could make. Ie
thought that the Government had com-
mitted an oversight in not according
the request of the Mennonites men-
tioned, particularly as ample security
was offered. Better settlers never
came to this country. Hie had visited
their settlements, and they promised to
become a very prosperous people.
The agents in Ottawa, Toronto and
Hamilton, were busily employed, with-
in a radius of ten miles from Ottawa,
in sending people to the North-West;
probably 400 people had emigrated
during the past two weeks. The staff
in London was not too large, and use-
ful information of all kinds was fur-
rished at the London office, which was
centrally situated., Any one who
had visited it, would come to the con-
clusion that no extravagance whatever
was committed there.

MR. BOWELL said they had not
received an answer or information re-
specting the position field by Mr. Doré.
lis name did not appear among the

names of the staff at the London
Agency. The hon. the Premier had
stated that he was appointed a tempor-
ary clerk to fill up the vacancy made
by the resignation of Mr. Jenizins.
What position did Mr. Doré occupy and
where was his salary charged ? It was
not under the bead of Civil Government.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: He was then
acting chief. He was taking charge
of the London office, and his salary
was in the London pay list down to
January 30th, 1877.

MR. BOWELL: When was Mr.
Annand appointed?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: He was ap-
pointed sometime in May, but he
arrived there, I think, in July.

MR. BOWELL: He says in his re-
port that ho arrived in London on the
Sth of June.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: I thought it
was Inter.

MR. POPE (Queen's): What salary
does Mr. Dore receive.

MR. CARTWRIGIIT: Either $2,000
or $2,400 when in England.

Ma. MACKENZIE: lis saiary here
is $2,000.

Ma. MITCHELL : What is Mr.
Annand's salary?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: $4,000.

MR. MITCHELL: What are his
expenses?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: le lias no
expenses allowed. -He is not required
to travel. His proper quarters are in
London.

MR. LANGEVIN said ho thought
that this item should be reduced, owing
to the hardness of times, the want of
money, and the paucity of present im-
migration. The last two or three
items concerning agencies and travel-
ling expenses of agents, were
susceptible of large reduction. They
could be diminished certainly one-half,
and still p rovide for a sufficient staff,
in view of the present reduced immi-
gration. The statement concerning
immigrant passengers and settlers who
had come to this country, from 1857
to 1877, via. the St. Lawrence, set forth
the following figures: 1869, 43,000,
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and for the succeoding years, 44,000,
.37,000, 31,i00, ;,1,000, 23,000, 10,000,
1(,000, and for the last year 7,000.
In 1877, the smallest number that ever
had come by this route during the
p ast 23 or 21 years, had so arrived.
Nevertheless, the expenditure of this
Department was kept at the same
igure that it was ton years ago.
when there was a large immigra-
tion. The Public Accounts did
not give aIl the details of the
expenditure under this head. He
would call special attention to the,re-
port of Paul DeCazes, the special agent
in France, who stated:

"Nothing has occurred in regard to
French emigration to Canada deserving of
notice since the date of the last report which
I had the honour to address to your Depart-
ment in December, 1876. The operations of
the Steamship Agents have been suspended,
in consequence of the stoppage of the special
bonus by your Government, on account of
the crisis from which Canada was suffering;
matters have remained in the same condition
as they were then. I have, therefore, as I
did last year, restricted myself in drawing
attention to our country, to publishing a
series of articles on Canada in a leading Par-
isian journal; several of these articles have
been copied, in whole or in part, by some of
the most widely circulated publications in
Paris and the Provinces. I have, besides,
been always ready to supply all persons ap-
plying to me for information. I am of
opinion, in view of the dullness of business
and of the general uneasiness now complain-
ed of in France, in case of the definitive ces-
satiou of the crisis in Canada, that next
s ring a fresh impulse miglit be given to
1'rench emigration to Canada."

That agent might be a most doserving
gentleman; but, if he had nothing to
do, ho might be more useful in Canada.

Ma. MACKENZIE said in the
meantime he could be utilized at the
Paris Exhibition.

Ma. BUNSTER said it would prove
highly advantageous if the agent at
British Columbia was removed to San
Francisco. Runners went on board
ships at the latter port and endea-
Tourod to dissuade emigrants from
going to British Columbia.

Ma. BLANCHET wished to know
whether there was any necessity for
continuing the quarantine for cattle at
Lévis.

Ma. LANGEVIN.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that was
first undertaken when there was great
fear of diseased cattle being imported
from England. At the presont time
there was no reason to believe that
cattie disease existed in England, and
the quarantine had been practically
abolished.

MR. MITCHELL said he found thore
had been a charge made for some
policemen, and he wished to know
what they were required for.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said he be-
lieved they were employed at Grosse
Isle quarantine station.

MR. POPE (Compton) said the work
was done under the old Governmert a
great deal cheaper and the resalts
were much botter in proportion, the
agents being paid so much per head of
the emigrants sent out. He thought
it was a bad system to make these
agents permanent officers; in time,
too, they would be expecting super-
annuation. Under the late Administra-
tion these agents were appointed only
for a short time, about eight months-

MR. MACKENZIE : Some of them
two months. It depended upon how
long they wished to make their ex-
cursion.

Ma. POPE said that if these agents
were to be made permanent officers tho
House should be supplied with dotails
as to their work.

MR. MACKENZIE : When the hon.
gentleman was in office ho asked for a
vote of $150,000, and gave no partieu-
lars. He appealed to us publicly
and privately to allow it t, pass, and it
would be all right.

MR. POPE said the explanation of
this was that ho had succeeded in
entering into a private arrangement
with a steamship company which was
bound, under an agreement, with the
United States, and it was expressly
stipulated that the arrangement with
the Canadian Governmont should not
be divulged. He explained to the hon.
gentleman, therefore, that he could not
explain this to the whole House, and
asked him to allow it to pass. But
this $150,000 was for 40,000 or 50,000
e.nigrants, while the hon. gentleman
wanted that sum for 10,000 or 15,000
emigrants.
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Ma MACKENZIE: That was only
one item in the hon, gentleman's esti-
mate. There were other items.

Ma. POPE: I can tell the hon. gen-
tileman that there is not a single
item in the estimate for 18734 larger
than in the present item with the ex-
ceptionl of the $150,000.

Mi. MACKENZIE: I will read
fron the Pvblic Accounts. There is
one item of $150,000 towards immigra-
tion and immigration expenses,another
of $70,000, the same item $20,000,
another of $14,000 and a second at
$14,000 : and the entire suin is
$327,000.

Ma. POPE said the itemns were
piretty much the same as now, with ex-
ception of the $150,000. In the pre-
sent estimate there was one item of
914,000, then one of $24,000, one of
$20,000, and one of $26,000. The item
of$70,00 in the 1873-4 estimate he
explained the other evening. That was
the result of a conference which met
before his time, and decided that each
Province should have a certain sum to
assist emigration objects. $20,000 was
allowed to Ontario, $20,000 to Quebec,
$10,000 each to Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, and $5,000 to British
Columbia. The other items were ex-
actly the sanie.

Ma. JONES (South Leeds) suggested
that it would be well to spend even a
quarter of a million or more in remov-
ing to Manitoba those who could not
find work in this Province.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that a mil-
lion dollars would go but a little way
1;)r such a purpose, as if they under-
took to remove men from here to Mani-
toba they would be inaugurating a
system of assisting men to go from any
<ne part of the Dominion to the other.
If men could not find work n Ontario
they could not find it in Manitoba, and
as there were free grant lands in all the
Provinces, it would hardly be wise to
commence moving round our people
from one part of the country to the
other.

MR. CAMPBELL said he considered
this Vote thrown away. It waa an
immense expenditure to support idle
men for no purpose whatever. Mani-
toba should not be poopled to the pre-

judice of the older Provinces. When
the Government did not provide
employment for our own people, they
ought not to bring out to this country
immigrants who, in great part, were
obliged to go to the United States to
obtain employment. The Mennonites,
a people who would not fight the
battles of the country, shou'd not be
encouraged to come hoee; and if
brought, they should not be placed on
the border, in the post of
honor. The whole system was
wrong. The Government would
not encourage our own industries;
they would do nothing for our people
who were starving. These immigrants
were deceived. It was no wonder
that the Government was falling into
contempt, even with the most illiterate
in the country. The people saw those
faets. The country was tired of the
Government which was composed of
tyrants, and contempti ble men. One of
his constituents, who had held an office
under this beautiful Reform Adminis-
tration, had recently resigned it.

Vote agreed to.

601. Immigration expenses, including
transport and Mennonites.........$110,000

MR. SCHULTZ said ho believed it
was proper to bring these Mennonites
to Manitoba, and he had supported
that vote from the first; but while the
Governmont expended so much money
to bring foreigners to the North-West,
it did not appear that any assistance
was given to the unemployed in
Canada, who were suffering great
hardships in our cities, to transport
them to that country.

Ma. CA RTWRIGHT said that would
have to ho put in a separate vote.

Ma. SCHULTZ said he could not
understand why a small portion of the
$110,000 could not be devoted to that
purpose.

MR. MACKENZIE said that it would
take about a quarter of a million
dollars to do that.

Ma. JONES said, though it would
involve an expenditure of $500,000, it
would be better to assist people at
home than to bring foreigners to the
country.
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Ma. SCHULTZ said that one-half of
the public, works of the west being car-
ried out by Government, it would be
well to assist some of the workingrnen
starving in our cities to Manitoba, and
to find them employment. lre they
had said to the Mennonites: "If you
will come to the country of the North-
West, the choicest portions of that
land shall be taken from Canada and
set apart for you; if you want money
to induce you to cone, we will lend you
money." Yet, while the Government
was willing to do all this for the people
of some other nation, for their own
countrymen, out of employment in
their own cities, they refused to give
any assistance whatever.

Vote ogreed to.

X.-PENSIONS.

rSamuel Waller, late
Clerk, Bouse of As-

62 sembly...... ...... $400 00
John Bright, Messenger,

House of Assembly... 80 00
I Mrs. Antrobus...... .. 800 00

New Militia Pensions.

f Mrs. Caroline McEachren and
tour clildren ...................

Rhoda Smith.....................
Janet Anderson............. ........
Margaret Mackenzie...... ........
Mary Ann Richey and one cnild,
Mary Morrisen .... ........
Louise Prud'homme and two

children ...... ................
Virginie Charron and four

children ..........................
Paul M. Robins.......................
Chartes T. Bell...... .... ...........
Alex. Oliphant................. .....
Charles Lugsden....................
Thomas Charters....................
Charles T. Robertson..............

| Percy G. Pouth......................
Richard S. King.... ....... .........
George A. Mackenzie..... ........
Edward Bilder......................

63 Fergus Scholfield...... .............
John Bradley..........................
James Bryan..........................

I Jacob Stubbs..........................
i Ensign W. Fahey....................

Mary Conners.............. .........
Mary Hodgins and three chil-

ren ......................
| John Martin ................

A. W. Stephenson...........--.
Mrs. J. Thorbure........ ...........
Mrs. P. T. Worthington and

children .................... ......
Mrs J. H. Elliott and children

1 Elen Kirkpatrick and three
children...........................

Mrs. George Prentice and
children..........................,

Mary Hannah Temple and chi Id
Ma. JoNEs.

$1,289 00

$238
110
110
80

288
80

110

150
14e0
73

109
91
91

110
4(0
400
73

146
73

109
109
73

200
110

191
110
110
150

378
130

266

40n
298

64. To meet the amount required
for Pensions to Veterans of
War of 1812... ............... 35,000 0')

65. Compensation to Pensioners in
lieu of land......................... 7,000 m0

Resolutions ordered to be reporteod.
louse resumed.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
Five minutes past

Three o'clock.

IIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 16th Apri, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at
Three o'elock.

PRAYERS.

CONTROVERTED ELECTION.

Ma. SPEAKER informed the Ilouse
that he had received a certified copy of
the judgment and decision of the Su-
preme Court of Canada, in the matter
of James Somerville et al (petitioner),
appellants, and the Hon. Rudolphe
Laflamme (defendant), respondent.

ADULTERATION OF FOOD BILL.

(fr. Archibald.)

FIRST READING.

Ma. ARCHIBALD introduced a Mi
(No. 76) to amend cap. 8, 37 Victoria,
entitled an Act to impose license duties
on the compounding of spirits, and Io
amend the Act entitled: an Act re-
specting inland revenue, to prevent the
adulteration of food, drink and drugs.
HRe said that in examining the Act of
1874, relating to the adulteration of
food, he found that while it provided
for those cases in which articles of food
had been adulterated, it did not pro-
vide for those in which substituteS
were sold as such articles of food. TIhis
difficulty existed in England regarding
the Act of 1872, upon which the one
Act of 1874, he believed, was chieflY
based; and in 1875 the Imperial Pa-
liament repealed all former Acts Conl-
cerning the adulteration of food, and
enacted a law relating to the sale et
food and drugs. One of its claiuses
met the case ho had mentioned. and
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this Bill simply imported into the Act
of 1874, and made part of the 23rd sec-
tion this clause of the English Act.
it was, doubtless, within the know-
!edge of the House that on this conti-
nen t of late years, an article which was
sold as a substitute for butter had been
manutactured to a greater or less
extent. It was known as oleo marga-
rine or butterine, and he was informed
that when properly made, it required
almost an expert to deteet the differ-
enc in appearance, at ail events, be-
tween the genuine article and the substi-
tute. This article had not been manufac-
tured to any large extent in Canada as
yet, although the manufacture of it
had grown to some considerable pro-
portions in the United States ; but its
manufacture was growing in Canada,
and it seemed to him that some steps
should be taken to prevent the impo-
bition of this article upon purchasers
as genuine butter. This substitute
in itself, he believed, was not deleteri-
ous, but it was no loss a fraud upon the
pockets of the consumers, inasmuch as
this was a cheapor article than butter,
and made from beef suet. The great
dairy State of New York had found the
evil so great that it was nocessary to
take some steps to guard and protect
not only the consumers, but also
the producers of butter. Accordingly,
last Session the Legislature of the
State passed an Act which compelled
the manufacturers of this article to
brand their packages distinctly with
the words " Oleo Margarine." He had
introduced the clause making this pro-
vision from the New York law into
this Bill, and he thought that the
Ho0use would agree with him
that no injustice would thus be
done to the manufacturer of the sub-
stitute, as it took away from him the
opportunity, as far as might be, of
palming it off on the public for an
article which it was not.

Bill read thefirst time.
BILLS ASSENTED TO.

A Message was received from His
.celXlency the Governor-General, de-

;iring the immediate attendance of the
House in the Senate Chamber.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker with the
oUse, Went to the Senate Chamber;
and being returned;

128

MR. SPEAKER reported, that the
House had, in accordance with a Mes-
sage from His Excellency the Governor-
General, attended His Excellency in
the Senate Chamber, and that His
Excellancy had been pleased to give,
in Her Majesty's name, the Royal
Assent to the following Bills, viz:-

An Act to reduce the capital stock of the
Merchaits' Bauk of Canada.

An Act to incorporate the Société de con-
struction Mutuelle under the name of the
Société de prêts et placements de Québec,
and for other purposes.

An Act to revive and amend the Act in-
corporating the Montreal and Champlain
Junction Railway.

An Act to extend to the Province of Prince
Edward Island the Railway Act, 1868, and
certain Acts amending the saine.

An Act to amend and consolidate, as
amended, the several Acts relating to the
Quebec Fire Assurance Company.

An Act respecting the Bank of Liver-
pool.

An Act to incorporate the Ontario Mutual
Lite Assurance Company.

An Act to authorize and coýnfirmi the
scheme of arrangement of the Canada South-
ern Railway Company.

An Act to authorize the National insur-
ance Company to reduce its Capital Stock,
and for other purposes.

An Act respecting the Northern Railway
Company of Canada.

An Act respecting the Grand Trunk Rail-
way Company of Canada.

An Act to amend the Post Office Act,
1875.

An Act to amend the Act incorporating
the Sydenham larbour Company.

At, Act respecting the Maritime Court of
Ontario.

An Act to incorporate the Regular Baptist
Foreign Missionary Society of Ontaro and
Quebec.

Au Act respecting the Montreal and City
of Ottawa Junction Riailway Company.

MALT DUTY BILL.

(Mr. Laurier.)

THIRP READING.

Order for third reading read.

MR. GIBBS (South Ontario) said
that before the motion for the third
reading was passed, he desired to make
an observation or two on the Bill, con-
cerning which he made some observa-
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tions when it was before the House on
one of the former stages. He conceiv-
ed that the system under which the
revenue was proposed to be collected
under this Act, was erroneous and one
that might be botter attained if another
principle were adopted. If the princi-
ple adopted in the United States were
put into force bere, in place of follow-
ing out the English* system in accord-
ance with this Bill, it would be far
better for all parties concerned, and
better in the interests of the Govern
ment and revenue of the country; and
ho thought that it would also be much
more advantageous to all those engaged
in the trade which was affected by
this Bill. He conceived that in
the interests of temperance, which it
was the duly of Parliament to encour-
age and foster as far was possible, it
would be botter if the revenue were
collected in another and entirelydiffer-
cnt way from that proposed under
this Bill. The system adopted on the
other side of the li ne, concorning which
he Lad not very long aga made some
enquiries, gave very general satisfac-
tion; and under it the duties were
easily collected, while its operations
were not so vexatious and annoying to
the parties engaged in the trado as the
mode for which this Bill provided.
There the duty imposed amounted to
the sum of $1 a barrel on the beer
which was consumed, and it was not
collected until it was sent out of the
country for consumption. A stamp
was placed on the barrel which
could not be used until the stamp
was effaced, and therefore, the duty
was collected as easily as the stamp
duties were by the procoss in vogue for
the collection of this portion of the
revenue. He considered that if the
American system was enforced here,
it would be found to be much better
adopted to the wants of the country,
while it would enable the revenue to
be collected more readily than was the
case at present. Although he did not
intend to ask for a discussion on this
Bill, ho thought that the sn bject was
one which might fairly attract the
attention of the Government, and if
a littie information on the subject
vas obtained, which could be readily

done, ho felt that the system in vogue
here would be abandoned at the earliest

MR. GIEBBS.

opportunity. The duties which were
imposed under this Bill were enorm-
ous, and he could not see why the
duties bore should be any higher than
they were on the other side of the line.
According to this Bill a duty of 2c. a
pound or 72c. a bushel was levied,
which imposed a tax on every barrel
of beer consuned in the country,
amounting to nearly $2 a barrel, as
between 2j or 3 bushels of malt were
used to each barrot of beer; whereas
the duty imposed on the other side
was only $1 a barrel. He had
previously made a general state-
ment to the effect that for the first
time the maltsters of this country were
now enabled to manufacture and ex-
port. He was met by a statement
from the hon. member for North Wel-
lington, who quoted from the trade
reports to show that during the past
seteral years a quantity of malt vary-
ing from 150,000 to 300,000 bushels
per annum had been manufactured in
this country and exported; and this
was received as evidence that a very
large business was done by Canadian
malsters. This was a statement to
to which ho confessed-although he
was aware of the fact at the
time-he did not suppose s>
much importance would have been
attached, as appeared to have been the
case with the hon. gentleman wh
made it. If it was supposed that
the quantity named by the hon. gentle-
man, taking the largest quantity, 300,-
000 bushels, into consideration, was
very considerable, he would only sa.y
that he made the statement advisedly
when he said that the whole of the
export of malt manufactured in
Canada by Dominion maltsters, and
exported, did not exceed, and, in fact,
was not equal to the amount of malt
manufactured by one of the large malt-
ing louses in the cities of New York,
Newark and Philadelphia, or in the
other large cities of the American,

Union. The whole quantity of the
malt manufactured in this country and
exported, in proportion to the amott
of barley raised in this country, was
little more than 2ý or 3 per cent.
at the most, and in any one year, it
had not exceeded 4 per cent. Under
the duties levied in the United States.
ho believed and hoped that the
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malsteis of this country would be en-
abled to export four or five times more
than they were able to do during any of
the years past; and he begged to con-
gratulate the hon. gentlemen on the
fiact that they had made the admission
that the legislation of Canada might
so affect the le-islation of the United
States, as to induce the latter country
to modify or revise their tariff. He
trusted tLat this admission would lead
to further changes in the tariff, and
that the effect it would produce upon
the legislation of the United States
might be all that bon. gentlemen
opposite expected to accomplish from.
this change, and which the people of
this country hoped to accomplish by a
tariff which we should like to see
adopted here, believing that it would
lead to the modification of the tariff
on the other side, in the direction
which the people of Canada generally
desired.

MR. ROCHESTER said his bon.
friend from South Ontario was not cor-
rect in stating that the law here was the
same as in England, because the duty
in England, if his memory served him
right, was 62c. on the bushel of 50bs.
Another difference was this: that the
Eiglish maltster's account ran for
three months, and at the expiration of
that time he got a note for three
inonths more. Now, in the Dominion
of Canada, as soon as the malt was
taken off the kiln and put in the dry
malt-house, the law demanded that that
malt should be paid for to the Inland
Revenue Department before a pound
ot it could be used by the brewer,
The English maltster, on the other
hand, could brew his malt and sell bis
beer before ho was called upon to pay
tax on malt. Then in the United
States there was a duty on beer þut
none on malt. When, therefore, an
American brewer converted bis malt
into beer, he might keep it for twelve
months or for tweive years, as the case

ligbt be, without paying any duty;
all he did was to put a stamp on te
barrel when he sold it. He knew many
brewers in Canada who were forced to
shut up their establishments because
they were compelled to pay a duty on
malt before they sold their beer. le
thought, therefore, when the Govern-

12s

ment took the matter into their hands
that they would have made sorne modi-
fication in the existing law. In Scot-
]and, Ireland, Germany, or the United
States, brewers were not so burdened
as in Canada, and ho thought iL was
not right that our brewers should be
treated as they were. He did not
know that he thoroughly understood
the proposed change, but ho believed
it was intended that the dutyshould be
altered from 2-½. to 2c. per lb., and
that the Inland ~Revenue Department
be charged with the collection of the
tax, instead of the Customs Depart-
ment.

MR. LAURIER said ho conceived
that the arguments made use of by the
hon. gentlemen who had just spoken,
did not apply so much to this parti-
cular Bill as to the general system.
Upon a question of this sort, as upon
many others, it was, ho thought, quite
impossible to satisfy everybody. The
hon. gentlemen who had spoken had
taken up separate grounds; and he
might state that the brewers of tIis
country were not agreed as to the
manner in which this duty should be
collected, some desiring that a tax
should be placed on malt, while others
wished a duty to be levied on beer. By
the English system a duty was col-
lected on malt, while in the United
States it was levied on beer. During
the short time he had been in the
Department lie had received strong
representations against a duty on malt,
but ho was bound to say that equally
strong representations were made
against removing the duty from malt
to beer. Several brewers stated that
it would be for the best interests of the
country if the American system was
adopted, while others expressed the
decided conviction that its adoption
would lead to enormous losses. When,
therefore, brewers themselves were
not agreed as to the best course to be
pursued, hon. gentlemen must admit
that without further knowledge the
Dopartment could not (o otherwise
than they were doing.

MR. MITCIIELL said the argument
put forward by the hon. member repre-
senting the Inland Revenue Dopart-
ment was a very weak one, because it
was the undoubted duty of the Govern-
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ment to find out vhat would be best
ior the interests of the country. What
might be good for the large brewers
imight not be benefieial for the small
brewers, and vice versd, but the Gov-
ernmont should be able to regulate for
the advantage of the country at large.
That the policy of the Administration
of Canada-he did not refer exclusively
to the present Governmnent--was a
wrong one, was sbown by the fact that
out of soventy-seven distillers who
formerly carried on business thore
were now only six.

Ma. YOUNG said the question which
had been mooted as to whether the ex-
cise duty should be levied on beer or on
malt was one of very considerable im-
portance. A few years ago the prac-
tice was to collect the duty from the
beer, and the result was that very
strong objections were urged against
it; just as many complaints were made
regarding it as there were with refer-
ence to thepresent system. He would
not refer to the objection which had
been raised by the Minister of Inland
Revenue, that the adoption of the
American system would probably lead
to the revenue being defrauded to a very
considerable extent, but he would point
out that under that system many
brewers would have to pay more than
their fair share of duty. He believed
he was correct in stating that the quan-
tity of malt used in making beer
wus from two to four pounds
to the gallon, the average quan-
tity, probably, being three pounds.
Taking that average, the amount of
duty at the present timo on a barrel of
beer of 32 gallons was $1.98. Now, in
the county of Waterloo a most excel-
lent article of beer, called lager, was
made, which contained a very
small quantity of alcohol, and
which, ho believed, c5ould be
made with about two pounds
of malt to the gallon. If, then, the
proposed tax on beer was carried out,
the brewers in Waterloo would have to
pay $1.98 per barre as duty on beer,
instead of $1.28 as they paid under the
present system on malt. A description
of boer liko lager, which contained
only a small percentage of alcohol, was
preferable and should be encouraged
more than a liquor which contained

Ma. MITCHELL.

more alcohol. However, while ho ad-
mitted that this vas a question well
worthy of the consideration of the
Department, he did not wish to pro-
nounce any dogmatic opinion upon it,
but it was a fact that the objections
raised against the present sysiem were
just as strongly urgcd against the
other when it was in existence. lie
desired to further state: that, if
people would drink-and it was a fact
that many did-he thought it better
that they should drink ber than
whiskey and other strong spirits,
which had a very pernicious effect;
and, as lie recognized the necessity to
obtain revenue from this quarter, he
though it would be botter to impose
more duty on whiskey and less on
beer.

Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD: And
yet the hon. gentleman voted with
the Government when we proposed
that the tax should rather be raised on
whiskey than on malt.

Mi. YO UNG: The revenue required
it.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Now, however, when a general elec-
tion is coming on, and because there
are a number of Germans in Waterloo
who like lager beer, lie proposes a re-
duction in the duty on beer.

Bill read the third time and passed.

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT 1876 AMEND-
MENT BILL.-[BILL No. 63.]

(Mr. Smith, Westmoreland.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the third time and passed.

DECK LOADS ACT AMENDMENJT BILL.
[BILL No. 62.]

(Mr. Smith, Westmoreland.)

THIRD RADING.

Bill read the third time and passed.

WINDING UP INSOLVENT INSURANCE
COMPANIES BILL.-[BILL No. 65.]

(Mr. Cartwright.)

THIRD READING.

Order for third reading read.
Ma CARTWRIGHT said that, in

accordanee with the understanding

(CU MMO-NS. ) -Business.



Winding up Insolvent Insurance [APRIL 16, 1878.]

arrived at, ho proposed to amend this
Bill by making provision for the
redovery of a proportional part of the
premiums paid on policies in cases
whore parties reinsured after the issue
of a writ of attachment, or the mak-
ing of an assignment, as suggested by
his hon. friend from Frontenac. His
hon. friend from South Bruce, to
whom, as the HousA knew, they were
indebted for the Bill, had been kind
enough to prepare for him an amend-
ment, which ho would submit when
they went into Committee. He
moved:-

I That the said order be discharged, and
the Bill re-comnitted to a Comnittee of the
Whole, with. an instruction that they have
power to amend Section 12, by inserting the
iollowing words after the word 'accrues':-
' or in case (whether or not any such loss
accrues) they have, after the issue of the
Writ of Attachmuent, or the making of the
assignment re-insured withoit the consent of
one of the Company, then'-

Motion agreed to.

(In the Committee.)

Ma. WHITE (North Renfrew) said,
whilst he was quite willing to admit
that the e!aim for insurance should not
take effect unless reinsurance was
effected after the issue of a writ of
attachment, yet he thought the claim
for insurance ought to commence fron
the time that the reinsurance was
effected. It did not seem to him that
there was any good reason why six
months' premium should be lost on a
policy. It might seem a small matter
In some cases, but in the case of steam
mills. in which the premium to be
paid amounted to 7 per cent., the loss
of six months' premium would be very
serious indeed to the owner. He ven-
tured to suggest that the claim for
insurance should take effect from the
tiune reinsurance was effected.

MR. BLAKE said the result would be
that everybody would reinsure at once.
Unless these policy holders who did
not reinsure were allowed to claim for
the whole time of the issue of the writ
of attachment, it would destroy what
the Banking and Commerce Committee
had decideJ was a fair compromise
between the respective interests of the
POlicy holders and the company. It was
probable that the policy holders gained

an advantage to a certain extent, as
the contract was altered rather in their
interest, although not unfairly altered,
by what was being doue; and, under
these circumstances, hedid not see how
it vas possible to adopt the suggestion
of his hon. friend from North Ronfrew.

MR. ROCHESTER said that if the
amendment of the hon. member for
Renfrew was carried, it would place
companies in a false position. The
policy holders were very well proteeted
as it was; the companies had got a
certain amount of subscribed stock,
and the Finance Minister, after the
official investigation, might order a
call to be made.

Ma. WHITE said lie should feel him.
self called upon to moe the amend-
ment ho had spoken of upon the third
reading.

Bill, as amendel, ordered to b
reported.

Ilouse resumed.
Bill reported.
Sta JOHN A. MACDONALD asked

that the third reading might be taken
at a subsequent period. The hon.
member for North Renfrew would re-
quire time to prepare his amendnent.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said h- had no
objection to complying with such a
request.

Ma. OUIMET said that after the
passing of the Bill insolvent insurance
companies would be wound up accord-
ing to the insolvency law. By this
law three inspectors were appointed to
control the winding up of the liquida-
tion of the estate of tho insolvent.
These three inspectors-or sometimes
there might only be one-were ap-
pointed by the creditors to watch over
their interest in the debtors' estate.
When a party became insolvent he had
scarcely any interest in the winding
up of lis concern, except inasmuch as
he was desirous that it should produce
50 cents in the dollar, so that ho might
have his discharge. The case of an in-
surance or joint stock company
whose subscribed stock was not
all paid was different; such a company
might be solvent, but the shareholders
seeing they could not carry on their
business properly might desire to
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liquidate. He would like to see some
provision made so that the sharehol-
dors might be enabled to have a cer-
tain control in the liquidation of the
company. ie would suggest that this
might b done in a very simply way,
without altering the Bill as it now
stood, by one of the three inspectors of
the estate being appointed by the
shareholders and two by the creditors.
This might be inserted as an addition-
al clause and would be for the benefit
of the shareliolders.

MR. BLAKE said that in the Insol-
vency Law, which the wisdon of Par-
liament had dovised, there was no pro-
vision for the interests peculiar to the
shareholders of the company, but the
shareholders or the company itself
would be heard before the Judge as a
party interested. IHe believed the in-
terests and feelings of the shareholders
would be to postpone the calls as long
as possible, while on the other hand
the creditors would require that the
estate should be wound up at once. By
making this arrangement with regard
to the inspectors they would have two
against one; they would have a house
divided against itself. He did not
believe there was the least practical
danger of any Judge or Assignee au-
thorizing a cali unless it was necessary,
and it would be inconveniont to intro
duce legislation specially to be applied
to the insolvency of insurance com-
panies. He thoughtitwould be better
for his hon. friend to leave the matter
until next year, when a proper wind-
up Act would come under considera-
tion.

NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY.

BESOLUTION PROPOSED.

House resolved itself in Committee
to considor the following RZesolution:-

That it is expedient that the Government
be authorized to subscribe the sum of £15,-
000 sterling of first nortgage bonds of the
Northern Railway of Canada, at the rate of
ninety per cent., in satisfaction of the stum of
£13,500 sterling, being balance remaining
due by the said Company to the Dominion of
Canada."

(In the Committee.)

Resolution ordered to be reported.
Resolution reported.

11R. OU'IMET.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT BILL.

[ILL No. 14.]

(Mr. Laflamme.)

Order for third reading, read.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD
moved :

" That the said Bill be re-cominitted to a
Committee of the Whole, with instructions
that they have power to strike out all that
part of the Bill, which refers to persons re-
ceiving Superannuation or retiring allow.
ances."

He said every British subject should
have a right to be elected to Parlia-
ment if the people chose him, so long
as ho was independent of the Crown
and could act as an independent repre-
sentative of the people. He saw no
reason why the people should not
choose a man who had been trained in
the public service and had proved
himself an honest, worthy man, nor
should there be any stigma thrown
upon those mon in declaring they
should not have the same privilege as
thoir fellow subjects, because they re-
ceived a reward for their long service
to the Crown. 'I his reward was not a
favour granted them, they had earned
it; it was. a freehold estate, an estate
for life which the Government could
not take from them. The hon. the
Minister of Justice had suggested that
under the Superannuation Act, any
civil officer siperannuated, could bc
recalled into the service. As a matter
of fact that was a dead letter, not a
single instance of this kind had been
suggested, and if ho were rccalled hc
forteited his seat and that was an end
of it. In England a special Act was
passed removing such disabilities.

Mr. LAFLAMME said a superan-
nuated officer could not be in-
dependent of the Crown since
the Governmont could, at any time,
force him to re-enter the service and
thereby lose bis seat, and perhaps gain
a majority. Again, superannuation was
supposed to be granted to a man who
was incompetent to further discharge
his duties, who had exhausted bis life
almost in the public service, and was
therefore unfit to sit in Parliament.
With respect to a Judge the case was
,still more delicate. A judge was entitled
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to obtain a pension after fifteen years
service, and it was then optional with
tbe Government to grant it or refuse it.
Many Judges of late had been appoint-
cd at forty years of age, and at the
age of fifty-five the Government might
arrange with the Judge to superan-
nuate him, and to use him as a candi-
date. The Government should not be
allowed to have such influence.

Mit. LANGEVIN said according to
the law a superannuated officer or pen-
sioned Judge might sit in Parliament
now, and no inconvenience had yet
arisen from it, in fact not one had
found his way here. It would be an
advantage to have a retired Judge in
Parliament, because he would be a
man of experience and learning and
who would be of great service in the
House.

Amendment negatived on a division.

Mit. OUIMET moved in amend
ment.

" That the Bill re committed to a Commit-
tee of the Whole, with an instruction that
they have power to amend the same by add-
ing toit the following clause: 'No member of
the Senate or of the House of Commons of
Canada shall be appointed to any office, com-
mission or employment, permanent or tem-
porary, in the Service of Canada, to which
any salarv, fee, wages, allowance or emolu-
intnL, or profit of any kind is attached,
iunless lie has ceased for six months previous

to hold a seat in the said Senate or flouse of
Coinmons of Canada.'"

Amendment
ing division

Baby,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Blake,
Blanchet,
Bourassa,
Bourbeau,
Bowell,
Brooks,
Cameron,
Campbell
Cos tigan,
Currier,
C ut i b,

Desj 4rd ms,
Dewdney,
Domville,
Donahue
Dugas,
Farrow,
Ferguson,

negatived on the follow-

YEs:

Messieurs

McDonald (Cape Bre-
ton),

Macmillan,
M cCallum,
McCarthy,
M cCraney,
McQuade,
Malouin,
Methot,
Mitchell,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Orton,
Ouimet,
Palmer,
Pinsonneault,
Platt,
Plumb,
Pope (Compton),
Robinson,
Robitaille,
Rochester,

Flesher,
Fraser,
Gibbs (Ontario,
Gill,
Harwood,
Horton,
Hurteau,
Jetté,
Jones (Leeds),
Kirkpatrick,
Langevin,
Lanthier,
Little,

Archibald,
Aylmer,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blain,
Borron,
Bowman,
Brouse,
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpee (St. J
Carmichael,
Cartwright
Casgrain,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Cockburn,
Coffin,
Colby,
Cook,
Davies,
Delorme,
De St. George
Devlin.
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fleming,
Forbes,
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Geoffrion,
Gibbs (South
Gibson,
Gillies,
Gilimor,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Guthrie,
Haddow,
Hagar,
Hall,
Higinbotham,
Horton,
Huntington,
Irving,
Jones (Halifa

Independence of

Kerr,
Kirk,
Laflamme,
Lajoin,
Landerkin,
Langlois,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (Kingston),
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto),
MacDonnell (Inver-

ness),
MlacKay (Cape Breton)
McKay (Colchester)
Mackenzie,
McGregor,
Mcinues,
MeIntyre,
McIsaac,
McNab,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Norris,
Oliver,
Patersoa,

S, Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Pouliot,
Ray,
Riebard,
Ross (East Durham),
Ross (West Middlesex),
Scatcherd,

Ontario) Scriver,
Sinclair,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Westmoreland)
Suider,
Taschereau,
Thompson (Haldi-

mand),
Trow,
Tupper,
Wallace (Albert)
Wood,
Yeo,
Young.-96.

MR. WALLACE (South
moved in amendment:-

Norfolk)

" That the said Bill be re-committed to a
Committee of the Whole, with an instruction
that they have power to amend the saine by
adding tO Section 5, the following word:
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Roscoe,
Roy,

North)Ryan,
Schultz,
Skinner,
Stephenson,
Thompson (Cariboo),
Wade,
Wallace (S. Norfolk),
White (East Hastings).
White (North Ren-

frew).
Wright (Ottawa),
Wright (Pontiac) .- 69.

NYS:
Messieurs
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' If any Minister of the Crown shall know-
ingiy be a party Lo any transaction whereby
under any of the provieions of thiis Act the
seat of any niember of the House of Com-
mons shall be voided, he, the said Minister,
shall void his seat and forfeit hie office, and
shall be disqualified for eeven years there-
after from being appointed to, or for holding
any office under the Crown."'

He said the Government was one party
to the transaction, and was just as
guilty as, and more so than the other
party, the bon. member, as Ministers
should know what the law -was.

MR. BLAKE: Will my hon. friend
tell me whother the Ministry commit-
ted a crime that appointed Mr. Dunkin
a jucige.

MR. POPE said that a crime wasnot
thon conimitted. What constituted a
crime was an infraction of the law ;
but no law was broken whcn Mr. Dun-
kin was appointed a judge.

MR. BLAKE: But his scat was
voided.

.MR. POPE said he would like to
know whether the hon. gentleman pro-
posed to carry out the law to what he
(Mr. Pope) considered its legitimate
results. lis complaint against hon.
gentlemen opposite was, that they had
continued to enter into these arrange-
ments and put their friends in a false
position; and ho thought that those
hon. gentlemen ought to suffer as well
as their friends.

S1RJOHN A. MACDONALD said an
hon. member could accept an office or
contract if ho left th e Ilouse; but if the
motion went a little further and declar-
ed that if any Minister of the Crown, a
party to a transaction by which a mem-
ber obtained an office or contract,should
allow this party, knowing that the
getting of this office, or the promise of
it or a contract, voided his seat-to ro-
main in the House, such a Minister
thus became a party to the transaction
and orght to be iemoved; this would
make it a crime on the part of the
Minister to allow such a party to sit in
the House, as much as it was a crime
for such member to sit in the House.
Thus, for instance, if any member had
the promise of a seat in the Senate, as
soon as prorogation took place, and ho
was allowed to sit in the -House, the
Minister who know this, and who,

Ma. WALLACE.

having made the promise, allowed
such a member to remain in the House,.
would be equally liable with the said
member. He understood that this was
the effect of the resolution of his hon-
friend, but as this resolution certainly
did not contain that provision, he,
therefore, thought that he for one
could not vote for it.

Amendment (Mr. Walace) negatived
on a division.

MR. BOWELL said it was quite evi-
dent that the House was not prepared
to accept so sweeping a resolution, as
that moved by his hon. friend from
North Norfolk, and ho would therefore
propose one in a more modified fori.
They had seen in the House in the past
when questions had arisen and motions
were made, which were supposed to
effect the seats of certain members, the
Government shelter themselves under
the plea that they were not liable to
any penalty on the ground that it was
only the person who accepted the work
from the Government or a Minister that
was affected by it; and that therefore
the person who so tempted a member
of Parliament was not guilty of any
act, whereby he either forfeited his
seat or was subjected to any penalty.
His view then and now was that the
porson who knowingly and wilfully
tempted a member of Parliament to
violate the law, and to accept either a
contract or agreement by which to put
public money into his pocket, against
the provisions of this Independence of
Parliament Act, was equally guilty
with the member who received such
work; and,therefore, he would propose
to make the Minister who offered such
contract or agreement to any member
subject to the same peralty as such
member. The tempter and the tempt-
ed should be treated alike. Within
these last few days an investigation
had taken place before the Public
Aecounts Committee; ho would not
enter into the details, but ho would
merely say that the Public Accounts
showed that a member of Parliament
bad, during the last year, received
from this Government between $30,000
and $4U,000 for supplies furnished to
the Government Departments. The
Government might say that they knew
nothing of this; bat it was in evidence
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that the contracts entered into were
sent down to the Qovernment for ap-
proval; and it would be futile and
nonsensical to say that this Govern-
ment or those members of it in whose
Departments these contracts were
given, did not know that the parties
who aceepted the contracts and ten-
dercd for them were mnembers of Par-
liament. Was it at ail likely that
members occupying positions of the
kind could hold independent positions
while they sat in the lHouse; and it
was equitable to declare that those
who temnpted them, and knew of their
entering into these contrauts, should be
pui.ished as well as those who took and
profited by them. ie therefore moved
in amcndment:

" That the said Bill be re-cominitted to a
Committee of the Whole, with an instruction
tlat they have power to amend the same, by
adding to section 5 the tollowing words:

"If any Minister of the Crown shall know-
ingly be a party to a contract or agreement,
whereby under the provisions of this Act the
seat of any member of the House of Com-
inons shall be vacated, the seat of the said
Minister shall thereby be also vacated, and
the said Minister shall become subject to the
penalties impo'sed by this section."

MR. BLAKE said that this amend-
ment was open to precisely the same
objection as that of the hon. member
for South Norfolk. It varied only in
Iis particular, that the penalty on the
Minister for not violating any law, and
for not doing that which the Bill per-
mitted, was not quite so severe as the
hon. member for South Norfolk pro-
posed to make it. Ie thought that it
involved disqualification for seven
years as to sitting in this House, but
how long a disqualification was fnot
proposed, he did not precisely know.
Thi8 motion was again based on a mis-
appreheision of the structure of this
Independence of Parliament Act, and
of ail preceding similar Acts. They
Were ail based on the theory that it
was legitimate to appoint a member of
Parliament to an office, and to make a
eontract with him and that he must
then cease to be a mem ber of Parlia-
ment. The seat must be annulled by
the acceptance of office or the inakiag
of a contract. If the House was dis."
Posed to alter the proposition and dis-
able a man while sitting he:e, and
until a certain period afterwards from

being a contractor or public officer
that was one thing, but the structure of
the Bill remainod sustained, by the
decision of the House, so that it
remained lawful to appoint a man to,
office or give him a contract while he
was a member; and this being so, it
was nonsensical to attach a penalty to>
a Minister ior doing an act which the
Bill did not prohibit and which it was
not the policy of the louse to pro-
hibit. The practical solution of
this question seemied to him to be
very plain, and to differ from the
lion. memnber's plan. Either a resolu-
tion or a Bill, or a clause, or an
understanding which, should make it
the duty of a Minister who had boei a
party to the disqualificatory act, to
give the requisite notice of that dis-
qualification, so that the member's seat
should be vacated, should be intro-
duced ; and it should also be the duty
of the Minister who made the disquali-
ficatory contract to announce that fact
to Parliament at the earliest possible
period afterwards, in case the seat
should not have been vacated befbre.
This was all that was necessary to guard
against the diffieulty, and make the
whole Bill harmonious. It was, how-
ever, just as impossible to sustain this
amendment as that of the hon. mem-
ber for South Norfolk.

Ma. WALLACE : I think we ough t
to go further and declare that a Minis-
ter who does not give such notice,
should void his seat.

Ma. BLAKE: You nay attachi what
penalty you please to the branch of
duty, but you may be quite sure that
sucli a clause will carry its own
results.

MR. IIAGGAR l': The difliculty
could be avoided by requiring the re-
signation of the seat beforo a member
could receive a contract.

Amendment (Mr. Bowell) negatived
on a division.

Bill read the third time and pass:d.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.

In lependence of [APRIL 16, 1878.]1
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After Recess.
WINf)IN'G UP INSOLVENT INSURANCE

COMPANIES BILL.-[BILL No 65.]

(Eir. Cartwright.)

THIRD READING.

Order for third reading read.

Ma. WHITE (Renfrew) moved:

" That the said Bill be re-committed to a
Conriittee of the Whole, with instructions
that they have power to amend the same, by
inserting after the word ' months,' in ine 8
-of' clause 12, the followiug words :-' froin
the tine such re-ineurance shall have been
effected."'

MR. KIRKPATRICK said ho hoped
the hon. the Finance Minister would
-be able to accept this amendment, be-
<-ause, as the law stood at present,
when re-insurance was in such cases
-effected. an insolvent company ceased
to be liable to pay the risk if it was
-allowed to retain the premium for the
period between the time that re insur-
.ance was effected, and six months
after it would run no risk. He saw
no reason why the Government shoild
insist on an insolvent insurance com-
pany being allowed to withhold a pre-
miums tilt six months after re-insur-
ence was effected.

Ma. BLAKE said ho had alroady
-endeavoured to explain the difficulty
4of going furfher than the hon. the
Finance Minister did go. In the first
place, the hon. gentleman said that an
insolvent insurance Company retained
possession of the premium for a por-
tion of time during which the risk no
longer existed. It was certainly true
that the risk no longer existed, be-
cause if an insurer re insured, the con-
tract between himselfand the insolvent
-company was at an end. The Govern-
ment proposed, in compliance with the
îrequest made, to allow a partial relief
in case of re-insurance, but wh it the
hon. gentleman proposed would place
an insolvent company at great disad-
vantage. The wholesome prac:ice of
insuring for short period risks was the
best safeguard the public could have.
le hoped legislation would put an end
to the three y'ears' system, because ho
believed that to have been the cause
-of a great proportion of the losses, and

Ma. HAGGART.

reckless trading of insurance com-
panies. The public had the remedy in
their own hands, and he did not think
it would be judicious to go further in
the meantime.

Motion negatived on a division,
Bill read the third time and passed.

SUPPLY.

House resolved itself into Committee
of Supply.

XI.-MILITIA.

ORDINARY.

66 Salaries of Military Branch and
District Staff........................... $28,600

Mr. BOWELL said he did not think
that much required to be said since the
new Minister had taken control of the
War Departmentof this country. He
had had the audacity in tie past to
criticise the manner in which the
volunteer militia of this country was
managed formerly; he regretted to say
there was little improvement at the
present time. Most of the reports
presented to the House by the Major
General had been of a character to
meet with the approval of volunteer
officers, to those who had watched
the progress of that force from its
inception. The Major General bad
shown a practical krowledge of the
wants of the volunteer force of this
country which had not been exceeded
by his predecessors. Still there were,
ho must confess, some strange sentences
ces and passages in this report. It
did seem to him that if the Major
General had directed his attention
more particularly to the Government,
and asked them to do that which he
had asked the independent members
of this House to do, he would be more
likely to accomplish the object ho had
in view. It was quite evident he was
a soldier, and not a civilian, or ho
never would have written this
passage:- 'I trust that some of the
many members of the Militia, who
represent constituencies in Parlia-
ment, may undertake to hold up their
voices in their behalf. I have often
felt how meagre is the support the
militia receives from those who
by practical experience of their
requirements, have it in their

[COMMONS.] Business.



Supply. 2043

power to make their cae clear before
the Legislature." This passage was
evidently one that the Major-General
could not have thought much over
when be wrote it, because ho must
have known, as everyone in the coun-
try knew, that independent members
of the House had, on previous occa-
sions, called the attention of the Gov-
ernment to what they conceived to be
defects in the management of the force,
and not only of this, but the preceding
Government; and it bad been a con-
stant source of regret to those who
took an interest in the volunteer force
that the suggestions which had been
made by the various commanders had
not been attended to. It had always
been the opinion of many in this House
that, the staff swallowed up a large
aniount of the appropriation, and that
a reduction ofthis item was desirable.
It was reduced to a certain extent last
year, and ho found the Major-General
said:-" We have twelve Deputy Ad-
jutant-Generals, oeu for each military
district, and eleven Brigade Majors, a
small reduction in the latter was made
two years ago, and the result has been
good instead of the reverse. With trifl-
ing exception the staff, as a whole, is
efficient, and some of them as good as
could possibly be desired." Ho (Mr.
lBowell) had no desire to find fault.
with the gentlemen composing the
staff; on the contrary he believed most
were efficient and faithfully discharged
their duties, but it would be in the re-
collection of hon. members that so long
ago as the passing of the Bill which
created these Brigade Majors, lie, with
others, took exception to this branch
of the staff, and ho never ceased to
believe that it would be just as efficient
without that branch. lie quoted this
as much in justification of what he had
been striving for during nine years as
anything elke. There was one of the
rost experienced officers in the King-
dom at the head of our volunteer force,
and two years ago ho recommended this
reduction, of the staff. A partial re-
duction had been made, and this had
resulted in more good than might have
been expected. There was another
passage, however, in reference to thia
staff, which seemed to be uncalled for.
In the 6th paragraph he said:

"I before suggested that the Brigade Staff
should be paii a consolidated allowance pro-

portioned to the anount they now receive,
nstead of being paid eight dollars per an-

num for each efficient conpany. It is hiardly
to be expected froin the inost conscientious
officer that lie will willingly bring to notice
and reconinîend the disbanidment of an
inefficient conpany at the priceof reduicing
his own incone. I an aware the present
systen bas this result--which bas a bad
effect and deters officers froi indepenlent
action."

He (Mr. Bowell) thought this was a
statement scarcely to be expected
from an officer holding so high a
position. It was a direct intimation
that the brigade majors, in order
to obtain these extra eight dollars,
hesitated to report those inefficient
who really were so. That was a reflec-
tion upon those officers, and lie thought
scarcely a reasonable one. Stili, ho was
bound to believe that the Major-Gen-
oral knew it to be a Eact, or ho would
not have placed it in his report. At all
events, it called for an investig-ttion on
his part and on the part of the Gov-
ernment; and, if it were found to be
true, then the sooner the brigade
majors were dispensed with the botter.
Ho had no desire to go through the
whole of this report, but ho would like
to ask the lion. Minister of Militia
whether it was the intention of the
Government to carry out the sugges-
tions made in that report ? For in-
stance, the Major-General had drawn
attention to military schools, in refer-
ence to which lie said very little or no
good had resulted fron their establish-
ment. le spoke of those particularly
in the Maritime Provinces, and called
the attention of the Government also
to the neglect of the city of Montreal
in rebuilding their drill shed. le said
the city had reccived $12,000 to aid
them in the erection of a drill shed,
which $12,000 they had kept to them-
solves, without carrying ont the agree-
ment; and he recommended that
the sum should be sued for and
collected from the city. That opened
up a very large question, and ho (Mr.
lBowell) thought it must be evident
that it was scarcely fair or equitable to
this section of the country, which
raised a large volunteer force, to ask
men to build armories and drill sheds
for themselves. The force was for the
benetit Of the whoI Dominion, and
the funds of the Dominion should be
used to construct sufficient drill sheds
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and armories, in which the clothing
and arms could be properly secured
and the mon properly drilled. He
knew that the voice of the country
would not justify them in maintaining
an active force in a country like ours,
but he thought that, from the experi-
ence of the past, they should adopt
some system permanent in its charac-
ter. The suggestions thrown out
in this report if adopted, might
add a little to the present ex-
penditure, but it would more
than repay the country by ensuring
an efficient forceo that would be useful
if required. That increased expendi-
ture might be met by striking out the
staff officers he had roferred to. The
Major-General also called attention to
the necessity of compelling those who
took no active interest in the militia
organization, who spent no time in
drill, and who only endeavoured to
turn the whole movement into ridi-
cule, to pay a capitation grant to-
wards the maintenance of these forces.
This was not a new idea, and he believed
that if this system was adopted, per-
haps it might be sufficient to impose it
at the present moment, but there was
a time when the imposition of such a
tax would have been acceptable and
would have been received by the coun-
try as a stop in the right direction.
As he did not desire to continue the
discussion on every item as it came
up, ho had made these general remarks,
and he would only repeat that the
staff at head-quarters might be reduc-
ed and the noney spent upon other
matters which would tend to the effi-
ciency of the force.

MR. DEVLIN said this was, perlaps,
a fitting time to call the attention of
the hon. Minister of Militia to the
want of an armoury in the City of
Montreal. He concurre I with the re-
marks of the lion. gentleman who had
just taken his seat, in roference to the
necessity he had pointed out to pro-
vide proper drill sheds and armouries
all over the country, and he should
like to know what steps the hon. Min-
ister of Militia bad taken to secure the
Montical volunteer force that accom-
modation for dilling which was abso-
lutely necessary, if the force was
to be Iept together. It was true,

MR. BOWELL.

as the hon. member for North
Hastings had stated, that the Gov-
ernment made a grant of $12,000
to the City of Montreal to assist in
erecting a suitable armoury for the
use of the volunteer force of that city,
and he (Mr. Devlin) was himself in the
Council at that time, and took an active
part in promoting that object. The
armoury was constructed, but a short
time after the roof fell in and the build-
ing became a ruin, and from that time
up to the present no step had been
taken on the part of the city to replace
the building or return the money
which the Government had granted for
that purpose. It was a matter of very
great importance to have a proper dril
shed erected in that city. He presumed
the hon. Minister of Militia knew very
well that the men who were members
of the force throughout the Dominion
could only devote their time to drill in
the eveni ngs. They were engaged
during the day in varions employments
which rendered it absolutely impossible
for them to devote the day to drilling
purposes. Therefore, if they had no
place to go to at night where they
could acquire that knowledge which
was absolutely essential, of course the
efficiency of the force must become
impaired. Not only that, but the
taste for volunteering was also eon-
siderably impaired. When volunteers
felt that interest was not taken in
them, and that they were left without
means for perfecting themselves in
military knowledge, they began to
think they were losing their time.
The corporation of Montreal had dealt
unjustly with the volunteer force. Thev
had kept possession of $12,000 which
the Governmnent had given as a
grant toward the construction of
this building, which money they
had kept since the destruction
of the former one. With the interest
added the sum would now amount to
$20,000, a sum amply sufficient to pro-
vide the necessary accommodation for
the volunteers of th-t city. Ie hoped
the hon. the Minister of Militia would
take immediate stops to oblige the
Corporation to return the money or to
construct the building. He wished to
make one remark with reference to the
statement made by the hon. member
for North lastings, in speaking of
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providing suitable places for the pro-
tervation of arms. which as ho (Mr.
Devlin) had already said, was abso-
iutely necessary, that he had read in
the Montreal papers that arms had
been lent by some volunteers in that
-city, and ho deprecated the praclice.
IIe (Mr. Devlin) agreed with the hon.
member that arms should not bo per-
nitted to leave the armories except for

inilitary purposes. le desired also to
say that the arms lent, on that occa-
sion, were simply half-a dozen for
à performance in one of the thea-
tres in the city. It had been the prac-
tice of regiments of volunteers, in
Montreal, to lend a few rifles on occa-
sions of that kind. On that occasion,
a very great deal of feeling had been
caused by mis-statements in public
newspapers. He trusted the Minister of
Militia would be able to inform them
that he had taken steps to place the
volunteer force in Montreal in a more
,efficient state than it Lad been for the
past ton years.

MR. JONES (Halifax) said it was
quite natural that the Major-General, in
discussing the position of the militia in
this country, should have made refer-
ence to members of this House. He
was aware, no doubt, that there were a
great many gentlemen in this House
who, for a long time, had held very
important conmands in the militia
servicu of the country, and ho natur-
ally thought that he had good reasons
to hope that these gentlemen, who
represented constituencies in Parlia-
ment, might undertake to say a good
word in carrying out some cf the
recommendations which ho had, year
after year, made on this subject. The
Major-General probably knew, as well
as members of this Hiouse, that the
expenditure for military purposes had
not been very popular in this country
for some time. Therefore, was this
reference made to hon. gentlemen that
they might aid the Government of the
day in carrying out the expenditure,
and in popularising, if possible, the
vote which the Governiment would
think necessary to ask for that purpose.
The hon. member for North Hastings
had referred to recommendations made
hy the Major-General on a previous
Occasion in favour of reducing the bri-

gade staff. That reduction had been
made to a considerable extent, as the
General had stated in his present
report, without in any way imparing
the effieiencv of the service. He was
not prepared to deny that there was a
great deal of force in what the hon.
member for North Hastings had said
with reference to a further reduction
of the staff. He had always thought
there was a large amount of money
expended on the staff, and was always
of opinion that the Militia force might
be managed with a snaller staff; but,
looking at the position elsewhere, ho
felt that it was not proper at the pres-
ent moment to make an important
reduction, until it could be seen
whether the position of affairs in the
near future would be similar to that
enjoyed in the past. On that point
ho did not differ much froi the hon.
member forNorth Hastings. The Lieu-
tenant-General had pointed out that
the amoun t which these Brigade Majors
reeeived for their officiai companies
was an objection to the system. It
ccrtainly was. It could hardly be ex-
pected that those men, receiving a
certain sum of money, could always
report as promptly as they should do,
if the company was not as effective as
it ought to be. The hon. member for
North Hastings had asked whether the
Government had taken any steps to
enquire into this, or whether the Gov-
ernment was aware ofit. The Govern-
ment could only be made aware of this
through the officers, through the
Deputy-Adjutant-General or military
staff of the district, and could hardly
otherwise be made aware of the fact,
whether a certain company was up to
its effective force, or whether the
Brigade-Major had reported the com-
pany as effective, when it was not
quite up to the standard. That sys-
tom had been formed in the old Provin-
ces, for the purpose of paying these
Brigade Majors accordirg to the duty
they performed. He did not mean to
say it was a good system; it was one
which might be very much improved.
With regard to Military schools
in the Maritime Provinces, ho
quite agreed with the Lieutenant-
General in his recommendations, and
means were now being taken and in-
formation obtained with a view to
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placing them in a different position.
.He believed they had not worked
as satisfactorily as had been expected.
With regard to the Montreal drill-shed
and the question of drill-sheds, the
system had been settled by previous
Governments. The system in provid-
ing drill-sheds was to divide the expen-
diture between the localities requiring
them and the Government of the Dom-
inion. Following up that principle,
the Government sone time ago, by an
arrangement with the corporation of
Montreal, gave them $12,000 towards
building a drill-shed in that city, and
also paid tbem $1,200 yearly rent.
That was continued until the roof fell
in. Since then the Skating Rink of
Montreal had been hired by the Gov-
einment for the use of the volunteer
militia. No doubt the position of
affairs in Montreal wvas extremely un-
satisfactory, and Le had deemed it Lis
duty, on taking charge of the Depart-
ment, to draw the attention of the Cor-
poration of Montreal to the position of
affairs, and insist on their returning
the moniey or provide the necessary
accommodation for drill and armoury
purposes. lie -was glad to say that
this question was now being considered
by the Corporation. The attention of
the Government had been drawn to
the fact that the Champ de Mars was
being used as a place of deposit for
rubbish, and that the fonces had been
allowed to go down, and that it had
been mado worthless for military pur-
poses. He bad called the attention of
ihe Corporation to that nso, and hoped
they would remedy it. The policy of
the laite Government had been
followed with regard to drill-sheds,
and if a change were desired it was
for Parliament to decide. With regard
to the condition of arms, no douLt
many arms belonging to the Dominion
had been distributed througbout this
country without that proper care which
ýwas necessary to keep them in a good
statoof preservation. The chief diffi-
culty had been to find proper persons
to take charge of them. The Govern-
ment had lately sent to England for
two first class armoury sergeants, who
were now on their way out, and would
arrive the coming weck or ton days.
le intended sending them about the
country to examine the different

MR. JONES.

armouries and sec thnt the arms were in
a good state of repair. The system of
distributing arms to independent com-
panies could not but result in what the
hon. gentleman pointed out. Man;y of
these having no armouries,the members
took the arms home, and they were
sometimes not taken proper care of.
It was the object of the Government to
consolidate the Militia as ruch as
possible. From his short experience,
he perceived that the system pursued
of having so many independent com-
panies throughout the country at a
distance from control and inspection
had not been satisfactory. It would
be much better to have a smaller and
better trained force, located in the
larger cities, towns and villages,
where they could be got at roadily.

MR.McNAB said he desired to subinit
to the notice of the Committee, and
more particularly to the attention of
the lion. Minister of Militia and the
Governmont, the case of an old militia
man who was enrolled in the militia of
1812. The case was one of considera-
ble interest to members of the militia
force, and worthy of the sympathy of
the House. The militiaman in ques-
tion was Angus B. McDougall, of the
Township of Lancaster, in the County
ofGlengarry, who was enrolled in 1812,
in one ofthe regiments of incorporated
militia of the then Province of Canada.
le served as a soldier faithfully for a
period of three years in the rank of
sergeant; Le was present in three or
four engagements, and in 1814 was
severely wounded in the arm. head and
shoulder, at the battle of Lundy's Lano.
He was discharged from the regiment
in 1815. About the time of Lis dis-
charge he was examined by the Board
of Examiners appointed for such cases,
and he was recommended to be placed
on the pension list, his wounds being
found to be such as rendered him una-
ble to do any service to support either
himself or Lis family. He drew a pen-
sion of $80 a year until 1819. At that
time, for some reason or other, bis
name was struek from the list, and ho
was consequently deprived of Lis pen-
sion. He made several attempts to
have his pension renewed, which were
inieffectual. le travelled to Toronto
to have an interview with the Gover-
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nor General of the day, who promised
to take bis case into consideration,
and led him to hope the pension
would be restored. However, for
some reason the case was overlooked
for a number of years. He then
underwent an examipation before the
surgeon ofthe regiment in which he
was enrolled, who certified that his
wounds were of such a character that
he was unable to perform manual la-
bour. Two years afterwards, by com-
mand of the Governor-General, a Medi-
cal Board was again appointed to
re-examine him-that was in 1837-
which Board recommended that Mr.
McDougall's name should be again
placed on the pension list; and he had
drawn from that period to the present,
the pension of $80 a year. That old,
gallant militiaman, who had been
wounded in the service of his country,
claimed he had a right to be paid
for the period between 1819 and 1837,
and his claim appeared to be a just and
equitable one. Mr. McDougall had made
soveral efforts to have his claim ro-
cognized, but men living in the country
districts were not in a position to ad-
vance their claims as successfully as
those living near the seat of Govern-
ment. It might be objected that Mr.
McDougall's claim was one which
should have been pressed against the
old Province of Canada, and not against
the Dominion ; and that objection migh t
undoubtedly have some lorce. But it
would be noticed that Mr. McDougall
urgently pressed his claim, tiiough un-
successfully; and the Province of Upper
Canada being now a part of the Domin-
ion, any just claims against it should
receive due recognition and considera-
tion, and although the claim was an
old one, that should be no bar te its
being paid, if a just one. He hoped,
therefore, the Minister of Militia would
give the case that careful attention
which it deserved, and satisfy Mr. Mc-
Dougall's claim; and should the Gov-
ernment not be able to pay him the
whole claim, he trusted that they
would deal with him fairly and equit
ably, and pay him, at least, a portion
of said claim.

Mi. JONES (Halifax) said the hon.
member had, no doubt, stated the case
fairly; but the difficulty of dealirig

with the case at the present time, was
obviously very great. Mr. McDougall
was struck from the pension list in
1819, and replaced in 1837. It ap-
peared, also, from the paper, that Mr.
McDougall had made several ineffectual
efforts to obtain airears of pay between
those years, from the old Province of
Canada. The Government of the
Province of Upper Canada refused
both in 1838 and 1845, to entertain
the proposa!. Of course, the case
might soem a hard one, but ho (Mr.
Joncs) did not perceive how the Gov-
ernment could entertain a claim at this
remote period, which was refused by
the Government of the day, althouglh
aware of the circumstances.

MR. KIRKPATRICK suid he was
glad to find that some stops wore being
taken to koep the exponsive and deli-
cato arms scattered overî the
country in the hands of volun-
teers in order. He was vory
much afraid that, if required, a groat
number of those arms would be found
to be so much damaged as to be utterly
useless. Efficient armourers should be
placed in the different districts to sec
that those arms weie kept in repair.
The inspecting officers too, often passed
over the arms without taking care to
sec that they were in good order, or
they simply withbeid the money with-
out seeing that it was expended to put
them in order. This money should be
expended under armourers. The hon.
gentleman told thom that armourers
were about to arrive in this country;
and he was entitled to a great deal of
credit for this step, which -was a step>
in the right direction.

Ma. BUNSTER regretted that no
appropriation was made for the crec-
tion of a drill-shed at Nanaimo, whero
one was urgently required ; whore
there were now 70 volunteers, a num-
ber which could be raised to 150, two
companies, if proper encouragement
was extended by the Departmont,
which was not at present the case.
The officer in command was only an
ensign, though admirably qualified for
his duties, and the best officer in
the Province, while there were a
major and captain at Victoria, and
also a captain at New Westminster.
They had also discharged naval officers
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at Nanaimo, who would drill the
volunteers for a very small remunera-
tion,

MR. JONES (Halifax) said that the
affairs of British Col umbia had received
the attention of the Department. The
Major-General recommended last year
that guns should be placed in position
at Point Macauley, for the protection of
Nanaimo ar.d Victoria 1 arbours. Ap-
plication had been made to the lin-
perial Government to have this done,
and they have every reason to suppose
that rifled guns would ho sent out for
this porpose. They were building a
magazine at this point, and repairing
the place where the stores were kept,
and had given instructions for the rais-
ing there of a battery of artillery.
They were doing everything they
could, consistent with the sum at their
disposai, to protect that part of the
coast. He confessed that the question
of placing a drill-shed at Nanaimo had
not engaged the attention of the
Department, but if the hon. gentleman
would show the necessity of it, ho
should be disposed to give the matter
favourable consideration.

Ma. CARON said that the question
of engaging armourers for the different
districts deserved the consideration of
the Government. He believed that
the artillery, cavalry and infantry
forces of the Dominion numbe:ed
about 25,000 men, and ho thought that
special attention bad been given to
the promotion of the artillery branch,
though it comprised only about 5,000
mon. "A" and "B "Batteries had been
establisbed, and artillery schools had
been opened. This was, no doubt a
very important branch, especially as
regarded Quebc, owing to its fortifi-
cations ; but, nevertheless ho consider-
ed that some more attention should
be paid to the infantry branch, of
which the bulk of the force was com-
posed.

Ma. DOMVILLE said that all the
various reports brought down by the
General in command pointed to the
advisability of having proper and
efficient forces, though, as the hon.
Minister of Militia said, it was very
difficult to - accomplish this with-
out a sufficient appropriation. The
hon. gentleman was a vast improve-

Mi R. BUNSTER.

ment on his predecessor. The hon.
gentleman evinced a desire to improve
the service generally, as could be seen
by his action regarding Wimbledon,
No doubt the hon. gentleman saw that
it would be difficult to make the service
effective unless judicious change was
made. The h'ni gentleman suggested
there should be a small and botter
trained force, and perhaps this was a
good idea, though then the question
arose as to where we would get a
large number of mon, if occasion re
quired them. To keep up the various
corps in the country properly, some
other inducement beyond the eight
days' drill should be given, the men
should have some esprit de corps, and
made, as far as possible, to feel like
real soldiors. The commanding
officer should take an interest in the
corps, and every inducement sbould be
held out to make the service popular.
They had oe cavalry corps in New
Brunswick, and as the men were
greatly scattered, there ought to be
some means furnished for bringing
them together-say for fifteen days'
drill at least, once in three years, if
not eftener. Very little inducement
existed at present to keep these
men together, though the corps
had never as yet been disbanded.
Last year ho had brouglht this point
up, but he was informed that this
was the course adopted through Canada.
le could understand that this would
do very well for cavalry corps in
Toronto. Thore the men lived near
each other, but in New Brunswick the
state of affairs was altogether different.
He thought greater satisfaction would
have been given if their military had
been employed in St. John at the time
of the great fire. The General himself
stated that the drills should extend to
a period of not less than 28 days. le
thought that an Infantry School should
be established in the Lower Provinces.
It was rather humiliating to find the
Lower Provinces censured in the re-
port for not being as efficient as they
should be in this relation, but the truth
was that sufficient inducement was not
held ont to make the service popular.
Captains might be given an allowance
to collect accoutrements after drill and
keep them together, for ho did nO
believe that armourers could be had
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everywhere. It would be impossible
to employ an armourer in connection
with this cavalry corps. Complaint
was made in the report about the loss
(fa few marquecs, etc., in connection
with the great fire ; but he thought the
country should be able to bear
this loss, without having such
particular notice taken of the fact.
le mentioned this because the Corpor-
ation of St. John was called upon to

pay for certain tent poles, mallets and
other articles which were really
handed over to the Relief Committee,
in whose possession they were now, or,
at least, ought to be. Though the
volunteers of New Brunswick were not
so well up in drill, yet the corps were
well commandedespecially the cavalry,
who were praised by so distinguished
an officer as the Lieutenant-G4eneral.
H hoped the Opposition would be
able next year, though on a different
side of the House, to accord the Min-
ister of Militia some praise for the
present efficiency of the forces.

u. BLANCHET thought the Min-
ister of Militia must be congratulated
on his accession to such an important
Department, and he thought the
country must be congratulated on the
defence of Canada being entrusted to
the hon. member, whose manliness,
military air and degagé, convinced all
that this Department vas in proper
hands. The people of this country
were not very favourable to a standing
army, though they were all pleased to
see grand reviews and other miiitary
)ectacles-because our resources did

not allow of our keeping a large
number of men on a permanent foot-
ing. The eminent officer who came to
this country a few years ago had ascer-
tained, as far as possible, our require-
ments, and had made recommendations
which, if carried out, would enable us
to have a force ready for any emer-
gencies. There were some corps in
this country, principally in the fortified
lowns like Quebec and Kingston, which

Were on a very efficient footing, and he
'Vould merely allude, therefore, to the
aifantry, whieh was the most impor-
tant branch of the service and the
m1o0st difficult to maintain. if the re-
Žornmmendation of the Major-General

Were carried out, if military schools
129

and ar>mouries were established, good
staff officers appointed, and a proper
number of days set aside for drill, the
infantry would be made really efficient
-eight days' or twelve days' drill, per
year, were not sufficient. He thought,
also, ammunition should be supplied to
rifle clubs at cost price; he- did not
suppose the Government desired to
make a profit out of this ammuni-
tion.

MR. FLESHER said hisfirm convic-
tion was that it would be unwise, if the
esprit de corps of the force was to be
maintained, to make such changes as
would allow them to remain for one or
two years undrilled. Ie was glad to
bear that it was the intention of the
Govern ment to send armourers around,
because, from his own personal know-
ledge, he could say that nearly 10 per
cent. of the arms were at the present
time rendered useless, especially in
rural districts where there were no per-
sons skilled in arms to inspoet them.
In these districts it frequently hap-
pened that persons who wished to be-
come expert shots secretly made
alterations in their rifles, which fre-
quendy damaged ther, and a very
large proportion also were destroyed
by oxidization in consequence of there
not being a suitable armoury or well-
warmed apartment in which to store
them. In bis own neighbourhood ho
had found it necessary to bauild a com-
partment above the level of the
ground, and, by introducing double
floors, render it warmer than the
majority ofarmouries in this Dominion.
Then, until recently, there had been a
conflict between the standing rules and
orders and the statutory rules as to
how companies could be called
out to aid the civil power.
That, however, had been amended by
a recent Order in Council, but there
was still a difficulty as to how they
should be paid when called out in any
locality. The word " locality," as
mentioned in the Act, was of very
vague significance. Ho (Mr. Flesher)
was with his company called ont last
Fail, in anticipation of a riot, to a place
which happened to be without the
town line. Application was made to
the county for pay, but it was refused,
and on the town authorities being
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applied to, be was referred back to th4
county. This was not, perhaps,
matter of grave moment, but it migh
be found in a case of emergency thai
the militia would possibly display con
siderable reluctance to respond to a
call if they were not certain of being
paid. le hoped the hon. Minister o-
iMilitia would more clearly defline
whether the word " locality " meani
township or county.

MR. JONES (Halifax) said that as
the hon. member for Bellechasse doubt.
less knew, it was difficult for any one in
charge ol a Department like that of the
Militia, to deal with all the branches of
the service with the limited means at
his disposal. No doubt it would be a
great advantage to bave a training
school for the infantry, but that would
entail considerable expense. At
present there were schools of gunnery
at Quebec and Kingston, where young
men might receive such education
in infantry tacties as would
qualify them to be infantry officers.
He confessed it was fnot desirable that
the two offices should be mixed up, but
at the present Lime the Government
had not sufficient funds at their dis-
posal to establish separate schools.
With regyard to the division of the
forces, they must, of course, be largely
influenced by the Goneral commanding
them. If his hon. friend looked at the
reports of the Lieut.-General accurately
lie would find certain propositions were
laid down that it was necessary, in
certain places, to utilize the forts
already in existence. He would also
tind that great stress was laid by the
Lieutenant-General on the necessity
lor increased fortifications at Quebec
and Kingston, The Government had
taken some steps to supply the defi-
ciency at Quebec, and had ordered one
battery there, with two infantry com-
panies, and intended to give a company
to Lévis to man the forts on that side
of the river. His hon. friend would be
aware also that Sir William Pallister
lately offered some rifle-cannon for the
fortifications of Quebec, which were
accepted, and were now on their way
out. Since then, Sir William Pallister
had been kind enough to make another
offer of a ten-inch gun for Nanaimo,
but, considering that skilled men were

Ma. FLESHER.

required to work at it, and that each
i time it was fired it would cost $40, it
t was deemed advisable to place it at
t Quebec, where it might be of service
- in case of need. Orders had lately

been given for the raising of two coi-
panies in Manitoba. Offers to raise

fr companies were being received every
day, but only those were accepted at

t places where, from a strategical point
of view, they were corisidered neces-
sary. With reference to ammunition,
ho might mention that the rule of the
Department had been to sell it con-
siderably below cost to volunteers
requiring it. Ammunition for the

. Snider Enfield rifle, which cost $21.12
per thousand, had been sold at $i;,
without the boxes, which cost $2 each.
That would be about three dollars per
thousand less than they cost the De-
partment; and the volunteers obtained
them at this reduction, for rifle pur-
poses, because the Government were
anxious to encourage the use of fire-
arms in that way.

MR. BLANCHET thouglit it would
be well to have a detachment of artil-
lery at Quebec, because it was neces-
sary that the forts should be kept in
repair.

MR. JONES said they proposed at
an early date to raise a battery at
Levis.

MR. LANGEVIN said ho was not
surprised at his hon. friend from Belle-
chase (Mr. Blanchet) wishing to sec
the guns at Quebec; but he (Mr. Lau-
gevin) thought there were also other
places that ought not to be forgotten.
,He hoped that Esquimault Harboul
had not been forgotten, for, although ii
was a place very far from Ottawa, the
people of British Columbia were under
the same rule, and had the same riglt
to the protection of the Dominion. 11e
was thankful to the hon. the Minister
of Militia for the readiness with which
ho had attended to his remarks with
regard to the rules and regulations for
the Dominion Cadets. But the change
made in the rules had not been adver-
tisod except in the Qifcial Gazette.
which was read by very few people.
It should be published in all the papers,
irrespective of party, so that the youinig
men would be made aware of the
change. If he was rightly inforied1.
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it was intended there should be two
cadets from each district. Would it
not be well to insist that each of those
staff officers should furnish two cadets
from his district ? He hoped the hon.
the Minister of Militia would take
measures to make the College acces-
sible to all sections.

MR. PLUMB said he would be glad
to hear from the hon. the Minister of
Militia wbether he intended to provide
camps, and whether one would be held
at Niagara. He also suggested that
the sum of $1,00O be set aside out of
the amount appropriated for repairs to
be used on the barracks at Niagara, to
prevent them from falling into ruin.
The remarks of the hon. member for
Charlevoix respecting the desirability
of obtaining French Canadian cadets
in the Kingston College, were well put
and worthy of being attended to.

MR. BOWELL said lie was strongly
in favour of company drill, which was
of the greatest importance. It was
true that commanding officers and
members of the staff desired battalion,
brigade and division drill, but raw
companies should bo first thoroughly
drilled at headquarters, and then their
movement in masses was a compara-
tively easy matter if the officers
knew their duties. College educa-
tion was highly important, and
those succeeded best in life who
had it, whiie those who lacked it
worked at a great disadvantage. He
Was surprised to hear any one in this
louse declare that a young man well
educated, whether in a Military Col-
lege, or in any other school, was
untitted for any position save that of a
gentleman. The very fact that General
Grant had managed successfully, first
a tannery and thon an army, was the
best evidence that a man who was
educated was fitted for any employ-
ment. He did not attach averygreat
deal of importance to that recommen-
dation of the Adjutant-General, that
there should be a iiew muster or a re-
ensli.trnent of the militia; but, he

Ied to know whether this was
ittended. The suggestion, however,
that our guns, which numbered some
300 or 400, should be rifled in this
couftry, was admirable and should be

1291

carried into effect. Mr. Pallister had
p ointed out that this could be done.
t would also have the advantage of

giving additional employment, and it
would save a great deal of experise that
would be incurred if they were sent to
England. No doubt it would receive
the serious consideration of the Gov-
ernment.

Ma. JONES said that they did not
propose to drill the men in camp this
season. The samo plan as last year-
company drill at headquarters for
twelve days would be followed. If they
could afford the expense, he thought
that the drill should all be performed
at battalion headquarters. As to the
fuel question at Kingston and Quebec,
this would engage the attention of the
Department. They had tried two fur-
naces at Quebec during last winter:
and they could now learn what saving
had been effected. A large number of
rooms and casemates had to be beated
there; but he would admit that the
item seemed large. They were en-
deavouring, however, to reduce it;
and if the present scheme was not
successful, they must try something
else. They had transmitted the
representation concerning the state
of the barracks at Niagara, to the
military authorities in the District;
and would act on their report. They
were also obliged to heat the quarters
at Lévis, and keep them from becoming
damp and mouldy. The Government
had been extremely anxious to meet the
representations of the hon. member
for Charlevoix concurring the rales for
the admission of the students into the
Military College; and these had been
altered to conform to the hon. gentle-
man's views. It appeared to him that
the proposition to print these rules in
tbe newspapers would involve a very
heavy expense, and, instead, it was de-
cided to print them in French and Eng-
lish and distribute among the schools
and colleges of the Dominion. This
could be done without much expense,
and afterwards, if n.3cessary, they
could be published in the Press. The
college was equally open to English
and French-speaking Canadians, and it
was not the fault of the Government if
the number of French Canadian cadets
was not larger:
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Ma. LANGEVIN said that lie
thought it would be desirable to pub
lish the advertisement in question in
the leading newspapers, by which
it would reach every part of the Pro-
vince.

IMR. JONES said that ihe establish-
ment of this college lad been con-
sidered necessary in the public interest,
and for Imperial considerations rather
than to serve for our own defence at
the time. We had to puy a certain
deference to the British Government
in all these matters; and he bad always
felt that the amount we paid annually
for military purposes was more to
ishow the Home Government our will-
ingness, as far as possible, to take
upon ourselves a fair share of our own
defence, than for any other purpose.
He thought we should have in our
midst a class of young men or officers
who would, in the case of certain
eventualities, be found useful in the
public interest or service. If noces-
sity arose, no do-ibt, the young men
educated in our college would be
found to be as useful as the American
West Point Cadets were when occasion
presented which required their services.
No doubt there was a great deal of
difficulty as to low these young mon
might be utilized. It was of great
importance that young men going to
a college of this kind should have
opened to thom some useful career.
With that objeet application had been
made to the British Government to
ascertain under what circumstances
two or three commissions might be
placed at the disposal of the Depart-
ment, for such cadets as might pass
with the highest honours. It was also
proposed to give those cadets who
passed through the college, the first

laim for such positions in the Civil
Service of Canada as they might b
qualified for. They might, for instance,
be utilized as engineers.

Ma. MITCHELL: There are too
many engineers already.

Ma. BLANCHET: Not at al].

Ma. JONES said there were not too
many good engineers. The hon. mem-
ber for North liastings desired to know
what would be the policy of the Gov-
ernment with reference to the enroll-

Ma. JONES.

ment of the militia. The hon.gentle-
man was nio doubt awaro that the mili-
tia were enrolled in 1t75. Previous to
that time thoy were enrolled every
econd year at an expenditure of about

$50,000, but as it was considered un-
necessary to enroll them so frequently,
a law was passed in 1675 under which
the next enrollment was postponed
until 1880-the year of the census-
after which they would Le enrolled
every five years. The hon.gentleman
would find, on referring to page 19 of
the Major-General's report, that
Sir Willham Pallister when ho stated
after consultation with a firm in Mon-
treat, that the guns referred to could
be altered on the spot at much less
expense than would be paid for guns of
the same calibre imported from En,,-
land. By an agreement with that firm
in Montreal, the Govern ment
undertook to bear the expense
of altering one of the guns.

Ma. MITCHELL said he was in-
structed to ask what security regi.
mental paymasters gave. He wished
to know whether " dummies " were not
put up and the money pocketed by
the officers ; and whether it was not
known that in many cases the mus-
ketry returns were not bogus ones.

MR. JONES said, if the person who
communicated that information to the
hon. member for Northumberland, was
a good citizen, he would have placed
himself in communication with the
Department, so that the matter might
receive an immediate investigation.

MR. BUNSTER said he considered
it most unfair that the guns intended
by Sir William Pallister to be given tO
Nanaimo should be sent to Quebec.

Ma. MACDONALD (Cape Breton)
thought it was desirable that paid
adjutants and sergeant-majors shoald
be attached to each regiment.

Ma. JONES said it would, no doubt
be a great advantage to have a paid
adjutant and sergeant attached to each
corps, but that would necessarilY 10-

volve a much larger expense than it
would be, at present, wise to appo-
priate.

Ma. SCHULTZ said he had One or
two suggestions to offer with reference
to the militia force in that part Of
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Canada from which he came. It was
well known that at the present time
there existed, particularly in the
Western States of the Union, a large
class of that element from which
Fenian organizations had sprung, and
there was nothing to preventthese
ruffians from coming to Manitoba and
seizing the arms stored there. There
were, it was true, volunteer and mili-
tia forces in Manitoba, maintained at
very considerable expense ; but
they were not concentrated, and
in winter it would be perfectly
easy for a body of Fenians to collect in
the city of St. Paul and do serions mis-
chief in Manitoba. He was of opinion,
looking also to the serious state of
affairs which existed in the North-
West at the present time, that a stand-
ing force was required. There were
just now on our soil a large number of
those Indians whom the Anericans
characterized as " Hostile Sioux,"
whose cavalry had been able to route
an equal number of the finest cavalry
of the United States. Itwas rumoured,
and ho was inclined to believe the
rumour, that the Sioux had entered
into an alliance with the Blackfoot In-
dians. Now, although that alliance
might have no immediate results, it
might still become an element of dan-
ger, especially after the ill-advised act
of the Government in asking American
Commissioners to vis;t the Sioux in
our territory. There vas a standing
offer on the part of the American Gov-
erniment to every hostile Indian, or a
member of a hostile band, that if he
would give up his arms be would be
elothed and fed and be perfectly safe,
s0 it was evident if these Sioux would
not accept such an offer while in the
'United States they would not likely go
back from our territory. It was 1m-
lortant that they should possess a good
force mu this Province, and he sincerely
trusted that the hon. Minister of Mili-
tia w ould take the matter into his con-
sideration and make enquiries for him-
self in regard to it. The combination
'hich he feared had taken place be-
tween the Sioux and the Blackfeet,
rendered such provision all the more
necessary.

31 R. THOMPSON (Iialdimand)
asiked whether the twelve days train-

ing would be battalion or company
drill. He thought battalion drill would
be preferable.

Ma. JONES said that where it could
be carried out with much expense in
moving the men it would be battalion
drill at headquarters.

Ma. THOMPSON said the mon only
received 50c. per day last year, and
this was insufficient for their expenses.
lie hoped a further allowance would
be made this year.

Ma. PLUMB said that, with regard
to the heating of armouries, a new
patent had lately been introduced for
heating whole towns by steam, to be
laid on in the same way as the gas was
at present. He thought this would
supersede any existing system; and,
theretore, in any new drill-sheds or
armouries that the Government
erected, they should take this scheme
into consideration, and have the build-
ings so constructed that the new pro-
cess of heating might be easily applied.
As to the yearly drills, Niagara was
certainly a good camping ground, and
last year the corporation sank artesian
wells and put themselves to other ex-
pense for the convenience of the camp,

Ma. BUNSTER said ho wished to
ask whether it was the intention of the
Government to reorganize the British
Columbia artillery or not ?

Ma. JONES: We have to take that
into consideration.

SiR JOHNA. MAUDONALD: With
respect to this first item, I would be
glad to know whether the Department
intend to make any further reduction
of the staff? .

Ma. JONES said they had not de-
cided upon any further reduction. H1e
thought it might be beld, from what
had been said in the course of the dis-
cussion upon these items, that a further
reduction might bo made without on-
dangering the efficiency of the service,
but ho was of a different opinion. But
all these things would be carefully
considered; at present the Department
had no fixed determination in the
matter.

SiRa JOH1 A. MACDONALD said
there was another point to which he
wished to call attention. They took an
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old officer and appointed him to a post
as district adjutant-general. The office
was a sinocure for life, and the man
felt that he need not exert himself. In
England that system was completely
altered; every staff officer was changed
every five years, as it was sup-
posed that in that period he would
have become somewhat rusty. Undor
the present system all the3e adjutant-
generals would have to be replaced in
the event of war; not one of them
would be of the slightest use.

MR. JONES said he had long felt
that some change was necossary in this
respect, or somo of these old gentle-
men would have vested rights, and go
on for half a century.

XMR. KIRKPATRICK said that this
matter was spoken of by the right hon.
gentleman (Sir John A. Macdonald)
two years ago, and yet no stops had
been taken to provide a remedy.

MR. HIGINBOTHAM said he
wished briefly to call attention to the
extraordinary statement made by the
hon. member for Northumberland
(Mr. Mitchell), ard he might state
that that gentleman did not express
the views of his.own constituency, or
of the people of New Brunswick, with
reference to the volunteers. The
people of that Province were much in
favour of the movemcnt, and would be
glad to assist it.

MR. MITCHELL said ho did not
know what the experience of the last
speaker might be in Ontario, but in
his (Mr. Mitchell's) section of the
Dominion, ho found no such enthusi-
asm for squandering money on mili-
tary displays.

Vote agreed to.

67. Salaries of Brigade Majors.. ........
68. Allowance for Drill Instruction...

Ammunition. . $40,000
69. Clothing............... 50,000

Military Stores ......... 40,000

70. Public Armouries and care of
arms, including Storekeepers
and Caretakers, Storemen and
the rents, fuel and light of Pub-
lic Armouries .,....... ...............

71. Drill pay and all other incidental
expenses cnrnected with the
Drill and training of the Mi-
litia ....... , ...... ................ .....

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD.

$20,000
40,000

130,000

52,000

155,000

72. Contingencies and general sr-
vice, not otherwise provided
for, includingassistance to Ar-
tillery and Rifle Associations
and Bands of efficient Corps.....

73. Drill Sheds and Rifle Ranges ....--

Extraordinary.

74. Care and maintenance of Military
Properties transferred from
the Ordnance and Imperial
Government, including rents....

Special.

75. Military College...................

50,000
10,000

10,000

50,000

MR. JONES (Halifax) said, with re-
ference to clothing imported from
England, that it was far superior to
that made in Canada. Two pairs of
the imported trowsers were equal to
three of Canadian mako. The tunics
were also better made and of botter
material, in fact superior in every way.
They were the same as were supplied
to the Service. It was also impossible
to obtain the clothing in Canada of a
uniform shade. The English tunie cost
$4.00 and lasted four years, while the
Canadian tunic cost $3.60 and lasted
three years.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
steps should be taken to have permis.
mission given to the students at King-
ston, to compote for commissions in
Her Majesty's Service. Here was a
Military College provided without any
expense to the Imperial Government,
the standard of which was as high as
the Imperial College, and no doubt
Her Majesty's Government would Le
glad to avail themselves of the services
of these young men, trained to fight
the battles of the Empire.

MR. JONES said, no doubt the peo-
ple of Canada considered they should
have the first claim on the services of
these young men, in the event of their
services being required. They might
not be satisfied that this Dominion
should educate men for the Imperial
Service.

MR. MITCHELL said when the
qualification of masters and mates waS
established in Canada, the English
authorities showed great objection to
recognizing these qualifications, and it
was only after two or three years they

(COMMONS.] SuMpply.
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understood the fact that there were as
nany able men in Canada as in Eng-
land.

Vote agreed to.

7. Pay, Maintenance and Equip-
ment of "A" and " B" Bat-
teries Garrison Artillery and
Schools of Gunnery at King-
ston and Quebec.................. 115,000 00

Resolutions ordered to be reported.

House resumed.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
Fitty minutes before

One o'clock.

IIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesda7y, 17th April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at
Three o'clock.

PRAYERP.

THE GOVERNOR GENER&L S REPLY TO
THE ADDRESS OF BOTIH HOUSES.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: I beg to pre-
sent to the House the reply of His
Excellency the Governor General to
the Joint Address of both Houses.

The CLERK read the reply, which
was as follows:-

ionourable Gentlemen:

It is difficult for nie to find befitting words in
which to thank you for the signal and unpre-
cedented honour which has been conferred
uo me by this Joiut Address from your two

ou ses.

Regarding as I do the utterances of Par-
liament as the most august and authoritative
expression of the popular sentiment, it affords
nie unmeasured satisfaction to be thus as-
sured of the confidence and esteem of the in-
habitants of the Dominion.

To win the good will of a nation is the
greatest achievement open to human ambi-
tion, ai to learri from you that I hold a

l n the affections of the people of Canada
e ae the bighest triumph and thegreatest

pleasure I am ever likely to enjoy.

It would not become me to inquire how far
this result is to be attributed rather to your
own generosity than to any exertions upon
my% part. It is a happy principle rooted in
t'e nature of Englishmen of ail estates to
content themsel ves with the simple discharze

of those duties which lie to their hand, with-
out considering too curiously to what degree
their conduct may influence the personal
estimation in which they are held by others,
and thcir reward, whien it arrives, is often as
great a surprise as it is a satisfaction. Ail
that I can say is that, from the moment I
cause amongst you, I have had but one
thought-the desire to render faithful service
to our Queen, to the Empire, and to Canada.

If there are no positive ad vantages to which
I can point as having resulted froni my ad-
ministration, there is one boast I can fairly
make. No act or word of mine bas had a
tendency to damp your personal devotion to
the Crown, to discourage your attachuient to
the Empire, or to discredit the system of
Constitutional Government under which you
live.

I found you a loyal people, and I leave you
the truest-hearted subjects in Her Majesty's
Dominions. I found you proud of your de-
scent and anxions to maintain your connec-
tion with the Mother Country; I leave you
more convinced than ever of the solicitude
of Great Britain to reciprocate your affection,
of her dependence on your fidelity in every
emergency. I found vou nien of various
nationalities -of English, French, Irish,
Scotch and German descent, working out the
problems of Constitutional Government with
admirable success ; I leave you with even a
deeper conviction in your minds that the due
application of the principles of Parliamentary
Government is capable of resolving every
political difliculty, and of coutrolhng the
gravest Ministerial crises, to the satisfaction
of the people at large, and of their leaders
and representatives of every shade of opinion.

When I resigrn the temporary Vice-royalty
with which I have been invested into the
hands of my Sovereign, I shall be able to
assure her that not a leaf has fallen from lier
Maple Chaplet, that the lustre of no jewel in
her transatlantic diadem has been dimned.

Thanks to the opportunities afforded me
by the liberality of Parliament, I have been
enabled to traverse the fertile regions of your
North-West, to appreciate your inexhaustible
resources, and to scan the vast expanse of
your territories from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. The speeches to which you refer in
such tlhttering terms have been but the
natural, the irresistible exclamations evoked
by the sights I have beheld.

Closely associated with me in the discharge
of ail m;y duties lias been the Lady to whon
your Address refers in so kind a manner.
Moving amid a society, where the proverbial
gallantry of Frenchmen combines with
English and Celtic chivalry to create in
every Canadian home an atmosphere o
purity and refinement, she naturally regards
the six years she has pasoed amongyst you as
one of the happiest periods of her life, and I
am commissioned to convey to you ler
warmest than ks for the good wishes you have
expressed in her regard.
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In conclusion, allow me to assure you that
Ishall esteem it one of the reatest privileges
of my future life to watch tbe progressive de-
'velopment of your rosperity, to advocate
your interests n the Iritieh Parliament, and
to, confirin our lè' Jow-couintrymen at borne in
their conviction of the high degree to which
Canada is des§tined to contribute to the wel-
fare, the strength, and the renown of the
British Empire.

CANADA PACIFIC RAILWAY SUPPLIES.

QUESTION.

MR. BUNSTER enquired, Whether
the Government will take what rails
and iron may be required for the con-
struction of the western section of the
Canada Pacific Railroad from a con-
pany wbich will manufacture the same
at Nanaimo, and supply them as
cheaply as they can bo imported from
abroad ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: I have no
doubt that if the rails are as good and
as cheap as they can be got elsewhere,
the Government will have great plea-
sure in patronizing the establishment
my hon. friend refers to.

CASCUMPEQUE HARBOUR.

QUESTION.

MR. PERRY enquired, Whether it is
the intention of the Government, dur-
ing next summer, to appoint a Com-
mission to examine and report on the
best means to be adopted for the im-
provement of Cascumpeque Ilarbour
in Prince Edward Island ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT : I understand
that this matter is under consideration,
and if the hon. gentleman wants any-
more explicit information, I would ask
him to renew his question in the
course of a couple of days.

POSTAL FACILITIES AT LAVELLEE
CORN'ÊRS.

QUESTION.

Ma. BOURBEAU enquired, Whe-
ther it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to open a Post Office at the place
calledI "Lavellée Corners." on the line
of the South Eastern Counties Rail-
way, at the intersection of the said
railw-ay with the front road of the 9th
and 10th ranges of the Township of

MR. CARTWRIGHT.

Grantham, in the Parish of St_
Germain de Grantham, Countv of
i ummond ?

MR. HUNTINGTON: I may say,
that this matter was brought to the
attention of the Government last year,
but is still under consideration.

MEASUREMENTS OF SHIPPING.

QUESTION.

Ma. KILLAM enquired, Whether
the Government have learned that an
arrangement bas been made between
Spain and the United States under
which the measurement of the Ship-
ping of the United States is accepted
in the Ports of Spain and Cuba, for the
purpose of collecting tonn,,ge duties;
and whether any steps have been
taken by the Governiment to place
Canadian vessels upon an equal foot-
ing ?

MR. SMITH (Westmoreland) : I
may say, to my hon. friend that the
Government have no official informa-
tion that any arrangement bas been
come to between Spain and the United
States, by which the moasurement of'
the United States is. recognized by
Spain; but they have reason to believo
that there is such an arrangement, and
steps have been taken with a view to
bring about-if that is the case-tho
same arrangement between Englan d
and her colonies and Spain.

DALLAS AND STONEWALL POSTAL
FACILITIES.

QUESTION.

Mit. SCHULTZ enquired, W'hether
it is the intention of the Government
to establish Post Offices at " Dallas"
and "Stonewall," in the Province of
Manitoba?

Mr. HUNTINGTON: I may state
that, as the hon. gentlemen knows, with
regard to one of the Post Offices to
which he alludes, the matter has been
referred to the Inspector, from whoil
no report bas been received; but as
regards the other, the Inspector's
report bas been received, though no
determination bas as yet been arrived
at.

Bustness.(C'OMMOKS.)
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RED RIVER IMPROVEMENTS.

QUESTION.

MR. SCHU LTZ enquired, Whether it
is the intention of the Government to
light and buoy the navigable mouth of
the Red River, in the Province of
Manitoba ?

MR. SMITH (Westmoreland) : This
subject is now engaging the attention
of the Government, and information is
being acquired ; and if it is found
necessary, in the interest of shipping,
to light and buoy Red River at its
mouth; this will be done in the course
of next season,

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

MR. GIBBS (South Ontario) said
that,before the Orders of the Day were
called he desired to move the adjourn-
ment of the House, in order that he
might bring before the attention of
this House and the people of this coun-
try certain articles which had appeared
in some of the newspapers of the coun-
try animadverting on the conduci and
scenes which occurred in this House
during the memorable night of Friday
last and Saturday morning. He allud-
ed to articles which had appeared in
the Daily Globe yesterday, Tuesday, in
the Montreal Ilerald, in -&he London
Daüly Advertiser, and in the Hamilton
Evening Times. He dared say that
some ot'these articles, of any note, had
been read by some hon. gentlemen,
but in case they might not have been
read by all the members of the House,
he might be obliged, before he closed,
to read short extracts from each of
these newspapers in order that ho
might not misrepresent or misstate
what appeared in them. It was de-
sirable, he thought, whatever might
be said on the subject of bringing any
accusation-if accusation it might be
called-against the writers or proprie-
tors of these papers, that it should be
stated in exact and the clearest p s-
sible terms, so that there migh. be no
misrepresentation with referenco to
the important matter to whieh
he should now call the atten-
tion of the House. He took it
that the character of every public man
in this country was not a matter
simply affecting himself, his own per-

sonal honour and bis own per8onal
reputation; but it should be, and ho
had, no doubt, was a matter which was
dear, not only to the members of this
House, who were, perhaps, more inter-
ested in the matter than anybody else,
and not only to the interests of the-
constituents which they ropresented
individually, but also to the whole
people of the Dominion. He regretted
that these articles had appeared in the.
newspapers for several reasons. One
reason was, that if the statements
which were made in these papers had
been true, i t vould have been painful,
not only to the gentlemen whosc-
characters were attacked-as in the-
case of the lion. member for Kingston
-and to the gentlemen in this Hoiuse
who were the followers of the hon.
gentleman, but also to the people of'
the Dominion of Canada, to know that
the prominent publie men, whom they
sent to represent them here, were
guilty of the base conduct which these.
papers represent them to have been
guilty of on the occasion alluded to.
There were noue of them free from the
attacks of newspapers. Publie men
were accustomed to them. There
were articles which appeared in the
newspapers from time to time to
which public men were unable to
reply, and if a public man
commenced to reply to any attacks
which might be made on him in the
newspapers, it might take the whole ot
the rest of bis public life to attend to.
such attacks, and to reply to them.
There were attacks which public men
could afford to let pass, they came in,
the natural order of party warfare ý
and in some respects they might be.
legitimate. Every publie man must
expect to have his conduet not only
criticised, but severely critised by the,
party to which ho was opposed. le-
did not object to that, and no hon.
memoer in this House objected to it.
He would only say for himself that if
the statements had been true which
were made in these papers, ho should
have regretted the occasion which also
called then forth, and ho should
have allowed the parties who vere
atfected by them, and slandered by
them, to have made the best answer
they could to this House and the peo-
ple of this country. He felt that tho
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attack which bas been made on the
leader of the Conservative party, was
made, not only on him, but also on the
members of this House generally, and
he considered it bis bounden duty on
this occasion to call the attention of
Parliament and of the country to it,
in bis place bore, and to give an utter
and distinct denial to the truth of the
allegation as set forth in the Toronto
Globe. Before ho proceeded any
further the House would permit him to
read an extract or two from the Toronto
Globe. This was an editorial article,
and the leading one in the issue of the
paper of yesterday, and was headed
"The disgraceful scene at Ottawa."
He should not read the whole of it Sir;
but he would eome dewn to that part
of it which immediately bore on the
the subject which he was now bringing
before the attention of the House. It
stated:-

" We shall not say that there never can
be a case when it is nectssary to take advan-
tage of all the forms of the House and all
the powers of individual physical endurance
to prevent a certain course being followed,
or to secure a certain object reckond vitally
important by a minority. All ackuowledge
that such case may occur, though the cir-
cumstances must be very peculiar which
would justify them or excuse a systematic
and continuous talking against time. That
there was even the shadow oft an excuse for
such a proceeding in the case cannot be
shown, and indeed is scarcely alleged. The
natter under discussion had been fully ven-

tilated. All had been said that could be said,
and except for the purpose of delaying busi-
ness, and of preventing the vote being taken
till after Sunday, there was not the sligiitest
reason why it should not as well have been
voted on at a reasonable hour on Friday as
at the time eventually agreed upon.

!' But even though there had been some-
,thing like a reasonable excuse for persisting
in talking against tiine so as to secure an
adjournnent of the debate, that would have
.afforded no palliation whatever for the outra-
geous course actually pursued by the leader
of the Opposition and many of his promi-
nent followers. Even in that case they ought
to have renienibered who they were and
where they were, and ought to have tried at
any rate to do their work of obstruction with
some measure of decency.

" Did they do so ? On the contrary, they
vied with each other in proceedings which

rouglt down the House of Comnmons to the
level of one of the lowest saloons.

Now, he thought he might appeal to
hon. gentlemen opposite and ask them
if whether the eonduct of the Opposi-

Mit. GIBBS.

tion was as described in this newspa-
per. It was desired on the part of the
Opposition, as was well known, to
have an adjournment on Saturday
morning about three o'clock, but ob-
jection was raised to it by the leader
of the Administration, and the Oppo-
sition acting in its right, pursued the
course which was here stated, and on-
deavoured to discuss the question until
from their point of view, it had been
fully ventilated. Repeatedly they asked
for an adjournment, and repeatedly it
was refused, and in self-defence they
were obliged to continue the de bate; but
if the House of Commons was brought
down to the level of one of the lowest
saloons, he might fairly ask hon. gen-
tlemen opposite, not only who were
the cause of its being so brought down
to this level, but who were the parties
who actually brought it down to this
level. Without desiring to attack hon.
gentlemen opposite on this score, ho
did not besitate for one moment to say,
that if ever a party maintaining its
rights as an Opposition behaved not
only with decorum but with forbear-
ance, and with magnaminity, it was
the party which was speaking to the
question during the debate of Saturday
last, composed of the members of the
Opposition of this House. Now, ho
did not say who the author of this
article was, but be desired to state here
for the benefit of the hon. member for
North York, and for the purpose of
giving him an opportunity of denying
the writing of the editorial here re-
ferred to, that public opinion distinctly
pointed to him as having been the
writer of this article. le did not
make the charge, ho simply made the
statement.

MR. DYMOND: It is a cowardly
insinuation.

MR. GIBBS said that when a man
made a cowardly insinuation, ho did it
in a way in which the party referred
t- was unable to make a reply. ie
stated distinctly that the public opinion
both in-doors and out points to the hon.
member for North York as the writer
of this article.

Some loN. MEMBERS: No, no.

MR. GIBBS : Now, this
be a mistake and it may not.

may
That

Privilege.(CO MMON 8.
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may be a mistake, or it may not
be ; he may have inspired it, or he may
not ; but I make the statement in order
ihat the hon. gentleman may here, as
on former occasions, rise in his place
and give a denial to the siatement.
The article goes on to say :-

" To say that Sir John A. Macdonald was
on Friday night sonewhat under the influ-
ence of liquor would be a grossly inadequate
representation of the fact. He was simply
drunk, ir. the plain, ordinary sense of that
word. As the night wore on, he becanestill
more so, and fron six to eight on Saturday
norning he was, to quote the conventional
languiage usually enployed on such occa-
sîons, ' thoroughly laid out,' and had to be
hid away by his friends; if not in shane, at
least in pity, and as an absolute providential
proceeding."

Now, if Sir John A. Macdonald bas
been in the condition to which this ar-
ticle refers, I would not have risen to
make any defence. But what are the
facts ? I had several communications
with Sir John A. Macdonald during the
night referred to, between ten o'clock
in the evening and six or seven o'clock
on the following morning ; and I state
liere that if he vas in the condition re-
ferred to by this newspaper, then the
hon. member for South Ontario was in
the same predicament. About four
o'clock in the morning, feeling that
the debate was to continue through the
whole night, I was obliged to take
some refreshment. Sir John A. Mac-
donald was then giving directions to
those who were to speak on this side,
and citing treatises bearing on the
question, which would enlighten the
Hiouse. I am sorry Sir John Macdon-
ald is not in his place to defend hini-
self, but so far as ho is concerned, I
take upon myself to say that this arti-
cle is a wilful and unfounded statement.
Not only is it a slander on himself,
but it is a foui calumny on the mem-
bers of the House of Commons gener-
ally, becauseit affects the standing of
every bon. member.

31R. DYMOND: No; no.

MR. GIBBS: The hon. gentleman
may say "no, no," and I hope he will
have an opportunity of getting up and
stating whether he is the writer of that
article. I hope he will have the man-
liness to rise in bis plaice and contra-
dict ny statement if he can. Then

this article goes on to refer to other
gentlemen present, who will answer
for themselves. We are not teeto-
talers on both sides of the House. I
arn not one myself, and I claim the
right to take any refreshment I choose ;
but no one can ever say that I took too
much. If, however, the hon. member
for Kingston was in the condition
which this article says, then I was in
the same condition myself. Between
the time that Sir John Macdonald
retired to rest, and when he made his
re-appearance in the House at half-past
four, I know nothing, and of that I am
not going to spoak; but I believe he
was in a room of this building while
the discussion was going on. I am
glad to find there are, other newspa-
pers in the country which have not
taken the same view of the proceedings
of the House that night. I allude par-
ticularly to the Montreal Witness. I
think if there is a paper supporting
the views of temperance people, gener-
ally, and which is desirous of making
their views felt, it is the Montreal Wit-
ness; and I am convinced that, if Sir
John Macdonald had been in such a
state, that paper would not have
hesitated to make use of the argument
to affect the feeling of the country
against the Conservative Opposition.
The London Advertiser, speaking of the
"I Disgraceful exhibition, " refers to the
member for Three Rivers, and then
refers to the hon. member for Victoria
(Mr. Campbell) appearing on the floor
of the House in a beastly state of in-
toxication, beginning to shout and
gesticulate like a madman. It also
refers to the hon. member for King's
New Brunswick, saying he appeared
to be in a very disorderly condi tion,
and commenced to read from books in
a serio-comic way. Now, I have only
to say, that, if ever the hon. member
for King's made a good speech, it was
upon the occasion referred to. Gen-
tlemen, in the position lie waq said to
be in, are not generally able to make
such speeches as ho did on that occa-
sion. I shall not read what the Mon-
treal Herald says, nor what the Londn
Advertiser says. These papers have
obtained prominence for publishing
scandals; some newspaper correspon-
dents, indeed, think it necessary to
seid a sensational article every day.

(APRIL 17î, 1678é .]Question of



[COMMONS.]

I now leavo the matter with the
Hou>e to take such action as it
nay see fit; for my own part I pro-

nounce the artiele in the Globe, so far
as Sir John A. Macdonald is con-
corned, a foul slander.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK said ho
bolieved there was no right thinking
member of the flouse who would not
regret that there should have been
any occasicn to introduce such a sub-
ject as this; but when they found an
article in a Ieading paper of the
Dominion, such as the .Daily Globe,
commenting on scenes in the House,
which had a tendoncy to disgrace
members of both sides of the House,
and lower them in the estimation of
the people, he thought it deserved some
consideration. It was a great pity
such an attack had been made because
it would tend to lower the Legislature,
not only in the eyes of our country-
men, but across the lines, and even in
Europe; but when they knew that the
statements contained in that paper
were false, he thought no other course
was open to him than to rise in his
place and stato what ho knew of the
iacts. le saw tho hon. member for
Kingston several tines during the
night, and he was perfectly sober.
The hon. gentleman had not to be led
away by his friends, but was advised to
take that rest which exhausted nature
required. le (Mr. Kirkpatrick) could
therefore state most unquestionably
that the article in regard to the hon.
iember was r ost unqualifiedly false.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he never de-
serted bis post during the whole of that
night, or the following day and he w as
constantly in communication with Sir
John A. Macdonald. About half-past
seven or a quarter to eight ho said to
the hon. member for Kingston: "'You
have not been sleeping during the
whole night ; you had better retire
and I will take your place." Sir John A.
Macdonald said "If you promise not to
desert your post I will go away." to
which ho (Mr. Langevin) replied :I"You
may depend that I won't leave the
House a single moment." He thon
asked the hon. member for Kent (Mr.
Stephenson) if ho could find a place,
when Sir John A. Macdonald and ho
went away together to the room of the

Ma GIBIBS.

Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms. Sir John
A. Macdonald remained there till half-
past four in the afternoon, when he
was -sent for in connection with
negotiations which were going on to.
have the House adjourned at six
o'clock. These were the facts of the
case. During the whole time ho was
in communication with Sir John A.
Macdonald ho was as sober as he (Mr.
Langevin), and ho did not suppose th at
any hon. gentleman would say that he
was not a sober man. The article in
the Globe was a slander of the worst
kind.

MR. McDOUGALL (Three Rivers)
said as bis name had been brought into
this question,he might bo permitted to
remark that the writer and inspirer of
the article in the Globe must be both
blackguards and liars so far as ho was
concerned. He was not a teetotaller,
but ho was not in the habit of getting
intoxicated, and if ever there was occa-
sion on which ho was careful in re-
gard to taking any refreshment it was
that night, because it was his desire to,
address the House on the subject which
was being discussed. The other side
of the House did not think proper to
listen to a serious speech,and ho had te
go on amidst all the noises made by
gentlemen on the opposite side-he
thought they were scarcely entitied to
be called gentlemen.

MR. SPEAKER: Order.
Ma. Mc DOUGALL said that if these

gentlemen, through thoir newspapers,
published such calumnies, it was only
a mere Parliamentary expression to>
call them not gentlemen.

MR. SPEAKER said the hot. gentle-
man was en tirely out of order.

MR. McDOUGALL said he would
bow to the Speaker, but ho must say
that the writersand inspirers of theso
articles were liars and blackguards.
The article which was quoted stated
that ho went down to the House in a
perfect state of inebriety, and talked
the greatest nonsense in the world.
Now, owing to the noise, it was with
the greatest difficulty ho could make
hon. gentlemen opposite hear him,
and ho did not suppose the reporters
in the gallery could hear him. How,
therefore, could the writer of the ai ti-
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(le tell whether he was speaking fool-
ishlv or wittily. Besides, ho spoke
for the most part in French-except
when the interruptions bocame so pre-
posterous, and he addressed himself to
the Speaker to obtain order-and
there were ninery-nine chances to one
ihat the writer of the article did not
understand that language. Ie spoke
for the most part in French, until the
interruptions became uproarious, and,
whether the hon. gentleman was
.atequainted with the language or not,
he (Mr. McDougall) would like to
know whether there was any wit in
the hon. gentleman enabling hirm to
judge of the wit of other people. He
(Mir. McDougall) fancied that he
knew what humour was just as well as
any other man in the House ; but the
man who wrote that article had no
sense of humour, when he said in the
newspaper that he (Mr. McDougall)
always talked nonsense. Ie did not
always talk nonsense.

MR. HOLTON: Only oceasionally.

MR. McDOUGALL said many of
the expressions ho used might not
have been pertinent to the subject of
the speech, but still they were suitable
to the occasion, and the humour of the
hon, gentlemen on the other side of
the liouse. le gave a flat denial to
these calumnious articles with regard
to himself. le knew how he was, and
the exact way in which he wished to
treat the subject. The scene in the
House had been much used in the
Press, and i t was casily seen what
these calumnious reports were written
lor. He contended that the "row "
in the House on Friday night and
Saturday morning was brought about
by the obstinacy of the Government
party, and by the obstinacy of the
leader of that party. le should
throw the blame upon him, because ho
had the control of the lHouse, but re-
fused the adjournment. The attempt
to throw the blame on the Opposition
was done with a view.to influencing the
Quebec elections, and the elections of
the Dominion Parliament later on. He
wished to throw back the blame upn
the really guilty party ; there couldbe
no question that the gentleman who
made the caterwauling and other
unseemly noises were on the other side

of the House; and when the party in
Opposition was treated in that way,
was it to be expected iliat they were to
quietly submit to it ? There was no
preconcerted arrangement when lie
made bis speech or after it. He rose
with the intention of speaking for ten
minutes, but not being able to get a
heaiing, and it being the feeling of bis
friends on that side that ho was being
unjustly treatedhe retaliated by taking
up a much larger amount of the time
of the House. They knew that it did
not make the slightestdifference, they
knew what the vote would be,with the
ordinary mechanical majority of the
Governrment. They never expected to
influence, by their eloquence or argu-
ments, one single vote. H1owever, they
did influence one vote; they drove the
hon. member for South Bruce (Mr.
Blake) out of the House. They did not
hear his voice during the debate, and
knew nothing of what his views were
on the subject; yet he was one of the
most able men in this country, or any
, ther country, speaking seriously,
to express an opinion upon
such a subject. They did not
get that opinion ; they did not even
get bis vote. So that they did
accomplish something ; they drove the
only Constitutional lawyer on the
Government side out of the louse, and
ho might add, thatthe Opposition in-
tended to make as much use of this
fact, as an argument, as much as pow
sible. They also saw that the hon.
member for Chateauguay did not
express an opinion.

MR.SPEA IER said the hon. gentle-
man must speak to the question before
the Chair. He was goinginto entirely
different matters.

MR. OUIMET said bis name having
been mentioned by the hon. member
for Three Rivers (Mr. McDougall) ho
desired to say a few words upon this
question. lIe waswith the hon. mem-
ber on Friday ntight, and was told by
him that ho intended to speak on the
question before the House. Between
twelve and one o'clock the hon. mem-
ber submitted bis argaments on the
question, and they discussed them
together. The hon. member was qu'te
as sober as any man could be, as he
(Mr. Ouimet) was himself. le
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was very happy to confirm
what had been said both
with respect to the really able
speech delivered by the hon. member
for Three Rivers, and as to his being
perfectly sober at the time, and ho felt
that ho could do this without bearing
false witness against bis neighbours.

MR. DOMVILLE said bis personal
reputation was at stake, and lie did not
think that any member of this House
would give him a bad character, even
if they happened to be opposed to him
in polities. But a newspaper had an
article containing the following:-

" Donville turned up at six a m., after
h aving ilept off a strong potation, and
took lis seat beside Plumb, w;,ho had also
slept a great part of the night in his place,
and looked as if he likewise had been afflict-
ed with the prevalent coiiplaint."

The writer went on further to say:-

" Mr. Méthot gave way to Donville, at 8
a.n., who stood up with his garments in such
a disordered condition that he was met by
cries of ' Button up your pants," ' Shame,'
etc. Having buttoned up, Mr. Domville
commenced to read from books, and in a
serio-conic way to discuss the constitutional
question."

This was the London Advertiser. H1e
held that such a newspaper was not lit
to go into the bouse of a decent family.
It disgraced this House if it was re-
ceived into the Library. If the paper
did not hold itself responsible fcr that
statement, it should be contradicted at
once; if it did hold itself responsible,
the reporter, or whoever gave the in-
formation, should be driven out of the
gallory. 1t should be remembered that
the reporters were bore on sufferance,
and although ho did not intend to say
anything against the Press, as ho had
always received the greatest courtesy
from its members, and believed it was
an institution of the greatest possible
use, still ho held that those who de-
graded the profession in the way the
correspondent of the London Advertiser
had donc, should be expelled from this
House. The newspaper said ho vas
met with yells when ho rose to speak,
while, as a matter of fhct, the ilouse
was very quiet when he spoke. He
remarked, on sitting down, that if the
House had not treated him with sucti
courtesy lie would have gone on longer,

Ma. OUlMET.

but said it was impossible fbr him to
trespass longer on their time at that
late hour of the morning especially
when the matter was only one of keep.
ing up time. le defied any
bon. member, if there was
one who wished to do it, to say that the
description of him contained in that
paper was in any way correct. He
thought this a very fitting occasion to
ask the Speaker to rule that the bar,
where liquor was sold, in connection
with this building, should be shut up.
It was not only members of the Gov-
ernnent, but members of bis side (the
Opposition) also went there. The
country was led to believe that there
was no liquor sold in this building.
When the change of Government took
place, it was proposed that the bai'
should be done away with, yet, al-
though that vote passed unanimously,
tliat bar was still kept open. If no
liquor was sold there, there would,
perhaps, be no reason to make those
charges, and certainly it would help to
promote sobriety among those who
might have a weakness that way. In
the next place, the actions ofhion. mem-
bers would not be always watched,
when they retired for a little refresh-
ment or rest, if these lobbies were kept
clear. As regards the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, he would vouch to
this House that the right hon. member
was not in the state mentioned, nor
was ho in the least affected by spiri-
tuons liquors of any kind. Every lion.
member should vote down this grave
imputation against the character of
the right hon. gentleman. He hoped
the Speaker would seize this oecssion
to order the closing up of the restaur-
ant below, in order to free members of
this House from being continually
under the eyes of certain spies who
communicated false impressions to the
Press.

MR. SPEAKER said ho had given
instructions to close the restaurant,
and had not been aware, up to the pre-
sent, that they had been infringed.

MR. CAMERON said ho felt it his
duty to say, with respect to the hon.
member for Three Rivers, that, after
the hon. member had finished bis
speech, ho (Mr. Cameron) had m alked
up and down the corridors of this
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lHouse with him for a quarter of an
hour, during vhich they discussed
several points coniected with the ques-
tion then before the House, in all
seriousness and gravity; and not only
that, but also conversed on the case
then being argued in the Supreme
Court, the bon. member explaining the
point before the Court, and the line of
argument taken ; and ho (Mr. Cam-
eron) could assert that the hon. mem-
ber was as sober as any hon. member
of.this House, and as well able, in all
seriousness and gravity, to discuss the
Quebec question. He would say a few
words about the right hon. member
for Kingston. le believed the refuta-
tion of the falsehood, the infamous
falsebood, which was published in this
newspaper could come as well from
hon. gentlemen on the Ministerial side
as from those in any other part of the
House, as they could equally well bear
testimony to the utter falsebood of the
charge. He, himself, had been in the
right bon. gentleman's company the
whole night; had discussed the matter
under debate with him; and had con-
versed with him a few minutes
before ho left, and had no hesi-
tation in saying that this charge
was a vile, infamous slander. It,
however, was part of the general
policy of slander pursued by the Gov-
ernment party. He would refer to
another article, of the 6th April
last, in the .Mlorning Advertiser,
which led the line of calumny
about the right hon. gentleman.
This article stated that the evening
previous to the 6th, the right hon.
gentleman was drunk and reckless of
all consequences. On that day, the
right hon. gentleman was present in
this House, in the evening he dined at
the Government Hlouse, and any hon.
member who was then present would
know the charge was an utter false-
hood. It could not have meant the 4th
April, for on that evening the right
hon. member was on the floor of this
Bouse trying to put into shape the
Stamp Bill of the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue. The whole of this
policy of calumny, now adopted by
the Reform Press, was simply an at-
tempt to influence the temperance vote
against the Conservativc party. fHe
Was glad to have had this opportunity

of exposing the foul, infamous, unfound-
ed, ani slanderous articles which had
been published from time to time on
various members of this Hlouse.

MR. PLUMB said, as one of those in-
cluded in the attacks respecting the
scenes on Saturday, ho felt it his duty
to say a few words. While the hon.
member for Three Rivers was address-
ing the House, the noise was so greal
that nobody could tell whether it was
a coherent or an incoherent speech.
The leader of the Government stated
distinctly that ho could not control his
followers, which statement excited
them to continue their unseemly inter-
ruptions. When ho (Mr. Plumb) rose
to speak, the interruptions increased.
He had sat near the right hon. member
for Kingston the whole night, and
could bear testimony to the statements.

Ma. SPEAKER said he would sug-
gest to the hon. member that he was
not giving a personal explanation.

MR. PLUMB said ho intended to
show that th3 charge of disorderly and
riotous conduct brought against mei-
bers of the Opposition was without
foundation. So far from the right hon.
member for Kingston not being entire-
ly himself, and not competent to direct
the affairs of his par ty, the very reverse
was the fact, and he endeavoured tU
cause his followers to keep order. The
right hon. gentleman was perfectly
well aware that, with the unseemly
opposition which they met with froin
hon. gentleman opposite, they felt
that unreasonable tyranny was being
exercised against them, and the right
hon. member for Kingston endeavoured
to prevent his followers doing what
they might have very properly have
done, retorted upon hon. gentlemen
opposite. The whole attack made in
the Press was entirely unfounded in
fact, and ho hoped there were some hon.
members opposite who had sufficient
regard for the reputation and character
of the public mon of this country to
rise and corroborate the statements
made in the denial of the charges.

Ma. CIIEVAL said he would ask t-
be forgiven for what took place some
time since. The hon. member for
Vancouver had thon challenged him to
go to Room No. 13 for interrupting
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him by means of music. He had at
once donc so, and he found the hon.
gentleman seated in a chair with a
knife in bis hand. le was a little
scared, but knowing that the hon.
member was a gentleman he shut the
door. He said to the hon. gentle-
man: "You sent me a paper,
asking for au explanation. Wbat do
you wish ?" Mr. Bunster replied:
, Wby did you send me a blank card ?
You insulted me by not putting your
name to it." le thon said : "I never
sent you any card at ail." The dia-
logue continued, as follows: Mr. Bun-
ster: " The page who brought it said
it was from you." Mr. Cheval: " Send
for the page, nnd if he says I sent yon
the card, I will pass you for a mean
man and a mean pup." Mr. Bunster:
" Why do you play music when I ad-
dress the House ?" Mr. Cheval: "I
never played any music when you ad-
dressed ihe House to-night." Mr.
Bunster: "You did." Mr. Cheval:
" If you deposit $1 with a friend, I will
deposit $100, and if I do not at once
prove that I did not then play any
music, I will forfeit my $100 " Mr.
BWmster: 'You did do it." Mr.
Cheval : "I did not." Mi. Bunster:
" You lie." Mr. Cheval: '' I don't lie,
but you do lie." Mr. Bunster then
struck him on the cheek, and he
caught hold of the hon. gentleman,
who hit him again. He did not blame
the hon. gentleman or wish to insult
anybody. Afterwards, the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston said to him: " Cheval,
your face is spht." le thon passed
his bana over his face, and replied that
this was not the case, though ho
thought that his face was split into
three faces, he was so scared.

Ma. SPEAKER: Doos the hon.
member mean to move any motion to
refer to any statement in a newspaper.

Ma. CHEVAL: I would like to have
this in Klansard. I do not blame the
hon. gentleman.

MR. WRIGIT (Ottawa County)
said he deeply regretted the unpleasant
occurrence which took place the other
night; as to him it bad been inde-
scribably painful. He wished, how-
ever, to see fuir play. He remembered
that at a Conservative meeting in his
county, a gentleman had accused Mr.

MR. C mEVAL.

Mackenzie ot being a wine-bibber
and a drunkard. He had at once
stated that, to his certain knowledge,
this assertion was completely false.
Regarding the statement about the
right hon. gentleman for Kingston, ho
would say that it was his pleasure that
night, with his bon. friend freom South
Grey (Nir. Landerkin), to meet that
hon. gentleman, ho thought at four
o'clock in the morning, and he believed
that the hon. gentleman (Mr. Lander-
kin) would corroborate his statement,
that the ho. member for Kingston
was not intoxicated. Indeed, the hon.
gentleman was perfectly sober. The
sarne remark applied to the hon. mem-
ber for Three Rivers. who bad pre-
viously told him that ho intended and
wished to speak on this subject thon
under discussion, and to enlarge on
certain points relating to the interests
of Lower Canada. He had sat beside
the hon. gentleman for a great portion
of the night, and ho know that he (Mr.
McDourall) was not in a state of in-
toxication. The whole scere was
indescribably painful, and ho might
say that it degraded the House; and
the highest lady in the land was a
witness of their humiliation. le
trusted and hoped that such a scene
would never be repeated in the louse.
Betwoen 6 and 7 o'clock in the morn-
ing in the restaurant, and at the same
table with himself and the hon. mem-
ber for South Grey, were the hon.
miember for Compton, the hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, and
the hon. the Premier. While there,
the right hon. member for Kingston
came and sat down at the table and
breakfasted with them. To the best
of his recollection none of those thon
present tonk anything stronger than
tea or coffee. The right bon. member
for Kingston and the hon. the
Premier, meanwhile, discussed the
matter of adjournment. Ie never saw
the least sign of intoxication on any
gentleman present at the table, and his
hon. friond from Three Rivers was as
sober that morning as h was this
aflernoon when ho spokein relation to
this matter.

M9. ORTON said ho could not re-
frain from expressing his great indig-
nation at what he might eharacterize
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the ruffianly rowdyism of the article
of the Globe in question. He was sorry
to say he had to relate an occurrence
which would not reflect very credit-
abiy on two hon. membe-rs of the
House. Shortly after the hon. mem-
ber for Victoria had stated in bis rather
demonstrative way, bis indignation at
the conduct of the hon. members on the
Goverùment side of the House, on
which side he (Mr. Orton) was sitting
at the time, he heard the hon. the
Minister of the Interior say, in a very
loud voice, that the hon. member for
Victoria could not have conducted him-
helf in that manner unless intoxicated,
and further, "What else can you ex-
pect when bis leader is in the same
condition." The bon. gentleman (Mr.
Mills) at the same time looked up to
the reporters' gallery; and the hon.
member for North York, with the hon.
the Minister of the Interior, repeated
and reiterated the same statement. If
the hon. member for North York was
not the writer of this article, it was
fairly chargeable that these two hon.
members gave countenance to it. He
would not attempt to characterizo the
motives which incited these hon. gen-
tlemen to make that loud and unseemly
remark concerning another bon. mem-
ber of the House. He (Mr. Orton) felt
indignant at the unseemly condu-t
which then took place. A few minutes
previous to the occurrence he had men-
tioned, the hon. member for Kingston
had asked him if he intended to speak
and he bad replied in the affirmative;
and the hon. gentleman had then said
that ho might follow the hon. member
for Kings. About the same time
the right hon. gentleman congratulated
the members of the Opposition on the
decorum they had observed during the
debate ; and he (Mr. Orton) could tes-
tify and solemnly declare that if the
right hon. gentleman was intoxicated
at the time, there was not a
sober man in the House. Two or
three minutes afterwards, the remarks
he had mentioned were made. He had,
at the time, asked the hon. the Minis-
ter of the Interior what he meant, and
the reply was: " I mean what I say."
le then told the hon. gentleman that
his statement was not true.

Ma. LANDERKIN said that it had
not been his intention to make any
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observations respecting the subject
under consideration. He never liked,
in fact, to discuss such matters, as he
thought that this was not a portion of
bis public duty. He was well aware
that public journalists, in the dis-
charge of their duty, might find it
necessary to scan both the public and
private records of members of the
House. How far the journalists were
justified in doing so, he would not say.
He had not desired to say anything in
this connection, but as he had been
appealed to by the hon. member for
Ottawa County, to mako a statement
of the facts that occurred on the night
in question, ho would comply. He
had gone down to take a cup of tea on
the morning in question. It was truc
that the right hon. member for King-
ston was there, and also quite true
with the hon. gentleman, and would
not pronounce whether he was sober
or not, because he (Mi-. Landerkin)
had not investigated the subject. le,
however, was never more astonished
in his life, than when he beard the
hon. member for South Ontario speak
in the manner ho had done that after-
noon. He had always regarded this
hon. gentleman as being thoroughly
consstent and straightforward, but
when he denounced this article as
being a calumny and a slander on the
hon. member for Kingston, he (Mr.
Landerkin) was startled, as, no doubt,
was the hon. member for Ottawa
County, because a Senator came to
their table and said that ho had been
accused by the hon. member for South
Ontario of getting the hon. member
for Kingston drunk. The Senator had
made this complaint publicly, and had
also stated that he was not guilty of
doing so, and that Brother Gibbs had
better mind bis own business.

Ma. GIBBS (South Ontario) : I
have just simply to say that this is all
news to me.

MR. WRIGHT (Ottawa County): A
good deal of conversation passed, but
1 really have no recollection of any
such statement.

MR. POPE (Compton) said that
there was no foundation whatever for
the charge made in the Globe against
the right hon. member for Kingat )n,
as he was personally aware. He
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tbought that lion. gentlemen opposite
could not but corrobate this statement.
He did not think that much would be
gained by publishing such reports and
by trying to degrade the Ilouse in tliis
matter. On several occasions Le had
beard it whispered in the lobby, that
the right hon. gentleman was taking
too much, when he knew that the hon.
gentleman who said so ought to know
botter, and that the right hon. gentle-
man had not taken a single drop.
These statements were made for
effect; but he did not think that the
object in view would be gained.

MR. BUNSTER said the right bon.
gentleman had said to him in the
morning that it was necessary to have
some refreshment if things were going
on in that way. The hon. gentleman
(Sir John) said, at the breakfast table,
what was the proper course to pursue.
le (Mr. Bunster) said that a paper
which was taken by some few respec-
table people was in the habit of indulg-
ing in wilful lies, and it might be
properly distinguished as that villify-
ing rag of the Press.

MR. MILLS said it was with great
reluctance that he rose ou this occa-
sion, and lie would not have done so
had it not been for the observations
that had fallen from the hon. member
for Centre Wellington (Mr. Orton),
who corne aeross to the Government
side of the House to sec what le could
see and hear what le could hear.
After giving his recollections of what
took place on Saturday morning, le
stated that the hon. member for Vic-
toria (Mr. Campbell) came to that side
of the Ilouse, used profane language
to the First Minister. and conducted
himself generally in such a manner
that it was suggested thatthe Sergeant-
at-A rms should interfere. When the
member for Victoria (Mr. Campbell)
was being taken out of the Bouse the
hon. member for Kingston looked up,
and he (Mr. Mills) then said, " Look
at the condition of the leader of the
Opposition." He did not say the hon.
member for Kingston was drunk, and
le would not say anything more on
this occasion, notwithstanding the fact
that if ho chose he could speak from
personal knowledge.

MR. POPE.

MR. ORTON said that in going toý
the other side of the House, as stated
by the hon. Mirister of the Interior
he was not influenced by any unfàir
motives. While in the reading-room
lie heard an unusual noise in the Ilouse
and stepped into the Chamber, by the
door on the other side, to ascertain
what was the matter-not for any dis-
honourable purpose.

MR. PALMER said Le took no part
in the debate of Friday last, but lear-
ing it stated that the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston was in a state of in-
toxication, he endeavoured, by every
means in his power to discover whether
the imputation thrown out by the
other side was well founded or not.
le entered into conversation with Sir
John A. Macdonald, and Le had no
hesitation in saying that the charge
made against him was utterly without
foundation. Ie was sorry to hear the
hon. Minister for the Interior insinu-
ate that his hon. friend from Three
Rvers was in an intoxicated condition.
After the testimony which had now
been given by hon. gentlemen, he
thought it was the duty of the hon.
Minister to apologise to the Iouse for
the statement he made.

MR. METIOT said that, as the hon.
the Minister of the Interior had chosen
to point out the exact time when the
right hon. member for Kingston was
in an intoxicated state, he wished to
remark that, at the precise moment
mentioned, Sir John A. Macdonald
was asking him (Mr. Méthot) to ad-
dress the House. le was, therefore,
in a position to state that the riglt
hon. niember for Kingston, at the time
alluded to, was in a state of perfect so-
briety.

MR. DYMOND: I should not pre-
tend to notice the allusions unwarrant-
ably made regarding me by the hon.
member for Centre Wellington-a
gentleman who admits that he comes
to this side of the House to overhear
what is said

Mr. ORTON: No.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
for Centre Wellington distinctly denied
that he went for that purpose.

(CO M MO NS.) Privilege.
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MR. DYMOND I will put
it differently. I do not think
it worth my wbile to notice
gentlemen who, while, complaining
of an injustice done their leader, will
not allow a man, against whom insinu-
ations have been thrown the whole
afiernoon, to say a word. We want
fair play. I say it is not worth my
while to notice the observations ofa
gentleman who bas admitted what the
hon. member for Centre Wellington
admitted in his remarks this after-
noOn.

MR. ORTON: I wish to call
attention to the fact that I neither im-
plied nor stated that word,

MR. SPEAKER: This is a very un-
pleasant affair, and, I hope, hon. mem-
bers will preserve some order. The
last statement made by the hon. mem-
ber for North York may mean anything
or nothing. It cannot be held to be
parliamentary, for it merely says that
the hon. member for Centre Welling-
ton bas admitted what ho bas admitted.

Ma. DYMOND: In his opening
remarks this afternoon, my bon. friend
from South Ontario chose to say that
public opinion attributed a certain
article in a daily paper to me. If he,
or any other bon. member of this
iouse, bas the courage or manliness
to say that he conscientiously believes
or charges me with doing anything
that is unworthy of my character as a
nember of Parliament, he shall have
the satisfaction ho bas a right to de-
mand. No man in this louse believes
nme slow to defend myself, and no man
in his heart of hearts believes that I
would be guilty of meanness, or shuffi-
ing, or equivocation. There are plenty
of gentlemen on the other side of the
Hlouse who may find great fault from
their point of view with my political
conduct, but they do not believe me to
be guilty of meanness, shuffling or
equivocation; and I am sure if I were to
appeal to my hon. friend from South
Ontario, he would be the last of all to
do so. But I am not called upon to
defend myself with reference to this
article; no one bas charged me
with having written it; no
niai bas dared to get upand say he believed I wrote it. I shall
lot defend the article; the Globe can

130j

take care of itself, and it is a pretty
bigh tribute to the power of the Globe
that so nany gentlhmen are ready to
wince here at its lash. I take this op-
portunity-than which no better
occasion could present itsolf--to stand
on my privilego as a member of this
Ilouse and a public journalist, in refus-
ing to be called to my feet to answer
any insinuation, any suggestion, any
imputation which hon. gentlemen may
choose to throw against me ; and hav-
ing said that I will say no more.

Ma. GIBBS (South Ontario): I have
nothing more to say. I desire to
withdraw the motion for the adjourn-
ment of the House.

Motion, with leave of the louse,
withdrawn.

NAMES AND SALARIES OF OFFICIALS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

MR. McCARTHY moved for a return
of the original papers made and signed
by the deputy heads of the different
public Departments, purporting to bu
inade in obedience to the order of this
House of the fifth day of March, 1877,
as follows:-

ci The naies of persons appointed to office
between 1st January and the 71h of Noven-
ber, 1873 ; the naines of the officials whose
salaries were increased during the same pe-
riod ; the names of those so appointed whose
appointments were cancelled subsequent to
1t 7th Novenber. A. statement showing
whether the positions which were filled up
by those whose appointments were cancelled
have remained unfilled or have been since
filled up-and if so when and by whom-
and whether tbe salaries of those officials
which were increased during the period
named have been since reduced or ncreased,
aud showing the reduction or increase ii
eaci office respectively."

He said he desired to state wby be had
asked for the production of the original
documents. The order which he re-
ferred to in the motion was made on
March 5th, of last year, but the return
purporting to be in obedience to that
order was not brought down during
the Session of the House. In the
month of September following, a re-
turn was brought down, printed, sent
to the newspaper Press throughout the
country, and, he believed, furnished to
hon. members of the House. Now, on
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looking at that return, he was amazed
to find the manner in which the order
of the House had been obeyed.
le understood that orders of the
lHouse ought to be obeyed implicitly,
and that it did not comport with the
authority of the head or deputy head of
a department Io alter or mutilate these
orders to suit themselves. But ho
found from the very first page of this
return that the order given in this case,
which was perfectly plain and explicit,
had been altered as far as the Gover-
nor-Generafs office was concerned, and
that the return sent was not in pursu-
ance of the direction of the House. The
latter part of the order which was the
most important, had peen entirely
altered so as to make it apply simply to
the person who held an office. Now
the object of this was quite apparent.
When an official was superannuated, or
resigned, or died, there would appear
to be a saving in the expense of these
departments, whereas the reverse was
the case. Take page 60 of this return
which contained a recapitulation with
regard to the Department of Customs,
and what did they find ? That these
officials who had been appointed dur-
the last months of the late Govern-
ment-from the 1st January to the
7th November-and where salaries had
been increased during this period,
appeared to be in recoipt of $443,630,
whereas, according to the return
brought down, it appeared that these
individuals were only receiving from
the Public Treasury the sum of
$347,850. This remarkable and extraor-
dinary saving was made out by taking
credit for all the superannuations and
resignations which had taken place
since the present Government came
into power. He did not wish to say
anything unparliamentary or improper,
but the result of this was that
the people and the Press of this
country were imposed on. Au impres-
aion was created which the facts did
not warrant. The hon. the First Min-
ister went down to the county ofSouth
Ontario while the candidature of the
present reprosentative of that con-
stituency was going on, and pro-
claimed that the late Administration
had, during their late years of office,
created 230 appointments prior to the
1st of July, and 274 new appointments

Ma. MCCARTHY.

after the 1 st of July; that they had in-
creased the salaries of 360 officers up
to the lst of July, and 973 after the 1st
of July, which, ho said, necessarily im-
posed a great burden on the shoulders
of the people. The hon. Premier went
on to say that $52,286 had been ex-
pended on these appointments, and
that ho had taken the liberty of can-
celling tbem. He (Mr. McCarthy)
took upon himself to doubt the strict
accuracy of that statement, as the
figures employed by the First Minister
were incorrect. lie did not mean to
say that what the Premier had stated
was flse, but ho had done what was
almost as bad-he withheld a certain
amount of information, and suggested
a falsehood, which was the nextthing
to stating one directly and deliberately.

Mit. CARTWRIGHT: I think the
hon. gentleman is not in order in stat-
ing that the Premier of this Dominion
suggested a falsehood; and, on his be-
half, I deny the accusation.

MR. SPEAKER: It is entirely out
of order and unparliamentary to charge
an hon. member of this House with a
falsehood, unless the hon. gentleman
making that statement is prepared to
prove it.

Ma. McCARTHY said that, what-
ever ho might believe, he would bow
to the decision of Mr. Speaker.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker lett
the Chair.

After Recess.
PRIVATE BILLS.

The following Bill was read the
third time and passed :-

Bill (No. 72)-An Act to incorporate the
Missionary Society of the Bible Christian
Church in Canada (from the Senate).-(Mr.
Burk.)

VICTORIA ELIZABETH LYON DIVORCE
BILL.-(BLL No. 74.)

(Mr. Cameron.)

THRD EUADING.

Order for third reading read.
Motion agreed to on the following

division :-

1 COMMONS.] Business.
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YEAq :

Messieurs
Archibald, Maclonald (Kingston),
Bain, Macdonald Toronto,
Bertram, Maedon 1 (Eat
Blain, Ein a
Borron, Macdougall (East
Bowell, Rentrew),
Buell, McKay (Colchester),
Bunster, Macmillan,
Burk, McCallum,
Burpee (Suabury), McCarthy,
Cameren, McCraney,
Carmichael, McGregor,
Cartwright, McNab.
Church, Miealfe,
Cook, Mille,
Davies, Mitchell,
Dawson, Monteith,
Dewdney, Norris,
Dymond, Oliver,
Ferguson, Paterson,
Ferris, Pickard,
Fleming, Platt,
Flesher, Ross (East Durham),
Fraser, Rymal,
Galbraitb, Seatcherd,
Gibbs (North Ontario),Schultz,
Gibbs (South Ontario),tabibley,
Gillies, Skinner,
Guthrie, Snider,
Hall, Thompson, (Haldi-
Higinbotham, mand),
Kerr, Wallace (Albert),
Killam, White (Renfrew),
Kirk, Wood,
Kirkpatrick, Young.-6
Landeikin,

NÂYS:

Messieurs
Baby,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Bourassa,
Bourbeau,
Boyer,
Caron,
Cheval,
Cuthbert,
Daoust,
Delorme,
DeVeber,
Devlin,
Dugas,
Fiset,
Geoffrion,

Gil,
Holton,
Irving,
Jetté,
Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Langevin,
Lanthier,
31acdonald (Cornwall),
Maloain,
Pope (Compton),
Robillard,
Robitaille,
Roy,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Westmoreland),

-33.

Bill read the third time and passed on
a division.

BROCKVILLE AND OTTAWA AND
CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY BILL.

(Mr. Galbraith.)

SENATE AMENDMENTS CONCURRED IN.

Amendments made by the Senate
read thefirst and second time and agreed

CANADA VINE GROWERS ASSOCIATION
BILL -[BILL No. 39.]

(Air. SMaith, Poil.)

Order discharged and Bill withdrawn.

STAMPS ON PROMISSORY NOTES
BILL.-[BiLL No. 4.]

(Mr. Irving.)

CONSIDERED IN CjKITTEU.

Order for House to resolvA itself into
Committoe on said Bill, read.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought the hon. gentleman ought
to allow the Bil1 to stand over until the
Government Bill vas passed. He
thought the Government had almost
promised to bring down a complete
Bill nextSession. Itwasof verygreat
importance ihat the law upon this
point should be simply and easily un-
derstood, but we had already three bills
on the subject.

MR. LAFLAMME said the altera-
tions proposed by this Bill were not of
a serious character, but were improve-
ments that ought to have been intro-
duced long ago. The Bill related
chiefly to the circulation of bills drawn
outside the Province, and which were
to be paid here, for which there was no
provision in the existing law. It also
provided for the stamping of bills which
were found in possession of executors.
He considered the provisions good, and
they would not confuse in any way the
existing law.

Ma. JONES (South Leeds), said it
seemed to him that this Bill was put-
ting an additional burden upon the
people of this country. A bill drawn
in a foreign country certainly could not
be stamped, then when they came here
a double stamp had to be paid upon it.

Mi. MITCHELL said he had stated,
on a former occasion, that there ought
to be a consolidation of the Stamp
Acts. If he required any proof to
sustain that position, it would be found
in the discussion which had taken
place during the last few minutes. The
hon. member for South Leeds claimed
this bill required double stamps, the
promoter said it required only bingle
stamps There were three Stamp Acts
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already on the Statutes, and, in addi-
dion, were proposed the Stamp Act of
the hon. the Minister of Inland Re-
venue, and that of the hon. member
for Hamilton, now under discussion.
The revenue derived from stamps on
bills of exchange, promissory notes
and the other documents referred to,
amounted to the trifling sum of
$200,000, which the hon. the Finance
Minister might derive from some other
source, and relieve the country from
the annoyance and litigation caused by
these Acts. He advocated the aboli-
tion of the duty; or, if not, the consoli-
dation of the different Acts.

MR. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
said the 4th section provided that any
promissory notes, bills of exchange,
etc., being found among the papers of
a deceased person, and not properly
stamped, the representative could
make thern legal by affixing double
stamps. This was placing the represen-
tatives in a botter position than would
have been the deceased lad he lived ;
and placed the note in an entirely dif
forent and botter position than that in
which it would have been placed had
it not been destroyed. The 6th sec-
tion stated that every instrument liable
to stamp duty should Le admitted as
evidence in any criminal proceoding,
though not according to law. If a
note were not properly stamped, it
had, legally speaking, no existence at
all and should not bu permitted to be
used as evidence. It could not be used
as evidence in a civil action, and why
should it be allowed to bc used in a
criminal proceeding?

MR. GUTHRIE said a very large
amount of litigation had arisen ont of
the varions Stamp Acts during the last
ten years. The time had now come
whon the Government should consider
tbe consolidation of the whole law.
ie would go further, and say the law
ought to be abolished. The litigation
it brought on was so great that it was
not worth to the country the revenue
derived from it. Although profitable
to the lawyers, it wa.s, in the long run,
an unfavourable one for the business of
the community. He would suggest
that the Bill should stand over.

MR. KILLA M said this Pill ought
to be diseussed in Cnmit toe, irvorder

Mr. MITCHELL.

to arrive at a fair understanding of it.
He thought the Stamp Act was as fair
a mode of levying taxation as
could be adopted. It was vexations,
of course, as was all taxation.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said, with re-
spect to the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Northumberland, nothing
would give him greater pleasure than
to abolish this tax, did the state of the
revenue allow it. But be agreed that,
on the whole, it was a reasonable and
a fair tax.

Ma. HOLTON said he was strongly
opposed to the statement that the
stamp tax was a fair one, as it was a
tax on credit and an addition by so
much to the interest paid on money.
He did not say that in the present con-
dition of the Treasury the Act should
be repealed; but lie hoped that as soon
as the revenue would allow, it would be
repealed.

Ma. NORRIS said it was unfair
that stamps should be required for
sight drafts drawn in a foreign coun-
try.

Si JOHN A. MACDONALD de-
fended the stamp tax as being a fair
means of collecting a revenue and as
falling upon classes who were by no
means the poorest in the country.

Ma. IRVING said the Bill was in-
tended to obviate certain difficulties
which had grown out of the operation
of the presont law.

House resolved itself into Committee
on the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)
On the lst clause,
Ma. McDOUGALL (Three Rivers)

said that onjthe whole legislation as to
the stamping of pronuissory notes had
travellel out of the course of the logis-
lation on this subject in Great Britain.
We had legislated to give validity to
bills that had no stamps affixed when
made, but the whole principle of the
law regarding promissory notes 111
Great Britain, where the Stamp Act
had been in force for a cons:derable
length of time, was that no bill could
be valid unless stamped when made.
He thought that the hon. Minister of
Inland Revenuo should not have aban-
doned the principle of bis Bill which

(COMMONS.] -Promissory NYotes Bill.
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required the use of stamp paper. IIe
had suffered considerably from the
faet that stamps had been placed on
bills and irrogularly obliterated, and
he thought that they should come to
some regular legislation on this sub-
ject, and not be content with the par-
tial legislation proposed by this Àct.
It was now really impossible to follow
the legislation that took place with
respect to promissory notes. The
use of stamp paper was the correct
system, and the objection that this pro-
vision would be prejudicial to rural lo.
oalities did not lie as post-offices being
located ail over the country, stamped
paper could be easily obtained in all
parts of Canada. Under the present
systein notes were frequently left un-
stamped, and if the use of stamped
paper was compulsory, the revenue
would greatly benefit thereby, and it
would inure to the convenience and
safety of ail parties concerned. In
such event, individuals who traded in
promissory notes would not be expos-
ed to the loss of their amount owing
to the committal of a clerical error
ii the defacement of the stamps.
-He objected to the whole principle of
this law, because it was not sufficient
to avoid the dangers that arose in con-
nection with transactions of 'this
character.

MR. GUTIRiE said a bill or pro-
mhissory note should be stamped at
the time of acceptance or endorsation,
instead of when it was paid, bocauso
a large amount of revenue would other-
wise be lost.

MR. IRVING said the difficulty sug-gested was obviated in practice,
because no bank would take bills
unless a stamp was put upon them. It
would be a great hardship to make it
compulsory to affix stamps to bilis and
Promissory notes at the time they
were drawn, especially in the lumber
districts. These bills could be stamped
when presented for payment at Que-
bec Or elsewhere, and that was ail the
Der;.tmnent required.

Mla. MACDOJGALL (East Elgin)
hoped the hon. member for Hamilton
'would allow this clause to remain.
There was no danger of the revenue
being defrauded, and the provisionMadg would save a great deal of incon-

venience, particularly in cases whore
a bil1 drawn in Canada was payable in
a foreign country. Of, course, it was
the law as regarded bills of exchange,
but ho did not see why foreigners
should be placed in a better position
than our own people. He thouglit
that if a man purchased goods in
Toronto, and offored a draft on Mont-
real, ho should not be in a worse posi-
tion that if ho happened to give a draft
on New York.

MR. IRVING said it had been the
policy for many years that theso
foreign drafts passing through the
country should not be subjected to the
ttx of a stamp, and he did not seo why
a foreign promissory note should not
be placed on the same footing.

MR. McDOUGALL (Three Rivers)
said that ho considerod the Stamp Act
a very vicious law, that led to groat
grievance and great loss, and that we
should be very much botter if we had
no such law. They should have a
system of stamped papers for making
the note, and that would do away
altogether with the many mistakes
that were now made with regard
to obliteration, and thore would be no
question that the note was properly
made. It was really not safe now to
deal in promissory notes.

MR. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
said he would recommend the affixing
of stamps on notes to the amount of
$200, and that stamped paper be used
for larger amounts.

Ma. McDOUGALL (Three Rivers)
said the 4th section was a departure
from the principles of the Stamp Law.
The law required that the holder of
the bill of exchange or note or other
instrument should prove that such in-
strument was n)t properly stampod
when it came into his possession; ho
immediately rectified the omission.
By this section the representative was
plaeod in a botter position than would
the deceased person have been had ho
lived, inasmuch as the former was not
required to give this proof, but simply
to affix double starmps. It was a de-
parture from the law of evidence, which
did not permit the evidence of exocu-
tors, adrministrators or representatives
of deceased persons to be suffieient to

Stamps on
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establish any claim which had arisen
previous to the death of the principal,
but required corroborative evid-
ence. He warned the Committee
there might be an imposition
on the revenue by adopting this
clause. There might be men who
were in the habit of negotiating notes
and bills of exchange, who, in order
to relieve themselves of the payment
of the duty, would let the stamping
stand over. He knew persons who
did not stamp certain notes because
they knew the signers would not take
advantage of that omission. If
those notes were brought into C-urt,
they knew what the result would be.
But if found among a deceased person's
papers, the result would be different.
This was an innovation on the general
principle of the law.

Ma. CAMERON said a good deal
could be advanced in favour of the 4th
section. He had been appointed an
executor, and among the papers of the
doceased were several unstamped
notes, which, ho was confident, had not
been stamped througli ignorance of
the Act. le affixed the stamps, and
the question of his right to do so came
up in one of the Courts. The case
was, howevor, arranged out of Court,
and no decision called for. ie thought
it was only right the executor should
have the power to affix stamps.

MR. SMITH (Westmoreland) moved
that the words " Or for any other
holder of such instrument " be struck
out.

Ma. CAMERON said he bolieved
it would be in the interest of the
whole country if the Stamp Acts were
abolished in toto. The revenue obtain-
ed from this source was wholly incom-
mensurate with the trouble and loss,
and litigation and difficulty in con-
nection with commercial transactions
which were produced by this law; and
he had no hesitation in saying that the
amount of loss to individuals, and
of costs wasted in litigation, arising
from the existence of the Stamp Acts,
far excelled the amount of revenue
derived by the Dominion from the
whole stamp syste'n; ho was, there-
fore, in accord on this subject with the
hon. member from Northumberland.

MR. MODOUGALL.

&tting.

MR. GOUDGE said he quite agreed
with the hon. member for Northumber-
land that the IHouse should, at a very
early day, abohsh the Stamp Act.

MR. PALMER said that he was of
the same opinion; but, at the same,
time, as this could not now be done,
they were endeavoring to make the
law as perfect as possible.

MR. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
thought the bill should. in the mean-
time, be passed. The Comnittee re-
serving to themselves the power to
make such alterations as they thought
fit at another stage.

Ma. MITCHELL said this measure
ought to claim the attention of the
Minister of Inland Revenue. The
Government should incorporate it
with their own Bill. Indeed, if the
Finance Minister could devise somo
other means of raising the $200,000
realized by the Stamp Act, and abolish
the tax altogether, ho would confer a.
greater boon on the country than had
ever been conferred by the present
Government.

Section as amended agreed to.
Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bil l reported.

House adjourn1 ed at
Forty-five minutes past

Eleven o'clock

1H OUSE OF CO MM ONS.

Thurslay, 18th April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

SATURDAY SITTING.

MOTION.

Ma. CARTWRIGIHT, for Mr. MAC-
KENZIE, moved that when the Hlouse
adjourns this day it shall stand ad-
journed until three o'clock in the after-
noon on Saturday ; and that Govern-
ment measures shall have precedencO
immediately after Routine Proceed-
ings.

Motion agreed to.

2072 Saturday
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PEACE SURETIES BILL.-[BLL No. 73.]

(É. Lafamme.)

THIRD READING

Order for second reading read.

Motion agreed to.

House resolved itself into Committee
on the s'aid Bill.

Bill ordered to bc reported.

House resumcd.
Bill reported.
B711 read the third tine and passed.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.-BILL No. 20]

(Mr. Lafßamme.)

SECOND READIiG.

House resolved itself into Committee
on said Bill.

([n the Committee.)

On the lst clause,

SfR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
thatnoprovision was made for the re-
turn of writs on a certain day. This
mustbe done. It had. nothing to do
with the nomination or polling day.
Every election writ must, or ought to
have a day of currency, during which it
ran. The existence of Parliament could
not commence on the issue of the writ,
but when the writ was to be fulfilled,
and the writs were to be in. The writs
for this Parliament were made return-
able on the 31st March, and, conse-
quently, this Parliament would not
reach its terra until the 31st of March,
1879.

NIR. LAFLAMME said that the pro-
clamation fixed the time when Parlia-
ment was to meet. The day of election
was appointed, and the writ was
returnable within four days after-
wards.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: No,
that is simply a direction to the

returning officer.

Ma. LAFLAMME: The Clerk of
the Crown in Chancery inforrned me
that a returning day was never fixeJ.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the Crown had no power to issue
a proclamation to fix a day for the

return of the writs, save by this clause.
The Governor-General had no preroga-
tive power to appoint such a day, that
ho was aware of. This might appear
in the proclarnAtion, but it was only
for the general information of the pub-
lie. If this provision was struck out,
what power would exist for fixing any
day whatever? This was not a prero-
gative, but a statutory right, and it
was being struck out.

Ma LAFLAMME said that the
Governor-General could not fix such a
day, because the Statute deelared that
these writs should be returnable within
four days after the clection, which
period must necessarily vary.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the day for summoning the new
Parliament was not fixed; and it was
ordered that the writs should be re-
returnable on such a day. In regard to a
common writ of execution, the return
was fixed for the next term, but before
that time came the writ was executed,
the sale took place, and the money was
paid over, and the return was made.
The performance of this duty under
the writ must be within that time,
which was the extreme limit of the
currency of the writ. Within eight
days after the reception of the writs
for the election of members, publie
notice of the elections must be given,
and four days alter polling, the writs
had to be transmitted by mail; this
was all to be done long before the re-
turning day; but it had nothing to do
with the currency of the writs. What
the practice of the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery bad been, ho did not know ;
but, at all events, if the day for the
returns of the writs was put in the
proclamation under this clause, the
writ was returnable, and should be
returnable&whenever the Government
directed; but they were actually taking
away this power from the Crown.

Ma. BLAKE said the only objection
he entertained to his hon. triend's
proposition was, that writs should be.
returnable on the day of issue; and,
he thought, some time should be
allowed in order that the most remoto,
districts might be embraced.

Ma. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said
that he thought the writs for British
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Coûlumbia were returnable on the 12th
March. Those for Cariboo were not
returned till the 1st of April.

Ma. CAM E RON said bis hon. fr:end
had shown that the Returning Officer's
powers were at an end before bis (Mr.
Thompson's) return to the House, and
his election was therefore a delu-
Sion.

Sin JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Bill, as amended. read: "and be
returnable at the day of issue." Who
was to fix the day of issuo? Tho object
of the clause was, that the Governor-
General should determine the day of
issue, but the whole clause had been
drawn by the Clork of the Crown under
a perfect misapprehension. He thought
the clause should be struck out.

Mn. CAMERON sa d the effect of
the amendmentwould be to leave them
\without a day of issue.

MR. LAFLAMME asked the Com-
mittee to allow the clause to stand

ver for a time.
On the 4th section,
MR McCARTHY said the 4th sec-

tion provided that either the agent
or two electors for each candidate must
remain in the booth, and gave the
agent the right to exclude the electors.
He should aIso have the right to assist
him if ho chose.

MR.BLAKE said that might be incon-
venient. There might arise a difference
of opinion between the unauthorized
elector and the single agent. The
candidate had given a written authori-
zation to one agent, and it must bo pre-
sumed ho considered his interests
would be sufflciently protected by that
single agent. If this agent absented
himself at any time an olector could be
introduced. It was only when the
agent was present that an elqptor could
not be introdued.

MR. MILLS said this authorization
was trcquontly given blank by the
candidate to the :1gent, who could use
it to appoint another agent to assist
him if ho chose.

MR. McCARTHY said that, sup-
poýing an agent came, and two elect-
ors were excluded, the returning
offtleer might find a difficulty in admit-
ting anyone else. He would not

MR. THoMPsoN.

admit two agents to act for half a day
and two for the remaining half.

Ma. BLAKE said. in the absence of
an agent, the returning officer would
be bound to admit two electors.

MR. McCARTHY said, under the
Bill of 1874, agents were permitted to
vote where they were appointed,
although not otherwise entitled to vote
there. Under that system a good
number of agents might be appointed
during the day merely to be pernitted
to vote.

MR. CASGRAIN said section
8 provided that an elector
who could not read or was incapaci-
tated from any physical cause from
voting in the manner prescribed by the
Act, should be allowed to apply to the
deputy returning officer to assist him
in the exorcise of his franchise, and
required that the returning officer
should swear every such person that
ho was so incapacitated. This section
should not go so far as to take it for
granted that every one applying for
this assistance came under false pre-
tences. Instead of saying the return-
ing officer shall take the oath, it should
bh left optional and say, " may take the
oath."

Ma. LANGEVIN said that in his
own county, or the County of Chicou-
timi and Saguenay, there was only one
Judge, who lived at Murray Bay; and
in winter it would bo out of the ques-
tion to go beforo him and act as the
Bill directed. He thought that Stipen-
diary Magistrates might be authorized
to replace the Jadge under such cir-
camstances.

MR. MAc DONNELL said that many
counties in Nova Scotia were without
Judges, while they aiso had no Stipen-
diary Magistrates.

M. LAFLAMMIE said that in the
Province of Quebee, there was only
one Judge for a whole district, which
sometimes comprised five counties;
and the law must equally apply to the
P-ovine of Nova Scotia. It would bo
too dangerous to give the power men-
tioned to Stipendiary Magistrates.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD sug-
gested that to the 25th line of the
clause there should be added, " or for

Act Amendment Bill.
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the purpose of a petition questioning
an election or return."

MR. BLAKE thought the addition
should be made to read thus: " Or for
the purpose of a petition which had
been filed," etc.

MR. LAFLAMME : I have no objec
tion to make that alteration.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker loft
the Chair.

After Recess.

MR. LAFLAMME : said that Section
66 of the Act was repealed, and a clause
inserted to the effect that no person
should be allowed to inspeet any ballot
papers in the custody of the Clerk in
Chancery, except under an order fron
one of the Judges, the Judge having
first to be satisfied that the inspection
vas required for the purpose of insti-
tuting or maintaining a prosecution
for an offence in relation to ballot
papers. The inspection should not be
allowed for curiosity, but only where .
party really wished to inspect the bal-
lots in order to see whether he had a
fair chance of contesting the election
or not.

MR. CAMERON said ho filly agreed
with that, but he was in favour of
having a clause that would give the
recount only before a Court.

Ma. LIFLAMME said the clause,
as it stood, was merely for criminal
prosecutions. The parties should not
be allowcd to inspect the ballot papors
in the Chancery office, but should have
a regular order given by the Judge pre-
siding at the trial summoning the
Chancery officer to bring down the
ballots.

MR. CAMERON said that an inspec-
lion should be allowed before the trial,
hecause thon, probably, the whole ex-
pense of the trial would be saved.

Ma.BLAKE said he quite agreed that
the ballots should be produced at the
trial, and also that they should be pro-
<ueOd at an early stage of the proceed-
ngs. At the same time, he had a

great objection to these ballot papers
being unnecessarily sont through the

country for the purpose of interlocu-
tory examinations before a Judge, and
thonght it would work well to leave it
as it was now, in the hands of the
Clerk of the Crown, the present safe-
guards surrounding it being suf-
ticient.

MR. MITCHELL said lie thought
the whole course of this legislation
was in a wrong direction, that thore
were so many safeguards surrounding
it that nobody but a Philadelphia law-
yer could understand it.

Ma. BLAKE said it was provided
that there were six days during which
the returning officer could not send
the papers.

Ma. LANGEVIN said this arrange-
ment would not suit the majority of
counties in Quebec. The hon. the Min-
ister of Justice should go beyond the
city of Montreal and its immediate
neighbourhood where the population
was not so scattered as in the romain-
der of the Province. In the latter dis-
tricts, one Judge was appointed
for two or three immense counties,
and was, therefore, constantly on cir-
cuit, and would be absent from one
county for three or four weeks
at a time. Provisions should
be made to meet this diffi-
culty by appointing other officers
of high rank in those counties; the
stiperidiary magistrates, for instauce,
who were out of politics, and had not,
he believed, even a vote, might be ap-
pointed for this purpose. He had
drawn attention two years ago, and
especially last year, to the heavy costs
on actions in the Supreme Court, and
nothing had yet been done to reduce
them. This Bill put other heavy
expenses on the shoulders of members
of Parliament. The defeated candidate
might take advantage of this clause to
subject the member to inconvenience
and expense. The proceedings in the
Supreme Court were more costly than
those in any other courts in the Pro-
vince of Quebec. This had not been
the intention of the Legislature.
Parliament required the appellant to
deposit $100 as guarantee of' costs.
Had the members who passed that law
thought the costs of appeal before the
Supreme Court would have amounted
t> between $1,800 and $2,500, they
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would have hesitated before passing it.
Not a move could be made in that
Court without paying a fee, the regis-
trar could not be asked to go into his
office without paying a fee. lIe did
not see why another law should be in-
t.oduced to make the costs heavier.

Ma. LAFLAMME said the hon.
gentleman could not point to a single
instance where the Judge could not be
got within twenty-four hours. As to
the additional expense it would be a
very trifling matter.

Ma. CAMERON said the right to a
recount should bc limited to cases in
which the majority was fifty or under.
In Ontario it was limited to cases
under thirty. Ie would suggest also
that the power to order a recount be
not limited to the County Court
Judge of the particular county, but be
extended to any Superior Court or
County Court Judge.

Ma. LANGEVIN was glad the hon.
gentlemen had met the views of the
hon. members for South Essex and
Victoria, but he thought the section of
country which he represented should
be considered also. There were no
railways in that district, and the Judge
might be 90 or even 190 miles off, so
he thought some exception should be
made in that case, so that a recount
might take place before a district
magistrate.

Ma. LAFLAMME said he was will-
ing to meet the hon. member's views
as far as possible. He had no objec-
tion to niake an exception, so far as
delays were concerned, in the case of
that part of the country, but he
thought it would be highly injudicious
to give powers to district magistrates
in one neigbbourhood which were
denied to the same class of judges
elsewhere.

Ma. LANGEVIN said it would be a
great injustice to his county if they
were donied the right to have a re-
count, and ho would oppose the Bill at
every stage.

MR. BLAKE said the diffieulty
right bc got over by allowing the
order for a recount to be made by a
stipendiary magistrate. if necessary.

Ma. LANGEVIN.

MR. LANGEVIN said that was a
stop in the right direction, but it did
not go far enough. If the notice was
given as suggested by the district mag-
istrate to the returning officer, the
latter would fold his arms and quietly
wait for, perhaps, three weeks till the
Judge came back, and during that time
Charlevoix would be unrepresented.

MR. LAFLAMME said the proposai
made by the hon. member for South
Bruce ought to meet the difficulty. If
a candidate was elected by a majority
he would naturally be desirous that
the delay should bc as short as possi-
ble, and as those who desirod a peti-
tion would have to pay a deposit, tho
hon. gentleman was not likely to be
annoyed if returned by a majority.
As ho understood the object of the
clause was to appeal f rom the returning
officer, and to select a person who would
commend himself more to the confi-
dence of the electors, than the ordinary
returning officer was likely to do. The
principle of the hon. member appeared
to be to appeal to the gentleman whose
official positions required no higher
qualifications and were not of such a
nature as to entitle them to a larger
share of public confidence. It would
be botter to leave the decision of the
returning officer a finality than to in-
troduce such an appeal.

MR. LANGEVIN said the people of
his county would not receivo the
same justice as others. The Bill re-
fused them access to the Judge, for he
would b3 miles away and they could
not reach him for some time.

MR. MITCHELL said he thought it
was important that these amendments
should be reprinted so that they might
be understood.

MR. LANGEVIN said this clause
had been amended three or four times,
and as it was a very important
clause it sbould not be passed
until it had been reprinted. The Bill
did not do justice to his county (Charle-
voix). His constituents had a right to
be bard. Tbe hon. gentlemand was not
the Minister of Justice for one region
only, and, therofore,. ho must consider
the position of Charlevoix. They must
not be left in the position of having to
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t:avel ninety miles to Quebec or to
Saguenay to see a Judge, white ail the
other counties in the Dominion were
treated in a different way. Why
should they be kept waiting three
weeks until a Judge came from another
county ? Might not the Magistrate
take the place of a Judge in sucih
cases? The counties of Chicoutimi,
Charlevoix and Saguenay iìad a right
to be treated as well as the other coun-
ties. The clause also stated the Judge
was to give notice in writing to candi-
dates or their agents. Suppose the
candidate was not of the county and
had no agent, or the agent was also
out of the county, to whom would the
notice be given ? And supposing the
candidate was out in the country ?
The Election Law provided that
if a man was not in the county he
might be nominated without his accept-
ing the nomination. He had no agent,
how was the notice to be given ? If
there was no candidate present and no
agent, to whom would the notice be
given ? This portion of the Bill would
in such case be rendered inoperative.

MR. MILLS: There must be an
agent.

Ma. LANGEVIN said it was not
necessary. It did not follow, because
a candidate was not in the country,
that an agent should be appointed. The
clause should be amended to meet the
difficulty. The candidate might be out
of the country, he might keep out of
the way, and have no agent. Another
difficulty he would refer to in case the
amendment giving power to other
Judges than the Court Judge to order
a recount did not pass. Would the
Judge have to come to the county or
would the counting take place where
that Judge resided ?

MR. LAFLAMME: The Judge mast
tome to the county.

Ma. LANGEVIN : There was
nothing in this Bill providing for the
Judge's expenses. Provision would
have to be made, otherwise the Judge
would refuse to act. The provision of
the other law could not apply to this,
because there was nothing in this Bill
making it a portion of the other law.

In case of contestation of election the
matter in tre first instance might be
taken before the proclamation in the
case of the county of Chicoutimi and
Saguenay and of any other counties
where it was not easy at ail times to
obtain the presence of a Judge.

MR. TASCIIEREAU said it was not
advisable to have recourse to an officer
infet ior in position to a Judge.

MR. LANGEVIN said he hope i that
the matter would be considered.

Ma. LAFLAMME: I will consider
it.

MR. ROBITAILLE said they had
no Judge at ail in Gaspé county, while
though there was a Judge in Bonaven-
ture county, this officer did not reside
in it, but at the city of Quebec.

Ma. MAcDONNELL said that coun-
ties in Nova Scotia occupied a similar
position. He suggested that the clerks
of the County Courts should be empow-
ered to issue the order in question,
which a Judge was bound to do on affi-
davit being made. No discretion at ail
was allowed in the matter. County
clerxs and prothonotaries were at pre-
sent permitted to grant orders in casos
of fully as great importance as these.

Ma.LA FLAMME said that these mat-
ters would be taken into consideration.
At the same ti me ho would remark th at
these officers were not under the con-
trol of this Government, and could not
be bound to perform any duties that
they imposed on them.

MR. COSTIGAN said that the Judge
for his constituency resided about 150
miles from the shire town, and easy
access to him to make those applica-
tions was notalways possible. Allthe
counties should be placed on an equal
footing in this respect.

Progress ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at
Fifteen minutes after

Twelve o'clock.
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took the Chair at Threc

PRAYERS.

MA NITOBA LAND CLAIMS BILL.

[BIL No. 46.]

(NMr. Mills.)

<ONSIDERATION OF SENATE AMENDMENT.

The Order for taking into consider-
ation the amendment made by the
Senate to Bill No. 46 respecting
conflicting caims to lands of occupants
in Manitoba, read.

31R. MILLS moved that this House
doth disagree with the said amendment,
for the following reasons:-

1st. That the proposed amendient is at
variance with the general scope and title of
the Act respecting conflicting claims to lands
in Manitoba, under whic the question
whether any person las a claim against the
Crown is not referred to the Conmissioners,
but only the cases of persons who lad
acqmired some estate or interest in land froni
the Hudson's Bay Conpany, or the cases of'
adverse or conflicting claims between persous
under sub-sections three and tour of section
thirty-two of the Manitoba Act, and in
respect of which it lias been previously estab-

sared wi the satisfaction of the Minister
chlarged lvii h e administration oifDominioýn
Lands, tiat there has been undisturbed
occupancy of the sane. The question
whether any person has a claim against the
Crown, is and should be determined by the
Minister prior to any reference to the Coi-
missioners.

2nd. That the nachinery provided by the
Dominion Lands Act enables the Minister in
charge to make the necessary investigation
in the cases proviied for by the amendment
more expeditiously, efficiently and cheaply
than can be done under this amendment,
should it become Law.

3rd. That the amendment would prevent
any Minister fron decidmng adversely to the
claimant without first naking a relerence to
the Comanissioners, although the evidence
accompanying the applicatioa may con-
clusively shew that the person asking for a
patent las no valid claim.

4th1. That the amendient will injuriously
impede the administration of Dominion
Lands in Manitoba, and delav the allotment
of some of the a1alf-breed resèrvations.

MIR. MYAN said the Senate amend-
ment intended to roer to an indepen-

MIt. CoSTIGAN.

dent tribunal that elass of claims which
are not recognized by the Department
of the Interior under its restricted in-
terprctation of the word possession.

The Speaker
o'clock.

IIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Saturday, 20th April, 1878.

MR. SCHULTZ said that it was
quito evident, from the discussion in
the Senate, that there cxisted a strong
feeling in relation to these stakeelaims,
and in reference to such grievances he
must call attention to a peculiar class
of them existing in the Parishes of St.
Clements and St. Peter, in Manitoba.
He had occasion to speak of these
before, and bad assisted in giving ail
sorts of data and evidence. No action
had been taken, and no hope, appar-
ently, of a speedy settlement. while
the greatest inconvenience was experi-
enced by the occupants of these lands.
In the neighbourhood of the Stone
Fort also, there was a number of quar-
ter-sections sold to Stophens and others,
in Montreal, and given to the Hudson
Bay Company, which were in the
llaypoundage belt, and which, conise-
quenitly, belonged to the people in that
district who owned the river farms,
and if the Government desired to re-
ceive the good opinion of that
section, these matters must be
looked into and redressed, and at once.
As regards the amendments to the
Disputed Claims Act, he very mnuch
regretted that if that Act needed
amendment, why the necessity had not
been discovered a year ago, and was
surprised that the Commissioner ap-
pointed under the Act should have
drawn his pay to the last moment, and
only then repented that the Act was
unworkable. Too much time, by far,
had been lost in this way, and, appar-
ently, in every other way in the Pro-
vince. In fact, a fatality seemed to
attend all Manitoba matters in connec-
tion with land matters. Tho blocks
taken by parishes, and notably that of
St. Andrews, had not been pre-
served intact, but had been altered 10
suit the convenience of the Depart-
ment. The issue of scrip had been
delayed till all benefit from it had
passed away, and the continued delay
in the distribution of the minors land
was an injustice to all parties con-
cerned, and was too palpable to need
comment. Session after Session lie
had spoken of those matters, and would
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now make a last appeal. le had been
often promised the attention of the
Government to these matters, and he
trusted that these promises would be
fulfilled, and believed that in view of
ibese long and grievous delays, and
the peaceful and quiet manner in which
the people had borne them, that the
Government would be only performing
a just and graceful act were they to
remit the payment of the seed grain
which they had received.

SIR JOIIN A. MACDONAID said
there was no reason why the Minister
of the Interior, who had control of the
matter, should not accept the amend-
ment proposed, which would make
the law the same as before, under the
Statute 53 Victoria.

31R. BLAKE said it was now pro-
posed, for the first time, to refer to a
commission, the question, whether
there was a right, as against the Crown
or not. There was a great distinction
between the class of cases dealt with
under the Act hitherto, and those under
consideration.

3R. PALMER said there could be
no doubt that the Senate proposed to
do what never bad been done before.
The rights of the people were at the
present time disposed of by the
arbitrary wilt of the Minister of the
Interior, without any proper investi-
gation being made by the Department.
lie did not mean to insist that the
Department should be compelled to
adopt the principle suggested by the
Senate; but would it not be well in
cases where they felt themselves
unable to decide, for want of evidence,
to refer the matter to a tribunal which
(ould dispose of such cases ? There
was, truly enough, no claim apart
from the Crown, but the claims which
were perfectly well founded, were de-
terminéd, in the meantime, by political
power. He assumed that was not
proper. It would be better, he thought,
for the Minister of the Interior to refer
such cases to a Commission.

Ma. MILLS said be did not think
the hon. gentleman would care to
administer a department and give
effect to a provision of this sort, which
was strictly at variance with the
adminstration of public affairs in this

country. If the principle laid down
was adopt£d in this instance, it ought
to be adopted in all disputes, whether
in regard to supplies, lighthouses,
or w.th regard to Indian or publie
lands. The principle was not a proper
but a nugatory one. It was in a great
measure a direction by Parliament as
to the manner in which certain affairs.
with regard to public lands, should be
administered. Th.it, as he had already
pointed out, was the introduction of an
entirely new principle. A provision
was introduced to take evidence some
other way than through the ordinary
officers of the Department, in cases
where it was sought to be ascertained
whether the Crown had parted with its
rights, and whether a patent should be
made out in favour of the person who-
set up the claim. As the law stood at
present, the Minister must be satisfied
that some party bad a claim, before
the case was referred to a Commission.
A commission was simply a convenient
mode of taking evidence for the use of
the department in a particular case, ani
there was no reason why the Minister
should not act on the evidenco which
he obtained in the first inst.nce. In
the proposed anendment to the Bill,
it was provided that when a person
inade application for letters patent, and
the Minister was not satisfied that that
person was entitled to send letters,
he was to refer the matter Io a com-
mission to do what he had already
done-to take evidence whicli he had
already in his possession, which miglt
conclusively show that the claimant
was not entitled to letters patent. He
stili adhexed to the resolution he lad
moved.

MR. POPE (Compton) said the pro-
position made might be novel in the
legislation of this country; but he
thought it was a very proper one. At
one time the free grant system existed
in Lower Canada, and for a long time
after it was abolished, settlers or
squatters took possession, imagining
that that system was still in force, and
a Commission was appointed to obtain
information just as was proposed at
present. It was, of course, to the
benefit of the Dominion that spare
land should be occupied as soon as
possible, and the broadest constinction
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should, for that reason, be put on the
Act.

Ma. MILLS said that question was
not touched in this Bill.

Ma. POPE said he thought so. He
(Mr. Pope) stated that it was most
important, in the interests of the peo-
ple going into that country, that these
people should have a broad liberal
construction put upon this section of
the Act. He quite agreed, notwith-
standing what the hon. member for
South Bruce (Mr. Blake) had said, that
the Minister of the Interior should be
nble to have a Commission which
would obtain for him full and complote
evidence with respect to these eleims.

MR. LANGEVIN said he thought
these people should have the sane
right as any other individual-as a
contractor, fqr example, bad. If a
contractor had a claim against the
Government, the Minister of Publie
Works examined that claim and
decided. If he decided adversely to
the claimant, the latter might ask that
the matter be referred to arbitration;
or if it was a large claim, he could
have his case tried before the Supreme
Court. These settlers were the
pioneers of the country; when they
came thore and wanted wood for their
fences or bouses, they went to the
nearest land, and, according to the
custom of the country, they said, "this
is my piece of land," and having
staked it in, they had a perfect right to
it, because that was the custom of the
country. In regard to marriages, the
custoni of the country was for the
ceremony to take place before one or
two witnesses ; they had no minister of
religion present, and that marriage had
been recognized by the Courts of Law.
These were customs of the country
before we acquired it; why should we
then dispute the rights of the few
individuals? Was it worth our while
as a powerful Government?

Ma. MILLS: That is wholly beside
the question.

Ma. LANGEVIN said that if the
right to some millions of acres were
involved, it would be a different mat-
ter.

Ma. BLAKE: Is the Crown to be
represented before the Commis-

Ma. PoPE.

sion, and to cross-examine witnesses
and so forth ?

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, most decidedly, there must be
somebody there in the interests of the
Crown, but he took it that it was only
when the evidence was conflicting and
unsatisfactory that such a Commission
would be appointed.

MR. BLAKE said he entirely agreed
with what had been said as to the un-
satisfactory nature of the affidavit
evidence as a mode of ascertaining the
truth, but this was not a case for
obtaining evidence at all. There was
no party antagonistie to the claimants.
It was not a case in which two parties
were contending for possession; it was
a case in which the claimant was called
upon to make out their single point of
undisturbed possession to the Crown.
If they were to have the Crown repre-
sented before the Commission, they
would have legal gentlemen on either
side, and the proceeding would be made
a very expensive one. It was ad mitted
that the objectof the amendmentwas to
obtain a more liberal construction than
the law allowed. Another gentleman
had said that the lawyers of this House
had framed a law, but the people of
Manitoba were not lawyers, and they
wanted the bargain changed. If so,
lot them change it. Let them say
what should be the character of posses-
sion; what should be sufficient to entitle
people to possession; there was no use
for one side to endeavour to obtain
greater latitude than the Act of Parlia-
ment had given, which would be the
effect of the amendment. He perfectly
agreed with the hon. member for
Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald) that
this Bill would not be worth spending
so mueh time in talking about if its
practical results were simply permis-
sive; but he contended that its
practical results were compulsorY.
The Act having providèd that
in cases where the Minister of the In-
terior was dissatisfied there should be
a Commission, ho was therefore bound,
in such cases, to have a CommissiOu.
The bulk of these cases had been de-
termined as liberally towards the
claimants as was at all consistent with
the law of the land.

Motion agreed to.
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MR. MILLS moved, tLat a message
te sent to the Senate, acquainting
their Honours. that this House had
disagreed to the s4aid amendment for
the foregoing reasons.

Motion agreed to.
STPPLY.

House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.
XIII.-OCEAN AND RIVER. SERVICE.

Dominion Steamers.

113 Maintenance and repaire of
Steamers Napoleon III, Netyîeld,
Druid, Glendon, Sir James Douglas
and Northern Light ........... $130,000

In reply to Mr. LANGEVIN,
Sua ALBERT J. SMITH said there

was practically an increase this year
of $10,000. They took a vote for
$100,000 for the steamers mentioned
with $20,000 for the Northern Light.
They found the latter sum, however,
insufficient for the maintenance and
repair of that vessel, and therefore
they had put it at $30,000, though he
did not believe the whole of that
amount would be required.

Ma. LANGEVIN: I believe this
Xorthern Light, although it was said
would be only an experiment, has
proved a very costly experiment ?

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: I quite
agree with you.

MR. LANGEVIN: Would it not be
better to get rid of the vessel al-
togetber ?

SiR ALBERT J. SM[TII said the
Government were bound by treaty to
make communication between Prince
Edwárd Island and the mainland, and
had found it extremely difficult. The
steamer had done the work up to Feb-
ruairy, but was now stopped, owing to
injury to her machinery.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he did not
find fault with the service itself, which
the Government was bound to perform.
But the hon member for Queen's had
pinted out that the service could be
more regularly performed and at mach
less cast between two ports other than
those between which the steamer
plyed at present. He would ask the
lon. the Minister of Marine and Fish-
elies whether any change of line was
cuntemplated?

131

SiR ALBERT J. SMITH said the
subject was undcr the consideration of
the Government. No particular points
between the island and the mainland
had yet been decided upon. le rather
agreed with the hon. member for
Queen's that Cape Traverse and Cape
Tormentine would be the two points
between which the steamer could ply
with greatest regularity, the distance
between the two being only nine miles.
Before next winter the Government
would arrive at a conclusion on the
subject.

MR. LANGEVIN asked whether it
would not be necessary to build
wharves at those places ?

Sra ALBERT J. SMITH said that
the hon. member for Queen's and other
gentlemen skilled in this matter,
thought that wharves were really not
necessary, because the board ice ex-
tended a considerable distance from
shore, on which could be landed the
passengers and freight.

MR. SINCLAIR said they would be
required at the commencement of the
season, until the board ice became
formed. New arrangements ought
to be made for next year. It could not
be expected that any vessel could for a
length of time do the work of pound-
ing through ice for 45 miles, the dis-
tance between Pictou harbour and
Georgetown. The natural connecting
link between the island and the main-
land was betwoen the two capes. The
Government should put in the Supple-
mentary Estimates a sum to extend
railway communication from Cape
Tormentine to the Intercolonial, and
from Cape Traverse to the Prince Ed-
ward's Island Railway, the one a dis-
tance of 30 or 35 miles, the other 12 to
14 miles. This line of communication
could be kept open winter and summer.

Sut JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
could tbe Government not get rid, by
some means, of the Northern Light,
which hal proved a perfect failure.

SR ALBERT J. SMITH sail they
had testimony to show she was not by
any means a failure. If the chnge of
lino wcre adopted she would stilt be
usefuil.
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SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: By
using the longer route during the
summer, and the shorter route during
the winter? Of course the Govern-
ment could not undertake to make the
railway connection mentioned, which
would cost a million dollars.

Mu. PALMER said the practical
mode of solving this difficulty was to
get rid of the Northern Light and
establish communication between Cape
Tormentine and Cape Traverse,
which would involve the completion of
railway communication. The right
bon. member for Kingston had stated
that would cost a very large sum, and
that the Government ought not to
build the railway. He (Mr. Palmer)
believed that only a very small sub-
sidy would be necessary to build the
New Brunswick line, to connect
with the Intercolonial, a dis-
tance of thirty miles, wbich would
pass through a very fertile country.
The same policy sbould be pursued on
the other side, and then employ a
powerful but much smaller steamer,
than the Northern Light. This
route possessed another advantage,
that of being easily traversed by ice-
boats. The passago need never be
delayed. When it was impossible for
the steamboat to cross, ice-boats could
be used. The interest of the money
necessary to complete this route with
railway connection would be small,
compared with the sum necessary to
be expended on the Northern Light,
even were she able to run regularly.

Vote agreed to.
120. To provide for the examination

of Masters and Mates........ 4,250 00
121. For the purchase of Lite Boats

Life Preservers, and Rewards
for Saving Life.............. 3,000 00

ME. ANGLIN called attention to the
faut that inadequate provision was
made for manning the lifeboats, and
that at St John many lives had been
lost on that account.

MR. McCALLUM said it was neces.
sary that lifeboats should be placed
in charge of the lighthouse keepers on
Lake Erie.

Smn ALBERT J. SMITH said instruc-
tions had been given for the placing of
a lifeboat at the places indicated by
the hon. gentleman.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH.

MR. BUNSTER urged the placing of
lifeboats on the west coast of Vancou-
ver Iland, where a great many lives
had been lost in consequence of the
absence of life-saving apparatus. If
proper lifeboat provision had been
made many lives would have teen sav-
ed at the time of the Pacific disaster.
Boats should be placed at the different
lighthouses, where they were required,
and where, according to the informa-
tion furnished the hon. gentleman's
Department, they would be of great
benefit to the country. He trusted
the Government would act on the
hon. gentleman's suggestion. Many
valuable lives, which were always ex-
posed to danger in connection with
immigration, would thus be saved.
He wisbed that the Governmentwould
place at Cape Veal, on the western
coast of British Columbia, :: steam pel-
isse,which might be obtained for a very
small amount of money from one of
Her Majesty's men-of-war. He thought
that if the Government would apply
to the Admiralty, they would probably
be presented with one of these boats,
which would be the means of saving a
number of lives on that coast, where
they had had several shipwrecks, at-
tended with considerable loss of life.
In fact, he had been negligent in bis
duty in not having called upon the
Government te bring down the num-
ber of shipwrecks which had occurred
on the west coast, in order to show the
great number of lives that had been
lost there.

SI ALBERT J. SMITH : You will
find that information in my Report.

Ma. BUNSTER said he had not ob-
served it. He would impress upon the
Government the necessity of having
boats, as the hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries suggosted, sta-
tioned at the different lighthouses in
British Columbia, where Indian crews
could be had almost within hailing dis-
tance. There men were just as good
boatmen as the Whites; they pulled as
good an oar; they had muscle, and
could always command crews, and
thus, with very slight expense to the
Dominion, many valuable lives could
be saved. He heartily endorsed the
suggestion of the hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries.

(COMMONS.J. Supply.
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MR. LANGEVIN said that last year
be had called the attention of the
hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish-
cries to the condition of our lifeboats,
and stated that some of them were
quite useless, being left in such a state
t.hat they could not be used. He had
.directed attention especially to the
lifeboat at Murray Bay, and he now
wished to know whether this boat had
been removed or whether it was in-
tended to provide a new one at that
place.

SiR ALBERT J. SMITH : I am not
now prepared to answer the question,
but I will procure the necessary in-
formation. General instructions, I
think, we e given to our officers, to
direct their attention, at their annual
visits to the lighthouses, to the condi-
tion of the lifeboats at these stations.

Ma. LANGEVIN said that this par-
ticular boat was under shelter, the
door was locked, and it was placed in
a very nice building; but ho did not
know how far it could be used for the
saving of life. There were always a
number of boats at the wharf, belong-
ing to private individuals, and he
thought that if occasion arose, these
boats would be used instead of the
lifeboat, which was placed at a dis-
tance inland, as there certainly would
iot be time to launch it. He thought
that the hon. the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries should order an investi-
gation to be made as to the location of
this boat, which should be so placed as to
rnake it available in case of need. At
present this was out of the question,
atnd the boat was of no use whatever.

Sira ALBERT J. SXITH: I will
have the matter looked into.

Ma. BLAKE said that this boat
could be easily placed in the water in
twenty minutes.

MR. LANGEVIN: The hon. gentle-
man well knows that it is under cover.

3R. BLAKE: Yes.
Ma. LANGEVIN : If lives are to

be saved this boat will not be obtained.
The lion. gentleman knows that twenty
Other boats are available and these
will be used in case of need.

Ma. BLAKE : I have no doubt that
under ordinary circumstances, when

1311

there is not a very great storm, those
already in the water will be used ; this
is always the case.

Vote agreed to.

122. To provide for investigation into
wrecks and casualties, and collec-
tion of information relating to dis-
asters to shipping........................$500.00

MR. DAVIES said he desired to call
attention to the insufficiency of the in-
vestigations into the causes of wrecks
as at present conducted. About 30
years ago in England a law passed re-
quiring masters of all sea-going vessels
to be examined before a competent
tribunal ; and this law had been at-
tended with the very best results. It
had, moreover, been extended to the
colonies, and to the Canadian colonies
in particular. Afterards the Im-
perial Parliament enacted a law which
compelled a close investigation into
the causes of wrecks, and a Wreck
Commissioner was appointed, No
sooner did a vessel get ashore than this
Commissioner constituted a Court in
accordance with the provisions of the
Act, and made a searching enquiry
intq the circumstances. This Court
had power to suspend masters, if their
conduct was ever to blame, for 3, 6, 9
or 12 months, and even to cancel their
certificates altogether, reducing them
to the condition of ordinary scamen.
We had a sonewhat similar law-32
and 33 Vic., Cap. 38, but was not
so efficient. It was permissive and
the authority was çested in the Com-
missioner of Customs, who might sum-
mon a Court of Enquiry. Practically,
this law was inoperative. In the Pro-
vince of Prince Edward Island, about
which a great nany wrecks took
place, owing to its insular position,
they had never had one in-
vestigation. It was not convenient
for the Collector of Cnstoms to make
them ; they were attended with a great
deal of trouble and no remuneration.
He thought that this had a very pre-
judicial effect. Naturally they had a
great many shipmasters on the Is-
land, where the young men had a fond-
ness for sea-going, and he was proud
to say that among them were a great
many first-class master-mariners. A
different state of things would exist
if rigid investigation into these mat-
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ters took place, and if the English sys-
tem was properly carried out. Within
the last two years, a new ship laden
with cats, bas been lost within a quar-
ter of a mile of the place where she
was launched, and it was very weil
known in the Island that this vessel
was sold and taken over to Pictou the
following spring when navigation
opened, and put on the slip ; no ex-
pense at all was incurred and the un-
derwriters and others were swindled
out of the proceeds of the vessel. This
had a very prejudicial effect on honest
people. Hie had to pay his share of
the loss resulting, for, as they were
aware, the underwriters fixed the rate
of insurance on the average rate ot
losses, say for the half of the St. Law-
rence, and honest insurers had to pay
for these fraudulent losses. lie con-
tended that this state of things ought
to be changed. The present Act was
permissive and practically a dead let-
ter. le believed that two or three
investigations bad been beld in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, in very
flagrant cases, but ho did not remem-
ber of any having been made in Prince
Edward Island, which was a very con-
venient place to ]ose shipping at, now
that shipping was depressed and not
worth over tifty per ecnt. of its cost a
year or two ago. People so disposed
could very conveniently lose an old ship
at the Island and defraud the under-
writers; and as the sbore shelved
gradually, the loss of life was very
small, le said that they should have
a Wreck Commissioner and several
deputies. This would necessitate con-
siderable expense; but in order to
make the system complote, masters
should be examined and wrecks inves-
tigated. Such Commissioner should be
clothed with the same powerswhich the
Commissioners in England possessed.
Such investigations would be a whole-
some check. le ventured to say that
with such a system not one-balf of the
ships wbich were now lost would be-
cone wrecked. Ship-masters would
then take very good care that they did
not lose their certificates. He hoped
that the bon. the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries would attend to this
matter.

Sin ALBERT J. SMITII said that
this suggestion was worthy of the most

MR. DAVIES.

serious consideration; but it must not
be forgotten that this country was
quite different from England, which
was comparatively small in extent, its
coasts on every part being approach-
able at all seasons. A great nany
wrecks occurred there, and the Wreck
Commissioner, on the first information,
bad to repair to such spots. This was
utterly impossible bore. With such a
system, a Wreck Commissioner would
certainly be required on Prince Edward
Island. Wrecks there generally oc-
cured when it was impossible to get
there ; and the same remarks applied
to localities down the St. Lawrence,-
to the Magdalen Islands, to Anticosti,
and farther down. It would be quite
impossible for a Wreck Commissioner
to repair to these spots when wrecks
took place; and ho would have to wait
until the men came to Quebec or some
other place in order to ex-
amine them, It was at pre-
sent the duty ot Commissioners
of Customs, to enquire into the causes
of and the circumstances attending
wrecks; and the Government had power
to appoint a formal judicial Court to
hold an enquiry into these circumstan-
ces, and, as in England, to suspend or
cancel the certificates of masters or
mates. This was very similar to the
English Law; our country was very
much larger than England; and it
seemed to hi. impossible to carry out
bore the English systen which was
totally unsuited to our circumstances.
He bad never failed, when a case was
brought under his notice, where the
circumstances expited suspicion ais to
bond fide loss, to appoint, if necossary,
a Court of Enquiry, but it had never
seemed to him fit and proper to incur
the very beavy expenses that naturally
resulted from the holding of such an
enquiry, unless the circumstances were
suspicious. It only took a very short
time, by Order-iri-Council, to establish
a Court.

MR. DAVIES said ho regretted
to differ from the bon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries. The law a8 it
stood (was nearly altogether in-
operative.

Srm ALBERT J. SMITII: In a
sense.
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Ma DAVIES said that in order to
<*arry the system out properly, Wreck
,Commissioners should be appointed.
This would cause some expense, but it
was a necessity. This officer should
have one deputy on the Pacifie Coast,
..nd two or three on the Atlantic
-Coast. This would not require a very
great expenditure. At prosent he con-
tended that there was no check. The
law was permissive, and as no fees
were attached, the general result was
that no enquiry took place. This wis
the case in bis own Province, and the
effect was very prejudical thero and
in the Maritime Provinces. Canada
was now the fifth largest ship-owning
country in the world; her merchantmen
were on every sea, and it was a matter
of great importance to bave this law
-operative and complote.

Ma. PALMER said ho was surprised
to hear bis hon. friend (Mir. Davies)
make this statement, which, if true,
ought to be investigated. It was a
grave charge to make on the floor of
Parliament against a class of
men whose equals for integrity and
usefulness did not exist in Canada, or
in any country. He was not prepared,
however, to say that his hon. friend's
statement was not true; but this coun-
try could not afford to have it go forth
to the world without contradiction or
investigation.

Ma. DAVIES: You cannot contra-
dict it.

Mu. PALMER said ho entirely
agreed with the lon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries that, in the pre-
setnt state of the country, it was asking
too much to request the appointment
-of aWreckCommissioner..This would in-
volve an enormous expenditure, which
this country could not afford. He hoped
that the hon gentleman was mistaken.
These statements would be very inju-
rions to the character of the country,
and ho, therefore, protested against
their being made at ail. If they were

, as regarded the Island, they were
n1ot true with respect to this class of
m1en in general.

Ma. DAVIES said that what ho had
stated with regard to fraudulent wrecks
wýas not only true with respect to bis
own Province, but also with regard to

the Province of New Brunswick. If a
s'ip went ashore, say at Shodiac, N.B.,
or on the coast of Prince Edward Is-
land, there was not much danger of
loss of life. The captain know that no
investigation would bo made into bis
conduct as master.mariner ; a survey
was made; the vessel was sold, and the
whole property, perhaps,was sacrificed.
If there were a Wrock Commis-
sioner, this would not occur.
Captains would thon be . very
careful lest they should get into
trouble. At present no enquiry was
made and the Act was practically a
dead letter, because it was not compul-
sory on Collectors of Customs to hold
these surveys. More than once cases
of the kind to which ho referred had
taken place; but it was not bis place
to become a common informer, and
thus make enemies. It was the duty
of the Government to protect insurance
companies and their agents.

MR. McCALLUM said lie regretted
the fact that the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Davies) had thought proper to reflect
on a class of mon which was as honest
and as well behaved as any class in the
Dominion. The hon. gentleman would
have the Government spend money in
order to protect the underwriters. If
officers of vessels ran thom ashore,
they were exposed to the loss of their
certificates and to punishment as
felons; but certainly this country had
no money to expend for the protection
of underwriters.

MR. DAVIES said he only wished
the Imperial Act to be applied to the
Dominion. Tho fow dollars which
would have to be expended would not
be any great loss. It the country could
afford to spend large sums on the
Pacific Railway and other schemes, an
expenditure of $2,000 or $3,000 in a
matter of this kind would not be folt to
any appreciable extent.

Ma. GOUDGE thouight this was a
matter of very great importance uow
that the shipping of the country
represented between $40,000,000
and 850,000,000. The suggestion
made by the hon. member for
Kings was, he thought, an excel-
lent one, though it might not,
of course, be convenient for the
Minister of Marine, at the moment, to
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state whether ho wouid accede to the
hon. gentleman's wishes. To appoint
a Commissioner of Wrecks would be a
step in the right direction, and would
probably prevent the loss of many
wrecks. He should be sorry to say
that our master mariners would throw
away a ship. He believed they were a
very excellent class of men; but cases
might occur in which, for want of super-
visioi, ships might be thrown away.
It n.ight be said that the underwriters
should look after the matter ; no doubt
they did, but sometimes before they
could get to the place where a wreck
occurred, it was surveyed, sold and
beyond thoir reach. He thought the
Minister of Marine should seriously
consider whetber a Commissioner or
some other person should at once pro-
ceed to a wreck and hold an official
investigation.

Ma. McCALLUM: The hon.
gentleman says before the under-
writers can get to the scene of a wreck
the vessel is sold ? By whom is it
sold ?

MR. GOUDGE: By those who sur-
veyed it.

Mi. McCALLUM: And would
you have the Government to do the
business of the underwriters ?

MR. DAVIES said it was not so
much a question for the underwriters
as for the owners of ships, because
they fixed the rates, and the owners
had to pay them.

Vote agreed to.
123 Expenses in connection with

Canadian Registration of
Shipping...... .............

124 Mon treal Water Police...
$500 00

14,090 00

MR. BUNSTER said there were no
Water Police at British Columbia
where they would be of great advan-
tage in the way of arresting deserters
from Her Majesty's navy.

SIa ALBERT J. SM[TH: There is
no tax on the'ships there.

Mi. BUNSTER: Then you should
put a tax on our shipping and give us
a Water Police. %

SIR ALBERT J. SXITH: If I am
in my place next Se'tsion, I will intro-
duce a measure of that c-haracter.

Vote agreed to.
MI. GOUDGE.

124. River Water Police.................... $23,500

MR. BLANCHET: Perhaps the
Minister of Marine will state what
changes bave been made in that De-
partment. I know that Mr. Miller
took Mr. Russell's place, as shipping-
master, and it is reported that the
situation of Chief of the River Police is
vacant.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: I may say
frankly that a change iscontemplated,
but it bas not been effected yet.

Vote agreed to.
126. Removal of Obstructions ir Naviga-

ble Rivers.................... ........... ....
MR. LANGEVIN: Will the hon.

gentleman say what wai done with this
money last year ?

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: Up to the
20th June, 1877, we expended $193
for removing obstructions in Summer-
side Harbour, and $12 in advertise-
ments giving notice of some obstruc-
tions. These are the only items I
know of, but I will look into the mat-
ter further, and give the hon. gentle-
man the information ho desires.

MR. STEPHENS said, in the county
which ho represented, there was a river
called Sydney River, and the customs
paid last year on the shipping in a
port some miles up, amoUnted to
$3,387. 10; in 1876, the duties & mounted
to $2,950.86; and in 1875, to $3,298.34,
making a total of $9,636.30, a great
part ofwhich was collected on the im-
ports of a vessel which plied between
that port, Detroit and the city
of Brisbane. Two other steamers
also plied now between the same
ports. From the shipping of the
River Thames in the same county,
$19,087.76 were collected in 1875, $23,-
332.70 in 1876, and $23,696.15 in 1877,
making a total of $66,116.91,and for the
two rivers a total of$75,753.2 1. He beld
thon that the sum of $500 asked in this
vote was a very paltry one and would
not suffice for the two rivers he had
referred to.

SIR AILBERT J. SMIT[I said his hon.
friend was under a misapprehension.
The object of thisgrant was merely to
remove artificial obstructions, such as.
timber-in rivers and harbours, but did
not apply to natural obstructions or the
improvement of rivers.
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MR. STEPHENSON said he gener-
ally received the explanations of his
hon. friend the Minister of Marine
with a degree of satisfaction, but in the
resent c'ase he mighb express the
elief that $5,000 were required to re-

move the obstructions in these two
rivers.

SIR ALBERT J. SX[TE said that if
the hon. gentleman called the attention
of the Department to the existence of
obstructions in either of these rivers,
from floating lumber. he woald cause
an enquiry, and, if necessary, remove
the obstructions.

Vote ajreed to.

XIV. LIGHTHOUSE AND COAST
SERVICE.

127. Salaries ani allowance of
Lighthouse Keepers ...... $151,589 00

MR. LXNGEVIN a4kel why the
lighthouse keeper at Kamouraska hal
recoivel an increase of $50.

Sia ALBERT J. SUITHI said it was
because the light there was changed
from a fixed to a revolving light,
entailing more responsibility, time and
care.

Ma. LANGEVIN said the salary
of the keeper at Metis had been reduc-
ed by $20, and he presumed that was
done because the light there was
changod from a revolving to a fixed
one.

SiR ALBERT J. SMITH said he did
not think any actual reduction had
been made, but ho would enquire into
the matter.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

MR. LANGEVIN asked how long
the keeper had been at Tadousac Rangoe
Light.

Sia ALBERT J. SKITI: I think
about three years.

MR. LANGEVIN said the man had
been there for three years taking care
of the two light, whieh were a quar-
ter of a mile distant from each other,
for a salary of $150, and now, ail at

once, it was proposed to double his
salary. Ris duty would not he more
than during the past three years, and
the only reason given for the increase
appears to be that it was a lonely
place, and that there was no garden to
cultivate to render him less lonely.
He might say that there were other
lighthouse keepers who were as lonely,
some whose lighthouses were situated
in the middle of the St. Lawrence,
three or four miles from shore.
These had not had thoir salaries in-
creased. HA thought there should be
a rule for these increases, and that
they should not be allowed to be
made in this discriminate fashion.
Last year ho pointed out the case of a
lighthouse keoper, whose salary had
been gradually increased, until it was
$350, simply because he had a friend
at Court. It was the same in the pre-
sent instance. They might have
increased the man's salary by $50,
but there was an object in doubling
it ; it was doubled so that
next year the man would not
want an increase, and some other rela-
tion could receive an augmentation of
his salary. At the lighthouse of Port
Charles, a very important point be-
tween Montreal and Que bec, and where
a large sum of money had been ex-
pended, the man only received $150,
and had to keep the lights from tho
middle of April to the lst December.
Why was not that man to receive $300 ?
He was qui te as lonesome as the other.
The Cap aux Oies lighthouso was as
lonely a place as could be found on the
Lower St. Lawrence; notwithstanding,
the lighthouse keeper thore had $200
only. The fact that tho man at
Tadousac had been incroasel $300
would have this effeet: tisat ail light-
house keepers would be applying to
be put on the same footing. He did
not say that the man's work was not
worth $300; but, if so, the work
of the other man was worth as
much. He should like to ask if
the Department had any explanation
with regard to the increasc.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH said that,
before he yielded to the solicitatio i of
the keeper, ho had :in enquiry made,
and Mr. Gregory visited the locality.
11e reported to the Department that
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$150 was too small a salary, and repre-
sented that the two lights were one-
third of a mile apart, over a rough,
rocky road, most difficult to traverse,
and that ho required occasional assist-
ance to attend to both lights. That it
was lonely was no reason, certainly;
but the Department thought the claim
a meritorious one.

Ma. McCALLUM asked why a de-
crease in salary of $35 had been made
at Scotch Bonnet, an increase of $25 at
Port Stanley, and a decrease of $133
at Lancaster Pier ?

Ma. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
said that tho Port Stanley light was
one of the most important on the north
shore of Lake Erie. Port Stanley was
the principal harbour on the north
shore.

Ma. McCALLUM said he knew that
it was not the principle harbour thore.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITII said that,
under an Order-in-Council passed in
1870, before he came into office, the
salaries of various lighthouse keepers
in the Dominion were fixed; some
were decreased on the appointment of
new officers, and Scotch Bonnet came
in the latter list. The appointment at
Lancaster Pier was also a new one;
hence the decrease.

MR. CAMPBELL said ho wished to
know why the lighthouse keeper at
Bird Island, N.S., had been allowed to
come on shore during winter, m hile
Mr. McPhee, the manager of the Gov-
ernment institution at St. Paul's
Island three years ago, had been
turned out in the middle of winter,
when ho could not renove bis family
or effects from the Island. This man
remained on shore all winter, and his
wife and part of bis family stayed
alone on the Island, with a superin-
tendent over their heads. His con-
stituents had repeatedly asked him
why the action of the Govornment was
so arbitrary in the one case and so
generous in the other, as in the case
of Bird Island lighthouse, the keeper
farmed out the work done for $200,
and pocketed the balance, making a
political canvas at the same time.
This lighthouse keeper had abandoned
his post twelve months ago. le had
movedfor the papers. relating to this

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH.

matter some time since, and he had
just roceived them.

SiR ALBERT J. SMITH said that
the lighthouse keeper on, Bird Island
was the bròther of Hon. Mr. Ross,
and having spoken to him (Sir Albert
J. Smith) about this matter at Halifax,
he had told Mr. Ross to make his ap-
plication for leave of absence on the
ground that bis family was ill the win-
ter before, and that he desired to live
on the mainland in winter, in writing.
Mr. Ross promised in his letter to pro.
vide an efficient person (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) to take charge of the property
during his absence, and to return to
the post in the spring. If he did not
return, of course he would have to
rosign the position. These were the
facts, and he thought that the Blouse
would justify him in granting this
leave of absence under the circuni-
stances.

MR. STEPHENSON said that, as
was well known, the lighthouse pro-
perty at Rondeau was very valuable.
The lighthouse keeper at this point
had entire charge of two lighthouses,
one of which was provided with a re-
volving light, and, nominally, he be-
lieved, this man had control of the
harbour itself; but no person had
actual charge of the harbour, into
which large vessels went and lay dur-
ing storms, to the great damage of
piers, upon which a large sum had
been expended. No one had authority
to order the vessels to go into the bar-
bour and anchor there, and the result
was that these piers sustained very
considerable damage. This lighthouse
keeper received a salary of $400 per
annum; ho lived several miles fron
any inhabited house; he did not have
the advantage of any school or of any
land to cultivate; and he had ton or
twelve miles to go to market; in
fact ho was completely isolated.
Last year the Government had been
kind enough to give this official a boat,
but it was only large enough for one
man to use to go to market, to the
post-office etc. He had the nominal and
ought to have active control over these
entire works. Moreover, he was com-
pelled to remain at bis post during the
whole of the year, and, in addition, he
he had to take charge of these tXo
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liglits. ol (Mr. Stephenson) thonght
that in view of those facts the salary
was altogether too small ; and if such a
request was not previously made, he
now applied for an increase of' this
nan's salary, or if this were not done,

for the appointnent of an assistant.
He believed that this matter had been
brought before the Government before,
and he trusted that the Government
would at once sec the absolute necessity
of increasing this man's salary, so that
he might secure assistance, or else that
assistance should be secured -for him.
This officer should also have power
equivalent to those of a barbour master
in the Eastern Provinces, or some such
powers which would enable him to
have entire control over the vessels
which entered the harbour. He had
sen 14 or 15 vessels go into it during
a storm, and some of them bad from
50 to 60 hands on board. It was neces-
sary that some person sbould have
lie authority of which he spoke at

this point. Otherwise he thought that
the Government would do an injustice
to themselves. to the country, and to
this great work whieh existed at
R>ondeau for the advantage of navi-
gation generally.

Sia ALBERT J. SM[TH said that
Iis attention .had recently been
drawn to the facts as stated,
and hc had come to the conclusion that
it was necessary to appoint a harbour-
master et this port. It was in con-
templation to do so at an early day,
aind bis hon. friend knew that the
pkolvers of a barbour-master were very
considerable. He understood that
foreign and other vessels made use of
ihese piers, causing considerab:e darn-
age. A wharfinger, at the saine time,
would be appointed.

M.t. STEPHENSON said that this
was an outport of the Port of Chatham;
anîÀd al though it had a Customs officer, it
traght not be known to the Depart-
moert that this officer lived some ten
mriles away from the spot, and, of
course, this being the case. he was very
useful. This man lived in the electoral
dJtrict of Bothwell, and be hoped
that the man appointed to the position
Lamel wouid live near the harbour.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH said that
tney proposed to appoint this light-
Ilnse keeper harbour master.

MR.STEPHENSON said that at the
same time it would be just as well to
have the Customs officer located some-
where in the vicinity of the harbour,
instead of ten or twelve miles away.
Though be did not attend to his duties,
he (Mr. Stephenson) prosumed that
this officer, nevertheless, drew bis
Ealary regularly, because bis efficiency
lad been recognised by an increase in
salary from $200 to $500.

MR. McCALLUM said that he knew
something about Rondeau harbour.
lie did not think that vessels went
in thero to lie alongside the
pier to get knocked to pieces.
He did not object to the appointment
of a harbour master there, but ho
thought it would be absurd to inake
vessels go alongside the pier at the risk
of being seriously d maged.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he understood
that the pier had been carried away
some years ago, and ho wished to know
what arrangements had been made
with the railway conpany to have it
rebuilt.

MR. MACKENZIE said it was built
by the Government, the town of Col-
lingwood and the railway company,
jointly.

MR. LANGEVIN wislhed to know in
that case whether these harbour works
at Collingwood were in the hands of
the Government.

MR. MACKENZIE said all harbours
were in the hands of the Government.
The more fact of local authorities con-
tributing part of the expense did not
relieve the Governmont of the main-
tenance of barbours.

Vote agreed to.

128. Maintenance and] Repairs .. $260,675 00

Ma. LANGEVIN wished to know
what kind of new boats were required
for the various lighthouses.

SiR ALBERT J. SM1TI said some
were liteboats and some were ordinary
ones.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he noticed
there was an increase of $684 for the
maintenance of lighthouses above Mon-
treal. Tben there was an increase of
$500 for oil, and on the next page there
was a further increase of $2,000 for the
sane purpose. Were these required
for new lighthouses ?
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SIR ALBERT J. SMITH said they
were.

In reply to Mr. LANGEVIN,

SIR ALBERT J. SMITI, said there
were 110 lights in Nova Scotia, and
ten fog whistles. The amount was not
quite sufficient last year, and, besides,
the Depariment had entered into a new
contract for oil of a higher standard
at a slight increase. This accounted
for the increase in the Estimate.

MR. LANGEVIN said ho would like
to draw attention to the need of a
good boat at Cape Beale lighthouse.
If they had had a good strong boat at
that lighthouse when the steamer was
lost a short time ago, in Vancouver
Bay, nany lives would have been
saved. The cost would not he mach,
and he strongly recommended the De-
partment to consi4er the matter.

SiR ALBERT J. SMITH: It will be
considered.

Vol e agreel to.

Ilouse adjourned at
Ten o'clock.

IOUSE OF COMMONS.

Monday, 22nd April, 1878.

PRAYERS.

The Speaker took the Chair at
Three o'clock.

SUPPL Y.

XV. FISHERIEs.

House again resolved itsolf into Com-
mittee of Supply.

(In the Committec.)

130. Salaries and disbuîrsenents of
Fishery Overseers and Wardens.$52,500

MR. MITCHELL said he wished to
learn whether it was proposed to place
the fishermen of Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island on the same
footing with the fishermen of New
Brunswick as regarded certain tax-
ation. He had called attention to this
natter last year. He had then thought

that an injustice was done, and ho was
still of the same opinion.

MR. L ANGEVIN.

SiR ALBERT J. SMITH said that
they collected as mach money in Nova.
Scotia as New Brunswick. There was
no tax on the salmon fishery in Nova
Scotia, but this was the case in New
Brunswick, Quebec, and Ontario. HeG
understood that the salmon fishery in
Nova Scotia was quite different from
the New Brunswick salmon fishery;
and his hon. friend knew very weil
that the fisheries in the Miramichi and
Restigouche Rivers, as far as salimon
were concerned, were superior to the
fisheries in the other Lower Provinces.
The taxation in question was very
slight, only 3e. each on the net
used for the catching of salmon. le
presumed that the time would very
speedily arrive when this tax must bc
extended to Nova Scotia.

Ma. MITCHELL said ho did not
know there was any material difference
between this fishery in the Provinces
of New Brunswick and Nova Scot a.

MR. JONES (Halifax): Ours is a
coast fishery.

M. MITCHIELL said that a great
deal of the New Brunswick fishery was
also a coast fishery. A very large
number of salmon were taken off the
entrance of the Miramichi River, and
around the islands in and along the
shores of the Bays of Chaleurs and St.
Lawrence. le had objocted to the tax
as originally proposed, and ho heard
his hon. friend (Sir Albert J. Smith)
had afterwards come to an amicable
arrangement whereby a small tax for
merely registration purposes was im.l
posed on the fishermen's nets, ensuring
the maintenance of the Departmental
control over these tisnerio. fie sti!l
contended that this sane Departmental
control, which was necessary for the
New Brunswick fisheries, should also
be extended to the Nova Scotia fisheries
and that a tax should not be placed on
New Brunswick fishermen which was
not also levied on Nova Scotia andl
Prince Edward Island fishermen. fli
hon. friend, last year, had promised to
consider this matter, and this tax
should either be extended or removed
altogether. There was no difference
between the Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick fisheries in this connectiOn.
He entirely approved of the tax m
question, which was reasonable.
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MR. JONES (IIalifax) said that the
Nova Scotia salmon fishe-y differed
very much, in his opinion, from the
New Brunswick salmon fishery, inas-
much, as far as he was aware, the
latter was confined mainly to rivers
and their mouths, whereas in Nova
Scotia this fishery was conducted on
the Atlantic coast, a different thing
entirely. Very few salmon, indeed,
except in the way of sport,
were taken in the Nova Scotia rivers.
H1e might say that ail their salmon
were caught off the headlands on the
Atlantic coast and around Cape
Breton. As regarded collections,
$1,520 had been received last year
trom Nova Scotia, and $1,289 from New
Brunswick in this relation.

MR. MITCHELL sait that no differ-
once existed between these fisheries in
the two Provinces. If the taxation
were equalised, the revenue thus deriv.
cd from Nova Scotia would be very
much larger than it was. The cases
were exactly parallel; and there was
no reason why this tax should not be
imposed on these other fishermen.

Sia ALBE tiT J. SMITH said he had
felt that it was wrong to levy a tax
on the fishermen on the Quebec side of
the Restigouche River, which was not
paid by the fishermen on the New

runswick side of this river. He
thought it was only fair that these
fishermen should be treated aliko, and
it seemed equally fit and proper to
place this tax on the Miramichi fisher-
mion. He must admit that there was
an apparent unfairness, but he was in-
structed by bis officers, and those who
understood the subject, that there was
lothing at ail like the Miramichi and
Restigouche fisheries in Nova Scotia,
where there were no river
fisheries of any consequence.
It was but right that taxation levied
on New Brunswick fishermen should
also be imposed on Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island fishermen. Tax-
ation should be equalized, but his hon.
1Iiend knew that it was very difficult
to make these changes all at once.
They had to do it gradually as was
the case during the incumbency of the
hon. gentleman, when there was such
a tax in Quebec and no such tax in
New Brunswick. le thought that in

a short time it would be necessary to
fax in this manner the fishermen of
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island
and British Columbia. It was in con-
templation Io impose a tax on British
Columbia fishermen.

MR. JONES (Halifax): It costs
more to protect river than coast fish-
eries.

Sin ALBERT J. SHITH1 said that
the $1,520 mentioned were obtained,
he believed, entirely from a tax of
840 each on pound nets or fish traps.
The $1,289 mentioned as returned fromn
New Brunswick were similarly col-
lected.

Ma. DECOSMOS said that ho did
not think that it was at all desirable
to impose any tax on this important
industry. Fishermen should be as
free from special taxation as machin-
ists, lawyers, or any other class of
citizens. 11e considered that it would
be a mistake to im pose any tax on the
fishermen of British Columbia in any
way, shape, manner, or form. le be-
lieved that under a mistake tho fisher-
men of Fraser River had asked the
Government for the imposition of somo
kind of taxation, and also that under
the terms of Union, they were en-
titled to equal favours with respect to
fisheries, with any other Province.
le disagreed with the hon. member

for Northumberland (Mr. Mitchell)
who, ho understood, favoured this tax-
ation, and irged that it should be im-
posed in Nova Scotia as well as upon
New Brunswick fishermen. le (Mr.
DeCosmos) would as soon be in favour
of putting a special tax on carpenters,
or blacksmiths, or farmers, or editors,
even gentlemen.

MR. MITCHELL: Or on knights.

Ma. DECOSMOS said that this was
one of the great industries of the coun-
try, and he or one strongly protested.
against the imposition of any tax in
any way, shape, manner or form on
any of the fishermen of the Province of'
British Columbia in this connection, or
on the fishermen in the other Pro-
vinces ot the Dominion.

Ma. MITCHELL said the hon. mem-
ber had put words in his mouth which
he never uttered, and attributed to.
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him views which he neverentertained.
What he did say was there should be a
nominal registration fee for the pur-
pose of controlling fisheries-not for
the purpose of revenue. He objected
to a tax being put on fisheries for the
raising of revenue.

Ma. DECOSMOS asked the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries what lie pro-
posed to do in the way of controlling
net fishing in British Columbia.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH said ho had
been waited upon by several gentle-
men and the matter discussed at con-
siderable length, but no conclusion had
been arrived at. He would like to
receive any suggestion or information
from the hon. miember for Victoria.

MR. MAcDONNELL said ho quite
agreed with the hon. member f&r Vic-
toria that there should be no tax on this
industry, because if there was any
class of the community who
should be dealt with leniently it
was fishermen. The hon. inember for
Northumberland advocated a tax on
the fishermen of Nova Scotia because
those of New Brunswick were subjected
to taxation. Now, there was no rea-
son why such a tax should be extended,
he would rather hear the lion. gentle-
man propose its abolition. The pro-
duct of the Dominion fisheries in 1876
.amounted to $11,147,950, of which
Nova Scotia produced $6,290,000, or
more than one half ofthe whole, while
New Brunswick only produced a fourth
of what was produced in Nova Scotia.
He quite agreed with the hon. mema-
ber for Northumbertand when ho said
that if there was any taxation it should
not exeeed what was necessary in
order to protect fishermen in the ex-
ercise of their rights. Fishermen
were continually quarrelling anong
themselves, because their rights
were not properly protected.
He brought this matter to the
notiee of the hon. the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries some ti me ago,
in the expectation of having some-
thing done, in order to have disputes
arising betweon tisherinen along our
coasts settled in a satisfactory inanner.
He was told the inspoectors of the river
fisheries had the power of secing to
this, but it did not appear that that
power was exercised, and it was quite

MR. MITCHELL.

uscless for ail practical purposes
Speaking of the question of taxa-
tion, he might remark that
no class of men consume more
dutiable goods than fisherm=n. The
rigbt hon. member for Kingston Lad
contended for agricultural Protection,
but ho had never sought to protect the
interests of fishermen. Hlaving the
honour to represent an agricultural
county himself, ho was in a position to
state that agriculturists produced, on
their farms, nearly all the necessaries
of life and clothing which they re-
quired, so that they contributed very
little to the revenues in comparison
with fishermen. Our fisheries were
one of our great sources of wealth, and
yet the Government had nover exer-
cised any fostering care over this im-
portant industry.

Ma. DAVIES said he thought suffi-
cient interest was not taken by the
Government in the fisheries of Prince
Edward Island. That Province was
intersected in all directions by tidal
rivers and arms of the sea, which,
fifty years ago, were filled with fish,
but, by reason of the fish being taken
in the spawning season, and sawdust
being thrown into the rivers by millers,
these streams had been depletel of
fish. He was afraid that Free-trade
principles would hardly apply to inland
fisheries; ho believed Protection was
wanted. Whether that Protection Was
afforded by leasing the fisheries to cer-
tain individuals or appointing a suffi-
cient num ber of wardens and overseer>s.
he did not care. There was no part
of the world, ho believed, where finer
streams for sea trout and sa]-
mon fisheries could be found
than in the Province of Prince
Edward Island, but it was
necessary that they should be pro-
tected, because in the month of Octo-
ber, when salmon ascended these
rivers to spawn, they were pitch-
forked by farmers and others. It was
time that a Department had been or-
ganized in the Province; but the rivers
were not sufficiently protected; per-
haps it might be found too expensive
at the present time to enforce the laws

MR. PALME R said that last Sessioe
he ventured the opinion that the fish'
cries of non-tidal rivers belonged to
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the owners of the SOil, and, consequent-
]y, belonged rather to the several Pro-
vinces than to the Dominion at large.
le would like to know whether since
lst Session the Departmenthad grant-
cd any leases on non-tidal rivers ; and
wbether any means had been taken to
discover to whom they belonged to.

SiR ALBERT J. SMITH said he did
not think any leases had been granted
-ince last year. Several had been ad-
vertisedand tenders were asked in some
cases where leases had expired; also in
cases where there had not hitherto
been any lease. The Department had
taken no means to ascertain the real
flacts in the vexed question of owner-
ship.

MR. PALMER said that if parties
ieceived leases of the fisheries in non-
uidal rivers, and it appeared bereafter,
that the Crown had not the
right to dispose of them, the
Dominion would be put to very
great expense hereafter, wvhen
these leases were cancelled. Another
matter of vital importance which the
Dominion Government ought to con-
sider, was the regulation of net-fishi ng
in the deep sea along our coasts. No
doubt it woukt take a long time to
utterly destroy the fisheries in the Bay
of Fundy, but the Government should
take care that the rights of fishermen
were thoroughly understood, and that
a proper system was carried out which
would render these fisheries valuable
in time to come.

MR. MITCHELL said ho would call
Ihe attention of the Ministerof Marine
and Fisheries to the fact that a very
lair and equitable arrangement was
nade last year, whereby the fishermen
of this country were freed from prac-
tical taxation while, at the same time,
the Department had the right to charge
them w1th a nominal fee for the pur-
pose of controlling the fisheries. When
the hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries stated that $1,520 were col-
leeted in Nova Scotia, while only
$1,289 were colleeted in New Bruns-
wick, he forgot to tell the House that
there were four times as many fish
take in Nova Scotia as in New Bruns-
Vick. lUe admitted, practically, that
there was no difference between the
hay and shore fisheries of these Pro-

vinces, and he (Mr. Mitchell) would
like to know why there should be a
registration tax in New Brunswick,
and not in Nova Scotia. The hon.
Minister -was quite right in stating
that any radical change must be
introduced gradually. He trieci to
make a radical change all at once in
New Brunswick, and found that ho
must go back to first principles. le
could not see w-hy the two Provinces
should be treated differently. At
prosent the representatives of New
Brunswick were liable to be charged
by their constituents with having ne-
glected their interests, inasmucli as
they allowed a tax which took money
out of thei r pockets, while that tax was
not applied to the sister Provinces of
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
Island. The system was changed in
Ontario and Quebec, and at Confeder-
ation it was agreed that such a system
as they found existing should ho estab-
lished. But there was no such system
in the Maritime Provinces as there
was in Ontario and Quebec, and wheu
the Maritime Provinces came into Con-
federation, it was tacitly agreed by
this House, that no change should be
macle in the fisheries of those Pro-
vinces. Since then the same system
had been applied to New Brunswick,
and the point ho wished to make was,
that the system of charges upon the
fisheries of that Province should be
extended to Prince Edward Island and
Nova Scotia. These Provinces were
exempt, for what reason ho did not
know. He said, either make them all
alike, or wipe off the charge from New
Brunswick.

Ma. MACKAY ýCape Breton) : Iad
not the hon. gentleman botter wait
until the people of Nova Scotia peti-
tion the House against their being left
out of this taxation ?

MR. GOUDGE said the difference
between Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick was that the representatives of
New Brunswick, agreed, to per-
mit this system to be adopted in
the Province of Nova Scotia they
resisted it. The principal reason
why it should ho aplied to New
Brunswick, perhaps, was that a
change was made on one side of the
Restigouche and not on the other, and

SuÀpply. [ARaIn 22, 18748.]



20)4 Supy.

the people on the Quebec side com-
plained ofit; ort inight be that gen-
tlenen wished to preserve the rivers
of that Province, and the only way to
<o so was by the issuing of licenses.
The income of revenue was derived
from these rivers, the amount received
from the shore and deep sea fibheries
amounting to comparatively nothing.

MR. MITCHELL : You do not
understand it.

MR. GOUDGE said ho understood it
very well. Ilis hon. friend (,Ur.
Mitchell) was desirous of doing now
what ho dared not do when in power:
lie wished to increase the taxation of
the Nova Scotian fishermen. If any
classshould be exempt from taxation,
it was the hardy but poor fishermen of
that Province; besides, a very large
portion of the fish was from deep sea
fisheries, consequently the argument
of bis hon. friend fell te the ground.
They should resist this tax, or any
attempt to force a system upon them
that was not required.

MR. MITCHELL said ho agreed
with the principle that the tax upon
the fish caught should be swept away,
but considered a registration fee was
necessary to keep the fisheries under
the control of the Department. He
said it was right to have such a system
of registration to give the Department
proper control, but be objected to its
being applied to New Brunswick and
not to Nova Scotia or Prince Edward
Island, and ho believed the hon. Minis-
ter of Marine would extend it to those
Provinces, and to the other Provinces
of the Dominion.

Ma. McINNES said that from the
discussicn which had been going on
for the last hour or hour and a halfone
would almost arrive at the conclusion
that the only fisheries in the Dominion
of Canada were in the neighbourhood of
New Brunswick and NovaScotia. He
desired to inform this louse that such
was not the case, that the western ex-
tremity of the Dominion had import-
ant fisheries, and that if a tax was pro-
posed to be imposed on the fishermen
ofthat Province, ho considered a great
injustice would be done from the
fact that they, in British Columbia,
did not enjoy the advantages of the

MR. GOUDGE.

Fisheries Clause of the Washington
Treaty, which enabled Ontario and the
other Provinces to send their fish free
of duty into the American market.
He must certainly, very strongly
object to any tax being placed on
the fisberies of British Columbia untit
such times as they were placed on a
par with the rest of the Provinces in
other respects. On the Fraser River.
at the present time, they had no less
than live establishments, shipping
something like 125,000 cases of fish per
annum, and if any restriction was
placed upon them, it would be a
great injustice. He considered, how-
ever, that the Government ought to
establish a hatchery there as early as
possible, in order to preserve that
industry.

MR. GOUDGE said the bon. mem-
ber for Northumberland (Mr. Mitchell)
seemed to think the fishermen of Nova
Scotia at present possessed an advan-
tage over those of New Brunswick,
and was most anxious that both should
be taxed alike. He told them that
this tax was only for the purpose
of control; if so, they had no need of
it in Nova Scotia. The Minister of
Marine might use bis disc.-etion about
taking this tax off New Brunswick,
but he (Mr. Goudge) and bis colleagues
should certainly object to its being
applied to Nova Scotia.

Ma. PALMER said the last speaker
had objected to this system being ap-
plied to Nova Scotia, on the ground
that New Brunswick consented to join
the Union and Nova Scotia did not.
If thiis was a ground for the two Pro-
vinces being treated differently with
regard to this question, he thought
the principle should apply with regard
to other matters.

Mn. MAcDONNELL said this discus-
sion arose from the fact that iNew
Brunswick gave a certain tax which
the hon. member for Northumberland
complained did not exist in Nova
Soctia. There should be no tax onl the
fishermen of this country, for the pur-
pose of adding to the exchequer of this
Dominion; any tax imposed should be
for the purpose of improving the
fisheries. The hon. member for Nor-
thumberland, while admitting there
should be no tax for the purpose of
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:evenue, used a childish argument
vhen ho complained that Nova Scotia

was not taxed equally with New
Brunswick. If it was an unjust tax,
.,nd injurious to the latter Province, ho

hould rather endeavour to have it
abolished than to have it extended to
Nova Scotia. This was supposed to be
a tax for the benefit of the tishermen
if it were not, it ought to be abolishod.

MR. KILLA.N said, he beleved that
New Brunswick did not contribute
more to the revenue than Nova Scotia.
The Miramichi river had received from
the Marine and Fishery Department,
,or the propagation of fish, no less than
700,00ô spawn of salmon, and possibly
it was worth while to the people of that
locality to pay to the Department a
sinall sum of b,1,200 for the privilege
ot having fish put in their river. He
had applied to the Department to have
some spawn put in the river which in-
tersected his county, but could not get
them, owing to the impossibility of
conveying them thither in safety. He
did not consider the license charged
iKhermen in ew Brunswick was
excessive, considering the quantity of
salmon caught in the Miramichi and
Restigouche, and the large shipments
made to the United States over the
Intercolonial. If this tax on New
Brunswick is intended to be continued,
the county of Northumberland should
îot object to paying its share. The
Province of Nova Scotia paid $1,700
annua1ly for fishing privileges, of
w'hich the county of Yarmouth con-
tributed nearly one-half, some $700.
The latter county paid $10 for each
fishing license, while in some parts of
the Province brush weirs were built
1y the dozen and no Jicense charged
w batever; and in British Columbia
ihose Weils were constructed and no
iieense imposed. He would like to
know whether one rule was to be
adopted in one part of the Dominion
a±nd a Contrary rule in another.

Ma MITCHELL said the hon.
mllember for Yarmouth had stated that
privi loges bad been given to Miramichi
which had not been given to bis county
i relation to fisheries, and referred
,o the amount expended on breeding
("tablishments on Miramichi. The
amflount exponded on fish-breeding in0

New Brunswick was $1,388 ; in Nova
Scotia, $3,803.

Ma. KILLAM said that ho had not
complained of the expenditure in New
Brunswick. He merely wished to re-
mark that in Nova Scotia the fisher-
men were obliged to pay for the privi-
loge of setting nets in front of their
own premises, to the amount of some
$1,700, and that in bis county
they paid one-halif the revenue.
While his lion. friend objected
to the tax levied on the fishermen of
Northumberland, he had as good reason
to feel aggrieved at the amount levied
on the fishermen of Yarmouth. He
desired to know whether in all parts of
the Dominion the same tax was levied
on trust weirs and fish traps or pound
nets.

Ma. MITCHELL said that under
the regulations established three years
ago, no fish traps were allowed in the
rivors of New Brunswick.

Ma. KILLAM said none were put
in the rivers of Nova Scotia.

Mi. MITCHELL: No; but they
were put in the bays. These traps
were considered so destructive to fish-
ing interests that they were prohibited
except on special application, but bis
hon. friend's Province had, in
this respect, special privileges, being
allowed the use of those traps without
special permission. The question was
not as to more or less taxation, but
whether New Brunswick had not
privileges which were not possessed
by other Provinces.

Ma. KILLAM said ho did not assert
that the county of Northumberland
had privileges to which it was not
entitled. He did not consider that
any improvement could be made on
the present system purtued in the
Marine and Fisheries I)epirtment.

MR. BUNSTER said he would call
the attention of the Minister of Marine
to the fact that there were no officers in
British Columbia to settle disputes with
respect to fisheries. There svas no
proper fish inspection. Through mis-
representation to the Minister of
Marine, incompetent persons had
been appointed to the work. He
differed from the hon. member for New
Westminster on the question of a tax,
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his opinion being that the fishermen
would not mind paying a tax to
bave the fisheries properly looked
after.

Ma. PLUMB said there had been a
great deal of complaint at Niagara
among the fishermen, with reference to
the regulations connocted with the
catching of whitefish. While rccom-
mending that the difficulties should be
looked into, he would also suggest that
steps should be taken to deal with that
class of men who, though living on the
American side, fish in Canadian waters
during prohibited seasons. He also
pointed out that sbad bad been taken
for the first time in Lake Ontario. Shad
was a very prolific fish, and would, no
doubt, take the place of the whitetish,
which were dying out.
SIR ALBERT J.SMITH asked the hon.

gentleman to communicate with his
Department on the subject.

MR. PLUMB said he would do so.
MR. MITCHELL said ho believed

by a convention, vbich might be held
by mutual agreement, arrangements
might ho made for the protection of
tish in streams that were common
to both the United States and
Canada.

MR. DAVIES asked the hon. Minis-
ter that instructions should be given
to stock the rivers of Prince Edward
Island with some of the fry bred in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: It is intend-
ed to deposit some young fry in the
spring in Prince Edward Islrnd.

Vote agreed to.

131. Maintenance and repairs of
steamers for protection of fish-
eries......................... $18,000

MR. LANGEVIN: Where is this
steamer, the Lady-Head, now ?

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: She is at
Halifax; and is to be soon sent to
Quebec.

MR.LANGEVIN: Was she not re-
quired early in the spring at the Mag-
dalen Islands ?

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: She will go
on ber first trip to the Magdalen
Islands.

MR. BUNSTER.

MR. LANG-EVIN: Is she to lea-e
Halifax soon ?

SmR ALBERT J. SMITH: Yes.
MR. LANGEVIN : When ?
SiR ALBERT J. SMITH: I tbink

within a week.

MR. LANGEVIN said he had in is
possession letters which stated that the
captain and crew of this vessel werc
now constantly engaged in electioneer.
ing in the county of L'Islet. ,He had
no doubt that the hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries was not aware of
this fact.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: I never
heard it before.

MR. LANGEVIN said that this was
the case. In the meantime the fishery
service was neglected. This officer and
the crew should be on thoir ship and
engaged in the protection of the fislh-
eries. An improper use was being
made of them. He called attention to
this matter because he knew that it
was yet time to give the necessary
order to have them go on board their
ship and attend to their duty.

Sit ALBERT J. SMITI said ho was
not aware that the captain and crew
were actively engaged in electioneer-
ing, though they had a right, he sup-
posed, if they chose, to take part in the
olections. He could assure the hon.
gentleman that the movements of thý
Lady Jiead would in no respect be IU-
fluenced by the eloctions. She nevelr
went out before the 1st of May, ho be-
lieved.

Sin JOHN A. MACDONALD: This
is an early season.

Smn ALBERT J. SMITH said that
the vesse would leave Halifax within
a week.

SR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Im-
mediately after the 1 st of May.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: I th*n1I
bef6re.

MR. BLANCHET said that the e-
penses of the Lady Ilead wore
1875-6, $10,000; in 1876-7, $17,000, and
in 1877-8, $20,000, while the rate now
proposed was $18,000. He thought
that this rate should be reduced to t1
figure of 1875, $10,000. le was not
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:aware that she was repaired last year,
or that she would require repairs next
year.

SIa AL BERT J. SMITH said that
-vessels and steamers every year re-
quired more or less repair, but they did
not think that this vessel would require
as much repair next year as this; c>n-
sequently the vote was reduced from
$20,000 to $18,000.

Ma. BLANCHET: I do not see
,Commandant Lavoie's report for the
summer before last, in the report of
the hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH: It is in
the supplement.

MR. BLANCHET: I have not seen
his report fora num ber of years.

SIa ALBERT J. SMITH: You will
see it in last year's report.

MR. BLANCHET said that Mr.
Lavoie's salary was $1,400; neverthe-
less $448 were allowed him for dis-
bursements. He did not think that
this was necessary.

Mi. CARON said be would like to
know how the captain and crew were
paid.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH: The cap
tain bas a yearly salary; he is under
pay all the time,and also the engineers,
but the crew are only paid from the
lime they go on board. The crew are
not yet on board.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that this vessel ought now to be ready
to go out and protect the fisheries.
The captain who was under pay all the
time, and who should now be looking
after his vessel and its repairs, was
electioneering for his uncle Mr. Letel-
her, in L'Islet county; this was the
way in which this Department was
nanaged.

SIa ALBERT J. SMITH: This De-
Partment is managed honestly.

SIR J OHN A. MACDONALD: That
is not honest.

SRa ALBERT J. SMITH: I saythat the captairn has nothing to do with
the repairing of the vessel.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: HIear,bear.
132

Sia ALBERT J SMITH: She is
being repaired at Halifax.

SiRa JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
ought to be there.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH: He will
be there as soon as he is roquired.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
ought to be required to be there now.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH : This
steamer never commences her trips
before the 1st of May.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: But
she is fitted out before that.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: The cap-
tain bas really very little to do with
the repairing of the vessel. It is pro-
posed to make the first trip to the
Magdalen Islands. The question as to
the pending elections in the Province
of Quebec wili have no effect on ber
movements.

Ma. LANGEVIN said that the atten-
tion of the hon. the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries was now called to thi s
matter. Hie would also mention that
last spring, during the election in the
county of Gaspé, this steamer was
used for party purposes-to carry the
Rouge candidate over to the Magdalen
Islands. In fact, Commandant Lavoie
was all the time acting as an election-
eering agent all along the coast. This
was the way in which this officer did
bis duty ; he was electioneering on the
coast, from the beginning to the end of
the season, instead of protecting the
fisheries, the duties for which he was
paid. Mr. Lavoie was simply an elec-
tioneering agent. This officer should
at once be sent about his duty, and
should be now looking after bis vessel.
Either last year, or the year beire,
this vessel was behind time, and the
fisheries were not properly protected.
Letters, complaining that this was the
case, had been sent up here. Mr. Lavole
was not paid to act as an electioneer-
ing agent.

Ma. CASGRAIN said he knew Mr.
Lavoie, who was a good and efficient
officer, and who had done and was now
perfectly perf'orming bis duty. He had
not imagined that the right lon. gentle-
man would complain of one of bis own
nominees. Perhaps the right bon.
gentleman now regarded this office in
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a different light, because he (Mr. La-
voie) had changed hie politics. He
(Mr. Casgrain) recollected that two
employés of the late Government had
worked bard against him in his own
county, and they were not paid for this
service.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: You
objected to it did you not ?

Ma. CASGRAIN. I did not approve
of it at the time. It was against me.
I would not like to have public officers
interfere in the elections in any county
on either side. If Mr. Lavoie helped
me I would like to have his assistance,
but I would never ask for it.

MR .MITCHELL said that the bon.
gentleman (Mr. Casgrain) was very
ungenerous when he referred to the
appointment of Mr. Lavoie, and at-
tempted to create the impression that
this officer had changed his politics
since he was appointed. This was not
the case. le (Mr. Mitchell) was re-
sponsible for this appointment, which
was made while he sat in the Senate.
It was at the special request of Mr.
Letellier de St. Just, then a Senator-,
that he (Mr. Mitchell) induced his
h)n. friend from Charlevoix (Mr. Lan-
gevin) to consent to this appontment.
Mr. Letellier had mentioned the fact
that Mr. Lavoie was not a Conserva-
tive, but he had said that ho did not
want to know what a man's polities
were. He thought that these matters
should be decided without reforence to
Political matters. It was stated that

r. Lavoie was a good and efficient
medical officer, having some know-
ledge of the sea. He was recommend-
ed as a capable candidate, and it was
at the special request of Mr. Letellier
that he got the appointment, for which
he had since received very little
thanks. As far as he knew,,
»r. Lavoie had performed his
functions well, although he bad fre-
quently beard that this officer had
taken a very warm interest agaiinst the
party with which he (Mr. Mitchell)
bad been associated. It did not come
with a good grace from ,the friends of
Mr. Letellier and Mr. Lavoie, to make
this charge. Mr. Lavoie'spolitics were
well known to be Rouge at the time of
his appointment, as the hon. member
for Charlevoix knows. Perhaps it

MR. CASGEAIN.

would have been just as well if the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Casgrain) had not
taunted the right bon. member for
Kingston with finding fault with one
of his nominees.

SiR ALBERT J. SMIT11 said ho
thought he could contradict the state-
ment that the Lady Ilead had beea
used for political purposes last year. at
the election in Gaspé county. He re-
collected distinctly that the facts were
as follows: this vessel was going to,
the Magdalen Islands, and application
was made to know whether Mr. Flynn
could pass over to the island in her.
He had telegraphed to say that this
could bo donc, and also that Dr. Fortin,
Mr. Flynn's opponent, should have the
saine privilego. He had directed the
captain to communicate this to Dr.
Fortin, and this was all ho knew about
the matter.

Mn. LANGEVIN said he was in-
formed at the time, on good authority,
that the vessel was not going to tlie
Magdalen Islands on public business,
but that she went there merely to serve
the interests of Mr. Flynn. When Dr.
Fortin was invited to go also,it was well
known that he could not comply; and,
in fact, he had not gone in this vessel.

Mi. MACKENZIE said that appli-
cation was made to learn whether the
vessel could be delayed,whichwas refus-
ed. Permission was given Mr. Flynn
to visit the Magdalen Islands simply
because there were no possible means
of getting over to the Islands from
the place where Mr. Flynn was, unless
a stray vessel proceeded in that
direction. The hon. gentleman (M r.
Langevin) was, therefore, quite
incorrect in his statement. If
hon. gentlemen opposite wishod to
raise a discussion about the use of
vessels for political purposes, he dared
say that they could meet the case of
these hon. gentlemen.

MR. LANGEYIN said that this lino
of argument would not do. They bad
the case before them, and it should be
discussed. There was no need of
throwing ont threats about other cases.
They held that this was an improper
use of public money.

MaL MACK ENZIE said he had a
perfect recollection of the telegram
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being received, asking permission to
take a passage in the vessel, and per-
mission was given on condition that
the vessel should not be delayed. As
the bon., Minister of .Marine and
Fisheries had further explained, the
same privilege was given to Mr.
Flynn. These were the sole flcts of
the case; so far as the Government
were aware, the vessel had not been
used for political purposes, nor in the
interest of any candidate.

MR. LANGEVIN said he would
telegraph to his informant, and submit
to the House wbatdetailed information
lie might obtain. But ho would repeat,
that the officer to -whom he had re-
forred was certainly using bis influence
and bis Government position for party
purposes. He was an electioneering
agent, and if his (Mr. Langevin's) hon.
friend from Gaspé was present, ho
would corroborate this statement.

MR. MITCHELL said that, during
the time ho administered the affairs of
the Marine and Fisheries Department,
no vessels were used for political pur-
poses.

Vote agreed to.

132. Fish-breeding, Fishways and
Oyster Beds................. $16,000

MR. McKAY said ho wished to draw
the attention of the Government to an
oyster-bed in bis neighbourhood, which
was leased ton or eleven years ago, on
the understanding that the party hold-
ing the lease (which extends over 21
years) was to use it for the cultivation
of oysters. New, the person who held
the lease of the oyster-bed had made
no use of it whatever; not a dollar
had been spent on it, nor a bushel of
oysters taken from it. Formerly, the
farmers of the locality used the mussel
mud collected there for the purpose of
fertilizing their lands, but they were
nOw prevented from doing so. He had
been in correspondence with the De-
partment during the last five years on
the subject, but nothing had been done,
though the reports of the overseers
and inspectors who had examined the
(>ster-bed corroborated bis statements.
The farmers of Prince Edward Island
were allowed to take mussel-mud with-
Out any restriction whatever; fand not
only se, but large quantities of it were

112j

forwarded by the cars to great dis-
tances inland. He thought, therefore,
the Government should cancel the
lease in question, and that the farmers
in Nova Scotia should be permitted to
take what mussel-mud they required
for the fertilization of their lands.

SiR ALBERT J. SMITII said ho had
given a good deal of consideration to
this subject, but ho could not see his
way to cancel the lease. The Govern-
ment of Nova Scotia would require to
be approached in the matter before
anything could be done.

MR. McKAY said ho would ask the
Government to allow farmers to
take mud for the enriching of their
lands.

MR. MACKENZIE said that was
a matter with which the Government
had nothing to do.

MR. LANGEVIN asked whother
any new artificial oyster-beds had been
made.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH said ho be-
lieved there was one ix Prince Edward
Island.

Ma. MITCHELL said the oyster
bed in question had been a great suc-
cess, and their oysters had, during the
last two or three years, driven Ameri-
can oysters out of the market, between
the months of September and June
when they could be obtained. He re-
gretted to say that the Caraquette
oyster-beds seemed to be used up,
and ho would ask Mr. Speaker if ho
could give some reason therefor.

Mi. SPEAKER said Caraquette
oysters were sent to Montreal and
elsewhere as formerly, though only at
a certain season.

Ma. MITCHELL said they haa be-
come so small that they were really of
no commercial value.

Mi. SPEAKER said ho could only
recommend. as he had formerly done,
that portions of the Caraquette
oywter-beds should be set aside
as a reserve for future years. To clear
them altogether would be to deprive a
number of poor people of a means of
subsistence, but they might bo preserv-
ed in the way ho had indicated. He
believed as many as 19 or 20 schooner
loads had sometimes left Caraquette
towards the close of the season.

Supply.
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Ma. MITCHELL said foreign
schooners came in there and took
away oysters indiscriminately, without
any authority or permit to do so.

Ma. SPEAKER said he believed, on
the contrary, that the people in the
neighbourhood sold them at a cheap
rate to the schooners.

MR. COSTIGAN said it would be a
great boon if a fish-pass was erected in
the river St. John. It might be urged
that the Grand Falls might prove a
serious obstacle, but to this he would
reply that a channel had been already
blasted out there for another purpose,
and that by an expenditure of from
$1,000 to $2,000 a perfect fish-pass
could be obtained. Another matter to
which ho would refer, was a claim
made by a man named Violet, who,
about four years ago, was shot by an
official in the employ of the Govern-
ment, for an alleged trespass. This
poor man had been obliged to sell iand,
home and furniture, to puy doctors'
bills, and the fact that the Govern-
ment still retained the person, who
committed the act, in their employ-
ment, was a sufficient reason why the
claim should be preferred against them.
When the matter was formerly before
the House the justice of the claim was
admitted by members on both sides;
ho would like to know whether the
lion. Ministerhad made up his mind on
the subject.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH said the
Government saw no reason to alter
their decision. The case might be a
very bard one, but he wondered that
the officer had not been charged with
a criminal offence if he was culpable.

Ma. COSTIGAN said that if the case
was such that the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries recommended criminal
proceedings against this officer, the
Government certainly ought not to re-
tain him in their employment.

Ma. MITCHELL wished to know on
whose recommendation changes in the
fishery regulations had been made in
his county.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH said the
changes had been made in compliance
with a numerously signed petition,
which he had no objection to submit to
the hon. gentleman.

Vote agreed to.
Ma. SPEAKER.

XVI. SOIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS.

133. Observatory Quebec............$2,400

Ma. MITCHELL said it was very
extraordinary that in this Department
the superannuation tax should be paid
by the Government instead of the
officers.

SiR ALBERT J. SMITH: It is
always paid, I understand.

Ma. MITCHELL: It was not paid in
my time.

Sra ALBERT J. SMITH : I believe
it isdeducted from the offluers' salary,
but I will make enquiries.

Vote agreed to.

134. Observatory, Toronto.......... $4,800
Ma. MITCHELL: There is the same

objection in this item. If it is found
that this superannuation tax is paid
out of the Public Treasury, I think the
officers in other Departmonts should be
placed on the same footing.

Vote agreed to.

135. Observatory, Kingston........
136. do Montreal .......
137. do New Brunswick
138. Grant for Meteorological Ob-

servatories, including instru-
nients and cost of telegraphing
weather-warnings ............

$500
500
850

37,000

Ma. LANGEVIN said that ho con-
sidered this was *37,000 for a very
emall thing, and ho should like to know
the practical bonefit to the country.

Si ALBERT J. SMITH said the
service had been of great public ser-
vice in giving indications of coming
storms; and, as to the cost, it was cer-
tainly a large sum, but ho was pressed
constantly for more money for this
service.

Ma. LANGEVIN said lie was glad
that the hon. Minister had not con-
ceded a larger amount this year, and
would suggest that an attempt be made
at reduction.

Ma. MITCHELL said ho believed
the service, when in proper working
order and properly conducted, would
be of great benefit to this country. Hue
believed that to the maritime interests,
to say nothing of the farming interest,
it would be of great service. The United
States service, on which this had been
modelled, required a vote of something
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like $70,000 annually; and, in addi-
tion, there was a charge for the tele-
graph branch of the army. He was
responsible for establishing this service
in the country, merely as an experi-
ment, and, of course, it would take
sorne time to render it efficient. In
England and the United States no
ship would go to sea without consult-
ing these reports as to the probable
storms, and sometimes a vessel would
put back for a day or two in
consequence of them. He believed
this was a service to be encour-
aged. H1e held in his hand a letter
from the head of the University of
New Brunswick, in which ho com-
plained of the great injustice that was
being done the college, by paying the
arnount of appropriation to an indi-
vidual, instead of to the collego itself.
He (Mr. Mitchell) wished to know
why the change had been made.

SiRa ALBERT J. SMITH: I recol-
lect something of the correspondence,
but not the terms of it. I will look
into the matter.

Ma. MITCHELL asked why the
telograph lino, for which appropriation
had been made last year, had not been
built.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH said the
amount appropriated, $10,000, had not
been sufficient. The Montreal Tele-
graph Company had refused to build
the line for that amount. It was pro-
posed this year to vote an additional
$5,000, which, with the former appro-
priation, would suffice.

Ma. MITCHELL said the Com-
mittee had prepared last year, or the
previous year, a valuable report recom-
mending telegraph lines to be built to
certain points, which would benefit
the principal ports. l his own report,
it was recommended that Point Escu-
minac, a fog-signal point, should have
telegraphic communication with Chat-
ham, about fifteen miles distant. This
'Would prove of great service to vessels
in distress. A sum should he appro-
priated for this purpose out of the
additional $3,000.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH
the Government would try to
value for their morey.

said
got

Ma. MITCHELL said ho could get
nothing done for his county.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH said that
%vas owing to the fact that so much
had been done for the hon. member's
county already,

Vote agreed to.

XVII. MARINE HOSPITALS FOR SICK
AND DISTRESSED SEAMEN.

.

,

j

$20,000

MR. MITCHELL said reforms had
been promised in this item for several
years. Had the hon. Minister equal-
ized the cost of the patients and made
the city of Quebec pay its share of the
expense ?

Sia ALBERT J. SMITII said no
change had been made.

Ma. MITCHELL said the Report
showed that 11,000 seamen, 502 emi-
grants, and 12,412 residents had been
treated in the hospital; thus, over one-
half were residents. The amount sub-
scribed by Quebec, ho believed, was
only $5,000, utterly out of proportion
to the number of patients from that
city.

Sin ALBERT J. SMITH said the
Government had been obliged to re-
duce the amount to $2,000.

Mt. MITCHELL said the late Gov-
ernment obtained $ 1,000. The last
year they were in power, ho, as Minis-
ter of Marine and Fisheries, opened a
correspondenco with the Quebec Gov-
ernment, on the recommendation of
the hon. the First Minister, who had
complained of this Goverument sus-
taining the sick and disabled of the
city of Quebec at the expense of tho
whole Dominion, with a view to obtain-
ing an increased amoiunt. While the
hospital cost $20,000, Quebec only
subscribcd $4,000. That correspon-
dence had been going on when ho left
office. Yet, in place of getting a pro-
portionate allowance from Quebec,
about $ 11,000, the Government had re-
d uced the amount.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: The Que-
bec Government refused. It is a very
hard case, but it is almost impossible
to make a change.
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Ma. BLANCHET said tho hospital
was supported by dues collected from
the shipping, which amounted to
$15,723, and the total amount col-
lected in the Province of Quebec was a
little over $19,000. The excess was,
therefore, but $300. True, thero was
a disproportion between the number
of mariners and residents attended and
the amounts paid by each, but that
could not be helped. Were an epi.
demic to occur, the balance would be
greatly in favour of the seamen.
There was cause for congratulation
that so few accidents had occurred and
such a small amount of sickness had
existed among the seamen frequenting
the port of Quebec.

MR. MITCHELL said the hon.
member thought the country ought to
be congratulated, because $20,000 had
been collected for the sick soamen's
fund, and that more than one-half of
it had been expended on the residents
of Quebec. This money had been col-
lected from seamen to attend to their
sick, and should be used for that pur-
pose alone. This was an abuse of a
public trust, and Parliament should
not allow it to continue. If the Que-
bec Government refused to pay their
pro rata share of the expense, the sea-
men's dues should be reduced as they
had been before, since Confederation,
and the residents of Quebec refused
admission.

MR. BLANCHET said the hon. gen-
tleman had been in power many yehrs
and had not been able to reform the
system. In the Estimates of 1873-4,
the appropriation asked was $24,000.
Now, the amount asked was $20,000,
and the staff in charge of the Admin-
istration was exactly the same. ýTo
institution in the country was con-
ducted more economically than 'the
Marine Hospital at Quebec. Were his
hon. friend to return to power, he
would not be able to change the sys-
tem.

Ma. LANGEVIN said there were
nine medical mon on the staff who
were paid £SOO, amounting, on an
average, to about $400 each.

Ma. MITCHELL said he trusted the
Minster of Marine would enideavour to
impress upon tho Govern mont of Que-

SIa ALBERT J. SMITH.

bec their duty to pay,at least,the 84,00o
this Governmont used to get out of
them, towards a general hospital for
sailors. He found, by the Estimates,
that $373 were paid for the insurance
of this building. He understood that
it was the policy of the Dominion
Government not to insure their build-
ings. If they were going to insure,
this should be done generally.

Ma. CARON said he thought it
would be very poor policy on the part
of the Government to close this hospi-
tal up during winter, as it must be
heated to prevent the building from
being damaged; also, that the city of
Quebec should pay a certain sum of
money proportionate to the use made
by the people of this institution for its
maintenance, and it was a matter
fairly open to discussion, whether
the amount now paid shoild remain
as it was or be increased. It was,
however, not fair to ask the public
of Quebec, who could do without this
hospital, to pay as much as the mari-
ners towards the keeping up of this
institution. Ho protested energetically
against the latter being called upon to
pay the same as the mariners, for
whom this establishment was main-
tained. He believed that the use of it
for the benefit of the few sick who
went to it from the city, did not in-
crease its expenses. As far as salaries
were concerned, if all the staffs were
placed on an economical footing, no
complaint would be made. The gen-
tlemen who attended it were very able,
and their salaries were very small in-
deed. He did not sec that, in fairness
or justice, these could be reduced. Be-
tween $2,000 and $81,000 would be a
fair sum to pay for the services the
city expected to obtain from this
institution.

Ma. MITCHELL said that this hos-
pital was used by the city of Quebec at
ail seasons of the year. He thought
that it was unjust to tax the seamen for
the support of an institution from
which the people of Quebec obtained a
much larger share of benefit than they
themselves did.

Ma. L ANGEVIN said that this queS-
tion was discussed some years ago,
when it was found that this sum, with
a small reduction, would be required
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even if no patients from the city were
sent to the hospital. If ho remem-
bered right, the vote was thon 824,000,.
though it was now redued to $20,000.
He did not think it would be unfair to
sask the Quebec Governnient to pay
$4,000. Even if no city patients were
admitted, this hospital would cost from
$15,000 to $16,000 a year.

Vote agreed to.

140 Mon treal General Hospital $3,000
Other Ports in Quebec.. 2,000

141 St. Catharine's Hospital,
Ont............... 500

Kingston Hospital, Ont. 500
1,000

142 Halifax General Hospital 3,500
Other Porta in Nova Scotia 11,250

-- 14,750
143 Hoapital of St. John.... 4,000

Other Ports in New Bruns-
wick.................. 7,750

11,750

Ma. LANGEVIN : Where can we
find the number of the patients that
were treated in these hospitals-in
the Halifax General Hospital and in
the other hospitals.

SIR AL3ERT J. SMITH: In Hali-
fax, we have an arrangement similar
to that in force in Montreal, to pay so
much a day.

Ma. LANGEVIN: How much ?
SiR ALBERT J. SMITH : We can-

not tell precisely. Some years it is
more, and some less. The number is
not given.

Mi. LANGEVIN said ho would
suggest that, in future, these reports
should give the number of patients
.admitted. into these hospitals; the
number of days theyremain, the dis-
eases with which they were attacked,
the cost per head, etc., as these statis-
tics would become important. They
could then make comparisons in these
regards.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: In Hali-
fax we pay $5 per week per patient.
I an get the information my hon.
Sriend desires on the points mon-
tioited.

MR. MITCHELL said that great
discrepancies in the charges existed; in
M4 ontreal, 90c. a day were paid ; in
Halifax, 71c. and a fraction ; in Mira-

michi, 40c., and in St. Andrews, $1.50
a week. le admitted tha't the charges
were not more regular under
his administration; but, nevertholess,
it would be well to have these matters
looked into.

Vote agreed to.

144 Ports in British Colutnbia...... $4,000
145. Ports in Prince Edward Island 3,000
146, Expenses of shipwrecked and

disabled seamen............... 8,500
147. To reimburse Board of Trade,

London, for expenses in connec-
tion with ditto.............. 3,000

XVIIT. STEAMBOAT INSPECTION.
148. Salaries, kc., in connection with

Steamboat inspection ........ 13,990

XIX. INSPECTION OF INSURANCE COM-
PANIES.

149. Expenses in connection with the
inspection of Insurance Compan-
ies............................ 6,000

MR. TUPPER asked the Minister of
Finance whether ho had given further
consideration to the question discussed
last Session, as to the propriety of
of adopting a system of Governmental
life insurance

MR. CARTWRIGHT said the matter
had received considerable attention,
and it was not deemed expedient, hav-
ing regard to the extremely distressed
condition of the country, to adopt the
principle in the meantime. Besides,
the Government had not been able to
obtain as much information as they
thought desirable.

MR. LANGEVIN said that while
the House was asked to vote this
$6,000, under the Statute 38 Victoria,
chap. 20, section 23, the salary of the
inspector of insurance was added, mak-
ing altogether $10,000. Last year,
however, the expenditure only reached
$7,512.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said it would
be noticed that the salary of one clerk
was only paid for three months, and,
if other items were taken into con-
sideratioii, it would be found that the
actual expenditure would amount to
$8,200 or $8,300. The expenditure for
printing this year might also be larger,
as the reports would ho much more
voluminous than in former years. H1e
did not propose to expend a penny more
than was required, but it must be recol-
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lected that, since 1876-7, the work had
greatly increased, in consequence of a
great many more insurance offices
being brought under the operation of
the Act. He was not prepared to say
the exact figure required, but his im-
pression was that it would be some-
thing over $9,000, and, as it was incon-
venient to be taking supplementary
votes, he proposed that the item should
be allowed to stand as placed on the
Estimates; and if, next year, it
was found to be materially less than
610,000, it could be reduced.

MR. MITCHELL asked if it was a
fact that several foreign companies had
given notice to withdraw their de-
posits ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT said such
was the case, but they could not
withdraw till they had satisfied the
claims of Canadian holders.

Ma. LANGEVIN said that if a larger
sum than was necessary was voted
there would be a tendency on the part
of the officers to spend more than they
actually required.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said that
though 810,000 were voted in 1876-7,
the Department were not induced to
expend that sum. He would, how-
ever, look into the matter before con-
currence, and ifhe found that the hon.
gentleman's suggestions wcre practic-
able ho would adopt them.

MR. PLUMB said that with respect
to the inspection of these insurance
companies, ho wovld like to ask
whether the Government took the re-
sponsibility of sending out officers to
inspect these companies, and in what
manner was the inspection carried
on. *

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said the In-
spector visited all these companies
once a year, and sometimes oftener,
and made an examination into their
condition. They were also obliged to
roturn him a detailed statement of
their affairs, and the Governmont pos-
sessed power to demand further infor-
mation if they were of opinion that
the information supplied was not suf-
ficiently full. This was the present
mode, and, he might add, that it had
been productive of beneficial effect;
several companies that probably would

Ma. CARTWRIGET.

have gone on and become hopelessly
insolvent, had been induced to put
themselves into a solvent state or to,
discontinue the business. The work
was done by the officers of the Depart-
ment, and at present it had not been
necessary to call in other assistance,
although it might be necessary under
certain circumstances.

MR. MITCHELL said ho had to
complain each year that there was a
company at St. Catharines which ex-
tended its operations all over the coun-
try, in all cases refusing to pay its
claims. It sheltered itself under
the plea that they had re-
ceived a charter from the Par-
liament of Ontario, and, therefore,
the parties who had effected insurances
had no hold upon them. The com-
pany admitted claims against them,
but refused to pay.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said the power
the Government had over these com-
panies was in refusing the license.
In the present case all the Government
could do was tu notify the company
that they must cease doing business in
the way they were doing. He be-
lieved it was notified by the Minister
of Justice to cease operations. It was
his opinion that parties would have a
good grDund of action against the
company for obtaining money by false-
pretences.

Vote agreed to.

XXI. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.

150. Geological Survey......... .......... $50,000

Ma. LANGEVIN said that $6,050
was a large amount for maps and re-
ports. Perhaps the hon. Minister
would state the number of these maps
that were published, where published,
and how they were distributed.

MR. MILLS said they were noW
printed at Montreal; each member of
the House received two copies, and
sometimes more. He believed 4,00
were printed, but ho would bring aown
the whole details of the information
asked for.

Ma. CURRIER asked what arrange-
monts had been made for removing the
geological museum to Ottawa. It was
said last year, that arrangements were
about boing made for its removaL
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Ma. MILLS said it would require
the expenditure of a very considerable
sum to furnish a proper museum, be-
fore that branch of the Department of
the Interior could ho transferred from
Montreal to Ottawa, and, until a pro-
per building had been orected bore, no
stops could ho taken. [t would, cor-
tainly, be more convenient if located
in Ottawa. In Montreal, they were
paying 8 1,000 per annum for rent, and
this sun, if capitalized, would be some-
thing towards the expense of the new
erection.

Ma. LANGEVIN said they were
called on to vote 850,000 for geologi-
cal surveys, without having any report
from the Geological Department as to
the way in which the money had been
expended, or what progress bad been
made.

Ma. MILLS said the report was
prepared, and would shortly be pub-
lished.

MR. TUPPER said this was the first
time the House had been asked to vote
money in advance of having a report.

Ma. MILLS: It las always been the
case in this item.

Ma. TUPPER said ho was quite sat-
isfied that the report was, at any rate,
furnisbed during the Session. In the
absence of a report, the M inister of the
Interior ought to favour the House
with an outline of what bad been ac-
complished. It might be extremely
convenient to the Government to pay
$6,000 or $7,000 per year to a partizan
printing company, the Berald Publish-
ing Company of Montreal, to publish
this report, but the public would feel
more assured that justice was being
done to the revenue of the country if
the work had to be let eut by contract
in the usual way. The House should
not be called on to vote this money
Without having an explanation from
the hon. the Minister of the Interior, as
to the amount of work done, and how
the money had been expended.

MR. MILLS said the hon. gentleman
Would find in his report the informa-
tion ho now asked for, giving the dis-
tricts in which geological explorations
were carried on, the general outlays,
and the work done up to the beginning
of the winter. There was the work of

explorations done in British Columbia
by two exploring parties; the explora-
tion of the phosphate regions about
Ottawa, the coal regions of Cumber-
land and St. John, Quebec, and the ccp-
per mines in that Province. A full
and complote detail in regard to the.-(
explorations would be given in the
report. The report was being
published at the contract price
paid previously to Dawson, publisher
in Montreal.

MR. BOWELL said the work could
be done cheaper in Ottawa. The
reason given for having the printing
done in Montreal was, that it would be
more convenient for the Geological
Departmont in having the proofs ex-
amined, but there could be no difficulty
in sending the proofs to Montreal. Be
did not see why the bon. member for
Cumberland should find fault with the
Government for having this work done
by a partizan newspaper establish-
ment. If there was any truth in
public rumour, there were members in
the Cabinet interested in that estab-
lishment. It was known a venerablo
Senator was interested in it, and it was
necessary, for party purposes, that
those devices shoild be adopted to pre-
vent those difficulties occurring to the
Jlerald Company which had occurred
to another Government organ. The
probabilities were, that the sums paid
to the different printing offices through-
out Quebee, especially the Montreat
HeraldCompany,were much larger than
it was found necessary to pay in the
city of Ottawa; but, until the accounts
were before the House, it was impos-
siblo to say. Judging, however, from
the past, and from the evidence of the
Postmaster-General, ho thought they
would be justified in drawing the
inference that the amount paid for-
printing the Geological Report was
much larger than it would have been
if the work had been done in this
city. The M inister of the Interior
shook his hoad, but until be had seen
the account, ho (Mr, Bowell) question-
ed whether ho was in a position to
give a negative. He supposed this
system would be carried on, however,
until some action was taken in Parlia-
ment to expose the action of the Gov-
erument in subsidizing their partizan
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press, and allowing money to be paid
to institutions in which members of
t he Ministry had large interests. That
might not be true; but if so, it would
be well for the Minister of the Interior
to say that none of bis colleagues had
any connection with the Montreal
Jlerald Company.

Ma. MITCHELL: They cannot say
that, because we know to the contrary.

MR. MILLS said he did not know
anything about the matter. His
deputy had called bis attention to the
fact that the Geological Report had
been printed at the Herald office, and
at a rather lower rate than it was
,done by Dawson or Lovell, and
this year it had been printed at the
same place. The Geological Report
had always been printed with more
care and on better material than the
reports of the public departments;
and Professor Selwyn, who was in
charge of this branch, had insisted on
its being done in Montreal, because it
was impossible to get the scientific or
technical portion of the work done in
Ottawa, and to keep a person bore
.constantly to revise the proofs, would
have added to the expense.

MR. MITCHELL said ho was sur-
prised that the hon. gentleman should
admit that one of bis servants bad
dictated to him wbere certain printing
should be donc. The work had not
been let in the proper manner, but had
been given to a company in which a
Minister of the Crown had been, and
ho believed still was, interested. He
supposed it was for having objected to
this, that ho (Mr. Mitchell) had been
sorved up with a column of criticism,
tinged with abuse, in the columns of
the Herald. 11e did not see why they
should abuse him. The general
manager of that paper was a particu-
lar friend of his, but when he received
a quid pro quo, he supposed he had to
do the abuse. There was one gratifi-
cation when the press attacked mem-
bers-they couild have a little shy
.at them from their places
in Parliament. If the Minister had
advertized for tenders, he would have
iad this work donc for a great deal

iess than either Mr. Dawson or the
Ma. BOWELL.

Iferald Company had done it for,
owing to the general depreciation of
the prices of all kinds of work.

MR. BOWELL said ho knew this
report was usually printed in botter
style than others, but surely that could
be done in Ottawa as well as in Mon-
treal. They had the Finance Min-
ister's Budget Speech printed on gilt-
edged tinted paper, with nice bronzed
covers, and costing a good deal.

Ma. MITCIHEILL: The country does
not pay for it.

M. BOWELL said the country did
pay for it, and it was one of those jobs
that ought to be put an end to. In
1874, it cost $590.55; in 1875, 8433.65;
in 1876, $1,30.75; in 1877, $755.72.
He had been unable to get the return
of the number of copies printed in
each year; but in 1877 the number of
copies was 12,240, and if that cost
$755, they could calculate what number
must have been printed for $1,330 the
year before. In these four years no
less than $3,100 had been paid out of
the funds of the country for the print-
ing of Budget speeches.

Ma. POPE (Compton) What was
done with them ?

MR. BOWELL said no doubt they
were used to enlighten the benighted
electors of the county of Carleton. fie
did not know who distributed them, but
if h'is information was correct they wore
sont out as eloctioneering pamphlets to
convert the people generally to the
views of the Government. The work
was given to favourite offices, which
charged what they pleased for the
publication. They wore not taken
from the Hansard report or
donc by the Parliamentary Prin-
ter under the contract, as, if
necessary, it should be donc. It was
given to such newspapers in Ottawa as
supported the Government and abused
the Opposition. If his hon. friend from
Northumberland (Mr. Mitchell),abused
stockholders in newspapers who sat On
the Ministerial benches, he must expect
abuse from their papers in return.

MR. MILLS: I do not know of any
stockholders here.

Ma. BYWELL said it might be true
that there wore not, but he should bo
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glad to know if every other Minister
could state the same and tell the
truth.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I can, for
one.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said ho was
sure the hon. gentleman would be
gratified to learn that he was not a
stoekholder in the Montreal Herald.
He should not be at all ashamed if he
were a proprietor of that paper, but he
was nct now and never had been. He
had held some stock in the Herald in
trust, but ho had supposed that his
private affairs belonged to himself, and
le had never taken the trouble to con-
tradict the rumour which had been
repeated in the House to-night. He
took the present opportunity, however,
to say for himself that ho was not a
stockholder, and he believed no mem-
ber of the Government was a stock-
holder in the Montreal Herald.

MR. LAFLAMME said that as ho
might have been suspected and pointed
at by the gentle insinuation of the hon.
member, ho could say, also, that he
had had no interest in that paper si nce
le became a Minister.

Ma. MITCHELL said ho had always
understood that the Postmaster-Gen-
eral was a member of the company
which bought out the original con-
pany, and was a stockholder. He had
never hoard that he had held the stock
in trust. He -was gratified to learn
that the hon. gentleman was freefrom
the imputation of deriving benefit
of doing the printing of the Geological
Pepartment. He had also heard that
the Minister of Justice was once a
stockholder. He did not blame
them. He should like to be
(ne himself. It was a well-managed
concern, had a large commercial
patronage, and he had no doubt a large
(overn ment patronage. As a partizan
parer it was unsurpassed-except by
the Globe.

Ma. BOWELL said ho thought the
Postmaster-General should be tliankful
for the opportunity of setting iinself
"ght in this matter. While ho agreed
With him that no one had a right to in-
terfere in his private business, it ceased
to bo a private business if a Minister of
the State was intercsted in any

establishment upon which the Govern-
ment were bestowing their patronage,
and from which a large profit was de-
rived. There were businesses in which
a Minister of the State might be inter-
ested, into which the louse had no
right to inquire, but the louse had a
right to enquire into the truth of such
a rumour as this. The Minister of'
Justice should also be thankful that ho
was able to correct the false impression
that was abroad. It was known that
after the last Session of Parliament one
Minister had been obliged to resign his
seat, bocause ho was connected with
just such transactions, and the result
was that ho was rejected by the people.

In answer to Ma. DoMVILLE,
Ma. MILLS said that they did not

expect to carry on any geological ex.
plorations in the Icelandic district this
Session.

MR. MITCHELL said ho was hand ed
a memorandum by the bon. member
for North Hastings, which showed that
the cost of pririting the Budget Speech
in 1874-5, 1876-7, amounted to a total
of $3,110.91, but he could not believe
that this statement was correct. In
1875, $ 133.15 ; 1876, 81,331.35;
and 1877, $750.92.

THE CHAIRMAN said that the hon.
gentleman was out of order.

Ma. MITCHELL said he could not
believe that the Government had squan-
dered over $3,000 in publishing finan-
cial speeches. Ho would refer to this
matter at another time.

MR. LANGEVIN said that a number
ofadvances were mentioned. le wish-
ed to know how and why these were
made.

Ma. MILLS said that these advances
were made to these gentlemen when
they went out on exploring expedi tions.
They must ail go to their respective
fields for the current yoar before the
lst of July, and the-e advances had to
be made on that account.

MR. MITCHELL asked, why the
Government should insist on this work
being done at Montreal, when it could
be performed much cheaper at Ottawa ?
The only reason given was that the
Department would be more immediate-
ly under the superintendence of the
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offlicer at Montreal; but why not, as
was suggested last year, remove that
Department from Montreal ? He
would also like some information as to
a charge made in connection with or-
ganie remains.

Ma. MILLS said he must refer the
hon. gentleman to page 37 of his report
for information as to the work perform-
cd by Mr. Whiteheares, who was pre-
paring a work on the paleontology of
the country, illustrative of the organic
remains to be found in the various
geological strata of Canada, particular-
ly of British Columbia.

MR. MITCHELL said he noticed that
a charge of $3,942 was made for send-
ing down specimens to theiPhiladelphia
Exhibition, and he considered that the
sum set down was enormous.

MR. MILLS said he believed the en-
tire cost amounted to nearly $10,000.

Ma. BUNSTER said that notwith-
standing the amount of money devoted
1 o geological surveys, British Columbia
was in this respect totally neglected.
He felt sure that if the Dominion Gov-
ernment would pay more attention to
the Province, the influx of population
would more than compensate for the
outlay. Some gold fields had lately
been discovered in British Columbia,
and the necessity for geol ,gical sur-
veys became more urgent.

Ma. MILlIS said the expenditure
for these surveys was larger in British
Columbia than in any other Province.

MR. DOMVILLE said New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia were compara-
tively neglected, There were sonie
very valuable seams of coal to be
found in these Prov-inces, and instruc-
tions should be given to the geologists
in the service of the Government to
make exploratory excursions there.

Ma. MACKA Y (Cape Breton) said
that when the geological formation of
a c)untry was settled, it be ýame the
duty of privato inqividuals, and not of
the Government, to explore and de-
velop the minerai resources.

aR. MILLS: Hear, hear.
Ma. TUPPER said that, but for the

"hear, heur " of the hon. Minister of
the Interiorin reference to the statement
of the hon. member for Cape Breton,

Ma. MITCHELL.

he should not have spoken. He joined
issue wLth the bon. member for Cape
Breton. He beliered Parliament did
not spend this money for the purpose
of elucidating certain theories with
reference to the geological formation,
but for the purpose of enriching the
country by carrying these explorations
to a practical issue, and showing the
mineral wealth of the canntry. Take,
for instance, the anthracite coal in
New Brunswick; who was more inter-
ested than the Government in bringing
scientific information to bear upon it,
so as to secure as far as possible the
valuable results which would flow from
the working of those mines, which
would not only be of benefit to the
locality, but would increase the trade
and revenue of the country? Look,
too, at the mineral region of Spring
Hill; those mines had resulted, not
only to the advantage of the parties
who had speculated in connection with
these mines, but of enormous practical
benefit to the Government and to the
country. At this moment the Inter-
colonial Railway was being worked at
a great saving per annum, in
consequence of these mines. In
the same way, wherever the
Government had it in their power,
by sending Mr. Selwyn and the staff
under him, to assist in the develop-
ment and exploration of those sections
of the country where valuable miner.
als were supposed to lie, this would
not only pay the money expended, but
would benefit the country a hundred-
foid.

Ma. BLANCHET said that if the
exploration of the country was left in'
the hands of private individuals, very
littie pr'ogress would be made, and
very little information be obtained of
the natural resources of Canada. H1e
was strongly in favour of the museuilm
and matters relating to geology being
removed to Ottawa. le saw that
nearly $2,000 was spent in Montreal
for rent and taxes, and $563 for fuel
every year, and the inte est on that
sum, capitalized, would be nearly suf-
ficient to erect a building and ail the
necessary accessories.

MR. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
h" would repeat that it was not the
duty of the Government to do anything
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ynore than to mark out a certain dis-
trict, showing its geological forma-
tion; but it was not the duty of the
Government to explore or examine a
seam of anthracite coal as to its thick-
ness and extent. This was more a
matter for private enterprise.

MR. DAVIES said he agreed with
the hon. member for Cape Breton, and
thought private enterprise was ail that
was required. He really thought the
Governmont could not be expected to
do more than to prepare a geological
survey.

Ma. PLUMB said he was astonished
that the hon. member for Cape Breton
8hould make such a statement. It
was his opinion that it was the duty of
the Governmont to, as far as possible,
<liscover the hidden resources of the
country for practical business purposes,
and to encourage speculation in the
development of those resources.

Ma. DAVIES said he did not think
it was the duty of the Government to
sink shafts in search for metals.

Vote agreed to.

XXU.-INDIA NS.

151. For Indians of Quebec............. $2,200

MR. BOWELL said, before the item
of $2,200 for Indians of Quebec was
passed, he desired to cal[ attention to
the fact that there was no report from
the agent of the Lake of Two
Mountains tribes of Indians in the
report of the Minister of the Interior.
Why was this ? He understood the
Governmont had an agent at Oka, and
that he had made a report upon the
state of these Indians. it would also
be well to have a statement from the
M&inister of the Interior as to the pro-
gressof the suit which had been entered
o test the legal rights of the Oka

Indians in that locality.
MR. MILLS said the Government

had no fund specially applying to the
Oka Idians. The Seigniory of Two
Mountains had been claimed by the
Indians as their property, which claim
was resisted by the gentlemen of the
Senimary. That had been a matter of
dispute for several years. Whcn the
hon. member for Charlevoix was
Secretary of the Provinces, ho made a
report on the subject. He (Mr. Mills)

thought there had been an Order-in-
Council passed affirming that the title to
the Seigniory was legally vested in the
Seminary. Since then a number of
gentlemen had interested themselves
on behalf of the Indians, and insisted
on saying that the property belonged
to the Indians, and was held by the
gentlemen of the Seminary simply as
trustees. Considerable feeling existed
on the subject, and difficulties arose
last summer. A number of the
Indians had been arrested for
cutting fences and other timber
on what they claimed to be
their property, but which the
Seminary claimed to be theirs.
A good deal of ill feeling was engender-
ed, property was destroyed, and crim-
inal actions were taken out in conse-
quence, and the Department having
charge over the entire Indian popula-
tion,under the British North American
Act, sent a person there to reside upon
the land and report upon the subject,
to advise the Indians and endeavour to
smoothe over the difficulties as far as
possible, and prevent the Indians from
breaking the law. That agent, a
young man named McGurr, formerly
a resident of this city, was still there.
He had not been sent to make any
special report on the subject. That was
a matter upon which the Department
sought the advice of theDepartment of
Justice. No special report was made
by this agent, but the Department
received letters from him fron time to
time in regard to the matter.

MR. BOWELL said the public
understood that a report had becn
made on the subject. It seemed to
him, after what had taken place, that
the Government which, as the hon. the
Minister of the Interior admitted, had
a general supervision over ail Indian
tribes imposed on it under the Confed-
eration Act, and also imposed on the
old Parliament of Canada by the. Im-
perial Government, should not have
allowed these difficulties to have been
carried to excess. He had put the
question last Parliament, as to the
course to be pursued by the Govern-
ment in order to test the
rights of the Indians in that locality
in the courts of law, and ho had been
informed that thfe Govornmuent still
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intended to advance the money in order
to contest these rights. It had been
reported that a snap verdict had been
obtained, either through the neglect of
the lawyer for the Indians or by sharp
practiceupon the partof their opponents.
It had also been charged that this ques-
tion had been used for political pur-
poses. On these points, however, he
gave no opinion; but what position
bad the Government taken in this mat-
ter ? It seemed to him that the Gov-
ernment had been remiss in its duty
in not pushing this point to an issue
in order to settle, beyond doubt, the
rights of the Indians in that locality.
He had read with great care the report
of the hon. mnember for Charlevoix on
this subject, which was accepted.as ex-
haustive by his successor, who refused
to reopen the question, and could not
fait concluding that while the gentle-
men of the Seminary had rights to the
soi, and, perhaps, the fee simple in it,
there were reservations in all the deeds
granted and in the Act affirming their
title, and certain duties imposed on
them towards these Indians. The
difficulties which had arisen out of this
dispute between the Seminary and
the Indians should bave impelled the
Government to effect a settlement and
prevent their recurrence in future. lie
might be wrong in his inference, but
froin his reading of the law and of the
report of the hon member for Charle-
voix, he could but draw the conclusion
that there were certain duties imposed
upon the Government in connection
with theso matters, and also upon
the gentlemen of the Seminary by the
deed of cession and subsequent legisla-
tion, wbich should be faithfully fulfilled.

MR. MILLS: What are those duties ?
Mii. BOWELL said it was unneces-

sary fbr him to point out those duties.
If the hon. 'Minister was prepared to
state that no duties devolved on the
Government, and that the Indians had
no rights, then the position of the
Government would be known. If the
Indians bad no rights, or supposed
rights, the Goveinment should not
have advanced money to test their
legality in eourts of law.

Ma. MILLS said he had not under-
,t)od to what the hon. gentleman
alluded in many of his observations.

MR. BOWELL.

The duties imposed on the Seminary
were wholly spiritual. There was not
a single provision that they should
feed and clothe the Indians and pro-
vide places of residence. If there was
a trust imposed upon the gentlemen of
the Seminary, it was one over which
the Government of Canada had no con-
trol whatever. If any Government
had any control over the matter, it
would be the Government of Quebec.
He admitted, if the Indian had a right
to the property, that right should be
protected. That was the only matter
with which this Government had any
concern. Certain gentlemen of MXn-
treal beld very strongly to the opinion
that the Indians had certain legal and
equitable rights in this property, and
that these rights were capable of being
successively maintained in courts of
law. lis predecessor, upon the advice
of the Minister of Justice, had said to
these parties, if you will select a favour-
able base to ascertain whether the l-
dians have any title, the Department
will pay the expense. Those gentle-
men engaged a legal gentleman of
Montreal to test these rights. They
selected the strongest case they could.
The matter was deferred from time to
time, and when the case came for trial,
they failed to put in an appearance, and
judgment went against them by default.
So far as he krew, matters still stood
precisely in that position. He was not
going to say to-night whether theso
opinions were well or ill-founded, but
the hon. member for Hastings would
agree with him that if the Department,
after taking the best possible legal ad.
vice, were informed that the rights of
the Indians could not be successfully
maintained in law, the best mode of
acting would be to obtain a compromise
with the Seminary. If the matter were
brought before a court of law, and it
was held that the Indians had no rights
whatever on the soil, it would ho im-
possible to obtain any compensation
from the Seminary, for the rights the0
Indians would be supposed to have. The
Government were actirig on behalf of thc
Indians in the way they believed to be
the most consonant with their interests.
Ail they could do was to souk to alaY
the irritation as soon as possible, and
await a favourable opportunity for a
complote settlement of the question.
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Mu. BOWELL: Is the Government
stili furnishing any money to carry on
this contest ?

MR. MILLS: I do not think we have
ever furnished any money. Since I
have been in office, we have never fur-
nished a cent.

Ma. BOWELL: Mr. Laird, in a
letter to the Imperial Government,
stated that a certain amount of money
was furnished to contest the rights of
the Indians in that locality.

Mu. MILLS: That bas not been pro-
ceeded with.

MR. BOWELL: It was proceeded
with, and judgment was given against
the Indians, in consequence of their
lawyer failing to fyle a proceeding.
Then there was a re-hoaring.

Mi. MACKENZIE: The re-hearing
is the part that has not been proceeded
with.

Mu. BOWELL: Why not?
Mu. MACKENZIE said the Indians

were governed entirely by some self-
coristituted committee in Montreal,
and their movernents were, apparently,
altogether guided by then. He had
informed the Chiefs themselves that
the expenses of the appeal would be
paid by the Government, but it was
impossible to take the matter out of
their own hands, when they, ttrem-
selves, placed it in the hands of this
committee in Montreal.

Mu. BOWELL: Was this original
amount paid at all ?

MR. MACKENZIE: Some small
sum.

MR. MILLS: About $100.
MR. BOWELL said a stop should be

Put to the political purposes to which
this case was being directed, and the
sooner the Goverument did this the
better.

MR. MACKENZIE said if the mat-
ter wore left with the Government
entirely, it would soon be settled.

%. BOWELL said ho understood,
from the explanations of the Minister
of the Interior, that the Indians had no
ights in the land either of a spiritual

or educational character.
MR. MILLS: I did not say that.

MR. BOWELL: They had rights in
the past. Why have they not now ?

Mi. MILLS: The hon. gentleman is
referring to the question of abstract
justice, which may be entirely different
from the right of property. The Gov-
ernment could not control the action
of private persons in the matter.

Mu. LANGEVIN said he was at the
head of the Department of State when
this matter came up for the first time;
and ho was sorry to say that the whole
trouble between the Indians and the
Seminary had arisen from a conversa-
tion between some of the Indians and
the late Mr. Spragge, the head of the
Indian Department at that time. Mr.
Spragge thought, no doabt conscion-
tiously, that the Indians had some
right to the Seigniory, and ho mon-
tioned that to some of them. The
claim came before the Departient, and
ho (Mr. Langevin) was called upon to.
report upon it to the Governor in
Council. That case had given him
more trouble than any 20 cases in the
Department. After going into the
whole subject ho reported, and his re-
port was referred to the Minister of
Justice, and was sanctionod by the Law
Officer of the Crown, and afterwards
assented to by the Governor in Coun cil.
He had not changed his opinion since,
and he had no doubt that if the Indians
had not been ill-advised, ho could have
made a settlement between them and
the Seminary of Montreal. But whon
the gentlemen of the Seminary found
their title attacked, and law suits
threatened, they said : "Don't let our
title be attacked, and we will hear.any
proposals made to us;" and
he (Mr. Langevin) knew that
they were disposed to give the
Indians a liberal settlement. It was
true the Indians were under the cure
of the Government, but the Govern-
ment could not give themn lands which
did not belong to them. Certain parties
in Montreal had thought the docision
against the Indians was not a proper
one, and asked that the question might
be decided before a court of justice.
Two or three years ago money was
voted for that purpose, and the ques-
tion came before the court when it
wernt by default against the Indians.
If the Minister of Justice was satiefied
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that the Ir dians really could not suc-
Ceed, would it not be botter to abandon
the lawsuit and say so definitely; and
then try to make an arrangement with
the gentlemen of the Seminary, whose
feelings, no doubt, prompted them to do
something in favour of the Indians who
had been so long under their care. If
not, he thought Parliament would feel
it its duty to do somothing for them.
He hoped the Government would see
that the matter was settled during
recess.

MR. MILLS : How does the hon.
gentleman propose to settle if the
Indians refuse ?

MR. LANGEVIN said, if the Indians
refused they would be unreasonable.
They had triends in Montreal who
might bring them to reasonable terms.

.NR. MILLS: Those friends say their
:nterests are worth $10,000,000. The
Seminary offers $20,000; there is a
wide difference.

MR. LANGEVIN: I am not trying
to find fault. I found it a difficulty in
my time.

MR. MILLS: And did not settle it.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he could not
settle it. If the Indians had not been
ill-advised, no doubt they would have
come to terns. Their pretension to
have $10,000,000 was all moonshine.
They should have a comparative small
sum of money from the gentlemen
of the Seminary as a settlement of
the question. If the matter went
on, they would see repeated the de-
plorable events of last year, when
arson and bloodshed took place, and
the Indians, being the weakest, would
suffer. If the Government took the
thing in hand, it could be settled in a
short time.

MR. DESJARDINS said he thought
that they could not expect any peace-
ful and satisfactory arrangement to be
effected by means of third parties.
It would be best for the Government to
act with these Indians directly, and to
use the influence which the Federal
Government always enjoyed with the
Indians, to bring then to a reasonable
disposition. It would be wise to
try.

Ma. LANGEVIN.

ME. LANGEVIN said that the hon.
the Minister of the Interior bad first
stated that these gentlemen in Mont-
real had advised these Indians that
they were -entitled to ton millions of
dollars, and, therefore, these Montreal
gentlemen were in the way of a seule-
ment. This was why he said that, if
these Indians were so much under the
control of the Montreal Committee, it
would be better to have those gentle-
men conferred with, and try to induce
the Indians to consent to some reason-
able arrangement.

MR. DESJARDINS said bis infor-
mation led him to believe that the
Government would have a botter
chance of affecting a satisfactory
arrangement by treating with the
Indians directly, and not through those
parties who had interposed between
the Indians and the gentlemen of the
Seminary.

Ma. BOWELL said he thought
that the hon. member for Hoche-
laga was mistaking the facts as
to the desire or intention of the gen-
tlemen in Montreal who had been
advising or taking under their pi otect-
tion these Indians. He was of the
opinion, and I e had it on very good
authority, for saying that these gentle-
men were very desirous of having this
difficulty settled, for more reasons than
one. The iesponsibility baving fallen
in a great measure on them during the
past winter and the winter before, of
providing, out of their own -means and
charities, these Indians with food and
the necessaries of life, he could
scarcely conceive it possible that they
would throw obstacles in the way of
an equitable settlement if the G-overn-
ment approached them properly. On
the contrary, lie thought he could say
that some of the gentlemen who in
this regard had taken a very active part
with a philanthropie view and desire
to ameliorate the condition of these
people, would only be too glad to meet
the Government and come to some
settlement. The sooner that this was
done the botter. The Government
might feel it beneath their dignity tn
take a step of this kind, but where de-
putations composed of Senators and
some of the most respectable men-
certainly not of those who could be
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necused of a desire to create animo-
.sties, being headed by Hon. Mr. Fer-
rier-interested themselves in these
matters, he thought that if these ne-
gotiations were pushed on and proper
overtures made, there was no doubt
that it could be settled. He believed
that it was the desire of these gentle-
men that a settlement of this kind
ishould be come to, in order that these
Indians might not continue to be a
tax on the charities of these who had
taken them under their immediate
care. This was a very important mat-
ler,owing to the events which bad taken
place and the difficulties that had
urisen out of this dispute. He under-
stood the hon. the Minister of
Interior to say that the reports
he had received were not official-
to be made public,-but simply
letters from the agent whom he
had sent there, and which he did not
fbel at liberty to make public. But
he (Mr. Bowell) was led to believe
they were of an official character, con-
taining information which would not
only be of advantage to the Govern
ment, but also to the country generally,
both as to vhat were conceived to be
the rights of these people and the treat-
ment they had received. Whether it
was in the interest of the public or the
Government that these should be made
public, must be a question, ho sup-
posed, for the head of the Department
10 decide. He was very glad, indeed,
to hear the remarks made by the hon.
member for Charlevoix in connection
with this very important matter; and
he hoped that the Government would
act ou the suggestion thrown out by
the hon. gentleman, and take enrgetic
stelps to provide for these Indians,
being their guardians to all intents and
purposes, as well as the guardians of
all the other Indians in the country.

Ma. MACKENZ[E: The Govern-
Ment have done all they could.

MR. DESJARDINS said he was glad
to learn from the hon. member for
North Hastings that the gentlemen
who had constituted themselves the
tutors of those Indians were willing to
settle the matter in a peaceful way;
and he hoped that if they were sori-
osly so mnclined, this would be speedily
brougiht about. If the hon. gentleman

133

was well informed, he was sure that
the Govern ment would settle this ques-
tion without difficulty.

MR. MACKENZIE said that
they had received no such over-
tures from any parties who claimed
to represent these Indians, as
would lead them to understand that
the offers of the Government would be
accepted. The Government proposed
to locate these Indians on lands some-
where else, and to ask Parliament to
vote a sum of money to provide
houses for them, and to obtain as much
as possible from the Seminary. The
question of law was one with which
they could not meddle. The previous
Government appeared to have settled
this question, as far as the officers of
the Crown could do so. It subse-
quently went into court, although
they considered that the judgment ob-
tained was rather a catch judgment
than otherwise ; but it was not carried
by those who acted for the Indians to
the Court of Review for decision.
When deputations came to Ottawa, as
had been the case on several occasions,
to visit him, it was simply to plead the
rights of the Indians, under the terri-
torial rightswhich had been claimed;
but it was quite impossible for the
Government to deal with this point,
and to say that the Indians had or had
not such rights. This was a question
of fact, and the courts alone could de-
cide it. These persons determined to
appeal to the courts, but when it
became known that the Government
were making an effort to induce the
Seminary to make an advance, and
that possibly the Indians themselves
would be willing to accept it, violent
letters appeared in the Montreal
papers, denouncing the Government
for sacrificing the rights of the In-
dians-as they called it-and giving
fabulous values to this property.
The rights of the Indians, as
they existed before this difficulty
arose at all, appeared to have
been of this kind : the land was located
to different Indians. These Indian
families would have eight, ten, or
twenty acres in a particular quarter,
and they would clear up a certain
number of acres. Occasionally some
of these families desired to leave
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the reservation aitogether, and invari-
ably, as he was informed-and he be-
lieved that he was informed correctly
-when any of them desired to do so,
the improvements were valued and
paid for. These valuations reached
occasionally from $8 to $9 per acre,
but generally varied from $5 to $6 per
acre. The average would be some-
where between $5 and $8, which the
priests, who exercised surveillance
over this property,- paid to the Indi-
ans, who would thereupon lease the
reservation and take up their residence
elsewhere. It would appear, there-
fore, that up to the time when this
difficulty arose, there vas no further
idea of territorial ownership on the
part of the Indians than what was im-
plied by ownership and the improve-
ments made on the soil. This seemed
to have been the position from all the
investigations he had made personally ;
and it was pure nonsense to say that
this Government had in the past or now
any power to press a settlement. They
had done everything in their power to
obtain a settlement, and ho believed
that if the Government proposal had
been accepted three years ago, it would
have been far botter for the Indians,
and it would be far better to accept
this settlement now; but, as long as
the Indians committed themselves into
the hands cf other people, who thought
different from the Government, and
who might have reasons with which
the Government were unacquainted
for this, and whose advice the Indians
followed, it was evidently impossible
for the Government to come to such
ternis with the gentlemen of the
Seminary as would enable them to
effect a settlement. As soon as the
Indians were prepared to leave the
whole matter in the hands of the Gov-
ernment they would undertake to
endeavour to effect the best settlement
possible, and he had no doubt that they
could do this if they were let alone.

Vote agreed to.

152 Purchase of blankets for aged and
infirmu Indians of Ontario and
Quebec ...................... $1,600

153 Indians of Nova Scotia, relief,
etc. .......... .......... 4,500

Ma. McKAY (Colchester) : Has an
agent been appointed for District No.

MR. MACKENZIE.

3, in place of Mr. Davey, who, I think,
bas resigned ?

Ma. MILLS :The subject is at pre-
sent under consideration.

Mi. McKAY said that owing
to the absence of an agent, a great
deal of inconvenience was incurred.
Several men who had attended sick
Indians, found a great deal of trouble
in getting their bills settled, and the
Indians themselves went to other
agencies trying to get supplies ard
blankets. Several delegations, and, in
fact, he believed the whole tribe in his
county, had waited upon him before
he leit home, in this connection. He
had made -tpplication to the hon. the
Minister of the Interior for assistance,
and $40 were granted for this purpose.
This was a very small sum. A num-
ber of these Indians were lying within
the limits of the town, and were depen-
dent entirely on charity, putting the
town to considerable expense.

Ma. MILLS said that the fund in
question was very limited. Th e Gov-
ernment did not hold itself responsible
for the support of the Indians any
more than for any other portion of the
population, though they had power of
surveillance over the Indians under the
British North America Act. If the
Indians were enfranchised their control
would be at an end, and these persons
would then be under the charge of the
Local Government in every particular,
as any other portion of the population.
At Confederation certain funds were
taken over from the Provincial Gov-
ernment, and they had endeavoured,
as far as possible, to confine the Indian
apprQpriation to what it was at the
time of Confederation. In Ontario
lands of the'Province, as they were
set out for settlement, were surrendered
by the Indians, and certain reserves
and compensations were given them;
and the Indian fund of Ontario and
Quebec, which amounted to something
like three millions of dollars, was
created in this way, and a lapsed balance
of statutory or other appropriations.
The whole fund at their disposal for
Nova Scotia, was $4,500, and they used
this money in the way they thought
would be most serviceable toj the
Indians. Aid must of course be givel
from legal sources, and the poor
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among the Indians were dependent,
like other poor, on the people living
in the various Provinces. When the
G;overnment saw to the proper expen-
diture, their duties were at an end.

Ma. McKAY said lie thought that
it would be for the benefit of the
Department and the Indians of Col-
chester County, if the latter were
placed under the agent at Picton, in-
stead of under the agent at Halifax.

Mi. JONES (Halifax) said that, on
the whole, be must say that the ad-
ministration of Indian affairs, both
under this and the late Government
in Nova Scotia, bad not exactly been
successful ; but they were now about
making an arrangement by which
each county would manage its own
affairs in this regard, and he hoped
that the system would be attended
with most satisfactory results.

MR. MITCHELL said that there was
a considerable number of Indians in his
county. The administration of these
matteis under the late and present
Governments had been equally bad
and very unsuccessful. He could see
no change, The Indians of New
Brunswick were not becoming en-
lightened. They were not getting the
benefit of education. They were
dwindling away, and becoming de-
moralized. The whole system, as far
as the elevation of the character of the
Indians was concerned, seemed to be a
complete failure. Sickness appeared
to be more prevalent among them
than formerly. In a few years, unless
something was done, he was afraid
that they would disappear. Some-
thing might be done for these people,
eveni with the small means which
they had at their dispobal. The
Dominion had bought up the great
North-West, and the money of the
people in the Eastern Provinces had
contributed to this purchase. As an
enormous sum was being paid out for
the Indians of the North-West, he
thought that more liberality should be
extended towards the Indians of the
-Eastern Provinces, with the view of
preserving them, and, if possible, ele-
vating their condition, which was
most lamentable. The hon. the Min-
ister of the Interior, being a philoso-
pher, might endeavour to see what

133à

philosophy would do, as regarded prt c-
tical utility, towards the elevation of
the poor creatures.

Vote ageeed to.

154. Relief of the Indiana in New Bruns-
wick ............. .... ........ ............... $4,500

155. Relief of the Indians in P.E.I...... 2,000

Ma. LANGEVIN wished to know
how many Indians had taken advan-
tage of the law passed for their
enfranchisement.

Ma MILLS: About forty.
Vote agreed to.

Indians of British Columbia.

Victoria Superin-
156 endency ............ $18,240 0

Fraser do ......... 18,321 00
-- $36,561 00

Ma. LANGEVIN wished to know
how the sum voted last year had been
expended.

MR. MILLS said it was appropriated
for the purposes of the Commission, a
record of whose work would be found
in the report by Mr. Sproat. Therein
it was stated that the Commission had
carried on their operations in British
Columbia up to December, 1876, and
since April 4th, last year, they had
been engaged in the settlement of dis-
putes between the Indians and white
men, the former of whom alleged that
the latter had encroached on lands
which they held from time immem-
orial. The Local Government pro-
posed that the Commission should
continue until all the reservations in
the vicinity of the White settlements
were agreed upon, and that in future
all matters affecting the Indians should
be settled by an agent of the British
Columbian Government. When the
season closed, it was found that the
Indians were indisposed to give up
their reservations, and Mr. Sproat
had been retained to act as
Commissioner during the coming
summer.

Mr. LANGEVIN said no better man
than Mr. Sproat could be found to act
in this capacity. If the Government
could induce the Indians to leave these
settlements at Victoria, it would be a
great boon both to themselves and the
white men there.

Vote agreed to.
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Indians of Manitoba.

157. Annuities under Treaties Nos.
i and 2 to Indians of Maui-
toba........ ........ $27,000 00

158. Annuities under Treaty No 3
to ditto...... ..... .... 15,640 00

159. Annuities underTreatyNo. 5 15,860 00
160, Agriculturalinplements,&c.,

furnished underTreatiesNo.
1 and 2.................. 12,950 Co

Ma. BOWELL askcd, if this am-
munition could not be supplied to the
Indians in the same manner as ammu-
nition was supplied to the volunteers.
If it was bought in large quantities
there must be a saving.

MR. MILLS: No; I think not.
Vote agreed to.

161. Agriculturaliiplements,&c.,
furnished under freaty No.3 $ 6,410 00

162. do do No. 5.. 4,890 00
163. Provisions for Indians asseni-

bled to receive annuities
under the above-mentioned
Treaties .............. 16,500 00

164. Triennial supply of clothing
under above Ireaties ..... 2,200 00

Sioux on Little Saskatchewan.

165. Purchase of agricultural imi-
plenents, seed-grain, tools,
&c., and salary of an Agent
residing on their Reserve.. 2,600 00

Resolutions ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
' wenty minutes past

One o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 23rd April, 1878.

The Speaker took tho Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

ELECTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
[BILL No. 20.]

(Mr. Laflamme.)

COXBIDEED IN COMMITTEE.

House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of the Whole on the said Bill.

Ma. LANGEVIN.

(In the Committee.)

Mi. MACPOUGALL (East Elgin)
said he wished to move that section
11 of the Dominion Election Act of
1874 be repealed and be re-enacted, as
amended by the insertion of the word
" constituted" in the 12th and 20th lines.
This was to applyto in orporated muni-
cipalities, which, in part, lay in two
electoral districts. In the Ontario
Act it was provided that, in cases of
this kind, such municipality should
beýong to the electoral district having
the su aller population. He proposed
to alter the law so that the returning
officer could constitute the part lying
in each eletoral district into a sepa-
rate polling sabdivision, which could
not at present be done. Otherwise no
provision would be made for taking
the vote. The Ontario Legislature
had pravided that each municipality
should have the power of establishing
polling divisions. The village council
passed a by-law or resolution, estab-'
lishing the village as a polling subdi-

.vision, consequently the township from
which this village bad been erected,
established their polling sub-divisions
under the authority of a by-law, and
these sub-divisions would not include
the village for the very reason that the
village, by the authority which it
possessed under the Municipal Law,
had the power of establishing itself as
a polling sub-division. It was to over-
come this difficulty that he proposed
this amendment.

MR. WHITE (East Hastings) said
he believed that at the general election
in 1874, the hon. member for North
Huron had stated that parties who lived
in a village between two counties had
voted first in the one and then in the
next riding. He had then understood
the hon. the First Minister to say that
this would not occur again.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I do not reccl-
lectit, but I am sure that it cannot be
done legally.

Ma. WHITE: It was donc at that
time.

Sma JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
believe the fact that this was done.

Amendment agreed to.
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MR. MAcDONNELL said he desired
to ask the hon..the Minister of Justice
whether any decision had been arrived
at with regard to the recount of votes,
according to section 13 of this Bill. It
had occurred to him, since this measure
was previously under consideration,
that it was impossible where there was
only one County Judge for three or
four counties, for this Judge to attend
to the recount within the short
period of three or four days in various
counties. This might occupy more
than one day, in fact several days.
Where there were three counties
grouped together, as was the case in
Nova Scotia, it would be quite impos-
sible for one Judge to make recounts in
each of these-and the law would, con-
sequently, be quite nugatory. The
same remark, ho believed, would apply
to Charlevoix and neighbouring coun-
ties.

MR. LAFLAMME said it was very
unlikely that there would be a recount
after every election. A recount was a
matter of very rare oecurrence, and in
Ontario, where this system had been in
force for some time, no difficulty had
been experienced. It was only in
cases where an uncertainty existed as
to the number who voted, or whore it
was thought fraud had been resorted
to, or where the majority had been ex-
ceedingly small, that a recount was
deemed necessary. Consequently, it
was not probable that there would be
any lack of Judges to carry out this
measure.

MR. MAcDONNELL said the Gov-
erument should legislate for possibili-
ties however remote, and the answer
nade by the hon. Minister that it was
ufnlikely there could ho a recount in
three counties presided over by one
Judge, was not satisfactory.

MR. BOWELL asked why the time
allowed for having a recount should be
limited to four days.

Ma. LANGEVIN said the object was
to avoid delay, because it was desirable
that a candidate when elected should
take his seat as soon as possible. He had
Callel the attention of the Minister of
Justice to the Bill the other day, and
though ho did not intend to repeat the
arguments ho made use of with refer-

once to the working of the Bill, he would
ask the Minister of Justice whether ho
had made up lis mind to amend the
Bill in th_ direction ho had indicated ?

Ma. LAFLAMME said that, while
ho was anxious to meet the views of
the hon. gentleman, what had been
foreshadowed by the hon. member for
Charlevoix was not, by any means,
likely to happen, and there was no
reason why the Gcvernment should
legislate for such a remote possibility.
There wams a resident Judge in the
county of Charlevoix, and ho could bo
applied to, when necessary, with the
view of having a recount.

Ma. LANGEVIN said what he
sought was not merely in the interests
of his own county, but of the whole
district. No doubt there was a resident
Judge in Charlevoix, but his district
comprised the counties of Chicoutimi
and Saguenay besides; and if, after an
election, a recount was desired, say, in
Chicoutimi, ninety miles either way
would have to be travelled before a
recount could take place.

Ma. McCARTHY said ho would ask
the Minister of Justice whether ho
proposed to make an amendment a].
lowing application for a recount in the
Province of Ontario to be made before
one of the Superior Court Judges at
Toronto, as well as before a County
Court Judge. le lânderstood the hon.
Minister to say that he would amend
the Bill so as to allow of an application
being made to a Superior Court Judgo
in the absence of a County Court
Judge.

Ma. LAFLAMME said ho had no
objection to make a provision by which,
in the absence of a County Court
Judge, an application might be made
io the next County Court Judge.

MR. BLAKE said it was desirable
that a recount should take place at the
earliest possible moment, in order that
the return should not be delayed. The
Judge had to make an order for a re-
coun t within four days after notice was
given, and the recount itself must take
place within four days more. Now the
difficulty which might arise if the
amendment proposed was adopted was
this, that a Superior Court Judge might
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not fix on a day which would suit the
County Court Judge.

MR. McCARTIY said there might
be a difficulty of this kind, but there
would be a greater difficulty when a
County Court Judge was absent, if no
such provision as he proposed was
adopted.

Mn. BLAKE said a deal of time
might be wanted in making an appli-
cation to a Superior Court Judge. It
might be a convenience to one or two
counties, but it would be a decided in-
convenience to some of the rejnote
counties. Ie thought the better plan
would be to permit an application to
be made to the nearest County Court
Judge.

MR. BOWELL : You should say in
the absence or illness of a County
Court Judge, because be might be un-
able from illness to perform his duties.

MR. McCARTHY said he could not
see that there should be any objection
to make the clause of the Bill read so
that application might be made to a
County Court Judge in an adjoining
county, or to a Judge of the Superior
Court at Toronto.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Will the bon.
gentleman niove an amendment?

Ma. McCARTHY: I will not move
an amendment unless the Minister of
Justice is willingto receive it.

MR. LAFLAMME said that in the
absence of a County Court Judge, his
assistant usually took his place.

MR. McCARTHY said he proposed
to repeal section 19 of the present A et,
which provided for the deposit of $50
by each candidate nominated, and to
substitute for it a clause identical with
the provisions in the Quebec Election
Act, to the effect that each candidate
shal1 deposit the sum of $200, but that
the money shall be returned to the
successful candidate, and to the unsuc-
cessful candidate if he poils one-half of
the number of the votes polled by his
opponent. In the Provinceof Quebec,
each candidate deposited $200, and,
after an election, those candidates who
had obtained balf as many votes as the
person who was successful, received
back their mon ,v. In this way candi-
dates were dterre1i from being pro-

Mit. BLAKE

posed, for the mere purpose of forcing
a contest when there was no hope of
their being returned. le did not see
why a candidate should be forced to
pay $50 towards election expenses.

Ma. LAFLAMME said ho thought a
candidate would rather pay $50 than
allow a deposit of $200 to remain in
the hands of a returning officer for an
indefinite period. He believed the law
as it stood was very simple and would
give universal satisfaction. The
innovation proposed would not be an
improvement.

MR. JONES (Leeds) thought the
law of Quebec was a better one than
that of Ontario, because bogus candi-
dates were prevented from coming
forward.

MR. LITTLE said that a candidate
might have some inducements to offer,
and the electors might even get up a
requisition to him; yet, at the eleventh
hour, he might not be able to poll the
number of votes that would entitle
him to a return of his money. He
was not to be blamed for this ; he had
been misled by those who induced him
to come forward. Also there might
be mon of education and high intelli-
gence, well fitted and desirous of be-
coming members of Parliament wbo
would not be able to command $200,
and for this reason he held that the
House should not adopt the amend-
ment as it would be trammelling the
free choice of the people in their
elections.

Ma. WHITE (East Hastings) said he
thought the amendment proposed was
an excellent one, and that it was quite
as much in the intorests of the poor
man as any other class of candidates.
There were many members in this
House who could afford to deposit $200
for a few months,and there were plenty
who could not afford to lose $50
altogether.

MR. DESJARDINS said that he coR-
sidered the bost system would be one1
which called upon the candidate to
make a deposit which should be re-
turned after the election.

MR. POPE (Compton) said he
thought this amendment would be of
immense importance in preventilg
what were termed " bgus" candidates
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from coming forward, He did not think
$20o too much,because if a man really
wanted to get into Parliament, if he
was a poor man, he could easily raise
it, knowing that he was almost
sure to get it back again.

MR. BLAKE said that if any system
was to be adopted he thought this was
more likely than any, without interfer-
ing with the right of the people or the
freedom of election, to accomplish the
object in view. It was certainly an
improvement over that which prevai led
in the Province of Quebec. In the
first place, $200 was a considerable sum;
in the second place, against a man
with money, who knew that ho would
get his deposit returned, the amend-
ment would be imperative, whereas the
loss of $50 might be some check upon
him. The snallness of the amount
and the simplicity of the arrangement
imposed by the Bill were such as must
commend the Bill over the amend-
ment proposed by the hon. member lor
Cardwell (Mr. McCarthy.)

Mn. MITCHELL said he differed
from the bon. member for South Bruce
SMr. Blake). During bis (Mr.

Mitchell's) own election,he was subject
to the greatestannoyance bya candidate
being started by a clique who said:

We will sacrifice $50, and oppose Mr.
Mitchell." The candidate was started
and actualiy canvassed the county
until within a day of the poll, not with
any idea of seriously contesting the
costitutency, but simply to cause
annoyance. If they could adopt a
system which would not interfere with
the freedom of the people or the choice
,of the electors, but would check such
conduct as ho had alluded to, they
Ought to do it. He believed the amend-
ment was a step in the right direction
and that it was calculated to put a
stop to the annoyance that might now
Ie visited upon the candidate whom
the majority of the people wished to
elect.

R. CARON said the strongest rea-
S>in fa-our of the amendment was
that it would prevent a bogus candidate
being nominated merely to have a con-
teced election and to cause annoyance
to the legitimate candidate. It would
also save the excitement and disturb-
alce of a useless contest.

MR. MACDONNELL said he donied
that it followed, as a matter of course,
that, because a man did not get one-
half the votes of bis opponent, ho was
not a bond fide candidate. The princi-
ple of having to pay any money for
the purpose of being nominated was a
wrong one. Instead of extending the
principle, it should be abolished. The
hon. member for Quebec county said
those elections disturbed public opinion.
Well, public opinion required to be
disturbed occasionally. Thore wore
men who had remained in Parliament
a long time who would not have been
returned were it not for the want of
some opponent who would agitate
public opinion, and bring to light facts
which would change the public opinion.

MR. PLUMB said the amendment
secured, in a much greater degree, the
principle recognized in the Bill, by
providing for a deposit. It prevented
the nomination of candidates who had
no chance of election, and who were
brought forward merely to cause the
expense and annoyance of a contested
election. $200 was not a large amount
to be deposited as earnest of the good
faith and position of the candidate, and
the money being returned to him if he
obtained a respectable vote, and pre-
vented any injustice boing done in the
way of preventing a contest. It was not
desirable, in party interests, that can-
didates should be opposed who would
otherwise be elected unanimously. He
was not sure but that the proposition of
bis hon. friend might be amended by
reducing the number of votes necessary
to a defeated candidate to obtain
back bis money. He had no objection
to have the whole system of deposits
abolished, but if the system were con-
tinued, it ought to be made, as it hac
been intended to make it, a check on
candidates.

Ma. SINCLAIR said he tbought the
amendment was not an improvement
on the Bill. When the Act was passed
the greatest check was considered to
be the twenty-five electors who were
required to sign the requisition. This
amendment would act injuriously in
those districts which returnod two
mem bers. A man of gool standing
might be rejected and have less than
one half the number of bis opponents
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votes. This amendment would also
have the effect of creating sympathy
for an unpopular man to save him the
fine, and thus he would get more votes
than he would otherwise obtain.

Ma. BABY said this amount of $50
was intended to be a check on bogus
candidates and tax towards the election
fund. It was not a check against bogus
candidates because the sum was too
small, and as a contribution to the
election fund it did not go so far as the
amendnent, which by preventing to a
greater extent the nomination of bogus
candidates, lessened the election ex-
penses which the forfeit of $200 would
also diminish.

MR. WHITE (East Hastings), said
both parties were now nominating their
candidates, and this amendment, if
adopted, would have the effect of pre-
venting the introduction of a third
party to spoil a fair election con-
test. He would agree to abolish the
system altogether, but if not, the
amendment should be adoped.
le hoped that this amendment would
be accepted.

Ma. McCARTHY said thut the
prineiple of this amendment was not
now under discussion. The principle
had been affirmed and was now the
law of Iho ]and, being intended to
prevent what were called bogus candi-
dates from presenting thenselves.
This was the sole and only object of
the 19th clause, requiring a deposit of
$50, as he understood it. It was not a
tax on candidates, as a contribution
towards the election expenses. He
believed, however, that in England the
candidates had to pay a certain pro-
portion of these expenses. But would
any hon. gentleman pretend that any
bogus candidates was ever prevented
from being nominated, owing to this
$50 deposit ? It was totally valueless
and inadequate to prevent this abuse,
for this sum could be made up by a
contribution of about $2 from each
nominator. To make the provision
practically effective, the sum ought to
be increased as he proposed. This
was iot, of course, a party question at
all.

MR. PAL1E R said ho thought that
this amendment did introduce a new

MR. SINCLAIR.

principle. Under the present law
the $50 was not returned. Of course,
if the sole object was to prevent the
nomination ot bogus candidates, why
should tbis sun not be returned ? le,
had heard no reason why candidates
should be taxed $50 when they were
not bogus candidates. If candidates
were to pay, they ought to pay the
whole expenses of the election, but
surely this was not intended. If the
principle, however, was maintained
with regard to the $50, by and by it
could be increased, and the result
would be that candidates would have
to pay all these expenses. He saw no
reason why the sum should not be
increased to $200. He thought that,
at all events, the return of the deposit
should be sanctioned by the two Houses.

Ma. BUNSTER said he considered
thal the amendment did not go far
enough. The sum should be increased.
The hon. member for Cariboo (Mr.
Thompson) had been greatly incon-
venienced by the putting up of a bogus
candidate, who, he believed, only re-
ceived 20 odd votes, part of which,
besides, proved also to be bogus. There
was no telling how rany other hon.
gentlemen would be similarly annoyed,
and, consequently, he considered that
the sum should be increased. He was
almost inclined to ask that it be made
$1,000. He would move that all the
words after that in the amendment be
struck out, and the following substitut-
ed: " Unless the sum of $500 be paid
to the returning officer, which sun
shall be hauded over to the successful
candidate on the reccipt of his certiti-
cate of election."

Amendment to the amend meut nega-
tived.

Amendment negatied.

MR. McCART[IY said that he
wished to draw the attention of the
hon. the Minister of Justice to the
sub-section of clause 94, in the original
Act. He had found, in regard to elec-
tion cases, that this was a most dan-
gerous clause. It ought to be amended.
It provided that the giving or the
causing to be given to any voter on
nomination and polling day, on I-
count of the said voters having vote"
or being about to vote, any drink, or
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refreshment, or money to enable him
to procure refreshment, should be
made an unlawful net, and should
cause the forfeit of $lu for each of-
fence, and the costs of suit. This par-
ticular clause was taken from the
English Statute, in which the penalty
was 40 shillings, and by the sub-sec-
tion a breach of this section vas made
a corrupt practive. This was not the
law in England, and he did not believe
that it should be the law here.
The 94th section made treating, if done
corruptly, a corrupt practice, and very
properly so; but the concluding part
of the section declared that the giving
of refreshment without any corrupt
intent-for this was the effect of it-
by a candidate or by bis agents, on
polling day or nomination day, should
be a corrupt practice and vitiate the
election. What was the practical re-
sult? The agent of a candidate might
invite bis brother, an elector, to dinner
on polling day-this was not treating
but the giving of refreshment within
the meaning of this clause-and this
would vitiate and destroy the election.
He did not propose to move an amend-
ment, but to eall the attention of the
hon. the Minister of Justice to this
matter, with the view of having tnis
provision changed. A heavier penalty
might be imposed, but certainly such
an act should not destroy the election
He conceived that no election could be
conducted under the law as it now
stood that could not be vitiated on
petition. In a recent case in which
he was concerned, a Judge of the Su-
preme Court had found it very diffi-
eult indeed, to put a proper construc-
tion on this clause. It stated that the
giving or the cauting to be given to
any voter on nomination day, on ac-
count of such voter having voted-but
this could not be the case. It was
practically almost impossible to put a
construction on it with regard to nom-
ination day, though it was very clear
respecting polling day. It was laid
down by Justice WilIs, in England,
that the act in question was
not a corrupt practice. Now,
i an agent treated a friend to
dinner the election might be set aside
on the ground that corrupt practices
had been resorted to. le thought the
Minister of Justice should really give

his attention to the iatter, and maie
some amendment to the Bill.

Ma. LAFLAMME said there were
many anomalies in the interpretation
of some of the clauses. He agreed
with his hon. friend that the point in
question was one which required some
elucidation, but ho thought, at the same
time, that the Judges were best quali-
fied to interpret the meaning of' the
law. An election ought net certainly,
to be vitiated because a person was
treated without any intention to cause
corruption in voting, but the House
and the people would shortly ho
better able to investigate thoroughly
the principle of our Election Law. After
it had gone through the crucible of
several contested elections ard being
submitted to the Judges of the different
Provinces and to the Supreme Court,
some amendments might be introduced
to meet the objections which had been
raised.

MR. McCARTHY said a construction
had already been put upon the law in
two English cases, so that there was no.
doubt whatever as to its meaning. An
election should not be set asido as
vitiated on the ground that an agent
had acted wrongfully, when such was,
not the case.

MR. BLAKE: It says on account of
bis having voted or been allowed to.
vole. It would be impossible to pre-
vent corruption unless a severe penalty
was attachable to the offence. What
was wanted was to prevent a system
of so-called hospitality calculated
to interfere with the freedom
of an election, degrading te the candi-
date who sought votes in this way, and
degrading te the electors who partici-
pated in that hospitality.

MR. PALMER said that, if ho was
not mistaken, the hon. member for
South Bruce and the Minister of Jus-
tice, took entirely different views of the
matter. The Minister of Justice seemed
to say that an election would net be
vitiated by an agent treating a friend,
while his hon. friend from South Bruce
wished to retain the penalty, because
such an act would vitiate an election.
He (Mr. Palmer) certainly disagreed
with the Minister of Justice, when he
said that the matter should be left to.
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the Judges to decide. By adopting
this course, any anount of legal ex-
penses would be incurred, together
with no end ot trouble. No time
should be lost in making the law plain.
If he was not mistaken, the matterwas
decided the other day in the Supreme
Caurt, when the opinion was expressed
that, unless it was shown that there
had been an improper intention, an
eloction abuld not be vitiated. He had
looked at the Statute since then, and
ho considered it extremely doubtful
whether that view could be carried out
ornot.

MR. BLAKE said that an election
was not vitiated unless hospitality was
given, on account of an elector having
voted or being about to vote.

MR. PALMER said, in that case, the
first part of the section quoted by his
hon. friend from Cardwell was entirely
unnecessary; if it was allowed to
remain, Judges would give different
decisions. The law should be made
perfectly explicit; and ho hoped the
Minister of Justice would givo the
the matter his consideration.

Bill, as amended, orderedto be report-
ýed.

Ilouse resuned.
Bill reported.
Amendments read thefirst anI second

tines and agreed to.

NATIVE TOBACCO DUTIES.

fESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Order for Mr. Speaker to leave the
Chair for the House to go again into
Committee of Supply, read.

MR. BOLDUC said that ho desired
to call the attention of the bon. mem-
bers of this House to the fact that the
cultivation of tobacco would flourish in
this country, if it were encouraged. At
present, the cultivation of tobacco in
Canada, owing to the heavy excise
duty, was practically prohibited. The
duty amounted to 20c. a pound. In-
deed, if the law was made prohibitory,
it would not be more severe than the
law which existed. No Canadian
manufacturer could now buy Canadian
tobacco unless he paid a duty of 20lc. a
pound on it; and. owing to this state of
things, the cultivation of tobacco was

Ma. PALMER.

not encouraged, and the farmer was
not able properly to acquire the expe-
rience which would enable him to
raise tobacco of the first quality. This
question was so much more important,
in view of the fact that we imported a
great quantity of tobacco yearly.
Glancing over the Trade and Naviga-
tion Returns, he perceived that in 1874
we imported 6,860,000 lbs., for which
were paid $786,216; in 1875 we im-
ported 10,396,741 lbs., for which
$968,613 were paid; in 1876 we im-
ported 10,301,733 lbs., for which
$1,154,049 were paid; and in 1877 we
imported 8,665,879 lbs., for which were
paid $901,689; in all there were about
four millions of dollars which
we had been obliged to pay
for the purchase of this leaf alone
abroad. This amount would be
kept in this country if, instead of pro-
hibiting the cultivation of this article,
the Government encouraged it. The
success already met with in the culti-
vation of the tobacco plant in this
country proved that it could be raised
to great advantage, if such encourage-
ment was given. He did not ask for
the abolition of the Excise duty for a
long time, but merely for such period
as would be advantageous to the farm-
ers, and as would enable the farmers to
become accustomed to the cultivation
of this article. He did not ask the
Government to abandon for ever this
source of revenue, for among all duti-
able objects he recognized the fact that
tobacco, from its very nature, was one
on which a duty could very properly
be levied. But, having regard to the
interest of the agricultural portion of
the population, ho thought that at the
present juncture, the Government
shouli encourage the cultivation of
tobacco. The hon. the Minister of
Finance, in his Budget speech, deliv-
ered during the present Session, had
said

" Those who have studiei the position of
this c)untrv are well aware that, however
important other interests may be, now and
for a long time to cone the agricultural in-
terest will nece4sarily continue to be the pre-
doninating interest in Canada; and, there-
fore, anything which strikes at the prosperity
of the agricultural population strikes nece-
sarily at ail those classes, those very
numerous classe3,which are dependent upo
tliein)."
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lie now requested the Government to
consider the interest of the agricultural
class, and he would urge upon the Gov-
crnment the necessity of adopting a
true National Policy. The result of the
abolition of this excise duty would be
that next year Canadian farmers would
largely cultivate this article, and bring
the product to market for sale; and the
farmer who would have a bad tobacco
would perceive that it was necessary
to change bis system of cultivation,
and contact with experienced farmers
would be to him an inestimable advan-
tage. If this was done, in a fewyears,
instead of importing tobacco, we would
export a very considerable quantity of
it; and then the Government could
levy an export duty on this article, and
the revenue derived from this source
would be greater than it was to-day. He
observed,with pleasure, that during the
present Session, on each occasion that
the interests of the agricultural class
came under consideration, the mem-
bcrs of the House spoke strongly in
favour of this section of the population.
Be particularly asked the support of
all those members who were favour-
able to the protection of this interest,
to the motion he submitted, in order
to induce the Government to grant this
request. He moved:-

" That Mr. Speaker do not now leave the
Chair, but that it be resolved, ' That, where-
as, one million dollars worth of tcbacco is
inported every year, and, whereas, that plant
Mnight be cultivated to acivantage in thie
country, this House is of the opinion that
the cultivation thereof should be encouraged
}y the abolition of duties on tobacco grown
In Canada.'

MR. LAURIER said, if he properly
understood the motion made by the
hon. gentleman, its object was to en-
courage the manufacture of tobacco in
this country, to prohibit the importa-
tion of foreign tobacco, and to facili-
tate the cultivation of tobacco in this
country.

3R. BOLDUC: No; I do not wish to
prohibit the importation of foreign
tobaceo.

Ma. LAURIER said he did înot
know to what point the two proposi-
tions Were compatible. He could not sec
how the cultivation of Canadian to-
bcco, and the importation of foreign

tobacco, could be equally eneburaged.
The object of the motion was to col-
lect a revenue from the importation of
tobacco, and to relieve home-grown to-
bacco from duty. His hon. friend had
said, in the course of bis argument,
that they could consider the interests
of the agricultural class from the
farmer's point of view; but the first
question that presented itself was this:
Was this country adapted to the culti-
vation of tobacco ? ie observed that
bis hon. friend said that if this Excise
duty was abolished for a ceritain num-
ber of years, the production of Cana-
dian tobacco would assume such pro-
portions as to permit tobacco to be
exported instead of being imported, as
was now the case. But was this nossi-
ble ? Was it possible to maintain
seriously, that Canada could ever pro-
duce enough of this article to enable
it to be exportcd? It waswell known
that, above all in the Province ofQue-
bec, and in the Maritime Provinces,
and also in Ontario, we could not pro-
duce tobacco which could enter into
successfnl competition with the foreign-
grown article. We produced an inferior
quality of tobacco, which was
used for local purposes. The agricul-
tural class was frugal and economical,
and it produced tobacco for its own
consuîmption; but, on the other hand,
it was equally certain that it was per-
fectly impossible to raise, in Canada,
tobacco which could enter into success-
ful competition with the foreign arti-
cle, for the simple reason that we had
not the climatic conditions necessary
to its growth. The Province of Quebec,
above all, and all the Provinces east of
Quebc, eould not raise tobacco on a
considerable scale, for the simple rea-
son that their climatic conditions were
not proper to the growth of this plant,
which was excessivoly sensible to such
conditions. Again, our seasons were
too short to permit-its successful culti-
vation ; Spring was too late, and
Autumn came toosoon; and, under the
best possible climatie conditions, the
tobacco which we cultivated could
never attain maturity. The farmers
were obliged to take it in before it
arrived at perfect maturity, and then,
very frequently in LowerCGanada, they
were visited %vith frosts during the
warmest months of sumner, even in
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July and August, and it was known
that tobacco was extremely sensible to
changes of temperature, and of the
weather; and, under these circum-
stances, as an article of commerce, it
lost much of its value, suffering in fla-
vour and quality, and failing to com-
mand the price which it would
otherwise secure. Owing to these
eonsideratio3ns, the argument of bis
hon. friend lost much of i ts force. The
object of the motion vas to eneourage
the cultivation of tobacco in Canada,
though of all the plants that Lower
Canada could cultivate, the last
thing which they should culti-
vate was tobacco, which could
not become for them an article of
export. They could cultivate grains
such as oats and barley, and other
cereals, but even wheat was not always
successfully raised in the Province of
Quebec. Its success was uncertain,
and so mueh was this the case, that
their farmers as a rule dare not raise
wheat any more. It was not adapted
to their soi]. Each soil was spécially
adapted to the growth of certain things;
climates varied. In the Province of
Quebec wheat was not now generally
raised, though there was a time when
it was grown there to a considerable
extent; but for reasons into which it
was not necessary to enter, the facrt
was, that the Province of Quebec
could not now raise enough wheat for
its own consumption, and it was
obliged to import grain from the
Province of Ontario and the United
States. The same f hing was true with
regard to the cultivation of tobacco.
The growth of tobacco could never be
successful with them, for the simple
reason that the climatic conditions of
this Province were not favourable to it.
Tobacco came up very well, and the
scil was good enough, but the plant
did not reach maturity. Our seasons
were too short for ·the growth of this
article. Tobacco could not always
come to maturity ; some years this
might be the case, no doubt, and it was
also true that during certain years,
wheat did very well in the Province of
Quebec. Last year, for instance, wheat
with them was an excellent crop, but
at the same time they could not depend
upon wheat as a steady crop, and in
the same way tobacco could not be de-

Ma. LAURIERt.

pended on each year to come to maturi-
ty; and even when it came to muturity,
the faet was incontestible, that it did
not reach the highest state of perfection,
as was also the case in parts of the
American Union. But suppose that
they did encourage the cultivation of
tobacco in Canada, and suppose they
did abolish this Excise duty, the resuit
would be that each farmer would, per-
haps, raise so much tobacco as he
would use, and suppose that this
tobacco would have the same value as
the American tobacco, it was impossi-
ble to pretend that an inferior article
would always command, in the sane
market, the price that was asked for
the imported article. And even if the
principle in question was carried into
effect, the consequence would bo that
after a certain number of years, the
cultivation of this article in this coun-
try would fall off; it would not be pro-
fitable to the farmers, and they, them-
selves, would abandon it. And more
than this, as the hon. member for
Beauce had stated, if there was an
article which ought to be taxed, it was
tobacco. No one could to-day, in a
civilized country, pretend that tobacco
ought to be exempt from taxation, and
it was, above all, an article on which,
by every Government, revenue ought
to be raised. At the present time
there was no civilized country which
would venture to remove this Excise
duty and make tobacco free fron
duty. Spirits and tobacco were
always articles on which all civilized
Governments raised a part of their
ordinary revenue. The hon. gentle-
man recognized this fact, and he did
not say that tobacco ought to be
exempt from duty; but if he rightly
understood him, the hon. gentleman
held that the duty should be simply
limited to the imported article. But
suppose that this motion were
adopted, and that the moment
it was adopted, the Governnent
should remove the Excise duty
from Canadian tobacco and impose it
merely on imported tobacco, what
would be the consequence ? Either
the revenue from this source would be
reduced considerably, owing to the in-
creased use of Canadian tobacco, or
this tobacco would enter into exclusive
use, and thus prevent the importation
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ocforeign tobacco, equally reducing the
revenue. Such woild be the conse-
quenco of this motion. If it was ad-
initted that a duty should ho imposed
on tobacco-and his hon. friend admit-
ted that this was the case-it should be
levied equally on all tobacco, no matter
where it wa, manufactured, whether
in this country or abroad; and if a
distinction were made, and the duty
imposed on the imported article only,
vhat would be the consequence ? The

Canadian farmer would sell his tobacco
in the leaf to the merchant who would
retail it, without paying any Excise
duty, and then certainly all, or at least
a great portion of the consumers,
would buy the Canadian and not the
manufactured tobacco, which would
occasion an enormous deficit in the
revenue of the country. The position
of affairs was this : -We now obtained
about a million of revenue from this
'source, and if home-grown tobacco was
not subject to duty, while imported
tobacco was dutiable, the latter would
certainly not enter into consumption.
Again the manufacturers themselves
would take advantage of this state of
affairs, and would mix the Canadian
with the foreign tobacco, and thus the
duty would not be paid save upon a
very small portion of the imported
article which entered into consumption.
le submitted, in reply to the hon.
member for Beauce,first,that even if the
motion were adopted,this country could
never become a country, which was
adapted to the cultivation of tobacco,
which could advantageously compete
with the imported article. The North-
ern States of the American Union
were, in fact, not eso well adapted for
the growth of this article as the
Isouthern; we were still further north,
and, as a consequence, we had nothing
to gain from the growth of th is article.
The object of our people should not be
to encourage the cultivation of an infer-
ior article, but to encourage the growth
of such products as were adapted to
our soil and climate. In the second
place, it was impossible to levy a duty
On foreign tobacco, unless the same
duty was imposed on Canadian tobacco.
If they removed the duty from the
home-grown article, the effect of this
stop would be entirely to destroy the
revenue from this source. He sub-

mitted that tobacco was one of those
articles on which a duty shoLld be
levied, and that, in consequence of this
fact, it would be a most erroneous and
ruinous policy, with regard to the
revenue, to remove this duty. His
hon. friend did not go to the length of
advocating the removal of the duty
from foreign and home-grown tobacco,
and ho (Mr. Laurier) held that, if the
duty on Canadian tobacco was re-
moved, the effect of this stop would be
to destroy entirely the revenue obtain-
ed from this source; and, besides, at the
presont time the country was not in a
condition to be able to bear the loss of
revenue which the removal of the duty
on this tobacco would necessitate.

Ma. LANGEVIN said that the hon.
the Minister of Inland Revenue ob-
jected to the motion, on the ground
that we could not profitably cultivate
tobacco in this country. The hon.
gentleman added that our climate was
not suitable for such cultivation; that
carly frosts prevented it from coming
to maturity; that the season was too
short, and that we could not cultivate
it. In reply to the hon. gentleman,
ho would say that, if this was the case,
there was no cause to fear for the
revenue ; and, as a consequence, no
danger could be apprehended from the
adoption of this motion. The hon.
gentleman gave the reason ho had
mentioned, evidently with the view of
killing the motion of the hon. member
for Beauce; but the hon. gentleman
went further, and said that we did not
cultivate tobacco, and that we could
not succeed in cultivating it. lie did
not know whether the hon. gentleman
had witnessed the cultivation of to-
bacco, where ho lived, in the Province
of Quebec; but it was, at all events,
cultivated elsewhero in the Province.
In certain counties in Quebec, con-
siderable quantities of tobacco were
raised, and oats, and barley, and wheat
as well. The climate of Canada was,
therefore, favourable to the cultiva-
tion of this article. It was, in fact,
advantageously cultivated in the coun-
ties of Joliette, Berthier and Mont-
calm, and in great quantity. -He would
go further; the same statement ap-
plied to the county of Dorchester and
to the county of Charlevoix, on the
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north shore below Quebec, which many
considered, wrongly, to be at the other
end of the world, and near the North
Pole, and almost inhospitable. To-
bacco was raisel in Charlevoix county,
but not profitaby; and why ? Because
the farmers could not pay the duty,
though they raised, however, enough
tobacco for local consumption. The
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
should have known that tobacco
was raised in Charlevoix county,
as ho had had seized the other day
4,000lbs. of tobacco in the parishes of
the Baie de St. Paul and Les Eboule-
ments. This was not foreign or im-
ported tobacco, but it was raised in
these parishes. If the hon. gentleman
had gone down the St. Lawrence, ho
might remember the parish of Eboule-
ments, which vas on the top and side
of the mountains, a place covered with
snow during six months of the year;
and, nevertheless, tobacco was culti-
vated to advantage in this place, as
well as cereals. If this could be donc
on the north shore, below Quebec, it
could be accomplished with greater
reason and advantage on the south
shore. In the county of Dorchester,
which he formerly represented, tobacco
was raised for domestic consumption,
and not for other objects, as they did
not wish to pay the duty. At Quebec,
in the parish of Ste. Foye, tobacco was
raised in great quantities. He remem-
bered a gentleman who, in this locality,
grew sufficient tobacco to sll and
export it. The duty was raised very
considerably, and this gentleman was
thon obliged to abandon, in great
measure, the cultivation of this article.
The same statement applied, with
equal truth, to other portions of the
Province, and these facts showed that
the statement of the hon. the Minister
of Inland Revenue, to the effect that
the climate of the Province of Quebec
was not favourable to the cultivation
of tobacco, was incorrect. The hon.
gentleman had been badly informed.
If this duty were removed, they would
soon see whether tobacco could be
raised in Canada. On the other hand,
the hon. gentleman said that if the
duty on home-grown tobacco was
removed, the importation of tobacco
would be in a great degrec lessened,
because tobacco would then bu raised

Ma. LANGEVIN.

in Canada in sufficient quantity
to supply the wants of the differ-
ont families in the country. The
gentleman here admitted that the
climate of Canada was favourable to
the growth of tobacco, and, as a con-
sequence, he (Mr. Laurier) feared that
the revenue would suffer if this duty
were removed as was requested. Th'e
hon. member for Beauce did not de-
mand the perpetual repeal of this duty,
but merely for a few years, until our
farmers became accustomed to the cul-
tivation of this article. He was ex-
tremely sorry to hear the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue depreciate
the climate of Lower Canada. The
hon. gentleman said that this climate
was not favourable to the growth of
wheat, and thut they were obliged to
import a large quantity of wheat into
the Province of .Quebec. There was
no doubt that wheat was brought into
this Province, but the hon. gentleman
should remember that there was a time
when they not only raised enough
wheat fir the consumption ot the pop.
ulation of Lower Canada, but even
sufficient to export a very great quan-
tity of it every year. Of late years,
this growth of wheat in the Province
had not been so extensive; but this
was due to the presence of the weavil,
which had committed great ravages
there as well as in other countries. In
consequence of this scourge, the far-
mers of Lower Canada had partially
abandoned the raising of wheat, and
devoted their attention to other grains,
such as barley and oats, and to roots,
in order that they might at no time
lack a crop. He would ask hon. mem-
bers from the Province of Quebec, on
both sides of the House, whether it was
not a fact that the growth of wheat
was now very considerable in the Pro-
vince of Quebec. He knew that in
his part of the country, the raising of
wheat had increased very much; and
ho had only yesterday received a let-
ter from a farmer, in the county
of Rimouski, who stated that
owing to the fact that the
present season was so propitious, the
farmers ha-1 sown double the usual
breadth of wheat and other grains this
year, and this was dono precisely be-
cause they knew that wheat came to
full maturity in this Province. ia-
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ply the weavil had disappeared, and
they hoped to be able to raise wheat
in as considerable a quantity as had
formerly been the case. If, however,
the weavil returned, its culture could
be suspended for some years, and the
farmers could turn their attention to
other matters. Tobacco, for instance,
could be cultivated. The hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Laurier) knew very well
that foreign tobacco in the leaf was
subject only to an excise duty as well
as home-grown tobacco ; and what
advantage then was afforded the Cana-
dian farmer ? The hon. gentleman
held that the foreign article was worth
more than Canadian tobacco, and what
advantage thon did the Canadian far-
mer possess in this respect? If this
article could be advantageously cultiv-
ated in Canada, and if by this means
our farmers could make a considerable
profit, why should the Government
not favour the motion of the hon.
member for Beauce? They were here
not merely to pass laws in regard to
abstract principles, but it was also
their bounded duty to apply the best
principles possible to the circumstan-
ces of this country. The question be-
fore them was one regarding the ap-
plication of a principle in the interests
of this country. The agricultural class
was in need of encouragement. It was
known that, without this class, the
people of the towns could not subsist.
If the farmers did not toil every day
in the cultivation of their land, where
would wo be ? This class required en-
couragement in some way, and this
motion was intended to effect this
object. He knew that the other day,
when the agents of the Government
in the parishes of St. Paul and Les
Eboulements went to seize from certain
f armers a few pounds of tobacco, which
were absolutely necessary for their
needs, these farmers were justly indig-
nant at such conduct. They could not
believe that the Government would do
such a thing; and they asked whether
this had ever been iKnown, to be done
in years past. This had never been
known to occur before ; and this in-
stance only served to show that this
law ought to be amended. He would
Certainly vote for the motion of the
hon. member for Beauce.

Ma. CASGRAIN : Was not this tax,
Ofwhich the hon. gentleman complains,

imposed in 1867 or 1868 by the late
Government?

MitR. LANGEVIN said that the hon.
gentleman ought to remember this,
that if a duty was then imposed on
tobacco, it was increased by the Gov-
ernment which the hon. gentleman
(Ur. Casgrain) supported, and even
doubled, and more. The hon. gentle-
man had voted for this increase. The hon,
gentleman would soon have occasion
to explain to his electors why the duty
on tobacco was doubled, why he had
encouraged this policy, and why ho
had sustained the Governnent which
proposed it. The position taken by
the hon. the Minister of Inland ]Re-
venue was not logical. If tobacco
could not be cultivated in Canada, no
danger to the revenue need be feared
from the passage of this motion.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

Ma. LANGEVIN said that before
the House rose for Recess, ho was say-
ing that the hon. Minister of Inland
Revenue had stated that tobacco could
not be grown to advantage in this
country, that the climate was against
it, that the early frosts would destroy
it, therefore we could not expect that
the plant would be cultivated to such
an extent as to make it an article of
consumption. If that was the case,
then we should lose nothing by the
abolition of the excise duties on to-
bacco. The hon. gentleman went
further, and said that even the small
quantity we could grow in this
country was of such an inferior
quality, it could not compete with the
imported article. Therefore, what need
was there to be alarmed at this motion.
But he had shown the hon. gentleman
that tobacco was grown in some coun-
ties in large quantities, and would
be grown to a much larger extent if
it was left untramelled by excise duty.
Since 1870 the duty on it had been
increased by hon. gentlemen opposite
to nearly double, the increase being
mach larger on Canadian grown
tobacco than on that grown in foreign
countries, wbile the latter was of much
greater value than the pîoduct of
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Canada. Looking at the prices of the
article, they found the foreign quoted
at 100 per cent. more than the Cana-
dian, while the increase on the Can-
adian tobacco, instead of being 5 per
cent. was a little over 45 per cent.
This was the way those gentlemen
had protected the Canadian industry in
the cultivation of tobacco. The rea-
sons were quite evident in favour of
the cultivation of Canadian tobacco,
which could be done with great advan-
tage. The motion of his hon. friend
from Beauce did not say that Canadian
tobacco should be free of duty for ail
time to ceme ; but it should be free for
a certain num ber of years until its cul-
tivation and manufacture had become
sufficiently developed to allow of a tax
being imposed. The farmers asked to
be allowed to cultivate this plant with -
out restriction,which would give them a
large return. This class deserved to
be protected, if any discrimination were
made, more than any other, as on that
class we all depended for the neces-
t-aries of life. But the Government
said that their predecessors put an
exeise duty on tobacco. But the duty
then was such that the farmers could
profitably cultivate the plant, while
to-day the duty was a prohibitory one.
The hon. the Minister of Inland Reve-
nue had libelled the Province of Que-
bec, no doubt unwittingly, when he
said itsclimate-wasnotsuited totobacco
cultivation. The hon. gentleman should
remember the time when the Province
of Quebec not oniy raised quite suffici-
ent wheat for its own purposes, but
exported very large quantities, He
knew that the farmers now, after u
number of years, during which they
did not cultivate wheat to the same ex-
tent on account of the woavil, were re-
turning to its cultivation and increas-
ing the quantity every year. He
had received a letter from the Lower
St. Lawrence, stating that. owing to the
fine season, the farmers were planting
double the quantity of seed this year
than previous years. He did not
agree with the criticism of the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue, and would
vote for this amendment.

MR. BABY said this quetion being
one in which his constituents were con-
biderably interested, it was bis duty to

Ma. LANGEVIN.

come forward and press their views on
the attention of the House. Down to
the moment when the duty on tobacco
was in the same measure doubled, the
raising of tobacco in the Province of
Quebec vas greatly extended. As ail
knew, for some reason or other, the
wbeat crop in that Province was not
large ; sometimes this was due to ex-
treme warmth, at other times to the
long drought or to the heavy and con-
tinuous 1ains,and owing to this factthe
farmers of the Province had to devote
themselves to the grewth of other
cereals and plants; and hence, during
some years, the cultivation of tobacco
was very largely increased. He spoke
with connaissance de cause. But when
this Government raised so consider-
ably the duty on tobacco, and enforced
the law so rigorously as they did
through their officers, the farmers were
obliged to stop raising this article;
and, as a consequence, this entailed a
heavy loss on the farmers of Lower
Canada. He did not say that tobacco
was raised in all the counties ofLower
Canada. It, as well as cereals, vas
raised in certain counties more than in
others, according to the nature of the
soil and surroundings. In the counties
of Joliette and Berthier, and above ail
in Montcalm, an enormous quantity of
tobacco was raised, and a number of
the farmers had principally supported
themselves by this means; but to-day
they were obliged to wholly abandon
this source of income. And what had
followed ? These farmers had neces-
sarily lost a very large sum in the re-
turns they obtained from their land.
The culture of tobacco succeeded per-
fectly in Lower Canada. For some
years he knew that this had been the
case. He could attest that this had
been the fact during his experience of
the past twenty years, and he was pel-
fectly aware that it grew there to per-
fection. The sane statement was true
with regard to wheat. The hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue alleged that
wheat, like tobacco, could not be raised
successfully in the Province of Quebec,
but the hon. gentleman ought to know
better; he should know, for instance,
that formerly from the district of Riche-
lieu, an enormous quantity of wheat
was exported. That region was weil
then called the grenier of Lower
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Canada; but as was well known, the
cuhivation of this cereal was impeded
by the advent and ravages of the weavil,
which had now disappeared, and, at
the present time, the farmers of Lower
Canada were sowing a large quantity
of wheat. The return was consider-
able. and the farmers of Quebec were
not far from the day when they would
be no longer obliged to import the
wheat and flour which they required
for the support of their families. It
seemed to him, as the hon. mem ber for
Charlevoix had remarked, that the
farmers of Lower Canada were in need
of this protection. lie did not look at
this question as affecting a luxury
which could be well dispensed with,but
considered it in respect to the revenue
the farmer derived from the cultiva-
tion of the plant. The hon. the Minis-
ter of Inland Revenue had told them
it was necessary to impose this tax to
carry on the Government of the coun-
try. He understood perfectly well
that it was requisite to impose certain
taxes on luxuries, etc., but ho did not
regard the cultivation of tobacco as
coming within the category of luxuries,
but as an industrial pursuit, which con-
cerned largely the agricultural inter-
ests. And this was a matter of the
highest necessity to the farmers, owing
to the profit that it gave them. In the
report, which had been placed in the
hands of hon. members, it would be
seen that 9,000,000 odd Ibs. of tobacco
were imported in leaf; and, if the
the farmers were protected with re-
gard to the cultivation oftobrcco, they
could take away the necessity which
now existed as to the importation of
this article, and thus largely benefit
this country; since, nearly ton millions
Of pounds were imported. They could
thus meet this want. Farmers were
permitted, in all parts of the Province,
to raise tobacco for their own use, to
some extent, but there were districts
where they did not cultivate tobacco,
and, consequently, the protection now
requested would largely benefit Cana-
dian farmers. Why should we per-
'mit the entry of the American leaf
and other foreign tobaccos into this
country? The hon. the Minister of

iland Revenue said that we could not
raise a superior quality of tobacco, and
even if it matured in this country it
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was always of an inferior quality. He
differed in opinion with the hon. gen-
tleman, to whom ho would observe
that he (Mr. Laurier) had not studied
the matter, and was not aware of the
facts. Probably the hon. gentleman
was not a smoker, and did not know
how to distinguish the quality of to-
bacco. He (Mr. Baby) could say that
the tobacco raised in this country was
of good quality. He had a perfect
knowledge of the matter ; and the
hon. member for Montcalm could state
that a considerable quantity of tobacco
of very good quality was raised in the
county of Joliette and in the surroun-
ing counties, and sold at as high a
price on the Montreal market as the
foreign article. He did not mean to
say, of course, that there were no bet-
ter tobaccos imported from foreign
countries than the Canadian article.
There were, for instance, the highly-
flavoured cigars smoked by the hon.
Minister of Justice, who knew so well
how to sooth thereby the anxieties of
life, a tobacco which could not be had in
this country certainly. But,nevertheless,
tobacco of good and excellent quality
was formerly raised in the Province
of Quebec; and why was this not still
the case? If the Government had at
heart the interest of the agricultural
class, which was in English called
" the bone and sinew of the country,"
it would undoubtedly grant the request
of the hon. member for Beauce. A
light tax might, meanwhile be levied
on home-grown tobacco, but, with the
present duty, the cultivation of tobacco-
in Canada was rendered impossible;
above allunder existing circumstances.
le was consequently in favour of the
motion of the hon. member for Beauce.

MR. LAFLAMME said he was sur-
prised to hear the hon. member for
Charlevoix express the opinions to
which ho had given utterance to-night,
in relation to the motion of the hon.
member for Beauce, The hon. mem-
ber seemed to bave forgotten that it
was he and his friends who first im-
posed this tax. In 1868, the proposi-
tion was made by the Govern ment, of
which ho was a member, to impose a
tax of 17c. per lb. on Canadian manu-
factured tobacco, and 15e. per lb. on
foreigu tobacco. The proposition was
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discussed at length in Committee, and
an bon. mnember (Mr. Godin) proposed
in amendment that the Bill be re com-
nitted to a Committee of the whole

House, with instructions to amend the
same, as follows:

"1. By striking out section 3, which read
a9 followis

3. fll tobacco grown in Canada and pre-
pared for sale, shall, whien Ir passes out of
the possession of the occupant of the farm or
premises upon which it was grown, be car-
ried directly to and deposited either in a
liceinsed tobacc> manutactory, and entered
in a licensed tobacco manufactory, and
entered in the stock-book of the manufac-
turer, or it shall be bonded in a tobacco
warehouse in the same manner and under
the samne conditions as are herein provided
with respect to raw tobacco imported from
abroad.

2. By striking out sub-section 2 of section
9, which reads as follows:

And all raw or leaf tobacco grown in
Can:ada, not bonded as herein required and
removed from the farm or premises
whereon it was grown, and in the
possession of any pereon other than a
icensed tobacco manufacturer, except

orJIv for the purpose of carrying
it directly to some licened tobacco manu-
factory or to a tobacco warehouse, the proof
'w1îereoF shal] be upon the person having
poseesion thereof; and also th e amendment
to sub section 3

3. By strikinag ont of section 10 of the said
Bil, the woadai, ' or grown in Canada' which
vccur in Dine 4 and ô of the said seetion in-
*eerted instead thereof.

These anendments had certainly been
made with a view to protect the culti-
vator and to enable him to bring his
tobacco to the manufacturer without
any ý restriction, yet they were nega-
tived, and among the " nays" was the
name of the hou. memiber for Charle-
voix. A second proposition wm made
the same day at a latter stage of the
Bill, by Mr. Godin, seconded by Mr.'
Pâquet :-

" That all the words after ' the' to the end
of the question he left ont, and the wo:ds
'Bill.ber.committed to the Cominmittee ofthe
whole House, with instructions seo to amend
the Pame as to exempt from payment of ail
duties,leaf tobacco grown:in Canada' iuserted
instead thereof."

A division was taken on this amend-!
ment and the hon. member for Charte-
voix, as the seconder for the hon.mem-.
ber for Beauce, the hon. nember for!
Bellechasse, voted against it. Conse-:
quently the hon. member for Charle-

Mp. LAmLÂMM.

voix believed it was necessary to im
pose this restriction on the Free-trade,
and frce pioduction of Canadian
tobacco of 4c. p.er lb. He (Mr.
Laflamme) did not blame him, for the
result proved that the tax on tobacco
produced a revenue of81,600,000 which
went to relieve the agricultural class
who did not pay this tax. It was the
consurner who paid it. The agricul-
tural class were allowed to produce
the tobacco which they consumed free
of tax, consequently no portion of
this $1,600,000 was paid by
them. What was the object
of the present motion? It was to
shift this tax of $1,600,000 from those
who now paid it, and place it on the
agrieultural classes, because this tax
must be raised, and if not imposed on
tobacco it would have to be imposed
on some of the prime necessaries of
life. ie defied hon. members to point
out the means of imposing another tax
which would raise a similar amonnt
and be as lightly felt as this
tobacco tax. The hon. members for
Charlevoix and Joliette had pretended
that this tax was prejudicial to the

production of tobacco. Any man who
examined the question fairly would
sec that it was a tax in favour of indi-
genous, and against the importation
of foreign tobacco. The duty was uot

impofed so long as the tobacco was in
the possessien of the cultivator, and
not manufactured. The proposition
of the hon. member was most illogical.
At present an ad valorem duty of' 121
per cent. was imposed on foreign
tlobacco, and a specific duty of 24c.
per lb., and an excise duty of 20c.
per ILb. The only duty imposed on
Can4lian tobacco was an excise duty
on the mpanufactured article of 10c.
per lb., so that there was ,a protection
to it of 25c. per lb. specific duty,
121 per cent ad valorem, and 10 cents
per 1b. excise. If the law were rigidly
enforced, the Canadian producer wouild
be obliged to bring his article to the
licensod manufacturer, and obtain, in
the end, a higher price for it than he
now received through illegal traffic.
Ifis tobacco only sold to-day for five
cents per lb., it was because he
sought to evade the law. The hon.
member for Charlevoix argued that
our climate was as favourable as
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others to the culture of the 'plant ; if
so, what need had the Canadian pro-
ducer of greater protection than he
enjoyed at present ?

ME. BABY: Is not the leaf of
foreign tobacco admitted free ?

Ma. LAFLAMME: Yes; but the
moment it was manufactured it paid
the duty. H1e contended that tobacco
was Dot a natural, legitimate, product
of Canada, and those who had entered
into its cultivation on a large scale had,
with rare exceptions, found it to be a
ruinons production. The revenue on
tobacco was indepensable to the Ad-
ministration, and could not be replaced
in any other manner. In fact the
duty ought to be raised, as this weed
was injurious to the health of those
who indulged in it. A more legiti-
mate or less onerous tax could not be
raised, and were it to be removed it
would have to be imposed on the prime
recessaries of life. Tho law should be
put in force so as to hinder frauds on
the revenue. and no exemptions from
seizure should be allowed where there
vas a mianifest infraction of the law.
When a cultivator of the plant would
know that the law would be rigidly
enforced, he would bring it to the
licensed manufacturer and obtain the
highest price. The hon. member for
Charlevoix endeavoured, to day, to raise
prejudices, by means of this cry of
taxation, in face of his own course in
1868, among a population which had
n1ot Occasion to understand the real
merits of the question.

MR. CARON said, evidently, the
lhon. the Minister of Justice was not
aufait on this question. Were he t
state in Quebec that the use of tobacco
was injurions, he would be told that he
knew notbing about it, or that he had
n1ot taken the trouble to examine it in
all its details. As a representative of
an agricultural county, ho woutd state
that the culture of tobacco was
Yearly extending. It had been said
the tax originated under the Conserva-
tive Administration. He thought that
vhen hon. gentlemen opposite suiccoed-

ed to power, they would have removed
1l those abuses. The former Govern-

ment had imposed a tax on Canadian
tobacco Of 7 c. per lb.; under the
present Governmen t, it had been raised
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40 per cent. If the tax were abolishod,
a great development world be given to
a national industry in the production
of an article which was, in fact, a
necessity. .1e could understand that
to the people of the town, whose habits
were mainly sedentary, the use of the
weed might be injurious; but not to
the agricultural population, whose
work was done in the open air, and
whose only luxury was their pipe.
The hon. Minister had said this tax
was an indispensable one. He would
ask the hon. Minister how much this
tax produced ? If it were lowered,
would the revenue suffer to any serious
extent ? It was an insignificant tax,
which only brought in some hundreds
of dollars, and which hindered the
development of an industry which
would otherwise assume considerable
proportions. He was willing to leave
this question to be coiiidered by the
people of the Province of Quebec, who
understood it perfectly, and who would
understand that the reasons given by
the hon. the Minister of Justice would
not weigh against tnose advanced
in favour of the motion of his hon.
friend from Beauce.

Ma. DESJARDINS said ho had been
disappointed by the remarks of the
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue.
Knowing that in the Province of Que-
bec there existed great political men in
close relations with the hon. members
opposite who claimed to have discov-
ered a system by which they could
administer public affairs without taxes,
only by means of economy and re-
trenchment, ho would have expected
that the Government would have
borrowed the secret of such a sys-
tom, and benefitted by the occasion
offered to them by his friend for
Beauce to adopt it to the Federal
policy. According to the views ex-
prossed by the hon. the Minister of
Justice, the removal of the tax iinposed
on Canadian tobacco was not, in i tself, a
very important question, as a matter
of revenue to the Government, it was
true, and the affirmation of the hon.
gentleman had only confirmed this
view. The report of the Minister
of Inland Revenue stated as fol-
lows: "The quantity of Canadian
leaf taken for consumption as such,
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was at its maximum in 1873-74, when
it anountedto 113,7971bs. Since then
there has been an annual decline until
last year, when it amounted only to
the nominal quantity of 8,6301bs."
Thus, thanks to the increase of the
duty on tobacco made in 1873-4 by
this Government, they saw that the
effect of the financial policy of this
Government afiected the cultivation of
tobacco in the same manner as it did
all our other industries. The result of
the policy of this Government had
been to kill this industry, and despite
such result the Government insisted on
maintaining their policy under the
pretence that they could not afford to
dispense with the revenue which could
be obtained therefrom, when the actual
revenue to be derived from the Cana-
dian tobacco, as admitted by their own
report, was taken only upon the small
quantity ofsome 8,000 lbs. Now, the
hon. the Minister of Justice affirmed
it would be a loss to the revenue of the
country to the extent ho had mentioned.
The Government was unjustifiable to
paralyse this industry in the Province
of Quebec, and al] through the country
w-he they saw the effect which this
duty prod uced. He was surprised to
hear the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue, who had shown him-
self so particularly in favour of the
people's int erests, support the mainten-
ance of this duty, when ho knew him-
self that the quality and price of to-
bacco grown in this country was suited
to the wants and meaîis ofthe greatest
portion of our population. The hon.
gentleman made this distinction: he
said that tobacco was more easily
raised, and in better quality, in coun-
tries south of ours, and the farther
south they went the superior became
the quality of the tobacco grown. If
such should be the case, was it not true
that putting aside the duties on
Canadian tobacco would not prohibit
the importation of foreign tobacco into
our own market. Why should they
add to the difficulties of Canadian pro-
ducers by putting them, with regard to
taxes, on an equal footing with the pro-
ducer of the foreign article? Why should
not Canadian tobacco be made duty
free, when this action did not virtually
increase the revenue collected by tho
Government ? The statement of the

Ma. DsJARDINS.

bon. gentleman (Mr. Laurier) as to
the condition of the cultivation of to-
bacco in this country, as cOmpared
with that of other countries, went
against his objection that the removal
of the duty from Canadian tobacco
would destroy the revenue which the
Government expected to obtain from
the duty levied on the foreign article,
because such removal would be the
equivalent of prohibition. It was clear,
from the reports of the hon. gentleman
himself, and from thp experience
which had been acquired, that the law
which imposed this duty did not offer
any compensating result. The only
effect of tuch duty, besides depreciating
the chances of growing tobacco in this
country, was to establish a system of
contraband, which was operating both
against the farmers and the Govern-
ment itseif. The hon. gentlemen op.
posite were perfectly w el1 aware that
the instructions which were given to
the Excise officers in the different dis-
tricts, relating to the Excise duties on
Canadian tobacco, gave those officers
the liberty to act in the most arbi-
trary manner. It might happen that,
on the eve of an election, a seizure
would be made upon some implicated
man in a township or parish, so as to
keep him under the good will of the
Department so long as the political
need of the moment would require it.
He remembered that last Session this
matter was brought before the House,
and the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue of that day was asked to ex-
plain what had been done with regard
to certain seizures made on the eve of
a certain election, and which had been
left suspended over the heads of the
individuals concerned. The matter, if
ho was well informed, had only been
settled after the election *as over-
This was only une of the inconvenien-
ces of the present system. To justify
the injurious duty thus imposed, the
hon. the Minister of Justice now pl'
tended that the use of tobacco was i-
jurious to the population, and that he
would be disposed to raise even higher
the duties on that article. This would
certainly be great news to the peoPlO
of the Province of Quebec, who had
never imagined that the use of to-
bacco, as was customary in that Pro-
vince, could have such an injurioua
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effect as to make the Govern-
nment desire to raise the duty
considerably, so even as to prohibit it
the employment of this article. The
fariners in particular would not be able
to understand this pretension. It
seemed to him that this statement was
a little egotistical. The working popu-
lation might indeed not have the means
of procuring all the articles of luxury,
which, for instance, a Minister couli
obtain-they did not have all these
means of enjoyment that a man'like
the hon. Minister of Justice could pro-
cure. Why, then, should he be disposed
to deprive them of the cheapest and
least offensive luxury they could pro-
cure? Would it not be a cruelty to
deprive a man, who had gone through
a day of weary labour, from having his
smoke whilst reposing after the fati-
gues of the day ? He was not ready,
for his own part, to deprive the work-
ing people of this comfort. When the
members of this Government were in
opposition, they evinced extraordinary
anxiety for the well being of the peo-
pie. How soft were their protestations
of love and devotion for the " good
people," the "good working-man," and
the " good habitants ". But they now
seemed to have forgotten the "good
people " of former times. It was true
that the possession of power sometimes
tended to spoil these kindly disposi-
tions on the part of Liberals, and that
things did not appear to them under
the same light. True it was, that what
appeared to be very easy while in
opposition, seemed to be excessively
difficult when once hon. gentlemen
had obtained the reins of administra-
tion, and assumed the responsibilities
of office. Nevertheless, he could not
believe that such position wouldjustify
any party, when in power, to go so far
as" to turn their backs on all the things,
and ail the principles, and all the polit-
ical questions which it advocated in
Opposition. If, amongst many others,
anly question had been strongly agi-
tated in the Province of Quebec, it was
certainly the question which concerned
the duty on tobacco>. .He reiembered
having heard himself very eloquent
$peeches made by hon. gentlemen op-
Posite, who complained loudly of the
late Government in this relation, forhavmg gone to the length of taxing

the tobacco grown by the peoplo of
Canada: and to-day, when a good occa-
sion for carrying these declarations
into effeet presented itself, the heads of
the party refused to act and give that
relief that the farmers had the right
to expeet from them. They spoke of
the needs of the public treasury, but
were they not aware of the new system
that was now inauguiated in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, through their friend
and ally, Mr. Joly ? Let him quote a
few words from the grand manifesto of
that great statesman :-

" The new Cabinet proposes to meet the
obligations of the Provinces, and to execute
the enterprises to the accomplishment of
which public faith has been engaged, by a
systen of econony and retrenchment which
shall exempt the people froni the burden of
new taxation."

To adopt a systerm of economy and
retrenchment, of which they had, no
doubt, need, no person would certainly
object to that. Nobody would deny
moreover that this was imperatively
required in the administration of
Federal affairs at the nresent time.
But he could not help reinarking that,
whilst in Quebee, th.ey were boasting of
being able to govern, administer pub-
lie affairs, and even construct railways
without taxes, but only by means of
economy and retrenchment, here
the same class of politicans refused to
consent to any reduction of taxes, even
of such taxes as that on Canadian
tobacco, which operated so disastrously
on a natural production, without
affording any compensation virtually
to the public treasury. A good occa-
sion was now presented to the Gov-
ernment to show what their feel-
ings were towards Canadian industry,
and he regretted to see that this invita-
tion to adopt a measure which would
be not only extremely popular in the
Province of Quebec, but would protect
a very profitable branch of culture in
the country, did not have the advan-
tage of meeting with the syrapathy of
the bon. the Minister of Jastice and
the other members of the Government.

MR. DUGAS said that the question
before the House was so important
and of such vital interest that he could
not let it pass without remark. He con-
gratulaed the hon. member for Beauce
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on having made this motion, which so
closely concerned the interests of the
farming population, who would be
benefitted by its adoption. The pre-
sent duty on tobacco practically pro-
bibited its cultivation in the Province
of Quebec. As the hon. the Minister
of Finance had stated in his
Budget Speech, it was a matter
of prime necessity to favour the
agricultural class, which formed
the most important part of our
population. If the bon. gentleman
was sincere in this expression of opin-
ion, thip was a favourable occasion for
him to prove bis sincerity to the coun-
try by supporting the motion of the
bon. member for Beauce. The hon.
the Minister of Inland Revenue had
declared that the climate of this
country was not adapted to the cultiva-
tion of tobacco,and that,if they r educed
the Excise duty on Canadian tobacco,
it would also bc necessary to reduce the
duty on foreign tobacco; but this was
not the object of the motion before the
louse. They merely asked for the
protection of the niome industry and
they wished the duty on imported
tobacco to remain as it was. The hon.
gentleman also said that our tobacco
was inferior to the foreign article; but
if so, we could not then compete suc-
cessfully with our neighbors in this
particular, ard, as a consequence, the
duty on foreign tobacco need not be
Jowered. The hon. the Minister of
Justice had attempted to prove, that it
was absolutely requisite to take steps
to cause the use of tobacco and spirit-
uous liquors to disappear frorm our
midst, and to impose a highi duty on
Canadian tobacco, which ho (Mr.
Dugas) considered to be a source of
wealth to our farmers. It was necessary
to protect the interests of the farmning
population, which was admitted by the
hon. the Minister of Finance to be the
first and most important class in the
country; and it furnished to the other
portions of the population the means
of subsistance. He ventured to hope
that hon. members would seriously
consider this question, and, refusing to
be guided by party feelings,would vote
for the motion of the hon. member for
Beauce.

MR. CASGRAIN said he regretted
that this motion was made so late in

ME. DUGAs.

the Session. It was, perhaps, the re..
suit of an after-thought on the part of
the hon. memher for Beauce. Never.
theless, he would take it as it came.
Be was surprised to bear hon. gentle-
men opposite denounce, with so much
vehemence and force, the proposition
made from that side ot the House for
the continuance of this tax. le had
asked himself, how was it that hon.
gentlemen opposite made such a volte-
face in their position, for these very
bon. gentlemen imposed this duty in
1868. In the Votes and Proceedings
of the House for the 19th of May, 1868,
he saw the names of the hon. inembers
for Charlevoix, Kingston, Bollechase,
and Terrebonne; and these hon.
gentlemen had then voted for the
imposition of this duty. Ilt was true
that they were then in power, and had
to impose certain taxes in order to
raise a certain revenue. They did not
fear to levy taxes or to increase the
public debt ; and the result was that
now these hon. gentlemen wished to
leave the debt, but not permit the pre-
sont Government to obtain the
revenue necessary to pay the-e
very liabilities. The hon. member for
Joliette praised Cariadian tobacco, but
he did-not believe that the hon. gentle-
man and several of his colleagues had
heads strong enough to support the
force of this narcotic, though it was
certainly a quality of tobacco with
wbich the agricultural class was satis-
fied. Those who desired a luxury, pro-
cured the foreign article. He would
say more,-the foreign tobacco which
came from Belgium could be obtained
for a less rate than Canadiian tobacco;
and the Syrian and Belgium tobacco
was infinitely superior to the home
grown article, besides being certainly
cheaper. Canadian tobacco was the
dearest, in spite of freight and duty.
Cigars nanufacturered in Belgitaum
could, for instance, be bouglit for less
than those which were made here. -He
regarded this question as he thought it
ought to be considered in this country.
He was perfectly well aware that the
farmers of this country ought to be
protected with reference to certain
articles, and to this he had no objec-
tion ; but he -did not sce what good
could be done by means of a motion
which, in England, would be
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tcrmed a clap-trap motion. In the

present instance, he understood that
the farmers could be benefitted by the
remission of this duty. The farmers
believed that they could secure a cer-
tain advantage by cultivating tobacco,
although perhaps if the matter was ex-
amined very closely, it would be seen
that these people were deceiving thern-
selves, and that this industry was not
so retnunerative as they imagined. The
only advantage which the farmers could
obtain from raising tobacco was this:
they grew a considerable quantity of
it, and the whole of this was placed on
the market at reduced prices, because it
was inferior in quality to the foreign
article. All they could say was that
they could sell it. It was produced by
the farmer, placed on the market and
mixed with foreign tobacco, and did
not have the duty paid on it. Up to
the present time the duty on foreign
tobacco had been high enough to pro-
tect sufficiently the Canadian tobacco.
Nevertheless, the people complained
of this tax. He considered that it
would be a very difficult matter to re-
nove this tax, though it contributed
very little to the revenue. Perhaps
the duty paid on home-grown tobacco
udid not even pay the cost of collection,
but this did not imply that it
ouigh t to be entirely removed.
ihe believed that the time would
arrive when an equilibrium would
ie established between the dimi-
ution of the duty on Canadian

tobacco and a slight increase on the
imnported article. In the county which
he hal the honour to represent, a very
considerable quantity of tobacco was
ra'sed, and these farmers thought that
the cultivation of this tobacco was ad-
vantageous to them. This was the
prominent fact before him; and he had
b;ut recently placed on the table of the1 ouse a petition from a number of bis
constituents, praying that the duty on
foreign tobacco should be increased.
lie did not wish to say whether bis
constituents were right or wrong in
this particular, but this was their im-
pression. They thought that it would
e advantageous to have the home-

grown article protected, as they raised
it. fie had his duty to perform, and
he was sent here to meet the desires
and views of his constituents. Ie was

bound to secure justice for them as far
as lay in his power. This tax had been
imposed by the late Government; and
the present Governmnent had exempted
from duty the tobacco raised by Cana-
dians for home consumption. This was
a very considerable privilege, but it
did not extend to the article sold for
conimercial purposes. This tax on im-
ported tobacco was legitimately levied
in order to meet the requirenents of
the country. le believed that the
hon. member for Portneuf had a large
share in securing the exemption of
home-grown tobacco used by the far-
mers themselves. The present duty on
home-grown tobacco was little enough;
and, inasmuch as the collection of'the
duty on Canadian tobacco cost nearly
as much as this portion ofthe revenue
amounted to, and as quite a number
of farmers in his county desired that
Canadian tobacco should be freed froni
duty, and as he was glad to be able to
meet the wishes of this class of the
population which he had the honour to
represent, he proposed to vote lor the
motion before the House.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that hefore
this motion was put to the vote he de-
sired to say a few words on this very
important question, as to how the re-
venue of the country might he affected
if the motion prevailed. He doubted
if it were possible to have introduced
a motion of this kind at a period when
the revenue was less prepared to allow
any dangerous experiment of the sort
to be made. Probably the flouse, er
at least some members of it were not
aware, though he believed that it was
mentioned once or tvice that evening,
that nearly two million of dollars of
the existing revenue were derived
from tobacco. The actual revenue
from this source during the past year,
was no less than $1,625,000 from that
quarter. Those acquainted with the
existing state of the law, and should
know the extraordinary privilege
which had been conceded to persons§
engaged in the growth of tobacco in
this cointry, might well be surprised
that under the circumstances an at-
tempt should be made to deprive the
revenue of this country of the sum of
from $500,000 to $800,000 per annum,
on so extremely flimsy a pretext. As
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the law stood, every inhabitant of
Canada and particularly every inhabi-
tant of Lower Canada, was'permitted
to grow for the use of himself and his
family, al] the tobacco that they could
possibly consume; in addition to this,he
was not required,as in most other coun-
tries, to pay an excise duty at all in pro-
portion to the amount which was levied
on tobacco i mported into this country.
Hon. gentlemen who by voting for this
motion favoured a reduction in the reve-
nue from this source of from $500,000
to $800,000 a year, should be pro-
pared to inform their constituents how
they proposed to make good that de-
ficiency. As matters stood at present,
ho did not see how the loss to the re-
venue could possibly be made good,
unless by very corsiderable direct tax-
ation-a step which ho thought few of
the constituencies of this country
would welcome in exchange for the
loss of duty on tobacco. He would
sny nothing as to the injury to our
credit, which would inevitably ensue if
we showed to the world, and particu-
larly to individuals with whom we
might have financial relations, that we
were prepared to allow such perilous
experiments to be made with one of
the mai n sources of our revenue. For his
own part ho had always said that he
would be very glad to see not only
this, but other duties reduced, if the
revenue pormitted. There were, how-
ever, few things on which a duty could
be more properly levied than on to-
bacco. He would also remind the
House that, although the present duty
on' tobacco might appear considerable
compared with the duty formerly
levied in this country, it was utterly
insignificiant compared with the duties
levied in other countries, particularly
with the duty levied in England, which
was at present in excess of 4s. sterling.
He believed that, under the recent
proposition of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, it would amount to some-
thing like 4s. 8d. or 4s. 10d. sterling
per ib., being nearly five-fold the
duty levied in Canada. He need
not remind hon. members of the
House that the growth of tobacco in
Great Britain was prohibited alto-
gother under very severe penalties,
vastly more severe than we had ever
thought of adopting. He particularly

MI. CARTWRIGRT.

desired to call the attention of hon.
members whose constituents might be
interested in the matter, to the simple
fact that, under the scale of duties as
adjusted by the present Government,
those constituents were not in-

jured thereby, but gained a very con-
siderable advantage. Under the duties
imposed by the late Government, in
1868, which were 10c. per ILb. on im-
ported tobacco, and 5c. on tobacco
grown in this country, the native pro.
ducer had an advantage over the foreign
producer of 5c. per lb. only. Under
the present scale of duties of 20c. on
imported tobacco, and 10c. on that
grown by the native pro lucer, there
was a clear advantage to the latter of
10c.; in other words, ho had, by the
duties of 1874, gained an additional
advantage of 5c. over the foreign pro'
ducer. NGw, when it was remem-
bered that the foreign tobacco im-
ported into this country, amounting to
nearly 10,000,000 lbs., it would be
seen that the Canadian producer had
at the present moment an enormous
advantage, if he could produce an arti-
cle which would enter into competi-
tion with the foreign product. He had
called attention to the-e few points,
because he thought it was very desira-
ble not only that hon. members of the
House, but also their constituents
throughout the country, should under-
stand distinctly what was aimed at by
a motion of this kind. There could be
no doubt whatever that if this rate was
passed, if the duty now imposed on
tobacco grown in this country was
abolished or curtailed, a very consider-
able production of native tobacco
would take place-though ho was in-
elined to think this production would
take place more largely in certain
localities in Ontario than in Quebec.
But, in any case, the inevitable reiult
would be, fir-t, an enormous reduction
in the duty now obtained from that
source, and, in the next place, a very
heavy direct taxation would be levied
in some form on the whole people of
this country. He could conceive nO
proposition, under present circu m-
stances, more misehievous; no prOpo-
sition more likely to injure our credit,
or which ought to be more unfami-
mously condenned by the House. No
proposition, ho might venture to say,
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should be more unanimously condemn-
.ed by those hon. gentlemen who at one
time or other had themselves been re-
sponsible for the providing of ways and
means. He did not know what line
might be pursued by hon. gentlemen
opposite, but he would take the oppor-
tunity of referring to the course pur-
sued by his hon. friend beside him
(MIr. Mackenzie) on similar occasions,
when propositions were started by
friends of bis to reduce the duty on
tobacco. Although the hon. member
for Lambton was, doubtless, anxious to
embarass the Government of the day
in a fair and honourable way, his name
had always been recorded beside that
of the hon. member for Kingston and
bis colleagues in opposing the reduc-
tien of the duty, because he felt it was
essential to the proper conducting of
the Government of this country, that
the revenue should be maintained, and
that it would be easier to forego any
other duty than the duty on tobacco.
H1e would fain express the hope that
hon. gentlemen opposite, who
were men of experience and ability,
and who must know that it
would be utterly impossible to
replace this tax without a very heavy
direct taxation, and knowing, also,
the enormous and extraordinary indul-
gences which had been already con-
ceded to parties supposed to be inter-
ested in the production of tobacco,
would imitate the example set by the
hon. the First Minister, and allow their
votes to be recorded in support of the
existing mode of collecting a revenue
-a revenue which was always looked
upon as one of the fairest modes of
raising taxes which prevailed in any
eivilized country. He had no hesita-
tion in saying that it would be a most
unfortunate thing if the motion of bis
hon. friend from Beauce was allowed
to prevail. fie had no doubt whatever,
if the flouse were ill-advised, they
weuld entangle themselves in infinitely
Worse difficulties than those which
they were likely to meet with if the
proposal was rejected

41. PLUMB said a touching appeal
h.d just been made by the FinanceMinister to hon. gentlemen on the
OPPOsition side. He had given as areason why the resolution should be

rejected, that it would largely reduce
the public revenue when the country
could least afford any experimental
legislation which tended to the reduc-
tion of the revenue. But the lon. Min-
ister was not in accord with the Minis-
ter of Justice who represented, in a cer-
tain way,the interests of the Province of
Quebec. That gentleman had told the
flouse that tobacco would ripen in the
Province of Quebec, and thore could be
no harm in making an experiment.
When the hon. gentlemen in the Min-
istry, who were responsible for the
affairs of their own Provinces, made
such representations on the floor of the
flouse, their utterances must be au-
cepted rather than the merely finan-
cial view of the question given by the
Finance Minister on this occasion. It
was a very serions question, certainly,
for the House te entertain, whether
the public revenue should be en-
dangered in any way at this critical
moment-at a moment when the
Finance Minister of the country had
declined to deal with deficits which
had accrued, and which were still
likely to accrue, by providing a means
of taxation to bring up the revenue to
something like the expenditure. There
would have been no necessity for
sucb an appeal being made by the
Minister of Finance,bad he provided for
the deficits, which were staring us in
ithe face. He ventured to say, further,
that the House would be perfectly
justified in permitting agriculturists
to make an experiment in the direc-
tion indicated by the resolution of the
bon. member for Beauce. The resolu-
tion had been brought forward in the
interest of the agricultural community.
The growth of tobacco in this country
had been entirely tentative, It had
not been grown on a large scale, and
the carrying of Ihis resolution might
have the effect of fostering what would
probably prove a great industry.
There was a case in point. Everyone
knew what the growing of beet-root
had done for France, although the
proposition was not at first approved
of.

Mr. STEPHENSON said that in the
western portion of Canada the produc-
tion of tobacco had been greater than at
presýent. Returns showed that in 1851
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no less than 313,189 Ibs of tobacco
were raised in the county of Kent,
and 457,111 lbs in the county of Essex,
making a total of 770,300 Ibs.; while in
1871, the production throughout the
whole province of Ontario had fallen
to 399,870 lbs.; only 163152 lbs.
were produced in Kent, and 190,692
lbs in Essex, showing that under the
present system of taxation, the pro-
duction of tobaceo was almost driven
out of these two counties. l he
opinion in the West was that those
who wished to use the imported to-
bacco, to the exclusion of our own,
sfhould pay an increased tariff, and
that, if the duty on tobacco imported
from a broad were not increased, the
Government should reduce the tariff
on our own, whieh was worth iso much
less, or take it off altogether. He
thought that if some such alteration
was nmade in the tariff, it would en-
courage the growth of our own to-
baecos, and ho trusted the resolution
would receive a very large support.

Mi. TUPPER said he rose for the
purpose of noticing a very remarkable
statement which had been made by
the bon. the Finance Minister. In bis
Budget speech, the hon. gentleman
said that, if he had no ready means of
collecting it, he woId prevent a deficit
by resorting to an income tax. The
hon. gentleman bal again made a very
damaging statement, as far as the
credit ot the country was concerned,
namely, that the passage of this reso-
lution would endanger the loss of some
8500,000 a year of revenue, and that
he knew of no means by which that
could h made out, except by resorting
to direct taxation. He believed that a
more unfounded statement with refer-
ence to the financial condition of this
country, it would be impossible to
imagine. Had it corne to this, that
after everything the hon. gentleman
told the capitalists of the world, four
years ago, of the prosperity of this
country, all the results of indirect tax-
ation were exhausted, and that there
-were no means of repairing a loss of
balf a million, except by resorting to
direct taxation. Ie thought the hon.
gentleman had rot considered the
weight that would be attached to his
words, or he would not have made a

Ma. STCPH ENSON.

statement so reckless. It was not only
calculated to damage the credit of the
country, but was a direct contradiction
of what the hon. gentleman said only a
year ago, when he stated, while asking
for the imposition of a certain
amount of taxation, that we bad
large resources of taxation yet
left untouched, upon which we
could fali back and sustain the
credit of the country. The remarkable
contradiction that had taken place be-
tween two members of the Governmeit
on this question had already been
noticed by the hon. member for
Niagara (Mr. Plumb). le had drawn
attention to the fact that the Min-
ister of Inland Revenue, who was
specially charged with the revenue of
the country and the particular tax-
ation interfered with by the resolition,
had stafed that this resolution would
be ertirely inoperative, because the
climate of the country was so utterly
adverse to the growth of tobacco as to
render it quite impossible, if it had any
erncouragernent, that any material
quantity could be grown. The hon.
Minister said the resolution would be
innocuous and useless, and that no one
would be tempted to grow tobacco in
this country. The hon. Minister of
Finance regarded the climate as emi-
nently adapted to the growth of to-
bacco.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: The hon.
Minister of Inland Revenue spoke in
14rench, but, it I understood him. Ie
spoke of Lower Canada; i spoke of a
part of U pper Canada,which is entirelY
different.

MR. TUPPER said that if the hon.
gentleman undertook to make a propo-
sition of this kind by reference to a
particular locality, he could only say
that he entirely failed in the discharge
of his duty to this House. The Min-
ister of Inland Revenue was not Mi-
ister for Lower Canada, or one
Province of the Dominion, but for the
Dominion of Canada. In this dispar-
ity of statement he was disposed to
place confidence in that of the Minister
of Inland Revenue, because the hon.
Minister of Finance could not be spIP-
posed to have the same sources of
information at his command. ie.-
thought the hon. Minister of Finance
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had altogether overstated what the
effect of this resoltion upon the
revenue would be. 'Iie cuJtivatein of
tobacco in Canada was only an experi-
ment, and it would be years before it
would compete with the tobacco of
warmer climes. He should vote for
the resolution.

Ma. PATERSON said that although
the question was one which largely
affected the Province of Quebec, it
was one of very considerable impor-
tance to the people of other Provinces.
The resolution was one which meant
that those in the other Provinces who
consumed tobacco, and who wore wil-
ling to pay a fair share of the tax,
should be burdened with the whole of
it. while their friends in Quebec should
escape clear of the duty. He was
glad that the hon. member for Charle-
voix had publicly called the attention
of the Government to the fact that the
growers of tobacco in Quebec were
evading the payment of the duty. He
believed the same was true of those
counties in Ontario which were the
only counties that raised tobacco at
ail, for he found by the Inland Re.
venue returns that these coun Lies only
accounted for four pounds as having
been raised by them. The tariff of
1874, introduced by the present
Financial Minister, had given a far
greater amount of protection to the
Canadian farmer in the growth of
Canadian tobacco, than the tariff of the
late Government. In 1867-8, the tariff
introduced by the then Government,
imposed a Customs duty of 15c. per lb.
specific, and 5 per cent. ad valerom on
inported tabacco. Estimating the
value at 50c. per lb. that would give2½c. per lb. on the ad valorem, which
added te the Customs duty, gave a pro-
tection of 17±c. per lb. The tariff of
1874 was 2 5c. per lb., and 12½ per cent.
ad valorem. Taking the ad valorem
duty on the same value of 50c per lb.,
they had 6c. which made the whole
Customs duty 31c. per lb. in 1874, as
agaiust 17½c. in 1867. Then, in 1877,there was also an excise duty of 5c.
per lb. on the Canadian common twist;
that left a protection to the Canadian
farmer of 121c. per lb. Under the
present Government the excise duty
was 10c. per lb., which, deducted from

the 31c. por lb., left a protection of
2 le., as against 12e. under the previous
Government. Hon. gentlemen would
admit that in taking 50c. as the value
ho was under the mark, but that gave
8ke. per IL. more protection than was
given by the previous Government in
1867.. When the tariff was amended
in 1870, according to the same mode
of calculation, the Protection was
19c. per lb., while under the
present tariff, it was 21c. per lb.
He held that it was desirable that a
certain amount of Protection should be
given to the growers of tobacco, but
he believed, under the prosent tariff,
the Protection had been increased to
such an extent that if the growth of
tobacco was capable of being developed
it would be under this tariff. If it was
not being doveloped it was on account
of causes which the abolition of the
entire Excise duties would iot at atl
countervail. It did not follow, as the
hon. nember for Charlevoix seemed to
imagine, that because an hon, gentle-
man had stated that Lower Canada had
not a climate suitable to the growth of
tobacco, he was therefore decrying
that country. Certain products could
be cultivated successfully in particular
climates, and it was a geographicai and
established fact, that tobacco of a
market value could not be grown ia
any part of Canada. In the counties
of Essex and Kent, wher'e ihey grew%-
finer tobacco than was grown in Lower
Canada, he had bought samples for 7c.
per pound wbich had been grown froin
precisely the same seed as tobacco
grown in the State of Connecticut,
which cost 40c. per pound. They
could not hope to make the growth of
tobacco in this country a national in-
dustry. There was no such revenue as
the hon. gentleman had mentioned
derived from the growth of pure Cana-
dian tobacco; but if the duty on one
class of tobacco was repealed the reve-
nue would be defrayed by the manu-
facturers declaring other leaves to be
the Canadian leaf. lu that way a loss
would be caused to the revenue. He
considered it was the duty of everyone
who desired fair play, and an equitable
distribution of the taxes, to vote down
this resolution, which was sectional in
its nature, and which could not give
protection to farmers.
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MR. POPE (Compton) said he did
not agree with the bon. gentleman who
had just sat down. The object of this
resolution was to give this indastry
encouragement, if it was one that could
be profitably carried on. Upon what
principle did the Finance Minister
select the article of tobacco and say
that the farmers who produced it
should pay this amount of duty, while
others might produce what they
pleased without paying anything? If
that was fair, why not carry it out to
its legitimate result and maiie the pro-
ducers of maple sugar in Lower Cana-
da pay an Excise duty on it. Why not
put a tax on hops, from which beer was
made, which was as much a luxury as
tooacco. There were millions of pounds
of tobacco produced in Lower Canada.
which did not appear in the Returns.
The Minister of Finance would make
a nice thing by putting a tax on but-
ter, and he might as well put an Excise
duty on butter as on these other pro-
duets. A large crop of tobacco per
acre could be raised in the Province of
Quebec. He did not know enough
about it to say what the quality would
be, but that was largely determined by
the way in which it wis cured. It
must be borne in mind that a very
large amount of the tobacco grown in
Quebec was used by the poorer classes
of the people. Why, then, should they
not be allowed to raise it? He had
seen very good tobacco, and he bad seen
very poor tobacco grown in that Pro-
vince. Ie did not believe that the
system there of curing it was what it
should be, but if encouragement were
given, he believed that would i mprove
it. The Minister of Finance had said
that the only result of this would be
direct taxation te the excent of
$500,000. Did he suppose that ihe
poor people of Quebec teit that they
ought te pay that amount,which should
be distributed all over the country?

Motion in amendment (Mr. Bolduc)
negatived on the following division:-

YEAs :

Messieurs
Coupai, McCarthy,
C urrier, McGregor,
Cuthbert, Mc[nnes,
Desjardins, McQuade,
Dewdney, Schultz,
Dugas, Short,

Ma. PATERSON.

Ferguson, Stephenson,
Fiset, Thompson (Cariboo,)
McDonald (C. Breten),Tupper,
McKay, Colchester, Wallace, (Norfolk),
Macmillan, White (Renfrew).-32.
McCallumn,

NA&Ts:
Messieurs

Appleby Lajoie,
Archibald, Landerkin,
Biggar, Langlois,
Blackburn, Laurier,
Blain, MacDonald (Toronto),
Blake, Macdougall (Elgin),
Bordon, McDougail (S. Renfrew
Borron, MacKay (Cape Breton)
Bowman, Mackenzie,
Boyer, McCraney,
Brouse, McIntyre,
Brown, McNab,
Buell, Malouin,
Burk, Metcalfe,
Burpee (St. John), Mills,
Burpee (Sunbury) Norris.
Cartwright Oliver,
Casey Paterson,
Charlton, Perry,
Cheval, Pettes,
Christie, Pickard,
Church, Robillard,
Cockburn, Roscoe,
Coffin, Ross (Durham),
De Veber, Ross, (Middlesex),
Dymond, Ross (Prince Edward)
Ferris, Rymal,
Flynn, Scatcherd,
Galbraith, Scriver,
Geoffrion, Shibley,
Gibson, Sinclair,
Gillies, Skinner,
Gillmor, Smith (Peel)
Goudge, Smith, Selkirk.
Guthrie, Smith (Westmoreland),
Haddow, Snider,
Hall, St. Jean,
Higinbotham, Taschereau,
Horton, Thompson (Haldi-
H untington. mand),
Jetté, Trow,
Jones (Halifax), Wallace (Albert),
Kerr, Wood,
Killam, Yeo,
Kirk, Young.-90.
Laflamme,

House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

SUPPLY.

XXII.-INDIANS.

163. For General expenses of the Man-
itoba Superintendency ....... --------

Indian8 of the Vorth West.

167. Salaries of School Teachers and
cost of School Buildings... ...........

168. Annuities under Treaty No. 4......
169 do do 6......-
170. do do 7 .....

$18,300

5,000
32,300
40,050
33,050

supply'SuIply.21A40



supply.

171. Agricultural implements, cattle,
under Treaties No. 4, 6 and 7 (in
last year, Nos. 4 and 6 only.......... 38,000

172. Provisions for Indians assem-
bled to receive annuities under
Treaties Nos. 4, 6 and 7, in last
year, Nos. 4 and 6 only................ 37,000

Mn. SCHULTZ said there was some-
thing radically wrong in the fact that
it required this year $54,000 simply to
feed these Indians, while they were
present only a couple of days to re-
ceive their annuities.

Ma. MILLS snid the sum was very
large; but it was one they were
obliged to provide while the Indians
were settled on reservations. Those
Indians were scattered over an im-
mense extent of country. They had to
be provided with means of subsistence
when they presented themselves to re-
ceive their annuities, which it took two
or three days to pay. The actual ex-
penditure for provisions was $38,884.

St JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Enough to feed an army.

Ma MILLS said they were an army,
being nearly 20,000 Indians, The
supplies had to bo carried a distance of
several hundred miles, and in some in-
stances a thousand miles over an un-
settled country, and it was difficuit to
have those suipieS reach theirseveral
destinations at the exact date appoint-
ed for the paynent of the Indians. It
was nece-sary, in some cases, to obtain
supplies fr'oni the Hudson Bay
Company. The Indians had been
told to returin to their hunt-
iug grounds., and that when the
hunting season was over they would
receive their agricultural implements.
They parted with this understanding,
but some parties told them they were
being wronged and . induced them to
Ietu-n, wbich caused a great deal of
trouble and expense.

Vote agreed to.

173. Anmunition, twine and rifles
(Treaties Nos 4, 6 and 7).....
S74. Sioux at Qu'Appelle.........

175. Surveys fbr Indian reserves in
the North-West..............

176. For general expenses of the
North-Weat Superintendency..

177. Salaries of school teachers....

$7,000
1,000

35,000

18,500
7,000

Supply. 2141

Mliscellaneous Expenditure.

178. To aid Indians' schools in
Ontario and Quebec where
iost required................

179. To bring upannuities payable
under the Robinson Treaty to
the Chippewas of Lakes Huron
and Superior, fron 96c. to $4
per head....................

XXIII. MISCELLANEOUS.

180. Canada Gazette...........
181. Miscellaneous priting...

5,000

14,000

5,000
10,000

MR. CARTWRIGHT said lie rather
thought the chief expenses had occur-
red. He should say, speaking gene-
rally, that the expenditure on publie
works of late had doubled or trebled,
and the necessity for elaborate reports
on some of these had largely augmented
the sums required for printing. The
work of the Minister of the Interior
had also increased very largely.

MI. BOWELL said he was under
the impression that he had seen the
hon. Finance Minister's Budget speech
published in pamphlet forn, and he
was anxious to know what the speeches
of the hon. gentleman annually cost
the country. lie thought the advisabi-
lity or propriety of publishing, at the
expense of the country, a party or a
one-sided statement was open to objec-
tion. It was not a question whether
the old Governmint pursued the course
or not. If the party wished the speech
to be printed and circulated, let them
pay for it thenselves; or, if the present
practice was to be continued, then let
the reply to the Budget speec: be
priuted with it. Then the country would
have an opportunity of forning a
judgment upon the matter.

Ma. DYMOND said he would like
to know which speech gentlemen of
the Opposition would wish to give:
that of the hon. member for Cardwel1
(Mr. McCarthy), or that of the hon.
member for Northumberland (Mr.
Mitchell), or that of the hon. niember
for Niagara (Mr. Plunb), who, pro-
bably thought his speech the most in-
portant of the lot ?

MU. McCALLU M said the reports
of the Budget speech appeared in the
newspapers and in the oticial Hansard.
le did not think, therefore, there was.
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any necessity for the circulation of the
speecb in pamphlet form at the ex-
pense of the country.

MR. MoCARTIIY said that 12,000
of ttese pamphlets were published;
and, if it was to be regarded as a public
<ocunent, lie should like to know how
ther were distributed.

SiR JOIHN A. MACDONALD said
that he was always under the impres-
.sion that these pamphlets were always
paid for out of the Ministers' own
poekets, whether it was Sir John Rose
or Sir A. T. G alt.

MR. MILLS: Never.

MR. MACKENZIE: I think even
the reporting had to be paid for at
that time.

MR. CARTWRIGIIT said he had no
sort of desire to have this done in op-
position to the wish of a large number
of the members of the House, but it
appeared to him that there was a con-
venience in having a record in some
loss cumbrous form than the Ilansard,
and to have in a compact shape the
several speeches of Finance Ministers
for eight or nine years in a compact
shape. It might not be advisable to
print as many copies as had been done,
but he had received many applications
for copies this year.

Vote agreed to.

182. Unforeseen expenses: Ex-
penditure thereof to be
under Order in Council,
and a detailed statement to
be laid before Parlianient
during the first 15 days of
the next Session..........$50,000

lqa JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
. everal of these items should have been
charged to the different Departments.
Every appropriation should be kept
separate and for its own purpose, and
this was a rule that should be strictly
observed. Then, with regard to this
Government map of Canada, the Gov-
ernment had no right to spend that
$500 without authority.

MR. MACKENZIE said this was a
large map published in the Board of
Trade return. It was an excellent
pamphlet; and, as it was proposed to
distribute a very large number, the
Government offered to pay this sum

MR. MCCALLUM.

towards the map. Ee did not think
the outlay could well be objected to,
although it might have been taken out
of the vote for emigration. le thought
the hon. gerntleman (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) was quite right in enforéing
the rule.

Vote agreed to.

183. Commutation in lieu of re-
mission of duties on articles
imported for the use of the
army and navy.......

185. For the expenses of Govern-
ment in the district of
Keewatin...... ..........

186. For construction of Barracks
in the North-West Terri-
tories...............

$12,000

5,000

15,000

Resolutions ordered to be reported.

House resuned.
Resolutions reported.

Hiouse adjourned at
Thirty-five minutes past

One o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 24th April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Threc
o'clock.

PRAYERs.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY-FORT
WILLIAM EXTENSION.

QUESTION.

MR. McCALLUM enquired,Whether
it is the intention of the Government
to extend the Railway to the end of
the Survey at Fort William towards
the mouth of the Kaministiquia River;
and if so, how soon ?

MR. MACKENZIE: There is DO
such intention.

CAN&DIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY-BRIT-
ISH CULUMBIA TERMINUS.

quast.ON

MR. McLNNES enquired,Whether it
is the intention of the Governmeat to
declare the route and terminus of the
Canadian Pacific Railway in British
Columbia, before the prorogation Of

[CUMMONS.]
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the House; and whether actual con-
struction will be commenced during
the coming summer ?

MR. MACKENZIE: I have already
stated that the Government hope to be
able to state daring the present Session
what route they decide on adopt-
ing through Columbia. The route
is already decided to the bound-
ary of Columbia. As to the ac-
tual construction, the hon. gentleman
will >ee, by referring to the Act, that
no contract can be proceeded with
unless Parliament has approved of it.

BRITISE COLUMBIA PENITENTIARY.

QUESTION.

MR. MeINNES enquired, Whether it
is the intention of the Government to
have the New Westminster, B.C, Peni-
tentiary occupied before the lst of
July next ?

MR. MACKENZIE: It is the inten-
tion to occupy it as soon as it can be
completely furnished. That is, if there
are occupants.

FRASER RIVER SALMON HATCHERY.

QUESTION.

MR.McINNES enquired, Whether it
is the intention of the Government to
establish a salmon hatchery on the
Fraser River, British Columbia, this
year.

SIR ALBERT J
not determined to
British Columbia
year.

SM.ITH: We have
build a hatchery in
during the present

PEMBINA BRANCH RAILWAY
C ROSSINGS.

QUESTION.

MR.SCHULTZ enquired, Whether it
is the intention of the Government to
see that railway crossings are put in at
once on the portion of the Pembina
Branch, on which rails have been laid ?

-MR. MACKENZIE: It is part of the
contract to do that, and I have no
doubt it has been attended to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY-ROUTE
FROM NEPIGON TO THUNDER BAY

BRANCH.

MOTION FOR REPORT.

MR. TUPPER mnoved for a copy of
the report of exploration made by Mr,
Bel], C.E., on the proposed route of the
Canada Pacifie Railway, from Nepigon
to the Junction with the Thunder Bay
or Kaministiquia Brneh of the said
Railway. De said that his object was
to get before the House all the infor-
mation that had been obtained in re-
ference to the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. The nap placed in the hands
of inemhers by the hon. the Minister
of Public Works, showed the placing
of a line from Nepigon to the south of
Dog Lake, connecting with the line
now under construction, from Thunder
Bay or Kaministiqua to Red River.
He was informed that no survey or ex-
ploration had ever been made; that no
line had ever beeri laid down by any
engineer; but that Mr. Bell, who was
charged with that exploration, did
make a survey and set out an explor-
atory line south of Dog Lake,
and that a map was furnished
by him exhibiting the char-
aeter of the survey and the
information that was in connection
with it. He (Mr. Tupper) would be
extremely glad if* the map and report
were laid before the H1ouse, because
whether it was concurred iii or not by
the Government, a very large amount
of money had been exponded in the
surveys on the route of the Canadian
Pacifie Railway, and it was desirable
that the House should be placed in
possession of auy information on the
subjeet. He should be glad if' the hon.
the Minister of Publie Works would
furnish the House with the report and
map before the question of the Pacifie
Railway came up for consideration.

MR. MACKENZIE said he did not
think that there was any map. le
had no recollection of seeing orie. le
thought that Mr. Bell had merely
marked the course which ho travellud
over on an ordiiary map. This was
his recollection of the matter, though
he was not positive. This particular
point, as to the maps, had not oceurred
to him when he looked at the notice,
or ho would have lookod into it. Hu
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did not intend to say that this was not
the case; but he would see about it,
and inform the hon. gentleman at once
of the flets. This could hardly
be called a survey. Mr. Bell
travelled over the country rather to
find out whothor there was a cer
-tainty, or a reasonable certainty, of oh-
taining a favourable line, and his
recollection was,that Mr. Bell reported
on this after having traversed this
country, that a favourable line could
be got, striking the main line, if bis re-
collection was correct, about 25 miles
from Thunder Bay. However, the
map could be easily produced.

Motion agreed to.

LA BANQUE NATIONALE.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. ROCHESTER move.l for
copies of all correspondence between
the Government or the Minister of
Justice, or the creditors of one Oliver
Latour, or any of them, oi any per-
sons on their bohalf, in relalion to the
alleged forfeiture of its charter by
La Banque Nationale, by reason of its
illegally trading in lumber, and in the
manufacture and sale of square timber
and saw logs, and the produce thereof,
and in other goods, chattels and mer-
chandize, in violation of the Banking
Act, to the prejudice of other banking
institutions, the lumber trade and the
said creditors. Also, for copies of all
contracts, depositions and statements
and writings submitted to the Govern-
ment, or the Minister of Justice, evi-
dencing said (illegal) trading, and
also copies of the opinion )f the ex-
Minister of Justice and the present
Minister of Justice thereon, and of all
Orderts in Council having reference to
said illegal act of said bank. And also
for copies of the registered timber
trade mark ofthe said bank, as regis-
tered in the office of the Minister of
Agriculture, and of all papers and
documents in said office relating there-
to. And also copies of all the corres.
pondence between the said bank,or any
of its officers, and the Government, or
any member thereof, with referenec to
said alleged violation and forfeiting of
its charter by said bank.

a R. LA FLAMME said that the on]y
paper whicli could be produced, and

MR. MACKENZIE.

that was in the Department, was an
application on the part of counsel
acting on behalf of certain parties for a
writ of scieri facias, and the ans wer of'
the Department to this application.
There was no other correspondence.
No correspondence whatever, in this
regard, had taken place with the late
Minister of Justice. It had ail oc-
curred while ho held this position.

MR. ROCHESTER said that he mov-
ed for these papers, in order to place
before the flouse clear and indisput-
able evidence that La Banque Na-
tionale had been and was trading as
lumber merchants, in violation of its
charter, contrary to public policy, and
to the prejudice of the lumber trade.
This was a Dominion Bank incorpor-
ated by Parliament, under the
Dominion Banking Act which prohi-
bited the bank from ePgaging direct-
ly or indirectly in any trade or busi-
ness except the business of banking,
and, as a member of this House, ho
charged La Banque Nationale with
owing and working timber limits,
making square timber and saw-logs,
and manufacturing sawed luinber
therefrom, and with selling the same
in the public market. 1t had used
a registered timber trade mark, and
had been, and was actually, engaged in
lumbering generally, and this had
been the case for a long period. As
public rights and interests were in-
volved, and as this trading was against
the public policy of the Dominion, 
violation of the Banking Act, and to
the prejudice of the lumber trade, he
submitted that an enquiry was neces-
sary ; and if, on such enquiry being
made, these facts could be established,
as he asserted could ue done. thon he
held that this bank had fbrfeited its
charter, and that this House should so
declare. He had in bis possession Pa-
pers which he thought would satisfy
any reasonable man in this louse that
such was the case, and which ho would
read. These papers, he felt, would
satisfy every member of the 1ouse.
that the charge and statement which
he had made, were fully borne out by
the facts. The following document
was a copy of one of the contracts of
this bank with an individual whl>
operated for it; this would show ho'
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brazealy and deliberately this bank
carried on this trade:-

"This agreement, made the twenty-fifth
day of September, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-
six ;

"Between Oliver Latour, of the City of
Bull, in the County of Ottawa, and Province
,of Quebec, Lumber Merchant, of the first
part; and

" La Banque Nationale, one of the Char-
tered Banks of Canada, of the second part.

" Whereas the said parties of the second
part are the owners of certain timber limits
eiteate on the Keepana River, nuimbered
respectively one liundred and thirty-four,
one hundred and thirty-five, and one hun-
dred and thirty-six, of the years 1875 and
1876; and the said party of the first part bas
contracted to cut, make, manufacture and
deliver to the said parties of the second part,
certain quantities of square timber and saw-
lbgs, to be taken off and from the said limita,
at and for the price or sum, and subject to
the conditions hereinafter mentioned.

" Now, this indenture witnesseth that, in
pursuance of the premises, and for the con-
sideration hereinafter mentioned, lie, the said
party of the first part, doth bereby, for him-
self, bis heirs, executors and administrators,
covenant, promise and agree to and with the
said parties of the second part their succes-
sors and assigns, in manner following,that is
to say :-

" That he, the said party of the first part,
his executors and administrators, shall cut,
inake and manufacture three hundred thon-
sand feet of square white pine timber, during
the winter of the years 1876 and 1877, the
said timber to be good and merchantable,
and of a size not less than fourteen inches on
each side, and to be well and securely rafted
after the manner adopted by lumber mer-
chants, and to be floated to the city of Que-
bec, and there delivered in good order and
condition to the said parties of the second
part, their successors or assigns, on or before
the fifteenth day of August, in the year of
Uur Lord one thouaLd eight hundred and
seventy-seven, at such place as the said
parties of the second part, their successors
er assigne, nay require.

Anid, also, that he, the said party of the
first part, his executors or administrators,
shall cut, make and manufacture fifteen
thousand standards of good and mercliant-
able deal white pine saw-logs, of not less
than the followine dimensions, that is to
say: said logs to %e thirteen and one-balf
and sixteen and one-half feet in length, and
not to be less than flfteen inches in diameter
inside the bark, and to be delivered in goodorder, and in condition to be floated down toOttawa with the boom timber necessary forthat purpose in the Main Ottawa River, at
hie place where the general drive starts, onor before the first day of Septeniber, in the

Year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundIred
and seventy-seven.
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" And it is hereby agreed that, for the pur-
poses of these presents, the standard log
shall be thirteen feet in length, by twenty
inches, inside the bark, in diameter.

" And it is further agreed that the said party
of the first part, his executors and adminis-
trators shall mark all the said square timber
and saw-logs with the timber marker of the
said parties of the second part as follows,
O L or O L 1 up to O L 6, said timber and
loge to be well marked, and in such manner
that the said marks may not be effaced,
obliterated or destroyed, while the said tim-
ber or saw logs shall be floated down to
destination.

" And that the said party of the first part,
bis executors or adminstrators, shall, at bis
and their own costs and charges, supply all
materials, tools, implements, labour, wages,
provisions, and all things necessary to manu-
facture the said equare timber and saw-logs,
and to draw and to drive the same, and to
float the same, to the respective places where
the said square timber and saw-logs are to
be delivered according to the ternis of this
agreement.

"And further, that the said party of the first
part, his exectrors or administrators, shall
well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, all
Governments dues, tolls and tonnage upon
the said timber and saw logs.

"Ancd further, that the said party of the first
part bis executors, or administrators, shall
take and cut the said square timber and saw-
loge off, and from the said timber limits of
the said parties of the second part herein
before described, and that the said tinber
and saw-logs shail, while in the process of
manufacture, and at all tinies before as well
as after delivery, be the absolute property of
the said parties of the second part, and that
it shall be lawful to the said parties of the
second part, their successors and assigna, at
any time to take possession of the said square
timber and saw-logs, if they shal think
proper.

" And the said parties of the second part,
covenant, proniie and agree to and with the
said party of the first part, bis executors,
administrators and assigns, to pay him the
said party of the first part, for t e making,
manufacturing and dlelivery of the said
square timber and saw-logs, the sum of fifty-
four thousand five hundred dollars, payable
as follows :-That is to say: six thousand
dollars on his beginning the said work, and
five thousand dollars during each of the
months of October, Noveniber, December,
January, February and March next ensuing
the day of the date bereof, provided that
work shall have been done at the time when
any of the said amounts may be required by
the said party of the first part to the value
of the moneys previously advanced as shown
by the certificate of an agent to be appointed
hy said parties of the second part, whose
wages and expenses shall be pai& by the said
party of the first part, four thousaud dollars
during April, two thousand dollars during
May, and two thousand dollars durinngJune
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following, and ten theusand five hundred dol-
lars to be paid when the said square timber is
boomed in Quebec, and said loge delivered
according to the terms of this agreement.

"In witness whereof,lthe said parties hereto
of the second part bave bereunto affixed
their corporate seal, and cause these presents
to be signed by their President, and the said
party of the firet bath hereunito set his hand
and seal, the day and year first above
written.

"(Signed) "O. LATOUR,
"J. THIBODEAU.

"Vice President, Banque Nationale.

"Signed sealed and delivered in presence of

NOE CHEVRIER,
(8igned) F. VEZINA.

"(A true Copy.)

" J. L. CURRIER,
" Dep. P. L. C."

Now, he would ask any member of the
House if what was done under the con-
tract with Oliver Latour was legiti-
mate banking ? The bank had traded
in timber, which was marked in the
usual way, from " O.L.1 " to " O.L. 6,"
and it seemed to him that by so doing
its charter had been violated. Other
banks were just as much interested in
this matter as the commercial com-
munity, and they had remonstrated
against what they considered to be a
gross violation of the Act. It might
be said if the bank had violated its
charter, why not take proeedings in
the Court to have that charter for-
feited ? In reply to that he would
state that the question had been sub-
mitted to counsel both in Ontario and
Quebec, and their opinion obtained.
They held that the bank had forfeited
its charter, but that the Provincial
Courts had no jurisdiction; the only
Court in Canada which could exercise
such jurisdiction would be the Exche-
quer Court. For the maintenance of
the old laws of the Crown in the inter-
ests of the Dominion, the Attorney-
General was the proper party to take
such proceedings; the Government
which created that charter could alone
institute proceedings to enforce its for-
feitures. On these opinions being oh-
tained, application was made to the
Minister of Justice, as Attorney-Gen-
oral, for hisfiat, and in addition to the
opinions of counsel, which were sub-

MR. ROCHESTER.

mitted, authorities in support of the
application were furnished. It was
urged tL at the complaint was
made against a system preju-
dicial to legitimate banking and
legitimate trade-particularly the
lumber trade. That application was
supported by the Ontario Bank, the
Union Forwarding Company, himself
<Mr. Rochester), and others. Yet the
Minister of Justice did not sce his way
elcar to grant the fiat asked for. lie
doubted the jurisdiction of the Exe-
chequer Court, but admitted that legis-
lation was necessary to afford a
remedy for such abuses as were comn-
plained of. Such being the facts, he
submitted that lacking any judicial
remedy, the Legislature could alone do
justice on the public interest and main-
tain its own laws. H11e thought, there-
fore, the House should institute an en-
quiry, and if the facts he submitted
were substantiated, the charter of the
bank should be declared forfeited. Un-
less something was done to prevent it,
all the banks in the Dominion might
adopt this system of trading, for they
had ail as much right to do so as the
Banque Nationale. The Banqu e Na-
tionale had not confined itself to one
place of operation ; it had bought i)
rafts of timber last year on the Black
River, and afterwards sold the timber
at Quebec. If that was not trading, he
di< not know what trading was. The
law laid down what the rights and
privileges of banks wore, and if they
were beyond the prescribed limit they
were amenable to the law. If this bank
was allowed to encroach on the lum-
ber trade, then lumbermen's notes
should be legalised 80 that they
might be able to compete with
the Banque Nationale. lie thought
the Minister of Justice ought
to bring down the papers asked for
together with the registered trade
mark adopted by the bank. The imat-
ter was urgent and should not be
allowed to lie over till next Session of
Parliament. Perhaps the best plan
would b to refer the matter to the
Banking and Commerce Committee to
whom all the evidence that had been
collected might be submitted. The3
Ontario Bank was one of the compli'-
ants, and he thought no time should
be lost in making an investigation.

(COM MO.X8.) KMationale.
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MR. LAFLAMME said he had no ob-
jection to communicate all the infor-
mation possessed. The parties com-
plaining, ho might state, could, if the

anque Nationale had violated its
charter, go before any competent tribu-
nal and ;demand such remedy as the
law granted. There was, ho believed,
at the present time, a case in Chancery
arising out of some points connected
with this matter. If such was the
case, it would be very improper, on the
part of Parliament, to interfere or do
anything which might prejudice the
decision to be given by the Court,
which was the only competent tribu-
nel to determine whether the law had
been violated, ns alleged by the hon.
member for Carleton. It was alleged,
on the other hand, also, that there had
been no violation; that Latour was an
insolvent, who transferred all his
assets to the bank, which was a cred-
itor on the estate for $75,000. In order
to obtain judgment on its claim, the
bank very naturally endcavoured to
sell the timber referred to.

Ma. ROCHESTER said the Minister
of Justice seemed to point out that any
stockholder in the bank, who thought
it had violated its character could
have a remedy by raising an action.
It was not likely, however, that a
stock-holder in any corporation which
yielded him 10 or 15 per cent., would
raise'an action as suggested. le under-
stood there was no way whereby redress
could be obtained except by coming
to the House, because the Minister of
Justice had flatly refused to grant
his fiat to enable the com-
plainant to go to the Exchequer
Court. le knew, to his cost, that
Latour was an insolvent, and that bis
assets had been seized by the bank, be-
cause $10,000 worth of property be-
lofging to him (Mr. Rochester) had
been transferred with other effects.
This was done a month after Latour
was inade an insolvent, and thon he
came forward and offered one cent on
the dollar. Under these circumstances
he thought the House should step in
and check this violation of the law.
le was aware that the contract was

for 1876-7, but the same works were
carried on in 1877-8; and not only so,but the -Banque Nationale had taken
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up the lumber trade on the Black River
as well. Now, was this to be allowed?
He wanted the hon. gentleman to give
those who considered themselves ag-
grieved, the opportunity of showing
that they bad wrongs to be redressed,
and if the hon. gentleman would bring
down those papers, that was all they
asked.

MR. PALMER said he considered
this a matter of very great importance,
and it surely could not be that the
Minister of Justice bad taken upon
himself to lay down the law with re-
gard to it. It was bad enough to
have a contract with an insolvent
man, but that a bank should be
allowed to carry on for two or three
years, issuing their notes all over the
country, was one of the most alarming
statements he had yet heard in Par-
liament. The law said banking com-
panies should not be allowed to do
certain acts which might make
their currency valueless, and this
company had been trading in
lumber, whicb was clearly against the
law. If the charter of the company
had been violated, the charter should
be withdrawn, and it was for the Attor-
ney-General to take this or other means
to prevent the carrying on of this
illegal trading.

MR. BLAKE said that he saw
nothing more dangerous to the inter-
ests of the public than that the remedy
proposed for this case should be ap-
plied. There were, he believed, three
or four remedies besides this extreme
one, which was a proceeding that should
not be resorted to except in the most
extreme circumstances possible, after
a long continuance of the violation of
their charter in essential particulars,
and when it was obvious that it was a
less evil to abolish that charter alto-
gether. This exorcise of such a sum-
mary power had almost gone into
disuetude. There was another remedy
which the Attorney-General could
exercise on behalf of the Crown, with-
ont the intervention of the subject: ho
could restrain the bank from continu-
ing to violate its charter. A similar
course might be taken, ho believed, by
the intervention of a stockholder; and
ho also believed there was a fourth
remedy by which a stockholder inter-
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ested in the bank could proceed with-
out the Attorney-General at all. There
were these milder iemedies, which
would prevent the existence of the evil
while it preserved the existence of the
bank, instead of the Crown exerting its
prerogative, and blotting out this char-
ter, and causing the Corporation to be
wound up.

Mn. ROCHESTER: Is it not the
law of the land ?

MR. BLAKE said the power was
there, not by Statute, but by common
law; but ho said it was not for one
Corporation to call for the extinction of
a rival company. Before exercising
such a prerogative, public interest must
be considered; and, in lis opinion, the
public interest and the credit of the
country would be injured by this sum-
mary proceeding.

MR. ROOHESTER: low long will
you allow these proceedings to go on ?

Ma. PALMER: Why don't you stop
them ?

Ma. BLAKE: I have nothing to do
with stopping them.

Ma. ROCHESTER: It has been
going on for years.

MR. BL.AKE: How lonr has the
Crown knowa of it?

Mia. ROCHESTER: Well, I am not
prepared to say.

MR. BLAKE : Probably three or
four months.

Ma. ROCHESTER: I think longer.
MR. LAFLAMME : Certainly not,

as far as my recollection goes it must
have been in the month of November
or September last.

MR. BLAKE said he did not know
how long it had been going on, but ho
believed that the general interest re-
quired that the stops should be taken to
prevent the ccntinuance of the illegal
trading, but not stop the banking cor-
poration altogether.

Ma. TASCHEREAU said there was
a case now pending before the. Chan-
cery Court, and the case of Simon v.
Banque Nationale, in which this was
the disputed point, and he thought it
out of place to discuss now the ques-
tion whether the Minister of Justice

Ma. BLAKE.

was right or wrong in refusing to grant
an order of scieri facias. When the
papers cane down they would justifythe action of the Minister of Justice,
and prove that he was right. The
Banque Nationale was one of the best
institutions in the eountry, and in its
trading transactions had only acted il
protection of its own interests. The
bank had not been trading illegally, it
had been only protecting its own in-
terests in having transfers made to it
and working the timber after it had
been cut by the insolvent party hin-
self.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it would be extremely unfortunate that
any individual could, because a bank
had wittingly or unwittingly acted
beyond the scope of its charter, take
successful steps to dissolve the Corpora-
tion, to destroy its stock, and throw it
into confusion. But it was question.
able whether the proper authority, the
Attorney-General, could refuse a writ
of scieri facias on application, however
disastrous the consequences might be.
This was a question which had arisen
on the nonce, and on which, therefore.
he was not, at the present moment,
prepared to give an opinion. Ie
would be very sorry to fina that the
law did not allow discretionary power
to the Attorney-General in granting
this writ, but they must look at the
general policy of the Legislature with
respect to banking institutions. There
had been no point more strongly in-
sisted upon since incorporation was
granted to these institutions, than that
they should not on any account be
drawn from their legitimate business
of banking and become trading corpo-
rations, even for the sake of securing
themselves against probable loss. The
temptation was very great, when thef
had given to the trader advances arid
found that by taking the business out
of bis hands they could secure theil
claim; but even that temptation must
bc resisted, because it struck at the
very policy of the country, and the
security of the public had in those il-
stitutions, by its being known that the
whole policy of the country was agaislt
allowing them to become trading insth
tutions under any circumstance. ie
did not know whether this bank had
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rcally become liable to the charge
made against it. The fact that there
had been an action taken, ought not to
interfere with the discussion of the
general policy of Parliament with
respect to banks. He would set aside
the scieri facias altogether, as
an extreme measure. The hon. mem-
ber for South Bruce had said
there were three remedies which
might be resorted to without destroy-
ing the charter. Two of thora were
no remedies at all to the publie
generally. One of them was informa-
tion fyled by a stockholder. No stock-
holder would take any steps for the
pu'rpose of destroying his own bank.

MR. BLAKE: It is a remedy to
confine the Corporation to its legiti-
timate business.

Sia JORN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. gentleman was rig'ht. How-
ever, the stockholders would be
interested in not preventing such
institutions from carrying on trading
business, which had for its object the
saving of the bank from loss. There
thon remained only the one course,
suggested by the hon. member for
South Bruce, namely, the information
fyled by the Attorney-General, as
Attorney-General in the publie interest.
That was a matter which must at once
press upon the attention of the Govern-
ment, and especially upon the Minister
of Finance, who was responsible, as it
were, for the whole of our monetary
system. Last Fall the Minister of
Justice was applied to- for a writ of
scieri facias, and for the reasons given
by the ex.Minister of Justice, he (Sir
John A. Macdonald) thought it would
have been well had he paused before
refusing to grant th:s specific applica-
tion. He thought the necessity was
then forced upon him to enquire
whether any legal means were at
hand to protect the public policy of
the Legislature and of the country.
Hlere was an allegation that, year
after year, a banking institution had
been a trading institution, so much
'0 that it was alleged it had taken
out and registered a trade mark. Th at
had been stated to the Government,
and yet no steps had been taken by
the Government. They should have
at once taken steps. if the country

had an established policy with respect
to banking institutions, itwas the busi-
ness of the Government to carry out
that policy, and to punish any infringe-
ment of it. lie did not agree with the
idea that every banking institution, or
other corporation, necessarily forfeited
its charter by committing an act be-
yond the powers of its charter; but
when a strong specific charge of this
nature was made, as long as six or
eight months ago, itought not to have
been thrown back upon the parties
applying for this remedy by scieri facias.
Those parties should not have been
told that no scieri facias would be
granted, and, at same time, that no
other remedy would be granted. He
hoped the Government would look into
this question.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said ho was
quite aware there was a great deal of
force in the remarks of the right hon.
member for Kingston, as to the ex-
treme impolicy of allowing corpora-
tions to carry on business outside their
charter. It was distinctly prohibited
by law and was contrary to the general
policy relating to banks. The facts
mentioned by the hon. membor for
Carleton (Mr. Rochester), had only
thon came to his notice. He would
take an early opportunity of conferring
with the hon. the Minister of Justice
with a view to decide what course to
adopt. It was quite true that in times
gone by, a good doal of this kind of
thing had prevailed, and ho was not
aware that any action had ever been
taken. With reference to the reme-
dies suggested by the hon. member for
South Bruce, although it was techni-
cally true that persons having a large
interest in a bank would not likely at-
tempt to restrain it, still any person
who choce to possess himself of a
single share would have an absolute,
indefoasible riglht, under the existing
law, to apply to a court of jurisdiction
to obtain an injunction to restrain the
bank. le was not disposed to con-
travene the position taken by the right
hon. member for Kingston, that when
facts of this kind were brought to the
knowledge of the Government,it might,
and probably would, become expedient
for the Government to take action in
some way or other.
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MR. PALMER said the last state-
ment of law was inaccurate. An in-
junction was a discretionary power,
and the moment it was proved the
share had been purchased for the pur-
pose of obtaining an injunction, it
would be refused.

Ma. ROCHESTER said be was glad
the hon. the Minister of Finance had
promised to look into the matter. He
would only make one more remark
with regard to this suit in Chancery.
He wanted to tell the House distinctly
that the parties who had to do with
this, had nothing whatever to do with
a suit in chancery. If there was such
a thing, it was simply a bogus affair
entered by the assignee put in pos-
session of the property by La Banque
Nationale.

Motion agreed to.

MAILS ON THE LONDON, HURON AND
BRUCE RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Ma. GREENWAY moved for copies
of all cori espondence or petitions with
reference to transferring the mails on
the London, Huron and Bruce Rail-
way. He said ho wished to draw the
attention of the hon. the Postmaster-
General to the deficient mail accommo-
dation in his section of the country.
The London, Huron and Bruce Rail-
way had been qpened in 1876, yet, up
to the present, no mails had been
carried over that lino, but the old-
fashioned stage-coach had been con-
tinued. Froni one of the stations,
Exeter, which had a population of
2,000, it took three days to receive an
answer to a letter. The mail left
London in the morning at eight
o'clock, and reached Exeter, 30 miles
distant, at six o'clock the same day.
He hoped this state of things would
not be allowed to exist any longer.
About a year ago the Great Western
Railway Company, which had taken
charge of this lino as part of its system,
had put on a mail train, expecting, ho
presumed, that the mails would soon
pass over this line; but it appeared
that, having been disappointed, the
company now proposed to remove this
train. He had in his hand letters

hich had been reeitly sent him, one
MR. CARTWRIGHT.

from Exeter, signed by 90 business
men of that place, and a second from
another point, signed by the
same number of persons, urging
the necessity of at once secur-
ing the mail subsidy, in order
that this train, which was of
such great importance to the com-
munity, might not be removed. 11e
thought that this matter only needed
mentioning to show that this state of
things ought not to be allowed to con-
tinue any longer, and the hon. the
Postmaster-General should at once take
this matter into consideration and have
it remedied.

MR. HUNTINGTON said that this
matter had been considered in the
Department for some time past, but it
involved an expenditure of money
which it was not convenient to make
last year. He hoped that Parliament
would so far approve of the estimates
to be submitted as to enable him short-
ly to tell the bon. gentleman his inten-
tion in this respect. At pregent le
must content himself with expressing
a hope that at the beginning of the next
fiscal year, this service, which was un-
doubtly necessary for the public con-
venience, would be commenced. He
alEo trusted that the hon. gentleman.
with this assurance, would not press to
have the papers brought down, as he
dared say that the hon. gentleman
would see that this was not necessary
under the circumstances.

MR. GREENWAY said he had hoped
that the hon. gentleman could have
seen his way clear to remedy this diffi-
culty sooner, but having this assur-
ance, he did not desire to press for the
papers.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

PERMANENT AND EXTRA CLERKS AND
MESSENGERS.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

MR. PALMER, for MR. KIRKPAT-
RICK, moved for an order of House,
that the Clerk do lay on the table a
statement shewing the ages, names,
present salaries and length of service
of each officer and permanent clerk
in his -Department; also, the ages,
names and salaries or daily pay, with

Business.(COMMONS.]
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date of employment and date when
ray commenced, of the sessional or
extra clerks at present employed in
the service of the House; also, a state-
ment by the Sergeant-at-Arms shewing
the ages, names, salaries or daily pay
and length of service of messengers and
others in his Department, whether
employed permanently or otherwise.

Motion agreed to.

WELLAND CANAL IMPROVEMENTS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

MR. JONES (South Leeds) moved
for a Return of all railway plant, ma-
chinery, tools, implements and mer-
chandize imported in bond for use by
contractors, or others, on the Welland
Canal improvements at the portsof Port
Colborne, Clifton, and St. Catharines,
from lst July, 1874, to lst January,
1878. He said he had good authority
for stating that a large quantity of
material, labouring plant, and a large
number of steam excavators, steam
pumps, horses, carts and implements of
all descriptions had been brought in
on the Niagara frontier for the use of
contractors on the Welland Canal, on
which very little duty, if any, was
paid, owing to their being brought in,
in hand, or allowed to come in on suf-
ferance, owing to the laiity of the Cus-
toms cicials on that frontier. The
contractors on this work were princi-
pally Americans, and they liked to
use their own plant, machinery and
tools. The distance to the frontier
was only some 10 or 12 miles; the
cars were constantly passing to and
fro; and they very easily got
in this plant, on which very
little duty, if any, was paid,This entailed very great loss, if it were
true, not only on the customs revenue,
but also on the manufacturers and
people of this country. He knew very
Well that when Canadians were fortun-
ate enough to secure contracts in the
Lnited States, they bad to pay duty to
tbe htst farthing on their labouringplant

e'carts and steam pumps, ettc.,
Whi(h they took over; and he consider-
ci that when American contractors
secured any work in this country, they
should be treated in the saine manner.
le made this motion in order to direct

the attention of the Customs Depart-
mont to this matter. This system pre-
vailed not only in this portion but also
in other portions of the frontier of the
Dominion.

Mi. BURPEE (St. John), said that,
so far as he was aware, the hon. gentle-
man was misinformed. The system
which the hon. gentleman mentioned
had not been allowed to exist during
the last two or three years, during
whicb period they had collected, if he
was correcdy informed, duty on all
this material that was brought into this
country. They had collected some-
thing like $18,000 in duty on plant and
material that came in at these points.
He might say that two or three years
ago, the system referred to was per-
mitted, and contractors were allowed
to bring in their plant and horses, carts
and tools of various kinds in bond, and
to use them until exported when the
law was cncelled. Of course, there was
a large amount of this material not yet
exported which was imported during
1872 and 1873, but which was said to
be exported; and they were trying to
find out the exact facts of the case.
During the past three years this prac-
tice had been entirely stopped, and so
far as they knew, there was no material
now coming in, no matter whether
for a week or a day, on which
duty was not paid; and this rule had
been enforced not only at Clifton
and Port Colborne, but also at every
other point in the Dominion. The
duty on all goods brought in by con-
tractors was collected to the utmost
extent, and a valuation was taken.
The returns would show the exact state
ofaffairs.

Ma. NORRIS said he thought that
the return should go back to, and in-
clude 1870, in order to enable a fair
comparison to be made.

Ma. JONES: 1 merely wish to
draw the attention of the Department
to this matter.

Ma. BURPEE: Will the hon.
gentleman allow the motion to be
amended to go back to 1870 ?

Ma. JONES: Certainly.
Ma. CURRIER said ho would like

to know whether a valuation was put
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upon the plant which the hon. gentle-
man said was imported prior to three
years ago, and whether this naterial
was valued when exported. If tlis was
done, duty should, in fairness, be paid
on the difference between these valu-
ations.

MR. BURPEE said that the valuation
was made on entry in warehouse, or in
bond, and this would be given in the
return. but he did not know whether a
valuation was made wben the material
was sent out of the country. He
would ascertain this, if possible.

MR. PLUMB said that the return
would be valueless if the old material,
when taken back, was not valued.
There then was no use in the valuation
at all. lie would like to know whether
duty was paid on tugs brought over,
and whether any restrictions made by
which the first preference was given to
Canadian tugs.

MR. BURPEE said ho doubted
whether the valuation at the time of ex-
port could be obtained,b it,if it were pos-
sible, he would secure it. They collected
duty on the bags brought into this
country, and a valuation was made for
the time they were used here, whether
for one or two years, or any other
period.

MR. PLUMB said that the greatest
amount of this work had been done in
the time of the hon. the Ministr of
Custcms. Work on the Welland Canal
was begun, ho believed, in 1871, and
what formed the basis of this com-
plaint or resolution arose, perhaps,
very much in this connection. Ie
could not see that anything which had
been previously done had any sort of
2pplication or reference to the matter
in hand.

MR.BUNSTER said that this question
involved a very serious consideration.
When British Columbia entered the
Dominion, it was stipulated that the
Canadian Pacifie Rtailway should ho
built, and this question had precedonce.
It appeared that Dominion funds were
being used to deepen and widen the
canals of Ontario and this part of the
Dominion, while the Canadian Pacifie
Railway was totally neglected.

MR. CURRIER.

Ma. SPEAKER: I cannot see the
relevancy of the hon. gentleman's re-
marks.

MR. BUINSTER : I ocw to the
decibion of the Chair.

MR. MACKAY (Cape Breton): I
thought British Columbia was always
in order.

MR. BUNSTER said that British
Columbia was a great deal finer coun-
try than Ontario and Quebec put
together, and, even if'Cape Breton was
included, British Columbia could
discount it. British Columbia had a
right to feel aggrieved at
the conduct of the Dominion.
When the country was mortgaged to
build canals, contrary to the contract,
the people had a right to feel aggrieved.
He thought the Welland Canal should
be left in abeyance till the Pacifie
Railroad was built.

Motion agreed to.

BRIDGE ON THlE RIVER CHAUDIERE.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. FRECHETTE moved for copics
of all correspondence in relation to the
construction of a bridge on the River
Chaudiere in the county of Lévis.

Motion agreed to.

FOREIGN TRAWLS OFF THE COAST OF
NOVA SCOTIA.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. MACKAY (Cape Breton) moved
for correspondence and petitions in the
hands of the Government respectiug
the use of trawls by foreigners off the
coasts of Nova Scotia. He said he
believed the House would concede that
this was a matter of importance. It
was alleged, and ho thought with COr-
rectness, that the use of trawls on Our
seacoasts had a damaging effect upOn
our fishories. When the bouso con-
sidered that our fisheries formed One
of our most important industries, and
that from this source were produced
last year $11,147,558-considerably
over one-half of which came from the
fisheries of Nova Scotia-it would he
seen that the protection of the fish-
eries was a matter of very great il-

portance. Under the Wabhington
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Treaty, he believed that American
fishermen had the same rights as our
own, and any rules which might be
made by the Fishery Departmcnt must
apply to them also. The use of trawls
was very mucli condemned by practi-
cal men, and from petitions now in
the hands of the Department of Marine
and Fisheries, it would be seen that in
nany places the quantity of fish had
been diminished by one-half, from this
cause alone. This was a matter which
seriously affected our fisheries-a field
fi om which we reaped where we had not
sown. Trawling, he might say was a
mode of catching fish which was prac-
tised to a considerable extent. A line
was sunk to the bottom of the sea and
attached to it were a number of short
baited lines. Fish, therefore, which
came to our coasis in search of food or
for the purpose of spawn ingwere caught
in this way, a mode which was objec-
tionable in this respect, that the mother
or seed fish, wh ich genera:ly kept some
distance from the surface were destroy-
ed before spawning. There trawls,
too, when set near the shore, prevented
fish to a very great extent from coin-
ing into our bays; and sometimes,
when, for some reason the lines could
not be got at for several days, the fish
previously caught became decayed and
drove away other fish seeking the
coast. It was true, that any immedi-
ate interference with our own fishermen
as well as Americans in this respect.
might be rather a serious matter for a
time, but when fishermen themselves
were actually clamouring for some
protection, he thought the Department
of Marine and Fisheries ought to give
its attention to the matter. 11e would
suggest that there should be a close
season during the months of May,
June and July, whon no trawling
should be allowed on our coasts. Of
Course, we have no power to prevent
trawling outside the three miles limit,
and our fishermen would be much more
advantageously situated than the
Ameriean fishermen who had to came
long distances from home. Whilst on
this subject, he might statethat in the
County of Victoria, as he had been in-
formed, farmers and others were in the
habit of killing salmon in the Fall of
the year. Indeed, he was credibly in-
formed that it was no uncommon oc-

currence for a single individual to kill
as many as 58 salmon in one" day.
Now, if this went on for some vears
our magnificent tisheries would come
to be in the same state as those of the
United States waters.

MR. KILLANi said he desired toý
remark that the question of trawls
was not a new one. le believed that,
since the hurnan race began to catch
fish, there had been a difference of
opinion between those engaged in the
business as to the propriety of adopt-
ting particular modes of fishing. le
should like to know, from the hon.
member from Cape Breton, soine clear
explanation as to the kind of fish
caught by trawls, and the season of the
year at which this was done, because,
if a close season was adopted, it would
be necessary for the House to obtain
this information. He might say that,
nearly one-half of the fibh taken in
Nova Scotia were caught by trawls,
and it would be a serious matter if that
important fishery was injured. The.
practice of trawling for fish within and
without the three miles limit, had been
carried on for many years with great
advantage. To do away with the prac-
tice woul l, he thought, reduce the-
number of fish caught by 25 per cent.
Fishing by means of trawls had been
carried on for years in the North Sea,
near the coasts of Great Britain, for
many years, and the number of fish
there was as great, seemingly, as when
the carlier descendants of Adam first
fished in those waters. H1e admitted
that the indiscriminate use of trawls in
estuaries might be prejudicial at a cer-
tain season, but, on the whole, he
thought the conplaints urgod regard-
ing trawling were more imaginary than
real.

MR. DAVIES said Professor Baird,
the great American authority on mat-
ters connected with fishing, had ex-
pressed the opinion that the use of
trawls was not very destructive of
fish, for this reason, that fish coming
into shallow waters to spawn were
generally in a sickly condition, and
did not readily take the hook.
Now, with regard to the Gulf fisheries,
he was aware that a general feeling
prevailed among fishermen that the
trawl-fishing was destructive to the
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mother fish. Professor Baird spoke
very strongly with regard to these
pounds, which projected out Po freely
along the shores. He said this system
lad destroyed the fisheries of the
United States, and would destroy our
fisheries. No regulation regarding
trawls would be of much service, be-
cause three miles from our shores the
Americans and other foreigners would
still bo at liberty to fish.

MR. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said
the position he took was this: that,
during the months of May, June and
July a close season should be estab.
lished, so that these said fish-and be
spoke particularly in reference to cod-
fish-should be enabled to spawn. If
the hon. member for Yarmouth would
glance at the large number of petitions
f rom the Province of Nova Scotia upon
this matter, he would see that the
average catch of fish there had been
reduced to one-half, and the fishermen
ascribed this to the use of trawls along
the coasts.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH said there
was certainly a great difference of
opinion as to the effect of trawls. Pro-
fessor Baird, for instance, thought
trawl-fishing did no injury whatever;
on the western part of Nova Scotia the
fishermen themselves thought it was no
harm; but, on the eastern coast, they
thought it was destructive. It would
be useless to stop trawl fishing, or to
adopt a close season, when they would
be inoperative beyond the three-mile
limit. He had copies of the correspon-
dence on the subject, and would lay it
on the table.

Ma. MITCHELL said he agreed with
the hon. the Minister of Fisheries, and
believed that five-sixths of the fish
taken was beyond the three-mile limit,
nind, consequently, beyond their juris-
diction.

Motion agreed to.

COW BAY BREAKWATER.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

MR. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
moved for a copy of return of expendi-
ture, in detail, of money expended on
the breakwater at Cow Bay for the
year 1877; giving the names of all
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persons who performed any work on
that breakwater, stating the amount of
wages paid each person per day; also
the quantity of timber purchased, and
the price paid for it, and to whom;
also salary, commission, or wages of
Superintendent of Work, and vouchers
for payment.

Motion agreed to.

VALUATORS EMPLOYED ON INTER-
COLONIAL RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

MR. LANGEVIN, for Mi. Roy,
moved for a statement shewing the
names of the valuators employed on
the line of the Intercolonial Railway,
in the counties of Temiscouata and
Rimouski, for the purchase of lands,the
amount of damages assessed; the period
of time during which such valuators
were employed and the salary paid to
each of them in the several cases.

Motion agreed to.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker
left the Chair.

After Recess.

STAMPS ON PROMISSORY NOTES BILL.-
[BILL No. 4.]

(Mr. Irving.)

THIRD READING.

House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of the Whole on the said Bill.

(In the Committe.)

Ma. BLAIN askedhow it was that a
Bill of this kind, which affected the
revenue of the country, was in the
bands of a private member. It seemed
to hini that it was in violation of the
54th clause of the British North
America Act, and ot the Rules of the
flouse.

MR. GUTHRIE said that it had been
explained by the hon. member for
Iamilton (Mr. Irving), who had in-
troduced the Bill, that certain anoma-
lies bad been found in practice In
regard to the Stamp Act, and this Bill
was introduced for the purpose of re-
moving certain doubts. fe (Mr.

[COMMONS.] Business.
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G-uthric) thought that any private
Inember might properly introduce a
Bill to amend the law, and though it
might possibly affect the revenue, the
general effect of the Bill was to im-
prove the law relating to stamps on
bills and notes.

)IR. BLAIN said he thought the
well understood practice of ihe House
was that Bills affecting the revenue
should first receive the sanction of the
Government. He believed there had
been cases where the rule had been
relaxed, but it seemed to him that this
was a case where the rule should be
insisted upon.

MR. MACDOUGALL (East Elging
said the Bill had been carefully con-
sidered, and he saw no objection to its
passing, although it would, perhaps,
be better to abolish the tax alto-
gether.

MR. PALMER said this Bill came in
nider the 54th section of the British

North America Act, and, therefore,
the condition of that section, not hav-
ing been complied with, the Bill was
out of order.

MR. GUTHIRIE said the 54th sec-
tion provided that it shall not be law-
ful for the Hlouse of Commons to pass
any vote, resolution, address or Bill,
for the appropriation of any part of the
public revenue or of any tax or impost
to any purpose without having been
first recoaimended to that House by
message of the Governor-General.
This was not an appropriation of
money to any particular purpose. It
rather came under the 53rd section
which provided that bills for appro-
priating any part of the public
revenue or for imposing any tax or
impost shall originate in the House of
Comnmons.

Ma. TUPPER said that one of the
clauses, the 3rd, distinctly imposed a
tax that did not now exist. On the
427th page of May, it was stated that
Preeisely the same principle which
applied to the appropriating of money
applid to the imposition of a tax,
May said :-

"The Houses are as stanch in proceedings
for levying a tax as they are in granting

0oney, and it is the practice, without any

exception, for all Bills that distinctly impose
such a charge on the people to originate in
the Committee of the V hole House."

He took it that the objection taken by
the hon. inember for West York, was
entirely fatal to proceeding with this
Bill, which should bave originated by
resolution in Committee of the Whole
House. This Stamn Act had occasion-
ed a great deal of difficulty in the
country; and if there was any class of
legislation that the Government ought
to take charge of, it was that which
relates to the stampduties. If the Bill
was to be proceeded witb, it should be
taken up by the Government, and these
different measures and amendments
should be amalgamated in a plain and
intelligible Bill that would be compre-
hended by the general public.

MR. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
that this question should only be
brought up while-tho Speaker was in
the Chair. The Bill was before the
Committee and should be disposed of
Besides, a question like this should
have been raised before the second
reading. In support of this position
he would draw attention to May, page
454, where it was laid down, that in
preparing Bills, care should be taken
that they did not contain provisions
not authorized by orders of leave;
that the titles correspond with the
orders of leave, and that they were
prepared in proper form. If it should
appear during the progress of a Bill
that these rules had not been observed,
the House would order it to be with-
drawn. Such objections, however,
should be taken before the second
reading. It had not been the practiee
to order Bills to be withdrawn after
they had been committed, on account
of any irregularity which could not be
cured, while the Bill was in Committee,
or on recommittal. He would further
remark that the hon.member for Hamil-
ton (Mr. Irving) had introduced a pro-
cisely si milar Bill last Session. The hon.
gentleman had certainly precedent and
authority for his proceeding. He took
it that it was not necessary for an Act
referring to bills of exchange to orig-
inate in Committee of the Whole
House.

MR. MACLOUGALL (East Elgin)
said he failed to see that anything in
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this Bill effected the revenue. There
was not the slightest intention to
appropriate any tax by means of' this
Bill. He did not think that if it was
desirable to adopt this measure on its
merits, it should be thrown out on the
objection taken by the hon. member for
West York.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that this discussion was altogether out
of order. The Committee had simply
to settle the clauses of the Bill. The
House only could deal with the point
raised.

MR. PA LMER said that he disagreed
with the right hon. gentleman. It was
hardly worth while to consume two or
three hours in discussing this Bill, if it
was perfectly clear that it would have
to be tbrown out. He would refer hon.
gentlemen to the 86th and 88th Rules
of the liouse in support of bis position
that this measure could not go any
further. le would ask the bon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay whether any
private member could bring in a Bill
to tax the people of this country?

MR. HOLTON said that he bad not
heard the discussion, and he was rot
prepared to say whether this point of
order was well taken or not. lHe
entirely agreed with the right hon.
member for Kingston that this discus-
sion in Committee was irregular and
quite out of place.

MR. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said,
for a precedent as to the introduction
of a measure of this sort by a private
member, he would reler lion. gentle-
men to Bansard of last year.

MR. McCARTHY: I rise to a point
of order.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think that the
only question under discussion is the
preamble of the Bill, the clauses were
all passed the other night.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
clauses were adopted and the preanible
held over.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: Clause laio. 2
certainly stood over, because a point
was raised as to whether there was not
a danger to the revenue in the event of
its being passed, and I agreed to take
it into consideration.

Mn. MACDOUGALL.

Ma. McDOUGALL (South 1Renfrew)
said when the Bill was previously be-
fore the House, he raised the objection.
that if the 2nd clause was passed par.
ties residing in Canada might, through
their agents, date drafts from the
United States for the purpose of evad-
ing payment of stamps. le thought
this second clause should be held over
till another Session.

Mn. GUTHRIE said that, as having
charge of the Bill in the absence of the
promoter, he could not allow it to be
held over on such an objection.

Mn. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) sug-
gpsted that these words should be in-
serted, " And not discounted or trans-
ferred in Canada."

Ma. BLAIN said it seemed to him
the House was proceeding contrary to
the 56th clause of the British North
America Act.

Mt. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) : Irise
to a point of order. It seems to me
that point bas already been decided.

THE CHAIRMAN: I decided that
the only question before the flouse was
the preamble. At the same time any
hon. member can move that a clause
be re-opened for discussion.

MR. McDOUGALL (Renfrew): I
move that the 2nd clause be considered
by the Committee.

Motion agreed to.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said that tO
prevent loss to the revenue these words
had better be added: "Unlcss the
same be negotiated in Canada." This
would prevent any attempt to defraud
the revenue.

Sia JOB N A. MACDONAL D said if
it was shown that by having negotiable
securities dated and made payable in a
foreign country, there was a fraudulent
evasion of the law, the validity of these
documents would be destroyed. Bat
if a bill or promissory note was drawn
in England, France or the United
States, by parties thore, and made pay-
able in these countries, its validity wa
recognized by the comity of nations.

MR. MACKENZIE said the questionl
as to the right of the question and the
policy were two different things. Of
course, it would never do to impose
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the tax of a new stamp every time a
rote changed hands. On the other
hapd, a note made abroad and brought
here for the purpose of nogotiation
might be stamped.

MR. McCARTHY said the hon. gen-
tileman must know that a promissory
note was of no value unless properly
stamped; therefore, this would protect
any robbery of the revenue in that
respect.

Ma.MAcDOUGALL(SouthRenfrew)
roved that the second clause be struck
out.

Motion agreed to.

.Mi. MITCHELL thought it would
be better to strike out the whole Bill,
and bring in a comprehensive measure
that would ineorporate the other
Stamp Acts now in operation.

Mi. PLUMB suggested that it would
be botter te have the Bill withdrawn.

Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-
ported.

louse resunied.
Bill reported.
Amendment read thefirst tine.

MR. GUTHRIE moved the second
rcading of the amendments.

Ma. KILLAM objected to two stages
bcing taken.

MR. SPEAKER: The rule prohihits
Bills being read more than once on one
day, except in case of urgency, but
t does net prevent taking two stages.

Ma. BLAIN rose to a point of
order. It was not competent for
the louse to proceed further with this
Bill. le called attention to the 54th
section of the British North America
Act, and to the 86th Rule of this
House, and contended that, under the
tirst section of this Bill, it was clear
that such an impost was to be imposed
4s would bring the measure within
the rules of the House and the section
Of the Act to which he had referred.

Ma. GUTIIRIE said the Bill im-
posed no new tax. The tax was
unposed by the Stamp Act. The first
section merely described what should
be a sufficient standing to comply with
the present law.

SiR JOHIN A. MACDONALD said
he did not think the first clause was
open to the objection taken. It in no
way imposed any additional burden,
but the 3rd section did.

Ma. PALMER contended that no
private member could introduce a
Bill affecting the revenue. Besides,
this was an interference with, the trade
of the country, as it allowed people to
make good paper which would now
be invalid.

Mi MacKAY (Cape Breton) said
the objection came too late, and was,
therefore, out of order. According to
May, all such objections should come
before the second reading.

MR. SPEAKER: The whole ques-
tion occurs to me at the present
moment in this light. In the first
place, I may say that the 54th Clause
of the British North America, 1867,
has no bearing whatever, in my opinion,
on the case. It relates merely to ap-
propriations. Hon. members in read-
ing it over rather cursorily are led
into a mistake, owing to its peculiar
reading which is as follows :-" It shall
not be lawful for the House of Com-
mions to adopt or pass any Vote, Reso-
lution, Address or Bill for the appro-
priation of any part of the Public
Revenue, or of any tax or impost, to
any purpose that has not been first
recommended to that louse by Mes-
sage of the Governor-General in the
Ses:.ion in which each Vote, Resolu-
tion, Address or Bill is proposed."
This clause does not beur on the
question of the imposition of taxes at
all, it merely relates to appropriations.
The general law of Parliament, how-
ever, is very clear-that whenever it
is proposed to impose a new tax, this
should only be dono by the Govern-
ment. But we have, ourselves, here a
Rulle relating to the mode in which
Bills of this kind shall be introduced.
The 88th Raie is as follows:-" If any
motion be made in the louse for any
public aid or charge upon the people,
the consideration and debate thereof
may not be presently entered upon,
but shall be adjourned till such further
day as the flouse shall think fit to
appoint; and then it shall be referrel
to a Committee of the Whole House,
befora any Resolution or Vote of the
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louse do pass thereupon." Under
this Rule it is clearly neces-
sary that any measure purporting to
impose a duty on the people, should be
introduced in the first place by Reso-
lution of the Coinmittee of the Whole
louse. On that point there can be no

doubt whatever. Now the only ques-
tion that arises is whether this Bill, if
passed, would or would not impose an
additional tax on the people. This
question was raised soon after the Bill
was introduced, possibly on the second
reading, and then the hon. mover
stated distinctly to the flouse that it
would not impose any additional bur-
den, that it required no additional
stamps to be attached to any instru-
ment whatever, and that ho introduced
it merely for the purpose of removing
doubts which had arisen in some of the
Courts as to the value to be attached
to the re-stamping of foreign bills of
Exchange accepted in this country.
He stated-and nobody seemed to con-
tradict him, and none of the lawyers
in the House did so-that it had been
the practice, and this was again stated
this evening, that where parties in this
country received foreign bills of ex-
change which had not the required
stamps in the first instance, to put on
double stamps; that suits had arisen
on notes and bills so stamped
and that some doubt existed
in the Courts as to whether this put-
ting on of the double stamp did or did
not give validity to the note. If that
were so, this would be merely an ex-
planatory Act, which did not croate
any new burden, but simply defined
what the law was. It occurred to him
that the matter stands in this way; if
this Bill now before the House provided
that certain stamps should be attached
to foreign bills of exchange in certain
cases, that in other cases double stamps
might be affixed, and that unless in the
first instance a proper stamp were
affixed, or unless in the other case
double stamps were affixed, the note
would be valueless,then ho thought that
it would impose a tax on the people ;
but as it stands at present, the penalty
was clearly inoperative. If a foreign
bill of exchange cornes into the hand
of an innocent holder not stamped at
all or insufficiently stamped, it is value-
less, absolutely valueless, and if the

MR. SPEAKER.

doubts that are entertained are weil
foKnded as to the right to put double
stamps on, thon he cannot possibly
render that valuable, and it cannot cer-
tainly, to that individual, be a tax or
burden, that ho may make that which
the law declares otherwise worthless,
to bave a fair value by a certain oper-
ation. The question was one rather for
a Law Court than for a Speaker of the
flouse of Commons to determine. it
was very much to be regretted that this
Bill was not, in the first instance, intro-
duced by Resolution, and if ho had thon
been consulted on the subject, he would
have advised it; but as the matternow
stands, ho could not perceiv that if the
Bill passed it would impose any but-
den on anybody. The only persons
who would pay the duty were the per-
sons rolieved by affixing the stamps to
the bil, and who would thus be en-
abled to collect the face value of the
instrument.

Amendment read the second time and
agreed to.

Bill real the third tine and passed.

LAW OF EVIDENCE AMENDMENT BILL.
[BILL No. 40.]

(Mr. Kirkpatrsck)

TRIRD READING.

Bill considered in Committee, re-
ported, read the third tine, and passed.

BUILDING SOCIETIES LAW AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BILL No. 55.]

(Jfr. Gibbs, South Ontario)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second tine.

LOAN OF 1876.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming consideration Of
the proposed motion of Mr. MoCarthy,
for an Order of the liouse for state-
ment respecting the loan of 1876, read.

MR. CARTWRIGHT : I do not pro-
pose to detain the Hcuse further with
the discussion of this point. I will
simply say that I have no objection to
the 1st, 4th, 5th, and 6th items of this
loan ; the 2nd and 3rd I cannot agree
to, for the simple reason, in the first
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place, that I have not got the informa-
tion required; and I doubt, indeed,
whether it continues in existence at
this louse. The House is aware that
such information was not granted in
the case of previous loans.

MR. PLUMB said that after the able
remarks of the hon. member for Cum-
berland, ho would not have addressed
the fouse had it not been for the re-
marks of the Finance Minister. The
principal points in the discussion were,
the manner in which the loan was
floated, and the scale of interest that it
had been alleged had been saved. The
very action of the Government in re-
quiring that all contracts should be
made by tender was an argument that
the loan should have been floated by
tender. It was the contention of the
Opposition that had the loan been
made at the proper time and in the
open market it would have been more
favourable for Canada. The hon. mem-
ber for Cumbeiland had alreadyshown
that the price of the Australian loan
was higher than the ruling quotation
for small amounts upon the open
market. This great Dominion, ho
held, ought to have a high character
and credit in the markets of the world.
That credit might have been injured
by the financial statements of the
Finance Minister at a time when, if
ever,the silver side of the shield should
be shown. A great many of the diffi.
culties of Canada in respect to the
negotiations of public securities were
no doubt owing to the Finance Minis-
ter's injudicious statements in his
initial Budget Speech, and it was no
wonder capitalists should have been
alarmed by them. The loan of 1876 wps
negotiated under peculiarly favourable
circumstances, so far as the English
market was concerned, for railway
securities had grown into disfavour,anîd a large amount of money was lying
idle in the coffers at London.
There was a great plethora of money
il' the financial centres, there was a
a distrust of foreign loans and securi-
ties, a low rate of interest was ruling,
and capitalists were anxious to get safe
investments. The Finance Minister
had said that the peculiar juncture at
Which this loan was put on the market
Was the only time at which a loan

could have been effected. There were
certainly complications in Europe, but
to-day, notwithstanding the rumours
that led to the supposition that a war
was inevitable, there was no great
decline in the public securities. The
loan should have been effected by ten
der and the credit of Canada tested.
Had that been done the bonds would
have been more scattered among the
people, they would be subject to less
fluctuations, and there would be less
danger of any great fluctuations bring-
ing down the prices. As it was, they
had been put into the hands
of those who were at once
affected by any fluctuation in the
market, and that being the case, if a
fluctuation occurred, it would be most
damaging to the creditof Canada. The
Finance Minister had stated that it was
impossible for those who took the loan
to make anything but a small profit.
He (Mr. Plumb) held that they could
make a large profit. The loan netted
89, and the price quoted to-day, includ-
ing accrued interest, was about 92. If
any one having sufficient credit had
taken a large sum at the price at which
the loan was floated, ho would have
made not only the difference between
the price at which ho took the loan, and
the price which it bears now, bat there
would have been a profit out of the in-
terest of at least two or two and a half
per cent. by holding the bonds for a
year or eighteen months. He could
have borrowed at the current rate of
intorest, and could have received four
per cent. on his money by taking up
portions of the Finance Minister's
bonds, which would have left him a
margin of two or two and a half per
cent. He had not proposed to criticize
the loan severely, but considering the
statements of the Finance Minister
there was no wonder if the credit of
the country was low. In connection
with the general negotiation of the
loan, very misleading statements had
been made. It had been stated, among
other things, that a very material sav-
ing had been effected by the four per
cent. loans. It had been calculated
that the four per cent. loans were made
at par, but it must be remembered that
for every $10,000, $8,900 were received
into the Public Treasury. Secondly, it
was to be remembered that any state-
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ment which represented the four per
cent. was entirely misleading, for the
truth was that the loan cost really Q¾
per cent., as he (Mr. Plum b) h ad showii
before. Instead of calculating, there-
fore, at four per cent., the calculation
must be made at 4î. The Finance
Minister, dnring his summer campaign,
made the statement that the rate of
interest had been considerably lowered
by him, and that where for every $100
we borrowed we paid $5.87 some years
ago, we were only paying $4.64 now,
Or, in other words, the rate of interest
had been reduced by nearly 12 percent.
Now the PuLlie Accounts were made to
show that the average rate of interest
-was $4.86, but that was wrong, as th e
foIlowing calculation would show:-In
1873 the debt bearing six per cent.
was $46,445,571, in 1877 the debt
bearing six per cent. was $S6,436,146,
showing a decrease of $10,009,225.
The debt bearing interest at 4 per cent.
in 1873 was $12,182,426; that bearing
the same rate of interest in 1877 was
$66,048,861, shovingan increase since
1873 of $53,866,435. Of this four cent
debt about $19,060,000 would appear
to be composed of the Imperial guar-
anteed loan. The balance consisted of
a loan of 1874, $19,466,666, and several
minor items amounting to $1,306,435.
All these loans were made at a discount
of 9 to 10 per cent., including com-
missions. In 1874, the following sums
appeared against the loan in the Pub-
lic Accounts, $2,212,796; in 1876,
$304,508; in 1877, $1,168,803, making
a total of $3,686,107, or a little over ten
per cent. on $36,500,000. Therefore,
on a comparison of the rate of interest
payable on the debt of 1873, as against
that of 1877, the debt $133,208,699
must be reduced by the $3,686,107,
which made $129,522,592. And to the
interest actually paid, $6,483,727, must
be added two per cent., the difference
between six and four per cent. on the
sum of $1,009,225 transferred from the
six per cent. loan, $200,185. That
gave the whole interest payable on the
debt as $6,683,912. That was 5.16 per
cent. on $129,522,592, instead of 4.86
as shown in the Public Accounts, or
0.04 per cent, more than the rate of
interest in 1873, when it was 5.12.
Under any circunistances, there could
bo no doubt that the statement as to

MR. PLUMB.

the reduction by the Finance Minister
was perfectly untenable. The com-
parisons by the Finance Minister of
these loans with those of foreign coun.
tries were also unjust, because of the
fact ofour connection with the Mother
Country. Ie deplored the fact that
the Finance Minister had no proposi.
sition to make to meet the deficits that
were constantly occurring.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
ho believed the custom had been to
refuse the names, though ho could not
sec the reason for it.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said ho did not,
himself, attach any very great import
ance to the giving and withholding of
the names, but the agents who con-
tracted the loan had conducted it
according to the usual London custom,
which would not permit them to give
the names.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

House adjourned at
Twenty minutes before

Twelve o'clock.

IOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, April 25th, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Thrve
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS BILL.
[BrLL No. 20.]

(Mfr. Laflamme.)

TIIIRD READING.

MR..BURPEE (Sunbury) said that,
in accordance with the notice ho had
given, ho begged to move that the said
Bill be re-committed to a Committee of
the Whole, with instructions that they
have power to amend the same, by in-
serting the following new clause:-
" Whon in any Province a non-resident
elector is entitled by the laws in force
in the Province to notify to the proper
officer his selection of a polling district
for polling his vote, such notice for any
election to the House of Commons may
be given to the Returning Officer for
not less than eight days before the
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nomination, and the name of such
elector shall thereupoi be entered on
the list of voters for the selected poll-
ing district, and erased from any other
list of voters for the Electoral District."
11e believed that this would only apply
to New Brunswick, for he was informed
that in Ontar-io and Quebec voters
vûted in the polling districts where
the r property was situated. He was
not aware of the law in the other Pro-
vinces, but in New Brunswick, electors
were allowed by the local law to select
their own polling districts any day be-
fore the 24th day of the December
preceding the election. Noii-resident
electors, by written notification to the
Sheriff of the county, should have their
naines traisferred from the shiretown
list to any list they chose, as, under the
local law in that Province, any number
of agents could be appointed by the
candidate, and the universal practice
had been for the candidates on the day
of nomination to appoint the non-resi-
dent electors who wished their names
transferred from the shiretown list to
any particular polling district, as their
agents, in the polling districts where
they wished to vote. This being the
case, no transfers were taken on the
24th day of December, and this would,
1o a great extent, disfranchise these
ion-resident voters. Their number

varied from 160 to 400 in each county.
Ti)ere were 232 in his own
county. If no such provision

ls he proposed were made, one
polling booth or two polling
booths extra would be required at each
ýhiretown for non-resident voters, who
would be by this measure practically
disfranchized, because, under the law
establishing simultaneous polling, theycould not, of' course, attend in two dis-
tricts on polling day, unless facilities
for doing so were provided. He
thought that no objection should be
ta1ken to this motion, which was
ilitended to facilitate the recording of
their votes by non-resident voters.

UR. MITCHELL said he did not see
the necessity tbr this proposition from
the reasons given by the hon. gentle-
man. 11He had heard no reason to show
wby this selection should be madeeight days before the nomination. It
was Cuite customary for members to
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bc returned by acclamation, of which
fact he was a iiving exa mple, and why
should people be troubled with this
formality when they believed that
their votes might not be required. He
could, however, understand, that this
provision might prove advantageous
in a pocket-borough, like the constitu-
ency which the hon. gentleman repre-
sented, and whieh lie (Mr. Mitchell)
coUld canvass every morning before
breakfast. He did not believe that the
elections would occur before Septem-
ber or November, though the hon.
gentleman might be better informed,
and it was possible that that they
would take place in June, in which
event, as this law would net be thon in
circulation, this amendnent might aid
the hon. gentleman to the disadvan-
tage of his opponent. He did not
think that any change in the present
law, which worked very well, was
desirable.

Mt. BURPEE (Sunbury) said ho
would not refer to the terms in which
the hon. gentleman had alluded to bis
constituency,which was too well-known
and too respectable to require any
defence at his hands. He did not desire
to change the law or practice in any
respect. This proposition only allowed
non-resident electors to select the
polls at which they desired to vote,
eight days before the nomination, giv-
ing the returning officer ample time
to make up his lists. It was only in-
tended for the convenience of non-
resident electors.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that ho did net know anything about
the merits of the case; but this was a
rather extraordinary interference with
a Government measure. They were
not aware what course the Governi-
ment proposed to adopt with respect
to this proposition. He understood
that the hon. gentleman had previously
communicated his proposition to the
Government, and the hon. gentleman
had been guilty of want of respect to
the House in not communicating it to
hon. members, as this was the third
reading of the Bill.

MR. BURPEE (Sunbury) said their
attention was not called to this matter
until on the last occasion when this
measure was before the louse, when
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he had communicated with the Gov-
ernment in this regard.

MR. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman asked that the Bill be not read
the third time, as he Lad an amend-
ment which he wished to propose. I
asked to see it, and I did see it. This
was only the day before yesterday,
and be announced his intention at any
rate of moving it.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
they had not been informed as to the
character of the proposed amendment.
The bon. gentleman ought not to have
taken the House by surprise in this
manner. He thought, as a matter of
justice to the House, this resolution
should be alowed to stand over till
to-morrow, in order that it might be
considered.

SmR ALBERT J. SMITH said, as
the law stood in New Brunswick at
present, a non-resident elector had to
notify to the Sheriff, on some day pre-
vious to the 24th December preceding
the election, that he desired to vote,
not in the shiretown, but some
other polling place. Now, he
presumed that very few non-
resident electors made a selection
beforo the 24th December, and what
the mover of the amendment proposed
iwas that a voter should give notice to
the sheriff in writing, before the nom-
ination day, that he wished to vote at
some place nearer where he resided,
instead of going 90 or 100 miles off to
the shiretown for the purpose of vot-
ing.

MR. KIRK said the Bill affected
Nova Scotia as well as New Brunswick.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
if it was the case that the amendment
affected the other Provinces, besides
New Brunswick, that was an additional
reason why time should be given for its
consideration.

Mu. MACKENZIE said there was no
doubt a good deal in what the hon.
gentleman opposite said, but his strie-
tares on the Government were out of
place. The principle of the present
law was to accept the local lists, and
the House made the division them-
selves. Any interference would, of
course, have to be avoided, but this
amendment made no change.

MR. BURPiE.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. member for Sunbury should
allow his amendment to drop, and al-
w the Bill to pass. It was, after all,

only a disturbing element brought in
at the end of the Session.

MR. BURPEE (Sunbury) said be did
not wish to enbarrass the House, and
he would withdraw his amendment.
Perhaps it might be moved and fully
discussed in the Senate, after which it
could be brought back, when hon. gen-
tlemen would have an opportuuity of
looking at it.

Amendment wîthdrawn.

MR. LANGEVIN said before the
third reading was carried, he wished
to record the opinion he expressed the
other day to the Minister of Justice
about the inconvenience that would be
caused in districts where there were
only one judge for three or four coun-
ties.

Ma. T UPPER said he wished to take
this opportunity of asking the hon. the
Minister of Justice whether any con-
sideration bad been given to a point
which he had previously raised. It did
not cone up strictly in connection with
this Bill, but had reference rather to
controverted elections. Practically,
there was no Controverted Elections
Act, and no check to bribery and cor-
ruption, or any of the questions dealt
with at an election held just previous
to the last Session of a Parliament. By
an amendment which had been made
in the Controverted Elections Act, no
election could be controverted at a last
sitting. Buthe would take the case ofa
first election, which was a much more
important one. Suppose the writs of
general election were issued and made
returnable before the calling of Parlia-
ment,a new House could not practicallY
be had, and the right of a member to
sit there could not be questioned.

MR. LAFLAMME said when the
amendment was introduced, it was with
the consent of both sides of the flouse.
The late Mr. Hillyard Cameron con-
ferred with the ex-Minister of Justice
and they both settled the point, which
averted a great deal of inconvenience.
If it had been otherwise, there was a
possibility that after a general electioI
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ail the members' seats might be con-
tested, and if members attended
to tleir summonses, as they were
bound to do, there would not be
a quorum, and the wliole business of
the House would be suspended in order
that members might attend the court.
There could be no doubt that the pro-
vision was a good one, and it should not
be rescinded.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
every member of the louse was there
on the assumption that ho represented
the people, and if that right was
questioned, it should be settled as soon
as possible. The contingency pointed
out by the Minister of Justice, that the
seat of every member might be chal-
longed, was an absurd one. Besides, it
was not necessary even in that case
that business should be suspended
because a member would have only to
attend the court in reference to a
petition as he would with regard to a
matter affecting his private business.
In England, electoral trials went on
without reference to whether Parlia-
ment was sitting or not. Ho acknow-
ledgced that his late respected friend,
Mr. Hillyard Cameron, took a differ-
cnt view; but that view was not a whole-
some one. He (Sir John A. Macdonald)
had stated so before the Flouse, but
could not bring it up formally because
his own seat was, at the time, affected,
and lie was, therefore, an interested
party. He had felt thon, and ho felt
now, that the object should be, when-
ever a petition was presented against
a member, to take every means to
prevent delay in the prosecution,
and decide whether the man had
a right to his seat or not, rather than
allow him to sit and vote when ho had
no right to his seat.

MR. MILLS said the hon. gentleman
had stated that the party should be
proceeded against as rapidly as possi-
ble. That was quite true ; but if the
objection was worth anything, it would
be against permitting a man to vote
in the flouse while his seat was being
contested. The case being in his
favour, ho should rather obey thc man-
date of the Crown than the mandate
Of the Court. The right hon. gentle-
maan knew there was no objection taken
to this measure whon it was brought
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up by the hon. member for South
Bruce and concurred in by the
late hon. member for Cardwell.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: It
was brought up by lon. Mr. Dorion.

MR. MILLS said the point to which
the then hon. inember fir Caurdwell,
the late Mr. Hillyard Cameron, called
the attention of the Hlouse, was that a
suit might be entered against a
momber fbr a mere vexaius purpose,
without any serious int(,.ition of pro-
ceeding with it. The suit might be
delayed from time to time under
various pretexts, and it was to prevent
this abuse that the amendment was
made in the Election Law.

Ma. MACKENZIE said this discus-
sion was out of order. The point had
been started by an hon. gentleman on
the one side, and replied to by one on
the other, and should not be allowed
to go further.

TiE SPEAKER declared the dis-
cussion out of order.

Bill read the third tine and passed.

SUPPLY-THE COAL INTERESTS.

RESOLUTION PROPOsED.

MR. CARTWRIGHT moved, that
the Speaker do now leave the Chair,
and the House resolve itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

MR. MAcKAY (Cape Breton), moved

" That all the words after "that" to the end of
the said motion be left out, and the following
be inserted instead thereof:-' in the opinion
of this House, it is advisable to impose a
duty of seventy-five cents per ton, upon all
coals imported into the Dominion, so as to
help to meet the financial deficiency, and, at
the same tinie, give a stimulus to a most im-
portant industry'."

Hie said he wished to call the attention
of the House to the coal mining indus-
try of Nova Scotia. He had endea-
voured to do this before, but an hon.
member claimed and had granted him
precedence by the Speaker, and on sev-
oral occasions during previous sittings
of the Flouse, ho had also brought the
matter to the notice of the House, but
nothing of much practical moment had
resulted from it. During last Session
a Committee had been appointed, of

Supply-
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which he had been chairman, to en-
quire respecting this irdustry, which
was an important factor in a countv,
p:osperity, power and progress; and
from the da'a iherein furnished by a
number ( witnesses, he was induced to
bring the matter before the House this
Session. It appeared that some
$12,000,0001 liad been invested in work-
ing the coal mines of Nova Scotia, and
in addition to this large amount of
capital invested, a number of other in-
dustries were almost entirely depen-
dent on the coal trade. It was well
known that the shipping interest was
cloelyî allied t, it. The tonnage cm-
ployed in 1873 in carrying coal from
Nova Scotia exceeded half a million,
and the number of hands employed,
directlv or indirectly, amounted to
about 23,000. The output of coal dur-
ing ihat year arnounted to 1,051,467
tons, and the iumber of vessels em-
ployed, directly or indirectly, in the
trade amounted to 3,604, including 428
steamers. The output had fallen off
fi-om over a million of tons in 1873 to
757,496 tons in 1877. The main cause
of this decrcase was the imposition by
the United Si'ftes of an iiplost duty of
75c. per ton, which made it impossi-
ble for the Nova Scotia eoal to
compete with the Peninsylvania and
other coals in their markets. The im-
position of a to x of 10c. per ton on all
coals exported, abolished a large per-
centage of the profits of the mines,
and also materially interfered with
their profitable working. The Do-
minion imported from the United
States 933,980 tons last year, the
whole of which was admitted free of
duty. Of this quantity 420,000 tons
vas anthracite. It was true there was

no anthracite in Nova Scotia, but the
bituminous coal there produced was
ot such good quality that if it could be
sent to Ontarie it would be largely
used in the place of the anthracite.
Ontario was entireiy dependent on the
United States for h or coal, and if any
disturbances occurred, or any combina-
tion took place amou-g the proprietors
of mines in that country, the price
could be raised to almost any extent.
Ontario was, in this respect, owing to
the want of reeiproal trade relations
with Nova Scotia, entirely at the
mercy of the United States. Consider-

Ma. MACKET.

ing the quantity of coal used, and that
it is a necessity, it was of the utmost
importance that it should be obtained
as much as possible froma amongst
ourselves, and not imported from a
foreign country. A duty should be
imposed on foreign coal, which, it
seemed to him, would be ns wise and
legitimate a duty as that on other
articles, and it would be an easy
method of strengthening our financial
position ; and, besides, we had prece-
dents for it as, in addition tu the
United States, Cuba, Barbadoes,
Trinidad, the Bahamas, and even New-
foundland, levied a duty upon conauind
yet none of the latter had any imnes
in operation. it might bo said thai coal
was a raw naterial, but he maintained
the contrary. It required to be
eut, to be hewn, to be picked out,
to be shovelled, blasted and riddled,
and was, in fact, as much a manufac-
tured article as lumber. The coal mine
owners paid a duty on almost every
article they used, and were entitled to
some consideration in return. There
was no industry which paid so much
to the revenue as the coal trade. The
system pursued in the United States
was one which was liable to utterly
destroy this interest. Besides their
protective duty of 75c., a rebate was
allowed on every ton shipped fromn
their coal fields viá Baltimore to the
North-Eastern ports. Mr. Belloin, a
gentleman well acquainted with the
coal trade of Nova Scotia and the
United States, in his evidence before
the Committee, said: "I would sug-
gest the building up of the coal trade
of Nova Scotia by a duty equal to that
of the United States, thus placing the
Nova Scotia trade in the same position
as coal shipped fron Baltimore and
other ports and places." He further
says that, " if the imposition of a simi-
lar duty was made, the effect would be
that the United States would remove
their duty." Another witness said:
" That a duty would help us, at all
events, in exports to Quebec and On-
tario to compete with the American
coal there," and "to that extent it
would enable us to meet the 75c. imn-
posed there." Other testimouy is to
the effect that the witness " was pre-
pared to adopt a retaliatory tariff with
the United States." Yet another said :
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" That a duty of 75c. per ton would
enable them to give a higher freight,
and enable them them to, take a less
quantity of down freight "; that, " on
the supposition that a 75c. duty would
be imposed, that we would anticipate
io difliculty in getting sufficient down

trade. I believe we have reasonable
grounds for demanding of the United
States Government the free admission
of our coal, as we now grant the same
to them; and failing which, a duty
equal to what is charged on ours should
be imposed on the.irs." Yet another wit-
ness said: " Let the Government place
us on an equal footing with the United
States by charging them 75c. duty per
short ton, and we will give Ontario as
cheap coal as she now reccives; and
we will be enabled thereby to command
our own market, and the $3,320,000
spent annually for coal from other
countries will remain at home." It
was about time that the special legisla-
tion against our coal mining industry
by the United States and the combin-
ations of the Pennsylvania coal mining
proprietors should be resented by this
country. The evidence adduced before
the Committee last Session proved, as
he had just shown, that, if a duty
was placed on American coal
similar to their duty on ours,
the comLnation of coal mining pro-
prietors w bo allied themselves together
for the purpose of having this duty
imposed, would exert themselves for
the purpose of having it taken off. The
trade betveen Nova Scotia and Onta-
rio was entirely one-sided. In 1865-6,
Nova Scotia imported from Ontario
and Quebec goods to the value of
$508,935, which, in 1876, increased to
$3,500,000, and the export from Nova
Scotia to those Provinces in 1876 only
amounted to $438,000. It was, there-
fore, a serious question whether Nova
Scotia would not have to seek another
narket, where it could sell its produets
and purchase in exchange those arti-
cles it required, instead of buying so
much from these Provinces. It had
been said the distance between Ontario
and Nova Scotia was too reat to allow
of coals being shipped rîom the one to
the other profitably, but when it was
considered that England shipped coals
to Quebec and to many parts of the
Unted States, the West Indies and

San Francisco, it would be seen that
the distance could not he n objection.
The nanufacturing interests were well
protected by a duty of 17ý per cent.,
which, with the cost of transportation,
insurance and other charges, in many
instances equalled 25 or 30 per cent.
The agricultural intere-ts were also
benefitted and protected under the ex-
isting tariff. The only industry which
was not fostered was the coal trade,
and it above, all others absorbed agri-
cultural products, and manufactured
and other goods, upon which duties
were levied by the Dominion. The trade
was a consumer and not a producer of
any of these articles. The resolution
which the right hon. member for King-
ston brought in two Sessions ago, left
out entirely any reference to the min-
ing interests of this Domioi, but he
considered it advisable o refec to them
in bis resolition this Se.ssion. le (Mr.
MacKay) would like to knov whether
the policy of the Opposition was to
give to that industry a fir share of
incidental protection ? Two classes of
coal were imported, bituminous and an-
thracite. If a duty were placed on bitu-
minous coal only, it would be of little
value to the coal mine proprictors of
Nova Scotia ; its principal effect would
bc to increase the consumllption of
anthracite, as was clearly shown by the
witnesses before theCommittee. Were
a duty charged it would be beneficial
to Ontario as well as Nova Scotia, be-
cause if the latter sent coal to Ontario
it would bo necessary to obtain return
cargoes, thus opening a large recipro-
cal trade between the two Provinces.
It -was establislied before the Com-
mittee already referred to, last Session,
by several gentlemen who were very
well informed on the subject, that coal
could be shipped as far west as Toronto,
and be delivered as cheaply as United
States coals, provided the canal tolls
were removed, a duty inposed, and
return cargoes had. The only serious
obstacle was the import of coal from
the United States, upon which, if a
duty were imposed equal to that im-
posed by them on Canadian coal, Nova
Scotia would be enabled to supply
the whole Province of Ontario,
and take,as return freight,the products
of that Province. H1e desired to have
the opinion of this House on that

Supply-
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important matter. He was desirous of
having the opinion of the right hon.
member for Kingston, and of all the
gentlemen who followed him in the
House. He de-ired that they should
affirm their position before this House,
and the country,on this important ques-
tion. -He had heard their opinion with
respect to agricultural interests and
manufacturinz interests, and it was
about time they should declare their
policy with respect to the coal mining
interests of the Dominion.

Ma. MITCHELL said that hon.
gentlemen should express an opinion
on this question, as initiating a princi-
ple upon which the interests of the
eountry would in the future depend.
He would vote against this amendment
for this reason: He was not a Protec-
tionist in the true sense of the word;
but ho was this much of a Protectionist.
He thought that the interests of this
country called for the consideration of
readjustment of the tariff with re-
gard to our position towards the Unit-
ed States. While he was prepared to
take up the whole question of consider-
ing how they should readjust the tariff,
which was necessary to maintain the
expenditures required for the carrying
on of the business of the country,he was
not prepared to take up, piecemeal,
items and individual interests and pro-
tect them against every other interest in
Canada. He wished to be clearly under-
stood in this matter. He came from a
county which had every interest in secu-
ring free trade, manufacturing nothing
save lumber, which was sold,not on this
continent, but in Europe; and no systen
of protection that this House could
devise would tend to promote the in-
terests of the people he had the honour
to represent. He considered the ques-
tion from higher and nobler grounids
than of interest. He was not going
todeal with the interests of this country
and he cared not how this miglit etect
him in the coming contest next sui
mer, for lie was bound to look at what
the interests of Canada were as a whole,
and this was what lie was going to do
He proclaimed his intention in order
that there might be no mi :understand-
ing regarding his views on the great
issue which lay' between the hon.
gntlemen who advocated Protection

M. MÂCÂYr.

on the one hand and those who advo-
cated Free-trade at any cost on the
other hand,-the gentlemen who occu-
pied the Treasury Benches and who
advocated Free-trade and the sacrifice
of Canada's interests to any extent,and-
the hon. gentlemen, on the other side
of the Ilouse, who advocated Protec-
tion. He was not answerable for the
courso taken by the regular Opposition.
He was propounding the views which
he hiiÏself entertained on the question,
on which he was at all events going to
appeal to his constituents, and while
thoir interests lay in the direction of
having as few taxes as possible on im-
ports,being not manufacturers, yet look-
ing to the necessities of the revenue, he
prepared to represent their wishes and
views, and say that, " The interests
of Canada called for a readjustment of
the tariff, so that the 22 or 24 millions
required were raised." He was sure
they would be willing to endorse the
sentiments lie uttered and to have their
representative place upon record his
opinion in respect of what might
or might not be for the interest of
Canada in the readjustment of those
imports which were necessary for the
maintenance of the Government and
the public works of the country.
The views that he entertained on this
matter were these : He was not a Pro-
tectionist, he was a Free-trader in the
abstract, but they had to put on a cer-
tain amount of duties to raise the 22 or
24 millions required to maintain our
public works, to meet the in-
debtedness created, and to pro-
vide fbr the necessary legislation
and the other public service, requisite
to carry on the business of Canada;
and he was prepared to support-no
niatter from which side of the Houseit
came-the principle of so readjusti-C
the imports and taxes necessary t-

raise this revenue as to encourage and
promote, withmn our own borders, the
manufactures which would keep within
our own borders our own people, and
create a home market fbr the products
of our farmers, and give employment
to the sons and daugliters of the peo-
ple of this country. This was the doc-
trine which lie laid down. Hon. gen'
tlemen opposite might call hiim a pro-
tectionist, or free-trader, but ho was In
favor of adopting a policy which would
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secure the revenue required, while it
aided our industries, and, at the same
time, did not increase the burdens of
the people. Such a policy would en-
courage our own manufactures, and
keep within our borders our young
men and our young women, who, for
the last 15 years, had been going to
the United States to find employment,
and make homes for themselves there.
He desired to see this system changed.

MR. YOUNG: That is the present
system.

MR. MITCHELL said that this was
not the present system. This was a
system which the hon. gentleman
repudiated, and did not recognise. It
would keep our own people in our own
borders, and give them employment.
The Government which the hon. gen-
tleman supported, and blindly followed
and gave bis adhesion to, did not adopt
the system or policy which he (Mr.
Mitchell) now indicated, and which he
thought Canada ought to pursue. H1e
was bound to vote against the motion
of the hon. member for Cape Breton,
because it was politically dishonest
with regard to the people of this coun-
try. The hon. gentleman desired
that he (Mr. Mitchell) should im-
pose a tax of 25 or 50 cents a ton on
coal consumed in this country; and
why ? In order to build up the coal
mines of Nova Sootia. Doubtless, the
inembers for Nova Scotia would sup-
port this motion; but the people of
New Brunswick would not do so, and
vhy? They did not think that it was

necessary to put 8 or 5 cents a ton
on the coal of Nova Scotia, and do
nothing more in this direction. He
was prepared to advocate such
a duty, if it was adopted as a
general principle, and if it was pro-
posed to consider every interest in
Canada in this relation-our manufac-
tures, the shoe and iron manufactur-
mng interests, and a host of other
industries which he need not mention,
he was prepared to consider these
interests a a whole, although his
Cunty was interested in having the
least possible amount of taxation im-
posed, as it imported and did not
manufacture. Nevertheless, he was
prepared to consider, in a general
system of Protection, these interests

as a whole, but he would not take them
up as individual intercsts, and do as
his hon. friend would do. H1e would
not ask for Protection on coal.
When the question of general policy
came up hon. gentlemen opposite might
be placed in an awkward position,
and come out and condemn the very
principle which the hon. gentleman
now asked them to support, because he
was specially interested in it. He
wished to place his views on this point
on record. Ie desired the tariff ro be
so readjusted that, while no more
revenue was raised than was n'ow
obtained, our manufacturing and agri-
cultural interests should be encouraged,
and the people across the line be
prevented from sending over their
surplus articles and destroying the
manufactures of the people of our own
country. These were the views
which he entertained, and he took this
early opportunity of putting them on
record. While prepared to vote for a
duty of 15c. a ton on coal, if adopted
in connection with the other interests
of Canada, he was not prepared to do
so as an isolated measure; consequently
he would record his vote against the
amendment.

MR. FLYNN said that he would
vote for this amendment. On a for-
mer occasion lie had voted against the
amendment moved by the right hon.
member for Kingston, which included
Protection to the mining, manufactur-
ing and agricultural interests of the
Dominion; and he now wished
to set hiniself right, and show
that he was not open to the
charge of inconsistency, or of desiring
to vote for a sectional tax. The agri-
cultural and manufacturing interests
were now protected,-the latter by a
duty of 17½ per cent., which, with in-
cidental charges connected with impor-
tation, was equal at least to 25 per
cent. Three industries were embodied
in the right bon. gentlernan's motion,
and two of these were already protect-
ed, whiie the important coal industrv
of Nova Scotia was unprotected, and
not only unprotected but aiso com-
pelled to pay a large duty on the arti-
cles required to open and develop the
mines. The hon. mover of the amend-
ment had given statistics showing the

Supply-



2168 Suppiy-

large amount of morey invested in
this interest; the large amount of ship-
ping engaged in the transportation of
coal, and the large number of people
employed in connection with this in-
dustry. In addition, it was burdened
by an export royalty, imposed by the
Provincial Government, of ton cents a
ton. For these reasons he was quite
consistent in voting against the amend-
ment of the right hon. member for
IKinLv:n, id in voting for this amend-
ment.

31R. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said it was quite evident that the mo-
tion which was moved on a former
occasion by the right hon. member for
Kingston, was producing its effect. This,
he believed, was the third motion of
the kind inoved by hon. gentlemen sit-
ting on the other side of the House, in
support of the principle contained in
the right hon. member's resolution.
This showed clearly t hat public opinion
was forming on this question, and that
fear as to the result of the approach-
ing eleetions was compelling some of
those hon. gentlemen who voted
against the resolution, to regret their
votes. They bad first the motion moved
by the hon. member for Durham, and
then the motion proposed by the hon.
member for Iberville, and now they
Lad this motion. The object of the hon.
member fron Cape Breton (Mr. Mac-
Kay) was stated in bis closing remarks,
from which it appeared that the hon.
gentleman did not believe that this
motion would be carried, or that it
would benefit the coal interests, but
he simply made this proposition
with the view of injuring the Opposi-
tion. The hon. gentleman said that
he wanted to test the opinion of the
right hon. member for Kingston and
his supporters, on this question ; but
he did not refer to the Government
which he supported, and the opinions
of the hon. leader, which, in this
conneetion, were well known. The
opposition of this hon. gentleman
(Mr. Mackenzie) to the coal interests
of Nova Scotia was particularly well
known, as also the hostile opinions of
his supporters in the House in this re-
spect; while, on the other hand, the
opinion of the hon. member for King-
ton was known to be favourable to

MR. FLYNN.

this industry, as a part of the policy
intended to benefit the general inter-
ests of this country. He was not sur.
prised that the hon. gentleman had
now made this motion, because he be.
lieved that the bon. gentleman had, by
this time, ascertained the feeling ofthe
county, which they both represented,
on this point. The hon. gentleman
was perfectly well aware that any
member of this House who voted
against the resolution of the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston would have no chance
of being elected in that county, and
he believed that this was the prevail-
ing sentiment in the Island of Cape
Breton. The hon. member for Rich-
mond (Mr. Flynn) as well as the hon.
seconder who had spoken on this ques-
tion, knew perfectly well that the peo-
ple of the Island ot Cape Breton
would not consider that this resolu-
tion was either honest or sincere, and
thei r constituents would think that it
would have been more honourable and
more upright if these hon. gentlemen
had supported the main resolution
which would have secured the protec-
tion of this industry. The hon. gen-
tleman (Mr. Maclay) had stated that
there was nothing in the resolution of
the right bon. member for Kingston.
Ie would read this motion to show
that it would benefit this particular
industry:

" This H ouse is of opinion that the wel-
fare of Canada requires the adoption of a
National Policy, which, by a judicious re-
adjustment of the tariff, wdll benefit and
foster the agricultural, the mining, the
manufacturing and other interests of the
Dominion."

The hon. gentleman had stated that
Ontario sent to the Lower Provinces a
large quantity of agricultural products,
in payment of which it received only
coal, and that if a duty was imposed
on American coal, this would be the
means of enabling the Lower Provinces
to pay for these products in coal. The
hon. gentleman, in voting against the
resolution of the right hon. member
for Kingston, had voted against the
very thing which he now advocated,
and against the.policy which would
secure interprovincial trade. The hon.
gentleman had bv this time discovered
the mistake which ho made on that
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occasion, and he (Mr. McDonald) be-
lieved that the electors of the county,
as well as of the whole island of Cape
Bre:on, would not forget this when the
the elections came on. His hon. friend
during the past four years had sup-
ported a party whose sentiments
were well known to be opposed to the
coal interest of Nova Scotia, and the
hon. leader of the Government in 1875,
ho believed, had stated, in his place in
the House, that it would take nothing
less than $2 a ton of duty to be of any
benefit to this coal interest, although
the House was well aware that the
gentlemen interested in these mines
only wanted to have a duty of 50c. a
ton imposed. He endorsed to a large
extent all that his bon. friend had
stated in advocacy of this proposition,
H1e believed that such a policy would
very largely benefit this industry,
which otherwise was threatened with
complete ruin, and this was only a
question of time, if no protection was
given to it. Without such aid he
considered that this question would be
completely ruined in a very short time.
He would, therefore, vote for the
amendment.

HR. MAcDONNELL said that he
could not allow one remark of the hon.
gentleman (Mr. McDonald) to pass un-
noticed. That hon. gentleman had
been pleased to say that it would have
been much preferable for the people of
Nova Scotia if the hon. mover of this
anendment had voted for the general
armendment proposed by the right hon.
member for Kingston, instead of
making this motion. He quite differed
with the hon. gentleman in this regard.
le thought that any further pro-
tection than what we now had would
tend further to destroy the coal inter-
est of Nova Seotia. There were two
causes to which they could attribute
the decadence of this interest. In the
first place, this was due to the
hostile American duty of 75c. a ton,
placed on imported coal; and in the
".ext place, this was due to the protec-
tive duties which we had imposed
against the manufactures and other
commodities of the United States.
During reciprocity, the Nova Scotia
coal interest had flourished; and the
moment they lost reciprocity, their

trade with the United States was lost,
and thus trade was further crippled by
the giving of further protection to our
manufactures and other industries.
Any further protection must be
directed against American products,
which step would cripple their present
trade with the United States, and thus
inflict a further loss on the coal
interest of Nova Scotia. The United
States was their great market for
coal, and the greater the trade and
commerce that they had with that
country, the more flourishing would
the coal industry be. He, therefore,
quite differed in opinion from the hon.
gentleman, who himself knew other
than what ho had stated. He believed
that the hon. gentleman knew better.
Any further protection would go to
further ruin their coal interest. He
felt that an invidious distinction had
always been made in this louse
against this interest. The moment
that they asked for a duty on coal they
were met with the request that the
agricultural and manufacturing inter-
ests,and every other interest of Canada,
ought to be protected.

MR. BOWELL: Why not?

MR. MAcDONNELL said that they
wanted protection for one industry.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD : Of
course.

MR. MAcDONNELL said that this
was the coal industry. The people of-
Ontario thought that their various in-
teresi s ought to be protected, but what
did Ontario take from the Lower Pro.
vince in exchange for the thousands
and thousands of dollars worth that
they imported from Ontario ? Tbis
was not the prognostication which had
been held ont to thei at Confedera-
tion ; and as one who took an active
part in promoting this policy, he was
sorry to say so. They had expected
an interchange of trade and com-
modities, and a reciprocity of policy.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Why
do you not ask it from the Government
on this occasion ?

MR. MAcDONNELL said that this.
reminded him of the resolution of the
hon. gentleman. If they went back to-
the proceedings of the House last year,
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they would find a resolution moved by
the right hon. gentleman recorded, in
wkich several industries of Canada, but
not the coal industry, were referred to
as requiring protection.

An HON. MEMBER-: The mining
interest was mentioned in it.

Ma. MAcDONNELL said that min-
ing might mean anything,as might also
the motion which the right hon. gen-
tlemai had proposed this Session in
connection with the readjustment of
the Tariff. The protection of various
industries was demanded, but what did
this mean-75 or 50c., or one cent a
ton on coal ; or did it mean any-
thing ?

MR. YOUNG said he desired to point
,out the very dangerous character of
the motion to the manufacturing in-
terests of the Dominion, and especial-
ly to those of Western Canada. Be-
fore doing so he might notice briefly
the remarks made by the hon. member
for Northumberland. That hon. gen-
tleman stated he desired to have a re-
.adjustment of the tariff which would
give encouragement to our manufac-
tures. He (Mr. Young) had ventured
-at the time to say that such was the
prosent policy.

een the policy
twenty years,
that under the
there was 2j per
than there had
Administution,

Such, indeed, had
pursued in Canada for
with this difference,
existing Government
cent. more protection
been under the late
with the additional

fact that in consequence of the change
in the price of gold in the United
.States, the amount of encouragement
given was, so far as American manu-
facturers were concerned, more than
10 per cent. greater than under the
tariff of hon. gentlemen opposite,
when they were in power. The hon.
gentleman said he wished to see a sys-
tem adopted which would keep the
people of this country in Canada.
Well, it appeared from a return drawn
up by hon. gentlemen opposite, that
under their rule some 500,000 or 600,-
-000 Canadians had gone from this
country to the United States; where-
-as, ho ventured to say, that not one in
ten emigrated at the present time who
formerly did. The hon. gentleman
who brought forward the fallacy
-which had been so often heard

MR. MACDONNELL.

this Session - a fallacy, the abur-
dity of which made him surprised
that it should be repeated so often-
that the Opposition should at once de.
crease the taxes of the people and give
a large amount of Protection. lie
would not insult the intelligence of the
House by attempting to expiode such
a transparent fallacy, but only say
that bon. gentlemen opposite would be
quite as able to lift thenselves over the
fouse by their boot-straps as to carry

out both ends of that proposition. Our
manufactures were becoming more and
more dependent on coal, particularly
in the older sections of the country,
where wood was becoming scarce and
expensive. He found, on looking over
the returns, that last year we imported
$1,792,000 worth of bituminous coal
into the Dominion, all of whieh was
imported into the Province of Ontario,
with the exception of about $16,000
worth. Now, he ventured to affirm
that, though a duty of 75c. was placed
on coal, as proposed, it would not lead
to 100 tons of Nova Scotia coal being
used in the Province of Ontario; it
would take, at least, $1.50 to 82 a ton
to force it into use in that Province.
Evidence which was brought before
the House two years ago conclusively
proved, to his mind, that at least one
and a-half dollars would be required to
force Ontario manufacturers to use
Nova Scotia coal; this duty of 75c.
per ton, then, would be a direct duty
upon our manufacturers. This mo-
tion did not refer only to bitumin-
ous coal, it proposed that a
duty should be put on
anthracite coal as well; the idea pro-
bably being that, unless this was done,
the effect of a duty on bituninous would
only lead to a larger quantity of an-
thracite being used. This proposition
made the motion still more dangerous.
He f.und that, last year, we imported
$1,706,000 worth of anthracite coal of
which $l,304,000 worth was imported
into Ontario. The proposed duty of
75c., therefore, would be a direct tax
on the manufacturers of Ontario and
Quebec. While certain temporarY ad-
vantages might be gained by this clas
by putting duties on certain imported
articles, the placing of a tax on coa'
and other raw material would do them
more harm than a slight advance on
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imports would do them good. The
proposed policy would strike a fatal
blow at our rising manufacturing in-
dustries, which, ho was glad to say,
were progressing as fast as other in-
terests, and he called on the House to
vote down the anendment.

Ma. WOOD said he simply, in the
interest of the railroads of Western
Canada, robe to protest against any
duty being placd on bituminous coal.
It was well known that wood was get-
ting very scarce throughout Western
Canada.

MR. PLUMB: It will be scarce next
year.

Ma. WOOD said the hon. member
for Niagara would, perhaps, be scarce
next Session. The Great Western
Railway Company used hundreds of
thousands of ions of coal every year.
Would it be fair to compel them to pay
75c. a ton duty on coal, when, perhaps,
they did not obtain a single ton fron
Nova Scotia. It was utterly impossi-
ble that a duty of 75c. a ton on Nova
Scotia coal could push a single ton of
of American coal out of the market.
The imposition of such a duty would
be a great hardship to the people of
Hamilton, whc, at present, had the
markets of this country in their hands.
While called upon to pay a higher
price for their coal, the manufacturers
of Hamilton could not get more for
their sewing machines or other manu-
factured goods.

MR. ROBINSON said he would have
great pleasure in voting for the amend-
ment, because he, like the hon. mem-
ber for Hamilton, believed it to be a
stop in the ight direction. and as
tending to promote inter-provincial
trade between Ontario and Nova
Seotia.

Ma. BUNSTER said the question was
one of importance to the Pacifie Pro-
vinee, where excellent coal was pro-
dueed in abundance. American specu-
lators were in the habit of bringing
up their good native coal iixing it
with coal of inferior quality, and then
reselling it. The Hon. Mir. Richard-
son reported very favourably as to the
cOal in that Province, ai d he (Mr.
Bunster) was in a position to state
turther, that there was anthracite coal

in Queen Charlotte Island. He thought
every industry in this Dominion
ought to be protected. To the system
of protection which they had adopted
was entirely due the greater prosperity
of the United States.

It being six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.
MR. TUPPER said after the exhaus-

tive discussions which had taken place
during the present Session on the
fiscal policy of the country, it was not
his intention to take up much of the
time of the House at this advanced
period of the Session, although
the motion was one of very great
importance. It would be a poor com-
pliment to the intelligence of the hon.
mover of the resolution to suppose that
he intended by it to promote the in-
terests of the coal owners of Nova
Scotia, or the interests of the Province
of Nova Scotia, -which was so deeply
interested in everything connected
with the development of the great coal
mining industry. The hon. gentleman
was perfectly well aware that the Gov-
ernment, of which he was so ardent a
supporter, had declared its hostility to
any measure calculated to promote the
coal mining industry of this country.
The hon. gentleman was perfectly
aware that in this House and out of it,
not only the gentlemen on the Minis-
terial benches but their leading suppor-
ters, took every opportunity of point-
ing out the injustice of ancy measure
that would be calc ulated to foster that
great industry of Canada. But he was
also perfectly well aware that the
efforts of the Opposition in favour of
measures which would promote the
coal mining industry of Nova Seotia
had failed, and that the efforts in ad e by
the late Government had ilso liled in
consequence of a want of combination
on the part of the various industries
and inteiests in thi country requiring
and desiring, each for itself, a certain
amount of Proteetioi. The hon. gen-
tleman was perfectly well aware, froma
the past history of this Parliarnent in
relation to this question, that the only
means by which the coal iining in-
dustry could be fostered and promoted
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was by the policy adopted by the
right hon. gentleman who led the
Liberal Conservative Party, as ex-
pressed in the resolution which he had
offered to this House, and on which he,
and the party serving under him, were
prepared to take their stand before the
people of this country. That was not
a pdlicy ofsclecting any one individual
idustry, but a national policy, com-

bining all the interests of this country
that required and deserved the foster-
ing aid of Parliament. It was
perfectly obvious that by that combi-
nation, and bv that combination alotie,
the objeet coulid be attained. When
the hon. member for Cape Breton,
therefore, had an opportunity of doing
something really effective in relation
to this important question, he did
not avail himself of it. le
united with the Government and the
party who had declared their unmiti-
gated hostility to any measure by
which the great depression in the coal-
mining industry might be removed.
The hon. gentleman voted down the
resolution moved by the right hon.
member for Kingston, which deciared
that it was the interest of this country
that a fostering Protection should be
given to the great agricultural, maining
and manfacturing in terests of Canada,
and by a general policy, by an even-
handed poilicy, one that would deal at
the same time, and in the sanejust
spirit, with all the great interests that
required the aid of Protection, accom-
plisi, in the only way in which it
could be accomplished, the measure
which the hon. neimber for Cape
Breton appeared to support, by the
resolution he had moved. He (Mr.
Tupper) had said before, it would be
payingr a poor compliment to the hon.
member to suppose that, by the reso-
lution ho had offered, he intended
doing anything whatever in the inter-
ests of the coal owners of Nova Scotia,
or ofthose directly interested in the
prosecution of that great industry.
The resolution was calculated Io raise
all the hostility, aill t he opposition that
could be raised to t t proposition in
this House. Not (on tent with asking
that which the coal owners of Nova
Scotia themselves asketd, when they
approached this House by a petition,
he had gone further, and apparently

Ma. TUPPER.

afraid that a large portion of the mem.
bers of the Opposition would have
voted for the resolution, if proposed in
the terms of the petition, namely 50c.
per ton, the hoF. member had asked
for the extreme measure of imposing
a duty of 75e. per ton. He (Mr.
Tupper) was not drawing upon la
imagination. The hon. gentleman,
with a frankness which did him credit
did not disguise from the House that
his object was not to promote the in-
terests of the coal owners, but to
endeavour to embarrass the position of
gentlemen on the Opposition benches.
He seemed to doubt the right hon.
member for Kingston; he wanted to
know where he would be found, and
where the other gentlemen on this
side of the House would be founi, but
he did not want to test the position of
the Government and their supporters.
No, because the hon. gentleman knew
the position of the Governmenrt, and
only wanted to damage the members
of the Opposition who were in
favour of a duty on coal.
le (Mr. Tupper) could only
say that lie was prepared to vote for
this resolution, to vote for a duty of
75e. per ton on all the coal imported
into this country; Le was willing togo
the entire length of this resolution.
He believed it would be sound poley
for the members on both sides to ut'e
in support of this resolution. The
important effect of adopting t1
policy would be to say to the great
coal monoplists of the United States,
that their coal coming into Canada
would be met by a sirnilar dutv as that
imposed on coal going into the United
States, and the result would bu like
free admission of Canadian coal into
the United States, and the free admis
sion of United States coal into Canada.
On its own merits lie was prepared te

support this resolution as a matter c
sound policy, and as the only mean
by which this country could hope t
have that free trade with the grea'
republie lying alongside us, which waS
the only free trade that any coulntry
could long consent to have, namely,
free trade on both sides. The onlI
way to obtain reciprocity with the
United States was by adopting a polie -

si milar to theirs, by being able toPng
tiate with them, and say if the
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want to have Canada open as a market
to the United States they must open
then. markets to us. lie had in his

hand a speech made upon this question
bv a gentleman of great experience,
wino had been for a considerable timte in
parliament, who, certainly, coubi not
be charged, as he (Mr. Tupper) would
be charged on the present occasion,
with haviîng had sectional interests in
ýiew rather than a liberal general

policy wihlih would commend itself to
the country. lie need not ask the
atention f 'the House to the short but
:nble speech delivered in this House by
the hon, member for North Oxford,
Mr. Oliver) and which gave in a
m.nall compass the whole argurnent

covering the case. It was inade as
long ago as 1870, after the hon.
gentleman had been several years
in Parliament, and when he was in a
more inidependent position than he
occupied at present, because he was
then in a position to advocate and to
pr'ess upon the Finance Minister of
:another- Government a policy which he
felt was in the interests of the country,
and which be could urge without
embarrassing the friends with whomi he
wvas politically associated. That gen-
'lemnan in moving for an Address to
ilis Excellency, praying for the im-
position of an inport duty on wheat,
rour', Indiaïn corn, hops, coarse and
fle salit and coal, was reported to have
said:

"For instance, immense quantities of flour
were being imported into the Maritime Pro-
inces which, if a proper duty were imposed,

would be supplied by the Upper Provinces.
* Whenever there was any excite-

ment or uneasiness in any of our local markets,
the lacilities afforded to the United States
Manufacturers were such as to enable them to
'tep in and offer their products on better
erms than Canadians. For instance, he stated,
that last year we imported into Canada
1,655,000 bushels of Indian corn, which comesuto direct competition with our own coarser
grains. The larger distillers in the country
id not pretend to buy Canadian grain andbad no interest in the local market, which, inconsequence, suffered great loss. In coal we

,ported $951,000 worth, and exported in the
ce of a restrictive tariff $630,o00 worth.

There was no doubt, he said, but that if aproper duty were placed on the article, there
would be brought about the free trade whichws predicted in the Confederation debates

interprovincial tariff that would be bene-al to the whole Dominion. * * Heeliered it was the interest of the Province to-eenre to our own people the markets of the
7o.trY. If American products came into the
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country, they should under present circum-
stances, do so under a tax which would add to
the revenue of the country, and which we will
require for our large public works."

There was very little to ho alded
to this. Little could be added
to it.. The hon. gentleman in succinct
terms, had, he might say, almnost stated
the whole case; but lie did not over-
rate either the importance of an inter-
provincial trade, or the extent to which
it could be promoted by such a policy
as lie on that occasion advocated. le
would detain the H[ouse for a very few
minutes while he showed the effect in
producing inter-prov'ineial trade, that
the imposition of a very small and in-
significant duty would have. As he had
before stated, in 1866 w'hen the
Reciprocity treaty was abolished,
he had proposed to the Legisilaturo of
Nova Scotia, that they should meet it
by the re-imposition of the duties as
they existed at the time when this
treaty went into force; and they im-
posed a duty of 25c. a barrel on flour,
and a small duty on butter and lard,
cheese, beef and pork, and ho would
only detain the House to show the re-
suit of the imposition of these duties
f r a single year. Mark thatConfedera-
tion had not then taken place ; the
means of communication and the inter-
course between Canada and Nova
Scotia were thon altogether different
from what they were to-day ; we had
no inter-provincial railway, making
easy and rapid and inexpensive transit
for the products of Ontario and Quebec
down to Nova Scotia, and he thought
that the bouse would be astonished
when he gave it the result of the im-
position of these slight duties for a
single year. In 1866, they imported
of beef and pork 6,155 barrels from the
United States, and 50 barrels from
Canada-that was from Ontario and
Quebec-and in 1867, under the im-
position of this small impost, they only
imported 572 Ibs. of beef and pork
from the United States, while the im-
port from Canada, notwithstanding the
great want of means of communicatiOD
at the time, rose from 50 to 871 lbs. of
butter and lard. They imported from
the United States in 1866 90,950 lbs.,
and 3,840 lbs. from Canada. There
was a large inerease in that year in the
import of butter and lard into the Pro-



2174 Supply-

vince, and they imported from the
United States in 1867, 106,221 lbs., a
lite more than the year before. But
mark the result of the effect of this
slight import with relation to the trade
of iNova Scotia and the trade of Canada.
In that one year the trade went up
from 38,401 lbs. to 448,303
lbs. from Canada ; of cheese,
they imported 56,965 lbs., in 1866,
from the United States, and28,078 lbs.
from Canada. In 1867 they imported
only 23,850 Ibs. from the United States,
and 30,814 Ibs. from Canada. Mark
the effect of the duty of 25c. a barrel
on flour; and this was when Con-
federation had not taken place, and
when there was no Intercolonial Rail-
way by which they might have the
cheap and rapid transit and communi-
cation which now existed. In 1866
they imported 278,923 barrels of flour
from the United States, and 61,114
barrels from Canada; and in 1867
they imported, instead of 278,000 bar-
rels, 72,860 barrels from the United
States, while the import from Canada,
under the 25c. a barrel duty, rose in
one year from 61,164 barrels to 227,616
barrels from Canada. 11e drew the
attention of the House to these figures
to show how thoroughly the sound
views that the hon. gentleman from
North Oxford held to the House, in
the speech ho Lad read, were verified
by the result, and to show how small
an impost would turn the whole cur-
rent of trade from one channel into
another. If this was the case, what
might they not expect in the way of
inter-provincial tradc· when they had
provided the means of rapid, easy, and
cheap inter-communication between the
older Provinces of Ontario and Que bec,
and the Maritime Provinces. He be-
lieved that it would be impossible to
overrate the effect of such a policy as
that which was contained in the reso-
lution before the fouse, with reference
to this one article, or of such a general
policy as they found embraced in the
resolution which was submitted to the
House by his right hon. friend the
leader of the Opposition. It would be
impossible to overrate its importance
in regard to the amount of inter-pro-
vincial trade which would grow, and
it would be impossible to over-
rate the importance of this inter-

MR. TUPPER.

provincial trade. Why, unless they-
could knit together the component
parts of this Confederation in
commercial bonds; and, unless they
could produce this inter-provincial
trade, which would make one Province
feel that its interest was being pro-
moted by inter-communication and
commercial inter-communication with
another Province, they would largely
fail in securing the objects which were
aimed at, and which ho believed were
perfectly susceptible of being realized
by this great Confederation of the Pro-
vinces. He believed that if we had
got to take up this question in a
national spirit, in its bearings not upon
one section or another section of the
country, but on the prosperity of the
whole country; and, if it was taken up
in a broad and national spirit, and not
confined to one or another industry,
but broadly made applicable to the
general industrial resources of the
country, results would flow from this
policy of a character and description
that would not only be most gratifying,
but also most beneficial to the whole of
this country. He might say that at-
tention had been drawn to the fact
again and again, of the protective
policy of the United States of A merica,
and the same question had been raised
here as to what the effect of it had been
in relation to that country. le woald

just read a short extract from a London
newspaper, showing the enormous re-
sults that had flown with regard to the
trade and the balance of trade between
the United States and Great Britain,
in consequence of the introduction of
this protective policy, under which
that country had manufactured for
itself, by the industry and employment
of its own people, the products that
previously they depended upon another
country to obtain. [e would read an
extract from the Trade Journal of
London (England), as follows:-

"AN AxMziNG CHANGE.-The British Trade
Journal of London says;

" The revolution that has occurred in our
commerce with the United States is expressed
in a few figures. la 1865 the value of British
exports to the Union anounted te
$122,000,000, against $847,000,OO imported
by us from that country during the same
period. In 1876, however, the tables were
turned ; for, while our exports had dwindled
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to $98,o00,000, the value of the goods im-
ported reached the large sum of $36 7352,000,
SbOwing a balance in favour of America, in
twelve months, of $269,352,000."

In 1876 the United States,under a pro-
tective policy, had become one of the
great manufacturing countries of the
world, and had rendered itself not only
independent but prepared to go into
foreign markets and compete with its
manufactures against the world.
That was the result. It was im-

possible with a statement showing
that the result of the country
adopting a policy of manufactur-
ing for itself and giving employ-
ment to its own people and rendering
itself independent to a large extent of
other countries in the way of import-
ing manufactured goods, and evidence
of this kind, to doubt the wisdom of the
policy that would place this country
relatively in a somewhat similar posi-
tion, and give the means of furnishing
profitable and lucrative employment to
our own population, largeoly attracting
people into this country, giving profita-
ble employment to those who were now
bere and rendering us comparatively in-
dependent of our neighbours across the
border; and at the same time building
up such an inter-provincial commerce
among ourselves as would knit to-
gether this country from end to end,
and also promote the prosperity of the
whole country. He was sorry that the
lion. member from Cape Breton, in
moving this resolution, seemed to have
drafted it in such a way as to obtain
the Emallest possible amount of sup-
port, and indeed he knew very well,
that there was no form in which
this resolution could be submitted,
that would obtain the support of a
1ajonty of the House as it was at pre-

Sent constituted. And he would further
say that he despaired of ever seeing the
coal mining industry of Nova Scotia.
or the agricultural interest of Ontario,
or the great manufacturing industry of
the whole of this country, ever fostered,
or ever protected, or ever placed in a
Position such as avery patriotic man in
Canada must desire to see it in, except
by such a combination of all those
interests as would bring them all into
operation, not for isolated sectional in-
terests, but in such a way as would
giv'e support to the whole of them. He

had at the outset stated that he did not
intend to occupy much of the time of
the House, as ho had had opportunity
on a former occasion to discuss the fiscal
policy at some length, and ho would re-
sume his seat expressing the hope that,
although this resolution would be de-
feated to-night, and although standing
by itself, he believed that it would at
any time be defeated in this Parliament,
ho still looked forward to the time, and
that at a very early day, when a differ-
ent spirit would animate the Legisla-
ture of this country, and when ail these
industries would unite and combine
together not only for the purpose of
protection, but also for the necessary
purpose of self-defenge, and be enabled
to obtain such a fostering aid from the
Parliament of Canada as would be not
only of essential benefit to one and all
of them, but would promote the com -
mon interests of our common country.

MR. OLIVER said that it was not
bis intention on the present occasion to
take any part in this discussion, but as
direct reference had been made to hini
it became bis duty to do so. The hon.
gentleman (Mr. Tupper) had done him
the honour to read a speech which he
delivered here in 1870 on this particular
subject, and in doing so, it would be
clearly seen that the object he had had
in view was this: the Protection ofthe
whole of the interests and industries of
this country, so as to secure recipre-
city with the United States. He held
that we did now stand in the same pos-
ition as in 1870. We then had full
control of our fisheries, to which
ho referred in that speech; and full
control over the navigation of our
rivers; but now we had no control over
our own fisheries, which had been
conceded to the United States for
twelve vears, with the navigation of
the St. Lawrence for all time to come,
so that we did now stand in the same
position as them. But ne was free to
acknowledge--and he believed that if
the hon. gentleman were as free to
acknowledge all the mistakes that he
had made in his life, it would be just as
well for him-that this was the only
speech that ho had ever made on the
floor of Parliament which ho regretted
having made.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
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MR. OLIVER said that he could give
the reason why he had thon made this
speech. It was new eight years ago,
and in the course of this period any
person ought to gain experience, and
by strictly studying the trade of this
country he ought to know more about
it in 1878 than in 1870. It was well
known that at that time there was a
meeting of Canadian manufacturers,
who then, as now, wanted heavier
protective duties placed on manufac-
tured good; and they published a large
numbcr of copies of the headings of a
petition which was circulated through-
out the length and breadth of the coun-
try. These petitions were sent to every
municipal Council ili the country, and
to every particular locality to get signa-
tures attached and to be presented to
this Ilouse. The municipal Councils,
without discussing them much, signed
them and sent them down to Parlia-
ment, and he had then the honour of
presenting to the House a very large
number of petitions asking for the
policy which ho at that time advo-
cated; and ho must admit that without
taking the matter so fully into consi-
deration as ho ought to have done, ho
had pursued the course mentioned by
the hon. gentleman. But what was the
experience of the twelve months dur-
ing which that duty was levied on these
goods ? Wasit an experience which con-
firmed him in the opinion that this
policy was the correct one? He held
that the experience which ho and the
people which ho represented had
during that period, was anything
but one which gave satisfaction
to the promoters of that policy.
There was not a single manufacturer
in his county that used coal as a raw
material, but what found fault with the
duty on coal; not a single individual
in his county but tha-t found fault
with the extra duty on salt, and
he had not met a single individual,
throughout the length and breadth of
the country, who did not similiarly
condemn this policy which was pur-
sued in this regard by the Government
of the day in 1870; and if ho had the
journals of the louse before him, ho
thought he could show that the hon.
member for Cumberland wasjust as in-
consistent as ho was, and not so honest
in' confessing his inconsistency. The

MR. OLIVER;

hon. gentleman voted for that policy,
and he did all ho could, not being a
member of the Govern ment at the time,
to compel the Government to bring in
this policy. They all remembered the
change of policy that was made within
a very few hours, and they knew verv
well that the pressure which the hon.
gentleman brought to bear on the Gov.
ernment caused it; also, that 10 or il
months afterwards, this hon. gentle-
man voted for the repeal of this policy,
and of the act which imposed this
duty. And yet the hon.gentleman had
the assurance to accuse, in this House,
any lion. gentleman of inconsis-
tency, though ho was as inconsistent
in this regard as any gentleman on the
floor of Parliament. And were they to
trace the political career of the hon.
gentleman from the tiue ho entered
public life, ho did not doubt that hon.
gentleman's inconsistency eould be
shown in a great many other cases.
The hon. gentleman was inconsistent
with reference to this very motion; he
and the right hon. member for King-
ston declared in the House a few days
ago that the policy of the Opposition
was to allow raw material to come into
this country free of duty. Was coaI
raw material for nanufaeturing pur-
poses? It was either this or manufac-
tured goods, and no manufacturing
institution in this country could be car-
ried on without coal. Then it was a
raw material; and yet the hon. gentle-
man advocated the imposition of a duty
on it, and would thereby impose a duty
on the raw inaterial which ho had said
should enter the country free of duty.
This was inconsistent. The hon. gen-
tleman also said that the imposition of
a small duty had caused a very great
quantity of goods to be sent fron Cana-
da to the Maritime Provinces. The
flour consumed in the Lower Provinces
was the product of the Canudian far-
mer, and was it the levying of a duty
that causeditto be sent there? There
was no duty on flour now, and this had
not been the case for the last seven
years ; but, nevertheless, the flour col-
sumed in the Maritime Provinces
principally came from Canada,
which afforded proof positive that
it was not the imposition of a
duty which caused articles Of
trade to flow into Nova Scotia and the
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other Provinces on the Atlantic sea-
board. A remarkable statement had
been made by hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, to the effect that by placing a
duty of 75c, a ton on coal and 50c. a
barrel on flour coming into the Mari-
time Provinces from the United States,
it would cause the Americans to give
us reciprocity. He wondered how
any intelligent man could believe that
four millions of people would be able
to change the fiscal policy ot a nation
containing forty millions, by putting a
duty on coal and flour, and a small
duty on malt. A short time ago the
Canadian Government put a duty on
malt coming into this country; but
did the Americans take all duty off
malt and allow the Canadian article to
go into the United States markets
free ? No ; they doubled the duty on
malt going into the United States.
The hon. member for West Toronto
seemed to say that the imposition of
this duty would not increase the price
of coal. Now, if the report of the
examination before the Coal Com-
mittee last Session, in connection with
the depression of trade, was consulted,
it would be found no attempt was
made to deny that the imposition of a
duty on coal would increase the price
in the west.

MR. TUPPER : Is the hon. gentle-
man not aware that a meeting of
manufacturers held at Toronto agreed
to the proposal to put a tax on coal ?

MR. OLIVER said that ho was
inlformed that a person named
Fraser, in the employment of hon.
gentlemen opposite, went through the
cOuntry and convened a meeting at
Toronto, composed of individuals who
Supported the policy advocated by hon.
gentlemen opposite. He might state
that the -Board of Trade, which was an
independent body representing the
cimercial men of this country, also
had a meeting, but did they adopt a
resolution to put a duty on coal ?

Ma. TUPPER: It was lost by a
mnajority of three.

MR. OLIVER: And how many per-
lOns attended the meeting at Toronto?
Not over 40.

Mi. TUPPER : I understood from
the statement of the Chairman, Mr.
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Howland, that 50 of the leading manu-
facturers of Ontario were present.

IMIR. OLIVER said that not one of
these individuals represented a major-
ity of the manufacturers in their
various localities. There could be no
doubt that the consumer of an article
paid the duty upon it, and yet this was
the policy advocated . by hon. gentle-
men opposite. It would be just as
wise to put a duty on salt uming into
this country, and force the salt of God-
ericlh down to the Maritime Provinces.
If hon. gentlemen opposite succeeded
at any time in putting a duty of 75c.
per ton on coal, the people would rise
against them, and put other men in
their places. He would not deny the
speech which he had been taunted with
having made. On that occasion he
tried to do what lie believed was for
the benefit of the people; but, after
considering the inatter fully, he must
admit that he was mistaken in what he
previously said.

MR. McCALLUM said it was just as
likely that the hon. member for North
Oxford had taken a mistaken view of
the case now, as at the time to which
ho referred. The Government deemed
i t desirable to raise revenue by means
of a revenue on tea, but ho would point
out that, by adopting this proposed
duty on coal, a still greater
amount of revenue would be
derived, while the coal owners of
Nova Scotia would be encouraged.
Tbe most selfish people of all were the
mover and seconder of this resolution,
because they had been supporting a
Free-trade Government for five years,
and at the eleventh hour they brought
down a resolution of this kind, which
they knew would not carry. If they
thought it would carry would those
gentlemen vote for it? He (Mr.
McCallum) intended to vote for it, be-
cause it was part ofthe policy ho advo-
cated. He hoped it would carry; and
if so, being a vote of non-confidence in
the Government, it would remove hon.
gentlemen opposite from their places,
and put other men on the Government
benches who would so arrange the
policy of the country as to protect its
industries and give men a good day's
wages for a fair day's work.
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Ma. COCK 3URN said he had hither-
to maintained silence during the dis-
cussion of the proposed trade policy
brought before the House during the
last few years. It was needless for him
to explain the difficulties which he saw
in the way of carrying out a policy to
suit different interests and different
sections of the country. The hon.
member for Cumberland had already
admitted that it was impossible to
combine these interests in order to
carry this out, but h e went further and
hoped to secure a majority at the gen-
eral election to eiable him and his
friends to bring about the so-called
National Policy. Hon. gentlemen
opposite had had a majority in two
Pailianients. In the first they passed
this National Policy, and during the
same Parliament abolished it, and
never made another move in thatdirec-
tion. He should be very happy to see
steps taken by which inter-provincial
trade could be brought about. He did
not take aîy particularinterest in any
section or in any particular branch of
industry, aid he had the most fraternal
feelings towards members from
the differeit Provinces, but, ob-
serving, as he had, the signs
of the times and the teachings of ex-
perience, it did not require very much
perception to see at once that the
whole scheme that had been proposed
was impracticable. Menibers repre-
senting wheat and flour producing dis-
tricts had their own selfish policy.
They desired to see duties imposed on
bread stuffs, which me nbers from min-
ing districts voted against, while, at
the same, they wanted duties upon
coal. These different interests were
conflicting. There were interests also
besides the manufieturing, mining and
milling interests-interests that could
not be assisted by any imposition of
duties-such as the lumber and fishing
interests. In reg. d to those and also
in the nearer sections of the country,
the effect of these imports would be to
increase the cost of developing the
country and of carrying on the lum-
bering and fishing business of the
country. It might not, perhaps, be
quite in order to say that it appeared
very much as if some of these policies
which were proposed were put forward
at this time more for the purpose of

MR. McCALLUM.

embarrassing the GoverLment than for
any other purposes, inasmuch that the
very men who now proposed them had
formerly voted to abolish what they
now advocated. lt was clear that the
different sections of the country would
not unite on this policy ; therefore, it
remained for Parliament and the Gov-
ernment to adopt a policy which
would confer the greatest benefit on
the greatest number, and that was the
policy which this Government had
been pursuing. He (Mr. Cocl burn)
had been perfectly unprejudiced in this
matter. He was free to admit hat
the proposal of Protection was ery
fascinating to superficial thi kers
who did not go thoroughly into the
question, and was supposed to be a
good stroke of party tactics designed
with a view to catch stray voters; but
he was sure, taking it all in all, that
the present Government had had no
other object in the policy which they
had adopted than the general good of
the country. Their predecessors had
had an opportunity ofintroducing a dif-
ferent policy. They did so and thon
abolished it, and now brought it for-
ward with a view of embarrassing the
Government. Hon. gentlemen oppo-
site had not now the same facilities
for arranging for the coming struggle
which they had in 1872. After abol-
ishing the National Policy, they had
the opportunity to jerrymander the
constituencies, to arrango with a
wealthy gentleman in Montreal, and
select what returning offleers they chose
-one of the latter had to be brought
to the bar of the House. He came
down at a cost of $40, and left with
$200 in his pocket from the contingent
fund, and got an appointment in the
Excise office bosides.

Several HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

Mn. SPEAKER: The hon. gentle-
man is not speaking to the question-

MR. COCKBURN said of course he
bowed to the decision of Mr. Speaker.
He did not think the inlustrial classes
would appreciate the taxation of bread
or fuel. They heard a good deal about
slaughter markets. In regard to the
iron interests, the foundry business, he
thought it was easy to trace the de-
pression to its real cause.

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.
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MR. SPEAKER: I think the hon.

gentleman has the right to show how a
dnty on coal will affect other interests.

MR. COCKBURN said the demand
for rnachinery had increased very much.
The trouble had been too much home
competition, not the slaughter markets,
or any policy of the Government.
Manufacturing establishments had been
multiplied throughout the country,and
the consequence was over-production.
They did not require to stimulate man-
ufacturers to produce more than the
country needed. H1e hoped that after
a while circumstances might change so
that their friends from the Maritime
Provinces might be able to compote
with American coal in consequence of
the reduction of the cost offreight, bet-
ter carrying facilities, and other causes
which they could not exactly name
just now; so that they might have
a larger inter-provincial trade
than at present. It was quite
obvious that this so-called National
Policy was being fairly exposed
throughout the country. People were
beginning to have their eyes opened.
The other day ho had heard of an old
Tory campaigner saying " What is the
use of this Protection cry ? Let us
have scandals, they are the things."

SomelHoN. MEMBERS : Hear, hear.

MR. BOWELL: You know that by
experience.

Ma. COCKBURN said he was free
to admit that hon. gentlemen on the
Ministerial side of the flouse had
adopted the same tacties in past times,
but none of them had gone to the ex-
treme length of taking trips thousands
of miles long in order to scent out
some proposed job. He considered
the present motion quite impracticable,
and should vote against it. References
had been made to the tea duties. He
assented that-the people throughout
the country were quite satisfied with
the tea duties. They had never had
better or chcapecr tea than at present.
Some hon. gentlemen had argued
against free trade, but there was no
P"OpOsition before the louse in favour
Of free trade. We had an incidental
protection, which, taking it all and all,
Was the best for our circumstances.
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Ma. JONES (Hlalifax) said he could
quite sympathize with the hon.
members for Cape Breton (Mr.
MacKay) and Inverness (Mr. Mac-
Donnell) to have a question of this
kind affecting an industry in which
the people of Cape Breton were so
largely interested, discussed before the
Parliamentof Canada. But they must
see the difficulties involved in the
consideration of a motion of this kind.
They must see from the discussions
which had taken place in this Parlia-
ment, that if a motion of this kind were
entertained it must extend over the
whole fiscal policy of this country.
The hon. member for Cumberland
(Mr. Tupper) had seemed anxious to
make a point against the Government
for the unswerving hostility, as he was
pleased to call it, which they had
shown to the coal interest of Cape
Breton. le thought the hon. gentle-
man was more anxious to make a point
against the Government than he was
to forward the measure which he was
professedly advocating. He thought
the hon. gentleman could hardly
point to any act of hostility on the
part of this Government against the
coal interests of Nova Scotia. They
had dealt with that question on a
broad basis, as they had dealt
with al- other questions. They had
been obliged to consider it in a broad
and national aspect, and to see how it
was going to affect the greatest num-
ber of the people of this Dominion.
They could not entertain a proposition
to put a duty on coal alone or on flour
alone, because those were sectional in-
terests whieh were proposed to be fos-
tered at the expense of the great body
of the consumers of this country. The
hon. member for Cumberland woild
remember, no doubt, when the present
Governmient, in 1874, proposed a duty
on ships' materials, no one was louder
than he in denunciation of that policy,
because he pointed out, and with some
force, that it was a sectional tax ap-

plying to the people cf the Maritime
rovinces, who would have to pay it,

while the people of Ontario and Que-
bec would not be called upon to con-
tributo anything to it. The Govern-
ment reconsidered the matter, though
not particularly in view of the objec-
tions of the hon. gentleman, and con-
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cessions were made which removed
the cause of the objections which had
been raised. The hon. gentleman was
advocating to-day a precisely similar
sectional tax. He was asking the
House to affirm that it would be wise
to put a duty on coal which the people
of Ontario would be called upon to
pay for the benefit of only a section
of the Province of Nova Scotia. H1e
(Mr. Jones) did not desire to un-
derrate the importance of the
Island of Cape Breton or of the
mineral resources of the Province
of Nova Scotia. They admitted
that they were of very great value, but
his hon. friend must know that a large
Section of Nova Scotia was not inter-
ested in the coal question.

MR. McDONALD (Cape Breton) :
What about the capitalists of Halifax.

MR. JONES said if they invested
their money in that interest, they must
take the same chance as if they invest-
ed it in other enterprises, and there
were a great many enterprises which
yielded them no botter returns than the
mines of Cape Breton. He regretted
that these were not in a more flourish-
ing condition. But if, gentlemen in-
vested their capital in these industries
they did so from other than patriotic
ideas. They did so with a view of
getting a good return, and if, unfortun-
ately,they could not get a return it was
to be regretted. The hon. gentleman
said that, of course, the member from
Nova Scotia, would vote for a proposi-
tion of this kind. He (Mr. Jones) very
much doubted if they would. A large
section of Nova Scotia was opposed to
this tax. How, for instance, were
Kings, lants, Annapolis, Digby, Lun-
enburgh, Antigonish and Guysbor-
rough interested, except in the way in
which any county was indirectly ini-
terested in the prosperity of the whole
Dominion? The hon. gentleman would
lead the people to believe that the
majority of people in Nova Scotia,
were interested in the coal mines. So
far from that being the case, the coal
interest, though an important one, was
not to be compared to the fishing or
lumber interests of that Province.

MR. MacDONNELL: Are not all the
people of Nova Scotia interested in coal
mining, inasmuch as there is a royalty

MR. JONES.

on coal which goes to swell the Ex-
chequer of the Province ?

Mi. JONES asked what this House
had to do with that question. It was
true that the more tons of coal that
wereraised in Nova Scotia the more
money was paid into the exchequer of
Nova Scotia. But there was more
mo,ney invested in, and more profit
derived from fishing pursuits than from
mining pursuits. These gentlemen
knew perfectly well that they never
could get a duty on coal unless it was
accompanied by an increase of the
tariff all round. Reference had been
made to a resolution passed by the
manufacturers in Toronto. What was
the meaning of that ? Those gentle-
men had been endeavouring for the
last three or four years to bring a
pressure upon this Parliament to in-
crease the percentage upon manufac-
tured goods. They passed a resolution
the meaning of which was that they
were willing to admit, a duty on coal,
but they knew that that meant the in-
crease of the tariff on goods in which
they were interested, which would be
more than an equivalent. These
people who were promoting a tariff on
coal would have more taken out of their
pockets in the duties they would be
called upon to contribute on other
articles than the benefit which they
expected to derive, though he did not
admit they would derive it from the
increased protection to the mines.
There was nothing this Parliament
could do in that direction which would
not actually hamper such an industry
as the large fishing industry of Nova
Scotia. It was argued by hon. gentle-
men opposite that in case of an in-
crease in the tariff they would have a
larger number of people to consume
the goods; but he challenged
the hon. gentlemen opposite to point
out any way, directly or indirectly, in
which the Government could benefit
the fishermen at all. The catch they
took from the sea was not consumed
in this country, but had to go abroad,
and yet these gentlemen representing
a large body, asked Parliament to im-
pose a large additional obligation upon
the fishermen for the sake of a few
people interested in coal. Then, .in
the case of lumber, they could not in-
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crease the value of 1,000 feet of lumber
by any duty imposed upon imported
goods. Thus, so much as they increased
the burdens on the producers of lum-
ber and fish, they took from the hard
earnings of those people and put into
the pockets of others. Placed now in
a position of greater responsibility
than before, he (Mr. Jones) felt bound
to exercise the greatest judgment and
discretion in a matter of so much im-
portance to the people of Nova Scotia;
ard looking at all the interests in-
volved, looking at the different classes
this would affect, he considered that it
would not be for the interest of the
people of Nova Scotia, as a whole, to
impose ihis duty on coal, if it were
accompanied as it must be accom-
panied, as hon. gentlemen opposite
admitted it must be accompanied, by
increased duties on other articles
which these people were obliged to
consume. The hon. gentlemen oppo-
site had shifted their ground within
the last few years. A short time ago
there was a discussion in this House,
and throughout the country, with re-
gard to the question of Protection and
Free-trade. The right. hon. gentleman
laid down a broad proposition in
favour of Protection, and was ably
sustained by many hon. gentlemen
opposite. There had never been such
an utter breakdown as had been ex-
hibited by those hon. gentlemen last
year in the discussion of that measure.
They commenced with a policy of
Protection, thinking they could per-
suade the people of this country that
it would be in their interest to go for
a protective policy; they believed
there was something captivating in the
idea of Protection, and, to a certain
extent, that idea did obtain a lodging
in the minds of the people. But they
had commenced their game too soon.
As soon as the people had time to re-
fleet, after they had been instructed by
Inembers of Parliament and the Press,
and had studied the speeches delivered
throughout the country during these
last two years, they realized the posi-
tion in which hon. gentlemen opposite
Would have placed them. When these
hon, gentlemen came back to Parlia-
nient they abandoned their policy, and
asked only for a re-adjustment of the
tariff. They abandonel the ground

they had taken when they first bronght
forward this meabare, and merelv
asked now for a re distribution of the
tariff. They knew very well they
could not touch the question of Protec-
tion unless they advanced the cost to
t he consumer. If it did not, the man
who had goods to sell would not get
more value for them, and would be
just as well off without legisla-
tion at all. When their policy
had been subject to the criticism of the
country, they fou rid they had to change
their ground, and they now proposed
merely a readjustment of the tariff, and
were not going to raise the price at all.
The right hon. gentleman knew that a
tariff was a system of compromise be-
tween different interests, that when ho
came to discuss the fiscal policy of the
country, when he summoned all the
gentlemen around him who had the
responsibilities of recommending that
policy to Parliament, they could not
legislate with regard to small or sec-
tional interests, but with regard to the
general interests. The hon.gentleman
had said we must adopt a retaliatory
policy, that we could not get recipro-
city with the United States unless we
had something to offer. It was rather
late in the day to lay down that policy.
When this country had something to
offer in return for free admission of
coal into the United States, the right
hon. gentleman neglected that interest,
and he and his policy were responsible
to-day to the people of Nova Scotia for
the unfortunate position in which that
interest was placed at present. When
the right hon. gentleman was at Wash-
ington and that treaty was under con-
sideration, it was on record that ho
was offered the free admission of coal,
lumbor and salt into the United States.
And it was on record also that when
the right hon. gentleman refused that
arrangement, he had not the courage
to hold out, when the Americans ulti-
mately withdrew it, but was yielding
enough, to use a mild expression, to
give up the only inducements we had
in our possession, namely our fisheries.
The right hon. gentleman knew that
when he parted with our fisheries, ho
parted at once and for ever, as long as
the treaty remained in force, with the
only hope this country had of securing
reciprocal relations with the United.

SuýpplU-
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States. He lid not wonder that the
right hon. gentleman and his friiends
der-ired to divert publie attention from
the real merits of the question. It was
inatural that these gentlemen, feeling
the false position in which they stood
with regard to a measure of this im-
portance, feeling that this edun'try
held them responsible for the 'position
in which the himber and coal interests
and the interests of the country gener-
ally were placed, should seek by some
side issue to divert public attention
from their responsibility. All the
speeches and motionsof the right hon.
gentleman would never take away the
responsibility which attached to him-
self, bis Government and his party, for
having placed those great interests in
their present unfavourable position.
The hon. member for Cumberland had
led the House to understand this even-
ing, that the American policy of Pro-
tection bad been so successful, that it
was increasing their exports and driv-
ing ail other countries out of the mar-
kets of the world. The hon. member
was not always such a Protectionist.
He took the hon. member for North
Oxford to task for having changed bis
views during the past four or five
years on this question. He (Mr. Jones)
thought the House would admire the
frankness with which the bon. mem-
ber for North Oxford admitted he had
changed his views on that question.
The hon. member for Cumberland
delivered a speech at Wellingtonin
1872, reported in the Mail of Novem-
ber, 1872, in which he contrasted the
position occupied by the Dominion at
that time, with the embarrassing posi-
tion which they occupied previous to
the entrance of the Maritime Provinces
into Confederation. The hon. gentle-
inan was reported to have said:

"He would now ask the electors, as he
had a right to a-k tnen, standing there as a
representative of Nova Scotia, to look at the
position the old Province of Canada occu.
pied previous to the Union, with a high
tariff of 25 per cent., with a rate of taxation
which proved a nost oppressive burden upon
the people, unable.notwithstanding this high
tariff, to pay its way, with the credit of the
country impaired, with its finances em-
barrassed and the treasurv nearly bankrupt,
and to contrast that with the present condi-
tion of affairs when the whole country was
prosperous."

MR. JoN]s.

At this time, remember, the tariff had
been reduced from 25 per cent. to 15
per cent. When these hon. gentlemen
first entertained the proposition of the
Union, they knew that the tariff of the
old Province of Canada was so high
that they never could induce
the people of the Maritime Pro-
vincés to join them unless they
reduced the tariff. The tariff was
reduced from 25 per cent. to 15 per
cent. The hon. gentleman and his
colleagues went to London to negotiate
the question of the Union, and were
there met by the delegates of Nova
Scotia, of which the hon. member for
Cumberland was one. They were also
met there by a deputation from the
anti-confederates of Nova Scotia, who
were opposed to the groundwork upon
which the Union was proposed to be
consummated. Mr. Adams, who was
on the anti-Union delegation, wrote a
pamphlet in London, taking the
ground that the people of the Maritime
Provinces were opposed to the Union
with Canada because they had under-
taken a protective policy; because, at
that time the Maritime Provinces had
a low tariff of' 10 per cent., and the
moment they joined the Union it
would be raised to 15, and probably 25
per cent., as it was understood that it
had been reduced to 15 per cent. only
for political purposes and to carry
Confederation. The hon. member for
Cumberland was on the delegation,
and had, as one of bis associates, Judge
McCulloch, who wrote a pamphlet in
reply to Mr. Adams. That was the
view taken by the right hon. gentle-
man and his colleagues, because the
right bon. gentleman was there, guid-
ing, no doubt, the discussion, and in-
fluencing, no doubt, the very document
written in reply to Mr. Adams. When
he bated his Confederation mouse-trap
ho bad to use the best bait he could
get.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
think my hon. friend is one of the
biggest rats caught in the trap.

Mu. JONES: Every argument poS-
sible had to be brought forward
against Mr. Adam, and the principal
argument used was that Canada hav-
ing once gone back on its protective
policy and on the protective tradition*

(CO MMON B.] The Coal Interests.
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of the country, would never return to
them. What position did' the right
hon. gentleman and his colleagues
occupy to-day? The hon. emiber for
Cumberland had said, in his speech al-
ready quoted, that the 25 per cent.
tariff, under which the people of
Canada were suffering,until. reduced to
induce the Maritime Provinces to
enter the Union, was a burden which
the people could not sustain ; and to
night the hon. gentleman took the op-
posite opinion, and with the view of
influencing public opinion and of dis-
placing the present Government,
endeavouring to raise the question of
protection and sail into power under
that policy. The hon. member for
Monck (Mr. McCallumn) said lie was
going to vote for this resolution, be-
cause it was a vote of want of confi-
dence in the Government. H1e did not
care what the duty, nor what was the
principle involved ; the only thing he
eonsidered was the object of displacing
the Government, and that seemed to be
the main ob ject of the motion. The hon.
member for Cumberland found fault
with the hon. member for Cape Breton,
because he said, frankly, and he was
right in saying so, that he wanted to
test the views of the hon. gentlemen
opposite. The hon. member for Cum-
berland said he should have tested
the views of hon. gentlemen on this
side. Why, the hon. member for Cape
Breton knew the views of the Govern.
ment. They had dealt with this ques-
tion as one which had been considered
in the light of publie policy as affeeting
advantageously the greatest number of
the people of this country. In Nova
Scotia, as the hon. member for Cumber-
land knew, they had a coal organiza-
tion of which Mr. Lithgow a very in-
d1uutrious yourig gentleman of Halifax
'vas secretary. Mr. Lithgow had
written and published, and said agreat
deal in favour of the imposition of a
duty on coal; but the hon. gentleman,
he thought, would admit that in his
published statements Mr. Lithgow laid
down the proposition that if a duty on
coal was accompanie I with an in-
creased duty on other articles, he did
not 'want to have a duty on coal at all.
This proposition was laid down most
distinctly and authoritatively as the
exposition of the views of the coal

owners of Nova Scotia ; therefore, they
would see that these were the views
which those gentlemen took, and which
were national from their point of view.
They held that there should be simply
a revenue tariff with respect to coal,
the samo as was done with regard to
any other article of the kind. To show
how inconsistent hon. gentlemen op-
posite were touching this matter, when
they said that they favoured a duty on
coal as a means of securing duties on
other articles, he would mention
the fact that the whole contern-
tion of these hon. gentlemen
during those last two years had
been that they must promote
the manufacturing interests of this
country. When the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston moved his first re-
solution the coal or mining interest
was not mentioned in it all, and their
whole contention had been that our
manufacturing interests shoul I be en-
couraged directly and indirectly by
every possible means. But what
would be the effect of the passage of
this motion ? It would be of no bene-
fit to the people of Cape Breton, when,
at the moderate estimate of' 75c. a ton,
and, at the same time, it would take
three quarters of a million of dollars
out of the pockets of the people of the
Upper Provinces, a very large portion
of which would be contributed by the
manufacturers of Ontario and Quebec.
This showed in what an illogical posi-
tion these hon. gentlemen placed
themselves in so arguing on a question
of this kind; and how it struek at the
interest which they were endeavour-
ing to protect. One day they held
that our manufacturers should be sup-
ported and the next day they favoured
the imposition of a duty on an article
which was necessary, in order to keep
these manufactures in operation, and
which policy must take money out of
the manufacturers' pockets. There
never was a greater contradiction in
the terms, in the effect that such legis-
lation would have upon an industry, if
it would have any effect at all, than
the policy which hon. gentlemen oppo-
site advocated. Again, the question
was whether this policy would send
coal beyond Quebec or Montreal. At
the present prices of coal in the United
States, it would take more than a dol-

Sgupply-
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lar a ton to send coal past these places,
and the people of Quebec and Mon-
treal now got their coal from Cape
Breton. These hon. gentlemen spoke
at times, a grent deal about the desira-
bility and necessi Ly of sustaining inti-
mate trade relations, and preserving,
intact, our relations with Great
Britain ; but they were now asking
that a duty should be placed on coal
-coming from Great Britain for the
benefit of our people, though we were
indebted to the poople of Great Britain
for defending us and sending out their
soldiers -

Ma. MITCHELL: Oh,
sence; don't talk about that.

non-

Ma. JONES said he begged the hon-
gentleman's pardon. The hon. gentle-
man might not attach any value to
this matter, but he must know that
Great Britain protected us with her
army and navy.

MR. MITCHIELL: Pull down the
flag.

Ma. JONES said he did not wonder
that the hon. gentleman was restive
under these allusions, as he was asking
the House to impose a duty against
the very country which protected us,
and of which we now formed a part.

Ma. MITCHELL: The hon. gentle-
man says I am asking for the imposi-
tion of a duty against the productions
of Great Britain. I have declared that
I will vote against the motion of my
hon. friend and I oppose it.

Ma. JONES said the hon. gentleman
stated that he would vote for it.

MR. MITCHELL: On the contrary,
I stated distinctly that 1 was going to
vote against it.

Ma. JONES: Against it ?
Ma. MITCHELL: Yes ; against it.
\1R. JONES said ho understood the

hon. gentleman to say that he would
vote for it as part of a general policy.

Ma. MITCHELL: Not at all, I stat-
ed distinctly that I was going to vote
against it.

Ma. JONES said that his remarks
then applied to the hon. member for
Cumberland. The hon. gentleman must
know that, no nwatter what duty was'
imposed on coal, a certain amount of it

Ma. JoNES.

would come out from England. Ships
brought it ont as ballast; they got it
for a small amount and they sold it at
Montreal for about what it had cost.
Even if $1 a ton duty was levied, this
coal would not be kept out; ships must
bave a certain amount of ballast, and
therefore, they would bring it out no
matter what the duty was. The hon.
member for Cumberland had read an
extraet from the British Trade Journa,
to which he attached very great im-
portance ; but here was an article in
this publication which bore directly
on the subject under consideration.
This article appeared last month,
and was headed " Does Protection
protect." After quoting from the
article, the hon. gentleman said that if
the ship-owners sent their vessels to
Montreal to carry away the products
of the west, and had not something to
bring out as ballast, or that would in
some way compensate them, and pay
part of the expenses of the voyage,
then he laid down this proposition,
that the shippers or the owners of the
produce must pay the whole expense
of the round voyage; and, therefore, it
came to this, that the producers of the
agricultural products of this country,
the farmers and every man who raised
anything to send abroad, by these
steamers and sailing vessels, would
then have to contribute so much more
in increased freight under the sydtem
which the hon. gentleman (Mr. Tup-
per) would have introduced here.
They must see that if these
vessels could bring out a certain
amount of coal or any other cargo,
this would pay a certain proportion
of the expenses of the round voy-
age, and just as certain as effect flowed
from cause, so would natural com-
petition give a lower rate of freight for
the products of this country whica
were carried abroad ; and there was no)
way in which the products in this
country couki be more directly interest-
ed to advantage than by having their
products carried forward at a low rate
from our shipping ports in this coln-
try; and, therefore, the hon. gentleman
would see that on equally high authOr-
ty as that which he had quoted few
moments ago, a doctrine was laid down
entirely opposite to the one which the
hon, gentleman had quoted with refer-
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,ence to this subject. He might go a
littie farther and quote from the same
number an article on American exports
-which was far from corroborating the
views which the hon. gentleman had
read to the House a short time since.
The hon. gentleman had read a quota-
tion to show that the United States had
largely increased their exports, and
this article, published only last month,
declared that the exports of the United
States last year fell off 14 millions. It
had been the fashion in the discussion
of this question to point to the United
States and their extraordinary pros-
perity. If such were the fact, why
were people now trying to come back
from the United States to Canada.
These people had left this country
while the right hon. gentleman was in
power, in very large numbers; and
they were said to be now in a starving
condition, and seeking to return to this
miserable country. He would like
very much to know why it was, if that
country was so highly benefitted by
this system of Protection, and if it was
such an Eldorado to live in, and if
every man could get employment there,
and plenty of it, at high wages, that
these people desired to return ? They
were even urged by hon. gentlemen
opposite to spend the public money,
not only to induce these people to come
here, but also toý bring them back, be-
cause they were starving and could not
live there, and to send thein to the
North-West, whither they were going
at the rate of 1,000 to 1,500 a week.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: From
Ontario and Quebec.

MR. JONES said: Yes, and from the
Jnited States. A great many went

from the United States to the North-
West. A large proportion of those
who proceeded to the North-Wast came
fron that country. The hon. gentie-
ma would not deny it, he presumed,
because they had it on the authority of
the hon. member for Terrebonne only
last year, that thousands of bis eountry-
rnen in the United States were anxious
to get back to the Dominion if they
had the means of doing so. The hon.
ileIber for Terrebonne and bis com-
Patriots opposite held that t he Govern-
raent should expend the pu blic money
in order to bring these people back,

and stated that they were not making a
living in that land so highly favoured
by Protection across the line. If there
ever was an argument in favour of the
present fiscal policy, it was the argu-
ment supplied by these facts, and by
the fact that these persons left the
country when everything was inflated
across the border, that country having
gone through a long war, and issued a
large amount of paper currency, and
when wages were increased beyond
what was natural and probable to con-
tinue, allured by the apparently high
wages, but when the whole thing had
exploded, and manufacturers multi-
plied under the protective system, and
more goods were manufactured than
they could sell, and they had protected
themselves out of the markets of the
world, then we saw the extraordinary
exhibition of all these manufactories
being closed, and these people who
left Canada a few years ago, being
thrown out of employment, were anxi-
ous to return. This was the position
in which these two countries stood
to-day; and there could be no more
striking illustration of the advantage
of the policy which this Government
had pursued, during the time they had
been in power, of making this a cheap
country to live in so that we might
attract immigrants to our shores. Hon.
gentlemen opposite knew that when
emigrants left the Old World, they
naturally selected the cheapest coun-
try to live in, all other things being
equal.

Ma. PLUMB: The best country is
where they get the best wages.

Ma. JONES: But what was $2.00 a
day if it cost $1.75 a day to live. It
was the purchasing power of labour
that was important, and the hon. gen-
tleman knew that if the views which
he (Mr. Tupper) and lis friends had
taken of our great resources in the
North-West were correct, and he was
bound to admit that there was a great
deal in tiem, and he hoped that this
venture wuuld be crowned with suc-
cess. We had fertile prairies and
fields there for the settlement of
an immense population, and the
best inducement to immigration that
could be held out to the people of the
old country to come to this country,
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was not only to show that we had a
good track of country for settlement
under a favourable climate, but also
that the necessaries of life were not
too high in price. In England, at the
present time, expenses were being re-
duced as much as possible; and we
krnew that living alongside of the
United States, it must be the policy of
Ih is country to show some illustrations
of the advantage which people could
obtain by coming across the border and
settlirg in this country; and they
were doing so, he was happy to say.
Hon. gentlemen opposite might en-
deavour to mislead the people of this
country with regard to the fiscal
policy which the present Gov-
ernment had pursued and the policy
of the United States. He was in a
position to state that hundreds of peo-
people who had gone from Nova Seotia
into the United States would be very
glad to get back to this miserable Free-
trade country if they had the means.
No impartial man could, he thought,
doubt that the arguments advanced in
the various discussions with regard to
the subject of Protection this Session,
by gentlemen on the Government side,
were unanswerable. Hon.gentlemen op-
posite had been compelled to come down
from their Protection platform and seek
a re-adjustment of the tariff. When the
people of this country came to under-
stand the question thoroughly-as, in-
deed, he believed, they now did-they
would e ce that these hon. gentlemen
liad turned the matter into a party cry,
and wouhl not again put them in a
position to interfere with the tariff for
iany years to come.

MR. McGIEGOR said that having
heard the remarks of the hon. member
for Cape Breton, he wished to give
some particulars as to the cost of
coal used in Ontario. In the State
of Ohio, or at least the centre por-
tion of it, coal was sold for 50
cents a ton, and for $1.50 more it
could be placed on Lake Erie to the
shore of Lake Huron. This very ex-
cellent quality of eoil, which compared
favourably with that of Nova Scotia,
could be bought in Toronto for $3 a
ton. The lowest tender made
by parties in Nova Scotia to
supply the Grand Trunk Railway with

ME. JONES.

coal was $3.87 in the yard at Montreal,
including 27c. for cartage, while the
same quality of American coal could
have been got for $3.50. He had often
seen coal tested, and his opinion was
that there was no better soft coal than
that of Centre Ohio. It would not, he
thought, be judicious to place the pro-
posed duty on coal.

MR. WALLACE said the coal refer.
red to was the most inferior that could
be found on the American continent.
le tMr. Wallace) believed the fisher-
men would be affected, because, if a
duty were placed upon coal, an equal
amount would be taken off some other
articles. It could be taken off tea and
sugar, and they would be able to get
their teas and their sugars for less
ratio similar to the amount taken off
coal; and he apprehendcd that no one
would say the fisherman paid a duty
on coal, so it would not affecthim. The
fishermen and the people of the whole
Dominion would obtain a beiietit in
this way. When they sent products to
the sea, the difficulty was to get return
freights. The Dominion owned the
Intercolonial Railway, and, if theysent
their produets by the Intercolonial
Railway, and had coal to bring back,
the cost of running the Intercolonial
would be lessened to the people of the
whole Dominion. Again, they had
millions of tons of coal in Cape Breton
which were useless now; but, if they
brought them to Toronto, and sold
them for $3 or $4 a ton, they added
that to the wealth of the Dominion,
which would give employment to more
people, and thus the people of the
whole Dominion would be benefitted
by the expansion of this coal industry
in Nova Scotia. It was clear, therefore,
that the hon. gentleman who said that
only the owners of these coal pits
would be benefitted, took a narrow
and sectional view of the thing.

MR. CHARLTON said he desired to
call attention to some statistics which
had been offered by the hon. member
for Cumberland, with reference to the
effect that Protection had produced in

the United States. The hon. gentle
man had informed them that the
exports from Great Britain to the
United States, in the year 18î6, were
$122,00,000, while in 1876 they were-
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$98,000,000; an4that the imports from
the United Stwat into Great Britain,
in 1865, were $84,700,000, and that in
1876 those imports had swelled to the
enonnous sum of $367,000,000. These
statisties required a little scrutiny, and
upon subjecting them to that scrutiny,
they would find that the deductions
were not what they would appear to
be on the surface. They were like
some statistics which had been offered
by the hon. member for Centre Wel-
lington (Mr. Orton), where a compari-
son was drawn between the prices of
produce, before 1860, in gold, and the
prices, subsequent to 1862, in dopre-
ciated currency, which was often
worth only 40c. on the dollar, gold.
Imports into the United States, to the
value of $122,000,000, in 1865 would
not represent $98,000,000 worth of
goods in 1876. If the United States
imported $98,000,000 worth in 1876,
they imported a larger amount of
goods than in 1865, when the value
was $122,000,000. It must be borne
in mind that, in the period from 1865
to 1876, there had been a great shrink-
age of prices. Then, in regard to
exports from the United States to
Great Britain in 1865, when the hon.
gentleman informed them that the
United States exported only $84,000,000
worth to Great Britain, they must
remember that that was at the expira-
tion of a great and exhausting civil
war. Fire and sword had swept over
the portion of that country from which
their exports of raw cotton were
derived, and they had very little
breadstuffs to export, because they
had just disbanded a million men
who had mostly been engaged in
raising breadstuffs before the war. The
exports of breadstuffs had, therefore,
sunk to a very low figure. In 1876,they exported $793,000,000 worth of
raw cotton, while in 1865 they export-
ed almost nothing. In 1876, they ex-
ported an unusually large amount of
breadstuffs, food and petroleum. In
1865, Owing to the fact that they were
just emerging from the civil war, they
exported almost nothing of those arti-
eles. This showed how utterly unre-
iable those statistics were, if the aim

Were to prove what the hon. member
for Cumberland never could prove,that Protection had benefitted the
United States. He would give the

House some statistics as to the imports
and exports of grain in this country,
which would show whether or not the
farmer needed Protection. But before
referring to that question he might be
permnitted to say that the resolution
offered to-night by the hon. member
for Cape Breton (Mr. MacKay) illus-
trated as forcibly as anything could
illustrate, the utter absurdity of the-
Protection policy. Here was a resolu-
tion which standing upon its own
naked merits was condemned by Pro-
tectionists upon the floor of this flouse,
and which no Protectionist in this
House, except those immediately in-
terested in coal, would venture to jus-
tify; and yet this resolution, this
policy standing upon its own naked
merits, was no more absurd or unjusti-
fiable than every single item of this
Protectionist policy viewed one by
one. The policy of a duty on manu-
factures was calculated to impose
heavy burdens on the country for the
benefit of a small class. The grain
duty would tax the great people of
this country for the benefit of a com-
paratively small class. He (Mr.
Charlton) had been tempted at one
time to introduce a motion similar to
that of the hon. member for Cape·
Breton. There was a struggling in-
dustry in his riding. They raised
corn there, and would not object
to a duty of ten cents a bushel
on corn ; but they would not con-
sent to it if it were coupled with a
duty on other grains and on manufac-
tures, oecause they would lose by sich
a duty, even if only two and a-half
per cent. additional was levied on
goods. Four years ago the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) who
was now very much exercised as to.
the depression which existed as to the
agricultural industry of the country,
had entertained different opinions.
Four years ago he spoke as fol-
lows:-

"The only interest which the Finance
Minister pretended was suffering the slightest
depression was the agricultural interest, and
he (Mr. Tupper) would ask the great con-
suming population of this country whether
they thought the agrieultural interest was
suffering ? He thought they would give a
decided response, without any hesitatiori,
that the agricultural interest at this momerit
was enjoymng a condition of prosperity second
to none in the world."

Supply-
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These were the opinions of the hon.
member for Cumberland in 1874. How
was it that the opinions of the hon.
gentleman had undergone such a
change during the subsequent four
years ? Were the agriculturists to-day
in a worse position than they were in
1874? Were they requiring a measure
of protection to-day which they did
not require in 1874 ? No; they were
not; and he proposed to show very
briefly the utter absurdity of the im-
position of a duty on grain for the
purpose of enhancing the prices. Our
imports of wheat, reducing flour to
wheat at the rate of four and a-half
bushels to the barrel, from June 30th,
1873, to December 31st, 1877, had
been 44,807,027 bushels, valued at
$52,755,656. Our export during the
same period bas been 55,004,005
bushels, valued at $69,290,06. During
that period the balance of our exports
of wheat over our imports had been
10,197,878 bushels in quantity,
and $16,544,369 in value. If
we exported that vast surplus of
-wheat during those four years and
a-half, what in the name of common
sense, would have been the effect of a
-duty on wheat. It would not have been
to raise the price bere. We were
regularly exporting a large surplus to
Eng land, and the price obtained in that
-country fixed the price not only in
Montreal, but in New York, in Odessa,
and in every wheat market in the
world. Thus the only effect a duty
-on wheat could have produced in those
years would have been to deprive the
shippers, the commission men, the mil-
lers, and the labouring men of Canada
,of the employment and the gains aris-
ing from the handling of forty-four
,millions of bushels of wheat.

MR. MAcDONNELL: The hon. gen.
tleman is not speaking to the question-

MR. SPEAKER: I cannot myself
see the connection.

MR. CHARLTOIN : I am bound to
show the connection.

MR. JONES (South Leeds): Could
mot that wheat be just as well exported
in bond through this country.

MR. CHARLTON said there existed
between the transportation routes of
Canada and the United States the

Ma. CHARLTON.

keenest competition. We had been
engaged in enlarging our canais in
order to give us a through transporta.
tion. Were we to impose a duty on
grain, we could by no possibility devise
a bonding scheme 'which would result
satisfactorily, and the only resuit of
such a duty would be to place such
vexatious restrictions on our carrying
trade as to seriously interfere with it.
As to this duty on grain-

Several HoN. MEMBERS: Coal.

MR. CHARLTON said that, for the
last eleven years, the American farm-
ers had been protected by heavy duties
on grain. Why was it that, under
those cii cumstances, after having en-
joyed Protection for eleven years, those
farmers were selling us their grain,
and hon. gentlemen opposite were call-
ing for Protection against them ? If
Protection could produce any such
result as was anticipated, why had it
not done so in the United States?
That fact, itself, exploded that policy,
showed it was an utter fallacy, and
that a duty on grain could not have
any effect at all. It was held, he
believed, that the imposition of those
duties would coerce the United States
into granting more liberal trade rela-
tions, and he was coming to the con-
sideration of the utter absurdity of
this belief. A reciprocity of tariff
would produce no effect, so far as the
United States tariff was concerned, and
would be most disastrous to ourselves.
What did hon. gentlemen mean by
reciprocity of tariff ? The right hon.
member for Kingston said it would
seoure reciprocity of trade. lion-
members would take, he supposed, the
average rate of duties on our goods im-
posed by the United States, and applY
it to goods imported by us. The aver-
age rate of duties which we impOseA
on the entire list of imports was 13 per
cent., while the average rate of duty
in the United States, on the entire list,
was 26 per cent.; that was including
all free as well as dutiable goods.
Hon. gentlemen, therefore, meant that
the burthens of the consumers in Cana-
da should be exactly doubled ; that wo
should increase the average rate of
duties on the entire list free, and ail
from 13 to 26 per cent. If there were
any meaning in reciprocity of tariffs,
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it had that meaning. Was it supposed
that that policy could produce any
effect in securing a modification of
American trade regulations. On the
contrary, common sense would
lead them to suppose that it would lead
to reprisals.

Ma. M-ADONNELL: I do not
think the question of Reciprocity is in
any way connected with the coal in-
terest.

Ma. SPEAKER: The present pro-
posal is one for reciprocity of tariff, as
far as it goes. The hon. gentleman is
generalizing very much, and in my
opinion, is going too far from the ques-
tion before the -House; but it is very
bard to restrain the discussion.

Ma. CHARLTON said that with re-
spect to this question of coal, he desired
to point out the absurdity of the ex-
pectation that a duty of 75c. per ton on
Nova Scotia coal would lead to any large
consumption of that article in Canada.
The best Blossburgh could be laid down
in Belleville at $3.75 per ton. Nova
Scotia coal could be laid down in Mont-
real at $3.78. Bituminons coal from
Ohio could be laid down in Toronto at
83; and the best Pennsylvania coal
could be laid down in Chicago at $3.85.

MR. MAcDONNELL: What is your
authority ?

3R. CHARLTON said the hon. gen-
tleman could refute his statement if he
pleased. He protested against the in-
terruption of the hon. member. If this
statement was true, how utterly absurd
it was to believe that a duty of 75c.
per ton would lead to the transporta-
tion of Nova Scotia coal from Belleville,
West, in competition with those kinds
Of American coal. It would be impos-
ing a tax on the country; and while it
Would be giving a very small advan-
tage to Nova Scotia, it would add from

f to 7½ per cent. on an average, accord-
ing to the representatives of manufac-
turers, to the cost of goods manufac-
tured in Western Canada ; it would
be a most unjust, injurious, and absurd
tax. Hle would attempt to show that
the duty on grain exported from
Canada to the United States. was, in
all cases, paid by the consumer, and
he would take, as an illustration, the
article of barley, because, if there was

one description of grain more than
another on which a plausible argument
could be constructed, that our farmers
were not repaid the American duty,
it was that article. In the last four
years and a-half we had exported
37,215,000 bushels of barley, and re-
ceived therefor $28,732,600, while we
had imported only 767,000 bushels,
paying therefor $376,000. In other
words, we had exported 48 times more
than we imported, and had received 76
times as much from what we exported
as we had paid for what we imported.
During the period of reciprocity we
had received, on an average, 75Îc. per
bushel for barley.

Mi. SPEAKER: The hon. member
is discussing a question not at all re-
levant. He is opening up the whole
question of Protection. If the Houso
chooses to have tbat question reopenecd
it could do so; but if the hon. meni-
ber speaks on this question, I must
permit every hon gentleman to speak
to every conceivable point involved.

MR. CHARLTON said his object
was to answer some statements made
by the hon. member for Cumberland
concerning the effect of reciprocity
during the period of Free-trade. The
country received 75Jc. per bushel for
barley, and, since that period, it had
received 78 and eight tenths cents per
bushel, or 3½c. more during the period
when a duty of 15c. per bushel was
imported on barley by the American
Government than when barley was
free. That exploded the idea
that the producer paid the
duty. He would close his re-
marks by again referring to the fact
that this duty on coal, absurd as it
unquestionably was, was not a particle
more absurd than a duty on any single
interest,-on manufactured goods, on
grain, or in favour of the interests
clamouring for Protection; and it was
only when all those interests were
combined in one resolution, that they
had the slightest appearance of respect-
ability or of plausibility. He would
vote against this duty like the hon.
member for Northumberland, but for
different reasons from those he had
stated. That hon. gentleman said his
reason was that this was not part of a
general plan. fie (Mr. Charlton)
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would vote against it because it was
part of a general plan of which he did
not approve-a general plan-every
item and every feature of which was
as objetionable as this duty upon coal.

Ma. PLUMB said he was surprised
to hear such a speech as that which
had been made by the hon. member for
North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton). He
had challenged the consistency of his
hon. friend the member for Cumber-
land (Mr. Tupper). In reference to
that tu quoque argument he should only
say that his own course hardly entitled
him to raise any question of consist-
ency. He (Mi. Plumb) had seldom
heard a more ingenious argument than
was used by that hon. gentleman in a
certain speech he made on Protection,
which was so conclusive that the hon.
gentleman had never yet been able to
answer it himself, though he had at-
tempted to do so. The hon. gentleman
had just stated that the consumer
always paid the duty. le thought
that fallacy had been exploded often
enough. There was no doubt that the
consumer paid the duty on imported
articles which the country did not pro-
duce. But to tell him (Mr. Plumb)
that the barley which was raised in
Amherstburg or Windsor, and was sold
in competition with the barley
raised on the other side of
the Detroit River, did not
pay the 15c. per buchel duty, and the
expense of carrying it across, was to
tell him what no Amherstburgh farmer
believed, and he gave the hon. gentle-
man credit for too much intelligence
than to think he believed it himself.
The hon. member for Essex (Mr. Mc-
Gregor) had given a schedule of prices
at which coal could be delivered in
Canada. An hon. gentleman wbo was
perfectly acquainted with the prices of
coal in the States, had informed him,
that this schedule was not entirely
correct. He did not accuse the hon.
member for Essex of having made an
incorrect statement, but he placed
against it that of an equal authority.
Coal of the best quality could not be
delivered in Toronto at less than $5 to
$6 per ton. It was no argument to
quote the price of coal entirely inferior
to that under discussion. The speech
of the hon. the Minister of Militia was

MR. CHARLTON.

entirely deficient in argument. It w'as
the oft-repeated speech of Nova Scotia's
wrongs and difficulties, and was marked
only by its utter irrelevancy to the
matter in hand, and its utter want of
logical connection. He wanted to
make Canada a cheap country; but,was that a cheap country where there
was scarcity of employment ? A cheap
country was where a man got a
good day's wage for a proper
day's labour. It was mockery to
talk to a starving man about
low prices, and there was no policy
which could tend more to reduce the
people to that state than that pursued
by the Government. Then there was
the spectacle, certainly an amusing
one, of the hon. member for North Ox-
ford, stating that a few years ago,when
he was an ingenious youth of ffty sum-
mers, he had brought in a tariff resolu-
tion,but that he had then had no experi-
ence and did not know the mischief he
wasdoing. But he was no tyro then,
and his attempt now to excuse bis course
then, on the ground of inexperience,
must afford amusement to every one
who has listened to the arguments
brought forward. He said the manu-
facturers brought such a pressure that
they actually misled him, and that,
after the experience of twelve months,
the measure gave great dissatisfaction.
The circumstances when the hon.
member for North Oxford brought in
his resolution, and the circumstances
to-day, were so widely different that no
comparison could be made between the
two periods. Up to the Fall of 1873,
the great question which had been
agitated since then,the question of Pro-
tection, had not been pressed upon the
country. For years Canadians had
been selling the Americans everything,
owing to their system of inflation, and
they could sell nothing in return.
Everyone who knew anything of the
condition of the country knew that
this was an utter fallacy, and ne gen-
tleman should make the argument
which was made by the hon. members
for South Waterloo and North Oxford
and a host of other hon. gentlemen On
the other side of the House; though he
gave them the credit of supposing that
they did not use this argument With
any sincerity, for it was perfectlY
apparent that the condition of things
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éin 1873-4 and now was entirely differ-

ent,as, at the presont time. this country
was made a siaughter market for

American goods. No comparison
could be made between these periods.
This resolution was introduced by as
faithful, and he might almost say a
servile follower of the Government,
and his whole career in Parliament. -

MR. MACKAY (Cape Breton): If
the hon. gentleman refers to me, I
hurl the statement back as ungentle-
manly, and improper, and out of
place.

Several HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
is out of order, and the hon. member
for Niagara useci an unparliamentary
expression wben he spoke of the hon.
gentleman as being a servile fol-
lower.

Ma. PLUMB said the hon. gentle-
man had supported the Government
with such great faithfulness, and in
such an unreasoning manner, that,
with full knowledge of the great
interests of the country he represented
that were at stake, he (Mr. MacKay)
had uniformly voted down every pro-
position which had been brought up
by the Opposition touching the ques-
t.ons which most vitally concerned
the hon. gentlemen and his consti.
taents. The hon, gentleman had
afforded one of the most remarkable
spectacles of subserviency to the party
in power by the course ho had pur-
sued in this louse since he (Mr.
Plumb) became a mem ber of it, and
this hon. gentleman now, at the
eleventh hour, and in a moribund
Parliament, about the time when he
had to render account to his consti-
tuents, brought forward this resolution
is a sort of death-bed confession, which
he trusted might be acceptable to his
Constituents. Members of the Opposi-
tion, consistent with their professions,
would support this resolution as they
knew that it was only the part of a
great scheme. But it would not find
favour on the other side of the House,
and members of the Opposition
would affirm a principle in which they
al believed, by supporting this reso-
lation, perhaps a great deal to the hon.
gentleman's astonishment. The hon.

gentleman had brought it forwa-d for
purposes best known to himself. Did
he suppose for one moment that it
could tind favour at the hands of the
Government, which lie (Mr. MacKay)
had supported so sedulously. The hon.
gentleman's course was apparent to
everybody; he had never dreamed of
such a thing as the success of this mo-
tion, he had offered it for an entirely
diffèrent purpose which ho (Mr.
Plumb) would not characterize. Mem-
bers of the Opposition wished it to be
understood distinctly that this motion
did not all meet the question which
they advocated, it was only part of a
great scheme, and it could not stand
by itself. No doubt every hon. gentle
man who entertained the same views
with hinself would support the reso-
lution though they were not guided
and could not be guided by any parti-
cular party necessities or party affi-
liations, while so actIng.

MR. CAMPBELL said that when ho
read this resolution he had concluded
that it was only a farce. When ho
entered the Ilouse, three years ago,
he was inclined to support the party
in power; they had professed such
purity and reform principles that ho
was really led to believe that they
were in some degree sincere, but ho
was not here many weeks before ho
came to the conclusion that the Gov-
ernment was incapable of properly
steering the ship of' State, though they
might do very well in a small boat.
This ship was too big for these hon.
gentlemen. Ie was not long in
the iHouse before he applied to
the hon. member for Cape Breton
(Mr. MacKay), to bring up this
coal question; but the hon. gentleman
backed down, and would give him no
help. Hie had concluded that the Gov-
ernment had no policy but that of expe-
diency. They had no direct course or
compass; they only drifted, the ship
was too large for these hon. gentlemen.
They might do well enough in a barge
on the lakes, but at sea they were utter-
ly at a loss. The hon. gentleman op-
posite had opened up a large field for
discussion.

SIR. JOHN A. MACDONALD: It is
much larger than a coal field.
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Ma. CAMPBELL said that the Gov-
ernment were willing to annoy the
country with the Stamp Tax,which was
most annoying to business men, and
other imposts, but they were not in-
clined to assist in encouraging and de-
veloping the industries of the country.
They refused to put a duty on coal, and
to protect the. country's interests, but
they were willing to raise a revenue in
the most obnoxious and disagreeable
manner possible. The Government
that would allow American coal to come
in free of duty,and that would kill our
own industries, ought not to be per-
initted to remain a day longer in
power. Besides, they brought in Rus-
sians and Mennonites who refused to
defend the country in which they lived.
No country had attained eminence un-
less it possessed coal. This was a most
important interest and it should bc en-
couraged. He had voted for the pro-
tection of breadstuffs; he was one of
29 in 280 gentlemen, and this was the
proudest vote that he had ever given
in his life. The Government should
pass laws and regulations for the bene-
tit of the whole population ; sectional
interests should not prevail. They
should remember that they were found-
ing a country for posterity, and they
should sacrifice their private interests
for the common and public good.
One section said " We will not use
your coal if we can get it cheaper else-
where." Was that an argument that
should be used in this louse ? No.
He was anxious to protect his neigh-
bour's flour, oats, barley, cheese,
tobacco or any other production from
the encroachments of foreigners. He
must say, then, that the Premier had
done wrong to surround himself with
men who were unable to form a pro-
per opinion with regard to this sub-
ject. These men had no brains, they
did not possess one inch of human na-
ture, and the Minister of the Interior
in particular, was unfit for his position.
What had been the result of the policy
adopted by these gentlemen during
the last four years ? The country had
almost become insolvent. The Pro-
vince which he came from was bank-
rupt now. These gentlemen paid no
attention to the wants of the country.
They said -" We don't require to listen
to these people, we can buy constituien-

Sm JOHN A. MACDONALD.

cies and we can tax you; we can give
so many thousand to this or that man."
But that policy must come to au end.
These gentlemen were antagonistic to
the interests of the country, but they
must be brought to a sense of their
duty.

Ma. BLAIN : I rise to order. The
hon. gentleman is not speaking to the
question, and this sort of language
ought not to be tolerated.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
for Victoria has asserted, as I under-
stand him, that it is essential for the
prosperity of this country that a pro-
tective duty should be placed on coal.
It is true he has repeated things a great
many times, but still his arguments
are as relevant at one time as at
another. le has certainly used ex-
pressions towards a member of this
House which may be rather unparlia-
mentary, but 1 thought it as well to let
him go on.

Ma. CAMPBELL said he only
wished to point out that the fact of
the hon. member for Cape Breton,
having voted against similar resolutions
to his own, proposed by the Opposi-
tion, showed that the policy of the
Government was one of expediency

MR. DYMOND said that having, at
an earlier period of this Session, dis-
cussed this question at some length,
he simply rose to make a reply to the
remarks which had fallen from the
bon. member for Essex, and other
speakers. It was, he admitted, a mat-
ter of considerable difficulty to ascer-
tain the comparative prices of Nova
Scotia and American coal. In speak-
ing of the price of coali, it must be
borne in mind, too, that the ton of
Nova Scotia coal was what was called
the long ton of 2,240 lbs., while the
American ton was equat only to 2,000
lbs. It, therefore, became of import-
ance to ascertain the precise value Of
the same quality of c6al delivered at
two different points by Nova ScotiS
and American coal mines respectivelY.
While discussing, too, the value e1
Nova Scotia coal at such points as
Toronto and Hamilton, the large area
of country to the west where the con-
sumption of coal was largely increas-
ing, and where, geographicallY, the
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supply was muel more easily obtained
from American than Nova Scotian
sources, must be borne in mind. Last
year a contract was made by the Grand
Trunk Railway Company for a supply
of coal at various places, notably Mon-
treal and Toronto, and the results were
set forth in a speech which he held in
bis band. Tenders for Nova Scotia
coal were accepted by the Railway
Company for Montreal, at $3.96 per
long ton on the wharf, or, adding 27
cents for cartage, to $4.23 in the yard.
In Toronto a tender for American coal
was accepted at $3.40 per short ton in
the yard, or $3.78 per long ton, being
a difference, in favour of the United
States coal, of 45 cents. Thon, the
cost of conveying coal from Montreal
to Toronto would not, he thought, cost
less than $1.50 per ton, which, of
course, must also be taken into account.
Under ordinary circumstances it would
be $2. That applied to coal delivered
at Montreal, Toronto, or lamilton
only. It did not apply to the large
quantity of coal which would be con-
sumed if Nova Scotia coal could be ob-
tained west or north-west of those
cities. That seemed to be conclusive
as to the fact that 75c. a ton would not
allow Nova Sceotia coal to ho laid down
in the west, and if that would fail to
bring Nova Scotia coal. to Toronto or
Hamilton, 50c. a ton would be less
efficient.

MR. PLATT said his constituents
were much interested in the coal ques-
tion. A large quantity of coal was
consumed in Toronto. The depression
in the United States had reduced the
price of coal a great deal. In previous
years the price of coal had been $5 or$6 a ton, and sometimes $7 a ton. The
usual price, last year, in Toronto had
been $5 and $5.25, and this year it was
""uch lower. These gentlemen from
N'_ova Scotia wanted protection to coal,though they claimed to be Free-traders.
This was very selfish. ie (Mr. Platt)
was willing to place a duty on coal
when they got a reconconstruction of
the Tariff, such as was proposed by his
hon. friend fronm Kingston, but he
should vote against this selfish propo-sition. These gentlemen were looking
to get the votes of their constituents,
and wanted to be able to say that they

138

had brought forward a proposition to
put a duty on coal. They om-ht to be
ashamed of themselves. The peo-
ple of Ontario were willing to
put a duty on coal if they
could get a readjustment of the Tariff.

Sia JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
he took the opportunity a day or two
ago to say to the hon. gentleman at
the head of the Government that he
was ready to assist him in getting as
much business through the House as
rapidly as possibly, but ho might have
made no such promise, as the majority,
at least, did not seem wearied, and
were apparently anxious to keep Par-
liament for some time longer. The
Minister of Militia reopened the ques-
tion of Protection that had been dis-
cussed for a weck or more on the
speech from the Throne, and also on
his (Sir John A. Macdonald's) motion,
and certainly ho had not added any-
thing to the stock of» information on
the subject. Hlowever, if hon. gentle-
men opposite were determined to have
the question discussed again they could
have it discussed. The Minister of
Militia had also tried to lcad away the
Bouse from the discussion immediately
before it. The reason of that was that
he was in a difficult position. In the
first place ho was a Nova Scotia mem-
ber, in the next place he was a member
of the Government, and in the last
place he was a member of Halifax;
and, therefore, he had thought it well
to fly away from the subject before the
House and to open up the whole ques-
tion. lIe (Sir John A. Macdonald)
would not follow him into his discus-
sion of the Washington Treaty, a mat-
ter which was settled, but would just
refer to bis statement that the policy
of the United States was injurious to
its trade, indeed, that it was so injuri-
ous that hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple were leaving the country and flock-
ing to Canada. He (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) thought the hon. gentleman,
and he was not then so mach fettered as
ho was now, in a communication to
Sir Francis Iincks used these words:-

" Again, you are no doubt aware that the
American Government, always alive to the
interests of their people and all that relates
to the prosperity of their coun try, have re-
cently passed a Treasury order increasing
co:-iderably the drawbak on vhite refined
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sugar, the result of which bas been that the
great bulk of that quality of sugar now in
use in Canada cones froni that quarter, etc.
Hence it follows that if our trade is to be en-
couraged or sustained, such exceptional legis-
lation must be met by corresponding legisla-
tion on our part."

MR. JONES (Halifax): Hear, hear.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: And
this is the retaliatory policy the hon.
gentleman speaks of.

MR. JONES: Exceptional.
SmR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Ex-

actly, that is exactly. the policy
of this side of the Hlouse. So
long as there was such a policy
obtaining in the United States the
people of this country must take means
to meet it. Canada must be, in the
words of the Minister of Militia, "al-
way s alive to the interests of our
people," and take steps to protect the
people against a policy which was in-
jurious to their interests.

Ma. JONES (Halifax): Hear, hear;
I quite agree with the hon. gentleman.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
However, he wished to say a few words
with reference to the motion before the
House. The hon. gentleman who
moved it, did not pretend to assume
that he moved it in the interests of
Nova Scotia. He did not pretend to
say that it was in the interest of tho
coal owners. On the contrary, it was
moved, as the hon. gentleman admit-
ted, for the purpose ot trying what
metal the leader of the Opposition was
made of, with a view to testing his sin-
cerity; and in order to put him, as the
hon. gentleman thought, in a false
position, be was willing to make a
motion at the wrong time, in the wrong
way, and with the knowledge that he
was going to accumulate against the
interest which he professed to repre-
sent, probably the largest vote which
would be given in this House on this
question. He, a very obsequious, a
very continuous, and a very humble
follower of the Government, was to
make himself the means of accumulat-
ing against the coal interest the vote
of the whole Liberal party, the whole
of the Ministry, and to bring down
upon himself by his motion the state-
ment by a Nova Scotia member, and a

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

member of the Ministry, that his
motion was absurd, and the conse.
quences would be disastrous to the
couniry. He (Mr. MacKay) would go
down to his constituents, and they
would know that he brought the motion
up for party parposes, and for the pur-
pose of destroying or prejudicing the
chances of the coal owners to get the
relief they wanted. He (Sir John A.
Macdonald) would like to be near when
they met him.

Ma. MAcKAY: You would receive
a very warm reception.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he had no doubt he would receive a
good reception if ho went down. The
hon. gentleman had studiously set
every other interest against the coal
interest. In voting against his (Sir
John A. Macdonald's) resolution, which
supported the protection of all inter-
ests, he had voted to set every interest
against him. He had voted to set the
whole of Western Canada against it
by voting against a duty on wheat and
flour, and to set all the rest of Canada
against it by voting against a duty on
corn and oats, and no doubt his consti-
tuents knew it. He prepared his
motion with a view to preventing as
many as possible from voting for il.
The coal owners only asked a duty of
50c. a ton, but ho asked 75c., in order
to shock the Western people, who were
consumers of American coal. Then be
made it a duty on all kinds of coal,
although there was no anthracite coal
in Cape Breton, and the coal owners
werp quite willing to accept a duty of
50c. a ton on bituminous coal.

An HoN. MEMBER: No.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
of course they would be glad to have
a duty on anthracite coal as well, but
they would be quite satisfied with the
minor duty. He (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) would be quite justified in vot-
ing against his resolution, but he 'vas
going to vote for it.

MR. MACKENZIE: That is against
your argument.

Sm JOHN A. MACDONALD said
ho had two reasons for voting for it-
a trade reason and a political reason.'
The trade reason was, that it was a stOP
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in the right direction of the policy the
Opposition had ,been urging. He
would vote for it because it was a part
of that policy which was being
brought up peacemeal by the suppor-
ters of the Govern ment. Suppose they
should carry a duty on coal, then when
Protection to manufacturers was pro-
posed, the representatives of the coal
interest would be compelled to vote for
it, because if they did not the Protec-
tion they had would be repealed. The
political reason was, that the Premier
had declared all the votes on motions
of this kind to be votes of want of
confidence. When lie (Sir John A.
Macdonald) introduced his resolution,
lie (Mr. Mackenzie) called it a want of
confidence motion, and, as a conse-
quence, the Ministerialists were whip-
ped in, the whip sounded through the
House, the studs sprang to the collar,
and many were converted, including
the hon. members for North Norfolk
and North Oxford. Notwithstanding
that, four, who ordinarily supported the
Government, were not converted, and
they voted want of confidence-Messrs.
Brown, Coupal, Macdonald (Cornwall),
and Robillard-and it was only right
to say that any one who voted want of
confidence had not regained his confi-
dence in the Government until he was
converted. So that these gentlemen,
in justice to them, it should be said,
still had no confidence in the Govern-
ment. Then there came afterwards a
motion for the member for West Hast-
ings and the member for East Durham.
who also proposed a vote of want of
confidence in the Government because
the Premier would not put a duty on
wheat. There were six Ministerialists
who voted want of confidence in the
Government on the resolution pro-
posed by the member for Iberville
(Mr. Bechard) to protect coarse
grains. The louse did not know how
inany Ministerialists would vote for
the present resolution, but it was cer-
tain the mover and seconder and the
hon. member for Richmond (Mr.

7lynn) would. There were three.
Altogether there were ten who had
Voted against the Government.
The Government had a majority in the
first Session of eighty-six votes. On
the question of policy raised under his
resolution, they had a majority of
thirty-seven, and all remembered what
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an active whip had been used to get
that majority. Of those thirty-seven
there were now ten who reversed their
views and were about to declare, at
this moment, a vote of want of confi.
dence in the Government, and those
ten would count twenty on a division;
therefore, the Government had a
majority, on this individual vote, of
seventeen. So that on the trade of
policy, the tariff policy of t he Govern-
ment, the strong majority of eighty-
six would stand, after th ! vote, only
seventeen. That was a triumph for
the Opposition, and foreshadowed the
result at the approaching elections.
Why did these gentlemen, who ordi-
narily supported the Premier, now
vote against his policy ? Because the
pressure of their constituents demand-
ed this vote from them. Anxious as
they were to support him, they felt
constrained to vote either for his (Sir
John A. Macdonald's) motion, or for
the motion on wheat and flour, or the
motion on coarse grains, or the motion
on coal.

MR. JONES (South Leeds) said the
hon. member for North Oxford (Mr.
Oliver) had stated that Mr. Fraser, the
Secretary of the Manufacturers'
Association, who was a Re-
former, was a body-servant of
the right hon. member for Kings-
ton, and that the meeting of that
Association, held in Toronto, had been
called together by Mr. Fraser going
around to different towns and nomin-
ating gentlemen to attend it. Both of
those statements were totally un-
founded and incorrect. With regard
to the meeting itself, the hon. gentle-
man said it consisted of a miserable
few of fifty. That meeting was at-
tended by delegates who had been
elected by the different Associations
throughout Canada, from Montreal
to Sarnia, and who represented every
shade of politics; and the resolutions
were passed unanimously. He, as an
Ontario manufacturer, was ready to
place the duty on coal which a read-
justment of the tarif would require,
but could not give his support to this
specific motion for a duty of 75c. per
ton.

MR. KERR said, as a representative
of Ontario, he entered his solemn pro-
test against this resolution. He did
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not see why the people should be taxed
50c., 75c., or 81 per ton for the benefit
of a few people interested in coal mines
in Nova Scotia. The right hon. gen-
tleman said he would vote for this
-amendment, because it was a vote of
want of confidence in this Government.
Did the hon. gentleman mean to tell
the House and country that this was to
entitle them to the confidence of the
country, for this was a tax which the
people did not want, and would not
have; and this policy did not entitle
the Opposition to the confidence of the
country. He would have very great
pleasure in aiding. by his vote,
the Speaker to announce that
this amendment had been carried
in the negative. If they had time they
would see the whole circle ofthe trade
relations comprised in this wretched
National Policy taken up one by one,
and shown to be a complete circle of
absurdities. There were agreat many
manufacturers in his part of the coun-
try and in Ontario, who were
beginning to find out the meaning of
this tax on coal; and the right hon.
gentleman would find that this tax had
done very much, even in tho minds of
rnanufacturers, to shake the confidence
that they were disposed to have in the
right hon. gentleman's so-called Na-
tional Policy. The right hon. gentle-
man and his followers knew and felt
that :they had an elephant on their
hands, and he wished them luck with
it. As a representative of an Ontario
constituency, he wished to enter his
solemn protest against the result
sought to be fastened on the people of
this country by this amendment. He
did not care who moved it; to pass it
would be unwise and unjust, and ho
had no doubt that it would share the
fate of what the riglit bon. gentleman
had called the first tep in his National
Policy. They wou d now take another
.step in this relation.

Ma. MAcKAY: Mr. Speaker
HoN. MEMBERS: Question, order.
MR. MAcKAY: I crave the indul-

gence -

Mu. SPEAKER: The mover of the
amendment bas no right to address the
House a second time, unless the House
chooses to indulge him.

Mu. KERR.

MR. MAcKAY: Mr. Speaker -
Several HoN. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. SPEAKER: As the House is

so very strongly disposed not to hear
the hon. gentleman, I cannot permit
him to speak. Call in the members.

Mu. MAcKAY: Mr. Speaker -

Mu. SPEAKER: The members are
called in and no bon. member bas a
right to address the Chair.

Amendment (Mr. MacKay, Cape
Breton) negatived on the following
division:-

YEAs :

Messieurs

Bourbeau, MacKay (Cape Breton),
Bowell, Macmillan,
Bunster, McCallum,
Campbell, McInnes,
DeCosmos, McQuade,
Dewdney Orton,
Ferguson, Plumb,
Flynn, Robinson,
Gibbs (North Ontario),Schultz,
Haggart, Thompson (Cariboo),
Little, Tupper,
Macdonald (Kingston),Wallace ( Norfolk,)
McDonald(CapeBreton)White (East Hastings).
MacDonnell(Inverness) -2Y.

Appleby,
Archibald,
Aylmer,
Baby,
Bain,
Barthe,
Béchard,
Benoit,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blackburn,
Blain,
Blake,
Bolduc,
Borden,
Borron,
Bourassa,
Bowman,
Brooks,
Brouse,
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John,
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael,
Caron,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Charlton,
Cheval,
Christie,
Chunch,

Messieurs
Huntington,
Hurteau,
Irving,
Jetté,
Jones (Halifax),
Jones (South Leeds),
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,
Lajoie,
Landerkin,
Langevin,
Langlois,
Lanthier,
Laurier,
Macdougall (East

gin),
McDougall(S.Renfrew),
McDougall (Three Biv-

ers),
Mackenzie,
McCarthy,
McCraney,
McGregor,
McIntyre,
Malouin,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Mitchell,
Monteith,.
Montplaisir,
Norris,
Oliver,
Juimet,

Paterson,
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Cockburn, Perry
coffin, Pettes
costigan, Pickard,
Coupai, Pinsonnean It,
Currier, Platt,
Cuthbert, Pope (Compton),
Daoust, Ray,
Delorme, Richard,
De Veber, Ross (East Durham),
Degas, Ross (West Middlesex,
Dymond, Ross (Prince Edward),
Farrow, Rouleau,
Ferris, Ryan,
Fiset Rymal,
Fleming, Scatcherd,
Flesher, Scriver,
Forbes, Shibley,
Fraser, Short,
Fréchette, Sinclair,
Galbraith, Skinner,
Geoffrion, Smith (Peel),
Gibson, Smith (Selkirk),
Gillies, Smith (Westmoreland),
Gillmor, Snider,
Goudge, Stephenson,
Greenway, St. Jean,
Guthrie, Taschereau,
Haddow, Thompson(Haldimand)
Hagar, Trow,
Hall, Wallace (Albert),
Harwood, White (N.Renfrew),
Riginbotham, Wood,
Holton, Yeo,
Horton, Young.-135.

House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

XI. MILITIA.

78. Mounted Police N.W.T............... $306,000
du

Sin JOHN A. MACDONALD: Con-
sidering the enormous reduction made
by the Government in this vote, seeing
that it was last year $306,356.50, and
is now $306,000, showing a saving of
no less a sum than $305.50, I think
that we cannot press an amendment;
and so we will allow the vote to pass.

MR. TUPPER said ho, lastyear, had
brought to the attention of the Gov-
ernment the case of a mourted police-
mIani who was killed in the discharge
of L is duty, and the Government had
undertaken to see that the land to
which this man would have become
entitled had ho lived a very short time
longer, or its equivalent, would be cen-
Veyed to bis relations.

MR. CARTWRIGHT : I am in-
forimed that compensation to his
mnother is about to be recommended by
the Secretary of State.

31n. MITCHELL said he desired to
have Borne explanations about this
1t4em. This force was composed of

320 mon, who each cost about $1,000
per annum. The thing, was outra-
geous. The general impression was
that a great deal of extravagance was
shown in connection with this service.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said, no doubt
the hon. gentleman was perfectly cor-
rect in saying that the cost was very
great. The cost of such a force sus-
tained, as it was, over a country about
1,200 by 400 miles, at eight or nine
separate points, and supplied at a great
distance from the base of operations or
supplies, was necessarily very great.
The hon. gentleman would also note
that this being a mounted force,
the expenditure was necessarily
very nearly the double of what
would be required if it was composed
of infantry; and also that they could
not get suitable men to en ter i his force,
to go into that country where the ser-
vice wais laborious, and might be at-
tended with some danger,without pay-
ing them tolerably handsonely. Their
equipment was also, necessarily, some-
what expensive. The other items to
which exception might be most rea-
sonably taken, appeared to be those of
rations and forage, which amounted to
nearly $100,000. They lad hoped to
reduce these items ; but at present
owing particularly to the very high
rate at which forage was supplied, they
could not expect, during 1878-9, at any
rate, to look for much reduction.
Round several ports at which these
mon were stationed, land was being
gradually brought into cultivation both
by troopers and settlers, and in the
course of two or three years, they
trusted that sufficient land would be
under cultivation at these spots to sup-
ply the wants, at any rate,of the cattie.
They where gradually reducing the
price of the rations. The bon. gentle-
man was probably aware that the ex-
pense of transport in that country was
very great. Oats for instance, cost
five cents a pound, equal to $1.50 or
$1.60 a bushel, and expenditure of this
kind would, of course, swèll the keep of
every individual horseman to a very
considerable extent. So far as they
were able to ascertain, the expense per
head of this force, large as it appeared,
was very nearly one-third per man less
than that of the American 'troopers

Bupply. Bupply. 2197
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stationed at similar posts on the op-
posite side of the frontier, not taking
into account any special expenditure
on account of the Indian disturbances.
The head-quarters of this force was at
Fort McLeod; the next most import-
ant station was Fort Walsh, in the
vicinity of the place where Sitting
Bull and bis band were stopping; at-
tached to Fort Walsh were two or three
out posts, and thero was, besides, a part
of the force at Battleford, Swan River
and Shoal Lake, and a small force at
Qu'A ppelle, and at Fort Saskatchewan.
In all there were eight or ton such posts.
It was probable that during the next
summer it would be necessary to mass
a considerable force at Fort Walsh sta-
ion, in consequence of a number of In-
dians who had settled in that vicinity,
or were crossing the line.

MR. SCHULTZ: I would like to ask
the total number of Mounted Police.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: There are 330
men with, of course, the same number
of horses. A small number of women
and children are also attached to the
posts, but the policy of the Govern-
ment is to have as many unmarried
men as possible.

MR. MITCHELL said the expense
incurred in connection with this ser-
vice was extraordinary. On turning
to page 115 of the Public Accounts, ho
found that the clothing of the men cost
$100 per head. Then at page 117, he
found an enormous amount charged for
transport of stores; one item alone
amounting to $25,965. He noticed that
20 loads of hay were charged $20.
Now, he would like to know how
many loads were represented in the
$62,425 set down for oats and hay.

MR. CARTWRIGIIT said the charges
were necessarily large, when it was
considered that oats cost as much as 5
to 7c. a pound in the North-West. The
expenditure for bay hitherto had
amounted to about $15 per ton. Hon.
gentlemen were mistaken when they
supposed that bay could be
grown in unlimited quantities on
the prairies, nenr the point where the
force were stationed. A considerable
area of land round two or three of the
forts was being put under cultivation.

Xn. CARTWRIGHT.

ME. MAÅMILLAÅ said that thenmen
could cultivate as much as should sup-
ply forage for the whole of the horses,
and food for the men during one year,
unless some unforseen circumstance,
such as the appearance of grass.
hoppers, occurred. In fact the expend-
iture for this department should
consist of nothing more than
the pay of efficers and men.

MR. CARTWRIGHT feared that
was taking too sanguine a view of the
case. It was desirable that a reason-
able amount of land should be culti-
vated, but it must be remembered that
the forces sent to the North-West had
very responsible duties to perform,
having 1,500 or 2,000 Indians under
their special charge, and they could not
be expected, therefore, to do much
farming.

Ma. BOWELL asked if any farming
land had been sowed by these men
hitherto and had proved a success ?

Mi. CARTWRIGHT said the pro-
duce for two years was completely
destroyed, but during the current year
some crop was obtained.

MR. BOWELL said he understood
the difficulty of this question. There
could be no doubt that, with the very
onerous duties which they had to dis-
charge, the Mounted Police could not
devote much time to farming. The
only point seemed to be, wbether
farming should not be carried on in the
neighbourhood ofthe posts by men ex-
clusively omployed for that purpose.

Ma. MACKENZIE said last year the
Mounted Police in the neighbourhood
of Swan River were supplied from a
farm there with oats at a dollar a
bushel, and hay at seven dollars a ton.

MR. BUNSTER said that the sooner
the Canadian Pacific Railway wdS
built the sooner would this expendi-
ture be done away with. He was sur-
prised to find so large an amount
asked for this service. After an exPe-
rience of three years, the Government
ought to be able to raise oats at the
more cost of raising them, three-
fourths of a cent. per lb., which would
pay any farmer. It was said that the
officers had onerous and dangerous
duties to perform. They lad no more
onerous duties than to raise their OWn
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-vegetables and provide for their cattle
and themselves; but the great duty
which the Government had to perform
was to build the Canadian Pacifie
Railway.

MR. THOMPSON, (Cariboo) said he
was rather surprised to hear some of
the remarks of hon. gentlemen who
ought to be better informed as to the
cost of keeping men and horses in
countries like the North-West. He
had had some experience in this
matter, and ho considered that to keep
3i30 men with their horses for $306,000
a year was very cheap. It was only
$450 a head for a man and a horse.
He thought the force was underpaid
rather than overpaid. He hoped the
day was not far distant when the rail-
way vould be built, and thore would
be no occasion for that force; but, in
the meantime, while they had thou-
sands of Indians to deal with, who
might, perhaps, be friendly, it was
absolutely necessary that they should
have sorme force to preserve good gov-
ernment in their territory. In case of
an Indian war, the amount of $306,000
might have to be multiplied ton times.
There might be items in connection
with which extravagance took place.
It was very likely that there would be
speculations and rings formed for fur.
nishing fodder and other things, but
while hay was only costing then $15
per ton, he was accustomed to pay
$100 per ton for a good quality of hay.
On the whole, ho thought it was
absolutely necessary that this force
should be kept in proper order, and
should be well paid to da their work.
If a policeman had to ride many miles
to put down an Indian raid, his horse
mnust ho well fed. These gentlemen,
like the hon. member for Northumber-
land (Mr. Mitchell), who lived down
by the sea, knew nothing except what
related to fish and coal. He thought
the item should be passed unani-
maously.

Ma. MITCHELL said the hon. gen-
tlemnan had based his argument on the
idea that they were dealing with
expenditure in the mountains of
Cariboo, instead of the plains of the
North-West, where horses could feed
ill the year. He did not object to any
reasonable expenditure to maintain a

force on a proper system, but he
objected to the enoimous expen-
diture which the Public Accounts
showed to have been made. There
was an amount of $3,67U charged
for postages, telegrams and stationery.
He should like to know who was paid
for these telegrams, and if there was
any telegraph lino there except the
lino under the control of the Govern-
ment?

MR. CARTWRLGHT said the tele-
grams were usually sent by way of the
United States, and thore had been a
great deal of telegraphing from Fort
Benton.

MR. MITCHELL said ho thought
the charge of $1,275 for stationery was
enormous.

MR. SCHULTZ said that, as the
Government would not probably force
the vote to-night, an opportunity
would be given for further discussion
of this important matter, and lie would
confine his remarks to endeavour to
elicit information from the Minister of
Finance. It would be remembered
that the amount expended, or rather
paid, to R. G. Baker & Co. for forage
last year was $38,000, while the
amount paid to the same firm this year
was over $f2,000, while other amounts
were paid to A. G. B. Bannatyne, and
others, for forage, as shown by the
Public Accounts. Now, when this
item came up in Committee last year,
ho (Mr. Schultz) had demurred at the
amount of $38,000 having been paid,
and the Minister of Justice thon ex-
pressed his own surprise at the large
amount, and said that he was in cor-
respondence with the officers of the
force with a view to its reduction in
future. Now, instead of being reduced,
it was largely increased; and, before
consenting to the item passing, ho de-
sired to know what portion of this
amount was for hay alone, and in
what manner tenders had been asked
for the supplying of it. If the tenders
called for the furnishing of the whole
amount roquired, thon it was easy to
see that, as this firm of R. G. Baker &
Co. was the only one large enough to
undertake it, that they could have it
at their own price. Now, while it was
a fact that settlements of ourown peo-
ple-discharged policemen, Métis and
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Canadian--were springing up around
the different posts, the tenders
should be asked at the post where re-
quired, and only for the quantity there
needed. He lhad occasion to call atten-
tion to the enormous amount-nearly
$130,000-paid to this firm, for the
current year before the lasn, and Le
trusted that, while this force was cost-
ing the very large amount of nearly
$1,000 per man, that every opportu-
nity would Le given to our own peo-
ple to furnish supplies.

Ma. CAM PBE LL said he had seen
in the papers a statement that the
commanders of this, and the United
States forces, had agreed to combine
to put down Sitting Bull. This ap-
peared to be a very extraordinary ne-
gotiation. Besides, a member of the
Governrent had gone to Washington
last su mmer to negotiate with a foreign
power abont Sitting Bull, and he
thought that this was also an extraor-
dinary proceeding. He had never
heard of such a thing before.

Ma. McCARTHY said that in the
absence of the hon. member for North
Simceoe he wished to draw the atten-
tion of the hon. the Premier to a mat-
ter in which both the hon. member
for North Simcoe and himself had
taken a little interest last Session.
This related to the route by which the
Mounted Police had been sent out to
the lNorth-West. Last Session this
question had been brought up on two
occasions, and the hou. the First Min-
ister had stated that, as far as he knew,
the Collingwood line was receiving a
larger portion of the public patronage
in that direction than the Sarnia line,
and he had promised them that in fu-
ture these two lines shouli be placed
on a footing of equality. It appeared
that up to that time some $9,000-if
he remembered right-had been paid
to the Sarnia line by the Government,
$3,348 in one and $6,452 in another
year, against $1,228 to the Colling-
wood line. Hie found in the Public
Accounts since brought down, that
J. H. Beattie & Co. received for trans-
porting men, horses and stores $1,752,
and that the Windsor and Lake Su-
perior Line, which he understood re-
1>resented the old lino of J. HE.
Loattie & Co., 81,043.37, making

MIL. SCHULTZ.

all together $2,795.46, while so far
as he could observe not a soli-
tary dollar hud been paid to the
Collingwood Lino. He had understood
the hon. the First Minister to say last
year, that he had already given in-
structions to have this matter corrected,
but the policy of the Government
seemed to be unchanged in this direc-
tion. Certainly it seemed to be ex.
ceedingly unjust that the shortest route
-he did not find that it was any
cheaper, though certainly it was not
more expensive--should be so com-
pletely ignored as had been the case
by the present Administration.

MR. MACKENZIE said he really
did not know anything about the trans-
port of any portion of the Force. He
was not aware that any men were sent
up, but he would make enquiry of the
Minister who had charge of this mat-
ter. If notice had been given of this
question, he would have obtained the
information.

MR. McCARTRY: The items are
contained in the Public Accounts,
page 117.

MR. MACKENZIE said that he
would enquire into the matter. There
was no truth in the alleged agreement
of Col. MeLeod with the United States
commanders about joint action with
regard to Sitting Bull. Nothing of
the kind had been done. This was, of
course, a mere newspaper rumour.

Ma. CURRIER said it was desirable
that these men should be well equipped,
as they might be called upon at any
moment to act with roference to In-
dians, who, he believed, would yet
give a great deal of trouble. He did
not think the sum set down in the
estimates was excessive, if the horses
were fed as they ought to be. It
seemed to him, however, that oats
might be raised in the vicinity of the
stations to feed the horses, instead Of
bringing oats such long distances.

Ma. TROW said that, in the course
of a year or two, provender for horses
would be raised in the vicinity of the-
posts, and steps had already been
taken by Captain French to raise oats-
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MR. MITCHELL said the discussion
which this item had elicited, showed
the futility of bringing up a matter of
this kind at such a late hour. He
should ask, on Concurrence, to have the
item redaced by $100,000.

Vote agreed to.
Resolution ordered to be reported.
louse resumed.

Besolution reported.

House adjourned at
Twenty miuntes before

Three o'clock.

FOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 26th April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE-
PETER SUTHERLAND.

REPORT PRESENTED.

Ma. YOUNG presented the second
report of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee, and said the object was to bring
before the louse the case of Peter
Sutherland, of Winnipeg, who had
neglected to pay attention to the sum-
mons of the Committee, to appear and
give evidence in the matter of the
Nixon accounts. Thiis was the first
case of the kind which had occurred
since Confederation, and he would
read a few extracts from May on the
subject.

IEu. LANGEVIN said it would be
better to read the extracts and discuss
the case after the report had been
prirted in the Votes and Proceedings.
This should be done in justice to
Mr. Sutherland.

Ma. SPEAKER said it was unusual
to discuss a report except on a motion
to adopt it.

Ma. YOUNG said he did not wish
to diseuss the matter; he simply
Wished to give a statement of the
case.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the lion. gentleman had better proceedregularly.

Ma. HOLTON said there could be
no 'doubt that Sutherland had been
guilty of a flagrant contempt of this
House, but at this pcriod of the Ses-
sion it was impossible to vindicate the
privileges of Parliament before proro-
gation, The question now was
whether Parliament should vindicate
its privileges or avert future events.
The only object of the Chairman of
the Publie Accounts was to lay the
case before the House, and Le saw no
objection to that.

MR. SPEAKER said it was not the
practice to supplement the report of
a Committee by a statement from the
chairman, and he must say that he re-
garded it as an objectionable mode of
proceeding, especially as objection had
been made to it.

Mit. YOUNG said he bowed to the-
ruling of the Speaker.

PRINTING COMMITTEE- DISTRIBUTION
OFFICE.

MOTION TO ADOPT REPORTS.

Ma. ROSS (West Middlesex) moved
the adoption of the fourth and fifth
Reports of the Printing Committee.
He stated that one of these Reports
referred to a matter in connection with
the Distribution office. The Commit-
tee had found that the work could not
be attended to by the present staff
during the recess, and Mr. Botterell
had requested that one of the Sessional
messengers should be transforned into-
a permanent messenger. The Com-
mittee had recommended that this
request should be complied with, and
that an addiiional allowance of $300
should be allowed for this messenger.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that thi&
might be all perfectly right, but it was
an interference with the law whieh gov-
erned the House. This matter ought to
be left with the Speaker and the Com-
missioners of Internal Economy. If
the Committees of the House under-
took to make these changes practically
in the salaries of officiais, it would bes
very awkward.

MR. ROSS said that the Printing-
Committee was not a Conmittee hav-
ing the ordinary privileges of a Coma-
mittee of the House. It was an.
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extraordinary Committee. A few
years ago they had appointed an
additional messenger as Sessional mes-
senger in that Department, and this
report was adopted in precisely the
same form as he had moved the adop-
tion of this report. This was merely
the exercise of the same privilege on a
somewhat more extended scale, for the
allowance in this case was $300, while
in the other case it was $200.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that this
was not a Committee of this House at
all. He believed that the same motion
would be made in the Senate.

MR. ROSS: Yes.
Ma. MACKENZIE said: Imagine

the Senate adopting a report imposing
duties on this House. It would never
do, and it would be quite irregular.

SiR JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
it was quite irregular. The Speaker
.and the Committee on Internal
Economy were responsible for
all these arrangements, and
they should not be relieved of this
responsibility in any way. If a simi-
lar transaction took place last year,
that was irregularas well.

MR. SPEAKER: I have not the
slightest recollection of what was done
-on a former occasion. The report, or
the purport of it, and the effect of the
resolution, I think, entirely escaped
,ny notice or I would have objected to
it at the time. I would have objected
to this if the Premier had not raised
the objection. I think that Com-
mittees, in these cases, should confine
themselves to recommendation.

Ma. HOLTON said that he doubted
whether it was competent for these
Committees to even make recommenda-
tions. The law of Parliament was
,quite clear that Committees, whether
Etanding;or Special, should only report

n subjects referred to them by the
House. This was the plain law.

Ma. BOWELL said that the position
taken by the Premier, the right hon.
inember for Kingston. and the hon.
member for Chateauguay, might be
,quite correct; but the practice, so far
as the Printing Committee was con-
cerned, had been, for the last ten years,
.that which had been pursued on the

Ma. Ross.

present occasion. He remenbered dis-
tinctly that when the Premier was the
Chairman of the Printing Committee--

R R. MACKENZIE: That was before
the Committee was established.

Ma. BOWELL said he thought not.
He recommended to the House an
increase of salary to the Clerk, and
this was, he might also remark, de.
feated. He knew that, a year or two
ago, a recommendation was also made
to increase the salary of Mr. Boterell,
the Distribution Clerk, and an addi-
tional assistant was given this official
by this Committee. The report was
made to the House-the recommend-
ation was similar to this one -and was
approved, whether it was approved by
the Senate or not, lie was not prepared
to say. If the Committee had over-
stepped its duty on this occasion, cer-
tainly this was not the first time.
This was only pursuing the practice
which had been in vogue for a number
of years past.

Ma. BLAKE said he was glad, if this
practice had been pursued for a number
of years past, that it was now stopped.
He had great objection to even
recommendations from these Com-
mittees. It was quite right to com-
municate such matters in an informal
manner having special sources of in-
formation, to those responsible for the
internal economy of the flouse; but
nothing could be more calculated to
withdraw an efficient sense of responsi-
bility, and an efficient control fromthe
three or four persons entrusted with
this duty, than to have these recoi-
mendations made by a Committee which
was not responsible for the economy of
the House; and if a Committee of the
House concurred in recommending an
increase, it would be made and nobody
would be responsible. He conceived
that this was contrary to law, certainly
it was so unless these officials stood
upon a different footing, and were
appointed in a different way to other
officiais of the House. He had never
before heard of this being done.

Ma. TUPPER said that no doubt
an informal recommendation through
this Committee would receive ail desir-
able attention; and this would avoid the
creation of an irresponsible body.

.Distribution Offce.
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Ma. SPEAKER: I think that, under
the circunstances, the hon. member
ought to withdraw the motion.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

INGONISH HARBOUR.

ESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Order for Mr. Speaker to leave the
Chair, for the House to go again in
Committee of Supply, read.

M. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said lie wisbed to move an amendment
and would not detain the House at any
length. It was in reference to one of
those contracts of which they
had heard so much of late in
this House. The facts he was
going to state would show how the
Government could award contracts to
the lowest tenderers, and, at the same
time, conipensato them if they were
friends of the Government. The motion
was as follows :-

" That by a return of the louse of the
16th February, 1877, dated 1st March, 1877,
-and also by a Return to an Order of the
House of the 19th March, 1877, and dated
20th March, 1877, for copies of all tenders
and contracta, plans and other correspon-
dence, relating to the Ingonish Harbour con-
tiact, in Nova Scotia, it appears :-

"That on the 10th May, 1873,the contract
for building Ingonish Harbour was awarded
to F. W. MeKenrie, for the sun of
$78.208.60 ; that in pursuance thereof
an agreement was entered into, on the 22nd
July, 1873, between F. W. McKenrie and
the Minister of Public Works; that under
the terns of the agreement, afterwards re-
newed between Ross & McKay, to whon the
contract was transferred by the said F. W.
McKenrie and the present Government on
the 5th February, 1874, it was stipulated,
that any change which the Government
Engineer deetned necessary to be made in
the original plans. should be 8o made by the
Contractor, and if extra expenses were en-
tailed by such changes, the contractor should
be paid extra for them; but should the
change lessen, the original expense, then
such shouldl be deducted from the amount of
the contract;

" That by the said contract, the said Ross
& McKay were bound to build a Breakwater
700 feet long, and were to make good all
latnages it might sustain during its con-
struction; that they were to dredge a chan-
nel into the Harbour 200 feet wide, and 15
feet deep; the contract was to be finisbed on
or betore the 31st Decem ber, 1874 ; that the
eOntracto. was liable for any salary or wage

due the person superintending the work in
behalf of the Government for any time he
might serve in so superintending beyond the
31lst December, 1874 ;

That on the 31st September, 1875, Mr.
Perley, Government Eigineer, six months
after the work should have been finished, re-
commended extra work, estimated to
cost $2,000 ;

Thatit appears the said Breakwater was
not taken offthe hands of the contractor be-
fore the 17th February, 1877 ; that at that
time there were but 535 feet,less than provided
by the terms of the contract ;

That it does not appear that the channel
bas been dredged 200 fèet wide, and 15 feet
deep, as per terms of contract, and as re-
conimended on the 26th January, 1876, both
by Mr. Perley and Mr. Baillargé; but, on the
contrary the papers go to show that it has
been dredged only 60 feet wide, and 12 feet
deep;

That it appears the sum of $1,975 was
paid one Angus McLeod, Superintendent on
this work, in behalf of the Government for
attendance subsequeut to the 31st December,
1874, the terms on which the work should
have been completed;

That, notwithstanding the reduction in
the length of the Breakwater, and that the
dredging was not doue to the width of 200
feet, and to the depth of 15 feet, but only to
60 feet wide, and 12 feet deep, and the exten-
sion of the time for building it to over two
years, the Governmert paid the full amount
of contract $78,208.60 cents; aud also ex-
tras to the amouut of $3,643, without deduct-
ing therefrom the allowance for the Break-
water being less in length, and the dredging
less in width and depth as aforesaid, and
without deducting the $1,975, paid for the
services of Superin tendent after the time al-
lowed for the completion of the contiact ;

That in the opinion of this House, there
was paid to the coitractors a great deal more
than ought to have been paid, canaing ser-
ous loss to the country."

He proposed to prove trom the papera
brought down, all these facts. The
first statement was, that the contract
was awarded to F. W. MeKenrie, on
the loth May, 1873. The minute of
Council passed on the 10th May, 1873,
showed the contract was awarded to F.
W. McKenrie. The specifieations and
plans of work annexed shows the
dredging required at 200 feet wide,
and 15 fieet deep below low water
mark, and also 1he l ength of the break-
water at 700 feet. Another clause in
the specifications was as follows :

" The bulk sumn nentioned in the tender
.must cover the entire cost ot furnishing a
dredging machines or vessels, screws, steama
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tugs, materials, labour, tools, tackle and
machinery, service ground and right of way,
and every contingency connected directly or
iudirectly with the work; and the contractor
aball assume, and make good at his own ex-
pense, any damage that may be incurred
fron loss of materials, vessels, machinery or
otherwise, by storms or from any cause
whatever, during the progress of the work,
and up to its final and satisfactory comple-
tien ; and if during the progress of the work
it should appear that anything has been
omitted, either from the plan or this specifi-
cation, which should have been shown or
specified, the contractors shall furnish and
nerform the same as if said plan and speci-
àcation were fill and complete."

The last clause in the specification was
as follows:

« The whole of the work to be coin pleted
on or before the 31st day ofDecember, 1874."

The second clause in the agreement
attached provided for the transfer of
the contract from the contractor by the
Government :

" When it shall appear that the establish-
ment and rate of progress at and in the said
works are not such as to ensure the comple-
tion of the same within the time herein
prescribed."

The seventh clause provided:

" That if any change or alteration, either
in the position or details of any part of the
work shall be required by the said Minister
during the progress thereof, the party of the
first part is hereby bound to make such
alteration or change; and if such alteration
or change sPlall entail extra ex pense on the
said party of the first part, either in labour
or materials, the same shall be added
to the anount of this contract; in either
case the amount is to be determined by the
Estimate made by the Minister, his Engineer
or officer in charge."

The el eventh clause was as follows:-

" That should the party of the first part
not complete the work herein contracted for
at the period agreed upon as above men-
tioned, thie said party of the first part shall
be liable for, and shall cause to be paid to
the party of the second part all salaries or
wages which shall become due to the person
or persons superintending the work on behalf
of the said Mnister, fron the above-named
period for comnpletion. until the saine shall
be actually completed and received."

By letter dated at Barney River,
N.S., February 5, 1874, F. W. McKen-
rie transferred bis contract to John
Boss, of Little Bras D'Or, Cape Breton,

MR. McDONALD

and James McKay, of Stellarton, Pic-
tou, N.S. A telegram from Ross &
McKay on March lst, 1875, showed
that the contract was not then com-
pleted. It was as follows, and was ad-
dressed to the Minister of Public
Works :-

"Whole conti act finished in August, the
whole amount for contracts required within
that time.

"Ross & McKÂY,
" Contractors."

On April 1lth, 1876, he found by a let-
ter from Mr. Braun that the Minister
of Public Works assented to a reduction
in the length of the breakwater to 600
feet. On September lst, 1876, he
found John Ross resigned his interest
in the contract by telegraphing to Hon.
Alex. Mackenzie, Minister of Public
Works. This was done to enable him
to contest an election in Victoria about
that time, as he could not be a candi-
date and contractor at the same time.
It showed also that the contract was
not completed. He ran the election
and was defeated. The Engineer re-
ported on September 18th, 1876, as fol-
lows:-

" Nearly complete, a quantity of dredging
still remains to be done to finish the channel,
and it is somewhat doubtful if it will be
accomplished this year "

On October 14th, after John Ross was
defeated at the election, he wrote to
the Secretary of the Public Works
Department withdrawing his resigna-
tion and1 resuming charge of the con-
tract, which ho was allowed to do. A
letter firomi Mr. Perley, dated Septei-
ber 30th, 1875, showed that a channel
averaging 60 feet wide, with 14 feet
water at low tide, had been dredged at
that time, and calling the attention of
the Minister to the fact that it had yet
to be widened to the full width of 20W
feet. On Jan. 3rd, 1876, ho found a
long letter from Ross & McKay asking
for modifications in the work whiclh
would lessen the expenses, all of which
was granted them. Then ho found a
letter from Mr. Baillairgé, as follows:-

" The contractors bave twice endeavoured
aUd twice lailed to construct the pier to its
luli length of 700 feet, on account of the
storins of 17th Septeinber and llth Noven-
ber, 1875. They now request permission o
limit the length to 600 feet, t reniove the
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remaine of the pier destroyed by the storm,
and to place a triangular crib in its stead near
the seaward end of the structure. Mr. Perley,
in No. 56,874 of January 26th, states that to
shorten the pier as above will be no disad-
vantage to the new channel, and that the
structure will be so much the less liable to
damage by storms. He, therefore, recom-
mends that the permission asked for be
granted.

" By a schedule attached to the papers, I
find that payments were made as follows on
this work:-

Cost of Superintendence of works up
to 17th Feb., 1877. Angus McLeod,
Clerk of Works, 1873-4. 185 days
at$3.00.....................$555 00

In 1874-5, 313 days at $3.00........ 939 00
In 1875-6, 202 " " ........ 606 00
d months to 3lst Dec., 1876, 140 days 420 00

$2,520 00
"28th February, 1877."

"I find by letter from Ross & McKay,
dated Dec. 30, 1876, a claim for extras, to
the aruount of $13,773.96."

This was after the election, and when
Ross was, no doubt, able to ask for this
in consideration of his services in en-
deavouring to defeat Mr. Campbell a
few weeks previously. , The whole
thing looked extremely bad.

" Under the circumstances this recom-
mendation may probably be agreed to with-
out detriment to the public interest. As re-
gard the dredging, the cortractors should
be compelled to dredue the channel to the
full width conteinplateâ by contract No.4,319,viz:-200 feet,

"S . T. BAILLAIRGfs."

On January 26th, 1876, Mr. Perley
recommended that Ross & McKay be
compelled to dredge the full width, as
per terms of contract. Again, a sched-
ule showed that the full amount of con-
tract was paid Ross & McKay, viz:-
$78,298.60. He was, therefore, of
opinion, from the above facts, taken
from the official papers brought down
from the Public Works Department,
that lie was justified in asking this
Hoeuse to vote for his amendment. Ie
Iniglit also say that the Government
had not brought down papers, asked
for in this matter, namely, the Engin-
eers' certificate of works done and pay-
iments made thereon at different dates.

MR. MACKENZIE said this was one
Of the most extraordinary motions he
had ever known presented to Parlia-
'lent. Without a moment's notice the

hon. gentleman moved a motion rt cit-
ing what he was pleased to cuit facts,
and charging the Government with
having paid monevs to certain contrac-
tors improperly. It was utterly im-
possi ble for him (Mr. Mackenzie) at a
moment's notice to recall circumstan.
ces which occurred years ago. The
hon. gentleman knew that Mr. Perley,
Chief Engineer of the Government,
had been in attendance until eight or
ten days ago for the express purpose
of being ready to give information re-
garding this or other works, but he
(Mr. McDonald) gave no notice of any
sort of his intention to introduce this
extraordinary motion, and came down
and made a set of sweeping assertions
with which it was impossible for him
(Mr. Mackenzie) to deal, even if he
were possessed of the best memory
man ever had. His impression was
that the works were overtaken when
pretty well on by a severe storm, that
a great portion was destroyed, and that
the Engineer found it desirable to
change the plans. To these changes,
which were accepted by the Chief
Engineer of the Government, he
would, as a matter of course, give his
consent. What those changes were he
was unable at the moment to say. All
he knew was that the contractors
claimed that the Government were in-
debted to them to the amount of
$16,000 or thereabouts. Mr. Perley,
whom ho believed was one of the most
upright officers that had ever served
a Government, had reported against
that claim. He had no -reason to be-
lieve that Mr. Perley had ever given
his certificate for the payment of
money that was not justly due, and no
payment had been made except upon
that gentleman's certificate. No one
could expect him to inform himself on
matters of this kind without notice,
and he had merely to say that ho did
not believe Mr. Perley ever gave im-
proper certificates, or that the asser-
tion that too much money was paid
to the contractors was a fact. Ie
asked the House to dispose of the
motion by refusing assent to the one-
sided statement the hon. gentleman had
made.

MR. MACDONNELL said every
hon. member required to know whether
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the facts contained in the recital of
this resolution were correct. How was
he to know ? Was he to take the ipse
dixit of the hon. gentleman as a fact ?
The onus probandi lay on the hon. gen-
tleman, and it was quite unnecessary
for the Government to say anything in
defence until the hon. gentleman made
out, at least, a prima facie case against
them.

MR. CAMPBELL said this resolution
had brought up a more serious charge
than he had anticipated. The papers
in connection with the Ingonish Har-
bour were last year sent to the Print-
ing Committee, and they refused to
print them. If they had printed them
he would not have said a word, as the
papers would have explained them-
selves. There was no certificate of
the Engineer among the papers,
although it was orderedto be produced
two or three times. 1e (Mr. Campbell)
exonerated the Engineer from blame,
because he had not certified to any
such payments. This was a serious
question, that $40,000 or $50,000 of
the public money should have been
paid away corruptly. If the Govern-
ment were guilty, as he was prepared
to say they were, the House should
consider the matter fairly and dispas-
sionately. It appeared that in 1873
the Government of the day advertised
for tenders to build the harbour of In-
gonish. Four tenders were sent in:
one by Mr. Evans, one by Mr. Mc-
Kenrie, one by Mr. Ross, and one by Mr.
Devlin. It appeared that, after these
tenders were in, Mr. Ross, who was
then a member of this House, had
communication with the Minister of
Public Works at that day, and begged
him to postpone any action on the
tenders. That was granted; and the
result of that interview appeared to be
that the lowest tenderer did not get the
contract; but McKenrie, who was
next, and in partnership with the
two Rosses, got the contract.
It appeared that Mr. Ross was en-
trusted with the task of getting the
contract executed, and he was witness
to the contract himself. He changed
the sureties with the consent of the
Government of the day, and got two
farmers without means to become
sureties in a matter involving an

Ma. MACDONNELL.

expenditure of from $70,000 to $80,000.
The work was proceeded with, and a
few months afterwards the Govern-
ment changed hands, and Mr. William
Ross became a member of the Govern-
ment. It was then managed that
McKenrie should withdraw from the
contract, and that it should be banded
to John Ross and Mr. McKay. The
contract went on. There appeared to
have been a long correspondence be-
tween Mr. Ross and the Premier about
altering the plan of the work; and it
appeared that Mr. Ross commenced
building the pier at his own expense,
and without the sanction of the
engineer. But after a little corres-
pondence the Minister of Public Works
consented that the diagonal piece
should be put on. In January, 1876,
the contractors requested the Minister
of Public Works to allow them to
reduce the length of the pier to 600
feet instead of 700 feet, and to build
the last block with a sharp angle in-
stead of a square angle as was shown
in the plans. It appeared that in June
1876, eighteen months after the time
the contract was to be fmuished, the
Government consented to this, and also
that the engineer in May, 1876, re-
ported that the contractors could not
finish the contract. Theyfailed owing
to the want of means and material. It
was not the engineer who suggested
reducing the work, the Minister of
Public Works sent him the contractors,
letter to ask his opinion, and that
opinion was, that they had wholly
failed and could not complete
the work according to the tender. Bat
the engineer never suggested that
the contractors should be paid
for what they had not built.
Further, he had applied for the
certificate of the engineer to which the
Minister of Public Works had referred
three or four times and there was not
the scrape of a pen of the engineer te
show that this large amount was to be
paid. These certificates were not in
existence or they would have been
forthcoming. It further appeared that
this pier was only 565 feet long, in-
cluding this three angled block leav-
ing 200 fet short of what the contract
required. The contract set forth that
if the work was reduced there should
be a reduction of prices in proportion
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but it seemed that a great deal more
than the amount of the contract price
had been paid. The depth of water
was tohave been 15 feet and the width of
the channel 200 feet, whereas the depth
of water, at low tide, was only 12 feet,
and the width was 60 feet insteud of
200 feet, besides the pier being 135
feet shorter than was provided for by
the contract, The original price of
the contract was $57,000, and taking
the rates for the reduction it would
have been brought down to about
$5 1,000 which they should have receiv-
ed for the whole job. Last session a
few days before the House closed, after
these payments were made, and the re-
turns were in, the hon. the Premier
had passed this item of $1,600 in the
Supplementary Estimates at two o'clock
in the morning, when everybody was
falling asleep. This was the way in
which the people's money went. He
had protested against it then, and to
this day hé could not tell wbat had be-
come of this $1,600. The hon. the
Minister of Public works had failed to
explain the matter in any shape or
form. The hon. gentleman would
not even condescend to answer.
He wished to know where this money
had gone to. He had had the figures
in his possession long before the Sup-
plementary Estimates were passed.
Deducting these $1,600, $88,451 were
left as having been paid up to that
time last year. Without making the
allowance that should be made for the
two year's interest, for the time during
which this man had his money before
the work was done, and for the differ-
ence between dredging in fifteen and
two feet of water-it took twice as
nuch a foot in deep water as it did on
the beach-he figured that this man
got $32,450 more than his contract
justified the Government in giving
him-independent of these extra
charges which brought the amount up
to $40,000. This arrangement was
nade with the late Minister of Militia
(Mr. Vail), in Truro, before the last
eleetion in Truro. He maintained-
and he challenged the Government to
refute these figures-that this man,
aceording to these papers, obtained
832,000 for which no certificate from
any ongineer was shown, though such
certificates had been repeatedly asked

for. It might be naturally asked, why
should the Premier of this Dominion
pay away money in this manner with-
out any real reason ; but when they
remembered the circumstances that
had taken place, that this contractor
was in difficulty, that he had written
a long letter to the Minister of Public
Works, at the time, begging as a
favour to be let off and to have the
work reduced, though he never hinted
that he should not be paid for what he
did not do, and that the engineer con-
sented to this being done, the matter
took a serious aspect. This man was
in difficulties, and the Government
were in difficulty as to getting a mem-
ber from Cape Breton, and the late
Minister of Militia had admitted
on the floor of Parliament that
he had consulted with the hon.
the Minister of Public Works in
this relation, and that he had
gone down to Cape Breton with the
consent and knowledge of the hon.
the Premier to make this arrangement
-that the work should be taken hur-
riedly off this man's hands in any
shape. These were the facts of the
case. What a position it was for a
member of the Government, the Pre-
mier knowing the facts and difficulties
of the case, to go down and negotiate
with this contractor. The moment
the election was lost the Government
paid this man the people's money, and
let him finish the work in any shape
or form. He (Mr. Campbell) had ap-
plied for these papers repeatedly, but
he could not obtain them. le wished
to know how this money was paid; in
one lump or how. His object was to
show that this money had been paid
when it should not have been paid;
and to this evidence he and the flouse
and the country were entitled. He
wanted the day and date for each pay-
ment, and the engineer's certificate for
each payment ; and, after bringing
these charges before the House last
year, what answer did he receive? The
hon. the Premier would not reply to
him at all, but the hon. member for
Cumberland, having put the matter
pretty strongly, the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Mackenzie) said:

"The foundation of the pier of the full
length was laid, but it appeared that it was
destroyed to a considerable extent by a
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storm. The evidence of the engineer went
to show that it was destroyed because it had
a square end.

He contradicted this statement flatly.
The engineer said quite the reverse:
that it was not because it was a square
end, but because it was not built pro-
perly and not according to his in-
structions, and the directions contained
in the plans and specification. This
pier was built without the consent of the
engineer, and application was then
made to the Government to have this
stuck on the pier. The evidence of
the engineer was that the pier was
not destroyed because it had a square
end. The hon. gentleman further
stated :

" The engineer reconmended that the pier
for the last 150 feet should present an acute
angle.'

The engineer did no such thing, but
explained in these papers that they
built this pier without his consent and
knowledgi, and that as it was built, it
might as well be put there. The hon.
gentleman also said:-

" This was partially done, when the work
was destroyed by a second storm. These
were accidents beyond, he presumed,the con-
trol of human power."

This was the way in which the hon.
gentleman treated this subject. They
should have known these things before
they commenced the work, and the
contractors also. Besides, if works
were destroyed by any means before
they were taken off the contractors
hands, the contractor was responsible
for it, and not the people of this
country. The hon. gentleman also
stated that he had not the details
of the Engineer with him, and
he spoke entirely from, memory.
But the hon. gentleman should
not speak from memory. This
matter had been before the House all
winter. He had repeatedly kept the
hon. gentleman in mind of it, because
he was continually asking for these
papers; and it was not for a man in
the hon. gentleman's position to get up
and say that lie was not prepared to
give an answer to a question of this
importance and that he was only speak-
ing from memory. This was not satie-
factory, when he had charged the hon.

MR. CAMPBELL.

gentleman with paying away publie
money improperly and under suspici.
ous circumstances, when he had no
right to pay it away. The hon. gen-
tleman continued:-

" Not expecting this item would be discuss-
ed to-night."

At this moment lie could not find out
what had become of this money or who
had got it.

" However, the calculations of the Engi-
neer were based upon what he conceived to
be the proper interpretation of the contract
and of the work performed. The contractors,
as could be seen by papers laid before the
House, had presented claims amounting to
$13,000. He had no means ofknowing what
the Engineer would report, as that gentleman
had taken the papers in the case with him,
but he would report as soon as possible. As
to the dredging, hie (Mr. Mackenzie's) opinion
was that the contractors had no claim upon
the Government."

He held that this dredging was not
half done. He could show from the
papers that 140 feet of the contract
was not dredged to three feet in depth.

"l In the meantime, the Engineer had sent
the Government his certificate for the amount
now asked for."

Where were these certificates.
Why did not the hon. the Pre-
mier produce them ? He wished
to obtain these certificates. He
felt confident that the engineer
would not make out such certificates
improperly; if so, he should not be
employed by the Government another
moment. But it did not appear that
the engineer had sent in these certifi-
cates, or else the Government would
produce them. If the Government
could do so, they should show these
papers. This matter had been before
the country for a very long time, and
how much had been paid ? Was the
money of the country to be given out
in this manner ? Was there no check
at all on this expenditure ? Were the
public funds entirely at the mercy and
in the power of the Premier? Re
would read the following extract from1
a letter written by Mr. john Ross on
the 27th of September, after the elec-
tion took place, in 1876, he be-
lieved :-
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" Unfortunately for them and for me, that
contract is not yet finished, and from my
experience in public contracts in Australia,
extras would not be even asked till original
contract was finished. The experience from
Nova Scotia, as often detailed in the Eerald,
would not niake me expect anything fron
the Dominion Government, except what I
would be entitled to under the contract.
Those who know me are alread satisfied
that this is all I expect to recover. No money
except what I was honoura bly en titled to was
ever received by me, and so tar not one cent
received or promised except what was cer-
tified by the engineer for work done. A large
portion of the contract was carried away
ast fail, which was this year rebuilt, and

completed to the satisfaction of the engineer
in charge, and I did ask that the wood work
being, so finished would be taken off my
hands, but this was refused till the whole
contract would be finished. Such are the
favours that I have received from the Dom-
inion Government. Mr. Campbell and any
men who choose may examine the public
records and they will find no claims of this
kind or any demand for extras made by me,
I always understood that even extras had to
be voted by Parliament before they could be
proiised or paid."

lHow did the Minister of Public Works
reconcile this statement with the one
ho had made to the flouse ? Why
were extras put down here and paid
for to the extent of $4,OOO or $5,000 ?
It was ridiculous that the public money
should be paid out in this manner. He
thought that ho had placed the case, as
far as was in his power, sufficiently
plainly before the flouse, and he would
say no more on the subject.

Some HioN. MEMBERS: Question.

MR. TUPPER said he was very
much astonished to hear hon. gentle-
mnon Opposite, in reply to so gross a
statement of the case as this, express
their readiness to have the members
called in and a vote taken to dispose of
the question, without any explanation,
and without any vindication being
offered on the part of the Government.
The bon. member for inverness must
have spoken, he thought, under a mis-
apprehension of the facts, when ho
m'ade the appeal to the H1ouse that he
did, and thought it possible that mem-
bers could deal with a matter of this
kind without any opportunity being
offered them to possess themselves of
an accurate knowledge of the case.
Why the hon. member could not have
known that this case, which the hon.
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the Minister of Public Works treated
as a surprise, was a question which the
hon. gentleman certainly ought not to
have been in a position to treat as a
surprise. The fact that this was a
matter of frequent discussion during
last Session, that there had been a very
full and strong controversy in relation
to it, that these papers had been moved
for again and again by the hon. mem-
ber for Victoria (Mr. Campbell), that
they had been finally brought down by
the hon. the First Minister himself,
and laid upon the table of this flouse,
precluded at once the possibility of the
bon. gentleman urging that ho was
taken by surprise, or that he was not
in a position to have all these Lcts and
everytLing in relation to the case under
his command. Why was it that every
member of tbis House had not the same
means of judging this case, the
same full knowledge of it as the hon.
the First Minister ? Simply because
the Government, having a majority on
the Printing Committee, refused to
have these papers printed and placed
in the bands of hon. members. This
case, instead of being an unimportant
case, was a very important one, as de-
tailed in the motion of his hon. friend,
a motion which must carry conviction
to the mind of every hon. member,
provided the facts were accurately
stated, and those facts were taken sim-
ply from papers laid by the Govern-
ment on the table of this House, and
which had been in their possession for
about twelve months. If there was
any case which could not be treated as
a surprise, with which the Government
should be thoroughly prepared to deal,
it was this one. Why had the Print-
ing Committee, upon which the Gov-
ernment had a majority, refused to give
to hon. members the information to
which they were entitled? Because
the facts, as detailed in the motion of
his hon. friends, were so strong; be-
cause they carried on their faze evi-
dence of improper conduct on the part
of the Administration, in respect to
expenditure of public money, that they
dared not produce those documents.
The Printing Committee deserved con-
demnation for not having produced,
when required, documents containing
charges of so grave a character against
the Government, and which they were
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bound, in the discharge of their duty,
to give to every hon member of this
House. The fact was proved by these
documents whish had been laid upon
the table by the hon. the First Minis-
ter himself, that a contract had been
given out, by the late Government, for
478,0O0 which required the construc-
tion of a breakwater 700 feet in
length, with a channel dredge 200 feet
wide and 15 feet deep. A contract
which bound the contractor to take all
the risks of damage to that work,
which might arise during its construc-
tion, and to pay for any extras which
might be caused if it was not com-
pleted within the term mentioned. No
sooner had the Government changed
hands than that contract was broken.
One of the Cabinet Ministers, a col-
league of the lion. the First Minister
transferred it from the contractor to
whom it had been given to bis own
brother, and the result was what
might be expected from a Government
which wouid use its power to give to
relatives of its members the cha-go of
public works of this kind, the whole
contract was made waste paper of.
Instead of 7é00 feet they curtailea this
work to 500 feet, and, as bis hon.
friend had remarked, any one who
knew anything about the construction
of public works, knew that that meant
an immense disproportionate curtail-
ment in the work, because every foot
of this increase length cost double
the trouble and work of that near
the shore, so that this contract of
$78,000 was, probably, in point
of work, one-half that which the
contract requir ed. According to
the original contract, the contractoi
was obliged to improve the channel,
to dredge 200 feet wide and 15 feet
deep ; and, upon the evidence of the
Government, all th ý t was done was a
channel of 60 feet wide and 12 feet
deep, and yet the i'act remained that
this gentleman, the brother of a Cabi-
net Minister, whose work had been
curtailed one-half, not only received
the full amount of $78,000 of public
money, but had a claim for a large
amount of extras over and above that
.sum. Besides this startling charge,
there was another charge brought
against another moiber of the Gov-
-ernment, and against the whole Gov-

MR: TUPPER.

ernment, with relation to this
contractor: that this gentleman, who
was known to be an outspoken friend
of the Gcvernment, was suddenly
transformed by the Minister of Militia,
who had been called down to mieet
him at Truro previous to an election,
into a Government candidate, and a
telegram was sent him relieving him
from bis contract, to enable him to run
as candidate.

MR. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tileman must know ho was not relicved
of bis contract.

MR. TUPPER: He was relieved.

MR. MACKENZIE: 11e was not re-
lieved.

MR. TUPPER: He ran as a Govern-
ment candidate after communication
with the hon. the Minister of Militia.

MR. MACKENZIE: Read the com-
munication.

MR. TUPPER said he hadc not the
communication, but if his recollection
was not altogether at fault, the hon.
gentleman had himself detailed the
fact that ho was communicated with
by Mr. Ross in reforence to being
relieved of bis contract in order to run
his clection, and ho ran bis election as
Government candidate and was defeat-
ed by the hon. member for Victoria
(Mr. Campbell). Then the Govern-
ment which had previously relieved
him of his contract, allowed him to re-
sume it and remain the public con-
tractor as before. He (Mr. Tupper)
would undertake to say that had lie ob-
tained a majority, it would be found
he was not a contractor. There was
not a member of this flouse who could
doubt that. The result of the whole
affair was that this gentleman who
became transferred into a contractor
through the influence of bis brother,
a Cabinet Minister, and who ran as a
Government candidate, after a com-
munication with another Cabinet Min
isterwas paid the full contract amount
$78,000 for doing half the work and a
large amount in addition under the
head of extras. The hon. the Fira
Minister had stated he still had a
claim for $16,000. The hon. the First
Minister assumed to.day the position
of being taken entirely by
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surprise, and of not being ex.
pected to know anything about it.
HIad Mr. Ross been elected, there
woffld have been no trouble about that
being a resignation of his contract.
There was the letter of the hon. the
Premier, informing Mr. Ross that the
Department had no objection to it;
anid et the hon. gentleman endeavour-
cd to interrupt, for the purpose of
representing that no communication
had taken place. Mr. Ross ran his
election, and was defeated, and mark
what followed. Like the dog in the
fhle, having lost the substance in the
attempt to grasp the shadow, ho de-
termined to make one last attempt to
ietain the contract. The hou. mem-
ber for South Bruce, no doubt, did not
forget that, when he met with this
case, he was asham cd to undertake to
deal with it, and said he would leave
it to the bon. the Minister of Militia
to defend his own conduct in having
this interview with the contractor, and
transferring him into a Government
andidate. Ie (Mr. Tupper) did not

forget that, when the hon. the Minister
of Militia rose, he said he would take
sone other time to inake an explana-
tion. which time had not yet arrived.
But, no doubt, all that was satisfactory
to the hon. member for South Bruce,
who seemed to have such a lively
reCollection of that which the hon.
the First Minister had forgotten.
le thought ho had shown to the satis-
iacetion or the hon. member for South
Bruce that the contractor who failed to
perform his contract, and to whom was
imfproperly handed over a large sum of
public money was, during an election in
½etoria transferred into a Government
andidate, though he had previously

been an opponent of theirs. He would
ask hon. gentlemen opposite, he would
ask the hon. member for South Bruce,
wOse high character for purity in
relation to contraets, if this proceeding
ras a fair or a just one ? If* the trans-
tormation which was effected in this
.- Y surprised the hon. the First Min-

it certainly did not surprise the
people of this country who watched
the discussion in this House. Anyone
w'ho calmly and dispassionately
watched the course of public events,
mUst be convinced that this was one of
]e gravest cases of misconduct and
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maladministration on the part of the
Government, and he could hardly sup-
pose that the Session would be allowed
to pass without the matter being
brought under the notice of the House.

MR. MACKENZIE said he wished
bore to put in certain documents. It
was asserted, among other things, that
no engineer's certificate had been ob-
tained for some of the items charged,
and he would now hand over certifi-
cates for every farthing of the expen-
diture.

MR. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said
he must confess he did not know a
great deal about this matter, but ho
had paid some little attention to the
discussion of last Session. He believed
the speech delivered by the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland to-day, had been
given on a previous occasion. The
principal charge made by the bon.
gentleman was that Mr. Ross, the can-
didate at the last general election,
who opposed the meinber for Victoria,
was induced to become a sup-
porter of the Government after
certain arrangements had been made
with him by the Minister of
Militia. Now, ho (Mr. MacKay)
knew that was not correct. le knew
that on the nomination day, and, indeed
during his canvass, Mr. Ross did not
come out as a supporter of the present
Ministry; on the contrary, ho was to a
certain extent opposed to the Govern-
ment then in power. The Opposition
papers of Nova Scotia claimed him in
the first instance as being in opposition
to the present Government, and it was
only after ho was defeated by the
member for Victoria, that ho was
allegod to be a Government candidate.
The hon. member for Cumberland
would fain induce the House to believe
that monies had been paid to the con-
tractor improperly, the work which ho
undertook to perform not having been
completed. Now ho believed that the
work was completed in accordance
with the terms of the contract, but that
in consequence of a storm, or some
other casualty, a large portion of the
work had to be commenced over again.
This, ho believed was also repaired,
but the Government findirg that owing
to the exposed nature of the coast the
wj u., could not be made durable as it
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was at first planned by the engineer,
reduced the dimensions from 700 to
500 or 600 feet. The hon. member for
Cumberland alluded to the Government
having been taken by surprise on this
occasion. le (Mr. MaoKay) ventured
to say that not only the Government,
but everybody there was surprised at
a motion of this kind being brought
betbre the House. He felt satisfied,
from bis knowledge of the circum-
stances, that there was no foundation
whatever for the charges made.

Question put, and motion in amend-
ment (Mr. McDonald, Cape Breton)
negatived on the following division:-

YEs:

Messieurs
Benoit,
Bolduc,
Beurbeau
Bowell,
Campbell,
Caron,
Costigan,
Currier,
Daoust,
Dewdney,
Donahue,
Farrow,
Ferguson,
Flesher,
Fraser,
Gibbs (North Ontario)
Harwood,
Jones (South Leeds),
Kirkpatrick,
Langevin,
Lanthier,
Little,
Macdonald (Kingston)
McDonald (Cape

Breton),

McKay (Colchester),
Macmillan,
McCallum,
McCarthy,
McQuade,
Mitchell,
Monteitn,
Montplaisir,
Ortoo,
Ouimet,
Platt,
Plumb,
Pope (Compton),
Rochester,
Rouleau,
Ryan,
Schultz,
Stephenson,
Thompson (Cariboo),
Tupper,
Wade,
Wallace (S. Norfolk),

,White (East Hastings),
Wright (Ottawa Co.),
Wright (Pontiac.).-49

NÂYs.
Messieurs

Archibald,
Bain,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Biggar,
Blackburn,
Blain,
Blake,
Borden,
Borron,
Brouse,
Brown,
Buell,
Bunster,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sunbury),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Charlton,

MR. MACKAY.

Jetté,
Jones (Halifax),
Kerr,
Killam,
Kirk,
Lajoie,
Landerkin,
Langlois,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
eacDonnelle
Macdougall (E. Elgin),
McDougall(S.Renfrew),
MacKay (Cape Breton),
Mackenzie,
McCraney,
McGregor,
McIntyre,
Malouin,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Norris,

Cheval,
Christie,
Churchi
Cockburn,
Coffin,
Cook,
Coupal,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes.
Fréchette,
Galbraith,
Geoffrion.
Gibson,
Gillies,
Gillmor,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Guthrie,
Hall,
Higinbotham,
Holton,
Horton,
Runtington,
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It being six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

PRIVATE BILLS.

THIRD READINGS.

The following -Bills were severally
considered in Commi1 tee of the Whole,
reported, read the third time and passedl:

Bill (No. 55) To amend the law respeCting

Building Societies.-(Mr. Gibbs, South On-
tario.)

Bill (No. 71) To confer certain powers On
the Montreal Building Association by the
name of " The Montreal Investment and
Building Company."-(Mr. Bolton.)

SUPPLY.

XXXI. POST OFFIcE.

House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

205. For Ontario........, .......... ....
Quebec............ 474-..
New Brunswick ............ 167
Nova Scotia..................196,00
Prince Edward Island...... 46f
Manitoba ................... 00
British Columbia .... 14
North-West Territory.

$1,767,W

Bussaw.

Oliver,
Paterson,
Perry,
Pettes
Pickard,
Ray,
Richard,
Robillard,
Ross (East Durham),
Ross (West-Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Rymal,
Scatcherd,
Scriver,
Shibley,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Selkirk),
Smith (Westmoreland),
Snider,
St. Jean,
Taschereau,
Thompson (Haldimand)
Trow,
Wood,
Young.-98.



Spply. 2213

Ma. TUPPER asked why the Post-
naster.General had refused to allow
anyone except the postraaster to sel]

postage stamps in the town of Arn-
horst.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said he had
heard this question for the first time.

Ma. TUPPER said he had erson-
ally spoken to the Postmaster-seneral
on the subject.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said he had no
desire to withhold from any one the
privilege of selling stamps, but he
must consult the officers of the Depart-
ment.

MR. T UPP ER said an answer had
been given the application of the peo-
ple refusing the grant.

MF. H1UNTINGTON said he bad
no recollection of the reply being sent,
and many letters were sent from his
Departnent which lie did not write or
consider.

Ma. JONES (South Leeds) said he
had received some very curt answors
from the Department.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said if any
efficer had sent the lion. gentleman a
reply which was curt or im oper, lie
would be dealt with if the etter was
produced.

In answer to Mr. MCKÂY (Colches-
ter),

Ma. IIUNTINGTON said there was
no change in the position in connec-
tion with the Truro post-office since
ho had last communicated with the
hon. gentleman.

Ma. MITCHELL said lie again
wished to call attention to the neces-
sity of establishing way offices at
Alnwick, in the east end of his county,
and in the Parish of Ludlow, in tbe
West end of bis county. In the former
instance, the people had to go four
'inles to get their letters; and thiseould be done without extra expense,a the mail passes these places already.

P Ost-offce should also be placed at a
settlenent near Main River. This
would be a great convenience, and
would be attended with some expense.
. bu wilg was purchased at Chatham,

which a custom house and post-
ee "ere to have been established.

The late Government had, unfortu-
nately, gone ont of power at the time,
and this matter had been used to attack
him about. Whether they had paid
too much for this building or not, this
change should be made. The custom-
house was now ke t in a building be-
longing to Mr. Snowball, who had
opposed him at the last general elec-
tion. The other building had been
fitted up for the last four years, and
sh.ould be occupied. The post-office in
Chatham was now kept in a little bit
of a shanty of the meanest kind; and
it was a matter of very grave remark
why the other building was kept
vacant, for in his knowledge, it was
properly fitted up, and was a very
fine building. Polities had a great
deal to do with these proceedings.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said that last
year, his attention was called to the
state of things which existed in this
regard in Chatham. His officers had re-
ported on it and lie undertook to see
the post-office removed, but for reasons
which lie need not explain, objection
was taken and they were waiting the
final decision. If there were no ob-
structions, he dare say that it would be
removed.

Ma. MfTCHELL: I did not say
there were no obstructions, there are
such and they are political, but none
other that I know of.

Ma. HUNTINGTON: I know
nothing about them.

Ma. ROCHIESTER said he had re-
ceived a letter from a person in South
Wellington who complained that nu
answer had been sent to a petition sent
to the Postmaster-General some time in
December last, with the object of baving
a branch office opened in the village of
Hilisboro'. Many abuses in connection
with this office were complained of.
It was said that the Postmaster was 88
years of age, and not fit to keep it;
and that a great deal of inconvenience
was suffered from not having a branch
office at the other end of the village.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said that the
inspectors in the west were all intelli-
gent; and they reported to the Do-
partment that they would not advise
any change in this office. It was not
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advisable to have two offices in towns
or villages. This was not the case in
all cities.

Ma. SINCLAIR said it was felt that
they should have'a provincial inspector
in Prince Edward Island. in winter a
great deal of difficulty was experienced
in changing the mails back and for-
ward on account.of the route across
the Straits, and they ought to have
a provincial deputy, who would
have fill power to use his own
judgment without referring to the
Department for instructions with
regard to every small matter. He
had already spoken to the hon the
Postmaster-General on the subject.
le thought that Prince Edward Island
was the only Province without such
an office. Their assistant deputy -was
a very efficient officer, and he hoped
that this official would be appointed
provincial deputy with an increased
salary.

Ma. MeDONALD (Cape E Breton)
said that two post-offices had been
established in the village of Little
Glace Bay, and the distance between
the two was only between half and
three-quarters of a mile. This was
done a year and a half ago.

MB. HUNTINGTON said that he
did not remember the facts of this
case. He agreed witb the hon. mem-
ber for Queen's (Mr. Sinclair) that tie
officer in charge of post-office affairs in
Prince Edward Island was an excel-
lent office, and his case would be con-
sidered. The matter referred to
would receive consideration.

MR. McDONALD said that the
late post-master at Little Glace Bay
had been succeeded by a gentleman
-who did not appear to give entire sat-
idfaction. Fault was found with him,
-and hence the establishment of a
second office.

Ma. CAMPBELL said ihat Little
Campbellton had been made a way
office some time since, when the
salary of the Postmaster was reduced
from $40 to $20. It had been since
restored to the position of a post-office,
but the salary remained unchanged,
though the receipts were, with one ex-
ception, the largest in the county.
Forty per cent. of the collections of

Ma. HUNTINGTON.

the office amounted to $52 a year. At
St. Ann's, however, two miles away,
a Government settlement, the post-
master collected $80 and received
$87.

Ma. IHUNTINGTON said the post.
master whom he appointed was recom-
mended to him by persons in whom he
bad confidence. lie did not think
the people had suffered any inconven.
ience by the change.

Ma. LANGEVIN did not think the
convenience of the parish had been
studied either with regard to the per.
son whom they proposed or the site for
the new office. There was another
matter, however, to which he would
take this opportunity of referring. The
other day he asked for two returns
which had now been placed before the
House. One of these was with regard
to the carryingof the mails from Quebec
to Murray Bay by land, which service
was performed up to the summer of
1877 for the sum of $2,250. On the
expiration of the contract,tenders were
asked for, and a recommendation was
made to the Postmaster-General by the
Inspector of Post Offices in Quebec,
in a letter dated 19th April, to the
effect that the time allowed for the
journey either way should be reduced.
Nine tenders were received, the low-
est being for $2,547, the next for $2,800
and the third by Mr. James Shaw for
$2,900. Now it appeared that the two
lowest tenders were withdrawn, and
that Mr. Shaw's was accepted. In his
motion he (Mr. Langevin) asked for
Orders in Council, showing the reason
why this special tender was accepted,
but he could not find any Order il,
Council.

Ma. IIUNTINGTON said the lowest
tender was accepted, the two others
having withdrawn.

Ma. LANGETIN thought that, ac-
cording to law,when the lowest tenders
were not accepted, an Order in Con 1cil
was required before any other could be
fixed upon.

MR. HUNTINGTON said that Was
the rule in the Public Works Depart-
ment, but not in the Post Office De-
partment.

MR. LANGEVIN said he WaS in a

position to say why the lowest
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tenders had been withdrawn. The
whole affair was manipulated
in the county of Charlevoix,
not, perhaps, with the knowledge of
the Minister, but of another hon, gentle-
man. The people who sent in their
tenders were called upon and threat-
ened with certain consequences, with
the result that they were induced to
withdraw. By this $500 had been lost,
and the contract given to a partizan.
There was still another matter to which
he would refer. Formerly the mails
from Quebec to the county of Charle-
voix went by water, being carried by
the St. Lawrence Steam Navigation
Company for $1,500. The service was
carried on very regularly during the
whole season, and the trips were very
numerous. On the 7th May last, the
contractors offered to continue the ser-
vice on the same terrms as formerly ;
but, on the 4th of June,-nearly a
month afterwards-the Department
replied that they had decided
that other arrangements should
be made, by sending the mails
across from St. Denis to Murray Bay
by the Grand Trunk Railway, and
Chicoutimi would be served, therefore,
by land. This proposal had been
effected, and arrangements made for
carrying the mails three times a week
from Murray Bay to Chicoutimi at the
rate of $12 per round trip. Arrange-
ments had also been made for the car-
riage of the mails between Murray
Bay and the post-office at the rate of
50c a trip. A special tri-weekly ser-
vice between Murray Bay and St.
Paul's Bay had been undertaken by
1fr. Blackburn for $4 per round trip.
Hitherto the service had been very
satisfactory to the counties of Charle-
voix and Chicoutimi. Why, then, had

ese changes been made without all
Whchose beig allowed to com-
pete? It was done for the pur-
Pose of favouring political partizans.
aWhen the Governor-General was there,
i hpecial train was chartered to take

hia lis despatches, but, ifthe steamers
had been employed as usual, that
Would not have been necessary. The
whole amount paid for that service in o
1876, Was 81,971; in 1877 there was
'othing about Chicoutimi wharf, andyet it cost, to bring the mails down to E
Malbaie by the Grand Trunk, $2,000- o

a larger sum than the whole service of
the previous year. At Tadousac the
same complaint was made. He did
not suppose the Postmaster-General
knew the places, or this course would
not have been taken. There was a
post-office in Quebec East, the revenue
of which was $1,632; the salary was
$742, besides $200 paid towards rent,
fuel and light, making a total of $942
for that post-office. He complained
that that postmaster, instead of being
at bit, business and attending to his
work, was allowed to go down to the
county of Rimouski, and there make
speeches as an election agent; Whilst
he was on this subject, he desired to
call the attention of the Committee to
other names, as well as that of Mr.
Gillotte, the postmaster in St. Roch.
He did not know if the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries had taken action
in connection with the com'plaint he
had made about Commandcr Lavoie.

Sim ALBERT J. SMITH: I have
taken action about it.

MR. LANGEVIN said Mr. Labelle,
a lighthouse-keeper at Bic, had also
been canvassing in Rimouski county.
The county was full of those light-
house-keepers canvassing.

Sim ALBERT J. SMITII: I have
information that there arc a good many
of our lighthouse-keepers actively can-
vassing on the other side.

Mr. LANGEVIN said if tho hon.
gentleman had the informatio>n, he
knew whatto do. Arjumborofofficers
of this House were now out of their offi-
ces, and had gone down to take part in
the Local Elections in the Province of
Quebec. Mr. Bienvenu, one of the
translators, had left his office for this
purpose, and he had been replacod by
a young man just out of college, be-
cause he bore the same name. Mr.
Pitan had been also allowed to leave
is office in this House and go down
there, and this country was paying
him to canvass in Lower Canada,
gainst one political party.
M. DYMOND rose to a question of

rder.
MR. HUNTINGTON asked the hon.

entleman to discuss the Post-Office
Estimates first, and to go into these
ther matters afterwards.
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MR. LANGEVIN said he had called
the attention of the hon. gentleman to
the fact that one of his officers was
canvassing in Rirnouski.

M.IJNTING'TON said Mr.Phileas
Gillotte was inerely paid a percentage,
like any other postmaster. Did the
hon. gentleman want to lay down the
rule that a postmaster bad no right to
express his opinion?

MR. LANGEVIN said this was a
salary. It was not like the case of a
country postmaster. Why should the
country be paying this man to canvass
in Rimouski ? It was the same thing
with Commander Lavoie. If they
could do this, why should not also Mr.
Pitan or Mr. Doyon, or Mr. Kiers-
kowski, translators of this House?
Hon. gentlemen said they desired to
separate the affairs of the Dominion
from the affairs of the Local Govern-
ments, but they allowed their offlcers
to canvass for their friends.

MR. SPEAKER said a very serious
charge had been made against the man-
agement of the House of Commons.
Mr. Bienvenu had, three or four weeks
ago, applied to hia to have his brother
accepted in his stead, on the staff of the
French translators, stating that he bad
urgent business requiring him to be
away. He (Mr. Speaker) insisted upon
having from Mr. Courselles indirectly,
a statement that the young gentleman
was competent to do the work,
and he believed he was now on
the staff. Mr. Pitan applied for
leave of absence on the ground
of illness in his family and got it on
that ground only. If Mr. Kierskowski
had left; he had done so without his
leave or knowledge. Mr. Doyon had
given up bis position.

MR. LANGEVIN said Mr. Kiers-
kowski had gone into the county of
Ottawa and made speeches at the
church doors.

MR. SPEAKER said he was not
aware of it.

SIR JOBN A. MACDONALD said
this was a very grave charge as the
Speaker had said. One man, underthe
pretext of private business, had gone
off and got his younger brother ap-
pointed. Mr. Pitan had told a false-

Mi. HUNTINGTON.

hood, and had gone electioneering; ho
ought to be dischargod.

MR. MACKENZIE: ]Did the hon.
gentleman ahlays diemiss every official
who took part in an election. If my
memory does nt fail me, one of the
principal officers in this Department
was on a platform with the hon. gentle.
man denouncing his political oppon-
ents.

SRa JOHN A. MACDONALD: What
officer ?

MR. MACKENZIE: Mr. Moylan.
SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said

MWr, Moylan was at a public dinner
given to him at Peterborough at a time
when he was there on duty. Thatwas
the only time he remembered M1r.
Moylan's being with him. But bore
were three officers who got leave of
absence at a time when the Premier
said they could not get the returns
down with sufficient rapidity.

MR. MACKENZIE said they did not
make out the Returns. Ie recollected
one of the hon. gentleman's deputy
adjutants-general appearing in New
Brunswick in an election.

MR. ITCHELL: Who?
Ma. MACKENZIE. Mr. Inches.
Ma. MITCHELL said he had never

heard of it. He might have been in
his own country, and, if so, he should
have been turned out; but he was never
in the northern part of the Province.

MR. BLAKE said Mr. Moylan was
connected with the Penitentiaries Ser-
vice, and ho was not aware that there
was a penitentiary at Peterborough.

SiRa JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
was travelling all over.

MR. MACKENZIE : There is "O
penitentiary west of Kingston.

MR. LANDERKIN said that but for
the indignant appeals of the hon. mell-
ber for Charlevoix (Mr. Langevin) he
would not have mentioned certain inci-

dents which had occurred in his own
riding a few years ago. Altbough a
postmaster there, an appointee of the
late Government, had activelyand ear-
nestly canvassed against him, he wOuld
have thought it beneath him to haVe
taken steps towards his dismissal, or to
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have publicly noticed his conduct in
-ny way, but for the remarks which
had been made to-night. A gentle-
man in the township of Osprey, named
Archibald McIntyre, had written a
letter to lon. Archibald McKellar in
regard to the elections, That gentle-
man had sent a reply which, as it
afterwards transpired, was one of which
no gentleman need be ashamod. This
reply, marked "private," had arrived
at the post-office when the gentleman
to whom it was addressed was from
home, but a friend of his, Mr. McKay,
had called and obtained the letter and
had left it in his own box until ho was
ready to return home. In the mean-
time, the postmaster, the gentleman to
whom ho had before referred, had
given out the letter to an Alex.
McIntyre.

An HoN. MEMBER: Did he belong
to the party of letter-stealers ?

Ma. LANDERKIN: Yes; ho was
opposed to him (Mr. Landerkin). Mr.
Alex. McIntyre, ho was informed,
handed the letter to another party who
gave it to Mr. Jackson, the candidate
of the Conservative party, and, not-
withstanding the tact that the
letter was "private," that McIntyre,
the "Conservative candidate" did
not hesitate to violate the sanctity
of private correspondence to gain
a political party advantage. The
illegal and disreputable means used to
obtain this letter were connived at by
the whole of the Opposition press who
endeavoured to convey the idea that
the lHon. Mr. MeKellar (w-ho was a
member of the Ontario Governinent)
was endeavouring to use improperly
the influence of the Crown to carry
the election, when such was not the
case at all, as the letter was not in-
tended, nor did it indicate the Ieast
unpropriety on the part of that gentle-
man. Cases of this kind wèe not rare
inder the old Government; and when
the hon. member for Charlevoix must
be tO well aware of the interference
of officiais under the old regime, it was
a ratter of surprise that he should
endeavour to prejudice public opinion
by such specious declamation.

MR. HIUNTINGTON said ho would
like to ask the hon. member for Char-levoix whether he would join with

him (Mr. Huntington) in making it
an offence punishable by dismissal for
civil servants to interfere in elections.
This was the proper way to look at
the business. Speaking as an indivi-
dual and not as a Minister, he would
say ho had no doubt that civil-servants
should serve the country and not a
party. Would the hon. gentleman ap-
ply the principle he had mentioned to
political enemies and friends alike. If
this rule were adopted, the hon. gen-
tleman would be obliged to go to more
political funerals in a short time than
ho dared say the hon. gentleman had
time to attend. The hon. gentleman
knew how it was himself, and for the
hon. members for Charlevoix and
Kingston to rise, he would not say
with simulated indignation, and com-
plain that civil servants were interfer-
ing in politics, after their history, was
a piece of sweet declamation, the
like of which he had rarely seen.
If postmasters were salaried they
came within the limit, while, if
paid a percentage, this was not always
the case, some received $10, and
some more. The line had never been
drawn. The hon. member for King-
ston seemed to see in this a very grave
case, when a young man went home to
see a sick mother, and another to see a
sick wife, and said solemnly that ho
did not believe the story. It was pos-
sible that both these young men had
gone down to canvass in the election,
and it might have been very improper
that they should have gone. The hon.
gentleman had heard the Speaker's
statement in this relation, and had
accepted it. He wibhod an answer to
his question.

Ma. LANGEVIN said that civil
servants, no matter to which party
they belonged, should not interfere in
elections. They were paid to attend
to public duties, and they should not
leave their offices to canvass for either
party, whetber they were under the
direct control of the Government or
under the control of the House. To do
so was highly improper.

MR. FISET said that if the theory
laid down by the hon. member for
Charlevoix was accepted, the Govern-
ment would be justified in making a
rasade, and in dismissing any number
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of employés appointed by the late Ad-
ministration. This Government had
acted with great moderation in this
respect. A large number of employés
appointed by the late Govetnment
were well known to be working direct-
ly against the Liberal party, and yet
they were not dismissed. The names
of these persons could be given. A
civil servant should be permitted to
express his political opinions ; and the
hon. member for Charlevoix should be
the last man to take the position
which lie had assumed - on this
question.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the rule which, as far as he knew,
had always been adopted in
their time, and which ho believed, was
according to law, was that postmasters
in towns and cities that dre w salaries,
were specially deprived of their votes
by law, he believed. He knew that
the postmaster at Kingston had, in
ignorance of the law, voted for him,
though he did not interfere in the elec-
tion, and that an action had been
brought against this official to recover
the penalty. But posumasters paid by
percentage were in very many cases
always understood to hold the offices
for the convenience of the public, more
than for their own emolument and ad-
vantage; and they were always consi-
dered at liberty to vote, and not to be
civil servants in the strict sense of the
word. As regarded civil servants gen-
erally, he thought that the rule was
proper that, while allowed to vote, they
should in no other way interfere in
elections. This was the correct prin-
ciple, and the principle which was in
thoir day carried out, and he dare say
that with same occasional infringe-
ments by bon. gentlemen opposite, it
had been also observed by them. Then
he spoke of a greater matter, he did
not refer to voting or political predi-
tections, but to the absence of employés
at the end of a Session in the utmost
press of business. These were session-
al officers, and it was alleged that they
obtained leave of i h-ence on false pre-
tences, deceiving the Speaker. If this
had been doni, in order that they might
act as electioneririg agents, he thought
that everybody on both sides would
agree that a very grave offence had

Ma. FISET.

been con mitted, which should be pun-
ished.

MR. LAURIER said that he knew
for certain that there was illness in Mr.
Pitan's family; and this was why he
had gone down.

SIR. JOHN A. MACDONALD:
The hon. gentleman says so,and that is
the end of it.

MR. MITCHELL said ho wished to
complain of the fact that Mr. Ellis,
who held the leading postmastership in
the Province of New Brunswick, being
postmaster at St. John, was neverthe-
less connected with the St. John Globe,
for which he wrote editorial articles,
and in which ho had an interest. These
articles were not only most violent, but
of the most virulent character, directed
against the opponents of the present
Government. This was highly impro-
per. Mr. Ellis and Mr. Armstrong,
who was now dead, had dissolved part-
nership, and the former had since
taken in two young men from the office
with him to manage this paper.

MR. BURPEE (St. John) said he
was assured by Mr. Ellis himself and
other parties in St. John, that Mr. Ellis
had had no control over and no interest
in the Globe newspaper since his ap-
pointment as postmaster. This was
the understanding at the time, and ho
believed this had been done. Mr. Ellis'
salary was $2,400, which was also
given in Halifax and other towns of
the same size.

MR. MITCHELL said that the pub.
lie announcements he had seen contra-
dicted the correctness of the statement
that Mr. Ellis had severed his connec-
tion with the Globe. He was satisfied
that Mr. Ellis still had an interest in
that paper, and controlled the senti-
monts uttered in its columns.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH said that
Mr. Ellis was a very efficient office'.
It was distinctly understood when th"
appointment was made that ho was tO
cease to have any connection with the
Globe newspaper. lie could not say
positively that this had been done; nUt
this was the understanding at the time.

MR. MITCHELL said that Mr.
Ellis waspostmaster when ho dissolved
partnership with Mr. Armstrong. And
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ho was informed, on very credible
authority, that Mr. Ellis was now
carrying on this business with the aid
oftwo assistants taken from the office
of the paper.

Mu. HJUNTINGTON said with re-
gard to two returns mentioned by the
hon. member for Charlevoix, that if
collusion had existed which resulted in
the withdrawal of tenders,this was very
improper. In any case, where this was
known to have occurred, it had been
seriously dealt with by the Depart-
ment. But it might be that the hon.
gentleman,unless he had heard the de-
tails by means of a telegram, had
been misinformed, as party feeling
was very high in Charlevoix County.
The Department, however, bad no
knowledge of it. If the facts were as
mentioned, $500 had been lost to the
Department. As to the St. Lawrence
service, the experiment had been made
of sending the mails over the Grand
Trunk, and of ferrying them over to
Murray Bay. This was believed to be
a very great convenience. The sum of
$2,000 was paid to the Grand Trunk
Company in this relation, and this
source appeared to be a very great ad-
vantage. The land service did occasion
some inconveniences; but the hon.
gentleman had made the case out a
deal worse than it was. They would
have had to send the despatches to the
Governor General ut Tadousac all the
same if the steamers had been running,
but this special service only occurred
once, and it was a matter of no conse-
quence. The hon. gentleman said that
according to the report of the Inspec-
tor they had made a bargain with
Martin to pay $12 for the round
trip and to give another man $4
for the round trip to be continued for
thirty-three motîtbs, and bad not
advertised for tenders. The period
was short, and if they had so adver-
tized, the hon. gentleman would have
complained that no work had been
perfoirmed. The thing was quite im-
possible, and this complaint fell to the
ground. The hon. gentleman's state-
ment showed that the service performed
below by steamer was not a daily
service; and they were now seeking
to supply a daily service as far as
iMurray Bay. The Department was

compelled to admit that the service to-
Murray Bay was not satisfactory. It
was an experiment. They thought
that the steamers might take the mail
for a reasonable price as far' as Murray
Bay, but the steamers would not do it.
They charged at the same rate for
carrying mails from Murray Bay as-
from Quebec. Therefore ho could not
make any arrangement with regard to
the postmaster at Quebec East.

MR. CARON asked whether arrange-
ments had been made with the Mon-
treal, Ottawa, and Occidental Railway
to carry the mails over that line.

MR. HUNTINGTON
rangement had been
any negotiations entered

said no ar-
made nor

into.

Ma. DECOSMOS asked why there
was a decrease of $10,000 in the Esti-
mates for postal service in the Prov-
ince of British Columbia; why the
contractor for the mail service between
Victoria and Nanaimo had been al-
lowed to throw up his contract, and
whether that contract had been given
out without calling for tenders;
whether it was intended to
fulfil the treaty with British Colum-
bia as to steam service between San
Francisco and Victoria; and whether
the Government proposed continuing
Mr. Bernard as mail-carrier between
Yale and Cariboo, without calling for
tenders.

MR. HUNTINGTON said, with re-
gard to the $10,000, the Government
had estimated for $10,000 last year,.
more than they expended. With re-
gard to the second enquiry, the con-
tractor could not fulfil bis contract,
and the inspector recommended the
Government to give it to another
steamer which was donc. As for Ber-
nard, he did not exactly know what to
do with him, and would consult with
the hon. gentleman about it. The
treaty with British Columbia for mail
service was not a matter connected
with bis Department, but there was-
no change in the policy that he knew
of. The correspondence between Vic-
toria and Puget Sound was not com-
pleted, but ho hoped it would be in a,
few days.

Vote agreed to.
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84. Lachine Canai.................... $2,000,000

MR. MACKENZIE said this was for
the payment of existing contracts,
amounting altogether to $4,470,873,
of which, up to 31st December, last,
there had been paid 82,992,711. The
estimate for the current year had been
somewhat exceeded, and it would be
nocessary to take a supplementary
-estimate.

Vote agreed to.

-85. Cornwafl Canai......................... $250,000

MR. LANGEVIN asked when that
ontract was given out.

Ma. MACKENZIE said it was given
on the 23rd August, 1876, and to be
finished on 25th April, 1879.

MR. LANGEVIN: Is it likely to be
completed then 2

MR. MACKENZIE: I think so.
Vote agreed to.

86. St. Lawrence Canals ............ ........ $4e,000

MR. MACKENZIE said that item
was for the Galoose Rapids. The canal
had yet to be deepened.

Vote agreed to.

87. Welland Canal ...... ................. $2,500,O00

MR. MACKENZIE said there were
26 contracts in all, the aggregate
.amount of which was $9,514,207. To
this must be added the cost of clearing
the land, engineering expenses and
-exceptional expenses of varlous kinds.

In answer to Mr. PLUMB,
MR. MACKENZIE said he believed

the contracts were all let.

In answer to Mr. KIRKPATRIcK,
MR. MACKENZIE said the last

-contract let was to be finished in April,
1879. fHe did not include the aque-
-duct, which was to be finished in 1881,
and, in the meantime, the old aqueduct
would be improved so that vessels

-drawing 12 foet of water could pass.

MR. McCALLUM said ho had been
very glad to hear the hon. the Minister
,of Public Works say that the policy
-of the Government was to get
fourteen feet of water from

MR. HUNTINGTON.

Fort Erie to Montreal, and he
should be glad if that were broughit
about as soon as possible. We were
losing money by not having that
arrangement. The trade of the West
was going by Buffalo and the Erie
Canal. The hon. gentleman had not
stated the amount it would take to
raise the locks from the Summit down
to Port Dalhousie. He wished they
would do that at once, because the
policy of the American Government
was to divert the trade through the
Erie Canal. There had been an in-
crease of 55 per cent. of vegetable food
cleared through the Erie Canal, while
there had been a decrease through the
Welland Canal of 19 per cent. On the
other hand, there had been a docrease
of heavy goods sent through the Erie
Canal and an inerease on the Welland
Canal. The Americans had made a
reduction of the tolls last year, as ho
had predicted. As long as they had
the advantage oftwo feet of water in
the Buffalo harbour, the trade of the
West would go that way; but if we
had 14 feet of water in the Welland
Canal, the trade of the West would
come through our own territory. It
was breadstuffs which paid the tolls,
not coarse freight. He would like the
Minister of Public Works to state if
the Government intended to lower the
culverts on the feeder, because, when
the water was high, it flowed on to the
land of that section. He trusted the
Government would, as soon as pos-
sible, deepen the canal so as to give 14
feet of water.

MR. PLUMB said ho desired to sup-
plement the appeal of the hon. gentle-
men for a 14 feet depth. He
showed the enormous amount of
freight which was being carried
on American railways, and cited
a leading in a newspaper published in
Albany in which it was urged thatthe
tolls on the Erie Canal should be col-
pletely removed. The policy of the
State of New York had been to reduce
the tolls-year by year, and every effort
would be made to retain the carryifg
trade on that Canal. This was a mat-
ter of most vital interest for us. Buf-
falo controlled the great trade of the
West, and was the most serious rival
our Canadian cities had to contend
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with. The Welland Canal was one of
the competitors with the Erie Canal,
and the railways of New York, and,

erhaps, those of Pennsylvania, and
he regretted that the period of the
completion of the enlargement of this
canal was to be delayed. An enormous
sum had been spent on this work, and
this would lie idle for some time, re-
turning no interest. One of the most
important sections seemed to be that
between the Mountain at Thorold and
Port Dalhousie, and he was informed
by an engineer of the very highest
standing, that there was great danger
of the outlay between Port Dalhousie
and the top of the mountain at Thorold
being lost, owing to the washing ofthe
banks, to the constant action of the
water and the peculiar nature of the
clay and soi], and the action of the
frosts. These influences would do ex-
ceedingly great damage to the locks,
bridges, and other parts of the basin.
lie was also told that the lock at Port
Dalhousie had been found not to have
been properly based, and that there
was evidence that this work had sunk.
He was sure that the tardy letting of
the aqueduct, was a most serious
thing in connection with the enlarge-
ment of this canal. This had been
done some time in August or Septem-
ber, and he was informed that the old
aqueduct could be made to answer a
purpose, though not the purpose for
which the enlargement was intended.
Ie regretted exceedingly, in the inter-
ests of the country generally, and of
those engaged in trade, that, when this
matter was brought up in the House
some six or eight weeks ago, and the
statement was made that these works
would be completed in a year or
eighteen months, the hon. member for
Lincoln, who was a practical business
man, had corroborated the statement
that this work would be done in a very
short time, and also endorsed the ac-
tion of the Government in this respect.
In these days of rapid transit, when
the most constant vigilance was neces-
sary to prevent the loss of a little por-
tion of the carrying trade, it was
unfortunate that the most important
of ali public works-aind he did not
except the Intercolonial Railway-the
key of the whole system of navigation
uPon which such an enormous sum had

been expended, should have been so
far delayed as to threaten the loss or
this trade, which they had been seek-
ing and were willing to make such
great sacrifices for. The policy ofthe
late Government in this regard had
been wise; and this Government would
have been wise had they pushed for-
ward this work as rapidly as possible
to successful completion. The period
of great depression in trade and of
stoppage in railway construction, when
labour has been begging for employ-
ment, was peculiarly favourable for
carrying on this work. Und er the
circumstances, they had reason to com-
plain of so much tardiness, and of the
condition of the Welland canal, which
was very much like that of the man
who built the roof of bis house without
having built the lower stories or laid
the foundations at this canal was very
nearly completed at each end. Large
outlays had been made upon it,
and he believed that the greater part
of the most expensive masonry
between the top of the mountain at
Thorold and Port Dalhousie was now
finished. The money was no doubt
paid over; and these works were earn-
ing nothing, while they were exposed
to damage. The public interests had
suffered seriously in this connection.
There were reasons for supposing that
these works had been unnecessarily
delayed. le was surprised to have
bis hon. friend (Mr. Norris) approve
of the statement that this canal could
be completed in a year or 18 months,
when he must have known that this
statement was misleading. It had
been pretended that it was possible to
get navigation by way of the Lake
Champlain and the Champlain Canal to
New York; but this was utterly im-
possible. The Champlain was a small
canal belonging to the State of New
York ; the larger proportion of the
population of this State was interested
in maintaining the navigation of the
Erie Canal. The Commissioner who
had gone to Washington prepared to
sacrifice Canada's interests to obtain
reciprocity, had wished to stipulate for
the use of the influence of the United
States Government, in order to secure
the enlargement of this canal by that
State; but all who knew any thing
about the matter laughed at this state-
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ment because the Federal Government
had no influence whatever over the
,Legislature of the State. The scheme
was a foolish one, and impracticable.
He trusted that every effort would be
made to push forward this work on the
Welland Canal to completion. He was
disappointed in the progress which had
been made on this most important
work, which was the key stone of the
whole arch of our system of navigation.
He wished to ask the hon. the First
Minister whether the contract No. 1
which was in the hands of Mr. Larking
of St. Catherines, was transferred by
Denison, Belden and Co., or whe-
ther the Government had made a new
contract, and whether the other con-
tracts sianding in the name of Denison,
Belden and Co., were still being carried
on by these gentlemen.

MR. MACKENZIE : So far as I know
they are carried on by these gentlemen.
Mr. Larkin got the contract himself.
It was not assigned to him by any one.

MR. PLUMB: Was it obtained by
tender?

Mn. MACKENZIE: Yes.
MR. PLUMB: Was it the lowest

tender?
MR. MACKENZIE: It was the

lowest tender in this way. Deni-
son, Belden & Co. were the lowest
tenderers, but they had been accused
by the authorities of the State of New
York of having been concerned in
frauds in connection with the Erie
Canal, and the Government thought it
desirable not to give them the contract,
and it was given to Mr. Larkin, the
next lowest tenderer, at their prices.

Mn. NORRIS said he was glad the
Government intended taking up the
work of deepening the canal to 14 feet
at an early day. The extra cost re-
quired, $900,000, would yield a better
return than any money yet spent on
the canal. He did not see why the
banks from Thorold downwards should
suffer damage even if the water were
not let in for a year or two. In fact,
it was necessary that these banks
should lay for some time before letting
in any water, in order to strengthen
them. The work could not be pushed
on at once. The aqueduct itself would

MR. PLUMB.

take a longer time to inake than any
other section of the canal. It was
necessary that time should be taken to
complete such works.

MR. McCARTHY said he was glad
the Government saw the necessity of
deepening the canal to 14 feet of water.
He thought the hon. the First Minister
was in error in stating the work would
be completed in June, 1879. le did
not think the work would be completed
for two years, even with twelve feet of
water.

Mn. MACKENZIE said the incomie
from the Welland Canal last year gave
a surplus of $114,000 and the surplus
on the Ottawa Canals was $16,847. On
the St. Lawrence Canals there had
been a loss of 837,821, on the Rideau
Canal $35,227, and the total net
revenue from these Canals amounted
to $53,000. The net revenue for the
year ending 30th June, 1875, was
somewhat large; it amounted to
$68,000.

Mn. MITCHELL: Is that the net
profit earnings of the Welland Canal
over and above working expenses?

MR. MACKENZIE said it was; but
it did not include the interest on
capital.

In answer to Mr. McCALLUM,

MR. MACKENZIE said his impres-
sion was that the Canal Commission
reported in favour of twelve feet in-
stead of fourteen feet.

MR. LANGEVIN said he believed
it was twelve feet on the St. Lawrence
Canals, and fourteen feet on the
Welland Canal.

Mn. MACKENZIE said it was very
difficult to get a depth of twelve feet
in the harbours on the lakes. The
depth of water at Chicago and Mil-
waukee was not more than twelve
feet. The Publie Department at Wash-
ington estimated the cost of making
a depth of fourteen feet from the bed
of Lake Superior and Lake Erie at
$3,000,00 , with the clearing out of
the Detroit, St. Clair and St. Mary
Rivers, and that did not include the
work properly within Canadian
boundaries. An application had
been made to the Canadian Gover-
ment to join them in some of
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this work, and they had agreed to pay
in proportion to the tonnage and trade
,of Canada. That had led to some
hesitation. It had been the policy of
the United States, however, to dredge
out harbours more than had foiimerly
been done, and he (Mr. Mackenzie)
had felt it %necessary to adopt the

policy to reach the same depth in the
space of time, and to make our perma-
nent structures such as to give the
depth of 14 feet. The Government
would consider the statements of hon.

gentlemen, but he could not pledge
himself to anything, because they had
to consider the financial position of the
country and other matters. He had
not yet been able to take the feeder
matter into consideration, but they
hoped soon to be able to reach that and
remove any grievance that might
exist.

MR. McGREGOR said that a vessel
at Chicago could come out drawing 15
feet of water, and at Milwaukee from
14J feet to 15 feet. At present the
American shipping were actually
drawing 14 feet of water between
Buffalo and Chicago. It was neces-
s.ary for us to have 14 feet as soon as
possible.

MR. McCALLUM said his hon.
friend from Northumberland thought
the canal ought to pay a percentage.
le had in his hand a statement of the
income of the canal for the last ten
years, and the expenditure for staff
and repairs, which was as follows:

Years.

1869 ......
1870......
1871 ......
1872......
1873......
1874......
1875......
1876......
1877......
1878.....

Expenditure
for Staff and

Repairs.
$76,393.00

81,793.00
101,649.00
92,164.00
92,013.00

110,932.00
154,632.00
141,134.00
109,742.00
114,359.00

Income.

$236,876.00
246,190.00
254,96 L00
299,740.00
275,979.00
271,597.00
313,711.00
251,663.00
220,570.00
230,537.00

Thus, in 10 years, the gross amount
received was $1,601,846, and the

iniount expended for the staff and re-
pairs was $1,074,795, showing a net
Profit of $1,527,051. The net increasewas 81,527,051; so, after all, this was
,hot a very bad statement for the Wol-
land Canal. There was a large in-

crease, particularly with regard to the
staff and repairs on the St. Lawrence
Canals; but the figures for the staff
and repairs were all mixed. They
knew, of course, that the depth of 14
feet for the Welland Canal was an
after-consideration. There night have
been some mistakes committed in let-
ting out the contracts. Some works
that took the longest to do, had been
let out last, but he did not know that ho
blamed tbe Government very severely
for this; but still some mistakes had
been committed. The Welland Canal
was a great work; it was not being
enlarged as far as ho would like to see
it, but it would be a credit to a]l parties
concerned when it was done. The
deep cut was not, and could not be,
walled up, as hon. gentlemen said;
and so there was nothing sure about it.
This cut was sodded,the bank was being
removed from it, and, when the water
was taken out of the canal, be looked
for a slide in it, though it would not
be anything serious. No other public
work in the Dominion paid as well as
the Welland Canal, which was an
accommodation to the people of this
country, while otherwise it yielded
considerable revenue.

Vote agreed to.

88. St. Anne's Lock and Canal.... $50,000.

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,

MR. MACKENZIE said that it was
part of the scheme to build a new lock
entirely, with a new entrance behind
the present pier, between the present
lock and the village; and it would also
be necessary to excavate the lock at
the head of the canal for some dis-
tance. The depth on the present
mitre sill was from 6 to 7 feet, and the
scale of navigation for the river
had been, be thought, 9 feet.
The work, which had been
progressing, had been on the
shoal immediately below the lock.
The bottom of this lake was composed
of a series of ridges like waves of earth
running generally in a north-east di-
rection; and a eut had to be made
through one of these ridges at that
place. The contract was let some
years ago, and it should have been
finished long ago. It was progressing
somewhat slowly but surely, and was,
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Le thought, nearly comploted. It was
with a view to finish it, and, perhaps,
to make a beginning on the larger
work that this small vote was at pre-
sent asked. The entire work would
require, Mr. Page estimated. an ex-
penditure of nearly half a million,
from first to last, in order to complete
it. It was not rt present considered
necessary to commence the new lock,
but it was merely now intended to
complete the otber works. He could
not say that the lock was absolutely
finished yet, but it was either finished
or very near it. $118,000 had been

.,%pent on it.

Ma. ROCHESTER said he had
understood last year that this work
was then finished; he had passed
through it. The work below St.
Anne's was completed.

MR. MACKENZIE: Some piers are
to be built yet.

Ma. ]ROCHESTER: Not below; but
there may be above.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Yes; I think
below.

Ma. ROCHESTER said that th e
channel at St. Anne's at low water was
fearfully crooked.

MR. MACKENZIE said a sum of
money would be spent in providing
piers.

Vote agreed to.

89. Carillon Lock and Canal. ... $240,000

In answer to Mr. ROCHESTER,

MR. MACKENZIE said it would be
a long story to give information under
this head, This work had been en-
tirely suspended since last May or
June, and no arrangement had as yet
been come to with the contractors, and
this was a matter on which Mr. Page
was now engaged. The contractors
were R. B. Cook & Jones. The con-
tractors would prefer to give up the
dam across the river altogether, and
prosecute the other parts of the work,
but the engineer objected to any divi-
sion of the contract. This matter had
given a great deal of trouble and
anxiety to himself, and Le had endea-
voured to come to some 'arrangement
which would be in the public interest,

MF. MACKENZI;l

&pply.

and, at the ame time, reasonably
satisfactory to the contractors them.
selves. It was precisely in such a
position at present that he preferred
not to discuss the question, as it would
be a matter of public inconvenience to
be obliged to do so. This question
was in dispute and it had given themn
a great deal of trouble. The Cornmittee
should be satisfied with knowing that
it was the purpose of the Government
to have the matter in such a state that
when the water came to the lowest
stage they would be in a position to pro.
secute it with the utmost possible
vigour.

Ma. ROCHESTER said that the
river trade naturally demanded that
something should immediately be done
in this regard. The Chute à Blondeau
Lock was in a most dilapidated con-
dition, being propped up with planks
and iron bolts. This dam and slides,
if built, would do away altogether
with this lock.

MR. MACKENZIE : I am quite
aware of that.

MR. ROCHESTER said that the
foreman had told him last Fall that he
did not believe these locks would stand
this year. They were paying from 25
to 40 per cent. for carriage between
Ottawa and Montreal more than they
ought to pay, simply because this work
was not completed. He hoped that some
arrangement would be made by whieh
these locks would be put into such a
position that they would answer the
purpose of trade during this season at
all events.

Ma. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
that the trade of Ottawa was suffering
severely owing to the non-completion
of these works. No work had what-
ever been executed, despite the asser-
tion to the contrary in the report of
the Minister of Public Works-if he
was correctly informed-upon the
Carillon Canal since May 1877.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I stated that
myself.

Ma. WHITE said yes; but no pre-
aration so far as they could see had
een made for recommencing work on

this canal for the present season or up
to the present time.
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MR. LANGEVIN said it was to be
regretted this work had not been pro-
ceeded with. When the question of
constructing Carillon Canal came up
in 1873, a meeting was held of all the
interests concerned, not only of Ottawa
but of the Upper Ottawa, Montreal and
Quebec. It was, after grave delibera-
tion, decided that this work should be
conpleted. Plans were drawn and the
contract was awarded to the present
contractors. No reason had been
given why, after five years had passed,
this work was not completed. He had
been told there was a difference of
opinion between the Department and
the contractors about a certain portion
of it under water, which the contracts
claimed should bc considered as extra
work. If there was any doubt about
this difficulty It could be submitted to
arbitrators, and if decided in favour of
the contractors, the Govern-
ment should ask for a
vote for the money required.

Vote agreed to.

90. Grenville Canal..........$250,000
R1. MITCHELL asked who was the

contractor for this work.
MR. MACKENZIE : Mr. James Good-

win. A change was made in 1871 and
gain in 1873. In 1873 the matter was

referred to Mr. Page. and he made a
report, upon which Mr. Goodwin exe-
euted the work done.

MR. MITCHELL said that the pre-
ent Secretary of State. in order to

carry the elections of 1874, and in the
absence of the Premier, had promised
Mr. Goodwin a very large increase in
the rock work, which had enabled Mr.
Goodwin to nake a fortune out of the
(ontract instead of losing one.

MR. MACKENZIE: That is not
true.

. MR. MITCHELL said he was refer-
nIg to rumours and reports, some ofwhich lie believed to be true. He did

ot know whether there was a particle
'f truth in that statement.

-MiR. MACKENZIE: There is not a
particle.

MR. MITCHELL said he believed
-Goodwin changed his politics about

that time, and he believed the increase
Was part of his condition in dong so.

140

MaR. M ACKENZIE: I repudiate the
i"sinuation of the hon. gentlcran as
one of the grossest falsehoods ever in-
vented. Wnoever in vented it. I care
not who he is, is a base scoundrel at
heart.

Ma. *ROSS (West Middlesex): And
whoever repeats it.

MAR. MITCHELL said lie believed
there was some foundation for the
rumour. -He had not impnted it to the
hon, gentleman, because the story, as
ho had heard it, was that the transac-
tion either took place through the
Secretary of State or another member
of the Cabinet, whom lie had heard
named in connection with it.

MR. LANGEVIN said lie was afraid
the Minister of Public Works had not
seen the papers, or, probably, he had
forgotten them. Mr. Goodwin had
laid his claims before the Government,
and when the works were proceeding
in 1873, the Chiet Engineer made a
report in reference to them. This ad-
ditional work had been given to Mr.
Goodwin, because le could do it
cheaper than anyone else, having the
plans already on the ground. This
was on the lst October, 1873. He had
recommended Mr. Goodwin's case,
which was laid before the Government,
but he found some difficulty in coming
to a decision aboutit. The matter was
referred to Mr. Page, the Chief Engi-
neer, for information to Iearn as to how
much Mr. Goodwin was entitled,
but this did not at all bind the action
of the Government. This was done on
the 30th October, 1873, and the Order-
in-Coancil was dated the day following,
so any action taken on Mr. Page's
report, the hon. gentlemen opposite
were responsible.

MaR. MACKENZIE: I stated that.
MR. MITCHELL: You did not.
Ma. MACKENZIE said that he had

stated precisely what the lion. gentle-
man had detailed.

Mr. MITCHELL: Not at all.
Ma. MACKENZIE said that he gave

an extract from the minute of Coun-
cil dated Oct. 31, 1873; that the mat-
ter was referred to Mr. Page, to say
what Mr. Goodwin should have; that
manny months afterwards-he could
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not recollect the date-Mr. Page had
reported, and that the Government
accepted and acted upon this report.
He could not give tho exact date of
Mr. Page's report, but the Government
had accepted his report. As to the pre-
vious rise in prices, it was accomplished
wholly by the hon. gentlemen opposite,
who said it was for a different class of
work. That might be the case, but, ac-
cording to his recollection, it was
the same class of work, merely deepen-
ing the canal. It was as easy to
quarry rock six feet down as four feet
down. He was not competent to say
whether $1.50 was too high a price or
not. If the work was of an entirely
different character, why did not the
hon. gentleman ask for new tenders ?

Ma. LANGEVIN: Because the con-
tractor was there, and it was more
economical to give him the con-
tract.

Ma. MACKENZIE said lie did not
say that money was not saved by giv-
ing it to the former contractor. He
merely argued from the hon. gentle-
man's premises. He stated the simple
fact that the work had been done
before at $1.30 and it had been paid
for at $1.50. The Government ac-
cepted the hon gentleman's recommen-
dations and referred the matter to Mr.
Page, whose report was accepted and
acted upon, and constituted practically
the contract under which Mr. Goodwin
was carrying on his operation.

MR. CUIRRIER said when the works
were given out by the late Govern-
ment the locks were iieither to be so
large nor was the canal to be sunk so
deep as afterwards. The policy was
changed afterwards to give nine feet
of water instead of six; therefore it
was more expensive to sink the
timber of that lock three feet
deeper, because the water had
to be pumped out, and a cellar
had to be sunk to put the lock in. Mr.
Page was instructed to see whether
the schedule of prices should be
changed for this work.

MR. LANGEVIN said lie did not
recollect exactly what the plans of
Goodwin were, but le was under the
impression that he was dissatisfied with
the measurements, and claimed he was

Ma. MAeKENZIE.

not paid properly. The matter was
referred to the Chief Engineer, Mr.
Page, to ascertain what amount of
money Mr. Goodwin was entitled to,not what increased rate he was to
receive.

Ma. McCALLJM said any one could
see that it cost more to quarry out a
foot of rock at the bottom than a foot
at the top.

Vote agreed to.

91. Culbute (improving approacb to
Canal ..... ......................... $24,000

93. Miscellaneous................... 10,000

Resolutions ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
Five minutes before

Three o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Saturday, 27th April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

QUEBEC BUILDING SOCIETIES ACT.

BILL IN AMENDMENT PROPOSED.

Ma. HOLTON asked the unanimous
consent of the House to the introduc-
tion of a Bill. Last Session a Bill was
passed respecting Building Societiesiin
the Province of Quebee, the provisions
of which in incorporated towns were to
come in force on 1st July, 1878, and in
all other parts of the Province on lst
July, 1879. It had been represented
to him that bringing the Act into
operation in respect to incorporated
towns would result in great inconve-
nience, and would be injurious. The
object of the Bill lie wished to introduce
was to extend the time for the Act
coming into force in incorporat
towns to lst July, 1879.

Ma. LANGEVIN said there had not
been a petition to the House represeit-

ing the state of things referred to by
the hon. member for Chateauguay, and
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ho did not think it would be right to
change ail the rules of the House when
no complaint had been made.

MR. HOLTON: Of course that is
final.

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IN ELEC-
TIONS.

REMARKB.

Mu. LANGEVIN said he had to
bring a matter of importance before
the House, and in order that he might
do so in the proper manner, he would
move the adjournment of the House.
It was well known to the flouse, and it
was known in the country, that certain
officials of the House, and certain
servants of the Government, were now
employing their time in electioneering
in the Province of Quebec, instead of
doing the business for which they were
paid by the country. Among these
officiais were four of the officiai trans-
lators. One named Bienvenu, had ap-
plied to be replaced by his brother
while he went canvassing; another
named Pitan, who got leave of absence
on the plea of illness in his family, had
been able to appear on the hustings in
the county of Drummond and Artha-
baska, and speak in the interests of the
present Government of Quebec. The
Postmaster at Quebec East was engaged
electioneering at Rimouski. Damase
Labelle, a lighthouse keeper, was also
engaged in the same way. Kierkos-
kowski, another translator, had been
working in the county of Pontiac; and
Auguste Leduc, a temporary clerk in
the Department of Agriculture; Au-
mond, another translator, who went
away on the plea of sickness, and Tobin,
a messenger in the louse, were also
away canvassing. Lusignan, a clerk
il the Inland Revenue Department:
Loucks, postmaster at Hull; and
Goudin, President of the Ottawa Ward
Reform Association in this city, ail
Government officiais, had been busy in
the nterests of the Quebec Government
i the county of Ottawa. Several
sessional clerks were also engaged
electioneering. To allow officers to go
away in that manner, and for that pur-
pose, was at once unfair and unjust.
They were paid officers of the count1y,and it was their duty to devote their
tine to the service of tLe country, and

141)f

not in the interest of a party. This
was his justification for bringing the
matter before the House.

MR. JONES (Halifax) said it must
be a matter of congratulation to the
House that the hon. member for Char-
levoix had at last been converted to
views so long advocated by the Re-
form party while they were in Oppo-
sition, and practiced by then since
they had come into power. It seemed
to make a very considerable difference
in the opinion of the hon. gentleman
that the actions which he alleged had
taken place on the part of some of the
officials of the Dominion Government
were directed against the hon. mem-
ber's own friends. He (Mr. Jones)
was not aware of what had been the
practice in the old Provinces of Canada
since the Union, but speaking of his
own Province, trom the date of Union,
while hon. gentlemen opposite were in
power, they had never lost an oppor-
tunity of influencing every officer of
the Governmont under their control,
not merely to vote against the Oppo-
sition candidates, but to work, to can-
vass, and to use their officiai positions
against the Local Government of Nova
Scotia. In 1867, when the hon. mem-
ber for Charlevoix was a member of
the Government, one of the hon. gen-
tleman's colleagues, the Minister of
Customs of that day, had sent a des-
patch to his officiais at Halifax direct-
ing them to vote against his (Mr.
Jones') colleague and himself, and in
favour of the gentlemen who were-
supporting the Government of that
day.

Mi. WHITE (East Hastings): Was
that wrong ?

MR. JONES : Certainly it was
wrong.

Ma. WHITE (East Hastings): Then
why are you doing it now ?

MR. JONES: We are not doing it now.
When the despatch he had referred to
was shown to these officiais some of
them had come to him expressing
their regret that under the changed
state of affairs since the Union, and in
the face of express orders they had re.
ceived from the head of their Depart-
ment in Ottawa, they did not feel at
liberty to vote for his colleague

Government
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and himself. The bon. member for
Charlevoix (Mr. Langevin) was then
at the head ofthe Department having
control of the railways of Nova Scotia
and similar orders had come from him
to every man belonging to the railway
department, and every official and
woikman on the road was marched up
to the pollis under the leadership of the
superior officers of the Department and
voted against his colleague and him-
self. As the hon. gentleman knew, bis
conduct in that respect was the cause
of the change made in the franchise by
thec Local Government of Nova Scotia,
by which officers of the Federal Ad-
ministration in Nova Scotia were
placed in a position beyond the dicta-
tion of ar.y man or any Government, a
position in which he (Mr. Jones)
believed the public opinion of the
country would* say every official of the
Government should be placed through-
out the whole Dominion. Those men
were servants of the country, and not
of the party, and rany of the officials
in Nova Scotia who had been dis-
franchised by the Provincial law were
grateful that they had been placed in
such an independent position-a pos-
ition above the control, the dictation,
or the command of any Government.
The hon. genileman knew very well,
for he had been made aware of it at the
time, that when lie was in the Govern-
ment the railways of Nova Scotia had
been prostituted fer the service of bis
party during the elections, that it only
required a man to say he was going
anywhere in that Province to vote for
a Government candidate in order to
have railway accommodation furnished
him free of cost. When the bon. mem-
ber for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) had
done him the honour of visiting Hali-
fax, not long ago, the first man he had
applied to for the p irpose ofarranging
for a political meeting between him
(Mr. Tupper) and i;mself (Mr. Jones)
was an officer oi' this Government
drawing $1,100 or 81,200 a year from
the country. The hon. member for
Cumberland had, over his own signa-
nature, referred hîim (Mr. Jones) to
this gentleman as o ae who would act in
bis behalf.

Mu. TUPPER: You meanî the last
contest ?

Mi. JONES.

MR. JONES: Yes.

MR. TUPPER : Who was the man?
MR. JONES: Mr. Allison.

MR. TUPPER: All I can say is
that I did not know he was receiving
any salary from the Government.

MR. JONES: The hon. gentleman
surely knew ihat lie was in the employ
of the Meteorological branch of the
Marine and Fisheries Department?

MR. MITCHELL: I thought ho gave
that up.

MR. JONES: The hon. gentleman
thinks a good many things that du not
happen. The official to whom ho had
alluded had not only arranged
political meetings on behalf of the
member for Cumberland, but had
appeared on a platform and denounced
the Government in whose service he
was. It was a matter of notoriety that
the Government offices in this city
were crammed by the political friends
of hon. gentlemen opposite, and before
he (Mr. Jones) joined the Cabinet lie
had found fault with the Premier that
he did not exercise his authority, and
tell those gentlemen that if they were
to be the servants of the country, they
must be faithful to the Government of
the day, instead of, as in many cases,
as was known, being in the serviceof
hon. gentlemen opposite.. These men
must be placed in a position wherc
neither one nor the other could dictate
to tbem, and where they could be
independent. If they chose to take
these positions, these men must
abandon interference in political
affairs and in the interest of
the country, the public should have
full confidence in them while they
occupied such positions. He begged
to congratulate the bon. member for
Charlevoix on the change in bis views,
and on the view lie now took diametri-
cally opposed to the practice of the
hon. gentleman and his friends during
the time that they had the opportunitY
of exercising it; also because he be-
lieved that the bon. gentleman had
now seen the false position in whic
he placed himself while in power.
The hon. gentleman now felt that
everything was changed ; his own bull

was gored, so to say; and, cons&-
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quently, the hon. gentleman assumed
an air of intense indignation, and,
whether right or wrong, he brought a
certain charge with reference to
employés of the House and Civil ser-
vants of the country. Hie at least
congratulated the bon. gentleman on
arriving at the conclusion which they
had endeavoured to impress upon the
late Goverument while they them-
selves were in Opposition,

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, in the first place, he denied alto-
gether the statement of the hon. gen-
tleman that Mr. Tilley had acted as
was represonted.

MR. JONES: Mr. Tilley admitted it
in this House.

SrR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not believe that Mr. Tilley had
admitted it.

MR. JONES : I say he did.
SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said

he ventured to say that Mr. Tilley had
never sent a communication directing
and commanding, or in any way order-
ing these men to vote.

MR. JONES. Mr. Tilley admitted it
in this House.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONAL[) said
that they would look this matter up.
As to the action of the late Govern-
ment respecting railway employés in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, his
hon. friend from Charlevoix could
speak. This was the old cry-" tu
quoque, the late corrupt Government
did so and so,and all kind of monstrosi-
ties, offended against Constitutional
law and against the Independence of
Parliament, and used the Civil Service
ma.hinery for the purpose of keepingther corrupt and effete Government
still longer in power against
the wishes of the people. But this
was to be all cured and to be donc
away with when this Government took
Office. The Golden Age was to return.
The country was to have purity, and the
Golden Age was to be restored. No
maore were civil servan ts to work at
elections. No more was the inde en-
dOnt elector to be approached by overnment influence or Civil Service
Influen<e. This country was to be
re8ored to the age of Adam and

Eve before she ate the apple. This was
the promise made to the country by
hon. gentlemen opposite, but the Min-
ister of Militia did not deny the state-
ment made by the hon. member for
Charlevoix. He did not attempt to do
so; he said: " It does not rest in
your mouth to bring up this kind of
thing "; and yet the hon. gentleman
wound up by congratulating bis hon.
friend from Charlevoix on bis change
of opinion, and on coming to the prin-
ciples so long advocated by the Liberals
of Canada. Yes; it was a long time
advocated. Ever since he had been in
Parliamient they had beard charges
brought that the corrupt Conservatives
were corrupting the population, and
that the time-ionoured principles
laid down by the Liberal party could
only be carried out by,an<l woiild never
be carried out until, the Liberal party
came into power, and theii a1 this was
to be changed. But, had they made
this change ? The only retort that
the hon. gentleman could make-he
did not deny the charge, he could not
deny it, he could not refute or palli-
ate the charge-was : " You are an-
other." This was the course taken by
the bon. gentleman. And what did he
say? The only fault he found in the
present Government betore he went
into it-and this was not a fault now,
of course, since the hon. gentleman had
gone into it-was that the late Govern-
ment had crammed the Civil Service
with political friends. But, vas this
Government cranming the offices with
political focs ? Every Government
selected for the Civil Service their own
friends, and no one could object to it.
This was done everywhere except
in England, where competitive exam-
inations had carried sway over
both the Governmerrt and Opposition,
and where the idea of patronage was
gore altogether, save in exceptional
cases; but it was always the case in
that country before the era of competi-
tive examination, and it had always
been the practice in Canada. The hon.
gentleman would not say that since
they had come into power, any
appointments they had made had not
been from among their political friends.
No; their political friends and suppor-
ters would not allow them to appoint
political focs; and nobody would
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expect it. There was no doubt about it.
The hon. gentleman said he advised
the Government to remove, and remon-
strated against the Government be-
cause they did not remove, men who
were political agents, and who were
acting politically among the Civil Ser-
vice. Why did the hon. gentleman
not ask Mr. Speaker to remove these
men now, when it was stated, and was
not, and could not be denied, that these
men had been allowed to go and work
at elections. They knew what the
Premier had said more than once, that
a man or party, who did not carry out,
when in the Government, the princi-
ples advocated wheh in Opposition,
was no better than a demagogue. H1e
held the hon. gentleman to bis words.
The hon. gentleman (Mr. Jones), said
that the time-honoured principle of bis
party advocated for years, was that the
Civil servants should not interfere in
elections. Let the hon. gentleman
carry out this principle now. This
charge was not only that these men
voted. He was not in favour of the
principle laid down by the hon. the
3Minister of Militia, that because these
men had the confidence of the Crown,
they should be deprived of their fran-
chise; and hon. members would all re-
memberthat whenMr.Dorionintroduced
the ballot system as a member of the
Government, and Minister of Justice,
he said that one of the reasons for in-
troducing the ballot was to enable all
the Civil servants to vote freely and in-
dependently. This was one argument,
and he would be very sorry to see the
Civil servants deprived of their votes
because the Civil servants should stand
on an equality in this respect with
their fellow subjects. He now con-
tended, and had always contended,
that the Civil servants should not be
political agents. They should have
the right to vote, and the Government
of the day and heads of the Depar-t-
ments should give them fair oppor-
tunity to do so-he would not say, as
non-residents, for that would be senc-
ing them away from their offices ; but
the Governmer. should sternly put
down their foot against the Civil ser-
vonts becoming political agents ; and
it was no answer to bring up vague
charges like tu quoque arguments,
unil they went into this discussion,

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD.

and had name by name and person byperson mentioned. If au opportunity
fbr doing so was presented, he did
not say that the late Government could
defend and justify themselves. IHere
they found a postmaster gone away-
not a mere way-side or percentage
postmaster, but a salaried officer, for
he believed that the postmaster of
Hull was salaried.

Ma. HUNTINGTON: No; if he
was lie would not be postmaster
long.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he would be liable to action, though an
action would not lie. The de-
cision was given that although there
was prohibition to vote, still, owing to
the repeal or amendment of the Post
Office Act, actions had dropped
out and such voting was not pua-
ishable in that direction. This was a
stronger case than even one connected
with Government services. Mr.
Speaker belonged to no party; he
should not be supposed to be so; and
here it was stated that Mr. Speaker
had given leave of absence to his
officers-officers of the House. though
they were now at the end of a busy
Session. Mr. Speaker sat there as a
Judge, and yet he had been granting
leave of absence, and no person who
knew Mr. Speaker's ability and per-
sonal sagacity, and political impartial-
ity could not but be aware that Mr.
Speaker knew perfectly well why
these men applied for leave of ab-
sence.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Order,
Order.

S1. JOHN 4. MACDONALD said
that he was not out of order. Mr.
Speaker would not say that he wa
ont of order. If Mr. Speaker com-
mitted any negligence or error,
then it was their bounden duty to tell
him so; and no man could say that he
was out of order. He was acting with-
in the strict line of his duty; and,
unless this was denied authoritativelY,
they must hold Mr. Speaker respOa-
sible for having, in the middle of the
Session, when every officer for the Con-
venience of the House, should be at
his post, and when the members them-
selves were sitting until 3 o'clock i n the
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morning, allowed these men to go away,
one on the pretext that his fami ly was
ill; and his familv, indeed, was so
ill that this man had to go and make a

political speech on the hustings on
nomination day. A Messenger of the
louse had been permitted to go away;

and this man should ho here to run
messages. This was intolerable. If
the House did not resent it, the coun-
try would; and ho was very glad that
the matter had been brought up by his
hon. friend.

MR. IUNTLNGTON said ho dared
say the hon. gentleman was quite sin-
cere in deprecating the tu quoque argu-
ments; and, as he had occasion
already to remark, the Government
would have very little standing room
if they had no justification for their
course other than to state that the
right hon. member had, himself, done
the same thing. The hon. gentleman
indulged in very free criticism regard-
ing the acts of Mr. Speaker on a state-
ment which, up to this time at all
events, had not been proved; and ho
set the example to his followers, which
they seemed not to be slow in follow.
ing, of making remarks about the
rulings of Mr. Speaker, which he had
never witnessed in this flouse until
the hon. gentleman had led the Oppo-
sition. The hon. gentleman's object
was to reach the country; he did not
seem to have much hope and expecta-
tion from the action of the House, and
in order to reach the country, he had
made a very fervid speech. What
were the facts ? Did the hon. member
from Charlevoix complain that because
these servants of the House were
absent, their duties were not properly
fulfilled.

Several HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.
MR. HUNTINGTON said that the

hon, gentleman and the right hon.
gentleman spoke as if it was a serious
Irime for servants of the House to
engage into a political discussion, not-
withstanding their own course for 20
Years in this country. And supposing
that all that had been said was granted,
where were these employés of the
House? If the hon. gentleman's in-
sinuations were to ho believed, these
'en were fighting the battle of friends
in the Local Government of Quebee,

and yet the right hon. gentleman
expected a condemnation, and claimed
that the impropriety was as great as if
they had interfered in Dominion elec-
tions. The case of the postmaster at
Quebec had been discussed, but this
official was engaged in local elections,
over which the authority bore had no
jurisdiction.

Several HON. MEMBERS : Hear,
hear.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said the hon.
gentleman, the previous evening, when
less excited, had declared that post
masters, whose salary and emoluments
came from commissions, were entitled
to have political views and to express
them.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I say
s0 yet.

Ma. HUNTINGTON said that this
was the case of this postmaster, about
which the hon. member for Charlevoix
had lamented so much. He main-
tained that the position taken, that
the Dominion Government was to
undertake to interfere with regard to
local interests in the Province of Que-
bec, was absurd; and the only con-
plaint that hon. gentlemen opposite
could make would be because the
business of the House was snffer-
ing from such absence. They
had no jurisdiction over these
matters. Hon. gentlemen opposite
talked about these men being
paid by the public, but they were not
paid when away; they were made
Sessional clerks and the country was
safe in this respect. So far as ho
could see the business of the Hflouse
did not suffer.

MR. M4cCALLUM: They will be
paid no doubt.

MR. HUNTINGTON said ho did not
blame the hon. gentleman for express-
ing his opinion, because his knowledge
of these things was derived from past
experience. But he could tell the hon.
gentleman that a new rôle was being
played in this country; and that men
were now only paid for duties they per-
formed. Hon. gentlemen opposite
lamented not the interference of Gov-
ernment officials in the Dominion, but
in local elections over which this Gov-
ernment had no jurisdiction, and with

Government
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which they had nothing to do. The
only ground on which complaint could
be made was that the public service
suffered; and he defied any man in the
HBouse to show that this service suffered
at all. The hon. gentleman drew a
very philosophical distinction between
Civil servants voting and exercising an
influence ; but if they had a right to
vote by law-and this was the case-
it was illogical to urge and persuade
the Gvernment to give then the
right to vote, but to p1event them dis-
seminating their views.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Is
that the new principle ?

Mu. 1UINTINGTON said that this
was flot his principie; he believed that
Civil servants sbould be entirely dis-
sociated from the politics of the coun-
try. He regretted to say that this
was not the right. It was illogical to
say that these persons had the right
to vote, but not to express their views
on political matters; the only conse-
quence of the doctrine which the
right hon. gentlemen preached was,
that the Civil servants of the country
should be relieved, as bis hon. friend
from Halifax stated, from the incubus
which hung over them, and from being
pressed in this connection pei haps by
the responsible and temporary heads
of departments. He had the evening
previous tried to get the bon member
for Charlevoix to say that he
condemned this system, but the hon.
gentleman talked all round this ques-
tion. The ultimate result of this would
be a much worse system; and perhaps
they would yet see here, the evils
which this system had attained in the
United States. Hlow long would the
right hon. gentleman preside over de-
partments there ? He knew that con-
spiracies were going on against him,
under bis very eye, among bis political
adversaries in these Departments; that
information had been furnished bis
opponents, and that it was in the power,
more or less, of the officers around him
to strengthen the hands of bis antagon-
ists. How long would elapse bofore the
hon. gentleman would, under these cir-
cumstances, initiate the system, that to
the victors belong the spoils. He nade
the right hon. gentleman the predie-
tion, that if the state of things which

Ma. IIUNTINGTON.O

existed to-day continued, and if Civil
servants were permitted and en.
couraged to mix with politics, and if
the Tory party returned to power, the
man who led this party in this country
would initiate the doctrine of turnini
out political opponents, and would in'
troduce the American system. The
hon. gentleman shook bis head;
but what had ever stood in the way of
the hon. gentleman and bis friends, in
regard to inflicting their vengeance or
punishment on those wbo oppose them,
and strengthening themselves as they
might. The whole subject lay in this:
the complaint might he well or ill-
founded.

SIR JOHIN A. MACDONALD: Hear,
hear.

MR. HUNTINGITON said that if it
was well founded, the only ques-
tion that arose was, whether the busi-
ness of the House suffered ; and if there
was a secondary question it was this:
" Have you a right to insist that we
shall interfere in the local elections in
the Province of Quebec?" Speaking
for himself, he thought that it was im-
proper for Civil servants to be mixing
up in the politics of the country. He
spoke for himself and not for bis party
in this respect. He presumed that dif-
ferent views might prevail, as was the
case opposite, behind the right lion.
gentleman; but this was the only ques-
tion, and so far as lie knew, there had
been no such inconvenience sufferedas
to warrant bon. gentlemen in making
a complaint.

Ma. TUPPER said the hon.
gentleman could scarcely charge the
right hon. member for Kingston with
being illogical, after the very extra-
ordinary speech he had just made.
The hon. gentleman deprecated in the
strongest terms the possibility of such
a state of things occurring in this
country as that which existed in the
United States, where, on a change of
Government, officials were dismissed
from office on account of their political
proclivities. in enunciating a doctrine
of this kind, the hon. gentleman car-
ried the feelings of both sides of the
House with him, but at the same time
he defended a course of action which
inevitably tended to involve the stato
of thngs referred to. If, ln a poli1"
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cal struggle, members of the Civil
Service were allowed to go out and
take an active, energetic part in such
a si ruggle, a state of things such as
the hon. gentleman said would be a
great misfortune to the country, would
be brought about. He thought the
hon. gentleman was still more illogical
when he said that, because this strug-
gle was a Quebec and not a Dominion
one, office-holders of the Dominion
were free to take part in that struggle.
Oneof the cardinal principles put for-
ward by the leader of the party to
wbich the hon. gentleman belonged,
had been the entire severance of Do-
minion from local politics, and it would
be exceedingly improper for the Do-
minion Government to interfere with
local matters. It would be doubly
culpable to give leave of absence to
Government officials to engage in the
local struggle in the Province of Que-
bec. Another fallacy which the hon.
gentleman had propounded was, that
before there could bo any impropriety
in giving leave of absence to Govern-
ment officials, it must be shown
that they neglected their duties.
Now, the very fact of their absence
showed that their duties were neglected.
If they could be absent from their
office without neglect of duty, they
ought not to be in these offices at alil,
the public service did not require them.
It was a fraud on the interests of the
country that parties should be em-
ployed to hold offices who, even at the
most laborious part of the Session,
could Icave their duties without their
absence being felt. Ie would not
deny office-holders the right of fran-
chise under the ballot, but it was con-
trary to the spirit of the ballot for
office-holders to go to the polls for the
purl)oe Of helping the Government of
the day. When ho went home to his
own county at the last election, and
officers of the Government, who were
Warm supporters of his, asked him
what he expected of them, ho said :
"Attend to the duties of your office."
Hle did not think it right that Govern-
ment officers should go about for the
Pu!Po}e Of supporting him by the ener-
getic exercise of their influence. He
WOUld undertake to say that the state-
lent Made by the bon. member for
Jalifax to the effect that Mr. Tilley,

when Minister of Customs, sent a note
to the officers et the Custom-house at
Halifax, was not -well founded in
fact.

MR. JONES (Halifax): Mr. Tilley
sent a telegram through the head, or-
some other official at Halifax, saying
it was the request of the Government
that the officers should vote for the
gentleman opposing my colleague,
myself, and the members of the Local
Government.

Ma. TUPPER said ho was glad to-
find that ho had obtained a retractive
statement from the hon. gentleman.
The hon. gentleman said before, that
the words " directed and commanded "
were used, and ho (Mr. Tupper) was
glad that the expression had been toned
down to the modest word " roquested."
He believed the hon. gentleman was
right in saying that a message was
sent by Mr. Tilley who, while ho
might express the hope that the offi-
cors of a Department might be pre-
pared to support the Government. cor-
tainly never directed or commarided
them to do so. If bis hon. friend the
member for Charlevoix had, as Minis-
ter of Public Works, commanded the
railway officials to take a certain course
-- ho (Mr. Tupper) never heard of it.
Nor did ho know that railway tickets
had been issued by the Department to
persons for the purpose of getting
them to vote in a certain way. He did
not believe that had ever been don e, and
an investigation would, ho doubted
not, prove this to be the case. Now
ho came to the case of Mr. Allison, and
bore he might state that he did not
place himself in communication with
Mr. Allison. He received a telegram
from that gentleman asking him to-
hold a public meeting at Halifax on as
early a date as posqible. He (Mr. Tup-
per) telegraphed back, saying that if'
Mr. Alli-on could arrange with hon.
gentlemen opposite for a meeting on
any convenient night ho would have
no objection to go. Oni his return to
Halifax, ho (Mr. Tupper) addressed a
note to the hon. Minister of Militia, say-
ing ho would be glad to have a meet-
ing, ana named Mr. Allison as a person
with whom arrangements could be
made. Mr. Allison, he might remark,
was not a servant of the Governiment.
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in the usual sense. Being a gentleman
of high scientific attainments, his ser-
vices were partly obtained by the
Government on the Meteorological
staff at a salary of $400 a year, but
he obtained his livelihood from
a business cf his own to which
lie devoted most of his atten-
tion. On reference to the Public
Accounts it would be found ho was
-correct in stating that this was all
Mr. Allison was paid by the Govern-
ment, with the exception of $300 for
assistance.

MR. JONES (Halifax) : Take the
next item.

MR. TUPPER: "F. Allison, $200;
assistant, $100.,,

Ma. JONES: That is $1,000 alto-
gether.

Ma. TUPPER said the $200 was for
telegraph stations. He did not think
the case put forward by bon. gentle-
men opposite was quite made out.
He thought the ballot - whatever
înight be said about it-had this merit,
that it enable Civil Service employés to
.exercise the franchise. He did not
think, therefore, that it would be right
to prevent Civil servants from exercis-
ing that privilege.

Ma. BLAKE said it was amnusing to
4ontrast the tone of the debate on
this subject as it had now been pre-
sented by hon. gentlemen opposite,
with the debate which took place
.during the first Session of the present
Parliament on the motion for papers
in reference to the alleged removal of
floctor Strange for having actively in-
terfered in the election of the hon.
,nember for Kingston. On that occa-
.sion the hon. member for Kingston
.brought forward the doctrine that
public officers had a right to interfere
in election contests. lHe insisted that
Dr. Strange had, by reason of his con-
-duct, done nothing to disentitle him
from continuing in his position. The
Ïhon. member for Kingston affirmed on
that occas'on that it was the right of
public officers to interfere actively in
election contests. If he rememberod
well, the right hon. memnber had stated
that they might interfore one way,
but not the other way. And the right
1hon. member was rather driven to that

Ma. TUPPER.

position because there had been
cited to him a case or two of his
own. in which some postmasters
had been removed for having actively
interfered in an election contest
against a Postmaster-General of his.
He (Mr. Blake) had been obliged, on
that occasion, to state his dissent from
the hon. gentleman's proposal. Hle
hadstated thon, what he believed now,
that he differed in toto from the right
hon. member for Kingston, and that
ho did not think it followed that, be-
cause Civil servants were allowed,
under law, to vote, they should be
allowed to take an active part in an
election; that if a public officer had
any influence and was allowed to in-
terfere, ho would be expected and
obliged to interfere. He had then
quoted the despatch of the Duke of
Newcastle in Mr. Hamilton's case. The
whole of that discussion was in answer
to the speech of the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston who thon held views
diametrically opposed to those stated
to-day. He maintained that those
views which ho (Mr. Blake) had then
expressed, and which were, to a con-
siderable extent, -those which the right
hon. member for Kingston now held.
after four years experience,were sound
views. Previous to this, before the
ballot was introduced, and when the
Liberal party was in Opposition, he
(Mr. Blake) had the honour of pro-
posing a motion in amendment to the
Election Law, disfranchising Civil ser-
vants from voting. He believed that
that class of our fellow-countrymen
could be safely entrusted with due re-
gard to the efficiency of the publie
service, with the franchise under the
ballot system ; but the ballot had not
thon been introduced, and, under the
rule of hon. gentleman opposite,
there was no expectation of getting
it.

Ma. TUPPER: We carried it.

Ma. BLAKE : No.
Ma. T UPPER: The question

came up on the Election Law,
introduced by the right hon.
member for Kingston, who stated
that the ballot was an open question
and the majority of the liouse, includ-
ing a large number of members of the
Government, voted in its favour; and
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·the Election Bill was withdrawn in
order to bring in the ballot.

MR. BLAKE said he was speaking
of the time before the election of 1872.
The bon. gentleman and his colleagues
were taught many lessons by the elec-
tions of 1872. Before them, they had
refused election trial by judges; after
them, they brought in a Bill to grant
trials of elections by judges. Before
1872, they refused the ballot, they
unanimously voted against it. Every
member of the Government voted
against it.

Ma. TUPPER: The hon. leader of
the present Government announced
that he was opposed to the ballot, and
is opposed to it now, and announced
that within the last year.

MR. BLAKE said he did not know
what that had to do with the discus-
sion. He had been pointing out the
attitude of the late Government. After
the election of 1872, the late niember
for Charlevoix (Mr. Tremblay) pro-
posed a Ballot Law. Upon that occasion
a vote was taken, and the Government
howed to the decision of the House,
and withdrew their Election Bill, but
that decision was one to which the
leader of the Government and the bulk
of its members were adverse. He had
been referring to the attitude of the
late Opposition with reference to the
disfranchisement of the public service.
Ie had entertained the hope that the
protection of the ballot would have
been sufficient to permit the public
service of this country to retain the
franchise, as under the existing
system. lIe had changed that opinion,
'and bis opinion now was that as
long as the systemi of appointments
by patronage existed, in order
to produce a fair degree of efficiency
and zeal on the part of the subordinate
servants of the Government, who had
been appointed, perhaps by the oppo-
nents Of the party in power, who
entertained strong aspirations for the
return to power of these opponents,
and who were animated with the
bitterness, wbich unfortunately, per.
vaded party contests in this country,
they Iust be disassociated altogether
from- party pnes. Untold difficul-ties had beset tbe Government now in
Power from the strong, active partizan

feeling of the servants who were
nominally under its power, ont of
whom, in all cases, it had not the
benefit of their full service. To retain
the systemi of allowing therm to vote,
with some undefined limit as to how far
they might interefere and canvass,
and use their influence, would not lead
to such an active degree of efficiency
as ought to prevail; hon. members
would, when this intereference bene-
fitted their party, declare that publie
servants should be allowed to actively
interefere and not be dismissed on
that account, and when the interfer-
ence was in favour of their opponents,
arrive at an opposite conclusion. If
an attempt were made to lay down by
resolution, that permanent Civil ser-
servants should not actively interfere
in political contests, the difficulty
would arise of defining where the
line should be drawn. What extent
of interferenee should be permitted ?
So long as nomination by patronage
continued, resulting generally, in the
appointment of warni friends of the
party in power, it must be agreed in
the course of time that public officers
must disassociate themselves alto-
gether from the field of politics.
He read a despatch from the Duke of
Newcastle, with reference to the case
of a Civil servants's interference in
politics, and said that the weakness of
the Duke's position was that it was
open to the suggestion that a man
might interfere actively on one side
and not on the other. It was utterly
unreasonable and inconsistentwith any
true freedoro of action that a man
might be permitted to interfere on be-
half of the Government of the day and
not against it. Everything pointed to
the position that a public servant
should be neutral-that he should have
nothing to do with polities, that he
should not consider himself the servant
or the majority or the minority, but
the servaint of the whole people; that
he should have such relations to the
members of this Ilouse that the most
active partisan on either side might
have free, f ank, and friendly com-
munication with him on public matters,
and have the right to expect perfectly
fair play. His slight experience on
both sides of the House led hi m to the
conclusion that the public service of
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th is country would never want able and
efficient men, even if they passed a
resolution that they should not inter-
fere in politics, and if that were done
he believed we should have a botter
public service than we had now. Not-
withstanding the lateness of the Ses-
sion, he hoped some fruit would result
from this discussion. While the pres.
ent law was on the Statute-book giving
the members of the Civil Service the
franchise, they could not prevent them
from exercising it, and ho should not
object to any one or every one of thein
receording their votes. But there was
.a concurrence of opinion among both
parties that their right ought to be
simply the right of voting, and that
any public servant who went farther
than that went beyond the line of his
duty, and deserve censure, if not dis-
missal. He said dismissal. Now he
had one word to say with reference to
Mr. Speaker. He congratulated him
on the degree of fairness which had
been observed in the attack made upon
him, It was true it was made at a
time when he could not answer it, but
h had yesterday in Committee been
enabled to disprove the accusation be-
fore it was repeated. It was unfortu-
nate for him, after those two leaves of
absence had been explained by him,
after he had said that Mr. Bienvenu
had applied for leave to attend to pri-
vate business, and Mr. Pitan on account
of illness in his family-it was un-
fortunate, it was to beregretted, it was
to be deplored, that the leader of the
Opposition had denied Mr. Speaker's
statenents, had iniputed motives to
him, knowing that 1 he statement ofthe
hon. member for Charlevoix involved
a very grave charge against him. He
understood the hon. member for Char-
levoix bad accepted the explanation of
-Mr. Speaker yesterday. He was sorry
the statement should have been re-
newed, and renewed in the fervid, not
to say violent, terms which had been
used by the leader of the Opposition.
le doubted not that the country would

appreciate the circunstances ju>tly.
Mi. WHITE (Eat Hastings) said

there were in this House about forty
sessional clerks employed, fifteen or
twenty of whom were employed in the
public works, the remainder were em-
ployed in sending communications

MIi. BLAKE.

favourable to the Government to those
Government newspapers which could
not afford to keep correspondents at
Ottawa. Why did not the hon. mem.
ber for South Bruce stop this abuse.
The hon. gentleman knew well that
if he and the hon. member for Chateau-
guay (Mr. Holton) were to use their,
influence, the hon. the Minister of
Public Works would not dare accord to
these men the position they now oe-
cupied. So long as this Government,
or any other Government, used public
servants to work in their behalf, so
long the Opposition had an equal right ;
but, in any case, this country could
not afford to pay Civil servants and
allow them to use their time in taking
part in elections. He admired the de-
termination and honesty of the gentle-
man; and were he leader of this Gov-
ernment,he (Mr.White) would consider
himself bound to support him. The hon.
the First Minister knew those officers
had left their offices and had gone can-
vassing, and, if the Government were
sincere, they would dismiss those
officers from the public service. He
charged the Government with having
sessional clerks in their employment
who never filled one sheet of foolscap
for public service, but simply wrote
letters to newspapers in opposition to
members in this House. And y et the
hon.gentleman supported <t Governmenlt
that employed men to'villify publie
men in this country who were known
to be of the most upright charact or.
The public mind was poisoned by
these sessional Sneaks. So long as mon
of ths character were employed,
se long would they have bitterness,
hatred, malice and envy in this louse.
The head of the Government had found
faull, when he was in Opposition, with
the enployment of too many Civil
servants; but, as a matter of fact, mOr'e
Civil servants were employed under
the present Government than under
their predecessors, and there were
more idlers now than then. The Minis-
ter of Finance knew it well. -I"'
(Mr. White) wished he would corme to
East Hastings, and explain this mat-
ter. When he was there belore, he
vromised the people a duty on grain.
He promised to do this and that.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: Docs the hon,
gentleman mean to say I ever promised
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to put a duty on grain ? Because, if
he does, I muit give him the most un-
qualified contradiction.

MR. WHITE: When the hon. gen-
tleman was in Belleville, he was a visi-
tor in a certain house; and in Thurlow,
Mr. Wallbridge stated publicly that, at
tea the previous night, the hon. gentle-
man had said that, as soon as the Gov-
ernment got established, they would
put a duty on grain.

MR. CARTWRIG-HT: My hon,
friend ought not to quote such a state-
ment four or five years after, and at
second-hand, a statement which was
made utterly and entirely without the
slightest particle of authority, if ever
such a statement was made.

Ma. WIIITE said lie was glad the
hon. gentleman said se. The people
of East Hastings would judge whether
he was to be considered worthy of be-
lief. He alleged that the Government
were paying clerks to send news to
Reform papers, intended to damage
their opponents. The money voted
for this purpose had better be expend-
ed on public works; and it would be
better for these young men, to whom
he had referred, to have an axe in their
hands than to do this with which they

vere charged.

MR. LANGEVIN said the Minister
of Militia lad stated that, while he
was Minister of Public Works, he (Mr.
Langevin) had directed that the offi-
cers under him in the Maritime Pro-
vinces should be compalled to vote for
the Government candidate.

Ma. JONES (Halifax): That you
direeted therm to vote.

Ma. LANGEVIN said the hon. gen-
tleman was misinformed. He had
never directed that any officer should
be directed to vote.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Did you request
them to vote ?

Ma. LANGEVIN said it had always
been against his policy, and that of the
Government to which ho belonged.
Even here in Ottawa, when an election
vas taking place, he would not tell the
Civil servants to vote one way or the
other, or that he wished them to vote.
But if an officer came and asked his
leave during office hours, to go and

vote, he had told him to arrange it
with his comrades. Ho never knew
from the beginning I.ow any of the
men were going to vote. It vas stated
that the railways were used for the
free conveyance of voters for the Gov-
ernment candidate. le could say if
the voters did not pay their fares, it
was not with his cognisance, conniv-
ance, or by his orders. Ie was very
much pleased to hear the hon. mem-
ber for South Bruce use the words ho
did, for lie expressed the opinion that
the Civil officers should not be per-
mitted to take part in elections, except
so far as recording their votes. There
were many more things in which ho
and the hon. member for South Bruce
agreed; in fact, their minds seemed to
be a great deal in accord. The fact
that the officers to whom he had allud-
ed were not in their offices, proved
that, either the public service suffered
by the absence of the officers, or they
were not required.' There were seven
of them belonging to this House
already away. They were paid while
they were away, and the House had to
face the question, whether they were
wanted or not. It was a fact that one
of them would speak in Pontiac at a
church door to-morrow, and would not
be back before the end of the election.
They were paid by the Governrent,
and it was only right they should be
in attendance upon the House, and not
engaged in electioneering. le had
thought it his duty to bring the matter
up, and his justification was the Gov-
ernment allowing officers to go elec-
tioneering. These public servants,
should not be deprived of their
votes, but they should not mix up
in polities or canvass; they should
attend to their business, and simply
vote. Last sum mer, when the election
took place in the County of Drum-
mond and Arthabaska were in pro-
gress, this same Mr. Pitan, who was
now canvassing in that county, was
on the hustings alongside of Mr. Bour-
beau and the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue; and he had met this
man at church doors canvassing and
speaking in favour of the Government
candidate.

Ma. LAURIER: Mr. Piteau is
simply a sessional clerk, and not a per-
manent officer of the House.
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Mu. LANGEVIN said that this
practice was very unfair, and should
not be allowed. As the hon. member
for South Bruce had stated, these men
were the officers, not of one party, but
of the whole of the people of Canada;
and, therefore, they should not be
allowed to leave their duty and canvass.

MR. MACKENZIE said that the
Government had not allowed this to be
done. He had never heard it whisper-
ed till last night that any person in the
service of the Government was going
on any electioneering mission. Hie
was not aware of it at this moment,
except from what the hon. gentleman
said. He did not approve of it, and he
would not permit the thing to be done.
This was the ground he took. But, did
he understand the hon. member for
Charlevoix to say that he never inti-
mated to employés of the Public Works
Department how they were to vote ?

MR. LANGEVIJZ: I do net remem-
ber having ever said so.

MR. MACKENZIE Does the
hon. gentleman mean to say that he
never made any arrangement such as
the Speaker was charged with making,
allowing one person to go away and
putting another in his place ?

MR. LANGEVIN: I do not remem-
ber it.

MR. MACKENZIE: You have no
remembrance of that ?

Ma. LANGEVIN: No; none.

MR. MACKENZIE: Well; on the
13th of August, 1&32, he found the
following telegram, sent from Hector
L. Langevin, dated at Ottawa, to Mr.
Prefontaine, the Superintendent of the
Chambly Canal:

" I learn that several of the employés of
the Government on the Chambly Canal are
working against the Ministerial candidate.
The Government does not force any one to
vote, but it expects that its employés will
not act against the Ministerial candidate."

MR. LANGEVIN: That is right.
MR. MACKENZIE said that there

must have been an answer to this, be-
cause on the same day another tele-
gram was sent to the same party as
follows:-

Ma. LAURIER.

" A. Lacoste will give you the names of
the men who wish leave of absence to-mor-
row, and you will replace them, if necessary,by good men. I want that leave.

(Signed)
HECTOR LANGEVIN.

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. MACKENZIE said that the bon.
gentleman was most industrious in
taking care that all the workmen on
the canals should be apprised that Le
could not approve of their working
against theMinisterial candidate. Oh,
certainly not. They would have the
liberty to vote, but they were not to
open their mouths and express an
opinion; but if they wished leave to go
and vote for the Ministerial candidate
they were to get it, and men were to
be put in their place; but it was a
shocking thing for the Speaker to allow
a man to go down to an election and
another person to f ake his place; and
Mr. Speaker must be abused by a pro-
minent gentleman opposite, at the time
when Mr. Speaker had no power to say
a word in reply, because he was charg-
ed with doing the same thing which
the hon. member for Charlevoix had
defended vigorously in this same official
style. The hon.gentleman desired, no
doubt, that all the employés in the
public works should vote for the Minis-
terial candidate ; and when the super-
intendents of canals were informed
that while they might they would not
be forced to vote; but that they did
expected that they would not work
against the Ministerial candidate,
it was a pretty plain intimation of what
was to follow, if they did work
against the Ministerial candidate.
Anything more suggestive of a threat
could not well be put in writing; and Le
had, no doubt, the hon. gentleman sent
similar messages to the Intercoloni-
cal Railway to intimate what he desired
should be done there also. Ho did not
think that the time of the Hlouse
bhould have been taken up in discUss-
ing this matter at such length. le had
no fault to find with the lion. gentle-
man for calling the attention of the
House to the fact he said ho had ascer-
tained; but he (Mr. Mackenzie) did
say that hon. gentlemen opposite could
not complain if the tu quoque argument
was used against them. They had no
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right to complain. He had showed
last night, and the hon. leader of the
Opposition had admitted, that this
hon. gentleman had a prominent official
with him on a regular electioneering
tour appearing on the platform. The
hon. gentleman then said that this
official was on Penitentiary business,
though 150 miles from the nearest
penitentiary. He had always taken
the ground that minor officials should
not be precluded from either voting or
canvassing; those who held nominal
positions should have this liberty. He
had put his views on record in the
House, and he had no desire to change
these views now.

MR. BOWELL: These are not the
views of your colleagues.

MR. MACKENZIE: Yes; they are.
MR. BOWELL: Not of your past

ones.
MR. MACKENZIE said that these

were the views of his colleagues as
well. The view that the Government
took was, that the Civil servants should
not engage in active electioneering.-
He happened to know some prominent
officials who, during the last election
in this city, were very active election-
eering agents. He did not choose to
interfere at the time, but he did state
in his place in the House, at the close
of last Session, that anything like what
they had to suffer in consequence of
this prevalence of political feelings in
the Departments, would not be over-
looked if it was continued. It was
quite enough that they should have
the right to vote under the law; but it
was altogether intolerable that Civil
servants should actively engage as
electioneering agents; and, so far as
bh, Government was concerned, it en-
tirely discountenanced the practice.

MR. BOWELL said there were one
Or two points connected with this dis-
cussion to which he thought that the
attention of the House should be more
particularly called, and which Mr.
Speaker and the officers of the House
who had charge of the appointment
of sessional clerks should bear in mind
and not forget. They had the impor-
tant statement made by the hon.
inember for East Hastings, that he was
aware-he presumed that the hon.

gentleman must have known it, or else
he would not have made the statemen t
-that sessional clerks on the staff had
not done any work at all for the House
or Government since their appoint-
ment, but had been occupied, since
they were placed on the staff, as corres-
pondents of Ministerial newspapers, to
abuse the members of the Opposition.
Whether this was the case or not be
did not know, but he thought that, it
having been stated in the House, it
was the duty of those who made these
appointments to ascertain whether
sLch was the fact. When he looked at
the return laid before the House two
days ago, he found that there were
forty-one sessional clerks. He could
easily understand that some of these
gentlemen, in order to find some em-
ployment, probably, occupied their
time in such an occupation as that to
which the hon. member for East
Hastings had referred. When the hou.
m'ember for Monck interjected an ex-
pression in the remarks of the hon. the
Postmaster-General, to the effect that
the probabilities were that these gen-
tlemen having received leave of absence
would receive their pay during their
absence, the reply made was that the
hon. gentleman was judging, in all
probability, from bis own experience,
intimating that the hon. gentleman
(Mr. McCallum) must have some know-
ledge of this kind of procedure during
the existence of the late Government.
If a sessional clerk was appointed, and
his pay began fourteen days in one,
and eleven days in another case, before
the date of the appointment, he thought
they bad a right to conclude that if
given leave of absence, their pay would
still go on. In this return it was
stated that James McKinley, who re-
ceived $5 or $4-both figures were
given-per day, was appointed on the
18th of February, last and, under the
heading as to date when pay com-
menced, he found the 7th 1 ebruary;
this gentleman was, therefore, paid for
eleven days before he was placed on
the staff at all. Another gentleman,
W. E. Soare, received $4 a day, and
his employment began on the
5th March, and bis pay on the
19th February. Why was this ?
He did not know in how many
other cases this practice had been fol-
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lowed, either now or in the past. Why
should sessional clerks, who had little
or nothing to do, be put on the pay-
list, 14 days in one case and 11 days in
-another, before they were engaged at
all. H1e thought that the hon. mem-
ber for Monck was quite right, and
that they had a right to presume the
pay would continue during leave of
absence, more particularly when they
knew that any Government or private
-employé, when given a holiday for a
fortnight or three weeks, received
their salaries during this period. This
was the practice with employers, and
if they did so in dealing with their
own money, it was not at all likely
that the Government, or those who
managed its funds, would be se very
punctilious as to deduct a few days'
Pay when these persons were away-
particularly when the latter, perhaps,
were doing the bidding of their em-
ployers, and if not their bidding,
were at loast working in their interest.
The very objection which he under-
stood was taken by the hon. member
for Charlevoix, although the debate
had widened in its character, was, to
permission being given to servants of
the House to leave their employment,
if indeed they had anything to do-
and, if not, they had no right to re-
ceive pay and should be dismissed -
and work in the interest of local can-
didates who were in the interest of
the Dominion Government. This he
took to be the hon. gentleman's prin-
cipal objection. The question was
widened into whother officials should
vote at all or not, and whether Domin-
ion officials should interfere with
local elections. He was not prepared to
go so far as some of the gentlemen who
had spoken with reference to this
matter. He believed in giving the
widest possible limit to the subject for
the use of his franchise ; but hon. gen-
tlemen opposite, while in Opposition,
had condemned in the most earnest
and vigorous manner the interference,
either directly or indirectly, of Civil
servants with elections; and, then,
the moment they got on the
Treasury benches, sent them
out by seven or eight to in-
interfere in local elections while under
the pay of this House or the Govern-
ment. The latter were not justified nor

Ma. BOWELL.

could they be justified by saying:
" You did the same thing when you
were in power." The Government
had to be congratulated, and, if not
the Government, certainly the Blouse,
for the condemnation they received,
and which the officials of the louse
had received, from the hon. member
for South Bruce. This was not only an
indirect, but a direct condemnation of
all that he done, by those who had
anything whatever to do with this
matter; but ho must confess that it
was a little amusing-it must be so to
those who had watched events in the
past-to hear the gentlemen on the
Treasury benches condemn in such
strong and vigorous language, such a
telegram as was said to have been sent
by the hon member for Charlevoix,
when Minister of Public Works, when
he said to the Premier that if this was
not his opinion it certainly was that of
his colleagues. The right hon. gentle-
men said that they hold similar views;
and, perhaps, the hon. gentleman
would be surprised if ho could read
him a telegram of an almost similar
charactei, which had been sent by one
of his late colleagues to a country
postmaster, whose income scarcely
reached $100 per annum, intimating
that this official could not interfere in
matters of this kind ; and yet, the
hon. gentlemen told them that his
opinion was in favour of freedom of
action on the part of the people, so far
as votes were concerned. This tele-
gram was sent by the late Postmaster-
General from Alexandria, to the post-
master of Carillon, and it ran as
follows:-

" You are reported to me as taking a very
active part against the Government candi-
dates for Argenteuil County. I will only add
I think you are making a mistake. Gov-
ernment officials should not oppose Govern-
ment candidates."

(Signed) D. A. MACDONALD.

Ma. MITCHELL : This is the party
of purity.

Ma. BOWELL said that the hon.
gentleman:would.do well,and he thought
that ho and his party would do well,
to try and carry out in Governnent
-and not become demagogues as des-
ignated by the hon the Premier hin-
self, for not carrying out in power-

Oßciials in Elections.(COMMON8.]



[APRIL 27, 1878.] Officials in Elections. 2241

ail they advocated when out of power.
Ever since this Government was in

power there had not been an oppor-
tunity allowed to pass, whether direct
or indirect, that the Ministers had net
themselves assisted in interfering with
local elections. He might occupy the
Hlouse for a full hour reading extracts
from letters, telegrams and speeches, to
show that hon. gentlemen opposite had,
since they got into office, violated the
very principle which they now laid
down. No sooner were the elections
announced than translators and post-
masters were sent broadcast over the
country to aid and assist them. le had,
ofe ourse, no right to advert to a past
debate, but he would say it had been laid
down as a principle of this flouse that
where a postmaster's salary, paid by
commission, was equal to afixed salary,
he should not be permitted to interfere
with the elections. But the Postmaster-
General found it convenient to alter
matters, under the excuse that the
postmaster for Hull had a right to go
into the country and electioneer, be-
cause, as he was paid by commission
and not by salary, he had a right to
electioneer. Yet this postmaster's in-
corne was as large as many of those in
the larger towns of the Dominion.
The reference made by the hon. mem-
ber for South Bruce to the debate of
1874, regarding the dismissal of Dr.
Strange, was not pertinent to this dis-
cussion. The defence set up on that
occasion was that Dr. Strange was not
an employé of the Governmont. But
he held that Dr. Strange, as surgeon of
a battery, held a military commission,
and should, therefore, be entitled to aIl
the privileges of a member of the com-
munity. He pointed out, also, that
gentlemen holding commissions in the
arMy held seats in the Imperial Par-
liament, though perhaps opposed to the
G(overnment of the day. But because
Dr. Strange, who was assistant surgeon
of the "A" Battery, exercised his rights
a a freeman and electioneered on be-
half of the hon. member for Kingstou,
he was dismissed. He did not mean to
deny the right of the Government to
caneel any officer's commission, but
When they overrode a principle
reognized in England, they
stretched their authority too far. It
was not right, however, that sessional

141

or other clerks should be employed
to do political work which other men
would perbaps hesitate to da. He knew
for a fact, two or three years ago, a
gentleman who occupied a position in
the gallery, where he was constantly
reporting for the Maritime newspapers,
was paid $4 a day, though he nover
wrote ten words for the Parliament.
He thought those who were responsi-
ble for the internal economy of the
H1ouse should take this into considera-
tion in order that such practices might
not be continued. He thought it would
puzzle any one to understand what
forty-one sessional clerks got to do dur-
ing the three months the House was
sitting. Last year there were only
thirty-ono. He would suggest as a
little recreation for the Minister of
War, who was an old volunteer officer,
to muster these mon every morning at
a certain hour and gi je them some
drill. It would be some exercise for
him, and it would do these clerks an
immense amount of good.

Mit. ROSS (Prince Edward) said ho
wished to remind the late Minister of
Marine and Fisheries what was done
by his Department during the election
of 1872. A deputy was sent to the
county of Prince Edward for the pur-
pose of influencing the electors there,
and that gentleman admitted that ho
was sent there by two Ministers of the
Crown. He (Mr. Ross) challenged the
right hon. member for Kingston and
the late Postmaster-General to say that
they did not give these instructions. It
came to his knowledge that there was
a " Smith from below " who went about
canvassing, and he found that was the
Deputy Minister.

M-a. MITCHELL said this was the
second or third time the same charge
had been brought against the Depart-
ment which he formerly managed.
Now ho challenged any one o say that
up to the time he quitted the Depart-
ment any officer of his had, with his
knowledge, gone about canvassing.
He never gave any authority to
"Smith from below " to canvass.
Mr. Whitcher was the gentleman in
charge of the Department, and "Smith
from below" had nothing to do with
it. With regard to Civil servants
enjoying the right to vote, ho might-
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say this, they were as much entitled
to do so as any other men who paid
taxes. He would therefore oppose any
asggestion to disfranchise them. The
hon. member for South Bruce had
stated that the Government had ex-
perienced great difficulties in dealing
with the civil servants, that, in a great
many instances, they were hostile to
the present Administration, and that
the (Government found people serving
them whose confidence they did not
possess, and whose sympathies they
did not control. This was a very seri-
ous charge to bring against that body,
but it was fnot the firat time such slurs
had been cast against it by hon. gen-
tlemen opposite. When local or gen-
-eral elections were on the tapis, they
threw out these insinuations to in-
fluence the Civil servants to let them
kiiw that, if they did not vote for the
Administration, they would get their
deserts in a way they might not
expect. He (Mr. Mitchell) would
exclude no man, whether a public
officer or not, who contributed to the
institutions of the eouatry from the
right to vote. lie would exempt no man
from taxation, and every man who con-
tri uted to the public treasary should
have a right to exercise his franchise.
lie.woul further lay down the prin-
ciple that while public officers should
h4ave a right tW vote, their influence ou
the elections of the country should
terminate there. 14e woqid not coun-
tenance their going to church doors to
.address meetings, and use the influence
.of their ofice for the purpose of con-
troWling other people.

Mi. McCALLUM said it was the
policy of hon. gentlemen opposite,
when in Opposition to oppoee any in-
terference on the part of the Crown or
the Goyernment with the officials or
.electors, but when they got into power
they forgot their professions and
adopted a different policy. He remem-
bered the midnight appointment at
the American Hotel, in Toronto, by a
Minister of the Crown of the Province
of Ontario, then a colleag e of the
hon. member for South Bruce, and of
the now Piemier of the Dominion,
when he was supplied with funde by
the business partner of a certain indi-
vidual, a relative of the same gentle-

MR. MITCHELL.

man, to influence the electors of Pro.
ton. As far as the Civil Service was
concerned, he (Mr. McCallum) did not
want to deprive the officials of their
right to vote according to their princi.
ples, one of the objects of the ballot
being to destroy the undue influence of
the Government. Another policy of
this Government, when in Opposition,
was, that the Local Governments
should be independent of the Federai
Government. How was that policy
carried out? How did this egg which
had been laid in Ottawa, and was being
hatched in Quebec, agree with that
policy ? Perhaps that egg would not
hatch as had been expected. They
knew that the present Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario, when Postmaster
General of this Dominion, sent a tele-
gram to Mr. Mowat, Premier of
Ontario, saying: " The river counties
will go for you. We are doing ail we
can for you at Ottawa." They had
the avowal of the Postmaster General,
saying it was right that the servants
of this House should go ont through
the country to use their influence on
the electors, and he admired the Post,
master General for his candour, but the
hon. Premier did not agree with him
on this point. These hon. gentlemen
professea certain principles in opposi-
tion, but when they got into power
they scattered them to the four winds
of heaven. This he could prove by
many other instances, but he would
not farther occupy the time of the
House.

Mn. CURRIER said he had the feli-
city of ranning two or three elections
since this Government came into
power. During the last gpneral elec-
tions he found several members of the
Civil Service taking an active part
against him. On the other hand, during
the time of the late Government, he
had never been actively supported
by any of the Civil Service emnployés,
never ad any of them canvassing for
him nor on any of his coniittees.
He had in 1857, applied to the Goveril-
ment to se what they could dû for
him, and had reeeived ap answer that
the Government could not interfère;
that it would never do for the head of
a Department to interfere in this
matter.
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Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. member for South Bruce had
charged him with having disbelieved
Mr.Speaker's statement of last night
with reference to the leave of absence
granted to sessional employés. He i*as
not liable to that charge. The names
mentioned were Bienvenue, Pitan
and Voyer. The Speaker explained that
Mr. Bienvenu obtained leàve to ga
away on private business, and to visit
his brother; Mr. Pitan, on aceount of
illness in his family, and that Mr.Voyer
had resigned. The hon. member for
Charlevoix did not limit his statement
to tkose three, but gave the names of
four others, and stated also that Pitan
had deceived the Speaker, because in-
stead of attending to his sick relations,
lie had made speeches at Drummond
and Arthabaska. When seven employés
had gone down to the Province of Que
bec, when elections were going on, it
was difficult to suppose that the
Speakers did not suspect their motives.

Ma. BLAKE said ho had given the
right bon. gentleman a character for
fair play, which now he was compelled
to retract.

MR. MILLS said the argument used
invariably by the hon. the First Minis-
ter was that, upon previous occasions,
the former Government had ado pted, a
similar course. But this Admin-
istration should be responsible for its
own acts and take precedents from no
other Administration, unless the pre-
cedents were right. It had transpired
that several clerks of the Louse, at a
time when elections were going on in
the Province of Quebec, had obtained
leave of absence, and had gone to that
Province for a different purpose
from that for which they had
obtained leave of absence. No em-
ployé of this House had a right, ex-
cept for very grave reasons, to leave
while bis services were required. If
any had obtained leave under mis-
representation, they should be dismiss-
ed the service.

It being six o'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.

1411

After Recess.

MR. MA'MILLAN said he felt that
every person in this country,who com-
plied with the law, should have the
right to vote. He objétted, however,
to Civil Servants having greater rights
thon other individtials in that matter.
W ithin the last few months an appeal
had been made by the Civil Servants
against the imposition of an irrcome
tax upon them, and so far they ap-
peared to have succeeded. If so, he
thought they were clearly ont of the
pale of the franchise, and were not en-
titled to exercise it in their own right.
If, however, anyone of them saw fit,
within the required time, to pay a
sufficient amount of income tax, to
entitle him to exorcise his franchise, he
thought he had a perfect right to do
it. The Postmaster General said he
was prepared to disfranchise the Civil
Servants absolutely. If he (Mr. Mae-
millan) felt that so strongly and
had such support, he would
bring in a measure te that effect. It
was net desirable that the ofcers of
the Civil Service should be placed in a
position in which they could be control-
ed by the Government. But he desired

to extend the franchise as far as pos-
sible to all n ho had interests at stake in
the country. He did not for a mom-
ent suppose that any member of the
Goverument was cogni6ant of the fact
of the gentlemen to whom reference
had been made, having left their duties
in this Hiouseand gone to the Province
of Quebec to exercise their influence
on the voters, though they all remem-
bered when a whole body of men
from the Central Prison were driven
down to the polls to vote against the
member for West Toronto. No doubt
the Premier would say he know noth-
ing of that. Possibly he did not ; but
when he did not deny it, the inference
might be drawn he had somethiug to
do with it.

Mi. MACKXZIE : What have I
to do with the Central Prison ? I
have no more to do with it thai the
hon. member for East Middlesex.

ME. MACMILLAN said it was not
desirable that the Dominion and Loeal
Governmentsshould interfere with oe
another. He did not think the pre-
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sent Ministry should endeavour to
justify a wiong on the grountd that
their predecessors had done wrong.

MR. McCARTHY said it appeared
that out of 41 officers or servants of
this House, 7, or 6 at all events, bad,
within the last week or so, obtained
leave of absence, and one had resigned.
About the last, nothing could be said,
as he was no longer receiving the pay
of the public, but the other 6, he un-
derstood, were still drawing pay from
this House. Though they were the
servants of this House, they were now
activelv engaged in a political con-
test. Hle understood that the First
Minister and two of his colleages were
associated with the Speaker in the Com-
mission on the Internal Economy of
the House, and the House had a right
to hold the Government responsible
for the leave of absence which had
been gieen at this time. He hoped
these officers would be punished by
dismissal. In regard to the question
of Civil servants generally, he was not
prepared to say what his view on that
would be. It was an exceedingly dif-
ficult problem. It was difficult to say
that all the members of the Civil ser-
vants ought to be disfranchised, and
yet if they were permitted to vote, it
was difficult to draw the line, and to
say where there influence was to stop.
He thought the next Parliament should
place the Dominion franchise on an
equal basis. He regretted that the
hon. member for South Bruce, while
condemning this proposition, bad
not done so in more direct terms.
When the hon. gentleman was on the
Treasury Benches, he agreed with,
endorsed and adopted the conduct of
his colleagues, but, when out of office,
he constantly stood on higher prin-
ciples, and proclaimed himself superior
in his political principles to his former
colleagues, and the party with which
he still acted. This matter was so
grave in the opinion of the hon. gen-
tlemen opposite, that when in Opposi-
tion frequent motions were made in
the House about it, and when in power
they dismissed Dr. Strange, of King-
ston, who had a perfect right to do
what he did, there was no law forbid-
ding him to exercise his franchise, and
promote his political opinions; but bc-

MR. MACMLLAN.

cause this gentleman endorsed and
supported the candidate of his choice,
lie was dismissed in a summary muan-
ner, and this dismissal was adopted and
endorsed, he understood, on the floor
of this House. This .was the way in
which hon. gentlemen opposite said
they would punish any interference in
this relation. But now what were they
to do ? The great majority of the
Civil Servants were in accord with the
Opposition, as regard their political
opinions, and yet did they.find these
officials interfering on the part of the
Opposition in this election ? He sup-
posed that nine-tenths of the Civil Ser-
vants were Conservatives, but they
did not interfere in this election,
though the remaining tenth was allow-
ed and permitted to do so openly, and
to transgress, in the most flagrant
manner, the doctrine which had been
laid down by hon. gentleman opposite;
and no Minister had yet stated that
such conduct deserved punishment.
He regretted very much that the late-
ness of the Session prevented them
from expressing by resolution that it
was improper for Government officials
to interfere in elections, and that inter-
ference, on either side, should be
punished by dismissal. He recog-
nised, distinctly, the doctrine laid
down regarding country post-
masters, who frequently held office
as much for the convenience
of the neighbourhood as for their own
emolument, and they ought not to be
distranchised, though city and town
potmasters were, as a matter of fact,
disfranchised. The hon. the Post-
master-General seemed not to be aware
of the fact that the Postmaster of Hull
had no riglit under the law to vote;
and yet this man was exercising, in a
most open and flagrant manner, his ima-
fluence in this political contest in
favour of the Liberal Party. The hon.
the Postmaster-General stated that, if
this were the case, he would certainly
meet with a summary dismissal. le
hoped the hon gentleman would be as
good as his word. Country postmasters
should, however, be permitted to vote
and to exercise their political influence.
Regarding other officials, it was a
scandal, to say the least of it, that mel
in the payment of the country, who
lived on the public money, and who.
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-were as much the servants of one as of
the other party, should be permitted
to interfere in elections on either side.
If one doctrine, perhaps, more danger-
ous than another had been announced
that day in the House, it was by the
hon. the Postmgster-General when he
said that, because this was a local
election they had no right to interfere.
What did this mean ? That the Civil
servants of the Dominion had a perfect
right, in the acquiescence of the Gov-
ernment of the day, to interfere in
Local elections in favour of the friends
of the Government They knew per-
fectly that any attempt on the part of
Conservative Civil servants to support
the Opposition in the Province of
Quebec would be very quickly stamped
out; but, as long as they supported
the present Government in Quebec,
the House was told in effect that these
men had a right and were permitted
to vote. He considered this an exceed-
ingly dangerous doctrine, and one
which ought not to fmnd countenance
on the floor of the House; and he was
sorry to hear it announced by so influ-
ential a member of the Cabinet as the
Postmaster-'-eneral. It was well,
on the eve of the Dominion
elections, that they should perfectly
well understand what the rights of
civil servants were. In the constitu-
ency for which he was nominated, and
which he intended to contest, the most
active partisans now supporting the
Government candidate were all officials,
some of this and some of the L:cal
Government. The Collector of Customs
at Collingwood was the most active and
zealous official in the country, and a
political hack; the License Commis-
Sioners for the East and West Riding
were also actively engaged in promot-
ing the interests of bis opponent, and
so with the Inspector of Weights and
lieasures. These men were living on
the public money, and yet they were
exercising their influence and lending
their time to the support of the Gov-
ernment candidate. He mentioned
these persons, because he thought it
Well that the attention of hon. gentle-tfen Opposite should be attracted to the

.aatter. He understood the hon. the
First Minister to say that all civil
servants ought not to interfere in the
'elections, but that some could do so,

and exercise thOir influence on them.
le regretted very much that they did
not have this question defined as it had
been defined by the hon. member for
South Bruce, so limited, there could be
no possible objection to it; but the
hon. the First Minister's statement left
a very wide door open to mi.sconstruc-
tion on the part of officials, and to the
danger of having the principles which
hon. gentlemen oppobite had so long
and loudly professed transgressed by
their servants. He regretted exceed-
ingly their being unable to affirm any-
thing on this subject, not merely with
reference to the coming, but to all
elections, as to the position which civil
servants should occupy with regard to
political partie-.

Ma. COOK said he was very much
pleased to hear the hon. member for
Cardwell declare bis intention or wish
that hereafter the servants of the Gov-
ernment should not interfere in elec-
tion contests. A very few years ago,
in 1872, the Government of the day,
led by the right hon. member
for Kingston, had selected, as
the Returning Officer in his
riding, a Collector of Customs,
Mr. Rutledge, who was then açtively
engaged, though Collector of Customs,
in a personal and public canvass for his
bon. friend, the member for Cardwell.
bis opponent at the time, immediately
after receiving that appointment; and
if this collector had been discreet and
honest, and if he had respect for his
oath and charactor, he would have at
once abstained from meddling any
more in politics. After this, this man
went to political meetings and assisted
his opponent in organising the constit-
uency, using every influence in his
power to aid lis opponent; and when
he (Mr. Cook) was elected by a major-
ity of 56, he made a public declaration
in a bar-i'oom in Barrie, that he would
not return him (Mir. Cook), carrying
out, probably, the same instructions that
Were given to other returning officers
of that time in the Muskoka District
and in other districts.

MR. McCARTHY: I think that I
ouglit to give a denial to that state-
nient. I can assert positively, that it
is aot correct.
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Md. COOK said that immediately
after this campaign was over, at the
last General Election, the hon. gentle-
man who now said that this G-overn-
ment should not mix Local with Do-
minion politics, enlisted in the service
of the Conservative party in North
Simcoe, some servants of the Govern-
ment, who went on the platform along-
aide of himself, and canvassed for the
Local Conservative candidate; aud not
only canvassed, but travelled over the
constituency, working against Mr.
Sutherl4nd, the candidate in the Onta-
tario Government interest, and advised
the people on public platforms tovote for
the Opposition candidate, Mr.Kean. Al
the time that the hon. gentleman was
doing this, and was engaged in this
nefarious transaction, he (Mr. McCar-
thy) must, at the same time, have
known that Mr. Ratledge was canvass-
ing and openly declaring himself in fa-
vour of the Conservative party. What
virtuous indignation played over the
countenance of the hon. gentleman
when he said it was a shame and dis-
grace, and disbonQur for Government
officials,and servants of the louse,to ask
for leave to go home to see their sick
friends. He was somewhat amused, he
was sure, for he did not think for a
moment that the hon. gentleman would
have the assurance to make a declara-
tion of the kind in this flouse, aware
that he (Mr. Cook) was in the House
at the time, and knew what the hon.
gentleman had done in times past. He
'would like to know if tho hon.gentleman
thought for a moment, that he would
let a matter of this kind go unehalleng-
ed? He might go further in reference
to the Government officials taking part
in elections in that county. The hon.
gentleman had referred to a Col lector of
Customs; but he (Mr. Cook), had
neven reported the conduct of Mr.
Butledge t the Minister of Customs,
because he knew that if the instructions
given to these officials were carried
ot, the only result would have been
that this man must have been dismiss-
ed; and though Mr. Rutledge had been
so injudicious, he did not wish t punish
him because he was his political ni-
ponent. When the preliminary meet-
ing was held in Barrie, with reference
t the Conservative pic-nic that took
place last summer in the county of

MI. McCARTHI.

Simcoe, this very Collector of Customs,
Mr. Rutledge, was the first man at the
helm, and with the hon. member for
Cardwell, did every thing in his power
to aid in getting up a crowd to attend,
by giving away complimentary tickets.
He knew that the name of the hon.
member for Cardwell was written on
the back of these tickets, with the
words " complimentary free pass to
Barrie," and this was probably the
way in which large numbers of people
were attracted to these different pic.
nics. The hon. gentleman talked
about Government officials in the
county of Simcoe. Let him look at the
persons who were nominated and ap.
pointed by the County Judges, and at
the bailiff's who shook writs in the
faces of electors, and declared that
these personswould be punished if they
did not vote so and so, and yet this
hon. gentleman complained of the
influence brought to bear on elec-
tors by Government officials. He
quite underbtood that officials of the
county were not Government officials,
but at the same time they were most
assidueus in their support of the hon.
gentleman when a candidate for Par-
liamentary honors. The hon. gentle-
man had chosen to attack the Collector
of Customs for Collingwood, but ho
would challenge the hon. gentleman
or any of his political friends to put
their finger on, or make the assertion
against Mr. Watson, as having ever
attended a political meeting, save
when he was called upon so to act as
the Mayor of the town. This was not in
1873, but when a local contest was
going oi, when ho was a candidate, and
at that time Mr. Watson's sympathies
were not with him. He had had
nothing t say to the Inspector of
Weights and Measures with regard tO
political matters i, the county over
which he had jurisdiction; and he did
not know a single instance where Mr.
Laird has ever interfered with politi-
cal matters in the county. The samne
thing was true with respect to the
license Commissioners. Mr. Morrow
had been a politician in the past; and
this gentleman had informed 1him a
few days ago, that when the electiofl
campaign came on, he would resigu
his position as License Commissioner,
in order that ho might advocate th&
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interests of his candidate, and the
party in which he was allied. He
knew that this was that gentleman's
intention, and it came with very ill
grace from the hon. gentleman to
make such an assertion against this
gentleman who, he believed, was hon-
orable and just.

Ma. COCKBURN said he had
merely to say that the post offiee at
Hall did not amount te much 16ere

than a village office. The salary of
the postmaster was only a few hun.
dred dollars, perhaps less than $500 or
$600; and the whole business of
the office was about $1,400. Re
thought that this officer should be
considered as a country postmaster
and no fault whatever should be fbund
with him.

Motion, with leave of the Hloiuse,
withdrawn.

SUPPLY.

House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

Ma. SPEAKER said that before the
Flouse proceeded with its business, hon.
members would perhaps be kind
enough to permit him to occupy their
attention for a moment. Owi to
what had been said that afterno, he
ought to make a brief statement. He
had thought that last evening on this
subject he had made himself sufficiently
understo!d, but he must have been
mistaken. Three of of the sessional
clerks had absented themselves, Messrs.
Pitan, Bieuvenu and Doyon. He did
not regard them in their absence as any
longer employés of the House. Some
weeks ago Mr. Bienvenu had asked
permission to go away,.and on finding
that his brother was competent, the
latter was appointed in his stead.
This took place on the 21st of March
last. Mr. Doyon had absolutely with-
drawn from the employment of the
Rouse of his own motion, he had asked
tO be and was paid up; he returned to
Ottawa some time afterwards and asked
to be put on again, and again went
away; but be was not now drawing
any public money nor was any pay
accrning to him as au employé of the

House. Mr. Pitan was the only one of
the sessional clerks who during the
Session had asked for leave of absence.
Members had chosen, however, te as-
sume that seven employés of the louse
were absent by permission from their
posts to take part in the Quebec ec-
thon. Mr. Pitan had got leave of
absence for a few days on the gound
that some members of his family were
ilL le knew nothing whatever of Dr.
Godin. le did not know sorne of th»
other names mentioned; indeed he
had forgotten that they were on
the list of employés of the Hlouse
at all, and these persons certainly had
never either directly or indirectly
applied to him for leave of absence.
They had no leave of absence, a"d, if
absent, were so without permission;
and were not entitled to any pay while
absent. He had forgotten, the evening
plrevious, to say that one of the mes-
bengers applied for leave of absence,
and obtained it on the professed reason
that he had some urgent private busi-
ness to attend to for a few days. Mr.
Jodoin had obtained leave of absence
on the sanie ground once or twiee
before; and he had hesitated, for this
reason to renew it; but he had no
suspicion whatever that it was this
official's intention to take any part in
any political contest. It would have
been almost impossible for seven em-
ployés to apply even for a few days
leave of absence just on the eve of an
election, without suspecting that they
had some politicat purpose in view.
He thought that this was the ground
taken by the right hon. mem ber for
Kingston. He would again state that
the only sessional clerk who had leave
of absence was Mr. Pitan. He thought
that if the facts had been known, a
great deal of what had been said would
have been found to have been quite
unnecessary.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
accept the statement of Mr. Speaker
without any reserve. The statement
is made distinctly, and I accept it
without reserve. I would add that
enquiry should be made into the con-
duct of these men who have thus go ne
away without leave of absence, and are
still away from their work busy in the
elections.

Bupply. Bupply.
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MR. MACKENZIE: I am glad to
hear that the hon. gentleman forgives
Mr. Speaker.

S4. Public Buildings in Ottawa, $53,100.

MR. LANGEVIN asked the Min-
ister of Public Works whether the
sum of $135,500 vofed last year for
the extension of the Webtern block
had been expended, also how much re-
mained of the $35,000 voted for the
grounds?

MR. MACKENZIE said the total
amount expended up to the 31st De.
cember of the $35,000 was $24,408,
while $79,410 of the $135,000 had also
been expended.

MR. LANGEVIN said the fountain,
which bad been placed in the grounds,
was not admired by the public. It
was not in harmony with the grounds ;
in fact, it was looked upon as an eye-
sore.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the fountain
was set up in order to obtain a sort of
idea what would suit best. It was
erected as a mere experiment.

MR. LANGEVIN said it would have
been better to have two fountains to
be placed in the sidewalks. If it was
not so late he thought this suggestion
should be taken into consideration.
He did not approve of the style adopt-
ed in the extension of the western
block, because it was not in uniform-
ity with the other buildings. The
tower, particularly, in codrse of erec-
tion, detracted from the appearance of
the tower in the block which ought to
be the principal feature of the whole
buildings. Many strangers visiting
the city had pointed out this defect to
him.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that stran-
gers had expressed a very different
opinion to him. By the architectural
changes introduced, the western block
had become well lighted and airy,
which was more than could be said of
the offices in the eastern blosk. In a
long block of building such as that a
tower was certainly needed and he ap-
proved of the architect's ideas. The
entire expenditure up to the end of
the year, for the western block, was
$280,928.

SiRa JcHN A. MACDONALD.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD agreed
with the hon. member for Charlevoix
in thinking the sooner the lountain
disappeared the better for the sym-
metary of the grounds and the unique.
ness of the building. He did not think
the Western Block had been carried
out in accordance with the original
plan, and the tower whieh had been
placed there destroyed the appearance
of the central one.

Vote agreed to.

95. lmprovements of Navigable Rivers..$34,000

Ma. LANGEVIN asked what was
done with the $10,000 voted last
year?

Ma. MACKENZIE said only a smail
portion of that had been expended. A
certain sum had been expended in
maintaining a tug steamer in order to
effect the improvement of the Neebish
Rapids, a statement of which would be
found at page 240 of the Public
Accounts. In the current year, there
was only expended, to the 31 st Decem-
ber, $424 of last years' vote. The
year before, namely, the last financial
year, there was expended $9,601.811
The Quebec Harbour Commissioners
had been given the charge of clearing
the river of the anchors and chains
whieh, at one time, threatened
to destroy the harbour. The
resu: of the labour for three
years had that 162 anchors
had been raised and about 5,000
fathoms of chain. The Commissioners
had sold 47 anchors and 102,000[b. of
chain at various prices, realizing
$62,014, and there remained yet to be
sold 91 anchors and something over
3,000 fathoms of chain.

Vote ageeed to.

Public Buildings, Ontario.

(Guelph Custon House, Excise
and Post-Oifice............ $4,000

96 Kingston Military School,
and repairing fortifica-
tions......................... 30,0

$34,000

MR. STEPHENSON said that the
Government had conveyed military
lands in Toronto to the city, and he
wished to know whether the Govern-
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ment would be willing to act similarly
to the town of Chatham with reierence
to the piece of ground in about the cen-
tre of the town, which was now used
for botb military and agricultural pur-
poses. Of course, the Agricultural So-
ciety would be getting grounds of its
own soon, and he wished to know, if
tbe town secured other grounds for
military purposes the Government
would be disposed to transfer the
present military grounds to the town.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the ground
at Toronto was transforred for exhibi-
tion purposes, with the understanding
that it must be returned if required.
It was not given for a park, and the
Government would not have given it
for that purpose. The only other
instance of property being transferred
was at Montreal and Quebec, but at a
valuation. In the town of Chatham
the piece of-ground alluded to was of
no service to the Government as a
military ground. In other places
where the Government held ground
similarly situated, they had sold it by
auction. If the town of Chatham made
a represensation to the Government in
reference to the matter, it would be con-
sidered, but the Government could not
give the land away.

Ma. STEPHENSON submitted that
if the town of Chatham procured
another piece of land, that would suit
the Government as wel 1 as this piece of
land; it would be to the advantage of
the town and would be no loss to the
Government.

Ma. MACKENZIE said if a proposal
was made to the Government, the mat-
ter would be considered on its merits.

Vote agreed to.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, QUEBEC.

97. Repairing fortifications,
Quebec ............. $60,000

Post Office and Custome-
house, St. John, P.Q.. 4,000

$64,000

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
if any steps were to be taken to pro-
tect the entrances tn the St. Lawrence
aInd Esquimault in case of trouble.

Ma. JONES said stops were being
taken for the protection of Esquimault
by the erection of earth-works, etc., at

MacAulay's Point.
to be placed there
quite decided with
location of the gun
W. Pallister.

Vote agreed to.

Several guns were
but he had not

reference to the
presented by Sir

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, NEW BRUNSWICK.

98. Custom-house, St. John,
N. B................$85,000

Savings Bank, do. do. 30,000
Post-office, do. do. 70,000

-185,000

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,

Ma. MACKENZIE said they were
proceeding with the foundations of the
Custom-house, at St. John. This
building would be about the same size
as the old building, and be on the
same site. The foundations were up
to the level of the street. The three
buildings would cost certainly over
half a million, but no close estimate in
this regard had been made.

Vote agreed to.

99. Marine Hospital, Lunenburg .... $3,000

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,

Mi. MACKENZIE said that this
was intended to provide a small wood-
en building rather as a pest-house than
for any other purpose. Considerable
shipping visited Lunenburg, and when
small-pox broke out there two years
ago, they had great difficulty in get-
ting a building for the purpose.

Vote agreed to.

100. Public Buildings, repairs $1,000
Custom House, Store
house, wharf, Victoria.. 5,000

-$6,000

101. Public buildings generally.. 10,000

PENITENTIARIES.

(General Penitentiary for
the Maritime Provinces..$17,000

| St. Vincent de Paul.......... 9,00n
102 Manitoba (out building) .... 3,000

British Columbia Peniten-
tiary ..................... 10,000

Kingston Penitentiary...... 12,500
-- 51,500

Ma. MACKENZIE said that Mr.
Boyes, arch itect, of Kingston, had been
placed in charge of the buildings at St.
Vincent de Paul, and when the build-

supply. [ Ar1L 21, 1878.]



2M[O Supply.

ing at Dorchester was in a more for-
ward state, they proposed to put Mr.
Boyes also in charge of this place.
They would adopt this policy in*tead
of having an architect at each place.
One officer would be quite able to at-
tend to these buildings with ordinary
assistants urnd-er him. A workroom
was to be provided at the Manitoba
Penitentiary.

Vote agreed to.

103. Rents, repairs, &c.........$234,800

Mr. LANGEVIN said he observed
there was an increase in the amount
charged for gas.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that this
was caused by the unusually late sit-
tings of the House.

MR. LANGEVIN: I should think
there was plenty of gas here.

MR. MACKENZIE: Some ofit is of
very bad quality.

MR. LANGEVIN hoped some means
might be devised whereby the Cham ber
might be properly ventilated. Two
y ears ago a number of the members

ecame sick and some of them died,
and he considered this was caused by
the foul air which generated in the
Chamber,

MR. MACKENZIE said he did not
think that was the case. The vote
given i- y-ar was found to be insuf-
ficient, and a Supplementary Estimate
had to be taken. The increased cost
was in a measure accounted for by the
addition of the library to the area re-
quiring to be lighted. At the same
time a reduetion had been made in the

price of Las. Formerly they paid $4
per 1,00G feet, but feeling that the
price was excessive, he called upon the
gas companies, and arranged that the
price should be reduced to $3.

MR. LANGEVIN said that in the
Public Accounts an item of $2,115, as
payment to the Electrie Light Com-
pany. Was not that, he asked, a new
charge ?

MR. MACKENZIE said it was for
lighting the building instantaneously.
By the adoption of this system a great

MR. MACKENZIE.

deal of gas had been saved and the
atmosphere of the Chamber was ren-
dered more pure.

Vote agre&d to.

105. Harbours and Breakwaters......... 34,500

MR. McCALLUM asked if the
$7,500 asked for Lake Erie was a re-
vote.

MR. MACKENZIE said this sum
had not been expended. The vote was
contingent on the local authorities
paying $10,000. A by-law had been
passed to this effect, but the Govern-
ment had not yet received the moncy.

MR. MeCALLUM did not consider
it right that so much money should
be spent upon this particular part of
Lake Erie shore. There was no real
harbour there; it was merely a plan
for the convenience of a few residents
in the locality. , He did not think this
work would be in the interests of the
people at all.

Mu. MACKENZIE said if the muni-
cipality of the town not only petition-
ed for it, but voted $10,000, the peo-
ple evidently wished it.

MR. McCARTHY said it was about
time the work, now undertaken by the
Government in connection with Col-
lingwood harbour, should be com-
pleted. He would draw the attention
of the hon. the First Minibter to the
arrangement made with the town
of Collingwood, that, if it would con-
tribute $35,000, the Government would
contribute another $35,000 towards
the construction of a breakwater and
towards dredging the harbour. I'
pursuance of that agreement the work
was commenced, and the breakwater
was built during the year 1874, but
the whole amount estimated, $35,000,
was not expended. In the general
election of 1874, the hon. memu-
ber for North Simcoe repre-
sent to the people of Collingwood
that, instead of getting the $7,000 or
$8,000, the balance due on the $35,000
revoted, they were entitled to $100,000
for the proper construction of their
harbour, and that he had the promise
of the First Minister that that would
be granted. 11e was unseated, and in
September again presented himself to
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his constituents, who asked him how
it was the 100,000 had not been Yôted,
and that no sum ha& been placed in
the Estimates for the construction of
this work. The hon. member was
then ready with: the reply. He said
the breakwater was nQt completed, and
the Government did not think it right
and proper to commence dredging the
harbour until the breakwater was
completed. In the summer of 1875,
the hon. member for North Simene
appeared to be in earnest, and com-
municated with the Mayor of the
town,iasking how much it would cost
to do this work. The Mayor replied
it would cost $1O8;974. Dùring that
year nothing was done, no vote was
obtained, nor during the succeeding
years; and now on the eve of a
general election, the tenth of that
amount, 810,000, was placed in the
Estimates only to be expended during
the time that the hon. gentlenan was
undergoing the ordeal of seeking re-
election. He wanted to know whether
an estimate and plans had been obtain-
ed in 1874.

MR. MACKENZIE said he did not
remember.

M.. McCARTHY said he under-
stood it had been announced by the
hon. member for North Simeoe, that
those plans had been prepared, and
that tenders would have been issued
in 1874, but for the fact that the break-
water was not finished. The Receiver-
General now had the debentures of
Collingwood to which the Government
were entitled in pursuance of the bar-
gain made as to the construction of this
harbour work. Why, when the plans
were made in 1874, this work was not
yet done, was a question to which the
people had the right to obtain a
reply.

MR. BLAKE said it was hardly the
Place, on the floor of this House'
Si begin the canvassing of North
Simecoe.

MR. COOK said he denied most em-
PhatiCally that he had ever made a
statement that he had obtained the
grant of a sum of money for the Col-
lingwood harbour. He lad stated to
the electors that he would use his in-
fluence to obtain a sufficient amount of 1

money to dredge the harbour so that
vessels of heavy draught eould get in.
It would have been folly for him to
attempt tname a sum for a certain
work, of which ho had no knowledge.
He had written a letter, immediately
after the election, to the Mayor of
Collingwood, who was a very strong
partimn of the Conservative party,
asking him the amount necessary for
that purpose, and received a reply that
8108,000 would be required. He (Mr.
Cook) at once saw the object of the
letter'n because it was impossible for
him, or anybody else representing the
consttuoncy, to obtain the sum of
$108,000 for such a work at a time of
much depression. He never stated he
bad a promise from the Premier. The
hon. member for Cardwell was incor-
rect in stating-the amount of Colling-
wood debentures in the hands of the
Government at present. The amount
was only 82,000. The Government
had paid some $600 more than they
should, as their share of the cost of the
breakwater, and, at the sane time, if
the corporation of Collingwood required
their debentures, they could instruct
the Government to sell an amount suf-
ficient to cover their share, and return
the balance. He had always strongly
urged the importance of that harbour
from its large and increasing trade.

MR. McCARTHY said the hon.
member for South Bruce knowing, as
he did, the large expenditure of the
hon. member for North Simeoe in the
elections of 1872 and 1874, still hoped
to silence him (Mr. McCartliy) by lis
sarcasm and bis sneers, but he would
find himself mistaken. The bon. mem-
ber for North Simcoe bad stated that
if he said $100,000 was the amount to-
be expended, he lad made a statement
which was all moonshine.

Mit. COOK: I said that if I had
made such a statement, the people of
Collingwood would have said 1 knew
nothing of wbat I was saying; but I
never said anything of that kind.

MR. McCARTHY asked if he under-
stood the hon. gentleman to say that
be did not promise that $100,000 should
be spent on that harbour. He had a.
letter which he would read:
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"Before the breakwater was finished the
present Government came in, and when Mr.
Cook came forward in 1874, he distinctly
promised to get us $100,000 for our harbour.
He did not say that he would try, but that
.he would get it positively."

'The statement proceeded to say that
the writer got petitions signed by a
number of shippers and others, show-
ing the necessity for the work, and
continued as follows:-

" When he came forward in 1874, he made
fresh promises, this time saying that he
would try to get it, and asked for something
to show what was waLted. I then sent him
a plan of the harbour, with estimates of the
amount of the dredging, carefully prepared
from a detailed survey of the deptlis made in
the harbour."

This was the letter which the hon.
gentlemen acknowledged that he wrote
to the Mayor of the town and got back,
and that he now told them he had put
.away in his desk. He (Mr. McCarthy)
had two complaints to make, and he
understood from the silence of the
First Minister and from the statement
of the hon. member for North Simcoe,
that if ho (Mr. Cook) was understood
to say ho would get $100,000, or that
$100,000 was promised to him for that
harbour, it was not correct. The hon.
gentleman now said it was not pro-
mised to him; that he had no
promise from the Government of
the expenditure of that or any
other sum. He (Mr. McCarthy)
wanted to know why the improvement
was not made in 1875, when the noces-
sity for it was as great as it was
Inow.

MR. COOK : No; the water is two
feet lower than it was last year.

MR McCARTEHY said he wanted to
know why the matter was put off from
year to year until the general election
was coming round.

In answer to Mr. BOWELL,
MR. MACKENZIE said it would be

seen when they came to the item of
dredging that a pretty large sum was
asked for the Bay of Quinté.

In answer to Mr. WoOn,
MR. MACKENZIE said he had not

been aware of the existence of a bar at
the mouth of the Burlington Bay Canal
until a few weeks ago, and he had

MR. McCARTHY.

given instructions to Mr. Kingsford
to have it examined. If it was of no
great extent they would be able to re-
move it, ho expected, out of the general
vote.

In answer to Mr. CAsEY,

Ma. MACKENZIE said the examin-
ation had been made at Eagle Har-
bour. It was impossible, at present,
for the Government to take a vote for
that particular place. They would be
in a better position to consider it after
the local authorities had shown a dis-
position to do something in the
matter.

MR. CASEY said that complaints
were being made that the Great
Western Railway did not properly
dredge the Port Stanley Harbour as
they were bound to do by the tei m of
their lease. He asked the Premier to
look into the matter.

Ma. FARROW urged that an ad-
ditional small amount should be voted
for the Port Albert Harbour on Lake
Huron.

MR. MACKENZIE said he had not
been aware of any immediate noces-
sity for an appropriation there. The
tolls on the Burlington Canal yielded
now about $4,000 a year, and, as the
expenses were light, it yielded more
revenue in proportion than any work
of the kind. If only repairs were re-
quired they could be accomplished, but
nothing more extensive at the present
time.

MR. McCALLUM said that the piers
of this canal were in tolerable repair.
In ten years its revenue had amounted
to $31,502, and expenses deducted, the
net yield was $24,652. He would like
to have an explanation with regard to
Toronto Harbour.

MR. MACKENZIE said there
was a very great difference Of
opinion with regard to the
eastern passage. Some held that
this opening would yet be the means,
to a greater extent than had yet been
the case, of destroying the harbour;
and others said there was really very
little change in the harbour. The
shifting sands in the ý gap merelY
shifted their position, and very
little drifted into the harbour. Soin-
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times these sands were at one spot,
and, after a heavy gale, they moved a
considerable distance in the other
direction, and they were hardly ever
carried far into the real anchorage of
the harbour. The opinion of the En-
gineers of the Department was that, so
far, no serious injury had been done to
the harbour. The only question was.
what would be the consequences il
much more of the beach was carried on
the west side. As a layman in these
matters, he thought that perhaps the
best thing to be done would be to pro-
tect what remained of the beach near
the gap, and prevent any further wash-
ing away, rather than attempt excess-
ively costly works, -which were pro-
jected by some engineers, and which
would cost nearly half a million, for
the construction of enormous piers on
both sides, with wings extended on
each side to close up the gap, the en-
trance excecped. Tbey did not at
present think there was any necessity
for doing more than he had indicated.
In the meantime, they intended to
confine themselves to the deepening of
the western entrance, so that vessels
drawing fourteen feet of water could
enter without difficulty.

MR. WOOD said that the piles on
Burlington Canal had, in some places,
gone apart; this work was in bad con-
dition, and a new superstructure was
required. The tolls here had been oui
of all reasonable proportion, but they
were now reduced. A cent a ton was
collected on tho tonnage of vessels, and
n0 toll on goods; but, as this was the
only harbour of refuge at the west end
of the lake, the tolls should be alto.
gether renoved.

MR. McCALLUM said that
there were not two dozen piles
If the whole work. He agreed
With the hon. the Minister
of Public Works in respect to Toronto
harbour. The washing away of the
bair would be a serious matter, and the
lake was encroaching steadily on the
harbour. This should be preserved.
There were, no doubt, persons now
laiig who would see Toronto facing
the open lake, unless some precautions
were taken in this relation. The city
of Toronto ought to do something
towards it. He was satisfieà that the

city would never allow the eastern
passage to be closed altogether. This
passage, by admitting a current, im-
proved the health of the city.

Ma. STEPIENSON said that ho
had moved for correspondetce which
had taken place, with respect to Mor-
peth harbour ; but he found nothing
new in the return. It was calculated
by Mr. Kingsford that, in order to
give ten leet in this harbour, would
cost $39,00, and for 13 feet the cost
was estimated at $55,000; and yet a
vote of only $7,500 was proposed, lear-
ing the larger balance to be provided
by the local authorities. This was un-
just. It was understood in the vicinity
that the Government would contribute
two thirds of the amount necessary;
and, certainly, $7,500 would go but a
very short way towards the construc-
tion of this work, the lowest estimate
being $39,100.

Vote agreed to.
Resolution ordered to be reported.

flouse resumed.
Resolution reported.

House adjourned at
Twenty minutes before

Twelve o'clock.

HlOUSE OF COMMONS.

Jonday, 29th April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Two
o'elock.

PRAYERS.

PRINTING COMMITTEE.
UEPORTS CONCUBRED IN.

Ma. ROS1S (West Middlesex) moved
the adoption of the 4th and 5th reports
of the Joint Committee of both Houses
on the Printing of Parliament. He
said the question in dispute was
whether the Committee had the right
to recommend an increase of salary as
they had by their report. The Pi inting
Committee seemed to have a recog-
nized standing different from any of
the other Cominittees of either House,
and, from its organization, was distinct
from other committees. In 1875,
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the Committee recommended that
the Chief Distributor should receive
an addition to his salary of $200,
and lis Chief Messenger $1MO more
than lie had previously received. By
generaul understanding, the motion he
made the other day was one which the
Printing Committee h'i always recog-
nized under the Statute as its own
peculiar privilege, and he thought it
undesirable that the Joint Committee
of both Houses on Printing should be
deprived of the privilege of suiperin-
tending its own expenditure. If this

point was conceded, it would be for the
House to say whether the Committee's

recommendations should be adopted.

Ma. MACKENZIE said he thought
the hon. gentleman had made his
point good. He was previously under
the impression that the salaries of
these officers appeared in the list of
the officers of the House of Commons.

Mu. SPEAKER: This is not so, I
find.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I do not intend
to objeet to it.

Mi. LANGEVIN wished to know if
the First Minister assented to the ap.
pointment of new officers.

MR. MACKENZIE said he did not.
The Committee mustreport to the two
Houses before they could do that. He
was of opinion the other day when the
matter came up, that the Speaker, and
not the Committee, appointed these
officers. The Chairman of the Coi-
mittee had now shown that the two
louses relegated this to the

charge of the Committeo, and
tha. the sala-ies were charged in
the general printing account. These
salaries were, of course, subject to the
revision of both Houses, and the staff
were directly responsible to the Con-
mittee and their clerk. He bad some
recollection now of the reasons why
that was done, and he was net disposed
to Object to it.

MR. IOLTON said this, as he under-
stood it, was a money vote, and there
was a form prescribed in which money
votes must be initiated. IHe wished to
know, therefore whether this Com-
mittee of both Houses had the right
vested in them by the Statutes of mi-

MI. Ross.

tiating a money vote. If not, then this
motion would be manifestly out of
order.

Ma. SPEAKER said the Statute pro.
vided that a certain amount should be
placed at the disposal of the Committee
for the printing of Parliament to dis.
tribate.

MR. ROSS said the whole expendi.
ture for printing was initiated in the
Committee of Supply, and the vote was
then transferred to the Printing Con.
mi ttee.

Motion agreed to.

SYSTEM OF LETTING CONTRACTS.
BaMARKS.

Order forfHouse to again resclve itself
into Committee of Supply, read.

MR. LANGEVIN said before the
House went into Committee of Supply
he would like to call the attention of
the House to a certain statement which
had been made regarding the contract
system of the past and p resen t Govern-
ments. That question had occupied
the attention of the country during the
past year, especially when hon, gentle-
men opposite were delivering their pic-
nic speeches, and he thought their
statements should be considered by the
louse. The hon. the First Minister

condeg&med the mode adopted by the
late Government of calling for and
opening tenders and granting contracts.
1e would quote sone extracts from the
hon. gentleman's speeches., The first
he intended to quote would be found on
page 9 of the " Premier speeebes." It
was headed :-

" THE CONTRACT SYsTEM PROPOSED UNDER

ToaY AND LIBERAL RULE.-We have en-
deavoured to the utmost of our power to
place the contract systen on a sounder and
better footing than ever it was before; and
when I mention the simple fact that out Of
nineteen millions tendered for, some sixteen
millions worth of contracts were awarded by
us to the lowest tenderer, while the late Gov-
ernment awarded lese than one-third to the
lowest, you will be able to judge Of the
practical results of our efforts to reform the
systen of awarding contracts. I do not say
that the late Goverrnment gave out contrfct
corruptly, because I do not k now they did
so; I merelv give these facts; whicb, if tbeY
had jnst been reversed and tested by their
suspicious mindS, would have formed the
ground-work for innumerable charges or In-
smnuations of corruption."
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Then at page 30, we find this:-

" OLD AND NEw METHOD OF REcElvING
TENDERS.-What was the custom wheu we
went into office ? Tenders were advertised
for. Five or six were banded together; Smith
would make his tender $10,000 above Joues,
and Robinson would make bis $20,000 higher
than Smith, and Brown his $30,000 higher
than Robinson, and so on. When the tenders
came to be known, the two or three who were
lowest would retire in succession, and they
would divide among them the one which was
acce ted."

" his condition is exacted before the con-
tractor is allowed to proceed with his work.
The result of these reforms is that we have
now the most complete contract system in
the world, and it is one which, as you can
see, operates to the advantage of the public,
nstead of being a mere means of fattening

contractors of a particular clase, or a politi
cal instrument in the hands of the Adminie-
tration."

The hon. gentleman had accused the
late Government of having advertised
for tenders without reijuiring proper
security. He had accused the late
4Government, and especially him (Mr.
Langevin'), because he was Minister of
Public Works during the last three
years, of pursuing the system of hav-
ing tenders opened by the Ministers.
Be said that should not have been done,
it was wrong

Ma. MACKENZIE: I did not say it
was wrong.

MR. LANGEVIN: The bon, gentle-
man did not say it was wrong, but
that was the inference to be drawn
from his words.

Ma. MACKENZIE: No; I simply
considered it was better the Minister
should not open the tenders. I did not
say there was anything wrong in it.

MR. LANGEVIN: The bon. gentle-
man considered bis system botter than
that of the late Government. He
(Mr. Langevin) claimed that his sys-
ter was a good one. The tenders were
called for and received by the Depout-
ment, and were opened by the Minister
i certain cases when he had tioee to
lok over them, assisted by the Deputy
Munuster of the Department; or, when
the Minister was away, or had nottime, that work was done by the Dep-
utY Minister or by the Secretary of
the bepartment. The rule adopted
WaV this: Each tender was opened, one

after another ; then the nane of the
contractor was endorsed on ihe envol-
ope, with the signatuies of the Minis-
ter and his Depuly, or- of the two
officers. The same endorsation was
made on the back of the tender. Thon
the tenders were numbered, the same
number being placed on the tender and
envelope, with the prices ut the end, if
for a bulk sum; if not, of course no
price was endorsed, but only the sig-
natures of the Minitser and his Dep-
uty, or the Deputy and the Secret ary.
So thut there could be no collusion and
no change, because all these tenders
were signed by both parties, which
gave every guarantee to the public, to
the contractor, and to the Government,
that matters were done in an honest
and straightforward way. The system
adopted by the late Government in
calling for tenders was that two good
sureties were required, whose names
were to be given when the tender
was sent in. The bon. gentleman had
stated that, under that system, the
result was that the Government had to
pass over a number of tenders. The

on. gentleman had been good enough
to say that he did not accuse the late
Government of having given out con-
tracts corruptly, bocause he did not
know that they had done so. No
doubt the hon. gentleman did not know
it, because it had never been donc.
When a tender was passed over the
reason was always given, and in every
case in which he (Mr. Langevin) had
to consider a tender, he consulted ihe
Chief Engineer, or, if absent, another
engineer, to judge whether the matter
was proper or not, whether the price
was a sufficient one for the work; or,
in other words, he enquired about the
position of the tenderer, whether he
was really a contractor and able to do
the work, or whether he was a boguei
contractor who wished to obtain the
contract only te see it, and made any
other inquiries necessary. Tho invari-
able practice of the Department was to
give it to the lowest tenderer, alter
obtaining an Order-in-Council author-
izing the lowest tender to be accepted.
By this means the work was done, and
done cheaply. Sometimes, however,
despite ail precautions, the contract
would be given to a contracter who
would fail to complote his agreement,
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who had made bis calculition witbout
proper reflection or upon wrong data,
as, for exnmple, in the case of
the post-ofiice at Ottawa. The
contractor for that building be-
gan his work, and continued
it until it had reached a certain height,
a little above the foundation, when he
found he was running into debt to such
an extent that ho could not account
for it, nor continue the work. He
found he had omitted an item in his
calculations, and, although ho proved
clearly to the Department that ho had
made this mistake, the Department
refused to add this item to bis con-
tract, and the work was finished after-
wards under the hon. the Minister of
Public Works. The same difficulty
might occur under the present Ad-
ministration as under the former one,
namely, that a contractor would fail to
go on with his work. That would
occur under any Government, and
could not be attributed to the system.
But the hon. the First Minister said his
system was the best. What was bis
system ? The hon. gentleman said, in
one of his speeches, that ho required a
deposit of say $ 1,000, or more, as a
guarantee that the tenderer was a bond
fide one, and that if he was not, and
when offered the contract, refused it,
he forfeited that amount. He said an-
other condition under his new system,
was that he exacted five per cent. of
the amount of the contract as a deposit.
By comparing the results of this sys-
tem with the previous one, it may be
botter understood. In October or Sep-
tember, 1873, the previous Govern-
ment called for tenders for a certain
number of sections of the Welland
Canal. These tenders were re-
ceived, but not in sufficient time
to bo considered and examinerd by the
late Governnent. It was Jeft Io toeir
successors, the hon. gentlemen op-
posite, to decide who should have the
contracts. It appeared from statements
known to hon. gentlemen that when
the hon. the Minister of Publie Works
came into office, he took advice from
the Chief Engineer of the Department,
and put aside all these tenders which
had been received, and called for new
ones. If the hon. the Minister of Pub-
le Works had given to the lloue the
return in answer to the address which

MR. LANGEVIN.

had been voted some time ago, and
whiclh had been on the notice paper for
weeks and weeks, ho (Mr. Langevin),
might make comparisons which would,
perhaps, botter illustrate his point, but
he must now be content with what he
had. A portion of these documents
had been laid before a committee of this
House and were known especially to
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
as well as to a large number of hon.
members. According to those docu-
monts, the three sections 5, 7 and 14,
the only sections for which returns had
been furnished under this second
letting, gave the followi ng results, com-
paring the lowest tender for each sec-
tion under the new system with that
under the system of the late Govern-
ment:-

Lowest tender

Section 5,
' 7,
' 14,

Under
laie

Gov't.
$266,000

251,000
271,000

$790,000

Under
present
Gov't.

$312,000
283,000
292,000

$888,O000

Increase.

$46,000
32,000
21,000

$99,000

Thus the increased cost under this im-
proved system of the hon. gentlemen
opposite, amounted to $99,000 over the
system used by the late G-overnment,
which the hon. the First Minister said
was not as good a system as bis. By the
return aliso it appeared the tenders ac-
cepted by the Public Works Depart-
ment were: for No. 5, $352,000; for
No. 7, $329,000 ; for No. 14, $321,000.
The differences between the lowest
tenders, under the improved system of
the hon. gentleman and the tenders
accepted, were as follows

Section 5,
" 7,
" 14,

Lowest
tender.

$312,000
283,000
292,000

Accepted
tender.

$352,000
327,000
321,000

Dif-
ference.
$ 40,06&

144,000
29,000

The three tenders accepted amounted
to $1,052,000, and the lowest tenders
under the late Administration amount-
ed to $790,000, which gave a difference
of $21 1,000 in favour of the latter, or 20
per cent.; and the difference between
the lowest tenders under hon. gentle-
men opposite and the tenders accepted
by them. was $112,757, or over 11 per
cent. He had no doubt the hon. gen-
tleman did his best, and considered he
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was acting in the interests of the
country; but the result showed that
though ho might call his system an
important system, when it came to be
examined, it would be found that in-
stead of reducing, it inereased the
cost of these works. He (Mr. Lange-
vin) would now refer to the statement
imade at the Public Accounts Commit-
tee by. the Clerk, on the tenders and
papers connected with sections 5, 7, and
14. Under the late Government the
last tenders were for the six sections
8, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16. Undet- these
tenders, and under these new tenders
for 5, 7 and 14, what difference
was found in the cost of the
work ? Under the former contracts
the earth and clay excavation cost, on
an average 29-16c., and under the latter
made by the hon. gentleman opposite,
the average cost was 33%e. In the
fbrner,the earth excavation in lock and
weir pits cost 3 4 o7u-e.; in the latter,
40-66e. In pine timber for the foun-
dation of lock, the former eost 42-33c.;
the latter, 46-66c. The oalk timber 66e.
inder the former; under the latter,
77'33c. Those were taken from the
shedule of prices laid before the Com-
mitte. The spikes, under the system
of the late Government, averaged 8c.,
under the present improve d sys-
tein, 8.33c. Rock iron, ur-der the for-
mcer-,averaged 12-40c.; under the latter,

1 . Masonry, under the former,10·77e. ; un der the latter, 11-68c. The
('0arse masonry under the former,
avei-ged 7-50c.; under the latter,
8(60. Coarse masonry laid dry,
averaged, under the former, 5-30c.; un-
der' the latter, 6e. Rubble masonîy,
inder the former, 7.21c.; under the
latter, 7·50c. Rubble masonry laid dry
averaged 3-90c. under , the furmer
under the latter, 5e. Ivory ce-
ment, under the former, 3-90C.;
Unider the latter, 4-30c. This new sys-
tem, therefore, though it might be

in some respects, than the
old one-and the hon the Minister
of Publie Works, after four or five
years Cxperience, had saici it was-yet,
so far as the money was concerned, it
was inferior to the old system, as the
PriCes under it had increased instead
Of having decreased. It stood to
reason that the prices should have in-
ereased. A contractor might have

142

means enough to do the work, but not
means enough to make a deposit as
security. If that deposit ho insisted
on, ho must borrow the money and pay
interest on it; therefore, so much of
his eredit was gone. The credit ho
would require to carry on his work
was gone >o far as that amount wrs
concerned, and ho was, therefore,
obliged to name a higher price than if
the deposit wore not insisted on. He
(Mr. Langevin) said that the de-
posit itself was a bad thing, and, instead
of reducing the cost of the works, it in-
creased it. He (Mr. Langevin) did
not intend insisting at all on the ques-
tion of the absolute necessity of Orders-
in-Couneil when the lowest tenders
were passed over. The question had
been discussed in Committee, and the
hon. the Minister , of Public Works,
himself, admitted that an Order-in-
Council should be had, and that in the
case reterred to it was an omission, an
oversight, a neglect on the part of the
oicer that an Order-in-Council had
not been obtained, and that the Minis-
ter thought there had been -ne. H1e
(Mr. Langevin) vould, therefore, not
insist on that, but would only say it
was a safe and proper rule, a safe-
guard to everyone. It was a safeguard
to the Minister and his officer, and an
answer to the contractor. It was an
answer to the contraetor, because the
contractor coald not say: It was Mr.
So and So in the Department who did
it, or the Minister had something
again st me and refuses me the contract.
No; the Order in Couneil showed an
action of the whole Council, and
therefbre was an answer. It shoved
the whole thing had been laid before
the Minister in Courncil, before His
Excelleney the Governor General, and
the Order-in Couneil had been passed
approving of the suggestion of the
Minister of Publie Works. le
was pleased to see that the
lion. the Minister of Publie Works
had admitted the necessity of these
Orders-in-Council. He (Mir. Langevin)
had shown the theory of the Minister
of Publie Works with regard to these
contracts, the mode of calling for
tenders, the conditions of those ten-
ders, the opening and the allotting of
them. Now, tenders for railway ties
had been called for in the North-West,
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-for 165,000 ties. These tenders h ad
been called for by the Minister of
Public Works through his oficer at
Winnipeg, Mr. Nixon. Mr. Nixon
was asked by the Committee what
were the conditions of those tenders,
whether the tenderers were bound to
deposit a sum of money of $1,000 or
$4,000, and whether they had been
called on to pay five per cent, on the
amount of the contract on signing
it. The answer was, "No." Never-
theless, the hon. the Minister
of Public Works had stated in his
speeches that those were the conditions
imposed on tenderers. The 165,000
ties were advertized for, and the only
guarantee required was the security of
two persons that the work would be
executed. But that, strange to say,
was reverting to the system of the
previous Government, which the Min-
ister of Public Works had so strongly
condemned in his pic-nic speeches.
At page 30:

" Tenders were advertized for. Five or six
were banded together; Smith would make
his tender $10,000 above Jones, and Robin-
son would make his $20,000 higher than
Snith, and Brown his $30,000 higher than
Robinson, and so on. When the tenders
carne to be known, the two or three who
were lowest would retire in succession, and
they would dividearnong then the one which
was accepted."

This was a system which the hon. the
Minister of Public Works said was a
system which was to be condemned
and never to be resorted to; and which
the Reform Government had swept
away, adopting a better system, and
exacting deposits of $1,000, $2,000 or
$3,000 as guarantees that tenders were
bond fide; five per cent. of the whole
contract being deposited as surety
when tenders were accepted. But tbis
was not done. Let them see the resuit
of this system of the hon. gentleman.
The number of tenderers in this case
was thirty-six. The first was
that of J. Martin ; the second
that of Charles Nolin; third,
Augustus Nolin; fourth, Mr. Quigley,
fifth, W. S. Lewis; sixth, A. Bis-
sonette & Co. ; seventh, & McKinnon
McDermid; eighth,Alexander McNabb;
ninth, John Nesbitt; tenth, Jos. Pilan
& Co.; eleventh, George Taylor, and
twelfth Wm. Robinson. It appeared

Ma. LANGEVIN.

that the first tenderer withdrew, and
would not go on with the contract, not
wanting to give security. He had been
asked for security, and, therefore,
would not take the contract. Also that
even in the advertisement, sureties
were not required. No notice was
given that security would be exacted.
This man said: " 1 am ready to do the
work, but you ask for sureties, and I
won't do it. I can't furnish them."
The two Nolins came next, and they
also would net do the work. Mr.
Quigley was fourth, and he would not
do the work for some reason or other
given by Mr. Nixon. Thon came Mc-
Donald & McDermid,and Alexander Mc.
Nabb. These two firms offered to furnith
the ties they had tendored for, but they
were not taken, and they could not go
on for some reason or other. Two
others were John Nisbet and Joseph
Pilan & Co.; but instead of going to
these two and followirg the list, Mr.
Nixon at once wentto Mr. Wm. Robin-
son, because the former two had only
tendered for a portion of the work.
It would be observed that the adver.
tisement did not call for tenders for the
whole 165.000 ties en bloc, but for 5,000,
10,000 or 15,000 at a time. These
tenderers had complied with this notice,
and tendered for a part of the number.
Nevertheless, Mr. Nixon passed
these men by, and said he went te Mr.
Robinson and asked him: " Will you
furnish the ties and comply with yoUr
tender if we give you the contract for
the balance, deducting the amolunt
these two men had tendered for." Mr.
Robinson refused, and said ho wold
furnish the whole quantity or none.
The result was that, without applyini
to these two men, their tenders were
passed over, and the 10th or 11th tel-
der on the list was accepted.

MR. DYMOND : Will the hon gen-
tleman mention the total quantity sul
plied by Mr. Robinson, or tendered foi'
by MIr. Robinson,and the total quantitY
affected by the two previous tenders.

Ma. LANGEVIN said the hon. gen-
tleman would have an opportunity to
speak on this question. The facts
wore these :-tenders were called for,
not for 165,000 ties in a lump, but fOr
5,000 at a time, if offers were so made.
These two men with others tendered

[COMMO.-,\7-S.] Letting Contractîa



Ietting Contracts. 2259

for a quantity they could furnish at a
iower rate than Robinson; but Mr.
Nixon selected the latter, because ho
offered to furnish the whole quan-
tity. This was not a proper rea-
son to give for such a stop. The
two others might have gone
to trouble and expense in the matter,
and they should have been considered ;
but they were not even told that their
tenders were passed over. Instead of
going to Martin, and Charles and
Augustus Nolin, who offered to sell
10,000 each, they were passed over; but
when asked why ho (Mr. Nixon) passed
them over and went at oice to Quigley,
who offered to furnish the whole, he
answered: "My instructions from
Ottawa were to give it to this man, if
he were the lowest." What was
behind the scenes ? Mr. Nixon passed
over the others and went to Robinson,
and this was the improved system. He
did not for a moment say, to use the
words of the hon. the Minister of
Public Works, that this Government
had given out contracts corruptly,
because ho did not know that this was
the case, but ho did say that this was
the improved system of hon. gentlemen
opposite. And how could they in the
face of these facts-which represented
the system approved by those hon.
gentlemen, and what was done by
order of the hon. the Minister of Public
Works, because this advertisement was
tclegraphed from the office at Ottawa
toWinnipeg and Mr. Nixon-say any-
thmg about the system of their prede-
cessors. The whole thing was so done,
and how could hon. gentlemen find
fault with the late Government because
thjey sometimes had to go to the 3rd,4th,
ath, or 6th tenderer. lere was an ex-
ample. lere was a large con-
tract for 165,000 ties given to Mr.
Rtobinson at 45c. a tic, repre-Senting a very large sum of money.
1OW was it that this contract was
awarded by order of the hon. the Min-
bstcr of Public Works without a deposit
being required, and without asking for
a deposit of $ 1,000, $2,000 or $3,000,
without the 5 per cent deposit when
the contract was signed, and
vithout even calling for security
in the advertisement. The security
given was an after-thoüght. It ap-
Peared that Mr. Nixon himself thought
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of it, and telegraphed and obtained the
authorization or offer from Ottawa;
and if he had not done so, the whole
thing would have been concluded ac-
cording to the advertisement. The
supply of 165,000 tios was merely called
for, and the lowest tenderer was to
have it; and they saw how the lowest
obtained it. The ten parties who ten-
dered at lower rates than Mr. Robin-
son were passed over, and the 11th
accepted. It certainly, after this,
would not remain for the hon. gentle-
men opposite to say that the late Gov-
ernment followed a vicious system.
These hon. gentlemen had the benefit
of the experience of the working of the
old system, they found that it was do-
fective ; but what was their practice ?
This was the last example of how they
called for tenders, and of how tenders
were accepted, of how contracts were
awarded. He had other examples to
give in this relation from papers laid
before the House; but ho did not wish
to take up the time of the House any
longer. He had made out his case,
and ho left it under the consideration
of the louse.

MR. MACKENZIE said he was sorry
that the hon. gentleman had not pur-
sued the usual courtesy in letting him
know of his intention to bring this
matter up. In the first place, ho was
not present when Mr. Nixon was exa-
mined, and lie was utterly unable to
say a word as to the facts of the case
because he did not have the informa-
tion before him. All he knew was that
these tenders were asked for some time
after Parliament met, at a time when
they had reason to believe that the
Pembina Branch could be brouglht into
operation by means of the St. Paul and
Pacifie road which was to be finished ;
and the conclusion was arrived at, after
brief discussion with the engineers,
that it would be desirable to ask for
tenders for the ties, because the winter
was rapidly passing away. No time was
to be lost in getting these tenders in.
This accounted for the haste in tele-
graphing to Mr. Nixon to receive
tenders, and no doubt accounted for all
the rest. The hon. gentleman gave
this as an example of the systoin of the
Government in letting contracts. Wby,
if ho (Mr. Langevin) was logical in his
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argument, he would see that the system
was neglected in ihis particular in-
stance, as it used to be, in olden times.
It was because the system was not
observed that the difficulties the hon.
gentleman had alluded to, but of which
lie was not aware until be mentioned
them now, had arisen. With regard
to the general object of the attack, the
hon. gentleman had forgotten to men-
tion that le (Mr. Mackenzie) was eom-
pelled to speak on this sulject in
consequence of a very unfair attack
made on himself and the Government
hy his (Mr. Lanvegin's) late colleague.
He was replying to this statement.
Sir John A. Macdonald said :

" When there is money to be expended and
public works to be erected, iL is the duty of
the Governient to Eee thatthe most efficient
contractor should be got at the lowest price;
but they would see, if they looke3 at the
record of the contracts given out for the last
three years, that the principle-it was not
ouly a principle of honour and econoiny,
but the law of the land-that contracts
should be given to the lowest tenders, giving
the best possible security, had been broken
sysfematical]y and continuously."

He wished hon. gentlemen to observe
particularly the enphatic and almost
Lyperbolical language in w-hii the
hon. gentleman indulged:-

" The practice of the present Governinent
is to ask the first question con cerning a con-
tractor, 'low did lie vote at tie last
election?' A man night offer to uuild a
line of railway or a portiou of a canal at half
price, but if, by sone hocus pocus, he was
found to be a Conservative, althougli e was
the lowest tenderer, Mr. Mackenzie, the head
of the Governiient, would tell Mr. Mackenzie,
Minister of Public Works, the contract must
not be given to that man, but to another who
is true to the cause."

This w-as the offensive accusation le
was replying to, and le lad gone with
some detail into the matter. He had
stated, not merely in his pic-nic speech-
es, but in the louse last Session, and
had then given a statement to show
that the system the prescnt Govern-
ment had inaugurated lad resulted in
a much larger number of the lowest
tenders receiving contracts than under
the old system previously in operation.
He might have gone further to show
that instead of the Government giving
contracts to their own political friends,
it resulted in their political opponents

MB. MACKENZIl.

getting thein. Take the last six con-
tracts on the Welland Canal. Every
one of them, but one, were given to his
political opponents; and he was in-
formed that even in that one case, one
of the firm was a political opponent.
lHe had endeavoured to show that it
vas impossible that they could have
acted from such a consideration. So
much for that. Then with regard to
the table which the hon. gentleman had
read, to show that under the new sys.
tem the prices bad increased, instead of
decreac-ed, The hon. gentleman must
remember that he had been taking the
lowest tender under the late Govern-
ment, while under the present Govern-
ment be had been taking the lowest
accepted tenders and contract, nnd put
it into opposition to the lowest tender.
A coutractor might be very low, but
quite insufficient. One of the lowest
tenders, for instance, in letting a con-
tract in 1873, was Cross & Co., a firm
he was quite sure the hon. gentleman
would not himself have given a con-
tract to, but they were very much lower
than anyone else ; and so the bon. gen-
tleman would find in all lettings of con-
tracts, that some of the parties would
tender, especially under the old system
where no deposit was required, were
utterly unable to undertako the work.
Stipposing the work to be let to those
parties tendering under such circum-
stances,the resuilt would be that the work
would proceed for a time and then bc
practically abandoned. There was an
instance of this kind not very far from
this city, where he was compelled to
devote the small remaining portion of
the 10 per cent. in his hands to pay
the workmen, and a great portion, if
not all, of the work would have to be
re-let. Under the old system the work
cost more than it did when parties pro-
vided ample security at the beginning,
and the result of the system which
forfeited no security could thus be seen,
as this contract would cost, no doubt,
a very much larger sum now than if
it had been let to parties who would
have given ample security at the
beginning. This was a fair sample of
the old system. There were quite a
number of contracts on the InterColo-
nial Railway fbr which hon. gentle-
men opposite came down and asked
sums varying from $40,000 to $60,000
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10 supplement the contracts, and yet
the prices upon which they gave these
tenders would ho cited as evidence that
these were lower than those which
were at present accepted, which would
ho manifestly incorrect. Some con-
tracts given on the Intercolonial Rail-
way cost from $120,000 to $350,000
more than what they were let for, be-
fore they could be finished by the
Government. Thon the hon, gentle-
man contrasted the prices under certain
contracts on the Welland Canal, for-
merly and at present. This was mani-
festly unfair, unless the circunstances
were precisely the same. Some of the
latter contracts, f5r instance, were at
points where the water and the land
on the new cut joined, and much of
this excavation would be made under
difficult circumstances where the prices
could not possibly be reduced so low
as they otherwise would b; as, for
instance, on the face of the hill
between St. Catherines and Thorold,
where difficulty was experienced
on account of the water, owing to the
long dry ridge at this point. Certainly
it would be very much easier to make
the excavations there than at the
other places. All these matters must
be taken into consideration in contract-
ing prices, and he was unable, not
having the papers beforo him, to in-
stitute a comparison in any way. If
even one day's notice had been given
ho would have thought that this was
no more than ought to have been done,
and then he would have been in a po-
sition to refer to the instances given.
le did not say that the hon. gentle-
man misquoted any of these instances
at all, but ho might have quoted more-
]y the figures and particulars which
suited him. On a former occasion an
hon. gentleman opposite had stated
th;it very good care would be taken
that none of the sums paid by political
friends would be forfeited-he thought
that the hon. member for Kingston
had said this-and that some excuse
would be found to pay back these
amnounts. The hon. gentleman would
filnd that where parties refused to
proceed with contracts where they
Ire the lowest tenderers, that

they were dealt with without re-
ference to their political proclivities.
Three parties, indeed, had to forfeit

oach $1,000 deposit, One of these was
the firm of Brown & Co., of Inger-
sol who were well known in that
district, he believed,as Reformers. They
refused to proceed with the contract
after it was awarded to them, they be-
ing the lowest tenderers, and their
$ 1,000 was forfeited. Another case was
that of Adam Oliver & Co., also well-
known political friends. They re-
fused to proceed with the contract, and
forfeited their $1,000. Another in-
stance was that of Macdonald & Kane,
where the 8 1,000 was forfeited for
their refusing to proceed with the con-
tract for section 15, Pacifie Railway,
which had been under discussion that
morning in another place. The only
instance where any one escaped, that
he was aware of, was in the case of a
contract on the Lachine Canal, where
the Secretary of the Department paid
the money back- under a mistake, and
but for this, it certainly would have
been forfeited also. It would be seen,
therefore, that ho had always acted
with the utmost possible impartiality
in giving out these contracts. Sup-
posing the hon gentleman should be
right-he did not say whether ho was
right or wrong. as ho had not had an
opportunity of comparing the figures
-in his assertion that the system of
requiring money or landed security
had operated so as to raise the price
somewhat; even if that were so, it
operated in securing to them the com-
pletion of the works without further
cost. There was a case the other day.
The mason (Mr. Lyons) who had one
of the contracts on the Lachine Canal
failed. They had been pursuing the
habit, unknown to the Government, of
sub-letting their work, and one of the
sub-contractors, who had the greatest
portion of the work, absconded with
the greater portion of the last esti-
mate paid to Lyons & Co. Under the
law of Lower Canada, the proprietors
of works to be executed under contract
had a right to pay the workmen. No
such right existed in any other Pro-
vince that ho was aware of. Under
the operation of the Local law, as ad-
vised by the Minister of Justice, ho
was authorised to use the money due
to the contractors for this purpose, and
the sum of $8,000 or $9,000 was paid
to the workmen under that arrange-
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ment. They found out, on enquiry,
that somewhere between $15,000 and
$20,000 were due to the workmen on
Messrs. Lyons & Co.'s contract.
They had about $16,000 of the money
of the Company in their hands, and, in
addition available security for $14,500,
and they would be able, in consequence
of having exacted that kind of secur-
ity, to pay the vhole amount due to
the workingmen, and have several
thousands of dollars over, which
would enable them to meet
any possible loss in reletting the work.
This was an instance where the system
had operated most beneficially, both in
the interests of the public and the in-
terests of the workingmen. He had
given last year in the House, in reply
to a statement made by the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston in one of his pic-nic
speeches during the previous summer,
the results of a tabulated statement,
prepared in the department, to show
that under their system what the hon.
gentleman deprecated most was not
correct, and that the contracts had
reached the lowest tenderers to an
amount immensely preponderating
what took place under the hon. gentle-
man's Administration. He had given
that as a triumphant proof of the
superiority of the system, as well as of
the strict impartiality of the Depart-
ment. [le might have occasionbefore
the House rose, to refer to the matter
again, as ho was not able now to refer
to the documents in question, which he
wished to sec in the first place.

MR. DYMOND said he had taken
the liberty to interrupt the hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Langevin) because be de-
sired to avoid trespassing on the time
of the House, or in the slightest degree
protracting a debate which had been
sprung upon them in a manner not
consistent with fairness to the Govern-
ment or the members generally. This
evidence was taken before the Public
Accounts Committee, and was heard
by hon. gentlemen who had the
privilege of being members of that
Committee; but it oeecupied 34 galleys,
and he did not believe that any
one member had yet had time
to read it carefully, much less
to read it with the care necessary t
anything like a ijus in or mere

Mn. MACKENZIE.

matters of detail. He only rose to
supply the omission made in the hon.
gentleman's speech to which he had
called attention. It was quite true
that Mr. Nixon, who appeared to him,
as ho listened to his evidence carefully,
to have exercised the greatest possible
prudence and caution with regard to
these contracts, had done nothing
of an important nature without refer-
ence to his chiefs, and that ho gave the
contract to Mr. ]Robinson at 44c.
per tie without first offering it to two
persons who had tendered previous to
Robinson, and whose tenders werc
lower than Robinson's. The whole
contract was for 165,000 ties; and the
total amount represented by the ten-
ders of these two persons who were
passed over, was 15,000 ties, an
amount insignificant in itself. The
result, however, of a contrary course
would have been this, assuming that
Mr. Robinson, as was distinctly stated
by Mr. Nixon, would have refused to
have taken the tender if it were divid-
ed, there would have been a consider-
able loss to the country owing to the
necessity that would then have been
imposed on Mr. Nixon of passing to
the next higher tenders. Had Nixon
taken these ties from Nesbet and Pilan,
he would have saved $700; but had he
thereby lost the offer of Mr. Robinson,
ho would have had to pay higher
prices aggregating $3,800. By refus-
ing therefore to break upon the con-
tract, by passing over these persons,
and by accepting Mr.Robinson's tender,
ho actually saved to the Government
and country, $3,100. This would be
found, on reference to the statement
laid before the Committee by Mr.
Nixon, of all the tenders, to be the ac-
tual result of such an operation, as
the hon. member for Charlevoix woUld
ho supposed have advised. He did not
think that it was fair or generous
on the part of the hon. gentleman to
conceal from the House the fact that
such was the evidence given before
the Committee. Tho evidence, he
thouglit, was unfairly made-he said
so with all respect and courtesy to the
hon. gentleman-to convey an impres'
sion to the House that for somne reason
or other not disclosed Mr. Nixon had
passed over certain lower tenders in1
o:ýder to favour Ar. Robinson. Hehad
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given the exact resuit of what would
bave been the case if Mr. Nixon had
accepted these two tenders and lost the
opportunity of purchasing the tics
iron Mr. Robinson. He would just
auote a very few passages from the
evidence itself in confirmation of what
le said. The hon. gentleman, in ex-
amirning this witness, put the followir.g
question :-

"1534. You say that Mr. Robinson would
not have accepted the contract if those two
tenders for the 5,000 each had been left out?

One was for 5,000 and the other for
10,000 ; and Mr. Nixon, Who was
under oath, averred:-

-That is correct.
"1535. And then you would have been

forced to go on to the next man ?-Yes ; he
was still higher than Robinson.

"1536. In the interest of the Government
you thought it better to accept at the 44c.
tender than taking the risk of paying for
5,000 some five or ten cents more ?-Cer-
tainly.

" 1537. In giving the contract for 165,000
at 44c., though you passed over these two
men, you saved the Government a consider-
able amount of money ?-Yee."

The hon. gentleman had alluded to the
course taken by Mr. Nixon with reter-
ence to the tender of Mr. Quigley, who
tendered for the whole quantity, but in
whose case the samo sort of complaint,
as the hon. gentleman put it, did not
apply. The hon. gentleman asked
whether, until ho reached Quigley's
tender, he had offered the contract to
al the other persons who were on the
list until Quigley was reached, and the
answer was, "Yes." 1 his was so
in the case of Quigley. Mr. Nixon had
nfot done what ho afterwards did in the
case of Robinson-pass over any
snaller tenders in order that ho might
give the contract to one person; but
that was explained in this way. The
hon. the Minister of the Inteiior put
this question:-

"1538. Was Quigley's tender for the whole
amount ?-Yes.

"e~. ~You consulted the parties between
l and Quigley, that were tenderers ?-

"15 0. Did you obtain Quigley's asent to
Your doing that ?-Yes.

"1541. So that Qaigley vas willing to
take the balance of the ties, deducting this
amcUnt, at the rate at which le had tenderedfor the whole ?-Yes."

The difference between the two cases
was this: Quigley was willing to take
his contract although his tender was
for the whole, allowing one or two
small tenders to have the benefit of
their offers, while Robinson was not
willing to do so; and, therefore, in
order that he might not lose the benefit
of IRobinson's tender, and be compelled
to give a higher price to those who
came after Robinson, Mr. Nixon de-
clined to give an order to the two par-
ties in question; this was the whole
story on which the fabrie of suggestion,
or suspicion, was founded by the hon.
me'mber. He did not think it would
be possible for any public official,
placed in the position of Mr. Nixon,
sent into a new country, surrounded by
a large number of persons of the class
of adventurers, himself ignorant of the
character of a large number of those
persons, and subject to aill the tricks,
traps and arts that might be brought to
bear upon him, to come out more cre-
ditably than Mr. Nixon had cane out in
the Committee. He (Mr. Dymond) did
not believe that anything had been
shown to have been donc by Mr. Nixon
which could be called in the slightest
degree criminal. He did not think that
more than one or two things had been
shown to have been donc which might
have been indiscreet, and he considered
that from first to last Mr. Nixon had
shown himself an honest man in the
position in which he had been placed.

Ma. PLUMB said that the momber
for North York, with characteristie
obtrusiveness and desire to thrust him-
self forward in all discussions, had
challenged a discussion in the case of
Mr. Nixon, the purvoyor, and the evi-
dence adduced in that case before the
Committee of Public Accounts. It
was utterly irrelevant to the matter
now under consideration, and but for
the untimely and irrelevant remarks
of the member for North York, it
would bave been left to corne up in
the proper course. It was, however,
necessary to ansver the member for
North York, and Mr. Nixon would
doubtless pray to be saved from his
officious friends when ho found himself
in the position in which they had
placed him. In respect to the im-
portant contract for 165,000 railway
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ties for the Pacifie ,Railway, between
Red River and Rat Portage, Mr.
Nixon advertised for tenders to be
opened on the 4th February, 1878, the
ties to be delivered in lots of not less
than 5,000, as follows: 74,000 at St.
Boniface; 90,000 at Rat River, and
30,000 at River Rousseau, and a limited
portion at intermediate points. The
advertisement did not state that the
tenderers would be required to give
security for the fulfilmentof their con-
tracts, nor were they required to de-
posit a sum as earnest-money before
their tenders could be considered; and
yet this practice had been adopted by
the Government and made a matter of
boasting in all the pic-fnic orations of
last summer by the First Minister
and others of his company, and it was
a course which it was eminently desir-
able for Mr. Nixon to adopt in this
case, if it was in any case. But he
did not ask for the deposit, nor did he
notify the tenderers by his ,dvertise-
ment that he would require them to
give security for the performance of
their contract in case their tenders
were. accepted. Thirty-four tenders
wero received, at prices ranging from
25c. up to 75c. for each tie. Upon
opening the tenders, he notified Mr.
Martin, who had tendered for the
whole at 25c. each, that his tender was
accepted. But Mr. Martin had mean-
while received an appointment from
the Department of the Interior as land
surveyor, and his letter coolly states
that,not being able to attend to both,that
is, to delivering the ties and surveying
Government lands, he begs to decline
Mr. Nixon's offer. le would have sup-
posed that it was his own offer, and
that, at least, a reason sbould
have been given that did not implicate
the Government, or that Mr. Martin's
appointment should have been very
promptly cancelled. Other parties,
whose tenders ranged from 25c. to
38c., declined to give security, except
Mr. Quigley, who tendered at 27c. for
the whole, and was prepared to give
security; but he wanted pay at the
rate of 90 per cent. on delivery of ties
on the line, and a proportionate amount
for those delivered on the bank of the
river, meaning, doubtless, Rat River
and Rousseau River. The Department
at Ottawa telographed, in reply to Mr.

MR. PL UMB.

Nixon: " No advance on ties in woods
or on rivers away from line." Now,
there is no ev idence that Quigley wanted
advances on ties delivered on rivers
away from the line, but his letter in
respect to the refusal of Nixon to give
him the contract expressly States: " As
you now officially inform me that no
percentage whatever will be paid for
ties on banks of river, I must respect.
fully decline to sign any contract
wanting that clause." It will be seen
that Quigley in this case, as he did in
all others, speaks of a river, and not of
rivers. In his evidenco Nixon covered
up this very questionable transaction.
Two of the tenders below the price at
which the contract was finally
awarded, 44c., were entirely over-
looked, and the contract was given to
Mr. Robinson, with the resuit of a dif-
ference of nearly $33,000 in the whole
amount. Mr. Nixon had stated that
he proposed to reserve for two lower
tenderers 10,000 and 5,000 ties, and to
give Mr. Robinson the rest. Mr.
Robinson very naturally said ho would
not permit that. Mr. Nixon, as he
(Mr. Plumb) thought, without doing
his duty, permitted Mr. Robinson
to dictate to him, and gave hin
the whole contract at 44c. It might
be said that Mr. Robinson insisted
on delivering the whole, and that
if the contract had not been given to
him, it must have been given to somo
higher tenderer. The hon. gentleman
who had advanced an argument of that
kind had very little experience, or he
would not have presumed to suggest it
to the House. The duty of Mr. Nixon,
when be found that eleven of the ten.
derers had withdrawn, was to assume
that there was some collusion, and
that the Government was not gettinlg
fair-play, and ho should have adve'-
tized for other tenders. Itwas not sound
policy for the Government to give so
large a contract to one person. They
should have distributed the awards, if
possible, among those who had offered
to furnish 5,000 or 10,000 tics each).
It was evident that it was safer and
better to contract for 5,000 or 10,000
ties each, with many persons, than
with one for the whole. It would have
given employment and aid to many
persons who were entitled to considera-

tion-poor men who could not afford
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to monopolize the whole contract-
and he (Mr. Plumb) undertook to say
that no contractor, looking after bis
own interest, would have accepted
Robinson's tender. The House bad
been, just now, told that this ingenious
gentleman, Mr. Nixon, was inexperi-
enced and ignorant, that tricks and
traps and arts were used by the sharp-
dealers in the North-West to beguile
his youthful innocence. Unless Mr.
Nixon was well prepared to meet any
trick, or trap, or art, he (Mr. Plumb)
was very much deceived. Ir fact, he
had shown a cheerful readiness to go
out of bis way to fall into the traps.
In his examination, be had been aided
by the interposition of the hon. mem-
ber for North York (Mr. Dymond), the
hon. member for East Elgin (Mr.
Macdougall) and the hon. the Minister
of Finance.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: When did I
interpose ?

MR. PLUMB said the hon. gentle-
man interposed to help Mr. Nixon out
of a very embarrassing position. Mr.
Nixon was asked by the hon. member
for Frontenac (Mr. Kirkpatrick)
whether he owned any property, or
had bought any land in Winnipeg.
Mr. Nixon, after much hesitation,
was able to remember that lie bad
purchased a lot in Winnipeg,
and ho was asked what it was
used for. He said for a Tem-
perance Hall. Then lie was asked if
he had any other lands there. He
hesitated again, and then said: " Yes;
I have bought some Half-Breed script
from Mr. Bannatyne." Dead silence.
Again bis (Mr. Plumb's) friend asked
him: "Have you any other property ?"
lie said: " Yes; I remem ber now, I
bought a house and lot from Mr. Ban-
fnatyne." " What did you pay hin ?"
" Fifteen bundred dollars; but I laid
Out $400 in repairs." le was very
anxious to get that in. " How did you
pay him ?" Il gave $500 in cash, and
gave him a mortgage for the remainder,
?1000." " What bas been done
with the building ?" " It is rented to
the Government." " Your name does
nOt figure in the Public Accounts ?""No." "Whose name does the trans-
action appear in ?" "Mr. Strang's."
"Who is he ?" "Mr. Bannatyne's

head clork." " What rent is paid for
it ?" "$430 a year ;" so that $430 a
year is paid as rental for a property
which cost $1,50'. That was rather
embarrassing. Even Mr. Nixon,.
though he had a cast-iron countenance,
lookod a little embarrassed. Ther,
the Finance Minister said: " What is
the rate of interest in Manitoba ?"
Nixon's face brightened up, like an old
bat in a shower of rain, and he said
that the rate of interest in Manitoba
was from 15J to 17 per cent. on gilt-
edged paper; so that the amount paid
was only 7 or 8 per cent. too high',
according to that. However, bis (Mr..
Plumb's) cruel friend, the member for
Frontenac, asked: 4 What rate of in-
test do you pay Mr. Bannatyne on ihat
mortgage ?" And Mr. Nixon said:
"Only 6 per cent., Sir. I refused to
bey on any other ternis." So that de-
stroyed the pretty little theory of the
Finance Minister. He contradicted
the statement of bis bon. friend as to
the straightforward and bonest testi-
mony of the purveyor; and the First
Minister himself had indicated to the
Committee that ho was not satisfied
with the system pursued in the North-
West. If, as the hon. gentleman had
said, Mr. Nixon was so innocent, and
had to meet these tricks and traps
which wore spread for him, he (Mr.
Plumb) repeated that the purveyor-
certainly had the most fatal faculty
for falling into those traps. On his
very first appearance at Winnipeg, lie
was found cheek by jowl with one of
the contractors, with whom he after-
wards dealt largely for supplies. He
went to bis house and lived there, free
of charge, for about five months, or
thereabouts, and, in the course of the
long winter evenings, the worthy
trader must have found out from the-
innocent gentleman what he was going
to do; and ho could very well afford to
give Mr. Nixon his board for five
months, for which long afterwards ho
claims to have paid by a present of a
lot of Brummagen knives and forks.
The astute trader also gave Mr. Nixon
a cutter. "But," said Mr. Nixon,
'I paid him a cheqaeo for
$125 for it." Then ho was
asked whether that cheque had
been cashed at the bank. "No," he
said, " Mr. Sutherland gave it back to.
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my wife," and he was so indignant
with Mr. Sutherland that he let bis
wife keop it-pocketed the insult in
fact. He afterwards tumbled neck and
heels into the trap of Mr. Bannatyne, a
member of Parliament, with whom lie
had Government dealings to the extent
of thousands of dollars, who was known
to be so dealing with the Government
by the authorities at Ottawa. Still
they did not lift up their voices to
prevent Mr. Nixon from dealing with
him. Mr. Bannatyne was sitting and
voting in Parliament two years while
his large dealings with Mr. Nixon were
going on, and is now absent because he
is afraid of being prosecuted and dares
not take his seat. When Mr. Suther-
land, the hospitable gentleman who
boarded Mr. Nixon without charge for
five months,gave the Government an in-
ferior kind of coffee, how could Nixon
interfere, he had Sutherland's food in
his stomacb. He had stated that he
did not know that the coffee delivered
was not worth the price paid; but we
asked him whether he had inspected
the coffee or not. Mr. Nixon was an
orator and he made a speech, and thon
he made another speech, at the end of
which lie said he could not remember,
but he could not say he did not, and we
rested there because he was rather a
slippery witness. le (Mr. Plumb)
asked him if ho knew one O'Donnell
who was employed by Sutherland to
deliver goods. Nixon said, "Yes." He
(Mr. Plumb) asked him if Mr.
O'Donnell had told him the coffee was
bad. Nixon could not remember, but
he could not say he had not been so
told, and that was pretty good evidence
against him, because if he could have
denied it he would have done so. He
vas very glib of tongue and very ready

of speech on his own defence. Another
case more glaring than this was that of
a beef contract by which there appears
to have been a loss of $4,000. The
purveyor was advised that Mr. DeMers,
a large cattle trader who lived in
Montana had gone to Ottawa in Octo-
ber, 1876, and offered to supply beef to
the Government at certain prices. He
stipulated that this offer should be open
till the first of March. For somo rea-
son or other the purveyor at Winnipeg
seemed not to have been notifio of this
till the first of May, 1877. Thon he

MR. PLUon.

advertised for tenders for beef to be
delivered at certain periods in the
North-West. Mr. DeMers referred to
two gentlemen at Winnipeg,with whon
ho requested the Government to com-
municate on his behalf, Mr. Royal and
Mr. Gouin. Mr. Nixon advertised on
May lst, 1877, for tenders to be
awarded at the end of ten days; and
when these tenders wore ad vertised for,
Mr. Gouin said he had no doubt Mr.
DeMers would furnish the beef upon-
the terms stated in his previous tender,
that ho did not like to bind him but
that he would communicate with hirn;
lie supposed his residence to be within
25 miles of a telegraph station in
Montana, to which he sent a des-
patch. Mr. Nixon said he would
give him two days to get an answer.
The two days expired and two
days more were given, altogether
twelve days time was given him.

MR. DYMOND: Fourteen days.

MR. PLUMB: Very well, fourteen
days ; take any time you like. No
tidings came back from Mr. DeMers;
no attempt seems to have been made by
Mr. Nixon to ascertain the cause, and
the contract was thon awarded to Mr.
McKay, at 12-c. a pound, on the
24th of May, and next day a telegran
was received from DeMers renewing
his offer of eight cents a pound. le
lived 125 miles from the telegraph
station instead of twenty-five miles.
Nixon could have ascertained this at
Winnipeg, and, doubtless, would have
done so, if he had been interested in
saving the Government money. But
ho dodged our questions in the niost
artful way, and actually said ho had
saved the Government $3,000 or $4,000
by avarding the contract to Mr.
McKay. Mr. DeMers, ho stated, only
intended to deliver slaughtered
beef at Edmonton and points south of
Edmonton, and for other points, the
offer was for beef on the hoof, at double
the prico. He was asked why ho did
not wait, and ho said ho was tolI that
Mr. D Mers'place of residenco w oIIlY
twenty-five miles away frim a tele-
graph station, and that he hai given
hiim time enough. It turne out, as I
have stated that it was 125 miles from
a te!egraph station. That a carrier
was sont to him, and that he replied
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iinediately that he would accept the
contract at eight cents per pound ;
but in hie meantine the contract was
aýwarded. Mr. Nixon made a very lame
story about Mr. DeMers having offered
only to deliver slaughtered beef at a
certain point. It could make very
liitle difference to him whether he
drove cattle 150 miles or more, one
way or the other. A good many of the
points were south-east of that specified,
and the delivery from Montana could
not have been more expensive there
than at Edmonton; besides Mr. DeMers
stated that ho was willing to deliver
the slaughtered beef at the points re-
quired. Mr. Nixon very artfully stated
that ho had " no tender from Mr. De-
Mers for a supply of slaughtcred beef,
good, bad or indifferent, for any point
east of Edmonton, and he wanted it
rowhere else," " that the price of
slaughtered beef is mentioned, at only
live weight." Mr. DeMers, himself,
bas contradicted the first position.
Now for the other. Will it be believed
that the following statement was made
by Mr. Nixon, and is recorded in his
evidence, answer 1136 ; ho is reading
from DeMers letter to the Department.
"I will undertake to deliver in the
"course of the summer first class stock
"cattle, durham breed, such as milch
"cows, bulls and working oxen, at the
"following places, for the figure op-
" posite each respective place,
" Edmonton...... 4 cents live weight.
" Battle River ... 4 "l "g "C
" Pitt. ....... 5
McLeod...... 3Ï " " "
Qu'Appelle.... 7 " ". "

Winnipeg.... 8 " " c"
Mr. Nixon thon stated that these prices
must be more than doubled to give the
pnrlce of dressed beef, and, therefore, ho
wvished the Commissioners to believe
that ho had saved money by awarding
the contract to McKay. Now, what

ell he thought of the innocence of the
Worthy purveyor, when the fact is
sated that this offer was not for beef

for slaughter, and that Mr. Nixon
om-itted to state that it was an entirely
1stifletoffer fromi that for dressed beet,

and that it was for cattle for an entirely
fferentx purpose, namely, for farma

'tock, and that accidentally, of course,
he Omitted to read the next sentence

Mr. DeMers letter, whieh is as

" I beg respectfully to call your attention
to the fàct that, in most cases, cattle shipped
for butchers' shops can -be sold at a figure
below the price obtained for cattle selected
for stocking a trn, in which case the breed,
age, soundness, and working quality are ex-
clusively taken into consideration. The
above schedule is made in that view."

Throughout a searching examination,
Mr. Nixon pertinaciously insisted upon
bringing forward this last offer of
DeMers as one with which to compare
and justify bis very questionable, and,
to bis (iMr. Plumb's) mind, his wholly
unjustifiable course in giving out the
beef contractat 121c. to McKay, when
it was probable, gnd afterwards be-
came certain, that DeMers would fur-
nish it at 8c. a pound, at the points
and at the periods required. He must
have kznown that the beef could be fur-
nished as cheap in summer as in
winter-cheaper, in faet. But he was
sustained and protected and defended
by the ready interference of many
members of the Committee; but at last
ho was effectually cornered, and being
asked if the offer in question, upon
which all his defence had been made,
was an offer for cattle for slaughter
purposes, ho answered: "No, it is
not," and with this answer on record
and its context, M1r. Nixon's virtue as
a faithful public agent may be left to
the public judgment. This innocent,
intelligent and careful purveyor had
tried to hoodwink the Committee in
regard to this imatter; and the hon.

omber for North York had, at the last
moment, endeavoured to stifle the dis-
cassion.

Ma. DYMOND: That statenent is
wholly untrue.

MR. SPEAKER: I think the hon.
member is out of order when he
charges any hon. nember with en-
deavouring to stifle discussion.

MR. PLUMB: Then, of course, I
take that back, but the hon. gentle-
man's interruptions Lad the effect of
doing so.

MR. DYMOND: I submit that while
it may be in order to discuss evidenco
laid tefore this louse. it is not in order
to discuss the conduet. actions or bear-
ing of any member of this Ilouse be-
fore a committee, unless that is
torrm aly subinîtted by the committee.
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Sr JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is ouite true, but it is quite in order to
state that the effect of the mode in
which an examination was conducted
was to stifle the discussion, no matter
how it was done.

Ma. BLAKE said it was in order to
state the effect of interruptions, but it
was entirely out of order to state what
members of the Committee did, and
would evoke an interminable discus-
ýion. The hon. gentleman could
argue from the " galley " and not
Leyond it.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the interruptions and the mode of
putting the questions and the mode
of objecting all appeared on the
record.

Ma. SPEAKER: I do not think the
hon. gentleman can depart from the
record itself. He cannot supplement
it.

MR. MACKENZIE said he bad taken
no part in that examination. He had
not been aware of anything wrong in
the conduct of Mr. Nixon, but he had
felt bound to read all the evidence and
judge Mr. Nixon fairly upon the evi-
dence, with such further investigation
as the Government thought proper to
institute; and be doubted extremely
the propriety of discussing in this
way, almost as a party matter, the
question whether Mr. Nixon had or
had not performed Lis duty properly.
It was not conducive to the ends of
jusLice or fair to the person accused.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD : I
understand from the Prime Minister
that the hon. member for North York
(Mr. Dymond) was not stating the
sentiments of the Government in his
laboured panegyrie of Mr. Nixon.

Ma. MACKENZIE: No man acts as
the amanuensis of the Government as
far as I am coneerned. He had passed
no opinion whatever, nor could ho
have done so. The hon. member for
North York had a right to express bis
own opinions. He (Mr. Mackenzie)
was not in a position to express an
opinion, as he had not heard out this
investigation, knowing that it would
be taken down in shoithand.

Ma. PLUMB said the First Minister
having, as usual, interpolated a speech

MR. DYMoND.

by way of interrupting his (Mr.
Plumb's) argument. le must again
state to the House that the hon. membe
for North York had chosen, by his eulo-
gium upon Mr. Nixon, to place those
who took an active part in the Co-
mittee of Public Accounts, upon the
enquiry into the expenditure of the
purveyor, in a position which had
compelled him (Mr. Plumb) reluctant-
ly to say what he should not otherwise
have thought it timely to say. Mr.
Nixon might thank the zealous men-
ber for North York for having stirred
up the affair which otherwise might
have been let alone. He (Mr. Plumb)
Lad not sought this discussion, was
not prepared for it, and had not the
slightest idea that it would have been
brought Up now, or of entering into it,
until the hon. member for North YoIk
rose in his place and uttered a panegy-
rie on Mr. Nixon, which would be
scarcely justified by the very ques-
tionable position in which that officer
was placed by the evidence before the
House. He (Mr. Plumb) did not
desire to discourage Mr. Nixon. If he
was in fault, the Government had been
gravely in fault also in permitting
him to carry on so loose a system, as
upon Lis own showing he had carried
on in their behalf and with their con-
currence. Almost every transaction
entered into was not such a one as
any man would have entered into, who
Lad bis own money at stake. 11e was
dealing, without contracts or tenders,
everywhere. He did not cal for ten-
ders or security in his dealings witl
responsible merchants. Yet ho gave
Bannatyne's clerk, Mr. Strang, largo
contracts without reflectimg,as lie stateS,
whother the goods belongcd to himl o0
not. le gave contracts to Bannatye'
father-in-law, an old gentleman of over
eighty years of age, long past active life-
The supplies came from Bannatyne 1
store, and innocent Mr. Nixon could not
say that there was any connection be-
tween Bannatyne and that venerable
contractor. He bought goods in absurdly
small quantities for the supplies of the
Mounted Police. The reason ho gave
was that he could not get the specin-
cations before the goods were wanted.
That was in 1875, when lie first went
up. But the same system was col
tinued in 1876 to 1877. No doub!,
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wvhen the Minister of the Interior
visited Manitoba, he saw it was not a

propor way of doing business, and had
t changed. So much for the daub of

whitewash with which the member for
Norti York has made his client rather

painfully conspicûous. With regard
:o the general question of contracts, he
(Ur. Plumb) would say that there had
ion as yet no evjdence to prove that
any benefit was derived from demand-
ing a thousand dollars security fro-n
the tenderer before his tender could be
considered by the Department of Pub-
lie Works. The hon. member foi
Charlevoix had shown conclus.ively
that the claim made by the lion. the
First Minister with respect to the
relorms of the present Government in
the system of letting contracts, and
their advantageous results, were not
,supported by facts; and that the
laboured comparisons which had been
idduced by the First Minister between

his systom and that of the late Govern-
ment, had been conclusively shown by
the hon. member for Charlevoix, who
I)ole by authority, as the First Minis-
ter's predecessor, to have been untir
:nd unwarranted.

31a. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
aiïi lie did not intgnd to discuss the
engthy evidence adduccd before the
Uommittee ; as had already been stat-

this was not an opportune time to
1o so. The hon. member for Niagara,
Vith the courtesy which usually charac

:erized him, had seon fit to accuse him
(,Ur. Macdougall) of having aided in

hiding enquiry before said Committee;
and the right hon. gentleman who led
the Opposition, assumed that the state-
ment was correct. He (Mr.Macdougall)
Scgged to differ from both hon. gentle-
men; he begged to submit that this
,vas a statement whieh required evi-
dence to sustain it, and if this were
the proper time and place for discuss-
ig that question, he thought the pro-
POition le was about to enunciate
vould be ably sustained. The Nixon
mvesti gation lasted several days,during
.hich the fullest opportunity had been

given for a thorough examination of
thesubject. Mr. Nixon was examined
at Considerable length, and every facili-

was given to obtain the fullest ex-
lanations. He (Mr.j Macdougall)

could not understand why the hon.
menber for Niagara had accused him
and the hon. member for North York
of having aided in stifling enquiry.
The only interruption to the hon.
member for Niagara which ho
(Mr. Macdougall) could remomber was,
whon the hon gentlemen proposed a
question so long, and involved and
indirect, that ho (Mr. Macdoug fll) and
the hon member for biorth York felt
bound to corne to his assistance and
help him to formnulate his question in
an intelligible state, in order to obtain
an intelligible reply. The thanks
which theynowreceived for their labour,
in that case a labour of love, was the
accusation that it was dono to stifle en-
quiry. He believed the members of
the Committee would agree with him
that there was no desire to interrupt
nor to stifle enquiry ; in fact, there was
no occasion to do so, The only desire
was to ascertain whether there was
any ground for the accusation that
there were irregularities on the man-
agement of public affairs in the North-
West, and that Mr. Nixon had contri-
buted to those irregularities, 'At the
saine time, ho (Mr, Macdougall) felt
it his duty, as others felt it theirs, to
sec that no unfhir advantage was taken
of the witness, to see that he received
the protection to which ho was en-
titled, frorm the members of the Com-
nittee, in the position he occupied,
which could be done without the
slightest detriment to the fullest inves-
tigation. le was quite sure the hon
gentleman would see on reflection, that
his statement was un-allod for. With
regard to Mr. DoMers' contract, of
which hon. gentlemen lad spoken,
it appeared fron Mr. Bowen's letter,
which was read by the witness and
placed on record, that the witness,
Mr. Nixon, had no other information
than that givon by Bowen that DeMers
lived some twenty-five miles away. It
would have been but fair for the hon.
gentleman to have stated that the ten-
ders asked for dressed beef and not live
beef; and that Mr. DeMers had not
sent any tender, but had made an offer
to supply live beef. The difference
between the two was that dressed beef
coDst twice as much as live beef. Fur-
ther, the evidence showed there was a
small difference in favour of the McKay
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contract, as compared with the DeMers
offer, in case purchases bad been made
of these cattle ; and, again, these cattle,
even if Mr. Nixon had purchased them,
would have had to be fed before being
slauglitered. What was required at
that time was dressed beef; and several
of the places mentioned by DeMers
were not those where it was required
the beef should be delivered. On refer.
ring to Mr. DeMers letter, it would be
found that he stated there was no use
in waiting any longer. In the evidence,
with respect to this contract, it led to
the conclusion that Mr. Nixon had done
all he possibly could to get the beef at
as low a price as possible, under the
circumstances, and had made as good
a bargain as could bave been made.
le (Mr. Macdougall) had endeavoured
throughout, to act impartially in the
matter, neither to unduly favour Mr.
Nixon nor to do him any injustice, but
to see that he had an opportunity of
answering the questions f airly, and that
the questions were put to him in a
proper state, so that a definite conclu-
sion could be arrived at by the Com-
mittee.

Ma. ORTON said he wished to make
a few remarks conccrning the ties
contract, which had excited a great
deal of discussion in the riding whieh
he bad the bonour to represent. This
contract had been let to Mr. Robinson,
a brother of the gentleman who, after
a great deal of persuasion, had taken
the lead, in the forlorn hope in that
Riding, on behalf of the Government.
Publie rumour, which, of course, was
not always correct, had it that Govern-
ment contractors were in the habit of
contributing largely to election funds
on behalf of the Government ; that
large sums of muoney had been expend-
ed during the recent elections for this
House, supplied by those contractors,
aLnd that they had also subscribed very
largely towards the elections now
coming on in Quebee. Whether those
rumours had any founidation or not, it
was highly important in the interests
of the publie that a close investigation
should be held with regard to the
mode of allotting public contracts.
There certainly scemed to be grave
reason for suspicion when a contract
was given out for 165,000 ties, the dif-

MR. MACDOUGALL.

ference between the contract price and
the lowest tender being $31,000, and
that this lowest tenderer had been
given a Government position to get
him out of the way; and, when it was
further found that the next tenderer,
Mr. Quigley, had tendered at 27c., his
tender and the one accepted being
$27,500.The total amount to be received
by Mr. Robinson for this contract was
something over $72,000, The contract
was let to Mr. Robinson without any
adequate reason, at $27,500 higher
than Mr. Quigley's tender, although
Mr. Quigley was prepared to give the
necessary security, the only reason for
his non-acceptance of the contract
being that Mr. Nixon refused to make
monthly payments so as to enable him
to fulfil his contract with less financial
difficulty.

MR. MACKENZ[E: That cannot be
so. I would like the hon. gentleman
to rend the part which said he was re-
fused monthly payments.

MR. ORTON said he took bis infbr-
mation from an extract from a paper
in the interests of the Government.
Not being a member of the Publie
Aceounts Committee, he had not an
opportunity of looking carefully over
the report.

MR. MACKENZIE: The statement
is not correct.

MR. ORTON said he would quote
from the Fergus .News Record, whici
supported the Government in bis Rid-
ing. A report of the evidence before
the Public Accounts Committee with
regard to this contract, in that paper,
stated that Mr. Quigley refused to «-
cept unless on the basis of monthix'
paynents for the ties delivered on the
banks of the river. lIe was informed
this could not be donc, and deelined
to accept the contract. There did not
seem to be any adequate reason givel
why Mr. Quigley was not given thamt
contract on the basis he desired. When
such a large amount, no less than
$27,508, of public money was at stake
when such carelessness and reckle'
ness, if no more,were seen in the letting
of contracts, there was grave reaOln
for the public'rumours to which he had
referred.
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MR. MACDOUGALL said that the
evidence proved that the reason that
Mr. Quigley refused was because he
would not be paid for the ties in the
woods, but only when delivered at the
proper places.

MR. ORTON said ho thought lie liad,
at any rate, shown there had been
great carelessness and a great wrong
done with regard to the letting of this
contract. It had been charged by
newspapers in his county that it had
been done for the purpose of giving
couragre to his opponent. Of course
these rumours might be without found-
ation, but when se large a sum of
money was given to Mr. Robinson over
and above the other tenders, one
could not help thinking, to use a
vulgar expression, that " there must
be a nigger in the fence somewhore."
When the position which Mr. Nixon
took on another very memorable occas-
sion was recollected, when it was the
interest of the Reform Government in
Ontario to succeed at their elections,
when bis conduct in the township of
Proton was also recollected, and when
it was remembered that he was re-
warded for his signal services on that
occasion, by a lucrative appointment
in Manitoba, the suspicion could not
help arising that Mr. Nixon
might again deem it bis duty
to step out of the path of
bonesty and uprightness, in order
to favour a friend of the Government.
le (Mr. Orton) did not say that the
gentleman who now opposed him had
any interest in his brother's(Mr. Robin-
son's) contract. In fact, he stated he
had not, and he (M r. Orton) believed
the statement, because he considered
h:m an honourable man.

R. YOUNG said he thought the
hon. gentleman had gone a long way
to make a round-about attack on a
gentleman who had been brought out
against him in Centre Wellington.
Matters of that kind could very well
be left to the elections and not trouble
this House with them, particularly
when the hon. gentleman had proven
that he knew nothing whatever of the
subject which he had attempted to
dhscuss. He had never seen a more
gross exposure of ignorance than had
been made by the bon. gentleman.

The evidence taken before the Com.
mittee had been before the House for
several days.

MR. ORTON said he had not seen a
copy of it yet,

MR. YOUNG said if the evidence
had not been yet sent to the hon. gen-
tleman, it had, at any rate, appeared
in the publie newspapers two or three
weeks ago, and the hon. gentleman
had had ample opportunity to become
acquainted with the facts of the case
had he any desire to do so. He (Mr.
Young) did not intend to discuss this
matter at any particular length.
It was only fair to purveyor Nixon,
however, to say that he had been most
unfairly attacked on several points
by hon. gentlemen opposite; that, so
far as his contracts in connection with
ties and beef were concernied, the evi-
dence brought out before the Commit-
tee proved that he had exercised the
greatest care to make the best bargain
possible for the Government, and that
in not one single particular had be
been guilty of the slightest infraction
of duty in letting out these contracts.
With regard to the contract for ties,.
ho advertised for contracts in the
usual way. Thirty-three persons ten-
dered for the supply ofthose ties. Mr.
Nixon offered the contract to ene after
another of the lowest tenderers, and, in
every case, they refused to accept it at
the prices at which they had tendered,
for the simple reason that in nearly all
those cases they had tendered at from
33½ to 50 per cent. below what it was
possible to supply the tics for at the
points where they were required. lie
then came down to the three tenders
already referred to by other speakers,
after passing over eight. The first of
these three tenders was John Nesbitt,
who tendered for 10,000 ties at 39c.;
the next was Joseph Pilan and Pierre
St. Germain fer 5,000 tics at 40e.
These gentlemen had tendered for
15,000 eut of the 165,000 ties. Mr.
Nixon did not know exactly where
their residences were. He wentt the
next tenderer, Mr. Robinson,
who had offered to supply
the whole 165,000 tons. and offered hiM
the contract, less these 15,000 tics
which he intended to give to those who
had tendered for them ai a slightly lower
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rate. Mr. Robinson replied that if he did
not get the whole contract, he would
withdraw bis tender. He (Mr. Young)
<laimed that Mr. Nixon acted like a
man possessod of common sense, when
he agreed to accept the tender for the
whole amount, the difference being so
slight on the smalle: tenders. lad he
acceptcd the tenders of those gentle-
men for the 15,000 tics, and they had
Leen willing te carry them out, of
which there wss no evidence. ho might
have failed in letting the contract for
the balance, at as low a price as Mr.
Robinson had tendered at, and have
caised the country to lose, instead of
several hundred, several thousand dol-
lars. The bon. gentleman, in bis de-
sire to help himself in his constituency
end to make a round-about attack on
his opponent, had undertaken to repre-
sent that a Mr. Quigley had been
passed over in order to favour Mr, Rob-
inson, who had obtained the contract,
and was a brother of bis political oppo-
nent. If the hon. gentleman had
studied the matter thoroughly and had
looked into the evidence, ho would
have found that Mr. Nixon had
given the reason wby 1r. Quigley
did not get the contract, and bad
produced a letter from that gentleman,
in %vhich. he refused to take it.
The following was a letter written by
Mr. Quigley:-

"\W1xNIreG, MANITOB,
"18th February 1878. f

DEAR SIR,-I beg respectfully to inform
you that I am prepared to fulfil all the con-
ditions demandei for the due fulfilment of
the contract for supplying 165,000 railway
ties as tendered for by me.

' I would now respectfully ask, on my
part, that a clause be inserted in the con-
tract, in accordance with your verbal ex-
pressions, and as understood by me, viz :
that payments be made rnonthly at the rate
of 90 per cent. on all delivered on the line,
and a proportionate percentage on all deliv-
<red on banks of river.

"I have the honour to be,
"Your obedient servant,

"(Signed) T. M. QUIGLEY,
Contractor,

"P. O. Box 230, Winnipeg.

" Taos. NixoN, Esq..
"Paymaster, C. P. R.,

"Winnipeg-"
MR. YOUNG.

Letting Contracts.

Now. Mr. Nixon clearly explained that
the contract called for would be de-
livered on the railway, and, to under.
take to pay for them while lying in
the woods, and on the banks of the
river was some thing which it was
quite impossible for the Department
to agree te. This made the thing an
entirely different matter altogether.
How was he to bring the ties from the
banks of the river and from al[ over
the country where they were located
te the line of railway, and this made
it impossible for Mr. Nixon to accept
a tender with this condition which Mr.
Quigley, alter ho tendered, desired
should be placed in it. The fact was
that in the very steps taken by Mr,
Nixon, it was clear that ho endeaxour-
ed to obtain the contraet at the lowest
price, that ho offered it to every one
who tendered at a low rate. and that
every one refused up te the tine
when he came to the tender of the
two persons he had mentioned; and
when he found that Mr. Robin-
son was not prepared to go on
with the contract unless ho received
the whole of it, ho acted in the
interests of the Government and of
common sense when he gave te Mr.
Robinson the whole contraet with re-
gard te the contract which was let
for the supply of beef in the North-
West. Mr. Nixon's contract was quite
clearly correct, as it was in the case of
the tics. The hon. member for
Niagara had referred to what he called
the tender sent in by Mr. Demers, for
the supply of beef at a lower rate, as
the hon. gentleman alleged, than Mr.
MacKay's tender, to whom the con-
tract was awarded. As a matter
of fact, Demers never put i n any ten-
der at all. No such tender at all was
before At[r. Nixon. Demers, it appear-
ed, was in Ottawa in the Fll of 1876,
and ho (Mr. Demers) wrote a letter to
the Department that ho was prepared
to supply beef for the use of Govern-
ment officers and mon in the North-
West at a ce-tain rate; but Mr. Nixon
never heard of this letter until after he
had asked for tenders in the North-
West. Mr. Nixon callei for tenders,
as would be seen in the evidence before
them, to be sent in for the supplY Of
this beef some time in the month Of
May last. On the 12th of OctOber
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previous, the Department here had
sent up this informai letter of Mr.
Deme:s to Mr. Provencher, the Indian
agent in the North-West, for bis con-
sideration. Mr. Nixon never heard or
knew anything about it until the 2nd
of May, a few days before the tenders
for the supply of beef were sont in.
What did Mr. Nixon do ? This letter
was really not a tender. It did not
comply with the conditions of the con-
tract as specified in the advertisement;
but so anxious was ho to get the beef
cheaper for the Government if he
could possibly do it, that ho
went to see two friends of
Demers in Winnipeg, by whose
assistance ho expected that ho mighit be
put in communication with Demers.
The result was that he tolegraphed to
Demers to know whether he was pre-
pared to supply dressed beef at 8cts.
a pound, at the places at which the
Goverrment wanted it; these friends
informed Mr. Nixon that Demers only
lived twenty-five miles from a tele-
graph office. Nixon at first said he
would give them two days to get a
reply, bis reason being that he wished
to hurry them up. The time for sup-
plying the beef was fast coming on,
and there was no time to be lost. No
answer came in two days and the
time was then extended to fourteen
days; and during this time Mr. Nixon
received no word whatsoever from
Demers with regard to the matter.
The result was that, as a matter of
course, ho was bound to go on and let
the contract. Plenty of time was
given in order to hear from Demers.
Mr. Nixon took every possible pre-
caution, ho had no tender before him
that called him to look into this matter
-but simply bis zeal in the Govern-
ment service, to get the beef at the
lowest rate, induced him to take these
means to see if Mr. Demers was pre-
pared to supply the beef at such a rate.
No tender or word having been re-
ceived from Demers, Mr. Nixon was
quite right in going on and .letting
the contract to the tenderers which ho
had before him. And to show the
Utter absurdity of the statement that
Nixon had overlooked Demers' tender,
and that loss had thus accrued to the
country, ho would mention the fact
that Dernera' letter, taken as it was,
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showed that it would have been not
cheaper, but dearer for the Go'ern-
ment, if Mr. Nixon had acted on the
letter as it appeared before him.

MR. KIRKPATRICK: Why did
Mr. Nixon accept that tender?

MR. YOUNG: H1e never did.
MR. KIRKPATRICK: Yes; a tele-

gram was sent and ho accepted it.
MR. YOUNG: No; but he telegraphed

to Mr. Demers to see if he would
supply dressed beef at 8ets. a pound,
not that ho would accept the tender.
Ho wanted to know if Demers was
prepared to carry out bis offer.

Mi. KIRKPATRICK: Here is the
telegram.

" WINNIPEG, 12th May, 1877.
"Your tender for dressed beef, made

October last, Ottawa, accepted to-day."

MR. CARTWRIGHT: Signed by
whom ?

MR. KIRKPATRICK: Gouin; who
says that this tender was thon ac-
cepted.

MR. YOUNG said that Mr. Nixon,
on oath before the Committee, swore,
and repeated the statement again and
again, that he did not telegraph accept-
ing Demers' offer, but that ho was
desirous of knowing whether Demers
would supply dressed beef at 8c. a
pound, which lis friends in the city said
ho would do. Mr. Nixon had no ten-
der to that effect; he had nothing
that ho could hold Demers to; and,
therefore, ho wished to know whether
Demers would confirm the state-
ment which his friends in Winni-
peg made; but no answer, as they
know, was received to bis application.
Taking Demers' letter bore, as a mat-
ter of fact, if Nixon had accepted the
offer it contained, and if Demers had
acted up to it, this would have cost the
Government more than even the ten-
der which was actually accepted. If
they read this letter carefully, they
would find that it did not undertake to
supply dressed beef at any point ex-
cept Edmonton and places south of it,
whereas ail the beef required there was
some 3,0001bs., while the great bulk of
the meat was required at points, in
some cases, about 1,000 miles further
west.
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3MR. KIRKPATRICK:
Domers' statement:-
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This is

"XWINNIPEG, MANITOBA, .3 lot Aug., 1877.

I went to Ottawa in October last, and
while there wrote the Min ister of the Interior,
offering to furnish beef at such places and in
such quantity in the North-West Territory
as the Governient would require during the
sumnier of 1877, at the price of eight cents
per pound."

And this was the tender which the
telegram stated was accepted ; and if,
as you state, this would have cost the
Government more, why did Mr. Nixon
accept it ?

Mit. YOUNG said ho bad already
explained to the hon. gentleman that
Mr. Nixon had again and again sworn
that the statement that ho accepted
this offer was the statement made by
another gentleman, and not by himsolf,
in the city of Winnipeg.

Ma. IIOLTON: Who was Gouin ?
MR. YOUNG: A friend of Demers.

Under this letter there was no means
on the part of Mr. Nixon wheroby
Demers could have been held to
supply the beef at the price
stated at points further east
than Edmonton, which, of course,
might have made the cost of the beef
very much greater than the price at
which it was supplied by MacKay.
He (Mr. Young) had watched the pro-
ceedings of this Committee very closely.
He was desirous of ascertaining the
truth with regard to the action of
Nixon in this case, and after the inves-
tigation was over, he came to the con-
clusion, which he here stated, .that so
far as these two contracts were con-
cerned, Mr. Nixon had acted ina a bighly
proper manner in every respect, and
in a way to promote the best interests
of the country, whose agent lie was in
the North-West. It was not his place
to defend Mr. Nixon on the floor of this
House, or to answer for lis actions. He
thought, however, that it was unfair for
the hon. member for Niagara to say
that in going to the North-West, Nixon
did so to board with a contractor.
This manwas not then a contractor.
Nixon swore that ho expected to pay
for bis board to Sutherland when he
went there. lie considered, neverthe-
less. that it would have been wiser for

Ma. YOUNG.

Nixon when he found out that ho was
likely to bc a contractor to bave re.
moved pronptly, as ho did five months
afterwards. Although it was true that
Nixon paid for the cutter lie received
from Sutherland and gave a choque for
it, this cheque was returned. lie
thought that Nixon would have
acted wisely if ho had upon no consid-
eration whatever roceived any such
present from Sutherland's hands; but
he was bound to say that in the close
investigation that was made looking
into every fact and point, it was not
shown that in any single particular
Nixon ever favoured Sutherland or that
a single dollar was lost to the Govern.
ment by bis action in the matters that
came before him. Mr. Sutherland evid-
ently sought to placate Nixon
and endeavour to bestow some
favours upon him; but there was no
evidence before them that Nixon ever
favoured Sutherland or any other per-
son else to the disadvantage of the
Government. In nearly all the cases,
if not in all, Nixon accepted the low-
est tenders for the articles tendered,
Regarding the lease of the workhouse
for Government stores, he thought i t
only justice to Nixon to say, what was
not brought out by the member for
Niagara, that in bis own warehouse,
which ho bought to be leased to the
Government, ho referred the matter to
the Department before the lease was
effected.

Ma. KLRKPATRICK: No; he said
he did not do it.

Ma. YOUNG: Oh, he did.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK: I beg your
pardon.

Ma. YOUNG said he so understood
Nixon ; and farther, he swore there
was only one other available warehouse
in the city. The one they had for-
merly occupied was in such a dilapi-
dated condition, it was necessary to rc-
move from it, while it necessitated the
employment of two or three storemen in

different parts of the city. In making
the change, ther efore, there wore onlly
two places available; the place besides
the one which Nixon leased to the
Government. The person ownifng it
had refused to let it for less than $7T
per annum, whereas the rent of the
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,warehouse now occupied was only
$430. le had no hesitation in saying
he thought that whatever the circum-
stan.es were, it was not discreet on the
part of Nixon to use a building in
which he himself had an interest. No
wrong was possibly done to the Gov-
ernment or country, but a gentleman
occupying snch a position should keep
as far away from any position that
Inight be misinterpreted as he possibly
eould. However, these were minor
points, and so far as the contracts that
passed through Nixon's hands in the
North-West were concerned, he be-
lieved that the general feeling of the
committee, or at least of the majority,
was, that Nixon acted wisely and dis-
creetly, and in the interests of the
Government, and had shown due care
in awarding these contracts, letting
them, in almost every case, to the
lowest tenderer; and in all cases, as
far as they could judge, in the best in-
terests of the people at large.

MR. McCALLUM said that the hon.
member for South Waterloo accused
his hon. friend from Centre Wellington
of wanting in knowledge on this ques-
tion. The hon. gentleman said that
the report of the Committee had been
before the House for a few days.
le could say, as a mem ber, that he
had not seen the report yet, though
the members of the committee might
have had it before them. The hon.
member for South Waterloo and North
York, asserted that Nixon was an able
officer, and that he had always acted
in the interests of the country; of course,
this was to be taken for granted. But
what were the facts. Of course, they
knew that this officer had graduated on
a former occasion in the interests of
the party in the township of Proton,
Ontario; and what were the facts, now.
They found from the evidence taken
before the Public Accounts Committee
that this country had lost $31,000, by
his actions. This was the fact.

Some HoN. MEMBERS: No, no.

Ma. McCALLUM: Yes, yes; $31,000
Wvas the difference between the lowest
and the accepted tender as he under-
stood,and this matter could not be clear-
ed up. lie heard a good deal said about
deposits being forteited. As a mem-
ber of the House he had always been
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opposed to the Government compelling
contractors to make deposits at all, be-
cause he thought that this policy on
the part of the Government had a ton-
dency to make the rich richer and the
poor poorer. Many a man was honest
and able and willing to carry out a
contract, but notable to make a deposi t;
and as long as a man gave two solvent
securities and the Government kept
back 15 per cent of the contract price,
this ought to be sufficient, because un-
der these circumstances the Gov-
ernment had the power of discri-
minating in favour of their friends.
No doubt, this was the case. As he un-
dei stood it, the lowest tenderer was gît
out of the way; he got an appoint-
ment, and there was something in this.
It might be all right, but it looked a
little smoky at least. As to the facts,
the hon. the First Minister told them
about these parties who forfeited their
deposits. They knew one instance
where the deposit was not forfeited in
the case of the Georgian Bay Branch.
Mr. Foster got back a deposit which
was a large one ; and therefore there
was no o bject in making a deposit. That
was the faet with respect to this beef
contract, that there was a difference
of 4½. cents a pound in the prices
that one man offered to furnish the
beef for a less price than it was now
furnished for, and that there was 4jc.,
or at least 50 per cent. difference Was
this fulfilling the duty which Nixon
owed to the country ? The hon. mem-
ber for North York and South Waterloo
said so; but the hon. the Premier did
not say so. This hon. gentleman
could not go so far as to approve of
Nixon's conduct, but his followers did
s->; the hon. gentleman could not do it
himself, and be gave him credit for
not defending the actions of this man.
The hon. member for South Waterloo
said that Nixon consulted the Govern-
ment, but he would like to know from
the bon. the Minister of Public Works
whether this was the case. Nixon
bought this warehouse property, and
gave a mortgage, and said that money
was worth in Winnipeg 18 per cent.,
and that he was only paying six. If
money was worth there 18 per cent.,
he thought that the hon. the Minister
of Finance should transfer some of his
funds in that direction.
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MR. BOWELL said he should not
have occupied the time of the Hfouse
in this regard but for, to his mind, the
most extraordinary course which had
been pursued by the hon. mem ber for
Waterloo and the member for one of
the Elgins in reference to this matter.
Anyone who had paid attention to
these investigations must have come to
this conclusion, that the gravest irregu-
larities had taken place in connection
with the office of purveyor to the
North-West. How anyone could read
this evidence, or how anyone who
listened to the manner in which this
evidence, could get up calmly and
colly and deliberately and defend the
actions of Nixon, was beyond the com-
prehension of any ordinary mortal.
He was not a little surprised also at
the statement made by the hon.
member for South Waterloo in
taking the hon. member for
Centre Wellington to task for
having referred to this matter, and, in
being ignorant of the facts. He should
have stated that this evidence had
been before the House for a week or
ten days. The hon. gentleman's own
report was only presented on Saturday
last, and this was Monday.

MR. YOUNG: It is in the news-
papers.

MR. BOWELL said it was true that
the newspapers had published certain
portions of the evidence, and equally
true that bis hon. friend had quoted
from a Ministerial newspaper part of
the evidence upon which ho based bis
statement, and he was thon coolly told
that he was totally ignorant of what
he was speaking about.

MR. YOUNG: These sheets were
published too.

MR. BOWELL said that this showed
the newspaper reports were not cor-
rect, though contained in Ministerial
journals. It was true that the evi-
dence had been printed; but its circu-
lation had been confined exclusively to
members of the Committee; and it
was a matter that could not be dis-
cussed in the House until formally laid
before the House. It might be the
opinion of the hon. member for South
Waterloo, that the hon. member for
Wellington went a round-about way

MR. MCCALUJM.

in order to arrive at the conclusion
that his present opponent might possi.
bly be interested in this tri-contract
by -which the country lost some
$32,000, the difference between the
lowest tender and that which was
accerted. There was this extraordi-
nary fact, that the gentleman who was
about to contest the riding of the hon.
member for Centre Wellington, was
the brother of the gentleman who got
this contract. There might be no con-
nection between these two circum-
stances. He did not say that there was,
for lie didnot know; but the hon. gen-
tleman had a right to infer that there
might possibly be a little collusion,
particularly when it was known that
this man had some objection te becom-
ing a candidate at all. The ordinary
way he thought of doing this business,
if there had been anytbing like com-
mon sense exercised by Nixon in con-
nection with these contracts, would
have been to have doue what, he he-
lieved, every man did under such cir,.
cumstances in his own business; and
that was where there were 10 or 12
persons whose tenders were withdiawn
or who refused to accept, instead of
giving the tender at 44c., when some
persons had tenderod as low as 25c., to
have readvertised for tenders for the
supply of these ties; that was the com-
mon sense of transacting business of
this kind. It was not a matter of
urgent necessity that theEe ties should
be immediately delivered, and it did
look like favouring these persons who
obtained the contract at a rate which
cost the country $32,000 more than a
portion of the ties were tendered for.

his was made up of the difference be-
tween 25c. and 44c. a tie. In regard
to the beef contract, Mr. Nixon, in bis
evidence, stated that he based his calcu-
lationupon the price for the beef givC
in the letter of Demers, which was sent
him at the late period to which theli hon-
gentleman had referred and basing
his calculations upon this price, he
came to the conclusion that McKays
tender at 12jc. a pound would be
cheaper than Demers, offer at 8c. a
pound ; and ho left the impressi'
upon the minds of a portion of the
Committee who had not read the let-
ter of Demers, that it was for the fr"-
nishing of the same elass of beef. But
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whet the letter was read, and after
Nixon had been closely questioned on
the point, it turned out that this

price was for cattle to be put as stock
on North-West farms which were to
be of a certain kind and of a certain
breed. Then IDemers iinmediatelvafter-
wards said :-

' I beg respectfully to call your attention
t) the fact that in most cases cattle shipped
for the butcher shops can be sold at a figure
below the price obtained for cat te selected for
stocking a farm."

What the hon. member for Niagara
complained of, and what the members
of the Committee complained of-at
icast that portion who desired to
arrive at the facts and the truth, and
who did not desire to cover up what
looked at least like a colorable trans-
action on the part of Nixon-was that
he deliberately attempted to mislead
the Committee by telling them that
he based his calculation upon these
figures which were for the supply of a
better class of beef for the stocking
of farms, instead of that class of beef
which, as ho himself said, could have
been supplied at a much lower rate for
the butcher stalls. This was the
point of which he (Mr. Bowell)
thouglit that the Conmittee had a
right to complain; and this was the
point to which the hon. memaber for
Niagara desired to call the attention of
the House, as weil as to the mode and
nanner in which this evidence was
given ; and it was with a great deal of
difficulty that even they could get
NXixon to admit this fact. It was only
through questioning and cross question-
ing for some time that Nixon was
made to admit the fact that he had
based his calculation upon these figures
which were no basis at all upon which
to make a correct and proper calcula-
tion. He (Air. Bowell) had intendei
OIly to retr to a very few points in
order to show the hon. gentlemen who
had spoken in defence of Nixon were
wrong, and one would really think that

were attorneys defending their
elicats instead of members of a pub-
lic and deliberative body, who desired
to arrive at a correct conclusion
i connection with these matters;
and ho must take exception now
to the position taken by the hon.

the First iMinister, because he, as the
head of the Government, had paid no
attention to this matter, it was impro-
per and indelicate to discuss it. They
knew that one or two members of the
Cabinet were preserit watching the
case; and that the bon. the Minister of
the Interior, urider whose spocial super-
vision Nixon conducted bis business,
was also present, and took part in
the examination. The lion. gentle-
man ouîght, at least, to bo able to
state to the louse what the opinions
the Government had formed on this
point. The hon. member for South
Waterloo told the House that there was
not a particle of evidence to show that
Nixon had cverfavoured Thornton and
Sutherland in any way in connection
with these contracts. He (Mr. Bowell)
must premise by saying that there was
a direct conflict of testimony as be-
tween Scott & Sutherland's clerk and
Nixon himself; and be wanted to point
out this fact to the House, that Suther-
land himself telegraphed to the Con-
mittee, as would be found on theVotes
and Proceedings, that Scott could give
all the information Sutherland could
give; and that it was not convenient
for him to attend the Committee. As
soon as Scott was summoned by tele-
graph Sutherland refused to allow him
to leave bis employment, and told him
-this was in evidence-that if he did
leave, ho need never come back again.
Of course, Mr. Scott replied that ho
was bound to obey the summons of
Parliament,.and he did louve, and they
all knew that Mr. Sutherland bad dis-
tinctly and positively refused to come
down upon a peremptory summons.
Mr. Scott had sworn that Mr. Nixon
brought certain tenders to the office of
Messrs. Thornton & Sutherland; that
Strang, Mr. Bannatyne's clerk, asked
hii il ho could not do botter. Ho said
" yes," and they deliberately went over
the tenders, and made Mr. Sutherland's
tender lower, than the other, and the
original tender sent in to Mr. Nixon
was destroyed,and a new one made out,
under which Mr. Sutherland obtained
the contract. Mr. Nixon donied this,
but Mr. Scott could have no possible
object in coming here to swear to a
deliberate fal-ehood against Mr.
Nixon. Mr. Nixon admitted that Mr.
Scott was a man of respectable -char-
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acter. Mr. Nixon, however, had a
direct interest in showing that he
was not guilty of what he was
accused. Ho quoted from the evidence
in reference to the account of Suther-
land against Nixon, and the manner
in which it was settled. In the Com-
mittee Mr. Nixon evidently intended
to mislead, because, in answer to the
member for East Elgin, he stated he
had given Mr. Sutherland a choque to
pay for the cutter, but ho had after-
wards to admit that the choque was
handed back to Mir. Nixon, and had
not been paid since. The whole thing
led but to one conclusion, which was
that ho had been recoiving these con-
siderations for favours he had given to
Messes. Thornton & Sutherland in con-
nection with the contracts. Anyone
who read the mass of evidence must
come to the conclusion that, if there
were no direct and intentional wrong on
the part of Mr. Nixon in the giving
out of these contracts for the Govern-
ment, there had been the gravest irre-
gularities, by which the Government
had lost noney. How far the same
system had been carried1 on in the case
of Mr. Bannatyne, ho could not say.
Mr. Nixon had gone to Winnipeg, and
had become the guest, as ho said, of
one of the wholesale dealers supplying
the Government. He had lived there
five and a-half months for nothing, in
a dear country, and they found
him balancing his account by
nearly $600 profit and loss,
and receiving presents of different
kinds from this man. The explanation
was that ho subsequently tried to get
these accounts. But when ? When it
became public in Winnipeg that this
favouritism was being carried on. Then,
finding that ho was getting into diffi-
culty, he said: "This must be settled;"
and to cover up the five and a half'
months' board, ho made a present of
$30 or $25 to some of the family. If
the Government did not take this mat-
ter in hand ard dismiss a man like Mr.
Nixon,whose admissions were recorded
in this evidence, they would not do
their duty to this House or the country.
As to the property which had been
alluded to, Mr. Nixon found that a pro-
perty could bo bought for $1,500. le
paid $500 cash; spent $100 in reppirs;
gave a note to Mr. Bannatyne at six

MR. BOWELL.

per cent., and leased it to the Govern-
ment at 8432 per annum, which was to
be paid to Mr. Bannatyne until the
balance of the purchase money had
been wiped out. The member for Fron-
tenac (Mr. Kirkpatrick) asked why he
went to Mr. Strang, and Mr. Nixon re
plied that "ho did not want to bc
known in that matter himself." He
admitted that the Government knew
ho had another property, and no doubt
ho represented that the Government
stores would be botter kept thore than
in the old place. But ho studiously
kept from the Government the fact that
ho was the owner; that the rent was to
pay thie purchase money, and that tbe
money would go into his pocket while
he was a servant of the Governîment.
If the Government wanted a property,
why did they not buy it, or enter into
a contract with Mr. Bannatyne, and in
three or four years the rent they were
paying Mr. Nixon, through Mr. Banna-
tyne's clork,would have paid for the pro-
perty? In five years Mr. Nixon would
have the whole of the principal, inter-
est, insurance and repairs paid back to
him, and ho would bave a reliable pro-
perty in Winnipeg, at the expense of
the Governmont; and yet the member
for South Waterloo saw nothing wrong
in the transaction, and considered Mr.
Nixon's whole conduct irreproachable.

MR. YO UNG : I said ho ought to
keep as far away as possible from a
transaction of that kind, but there was
nothing to show that the Government
had lost anything by the action of Mr.
Nixon.

MR. BOWELL said some hon. gen-
tlemen on that side of the House had
attempted to defend Mr. Nixon.

MR. GIBBS (South Ontario): North
York.

MR. BOWELL: He is an exceptiol'
to others.

MR. DYMOND said he had stated
that Mr. Nixon had been guilty of in-
discretion, but nothing criminal o"
actually wrong. He deprecated the
action in connection with the lease,
but ho thought the Government had
saved money by the transaction.

MR. BOWELL said there was
nothing to show that the Governmnt
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could not have got the same bargain
with Mr. Bannantyne as Mr. Nixon
had made. Mr. Scott had stated that
the evidence in the bill books and
letter books had been torn ont and
destroyed, and that Mr. Sutherland
had refused to come here and testify.
That was very good evidence tnat Mr.
Scott was telling the truth. Mr.
Sutherland had also refused to allow
him to look at the ledger, to enable
hin to give more minute testimony to
the Committee, and he had therefore
been obliged, to a large extent, to speak
from his recollection. He thought the
whole matter was enough to lead the
Government to remodel their Purvey-
or's office in the city of Winnipeg.

Ma. TUPPER said he thought the
Premier was entirely mistaken as to
the practice in this House, when he
complained, on a former occasion, that
the Governnent had been taken by
surprise, and that the Opposition were
not exhibiting the usual courtesy in
bringing up a question of this kind
without notice. It had been the
almost uniform practice on going into
Committee of Supply to bring up any
matter of grievance or any question
on which any hon. member desired to
have an expression of opinion from the
House without notice. 't he hon.
gentleman had followed that course
himself on similar occasions, and he
would sec by referring to the journals
of 1873, page 252, that he had moved
a motion of that kind. le (Mr.
Tupper) desired to take the opportu-
nîty of this motion to go into
Supply, to explain the reason why
lie had not availed himself
Of any opportunity of moving a
motion of which he had given notice,
in reference to the sugar duties, inas-
much as the object of that motion had
beenentirelymisapprehended outotthe
House, if not in it. That question had
been discussed very fully on the first
motion to go into Supply, and le
thoughthon. gentlemen opposite would
admit that he had endeavoured, as far
as Possible, to pursue such a course in
relation to these questions as not to
neessarily involve going over the

saesbect which had alIready been
considered. The motion of which he
had given notice was one which would

not be considered as one of want of
confidence in the Gevernment.

Ma. MACKENZIE: It was a motion
of confidence.

MR. TUPPER said it was rather a
motion of confidence, and so far froin
moving it hostile to the GTovernment,
he had considered that the peculiar
circumstances of the case were such as
justified him in giving information to
the Government on the subject. The
notice which he had given lad relation
to the motion made in Congress by the
Hon. Fernando Wood. le believcd
hon. gentlemen opposite would agree
with him that it was not desirable to
decrease any protection now afforded
Canadian industries, and he lad con-
sidered that the proposal contained in
Mr. Wood's amendment to the tariff
was one which would be fàtal to many
of the struggling industries now car-
ried on in this country. The present
law in the United States provided that
where -articles were wholly manufac-
tured from materials that had paid
duties, a drawback should be allowed
on their being exported to a foreign
country, subject to a reduction of 15
per cent. by the Government. Mr.
Wood's proposa] altered that in a very
material vay. He proposed to extend
the provision to the class of goods
which were, in part, manufactured
from material which had paid duty.
This would embrace almost everything,
and would reach almost all the indus-
tries existing in this country at this
moment; and he also proposed to aban-
don the amount of duty which, under
the present law, the Government re-
tained. It was in view of that lie had
put the notice on the paper, in order
that hon. gentlemen opposite might
have their attention drawn to it, and
might, if they thought proper, take
sorne step to prevent such a serions
increased advantage being given to
competitors with Canadian industries.
The subsequent proceedings in Con-
gress had led him to doubt very much
whether that was likely to take place.
He believed the notice on the paper
was an indication of the views held on
the subject. He trusted the hon. the
Finance Minister would consider
closely the legislation taking place in
that connection, and, if our industries
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were to be placed at a groater disad-
vantage than at present, he would
draw the attention of Parliament to it
before the close of the Session.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that his
hon. friend krew that the proposition
was to bring that tariff, if b)rought at
all into operation, into effect on the
lst January, 1879.

MR. TUPPER said, notwithstanding
that, there was this advantage in deal-
ing with the question. It would show
that there was not the advantage to be
gained by the alteration of the law in
the United States that might be as-
sumed, if it were not, for instance, met
by some corresponding action here. If
the change in tariff were likely to be-
corne law, it would seriously affect the
credit of people in this country who
were engaged in the interests which
would be affected by it. le took this
opportunity of briefly stating the object
he had in view in putting
the notiee on the paper, expressing bis
intention not to prcss the motion un-
less there was a change in the existing
state of things.

It being Six o'clock, the
left the Chair.

Speaker

After Recess.
SUPPLY.

XII.-PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS CHARGEABLE
TO INCOME.

House again resolved itself into Con-
mittee of Supply.

(In the Committee)

Rarbours and Breakwaters-Quebec.

105. Lower St. Lawrence, repairing
various Breakwaters........ ........

In reply to Mr. LANGEVIN,

$20,000

MR. MACKENZIE said he could not
tell what was done with the whole vote
of last year. There was about $20,000
spent altogother on several piers on
the South side of the St. Lawrence.
This year, accordin, to Mr. Kings-
ford's estimates, there would be re-
quired about $5,000 for L'Islet pier,
$3,000 for the pier at Rivière Ouelle,

MR. TUPPER.

$3,200 for planking the pier at Rivière
du Loup, and for stone-filling said pier
81,800 ; total, $5,000 for Rivière du
Loup. Repairs and changes to be
effected at Chicoutimi would require
$4,000 to $5,000. As far as be
understood, some work which had been
done at Chicoutimi pier had had the
effect of making the current too strong,
and which error had to be remedied.
There was a balance of $2,800 put
down for general repairs. In additionl
to all this, he had received information
wbich led him to believe that
a sum of $4,000 was due
to a steamship conpany for
which.he proposed to take a vote in
the Supplementary Estimates, in which
he also proposed to put a sum to com-
mence work at Matane barbour, which
was likely to prove somewhat expen-
sive before it could be made a real
harbour of refuge. If the papers con.
nected with this harbour were not
down le would have them brought
down.

MR. LANGEVIN said lie was sorr-
the Minister of Public Works could
not give him the details of the expen-
diture of these $22,000 last year. The
major portion of it, $20,000, was ex.-
pended on that same pier at L'Islet,
and it wos then understood that
amount would cover the whole cost of
the improvement. He was surprised
that $5,000 more were asked for this
pier.

MR. MACKENZIE said that $22,000
were required to complete the work.
In page 53 of the appendix, its length
was stated to be 1,200 ft., and that the
work would have to be continued two
seasons before it could be completed.
The pier had sunk, and a portion of it
was rotten, and it had also to be
replanked. There was a general cOm-
plaint that the piers in the St. Law-
rence were all too low. This was
particularly the case at Riviere du

oup, where the pier had.sunk to such
an extent that, at high tide, the water
actually covered it, and it was ques-
tionable whether a pier or two piers
of timber would not have to be put 1 1
it besides planking. The pier at
Rimouski would also require to be
thoroughly repaired and extended.
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NIR. LANGEVIN said the hon. the
Minister of Public Works was perfect
y right in stating that these piers

were generally too narrow and too
]ow. le knew that a schooner had,
in a stormi, passed clcar over the pier
at L'Islet which was very narrow and
l>w. Of course if the noney was re-
quired for those piers it should be
voted. With respect to Chicoutini
pier it was since the 1st June, 1874,
ihat the work had been done which
was complained of. There were open-
ings in the wharf to allow the water
to pass through. These were closed
in 1874-5, and since then the current,
whose strength had been broken bv
passing through those openings, be.
care so strong that vessels could not
moor there.

Vote agreed to.

New Brunswick.

St. John Harbour...........
Black River, St. John Co.. ..
Grand Anse, Gloucester Co..

1 Shippegan Breakwater, Glou-
l cesterCo.................

$16,000
4,500
2,000

6,000

$28,500

MR. MACKENZIE said the $16,000
was to pay the balance on the contract
for the breakwater outside the harbour
of St. John, which was now complete
and was exceedingly fine work. $2,000
of this amount were required to give
some additional strength to the extreme
end of the pier. The work would then
be a work for all time, and the most
eficient protection that could be con-
ceived to St. John harbour. The
entire estimated cost was $240,000,
but the additional work and the ser-
vices of superintendents raised the
amount to probably $248,000. The
$4,500 was for a breakwater at the
mouth of the Black River. It was an
entirely nev vote. The $2,000 at
Grand Anse was to finish a small work
there, intended for fishermen, towards
which the locality had contributed

2,000 last year. The $6.000 for the
Shippegan breakwater was to com-
plete the work which the former con-
tractor had failed to proceed with.

MR. MITCHELL said that Point
Escuminac formed the south-eastern
point at the entrance of the River
Miramichi, and afforded little shelter

to the south-eastward. If the wind
veered, it was impossible to escape
danger. Very frequently there were
terrific storis here; and he had seen
as inary as from 400 to 500 vessels
under the lee of this point at one time;
and if the wind veered a tew points to
the n.orth or eastward, it was alrmost
impossible to obtain shelter. le had
called attention to this natter pre.
viouslv ; this work was expressly
requircd, and it would be to the
advantage rather of persons belonging
to lient than his own county. le
would like to know whether the Gov-
ernrnent would give this matter serious
consideration; whether it would be in-
eluded in the Supplementary Esti-
mates, and whether a survey of the
locality would be ordered. le had no
hesitation in saying that Mr. Speaker
would agree that the erection of such a
breakwater would be very desirable in
the interest of the fishermen there.
This locality was on the borders of
Kent and mostly in Kent county. le
had written to the Government about
it, and enclosed a petition from the
fishermen.

.MR.MACKENZIE said thatMr.Perley
had verbally reported to him that this
place was so near the Miramichi River,
a first-class harbour, that there did not
seem to be any eminent necessity for
such a work at the time. The very
fact that the hon. gentleman, though in
office for seven or eight years, had not
built this breakwater, showed that he
did not think that it was of the first
importance at al[ events. He supposed
that it was rather desirable for fishing
boats rather than for anything else.

MR. MITCHELL: Yes.
MR. MACKENZIE said he had re-

quested Mr. Perley to give further
information on this point during this
Session.

MR. MITCHELL said lie was sure
that Mr. Perley had never been .on the
spot, and knew nothing at all about
the matter. He admitted that while
in office le had neglected this work;
but, nevertheless, it was one of the
first importance. He had had to create
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
Department; and le had sought to re-
gard the interests of the whole Domin-
ion impartially.
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MR. SPEAKER said he thought that
this work was very much required. He
was familiar with the locality; such
shelter for the fishermen was unques-
tionably needed.

MR. MITCHELL said that it was
not uncommon to see from 800 to 1,000
fishing boats off on the neighbouring
banks; and for one fisherman inter-
ested in this matter from his own
county, there were twenty from the
county of Mr. Speaker.

Vote agreed to.

Nova Scotz.

r Annapolis River, Annapolis
Co,....,...........

Mordon, Kings Co........
Ragged Pond..........
Cow Bav Cape Breton....
B Baylield .................
Scott's Bay ...........

107 < Canada Creek ............
Pudding Pan..........
West Arichat ............
Somerville.... .......

|Ham pton.................
SDulap's Cove .. ... .. ... ...
Genera] Repairs, Maritime

l Provinces............

1,500
1,000
2,000
1,000
5,000
3,000
3,000
6,000
6,000
5,000
3,000
2,000

15,000

53,500 00

Mi. TUPPER said lie would like
to ask the hon. the 3inister of Public
Works if the Governiment had arrived
at any conclusion with reference to a
work of considerable importance in
NovaScotia, which had been under the
consideration of the late Government,
and which had been brought to the
notice ofthis Governmcnt from time to
time. He referred to the closing of
the Port Hood harbour, Cape Breton.

MR. MACKENZIE said he was fully
aware of the importance of the work in
question. At present there was great
danger of this harbour being still more
seriously injured owing to the action of
the sea. Mr. Pailey's lowest estimate
for a substantial work, however,
$360,000, and owing to the state of the
finances, this amount could not at pres-
ent bo spared. If $10,000 or $12,600
would be of any utility, however, this
might be voted. This work wasrather
required for general than for local con-
vemenece.

MR. MacDONNELL said that this
improvement was urgently needed

MR. MITCHELL.

in the interests of the shipping,
Provincial and American, that fire.
quonted the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
This was a most important harbour.
About forty years ago the beach
which connected Justan Crops Island
with the mainland was carried awar
and since then the sea bad been wash.
ing large quantities of sand annually
into the harbour. He had seen over
300 vessels in this harbour at one time
during a storm. The only harbour of
refuge on the North-West side of
Cape Breton, on the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, and Bay St. George,
which formed an almîost direct coast
line was that of Port Hood,
and for ships blown by storms from
any of the ports to the west of it, and
other ports on Prince Edward Island,
and along the northern shores of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick. Many
vessels were annually wrecked along
this coast. Only last Fall, in one day,
103 vessels had taken refuge in this
harbour, and on the following morning
13 others were stranded on the shore.
Not a single one of them belonged to
the county of Inverness. In 1847, the
charts showed here 27 or 28 feet of
water, where, in 1873, only 7 or 8 feet
were shown. This showed how rapidly
this harbour was becoming useless;
and, in a few years more, it would bo
entirely useless. This wyork should be
immediately undertaken. The sum
mentioned was not much when they
considered the importance of this har-
bour. The fact that the expenditure
was required for the general good, and
that, if utterly destroyed, this whoic
coast line of 110 miles would bo ior-
ever without a harbour, unless an arti-
ficial barbour was constructed. 110
clained that that portion of the Do-
minion had a fair claim to a large ex-
penditure. Tho members for the
Maritime Provinces had voted that the
Baie Verte Canal, which would cost
about $10,000,000, was not essential to
the public intérest, and that work had
been condemned and indefinitely post-
poned. On that occasion the member
for South Bruce (Mr. Blake) threw out
a hint that in justice to the Maritime
Provinces, other works of a kindred
characterought to receive the consider-
ation of the Government. lie had
expected that immediate attention

suppiy.
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would be paid to the improve-
ment of this harbour, but up
to this moment he had been
disappointed. He did not believe in a
policy which omitted to proceed with
the publie works of the Dominion, be-
cause there was a deficit in the revenue.
He cordially sympathized with the
opinion of the right lion. member for
Kingston, that when there was distress
in the ceountry the Government should
proceed with public works for the two
fold reason, that relief would be afford-
ed to the distressed labourers, and at
ihe saire time labour was cheap, le
hoped the Government would turn at-
tention to this work at once. It was
one that could not be constructed piece-
meal; but he thought a small grant of
$20,00a or so, would be sufficient this
season in order that the work would be
initiated before another year elapsed.
Athough the contract might not be
entered into till late in the season, it
was desirable to procure such material
as was necessary.

MR. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment would have no hesitation at ail
about a grant such as the hon. gentle-
man Lad named ; but he feared it
would be utterly impossible to do any-
thing with so small a sum. What be
proposed was to have the plans, whieh
were almost complete, and advertise to
get tenders and see the minimum sum
for which it could be built, then they
would know exactly where they stood
at the next Session of Parliament. 11e
feared that a grant of $10,000 or
820,000 would be practically useless
because it would be impossible to ex-
pend that amount with advantage un-
less that woik were continued. Any
attempt to build this by sections would
be a failure. It would require to be
carried on extensively at once, in order
to avoid the damage from a winter in
an exposed position of that kind. How-
ever, he would consult the Engineers
Of the Department before the Supple-
mentary Estimates were brought down.

MR. MAcDONNE LL said that before
undertaking the work of construction
it would be necessary to obtain a great
deal of plank and inaterial, and any
amount,however small, would be profit.
ably and well expended in that respect.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, unless it was resolved to go on
with this work, the expenditure of a
small amount of money would be un-
wise. He understood that Mr. Perley's
estimate was $200,000, and the House
should consider the matter very seri-
ously before spending such a large
amount of money, unless the matter
was of great national importance. HIo
objected to the idea propounded by thte
First Minister, that tenders should be
asked for before Parliament Lad sanc-
tioned the construction of the
work ; that people should Le
put to the expense of obtaining
data on which to base tenders, and
should run the risk of forfeiting $,004.
before the Government had made Up
their minds to go on with it.

MR. MITCHELL said the work was
of great importance; he had seen over
100 vessels in that harbour.

In answer to Mr. McDoNALD (Cape
Breton),

MR. MACKENZIE said that, lat
year, $7,363 had been expended on
Cow Bay breakwater, but they did not
expect that more than $1,000 would
be required to keep up the ordinary
repairs this year. This work yielded
a considerable revenue--last year over
$4,000. Mr. Archibald and others had
spent some money on it the year be-
fore without any authority. The Gov.
ernment had not thought it right to
pay that, because it was spent without
their authority, and on works which
they had not intended to touch.

MR. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said that at Main-à-Dieu, C.B., the
inhabitants had been asking for a
breakwater for some years. Frequently
fishing vessels from different parts
took refuge there. The late Govern-
ment had a survey made of this har-
bour, and he thought the engincer
recommended that a breakwater should
be built at a cost of $35,000. He was
sorry the Government cold not sec-
their way clear to build it. At Cow
Bay a general complaint prevailed as
to the way in which the money was
expended there last year. The man
who Lad charge of the work only em-
ployed people of a certain political
stripe, and bought timber from parties.
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of the '-ame class. le hoped this year
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
would prevent the man in charge from
using4 the public money in that way.

MR. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said
le believed it was true that the expen-
diture on the breakwater bv the Messrs
Archibald Nwas unauthorised by the
Government, but the Government pro-
perly got the benefit of their expendi-
ture, and le thought the Government
were in honour bound to reimburse
them, because, if that expenditure had
not been made, there would be very
little of the breakwater existing at the
present day. le agreed with bis col-
loague from Cape Breton., as to the ne-
cessities of the harbour of Main-a-
Dieu. It was a large fishing port
which was often used as a harbour of
refuge, but, without a breakwter, it
was of very little assistance to the
people who went there when certain
winds prevailed. It was news to him
that any complaint existed as to the
expenditure of money at Cow Bay.

MR. BUNSTER expressed bis re-
gret that not a dollar was to be ex-
pended this year in British Columbia,
notwithstanding the liberal assistance
that was expected towards the con-
struction of a dry dock. The harbours
,of British Columbia required more
attention and the Minister of Marine
should remember the ports. le cer-
tainly had a right to feel aggrieved at
not having these amounts expended.

Sit JOHN A. MACDONALD said
there were twelve votes bore for the
first time for ports in Nova Scotia and
not the slightest explanation given.

MR. MACKENZFE said the first
item was for the removal of some boul-
,ders in the river near the landing. The
$1,000 for Mordon pier was to com-
plete repairs begun dast year, with a
part of the $10,000 for general vote.
Ragged Pond was a harbour on the
Atlantic coast, in Guysboro; the amou nt
w-as for the purpose of deepening the
<ehannel. The amountatfCow Bay was
simply for repairs.

MR. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
-said he had asked for papers connected
with the expenditure of Cow Bay
Breakwater, about a month ago, and
bad not yet received them. The state-

MR. MCDONALD.

ment le made was simply the com-
plaints in that district. He might
also tell the hon. the Premier that tbe
gentlemen who had charge of the ex-
penditure of that money last year was
now canvassing the district telling
the people he had to spend the amount
of $7,000 or more; and that the
money would give employment to
young men in that district during the
suminer season. He was quite satisfiedl
that this reason should go down to hi>
constituents in Cow Bay, who would
be able to judge of its correctness.
With respect to the money spent by
the people on that breakwater, he
trusted the Governaent would take
that matter into consideration, and if
they were entitled to any money, it
would be only right the Government
should pay them. With regard to
the breakwater at Manitou the hon.
Premier had stated in reply to his(Mr.
McDonald's) colleague that he intended
doing something for this harbour;
that ho was consulting the engineer to
see whether it was necessary to make
a survey of the harbor. The question
and the answer would not lead anyone
to suppose that any survey had previ-
ously been made. The answer led him
to suppose that the Govern ment would
consider the matter and make enquiries
of the engineer this year, and if the
engineer recommended the breakwater,
something would be done.

M.R. MACiENZIE said that was
not -what he said. lie said the En-
gineer did not consider the expenditure
which the works at Maniton would
require to be justified by the surveys
which would be rendered, and the hon.
memberfor Cape Breton (Mr. MacKay)
seemed to say that a much less sum
would do effective work there, more
than what was expected. His (Mr.
Mackenzie's) reply was that he had no
objections whatever to enquire of Mr.
Perley whether a smaller sum would
not b sufficient. Mr. Perley's esti-
mates were for $25,000 or $30,000 for
the contemplated work to be of any
use. As there were other harbours at
a great distance on either side, the
Department did not think so large a
sum should be expended there. If
any service could be done by the ex-
ponditure of a smaller sum there would
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not be so much objection. With re-
spect to Cow Bay he was not respon-
sible for what the agent there said. If
the agent had said anything improper
lie (Mr. Mackenzie) would attend to it,
but the Government should not be
charged with the responsibility of such
rubbish as that.

IMR. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said ho did not imagine the Premier
had enabled that agent to circulate
such statements in that district, but ho
might have received bis information
from other quarters.

Ma. MACKENZIE said it was quite
impossible that the agent could have
had information officially. He did not
communicate with any person about
the expenditure of money anywhere
throughout the whole country good,
bad or indifferent. He knew
nothing about him. He left the
engagement of such to the Superin-
tendent, Mr. Perley, and if he had
employed any im proper person, or if
any improper ailegations had been
made by him, ho (Mr. Mackenzie)
would deal with them in a proper
manner.

Ma. MAcKAY said the last remark of
the hon. member for Cape Bretcn
would almost appear to insinuate that
if this gentleman had not the authority
of the Government to say there was to
be certrin expenditure on Cow Bay
breakwater during the coming year,
that he (Mr. MacKay) must have given
him some hint to that effect. That
insinuation had not the slightest foun-
dation.

Ma. McDONALD said he was glad
to hear the statement of the hon. mem-
ber, but he hoped, so far as the works
were concerned, they would go on,
and that the statements alleged to be
made to this man, would not turn out
correct before the elections came off.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
there were twelve new votes for ports
in Nova Scotia, not for works or con-
tinuation, but new, distinct votes. It
looked very like a political barometer.
These twelve votes were divided among
seven counties; of these seven counties,
six had the advantage of having Minis-
terial supporters in this House; the
seventh was represented by a Minister-

ialist, and a gentleman in Opposition'
therefore it had the smallest vote, vix.:
the $1,000 for Cow Bay. He could
not congratulate bis bon. friend from
Queen's. He must be expected to be
very bard run in bis county, because
he has got $11,000 out of the $38,000
for two different ports in bis county,
in order to secure bis election. That
was a pretty good allowance. $11,000
would not go very far in an eloction.
The next was bis bon. friend fronm
Kings (Mr. Borden) who must also be
bard run since he gets 67,000 ; ho gets
three votes for three distinct ports in
bis county, in order to save him.

Sia ALBERT J. SMITH: He must
be very popular if that will get him
in.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: Did
it cost bis hon. friend more than that ?
He appeared to understand the subject.
The next was the hon. member for
Richmond. He had only one port,
but that was a considerable one. He
got $6,000. The bon. member for An-
tigonish had only one port, and he got
ê5,000. The bon. member for Guys-
borough was pretty safo; he only
wanted $2,000. The last vote was
$1,000, which was divided between the
two members for Cape Breton. He
(Sir John A. Macdonald) really be-
lieved the Ministerial member for Cape
Breton would have had a bigger vote,
only the Premier thought it would also
have helped the enemy. So be thought
he would be economical as far as Cow
Bay was concerned. It was rather odd
that, just before an election, that a vote
of $38,500, not for the continuation of
works going on or voted last year, but
for new works altogether, should be
given just at the right tiie.

MR. TUPPER said it was not often
he was obliged to differ with bis right
hon. friend. He was satisfied that, if,
bis bon. friend who led the Opposition
were as well acquainted as t e hon.
members for Nova Seotia, with the
character of the country, and the neces-
sity that existed for adequate provision
along the coasts and shores for the
protection of shipping and the facilities
for trading, he would understand that
no money placed in there estimates
was calculated to be of greater service
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to the whole country than these sums
which he had criticised.

Ma. MACKENZIE: The hon. merm-
ber for Kingston forgets. He says it
takes $11,000 to secure the election of
the friends around me; but it takes
$30,000 to secure the election of the
hon. member for Kingston, and, per-
haps, that will not do it.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon.'member tried very bard to elect
me by that kind of expenditure in
1874.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I see that there
is $30,000 for that interesting place.

MR. MITCHELL: Will a survey for
P'oint Escuminae break-water be order-
ed ?

MR. MACKENZIE: Yes.
Mr. MITCHELL said that boulders

which were in the way of steamers
should be removed from the entrance of
Miramichi iRiver. A portion of the
bar bad been removed three years ago,
and this had been of great service, but
much remained to be donc.

MR. MACKENZIE said he was not
able to say whether they could now do
anything in this direction. It seemed
absolutely necessary to rem->ve ob-
structions in Assiniboine and Red
Rivers, in order to enable them to be
used at all; and ho could not at present
tell how much this would take. He
understood that the improvement of
this river, which was niostly needed
and really necessitous, was done.

MR. MITCHELL said that this was
probably Mr. Perley's opinion, which,
was most unreliable. Boulders lay in
the bed of the river, and they ought
to be taken out. lis constituents
thought that their interests did not get
fair play under this Administration.

MR. McCALLUM: Are these all
new votes?

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: Yes.
MR. McCALLUM: I understood

that, owing to the bad state of the
finances, no new works were to be
attempted. To vote $38,000 may be
fun for the louse, but it is not fun for
the country.

MR. MACKENZIE: Four or five
of them are not new works.

Mn. TUPPEE.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: In the Esti-
mates of 1872, under similar circum-
stances,.the main or original estimate
for this purpose amounted to
$1,193,000.

MR. MITCHELL: We were flour-
ishing then.

MR. CARTWRIGIIT: As against
$963,000, which we are asking for
now.

Ma. MITCHELL: But there were
no deficits then

MR. CARTWRIGHT : I do not
know that any great complaint
can be made when the item for
public works is placed at under a mil-
lion. I never held out the hope that
we could get along with less than a
million for public works, particularly
when you bear in mind that nearly
one-half of this goes for what may be
called regular annual expenditure for
rent, repairs and necessary dredging,
and wharves and matters of that kind.

MR.. MITCHELL said that we had
had three successive deficits under this
Government, while under the late Gov-
ernment they had three surpluses.
They had bad a surplus of $1,700,000
when the estimate the hon, gentleman
mentioned was made. lie did not have
the same implicit confidence in Mr.
Perley that the hon. the First Minister
had. He found that, according to the
public accounts, this official controlled
the expenditure of $108,031 in various
harbours in Antigonish, Shippegan
and others. He did not think that this
was proper. It was most extraordinary.

Mit. MACKENZIE said that a mis-
take was evidently made in the entry.
He would see about it. Mr. Perley had
no authority in any case except with
regard to small sums. The only case
in question was Ingonish harbour.

ME. SPEAKER said that nothing
was paid in Shippegan harbour, cx-
cept through Mr. Perley, to the con-
tractors.

Vote agreed to.

Prince Edward Island.

Col ville Bay, Souris.......$20,000 00
108 Malpeque Breakwater...... 3,500 00

New London.............. 1,500 00

$25,000 00
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MR. MACKENZIE said that the
$20,000 was for repairing the new pier
which was partially destroyed in
Souris harbour in a storm late
last autumn. The $3,500 was
far finishing the contract for
Malpeque harbour breakwater. The
estimate taken last year was insuffi-
cient. No contractor could be found
to take it at the estimate. The item
for New London was sim ply for re-
pairs to existing works. He had been
accused by the hon. member for
Queen's (Mr. Pope), now absent, of
having neglected to put stone around
the fbot of the pier; but this was not
the case; the foundation was as good
as ever. If any fault was to be found
with the structure it was because it
was not sufficiently strong to resist the
ýea, which had rolled in at this point,
and which had not been contemplated.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew) asked
why the item for slides and booms was
again dropped out.

MR. MACKENZIE said that the
Department did not contemplate any
necessity for this item this year; in
case repairs were required they would
be made out of the item for miscellane-
ous works not otherwise provided for,
8 10,000.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
that he was sorry to hear that the
Government did not intend to carry out
the prayer of the petitioners which
had been presented to the Department
of Public Works, for the construction of
a dam at Des Joachims, and which was
considered by the hon. the leader of
the Government at one time to be a
work of some importance. He (Mr.
White) observed that a sum of $5,000
was insorted in the Supplementary
Estimates of 1875-6 for this particular
work, and as it was of as much conse-
quence to the trade now as in 1875, he
hoped that the Government would give
it their favourable consideration. Peti-
tions had also been presented praying
for the improvement of the works at
ROcher Capitaine Rapids. At this point
lives were lost annually in consequence
<f the works. And ho (Mr. White)
believed that these facts justified him
m1, urging the Government to put those
works in an efficient state.

Vote agreed to.

Dredging.

109 f Dredge Vessels.......$ 10,000
i Dredging ......... 100,000

-- 0$110,00

MR. SINCLAIR said that provision
was made for dredging Victoria har.
bour, and a breakwater, whicu would
not cost much, should be erected there.
He believed that Mr. Perley's estimate
for this purpose was $5,000, at the out-
side; and he thought it would cost
less. He hoped provision would be
made for a breakwater iii the Supple-
mentary Estimates.

Vote agreed to.

Miscellaneous.

110. Miscellaneous Works not other-
wise provided for.......... $10,000

MaR. TUPPER said that Wallace
Harbour, Cumberland county, required
dredging. He had applied for it four
years ago, but he supposed that the in-
terests of hon. members who had
stronger claims on the Government
had been preferred. He had been
trying to obtain this improvement
now for nearly five years.

MR. MACKENZIE said that one
source of difficulty connected with the
Maritime Provinces, in this relation,
was the want of another small dredge,
and he proposed, during the present
season, to buy or rent one. The two
large dredges the Government owned,
could not ho used in nineteen-twentieths
of the harbours of the Lower Pro-
vinces. There was much more for the
large dredges to do than to finish the
dredging of St. John Harbour, and the
mouth of Miramichi River, and they
could do very well with the largest of
these dredges alone for the future.
He neglected no public work on ac-
count of the representation of any
constituency. He presumed thatWal-
lace Harbour would be the better for
dredging, though not represented by
the engineers to be an important place;
and ie would see what could possibly
bo done in this regard.

Ma. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said
that Lingan harbour in his county bal-
ly needed dredging. A small dredgo
owned by the General Mining Associa-
tion was used there; but it was not
equal to the requirements of the place.
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MR. MITCHELL said that the re-
mainder of the bar should be remov-
ed from Miramichi River. This was a
very important work. The most part
had been taken away but a great deal
remained to be donc. 160,000 million
feet of lumber were sent from this port
yearly; and it was frequently by a
great deal of shipping. Its exports
wore immense.

MR. THOMPSON (Caribon) said
there was a dredge lying idle in the
harbour of Victoria, which was rotting
for the want of work, though dredging
was required, and an expense of $566
was incurred to keep a man there in
charge of that dredge, which he believ-
ed had cost the Colony of British Col-
umbia $ 100,000.

MR. MACKENZIE said the vessel
would be put in repair and some work
would be done this year, but the filling
up of that harbour was to a large ex-
tent the fault of the people who put the
refuse of the town into it. The Gov-
ernment proposed to remove some
rocks in the harbour of Victoria this
year.

MR. McDONALD (Cape Breton),
said there was a place in his county,
the harbour of Lingan, for which the
Premier had promised to do something
some time ago.

MR. MACKENZIE said he had not
promised. The harbour req:ired to be
dredged for about half a mile, he be.
lieved. This was an attempt to make
deep water where nature never intend-
ed to have deep water. They could
hardly work a whole season on a place
like that, while other places required
the services of the dredge. That was
in fact a Canal. He did not see how
it was possible to dredge out the en-
trance to Lingan, to the extent asked
by the hon. gentleman last year. The
large dredges could not go there be-
cause they required deep water, and it
was impossible to let the small dredge
go there.

MR. McDONALD said he had asked
for this in 1875. The Premier thon said,
in answer to himself " that this would
be attended to as soon as possible,"
and bis (Mr. McDonald's), colleague
had received an official answer already
to this question. This was in 1875.

MR. MACKAY.

The Premier had not fulfilled his pro-
mise; this and other papers he had asked
for in relation to this harbour, did not
show the " official answer " referred to.
He called upon his colleague to compel
the fulfillment of the promise made
him in the official answer referred to,
and ho would again ask the Premier to
bring down with the other papers the
" official answer " which he said was
given by his Department. He had in-
terpreted this to mean that, as soon as
possible, he would send a dredge to
deepen that harbour. He had asked
for the correspondence but had not
found what he wanted in that corres-
pondence. And it rested between the
hon. Premier and his colleague to re-
consider this matter. Particularly the
" official answer." This answer must be
in the Department if it was ever given.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that at that
time it was supposed the larger dredges
could work there, but they found after-
wards that they could not.

Ma. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) ex-
prossed a hope that the Premier would
not overlook the harbour of Lingan.
It was a very important point.

In answer to Mr. McDoNALD (Ca1pe
Breton),

MR. MACKENZIE said he had not
at present any dredge in view to pur-
chase; but Mr. Perley was in com-
munication with Mr. John Ross
with a view of renting his dredge.

In answer to Mr. McCALLUM.

MR. MACKENZIE said thore was
only one Government dredge on the
island waters-a spoon dredge.

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN.

Ma. MACKENZIE said he could
hardly tell where the dredging would
be done.

SR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it was hardly satisfactory to vote this
large amount without having the har-
bours specified.

Mi. MACKENZIE said it was
quite impossible to specify it.

Vote ajreed to.
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110. Miscellaneous works, not other-
wise provided for ......... .. ...... $10,000

iii. Surveys and inspection .............. 44,000

Mr. LANGEVIN called attention
to the North Shore of the St. Law-
rence, for which no provision seemed
to have been made.

Vote agreed to.

112. Arbitration and Awards...... $15,000

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
What was expended last year ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: $6,234.
MR. BUNSTER: Does this include

expenditure for defining the boundary
of Stickeen River?

MR. MACKENZIE: The boundary
is defined as far as we can do it. The
Washington Government have agreed
with us to accept an arrangement for
the boundary at the present time,

Vote agreed to.

XIV. LIGHTHOUSE AND COAST SERVICE

129. For completion and construction
of Lighthouses and Fog Alarmns.$60,000

MR. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said
that, while $59,350, with $650 for in-
cidental expenses, were proposed for
the other Provinces, British Columbia's
interests were not considered. A fog
whistle was urgently required on Race
Rocks on the Straits of Fuca. A cap-
toin of a steamer running between
Victoria and San Francisco had told
him that he had run from the heads at
San Francisco to the entrance of the
Straits of Fuca, a distance of about
700 miles, without seeing land or
being able to take an observation,
Owing to the thick fogs which were
prevalent along the coast during about
two or three months in the summer.
After passing Cape Flattery, where
there was a fog whistle, the vessel was
obliged to go 60 miles further through
the straits, and turn round this dan-
gerous reef, Race Rocks, in the fog.
He did it safely and entered the har-
bour, but was in great danger. This
officer had informed him that the
Placing of a fog whistlo on these rocks
was a matter of paramount import-
ance to all vessels that entered the
Straits of Fuca.

144

Supply.

114 Steam Communications between
Halifax and St. John, via. Yar-
m outh......... . .....................

115 Steam Communication on Lake
Buron and Superior.................

$10,000

12,500

Mi. KIRPATRICK: Has the Col-
lingwood line a chance.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: I think that
the service is tendered for.

SIR JOHN MACDONALD: You
ought to know, surely.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: There were
two lines in former times, one for Col-
lingwood and the other for Sarnia.
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Mi. MACKENZIE: Are the fogs
very frequent there ?

MR. THOMPSON: Yes; during the
summer.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: I was cer-
tainly misinformed if that is the case.
I was informed that there was very
little fog in those waters. I do not
think that we will be able to provide
for a fog alarm there this year; I sup .
pose that there are more than 100 ap-
plications for fog whistles and light-
houses in various parts in the Do-
minion in the Department, and we
have selected those that we considered
most the important. Perhaps next
Session, if I get back, and I have no
doubt I will-

MR. MITCHELL: Doubtful.

SIR ALBERT J.SMITH: Something
will be done.

MR. MITCHELL: Are the fog-
whistles çrovided for steam or auto-
matie; and if the latter, of whose pa-
tent are they ?

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH : We have
not determined yet. I think that only
one among the number will be a steam
whistle.

MR. MITCHELL: How do the au-
tomie whistles work ?

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: Very
well, and they are much cheaper than
steam. We are adopting them.

Vote agreed to.

XIII OCEAN AND RIVER SERVICE.

Mail Subsidies.
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SiRa JOHN A. MACDONALD: I do
not know why the Collingwood lino
was broken up, and the Sarnia line
taken instead. This policy occasions
great inconvenience to a large portion
of Her Majesty's subjects.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: We have re-
duced the vote very much.

Sim JOHN A. MACDONALD: lere
is a question of mail subsidies up, and
the Postmater-General is away elec-
tioneering, instead of attending to his
business. Is that right? le is elec-
tioneering in the county of Shefford;
and here is the Minister of Finance
absolutely unable to answer the ques-
tions about votes, amount ing, in al, to
$217,200. Nobody is here to answer,
and this is the way in which this coun-
try is governed.

Mi. KIRKPATRICK: Is this ser-
vice open to competition every year ?

MR. MACKENZIE: There were
tenders taken.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK: Every year?

MR. MACKENZIE: Yes.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK: Will it be so
open this year ?

Ma. MACKENZIE: Certainly. I
am Lot sure whether tenders were
taken last year or not; but I know
that they were obtained, and this line
was the lowest. Afterwards a service
was arranged from Collingwood, so
much being paid per trip; and this
amounts to the same thing.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK: Is that con-
tinued now ?

Ma. MACKENZIE: Yes.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: No
subsidy is paid for carrying the mails
from Collingwood ?

Ma. MACKENZIE: I think that
three tenders were received-firom the
Collingwood, Sarnia, and Windsor
linos. The Windsor and Sarnia lines
have since amalgamated, and formed,
I think, the Northern Transportation
Company. The Collingwood line was
partly broken up by the withdrawal of
one of the vessels; and afterwards
arrangements were made for two mails
a week.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: Is
the arrangement with the Sarnia line
annual or for a number of years ?

Ma. MACKENZIE: I think that it
is anual.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: It must be, or
the terms would be laid on the table.
I think that it is annual.

Vote agreed to.

116. Steam Service between San Fran-
cisco and Victoria, British Colum-
bia ........................ $54,000

MR. BUNSTER said that the Steam-
ship service for British Columbia was
most wretched. His Excellency the
Governor General made his passage
by sea to British Columbia on 1-. M.
man-of-war, the "Amethyst," which,
with one of these steamers left Victoria
at the sanie time. One made the run
in six and the other in three days.

Sia JOHN A. MACDOXALD:
Which beat ?

Ma. BUNSTER: I was just coming to
that point. Her Majesty's ship, as is
always the case, beat. TheGovernment
should buy a ship for this $54,000 or
860,000, and run it, instead of paying
this large sum to these rattle-trap
American steamers, which were con-
demned by American Inspectors, and
not allowed to run on the American
coast. These miserable boats were
palmed off on British Columbia by
bogus Companies. His Province had
lost 500 citizens in one moment, owing
to the use of these steamers; and the
present state of things was unbearable.
This line, unless compelled to do so,
would not use British Columbian coal,

i and if the Government run its Own
steamer, the officer, crew and outfit
would contribute to the revenue of the
country.

Ma. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said ho
could not allow the very extraordinary
speech of the hon. member for Van-
couver to pass. There were not two
better boats on the Pacifie Ocean to-
day than the Ciy of Panama which was
3 years old, though she had a propen-
sity for rolling. 1e had been 16 tines
up and down that coast, and the pass-
age had averaged 37½ days, and rnany
times it had been under 30 days. The
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bon. gentleman had talked about buy-
ing a boat for $34,000 when he should
know that one could not be bought for
8250.000. It might be better if they
had two British boats owned in Victoria
performing this service, but they must
take the next best thing, and not eut
their noses off to spite their faces. He
believed one of the boats took her coal
en the American side, and one at
Nanaimo, and ho thought that in future
contracts they should be both made to
take their coal at Nanaimo.

MR. BUNSTER said it had taken
five days coming down the last trip,
and when the Governor-General went
up it took six days. He could discount
the hon. member for Cariboo in judging
of a boat or in boxing a compass. The
'Government were trying to wipe out
British Columbia and induce its inhab-
itants to go in for annexation, but
British Columbia was true and loyal to
the old flag, but they wanted the Gov-
.ernment to run their own boats.

Ma. McINNES said he wished to
.call the attention of the Government
to the necessity ofhaving one of these
steamers go direct to the mainland at
least once a month. Very often the
mails arrived at Victoria, and remained
there 2, 3 and 4 days at a time, and
more than double was paid for freight
from Victoria to the mainland than
from San Francisco to Victoria.
He urged that the Government should
expend $4,000 or $5,000 on a steamer
to run between Victoria and New
Westmiîinster.

MR. ROSCOE said the steamers on
the Pacifie were really as good as
,could possibly be expected.

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,

MR. CARTWRIGHT said he be-
lieved the contract would lapse in
1879.

MR. LANGEVIN said it would be
vcry important, if possible, to make
Victoria the terminus. He did not
know if there wore sufficient people
to justify the extension of the line to
*he North-West.

Vote agreed to.
144

117.

118.

119.

76.

22.
6.

Steam communication with
the Magdalen Islands......

Do between Nova Scotia
and St. Pierre..............

Do between Grand Main
Island, N.B., and Mainland.

Military Schools in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick.

St. Peters Canal ............
h'lie Department of Militia
and Defense ................

$ 42,000

5,000

1,500

10,000
144,100

36,450

COLLECTION OF REVENUE.

XXIV.-CUSTOMS.

Salaries and Contingent Expenses of the
several Ports.

1871L

In Province of Ontario.....
do Quebec .... .
do New Bruns-

wick .............. ...
In the Province of Nova

Scotia.............
In the Province of Manitoba

and North-West Territo-
ries.....................

In the Province of British
Columbia...............

In the Province of Prince
Edward Island...........

Salaries and travelling ex-
penses of Inspectors of
Ports and travelling ex-

enses of other Officers on
Inspection ....... .. ......

Contingencies of Head Office,
covering blank books,print-
ing, stationery, &c., for
the several Ports of Entry.

$216,383
200,445

93,195

105,635

12,450

22,308

24,420

16,000

15,000

Ma. McCALLUM said an increase of
$500 appeared in tho items for the
pcrt of Chatham. In 1874 the salaries
were 82,260, and last year they were
$3,060.

MR. BURPEE said that no addition-
al officer had been appointed, but the
salary of an officer atLondon had been
increased $200 since 1874. This was
provided for before they came into
office, and ho thought, on the very day
of the resignation of the late Govern-
ment. It was afterwards with some
others allowed.

Ma. McCALLUM said that he
thought the Custom Houase officer and
not the light-house keeper should be
appointed Harbour Master, and ho
should live at London, not 12 miles
from it. This occasionod great inconi
vonience.
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MR. BURPEE said he was not awari
until the question arose the othei
night, that this officer lived at a dis
tance from Rondeau. He was the
next morning told that this man wa
looked upon as a detective offlcer along
the lake shore. It was a speciai
appointment. He would see whether
his services were required, and morE
important at Rondeau than along the
coast. If so, he ought to be stationed
there.

Votes agreed to.

XXv. EXCISE.

188. Salaries of Oilcers and In-
pectors of Excise ,.... .......... $174,040 00

Travelling expenses, rent, fuel,
stationery, &c ............ .. 40,1000 00

Preventve Service ......... .. 5500 00
To pay Collectors of Customs

allowance on Duties collect-
ed by thein .................. ... 2,000 00

$221,540 00

MR. LAURIER said that the salar-
ies had been reduced $9,960, and
travelling expenses $ >,000. A great
deal of assistance that had been re-
quired in former years was dispensed
with this year.

MR. MACMILLAN said that when
the duty was taken off coal oit it was
thought desirable to decrease the num-
ber of officers in the City of London;
and a proposition was made to a very
efficient officer, named Wilson, that if
ho would resign bis position he would
get a year's salary ($600) as a gratu-
ity. He waited a considerable time,
until this amount was actually granted
him, and brought down in a statement
and placed on the floor of the House;
and thon, in pursuance of the agree-
ment, ho sent in his resignation, and
had not received his gratuity. He
(Mr. Macmillan) was informed by the
lDepartment that this officer had re-
signed unconditionally, although this
was done after thej amount had been
granted. He was told that the Order
in Council making the grant was stili
in existence, and that this Order must
either be cancelled or the amount
passed. He thought that this agree-
ment should be carried out on the part
of the Government after the officer had
kept bis part of the contract. He
could readily understand a private

MB. MCCALLUM.

individual being a party to such a.
trick, but ho could scarcely under.
stand how the members of the Govern.
ment could be a party to it. The
promise was undoubtedly made, and it
should be kept.

Mi. LAURIER said that the facts
were these: Last year a certain nun-
ber of officers were removed,
amongst others Wilson, of the
excise at London, on condition that
ho was allowed a gratuity of $600, a
year's salary. This amount was voted
by the Treasury Board, and the Order
was passed in Council, sornetime during
June, last. It was then sent from this
Department to the Auditor's Office,
but through some clerical error in the
Auditor's Office, the choque was never
sent, and Wilson continued to act, not
exactly in the capacity of an excise
officer, but as inspector of oil. The
matter so rested until February last.
Sometime in January, complaint was
made to the Department that Wilson,
in violation of the law, was acting as
inspector of oil while interested in the
oit trade; and, thereupon, he believed,
without any communication from the
Department, Wilson sent in his resig-
nation unconditionally. The matter
rested there. It had not been before
the Department since.

MR. MACMILLAN said that the rea-
son why Wilson pursued the course he
did was, because, he was informed by
one of the officers of the Inspector's
Department in the district, that this
amount, $600, had been granted him;
and he waited, day after day, expect.
ing to receive official advice of the fact
from the Department. In the mean-
time, he knew that his services might
be dispensed with at any moment, and
ho was prepared for this emergency;
ho was acquainted with the oit busi-
ness ; and, unqestionably, he had some
interest in it; but he only did so pre-
paratory to earning bis livelihood whei
he left this position. It was most sin-
gular that this Order-in-Council should
have been passed months ago, and sent
to the Auditor's Office, and never have
gone any further. The resignatiOn
was sent in on a Saturday, and the
statement containing this grant Was
placed on the table of the louse s01
five days before. All the publicitY
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possible was given the matter, official
notice direct to Wilson excepted.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: After
this conversation, no doubt, the bon.
gentleman at the4ead of the Depart-
men t will see that this is a case of very
great hardship which savours a little
of sharp practice; and also that this
man gets tho $600.

Ma. CURRIER: It is a peculiar case,
and I ain not now prepared to say
whether this is or is not entitted to it.

MR. BOWELL: Why is the increase
of $100 made at Belleville ?

MR. LAURIER said it was made to
the salary of one of the Excise officers,
who had passed his examination from
3rd to 2nd class. Under regulations
in force for several years, they had
foui classes of Excise officers, 3rd, 2nd,
1st, and special class; the salary for
the last named being $1,000, whenever
an officer passed an examination it en-
titled him to an increase of $100.

MR. BOWELL : How many officers
are employed there ?

MR. LAURIER : Four.

MR. BOWELL: Who is the Collec-
ter?

MR. LAURIER: Wm. lalkin.

MR. BOWELL: le has oeen Collec-
tor there for three or four years; and
bis name is left out in this return.

Ma. LAURIER: I cannot say why
bis name is not in the report,

Vole agreed to.
IHouse resumed.

Resolution reported.

House adjourn1 ed at
Ha1f:past One o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 30th April, 18I8.

The Speaker took the Chair at
Two o'cloek.

PRAYERS.

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IN ELEC-
TIONS.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he wished to say a word in regard to a
conversation that had taken place in
the louse respecting the position of
Mr. Moylan, in consequence of his
alleged presence at a banquet given
to him (Sir John A. Macdonald) in
Peterborough. At the time, the hon.
the Premier mentioned that a man in
the employment of the Government
had been with him on an clectioneer-
ing tour, he had forgotten all about
the circumstance, and he asked who it
was. The hon. gentleman replied Mr.
Moylan. He had, then, forgotten
the fact that since 1867 Mr. Moylan
was not inspector of prisons, as well
as of Penitentiaries. H11e had really for-
gotten almost everything connected
with the circumstance; but he had since
ascertained that Mr. Moylan was not
in the employment of the Government
in any sense at the time, but was
there present as a journalist. le be-
lieved that it was in June, 1872, that
such employment ceased; he returned
from Ireland and ceased to be an im-
migrant agent, and was not appointed
to his prosent office until September,
1872, on the death of Mr. J. O'Neil.

SUPPLY.

XXVI. CULLING TIMBER.

louse again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

189. { Quebec Office...........$72.900
Montreal Odice ............. 4,853

$77,755

Ma. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
that excessive charges for the culling of
timber lad been imposed by an Order-
in-Council passed on the 18th of June,
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last. Itwas provided by an Act passed
last Session, that the G-overnor in
Council could impose such charges for
the measurement of timber as would
meet the salaries of the cullers, at an
average of $700 each, and the cxpenses
of the office; but he found that the
dues that would accrue from the mea-
surement of the tiniber last year, at
the rates established by this Order-in-
Council, amounted to $36,510.64.
Eighteen cullers, at $700 each, cost
$12,600, and as the proportion of the
office expenses, which he took was
properly chargeable against the timber
Department, would be about $8,500,
amounting in all to $21,000, leaving a
surplus of $15,410. The tariff, how-
ever, should be based on the average
of the five years preceding, and this
for the years from 1872 to 1876,
including 1876, at the rates imposed
by this Order-in-Council, would be
$30,266.33, whilst the charges were
821,100, leaving a surplus of $9,166.63.
The bon. the Minister of Finance had
laid down the principle that any tax
levied on the public, in excess
of the public requirements, was
nothing more nor less than legal-
ized robbery; but, if he should
use the term, this was not even
legalized robbery, as the Act stated
that such charges should only be im-
posed as would meet the requirements
of the office. He would urge upon the
hon. the Minister of Finance, the
desirability of so reducing these
charges, and of not imposing a special
tax on this particular industry.

MR LAURIER said that the reve-
nue accruing from this source last
year, in the Port of Quebec. did not
exactly meet the expenses. The reve-
nue was only $67,127.93, while the
expenses were $67,911.92; and, if the
dues on square timber were reduced,
the fees on other specifications of lum-
ber would have to be increased, other-
wise there would be a deficit in the
total earningsof the Department. The
rates imposed last June were merely
tentative. The Department was pre-
pared to consider a new tariff.

MR. WHITE said that if any change
at all were made it should be made
before the season for measuring timber
began. Upto the l8th oflast month, the

MR. WHITE.

tariff was very much les than it was.
subsequently. He thought that the ex-
penses of the Department had been
more than met by the proceeds. The
amount accruing for the culling of
timber up to the 30th of June, 1877,
according to the Public Accounts was
865,984.31, for the Quebec office only,
and the amount paid was 863,237,
leaving a surplus for the last fiscal year
of $2,600, instead a of deficit.

Ma. LAURIER: There is the Mon-
treal office besides.

MR. WIIITE said that there was a
special tariff for measuring herclock,
which was very much below that for
pine, and this tariff more particularly
applied to the Montreal office, because
very little hemlock was measured in the
Quebec office. He con tended that the ex-
pense of the Quebec office should be
made chargeable on it alone, and it
should not be charged with the expenses
of other offices throughout the country..
A very much less rate for measuring
square timber would meet the neces-
sary expenses. A large surplus had con-
stantly existed in this regard during
past years at the Quebec office.

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,

Ma. LAURIER said that under the
Act passed last year 26 cullers had
been pensioned receiving $200 eacl;
there were now, square timber cullers;
19 deal cullers and 9 stave cullers.

Mi. MITCHELL : How many have
been appointed during the same
period ?

Ma. LAURIER: Not one to my
knowledge.

MR. BERTRAM said ho had last
year directed the attention of the
hon. Minister of Inland Revenue
to the fact that when lumbermen had
a culler sent to their mills to call deals
and sent it to Quebec, the culling
was sometimes not received by the
purchaser, and a survey was made; in
this manner the seller was made to
pay twice for the same service. The
culling of deals at any one place in the
Dominion should be made final. The
present system was unjust.
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MR. LAURIER said that accord-
ing to the Aot, if a party was dissatis-
fied with the culling and asked for a
survey, the culler had to bear the ex-
penses if his culling proved to be
wrong; otherwise, the party complain-
ing.

MR. BERTRAM said he spoke of a
matter-of-fact, which was within his
own knowledge. He had asked last
year in one case that the second pay-
ment should be refunded; but he had
got no satisfaction from the Minister
of Inland Revenue.

MR. HAGGART said the trouble
was that purchasers would not accept
the culling of certain cullers, and to
make sales sellers were obliged to
obtain a second culling and pay for it.
These men were paid from $15 to $20
a day.

Ma. LAURIER said that whenever
a culler was engaged outside of the port
where the timber was shipped, to a cer-
tain extent he was beyond the jurisdic-
tion of the Department, and his savings
belonged to him and not to the office.
Culling at tle port of shipment, on all
exported lumber, was compulsory. and
this culling was done under the super-
vision of the Department which was
responsible for it. He so understood
the law.

Ma. BERTRAM said it was only
just that the culling of an officiai cul-
ler should be binding whether done at
the mili or in Quebec. The payment
of double fees was un just. This
grievance existed as a matter-of-fact.

MR. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said there was no room for difference
of opinion as to the measurement of
lumber; but there was with regard to
the quality. The latter work was a
mere matter of judgment; and opinions
often differed respecting it. Some
cullers, though all were sworn, were
known to be casier in their judgments
than others, and objection was some-
times taken to the cnlling of the
former class by purchasers.

MR. POPE (Compton) said that the
culler could be chosen by the parties
concerned, otherwise one official cull-
ing should be binding.

MR. WIUTE said it would not be
right or proper that because a culler
was licensed, his dictum should be
final. This would destroy the remedy
of submitting a culler's decision to the
arbitrament of three cullers which was
provided for in the Act. Of the reve-
nue accruing last year, $2,425 had been
aidas retiring allowances to cullers;

but it was provided by the Act passed
last year, that the amount already paid
in to the Consolidated Fund by the
cullers, over and above the expenses of
the office up to that time, could be used
to pay these allowances; and be
thought that this should be done until
this fund was exhausted. These allow-
ances should not previously be made
a charge on the lumber trade. It was
decided last year that 3c. on square
white and red pine would be sufficient,
with the other charges, to meet the ex-
penses of the office. This might be right
or wrong, but certainly the amount
charged last year, under the Order-in-
Council mentioned, was much in excess
of what was necessary to perform the
service. In simple justice these charges
should be reduced ; and if such action
as were taken it ought to be donc before
the season began.

Ma. CURRIER said that the cost of
measuring timber which came down
the St. Lawrence, and from Michigan,
was about three times as much as the
cost of measuring the timber which
w as brought down the Ottawa. Ali
the timber which came down the St.
Lawrence had to be canted fron the
moulinette into the water, and, as it
was canted off, the euller measured it ;
whereas in a raft the culler measured
the timber without moving or canting
a stick. The charges for measuring
moulinetted tim ber ought to be three
times as much as for raft timber. This
did not require any .legislation to
change, but simply an Order-in-Coun-
cii, or instructions to the Supervisor of
Callers. The law also worked badly in
this respect: that, as soon as the culler
earned $700, he could do no more work
that season. Some of the cullers earned
this amount by the middle of August,
while others had to work out the whole
season. This was not right. To
remedy that the list should bc left open
or the Supervisor have power to send
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out the cullers as he choose, and not
take them in rotation. The office
should be under the control of the
Supervisor.

Ma. LAURIER said he heard a great
many complaints, not only from lum-
bermen, but from the cullers them-
selves. One of the chief complaints
was that, under the present system,
the square timber cullers were not suf-
ficiently paid, while the complaint
of the merchants was that there should
be an open list, and that they should
have the liberty to choose the culler
they wished to employ. The last Act
provided that the Supervisor should
give employment to cullers by rotation.
The Act should be further tested be-
fore proceeding to change it.

Ma. MITCHELL said ho was sur-
prised that lumbermen should tolerate
this system. In the deal business, the
system of culling in New Brunswick
was very simple. A surveyor was
employed at the mill, who reccived his
$2 per day, and who culled and mea-
-sured the deals; and, although large
shipments were made to Europe, their
culling was very seldom disputed. He
would advise the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue to wipe out this whole
system at Quebec and adopt the one
at New Brunswick.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
the views of the hon. member were
not held by those in the lumber trade
on the Ottawa. It was necessary, in
the interests of the square timber
trade at all cvents, that this office
should be maintained, for the purpose
of ascertaining the exact n umber of feet
in the rafts which went to Quebec.

MR. COOK Faid before the hon.
member for Northumberland appeared
as the champion of lumbermen upon
the floor of this House, he should first
attempt to ascertain their views. The
lumbermen did not wish to abolish the
office of Supervisor of Cullers at
Quebec.

Ma. MITCHELL said be had never
pretended to make himself the cham-
pion of the lumbermen, but simply
endeavoured to give the benefit of his
experience which was worth some-
thing.

Ma. CURRIER.

MR. GILLMOR said he thought
lumbermen should take charge of
slides and booms rather than the Gov-
ernment.

MR. LAURIER said it was difficult
for a young Minister to frame a tariff
when the lumbermen d isagreed among
themselves. ie would co -sider the
suggestions which had been made.

Ma. BOWELL said he would like to
know why twenty-six cullers had been
pensioned.

MR. LAURIER said that this was
done under an Act last Session, which
provided for the reduction of the num-
ber of square timber cullers to not
more than eightcen, all others to be
superannuated.

Ma. BLAKE: They are paid out of
the cullers' fund.

Vote agreed to.

XXVII. WEIGHTS AND MEASURES AND GAS.

190. Salaries of 96 Deputy Inspectors
of Weights and Measures........... $54,300

Ma. LANGEVIN said that these
men were paid so much a year and
travelling expenses. The present sys-
tem did not seem to work well. These
officers bad very little to do, and the
people in many parts of the Province
of Quebec were not satified with them.
They fulfilled their duties very care-
lessly; and, in a number of places,
instead of attending to their duties,
they did something else. They were
merely electioneering agents, in many
cases, for which work they were paid
out of the taxes of the people. Some
measures must certainly be taken to
prevent this. He could give instances
in this relation. This evil should be
remedied. These men worked in the
interest of Government candidates.

MR. ROCHESTER said the carrying
out of this law caused very great dis-
satisfaction. Nothing had been done
with regard to the complaints made
some time since. Scales, and weights
and measures worth from $200 to
$300, were to be seen in the Inspec-
tor's office; and they were taken away
without any right from merchants.
Some of the names of these persons
were Leon David, McCarthy, Frank-
lin and Kavanagh, of Upper Town.
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The last mentioned merchant had
informed him that the Inspector
had walked in the middle of
the afternoon into his shop,
when it was fiHed with customers, and
carried off his scales, leaving nothing in
the place to weigh with. This occurred
a few months ago, and was calculated
to do Mr. Kavanagh great damage in
his business. There was no redress
against the high-handed acts of these
officials possessed of a little brief
authoritv. Scales seized were sold on
the market by auction ; and it was no
use to appeal to the Inland Revenue
Department for redress, though if the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Laurier) hoard
the complaints, ho vas sure that the
whole community would get justice.

MR. MITCHELL: No soft solder.

Mu. ROCHESTER said ho was not
soft soldering the hon. gentleman.
le complained of the man who was
behind the throne, the deputy in the
Department. A number of gentlemen
in this city had imported sets of brass
imperial weights, costing $28 each;
and these were confiscated, thougli just
as good weights as
the Government.
hardship, which did
Weights should be
purpose as long as
The City Inspector
spected these same

those proposed by
This was a great
the people no good.
sufficient for the

they were correct.
had regularly in-
weights and mea-

sures and branded them for years, and
stili they were taken away and no re-
compense was allowed. This was an
oppressive Act which should never
have been put in force in this country.
Another abuse related to the sending
of scales, etc., to a particular man in
the city who was cousin, uncle or
brother, or political cousin of the In-
spector or something of the kind. The
Inspector obliged merchants to do so;
and 87 was charged in one case for the
mere verification. The charge varied
from $5 and $6 to $16 per scale. These
abuses should be looked into.

MR. MITCHELL said that Rob ert C.
Cutler had been appointed as Inspector
for the county of Cumberland: salary
$493.68, contingencies $28.22. This
man had drawn his salary for two or
three years, and had not done anything
for it. He had never heard of him
until sometime in November last.

MR. LAURIER said that if these
officers were paid by fees in lieu of
salary, it would be still more conducive
to abuses, as they would then have an
inducement to intermeddle and make
themselves officious. In timo this law,
which was absolutely necessary and
good in itself, would give universal
satisfaction. No civilized nation would
dispense with such a measure, though
the bon. member for Northumberland
called it an incu bus.

Ma. MITCHELL : I do.
MR. L AURIER said the bon. gentle-

man, however, was responsible as one
of the promoters of the law. An In-
spector of Weights and Measures,
under the present circumstances-as
these men were rather unpopular-
would be the last man he would choose
to canvass in his interest. It was,
however, quite possible that the men
in their private capacity had can-
vassed, they were like other men, and
ho knew Civil servants who meddled
in elections, not only in the Liberal,
but also on the Conservative, side in the
Province of Que bec.

MR. MITCHELL : Where is
Johnson, and what is he doing? Is he
not canvassing in Lower Canada for
the friends of the Government.

MR. LAURIER said that Mr.
Johnson was not canvassing anywhero,
but on the contrary making a very
necessary tour of inspection.

MR. MITCHELL : He does a little
canvassing I guess.

MR. LAURIER said that the hon.
gentleman mentioned an officer who
had drawn his salary for two years, and
who had done nothing, and it was abso-
lutelyneecessary that ail these officers,in
every part of the Dominion, should be
under the close superintendence of the
Department. It was hard to give an
officer power to confiscate scales but
this had to be done; and it could not be
avoided. He was certain that as long
as this system existed there would be
cases where officers would make them-
selves somewhat overbearing and
tyrannical. But the law had to be
compliediwith, and if a man refused to
comply with the law it was the officer's
duty to confiscate his scales; but at the
same time as long as ho was at the head
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of the Department hewould not tolerute
any overbearing or uncivil conduct on
the partof these officials. A remedy ex-
isted for these complaints. They should
be brought, as was provided for by
law, before the Minister of Inland Reve-
nue. Itwas not to his knowledge that
any complaint in this relation had as
yet been made, except in one or two
cases; and he believed that in these
instances justice had been at once donc.
When the complaint was made about
the officer in Cumberland county draw-
ing bis salary without giving any con-
sideration for it, they had written him,
and directed him at once to comply
with bis duties, and he was quite satis-
lied, from the answer they had reccived,
that the hon. gentleman would not have
to complain in this respect in the
future.

MR. MITCHELL said he was not
going to be satisfied with such an an-
swer. Was this justification for the
Government hnving appointed a man
to ths position for political purposes-
a man who sold himself to the hon.
gentlemen opposite in order to turn
the late Government out of office, and
who was awarded for his treachery by
this very appointment for which he had
drawn his salary without doing any
work for it. The late Govern-
ment was responsible for passing
the law, to corne into operation when
necessity called for it. The necessity
never existed, and this Governnent
was responsible for having brought the
law into operation when uncalled for.
An Order-in-Council should be issued
to abolish the law.

MR. ROCHESTER said where a
manufacturer adjusted his own scales
the Inspector should certify to their
correctness, if they were rightly ad-
justed, and nlot send them to a friend of
his to be readjusted.

Ma. LAURIER said instructions
were sent last February to the different
Inspectors to give notice in advance so
that people eould choose a registrar for
themselves. This order was given be-
cause some of the Inspectors had been
in the habit of taking adjusters with
them, compelling the people te use
these adjusters and none others.

MR. LAURIER.

MR. PLUMB denied that the present
Government was bound, as stated bythe Finance Minister in his picnic
utterances, to put the Weights and
Measures Act into operation. For
whatever odium was attached to it
gentlemen opposite were blameable.
The charge that the late Government
was in any way responsible for the ex-
penditure of $100,000 a year, which
had been entered into, was unfounded;
and, although the Act had been passed,
it was not to be put into operation
until necessary.

Mi. CARTWRIGHT said the late
Government had a sum in the Esti-
mates for the carrying out of the Act
during their last year of office.

MR. JONES (iHolifax) said the hon.
member for Cumberland was respon-
si ble for the introduction of the Act, an
act for which he (Mr. Jones) conld sec
ro necessity, as ho pointed out at the
time.

MR. TUPPER said the Act was
brought forward at a time when it
would have been simply criminal, con-
sidering the frauds and mistakes which
had occurred prior to its passage, to
have neglected to introduce it. The
Act was introduced none too soon,and
he (Mr. Tupper) assumed the responsi-
bility of it. The Minister of Finance
and the Minister of Militia, in holding
up the Act to execration and contempt
at public meetings, were very incon-
sistent in continuing the Act in opera-
tion. The hon. member for Niagara
was quite right in his statement as to
the Act. Hon. gentlemen opposite
came into office when the Act was not
law, and as soon as they issued the
Order-in-Council enforcing it, they
assumed the responsibility for it.
Mr. Johnson was now away 011
an electioneering tour. The Min-
ister had said that ho was away on an
inspection tour, but he was not an In-
spector. lis duties were at Ottawa
beside the Minister. The bad way 111
which the law had been enforced had
made it unpopular, and the continu-
ance of the law by the Governient
laid the responsibility upon them. If
they thought it should not be con-
tinued they should repeal it.
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Mi. MACKENZIE: Wo cannot re-
ieal it.

MR. TUPPER said if they had come
to the conclusion in Council that this
-was not a wise or necessary law, it was
their duty to refuse to bring it into
operation, and then, when Parliament
met, to bring forward a measure 1 or its
repeal. They had no option between
that course and taking the entire
responsibility of the measure. He did
not desire to divest himself of ary
responsibility in regard to it. He be-
lieved it was not passed before it was
necessary, and that it was right to
bring it into operation as soon'as pos-
sible, and then in working it to divest
it of anything calculated to create hos-
tility in the public mind. He believed
the Government were doing right in
keeping it on the Statute book, and he
objected to their keeping up a feeling
of hostility to a measure they were
carrying out. He did not believe it
would entail a large expense. The
reports showed that, wherever the law
was most efficiently carried out, there
was the least expense, because a return
was made to the expenditure. Tho
law should be enforced, not in the in-
terest of any party, but in the interests
of honest dealing between buyer and
seller.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said the hon.
gentleman had, as frequently
happened, confounded two totally
different points. The point be
(Mr. Cartwright) had been mak-
ing was, that the present (overn-
ment were not responsible, fairly, for
the addition to the public expenditure
caused by putting in force an Act
wbich they had not placed on the
Statute-book.

'The present Government had provided
in the Statute-book for, and had expended, a
considerable sum of money in preliminary
steps for organizing a system of weights and
neasures which the present Government

found themselves boun dto carry out at an
annual cost of $100,000."

Now, the flouse could judge of the
charge, that he never lost an opportu-
nity of villifying the late Government
on account of this measure. If that
was villification and abuse, the hon.
gentieman's vocabulary had better be
revised. The whole of the hon. gentle-

man's preEs, from one end of the coun-
try to the other, had been denouncing
the present Government as the authors
of that mensure, and it was in reply
that they pointed ont whether tho
measure was good or bad, in regard
to which he (Mr. Cartwright) ex-
pressed no opinion. It was a measure
passed by the late Government and in-
troduced by the hon. member for Cum-
berland (Mr. Tupper) hinself, who was
at that time, if Le remembered right,
either the Minister of Inland Revenue,
or the Minister of Customs. He (Mr.
Cartwright) had pointed out that the
present Government were simply
putting in force an Act already on the.
Statute-book.

MR. TUPPER said if the speech
read by the hon. gentleman had not,
been revised, it would put him (Mr.
Tupper) considerably in fault. But
what the hon. gentleman had read was
not what principally left that impres-
sion on his (fr. Tupper's) mind. It
wns a sentence in which the hon.
gentleman spoke of " This precious
Weights and Measures Act." Those
were the words, and he thought if the
hon. gentleman would go to the paper
in which bis speech was first reported
be would fmnd that what Le had just
read was a revised report. It was not
the hon. gentleman, however, to whoni
he referred as villifying the Act, it
was the Minister of Militia.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: He referred
to me and the Minister of Militia in
the saine paragraph, and in the same
terms.

MR. TUPPER said he had spoken
of the Finance Minister's language as
being calculated to excite the hostility
of the country against the Act, and
then ho referred to the denunciation
of the Minister of Militia.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: I am sure-
that speech at Newmarket was cor-
rectly reported. My speeches were
reported almost verbatim et literatin.
There was very little revision.

Ma. MITCHELL asked what amount
was required to put the Act in force ?'

MR. CARTWRIGHT said it was an
amount which occurred in the esti-
mates of 1873-74 for that purpose,-
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" Expenses in connection with Weights
and Measures, $10,000 "-and it was
on that that Mr. Brunel went to Eng-
land, and as ho was informed made
large orders.

MR. MITCHELL said that was the
excuse which the hon. gentleman
rave for charging upon the late

Government the enormous expendi.
tures under this Act.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that the
result of that vote was Mr. Brunel's
visit to England, where he made
orders, he believed, to the amount of
something like $100,000.

MR. MITCHELL said he could find
no authority under the late Govern-
ment for any expenditure except that
610,000. Did the hon. gentleman
mean to say that the late Government
were responsible for standards which
were not delivered for 3 years after-
wards. Did he mean to say that
because an expenditure of $10,000 was
authorized in 1873, the late Govern-
ment was responsible for an expend-
Sture of $120,000 which these gentle-
men had squandered in this manner.
He was not goirg to free himself from
the responsibility of the Act, but while
it might be necessary at a future day
it might not have been desirable at the
moment it was called into existence. In
his county the Inspector had been
drawing his salary for 3 years without
doing any work.

MR. ROSS (West Middlesex) said
the Act did not cost $120,000. Credit
must be given for the receipts.

MR. MITCHELL said that the hon.
gentleman could state what the re-
.ceipts were, ho stated the liabilities.
From his county the receipts were nil.
The Act for the registration of Ship-
ping was to have been brought into
operation by an Order-in-Council, in
the same measure as this Act, but the
present Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries had takon no stops to bring that
Act into operation. Why was the rule
applied in the one case and not in the
other ?

MR. TUPPER said ho did not desire
to divest himself of the responsibility
attaching to the introduction of the
Act. The report laid upon the table of
the House this Session showed the

MR. CARTWRIGHT.

supply.

current expanditure to be $70,140.74,
and the revenue collected to be
$50,375.45. He thought the Govern.
ment were right in rèducing the fees,
because it was desirable not to make
the Act more objectionable than was
necessary. There was only a differ-
ence of about $20,000 between the
expenditure aud the receipts.

MR. BROUSE said he knew that in
this part of the Dominion the officers
selected were the best that could
be selected. In the county of Leeds
and Grenville the officer had adminis-
tered the Act almost to the satisfaction
of the people. It was a very unpopu-
lar law, but he had carried it out well.
The receipts from Leeds and Grenville
were more than double the expendi-
ture. He was very happy to hear
from the Minister that the wishes of
the people would be met, so far as to
take the adjuster along with the in-
spector. When this measure was
brought forward in 1873, he had op-
posed1 it, as far as he could, and had
stated that it would be an unpopular
measure. But it was forced upon the
country by the late Government; and,
if the present Government bad not
carried it out, there would have been a
howl in the pic-nic speeches of hon.
gentlemen from one end of the country
to the other. The Government were
bound to carry out that measure. It
was on the Statute-book. A large ex-
penditure had been incurred.

Ma. MITCHELL: None at all.
MR. ROSS (West Middlesex):

$10,000.
Ma. BROUSE said there was a large

expenditure, and was there not a cer-
tain responsibility in regard to that,
and also in regard to an individual
who was sent abroad to secure stan-
dard weights and moasures.

Ma. MITCHELL: Not tilt the other
Government came in.

MR. BROUSE: The member for
Cumberland stated he took the respon-
sibility for this measure.

Ma. MITCHELL: That is another
thing.

MR. BROUSE said he thought if the
other members of the Government had
taken the responsibility in the same
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manly way as the hon. member for
Cumberland (Mr. Tupper), they would
deserve more credit from the House
and the country.

Mi. ROCHESTER said he had
several letters in his possession from
merchants in this city, who had writ-
ton to him respecting the abuses some
of them had suffered in connection
with this Act. They had given him
these letters on the condition that he
should not name the writers. He
would, with their permission, give the
names to the Minister of Inland Reve-
nue, but they were afraid to give thoir
names, because of the injury they
would sustain from the deputy of that
Department. Some of them bad im-
perial weights taken from them, and
they wished to know if they could not
have them returned. They had been
bought in London, England, and
stamped; sorne of thcse weights had
cost $70. This was a great hardship.

MR. LAURIER: I an really sur-
prised that these outrages should take
place and no complaint be made.

Ma. ROCHESTER: The people are
afraid to do it.

Ma. LAURIER: Afraid ?
MR. ROCHESTER: I will undertake

to prove it to the satisfaction of the
hon. gentleman.

Mu. LAURIER: I would advise the
people to have courage.

Vote agreed to.

191. Salaries of Gas Inspectors..... $11,000

Ma. BOWELL: Have they been
appointed ?

MR. LAURIER said that several
were appointed. Many of these officers
were not paid regular salaries; but
those who received such salaries were
the following : the Inspector at
H1amilton, salary $700; Inspector at
Montreal, salary $2,000; Inspectors at
Toronto, Quebee, St. John and Halifax,$1,000 each; and inspector at Pictou
8300.

MR. MITCHELL said that A. Rowan,
St. John, N.B., was credited with
$1,800 and with $354 for contingencies,
Making $2,154; and the Inspector at
Hialifar with $1,563.50.

MR. LAURIER said that this related
to the period before these appointments
were made. If he was correctly in-
formed, the officers named had been
appointed since the commencement o
the present financial year. This $1,800
to the Inspector at St. John was not
given as salary, but for services
rendered.

MR. MITCIIELL: What is the
difference ?

MR. LAURIER said that this vas
for services for more than one ycar.

MR.BOWELL said that when the law
was under consideration, it was dis-
tinctly understood that the Inspectors
of Weights and Measures would also
act as Gas Inspectors.

MR. WOOD: They could not do the
work which requires scientific train-
ing.

MR. BOWELL said that this was not
desirable, because the Government
patronage would not thon be
so extensive. This was donc to
multiply the number of officers.
It required special knowledge and
training toperform anyduty. If the
salaries were made commensurate with
the duties in question, men could easily
be obtained with sufficient intelligence
to perforin both services. He did not
know on what principle these inspec-
tors were appointed. In the city of Ot-
tawa, certainly, a large amount of gas
was consumed.

MR. LAURIER: No inspector is ap-
pointed here. The work is donc by the
Department directly, so far.

MR. MACKENZIE: There is some
gas here that cannot be inspected.

Mi. BOWELL said that if hon. mem-
bers inspected each other's gas, the
opinions given to the world would, per-
haps, not be worth much. He was
afraid that if the hon. the Premier in-
spected the gas of his opponents, ho
would find it not worth much; and vice
versa. If the intention of the law was
carried out, as was distinctly under.
stood would be the case, a very great
saving would be affected. In Toronto
the total amount of the return for the
year ending 30th June, 1877, was
$792.22, while the salary was $1,000 ;
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and this he supposed did not include
office rent and etceteras. These returns
should be made intelligible; the
amounts mentioned were apparently
for the year ending 30th June, 1877.
They were delusive if the statement
made by the hon.member (Mr.Laurier)
was correct. He ventured to say that
in a very short period a person of ordi-
nary intelligence could learn to per-
form this duty properly. Professional
knowledge was not required. Men
should be selected who were qualified
for both offices. But as long as the
Government could multiply offices and
have plenty of posts to fill, he supposed
that just so long would they exercise
the patronage in this way. Econ-
omical questions had little weight
when there was occasion to fill
offices which, to use a newspaper
phrase, were too numerous to mention.
This matter should be taken into serious
consideration by the hon. the Minister
of Inland Ëevenue; and both duties
should be combined. There were a
a large number of places in Ontario,
and he presumed in the other Provin-
ces as well, which should have inspec-
tors of gas as well as the cities men-
tioned and where these officers were
just as necessary. He was afraid that
there was very little hope for any im-
provemen or reform in this relation,
because the love of patronage and the
desire to provide for friends were too
great in the political world to suffer it
to be accomplished.

Ma. CURRIER: What are the duties
of these officers ?

Ma. LAURIER: They have to test
the quality of the gas, when required
by the consumer or manufacturer; test
the apparatns, and to go as often as he
has reason to believe that the gas is
inferior or the apparatus not accurate,
and test them.

MR. WOO D said that the Inspector
of Weights and Measures in a place like
Hamilton, could not undertake the
duties of the Gas Inspector, as two in-
spectors of weights and measures could
scarcely do the work required of them.
them The duties of the Gas Inspec-
tor were beyond the powers of weights
and measures inspectors. The former
had to test meters, and the quality of
the gas sometimes three or four times

Ma. BOWELL.

a day, ha ring to be in constant attend.
ance at his office. As fur s Hamilton
was concerned the inspectors of weights
and measures could not more than dis-
charge the duties which were incum-
bent on them.

MR. STEPHENSON: Are other in.
spectors to be appointel in towns
where gas is used ?

MR. LAURIER said that the system
would be extended, but ha could not
now say to what extent.

MR. CURR[ER said that he opposed
the Bill when it was introduced by the
late Government, as he believed that
it imposed an unneccssary tax on the
people. The services of these inspec-
tors were rarely required. In these
days of cheap coal oil, if the companies
did not manufacture good gas, the peo-
ple would not use it.

Ma. BLAKE said that the gas manu-
factured in Ottawa was most villain.
ous, especially in many quarters of the
city. For nearly two months, in the
winter before last, he had had to aban-
don the use of gas in his house bere,
and use coal oil, which vas very incon-
venient. These officers were neces-
sary.

Ma. CU RRIER: No complaint can
be made about the gas in this House.

Ma. BLAKE: There is gas above
and gas below, but the gas below,
which we make ourselves, is s0
mach the worse that we are ashaned
to complain.

SiRa JOHN A. MACDONALD:
There is gas escaping over there.

Ma. CURRIER said that the gas
was bad in some quarters of the city,
but it, nevertheless, was good when it
left the works.

Ma. WOOD said that the gas con-
panies had not objected, but had wish-
cd the appointment of these inspectors.
The Inspector of Hamilton also visite(l
St. Catharines, Woodstock, and several
other towns in the discharge of his
duties.

Mit. BOWELL said that then there
was no such a great amount of work
to do, and hence this office might
be combined with some other; Excise
officers for instance might perform
the duty. The gas was bad at
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eertain periods ofthe year. He would
ask whether a special offleer, or one of
the clerks of the Department, did the
work bore ?

MR. LAURIER said that it was in
contemplation to appoint an Inspector
lor Ottawa; but the duty, so far, had
been done by one of the officers of the
Department. Technical knowledge,
he understood, was required. In-
spectors of Weights and Measures
ight bave sufficient leisure to act as

Gas Inspectors in country places; but
this was not the case in iarge cities.
It was unfair, under the circumstances,
to say that these officers were not
wanted, because additional patronage
was desired.

MR. BOWELL said that Inspectors
of Weights and Measures could be
given an extra clerk, and men qualified
for both positions should be appointed.

MR. LAURIER said that in regard
to smaller cities, it was proposed to
give these inspectors districts. Ottawa
district, for instance, would include
Brockville and Prescott, as St. John
(N.B.) included Fredericton.

Vote agreed to.

192. Rent, furniture and heating Gas
offices ..................... $3,500

IR. MITCHELL said that the
Weights and Measures Department
cost the country $176,545 last year ;
balances cost $78,408; equipment
$22,000; standards, (originlly) $20,000
and rent, furniture and heating
$15,190.

MR. LAURIER said that the details
of expenditure were given on the
229th and 241st pages of the report
for the Inland Revenue Department.
The expenditure last year was
$99,545.98.

Vote agreed to.

XXVIII. INSPECTION OF STAPLES.

193. Rent, furniture and means of
heating Gas Offices .........

194. Contingencies: Travelling ex-
penses, fuel, &c ............

195. For the purchase and distribut-
iou of Standards ofFlour, &c.
and for other expenditure un-
der the Act........... ......

$3,500

25,00

3,000

XXIX. ADULTERATION Of FOOD.

196. To meet expenses under the Act
36 Vie. Chap.49 ............ 10,000

XXX. PUBLIC WORKS.

Maintenance and Repairs.

197. Salaries and contingencies of
Canal offices ............ 32,020

MR. McCALLUM said two years
ago he brought to the notice of the
Government the advisability of remov-
ing one of the officers of the Canal,
at Dunville, and combining the Canal
office with the Customs, and was sup-
ported on that occasion by the hon.
member for Haldimand, and the
answer of the hon. the First Minister
was that he would take the matter
into consideration. He (Mr. McCal-
lum) wished to know if the hon. gen-
tleman has had an opportunity of
removing that officer. He did not
want to find fault with the officer; ho
considered ho was a good officer, able
to fill any position, but, at the same
time, he knew that a saving could be
effected at that port by combining
Canals with the Customs. He wished
to know why that officer had not been
removed ?

Ma. LAURIER said under this item
of Canal officers, there was a savng
this year of $3,150. He was not
awaro of the discussion which
took place two years ago, and to
which the hon. gentleman now alluded.
It would be impossible to remove
that officer unless by superannuating
him. His salary was moreover $600.

MR. McCALLUM : $750, I believe.

MR. LAURIER: Yes. The anount
collected is over $1,200.

MR. McCALLUM: $449.
Ma. LAURIER said the amount

collected this year on the Canal at
Dunnville was $547.92 for toli,
and $693 for rents, etc.; total
collected, 81,241.34. There might
be good reason for superannuating
that officer, and the first occasion the
question came up it would receive bis
consideration.

MR. IMcCALLUM said ho got the
same answer two years ago. He did
not want the officer to be super-
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annuated because he was a young man
and an able officer. The Government
assured him (Mr. McCallum) two
years ago,that on the first opportunity
be would be removed to another place
and save his wages. There had since
been two or three occasions on which
Ibis could have been carried out. Mr.
Clerk, the collector of canal tolls at
Port Dalhouse, died some time ago, and
he (Mr. Tipton) could have been
removed to fill that position. But he
(Mr. 3McCallum) supposed the bon.
member for Lincoln and his friends
found it necessary that the new ap-
pointment should be made from his
county. The appointment was made
accordingly, and this officer did notget
thejustice due him, and the Govern-
ment did not economize the people's
money. The collector at Port Col-
borne died likewise, and this officer
applied for his place. The Minister of
lnland Revenue must know something
about this. He was applied to by this
officer for the place, but the political
friends of the hon. member for Welland
(Mr. Thomson) wanted to have
another officer, and the Government
removed the officer at Port Robinson
to Port Colborne, although his appoint-
ment was much later than this officer
at Dunnville, in order to make room for
another officer at Welland. In this
way the money of the people was
squandered. He hoped the Govern-
ment would attend to this matter and
save money; not to dismiss the officer,
for he was young and capable, but to
appoint him to another position. How-
ever, he supposed the 101 Grit families
stood between him and promotion.

MR. THOMPSON (Haldimand) said
there was a great deal of truth in what
bad fallen from the bon. member for
Monck.

MR. MoCALLUM: Is it not all
truc ?

MR. THOMPSON said he was aware
that three officers were more than
'were required at the port of Dunn-
ville. There was one acting as col-
lector of Welland Canal tolls, and two
as Custom-house officers, which two
eould easily perform the duties of èol-
lecting tolls without interfering with
the duties of their own office. As he
(Mr. Thompson) had brought this mat-

MR. McCALLUM.

ter under the attention of the Govern-
ment some time ago, and as the hon.
member fcr Monck had again brought
it forward, Le could not but endorse
the remarks of the bon. member. lie
trusted the Government would, before
long, sec the necessity of providing
for this officer, not by superannuating
him, but by promotion. It must be a
source of satisfaction to the hon. mem-
ber for Monck to have a something
about which to attack the Government.

MR. McCALLUM said the lion.
member for Haldimand might have
considered, when in Opposition, that
the cnly duty of members of the Op-
position was to oppose the Government
of the day. As a representative of
the county of Monck, he was ready
to approve all that was good
in the legislation of the country; but,
at the same time, he would lack in hig
duty to the people if he did not expose
on every occasion the wasteful extra-
vagance of the Government. This
was a small matter, but, before he got
through with this canal question, he
would be able to prove how the money
of the people had been squandered.
He regretted the hon, member for
Haldimand was such a servile fol-
lower of the Government.

MR. THOMPSON: I only rise to
say, in reply to the hon. member for
Mo'nck, that I am not more of a servile
follower of the Governrment than he is
of a party that were driven from power
into Opposition, in 1873, where they
are likely to remain for many years to
come. I am a good supporter of a
good Government, and, should I seek
re-election, I am satisfied my constitu-
ents will fully sustain me in the course
I have pursued.

MR. LAURIER said as the hon.
gentleman was so anxious to see econ-
omy practiced, no doubt he would be
gratified to learn that the Governmelt
had reduced the estimate to $3,150.
The appointment was made by the late
Administration; there had been a col-
lector at this port for over fifteen
years. He would take the matter into
consideration.

Mi. McCALLUM said he did not
want the officer superannuated. Re
charged the Minister with pretending
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to be innocent of this matter when he
had been applied to on behalf of this
gentleman. He did not know whetber
the Government were entitled to credit
for the slight reduction they claimed
to have made; they were setting their
house in order. The hon. the Minister
of Inland Revenue could not effect
this saving, because the political inter-
ests of the party interfered to pre-
vent it.

MR. NOiRIRIS said he never used his
influence. He did not understand
why the hon. member for Monck did
not use his influence to have this man
removed when he was on the Ministeri-
al benches. He believed this gentle-
man bad been there for fifteen or six-
teen years. He (Mr. Norris) did not
deny that if a vacancy occurred in his
county, he would like to see a com-
petent man appointed from that county.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK said it was
time the Government should begin to
be more economical. They had in-
creased the cost of collecting revenue
in all the departments, and how were
they beginning to reduce them? lHow
was this saving of $3,150 effected in
the salaries of those poor lock.keepers
and lock tenders ? They were eutting
down these salaries previ'us to the
elections, and, no doubt, they were
getting so patriotic that before the
House adjourned they would introduce
a Bill to roduce their own salaries and
the members indemnity besides. In
the Rideau canals, the officer at Kings-
ton Mills was reduced from $500 to
$200. Was that an actual reduction or
was the balance charged to another
Department ?

Ma. LAURIER: It is not reduced.
The estimate was for $500 but the
salary was $200. We had power to
expend $3,517 ; this year we take
forward to expenditure $3,200.

MR. McCALLUM said the hon.
member for Lincoln (Mr. Norris) had
stated this was the first time he had
brouglt this matter up, but if the hon.
gentleman had watched the proceed-
iflgs of this House he would have
known that the matter had been
brought up before.

R. NORRIS said the hon.
mnember did not bring the matter up
w'hen his own friends were in power.

143

MR. McCALLITM said the hon.
member might take all the satisfaction
ho wanted out of that. It was then
not necessary. This officer was col-
lecting revenue, and had work to do
then which is not necessary to be done
now.

MR. LANGEVIN asked from what
Department the officer at Kingston
Mills was paid?

MR. LAURIER said he could not
say. lis salary was not being eut
down. In the Inland Revenue report
his salary was placed last year at $200.
If he received a salary from another
Department, he (Mr. Laurier) was not
aware of it.

MR. lKIRKPATRICK: Does he not
receive a salary from the Public Works
Department ?

MR. MACKENZIE said lie was not
aware that he did. In some places the
one officer did the work of Inland Re-
venue, Customs, and sometimes Publie
Works Department.

MR. McCALLUM: Do I understand
the hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
to say ho will take this matter into
consideration ?

MR. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member for Monck knew there was
always great dissatisfaction in counties
at taking an officer from another
county to fill a vacancy. If a vacancy
occurred at Dcaînville it would not be
filled up. It was extremely hard to
dismiss officers who had been a long
time in the public service if it could
be avoided. There was one officer less
in that place than during the year the-
hon. gentlemen exercised the patron-
age of that county. In 1871-2, there
were ten offifers between Ports Col-
borne and Dalhousie engaged in the-
collection of revenue.

MR. McCALL UM said this man was
living in the county of Monck, which
was a part of the county of Welland
judicially. The hon. the Minister of
Public Works had said, a couple of
ycars ago, that that officer would be
removed. Now, the Minister of In-
land Revenue said he was new to the
Department and would take the mat-
ter into consideration. Ministers haid
always been new to that Department,.
and if the present Minister acted like;
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his predecessors lie would not be there
a year and a-half. The hon. gentle-
men opposite were like birds of pass-
nge. Thev promised one thing to day,
and their successors gave as excuse
for not carrying that out, that they
were new to the office and knew
nothing about it.

Vote agreed to.

198. Collection of Slide and Boom
D ues......................

199. Repairs and working ex-
penses of above............

$20,245

366,500

MR. LANGEVIN said that he had
called attention to this item last year,
and he thought it was understood that
details would have been given.

Ma. MACKENZIE said lie would
find the salaries of the principal officers
in the Public Works Report.

31R. LANGEVIN said he would like
to have a statement of the permanent
staff, and also a statement of those who
were employed temporarily.

MR. MACKENZIE said he would
give instructions to have such a state-
ment prepared fbr the future.

MR. McCALLUM said he saw there
was quite an iicrease in the amount
for tue maintenance of the St. Law-
rence Canais. He would like to know
if there had been any more renewals
lately. iHe would like to know
whether the increase was in the staff or
in the maintenance.

MR. MACKENZIE: I think there is
no incr ease in the maintenance.

Ma. McCALLUM said he saw that
the maintenance and revenue of the
St. Lawrence Canais, namely, the
Beauharnois, Cornwall, Edwardsburg,
Montrcal and Lachine Canais, had
-been as fbllows:

Years ifainten ance. Revenue.
1871.............. $ 87,487.00.........$86,292.00
1872............... 95,935.00 ...... 97,410.00
1873.............. 104,742.00.........113,893.00
'874.............. 131,105.00 ........ 115,654.00
1875........... .. 122,271.00 ... ...116,181.00
18 ;6.............. 128,660.00 ....... 108,666.00
1877.............. 145,862 00 ....... 103,369.00
1878.............. 13, 125. 00......... 96,305.00

ln each case he was taking the Public
Accounts laid before the House at the
time specified. This showed that, for
eight years, we had expended on thece

Mu. MOCALLUM.

canals $949,187.00, and had collected
$837,770.00, or, in other words, we lost
by the transaction $111,417.00. If
this were explained to be caused by
renewals, it would be ail right; but, if
it were for the staff, it would be ail
wrong. Comparing the increase with
1873, they found that, in 1874, it
amounted to $27,563; in 1875, to
$17,527; in 1876, to $23,918; in 1877,
to $41,120 ; and in 1878, to $28,383.
The increase might be perfectly legiti-
mate, but, he thought, it required an
explanation.

Mi. MACKENZ[E said he had not
the St. Lawrence Canal separate from
the Welland Canal, but the total cost of
maintenance and repairs, that was
wages and incidentals connectec with
niaintaining the works, was, in 1870-
71, $360,396; in 1871-2, $367,500; in
1872-3, $406,839; in 1873-4, $460,962;
in 1874-5, $489,986; in 1875-6, $477,116.
In these last three years, very ex.
tensive repairs were made, especially
at Port Maitland, and these were in-
cluded. In 1876-7, the cost had been
$396,842, and in the last balf year
$180,848. Ie believed there was no
appreciable increase to the staff, ex-
cept, as he had mentioned to the hon.
member for Charlevoix (Mr. Lange-
vin),that at some parts of the work an
increase of men had been necessary in
consequence of the increased traffic at
night. The hon. gentleman was aware
that the amount of the revenue bore no
relation at ail to the matter, because
the Government must maintain the
same number of men and officers
whether the traffic was large or small.

MR. McCALLUM said he did not
find any fault at ail, because there
might be large renewals. The hon.
gentleman had told them that there
was no increase in the staff on the
Welland Canal.

MR. MACKENZIE: I said there
was an increase.

MR. McCALLUM said there had
been an increase since 1873 in the
payment of the staff on the Welland
Canal of $76,458. The increase last
year, as compared with 1873, had been
822,931. He had before shown that
the present Government had set three
men to do two men's work. The
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political friends of the Government had
petitioned to have Mr. Carter appointed
harbour master at Port Colborne con-
trary to the report of the Superintend-
ont of the Welland Canal, who said
that Mr. Hamilton, who had charge of
seven miles of the Canal, was able to
discharge the duties of harbour master
as well; still, to please political sup-
porters, Mr. Hamilton was relieved of
his duties and Mr. Carter appointed in
his place. At the village of Dunnville
they had created another lock-mas-
tu-'s position in order to appoint aman
and spend $00 or $400 a year of the
public money to keep up a newspaper
in the interest of the party. He hoped
that as the hon. gentleman was so
liberal in appointing officials on the
Welland Canal, he would be kind
enough to direct the Superintendent to
open the back ditches along that Canal
to remove the grievances of some peo-
ple there, which might be done at a
cost of $2,000 or $3,000.

Ma. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
he found $10,000 put down for repairs
in the Ottawa district. In the Public
Accounts he found that $20,000 had
been expended for the same service
last year. Were those works in such
a state of repair as to justify the as-
sumption that this small sum would be
sufficient ?

MR. MACKENZIE : So my officers
inform me.

Vote agreed to.

200. Intercolonial Railway....... $1,600,000

Ma. MITCHELL enquired why the
item of $580,000 was charged to main-
tenance and not to capital ?

Ma. MACKENZIE said it was for
maintenance and renewals both. The
charge for renewals was spread over a
number of years. They had been
charging at the rate of $200,000 a
year until the road was all relaid.
That had been going on for five years.

31R. MITCHELL objected to the old
roads being taken into this accouant,
anId the relaying of those old roads
charged to the working expenses of the
Inter'colonial. The proper way would
' to echarge the new steel rails to capi-tal.

MR. MACKENZIE said it would be
very convenient when the revenue was
deficient to charge these expenditures
to capital; but he had taken the ground
that when once a road was equipped
these amounts should be charged to
revenue. In order to remedy this and
have control over the cars themselves,
they built 700 cars last year. These
were all charged to capital account.

MR. TUPPER said that ho supposed
that the hon. the First Minister, on a
question of such very great importance
as the management of the Intercolonial
Railway, would have been desirous to
offer to the House some explanation as
to the present position of this very in-
teresting subject. He had deferred
bringing about several matters of
very great importance in connec-
tion with this railway because
ho thought that it would save the time
of the House if he dealt with them at
one period when this item in the Esti-
mates came up; and therefore, with
the indulgence of the Committee as
briefly as ho could, ho would call atten-
tion to these matters connected with
the Intercolonial Railway, which he
thought demanded their very serious
consideration. It will be recollected
that when the change of Government
occurred the hon. the first Minister
charged Mr. Brydges with the import
ant duty of making an examination,
and report as to the then existing con-
ditions of this railway. This gentle-
man in the discharge of that duty made
a report which was accepted by the
House and the country generally, as a
very severe censure on the manage-
ment of the road under the late Govern-
ment and Mr. Carvell, who was thon
the superintendent. He took occasion
to refute this report in the House, and
as the statement which ho then made,
had,he believed, never been substantial-
ly challenged, it would not be neces-
sary for him then to say that by a
carefal examination of the statoment
turnished by Mr. Brydge's report, ho
was enabled to show that the general
impression conveyed by its tenor-
that the road and rolling stock were
in bad condition and that the manage-
ment was bad-that the road-way, the
permanent way and the rolling stock
would compare favourably with that of
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any road on this continent, but he was
unable to challenge so strongly the
statement of the gentleman, who was
sent by the Government to examine
the road, as to the question of manvge-
ment, because this was a question on
which he had not the means of form-
ing an accurate judgment. He felt,
however, that Mr. Carvell's manage-
ment of the road laboured under a
disadvantage,-in fact that at that
moment ho laboured under every
possible disadvantage. They were just
amalgamating two systems in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, which
had been united by a piece of
road connecting the two, and ho (Mr.
Carvell) had to amalgamate these
systems of railway, both of which had
been previously under independent
management; and this involved, of
course, the disposal of the staff, a very
serious matter in connection with this
chtange. It was also well known, and
would be admitted by every person at
all acquainted with the subject, that
during that year Mr. Carvell had been
exposed to one of the most inclement
seasons which had existed for a long
time in this country, and which cer-
tainly had had no parallel since. The
severity of the winter, the immense
depth of the snow, the amount of
storms and ice that had to be contended
with were unusual, and, in fact, excep-
tionally great; and, therefore, the in-
spection of the condition of the road,
the expenditure that was required to
be made, and everything connected
with it, from these causes placed Mr.
Carvell at a very great disadvantage.
1He was thoroughly satisfied, from the
report made by Mr. Brydges himself,
though it conveyed a very different
impression to the House and country,
that there was not room for any serious
complaint; that as far as the general
management of the road went, the very
fact that Mr. Brydges was enabled to
report that everything was in an
efficient condition at an early period
aftorwards, and had an efficient and
vigorous staff organised, and had been
able to perform that duty without
going outside of the then existing
officers whom ho found on the road,
was a pretty satisfactory tribute to the
faet that, althongh political influenees
might have then, as since, influenced

IL TUPPE.

the selection of officers for the manage.
ment of the road, able and efficient
officers had been selected for the pur-
pose. The ground taken on that
occasion by Mr. Brydges was that there
was unnecessary expenditure in the
management of the staff and in the
number of officers employed in con-
nection with the operation of the
rond, and that a very large reduction
might be made. Mr. Brydges was
appointed General Superintendent and
authorized by the Government to
make such changes in the organization
as ho had recommended ; and, in fact,
to carry ont the recommendations
which ho had made. le (Mr Tupper)
might here say, in connection with
this matter. that Mr. Brydges went
into an elaborate examination of the
receipts and expenditure of the rond
for the previous five years, and those
who turned to the report made by Mr.
Brydges on that occasion, would find
that he arrived at the conclusion that,
upon a careful examination of the re-
ceipts and expenditure of the ronds,
both in New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia, then united together, one about
balanced the other, that the receipts
had been about equal to the expendi.
turc. It was claimed that there had
been some receipts in addition, but,
taking into consideration the deterior-
ation of the rond, Mr. Brydges thought
that they would about balance each
other; and that they might look for-
ward to this result in the future, espe-
cially if the rocommendations which
ho had made were adopted by the
Government, and ho was authorized to
carry them out. - Mr. Brydges stated,
on page 56 :

" And taking the traffic for the year 1871
as reaching $850,00, I an of opinion that

such a traffic should be worked
without loss."

Which, as ho had said, had just taken
place at that time. Mr. Brydges said,-
on page 58:

'" And no doubt one cause of the present
large outlay is the providing fbr the detiei-
ency which existed wheu the roads were
brought together, and the real fact, I UP-
pose, is that during the five years whic I
have been considering, the earnings and e-
penses of the two noes, as a whole, were
really on the balance." * * *
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lie might say that with relation to
this, that in 1875-6 the receipts were
$878,077, and the expenditure
$1,159,142, showing a deficiency of
$281,065. Mr. Brydges received in-
structions from the Government to
carry out the recommendations he had
made as presented by reference to his
supplementary report in which he
stated that he had carried them out,
and made the reductions, reducing
largely the number of oificials; and, in
fact, that he had carried out ail his re-
commendations as he was authorized
by the Government to do. Upon re-
ference to the reports which had been
before the _House, it would be found
that at the end of the year ho (Mr.
Brydges) reported a considerable sav-
ing in the ordinary expenses, although
as he stated, and ho would quote Mr.
Brydge's words- " The year was con-
siderably advanced before the question
could be vigorously dealt with." And
with a great flourish of trunpets, it
was, announced that in 1874 the work-
ing expenses were 114f per cent. of
the earnings, while, in 1874, under his
management, they were only 95 per
cent. He (Mr. Tupper) referred to
this matter now because it was verv
desirable that they should look at this
question, this very serious question of
the working of the Intercolonial Rail-
way, fairly in the face, because the hon.
the First Minister was led away by the
reports placed in his hands, not only
there, but elsewhere, and had vaunted
in somewhat loud terms the advantage
which had occurred to the manage-
ment of the Intercolonial Railway
from the transfer of it to his hands
from those of the late Government.
The reduction in the percentage of the
working expenses could be easily ac-
counted for without giving any credit
to the change of management.
Every person knew-that knew any-
thing in connection with this subject
-that there was an enormous fall in
prices, that material and that all the
stores required by the Intercolonial
Railway could be purchased at a much
snaller sum at that time; and every
person knew that owing to the depre-
ciation in the coal trade, there was an
enormous fall in the price of coal, and
that this very large item in the expen-
diture of the road was also reduced, se

as to account, without giving any cre-
dit whatever to the change of manage-
ment or to the reduction of salaries,
for a very large reduction in the work-
ing expenses. Now, in this year's re-
port, it would be found--and those
who were acquainted with the won-
derful mastery that Mr. Bydges had of
the English language, and the facility
with which he was enabled to state a
case in the most favourable possible
way from his own point of view, those
who read the report of this year would
be a great deal surprised at the altered
tone it presented, as compared with
former reports, and why? Because
they had advanced another stage, be-
cause those great advantages which
Mr. Brydges had at the outset, be had
not had to the same extent this year.
He would take, for instance, the change
of guage; under that change, a large
portion of which was placed to capital
expenditure, and every person ac-
quainted with the operation of rail-
ways knew that they could, under the
item of change of guage, and in con-
nection with this restoring of the road-
bed, improve the permanent way, and,
in fact, supply a very large amount of
expenditure which otherwise, if that
change had not taken place, and a
capital account opened in connection
with it, it would necessarily have
fallen on the business of the track.
In connection with this change of
guage the Government were enabled
to make new the rolling stock and to
send these broken down locomotives
that were worn and required extensive
repairs into the machine shop and
bring them out comparatively new,
an:d have a capital account for that
purpose, and owing to the enormous
fall in the price of materials it was
very easy naturally to show a large
reduction in that direction. The In-
tercolonial Railway was opened
throughout its entire extent and, of
course, the Superintendent bad the
advantage of having a new road at
his hands, not two old roads as they
were in Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick, long in operation, requiring a
great deal of expenditure, as Mr. Car-
vell had to keep them up from year to
year, but an entirely new road and
entirely new rolling stock, and even
he additional cars required this year,
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as the hon. the First Minister had just
explained, furnished and not charged
to the working expenses of the road,
but to capital account. With all these
advantages and with the advantage of
a new road, with the capital account
still opened, to which nearly one mil-
lion was charged on the new portion
of the railway in this year's accounts,
and with the advantage of a new road
and new rolling stock, and a deprecia-
tion in prices, we might naturally look
for very favourable results, and a very
favourable comparison at the present
time; but the Superintendent as he
thought with his usual acumen and
wisdom in dealing with such matters,
states that he would not make any
comparison this year. He thought
that Mr. Brydges had exercised a good
deal of wisdom in this, because he had
no hesitation in saying that notwith-
standing that this gentleman had al-
most adopted Talleyrand's maxim of
using language to conceal his thoughts,
and notwithstanding the fact that
a great deal of the information which
ought to be contained on the face of the
Superintendent's report and that of the
officers under him, that had been put
before the House, and which was not
to be found there, there was nothing
in these reports which were now sub-
mitted by the hon. the Minister of
Public Works, and in the supplement
which he (Mr. Tupper) would furnish
from the Public Accounts to that, to
show that all the odium which was
thrown upon the management of the
Intercolonial ]Railway under Mr. Car-
vell had been renewed; and to show
that the comparison of the operation
of the Intorcolonial Railway under the
present Government would not only
not compare favourably with the man-
agement under the previous Adminis-
tration. that a condition of things was
presented of the most serious charac-
ter, and sufficiently so to attract the
careful attention of every public man
in this country, and of every person
who knew what it was to have a great
public work, which had involved a
great annual expenditure upon the
country, Mr. Carvell was removed
from his office because lie consumed
114½ per cent. of the earnings of the.

oad in operating it. Mr. Carvell's
management was considered bad, and

MR: TupPR.

yet, with all these advantages in Mr.
Brydges favour, what did they now
find ? That with all this fall in prices
of stores the working expenses of the
road had gone up, not to 114f per cent.
of the earnings of the road, as they
were under Mr. Carvell's manage-
ment, but they had reached the
figure of 143 per cent. of the earnings.
le had had a great deal of occasion to
find fault with the mode in which these
Public Accounts were made up; and
unless an uniform system was adopted
in submitting these accounts to the
House, all confidence would be destroy-
ed in them, and no proper comparisons
could be made ; and the people would
come to look at these reports as calcu-
lated not to give -accurate and just in-
formation, but to mislead. He had
said that the expenses of the road, ac-
cording to Mr. Brydges' report, were
127 per cent. of the earnings; and ac-
cording to Mr. Cartwright's account,
143J per cent. According to this
statement of the account, $200,000
was allowed for renewals, and
this fell far short of the fact.
Had any question ever arisen in the
House as to the propriety of
charging the renewals of the
railway to the current expenses ?
He thought that hon. gentlemen op-
posite would be obliged to say no. He
thought they would be obliged to say
that one question which they had all
agreed was that every dollars' ex-
penditure on these railways should be
charged to the working expenses of
the road for the year in which those
renewals were made.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: No.

MR. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman
said " no; " but he would give the hon.
gentleman his own authority. He might
state from the outset, that every dollar
of the renewals under the late Governl.
ment were charged to the working ex-
penses of the year in which those re-
newals took place ; but in order to set
at rest all questions on this point, and
to show that one of the charges that
they had all agreed, and which the late
Government, by its practice, by its de-
claration to the House,and by its rates
for this service and expenditure showed
was that this should be charged
to that service ; and not only so, but he
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would give the Committee the declar-
ations of the hon. the First Minister
himself and of the hon. the Minister of
Finance on that point, and this he
thought quite conclusively. He held
in his hand an extract from Kansard
of the 25th of April, 1877, and by re-
ferring to page 1831 it would be
found that on a vote for 700 new
cars, sheds, etc., to be charged to
capital, the hon. the Minister ofPublie
Works said:-

" This expenditure was wholly made on
capital account. The renewals o'n the road
were paid out of its revenue and charged to
income. When roads were once completed,
it was assumed that the capital account was
closed. A portion of the cost attending
change of guage had been charged to income,
and a portion to capital. The relaying of the
steel rails was charged to income and taken
out of the annual vote."

He thought this would satisfy the hon.
the First Minister not only as to the
practice of the late Government to
charge every dollar of that service, to
the extent of something like $300,000
in a single year, or a little short of it,
to that service, but that lis own
authority in the most authoritative form
was given to the House as to the proper
practice in relation to this matter.
He would give, in addition, the state-
ment of the hon. the Minister of Fin-
ance on the same point; and a very
important one it was. What did it
show? In bis Budget Speech of 1876,
page 243 of Ransard, the hon gentle-
man said:-

" With respect to the operation going on
of substituting steel for iron rails, that is, I
think, an item properly chargeable to in-
come, and is intended to be. I am some-
what particular in making this statement,
because, as the House knows, we feel it in-
cumbent upon us, as we are compelled to
keep both a capital and ordinary account,
that we shoulc be very scrupulous as to
what we allowed to go to that capital
account."

If he quoted to the Hlouse, not only
the authority of the hon. the Minister
of Finance, to show that in a proper
account they must charge the increase
with all the money spent in renewing
with steel rails, but the authority of
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
hirnself, in whose Department it was,

who made the declaration and gave
the assurance to the Houso that this
should come out of the annual vote,
it could be found by reference to this
account that this had not been done,
and instead of the practice of the late
Government having been followed by
charging the renewal with steel rails
to this account,-in the first place it
was almost impossible from Mr.
Brydges' report to find out what was
expended for that purpose, at all,
during the year, but, when they supple-
menteci his statement with the state-
ment of the hon. the Minister of
Finance, that $200,000 in addition to
the amount stated to have been ex-
pended in this report, on the working
expenses of the road, charged to the
working expenses, must be added, for
the portion of the steel rails charged
for that year, and found, in addition
to that, that a suspense ac-
count, for the steel rails to be
charged over two successive years
had to come, it would be found
that the practice followed by tise late
Government, and laid down by the
hon. the Finance Minister, as the same
practice, and declared by the hon. the
First Minister to be the practice which
this Government would pursue, had
been changed ; and that, instead of this
account showing the money that was
expended in maintaining the railway,
and in the maintenance of it in the
same way as the past Government
showed it, $200,000 had to be added to
the ordinary expenditure, in the first
instance, and k343,000 had to be added
to that. The account, therefore, would
stand, when made out according to the
way in which the late Governmnent
made it out, and in which it was neces-
sary to make it out in order to insti-
tute any comparison by refer-
ring to Part lst of the Publie
Accounts of this year, page 23,
thus: that the Intercolonial Railway
expenditure for this year was
$1,161,673.55, and that their receipts
were $1,154,455.35. Before he came
to this he must de.1 for a single
moment with the mode in whieh this
expenditure was made. He would
show the Committee that, instead of
Mr. Brydges having carried out the sys
tem of retrenchment, in regard to
salaries paid to the officials, and
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instead of-as he (Mr. Brydges) had led
them to suppose-a saving ot $1'7,000
having been affected by allowing him
to dismiss officials and to reduce the
expenditure, the contrary was the case.
Although as he (Mr.Tupper)hadstated,
Mr. Carvell was labouring under this
difficulty: he had just been called upon
to amalgamate two independent sys-
tems of railway in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick. Mr. Brydges under-
took to state that he could make a re-
duction of $17,000 in the annual ex-
penditure; but what were the facts as
detailed by these accounts? These
showed that this reduction of expendi-
ture meant the getting rid of officials
appointed by the late Government and
the appointment of new officials in
their places by the present Govern-
ment. These documents proved that
iinstead of their being any reduction,
not only were all the places filled that
were filled under thc late Government
in connection with the management of
the railway, but that a large number
of additional officers had been charged
upon the public revenue of the country
in addition to those who were required
before. He might be told that a large
portion of the new road had been
opened, but he would deduct this and
take it out of the account, and account
for all the officers required in addi-
tion to those that were then engaged.
He would take out of the account all
that were required for the new sta-
tions opened on the railway, and he
would still show that, not only had the
pledge to retrench the expenditure in
this matter entirely failed of accom-
plishment, but that Mr. Brydges
had found it necessary largely
to increase the expenditure in
salaries, and for officials, over what he
found it under Mr. Carvell's manage-
ment. It would be found that in three
years all these officials had been re-
placed, and more added, making an in-
crease in salaries in the Superintend-
ent's and in Assistant's IDepartment, of
$10,000, and an increase in the
Engineer's Department of $4,060. He
would draw the attention of the com-
mittee for a single moment to a para-
graph in the report of Mr. Brydges,
recommending, in 1874, a reduction in
the Engineer's Department. He said,
at page 59:-

MR. TUPPER.

Supply.

" The Engineering Department to be under
Mr. McNab Hi * s staff to be a
draughtsrnan and one clerk."

It would be found that instead of this
being the case, two assistants that were
then in the office were removed. One
of them was a gentleman whose ser-
vices the city of Montreal was glad to
obtain in an important engineering
capacity. These gentlemen were
Messrs. St. George and Gray; they
were assistants in the Engineer's De-
partment ; and they were both
cashiered and sent about their business
on the plea that there was to be a re-
duction in the expenditure; and yet,
on looking into the system of the de.
partment, a large increase was found
of $4,060 over what it was when
Messrs. St. George and Gray were
there. The cost of the service which
these gentlemen had been called on to
perform, and which they woula have
performed,had not only been extended-
the expenditure had not only been in.
curred which would have been incurred
by their employment-but at' this
moment there was in the Engineer's
Department an increase of $4,060; in
the Cashier's $300 ; in the Pay-
master's$1,200 ; in theMechanical De-
partment, of $2,040; in the Stores De-
partment, $1,918; in the Accountant's
and Audit Department, $6,000-an in-
crease in these offices, to which Mr.
Brydges had called the attention of the
Minister of Public Works, of $28,000
over the amount expended previous to
the time when Mr. Brydges had been
called to take charge of the Depart-
ment.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: There istwice
as much work.

Mn. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman
was entirely mistaken. The opeing
of a new line of railway for which the
capital account was not yet closed, on
which a million was expended on cap-
ital account last year, involved, com-
paratively, no additional expenditure
for the past year, because it had the
staff-and nearly the same staff was re-
quired in reference to these accounts-
and everything of that kind that was
required for the expenditure of the

opening of the additional new piece f
road. The salaries and travelling ex-
penses in 1877 were put down at
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$211,625; the sum expended in 1874
was $ 142,600, or an increase of
$690,23. He deducted all the salaries
required by the opening of the addi-
tional road, which amounted to $31,156,
and, therefore, instead of the reduction
of $17,000 which iMr. Brydges had
promised, there was an increase-not
only had the $17,000 promised reduc-
tion been swallowed up, but
there was also $37,867 of in-
creased expenditure. The hon. the
Minister of Finance and the hon.
the Minister of Public Works would
not find, in connection with the open-
ing of a portion of the new road, any
sufficient justification for this increase.
No railway expert in the world who
could be brought to give testimony in
reference to the matter would consider
that any ground whatever. He (Mr.
Tupper) did not say that the salaries
paid were too high, but that the gen-
tleman called upon to make a report
on the road had made a great mistake,
according to his (Mr. Tupper's) judg-
mert; and he was compelled, fiom a
sense of justice to the late manager
and to his colleagues who had been
deeply injured at the time by the
report then made, to draw the atten-
tion of the House to the fact that at
this moment, after four years' experi-
ence, all the claims of reduced expen-
diture which Mr. Brydges led the
Government to believe he would be
able to make, had he charge of the
road, had proved a delusion, and the
relative expenditure had, on the con-
trary, been very much increased. The
same thing would be found, on going
into an investigation of the expenditure
on the operation of the road. The
fact was proved by Mi. Brydges'
report that the stores had cost, during
the past year, on an average only one-
half the amount paid in 1874. Taking
that fact into account, and doubting,
therefore, the amount of expenditure
for stores during the past year, and
making the expenditure for renewals
in the same way as it had been made
by the late Government, the expendi-
ture per mile was largely in excess
of what it had been since
the road was opened. What was
the result of ail this? It was a very
serions one. He did not bring this
mfatter up as involving a charge

against the Superintendont. All that
he blamed him for was that he was
mistaken when he was called on to in-
vestigate the position the road was in
under the late Government, and the
misapprehension he had placed the
M inister of Public Works under in re-
lation to this matter. The House
would remember that a year ago, when
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
was dealing with this question, ho
made to the House the most gratifying
statement, that after having opened
the whole length of the Intercolonial
Railway the result of the entire opera-
tion, including the old and the now
portion at the close of the six months,
showed that the expenditure had only
exceeded the income by $13,000.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: That only re-
ferred to ordinary expenses.

MR. TUPPER: That had reference
to everything.

MR. MACKENZIE: I stated ex-
plicitly, not only that, but that these
were the six months which were the
most profitable. That the six months
to come would show a very different
result. That was only as against or-
dinary working expenses-not includ-
ing other items at all.

MR. TUPPER: If the lion. gentle-
man meant to make a statement to the
House other than that embracing the
whole expense of the railway, he made
a most unjustifiable one. If the state-
ment that the result of the operations
on the whole of the Intercolonial road,
after its completion at the end ot the
first six months showed only a
deficit of $13,000, did not cover
all the expenses chargeable to
income, the House was misled; a
more delusive statement could not
possibly be made. What expenses did
he mean to include ? By income and
expenses were generally meant all the
income and all the expenses charge-
able to income. Would the hon. gen-
tleman explain what ho was keeping
back ? He (Mr. Tupper) had risen in
his place and had congratulated the
hon. the First Minister on that very
gratifying statement, as recorded in
the Kansard of last year, that the ex-
cess of expenditure at the end of six
months was about $13,000. On page
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1592 lie stated that the low cost of
working the Intercolonial was no doubt
due to its excellent construction.

MR. CARTWRIGHT : Will the hon.
gentleman allow me to call his atten-
tion to statements made by himself in
the Budget of last year, page 139b of
the Uansard. The hon. gentleman
asked me: " What do you estimate the
cost of working the railways above re-
ceipts." I replied: " The dead loss to
us was, in all, $550,000, including the
cost of running the Prince Edward
Island Railway, which would amount
to above $100,000." My hon. friend
will understand we anticipated a loss
of half a million dollars on the Inter-
colonial.

MR. TUPPER said lie had not beon
misled by the statement He knew
enough of the working of the Inter-
colonial Railway to know that it was
simply impossible that that would be
the result. He (Mr. Cartwright) was
then speaking as Minister of Finance
with reference to generat public ac-
counts. But when, at the close of the
Session,the Finance Ministerwas asked
what the result was up to the end of the
first half year, he gave the answer al-
ready quoted. it was quite true the hon.
gentleman qualified the statement by
saying, what all knew, that it was the
best half of the year up to the end of
December; but the statement remained
that at the end of the first six months
the expenditure of operating the rail-
was only $13,000 over receipts. He
(Mr. Tupper) congratulated the hon.
gentleman on that result, because, as
he (Mr. Tupper) Lad said, and the
Superintendent was in the House with-
in hearing of his voice at the time, if
at the close of the six months follow-
ing the opening of the new road, there
was only a deficit of $13,000, it was
perfectly obvions to every one that as
soon as the traffic along the road began
to develop, as soon as the advantage of
the road became known, there would
be a considerable surplus. In Hansard
of 1877, page 1,590, it was stated by
the hon. the Minister of Public Works:

" The total earnings in 1874-5 were
$861,513.93, and in 1875-6, $848,861, being a
decrease of about $13,000. In 1874-5 the ex-
penditure was $850,775, and in 1875-6,

ME. Tuppa.

$877,485. In computing the revenue
he left out Quebec. For the first
half ofthe current year, the excess of expend-
iture over revenue was about $13,000.

If that, taken in connection with the
statements in relation to it, meant any-
thing else than the whole expenditure
of operating the road, the House was
misled. He believed the hon. gentle-
man was mistaken ; it was utterly im-
possible; but he confessed he was not
prepared for the startling evidence
that the close of the year-the remain-
ing six months-would bring about.
It might be true that the most expen-
sive portion of the year was still to run,
but taking into consideration that the
months of April, May and June, were
included in the last half year, and that
December and November went into the
first half-year, there ought not to be a
great deal of difference. But admitting
that we had been prepared for a much
less favourable result at the close of
the year, who would have supposed
that the Government would have had
to ask this committee to-night to
meet a deficiency much nearer a mil-
lion than $13,000 ? What was the ex-
hibit ? Those who looked at the Public
Accounts would find that the expendi-
ture, put down on page 23
of the Intercolonial Railway, was
$1,161,673.55; that the receipts for
the same period were $1,154,445.35,
showing a deficit of $507,22{ 20, and to
that would have to be added,
to make this account, as rendered
by Mr. Brydges and presented by the
First Minister to this House four years
ago, correspond with the account as
kept by the late Government, in order
to obtain the whole expenditure,
$343,591 put away in the Suspense Ac-
count but chargeable to these renewals
which the hon. the Finance Ministr
declared mutst be charged to incole,
and which the bon. the Minister of
Public Works declared must corne out
of the annuai vote. The hon. the Fin-
ance Minister remembered well that
when he (Mr. Tupper) bad said, the
other night, to the hon. the First Min-
ister that he supposed they had put
down & larger quantity of steel rails
last year, because they had them on
hand, he indignantly repudiated the
insinuation, and stated that the policy
of the old Government in relayiug the
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track with steel rails had been follow-
ed, and that not a single rail had been
put down beyond what was required
to uphold the road. He (Mr. Tupper)
found this deficit, instead of $26,000,
which it would have been according
to the boastful statement of a year ago,
amounted to $850,719.20 on the work-
ing of the Intercolonial for the year
ending lst July last. Add to that
$97,930.33 for the Island Railway, and
what was the result? There was a
new road, only fairly completed, of
which the capital account was still
open, and of the expenditure of which
$200,000 had been last year charged
to capital account, and yet, during
the past year, on this new road, the
Island Railway, a road a little longer
than 200 miles, running through a level
cultivated country, there was a
deficit of $97,930, making a deficit on
the two lines of railway, under the
management of the present Superin-
tendent of Railways, to be met and
provided for, of $948,649 for the year
ending the lst July last, or, practical-
ly, a million dollars. They had reason
to look for a better result, and he
(Mr. Tupper) would be doing an in-
justice to himself and bis colleagues,
and an injustice to the late manager of
the Intercolonial Railway, if he did
fnot take this opportunity of showing
that in the light of subsequent events-
and, mark, all this had taken place,
all this enormous deficit on these rail-
ways, during the past year, notwith-
standing that Mr. Brydgesbad declarea
in bis report that the supplies and
stores which were the principal item
i this heavy expense, the coal and
iron and every thing connected with
the supplies of this railway, had cost
fifty per cent. less, during the past
year, than during 1874. Well, that
would seem at first sight a very start-
ling discrepancy in the cost of stores,
but those who remembered the state-
ment made by the hon. the Finance
Minister the other night, would, at
once see that startling as it was, it
night be quite explicable. He (Mr.
Tapper) had called the attention of
the Government to the fact that Amer-
ican goods were being allowed to come
into competition with our manufac-
tures, invoiced at too low a rate, which
Was met by the hon. the Finance Min-

ister with the statement that an enor-
mous shrinkage of value had occurred
in most goods, that in a branch of the-
iron trade to which bis attention had
been drawn, there had been a fall from
137 to 55, making a very much greater
change than what Mr. Brydges had
shown in bis report, namely,that there-
had been a fall of fifty per cent. Mr.
Brydges had shown by a tabular state-
ment that the average cost of the stores
in 1877, was one half the amount paid
by Mr. Carvell in 1874. That being
the case, his expenditure for stores
last year, instead of being 01,171,000
would have been doubled, say $2,200,-
000, had this depression of trade not
taken place, and had he been obliged to
pay the same prices as Mr. Carvell had
paid in 1874. And, yet, notwithstand-
ing that enormous advantage, and not-
withstanding the advantage of having
a capital account from which to obtain
a large portion of the rolling stock re-
quired, and everything of the kind,
there remained the startling fact that
on the Intercolonial Railway and the
Island Railway, there was a deficit of
within nearly one million dollars. He
would not take up the time of the
Committee longer in dealing with that
question. He had not bad any other
desire than to do justice to the late
Superintendent who had been un-
justly treated in the report made of
bis management, and who was not
here to defend him'elf, and also,
not unnaturally, to show that the
hon. gentlemen opposite could not
plume themselves on having better
managed the Intercolonial Railway un-
der their administration of public
affairs, than their predecessors. He
would not continue further than to ex-
press the hope that the trade would
largely increase, which would, no-
doubt, occur now that these ronds were
connected with the great railways of
the West, and that every possible
economy would be used. le had not
charged any recklessness or extrava-
gance in the management. le wished
the hon. gentleman to understand that.
But it behoved them to look the ques-
tion fairly in the face, considering the
position in which they were placed,
according to this report, and to en-
deavour by every means to increase-
the trafflie and produce better results.
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One of the complaints which Mr.
Brydges had made against the late Gov-
-ernment vas, that they were carrying
our people down in the Maritime Pro-
vinces, under their system, for almost
nothing. He undertook to remedy all
that. He (Mr. Tupper) ventured, at
that time, in the House to show that
Mr. Brydges was under a false impres-
sion when he stated a larger revenue
eould be obtained by incrcasing the
tariff, and that, on the contrary, there
would be a decrease. That had been
tried in Nova Scotia again and again.
He (Mr. Tupper), as the hon member
for Halifax knew, had tested the ques-
tion thoroughly, and knew that
Mr. Brydges would find out
he was wrong. When Mr.
Brydges found out Le was wrong, Le
did that which was creditable to him;
he changed the system, and came back
to the tariff prepared by Mr. Carvell,
as the one calculated to give the best
revenue. But, in the meantime, the
trade of the country had been con-
vulsed, the traffic had been diverted
from the road, and the people had gone
1back to the old system of travel, and
had purchased horses and waggons to
carry their produce to market; and,
though the tariff had been wisely put
back to the position in which Mr.
Brydges found it, after he found he
was losing at the rate of $100,000 per
year under his new arrangement, the
former traffic had not yet returned.
There were peoplo now travelling with
horses and waggons who would not
have purchased them had it not been
for that increase in tariff. A great in-
jury Lad been inflicted on the people,
both of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick, and a large amount of revenue
was lost to the country through this
change of tariff, which had not yet
been repaired. He trusted that every
,means of attracting traffic to the road
would be adopted. A great deal of
attention had been drawn all over this
country to the importance of making
Halifax a winter grain port. He (Mr.
Tupper) might as well proceed to say
what he had to say about all
these questions connected witb
the Intercolonial, so as not
to prolong the discussion at a
later period. He could not, at this
period of the Session, do justice, with

MR. TUPPER.

a due regard to the anxiety of hon.
members on both sides to get through
with the work, to these very impor.
tant questions. The people of Canada
had been looking forward to having a
great Atlantic winter port, not only
for passengers and mails, but also for
freight, when this Intercolonial Rail-
way should be constructed. And he
was sure that they inust all desire to
sce the mode and business of Canada
utilized in building up a great
Canadian port instead of an American
port, as, unfortunately, hitherto had
been the case. He could not say
whether that could be done or not, but
every means that could be adopted to
bring about so important a result
should be adopted. He was informed
that the Government and Mr. Brydges
asked the merchants of Halifax why
they did not bestir themselves and
build elevators and so prepare to build
up their business. That, however, he
believed was not the way in which
A merican ports Lad been generally
built up, but that it was the railway
companies who had chartered the
steamers and made the arrangements
to take the freight in Chipago and send
it forward. When the late Govern-
ment went out of power they were
making arrangements to bring the
Intercolonial lRailway into the city of
Halifax. They had hoped to be able
to go through the dockyard. The
station at Richmond was left unre-
paired, because they hoped to get into
the city. Having, however, failed to
obtain the right to take the road
through the doekyard to West's wharf,
in the business part of the city, every
effort having failed in that direc-
tion, the late Government deter-
mined to have the road brought
through Water street to West's wharf.
Unfortunately for the country they
went ont of power rather unex-
pectedly; a new regime came in, and
Mr. Brydges went down there, and
with that plausibility which scarcelY
another man in this country possessed
induced the Chamber of Commerce to
agree to a change in the scheme of the
late Government under which they had
arranged to appropriate the houses On
one side of Water street.

MR. MACKENZIE; Where can that
scheme be seen ?J
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MR. TUPPER: In the report of
Mr. Fleming approved by us and ap-
proved by the City Council of
Halifax.

Mu. MACKENZIE: Was it ap-
proved by the Privy Council ?

MR. TUPPER: It was, and speak-
ing from memory I think an item was
put in the Estimates for a sufficient
amount to carry it out. I know it was
the settled policy of the Government
at that time, and that we were en-
gaged in the expropriation of the pro-
perty on Water street with that end
in view.

MR. MACKIENZIE : How mach was
expropriated ? If we have any land
there I wotild like to know it.

MR. TUPPER said the late Govern-
ment wcre engaged in arranging that
when they &ent out of power. Mr.
Brydges induced the Chamber of Com-
merce to consent to a change in the
scheme on a declaration that if they
consented to have the terminus not at
the water side where it was to have
been brogh. but at some distance
from it, the Government would at
their own expense provide stoam com-
munication to carry freight to the city
-which had never been carried out.
That scheme was unfortunately ad-
opted, and what was the result. What
had been expended in carrying the
railway into Halifax ? About three
quarters of a million, he believed.

31R. MACKENZIE: About $700,000.
3MR. TUPPER said that $700,000

had been practically thrown away. It
had been expended in bringing the
railway about a mile further into the
city, and in the construction of a
station and a freight shed. In the
enormous expenditure thus made there
was no provision made for the freight
being brought further than Richmond.
From ail the western portion of Nova
Scotia, all the freight which came by
the Windsor and Annapolis Railway
had to stop at Richmond, and the mer-
chants had to send up for it, as the
new3 station was only sufficient for the
traffie of the Intercolonial itself.
When the question of a winter port
became a living question, a meeting
Was held, which was attended by Sir
HRugh AlIlan, who stated on what terms

his company would take the freight
from Hallfax ; and the first condition
required was that the railway must be
brought down to the water. After an
expenditure of $700,000 they were un-
able to deal with this question of a
winter freight port, because they had
no communication with the water at
the city, and one of the first duties
that would devolve upon the incoming
Administration would be to remedy
that difficulty. In supporting that, he-
was sure he would have the assistance
of the hon. the iMinister of Militia.
This, however, was not the only com-
plaint which he had to make against
the Government in relation to the
management of the Intercolonial
Railway and its adjuncts. Let tliem
take, for instance, the position in
which the western portion of Nova
Scotia stood to-day. Nova Scotia ob-
tained the Windsor and Annapolis
Railway, 85 miles in length, by grant-
ing a large subsidy out of the public
money, and by providing by law that
that railway company should have
running powers over the Windsor
Branch and main line of the Inter
colonial into Halifax, some 45 miles.
The late Government gave the Wind-
sor and Annapolis R.ailway a 21
years' lease of the Windsor Branch, on,
the condition that they paid one-third,
of the earnings to the Government.
They failed, however, to pay that
third of the earnings, and the late Gov-
ernment having given them notice
that they would cancel the lease if they
did not comply with the terms, passed
an order-in-Council just before going-
out of power, cancelling the lease to
the Windsor and Annapolis Railway
Company, and agreeing to transfer the
line to the Western Counties Railway
upon evidence being furnished that
they could complete the railway from
Annapolis to Yarmouth. The late
Government had never contemplated
giving to the Western Counties Rail-
way what they did not possess. They
had no power to take away the run-
ning powers of the Windsor and
Annapolis Railway over the Govern--
ment Railways in Halifax. This
right was guaranteed by an Act ot
Parliament, without whiclh the money
could not have been obtained to builk.
the road. If the hon. the First Min
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ister desired to hand over the fee
simple of the road, he must do it sub-
ject to the law of the land, as by an
Act of the Legislature of Nova Sc.'tia
the right to run had been previously
trandlorred. In 1875, the Minister of
Publie Works renewed the lease with
the Windsor and Annapolis Railway
,Company. He had passed an Act
giving him power to transfer it to the
Western Counties Railway Company;
but, with that on the Statute-book he
renewed the lease, making an enage-
ment with them to change their guage,
involving an expenditure of $50,000 or
-$60,000, and making a binding contract
with them renewing their lease. Not-
withstanding this, Mr. Brydges was
authorized to go by force of arms
and wrest that line out of the hands
of the Company which had it under
lease from the present Government,
and on the faith of which they were
induced to change their guage, and
hand it over to tLe Western Counties
Railway. In England the Govern-
ment of Canada had been held up to
public obloquy, for having induced
men to come into this country and
spend money on the faith of an Act of
Parliament which had been disre-
garded. The best English advice had
been obtained, and the Windsor and
Annapolis Railway had taken this case
into the Court of Chancery, in Nova
Scotia, and the Judge in Equity had
given judgment that the Government
had violated their lease and exceeded
their powers, and that the Windsor
.and Annapolis Railway Company had,
at present, the right to running powers
over the road, which was given to it
by Act of Parliament. He had, in his
possession, extracts from the London
Times in reference to the bad faith
shown to capitalists by the Govern-
ment of Canada-a most damaging
thing to be going about in the journals
of Great Britain. The Western Coun-
tics Railway Company had failed to
build the road from Yarmouth to An-
napolis. They had, however, posses-
sion of the link between the Windsor
and Annapolis road and Halifax, and
the result was that the whole business

,of the western portion of Nova Scotia
was paralyzed; as any man sending
cattle, for instance, or freight of any
kind, from Annapolis to Halifax, found

MR. TUPPER.

that he had to deal with two companies
hostile to one another, and the whole
country was, therefore, suffering from
this unfortunate and illegal transac-
tion on the part of the Government.

MR. MACKENZIE said he supposed
they nust make up their minds for
this annual tirade against the manage-
ment of the Intercolonial Railway.

MR. TUPPER said the hon. the First
Minister could hardly say that, since
he had complimented him a year ago
in the highest terms.

MR. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member had to make his annual
speech on this subject, and of course
he felt a little sore over the events of
1873, which still rankled in his mind
and compelled him to give bis feelings
vent occasionally. He was glad to find,
however, severe as had been the hon.
gentleman's criticism, that he had ad-
mitted that the railroad was admirably
managed. The hon. gentleman had no
fault to find, no extravagance to charge,
but he simply asserted that the hopes
held out in 1873-4 bad not been ful-
filled. He (Mr. Tupper) had shown a
remarkable degree of disingenuousness
in his treatment of the subject. The
hon. gentleman said that he (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) assured the Committee last
year that there was only a deficiency
of $ 13,000 upon the entire half-year's
operations. If the hon. gentleman had
read carefully that passage, a portion
of which he had read, he would have
shown to the Committee that he (Mr.
Mackenzie) did not mean and could not
mean anything but the working ordi-
nary expenditure. He pointed out
then that the total earnings of the
year 1874-5 were $861,5à3, and of
1875-6, $848,861, being a decrease of
about $13,000. In 1874-5 the expendi-
ture was $850,775; and in 1875-6,
$877,485; which figures did not com-
prise the expenditure for renewals.
He recollected entering upon the points
as to the life of steel rails as com-
pared with iron rails, and giving that as
a reason why the Government were
justified in extending the period by
creating a Suspense Account, for charg-
ing the rails against the revenue of the
road; and he pointed out, as he would
now point out, that it would be a mal-
fest injustice to charge against the
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<rdinary expenditure of one year, the
whole expense of the steel rails which
were laid, because that would bring
-the expenditure for rails within two or
three years, while the life of steel rails
was expected to be fifteen years at
least. The entire expenditure for steel
rails on the line was as follows:-In
1871-2, when only half a mile was laid,
$3,825 ; 1872-3, 10Î miles laid, $82,510 ;
1873-4, 37-13 miles, $284,985. This was
the year before the present Govern-
ment acceded to office; in 1874-5, 40ï
miles, $275,000 ; 1875-6, 35J miles,
.$191,700; and in 1876-7, %hen the
entire quantity of rails was procured
with which to renew nearly the whole
ine, 111 miles, $549,450. The hon.

gentleman eaid that the deficit for the
year was nearly $1,000,000. How did
the hon. gentleman reach that ? By
adding in the entire amount of the
Suspense Account, which the Govern-
ment had created in order that it
might be distributed over a number of
years. The hon. gentleman had no
right to (o that. The hon. gentleman
had gone on to show that lie (Mr.
Mackenzie) had stated that all re-
newals, after the road was completed,
should be charged to revenue; and he
had endeavoured to deduce from that
an unfair conclusion, namely, that
everything bought in one year should
be charged to one year's revenue. He
(M1r. Mackenzie) had given reason,
threc years ago, and also last year, for
the course the Government proposed
to pursue, and the House accepted
those reasons. It was the accepted
policy of the Government and the
house that they should extend th,-
period of payment and of charging
the ordinary revenue over a number of
years. Whether that policy was right
or wrong, it was the policy the House
had deliberately adopted, and which
the Government had sustained al[
through. With regard to the working
of the road, the hon. member main-
tained that a road 750 miles long, could
be worked at the same expense as one
332 miles long.

Ma. TUPPER: No.
MR. MACKENZIE said the hon.

gentleman said "no;" but he appealed to
every hon. member present who heard
him, to say if that statement was not
true.

MR. TUPPER: I did not say the ex-
pense of working a road 700 mil es long
was the same as one 300 mileslong. I
said the expense of the staff would not
materially differ.

MR. MACKENZIE said that was a
distinction without a difference. The
Engineer's staff was part of the work-
ing expenses of the road. He appealed
to any practical man to say if the mile-
age of the road was not the criterion
for the Engineer's expenditure. The
Engineer or his assistant must travel
over the road an'd see every portion of
it. Besides, the Government had
undertaken, rightly or wrongly, to do
an immense amount of their own work
on the line, rebuilding engines, build-
ing cars, making their own sidings,etc.,
and a great amount of work was in-
volved in this. He maintained that
instead of the expenditure having been
excessive it was unusually less in pro-
portion now than it was four years
ago. So true was this that he was
amazed that the hon. gentleman had
ventured to institute a comparison
which must redound so much against
himself. The hon.gentieman had shown
that though the milcage had been
doubled, the increase in the Depart-
ments had been very slight indeed.
But the best evidence that the manage-
ment was more successful than it bad
been before was the fact that the
traffic was carried more cheaply per
mile than it had been in 1873-4. When
the present Government took charge of
the road the cost of working per mile
was $3,839.38, while last year the en-
tire cost was $2,327.27 a decrease of
$1,500 per mile. But he would apply
another criterion. There were a cer-
tain number of trains passed over the
road daily and yearly, and an exact ac-
count was kept of the expenditure in-
volved in working those trains. The
cost per train per mile, in the year, be-
fore lie (Mr. Mackenze) had taken
charge of the departiiient was 81.02.
Last ycar the cost was 82cor a decrease
20 per cent. Not only so, but in con-
sequence of the track being better
attended to, in consequence of better
management, they were now able to
take a larger number of cars per train
than before, so that if, they attached
only the same number of cars to cach
engine, the train mileage would, per-

supply. [APRIL 30, 1818.]



[COMMONS.]

haps, be as low as 75c, or a decrease ot
over 25 per cent. In 1873-4 three
track-masters were sufficient for the
road; ncw seven are required, the
mileage was so large. At Rimouski
pier there had been a great expense in
order to meet the convenience of the
public by a prompt delivery
of the English mail east and west.
There had been every effort made to
meet the public convenience, and he
ventured to say that there vas no
railroad upon the continent of America
at this moment more tboroughly
equipped and better worked than the
Intercolonial Railway. There was
one very amusing error in the hon.
gentleman's calculations as to the cost.
.He would inot say anything about the
hon. gentleman s percentage as his
hon. friend beside him had taken that
yoke from him, but he would say that
in bis estimate of expenditures the
hon. gentleman had included the
wagces with the stores. There had been
no decrease in the wages. The hon.
gentleman had taken the gross sum
and pointed out that they cost 100 per
cent. more in 1873-4 than last year,
but ho embraced wages in this state-
ment, and the hon. gentleman knew
that wages had not decreased. On the
contrary they had somewhat increased.

MR. TUPPER : Wages ?

MB. MACKENZIE : Yes.

MB. TUPPER : I will undertake Io
say that the Superintendent will teEl
the hon. gentleman thLt he cut down
the pay of the labourers.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that the
wages of the labourers had remained
precisely the same as they were, and
this was also the case with the
mechanies he presumed. He thought
so, but there was an increase in the
wages of the staff. For instance, Mr.
Luttrell had now a considerably larger
salary; Mr. Whitney bad a larger
salary; and also Mr. McNa b. He was
receiving for the first two years that
ho (Mr. Mackenzie) had had control
over the road, $1,000 a year from the
Nova Scotia Government, as their con-
sulting engineer. He declined to
allow this arrangement to continue
after they had an additional roadway
ready for opening, and he (Mr. Mac-

Ma. MACKENzIE.

kenzie) gave him notice that it shoul
terminate, and bis wages was increas-
ed in their service by the amount re-
ceived from the Nova Scotia Govern-
ment under the arrangement made
some years before. The wages lie be-
lieved of many of the station-masters
were more or less increased, and
those of the telegraph operators
and train-despatchers were increased,
so that there was in the expenditure
for salaries and wages a very consider-
able increase, thouigh he dared say that
the percentage distributed over the
whole of the work would not be large;
but there was an i nerease to a greater or
less extent; and yet the hon. gentleman
classed this item with the stores, and
pointed out a decrease of 100 percent.,
or rather, that there had been a de-
crease since 1874, and that it was, in
1874, higher by 100 per cent. than in
1876. The hon. gentleman had made,
this evening a speech, partly in revenge
for former alleged injuries; a speech
partly of a political cast; a speech hut
looked to another contest in ialifax:
and a'speech that looked to a political
contest in the western counties of Nova
Scotia. The hon, gentleman had en-
deavoured, as far as lie coild do by his
speech, to influence the feelings which
were excited in that quarter at the
present moment, in consequence of the
derangement of the railway traffic. In
going into this matter, he accused
this Government of not having paid
sufficient attention to the extension of
the road mitoHalfax; he went on to
show that the late Government had
made arrangements for such extension
along Water-street to West Wharf,
How far this was beyond the present
station he (Mr. Mackenzie) did not
know.

MR. TUPPER: It is very near the
station.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that his hon.
friend (Mi. Jones) told him that the
distance was less than a quarter of a
mile. The hon. gentleman told then
-and he confessed that he heard it
with amazement-that the late Gov-
ernment had taken a largo vote for the
purpose of carrying the road to this
point, and that they bad commenced
to expropriate the property on the left
or water side of Water-strect. Re-
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interrupted the hon. gent!eman to ask
what property was so expropriated,
because it was the first time that he
knew that they owned any property
near the dockyard on that side of the
Ioad ; and he thought it was high time
to look after it. The hon. gentleman
thcn said that, perhaps, it was not
wholly expropriated, but they had
taken steps towards it and got a report;
that a report was submitted to Council,

ild an Order-in-Council passed, pro-
v iding for this expropriation. This was
all news to him. If there was an Order-
in-Council, it had never been brought
to bis notice by any one. If there
was such an intention as to purchase
to West's Wharf, it was never declared
in this House; and if the late Govern-
ment obtained a vote-which they did
-of $250,000 in the Session of 1873,
t puichase this property, he wastolera-
bly certain that no indication was
given to Parliament of the purpose for
which this was to be expended.

Ma. TUPPER: It was for the
purpose of carrying the road into
Halifax.

MR. MACKENZIE: Of course that
was the whole statement; but would
the hon. gentleman say that any state-
ment was made in Parliament that
this was for the purpose of going
beyond the dockyard as far as West's
Wharf? Will he say that they were
then taking steps to expropriate this
property? In the spring of 1873,
when the Estimates were being pushed
through the louse, the hon gentleman
must have been in a position, if at all,
to make this statement. Was the
statement made? Was Parliament
informed of this intention?

iR. TUPPER: Yes; I will tell the
hon. the First Minister that the hon.
nenber for Halifax, on the floor ofthe
Iouse brought the question up, and I
stated then, as to night, that it was
dtecided after communication with the
citizens of Halifax, to go into Halifax
and provide that.

MIACKENZIE: Who was the
Mnember for Halifax ?

MR. TUPPER: Mr. Jones.
R. MACKENZIE: He was not

fiere.
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Mr. TUPPER: It was then at a
previous date. I explained it to the
present Minister of Militia. I remem-
ber distinctly that this hon. gentleman
brought up the question, and my hav-
ing stated that I would not say ex-
actly the time; and I will undertake to
show, from the record, that Imade the
explanation that having failed to get
to the dockyard outside we would go
to West's Wharf; and Ithink that he
will recollect the circumstances.

MR. MACKENZIE : Does the hon.
gentleman remember having applied
to the Imperial Government for the
dockyard ?

Ma. TUPPER: Yes.
MR. MACKENZIE: And being re-

fused?
MR. TUPPER: Yes.
Ma. MACKENZIE: Is the hon.

gentleman quite sure of that?
Ma. TUPPER: We not only applied

to the Imperial Government, but dele.
gated Mr. Archibald, when in Eng-
land, to make a personal application
to the Lords of the Admiralty, which
he did. We took every means to ac-
complish the design.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that this
Govern ment had gone through that
process; and he was not aware, until
this moment, that the hon. gentleman
and his friends announced their inten-
tion of securing the property beyond
the dockyard for the purpose of the
railway; or that they had taken any
steps with the corporation to secure
the right to carry the road along Water
street, and the hon. gentleman knew
that he could not do this without the
consent of the corporation. No step
that he was aware of had been taken in
this regard. The hon. gentleman now,
after the Government had expended a
large sum of money in carrying the
road into Halifax, on a plan
which he (Mr. Mackenzie) von-
tured to say, was entirely satisfactory
to the business men of the city, as many
of them told him, and as they put it in
formal shape, in fact, by requesting
that this should be done. He was sur-
prised now to hear the hon. gentleman,
for the sake of making the little politi-
cal capital which the hon. gentleman
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thought it would make, endeavour to
influence the minds of the people
there.

MR. TUPPER: No, no.
MR. MACKENZIE : "No, no," the

hon. gentleman said. Why, the hon.
gentleman said it would be one of the
first tasks of the incoming Administra-
tion to carry the road to this point.

MR. JONES: And bring back the
workshops.

MR. MACKENZIE: And this was
held out as a boon to the people of
Halifax, just as the hon. gentleman
had told them of his great bravery in
daring Mr. Carvell to move the men or
engineers out of the shop at his peril.

MR. TUPPER: Hear, hear.
MR. MACKENZIE said the hon.

gentleman went down there as a sort
of king, and as it suited his purpose at
the last election to make a demonstra-
tion of his powers when Minister be-
fore the whole people of Halifax, the
hon. gentleman declared his determi-
nation that not a man or shovel would
leave these shops because ho had re-
solved that they should remain at
Halifax.

MR. TUPPER: Hear. hear.
MR. MACKENZIE: And now the

hon. gentleman told them and the
whole country, after an enormous ex-
penditure had been made by the Gov-
ernment at Halifax to obtain a suitable
terminus-and it was a suitable termi-
nus-and after the enormous expendi-
ture made at Richmond, where there
was a splendid wharf fitted for the
largest steamers that navigated the
Atlantic Ocean, that they must and
that he would purchase, if he had the
power, all the warehouses and
shops and streets that lay be-
tween the present terminus and
this place calied West's wharf,
in order that Mr. Ritchie might secure
more votes against his hon. friend the
Minister of Militia. Why, if it were
Parliamentary, he should say that this
was one of the last acts of the dema-
gogue. The hon. gentleman would
venture in this way to endeavour to
make a little political capital out of an
ordinary discussion upon an ordinary
item in the Estimates; but the hon.

MR. MACKENZIE.

gentleman did not stop here. He said
that the Government, by their mis.
management in connection with the
Windsor Branch Railway, had thrown
disorder and confusion into the whole
of the railway traffic; that they had
undertaken to do what was illegal;
that they bad been checkmated bv
the Court of Chancery, and that theybad been held up by the English
journals to derision because they had
violated some of the vested rights held
by English gentlemen or capitalists in
Nova Scotia. Was it this Government
who really did this ? Was it this
Government who in the first place
cancelled the agreement ? Why was
the report made at an exceed-
ingly ominous period ? There was a
memorandum dated the 21st of Octo-
ber, 1873, from the Minister of Publie
Works, submitting the accompanying
proposal, made by the Western Coun-
ties Railway Company, of Nova Scotia,
and recommended its adoption; and
the Committee of Council advised that
the accompanying proposal be adopted
as recommended, subject to the ap-
proval of Parliament. This resolution
was as follows:-

" Whereas, b3 resolution of the House of
Commons, passed on the 23rd day of May,
in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-
three, it was resolved: That the Government
be authorized to enter into negotiations dur-
ing the Parliamentary recess with some
reliable Association or Company, for the
transfer of the railway from Windsor to the
trunk line from Halifax to Truro, upon con-
dition that such Association or Conipany
extend the railway from Annapolis to iar,
mouth, subject to the approval of Parliamenît
at the next Session."

The late Government were to transfer
the railway in this manner. Then
there was an Order-in Council of the
22nd of October, the next day, on the
report dated the 21st of October, fiom
the Minister of Public Works, statilg
that the Windsor and Annapolis Rtad-
way Company failed to operate the
railway known as the Windsor Branch,
contained in the Order-in-CoUncil of
the 22nd September, 1871, and to
comply with the other terms and con-
ditions of the Order in Council; that
it owed now $30,000 to the Govern-
ment of Canada, and that though
repeatedly called upon to pUy, had
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failed to do so; and recommending
that, inasnuch as the said Company
have failed to operate one of the rail-
ways between Halifax and Annapolis,
the Government of Canada, known as
the authorities by the said Order-in-
Council, do proceed immediately to
operate the railway botween Halifax
and Windsor. The Committec sub-
mitted the above, recommended by
is Excellency the Governor-General.

Then it was provided as follows: In the
agreement made on the 20th of Octo-
ber,-the proposai was made by the
Western Counties Railway, on the 20th
October,-on the 21st it was formally
accepted, bocause the Minister of Public
Works took the necessary steps by
making a recommendation to Council
to have an Order-in-Council passed
thereupon; and this agreement or
proposal from the Western Counties
Railway was as follows,-the proposal
was embodied in it:-

" And whereas the Western Counties Rail-
way Company have undertaken to build a
railway from Annapolis to Yarmouthi and

" Whereas the said work bas been under-
taken and commenced in view of the provi-
sions of the above resolution; and

" Whereas the said Company are desirodse
of having the said railway, in the said Reso-
lution nientioned, transferred to them ;

"The said Company therefore propose, for
the acceptance of His Excellency the Gover-
nor-General in Council, the following terms
of transfer, viz:-

" Ist. The said Company will undertake to
receive the said railway and appurtenances on
Ile first day of December, Anno Domini,eighteen hundred and seventy-three, and
fron that date.to work it efficiently, and keep
the same in repair at their own proper costs
and charges, collecting, receiving and appro-
priating to their own use all the tolls andearnings of the samne;

e2nd. That on the completion of the Wes-
tern Counties Railway from Yarmouth to
Annapolis (now in progress of construction),tlie said railway and appurtenances from.
Windsor to the trunk line, shall be and be-
cone absolutely the property of the said
'Western Counties Railway Company;

" 3rd. That in consideration of the pre-aises, the said Company hereby engage. to
prosecute the work of building the railway

'om Yarmouth to Annapolis, and complete
the Saie with all reasonable despatch.

Il0Dated at Ottawa, D.C., this twentieth day('eotOber, &Duo Domini, eighteen handred
and seventy-three.»

Then on the 30th October, there was a
nmelnorandum froin the Minister of

146j

Public Works, dated on the 29th
October, 1875, as follows :-

" st. That the Western Counties Railway
Company shall carry free of charge, all pas-
sengers holding Government tickets, on all
their passenger trains running between Hali-
fax and Windsor Junction.

"2nd. That the said Company or their
agents or assigns, shall have running powers
over the Intercolonial Railway, between
Halifax and Windsor Junction, with such
privileges as have been hitherto granted in
the agreement with the Windsor and Anna-
polis Railway.

" The Committee on the recommendation
of the Minister of Pnblic Workp, respectfully
advise that the ternis of the above proposal
be approved."

The whole of the steps,except the final
Act of Parliament which gave legisla-
tive effect to this agreement, were car-
ried through by the hon. gentleman
and bis colleagues who undertook to
criticise unfavourably this transaction.
The agreement was this. Every word
of it was truth ; and yet tbe hon.
gentleman ventured to attack this
Government, and to appeal to the
Western Counties of Nova Scotia, to
operate against this Government politi-
cally, because he endeavoured to
fasten upon this Government the
weight of bis transgressions, if it were
a transgression; and more,the hon.gen-
tleman ho thought, if ho would have
perused the judgment of Judge Richie
as he (Mr. Tupper) said he had, would
find that this agreement which was
cancelled by the late Government, on
the 22nd of October, was held by the
court not to bo cancelled legally, and
that it was on this fact that the entire
judgment was based. They said it was
not true that tbey ceased to operate
the railway, and they appeared to
have satisfied the Judge that this was
the case ; and although by a clcrical
error, or an error of the late Deputy
Minister of Public Works, properly
speaking, although in 1875 a tempor-
ary arrangement that he (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) signed as Minister of Publie
Works was made to renew this lease,
still such renewal in the face of the
Act of Parliament was in itself ultra
vires and could have no possible effect
if the lease had been properly can-
celled before ; but it was because the
lease was held by the Court never to
have been properly cancelled, and that
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the rights of the Windsor and Annapolis
Railway Company existed still, as
under the lease, that this judgment
was given. This was the basis of the
decision which the hon. gentleman
tried to lay ut their door, and this was
a specimen of his fairness in debate.
le had to say, in tbe first place, with
regard to the extension into Halifax,
that the expenditure of $70,000 was
not incurred in the purchase of the
block of land to extend the buildings
between Montreal and Richmond. It
was spent to a great extent to build or
rebuild between the wharves com-
menced at Richmond where the la: gest
steamers could unloaJ their frieght
if they pleased. IIere it was
that they proposed, if the Allan
steamers could get winter freight over
the railway, to have this freight
transferred. It was not recessary at
all for the through traffic that the
steamers should go to West street or
any place in that neighbourhood.
Indeed, it would be extremely incon-
venient that they should do so. It
was much more convenient to load
grain and flour and produce of that
kind at Richmond, where the accom-
modation was ample. Indeed, the
wharfage might be extended from
Richmond ail the way to Bedford
Basin. It was one immense harbour
for mles and miles, and the water
side could be utilized for any number
of elevators, freight sheds or wharves,
such as that which they had erected;
and when the hon. gentleman en-
deavoured to make capital against the
Government for not liaving sufficiently
studied the'interests of the trade of the
Intercolonial, and more particularly,
as the hon. gentleman tried to make
outthe trade of Halifax, he was acting,
he (Mr. Mackenzie) thought, a very
unworthy part as a citizen of Halifax,
for he had met with the utmost expres-
sions of good will from all the Halifax
people for the efforts this Government
had made-efforts which were neg-
lected for many years by the late
Administration to carry the trade of
the country into the city, and to afford
that accommodation which a rich and
populous cityrequired, and he ventured
to say that at this moment thore was
no handsomer station or better accom-
modation at any terminus on this con-

Ma. MACKENZIE.

tinent than at Halifax station. s0much with regard to several points
made by the hon. gentleman-some
from a matter of mere defence and
attack. He would refer for a moment to
the present condition of the road.
They had now nearly completed the
steeling of the line. The steel rails
were laid on the entire road, with the
exception of 11 or 12 miles. The oIl
bed had been renewed in the sleepers.
some iron bridges and sone filling up,
and they had ballasted the St. John.
and Shediac road so as to brin,
it into first-class condition, and
at no previous period had the
old portion been in as good
condition as now. During last winter,
from the last of November to April
3rd, there had been, altogether, twenty-
two steamers unladen, partially, at
Halifax. These steamers unloaded.
altogether, 1.218 cart-loads, from which
a revenue of $25,662 was derived.
This would not, perhaps, be looked
upon, even for these few months, as a
very large trade; but it was large,
since it commenced in the first place
at so very late a period, and they might
reasonably look for a vast increase of
this trade in a few years. During the
first winter, there were apprehensions
that the arrangements which the Gov-
ernment had made, were not such as
would ensure a steady stream of traffic
passing over the road. The merchants
and others who had freight to come to
Montreal and western places, were
naturally timid about trusting their
goods on a road which had to pass
through so large a tract of country.
usually covered pretty deeply with
snow; and when they knew that during
the last two years the steamers ruil-
ning from Liverpool, and other Eng-
lish ports, to New York, had carried
goods for western Ontario as loW as
12s. 6d. and 15s. sterling, per ton, this
passage being at once rapid and sure,
they could scarcely wonder that they
had carried so little over the Inter-
colonial Railroad; still it was an ad-
mirable beginning, and when the first
winter was carried out triumphantly
as to the passage of trafflc of all kinds.
the second, this last winter, was very
much more successful, as the returns
they now had showed; and they were
able now to point, with some pride, tO

[ COMM3ONS ) Supp'y.



Supply. 2325

the result of the current year's trans-
actions. For the six months ending
December, of the last three years, they
had been as follows : in 1875-6,
$47 1,042; 1876, $613,384; and 1877,
$715,186, an increase over the previous
corresponding six months of nearly
S100,000; and during the last four
months there had been an increase
again of another $100,000 over the
corresponding four months of the pre-
vious year, so that they had every
reason to feel hopeful as to the traffic
which might pass over this road.
lie was not hopeful that he should
succeed for years to come in making
the traffic entirely a paying one, but
the road would yield a return in many
other ways than dollars and cents, by
opening up a vast portion of the
country which had previously been
almost inaccessible. It would pay in
another way. It would afford a high-
way of our own to the ocean, to our
:wo great cities on the sea coast, thus
promoting that intercourse which was
essential to the growth of national
feeling amongst us, which was much
more valuable than money-that inde-
pendent national feeling, without
which no people could be prosperous
or great. He would not occupy more
time in referring to those matters
with which the hon. member for Cum-
berland had deait. He thought he
had tolerably well answered the points
which the hon. gentleman had endea-
voured to make against theGovernment.
le would be very glad to answer any
questions which his information would
enable him to answer, respecting any-
thîng connected with its management.
le could only say that he had, as far

as possible, given his clopest attention
to making the road a success. Surely
the economy which had been prac-
tised alike in the purchasing of supplies
and the general management of the
'oad was such as would fairly entitle
the Government to some credit at the
hands of the Committee. The hon.
gentleman opposite had endeavored
to show that a great deal of what the
Govern ment was assuming as a credit to
itself wss due really to the shrinkage
"I Value of the goods purchased in the
shape of stores. No doubt there was
somfething in this, when he (Mr.
Mackenzie) had pointed out that the

average cost of bar iron in 1873-4 was
$4.31 per 100lbs., of casting iron $4.25
per 100lbs.; while this Government
purchased the same nm aterial, bar iron at
$1.90 per 100 lbs., and cast iron at $2.28
per 100lb!. Iron had no doubt suffered
great shrinkage in value, but ho did
not believe it had shrunk to the extent
tbose pric-s indicated. Any one who
looked at the Public Accounts which
were presented to Parliament some
years ago would find that similar iron,
ordinary English iron, was paid for as
high as $6.25, and would find also that
this Government purchased spring
steel at 6e., whereas, before they
came into office it was charged at 18c.
He did not believe spring steel
was three times as high in 1873-4 as in
1876-7. He was sure it was not.
He recollected well taking in
tendeis for this particular article after
ho had come into office, and instead of
paying 18c. for it, he obtained it at
72c. fHe thought the Government
might, therefore, fairly take some
credit to itself, if they had-and ho
thought they had-sncceeded by
their system in purchasing at
a very much lower price than
the former Administration, besides
the shrinkage which, ho ad-
mitted, was very great. Over and be-
yond the shrinkage, he ventured to say
they had purchased, not simply those
supplies mentioned in this report, but
other articles at prices less by three or
four times the total value than what
was paid in 1873-4. Had ho known
there was going to be a critical exami-
nation into prices, ho would have
brought with him a tabular statement
he had of many articles which would
have been of interest to the Committee.
He did not desire to enter into any
discussion to-night, because he had not
expected that the hon. gentleman would
have taken the precise line which ho
had adopted. He ventured to say that
in no railroad on the Continent of
America had stores been purchased
with greater judgment,or dealt out with
greater care and precision than on the
Intercolonial. No one who examined
the main department and went over
the railway and examined the works,
would fail t) appreciate the efforts of
the Government to make this road a
successful one.
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Ma. JONES said the explanations of
the hon. the Premier, in reply to the
observations of the hon. member
for Cumberland, perhaps, left very lit-
tle for him to say on these points, ex-
cept to refer to one of the hon.
gentleman's remarks, which applied
more particularly to Halifax. During
the previous Administration, of which
the hon. gentleman was a member, an
amount was annually placed in the
Estimates for the purpose of carrying
the railway into Halifax. That amount
was kept there, year after year, but
nothing was done. Year after year,
as a Dominion or local election came
round in Halifax, engineers were sent
round with their instruments, to lead
the people to suppose the Government
were at last in earnest and were going
to prosecute the work, but, invariably,
nothing further was done. The only
thing done was to make an application
to a member of the Government for a
dockyard through which the railway
might pass to West Wharf. The Ad-
miral on the station gave an unfavour-
able report, and the whole matter
dropped there. The Government had
never moved further than to obtain
possession of the land. They had a
survey made and advertised at a criti-
cal time, and said they were going to
give this tender to Mr. O'Brien to take
the railway down to the north end of
the dockyard wall, knowing, at the
same time, they could not move one
step in advance without the permission
of the city. The whole thing was a
political dodge, got up at the time for
a political purpose, very well under-
stood. When this Government came
into power, their engineers were sent
to Halifax and the Superintendent went
down and consulted with the city with
reference to bringing the line into it.
He met the Department of Commerce,
and detailed the plan whicb, after ma-
ture deliberation, he thought was the
best to be obtained under the circum-
stances. The Department of Com-
merce approved of the plan. At that
time t he arrangement was made adopt-
ing North street as a station, with the
view of obtaining Queen's Wharf for
the city terminus. The Government
applied for the wharf and were re-
fused, and, therefore, their proposal to
establish a steam ferry be4ween the

MI. MACKENZIE.

city and Richmond could not be carried
into effect. The Government then
negotiated with respect to private
wharves, but found there were no
private wharves unless they purchased
a very large slice of deep water pro.
perty to give the accommodation.
The objection to West Wharf was this:
When the railway authorities came to
investigate the subject, they found
there was not room enough at West
Wharf for freight and passenger ac-
commodation, though there might have
been accommodation for a fPreight sta-
tion. The Government then built the
North street station, whore there was
ample accommodation for passengers
and freight. He did not say but that the
Government might have to carry the
lino further into Halifax. That was
under consideration at present. It
would have to go by a different route,
along Water street itself, which would
be a mode much less expensive than
that pointed out by the hon. gentle-
man. The hon. gentleman had also
referred to the Windsor and Annapolis
Railroad. The late Government had
leased this road to that Company
thon, under peculiar circumstances;
had passed an Order-in-Council revok-
ing the lease on the ground that the
Company had ceased to operate the
road, which was not true, as had been
proved in another case submitted to
Judge Richie, on which he founded
his argument, therefore the Order-in-
Council cancelling the lease was
beyond their powers. That Order-in-
Council was made a special legislation
in the following year, and embraced
in an Act of Parliament. On that
occasion the hon. gentleman was
present, and the representatives of the
Western Counties Railway CompanY
were present; and he was not aware
that either had drawn the attention of
the House to the fact that they were
about to pass an Act beyond their
powers, under the circumstances. Iad
the hon. gentleman taken then the
view which he seemed to have lately
taken in the interests of the western
counties of Nova Scotia, it was his
duty to have drawn the attention Of
the House to this fact, and to have
pointed out that the Government were
asking the passage of an Act conferring
powers to the Western Counties iRail-
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way Company beyond their powers.
le (Mr. Jones) regretted extremely
the position in which those railways
were placed. lIe did not wish to ex-
press an opinion in favour of one com-
pany or the other. He was afraid
they had been working in no friendly
spirit towards each other. As these
roads had been built by publie money,
the Government would have to take
some course in ordor that public in-
terests might not suffer beyond a
certain point. The hon. member for
Cumberland had endeavoured to make
political capital out of these questions,
but the people of Halifax knew the
hon. gentleman's course and would not
be guided by his opinions.

MR. TUPPER said ho felt that the
case as stated by him was practically
untouched, and therefore he would
detain the Committee but a short time
longer. The hon. the First Minister
had drawn a distinction between re-
newals and ordinary expenses. He
(Mr. Tupper) failed to see, if mainten-
ance of way was an ordinary expense-
and ho thought the hon. the First
Minister would admit that it was an
ordinary expense-how any distinction
could be drawn between renewals
which were an essential part of main-
tenance of way, and ordinary oxpenses.
He thought he need not labour further
at that point, ho had shown that the
hon. gentleman had said not only that
renewals must be cbarged to income,
but that they must be taken at one
vote. That disposed of the question
as to whether ho (Mr. Tupper) had
the righ t to charge him with the re-
newals he had made during the past
year. It was grossly unfair for the
hon. gentleman to charge Suspense Ac-
count $300,000 or $400,000 for the ex-
penses in carrying on the working of
the Intercolonial Railway. If ho
could put nearly $400,000 on the two
following years, why could ho not put
a million, so that the working would
cost nothing, by putting everything
into Suspense Account. If that was
not an essential part of the mainten-
ance of the road ho did not know
what was. Ali parties agreed that re-
fnewals had been charged to the year in
which they had been made both by
the late Government and the present

Government. He (Mr. Tupper) had
not said before,nor did ho say nowthat
the expense of operating the road
was the same for three hundred miles
as for six hundred miles, but there was
no such relation between the staff and
the length of the road required for the
operation of the road. There was only
one superintendent required whether
for 100 or 1,000 miles. Take for in-
stance the question of engineering.
He wanted to know why Mr. Brydges,
knowing the great injustice of turning
public officers of standing out of their
positions, recommended to the hon. the
First Minister,to discharge two assistant
engineers, knowing as ho did, ho
was going almost imnediately to have
the road open for the 700 miles, and
when he had them replaced. It was
making it-

MR. MACKENZIE : What was ?
Ma. TUPPER: There had been

more money expended in engineers by
a thousand pounds at the present mo-
ment than before they were discharg-
ed. Nir. Brydges knew that imme-
diately on the opening of the new
road they would be required, and his
ingenuity might have found some em-
ployment for them until the road was
opened. The working of the road per
mile had been brought up as a mate-
rial point. He (Mr. Tupper) had
drawn the attention of the hon. the
First Minister to the fact that in that
comparison they had the advantage of
the difference between the cost of
stores in 1874 and 1877. Assuming
that the charges were extravagant in
1874, although it was admitted there
was a great shrinkage in value, they
had that difference between mileage of
1874 and 1877. If it had depended
entirely on good management, why
was it that the cost per mile ot work.
ing thje road, 429 miles in 1875, was
$2,542 under the present management,
as shown by Mr. Brydges' own ac-
counts, and that in the next year the
charge for operating 545 miles was
only $2,126. This showed a large dis-
parity between the cost per mile of
working the road under the same man-
agement in 187k and 1876. Thon, in
1877, there was again a large increase
of over $100 per mile in the cost of
working it, notwithstanding a large
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portion of this road was new, and the
capital account still open. He would
now allude to one or two points raised
by the hon. the First Minister. The
hon. the First Minister said that he
(Mr. Tupper) had made a political
speech. He could not help it if, in
drawing these eontrasts between the
managemen t of the Intercolonial under
the old Government and the present
Government, the results were favour-
able to the late Government. He was
not responsible for that. It might
have political effect, but the hon. the
First Minister could not, on that
account, claim that he (Mr. Tupper)
should not make these statements. His
object was to make a comparison be-
tween the two parties, one which he
was entitled to make, as the late Gov-
ernment had been unfairly judged in
relation to this matter. Taking Mr.
Brydges' own statement in regard to
the cost of stores, he said their prices
had been greatly lessened during the
last three years, partly by general new
prices, partly by asking for tenders
for the additional articles required.
An arrangement was made for over
$100,000 for rolling stock in the United
States, by the Superintendent, without
tenders or competition being calied
for. The arrangement was made with
the Portland Car Company.

MR. MACKENZIE: There was a
circular sent to all the leading firms.

MiL TUPPER said when a public
department wanted a $100,000 worth
ofengines, he did not call sending cir-
culars to a few people a good system.

Ma. MACKENZIE: The circular was
sent to all the leading firms of engine
manufacturers. There could be no bet-
ter mode of tendering adopted than that.
The hon. gentleman was aware that
that was the method pursued by al-
most all railway companies and by the
British Government.

MR. TUPPER said he was warranted
in saying there were no public ten-
ders called for. The Minister of Militia
seemed to question the rights of any-
one, but himself, to say anything about
Halifax. This, however, was not a
matter in which Halifax was alone in-
terested. Every Canadian was inter-
ested in the question of the situation

ME. TUPPER.

of the Intercolonial at Halifax. The-
hon. gentlemen had said that his (Mr.
Tupper's) statements would not go for
much in Halifax; but, on a recent oc-
casion, when the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Jones) a direct personal issue, between
him (Mr. Jones) and himself, almost
ignoring the candidate who was run-
ning against him (Mr. Jones), the
majority of the electors of the city of
Halifax voted against the hon. gentle-
man being returned to this louse.
le (Mr. Tupper) could claim the
credit of having been instrumental, of
having been coricerned, of having been
an active agent in everything which
had had the effect of advancing the
position of the city of Halifax for the
last 20 years; and he defied the hon.
gentleman to point to a single public
matter there which he had not pro-
moted.

MR. JONES (Halifax): What are
they?

MR. TUPPER said that in visit-
ing Halifax, he could say Si monumen-
tum requiris circumspice. When the
Intercolonial Railway was under dis-
cussion, the late Government took up
the question of the Halifax terminus
which was then a mere shanty at Rich-
mond. Mr. McNab was charged by
the Government to survey a line into
the city in order to have the terminus
there. He made his report to the Gov-
ernment on that subject, but the lead-
ing citizens of Halifax objected to that
report because they wanted a water
communication, and the member for
Halifax (Mr. Jones) participated in the
objection. He (Mr. Tupper) returned
from a visit to Halifax, and asked his
hon. friend the Minister of PublicWorks
(Mr. Langevin) to stay his hand, be-
cause the scheme was objected to by
the public men of Halifax. Mr. Flem-
ing was then appointed to go down and
see the commercial mon of that city,
and see what would carry out t cir
views and submit a plan to the Govern-
ment. He submitted an elaborate plan
providing for carrying the road
through the dockyard and terminatinlg
it at West's Wharf. There was a large
space between West's Wharf and the
dockyard, which was owned by the
city, and the Government knew that
they could get that.
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MR. JONES: The hon. gentleman
knows they could not get through the
dockyard.

MR. TUPPER said they then applied
to the Imperial Governmnt and took
every possible means to get permission
to go through the, dockyard and reach
the point which the citizens of Halifax,
including the present Minister of Mil-
itia, approved of. That having failed,
they took advantage of Mr. Archibald's
presence in London to get him to
go to the Lords of the Admiralty, and
every argument was exhausted by
them to endeavour to get permission to
go through the dockyard. That having
been refused, they decided to go
through Water street, and go toWest's
Wharf, and with that view they
changed their esti mates from $ 150,000
to $250,000, in order to meet the cost
of expropriating one side of Water
street. An Order-in-Council was passed
adopting that policy, and it was in
course of arrangement at the time the
late Government went out of office.
The Government had now under con-
sideration the means of meeting the
statements of Sir Hugh Allan, that for
practical purposes the present arrange-
ment would not do. He (Mr. Tupper)
should be happy to support and assist
the Minister of Militia in accomplish.
ing what every member of this iouse
should desire-the establishment of the
Atlantic terminus of the Intercolonial
Railway. In regard t: the Windsor and
Annapolis Railway, the late Govern-
ment had not legislated at all. They
only passed a Minute-of-Council. They
passed an Order-in-Council, and the
present First Minister adopted it,
though he cancelled Orders-in Council
relating to a number of appointments.
Why did he not cancel this Order-in-
Counci!, seeing, as he said, that the
Government were then incompetent to
do anything ?

MR. MACKENZIE said this Order-
in-Council was passed before the meet-
ing of Parliament, and, therefore, be-
fore he (Mr. Mackenzie) placed his
'notion of Want of Cnfidence in the
Speaker's hands.

MR. TUPPER: Then my memory
failed me. What was the date ?

MR. MILLS: 22nd October, 1873:
Parliament met on the 23rd.

MR. TUPPER said no action had
been taken in the matter, except the
passage ot the Orders-in-Council, and,
therefore, it was quite competent for
hon. gentlemen to cancel them. The
late Government did not propose to
part with anything but the fee simplo
of the Windsor and Annapolis Rail-
waV, which was all they had, and
which was subject to right acquired by
Act of Parliament.

MR. LANGEVIN said the member
for Cumberland had stated the case
very fully and correctly, and he en-
dorsed bis statements. In regard to.
the cost of working the railway, every-
one knew that a short railway would
cost a great deal more per mile than
a long railway. When the Inter-
colonial came under the control of the
hon. gentlemen opposite there were
Division Superintendents, who were
discharged when hon, gentlemen came
into office. It was not shown that the
expenditure in 1873 was extravagant.
He had no doubt that the Minister of
Public Works was doing bis best to
manage that railway in the interests
of the country. But the railway Lad
been about doubled, and, per mile, of
course, the cost must be smaller now
than it was when the railway was
only 350 or 400 miles in length.
The comparison made by the hon.
member was not a proper one, and did
not bear against the late Government.
The hon. gentleman had stated that
there was not on this continent, and,
perhaps, nowhere else, a railway better
equipped than this. He did not doubt
it; and this was a great credit to the
country. le hoped that the Pacifie
Railway, when completed, would be as
well equipped. It was an honour to the
country that this sbould be so, and in
view of the great sacrifices we had
made to bauild the Intercolonial, and
which we were now making to build
the Pacifie Railway, it would be a
thousand pity's if we did not have a-
first class railway, and the best, per-
haps, on this continent. He would ask
the especial attention of the hon. Min-
ister of Public Works regarding the
extension of the railway towards
Quebec, the purchase or lease of the.
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Riviére du Loup branch of the Grand
Trunk Railway, which came as far as
Quebec. Some arrangements, at all
events, should be made in this regard.
This portion of the Grand Trunk was
now in very bad condition. The trains
could not pass over it at a rapid rate of
speed, owing to this fact. Future
winters could not be expected to be as
mild as the past one, and if something
was rot done very serious inconveni-
ence would result. This portion of the
line did not pay the company, and
consequently it was not inclined to
spend money on it. It was not in the
interest of that company to send goods
by this route, while this country had a
great interest in this branch, which
really was, and must become, a portion
of the Intercolonial. Arrangements,
at all events, should be made to have
this branch placed in proper order. If
the Government purchased or leased
or made some arrangements respecting
this road it would be of the greatest
advantage and necessity to build a
short branch from the St. Charles
station to Point Levis. This was re-
quired, and lie had no doubt that Mr.
Brydges would, if asked, tell the hon.
the Minister of Publie Works how
necessary and important this branch
was as regarded traffic over the Inter-
colonial, because, instead of having to
come by the Chaudiére and back to
Point Levis, probably 8 or 9 miles of
railway would be thus avoided. He
vas aware that the hon. gentleman bad

given attention to this matter.

MR. MACKENZIE: I would be very
much obliged to the hon. gentleman if
lie would tell me how to do it, other
than to give me advice on the subject.

MR. LANGEVIN said he left this
entirely in the hands of the hon, gen-
tleman who was responsible for the
undertaking, and he had no doubt the
hon. gentleman had the means for
effecting this purpose. If something
was not done in the direction indicated,
the mails over the Intercolonial might
be altogether stopped next winter.
He did not think that the road was
blocked one day with snow this last
winter.

MR. MACKENZ[E: We did not
allow any snow io fall last year.

Ma. LANGEVIN.

Ma. LANGEVIN said this showed
how strong the hon. gentleman was.
The hon. gentleman knew that he (Mr.
Langevin) had no personal interest
whatever in this matter. It would
not affect his county, but it did con-
cern the interests of the whole country.
Ontario was, perhaps, more than any
other Province, interested in having
this road properly kept up and in the
hands of the Government.

iMa. McCARTHY said that one or
two of the statements made by hon.
gentlemen opposite seemed to be in-
correct and called for observation. The
test of the hon. the First Minister as
to the working of the road, which
would appear fair at first sight, would
not, he thought, bear ont that conclu-
sion when examined. Mr. Brydges,
in his report, showed that the expen-
diture for the working of the road in-
cluded the renewals per mile, and this
was contrasted by Mr. Brydges, in bis
report, with the working expenses of
the road during 1875-6, which is stated
as being $3,839.38 per mile. He
thoughtthat the working expenses of
1873-4 were $3,535, and they seemed
to be over-stated by $331 per mile. Ir
addition, these working expenses in
cluded the very large sum of $275,719
for renewals, which spread over -371
miles of road, of course gave a much
larger amount per mile for renewals,
than did $200,000 spread over 714
miles.

MR. MACKENZIE: It does not in-
clude that at all.

MR. McCARTHY said that he (Mr.
McCarthy, was right. H1e had the
statement which showed it before him.
The ordinary expenses in 1873-4 were
$1,025,830, and renewals $275,719,
making a total of $1,301,000; and this
was the basis on which Mr. Brydges
must have taken and divided by the
number of miles.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Have you the
division ?

MR. MCCARTHY said that he had
the statement of the working expense
for 1873-4; the number of miles was
371, and it was simply a matter of
division. He contended in the first
place that a mistake was made in the
report, which he thought showed tha't
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the working expenses were $3,535 in-
stead of $3,839 per mile. T'he road was
then 371 miles in length; therenewals
cost $275,719; and the rate was $331
less per mile than Mr. Brydges stated
in his report, and this concerned the
comparatively small mileage (371
miles) against the expenditure of
$200,000 on renewals over 745 miles of
roadway. This was the case, however
the matter might be reviewed.
Another matter which might be taken
into account in a comparative state-
ment of this kind, was the cost of sup-
plies or the general store account.
This item last year amounted to
$1,171,802. They knew that according
to the statement of M r. Brydges, owing
to the shrinkage in value, that the store
account would have cost twice that
sum had these stores been purchased in
1873-4, so that they had a right to
double this sum in making a compara-
tive milcage statement between 1873-4
and last year; and he thought that the
hon. gentleman in this way would find
the result very different from what Mr.
Brydges made it in bis report, and
which the hon. gentleman reaffir med
here in argument The result which
he made was as follows: Leaving both
accounts for the renewals, they had,
for tne last year, $2,CO per mile,
and adding the difference iii the cost of
stores $1,241 per mile, they would
have $ 1,000 per mile against $3,508 for
1873-4.

MR. MACKENZIE: The hon. gent-
leman is counting the whole expenses
of the cars, which is charged to capital
account.

IR. McCARTHY said that the hon.
gentueman would see this in Statement
No. 9, attached to the Intercolonial
Rtailway in Public Works report, page
163. This gave the general statement
of the store account and showed as
follows:

June 30.
By Issues during year........... $1,171,802 41

Material, &c. sold:-
Old Rails,3,824 tons,16 ewt.

2 qr8.17 ibs.... ..... 75,382 05Cast Scrap, 599,637
lbs ............ ...... 3,839 94
Cast Iron Chairs,
359,605 Ibn.m........... 3,148 43
Scrap, Axles, 860 lbs... 12 90
Steel, 121,834 ]b. 1,311 99

Old Sipikes, 58,00 Ibs..... 957 00
Scrap Wheelp, 3,1001bs. 27 90
Wrought Scrap, 830lbs. 5 70
Frocs, 1 30 00

New Spi-es, 150 lbs ....... 4 50
Frogs, 3.............. 285 00

He presumed that the issues, on account
of the working of the road, extended
over the different departments. If not
they had no means of judging. This
was all ho proposed to say with regard
to the figures.

MR. MACKENZIE: The lion. gent-
leman is mistaken in taking these
figures. The purchase through all
the ycardoes not mean the expenditure
during the year.

MR. McCARTHY said that the ac-
count started with a balance in hand
of $153,788 worth of goods and left
with 8367,000 worth; credit was given
for stores during the year of
$1,171,802.41, and old material sold
had realized $85,005.41.

MR. MACKENZIE: The issues em-
brace, of course, the entire material
which went into 450 cars built, as well
as other stock, first-class cars, locomo-
tives, and other things. There is
not, perhaps, one-half of these issues
that belong to the current year. The
hon. gentleman cannot take these
figures. They are entirely astray.
They should only include stores con-
sumed during the year an i ordinary
working expenses. These figures em-
brace necessarily everything that we
have in the shop,and stock which may
be used for years; and this in part
was used very extensively this year
on capital account for the construction
of 400 cars, and each car cost $530.

MR. McCARTHY said he wished to
ask if ho was to understand that in
the store account, they made issues for
revenue purposes and for capital pur-
poses.

Ma. MACKENZIE . Undoubtedly.

Ma. McCARTHY : I sece.
MR. MACKENZIE : We purchase

the lumber by tender, and have it all
stored there, and we obtained tenders
for 300 cars. We received tenders,
some for $529 and others $530, and
we built another 400, which we suc-
ceeded in building for a slight figure
under that of the contract price.
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Ma. McCARTIIY said that then his
statement did not hold to the full ex-
tent, but it did as to the cost of stores
chargeable to revenue, and, therefore,
the comparison drawn by Mr. Brydges
in his report was not fair, but mislead-
ing, though, perhaps, not intentionally
so. As to the expenditure of $339,000
entered subsequently, they knew that
the country had paid, last year,
$539,000 for renewals; whether it was
spread over three or four years or not,
as a matter of flact, this money had
gone into the construction of the road,
and it was quite apparent that it had
never been placed before this year in
the Suspense Accounts. In 1873-4,
$275,000 more were sent on renewals
than last year, according to this way
of arranging it, although the road was
then only 371 miles in length. In
1874 this expenditure was $292,382,
and he contended that in renewals
$92,000 more than appeared was
chargeable against this particular year.
It was manifest and quite plain that
no comparative statement could be
properly drawn, and no fair and
reasonable statement be made ont
between this account of 1873-4 and
the present account, unless the
whole amount of renewals was put
in. In fact, the renewals of this year
in comparison with the number
of miles operated, were not more than
the renewals for 1873-4, and in fact not
as much. Hle merely rose to draw at-
tention to the position of the Windsor
and Annapolis branch line. The facts
were these; and when they had the
facts, it was not very difficult to arrive
at a proper conclusion, as to the rights
of these parties. This railroad was built
under a statute of the Nova Scotia
Legistature before Confederation,which
empowered the Governor in Council to
enter into an agreement for the con-
struction of the branch road, and to
grant subsidies to it. This agreement
was made upon the 22nd of November,
1866; and on this agreement the Hon.
Justice Richie, whose judgment he has
before him, determined that absolute
running powers were given over this
Windsor and Annapolis road by the
Government of Nova Scotia for ail
time to come; subsequent to this an ar-
rangement was made by the Govern-
ment of Nova Scotia, for a term of

Ma. MACKENZIE.

twenty-one years, giving the line, in
addition to running powers over the
road, a matter ofright, a vested interest
in the corporation as lessee on certain
terms and certain conditions, but only
for twenty-one years. This did not
profess to do away with the rights
which the railway had for ail time as
to running powers over the Windsêor
branch, connected with the main trun k;
but it granted for twenty-one years,
under aspecific contract, these running
powers over the trunk line as well for
a certain proportion of the earnings.
This it was stated was cancelled by the
late Government; and apparently an
Order-in-Council was passed subject to
the approval of Parliament, to put an
end to the lease, and to enter into
another arrangement with the Western
Counties Railway. Of course, the
Order-in-Council had no effect. It pro-
fessed to be made subject to the approv-
al of Parliament, and it was in no wise
binding on the Government that suc-
ceeded the late Administration or Par-
liament until approved by Parliament,
and the hon. gentleman ought not
now to pretend that all the blame
attachable to the unfortunate
position in which these roads now were
should be shouldered by the late Ad-
ministration. The Government, of
which the hon. gentleman was the
leading member, adopted this Order-in-
Council, and not only ado pted it, but
brought down an Act of Parliament
and passed it through the House.

MR. MACKENZIE: What does the
hon. gentleman mean by adopting the
Order-in-Council ?

Ma. McCARTHY said the hon. gen-
tleman acted on this Order-in Council.

Ma. MACKENZ[E: The hon. gen-
tleman says we not only adopted it,
but brought down an Act.

Ma. McCARTHY: So you did.
MR. MACKENZIE: We simplY

brought down an Act to confirm an
agreement, solemnly and formally
made by the late Governmcnt. We
were bound to do that in good faitih.

MR. McCARTIIY: The hon. gentle-
man, as I understand it, was not bound
to do that, because this agreement was.
subject to the approval of Parlia-
ment.
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Ma. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tieman will see this: An agreement
was made by the late Government,
subject, no doubt, to the approval of
Parliament, but this Government, in
the abstract, was bound to sec that
this agreemnent was carried out, if they
could; and it was our duty to submit
it to Parliament for approval, in accord-
.nee with the agreement made by the
Government of Canada.

MR. McCARTHY said lie then un-
derstood the hon. gentleman to say
ihat, whether this was right or wrong,
or illegal-and beyond all question it
was illegal, according to the decision
of the Nova Scotia Judge-this Gov-
crnment was bound to adopt and sub-
mit it to Parliament, and have it rati-
lied by Parliament. He did not un-
derstand this at all. Surely if the hon.
gentleman did not approve of this
policy, lie would iot have brought the
Order-in-Council down to Parliament.
If the hon. gentleman had found it
illegal, he would not have brought it
down to Parliament and carried it into
effect.

MR. MACKENZIE: It is an open
question whether it is illegal or not.

MR. McCARTHY: I understand that
it is not an open question. I have the
judgment before me.

MR. MACKENZIE: But there may
be anotherjudgment rendered. The or-
dinary heading of the Nova Scotia Act
does not seem to me to concur with
that judgment. Of course this is a
]ayman's opinion, and worth very lit-
tie, but it does not say that it gives
running powers only, but " running
powers or other arrangements."

Ma. McCARTHY said be did not
propose to argue the matter with the
hon. the First Minister. He would
assume that the judgment of the Nova
Scotia Judge, until reversed, at all
events, was sound and good law. The
hon. the First Minister forgot that
after all this was done-the most im-
portant point was not to be lost sight of
-that this agreement was made on the
22nd June, 1875, signed by the hon.
gentleman himself, after the Act of
Parliament was passed, ratiied and
confirmed it.

MR. MACKENZIE: That is a great
mistake.

MR. McCARTHY said he did not
understand it if it wias a mistake.
Some arrangement was made with the
railroad.

MR. MACKENZIE: I thought that I
explained that in my remarks.

MR. McCARTHY sa'd it w'as surely
an extraordinary thing to say that
when a solemn agreement was entered
into by the hon. the Minister of Pub-
lic Works, under which this company
bound itself to change their guage and
go to expense, it was merely a mis-
take, and it was surely not a sufficient
answer to say that it was a mistake.

MR. MACKENZIE: I am afra¶d that
it was we that went to the expense and
not they.

MR. McCARTHY said that he only
knew what he saw there. He understood
from the judgment that all this was
done; that the guage was changed;
that the cars were delivered over to
the Government and to the hon. the
Minister of Publie Works; and after
all this was done the road was violent-
ly taken possession of without right
and in defiance of the law as it was
established by a Judge of Nova Scotia.
There seemed .to be no doubt at
all about the legal position of the case,
assuming that this judgment which he
did assume, and did not at ail differ in
any way from, to be perfectly correct.
He mainly rose to point this out as an
answer to the observations of the hon.
the Minister of Public Works on this
point.

MR. TUPPER said that lie wanted
to draw the attention of the hon. the
First Minister to the case of Mr.
Boggs, which he had brought before
the House on a recent occasion. He
did not find the discrepancy between
the statements so great as the hon.
gentleman had seemed to imagine, yet
lie felt the full force of the statement
made by the General Superintendent
of Railways, as to the difficulty con-
nected with any interposition in the
administration of the road where a
serious accident had occurred; and if
the restoration of Mr. Boggs to the
position be held before, was asked, he
would hold that this objection was
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insuperable, and was inclined to think
that the Superintendent would agree
with him that Mr. Boggs having been
a faithful and efficient officer for
many years, and one who enjoyed
good standing, as this accident had oc-
curred after very severe and prolonged
labour on his part, his claim should be
considered, because it was a most disas-
trous thing for any person in his posi-
tion to lose the means of living-and
ho should be chosen to fill some other
position to which such responsibility
would not attach. A very large peti-
tion, sent by a number of the inhabi-
tants of the place, asked that ho should
be appointed station-master at Brock-
ville, where, ho believed, there was a
vacadcy. He (Mr. Tupper) hoped that
this claim would be considered. He
also desired to refer to the case of Mr.
O'Brien.' He had introduced a Bill to
restore to Mr. O'Brien the rights
which he enjoyed before the Intercol-
onial Railway Act was passed. Vhat
he wanted to ask the hon. Minister
was, whether, in case they were not
disposed to so alter the law as to place
Mr. O'Brien in the same position as he
was under the law, he would like the
case to go before the arbitrators ?

MR. MACKENZIE said ho had no
word to say in answer to that. The
Government had not been able to re-
cognize that claim. It must be
assumed the Government had a right
to ceomplete the railroad to Halifax.
The more fact of Mr. O'Brien having a
railway track on the street could not
debar the Government from building a
road alongside it if they liked. Sub-
mitting the matter to arbitration
would imply that the Government
doubted their position. There could
be no possible ground for submitting
the matter to arbitration.

Ma. TUPPER: I understand that in
the case tried in the Supreme Court
you expressed the opinion that Mr.
O'Brien offered the arbitration.

MR. MACKENZIE: That is a mis-
take. What I offered was this: I said
we are quite willing to pay you any
interruption we caused you by break-
ing up the street and crossing the
track, from the time we took up your
rails until we laid them down again;
whatever damage was thereby caused

M. TUPPER.

will be paid for. If that cannot be de-
cided on between us, we will leave it
to arbitration. That was different
from leaving the right of the Govern.
ment to build the road to arbitration.
I consulted the law officers of the
Crown respecting that.

Ma. TUPPER said he would
like the hon. gentleman to con-
sider the question of submit-
ting to the official arbitrators any
damage. Under the law Mr. O'Brien
might be in a position to claim arbit-
ration on the statement when the law
passed that no private rights would be
interfered with.

MR. BORDEN said the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland had appeared to
night in a new rôle in relation to the
Windsorand Annapolis Railway. Dur-
ing the past four Sessions, the subject
of transferring branches of the Inter-
colonial for the purpose of aiding the
construction of other linos in the
Lower Provinces had been before this
Hlouse, and on every occasion the hon.
member had claimed paternity for that
policy and had defended it. The hon.
gentleman had nover before taken
objection to the Act for the transfer of
the Windsor Branch, introduced by
the present Government in 1874, nor
had ho ever-claimed any rights for the
Windsor and Annapolis Railway Com-
pany. To night, for reasons obvious
to the people of the Western counties,
ho had advocated the rights of the
Windsor and Annapolis Railway Coni-
pany, which, when the railway was
first built, had great difficulty in getting
their rights acknowledged by the late
Government of which the hon. gentle-
man was a member. In the statement
put forth by the Company the follow-
ing statement occurred:-

"Whilst the railway between Windsor and
Annapolis was under construction, the Brit-
ish North America Act came into operation,
and Nova Scotia became a part of the Con-
federated Dominion of Canada, the Govern-
ment of which, in teris of the provisions Of
said Act, became owners of the railway froml
Halifax to Windsor, and consequentlY the
successors of the Provincial Governnient in
the before-mentioned agreements and racts.
However,in direct opposition to the provisions
of the section above quoted, the trafie arra-
gements and running powers were refused tO
the company, and upon the completion of
their works they were compelled to com-
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mence operations under a provisional
affreement for the mere interchange of traffic,
wdich was entered into, under pretest, be-
tween the then manager of the Company's
railway and the Superintendent of Govern-
ment Railways, on 13th December, 1869."

Further, the Company were obliged,
in 1871, to send out a special agent,
Mr. J. A. Mann, from England, to ne-
gotiate with the Government, and he
immediately petitioned the Govern.
ment for running powers. On the
21st June, 1871, the Minister of Jus-
tice reported favourably to the applica-
tion of the Company, and an agree.
ment was entered into, to take effect
from the lst January, 1872. Nothing
further was heard of the matter until
May, 1873, when a resolution was
adopted by this House, introduced by
the right hon. member for Kingston,
declaring it expedient to give powers
to the Government to enter into nego-
tiations during recess for the
transfer of the branch railway.
Not a word was stated in
that resolution as to any right the
Windsor and Annapolis Railway
Company possessed in the branch pro-
posed to be transferred. The next act
which would indicate the personal
feeling of the hon. member for Cum-
berland was the cancellation of the
lease on 22nd October, 1873, after, as
alleged by the company, a promise had
been given of an extension of time
until November 1st for the payment of
arrears. The responsibility of this
Order-in-Couneil has been to-night ac-
cepted by the hon. member for Cumber-
land, aiter which, and in view of the
mnanner in which this Order-in-Council
is regarded, in the recent judgment of
Justice Ritchie, it was very evident
that this championship of the rights of
the Windsor and Annapolis Railway
Company by that hon. member, was of
very recent date. As to the hon. gen-
tleman's special interests in the people
of the Western counties, that was also
exhibited by an Order-in-Council
Passed on 22nd October, 1873, authoriz-
ing the company to inerease their
tariff,.perhaps to compensate the com-
Pay in some measure for the cancel-
lation of the lease onthe same day. He
had shown enough of these facts to
enable the people to appreciate what
the hon. memiber had said to-night on

their behalf, and in the interests of the
Windsor and Annapolis Railway Com-
pany. It was intolerable that the pre-
sent unfortunate state of things, which
seriously interfered with the trade of
the Western counties and of Halifax,
should continue. He had received a
letter frorn a prominent merchant in
his (Mr. Borden's) county, from which
he would read an extract, and to which
he would call the attention of the hon.
the Minister of Public Works:-

"Last week I had a car load of Enalish
goods brought by rail from Halifaxito Kgent-
ville. For carriage the Western Counties
Company made a chfarge of$30.30 toWindsor,
and the Windsor and Annapolis Co. of $21.78
to Kentville ; altogether $52.18. Before the
Windsor Counties Co. got the Windsor
branch, the whole charge from Halifax to
Kentville on a car load of freight was $25."

He had also a letter from a gentleman
engaged in sending large quantities of
hay to Halifax, in which ho made this
statement:-

" Under the present arrangement the cost
ofgetting hay down to Halifax is from $2 to
$3, whereas the people of Sackville get their
hay over 150 miles of road to Halifax at
about half that price."

Thus it appears that the people of Hor-
ton were paying nearly four times the
rate of the people of Sackville, to get
their hay into the city of Halifax, ac-
cording to the number miles they were
dietant from that city. le (Mr. Bor-
den) did not intend to enter into the
quarrel between the companies, and
between one of the companies and the
Government. He simply desired to
call the attention of the Government to
this unfortunate state of things and to
ask that steps be taken to remedy it.

Mia. MITCHELL said it wae of great
importance that the Rivière du Loup
Branch should be acquired by the
Government.

Ma. POPE (Compton) said ho con-
sidered that this branch was the key to
the Intercolonial Railway, and the
Government should not allow another
winter to pass over without making an
effort to get the road.

Vote agreed to.
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201. Prince Edward Island Railway$200 000
202. Telegraphlines,British Colum-

bia (including subsidy)....... 41,500
203. Telegraph lines between Prince

Edward Ieland and the main
]and........................ 2,000

204. Agent and Contingencies, Bri.
tish Columbia................ 4,000

XXII. DOMINIoN LANDS.

206. Surveys of Land, Manitoba and
the North-West (including
Commission and staff and
Land Agencies)...........

XXXIII. MINOR MATTERS.

207. Estimate of amount for which
a Vote is required...... . ....

80,000

$10,000

Resolutions ordered to be reported.

Ilouse resumed,
Resolutious reported.

House adjourned at
Thirty-five minutes past

One o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 1st May, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at
Three o'clock.

PRAYERS.

CRIMES OF VIOLENCE PREVENTION
BILL.

(Mr. Blake.)

FIRST READING.

Ma. BLAKR said he rose with a
good deal of diffidence at this late
period of the Session to make a few
observations which ho proposed to con-
clude with a motion. We had a very
peaceable and law-abiding community
in (anada, but there was no doubt,
that a larger number of crimes of vio-
lence were committed than formerly.
It was immaterial to enter into a gen-
eral discussion of that topic. He
believed that, as a rule, these unhappy
changes were due to casual and acci-
dental circumstances which would dis-
appear. But, with reference to one
part of the Dominion-a part of which
they were all proud-the circumstances
were widely different. From what-

M1R. PoPE.

ever part of Canada they mighthbail
they were al proud of "the City of
Montreal. They were proud of its
situation, placed, as it was, in a eom-
manding position at the junction of an
unrivalled system of ocean and inland
navigation. They were proud of the
zeal, the enterprise, the public spirit
of its citizens and the beautiful citv
they had made for thenselves. TheV
had been proud of the cosnopolita'i
character of its population, in which
different nations and creeds have
mingled together, co-operating for the
general good, and each vieing in the
race of advancement. They believed
in those sentiments, but they woi Id be
untrue to their position as legislators
if, in view of the events which had
been occurring during the last few
months, and which euliminated in a
crime the other evening, they were to
separate without some effort torestore
the fair fame of the city and avert the
disturbances which, if not looked after,
would lead to more serious things in
the future. For nearly a year past the
city had been the scene of frequent
violent attacks in the streets by differ-
ent parties, in which firearms had
been used with the utmost reckless-
ness. Excepting the other night,
little loss of life had resulted from
those difficulties, but there might have
been serious loss of life. But the
events of the other evening were pre-
monitory of far more serious events in
the future unlesa some stops were taken
to repress those circumstances. He
was not called on at this time and
under these circumstances-perhaps he
would not be called upon at any time
or under any circumstances-to weigh
the morits of the contending parties.
All the disorder, all the violence and
use of firearms were not to be
attributed to those classes, since it
was obvious there existed a degree of
lawloss use of firearms in that
eity entirely irrespective of the
circumstances to which he had alluded.
It was natural to expect that that law-
less habit would spread, and that the
rougher and more lawless and criminal
population would very readily avail
themselves of a practice which the
more respectable, orderly and law-abid-
ing classes had not scrupled in some
instances to resort to. As a Canadian
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,of Irish descent it gave him an addit-
ional pang of humilation that his own
tellow-countrymen of both creeds
.should be prominently concerned in
those troubles. H1e would only say
that if his feeble voice could reach
bcyong the limits of this hall, and he
could hope that ià would have any
weight, he would ask them to remem-
ber that, although belonging to differ-
ent forms of Christianity, the cardinal
principle of that religion is love and
charity, forbearance and self-sacrifice.
That yielding to one another is the
signal mark of our creed. whether
Catholics or Protestants, and that we
daily asked to be forgiven our trespas-
bes as we forgive those which others
did to us. There was but little charity
in that religion if they could look
calmly on the events which were tran-
spiring iii Montreal without horror
and without a desire to use every
means in their power to prevent their
recurronce and reiteration. le would
appeal to those two parties of his fel-
lo w countrymen, if lis voice could be
heard. He would appeal to one side
to be regardful of the rights under the
law of the other side, go be regard-
ful of the prejudices and feelings and
the temperament of the side which
objected to some of their proceedings.
It appeared to him that both sides
were terribly to blame. There
must be some restoration of the good
feeling which formerly existed, and
some understanding must be arrived at
by which they could preserve their re-
putation. But so it was that a reign of
terror might be said to prevail at this
moment in Montreal owing to the
mode in which those fights were or-
ganized, owing to the mode in which
those weapons were secured. It was
not only those who hazarded their
lives in those encounters who were
exposed to danger. The peaceful
citizen was exposed to almost equal
risk if he was in the vicinity of those
encounters, to that which beset the
actual combatants, and they found
that those who had no concern what-
ever in the riots had been, in some
cases, the actual sufferers, and in other
cases had accidently escaped with
their lives. The question was whether
there was any remedy by legislation.
and that subject, as it occurred to him,
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divided itself into three considera-
tions-first, the question of public
processions, which he would pass
by with one observation. The
question generally was a complicated
and difficult one, but he was satisfied
that, although he would not say
there were no circumstances in
this country in which their
jurisdiction and power with
reference to crime and criminals might
entitle them to interfere to some
extent in that subject, yet the circum -
stances were too rare, the interference
would be but partial, and if any
remedy of that kind would be fit to
apply, that remedy was to be applied
by the Local Legislatures of the Pro-
vinces. The second question was
that which had attracted attention
some time previous to this. It was
that of possible intorference by this
Parliament, the formation of a police
force by Canada. To that to-day, as
in times past, ho would decidedly
object. The preservation of the peace
rested under the one reading and prac-
tice of the Constitution with the local
authorities. It would be utterly im-
possible for Canada to undertake to
organize a police force such as would
be required in the considerable cities
and in the rural places. There was
no doubt, that any city which, owing
to exceptional circumstances, had to
charge itself with the establishment of
an exceptionally large police force,
would be glad to sec a local burden
discharged even by the Dominion of
Canada. His opinion was that it de-
volved upon the Local Governments
and Legislatures to provide an ade-
quate local force for the maintenance
of the peace. There remained but one
consideration on which they could pro-
fitably hope to act, viz., whetherunder
existing circumstances any change
could be made in the law for the pur-
pose of repressing or preventing crime
which came properly within their
jurisdiction. He desired to call atten-
tion to the fact that there were atready
on the Statute two general and one
special law having more or less rele-
vancy to the consideration of the
question whether further legislation
should be had. So long ago as 1869,
when the code of criminal law was
passed which provided for offencea
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against the person, the 20th chap. of
the Act of that year made it an
offence to carry on the person pistols
or other offensive weapons. The pen-
alty, however, for the breach of this
provision, although it was made a
crime, was but a fine of from $10 to
$40, and no imprisonment was award-
ed except in default of payment of the
fine. The sane law prevailed in sea-
port towns with reference to the wear-
ing of sheath knives by sailors when
off duty. The next general law was
that of last Session, the passage of
which was attended by many diffi-
culties. It was important that the
law should not be inefficacious, and, on
the other hand, it was to be remem-
bered that without the right to
search, an advantage was given to the
lawless portion of the community over
the law-abiding portion-an import-
ant practical bearing supposing the
penalty of carrying a revolver without
a cause, to be a serious penalty, be-
cause, while free from the danger of
being searched, the lawless character
might without apprehension carry his
revolver, be might fairly presume that
the law-abiding citizen, knowing it was
a crime to carry a weapon, would not
carry one. so that immunity and
license to the lawless individual might
result. It was for that reason the
Government proposed but very moder-
ate measures. The hon. gentleman then
detailed the provisions of the Act of
last Session, and stated that there
had been a special law on the
Statute-book since 1869 with reference
to certain districts in which it was
thought possible that owing to the con.
gregation of fluctuating bodies of
labourers there might be increased
danger to the public peace, and con-
sequently the necessity of increased
precautions, increased rigour, and
diminution of the ordinary liberties of
the subjects of this country. He re-
ferred to the Act for the Preservation
of the Pence in the Vicinity of Public
Works. Under that Act whenever
the Governor in Council was of opin-
ion that there was any danger to the
public peace at a place, not being a city,
which was exempted from the oper-
ation of the Act, in the viclnity where
publie works were being constructed,
he was entitled to proclaim that the
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Act should be in force, and from that
time no one in the district was to have
in his possession any weapon either in
his house or on his person. The
penalty, however, was so trifling that
it might almost be called nugatory.
It was a fine of from $2 to $4, with
forfeiture of the weapon. The Act also
provided that at a time and place to be
named all dangerous weapons sbould
be delivered up to certain commis-
sioners, and that persons afterwards
concealing weapons, in order to evade
the Act, should be liable to a penalty
of from $40 to $100. It was also pro-
vided that any person employed on
the work who should be found
carrying a weapon might be
arrested if there were good
grounds to believe he was carrying it
for a dangerous and improper purpose.
It was obvious, as it appeared to him,
that the exceptional condition of
things to which he had referred did
not demand, and theref&re did
not justify, a general prohibitory
statute. He felt, himself, the utmost
reluctance in proposing, even as a
temporary measure and under the ex-
ceptional circumstances, the applica-
tion of a measure of comparative rigor
and stringency with a view to mitigate
the dangers to which he had referred.
And this reluctance would be insuper-
able if he felt that they were called
upon by any ground or reason t>
involve the whole country in the pro-
visions of an exceptional law, because
of exceptional circumstances involved
only in one locality, however import-
ant that locality imight be. But the
precedent which lie had referred to on
our own Statute-book, and the prece-
dent set by the Imperial Parliament,
in the Act passed to meet the difficul-
ties in Ireland, were both furnished to
show that a general law was Dot
essential to meet a special difficulty
applicable to only one, though it might
become applicable to more than one
locality. After such consideration,
brief as it might be, that he had been
able to give the question with reference
to the affair of the other night, he had
come to the conclusion that it was
their positive duty to legislate in
regard thereto. le had come to
the conclusion that a Bill passed
somewhat on the model of the Public
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Works Act, to which he had referred,
or somewhat on the model of the Irish
Act, to which he had also referred,
would be the most reasonable way of
meeting the difficulty. Owing to the
late period of the session and the diffi-
culty now of having a full discussion
of such a measure, it should, he thought,
only be temporary, and therefore his
proposal would be, that any measure
1hey might pass, should be in force
only till the end of the next session of
Parliament. He would propose that
it should be in the power of the Gov-
ernor in Council, whenever in his
judgment it was necessary for the
better prevention of crimes of violence
in any county, city or town or muni-
cipaiity, in any Province or territory,
by proclamation in the Canada Gazette,
to declare that this Act should apply
to the district defined in the proclama-
tion. He proposed also that it should
be in the power of the Governor in
Council at any time by proclamation
similarly published to revoke the
former proclamation, and so dis-
continue the operation of the Act in
the district. It was also provided that
the proclamation carrying the Act into
operation should be Dosted on the doors
of the places of public worship, court-
houses, and police stations, with a
printed abstract of the provisions of
the measure for the information of per-
sons affected thereby. So far those
provisions were printed chiefly from
4he Irish Act. He proposed further,
that after a time named in the pro-
clamation it should not be lawful for
any person, not being an officer of the
peace, or a soldier or sailor in Her
Majesty's service, to have elsewhere
than in his own house any arms. He
had hesitated some time as to the de-
finition of arms, but on the whole he
thought it would be fitting to suggest to
the House to embrace therein not only
the smaller descriptions of firearms,
but also others which were described
in] part in the Act relating to offences
against the person, and some other fire-
arms described in the Irish Act- in a
word, all dangerous and deadly weap-
ons. He would propose that any per-
son carrying any weapon in contraven-
tion of the statute should be guilty of a
maisdemeanor and liable to a term of

imprisonment not exceeding twelve
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months, and that it should be lawful
for any person to seize and apprchend
any one carrying weapons after the
Act went into force, and to deliver the
offender over to an officer of the peace
with a view to his being brought be-
fore the proper judicial functionary to
be dealt with according to law. He
also proposed that it should be lawful
for a constable or officer of the peace
to search any person suspected of carry-
ing weapons, which, if found upon him,
should be retained and handed over to
the magistrates. Another provision
was, that power should be given to the
Governor in Council to appoint com-
missioners, who might grant licenses to
such persons as they thought proper to
carry arms, specifying the description
of weapons, these licenses being revo-
cable at will. He would propose
further the application of the second
clause of the Act respecting offences
against the person, also with reference
to the procedure for trialto this mea-
sure, and also that nothing therein
should free any person from any other
penalty to which he might be exposed;
provided, however, that he should not
e punished twice for the same offence.

He had omitted any proposal with
reference to the delivery up of offen-
sive weapons in the bouses of persons.
This was, of course, a question of con-
siderably difficulty. He had a relue-
tance to go a step further, in any pro-
posal he might submit to the House,
than the absolute exigency of the case
demanded. It was obvious that any
provision such as was contained in the
other Acts for the delivery up of all
weapons at a time to be named, and
making it a crime to have weapons in
the bouse, was a provision which, in
the first place, involved the exercise of
the arbitrary right of searching, which
was very liable to be abused. It in-
fringed to a certain extent upon the
weil-worn opinion that a man's bouse
is bis castle, and he was indisposed to
take the responsibility on himself-
although he did not pronounce against
it-of inviting the House to adopt such
a proposition. It was obvious also
that for the efficacious carrying out of
such a provision a considerable staff of
officers would be required, and that it
would be necessary to have a systema-
tic search. Then, again, it would work
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to the disadvantage of the law-abiding
'citizens if having weapons in the house
were made a crime punishable by im-
prisonment. The law-abiding citizen
-vould be more likely to give up bis
-weapons while the lawless man would
probably trust to bis powers of con-
-cealment and run the risk of a scarch.
It was also obvious that the protection
of the law-abiding citizen against burg-
lary and crimes of that character would
or might be seriously impaired by a
law of this kind, since burglars and
such lawless persons frequently carried
arms, and they would bave the pre-
sumption or assurance derived from
the existence of such law t hat there was
.uconsiderable chance that hopestpeace-
.able citizens would not possess wea-
pons. It was right, on the other hand.
to say with reference to the severai
disturbances which had given rise to the
necessity, if necessity there were, for
logislation of the character proposed,
that unless arms were got rid of in
some way, there was a possibility of
the legislation being to a large extent
abortive. Upon the whole, however,
lie thought it would be better for him to
submit the consideration which had oc-
curred to him on this topic to the fHouse.
He had now stated at greater length
than he intended, but, perhaps, not at
greater length than ho was bound
to do, why he had taken the
responsibility of pursuing the main
features of such a measure, as he
thought that they ought, at any rate,
to consider during this Se-sion. Hu
was aware that, without the unanimous
assent of the House, the motion lie
proposed to place in Mr. Speaker's
hands could not be adopted, but, inas-
much as the giving of notice was a
form, and as the days of the Session
were now very short, and as what was
practically of consequence was, that
they should come to the discussion of
the subject, if it was to be at all dis-
cussed, at as early a period, and have
as long a time for its consideration as
possible, he had thought ho was not
infringing on the spirit of the rules,
even though ho might be violating
their letter, by asking the House, as he
now did, to permit the m.otion to carry
for leave to introduce this Bill. He
need hardly say that lie had no expec-
tation of being able to mature this Bill
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into law of himself, but he should only
ask the House and Govern ment to con.
sider it, and, if it were thought fit to
take any steps in this direction, hi&Bill
would be readily handed over to the
leaders of the House, with whom must
rest hereafter this responsibility, and
who alone had power at this stage of
maturing this measure. He moved
for leave to introduce a Bill (No. 77)
for the better prevention of certain
crimes of violence in certain parts of
Canada, until the end of the next Ses-
sion of Parliament.

Mit. MACKENZ]IE said no one could
help sympathizing with the eloquent
and touching remarks of bis hon.
Iriend when he referred to the duties
of Christian teachers and Christi.-n
professors, and no one could help ad-
mitting the truth of the remarks the
hon. gentleman made respecting the
duties which devolved upon Protes-
tants and Catholies alike when times
of trouble like these seemed to be im-
pending in Montreal. The Government
have looked with extreme anxiety on
the state of matters in that city for
many months past, and he (Mr.
Mackenzie) feared, when un occasion
of public excitemeit arose during last
season, that it would have resulted
even more disastrously than it did.
On that occasion the Governmentwent
as far as it was possible to go under
the existing laws which governed
alike the people and the Government,
by tendering to the Chief Magistrate
of that city the troops which the Do-
minion maintained, and placed them at
his command free of all charge except
that which was unavoidable under the
operation of the law. In other words,
they were sent to the city for the pur-
pose of maintaining order, but the
authorities did not see fit to accept the
proposition. It was now tolerably evi-
dent that a state of feeling-a state of
exasperation-existed on both sides,
the one apparently smarting under a
sense of injury for something that had
passed, the other anticipating soee
kind of injury in the future. And it
was also tolerably clear, from the spirit
that had beeu manifested on both sides,
especially by those who seemed some-
wbat careles of the consequences, that
very great danger existed, that the
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public peace would be broken and
many lives endangered, unless some-
thing was done to prevent it. What
that something should be, he (Mr.
Mackenzie) had been greatly at a loss
to know. It was a question which had
given the Government some anxiety
for some time. It seemed impossible,
under a new enactment, to anticipate
the action of, or act for the local au-
thorities, as the administration of jus.
tice and the enforcement of the laws
respecting personal rights were en-
trusted, and properly entrusted, to the
Local Government of the respective
Provinces. At the same time, there
could not be any doubt as to the wisdom
of the remarks made by his hon.
friend (Mr. Blake) when ho pro-
posed to anticipate those dangers, so
far as it was possible for this
Parliament to anticipate them, and to
make some temporary provision which
would help to meet, if it did not fully
meet, the difficulties which were anti-
cipated. With regard to the measure
which his hon. friend had proposed,
there might be a difference of opinion,
and there would, no doubt, be great
difficulty in executing such a law. It
would require a strong force and a very
large number of individuals, and thon
it would be very imperfectly execut-
ed; because even now it is impossible,
without the active sympathy of the
vast majority of the population, to en-
force the law which is on the Statute-
book with reference to the protection
of life and property where extensive
public works are carried on.

MR. HOLTON: Which sympathy
you have.

MR. MACKENZIE: His hon. friend
from Chateauguay said, "Which sym-
pathy the Government had." No
doubt the Government would have the
active sympathy of the greater portion
of the population who were interested
in preserving property at all events,
as well as coneerning the character of
the city of Montreal or any other
place. But where there were vast mass-
es Of workingmen assembled, who were
not, perhaps, as well- informed as the
other classes of the community,and not
Perhaps so much above the reach ofex-
citement which might be brought on
in a moment by imprudent acts com-

mitted by a few persons, it was not easy
to obtain that sympathy which was
necessary for the observance of the law.
But with or without the sympathy of
that class, whether large or small, it
was evidently the duty of this Parlia-
ment and this Government to go as far
as possible in anticipating such dan-
gers as ho (Mr. Mackenzie) believed
might be fairly anticipated by all from
the incidents which now, he regretted
to say, were of daily occurrence, show-
ing a sprending of lawlessness which
was exceedingly to be regretted, and
which it is exceedingly desirable should
be repressed at the earliest possible
moment and in the best possible man-
ner. He entirely concurred in the ne-
cessity for some measure, and ho saw
no measure botter calculated to secure
the object than that which his hon.
friend had proposed. It would be de-
sirable, if the House looked favourably
upon the proposition which the hon.
member for South Bruce had made,
that it should be considered as speedily
as possible by a Select Special Com-
mittee, composed of those who have
had some experience in goverving the
country and in the execution of its
laws, and that the second reading
should be had at as early a period as
possible, in order that the Bill should
be made as perfect as could be in order
to carry out the intentions of the pro-
moter. To that end the Government
would not only gladly take charge of
the measure which his hon. friend had
prepared, but would in every way fac-
ilitate, as far as it was possible, its
reaching that stage when the Govern-
ment could take charge of it.

Bill read the first time.

Ma. BLAKE moved the second read-
ing of the Bill.

Ma. HOLTON said ho hoped that
this would take place at once. The

position was a very grave one. He
was a citizen of Moatreal himself and
the indications of the last few days
were of the most urgent character as
to the necessity of something being
done to prevent even graver evils than
had yet arisen. He hoped, therefore,
that there would be no objection on a
point of form, for therc could be no
surprise taken. If this Bill went on
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the Order Paper in the ordinary way
for the second reading to-morrow, it
could only be taken up by common
consent on Wednesday next, and,
therefore, he hoped that the House
would consent to the second reading
to-day, with the understanding that it
was to be referred to a Select Commit-
tee composed of members competent
to deal with subjects of this impor-
tance, from both sides of the House.

MR. LANGEVIN said that if the
Bill was to be taken charge of by the
Government it might come up to-mor-
row or on any other day when the
Government brought up its measures.
The reason why he thought that the
Bill should be postponed until to-mor-
row was this: none of the members
for the City of Montreal, to which the
hon. member for South Bruce wished
to apply this law, were here, and be-
sides, the hon. the Minister of Justice
was also absent, and this measure should
certainly not be passed beyond its
first reading in the absence of these
hon. gentlemen. He did not ask for
this delay because be did not desire to
throw any obstacle in the way of the
Bill.

Ma. HOLTON : Of course not. Cà
se comprit.

Ma. LANGEVIN said it was very
well for the hon. gentleman to say
this. The hon. gentleman had always
a certain way to interpret matters, but
if he had the charity which bis hon.
friend the member for South Bruce
had suggested others should have, per-
haps the hon. gentleman would be a lit-
tle more charitable. But bis request was
only reasonable. The Bill could be
deferred until to-morrow. The reasons
which he gave for postponing it were
good, and he had no doubt that the
hon. member for South Bruce would
himself see that there was no reason
why they should not postpone the se-
cond reading until to-morrow, espe-
cially as the Government had taken
charge of it.

ME. BLAKE said that, of course, any
suggestion of this description ended
the question. It was only by unani-
mous consent that the second reading
could now be moved. lHe had only
donc so because lie feit that it would
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be unfair to ask the Government to
take the responsibility, at a moment's
notice, of assuming charge of a Bill
which no member of the Government
had had an opportunity of seeing or of
knowing anything about until he spoke;
otherwise, he would have asked the
Government at once to take charge of
it. Unless a special order was made,
this measure would not go on the Gov
ernment Orders to-morrow. If an ad-
justment could be arrived at, although
it would remain ir his name at this
stage, bis hon. friend (Mr. Mackenzie)
might to-morrow move, at the opening
of the House, to take charge of it, and
place it on the Government Orders,
and then they would reach a satisfac-
tory result. In the meantime, the
printing of the measure might be
expedited.

Ma. MACKENZIE: It will stand for
second reading until to-morrow, and I
will then ask the House to put it on
the Government Orders. It will stand
on the notice paper as a Government
Order.

PRINTING COMMITTEE.

MOTION TO ADOPT REPORTS.

MR. .ROSS (West Middlesex) moved
the adoption of the 6th and 7th reports
of both Houses on the printing of Par-
liament. He said that a considerable
reduction in the number of documents
distributed among members of the
House was provided for. They had,
however, provided for a pretty good
reserve to be kept in the distribution
office, which could be obtined in case
of necessity. The printing expenditure
was growing rapidly; but it was cal-
culated that the changes proposed
would effect a saving of 20 per cent.,
amounting to about $12,000. While
they had reduced the number of docu-
ments distributed auiong members and
sent to the Local Legislatures, they
had made no reduction regarding the
newspapers, which would receive copies
as before. They had also added to the
list all the public libraries known to
the Committee, as well as the libraries
of the Mechanics' Institutes in the
varions cities of the Dominion. ie
trusted that the House would see that
they desired to practice in this respect
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:a reasonable economy, and, at the same
time, not at all impair the benefits
which were supposed to accrue from
the very general and liberal distribu-
lion of public documents.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he objected to
the supply of the Votes and Proceed-
ings being confined to one for each
member, as it was important that they
should have a copy to send to their
constituents. They could not find out
the feelings of their constituents unless
they could send them copies of the
measures which were to be brought
before the House. It was carrying the
thing too far to deprive them of copies
to send to their friends. As regarded
the Journals of the House, they ought
to have their two copies as before.

Mi. YOUNG said he had observed
of late that the printing of the louse
had largely increased. During the
first years of Confederation the cost
was $30,000, or thereabouts, and now.
it was $70,000. H1e thought the re-
duction should be made in not printing
so many useless returns, and not in
the documents whivh were necessary
for the members to form a correct
opinion of what was going on in the
House. They had, at first, five copies
of the Votes and Proceedings, but it
was now proposed to reduce them to
one. le did not consider it a proper
economy either to decrease the number
of departmental reports supplied to
members.

MR. BOWELL asked who should be
the judge as to what constituted use-
less returns.

Ma. YOUNG said the Committee
were, as a whole, the best judges as to
what should be printed, and not the
gentleman who moved for the returns.

MR. APPLEBY said it was false
-economy, and he thought more, in-
stead of less, of the public documents
should be printed.

MR. ROSS (West Middlesex) said
the Committee had exercised the
gretc.st prudence in printing the re-
turne. Last year some 200 returns
had been moved for, and the Commit-
tee had the greatest diffienlty in de-
ciding which documents should be
Printed. If they were to attemDt to
reach their constituents with the de-

partmental reports, four copies would
go a very small distance in meeting
the wants of a constituency. They
must depend as a rule for the circula-
tion of their reports upon the news-
papers, which presented them to the
public. They were now coing the
printing of the Dominion of Canada,
which included seven Provinces, for
one-third of the cost incurred for print-
ing by the Parliament of the old Pro-
vince of Canada.

MR. TUPPER said he agreed that
it was not desirable to practice undue
economy in this relation. He found
an increasing desire all over the
country to obtain copies ofpublic docu-
ments. He proposed that the report
should be referred back to the Com-
mittee with the view of their recon-
sidering it.

MR. MACKENZIE said he thought
it would be scarcely a courteous course,
for he knew the vast amount of labour
which had been given by the Commit-
tee to the report. The printing ex-
penses had gone on increasing, and lie
thouglit the more courteous mothod
would be to allow the report to be
adopted, and the Committec, after what
had been said in the House, might
bring in a supplementary report.

MR. SPEAKER suggested that if
the report were adopted, it would not
be in the power of the House to adopt
a supplementary report, materially
altering the facts of the original
report.

Sin JOHN A. MACDONALD sug-
gested that the amendment should be
withdrawn, and that the Chairman of
the Printing Committe should not
press bis report to-day. It would give
an opportunity, after what had been
said, to amend the report.

Ma. ROSS said the Senate had adop-
ted the report, but ho left the matter
in the hands of the flouse..

MR. MACKENZIE said if the Com-
mittee stood to thoir report, he should
feel bound to support them. The
course, however, suggested by the lon.
member for Kingston seemed to him
advisable, supposing the Committee
were agreeable to it.

.Printing [-MAY 1, 1878.]
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Ma. MITCHELL said he would sup-
port the Committee, especially as their
report was in the direction of econ-
omy.

Mia. DeCOSMOS said ho thought the
Committee were very successful in
carrying economy to meanness. He
considered that the distribution
of public documents was the diffu-
sion of intelligence, and he thought
the louse should put its foot down
on such parsimony.

MR. WALLACE said that, as a
matter of principle, no one man had a
right to get public information at pub-
lic expense which was denied to his
fellow-men. If documents were dis-
tributed to one, they should be dis-
tributed to all throughout the Domin-
ion, which would be an enormous
expense. The Committee had acted
wisely. Many members sent these
documents to their constituenth, not
for the purpose of giving information,
but to let the latter know they were in
existence.

Ma. COOK said le was very anxicus
to get public documents distribut-
ed among his own constitutents, who
were very much interested in them.
le had had those documents printed

at his own expense.
Motion agreed to.

OFFICIAL REPORTING OF THE DEBATES.

MOTION TO ADOPT REPORT.

Mit. ROSS moved the adoption of
the report of the Select Committee on
the official reports of Lhe debates of
this House, which read as follows:-

"'The Committee finding that at this late
period of the Session, diîficulties have pre.
sentedthemselves in maturing any plan forthe
official reporting of the Debates for the next
Session of Parliamênt, respectfully recoin-
mend that His Honour the Speaker be
empowered to make such arrangements
during the recess as wilI ensure the official
notes cf the Debates of next Session, till such
time as the House may take action in the
matter."

The Committee was not prepared
to make any specific recommenda-
tion for the continuance of the
present system. The arrangement
recommended would enable the -next
Parliament to have an official report of

MR. MACKENZIE.

the first weok's debtes, ;and thus pre
vent "y break ia the reporting if the
system were deuired to be ontinued.

Mia. BLAKE said if would be botter
to leave the whole arrangements in
the hands of the next Parliament. In
any case, under this arrangement,
there would be no efficientreport of the
first fortnight's debate.

Ma. TUPPER said the House had
decided, after a great deal of discussion
in various Sessions, that it was desir-
able to have a IKansard. The present
plan provided to have notes taken for
the early period of next Session, until
Parliament could decide whether to
continue the iansard or not. If Par.
liament decided not to continue it, the
expense of taking these notes would be
trifling, and if the Kansard were con-
tinued, it would be an advantage to
have a report of the debates at the
opening of the Session, and not allow
any break in the report. It was very
desirable the Hansard shotid be kept
up.

MR. BUNSTER said the only safe-
guard the people had for accurate
information was the Hansard, and lie
would regret very much to see it done.
away with. The only thing to be
regretted was that it was not brought
out earlier, but that was not the fault
of the reporters. He had made a
speech on the floor of this House,
and the 'very same evening had
received it from them ; but
it was a month before ho received it in
print. The Printing Committee, there-
fore, should see that the printing was
done more expeditiously.

MR. MAcDONNELL said ho did not
look on the «fansard as an authentie
record. He believed it was a useless
expenditure and ought to be abolished.

M& DYMOND uaid ie had never
been favourable to the publication of
the Hansard in the form adopted by
the House, although ho had always
regarded it as expedient that there
should be an authoritative report of the
proceedings of Parliament. The pres-
ent plan had practically broken down,.
and the House had derived littie or no
advantage from an attempt at a daily
issue. The Committee had chosen not
to take any steps to pledge the next
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Parliament to the publication of the
ffan&ard, but desired that the Speaker
be empowered to engage reporters to
take notes pending the decision of the
Ilouse.

MR. HOLTON thonght there conld
be no donbt that the House was tired
of the ifansard. Two years ago ho
had taken the responsibility of stop-
ping the Hansard, and he felt persuad-
ed at the time the mjority of the
Ilouse was in sympathy with him, and
he was sure that at this moment a vast
majority of members were opposed to
the Hansard. The work had been
badly done, in primis, and the syetem
had led to the prolongation of debates,
and the making of long speeches by
members who had nothing to say, to
an extent that was utterly wearisome
to members who only addressed the
House when they had something
serious to say; and therefore ho
thought it was inexpedient to adopt
the report. Though not inclined to
press the point of order, ho thought it
was very undesirable that this report
should be adopted.

MR. MACKENZIE said there was a
difference of opinion in the House as
to this report. If it could be got in
something of the style of the English
reports it would be desirable;
but these reports were not pre-
pared in that style. An attempt,
in fact, at an almost verbatim report
was made occasionally; but at the
same time when these reports were
condensed, they were sometimes so
very inaccurate, whatever the reason
for it might be, as to make them prae-
tically valueless as accurate staemenits
of what the members said. He him-
self was, as a general rule, in favour of
an official report; but the reports were
fnot of the kind which made the con-
tinuation of the present system desira-
ble. He did not know whether ho
had reason to complain personally of
these reports, as ho had not time to
read them; but complainte coming
from other members were very general,and the bon. member for Chateauguay
had given other roasons why the report
should not be adopted. He Mr. (Mac-
kenzie) did not feel called upon, as a
miember of the Government, to take
any particular line o? conduct with

regard to these reports that other
members of this House might think it
necessary to follow; but if there should
be a vote against the continuation of
the iansard, with hie present opinions,
ho should be obliged to support that
view of the case.

MR. MITCHELL said ho was
strongly in faviour of the Bansard,
which was a necessity to keep an ac-
curate record of the views expressed
by hon. members. His experience of
the party prose was that it only gave
a full report of the utterances of
hon. gentlemen in sympathy with its
side of politics, and even this was not
as accurate and as correct as was
desirable. He believed that Hansart
was the only just and, fair representa-
tion of the utterances of hon. members
that was published. The hon. the
First Minister said that it was not ac-
curate; but thon the hon. gentleman
added that ho never rend it, and how
ho could form a very accurate opinion
in this respect, when ho admitted that
ho never read it, was beyond hie (Mr.
Mitchell's) ken. He had, occasionally,
looked over Bansard, and ho found
that the utterances of hon. gentlemen
were wonderfully well given. The
reporters had an immense deal of
labour to perform, especially when
hon. gentlemen opposite forced them
to sit until 3 or 4 o'clock in the morn-
ing, and sometimes all the next day.
They had tried it the first Session or
two after Confederation, and then done
without it; and the conclusion ho had
arrived at was that, whatever the de-
fects of Rnsard were, it had boen of
real benefit, as a work of reference, to
hon. members on both sides of the
House, and would be to those who
came after them. He would, there-
fore, vote to sustain the arnsard.

Si1 JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the proposition of the Committee was
so reasonable, as provision was simply
made for note-taking until it was de-
cided by the next Parliament whether
flansard would be continued or not,
that ho was surprised that any hon.
member, whatever his ideas might bo
as to the usefulness of the ffansard,
should object to it, and favour a course
by which the next Parliament would
be prevented from doing as it pleased.
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The debate on the Address was gener-
ally important, and this was always
the case at the beginning of a new
Parliament, and it was desirable that
an authentic record of it should be
kcpt. Ie thought it was but right
that this should be done, and the ex-
pense would be so small that no objec-
tion should be made to it. The action
of hon. gentlemen opposite against
ffansard was a great compliment from
the majority to the minority. The
majority was afraid of the effect of the
Bansard, and they tried to stifle pub-
lic opinion in this way and to deprive
the public of the means of reading, in
authentic form, what was stated on
both sides of the House, in the argu-
ments used in Parliament. This was
a great compliment to the Opposition.

Ma. HOLTON: Accept the compli-
ment, and give us the benefit.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Of
silence.

MR. IOLTON: Not of silence, but
of reasonable discussion.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD
said it would not do for the ma-
jority of the House to be known
as the Know-Nothing party in trying
to stifle the Jiansard. He did not
think that they ought to be called the
Lack Learning Parlianent, a name
that was given in England very many
,centuries ago ; and the majority would
be earning this name if they tried to
put down the Bansard, or some authen-
tic record, or what ought to bo authen-
tic at all events of what was stated in
the House. It was quite true what his
hon. friend from Northumberland
stated ; they could never get a true re-
port or anything like an approximate
to a true report of what happened in
Parliament unless they had an official
report of this kind. He supposed that
the newspapers were anxious to ho as
fair as possible, and superior to every
implication as to distortingwhat a mem-
ber said in the louse. But they would
give prominence and length and longi-
tude and latitude to members of their
side of politics, and a considerable prin-
ciple of condensation, and great
hydraulic pressure would be exercised
with regard to the speeches made by
hon. gentlemen on the other side ; and

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

this involved the necessity, if any
member desired to know both sides, of
subscribing for the leading journais on
both sides; and he was quite sure that
the hon. member for Chateauguay did
not want to pollute his study or his
library with such obnoxious literature
as was to be found in such abominable
principles as were inculcated in Con-
servative papers. And the hon. gentle-
man would now have to do it.

Mia. HOLTON: He does it all the
time.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD : That
accounts for the lack of principle which
the hon. gentleman had exhibited this
Session. The hon. gentleman had been
insensibly corrupted by reading this
obnoxious literature. He thought
that it -was noither fair nor just to the
new Parliament to deprive it of the
opportunity of having, if it desired to
pursue this course, a complete Ban-
sardnext Sussion. If the Jansard was
not established for three weeks after
the Session opened, the notes taken
could be written up at leisure, while
henceforward, the issue could be made
daily.

MR. MAcDONNELL said that the
ffansard was not generally circulated;
as a record for the benefit of the coun-
try it was entirely useless. The
country had been informed of the pro-
coedings entirely through the Gallery.

SmR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
ho thought that every member had
received frequent letters zsking for
copies of Hasard. It was true that
every man could not get a copy, but
every public library had them, as well
as all members of Parliament, and con-
tinual reference was made to them.

MR. DECOSMOS said he believed
that the attempt which was made to
suppress Bansard was a mistake; with-
out Hansard they would have no relia-
ble organ to communicate the utter-
ances of hon. gentlemen to the Upper
House and the people of the country.
Tho cost was a mere nothing in cor-
parison with the advantage gained by
the country in having a full, fair and
complote report of what hon. gentle-
men said on -public questions. Ie
further believed that the attempt to
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suppress Hansard was made in the in-
terests of the great newspapers. It
was in the interests of certain news-

papers to mislead the people of this
country, no matter what polities these
journals represented.

Ma. MACKENZIE: You have the
Colonist.

Ma. DECOSMOS said that the h9n.
gentleman referred to the Colonist; but
he could congratulate the hon. gentle-
man on having secured as bis organ,
the biggest liar, he believed, in British
Columbia. The Standard might some-
times tell lies; but it did generally speak
the truth. The hon. member f or South
Bruce had made an eloquent speech a
short time previous, and desired to
prevent people using firearms and side
arms and tooth-picks, and all that sort
of thing; and lie would suggest to the
hon. gentleman that ho should include
in the Bill the carrying of any such
incendiary thing, published in the
Dominion, as Rlansard, which would
carry utteranees broad cast over the
country to the injury possibly of the
hon. gentlemaD'a party, or the gentle-
men of the Opposition. lie held in his
Land a copy of the Congressional Globe,
which was published every morning in
the city of Washington. Ie was as-
sured by the reporters that the delay
which had occurred in the publication
of ilansard was not their fault, but the
fault of the printers, who did not em-
ploy men at night, as was done in
morning newspaper officers. Ie was
assured further by Messrs. McLean and
Rogers, that the cost of Hansard, if it
was produced daily, would not be in-
creased at al]. He considered the
suppression of RHansard a retrograde
step on, the part of the House.

Ma. SPEAKER said that an entirely
new question arose regarding the point
of order. This matter was of very
considerable interest, as it would form
a precedent. The hon. member for
Chateauguay took an objection, whieh
would be quite sound in the English
Parliament. The old custom of intro-
ducing Bills for the expenditure of
money, which was to be borne out of
the appropriations that were thereafter
Inade by Parliament on resolutions
and addresses, was found to be so objec-
tionable that in 186 J a standing order

of the House was passed in England
changing the practice. But our Con-
stitutional Act superseded the standing
orders of the English House of Com-
mons with reference to matters of this
kind, and thus stated in the 54th Sec-
tion: " The House shall not adopt or
pass any vote, resolution, address or
Bill for the appropriation of any part
of the public revenue, or of any tax or
impost, to any purpose that bas not
been first recommended by a message
of the Governor-General in the Session
in which such vote, resolution, address
or Bill is proposed." The question was
whetber under a general appropriation
recommended by the Governor-Gen-
eral, even though it had not yet
reached the stage where that appro-
priation had received bis assent, it was
not open to anybody to propose, as in
this case, the expenditure of a portion
of the money for a small portion of the
work for which it was dosigned. He
did not think that the report, which
the House was now asked to adopt,
should appear on the journals in its
present shape. le had no doubt that
it was the intention of the House that
they should adhere strictly to the
Statute, and that the money should
only be expended for the appropriation
after it reached the final stage and be-
came law. ie believed that this was
an entirely new question ; but he was
of opinion that if the report appeared
on the journals it should go on in such
a shape as to leave no doubt as to ihe
regularity of the proceedings. The
House was quite aware that there was
provision already made for reporting
the debates for the coming year in the
Estimates,which bad been duly brought
down by Message from His Excellency.
The Committee of Supply bad already
voted the provision, but the House had
yet to concur in it. It would undoubt-
edly be advisable to have the report so
amended that it would appear that any
expense to be incurred under its re-
commendation would only be paid when
the appropriation in question had been
duly sanetioned by Parliament.

MR. HOLTON said the question of
the regularity of the appropriation
need not be discussed. They could
make no appropriation whieh was not
recommended by the Crown.
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Question put, and motion negatired
on the following division:

Messieurs.

Appleby, Macdonald (Kingston),
Bechard, McDonald (Cape
Bowell, Breton),
Brooks, McDougall (Three
Bunster, Rivers),
Cameron, McCallum,
Campbell, McCartby,
Charlton, Mc[nnes,
P-olby, McQuade,
Cook, Mitchell,
Costigan, Orton,
DeCosmos, Paterson,
Dewdney, Perry,
Dugas, Platt,
Dymond, Plumb,
Farrow, Robinson,
Fleming, Rochester,
Flesher, Rosa (Middlesex),
Galbraith Ryan,
Gibbs (South Ontario),Sinclair,
Gillmor, Thompson (Cariboo),
Haddow, Tupper,
Jones, (Halifax), Wallace (South Nor-
Jones (South Leeds), folk),
Kirkpatrick, White (East Hastin gs),
Langevin, White (North Renfrew)
Little, Young.-51.

Messieurs

Bain,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blackburn,
Blain,
Blake,
Borden,
Borron,
Bourassa,
Bowman,
Brouse,
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee (Sunbury),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casgrain,
Cheval,
Church,
Coffin,
Coupal,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Flynn,
Gibson,
Gillies,
Greenway,
Guthrie,
Hagar,
Hall,
Higinbotham,
Hölton,

Mt. HOLTON.

Horton,
Huntington,
Irving,
Kerr,
Killam,
Langlois,
Laurier,
MacDonnell (Inverness)
McDougall (South

Ren frew),
MacKay (Cape Breton)
Mackenzie,
McCraney,
Mc Gregor,
McNab,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Monteith,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Ray,
Rose (Durham),
Ross (Prince Edward)
Rymal,
Scriver,
Shibley,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider,
Taschereau,
Thompson (Haldimand)
Trow,
Wallace, (Albert),
Wood.-69.

MAP OF THE ROUTE OP THE PACIFIC
RAIL WAY.

"ABUm.

Ma. DECOSMOS said he wished to
call the attention of the hon. the First
Minister to the fact that a map had
been prepared showing the route of
the Pacide Railway, and, although the
last report had been sent to the louse
and in possession of the members, this
map had not been produced. The
map, he believed, contained an idea as
to the route where cereals could be
grown, and where they could not; and
he thonght it important, in order to
arrive at an accurate conclusion, and
to state intelligently the route of the
railway, that this map should be con-
municated to the House as soon as
possible.

MR. MACKENZIE said there was a
map in preparation, with a view to
arrive at as accurate information as
possible of the nature of the soil on the
ioute to be traversed by the railway
from Lake Winnipeg westward. This
map had been submitted to the chief
engineer, who did not consider it cor-
rect, and, therefore, it would not be
submitted to the louse until correct.
The map of last year gave substantially
all the routes proposed. It depended
altogether on the engineering features
of the country whore the road would
be located. The hon. gentleman would
find, from Mr. Fleming's report, that
the decision was practically between
two routes, Bute Inlet and Burrard
Inlet routes.

Mit. TUPPER said he would draw
the attention of the Minister of Public
Works to a statement contained in the
report of the acting engineer, the gen-
tleman who had charge of the smrvice
last year. This matter was one of
vital importance, yet the map to which
he had referred, as containing the in-
formation necessary to an accurate
reading of the report of the acting
engineer, had not been furnished.
On page 25 of the report it was
stated:

" By referring to the map and Admiralty
chart accompanying this report, it will be
seen that near Lake Gumas the 1ine to Por
Moody takes a bend north-westwards, car-
rying the line further away from the passag-'
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to the octal 'by the Strait of -,& Juan de
Fuca, while the lie to Holmes harbour
leads direetly to it. There eau be no doubt
whatever that, if the livecomes down by the
Fraser Valley Route, this must be inevitably
the ocean terininuns. It is imposible to
lorce comnierce out of its natural channel
tor any lengtlh of time ; it will find the mot
convenient route despite national bound.
ýaries."

le trusted there was no necessity far
suppressing the mal), without which
the report, to a considerable extent,
was unintelligible.

1a. MACKENZIE said the hon.
entleman had no right to say the

Government were suppressing any-
thing. Everything had been brought
down which the Chief Engineer had
embodied in his report. If the Chief
Engineer had said the map was inac-
curate, it was not to be depended on as
any authority whatever. As to Holmes'
harbour, that was a place in the United
states. He did not think any map of
the place had been struck off which
could be brought down.

AlR. DECOSMOS said it would be a
very great mistake if these maps were
not brought down. He had received a
ietter from Washington, from a gentle-
man connected with the Northern
Pacifie Railway. They 'proposed to
build, within the next six months, on
the Pacifie coast, 100 miles of railway,
and a Bill hau been passed the other
day by the Sonate of the United States
in which they proposed to run this line
north of Tacoma, which would reach
the point referred to as Holmes' Har-
bour. Our line of railway would be
tapped by this sixty miles line, and the
enief city of Canada would be made a
United States town.

TENDERS FOR THE COMPLETION OF
THE PEMBINA BRANCH.

QUESTION.

MR. RYAN enquired, Whether any
tender for the ironing and completion
of the Pembina branch had been ac-
epted; and if not, why not ?

MR. MACKENZIE said tenders had
not been accepted because the Govera-
ment was not in a position to say the
road would be built. Until they ascer-
tained whether they could have com-
mallication south of Pembina, they

did not propose to build it. Until the
Government had authority from Par-
liament to enter into a lease, they could
not do so.

COLCHESTER (N.S.) MAIL SERVICE.
MOTION FOR CORRUSPONDENCE.

MR. TUPPER moved for copies ot'
all correspondence, reports and memo-
rials in reference to increased mail
accommodation from Brookfield to
Upper Stewiacke, in the county of
Colchester.

Motion agreed to.

Ma. TUPPER moved for copies of
all correspondence, 'reports and memo-
rials in reference to the change of mail
route between Great Village and Five
Islands, viá Portapique Mountain, in
the county of Çolchester.

Motion agreed to.

TOLLS ON THE UPPER OTTAWA.

MOTION FOR ORDERS IN COUNCIL.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew)
moved for copies of all Orders in
Council fixing the rate of tolls to be
collected by the Upper Ottawa Im-
provement Company on saw logs and
timber passing through their works.
He said an unjust discrimination was
made between tolls levied on
saw logs and those on timber.
Timber Cwas charged twelve times
as much as saw logs. The
Minister of Public Works would
bear him out in stating that ou the
Governmont works the charge for
timber was in no case higher than
three times the amount for saw logs.
He desired to know whether the Gov-
ernment had consented to such a
tariff.

MR. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said he approved of the motion of the
hon. member. The company was in
hands of persons more largely inter-
ested in saw logs than on square tim-
ber. Square timber should not be
charged over three times the amount
charged on saw logs. He thought that
the prices ought to be based on the
cubie contents, whether the timberwas
square or round. The present system
was unjust.

Motion agreed to.
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REMOVAL OF COUNTY JUDGE AND
STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATE.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

MR. BUNSTER moved for a copy
of any petition or petitions toHis Ex-
cellency, or any member of his Gov-
ernment, praying for the removal of
Mr. W. R. Spaulding, Stipendiary Ma-
gistrate at Nanaimo and Comox, and
for such correspondence as may have
taken place with reference thereto,
either between His Excellency's G-ov-
ernment and the Government ofBritish
Columbia, or with any other person or
authority. He said that he had a
rather delicate duty to perform, but it
was one which he felt was incumbent
on him in the discharge of his duty to
his constituents. Mr. Spaulding, the
gentleman referred to in the Address
was now advanced in years, and owing
to the fact of his being a non profes-
sional man and totally unacquainted
with law, besides being exceedingly
ignorant with regard to his general
duties and the requirements of his po-
sition, general discontent existed in
the District over his continuance in
office. He was sorry the hon. the Min-
ister of Justice was not in his place
during the discussion of this matter, as
Mr. Spaulding being under his super-
vision, the people would look to the
Minister of Justice to have the wrong
and injury they were suffering under
remedied. He hoped, however, that in
the absence of the hon. Minister, that
the head of the Government would see
that his complaint and the complaint
of his constituents was not left un-
heeded. During last season, this ma-
gistrate, who was appointed by the
late lamented bir Jas. Douglas, when
this gentleman did not have better ma-
terial to choose from, and, perhaps,
this officer was foreed on him through
letters received from Downing Street,
had sent incorrect communications
to the Government of British Co-
lumbia. As there was no telegra h
between Victoria and Nanaimo, t
Government was unable to verify the
statement, and one of the men-of-war
was ordered to proceed to Nanaimo, for
which step there was no occasion in
the world. Mr. Spaulding reported
that the miners had struck, but this
was not the case. They had only com-

MR. MCDOUGALL.

plained of injustice done then with
regard to the weight of eoai theywere taking out at the time; and this
was proved. Mr. Spaulding com-
mitted four of them for trial, but they
were afterwards acquitted by a jury of
their countrymen, before a legal gen-
tleman who did understand law. For
the information of the Government, he
would read an Address of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, as follows:

"PETITION OF MINERS.

" WELLINGToN, March Ist, 1876.
"This Petition to His Excellency the

Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Brit-
ish Columbia, hum bly showeth:-

"st. That your petitioners are a coi-
munity of miners residing at Wellington,
near Nanaino. That they view witih deep
regret the fact that certain interested parties
have made false representations with respect
to the behaviour ot the miners in that com-
munity now out on strike:

" 2nd. That your petitioners have gone out
on strike, as the only means in their power,
for the redress of certain deep and urgent
wrongs affecting their liberties as men, and
their means of obtaining support for them-
selves, their wives, and faiilies as miners:

" 3rd. That your petitioners aver that they
deeply feel the disgrace put upon them, as
law-abiding citizens, by the sending of an
armed force into their midst:

" 4th. That we assert and substantiate by
our names that no breach of the peace has
been attempted. That we have no intention
of making any such breach:

" 5th. And that we are ready to turn out to
a man for the maintenance of peace and for
the preservation of life and property.

"6th. That your petitioners humbly pray
that a Commission be appointed of' good
men and true, who are not mnterested in the
coal mining business personally, for the
purpose ofenquiring into the charges brougit
against the owners by the miners, and if
those charges are found to be correct that
the said charges may be redressed, and the
order and well-being of the community
restored.

"In witness to the before-mentioned
statement we have hereunto subscribed our
names.

" And your petitioners will ever pray, etc.

"(Signed),

" JOSEPH DORE,
" W. O. BAKER,
ci THomis GOLDSWORTHr,
" JOsEPH HARDY,
"H ENRY BIGGS,
" And 101 others."

This officer despatched a body of
armed militiamen to the district of
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Nanaimo, in the Spring of 1877. Three
companies of the militia were sent
there; but the miners lad made no
resistance whatever to the Sheriff,
with one exception; and this miner,
he believed, was convicted, and sen-
tenced to four months imprisonment
without hard labour; but on the case
being properly represented to the
Government at Ottawa, the Minister
of Justice released him after he had
been for a month or so in prison. The
reason why this miner had resisted the
Sheriff was, because the Sheriff wanted
to clear the bouse, in which the man
had a sick child. The wife resisted,
and appealed to the Sheriff, but the
owner of the mine insisted that this
man should be driven off the ground.
There was not a more peaceable
or a better citizen in the Domin-
ion than this very man, and hon.
gentlemen could readily understand
that when a man had a child ill of
diptheria, and when such removal
would bave probably caused the loss
of the child's life, that such action
should be protested against. This was
the only case of resistance, and even
it was not one of resistance, this man
merely did not comply with the
Sheriff's wish to have him removed.
He would assure the House that Mr.
Spaulding was not fit to occupy the
position he held; otherwise he would
not have brought on this trouble.
The report of this local " Dogberry"
Vas as follows:-

"ST1PENDIARY MAGISTRATE'S OFFICE,
Nanaimo, 25th February, 1877.

"Si,-I have the honour herewith to
transmit, for your information, a communi-
cation received by me on this date, from
Mesmrs. Dunsmuir, Diggle & Company.

" It appears to me that the miners hitherto
employed at the Wellington Colliery are de-
termined to proceed to extremities, and have
already committed such acts of violence as
will necessitate the employment of an armed
force to reduce then to order and compel
them to respect the law.

"I would therefore suggest that one of Her
Majesty's ships should be dispatched as early
as possible to thie station, for the purpose of
overawing the miners, and, if need be, enforc-
ing obedience to authority.

" This letter will be conveyed to Victoria
,7 Lieutenant Diggle, R.N., who will afford

our Excellency any additional information
that May be required.

"1 have, etc.,
(Signed)

"WARNER R. SPALDING.
County Court Judge and S.M.

[ENcLosrE.]

"essrs. Dunsmuir, Diggle & Co. Io Mr.
Spalding.

"Sunday, 25th February, 1877
" Sia,-On account of a etrike of our

miners at Wellington for an advarice per ton,
which we refused to grant, we discharged
them, and procured thirty-three men from
San Francisco. These men agreed to work,
and it was intended that they should have
commenced to-morrow morning; but to-day
the miners formerly employed caine down in
a body to Departure Bay, where we had
provid~ed accommodation for the new bands,
and, by threats and violence, compelled them
to leave and come to Nanaimo; we, there.
fore, beg that vou, as Magistrate, will grant
protection to those men wlom we have em-
ployed and who are willing to work if pro-
tected.

"We have, etc.,
(Signed)

"DUNsMUIR, DIGGLE & Co."

A greater fabrication or misstatement
of fact was never made by any person
occupying an official position than to
say that these men intended to resort
to violence; and the best proof of this
was that they were tried before twelve
jurymen of Victoria who knew nothing
about the case, and nothing was proved
against them. They were honourably
discharged, and the Judge on the
Bench was compelled to say that they
were discharged without a stain on
their character, Hogan excepted, who
had had the sick ebild in his louse.
This was the sort of style of this magis-
trate, who wanted to overawe and
override everybody in a brutal, tyran-
nical way. He said this without fear
of contradiction; and he would much
rather have him (Mr. Spaulding) here
to hear him say so than otherwise.
Mr. Spaulding, as ho had stated before,
was an ignorant man, and did not un-
derstand the administration of justice,
or the wants of the miners, or how to
discharge the varions duties connected
with his office. Hence the petition for
which be moved was presented with a
view to securing bis removal ; ho
hoped that this would be done, and
that the Government would appoint to
the office a professional man, who
understood law, and who had some
respect for humanity and justice.
He would now read from the report of
the Grand Jury which acquitted these
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men, and which certainly ought to be
proof, sufficiently subs»tantiated, that
this man (Spaulding) was now totally
incompetent, though he rnight have
suited Nanaimo 20 years ago, when few
people lived there. This was the
report of the owner of the mine:-

"WELLINGTON COLLIERY,

"l 16th January, 1878.
"DEAR SIR,-In anPwer to your letter by

last mail, relative to two ruiners being burned
with gas in the Wellington Mine, I knew
nothing of it until I saw the report in the
Pres, but was aware that the mine was not
working, nor had been working for over a
week previous to the insertion in the Press of
the item.

"Yours, etc.,
(Signed) "R. DUNSMULIR."

The presentment of the Grand Jury
was as follows:-

'SIa MATTHEw BAILLIE BEGBIE, K.C.B.,
" Chief Justice of British Columbia.

"I have the honour to present to your
Lordship, on behalt of the Grand Jury, that
they, in common with the people of Nan-
aimo, regretfully feel that a serious stigma
has been cast upon this district by the fact
that a military force has been called in to
assist the civil authorities in the execution
of their duty, in the case of the ejection of
certain persons at Wellington; but we beg
reepectfully to remonstrate, that in our hun-
ble opinion, had the civil officer, viz., the
Sheriff, attemipted to execute his duty with
judgment on his first visit,that no opposition
would have been offered to the officers of the
law.

"That, no act of violence having been
committed, and the law having beeii exceed-
ed but in the retained occupation of the tene-
nients, the stigma cast upon this connunity
by the calling in of the military, was caused
only by the incapacity of the Sheriff in the
execution of hie duty, and that misrepresent-
ations must have been made to have induced
the Government to proceed to such extreme
measures.

"I have, etc.,
(Signed) "JAs. BaowN,

"Foreman of Grand Jury.

"Nanaimo, B C., May 9th, 1877."

That was the great trouble, and if
Spaulding had been a prcper officer,
there would have been no occasion for
it whatever. The men did not want
to leave; but those persons felt like
driving these miners out of the country,
but the people did not feel that it was

MR. BUNsTER.

desirable to drive British smbjects awayfrorm the country, as it cost a consider-
able sum to .get them there. Thee
men were making from $3 to 84 a dsy,
and they would have made more if
they had received their dues from their
employers. There wasonlyone of the
employers that he would accuse of re-
sorting to any such thing, and this
man faiily admitted it, and compro-
mised with one miner; and owing to
the fact that this was proven in
court, the men were discharged.
Re wished to get some promise from
the Government that they would send
out there some legal gentleman who
could properly fill the psition. le
be.ieved that as this was an Imperial
appointment, Mr. Spaulding would be
entitled to a pension similar to that
granted to several other officials when
British Columbia entered the Domin.
ion. Through the toolish acts of this
officer, the miners had almost been
made guilty of riotous conduct, and it
behoved the Government to take this
matter into consideration. A popu.a-
tion of something like 2,500 active
miners lived in this place ; and as they
paid a considerable sum into the pub-
lie Treasury in one way or another, it
was the duty of the Government to
consider their grievances. He did not
think that any respectable member of
the'Bar would accept the position at
the present salary; but some gentle-
men who wished to emigrate to
British Columbia, might accept it in
order to go ont to that Province. In
connection with this subject, he would
read from a letter which was not
marked private:-

27th February, 1878.
"How about the petition agairst Spauld-

ing; all hands are watching you; I heard a
iellow say the other day that you were
throwing cold water upon it: that Spaulding
had won you over. I told him it was a d-d
lie; that you did not forward the petiton,
and had they have wished to do anything,
their proper course would be through yon.
Hogan swears no other man but you had
anything to do or say in the matter, and
that it was forwarded through you, and they
are aIl on the lookouit to see what course you
take. Hogan says you have kept out ot his
road for the last twice you were at NanamO.
Now, Spaulding has not a friend in the coun-
try-go for him.

" Faithfully yours, E."
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Ie had been asking for this

petition ever siÉce ho has been hee.
This petition Was signed by seomethinig
like 500 residonts8 of Nanaimo and
Gonox. He would alse read what the
Standard said in this regard :-

COUNTY COUET JUDGE SPAULDING.

"The Dominion Government ouglit to be
infornied of this gentleman's neglect of his
duties. He often remains away a fortnight
at a time at Comox, fishing and shooting ;
and last Friday, we are informed, he left for
another week's excursion ; this time on a
political mission to the same place in behalf
ofthe Elliott Government in connection with
ilie Deep Bay affair. The people of Nanaimo
should send a strong remonstrance to the
Dominion Minister of Justice, pointing out
the injury to the district caused by neglect
of bis judicial duties by the County Court
Judge.

He might say that ever since ho had
had the honour of holding a seat in
this Parliament, strong complaints had
been made against Mr. Spaulding, but
he had abstained from calling atten-
tion to them until now; forbearance
had ceased to be a virtue, and it would
be criminal on his part to remain
longer silent. Mr. Spaulding had had
a man-of-war sent up to Nanaimo to
overawe the miners, who were as good,
true, loyal and peaceable as any of
Her Majesty's subjects; and men who
would fight as quickly for their
country as any in the Dominion; and
if he was not mistaken, a little
quicker. They were entitled to con-
sideration and justice. They were
bailed out, and this fact alone was
1sufficient proof as to their respecta-
bility. These mon were badly used;
and they paid the owner of the mines
$3 a month for cabins, for which some
of the hon. members would be sorry to
give three cents. The proprietor
wanted to use brute force to drive the
men away, and import others in thoir
places, because, as all kne w, wages
had fallen on the Pacifie coast. The
conduct of Spauiding was simply
unbearable ; and therefore, although

ulUch against his will, ho felt it to he
his bounden dnty to draw the
attention of the Government to
the maatter, and to see whether
they would send a botter man even
fromI Canada to take the ofending
Official's place. This was a matter of
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justice, as well as a question of great
importance, as sometimes froia 9 to 10
shipe Iyiig at this place, sad this-fact
required ,the constant attendanoe of
the magistrate, and of a min who
could deoide between right and wrong.
A man of ability and determination
was needed for this position, and this
gentleman knew nothing about hie
duties, inasmuch as he was an old
soldier who was pitch-forked into the
office on arriving in British Colum-
bia.

MR. DEWDNEY said that he had
known M1r. Spaulding for the last 18
years, and ho had performed his duties
as a magistrate, he (Mr. Dewdney)
believed,to the satisfaction of everyone
ho was brought in contact with. This
officer had not only served the country
as a magistrale for 18 years, but also
in another position before he came to
the Province. He was not very well
acquainted with the details of the
matter brought before the flouse, but
he knew that this was a very serious
riot, and that determined action had to
be taken. The miners held possession
of a certain property belonging to the
proprietor of a coal mine, and it was
with great difficulty that eventually
they were arrested. le was quite
sure that, in this relation, Mr. Spauld-
ing had acted in the interests of the
country, of the coal owners, and of the
Dominion.

It being Six o'clock, the Speakcr
left the Chair.

After Recess.

Order for resuming the considera-
tion of the proposed motion of Mr.
McCarthy, that an Order of The louse
do issue to the proper officer, for -the
Return of the original papers made
and signed by the Deputy Ileads of the
different Public Departments purport-
ing to be made in obedience to the
Order of this House of the fifth day of
March, 1877, as follows :-" The names
of persons appointed to office between
the 1st of January and the 7th of No-
vember, 1873, the names of the offici-
als whose salaries wore increased dur-
ing the same period; the names of

Stipendiary Mýagistrate. 23=
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those so appointed whose appointments
were cancelled subsequent to the 7th
of November. A statement shewing
whether the positions which were filled
up by those whose appointments were
cancelled have remained unfilled or have
been since filled up-and if so when
and by whom-and whether the sal-
aries of those officials which were in-
creased during the period named have
been since reduced or increased, and
shewing the reduction or increase in
each office respectively," read.

MR. McCARTIHY saidhe had moved
for the Order of the House referred to
in the motion now under consideration,
in order to test the accuracy, which he
doubted, of a statement made by the
First Minister during the election con-
test in South Ontario in 1876. That
statement was in substance that a
number of officials had been appoint-
ed to office between the lst January
and the 7th of November, 1873, and
that a larger number of officials had
their salaries increased; and the
allegation was made that these ap-
pointments had very largely increased
the burdens upon the people. There
was no doubt at all that a large num ber
of appointments were made, and it was
equally' clear that a large number of
the salaries were increased during that
period ; and if that statement had
been made without the desire of in-
sinuating that they were improperly
made under circumstances which did
not authorize them, there would have
been no complaint as to the statement
of the First Minister. But the infer-
ence which was intended to be drawn
was that these officers had been im-
properly created; that the salaries had
been improperly increased, and that
the new Government bad cancelled
several of the appointments. He
had desired to find out if that
were so, because if it were, it was the
duty of the new Government to cancel
the offices improperly created, and to
reduce the salaries . improperly in-
creased. On consulting the Public
Accounts they all became aware that
instead of there being a decrease under
the management of the present Ad-
ministration there had been a very
large increase. He was, therefore,
at2unded at reading the statement

MR. DEwDNEiT.

brought down, which was calculated to
convey an opposite conclusion. lie
had made this motion for the purpose
of bringing to the notice of the House
what he considered to be a conternpt
of the House, and a very gross impro-
priety in an answer to an Order of the
House. On a close examination of the
returns, signed by the Deputy Heads
of the different Departments, he found
a very material departure from the,
Order of the House. Instead of bring-
ing down a return as the Order re-
quired, showing whether an increase
had been made in the salaries of these
officials or of the House, who had suc-
cecded the gentleman who occupied
the position on the 7th November,
1873, the Order had been made to ap-
ply only to those who were appointed
to office, and whose salaries had been
increased prior to that date. The Gov-
ernment having takon credit for those
who had been superannuated, had re-
signed, or had died between November
1873 and 1877, it would appear, at the
first blush, that a very large saving
had been affected by the present Ad-
ministration. Articles published in
the Globe Newspaper, in September
1877, showed the view which was
taken of the return, namely: that it
proved there had been a saving of
$200,000 by the present Government.
But that return was not an honest re-
turn; it was calculated to deceive, and
did deceive the country, and he
thought it could have been designed
for no other object. Credit was taken
in all the Departments the death
or resignation of officials appointed at
that time. and the subsequent appoint-
ments and increases did not appear at
all. If the return had been a fair and
a proper one, it would have shown
an increase in . the Governor-
Generals office of $400; in the Privy
Council office of $950; in the office of
Secretary of State, $2,840; in the office
of the Minister of Public Works,
$8,737.60; in the office of the Minister
of Justice, $4,520; in the Departmfent
of the Interior, $2,500, and a decrease
by cancellation of only 3300; i th,
Department of the Militia, an increase
of $4,050, and a decrease of $2,700 ; .in
the Department of Inland evonue, an
increa e of $11.000, and a decrease of
$5,965; in the Department of Finance,
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an increase of $9,120, and a decreaseof
$3,500; in the office of the Receiver-
General, an increase of $900, and a
decrease of $500; in the Department
of Agriculture, an increase of $2,450 ;
in the Departmentof Marine and Fish-
eries, an increase of $10,660, and a de-
crease of $6,500; in the Post Office
Department,an increase of $46,800, and
a decrease of $6,500. Those who were
getting salaries on the 7th of Novem-
ber, 1878, amounting to $1,256,000,
were now-that is the same individu-
ais or those who represented them--
receiving $160,090 more than they were
at that time. That was what the re-
turn ought to have shown, and no
more. This return, however, had been
made in such a way as to mislead the
louse and the country. He under-

stood that a breach or contempt of an
order of this House was punishable.
He had found a case in May similar to
this one in -which the flouse of Lords
had reprimanded a person for having
made a return to an Order of the House
which was calculated to mislead the
House. He could not understand that
all the Deputy Hleads could have been
intentionally guilty of this impropriety.
Was this done by the Secretary of'State,
or by the Deputy Head? Ie supposed
they must take it for granted that
the deputy heads of these twelve or
thirteen departments could not by
common agreement have altered the
direction of this louse. Then it must
have been done in the office of the Sec-
retary of State to suit the views of the
Government. A recapitulation had been
added which was not called for, and it
was this recapitulation which was cal-
culated to mislead the country. It was
for the House to determine whether
they were willing to allow their orders
to be treated with contempt in this
way, and he hoped some explanation
Would be offered from the Ministerial
benches which would relieve the Gov-
ernment from the opinion which every
ipartial mind must entertain as to the
Way in whieh that return was prepar-
ed. The statement made by the First
Minister in South Ontario, was literally
true as far as it went; but a state-
ment maight be made which was
strict1y true, but which by not
teillng the whole trath might create
a very false impression. It was now

14s

shown that instead of these off ces
having been cancelled and salaries re-
duced, those that were cancelled were
filled up, and the salaries, which were
supposed to be reduced, had been in-
creased from that day to this.

MR. ROSS - (West Middlesex) said
that the hon. gentleman had made a
great flourish of trumpets when he had
moved for the return, doubtless expect-
ing that it would be of great assistance
to him and his friends in demolishing
the professions of economy made by
their opponents. Finding, however,
that the return had the very opposite
effect, there had been bitter disappoint-
ment ever since, and the disappoint-
ment had gone on increasing until it
culminated in the motion of the hon.
gentleman. The Public Accounts did
not bear out the statements which the
member for Cardwell had made with
regard to the increase of expenditure
under the present Government, not-
withstanding that some slightincreases
had necessarily been made owing to
the addition of new Provinces to the
Dominion, and other circumstances.
He would give from the Public Ac-
counts a statement of the percentage
of increases or decreases made in the
salaries of some of the Departments
during the last three years, under the
present Administration. In the Gov-
ernor-General's Secretary's office the
increase under the late Government
had been 11 per cent. in three years,
while the increase under the present
Government had been five-sixths per
cent. In the Department -of Jus-
tice the increase under the late
Government had been 48 per cent.,
while under the present Government a
reduction of 2 per cent. had been effect-
ed. In the Militia Department the
percentages were respectively an in-
crease of 29 per cent., and a reduction
of 1 per cent. ; in the Finance Depart-
ment an increase of 28 per cent. against
a reduction of 1 per cent.; in the Re-
ceiver-General's Department an in-
crease of 28 per cent. against a decrease
of 5 per cent.; in the Customs De-
partment an increase of 31 per cent.
against a decrease of 2 per cent.; in
the Public Works Department an in-
crease of 27 per cent. against adecrease
of 2 per cent,; in the Department of
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Agriculture an increase of 30 per cent.
against a decrease of 10 per cent.; in
thVPost-Ofiee Department an increase
of 42' per -ent. against an increase of 6
per cent.; or, in all the Departments,
an increase of 35 per cent. in three
years by hon. gentlemen opposite,
against a reduction of one and one-half
per cent.by their successors. He gave
a statement of the increases made in
the Departments during the last few
days of the late Government, and gave
also a statement showing as the gen-
eral result, the fact that,while in 1867
the Departmental salaries were
$314,634, they had risen in 1873-4 to
$548,498, and in 1876-7 they had been
reduced to $536,736.

MR. TUPPER said he nust say he
thought that the hon, gentleman (Mr.
Ross) had hardly beer. more respectful
to the House than the parties who pro-
vided for the return which was now
under consideration. The speech
which the hon. gentleman delivered
was one which only could be prompted
by the conviction that no possible
answer could be given to the strong
and -well founded statement made by
the hon. member for Cardwell. The
Government were charged with having
been guilty of contempt of the flouse,
and with having, in response to the
Order of the House, brought down a
return which was no answer to that
order, and which, not only did not
give the information required by this
order, but a statement of facts entirely
difforent, and at variance 'with the
order as made. What was the a'nswer
of the hon, member for West Middle-
sex, who, in the absence of anv Minis-
ter, proposed to rise and defend ohe of
the grossest acts of disrespect towards
this Parlianent that was ever brought
under the notice of the House ? The
hon. gentleman rose and talked upon
another and different subject, and en-
dèavoured to mislead and lead away
the atten tion ofthe House from the
consideration of the charges of the
gravest haracter that ever were
brought against any Administration.
What did the hon. gentleman say ?
That the facts called for were fur-
nished ? Did the hon. gentleman say
that this statement furnished all the
facts ?

Ma. Ross.

Ma. ROSS: Certainly.

Mia. TUPPER,: In res pnse to an
Order of'the House 'to dàWte theore-
duction and increase in each office re-
spectively ? This was a return which
professed to show the increase or re-
duction in each office respectively as
between the 5th of March, 1877, and
the 7th Nov. 1873, and he would ask
the hon. gentleman whether this state-
ment contained the facts in question.
When he told the hon. gentleman that
the Deputy Minister of Justice, whose
name was signed here to the return
which showed what the facts werc,
that Mr. Bernard, the late Minister of
Justice, had a salary of $3,200 a year,
ho believed on the 7th IMarch,
1873 ; and this return, which
the Hoase ordered was to state
the reduction or increase in that office
respectively at that date, and this
return, signed by the Deputy Minister,
gave them the salary on the 7th of
November, 1873, as $3,200; and the
reduction in the column of reductions
made by this Government was set
down as $3,200, and this gave not a
single dollar in the account of 1877,
March 7th- did the hon. gentleman
mean to say that this was a statement
of the facts? Why, it would be im-
possible to have a more gross falsifica-
tion of the facts, or to imagine a more
gross falsification as far as this return,
for which the hon. gentleman said the
hon. member for Cardwell asked, and
that the members of the Opposition,
when they received it, were very much
annóyed at its presentation. But the
hon, gentleman (Mr. Ross) knew that
the return, ii respònse to the motion
made by the hon. member for Card-
well, would have saustained all that the
hon. meibers of the Opposition
claimed in this regard, and that a large
increase, instead of a reduction, in
these offices and in these salaries bad
beeti made. The hon, gentleman knew
this right well, and that the only
means by which the facts could be
concealed from the House, and the
only means by wbich the coantry
could be deceived and misled in this
important matter was by changing
this Order of the House in the most
indecent manner, that an order of 'he
House was ever changed; that any
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ministry should ever venture to change
an order of the House.

Same u0. MEMIBFS: No.

M. TUPPER: No? He would say
that if this order of the House was not
changed, and if the Ministry wbich
was responsible to the House, had
ever the return made in the terms
that the House had ordered, did not
change it, there was not a Deputy
Minister but ought to be deprived of
the office he held. le sai i boldly,
that if these Deputy Ministers had
dared to çhange this order as it had
been changed-

MR. MILLS: What change is
there ?

MR. TUPPER: Read the order and
then the statement at the head of the
return made by the Deputy Ministers.
If the hon. gentleman did so, ho
would find what was changed,
and that there was not a Deputy
Minister in the publie service
that could have been induced to send
down such a return as was mado here,
and signed by their names, if an Order
of the House was placed in their
hands and they were 'asked to fill it.
le undertook to say that if a Commit-

tee of the House was struck, and if
these Deputy Ministers were brought
before it, one of these things would be
found to be true: either they made
returns and represented tho facts as
required by the order, and it did not
suit hon. gentlemen opposite, who re-
quired them to take the returns back
and concoct an order made to prevent
the facts being brought down to the
fHouse ; or else the Deputy Ministers
never saw the Order of the louse as
made. If these gentlemen had been
guilty in response to that- order of
making such a return as was here
brought down, they had shown suchl
Unlworthiness to fill their offices, or
such an incompetency to understand
a plain and distinct order, as to war-
rant the dismissal of every one of them
from the positions they held; and
they would rightfully deserve it. The
gentlemen who were responsible for
this Contempt of an Order of the
Hlouse, deserved that dismissal for
having so treated this House, and for
having brought down a return that not

only , wfs calcultgd to 4elude tle
House, but also to deceive the country
and public. . He wgul 4pt may that
hon. gentlemen opposite had intended
it, but they had accomplished the most
gross deception of the country and
public as far as any confidence in those
returns was concerned, that ever was
carried out in any country in the
world. He would draw the attention
of the hon. gentleman (Mr. Ross)
again to this matter, and would ask
him if this was a statement of the
facts, where a return asked for the ex-
penditure and reduction or increaso in
each office, where the late Deputy
Minister of Justice received $3,200
per annum, and this was charged
$3,200 against the last Government,
and where this Government had super-
annuated that officer at $2,000 a year,
adding that addition to the public ex-
penditure; and yet this return showed
nothing of the $2,000 a year, but a re-
duction, a pretended and false reduc-
tion of $3,200 in the office of the
Deputy Minister of Justice; and in the
column showing the cost of that office
on the 5th March, 1877, not a single
dollar. And yet these were the totals
which were carried out, and that was
the way in which the thing was sum-
marized, and in which it had been at-
tempted to mislead, and in which the
people of this country bad been mis-
led, as no Government, in response to.
an order of the House, had ever dared
to do before.

MR. MILLS: You got just what
you asked for.

MR. T UPPER: Was this what they
asked for? The hon. member for West
Middlesex said that they could not
expect to bring in three or four Pro-
vinces without having increased the
business, and increasing the number of
officers; and yet the hon. gentleman
took up a return, and again endea-
voured to mislead this House by a
statement of officers, leaving out of
sight the fact that during the period
he referred to, an increase had been
made in the number of Provinces, and
a large increase with regard to reve-
nues and the number of officials. The
hon. gentleman knew right well that
no answer could be made to the con-
clusive statement made by the lon.
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member for Cardwell in bis indictment
against the Administration in refer-
ence to this matter ; and so he en-
deavoured to lead away the attention
of the House by going into a state-
ment of figures that only required to
be examined in order to show that
there was no foundation whatever in
the figures which the hon. gentleman
could produce from the Public Ac-
counts, to sustain the position the hon.
gentleman had taken. He would ask
the hon. gentleman this: he had read,
and said the country had read-and
this had made a deep impression on
the country-the statement of facts
with relation to the Department over
which he (Mr. Tupper) had had the
honour to preside. He would draw
attention, for a single moment, to this
matter, and the hon. gentleman could
not have well selected anything in the
whole transaction, or the whole return,
if he searched it from cover to cover,
or placed bis band on a case
that illustrated more completely
and more thoroughly the con-
tempt with which the order of
the flouse had been treated, and the
extent in which it was attempted to
mislead the people of this country?
What were the facts? Parliament
had placed at the service of the late
Government a large amount of public
money for the purpose of readjusting
the salaries of the officials of the
country. Parliament increased the
salaries of the Ministers, and the in-
demnity of the members, and on the
same basis and foundation, it placed at
the service of the Government a large
portion of public money with direc-
tions that it should be used in readjust-
ing the salaries for the service of the
Government. In the discharge of this
duty large increases were made with
the money placed at the service of the
late Government for the purpose, and
it was done in obedience to that in-
struction. Take the Department of
Customs. Had there been any increase
of business since the 7th November,
1873. The hon. gentleman knew that
there had not; and that in this Depart-
ment there had been a large decrease
in business. While trade was flourish-
ing and the revenue increasing by
millions per annum, there was a
reason why they should increase the

MR. TUPPER.

expenditure of the Departments and
the number of officials; but the hon.
gentleman knew that since that period
there had been a great falling off in
the business and revenue of the
country and in the Customs revenue;
and there had been a great decrease in
the business transacted. What did
this return show? The return as to
which the hon. gentleman said the
sting was in the tail, and which he
said would be read and leave a deep
impression on the minds of the peo-
ple, showed apparently a redue.
tion, and was calculated to leave the
impression that there Lad been a re-
duction to the extent of$95,780. They
could come to no other conclusion.
The amount was put down for salaries
payable on lst January, 1875, on the
appointments made between the lst
January and 7th November 1873;
on increases during that period, on re-
duction by death, on resignation, and
on the salaries of those appointed
in November, 1873, whose salar-
ies were increased between the
7th November and 5th March, and how
did it all foot up ? That thei e were
paid salaries to the extent of $443,630;
increases to the extent of $55,123; and
in fact a cost in that Department of
$479,153, which showed less reduction
by cancellation of appointments and
increases, $74,503; less reduction by
death, resignation and superannuation,
$76,000, or a decrease of $151,000 of
the amount showing as the cost,
$443,630 paid by the late Government,
and a reduction of about $347,850. The
decrease in the Customs Department,
as would be accepted by every person
with this return in their Lands, was nO
less than $95,980. He would ask the
hon. member for West Middlesex
whether this was not a statement of
the facts. Was this calculated to cast
conviction of the truth with relation to
this matter to the minds of those whO
read this paper, when he told the hon.
gentleman that in this Department,
notwithstaniding the enormous decrease
in the business, and in the revenue col-
lected, instead of there being a decrease
of $95,000, this Government had in-
creased the expenditure, and had done
so at the date of this return, to the ex-
tent of $62,000 ? The hon. gentleman
would find that this was the falsest
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statenent of pretended facts that was
ever attempted to be i mposed on the peo-
ple of any country. He would not take
up the time of the House at this late
period of the Session, after the exhaus-
tive manner in which the bon. member
for Cardwell had dealt with this sub-
ject in a manner that was most able,
although the hon. member for West
Middlesex ventured to use and open his
ýobservations with a sneer-a sneer at a
«entleman who stood as immeasurably
above the hon. member for West Mid-
dlesex as did any member of the House
as a public man, and as a man of
.ability dealing with the public ques-
tions of the day, as it was pos-
sible to conceive; and yet the
hon. gentleman rose with a sneer
,against a gentleman of the highest
standing in this country in the noble
profession to which he (Mr.McCarthy)
belonged, and who hold a first position
as a barrister in this country, and as
.a man who had made a Dominion repu-
tation for himself, as a man of the
most remarkable talent, and who, in
this bouse, had taken a position, and
such a position as to commend him to
the confidence and support of every
hon. gentleman on that side of the
House, and to render him an object of
terror to the hon. gentlemen on the
Government sido of the House. The hon.
member for West Middlesex had risen
with a sneer directed at a man standing
in that high and distinguished position
in this House, and out of it ; and yet
the hon. gentleman took his seat with-
out having ventured to deal with a
single argument or to grapple with a
ingle statement of the cogent, con-

clusive, incisive speech of the hon.
member for Cardwell. It was unneces-
sary for him (Mr. Tupper) further to
occupy the time of the House. He
had shown by a single illustration
-and this report teemed from cover
to cover with illustrations-of the man-
ner in which it had been attempted to
treat the Ilouse and of the contempt
with which this louse had been treat-
ed, in the mode in which this Order of
the liouse had been answered; and of
the extent to which the audacity of
,hon. gentlemen opposite would go,even
in a return brought down and placed
on the table of the flouse. He would,
however, do hon. gentlemen opposite

the credit of saying ihat if they had
answered this return, and brought it
down while Parliament was in Session,
he did not believe that they would
have dared to attempt such a liberty
with the House, and with the country,
as this; and hence it was reserved.
Months were taken in the concoction of
this return which was no answer to
the order of the House, and it was not
only printed,but,in blue book form,sen t
out and scattered over the country
from end to end at the public expense,
not to give the information the louse
asked for and which it was desirable it
should obtain, but ior the purpose no t
only of concealing the facts, but also of
presenting a statement of pretended
facts, a statement of the grossest
fallacies and misrepresentations with
which any Government had ever dared
to insult a Parliament which had
ordered them to make a return.

Ma. MILLS said that such a speech
as the hon. gentleman had just de-
livered could not have been made by
any other member of the House. He
defied the hon. gentleman te show a
single paragraph of the order of the
House which had not been fully,
particularly, and accurately met by
the return which had been brought
down. The return brought down had
probably not been what the mover un-
derstood he was asking for in the
motion-but it was certainly what the
House understood. The hon. gentle-
man merely asked for this. It was im-
possible to put any other construction
on the motion than that which the
Government had put on it. If the
Ion. gentleman wanted other informa-
tion, he should have extended the
resolution with which the return was
strictly in accord.

Sma JOHN A. MACDONALD said
a return in order to meet the order of
the louse must contain all that the
flouse ordered and nothing more nor
less, otherwise it was a false and
irregular return. This return erred in
in both respects. What portion of this
resolution asked for a return of super-
annuation? The resolution only asked
for a return of those offices cancelled.
Could the hon. gentleman gram-
matically or logically make out the
superannuation of an officer was a
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cancelled appointment? The return
was also faulty, inasmach as instead
of giving the statement of increases
in each office, it had omitted the in-
creases made by the present Govern-
ment, while it gave the increases of
the late Government. It also gave the
superannuation, and it did not give the
officers and salaries of the officers who
were appointod in their place. The
return was most misleading, and ap-
peared to have been made with a viev
to misleading the country.

MR. CART WRIGHT said the whole
secret of the prosent motion was that,
owing to the ungraanmatical, inartis-
tic and absurd motion of the hon.
member for Cardwell, a totally dif-
feront set of facts had been presented
from what had been intended to be
brought down by that hon. gentleman.
The motion had been worded just as
might have been expected from an
hon. gentleman who was so unac-
quainted with the Public Accounts
that, in addressing an assemblage of
his fellow-countrymen, ho had added
$50,000,000 to the actual public debt
of the Dominion, and $9,000,000 to its
taxation. The return had been framed
in strict and liberal accordance with
the order, and he defied any hon. gen-
tilernan to compare seriatin the one
with the other, and to say that such
was not the case. Surely hon. gentle-
men opposite would not say that it
was the fault of the Deputy Ministers
that they had complied accurately
with the terms of the motion, instead
of going behind that motion and sup-
plying what the hon. member for
Cardwell imagined he was asking for?
As to the insinuation that the Min-
isters had sent back the return to their
deputies, speaking for himself, and he
believed for the most of his colleagues,
he had been absent from the city at
the time, and he did not think any
one of them had had an opportunity
of inspecting the return before it was
printed. Hie protested against the de-
puty heads of the departments being
held responsible for the absurd manner
in whieh the motion had been worded,
and affirmed that the more the motion
was examined the more clearly would
it appear that it had been complied
-with in the return.

SIa JCHN A. MACDONALD.

Ma. TUPPER asked how it wau
that the beading of the return, as
signed by theadeputy heads of Depart-
ments, was different to the language
of the Order of the House. He also
asked if the Government would give a
Committee to ascertain whether the
change he referred to was made by
the Minister or the Deputy Minister.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said he would
have no objection to a Committee, but
he understood that all the Ministers
had not seen the returns.

31R. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said
he had been a little surprised ut first
to observe that the present deputy of
the Minister of Justice received a
larger salary than did the Deputy Min-
ister in the late Government. But on
consideration, the fact was not sur-
prising, as it had been proven that the
gentleman who acted in that capacity
under the late Administration had
supplemneted his salary by receiving
fees in a manner which was little short
of disreputable., He believed that the
present Deputy did not take such
means of adding to his salary.

Ma.BURPEE (St. John) said that the
increase in the CustomsDepartment had
been frequently referred to by the hon.
member for Cumberland. He would
give the actual causes of these increas-
es. The new appointments and the
increases in salaries made in 1873
would cause an increase in 1875 over
1874 of $7,700-being the fuU year's
operation of the increases made. Thon,
with regard to the Prince Edward
Island service, the hoo. gentleman
spoke of his appointing 25 officers,
while the present Government had ap-
pointed 46. But he forgot to say that
in addition to those 25 officers there
were 50 others acting under the Local
Government, these salaries being
partly paid by this Government,
and partly by commissions, the
total amount being as large as
that subsequently paid. The Prince
Edward Island service became a tax
on us in 1875-6 to the extent of $7,300.
Then there was paid for law-suits
pending in Mantoba, and for which
the late Government were responsible
the sum of $1,000. Inspector Kerr
in Nova Scotia, had incuarred in 1875
an expense over the previous year of
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81,360 in conequene e< f the former
inspeetor not having doue duty for the
whole year. This appointmont had
been made by the late Government.
On account of salaries and travelling
expenses of Inspector Cudlip, appoint-
ed for New Brunswick and Prince Ed-
ward Island in 1875, there had been
paid $2,500 for special inspection, $110
for the stationery department at
Ottawa, $3,000 for organization of
ports on Stickeen River. There had
been paid in 1876 for two years 83,600
f-r increased rent ofthe Custom House,
Toronto; in 1875, $ 1,000 for increased
rent in Montreal; $1,000 for appoint-
ment of lockers in Montreal, less by
reduction in extra list. Necessary in
the correspondence of the defalcations
and losses from the bonded warehouses
for previous years, in accordance with
Collector Dunscombe's report, 1875-e,
$9,000. Then for increased extra tide-
waiters and night watchmen in Mon-
treal, on the reduction in -the iegular
staff, under 1876 there had been incurr-
cd the sum of $6,000. Formerly the
day tide-waiters were employed on
night duty, but the system was found
to be very inefficient. In 1876 there
had been a change in the cartage and
warehouse system in Montreal and
Toronto, being a concession to the ir-
porters of the charges heretofore made
for the examination of warehouses, &c.,
that charge being in excess of the cost,
$10.000; charges for outports and ports
made in 1873, full year's expenses,
1875-6, $3,500; Acting Inspector New-
burn for Ontario, $1,'100; and finally,
a new charge for heating Government
buildings at Halifax, $1,600-miking
in all an amount of 861,360.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said the per-
centages of the member for West -Mid-
dlesex were no answer to the motion,
for during the time he had worked his
percentages the Dominion had extend-
ed from the Atlantic to the Pacifie.
The addition of Province after Province
to the Dominion had necessarily in-
creased the expenses, but the hon. mem-
ber for West Middlesex could not prove
that the increases which had taken
place, were not at all commensurate
with the natural growth of the Domin
ion. The cost of extra clerks had in-
creased from 1872-3 to 1874-5 from

$13,000 to $88,000. In nearly every
Custom House aeotiou there had, since
18734,.been a great increase, although
the revenue was less. There had, in
addition, been an increase in the excise.
the weights and measures, the post-
office and other departments. The cost
of the public services had risen from a
total expenditure of 84,736,442 in
18734 to $5,194,896 in 1876-7, while
they were collecting two millions of'
dollars less revenue. The late Govern-
ment had an increase of revenue, and
they had money to spend upon public
works. But with regard to the hon.
gentlemen opposite, the country saw
that, with a falling revenue, they were
keeping up the public expenditure to
the same point. The late Government
had spent their surplum, and had re-
duced taxation, while the Ministerial
party had increased the expenditure
and had increased the taxation. Any
Parliamentary return asked for should
be obeyed literally. They had a right
to know why the return had been
altered. If one Minister had dared to
alter one word of the returu, the coun-
try would hold him responsible. He
concluded by moving as an amend.
ment that the return should be referred
to a Special Committee of seven mem-
bers, with power to send for persons,
papers and records.

MR. OLIVER said this was the first
Committee asked for during the Ses-
sion for the investigation of charges
against the Government. This re-
quest could be made very easy now,
when hon gentlemen opposite knew
the Session was near its close, and that
there was no time for such an investi-
gation. The expenses connected with
the collection of the revenue had only
increased in proportion to the busi-
ness and extension of tho Dominion.
The total controllable expenditui e in
1870-71 was $4,610,402; in 1873-74 it
had increased to 88,324,076, but in
1876-77, under the present Govern-
ment, it was decreased to $6,835,078.
In the face of such facts no hon. mem-
ber could fairly charge the Adminis-
tration with extravagance. One plain,
patent fact had been brought out by
the ieturn, viz.: that during the last
months of the late Government 628
new officers were appointed and
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increases of salary were given to 1,381,
thereby increasing the burdens of the
peoplo by nearly half a million of
money. When they compared the
present state of things, seeing that in
the Civil Government of the country
there had been a decrease of $71,0^0,
with the condition of affairs in 1873,
he thought that these two statements
should convince the people of the
country that the present Government
shvuld still continue, as they did now,
to have the confidence of the people.

MR. MACKENZIE said ho wished
to know for what purpose the mo-
tion was made. Some alteration should
be made in it.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
There is an alteration.

Ma. MACKENZIE : There is none
whatever.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: If
the hon. gentleman chooses to vote it
down, let him do so.

MR. MACKENZIE said he hal no
objection to grant a Committee if it
was allegedý that a false return was
prepared or something morally wrong
done.

MR. TUPPER said that this re-
turn, on its face, showed that
it was improperly treated by the
Government. They contended that the
heading of the return, signed by the
Deputy Ministers, was not a copy of
the return ordered by the House; the
heading of the order and of the return
were not the same. He undertook to
say that no Deputy MiniAter would
have signed his name to this return,
provided the Order of the House had

een placed in his hands. He wanted
the Deputy Ministers and Ministers,
themselves, to appear before a Com-
mittee, and to make an investigation,
to ascertain who had dared to take such
an unprecedented liberty with the
Order of the Flouse.

MR. MACKENZIE said he denied
that any liberty had been taken with
the Order of the House. Unles it
was asserted that some officers had
made a false return, it was quite im-
possible to grant a Committee.

Ma. OLIVER.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman ought not to have
allowed the Minister of Finance to
promise a Committee.

MR. MACKENZIE:- He made no
promise.

SiRa JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
said he had no objection to one being
granted.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: Of course, I
presumed that the hon. gentleman had
some charge to make.

Ma. TUPPER said that Deputy
Ministers did not manufacture the
headings of these returnas. He asked
for a Committee to find out who had
committed this palpable contempt on
the House, and violated the Order of
the House, to make a return by pre-
paring a different return; and he be.
lieved that this would be established in
a very short time, if they could obtain
a Committee.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the headings were altered for the
purpose of preparing a return differont
from that which was asked for. He
did not suspect one of the Deputy
Ministers of having made the altera-
tion ; but somebody did this, and they
wanted to know who this somebody
was. The hon. gentleman, he knew,
would not grant a Committee.

Ma. MACKENZIE: We are not
very likely to do so.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Hear, hear. I knew that you would
not. You, dare not do it.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I have already
stated that if the hon. gentlemen
charges any person with fraud or
wrongdoing in his motion, he shall
have his Committee.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the charge was : that the return Was
not that which was asked for by the
Flouse; omissions that ought not to
have been omitted, and additions
which ought not to have been added,
had been made; both were equallY '
contempt of the Order of the louse.
Somebody did this, and that somebodY
was not a Deputy Minister.
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MR. DYMOND said it was a very
old story. The loudest possible accu-
sations were made by the hon. gentle-
men opposite, but they dare not formu-
late them.

MR. KIRKPATRIC-K said he was
amazed at the attitude assumed by
hon. gentlemen opposite. He would
satisfy the hon. Premier. He would
move in amendment:-

" That the said resolition he amended, by
adding to it the following words: and that
such return be referred to a Special Com-
mittee of seven members to report on the
same, with power to send for persons, papers
and records."

Ma. MACKENZIE: So the hon.
gentleman wishes us to vote deliber-
ately that this is not the return which
was ordered by the House.

Mi. KIIRKPATRICK: I said, "ap-
pears.".

Ma. MACKENZIE: But it does not
appear. He wants us to stultify our-
selves. Doos the hon. gentleman
think we are all fools to vote for such
a motion. The hon. gentleman is
trying to contrive a motion that will
not be accepted.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman put it in this way.
He says he will not grant a Committee
unless we state the grounds, and when
we do so, he says: "I do not agree
with the grounds, and, therefore, I will
not grant the Committee." We can-
not have the Committee any way. He
says: "It is not so; I deny the
grounds." It is in order to prove the
g.ounds given that we ask for a Com-
mittee.

MR. MILLS said that a Minister, ifhe discovered that a return was defec-
tive i any particular, bad a right toCorrect it, and assume the responsi-
bility of interpreting the Order of the
"Ouse in consonanee with what he
beleved was the intention of the
'bOuse. This return was prepared instrict accordance with the require-
m1ents of the House.

. TUPPER said that the hon.gentieran admitted the charge.
R. MILLS: I did rot admit it.

MR. TUPPER said he now assumed
that the responsibility was upon the
Ministers, and not upon the Deputy
Ministers. A column which ought to
contain the expenditure with regard
to the Deputy Minister of Justice was
a blank column, although there was a
strm being paid to him in the way of
pension. The Globe newspaper, either
deliberately, lied in reference to that
return, or else the paper and the House
had been misled. They could not get
out of that dilemma.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman had stated that the Deputy
Ministers had not signed the returns.

MR. TUPPER: I said nothing of the
kind. Do not put words in my mouth,
and do not attribute to me the very
reverse of what I said.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Deputy
Ministers had signed the returns.
They were prepared and signed
in the usual way ; at least, so he
was advised, by the Secretary of State.
They would be brought down, and the
hon. gentleman would see that they
were correct.

SIRa JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he had been told across the floor by
l'enfant terrible of the Government, the
person who dces the wrong thing at
the wrong time, the member for North
York, that he was afraid to send the
matter to a Committee and make the
allegations. He would move in amend-
ment to the motion:-

" That inasmuch as is alleged that the report
submitted to the Department to be anewered,
is differeut from the return asked tor by this
House,. and, inasmrnuch as it is further alleged
that such return as made onits matters
asked for, and adds matters not asked for,
and. inasiuch as it is alleged that such
omissions and addresses are calculated to
mislead this House, and are a contempt of
this House, be it resolved that the return be
referred to a Committee to enquire into and
to report upon.

MR.MACKENZIE : Who makes the
allegations ?

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Ido,
and my hon. friend.

MR. MACKENZIE : Is it alleged by
any one?

MR. McCARTHY: I allege it.
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MR. BOWELL: Oh, vote it down.
Ma. MACK ENZIE: Undoubtedly

we shall vote it down if the name is not
inserted.

MR. McCARTfHY said he w ould al-
low his name to be inserted.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the allega-
tion that an incorrect return was cal-
culated to mislead the House was only
a matter of opinion, and a Committee
could not enqnire into a mere matter of
opinion.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
jt was absolutely nocessary that the
words should be there. If the returns
were not calculated to mislead the
louse, there was no necessity to

refer them to a Select Committee.
Ma. HOLTON thought it would be

as well to wait till the papers came
down, and then appoint a Committee if
desirable.

Ma. MITCHELL: We have alreadv
the papers.

Ma, MACKENZIE said the motion
was so objectionable in its terms that
he could not adopt it. The returns
would he brought down as soon as pos-
sible, and when they came down the
hon. gentleman opposite could
move for a Committee as soon as he
liked .

Ma. McCARTHY said he wished to
say one word with reference to the
allegation of the Finance Minister that
he had mis-stated figures in regard to
the finances of this country. -He
utterly denied that he had done any-
thing of the kind, and challenged any
one to show that such had been the
case. If there was any garbling or
misquoting, the garbling was on the
part of the Finance Minister, who had
misquoted and misinterpreted his (Mr.
McCarthy's) Colborne speech. It was
because the Premier at South Ontario
had stated that, on coming into office,
he had cancelled appointments made
by the late Government to the extent
of $52,000, that he (Mr. McCarthy)
moved for the return in question, in
order to test the trustworthiness of the
statement. He had the return incor-
rect and misleading, and the Minister
of Finance only had had the decency
to regret that the return had beeri

-Ma. McCArnTY.

brought down in the state in whieh it
was brought down. As an effect 0f
bringing down such a return, he
pointed ont that the Globe, when the.
return was circulated, stated that it
showed a reduction of $172,198 in
official salaries since the present Gov-
ernment was in power, whereas the
fact was that, instead of there having
been a decrease, there had been an il
crease of $100,000. It was transparent
on the face of the return that it had
been changed in order to make it ap.
pear that there had been reuductions
where the facts were otherwise. lav.
ing referred to the percentages of the
hon. member for West Middlesex, he
promised to give a few facts whieb
that gentleman could digest at his
leisure. In 1873-4 the salaries of the
Governor-General's office were 88,24;
in 1874-5 they were $10,079. In the
Departmnent of Justice in 1873-4 the
salaries were$i7,367; in 1874-5 they
were $19,181. In the Finance >epart-
ment the salaries, which were $50,232
in 1873-4, were $54,139 in 1874-5.
These figures, as taken from the Pub-
lic Accounts, were better than per-
centages.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that the
hon. member for Cardwell would, on
page 158 of the Pic-nic Pamphlet, find
a full and detailed statement showing
the absurdity of his assertions, that
our taxation had increased from
$3.50 per head in 1870 to $5.76 por
head in 1876. In 1869-70, the esti-
mated population was 3,400,000 and
gross revenue $15,172,225, average per
head $4.50.

MR. McCARTY: If you deduct
the amount of the surplus, and then
divide, you will find that the other
figures are correct.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: Upon my
word ! Did any mortal ever hear such
a mode of making a statement as to
the amount of taxation levied. HIow-
ever, it is entirely on a par with al
the statements made.

Question put and the amendmaent to
the amendment (Sir John A. Mal
donald) negatived on the followiflg
division:
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TUS.

Messieurs

Bowell, McDougall (Three
Brooks, Rivers),
Cameron, Macmillan,
Campbell, McCallum,
Caron, McCarthy,
Colby, MeQuade,
costigan, Méthot,
Coupal, Mitchell,
Currier, Monteith,
Daoust, Orton,
Dewdney, Platt,
)ugas, Plumb,

Farrow, Pope (Compton),
Ferguson, Robinson,
Gibbs (North Ontario),Rochester,
Gibbs (South Ontario), Rouleau,
iaggart, Ryan,
Jones (Leeds), Stephenson,
Kirkpatrick, Thompson (Carlboo),
Langevin, Tupper,
Little, Wade,
Macdonald (Kingston), Wallace (Norfolk),
McDonald (Cape Bre-White (Bastings).

ton), White (Renfrew),
Wright (Pontiac).-47.

NAYS.

Messieurs

A ppleby;
Bain,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blackburn,
Borden,
Borron,
Bowman,
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee iSunbury),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Coffin,
Cook,
Dymond,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Galbraith
Gibson,
Gillies
Gillimor
Goudge,
Greenway
Guthrie,
Haddowý,
Hagr,'
Hliginbotham,
Bolton,
Borton,

Huntington,
Irving,
Jones (HIa!ifax),
K-rr,
Killam,
Langlois,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdougall (Elgin),
McDougall (Rentrew),
MacKay (Cape Breton),
Mackenzie,
loGraney,

McGregor,
McIntyre,
McNab.
Metealfe,
Mille,
Norris,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Perry,
Pickard,
Ray,
Richard,
Ross (East Durham),
Ross (Middlesex),
Ross (Prince Ederard),
Rymal,
Scatcherd,
Scriver,
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider,
St. Jean,
Taschereau,
Thompson (Haldi-

mand),
Trow,
Wallace (Albert),
Wood,
Young.-81.

Question put and amendment (Mr.
Kirkpatrick), negatived on the same
division.

Motion agreed to.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

QUEsTION.

Mt. TUPPER said he wished to
know whetber there was any possibility
of getting through the Bill entitled ain
Act to amend an Act intituled an Act
respecting the Intercolonial Railway,
passed in the 39th year of the Rieign of
Her Majesty Queen Victoria.

MR. MACKENZIE: It is really im-
possible. We could not permit it.

MR. TUPPER said that when the
Intercolonial Railway Bill was passed,
it was promised that rights then exist-
ing under the law would nDt be inter-
fered with.

M R. MACKENZIE: I recollect that
MR. TUPPER said that private

rights had been interfered with, and he
hoped that the hon. gentleman would
permit any claims which the Halifax
City Railway Company made against
the Government, to be referred to the
public arbitrators under th. Public
Works Act.

MR. MACKENZIE,said that the Gov-
ernment had a perfect right to extend
the railroad into the city of Halifax; and
they could never admit the pretensions
of the City Railway Company. He
had simply to guard the public inter-
ests in this matter. He knew nothing
whatever about the persons this con-
cerned. It was impossible that they
could consent to the passage of the hon.
gentleman's Bill.

MR. TUPPER said that this matter
was one of some importance. The hon.
gentleman was quite right in protect-
ing the public interests; but he was not
bound, in doing so, to invade the private
rights of the Halifax City Railway
Company, which had expended money
on the faith of an Act of Parliament,
and which claimed that an Act of this
Parliament passed last Session had de-
prived them of the rights they held
under the former Act.

House adjorned at
Fifteen minutes before

One o'clock.

Intercol,,onial -Railway
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 2nd May, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PR &YERS.

THE VENTILATION OF THE CHAMBER.

MR. PLUMB said he desired to call
the attention of the House to a most
important matter-the ventilation ot
the Chamber-which was very bad, to
which cause he ascribed a great deal
of sickness. The health of many
members became affected during the
Session owing to the defective system
in vogue. The air was pumped through
ducts 700, 800, 1,200, and some 1,500
feet long; and it necessarily, in its
passage, became deleterious, and very
unhealthy. A commission was ap-
pointed in 1873 to examine into this
question, but their report was never
acted upon. He could not conceive
any systen more ingenious than the
present to cause the members to
breathe foul air. The health of the
person who was employed to inspect
these ducts was destroyed by the ser-
vice, and the man was now pensioned.
He knew, from the evidence of the
Committee, that there was stagnant
water in these ducts.

MR.,CHARLTON said he hoped that-
this matter would receive the attention
of the Government. The ventilation of
the Chamber was certainly very de-
fective. The changes made in it sev-
eral years ago had provel ineffectual.
Certainly, it was the height of absurdity
to pump air into the Chaniber through
long subterraneous ducts. He did not
think that public money could be spent
more appropriately than in securing
proper ventilation. Hie had always
noticed that durin.. the Session mem-
bers became palid and out of health;
and a great many diseases were origin-
ated in consequence of this defective
ventilation.

MaL TUPPER said it would be
hardly possible to have their attention
drawn to a more important subject.
Several efforts had been made to
remedy this system of ventilation, but
they had radically failed. The systen

M.: TUPPER.

of pumping air through subterraneous
passages into the building was radically
wrong. He had himself suffered verymuch from it, especially late at night;
the air was then quite insupportable'.
The system, also, of throwing cold air
into the Chamber often produced
severe colds. No expense or effort
should be spared to remedy these
defects.

MR. MACKENZIE said this was anl
important matter, and nothing gave
them so much difficulty as the ques-
tion, what could be done ? Owing to
the style of the architecture, they were
in a sort of den. If it were the classie
style, they could have the windows
opened; and if it was of any other
style but that of the middle ages, they
would bave better light and botter air.
As it -was, they must make the best of
the circumstances. For the clerks,
they had ceased to take the air in this
direction. He would endeavour to find
out what reform, if any, could be
adopted. The air had, however, been
better thisyear than in the past. The
only other system was to have shafts
of air immediately above the passages
coming into the building.

Ma. BLAKE said that with regard
to the English House of Commons
and public buildings, an eminent
architect being asked what remedy
should be adopted, said he could give
no other advice than to open the win-
dows. Although barbarous and Gothic,
he did not believe stained glass was as
valuable as their lives: and if the win-
dows were opened and a draft created,
he thought that this would mend the
matter.

MR. YOUNG said that while the air
was very bad in the Chamber, on most
occasions it was much worse in the
lobbies. He had several times directed
the persons in charge to see that the
doors and windows of the lobbies were
kept open as far as possible; and if this
were done, it would probably remedy
the evil to a very considorable oxtent.

SUPPLY-CONCURRENCE.

On Resolution 8,
Mi. KIRKPATRICK said he wisbed

to call the attention of the Government
and H[ouse to a matter connected with

Business.[c0MM0.N'ýsj
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the Department of the Minister of the
Interior, regarding the claim of the
widow of an old Civil servant whose
death last January they all deplored,
Colonel Coffin, who was for many yeurs
in the Department. The deceased was
Commissioner of Ordnance Lands; he
was appointed to this position in 1856,
but previously had been for some years
in the service of the Government; in
1856 lie was asked to give up the office
le held in Montreal and assume the
management of the Ordnance Lands,
which were then transferred to the
Province of Canada. He took the office
at a salary of $2,000, and expected to
remain in Montreal; but very shortly
afterwards, in order to better discharge
his duties, he was removed to Ottawa;
as the bulk of these lands lay between
Ottawa and Kingston; but there were
also lands under his control over the
Provinces of Quebec and Ontario. He
occupied a building on the ordnance
lands, rent free, for some years, which
fact, to a certain extent, compensated
him for bis removal here. In 1866,
when the Government came to Ottawa,
attention was called to bis receiving a
house free of rent, which advantage
did not attach to other Civil servants,
and he was compelled to buy the bouse
in question, thus so much diminished
bis salary, which, nevertheless, re-
mained at the figure of $2,000. In
1870, another very important branch,
the estate of the Bank of Upper Cana-
da, was placed under his charge, and
he managed it for two or three years
without receiving any extra emolu-
ment though he had the promise of it.
he had not received any increase since
le entered the service; he discharged
his duties most satisfacfactorily to all
bis chiefs; but, unfortunately owing to
procrastination, the promised increa§e
Of salary was overlooked until the
time, with many others, he received
tardy justice. This came, unfortu-
nately, at the last moment of the exis-
tence of the late Government. From
him, on the accession of the pre-
sent Gevernment, had been taken
the increase of salary to which
he had been entitled. He spoke
of the saving which Mr. Coffin had
made in bis Department, and con-
eluded by expressing the hope that
Parliament would make up to his

family the $2,000 of which he had been
deprived.

MR. HOLTON described Col. Coffin
as being what he considered the beau
ideal of a Civil servant. He said the
claim was a just one, and expressed the
hope that the Government would com-
ply with what he considered only a just
and reasonable demand.

MIR. LANGEVIN expressed his high
sense of appreciation of the service of
Col. Coffin, who had been an officer of
this Department, and concluded by
supporting the proposal of the member
for Frontenac.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he could bear out all that had been
said of Col. Coffin. He and the de-
ceased had been boys together, and it
was because of his great abilities that ho
bad received his appointment. He had
discharged bis daties in an eminently
satisfactory degree,and he trusted that
provision for bis family would be made
in the Supplementary Estimates.

MR. MACKENZIE did not differ
from the high estimate of Col. Coffin's
character and ability; but he would
only say at present that the Govern-
ment would consider the matter before
the close of the Session favourably
in some way to the family of the late
Colonel.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALID
thanked the Premier for his kind.
ness.

Mi. TUPPER urged the Govern-
ment regarding the claim of Col. Den-
nis on the Government, to carry out
the arrangement entered into with
him when ho entered into the Civil
Service as Surveyor-General.

MR. MACKENZIE asked if the bon.
gentleman spoke at the request of Col.
Den nis.

Ma. TUPPER: No.
MR. MACKENZIE; Because it

would be very inconvenient for mem-
bers of the Opposition to bring up the
affairs of eaob officer of the Govern-
ment in the House.

Ma. TUPPER said he made the re-
marks as a matter of justice to the
Colonel, who had been overlooked.

Supply- [MAY 2, 1878.]
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The officer was promised the same sal-
ary as a Deputy Minister, ahd the
promise had not been carried out.

SmR JOBN A. MACDONALD bore
testimony to the correctness of the re-
marks of the hon. member for Cumber-
land.

MR. MACKENZIE deprecated the
practice of mentionng the cases of in-
dividual Civil servants on the floor of
the House.

SiR JOHN A. MA CDONALD agreed
as to the inconvenience of bringing
such matters up in the House, but ho
thought the circumstance was excep-
tional in the present case.

M a. BLAKE said he understood that
the circumstance ofthis case had been
mentioned to the Government in the
usual and regular way, and if that were
the case, the Government should have
been left to deal with it at their own
time and in their own way.

Mi. MILLS stated that the increase
made to this officer was made without
prejudice to any right he had under
the late Government.

Resolution agreed to.
On Resolution 18,

Departmental Contingencies ...... $159,000

In answer to Mr. TUPPER,
MR. MACKENZIE said he had

urged the Printing Committee to have
the report of the Halifax Commission
printed as soon as possible.

Resolution agreed to.
On Resolution 53,

Miscellaneoue Printing..............$2,ooo

MR. KIRKPATRICK complained
that no particulars were given. The
Rouse ought to know every year how
many extra clerks were employed;
and there sbould be an audit of this
account.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said he did not
desire t> swell the Public Accounts
unduly, but he thought a detailed audit
of this account might be printed and
laid on the table of the flouse early in
the Session.

.Mi TuppER.

MR. BOWELIL said it was quite
time that some botter system should be
adopted. The system of employinza
certain number of omoers during
Session was vicious in principle. le
saw no way of meeting the dificulty
except by adhering strictly to the rule
of the louse. If that were done theycould hold the Clerk strictly to account
for unnecessary extra appointments.
Attention had been called to one of
many of these clerks who had em-
ployed his time in eulogising some
members of the IHonse and abusing
others. It had been stated that he was
not in the employment of the flouse,
though he was on the pay list. The
result was that ho had charged a mem-
ber of the House in the public Press,
with having uttered falsehoods. le
(Mr. Bowell) remembered that when a
clerk of this louse wrote something
disparaging in reference to a member
of this louse, the then leader of the
Opposition, now Chief Justice Dorion,
brought him to the bar of the House
and had him dismissed. He did not
know who was responsible for this.
By the 110th Rule it was provided that
the Clerk should employ at the outset
of the Session such extra clerks as
might be necessary for the require-
ments of the public service; 41 ses-
sional clerks had been placed on the
staff, a large number of whom liad com-
paratively notoing to do, and he
believed that before this return was
made to the House, 7 or 8 were dis-
missed. The whole system was lax,
and means were thus provided to pay
political supporters who had done
certain services in the interests of the
party. This would be a fair subject
for the new Parliament to take up
and make provision to prevent this
abuse in the future. He fonnd that
two of these clerks had received pay,
one for 14 days before ho was appointed,
and another for 11 day previous; and
he wished to know why this was done.

Mn. CARTWRIGHT said with res-
pect to the general question raised
that the Printing Committeo lad been
held were the proper persons to dis-
burse $70,000 appropriated for miscel-
laneous services; and the Auditor was
to sce that the expenditures were
duly certified by the Chairman of thO

(COMilONS.] Concurrence.
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-Committee -and their officers. There
were only two items in which ho
thought any possible abuse could
occur, expçnditures made for purposes
not known before and authorized by
the House, and the item with reference
to extra sessional clerks and com.
mittees. As to how many clerks should
be employed, this was not exactly a
question for the Auditor, who was,
however, to see that proper receipts
were produced. The general object
would be obtained if the gentlemen of
the Internal Commission were to meet
with instructions that these expendit-
nres in reasonable detail be placed on
the table of the House. He could not
explain why clerks were paid for time
piior to their date of engagement.

MR. MACKENZIE said that the
Committee had nothing to do with the
employment of these persons, except
to fill up any vacancies that might oc-
cur. This was entirely under the
control of Mr. Speaker and the Clerk
of the House. He understood that
the Auditor went over all the items of
payment.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said that a
sessional clerk had, over his own sig-
nature, reflected in a letter on a mem-
ber of the House, and lie was informed
that the moment that this fact was
brought under the notice of Mir.
Speaker, he at once dismissed the
offending official.

Ma. McDOUGALL (South Ren-
frew) said he thought that this was an
extremely proper course.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that no doubt, if the hon. gentleman in
question had asked it, this clerk would
have been brought before the bar of
the House by a unanimous vote.
Whether a member belonged to the
Miority or majority he was equally a
nmember of Parliament, and no doubt
the majority would have justice in the
latter. Hae was glad that this had

not been done, but, nevertheless the
Punishment was very small for a very
great offence.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: The dismis.
sal was instantaneous.

On Resolution 56,
149

SIR JOKK A. MACDONALD said
that the collection of criminal statis-
tics was a very important matter.
This was one of he means of knowing
what was the actual moral state of the
country; and the best means of detect-
ing new crimes and of learning what
were the favourite crimes. The Do-
minion Government alone could
obtain this information from all parts
of the country. He had been under
the impression that a large amount
of criminal statistics had been col-
lected.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said tlat very
little of the vote had been spent last
year. One of the returns gave the
statisties. with regard to insolvency,
and this return was published in the
report of the Minister of Agriculture.
Unless returns were obtained of the
petty offences, he presumed that the
report would not be very voluminous;
and that it could be placed in the re-
port mentioned.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
most important are the petty offences,
-crimes committed in consequence of
povprty and vagrance. These are
curable. It would be infinitely more
valuable if the insolvency and criminal
statistics were bound together in a
separate volume.

Resolution concurred in.
On Resolution 60,

Immigration and Quarantine...... $120,370

MR. POPE said ho wished to know
what the Paris immigration agent was
doing now.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: Assisting the
commissioners at the exhibition, I be-
lieve. The lion. the Minister of Agri-
culture informs me that he is advised
that many more immigrants will come
out this year than has been the case
heretofore, and he cannot, therefore,
diminish the vote; but, if the immi-
gration does not increabe, we will
probably dispense with three or four
agents, which will reduce both items
considerably. There are some agents
like Mr.Dyke, whom we must keep.

Ma. POPE said that he was inform-
ed that certain agents drew $4 a day
for travelling expenses, all the time,
and when they were not travelling.

(16,&y 2, 1878.]uFply-
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MR. CARTWRIGHT said that the
number seemed to show that this could
not be the case with all of them.

Ma. BUNSTER said he would like
to know whether any emigrants were
sent out to British Columbia under
this system.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said that the
great expense which the trip would
require militated against that Province
in this respect. -He was afraid that
only those who were induced to come
over, owing to the information dis-
tributed concerning this Province,
went to that section of the country.

MR. LANGEVIN said that the item
of $20,000 for health purposes might
very properly be struck out. We were
not on the eve of an epidemic. When
the revenue was contracted, this vote
might be applied to some more useful
pur pose. The expense in connection
with the immigration agencies could
also be largely reduced. The expenses
of the Department were equally as
great as when large numbers of people
were brought across. He objected to
the numbers of agents who were in
Great Britain and on the continent,
doing nothing but, as had been stated,
writing articles for the newspapers.
The expenditure of the Department,
as it was operated at present, could
not be defended. He invited the
Ministry to a serious consideration
whether there could not be some re-
duction which would be a real saving
to the country.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT admitted that
if the results of the coming year's
operations were not more satisfactory
than latterly, the Government would
be justified in reducing the estimates
for salaries of travelling agents and
travelling expenses. The Minister
was unwilling to do this until after the
present season had been tested.

MR. POPE said that the immigra-
tion was only one-third of what it had
been previously.

Ma. PLUMB admitted the necessity
of affording information as to the
country, but believe it could be more
judiciously and economically effected.

ME. CURRIEft was glad that there
was a possibility that the s:rvices of

Ma. POPE.

travelling agents would be done awaywith. -He advised that something be
done to send away to our western
country those now residing amongst
us who had no means of procuring
a livelihood.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that would
be impracticable. Moreover, he thought
that more people were already going
to Manitoba than would find it to
their advantage to stay there.

MR. TROW objected to any redue-
tions maintaining the necessity of
making Canada and its territories
known to the people of Europe.

MR. POPE said ho would give the
Government all the assistance in his
power to conduct the work of the De.
partment, but he wished it to be done
with efficiency and economy.

Resolution agreed to.
On Resolution 66,

MR. MITCHELL moved 'in amend-
ment :-

" That in view of the present financial
condition of the country, it is desirable to re-
duce the expenses of the Militia Staff, by
striking out the amounts of $14,400 and
$6,000 provided in the said resolution for
12 District Adjutants General, with their
allowances, as well as the sum of $6,600 pro.
vided for 12 District Paymasters ;" which
was negatived on a division.

Ma. JONES (Halifax) said there
must be such officers as these, but it
was possible that the districts might bc
reduced and in that way some economY
might be obtained; but at the present
moment, when they hardly knew
what position the country might be
called upon to assume, it would not be
wise to deprive the country of the
means of having a sufficient number of
officers in case the militia should be
required.

Ma. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) urged
the Government not to reduce the pay
of officers of the militia, and insisted
that they should take care the militia
were paid when called out to aid the
civil powers.

Ma. ROSS (Prince Edward) trusted
that next year there might be a reduc-
tion in the direction proposed.

[COMMONS.] Concurrence.
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Ma. BECILAIRD said 'he believed
that in thé rural districts there was no
practical result for this expenditure of
money, many of the volunteers being
nere boys. He, therefore, trusted
that next year the Government would
seriously consider the subject of a re-
duction. He believed it would be pre-
ferable to spend the money in training
volunteers concentrated in large
centres.

Ma. JONES (Halifax) said the sub-
Ject had already engaged the attention
of Parliament, but thero was some.
difficulty in dealing with the question,
because, naturally the people in the
rural districts felt that they had as
mueh right to contribute their quota
as the people in the more populous
centres. He admitted there was great
force in the remarks of the hon. gen-
tlemen, and, no doubt, the result would
be in accordance with what bis hon.
friend had tsuggested, which ho
confessed was also bis own view.
It was, however, a matter which must
be dealt with gradually.

MR. HUNTINGTON, as represent-
ing a rural constituiency, said that in
his own county and district were some
of the finest bodies of militia in the
Dominion.

MR. SCRIVER said ho believed there
could be a reduction in district staffs,
but he held that upon the frontier
there were some most efficient corps.

MR. BROWN advocated a reduction
of the brigade staff ani said there
were new rumours of Fenians drilling
on the other side and of war in the
East, but as the hon. the Minister of
Militia was vigorous and efficient,
and had put the office in botter order
than ho had seen it in for agreat many
years, if ever before, he was willing to
leave the matter in the hands of the
hon. gentleman. He knew that when
the hon. gentleman examined into the
natter and saw the waste of money in
that direction, ho would concentrate
the business at the general head-quar-
tors and reduce the number in outly-
ing districts. It was necessary to have
two officers, a paymaster and a store-
keeper in every district.

Ma. BOWELL said ho was rather
surprised that the hon. member for

149j

West Hastings had adopted the opi-
nions expressed by the present Min-
irter of Militia. That this hon. gentle-
man was not an efficient departmental
officer ho did not pretend to say, as it
had not been bis good fortune to come
in contact with the hon. gentleman in
that respect; but when the hon. gentle-
man expressed an opinion in accord
with that of the hon. member for
Iberville, that it would be well to dis-
band the volunteer companies raised
in the rural districts, and confine the
battalions to the city volunteer force,
it struck him (Mr. Bowell) that this
was not a step in the right direc-
tion, and as to the hon. member
for West Hastings, whose battalion
he did not hesitate to say, was
one, as good as any, if not one of
the best in the country, if the sug-
gestion of the hon. the Minister of
Militia was carried into practice, this
fine battalion would dwindle into one
company,for only one company was in
a town; the others were formed in
rural sections ; and this was as fine a
body of men as was to be found in
Canada. lie (Mr. Bowell) totally dis-
sented from the opinions expressed by
the hon. member for Iberville, and alseo
the hon. the Minister of Militia on this
point ; and for once he was happy to
say that ho was in accord with the
opinions of the hon. the Postmaster-
General. He had corne to this con-
clusion, and it was an opinion which he
had expressed, not only on the floor of
this House, but also in other loealities,
that the best mon brought into the field,
and best battalions that were placed
in camp and brigade, and the men who
obtained the greatest proficiency in
the shortest length of time, belonged
to the ruril companies. This had
been bis experience duriig 10 or 15
years connection with the volunteer
force; but whether this was the case at
Halifax, or whether it had come under
the eye of the Minister of Militia. he
did not know. In Ontario, however,
ho was sure in saying that such was the
fact; and he was very glad to hear the
remarks made by the hon. member for
Huntingdon, when ho called attention
to the efficient volunteer force alon
the frontier in the counties from whiet
the hon. gentleman came ; and it was
just so in other sections of the country.

Su'pply- [MAr 2, 1878.]
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Hle was not prepared to support,
although most hon, gentlemen knew
what his opinion on the staff question
had been for the last 10 years,the motion
as proposed by the hon. member for
Northumberland. There must be te
Deputy Adjutants-General and the
Brigade Majors retained or the Brigade
Majors must be dispensed with and the
Deputy Adjutants General retained. It
was better to retain the latter and to do
away with the former, in accordance
with therecommendation made by the
Adjutant-General in bis reports in
1866, 1875 and 1877. He had no doubt
that the hon. the Minister of Militia
had given this matter h is attention ;
and if ho turned the report made by
the Major-General in 1875 ho would
find that ho spoke of this very
staff in this way. Very few, however,
of tho recommendations of this officer
had been carried out by the Ministers
of Militia in the past, and from the ex-
pression of opinion made by the bon.
the Minister of Militia during the dis-
cussion on the estimates on this ques-
tion, in which the hon. gentleman ex-
pressed opinions in accord in great
measure, and in fact on every point,
with those advanced ol that side of the
House in connoction with this ques-
tion, if the hon. gentleman remained in
office another year and met the new
Parliament next year, and would corne
down with some scheme by which the
views whiah te hon. gentleman had
expressed, and which ho believed were
shared in by the vast majority of the
volunteer force in this country-would
would be put into operation, the hon.
gentleman would be supported in the
House. The .Major-General, in 1875,
said that some dirtricts. were over-
stocked with membors of the staff,
many of whom held positions which
had been almost sinecures for three or
four years. This was rather strong
language, coming from the Major-
General, whose special duty was to
look after this department. This offi-
cer suggested that the brigade staff
should be abolished; and, after calling
attention to the fact, said that a con-
siderable reduction would leave ample
and to spare for general purposes,
giving those left a more active lite, and
impressing them with more respon-
sibility, and leaving room for the

MR. EOWELL.

temporary training of intelligent
young officers, soldiers at least, to act
on the brigade staff and in camp ex-
ercise. Some members of the brigade
staff had slight qualifications and some
were unsuited for the position. The
year following, as they knew, a slight
reduction was made in the staff, but
only two or three brigade majors were
struck off, leaving, as this officer said
in his last report, eleven brigade ma-
jors; and the small roduction of two
or three which had been made had re-
sulted in good instead of the reverse.
When the next item, concerning brig.
ade majors, was brought up, if the
hon. member for Northumberland
would move that it be struck out, be
would be most bappy to vote in favour
of the proposition, because he believed
and ho now repeated what ho had otten
said, that the less the number of the
staff in the different districts, the
greater the efficiency of the force
would be. The force would be in a
botter state of organization when there
were a les number of those officers in
the different localities. The pay-
masters might as well b dispensed
with during the time of peace, as they
did nothing except draw thoir noney
and the travelling expenses connected
with the office. Their duties could be
performed from head-quarters as well
as by having a salaried officer receiv-
ing $600 a year and expenses; and
they could do without this officer in
each district. He was quite sure that
if the hon. the Minister of Militia
would give his attention to this matter,
ho would find that when this item
came down, he need not make provi-
sion for those who held these offices,
and he could make a very large
reduction in this particular item itself
He had, however, no objection to this
amount of money being spent. if
the 620,000 were struck off for
this purpose and given to the
men, he would not object, il'
order to make the different battal-
ions more efficient and general satis
faction; and the result would then be
what it ought to be with regard to the
expenditure of this money.

MR. JONES (Halifax) said he was
afraid the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Bowell) had not understood what he
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had said in reply to the hon. member
for Iberville. He was drawing the
attention of the House to the fact that
a good many rural companies were
not in a thorough state of organization.
If the bon. gentleman referred to the
report of the Lieutenant-General, he
would observe that ho had drawn the
attention of the Government on several
occasions to that point, and ho (fir.
Jones) did not hesitate to say that
whenever the Lieutenant General had
recommended any company in the
rural districts or cities to be disbanded,
ho had always given his assent to it.
The hon. gentleman would remember,
perhaps if he referred to the report of
last year, that this officer had recoin-
mcnded the disbandment of several
batteries of artillery, and this was at
once done; and ho (Mir. Jones) had
always endeavored, since ho was in
office to carry out, as far as possible
the recommendations of this officer,
who, however, sometimes merely made
recommendations regarding the ex-
penditure of money, which it was not
always possible to carry out. The
hon. gentleman would remember the
recommendation made with regard to
promotion, to the Prescott Branch for
tive years service in one rank. He
had agreed with the Lieutenant-Gén-
eral, and this alteration was made.
Several alterations had also been.
effected in accordance with the Lieut-
enant.General's report, and several
companies in the cities, and rural dis-
tricts had been disbanded in conse-
quence of their inefficient state. He
would at once say, that there was not
the slightest intention of disbanding
any Company in the rural districts as
long as they maintained their organ-
ization; and the hon. gentleman would
see that it would be contrary to the
discipline of the Force to maintain
any company, either in the cities or
rural districts, merely for local con-
siderations ; if they were not in an
efficient state of organization. lie
quite agreed with what the hon.
gentleman said with regard to the
ùlaterial which the rural districts
supplied. This was very superior to
the material furnished by cities, the
formiier were a much botter class of
nen, a:nd ho said so without any disre-

spect fr the cities, and in this respect

the rural companies were very desira-
ble. He had merely given the opinion
with reference to companies that the
LieutenantGeneral had expressed, and
as the companies were disbanded they
were distributed over the Dominion
where most needed. As the hon.
gentleman was aware, by law there
could only be so many in the Force,
and of those disbanded here, one was
allowed to Manitoba, one to British
Columbia, and two to Quebec; and, as
the Minister of Agriculture of the On-
tario Government was very anxious
that the schools of agriculture should
have military training, and had offered
that if the Government would supply
the ammunition and arms they would
pay for the instruction, this Govern-
ment thought it desirable that such a
body of fine young men as attended
this school should receive military
training, because they would be dis-
persed over the Province, and through-
out the Dominion, carrying with them
the information. This request was
therefore conplied with.

Smt JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he was glad that the hon. the Minister
of Militia had made this explanation,
because it would sound very strangely
if ho was understood to express an
opinion against the continued keeping
up of the military force by the sons of
the soil who had to defend the soil.
He need not add a word to what had
just now been so gracefally uttered by
the hon. the Minister of Militia, and
by the hon. memtber for North Hast-
ings, as to the superiority of the rural
population, in physique, over the
towns people, while they were the
equal of the latter in intelligence; and
it would be, to the last degree, im-
proper and inexpedient to diminish
the military spirit which prevailed in
this country. On the contrary, it
sbould be encouraged, as we had no
regular force. We must look to the
volunteer force, and to the order and
military spirit of our young men, who
were very glad to serve. He hoped
that his hon. friend from Northumber-
land would not press his motion for
the reasons given. He was inclined
to believe, and indeed he did believe,
that the staff was too large. The hon.
the Minister of Militia might not re-
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nember, as it was long before his time,
that this system was adopted. This
was done when the militia was organ-
ized at a time of supposed danger, and
on the recommendation of an officer of
greatexperience who was out especially
from England, to organize our militia,
and prepare it in case of war. He re-
ferred to the present Lieut.-General
Macdougall at Halifax. This officer
thought it was of the first importance
to divide the country into military
districts, and to have a staff. Of course
the members of the Government of the
day being laymen, were obliged, and
very properly, to yield largely to his
recommendations. Experience, had
shown, however, he thought, that one
did not want all these district Deputy
AdjutantGenerals and Brigade Majors;
and certainly the duties of the pay-
masters could be well performed by
some Civil se vants, or by Customs or
Excise officers, or some officer which
the Government had in every military
district. The officers of the different
corps might save the pay-masters' sal-
aries altogether. He did not know that
it was desirable to press the point re-
garding the brigade majors. They had
a strong opinion by the Lieutenant
General and also by the hon. the Min-
ister of Militia, to the effect that a con-
siderable expenditure could be saved
in this direction; the only question
that now arose was whether it would
be well to reduce the staff under pre
sent exigencies, and the possible com-
plications that might take place. le
did not suppose that the efficiency of
the service woiild be affected by the
discharge of the brigade majors; but he
did not think it would look well in the
English press to be cutting down ex-
penditure in this regard at the present
time. He considered that the English
staff-system should be introduced here.
And he thought that the hon. the Min-
ister of Militia would. express concur-
rence with that idea. We had a number
of staff olflcers appointed for life, and
who lad not made themselves acquaint-
ed with the new drill, training and dis-
cipline, and the last system of tactics.
They were old fogies, to use a com mon
expression,without any disrespect; and
these gentlemen could not be consid-
ered men who would keep up our
volunteers to the present standard,

SIR foHN A. MAcDONALD.

which late events in Europe, lad
sbown was absolutely necessary to now
have an efficient force. Staff appoint.
ments only continued for five
years, no matter what an officer's
abilities might be ; and at the end of
this period he had to rejoin bis regi-
ment or be transferred to another
branch of the military service, and new
men were brought in fresh from the
field and from study, so that the whole
staff was kept up in a state of effi-
ciency. There was this difficulty here,
however, which did not exist in Eng-
land; such an officer there stili re-
mained on the staff, while we had no
such alternative here. H e did not
know how this was to be cured, but it
ought to be cured. It was the busi-
ness of the hon. the Minister of Militia
to take up this point. The army was
not made for these gentlemen, but
these gentlemen for the army.

MR. ITCHELL said that every
gentleman who had spoken on this
subject had admitted the necessity of a
reduction of the staff. Under the cir-
eumstances, however, he would not
press bis motion to a vote, but allow it
to be lost on the division. A general
impression had been created from his
remarks the other day that he desired,
in some way or other, to do away with
the volunteer force. H1e wished to
place on record that he desired to do
nothing of the kind, but when a mil-
lion was appropriated for the mainten-
ance of this service, ho did not wish it
to be squandered, but to have more of
it given to the mon who really did the
work, and to eliminate and cut out the
useless staff officers who were not re-
quired. Hé trusted that he had set
himself right on this point. He would
not like to see this country without a
volunteer force, but when there was no
actual necessity for extra officers, their
number should be kept down, and the
expenditure should be reserved for the
payment of the men and the mainten-
ance of the officers who were actuallY
required for the due administration of
the affairs of this particular service.
The hon. member for West Middlesex
had stated that he would leave this
matter in the hands of the hon. Minis-
ter of Militia, as ho was a young Mi-
ister and been but a short time in the
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service; but the way in which Minis-
ters had been changed during the last
few years, kept them young Min isters
all the time, and at this rate they would
never get any redress.

Motion negatived on division.

1R. MITCHELL said that he would
now propose a motion which he felt
bound to press to a division. His pre-
vious remarks applied equally to this
motion, and consequently he would not
take up the time of the House any
longer on this question. He moved :-

That the House do not concur in the
report, but that it be reselved that in the
present depressed condition of the country, it
is inadvisable to vote the entire sum of
e2O,oo for the brigade majors in the said
resolution."

Motion negatived on division.
It being six o'clock, the Speaker left

the Chair.

After Recess.

On Resolution 71,
In reply to Mr. LANGEVIN,
Ma. JONES (Halifax) said about the

same plan as was adopted last year
would be followed for the drilling of
voltinteers.

l answer to Mr. PoPE (Compton),
MR. JONES said the drill would not

be in camp, but at company head-
quarters iu the country, and at bat-
talion headquarters in cities.

Resolution agreed to.
On Resolution 73, Drill Sheds and

Rifle Ranges, 810,000,
MR. MITCHELL asked what it was

intended to do with the drill shed at
Montreal, which was in a most discred-
itable condition.

MR. JONES said that the Govern-
ment had advanced 812,000 for the
construction of a drill shed, which,
now that the roof of the drill shed had
fallen in, the Government had called
On the City to repair or return the
money. The corps in that city were
already suffering, and he was glad to
see that the subject was receiving the
attention of the Council.

IResolution agreed to.

On resolution 75, Military College
$50,000,

MR. MITCHELL moved, in amend-
ment, that the item be not now con-
curred in, but that it be resolved that,
in the present depressed condition of
the country, it is inadvisable to vote so
large a sum as $50,000 for the support
and maintenance of a Military Col-
lege.

Ma. JCNES (Halifax) said if the
hon. gentleman had moved against the
Militaiy College at all, it might be un-
derstood what he meant But ho did
not say by how much the item should
be reduced. The policy of having such
an institution had already been pro-
nounced upon by the House. The
College was doing good work, and it
could not be efficiently maintained for
less than the sum now asked. He
thought that the hon. gentleman
should endeavour rather to perfect the
system than to try to hamper it by
such a motion.

Ma. KIRKPATIRICK said it was un-
fortunate that the member for Nor-
thumberland had not indicated where
extravagarce existed. If ho objected
to the principle of the College, he
should have taken exception to its
establishment. The College had been
well established, and would make our
native officers equal to any that we
could import. The money was, he be-
lieved, well expended, and the country
would reap great benefit from it. le
hoped the hon. gentleman would with-
draw his amendment.

Ma. ROSS (Prince Edward) ex-
pressed his intention of supporting the
College, and especially at a time when
the Mother Country might require
support. He knew the hon. member
for Northumberland would be among
the first to show devotion to Eng-
land.

Ma. LANGEVIN supported the vote,
and said that the Military College
should be maintained; it should be
rendered more accessible to young
French Canadians. He emphasized
the value of non-commissioned offloors,
contending that some measure should
be adopted by which a certain number
of such officers should be turned out
every year.
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Ma. JONES (South;Leeds) said that
instructions were given in the Military
College, not only to the higher grade of-
ficers, but to non-commissioned officers
as well. Hge thought, while the mem-
ber for Northumberland had his hand
in, he might as well moie to abolish
the militia system altogetiher. He
would find few, however, to support
him in such a movement.

Ma. ROBINSON said that, knowing
the pluck and gallantry of the militia,
he intended te support that body. He
hoped Canada would not make the mis-
take the Americars did, when they
made raids upon their militaryschools
and colleges just before the Bouthern
troubles came on. This country sbould
be always on the alert, and the militia
should be well supported and encour-
aged. In conclusion, he urged the
appointment of District Instructors in
Musketry.

MR. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
strongly approved of the maintenance
of a military college, especially as lie
learned, from those w ho knew of the
management of the institution at King-
ston, that it was most efliciently con-
ducted.

Ma. JONES (Halifax) said lie had
given orders for the wide distribution
of the new regulations as to instruc-
tions in the French language. He
agreed with the hon. gentleman as to
the importance of non-commissioned
officers, and hoped that, next year, a
vote would be taken which would in-
sure a larger number of them being
present for service.

Ma. MITCHIELL said the speeches
of hon. gentlemen around him remind-
ed him of the celebrated lines about
the Balaklava charge. There were
colonels to the right of him, colonels
to the left of him, colonels in front of
him, and colonels in rear of him, and
each gallant colonel he knew would
be down on him when lie proposed a
reduction in the military items. This
country could ill afford the expendi-
ture that was incurred in the support
of the Military College. it cost the
country $1,100 a year for each student,
and when the students came ont of the
College they were unfitted for the
ordinary business of life. There was a

Ma, LANGEVIN.

great deal too much money spent o,
staff officers, and while he did not like.
to see so many of them travelling
about the country at the country's ex.
pense, lie certainly would not impov-
erish the militia.

Question put, and motion negatived
on a division.

Resolution agreed to.
On resolution 178,
Ma. LANGEVIN said, for what

sebools was this item appropriated?,
and how was it expended last year?

MR. MILLS: I have the list made
out, but it is at my office. I will give
the hon. gentleman the information at
a subsequent period.

Ma. LANGEVIN: I must say I am
very unfortunate about this item.
The sanie thing occurred last year.

Resolution concurred in.
On Resolution 185,
MR. LANGEVIN said: Is this item

to pay the salaries of the officers ?
Ma. MILLS said this was appro-

priated last year for the expenses of
the Keewatin Council. The greater
portion of it was expended in the
maintenance of a central cordon, and
in regulations relating to the preven-
tien of the spread of small pox. In
fact this was a very small portion of
the expense incurred. They expected
this year to 'pay the expenses of the
Council, to make necessary ordinances
in the territory, to publish these or-
dinances, and to maintain order in the
territory.

Resolution concurred in.
On Resolution 186,
Ma. LANGEVIN said: Where are

these barracks being built? And what
has been done with the buildings at
Fort Pelly ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that these
buildings still remained in use he be-
lieved. This vote, as the hon.
gentleman would see 'was much too
small to provide for any considerable
expenditure. They meant to make
the men do as much of the work as Was
possible; the intention was to consi-
derably improve Fort McLeod, to
ereat some better buildings at ShOal
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Lake, and also to increase the accom-
modation at Fort Walsh, at Fort Kill-
derry and Fort Saskatchewan ; and' to
a certain extent at Swan River. These
were the places at which this money
was intended to be expended, and it
would go, ho believed, chiefly in pro-
viding materials which the men them-
selves were expected to put up.

Resolution concurred in.
On Rosolution 7R,
MB. MITCHELL said he had called

the attention of the House when in
Committee to the expenditure of the
MonDted Police, and to the very extra-
ordinary and very extravagant charges
connected with this service. He did
not desire in any way to cripple or
impair the efficiency of the service in
any way, but lie had arrived at a thor-
ough conclusion from carefully looking
over the accounts, and from having
had the fullest explanations which the
Government could give in this regard,
both in the Public Accounts Committee
and the House, that a very much
larger sum of money was spent in con-
nection with this service than the exi-
gencies of the service warranted. The
charges alone for the food of the 333
horses were enormous, and something
far beyond what, in his opinion, ought
to be expended in that country, where
it was represented that horses and cat-
tle could maintain themselves at all
seasons out of doors. He did not mean
to apply that herses which were daily
used could keep themselves in this
way, but for a great portion of the year
the horses could, for the most part,
find food for themselves, while the
small detachment required for service
could be fed in the stable. If, how-
ever, it was required to stall-feed the
horses the whole of the time, surely
this large number of mon might raise
some of their own oats, and cut and
cure some of the hay necessary for the
maintenance of their herses, and the
men might break up the land and sow
oats, as had been done by settlers who
had gone out west. A gentleman had
testified the other day that at one of
these posts a field of ton acres had been
broken up and used for the growth of
very good and valuable oats. There
wa8 ne reason why it should take
fromn 617,000 to $18,000, as the Public

Accounts showed, for horse feod. He
simply wished to record bis conviction
in tis regard and to ask the lonse te
adopt a resolution approving of the re-
duction of this vote to a sum which
would bé within reasonable propor-
tions, and whilst maintaining the force
in all its efficiency linmit the ex-
penditure te something of a more rea-
sonable character. He moved:

" That the House do not concur in the
resolution, ad that it be resolved :-' That
inasmuch as the expendituie for the main-
tainance of the Mounted Police seems to be
out of proportion to the requirements of the
service. it is desirous to reduce the sum from
$306,000 to $256,000.' "

MR. CARTWRIGHT said lie would
be very glad to accept the amendment
if lie could entsortain the slightest hope
that this service could be effectively
performed for the sum mentioned. He
was sorry te say that their exporience
during the past 3 or 4 years, although
it gave them some reason to believe
that the expenditure might ultimately
be reduced te a figure somothing like
this would net warrant them unless
they were able te reduce the numberof
the troopors, in hoping that any roduc-
tien could be made iii the vote asked
for. He was not surprised that the
vote was regarded as one of a formid-
able character; but they were unable
te continue the service in its present
proportions with loss. They had
tried te reduce the cost of oats which
was very large, but had been unsuccess-
ful. The Government was keenly (e-
sirous of reducing this expenditure,
but it was impossible. He could as-
sure the hon. gentleman that the men
were at present pretty hard worked
and se long as the duty devolved upon
them of watching the movements of the
hostile American Indians who had corne
into that country, ho could not hold
out much prospect ofthe number of the
force being red uced or of the expendi-
ture being diminished. It might pos-
sibly, to some extent, allay the fears of
the hon, gentleman that great extrava-
gence was manifested here if ho mon-
tioned that a regiment of English
Dragoons was said te cost about
£50,000 stg., while the rate was some-
thing like $750 for each horse and
man in this force. It had been found
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requisite to maintain the horses in good
condition to provide thein with oats,
and he was sorry to say that apparent-
]y nothing else would answer the pur-
pose. He thought, however, that in
course of another year or eighteen
months, the growth of settlements
around these posts would enable them
to supply themselves with oats, but
certainly this could not be done during
the current year. They could not
possibly reduce the force as matters
now stood, and under the circumstan-
ces, he thought that the hon. gentle-
man would not consider it necessary to
press his motion to a divison.

Ma. BLAKE said that when ho bad
charge of this force, he was very much
impressed with the notion of the hon.
gentleman, but experience proved that
ibe horses must have full rations of
oats. The horses of the country which
were grass fed, were used in relays or
changed frequently in long journeys.
Full rations had to be supplied daring
the whole season in which the force
might be used at all in'the dead of
winter. An attampt had been made
to raise oats by the mon, but the first
growth was destroyed by the grass-hop-
pers. Preparations were made for a
second attempt when he ceased bis
connection with the Department, but
what the result was ho knew not. He
found that the cost of maintaining the
United States troope in those western
out lying districts was even greater
man per man than the expenditure
which the Department was obliged to
ask the House to vote for this force.
Nevertheless, he entertained the hope
and confident expectation that the price
of cereals in that country would dimin-
ish by a reasnnable increase in the settie-
ment of it. This vote in accordance with
the hope held out by the hon. gen-
tleman, would be considerable reduced.

Ma. MITCHELL said he hoped his
hon. friend did not wish this House to
pass the expenditure for that service
upon the alleged plundering system
adopted in the United States with re-
spect to their Indian affairs.

Ma. BLAKE said he understood it
was the Indian that was plundered.

MR. MITCHELL: The plunder
comes out of the avowed cost of the
service.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT.

Ma. BLAK E: On the contrary,
that was reformed.' The Indian ser-
vice was now proposed to be commit-
ted to the military, in order to avoid
the plundering which took place under
civilians.

Amendment negatived on division.
Resolution concurred in.
On Resolution 90,
MR. LANGEVIN asked,with respect

to this item of $250,000 for the Gren-
ville Canal, whether there been an ex-
penditure made on this work during the
current year without an appropriation
from Parliament ?

Ma. MACKENZIE said there had
been an expenditure on this during the
last thrce months, but no money had
been paid out.

Ma. LANGEVIN said the hon. Min-
ister had stated when this item was
under consideration of the Committee,
that le had thought the Government
should take advantage of the low rates
of wages to go on with this work.

Ma. MACKENZIE: No. I said
there was a great cry for
labour, and I felt the Gov-
ernment would be justified in
commencing the work, trustin.g that
Parliament would furnish the money.
There has been no money expended,
but a certain amount of work has
been donc, which the Government ex-
pects to pay for under the esti-
mate.

Ma. LANGEVIN said the expendi-
ture had been incurred, and although
the money lad not been paid, it was a
liability of the Government, and, of
course, must be paid. He did not s&y
the object was not a laudable one, one
for the good of the labourers, but he
thought it against the law of Parlia-
ment that a liability of that kind,
without the authority of Parliament.
There were cases in which Govern-
ment might take the responsibility of
ineurring expenditure and rely On1
Parliament afterwards to sanction it.

This might be one of those cases, but
there should have been an application,
a Bill, laid before Parliament to in-
demnify the Government. He did not
wish to make a motion about it nOw to
censure the Government, but as guar-
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dians of the publie money they should,
ut all events, affirm the principle on
this occasion, that, although work may
be wanted and would likely be ratified
by Parliament, the vote should be ob-
ztined first.

Rosolution concurred in.

On Resolution 97,
Ma. L ANGEVIN asked, whether

auny repairs were to be made on the
fortifications at Lévis. le bad also
recoived a letter from Quebec urging
hi m to impress on the Government the
propriety of having the work doue by
contract. He could not too strongly
urge on the Government the propriety
of doing that.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the main
expenditure would be in Quebec, espe-
(ially in the eitadel, a small amount
would be expended at Lévis. though
there were defects in the fortification
there which would require to be re-
moved sooner or later.

Resolution concurred in.
On Resolution 104,
Mat. McCALLUM said he rose with

reference to the item for Har-
bours and Breakwaters in Ontario,
as he had not obtained a satis-
factory answer with respect to
it when it was being dis-
(ussed in Committee. He would be
the last man to oppose an estimate of
this kind, if it were in the interests of
the shipping of this country. When
iis pier was made, it would only be
ten miles from the Rondeau Harbour
and to put an amount in the Estimates
with the avowed purpose of making a
harbour 6f refuge was ridicilous. It
could not be justified that this should
be built, because there was a little pier
"Il the lake shore where the Govern-
muent had expended no money before,and which was simply in the interests
of a few private individuals, and which
was only ten miles from where there

as a good harbour, on which the
Government had expended a large
arnount. Further, it could not be inthe intereste of the people, because it
was only four miles from a railway
statiOn. There was no excuse what-
ever for this expenditure. The policy
of the Govern ment, as declared by

them when in Opposition, was to com-
mence no new works, to expend
nothing on local works. They were
selling their harbours, giving them
away for almost nothing. Another job
had corne to light. Last year there
was an appropriation of $7.500; why
was this not spent ? The Minister of
Public Works did not give a satisfac-
tory answer. There was another
$7,500 voted this year, which made
$ 15,000. It was said the township or
the municipality of Howard was to give
a certain amount towards this hai bour,
but the hon. the Minister of Publie
Works did not mention the arnount.
1e Lad in his possession a paper pub-
lished in that county, in whieh it ap-
peared the municipality of Howard
Lad been kind enough to give notice
that they would pass a by-law, to con-
tribute towards building said harbour
$2,500, and the amount coming to themr
from the municipal loan fund. The
Government said they were going to
build a harbaur on the lake shore for
the benefit of vessels. A little pier on
the lake shore might be called a bar-
bour, and it would suit very well as
long as the weather was fine. But the
moment the wind came from the south
or south-west, it would be useless. The
hon. the Minister of the Interior shakes
bis head in dissent. No doubt there
were people in that part of the country
for whom he would do all he could to
obtain this money, but he does not tell
this House why Le desires
to do so, nor condescend to
address the House on this matter.
The policy of the Government should
be to give value to the people for the
money expended, but they never could
get value for this expenditure. This
was only $15,000, but he desired to
know if the Government were going to
continue to spend money there, and
how much the township was going to
contribute towards building the har-
bour. He considered it would be
moncy entirely thrown away. Did
bis hon. f riend think Le could build a
harbour of refuge f here for $25,000, it
would take at least $200,000 to do it.
He moved:-

" That the said Resolution be not now
agreed to, but that it be referred back to the
Committee of the Whole House, with instruc-
tions that they have power to amend the
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eame by striking out the sum of $7,500
provided for Morpeth, Lake Erie,-the sai
expenditure not being in the interest of the
public."

Ma. MACKENZIE said ho had pre
viously given a very full explanation
in regard to this matter.

Question put and motion in amend-
ment negatived on a division.

In answer to Ma. McCRTHY,
MR. MACKENZIE said the work to

be done in the Collingwood Hlarbour
would bo done by contract.

Resolution concurred in.
On .Resolution 109,
MR. STEPIIENSON moved in

amendment:-

" That the said Resolution be not now
agreed to, but that it be re-committed for the
purpose of specifying the certain localities
and improvemense on which the aum of
$110,000 mentioned therein, shall beapplied,
so as not to leave so large a sum of ",Money
to be expended, at the mere will or whin of
the Executive, without appropriating the
sum as lar as possible tothe works approved
of by this House."

He said that a prinoiple was
in;7olved in this resolution, which
had been sustained on previous occa-
sions. He would probably not have
moved the resolution had ho received
satisfactory answers to the questions
which he had put early in the Session,
but ho found that there was now voted
for the improvement of navigable riv-
ers, $10,000; for dredging, $110,000 ;
and for miscellaneous, $70,000, to be
spent wherever required,making a total
of $190,000, in connection with which
there was no place named. He hoped
the Government would see fit to give
some explanation as to where the
money was to be expended.

MR. MACKENZIE said that for ob-
vious reasons it was impossi ble for the
Government to accept the amendment.
He had stated gencrally that the dredge
which the Government had on the
the lakes, which was now in Bayfield,
would be employed for the season
at the harbours where she was re-
quired-first at Kincardine. How long
it might take to clear the mouth of
Bayfield Harbour he did not know.
Then the work at Owen Sound and

MR. MCCALLUM.

Collingwood Harbours had to be exe.
cuted by their own dredge, or by hiring
another dredge. They hoped to accoma.
plish some work in the Bay of Quinte,
byhiring a dredge. It ws impossible
to say how much there was to do in
the Harbour of Belleville. An arbitrary
division of the vote would only have
this result, that they would come to
the end of a particular sum, at a point
where it would ho very inconvenient
and wrong to suspend the work. In re-
gard to the Lower Provinces, he had
stated that the dredge would go to Mira-
michi. When the small dredge Cape Bre-
ton finished ber work in Bayfield Har-
bour she would be sent to River John,
and possibly do some work at the rai-
way wharf, Pictou. Thence she wouli
probably go to Cheticamp on the west
coast of Cape Breton. If they could
obtain the services of another dredge
in Nova Scotia it would ho used in the
harbours along the coast in which the
large dredges could not work. It was
quite impossible for him to define the
amount that would ho spent in each
harbour. Experience had shown that
this was impossible. Every possible
detail was given. The only places
where they expected to do dredging by
contract were at Collingwood and in
the Bay of Quinté. The vessel had
been waiting until the ice left, to go to
Wood Island, Queens Co., Prince
Edward Island, and would thence go
to Grand River and probably to Cra-
paud Harbour. A division of the
moncy was quite impracticable.

MB. BLAKE said ho had not object-
ed to this item in this form when gen-
tlemen in whom he had no confidence
were in power, and ho certainly would
not object to it when gentlemen in
whom he had confidence held office.

Ma. BOWELL said if the question
came to vote the hon. member for
South Bi uce would vote against a
principle laid down by himself (Mr
Blake). This hon. gentleman hbd,
when in Opposition, moved a resOlu
tion against a similar vote for drainage
purposes. The principle ho ventUra
to say was about the same.

SiRa JOHN A. MACDONALD said
ho did not see any difference between
the principle laid down as to drainage
and dredging. There were preciselY
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the saie, both were for public im-

p-ovements, and if there should be a
control by Parliament of the expendi-
tare in the one instance there should
Ilso be in the other. No excuse could

be given for not proposing distinct
votes for this service. Any hydraulie
engineer who knew bis business could
niake the estimates required. The
real trouble was, it was non-convenient
for hon. gentlemen opposite to carry
out the principles which they advocat-
ed when in Opposition, and they had
the authority of the Premier for say-
ing that any public man who would
not carry ont in office the principles
avowed in Opposition was nothing bet-
ter than a demagogue.

MR. MACKENZIE: I hold that
now.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD saia
the hon. gentleman might say so and
if he said so of course he thought so,
but he thought that what the hon. gen-
tleman thought was evidently most er-
roneous. This *te was not for a small
ýum, it was fôri $110,000, and there
was no eartbly reason why the infor-
ination asked for could not be given,
not merely verbally, but placed on re-
(cord in the votes of the louse. The
<untry would and must believe that
the keeping of this sum en bloc was
done for the purpose of meeting poli-
tical exigences, and of sending these
dredges ut the riglit time to the right
place just before an election occurred
all of which in the expenditure of
public money was very pleasant to
the electors and the ministerial
candidate. The hon. gentleman
might as welI propose votes for
425,000,000 or $38,000,000 and vote
them en bloc in that detail, saying:
" We will settle that and divide the
money ourselves, and arrange things
as a paternal Government should."
This was simply the proposition made,
and it was directly setting aside the
principle that Parliament should have
complete and specific control over the
expenditure of public money. He
hoped lis that hon. friend would press
the resolution.

MR. MACKENZIE said that if the
hon. gentleman bad been in the House
when he made bis explanations, ho
(Sir John A. Macdonald) would have

made a differeut speech. He had no
objection, however, to again go over
bis explanations. This sum was to be
almost entirely spent in the payment
of wages, and the expenses of their
own vessels.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
greater neod of a check.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the hop.
gentleman was playing the worst part
of the character he had mentioned a
a few minutes ago. When the hon.
zentleman spoke he oily manifested
his own utter ignorance of the subject
he treated.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONAGl) said
he was very much obliged to the
courtesy of the bon. gentleman, who
had been trying to restrain his natural
disposition durng the last few weeks,
and had consequently got along pretty
well ; but if the hon. gentleman wish-
ed to get away from here soon
ho had botter not return to Lis old
nanner. Any hydraulic engincer
could supply the estimates required.
and this was incontrovertible. The
depth of the places to be dredged was
known, and the extent of the work
done, and the question at issue was
one of simple calculation. Any unfore-
seen expenses could be met irrespec-
tive of this vote.

Ma. CARrWRIGHIT said that this
vote in 18;0-71 was for a lump sum
$30 000, also, and in 1872-73, amount
$30,000, and also in 1873-74, amount
$55,000. To the best of his recollec-
tion the then Opposition had not ob-
jected to this mode of voting this
money. He personally knew that it
was extremely difficult to form ac-
curate estimates in taiis relation, from
expenditures made in his neighbour-
hood. Whenever practicable ho agreed
with the hon. gentleman that it was
extremoly desirable to give these de-
tails. It might, however, be desirable
in future Sessions to endeavor to pro-
cure the vote somewhat more in detail,
but ho did not think that anything
would be gained by it.

Ma. McCALLUM said that the ex-
planation appeared to him to be very
lame. If it was desired to ascertain
the amount of money that was to be
expended in each harbour, certainly
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an engineer could tell the number of
yards to be removed in each harbour,
and hon. gentlemen opposite ought to
know the expense per day of each
dredge, and also the number of yards
per day that each dredge would be
able to remove, so that it was no trou-
ble at all to get at the time roquired to
remove a certain number of yards, if
it was desirable to do it; but hon. gen-
tlemen opposite, of course, were going
back on their record, and the excuse
given for this by the bon. member for
South Bruce was this: the hon. gen-
tlemen said he had confidence in Lis
Government.

MR. BLAKE: No.

MR. McCALLTTM: But this is not
an excuse.

Ma. BLAKE: I stated that this
vote, for several years, was made in the
same form by a gentleman in whom I
Lad no confidence, and I did not op-
pose it. I thought that this was not
an objectionable form for this particu-
lar vote ; and, certainly, I am nct now
going to oppose it when asked for by
gentlemen in whom I have confidence.

MR. McCALLUM: The hon. gentle-
man was against this thing befere.
His own resolution had even been
quoted here, The hon. gentleman
voted for a resolution similar to the
one now before the House, as he un-
derstood it; and the hon. gentleman
gave, as his reason for Lis course to-
night, that it was because it was pro-
posed by a Government in whom he
had confidence. le drew the infer-
ence-and certainly it was a fair infer-
ence to draw-that because the hon.
gentleman had confidence in this Gov-
ernment, he was willing to vote any
amount of money they might ask for
on trust.

MR. BLAKE: No.

MR. McCALLUM said he could see
no other way of looking at the ques-
tion, by anyone who judged of it dis-
passionately. He would be very sorry
to judge a Government in that way;
and to vote an amount of money,
whether he had confidence in the Gov-
ornment or not, without receiving
proper explanations about it. He
would be very sorry to so vote money,

MÀ. MCCALLUX.

even to be expended in his owlI
locality. But the bon. tho Minister
of Publie Works had told hin, a
few minutes ago, that he (Mr.
McCallum) should not oppose the
waste and the extravagant use of pub.
lie money, because the former Govern.
ment of this country had thought it
was their policy and duty in the
interests of the country to spend a
large amount of money on the Welland
Canal where he happened to reside,
and had thought to do so before he
went to reside there; and this i'as
given as an excuse and as a reason
why Le should not, in doing what lie
considered was his duty to the people
of the country, raise bis voice against
the extravagant and wasteful use of
the people's money. le could assure
the hon. gentleman that Le did not
wish to be offensive; but it would take
more argument and browbeating than
was shown by these lion. gentlemen
opposite to put him down in this
liuse. He intended to do his duty,
and if the hon. gentlegn thought he
could put him (Mr. McCallum) down,
and prevent him from expressing his
opinions in this House, the hon. gen-
tleman would find himself very much
mistaken.

Ma. BOWELL: The amounts spent
in the Bay of Quinté were mentioned
in the Estimates: Belleville, $10,000 ;
Napanee, $5,000; and Trenton so
much.

Mi. CARTWRIGHT: Wherever the
municipality subscribes, we put in the
amounts. The Government supple-
mented the vote mentioned, but the
general dredging vote is never divided.

Ma. LANGEVIN said the bon. the
Minister of Finance had remarked
that this item in 1871-2-3-4 hqd
appeared, and that the items were
$30,000 for one year and $50,000 for
another. The hon. gentleman must
see that this service had been increased
very much; and that a statement as
demanded might fairly be laid before
the House in order that they might
know the exact employment of this
sum.

MR. MACKENZIE I would be very
glad to do so.

(CO'MUONB.] Concurrence.
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MR. LANGEVIN: That was done
verbally.

Mi. KIRKPATRICK pointed out
that the whole of the House had not
the same confidence in the Adminis-
tration that the hon. member for South
Bruce had. The granting of this large
sum of money withont details was
placing a great deal of power in the
hands of the Government, and it was a
pity the hon. member for South Bruce
drew such a distinction between his
principles in Opposition and his prin-
ciples as the supporter of an Adminis-
tration.

Ma. MILLS said the prineiple was
not applicable to this case, because of
the difficulties of dredging.

Ma. PLUMB said it was evident an
item of this kind could be used for
specifie and partial purposes, and the
Opposition were, therefore, justified in
scrutinizing it. If hon. gentlemen re-
jected the amendment they would
have to take the responsibility of it.

Question put, and motion in amend-
ment (Mr. Stephenson) negatived on the
following division :-

YzEs:
Messieurs.

Benoit, McMillan,
Bolduc, McCallumY
Bowell, McCarthy
Cameron, McQuade,
Caron, Méthot
Costigan, Monteith,
Curner, Mon tplaisir,
Cuthbern, Mousseau,
Daoust, Orton,
Farrow, OuimetFerguson, Plumb,
Gibbs (South Ontario) Rochester,
Gill, Roy,Ilarwood, Ryan.
Jones (South Leeds), Steplienson,Kirkpatrick, Thompson (Cariboo)
Langevin, Wallace(South Norfolk)
Lanthier, White (East Hastings),Little, White (North Renfrew),
Macdonald (Kingston) Wright (Pontiac)-40.

Appleby,
Bain,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Bertram
Big ar,

re,orden,
Ba 

Messieurs.
Jones (Halifax),
Kerr,
KilIam,
Laflamme,
LajOIP,
Landerkin,
Langlois,
Laurier,
Macdouga!1 (East

Elgin)>,

Brouse,
Brown,
Buell,
Burpee (St. John),
Burpee Siunbury),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Cheval,
Christie,
C hurch,
Coffin,
Cook,
Delorme,
Devlin,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes.
Galbraith,
Geoffrion,
Gillies,
Gillmor,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Gathrie,
Hagar,
Higinbotham,
Horton,
Irving,
Jetté,

McDougall (East
Renfrew),

MacKay (Cape Breton),
Mackenzie,
McGraney,
McGregor,
McIntyre,
MIcNabY
Malouin,
Mills,
Norris,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Perry,
Ray,
Richard,
Ross (West Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward),
Rymal,
Scatcherd,
Scriver,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Selkirk),
Smith (Westmoreland),
St. Jean,
Taschereau,
Thompson (Haldimaud)
Trow.
Wal!ace (Albert),
Wood,
Young.-86.

On Resolution 197, Salaries and Con-
tingencies of Canal officers, $32,020,

Ma. McCALLUM said he thought
superintendents should have the ap-
pointment of ail their officers. Ie knew
cases where men had been appointed
against the Superintendent's recom-
mendations. The staff and repairs bad
cost in 1869, $76,383 ; in 1870, $81,793 ;
1871, $100,749; 1872, $92,164; 1873,
$92,013; 1874, $110,932 ; 1875, $154,-
632; 1876, $141,134; 1877, $109,742;
and this year $114,359, an increase of
$170,73 1, in the five last years, as com-
pared with 1873. In all these cases ho
was referring to the date of the Public
Accounts laid before Parliament. The
increase of the staff was owing to pres-
sure being brought upon the Govorn-
ment, and would not have taken place,
if left to the Superintendents. In 1869,
the staff alone on the Welland Canal
cost $40,178; 1870, $39,060; 1871,
$40,340; 1872, $42,382; 1873, $37,085;
1874, $45,382; 1875, $50,960 ; 1876,
$52,595; 1877, $53,212 and by the
Public Accounts laid before the House
in 1878, $59,916 ; shewing a total in-
crease in five years of $76,438, as corn-
pared with 1873, and in the year 1878.
an increase of $22,931 over 1873. He
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wanted every man to have a full day's
pay for a full day's work, but lie did
not want to end three men to do the
work of two. It was said that the pre-
fent Government were economizing,
but he knew where an officer used to
discharge a duty without an assistant
for $2,166 a year, the present man was
getting $4,600 a year.

MR. MACKENZIE: Who is that?
MR. McCALLUM: The officer I

speak of is the late Thomas Adans.
MR. MACKENZIE: But who is the

present one getting $4,600.
. MR. McCALLUM: R D. Dunn, pay-

master on the Canal. That appears in
the Public Accounts.

MR. MACKENZIE: That is not cor-
rect. There is no person getting that
salary there.

MR. McCALLU M: It is So laid down
in the Publie Accounts. Of course, he
is a good officer, and 1 have no fault to
find with him.

MR. MACKENZIE: Mr. Dunns' salary
is $1,500. Ho is paid $4,608 for allow-
ances and salaries to the lock-masters
-on the Canal.

MR. McCALLUM said he was very
glad to receive the information, but it
did not change the result. The aver-
age expenses of the staff on the Wel-
land Canal had increased over 50 per
cent.

Ma. MACKENZIE said R. D. Dunn
was the paymaster, and the sum was
allowed him for payments of House
rent. His salary was $1,500. le
was not aware that there was an ex-
cessive salary paid to any person on
the Canal, and be was not aware of any
political pressure being used over any
lockmaster, or any one else on the
Canal. As a rule Mr. Bodwell appoint-
ed all lockmasters, and referred the
appointment to the Department at
Ottawa for confirmation ; aild unless
there was some reason against it, the
.appointment was usually conârmed.

Mit. BOWELL said a large number
f vessel owners had petitioned for the

removal of Mr. Cameron. About 50
petitioned for his removal and recom-
miended the appointment of Mr. Car-
ter, and about 100 other vessel owners

MR. McCALLUM.

had recommended the retention of
Mr. Cameron. Mr. Bodwell reported
that the petition for Mr. Cameron's
removal was principally from
vessel owners who had trans-
gressed the laws, and whoma he
had fined, and ho recommended
that Mr. Cameron should be retained.
Nevertheless, this officer was removed
and Carter put in his position; and
the letter or letters recommending
Carter had been lost or mislaid. They
were not in the papers. He did knoiv
anything about Carter's tugs, though
this man might be a tug owner. It
struck him as singular that the Minis.
ter whose memory was usually so good
should have forgotten these facts.

Ma. MACKENZIE said ho had
merely brought down the papers. He,
however, recollected very well the
name and the change made, but he had
no recollection of the precise circum-
stances, save that Carter was charged
with being an owner of tugs.

Ma. McCALLUM said that Carter
was a firstrate officer, also Hlamilton,
The former was a good appointment.
Hamilton was not discharged, but the
duties which this man formerly did
were now divided between the two.
This office was uselessly created for
Carter's benefit.

Resolution concurred in.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

MR. MACKENZIE delivered a Mes-
sage from His Excellency the Gover-
nor-General, which was read, by Mr.
SPEAKER, and is as follows:

"Duf'erin.

"The Governor-General transmits to tbe
House of* Comnions, copies of a correspon-
dence which bas passed with Ber Majesty's
Government respecting the inclusion within
the Boundaries of the Dominion of Terri.
tories on the North American Continent.
"GOVERNMENT flousE,

"OTTAW, 2nd May, 1878."

SEOND EADING.

The following Bills were severally
read the second time :-

Bill No. 77.-An Act for the better
prevention of crimes of violence in oer
tain parts of Canada, until the end of
the next Session of Parliament.-Mr.
Mackenzie.
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Bill No. 68.-An Act to amend the
Act, chapter 1lth, 38th. Victoria, inti-
tuled: " An Act to establish a Supreme
Court and a Court of Exchequer for the
Dominion of Canada.-Mr. Lafamme.

Bill No. 75.-An Act respecting the
traffl in intoxicating liquors (from the
Senate.)-Mr. Mackenzie.

Ma. MACKENZIE moved that Bill
No. 77 be referred to a Select Com-
mitttee composed of Messrs. Blake,
McCarthy, Laflamme, Jetté, Devlin,
Langevin and Kirkpatrick.

House adjourned at
Forty minutes after

Twelve o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 3rd May, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERS

PRINTING COMMITTEE.

MOTION TO ADOPT REPORT.

MR. ROSS (West Middlesex) said he
moved the adoption of the 6th and 7th
Report of the Printing Committee.
The Committee had reconsidered the
matter, but the only change they
would recommend was that additional
French and English journals should be
furnished to members who spoke both
languages.

MR. LANGEVIN said that they
vould, under this report, be supplied

with only one coy of the Votes and
Proceedings of ublic Bills and of
Private Bills. This was unreasonable.
It was economy carried to such a
degrco that it became a nuisance.
They desired to send copies to their
eonstituents, and often to obtain advice
oh matters of importance that came
before the Blouse. Under this regula-
tion, such a course would be impossi-
ble. The newspapers could not give
al the details respecting measures that
Were considered in Parliament. They
would DOW only have two copies of
departmental reports, one in English
and the other in French, and the

150

Freach miembers required them both.
The extra cost for printing additionaI
copies was very slight, and he hopôd
that the House would not adopt the
report.

Mit. ROSS said that the hon. mem-
ber was labouring under a misappre-
hension. The newspapers, after all,
gave all the information which the
general public obtained on these points.
It would be utterly impossible to pub-
lish a sufficient number of these docu-
ments to enable them to be sent to all
their constituents. The expenditure
this would require would be enormous,
and would not be authorized. The
newspapers would hereafter receive
copies of all these documents, and the
reduction in the number cf depart-
mental reports was only from 4 to 2,
not a very serious matter. The print-
ing expenses were growing rapidly,
and this Session it would be increased
from 86,000 to $8,000 in the publica-
tion of the Report of the Fishery Com-
mission. The recommendations of the
Committee would effect a saving of
from $12,000 to $14,000, and he trusted
that the report would be sustained.

MR. YOUNG said that it was abso-
lutely necessary, in the interests of the
public, that members could send copies
of blue books and certain bills to their
constituent s. H1e, nevertheless, be-
lieved that, in many respects, the
recommendations made were good;
additional copies, after the type was
set, would cost very little, and he
would propose an amendment which
would not reduce the saving proposed,
at any rate, more than $2,000. He
moved:-

" That the Seventh Report be concurrel
in, except in re ard to the number of copies
of the Votes an Proceedings, Bills and Blue
Books to be received by each Member for
distribution, the number of which shall re-
main as heretofore."

Motion, in amendment (Mr. Young)
negatived on the following divi ;iofl:

Messieurs
Appleby, Haggart
Benoit, Harwod
Blain, Jones (South Leeds),
Bolduc, Langevin,
Bourbeau, Lanthier,
Burpee (Sunbury), Macdonald (Kingtob),
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Cameron,
Campbell,
Caron,
Cook,
Costigan,
Currier,
Cuthbert,
Baoust,
Dewdney,
Dugas.
Farrow,
Ferris,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Gibbs (South
Gillieg,
Goudge,
Greenway,
(uthrie.,
Hagar,

A rchibald,
Bain,
Béchard,
Bernier,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blackburn,
Blake,
Borron,
Bowman,
Brooks,
Brouse,
Brown,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Carmichael,
Cartwright,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Coffin,
Uolby,
Coupal,
Delorme,
Dymond,
Flesher,
Galbraith,
Geoffrion,
Gibson,
Gilmor,
Hall,
Higinbotham,
Holton,
Horton,

McDonald (C. Breton)
McDougall (Three

Rivers),
Macmillan,
McCallum,
McInnes,
Malouin,
Metcalfe,
Méthot,
Mitchell,
Norris,
Paterson,
Platt,
Pope (Compton),
Ryan,

Ontario), Scatcherd,
Skinner,
Smith (Sclkirk),
Thompson (Cariboo),
White (N. Renfrew),
Young.-53.

NÂYs:
Messieurs

Huntington,
Irving,
Jetté,
Kerr,
Kirk,
Kirkpatrick,
Laflamme,
Lajoie,
Macdonald (Cornwall),
Macdougall (E. Elgin),
McDougall (Renfrew),
Mackenzie,
McGregor,
McNab,
Mills,
Oliver,
Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Power,
Ray,
Robillard,
Ross ( West Middlesex),
Scriver,
Sinclair,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Westmoreland),
Saider,
St. Jean,
I aschereau,
Thompson (Haldimand)
Truw,
Wallace(SouthNorfolk)
Wood. -69

THE NORTHERLY BOUNDARIES OF
CANADA.

RISOLUTIONS coNSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

MR. MILLS moved that the louse
go into Committee of the Whole to
consider the following Resolutions :-

1. That doubts exist regarding the North-
erly and North-Easterlv Boundaries of the
North-West Territories' and Ru pert's Land,
transferred to Canada by order of Her Majesty
in Council, of the 22nd June, 1870, incorpor-

MR. YOUNG.

ating the Territories of the Hudson'a Bay
Company and the North-West Territorie~
with Canada.

2. That the discovery and working of
minerale in the vicinity of Cuinberland Sound
have recently been reported, and other niat-
ters have transpired which make it important
that ail doubt respecting the jurisdiction of
Canada over those parts of Britiish North
America should be removed with as littie
delay as possible.

3. That correspondence has taken place on
the subject, between the Government of Can-
ada and the Government of the United Kin,.
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, whici,
through the Riglit Honourable the Secretary
Of State for the Colonies, bas intimated iS
willingness to transfer, to the Dominion o:
Canada, ail the Territories in question, and
bas invited an expression of the views ofthe
Governm)ent of Canada respecting the pro-
priety of legislation for that purpose.

4. That it is expedient that the right of
Canada to all of British North Anierica, and
the Islands adjacent thereto (not including
the Province of Newfoundland) should be
placed bevond question, and that the offer o:
lIer Majesty's Government to transfer te said
Territories to Canada be accepted.

5. That to avoid ail doubt in the matter, it
is desirable that an Act of the Parliament of
th-_ United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland should be passed defining the North.
Easterly, Northerly and North-Westerly
Boundaries of Canada, as follows, that is to
say: On the East by the Atlantic Ocean,
which boundary shall extend towards the
North by Davis Straits, Baffin'a Bay, Snith's
Straits and Kennedy Channel, including all
the Islands in and adjacent thereto, which
belong to Great Britain by right of discovery
or otherwise ; on the North the boundary
shall be so extended as to include the entire
continent to the Arctic Ocean, and ail the
Islands in the same Westward to the one
hundred and forty-first meridian West of
Greenwich ; and on the North-West by the
United States Territory of Alaska.

6. That the Parliamaent ot Canada, on the
transfer of the before-mentioned Territories
being completed, shall bave authority to
legisiate for their future welfare and good
government, and the power to inake ail need-
fui rules and regulations respecting them,
the same as in the case of the other Terri
tories ; and the Parliament of Canada ex-
presses its willingness to assume the duties
and obligations consequent thereon.

7. That an humble Address be presented
to Her Majesty ernbodying these Resolutions

He would observe that the boundaries of
Canada on the North-East and North-
Westwere at present not wholly defined.
Hon. members would remeniber that

in 1870 the North-West Territories and

Rupert's Land were transferred to Can-
ada; but the boundaries of the North.
West Territories were never very
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clearly known, and the bohndaries of
Rapert's Land were only given in the
charter, which conferred this country
on the Hudson's Bay Company in the
time of Charles the Second. This char-
ter provided that the Company should
hold the territories within the Straits
and Bay of the Hudson. What this
neant was not very certain, but it cer-

tainly could not be the island at the
entrance of the Bay or the territories in
tbe north. It was truc that the Hudson's
3ay Company carried on, for a consid-

erable tinie, the explorations and sur-
Veys to the north; and there were some
eNplorers there after Hearn; but there
was no sort of jurisdiction ever asserted
over the country; nor were there any
other parties that visited that distant
regior that necessitated any action oh
noir part to have their authority
dearly recognised. The Island of
Southampton, and the other islands
which lay in the entrance to the Bay,
where large fisheries were carried on,
had been the property of Great Britain
since the time of Queen Elizabeth, and
had never yet been annexed to any of
the Colonies. They had recently been
visited by American speculators, who
had been exploring their mineral re-
sources, and had made application to
acquire certaln rights on those islands,
which application had been refused. It
was well known, from recent explora-
tions, that there were valuable minerai
deposits upon those islands, and that
the only large deposits of coal in
that part of British Amorica had
been found on Southampton Island and
other islands in its vicinity. He pro-
posed, by this resolution, to take the
n ocessary steps to have these territo-
ries transferred to Canada, and te re-
move all doubts with regard to our
exact limits at the north and the north-
west, The North-West Territories
Were formerly a part of the
Province of Quebec. It had been
held by the court of Lower Canada
mn, if he remembered right, the case of
Connolly vs. Connolly, that the juris-
diction of that Province did extend as
far north as Lake Arthabaska. In
these resolutions it was indicated that
the boundary of Canada extended
'northward to Baffin's Bayand included
aIl the territory from the mainland to
the Aretic Occan and the islands to the

150Ï

west; it extended to meridian 141°
west Greenwich. That was the line
separating the territory of Great Bri-
tain from the American possessions of
Alaska. These resolutions excepted,
of course, the territories included in
the Province of Newfoundland, which,
hon. gentlemen knew, not only em-
brace the islands but a considerable
portion of the territory on the Labra-
dor Coast. In the British North
American Act there was no provision
that these territories might be acquired,
as the North-West Territories and
Rupert's Land had been acquired under
141st section of the Act. There was
no provision for the annexation of any
of these territories, except Rupert's
Land, to the Provinces of British North
America. Those particular possessions
of Great Britain referred to in this re-
solution could only be transferred to
Canada by an Act of the Imperial
Parliament.

MiR. MITCHELL said he did not feel
quite in a position to speak intelligent-
ly upon this matter at present, as he
had only had the p'apers and returns in
his possession the last five or ton min-
utes. He had expected the hon. the
Minister of the Interior, when submitt-
ing a inatter of such importance to this
Parliament, would have taken the
Parliament into his confidence and
have informed them of the reasons
which moved him and his Cabi-
net to assume a responsibility
which magnitude and extent
exceeded anything Canada bad
ever attempted to assume. He
(Mr. Mitchell) recollected, when there
was a question of purchasing the great
North-Wiest, with its extensive fertile
region, which was now being filled up
so satisfactory, at the rate of one to two
thousand immigrants per week, and
which was bound to become a happy
home for millions, the opposition with
which that proposai was received by
hon. gentlemen opposite. They said,
when the proposai was made to ex-
pend £300,000 sterling to buy the
rights of the Hudson's Bay Company,
that Canada would be weighed down
by a burden, by a liability on the
future, from which they could never
recover, and that the Government
were taking upon themselves a respon-
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sibility which they could not justify.
When there was question of annexing
British Columbia, and assuming the ex-
pense of making those connections
which a colony had a right to make
with the parent state, the Government
was charged with pursuing a suicidal
course, that British Columbia could be
of no possible service to Canada, that
her remote position upon the Pacifie
coast, with a territory almost unin-
habitable and with intervening ranges
of mountains considered almost im-
passable, rendered it impossible that
annexation could be of benefit to the
Dominion ; they said it was a piece of
folly to take ber into the family of the
colonial union. The Government of that
day gave their consent for the annex-
ation of those two great sections of the
continent, the North-West and British
Columbia; they took the House into
their confidence and explained that it
was donc in the interest of extending
British power and maintaining British
institutions and allegiance from
the Atlantic to the Pacifie, and
for the purpose of providing
homes for the thousands of starving
people in Europe whom it was desir-
able to attract to our shores. The re-
sults proved the soundness of the
policy. We have got in the North-

est an immense region susceptible of
immediate occupation, where the
farmer could go with his plough, and
without baving to eut down a tree,
plough thousands of acres on a stretch,
where the climate was such as to at-
tract people from the genial climes of
the Western States, and into which
people were pouring from Ontario.
There were other reasons for the an-
nexation of that country. There was
danger in the vicinity of an immense
tract of country lying in such close
proximity to a powerful neighbour.
There was a probability that this coun-
try mig'ht become annexed to theUnited
States by emigration from the United
States, and in British Columbia there
was an agitation, at the time, in favour
of annexation to the United States.
There were imminent reasons for en-
tering into an arrangement for the pur-
pose of securing within the limits of
Canada those two immense sections of
the western country. Had the hon. the
Minister of the Interior in his speech

MR. MITCHELL.

presented a single argument in favour-
of the annexation Of that great Arctie
region ? Had Canada not sufficient
territory for the next century? Were
not the enormous extravagance of the
hon. gentlemen opposite sufficient to
make us careful how we should assume
responsibility of governing that in.
mense territory stretching from the
Northern Atlantic to the boundaries of
Alaska, on the Arctic Sea ? The
hon. gentleman said the boun-
dary of Rupert's Land was not
defined. What inconvenience re.
sulted from that? The hon. gentie.
man had failed to show the annexation
of that country would increase the
wealth or population of Canada, that
there were any inducements to emi-
grants to settle there. Could Canada
be expected to assume the responsi.
bility of administering criminal Iaw
on the borders Df the Arctie Sea? 1
the resolution were adopted, Canada
would be bound to do it. There would
be no desire felt by the people of this
country to accept responsibilities froni
which they they could derive no bene-
fit. He did not know what this
volume of despatches which had just
been laid before the Hlouse contained:
he saw they dated back four years;
this correspondence had been going on
between the British (overnment and
Canada for four years. It was not
business or statesmanlike to comte
down at the end of the Session, and
take the House and public by surprise,
with launching a scheme calculated to
impose upon the country an amount of
responsibility which it was not pre-
pared to assume. The Government
should have produced these papers ear-
lier, and have allowed the House time
to consider the question, and not en-
deavour to obtain a snap verdict.
What did the Government fear in rela-
tion to that territory ? Were they
afraid of our American friends; BO.
They had as much North-West Terri.
tory as they wanted; if there were
any danger from that quarter, there
was a proper way to instruct the
House about it. Did the Government
fear that Denmark, the nearest
country to us on the Atlantic
coast, would assume any title to
that property ? There Was Do
reason to fear that any special countny
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would make the slightestattempt to ob-
riin that territory. Why should we as-

nme the responsibility ? The British
;overnment had hitherto controlled

that region ; no complaint had been
heard in relation to the administration
of criminal or civil laws, if such existed
there. If Canada assumed the respon-
sibility, the Government would have
to send a force of some kind there.
Another Keewatin would be created;
some other leading politician would be
sent there to govern the country, at
ihe expense of the rest of Canada. It
would be the greatest madness to sub-
mit to the House to assume the respon-
ýibility of governing that territory, ex-
tending from the borders of civilization
to the Arctic Ocean. It was unjust to
ihe representatives of the people to
launch upon them, at the close of the
session, this scheme, without giving
them time to consider it, or even to
appraise the expenditure which it
would involve. When the late Gov-
ernment asked to unite these countries
to the Dominion, they did so because
the people of the North-West desired,
the people of British Columbia desired
it. But the measures which had been
tuten to annex the North-West were
looked upon, by a portion of its inhab-
itants as arbitrary, because they said
their wishes had not been consulted.
le (Mr. Mitchell) recollected the posi-
tion taken by the hon the First Minis-
ter and the bon member for South
Bruce, when the difficulties arose in
Manitoba. They said we had no
night to assume the responsibility
Of purchlsing that territory over the
heads of the people, to take that
country from the Hludson's Bay Com-
pany, acting under the supervision of
the British Government. If there was
no reason, then, when an object was to
be gained, when British power was to be
extended by pursuing that course, how
eould they justify the pursuing of a

inilar course which would produce
no benefit, annexing a territory whose
people had not been cousulted, andtingle individual of whom, either
nVized or savage, had petitioned to
le annexed to Canada? The matter
eemed simply preposterous; the

countrydid not want another $330,000
per year to be expended on the North-
West Police, $20o,000 more on other

uscless stuff, such as existed in the
North-West to-day. He did not want
the hon. gentleman to tell this House
that we had got the responsibility, and,
as the hon. the Finance Minister said
the other night, we knew it was costing
too much, but it was very easy to re-
move it; it cost a great deal to get
provisions there to keep men and borses
but, having the responsibility, we must
pay the expense. And some two or
three years hence, when this iniqui-
tous act will have been perpetrated,
which it will be, if the Government
succeed in passing the resolution
through this louse, and if they return
to the Treasury benches, a set of reso-
lutions may be launched on the House
informing them that it was desirable
to make provision for the Government
of that country. A Governor, a staff
of officers, a Secretary of the Treasury.
a staff of policemen, would have to be
created and paid by the people of this
Dominion. If objected to, the hon.
the First Minister would tell this
House: " You should have o bjected
when the resolutions were in troduced;
having passed them, we. are bound at
any cost to take the necessary means
of governing the country of which we
have assumed the responsibility." He
(Mr. Mitchell) knew there was no use
talking to hon. gentlemen opposite
about this matter; they had made up
their minds on it. They might see
some great national benefit to be de.
rived from this measure, but, if so, lot
them state it to the House ; let them
explain the reason which had induced
them to assume the responsibility of
such a measure. Let them take the
fHouse into their confidence, and not
ask us to assume the responsibility of
governing one-fourth of the whole
continent of North America without a
single reason being alleged that in its
results it would benefit the Dominion.
These were the views which be (Mr.
Mitchell) took on this matter, and,
although he stood alone in his views, ho
deemed it his duty to present them
for the consideration of this Hlouse.

Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he must join issue with the hon. mem-
ber for Northumberland on these reso-
lutions. He thought the Goveriment
did perfectly right to press them with
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all due speed, and if they were liable
at all to blame in the matter, it was that
they did not take it up in 1875. Since
this proposition was made, they would
be false to their duty, as representing
this great Dominion and laying the
foundations of its future, if they d id not
at once accept it and ask the Imperial
Parliament to pass an Act adjudging
to the Dominion this large tract of
country. The hon. member for North-
umberland was very mu-h frighten-
ed at the expense. The hon. the Min-
ister of the interior had informed them
that that great North-West, the Arctic
portion of British North America, had
been owned by the British nation since
the time of Queen Elizabeth, and Le
did not think it had cost England much
up to this time. He did not think it had
cost her anything, and he did not sup-
pose there was any necessity after its
transfer to Canada, that it should cost
Canada any more than it had cost
England, until settlements were made
there Whon settlements were formed
and a number of English people settled
there, it certainly should be treated as
a portion of the Dominion. An Ameri-
can was said to have boasted on the
natural limits of the United States,
that it was bound by Cape Horn, and
the Aurora Borealis ; we must eut them
out of that, we must extend our terri-
tory to that bright luminary. He had
read last night the papers laid on the
Table. le thought the Ministry had
acted with due discretion in laying
them before the House in a semi-confi-
dential way. The less publicity was
given to them, the better, bocause there
suggestions in them which might be
used against us if they fell into un-
friendly bands; therefore, the Govern-
ment had acted prudently. The
papers showed there wero interests
concerned, above that of money alone.
British subjects could go there and
work the mines and fisheries, and set-
tle there. We ought to be just to Her
Majesty's Government, which had met
our views in forming Confederation,
and, in extending the original Confeder-
ation, England bad, by right of dis-
covery and formal occupation, the
sovereignty of that vast territory, but
England had really no interest in that
country, and if we Canadians had no
interest in it, and would not take the

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD.

trouble of looking after it, of assumaing
its sovereignty and developing it, Eng.
land would bo perfectly justified in
surrendering the right acquired byprior
sovereignty, and the great question of
abandonment migbt arise; and when
England had abandoned that country,
and Canada was so faint-hearted as not
to take possession of it, the Amerieans
would be only too glad of the oppor-
tunity, and would hoist the American
flag and take possession of that terri-
tory. That country was known already,
through information we had of it, to
be very rich in mines of all kinds, pos-
sibly in coal. The tisheries were sup-
posed to be oxhaustless, and Canada
required a great lever with respect to
any future arrangement with the
United States in those very same fish-
eries. In the Washington Treaty, the
reciprocal right of fishing was limited
between certain degrees oflatitude. The
permission of the United States to fish
in our waters was also confined to
certain degrees of latitude, and in 18il
the Americans were excoedingly anx-
ious to get a foothold on those fisberies.
The treaty of Washington, whether the
fisheries were good or bad, was not
going to last much longer. In any
future negotiation for a reciprocal
trade, we would have, if we
did not throw this opportunity away,
not only the fisheries already allowed
the Americans, but those far northern
fisheries and those of British Columbia
as well, to use as an important element
in making a satisfactory treaty with
the United States. In this country we
had the game in our hands, if we passed
these resolutions. All that was required
was that there should be some twO or'
three officers ostentatiously appointed
as being officers of th~Canadian Govern-
ment, as soon as the Imperial Act was
passed and the country transferred to>
Canada. Thon the question of aband-
onment could not arise, there would be
a visible occupation, there would be
the officers of the Canadian Govern-
ment there, exercising their powers as
such; one or two mon could do all the
business. The country was rich in
mines of iron, copper, gold, silver and
large deposits of mica which the An-
ericans were now taking away in large
quantities. If these sources of wcalth
weri, to be developed, we could surely
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afford to have officers there who would
charge a royalty for any privileges to
be given there. It would be unworthy
of us, it would show we were unworthy
to be founders of this Confedera-
tion were we to throw away this
charge. England would have a
perfect right to say: " What interest
have we in this country ? It lies far
to the north of us; it is a portion of
vour country ; if you will not take it,
'why should we trouble ourselves about
it ? We will let it go to the first ad.
venturers of any country to take pos-
session of." These considerations
pressed upon him strongly that ho
hoped these resolutions would be
adopted without delay, and this Bill,
if possible, be obtained in the Im-
perial Parliament during the present
Session.

MR. LANGEVIN said this was only
a natural consequence of the work
which was commenced in 1867. At that
time they had not been afraid to incur
a debt of $20,000,000, to enable them
to build the Intercolonial Railway,
believing it to be necessary in their
new position after the Confederation
of the four Provinces. Shortly after-
wards they considered that the Con-
federation required an extension west-
ward, and they acquired the North-
West Territories for a large sum of
rnoney proportionately to the means
of the Dominion. Shortly afterwards
they acquired British Columbia, and
they had determined to build a Pacifie
Railway, in order to unite both oceans
by a road through which they hoped
to carry the trade of the world. If
after all these sacrifices they were now
to refuse to accept a territory which
England offered them for nothing, they
would not be true to themselves or the
future of. the country. The future
greatness of this Dominion, and its
position on the continent, required
that from the boundary line of the
United States up to the North Pole
should be Canadian Territory. His
hon. friend from Northumberland was
";'!.aid ot the expense, but he
(. Langevin) said expense or
110 expense, let us have a territory
We could afford to expend a few
thousands of dollars to maintain our
Own on this continent.

Ma. MITCHELL: Say hundreds of
thousands or millions.

Ma. LANGEVIN said that when the
time came that a large expenditure
would be required in that territory,
they would have a large revenue from
it. There would be a large population
there, and the mines and fisheries
would b developed, and would be pay-
ing large amounts towards the revenue.
If hon. gentlemen had come down with
the proposal to annex Newfoundland,
with the approval of the people of that
Island, he would have said " do it." The
good results of Confedoration were ap-
parent. Our i esources were develop-
ing. We were becoming a great nation;
we were not very numerous yet, but
the foundation of a great nation had
been laid. Although we might not see
all the results of what we were doing,
our children would see them ; and we
wanted to leave to our posterity a
country prosperous, great and respect-
ed. To do that, it was necessary to
complete and extend our boundaries.
It was with the greatest pleasure, al.
though it might cost something to the
revenue, that he saw these resolutions
presented. He hoped they would be
passed without delay,and that the prop-
er legislation would be obtained from
England.

Motion agreed to.

House resolved itself into Committee
on the Resolutions.

(In the Committee.)

On Resolution 1,
Ma. MACKENZIE said that when

the difficulties between Newfoundland
and France were under discussion, the
Canadian Government had feltit neces-
sary to make a certain representation,
when they found that a settlement was
to be arrived at without reference to
Canala. They were not in a position,
absolutely, to demand that reference,
but they thought that practieally they
were. This measure would give them
the absolute right to a voice. The
Government were aware that there
were vast deposits of graphite in a par-
ticular quarter of that territory; and,
in fact, one of the first things which
suggested to them the importance of
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having the matter settled, was an ap-
plication from a party in Philadelphia
for a grant of land far north, where the
hon. member for Northumberland
(Mr. Mitchell) thought everything was
absolutely worthless. There might be
something visionary in the project of
steam communication from York Fac-
tory to England. It was true that it
was at present really impracticable,
but it might not be so later. The
mouth of the Nelson River, at York
Factory, was nearer Liverpool than
New York was; and it was in the very
heart of the continent, as far as longi-
tude was concerned. H1e had been de-
lighted to hear the patriotic remarks
as to the duty of Canada in regard to
her position in the empire. It was
also pressing that we should have a
settlement of our northern boundaries;
and every consideration., therefore,
pointed out the desirability of adopt-
ing the course which the Government
had adopted.

MR. MILLS said that if our North-
West was to be anything in the future,
it was absolutely necessary that we
should have possession of these terri-
tories, and he had, therefore, been sur-
prised to hear the speech of the hon.
member for Northumberland. He
(Mr. Mills) was one of those who be-
lieved that a northern outlet to Europe
would yet be formed through the Hud-
son Bay territory. The distance be-
tween Vancouver Island and Liverpool,
through York Factory and Hudson
Bay, was 2,200 miles less than the dis-
tance by any other route; and even
supposing that the navigation re-
mained open for only three months in
the year, it would stili be of great
importance to us. Not only were there
very important fisheries-salmon fish-
eries, etc., but there were also the deep
sea fisheries.

MR. MITCHELL: Salmon fisherics
in the Hudson Bay?

MR. MILLS said, yes; the most ex-
tensive in North America. The
rivers were filled with salmon
on the east coast of Hudson
Bay. There were extensive lead mines
in that district. Professor Bell- said
the most extensive he ever saw. There
were immense coal deposits on Cum-
berland Island and Southampton Is-

Ma. MACKENZ[E.

land. The coal station in connection
with the seal fisheries was on Cumber-
land and Southampton Islands. Ir
fact, it was obvions to any one who
would read the papers, that if we did
not acquire these territories, the Eng-
lish Goverument would not take any
trouble about the matter; and before
Parliament expired he bad do doubt
they would be in the possession of
another people, and the entrance to
HludsQn Bay, which would be wholly
under our control when these terri-
tories were acquired, would practically
have passed from us. We would have
atterwards no right to exclusive control
of the fisheries in that bay, the entrance
to Canada and some other country. Hle
thought it was of the utmost conse-
quence that all doubt on the subject of
our northern boundaries should be re-
moved.

MR. SMITH (Selkirk) said he
thought it was of the utmost impor-
tance that this territory should be ac-
quired by Canada, He doubted if the
expense would amount to £1,0CO ster-
ling. By the time more expenditure
was required a revenue would be
derived from that territory in the way
of royalty, or in other mode. They
had heard that quite lately a cargo of
mica, worth $120,000, had been found
there, and no doubt there were manv
other valuable minerals. The Minister
of the Interior had spoken of the value
of the fisheries in that quarter. No
doubt whales and seals were very
abundant, but he was not aware of the
abundance of salmon in the Hudson
Bay. He thought, perhaps, Mr. Bell
had mistaken the trout for salmon.

Ma. MITCHELL said ho had waded
through the correspondence, and could
see no indication that if we did not ac-
cept the responsibility attaching to
this territory, the British Government
would throw it up. No doubt they
were anxious to unite their different
groups of colonies under one Govern-
ment. It involved less trouble; and
Confederation, as in the case of the
British North American Colonies, con-
solidated and strengthened the whole.
He could, however, see nothing to war-
rant him in bolieving that iEngland
would give up the possession of that
country if we did not accept it. The
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fact that one application had been made
for permission to quarry mica, and
another for permission to quarry gra-
phite, was no reason in favour of
our acquiring that territory. Before
five years wore over that teriitory
would be costing us $2,000,000 a year.
Municipal institutions would be intro-
duced for the Government of the Esqui-
maux, and governors would be sent up
there to interpret the laws to those
ignorant people who probably, were
never able to read a single line of the
Engiish language. The hon. gentle-
man said coai abounded in that
region, but coal abounded in Nova
Sceotia; and ho thought the Nova Sco-
tians would not feel pleased at another
fleld being brought into competition
with them. As to the prevalence of
whales, if the hon. gentleman under
stood international law, ard the habits
of these sea animals, he would know
that it was open to any one to take
whales anywhere outside of the three-
mile limit, and they did not often go
inside that limit. The hon. gentleman
was in error as to salmon. There were
no salmon there at all. The Hudson
Bay Company had a Department on
the east shore of Hudson Bay many
years ago, and found it so unprofitable
that it was abandoned. There were
trout, but neither cod-fish nor salmon
in this bay; and he had never iead of
so large a tract of water which was so
unproductive with regard to life-sus-
taining fish. As to making traffic a
success by way of the Bay and York
Factory, the proposition was al] moon-
bine. The reasons which the hon.

gentleman had advanced for assuming
the responsibility of ibis country were
insufficient. The natural reason was
without foundation; and the présent
great responsibilities of the Dominion
were such that this step was extremely
unadvisable. In the course of ten
years, our institutions, which bad re-
eently been so outraged, would be so-
lidified, and thon when the financial
condition of the country would be im.
Proved, we might say to England
that we would be prepared to assume
this responsibility. He wisbed to put
his views on record, and ho had the
satisfaction of knowing that if great
extravagance and financial embarrass-
Ment and complications resulted from

this step, he would be free from all re-
sponsibilty in this regard.

MR. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said
that these resolutions met with
bis approbation. He did not see
how the coal fields in these northerly
districts were to interfere with
the coal interests of Nova Scotia.
The hon. gentleman (Mr. Mitchell),
was endeavouring to make political
capital in opposing these resolutions.

MR. SMITH (Selkirk) said he
was not aware that salmon were
to bo found in any number at all on
the eastern coast of Hudson's Bay.
The port they had abandoned was
situated on the more northern part of
Labrador, near the entrance to Hud-
son's Bay. As to Port York Factory,
ho was not at all sanguine as to its
becoming a centre of trade. The
season of navigation there was rather
short, varying from three to eight
weeks at the outside. Still, apartfrom
this, he recognized the advantage of
having this large territory to the
north of it added to the Dominion of
Canada. He thought that this was a
movement in the right direction.

Besolution agreed to.
On the 5th resolution.

MR. CAMERON said he would
suggest that the hon. the Minister of
the Interior should amend bis numer-
ous and long Bills which were before
the House with reference to the regis-
tration system, the registration of
titles and the granting of municipal
institutions in the North-West Terri-
tories, so as to include the North Pole.
This would save a good deal of print-
ing boreafter, and thon in future
Sessions it would not be nocessary to
pass these long Bills, which were
thougLht necessary before the popula-
tion in question knew how to use
them. He thought the objectionis of
the hon. momber for Northumberland
could be got over if it was provided
that a Government should imme-
diately be established at the North
Pole, and the hon. the Minister of the
Interior would undertake to appoint
himself Governor. Ho had no doubt
that if this was doue, the hon. gentle-
man would withdraw all future oppo-
sition.

7 he Northerly
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MR. CARTWRIGIIT: Suppose we
make the hon. member for Northum-
berland a co-ordinate authority.

MR. MILLS: I would observe that
the application of the hon. gentleman
would recoive due consideration.

Resolutions ordered to be report ed.
IHouse resumed.
Resolutions reported, read the first

and second time, agreed to, and referred
to a Select Committee.

MR. MILLS, from the Select Corn-
mittee, reported the draft of an address
to Her Majesty, founded on the said
resolutions.

Report adopted, and Address agreed
to.

On motion of Mr. MILLs, a message
was ordered to be sent to the Sonate,
requesting their ionours will unite
with this louse in the said Address.

WATER AND GAS SUPPLY TO TEHE GOV-
ERNMENT OFFICES AT MONCTON.

RESOLUTION TO RATIFY CONTRACT.

MR. MACKENZIE moved:
' That this House do ratify and approve

an agreement entered into between the Gov-
erument of Canada and the Moncton Gas
Light and Water Company, providing for a
supply of water and gas for the Government
workshops and offices at Moncton, in New
Brunswick.

Motion agreed to.

SUPREME COURT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BILL No. 68.]

(Mr. Lafamw-.)

THIRD READING.

Bill considered in Committee of the
Whole, amended, reported, read the third
time and passed.

TRAFFIC IN INTOXICATING LIQUORS
BILL.-[BLL No. 75]

(Mr. Mackenzie.)
CONSIDERED 1I COMMITTE2.

Order for the House to resolve itself
into Committee of the Whole on said
Bill, read.

MR. MACKENZIE said that last
night, on the motion for. the second
reading of the Bill respecting the traffic

MR. CAMERON.

in intoxicating liquors, he had not had
an opportunity of making any remaks
in reference to the provisions of the
Bill, and in moving that the House do
now go into Committee on the Bill, he
desired to say a few words upon th e
measure. It was a Bill which was in-
tended to apply to the whole Dominion.
Tbc operation of the Temperance Act
of 1861, was applicable only to the
two Provinces comprising the late
Province of Canada, namely, Ontario
and Quebec. Various difficulties hadh
been found in working out the Act of
1864, although it had been attempted
in many places, and,in some few muni-
cipalities, was in operation at the pre-
sent time. One of the chief diffieulties
connected with the enforcement of that
Act had been the one of obtaining a
vote upon it in the usual way. The
measure had been submitted, for in-
stance, to the electors of Toronto, and
it took several weeks in determining
whether the by-law should be sus-
tained or not by the electors of that
city. le would not to-night enter
into any exact or careful criticisin of
the defects of that measure further
than to say that it was practically a
local Bill, and that there was an
amount of dissatisfaction with its
operation throughont the country
which brought it to the notice of the
Government of the Dominion on vari-
ons occasions and under many circum-
stances. Deputations from all parts
of the country had waited on the Gov-
ernment during the last few years,
petitioning them to make such amend-
ments as might be consistent with the
principle of prohibition of the sale of
intoxicating liquors. Hie had always
felt that while the people had an abso-
lute right to such legislation as would
practicaly prohibit the sale and manu-
facture of intoxicating liquors, yet it
was one of those moral questions which
must ultimately be determined by the
general voice of the people, by the
gencral sympathies of the population ,
and that however righteous such an Act
might be, however beneficial in it
general results to the nation, yet it was
one that interfered in a certain mail-
ner-in the opiuion of some, to a greit
extent-with tho liberties of the )eo
ple in reference to the trade in, and
use of, intoxicating liquo-s of all kinds.

Business.[COMMONS.j
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But a very large proportion of the peo-
ple of this country-a large majority
of them, indeed-believed that the
limitation of this traffle zwas al most
essentially necessary for the prosperity
of the country. A very large propor-
tion of our people believed that the
greatest amount of crime was stimu-
lated by the use of these intoxicating
liquors,and that their banishment from
general use would be followed by a
great improvement in the health and
the morals of the people, by a great
improvement in everything that
ministered to the social, ahd even to
the political welfare of the people.
But, in a measnre of such vast import-
ance, effecting as it did a sort of social
revolution, it was essential that the
voice of the people should be strongly
and well pronounced in its favour. He
had. therefore, on various occasions
within the last two or three years,
in speaking to those who were instru-
mental in forwarding the temperance
movement, pointed out to them that it
was essential that they should use the
machinery which they had, in order to
manifest,in a practical way, their belief
in the statements they made as to the
prevalence of public opinion in favour
of such a measure. le had said to
them that he conceived it was much
better to have a stringent license law
than any general prohibitory law,
until the voice of the people had un-
mistakably pronounced in favour of a
stronger measure-until society and
the temperance advocates and their
friends showed, by bringing th per-
missive law they had at their disposal
into effect, that they were faithfully
and truly representing the wishes of
the people in the assertions made re-
specting the tendeney of public
opinion. He had been met on these
occasions with the statement that it
was extremely difficult to get a true
expression of public opinion with the
law as it stood, and that it could only
be partial in any case, as it applied
merely to the two Provinces, when
they demanded that the law should be
extended to the whole Dominion.
There was, of course, a question of
jurisdiction, as to whether this ques-
tion rested properly with this Parlia-
ment or with the Local Parliaments,
and, although a recent decision of the

Supreme Court had some effect in set-
tling this quettion, it could scarcely be
said to have been fully determined by
that decision. The Government, how-
ever, felt that, in a matter of so much
importance, when it was evident that
the eyes of the country wore looking
to this Government and this Parlia-
ment for some action, it was clear
to them that it was desirable to
take some step at the present time;
and this Bill had been prepared with a
view of having an effective permissive
measure placed in the hands of the
people of all the Provinces, with its
machinery adapted to a quick and
prompt respo-nse to public opinion,
where it should declare itself by a
majority in favour of this measure. It
had been said that during the few con-
tests that had occurred in several
counties of Ontario during the last
year, ond notably in one or two coun-
tics in Quebec, it was doubtful whether
public opinion had reached the stage
when even such a Bill as this might
fairly be committed to their hands
with a view of putting it in operation.
And the fact that the law established,
under the Temperance Act of 1864, in
two or three of the municipalities had
since been repealed was pointed to as
an evidence that the carrying of the
by-law in the first instance, was only a
proof of the excitement existing for
a moment and soon passing away.
He did not believe that him-
Pelf, to the extent, at all events,
that was asserted by some. lie had no
doubt whatever, he had never had any
doubt, but that moral reforins of this
kind must necessarily proceed as a
general rule by slow steps. But no one
could doubt who had felt the publie
pulse, who had read the public news-
papers, who had followed, in short, the
goneral course of the agitation in
favour of a Temperance Bill-no one,
could have failed to observe
with gratification that there had been
avast progress in public opinion in
this matter during the last fb3w years.
The Government had endeavoured in
this Bill, by repeating some of the
sections of the Temperance Act of 1864
of a general character, and providing
in it the means by which the public
opinion of the country could be readily
ascertained to place at the disposal of
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the temperance community-at the
disposal of the general public he should
perhaps rather say-the means of
testing the prevalence of the view in
the existence of which he had just ex-
pressed his faith. The provisions of
the former Act, which had been pre-
pared by a former gentleman who now
graced the Judicial Bench of Lower
Canada, were generally of a very
stringent character in relation to the
carrying ont of the law after it was
enacted; but there had been serions
difficulties encountered, as he had
mentioned in the earlier part of his
remarks, in obtaining the sanction of
the people to the law. It was now
provided under this Bill that the
measure should only apply to counties
and cities-cities being considered as
counties in this as in the municipal
Acts. The Dnnkin Act was made ap-
plicable to townships and the smaller
municipalities-to every municipality
in fact, whether village, township, town,
or city. In the present Bill the bydiaw
must be passed to cover a whole county
-not an electoral division-but a
county which perhaps might include
several electoral divisions. The reason
for this was obvions. It was quite
clear, from the operation of the Act of
1864 that it was practically useless to
pass a by-law in a township perhaps
ten miles square, when all the town-
ships around that particular one were
without the operation of the law-and
he had been informed that in some of
the townships in which the Dunkin Act
was carried, and where there was, of
course, an utter absence of all licensing,
the sale of intoxicating liquors had, in
some instances, reached a higher ratio
than under the license system. That
was quite natural; but when the law
was made applicable over a larger area,
and covered an entire county, with an
efficient inspection, with efficient means
of suppressing the sale of the liquor
and punishing those who engaged in
the traffic illegally, he ventured to hope
that the law might fairly be carried into
operation. It was provided, however,
in order to ensure that there would be
no trifling with the public in endeav-
ouring to put the law into operation,
that until 25 per, cent. of. the entire
number of electors in any county
should petition the Governor in Coun-

Ma. MACKENZIE.

cil, there should be 'no proclamatioa
issued for having a vote taken in order
to ascertain whether the Bill should
be carried out. But if one-fourth of
the electors made such a petition, then
it should be the duty of the Govern-
ment to have a proclamation issued
naming the time when a poll would be
taken, appointing a returning-officer,
and committing to him all the machin.
ery necessary to carry the law into
effect as to the taking of the votes. If
a majority of those voting should
decide in favour of the application of
the law to the country, then a procla-
mation should issue within 90 days
after the time when the then existing
laws expired. It was also provided in
the Bill that if the by-law were once
carried it should not be repealed with-
in three years; but that at any time
after that period if one-fourth of the
electors should petition for its repeal
the same process would be gone
through as when the law was enacted
in the first place. The hon. gentleman
then described the provisions of the
Bill respecting the taking of votes,
the repression of bribery and other
corrupt practices, remarking that they
were substantially those of the Gen-
eral Election Act. After stating
seriatim a number of other clauses of
the Bill, he said that one part of the
measure provided for the kind oi pro-
hibition and the tariff in intoxicating
liqours which would be enforced un-
der the Bill when it became law. The
intention was absolutely to prohibit
the sale of intoxicating liquors in any
county or city in which the by-law
might be carried, except in the case of
wholesale dealers or manufacturers of
liquors within the municipality, who
might sel in quantities not less than
ten gallons for erportation from that
particular municipality to any other
part of the Province or Dominion or
out of it. But he should not be at
liberty to sel within the municipalitY
any portion of the liquur so held or
manufactured. The 9th section pro-
vided very fully the extent to which
this prohibition should- be carried as
regarded the nature of the liquors
whieh might be sold, and it might be
described generally as providing that
no liquor of any kind whatever which
contained either wholly or in part

Liquorls Bill.
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intoxicating qualities should be allowed
to be sold under the law. . It was
tolerably evident from tbe practice
and the experience observed in other
countries that it would be iippossible
to carry out a prohibitory liquor law,
even in a permissible shape as this
was proposed to be, unless there was a
total prohibition of all liquors which
might colourably be denominated in-
toxicating liquors. Some people pointed
out, ne doubt, that certain kinds of li-
quor were comparatively innocuous,and
probably they were so; but they could
only serve as a disguise under which
to shield and sell the baser kinds of
intoxicating liquors, which would be
sold under cover of the names of less
offensive liquors. It had therefore
been deemed necessary to make a total
prohibition except as to liquors re-
quired for medicinal use and sacra-
mental purposes, and special provisions
were made for such exceptions by the
licensing of a certain number of indi-
viduals, according to the population,
to sell for such special purposes. After
referring briefly to other clauses 'of
the Bill, he said the Bill was one
which the hon. gentlemen were aware
had been introduced in the Senate, and
had received from that body an early
and a very'thorugh discussion ; and
he ventured to hope, from a careful
perusal of the measure since it had
been amended by that body, this
House would not have much difficulty
in agreeing to the Bill as it now stood.
le trusted that every member of the
louse would approach the discussion
of the subject in Committee with a
single and a sincere desire to promote
the object which the promoters of the
Bill had in view. It was a matter of
serious import to this country-it was
one of the greatest possible importance
la its social and political aspects; and
there could be no doubt whatever,
apart from questions of taxation and
other questions which arose, that it
was one of the greatest possible im-
portance to this country that we
should be able in some way or other to
check the torrent of intoxication
which for many years had been in-
creasing and pouring in an unlimited
stream over the land. It might have
been observed by those who had given
some attention to statistics in connec-
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tion with this question, that there had
been a steady increase in the constpmp-
tien of strong intoxicating liquors up,
at least, to last yoar. lie had not
observed the increase within the last
year, but he judged from the returns of
excise revenue that there must have
been, to a greater or less extent, a re-
duction. A part of this might, how-
ever, fairlv be attributed to the com-
parative poverty of certain classes of
our population during the last few
years. Since the commercial disasters
that had passed over the country, a
part of our population had not been so
well paid or so fully employed as for-
merly, these being generally lease-
holders or small possessors of pro-
perty, and there could be no doubt
that a reduction in the domestie
expenditures of such persons ought to
be sought for in this item rather
than in other items. He did not,
therefore. venture to hope that there
had bon anincrease in the number of
abstainers from the use of intoxicat-
ing liquors, but the extent of the re-
duction which the revenue showed,
although there would perhaps be an
increased coneumption in more pros-
perous times, was assigned undoubtedly
to some extent, to the effect that the
temperance agitation had produced
throughout the country. No one, he
thought, could doubt that, and any one
who had observed tlhe course of pro-
ceedings at great public gatherings
must have been satisfied, that the tem-
perance agitation had already resulted,
even without the enactment of any
law, in materially producing the desire
to abstain from the excessive use of
stimulants in the shape of spirits. It
was the duty of every one who loved
his country, and who wished well to
ail our institutions and to our churches,
to endeavour to aid those who had
been dovoting their voluntary efforts
to the accomplishment of this end, and
ho was sure this House, in common
with the other b-anch of the Legisla-
ture, would cordially respond to the
invitation which the Government had
given by the introduction of this Bill,
in aiding te the extent of their power
in repressing a traffie which had 'pro-
duced so much disaster of every kind,
and which threatened, if left uncon-
trolled, to exercise a still more disas-
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trous and permanent evil infiuence on
the destinieâ of this country.

MR. ROSS (West Middlesex) said that
before leaving the Chair, he wished to
make a remark or two, and ho would
promise the House that bis remarks
would be very brief at this hour of the
evening and period of the Sessien. Had
this Bill been introduced at an earlier
stage, it would have given him very
great pleasure to have reviewed, at
some length, the progress the temper-
ance sentiment had made in the Do-
minion of Canada since the first
beginning of their agitation in 1873.
Ilowever, the Session had so far pro-
gressed and bon. members were, no
doubt, so anxicus to return to their
homes, that it would be exceedingly out
of place for him, be presumed, to oc-
cupy much of the time of the House.
lie would just content himself, how-
ever, with saying that, perhaps, to no
other member of the House did it
afford more pleasure than to himself to
find the Government introducing a
Bill containing so many provisions to
which ho could give his most cordial
assent, as to the Bill which had been
introduced by the bon. the First Min-
ister. The temperance men in the
Dominion of Canada had long been
agitating for some efficient legislative
restriction upon the liquor traffic.
The license system which had pre-
vailed in this country ever since we
had municipal institutions, had, in
their opinion, not been effective in
restricting, to a sufficient degree, the
evils resulting from that traffic, and it
was felt by all of them-and ho was
now speaking, perhaps, more particu-
larly for the temperance men-that
more effective legislation than any
previously offered them, was required
to restrain the injurious effects of this
traffic, and to diminish, if such were
possible, the baneful effects of intem-
perance. Such legislation, they
thought, had, to certain extent, been
secured by the passage of the Temper-
ance Act of 1864. He was not now
going to speak of the good or ill
points of that Act, or to criticise its
provisions, either in whole or in
detail.

MR. BUNSTER: What are they ?
MR. MACKENZIE.

MR. ROSS: It did not apply to
British Columbia, he was sorry to say.
He was just going to say that, as an
objective point for the agitation con-
nected with this question, he con.
sidered that the Temperance Act of
1864, carried through the House by
Judge Dunkin, was, in itself, a very
valuable concession to the temperarice
men. It gave them, at least, the
assurance that the Parliament of
Canada was amenable, not only to pub-
lie opinion on this point, but was pre-
pared to accept the reasonable de.
mands, and to consider any roasonable
demands made on it by the temper-
ance men with regard to the restriction
to be imposed on this traffic. It far-
ther gave them, at least, this other
advantage that they had placel on the
Statute Book an acknowledgement
that Parliament was prepared and was
willing to deal, from a legal stand-
point, with this evil with which
they were grappling from a
moral standpoint, and that whatever
strength the temperance sentiment re-
ceived in the country from the agita-
tion of temperance men, would be
guaranteed to them, so far as the
Legislature could guarantee it, by
Actsplaced on the Statute-book. These
were some of the advantages of the
Temperance Act of 1874; but good as
that law was in many respects, as a
means for stemming, as far as itcould,
the evils of intemperance, they felt
that something morc- could be donc.
In the first place, the provisions of
that Act were limited in their applica-
tion. They only applied to the Pro-
vinces of Ontario and Quebec. Tem-
perance men having that national
sentiment, in which they trusted every
Canadian sharod, and anxious, as far
as they could, to cover the whole coun-
try with the broad ægis of temperance
legislation, sought for a wider and
more comprehensive measure. They
said, not only are these restrictions
good so far as the Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec are concerned, but they
would be equally beneficial if applied
to the whole Dominion. The temper-
ance men from Prince Edward Island
and the Maritime Provinces petitioned
the House to that effect. Tbey also
did so from Manitoba and British
Columbia. Ontario was almost unnD-
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mous in its demands for more extended
restrictions on the liquor traiffe. These
demands had received, he was happy
to say-should he say he was pleased
and proud to say - the consideration of
the Government; and they lhad now
in their possession a Bill co-extensive
in its application with the whole of the
Dominion, and embodying, in almost
every particular, the matured views of
the leading temperance men of this
ountry. This Bill had received, at

the hands of the Senate, the most care-
fuil consideration. lon. gentlemen on
both sides of politics, had given it, in
many of its most important principles,
their most cordial support. Temper-
ance men on both sides of polities, out-
side of the House, had given this Bill
their most cordial support, and he
trusted that in its passage through
ihis House they would be prepared,
from both sides, to give it that cordial
support which had been asked for it
by the hon. the First Minister of the
Ilouse in its introduction. lie had no
doubt that, regarding some of the de-
tails of the Bill, there might, and would
be, logitimate criticism, but in regard
to the main principles, and the
method of taking the vote,
anC the general prohibitory clauses of
the Bill, the penalty it imposed, and
above all, with regard to the purpose
which this Bill had in view,he thought
that there was not an bon. gentleman
<n the floor of the House who could
not cordially and heartily approve of
its design. We were making strong
efforts as a country to build up all our
institutions; we were expending large-
ly, year after year, money for the en-
couragement of immigration, for
widening our canals, fbr the construc-
tion of our railroads, and for the in-
crease of our educational facilities ; and
with all this, if we neglected that moral
element, without which any nation
could not ho prosperous, all our other
expenditures and efforts would be com-
paratively vain; and he trusted that
il the broad sense of the word, with a
view to the advancerent of the moral
interests of the country and with a
view to securing, for our young men,
the protection which the law could
secure for them, and which the law was
calculated to secure for them, and
which they had a right to expect from

the protection of the law, that this Bill
would receive the cordial assent of the
House, and that this year, which we
wore entering on, an era of prosperity
as ho trusted, we would have to add to
our financial progress this one great
evidence that the Dominion of Canada
was prepared to assert in the most un-
mistakeable terms that it approved of
every measure which had for its ad-
vancement the moral prosperity of the
country and the protection of our peo-
ple against the inroads of intemperance
and the traffic in intoxicating liquors.

MR. BUNSTER said that this farce
was perpetrated on the Ilouse year
after year. Last Session the hon.
member for Lisuar had introduced a
temperance resolution against which
he as well as th,! Government voted
and why the time of the House should
now be taken up with a Bill, and a
voluminous B13l,which neither the Gov-
ernment nor the country wanted, and
which the Government had seemed to
ignore, he could not understand. The
Government had stated that it could
not continue if they had not the benefit
of the Excise duty in the several de-
partments; and still the Canadian
Pacific Railway propositions were not
brought down. The hon. member for
West Middlesex said that this Bill, at
this late period of the Session, might
bave some consideration from the
House though the Canadian Pacifie
Railway discussion was that day pro-
mised them. This was monstrous.
He was amazed to see it. If this Bill
passed to-morrow, it would be a dead
letter throughout the country. It
could not be passed anywhera except
in a few hide-bound counties.

SIRa JOHN A. MACDONALD said
ho thought two years would bo a bet-
ter period than three. After two
years' experience of the Bill, people
would have an opportunity of making
up their minds whether to continue it
or not.

MR. LANGEVIN said ho was afraid
this Bill would not work ; it was too
cumbrous. It required all the ma-
chinery and cost of a parliamentary
election to put it in operatien.

Ma. DYMOND said ho believed the
Bill met the views of the temperance
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men, and lie trusted it would be adopt-
cd.

Ma. FORBES said, according to his
own feelings, ho would much prefer
that the Bill should go a great deal
further. It seemed to be the general
wish and opinion of those gentlemen
who were assumed to approve of this
measure, that it was impossible, in the
present state of affairs, to carry out' a
measure which would go as far as
many people wished. The people of
Province of Nova Scotia were botter
educated, as far as the question of tom-
perance was concerned, than those of
almost any other Province. The hon.
the leader of the Opposition was in
favour of a stringent license law. There
was not a more stringent license law
in operation anywhero than in Nova
Scotia, and there it was found to be in-
operative. Under these considerations,
it was considered by the temperance
body that the people of Nova Scotia
would be willing to accept a pro-
hibitory measure; but, under the
existing circumstances of the country,
the other Provinces not having taken
the same interest, or not being as well
educated in temperance as Nova Scotia,
it would be impossible to carry a law
throughout the whole country which
would be acceptable to that Province.
He (Mr. Forbes) had sent copies of
the measure to the different temperance
organizations in bis county, and not
having heard from them, presumed
they accepted it; if not, no doubt, they
would have communicated with him.
A general consultation had been held
of the leading temperance people from
the surrounding districts, and their
views on the question were laid belore
the committee, who concluded that
nothing botter could be produced than
the Bill now betore the louse. Fur-
thermore, it carried out the intentions
of the commission on the temperance
convention held in Montreal some time
ago, and which embraced gentlemen
from every part of the Dominion, ex-
cept Manitoba and British Columbia,
at which convention it was decided
that an Act of this kind was the only
(ne which could b enforced in the
Dominion, in the present state of tom.
perance edueation. He knew this
mesure woutd not ho looked on as

Ma. DYMOnI.

favourably .in Nova Seotia as a more
stringent one would, for he and they
believed in prohibition; but it was one
nail in the coffin, and by following this
up with others of a more stringent
character, we might hope to bind the
giant and eventually kill him.

Ma. FLESHER said this Bill less-
ened some of the difficultics under the
]Dunkin Act. There should be
a definition as to what constituted in-
toxicating liquors, that no doubt niight
exist. The fact of twenty-five per cent.
of the electors being required to de-
mand the Act before a vote could be
taken, would doter parties from going
into the matter, un less they were satis-
fled they had publie sentiment with
them.

Ma. CAMERON said the question to
be considered was whether the prin-
ciple of the Bill was right or wrong;
whether the bare majority of the peo,
ple of any county had the absolute
right to prohibit the use of intoxicating
liquors by the minority. He could not
argue with that principle, but ho knew
it would be useless to attempt to resist
a Bill of this kind on the second read-
ing. The temperance organization
wielded so much influence in so many
constituencies, that hon. members of
this House were not prepared to vote
according to their deliberate convic-
tions. If that wore the true construe-
tion of this Bill, the truc opinion as to
its probable operation, it ought not to
be passed. But it would be perfectly
useless in this Hlouse to propose any
amendment. All that could be done
was to guard against any unreasonable
or improper proposal in matters of de-
tail. Ie yielded to the opinion of the
hon. member for West Middlesex (Mr.
Ross) as to the strong desire in the
country to put down the evils of intem-
perance. Ho agreed with him that if
that were the object of the Bill, it was a
good and useful one. If ho thought
this Bill or the Dunkin Bill would at-
tain that object,he would be prepared to
yield the principle which ho held as to
the minority being controlled by ama-
jority, in consequence of the good which
would result from the restriction of the
evils of intomperance. He did not be-
lieve that object would be attained,
and his view was thorefore opposed to
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the Bill. He did not propose to move
the rejection of the measure in toto, but
he believed he would be wanting in his
duty if he did not give utterance to the
principles he held. A good many
members of this House were afraid to
express their candid opinion on this
point. The power of the temperance
organization was very great, and their
strength arose from te good objeet
which they had in view, though ho did
not believe that the means they were
taking would result in the attainment
of that object. It was also a question
of discussion whether it was within the
onstitutional functions of this Parlia-
ment to pass a Bill of this kind, at al[
events in regard to many of its details.
The question had been before the
Supreme Court, but had not been dis-
posed of there to any material degree;
and a very great doubt would arise as
to the constitutional power of this Par-
liament, and whether it was not within
the power of the Local Legislatures to
pass upon some of those questions.
He had had to discuss this matter be-
fore the Courts. The Ontario Logis-
lature had been trying to amend the
Dunkin Act, and the Courts had in
some cases pronounced their amend-
ments within, and in others beyond
their powers. It was a matter which
required very grave consideration. It
would be fôr the Courts hereafter to
say whether it was within the functions
of this House or not. Another point
in which it was open to very grave
objection in a constitutional point of
view, was that it virtually forfeited and
sacrificed and destroyed a large busi-
ness interest in which money had been
invested on the faith of the existing
legislation, namely, the brewing and
the distillery interests, while it con-
tained no provision whatever for com-
pensation. He ventured to say that if
this were attempted in regard to any
other article except liquor, it
would be scouted as an ont.
rage. That, however, might be
rernedied by some amendments in
Committee.

MR. GOUDGE said the right hon.
miember for Kingston had stated his
preference for a rigid license law. In
the Province of Nova Scotia they had
,a stringent license law; but although
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that was the case, yet, in three-fourths
of the counties of that Province, they
had prohibition in consequence of the
Sessions and the grand juries having
refused to grant licenses. There was
still, he regretted to say, an amount of
liquor drunk in that Province, but to
show that the people generally re-
spected the law he would call attention
to the returns of the Inland Revenue
Department. In the Province of
Nova Scotia the average per head of
liquor drunk from 1868 to 1877 was
1.74 gallons; in the Province of New
Brunswick, it was 1.908 gallons; in
the Province of Quebec, 3.849 gallons;
in the Province of Ontario, 4.353 gal-
lons; and in the Province of British
Columbia, 4.905 gallons; showing dis-
tinctly that where a prohibitory law,
as it practically was in Nova Scotia,
existed, the sale of liquor was very
materially lessened. The Act now
proposed did not go as far as they
would desire, but they would accept it
as a first instalment, and the whole
Province of Nova Scotia was looking
to this Parliament for the passage of
such an Act. It was a long stop in
advance, and they might in the future
so amend it as to make it a very effec-
tive Bill. It would very materially

-assist in deciding the question of juris-
diction, and that would be a great
advantage.

MR. PLUMB said he fancied no one
would underrate the evils of intemper-
ance; but there was, and would be, a
very marked difference in the views of
gentlemen who were equally sincere
as to the manner in which intemper-
ance should be dealt with. Ie had no
doubt that the gentleman who intro-
duced this Bill had done so in all
sincerity. It was a foregone conclu-
sion that it would be passed, but it
would be the duty of hon. gentlemen
to scrutinise it carefully and not to
accept it simply because it had been
passed by the other side of the Legis-
lature. He had always been of
opinion that a stringent license
law rigidly enforced, would be the true
means of meeting this evil. He had
always been of opinion, and in that
opinion he was not alone, that there
were certain intereste which would be
sacrificed by legislation of this kind,
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which should not be sacrificed in this
way. The hon. member for Hants said
Nova Scotia was a paradise of temper-
ance. He (Mr. Plumb) should like to
know if the statistics which he had
brouglit forward showing that only 1¾
gallons per capita was drunk in that
Province had made it a model Eden,
and whether crime was less rife there,
so that they might compare what was
claimed by gentlemen who were in
favour of such acts as these ? He should
like to know whether there had been a
diminution of crime in the proportion
of at least 3 to 1 as compared with the
benighted Province of Ontario, of
which he was one of the representa-
tives. In the State of Maine very de-
ceptive statements had been made. In
the city of Bangor, before the passage
of the Prohibition Law, there had been
a much larger population than now,
there was less taxation and fewer ar-
rests for drunkenness than now. A
gentleman who, until lately, had been
a sincere advocate for legislation of
this kind, said that the drunkenness
there had largely increased, though it
was more secret.

MR. ROSS (West Middlesex): Who
says that ?

MR. PLUMB: The Mayor of Ban.
gor. On behalf of all people who were
not in the4habit of using stimulating
beverages to excess, he objected that it
was claimed in a most pharisaical way
by gentlemen advocating prohibitory
measures, that tbey were temperance
mon. Any one who used stimulating
boverages might have just as good a
right to call himself a temperance man.
There were many gentlemen on both
sides of this flouse who usod those
beverages whom noue would dare to
call intemperate men, and it was a mis-
nomer to call prohibitionists temper-
ance men. In endeavouring by the
force of a majority to compel the
minority to adopt their views,they were
intemperate. This Bill was a Govern-
ment measure. It would be paed
as such, but the Opposition did not
propose to transer the legislation or
to do anything which would provent
its having a trial. They all agreed
that there was a eat deal to be
remodied. They on y differed as to
the means. He believed· the abuse of

Ma. PLUX.

intoxicating liquors could only be
remedied by the limitation of the sale.
The question as to how this would
effect the revenue, was of course, in
the hands of the Government. In the
State of New York in 1855, a Bill, as
stringent in its provision as this one,was passed in the State of New
York by an overwhelming majority.
The Governor himself had been elect-
ed on that issue. The Bill was to take
effect in July. It was violated the
very night it came into operation in
almost every town and village and
cross road in the State. It was a dead
letter from the first, and was repealed
the following year.

The House then resolved itself into
Committee of the Whole on the said
Bill.

(In the Committee.)

M.R. SPEAKER: I feel it my duty,
as one of the representative s of the
people, to say a few words on this Bill.
I protest most solemnly against legis-
lation of this kind. I regard it as of
the most pernicious and injurious
character that can possibly be con-
ceived, and also of the most tyranni-
cal character. It is a declaration that
it is the right of the majority in any
portion of this Dominion to dictate to
the minority of the people wha.t they
shall eat and what they shall drink,
and what opinions they shall profess,
or even what they shall wear. Ty-
ranny more gross than this it is im-
possible for man to eonceive, and,
therefore, do I most solemnly pro-
test against this Bill and against the
principle upon which it is based.
More than that, I not only protest
against the Bill, but I will oppose it as
far as my single voice can oppose it,
because I believe it will, if not abso-
lutely inoperative, be productive of
results of the worst kind, and evils of
the grossest character. I speak from
experience. In our own little Prov-
ince, more than twenty years ago, a
measure of this kind was introduced
into our Legislature, but going much
further than this Bill; it was a sy'
tom of prohibition of the manufacture~
and sale, and consequently of the use
of all alcoholic liquors. It passd
very much as I presume this Bil wili
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pass. There was an agitation out of
doors. There was a temperance or-
ganization formed out of doors. power-
ful, because it worked systematically
at ail elections, and made itself felt
and feared by every representative of
the people in the House of Assembly.
And yet that organization never did
include more than one-fifth of the male
adult population of the Province.
Here, as there, there is not more than
one-fifth of the male population of the
Dominion in any organization working
for a law of this kind. If we pass this
law, we must pass it not at the desire
of a majority of the people, but in
obedience to the dictation of an organi-
zation working outside and in this
louse, and through this House, un-

justly to the best interests of the popu-
lation. The hon. member for Niagara
(Mr. Plumb) has stated the result of
the passage of such a law in the State
of New York. It was the same in our
Province; the measure was passed,
and the very moment it went into
operation, the very day it went into
operation, in every part of New
Brunswick, in places where the habit
of drinking had almost been forgotten,
that law was violated. Instead of
establishing in our little Province a
state of harmony, peace, and order, it
brought with it riot, tumult, and dis-
order, and bitter feelings of the most
deplorable character. That state of
things continued from day to day,
until the Governor of the Province,
finding that a state of disorder had
arisen from it, called upon the Govern-
ment of the day either to enforce the
law, and restore peace and order, or to
call the Legislature together for its re-
peal. When the Goverument refused
to act upon that advico, he dismissed
them. The Legislature was dissolved,
new elections were held, and I think
only two gentlemen, of all those who
were returned,went back to that House
lot pledged to vote for the repeal of

the liquor law. Now, we had that
experience there. I, at that time,
oPposed the passing of the Bill. I was
not a inember of the Legisilature, but
Whatever influence I possessed I used
to Prevent the passage of the Bill. 1
fortold exactly the consequences that
would low from the passage of that
Bi1. As I predicted those conee-
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quences thon, I predict now, Mr.
Chairman, that if this Bill pass, and if
it be not inoperative in nine-tenths of
this Dominion, it will lead again to an
amount of riot, tumult, and confusion
which this Parliament must suffer,
and from which I tell the Government,
at this day, they will suffer.

Mn. MACKENZIE said the lion.
member for Gloucester had said this
measure might be characterized an act
of tyranny, because it enabled a ma-
jority to decide what a minority should
eat and drink; it did not say anything
about eating nor about drinking, but
simply that certain liquors, which were
believed to be injurious, should be pre-
vented from being sold. The law
which enabled a community to do that
was just of the same kind as the law
which permitted a person, lf a louse
was on fire, to pull down another next
it in order to prevent the fire from
spreading in the neighbourhood. His
mind had always been that the corn-
munity had a perfect right to protect
itself by a law of this kind. On the
other hand, he quite admitted that
there was almost an absolute necessity
that there should be a strong, if not
almost universal opinion in favour of
the enactment of such a measure as
this, which even apparently restricted
the liberties and the rights of any por-
tion of the community on general
grounds, affecting the whole communi-
ty, and for this reason lie would never
favour the enactment of a prohibitory
law which was not subjected to the
test of the vote of the people, until he
was satisfied that there was an over-
whelming majority of the whole coun-
try in favour of such a measure. On
the other hand, ho had, no doubt what-
ever, but what an entire prohibitory
law might, could and should be passed
when there was a perfectly overwhelm-
ing public opinion in its favour. The
lion. member for Gloucester would oib-
serve that a stringent license law,
meant a law to restrict the sale and
abridge the right to buy and sell as any
person pleased, quite as much as the
other. It was one of degree and not of
mind ; and the same argument that
was used against a permissive pro-
hibitory law, might lie used with
the same effect against a stringent
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or any license law, and to use the hon.
gentleman's argument why should they
compel a person to pay a license of
$100 to sell certain articles of drink,
whon they did not impose any license
for the sale of a certain quantity of
bread' or meat. It was upon the
ground that the sale of such articles
involved the happinest and peace and
prosperity of the community. It was
because the sale of these articles was
believed to produce a state of society
which caused the innocent to suffer for
the crimes of the guilty, and because
the excessive use, at all events, of in-
toxicating liquors was an evil which
extended to every member of the com-
munity in its results. These were the
reasons why there was any interfer-
ence in the shape of a license law, and
it was because the community believed
that the license law was ineffectual in
suppressing the dangers and evils com-
plaimed of that a step further was
advocated as necessary in the general
interests of society. The hon. member
for Victoria had ventured, on very
strong assertions, and on the state-
,ment that very few members save him-
self, and, perhaps, none at ail, were
sincere in their expression of their
views in this matter, and he alone had
had the manliness to stand np and
-express his truc opinions. It was
scarcely, lie thought, creditable to the
hon. gentleman to make that state-
ment, and scarcely courteous to the
House to affirm that he alone was the
only man in the Hlouse who gave real
expression to his own opinions. It
was not necessary at ail that every
member of the House should be satis-
fied that this measure was onewhich
would be effectual in order toadvocate
a trial of it, at all events, for a time.
Even gentlemen who had spoken with-
out exception had acknowledged the
-evils which resulted from the excessive
use of intoxicating liquors.

Ma. BUNSTER: What are they?
MR. MACKENZIE said he thought

that the hon. member for Vancouver
need hardly ask what they were.
Whether this measure would be effec-
tuai in restoring another state of
matters in the country or not, lie
admitted, might be questioned. It was,
however, an experiment which might

MR. MAoKENZIE.

fairly be tried, and which the general
sense of the community seemed to
demand should be tried; and while
he was by no means satisfied
that the country at present would
approve generally of a complete
national prohibitory law, he would
resist any attempt to legislate in that
direction; but that there could be
nothing more fair than to afford a
opportunity, by a permissive Bill, to
the people, to manage their own affair
in this particular measure; and it was
in that sense, and in this spirit, that
the Government had introduced this
Act, and, certainly, not with the idea
of trampling upon any person's right8,
or doing anything wbich would be in.
jurious to the general interests of
society, or to individuals. Lt wasquite
time that the existence of a certain
class would be more or less affected by
this law; but the interests of all classes
were affected, more or less, by all their
legislation. This was inevitable, and
ail they.could do was to consult the
experience history of this country, and
of other countries, and to endeavour to
do that which would produce the
greatest possible benefit, or do the
least possible harm.

Mi. SPEAKER said he had no in-
tention of arguing this question at any
great length, and, he must say, he
thought that the argument used by the
hon. the First Minister, to prove that
the House would be justified in an act
of this kind, was rather fallacious. A
license, it was true, was given to
authorise the sale of spirituous liquors,
but that was a mere matter of revenue.

An HON MEMBER: No.
Mn. SPEAKER: Entirely. Restric-

tion was another thing. It was found
desirable to restrict the sale of liquors,
from the simple fact that the excessive
use was in itself a crime. But, if the
mere use of them was a crime, then
they would be justified in prohibitilg
the manufacture and sale and use of
ihese drinks. Very few, indeed, said
that the mere touching of a glass of
wine was an offence against moralitY.
He did not think that the hon. the
Premier took this ground. Be did
not know that any hon. member of the
louse did so ; and this was really the

only ground on which a prohibitory
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liquor law could be justified. If the
Mere use of alcoholie drinks was in
itself an offence against morality, and
the law of tho Almighty, or
if the interests of society were
at stake in the, matter, it
might be reason for absolute pro-
hibition, but the license laivs proceeded
on the basis that the use of alcoholie
liquors as a beverage, and, in reason
and moderation, was not an offence;
and that in order to prevent abuse it
was necessary to restrict and regulate
the sale, all license laws had this effect
and this effect only. The imposition
of a fee was simply a mode of collect-
ing additional revenue from the use of
an article that all agreed should bear
as much taxation as possible.

Ma. MILLS said he thought that
the fallacy rather lay in the lino of
argument adopted by the hon. member
for Gloucester, than the hon. the First

inister. If the view of the former
were sound they ought not to have any
law prohibiting the sale of intoxicating
liquors within two miles of any public
work. This was certainly interferen-e
with the liberty of the subjects, as this
Bill would occasion when given effect
to, and yet it was not opposed to the
theory that the use of intoxicating
liquors to any extent at all was a sin.
Then they had the law prohibiting the
sale of liquors to Indians, which was
the law of old Canada, and in force, he
thought, in every part of the Dominion.
So far as the moral feature of the ques-
tion was concerned lie supposed that it
was no greater sin for an Indian to
drink a glass of whiskey than for a
white man or any other member of the
couamunity. It was not based upon
the theory of its being sinful to drink
in the case of the Indian. This was
police legisiation designed for the
general well-being of the community.;
and also the use of any particular
article served to disturb society and
produce disorder and nisery and suf-
fering on the part of any portion of
the population, and increased the
burdens of the population which was
ober and industrious, he thought tbat

the sober and industrious had some
rights as well as the others. The carry-
'l1g of offensive weapons was not wrong
il itself, but they knew the use to
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which these arms were sometimes put.
When they looked about the com-
munity and considered the large
amount of taxation which was imposed
to meet the wants of a large portion of
the population that were in a some-
what destitute condition, when they
saw families reduced to beggary, in
consequence of the misconduct of the
heads of these families, and when they
saw the community at large called
upon to support them, and contribute,
by taxation upon property, to relieve
their wants, the community which was
held morally responsible for this con-
dition of things, and called upon to
contribute from the products of their
industry to support those who ought
to have been provided for by others,
had a right to interfere. Where re-
sponsibility began, right also began.
They were commensurate, in this mat-
ter, with each other. There was one
feature in which no analogy existed
between this law and the one that was
passed in New Brunswick. The latter
was absolute, and public opinion did
not sustain it; but this was a permis-
sive Bill. It was left with the com-
munity everywhere to support it, if
they thought proper. No step had
been taken against the Dunkin Act,
because it was a permissive measure,
and adapted itself to public opinion.
Nevertheless, that law was defective,
and they now proposed a better and
more matured Bill, from which were
eliminated the defects which experi-
once had pointed out as existing in the
Dunkin Act. He did not see that any
person's liberties were interfered with
by this Bill. Our whole law and the
common law of England proceeded on
the principle that such a right did not
exist; the whole theory of the law was
that no one had the right to sell intoxi-
cating liquors.

AN HON. MEMBER: No.
MR. MILLS: Yes. The law said

that one person out of 250 of the
population could sell, but denied this
right to the other 249. People, how-
ever, might drink as much as they
pleased if they could get it. There
was no reason why this one should not
be placed on the same footing with the
other 249. A prohibitory liquor law
would not fill prisons with criminals,
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or poorhouses with or phans, or asy-
lums with lunatics, or do any of these
things ; and those who used their
voices against the liquor traffic did so
in consequence of the mischief it
occasioned, and because it interfered
with the means of livelihood in cer-
tain cases, resulting in nothing but
mischief to the community. He heard
no one say that prohibition was a bad
thing. The hon. member for Glouces-
ter said this Bill would interfere with
individual rights, and bon. members
who opposed it stated that it was not
practical, would be inoperative, and
if tried would fail. Very well; let it
be tried, and if it failed the community
would be satisfied. This measure
would merely enable the people, if
they chose, to protect themselves
against the mischief which the liquor
traffic had occasioned.

MR. MITCHELL said that he did
not agree with the statement of the
bon. member for Gloucester, or in the
entirety with the statement of the
hon. members of the Government who
had spoken, but he would support and
vote for this Bill, not because he be-
lieved it would effect all that its pro-
moters and advisers claimed, but
because a large and respectable body
of people in every portion of the
Dominion-and he spoke more parti-
cularly with reference to his county
and his Province-entertained a deep
conviction that a Bill of this character
was necessary for the security
of the morals and habits of
our young men, and our young
women, too, he presumed. Ie
did not believe that it would accom-
plish what the people desired. A Bill of
a similar nature was passed in New
Brunswick, he thought, in 1856, but it
was not in operation long enough to
enable the people to judge of its merits.
He believed that only one week after
the Bill was passed, Ris Excellency
the Governor called upon the Govern-
ment to recall the Legislature and take
into consideration the repeal of this
measure. He did not agree with Mr.
Speaker that the repeal of this legisla-
tion was caused by the tumults, riots
and disturbances that were created by
the operation of this Bill. It was
scarcely then got into operation; but

MR. MILLS.

he believed that a plot existed to unseat
the Government, and that this was the
object of this attempt. The Temperance
Bill was made the pretext by which
persons then in opposition were en-
abled to carry out their scheme of un.
seating the Government of which his
hon. friend (Sir Albert J. Smith) was a
member. le did not approve of that
Bill; and if be had been in the Legis-
lature he would have voted against it;
and when the appeal was made to the
country, he had the honour of being
returned for the county which he now
represented. A large proportion of the
people in his ceunty, and he believed
in his Province, had a deep-seated con.
viction that such a law was necessary
to check the growing evils that arose
out of the use of drink. le was not a
prohibitionist himself. He would not
to-day vote for an absolute prohibitory
law, but this measure gave to the peo.
ple an opportunity to test among them-
selves whether a majority or not was
in favour of putting certain restrictions
on the sale and use of liquor ; and more
particularly on its sale. While lie
thought that some hardships might be
inflicted in carrying out the law, and
that some people who indulged to a
moderate extent in the use of' spirituous
liquors, might have some difficulty in
doing so under it, nevertheless, lie was
of opinion that where the large ma-
jority of the people in any community
desired to put an end to what they
considered a positive evil, the right to
have an opportunity of testing the effi-
cacy of a law in the way now propos-
ed by the passage of this Bill. Mr.
Speaker had stated, he believed, that a
very great deal of injustice and tur-
moil and heart-burning would result
from the carrying of this measure into
effect; but he (Mr. Mitchell) did not
fear this. If it were an absolute pro-
hibitory law, and people thought that
their rights were infringed upon by it,
and if a majority, perhaps, were
against it, or if, as in the case of the
New Brunswick Bill, such verdict was
obtained without consulting the coull-
try, it would be a different matter, but
here opportunity was given to them of
going to the polls and ascertaining on
a fair test the sentiment of the con-
munity. He did not think the peopl®
could fairly complain of any hardship
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incurred in carrying it out. At all
events it was only reasonable and just
to afford to the people an opportunity
in this respect in order to put an end
to the agitation which had grown up
in the country with relation to this
question, and the only way to do so
was to test this Bil. If successful it
would be a positive benefit to the com-
munity, and if a failure it would be
the means, at all events, of terminat-
ing the agitation which was now rife
in almost every part of the Dominion,
and, therefore, on these grounds ho in-
tended to support the Bill. At the
same time ho must frankly state that
he did not think it would accomplish
all its supporters believed it would
accomplish, although ho trusted that
this might be the result.

MR. BUNSTER said ho had asked
the hon. the Premier what he meant,
and the hon. gentleman had given
him an evasive answer, which did not
become the hon. gentleman.

MR. MACKENZIE: Well, I will
tell the hon. gentleman what I
ineant and said. It was that the
hon. gentleman ought to know from
his own experience in the world
what the evils were. I said
nothing more and meant nothing more.
The hon. gentleman, no doubt, has seen
the effeets of the excessive use of in-
toxicating liquors; and should desire
or ought to desire,to remove these evils
if he could do so witbout doing any
harm to any parties.

AIR. BUNSTER said that the expla-
nation so far was so good. He did not
intend to allow that statement to go
unchallenged. One of the ablestjudges
in Canada had said that there was not
nearly so much crime committed
by mon who took a glass of liquor
once ,in a while as by the scheming
cold-blooded, cold-water and cold heart-
ed, and calculating persons, who care-
fully laid their plots and plans. They
all knew that the Bill was unworthy of
their consideration. An hon. and
high-minded member, the hon. mem-
ber for Gloucester, had denounced this
neasure, three or four years ago, with
regard to a similar temperance hum-
bug. The Speaker had placed him in the
Chair in Committee, thus closing his
Inouth on the subject. H1e had since

thon entertained hard feelings against
Mr. Speaker for that trick, but as the
hon.gentleman had that evening acted
in a straight-forward, honorable and
impartial way, ho begged to apologize
to the hon. gentleman who, hehoped,
would move a three months' hoist to
this measure. He would be only too
glad to second such a motion.

1
Ma. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said he

approved of the general principle of
the Bill. It was wise that the majority
of the different districts should have
an opportunity of passing an opinion
as to whether they would prohibit the
sale of intoxicating liquors or not.
But the Government should go further
and take to itself the whole control of
the traffic in intoxicating liquors, and
make all the regulations necessary
either for prohibiting the sale or
granting licenses.

On the 7th clause,

Ma. BUNSTER moved, in amend-
ment, that the word " drink " be
struck out, and replaced by the words
"s pirituous liquors," as the former
might include tea, coffee, or other such
refreshment.

Amendment negatived.

MR. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
that any person who should give to any
one a glass of wine in bis house might
be committed for six months and fined
under this measure.

MR. MACKENZIE: That is pre-
cisely the language of the Dominion
Election Law.

MR. MacKAY: Is that the intention
of the Act ?

Ma. MACKENZIE: Yes.
Clause aqreed to.
On clause 124,

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that if this by-law was adopted. all the
expenses of this polling would have
to be paid by the Dominion. This
might be right enough, but, if so, the
penalties collected should also go to
the Dominion. There was no reason
why they should go to the different
Provinces; and this would always be
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a means of recouping the whole of the
expenses to which the country would
be put by means of this Act.

Ma. BUNSTER said that compensa-
tion should be given by the Govern-
ment for the abolition of vested rights.
There were 131 breweries in the
Dominion; they represented consider-
able capital, and if they were to be
destroyed by the operation of this
obnoxious Act, it was only just and fair
to allow compensation.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that the
124th section had better be struck out.
He would consider, in the meantime, a
section regarding penalties. He pro-
posed that the fines should go to the

ominion.
Bill, as amended,

reported.
louse resumed.

Bill reported.

ordered to be

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT delivered a
Message from His Excellency the
Governor-General.

MR. SPEAKER read the Message,
and it is as follows:-

"DrFFEIN.

" The Governor-General transmits to the
House of Commons, Stpplementary Estimates
of sums required for the service of the
Dominion for the year ending Both June,
1878; and in accordance with the provisious
of ' The British North America Act, 1867,'
he recommends these Estimates to the Bouse
of Commons.

" GOVERNMENT NOUSE,
" Ottawa, 2nd May, 1878."

Ma. CARTWRIGHT moved that the
said Message and Supplementary Esti-
mates be referred to the Comamittee of
Supply.

Motion agreed to.

Bouse adjourned at
Twenty minutes after

Two o'clock.

Sni JoHN A. MACDONALD.

IHIOUSE OF COMMONS,

Saturday, 4th May, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYEas.

IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION
COMMITTEE.

FIRST AND FINAL REPORT.

Ma. TROW prosented the first and
final report of the Select Committee
on Immigration and Colonization.

PREVENTION OF CRIMES OF VIOLENCE
BILL.-[BILL No. 75.]

(Mr. Blake).

CONSIDERED IN CONIMITTEE.

House resolved itself into Committee
on said Bill.

On Section 2,

Ma. LANGEVIN said he wished
to say that he, for one, would not con-
sent to a Bill of this kind, if the hon.
gentlemen most interested in this mat-
ter, the representatives of the city of
Montreal, and others, had not repre-
sented that the state of feeling there,
and what had passed during the past
few months, required a very stringent
measure. This was, he knew, a very
severe measure. It interfered to a
great extent with individual liberty;
but, on the other hand, the intention
was to strike terror into the minds of
those who were disposed to trouble
society, break the peace, and, perhaps,
commit such violence as might lead to
bloodshed, and, perhaps, loss of life.
Under these circumstances, it
was with the greatest reluctance, he
consented to this Bill. There were
provisions in it to which he would
certainly object, were the measurO
limited to the space of time that would
elapse between now and the end of
next Session. Though enacted for a
short period, yet, if the proclama-
tions were issued, it would interfere
with our rights and privileges; but, On
the other hand, it was considered
necessary in order to avoid, a greater
evil.
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Ma. SPEAKER said he thought it
was very much to be regretted that
such a Bill should be considered noces-
sary. He believed that there was no
right-minded man in Parliament wbo
would not, with very great reluctance,
consent to a passage of a Bill of this
character. His a-wn impression, he
must confess, was that if such a Bill
was necessary, it did not go far
enough. In t he first place, the person
should be held more sacred than the
domicile; and if the person could be
searched without any previous infor-
mation being laid on each, there ought
not to be any serious objection to
searching the domicile. Moreover, he
believed that if they allowed persons
to keep weapons of a dangerous char-
acter in their houses, the Bill would be
ineffectual in its operation. The man
who would go out with the deliberate
intention of shooting down another
man, would not be deterred from carry-
ing out his intention or his attempt to
do so by any dread of being searched
lor weapons and of having them found
on his person ; and when a time of ex-
citement occurred, or a riot or tumult
in the neighbourhood of persons
desirous to use these arms, and if they
had them within easy reach in their
outhouses, he thought the chance
would be very great, indeed, that they
would not run to their houses, procure
their weapons, and bring them out and
use them. He was satisfied himself
that if an " Arm Act," as it was called
in the Imperial Parliament, was neces-
sary at all in the City of Montreal, or
elsewhere, it should go to the full
length, and that the whole population,
in the first instance, should be abso-
lutely disarmed, and then only persons
of known respectability should receive
licenses, and under these licenses to
have their arms in their bouses ; but
licenses should not be given, as under
this Bill, to carry weapons on the per-
son in such places as the City of Mon-
treal, where no man should be required
to carry weapons of any kind at any
time.

Ma. DEVLIN said it was, of course,
to be very much regretted that there
should exist a necessity for t'he intro-
duction of a measure of this kind into
the flouse, but, unfortunately, the

necessity existed, and it would, in his
judgment, be criminal, in fact, on the
part of the Hou -e to separate without
legislating to meet the difflculty that
existed in the City of Montreal. He pre-
sumed that every member of the House
was aware from the newspaper reports
which reached them from time to
time, of the state of feeling in the city
of Monti eal, that life in fact was with-
out security there at the present
moment, and that it was not safe to
leave your bouse at night, and walk
through the streets of Montreal with-
out incurring the danger of assassina-
tion. This, of course, was a most
unfortunate state of things; but, as he
had said, this state existed, and this
Bill was intended to apply a remedy,
as far as it was possible, for the law of
the land to apply a remedy, to the
evil under which Mentreal now
laboured. As Mr. Speaker said, it was,
of course, to be regretted that a law of
this kind should be found necessary,
but it was not the first time that a law
as severe as this bad been introduced.
The ffabeas Corpus Act be thought was
suspended on more than one occasion ;
it was found necessary to do so in the
interest of the country; and it was
now absolutely necessary, in the in-
terests of the peace, welfare and
happiness of the leading city of the
Dominion of Canada, to press a law
and a stringent law to deal with the
lawless class who had so far set the
law at defiance. He agreed with Mr.
Speaker in the opinion he had enun-
ciated as to the necessity of making
the law more stringent. He was in
favour himself of making the Bill as
stringent as possible, and a terror, if
possible, to evil doers, and to show
those persons who had set the law at
defiance, that the law, after all, was
strong enough to deal with their
offence, and to put them down. It
was the intention to move a clause
which he thought would meet it to,
the full extent, at least to a very great
extent, the objection, or suggestion
rather, ot Mr. Speaker, in reference to
the search in houses. He might also
mention that yesterday a meeting of
the City Council of Montreal was held,
and at that meeting the city was fully
represented in every way, in creed,
in class and in nationality ; and at
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that meeting it was resolved to
appeal to this House and to the lead-
ing and distinguished members of the
flouse who had taken this matter in
hand, such as the hon. member for South
Bruce, and to ask them to make this
Bill as stringent as possible, and to
have a clause inserted in the Bill
authorizirig the police officers to search
houses and other places where there
might be reason to suspect that arms
lay concealed or deposited for unlaw-
ful purposes ; and this it was now pro-
posed to do. Something was said,
though, perhaps, he ought not to refer
to it all, but still, perhaps. it was as
well under the extraordinary circum-
stances under what this Bill was now
introduced to mention it. A state-
ment was made in some of the Mon-
treal papers that there was no Pro-
testant in this House froin the city of
Montreal, and some apprehension was
expressed or manifested that perhaps
this Bill would not receive that atten-
tion which the Protestant interests de-
manded. He took this opportunity of
begging the hon. members of the
House, who were Protestants, to give
their best attention to this Bill, and if
they found in it one word, or a clause
or anything indicative of hostile in-
tention of that kind, let it be
struck out; but he presumed that
it was not necessary for him to say
that they were not legislating here for
Protestants or for Catholics, butin the
first place,and principally for the honor
and dignity, and the stability, and the
safety of all classes who resided in the
city of Montreal, and for the good
name and fame of the Dominion of
Canada; and not on behalf of any
class. This Bill had been prepared by
the hon. member for South Bruce, who
certainly could scarcely be suspected
of preparing a Bill which would in-
vade in anyway the rights or liberties
of any of his fellow-citizens. Speaking
for the hon. member for Montreal East,
and in his own name, he desired simply
to say that all they asked for from
the House was for a law that would
meet the unfortunate state of things
which now existed in Montreal; and
the demand for this Bill came not from
any particular class but from all the
citizens of Montreal, who valued the
good name of the city, and were anxi-

MR. DEVLIN.

ous to live on terms of good will and
brotherhood with their fellow citizens,
as in times gone by. fie really feit
ashamed to be obligea to make these
remarks. It was only a very short time
ago that it was their proud boast that
there was no city in the Dominion of
Cnnada, and none on the Continent of
America, more disti nguished than Mon-
treal for its peaceableness and charita-
bleness and its good will toswards ail
classes of their fellow citizens. But this
happy feeling had been changed. He
should not avail himself of this oppor-
tunity to enter into the cause of the
unhappy state of things that exist there
now; but he would say that it was
their bounded duty to nip the evil in
the bud, and to show those who were
determined to set the law at defiance
that there was power and will and
strength enough, and determination in
this Dominion to stamp outevery law-
less attempt calculated to imperil the
safety of life and property, and good
name and reputation of our Dominion,
no matter from what quarter that hos-
tility may corne. It was in this spirit
that this piece of legislation was con-
ceived by its distinguished author, and
it was in this spirit, he trusted,that the
Bill would pass through the House,
and he also hoped that they would be-
fore long be able to do away with this
law, that there would soon be no neces-
sity for it ; he trusted that Montreal
would return to her former condition,
and that the happy feeling to which
he had referred, and which it was their
pride to encourage in Montreal, and to
boast of at all places and at all times,
would return once more ; and that they
would hear no more of these fearful and
deplorable scenes which were a disgrace
not only to Montreal, but a source of
shame to the whole Dominion. He
could say on behalf of his bon. col-
league from Montreal East and himself
that this matter was not neglected.
Some weeks ago it was brought by
himself under the special notice of the
hon. member for South Bruce, and un-
der his notice especially, because he
had already deaIt with a branch of this
question when Minister of Justice. fie
also ha-I the honour of bringing it un-
der the notice of the Premier and of
other members of the Government;
and he had simply in the name of Mon-
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treal to return them their cordial
thanks for the interest they were tak-
ing in the welfare of Montreal, and to
this House for the spirit it was now
displaying in support of law and order
in Montreal, and in support of charity,
brotherhood andsneighbourly love.

MR. JETTÉ said he fully concurred
in the remarks of his hon. colleague
from Montreal Centre. No doubt the
Bill now submitted was exceptional
legislation ; but it was required by the
exceptional circumstances in which
they stood in the city of Montreal. He
knew the nature of the amendment
which the hon. member for Montreal
Centre was to propose ; and he fully
approved of this amendment, which
was calculated to make the law more
stringent and more effective if possi-
ble.

Section agreed to.
On Section 7.
MR. DEVLIN submitted that in

order to give speedy effect to this Bill,
persons charged with offences against
the Act should be summarily tried.

MR. BLAKE said this question had
been considered by the Committee, and
they had not seen their way clear to
alter the provisions of the Bill in this
respect. The party who elected to be
tried by jury, was either held to bail or
put in jail, and it was a question
whether the painful occurrences which
had given rise to this legislation were
sufficiently grave to lead Parliament to
refuse the right of trial by jury for a
criminal offence. The City Council of
Montreal had asked the House to pro-
vide for a summary trial, but although
they were bound to act promptly and
severely,and by exceptional legislation,
which, under ordinary circumstances,
would deserve the term of odious legis-
lation, they must be careful that they
were not frightened into doing any-
thing which they might afterwards
regret.

MR. LANGEVIN said he agreed
entirely with the hon. member for
for South Bruce. The hon. member
for Montreal Centre (Mr. Devlin)
should remember that this was not
legislation for the City of Montreal
alone, but for the whole Dominion.
They must not take it for granted that

all the parties arrested would be
guilty, and it would not be judicious to
deprive innocent parties of the great
safeguard which they possessed of be-
ing tried by jury. They should not be
carried away by the impulse of the
moment or by the fear of trouble in
Montreal.

MR. DE VLIN said an innocent man
would be very anxious to be tried im-
mediately. It was only the guilty
parties who would like to postpone the
trial as long as possible. The absolute
urgency of dealing with the difficulty
existing at the present moment
should be borne in mind, and he feared
if they did not deal with these people
in a summary manner the effect of the
law would be very much impaired. le
did not know that they should be so
scrupulous in dealing with persons who
were found with loaded arms in their
possession for the purpose of assassin-
ation. If they were tried before the
Recorder or the Police Magistrate they
would have all the opportunity they
could possibly have before a jury.
They should bear in mind the
necessity which had called forth
this legislation, and should re-
member that it was of the highest
importance in regard to the class they
intended to control, and the violence
they intended to arrest, to apply the
remedy as quickly and as stringently
as possible. The only way to strike
terror into the mind of the evil-doer
was to provide that the punishment
should follow immediately on the com-
mission of the offence. The loss of
one life was a terrible thing, and the
saving of one life was a very import-
ant thing; and he asked the House
to consider what must be the conse-
quence if these persons could escape
trial. He was glad that this difficulty
was so far confined to Montreal, but
they knew not how soon it might ex-
tend beyond its limits. It was, there-
fore, of the highest importance that
the disease which had shown itself in
Montreal should be stamped out there
at once, and should not be allowed to
spread throughout the rest of the
Dominion.

Sir JOfIN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. member for Montreal Centre
(Mr. Devlin) spoke as if this was a law
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to bring to justice people lying in am-
bush to commit murder. That was not
the fact. It was to prevent the carry-
ing of arms. If a man were charged
in addition with lying in ambush to
commit murder, he must be charged by
a jury.

MR. DEVLIN: If there are tbree
or four persons standing at a street
corner, and you find loaded revolvers
upon their persons, what are they
there for ?

SiR JOHN A. MACCDONALD said
he did not think bis hon. friend's book
on criminal evidence would be trust-
worthy, if lie said that the fact of their
being found with arms upon their per-
sons would prove that they intended
to commit murder. They might
simply desire to protect themselves.
If a man was found with arms upon
his person, in the first place, the wea-
pon was confiscated; then the man
had the indictment hanging over him,
and the sureties were interested with
him in keeping the peace, because, il
he were guilty of any further %iolence,
it would injure bis case very much.

MR. HUNTINGTON said that,
while there appeared to be no differ-
ence in the House as to the grave evil
which had caused this legislation now
being asked for, it would be regretable
if the impression should go abroad
that the public would not be suffici-
ently protected, after the Bill had
passed, by the ordinary process
of law. There was no doubi
that the people of Lower Canada,
as one man were opposed to
the system of violence which prevail-
ed in Montreal, and no doubt that vio-
lence was not the result of disloyalty,
and was not against the Government
or the law per se in the minds of the
infatuated people who were carrying
it on. Directly they understood that the
carrying of arms was primd facie evid-
ence that they belonged to the danger-
ous classes, and would be put under
arrest, they would feel that they were
outlawed to a great extent, and that
would probably be available to stop the
illegal proceedings in which they were
engaged. He thought it would be re-
gretted if the House and the country

BIR JOHN A. MACDoNALD.

were made to believe that the state of
things in Montreal was such as require
the suspension of the old system of
trial by jury. He believed it was not
as much the penalty upon which they
were to depend for staying this lawless-
ness which they all deplored, as the
fact that the lawleseness would be de-
fined, the men arrested, the arms ton-
fiscated, and the stamp of outlawry
imposed upon the system now prevail-
ing.

Ma. CAMERON said the hon. mem-
ber for Montreal Centre (Mr. Devlin)
seemed to confound the urgency to
prevent the commission of crime with
the urgency to punish it. This Act
provided amply for the prevention of
crime. He denied altogether that
the urgency to punish existed. He did
not think it was desirable that the
trial should take place or the punish-
ment be inflicted during a period of
great local excitement. He confossed
that he bad considerable doubt
whether the law, as it stood already,
was not sufficient.

MR. DEVLIN said that seeing the
House was against the proposition, he
would not press it.

Section agreed to.

After Section 13,

Mn. DEVLIN moved to insert the
following in Section 14:-

"Any Justice of the Peace may,on the oath
of a credible witness, that le believes that
arms exceeding five in nuinher are in any
bouse or place within the proclaimed district,
in order to their being carried witliin the pro-
claimed district, contrary to the third clause
of this Act, shall issue his warrant to any
constable or peace officer, to search for and
seize the sane ; and he, or any person in his
aid, may search for any aris, and if more
tbau five arins be found in such bouse or
place, he may seize and detain the same.

"2. In case admission into such bouse or
place be not granted after demand, such con-
stable or peace officer or an v person in bis

aid, may at any time between sunrise and
sunset, enter the saine by lorce, in order for
searcli and seizure.

" 3. Unless the person in whose bouse or
place the sane are found do, within four days
next after the seizure, prove to the satisfaction
of the Justice that they were not in such house
or place, in order to their being carried with-
in the proclaimed district contrary to the 318t
clause of this Act, they shall be kept and
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retained for the use of Her Majesty, and
otherwise they shall be restored to such per-
son.",

Section agreed to.
Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-

ported.
House resuned.
Bill reported.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Order for House to go again into
'Comimittee of Supply, read.

Mi. MACKENZIE : I desire, Mr.
Speaker, before you leave the Chair to
make some remarks concerning the
position of the Canada Pacific Railway
before we enter into discussion in Com-
mittee upon the several items which
are contained in the Ettimates laid be-
fore the House. At present it will be
readily understood by all who have
read the reports published that we
have arrived at the period when it be-
comes necessary to take some definite
and decided steps towards making an
attempt at the construction of that
road, because of the entire completion
of the surveys upon the several routes
that are most likely to be adopted by
the Government from one end of the line
to the other. On previous occasions I
was obliged to refer to some extent to
the diffiuulties which beset the Govern-
ment in undertaking such a vast en-
terprise, and I must, at the present
moment, refer to the inception and the
character of that enterprise as I felt
it to be from the first. I shall not at
present enter into a discussion of what
may be called the mero political aspect
of the question which resulted in the
conception of this great enterprise, or
the binding obligation which was made
with the Province of British Columbia
concerning its construction, further
than to say that at that time 1 deemed
it an unwise proceeding to make any
binding obligation with any one of the
Provinces for the expenditure of such
an enormous sum of money as this
involved, and the undertaking of such
an obligation, without any kind of in-
formation concerning the character or
extent of the enterprise further than
might be obtained by placing a pair of
compasses on a map and measuring
-the distances from one point to

another over the continent. At the
same time, there can be no ques-
tion of this, that it was in it>elf a
desirable object to obtain railway com-
munication from one end of our Do-
minion to the other, traversing the
continent from east to west. So far as
the desirability of obtaining such a
conneetion may be concerned, there
can be no real difference of opinion
between any two parties in this coun-
try, or amongst any class of our popu-
lation. But, Sir, while that isthe case,
we have to consider in, entering upon
a scheme of that kind,what it involves.
It ought to be done with the fhr-seeing
eye of the statesman. and its prosecu-
tion ought te be undertaken with a
due regard to the capacity of the coun-
try to sustain such an enterprise. At the
time that this Administration came
into office, we found that the work had
been fairly entered upon. The obliga-
tion was first incurred early in 1871,
and, during that year, some arrange-
ments were made for making a com-
mencement of the work of exploration
as the necessary preliminary to the
execution of a work which the Govern-
ment of the country was bound to have
completed in 1881. I need not refer
to the efforts made by myself and
others, when we occupied seats in the
Opposition side of the House, to obtain
some relaxation of what we considered
terms which were too onerous to be
borne by this country. And when tlk
new Government succeeded to poweir
in November, 1873, it was one of those
difficult questions which we had before
us-as one which, if not demanding an
immediate solution, required such at-
tention as would enable us te present
to Parliament, when it met in 1874,
some scheme whereby the views we
had previously entertained might be,
to a greater or less extent, carried out
in practice. Those views, as I have al-
ready indicated, were that it was an
absolute necessity to obtai n some modi-
fication of the original conditions, and
that we should not be placed in tho
position, if it were possible to avoid it,
of having wantonly undertaken to dis-
charge certain obligations, and, at the
same time, have made no effort to
carry them out, so far as they related
to any particular part of the Dominion.
I felt, Sir, that the mere wording of a
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resolution, which provided that this
enterprise should be undertaken with-
out increasing the burdens of taxation,
was, in itself, scarcely sufficient to
justify us in assuming that it would be
right to violate what was practically a
solemn treaty obligation, althouglh
such resolution being passed with the
knowledge of all must have weight;
and therefore we placed ourselves in
communication with the Government
of British Columbia with a view of
obtaining such a relaxation of those
conditions as would justify the Govern-
ment in proceeding, to some extent,
with the execution of the works, and,
at the same time, fulfil the other con-
dition which provided that no increase
to the burden of taxation should be
imposed upon the Dominion generally
in carrying out such modified terms as
might be made. Now, Sir, I felt all
through those negotiations with British
Columbia, that we had the moral power
and weight of the question on our side,
though the letter of the engagement
was with them; that the physical ful-
filment of the conditions made were
practically and utterly impossible;
that there could be nothing, as I be-
lieved, more foolish than to pretend
that we would be able to finish the
road within the time that was pro-
vided for in the Act of Union. We
had already, up to that time, spent
somewhat over two years and a
half from the time that the obliga-
tion was incurred in exploratory
surveys, and not one mile of the road
was at that time located. It was
still a matter of uncertainty what
route might yet be adopted, and fur-
ther than a fact which we find record-
ed in one of the reports of the en-
gineer, that the pass known as the
Jasper House Pass had been selected
by the late Administration in April,
1872, as the one by which the iRocky
Mountain range was to be penetrated;
nothing of any moment occurred
which would have justified the Gov-
ernment in assuming that a practical
line had been found, or laid down on a
map, in any part of the 2,600 miles to
be traversed. The modified plan which
we suggested was, that we should as ra-
pidly as possible complete the surveys,
and wheu the surveys were completed
we should endeavour to complete such

M MAOKENZIE.

initial portions of the railway as would
enable us to carry forward our own po-
pulation and our immigrant popula-
tion into the interior of the continent,
and afford some more rapid means of
transit from the West through the
Rocky Mountains to the prairie region.
And in order to accomplish this we
proposed that we should for a time
abandon, as not immediately neces-
sary, the construction of the line from
Nepigon or the west end of Thunder
Bay, as might be, to Lake Nipissing,
which was selected as the eastern ter-
minus; and that we should, for a time
at least, until our financial condition
would enable us to complete the after
portion, avail ourselves of the navig-
ation of the great lakes-that is Lakes
Huron and Superior-and effect a con-
nection between the western end of
Lake Superior, at whatever point
might be decided, and touching upon
the eastern end of Lake Huron in
Georgian Bay; that from that point
eastward we should build a short
branch to reach the originally project-
ed terminus south and east of Lake
Nipissing, and that we should subsi-
dize one of the Ottawa Valley rail-
roads, running as directly as possible
in the direction of Montreal in the
valley of Ottawa. The original project
contemplated was, of course, to connect
the two oceans, and the only point
which might be looked to as the ocean
terminus to the East was the city of
Montreal, while on the West a point
had to be selected according to the de-
velopments which might be made
during the progress of the survey.
Having this scheme in view which I
have briefly notioed, and, I might say,
anticipated at the time, knowing too
little of the interior of the country to
be aware whether we should construct
a railway more cheaply or not, we
contemplated also using in other parts
of the country what has become a pro-
verbial phrase in this House: " the
magnificent water stretches " we
posessed in that country. The plan,
Sir, which we had thus sketched out
obtained finally the sanction of the
Columbia Government, under the in-
tervention of Lord Carnarvon, the
Colonial Secretary, and by those
terme it was provided that we shoulJ
build a line btween Esquimalt, or
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Victoria and iNanaimo, as speedily as

possible, as compensation for delays
which had occurred or which might
occur, but not as part of the Pacifie
IRailway; and as soon as the surveys
were completed and the line actually
located on the mainland, that we
should spend a sum not less than
$2,000,000 per annua upon the con-
struction. In accordance with those
arrangements a Bill was orourht into
and carried througb, the louse for
building the short line upon Van-
couver's Island. That Bill was de-
feated in the other branch of the
Legislature, and of course it became
impossible for us to carry out that
part of the arrangement with British
Columbia. In the meantime, we
had made considerable progress
with the surveys in British
Columbia, and over other parts of
the route where it was necessary to
have an exhaustive survey made in
order to decide on what particular line
we should ultimately construct the
road. I need not advert at any great
length to the character of those sur-
veys, nor need I refer particularly to
the varions phases which the subject
assumed as information of a fresh char-
acter reached the Government from
various quarters as the work progress-
ed. I have been told, Sir, occasionally
in this House, during last Session nota-
bly, that I have materially changed my
views of certain portions of the road
from those which I first stated in ex-
pounding the policy of the Govern-
ment in 1874. I stated on those occa-
sions that I had no views to present to
the House at any time or during that
Session from personal observation, or
for which I could personally in any
way be held responsible, or which im-
posed any obligation as to their accuracy
upon the Government, because all those
statements as to surveys and results of
surveys were necessarily predicated
Upon the information obtained from the
engineers who were engaged in them,
and concerning which it was manifest-
1y impossible for the Government to
ascertain their accuracy or inaccuracy.
It was my own firm belief, for instance,
for many months after I assumed the
duties pf this Department-and it was
the belief'of the Government-that
Lake Nepigon, or rather Nepigon Bay,

would be the most suitable terminus
on Lake Superior, and it undoubtedly
would be even yet, in one sense, be-
cause the distance from Selkirk, as the
objective point in the West, common to
all routes, vid Rat Portage, would be
shorter to Lake Nipissing if we had
been able to carry the line direct, or
nearly direct, to Nepigon, and thence
traverse the country either by the
lake shore, which is somewhat
rough, or go back to a point north of
the end of Long Lake and reach a com-
paratively easy country far to the
north of Lake Superior, or behind that
fringe of rough country which borders
the lake. But the examination of the
country west of Nepigon, especially in
the valley of the Sturgeon River,
which was found to be the most acces-
sible route leading, not very directly,
but still in the direction that we
desired to go, showed that the country
was exceedingly rough, that the labour
would be very great, and that the
work of construction would be very
heavy. The late Government, I may
say, anticipating probably that some-
thing of this kind might be found, and,
at all events, no doubt, considering it
necessary to examine alternative
routes, despatched a strong party of
engineers to examine the country friom
Thunder Bay westward. That exam-
ination, I may say, was so far com-
pleted towards the autumn of 1874
that we found there was no doubt of a
favourable route being obtainable by
the valley of the Kaministiquia
traversing the country west of that,
either as was first anticipated by what
is known as Sturgeon Falls, and pass-
ing in a nearly direct lino to Rat
Portage, or, what was afterwards
found still more desirable, to pass to
the northward of Lake Shebandowan
and Lac des Mille Lacs, reaching the
waters of the latter lake at the mouth,
or near the mouth of the Savanne
River, which falls into Lac des Mille
Lacs from the north-east. This route
was found remarkably easy of construe-
tion, and, as I will show before I have
done, has proved to be in point of
construction remarkably cheap. At
the same time we reached Lake
Superior, as I believe, at a harbour
in Thunder Bag of a superior character.
I do not pretend to have any personal
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knowledge of the comparative merits
of the two points, that is Nepigon Bay
and 'Thunder Bay; but I haveno doubt,
from what I have read and heard, that
either port would prove a most avail-
able harbour for the trade that might
be ait uacted to these points after the
,construction of the railway. The en-
ergies of the Government, then, Sir,
were directed towards a matter that I
shall refer to very briefly when I come
to speak of the details of the work
which the Government has undertaken.
In the meantime, to give some idea of
the vastness of the enterprise upon
which the Government of Canada had
,entered,we have only to observe that we
had to traverse a continent, most of it
absolutely unknown except by a few
Hudson Bay traders and a few Indians,
from whom some general information
<only might have been gleaned. The
country from Lake Nipissing, follow-
ing up towards the Montreal River and
behind the border of the mountains on
the lake shore, was scarcely ever trod-
den by any scientific men who left any
proper record of its character behind
them. And from Lake Superior, on
Thunder Bay, westward to Rat Por-
tage, although the country had been
traversed for a century by the em-
ployés of fur-trading companies in their
journeys to the west and return
journeys to the east, comparatively
little was known of the country. It
was only known that it was a country
traversed by numerous streams and
dotted with many lakes; that it was an
extremely rocky country, and densely
wooded for the most part, although
occasionally there were large tracts
of good land in various places, but in-
significant as compared with the entire
area of the country to traversed. The
entire country from Lake Nipissing to
Rat Portage, or almost to the Red
River, was without a single inhabi-
tant, or only temporarily occupied by
trappers, who had penetrated the wil-
derness at various points in pursuit of
their calling. The explorations of
Captain Pallister and the other Imperial
officers had left us the only accurate
information of the country west of Red
River we possessed, beyond that ob-
t ined by the early missionaries who
visited that country on their benevolent
.enterprises. But still the exploration
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of that portion of the country was a
matter of comparative ease. It was,
however, whon we reached the Rocky
Mountain range that the most serious
difficulties of the enterprise presented
themselves. One large party of engi.
neers spent nearly two whole years in
endeavouring to find a suitable pass
through this formidable barrier, and
through the hills t.hat lie within the
bend of the Columbia River. Much
time was afterwards spent in the coin-
try north of that river and the Thomp.
son, known as the Cariboo Mountains.
At one time, after it was decided by
the late Administration that the Yel.
lowhead Pass should be the point for
penetrating the Rocky Mountain range,
it was supposed that after passing
down from Tête Jaune Cache a short
distance on the North Thompson
River it would be possible to
find a nearly direct line across
to the Chilicotin Plains by Clear Water
Lake, with a view to reaching the Bute
Inlet route somewhere on those plains.
But the second season developed such
numerous and serious difficulties that it
became quite impossible to traverse
the country in that direction, and the
attempt had to be abandoned. The
next season we surveyed the country
mentioned in an early report as a pro-
bable route by Mr. Sandford Fleming,
which passes to the north and west of
Cariboo Mountains, following down the
valley ofthe Fraser until we reached
a point west of Fort George, whence it
diverged nearly due south but west of
the Fraser, traversing the Chilicotin
Plains and taking the pass through
the mountains known now as the
Homathco Valley Pass. In all of those
enterprises we find from Mr. Fleming's
report, that we had 47,000 miles of
route actually traversed by the various
parties who were sent out to explore
the country. A very large proportion
of this had to be done under circum-
stances of the greatest difficulty and
danger. That diffieulty and danger,
perhaps, could best be estimated by the
statement that there was a loss of life
of about forty men during the progress
of those explorations. Some were
surrounded by .brest fires and burnt
to death. Others lost their lives in
endeavouring to cross dangerous rivers
and descending the tumultuous rapide
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to the Fraser and other rivers little
known. In addition to the actual
travelling of 47,000 miles of district
routes in search of the best way where-
on to build the railway, we find that
there were actual instrumental surveys,
laboriously measured yard by yard, of
not less than 12,000 miles, or very
nearly five times the length of the road
when completed from ILake IN ipissing
to the Pacific Ocean. It is difficult to
estimate the amount of labour incur.
red in this gigantie enterprise, and
difficult to over-estimate the zeal, the
assiduity, and the diligence of many of
the parties who were engaged in this
work, unless one should visit the
country traversed. On one occasion,
for instance, a party was sent in the
autumn of the year, in December, from
Fort George to survey the northern
affluents of the Fraser, which were sup-
posed, from some rumours which
reached the Govern ment, to reach tome
point in the Rocky Mountains north of
the Yellowhead Pass which would pre-
sent a more favourable route for pass-
ing the mountain range. This party,
under Mr. Jarvis, spent the entire
winter in those bleak mountains, and
in the midst of the deepest snow
which is to be found in that quarter,
with only the shelter of the canvas
tents at nights. And so, Sir, with re-
gard to other districts which were
traversed by parties of engineers in all
directions. We find that the greatest
amount of labour which oould possibly
be endured was endured by many of
those men in the survey. The Gov-
ernment were compelled, in conse-
quence of the obligatory character of
the arrangement which was entered
into by the late Government, to press
the work in this manner in order to
secure at as early a day as possible the
best information concerning the char-
acter of the country, its natural advan-
tages, as well as its topographical
features, before it would be possible
for us to come down to Parliament
and announce the section of the route
Upon which to eonstruct the road. In
order to give another idea of
the amount of labour which
was incurred, I may state that in the
first year, in 1871, in making the mere
Preliminary preparations for the sur-
'ey, there was expended $30,148. In
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the second year, 1872, the amount
spent in surveys was $489,428. In the
third year, 1873, $561,813; in the
fourth year, $310,224; in the fiftb,
$474,529; in the sixth, 8791,121; in
the seventh, $754,634-being a total
up to the first of June of last year of
$3,411,895. And the expenditure for
the current financial year has yet to be
presented, but as it is not completed I
am unable to state what it will be, ex-
cept that the estimate was $230,000.
But this much we know, that, taking
the entire length of the road, and sup-
posing it to be finished now from Lake
Nipissing to the Pacific seaboard, it
has cost for these preliminary surveys
-when I say preliminary surveys I
mean all the surveys preliminary to
actual construction being commenced
-the sum of $1,300 per mile.' In order
to estimate accurately the nature of
the difficulties in British Columbia, I
may state that though, I am not able to
give the exact division at the moment,
out of three and one-half millions spent
up to the end of the last financial year
not far short of one-half was spent in
British Columbia upon an extent of
one-fifth part of the entire length of
road.

Ma. DECOSMOS: One-half of it was
wasted.

Ma. MACKENZIE: My hon. friend
says one-half of it was wasted. I can-
not speak as to what was wasted fur-
ther than to say that it would be very
difficult indeed to undertake a work of
such vast magnitude without wasting
a great deal of money. The necessities
of the case were such, then, when
men had to be sent into all
quarters of the country, and an
enormous expenditure had to be
incurred in getting in the provisions
and supplies necessary for maintenance
-1 say that under these circumstances
it would be a marvel indeed if a large
amount of money were not spent upon.
works which afterwards turned out to
be absolutely worthless, but which
could not be known originally. J can
only say that it would, perhaps, be
difficult te find a more energetic staff
of engincers than were concentrated on
that work, though there might be-no-
doubt there were-many among them
who were not as fit for their position.
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as it were desirable they should be.
Where we have to pick up atonce from
one hundred to two hundred engineers
to prosecute a work under the sting-
ing impulse of an obligation as to time,
which we are anxious to fulfil, it is
difficult to avoid an expenditure which,
in a more leisurely and deliberate way
of examining the country, might have
been avoided. When wo find that ail
this work was accomplished practically
in the space of six years, we may say
also that a feat is presented in the exam-
ination of a continent which has never
been equalled, so far as I know. in any
country. Why, Sir, on a railway from
the interior of India to Bombay they
spent, in making the survey of a lne
which traversed a country, except
where it crosses one mountain range,
comparatively easy for engineering,
and covered with a dense population, a
period of four years; and they were
able to begin no portion of the con-
struction on what is known as one of
the great engineering works of that
country. Our engineers had to traverse
a country entirely without any popula-
tion, except at one point, where they
reached the Red River settlements;
and we know from the sparsity
of the population even there,
that so very small a quantity of
produce was then grown in that rich
country, that at that time we couldnot
depend on obtaining a large amount,
if any at all, and supplies had to be
taken into the country by the most
laborious process, and at a very great
expense. Now, Sir, various estimates
have been made at different times by
different individuals as to the cost of
the construction of this railway. I
will, at a future part of my remarks,
give some information about the actual
cost where we have ascertained it.
But, as to the total cost of the enter-
prise, reviewing it from an initial
standpoint, I must confine myself to
the officiai information placed in the
possession of the late Government, and
of course committed to myself also
after I succeeded in office. In Mr.
Fleming's report of 1873, to the Gov-
ernment, is a memorandum for the
guidance of the Governument, made
under conditions to which I shall not
allude -t the present time. The esti-
mated cost at that time was, for the
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Pembina branch, $13,000,000; frorm
Lake Superior to Red River,
$14,700,000; from Red River to the
Rocky Mountains, $26,000,000; fromQ
Lake Nipissing to Lake Superior june.
tion, $23,000,000; from the Rocky
Mountains to the Pacifie, $35,000,000
-or a total estimated cost of
$100,000,000 to connect the systenis of
the Eastern Provinces at Nipissing
with some ocean port on the Pacifie
cost. The vastness of the enterprise
might be enhanced, or it might be re-
duced by the particular port selected
on the Pacifie which it might be de.
termined to reach, and, shortly before
the late Government left office, they
bad practically determined upon
reaching the ocean by the port of
Esquimalt. To reach the ocean
by the port of Esquimalt would,
however, require a much larger esti-
mate that the $35,000,000 which is
place*d down bere as necessary to tra-
verse British Columbia. When I come
to speak of the comparative merits of
the several routes, I will allude to the
expenditure necessary to reach the
several points which have to be
reached 'n ultimately finding a suit.
able harbour for the trade of the
eountry. But I now propose to say a
few words with regard to the different
lines which have been selected ; first,
east of the Rocky Mountains, and,
secondly, in Columbia. The engineers
of the Department, in selecting a
ronte from Lake Superior, had, as I
have already stated, to reach Rat
Portage as the objective point on the
west to which all linos must converge
starting from the eastward, and from
that point west it was an open question
whether the line should traverse the
more southern parts of the countrY,
crossing Red River either at the city
of Winnipeg or a little to the south or
north of it, or whether it should cross
the Red River towards its junction
with Lake Winnipeg, and cross the
country in another direction from that
which would be taken if the route
south of Lake Manitoba had been
selected. Now, some hon. gentlemen
will have observed, no doubt, on the
map-and we have heard explanationS
concerning the map and the route by
way of the city of Winnipeg during
this Session-they will have observed
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-that, by taking the southern route, we
-would again reach the valley of the
Assiniboine, somewhere about 140 or
150 miles west of Red River; and, by
taking that route, we would have to
bend considerably to the southward of
the general lino, to avoid crossing
the Riding and Ibuck Mountains
at a place where it would
require high grades, probably going
east as well as west. The other route,
which was at one time supposed to be
somewhat more difficult, took nearly a
straight course from Rat Portage to
what is known as Selkirk, a point 22 or
23 miles north of Winnipeg on the Red
River, and from that point went in a
nearly direct line, crossing the Nar-
rows of Lake Manitoba, to a point at
the extreme northern flank of Duck
Mountains, and marked on the map as
Northcote. F Prom that point there was
.a slight divergence to the southwards,
in order to reach the most favourable
point in the Swan River Valley, but
following generally the course of Swan
River from that point I have alluded
to, to the other point from which it
took a due west course until it reached
very nearly the vicinity of Battle
River, on the North Saakatchewan.
There had been some controversy
about the course adopted in traversing
the Province of Manitoba and the ter-
ritory immediately west of it. It was
supposed by some people that Mr.
Fleming had made a mistake in select-
ing the northern route, and it ought to
pass through the country south of
Lake Manitoba, taking the course I
described a few minutes ago. Taking
this course, however, would be open to
two or three very serious objectibns. In
the first place, it was known that the
engineering difficulties would undoubt-
edly be somewhat serious, and we
knew fromMr.Smith's explorations dur-
ing the last season, that they were even
more severe than we had anticipated.
We find that the deep valleys cut by
the riveis of the country, falling into
the Assiniboine, and by that river
itself, were so deep and wide as to
make bridging upon anything near
the average level of the prairie an
ulnpossibility. The valleys have a
depth of from 200 to 250 feet below
the general level, with a width in
-Ofie places of about a mile on the
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level. We find that in one place it re-
quired a divergence from a straight
line or rather involved a curvature
which lengtbened the line nine miles,
thus adding that much to the length
and cost of the road, in consequence of
having topass over one only of those
rivers. Mr. Smith confirmed in his re-
port the conclusion that Mr. Fleming
had arrived at in previous years, and
the Government felt that the proper
course to adopt was to follow the line
projected by Mr. Fleming. We know
that bosides lengthening the road from
twenty to thirty miles, it would in-
volve an expenditura in the neigh bour-
hood of $1,000,000, bocause of the
more severe character of the works, as
well as the additional mileage imposed
on passengers and trafflc for all time,
which is itself a most serious objection.
The other objection was that it was de-
sirable, if possible, that a national high-
way should point in the direction of the
greatest amount, and keep near the
centre, of the habitable territory, thus
fulfilling the conditions of a really
national highway through fertile lands.
The character ofthe country for fertility
would to some extent-other consider-
ations being equal, to a great extent
indeed-determine alike the engineers
and the Government in the final selec-
tion of the route. We have, therefore,
decided without any hesitation, after
the most careful enquiry that can be
made, to follow the line which is
now laid down to the Jasper House
Pass. The question whieh bas arisen
very lately of adopting another
route to the northward even does
not alter in any way the con-
ditions that I have referred to as
governing the selection of the route
east of Livingstone, because it will be
seen that if the Government and Par-
liament should decide upon adopting
the Peace Valley Pine River route, as
projected by several gentlemen, they
would still take the same line that we
have now taken to that point north of
the Duck Mountains, and from that
point they would take a straight line
to Fort à la Corne, and pus froin there
nearly in a straight line to the lower
forks of the Smoky River, passing by
Lesser Slave Lake on the south, and so
reaching Pine River Pus. We are
not in a position to discuass this route,
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for the single reason that that part of
the country has not yet been surveyed.
Except so far as the travels of Mr.
Horetzky, one of our officials who was
sent over a portion of that country to
examine and take information regard-
ing the Pine River Pass by Mr. Hunter,
may be called a survey, supplemented
by the information brought to us from
the Peace River Valley by Mr. Selwyn
and Mr. Macoun, we have practically
no information beyond this as to the
character of this route. We knew,
indeed, as a general thing, that this
route would traverse a favourable
country for agricultural pursuits. I
think there can be no question about
that. Whether it would be more
favourable than the southern route-
or rather the central route, as we may
call it-is a matter of conjecture, as
we have no such definite information
as would enable us to make an
accurate comparison. The experience
we have gained from time to
time as to knowledge of the country
makes me very reticent indeed about
venturing on any statements which
are not borne out by accurate observa-
tions of parties upon 'whom the Gov-
ernment could place full dependence.
There is one thing, however, quite
certain, that the adoption of that
route, either by Pine River Pass or by
Peace River, would, even, on Mr.
Smith's estimate-and he is extreme-
ly favourable to its adoption-involve
an increased length, assuming the per
centage of curvature to be the same as
on the other line, of about 52 miles,
and 1 fear that the curvative on reach-
ing the country near the base of the
Rocky Mountains and the crossing of
Smoky River, and other rivers flow.
ing north into the Peace River, I fear
the deflections from a straight line and
the crossing of those deep valleys,
which are described by Butler and
other writers as from 500 to 900 feet
below the general level, would make
this curvature considerably more than
on the located route. In fact, the car-
vature of the selected line is next to
nothing, for a large portion of it tra.
verses a prairie country. The cheap-
neus of construction, of course, enters
mainly into the consideration of the
subject, and must, therefore, be a gov-
erning element. It is possible, how-
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ever, if the road is constructed by the
present route, that from a point east
and west of Edmonton branch lines
might be projected into the Peace
River country which would serve
all the purposes of reaching that
quarter by imn·igrants and sup-
ply the settlers with the means
of exit with whatever they produced.
When I come to speak of the natural
features of the county, I may allude to
some matters which are the subject of
controversy at the present time. The
mileage of the different routes and the
graides of the several routes are, of
course, important elements to consider.
Mr. Fleming set out with the deter-
mination, if possible, to obtain a grade
not exceeding 26ý feet per mile, or less
than one-halfof the maximum grade on
the Intercolonial, going eastward from
the Rocky Mountains, or one not ex-
ceeding 52.80, or one foot to the mile,
westward. This determination was ar-
rived at from the consideration that it
was exceedingly desirable to have the
most favourable grades going east-
ward, because it was in the direction of
the largest amount of traffic. The
grain of that country and other natural
products will, of necessity, be carried
cheaper if there are low grades, and a
much larger amount of work can be
accomplished by one engine than could
be accomplished with a higher maxi-
mum grade, which, even of a few feet
more, would make a material differ-
ence. I am happy to say that, up to
the present time, on the 228 miles
under construction we have been able
to adhere rigidly to those grades.
Whether we will be able to do so east
of Rat Portage may be a question, but,
undoubtedly, it is an object to do it, if
it can at all be sustained by a reason-
able outlay. The grades from that
point westward all the way to the
Pacific Ocean, by one particular route,
are not in excess of those which are to
be obtained from the prairie region
from Selkirk eastward to Thunder
Bay. The grades upon the other
lines are materially different. One of
the considerations which must govern
us, even in the selection of a road capa-
ble of favourable gradients, is whether
the cost of obtaining such grades is
much in excess of what it would cost
to build the road where there are
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high grades, because, under the cir-
cumstances of the country, it may
be advisable to adopt a road wriich
would have grades somewhat . exces-
sive, if we could construct that road
at a very much less cost than those
capable of providing very favourable
grades at a high pÇost. This is, of
course, an element in the calculatioLs.
On the other hand, we most remember
ifthe grades are excessive, the expense
of working the railroad will show an
enormous increase over those with
favourable gradients, and we are
therefore driven to the consideration
of two questions. The first is on what
line we can obtain the lowest grades.
The cost of construction westward to
the boundary of Columbia on the
Yellowhead Pass is, of course, the same
for all linos, as they traverse the same
country to the east. But from that
point westerly to the ocean the dis-
tances are different, the works are
different, and the grades are different
on the two competing routes. Mr.
Flening estimated the construction
of the railway which would follow the
common line of the Bute Inlet route
to a point on the Blackwater Valley,
about the middle of the Chilicotin
Plains, and passing that point sharp
to the westward of Dean Inlet, at
nearly $29,000,000. This also being a
shorter line by five miles than that to
Burrard Inlet. The cost to Burrard
Inlet would be $35,000,000, and the
estimate the cost to Bute Inlet of
following the same route to the point
I have indicated in the Blackwater
Valley, is $33,000,000. The' cost of
the routes then will stand in the fol-
lOwing order :-No. 8, to Dean Inlet,
$29,000,000: No. 2, to Burrard Inlet,$35,000O,00; the mileage on the re-
spective routes being: 488 from the
Colunbia boundary in the Rocky
Mountains to the sea for the Dean
Inlet route ; 493 miles to Port Moody
by the Burrard Inlet route ; and 546
miles by the Bute Inlet route to Wad-
dington Harbour. In the report pre-
s8ented to the Hoase a week ago there
1s a very careful statement of the
grades from the summit of the
Yellowhead Pass to all those
routes. As Mr. Fleming properly
Temarks, we may leave Dean Inlet out
of the question, because, with the na-

tural difficulties which meet us after
reaching salt water, it would be almost
impossible to utilize it. We find it is
beset with ice during a considerable
portion of the winter, while Milbank
Sounid, by which the ocean would be
reached, is a dangerous and difficult
place to navigate, and the services of
powerful tugs would be required to as-
sist sailing vessels in reaching the har-
bour. These and other considerations
induced us to abandon that route as
one, white in one sense practicable, in
another sense impracticable, and which
therefore ought to be set aside. We
are, then, confined to the consideration
of the other routes. There is a level
-or what is equal to a level, less than
a tenth of a foot per 100 feet-line on
the Burrard Inlet route of 185 miles,
against 137 miles on the Bute Inlet
route; over 10 to 20, 11 miles on the
Burrard Inlet route, and 19 miles on
the Bute Inlet ; over 20 to 30, 15 miles
on the Burrard Inlet, 21 miles on the
Bute Inlet ; over 30 to 40, 17 miles on
the Burrard Inlet, 16 miles on the Bute
Inlet; over 40 to 50-in other words,
not a half foot to the hundred feet--30
miles on the Burrard Inlet, 23 miles
on the Bute Inlet; f rom 50 to 60, 12
miles on the Burrard Inlet, 11 miles
on the Bute Iniet ; from 70 to 80-
what we may call three-fourths of a
foot per 100 feet-33 miles on the
Bucrard Inlet route, 25 on the Bute
Inlet route; from 80 to 100, or nder
52.80 per mile, 66 miles on the Burrard
Inlet route, 80 miles on the Bute Inlet
route; from 1 foot to 1j feet per 100 feet
there is none at all on the B urrard In-
let route, the maximum there being 1
in 100; there are 5.30 on the the Bute
Inlet route; from 1i to 1¾ per mile,
none on the Burrard Inlet route,
and 3.84 on the Bute Inlet route;
from 1.75 to 2 feet, none on the Bur-
rand Inlet route, and 12.37 miles on
the Bute Inlet route. I think if I re-
collect aright, coming to exact state-
ments, there is somewhere about ten
or eleven miles with about 104 to 105
feet to the mile on one route, while on
the other there are none in excess of
52-80 feet to the mile This is ascend-
ing eastwards. Ascending westward
the proportion is very mach the same.
I wili not go over the details and the
small figures, but simply say that there
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are 27 miles of an ascent of between
•80 and 1, or I may say, in order that
I may be reported correctly, 27 miles
from -80 1 foot per 100 by the Burrard
Inlet route, and 52 on the Bute Inlet
route. So far the comparison is
clearly very much in favour of the
Burrard Inlet route as to grades. Then
the question arises in what distance
those grades occur, because while a
short grade of a sharp character would
be injurious to a route if the engine is
unable to maintain its momentum un-
til it reaches the summit, the difficulty
increases proportionately in long
reachos of grade, as the engine
must lose power after starting at
the bottom of the hill. In the Fraser
River route Mr. Cambie informed us
that the profile is singularly undulat-
ing, that is, that even the higher
grades on that route occur at long in-
tervals, and with level or nearly levet
reaches between thom. This gives a
very great advantage in that respect
over the route by Bute Inlet. Now,
the question arises, after the disposal
of the grades, as to the curvature of
the several linos. The curvature will
be found laid out in Mr. Cambie's re-
port on page 34, from which it will be
seen that there is, of straight
line on the Burrand Inlet route, 285
miles, and 328 miles on the Bute Inlet
route, being as nearly as possible the
same proportion. The percentage of
straight line on the Burrard Inlet route
is about 58, and on the other a little
over 60, while the longest curves are
pretty much in the same proportion,
excepting a radius of 14.33 to 11.46,
that is about four to five degrees.
There is a larger amount of that cur-
vature on the Burrard Inlet than the
Bute Inlet route, the relative distance
being 36 miles against 22 miles.' There
are some curves sharper on the Burrard
Inlet route than any to be found on the
Bute Inlet route, there being a quarter
of a mile with a radius between 955
feet and 819 feet, and a very small por-
tion of a mile with a radius between
819 and 716 feet. If I recollect aright,
the shortest radius on any curve of the
Intercolonial Railway is about 700 feet.
It occurs not far from the city of Hali-
fax, and is, I find on reforence, some-
what under 700 feet. This, then, is
the shortest curve upon the Burrard

ME. MACKEziz.

Inlet route. Although there is no curve
quite so short on the other, still, if
thee be only a short distance of this
curve, it is a matter of little importance.
The entire percentage of curves on
both lines is, on the Burrard Inlet,
42.10; on the Bute Inlet, 39.76--show-
ing the difference to be somewhat in
favour of Bute Inlet. There is another
point ofgreat importance in connection
with grades and curves. A high grade
in a perfectly straight lino is not
nearly so dangerous an element or so
difficult to encounter as where a high
grade and a sharp curve are combined.
Mr. Cambie informs us in his report
that this occurred on the Burrard
Inlet route where the route is either
level or the grade low, while the re-
verse is the case to a considerable ex-
tent on the other lines. Now, Sir, as
to the cost of construction, various esti-
mates will, of course, be made by par-
ties according to the extent of their
actual knowledge of tie country,
aided, no doubt, by their predilections
either one way or the other. The
Government, as a matter of cotrse,
come to the consideiation of the ques.
tion with a mind entirely unbiassed by
partisan opinions on either side, and
we depend, therefore, on the accuracy
of the estimates made by the engineers
of the Department, when they all
agree, and whon they do not, we have
to depend more or less on our know-
ledge of circumstances which would
lead us to any preference for one or
the other. The estimates which M1r.
Smith forms is as follows: Through
the Yellowhead Pass, by the Rivers
Thompson and Fraser to Port Moody,
Burrard Inlet, $36,500,000, and if car-
ried to English Bay, some fifteen miles
further, $37,100,000. Fiom the Yel-
lowhead Pass to Bute Inlet ho estimates
the cost at $34,000,000, or 2½ millions
less by the Bute Inlet route than by
the Lower Fraser route. Mr. Cambie,
on the other hand, makes the calcula-
tion in a different way. He estimates
that the easy access by the Fraser
River into the country, with the use Of
the magnificent roads constructed by
the Columbian Government, and pass-
ing through a country which is more
or less inhabited and productive Of
cattle and cereals on a plateau be-
tween the Cascades and the Rocky
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Mountains, will lessen the cost
of this road in construction, as well
as also reduce the cost of materialB.
From actual calculatior.s lie estimates
the exact cost to Coal Harbour or
English Bay at $3',000,000, while he
estimates the cost to Waddington Har-
bour at $33,000,000--deducting a cer-
tain amount for the percentage I have
alluded to as being claimed by him as
a fair allowance for greater ease of
construction, and his estimate of the
cost to Port Moody is $31,000,000, as
against $33,000,000 to reach Wadding-
ton Harbour. These calculations are
all, of course, to some extent conjec-
tural, that is, they all assume that the
contrasts would be taken at the fixed
price which they use in applying the
prices to quantities to make up the
figures. These prices may be greater
or less, but the quantities will remain
practically the same. It is very notice-
able, too, that none of the engineers
unier Mr. Fleming make any appreci-
able difference in his original calcula-
tions after visiting the country. We
may; therefore, assume the figures to
be proportionally about the same as
they were placed by Mr. Fleming when
lie estimated a difference of some
$2,000,000 in favour of the Bute Inlet
route, but making no difference at all
for the greater facility of obtaining
supplies by the other route. Now, Sir,
I propose to direct attention for a mo-
ment to the mileage by the several
routes, by wbich it is assumed it would
be absolutely necessary to reach some
harbour on Vancouver's Island on the
outer side as an ocean harbour. If the
northern route is adopted, Waddington
Harbour can in no sense be considered
as a Pacifie terminus. But the late
Government, acting on this belief,
passed an Order in Council selecting
Esquimalt as the harbour to be reached.
0f course, the Government at present
does not feel itself in any way bound
to follow this conclusion unless it is
found to be in the public interest to do
s0. In order to reach Esqui-
malt we have to travel over
the following distances : From
Yellowhead Pass to Waddington Har.
bour, 546 miles; from Waddington
Harbour to what is known as Frederick
Arm-that is, to the port where the
ferry has to be taken to Otter Cove, oS

the island-51 miles, making a total to
what may be called the real harbour to
be reached at Frederick Arm of 5971
miles. From this point there is a ferry
of fifteen miles to the island, making a
total to the island of 612 miles. But
after reaching the island there remains
to be constructed 183 miles of railroad
to reach Esquimalt-in other words,
the distance to Esquimalt from the
Yellowhead Pass is 795 miles. Now,
there are two other harbours, Quatsino
and Albernio, which might be made
available, but which are perhaps not in
one sense as good or as accessible as
Esquimalt. But both furnish abundant
accommodation for ocean traffie. The
distance, of course, to the island is the
same in both cases-that is, 612 miles.
The distance from Otter Cove on the
island to Albernio Canal is 93 miles,
from Otter Cove to Quatsino 107 miles.
The relative distances of the three har-
bours on Vancouver Island which are
suitable for ocean termini from Yellow-
head Pass are as follows :-To Albernio
Canal, 705 miles; to Quatsino 719
miles; and to Esquimalt, 795 miles.
If we take the mileage on the other
route we find that the length to Bur-
rard Inlet is 493 miles, but if carried
forward to English Bay it would be
thirteen miles more. The Burrard In-
let harbours may fairly be considered,
ocean ports, and the only objection
which bas been raised to the adoption
of that place as the ocean terminus to
the railway, is in the fact that in order
to reach the open sea we have to pass
within a distance not exceeding two or
two and a half miles from the
shores of some of the islands which
are in the possession of the
United States Government. From a
military point of view, this would, of
course, have more or less weight. In-
deed, it would be possible, in time of
war, for the traffle of the road to reach
the island by steamer from English
Bay to Nanaimo, a distance of 40 to
45 miles. Or vessels might, by taking
the tide and being towed part of the
way, fnd access to the ocean through
the straits northwards and past the
head of Bute Inlet. I am not at pres-
ent discussing tho question as to what
importance should be attached to the
merely military idea, further than to
say that the control of the waters of
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the ocean there must be hold, not by
any isand or any batteries upon an
island, but by ships of war owned by
both nations. And it is, perhaps, not
an element of very great consideration
in the determination of the pro er
terminus of a commercial route thýat
we should consider the importance of
the military idea as one which would
overbalance the commercial. It would
be possible, in after years, if it were
found desirable to do so, assuming that
the Fraser River route is adopted, to
reach the ocean at another point, which
would set aside ail military considera-
tions, and meet the views of the most
extreme people holding the views as
to the military importance of the ques-
tion I have referred to. We have then
to consider other matters. We have
to consider in connection with the dis-
tances to be traversed, so far as ocean
traffic is concerned, where we are to
get that traffic from.

SiR JOIIN A. MACDONALD: An-
other objection expressed to the Bur-
rard Inlet route is its vicinity to the
United States, and the facility with
which railway connection could be
made to a harbour in the United States,
which would take away the trade from
Burrard Inlet to that country.

MR. MACKENZIE : I attach no
value at ail to that, for the simple
reason that if our road furnishes a
botter highway for traffic eastwards
than theirs, I do not think we should
object to getting a large amount of
United States traffic on our road. If
we reached a point where there is no
traffic,except what would be created,it
would bé a very long time indeed be-
fore we succeeded in making the road
answer the purposes of a commercial
road. I am aware, of course, of the
political idea that this road is not to
be built exclusively for commercial
purposes. But we would ill reprosent
the people of the Dominion generally,
if we were to set aside all questions of
payment and all questions of cost in
considering questions of route. I am
sure the bulk of the peeple who have
to bear the taxation for the construc-
tion of this road, will demand from
any Government a strict account of
their stewardship, if they select the
route on the principle that that con-

M. MACKENZIE.

sideration is not one of a governing
character. I observe that Sir Edward
Selby Smyth does not attach very
much importance tÔ the question ef
the vicinity of the United States boun-
dary, while the report of last year, and
the report of this year, both show that
the naval officers, with singular unani-
mity, decided in favour of Burrard
Inlet, with that single drawback to
which i have referred. We have to
consider another matter in reference
to this terminus. We are not bound
by any national consideration entered
into with British Columbia to reach
any particular point on the ocean, but
simply the coast. It is, therefore,
perfectly free for the Government
and this Parliament to select
any point which reaches the Pa-
cific Ocean, and it is, in my opinion,
a matter of very great importance
that we should reach the ocean by a
route which will not only answer the
political purposes, but wnich presents
advantages of another kind. I find
that Mr. Cambie estimates the cost of
maintenance- upon the two routes in
the following way:-He takes the dis-
tances from Yellow Head Summit and
contrasts the annual expenditure
which would be necessary for main-
taining a line on each of them, carry-
ing a traffic equal to that which was
carried over the Intercolonial Railway
last year. Estimating the working
expenses and renewals of that road at
$2,327 per mile per annum, ho shows
that it would cause an expenditure of
$123,000 per annum, if the line termin-
ated even at Waddington Harbour, in
excess of that required to Port Moody.
And if the lino extended to Albernio,
the nearest harbour on the island, it
would cost $483,000 in excess of the
amount required to work the Burrard
Inlet route. And if carried to Esqui
malt it would cost $693,000 per annum
in excess of that required in working
the Burrard Inlet route. Now, these
are extremely important considera-
tions. But that, I féar, is not ail.
Indeed, I know it is not all, because
the trains, which would pass over the
southern route, would be very much
heavier than those which could pass
over the northern route. There is this
difference, however, tbat all the
heavy grades on the Bute Inlet
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route occur near the sea, and
it would be quite possible to
have a powerful engine as an
auxiliary engine to assist all regular
trains to the summit level. And once
on the summit level the trains on both
routes would be on a par, because the
grades from that point westward on
the one are very much the same as on
the other. That is donc on some rail-
ways where high grades are absolutely
nccessary to overcome the natural
contour of the country, and it could be
done here also. But even that in-
volves a considerable expense-but I
think an expense considerably less
than that which has been calculated as
a natural incident to so high a grade
as compared with the other route.
The calculations, however, as to mile-
age cannot possibly be overcome. You
have so many miles to traverse. It is
249 miles longer from Yellow Head
Pass to Esquimault by Port Wadding-
ton than it is by Port Moody on Bur-
rard Inlet. Besides, there is the
inconvenience of fifteen miles ferry,
assuming the road to be built to
Frederick Arm. If the road is not
built to Frederick Arm there are 66
miles to ferry, and the passage of
trains on so long a reach of water, I
think, is practically out of the question,
so that the entire freight and pass-
engers would have to be transferred
at Otter Cove into ordinary freight
and passenger boats to be carried to
Waddington Harbour. Or, if not, it
would be necessary to build a road
from Waddington to Frederick Arm,
and thon at enormous cost build
bridges across to the mainland. Mr.
Smith estimates the cost of the bridges
and railway on the route to Esquimalt
at $27,500,000.

MR. DECOSMOS: I would like to
know from the Minister of Public
Works why the report of the Chief
Engineer with regard to Waddington
Harbour was not delivered to the
House, I nean as tà the expenditure
necessary to reach Vancouver Island
from Waddington Harbour. The cost
Of the bridging has, I believe, been
Inagnified to an enormous extent. I
understand the engineers have placed
a document in the hands of the Gov-
ernment showing that there is no
necessity for bridging at all.

MR. MACKENZIE: Of course, if
the ferry is used there will be no ne-
cessity for bridging, but if not, there
must be a necessity for bridging.
There are just the two ways oferossing,
and I have been speaking of both. As
to Mr. Smith's report, in which ho re-
fers to the cost as $27,500,000, he was
unable to find it himself some weeks
ago when we were looking for it. I
have not got it, but I know that was
the figure. Mr. Fleming says that the
cost of extending the railway to Esqui-
malt would greatly exceed that of
taking it to Burrard Inlet. There are
no sufficient data to form a proper
estimate of cost, but even by leaving
a gap near Valdez Islands of fifteen
miles, and substituting a ferry in place
of the enormous costiy bridging at
that locality the excess would proba-
bly reach $15,000,000 or $20,000,000.
The cost of maintenance would be great
in proportion, and the annual losses on
working the extra mileage under the
peculiar circumstances would be
serious. These are the deliberate con-
clusions arrived at by Mr. Fleming,
and they do not vary in any important
particular as to the cost from those of
Mr. Smith. The latter gentleman has
strong views in favour of this central
route, because it strikes the Island
towards its centre, and because there
is, perhaps, sone advantage, if an oat-
let to the north was to be obtained of
a good character, in reaching the ocean
at the north rather than at the south.
That led me, in the first instance, to
favour Bute Inlet as against Burrard
Inlet to a great extent, because we had
to look to the ocean traffic that
might be realized. If we take the dis-
tance from Yokohama as a principle
Asiatic port to Yellow Head Pass
by Quatsino and Otter Cove, thence to
Waddington and Yellow Head Pass,
we have to Quatsino 4,040 miles rail-
rosd on the island, 107 miles to Otter
Cove, thon there is the ferry of 15
miles, and 59 miles railway on the
mainland, that is from Frederick Arm,
making the distance altogether by
Bute Inlet and Quatsino to Yokohama
4,644 miles. If we take the distance
by Alberni, we have of ocean 4,210
miles, 93 miles of railway, on the island
to Otter Cove, the same ferriage of 15
miles to Frederick Arm, and the same
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distance as before on the mainland,
making a total of 4,822 miles. The
distance from Yokohama to Esquimault
is 4,265 miles, thence to Otter Cove
183 miles of railway, the ferry 15
miles, and 597 miles on the mainland,
making the total distance 4,955 miles.
To the same point vid Burrard Inlet,
from Yokohama to Esquimalt is 4,265
miles, and 68 miles of railway from
Esquimalt to Nanaimo, and "a ferri-
age of 50 miles from Nanaimo; the
distance on the mainland is 493, mak-
ing a total distance of 4,796 miles. The
distance, therefore, would stand as fol-
lows:-From the Yellow Head Pass,
4,644 nautical miles-that is the short-
est. The next is by Port Moody, or
Burrard Inlet, 4,796 miles. The next
is by Alberni Canal, 4,822 miles, and
then byEsquimalt,4,955 miles-showing
that the distances are also in this re-
gard very considerably against taking
the road to Esquimalt, even if the
Bute Inlet route were chosen. Now,
Sir, the Government, in considering
the question of route, have necessarily
to determine on the wisdom of select-
ing a route which may be open to some
objections, but possesses al the other
advantages, and a route which bas a
complete freedom from some of the
objections urged-I inean those of a
naval and a military character-and
the danger, as some consider it, of get-
ting any traffic from the United States
-for Bute Inlet would be perfectly
safe in that respect-we have to choose,
I say, between selecting the route to
Burrai d Inlet, which is open to these
objections, but bas ail the other
considerations in its favour, and
the Bute Inlet route, which has
none of these disadvantages, but
bas ail the other disadvantages
of serious magnitude. In the first
place, the mileage is largely in ex-
cess, while the cost of construction is
but very slightly reduced. In the
next place we have net a harbour at
ail of the same capacity at Fort Wad-
dington as we have at Burrard Inlet.
Then the access to the ocean is diffi-
cult, either north or south, and subject
to conditions of considerable import-
ance, either as respects the tides or
necessary towage which would have to
be undertaken. The cost of operation
is also very materially reduced by

MR. MACKENZIE.

Burrard Inlet as compared with the
other. Among other considerations
which should guide us, as I stated in
my remarks a few weeks ago when
speaking of the route west of Red
River, if we eau serve local purposes
as well by adopting a particular route
or even by a little sacrifice and with-
out any material increase in mileage
and cost, I think we are bound to meet
these local views. I have no doubt or
this, that the route by Bute Inlet and
the North Fraser River would, per-
haps, meet with such favour from the
mass of the people in the Cariboo and
Omineca districts-cloarly in the Omi.
neca district, where there is a consider-
able mining population, and where we
may hope for a large increase within
a few years. That route, I say, would
meet the conditions of those people
very much botter than the route by
Burrard Inlet; but at the same time
the considerations which I have ad-
verted to are of such serious moment
that I am not able personally to
see, nor is the Government able to see,
that they could bo lightly set aside,
when we consider the respective merits
of the two routes. In all that re-
lates to cost and cheapness in working
the question of grade is so materially
involved in the southern route that the
question of working must necessarily
be so. The miloage is much lower,
and there are only two disadvantages;
that of, perhaps a slight increase in
cost of construction, and that of pass-
ing near the boundary of the United
States. We have also to consider tho
other proposition-which is favoured
very much, as will be scen, by Mr.
Smith-whether it would not be botter
to change the route east of the Rocky
Mountains, making a large digression
northwards from the vicinity of Liv-
ingstone so as to pass by Slave Lake
and rcach the great valley of the Poace
River near where the Smoky River
falls into that stream, and passing
thence to Pine River Pass proceed,
after crossing the Parsnip River, by
McLeod Lake and Canoe River to the
low divide at a point near the Fraser
River to Giscome Portage. It is a
somewhat curious circumstance con-
nected with this route that the real
water shed of the continent occurs al-
most on the banks of the Fraser after
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this river has flowed for 200 miles to-
wards the Pacific Ocean, there being
only fifteen miles, if I recollect aright,
between the Fraser River and Summit
Lake, one of the sources of Canoe
River which flows northward into Mc.
Leod Lake. Now, I stated, on a former
occasion, that if there were no politi-
cal considerations governing the
action of the Govern ment, and
these political reasons referred to
our obligations with the British
Columbia Government and people
to proceed as Iast as possible-or,
as the hon. member for Vancouver(Mr.
Bunster) says,two or three times every
day "1proceed immediately "-if thero
were no considerations of that kind to
govern our action, it might be, I have
no doubt it would be, desirable to
spend another two years exploring
the country, which is yet comparative-
ly unknown. But we must remember,
supposing all the favourable features
to present themselves on this Pine
River Pass route which Mr. Smith an-
ticipates, the mileage would be
considerably increased-no less than
50 or 60 miles in any case, and it
might be much more, and from what
we know of the character of the Pass
there in the Rocky Mountains, and of
the country immediately to the east, it
would be increased to probably 10à0
miles. This is a serious addition to
make to the mileage of a road across
the continent, and if we are ever to
compete successfully for the transcon-
tinental traffic, we must be sure that
we have the most favourable route as
to distance. Those distances from the
Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic are prac-
tically as follows :-By the Union
Pacific from San Francisco to New
York by the Michigan Central, Great
Western, and New York Central the
distance is 3,363 miles; from New
Westminster to Montreal by the Can-
ada Pacific, the line to Montreal by
the Ottawa, it is 2,730 miles, or a dif-
ference in favour of the Canadian route
of 6'ý3 miles. From New Westminster
to New York by the Canada Pacific,
the St. Lawrence and Ottawa, Ogdens-
burg and Rome and New York Central
to New York, the distance is 3,058
miles, or 305 in favour of
the Canadian line. From New
Westminster to Montreal by the Can-

adian Pacific, Montreal and Ottawa,
the distance is 2,739 miles; and by the
Union Pacific, Michigan Central, and
Grand Trunk, it is 3,251 miles, show-
ing a differen ce by the most favourable
Canadian route at present existing of
521 miles. That is the most favour-
able route from the western boundary
of Ontario. Then we have from New
Westminster to Boston by the Can-
adian Pacific to Montreal, and from
Montreal to Boston, a distance of 3,087
miles, while the best United States line
is 3,242 miles, showing a difference in
our favour to Boston of 335 miles.
Now, Sir, these distances I have given
show that by the route which has been
described in this early report of Mr.
Fleming we have 305 miles in our
favour in going to New York. That
difference of 305 miles, if we were
starting from Esquimalt, would be as
nearly as possible equalled. There
would be no difference between Esqui-
malt and New York by that line. This
shows the importance of the mileage
when we consider the ultimate traffic
which we may fairly hope to obtain a
share of passing over the Pacific roads.
The governing considerations then,
Sir, are all in favour, as it appears to
me, of adopting the views of the Chief
Engineer in respect to this line. The
Government have not at the moment
formally resolved upon the adoption of
this line, but it is the opinion of the
Government that the considerations to
which I have alluded in these remarks
are such as must govern their action
if they are to attend to this matter
purely in the public interest. I am
quite aware that if we came to that
decision, it is a decision which will not
be concurred in by the bulk of the
population residing on Vancouver
Island-

MR. BUNSTER: Hear, hear.

MR. MACKENZIE: But there are
other considerations bosides those
which I have mentioned whieh press
very materially upon us in considering
the determination of the route. I
think if we go to Waddington Har-
bour, and begin at a place where no
person lives, if we traverse a country
without population, we have no means
of beginning except with the greatest
difficulty at but the one point next the
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ocean. We can commence, on the
other hand, at Yale, on the Fraser
River, which is 90 miles further within
the interior than Port Koody, and
from Yale to Kamloops, Mr. Smith in-
forms us, the distance is 125 miles.
These 125 miles cover the most diffi
cult portion of the route to be
traversed.

MR. DECOSMOS: That is a mis-
take. From Yale to Kamloops is much
more than 125 miles.

MR. MACKENZIE : Well, I am not,
of course, acquainted with the exact
locality, but 125 miles is the distance
which the engineer mentions to me as
sufficient to reach the navigable waters
near Kamloops.

MR. DECOSMOS: That is another
thing; that is correct.

MR. MACKENZIE: That is the
point I wish to make, and I am quite
certain I am accurate on that point. I
am informed that east of that point
there is a navigation on the North
Thompson of 96 miles, so that by coin-
mencing at Yale and building 125
miles we practically get into the very
heart of the country for the time
being; and, although no railway ter-
minus can be located permanently at
Yale, it will suffice to meet the wants
of the country in the meantime, and
our commencemennt of the road
ut that point will also meet the
obligations we have incurred with
the Province. The distance from
the eastern end of that navigation-
from the end of that 95 miles stretch
to the Yellow Head Pass-is 182 miles,
-so that by constructing 307 miles of
railway and using the water in the
,meantime to Yale, we get communica.
tion to the extent of 493 miles, while
by the other route, on which we would
have no navigation, we could not pos-
si bly reach that point without building
at once, and before any portion of the
rond could be used, 546 miles going
eastward. These are the statements I
have to make in respect to the position
which the matter occupies at the pre-
sent time. I have on ly further to say
as respects the cost of building the
road which we have undertaken-and
in connection with it I desire to re-
fer to what I laid down as the policy

ME. MACKENZIE.

of the Government on previous occa-
sions-as the House is aware, we
obtained permission from time to time
from Parliament to let out certain con.
tracts from Thunder Bay westward to
Selkirk. Our objeet was to build sorme
portion of the road necessary to obtain
an entrance into the prairie country.
in advance of the completion of the
surveys over the whole continent, be-
cause it was tolerably clear in 1874,
that three or four years, at least, would
be required to complete our explora-
tory and instrumental surveys, and if
we lay idle entirely during that entire
period we would suffer by being so late
in getting into the country which we
hoped would gradually be filled up by
an immigrant population, Mr. Flem-
ing, in bis report, pointed out that
there was no hope of that railway ever
paying its working expenses, until at
least three millions of people were
thrown into the territory west of Red
River, and he pointed out also that if
the road were built it would require
eight millions of dollars a year to
pay the cost of working it. Then,
Sir, the Act of 1874 provided for
the manner of giving out the contracts
for tfiis road. If we gave therm
out it provided that we should give
$10,000 per mile in cash, and 20,000
acres of land as the work progressed.
But we proposed, in submitting those
contracts to Parliament for this por-
tion to the west of Thunder Bay, to
proceed to execute as mach work as
we could on that section until the sur-
veys were all completed, and when the
contracts were let for the whole dis-
tance across the continent, we should
let the amount expended on these 228
be charged against the contractor as
part of 810,000 in cash which he would
be entitled to obtain for the construc-
tion per mile. I was not able at the
time to anticipate with any accuracy
what the cost would be of building this
part of the road, but, on compiling a
statement, we find that the cost is very
nearly what I will now state. The 30
miles from Fort William to Shebando-
wan cost nearly $300,000. The con-
tract for the next section of 86 miles,
known as Contract 25, embraced the
complete work of this 86
miles, and also the track laVing and
ballasting of No. 13, and was taken for
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$1,037,000. Contract 14, that is 76 or
7 miles from Red River eastward,
was taken at $420,000. In that part
of the country some unexpected diffi-
culties were encountered. Morasses
had to be crossed, one in particular
several miles in width, and seventeen
or eighteen feet deep, having to be
filled up in the centre. The excessive
cost of doing this, and of draining
these morasses, and buildipg the road
to the additional height required in the
shape of emlbankments, will materially
increase the cost of this portion, so
that ià will probably reach not far from
$500,0. Contract No. 15, for 31J
miles next Rat Portage, was lot for
$1,600,000. The cost of the
rails laid down on the road was
about $1,385,000. The rolling stock
at $2,000 per mile will amount to
about $500,000 ; the amount required
for right of way and allowance for
buildings, about $120,000; the total
reaching five and three-quarter mil-
lions for 228 miles. That is an aver-
age cost of somewhere about $25,000
per mile-not an excessive cost, when
we consider the character of the coun-
try traversed. It is true that in one
respect that country is comparatively
easy. The cost of bridging on the In-
tercolonial reached an average of
$8,721 per mile, while the cost of
bridging upon the several contracts
between Thunder Bay and Red River
is as follows:-On contract No. 13,
the principle bridge being that across
the Kaministiquia, $2,342 per mile.
The bridges on that section are all
wooden. On contract No. 14, the 76
miles east of Red River, $829 per mile.
On contract No. 15, 36 miles, $10,620
per mile, including much very heavy
trestie work which cannot be called
bridging. On No. 25, about 80 miles,
$1,847 per mile. Now, I have asked
the Engineer as to the comparative cost
of iron and wooden structures for those
bridges, and at the low price iron had
reached at present he estimates that
it would be somewheie between fifty
and one hundred per cent. more than
the wood, so that the cost of bridging
per mile, if they were precisely of the
same character as those on the lu-
tercolonial Railway, would be trivial
in Comparison. The reason for this is
obvious. The Intercolonial, in travers-

ing the country, crosses its valleys in-
stead of running parallel to rivers, and
crosses streams which fall into the
Bay of Chaleur and the Straits of
Northumberland. The biidging thore is
consequently of the most excessive
character, perhaps, to be encountered
anywhere. But here, by following the
natural course of the water, and taking
some care and exercising prudence in
examnining the country before the road
is located, such works are avoided. In
the part west of Keewatin there are
comparatively few rivers, and little
bridging is reqired. The cost of the
road, therefore, may fairly be estimated
between Thunder Bay and Selkirk,
taking what has to be done with what
is done, as not probably to exceed
$30,000 to $32,000 per mile. L give
that, however, wholly as my own cal-
culation, for which the engineers are
in no way responsible. The average
amount of the four contracts in pro-
gress is, as I have said, about $25,000,
but the amount on one particular con-
tract, the last one let, the 36± miles
west of Rat Portage, will average some
$44,000 per mile without cost of rails,
while on 70 to 80 miles east of that the
work will be quite as heavy. Mr.
Fleming's original estimate was nearly
fifteen millions from Thunder Bay to
Selkirk, and there is no doubt what-
ever that the ultimate cost will be
considerably within his calculations.
We may, therefore, fairly assume, if'
his calculations have turned out to be
tolerably accurate, or somewhat in ex-
cess of realized facts in that somewhat
diffieult eountry which was so little
known at, the time he made his esti-
mates, that they will not be largely
exceeded in the country west of Red
River. I have to say, in conclusion,,
that nothing bas given myself and the
Government more concern than the
matters connected with the Pacific
Railway have given. We are
alive to this consideration ; that
it is of vast importance to the
country that this road should be built
as soon as the country is able to do it
without imposing burdons .upon the
present ratepayers, which would be.
intolerable. But I do not think any-
thing would justify the Government in
imposing a serious taxation for the-
purpose of even accomplishing thi8.
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On the other hand, it is tolerably evi-
dent that the wealth of the country
will be much more rapidly increased if
we are able to throw a large popula-
tion into those hitherto deserted plains
which contain so much land fit for
habitat ion, and which have been wholly
unproductive in the commercial inter-
ests of our country. No one, unless he
bas experienced the want of railways,
can estimate the advantages which
railways bestow. Those who lived in
the western part of Ontario thirty or
forty years ago, as some of us did, and
remember the long journeys which had
to be made in order to reach any place
where trade could be done, alone can
appreciate the immense advantages
which railway communication has con-
ferred on this country. Even on the
Intercolonial Railway, although it is
built on a route of which I did not
then and do not now personally ap-
prove, which I believed to be a mis-
take at first, and which I believe now
to have been a mistake-even that
road is of the greatest possible advan-
tage to this country in almost every
sense, as a commercial road, as a na-
tional undertaking which might have
to be used in times of danger, and as a
road connecting together the people of
all the Provinces and infusing a unity
of feeling which cannot be over-esti-
mated in considering what is
essential Io the growth of the
nation and the establishment of
a true national feeling. And
so with regard to this western
and more gigantic work-a work
which cannot be estimated unless we
have given some thought to it. Such
is its magnitude-a road which is four
times the length of the Grand Trunk
from Montreal to Sarnia, which is five
times the length of the road from
Edinburgh to London, which traverses
our whole territory-nothing caun pos-
sibly exceed the importance that is to
be attached to the building of such a
gigantic work, either as regards the
ultimate prosperity of the country or
its bearing upon our several relations
to each other in the united Provinces.
But we determined, in passing the
Railway Act of 1874, that we should
strictly confine ourselves to the terms
of the resolution which had been
twice previously affirmed by Parlia-

Mit. MAcKENqZIE.

ment: that in the construction of this
road we should not consent to an in-
crease of the taxation of the people for
that particular purpose; because, how.
ever important that work may be, and
none estimates its importance more
highly than I do, it is not the only
public work in this country. There
are other works of magnitude which
have to be attended to in a country
like ours, where initial difficulties pre-
sent themselves on every side, where
new territories have to be opened a]-
most daily, where new interests have
created new wants, and where the
revenues of the Local Governments
and the revenues of the General Gov-
ernment are taxed more than suffici-
ently in order to keep pace with the
requirements of the country. Under
these circumstances we must beware
how we venture on a policy of extreme
adventure and extravagance, which
might press too heavily on our com-
mercial interests and our powers of
sustaining taxation. I thit.k, how-
ever, it is quite clear to everyone that
we are bound to do something, and to
do that something in the best possible
way according to the light thatwe have.
Now, the Government do not desire
in any matter affeeting the route to
shield themselves, as I have been
accused of doing sometimes, behind the
opinions of the engineers of my De-
partment; but it would be absurd to
employ capable and scientific men, if
a company of laymen, as regards en-
gineering matters, should undertake to
override their opinions and views, ex-
cept where matters ofpublic or national
policy would naturally set aside all
mere technical considerations, and
confine us to a course with which en-
gineers as engineers have nothing to
do. I do not wish to throw the slight-
est responsiblility upon those officers,
except that which they must assume
of advising on engineering questions.
Whatever we do, we do it undoubtedlY
after mature consideration of the views
presented by the engineers, which we
cannot set aside; but it is a gratifica-
tion for me to be able to say that every
step almost that we have taken in this
gigantic enterprise has been taken with
the concurrence of the chief engineer
of the undertaking. We have so sel-
dom differed in our opinions, even ln
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matters of policy, upon any course 10
be pursued in reference to this gigantic
work, that 1 May fairly claim to bave
aeted in entire harmony with bis office
throughout. In other words, the
policy of the Government and the tech-
nical knowledge of the Engineer have
so far chimed together so well that
there bas been no jaring, and, al-
though at present some of our staff en-
tertain opinions different from those
.entertained by the Chief Engineer, the
,Government must of necessity adhere
to the policy which seerns to be borne
out by sueh facts as they have present-
ed to us. Nothing more occurs to me
at the moment as necessary to be said
in this matter, although it may be
necessary for me at a future stage of
the debate to make some remarks in
reply to any questions which may be
raised, and may necessitate further ob-
servations on my part.

SUPPLY.

XUI. PUBLIC WORKS AND BJILDINGS CHARGEABLE
TO CAPITAL.

House thon again resolved itself into
Committee of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

Railwoays.

79. Intercolonial......... ......... $20;000

MR. MACKENZIE said that this
was to meet expenditures which had
to be incurred in connection with the
closing of some of the contracts. They
owed some contractors balances wbich
the latter refused to accept, and some
suits were at present pending for whieh
they had to provide. This was sim-
ply to meet the cases unsettled.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Will it meet all the expenses of
arbitration ?

Ma. MACKENZLE said he thought
it would. Of course it depended upon
the judgment of the Court. Duncan
McDonald's case was still pending; all
the others, he believed, were either
withdrawn or had not been proceeded
with. Mr. Murphy had a claim, but
bad not yet commenced the action;
it Was for S5,000 to $6,000; but he
disputed the measurement and settle-
ment with the engineer. Then there

was a small sum due the Fairbairn
Engineering Company, which had
made a claim against the Government
on account of delay and of the rise in
prices of iron.'The rise in prices, they
of course, declined. The firm was now
in liquidation. There might be a
small claim due for delay, but that was
at present pending. A number of
thousands of dollars-$7,000 or $8,000
-was still due, Mr. McDonald, who
refused to accept any settlement: but
they held a judgment against Mr.
McDonald for non-insurance of a build-
ing rented from the Government, and
this -covered a portion of the amount
due.

MR. LANGEVIN said there was
the McGreevy case also pending.

Ma. MACKENZIE : Yes; it h&s to
come on fbr a hearing yet.

Mi. LANGEVIN: I think that the
hon gentlemen will see that there are
other cases. Will this sum of $20,000
be sufficient during the year?

Ma. MACKENZIE: We expect
so.

Vote agreed to.

80. Intercolonial extension into Halifax $20,000

Ma. MACKENZIE said that this
vote was taken last year to meet the
cost of moving the Imperial magazine
necessary to enable them to get
through the Goverument reservations
in front of the Admiralty House; and
they required a new magazine to be
built of much larger proportions a
mile or two ont of town, with certain
conditions that'he considered altogether
ont of proportfon to the value of what
this Government had taken; and the
question was at the present moment in
dispute. This vote was to cover what
they had to do.

Ma. LANGEVIN: Is the extension
completed and all the works ?

Ma. MACKENZIE : Yes ; the wharf
at Richmond may require strengthen-
ing to some extent, however, on the
outside. It was built originally in
large square cribs, and they were built
upon a sloping rock; and the result
was that, being detached from each
other, they canted over seaward. It
has had to be strained up and laid with
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stones, and connected together, and it
is now in a tolerably safe condition. I
refer to the old wharf.

Vote agreed to.

81. Intercolonial to deep water at
St. John.............................. $100,000

M.t. MACKENZIE: This is simply
to defray the expenses of the contract
with reference to Ballast wharf entered
into 1. years ago.

MR. LANGEVIN: In what condition
is that work now ?

MR. MACKENZIE said that it was
progressing very satisfactorily. He
was not able to lay his hand on the
exact expenditure on this work at the
present moment, but he thought it had
been about $120,000. The contract
altogether, he recollected, was for
about $274.000. Nearly three years
were given foir its completion from the
first, and it began, he thought, in the
autumn ot 1876. They had kept one
part of the work in their own hands.
The two large dredges they had could
not work in any of their other harbours,
owing to the ice in winter ; and so they
undertook to do the dredging at this
point, and had kept these dredges at
work during the last two years dredg-
ing out a site for the dock. The tide
here rose about 30 feet, and although
there was water enough at highwater
at the extreme end seaward of the
Dock, it was dry at low water. They
had taken the bottom out to a depth
sufficient to give 26 feet of water at all
stages of the tide. They had done
this in the winter, and the contractors
had followed with the wood-work as
soon as tbey had the bottom ready,
in this way the Goverument utilized
their crews and their dredges when
they could not be used elsewhere.

Vote agreed to.

83. Prince Edward Island Railway..$49,009

MR. MACKENZIE said that this
vote was for expenditure they were
forced to make at Souris. The Island
road terminated in a sand pit, and the
station was built where it was totally
inaccessible. It reached a point of

Ma. MACKINZIE.

the harbour where there was at ne
time more than ten feet of water.
The large breakwater there was built
on the other side of the harbour sea-
ward, and it sheltered the harbour
where they had the water deep enough
for vessels drawing from 22 to 25 feet,
and it was proposed to remove the
station from this place. This had be.
come a necessity. It was the most
unsuitable place imaginable; and
how the Island Government come to
locate the station there was a mystery
to every person. They proposed to
make a detour around the town and
reach the bay where there was deep
water, and the estimate«of the engineer
of the road to accomplish this purpose
was somewhere about $36,000, for the
grading, bridging and other works of
a permanent character, and the wharf
inside the breakwater. The additional
sum, of course, would be required for
station duties, and purposes of that
sort; $49,000 would cover the whole
cost.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Will
it be finished in a year ?

MR. MACKENZIE: Yes, easily.

Mit. MITCHELL: Who is the en-
gineer ?

MR. MACKENZIE: Mr. Cunning-
ham. He has charge of the road; I visit-
ed the place myself and went over the
Island, so that I am able to speak from
my own personal observation of the
whole matter. Last year, I examined
into the matter carefully with the engi-
neer, and into the nocessity for it. The
inhabitants of the town are very
anxious that we should build it along
the shores of the sea. They are formel
of a sort of precipitate cliff of red
sandstone, and to carry out that
scheme would certainly involve tne
cost of from $50,000 to $60,00) more.
We abandon about a quarter of a mile
of the old road.

Vote agreed to.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.
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After Recess.

82. Pacifie-Fort William
to Sunshine
Creek..............$ 5,500

do Sunshine Creek
toEnglish River 211,000

do Rat Portage to
Cross Lake..... 1ý03,000

do Cross Lake to k
Red River........ 52,500

do TelegraphLines
and Roadway... 164 700

do F o r t Frances
Lock............... 10,00

do Main Land Brit-
ish Columbia... 500,000

do PembinaBranch 550,000
do Spikes ..... ...... 20,000

$2,549,700

MR, PLUMB said the flouse had
heard with great interest the annual
explanation of the First Minister in
respect to the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way scheme. He had no doubt the
hon. gentleman had given as favourable
a statement, as to the condition of that
work, as could be produced from his
side of the question. This was a time
at which the history of the manage-
ment of the Pacifie Railway by the
present Government might be very
properly summed up. When they
came into power, hon. gentlemen found
a small expenditure for surveys along
the lino; and the First Minister had
justly stated that not a very great deal
was then known about the lino which
this road was to traverse. The prairie
land which extended from Red River
to the foot of the mountains was pretty
well known, because it had been occu-
pied by the Hudson Bay Company.
That comprised a fourth of the whole
line. The country north of Lake
Superior, north of Georgian Bay and
Lake Iuron, and north, as well as
south, of French River, was not so well
understood. But they might call pub-
lie attention to the fact that although
that country was not at all understood,
the Government, after they had passed
the Pacifie RailwayAct by which they
assumed the whole resporsibility of
the work, took authority to enter into
a contract for the construction of a
portion of the work which was not
immediately pressing, and which
did not seem indispensable, and
imaugurated the scheme, of the proposed
building of the Georgian Bay Branch.
They did this in ignorance so stupend-
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ous that they 'assigned gradients to
work which could not be found, and so
enabled the contractor to give up the
work and withdraw the amount he had
deposited as security. As soon as the
Government came into power, they en-
tirely abandoned the plan which their
predecessors had adopted and assumed
responsibility for an entirely different
scheme. They were told by the Fin-
ance Minister that he had found enor-
mous obligations resting upon him,
among which he counted that involved
in the building of the Pacifie Railway.
The only commitment so far as he
(Mr. Plumb) could judge, which the
Government up to that time had made,
was the exponditure of $30,000,000
which was to be extended over ton
years, or longer, if in that time it in.
volved additional taxation. The pro-
sent Government, however, had adopt-
ed a scheme which had already involv-
ed the expenditure of almost half that
amount without obtaining any ade-
quate result, and which would involve
besides a vast expenditure which no
man could measure. The First Minis-
ter in one of his speeches during the
last sumnmer, made a most extraordi-
nary statement. He said that in 1874,
when the Bill was brought down by
the Government for a change in the
plan of building the Pacific Railway,
no objection was taken, or at least no
change was made in the Bill which he
introduced. The following wore his
words:

"When I introduced t'2e present Pacifie
Railway Act it passed through the House
absolutely without the alteration of a single
word or syllable-without the additiou of
even a comma to its contents. Within the-
last two years that policy has been attacked
with the utinost virulence. We are accused
of adopting a different policy with regard to,
the Canada Pacifie Rai lway from the one we
adopted when we took office. Suppose we
do, 1 am adopting the policy we are driven to
from circumstances."

If that meant anything, it meant to-
convey the impression that the minori-
ty of the House in 1874, did not object
to the Pacifie Railway scheme as intro-
duced by the present Government. He
(Mr. Plumb) remembered very well
the circumstances under which that
Bill passed the House at a very late
hour under the pressure of the majority
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which was then, as it frequently was,
unwilling to hear arguments. The
majority was restive, and no reasonable
discussion was tolerated ut that time,
and the Bill was driven through. That
there were objections to it could
be shown by the records. He be-
lieved a gentleman was now in the
House who offered an amendment
to it, wbich was rejected; and the
statement of the Premier that
no objection was taken, was not borne
out by the facts. The scheme of the
prosent Government, as the First Min-
ister said, had varied according to cir-
cumstances. When the Bill was pass-
cd ho believed the Governiment had no
special plan in view. There was, with-
out doubt, a division in its councils.
There was a half-hearted policy which
dictated the movements of the Gov-

a rnment throughout. In the first place,
there seemed to be a pressure under
which the Government were com-
pelled to take up certain portions of
the road. Possibly to satisfy the
urgent solicitation of those who stood
behind them, and sought satisfaction
in contracts. Probably there were
other reasons which induced the Gov-
erinment to take up a scheme which
had involved an enormous expenditure
which had committed the country to
an enormous outlay, and which up to
this time had been virtually useless.
Not one.dollar which had been expend-
ed so far upon the Pacific Railway, was
likely to be productive of increased
good to the country. There was not a
a mile of the road anywhere that was
in operation in any way as to further
the interests of the country. Except
the amount which had been expended
in surveys-and ho thought an enorm-
one proportion of that had been thrown
away and wasted-not one dollar of
the vast sum which stood upon the
books charged to that scheme had pro-
duced any available results, and they
were now four years frôm the time
when the responsibility fell upon the
present Government. He could well
understand the reluctance with which
the First Ministbr brought down lis
annual statement, and bis desire to put
it off to the last moment as every one
shirked an unpleasant duty. It was
evident that every year the statement
was one of additional failure, and of

M1. PLUMB.

the inability, the incompetency, or
the unwillingness of the Government
to carry out in any way, which could
be advantageous to the country, the
great scheine which was entrusted to
their hands. In the first instance, they
were told that it was absolutely neces-
sary to make an immediate contract
for the building of the Georgian Bay
Branch, and the subsiding of the
Canada Central Railway. There was
so much haste, in fact, that the road
was put under contract without
a surveyor's instrument having been
laid upon it, without the slightest
knowledge on the part the Govern.
ment fthe line to o built, or whether
the pins and specifications could be
carried out. What had become of
that ? Why, after squandering
$109,000, they were told that the con-
tract for that road had been cancelled,
and the sum deposited by the con-
tractor as security had been returned.
Of that amount $41,000 was for sur-
veys, which were now practically use-
los, because a different line was to be
adopted; and 868,000 had been paid
for rails which had prove to be practi-
cally worthless-iron rails which had
been bought at a higher price than
steel rails could now be obtained, and
a largo portion of which had been
wasted. Now, ho understood the line
was to go further north, and he did
not quarrel with that, because it
would take a much botter route, and
would go nearer to the point which
Parliament had selected as the ter-
minus of the road. The first idea, no
doubt the proper one, was to build the
road from Nepigon Bay west to Red
River, or, at all events, to Rat Port-
age. If the road had taken the line
from Nepigon, or the south shore of
Lake Nepigon, it would have reached
about 60 miles north of Fort William.
There was, therefore, a waste of
money in making the terminus at
Kaministiquia. He knew the mouth
of the river at Thunder Bay Was per-
fectly accessible. The bay itself was
intended by nature for a great outlet
of commerce, and ho could not under-
stand how the season could be more
severe there than on the Ram-
inistiquia. The advantage of adopting
that terminus would have been that
the road would have terminated much
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further to the east. lowever, the
Kaministiquia terminus was settled for
the present. A large sum of money
had been expended to extend the road
froin Kaministiquia· to Port Savanne,
the point from which they had been
told there was to be a departure for the
great water stretches. There was no
doubt that the scheme wllch had been
.o strongly insisted on by the First
Minister had been abandoned. They
now heard nothing about it. A large
amount of money had been 'expended,
but the First Minister said nothing
about it, and from his silence they
might conclude that it had been aban-
doned, and that the money spent
upon it had been utterly wasted. From
Port Savanne it was supposed to be the
policy of the Government to leave a
gap of 170 miles of wilderness entirely
open for many years, while the road
was built from Red River eastward,
and to touch at Rat Portage and there
to remain. The argument that was
brought forward for building two ends
of a road that had no centre, and no
usefulness at either end; was that it
would connect with the Lac des Mille
Lacs,and thence with Rainy Lake along
Rainy River, and so through Lake of
the Woods till it struck Rat Portage,
and that this would be a great line for
commerce. It was very extraordinary
that a contract had been made for ex-
tending the road from Port Savanne,
35 miles westward to English River,
for what purpose no one had yet been
able to understand. It was not pre-
tended that there was any traffic in
that region or any inducement for set-
tlement, or the slightest excuse for
spending that money. The only excuse
lie could find was that there were too
nany steel rails on hand, and that the

Government desired to get rid of some
Of the rusting rails which were piled
on the banks of the Kaministiquia. He
could understand why the Government
didnot propose to fill up the interven-
if1g gap, why it was not desirable, at
present, to send the traffe that way. It
weould interfere *ith the profits of
some crompanies that were sending
trafc by Red River, and with certain
profitable contracts for the carriage
If steel rails and other matters. As
long as the intermediate link was not
filished there would be high prices
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charged for transportation down the
Red River. He believed great pressure
would be constantly exercised to keep
that gap open and to prevent the ex-
penditure of that money whieh was
necessary to complete the link between
English River and Rat Portage. When
that link and the Pembina Branch
were completed more than half the
amount proposed by the late Govern-
ment to be expended for the entire
subsidy to the entire line would have
been paid, while increasing deficits
were being piled up every year. The
First Minister had said that 'the great
object of the Government was to draw
population into the North-West. It
was certain that a railway could not
be successful unless the population of
the North-West was suffmient to furn-
ish a trafic; but, on the other hand, the
country could not be built up until it
had railway communication. The
railway must precede and not follow
population. There was no greater
colonizer or emigration agent than a
railway. He believed that any line
could be built across the prairies for
less than $20,000 a mile, excepting the
difficult portions of the road. What
had been done by the present Govern-
ment to obtain emigration ? Was
there any line through Canada by
which emigrants could get into the
North-West? The building of
the Pembina Branch would be a
step in the right direction. But the
Opposition when in power had pro-
posed the Pembina Branch as a part of
the great system. They did not in-
tend to have the country made sub-
servient to a line of communication
through another country. As if it
were the determination of the Govern-
ment to do everything in their power
to throttle this great scheme, they
had not only postponed it and avoided
opening it where it would be an advant
age to the public, but they had adopted
a scheme which if ratified would post-
pone the building of the road. He
believed the system of colonization
roads would draw from the country
the best part of the sustenance which
should go to the main line. Hon. gen-
tieman said the amount devoted to the
land grant was a very small part of
the public domain. He (Mr. Plumb)
acknowledged that; but that was not
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the point. It was not that it would
exhaust the public land but that it
would withdraw from the country that
which ougb t to go to sustain the road;
the traffic which ought to go to the
Pacifie Railway would be taken and
carried to these roads. No doubt there
was grc at force in what had been urged
upon this Ilonse and the country in
regard to the adoption of the present
lino which ran through the narrows of
Lake Manitoba and took a northerly
direction from Selkirk, running direct-
ly out of the range of the settlement of
the country. There was no doubt it
had been greatly disappointing to the
settlers of Manitoba that the road had
been turned in that direction; the Gov-
ernment had acted contrary to the in-
terests of the pioneers of Manitoba in
locating this lino far beyond their
reach. Even though it might be a few
miles longer, say twenty-four to fifty
miles longer, at the rate which it cost
to run a road over that prairie country,
it would be a matter of not over a mil-
lion dollars, which it would be interests
of the Government to expend and
which would be repaid them by the
rapid settlement and increase of busi-
ness in the country. It was still open
to the Government to consider whether
it would not be to their advantage be-
fore laying down the line of road wbich
from the evidence of the engineers
would run through a country where
a railway ought not to be built if any
other line could be found, to throw the
lino further south and deflect in such a
way as to pass through the fertile por-
tions of the country. Settlements must
be formed, and Manitoba westwards
must be the nucleus from which other
settlements would necessari ly go. After
four or five years consideration, there
still seemed to be the same kind of
doubt as to the continuance of the lino
in the west. They had been told that
a lino had been examined by the Peace
River and Pine River Passes and argu-
ments were used in favour of changing
the lino after it went a distance to-
wards the mountains. Whether that
would be done or not itwas impossible
to say. It was evident there was now
no intention of absolutely deciding
upon the lino of road, but perhaps this
was not necessary under the present
condition of affairs, the road not being

MA. PFLXB.

pushed fast enough to make it of con-
sequence whether one or another route
was adopted for many years to come.
From all the evidence that could be
gathered from the reports of the engi.
neers, from what bad been stated bythe bon. the First Minister and others
acquainted with the subject, it was
establishod that a great and unpre.
cedented waste had taken place in
every direction in regard to the
management of the affair. Prëein-
ently over all, with the exception, per-
haps, of the steel rails, stood the tele.
graph contract, which was forced upon
the House at the early part of the
present Administration. That tele-
graph lino was not situated on the line
of the railway all through. Wherever
it was not on the lino it might as well
not exist. It was absurd to say that if
it was within even a mile of the rail-
way it would be of any practical use.
The Opposition remonstrated with the
Government when the telegraph line
was proposed; they asked, at least, to
have it put on record that they ob-
jected to that line, that no telegraph
lino should be built until the lino of the
road was located. They were then
laughod at, but nobody could now
say that they were not right
in their prodictions. Over a mu-
lion dollars had been expended on
that line, the whole of which had
practically been wasted. As far as the
railway lino was concerned, after it
entered the Rocky Mountain passes,
and had passed over the intervening
height of land, he had nothing to say.
The termination of the read there was
one, of course, full of engineering dif-
ficulties. He could appreciate the
trouble which it had cost and would
cost the Government to decide on the
lino. The responsibllity rested with
them, and whatever conclusion they
came to they would have to settle with
British Columbia. Whenever the dis-
cussion came up there was always a
charge made against,.the right hon.
member for Kingston and his collea-
gues, that they had enterod into a
ridiculous, corrupt, extravagant, dis-
solute, nay, even, some said, infanous
bargain with British Columbia to finish
that road in ton years. ie (M.
Plumb) ventured to say that, at the
time that contract was entered into,
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there was nothing apparently more
reasonable than to undertake to build
a line of road like that in ten years.
It was well known that one of the
greatest undertakings ever carried out
on the face- of the earth, in respect to
railway engineering, was finished
within six years by private individuals,
not by the Dominion, the great power
of this Government, backed as it was,
to a certain extent, by the Home Gov-
ernment, but by a few private indivi-
duals. It was not extraordinary, then,
that this Government, in view of the
successful completion of the Pacifie
Central and Union Pacifie Railway,
should have undertaken to build a
road in ten years from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, or, at least, from the River
St. Lawrence to the Pacifie Ocean. It
was a perfectly reasonable undertaking
in view of the successful completion of
that gigantic work. Those who
charged the late Government with un-
dertaking to build the Canadian Pacifie
in ten years now kept in the
background. In that arrangement
there was always the condition that it
should be built in such a way as notto
increase the burden of taxation. That
alone showed the wisdom of the policy
of the right hon. member for Kingston
and his late colleagues. It showed
they had a due regard to the interests
of the people, that they were not reck-
lessly squandering the public money,
and it must be remembered that Can-
ada was then at the flood tide of pros-
perity, the public revenue was
'constantly increasing, and millions of
dollars were being placed in public
works which might properly have been
used for the current expenditure; sur-
pluses were being placed to capital
account in permanent works. By the
statement of the Finance Minister, it
was shown that ten millions had been
expended in addition to the large sum
put aside for the sinking fun?. It did
lot become the present Government,

iI view of the manner in whicb they
aSsumed the work, to attempt to throw
any responsibilities upon their prede-
cesbors, except the responsibility of
having incurred the work. The pre-
sent Government very wisely avoided
taking the responsibility of construct-
Ing the road. What if the road was
linknown ? That hazard was taken in

regard to the Union Pacifie; nobody
pretended that engineers had plodded
out the road over which the Pacific
ran. The Union Pacifie and the Cen-
tral Pacifie ran each on a different lino,
the one considerably further north than
the other, but they were brought
together at a certain point. Therefore,
it was nnfair on the part of hon. gentle-
men opposite to constantly charge the
Opposition with having made a reck-
less bargain, with having recklessly
pledged the public faith to carry ont
an interprise which would involve an
expenditure of 100 to 150 million dol-
lars. What the late Government.did
in that regard was eminently justified,
was wise, prudent and entirely in
accord with the experience of that
time, with what they had seen carried
out under their own observation, in
view of the successful termination of
the great enterprise of carrying the
road from San Francisco to the Mis-
sissippi. Having said so much with
regard to the original policy of plot-
ting the Pacifie Railway, he wished to
state emphatically that there was now
in the Public Accounts an expenditure,
in regard to that scheme, amounting
to one-half the cash subsidy proposed
by the late Government for the whole
scheme. The whole amount of work
done consisted of a succession of
failures; the carrying out of the work,
unfortunately, he did not say design-
edly, but by a series of misfortunes,
involved a waste, unparalleled in the
history of any expenditure of public
money in the whole of Canada. The
Government, having settled upon
Thunder Bay as the contemplated ter-
mination of the Pacifie Railway,
decided that the point at which the
road should terminate should be the
River Kaministiquia, a small stream
at the north-west side of the Bay com-
ing down from the mountains, a
very rapid torrent, and subject, at its
mouth, to all the easterly and south-
easterly winds that sweep acrosp the
Bay, and subject to being filled up by
the washing of the sand. He would
not discuss the merits of the Kaministi-
quia Harbour which hadbeen praised
by various masters of vessels, but who,
upon cross examination, were found to
be in the employment Of gentlemen,
strong supporters of the Government,
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and who held large contracts. The hon.
the First Minister had said that his idea
was that, having selected the Kaminis-
tiquia, the terminus of the road should
be at a point near the Bay. By looking
at the map, it would be found that there
was a very orkscrew-looking current
there through which it would be
impossible to carry vessel,;, and that
it was several miles from the mouth of
the river and the present terminus.
lie did not think its position could have
been fairly understood; it could not
have been considered practicable to
have that place as the terminus of the
road on the Kaministiqia. Mr. Sand-
ford Fleming, in his evidence given
before the Committee last year, was
asked if he selected the terminus upon
the Kaministiquia, to which he ro-
plied, " I did." He (Mr. Plumb) had
produced that evidence before the Corn-
mittee of Public Accounts, in support
of a statement he had made, and, ac-
cording to the account given by a
voracious journal who gave to every-
thing a colour of hisown, to be greeted
with cheers and laughter. However,
the laugh was turned on the other
side when on turning a few pages
further of the evidence, Mr. Fleming
was asked, " Did you select the Fort
William town plot as the terminus of
the Pacifie Railway ?" To wbich the
answer was: "No, the Goveinment
selected it." Mr. Fleming then went
on to say that after the- Government
had selected the Fort William town
plot as the terminus, he laid out the
line of the road and took in the town
plot. He (Mr. Plumb) had examined
that line from the plan which had been
made and found that the town plot of
Fort William was a square piece
of ground laid out in the wilderness
containing a certain number of acres
and that on the north of it was a small
addition called the new town of
Neebing. The line of the road, start-
ing from a bend ten or twelve miles
above, deflected considerably towards
the west in order to take in the whole
of the front lots of the town plot of
Fort William ; when it arrived at its
terminus it was within a very short
distance of the lower line of the town
plot. It had taken in the whole of the
town plot, but went very near a farm
which lay just below and which offered

ME. PLUMB.

equal advantages for railway purþose8
One would suppose, on looking at the
map, that the town plot of Fort William
did not offer as great advantages for
the terminus as the property just below
it, the front of which was somewhat to
the mouth of the river. It was nearer-
the river, and from a common point-
ten or twelve miles above was no fur-
ther than to the terminus which ran
through the town plot. This property
below could have been bought for a
very small sum, some $75 per acre, and
the amount which the Government re-
quired was about 100 acres, that would
equal $7,500, for which amount the
Government would have had as good a
terminus upon the river, in as good if
not a better position than the eue
selected. The most mysterious part of
the whole business was that the road
was thrown at this line to run along
the whole front of the town plot. Ac-
cording to the land which thp Govern-
ment took, in running through that
town plot,$7,000 had been paid indirect-
ly to the owners for eosts and te the
valuers connected with it; how
much more had since been paid
lie was unable to say. He had asked
in the early part of the Session for a
return of the amount paid on this
item. He Lad asked the Government
to bring down a statement, and was
somewhat surprised, when he was in-
formed by the First Minister, the
other day, that the accounts and papers
which had been brought before the
Public Accounts Committee, and
which were only a part of the papers
called for, were all that would Le pro-
duced. Those papers were the ae-
counts of Mr. B. J. Brown, who was
the Government Solicitor,- and as sone
were papers connected with the valua-
tion of the lands, Mr. Brown was
appointed Solicitor for the Govern-
ment; but it did not appear, from any
record, that he had been instructed
to instruct the valuers in respect to
their duties. From the record in his
own accounts, he was interested in
those lands. There was an item il'
the account, which Le said: "l Having
been instructed by the Government to
hand over the papers, in respect to the
Kaministiquia lands, or town of Fort
William, in which I am interested, te
Mr. Fenton, of Toronto, I did so and
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80." There was an entry in bis
accountS, showing ho had in-
structions, which proved ho had
personal interest in the lands
which ho was sent out to value.
It seemed to him that, in a matter of
this kind, after the Gove*nment dis-
covered that they were in the hands of
a set of speculators who had, laid out
a town plot, almost, he might asay, for
the purpose of catching the Govern-
ment and extorting money for the pro-
perty that was perfectly valueless, if
it had not been for the terminus of the
road, they >hould certainly have sent
somebody there who was not interest-
ed in this land, and who would have
seon that the rights of the Government
were protected. He was not aware
that any instructions were given by
the Solicitor, on the part of the Gov-
ernment, in order to protect the Gov-
ernment from the charges made for this
land. He believed that there was a
law under which, with regard to the
expropriation of land for the Govern-
ment, the enhanced value given to this
land by the Government improvements
could not be considered; and under
whieh they had a right to assess the
increased value of the land left, and to
consider it in the award. He might
be mistaken, but this was his construc-
tion of the Statute. They were not
told by the Government that this So-
licitor was instructed to apply this
Act, but the valuers, he thought, had
given in their evidence that they gp-
plied it, and that under it thev obtain-
ed the grant of 600 acres. They paid
from $700 to $800 an acre for land on
the Kaministiquia River, in a wilder-
ness; for lots which were merely laid
out on paper, where no improvements
had taken place, and on a river where
a town could never have possibly
grown up, except under the circum-
stances which stimulated the lay-
ing out and- the settlement of
the place. After the Government
-and certainly they must have dis-
Covered it-idiscovered before it was
too late-that this property was in the
hands of speculators, who had taken it
up and laid out town plots ; they ought
to have rffused to accept the valuation
inado. No set of contractors carrying
on their personal business would have
ever thought of buylng up or building

a road if they would thus have placed
themsolves in the power of a lot of
speculators who had laid out a town
plot on paper, and put it down as
costing $6,000 or $7,000 instead of $70
or $80. No set of private men would
ever have conducted thoir affairs as
the Govefament had done under these
circumstances. He charged it openly
that nobody who consented to this
transaction acted in the interests of
the Government. It could not be so.
There was no reason that ho could see
or that was made manifest, why this
location should have been persisted in
after the circumstances mentioned
were known; and it was understood
that after the line was established a
building was thrown up by the specu-
lators on their land and sold to the
Government, which could not possibly
ho used for any other purpose. The
thing was almost incredible. They
had been laughod at in the newspa-
pers for calling public attention tothis
matter, and jeered at for speaking of
the Neebing hotel; but ho would tell
the hon. gentleman that this was a
very serious matter, and one re-
garding which the Government
would find out how very difficult
it was to escape from the just
condemnation of tho public. He had
been accused of making charges out-
side which ho dare not repeat in the
House. The First Minister had been
good enough to read him a lecture in
the Public Accounts Committee, and
to say that ho (Mr. Plumb) had con-
ducted himself as no hon. man
would regarding this matter. He
did not hesitate to state here
exactly what he had stated
on public platforms, in this relation.
lie was never afraid to say to the faco
of any man what ho would say any-
where else; and it was unfair in the
First Minister, holding the position ho
did, to attempt to put down an inde-
pendent private member in the honest
discharge of his duty. This was not
the enly time that the hon. gentle-
man had attacked him in this House.
The hon. gentleman, when ho (MIr.
Plumb) had risen in the logitimate dis-
charge of his duty, had deliberately let
loose bis band against him, and at-
tempted to bawl him down. The hon.
gentleman said that on the day of the
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long debate that he had taken up one
.quarter of the time of the House; if so
it was in the legitimate discharge of
his duty; but this statement was one
of the pleasant exaggerations which
the hon. gentleman habitually indulged
in. The hon. gentleman had singled
him out for his displeasure, though he
had always treated the hon. gentleman
with the utmost courtesy. He had,
however, received very scanty courtesy
in return. Hie had endeavoured to
confine himself within the strict limits
of parliamentary criticism, and had al-
ways documents to produce in support
of his statements. Any contractor
who managed their affairs as the Gov-
ernment did this Kaministiquia affair
would fast go to ruin. The whole
matter had been treated with a kind of
disingenuousness which could not be
accounted for except on the principle
which was perfectly understood to be a
job that could not be excused or glossed
over. With regard to the whole
system by which Western matters were
carried out, they had a little knowledg e
with respect to the transaction of one
of the purveyors for the North-West.
They had thus seen something of
the loose manner in which public
money was expended. There was
an endeavour made to, force them
to formulate unspecified charges
against one of these surveyors; but
they declined to do so, as they had
every reason to believe that there was
irregularity in the manner in which
the purchases for the Government
were made in the North-West. They
had an examination made, but though
they failed to have their principal
witness brought before them, they
showed, by evidence, that their suspi-
cions were justly founded; and he very
much mistook the character of the
First Minister, and the manner in
whieh-the hon. gentleman viewed this
evidence, if what they had done did
not bring about a change in the sys-
tom, for there was no doubt that the
contract system, the peculiar system
under which they were told that the
Government made all their dealings,
and the much-vaunted system of the
First Minister, had been utterly set
aside in dealings in the North-West,
not to say anything worse. The
gentleman who had been employed

MR. PLUMn.

there by the Government, had been
in the habit of dealing personally
with the men who were public cou.
tractors, and this in a way which was
not at all free from suspicion. The
very condition in which this gentleman
was regarding these dealings rendered
him powerlss to look out, as he ought
to have done, for the public interests;
he habitually made bargains and con.
tracts for the Government that he
would not have made for himself, and
if the money had come out of ·his own
pocket. This was the testimony
which they had brought out; and not
only so, but there was every reason to
suppose that the same loose system
prevailed everywhere ; and this was
the loudly-vaunted Reform system of
a Reform Government which came
into power to change everything for
the botter, and to set aside the loose,
corrupt and wanton extravagance of
their corrupt and profligate pre.
decessors. Re trusted that the
great scheme of building the
Pacific Railway would be carried
out, and that the hon. gentlemen from
British Columbia would yet find that
there would be some Government in
power which would keep faith with that
Province, and that in some efficient
hands this great scheme would be car-
ried to completion. He hoped that
the great public domain-the capital
and the gold, out of which this road
was to be constructed-would yet be
utilised for this purpose, and that the
time would come speedily when the
waste of these lands in every'direction
would be prevented; when some great
scheme of immigration would be
formed by which the teeming North-
West with its fertility would be
brought to bear, and sustain a large
population. They could not see, from
anything that had been before them in
the four years in which this project
had been in the hands of the present
Government, any hope for the future,
as long as this matter rested with
them; and ho could only express the
earnest hope that the time was not far
distant when other and more comlpe-
tent hands would take this great
scheme in their charge, and carry it
out to a successful completion.

Sm JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
was rather extraordinary to vote two
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and a half millions in one sum. He
saw that for $250,000, with relation to
the Intercolonial, there were three
separate items. This was not accord-
ing to practice.

MR. MACKENZIE said he quite
agreed with the right hon. gentleman.
le did not know who prepared the
vote in this way. The iteips were
sent over, in the usual way, to the
financial office. They would take an
informal vote on each item, and thon
afterwards the whole vote.

(Pacific-Fort William to Sun-
shine Creek.......... $ 5,500 00

do Sunshine Creek to
1 English River....... 214,000 00
1 do Rat Portage to Cross
1 Lake.................... 1,033,000 00
1 do Cross Lake to Red

82 River............ 52,500 00
1 do Telegraph Lines and
1 Roadway.. ............ 164,700 00

do Fort Frances Lock.... 10,000 00
do Main Land British

Columbia. ............ 500,000 00
do Pembina Branch...... 550,000 00
do Spikes..................... 20,000 00

$2,549,700 00

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Re-
garding the first vote, is the contract
about completed ?

MR. MACKENZIE: This is for tho
balance due on the contract.

SmR JOHN A. MACDONALD : Is it
finished?

MR. MACKENZIE: Yes; long ago.
The hon. gentleman will perhaps re-
member that this is for building 30
miles. It was originally 45, but a
change of the route lessening the dis-
tance by ló miles was made. The
price was low, and the contractors took
as little work as they could.

MR. LANGEVIN said he was very
much pleased to hear the hon. the First
Minister, before recess, renew the state-
ment that he considered that it was a
binding obligation on the Government
to buiid the Pacifie Railway. There
was a time when it was the custom-
he did not, perhaps, on the part of the
hon. gentleman, but amongst some of
his followers, especially in the Province
of Quebec-to say that the Conserva-
tives were in favour of building this
road, but that they favoured another
scheme. This was the great cry of

these gentlemen, who said that they
would nGt consent to the building of
this railway; it was a scheme that
could not be executed, and, therefore,
should be opposed ; but hon. gentlemen
opposite soon found, after theyassumed
the responsibilities of office, and be-
came members of a Government, that
they must change their policy, and
assume the railway policy of their pre-
decessors, and the obligations contract-
ed by them; and, as the hon. the First
Minister truly said, these solemn treaty
obligations should be fulfilled. True,
the hon. gentleman said that these
obligations were contracted by the
previous Government. No information
had been obtained about the route.
When British Columbia came over,
through its delegates, to confederate
with us, the route between the Pacifie
Province and Old Canada was not
known. The intervening country, for
the most part, was unknown; but they
knew the land was there; but, as long
as this territory belonged to Canada,
they knew that they could build a road
through it; and they bound them-
selves, with the consent of Parliament,
to build the Pacifie Railway; and, to
use the excellent and very expressive
words of the First Minister, it was the
far-seeing eye of a statesman that had
seen that this scheme was proper and
great, and one by which they would
settle the future of this greut country,
this great Dominion of ours, binding
together the different Provinces from
the east to the west, and forming an
iron bond which would make of us a
great and prosperous country. The
hon. gentleman stated, and truly said,
that before he and his colleagues came
into office this enterprise had been
fairly entered upon. The late Govern-
ment had caused large surveying par-
ties to be sent into the field on this
and on the other side of the Rocky
Mountains; and these parties had been
working three years when they went
out of office. In 1871, only $30,U00
was expended on this service, and for
this reason: they thought that as Brit-
ish Columbia was coming into this
Dominion, only on the lst or 4th of
July, 1871, they should not put their
surveying parties into the field until
that ovent had taken place, and the
season being very short that year, only
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this sum was expended, but in 1872, as
many surveying parties as could be
usefully employed were sent-out, and
$489,000 were spent in surveying a
portion of the line, and in 1873,
$561,000 were so expended ; so that,
before they went ont of office, about

-41,200,000 were spent out of the
$3,411,000 mentioned by the hon. gen-
tleman as having been expended on
this service up to the 30th June, 1877,
so the hon. gentleman was perfectly
right when he said that the late Govern-
ment had fairly undertaken the enter-
prise before they went out of office.
They had them at work for two and a
half years. The hon. gentleman also
correctly admitted that these surveys
required not two and a half years, but
se% en years to complete, in order that
the whole lino might bo explored and
finally located. The hon. gentleman
had stated that when ho and his col-
leagues came into office, they thought
these binding and solemn obligations
required modification by the Govern-
ment of Canada, in conjunction with
and with the consent of British Colum-
bia. Negotiations took place; and the
hon. gentleman said that the terms
were modified, and that British Colum-
bia consented, through the instrumen-
tality and the good offices of Lord Car-
narvon, to such modification in this
way :-that this Government should
build the line betweenVictoria and Nan-
aimo, and should expend on the main
lino on the mainland, two millions per
annum until the road would be com-
pleted. The hon. gentleman added
that in consequence of this new ar-
rangement and new binding and sol-
emn treaty obligation, ho and his col-
longues brought down to the House a
Bill to obtain the necessary means and
authority to build the railway from
Victoria to Nanaimo. This Bill passed
through this Ilouse by a large major-
ity, but in the Senate it was defeated.
And how? It was a matter of history
that it was defeated, by friends of the
hon. gentleman-friends, whose sup-
port to the measure, he (Mr.Langevin)
had no doubt that the hon. gentleman
could h: ve secured, if the same energy
had thon and there been shown to ob-
tain a majority that was exhibitod here
when the hon. gentleman wished to
have a measure passed; and thcn this

MN. LANGEVIN.

binding and solemn treaty obligation
with British Columbia would have
been fulfilled. But no. That energy
was not employed, and the resuit was
that the Bill was thrown out by the
votes of two of the hon. gentleman's
friends, and as the hon. goentleman---

An HoN. MEMBER: Ah, ab.
MR. LANGEVIN said ho did not

know what an hon. gentleman meant
by his " ah, ah's; " but all the hon.
gentleman's ah, ah's would not change
the facts. These were now histori-
cal. One of these friends of the
hon. gentleman had just entered the
Senate. The Session following, the
hon. gentleman did not reintroduce
that Bill in this louse in order t>
have it passed through the Upper
House. Truc, the hon. gentleman then
tried to obtain leave to take advantage
of the clause in the Constitutional Act
which empowered the placing of six
new members in the Senate, but per-
mission was refused. There was no
dead-lock between the two Houses.
The Senate had a right to do what it
did, though he (Mr. Langevin) really
believed that the Bill should have been
adopted, and it would have been the
greatest wrong that could have been
perpetrated towards the Upper flouse,
if the Government had obtained the
power and authority to enforce this
clause of the Constitution, which was
provided to be used only in case of a
dead-lock. The hon. gentleman did
not reintroduce the Bill, and why?
Because there was a power behind the
throne and behind the hon. gentleman.
The hon. mem ber for Soutti Bruce had
oppoied this measure, and had shown
that he controlled or affected votes by
his eloquence or persuasive way of
presenting matters to the louse. The
hon. the Minister of the Interior had
voted with this hon. gentleman, and
what was the result ? The hon. mem-
ber for South Bruce entered the Cab-
inet and would not allow it; and this
was the reason why the interests of
British Columbia were sacrificed onl
this occasion. The hon. gentleman
(Mr. Mackenzie) said that afterwards
the surveys were continued, and the
statement stated that in 1874,$310,000
were exponded; in 1875, $474,000;
and in 1876, 6791,000; and in 1877,
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;754,000; so that during these seven
years $3,411,000 were paid out
for the surveys, making an average of
about $13,000 a mile. He supposed
that there had been an expenditure,
since the 1it of last July, which of
course the hon. gentleman said be
could not give.

Ma. MACKENZIE: The vote was
$230,000.

Ma. LANGEVIN said supposing
$600,000 were expended, this
would bring the total ex-
penditure up to $3,600,000, and
he believed the hon. gentleman would
flnd that Mr. Fleming's estimate in
February, 1873, of the cost of the Paci-
fie Railway was $100,000O,00. If that
sum was correct, the surveys would
cost a little over 3j per cent.' He be-
lieved that in great undertakings of
that kind 3i per cent. was not too
much, and ho believed the First Minis-
ter would admit that the cost of sur-
veys might often go to 5 per cent.
without being considered excessive.
There was no doubt that the hon.
gentleman or the engineers thought
that Nipigon Baywas the point which
should be selected for the branch line
which touched the waters of Lake
Superior. He had mentioned reasons
why Thunder Bay was preferable to
SNipigon Bay. He (Mr. Langevin)
would admit that the late Government
had ordered a survey from Thunder
Bay westward. They wanted all the
information possible. He did not
remember how far his colleagues had
gone into the matter, but ho believed
that it was considered that Nipigon
Bay was preferable to Thunder Bay.
The reason being that Nipigon Bay
Was on the main line of the Pacifie
Railway, and that thus an expensive
branch would be avoided. He regretted
that in the long speech of the First
Minister, one which, no doubt, had
cost him a great deal of labour, and in
which ho had given a great deal of
information to the House, one expres-
sion had fallen from his lips which,
he thought, ho would regret when
Perfectly master of himsef. He re-
ferred to the use of the word "foolish,"
as to the pretension, as ho called it, to
finish the road in ton years. He might
have said that the pretension was

exaggerated; that it was not based
upon proper facts; but ho had no right
to call it a foolish pretension. The
late Government had adopted the Tête
Jaune Cache after full consideration,
and with the surveys of the enginoers
to go upon. He took this opportunity
of saying that ho had never found an
officer more assiduous or more able
than the Chief Engineer of the Pacific
Railway. Ho had always shown him-
self a most able officer, and ho was
glad ho had been kept at the head of
the Department, in order that ho
might, ho hope'd, complote this great
work. He had been the Chief Engineer
of the Intercolonial Railway, which
was a great credit and honour to him,
and ho hoped he would ]ive long enough
to see the Pacifie Railway completed.
He had able assistants; the acting
Chief Engineer was a most able officer,
who had always shown himself to
ho perfectly au fait, and he hoped
ho also might be long spared
in connection with this great work.
He (Mr. Langevin) did not regret the
adoption of that pass. It was the pro.
per pass at that time. He was not
called upon to decide whether it was so
now ; other passes had since been dit-
covered. The Pine River Pass was con-
sidered a very good one; but ho un-
derstood from this report of the Chief
Engineer that additional surveys
would be required before it should be
selected. It was not for him to say-
whether those surveys should be made
or not. Hon gentlemen opposite had
the responsibilities of office, and it was
for them to decide whether the infor-
mation they had was sufficient, and
whether they should decide upon the
line now or not. It was tirue, as the
hon. gentleman lad stated, that the
late Government held that Esquimault
should be the terminus of the Pacifie
Railway. By all the information they
then had,they considered that the pro-
per terminus. Whether the line should
go by the Fraser River, by Bute Inlet
or Frederick Arm, or Alberni, or
Barclay Sound or down to Esquimault,
they were not in a position to decide.
The surveys were not completed, and
had only been going on for two and a
halfyears. Since that, four and a half
years had elapsed, and to-day the hon.
gentleman said that the Government.
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did not feel themselves bound by the
Order-in-Council in reference to
Esquimault. That did not alter the
position of the late Government. It
did not say whether they were wrong
or right ; but it simply showed that
this Government had a different policy
from thoir predecessors. The selection
of Esquimaalt as the harbour did not
bind the late Government to any par-
ticular route. In regard to the course
of the railway in Manitoba, he bolieved
the reports showed that the country,
through which it was to run, north of
Lake Manitoba, was swampy, and that
it would cost a large sum of money to
construct it there. That country had
been traversed by the engineers only
in the winter; whenever they had
passed through in summer they had
not gone over that portion of the line,
but had gone on the lake in canoes.
They, therefore, could not judge of the
quality of the land; but he understood
that a large proportion of the route of
the railway was below Lake Manitoba,
and, therefore, that the pretension that
the land could be drained into the
Lake could not be sustained. The hon,
gentleman had passed a high eulogy on
the Peace River country, and ho (Mr.
Langevin) believed ho was per-
fectly right. But in order to
meet the observations of the
acting Chief Engineer (Mr. Marcus
Smith) who seemed to be very favour-
able to the Pine River Pass and Peace
River country, the hon. gentleman said
that branch railways might be pro-
jected from the neighbourhood of Ed-
monton into the Peace River or Pine
River country, There was no doubt
about that; but these railways would,
of course, cost a large sum of money,
and the hon. gentleman must not bring
the length of the road by the Pine
River Pass against that of the route
proposed to be adopted, because the
branch railway should enter into the
account.

Ma. MACK ENZIE: I do not pro-
pose to build branch lines.

Ma. LANGEVIN: The hon. gent-
leman said they could be built after-
wards.

Mn. MACKENZIE: Built by the
people who went there.

Ma. LANGEVIN.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he did not
think the hon. gentleman would ex-
pect the settlers to build these
branches, if they could judge of bis
policy by the Bill of the Minister of
the Interior under which it was pro-
posed to build thousands of miles of
railway at $10,000 a mile.

MR. MACKENZIE : Thore is noth.
ing of the kind in the Bill.

Mu. LANGEVIN said that by that
Bill the hon. gentleman proposed to
build colonization railways at the rate
of 810,000 a mile, and that at a time
when he said we had not enough money
to build the main line of the Pacifie
Railway. He requested the First
Minister to repeat the general gradients
on the British Columbia routes.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that on the
Burrard Inlet route there were 185
miles of what might be called lovel
road, against 137 miles on the Bute In-
let route. There was no grade on the
Lower Fraser route higher than 1 to
the 100 ; while on the Bute Inlet route
there were a little over 21 miles above
that, and 11 or 12 miles 2 feet to the
100.

MR. LANGEVIN: Would the hon.
gentleman give me the highest 'grade,
and the distance of that highest grade
on these two routes.

MR. MACKENZIE said that on the
Bute Inlet route the highest grade is
from 175 to 2; and on about 10 or 11
miles it was about 2 feet to the mile.
There was no grade on the Fraser route
more than I per cent.

Mit. LANGEVIN: Is that east to
west or west to east ?

MIa. MACKENZIE: That is going
east. Going west there is no grade
on either of them higher than 1 foot to
the mile. There are 27 of 1 foot to?
the mile going west on the Burrard
Inlet, and 52 going west on the Bute
Inlet route.

MR. LANGEVIN said the grades
should be as low as possible; of cours,
putting them low would necessitate a
larger expenditure. But, with a rea-
sonable expenditure, it was better to
have low grades than high grades, be
cause, if the grades were low, the road
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would be for all time, and its mainten-
ance muet be smaller than over high
grades. If it were only for a short
distance, the speed of the engines
which had come a long distance would
overcome that short distance with a
higher grade; but, if it was a long
distance it would be quite different,
and it would require a stronger engine,
as on the Union Pacifie in the United
Staes. A stationary engine was re-
quired in order to carry over the
Rocky Mountains trains up those hol-
lows; therefore, it increased very
largely the daily expenses of working
the railway. It was very important,
as the Chief Engineer had determined
the grade from east to west, as far as
the Rocky Mountains, 52, from west
to east 22, that that gradient should be'
maintained. If on the route selected
there should be a higher gradient than
that, which must be the case by what
the hon. gentleman had stated, he
(Mr. Langevin) hoped it would be for
a short distance, so that it might be
easily overcome, or, if it could be at
the same place, or a very
short distance from it, it might
be overcome by one engine be-
ing placed there, and the efficiency
of the route would not be impaired by
having that higher gradient than on
the upper portion of the lino. The
hon. gentleman said he had been able
to adhere to that grade, as fixed by the
Chief Engineer up to now, and ho still
hoped that rule would be followed up
to the Rocky Mountains. He (Mr.
Langevin) hoped the hon. gentleman
would adhere o that. There had been
an attempt on section 15 to change
that road from 25 feet to 40 feet
which would impair its efficiency.
It was botter to spend a little more
money now on capital and not create
a large annual expenditure. The in-
terest of the additional expenditure to
keep the grade low would be slight in
comparison with the perfection obtain-
ed ; the lino would be complote in all
respects and bear comparison with any
lino in the world. The hon. gentleman
statod that according to the reports of
the Chief Engineer, the acting Chiet
Engineer and other officers, there were
three routes to ho considered, Nos. 8,
6 and 2; the Dean Inlet route for
82à,000,000 through the Rocky Moun-

tains to the Pacifie, the Bute Inlet
route, cost $33,000,000, and the Bur-
rard Inlet route, $3b,000,000. The
hon. gentleman after explaining these
three routes finished by saying that the
Government had not yet decided which
one to adopt though they were favour-
able to the Burrard Inlet route. He
and his colleagues were inclined to-
wards this route, but had not made up
their minds to decide on it. If the
Minister of Public Works and his col-
leagues had not been able to make up
their minds-

MR. MACKENZIE : I did not say
we had not been able to make up our
minds. I said we had come to no for-
mal decision, but it was tolerably clear
the considerations I had given were of
such a character that they could not
be passed over.

MR. LANGEVIN: The hon. gen-
tleman not having come to a formal
decision about this matter it cannot be
surprising that I, not having all the
information possessed by the hon.
gentleman, nor the opportunities he has
dha to ascertain the facts, am not able
to pronounce in favour of one lino.

MR. MACKENZIE: I may say this
much. I intended to diseuss the mat-
ter in Parliament, Parliament being
sitting. Although the Government had
the power, and it was their duty, to de-
cide on the route, I thought it would
be an act of courtesy to Parliament
that I should listen carefully to what-
ever hon. members had to say in
favour of either route; although from
the information we have ourselves,
and the facts which I have mentioned,
there seems but little doubt as to what
our uourse ought to be.

M-R. LANGEVIN said ho had taken
this note, that the Government had
not fully decided which line to adopt.
He took the explanation which might
botter convey the idea of the hon.
gentleman. On this question the hon
gentleman wished to convey to the
flouse an idea of what the railway
might, cost and, according to his state-
ment, the 2,208 miles were likely to
cost fifty-five millions, or $25,000 per
mile.

Ma. MACKENZIE: No.
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Ma. LANGEVIN: I think I under-
stood the hon. gentleman to say that
the lire would cost $25,000 per mile.

MR. MACKENZIE: Certainly not.
MR. LANGEVIN: I understood him

to say that there were portions of the
road which would cost $40,000 to
$45,000 per mile.

MR. MACKENZIE: We mean that
section 15,36J miles,will cost $1,600,000,
to which has to be added the cost of
rails, which amounts roughly to 90
tons per mile, or something over
$6,000 per mile additional; so that 36
miles of very heavy work will cost
about $50,000 per mi.e.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he wished this
to be well understood, because the hon.
gentleman last year spoke of the few
miles of railway that were under con-
tract, which was the easiest portion of
the line, the Pembina Branch, and gave
the cost of that portion of the road to
show how cheaply it could be built.
That went through the country. Hon.
gentlemen opposite and their friends
said that this Government were build-
ing a railway equal to the Intercolonial
for half its cost, and that the whole
Pacifie Railway would be completed
under their able management at hardly
more than half or two-thirds the cost
of the Intercolonial. He was glad to
hear the hon. gentleman say that that
was not the case.

MR, MACKENZIE: I did not say
that.

MR. LANGEVIN said he did not say
the hon. gentleman said that. But the
bon. gentleman was not alone in his
party. Ho bad a great many friends,
and those friends had stated so. The
press, whieh had supported him and
his friends out. of Parliament, had
stated that the cost of the Pembina
branch was so low that it showed what
the cost of the Pacifie Railway would
be.

Ma. MACKENZIE: That was
quite right.

MR. LANGEVIN said the Pembina
branch was a very easy railway to
build; it ran through a very level
country. But that was not the con-
struction of the country between Lake
Superior and th.e Pacific Ocean, which

Ma. MAeKENZIE.

was very rough. The hon gentleman
had admitted that the portion of the
railwayn-nder contract, or bailt already
including that Pembina branch, had
cost $5,750,000 for the 228 miles, or
$25,000 per mile. He admitted now
that a portion of No. 15, was costingat least $50,0O per mile, and that
many other sections would cost over
that amount.

MR. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen.
tleman bas really not presented what I
stated at all. I stated that including
rolling stock, the whole 228 miles
would be built at $25,000 per mile,
just about half what the Intercolonial
cost.

Ma. LANGENIN: The hon gentle-
man stated that railway would be
built, completely equipped, for $25,000
per mile. But the largest portion
built for that amount was the most
easy line of the whole, and, therefore,
the cost of that could not ne compared
with the cost of the remainder. It
might suit the hon gentleman to say:
I will take so many miles from Fort
Garry, Winnipeg, through the prairie,
and the cost of that will be a criterion
by which I will judge of the cost of
the whole railway." The hon. gentle-
man himself admitted that here was a
rough portion, from Thunder Bay to
Winnipeg, that cost $50,000 per mile.
He did not find fault with the hon.
gentleman, that that portion
should cost $50,000 per mile. lie only
wanted to show that the whole lino
would not cost such a low sum as the
Pembina branch, and therefore, it was
not fair that supporters of the hon.
gentleman, not himself, should go
through the country and say: "See the
Pembina branch, see how cheaply the
Government have built that; that is
the way we will build the Pacifie Rail-
way," giving to understand that the
price paid per mile for the Pembins
branch was the pric. to be paid for the
Pacifie Railway all through. It was
not so. Other sections of that line
would cost 875,000, and, perhaps, more
per mile. The hon. gentleman gave as
a reason for not completing the Pacifie
Railway, that he did not want to im-
pose onerous burdens on the people.
He was quite right; no one wanted to
do that. But without imposing bar-
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,dens on the people he might go on and
build the railway. There were rails
on hand for nearly the whole of the lino
for which the Government was paying
a large sum in interest, and which were
deprec.ating every day. Why not use
them? Why not go -on as fast
is possible, consistent with our
duty to the country, in such
a manner as to reduce that im-
mense sum invested in those rails? In
that prairie country, from Winnipeg to-
wards the Rocky Mountains, the rail-
way could not cost very much with the
exception of bridges; these rails could
be used there, and access being given to
that country, thousands of emigrants
would flow into it and settle there. H11e
would close by calling attention to the
telegraph line which was begun at a
time when there had been no proper
survey or location of the railway
made, and which had cost a larger
sum than if it had been built on
the located lino of the railway.
A portion of the telegraph lino would
be useless, because it wus not built on
the line of the railway, The con-
tractors had now a large claim against
the Government. They had alroady
received a sum of money, but when
the contract would have to be settled,
a large sum would have to be paid
those contractors, because that con-
tract had been given without proper
consideration.

Ma. MACKENZIE: The
gentleman is mistaken. There
telegraph lino built except on
located lino.

bon.
is no

the

MR. LANGEVIN: The hon. gentle-
nian must remember he gave a con-
tract for the telegraph before lie had
any location fixed for the railway.
Ile has had to pay an indemnity to the
contractor.

MR. MACKENZIE: No.

Ma. LANGEVIN said, according to
the papers brought down, the con-
tractor, Mr. Bernard, claimed a large
sur as indemnity. He had made
contracts with others and had to fulfil
those contracts; he complained to the
Minister and said: " You are ruining
me, I cannot pay these men until you
pay me." That was the position in
which lie was placed, and the Govern-

inent would finally have to indemnify
him. That was nct the proper thing
to do under the cireumstances. The
hon. gentleman and colleagues should
have waited until the line was requir-
ed. The railway line should be locat-
ed first, then build the telegraph line.
The hon. gentleman seemed inclined
to adopt one line in preferonce to the
others. The responsibility rested on
him and bis collengues. It was for
them to determine that ; they had al i
the information before them. The
views of the Opposition, of course
have no effect on the decision. They
had made reprosentations on many
occasions, they had put reeolutions
before the House, which had been
negatived and thrown out; neverthe-
less, their views were thcre, and when
the time came the people would judge
between them and the hon. gentlemen
opposite.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said, at this
late hour, be would endeavour to con-
fine bis remarks as short as possible.
le had listened with a greal deal of
attention to the remarks of the hon.
the Minister of Publie Werks in intro-
ducing this resolution. The difficulties
were apparent which beset him and
bis Government with regard to the
selection and location of the proper
route. They had not only the difficul-
ties presonted by the different routes
to choose between, but also the diffi-
culties of the Chief Engineer, and the
acting Chief Engineer, differing on this
point. One fact must be somewhat
pleasing to his hon. friend from Yale,
namely, that the route had . been
selected for the survey of which he had
successfully contended in this House
two or three years ago, before the loca-
tion was finally decided on. It must
have been noticed that the hon. the
Minister of Public Works, while allud-
ing to the interests of British Columbia
with regard to the selection of the
route, did not pass any remarks upon
other interests in connection with the
selection of the terminus, sueh as Im-
perial interests in opening the North-
West Territories. The hon. gentleman
confined his remarks to the immedIiate
terminus in British Colambia, and left
out of view the fact that the one route
passed through the North-West, a
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vastly more fertile country and mueli
better suited for settlement than the
southern route, or the one located.
He (Mr. Kirkpatrick) did not at pre-
sent intend to deal with this point, as
he agreed with the hon. member for
Charlevoix that the Government were
responsible for this matter, and, no
doubt, felt this responsibility, and
would act as they thought best suited
to the interests of the country. But
he wished to speak more particularly
regarding the vote immediately before
them from Sunshine Creek to English
River. He would like to know whether
this vote of 8214,000 would complote
the work to English River.

MR. MACKENZIE: I am not posi-
tive.

Mi, KIRKPATRICK said he sup-
posed that it would nearly do so. He
thought that the road was now ironed
to Savanne. English River was 110
miles or so from Thunder Bay, in the
wildernoss. But there was no vote
asked for the construction of the line
beyond, and thus a gap was made until
they came to Rat Portage. No esti-
mate was asked ' to connect
these two points; and it followed,
ho doubt, that there was no
intention of commencing this section
before the lst July, 1879. From the
next July they would have 110 miles
built at one end, and the work progress-
ing for 114 miles at the other end with
great rapidity; and it wouldr not be
far from being completed on the 1st
July, 1879; while in this great gap not
the first attempt would have been made
nor a vote asked from Parliament to
undertake the work of construction.
This was most remarkable. Why were
the two ends of this portion of the road
being built if there was no intention of
connecting them ? The hon. gentle-
man admitted that the line between
these two points was located and ready
for construction; but no contract was
entered into, and there was no inten-
tion of doing so during the coming
year. Was this reasonable ? Were
they to expend 5Î millions,-which the
hon. gentleman said that these 223
miks would cot,-without having any
intervening link ? Were two lines to
be built leading nowhere? H1e would
allude presently to the proposition

MR. KIRKPATRICK.

about these two points. Port Savanne
and Rat Portage should be connected
by some sort of hermaphrodite system
of water and land communication; but
he did not believe that the Government
intended to adopt any such plan as he
was told was actually brought down in
the other end of the building in a
minority report, for which a member
of the Government had actually voted.
This was a plan by which it was pro.
posed to expend more public money in
order, if possible, to utilize the Fort
Frances Lock, and to make the country
believe that there was some value and
some use in this public work, and that
it was intended to expend in this re-
gard $150,000, according to the esti-
mate of Mr. Sutherland, and $350,000
according to the estimate of Mr. Morti-
mer,a practical engineer. It was propos-
ed to build tramways to improve the
water communication,and this would in-
volve the building of dams, the deepen.
ing of rivers, and the building of exten-
sive works, steamboats and barges;
and for, what purpose ? To convey
from 40 to 50 tons a day of produce
between these points. This meant a
train of five cars, and he did not believe
that 50 tons could thus be transported
daily. He did not believe that a tug
could be placed on these waters-they
were so shoaly-of sufficient power to
convey a train of barges carrying 50
tons of produce; butsuppose this were
possible. Had it thon corne to this:
that they were to expend well nigh
six millions to have a train of five
cars pass one way a day. The idea
was most preposterous. Let them
call the Fort Frances Lock a blunder,
and say the money was thrown away;
but they should not throw away more
money in building such useless works
ot that kind. He hoped that the
Government did not intend to do sO.
He protested against it. There was
some hope for them not doing so, as DO
estimate was made for it; but as a
member of the Government had actu-
ally brought down a report advocating
such a scheme, he must protest against
and warn the Government against
taking any step of the kind. If so'e
such scheme was not undertaken there
was no excuse for not connecting the
line between English River and Rfat
Portage. This must be done sooner or
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later. It was located and ready for con-
struction; and until this was done the
two ends of the railway which were be-
ing built,at the enormous expense of six
millions, were practically useless. He
hoped that the Government would
give tbem some explanation in this re-
gard. Fifty tons amounted to about
$1,650 bushels of wheat; and after it
was harvested in the West and ready
for transportation, say on the 10th of
September, there would not be more
than 35 days before this water com-
munication would be frozen up ; and
35 times 1,650 bushels would make
57,755 bushels, about the produce of a
farm of 2,000 acres in the West ;
and this was what they were
building this railway and im-
proving this water communication
fbr in order to have a competing route
with the Pembina and Duluth route.
He had only to call the attention of
the Committee to these facts to show
how preposterous was the idea con-,
tained in this report; and ho hoped
and believed that the good sense of the
Government would never adopt or
carry it into practice. There was a
remarkable omission made in not ask-
ing for any vote to construet the line
westward from Red River. They had
there a great country, Manitoba, into
which our people were flowing by
thousands and thousands. It was be-
ing rapidly filled up with a hardy and
thrifty population,which would have a
large quantity of grain and produce,
ready for export as soon as the means
were provided. This country needed
development. The hon. gentleman
told us that one great object of the
Pacific Railway was to pass throngh
the fertile lands in the North-West,
and in this he fully agreed with the
hon. gentleman. lIe believed that
Canada would never have undertaken
the construction of this great work,
had it not been for the North-West
Territories, which they desired more
than anything else to develop and open
hP. The bon. gentleman said they

ad resolved to adhere to the located
ie lu this part of the country. Why
tot then take a vote and go on with
ths section ? The line was alreadylocated and the cheapest line through
the prairie ecountry, and yet there was
10 intention of obtaining a vote in
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this relation. This was not treating
Manitoba and the North-West fairly,
or enabling them to derive any benefit
from the great explorations made in
the North-West This was one of the
first portions of the road that should
be undertaken and built as soon as pos.
sible. The line was located from
Thunder Bay to Selkirk on the
Red River; but the hon. gentleman
had not told them that there was any
considerable extent of land in this
region fit for settlement. They knew
that this was not the case. The pro-
mised land, the land flowing with milk
and honey, lay beyond Red River, and
the road from Thunder Bay to
Red River merely passed through
the portals of the country in question.
The distance covered was 400 miles;
and for 250 or 270 miles to Fort Pelly,
there was no more than 20 or 25 miles
of land fit for settlement. They were
building a lino of 650 miles, from
Thunder Bay through land which was
practically unfit for settlement. He
would ask the hon. gentleman, in view
of these facts, to reconsider bis decision,
if possible, and run the line through a
portion of the country which was fit
for settlement. They should open up
the country west of Red River, either
by this road or by one of the coloniza-
tion roads, which only meant another
Pacific road. If they voted lands for
this purpose, they represented money's
wortb. The hon gentleman had men-
tioned the heavy work on Section 14,
owing to the Julius muskegs which
they had unexpectedly come across,
and this entailed extra work on the
contractor.

MR. MACKENZIE: I said nothing
about extra work.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK said the hon.
gentleman had stated that the con.
tract was given out for $400,000, but
that in consequence of heavy work
required to pass these muskegs, this ex-
penditure would amount to about
$500,000. He would ask the hon.
gentlemen whether the sum total of
the original contract was not about
$400,000.

MR. MACKENZIE: I said $402,000,
and I stated that the cost would not be
far from 8500,000.
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MR. KIRKPATRICK said that this
would cost a great deal of extra
work.

Mn. MACKENZIE:. There is no
such thing as extra work.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK said that
there would be a great deal of addi-
tional work, which was not now anti-
cipated to be done on the route west-
ward to Fort Pelly.

MR. MACKENZIE: No: we will
not.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said that a
return had been brought down the
other day of all the reports of en-
gineers, memorials, papers and, corres-
pondence relating to the survey and
location of the lino between Red River
and Battleford, not heretofore laid
before Parliament; but only two of
these reports were brought down, and
it was remarkable that no engineer
had been over this portion of the route
in summer. There was nothing in the
voluminous reports before them from
which they could glean any informa-
tion respecting this route between Red
River and the Narrows of Lake Mani-
toba. One of those reports just brought
down was by Mr. Rowan, who said
that he went sometime one summer as
far as Oak Point on Lake Manitoba,
and thence by canoe as far as the Nar-
rows, but he did not go along the
located line. Mr. McLeod said that he
went over this portion of the country
in winter when everything was frozen
up, and he couldtnot tell where streams
were save as to some large streams.
This evidently showed that the whole
of the country was frozen up at the
time. This was not a satisfactory
state of things. A man who had been
over this route in summer had told
him that he had, in doing so, to cross
one of the muskegs on snow-shoes,
in July, and even thon broke through;
he had a 20 feet pole pointed with an
iron and could not find bottom in some
places, and yet tLe engineers reported
that there was not a muskeg there
more than two or three feet in depth.
This was a very great discrepancy,
and he did not think that they had a
satisfactory explanation of it. The
fact that additional work was unex-
pectedly imposed by meeting with

Ma. MACKENZIE.

the Julius muskeg, which was
seventeen or eighteen feet deep, show.
ed that there was a great deal of justi.
fication for his remarks, and his im-
pression that the engineers who had
pass<d over this route between Red
River and the Narrows had not
thoroughly and exhaustively ascertain.
ed the nature of the land and Mus-
kegs over which they passed. He had
not changed bis mind respecting the
Fort Frances Lock. It was a great
mistake. He could see some reason for
it when it was intended to run the
road to Sturgeon Falls, and this would
have given unbroken communication
by water to Rat Portage, but when the
road was defiected to the northward,
it should have been stopped. He was
certain that since the change of
route took place all the money
that was expended on this lock was
thrown away and lost to the country.
There was no attempt to say that there
would be any commercial benefit de-
rived from that lock. The market of
the settlers on Rainy Lake would be
down towards Rat Portage. They
would not go up the river, they would
go down with the stream. There was,
therefore, no idea that this could be
used for commercial purposes. It had
been suggested in the Senate that it
might be used as a military work ; but
seeing that it was a canal on one side
of a river, on tbe other side of which
w-as the American boundary, it was in
the wrong place t' pass troops within
a stone's throw of the American tron-
tier. Some good had resulted from
the discussion which he had introduced
here last year, in the fact that the Gov-
ernment had changed the dopth of the
canal. There were, however, two ob-
structions in the Rainy River which
prevented steamboats from getting u1p
to the Fort Frances Locks, namely the
Long Sault and the Manitou Rapids.
It was proposed to expend money I
taking out boulders and rocks, but
that would not overcome the rapid, and
he very much doubted if the steamers
could ever be got up to the lock. -ne
contended that the work sbould be
given out by contract. If the Govern-
ment had not disobeyed the plain let-
ter of the law in this respect, the coun-
try would have saved $200,000 whiCh
had been lost in consequence of this
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flagrant violation of the law of the
land.

MR. TROW said he doubted if the
work could have been let by contract.
le was satisfied it had been carried on
very economically. le doubted if the
Government had ever had a more
energetic Superintendent. The expen-
diture of this money would lead to a
settlement of 300,000 or 400,000 acres
of productive lands. From 80 to 100
townships had been already surveyed
and were being rapidly settled. That
section could never be settled by the
construction of the Pacific Railway pro-
per there must be a road through it.
There were very extensive timber limits
around there, and that timber was re-
quired for the prairie districts of the
west. It was of the greatest import-
ance that the work should be complet-
ed.

MR. McCALLUM said according to
a report which he had read last year,
the people of that section had to go to
Red River for their timber. Timber
had to be procared to build the lock,
and yet the hon. gentleman said
timber abounded in the neighbour-
hood.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that was
some special timber required for the
lock gate. There was enough timber in
the neighbourhood for a million locks.
Did not the bon. gentleman know that
the contractors had been unable to find
in Canada. some kinds of timber re-
quired for the Welland Canal?

MR. McCALLUM said they could
have got the timber in Canada, but it
was cheaper to get it in the United
States. His hon. friend from Fron-
tenac had spoken of pushing the road
West of Red River. Ie (Mr.McCallum)
Would rather they would build the link
first. It would take probably three or
four years to build that link, and the
ties already laid would be rotten before
the other portion of the road was built,
unless they went on with it at once.
Ie thought the construction of the

Fort Francs Lock was a mistake, and
considered that, when the Minister of
Public Works found it could not be
used to transport supplies for the Paci-
fic Railway, he should have come down
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and said he was mistaken, and would
not proeeed any further in a useless
expenditure.

MR. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
that if anything were needed to con-
firm the statement that the connection
between English River and Rat Port-
age should be completed, it was the
statement of the hon. member for
South Perth (Mr. Trow) that more
than one road would be required. They
had information that immigrants were
going into the North-West at the rate
of 200 a day, and opening up a com-
munication through our own territories
by rail. A mixed land and water route
had been spoken of, but the attempt to
take passengers and freight over such
a route as that would, in his opinion,
be a very great failure. When direct
communication was completed from
Duluth to Winnipeg the number of
passengers, or the quantity of freight
that would pass over such route, had
been mentioned, namely, a system of
tramways from Port Savanne to Kettle
Falls, and thence by navigation to Rat
Portage, would be infinitessimal.
It was the duty of this Government to
make every effort to complete the por-
tion of the line between English River
and Rat Portage, and he was sorry that
they had not seen fit to put a sum for
this particular portion of the road in
the Estimates. The hon. member for
South Perth (Mr. Trow) had said that
the construction of the Fort Frances
Canal and Lock would greatly facili-
tate the carrying of lumber to Mani-
toba and the North-West Territories,
If he (Mr. White) understood the mat-
ter aright it seemed to him that no
such expenditure would be at all neces-
sary to enable the settlers in Manitoba
and the North-West to get their lum-
ber at a much cheaper rate than they
got it at present. When the railroad
was completed from Rat Portage to
Selkirk, and thence to Winnipeg, all
the facilities possible for procuring
cheap lumber in the North-West would
be obtained. fHe did not object to the
necessary expenditure for the comple-
tion of the Fort Frances Lock, but he
objected to the expenditure of any
further sum of moncy on that route.
There was one other thing to which
he would like te draw the attention of
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the Committoe. He did not observe in
the item now under discussion in this
particular vote for the Pacific Railway,
that the leader *of the Government had
asked for any vote for the Georgian
Bay Branch, and although the bon.
gentleman had been requested during
this Session to give information as to
what the Government proposed in
reference to it, the information had not
been given. He (Mr. White) should
like to enquire whether the Govern-
ment proposed to bring down any sun
in the Supplementary Estimates for the
construction of te road from the South
River to Cantin's Bay, or to the mouth
of French River, and whether it was
proposed during recess to advertise for
contracts for that particular portion of
the Pacific Railway scheme. Ie un-
derstood from the notice on the paper
that it was the intention of the Gov-
ernment to ask for a ratification of the
Order-in-Council in reference to the
extension or the Canada Central Rail-
way to Lake Nipissing, that it was
their intention, at all events, to build
the connection from Lake Nipissing
eastwards. What he desired to ask
was, whether it was the intention of
the Government to take a vote for the
construction of the Georgian Bay
branch, and if so, whether the contract
would be advertised for.

Mn. MACKENZIE: That is under
consideration. The hon. member for
Frontenac asked how much was spent
upon that 'section up to the present.
There was a sum of $703,000 expended
to the end of the year.
. Sin JOHN A. MACDONALD: Will
the hon. gentleman inform us why no
sum of money has been mentioned for
the road between English River and
Rat Portage ?

MR. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman bas scarcely observed what I
said to-day. I pointed out that we
desired to place the entire road under
contract if we could, upon the terms of
the Act of 1874, but, as we found in
1874, it would take several years before
it could be completed, it was well to
advance those portions which could be
constructed by the time the surveys
could be completed, and we proposed
then to let the entire route from Fort
William westward, in one contract,

Ma. WmTz.

deducting from the contract the,
amount paid on this section 'as part of
the $10,000 pcr mile, which the Act
provided was to be paid to that con-
tractor. If we can succoed during the
coming season in our attempt to lay
the entire road, the contract would be
submitted to Parliament next Febru-
ary for their approval, and these con.
tractors would finish all that remained
to be finished of that particular part,
as well as that west of Red River. We
do not desire to proceed on the last
contract any furtber; the survey being
completed, we want to utilise ourlines
if we can. If we fail to obtain con-
tractors under the ternis of the Act for
the whole route, we propose to ask
Parliament to sanction special con-
tracts for those 180 miles, and also for
the section in British Columbia, start-
ing from the navigable waters west-
ward, if we select that route, which is
probable. The hon. member for Charle-
voix seems to think we have an enorn-
ous quantity of rails on hand. Those
required for what we have under con-
tract on the Pembina Branch will only
leave enough for 180 miles to be laid
after that; so there is not so very large
a quantity as the bon. gentleman sup.
posed. There are just enough to build
the road within two or three miles
from Fort William to Selkirk.

On item $164,700, for telegraph
lines and roadway,

Mi. MACKENZIE: These telegraph
contracts are really part of the work
of construction. The contractors are
bound to clear out all timber to the
width of 32 feet on the exact line of
railway, and erect a telegraph line. It
has been, in the work of construction
between Keewatin and Selkirk, of the
utmost possible use, as had been stated
by the Engineer-in-Chief. As soon as
the road is located anywhere, wherc
the contracts extend, the contractors
for erecting the telegraph have to pro-
ceed and clear out the timber to this
width, thon the railway contractors
follow. In case they should neglect in'

any way clearing ont the track to this
width, there is an item in the contract
for construction with the contractors,
binding them to clear out the timber.
If we pay the one contractor, we do
not pay the other. So far, the contrac-
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tors for the telegraph line have kept in
advance of the contractors bodies for
the regular building of the road.

M R. BUNSTER: In this item is it
intended to build a telegraph line
from Nanaimo to Victoria.

MR. MACKENZIE: Not in con-
nection with the railway. The hon.
gentleman's questions will perhaps
tome better on Monday.

Vote agreed to.

XXIII. MISCELLANEOUS.

184. For the expenses of' Govern-
ment in the North-West Terri-
tories............................ ........... $17,000

II. CHARGES OF MANAGEMENT.

(Financial Inspector......................... $2,600
Office of Assistant Receiver-General

Toronto................ 7,600
do Mon-treal.......... 5,500

.Auditor and do Halifax, N S.......... 10,000
| do do St. John, N.B. ...... 11,400

i do do Fort Garry........... 6,500
do do Victoria, B.0........ 7,000
do do Charlottet'n,P.E.I. 4,000

Country Savings Banks, New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotia and British
Columbia................................. 12,000

Seigniorial Tenure and Commission. 2,500

$69,100

Resolutions ordered to be réported.
House resumed.
Resolutions reported.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.
QUESTION.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Will
the hon. gentleman inform us what
measures he proposes to drop.

MR. MACKENZIE : We will drop
Bill No. 47, the Registration of Titles
Bill, and it is under consideration
whether we will proceed with other
Bills. It is probable that the Govern-
ment will not proceed with Bill 32, to
facilitate the colonziation of Dominion
lands by aiding the construction of
railways; and we will not go on with
the Stamps Bill, No. 40. We propose
consolidating the whole of the Stamp
Aets at a future time.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
will be much better.

House adjourned at
Fifteen minutes before

Twelve o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

RMonday, 6th May, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Throe
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.

MOTION.

Ma. MACKENZIE moved:

" That the Government business shall
have precedence on Wednesday next, imme-
diately alter Routine Proceedings.

Motion agreed to.

IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZ&TION
COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

NIR. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
that he found the following paragraph
in the Report of the Committee on
Immigration and Colonization:-

" On the subject of the Dawson Route, from
a consideration of facts stated in evidence by
Mr. Hugh Sutherland, the Committee find
that it would be advisable to utilize the por-
tions of Railway being constructed and about
to be finished by means of tramways around
the portages between Port Savanne and Ket-
tle Falls, the tramways being worked by
light cars on a narrow guage drawn by
horses, and towed on barges along the water
stretches without breaking bulk.e

With regard to th's particular portion
of the report, considerable difference of
opinion existed in the Committee, and
he thought he was correct in saying
thaL the decision arrived at was that
the Committee would express no
opinion regarding the desirability of
constructing these works, but simply
report to the House Mr. Hugh
Sutherland's opinion on the matter.
As a member of the Committee, he
wished to express his entire dissent
from the statement contained in this
paragraph.

MAI. TROW said ho did not admit
that there was any irregularity in this
report.

General [NAY 6, 187 8.]
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.-[BILL No. 52.]

(Air. Mackenzie.)

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE AMENDMENTS.

MR. MACKENZIE said that the
Senate had so changed the Bill
as to require the assent of the
Senate as well as the assent of the
House of Commons to any contract or
agreement made with respect to the
lease of the Pembina Branch. The
Government eould not possibly accept
this amendment by which the Senate
assumed to itself a right which this
House had never conceded, and which
he hoped, it never would concede. It
was not conceded in England, and he
was bound to disagree with the
amendment. .Hle would, therefore,
move that this House doth disagree in
the amendmenta made by the Senate
to the said Bill, for the following
reasons:

"Because it is contrary to the uniform
practice of Parlianent, that contracts into
which the Executive is aut.horized to enter,
should be made subject to the approval of
the Upper Chamber.

"Because in recognition of the practice
the* Executive was authorized by the
Canadian Pacific Railway Act of 1874, to
make all contracts for the construction of
that great work subject to the approval of
the House of Commons only.

" Because in further recognition of the
practice the Executive was by the same Act
authorized to make contracts for leasing or
working one of the Branch Railways, in
connection with any other Railway, subject
to the approval of the House of Commons
only.

" Because on the principle on which the
approval of the Senate was not required to
such contracts, it ought not to be required
to a contract for leasing or working another
of the Branch Railways.''

MR. TUPPER said he was rather
surprised to learn the decision at
which the hon. the First Minister had
arrived, because, if bis memory served
him right, the statement that this was
the uniform practice was not accurate.
Be theught that their practice had
been the reverse, and such as was re-
quired by the Senate. They had had,
lie believed, two, and only two, Acts
passed by this House that would bear
direct analogy on this subject-one
with reference to the transfer of the
Windsor Branch Railway,and the other

MR. Taow.

with regard to the transfer of the road
from Truro to Pictou. Both of these
were deait with in the way
proposed; that was to say, the
contract was subject to the
approval of Parliament and not of the
House of Commons alone.

Mit. MACKENZIE said that this
was an entirely different matter. The
precedents the hon gentleman referred
to related, not to a contract, but to the
giving away of a certain national pro-
perty, while this concerned the appro-
val of an arrangement of the nature
of a contract exactly such as that
which affected the Georgian Bay
Branch Railway; that which related
to contract with the Moncton Water
Company, approved the other night,
and the Ottawa Gas and Water Com-
panies and several others that might
be named. The resolution which first
authorized the Government to aet,
both with respect to the Pictou and
Touro and Windsor roads was passed
by this House only, but when it was
determined to give away this railroad,
this piece of national property, it re-
quired an Act of Parliament, and no
Act of Parliament, of course, could be
passed without the sanction of the
three branches, the two Houses and
the Chief of the Executive.

MR. TUPPER said it appeared to
him that these cases were parallel. It
was proposed to make a certain dis-
position of the Windsor branch and
the Truro and Pictou Railways; and,
in doing so, it was considered neces-
sary to bave the approval of the
Senate as well as of the House of Com-
mons. It was, therefore, established,
as far as the Govern ment could estab-
lish it, that in dealing with public
property in this way it was desirable
to have the approval of both branches
of the Legislature, and ho could not
see why this was not the sounder
course. Ie could well understand that
in approving of comparative unimpOr-
tant matters, such, for instance, as the
ratification of a contract for the con-
struction of a portion of a line, it was
different. The disposition of an agree-
ment to pay a certain sum to get a
certain amount of work performedr
did not appear at all analogous, aàd he
held that the first ground taken

2A5 A Canadian. Pacifie



Canadian Pacife Railway [M#Ay 6, 1878.] Act Amendment Bill. 2455

failed. Their practice was to reverse
and the approval of both branches was
necessary in disposing of a lino of rail-
way. Then ho held that the
second objection was faulty be-
cause there was no analogy
between the appr val of the House of
Commons of a contract to perform a
certain amount of work for a certain
sum of money, and the power to alien-
ate a large portion of the Canada
Pacifice Railway for a considerable
term of years. The question was one
of public policy, and was very import-
ant. He was not at ail prepared to say
that the House would, and, in fact, ho
was not inclined to think from the ex-
planations given on the part of the
Government to the flouse that the
iouse would probably approve of the
arrangement in question, and that
there would be no difficulty in obtain-
ing the concurrence to it of the Senate.
He did not see why the Senate should
be precladed from having an oppor-
tunty to pass its opinion upon a ques
tion of very large importance and a
very important question of public
policy. He thought that this was only
in conformity with the general scope
of their mode of conducting business,
which required that matters of very
much less import should have the con-
currence of the Senate. He would be
very sorry to have the hon. gentleman
raise a question in which the other
branch of Parliament might feel it
would be called upon to surrender con-
currence, and which might have the
effect of embarrassing the course that,
in the public interest, it might be
desirable to pursue. He was afraid
that on investigation it would be found
that the ground of uniform practice
could hardly be substantiated; and
that the other analogy which the hon.
gentleman had mentioned would not
bear out the reasoning adopted. As a
member of this Hlouse, he failed to see
why it should not be desirable to have
the assent of both branches of Parlia-
ment to such arrangement, or in what
way this would invade the priviloges
hitherto possessed and acted upon by
the louse of Commons.

MR BLAKE said ho regretted that
a leading member/, of this House
should affirm the view expressed by

the hon. gentleman (Mr. Tup-
per). He denied altogether that
there was any precqlent con-
trary to the view takon by the rea-
sons given for disagreement. In 1875,
when fresh from the people, they had
not complied with what was now
urged by the Senate; and, certainly, in
1878, when on the eve of appealing to
the people, they should not surrender
the power demanded by the Upper
Chamber.

MR. MASSON: It is evident that
we are going to the people.

Mu. BLAKE said ho held that, espe-
cially as the Senate had not claimed
any exercise in 1874 of the right now
put forward by the hon. member, the
course proposed by the Government
was, according to precedent, also en-
tirely constitutional. For himself, ho
was prepared to stand by the rule of
Parli ament which was unanimously
assented to in 1874.

MR. TUPPER said that ho would
remind the hon. gentleman that it
was not simply the fact that this
House had passed a resolution author-
izing the Government to engage to
certain terms; of course it thon bc-
came more necessary to pass an Act,
and that Act required the assent of the
Senate. The point to which ho drew
the attention of the House was that, in
an Act providing for the disposal of a
question of infinitely less importance,
the approval of Parliament, and not
simply of this House, was required.

MR. IOLTON said it was a resolu-
tion, not an Act.

Ma. TUPPER said that the resolu-
tion in reference to the Windsor Branch
or Pictou Branch of the Intercolonial
required the approval of Parliament-
that was both branches of Legislature.
He had had no desire to raise a ques-
tion of the Pacifie Railway, because
there was no analogy. The amount of
aid to be given in that case was specifi-
ed,and as to the route,the First Minister
had already stated that the Govern-
ment did not necessarily require to ask
the consent of Parliament to that.

MR. BLAKE: But they required to
ask the assent of the louse to the con-
tract which embodies the route.
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Ma. HOLTON said the assent of the
three branches of the Legislature
must be required to every measure dec-
laratory of or founded upon public
policy. The Senate had already assent-
ed to the question of public policy
involved in the leasing of this branch.
The simple question that remained was
whether the contract made in pursu-
ance of this public policy should be
submitted to both branches, or only to
one, accordingto the uniform practice.
Hie could not find a solitary instance
among the precedents of the British
Parliament, where a contract was
made, subject to the approval of the
Lords, or in practice of the Canadian
Parliament, where a contract was
made, subject to the approval of the
Senate, or of the old Legislative Coun-
cil. They might object to the Senate
claiming to be a body to which the
Executive must account for the admin-
istration of public pioperty and the ex-
penditure of publie money. His view
was that the pretension of that hon.
body amounted to an arrogation of the
peculiar prerogatives of this House, as
regarded the control of the public
purse and public property.

MR. LANGEVIN said he failed to
see any difference between the case of
the Windsor Branch and this Bill. By
the Bill before the House, they were
asked to make the lease on such terms
as may be agreed upon. The Senate
had a fair right to ask what those
terms were. The terms might be such
that the Senate, with full knowledge of
them, might refuse to commit them-
selves to. He agreed with the hon.
member for South Bruce in claiming
all the privileges belonging to the
House, but he did not think they
should infringe upon the privileges of
the other House. The hon. gentlemen'
opposite the other day had themselves
recognized the principle of the concur-
rence of the Senate in matters relating
to money; for in the Bill for the better
auditing of the Public Accounts, they
had made it a condition that the
Auditor-General should only be re-
movable by an address concurredin by
the Senate and the House of Commons.
le could not agree that it was in-
fringing upon their principles to insist
that the Senate should have no control

Ma. BLAKE.

whatever over the details of what theyhad agreed to as a general policyespecially when the terms and condi
tions of leases and contracts were not
stated.

Ma. HUNTINGTON: Suppoe
a contract were submitted to the
Senate, and the Senate disagreed with
the amount, then it would come to this,that what. had been agreed to by the
Executive and the House of Commons
might be thrown ont by the Senate.

Ma. LANGEVIN said the Upper
flouse had a right to reject any money
Bills.

Ma. RYAN said it was quite evident
from the course of the Government in
this matter, that they had not intended
to complete the Pembina Branch.

MR. BLAKE: Question.
Ma. RYAN said, as such a course

would leave Manitoba without railway
connection for another year, an4 it
must be extremely inconvenient-

MR. SPEAKER: Does the hon. gen-
tleman mean to argue that, because
the Branch would not be finished, the
House should surrender its privileges?

Ma. TUPPER said that this was a
question for debate. They had had a
speech from the First Minister, giving
his reasons for proposng to reject these
amendments; and the hon. member
for Marquette (Mr. Ryan) had certain-
ly a right to urge his view as to why
it would not be desirable for the House
to adopt the proposal of the First
Minister.

Ma. RYAN "aid that, because they
knew such a course would be impro-
per, the Government desired to trans-
fer from their shareholders the result
of their conduct. In replying to a
question of his, last Wednesday-

Ma. HOLTON: Order.
Ma. RYAN: Hon. gentleman are

determined to confine me entirely to
the constitutional question.

Ma. SPEAKER: Is that raised by
tle resolution submitted to the flouse?

Ma. TUPPER said the question be-
fore the House was, whether this
House should rake up the amendmnflts
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of the Senate or not, and, under that
question, the hon. gentleman was per-
fectly in order.

Ma. SPEAKER said the hon. gentle-
lan was fnot arguing the question

raised by the resolution, but an entirely
different question. He was endeavour-
ing to show that the adoption of this
resolution would defeat the Bill, and,
in that way, injure his Province.

MR. TUPPER said the question
before the House was, whether we
shall adopt the amendment or not.

MR. SPEAKER said the question
before the flouse was, whether we
should adopt the resolution sub-
mitted by the First Minister or re-
jeet it, not whether we shall reject the
amendment or not.

Mi. HOLTON said the policy of the
Bill was not under debate at all. Both
Houses had agreed as to the policy of
the Bill. The point in debate was
whether the Executive shall be vested
in this matter of contract in the Senate
as well as the House of Commons.

M.R. RYAN said the hon. gentleman
seemed to be in a very orderly mood
and to be determined to adhere very
rigidly to points of order and constitu-
tional points. In bowing to the decis-
ion of the Speaker, ho (Mr. Ryàn)
could not set himself right in reference
to the statement made by the hon. the
First Minister last Wednesday, and he
would take another occasion to do so.
He would merely remark that it seem-
ed to him almost a matter of words, to
see the great amount of zeal for the
Constitution which had been developed
by hon. gentlemen opposite to-day.
Only a week or ten days ago these
hon. gentlemen, who, to-day, were such
advocates of the Constitution, sat by
without saying a word while the Con-
stitution was being trampled into the
dust.

Ma. MACDOUGALL (EastElgin)
said that this -was an act, as had al-
ready been properly observed by the
hon. member for South Bruce,to repeal
a pOlicy which had been established
by the wisdom of Parliament, in con-
nection with the passage of the Cana-
dialn Pacific Railway Act. If these
amendments, as sent down from the

other House to this House, were
adopted by this House, then it
would be logically consistent and obli.
gatory upon us in pursuance of that
to repeal the 15th section of the Can-
ada Pacifie Railway A et, relating to
the re-leasing of the Georgian Bay
Branch. If the terms of this Bill, now
under consideration, were precisely the
same as what was contained in the
Act of 1874, what reason was there that
that policy should be reversed. Was
there any reason why this House
should act contrary to the course
pursued on that occasion? Could any
reason be assigned by hon. gentlemen
opposite why this Parliament cannot
be entrusted with the carrying out of
this contract ?

Ma. RYAN: One reason is that
there are hon. gentlemen on the floor
of this House advocating the granting
of powers to the Government to make
a lease with themselves.

MR. MACDOUGALL: The hon.
gentleman said this louse was asking
powers for the purpose of ratifying
leases with hon. members of this
House. What grounds had he for
making any such statement ? Did ho
mean to insult the intelligence of this
House by making such an allegation.
He had no reason-

iMR. RYAN: I have reason.

Mn. MACDOUGALL : It ill becomes
the hon. gentleman coming from the
Province of Manitoba, a Province
deeply interested in the Pacifie Rail-
way-

Ma. SPEAKER said he thought it
was unf air that an hon. member should
be allowed to comment on what an hon.
member previously had attempted to
ay. He had better confine himself to
he subject-matter, which was simply
whether the resolution by the hon. the
First Minister should or should not be
idopted.
Ma. MACDOUGALL: This House

vas asked to reverse the policy sanc-
ioned by Act of Parliament. No rea-
ons had been assigned why we should
lace less confidence in ourselves, in
arrying out these instructions now,
han we possessed at the time this Act
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was passed in 1874. Now, this Bill
beforo Parliament was different from
the precedents which had been cited in
support of the conduct of the Senate on
the other side. It did not ask for the
passage of the Bill, it simply asked
that this House shall have the power
of ratifying the contract, of arranging
with other railways for the leasing of
this railway. It was strictly consis-
tent with the plicy of this Act, as he
had already stated. If this House
were to adopt these amendments
brought down from the Sonate, it would
be entirely reversing the policy which
it had sanctioned. The hon. member
for Charlevoix stated that the Bill be-
fore Parliament relating to the appoint-
ment of the Auditor-General was
directly in point, and that it was a case
which should be referred to as a pre-
cedent for sustaining lis argument,
justifying the course of the Senate
with respect to this measure. With
all due respect, he (Mr, Macdougall)
begged to differ from the hon. gentle-
man. What had the appointment of
the Auditor-General to do with the
ratification of the lease of the Pembina
Branch or of any other line of railway ?
Surely the appointment of an Auditor-
General was .,ot the same as making a
contract. The passage of that Bill was
not the appointment of an Auditor-
General, but it was the passage of an
Act of Parliament authorizing the ap-
pointment of the Auditor-General. If
there was any similarity between
them, it would be that we have passed
an Act of Parliament for the purpose
of permitting us to appoint an officer.
The House had already passed an Act
granting the Government power to
make contracts. This Bill asked for
authority to make a contract pursuant
to the policy already adopted. It
seemed to him that this House ought
to be the sole judge with regard to the
expenditure of' money. Means were
required to bauild the railway, and the
transactions relating thereto were of a
financial character, and strictly within
the purview and prerogatives of this
House. He felt it to be bis duty,
therefore, to express bis decided
opposition to the conduct of
the Senate and bis full approval of
the motion submitted by the hon. the
First Minister.

Ma. MACDOUGALL.

MR. DESJARDINS said he thought
the Sonate when passing a Bill had a
right to make such amendments as
they. deemed necessary. The hon.
member for South Bruce said there
was a precedont to be quoted against
the Senate, namely, their action with
regard to the Georgian Bay Branch.
Because the Senate did not then require
the fulfilment of the condition they
now claimed, was probably the reason
they claimed it now. The experience
of the former contract might have in-
duced them to adopt their present
position.

MR. WHITE (East Hastings) said
this matter was one of very great im-
portance. The people of this country
were watching with great interest the
proceedings of this House and Gov.
ernment with relation to leasing to
the Montreal Bank, or any other insti-
tution, that fine of road. The people
would ask: did the Government object
thai. it should be submitted to the
Sonate ? There must be something
behind the screen, something that will
not bear the light, when the Govern-
ment refused to accept the Bill amend-
ed by the Sonate composed of gentle-
men selected from among the best men
of the country. The hon. member for
South Bruce found fault because a cer-
tain item, a certain law, bad been pass-
ed; he rememberod well that by that
Pacific Railway Act and the letting of
that contract the late Government was
put out of power. The people of this
country were suspicious of letting a
contract to any rich corporation.
The point he wished to impress
on this Government was, that they
professed to be a Reform Govern-
ment, to guard the interests of the PeO-
ple, and to do everything right and
just. Why deny the Sonate the right
to say whether this contract shall be a
fair contract or not? Hie was bound
to say that, no matter what the politi
cal opinions of the Sonate were, if this
contract were in the interests of the
country, the gentlemen composing that
body would be independent enough to
pass it. Why prevent them? No
man in this bouse had shown a more
independent spirit than the hon. me-li-

her for South B.ruce; when the Govern-
ment did not do what was right, he
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left the House and would not vote
with the Government. He (Mr.
White) hoped the Government would
accept ihis motion, otherwise the peo-
ple would say t.hey were afraid there
was something behind the screen, some-
thing detrimental to their interests,
and to the interests of the people we
encouraged to go into that Province.
That road was to be finished during
this summer and comploted; why
should we hand it over to any corpora-
tion for ten years to the injury of the
people of that Province. Why not let
all parties that build roads leading
thore have the right to compete for
runmnig powers.

MR. MASSON said the hon. member
for Chateauguay (Mr. Holton), had
stated that in England there never was
a precedent of a contraet being sub-
mitted to both flouses for approval.
le would cite an example, the Royal
dockyard's contract.

MR. BLAKE: That was only to be
laid before Parliament, not to be sub-
mitted for approval.

MR. MASSON said he would like to
know what was the use of laying a
contract before a Flouse, if it were not
to be 'approved or disapproved. The
law stated it should become law, if not
disapproved in the interim.

MR. BLAKE: That is citing
from Todd. I asked Todd what
the authorities were. I particularly
enquired whether there was anything
more than laying before the Flouse,
whether there was any question of ap-
proval and he said, " No."

MR. MASSON: If the bon. gentie-
man can use Todd, so can I. He told
me that was the only example, and that
the fact of laying a contract before Par-
liament implied the right of Parliament
to approve or disapprove it.

MR. BLAKE: That is Todd's argu-
ment ; I want bis facts.

MR. MACKENZIE said the Pacifie
Rýai1way Act which provided that the
contract should be approved by this
House, also provided in section 19 that

copies of all contracts should be laid
before the two Houses but only subject
to approval of this House.

Ma. MASSON: That does not follow
at all.

MR. TUPPER: I rise to a question
of order, eight hon. members have de-
manded yeas and nays. Every one de-
manding the yeas and nays must vote
against the resolution.

MR. SPEAKER said our practice
differed materially from that of the
Flouse of Commons. Our rules said
upon a division, the yeas and nays shall
not be entered uponi the minutes unless
demanded by five members.

Motion
division.

agreed to on the following

EAs :
Messieurs

Appleby, Jones (Halifax),
Archibald. Kerr,
Bain, Killam,
Béchard, Kirk,
Bernier, Laflamme,
Bertram, Laj oie,
Biggar, Landerkin,
Blackburn, Langlois,
Blain, Laurier,
Blake, McDonald, (Cornwall),
Borron, MacDonnell(Inverness)
Bowman, Macdougall (East El
Boyer, gin),
Brouse, McDougall(S.Renfrew),
Brown, MacKay (Cape Breton),
Bunster, Mackenzie,
Burk, MeGregor,
Burpee (St. John,) Meintyre,
Burpee (Sanbury) McInnes,
Carmichael, McNab,
Cartwright, Malouin,
Casgrain, Metcalfe,
Cheval, Mills,
Christie, Norris,
Church, Oliver,
Coffin, Paterson,
Coupai, Perry
Devlin, Pettes,
Dymond, Pickard,
Ferris, Power,
Fiset, Ray,
F leming, Ross (West Middlesex),
Flynn, Rymal,
Forbes, Scatcherd,
Galbraith, Scriver,
Gibson, Sinclair,
Gillies, Skinner,
Gillmor, Smith (Peel),
Goudge, Smith (Westmoreland),
Greenway, Snider,
Hall, St. Jean,
Higinbotham, Taschereau,
Holton, Thompson(Haldimand)
Horton, Trow,
Huntington, Wallace (Albert),
Irviag, Young.-92.
Jetté,



2460 Crimes of Violence

Benoit,
Bolduc,
Bourbeau,
Daoust,
Desjardins,
Dewdney
Dagas,
Flesher,
Gibbs (North
Gill, •

Hurteau,
Jones (South
Kirkpatriek,
Langevin,
Lanthier,
Little,

NiAYB :

Messieurs
McQuade,
Masson,
Monteith,
Montplaisir,
Pinsonneault,
Platt,
Plumb,
Robinson,

Ontario), Rochester,
Roy,
Ryan,

Leeds), Tupper,
Wade,
Wallace (S. Norfolk,)
White (East Hastings),
White (N. Renfrew),

-32.

CRIMES OF VIOLHNCE PREVENTION
BILL.-[BLL No. 77.]

(Mr. Mackenzie.)

THIRD READING.

Order for third reading read.

MR. WHITE (East Hastings) said
that no one in the House regretted
more than himself that it was - neces-
sary to bring this Bill before the
House; and he hoped that it would
have its effect. He was very glad that
the hon. member for South Bruce had
prepared this Bill, and that the Gov-
ernment had accepted it as a Govern-
ment Bil, and be hoped and trusted
that they would carry it out in the
interests of the people of this country.
He thought that it would not be out of
place to enquire whether they could
not arrive at some kind of arrange-
ment by which no difficulty would be
experienced in putting this Bill into
force. It was a well known fact that,
on the last 12th of July, in the city of
Montreal, a large number of people
having equal rights and privileges
with others on that day to walk in
public, when asked not to do so by
clergymen and prominent citizens, and
some of these citizens, members of the
Church of Rome, consented, but, unfor-
tunately, a young man was killed. It
was not necessary now to discuss how
this man met his death, further than
to say that he was foully murdered,
and the only cause for this murder was
because lie protected a lady who wore
an orange lily. In this country, we
should bear in mind that we should
bear -each other's burdens, as it were;
and bear patiently one with the other.

MR. SPEAKER.

We should take the fact into conside--
ation that we had our likes and dlis.
likes; and he would not give the snap
of his finger for a man who would not
stand up for what he believed to be
right, and to support and maintain the
church and minister of his choice. It
was a pity that in this country we
could not regard the shamrock and
lily as emblems that would hurt no
party. The same dew from leaven
that nourished the ono, nourished the
other; and why should lie not stand up
in the flouse to say that if one lady
saw fit to wear a shainrock and another
a lily, each had a perfect right to do so
without being insulted or ridiculed by
any party. Unfortunately, owing to
the carrying of a lily, this young man
lost his life. There was but one
opinion to the effect, that ifthe Mayor
of Montreal bad, on that occasion, dis.
charged his duty, this life would
not have been taken. If this had not
occurred, many lives, since lost, would
have been saved ; *and the hon. mem-
ber for South Bruce would not have
been obliged to use his active mind,
ingenious brain, in order to prepare
this Bill, and the Government would
not have been forced to bring it before
the House and country. But it was
now here; and unfortunate occurren-
ces were happening day after day in
Montreal. They must meet these oc-
currences, and he thought that if they
were sensible men and prepared to
bear and forbear, they could arrive at
some conclusion that would be satis-
factory, and that all these matters
would be wiped away and, he trusted,
forgotten, though they would not be
forgotten by those who had lost re-
latives in these disturbances. Some
believed that it was right enough to
walk in public procession, and well
enough to take the lives of felloW
men; but certainly this should not be
done because that was what could not
be given again. The Orangemen of
the city of Montreal had acted very
handsomely in consenting not to walk
on the last 12th of July. He bogged
to thank the hon the Minister of Public
Works for having telegraphed to MIon-
treal when the funerat of this yoUng
man took place, to say that lie would
render assistance, if necessary, to pro-
tect the citizens in paymig the last act
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of respect to the deceased. He did
not think that any party could say
that the Government was in any way
whatever to blame for that unfortunate
event, or for the unfortunate events
that had since occurred. In the county
from which he had the honour to come
the Protestants were largely in the
majority; but the adherents of each
religion walked, one on the 12th of
July, and the other on St. Patrick's
Day. No one molested or annoyed
them, or said an unkind word to them;
and he would ask hon. members,
whether eitherProtestantism or Roman
Catholicism was injured or benefitted
by those events. Not a bit of it. It
did not take away one member from
the Church of Rome, or injure it, be-
cause the Orangemen walked on the
12th. Then, why could they not
arrive at some conclusion and arrange-
ment by whieh the Orangemen could
walk in public processioa in Montreal,
and let no outside influence, or outside
parties, go to Montreal on that occa-
sion, and then no harm or injury wonld
be done. It was in the power of both
parties to make such an arrangement.
He understood that the hon. member
for Montreal Centre, and other parties,
had done their duty on the last 12th of
July, and all they could to save trouble.
He would say, let every party enjoy
the freedom and privileges which were
purchased, as they all believed, by-the
blood of their ancestors. Let each one
worship as he desired, celebrate what
day he wished, and walk as he would,
so long as he conformed to the laws of
the country. Hie would unhesitatingly
say that, when any Orangemen walk-
ed in Montreal, and a band played, or
the Orangemen encouraged, the play-
ing of such tunes as "Kick the Pope,"
and " Croppies lie down," it was injur-
ions to the institution, to society, and
unbecoming, and he condemned such
conduct in the strongest terms. He
did not blame parties for being annoy.
ed at it. If they professed to be liberal-
Minded and Christians, why should
they wish any party kicked; and es-
pecially when a man was chosen to be
the head of a church, and believed to
be the right man to occupy that exalted
position, why should they wish him to
be kicked ? They sBhould not do so.
Let each party worship as they pleased,

and do as they pleased, as long as they
adhered to the rules and the laws of
the country. He would say, positively,
that, in a quiet way, he had used his
utmost exertions-and he still intended
to do so-to prevent any Orangemen,
with whom he had influence, going to
Montreal on the next 12th of July.
Why? Because no good could
come out of it. They did not want
people to go from Upper Canada or
other quarters to take away life in
Montreal, and they should also say that
they did not want rowdies from the
United States to come to Montreal and
take away life. He believed that the
only parties that would be benefitted
by theso proceedings would be the
railway companies and the Montreai
hotels. Either parties going there
would be so much the poorer for the
money expended. The Orangemen in
Montreal, and Protestantism, would
not be benefitted. What good could be
done by going to Montreal ? If the
Orangemen were allowed to walk
quietly and peaceably in that city on
the approaching 12th, ho was certain
they would not play any offensive
tunes; and the whole difficulty and all
the difficulties that stood in the way
would be overcome, and no party would
be hurt, molested or injured. It was
no harm for him to say that this was
the general feeling. The members of
the Orange Society were anxious to be
courteous to those who differed from
them in opinion. In Toronto, not long
since, the Orange procession stopped to
let some clergymen of the Church of
Rome pass; and why should they not
have men of talent, ability and
education, though differing from them
in opinion., It was not long since,
when the Orange Young Britons passed
the Cathedral in Ottawa, when high
mass was in progress in respect for the
memory of the head of the Roman
Catholie Church, they did not play
tunes or in any way disturb this meet-
ing. They threw down the olive
branch, and it should be taken up by
the intelligent and independent Roman
Catholics of Montreal. A word or two
from the gentleman who occupied the
high position of R. C. Bishop
of Montreal, and al would
have been quiet and peace.
It was an honour to him to have such

Crimes of Violence {MAr 6, 1878.]



2462 Crimes of Violence

an influence over his people. If the
Bishop of Montreal would say to his
people: " Let the Orangemen walk on
the 12th July," and if the City Council
would guarantee protection, and if the
True Witness would advocate it, ail the
difficulty would be overcome, this Bill
would never be enforced, and peace
and harmony and good will would pre-
vail. lie boped he had not said a word
that would make anyone feel aggrieved;
although for one word that he had used
he would suffer in some quarters from
excitable members of the Orange
Order, for he did not think that it was
a good thing to go to Montreal on the
12th, nor that this was necessary or
would be beneficial. Why should they
deny to anyone the right, if they
wished to walk in procession on that
day; or say to them: " You are the
minority, and we, the majority, will
crush you ?" This would work both
ways. In Upper Canada Protestants
could say that they would crush out
the parties who celebrated St. Patrick's
day; but it would not be right.
This would place them in an unfortu-
nate, uncomfortable ard unjust position.
He hoped that the majority of the peo-
ple of Montreal, and those who repre-
sented the Catholies would say: " Let
the Orangemen walk and enjoy them-
selves and do as they like, as long as
they did not play insulting and
uncalled-for tunes." H1e hoped and
trusted that if such an offer was made,
such tunes would not be played, and
that the Orangemen would not.do what
was not right, (r sustained by the laws
of the country, but what was right and
fair in accordance with rules of the
society. An hon. gentleman beside
him said they had a right to walk.
Certainly; but unless some assurance
was given by intelligent men on the
opposite side, that no objection would
be raised to the programme he
mentioned, they would go out, doubt.
less, prepared to shed blood. How
would this Bill stop it, or pre-
vent any man from putting a
pittol in bis pocket, and preparing -to
shoot down people or hinder armed
parties coming from the other side
to prevent this procession. It was
well known that there was a law pro-
hibiting the carrying of pistols ; but
it had not prevented these deaths or

MR. WHITE.

parties being shot down and sent into
the presence otGod without a minute's
preparation. Who was benefitted or
what society was advaned by these
proceedings ? Was the Church of
Rome or Protestantism? Not at ail.
Ail this was injurious and wrong, and
contrary to the harmony and the pros-
perity of the people of this country.
It would not be right for him to forget
that the Hon. Frank Smith and many
other prominent Roman Catholie gen-
tleman in Toronto had used their
utmost exertions to prevent inter-
ference with the procession in Mon.
treal on the last 12th of July. Ie
hoped that these gentlemen would stili
continue to act in as liberal-minded a
manner and use their good offices in
this regard ; and show that nothing
would make the country prosper more
than the guarantee of equal rights and
privileges to ail. Our Constitution
was as free as the air we breathed;
and why should not members of both
churches associate together and be
friendly one with another, supporting
and maintaining the churches and
societies of their choice. le believed
that the hon. meuber for Montreal
Centre had done lis duty on the last
12th, and ho thanked the hon. gentle-
man for doing so. Many gentlemen
of intelligence had also done their best
on that occasion to prevent a riot in
Montreal. There never was a time
when it was more necessary than now
for ail citizens to stand shoulder to
shoulder. They did not know how
soon the time would come when they
would be placed in an unfortunate and
uncomfortable position ; when the Em-
pire which protected, assisted and
stood by us, would be plunged into war
with one of the most powerful nations
in the world; and then it would be neces-
sary and right to give the Mother Coun-
try assistance, and not to jump at each
other's throats, and take each other's
lives. This was not right,and he would
join with any party or body of men and
use whatever little influence he had to
prevont any one,on the coming 12th, in
Montreal, from being insulted or in-

jured,and to prevent any outsiders goi g
there to celebrate the day. The lead-
ers on the opposite side should say :-
" These men have rights as well our-
selves." It possibly might be offensive
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for nen to carry Orange flags ; but it
was also offensive to carry the Iost.
But why quarrel with those who
hoisted the Host ? He had no right to
say that this should not be done. Then
the opposite side should say:-" If you
wish to carry a flag or emblem you
should have the same right and privi-
leges." If they did so faithfully and in
a spirit of charity,they would discharge
a duty. He was confident that the
hon. member for South Bruce would
give lis assistance in this matter; and
also the bon. the First Minister. In a
conversation that day, with the latter
hon. gentleman -- which was not pri-
vate-the First Minister bad said that
he would do anything he possibly
could in this relation. He trusted that
hon. gentlemen reprebenting the op-
posite side would express their willing-
ness to Orangemen celebrating the
12th in the way they believed they
should. If this was done, he was as-
sured that this difficulty would be over-
come and that this Bill would not be
required. He hoped that his remarks
would be received in the cordial spirit
in which they were made. Let each
party pursue the course their consci-
ence dictated,1 and let each allow the
other the same rights and privi-
lege; and not be offended at the right
either of the shamrock or the lily. Let
Roman Catholics worship as they
wished, and walk and carry the Host if
they desired to do so; and let Orange-
men do as they wished. Each party
should bear patiently with the other,
and the people would then be pros-
perous and happy. The hon. member
for Montreal Centre had said that day
that Montreal would be ruined if
these things continued, and its com-
merce would be injured. This spirit
would spread to other cities, towns and
districts; friend would be turned
against friend, neighbour against
neighbour, and Church against Church,
and where would all this end ? And
alter they had done, who would be
benefitted or advantaged ? He trusteci
that some conciliatory arrangement
would be made, and the difficulty
overcome for the sake of peace and
humanity.

MR. DEVLIN said he presumed it
Would not be unreasonable for him to

say a few words on this subject, after
the eloquent speech of the hon. mem-
ber for East Hastings. He fully
appreciated the kind sentiments to
which the bon. gentleman had given
expression. If the hon. gentleman
would only carry them a little further
in the right direction, and use his
powerful influence with the Order in
which he occupied a bigh position, and
point out the advantage of abstaining
from a procession in Montreal on the
next 12ti of July, he (Mr. Devlin) had
not the lcast doubt that the peace and
happiness and concordance, which he
was sure the hon. gentleman sincerely
wished, would be maintained. For
his own part, ho would be very glad,
indeed, if he could give any pledge or
promise, such as the hon, gentleman
desired to exact in this House, though
this was not the place to make such a
pledge or promise; but he was forced
to say from his knowledge of transpir-
ing events, that, in his judgment, if the
Orangemen persisted in celebrating
the 12th of July in Montroal by pro-
cession, it would be regarded as an act
of offence and insult, and ho very
much feared that it would be the
cause of bloodshed, and riot, and of
disorder, which every good man in the
Dominion would, no doubt, regret.
He would only remark, for the infor-
mation of the flouse, though he suppos-
ed it unnecessary, that until last year
there never was within bis recollection
an attempt made to have an Orange
procession in the streets of Montreal ;
and perhaps it would not be amiss for
him to say that in the Province of
Quebec, the entire English-speaking
population, Catholie and Protestant,
did not exceed 150,000. It was essen-
tially a Catholic Province, and no at-
tempt was ever made until last year, in
bis recollection, to have a procession
that m ould give offence to the people
of Montreal. It was useless, however,
to discuss the question here, and he
only hoped that the gentlemen on the
opposite side of the House-and there
were very many of them who belong
to the Orange Order and who occupied
very high offices in it-would.use all the
influence they exercised with their fol-
lowers so as to secure the public peace
and prevent Montreal being made a
scene of riot and bloodshed on the 12th
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of July next. Whatever could be done
to avert that misfortune, he had, no
doubt, would bo done by those who re-
sided in that city, and desired only its
welfare and the maintenance of the
public peace. There was a strongfeel-
ing in the Protestant as well as the
Catholie mind of Montreal, in favour of
maintaining the public peace at any
cost; as he trusted it would be main-
tained.

MB. ROCHESTER said that as this
subject of the 12th of July had been
brought up, and remarks had been
made on it from both sides of the House,
he desired to say something on the
matter. It seemed that his hon. friend
the member for Montreal Cegtre (Mr.
Devlin), would ignore the right of one
portion of the population of the Pro-
vince of Quebec. He was in favour of
equal rights to all parties and classes,
no matter who they were and what
they were. On the night of the 11th
of July last, he (Mr. Rochester) had
taken a great deal of trouble in
Montreal to try and prevent a
walk and a disturbance. He was
sent for that evening, and went
and met the Orangemen; and, ho be-
lieved, that it was his influence that
night which prevented the walk in
Montreal on the last 12th of July. He
worked hard till twelve o'clock at
night to prevent it. Not that ho did
not consider that the Orangemen had
as much right to walk in the city o
Montreal as the Ribbandmen had to
walk in the city of Toronto.

MR. DEVLIN: When did the Rib-
bonmen walk in Toronto?

Ma. ROCHESTER said equal rights
and privileges should be granted to all
parties. That was all that was asked
and required.

Ma. DEVLIN: I have asked a ques-
tion ? The hon. gentleman had stated
that Ribbonmen had walked
in Toronto. He (Mr. Devlin) aske<
when ?

Ma. ROCHESTER said if it suited
him he would answer it; and if it did
not suit him; he.would not. The hon.
member for East Hastings was correct
when he said that it was against the
rules of the Orangemen of this country
to give offence. Nor did they wish to

Ma. DEVLIN.

give offence to any person. But in ail
classes of the community there were
certain parties who would get the
worse for liquor, and one man in that
state would make a great deal of dis.
turbance. This was a very hard thing
to guard against. He thought the
Orangemen should not play any of the
party tunes which were distasteful to
their Roman Catholic friends. He had
said this to loçIges, and at gatherings
on the 12th of July, and he said so here,
and he was an Orangeman of over 30
years' standing, though ho was an
Englishman. His hon. friend from
Montreal Centre had asked him a ques-
tion about Ribbandmen walking. The
hon. gentlemen must think that a cer-
tain portion of this community were
very - he would not make the
remark, when he knew that ]Ribbon-
men did walk under the guise of a
religious society.

Several HoN. MEMBERS: Oh.

Ma. DEYLIN: Have you any
authority for making a statement of
that kind in the House of Commons.
I could understand it if made on a
platform or in the lodge-room.

MR. ROCHESTER: I have all the
authority you want, but it is not neces-
sary. It is well enough known with-
out my saying anything about it. He
said that if their Roman Catholic
friends would join with the Protestant
community in trying to put down any
ill-feeling, and keep it down, no man
in the Dominion of Canada would go
further to that end than lie would.
His hon. friend from Montreal did not
appear to think that the Protestant
community in the Province of Quebec
should be allowed to walk in Montreal
because they were not Roma nCatho lics.
He thought that was a very narrow
and contracted view for the hon. mem-
ber to take. The Queen's highwaY
should be open to every man, woman
and child, no matter to what denommf-
ation they belonged. Whatever he
could do to promote harmony he would
be glad to do.

Ma. BLAKE expressed a hope that
the discussion would not bo much fur-
ther protracted. While ho oould not
feel any sense of gratification in the
House of Commons being called uponl
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to consider such a measure as this,
though it was only a temporary mea-
sure, it did afford him such gratifica-
tion as was possible, to find that hon.
gentlemen on both sides of the question
had concurred in the necessity for the
enactment of this law. That was the
best evidence: first that they were not
proceeding without a due and serious
cause; and, secondly, that it could not
be conceived by either to be directed
against the other party, but was in the
interest of peace and order against the
violent, the disorderly and the lawless
of both parties. This, notably, of all
laws, could be operated only by receiv-
ing an overwholming sanction from the
locality in which it might be put in
force. It was upon the united, earnest,
active co-operation of the orderly law-
abiding citizens of Montreal of each
class of religion, that they must rely,
unless this measure was to be on the
Statute-book without being useful.

Ma. BUNSTER said that was a
serious matter for British Columbia,
and he asked the. hon member for
South Bruce to except British Colum-
bia from the provisions of the Act, in-
asmuch as a few white people could
not protect themselves against 160,000
Indians if the use of fire-arms was pro-
bibited.

MR. DEVLIN said the Bill would
not affect British Columbia at present.

MR. BUNSTER said they had no
difficulty between Irish Catholics, or
Irish Protestants. Party tunes were
offensive, but he was satisfied the
shamrock was not offensive to any
Irish Protestant, even if he was an
Orangeman. He did not think that it
was desirable that Orangeism should
spread. There was not the necessity
for protection to life and property
which existed when Orangeism was
first established in Ireland. Irish
Protestants and Catholies should blond
together to celebrate their national
day. le looked upon the Catholie
priests of the Dominion of Canada as
to intelligent to encourage their flock
to bloodshed. He though their duty
was to advise their flock to keep quiet.

MR. DEVLIN: I think they know
their duty without being instructed by
the hon. gentleman.
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MR. BUNSTER said they had done
a great deal of good among the In-
dians. He did not look upon the
Orange day as a national day, but he
looked upon St. Patrick's day in that
light. He again requested that British
Columbia might be exempted from the
operations of the Act.

MR. BLAKE: The Bill is intended
only to put down large bodies of riot-
ous and lawless persons. It is the
unanimous opinion of the House that
there is but one person in British
Columbia whom it is expedient to put
down, therefore the Bill will not be ap-
plicable.

Amendments read the second time
and aqreed to.

Mi. MACKENZIE moved the third
reading of the Bill.

MR. WHITE (East Hastings) said
the hon. member for Montreal Centre
(Mr. Devlin) had appeared to him to
use his influence to prevent a proces-
sion taking place in Montreal on the
12th July. That ho could not do. The
only thing he could do was to advise
that the Orangemen of Montreal should
walk there, and that others should not
visit them. The hon. gentleman bad
said that if they did walk there would
be bloodshed. IHow, then, could ho
(Mr. White) ask the people in Upper
Canada not go to Montreal. They
would say they ought to go there to
assist their friends. If the Orangemen
of Montreal obtained their right he
would use his influence to. prevent
anyone else from going there. He
thougbt charity should enter into the
hearts of the people of M:ntreal, when
there were so many thousands of a
majority, they ought, surely, to allow
a few hundreds to exercise their right.
It was his own countrymen who caused
this difficulty. He was sure that the
French Canadian Roman Catholics
would allow the Orangemen of Mon-
treal to walk. Why should not they
be allowed to walk in peace ? He
would say to his triends: " Don't go to
Montreal prepared to injure your
neighbours by taking the lives of your
wife's brothers or théir sons." He
hoped that this great difficulty which
was anticipated would be overcome,
and that the Orangemen of Montreal

Crimes of Violence ([MA ', 1878 ]
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would be allowed to walk in peace.
Bt ho could not use any more influ-
ence than ho had. He could not
prevent a greaf number from going
there, but ho should advise them to
keep within the laws of the country ;
to give no offence and to be slow to
take it. le was sorry that the hon.
mnember (Mr. Devlin) could not have
made a statement that this matter
would be satisfactorily settled in this
way. fie thanked the hon. member
for South Bruce (Mr. Blake) for his
épeech on the introduction of this Bill,
and ho hoped the Government would
see that this measure was strictly car-
ried out on both sides. le believed
that the Orange Young Britons of the
city of Montreal had appeared in pub-
lie oftener than they should have ap-
peared. He hoped, if that wcre so,
that the Government would keep them
within bounds. Under present cir-
camstances hundreds of~ thousands
would spend money in going to Mon-
treal, which thoir families required,
simply because a great interest was to
be sustained, and they would stand by
others and not allow them to be
crushed out. He hoped there was
nothing in the character of Ribbonism
in this country. He did not say there
was, and ho did not know there was.
The conduct of the Roman Catholics of
the county of Hastings was a credit to
themselves. There were three Roman
Catholic parishes there which advo-
cated common schools, and celebrated
St. Patrick's day as honourable, decent
and sober men. From 10,000 to 15,000
mon walked in the city of Belleville
on that day, and at six o'clock in the
afternoon strangers would not know
tnere was anybody there. In that
county both Orangemen and Catholics
walked in peace, and why could they
not in Montreal? If the people of Mon-
treal did not seriously consider this
ma.tter he was afraid a difficulty would
arise which would call for Government
interference.

Ma ROCHESTER said that as to
his remark in regard to Ribbonism, ho
should have said that it was reported
that Ribbon lodges walked under the
guise of charitable associations-not,
however, that ho knew anything
about it.

MR. WmTE.

Ma. DEVLIN said he thought it was
very much to be regretted that the
hon. gentleman should state, a
ho had, that the Catholics bere
had an organization known as the
Ribbon organization, and that they
walked under the one or tho
other guise. A discussion of this ques.
tion in the House could produce no
useful result, and when ho made the
statement he had made, with reference
to a procession in Montreal, on the
12th of July next, ho merely stated a
fact known to everyone in Montreal,
and to most people in the Dominion.
The Protestant Bishop of Montreal, and
30 or 40 Protestant clergymen bad pre.
sented a request to the Orangemen of
Montreal, to induce them to abandon
their procession in the interest of peace
and charity. They had refued that
request. They had stated that they
would walk, nctwithstanding the re-
quest of their bishop and clergymen;
and his (Mr. Devlin's) opinion was
that if they did walk the result would
be most disastrous for Montreal, and
for the Dominion. Therefore, it was
for the gentlemen who stood high in
the Orange order, to use their influ-
ence to prevent such a result.

Ma. ROCHESTER: Why do not you
do the same on your side ?

MR. DEVLIN: We have.

Bill read the third time and passed.

BUPPLY.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

flouse again resolved itself into Com
mittee of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

CHARGES OF MANAGEMENT.

208 For additional amount required
for Seigniorial Teaure Com- 0 00misson.........................$150

PENITEN TIARIES.

209 {Kingston-Staff, salaries...
Clothing................
Capital Account, new

machinery .........

35 00

415 00

[COMMOKS.] Supply.
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(St. Vincent de Paul-Staff,
Gratuities to retiring Offi-
cers ........ .........
Convicts' maintenance ...

vo Repairs to buildings ......
Capital A ccount, to com-

plete Tramway..........
Farm and Stables, to re-

place loss by fire ........
St. John--Staf, salaries........

Convicts' maintenance.....
1 Maintenance of machinery

Material for manufacture
(Manitoba-Convicts' mainten-

ance..............
Farm....... ........
Maintenance of buildings
Capital Account: Fur-
nishings for thenew build-

ing, lumber, machinery
and surgical instruments

[MAY 6, 1878.]

1,100
2,035

200

780

6,200
360

5,630
300
600

2,700
827
357

1,952 42

LEGISLATION.

213 louse of Commons-Amount
required for the publication
of the Debates............. 10,000 00

ARTS, AGRICULTURAL AND STATISTICS.

214 Criminal Statisties-Balance of
Appropriation of 1876-77 un-
expended on 30th September,
1877, and carried forward by
Special Warrant (Revote)...... 4,558 75

215 Sydney Exhibition-Balance of
Appropriation of 1876-77 un-
expended on 30th September,
1877, and carried forward by
Special Warrant (Revote)...... 6,959 81

216 Paris Exhibition-A mount re-
quired fo complete the servi-
ces for the year.,................... 50,000 00

IMMIGRATION AND QUARA$TINE.

217 Mennonite Loan-Balance of
1876-77 (Revote) . ........... 7,600 00

MR. PLUMB objected to the system
of bringing down large Supplementary
Estimates, which was calculated to
mislead the House.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: Our rule is
that everything spent af ter the lst of
JuIy in that way is charged to the
present year. Last year is closed. You
have the Public Accounts, and I can-
flot meddle with them. This must go
to the expenditure of the current year.
The law doos not allow us to charge to
the past year, but only to prolong the
period during which the money can be
spent, and it must be charged within
the year in which it spent.

MR. PLUMB: Is the whole of this
to be charged to the expenditure of
the current year?

15ai
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Ma. CAIRTWRIGHT: And tho
$188,000 marked as unprovided items
was spent last year, and charged in
last year's accounts.

Ma. PLUMB: Then the amount to
be added to the expenditure of the cur-
rent year is $659,320.49.

MR. CARTWRIGHT; Yes; it ap-
pears to be spent; a very large amount
always lapses. Last year, for principal
and interest, a considerable sum over
three millions lapsed; of course, a
large proportion of these two mil-
lions was on account of capital
rates; but a sum fully equivalent
to $600,000 or $700,000 and much
more will lapse out of the appropria-
tions for the year 1877; and this thing
is always occurring. I have traced it
all through from 1876, and it was one
of several reasons which induced me to
lay last year before the House the
proposition to which this House, but
the other did not concur in altering the
poriod of our financial year. I find it
quite impossible in the case of Public
Works and Militia, and also pretty
largely in the case of railroads, to pre-
vent these things lapsing over and
and over; and, undoubtedly, whatever
other effect it may have, this is a little
apt to confuse members in tracing the
expenditure of the current year; but
as long as we retain the lst of July,
a good deal of that is inevitable.

MR. PLUMB: Then to the expendi-
turc of 23 million odd for 1877-8, we
are to add $659,324?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: Yes; as esti-
mates. It is only fair to note that
almost certainly a very considerable
amount of this will lapse. Probably
a sum very nearly equal to the sum
here voted. The accounts show that
this is alnost sure to happen, and it is
normal.

Ma. PLUMB said that this system
of bringing down Supplementary
Estimates was excessively mislead-
ing.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that ever
since we had got into public works to
any extent, and into the management
of railways, these Estimates had been
very heavy indeed. In 1873, the first
and last of these Estimates had
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amounted to 1½ millions, part, of
course, going to capital, and part to
other accounts, and so on during
almost all the other years. He did
not like it more than the hon. gentle-
man, but it was practically impossible
to avoid it. The vote here for the St.
John's fire and the Prince Edward
Island Railway could not have been
predicted, and the vote for the Halifax
Commission would probably be refund-
ed in one way or other.

MR. TUPPER: What do you mean
by refunded in one way or other?

MR. CARTWRIIGHT: The British
Government made an agreement, as
the hon. gentleman is aware, to pay a
large proportion of it. No doubt this
practice is to be deprecated as much as
possible.

Mi. PLUMB said that in the Im-
perial louse of Commons this practice
of bringing down Supplementary Esti-
mates was very strongly condemned.
The system was misleading, and
important votes were now brought
down which, at this late period of the
Session,the iHlouse was notin a humour
to discuss properly and intelligently.
The practice was highly. objectionable
in all respects; and the hon. gentle-
man had added largely to these Esti-
mates. The practice had grown.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: That is not
correct. In 1872 the Supplementary
Estimates altogether amounted to
$1,823,341-one for $1,134,350 and
the other for $688,999. These do not
appear to have ineluded unprovided
items.

MR. PLUMB said he could not sec
any necessity for bringing down many
of these votes in this manner. The
head of a Reform Administration
should have changed this objectionable
system.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said he agreed,
to some extent, with the hon, gentle-
man. The practice was unobjectionable,
and he attempted to change it last
year, but the Senate, acting, he be-
lieved, under a misapprehension, had
neglected the Bill.

MR. LANGEVIN said that when
the new system was introduced of al-
lowing the Government by Order-in-

ME. CARTWRIGHT

Council to carry over votes for the
previous year which were not ex.
pended and were required to meet the
engagements of the different debts for
three months, July, August and Sep.
tember, it was intended that the ex.
penditure of the Governmenr should
be kept within and voted within that
time; but he found that such an Order-
in-Council had been passed on the 17th
October. This was really in his
opinion not in accordance with the
law. If they had the votes carried
over between July and October, and
added them to the $688,000,they would
see how matters stood.

MR. CARTWRIGIIT. The hon.
gentleman will find, on page
346 the sums total carried over
under that Act, a great proportion of
which is carried over here, or asked
for, is part of those votes. It was not
spent before lst of October. A
great porportion less the capital
account on simply repetitions of the
unexpended balances carried forward;
and not spent within the three months,
though this was expected. We must
allow the Militia vote, and that for
a considerable number of public works
and buildings in the category.

IL being six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

Ma. LANGEVIN said that although
the law allowed the Government by
Orders in Council to carry over appro-
priations of the previous year, to the
first of October of the current year, it
was intended that on the first of OctO-
ber, the expenditure for the year end-
ing on the lst July, should cease. 11e
saw by this Supplementary Estimate
that a number of revotes were asked,
which were evidently beyond the votes
carried over.

Mn. CARTWRIGIIT: In thegreater
number of cases they are parts of thema.

MR. LANGEVIN said it was evident
that a portion of the sums carried over
for the three months, had not ben
paid during those three months, and
the hon. gentleman now wished to get

Supply.[COMMONS-J
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autbority to pay further sums. It was
important that the department should
be kept within the -appropriation and
within the time fixed by law, other-
wise the House- could never know
where it stood. The expenditure was
said in one year to amount to so much,
and then by revotes, and amounts car-
ried over,and SupplementaryEstimates,
the amount was largely increased.
It was that some of the items in the
Supplementary Estimates could not be
foreseen, but a large number of them
onght to have been foreseen with more
accuracy.

Sim JOHN A. MACDONALD said
this was a more serious question than
the hon. gentleman opposite seemed to
think. For all these re votes there
were supposed to be special warrants.
There had been a decided breach of
the law, and the Government had
spent large sums of money unconsti-
tutionally and against the express
terms of the law. In the first plaDe,
with respect to these lapsed balances,
before the Act was passed in 1876
allowing an extension of three months,
if any balance remained unexpended,
it was absolutely gone.

MR. CARTWRIGHT : No; that was
not the practice of the hon. gentle-
man.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
ar not talkin'g about the practice, but
the law.

Mit. CARTWRIGHT: IL was dis-
regarded.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the 38th section of the 31st Vic. chap.
45, was as follows:-

" The said Public Accounts shall include
the period- from the 30th of June in
one year to the 30th of June in the next
year, which period shall constitute the
financial year; ail Estimates submitted to
Parliament shall be for the services coming
in the Course of payment during the finan-
cial year; and all balances of appropriation
which remain unexpended at Le end of the
finiancial year shall lapse and be written off."
That was the Statute, which was obli-
gatory On the late Government, obli-
gatory on the present Government,
and until repealed obligatory on all
Governments; and whether the
present, or the late, or any other

Government,disregarded the Statute, it
was equally a breach of the law. On
the 30th of June in any year, any bal-
ance of appropriation 1 oted by Parlia-
ment absolutely lapsed as if it had
never been made; and any expendi-
ture of any such lapsed balances was
illegal and in the teeth of the Statute,
and was an expenditure for which the
Government required to get a special
Act of indemnity. The Act of 1876
provided that upon cause being
shown to the satisfaction of
the Governor in Council, he might
by Order-in-Council extend the time
for finally closing the appropria-
tion for the poriod of three months,
and that after the expiration of
such time, and not before, the balance
should lapse and he written off. If the
30th of June passed, the balance
lapsed. They could not revive
by any Order-in-Council, the right to
expend a balance which had once been
lapsed; so that, if the Government
could not expend the whole of the
money within the financial year, they
must, before it was lapsed, extend the
time by Order-in-Council until the 1st
October. If that were not done, they
must wait until Parliament met. Hie
found by the return of the 15th of
April that the Government were not
acting in ignorance of the facts, but
were sinning against their own know-
ledge of the law. He found that on
the recommendation of the Minister of
Public Works, respecting the Intercol-
onial Railway, the balance was ex-
tended by Order in Council of the 9th
June, 1877. That was all right. Ie
found that afterwards, on the recom-
mendation of the Minister of Militia,
a balance was extended by Order-in-
Council of the 25th of June-that was
within the time-as was alse an
amount required for the St. Vincent de
Paul Penitentiary which was extend-
ed on the same date. Then they found
a series of Orders-in-Council all of
which were illegal and inconstitutional.
By an Order-in-Council of the 12th
of July - 12 days too late -
amounts were extended for the St.
Peter's Canal,for the Examining Ware-
house in Toronto, for the Custom
flouse, Guelph, for the Military School
Kingston, and for the Harbour of
Shippegan. Al these sums had been
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spent illegally, because they were
lapsed before the Order-in-Council was
passed. So lie found an amount for
the grasshopper relief in Manitoba, ex-
tended on the 6th of August. A sup-
tlementary vote for the expenses of
the New South Wales Exhibition, and
one for the preparation of Criminal
Statistics, and one for the unexpended
balance for census purposes. Atl ex-
pended on the same date. Ail these
were illegal and unauthorized by law.
And not only that, the chief amount
had been expended not only after the
30th of June butafter the three months
beyond that had expired. The utmost
extent to which it could be carried on
was to the lst of October, and y et they
found that on the 19th of October,there
was an Order-in-Council authorizing
the expenditure of large sums of
money. This was a double irregular-
ity. The Government were aware
that they had broken the law and were
personally chargeable for the expendi-
ture of this money, and then they
passed Orders-in-Council for special
warrants. Take one instance in which
the Government were authorized to
spend $236,587 chargeable to capital,
and $34,718 chargeable to income.
Here was the report:

" On a nienorandum dated the 15th
October, 1877, from the hon. the Minister of
Finance, stating that having had under con-
sideration the reports of the Ministers of
Public Works, Militia and Agriculture,
respecting certain balances of appropriations
of 1876 77 which have lapsed, and it appear-
ing that the continued expenditure for these
services, which are not otherwise provided
for, is necessary, he concurs in the recom-
mendations that these appropriations be
provided for by the Governor Generals's
warrant in accordance with the provisions of
the Act 31 Vie., chap. 5, sec. 35.

There was no necessity for special
warrants if the votes had not lapsed.
The only thing to do was, before the
30th of June, to extend the time. But
no, they had neglected to do so, they
tried how they could get round the law,
and so they had recourse to a special
warrant.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: They could
not extend the vote beyond the 1st Oc-
tober in any case, and that was dated
subsequently.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Theycannot revive a dead vote; they can
only extend a vote when it is alive.

Mi. CARTWRIGHT : Of course.
Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: The

time had gone and the Government
had no power to extend it. Then
what were the cases in which the Gov-
ernment could issue special warrants.

" If, when Parliament is not in Session,
any accident happens to any public work or
building which requires an immediate ontlay
for the repair thereof, or any other occasion
arises when any expenditure, not foreseen or
provided for by Parliainent, is urgently and
immediately required for the public good,
then, upon the report of the Minister of
Finance that there is no Parliamentary pro-
vision, and of the Minister having charge of
the particular service in question that the
necessity is urgent, the Goveror-in-Council
may order a special warrant to be prepared,"
etc.

In the Order-in-Council there was no
suggestion that this was unforeseen, or
that it was not provided for. No Min-
ister could candidly, or honestly, say
that these expenditures were not fore.
seen, because they had been especially
provided for by Parliament.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: There was no
Parliamentary provision. It had
ceased.

Sin JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the whole meaning of the clause re-
ferred to an unforeseen emergency, like
that in St. John, where the lire swept
away the public buildings, or the case
of an inundation by which the canal
locks wore swept away, so that the
Minister could honestly state that there
was an urgent and immediate neces-
sity for the expenditure. But this was
an attempt to set aside the authority
and control of Parliament, because the
moncy had run out. Suppose that,
instead of any one of these votes being
lapsed, the whole of the money had
been expended, and some of the work
had been unfinished, would any hon.
gentleman, or any constitutional law-
yer contend that, because the estimate
voted by Parliament was insufficient,
the Government could issue a special
warrant to finish those works. That
was not the principle upon which such
votes were made. It would make par-
liamentary control a faree, and worse
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than a farce. The hon. the Premier,
when in Opposition, had taken the
ground that, in the time of the late
Governiment, there was not a sufficient
parlianentary control. The statement
was rung through the country, that
they had exceeded their authority, and
expended money for whieh they had
not the authority of Parliament;
and it was alleged that the new Gov-
erument were going to bring Parlia-
mentary expenditure completely
within the control of Parliament. It
was important that that control should
be exercised before the money was
expended. The object of these
statutes was to have a preventative
effect. The whole benefit of these
.Acts was lost, if the Government
could do what they pleased in the way
of expenditure, trusting to the subse-
quent vote of a majority. It was to
prevent the Government becoming
despotic, because they had a majority
behind them, that theso statutes were
passed. So much was that the fact,
that, as they all knew in a similar
case, the British Parliament was not
satisfied, the Chancellor of the Ex-
checquer was not satisfied, the British
Parliament would not allow him to be
satisfied by a subsequent insertion in
the Estimates of the next year of the
unauthorized expenditure of the Gov-
ernment. lu such cases there was an
Act of indemnity introduced, such as
was introduced by the late Govern-
ment, of which lie had been a member,
to cover the expenditure whieh they
were obliged to make between the lst
July, 1867, and the first Session of the
first Parliament of the Dominion of
Canada. This matter was of the very
greatest importance, becquse it bad
lot been done in ignorance. The
Government saw that they bad by
error, or by omission, or perhaps by
the neglect of a subordinate officer,
omitted to carry on these lapsed bal-
ances; but there was no justification
for the course they had taken. This
was a very serious matter, and de-
served to be brought before this
Committee, and before the House, in
order that any Government, whether
present or future, should be prevented
from acting in this way. If the late
Government had, on any occasion, set
a bad example, hon. gentlemen were

bound to cure it. They ought not to
set a bad example to their successors,
whoever they might be, in following
what they termed the evil paths ofthe
corrupt, effete Government which
preceded them.

MR. CARTWRIGHT, while admit-
ting generally the correctness of the
prînciple contended for by the hon.
gentleman, pointed out that there were
cases of emergency in which all Gov-
ernments must depart from the rule
laid down in the statute. The evil
complained of would be largely ameli-
orated if the change in the period of
the fiscal year which he had recom-
mended had been made.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he could hardly add anything after the
admission of the Finance Minister. fie
might say, though, that there could
certainly be no urgency for such works
as the tower to the Western Block.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: We did not
spend the money there. We only in-
tended to do so.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. gentleman had the intention
to do the act, but not the audacity.

Mn. CARTWRIGHT: Oh, well,they
say good intentions pave the road to
one place; perhaps bad intentions pave
the road to another.

Vote agreed to.

MILITIA.

218. Ammnnition - Balance of
Appropriation of 1876-77un-
expended on30thSeptember,
1877, and carried forward
by Special Warrant (Re-
vote) .................... $23,854 99

219. Clothing-Balance of Appro-
priation of 1876-77 unex-
pended on 30th September,
1877, and carried forward
by Special Warrant (Re-
vote) .................... 10,078 12

220. Military Stores-Balance of
Appropriation of 1876-77
unexpended on 30th Sep-
tember, 1877, and carried
forward by Special War-
rant (Revote)............ 25,642 21

221. Drill Sheds and Rifle Ranges
-Balance of Appropriation
of 1876-77 unexpended on
30th September, 1877, and
carried lorward by Special
Warrant (Revote) ........ 2,771 54
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222. Ordnance and Equipment of
Garrison Artillery - Bal-
ance of Appropriation of
1876-77 uuexpended on 30th
Septeniber, 1877, and car-
ried forward by Special
Warrant (Revote) ........ 9,626 48

Mu. BUNSTER urged that a shed
should be erected at Nanaimo for the
use of the volunteers there. He com-
plained that the Palliser gun sent to
Esquimalt was to be placed at Quebec.

Ma. JONES (Halifax) said the gun
was not cast yet, but when it arrived
the Government would decide as to its
destination.

Mu. MAcKAY said ho would draw
the attention of the Government to the
fact that Sydney Harbour, which was
frequented by a large number of vos-
sels, was perfectly defenceless;
there were also the mines,
which required protection. lie
felt it his duty to call the attention
of the hon. the Minister of Militia seri-
ously to the fact, that there was so
much valuable property in and about
the port of Sydney. Hundreds, and ho
might say thousands, of vessels went
there annually and they were entirely
open to having a raid made upon them
by vessels which, under ordinary cir-
cumstances, if there were only some
means of defence, might be wholly pre-
vented.

MR. JONES (Halifax) said the
Government had fully recognised the
importance of making preparations for
the defence of so important a place as
Port Sydney; but, of course, at present,
as the hon. gentleman was aware no
preparations on any very great scale
or expenditure on any great scale had
been made in reference to any part of
the coast. However, they had in view
what had been going on, and the De-
partment had been bestowing attention
on this subject. They had already
given orders to organizo a battery of
artillery at Sydney, and were about
despatching three or four guns for the
battery for the defence of the harbour
in case of necessity.

Vote agreed to.
Ma. CARTWRIGHT.

223

'Mounted Police, N. W. T.
required to pay for sup-
plies furnished in previ-
ous years........... $10,772 7s

Amounts required to cover
expenditure incurred for
buildings in 1875.6.... 8,110 43

Ainount required for build-
ings, 1877-78 ......... 10,000 00

$28,883 21

In answer to Mi. LANGEVIN,

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that the
first item $10,772.78 was wholly com-
posed, he was informed, of a varietyof
supplies furnished at different times
and places by the Hudson Bay Com-
pany to portions of the force while
marching about in that region. Until
very recently they could not get in
accounts together, much less check
them. There were ho supposed $2,000
or $3,000 in each year or thereabouts
some of it dated back as far as
1874 and 1875 certainly. The re-
mainder was incurred during 1876-7.
In travelling over that country it was
an object to carry as little supplies as
possible, and the force had had to
indent, from time to time, on the Hud-
son Bay stores, which were always
tolerably well supplied. The others
were sums expended on buildings at
Fort McLeod, which was being recon-
structed at Wood Mountain, at Milk
River Post, at one or two other posts
in that vicinity, and at Fort Saskatche-
wan and other places. Originally
these posts, though reasonably well
built, as far as the walls went, were
roofed with mud, and since they had
sent portable mills to these points,
they had replaced the roofing in vogue
with boards and shingles as fast as the
troopers could manufacture them.
These four or five posts were where this
expenditure had chiefly taken place.
The task of providing suitable build-
ings for so large a body of men with
horses,at four or five distant posts, was
rather an enterprise. Al the work
that was possible was dono by the men
themselves.

MR. LANGEVIN: Could not the
accounts forthese $10,772 been in before
1878 ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: They were
applied for, but only sent in within a
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few weeks, at the outside four or five
months.

MR. LANGEVIN: I am afraid that
this is due to the bad management of
the force. It was very bad at the
time. We could not obtain the
accounts, and for two years we voted
large sums without proper information.
We complained of it frequently, and
the result is, we find that the accounts
are left behind, and now $10,772 is to
be paid. Row much more is to
come ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT : am informed
that this closes the matter. This force
commenced its career under very diffi-
cuit circumstances indeed. They
were sent 1,000 miles from their
base of supply, Winnipeg, and
back, in ail 2,000 miles, as nearly
as I recollect. We did not
then know the country as well as now;
and there was undoubtedly an immense
expenditure of horse flesh and a very
considerable expenditure of stores and
supplies, quite above the ordinary rate.
It was not until well in 1876, that we
could pretend to get the accounts into
anything like regular order, or place
the men at regular quarters.

MR. LANGEVIN: The force is
nost costly.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: It is.

MR. LANGEVIN: It is the most
costly service in the world per man.

Mu. CARTWRIGHT: The United
States force is much more expensive.

MR. L-ANGEVIN said the expendi-
turc would be found extremely large if
ail the items were added together.
The horse feed cost a very great deal,
as would be found if the total was
divided by the number of horses.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: I have done
it often enough.

MR. LANGEVIN: It is enormous.
MR. CARTWRIGHT: It is very

heavy.
MR. LANGEVIN said that the ex-

penditure should be reduced in the
future. It could be done, and still keep
the force efficient.

An HION. MEMBER: Who are the
furnishers ?

MR. LANGEVIN: They are num-
erous. I have no doubt that, after the
examination which was made before
the Public Accounts Committee, hon.
gentlemen opposite will see that the
contract system there has to be looked
after and remedied with proper care.
Undoubtedly, better articles may be
furnished and at a lower rate. We
should have had this vote of $8,110 for
buildings in 1875-6. The hon. gentle-
man sbould have known that shelter
was required. We should not be asked
after three years have elapsed to vote
money already expended. Has this
item been expended ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: I imagine not
from the statement here.

MR. LANGEVIN: Where is it re-
quired.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: At the several
points I have enumerated.

MR. LANGEVIN: For present shel-
ter ?

Mu. CARTWRIGIT: Partly for en-
larging considerably these several
posts, and partly for putting these
buildings in botter order. It is neces-
sary to shingle and board them. We
have had to surround them in many
places with picket fences and provide
something in the nature of magazines
and officers' quarters.

MR. POPE (Compton) said that the
ordinary estimates showed a reduction
in connection with this force of $300,
and bere was an additional expenditure
of nearly $29,000.

Mu. CARTWRIGIIT said that the
average expenditure was about $1,000
per man and horse, and the total about
$350,000 per annum. In the present
state of the .ountry he did not consider
any material reduction possible ; but
these expenditures were decreasing,
and he hoped that they would decrease
very considerably; but under no cir-
cumstances, owing to the high rate
they must pay for good men, could the
expenditure bo reduced much below
$700 or $800 per man and horbe, in-
cluding ail contingent expenses. This
might be taken as about the fair nom-
inal expenditure. The bulk of this
extra expenditure was for buildings.
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Mn. KIRKPATRICK: The hon.
gentleman said the other day that the
cost of this police force arose in a great
measure from the cost of transporting
supplies, and he noticed in particular
the article of oats.

MB. CARTWRIGHT: Yes.
MR. KIRKPATRICK said he held

in bis hand a letter from Battleford, in
which complaitit was made that all
these transactions for oats were made
at Winnipeg, and consequently the
cost of transporting them to outlying
districts was great.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: Quite a mis-
take.

Mi. KIRKPATRICK said this letter
informed him that oats from Winnipeg
up there cost from $2.60 to $3, of
whieh 82 38 was freight, at the rate of
7c. a pound, while the same quality of
oats could be got in Battleford for $ 1.50.
Oats, as far as possible, should be
purchased at these parts, and thus
cultivation should be encouraged.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that they
had very few troopers at Battleford.
The great bulk of feed was required
at Fort Walsh and Fort McLeod,
which could not be supplied from Bat-
tleford. The cost of oats was, how-
ever, reduced to $150. At Battleford
the total expenditure for this purpose
would be small; of course, these offi-
cers had instructions to get all the
oats possible at these posts, but no
small quantity was required, and up to
the present very little had been raised
in these places.

Vote agreed to.

PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
CHARGEABLE TO INCOME.

224. Beaver Rock, B.C.-Unexpended
Balance of 1876-7, carried for
ward by special warrant, re-
vote ........ ...... ........ ........... $9,800 00

(Guelph Custom House-unex-
I pended Balance of 1876-7, car-
ried forward by special war-
rant, revote................ .......... 6,328 26

225 J Toronto Post Office-To pay
amount of Official Arbitrators'
Award to Contractors, etc.,
partly paid out of I Unforeseen
Expenses, vide Parliame ltary

[Paper ..... ........... ........ 20,000 00

Ma. LANGEVIN: Is this the last
payment ?

MB. CARTWRIGHT.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Yes; it is really
already paid. We have taken $151
for architect's commissions and some
small things.

Vote agreed to,

226.

Quebec andLévis For-
tifications, Repairs-
Expenditure required
for this service....... $7,200 o
Montreal Examiniag
Warehouse-Estimat-
ed cost for completion
of building ...... ....... $10,000 00
MontrealPost Office-
Amount required for
completion of build-
ing ............... 16,03707

-- 33,23707

Ma. MACKENZIE said the last year
$20,000 was in the Estimates for or-
dinary expenditure for repairs on for-
tifications. Up to lst January, 1878,
they had expended $17,191, and $2,809
was still available. The Chief Archi-
tect estimated expenditure, now
very desirable, at $10,000, and
the above balance with this vote made
up the amount. He did not propose,
however, to expend much of this vote;
though some of it should be spent dur-
ing the coming two months before the
next financial year began. They had
only $60,000 for all the fortresses.

Ma. LANGEVIN: I approve of it.

MR. MACKENZIE said that the gun
traverses for fort No. 1 must be at-
tended to. He hoped they would not
need to arm the force; but, if pôssible,
fort No. 1, which commanded the chan-
nel, must be armed. These traverses
should be built at once.

MR. DESJARDINS: What is the
amount of extra work done on the
Montreal examining warehouse?

MR. MACKENZIE said he could
really hardly tell now, -the statement
had been prepared last Session. Noth-
ing was then done except to deepen the
foundations additionally. The present
item was chiefly for engines, boilers
and hoisting apparatus, partitions and
some stairs, and several matters of
that sort. The total sum required to
complete the building now was $18,533;
and they had on hand about $8,000.

MR. DESJARDINS: Does the vote
for the Montreal post-office include the
putting of a clock in the tower ?
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MR. MACKENZIE: No.

MR. KIRKPATRICK: We will not

give them any tick.
Ma. LANGEVIN: Is there any

claim for the contract still standing?
Ma. MACKENZIE: I understand

not.
MR. LANGEVIN: How much has

the whole building cost ?
Ma. MACKENZIE: I think about

$350,000-between $350,000 and
$370,000. The land cost about $150,000.
The old building was sold for $90,000
or $100,000; $10,000 was paid down
and the balance was bearing interest at
6 per cent.

Vote agreed to.

227. St. John, N.B., Public Build-
ings-Amonnt of Special
Warrant granted for clear-
ing away debris and rebuild-
ing, during the year, the
Public Buildings destroyed
by ire.. ........ ................ $50,000 00

Buildings, Battle-
ford, N. W. T.-
Amount of Spe-
c i a 1 Warran t
granted to com-
plete these build-
ing............. $30,000 00

228 ý Unexpended bal-
ance of 1876-7,
carried forward
by Special War-
rant, on 30th Sep-
tember, 1877,(Re-
vote). ............... 4,587 88

- - 134,587 88

Ma. KIRKPATRICK said he wished
for a statement of the buildings
erected on Swan River and also at Bat-
tleford.

Ma. MACKENZIE said ho could not
give the information at present as to
the cost of the Swan River buildirgs,
but the cost of the Battleford build-
ings had $58,795, including the Lieu-
tenant-Governor's residence, stables
and outbuildings, buildings for the
Mounted Police to some extent, witb
the magazine, and the residences of
the Stipendiary Magistrate, the Regis-
trar, and the Clerk of the Council, as
Well as the Registry Office. All the
officers except the Governor paid a
rental, but the Government had been
obliged to put up the buildings.

Vote agreed to.

229 Penitentiary, B.C.-Amount of
Unexpended Balance, 30th
September, 1877, carried for-
ward by Special Warrant
(Revote). .................... ........ $19,106 89

230 Gas, Public Buildings, Ottawa
-To pay for increased con-
sumption during the year.. 5,000 00

231 Cobourg Harbour-Part of Un-
expended Balance of 1876-77
(Revote) .................. 6,583 31

232 Shippegan Breakwater, N.B.-
Unexpended Balance of
1876-77, carried forward by
Special Warrant (Revote).... 9,630 37

233 Cow Bay, C.B.- Unexpended
Balance of 1876-77, carried
forward by Special Warrant
(Revote) .............................. 1,343 87

234 Colville Bay, Souris Breakwater
-Balance due to Contractor. 8,500 00

LIGHTHOUSE AND COAST SERVICE.

236
L.
(

Maintenance-To replace Di-
optic A pparatus for

Machias Seal Island Light
destroyed in St. John
Fire .................... .

To replace Oil destroyed
in St. John Fire..............

Repairing damages at Ron-
deau Lighthouse ...........

Repairing damages toBreak-
water, Goderich Light-
house ....... ......... ........

New Light Ship for the
Traverse .................. .....

FIsHERTES.

Fish-breeding, &c -For new
Fish-breeding Establish-
ment, Prince Edward
Island .... .. ........ .........

For new Fish-breeding Es-
tablishment, Cape Breton..

F CIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS.

237 To aid in constructing and main-
taining Telegraph Line be-
tween Matane and Fox River

STEAMBOAT INSPECTION.

239 To complete remeasurement
of Steamers in Inland waters..

3,000

3,500

1,600

2,600 00-

6 000 00

2,500 00

2 500 ù00

5,000 0

300 00

INDIANS.

238 Indians, Manitoba and North-
West-Further amount re-
quired for this service............. 10,927 68

MR. SCRIVER said ho desired to
refer to the Indians of Two Mountains.
He was not present when the discus.
sion took place on the item, and he
knew it was not in order to refer to a
previous discussion. But ho might
refer to a letter addressed to the
Deputy of the Minister of the Interior,
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to the agent of the Department at Oka,
in which the views and policy of the
Government of the day in reference to
those Indians were very distinctly laid
down. He regretted that the Govern-
ment had seen fit in tbat letter to
pronounce so qbsolutely, as they
seemed to have done, an opinion in
reference to the rights claimed by the
Indians settled there. He had nothing
to say as to proprietary rights and
rights of the soil; but it could scarcely
be maintained that these Indians
having resided there so long, and made
the improvements they had made, had
no rights whatever. Indeed, he be-
lieved, under the law of the Province
of Quebec, they had some rights in
regard to improvements, for which, if
they removed from that place, they
would be entitled to compensation;
and the gentlemen of the Seminary, as
they learned from this letter, bad
recognized those rights by offering to
give the Indians a sum of money if
they would remove. He regretted also
to perceive from the letter that the
Government were not disposed to treat
the Indians with that liberality which
they might fairly claim at their hands.
He had no doubt that the Indians were
not, in a sense, the wards of the Gov-
ernment, and were not entitled to
claim at theis hands any amount of
money; but they were certainly in
an exceptional position. The policy
of the Government in reference
to the Indians had been in some
respect an exceptional one. It was no
fault of these Indians that they were
situated as they were, and that they
were dependent as they were
upon the good offices of somebody.
He had no doubt, therefore, that
the flouse and public opinion gene-
rally would sustain the Government in
pursuing a more liberal policy towards
them than they seemed disposed by
this letter to pursue. It was not for
him to say whether the amount
offered by the gentlemen of the
Seminary to the Indians was an ade-
quate sum. He was not sufficiently
acquainted with the case to say
whether it was or not. But the sum
of $20,000, which would not amount to
more than $60 or $70 for each family,
was not sufficient to enable the Indians
to place themselves elsewhere; to

MR. SCRIVER.

provide themselves with comfortable
habitations, and to give them a reason.
able expectation of making a cormfort-
able livelihood. He was informed that
the Government, through their agent,
had strongly advised the Indians to
accept the offer, and if so, they pro-
posed to secure for them Cockburn
Island, in Lake Huron. But that if
they accepted that offer they must pay
for it at the rate of 50c. an acre out-of
the money they received from the
Seminary. If they took out of that
amount the cost of their removal from
Oka-for they did not find that the
Government proposed to defray that-
very little would remain. He was
sure that public opinion would sus-
tain the Government in supple-
menting the offer of the Seminary.
These Indians should be provided with
a reservation somewhere in the North.
West Territories. Let the Govern-
ment treat them with the same liber-
ality as white settlers. Under the
homestead law, emigrants into that
territory wvere provided with a free
gift of .160 acres, and there was no
reason why the Indians should not be
dealt with in an equally liberal spirit,
by giving them a certain reservation.
Should that be done, should the Gov-
ernment defray the expense of their
removal, and give a sum in addition to
that offered by the gentlemen of the
Seminary, it could be reasonably hoped
that the Indians would be enabled to
procure a comfortable livelihood in that
territory. He noticed also in that let-
ter that the Government threatened, in
case a settlement was not arrived at, to
withdraw their agent altogether, and
leave the Indians to their own re-
sources, or to the protection of those
who had assumed to advise and assist
them in their troubles. He sincerely
trusted the Government would not do
this. The presence of the agent had
been of incalculable advantage. SincO
he went there, there had been 110
troubles or difficulties of any kind, and
the agitation which would be certain
to arise in no settlement were arrived
at, would result in perhaps more seri-
ous troubles than any that had yet Oc-
curred, and which the presence of the
agent would tend todiminish. lIewas
glad the hon. member 1or North Hast-
ing was here, that the false impression
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he labored under, regarding the sup-
posed neglect on the part of the counsel
for the Indians, might be removed. So
far from that being the case, he had
been extremly assiduous and attentive,
and had made sacrifices, not only of
personal convenience, but also of
noney. The judgment obtained re-
flected anything but credit on the part
of the gentleman employed by the
Seminary to defend their case.

MR. CHRISTIE said he thought a
liberal policy should be adopted to-
wards these Indians. There was now
a large extent of fertile land in the
North-West, which the Governhiient
were endeavoring to colonize, by
means of giving free grants of land to
white emigrants, and not only that,
but the Government had loaned money
to the Mennonites and Icelanders to en-
able thom to effect a settlemen t in that
territory. He did not see why the
same liberal policy sbould not be ex-
tended to the Indians, who, if they
were settled on good lands, and fairly
started, would be able to take care of
themselves, and would cease to be in
any way a burden on society. Phis
policy would put an end to the exist-
ing difficulties, and which had been
such a bone of contention in Oka for
the past ten or fifteen years. lie quite
agreed with the previous speaker, that
it would be unwise to remove the
Government agent from Oka until a
settlement bad been arrived at.

MR. MACKENZIE said his hon.
friend, the member for Hluntington,
appeared to find some fault with the
epartment for the letter written by

Mr. Murdoch to him, simply as a letter
Of instructions on behalf of the Gov-
ernment, and when the writer stated
that the evidence received by the
Department had uniformly been that
the Indians had no legal title to the
soil, that the gentlemen of the Semin-
ary were not trustees but absolute
proprietors, and that no suit against
the Seminary, with the view of ob-
taining possession of the property for
the Indians, would be successful, ho
simIply stated what the uniform legal
advice had been, and the advice of
irresponsible lay gentlemen could
hardly be stated to outweigh the
Opinion of lawyers.

Ma. ROCHESTER: Lawyers differ
very often.

Ma. MACKENZE: No doubt they
did; still bis bon. friend went to them
occasionally when he got into a tight
place. It was quite clear the Depart-
ment could not assume the Indians
were proprietors of the soil as long as
the Courts declared they werenot.There
had been one decision in court, and
the Department was paying the costs of
an appeal from that decision. That
appeal had not yet come off, although
from a letter of Mr. McLaren's, pub-
lished in one or two papers, it appear-
ed the fault was not bis, as was sup-
posed when the subject first came up
in the House a few nights ago. Mr.
McLaren stated that the case would
come off and be decided, and that, in
bis opinion, the Seminary had not a
legal title to the land. That would be
deWrmined when the case would come
up or review; in the meantime, the
Government could only act on the
opinion given by the law officers of
the Crown for years baek, as well as
legal adviec obtained elsewhere. That
was the whole extent of Mr. Mur-
doch's letter. As to the question of
what it was desirable to do with the
Indians, the Government would be
prepared to give the utmost consider-
ation to anything reasonable which
Parliament might sanction in regard
to their removal.

Ma. ROCHESTER said there had
been a great deal said about this Oka
Indian affair, and although the hon.
the Leader of the Government had
said they had legal opinion that the
Indians had no right or title to the
soi, ho did not say where that opinion
came from. Lawyers, like doctors,
differed in their opinions. If the
Government found that those unfor-
tunate creatures had no legal right or
title to the soil, it was to be hoped the
Government would take these unfor-
tunate creatures in hand and not deal
any worse with them than with emi-
grants coming to the country, and not
send them to that island referred to by
the bon. member for Huntingdon,
which had been before occupied for
three years by Indians who bad then
abandoned it. He hoped the Govern-
ment would see that justice was done
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to these people, whose forefathers that $100 had been paid for law costs.
had lived at Oka for generations. H lie says:-

MR. BOWELL said if the hon. mem-
ber for Huntingdon had been present
when he (Mr. Bowell) referred to this
subject, ho would not have come to
the conclusions ho had, as to the mean-
ing of the language which ho (Mr.
Bowell) had used. He had no doubt
the hon. member had based his opin-
ions upon a report in a Montreal jour
nal of what purported to be his (Mr.
Bowell's) utterances on that occa-
sion. He (Mr. Bowell) took this
opportunity to state that that report
was as incorrect as it could possibly be,
and could only be accounted for by the
supposition that it had been made for
a purpose. With reference to the case
before the court ho had particularly
found fault with the Government for
not taking steps to have it finally set-
tled, and that as it had been stated in
a letter of Mr. Laird, Minister of the
Interior, that money had been appro-
priated to test the question of the
rights of the Indians, it was unfortun-
ate that they, the Governmentas custo-
dians of the Indian interests, and to a
great extent guardians of all the In-
dians in the country, though not, per-
haps, entirely of those in Two Moun-
tains as with other tribes, had not taken
a more active part in seeing that these
unfortunate difficulties had been
brought to a final settlement. He had
said, further, that it had been stated
that a snap judgment had been obtain-
ed by the lawyers of the Seminary,
by the case having been allowed to go
by default, through the negligence of
those acting on behalf of the Indians.
He had said that ho personally did not
know that to ho the casebut that it had
been so stated in the Press. Ie had
called the attention of the Government
to the fact that difficulties had arisen
in that locality which might possibly
have been prevented had the Govern-
ment taken more decided action. He
now found by a letter of Mr. McLaren,
the counsel for the Indians, that ho
denied most positively that any money
had been given to him or any one else.
So far as ho knew, in connection with
the matter. He would read an extract
from Mr. McLaren's letter, in reply to
the Minister of the Interior's statement

MR. ROEIHESTER.

" For instance the hon. Mr. Mackenzie
stated that the Governmeut had paid out
money for this case, and the hon. Mr. Mills
said they had paid something less than $1oo.
The truth is that tbey have not paid a single
cent. On the contrary, when 1 required in
Court some documents in the possession of
the Government and which were necessary
for the Indians case, they refused to leta
clerk of the Department attend the trial with
these papers, unless I previously sent them
his expenses, and I was compelled to paymoney out of my own pocket."

He (Mr. Bowell) thought he was quite
justitied in the remarks ho had made
in reference to the manner in which
this whole case had been conducted.
From Mr. McLaren's statements as
given in the letter from which he had
just read, certainly he was not to blame
in not having this matter fully settled.
He quite concurred in the remarks of
the hon. member for Huntingdon with
regard to difficulties which had oc-
curred at Oka. The Government was
blameable to this extent, that after
having taken upon themselves the re-
sponsibility of making advances to test
that question, they being the guar-
dians to a greater or less extent of these
unfortunate people, they should have
seen that those difficulties had been
brought to an amicable settlement.
He knew the Government said they
had nothing to do with the matter,
but, having offered money to test the
rights of the parties, and in view of
the troubles that had occurred, the
matter should not be allowed to drop.
He was afraid the hon. member for
Huntingdon had made the same slip of
the tongue as ho (Mr. Bowell) had
been assured of making, and for which
a Montreal paper had taken him to
task, and upon which Mr. Borland had
written a three column letter on the
point that stated that the late Min-
ister of Interior had made a
report in connection with this ques-
tion, in which ho declared that the
right of property was not vested in the
Indians, that that report had been ac-
cepted by his sucessor, and that ho
(Mr. Bowell) on reading it and other
documents, had come to the conclusion
that if the Indians had no rights il
the soil,that is direct legal rights, they
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had, he (Mr. Bowell) had, no doubt,
certain rights of which tþey had been
deprived by those whose duty it was
to take care of them. In all the deeds
he had read of the cession of this
land by the French king, some hun-
dred and fifty years ago, there was
always a certain duty devolving
upon the gentlemen of the Seminary.
He had not been able to find that
the gentlemen of the Seminary had
been wholly or partially relieved of
that responsibility, even by the latest
legislation which had taken place.
That was the statement he had made
before, and the one which ho made
now. Ho hoped he was wrong in the
view he had taken of the rights of the
Indians to the soil; he hoped they had
rights which certain legal gentlemen
said they had. He hoped they might
be placed on a footing by which they
could support themselves as respectable
members of society, instead of having
to meet all the difficulties they had in
the past, and ho believed all this
might be done if energetie steps were
taken by the Minister to that end.

MR. LANGEVIN said a settlement
of this question, for the sake of peace,
should be arrived at as soon as possible.
He understood the Seminary was dis-
posed to act liberally towards the
Indians by giving the Government a
sum of money for them. If a proper
place of settlement could be found, the
best thing that could be done would be
to accept the offer of the Seminary and
remove the Indians.

Ma. MILLS said if his hon. friend
would look at the letter to which he
had referred, he would see that it was
an official letter from his deputy to an
officer of the Department, and which
ought not to have appeared in the
public prints at all. It contained in.
structions to an officer appointed there
for a special purpose, advising him,
owing to the peculiar circumstances
connected with the Oka difficulties,
to endeavour to secure the assent of
the Indians to some compromise. If
the Indians had a legal right
to the soil, ho would advise, if
necessary, to go into Court and pro-
secute that right. But that
was not the opinion nor the advice of
the Minister of Justice, nor of the

legal adviser of the Department.
Early in the winter a delegation in
favour of those Indians waited on him,
consisting of Messrs. Ferrier, Nelson,
Chief Joseph, and one or two others,
with whom he discussed the question
very fully, in which ho indicated
what he considered the proper course
to adopt, and pointed that they could
not hold the Government responsible
for not having settled the question,
and at the samo time claim the right
to contest the right of the Seminary in
a Court of law. He advised them to
leave the matter in the hands of the
Government, which they agreed to do.
When these gentlemen returned to
Montreal, ho understood, their course
did not meet the approval of their
friends, and so the matter stood. The
Seminary renewed their offer made
two years previously, to pay the In-
dians or the Government on their
behalf $20,000 if they would withdraw
from the lands. His opinion was that
the Indians should accept this offer.
If the Indians had accepted, the Gov-
ernment were prepared to ask Parlia-
ment for an appropriation to obtain a
suitable location on which to settle
them. Unless the two parties came to
an understanding, ho did not see what
the Government could do in the mat-
ter. The Government could not force
the Indians to accept the Seminary's
offer, nor the Seminary to agree to the
terms proposed on behalf of the
Indians. They had done this in the
interest of the Indians, and to protect
any right they might have to the full-
est extent.

In reply to Mr. ROCHESTER,

MR. MILLS said that the legal
adviserm of the Department, the hon.
member for Kingston, the Hon. Mr.
Dorion, the present Minister of Jus-
tice, Mr. Bernard, when acting Deputy
Mrnister of Justice, and the present
Deputy Minister, also legal advisers,
had given advice on this question.

Ma. ROCHIESTER: And the late
Minister of Justice (Mr. Blake).

Ma. MILLS: He gave no formal
opinion on this subject, as it was par-
ticularly a question of Lower Canadian
law.

&Upply. [MAY 6, 1878.]
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MR. ROCHESTER: Was it referred
to him?

MR. MILLS: Not since I came into
office.

In reply to Mr. RoCHESTER,
S1R JOHN A. MACDONALD said

it had been referred to him. 11e
examined the title as well as lie could,
and it appeared that the Seigniory be-
longed to the Seminary whieh had no
express trust, apparently, as to looking
after these Indians. It seemed to be
an absolute Seignfory, like any other,
on the face of the instrument; and
so he expressed it; but he did not pro-
fess to be an expert in Lower Canadian
law. Other gentlemen of the legal
profession were of a different opinion;
and, as it had excited great attention
and was a question of great hardship
to these poor people, he had recom-
mended, and the Governmerzt had
adopted and afterwards confirmed the
suggestion, that the Indians, and those
who took up their course, should have
the opportunity of trying a case, the
expenses to be paid by the Govern-
ment. So that the first thing to do was
to get a final decision from the Court
as to what the relative position of the
Seminary and Indians was. Until their
respective rights were settled, the
Government could take no steps. This
once decided, the case of the Indians
could be taken up. There was a strong
expression of opinion that until this
occurred, the Indians should be left
undisturbed in every possibly way, and
the gentlemen of the Seminary had
said they would certainly do so, if the
Indians would not trespass or commit
destruction which was alleged against
themn.

MR. SCRIVER said he was glad he
had brought the matter up. The hon.
the Minister of the Interior had stated
that the Government were prepared to
deal with these Indians in a more liberal
spirit than would be supposed, judging
from the letter to which he had re-
ferred. Ie understood from the legal
adviser of the Indians, that the suit
now pending would not result in de-
ciding the question really at issue;
and that there had been difficulty ex-
perienced all along as to bringing a
suit whieh would determine these

MR. MILLs.

questions. lIe understood that this
could only be done on the part of the
Crown; and, so far, the legal adviser
of the Indians had not succeeded in
obtaining the consent of the Crown to
it.

,IR. MILLS: I suppose you refer
to the Attorney-General of Quebec?

MR. SCRIVER said he supposed
so.

MR. BOWELL said that there was
a discrepancy between the statement
of the Minister of Interior and Mr.
McLaren respecting the payment of
these expenses. Either this statement
was true or it was. not. Mr. Laird, in
a letter stated that he (Mr. Laird) had
consented to pay out of the Indian
funds, the cost of a suit brought by
the Seminary against one of the In-
dians; the decision of the Court in this
case, which was still sub judice, would
determine the legalty or otherwise of
these supposed rights of the Indians,
while Mr. McLaren said that so far
from the $100 being paid, the Depart-
had actually refused to allow a clerk
to go down unless his expenses were
paid.

MR. MILLS said as far as he knew
no one had ever been refused such per-
mission. Since he had been in office
there had been no case. There had
been a criminal suit, but not one which
concerned the property title. Mr.
McLaren nust refer to the payment Of
Mr. O'Neill's expenses to Montreal
last fall. If nothing was paid, nothing
had been called for. The Department
was certainly not going to interfere to
prevent the Indians succeeding, if
they chose to act against the legat
opinion furnished the Department;^ but
it was a very serious responsibility
to instituto a suit under these
circumstances, as the Indians would
thus throw away the possibility of re-
ceiving anything. They had done
everything in their power to receive a
settlement on the best possible terms
for the Indians. If they had asked
Parliament for nothing, it was because
they saw no prospect of it being made
available.

. Vote agreed to.

(COMMONS.]
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MISCELLANEOUS.

240. Halifax Commission. -

Amount required to cover
expenditure (partly to be
refunded)................$57,000 00

MR. CARTWRIGHT: The arrange-
ment between ourselves and the Im-
perial Government is tiat they and we
pay half, pro tem. We had advanced
the whole sum. If there is no difflculty
about it I suppose that it will come out
of the award.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH said that
$30,000 was voted last year, making in
all $87,000. The whole expenditure at
Halifax amouinted to $96,000. The
American Government contributed
$12,000, its share of the joint expenses.
To witnesses were paid $28,000; to
counsel, four in number,828,800; print-
ing and stationery, $3,000; Secretary
and assistant about $3,000 ; and short-
hand writers about $3,000. Newfound-
land paid her counsel.

Vote agreed to.

241. To pay the Hon. Sir Alex. T.
Galt, K.C.M.G., for services
rendered as Commissioner,
Halifax..................$12,000 00

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH said he
considered that Sir A. T. Galt was
entitled to this sum for his services; he
made no specific charge.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not say that the amount was
excessive for the services of Sir A. T.
Galt. The only question that arose
was whether the Government could or
ought to pay this to a gentleman who
held a judicial position. Was -each
country to pay its own arbitrator, and
Judge a sum of money?

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: The
Treaty provides for it.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said,
if so, that met the difficulty.

SIR ALBERT J. SMIT H: The third
Commissioner was to be paid jointly
by the two Governments.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
there could be no objection in the ordi-
niary way to such a proceeding respect-
1m1g arbitrators, but the objection was
this: A Commissioier was supposed to
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go there as Judge to decide against bis
own country, if he thought he should
do so in honesty, law and justice.

SIR A. J. SMITH: Would you not
pay a Judge ?

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that Judges had salaries for life, and
were quite independent, but in these-
occasional arbitrations, if it was under-
stood that each nation would give a
fee to its arbitrator, the consequence-
would be that if they were successful
in getting a very large verdict, and a
bigger fee followed, they would work
as hard as they could to get a large
fee. The principle was not a good
one.

SIR ALBERT J. SMITH: The Uni-
ted States paid their Commissioner, I
know. Mr. Delfosse behaved very
handsomely. He would not accept
anything. We deposited $2,500 te his,
credit, and the United States did the
same; but he refused to take anything
beyond that.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
have not the slightest objection to the
amount Sir A. T. Galt deserves for the
care and attention paid to the case.

Vote agreed to.

242. Parliamentary Companion.-
To pay for 350 copies......... $ F25 00

243. Commutation of Duties, Army
and Navy.-Further amount
required for this service...... 4,000 00

244. To pay his Grace Archbishop
Taché balance of his expenses
incurred on the occasion of
his return from Rome in 1870,
at the request of the Govern-
ment of Canada .... ............ 3,000 00

245. His Excellency the G<vernor
General's visit t'o Manitoba.
-Balance of expenditure in-
curred and paid through
"Unforseen Expenses." Vide
Parliamentary Paper........... 1,778 45

246. Grasshopper Relief.-Unex-
pended balance of 1876-77
carried forward by Special
Warrant (Revote) .... ........ 381 81

COLLECTION OF REVENUE.

Customs.

247. Amount required to complete
this service (Manitoba and
N. W . T.)...........................

Excise.

248. Preventive Service.-Amount
required to complete this
service............ ..............

2,500 00

2,000 00-

[XMAYr 6, 1878.]supply.
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Inspection of Staples.

249. Amount reqaired to complete
this service............... ...

[COMMONS.]

2,000 00

Pub4e Works.

250. Intercolonial and Prince Ed-
ward Island Railwnys.-To
meet the expenditure caused
by increased traffic.......... 100,000 00

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,

Mi. MACKENZIE said the vote
taken last year was $1,600,000. The
Superintendent desired at the time to
get more than that, but he (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) had eut the Estimate down,
hoping that the expenditure could be
kept within that amount. The expen-
diture for 1876-7, for ordinary working
expenses, was $1,7;1,673, and, if to
that were added the proportion of ex-
penditure for renewals which belonged
to that year-8200,000-the total
would be $1,661,673. In 1877-8 the
ordinary working expenses would be
$1,550,000; or with the amount added
for renewals, $1,750,000-an increase
of $88,000 over last year. The appro-
priation, however, had been only
$1,600,000. The traffie had largely
increased during the current financial
year, the increase being a little over
$100,000 up to the 1st January, and
duriig the four months since that,
somewhere between $75,000 and
$90,O00. They expected a total in-
crease of $225,000 over last year.
This had, necessarily, caused an in-
creased expenditure.

MR. LANGEVIN said the additional
$ 100,000 would only make a total ap-
propriation of $1.700,000, while the
e.stimated expenditure was $ 1,750,000.
What about the other $50,000 ?

Ma. MACKENZIE said he had stated
that it would be absolutely necessary
to reduce the expenditure, if possible,
and as there had been no serious ex-
penditure for the last six or eight
weeks, on a-count of the favourable
weather, they might fairly hope that a
reduction might be possible.

MR. LANGEVIN: Then the hon.
gentleman thinks that with that
amount he can go on to the lst of
July.

Ma. MACKENZIE: We hope so.
Vote agreed to.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

Supply.

251. Canals-For payment of one
year's salary to Mr. Woodruff
in recognition of his services
as Superintendent of Welland
Canal, after 28 years' services $3,000

Ma. MACKENZIE said he had re-
ceived many letters from this gentle-
man, who was removed from his posi.
tion as Superintendent of the Canal,
not, as he understood, so much froma
the views of the Government or of the
hon. gentleman who was then Min-
ister of Public Works, as on account
of a public clamour which had made
him, for a time, unpopular in his posi-
tion. The petitions presented by Mr.
Woodruff from time to time had
seemed to him (Mr. Mackenzie) to
presOnt a strong claim for considera-
tion, but he had referred the
matter to Mr. Page for a re-
por-, and Mr. Page took the
ground that Mr. Woodruff was very
hardly used on that occasion; and
that having been a very faithful pub-
lie servant for so long a period, if he
were removed from his position some-
thing should be allowed him. He had
paid into the Superannuation Fund for
a short time, but he had been some
twenty-eight years in this office, and
appeared to have been a most energetie
public servant, and one who, if he had
some faults of temper or otherwise,
had worked hard and diligently to dis-
charge the duties devolving upon him.
Ie had, therefore, feit justified in
recommending to Parliament the pay-
ment of one year's salary to Mr. Wood-
ruff as something in the shape of a
gratuity in leaving office.

Ma. LANGEVIN said he did not
remember the circumstances of this
case, whieh occurred in 1872.

MR. McCALLUM said Mr. Wood-
ruff was a most efficient officer for
many years, but there had been quite
a clamour raised on the Welland
Canal to induce the late Government
to remove him. He made himself un-
popular by carrying out his duties and
economizing the public money, and a
fund was got up by the mill-owners
and others on the Welland Canal, and
they subsidized a Toronto paper to
write down this man. He was glad to
see that the Government was going to
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,do justice in a measure, though it was
but tardy justice, to a deserving public
officer.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
this should not have been put in the
Supplementary Estimates, and the
Ilouse should have had the papers
brought down, because it would appear
that some injustice had been done to
Mr. Woodruff. His recollection was
that he had been a good active officer
ou the whole ; but he had been spoilt.
He had had the management so long
that he considered himself irrespon-
sible, and there were grave irregulari-
ties reported. The first report on
them Was very strong; but it was
thought better that he should be dealt
with as mildly as possible, and the
Order-in-Council on that subject was
greatly modified on account of his
past services. It was a bad example
that when an officerhad been judicially
dealt with by one Government their
successors should reverse the deocision.
However, he had no doubt the Govern-
ment had considered the matter, and he
should not oppose the vote.

Mu. MACKENZIE said he quite
admitted that no Government should
rightly reverse the action of their pre-
decessors in a matter of this kind. He
did not say that it might not have
been thought desirable, even although
no charge were proved, to make a
change in the management. The
papers, however, did not show that any
charge was proved against Mr. Wood-
ruff, nor did the Order-in-Council say
so.

Sm JOHN A. MACDONALD : I
know that; it was modified.

Ma. MACKENZIE said a newspaper,
which at the time was published in
Toronto, had seemed to make a speci-
ality for days or weeks in getting up
statements against Mr. Woodruff,
which, in the newspaper, appeared to
be very formidable, but when investig-
ated, turned out to be not very reliable.
If there was any irregularity, he did
not think there was any approaching
a fraudulent character.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: No,I do not think there was.
1e56à

Ma. MACKENZIE said Mr. Wood-
ruff was a man of strong passions and
high temper, and with some people
who were troublesome about the works,
he was not so popular as he might
have been, but with the business men
and others, he believed he was consid-
ered an excellent Superintendent.

Ma. McCALLUM said no Superin-
tendent on the Welland Canal before
or since had discharged his duties bet-
ter, he might say, as well as Mr. Wood-
ruff. He had annoyed the mill-owners
by refusing to give them the water
which was necessary for the navig-
ation of the canal for the purpose of
driving their mills. At meetings
which they held, they denounced him
as being too economical and not ex-
pending enough money on the canal.
He (Mr. McCallum) never knew of Mr.
Woodruff's having been tried, though
he was aware that publie opinion was
against him at that time. He had
never heard of any serious charges
being made against him, and consider-
ed that it was only doing him justice
to give him this amount, as he saved
money to the public in his manage-
ment of the Welland Canal for many
years, as hon. members would see by
referring to the Public Accounts.

Vote agreed to.

252 Telegraph Line-Haro
Strait, B.C........... .

Post Office.

253 To pay Grand Trunk Rail-
way for claim for daily
transport of mails over 149
miles of railway, between

the Canada Boundary
Line and Danville Junc-
tion (Maine), from 1st July
1867, to 3Ist December,
1874, when by Postal Con-
vention with the United
States, the conveyance of
these mails was assumed
by the United States Post
Office..............

Dominion Lands.

254 Further required to com-
plete this service........

$3,500 00

7,776 22

12,500 00

Unprovided Items of 1876-7.

255. Vide Public Accounts,
1876-77, part ii, page 338 188,965 64

Supply.
[MAY 61 1878.]
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MR. CARTWRIGHT said the chief
expenditure was for the Intercolonial
and Prince Edward Island Railway.
Both the receipts and expenditure on
that road had increased. This year
they had taken steps which they
hoped would prevent any recurrence
of the unprovided items. There was
then an item of some $12,000 on ac-
count of the Customs expenditure.
The Minister of Customs had endeav-
oured to reduce that below what lie
found it necessary to expend, though
this year he believed he would be able
to keep to his original estimate.

Ma. LANGEVIN said the first item
on page 339 under the heading of'
collection of revenue was $24,000 for
excess of expenditure over appropria-
tion of Castoms. That service was in-
creasing yearly though the revenue
was decreasing. There was a deficit
of nearly one and a half million dollars
in the revenue. He did not say the
revenue should have decreased in pro-
portion but it should not have in-
creased.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said the actual
expenditure in 1876-7 was $721,604,
and in 1875-6 it was $621,000. The
Estimates had been cut down in 1876.7
to a sum considerably below the ex-
penditure of the preceding year.

Ma. -BURPEE (St. John) said the
Estimates had been cut down
$254,000 in the hope of reduc-
ing the expenditure, but certain
unprovided charges had arisen. Had
the prices of goods remained as high as
in 1874-5, the revenue would have been
1½ millions over the amount received.
The depression was due entirely to the
decrease in the value of goods, not in
the quantity. The service could not be
reduced.

Ma. LANGEVIN said the hon. gen-
tleman now added $24,000 in addition
to the Estimates of last year to cover
the expenditure.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said this was
included in the $77,000. It was money
for which a vote had been taken last
year, -and, therefore, one had now to be
asked.

Ma. LANGEVIN eaid the Estimates
this year was $705,836. What guar-

Ma. McCALLUX.

antee was there that an additional vote
would not be required next year for-
this service. Why not ask at Once for
the amount required ?

Ma. BURPEE said he thought the
Estimates for the year would cover the
expenditure. Of course there were a
few months yet to run, which would
reduce the amount. In order to make
the service complete they had coin-
bined the whole correspondence with
Russia-and everything that con-
cerned the boundary and navigation of
these rivers on one paper; also the cor-
respondence relating to the carrying of
a criminal down the.river to a place Gf
security at Victoria. This inan was
claimed by the United States on the
ground that Canada had n1o right to
take him through their territory, and
the Imperial Government took this
view.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said lie had no
objection to the hon. gentleman call-
ing attention to the fact that
amounts paid were in excess of
amounts asked for, but it was also fair
to call attention to the fact that for the
year ending 30th June, 1877, there was
an immense amount of lapsed balances,
that was to say they spent much less
than they asked for. For Civil Govern-
ment they spent $88,600 less than they
asked for; for Department of Justice,
835,000 less; on legislation $44,000
less; and so on through a great variety
of cases. They spent $24,000 more in
Customs; but it had been expected
that certain buildings would be com-
pleted. This did not take place as an-
ticipated and $5,000 extra for rent had
to be expended; and it could ho rea-
sonably expected, besides that, from
$7,000 to $8,000 would be saved. They
spent $27,000 less in Excise. To a
certain extent all these things were
unavoidable. Although there had been
a certain nutnber of extra votes carried
forward, the total amount of lapsed
balances much more than counter-
balanced all asked for; so tht the
Estimates though they might b ax-
ceded in one or two particiars, a
whole presented a very fair statement
of what the wants of the country really
were in gross.

rcOMMONS.] SuIply.
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Ma. LANGEVIN: Nevertheless we
ought to have the exact amounts as far
8s possible.

MR. CARTWRIGHT: Certainly.
Vote agreed to.
Resolution ordered to be reported.
louse resumed.

Resolution reported.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.

ORDER DIsCHRUGED.

The following orders of the day were
severally discharged and the Bills with-
drawn:

" House again to go into Committee of the
Whole on the Bill (No. 32) Further to amend
the Acts respecting Stamps on Bills and
Notes.

House to go into Committee of the Whole
on the Bill (No. 43) To faciliate the Coloniza-
tion of Dominion Lands, by providing for
the incorporation of Railway Companies.
and aiding the construction of Railways,
traversing such Lands.

Second reading of the Bill (No. 47) to pro-
vide for the transfer of Lands and Estates
and Interests in Lands, in the Territories of
Canada by Registration of Titles,

A 1ULTERATION AOT AMENDMENT BILL
-[BILL No. 76.]

(1fr. Laurier)

TEIRD RADING.

The said Bill was considered in Cem-
mittee of the Whole reported, read the
third time and passed.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.
MESSÂGU PROU RIS EXBLLENCY.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT delivered the
message from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General.

Ma. SPEAKER read the messages
and they are as follows:

"The Governor General transmits to the
Houae of Commons, fuither Supplementary
Estimates of sams required for the services
of the Dominion, for the year ending 30th
June, 1878; and in accordanice with the pro-
Visions of the British North America Act,
1867, he recommends these Estimates to
the House of Commons.
" GovEMWi ar Ma,18

" OriWÂ, 2nd May, 1878."

DurrFaRN.

" The Governor-General transmits to the
House of Commons, further Supplenentary
Estimates of sums required for the services
of the Dominion, for the year ending SOth
June, 1879 ; and in accordance with the pro-
visions of the British North America Act,
1867, he recommends these Estimates to the
louse of Commons.

"GOVERNMENT 11ous.
OTTwA, 6th May, 1878."

Ma. CARTWRIGHT moved that the
said messages and further Supplemen-
tary Estimates be referred to the Com-
mittee of Supply.

Motion agreed to.

TRAFFIC IN INTOXICATING LIQUORS
BILL.-[Bi.n No. 75.]

(1fr. Mackenzie.)

THIRD RIADING.

The said Bill was again considered
in Committee of the Whole, amended
and reported.

MR. MACKENZIE moved the
second reading of the amendments.

MR. ORTON said it was true that
the temperance sentiment of this
country was very strong, and that it
was highly important that our people
should become a sober and a temperate
people. Those m ho were honestly and
earnestly endeavouring to produce
that good effect in this country deserv-
ed commendation. They were doubt-
less patriotic and noble men, and he
who would, from selfish, sordid or un-
worthy motives, put any obstacle in
the way of abolishing' the evils which
arose from the immoderate use of in-
toxicating liquors, deserve the repro-
bation of the community. Hlowever,
he (Mr. Orton) could not help feeling
that in a temperance point of view,
this Bill would be utterly useless; aud,
further, that it was an outrage upon
the civil rights of a large portion of
the people of this country. As a tem-
perance measure, he felt that it would
bequite as useless as the Dunkin Act
had been proved to be. In regard to
that Act the universal opinion on the
counties where it had been passed wa
that, instead of decreasing the evil
effects of drinking, it had rather in-
creased them, and. along with that, it

Geneal [MAY 6,1878.]
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had brought other and worse evils of a
different description in those counties
in which it had been in operation. In
the Inland Revenue Department the
deputy, the other day, had stated that
in those countries where the Dunkin
Act had been in operation the consump-
tions of whiskey had enarmously
increased. The tendency of the Dun-
kin Act was to do away with the con-
sumption of malt beverages and to
increase the consumption of whiskey.
On behalf of the brewers he protested
strongly against this Bill.

Amendments read the second time
and agreed to.

MR. MACKENZIE moved the third
roading of the Bill.

Mu. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
one of the great defects of the Dunkin
Act was the five gallon clause. In
this Bill the clause providing that a
merchant might sell ten gallons of
iquor was also a serious off'-nce. Why

should a merchant be permitted to sell
an article within the limits of a par-
ticular locality which no person was
permitted to be urchased ? He
moved that the said Bill be
not now read a third time, but be re-
committed to a Committee of the
Whole, with instructions that they
have power to amend the same by
striking out sub-section 8 of clause 99.

Mu. BERTRAM said this Bill grant-
ed power to a county to prosecute the
sale of intoxicating liquors within its
own midst. This sub-section went
against that power, and if the prin-
ciple of the Bill were to be agreed to,
the amendment of the hon. member for
Renfrew that this sub-section should
be struck out was correct.

Motion in amendment negatived on a
division.

Bill read the third time and passed.

MANITOBA PUBLIC SCHOOLS BILL.
[BuL, No. 78.]

(Mr. Mill.)

SECOND RBADING.

Hoeuse resolveditelif into Coemmittee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolutions:-

Ma. OLTON.

"1. Resolved, That by Section twenty-two
of the Dominion Lands Act, Sections il and
29 of the Public Lands in each township in
the Province of Manitoba are set apart, to
be sold at some future time in order that a
fund may be realized for the maintenance of
public schools within the Province.

" 2. Resolved, That the Government of
ManitoFa have applied to the Government
of Canada to have the school lands within
the limits of that Province transferred to
then, to be sold for the purpose of creating
an educational endowment.

"3. Resolved, That it is not in the public
interest in consequence of the sparseness of
the population and its probable rapid increase
within a few years, and in consequence of
the additional value whieh these lands are
likely to acquire because of that increase in
the popnlation, that they should be disposed
of at the present time.

" 4. Resolved, That it is expedient, how-
ever, to assist, in the meantime, the cause of
education in the Province, and that with
this view the fnm of ten thousand dollars be

Ça1ced at the disposal of the Government of
Manitoba, ini aid of th)e public schools

therein, annually for a period not exceeding
three years, and that the several snms so
advanced with the intereet thereon, at the
rate of five per cent. per annum, be recouped
to the Dominion Government from the first
sales of the lands so set apart for educational
purposes.

(In the Committee.)

Resolutions ordered to be reported.

House resumed.

Resolutions reported, read the firsf
and second times and agreed to.

Ma. MILLS introduced a Bill (No.
78) To authorize the advance of certain
sume to the Province of Manitoba, in
aid of the public schools therein.

Bill read the first and second times.

House adjourned at
Twentyminutes before

Two o'clock,

\'COMMONS.] Schools Bill.
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HlOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 7th May, 1878.

The Speaker took the Ohair at Two
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY.

RSOLUTION PROPOsID.

Ma. MACKENZIE moved:

" That this House do ratify the Order in
Council dated April 18th, 1878, respecting a
sub.idy to the Canada Central Railway Com-
pany, passed under authority of ' An Act to
provide for the construction of the Canadian
Pacific Railway,' 37th Victoria, chapter 14."

He said it would be remem-
bered that on the 13th of March,
1873, an Order-in-Council passed in
November of the previous year had
been approved by the House, granting
a subsidy of $12,000 per mile to the
Canada Central Railwuy, from a point
in the vicinity of Renfrew or 1)ouglas,
stretching northwards towards the
mouth of the French River, or on a
route which was generally described
in the Order-in-Council as ascending
the valley of tbe Bonnechère from the
vicinity of the village of Douglas vid
Golden Lake and Round Lake, thence
by as direct a lino as may be found to
Burnt Lake, and thence to the pro-
posed terminus of the Government
railway, at about the eighty-fifth mile
from the Georgian Bay. For various
reasons, which he need not now enter
on at length, this Order had failed of
its purpose. A considerable tract of
the country which had to be traversed
was found to be more unsuitable than
had been anticipated from Mr. Hazle-
wood's report, le having reported the
whole route as favourable. The Gov-
ernment at that time wore desirous of
adopting the shortest possible lino
fromn Georgian Bay eastward, as the
object of subsidizing this road and
building the Georgian Bay Branch was
to have the most direct lino from the
eastern waters of Georgian Bay to
Montreal, as the converging centre of
the railway system. Mr. Poster had
become the contractor for the Canada
Central Railway, under the operation
of this Order-in-Council. He had

failed to execute the contract up to the
time of his death, and fresh negotia-
tions wAre entered into in the meau-
time with the Company, with the view
of ascertaining to what extent they
were prepared to carry out this order or
whether any change that could be made-
would make it more available for the
purpose originally designed by the
Canada Pacifie Railway Act, and the-
Order-in-Counc.il based on that Aet.
Mr. Foster, as the contractor for that
road, had been engaged for nearly two
years in surveying, not merely the
route on which the Order in Council
was passed, but the whole country,
to a greater or less extent, from Pem-
broke westward towards Lake Nipis-
sing. A short report of Mr. Murdoch
-an engineer employed by Mr. Flem-
ing-deposited in the Publie Works
Department, seemed to show that
there was a considerably more favoura-
ble route as to one part, and not much
more unfavourable than the best part
of the Bonnechére Valley route,
though nothing could be botter than
thirty or forty miles of the Lower
Bonnechére route for railway purposes.
This route might be said to run parallel
to the Ottawa River at a distance of
eight or ten miles-sometimes more
and sometimes less-from that river,
and, generally speaking, following the
course of that river and reaching the
waters of Lake Nipissing at South
River, at what was generally known
as the south-east corner of Lake Nipis-
sing. The distance from Pembroke to
this point was something over 130'
miles. The exact mileage was not
ascertained, and by the terms of tbe
Order-in-Council, which he now pro-
posed asking the House to adopt, th e-
Company were to receive a subsidy of
$12,000 per mile upon 120 miles, on
condition of their building the entire-
length of the extension from Pem-
broke to the point he had mentioned
on Lake Nipissing, no matter what the
mileage might turn out to be. That
was the provision which related to the
change of route. The provision as to
payment was in the original Act as
follows:

"Ihat payment of the subsidy shall only
be made on the completion of the railway in
sections of not less than twenty miles, eacl
payment to be made on the certificate of an
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Engineer to be appointed by the Government
that a section, or sections, is completed.
Payment may,however,be made of an amount
-equai to the subsidy on twenty miles on work
extended over a longer distance, which in
value will be equivalent to not less than
twenty-five miles of finished roadway. Pay-
ment will also be made on rails delivered at
any point of the line to be constructed to the
extent of 75 per cent. of the value thereof,
such rails te o property of the Government
until they are laid on the road for use.

In the new Order-in-Council an ame-
lioration of the torms of payment was
provided for. The terms were as
follows:-

" That paymente be made to the extent of
eighty per cent. of the said bonus of $12,000
per mile on the completion of every ten miles.
O ne-half of such payment may be advanced
when work equal to five miles is completed
on any one section, on the certificate of the
Chief Engineer that satisfactory progreis is
being made. And payment to the extent of
sixty per cent. may be made on work extend-
ing over twenty-five miles on the certificate of
the Chief Engineer that such work is equal
to ten miles of completed track-the balance
to be paid on the entire completion of the rail-
way to the Nipissing road at the south-east
corner of Lake Nipissing. Provided that
payments may be made upon rails delivered
to the extent of seventy-five per cent. of the
market value thereof, the amount so paid on
rails to be deducted from each settlement of
ten miles-all payments to be made on the
certificate of the Chief Engineer."

They further recommend that pay-
monts be made to the extent of eighty
per cent. of the work actually executed
on the completion of every ton miles,
in the proportion which $13,000 per
mile bears to the actual cost of each
section. There was a further provision
in the order, put in at the instance of
the company, which was ofopinion that
it might serve them much better if
they were to have a guarantee of inter-
est on a certain amount of bonds to be
issued instead of payment by money.
As they did not expect to build the
road on anything like the Government
subsidy, they thought of issuing bonds
for the purpose of completing the bal-
anceand obtainingsubscriptionsofstock
to the necessary amount. The order,
therefore, provided that the company
should have the option of substituting
the paymont by the Government of the
interest, or part of the interest, or
bonds of the ceompany running over
such term of years as may be hereafter

Ma. MACKENZIE.

approved by the Governor in Council
in lieu of the mileage subidy referred
to. Calculations would, of course, be
made so that whatever interest should
be paid on the bonds should not exceed
on its ultimate results the entire amount
of subsidy provided to be paid--that
was $12,000 per mile on 120 miles.
These were the provisions of the Order-
in-Council. The reasos for the change
were simply that they found it difficult,
if r ot impossible, to get the extension
executed over the original line; that
they believed that while this line was
undoubtedly longer -the precise addi-
tional length ho could not state, but it
was probably somewhere between
thirteen and eighteen miles-it was yet
much more favourable to the Govern-
ment in another way. It was extended
westward by the application of this sub-
sidy to a point 10 or 20 miles nearerto
the terminos on the Georgian Bay
Branch at French River or Cantin's
Bay.

ML.WHITE (North Renfrew): What
is the distance to Cantin's Bay?

MR. MACKENZIE said he did not
know the exact mileage, but certainly
it was not in excess of 55, and he did
not think it exceeded 50. This took
them nearly twenty miles nearer to
Georgian Bay, and thereby saved the
Government the cost of construction to
that extent. During last season two
or three parties were engaged west of
this point to find ont whether there
was an available track in a nearly
straight line from Cantin's Bay to the
mouth of Pie River on Lake Superior.
They had a located lino, or rather an
instrumentally surveyed line, from Pie
River to Nipegon. This country was
to a great extent somewhat rough,
still there was a possibility of getting
a fair route there, though it was a ques-
tion as to what extent it would present
favourable features, as it had only been
travelled over. But in any case they
reached the point they proposed to
repeh by this route, viz., Cantin's Bay,
by constructinga shorter distance west
from the end of the subsidized Hiue at
the south-east corner of Lake Nipissing
at South River. The hon. member for
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) said it Was
not the south-east corner of the lake.
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There was another point further east,
but not so far south.

Ma. MASSON. But you stated in
your speech at Sarnia that you were
going to the south-east shore.

MR. MACKENZIE said that this
met that point at any rate, though it
might be a matter of opinion which
was properly the south-east corner of
the lake. One was very much farther
east, but the other was a good deal
farther south. He thought it was un-
nocessary for him to say anything
further on this point, unless he might
be required to give further information
Or explanations on points on which he
had not explained himself as freely as
he might have done.

MR. TUPPER asked how much this
change would increase the distance
from Ottawa to the south-east point of
lake Nipissing.

Mi. MACKENZIE said it depended
very much on the curvature of the
line. If the country, as described by
Mr. Murdoch, turned out to be favour.
able, the curvature must be rather less
than usual, and, in that case, he did
not think the length would exceed ten
or twelve or thirteen miles additional.
If the curvature turned out to be
larger than on the central line, then,
of course, it would increase the length.
They might fairly assume that by tak-
ing that route the length would be
increased by, at least, thirteen miles,
but it might not be so. There was
another point to which he wished to
allude. At the time that they had
first discussed this Order in Council,
there was a project for building the
road-or rather there were arrange-
ments to construct a road-on the
Quebec side. That project had not
been completed. The Quebec Govern-
ment had since practically com-
pleted that road from Aylmer
to Montreal, and it was proposed
to build it to a point above Portage
du Fort. -He did not know the precise
point, but undoubtedly the extension
from Pembroke would be much more
suitable for the purposes the Quebec
Government had in view,-the open-
imlg up of the Ottawa Valley, although
sOne hon. gentlemen in this House be-
lieved the branch should be taken up

the Ottawa on the north side. But
there was no doubt that this was
wholly impracticable, and, in fact, it
would involve a double crossing of the
river. Besides, a crossing could be had
comparatively easy from the Quebec
railway system to the road not far
from Ottawa, and its continuation
would be very direct from the city of
Montreal to its terminus at the eastern
waters of Lake Huron. This would
complete the scheme the Government
had in view in 1874, in introducing
the Reilway Bill, the object being to
use the waters on Lake Huron and
Lake Superior for a time, until the
financial condition of the road would
be stronger, and they could afford to
build the road from that point wester-
ly to the connection with the main
line west of Lake Superior. That was
thé object in view, and he thought that
object would be attained perhaps as
wetl by the new route, by the simple
addition of a few miles, as it would by
the old.

Mi. MASSON said that were he dis-
posed to consider this question and
what had occurred to-day from an ex-
elusively partizan point of view, he
might rejoice at the position in which
the hon. the Premier had placed him-
self. He remembered how he and
other hon. members of the Oppo-
sition had been badly received
last year when they stated
how imprudent it was for the hon. the
Prime Minister to undertake to build
a railway on th heights of land where
everybody acquainted with geography
knew the road was almost impassable,
and without having had any instru-
mental surveys at all made. He (Mr.
Masson) had on that occasion gone
further. fie had asked this House to
vote a resolution that no money should
be granted for the Georgian Bay
Branch or the whole scheme unless ex-
plorations were made on tha t and
other routes. His motion was out-
voted by the great mass of the sup-
porters of this Government, including
all the Liberal party from the Pro-
vince of Quebec, and Ve House decided
that no explorations sbould be made on
the North Shore of the River Ottawa
to ascertain whether a better route could
not be obtained in the Province of Que-
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bec or further north. When the Opposi-
tion brought in the report of Mr. Wal-
ter Shanly, the engineer of Mr. Foster
stated there were difficulties in the
proposed route, the hon. the Premier
rose and said he had the report of Mr.
Fleming, which contradicted that of
Mr. Shanly, and he assured the House
there were, in the central route which
ho had now abandoned, any obstacles
of any kind; they were entirely fal-
lacious. To the deputation which
waited on him, in 1874, of which ho
(Mr. Masson) was a member, he said
the route he had adopted was the
easiest one, having the smallest grades,
except, perhaps, the Canada Soutbern
Railway itself. The hon. gentleman
to-day again committed an error of the
same kind. The hon. gentleman had
given again bis reasons for not follow-
ing the North Shore of the Ottawa,
namely, that part which was in the
Province of Quebec, that the route
was considered almost impracti-
cable. There bad been no reports
made to the Government on that route
since the report of the Northern Col-
onization Company, by Mr. Legge
himself; none that ho (Mr. Masson)
knew of. The Government were not
now in a position to state whether the
route would not have been as easy on
the Lower Canada shore as on the On-
tario shore, and Mr. Legge's report
clearly indicated the Quebec route as
the best. There was, ho must admit
frankly, something in the movement
made by the Government which was a
little better than their policy of two
years ago. It was true it was taken
fron the policy of the hon. members on
this side of the House, but ho was glad
to be able to compliment the hon. the
First Min ister,and to say that now and
thon he took opinions coming from the
Opposition, though ho did so, in this
instance, at least, very tardily. It was
tme for the hon. gentleman now re-
luctantly to abandon his famous ter-
minus of forty miles below Lake Nip-
issing and to corne back toLakeNipis-
sing. What had, however, been the
consequence of the whole action ? The
hon. gentleman had kept this soheme
flating upon the country a long time,
and large sumo of money had been
wantonly expended because the hon.
gentleman would not yield his point.

MR. MASSON.

He insisted he was right even against
the opinions of engineers.

Ma. MACKENZIE: That is not the,
case.

Ma. MASSON: Well, yon did not
consult then.

Mi. MACKENZIE : I consulted rny
own.

MB. MASSON: The hon. gentleman
consulted bis own. The hon. gentle-
man now saw that his engineers badly
mislead him. As a matter of fact the
route was chosen by the Premier with-
out the report of any engineer having
instrumentally surveyed any portion
of the line at first imprudently chosen,
Of what use to the country were the
$30,000 paid to Mr. Foster for explora-
tions and investigations from his would-
be terminus, forty miles north of Lake
Nipissing to French River on the
Georgian Bay Branch? What was the
use of throwing aw ay that $31,000, un-
less, perhaps, to know something
about the country ? He admitted it
was very important to know some-
thing about the country, but that was
not the purpose for which this
money was voted. It was voted
to build the Georgian Bay Branch, not
to make an exploration. If the hon.
gentleman did not admit, his friends
would admit, at the beginning, that
he had made a grave mistake, a
mistake which had cost money to this
country. He would bave avoided
making a mistake, had he taken, at the
proper time, the advice of those who
told him that the country through
which he wanted his railway to run
was almost impracticable for a railway
of the class be wanted to build. The
deputation which had waited on the
hon. gentleman, received as answer
that the Engineer, who said there was
700 fet difference of level betweenthe
height of lands and tne Mattawan or
Quebec route, knew not hing about it.
To-day the hon. gentleman was obliged
to admit he was wrong, and to corne
back to the plan submitted to hiM
by hon. inembers of the Oppostion.
lia (Mr.Masson) did not wish to bo as
severe on the hon. gen tieman as
hon. gentleman would be on him were
ho in the same position. He would
recall to the hon. the First Minister
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what he (Mr. Masson) had told him
two years ago, when the hon. gentle-
man withdrew the million dollars
from the Estimates, thereby implying
the Georgian Bay Branch would not
be built; at all events, that other plans
had been substituted, namely, that be-
fore the next elections took place, this
matter would be decided. When the
contract was given for the Georgian
Bay Branch, there was a million
dollars put in the Estimates; to-day
there was but the paltry sum of
8100,000. Why? There weretwo rea-
sons, -irst, because whateverthe amount
might be, it would be useless, the road
would not be built at present; second,
because the hon. gentleman was
afraid to increase his Estimates, more
than they had been increased, by the
enormous sum of one and a half
million dollars, according to what ho
brought down last night. He (Mr.
Masson) had heard some gentlemen
tell him thqt the plan adopted to-day
was partly a plan which he had sug-
gested two years ago, and that, thore-
fore, he ought to be satisfied. He (Mr.
Masson) had always endeavoured to
consider this question above party
spirit; ho had told his hon. friend what
he thought would be in the interests of
bis country and of his Province. The
hon. the Minister of Publie Works
seemed to have adopted one point
which had been suggested to him, by
the Opposition, namely making the
terminus of the railway at Lake Nip-
issing and where it had been placed
bythe provisions, although he had not
r ced it at the proper place on Lake
ipissing as it first agreed, viz., the

South-east Bay. The whole difficulty
between the hon. gentleman and the
Province of Quebec, as he (Mr. Masson)
understood the case, was whether the
road should be located by the north or
by the south of Lake Nipissing. The
Parliament of Canada in 18718 voted on
this question, and it was deeided by the
inanimous vote of Lower Canada, in-

eluding Messrs. Dorion, Fournier and
every Liberal from the Province of
Quebec, that the route by the south and
WestofLake Nipissing was notthe route
Pr<0per in the interests of Lower Can-
ada. The route south and west of
Lake Nipissing formed the extreme
View of some parties interested in that

part of the country, while the route by
the extreme north by south of Mon-
treal River, might have been considered
by some as the extreme views of the-
Province of Quebee, and the intermedi-
ate view taken by the Government was-
to pass the railway by the north
of Lake Nipissing and by the
eastern border of the lake, its
terminus being at that point.
That was the difficulty between the
Government and himself (Mr. Masson)
then, and it was the difficulty now; he
knew he would not be more supported
now than two years ago. It was a,
foregone conclusion, and the best had,
to be made of it. He did not blame-
the Minister of Public Works; if there-
was nobody on the Treasury Benches.
to advocate the interests of Quebec, ho-
could not blame him. When the hon.
the Minister of Public Works entered
the Government, he said: "J will enter
the Government with my views and
ideas, and will determine the route-
shall pass by the south and west of
Lake Nipissing." The whole of Lower
Canada had said " the route should
pass by tbe east of Lake Nipissing,"
in order to have that route by the
north shore of the Ottawa, which was
now lost forever. At present, how-
ever, Canada had not even an inch of
the subsidized branch. Sir George Car-
tier said: " The railwAy shall pass north
of Lake Nipissing, making a curve in
favor of Ontario towards the south;
but the railway will be completed by
the north shore of the Ottawa from
Hull, and will reach, not the terminus,.
but the junction of the railway north
of Lake Nipiesing, thereby really giV'-
ing to the great Pacific Railway that
character which it should have of
bringing, in as direct a route as possible,
the trade of the west from the north
of Lake Superior to its sea ports, Mon-
treal and Quebec. If, however, Cana-
dians wished to be sectional, they might
require the road to pass fit ty miles
more to the north of the OtI ara, which
would give a straight line from Lake
Superior to Montreal." Sir George
Cartier yielded a part of that, and con-
sented to a compromise,' placing the
road, as it had been placed, more fav-
ourably to Ontario than the topography
of the county entitled it to. The hon.
the Minister of Public Works had
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caused examinations to be made from
Cantin's Bay to Pic River. What was
the use of those examinations if it was
not the intention of the Govern ment to
continue the line from French River
to Pic. In that case the whole of
Lower Canada's case was gone through
the will of the hon. the First Minister,
and the consent of hon. gentlemen Op-
posite from Quebec. He (Mr. Masson)
deeply regretted the energy of the hon.
the Minister of Public Works, because
fie had imposed his will where, certain-
ly, if other persons bad been in the
place of those gentleman, he would not
have imposed it. Ie (Mr. Masson)
could only protest, as he did last year,
against that decision. But the hon.
gentleman said they wanted connec-
tion with the Georgian Bay. What
the Province of Quebec required was
not so much connection with the Geor-
gian Bay as to be secure of the direct
route of the Pacific Railway in the
future. He (Mr. Masson) had told the
hon. gentleman, two years ago, that
the old plan was the one in the inter-
ests of Lower Canada, and the one
which ought to be followed; but,
if it was a foregone conclusion, that
that plan was to be abandoned, he thon
begged the hon. gentleman to fall back
on his own programme of 1874, when
he came to the electors in Lower Cana-
da and asked the people for their votes
by saying he wd6id subsidize Unes in
Lower Canada and Ontario. How was
this pledge carried out? 1t appeared
as if Lower Canada was a limit
which could not be reached by this
Government Railway. Instead of con-
necting at Renfrew, our road could
now connect at Pembroke with
the Canada Central. Why did
the hon. gentleman not, at least, take
the subsidized line through the Pro-
vince of Quebe, ?

MR. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman will remember that we agreed
to start an improved survey when we
accepted the line. He had mentioned
to the louse it was the intention and
desire of the Government to aid in the
connection across the river.

MR. MASSON said he knew that
would reach the Ottawa, but would not
go an inch in Lower Canada. He
asked the hon. gentleman to fulfil bis

MR. MA880N.

own plan, that plan by which the hon.
memoer for South Bruce said he was
obliged to stand, especially in relation
to the Georgian Bay Branch, and build
the railway in Lower Canada as well
as in the Province of Ontario. No;
the hon. gentleman would either stop
at Renfrew, not going so far as Ottawa,
or would stop at Pembroke, and tell
the people of Lower Canada: " I am
sorry to be supposed to be sectional,
but we had rights acquired by the al-
iost unanimous consent of this House,

and when I do plead the interests of
my Province, I am only asking for
justice, to build their own connection."
The hon. gentleman would not come
to the help of the Local Government
of Quebec to build the line. ie said
the old company which would bave
benefitted by that was no longer in
existence. How did he know that this
company which asked him to subsidize
that line by the valley of the Ottawa
would not be to-day in existence if he
had tendered it the help he extended
to the Canada Central Company, which
comprised more of his own political
friends? When he (Mr. Masson) asked
the hon. gentleman to bring the rail-
way to the east shore of Lake Nipis.
sing, was his intention only to reach
Lake Nipissing? No; it was part of
the greater scheme which he proposed,
and which met the approbation of
many hon. members opposite. His
scheme was a broader one than that of
the hon. gentleman. He (Mr.Masson)
said: " You want to reach the waters
of Georgian Bay. Well, instead of
building that branch from Lake Nipis-
sing t French River, continue the
plan you have begun. You have
begun by saying you had to improve
the navigation of the river some 20
miles, continue your plan; bring the
Georgian Bay Branch to Lake Nipis-
sing, spend some 6850,000 in extending
water communication up to the eastern
part of Lake Nipissing, instead of
spending that monoy on the Branch
Railway. By that course, you will
have acted to good purpose. You wll
have extended the water commuies-
tion. your pet scheme, by some 80 Or
90 miles." What was the use of the
hon. gentleman's plan to-day? What
benefit was it to Lower Canada thathO
reached the waters of Lake Nipi4eiig,
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if ho did not canalize the river which
led to it? The only advisable plan
to-day, though it would not be nearly
as favourable to Lower Canada as the
first one, was, the one which he
(Mr. Masson) had begged the hon.
gentleman to adopt two years ago, and
which met the approval of many hon.
gentlemen, namely, to build a canal
from French River to Lake Nipissing,
to put the terminus at the furthest
end of the Lake, the south-east
bay, instead of the south bay,
to subsidize Ihe line of railway which
he approved then, and give Lower
Canadâ a chance of having a railway
to the north of Nipissing. The hon.
gentleman's plan to-day was against
that idea. The hon. gentleman had
repeated to-day in the face of his
friends from Lower Canada, as re-
corded from the Jansard, that bis idea
had always been to pass by the south
of Lake Nipissing which he thought
was the best route and which would
be accomplished. None of the hon.
gentleman's supporters, from Lower
Canada protested against that route
which they had all objected to in 1872.
He (Mr. Masson) did not blame the
hon. gentlerdan for having gained bis
point, but he blamed the Ministerialists
from Lower Canada for not having
made an effort, for not having pro-
tosted against this route being adopted,
for not having said a word in favour of
his (Mr. Masson's) proposition which
they knew the Province of Quebec ap-
proved, as they had themselves
approved of it in the past.

MR. HUNTINGTON said the late
Government had intended to carry out
exactly what the Premier was now
carrying out; but the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Masson) felt compelled to con-
demn it, because, in his position of
leadersbip, ho must say something
which might serve as a rallying cry
for his friends in Lower Canada. This
extension of the Canada Central Rail-
way was what Lower Canada had
asked for in the desire to reach the
wa ers of the great west, and which
the late Government had themselves
initiated. The hon gentleman simply
desired to raise a sectional cry.

MA. TUPPER said if there was one
gentleman more than another, who

was least likely to be charged with
sectional views, it was the bon. mem-
ber for Terrebonie; and it was a pecu-
liar thing that the only charge of sec-
tionalism in favour of his own Province
made -against him should come from
gentlemen from the same Province. It
showed a remarkable disinterestednese
on the part of the gentlemen who made
the charge. The hon. gentleman (Mr.
Masson), however, was quite justified
in pointing out that the route on the
Quebec side was the most advan-
tageous. He (Mr. Tupper) did not in-
tend to enter into a long and vain dis-
cussion at this advanced stage of the
Session, because be knew it was useless.
He might say, however, that it was a
pity that measures of such great im-
portance should be brought down so
late in the Session. He regretted the
previous policy of the Government,the.
only vestige of which now left was the
$109,000 which had been thrown away.
But this proposition was decidedly an
improvement on the proposal of four
years ago. He wished, however, to.
question the advisability of extending
the line beyond the south and east. of
Lake Nipissing towards French River,
in the face of the scheme of canaliza-
tion, by which it was stated that
for $886,000 the navigation of
the Georgian Bay could be
connected with Lake Nipissing,
Ie trusted that the First Minister
would pause at the terminus of the
Canada Central, and consider whether
it was not advisable to build no further
in the direction of the Georgian Bay,
and to take advantage of the scheme of'
canalling, by N hich a great saving
could be effected. He also wished to.
direct the attention of the Prime Min-
ister to the advantage of getting a
complete communication across the
North. West during the summer as well
as winter. This could be done by
building a line to connect the terminus
south and east of Nipissing with the
line from Thunder Bay and Red River..
Had the Pacifie Railway been carried
out as originally intended, there would
have been no necessity to subsidize any
line from Toronto to Ottawa to connect
with it. Before sitting down ho wished
to ask the Mini4er if he had in this
case satisfied himself as to the ability
of the parties with whom he was con-
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tracting to carry on the work This
he would remem»ber was a precaution
whieh he had to, confess lie had neg-
lected to make in a previous case.

MR. MACKENZIE: I never made
sucli confession.

MR. TUPPER: Yes; I asked the hon.
gentleman in the Public Accounts
Committee whether he had taken any
measures to satisfy himself that the
parties were able to complote the work,
and ho had to confess that ho had not.

MR. MACKENZIE: I made no con-
fession.

Ma. TUPPER : Yes ; I am in the
judgment of the House.

Ma. MACKENZIE: So am I, as to
what is a confession.

Ma. TUPPER said that if the hon.
gentleman considered the word confes-
sion offensive, ho would say that he
admitted that , h.e had assumed,
rather than ascertained, the ability of
ho parties to carry out contract.

He desired the hon. gentleman to give
the House some assurance that he
would satisfy himself of the ability of
the parties before they received any of
the public moncys. There was a
clause to which exception, he thought,
might fairly be taken; that was the
mode of payment on rails deli vered.
He maintained that the authority the
ýGovernment had to make any pay-
ment for rails delivered was to be
taken in connection with the evidence
that the contractors were carrying on
the work vigorously to completion,
and would complote it within the
time. If, under this clause, the hon.
gentleman could do what ho did before,
the House ought to alter it. He did
propose to criticize the other change,
giving the option of payment in bonds
of the company, but it would have to
be taken in connection with other
parts of the contract. He assumed
that the arrangements had been made
by the Government, and that they
were in a botter position to submit it
to the Flouse now thon they were
when the Opposition took well
founded objections to their previons
policy.

Ma. TupPi.

Ma. McDOUGALL (South Ienfrew)
said he thought the Bonnechère River
route should not have been abandoned
by the Government without further
information than they now possessed.
The only information which they had
as to the new route, was, as it appeared
to him, just the same as they formerly
had with regard to the Bonnechère
route, namely, the walking over the
road of a competent person. It
seemed that Mr. Murdoch had walked
over the route from Pembroke, west-
ward to Lake Nipissing. Mr. Hazle-
wood did the same over the Bonnechère
route, and ho thouglit Mr. Hazlewood
was as competent to form an opinion
as Mr. Murdoch. He thought an in-
strumental survey of both routes
should have been made before any
decision was arrived at. He could
quite understand that a great deal of
pressure had been brought to bear by
the Province of Quebec in this matter,
and, of course, the people of
that Province had a right to
be heard. ie thought a very strong
point in favour of the Bonnechère
route was that the Prime Minister's
information led him to believe that
the route would be shorter than the
other. He was afraid, however, that
seeing that the hon. member for Cum-
berland favoured the change made by
the Prime Minister, his (Mr. McDou-
gall's) constituents would see that
they had no particular persons in this
House to look to for sympathy. He,
however, desired to bear testimony to
the difficulties which ho believed any-
one occupying the position of Minister
of Public Works must encounter in
such a matter as this. From his point
of view it would be useless to imagine
that everything that a person occupy-
ing the hon. gentleman's position
would do would be the best thing that
could be done in the public interest.
This would be expecting more than
was reasonable from the hon. gentle-
man. It 'was as gratifying to him as
to anyone in the House that the hon.
the Minister of Public Works had not
only been able to answer all attacks on
him as to personal dishonesty to the
satisfaction of everybody in the coun-
try, but those made upon him with
reference to the want of judgment and
interest in the -public works of the
country.

[COMMONIS.] Baßlway Company,
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Mp. DESJARIDINS said the, hon.
inember for Cumberland had stated
that if there was a member in this
Hlouse who was above the accusation of
being sectional, it was certainly his
hon. friend from Terrebonne; but he
,(Mr. Desjardins) would go further, and
say that if there was a member who
had not the right to accuse any mem-
ber of being sectional it was the hon.
the Postmaster-General. When the
hon. gentleman uttered the word sec-
tionalism, no one could help remem-
bering what that hon. gentleman had
himself done in this direction in their
Province. The bon. member for Shef-
ford said that no one opposed the
policy actually proposed by the First
Minister regarding the location of the
Toute to the south of Lake Nipissing ;
but he would show by the Votes
and Proceedings of 1872 that
when Mr. Blake, seconded by Mr.
Mackenzie, moved that to the'words
* the line from the terminus east of
Lake Nipissing should extend from
-some point at or near Lake Nipissing
on the south shore," be added " passing
if practicable south and west of the said
Jake," it was strongly opposed ; and
amongst the hon. members who voted
.against this proposition, were the
names of Messrs. Barthe, Richard,
Bourassa, Cheval, Coupal, Delorme,
Dorion, Fournier, Geoffrion, Holton,
Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer and Pouliot.
An9ther sectional motion was made on
-the same occasion by Mr. Dorion,
seconded by Mr. Holton ; when the
Province of Quebec, through the great
majority of its representatives was
willing to compromise with Ontario,
and select the south shore of Lake Nip-
issing as the terminus of the Pacifc
lRailway. Mr. Dorion asked that the
ter&inus should be located on the fur-
ther east shore of the Ottawa River,
and those who voted in favour of this
proposition were Béchard, Bourassa,
'Cheval, Coupal, Delorme, Dorion, For-
tin, Fournier, Geoffrion, Godin, lol-
ton, Joly, Pâquet, Pelletier and Smith
(Westmoreland). This proved, he
thought, that if sectionalism existed
anywhere, it was on the part of the
Liberais then, and not on the part of the
Conservatives of the Postmaster Gen-
eral, favoured the great political policy
which had been advocated by his hon.

friend from Terrebonne, since ho (Mr.
Desjardins) had had the pleasure of
hearing the hon. gentleman speak in
this House. The hon. the Postmaster
General bas also donied that-that policy
was Sir George Cartier's policy in 1872.
A letter from Sir HLugh Allan, then
President of the Canada Pacific Rail-
way Conpany, to the Secretary of
State at Ottawa, which ho would read,
would show the value of such denial as
we find in bis documents, the whole of
the policy adopted by Sir George Car-
tier, now advocated since that time by
his friend from Terrebonne (Mr.
Masson) and the Conservative party of
the Province of Quebec.

"OFFICE OF THE CANADA PACIFIc RAILROAD
" MoNTREAL, 9thl July, 1872.

"SIR,-With reference to the last cornmu-
nication addressed to you, by the Secretary
of this Company, advising that the Company
was now prepared to accept of the contract
for the building of the Pacifie Railroad, on
the terms and conditions authorized'in the
Act of Parliament,-I have now the honour to
state, that f the building of the Pacifie Rail-
road is given to this Company, it will agree,
with such assistance as may be obtained
from the Governments of Ottawa and Quebec
or such other assistance as may be given us,
to build a branch railroad froi some point
on the main line of the Pacifie Railroad, near
and north of Lake Nipissing, to Hull, oppo-
site Ottawa, there to connect with the
Northern Colonization Railroad. This
route will cross the Ottawa at Deep River or
some other point as far up on the north
shore of the Ottawa, in the Province of
Quebec, as the nature of the country will
admit.

" This Company will also agree, with such
assistance as we may obtain from the Gov-
erninent of Ontario, or other assistance that
may be given us, to build another branch
railroad from the Nipissing terminus of the
Pacifie Railway, to suclh a point in the
Province of Ontario, as will connect the
Pacific Railroad with the railway system
leadmng to Toronto and other parts of
Ontario."

IHere was a Dominion policy, and when
they desired to see sectionalism ex-
hibited, they had to go to hon. gentle-
men opposite. These facts answered
pretty thoroughly the remarks of the
hon. the Postmaster Genoral. They
were promised this year the sum of
$100,000 to build the Georgian Bay
Branch Railway. HIe did not consider
this a serious vote, because it was well
known from the expenses incurred,
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merely by the surveys, that the Gov-
ernment could not go very far with
8100,000. His impression was, the
first Session of next Parliament would
see this sum proposed as a
revote, and that not one cent
would be spent. He believed that
it would have the same fate as the
vote for $1,000,000, which was voted
during two years, 1874 and 1875, to
show that there was some semblance of
sincerity in the promises which had
been made on the hustings in the Pro-
vince of Quebec during the general
election in 1874; and now that we
were on the eve of a new election, the
Government came down and proposed
this vote, to show the electors of the
Province of Quebec that their anxiety
in this direction was now as great as
ever, thinking that their former con-
duct would be wholly forgotten. This
vote was not sufficient, and he did not
believe that it would be devoted to the
end in question, but would seem only to
Liberals that the claims of the Province
of Quebec had not altogether been set
aside by the present Government.

it. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
that lie did not propose offering any
opposition to the motion now before
the House, nor to criticize the action
of the Government in changing the
route from that contemplated by the
Order-in-Council of 1874. The grand
object which he and those who thought
with him desired, and which should
actuate the Government in reference to
the construction of the road, was the
obtaining of the best and cheapest line
for the carrying of the products of the
great North-West to the seaboard, and
it rested with the Government, and the
Minister of Public Works particularly,
who had special charge of the Depart-
ment, to be guided by such informa-
tion as was in his possession concerning
the particular route which would best
accomplish this objeet. He had no
hesitation in saying that the contem-
plative change of route would be
greatly advantageous to the people of
the Province of Quebec, as they would
obtain much easier communication
with the Canada Pacifie Railway than
would have been the case had the
original project been carried out.
Though ho did not pretend to any

Ma. DZSJAEDINS.

engineering knowledge, he ventu"ed to
say that whilst it might be possible to
carry the road to the mouth of the
Matawan, on the north shore of the
Ottawa, from bis knowledge of the
country it would be almost impracti.-
cable to follow that route beyond the
mouth of Deep River. The proposition
made by the Government to go on with
this work, he thought, should have the
support of all the members represent-
ing constituencies in the Ottawa Valley,
though it was true that the Government
had been somewhat dilatory in
carrying out this undertaking,
which they were bound to
consider, Irom the sentiments
expressed by the Premier, one of very
great importance. This work, under
the Order-in-Council of 1874, should
have been completed by lst January,
1877; it had been postponed for a great
length of time, but tardy and dilatory
as the Government had shown them-
selves to be in this matter, if they now
intended to carry out this particular
wofk, he thought that they deserved
the thanks of the representatives of
the section interested. He quite agreed
with the hon. member for Hochelaga,
that the bond, fides of the Government
was not very strongly indicated by the
small vote placed in the Estimates for
this purpose. It seemed to hii that if
the Government honestly intended to
carry out this work they would have
placed a very much larger sum in the
Estimates.

Ma. MACKENZIE : The hon. gen-
tleman made the same mistake as the
hon. member for Hochelaga. This
Order-in-Council is merely to autho-
rize the Government to pay a certain
subsidy ; the $100,000 is for the expen-
diture on the branch west of the sub-
sidized line, which is provided for in
Order-in-Council before the House.

Ma. MASSON: There is no subsidy-

Ma. MACKENZIE': Oh ! yes, there
1s.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT : After ratifi-
cation by Parliament.

MR. WHITE said that this onlY
made matters all the worse. The hon.
gentleman had taken no vote for ther
Canada Central Railway Extension-
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There was a vote, it was true, for
a work which the hon. gentleman did
not say he proposed to go in with this
year, but there was no vote for the
purposes for which he asked the
House to ratify this Order in Council.
Regarding one paragraph of this Order-
in-Council he would like to have some
information from the bon. the Minis-
ter of Publie Works. It was as
follows:-

" That the proposition ofthe Canada Central
Railway Company to extend the line to such
a point as may be selected by the Govern-
ient as the terminus of the Canada Pacifie

Railway-at-<r near the crossing of the Nipis-
sing Road at the South-East Corner of Lake
Nipissing for the sum of one million and
four hundred and forty thousand dollars
($1,440,000) should be accepted, upon the
condition as to grades, recommended by the
Chief Engineer-and that the total pay ment
to be made shall not, under aay circum-
stances, exceed the sum of twelve thousand
dollars ($12,000) per mile.

" That the Company shall, within three
months of the ratification of this Order-in-
Council by the House of Commons, satisfy
the Minister of Public Works that they have
entered into a bona fidecontract,or contracts,
for the building of the Railway, and bave
provided sufficient means, with the Govern.
ment bonus, to secure the completion of the
line-and also that the Company shall, from
the date of such contracts, make continuous-
ly such progress as will justify the hope of
the completion of the line within the time
mentioned."

Was the House to understand that the
time mentioned in which the work
was to be completed meant three years
from 10th February, 1877, or three
years from the date of the ratification
of the Order-in-Council. It did not
appear to be very explicit on this point.
Although the Order-in-Council specified
that the work was to be done
upon a certain plan with certain
grades and curves specified by the
Engineer-in-Chief, yet, there was no
stipulation regarding the quantity of
these rails which were to be used on
this particular line. If lie understood
the policy of the Government with re-
ference to the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way proper, it was to be a first-class
road and built with steel rails from
One end to the other, and the propos-
ition now before the House was te
ratify an Order-in-Council granting a
subsidy to a road without any stipula-
tion as to the quality of rails to be used,
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and over which the whole of the traffic
of the Canadian Pacific Railway was
expected to pass. HIe ventured to say
that if the rails now lying at Renfrew,
and on which the Government had
made a payment were used on this road,
it would be very far from being at all
equal to such a road as one which was
so largely subsidized with public
money should be. The position in this
Order-in-Council, as he understood it,
did not increase the amount ofsubsidy,
although the distance was greater from
Pembroke to the point proposed as the
eastern terminus of the Canada Pacific
Railway than the distance formerly in
question. He thought that the Min-
ister of Public Works might very fairly
consider the proposition made by the
hon. member for Terrebonne and
the bon. member for Cumber-
land. With regard to the canalization
of French River, this would not only
save a very large sum of money, but
also carry out what had long been
contemplated by the different Govern-
ments of this country, and what he
thought must, some time or other, be-
come an accomplished fact. Further
than this, the Premier had not decided,
as he understood it, that the part of
the road leading from the terminus on
Lake Nipissing, down to Cantin's Bay
could be, or would be, utilized in the
further construction of the road to the
head of Lake Superior. If the hon.
gentleman was not satisfied that the
Georgian Bay Branch could be utilized
on the main line, he ough t to give some
consideration to the suggestions made
with refe.ence to the canalization of
French River.

Ma. PLUMB said that the First
Minister had stated that the late Mr.
Foster had, in his lifetime, failed to
fulfil his contract. It was well under-
stood, two or three years ago, that Mr.
Foster had given up his contract, and
received from the Government a very
large sum which had been put up as
security for the fulfilment of his con-
tract, which had been undertaken
without the slightest knowledge of the
country over which this road was to
be built; and this was done whon hon.
gentleman opposite taunted hon. men-
bers of the Opposition with having
agreed to build a railway without
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having proper engineering knowledge
regarding it, when there was pressure
on the country to build such a line. It
might be, and ho did not doubt that
would be, ultimately desirable to build
this road; but such was the haste
shown, that the arrangement was made
in November, 1874, and carried out by
an Order-in-Council in March, 1875.
The toi ms which bad now been made
with the Canada Central, were nearly
identical with those which were made
before, and ho had no doubt that if the
change of route, if the money had to
be expended, and the work done now
was desirable, so far as it took up what
might be called the parlianentary line,
and brought the western terminus to
the point where connection with Can-
tin's Bay might be made, the subsidized
line would be simply extended, making
the outer line, to be built by the Gov-
ernment, so much the shorter. The
First Minister had stated that a lino
could be run from there to Pic River,
and, if so, he could not see the necessity
for laying out a large sum of money in
opening a connection from that port to
the mouth of French River. le did
not see that there was any prospect of
a considerable amount of trade coming
down by the water stretches. It was
not likely that a system of this kind
could have any large amount of busi-
ness, when there was another large
competing system. The equipment of
this lino was very important, and could
not be too emphatically brought to the
attention of the House. Any route
subsidized by the Government, should
be laid with steel rails, which was to
be part of a lino in which the Govern-
ment was interested, and over which
must necessarily pass the traffic
of the West. If there was anything
in this lino at all, over it the
bulk of the traffic of the Canadian
Pacific Railway was to come; and it
should be insisted upon that this road
should be laid with steel rails. The
First Minister Lad made a very strong
argument in the louse in favour of re-
laying the Intercolonial Railway en-
tirely with steel rails; and had said
that part of the road laid with iron
could not be successfully operated
when the other portion was laid with
steel. Great objection was raised to
the taking up of iron rails not worn

MR. PLrMB.

out, but the First Minister said that
this was absolutely necessary to ensure
the successful operation of the road.
This was much more necessity in this
case, as this road would form the inter.
mediate link in the eastern and most
important section of thePacific Railway.
Perhaps the subsidy should be some-
what larger; but it was evident
that no road laid with iron
could be first-elass; and he would look
with more suspicion on this road in
tibs relation than on any road in
Canada. Again, there were four or
five ways in which payments of the
subsidy could be obtained, and each
one was of a more favourable eharac-
ter to the contractor than the one
contalned in the previous contract.
Every one of them, in some way or
other, weakened the position and hold
of the Government upon the people,
who would build the road. In the
first place payment was for every 20
miles completed. Now it was for
every 10; and a larger proportion of
money was to be paid as the work pro-
gressed, and not only so, but there was
actually a provision by which the
Government should pay out money to
the road on more ballasting and grad-
ing, wcrk of the most inferior charac-
toi-, which did not involve the final
completion of the lino ; and the Gov-
ernment might find itself in the diffi-
culty of either losing altogether what
was advanced or of completing the
road. They were told that the com-
pany would have the option of requir-
ing the Government to guarantee the
interest on ils bonds. Nothing could
be more objectionable than for the
Government to mix itself up at all
with the bonded debt of a railway
company over which it had no control.
The bonds would be sold with the
Government guarantee, and in conse-
quence of this a higher price would
be obtained. The guarantee might be
for a certain number of years, but the
Government did not undertake to pay
the bonds, though holdors would
naturally suppose that the Government
was in some way or other responsible.
The Government would thus be plaOed
in a false position, and if everything
was to be paid it should be so paid as
to ensure the fulfilment of the contract
and the building of a first-class road.
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Not a dollar should be expended on
this contract, except as the work went
ýon, and this should be done
in such a wav as to ensure
the absolute completion of the
work. Railway building was now
hazardous, and great railway proprie-
tors and contractors had met with very
serious losses. Many of them were not
in the condition they used to be. le
did not see that the Government, in
naking this contract, had secured
themselves in any way. Every dollar
of this subsidy would be thrown away
unless-the road was completed. It was
perfectly certain that if a large amount
was expended on the mere grading and
preliminary parts of construction,
the Government would be in the posi-
tion of suffering loss if the road was
not completed. They had put them-
selves, so far is could be seen, in the
way of every possible trap that an
acute railway contractor could set for
them; and in this regard the contract
needed the most careful revision. He
was mistaken if, before they were
through with this, they did not find
that there were points which should
have been guarded; and that some of
these were those to which be called
attention. He had reason to suppose
that there was a very grave reason
which had induced the Government to
make a contract in the first place, by
which the Government had lost, at
least, $100,000, at all events, ar-
rangements should be so made as to
ensure the road being first-class, as
compared with the road with which it
was intended to connect.

MR: LAURIER said that while hon.
gentlemen opposite on every occasion,
pretended to rise above sectionalism,
they never lost one occasion of making
a sectional point. and of raisirig sec-
tional feeling against the Govern-
ment. The hon. member for Terre-
bonne had been particularly happy in
his denunciations of sectionalism and in
claiming for himself that he looked on
every question only from a national
standpoint; and yet the whole position
of the hon, gentleman and the gist
of his criticism, and, in fact, its very
language, simply amounted to this:
that the hon. gentleman objected to the
resolution for no other reason than be-
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cause the subsidized portion of the rail-
way happened to be located on the
Ontario side of the Ottawa River and
not on the Quebec side. If the contrary
were the case, the hon. gentleman
woild have nothing to say. The hon.
gentleman complained bitterly of the
Quebec supporters of the Government
as being remiss in the performance of
their duty, in not insisting that the
subsidized section should be built on
the Quebec side of the river. Could
anything be more sectional than that?
The hon. gentleman commenced by
declaring lie would not be sectional,
and in the next breath (the whole ob-
jection was simply a geographical one)
declared that the subsidized portion
favoured one Province instead of

.another. He regretted that the hon.
gentlemen opposite from the Province
of Quebec maintained that line of argu-
ment; in holding their present opin
ions they were slapping their own
faces and turning their backs upon
their former conduct. They quoted
the policy of Sir George Cartier on
this point. The policy of Sir George
Cartier and of the whole Conservative
party on this point was precisely the
same as the policy of the Government
now. In 1877, these gentlemen advo-
cated what they now repudiated. The
policy which they held to the
electors of Quebec, not only dur
ing the elections of 1872, but
previous to the e!ections, was precise-
ly that the Canada Central Railway
should be subsidized from Lake
Nipissing outwards, to connect at Huil,
Ottawa or Pontiac, with the Northern
Colonization Railway. Ie held a
speech delivered during the celebrated
clection in Montreal East, whieh was
fought chiefly upon this Pacifie Rail-
way. By their policy, the eastern
portion of the city of Montreal was to
be made practically the terminus of
the Pacifie Railway. What was their
modus operandi ? What they offered
to the people of Montreal in support
of their views, was exactly what was
row proposed. He held a speech de-
livered by a gentleman, who played a
somewhat considerable part in these
elections, Sir Hugh Allan. He ap-
peared at a meeting in the month of
August, 1872, in the eastern division
of the city, and there stated that the
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terminus of the Pacifie Railway was
to be at or near Lake Nipissing, that
negotiations were going on with a
view of constructing a branch from
that place to Hull, where it would be
tapped by the Northern Colonization
Railway, thus making the eastern
of Montreal, the real terminus of the
Pacifie Railway, and that Sir George
Cartier was in accord with him on
that point. This was the language
used at a meeting in favour of Sir
George Etienne Cartier.

MR. MASSON: Sir Hugh Allan was
not the authorized speaker for Sir
George Cartier nor for our policy.

MR LAURIER said his own im-
pression was ho was there.

MR. MASSON: He was not there.

Ma. LAURIER said, well, he un-
derstood the hon. gentleman to say
that when Sir Hugh Allan spoke as he
did, he was not authorized, and that
he did not deliver the true idea of Sir
George Etienne Cartier, whom ho re-
presented on that occasion. If so,
they had only to choose the other
alternative, that all the Conservatives
who were there, listening, were simply
deceiving the people, and endeavouring
to make a political point in favour of
their candidate. But these gentleman,
however, would not attempt to deny
the language spoken by Sir George
Cartier himself on the floor of the
louse, on the 17th February, 1872.
le stated that without the Northern
Colonization connecting with the
Canada Central vid the Canada Pacifie
Railway, the road would be an injury
to Montreal, rather than otherwise.
lis views were that the road should
be brought from Lake Nipissing
by the Canada Central Railway
to join with the Northern
Colonization Railway. At that time
this country was making itself very
industrious to establish a railroad from
Montreal to Ottawa River with the
avowed object to make connection
with the Canada Central Railway.
The policy of the Government was ex-
actly to subsidize the Canada Central
Railway and to let it be stopped by
the system of the Province of Quebec,
thus bringing all the benefit of the
road to the city of Montreal. Though

MR- LAUEIER.

these gentlemen pretended not to be
sectional, Yet when the country was
on the eve of elections, they would be
sectional; but the thing which
would work in 1872 would not per-
haps have the same effect in 1878.
In 1872 their platform was that the
policy of the Government was to sub-
sidize the Canada Central to conneet
with the Northern Colonization, but
knew their policy was altered and the
sectional point was raised that this
Governmert was doing nothing for
Quebec since it had subsidized a line
for the sole Province of Ontario in-
stead of Quebec. As far as his opinion
went it mattered very little, indeed,
whether the subsidized portion of the
road happened to be upon the soit of
Quebec or Ontario, if the effect ofthat
subsidized railroad were to bring the
traffic to the railway system of the
Province of Quebec. This is what it
was calculated to do ; it could not do
otherwise. T'ake the Railway Act of
1875 which bad created the railway
system of the Province of Quebec, and
what did it say ? The very first sec-
tion held at the policy which was being
held up by the Government. It said
there was to be a railway constructed
to commence at the Port of Quebec,
extending from deep water in the
same port via Montreal to such port
in the county of Pontiac as might be
most suitable to connect hereafter that
railway with the subsidized portion of
the Canada Central Railway. Thus
the Legislation of Quebec, when it
establibhed its railway system confirm,
ed the position of the Government.
It was not without astonishment that
he saw gentlemen opposite taking the
position they now took. Of course, we
were on the eve of elections and this
would be made a cry at the next elec-
tions. It would be the very reverse
of what was said in 1872. Then these
gentlemen said to the people of Mon-
treal that the Central Railway should
be connected with the Canada Central.
Now, the cry would be that the repre-
sentativesof the Province of Quebec
had been reniss in their duty in not
forcing the Government to subsidize a
line upon the soi], a few acres upon
the soit of Qaebec, instead of subsidiz-
ing a few acres on the Ontario side of
the River Ottawa. Ie trusted the



Railway Company.

people of Quebec would understand
this question, and would support the
policy of the Governmont.

MR. LANGEVIN said the hon.
gentleman began his speech by
taking to task the bon. members
for Terrebone (Mr. Masson) and
Hochelaga (Mr. Desjardins) saying
that they would fnot take a broad view
of a question of this kind, that they
looked to sectionalism before anything
else. It would have been a great ad-
vantage to the Province of
Quebec for the Eastern por-
tion of Canada, if the hon.
gentleman and his colleagues,
from the Province of Quebec in this
Government, had been a little more
sectional than they had been. If sec-
tionalism meant to be in favour of a
policy which would not only develope
the other Province, but would also de-
velope the Province of Quebec, his hon.
friends from Terrebonne and Hoche-
laga were sectionalists. They did not
wish that every other Province might
advocate improvements, and their inter-
ests not be looked after. Everything
good and profitable to the other Pro-
vinces should be voted; on the other
hand, the member of the Opposition
from the Province of Quebec expected
a reciprocity ; more than that, they
expected that the hon. gentleman who
represented that Province in the Gov-
ernment would not close their eyes
and shut their cars to its petitions and
,claims, but that, while they advocated
the interests of the other Provinces,
they would also look after the contents
of their own. The hon. gentleman said
that all this trouble was about a mere
geographical objection; that meant
the hon. gentleman had no objection,
would never complain so long as the
Central Railway, or any other work,
went from one end of the Province to
the other. . Whether it went through
the other side of our line or not, he
would not complain. Whether a dollar
was expended in his own Province or
iot was a matter of indifference, pro-
vided he could see it from his own
windows. Quebec was not jeal-
Ons of the good fortune of On-
tario, but could not be blind
by its own interests. The Province of
Quebec had gone into debt to the

amount of ten to twelve million dollara
to complete the railway from Quebec
to Hull ; and whilst the Dominion
Government had to build a railway
which might connect with it, they re-
fused to build a mile of railway in that
Province. No ; Quebec had to build
every mile of railway at its own cost,
and yet this Government built every
mile of the railway, Dominion work,
towards which Quebec contributed like
others, on the territory of the other
Provinces. He did not complain of the
Government building railways else-
where, but they should have helped
Quebec. When they saw Quebec ex-
pending such a large sum of money,
running into debt to that amount, they
should have helped it, by giving a sub-
sidy to the line from Portage du Fort
or Deep River. But, no; nothing was
done. The representatives from that
Province supporting the Government
did not say a word about it. They re-
mained silent, or, whenever thoy
opened their mouths, it was to say they
had no claim; the Province of Quebec
need not apply for a dollar from this
Government. But the railways built
by Quebec were not only for that Pro-
vince, they benefitted Ontario as well,
which to-day used the railways con-
stantly, and which tended to the de-
velopment of Ontario. The Dominion
Government should have answered the
call of the Quebec Legislature to help
them in their great railway undertak-
ings. The hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue said the hon. gentlemen on.
this side of the House were slapping
their own faces and turning their
backs on their own professions. le
(Mr. Langevin) was glad the time had
come when the hon. gentleman now,
after having abused Sir George Etienne
Cartier when he was living, having
declared that he should be bunted out
of public life, after having abused bis
policy, came down to this House and
said: Our policy is the policy of Sir
George Cartier. If that were the case,
why did they abuse and drive him out
of the Province at the elections of
1812. But the policy of the Govern-
ment, though the hon. gentleman
might say so, was not the policy of Sir
George Cartier. Sir George's polcy
was not only to make Montreal the
eastern terminus of the railway, but he
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wished to have that railway to go up
by the Ottawa, and, as far as possible,
on the territory of Quebec and then to
cross Ottawa where suitable, and to
continue to the east end of Lake Nip-
issing, and not at.the south end of the
the lake. Not only that; ho and the
Government of which he was such a
distinguished member, bad the ictea
that that route should be extended
west, and not stop at Lake Nipissing.
The Government, however, thought it
was better to build a little bit of rail-
way here, and another little bit there.
They were building two sections from
Fort William to the west, then they
left a tract without a lino, and built
another bit farther up. That was the
good policy of this Government, what
they called the policy of Sir George
Cartier. The policy of Sir George
Cartier and his Government was to
build a railway from one end to the
other, as fast as possible, not bits by
bits, here and there, but one continuous
line, all our own territory, and not to
pass through the United States and be
a tributary to a foreign power. The
hon. gentleman had attermpted to quote
a speech or a letter of Sir George Car-
tier's in 1872 in Parliament. The hon.
gentleman should bave remembered
that at that time the railway was only
being talked of, there was no settled
plan and no contract given, and there-
fore the expressions of opinion on
both sides of the Hcuse were mere cx-
pressions of opinion. They were
then only discussing the project.
But when the scheme became ma-
tured, Sir George Cartier saw
it should be one which would com-
mend itself to the whole Dominion,
and that we should have as short a
line as possible from the eastern to the
western terminus. If quotations fron
letters of speeches of bon. gentlemen
en this side of the House were to be
indulged in, ho might as well quote
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
against himself. le said at the time,
referring to the connection at Lake
Nipissing, that it was a mistake, that
it would serve no purpose as far as its
navigation was concerned.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I say so now.

MR. LANGEVIN: The hon. gentle-
nan said so now; nevertheless, he

MR. LANGEVIN.

went to Lake Nipissing. Should the.
hon. gentleman remain in power, he
would have to come to the whole of
our railway policy. He would see
that it was a mistake to begin his rail-
way at Prince Arthur's Landing in-
stead of at Nepigon Bay. He would
see it was a long piece of road useless-
ly built. This was not what the coun-
try wanted, The countrywanted a lino
from one end to the other, from east to
west, until it reached the Pacifie
Ocean. The hon. gentleman had
shown a map by which it would be
seen that the intended line would go
south of Lake Nepigon, between Lake
Nepigon and Lake Superior. It would
strike Nepigon Bay at the point where
the branch of the railway should have
been conpleted for the time being, be-
cause when the road from the last
would have come from Nepigon Bay,
that branch would have become a
main line, instead of that ho built.
The lino from Thunder Bay to the
west. What would be the conse-
quence? A large portion of that
branch would bo left south of the
main line and would not be requit-
ed, because at Nepigon Bay, Lake
Superior would be touched where there
was a good harbour, and, therefore,
that expenditure of money was not
required, and, therefore, could have
been devoted to a much botter purpose
on the main lino. The bon. the Min-
ister of Inland Revenue said there was
nothing to complain about so long as
the proposed scheme brought the traffic
to the Province of Quebec. The peo-
ple of Quebec did not complain that
the railway would bring the traffic to
the Province of Quebee, but what they
complained of was that the Govern-
ment did not help their railway under-
taking. He (Mr. Langevin) saw the
words "entire completion " in this Or-
der-in-Council. Now " entire comple-
tion " meant the railway not only com-
plote with the iron and rails, but also
with the rolling stock. He wished to
know whether " entire completion "
meant that the road would not only be
built, but kept in running order.

MR. MACKENZIE: Yes, certainly.

MR. LANGEVIN said ho must warn
the hon. gentleman, in the interest of
the country, not to have this as it Was.
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lie would warn the hon. gentleman not
to pass the order as it was, for he consi-
dered the contract was a very loose one
as at present drawn. While it was
requisite to put everything into the
contract necessary to protect the public
interest, there was nothing said about
the quality of work. He agreed with
the hon. member for iNiagara that this
road should have steel rails, and not
iron rails. There was nothing said in
the contract about stations, about roll-
ing stock, or about any matter of de-
tail, an omission which would surely
involve the Government in trouble in
the fatiia The contract should con-
tain everything comprehended in the
intention underlying the granting of
the subsidy. He hoped that the Gov-
ernment would make no advances upon
rails until they were laid down on the
bed of the road.

Mr. CAMERON said that the Ontario
railways would,by the Order-in-Council,
be excluded from having running
powers over the Canada Central, which
he contended was illegal. He also
complained that the building of the
Georgian Bay Branch and the subsid-
izing of the Canada Central was part of
a scheme which would amount to a
diversion of traffic from Toronto, -Ham-
ilton and other places in favour of Mon-
treal and the Province of Quebec gen-
erally. The expenditure was one in-
jurious to the interests of Ontario.
The only way in which they could
counteract the influence of the Georgian
Bay Branch and the Canada Central
was to establish feeders to connect with
and tap those lines. In Ontario they
were doing that work already at their
own expense, and it was, therefore,
most unfair that they should be exclud-
ed from having powers. He thought
some account should be given of the
237 tons of rails which had been given,
and also that the company should be
compelled as a condition of the bonus
to lay down steel rails. He contended
that no advances should be made with
regard to rails until the rails them-
selves were laid down. 11e also ob-
jected to advances being made upon
little pieces of work here and there,
which were of no value until they were
colnnected. The advances should be
made upon continuous work only.

After the experience they had of the
loss to the country from the looseness
with which Orders-in-Couneil had been
drawn, it was their duty to see that
the same difficulties and losses did not
recur. He mo ved in amendment.

"That all the words after "that" to the end
of the said motion be left ont, and the follow-
ing words inserted instead thereof;-

"'In the opinion of this House no subsidy
should be granted to the Canada Central
Railway Company for the.construction of a
Railway to connect with the Eastern Ter-
minus of the Canada Pacific *ailway, or the
Georgian Bay Branch thereof, except upon
au agreement being entered into by the Com-
pany to grnatrunning powers on terms to be
approved of by the Governor in Council to
ail Railways intersecting or connecting with
the said Railwav, in accordance with the
provisions of the Canada Pacific Railway
Act,1874'."

MR. OUIMET said ho was glad to
understand that the Province of Que-
bec was botter off under this proposal
than it was under the previous scheme
of the Government. The Minister of
Inland Revenue had been very quick
in stating that ho and his colleagues
had at last succeeded in doing some-
thing for the Province of Quebec, but
the electorsof that Province would see
that it was due, not to the Ministers,
but to nature.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said ho de-
sired to call the attention of the Gov-
ernment to what appeared to him to
be a clear departure from the law in
this Order in Council. This Order in
Council was passod under and by vir-
tue of the 14th clause of the Pacific
Railway Act, which provided :

" The Governor in Council may also grant
such bonus or bonuses, subsidy or subsidies,
to any company or companies, already in-
corporated or to be incorporated, notexceed-
ing twelve thousand dollars per mile, as will
secure the construction of the branch lines
extending from the eastern terminus of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, to connect with
existing or proposed lines of railway."

And, also, that the Governor in Coun-
cil might do, with respect to giving
other roads running powers over the
road. This empowered the Govern-
ment to grant a bonus not exceeding
$12,000 per mile to secure the con-
struction of the branch line. This
Order-in-Council proposed to do some-
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thing more; and something whieh the
Governer in Couneil had no power to
do. It granted the bonus of $12,000 a
mile to the Canada Central IRailway,
and assumed to do more. It said that
the company should have the option
not of taking the bonus of $12,000, a
mile, but of substituting for it pay-
ment, by the Government, of the in-
forest on the bonds of the company;
and, therefore, those payments might
extend over twenty or thirty years;
which the Government had no right to
do. They had no vote out of which
this money could be paid. There was
no authority in the Statute for forming
any fund out of which these payments
could be made. They had power to
grant a bonus, but no power to grant
anything more. To give the company
the option of having the interest on
their bonds paid was beyond the power
of the Government, and would be ultra
vires. He did not see how the Gov-
ernor in Council could make
another Order guaranteeing this
interest. No authority for it
existed in the statute. He thought
that this matter had been overlooked.
The proposal with regard to the pay-
ment of the rails would leave the
Government open to the same chance
of having old and bad rails foisted on
them, and of paying for what would
be useless, and of being, so to speak,
robbed. They had to pay for rails
when delivered. There was a re-
markable difference between the two
clauses,-first, the work was to be
paid for, on the certificate of the En-
gineer, that satisfactory progress was
being made, but for the rails no such
certificate was required, as lorig as
theywere delivered, the money was to
be paid.

MR. MACKENZIE: The bon.
gentleman is mistaken. All pay-
ments are to be made on the certifi-
cate of the Chief Engineer.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said that a
certificate was required, witb regard
to the work, as mentioned, but no such
certificate was required with regard to
the rails.

Ma, MA CKENZIE: Nonsense.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK soid that the
Order-in-Couneii was ,efore them, and

Ma. KIRKPATRICK.

they knew what had been done in the
past. He would not have thought it
necessary to call attention to this, if
they had a careful Government; but
experience told them that the Govern-
ment paid for rails, when not u sod
had been turned, nor the first com-
mencement of the road made, and
when they were dumped down from
six to ton or twelve miles from the
place where they should be. They
were likely to have the same thing
occur again.

MR. WOOD said that the object of
the deputation, which waited on the
Government, some three or four years
ago, when this scheme was proposed,
was not to protest against the building
of this Georgian Bay Branch Railway,
but to receive, if possible, from
this Government the building of two
lines running north from Lake Ontario
to the Canadian Pacific Railway. The
First Minister had refused the request,
and, ho thought, wisely. If this propo-
sition had been entertained, the Pre-
mier would, no doubt, have been be-
seiged by deputations from other sec-
tions, asking for similar favours; and
the people of Ontario, who paid the
larger proportion of the taxes, would
have had to pay for the lines from the
east as well. The deputation, and some
of its members wore Conservatives,
went away perfectly satisfied that the
Government was pursuing a course
which was in the interests of the coun-
try. le was not at all afraid that this
branch railway, when built, would
divert trade altogether from Kingston,
Hamilton, Toronto or London. The
merchants of these places were quite
prepared to compete with the people
of the east ; and, if tbey could not do
so with these privileges, they must
stand on one side and ]et the people of
the east do the business. The hon.
member for North Victoria had said
that it was directly against the inter-
ests of Ontario to have this branci
built; but he took a different view.
This work would necessitate the ex-
penditure of a large amount of Govern-
ment money in Ontario; it would
open up the back-bone of a c:untry
which had never been opened up before,
and would be of very great advantage to
Ontario. He was quite satisficd that
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the Ontario Government would take
the opportunity of subsidising such
roads as vould be in the interests of
the Province, to reach the Pacific Rail-
way whon it was constructed. He did
not think that this Goveru ment would
take the responsibility of preventing
the Province from connecting with
this road; and ho was quite satis-
fied that his hon. friend was
mistaken in the view ho took of
the Act of Parliament on which this
Order-in-Council was passed.

MR. BOWELL: How?
MR. WOOD said ho was quite satis-

fied that the Government would adhere
to the terms of the Act passed in 1874.
So far as Ontario was concerned, he
thought that the building of this
branch would bo in its interests and
that it would be against the interests
of the Government to entertain the
scheme of granting subsidies to the
various Provinces, in order to make
connection with the Pacifie Railway.
He, therefore, hoped that the Govern-
ment would refuse any such proposi-
tion. If the various Provinces, how-
ever, wished to do so out of thoir own
funds, let them do so.

MR. MASSON: This is a vote of
want of confidence in the Government.

MR. WOOD said that Ontario would
furnish the funds if she desired to
carry out any such project. lie merely
rose to correct the impression left on
the House by the remarks of the hon.
member for North Victoria, with refer-
ence to the deputation mentioned.

MR. McCARTHY said ho had al-
ways been opposed to the expenditure
of public money to subsidise the Cana-
da Central and build the Georgian Bay
Branch. le desired to look at this
question, not from a provincial, but
from a national standpoint. le quite
agreed with his hon. friend from North
Victoria, that the construction of this
line, the subsidising of the Canada Cen-
tral and the building of the Georgian
Bay Branch would have the effect of
diverting trade, from its natural
channels through Ontario, that
would corne from the Pacitie Rail-
way. If it was fair to the other
portions of the Dominion, and proper
and reasonable that these lines should

be subsidized, and this money ex-
pended in the interest of the whole
Dominion ho would be very sorry
to be opposed to it, but what was the
fact? We had undertaken to build
the Canadian Pacifie RailwÇay, and al]
parties had agreed that the Eastern
terminus of this road should be South
and East of Lake Nipissing. He did
not think there was any dispute to
that. He found in the Act passed in
1872 that this was pointed out as the
terminus of the road, and in the Act
passed in 1874 this same policy was
tollowed; and this had also been made
the terminus by hon. gentlemen oppo-
site. Then why, if this terminus was
to be the end of the Pacifie Railway,
should, and on what principle would
this enormous sum of money be
granted by the Dominion for the point,
in fact, of extending the Pacifie Rail-
road. Let them look at the present
position of the Pacifie Railway. For the
prosent, at all events, the Government
had practically abandoned the build-
ing of the section of this road commenc-
ing at Nipissing and going to Thun-
der Bay,so that the terminus, for many
years, of this road was to be on the
west side of Lake Superior. If this
road had an actual terminus at Lake
Nipissing it was very possible that it
might be necessary, in the intorests of
the Province of Quebec, and of the
whole Dominion, that the road should
be extended to connect, and form con-
nection, at Montreal; but for many
year to come it was quite plain that
if the policy of the Administration was
carried out the section of the road
around Lake Superior would not be
constructed. Then what would be the
effect of building this piece of road?
They were to build it all at a cost of
something near four millions, because
it would require one and a halif mil-
lions in round numbers for the con-
struction of the Georgian Bay
Branch, and two and a-half mil-
lions more in round numbers to make
the French River navigable, and we
were to expend this enormous sum of
four millions to do what ? Not to
connect the Canadian Pacifie Railway,
but to build one lino, or rather two
lines, through the Province of Ontario,
to form a connection with th&Georgian
Bay. Where was the utility of this?
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Tako the city of Montreal, and follow
the existing line of road, and what did
they find coming by the Grand Trunk
to Toronto, and from there to Colling-
wood by the Nortbern Railway-adis-
tance of about 420 miles was traversed
-that was the distance according to
this line? When w6 had spent our
four millions, how much nearer to
navigation of the commercial eentre of
the Dominion would we be? About 20
miles, as compared with the line he
had indicated; and by the Midland
Railway, branching from the Grand
Trunk, he believed that the distance
was about the same or something less,
so that to reach the Georgian Bay by
another route, which was not, and
would not be, shorter than the existing
lines of railway, of which we had quite
a number, we were now pledging our-
selves to adopt this Order-in-Council
and endorse the payment of four mil-
lions; and this was the only immediate
result, at all events, that could be
obtained from that end. If we had
abundance of money, and more than
we knew what to do with, and if this
Pacific Railway was not going to tax
all the energies of the Dominion, as we
were told time and again; if we had it
to spare, perhaps ; if we were so
pressed, and found it sodifficult to find
means to construct the Pacifie Railway,
and had British Columbia calling out
year after year, owing to the delay ex-
perienced in the construction of this
line; and if then we found that, instead
of building the section between Lake
Superior and Red River, only two dis-
connected links wore being constructed,
he thought that under these
ciroumstances they were not
justified in building this road,
not to extend the Pacific Rail-
way, but to make another line termi-
nating at Georgian Bay. For these rea-
sons which he thought were not pro-
vincial, but applied to the whole Dom-
inion, he was opposed to this road,
and the expenditure of this money now,
as be had always been, and no doubt
Ontario would have to pay a very large
portion of the expense of constructing
this road for the express purpose of
diverting traffic which otherwise would
go over their road from Collingwood,
by Midland, Southampton and Sarnia,
where there were quite a number of

Ma. McCARTEI.

means of communication between the
great West and water communication.
This was the case when the matter was
looked at from a provincial point of
view, but he did not desire to do so.
He wished to regard this
question- from a national point of
view; and if it was fair and
just for the whole Dominion to pur-
sue this policy, though it was opposed
to the interests of the particular Pro-
vince from which he had the honour to
come, he should feel bound to support
and vote for it, but because he did not
find it in the interests of the whole
Dominion that we should spend four
millions to build another disconnected
link of the Pacifie road-for call it
what they liked, it was nothing more
nor less than an extension of the Pacific
Railway, and the Government not
satisfied with having to build 2,800
miles of road wanted to build 200 more
-and because this line would be only
about 15 miles shorter than existing
lines, ho was opposed to this policy and
the Order-in-Council which had been
submitted to the Ilouse to bo ratified.
If this order was to pass, and le sup-
posed it would, he would ask the Gov-
ernment to weigh very carefully the
objections that had been urgod against
the language in which it had been
couched. A more loosely worded docu-
ment he thought it impossible to con-
ceive of. Any one provision could, he
believed, be made to bear almost two
or three constructions, and they
knew very well that if this
was the way in which the
contract based on this order was drawn
up, a good deal of difficiulty would be
created between the Government and
the contraetors of the road. Not one
dollar of this money should bo paid
until the whole road was contracted.
This was the way in which lie under-
stood that Ontario Gavernment bonus-
es were granted.

MR. DYMOND: $2,000 a mile is
the ordinary rate, not more than one
tenth the cost of the road, assumilg
the cost to be $20,000 a mile.

Ma. McCARTRY said that from
$1,000 to $4,000 a mile weregiven. If
the Government agreed with the Canada
Central, to give a bonus of $10,000 or
gl2,000 a mile, the contractors could
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finance and raise money on this
pledge, for they and financiers knew
perfectly well that this was an Act of
Parliament, and that the money could
net be in danger. If this was done
the country would be safe, and would
not have to pay the money until the
road was built. while the Company
would have the benefit of the Govern-
ment bonus, for investors were willing
to advance money on this security.
What might result if the other policy
were pursued ? Ten miles of road
only might be built, but would any
hon. gentleman vote to give $12,000
a mile the construction of ten
miles of road. He would not inti mate
that the First Minister would propose
such a thing. They would never
dream of giving a bonus unless it W as
to reach the distant terminus of the
Pacific Railroad; but only if ton miles
were built, according to this Order-in-
Council, the contractors would be ab-
absolutely entitled to 80 per cent. of
the $12,000 a mile., They could go on
and set at deflance the Government,
and they would have no power to help
themselves. Further, according to this
Order.n-Council. the contractors could
deliver their rails-it did not say
where, and they would remember that
some difficulty in this regard was ex-
perienced, with reference to the last
Order-in-Council, respecting this line,
and they paid 75 per cent on these
rails whether delivered at Montreal or
Pembroke or Ottawa. The money
in any case was to be advanced on
them, and they had no security upon
the rails theinselves. There was,
Inoreover, nothing to prevent the com-
pany disposing of the rails. H1e would
draw the attention of the the First
Minister to what appeared to be a
contradiction in terms in the Order-in-
Council in the latter part of the 4th
section. The first provided:-

" That payments be made to the extent of
eighty (80) per cent. of the said bonus of
$12,000 per mile on the completion of every
ten miles-one-half of such payment may be
advanced when work equal to five miles is
comapleted on any one section, on the certifi-
cate of the Chief Engineer that satisfactory
Progress is being made-and payment to the
extent of sixty (60) per cent. may be made
On work extending over twenty-five miles,
upon the certificate of the Chief Engineer
that such work is equal to ten miles of com-
pleted track.

And below:-

" They further recommend that payments
bo made to the extent of eighty.(80> per cent.
of the work actually executed, on the com-
pletion of every ten miles, in the proportion
which ten thousand dollars per mile bears to-
the actual cost of each section."

What was the meaning of this ? First
it was provided that 80 per cent.
should be paid on the bonus of $12,000
a mile on the completion of every ten
mi les, and further that payment to the
extent of 80 per cent. of $10,000 be,
made on work actually executed in the
proportion which $10,009 bore to the,
actual cost of each section. Did this
mean that the contractors wore to get
80 per cent. whether the work was.
completed or not ? If it meant any-
thing it meant that.

MR. MACKENZIE : That is to pro-
vide for this; it might be possible that
the company might proceed in the
construction of a number of ton miles
in places where the work was exceed-
ingly light. There we would not pay
in that case the 80 per cent., but have
the work averaged over the whole line,
and would only pay in proportion to
the value of the work done on that
particular section. One section might
cost $35,000 or $40,000 per mile while-
another might be built for $ 15,000 a
mile, and it is quite clear that if we
had not the provision we have in this,
section the Government might be in a
position which would require them to
pay out money that was not really
earned.

MR. McCARTHIY said ho was oblig-
ed for the explanation, but he must
confess that he was still in the dark.

MR. MACKENZIE : t cannot give
the hon. gentleman an understanding.

Ma. McCARITHY: Perhaps the hon.
gentleman had not any to spare. He
thought that the hon. gentleman would
have to append and not to express-the-
meaning of this portion of the Order-
in-Council. The hon. gentleman said
that some sections might cost a good
deal and others less, but this Order-in-
Council did not say that there was to
be any difference in the payments
made. It was absolute and conclusive
as far as It went. To bis mind the
portions he had quoted did not bear-
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the construction which the hon. gen-
tleman mentioned, all he regretted was,
ho could not understand or sec it with
the same eyes as those with which the
First Minister was able to look at it.

Ma. MeCALLJM said that after the
-expense which the country had with
reference to this work he was in hopes
that the Government would let this
matter rest for a while, and would de-
vote their energies on the resources of
the country to the building of the main
line. It was the policy of the Govern-
ment, if he mistook not, as announeed
by the Prime Minister to the electors
of Lam bton at Sarnia in 1873, to build
the main line of the Pacifie Railway
from Thunder Bay to Winnipeg and to
utilize the magnificent water stretches.
They had had considerable experience
with these water stretches ; and he
would propose that this portion of the
road be abandoned unless the section
through to Red River was completed.
The Premier now proposed to utilize
the water stretches from the mouth
of French River to Thunder Bay; but
what business was this Georgian Bay
Branch going to do when built.
Suppose it were built to-morrow, in
winter when they go to Georgian Bay
they could go no further : and in sum-
ner Le was sure that the undertaking

would not be profitable and the pass-
enger traffic would not pay enough to
grease the wheels. Ie pro tested
.against the Government doing any
thing of the kind. They had had ex-
perience enough already in this direc-
tion. The country had lost $41,000 in
connection with this Georgian Bay
Branch, being money paid to Mr.
Loster, to say nothing of the waste
connected with the parchase of rails
for the Canada Central. He did not
know what had become of these rails.
.Suppose that they wanted to ship
goods by rail to this part of the coun
try, they already had railways
connecting with Sarnia, Colling-
wood, .Goderieh, Siuthampton
and Kincardine, and every one of
these harbour;s was far, far piefer-
:able to going to the North of French
River, which any man acquainted with
any of these lakes would say, as it was
the worst harbour on Georgian Bay. It
was full of rocks, and could not be

Ma. MCCAaIrnY.

made in the night. Vessels had to
wait outside until daylight to enter,
Besides,the country through which this
road was to pass was rocky, and the
rocks were not flat ; they stood up on
end, and this was the country which
was to be opened up for colonization.
He did not know what could be grown
there, ind he trusted the Government,
if they had any money to spare (and he
was sure that when they had deficits,
they should not undertake any work
of this kind) they should not spend it
so that it would be of no use, as far as
the i nterests of the country were con.
cerned, for years to come. This expend-
iture could now be of no posnible use,
and, therefore, if they were to tax the
people heavily, and collect the money
of the people to build the Pacifie Rail-
way, let thom construct what would be
necessary for the use of the publicfirst,
and push on the road to Red River as
fast as possible, thus forming a connect-
ing link between Winnipeg and Lake
Superior. If this was not done soon
and the contract soon let, the work now
in progress there would be very much
damaged. The track was being laid
there now, as he understood it, thouglh
he did not know whether it was being
ballasted or not; and, under the
present circumstances, ho affirmed
that, before this link was built, ail the
ties at both ends of it would be rotten,
and then they would have to be re-
ne wed. Was it not horrible to see the
money of the people wasted in this
way ? The people would hold the
Premier responsible for this useless
exponditure. The hon. gentleman
would bo in a few days before the peo-
ple, and ho would then have to answer
for this extravagance and misappro-
priation of the people's money, which
was diverted fron the proper purposes
for whieh was intended, as stated by
the hon. gentleman himself to the
electors of the county of Lambton,
The hon. gentleman was spending the
public money improperly. In 1874
when the hon. gentleman addressed
the electors of Lambton, ho said he
would devote his services to the build-
ing of the Pacifie Railway between
Winnipeg and Lake Superior.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.
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After Recess.

MR. McCALLUM said he did not
wish to detain the House, but he would
ask the Government if they had really
considered this matter, and had come
to the conclusion that they were acting
in the interests of the public by taking
the power to expend this large
amount of money, for which be (Mr.
McCallum) believed they could get no
adequate return ? Would this expen-
diture be in the interests of the North-
West, or in the interests of coloniza-
tion ? He could not account for this
measure in any way, particularly the
Georgian Bay Branch, except as the
insane scheme of an insane Govern-
ment, and if the Government perbisted
in carrying it out, all he could do was
to raise his voice and vote against it.

Ma. DYMOND said lie wished to
notice what seemed to him to be the
remarkable position taken by the bon.
members for Victoria and Cardwell on
this question. The hon. member for
Cardwell spoke as if this policy were
something new, to which the
country was not pledged as
solemnly as it was to any part
of the Pacific Railway scheme. If lhis
hon. friend would look at the Act of
1874, he would find that the subsidized
line which should connect with the
Georgian Bay Branch was as clearly
provided for as any other part of the
Pacifie Railway system. Ie observed
also that his hon. friend found fault
with one detail of the contract, that
which provided for the payment of a
subsidy when portions of the road
were completed, and alluded to the
Province of Ontario in that respect.
le (Mr. Dymond) interrupted him in
order to point out that the subsidies
granted by Ontario formed an exceed-
ingly small proportion of the whole
cost of the road; but if the hon. gentle-
man would turn to the Ontario Railway
Act of 1871-2, he would find that pro-
vision was made for the payment of a
subsidy to any portion of such railway
when completed. It was, therefore,
Ulnecessary that the whole line should
be constructed before entitling it to the
assistance rendered by the Province of
Ontario. He undertstood this proposi-
tion was intended to give to Quebec

all the direct advantages which could
be given to her in return for ber share
of the burden of building the Pacific
Railway.

MR. MASSON: That is mighty lit-
tie, then.

MR. DYMOND said if Quebec was
ungrateful, it could not be helped. He
had beard the hon. member from Ter-
rebonne praise the generous spirit
evinced by the people of Ontario in
regard to this particular measure.

MR. MASSON: I blame the Govern-
ment, not the people of Ontario.

MR. DYMOND: The hon. gentleman
is like the Irishman who landed in
New York. No matter what measure
was proposed, he was always " agin the
Government." The Province of Que-
bec had not much to thank the hon.
gentleman's predecessors for, even with
regard to the Canadian Pacifie Railway,
of which some of them were
so proud. Whatever important
benefit other portions of the Dominion
would derive from this line, every
dollar spent on it would be expended to,
the advantage of Ontario. This measure
had received the sanction of the
Ontario Legislature, in so far as it had
actually voted a subsidy to any line
which would connect with the Georgian
Bay Branch. Every dollar spent be-
tween French River and Pembroke,
would be spent in the interests of
Ontario. Althougb Ontario bore a
little more than her share of the
burden, it must be remembered that
the whole Pacifie Railway scheme of
uniting Lake Superior with the Red
River was part of a Great Western
Canada policy. Under these circum-
stances, il did not become any member
from Ontario to complain either of
subsidizing the Canada Central Rail-
way or of building the Georgian Bay
Branch, the construction of which he
hailed with much pleasure.

Ma. BORRON said the hon. member
for Monck and others had expressed
themselves in terms of such hostility
in alluding to the Georgian Bay
Branch of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, that le felt compelled, in the in-
terest of his constituents, and of what
he regarded as the truth, to give a few
facts in response to a good 'deal of
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fiction that had been talked and written
on this subject. From these facts, hon.
gentlemen and the public would be
able to draw their own conclusions.
Comparisons had been made between
Midland City and French River, and it
had been asserted that the distance by
rail from Montreal to Midland City was
less than from Montreal to the mouth
of French River-the one being 390
miles, and the other about 410 miles.
It was inferred from this that s' far as
the traffic of our North-West Terri-
tories with all places eastward of the
Georgian Bay was concerned, Midland
City was a better point than French
River. In consequience, however, of
the proposed change in the terminus of
the Georgian Bay Branch from near
the mouth of French River to Cantin's
Bay (some twenty miles higher up the
River), the distance to Montreal would
be reduced from 410 to 390 miles,
making the length of railway from
Midland City to Montreal, and from the
proposed terminus on French River to
Montreal, nearly the same. But they
must bear in mind that the mouth of
French River was from 100 to 120 miles
nearer to Thunder Bay, Duluth and
Chicago than Midland City, and that
the saving of 100 miles of water navi-
gation was itself, not to be despised,
w hen they took into consideration the
immensity of the traffic, and the keen
competition there was to attain it.
But they had to look beyond the facili-
ties afforded by a combined water and
railway communication, with the
North-Western Territories. Every one
knows or should know, that such a
mixed communication was only avail-
able for about six months in the year,
and that during the winter season, the
only communication possible was by
railway. lie hardly thought there was
au hon. member in this flouse so
sanguine as to believe that the section
of our Canadian Pacifie Railway lying
north of Lake Superior would be com-
pleted in less than twenty-five years.
It will tax the whole energies of this
Dominion to construct the railway
from the bead-quarters of Lake
Superior to the Pacifie Ocean, and it
was impossible to predict when the
intermediate section between the
head of' Lake Superior and Lake
Nipissing could be finished. In the

MR. BoRoN.

meantime, we would be dependent on
other lines of communication passing
to a greater or less extent through
United States territory, and that for
nearly six months of each year. He
might be allowed to premise that rail-
ways were already projected from
Sault St. Marie westward along the
south shore of Lake Superior, to con-
nect with the Northern Pacifie, Duluth
and St. Pauls, and other lines radiating
from St. Pauls, and that a large grant
of public lands had been given by the
United States Government in aid of
the construction of these lines, and
they would, it was confidentially ex-
pected, be proceeded with immediately,
and completed in a few years. Should
this be so, and should the Canada
Central Railway, and G-eorgian Bay
Branch be extended to French River,
as now projected, there could be no
question whatever, that the only re-
maining link (180 miles in length,
from French River to Sault St: Marie)
required to complete a through winter
communication by railway, from Hali-
fax to Winnipeg, and the North-West
would soon be completed. Let them
compare this route with that presently
available. The distance from Toronto
to Fort Garry, in Manitoba, viá Detroit,
Chicago and Pembina was about 1,589
miles, and from Toronto to the same
point viá French River, Duluth and
Pembina, only 1,296 miles, thus
affecting a saving of not less than
293 miles in the distance. Again the
distance from Montreal to Fort Garry
viá Detroit, Chicago and Pembina was
about 1,922 miles, whereas the dis-
tance from Montreal to Fort Garry or
Winnipeg viá French River, Sault St.
Marie, Duluth and Pembina, would
not exceed 1,446 miles, or at least 479
miles of a saving in the distance; and
consequently a proportionate saving
in the time and the cost of transporta-
tion to and from our North-West
Territories. Surely the people Of
Montreal and Quebec could not be 80
blind to thoir own interest or to the
interest of the people of Manitoba, and
the North West, as not to perceive the
immense importance of the extension
westward of the Canada Central Rail-
way and Georgian Bay Branch, twO
most important liAks in this great
chain of railway communication. Nor
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was this all. The distance from Duluth
vid Sault St. Marie and French River
to Montreal by rail, and thence to
Liverpool by water as compared with
that route by way of New York,
showed a saving of 690 miles of rail.
way and 270 miles of ocean transporta-
tion, or 960 miles in all. ln view of
the enormous traffic of the single State
of Minnesota the produce of which in
wheat alone was estimated, some years
ago, at not less than twenty millions
of bu-shels-the immense importation
of tbis Georgian Bay route, as it was
seemingly called, could hardly be over-
estimate lwhether from a Quebec or
-n Ontario point of view. It would,
when completed, feed, so to speak, all
the railroads both in Ontario and Que-
bec, which were fortunate enouglh to
eonnect with it, and whose lines ex-
tended east.ward and southward, for
this route was destined to secure a
large show of the grain and other
traffic not only of Minnesota, but other
important Staes of the Union,

MR. ROBINSON said by this Order-
in-Council, running powers were given
only to the Kingston and Pembroke
road and to tho3e roads which were
supposed to have their exit north of the
shores of Lake Huron. It seemed to
him that all other roads running
north, although not exactly to Lake
luron, should be included in the run-
ning powers given to the Kingston
and Pembroke road. If this Georgian
Bay Branch were constructed in the
interests of a private company, this
private company might have particu-
lar preferences, which they might in-
dulge in the interests of the Kingston
and Pembroke road. Why this company
should be indulged in this matter and
so many other roads thrown out, was
a mnystery. The Victoria road was a
railway which, by the enterprise
shown by its directors, and the assist-
ance given to it by different municipa.
lities and by the Ontario'Government,
was entitled to equal favour with the
Kingston and Pembroke road. The
sooner the present Ministry gave up
their idea of associating one road en-
tirely with the construction of the
Georgian Bay Branch, the better it
Would be for the interest of the coun-
try and of Ontario, He did not agree

with what fell from the hon.
member for Hamilton with re-
gard to the deputation. That
deputation was sent down quite as
much in the interest of Hamilton as of
Toronto. The City of Toronto should
have an equal chànee in any assistance
given to the Province of Quebec, be-
cause Toronto had expended a large
sum in the construction of railroads,
and had shown an enterprise equal to
that of any other city, and was entitled
to equal justice. The people of On-
tario would ask how it was that out of'
the funds of Ontario a road was con-
structed entirely in the interests of
Lower Canada. He did not object
that a fair proportion of the funds of
Ontario should be distributed to pro-
mote the interest of Quebec, but, at the
same time, Ontario had a claim to an
equal share. He had heard the hon.
member for Cumberland, in 1876, ask
the bon. the Minister of Public Works
whether it was his intention to give
any encouragement to roads which
were likely to extend theinselves to
connect with this Georgian Bay
Branch. If the answer of the Min-
ister of Public Works 'was correctly re-
ported, he said it was. Why the hon.
gentleman now changed Lis views, it
was for him to explain. Only
a short time ago it was predicted, rea-
lizing the construction of this road,
that the day would come when the
commerce of Manitoba would be taken
over that road, and that the commerce
of Toronto would thereby greatly bene-
fit. The different municipalities, in
this view, assembled together and sub-
scribed $10,000. These expectations
seemed to be doomed to disappoint-
ment. He protested against the action
of the Goverument, because it was con-
trary to the interests of Ontario and of
the city of Toronto.

SiRa JOIN A. MACDONALD said
he did not rise to object to finishing
this road and the new road at the ter-
minus at the south-east corner
of Lake Nipissing as proposed.
lHe would be better satisfied that, in-
stead of a portion of the publie funds
being diverted to a branch road of this
kind, the whole available funds should
have been expended on the great main
line of the Pacific Railway. However,
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that had been postponed by the Gov-
ernment for a very long period; mean-
while, there was great expense being
occasioned to the country. The Pro-
vince of Quebec, which sustained a
portion of the burden of this road, and,
according to the present plan, which'
gave that Province a western connec-
tion to the line, derived a very small
degree of compensation for their con-
tribution to the enormous expense in-
curred and to be incurred, and fron
which it would likely receive no imme.
diate benefit except as a portion of the
Dominion. He regretted extremely
that this proposition had not been
brought down earlier; it was not fair
to bring it down at this late period.
He called the attention of the hon. the
Minister of Public Works, and of the
hon. the Minister of Justice, to the
points raised by the hon. members for
Victoria and Frontenac. On these two
points he was satisfied the Order-in-
Council was contrary to the Statute.
It would be doing a great injury to the
Canada Central to grant them an Or-
der-in-Council,any portion of which was
contrary to Statute. It was right and
just that all roads having connection
with this branch line of the Pacifie
Railway should have running arrange-
ments; that was merely what the law
provided.

Ma. MACKENZIE: It is running
powers they want, not running ar-
rangements.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Arrangements meant a matter of
agreement. But the Statute pro-
vided that the Government could
lay down conditions upon which
all those railways that had connection
with the branch line must submit to,
before they could get running powers;
but the Government had no power by
the Statute to exclude any railroad
having communication with the
branch line. According to the Statute,
no railroad was to have the exclusive
privilege of these running powers, but
they were all to have equal rights, and
to be subject to the same conditions.
The Government, therefore, had no
right to exclude the Midland
Railway. If the Government did this,
the Midland Railway, or any railway
conneeting with the branch railway,

Srm JOHn A. MACDONALD.

by putting in force the Statete, could
render this Order-in-Council nugatory.
He would read the Statute, 14th Sec-
tion, 37 Vie., Chapter 14:-

" The Governor in Coun cil may also grant
such bonus or bonuses, subsidy or subsidies
to any company or companies, already in.
corporated or to be hereafter incorporated,
not exceeding twelve thousand dollars per
mile, as will secure the construction a *
The graiting of such bonuses or subsidies to
be subject to such conditions for securine,
the running power and other rights over au
with respect to the whole or any portion of
the said branch railway, to the owners and
lessees of the main line of said railway, or of
any section thereof, or to the owners or
lessees of any other railway connecting with
the said brauch railway."

So that the owner or lessee of any
railway connected with said branch
shall have running powers as were
given to any one railway, but must
be subject to the same conditions, how-
ever onerous. He pointed out that
there was a great difference between
guaranteeing the interest and giving
a mileage subsidy. The Order-in-
Council should not be made a source
of weakness and trouble to the Canada
Central Railway, for whose benefit it
was passed. Parliament had accepted
the proposition of the Government, and
it was desirable that, having been
done, the points raised should be
dealt with so that the railway company
might be placed on a proper footing
when it went into the market.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that one
hon, gentleman stated that $109,000
had been lost under the previous Order-
in-Council. That sum bad been com-
posed of $11,000 paid for surveys on
the Canada Contral Railway, and
$68,000 for rails which were delivered
and were now the property of the Gov-
ernment, and there was no actual
loss, as, under this Order-in-Council,
the value of these rails would be de-
ducted from the first payment to be
made by the company. The amount
paid for surveys had been spent on
what was supposed to be in the vicinitY
of the line, under the contract entered
into by Mr. Foster. The money would
have bad to be spent if the Govern-
ment and not the company had sur-
veyed the country, so that there was
no loss in that respect. One hon. gen-
tleman had spoken of the matter as a
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contract. It was not a contract, but
simply a subsidy of so much per mile,
on condition that so many miles were
built. The contract was a matter be-
tween the company and their own
contractors, though, of course, it
would be the duty of the Government
to see that a satisfactory contract was
executed. He had a letter in his hand
informing him that the company had
entered into a contract with Mr. James
Worthington,.of Montreal, one of the
best contractors in Canada, and one
who had satisfactorily executed con-
tracts with the Government. lie (Mr.
Mackenzie) did not yet know all the
details of-the contract, but he would,
of course, see that it provided a road
such as the Government could approve
of. Other hon. gentlemen had com-
plained that he had changed his
opinion; but he wished, once for al], to
say that in this, as in the whole Pacific
Railway scheme, ho could not pretend
to act on technical matters of survey-
ing and engineering, unless on the
advice of the professional officers of
the Government. The position that
he should be held responsible for the
opinions of his engineers was an absurd
one. He read from Mr. Fleming's
report on the Bonnechère route, and
raid that on these opinions he must
unhesitatingly base bis decisions and
his recommendations to the Govern-
ment. It was far more important that
the railway should be built where cir-
cumstances were adapted to its con-
etruction, where technical skill said it
should be built, than that the opinion
of a layman, no matter what his posi-
tion, should be carried out. He went
en to show that the supposition that
the road touched Lake Nipissing, in
order to secure traffic by the lake was
an error. The fact that it touched a
point on the lake was merely incidental,
lor the lake was not of such a size or
character that any commercial
importance could be attacbed to
communication with it. As to
the quesition of running powers
in the Order-in-Council, it simply
meaut that they should have the right
of running trains over the road by
arrangement with the Companies. In
other words, trains from Montreal
would be enabled to run over the road
to the Wert. The general Railway
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Act was not intended to confer such
powers. It was quite evident that if
they were to give running powers to
every road touching this line, it would
be impossible to work the road. The
Victoria Railway and other roads
which had been spoken of, touched the
road at rigLht angles, and were entirely
differently situated from the others.
There would be no difficulty in the
Ontario lines carrying their traffic to
the port with which they connected.
With regard to the legal points which
had been raised, as they had been
brought up by eminent professional
men, they were entitled to respect.
But he did not think the wording of
the clauses referred to would bear out
the construction which these gentle-
men had put upon them. He noticed
that the Quebec members thought the
arrangement was not fair to Quebec,
while those from Ontario thought it
would militate against Ontario. Under
these circumstances ho thought the
Government might assame that they
had found the golden mean. He did
not deny for a moment-in fact he
had stated it to the deputation who had
waited upon him-that this road was
intended as a short and rapid connec-
tion between the east and the west.
That was the sole purpose of building
it. He had pointed out that the Gov-
ernment had abundantly aided enter-
prises going through Ontario in former
years, and that this was intended to
connect the Valley of the Ottawa with
what would be a great trans-continent-
al line of railway whon completed,
though under existing circumstances
it would be partly by railway and
partly by water communication. It
was possible that the views of the right
hon. member for Kingston regarding
the last clause but one might be cor-
rect. He did not think they were, but
if so, the matter could be very easily
put right by distributing the usual in-
terest over a large amount of bonds.
It would be an easy way of raising the
money,for when the English epitalists
knew that a certain amount of interest
was certain a market would be created
for those bonds. There was another way
in which the matter might be managed,
and that was-that the payments should
be funded, and the bonus would dis-
appear, and the interest take its place.
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MR. WHITE (North Benfrew):
Will these three years count from the
time of ratifying the Order-in-Coun-
cil.

MR. MACKENZIE: I hope that
the road will be completed within that
time.

MR. WHITE. Is that the limited
time.

MR. MACKENZIE: Certainly.

MR. BOWELL : Why is the differ-
ence made between the former and
present Order-in-Council as to the pay-
ment of 75 per cent on the rails deliv-
ered. The former provides that such
rails shall be the property of the Gov-
ernment until used on the road, but in
the latter no such condition exists.

Mn. MACKENZIE: There is no par-
ticular reason for it that I am aware
of. The rails will, as a matter of
course, unless paid for, be the property
of the Government until they are laid
on the road ; and no payment will be
made, except on these conditions.
There is just this difference between
the wording of the two Orders-in-
Council. The old one stated that 15
per cent. of the value thereof should
be paid ; and the present one states
on the market value of the rails, moan-
ing at the time when delivered.

MR. BOWELL said that the hon.
gentleman's statement was not correct.
There was a vast difference between
the wording of the two Orders-in-Coun-
cil. In order that no mistake should
be made,he would read the two. The
old Order-in-Council stated:-

" Payment will also be made on rails de-
livered at any point ofthe line to be con-
structed to the extent of seventy-five pr
cent. of the value thereof, such rails to be-
come the property of the Government until
they are laid on the road for use."

And the new order said:-

" That payment of the subsidy ebould be
made on the basis of 80 per cent. of the ex:
penditure, the drawback of 20 per cent. to be
added on the completion of every ten miles."

If that 15 per cent. of the market value
of the rails was to be paid at whatever
point the rails might be laid down at ;
and they would remain the absolute
and bona fide property, not of the Gov-

MR. MACKENZIE.

ernment, but of the contractor ; and
would be subject to seizure under exe.
cution for any debt the contractor
might owe to any person.

MR. MACKENZIE : Not if the Gov-
ernment had bonds on the rails deliver-
ed.

MR. BOWELL: No; but there is no,
stipulation here.

Mn. MACKENZIE:
stipulate it ourselves.

But we can

MR. BOWELL: You must enter into
a special agreement.

MR. MACKENZIE: Of course, we
will. We take bonds every day for tbe
delivery of material. Not only so, but
to require to be the actual owners of
the land or lessees of the land where
such property is situated, and the same
care will be taken in this as in other
public works contracts.

MR. BOWELL said he had no doubt
that some arrangement might be
entered into to protect the country and
Government, but the question was to
ascertain why this change was made in
the two Orders-in-Council.

MR. MACKENZIE: There is no
reason at ah.

Ma. BOWELL said then it certainly
should have been included in the new
Order-in-Council for the protection of
the country and Government, as well
as in the old one. The lion. gentleman
had complained of the criticisms of the
hon. member for Charlevoix regarding
the quality of the road. It was truc
that this road was not to be built by
the Government as a Government road,
and it was also true that the subsidy
was to be given to the contractors who
were able to build it, and that this sub-
sidy would amount to 812,000 a mile.
There was no stipulation whatever
made as to the quality of the road; and
it was to be restricted no further than
to be subject to such grades as might
be approved by the ChiefEngineer, but
beyond this there was no stipulation
whatever. They all knew that a road
might be built that would cost very
littie more than the subsidy given,
particularly if the grade was not very
heavy; while, on the other hand, a
road might cost from $20,000 to $25,000
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and $30,000 or $40,000 a mile. This
was the point to which ho thought the
hon. member for Charlevoix called the
attention oftheGovernment. In anOrder
in-Council of this kind subsidizing a
road to the amount of $12,000 a mile,
some stipulation should be made as to
the chat acter of the road which was to
be built. He understood the First
Minister to say that Mr. Hlazlewood
traversed that section of the country,
when there was no smoke as well as
when there was smoke. The hon.
member for Terrebonne had called
attention to the fact that Mr. Fleming's
report stated the fact that ho was un-
able even to walk over the road on ac-
count of the fires which were thon
raging in that section of the country;
and hence ho could not report as to
the feasibility of the road. If the First
Minister's statement was correct, this
was the first time that the House or
the country had found out the fact.
The Louse, ho thought, would have
been a little amused at the apparent
innocence and the innocent simplicity
that characterised the First Minister
in reading a letter from the company,
stating that they had entered into a
contract with Mr. Worthington. He
believed that it was generally known
throughout the country, and among
the members when the Bill was being
passed through Committee, that this
whole arrangement was made, and
that the union between the two roads
was effected in order that the company
would be able to give it to the very
contractors whose names were freely
mentioned. To the House and country
he believed it was well known that the
matter was pre-arranged before this
question came up at all; and when this
question of the Georgian Bay Branch
and the extension of the Canada Cen-
tral was brought before the House in
1875, it was thon considered of such
prominence that time could not be
taken in order to have the contract
properly surveyed to form some kind
of basis for the construction of
the road. It had, however, been
allowed to romain in aboyance
since the failure of Mr. Fos-
ter to complote the contraet until the
prosent time, and strange to say-it
might be very improper to even insinu-
ate that there was anything wrong
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about its coming up at this time-but
it was somewhat singular that it had
just dawned upon the Ministry and
those interested in that section of the
country before the elections came on-
that this matter should be taken up
and brought not only before the House
and country, but particularly before
that section of Lower Canada, which
would be most interested in the con-
struction of this road by the changeof
route, and before the North-West con-
stituencies, which were affected by it.
This was all to be done on the very
eve of the election. Lot them hope
for that section of the country that
this was not what this policy would
tend to, and that the road might be
completed within the time specified.
He was somewhat amused, and ho
thought the House also, at the remarks
of the hon. member for North York,
in reference not to the amendment,
because to his mind the hon. gentle-
man astutely avoided discussing the
question before the House. The hon.
gentleman had given rightly enough
as ho understood, the laws of Ontario,
which granted as subsidy in aid to
these roads, whether of colonization
or to open up other sections of the
country, a certain sum which was to be
paid on the completion of every 20
mile section, but the hon. gentleman
forgot to tell the House, and this bore
particularly on the question now be-
fore the House, that there was a pro-
vision in this law for running powers
over all roads that received Govern-
mental aid. This was one of the sti-
pulations and conditions on which
those roads received subsidies from the
Ontario Government, and the other
roads crossing or running parallel or
diagonal were compelled to give run-
ning powers over them, and this
was all that his hon. friend from
North Victoria asked for now in
the interest of the western roads and
those roads which were now being
built in the interior of Ontario,
which were colonization roads-many
of them were exclusively so-and
which would connect with the Canada
Central and the Georgian Bay Branch,
if it was ever constructed, though ho
believed it would prove to be utterly
useless. The same rights and privi-
loges should be extended to these roada
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as to those which were specially men-
tioned in the Order-in-Council. This
was the point whieh they had now to
decide, and he thought it was one
which the Government, in the interest
of the western roads, of the western
peninsula, and of the colonization
roads, which had been largely subsi-
dized by the Ontario Government, and
built by private and municipal enter-
prize, should grant. These roads
should all have the rights and privi-
leges whieh were extended to the
Pembroke road or to any other pro-
vided in this Order-in-Council. He
would, when the time came, move an
amendment in the direction of the
manner in which these payments
should be advanced upon the rails as
they were delivered, in order, at least,
that those who had watched the man-
ner in which these subsidies had been
paid, and the advantages that had been
taken by railways, where Governments
were not properly secured, might ex-
press their opinion. They saw plenty
of it in Ontario, where subsidies were
given: the law strictly complied with
and the moneys drawn, and yet the
work stopped ; and they ought, if
possible, to prevent the recurrence of
acts of this kind in the future. It
might be true, as the hon. gentleman
had said, that Mr. J. Worthington was
a very worthy and able man and a
capitalist, and he would succeed in
constructing the road, and they might
never have any difficulty ; but in the
past he thought they all knew that
contractors who were to-day apparently
as solvent as Mr. Worthington and
those with whom he was connected,
proved, before the work was com-
pleted, like Mr. Poster, utterly unable
to carry it out.

Ma. GIBBS (South Ontario) con-
tended that.the Ontario Railway Com-
panies sbould have running powers
over lines subsidized by the Gov-
ernment.

Ma. MACKENZIE said he wished to
point out to the hon. member for North
flastings, that he would find that the
previous Order-in-Council made it im-
perativo to pay 75 per cent. of the
price of the rails; but they did not
bind themselves in the present Order
to pay any amount on the rails. The

Ma. BOWELL.

wording was " may advance," but they
did not agee to do so absolutely.

MR. BOWELL: Surely the hon.
gentlemwan would not pretend to say
that, if the rails were delivered, he
would not pay the money.

MR. MACKENZIE: That would de.
pend on the circumstances altogether.

MR. BOWELL: I suppose it would.
Ma. MACKENZIE said that the hon.

member for South Ontario confounded
the branch railway with the subsidized
railway, and this led to the whole mis-
apprehension. If the hon. gentleman
and the hon. member for Kingston i cad
the 14th and 15th sections carefully,
they would find that they had both
mistaken the terms, and had been ap-
plying to the subsidized railway what
should be applied to the branch or Gov-
ernment railway proper, which did not
belong to the Canada Central, but over
which it had to run its trains.

Question put, and motion, in amend-
ment, negatived on the following di-
vision

Messieurs
Baby, McDonald (Cape
Benoit, Breton),
Bolduc, McDougall (Three Riv-
Bourbeau ers),
Bowell, Macmillan,
Bunster, McCallum,
C ameron, MeCarthy,
Campbell, McQuade,
Caron, Méthot,
Costigan, Monteith,
Cuthbert, Montplaisir,
Daoust, Mousseau,
Dewdney, OrtoD,
Dagas, Ouimet,
Farrow, PinsonneaUlt,
Ferguson, Platt,
Flesher, Robinson,
Gibbs (North Ontario) Robitaille,
Gibbs (South Ontario).Rochester,
Gill, Roy,
Harwood, Ryan,
Hurteau, Short,
Jones (South Leeds), Stephenson,
Kirkpatrick, Thompson (Cariboo),
Langevin, Tupper,
Lanthier, Wade,
Little, Wallace (S. Norfolk),
Macdonald (Kingston),White (E.Hastings)-54.

NAYs :

Archibald,
Aylmer,
Bain,
Barthe,
Béchard,

Messieurs
Huntington,
Jetté,
Jones (Halifax),
Kerr,
Kirk,
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Fernier,
Bertram,
Biggar,
Blackbnrn,
Borden,
Borron,
Bourassa,
Bowman,
Boyer,
Buell,
Burk,
Burpee (St. John),
Cartwright,
Casey,
Casgrain,
Cheval,
Christie,
Church,
Coffin,
Coupai,
Currier,
DeCosmos,
De St. Georges,
Dymond,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flynn,
Forbes.
Galbraith,
Geoffrion,
Gibson,
Gillies,
Gillmor,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Hagar,
Hall
Higinbotham,
Holton,
Horton,

Laflamme,
Landerkin,
L anglois,
Laurier,
Macdonald (Cornwall)
IacDonnell,

Macdougall (E. Elgin),
McDougall(S.Renfrew),
MacKay (Cape Breton),
Mackenzie,
McGregor,
M cIntyre,
McNab,
Metcalfe,
Mills,
Oliver,
Paterson,
Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Power,
Ray,
Richard,
Ross (West Middlesex)
Rymal,
Scatcherd,
Shibley,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel),
Smith (Selkirk),
Smith (Westmoreland),
Snider,
St. Jean,
Taschereau,
Thompson (Haldimand)
Trow,
Wallace (Albert),
White (N. Renfrew)
Wood,
Young.-91.

MR. BOWELL said that the explana-
tion given by the Premier with refer-
dnce to the two claases in the former
and present Order-in-Council was not
to his mind at all satisfactory, and
he did not think that it was an explana-
tion which would be accepted by the
House. The provision in the former was
that the rails should remain the pro-
perty of the Government until laid on
the road for use; but under the latter,
there was no such restriction whatever.
Seventy-five per cent. on the market
value could be paid to the contractors;
the rails would thon be subject to
seizure, and could be talcen up and laid
upon any other road. The First Min-
ister said that they would take good
care that this did not occur; and that
they would not advance the money;
but it must be clear to everyone that
these rails would bo purchased on the
strength of this Order-in-Couneil. If
this was not the object of this Order-in-
Council, there would be no object of
making this provision for 75 per cent.
of the cash to be paid. The contractors

could go toEngland, exhibit the Order-
in-Council and obtain from the manu-
facturers h undreds or thousands of tons
of iron or steel rails, and hypothecate
the amount coming from the Govern-
ment, which would be accepted by the
manufacturers as security for delivery,
and to say that the Government might
pay upon them being delivered on the
road, simply because the Order-in-
Council said it might, was taking a
position which he thought that no
Government in any country should take
advantage of. In order that this might
be prevented, he moved:-

" That the following be added to the said
motion:-' That in ratifying the said Order-
in-Council this House desires to express its
opinion that no payment should be made to
the Canada Central Railway Compay on
account of the subsidy for the construction
of a Railway to connect with the Eastern
Terminus of the Canada Pacific Railway or
the Georgian Bay Branch thereof, upon rails
deiivered to the extent of 75 per cent. of the
market value thereof, except upon rails
delivered at some point of the hne to be
constructed, and upon condition that such
rails do become the property of the Govern-
ment, until they are laid on the road for
use.' "

MR. MACKENZIE said he had
already stated that no payments would,
as a matter of course, be made without
abundantly securing the Government
on such rails as would be paid. Under
the resolution, it would be impossible
to get this Order-in-Council adopted
at all. This was a motion that could
not be amended. It was an agreenent
between the Company and the Govern-'
ment, subject to the approval of the
House, for which he was now moving,
and the hon. gentleman's resolution
was, in fact, against the approval, by
the flouse, of this Order-in-Council.

MR. TUPPER said the hon. gentle-
man stated that ho would not be
bound, under this Order-in-Ceuneil, to
make any advances upon these rails,
except by taking the most ample
security that the rails should be the

property of the Government until
appropriated. That being the case,
there could be no objection to the
amendment instructing the Govern-
ment to pursue the course which the
bon. the First Minister indicated
would be pursued. That would not
contravene the Order-in-Council, but
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would strengthen the hands of the
Government. Under the former
Order-in-Council, which was muchl
more stringent than this, the Govern-
ment had made advances of $68,000
on a pile of- rails, and the party, who,
under that Order-in-Council, had part-
ed with bis right to control them,
came and modestly requested the loan
of a hundred tons, and the Govern-
ment were not strong enough to say
"no," nor to prevent that gentleman
from coming back and taking away
127 tons more, without saying " by
your leave." Under these circum-
stances it was desirable to pass this
resolution and give the Government a
little more backbone.

MR. WHITE said he did not wish
to interefere with the ratification
of an Order-in-Council, but considering
the fact that under the former Order-
in-Couicil the Government had lost
227 tons of rails, he would support the
amendment.

Question put, and motion in amend-
ment negatived on the following
division:-

YEAs:

Messieurs
Baby, McDonald(CapeBreton)
Benoit, McDougall (Three
Bolduc, Rivers),
Bourbeau, Macmillan,
Bowell, McCallum,
Cameron McCarthy,
Campbell, McQuade,
Caron, Métiot,
Costigan, Monteith,
Cuthbert, Montplaisir,
Daoust, Mousseau,
Dewdney, Onimet,
Dugas, Pinsonneault,
Farrow, Platt,
Ferguson, Plumb,
Flesher, Robinson,
Gibbs (North Ontario),Robitaille,
Gibbs (South Ontario), Rochester,
Gin, Roy,
Harwood, pyan,
Hurteau, Stephenson,
Jones (South Leeds), Thompson (Cariboo),
Kirkpatrick, Tupper,
Langevin, Wallace (S. Norfolk)
Lanthier, White (East Hastings),
Little, White (NorthRenfrew)
Macdonald (Kingston), Wright (Pontiac).-53.

NÂYS :

Messieurs
Archibald,
Aylmer,
Bain,
Barthe,
Béchard,

Ma. TupprR.

Horton,
Huntington,
Jetté,
Jones (Halifax),
Kerr,

Bernier, Kirk,
Bertram, Laflamme,
Biggzar, Landeikin,
Blackburn, Langois,
Blain, Laurier,
Borden, Macdonald (Cernwall)
Borron, MacDonnell,
Bourassa, Macdougall(EastElgin)
Bowman, McDougall(S.Renfrew)
Boyer, MacKay (Cape Breton),
Buell, Mackenzie,
Bunster, cGregor,
Burk, M-cIntyre,
Burpee (St. John), McNab,
Brpee (Suhubury), 1etcalfe,
Cartwright, Milîs,
Casey, Oliver,
Casgrain, Paterson,
cheval, Perry,
Christie, Pettes,
Church, Pickard,
Coffin, Power,
Coupal, Ray,
Currier, Richard,
DeCosmos, Ross (West Middlesei),
De St. Georges, Rymal,
Dymond, Scatcherd
Ferris, Scriver,
Fiset, Shibley,
Fleming, Sinclair,
Flynn, Skinner,
Forbes, Smith (Peel),
Galbraith, Smith (Selkirk),
Geoffrion, Smith (Westmoreland)
Gibson, Snider,
Gillies, St. Jean,

o' ilmor, Taschereau,
Goudge, Thompson(Haldimand),
Greenway, Trow,
Hagar, Wallace (Albert),
Hall, Wood,
Higinbotham, Wright (Ottawa Co.),
Holton, Young.-96.

Question put and motion (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) agreed to on the following divi-
sion

EÂS :

Messieurs

Archibald, Horton,
Aylmer, Huntington.
Baby, Jetté,
Bain Jones (Halifax),
Barthe, Kerr,
Béchard, Kirk,
Benoit, Kirkpatrick,
Bernier, Laflamme,
Bertram, Landerkin,
Biggar, Langevin,
Blackburn, Langlois,
Blain, Lanthier,
Borden, Laurier,
Borron, Macdonald (Cornwall),
Bourassa, MacDonnell,
Bourbeau, Macdougall (East Elgin)
Bowman, MaeKay(Cape Breton,
Boyer, Mackenzie,
Brown, McGregor,
Buell, McIntyre,
Bunster, McNab,
Burk, Metcalfe,
Burpee (St. John), Méthot,
Burpee (Sunbury) Mills,
Caron, Montplaisir,
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,Cartwright,
Casey
'Casgrain,
Cheval,
Christie,
{Church,
Coffin,
Coupal,
Currier,
Daoust,
DeCosmos,
Desjardins,
De St. Georges,
Dewdney,
Dy mond,
Ferris,
Fiset,
Fleming,
Flesher,
Flynn,
Forbes,
Galbraith,
Geoffrion,
Gibson,
Gill,
Gillies,
Gillmor,
Goudge,
Greenway,
Harar,
Hall,
Higinbotham,
Holton,

Oliver,
Paterson,
Perry,
Pettes,
Pickard,
Power,
Ray,
Richard,
Robitaille
Rochester,
Ross (West Middlesex),
Rymal,
Scatcherd,
Scriver,
Shibley,
Sinclair,
Skinner,
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Selkirk),
Smith (Westmoreland),
Snider,
Stephenson,
St. Jean.
Taschereau,
Thompson(Haldimand),
Trow,
Wallace (Albert),
White (Renfrew),
Wood,
Wright, (Ottawa),
Wright, (Pontiac),
Young.-115.

NATs :
Messieurs

Bowell, McCallum,
Cameron, McCartby,
Campbell, McQuade,
Costigan, Monteith,
Cuthbert, Mousseau,
Dugas, Onimet,
Farrow, Platt,
Ferguson, Plumb,

Gibbs (North Ontario), Robinson,
Gibbs (South Ontario), Roy,
Harwood, R yan,
Hurteau, Thompson (Cariboo),
Jones (Leeds), Wade,
McDonald(CapeBreton)Wallace (Norfolk),
McDougall(S.Renfrew), White (Hasting).-32.
Macmillan,

THE GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL POLICY.

MR. CARTWRIGHT moved, that
Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair
for the flouse to go again into Com-
mittee of Supply.

MR. McCARTHY moved in amend-
ment:-

" That the Speaker not do now leave the
Chair,butthatit be resolved,Thatthe House re-
gret. that in the tace of annual deficits during
the period in which the present Administra-
tiOn have been in power, amounting to
$3,360,812.72, as appears from the Public
Accounts, the annual expenditure has not
been curtailed so as to conflue it within the.
Revenue, and instead of practically adopting
a pohcy of retrenchiment, the Government

have expended more in each of the years
1874-75, 1875-6 and 1876-77, than the largest
amount ever expended prior to the year
1874-75."

He said it was not necessary at this
late period that ho should support bis
motion by any lengthy arguments.
The finarcial question had been
discussed a verygreat deal throughout
the Session, and in public, sufficient, at
all events, to enable an intelligent vote
to be obtained on it. Although the
question had been discussed, there had
not yet been any opportunity to record
a vote upon it and ho desired, late as it
was, to give hon. gentlemen an oppor-
tunity to express an opinion on what
he considered the very unfortunate
position in which the Government was
placed. During the period the late
Government was in power there were
surpluses amounting in ail to nearly
twelve million dollars. During the
period this Administration had been in
office, there had been but one surplus,
and there had been defieits amounting
to $3,360,812 without taking into
account the item of $343,581, placed
in suspense account, probably for the
very purpose of preventing a deficit
being larger than what it unfortunate-
ly was. He had not thought proper
to add that to the acknowledged deficit
because it might give rise to a discus-
sion on a question of more book-keep-
ing, which it would be well to
avoid. le merely referred to it for
the purpose of clearing himself from
being thought to submit that this
$3,360,000 was the total amount of the
deficits created under this Administra-
tion. It would have been more
prudent in view of these deficits to
keep the expenditure at the lowest
possible limit, nevertheless the expen-
dituro had been greater during these
three years mentioned in the resolution
than it had been before. There had
been a groat dispute as to who wa s
responsible for the expenditure of
1873-4, of which year the late Admin-
istration was in power for four
months and the presont Administration
for eight months. The late Govern-
ment could not be held responsible for
the expenditure of that year; they
could only be held responsible for the
estimates introduced by them the pre-
vious year. During the Session of
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1874, the present Finance Minister
brought down estimates which were
not rendered necessary by the legisla-
tion during the period of the late Ad-
ministration, nor by any of the Public
Works to wbich this country was
bound to carry out by the policy cf
the late Administration. He did not
desire to introduce that item of discus-
sion. He, for the sake of argu-
ment, started with the expenditure of
that year, which was the largest to
that time since Confederation. The
expenditure in 1874-5 was $396,640,
over 1873-4 ; in the following year it
rose to the extent of $1,172,050 over
1873-4, and last year the expenditure
was $202,985 over that year. So that
during these three years, with a falling
revenue, with the country in the most
depressed state, tbey had had an ex-
penditure in excess of 1873-74 by the
enormous sum of $1,771,794; or an
average expenditure in excess during
each of these three years of $590,598.
le thought this called for an expres-
sion of opinion from this louse.
When they found that, in the last year,
the excess of expenditure was only
$202,985 over 1873-74, it was
impossible to excuse the enor-
mous expenditure of the two
preceding years -one more than a
million and the other $400,000 more
than the expenditure of 1873-4.

MR. PLUMB said that no doubt the
amount estimated by Mir. Tilley in the
last year during which the late Govern-
ment held office was properly charge-
able to that Administration, and Mr.
Tilley had also acknowledged that the
legislation of 1873 would involve a con-
siderable addition to the expenditure of
the year. But the members of the pre-
sent Opposition declined to assume the
responsibility for items which were
placed in the Supplementary Estimates
of March, 1874, which Mr. Tilley bad
not the power to revise, and which
were placed there without bis consent
or concurrence. If they did not belong
to the expenditure of 1873-4, they
must be charged upon the expenditure
of the present Administration. They
amounted to somewhat over a million
dollars, and should be added to the
year 1874-5. If that were done, a deficit
would be shown in that year, besides a

M. MCCARTHY.

large increase in the expenditure. The.
Finance Minister had stated in ad-
dressing publie audiences, not only
that the present Government bad not
exceeded the expenditure of 1873-4,
but that the comparative small expen.
diture of 1872-3 of about $19,000,000
was really larger than the sum ex-
pended by the present Government
on their Estimates of the year. The
Finance Minister had based his argu.
ments upon the Estimates for the cur-
rent year, but that was a fallacy almost
at the last day of the Session, when
there was no opportunity to intelli-
gently examine the items. The House
was asked to vote an additional sum of
$848,000 for this year, chargeable to
revenue, making the expenditure for
this year, $24,226,000; while the
largest amount that was proposed
under the late Government was the
expenditure of 1873, $23,300,000, and
they claimed that at least $1,000,000
should be deducted from that. The
Finance Minister had also founded an
argument on the ground that the ex-
penditure was so much less per capita.
le actually took credit to himself for
the increase of the population. That
was the style of the hon. gentleman's
argument. It could be shown that
everywhere the Administration had
been conspicuous for its extravagant
and reckless expenditure. When the
late Governmeiit estimated certain
amounts as required for the public ser-
vice, they did so upon a full Treasury.
They were at that time justified in a
little expenditure, but Mr. Tilley
would never have allowed the expend-
iture to grow until it was uncontro-
lable, with a falling revenue, and with
the deficits which had been aggregating
every year since this Government
came into power. Mr. Tilley, in 1873,
stated that he anticijated a deficit il,
the following year, and that when the
time came he would deal with it by
recasting the tariff.

MR. MAcKAY (Cape Breton): Mr.
Speaker, I draw your attention to the
fact that there is not a quorum pre-
sent.

Mn. BOWELL: We could soon make
one.
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MR. MACKENZIE: Even if not, I
hope no hon. member would take that
course. We want to do some business
to-night.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
have heard an hon. member ask that
the House should be counted out, in
order to defeat a measure to which he
was opposed, but why the hon. gentle-
man should try to upset the Ministry
which he supports, I do not see.

MR. SPEAKER: There is a quorum.

MR. PLUMB said the Opposition
were ready to accept the challenge
thrown down as to the fiscal policy of
the two Governments. The First
Minister had once said that nothing
was more easy and more proper than
to meet a deficit, if one was impending,
by proper retrenchment and economy.
Where was the economy ? Hon. gen-
tlemen had met the deficit in the way
that a reckless, extravagant bankrupt
met his deficits, by indulging in more
expenditure. One would suppose, by
the Estimates, that, instead of deficits
accumulating year after year, we were
in the highest state of prosperity.
There had never been any indication
of retrenchment on the part of the
present Government. They had kept
the word of promise to the ear, but
had broken i t to the hope in every
direction. No one could now safely
judge what the expenditure would be
from the Estimates which were sub-
mitted. No one could say that econo-
mies would be carried out, because no
one knew, as long as the device of
Supplementary Estimates was resorted
to, what the expenditure would be.
The resolution which had been intro-
duced by his hon. friend, was one
which deserved the consideration of
the House, and fie hoped would receive
its support. It was based upon pr'n-
eiples which had been established by
hon. gentlemen opposite, and if they
voted against it they would stultify
every promise they had made when
out of power.

Question put and motion in amend-
ment (Mr. McCarthy) nega(ived on the
followingz division:-

Yu s:
Messieurs

Baby, McDonald (Cape
Benoit, Breton),
Bernier, McDougall (Three
Boldnc, Rivers),
Bourbeau, Macmillan,
Bowell, McCallum,
Cameron, McCarthy,
Campbell, McQuade,
Caron, Méthot,
Costigan, Montplaisir,
Currier, Mousseau,
Cuthbert, Ouimet,
Desjardins, Pinsonneault,
Dewdney, Platt,
Farrow, Plumb,
Ferguson, Robinson,
Gibbs (N. Ontario), Robitaille,
Gibbs (S. Ontario), Roy,
Gil, Ryan,
Haggart, Stephenson,
Harwood, Thompson (Cariboo,)
Hurteau, Wade,
Jones (South Leeds), Wallace (South
Kirkpatrick, Norfolk),
Langevin, White (East Hastings),
Lanthier, White (North
Little, Renfrew),
Macdonald (Kingston),Wright (Pontiac.).-51-

NAYs :
Messieurs

Appleby, Jones (Hahfax),
Archibald, Kerr,
Aylmer, Kirk,
Bain, Langlois,
Béchard, Laurier,
Bertram, Macdonald (Cornwal]),
Biggar, MacDonnell,
Blackburn, Macdoigall (East
Blake, Elgin),
Borden, McDougall (South
Borron, Renfrew),
Bowman, McKay (Cape Breton),
Boyer, Mackenzie,
Brown, McGregor,
Buell, Mientyre,
Burk, McNab,
Burpee (St. John), Metcalfe,
Burpee (Sunbury), Mills,
Cartwright, Oliver,
Casey, Paterson,
Casgrain, Perry,
Cheval, Pickard,
Christie, Power,
Church, Ray,
Coffin, * Richard,
De St. Georges, lioss (West Middlesex),
Dymond, Rymal,
Ferris, Scatcherd,
Fiset, Scriver,
Fleming, Shibley,
Flynn, Sinclair,
Forbes, Skinner,
Galbraith, Smith (Peel),
Geoffrion, Smith (Selkirk),
Gibson, Smith (Westmoreland)
Gillies, Snider,
Gillmor, St. Jean,
Goudge, Taschereau,
Greenway, Thompson, (Haldi-
Hagar, mand),
Higinbotham, Tcow,
Holton, Wallace (Albert),
Horton, Wood,
Huntington, Young-86.
Jetté,

The Governmient ([MAY 7, 1B18.]



[COMMONS.]

SUPPLY.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

_House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

270. Required to meet estimated
expenditure for extra Clerks
in the Department of Agricul'
ture...... ........... $6,000 00

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

271. To provide for sundry expenses
in connection with the Maritime
Court of Ontario, including
Seals for the Court, Judges'
travelling expenses, Court
Books, &c .................... 300 00

Sia JOHN A. MACDCFALD : This
must be an error.

Mi. CARTWRIGHT: I think it is.
It seems to have been voted before.

Ma. LAFLAMME : It is for the
establishment of Courts not contem-
plated when the other similar vote was
taken.

Ma. KIRKPATRICK: These Sur-
ogate Judges should be soon appointed
at the principal towns on the lakes, as
soon as navigation has opened.

Ma. LAFLAIME. The matter is
under immediate consideration, and it
has been decided to place such Courts
at the principal towns on the lakes.

MR. LANGEVIN: Then is this an
additional sum?

Ma. CART WRIGIIT : It is; at first
sight I thought it was a mistako.

Vote agreed to.

PENITENTI.4ARIES'

272. Stafi-Increase to salary of
Surgeon, Manitoba Penitentiary $200 00

LEGIBLATION.

273. To meet expenditure in connec-
tion with Senate Hansard..... 3,000 0O

MILITIA.

274. Additional amount required for
Drill Sheds and Rifle Ranges..10,000 00

Mia. JONES: This is chiefly intend-
ed for St. John, N.B. The old bar-
racks which were formerly used for

MR. PLUMB.

this purpose were burned down at the
great fire, and it is hoped that this
vote wili be sufficient. The Drill
Shed will be built on Government
property.

Vote agreed to.

PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS CHARGEABLE TO
CAPITAL.

275. Pacifie Railway-
Georgian Bay Branch......$100,00 00
Between Lake Superior and

Keewatin.............. 300,000 00

$400,000 00

MR. MACKENZIE: This $300,000
is taken on the same principle as the
$500,000 for British Columbia. If we
do not find contractors to take the en-
tire contract across, as I explained the
other evening, we will then have a
contract ready at the next meeting of
the House for the portion of the 180
miles stili to be built between Fort
William and Keewatin or Rat Portage.
None of this will be expended until
the contract is approved and sanctioned
by Parliament. The $100,000 is for
the real and not the subsidized Canada
Central Branch westward to the mouth
of French River. This is not under
contract. It was, but the contract of
the late Mr. Foster was cancelled.
Provision for the Canada Central is
Statutory under the Order-in-Council
recently adopted.

MR. KIRKPATRICK: Is any of
this vote of $300,O00 for water com-
munication ?

Ma. CARTWRIGHT: None is to be
expended, except the contract is laid
before the House. In point of fact, it
cannot be expended until after next
Session.

Vote agreed to.

PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS CIRGEABLE TO

INCOME.{Windsor Post Office and
277. Custoni ouse....... $30,000.00

Brantford Publie Offices.. 25,000.00

$55,000.00

MR. MACKENZIE said that, twO
years ago, he stated that the policy of
the Government was to erect new build-
ings where they were required by the
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growth of public business, and pointed
out that there were large towns or
cities, such as Windsor, Brantford,
Guelph, St. Catharines and Belleville,
in Ontario, which would have con-
sideration in this respect, and ho pro-
posed to take one or two, each year,
beginning with those where the lar-
gest amount of business was transacted.
They commenced with Guelph, which
was a very large collection district;
and these two were taken as the next
most important. The revenue collect-
ed at Windsor, two or three years ago,
was about a million, though now less,
still it was nearly three-fourths of a
million. Altogether about 39 inland
revenue and customs officers werc
employed there, bosides weights and
measures, and post office -employees.
In Brantford the post office revenue
was the fifth largest in Ontario, and the
customs collection for the last fiscal year
was, he thought, $125,000, and some-
thing over $200,000 in excise. The
population of Windsor was 7,000 or
8,000, and there vas urgent need of
this action.

MR. BOWELL said he wished to
knew whether steps had been taken to
erect public buildings in Belleville.
Application had been made, and the
Minister of Public Work's attention
was called to vacant land affording the
most eligible position in the town for
this purpose. Their post-office revenue
was quite as large as that of Brantfbrd
or other places.

MR. MACKENZIE: Nothing like
it. He had taken no steps concerning
the other matter, further than to make
enquiry and request some parties to
send him maps with some lots marked
down, wbich he proposed to make some
arrangements to secure, though not
knowing the amount, he could not ask
for a vote.

Vote agreed to.

278. Fredericton Public Offices............ $12,000
279. Sydney, C.B., Quarantine Hospi-

tal .......... ............... 2,000
280. Pickering Harbour..................... 10,000

MR. MACKENZIE said that origi-
nally this barbour was maintained by
local effort. It once was the property
of the late John Hillyard Cameron,
and was afterwards possessed by the

township and sold to another company.
The township of Pickering had ad-
vanced a loan of $20,000, and given a
donation of $13,000. Acting on the
same principle that tho Government
had voted money in aid of the Oshawa
and Whitby harbours, which were
owned by private companies, they pro-
posed this vote. He thought that
$80,000 altogether had been spent by
private individuals and municipalities
on Pickering harbour. This amount
would complete and make it one of the
best on the lake.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: This
is twice what was given the other bar-
bours.

MR. MACKENZIE: Yes; but it is a
much larger work, and a much larger
sum bas been spent on it by the muni-
cipalities than in the other cases. I
have no detail of the income, but I
think it does not pay.

MR. CAMERON said that this bar-
bour belonged to one individual, who
was incorporated as a company. This
one stockholder was Mr. McLennan,
who had obtained it from the munici-
pality and spent some little money of
bis own upon it; but he got the pro-
perty for next to nothing. He thought
that Mr. McLellan had paid for it to
the late Mr. Cameron, $5,00J, and had
made a very good paying speculation
out of it. This harbour was not one
of great public utility. It was a
purely private venture. This man had
an e'evator thero, bought grain, and
carried on bis private business, but no
one else used it, and if he had not very
strong claims on the Administration
for their support, both on bis own
account and that of his connections-
for bis son-in-law was a well-known
person in Oshawa, whose political in-
flence was found very serviceable
against the present member for South
Ontario, on a very critical occasion-
he (Mr. Cameron) did not think this
vote would appear in the Estimates.
Oshawa and Whitby Harbours received
$5,000 each, ho believed; and each
belonged to a large town; but this was
simply a place whence Mr. McLellan
shipped grain, and bought it fron the
surrounding farmers in the township
of Pickering. The Government could
not say that it was used as a harbour
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of refuge. Its position ard inaccessi-
bility rendered it useless for any such
service. The Government had com-
menced a harbour of refuge at Cobourg,
built one pier, and then refused further
aid. This money might be much more
usefully spent; $10,000 would make of
Cobourg a proper harbour of refuge,
and be useful to the whole shipping
on the lake, and it should not be spent
in this little one-horse place, owned by
one man, for bis own purposes alone,
and not a work of public utility, en-
titling it to this large sum out of the
public Treasury. Ono could not
help having a suspicion that
there was an inducement on the
part of the Government to give it.
This very gentleman was brought
down to give evidence to blacken Mr.
Murdoch's character, and to endeavour
to bolster up the position of the Gov-
ernment in that respect.

MR. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman was wrong in saying this
gentleman was brought down to
blacken Mr. !hurdoch's character. He
had no right to say that any person
brought as a witness by the Govern-
ment was brought to blacken anyhody's
character. A deputation from the
neighbourhood came to him (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) in the first place and repre-
sented that there were only a quarter
million bushels of grain shipped from
this place last year; that it was a
work which never had paid, and which
never was likely to pay, inasmuch as
it could not be properly used as a bar-
bour until more money had been ex-
pended on it, He (Mr. Mackenzie)
found the municipality of Pickering
had advanced $32,000 within the last
two years, and that it was a fuir case
to bring before the House to obtain a
vote. He had only seen the gentleman
a couple of times and was not aware
whose son-in-law he was. No political
influence or local influence was used
with him in regard to this matter.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said when a
vote of this kind was brought down, a
report of the engineer should he pre-
sented, so that the House would be
enabled to form a judgment on it, not
only in respect to this harbour, but all
other harbours. There should be some
system by which this aid should be

MR. CAMERON.

granted. It should not be left alto-
gether to the fancy of the Government
as to what harbour should be assisted
and what should not. The House did
not know what this sum was for.

MR. MACKENZIE: It is to deepen
the harbour.

MR. KIRKPATRICK said there was
no report from the engineer stating
what benefit the public would
expect to get from the harbour,
or of the amount of work
to be done. There should be some
statement to show that they had not
got the money to make this improve-
ment themselves. The bon. the First
Minister should have ascertained tho
facts, and by this means he would bc
enabled to tell the House what had
been the expense on the harbour and
what had been the income.

MR. MACKENZTE said about
$80,000 had been expended on the
harbour from first to last, $33,000 were
stated to have been given as a gift, and
$10,000 as a loan. He was also inform-
ed that all the revenue collected, and a
great deal more besides, had been ex-
pended on it.

MR. GIBBS (South Ontario) said one
did not like to say anything against a
grant for bis own particular constitu-
ency at any time. He had the honour
of being interested in the Port Oshawa
Harbour Company, which had paid
from ten to fifteen per cent for a num-
ber of years past. He had placed bis
views on the grant of 850,000 to it
on the minutes of the harbour com-
pany. That amount had been granted
in opposition to bis wishes, and was
not in accordance with the views ex-
pressed from time to time by the hon.
the Premier when in Opposition. lIe
(Mr. Gibbs) remembered most distinct-
ly the hon. the Premier then entering
a solemu protest against all grantsof
the kind for local works, when upon,
the shore of Lake Huron, some grants
were made to harbour companies. In
reference to this particular case it was
correct that the municipality of picke-
ing had given $13,000 in cash, and that
this company bad obtained heir Bill
last Session, whereby they asked
borrowing powers, and endeavoured to
obtain $20,000 on their debentures for
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an amount said to have been expended.
They were unable to do so. The
Township of Pickering came to their
rescue, exchanged debentures, and
thus aided them to a further sum of
$20,000, taking their debentures as a
guarantee of payment. The Port
Oshawa Company got $5,000, the Port
Darlington Company got $5,000, and
inother company got $5,000. Then
this Pickering Harbour Company was
receiving more than either of
the three companies he had
ientioned. It had been abandoned a

few years ago, and was purchased from
Mr. Hillyard Cameron, and the pur-
chasers had expended considerable
money upon it. Had the sum been
$5,000, the same as was voted to the
other harbours, he would not have said
one word. With reference to Whitby
Harbour, lie did not know that, since
it became the possession of a private
company, any Government aid had
been granted to it. He was of opinion
that it would be only fair to this com-
pany, and none of the other companies
would have complained, if the same
amount had been given to this com-
pany as to the others. HFowever, the
Government saw fit in their Estimates
to give this company $10,000, believ-
ing them to be in need of it. Was
that amount to be given on account of
expenditure on improvements already
made, or in consideration of a further
sum to be expended by them in addi-
tion to that granted by Parliament.

MR. MACKENZIE: This sum, if
voted, would be expended under the
direction of Mr. Kingsford.

MAR. GIBBS: Without any corres-
pondirg sum on the part of the
company ?

MAR. MACKENZIE : I made no
Such arrangement.

MAR. McCALLUM said this harbour
was what used to be called French-
man's Bay, and was about eight miles
from Windsor Harbour, where the
Government had expended a large
amount of money. Since Windsor
Hlarbour went into the hands of a
private company ho was satisfied no
money had been expended on it. H1e
Would ask the hon. the Minister ol
Public Works what depth of water he

expected to get there for this amount
of $10,000, and whether surveys had
been made. He understood the hon.
gentleman to say it would be one of
the best harbours on the lake.

MR. MACKENZIE: I said in that
neighbourhood.

MR. McCALLUM said he questioncd
whether $10,000 would make it a har-
bour of refuge, or as good a harbour
as Port Whitby. It was the old story
of wasting public money on private
property and local works, and by-and-
bye when it would be necessary to
build harbours, there would bo no
money to do it, if we went on investing
private works in this manner.

MAR. BLAKE said it would be of in-
torest to the Committee if the hon.
member for South Ontario would give
information as to the net revenue of
this enterprise. It must be a matter of
surprise to the Government that a cor-
poration paying ten per cent. per an-
num should receive a public subsidy.
Had the hon. member placed his view
on record before the Government pre-
vious to the grant, it would have pre-
vented Parliament from granting a
sum to assist a corporation in such a
prosperous condition. If the hon.
gentleman would give anything like
the same information with reference to
this enterprise, the Government would
withdraw their vote.

MAR. GIBBS (South Ontario) said
he knew nothing whatever of the
affairs of this Company. He knew
it was an enterprise entered
upon by a young man, Mr.
McLellan, who deserved credit for
what he had done thero. It had been
a very considerable benefit to that sec-
tion. With reference to the Oshawa
Harbour Company, a dividend had
been regularly declared since its con-
struction, of ton to twelve per cent.
per annum, and lie (Mr. Gibbs) had
placed on the minutes of the Company
bis views relative to the Government
grant, which the Company could have
sent to the Government, had they seen
fit to do so. The Government could
have made those enquiries if they had
pleased. All he could siy was that
the $5,000 were thrust upon it.
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MR. BLAKE: I am sure that my
hon. friend refused to take his share of
it.

MR. CAMERJON said it was to his
knowledge that this Company pro-
posed to borrow $25,000 on the secu-
rity of this harbour with a mortgage
of certain private property at Ottawa,
as collateral security. They repre-
sented the harbour was paying an in-
come to afford ample security for the
loan of the $25.000. The Government
should not give aid of this
kind to a private enterprise without
having officially before it on the re-
cords of the Department, thorough in-
formation as to the financial affairs of
the company, and the character and
position of the work they were going
to make. The whole principle of
affording aid to these private com
panies was wrong.

Mit. McCALLUM said that the hon.
member for South Bruce had stated
that, of course, if the Oshawa Harbour
Company made so much dividend, the
Government would not give it any
money. le (Mr. McCallum) did not
see that the financial position of a com-
pany should be made a standard by
which the Government should judge
whether to give them a money grant
or not, or that the Government should
grant money to a company because it
did not pay a dividend of ten per cent.
It might be a better investment for the
Dominion to expend $20,000 in that
harbour than $5,000, because it was not
known what amount of water could be
got for 85,000. If $5,000 were suffi-
cient to get a draught of water there
so that vessels might have shelter in a
storm, it was right enough. But if it
took 810,000, $5,000 would not suit.
The Goverument should know the
draught of water they would obtain for
the money now appropriated for that
purpose.

MR. BOWELL said the statement of
the lion. member for South Ontario had
also been made by him on a similar
vote last Session. The Government
were taking out of the publie revenue
an additional sum in order to make
that private property valuable, and to
make it pay a good dividend to the in-
dividual stockholders. It must be cvi-
dent that those grants were given for

Ma. GIBBS.

a political purpose. Why should indi-
viduals receive a grant from Parlia.
ment to enhance the value of their own
property ? The law provided that
every dollar raised by tolls upon ship-
ping by Government should be ex.
tended in imnproving the harbours,
while individual companies were not
subject to such restrictions, but could
pocket the money received from touls.

MR. BLAKE said that while he quite
agreed with the principle that wherever
a harbour was the property of a pri-
vate individual or corporation, before
giving a grant to improve said property,
there should be a strict scrutiny into
its affairs, with a view to avoid occur-
ences such as that which the hon.
member for South Ontario had so deep-
ly regretted in private for the past Lwo
years, and in public for the first time
to-night, still, the circumstances
stated by the hon. the Minister of Pub-
lic Works were tolerably good pre-
sumptive guarantee against the har-
bour being in a remunerative position.
Rural municipalities were not very
apt to be free with the money raised
on their taxes. There were not many
who would be willing to pay a bonus
Of $13,000 towards a harbour which
was a paying concern.

MR. CAHMERON: There was no har-
bour.

Ma. BLAKE: Thon obviously the
municipality must have been of opin-
ion that the harbour would not at all
have been constructed upon the indi-
vidual credit of the parties, and that it
would not pay, unless they were will-
ing to grant that sum towards it. The
hon. the First Minister would take care
there would be no recurrence of this
case mentioned by the hon. member for
South Ontario, by, in the first place, re-
ducing the vote, in accordance with
his suggestion, to the same amount as
that granted to other harbours, and, in
the second place, by assuring the Com-
mittee that this reduced sum should
not be paid until it was ascertained the
harbour was not paying a revenue.

SmR JOHN A.MACDONALD sald this
was rather a strange state of affairs.
Here the G-overnment asked for
$10,000 for this Pickering ha'-
bour. Upon a simple statement
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Supply.



Supply. 2527

of facts which the Government onght
to have known before asking for a far-
thing, they eut the amount down one-
half. The hon. the Premier was asked
on what gronnd he asked for this vote.
Well, he said, there has been consider-
able expenditure there, he understood
$80,000. What evidence did the hon.
gentleman lay before the House that
it was $80,000? He did not know, but
he rememabered, he knew positively,
that $33,000 had been expended. He
asked this House to vote a sum of pub-
lic money, and would not pay it the
compliment of preparing the neces-
sary information. The hon. gentleman
did not know the depth of water re-
quired for that harbour; whether it
would be a profitable or unprofitable
work; ail he knew was that Mr. Mc-
Lellan was a very praiseworthy gen-
tleman, that he bought this property
from Mr. Hillyard Cameron for a song,
and asked the Government to help him,
and the Government gave twice as
much as was given to any other har-
bour along that coast. Mr. MeLellan
was well known to be a strong politi-
cal supporter of the hon. gentleman,
and to be the son-in-law of a strong
friend of bis who was bought over in
1874, Dr. McGill. This transaction
being exposed, the hon. gentleman was
willing to eut it down to $5,000, and
that this should not be expended if the
statements made on this side of the
Ilouse prove to be at all well founded.
This bon. gentleman was the careful
guardian of the public Treasury; this
hon. gentleman who came down here
to ask for this vote, without even pay-
ing this bouse the respect of eharging
his memory with the facts relating to
the case. It was, throughout, a most
suspicious transaction, one which went
far to justify any inference made as to
the motives which prompted the Gov-
ernment in placing many of these
suums in the Estimates.

MR. MACKENZIE said ho had given
accurate information. He had stated
a sum of $33,000 had been paid by the
municipality, and another $20,000 had
been advanced as a loan by the muni.
cipality. The only thing ho was
uncertain about was whether the loan
was $23,000 or $20,000, and the gift
410,000 or $13,000. He also told the

Committee that the company had ex-
pended, he believed, about $15,000.
le was uncertain what the previons
expenditure by the municipality and
other local authorities amounted to.

ILs impression was the entire oxpendi-
ture from local sources amounted to
$80,000.

MR. GIBBS: Did $80,000 cover the
expenditure before it came into the
hands of the present proprietors as
well as since ?

MR. MACKENZIE. That was my
impression, showing it was manifestly
of local importance, or so much money
would not have been expended on it.

MR. GIBBS: Well, Mr. Cameron
spent $30,000 on it and sold it for
85,000.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that was the
greatest reason why the public should
aid it. Another harbour the Govern-
ment aided in a similar manner,was the
Port Burton Company,which was voted
$7,500. This company was not able
through their revenues to maintain the
work,and Parliament came to their re-
lief. In the Maritime Provinces, where
there were few harbour corporations,
the expenditure was almost entirely
from the public purse. Nothing could
be more legitimate than to aid those
to the same extent as they aided
themselves. He had had no commun-
nication of any sort to show that it was
not a perfectly legitimate enterprise
which ought to be aided by the Gov-
ernment. The bon. member for South
Ontario (Mr. Gibbs) having represent-
ed that as far as he knew this harbour
was not in a different position from
others,he (Mr. Mackenzie) proposed to
reduce the vote to 85,000 with the
understanding that the money should
not be expended if he found that the
money would in any way minister to
private wants instead of serving public
interests.

Ma. McCALLUM said be protested
against making it the basis of assist-
ance to harbours, whethor they paid as
a private speculation or not. The
question was not whether this man
made money or not, but what
benefit the public derived from it.

Vote agreed to.
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281. Matane Harbour ........... $10,000
Chicoutimi Harbour (to pay
St. Lawrence Tow Boat Com-
pany for noney expended.).. 4,151

282. Woodward's Cove, Grand
Manan.................... 2,500
Roche Bay Pier, Anderson's
Hollow ..................... .3,000
Clifton Breakwater......... 1,000

283. Margaree, C.B............. 3,000
Lingan Breakwater.......... 2,000
Port Hood Breakwater...... 10,000
Three Fathom Harbour.... 3,000

284. Big Mininegash, P.E.I..... 4,000
Wood Island Breakwater... 4,000

285. Purchase of adredge......... 15,000
286. Removing Rock, Victoria

Harbour, B. C ............... 8,000
287. To pay expenses of Survey of

Coast in vicinity of Capes
Tormentine and Traverse on
Prince Edward Island and
Mainland, and a suggested
Railway connected between
said Capes to Intercolonial
and Prince Edward Island
Railways, with a view to
secure winter communica-
lion with the Island........ 5,000

OCEAN AND RAILWAY SERVICE.

288. To provide for half year's
Mail Subsidy between Hali-
fax and Cork, if recessary..

00

65

00

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

00

00

19,770 84

INDIANs.

289. To purchase seed grain...... $2,000 00

MR. MILLS said that this was for
Indians in the North-West. They
were settled, and were pressing for
surveys of their reservation.

MR. PLUMB said that the cultiva-
tion experiment with the Chippewas.
avery intelligent people in the State of
New York, had proved unsuccessful.

MR. ROBITAILLE said he wished
again to eall attention to the destitute
condition of the Indians in the Pro-
vince of Quebec. They required seed
grain. They were prevented fishing
by the Government, and should cer-
tainly be assisted. The policy of the
Government seemed to be to let thom
starve.

Ma. MILLS said that the Govern-
ment had merely to administer the pro-
vincial Indian funds.

MR. LANGEVIN said that the prin-
ciple of aiding these Indians had been
recognised.

Vote agreed to.
MR. MCCALLUM.

290.

291.

Further amount required
in Mantoba and North-West $5,000.00
Further amount, British
Columbia.................. 12,000.00

In answer to Mr. DECosmos,
MR. MILLS said that a grcat deal

of difficulty had arisen between the
the whites and Indians in
British Columbia, It was stated
that whites had settled on re.
servations, and in some cases obtain-
ing leases and then patents ; this had
led to much ill-felling. Three Com-
missioners, on bohalf of the Local and
Dominion Governments, were ap-
pointed to examine into these griev-
ances, but as the Province objected
afterwards to three, on the ground of
expense, Mr Sproat, the umpire, was
appointed sole CommisEioner, the privi-
lege of appealing to a Judge of the
Supreme Court being reserved to the
Province in case this was thought
desirable.

Vote agreed to.

MISCELLANEOUS.

292 To meet expenses of the.Ontario
Boundary Commission................. $15,00

293 To meet expenditure estimated to
be required to put in force the Act
respecting the traffic in Iatoxicat-
ing Liquors....... . . .... .............. 5,000

294 To pay a gratuity to Mrs. Coffin,
the widow of the late Lieutenant
Colonel W. F. Coffin, Commis-
sioner of Ordnance and Admiralty
Lands ....................... . 2,000

COLLECTION OF REVENUES.

Weights and Measures.

295 Amount required to provide for
the carrying out of the Act in
British Columbia .......................

Public Works.

296 Towards building Telegraph Line
from Victoria to Nanaimo, B,C.....

Dominion Lands.

(Surveys-Amount required for
J Township Surveys,Saskatchewan

297 Surveys Highways Manitoba.....
Offices-To provide for rent, sta-t tionery, &c.,for three new ofdces..

7,0 0

10,000
2,500

1,900

Resolutions ordered to be reported.
flouse resumed.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
Twenty minutes past

Two o'clock.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 8th May, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Two
d'olock.

PRAYERs.

MANITOBA PUBLIC SCOOLS
[BILL No. 78.]

BILL.-

(3fr. Mills.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the third time and passed.

SUPPLY.
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

(In the.Committee.)

PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS CHARGEABLE TO
CAPITAL.

256. Intercolonial Railway-Bal-
ance of appropriation for
1876-77 unexpended 3oth
September, 1877, and car-
ried forward by Special
Warrant on account of
freight cars (Revote)......$76,736 72

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,

Ma. MACKENZIE said that in all
740 box cars were built; 300 by con-
tract; 200 at Cobourg for $520 each ;
and 100 at London for $530 each; and
440 at the Government shops at Monc-
ton, costing a shade less.

Vote agreed to.

257. Intercolonial Railway-Bal.
ance of appropriation for
1876-77 unexpended 30th
September, 1877, and car-
ried forward by Special
Warrant on account of ex-
penses before Supreme
Court (Revote) ........ $8,575 14

In answer to Mr. LANGEViN,

MR. MACKENZIE said that the ex-
penditure was chiefly made in connec-
tion with the Jones case at Halifax;
another very important case, that of
Berlinquet, Bertrand & Co., was argued
before Judge Taschereau, of Quebec.
The whole of these cases, some of which
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had not yet come to trial, exceeded a
million in value; but the judgment in
the first and second cases practically
controlled all the others.

Vote agreed to.

258. Intercolonial Railway -
Amount awarded by arbi-
trators to Chipnan estate
for land taken for St. John
Station...... ............ $33,000 00

MR. MACKENZIE said that this was
for 5 4-10ths acres of land, situated in
the immediate vicinity of St.
John station, bought by the
New Brunswick Government when
it owned the railway. It was
never paid for; this Government
offered $20,000 for it last year ; offer
declined; and arbitrators awarded
$24,000 in the interest from lst Janu-
ary, 1872, which made the judgment
$33,000.

Vote agreed to.

259. Intercolonial Railway. Amount
required for constructing con-
ductors', cattle, and fish freight
cars...... .............. $16,000

260. Intercolonial Railway. Amount
required to complete the con-
struction of railway ............ 78,500

MR. MACKENZIE said that $75,00
were taken in 1877 8 to complete the
road. It was all spent,and further liabil-
ities incurred as follows:-D.McDonald,
on account of contract 10, $10,000-
admitted balance due,$17,000 ; Murphy,
$10,000-admitted balance due,$17,000;
excess of expenditure on passenger
cars and snow ploughs, $15,797 ; bal-
ance due Fairhaven Manufacturing
Company, $9,133; due E. Jones,
$12,228; balance due McDonald on
contract for ballasting, $800; Murphy,
for Restigouche Bridge, $172.86, on
which $10,000 was paid Nelson &
McGow, on contract 14, $7,475 ; other
claims, $5,98.

Vote agreed to.

261. Prince Edward Island Railway.
To pay Messrs.Schrieber à Bur-
pee in full settlement of all
claims in connection with their
contract for building therailway$4,551 86

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,
Ma. MACKENZIE said that Mr.

McGadney,who had been Traffic Super-
intendent of the Midland Railway,was,
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and had been since the opening of the
Prince Edward Railway, its Superin-
tendent.

MR. MITCHELL said as he had been
ili and absent from the House, he now
desired to call the attention of the
hon. the Postmaster-General to a letter
he had received from a correspondent
at St.Johncomplaining that the English
mail, after delivery at Rimouski,
though sent westward by special train,
was despatched east on a freight train,
occasioning serious delay. He hoped
arrangements would be made to send
this train east on a special.

MR. IUNTINGTON said he would
certainly be very glad to meet the
views of the hon. gentleman. He would
enquire into the subject with every
disposition to afford all possible facili-
ties.

Vote agreed to.

(Pacifie Railway-Fort Wil-
liam to Sunshine Creek..

2Sunshine Creek to English
IRiver ...................

262 Rat Portage to Cross Lake..
Cross Lake to Red River...
Telegraph lines and roadway

(Fort Frances Lock..........

$ 80,000

288,000
373,000

13,100
9,800

60,000

Ma. BUNSTER said ho regretted
that no provision was made for the
construction of the Esquimalt and
Nanaimo Railway. Some years ago
Government had passed a Bill to build
this road, through the flouse; but the
Sonate had thrown it out, and the
measure had never since been submit-
ted to the Upper Chamber. Hence
the intention of the Government was
not to construct this line. This was
unfair as it had been agreed to make
it part and parcel of the Canadian
Pacific Railway with Esquimalt as the
terminus. The Premier had stated
the other day that when they acceded
to office they communicated with
British Columbia, which accepted the
Carnarvon terms. He averred that
the Carnarvon terms had not been car-
ried out in good faith by Canada, and
that British Columbia was worth more
to the Dominion many times that the
cost of the railway. He was inclined
to suspect that the Government were
doing all they could to retard the con-
struction of the railway, fearing that

Ma. MK&ntzai.

if built it would carry away the people
from the other Provinces to British
Columbia, which was more favoured
in soil and climate. The Esquimalt
and Nanaimo Bill should be submitted
to the Senate again, as the Govern-
ment were now stronger in that body
than when they had rejected the mea-
sure.

Vote agreed to.

263. Carillon and Grenville Canal
-Land taken...................... $459 57

264. Lachine Canal-Furtheramount
required to pay for enlarge-
ment.................................. 4e5,600 00

265. Cornwall C a n a 1-Further
amount required to pay for
enlargement.................. ...... 50,005 00

267. Welland C a n a 1-Further
amount required to pay for
enlargement.... ......... ......... 138,500 00

268. Rideau Canal-Draw-bridge... 6,000 00
OttawaBuildings-Unexpended

balance of appropriation of
1876-7 for " Tower," carriedI forward 30th September,
1877, by Special Warrant

269. (Revote)......................... .. 8,000 00
Unexpended balance of appro-

priation of 1876-7 for '' West-
ern Block Extension," car-

J ried forward 30th Septem-
ber, 1877, by Special War-

( rant (Revote)..................... 142,325 86

Resolutions ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolutions reported.

PACIFIC RAILWAY AMENDMENT BILL.

SENATE AMENDMENTS INSISTED ON.

MR. SPEAKER read a message from
the Sonate acquainting this House
that the Senate doth insist on their
amendments made to the Bill No. 52, to
amend the Canadian Pacific Act, 1874,
to which the louse bath agreed, and
giving their reasons.

SUPPLY-CONCURRENCE.

Resolution reported from Committee
of Supply considered.

On Resolution 82, Pacific Railway,
$2,549,700,

MR. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said
that ho did not wish to enter into a
long discussion of this matter. -He
merely wished to say that lookilg
upon it from a British Columbia stand-
point, he thought that the policy of
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[MAT 8, 1878.]

the Government with regard to carry-
ing this road was not by any means
satisfactory. They had had this work
put off from year to year; and every
year they were told by the Govern-
ment that they expected to be in
position to commence the railway
next season. They were now
told that the Goverument, if they
had not adopted a route, had, at
least, under serious consideration the
adoption of a certain route; but in
case this was done, it still involved a
delay of almost another year, before
the contracts, if any were intended to
be awarded, would be let, and this
could not be done before the meeting
of the first Session of next Parliament.
When the Carnarvon compromise was
arrived at, between British Columbia
and the Government of Canada, it was
proposed that two millions annually
should be spent on it; all they saw put
down now was $500,000, and even this
could not be spent until after the next
meeting of Parliament. He consider-
ed that the policy of the Government
was not wise or far-seeing, as to their
manner of carrying on this railroad.
Detached portions of the road were
now being built to the west of Lake
Superior, between it and Red River,
and other portions, at least one large
portion of it, was still left broken in
the centre of that chain. West of
Red River they found that nothing
had been done towards the Rocky
Mountains, and now in British Colum-
bia they were told that the Govern-
ment had under consideration the
scheme of commencing this road at
Yale, and carrying it forward.
He did not come here to advocate any
particular route. He had always been
willing that the route which should be
recommended by the Engineers should
be adopted as the route. At the
same time lie was satisfied, after
reading these reports which had been
made, that the selection of Burrard
Inlet, as the terminus, could not be
considered as wise. The First Minister,
in giving extracts from the different
reports made by Mesars. b5mith and
Fleming, and other Engineers, did
fnot certainly give the report of an able
gentleman of high experience, Admiral
IHorsey, whose report laid on the
table, practically condemned Burrard
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Inlet as fit for the terminus of this rail-
way, the importance which it deserved.
It was approximate to the American
line, and, with regard to navigating
through the islands, it certainly offered
great disadvantages. However, they
knew that this route would be cheaper
than it would be to build the road to
Bute Inlet, and eventually carry it to
Vancouver Island, which would be
necessary, he presumed, in case the
Bute Inlet route was selected. The
Premier had told them that this route
would not be so favourablo as the
other, and in this opinion he fully
agreel; and it would have been much
more satisfactory if it would have
been seen that this road could be car-
ried to proper advantage. They were
now opening up large mining areas,
which required a great deal of machi-
nery to work, an-i they had now on
the way some two millions, at least,
and probably three or four millions of
dollars' worth of mills being sent up
there this summer. The freight on
each of these mills would not be less
than $10,000, and this was a very seri-
ous item for miners, who did not have
large capital, and who have been
struggling along for years in the hope
that they would have a road by which
they could get in machinery through
the Province at a cheaper rate. Ie
believed that the people of Cariboo
were perfectly willing to accept for-
ever what might be considered the
best route, looking at it from all points
of view, provided they saw that the
Ministry was in earnest, and intended
to go on with this undertaking; but he
did not think that the people would
believe that the Ministry was really in
earnest in pushing it on quickly, when
the Government now merely talked
about commencing it at Yale, and this
a year from the present time.
He did not think that Yale could ever
be considered a good point to start the
road from. The navigation of the
Fraser River was not the best in the
world ; and it was ouly open for nine
months in the year. The expense of
taking up rails to Yale would also be
very considerable. If the Ministry
should select the Barrard Inlet route,
he certainly thought it would be desir-
able to commence the work at once
at Burrard Inlet, or at least at Harrison
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River, a point to which steamers could
run at all seasons of the year except
a very few days wben the river might
be blocked with ice; but above Harri-
son River were numerous rapids, and
during winter navigation was there
nearly always suspended, at least, for
three months. He considered that
British Columbia had made many sac-
rifices for which she had received no
reward. lu the first place, when they
came into the Union, they had the
privilege of retaining their own tariff
until the railway was completed, or of
.accepting the Canadian, and they did
the latter, though it was then some-
what lower than their own. But the
'Canadian tariff had since been raised
again and again until they were now
paying, in this regard, more than they
were paying originally. He thought
that the figures -would bear him out
when he said that British Columbia
was now paying, at least, $50,000 into
the Treasury more than she would have
done under the former tariff she
had when she came into the Union.
It had been raised for the purpose of
building the Pacific Railway and of
improving the canals and other mat-
ters. But what did they find ? The
Intercolonial Ralway was completed,
and the Welland and Lachine Canals,
and the Fort Frances Locks ; all these
works were being done, but nothing
-whatever had been done with
regard to British Columbia's
interests, and they had only
the faint shadow of a promise that,
perhaps in another year, the Govern-
inent might use this monev towards
building a portion of this road. One
point, he thought, had been overlooked
to a great extent by the people of the
Dominion with reference to British
-Columbia. They imported, in propor-
tion to their population, much more of
foreign goods than any other Province
of the Dominion, and the hon. member
for Centre Toronto had reminded the
louse the other day that British Col-

umbia imported less than she exported.
Consequently they did not run in
debt like the other Provinces were
doing. They had no deficit; they
were working and feeling their way
<:autiously and quietly, and, therefore,
they were not placed at the heavy dis-
.advantage of being obliged to provide

MR. THoMPsoN.

for the deficit incurred by the other
Provinces. The total imports of Brit-
ish Columbia last year were $2,393,000,
and of this a very large portion was
imported from the United States, coin-
prising articles which they could as
well import from Canada, and which,
if the railway was built, would afford
splendid bargains for the Ontario
manufacturers. There were imported
into British Columbia last year manu-
factured goods in iron and steel no less
than $117,000 worth, 75 per cent. of
which came from the United States;
of India rubber goods, 93 per cent.;
leather boots and shoes and other
leather goods, 92½ per cent.; brooms
and brushes, 83T per cent.; carriages
and carriage furniture, 87 per cent.;
cabinetware and fuiniture, 97 per cent.;
cordage, rope and twine, 95 per cent.;
paper, 82 per cent., and stationery, 72
per cent., from the United States;
all of which, if they had a
railway might be furnished from
Ontario. Cottons, woollens and
hosiery were also imported to a
very large extent, but the greater por-
tion came, however, from Great Bri-
tain. He thought that if this road
was completed,Canadian manufactures,
which were now struggling along and
competing with the United States,
would find a very valuable market
open not only in British Columbia
but also in the whole North-West
country, which would be traversed by
the line all the way from Red River to
the Pacific, and he thought that the
people of British Columbia certainly
were led to believe that the Govern-
ment would carry this railway on
with greater energy in the future than
in the past. He did not see that their
policy was such as could afford any
satisfaction, and he only trusted that
the people of this country would rise
and showed that they were in earnest,
and that any Government which re-
mained in power must do so by carry-
ing out the railway policy which alone
could ever build up this country and
make it great, united and prosperous.

MR. DECOSMOS said it was not his
wish to inflict a speech on the Hlouse.
It was a matter of necessity that c0n
pelled him to occupy its attention.
The utterance of the First Minister in
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respect to this railroad was one that
the Canadian people of to-day and the
Canadian people of the future would
condemn. The utterance of the First
Minister on this point was neither
right nor wrong. It was one of the
hon. gentleman's metaphysical efforts,
and if he was allowed to say so with-
out doing violence to Parliamen-
tary usage, the hon. gentleman's utter-
ance with respect to the Canadian
Pacifie Railway was a delusion and a
snare. The hon. gentleman conveyed
the idea to the House that it was his
intention to adopt the Fraser River
route. le did not believe that this
was the hon. gentleman's intention, or
that he intended to adopt any other
route in British Columbia. He be-
lieved that this was one of the hon.
gentleman's Machiavellian efforts to
deceive the people of British Columbia,
and at the same time to try and keep
them within the Union, for fear they
might take both the Federal and Pro-
vincial Governments of the country
into their own hands.

Mn. HOLTON: Hear, hear.

MR. DECOSMOS said he heard his
hon. friend from Chateauguay, who
was one of the original Annexationists,
he believed, in the Province of Quebec,
ay "Il Hear, hear." He (Mr. DeCosmos)

had never a particle of Annexationist
blood in his veins; but he would make
this remark, that unless the people of
Canada were prepared to build this
railway through that country, they had
no other destiny on this side of the
Continent, than to take the course of
the hon. member for Chateauguay,
when he signed that celebrated peti-
tion for annexation to the United
States. Their -whole frontier, from
Manitoba all along the Eastern Provin-
ces, and all along the great bend of
the Intercolonial, was all tapped by
the United States. They had no
great back country, no great north
country. They had the means
of making a country, so far as
a manufacturing country might go,
but it was only in the great West that
they had the backbone and body and
the future soul of this north end of the
Continent. If there was to be any
such thing as a nation in this north
end of the Continent, and such a thing

as an Anglo-Norman nation, as in Asia
and Europe-there was the Russia-
Northman nation-they must build this
railway. It was railway or absorption
into the United States ; railway or
dissolution. le was astonished at the
stupidity of the Canadians in that
they could support any Government
in this country who were not bold
enough to take the thing into their
own hands and construct a railway
across the continent. He was not, he
would remark, making a set speech,
but talking as if in private conversa-
tion. There was only one portion of
this Dominion where they could make
a great city, and that was in British
Columbia, and this was, first, where
this Administration had failed. With
millions and tensof millions and thous-
ands of millions around the Pacific
Ocean, gathering and commencing
with the population of Russia, North
of China, floating down to the millions
ofChina, and to the islands still un-
occupied, there was an immense trade
to be done there to-day and in the
future. And what were our Caiadian
rulers doing? Nothing. The hon.
the Minister of the Interior had taken
in several icebergs, he believed, recent-
ly, near the Ncrth Pole, and expected
Her Majesty to pass an Act through
the Imperial Parliament in order that
he might take these icebergs into his
possession and utilize the drift, if there
was any drift in the Pleocene period,
or something of the sort. Speaking a
little more seriously, he would say,
that if they took the whole route from
Livingstone to Edmonton, he was as-
sured by the Commissioner of the Fur
Trade branch of the Hudson Bay Com-
pany, that there was not 20 per cent.
of the land there fit for cultivation.
He was assured, on the other hand, by
gentlemen belonging to the Hudson
Bay Company, and their Com missioner
also, that if they took a northern
route, they could carry settlement
from the borders of Manitoba
into the Rocky Mountains, and carry
this railway through the Rocky
Mountains into British Columbia, and
find as good a country as Germany was
1,000 years ago. They could also
find on the Pacific a port
where they could compete with the
United States ports. He would repeat,
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what he had previously told the House,
that there wore only three ports on the
Pacific Ocean owned by the United
States where a terminus could be made
for a transcontinental railway-a ter-
minus in the face of 1,000 millions of
people such as the 800 millions as our
terminus would front. The first point
on the part of this Ministry, and of the
engineers employed by it to have de-
cided, should have been where this port
should be; and when the port had been
found, then to construct the railway.
The indications given by the First
Minister the other day were that this
road would run by the Fraser Valley
route, moving from the Dominion
through a barren country down to
Kamloops, through another barren
country, and taking the trough
called the Valley of the Thompson,
and down through a gorge in the
mountains and through another gorge,
at last finding a small valley about
forty miles this side of the Fraser
River, where it would be possible for
the hon. gentleman to go up and find
a little way traffic, forty miles from
the terminus at New Westminster. He
had in his desk a copy of the North
Pacifie Railway Bill, and in it was ref-
erence to the running of a line north
of the existing terminus at Tacoma.
When they ran a line north of this ter-
minus and reached Holmes Harbour,
there would be nothing more easy than
for these people or anybody else-and
he knew the people who proposed to
do it-to run a line towards the Fraser
River and connect with the Pacifie at
Sumas, and by this means draw all
the ocean navigation in sailing and
steamships to that certain point; and
thus build up one of the greatest cities
that by any possible means could be
built on the American continent.
They would build it on Puget
Sound, in Washington Territory,
with the aid and assistance of the
people, who, in his judgment, did not
know how to build up this great
nationality. The proper route for this
railway to take was the Northern
route, and by way of Bute Inlet. When
they reached Johnson's Straits, they
could there, if they wished, build the
Constantinople of this continent, and a
historical city that might live for ever;
and be protected and have such a his-

MR. IDECOSMOS.

tory in the coming future as even the
Bosphorus and Constantinople pos-
sessed; and, to be still more practical,
when it reached this point it could be
crossed by a ferry. le was very
sorry, and he regretted to say that the
Premier had not brought down the
papers with respect to this matter;
and sorry to say, in addition, that the
Premier had not brought down the
correspondence asked for, and called
for, and demanded by this House. The
hon. gentleman had dared to keep back
the correspondence botween the Im-
perial, Provincial and Dominion Gov-
ernments in this relation, and they
were there to-day without the evidence
they should have had in their posses-
sion to enable them to form a just con-
ception of this subject. A remark was
made the other day about ferries and
bridges; but there was no earthly
necessity whatever for any expendi-
ture in order to connect the Bute Inlet
route with Vancouver Island. Any
hon. gentleman who had visited New
York within the last 30 years,must know
that there were upwards of a million
people gathered around the shores of
New York harbour; and when he want-
ed to go to Washington in winter, when
the ice was floating down the river, he
got on board a steamer and passed over
to New Jersey. In their country,
where they could connect Vancouver
Island with British Columbia, no ice
floated. Scarcely a frost was
felt there, and we could pick
pansies and daisies all the year
round, and yet they heard here, over
and over again, and read it in the Press,
that they must have bridges at this
point. There was no necessity for
bridging there, and the moment they
struck the centre of Vancouver Island,
they struck a country full of iron and
coal, the most accessible for settlement
existing in their Province to-day. A-nd
yet this Ministry dared and professed
to do what ? To bring this railway by
a route that would not only make the
chief town on the North Pacific, on the
American side, but also deprive Ca-
nada of the commercial advantages to
which she was entitled. He would go
further. A map had been prepared,
and was in the possession of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, which indicat-
ed and showed the character of the
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land. It was prepared by the acting
Chief Engineer to give information to
this country ; and why had not this
map been brought down to the House
and circulated through Parliamenit,
and communicated to the Senate ?
There was a design in this, and this
design he believed was not in the in-
terests of this country. Whatever it
might be, it might be to shelter the
Chief Engineer. He had no confidence
in the Chief Engineer of the Pacifie
Railway, but he had full and complete
confidence in that lion-faced engineer,
Marcus Smith, who knew more of the
west side of the Dominion than any
man on earth. He would repeat again
that gentleman knew more of the west-
ern portion of this Dominion than any
man on earth. If he (Mr. DeCosmos)
were Premier of this Dominion, he
would relieve himself of an engineer of
whom he had stated on the floor of this
House that he was more an author
than an engineer; and lie would take
that man who was a thorough engi-
neer, who had explored the country,
and had written reports on it year
after year, of which he believed the
present reports before the House to be
a garbled copy. He (Mr. DeCosmos)
knew that reports existed to-day in
the Department of Public Works which
had never been produced before
this House. This House was called on
to cast a vote for the Pacifie Railway,
and yet did not get the necessary in-
formation. He felt ashamed to see
that documents bearing upon one of
the grandest undertakings of the
country were kept back, in order to
prevent hon. gentlemen from using
them. Therefore, as far as he could
gather, the great object of this Govern-
ment was to delay the construction of
the railway. The great point to be
considered was, first, to find the port,
then to go on with the work. The
late Government found their port, the
port of Esquimalt, through,he believed,
the sound judgment of the hon. mem-
ber for Charlevoix, was that there were
other ports which could be selected,
the ports of Alberni and Quatsino, of
all of which the Government could
take advantage, if it were willing to
adopt the right route. His firm con-
viction was that this Government had
no idea of building the railway. If he

recollected, the hon. the Premier, in a
letter written to the convention at
Toronto last February, stated they
would not have attempted to do any-
thing towards building the railway on
our western coast, had it not been
obligitory on them. lu what way
were they fulfilling this obligation?
There had not been a day since 1870,
when this trans-continental railway
could not have been commenced on
the Pacific coast. It could go on at
this moment if the hon. gentleman de-
sired it. British Columbia had con-
tended for the immediate construction
of the railway, but last year had made
an arrangement with the Imperial
Government to give this Government
one year's delay. This year had pass-
ed, eighteen months had elapsed, and
what had they done ?

Ma. MASSON: Nothing.
Ma. DECOSMOS: Probably they

did not wish to do anything. When
that twelve months' time had been
given the Government, it was
intended that they would not
merely define the route, but
would commence the work this year,
and yet it was held by the hon. the
Premier that in order to commence
any work we must wait until next
Session of Parliament. Nothing in
the shape of fulfilling the obligation
on the part of this Government had
been done, with the exception of an
honest attempt, he believed, to build a
portion by sending out rails to British
Columbia. 1e would not occupy the
time of the House any longer except to
state on bebalf of the people whom he
had the honour to represent, and other
members from British Columbia could
put in their protest on behalf of the
people they represented, that they
wanted that railway commenced this
year, and if any further surveys were
necessary to be made, let then be
made.

Ma. DE WDNEY said at this very
late period of the Session he did not
intend to occupy the time of the House
at a great length. Had the hon. mem-
ber for Victoria not made his remarks,
he doubted whether he would have
entered into this discussion. He who
had lived in the country for many
years could appreciate the diffculties
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which the hon. the Minister rof Public
Works had to contend with in order to
obtain thorough information with re-
gard to that country. He was glad to
hear the hon. member for Charlevoix
speak in such flattering terms of the
Engineer of this road who had, almost
from the very inception of this under-
taking, shown a great deal of
ability and foresight. As early as 1871,
after the first surveys had been con-
ducted, the Chief Engineer's idea was
that the Yellowhead or Leather Pass
should be adopted as far as the passes
to the Rocky Mountains were concern-
ed, and the succeeding surveys proved
it was right. The three routes men-
tioned by the hon. the Premier, name-
ly, the Northern route, the Fraser
River route, the Bute Inlet route, had
been so minutely described, that he
proposed only to say a few words
about them. The only information
obtained with regard to the Northern
route was from the reports of Mr.
Selwyn, Mr. Smith and Mr. Hunter-
information received through the In-
dians on Hudson Bay grounds. Mr.
Smith gave no information with
regard to this route, although he very
strongly advocated it, and even went
so far as to recommend that construc-
tion should commence on the Western
route in connection with the Northern
route. The Bute Inlet route seemed
to have been discarded by Mr. Smith.
He hardly referred to it; at any rate,
he did nlot refer to that portion which
would condemn it entirely, the por-
tion between Tête Jaune Cache and
Fort George. With regard to the
Burrard Inlet route, which the Gov-
ernment proposed to adopt, he (Mr.
Dewdney) had always favoured it, but
as the hon. the Premier had gone very
minutely into its merits, he did not
propose to discuss it. There was one
point to be mentioned in connection
with its military aspects. Both mili-
tary and naval testimony were unanin-
ous in declaring that so long as we con-
trolled the naval superiority in these
waters, our commerce would not be
interfered with. He held a report
from an engineer, General Debray,
who was sent to report on the San
Juan question :-

" The fitness of this Island (San Juan) for
a permanent fortification, or for a military

MR. DWDNEY.

station ofthis kind, depends upon its relation
to so much of our water frontier as lies alongthe Straits of Fuca, and its water communi.
cation with the Gulf of Georgia.

" This particular subject was, therefore,
kept in mind while I was pursuing my gen-
eral examination of the north-west coast. It
directed the paiticular course of my inspec-
tions of those waters, and led me to extend
my explorations as high up as Fraser River.

" I find nothing in the magnitude, form,
or position of San Juan Island that will
admit of the treatment for such a purpose,
separate fron general military consi derations
-those only with which I have anything t&
do-and I now proceed to give, as briefly as
I can, the convictions that have arisen in
my mind after mature reflection.

" Great Britain, by owning the whole of
Vancouver Island, of which the southern
shore bounds the Straits of Fuca on the
north, possesses, just within its southern
extremity, the admirable man-of-war har-
bour of Esquimalt, and she now occupies it
as a naval station, having present there, at
the time of my visit, one line-of-battle ship
and four war steamers. This harbour has,
in a high degree, every internal convenience,
facility of ingress and egress at all times,
and perfect defensibleness, at a moderate
cost, by fortifications, should such defence
be considered necessary at future times.

" My first remark on these circumstances
is, that, possessing Eequimault harbour, the
ownership of the San Juan Archipelago, or
of that Island alone, is not necessary to,
Great Britain, for her own occupation, either
for defensive or offensive purposes; because
while occupying Esquimault Harbour, and
enjoying naval superiority, she will con-
mand completely, so far as local position
wiIl enable her, the Straits of Fuca, and all
other waters within Cape Flattery, including
Puget Sound, Admiralty Archipelago.
Without that naval superiority, all our*com-
merce and communications therein will he
interrupted, or exposed to the gteatest
hazards.

" With superiority afloat, she will need no
fortifications in the Archipelago, in order to
cmmand the passages. The quiet and
pleasant waters may be much resorted to by
her cruisers, but the place of;refreshment;
rendezvous, and, if need be, of refuge, will,
because there can be no better, be Esqui-
mault itself. Indeed, a fortified anchorage
at San Juan Island, for instance, would not
be essentially nearer, and would no better
overlook our harbours of Dungeness, Port
Discovery, Sequin Harbour, Admiralty In-
let, Puget Sound, etc., than that oi Esqui-
mault.

" Neither doee Great Britain need Saa
Juan Island, nor any other Island in the
group, for the purpose of defending by
fortifications, her communications with the
Gulf of Georgia.

" Such a system would demand numerous
works to overlook the many navigable pas.
sages through the group, while the same-
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force that will be indispensable for other
purposes, will be precisely the best descrip-
tion of force for this defence, and for inter-
ception of, and resistance to, expeditions
from distant shores."

He would refer to one more matter in
connection with this, namely, the point
which had been made by the hon.
member for Victoria, with reference
to the terminus in the United States
Territory. He stated that the line
could be connected very easily
with the lite from Fraser River
to Holt's Harbour, and that the
American would take our commercial
town from us. le (Mr. Dewdney)
held a different opinion. One of his
reasons in favour of this line was the
ease with which it could be connected
with the American system of railways
in Washington Territory. Should the
Northern Pacific Railway be built, the
whole of the trans-continental trade
would pass from our own port over our
own line. It would also give us a har-
bour on our own territory. The hon.
memlkr for Victoria gave as a reason
for advocating the Northern route,
that it would assist the mines of
Cariooo and Omineca. There was
something in that, but he would inform
the hon. member that there were also
mines in that sonth-eastern country.
He might enter into a discusbion of
the different harbours and answer some
of the objections raised against Bur-
rard Inlet, but as the hon. member for
Victôria had not gone into this ques-
tion, no doubt ho deemed Burrard Inlet
was easy of access and capable of doing
the whole business.

MR. DECOSMOS said ho believed
Burrard Inlet was not a suitable bar-
bour. The only harbours to be found
capable to meet our requirements
would be found in Vancouver's Island.

MR. DEWDNEY said the naval tes-
timony was in favour of Burrard Inlet.

MR. DECOSMOS said some hon. gen-
tlemen holding the same views as the
nember for Yale, had presented an ad-
dress to Admiral De Horsey to influence
bim, but ho had made a report as a
disinterested officer of Her Majesty's
Navy.

Mu. DEWDNEY said he had read
that Leport very carefully, and ho could

only come to the conclusion that it was
made on information received from the
friends of the hon. member for
Victoria, and also on information
which Admiral De Horsey himself ad-
mitted ho had received from
Mr. Marcus Smith. Any one who
looked at the maps would find that in
one-twentieth of Burrard Inlet there
was as much anchorage as in the whole
of Esquimalt Harbour. The hon. mem-
ber for Victoria would recollect when
a boat leaving Esquimalt for the last
time, just before she was burnt, in en-
tering San Francisco, had to be
towed out. That did not speak very
highly for the harbour which the hon.
gentleman had advocated for so many
years.

MR. DECOSMOS said the bad ma-
chinery of the Constitution prevented
lier from moving round, and that was
no charge against the harbour of
Esquimalt.

MR. DEWDNEY said ho had taken
very great interest in the route of the
railway through British Columbia, and
he was glad to see that it was about to
be adopted by thô Government. He
believed no further information could
alter the determination they had come
to. The only serions objection which
had been made to this route was, that
the Americans would take our com-
mercial port from us, but ho did not
think there was much in that objec-
tion. Hewas rather disappointed that
the Government had not taken author-
ity to construct some portions of the
railway in British Columbia this year.
He had no doubt that the Premier was
in receipt of requests from British Co-
lumbia to commence it at once, and ho
trusted that it would not turn out as
foreshadowed by the hon. member for
Victoria, that the Government did not
mean business, and did not mean to
construct the Pacifie Railway for
many years to come. He trusted the
Government would take an early op-
portunity of calling for tenders, and.
that before this time next year, work
would be commenced on the road.

MR. SMITH (Selkirk) said the hon.
member for Victoria (Mr. DeCosmos)
had stated that the Commissioner of
the Hudson Bay Company, for the
fur trade, thought that not one-
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twentieth of the land between
Fort Pelly or Livingston and Edmon-
ton was fit for cultivation. He thought
the hon. gentleman must have entirely
misunderstood the Commissioner, who
was not in the habit of making after-
dinner speeches, and certainly could
not have spoken in that sense. A very
great portion, indeed, of the country
between Livingston and Edmonton
was well fitted for settlement-not one-
twentieth, but nineteen-twentieths of
it. At the same time, there was no
doubt that in the more northern part
of the continent, in the Peace River
and Arthabaska region, there was
much land well fitted for cultivation.
He, as a member for Manitoba, repre-
senting the important city of Winnipeg
and the county of Selkirk, had always
been in favour of the road passing by
the south of Manitoba; but, of course,
it was looked upon in a Dominion point
of view by the Government. He could
ýonly express his regret that the inter-
ests of the people of Manitoba could
not be more closely considered in the
matter. Ie had had several represen-
tations from his constituents, stating
that they would have been very glad
to have accepted the Bill of the hon.
the Minister of the Interior, providing
for colonization roads; and would then
not have regretted the Pacifie Railway
going to the north of Lake Manitoba.
Unfortunately, that Bill had not been
carried into law. H1e trusted that next
year that or some similar measure
would be passed.

M.R. D]ECOSMOS repeated his state-
ment that, within the last fortnight,
the Fur trade Commissioner of the
Hudson Bay Company had informed
him, and he knew it also through
the acting Chief Engineer of
the Pacifie Railway, that there
was not 20 per cent. of the land from
Livingston to Edmonton fit for culti-
vation; while 60 or 100 miles farther
north there was good land all along.

Ma. SMITH (Selkirk) said that, from
his own knowledge of the land, he was
.convinced there must have been some
misunderstanding.

MR. BUNSTER objected to the sug-
gestion of the Chief Engineer, that the
building of the road might be post-
poned. He was astonished that a gen-

MI. SMITH.

tieman who was supposed to be honour-
able, should have been telegraphed for
from the old country, and should make
a report for the concurrence of the
Government, and that the Government
did not dare to pronounce upon it
themselves, but wanted to hear what
Parliament would say. He (Mr. Bun-
ster) knew fuil well that the route
which the engineer seemed to incline
to would never bring the commerce of
the Pacifie Coast to British Columbia.
The Government had one good adviser
in Marcus Smith, who not only under-
stood engineering, but navigation, and
who had travelled over the country in
a canoe and overland during several
seasons. Could any one think that his
judgment was not superior to that of
the Chief Engineer ? British Colum-
bia had not been appreciated when Ca-
nada first got hold of her, though she
was becoming more appreciated, and
her wealth and position were claiming
the attention of the Canadian statesmen
and people. The Government should
select the best port, and not ai ice-
bound port, such as Yale would be.
Twenty miles above New Westminster
they could not have boats drawing
more than 20 inches of water, or some-
times not more than 10 inches of
water.

Ma. MoINNES: Four feet.

MB. BUNSTER said the only proper
route was that by way of Bute Inlet.
That had been surveyed by Mr. Wad-
dington, an English engineer who lost
his life in this city of Ottawa, when he
came here in the interests of his adopt-
ed country, British Columbia, and gave
the late Government a great deal of
information. If the route went by
way of Bute Inlet, it would be nearer
to the coal mines, and that was an im-
portant question. On the Chilicotin
Plains there was scarcely any fuel,
and in a few years the fuel on the
Fraser River would be all consumed
by the Indians. Admiral De Horsey
had pronounced fairly and squarely in
favour of Bute Inlet and against
8urrard Inlet. He knew that other
Admirals were interested in giving a
different opinion. He had been the
agent for Admiral Cochrane in purchas-
ing land. These other officers were
interested and that interfered with
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their judgment. Admiral De Horsey
simply wanted to do justice to the Gov-
ernment in reference to the best route.
Mr. Sandford Fleming said:-

" I have great faith in the future of a coun-
try favoured with a bountiful supply of the
natural elements of prosperity The capa.
bilities of the Territories of the Dominion, on
the Pacific Coast, are great. Vaucouver Is-
land alone is capable of supporting, by the
industries which may be esta blished, a large
population."

Remark the contradiction. This gent-
leman stated, in the former instance,
that a railway in Vancouver Island was
not necessary, and then said that this
Island was capable of supporting, by
industries that might be established,
a large population. " This result
might not be obtainea for years." Of
course it would not if the Government
deprived British Columbia of herrights,
which, however, she would yet get.
He would read further:

"Wheu the Island becomes fully inhabit-
ed, an independent railway system, which,
by that time, might be created withn its
limits, it may then, with comparative finan.
cial ease, be connected with the main land
by wLy of Bute Inlet, as necessity may dic-
tate."

He wished to point out the injustice
done to the Island. Ever since Con-
federation and the late Government
were in power, 20 miles of land, by
request of Canada, were reserved on
each side of the road by the British
Columbia Government in good faith.
But had faith been kept by the Gov-
ernment of Canada? No. The popu-
lation was being driven away from the
Island to the American shore and the
main land, when it would have settled
on the Island if this land was available;
and, if sold, this land would pay for
more than two such railroads. If
British Columbia could assert her
rights fairly in a proper court she
could, to-day, get against the Dom-
inion a large claim for the way
in which hie settlement of that
country had been retarded by
Canada. Twenty miles on each side
Of the route were still reserved, and
the Premier had said that he did not
for a moment consider this a part of
the bargain ; nevertheless, this reserve
was not lifted, and good British sub-

jects who came there had to leave their
shores and go to the American side
and the mainland in consequence of
this fact. This was one great injus-
tice. Again the line between Esqui-
malt and Nanaimo should have been
built. They exported, last year,
450,000 tons of coal, and a penny a
ton would have paid the interest on
this investment. The Government had
already had the line surveyed and the
rails were landed, but unused, while
they had plenty of ties adjacent to the
road. With a very little more expen-
diture it could to-day be put in running
order. The Engineer-in-Chief reported
-this gentleman, he vould observe,
used " if" very often and made no
positive report:-

" If we abandon the idea of extending the
Railway to Vancouver Island, and fall back
on Waddington Harbour, we would have for
a terminus a point not favoured by the prin-
cipal naval anthorities, and partaking of
the geographical objections of Burrard
Inlet."

If the road was brought by way of
Bute Inlet, there would be no occasion
for any branch, and it would open up
a portion of the Dominion that would
more than pay for itself, by the in-
creased amount that would be received
at the Custom House. The Dominion
now received from this source over
$500,000 a year, and if this road were
built, British Columbia would so con-
tribute over a million annually, and
more as the population increascd, but
here people had no confidence in the
commencement of this road by this
Government, and they were saying:
" I do not know, but it would
have been better if we never had
joined the Union." This was the
real feeling in British Columbia.
He thought the time was not far dis-
tant when the people of Canada would
pronounce their verdict and say to the
Government " You must carry out
your bargain with British Columbia;
we feel proud of her." A few days ago
the former knew nothing of the latter;
but now the feeling outside of the
House, and in the Press, was more
favourable towards that Province than
it had been. The Union and Central
Pacifie Railway had been constructed
in about three years and nine months
while the American civil war was
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raging. When California and the
Pacifie Coast people announced
their intention to build a road
across the continent they were
laughed at by those who considered
themselves the older and wiser heads
of the Eastern States who said, " No;
this could not be done ; money to
do it could not be found ;" and yet a
couple of young Englishmen went to
England, negotiated the lands, and
made a fortune out of it; and the road
was built. He pointed out how the
railroad engines had driven the
wolves and the wild beasts before
them, and had now accomplished the
task of driving them out of the country
and civilizing the Indians, which
previously had cost the United States
Government millions of dollars. He
also contrasted travelling in the
palace car which the tourist now en-
joyed with the exposure and hardships
endured by the early pioneers in their
open waggons when entering the coun-
try, many of whom lost their lives in
the attemptwhen r.ttacked by Indians;
while Indians to-day were completely
civilized by the fertilizing and
christianizing agoncy of the steam
engine. This enterprise, a few years
previously, had been considerea im-
possible by some would-be cautious
statesmen, who, to-day, hailed it as
the pride of the American continent.
It had robbed Canada of 500,000 of ber
native born subject, just merely for the
lack of enterprise of lier would-
be-nations-makers. The present na-
tion-makers had the ball at
their feet and did not roll it.
In fact, they had been tried and
found wanting, as would be shown by
the verdict of the people at the next
general elections. He had enough
confidence in the people of Canada to
believe that they would yet carry out
the broken terms of Union with British
Columbia, the Province before which
every other Province of this great Do-
iminion would fade into insignificance.
How easy it would be, with a little
combined action on the part of this
great Dominion, to build this road ac-
cording to the terms of Union. He
would ask any Canadian statesman,
whether he did not think it was his
bounden duty to sec this contract car-
ried out; and if he would not, and did

MI. BUNSTER.

not consider $500,000 a paltry sum to
put in the Estimates for this purpose,
and a shame and injustice' to British
Columbia. There was really no pro-
nounced opinion as to where the road
was to be built, and not a sod had been
turned. They had been in the Con-
federation since 1870, and it was in the
terms of Union that the work of con-
struction would be commenced within
two years; and yet nothing further
had ben done than to send a few rails
out there; and, if a bonus had been
offered to aBritish ColumbianCompany,
they could have made these rails
cheaper, because they had all the ma-
tertal in ore and coal. If the Govern-
ment did not want so to encourage
British Columbia, it was his opinion
that this should be done. He would,
however, bide his time, and see what
the Government was going to do, which
he did not think would be very much,
until after the elections were over.
The elections were troubling the Gov-
ernment more now than anything else,
and a great deal more than the Pacifie
Railway. le hopcd that whoever
would occupy the Ministerial Benches
next year would push on this road
with greater vigour than had beena the
case in the past by the Government;
and, therefore, he would rest his claim
on behalf of British Columbia on the
people of Canada, by insisting that
whoever was returned at the next
elections to govern this country,
should be pledged to carrying
this great national enterprise to an
immediate completion.

Ma. McINNES said that the hon.
member for Vancouver had stated
with respect to the navigation fron
Fraser River toYale,that there was only
about twenty inches of water in the
stream. He could assure hon. gentle-
man that this was not the fact. At the
lowest stage the depth of the water
there was from four to five feet. Vos-
sels passed over this route twice a
week; and in proof of this he would
remark that these boats carried fron
75 to 125 tons of freigbt. The senior
member for Victoria had commented
on the course adopted and the views
expressed by the First Minister, with
respect to the location of the lino
down the Valley of the Fraser, and
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stated that posterity would blame the
hon. gentleman for it, and considered
that the hon. gentleman had taken a
wrong step and one not in the interests
of the Province or of the Dominion
generally. He thought that, on the
contrary, that if the Ministry had
adopted any other course than the
Fraser Valley route, they would not
only have acted contrary to the true
interests of British Columbia, but also
of the Dominion; and not only con-
trary to the true interests of the peo-
ple of the present age, but also against
the true interests of posterity. The
Burrard Inlet route, he claimed, was
the only one which would ever open
up the great mining, grazing and agri-
cultural districts of British Columbia,
and the only one that would terminate
at a really good harbour. Notwith-
standing all that had been claimed for
the Esquimalt and some other ports,
he unhesitatingly said that Burrard
Inlet was the best harbour of British
,Columbia.

Ma. DECOSMOS: Not according to
Admiral De Horsey.

MR. McINNES said that Admiral De
Horsey reported on the harbour from
a military point of view. This was a
barbour which was completely land-
locked, and it was sufficiently large to
accommodate all the shipping of the
Empire. It was also easy of access
by day or by night, and at all seasons
of the year; and it could ho approached
without encountering any fog which
was very prevalent at certain seasons
in approaching Waddington Harbour,
which was proposed as the terminus
for the Bute Inlet route. The hon.
member for Vancouver has said that
they were anxious to have the Bute In-
let route adopted, and the terminus
taken to Esquimault to enable parties
who bought there to make a little
noney out of it. This was the true
secret of the hon, gentleman's advocacy
of this route, and this was also the case
with regard to many others who would
entirely ignore the interests of the
Province and sacrifice the interests of
the Province and Dominion to further
their own selfish purposes.

Ma. DECOSMOS: No.

Ma. McINNES: I say yes.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
is wrong in attributing an improper
motive to any member for his course
in the House.
Ma. BUNSTER stated that gentle-

men had come to their shores, bought
land and invested money on the faith
of the Dominion Government building
this railroad. He did not say they
wanted to make money out of it.

MR. MINNES said this proved the
correctness of the statement ho made.
These persons thought that the termi-
nus would be placed at a certain point,
and that the value of their property
would be enhanced by the building of
this road. The hon. member for Van-
couver had stated that Mr. Smith,
whom the hon. gentleman lauded very
highly, and no doubt the gentleman
was entitled to it to a great extent,-
Rnew more than any other man of that
portion of this country. He did not
doubt that Mr. Smith was a good engi-
neer; but he was wholly in the wrong
respecting the agricultural capabilities
of the district which he (Mr. Mc-
Innes) had the honor to represent.
His statement was calculated to injure
not only the district he represented,
but the Province, and it was not in
accordance with the facts. The people
there grow good wheat. He had had
the honour of attending the district
agricultural fair at this point last year,
and out of 22 or 23 loaves of bread
placed in competition for the first
prize, he found that, notwithstanding
that the best flour which could be
brought from Oregon and California
had been used, the flour made from
wheat raised in the district won the
prize. He would mention, as another
proof of what he said, that four years
ago, at the general election of 1874,
they had only 405 voters on their list,
while to-day they had 857. New
Westminster was not a mining die
trict, but a lumbering and farming
district. Seven-tenths of those wbo
had come in there within the last four
years were farmers, from Ontario prin-
cipally, but also from the Maritime
Provinces, and he need scarcely men-
tion that these farmers knew what a

good agricultural district was. He
trusted that, in view of the difference
in the distance, this route being 25
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miles shorter than the route to Esqui-
malt, and the fact tha it would cost
twenty millions less, besides the incon-
venience of a 15 mile ferry, this work
would be maintained. Not only so,
but the annual maintenance of this
road would be $570,000 less than the
Bute Inlet and Esquimalt route. He
thought these were sufficient reasons
in themselves to convince not onlythe
Ministry, but every member of the
House, that this was the only true and
practicable route for this road in Brit-
ish Columbia. If the other was
chosen, $570,000 a year would be
thrown away, to a great extent, and
this would amount in 56 years to more
than the entire sum which the whole
road would cost. le trusted that the
Government, as they had selected the
Burrard Inlet route, would lose no
time in calling for tenders and
putting the road under contract. They
were not so particular in British
Columbia. Speaking for the greater
number of the people, he believed,
whether a couple of millions or three-
fourths of a million were spent annual-
ly, on the road, for the first two or
three years, or nct, what they wanted
was to bave done away with this state of
uncertainty in which they had been
kept in this regard during the last
four or five years. Capitalists had
been afraid to go into the country and
invest money, for the simple reason
that they did not know which route
would be selected, and, consequently,
they might make a grievous mistake.
If the route was selected, the road
placed under contract, and construc-
tion commenced, every enterprise in
the country would be stimulated, new
industries would spring into existence,
and the Province would launch out on
a new tide of prosperity, that would
increase with the lapse of time, and in
this prosperity it would be impossible
for the Dominion generally not to
share in a great degree. Il the Domin-
ion would not be benefitted directly.
she certainly would be indirectly,
from this enterprise, and he would,
therefore, urge on the Government, as
it had decided the route, to call for
tenders as early as possible, and put
the road under contract.

Resolution agreed to.
It being six o'clock, the Speaker left

the Chair.
Ma. MCINNES.

After Recess.
On Resolution 184, for the expenses

of Government in the North-West
Territories, $17,000.

MR. LANGEVIN said he wished to
call the attention of hon. gentlemen
opposite to the action of the Govern-
ment in the North-West Territories.
When the organization of Government
took place in Manitoba, the hon.
gentlemen opposite found fault with
the Government of the right
hon. member for Kingston, for the
manner in which that was organized.
Tbey accused the late Government of
having acted without proper consider-
ation of the wants of the Provinces,
without having consulted its people,
and of having sent up a ready-made
Government. The hon. the First
Minister said, in his speech at King-
ston, of the 27th June, speaking of the
right hon. member for Kingston:

" ie sent out Mr. Win. Macdougall with a
ready-made Cabinet to take possession, as if
they had been the conquerors of the land,
without asking the people what their opin-
ions were a§ to the mode or nature of the
authority under whieb they were to be placed.

This was the opinion of the hon. the
First Minister, and also of the hon. the-
Minister of the Interior. Before going
further, he would state he did not
admit the justice of this criticism. The
late Government did not send a ready-
made Government to the North-West.
They sent a Governor and two officers,
who were, in connection with other
gentlemen, taken from that region, and
who had the confidence of the people,
to form a Cabinet. It was natural
that the hon. gentleman, in order to
make a strong case before the electors
of Ontario should have used the words
already quoted; but, at all events, the
hon. gentleman, after having foupd
fault with the action of the late Gov-
ernment, should have done better.
Let us see how the hon. gentleman and
his Government acted towards that
country. They appointed, as Lieu-
tenant-Governor, th e lion. Mr.
Laird, one of their friends, who
had been formerly Minister of the ln-
terior, and had dealt with matters con-
nected with the North-Westand whom
they had a right, therefore, to send
there. But wlom did they 0eect
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as members of the Executive Council
of that Territory ? Colonel Macleod
was appointed at the head of the
police and also Stipendiary Magistrate.
Colonel Macleod did not possess the
confidence of the people.

Mn. MILLS : Who were they ? In-
dians ?

Ma. LANGEVIN: Indians and Half-
breeds were people. He wondered
would the hon. gentleman feel as he
did, were h e in Manitoba amongst
those people. They were not to be
despised though they were Indians.
Mr. Matthew Ryan, a lawyer from
Montreal, was aiso appointed Stipendi-
ary Magistrate, and was made also a
member of the Executive Council ; the
next was Mr. Richardson. How were
the officers selected for this territory ?
Mr. Scott, a gentleman from this part
of the country,was appointed registrar;
Hon. Mr. St. John of Toronto was ap-
pointed sheriff; Mr Dixon was sent
there as an accountant and inspector ;
Captain McDonald was sent as Indian
agent. This was the Government
which had sent there, to use the lan-
guage of the hon. the First Minister, " a
ready-made cabinet to take possession,
as if they had been conquerors of the
land." The people, not very unnatur-
ally, objected to being presented with
this ready-made cabinet. The hon.
gentleman could not say that
in the Territories or in Mani-
toba, they could not find a
few members of the people who could
help in governing that country and
who would have the confidence of the
half-breeds. But what people had
they to govern ? Indians ? There were
Indians and a great many half-breeds
and white men as well. These people
had been cast aside. The Government
said: " We will send a ready-made
cabinet; we despise these people and
will govern them as we choose." His
Excellency the Governor-General form-
ed a very different opinion of these
people, and he would refer the hon.
the Premier and his colleagues to the
remarks of His Excellency concern-
ing those half-breeds. They were a
sensitive, proud race, and should not
have been deprived of their share in
the government of the country. He
remembered the time when his race

was excluded from the government of
the country, when none but people
imported from the old country had a
right to sit in the Councils of the Gov-
ernment of the Province, and he could
imagine the feelings of those half-
breeds of the North-West when they
saw that none but people from Ontario
or Montreal or the Lower Provinces
were to have office in their Govern-
ment. These people had no represen-
tative in this louse, and it was left to
some one to sec whether they should
be left in that position, or whether they
should have their share in the offices
and in theGovernment in that territory.
A deputation of half-breeds had lately
called on the Lieutenant-Governor of
the Province to claim representation
in the councils of their country, and
he hoped, since the attention of the
Government had been called to this
matter openly before Parliament, that
they would recognize the justice of the
claims.

Ma. MILLS said the hon. gentleman
had made a somewhat extraordinary
speech. The hon. gentleman might
not have considered the effect which
his speech would have on the minds of
the people of the North-West. Tbe
cireumstances were wholly different
which governed the action of the late
Government and of the present one.
The country which Mr. Laird and the
other gentlemen were sent to govern,
had very few inhabitants, except In-
dians. But the right hon. member for
Kingston sent his Government to a
country in which there were several
thousand white people, a people from
whom rulers had already been chosen,
and who hud formerly a council and
a Government of their own. What
was the position in the North-West ?
Did the Ion. gentleman pretend to say
that the half-breeds were an educated
population, who appointed their chief
the same as the Indians did, who fol-
lowed the buffalo from place to place,
and had no ftxed habitation? That
was the impression the Ion. gentleman
seemed to wish to create. Yet he
must know, if le gave any attention
to the condition of things in that
country,that the half-breed population,
with the single exception Of the few
who resided in the vicinity of
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Prince Albert, were, in no respect, dif-
ferent in their modes and conditions of
life from the Indians. Mr. Richardson
was a member of the Bar, and bad
*occupied a prominent position in the
office of the Minister of Justice before
he was appointed Stipendiary Magis-
trate. Did the hon. gentleman say
that there were persons residing in the
North-West Territories amongst the
half-breed population,qualified to take
Mr. Richardson's place and administer
-riminal law, and decide questions re-
lating to civil rights and property?
Leaving out of view the Indians and
half-breeds, there was a large popula-
tion, wholly civilized, who had gone
there during past years from every
Province in the Dominion. In the
North-West Act of 1875, this Govern-
ment did what their predecessors did
not do; they provided that every
thousand civilized settiers should have
the privilege of electing a member to
this Council. The hon. gentleman
stated that Mr. Laird had been sent
out as a ready-made Governor, and he
compared him to that distinguished
colleague of his own who paid him such
flattering compliments on the floor of
this House.

Ma.LANGEVIN: Never mindthat.

MR. MILLS: Who, when he re-
turned, was declared by the hon. gentle-
nan and his colleagues to have been

.appointed to office under the Crown,
and to have, therefore, forfeited his
seat. That hon. gentleman stated at
the time that his appointment was
prospective, that he had never received
-compensation, that he had been kicked
out to make room for the hon. member
for Charlevoix as Minister of Public
Works, and claimed, therefore, to be
entitled to his seat. He kept his seat
during the remainder of that Session,
and drew his salary the next Session.
The following summer he presented
himself to his constituents, and failing
to be re-elected, he claimed his salary
from the 1e December until the 20th
May, when Mr. Archibald was ap-
pointed Governor. This hon, gentle-
man received $3,500 salary as Gover-
nor before the territory was trans-
ferred. Although he had never entered
the country except during eight days
>f the period, he drew his salary as

MR. MILLs.

Representative of the Crown. and dur-
ing the whole Session, drew his salary
as representative of the people. This
was a snmple of the successful manage-
ment of affairs in that country by the
late Government. The object of the
present Government in that territory
had been to incur as little expense as
possible. On the Council were Messrs.

an and Richardson, who were Sti-
pendary Magistrates and ex-offlcio
members. Except those, the only
members appointed to the Council was
Mr. Breland, who was weil qualified
to discharge the duties, from his inti-
mate acquaintance with the territory.
The Government had only power to
appoint one more, and if they had half-
a-dozen half-breeds on the Council, he
did not think they would be more
ably represented than by Mr.
Breland. There was no analogy
between the state of things in
the Province of Manitoba, where there
was a large fixed population, and that
in the N orth-West Territory.

MR. TUPPER said one would ima-
gine, after listening to the Minister of
the Interior making a laboured attack
upon an ex-Minister of the Crown, who
was not here to defend himself, that
they were at the opening of the Ses-
sion instead of its last hours. He
thought the hon. gentleman had rather
forgotten the position he occupied, and
the dignity which belonged to it, when
he wasted the time of the House in
making that attack upon a gentleman,
whose chief crime, in the estimation of
hon. gentlemen opposite, was that, hav-
ing been brought up in the old Liberal
Reform school, ho had not adhered so
closely to gentlemen now on the Min-
isterial benches as, perhaps, they would
have liked. The Minister of the In-
terior, however, ought not to forget
that at the time when a coalition was
formed in this country, and the great
leader of the Reform party was called
upon to select one of his friends as a
colleague, he selected the Hon. Mir..
Macdougall and took him into the Cabi-
net, which was to secure the union of
the Provinces. The services of that gen-
tleman and the ability he had evinced
ought to protect him from attacks
such as they had listened to from a
Minister of the Crown. This little
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.discussion would, at all events, serve to
remind hon. gentlemen opposite how
much easier it was to criticize than to
discharge the duties which sometimes
devolved upen Governments. When
the late Government were called upon
to deal with the new question of a
,Goverroent for Manitoba, hon. gentle-
men opposite said that question was
not dealt with as successfully as the
light of subsequent events would lead
any partv to deal with it. But the
First Minister was not quite accurate
when lie stated that a ready made
iovernor had been sent out for the
Government of Manitoba. If the hon.
gentleman would refresh his memory
by reference to the Act under which
that Government was formed, he would
find that only a smaller portion of
that Government were sent from this
part of the country with instructions
to select the ablest men there to form
*a Government for Manitoba. He
thought hon. gentlemen opposite
might have reduced to practice some
of the precepts with which they had
favoured the late Government in rela-
tion to this matter. He, therefore,
thought the compliments of his, hon.
friend from Charlevoix (Mr. Langevin)
were well founded. The Minister of
the Interior would lead them to
imagine there were nothing but In-
dians in the North-West. That was
not the case. A large dettlement had
been formed at Battleford before the
Lieutenant-Governor went out, and he
had no doubt some parties could have
been found for the Council if the
'Government had not wished to use all
the positions at their disposal. The
hon. gentleman had stated that the
people of the North-West would not
have been willing to accept the Hon.
Mr. McKay as Lieutenant-Governor.
Why not ? There was not a man in
the North-West who had not been
taught to respect Mr. McKay for the
indomitable energy and ability he had
shown on every occasion. He had
:attained a position, so high, so impor-
tant, and so influential, that the ate
Government, and he believed the pre-
sent Government, on more than one
occasion, had sought and obtained his
services in difficult and delicate ne-
gotiations. If Mr. McKay was eligible
xwhy was Mr. Breland eligible? He
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believed that if hon. gentleman had
been disposeýd to redace their prin-
ciples to practice, if they had not been
pressed by persons in the Cabinet and
outside of it for all the positions of
honour, emolument and distinction,
which they bad to offer as rewards
for past political services, they
would have found some means
of carrying out the precept which they
had so generously offered to their pre-
decessors, whom it was their duty to
criticize. He did not think it came
with a good grace from the hon. gen-
tleman to state that the speech of his
hon.friend would be a disturbing speech,
calculated to do mischief elsewhere.
The hon. gentleman knew that the
attention of the people themselves had
been drawn to this question. He had
no doubt that some of them had an old
copy of the Globe newspaper, in which
the most incendiary language was used,
which did immense mischief in Mani-
toba at the time. He had no doubt
they wondered why they had not the
same right now as then, and why those
rights had not been respected in the
same way by the party represented by
that paper now, whec they had the
opportunity of reducing their princi-
ples to practice. They had held meet-
ings, and addressed strong remons-
trances to the Government on that
matter; and it was idle to say that the
subject should not be referred to in
Parliament. The painful experience
which had been acquired in Manitoba
ought not to be lost sight of in dealing
with questions of a similar character.

Mi. BLAKE said the House would
recollect that the function the Govern-
ment was called upon to discharge in
appointing the Council of the North-
West Territories was limited by Par-
liament. The Government was re-
sponsible for the introduction of the
Act, but there was no dissent from it
as far as he recollected. Parliament
provided that the Council should con-
sist of five with the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor, that three should be ex-officio
members, namely, the stipendiary
magistrates. The Government had,
therefore, apart from the appointment
of stipendiary magistrates, to appoint
two other members of the Council
one of these appointments had not
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been fiHed up but one had been fidled
up by a half-breed resident in the Ter-
ritories. There were two allegations
made, one that there had been an indis-
cretion or want of wisdom in not mak-
ing more of these appointments f2om old
residents of the North-West.Territories,
and the other that the appointments
had been made by reason of political
pressure, which had involved the mak-
ing of other and improper appoint-
ments. le believed that no one would
pretend, certainly no one had yet done
so, that there were persons in the
North-West Territories to whom it was
fit to entrust the administering of the
civil and criminal laws of the Terri-
tories. A very large jurisdiction was
to be given to the authorities in order
to have maintenance of law and order
there; and it was necessary to have
persons acquainted with the laws and
trained to their administration there.
Would the hon. gentleman contend
that the Government should have se-
lected persons unaccustomed to the
laws to administer those laws ? If not,
it was necessary to select persons who
had the necessary familiarity with the
laws.

Ma. TUPPER : Ilear, hear. The
hon. gentleman will, perhaps, admit
that the same thing applied to the
construction of the Government of
Manitoba.

ME. BLAKE said, one advocate
froin Quebec, who was familiar with
the English and French language, who
wae capable of administering affairs,
who had a knowledge and experience
beyond his mere knowledge of the
law, and who was considered a valuable
acquisition as a Councillor or as a
Judge, was appointed. There was
another appointed from Ontario, who
from the experience of years in the
Department of the Minister of Justice,
hadacquired some knowledge of the
working of the machinery, and whose
appointment, it was considered, would
be of great value to the Lieutenant-
Governor. The third Stipendiary
Magistrate was a person who had also
foilowed the profession of the bar for a
very considerable time, and had also
acquired considerable experience of
the Territories, as Commissioner of
the Mounted Police. He had been for

M. BLAIRa

a considerable time amongst the peo.
ple, in a very elevated position, had
mixed with them in a position of
comnand and trust, and, as the Gov.
ernment understood, had won their
confidence. lie was appointed upon
his merits alone, and was subsequently
appointed Chief Inspector of the
Police. These officers did not receive
any emoluments, as members of the
Council. The only nominated member
who received an emolument, was a
half-breed of the Territory. He denied
that the same applied to Manitoba.
Law had been administered in Mani-
toba for a long time. There was a
Governor there and a Judge, and an
old and settled population; but beyond
that the measure itself contained a
liberal provision for the local manage-
ment of affairs, at the earliest moment,
when popular election could prevail.
And he remembered that there was
some comment upon that feature of
the Bill from the Opposition Benches,
but it was of a hostile character. The
leader of the Opposition had then said
that the Federal Government ought to
retain control for years to come. But
the Government, acting upon truly
Liberal principles had maintained that
provision, and he hoped, that under it,
within some few months from this time,
they would see two or three members
of the Council elected.

Resolutions agreed to.

INDEPENDENOE OF PARLIAMENT BILL.
[No. 47.J

(Mr. Lafßamme.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE AEENDIENTS.

MR. LAFLAMME moved concur-
rence with the amendment which re-
moved the provision relating to the
right of Senators to hold office under
the Crown, which hal been excluded
by the House. The provision exclud-
ing Senators from accepting contracts
under the Crown was uuchanged.

Ma. BLAKE said he regretted that
the Senate should have made this
amendment. The Senate had recogniz-
ed a distinction between two classes of
possible disabilities; they conceived
their independence might be impaired
by accepting contracts, but not by a-
cepting oEces under the Crown. 1le,
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however, failed to apprehend the dis-
tinction which had induced the other
Chamber to corne to this conclusion,
nevertheless, they should pay some
deference to the views of the other
branch of the Legislature on this sub-
ject. The Senate had struck out the
whole clause and introduced a new
clause dealing with the subject of con-
tracts. He regretted the wording of it,
and he thought the House would agree
with him that it would have been ex-
pedient that the disabilities of members
of the flouse and Senate should have
been as far as possible the same. It
would have been very convenient ifthe
phraseology had been adopted. He
regretted that the clause regarding the
holding of office should have been
eliminated, that the pcrtion relat-
ing to contracts had not been left as
sent up; but he did not propose to ob-
ject to the acceptance of the amend-
ment.

MR. TUPPER said that the ground
as taken by the Senate, as ho under-
stood it, was that the British North
America Act fixed the qualification of
Senators.

MR. BLAKE: And this Act does not
alter it.

Ma. TUPPER: And they held that
nothing that should affect the right of
a Senator to sit there, should emanate
from the House of Commons. He
understood that this feeling had influ-
enced to a considerable extent the
Senate in dealing with this measure.
They drew a distinction between the
right to hold contracts without being
subject to penalties, and the right to
hold any oice under the Crown. He
was very glad that the amendment
was accepted by the Minister of Jus-
tice.

Amendment read the first and second
tine and agreed to.

Ma. LAFLAMME moved that the
first amendment, page one, line ten,
leave out from " attached " to "No "
inlnetwelve; and the second amend-
meut, page one, line thirteen, leave
Out "Clerk of the Peace," be disagreed
to, for the following reasons:-

" Because the independence of this House
(which it is th* object of the first Clause

iso

amended to secure) might be impaired if
persons entitled to superannuation or retiring
allowances were eligible for seats in this
House, as some of such recipients might be
called into active service by the Administra-
tion of the day,under the penalty of abandon-
ing their provisions or allowances.

" Because it might lead to the superannu-
ation of Civil servants in order to make
them eligible for election to this House,
whereby the public service would be injured
and the independence of the House affected.

" Because another clase, viz : Judges, are
entitled to retiring allowances only when
suffering from bodily or mental infirmity,
disabling them from work or are retired un-
der the discretionary power of the Govern-
ment for reasous alleged to affect the admin.
istration of Justice. It would, therefore,
tend to affect the independence of the Bench,
as well as interfere with the independence of
this House."

As to the second amendment:-

" Because it is contrary to sound policy to
the Clerks of the Peace, who are in several
Provinces, the custodians of the lista of
voters,which muet be used at the election of
members of the House of Commons to be-
come candidates."

He said that the Senate had struck out
the disqualification of Clerks of the
Peace for the sole reason that in Nova
Scotia they were the custodians of the
voters lists; but it was not proper that,..
under these circumstances, they should
be allowed to be candidates.

MR. TUPPER said that, while the
Clerks of the Peace were merely cus-
todians of and had nothing whatever-
to do with the preparation of the lists,
the revisors in Nova Scotia were not
only the judges, but the absolute and
uncontrolled judges, as to what names
should appear on or be struck off these-
lists. There was no appeal from their-
decisions. He was very sorry that the
Minister of Justice had felt it to be his
duty to insist upon excluding officers
who had really nothing to do with
creating the lists or controlling them
in any way, while he left untouched
those who had absolutely uncontrol-
lable power with relation to these-
lists.

MR. LAFLAMME said that Clerks
of the Peace, if dishonest, might tam-

per with the lists of candidates. When
the liste were revised, no election wae
at hand, and, if the disqualification
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were extended, the selection of candi-
.dates would be rendered almost impos-
sible.

Ma. MAcKAY said he did not agree
with the remarks of the hon. member
for Cumberland. It would be very un-
wise to remove this disqualification,
.and lie hoped that the Senate amend-
ment would be rejected.

Ma. BLAKE said he had been and
was still of opinion that the principle
upon which these officers were exclud-
.ed, was rather more germain to the
Election Law than to a law having
reference to the Independence of
Parliament. They had, however, not
insisted on their own views with re-
.gard to the other branch of the Legis-
lature as the independence of their
louse; and be did not doubt that on

insisting on the maintenance of their
views as to the independence of this
House, the other branch, acting in the
same spirit, would drop the amendment
to which they proposed to disapprove.

Ma. DESJARDINS said ho did not
see why the country could not have
the political services of superannuated
persons if the people desired. le
thought that the hon. the Minister of
Justice should, at least in this parti-
-cular, abandon his position and
maintain the amendment adopted by
the Sonate.

Ma. LANGEVIN said the lion. mem-
ïber for South Bruce said it was proper
that each House should be jealous of
its own privileges and independence.
This was not a matter which affected
nmembers of this House personally, but
which affected the electors and persons
.eligible to the House. It was not the,
members but the electors who were
.affected by this provision of the law.
The fouse of Commons said to the
.electors, " You shall not elect an offlçer
-of the Civil Service who has retired on
his allowance, or a retired Judge."
The Sonate had a perfect right to say:
'We are of opinion that the people may

select these men." It did not touch the
i ndependence of this House,but affected
the electoral body, and the Senate,
therefore, had a right to amend the
Bill.

MR. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman stated this affected only the

MR. LALÂMNE.

people who chose representatives; so
did the election or non-election of
contractors and office-holders. If the
people should have a free choice, why
restrict them from choosing electors
and contractors any more than those
parties? He was amazed to hear the
hon. gentleman say the right of the
people to elect whom they pleased
should not be interfered with. There
would thon be an end to all Independ-
ence Acts. The clause passed by this
House was clearly intended to preserve
its independence, which could only be
done by limiting the choice to those
who were in an independent position,
and not subject to Government in-
fluence.

Ma. CAMERON said the lion. the
First Minister was perfectlyamazed at
the observations of the lion. member
for Charlevoix. He was perfectly
amazed at such a divergence of opin-
ion as existed between the First Min-
ister and the late M inister of Justice,
who had pointed out, on a tormer
occasion, that there was no wrong in
the Government giving a contract to
a member of this House, but that the
wrong consisted entirely in a member
retaining his seat while he had a con-
tract. According to the First Minister,
the wrong consisted in giving the con-
tract, and it was in order to prevent
contracts being given that they passed
this Bill.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I say we would
prevent parties who are Government
contractors from being elected.

Ma. CAMERON: You aiso must
prevent contractors from having seats
in this louse.

Ma. MACKENZIE : We do both.
Ma. CAMERON: But the lion.

member for South Bruce had aIso
argued there was no harm in a nem-
ber of this House taking a contract,
but that the harm lay in his sitting
here afterwards. That was certailly
not the ground taken by the First
Minister. However, the merits and
demerits of the amendments made by
the Senate ought to be diseussed, and
not raise the childish point as to
whether it was their privilege not to
make these amendments. The ques-
tion was, were they right or wrong?
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The question of superannuated officers
had been discussed at length. He
could not agree with the dissent of the
Ministers o Justice from these amend-
mente.

Motion agreed to.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.

Ma. MACKENZIE moved,
" That there shall be to -morrow two dis-

tinct sittinge; tbe first to begin at 2 o'clock
P.M., and end at 6 o'clock, P.M.,-the
second to begin at half-past seven e'clock,
P.M., and continue until the adjourument of
the House.

Motion agreed to.

House sdjourned at
Ten minutes after

Ten o'clock.

11OUSE OF COMMOINS.

Thursday, May 9th, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Two
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

BALLOT PAPERS.

QUESTION.

Mr. YOUNG said he had received
letters from the West, enquiring
whether in polling districts,where there
was a large German vote as in Water-
loo County, the Government would be
prepared to direct the returning officers
to bave the ballot papers printed in
German as well as in English. This
would be a great convenience.

Ma. PLUMB said that such a course
would be objectionable.

Ma. MACKENZIE said he believed
that the returninig offleers were now
empowered to have ballot papers print-
ed in whatever language was prevalent
in any county. In order that there
might be no misapprehension about the
natter, however, in those counties

where the German language was pre-
valent to a singular extent, instructions
would be given to the returning officers
to have this done.

Ma. CASEY said it would be almost
more important to have the instruc-
tions to voters translated into German.

MR. DESJARDINS said that these
instructions should be printed in
French for the convenience of French
speaking electors in the counties of
Kent and Essex, and in those along the
South shore of the Ottawa.

N. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said the
claims of the Gaelic-speaking electors
should aiso be considered in this
relation.

MB. SPEAKER: I do not suppose
that I bave anything to say in the
matter ; but I question the legality of
ballot papers printed in German. The
French and English languages are
legal.

INDEMNITY OF A MEMBER.
NOTION.

Ma. DEWDNEY moved:-

" That the Accountant of this House be
authorized to pay to T. R. Mclnnes, M. P., the
newly elected member for the Electoral Die-
trict of New Westminster, the full amount of
his indemnity, as if he had been in atten-
dance in this House for the full number of
days of the Session."

He said le believed that there were
some precedents for a motion of this
kind. The right hon. member for
Kingston had made a motion at the
close of the first Session of this Parlia-
ment to the same effect; and the
Accountînt was authorized to pay J. S.
Thompson, S. F. Perry and two others,
the full amount of their indemnity.

Motion agreed to.

SUPPLY-CONOURRENCE.

Resolutions reported from Committee
of Supply read thefirst time.

Ma. MAcKAY (Cape Breton) said he
desired to call the attention of the hon.
the First Minister to the repeated
applications made to him in connec-
tion with the dredging of the barbor of
Lingan.

Ma. MACKENZIE said it was im-
possible for him to make any promise,.
but it was probable the Government
would be able to do some work in that
neighbourhood.

Geneal [MA&Y 9, 1878.]



[OMMO.]

Ma. CARTWRIGHT moved that
the resolutions adopted in Committee
of Supply be referred to the Committee
of Ways and Means.

Motion agreed to.
House resolved itself into Committee

of Ways and Means.

(In the Committee)

The following Resolutions.
adopted :-

were

1. Resolved, That towards making good the
Supply granted to Her Majesty for the fin-
ancial year ending 30th June, 1878, the sum
of $2,721,404.33 cents be granted out of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada.

2. Resolved, That towards making good the
Supply granted to Her Majescy for the fin-
ancial year ending 30th June, 1879, the sum
of $19,458,856.95 cents be granted out of the
Consolidated Revenue Fuud of Canada.

Resolutions ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolutions reported, read

and second times and agreed to.
the first

SUPPLY BILL.
(Mr. Cartwright.)

FIRsT READING.

Ma. CARTWRIGIT introduced a
Bill (No. 80) for granting to Her Ma-
jesty certain sums of money required
for defraying certain expenses of the
public services, for the financial years
ending respectively the 30th June,
1878, and the 30th June, 1879 ; and for
other purposes relating to the public
services.

Bill read thefirst time.

House adjourned at
Three o'clock.

flOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 9th May, 1878.

Second Sitting.
The Speaker took the Chair at

thirty minutes past Seven o'clock.

SUPPLY BILL.-[BLL No. 80]

(.fr. Cartwright.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the second and third times
and passed.

Ma. MACKENZIE.

PROROGATION.

COMMUNICATION FROX HIS EX0ELLENCY.

Ma. SPEAKER communicated the
following letter, which he had re-
ceived:-

" GOVEBNoR-GENERAL's OFFICE,
" OTTAWA, 9th May, 1878.

"'S-i,-I have the honour to inform you
that His Excellency the Governor-General
will proceed to the Senate Chamber to pro-
rogue the Session of the Dominion Paria-
ment, on Friday, the 10th instant, at 3
o'clock, P.M.

"I have the honour to be, Sir,
" Your most obedient servant,

" E. G. P. LITTLETON,
" Governor-General's Secretary.)

SUPREME COURT BILL.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE AMENDMENTS.

Ma. LAFLAMME said the Govern-
ment could not agree to the amend ments
made by the Senate to the Supreme
Court Bill,asthey virtually destroyed its
object, and left the law as it previously
existed. T he object of the Bill was to,
remove doubts with respect to the
right of appeal from the Court of final
resort, and it had not yet been abso-
lutely determined by the Supreme
Court whether the right to appeal ex-
isted, say from the Court of Queen's
Bench, in Ontario, in criminal cases,
this Court not being the highes't Court
of final resort; and this left a doubt as
to whether an appeal existed to the
Supreme Court from a judgment of
this Court; also, in the ProviLce of
Quebec, where an appeal existed from
the decision of a Judge sitting in first
instance to the Court of Review, and
the appellant in the Court of Review
failed, the law declared that there was
no appeal from this judgment to the
Court of Queen's Bench, although this
was the Court of final resort there.
The Bill was intended to remedy this
doubt. Another doubt existed as to
the right of appeal in matters where
in the Province of Quebec the right of
appeal existed to the Privy Council.

he Bill originally provided for
an appeal in cases where the mat-
ter at issue had the value of $2,000,
and in the Province of Quebec an &p-
peal existed not only where the suit
was $2,000 to the Privy Oouncil, but
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also where questions of title were con-
cerned. The Senate had thought pro-
per to re-establish the state of affairs
which it was desired to change,and so to
destroy the Bill. He wonld, therefore,
move that this House doth disagree in
the said amendments, for the follow-
ing reasons:-

" Because the first amendment by insert-
ing the word " highest " will in effect destroy
this Section, which was intended to remove
doubts as to the provisions of the Law as it
existe, respecting the Right of Appeal from
the Court of final resort;

" Because the second amendment would
deprive parties of the Right of Appeal to
the Supreme Court, in matters wherein an
appeal lies to the Privy Conncil-and be-
cause there seems to, be no reason why an
appeal should be refused in matters relating
to titles to land, annual rents, or such like
matters or things, where the rights in future
might be bound."

Mi. LANGEVIN said that a party
could appeal in the Province of Que-
bec from the decision of one Judge in
the Superior Court to the Court of
Review, but if unsuccessful there,
could go no further. The object of
this Bill was to allow such a person
to appeal to the Supreme Court; this
was not intended by their law and it
was not fair.

MR. TASCIEIREAU said they
had this anomaly: a party could
appeal to the Privy Council in
certain cases, but not to the Supreme
Court. The Bill, as originally framed,
was intended to alter this state of
things, and lie approved of it.

MR. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
said the word "highest" was struck
out because, in criminal cases in
Ontario, the Court of final resort was
the Court of Queen's Bench or Common
Pleas, while the Court of Error and
Appeal was really the Court of highest
resort in the Province. As doubt
might exist as to the meaning of the
phrase " highest Court of final resort "
as to Ontario, the word "highest"
had been struck out.

-MR. MOUSSEAU said he always un-
<lerstood that the object of the Supreme
Court was to hear appeals in electi:n,
and especially commercial cases. The
Object of the motion of the hon. the
Minister of Justice was to allow parties

who had been unsuccessful in bath the
Superior Court and Court of Review to
appeal to the Supreme Court.

Ma. LAFL AMME: Instead of to the
Privy Council?

MR. MOUSSEAU: There is no such
right. Litigants cannot go to the
Privy Council before they go to the
Court of Queen's Bench.

MR. LAFLAMME: The right exists.
MR. MOUSSEAU : Not in civil

cases.
MR. LAFLAMME: Yes, when the

amount equals £500 stg., and many
such motions have been granted.

MR. MOUSSEAU: From the Court
of Review ?

MR. LAFLAMME : Yes.
Ma. MOUSSEAU: There is no such

appeal.
Motion agreed to on a division.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT BILL.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE AMENDMENT.

MR. LAFLAMME said that the
Senate had agreed to withdraw the
3rd amendment respecting Clerks of
the Peace, but insisted on the 2nd
amendment. This lie greatly regretted,
as the Bill contained provisions which
might be of great use in the future,
and would remove difficulties which
had existed in the past. It was thought
proper, notwithstanding the protest
entered by the Government against the
interference in such a matter of the
Senate, to accept the amendment in
order to secure the advantages which
this Bill would probably confer in re-
moving difficulties which had arisen
through the interpretations of the pre-
vious Act. Ie, therefore, moved that
this House concur in the amendment
made by the Senate to this Bill.

SIR JOIN A. MACDONALD said he
did not think it lay in the mouth ofthe
hon. gentleman to object to the Upper
Hlouse dealing with a matter affecting
the Independence of Parliament as some
of the clauses of the Bill affected that
body. If this House had a right to deal
with the Senate, they certainly had a
right to deal with this House. The Inde-
pendence ofParliament was amatterof
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equal interest to both Houses. That
principle was always contended for in
England, where great regrets were ex-
pressed at the time of the great discus-
sion on the Reform Bill, that the House
of Lords differed with the represen-
tatives of the people, but no question
was raised that it did not rest with the
Peers to cast their intelligence on ques-
tions which affected the Constitution,
of which they were the guardians as
well as the Lower House.

MR. MACKENZIE said no one
doubted the perféet constitutional right
of the Senate to amend a Bill, even if
it referred exclusivoly to the repre-
sentation of the people. But it
was expected that a House which rais-
ed the question, that it was an impro-
priety to introduce auy Bill in this
House which affected in the most re-
mote degree the Senate, should be the
last body to attempt to interfere with
the popular branch of the Legislature,
in a Bill relating wholly to the repre-
sentation of the people in this flouse.
It could flot fail to be a matter of deep
regret to every one that that House
should have entered upon the ground
upon which it had ventured, to judge
from the speeches of its members, of
denouncing the introduction of a Bill
in this House which changed in any
way the privileges or rights of Sena-
tors. A Btll having reference to the
Independence of Parliament might be
introduced in either House. It must
be introduced in one House, and could
not possibly be introduced in both
branches; it must take its origin in
either one or the other. It originated
here, not as a matter of necessity, but
-as a matter of simple convenience.
This flouse accepted the amendments
made in matters relating exclusively to
the Senate, although he thought the
working of the clause relating to the
Independence of the Senate might have
been made conformable to the working
of the clause having reference to the
exclusion of contractors from this
House. In an artistie sense this would
have been the better mode; or if the
Senate thought better, they might
have changed the wording of our sec-
tion. They not only claimed but exer-
cised the right which, of course, was
vested in them, but not in the way ex-

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

pressed by many of their members, to
deal exclusively with matters relating
to their own flouse. In ad-
dition to that, they claimed
also to know what suited this
House better than the members
of it themselves. In a matter relating
wholly to the representation of the
people, while they had a perfect con-
stitutional right to make amendments,
it was a right which they should exer-
cise with great prudence. They
should observe the greatest possible-
reticence in a matter wbich passed
this House by a large majority, and
which related wholly to this branch of
the Legislature.

S1R JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. gentleman had stated that
the Bill could not possibly be intro-
duced in both Houses. It could have
been arranged so as to get rid of that
difficulty. He had been reading the
diary of Sir Francis Romilly, who had
been the great Parliamentary authority
in his day, where he spoke of a Bill
introduced by himself, to affect the
privileges of members of Parliament
as to the right of their being protected
from being sued, and to take away
from them that absurd right. He
drew the Bill altogether confining it
to the House of Commons, but stated
it should be extended to the House of
Lords, to which the latter objected.
There was no reason why the leader
of the Government should not have
moved a Senate clause, as an addition
to the Bill, and then there would have
been no apparent difficulty.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the same
object was accomplished by the Gov-
ernment, accepting the amendment.

MR. MILLS said SirFrancis Romilly
was not at that time a member of
the Administration. The Bill intro-
duced by the Government did not stand
exactly in the same position with re-
gard to that particular objection, be-
cause the Government was a joint con-
mittee of both lHouses. Both flouses
were represented in the Administra-
tion, and any measure introduced. bY
the Administration might fairly be con-
sidered as equally being a measure of
both Houses. It was perfectly certain,
as the hon. gentleman indicated, that
any member might introduce in either

Inde-pendence Of ECO flmoNs.]



MAfY9, 1878.]

House bils affecting any public ques-
tion with the single exception that the
Senate could not introduce a measure
affecting taxation. The objection
made by the Senate did not apply to a
measure introduced by the Govern-
ment in the same way that it did to a
measure introduced by a private mem-
ber.

Sm JOHN A. MACDONALD said he
objected to that doctrine in toto colo. A
Government measure stood on the
same basis and was governed by the
same constitutional principle as th:t
of any member. The Government was
a committee ot both flouses in acts of
Administration but not in acts of Leg-
islation.

Ma.' MILLS said if this doctrine
were true, no Administration need re-
sign in consequence of an adverse vote
upon a question of Legislation. It
would always be on an act of Adminis-
tration and nothing else.

Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE.

REMARKS.

Ma. MACKENZIE: In moving
that the House adjourn until two
o'clock to-morrow, I desire to say a
fow words with reference to one of the
measures which were introduced this
Session. It will be recollected that a
few weeks ago I introduced a Bill to
amend the Pacifie Railway Act, in
which it was provided that the Govern-
ment might lease the Pembina Branch
Railway to some company or compa-
nies, or make such other arrangements
for the working of th:.t line as might
be, in the opinion of the Government,
suitable and proper, and that before
the lease was made it should be sub-
jected to the approval of the House of
Commons. This Bill was sent to the
other branch of the Legislature, and by
that branch amended so as to require
that any such lease should be made
subject also to the approval of the
Sonate, as well as the ?House of Com-
mons. I moved a disagreement from
that amendment on the ground that
the Senate was usurping the rights of
the popular branch of the Legislature,
and on the ground that all matters of
that kind should have the approval of

the members of the flouse of Com
mous, who are elected by the people;
and I asserted in my motion that that
was the uniform practice in England,
as well as the uniform practice in this
country. There can be no harm, of
course, if any Administration please,
in sending certain measures to the
table of the Senate, but that the Senate.
should require, or that this House,
should agree to, the submission of con-
tracts to the Upper House for approval
is, in my opinion, a subversion of the,
principles of the Constitution. And to
assert it is, on their part, a usurpation
of the rights and privileges of this
Flouse. The Senate. however, have,
informed this Flouse that they adhered
to their amendments, and they claim
the right, in the message which they
sent down to this House, to exercise
co-ordinate powers in all these matters
with this House. Now, Sir, I cannot,
as the leader of this House, or
as a member of this House, accede to-
this extraordinary and unprecedented
demand. I will not do it. And I am
sure, Sir, this House will not do it. I
regret exceedingly that the Senate.
have acted in this way, as I am one of
those who advocated originally,
when the terms of our Consti-
tution were under - discussion, that
that Chamber should be 'constituted
as it now is, not because I was
wedded to a nominated Chamber, but.
because I felt and argued that it was.
desirable, if an Upper Chamber existed
at all, that it should have a different
Constitution from that of the Lower
House; because I felt it desirable, if
there was to be a review of the pr -
ceedings of the Lower House, it shoud
be had by a body constituted in a.
somewhat different manner from the
popular branch. I confess, after my
experience of ton or twelve years, that
my opinions have been greatly modi-
fled in that time. Now I regret ex-
ceedingly, as one of those who took
that part in the original discussion,
that I should be compelled to make-
these statements at the present mo-
ment; but my regard for our Parlia-
mentary system, Parliamentary Gov-
ernment as a whole, compels me to
make these statements and resist this
attempted encroachment on the rights-
and privileges of the popular branch..
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And, Sir, for these reasons 1 must ad-
here, to my disagreement, and throw
on the Sonate the responsibility of
<defeating a measure which the Govern-
ment deemed necessary in order to
obtain early railway communication
with the city of the North-West, which
is the centre of immigration for those
districts which we hope wilt be popu-
lated some day, and which are at
present so difficult of access. I have
only now to say, Sir, in response to the
action of the Senate, that it will be
the duty of the Administration, having
the approval of the fHouse of Com-
mons in their policy, to consider
what measures, if any, can be adopted
in making running arrangements with
roads joining that road, and to see
what can be done in this matter in
order to reach the object which the
Government had primarily in view,
namely, the securing of that early
communication with the centre of our
western Province. Whether this may
be done or not, I am not at the moment
prepared to say, but I think that it is
probable that the Government may
find means of aecomplishing to some
extent-if not to the extent that
seemed desirable, under the powers
given by that Act, of leasing the line,
so desirable an object as the opening
up of that- country for settlement, an
object which never can be attained
until we have railway communication
into its heart. I have nothing more
to say further than again to express
my deep regret that 1 should be com-
pelled to take the course I have taken,
.and express the hope, also, that at
tnother Session the Sonate will find
some reason for receding from its pres-
-ent untenable and unconstitutional
course.

ME. TUPPER said he felt sure the
hon, the leader of the Government
would never appeal in vain to either
side of this flouse, in anv measure
necessary to vindicate the rights and
privileges of this House .against on-
-croachments from any quarter what-
-ever. He thought the hon. gentleman
had been singularly unfortunate in the
ground chosen on the present occasion.
The hon. gentleman stated his reasons
for disapproving of the claim of the
Senate to have the question submitted

ME. MAcKENZIE.

to them as it was proposed to be sub-
mitted to the House of Commons be-
fore the Act could be consummated.
He (Mr. Tupper) had no hesitation in
saying that his reesons had beén 4ot
only answered, but overturned. The
hon. gentleman had been told that, in-
stead of its having been the uniform
practice of this House it was the other
way; that, while it was quite true that
the consent of the House of Commons
in the Canadian Pacific Railway Bill
was only required in order to confirm
contracts that were made for the expen-
diture of money already voted by Par-
liament. Even that matter. after that
clause of the Bill had passed, because
so important a measure a sa Bill contain-
ing that clause had been sent up to the
Senate at too late a period to enable them
to give it attention clause by clause.
No person was more to blame than the
hon. gentleman, from the fact that this
most important measure was not only
sent to the Sonate at this very late
period of the Session, but was with-
held from this House, and the most
important papers to be submitted were
purpasely brought under consideration
of this House at too late a period to be
properly discussed. The hon. gentle-
man undertook to state that it was the
uniform practice of this Parliament.
The Senate were able te answer him
that in relation to the transfer of the
Windsor Branch of the Intercolonial
Railway to a company for the purpose
of securing the construction of a long
line of railway through Nova Scotia,
the very act of this Government had
been to require, not that the arrange-
ments made by the Government should
become operative after they had re-
ceived the sanction of the House of
Commons, but when they had received
the sanction of the Sonate as well.
The hon. gentleman was toid that
when, in relation te the transfer of
the Pictou branch with the like object
of socuring the construction of a long
line of railway through the eastern
part of Nova Scotia, the transfer Was
not proposed to be made, nor were
any arrangements proposed to be
made by lhe Goverument to have
the force of binding a contract until
they had received the approval of
the Senate as well as of the .Wouse of
Commons.
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MR. MACKENZIE: Does the hon.
gentleman mean to say these were two
precedents ?

MR. TUPPER : These were two pre-
cedents of the strongest and most con-
clusive character, but they did not
stand alone. The hen. gentleman
knew, in reference to the postal con-
tract, the assent of the Senate was re-
luired as well as that of the House of
(ommons.

Ma. MACKENZIE : No.

MR. TUPPER : Let the hon. gen-
tleman road the statement as sent down
by the Senate.

Ma. IOLTON: I have read it.

MR. TUPPER: Not only was that
the case, but the hon. gentleman was
entirely wrong in stating that there
were no British precedents. The hon.
member for Terrebonne had cited as
clear and distinct a case in the British
Parliament as possible, the Admiralty
contract, which was required to be laid
on the Table of both Houses of Parlia-
ment.

MR. MACKENZIE: Does the hon.
gentleman say the Admiralty contract
required the sanction of the louse of
Commons ?

Ma. TUPPER said ho did. He stat-
6d it distinctly, and he left it to the
judgment of the House or of any gent-
leman who knew anything of constitu-
tional practice, whether the terms of a
contract requiring it to be laid before
the louse of Commons did not involve
the right of the House of
Commons to reject it. Mr. Todd,
who had been often quoted in this
louse as an authority, stated emphati-

cally to the hon. member for Terre-
bonne that there was no distinction
whatever between the Act requiringto
be laid before the House of Commons
and the assent and sanction of that
body. It would be the most arrant
stultification to suppose that a contract
should be required to be submitted to a
body if that body were to be precluded
froi expressing an opinion on it. The
fact of requiring an Act to be laid for
80 many days on the table of this
flouse before it bocame operative, gave
this House the right to disallow that

Act, to interpose and to declare that
that contract should never take effect.
The English precedent established bW.
yond controversy the question of right
and the propriety-

Ma. MACKENZIE: No.
MR. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman

wanted to know if he called the Picton
and Windsor Branch of the Intercolo-
nial Railway a precedent. He did. He
thought lie could satisfy the House,
even if lie failed to satisfy the hon. the
Premier, or the hon. the member for
Chateauguay. He thought there were
a good many gentlemen on both sides
who would come to the conclusion that
the policy was the question in contro-
versy in this case. It was whether a
question of important public poliey
should be dealt with by this House
alone, or should require the sanction
of the S#nate. He would take it as a
question of public policy. Of what
use was the Windsor Branch of
the Intercolonial Railway. It was
a burden to the country; it
was yielding the country no
profit as far as that railway was con-
cerned; it was a great object to utilize
it for the purpose of such railway ex-
tension as might be secured in that
way, to open up a large section of the
country, to increase its trade and
revenue. Would any person place in
the saine category the right to transfer
the Windsor Branch of the Inter-
colonial ]Railway for the purpose of
securing the construction of a long
line of railway through the country,
and the policy of enabling the Govern-
mient and a moribund Parlianent at
their last hourholding power in opposi-
tion to the well understood public
sentiment of this country, to pass thia
important measure? What did the
ground, taken by the hon. the First
Minister, resolve itself into ? Into a
question of great magnitude, that of
getting a line of communication be-
tween the great North-West and the
outer world for a peérod of ton years,
and which, as matters stood at present,
was likely to be the only line for com-
munication for several years. But ho-
hind the question there was one of
much greater magnitude granted, that
this Government had the power, with
the sanction of its supporters who
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could to-day sustain it, but who to-
morrow, when they went back to the
people to receive their verdict, would
not be supported by them, to pass the
legislation in this House. To sustain
the policy of the Government was to
assert its right, without consulting the
Senate, to tra-nsfer the whole of the In-
tercolonial to the Grand Trunk to-mor-
row for any number of years on such
terms as they might think proper. It
might be very convenient to a Govern-
ment in the position of this one to
have such a power, to be able to act as
they pleased, regardless of the senti-
ments of everybody, except those who
sat behind them on the Treasury
bencbes. Under this policy there was
not merely the question of leasing 69
miles of a branch of the Canada
Pacifie Railway, but the right
of the Government was asserted
to spend a hundred millions
of Canadian money in building the
Canada Pacifie ]Railway, and, thon,
without the authority of the Senate,
without the authority of anybody
except the party majority in the Com-
Mons, however small that might be, to
transfer to any company for fifty years
the whole control of this railway, ex-
tending 3,000 miles across this con-
tinent.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he desired to add a few words to the
remarks made by the hon. member for
Cumberland, although it was almost
unnecessary for him toi do so. The
speech of the Premier was a · fitting
wind up to the many acts of the pro-
sent Government which were in direct
opposition to their professions. Before
the taking of office by the present Ad-
ministration, the countay was told
that the new Government was to be
an honest Govern ment, and that every
thing was to be left to the control of
Parliament. To-day the country was
told, when an essential branch of
Parliament chose to exorcise the
authority conferred upon it by the
Constitution, it was guilty of an act of
usurpation. Why, one would suppose
that the Sonate was merely a body to
register the decisions of the House.
One would suppose the Premier was
merely doing an act of courtesy to the

Ma: TUPPER.

Senate in sending bis Bills to that
flouse at all. The hon, gentleman
surcly knew that the Sonate had a
right to reject bis measures altogether,
and it also had a nominal right to stop
the supplies, but that was a measure
only to be adopted in case of an ex-
tremity. Such an argument as had
been applied with regard to this Bill
here, was the introduction of a new
feature into our railway policy, in
which Parliament was asked to confer
upon the Governmont, in its last mo-
ments, the power to alienate a portion
of our railway system, and to give to
a foreign road the control of a branch
of our greatest railway undertaking
for ton years. If the statement was
correct, the first proposed agreement
was for twenty-one years. He would
like the bon. gentleman to say whether
it was or not. He would like the hon.
the Premier to say whether that was
the case or not; but the ion. gentleman
who was once in favour of everything
being within the control of Parliament,
now said he regretted the necessity of
the Government to look round and see
if they could not find some means of
carrying out their intentions, irrespec-
tive of the action of Parliament.
Necessity was the tyrant's plea, and
never was a more despotic use of power
proposed. The hon. gentleman had in-
tmated that he was going to consider
whether by hook or crook he could not
find some means of getting rid of the
constitutional course talken by the
Senate. Yes, as history showed, a con-
stitutional course was sometimes very
inconvenient to an arbitrary and op-
pressive Government. Ail would re-
member what. Charles Fox said to Na-
poleon the Great when they were dis-
cussing the introduction of trial by
jury into France. Napoleon objected
to it on the ground that " the system
was so very inconvenient." "Well,
Fox replied, " it is for the inconve-
nience of the system that the people
of England like it." And it was be-
cause of the inconvenience to the ( Ov-
ernment of the constitutional action Of
the Sonate which put a stop to their
bargain with the hon. member for Sel-
kirk, to make him a rich man, and to-
pay him for bis servile support, that
an unconstitutional -course was pro-
posed.
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. gentle-
inan cannot say that an hon. member
is paid for his support.

Sm JOHN MACDONALD: Then a
reward, a gratuity. As Shakspeare
said, " a reward is better than a pecu-
lium." All would remember how coy
the hon. member for Selkirk was about
admitting that he was interested in
the Company. He (fr. Smith) said it
was none of his (Sir John A. Macdon-
ald's) business te ask whether he (Mr.
Smith) had an interest, but it had to
come out ut last, and the hon. gentle-
man who had the astuteness to get the
Government into the bargain, bad not
the astuteness to keep the matter to
himself. The circumstances were sus-
picious. The circumstance of an hon.
gentleman gotting up and advocating a
proposal in which he was interested,
was more than suspicious. With refer-
ence to the action of the Senate, he
(Sir John A. Macdonald) might say
it was true that, with respect to
the contracts for the Canada Pacifie
Railway,they had to be laid only before
the House of Commons, but if the
Senate had chosen to say that the con-
tracts should be laid before both
Houses, such a clause should be in-
serted in the Bill. But the Senate did
not require that; probably because the
contracts were merely to carry out the
details of a measure, the policy in
connection with which was set out on
the face of it. In the present case
the contract involved a question of
policy as well as lease arrangements,
or, as the Bill said, " otherwise," the
word "otherwise " meaning soine ar-
rangement not told to the House of
Commons nor to the Senate. The hon.
gentleman, in bringing up a matter
involving a new policy, should have
included its terms in the Bill. If he
believed that his policy was in the in-
terests of the country, and that it
would meet with the sanction of Par-
liament, why did he not put it on the
Bill ? If power such as was asked in
this Bill were given to the Govern-
ment, it would prevent this Parliament
from resisting a similar but more ex-
tended measure, by which power might
be given to the Government of the
day to lease the whole of our railway
system, east, west, north and south.

The proposition to pass a general Bill
of this kind was too monstrous. If
there was something in the policy of
the Government, of which this House
would not disapprove, they could put
it in the Bill; but, no, a gener. mea-
sure was brought down, dolus latet in
generalibus. The lion. gentleman qass-
ed it in this louse, ho was unable to
carry it in the Senate, and now ho was
going to find some similar way to
carry out a policy which he was not
able to sustain in Parliament. That
was the action of a Government in a
frce country. It was the avoidance by
thé Government of the constitutional
restrictiôns put upon it. It was the
action of a Government led by a con-
stitutional Minister, who prided him-
self, when ho came into power, that he
would submit to Parliament a thorough
control of all matters. He (Sir John
A. Macdonald) warned that gentleman
that ho would be held responsible for
his action by the country,

MR. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman had got up for the purpose
of getting a speech upon record which
ho knew in its terms to be false. Any
one would have imagined from the
speech of the hon. member for Cum-
berland that the points in the two cases
were similar, and that they had both
been submitted to the Upper House.
The facts showed that there was noth-
ing in the way of parallel in the cases.
In the Canadian Pacifie Railway Act
there was an express provision to the
effect that the contracts shall be ap-
proved by the flouse of Commons, and
that they should be laid upon the
Table of both Houses. That did net
involve that an approval was to be
given by the Senate. The cases which
had been quoted from British practice
had no application, for, although it was
true that the returns had to be laid upon
the Table of the House of Peers, there
was nothing to show that the Peers
had any power of veto over them. The
Senate had entered upon a course
which was most dangerous to the Con-
stitution of the country. It had enter-
ed upon a course which every member
of the House was bound,from considera-
tions of national safety in a parliamen-
tary sense, to rosent and resist, and it
had entered upon a course which would
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be dangerous to the Constitution of
that Chamber as it exists, by initiat-
ing agitation in the country which
could only result in disagreement be-
tween the great authorities of the
State; and there would be a necessity
for changes which every one of them
coulhhave wished would not have been
necessary.

House adjourned at
Thirty-five minutes past

Nine o'clock.

1HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 10th April, 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at
Twenty minutes before Three o'clock.

PRAYERs.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Mi. SMITH (Selkirk): Mr. Speaker,
I rise to a question of privilege. I
notice in one of the public prints of
Ottawa that the right hon. member
for Kingston-who, I regret, is not
now in his place-bas spoken of me in
this Hlouse in a manner which, I think,
I can well characterize as most unfair
and most unjustifiable. I will read
what is stated in the Free Press. It is
as follows:-

" The Supply Bill passed. The amend-
ments made by the Senate to the Indepen-
dence of Parliament Bill and Hon. Mr.
Blake's Bill were agreed to, and those to the
Supreme Court Bill disagreed to. A brief
but violent discussion arose over the action
of the Senate with regard to the Pembina
Branch. The Premier severely criticised the
conduct of the Senate in throwing out this
Bill, and waa followed by Sir John A. Mac-
donald, who insinuated that the Bill wae
merely an arrangement by which the Gov-
ernment could reward a member of the
House for hie servile support, and that this
member had been comnpelled to admit in the
House that he was interested in this mono-
poly."
In the first place I say I never
did make such an admission in this
House to the hon. gentleman, and even
had I done so, I think that the hon.
gentleman had no right to speak of me
as he did on that occasion. Whatever
I have done in this respect I have done
in the most open manner possible.

Ma. MASKENZI.

When it was found that others could
do nothing in the way of getting bet-
ter railway facilities and completing
the railway connection with Manitoba,
I certainly, as a member from
that Province, did my utmost
to effect that. As I said on another
occasion in this House, for two or three
years back I have laboured earnestly
to that end in connection with some
friends, and no sooner did it be-
come possible to get that which was
so much required-indeed an absolute
necessity for the country-than the
hon. gentleman and his friends put
every obstacle in the way of its being
carried out. He comes down to this
House and says that the Government
are actuated by unworthy motives in
proposing to make running arrange-
ments with the St. Paul and Pacific
Company over the Pembina Branch,
and that it was their intention to-
reward me in this way for my servile
adherence to them. Now, I would
like to ask the hon. gentleman the
member for Kingston and any member-
of his Government, if on any occasion
they found a disposition on my part
to ask or receive any favour from the
Government, either for myself or for
that corporation which bas been so
much spoken of, and which I have had
the honour of representing-that is the
Hudson Bay Company. I would ask
the hon. member if I have received
one sixpence of public money or one
place, either for myself or any other
person connected with me, and if at
this moment there is one single per-
son related to myself who receives
one sixpence of the public money;
and I might ask the hon. mem-
ber if this is so with all those who
may have claims upon himself. But
perhaps it would not be very generous
to refer to these matters particularlY.

Su JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Refer to what?

Ma. SMITH : This is-

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD:
What woald it be ungenerous to refer
to ?

Ma. SMITH: I mentioned that
there was not one relative of mine
who drew one sixpence of the
public money, who held any place in
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the public service, and said, perhaps,
it might be otherwise with those con-
neocted with and related to the right
hon. gentleman.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
lear, hear.

MR. SMITH: Not that there would
be anything wrong even if it were so
as regards the hon. gentleman's friends,
but 1 say I always desired to keep my.
self entirely free and independent with
regard to these matters of one Gov-
ernment or of the other Govern-
ment. I would ask the hon. gen-
tlemen on this side of the fouse if I
have ever desired any favour for
myself, or anything for any one except
for such of my constituents as have ap-
plied to me for places under the Gov-
ernment; and 1 ask, further, if, on
any one occasion, where I have recom-
mended a single individual for any
place, or any position, or any appoint,
ment, I have done so without the sav-
ing clause that it was conditional on
his being found in every respect well
fitted for it, both as to character and
ability. This unwarrantable attack
of the right hon. gentleman is but a
continuation and a repetition of what
he and his frends have been saying of
myself both inside and outside of this
louse for some time back. The hon.

gentleman who sits on his left, the
hon. member for Cumberland, has not
been slow to use my name, as I find by
another public print. I find that the
hon. gentleman says,-I think it was at
what is called the Orangeville picnic.
J know very little of these pic-
nics, I have not followed them closely,
nor indeed have I followed them
at all. I was otherwise I trust honest-
ly and more properly occupiod in the
pursuit of my duties.

Si- JOHN A. MACDONALD:
More profitably engaged, no doubt !

Mu. SMITH : I trust so-more pro-
fitably and more properly. I find that
the hon. gentleman, the meniber for
Cumberland, says here, speaking of cer-
tain names that were given in the Globe
of those who did not support the right
hon. gentleman at a critical moment
in 183--

M. TUPPER: Mr. Speaker, I rise
to a question of order.

MR. SMITH: It will be remembered
that

MR. SPEAKER : A question of order
is raised.

MR. TUiPPER: I rise to a question
of order, and I put it to you,- whether
it is not an abuse of the right to read
from a newspaper, for the hon. gentle-
man has had that speech here during
the three months that we have been
in Session, and to speak at the moment
when Black Rod is coming to the door
and thus to shelter bimself from the
answer which he would otherwise get.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: And
the punishment he would otherwise
get.

MR. SMITH: I had no such oppor-
tunity.

Mu. TUPPER: A more cowardly
thing I have never seen ventured on in
this House.

MR. SMITH: I am not surprised at
this from the hon. gentleman.

MR. TUPPER: Anything more
cowardly I never heard of. I am re-
sponsible for every word I have uttered
on the platform. I have sat here for
three months, and no reference has
been made to this by -the hon. gentle-
man or anybody else.

Some HoN. MEMBERS; Order.
Mu. TUPPER: Neither the hon.

gentleman-
Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.

Mit. TUPPER: Nor any other hon.
gentleman-

Some ioN. MEMBERS: Order.

MR. TUPPER : Has ventured to
challenge one word I have uttered
during the recess of Parliament.

Ma. SMITH: The charge of being a
coward I throw back on the hon. gen-
tleman.

Sri JOHN A. MAODONALD: Let
the poor man go on.

MR. SMITH: The hon. member for
Cumberland said:-

" He would give his hearers the names
mentioned by the Globe as having left because
of the scandal, and he asked them to mark
them. It would be remembered that the
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Government had a m'a.jority of from twenty-
five to thirty, antd, in order to gain a majority,
the Oppcsition had to take half of tbem
away. Bow many of them did the Globe
mention? Would his hearers believe it?
Three. But who did they suppose were
paraded before the people in that connection ?
He wuld read their names. For what
purpose did Mr. Glass, Hon. D. A. Smith,
and Col. Ray, not to mention others-
all men who had supported Sir John
A. Macdonald in the first session ot 1873-
desert Sir John, but for his conduct in con-
nection with the Pacific Scandal? Did
any one who read the public prints want
to know why the independent, high-souled,
patriotic Mr. Glass left the party, and where
he had been ever since? He, a lawyer, was
certainly about the last man one -vould ex-
pect to find up to bis eyes in railway and
Pacifie telegraph contracts with the Govern-
ment. Yet there lie was, and the law was
trampled under foot to pay himi, as they gave
hiim the contract withouL first having
the road located. Then they 6aid
Hon. D. A. Smith. Did the Globe sup-
pose that the people of Canada had no
memories, and that they did not know that
Mr. Smith gave unqualified evidence that
the Canada Pacific scandal had nothing to do
with his changed attitude towards Sir John
Macdouald ? Mr. Smith was a representa-
tive of the Hudson Bay Company and he
had been pressing a claim on his right hon.
friend for public noney; Sir John had been
holding back, and Mr. Smith came to the
conclusion that it would be just as well to
jump the fence if there was to be a change of
Government. But Mr. Smith was a canny
man; he held back and sat on the fence and
watcbed the course, certainly not in the in-
terests of his country, because he did not
want to jump too soon and find he had
jumped into a ditch. But, when he came to
the conclusion that the Government was
going out, lie made the bolt, and he (Dr.
Tupper) had no doubt that he had had a
great deal of reason since for congratulating
himself on having jumped as he did."

That is the insinuation-the broad as-
'sertion made on the part of the hon.
member for Cumberland at his picnic,
and reiterated here, and I give it the
most positive denial, and say-that
never was anything received by me or
desired by me from the present Gov-
ernnent any more than from the
former Government. What are the
particulars of this affair of 1873, as re-
gards myself ? Does the hon. gentle-
man not know, and does not the right
hon. gentleman know too, that mem-
bers of the late Government approached
me before the eventful 4th of November,
and that they wished to sound me and
know how I was going to vote in this

MR. SMIrn.

matter; and that some days in ad-
vance of that time, I was requested to
meet the hon. member for Charlevoix
in the Speaker's room, and did meet him
there ? And do they not know that
an hon. gentleman from the other
fouse, the Hon. Mr. Campbell, a
gentleman for whom I have a very
high respect, personally, also met me
there, and that to both of these gen-
tlemen, during a long interview, at
which was present also another gen-
tleman who was then, likewise, a
member of this House--Mr. Nathan, a
personal friend of mine-I declared
that I could not vote for the amend-
ment to the amendment that was even
offered by Mr. McDonald of Pictou?
Do they not know I said-" No, I can-
not do so; I cannot possibly do so; J
cannct conscientiously do so."

MR. TUPPEiR: Does the hon. gen-
tleman dny-

Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
Ma. TUPPER: That he telegraphed

down here-

Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. TUPPER: That le would be

here and support the Government-
Soine HoN. MEMBERS: Order.
Ma. TUPPER: After he knew

everything about the Canadian Pacifie
Railway affair. Does he deny that?

Mu. SMITII: I do deny it. I
never telegraphed I would be here
and support the Government. Never,
never. J know that the right hon.
gentleman wrote me, asking me to
come down, but the hon. gentleman
cannot say-dare not say-I ever tele-
graphed I would support the Govern-
ment, and no other hon. gentleman
can say s0.

SIR JOHN A. MA.CDONALD: I
will tell you what I can say-

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: J
telegraphed the hon. gentleman

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.
Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: lie

dare not listen to an explanation.
Ma. SMITH: On the occasion re-

ferred to in the Speaker's Chamber,
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I said that I could not support the
Government, but I offered and proposed
that there should be another amend-
ment, and a very different one, that is,
the Government should frankly con-
fess their fault to the louse, and then,
if the country condoned it, and Par-
liament condoned it, it would be a very
different thing. That is what I pro-
posed to the hon. gentleman, and this
was reduced to writing at the time.

Ma. TUPPER: That-
Some HoN. MEMBEiRS : Order.
Mi. TUPPER : Is not what you

telegraphed.
Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.
M. TUPPER : That is not what

you telegraphed.
Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD:

Hear, hear.
MR. SMITH: The hon. gentleman is

altogether in the wrong. I tele-
graphed simply in courtesy in reply to a
letter that 1 would be in Ottawa by the
23rd October. I saw the right hon.
gentleman himself in one of the rooms.
He sent for me. Mr. Mitchell came
and informed me that the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston desired to see me;
and let me say toi Mr. Mitchell's credit,
that he has got up in many an assem-
bly where I have been and said I was
perfectly justified in doing as I did, as
Mr. Mitchell knew ail the circum-
stances.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: I am
sure he did fnot.

Ma. TUPPER: Will the hon. gen-
tleman name-

Some HoN. MEMBERS : Order.
MR. TUPPER: One single meeting

where Mr. Mitchell ever made such
a statement anywhere, and where
the record of it is to be found, except
out of the lion. gentleman's own
mouth--

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.
Ma. SMITH: I could do so.
Ma. TUPPER: And that goes for a

very little in this House or out of it.
Ma. SMITH: I can bring forward

a number of gentlemen of high respect-
ability, whose word will be taken al

161

over the country and ail over the
world.

Ma. TUPPER and HoN. MEMBERS:
Name, name. Where, Where?

Ma. SMITH: I could mention a
dozen.

Some HoN. MEMBEiRS: Name.
Ma. SMITH: A dozen most respect-

able mon in Montreal, and some in
Ottawa, too.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Name,
Ma. SMITH: A dozen of them.
Ma. TUPPER: I nover heard of

these meetings and statements.
Ma. SMITH: And, if necessary, I

am prepared to do so at another time.
On the occasion spoken of I did see
the hon. gentleman in the room. I
think it was No. 6 or 5, and the hon.
gentleman then did try to persuade me
to vote for him, but the lion. gentle-
man will not dare to state I said I could
support him ; and what did the hon.
gentleman say tome thon at length-

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

Ma. SMITH: He said,-" If I am not
supported now I will appeal to the
country." The right hon. gentleman
during the present Session spoke of
Selkirk-the constituency I have the
honour to represent-as being a rotten
borough, an Old Sarum, but in speak-
ing of me as ho did on the evening of
that 4th November, ho must have
counted on the whole of Ontario being
one great rotten borough, a veritablo
Old Sarum, as he said that if ho ap-
pealed to it ho would have Ontario to
a man with him.

An Hon. MEMBER: Hear, hear.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALI):
There is not one single word
of truth in that statement-not one
single word of truth. The hon. gent-
leman is now stating what is a false-
hood.

Ma. ROCHESTER: How much did
the other side offer you?

Ma SMITH: The hon. gentleman
says ho did not say so ; certainly the
spirit within him said it; for the
words came ont of the hon. gentie-
man's mouth.
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Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
MR, SMITH: If he did not say so,

the spirits within him did. Those
words were uttered by the hon. gentle-
man.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD:
They were not uttered by me.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: They

were not uttered by me.
Mu. SMITH: They were, as surely

and certainly as the hon, gentleman
and I are here.

HON. MEMBERS: Order, order.
MR. SMITH: The hon. member for

Cumberland the same evening told me
that the right hon. gentleman was not
capable of knowing what he said; and
will he deny-

Some HON. MEMBERS : Order.
MR. SMITH: The hon. member for

Cumberland said next morning-
Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. TUPPER: Mr. Speaker, I rise

to a question of order, and I want to
ask you whether it is competent for any
hon. gentleman to stand up in this
House and detail what he himself
a Imits are private conversations. Is it
e npetent for a man to detail private
conversations, while falsifying themr?

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. TUPPER: And his word passes

for nothing bore or elsewhere.
Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. TUPPER : I have never

witnessed such
Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. TUPPER : Cowardly abuse

of-
Sone HON. MEMBERS: Order.
11R. TUPPER: Of the privileges of

this House, as for an hon. gentleman
to be guilty of making a speech when
there is no possibility of a reply being
made to it.

MR. SMITH: The hon. gentle-
man--

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. gentle-
man is defending himself against a
very grave charge made against him.

Ma. SMiTH.

Privilege.

The relating of private conversations
may be held to be very improper, but
it is not unparliamentary.

MR. TUPPER: I do not complain
of the relating of private convers-
ations, -I complain-

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. TUPPER: I complain of the

hon. ntleman falsifying private con-
versaioDs, and detailing that as a con-
versation which he knows to be falsi-
fied.

MR. SMITH: I do not look upon
them as private conversations, and I
give the exact truth. I was sent for
as a member of the House by the gen-
tleman at that time the head of the
Governrnent, and he

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

MR. SMITH: Endeavoured to get
me-

MR. TUPPER: Will the hon. gen-
tleman-

MR. ROCHESTER: They could not
give you enough.

MR. SMITH: Will he deny that the
next morning when I met the hon.
gentleman here, who is on the other
side-

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Give.

MR. SMITH: At Mr. Tupper's office
when he was Minister of Customs.
Will he dcny that he said to me that
so soon as it was possible to make the
right hon. gentleman to understand
right from wrong, or to that effect-

Mu. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman
has asked if I will make a statement.

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Orcter.

Mu. TUPPER: I tell him that if he
will allow me five minutes-

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

MR. SMITH: Only for an apology.

MR. TUPPER: I will show that the
very first statement he commenced
with today-

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

Mu. TUPPER: The statement that
he never sought a favour fromu the late
G-overniment-
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Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. TUPPER: Is as false a state-

ment-
Some HON. M EMBERS: Order.
MR. TUPPER: As ever issued from

the mouth of any man, and he has
continued-

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

MR. TUPPER: With a tissue-
Some HON. MEMBERS : Order.
MR. TUPPER: Sir, of as false

statements as were ever uttered--
Some HON. MEMBEIRS: Order.
MR. TUPPER: By auy man,
Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. TUPPER: That is what I will

show him.

MR. SMITH: I never asked, prayed
for, desired, or got a favour from the
last Government.

MR. TUPPER: Will the hon.
gentleman allow me to tell a favour
ho asked for?

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.
Mu. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman

begged of me to implore

Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. TUPPER: The leader of the

Governmeut to make him a member
of the Privy Council of Canada.

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

Ma. TUPPIER: That is what he
asked for, and he--

Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.

MR. TUPPER: Was refused; and it
was the want of that position, and that
refusal which, to a large extent, has
placed him where ho is to-day.

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

MR. SMITH: The hon. gentleman
knows that he states what is wholly
Untrue, and, driven to his wit's end, is
now going back to a journey he and I
made to the North-West in 1869, and
I give the most positive denial to any
assertion made by him, or any other
person, that I asked for or desired any
favour from the Government.

THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Mr.
Speaker, a Message from His Excel-
lency the Governor-General.

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.
MR. SMITI: I now-
MR. SPEAKER: I have very much

pleasure in informing the House that
it now becomes my duty to receive the
Messenger-

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

MR. SMITH: fHe knows-

MR. TUPPER: Coward, coward;
sit down.

MR. SPEAKER: I-

MR. SMITH: He knows-

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Oider.

MR. TUPPER: Coward, coward,
coward.

MR. SMITH: You are the coward.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.

Ma. SMITH: Nay, further, there
were two gentlemen, members of this
House

Some HoN. ME.MBERS : Order.

Ma. SMITH: The day after that 4th
November

Ma. TUPPER: Coward, coward.

MR. SMITH: Who came to me with
a proposition to throw over the right
hon. gentleman and the present memi-
ber for Charlevoix, if I would consent
to give up the position I had deemed it
my duty to take in the House the
evening before, and would support the
Government by voting against the
amendment of the hon. member for
Lambton.

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Order.

MR. TUPPER: Mean, treacherous
coward.

MR. SMITH: Who is the coward,
the flouse will decide-it is yourself.

MR. TUPPER: Coward, treacher-
ous--

MR. SMITH: I could not support
them-

Ma. SPEAKER: Admit the Mess-
enger.
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SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
fellow Smith is the biggest liar I ever
met!

A Message from His Excellency the
Governor General, by the Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod

e Ma. SPEAKER r-

"Ris Excellency the Governor General
desires the immediate attendance of this
Honourable House in the Senate Chamber.'

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the
louse, went up to attend His Excel-

lency.

In the Senate Chamber.
His Excellency was pleased to give,

in ler Majesty's name, the Royal
Assent to the following Bills:-

An Act to i~corporate the Fishwick's Ex-
press and Merchants' Forwarding Company
(Limited).

An Act further to amend the Act intituled
" An Act respecting the Public Works of

Canada."
An Act to incorporate I La Société de Con-

struction du Comté d'Hochelaga," as a Per-
manent Building Society, and for other
purposes.

An Act respecting the Port Whitby
Harbour Company.

An Act to provide that rsons charged
with common assault shall e competent as
witnesses.

An Act to grant relief to the Canada
Agricultural Insurance Company.

An Act to incorporate the Missionary
Society of the Bible Christian Church in

Canada.
An Act to amend the Law respecting Deck

Loads.
An Act respecting the Duty on Malt.
An Act to provide for the creation and

registration of Homestead Exemption Estates
in the Territories of Canada.

An Act to amend section sixty-eight of
"The Penitentiary Act of 1875."

An Act respecting persons imprisoned in
default of giving securities to keep the peace.

An Act to make provisions for the wnding
up of insolvent incorporated Pire or Marine
Insurance Companies.

An Act to amend '<An Act respecting
conflicting claims to lands of occupants in
Manitoba.,

An Act to grant certain powers to the
Agricultural Mutual Assurance Association
of Canada, and te change its ame.

An Act to amend the Acts incorporating
the Brockville and Ottawa Railway Company
and the Canada Central Railway Company,
and to provide for the amalgamation of the
said Companies.

An Act to confer certain powers on the
Montreal Building Association by the name
of " The Montreal Investment and Building
Company."

An Act to authorize the Stadacona Pire
and Life Insurance Company to reduce its
Capital Stock, and for other purposes.

An Act to amend the Act thirty-seventh
Victoria, chapter eight, intituled: «An Act
to impose license duties on compounders of
spirits; to amend the Act respecting the
Inland Revenue, and to prevent the adulter-
ation of Food, Drink and Drugs."

Au Act to authorize the advance of cer-
tain sums to the Province of Manitoba, in
aid of the Public Schoels therein.

An Act to amend the Act respecting the
Election of Members of the House of
Commons.

An Act respecting the Ontario Express and
Transportation Company.

An Act to amend the law respecting
Building Societies carrying on business in
the Province of Ontario.

An Act to amend the law relating to
Stamps on Promissory Notes and Bills of
Exchange.

An Act to provide for the better auditing
of Public Accounts.

An Act respecting the Traffic in Intoxi-
cating Liquors.

An Act further securing the Independence
of Parliament.

An Act for the better prevention of crimes
of violence in certain parts of Canada until
the end of the next Session of Parliament.

The Speaker of the House of Com-
mons then said:-

" MAY n PLEASE YoUa EXoELLENeY,-

" The Commons of Canada bave voted the
Supplies required to enable the Governiment
to defray the expenses of the Public Service.

" In the name of the Commons, I present
to your Excellency a Bill intituled, an Act
for granting to Her Majesty certain sums of
money required for defraying certain expen-
ses of the Public Setvice, for the financial
year ending respectively the 3oth June, 1878,
and the 3oth June, 1879, and for other pur
poses relating to the Public Service, to which
I humbly request Your Excelleucy's as-
sent."

To this Bill the Royal Assent was
signited ix the following words:-
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" In Her Majesty's name, His Excellency
the Governor Generai thanks Her loyal sub-
jects, accepts their benevolence, and assents
to this Bill."

The titles to the following Bills were
then read :-

An Act to repeal Section twenty-three of
" The Merchant Shppi ng Act, 1876," as to
Ships in Canadian Waters.

An Act for the relief of Hugh Hunter.
An Act for the relief ot Victoria Elizabeth

Lyon.
An Act for the relief of George Frothing-

ham Johnston.

To these Bills, the Clerk of the Sen-
ate, by His Excellency's command, did
thereupon say:

" His Excellency the Governor General
doth reserve these Bills for the signification
of Her Majesty's pleasure thereon."

His Excellency the Governor Gen-
eral was then pleased to address the
two Houses in the following Speech:-

<'Honourable Gentlemen qf the Senate:

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

" I am glad to be able to relieve you from
further attendance in Parliament after a
somewhat long and laborious Session.

"I shall take the necessary steps, at an
early day at the close of the financial year,
toe give effect to the measure you have passed
for the better auditing of Public Accounts.

"I shall call the attention of Her Majesty's
Government to your Address, praying that
all of British America, excepting Newfound-
]and, shall be, by Imperial action, declared
to be within the Dominion o Canada.

"I rejoice that during the teri of my
administration, this final etep to consolidate
British interests on the continent of America,
has been taken with so much unanimity,
and that hence'forth the Dominion Govern-
Ment will, under Her Majesty, exercise
undisputed sway over the northern half of
this continent.

" I am happy to be able to state that,
pending the final settlement of the question
of boundary, a conventional line has been

adopted by my Government and the Govern-
ment of the Uuited States, between Alaska
and British Columbia, on the Stickeen
River.

" The large sums you have appropriated
for the great works of internal improvemen t
will be expended with the most rigid regard
to economy, and in the expectation that the
principal canals under construction may be
nearly completed within the next financial
year.

" The settlement of Manitoba and the
North-West Territories has been proceeding
this year with unexampled rapidity, and if
the efforts of my Government to obtain a
railway connection with Winnipeg, at a very
early day should b.)e succeseful, I anticipate,
next year, a still larger increase to the popu-
lation.

" It is especially gratifying to find so
many Canadians, wbo had in former years
emigrated to the United States, now retL'rn-
ing to the newly organized territories of their
native land.

" Gentlemen of the fouse of Commons:

" I thank you for the supplies which you
have granted for the various public services.

d Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

"Nothing could have given me more
gratification than the joint Address with
which you have honored me on the eve of
my departure.

" My interest in Canada shall not cease,
when my mission, as Her Majesty's Viceroy
shall have terminated, and I am glad to

know that yon have taken sD favourable a

view of my efforts to fittingly represent our

most graicous Queen in this the most im-

portant of Her Majesty's Colonial Posses-

sions.

" I now bid yon farewell, and earnestly

trust that you may tind in the future the

manifold blessings which I shall ever pray
may be continually showered upon you."

The Parliameat of the Dom!iion of
Canada was then prorogued to Wed-
nesday, the 19th June next.

The Speech.
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Motion for Papers, 726.

British Columbia Fisheries.
Motion for Return, 726.

British Columbia, Indian Reserves in.
Motion for Return, 964.

British Columbia, Money Paid.
Motion for Return, 373.

British Columbia Penitentiary.
Question, 2143.

British Columbia, Telegraph Charges in.
Motion for Correspondence, 961.

British Columbia Terminus, Pacific
Railway.

Motion for Reports and Correspondence,
366.

British Columbia, Trae and Con-
merce of.

Motion for Returns, 368.

British Columbia, Visit of Governor-
General.

Motion for Details of Expenses, 570.

British North America Act, Better
Translation of.

Motion for Select Committee, 1084.
Committee Appointed, 1663

Brockville and Ottawa and Canada
Central Railway Companles Bill.

10, 369 ; 20, 485 ; Coa., 1548 ; 30, 1653.
Consideration of Senate Amendments,
2069.

BROOKS, Mi.
Question of Privilege, 1311.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1918.

BaOusE, Mr.

Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1222.
Post Offce Act Amendmnent Bill, 1467.
Supply, 2300.

BROWN, Mr.
The Tariff, 1626, 1803.
Life Assurance Policies Bill, 1673.
Supply, 2371.



BUD CAL

BUDGET, TUE, 427.
Debate on, 444, 663, 741, 809.
Amendment Proposed, 854.

TARIFF).
(See THE

Building societies Amendment Bill.
10. 1311 ; 2°, 2158 ; 3°, 2212.

BUNSTER, Mr.
The Address, 1782.
Pacific Railway, 416, 2538.
Alaska Boundary Line, 418.
Number of Menbers in Parliament, 425.
Biennial Sessions, 616.
Observance of the Lord's Day, 734.
The Budget, 795.
The Tariff, 934,
Pine River Pass Survey, 107.
Supply, 1185, 1198, 2047, 2082, 2095, 2198,

2284, 2289-2291, 2472, 2530.
Chinese Labour on Pacific R. R., 1207, 1210
Independence ofParliament Bill, 1332, 1353
Importation of Malt, 1379.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1526.
Royal Naval Cadets, 1557.
The Governor General, J 638.
The Tariff, 1797.
Pacific Railway Supplies, 2056.
Question of Privilege, 2066.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2120.
Weland Canal Improvemeuts, 2152.
The Coal Interests, 2171.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 2344.
Removal of'Stipendiary Magistrate, 2350.
Traffie in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2399,

2407.
Crimes of Violence Prevention Bill, 2465.
Supplementary Estimates, 2472, 2530.

IBUIRK, Mr.
Port Whitby Harbour Co. Bill. 387, 682, 1660
Bible Christian Church in Canada issionary

Society liill, 1868, 2068.

]BURPEE, Mr. (St John.)
Trade and Navigation Returns, 348.
Trade and Commerce of B. C., 368.
New Campbellton Custom House, 725.
Ordnance Lands, 965.
Supply, 1162, 1194, 1806, 1825, 1826, 2218,2291, 2292, 2484.
Daties Collected at St. John, N. B., 1409.
Rebate of Duties, 1641.
Welland Canal Improvements, 2151.
Government Officials in Elections, 2218.
Names and Salaries of Officials, 2360.
Supplementary Estimates, 2484.

IURPEE.i Mr. (Sitnbury.)
The Agricultural Interests, 1724.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2160.

Business of the House.
Motions to Adjourn, 567, 740.
Resolution Proposed, 1507.
Motion, 2549.

Calais and St. Stephen R.R. Bridge Com-
pany Bill.

1°, 663; 2°, 711 ; Bill withdrawn, 1219.

CAMERON, Mr.
Claims for Damages on Intercolonial R.R.,

510.
Evidence on Coinmon Assaults Bill, 612.
Welland Canal Contracts, 642, 646.
The Budget, 940.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 952.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bills, 1706.
Supply, 1806, 1834, 1836. 2523.
Victoria Elizabeth Lyon Divorce Bill,] 860,

1945, 2068.
Law of Evidence Amendnent Bill, 1866.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1967.
Question of Privilege, 2J62.
Stamps on Promissorv Notes Bill, 2072.
Election Act Amendment Bill. 2074.
Northerly Boundaries of Canada, 2393.
Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2400.
Crimes of Violence Prevention Bill. 2412.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2503.
Supplementary Estimates, 2523.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 2548.

CAMPBELL, Mr.
New Campbellton Custon flouse, 724.
Post Office Changes, New Campbellton,

725.
Ingonish Harbour Breakwater, 726.
Bird Island Lighthouse Keeper, 738.
Enlargement of St. Peter's Canal, 739.
The Tariff, 1803.
Supply, 2031, 2088, 2199, 2214.
The Coal Interests, 2192.
Ingonish Harbour Contract, 2206.

Canada Agricultural Insurance Company
Bill.

lo, 531; 20, 683; 3-, 1860.

CanadaCentral and Georgian BayBranch
Railway Companies.

Motion for Papers, 1848.

Canada Central Railway Company.
Resolution Proposed, 2487.

Canada Southern Railway Company Bill.
1,0 369; 2°, 484; Com., 1290; 3, 1381;

Senate amendments concurred in, 1727.

Canada Southern Railway Conpany.
Motion for Returns, 720.

Canada Vine Growers' Association.
Question, 1206.

Canada Vine Growers' Association Bill.
1°, 708; Order discharged and Bill with-

drawn, 2069.

Canadian Pacifie Railway Act Amendment
Bill.

1, 1205; 20, 1674; Com., 1675 ; 3-, 2009;
consideration ot Senate amendments,
2454; Senate amendments insisted on,
2530.

[INDEX.] CAM CAN
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CANA DIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY. 1 CARTWRIGHT, Mr.
Motion for Correspondence, 410.
Question, 408.
British Columbia Terminus, 366.
Pembina Branch, 355.
Route in British Columbia, 495.
Survev-Red River and Battleford, 570.
Cost of Consruction-Bute Inlet, 618.
Supply of Spikes, 718.
Lands-Motion for Return, 718.
Expenditure on, 722.
Contract 25, 724.
Contract 15, 724.
Route, 863.
Subsidies to R.R. Co's in connection with,

953.
Red River Crossing, 1072.
Chief Engineer's Report, 1932.
Survey, 1932.
Supplies, 2056.
Fort William Extension, 2142.
British Columbia Terminus, 2142.
Nepigon and Thunder Bay Branch, 2143.
Map of Route, 2348.
Tenders for completion of Pembina Branch,

2349.
Annual Statement-in Supply, 2413.

Canadian Pacific Railway Supplies.
Question, 2056.

Canadian Pacific Railway Survey.
Question, 1932.

Canadian Pacific Telegraph Line.
Motion for Copies of Specifications, 953.

Canadian Tobacco, duties on.
Question, 711.

Canals, The Williansburgh.
Question, 712.

Cape Breton, Iron Rails in.
Question, 487.

Carillon Canal and Dam.
Question, 486.

Carronbrook and Clinton Bonded Ware-
houses.

Motion for Correspondence, 724.

CARON, Mr.
The Address, 242.
Dufferin Improvements at Quebec, 355.
Admission of Canadian Ships into French

Ports, 362.
Lachine Canal, 510.
Port Whitby Harbour Company Bill, 683.
Square Timber Cullers' Pensions, 990.
Question of Privilege. 1313.
Supply, 1838, 2048, 2097, 2102, 2219.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2119.
Native Tobacco Duties, 2131.

Cartridges for the North- West Superin-
tendency.

Question, 1845.

Official Reporting of the Debates, 18.
Supply, 347, 373, 427, 663, 1120-1202, 1626,

1815, 1818, 1819, 1823, 1828-1831,1835, 1837,
1842, 1878, 2025-2031, 2103, 2141, 2197, 2286,
2289, 2298-2300, 2368-2370, 2376-2382,
2467-2474, 2481-2485, 2522, 2550.

Public Accounts, 347.
Repeal of Duty on Native Tobacco, 355.
Ways and Means, 347.
Balances of Appropriation, 348.
Abolition of Stamp Duty, 355.
Allowances and Gratuities, 348.
Unforeseen Expenses, 348.
Message froim His Excellency, 372.
Money Paid to 8. C., 378.
Duty on Malt, 407.
Receipts and Expenditures, 427.
The Budget, 427, 473.
Claims on Intercolonial Railway, 507.
Visit of Governor General to B. C., 519.
Dominion Pensioners, 568.
Civil Service Superannuation, 718.
Lapsed Appropriations of 1876-77, 721.
Uniform Copper Currency, 953.
Victoria Harbour Breakwater, 977.
Welland Canal Contracts, 1107.
Audit of Public Accounts Bill, 1218, 1624,

;700, 2006.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1263.
Importation of Malt, 1361.
Twenty.five cent Government Scrip, 1408.
Insurance Law Amendment, 1408.
Duties collected at St. John, N.B , 1409.
Montreal City and District Savings Bank,

1423, 1667.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1527.
The Auditor General, 1584.
Insurance Act of 1877, 1637.
Cattle Killed ou Intercolonial Railway, 1640.
Rebate-of Duties, 1644.
Life Assurance Policies Bill, 1670.
The Loan of 1876, 1855, 2158.
Northern Railway Bonds, 2005.
Insolvent Insurance Companies Bill, 2011,

2036, 2042.
Governor General's Reply to Address of

both Houses, 2055.
Pacifie Railway Supplies, 2056.
Cascumpec Harbour, 2056.
Names and Salaries of Officials, 2068, 2360.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2070, 2156.
Native Tobacco Duties, 2135.
La Banque Nationale, 2149.
Intercolonial Railway, 2314.
Supplementary Estimates, 2408, 2467, 2485,

2562.
SUPPLY BiUL, 2550.

Cascumpec larbour.
Motion for Engineer's Report, 1562.
Question, 2056.

Case of Judge Loranger.
Remarks, 369.
Explanations, 526.

Cases in Exchequer Court.
Motion for Returns, 1561.

Cases in Supreme Court.
Motion for Returns, 1561.

CASEY, Mr.

Welland Canal Contracts, 1114.

CAR CAS[INDEX.]
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CASEY, Mr.-Con.
Supply, 1151, 2252.
Canada Southern R. R. Co. Bill, 1293, 1381.
Civil Service Bill, 1673.
Ballot Papers, 2549.

CASORAIN, Mr.
Reciprocity with the United States, 353.
Bankrupt Law Amendment, 353.
Assimilation of Trade Laws, 353.
Revision of the Dominion Statutes, 353.
Expenses on account of Sitting Bull, 353.
Stadacona Fire and Life Insurance Co. Bill,

369, 485, 1206, 1290.
Bank Jacques Cartier Bill, 663, 887.
G. B. Burland Letters Patent Bill, 663, 1425.
Red River Crossing, C. P. R., 1072.
The Tariff, 1771.
Question of Privilege, 1871.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2074.
Supply, 2097.
Native Tobacco Duties, 2127, 2134.

Cattle Killed on Intercolonial Railway.
Motion for Correspondence, 1640.

Changes in the Government.
Ministerial Explanations, 305.

Channel at Mouth of the Miramichi.
Question, 486.

Chantry Island Contract--Sherff Sutton.
Personal Explanation, 1303.

Charges against Marine Agent in B. C.
Motions for Correspondence, 1638, 1846.

CHARLTON, Mr.
The Address, 22.
The Tariff, 906, 2187.
Canrtda Southern Railway Co. Bill, 1300.
Colonization Railway Bill, 1489.
Rate of Interest Bill, 1863.
The Coal Interests, 2187.
Ventilation of the Chamber, 2366.

Chaudiere River Bridge.
Motion for Correspondence, 2152.

Chester East Post-Office.
Question, ]072.

CHEVAL, Mr.
Overpayments by Steamboats, 486.
Remeasurement of Steam Vessels, 1073.
Question of Privilege, 2063.

Chinese Labour on Pacific Railway.
Resolution Proposed, 1207.

CHRISTIE, Mr.
Mails on Montreal and Occidental Railway,

352.
Observance of the Lord's Day, 727, 731.
Supply, 2477.
Oka Indians, 2477.
Supplementary Estimates, 2477.

CIMON, Mr.
Improvement on the Saguenay, 373.
Mails bet-wçeen Quebec and Murray Bay, 384.
Mail to Lake St. John, 387.
Mail to Notre Dame de Laterrière, 387.
Mail between Quebec and Chicoutimi, 722.
Wharf at Ste. Anne, Chicoutimi, 1552.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1976.

Civil Service Efllciency Bill.
10, 1673.

Civil Service Superannuation.
Motion for Return, 718.

Claims on Intercolonial Railway.
Motion for Statement, 498.
Motion for Correspondence, 1417.

Coasting Regulations.
Question, 387.

COCKBURN, Mr.
The Address, 28.
The Coal Interests, 2178.
Government Officials in Elections, 2247.

COLBY, Mr.
The Tariff, 1025.

Colchester and Cumberland Oyster Beds
Lease.

Motion for Correspondence, 1578.

Colchester (N.S.) Mail Service.
Motion for Correspondence, 2349.

Collector of Customs, Port of Rimouski.
Motion for Report, 723.

Collingweod Harbour.
Motion for Papers, 1581.

Colonization Railways Bill.
10, 567; 20, 1478; Order discharged and Bill

withdrawn, 2485.

Commission, Northern Railway.
Motion for Return, 724.

Committee, Printing.
Message to the Senate, 368.

Committees, Select Standing.
Motion, 15.
Motion for Special Committee, 347.
Report Presented and concurred in, 349.
Lists concurred in, 368.

Consolidated Insurance Act, 1877, Amend-
ment Bill.

10, 1395.

Contract 15, Pacific Railway.
Motion for Papers, 724.

Contract 25, Pacific Railway.
Motion for Papers, 724.

CIM CON[INDEX.]



CON CUR

Contracts, Systen of Letting.
Remarks, 2254.

Contracts, Welland Canal.
Motions for Returns, 623, 714.
Debate adjourned, 662, 1119.
Resuming Adjourned Debate, 1095, 1865.

£ontroverted Elections Act Âmendment
Bill.

10, 135.

Controverted Elections Act Consolidation
Bill.

10, 1454.

Controverted Election, Beauce.
Judge's Report, 13. *

Controverted Election, Jacques Cartier.
Judge's Report, 2032.

Conveyance of Kamouraska -Mails.
Question, 951.

Conveyance of Mails in Cap'e Breton.
Motion for Return, 1576.

COOK, Mr.
The Address, 196.
Northern Railway Company Bill, 531, 682,

1290, 1380.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1267, 1707.
Montreal and Ottawa Junction Railway Com-

pany Bill, 1661.
Government Officials in Elections, 2245.
Supply, 2252, 2296.
Printing Committee Reports, 2344.

'COSTIGAN, Mr.
Postal Service, Perth, N.B., 726.
Point of Order, 944.
Supply, 1174, 1176, 2100.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1349.
Keewatin Municipalities Bill, 1392.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1452.
Indian Agent at Tobique Reserve, 1552.
The case of Sergeant Hart, 1554.
Question of Privilege, 1867.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1996.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2077.

Cow Bay Breakvater.
Motion for Return, 2154.

Crimes of Violence Prevention Bill.
1, 2336 ; 20, 2384 ; Com., 2408 ; 30, 2460.

Cullers' Remuneration.
Question, 1073.

CURRIER, Mr.
Carillon Canal and Dam, 486.
Square Timt>er Cullers' Pensions, 990.
The Tariff, 1070.
Supply, 1165, 2028, 2104, 2200, 2226, 2295,

2370.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1229, 1257.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1267.
Supervisor of Cullers' Office, 1269.

CURRIER, Mr. - Con.
Post Office Act Amendment Bill, 1477.
Brockville and Ottawa Railway Bill, 1549.
Rebate of Duties, 1643.
Pacifie Railway A et Amendment Bill, 1682.
Welland Canal Inmprovements, 2152.
Government Officials in Elections, 2242.

Custons Entries of Railway Rolling
Stock.

Motion for Statement, 1418.

Daily Mail Between B. C. and Puget
Sound.

Motion for Correspondence, 1270.

Dallas and Stonewall Postal Facilities.
Question, 2056.

Damage to ills.
Question, 1269.

DAVIES, Mr.
Victoria Harbour Breakwater, 967.
Supply, 1168, 1193, 2026, 2083, 2092, 2109.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1451.
Winter Navigation of the St. Lawrence, 1283.
Post Office Act Amendment Bill, 1477.
Business of the House, 1509.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1515.
The Agricultural Interests, 1722.
Foreign Trawls off Nova Scotia, 2153.

Dawson Route, The.
Motion for Papers, 722.

Death of Militia Veterans.
Motions for Return, 426.

Debates, Oficial Reporting of.
Remarks, 16, 531.
Committee Appointed, 16
Report Concurred in, 409.
Motion to Adopt Report, 2344.

Deckloads Act Amendment Bill.
1?, 1505; 20, ; 20, 2036.

Deckloads Act Amendment Bill.
Resolution, 1505.

DECOSMOS, Mr.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 18, 2346.
B. C. Terminus Pacifie Railway, 366.
Trade and Commerce of B.C., 368.
Money paid to B.C., 373, 380.
Pacifie Railway, 410, 2532.
Alaska Boundary Line, 417.
Pacifie Railway Route in B.C., 495, 497.
Visit of Governor General to B.C., 518, 524.
Pacifie Railway, Cost of Construction-Bute

Inlet, 618.
British Columbia Fisheries, 726.
Indian Reserves, in B.C., 964.
Survey of Portland Channel, 964.
Pine River Pass Survey, 1077.
Pensions for Publie Officers, 1211.
Daily Mail between B.C. and Puget Sound,

1270.
Supply, 1195, 1197, 2091, 2219.
Printing Committee Reports, 2344.
Map of the Pacific Railway Route, 2348.
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DELORME, Mr.

Insolvent Insurance Companies Bill, 1541.
Supply, 1822.

Deepening Miramichi Channel.
Question, 486.

Departmental Regulations Bill.
Question, 863.

Depot at St. John, NB.
Question, 569.

DESJARDINS, Mr.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 17, 410, 532
The Address, 65.
Mails on the Montreal and Occidenal Rail.

way, 354.
National Insurance Company Bill, 369, 485,

1206, 1290.
Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 605,

1092, 1307.
St. John's Bridge, River Richelieu, 1273.
Losses by Floods, 1273.,
Question of Privilege, 1314.
Insurance Law Amendment, 1408.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1518, 1529.
Insolvent Insurance Companies Bill, 1542.
Supply, 1825, 2112.
Oka Indians, 2112.
Election Act Amendment Bil, 2118.
Native Tobacco Duties, 2131.
Pacifie Railway Act Amendment Bill, 2458.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 2548.
Ballot Papers, 2549.

DE ST. GEORGES, Mr.
The Address, 19.
Mails between Quebec and Three Rivera, 355
Lake St. George Railway, 712.
Government Purchase of Railway Stores,

1417.
Government Contracts since 1867, 1417.

DEVEBER, Mr.

New Brunswick Military School, 961.
Question of Privilege, 1871.

DEVLIN, Mr.
Montreal City and District Savings Bank,

1420.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1438.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1535.
Quebec Provincial Criais, 1810, 1955.
Law of Evidence Amendment Bill, 1866.
Supply, 2044.
Crimes of Violence Prevention Bill, 2409,

2463, 2466.

DEWDNEY, Mr.

Pacifie Railway Route in B. C., 496.
Governor General's Visit to B. C., 524.
Telegraph Charges in B C., 961.
Post Office Act Amendment Bill, 1511.
Nanaimo and New Westminster Mail Service,

1557.
Charges Against Marine Agent in B.C.,

1638, 1846.
Pacific Railway, 2535.
Indemnity of a Member, 2549.

Dismissal of Agent of Government Sav-
ings Bank, Glace Bay, C. B.

Motion for Correspondence, 1577.

Dismissal of D. McDonald.
Motion for Correspondence, 1577.

Dismissal of James Corbell.
Motion for Correspondence, 1577.

Dismissal of J. Cadigan.
Motion for Correspondence, 1578.

Dismissal of R. J. -M. Lacaine.
Motion for Correspondence, 1569.

Dismissal of Shipping Oflicer, Little
Glace Bay, C. B.

Motion for Correspondence, 1577.

Dismissal of Train Despatcher at Truro.
Motion for Correspondence, 1573.

Distribution of Old Rails.
Motion for Correspondence, 968.

District of Quebec MIarine.
Motion for List of Employés, 738.

DIVISIONS.
Better Translation of the British North America

Act. -(Mr. Frechette.)
Motion for Special C ommittee (Mr. Frechette)

p. 1084. Yeas, 80 ; nays, 66; p. 1664.
Brockville and Ottawa and Canada Central

Railways Amalgamation Bill.-(Mr. Gal-
braith.)

Motion in Amendment to third reading (Mr.
McDougall, South Renjrew), p. 1653. Yeas,
50; nays, 101; p. 1658.

Canada Southern Railway Co. Bill.-(Ar.
Thomson, Welland.)

Amendment (Mr. cllcDougalZ, East Elgin),
p. 1381. Yeas, 60; nays, 74; p. 1382.

.Amendment (Mr. Stephenson), p. 1382. Yeas,
42; nays, 99 ; p. 1383.

Canadian Pacific Railway Act Amendment Bill.
--(Mr. Mackenzie.)

Motion to disagree with Senate Amendments
(Mr. Mackenzie), p. 2454. Yeas, 92; nayu,
32; p. 2459.

Concurrence.
Motion in amendment (Mr. Stephenson), p.

2380. Yeas, 40; nays, 86; p. 2383.
Election of Speaker.

Motion (Mr. Mackenzie), p. 2. Yeas, 116;
nays, 53; p. 11.

Hunter, Hugh, Divorce Bill.--( Mr. McCarthy.)
Motion for first reading (Mr. McCarthy).

Yeas, 70; nays, 53; p. 1428.
Motion for second reading (lr. McCarthy).

Yeas, 78; nays, 51; p. 1524.
Motion for third reading (Mfr. lcCarthy).

Yeas, 84; nays, 61; p. 1659.

DIS DIV[INDEX.]



DIV DUT

DIVISIONS-Con.
Independence of Parliament Bill.-(fr. La-

flamme.)
Motion in amendment to third reading (Mr.

Ouimet), p. 2039. Yeas, 69; nays, 96; p.
2039.

Ingonish Harbour Contract.
Amendment to Supply (Mr. McDonald, Cape

Breton), p. 2203. Yeas, 49; nays, 98; p.
2212.

Insolvent Act Amendment Bill.-(Mr.Bourassa).
Motion for second reading (JHr. Bourassa),

p. 1667. Yeas, 68; nays, 72; p. 1668.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill.-(Mr. Barthé.)

Motion in amendment to second reading (Mr.
Wood), p. 1433. Yeas, 99; nays, 55; p.
1453.

Johnston, George Frothingham, Divorce Bill.-
(Mr. Fraser.)

Motion for first reading (Mr. Fraser.) Yeas,
70; nays, 52; p. 1427.

Motion for second reading(Mr. Fraser.) Yeas,
78; nays, 51 ; p. 1523.

Motion for third reading (Mr. Fraser.) Yeas,
84 ; nays, 61 ; p. 1660.

Lyon, Victoria Elizabeth, Divorce Bill.--(Mr.
Cameron.)

Motion for first read ing (31r. Cameron.) Yeas,
79 ; nays, 60; p. 1860.

Motion for second reading (Mr. Cameron.)
Yeas, 60; nays, 48; p. 1945.

Motion for third reading (Mr. Cameron.)
Yeas, 68 ; nays, 33; p. 2069.

Names and Salaries of Oficials.
Motion for Return (Xfr. McCarthy), p. 2067.
Motion in amendment (.Ifr. Kirkpatrick), p.

2363.
Motion in amendment to the amendment (Sir

John A. 3acdonald), p. 2363. Yeas, 47n ays, 81 ; p. 2365.
Motion in amendment (Mr. Kirkpatrick) ne-

gatived on same division.
Ofcial Reporting oj the Debates.

Motion to adopt Report (31r. Ross, West
Middlesex), p. 2344. Yeas, 51; nays, 69,
p. 2348.

.Printing Committee.
Motion to adopt Reports (Mr. Ross, West

Middlesex), p. 2385.
Motion in amendment (Mr. Young), p. 2385.

Yeas, 53 ; nays, 69 ; p. 2386.
Quebec Provincial Crisis.

Amendment to Sup ply (Sir Jlohn A. Aacdon-
ald), p. 1878. Yeas, 70; nays, 112 ; p.
2025.

Rate of Interest Bill (31r. Barthé.)
Motion for second reading (3fr. Barthé), p.

1861. Yeas, 24; nays, 122 ; p. 1865.
Receiver General and Attorney General Bill.-

(Mr. Laflamme.)
Amendment to third reading (M3r. Mitchell),

p. 1813. Yeas, 61; nays, 105 ; p. 1813.
Motion for third reading (Mr. Laflamme.)

Yeas, 108; nays, 66; p. 1814.

DIVISIONS--Con.

Supply.
Motion in amendment(SirJohn A. Macdonald)

p. 854. Yeas, 77; nays, 114; p. 1071.
Motion in amendment (Mr. Brown), p. 1626.

Yeas, 28 ; nays, 148 ; p. 1804.
Motion in amendment (Mr. Béchard), p. 1815.

Yeas, 54; nays, 144; p. 1818.
Motion in amendment (Mr. Bolduc), p. 2122.

Yeas, 32; nays, 90; p. 2140.
Motion in amendment (Mr. MfacKay, Cape

Breton), p. 2163. Yeas, 27; nays, 135; p.
2196.

Dominion Active Volunteer Corps.
Motion for Return, 1274.

Dominion Grangers Bill.
10, 387 ; 2°, 682 ; Bill withdrawn, 708.

Dominion Lands Office in Manitoba.
Motion for Return, 712.1

Dominion Pensioners.
Question, 568.

Dominion Statutes, Revision of.
Question, 353.

DOMVILLE, Mr.

Stadacona Insurance Company Bill, 485.
Communication with West Indies, 494.
Claims on Intercolonial Railway, 509.
Visit of Governor General to B.C., 519.
St. John Harbour Commission, 568.
Depot at St. John, N.B., 569.
Welland Canal Contracts, 655.
Intercolonial Railway Returns, 708.
Kings County, N.B., Postal Service, 711.
New Campbellton Custom Ho-se, 725.
Observance of the Lord's Day, 733.
Rails for N.B. Railroads, 951.
Distribution of Old Rails, 968, 9dl.
The Tariff, 1048.
Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1320,

1462
Duties collected at St. John, NB., 1408.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1436.
Supply, 1805, 2048, 2108
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1983.
Question of Privilege, 2062.

Drill Sheds in Manitoba.
Question, 1845.

Dufferin Improvements at Quebec.
Question, 355.

DUGAS, Mr;

Native Tobacco Duties, 2133.

Duties collected at St. John, N B.
Motion for Return, 1408.

Duties on Canadian Tobacco.
Question, 711.
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Duty on Malt.
Question, 408.

DYMOND, Mr.
The Address, 199.
Personal Explanation-The Globe, 324.
Points of Order, 337, 1779.
Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 349, 599,

615, 1093.
Payments for Printing, 356, 529, 1271.
Émployment of Shorthand Writers, 407.
Welland Canal Contracts, 651.
Observance of the Lord's Day, 733.
The Tariff, 8e4, 887.
Kingston Election Petition Bill, 886.
Distribution of Old Rails, 978.
Supply. 1120, 1126, 1129, 1178, 1836, 2141.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1264.
Questions of Privilege, 1314, 1871, 2066.
Importation of Malt, 1365.
Deckloads Act Amendment Bill, 1406.
The Coal Interests, 2192.
System of Letting Contracts, 2262.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 2344
Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2399.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2509.

Eboulements and MJurray Bay, Mails to.
Motion for Returns, 388.

Election Act Amendment Bill.
10. 1844 ; 20, 2073; Com., 2073, 2116; 3°,

2160.

Election Act Amendment Bill.
Question, 952.

Election of -New iiembers.
Announcement, 2, 1867.

Election of Speaker.
Motion, 2.

Employment of Shorthand Writers.
Motion and Remarks, 407.

Enlargement of St. Peters Canal.
Motion for Correspondence, 739.

Esquimalt Graving Dock.
Motion for Correspondence, 410.

Estimates, The.
Message from His Excellency, 373.

Evidence in Common Assaults Bill.
1°, 549; 20, 599 ; Comu., 1093 ; 3P, ordered,

1304; Com., 1310 ; 30, 1311.

Examining Witnesses on Oath.
Proposed Resolution, 1807.

Expenditure on Pacifie Railway.
Motion for Statement, 722.

Expenditure oh Public Works.
Motion for Return, 722.

Expenses ai Philadelphîa Exhibition.
Motion for Return, 419.

Expenses at Sydney Exhibition.
Motion for Return, 419.

Expenses of Special Committees.
Motion for Return, 388.

Expenses on account of Sitting Bull.
Question, 353.

Exploration of Bic
HMarbours.

and Petit Métis

Question, 1552.

Express Freight on Government Rail-
ways.

Question, 355.

Extradition Act of 1870, Imperial.
Message from His Excellency, 427.

Extra Postal Service.
Question, 952.

FARROW, Mr.

The Address, 236.
The Tariff, 1010.
Welland Canal Contracts, 1106.
Twenty-five Cent GovernmentScrip, 1407.
Supply, 2252.

Fences on P. E. I. Railway.
Motion for Correspondence, 1563.

FERRIs, Mr.

Distribution of Old Rails, 970.

FISET, Mr.

The Address, 291.
Payment of Labourers on Public Works, 352
Rivière du Loup Branch, G. T. R., 366.
Survey of Matane Harbour, 393.
Death of Militia Veterans, 426.
Claims on Intercoloniai Railway, 503.
Leases of Rivers in Quebec, 718.
Collector of Customs, Rimouski, 723,
Pablic Works Act Amendment Bill, 1326.
Fishing in Rivers Rimouski and Metis, 1418.
Bic and Petit Métis Harbours, 1552.
Survey of Bic Harbour, 1579.
Matane and Fox River Telegraph Line, 1579.
The Tariff, 1635.
Supply, 2217.
Government Officials in Elections, 2217.

Fish-Breeding Establishments at Mira-
miehi.

Motion for Report, 1274.
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Fishing in the -Rivers Rintouski and
.J[etis.

Motion for Correspondence, 1418.

Fishwick Express Company Bill.
10 and 20, 1523; 3Q, 1860.

FLEMING, Mr.
Accidents on Railways, 406.
The Tariff, 1743.

FLESHER, Mr.

Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 1307.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1528.
Supply, 2049.
Traffie in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2400.

FLYNN, Mr.

Supply, 1168.
The Coal Interests, 2167.

Fog Wfhistle on Race Rocks.
Question, 569.

Forbes' Claim on Intercolonial Railway.
Motion for Correspondence, 1645.

FORBES, IMr.
Bank of Liverpool Bill, 407, 682, 1206, 1290,

1653.
Communication with West Indies, 488.
The Tariff, 1629.
Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2400.

Foreign Trawls off RVova Scotia.
Motion for Corresponden ce, 2153.

Fort Frances Locks.
Motion for Report, 366.
Motion fo r Return, 964.

FRASER, Mr.
George Frothingham Johnson Divorce Bill,

1427, 1523, 1660.

Fraser River Salmon Jlatchery.
Question, 2143.

FRÉCHETTE, Mr.
The Address, 262.
Personal Explanation, 284.
Square Timber Cullers' Pensions, 990.
Better Translation of B.N.A.4Act, 1084, 1091,

1663.
Gun Platform, Levis fort, 1270.
Winter Navigation of the St. Lawrence,1275,

1664.
Chaudiere River Bridge, 2152.

French Ports, Admission of Canadian
Ships into.

Motion for Correspondence,r360.

Further Supplementary Estimates.
Messages fromI His Excellency, 2485.

DEX.] GAL GOV

GALBRAITH, Mr.
Brockville and Ottawa Railway Company

Bill, 369, 485, 1543, 1653, 2009, 2069.
The Budget, 796.

G. B. Burland Letters Patent Bill.
10, 663; Order for 20 discharged and Bill

withdrawn, 1425.

General Railway Acts Amendment Bill.
10, 1636.

George Frothinghanf Johnston Divorce
Bill.

]0, 1427; 20, 1523; 30, 1660.

Georgian Bay Branch.
Question, 409.

GrBBS, Mr. (North Ontario)
The Address, 216.
Pacifie Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1676.
The Tariff, 1739.

GIBBS, Mr. (South Ontario)
Sydenham Harbour Company Bill, 567, 682,

1523.
Port Whitby Harbour Company Bill, 682.
Supplv, 1165, 1169, 2524.
Building Societies Act Amendment Bill,

1311, 2158, 2212.
Importation of Malt, 1363.
Keewatin Municipalities Bill, 190.
Montreal City and District Savings Bank'

1423.
Life Assurance Policies Bill, 1672.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1707.
The Tariff, 1768.
Malt Duty Bill, 2033.
Question of Privilege, 2057.
Supplementary Estimates, 2524.

GIBsoN, Mr.
The Williamsburgh Canals, 712.

GILLMoRI, Mr.
The Tariff, 1016.
Supply, 2296.

GILL, Mi.
Resident Judge at Sorel, 1407.

GOUDGE, Mr.
The Address, 295.
Observance of the Lord's Day, 727.
Tupper House, Halifax, 1073.
Forbes' Claim on Intercolonial Railway,

1646, 1652.
The Tariff, 1780, 1784.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2072.
Supply, 2085, 2093.
Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2401.

Government Business.
Motion for Precedence, 663.
Question, 2453

Government Changes.
Ministerial Explanations, 350.
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Government Contracts since 1867.
Motion for Statement, 1417-

Government Financial Policy.
Amendment to Supply, 2519.

Governnent Officials in Elections.
In Supply, 2215.
Remarks, 2227.
Personal Explanation, 2293.

Governmnent Purchase of Railway Stores.
Motion for Statement, 1417.

Government Ra ilways, Express Freight
on.

Question, 355.

Governor General, The.
Motion for an Address to the Queen, 1638.
Motion of regret at approaching departure,

1874.
Reply to Address of both Houses, 2055.

Grand Trunk Railway.
Rivière du Loup Branch, 357, 366.

Grand Trunk Railway Company Bill.
1c, 531 ; 20, 682 ; Com., 1290 ; 30, 1384.

Grant for VeteranJ Militiamen.
Question, 355.

Graving Dock at Esquimalt.
Motion for Correspondence, 410.

GREENWAY, Mr.
The Tariff, 1729.
Mails on London, Huron and Bruce Rail-

way, 2150.

GUTHRIE, Mr.
Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 607,

1305.
Welland Canal Contracts, 1103.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1332, 1356.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1529.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2070, 2154.

IHADDOw, Mr.
The Tariff, 1063.
Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1323.
North River Navigation, 1407.
Question of Privilege, 1538.
Inter-Provincial Ferry on the Restigouche,

1552.

HIAGGART, Mr.
Kingston Election Petition Deposit Bill, 369,

486, 885, 951.
The Budget, 701.
Controverted Election Act Amendment Bill,

1359.
Brockville and Ottawa Railway Company

Bill, 1545, 1655.
Supply, 1806, 2295.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1999.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 2041.

,Hamilton to Barrie, Mails from.
Question, 952.

Ilarbour Commissioner, St. John.
Question, 568.

Barbour Master at Collingwood.
Motion for Papers, 1640.

Harbour Works at Sorel.
Remarks, 493.

HIGINBOTIIAM Mr.
Importation of Cattle into England, 593.
Importation of Horses, Cattle, etc., into Do-

minion, 726.
The Militia Service, 951.
Welland Canal Contracts, 1111.
Importation of Malt, 1370.
Supply, 2054.

-Hochelaga Building Society Bill.
First Reading proposed, 801.

Rlockley Post Office -Mails.
Question, 953.

HOLTON, Mr.
Seat for Northumberland, 12.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 16, 17, 531,

2345.
Stadacona Insurance Company Bill, 485.
Visit of Governor General to B.C., 513,ý 521.
Case of Judge Loranger, 526.
Payments for Printing, 529, 530.
Alleged Piché Letter, 710.
Notice of Motion, 740.
The Budget, 938.
Point of Order, 943.
Audit of Public Accounts Bill, 1219.
Reports on Private Bills, 1219, 1636.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1266.
Questions of Privilege, 1316, 1843, 1867.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1356.
Controverted Election Act amendment Bill,

1360.
Importation of Malt, 1362.
Montreal City and District Savings Bank,

1421.
Controverted Elections Act Consolidation

Bill, 1455.
Business of the House, 1507,
Insolvent Insurance Companies Bill, 1541.
Attendance of Voters Bill, 1583.
Montreal and Ottawa Junction Raßway

Company Bill, 1662.
Canada Southern Railway Company Bill,

1727.
Montreal Investment and Building Company

Bill, 1807, 1860, 2212.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1809, 1992.
Supply, 1839, 2367.
Rivière du Loup Branch, G.T.R., 2003.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, '070, 2156.
Printing Committee Reports, 2202, 2254.
Quebec Building Societies Act, 2226.
Crimes of Violence Prevention Bill, 2341.
Pacific Railway A ct amendment Bill, 2456.
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Vomestead Exemption Bill.
10, 802; Order for 2° read, 1512; 20, 1523;

Com., 1524; 30, 2006.

HORTON, Mr.
Carronbrook Bonded Warehouse, 724.

Hour of Adjournment.
Resolution proposed, 393.

Hugh Hunter Divorce Bill.
10, 1427; 2°, 1524; 3Q, 1659.

HUNTINGTON, Mr.
The Address, 89.
Personal Explanation, 193.
Report of Postmaster General, 348.
Mails on Montreal and Occidental Railway,

352, 355.
Mails between Quebec and Three Rivers, 355
Mails between Quebec and Murray Bay, 383.
Post-Office Act Amendment Bill, 386, 1258,

1464, 1511.
Mail t3 Lake St. John, 387.
Mail to Notre Dame de Laterrière, 387.
Communication with West Indies, 493.
Welland Canal Contracts, 633.
Mails between Quebec and Chicoutimi, 722.
Point of Order, 944.
Conveyance of Kamouraska Mails, 951.
Mails from Hamilton to Barrie, 952.
Extra Postal Service, 952.
Newcastle and Chatham Mails, 952.
Bockley Post-Office Mails, 953.
Chester East Post-Office, 1072.
Tupper House, Halifax, 1076.
Supply, 1173-1180, 2107, 2213-2219, 2371,

2530.
Dailv Mail between B.C. and Puget Sound,

1270.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1335.
Colonization Railway Bill, 1496.
Nanaimo and New Westminster Mail Service,

1557.
-Conveyance of Mails in Cape Breton, 1576.
Dismissal of D. McDonald, 1577.
Dismissal of James Corbell, 1577.
Dismissal of J. Cadigan, 1578.
Offices of Receiver General and Attorney

General Bill, 1607.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1972.
Postal Facilities at Lavelle Corners, 2056.
Dallas and Stonewall Postal Facilities, 2056.
London, Huron and Bruce Railway Postal

Service, 2150.
Government Officials in Elections, 2217, 2230
Crimes of Violence Prevention Bill, 2412.
Pacific Railway Act Amendment Bill, 2456.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2493.
Supplementary Estimates, 2530.

Immigration and Colonization Committee.
First and Final Repart, 2408.
Remarks on Report, 2453.

Imperial Extradition Act of 1870.
Message from His Excellency, 427.

Importation of Cattile into England.
Question, 593.

Importation of Horses, Cattle, etc.
Motion for Statement, 726.

Importation of Malt.
Resolution, 1360.

Importation of Tubing.
Motion for Return, 726.

Importing Meatfrom United States.
Motion for Return, 1084.

Imprisonment in Default of Sureties BiI.
10, 1807; 21, ; 39, 2073.

improvement of the River Sydenham.
Question, 354.

Improvements on River St. Charles.
Motion for Statement, 1211.

Improvements on the Saguenay.
Question, 373.

Incomplete Returns.
Remarks, 533.
Intercolonial Railway, 708.

Indemnitu of a MJfember.
Motion, 2549.

Independence of Parliament Bill.
1°, 369; 20, 1226; Com., 1327, 2008; 30, 2038;

Senate amendments ooncurred in, 2546,
2551.

Indian Agent at Tobique Reserve.
Motion for Correspondence, 1552.

Indian Education in Ontario.
Question, 1072.

Indian Lands, Lake Huron.
Motion for Return, 723.

Indian Reserves in B.C.
Motion for Re*urn, 964.

Ingonish Breakwater, Lights at.
Motion for Return, 739.

Ingonish Harbour and Breakwater.
Motion for Papers, 726.

Ingonish Harbour Contract.
Amendment to Supply, 2203.

Insolvent Act Amendment Bill.
10, 427; 29, negatived, 1667.

Insolvent Insurance Companies Blli.
19 and 2°, 1539; Com., 2009, 2037; 3O, post-

poned, 2037; 30, 2042.
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Insolvent Law Repeal Bill.
1°, proposed, 18; 10, 349 ; 20 proposed, 1428.

Inspection of Fish.
Question, 953.

Insurance Act of 1877.
Question, 1637.

Insurance Law, Anendment.
Question, 1408.

Iron Rails in Cape Breton..
Question, 487.

IRVING, Mr.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 349, 616,

2154, 2169.
Evidence on Conimon Assaults Bill, 602, 608.
Judgment against Railway Companies Bill,

951.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1339, 1352,

2008.
Nortlhern Railway Company Bill, 1380.
Bomestead Exemption Bill, 1517.
Brockville and Ottawa Railway Co. Bill,

1551.

Isie Brulée Wharf.
Question, 568, 712.

Ilntercolonial Railway.
Motion for Return, 510.
Debate in Supply. 2307.

Intercolonial Railway
Bill.

-10, 801.

1ntereolonial Rlailway
Bill.

Act Amendment

Act Amendnent

Question, 2365.

Int ercolonial Railway Claims.
Motion for Statement, 498.
Motion for Correspondence, 1417.

Intercolonial Railway Returns.
Question, 708.

Intercolonial Railhay Valuators.
Motion for Statement, 2154.

Internal Commission, Appoin tment of.
Message fromI His Excellency, 387.

Interprovincial Ferry on the Restigouche.
Question, 1552.

JErTÉ, Mr.

The Address, 86.
Merchants' Bank of Canada Bill, 369, 486,

1093.
Hochelaga Building Society Bill, 801.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1448.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1950.
Crimes of Violence Prevention Bill, 2411.

John Reid Land Claim.
Motion for Correspondence, 1647.

JONES, Mr. (Halifax)

The AddreQs, 124, 325.
Report of Militia and Defence, 348.
Grant for Veteran Militiamen, 355.
Military Camps of Instruction, 570.
Military College, Kingston, 736, 737.
Personal explanations, 803.
The Militia Service, 951.
Tupper House, Halifax, 1073.
Dominion Active Volunteer Corps, 1274.
The Case of Sergeant Hart, 1555.
Brockville and Otta-wa Railway Company

Bill, 1654.
Drill Shed in Manitoba, 1845.
Supply, 2045, 2047-2054, 2091, 2115, 2298,

2370-2376, 2472, 2552.
()ka Indians, 2115.
The Coal Interests, 2179.
Government Officials in Elections, 2227.
Supplementary Estimates, 2472, 2552.

JONES, Mr. (South Leeds)
Official Reporting of the Debates, 409.
Supply, 1172, 1806, 1828, 1836, 2026, 2249.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1262, 1705.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1449.
Post Office Act Amendment Bill, 1511.
The Thousand Islands, 1580
Rebate of Duties, 1641.
Pacifie Railway Act Amrendment Bill, 1693.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2069.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2118.
Welland Canal Improvements, 2151.
The Coal Interests, 2195.

Jadge Loranger, Case of.
Remarks, 369.
Explanations, 526.

Judgments against
Bill.

1°, 951.

Kamouraska
Service.

Railway Companles

and St. Pascal Mail

Motion for Statement, 1569.

Kamjoutraska -Mails, Conveyance of.
Question, 951.

Keewatin Munlcipalities Bill.
1, 427; 20, 1262; Com., 1384, 1396.

KERR, Mr.

Canada Agricultural Insurance Company
Bili, 531, 683, 1860.

Evidence in Com]mon Assaults Bill, 1094,
1308.

The Tariff, 1801.
Iloeovent Insurance Companies Bill, 2012.
The Coal Interests, 2195.

KILLAM, Mr.
Admission of Canadian Ships into Fretch

Ports, 360.
Petitions from Aliens, 950.
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KILLAM, Mr.-Con.
Consolidated Insurance Act Amendment

Bill,, 1395.
Insurance Act of 1877, 1637.
Stamps on Bills and Notes B 11, 1707.
Measurements of Shipping, 2056.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2070.
Supply, 2095.
Foreign Trawls off Nova Scotia, 2153.

Kings County, N.B., Postal Service.
Question, 711.

Kingston Election Petition Deposit Bill.
1, 389; 20, postponed, 486, 885; Bill with-

drawn, 951.

Kingston iïlitary College.
Motion for Return, 735.

KIRK, Mr.
Distribution of Old Rails, 984.
The Tariff, 1058
Importation of Malt, 1378.

KIRKPATRICK, MI-.

Seat for Northumberland, 12.
The Address, 273.
Official Reporting of Debates, 409.
Visit of Governor General to B.C., 518, 521.
Case of Judge Loranger, 526.
Payments for Printing, 526.
Pacifie Railway Survey, 570, 596.
Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 610, 1092,

1309.
Law of Evidence amendment Bill, 740, 1866,

2 58.
Welland Canal Navigation, 952.
Fort Francis Lock, 964.
Supply, 1129, 1152, 1182, 1186, 1806, 1821,

2026, 2047, 2289, 2366, 2375, 2474, 2552.
Neebing Hotel, 1207.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1250, 1346.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1262, 1707.
Questions by Members, 1269.
Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1318.
Post Office Act Amendment Bill, 1511.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1516, 1526.
Offices of Receiver General and Attorney

General Bill, 1619.
Better Translation of B.N.A. Act, 1663.
Life Assurance Policies Bill, 1672.
Pacific Railway Act amendment Bill, 1675.
Insolvent Insurance Companies Bill, 2012,

2042.
Question of Privilege, 2060.
Permanent and Extra Clerks and Messengers,

215G.
Names and Salaries of Officials, 2361.
Pacifie Railway, 2447.
Supplementary Estimates, 2474, 2552.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2503.

La Banque Nationale.
Motion for Correspondence, 2144.

Lachine Canal.
Motion for Correspondence and Contracts,

510.
Tenders-Motion for Return, 722.

LAFLAMME, Mr.
The Address, 70.
Report of Department of Justice, 348.
Supreme Court Judge for Richelieu District,

352.
Bankrupt Law Amendment, 353.
Revision of the Dominion Statutes, 353.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 369, 1226,

1247, 1350, 2008, 2038, 2046, 2551.
Case of Judge Loranger, 371.
Claims on Intercolonial Railway, 499, 508.
Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 614,

1092, 1304, 1327.
Kingston Election Petition Bill, 886.
Bank Jacques Cartier Bill, 887.
Supply, 1120, 1149, 1182-1190, 1196-1201,

1805, 1806, 1830, 2081, 2087, 2107, 2552.
Ontario Maritime Court Bill, 1204.
Offices of Receiver General and Attorney

General Bill, 1204, 1584, 1609, 1811.
Resident Judge at Sorel, 1407.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1529.
Brockville and Ottawa Railway Bill, 1545

1655.
Supreme and Exchequer Courts Act, 1551.
Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill, 1636,

2394, 2550.
Penitentiarie' Act Amendment Bill, 1637.
Imprisonnient in Default of Sureties Bill,

1807, 2073.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 1844, 2073,

2116, 2160.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1966.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2069.
Native Tobacco Duties, 2129.
La Banque Nationale, 2144.
8upplementary Estimates, 2552.

Lake Huron Indian Lands.
Motion for Returns, 723.

Lake St. John, Mail to.
Question, 387.

Lake St. John Railhay.
Question, 712.

LANDERKIN, Mi.
Welland Canal Contracts, 611, 1116.
Chantry Island Contract-Sheriff Sutton,

1303.
Question of Privilege, 2065.
isupply, 2216.
Government Officials in Elections, 2216.

Lands Damaged by Water.
Question, 1268.

LANGEVIN, Mr.
The Address, 58.
Rivière du Loup Branci, G.T.R., 357.
Admission of Canadian Ships into French

Ports, 360, 363.
Mails between Quebec and Murray Bay, 382,
Personal Explanation, 386.
Mails to Eboulements and Murray Bay, 388.
Boundary Line-Upper and Lower Canada,

391.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 410, 532.
Communication with West Indies, 4F7.
Visit of Governor-General to B. C., 517.
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LANGEVIN Mr.-Con.
Welland Canal Contracts, 623, 714, 1095,

1865.
Supply of Spikes, Pacific Railway, 718.
Lachine Canal Tenders, 722.
The Dawson Route, 722.
Mails Between Quebec and Chicoutimi, 722.
Military College, Kingston, 735, 737.
The Budget, 835.
Inspection of Fish, 953.
Postmaster at Montmagny, 961.
Telegraph Charges in B.0., 961.
<Ordnance Lands, 965.
Supply, 1140, 1155-1164, 1170, 1171, 1180,

1182, 1184, 1200, 1201, 1805, 1806, 1819,
1821, 1823, 1828-1833, 2029, 2050, 2081,
2087, 2096, 2100, 2104, 2111, 2214-2217,
2225, 2248-2250, 2280, 2289, 2291, 2296,
2329, 2331, 2367, 2370, 2375-2379, 2468,
2472-2475, 2478, 2482-2484, 2S42.

&ndependence of Parliament Bill, 1248, 1333,
2039, 2548.

Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1264.
Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1324.
Keewatin Municipalities Bill, 1387, 1396.
Quebec Provincial Criais, 1395, 1933.
Pilotage Acts Amendment, 1396.
Payments for Land for Canal purposes, 1408.
'Business of the House, 1507.
dlomestead Exemption Bill, 1520, 1524.
Attendance of Voters Bill, 1582.
Montreal and Ottawa Junction Railway

Coz pany Bill, 1660.
Better Translation of B N.A. Act, 1663.
Pacific Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1677,
2009, 2456.

Audit of Public Accounts Bill, 1702.
,Canada Southern Railway Company Bill,

1727.
The Tariff, 1774.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 1814, 2074,

2117, 2162.
Rate of Interest Bill, 1861.
Law of Evidence Amendment Bill, 1837.
Address to the Governor-General, 1876.
Question of Privilege, 2060.
Manitoba Land Claims Bill, 2080.
'Oka Indians, 2111, 2479.
Native Tobacco Duties, 2125.
Public Accounts Committee Report, 2201.
Government Officials in Elections, 2215,
2227.

'Quebec Building Societies Act, 2226.
Printing Committee Reports, 2254, 2343,

2385.
System of Letting Contract, 2254.
Intercolonial Railway, 2329.
Crimes of Violence Prevention Bill, 2342,
2408. .

Northerly Boundaries of Canada, 2391.
Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2399.
Pacifie Railway, 2441, 2542.
Supplementary Estimates, 2468, 2529.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2500.
Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill, 2551.

LANTHIER, Mr.
Services of William Taylor of Coteau du Lac,

388, 1269.
Boundary Line-Upper and Lower Canada,

389, 390.
Port Whitby Harbour Co. Bill, 683.
Ordnance Lands in Soulanges, 1845.

Lapsed Appropriations of 1876-77.
Motion for Orders-in-Council, 721.

LAtURIER, Mr.
Insolvency Law Repeal, 18, 19.
The Address, 50.
Inland Revenue Report, 348.
Weights and Measures Report, 348.
Adulteration of Fodd Report, 348.
Admission of Canadian Ships into French

Ports.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 802, 1262,

1705.
The Budget, 822.
Inspection of Fish, 953.
Square Timber Cullers Pensions, 991.Cullers Remuneration, 1073.
Better Translation of B.NA. Act, 1089.
Supply, 1165, 1167, 1169, 1172, 2218, 2292,2293, 2294-2304.
Canada Vine Growers Association, 1206
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1231.
Supervisor of Cullers Office, 1269
Importation of Malt, 1360.
Malt Duty Bill, 1396, 2006, 2033, 2035.
Quebec Provincial Criais, 1401, 1916.
The Tariff, 1773.
Seizure of Boswell's Brewery, 1847
Address to the Governor-General, 1876.
Native Tobacco Duties, 2122.
Government Officials in Elections, 2218.
Adulte-atiop of Food Bill, 2485.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2498.

Lavelle Corners, Postal Facilities at
Question, 2056.

Law of Evidence Amendment Bill.
1°, 740; 2°, 1866; 30, 2158.

law relating to larceny of things.attached
to or growing on Land Amendment Bill.
1, 740.

Law respecting Building Society's Amend-
ment Bill.

10,1311.

Leases of Rivers in Quebec.
Motion for Return, 718.

Levis and Dorchester, Mail
Counties of

Motion for Return, 725.

Library Committee.

Service in

Motion for Select Committee, 349.

LIfe Assurance Policies Bill.
10, 567 ; Bill withdrawn, 1670.

Lights at Tignish Breakwater.
Motion for Return, 739.

Lincoln, The Seat for
Personal Explanation, 167.

Lingan IHarbour, Survey of
Motion for Copy of Report, 722.
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Liuor Law'.
Question, 863.

LITTLE, Mr.
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Importation of Horses, Cattle, etc., 726.
insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1449.
The Tariff, 1737.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2118.

London (England) Emigration Agent.
Motion for Return, 1552.

London, Huron and Bruce Radway
Postal Service.

Motion for Correspondence, 2150.

Losses by Floods in St. Athinase Parish.
Motion for Correspondence, 1273.

MACDONALD, Mr. (Centre Toroyito).
Mineral Waters Bottles Bill, 531, 1668.
The Budget, 695.
Explanations, 743, 744.
Supply, 1151.
Toronto Harbour, 1207.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill. 1265
insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1433.
Question of Privilege, 1537.
Rebate of Duties, 1643.

MACDONALD, Sir John A.
Vacancies (Question of Privilege), 1.
Election of Speaker, 2.
Seat for Nort.humberland, 12.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 16, 2345.
Insolvency Law Repeal Bill, 18, 19, 349.
The Address, 29, 334.
Points of Order, 152, 808, 943, 1652, 1815.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 349.
Changes in the Government, 351.
North-West Boundary of Ontario, 352.
Case of Judge Loranger, 372.
Alleged Piché Letter, 708.
Civil Service Superannuation, 718.
Windsor and Annapolis Railway, 721.
Lapsed Appropriations of 1876-77, 721.
Pembina Branch Railway, 721.
North-West Mounted Police, 721.
New Campbellton Custom House, 724.
Observance of the Lord's Day, 732.
Notices of Motion, 740.
Homestead Exemption Bill. 802, 1527.
Minister of Militia, 803, 805.
The Budget, 851; Amendaient to, 854.
The Tariff, 854, 937, 1794.
Pacific Railway Route, 863.
Departmental Regulations Bill, 8G3.
Liquor Law, 863.
Speaker's Ruling, 949.
Distribution of Old Rails, 979.
Tupper House, Halifax, 1075.
Better Translation of B.N.A. Act, 1090.
Eridence on Common Assaults Bill, 1093,

1304.
We4iand Canal Contracts, 1108.
Supply, 1120, 1123, 1128, 1138, 1142, 1152,

1179,-1202, 1805, 1819, 2053, 2082, 2(97,
?'119, 2197. 2218. 2248, 2284. 2285, 2290, 2293,
2367r-2373, 2380, 2469,-2471 2480, 2552.

Auuit of Pubic Accuuuts Bill, 1218t 1700.
Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1224,

1225, 1318.
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MACDONALD, Sir John A. Con.
Independence of Parliament, Bill, 1228, 1234

1327,1348, 2008, 2038, 2040, 2551.
Post-Office Act Amendment Bill, 1259, 1466,
Stamps on bills and Notes BdI, 1263, 1706
Payments for Printing, 1273.
Questions of Privilege, 1314, 1537, 1837.
Importation of Malt, 1369.
Keewatin Municipalities Bill, 1386.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1408, 1807, 1878.
Duties Collected at St. John, N.B., 1411.
Montreal City and District Savings Bank,.

1425, 1667.
Controverted Elections Acts Consolidation

Bill, 1456.
Business of the House, 740, 15(9.
Royal Naval Cadets. 1558.
Petitions of Right, 1560.
Collingwood Barbour, 1581.
Attendance of Voter's Bill. 1582.
The Auditor-General, 1584.
Offices of Receiver-General and Attorney-

General Bill, 1587, 1614.
Audit of Public Accounts Bill. 1626.
Charges against Marine Agent in B. C., 163&
The Governor-General, 1639.
Section 12 Intercolonial Railway, 1610.
John Reid Land Claim, 1650.
Mineral Waters Bottles Bill, 1668.
Pacific Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1675.
Imprisonment in Default of Sureties Bill,.

1807.
Address to the Governor General, 1874.
Rivière du Loup Branch G. T. R., 2002.
Malt Duty Bill, 2036.
Insolvent Insurance Companies Bill, 2037.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2069, 2153.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2073, 2161,
Manitoba Land Claims Bill, 2079.
La Banque Nationale, 2148.
The Coal Interests, 2193.
Printing Committee Reports, 2202, 2343.
Government Officials in Elections, 2216, 2218,

2229, 2243, 2293.
Names and Salaries of Officials, 2359, 2362.
Northerly Boundaries of Canada, 2389.
Traific in Intoxicating Liquors Bill. 2399,
Crimes of Violence Prevention Bill, 2412,

2460.
Government Business, 2453.
Oka Indians, 2480.
Supplementary Estimates, 2469, 2522. 2527.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2511.
The Government Financial Policy, 2520.
Adjournment qf the House, 2556

MAC DONNELL, Mr.
Claims on Intercolonial Railwayj 509.
Supply, 1135, 1193, 1197, 2092, 2282.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1343.
Controverted Election Act Amendment Bill,

1360.
Post-Office Act AmendmentBill, 1467.
Questions of Privilege, 1538, 18t2.
Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill, 1636.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2074, 2117.
The Coal Interests, 2169.
Ingonish Harbour Contract, 2205.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 2344, 2346.

MACDOUGALL, Mr. (East Elgin).
The Address, 254.
Canada Southern Railway Co. Bill, 483, 1381,

1290, 1298, 1727.
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MACDOUGALL, Mr. (Eaist Elgin)-Cn.
Evidence on Common Assaulta Bill, 604,

1305.
Canada Soutbern Railway Company, 720.
Observance of the Lord's Day, 730.
Post-Office Act Ameudment Bill, 1259.
Point of Order, 1976.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2070, 2154.
Supply, 2088, 2376, 2472, 2549.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2116.
System of Letting Contracts, 2269.
Pacifie Railway Act Amendaient Bill, 2457.
Supreme Court Act Amendaient Bill, 2551.

1ACKAY, Mr. (Cape Breton).
Iron Rails in Cape Breton, 487.
New Campbellton Custom flouse, 725.
Enlargement of St. Peter's Canal, 739.
Distribution of Old Rails, 983.
Appropriation of Iron Rails, 989.
The Tariff, 1069.
Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 1095.
Supply, 1197, 2093, 2108, 2285, 2287, 2370.
Main-à-Dieu Harbour, 1408.
Post-Office Aet Amendaient Bill, 1478.
Dismissal of Shipping Officer, Little Glace

Bay, 1577.
John Reid Laud Claim, 1652.
Question of Precedence, 1815.
Provision for Dredging, 1816.
Foreign Trawls off Nova Scotia, 2153.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2155.
The Coal Interests, 2163.
Ingonish Harbour Contract, 2211.
Names and Salaries of Officials, 2360.
Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2407.
Supplementary Estimates, 2472.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 2548.
Ballot Papers, 2549.

MACKENZIE, Mr.
Election of Speaker, 2, 9.
Consideration of Speech from the Throue, 15.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 16, 2345.
Insolvency Law Repeal, 18.
The Address, 36, 342.
Points of Order, 152, 502, 593, 808, 943, 1269.
Railway Iron Return, 253, 373.
Select Standing Committees, 15, 317, 319,

368.
Public Works Report, 347.
Petitions for Private Bills, 348.
Library Committee, 349.
Changes in the Government, 350.
North-West Boundary of Ontario, 352.
Reciprocity with the United States, 352, 353,

367.
Payment of Labourera on Public Works, 352.
Assimilation of Trade Laws, 353.
Expenses on Accouat of Sitting Bull, 353.
Improvement of the River Sydenham, 354.
Express Freight on Governament Railways,

355.
Dufferin Improvements in Quebec, 355.
Pembina Branch of Pacifie Railway, 355.
Rivière du Loup Branch G. T. R., 358, 366,

200J.
Admission of Canadian Ships into French

Ports, 3.55.
Engineer's Report on Pacifie Railway, 367.
Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 369,

1221, 1223, 1225, 1317, 1460.
Case of Judge Loranger, 372, 526, 529.
dmprovements on the Saguenay, 373.
Messages from His Excellency, 387, 427.

MACKENZIE, Mr.-Ctn.

Breakwater at Main-à-Dieu, 388.
Boundarv Line-Upper and Lower Canada,

389, 390.
Survey of Matane Harbour, 393.
Hour of Adjournment, 394.
Accidents on Railways, 407.
Employment of Shorthand Writers, 407.
Pacifie Railway Construction, 408.
Alaska Boundary Line, 417.
Expenses at Sydney Exhibition, 419.
Number of Members in Parliament, 424.
National Insurance Company Bill, 485.
Kingston Election Petition Deposit Bill, 486,

885.
Carillon Canal and Dam, 486,
Deepening Channel at Mouth of the Mira-

michi, 486.
Iron Rails in Cape Breton, 487.
Claims on Intercolonial Railwav, 504.
Red and Assiniboine Rivera, 487.
Lachine Canal, 510.
Visit of Governor General to B. C., 510, 516,

522.
Return of Government Advertisements, 533.
Business of the House, 567, 740, 1507, 2549.
Isle Brulée Wharf, 568, 712.
Bay of Chaleurs Railway, 568, 7L1.
Miramichi Valley Railway, 569.
Telegraph Line from Chatham, 569.
Depot at St. John, N.B , 569. •
Pacifie Railway Survey, 587, 590, 1596, 593,

1933.
Importation of Cattle into England, 593.
Harbour Works at Sorel, 594.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 616.
Pacifie Railway (Bute Inlet), 622.
Welland Canal Contracts, 625, 611, 614, 716,

1111.
G. B. Burland Letters Patent Bill, 663, 1425.
Government Business, 663, 2453.
Port WX hitby Harbour Company Bill, 682.
Bill to extend Railway Act, 1868, to Prince

Edward Island, 708, 1262.
Intercolonial Railway Returns, 708.
Alleged Piché Letter, 708.
Calais and St. Stephen Railway Company

Bill, 711.
Duties on Canadian Tobacco, 711.
King's County, N.B., Postal Service, 711.
Lake St. John Railway, 712.
The Williamsburgh Canals, 712.
Supply of Spikes, Pacifie Railway, 718.
Canada Southern Railway Company, 720.
Windsor and Annapolis Railway, 721.
Pembina Branch Railway, 721.
Observance of the Lord's Day, 727.
Enlargement of St. Peter's Canal, 739.
Notices of Motion, 740.
Intercolonial Railway Aet Amendment Bill,

801, 2365.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 802, 1533.
Pacific Railway Route, 863.
Departmental Regulations Bill, 863.
Liquor Law, 863.
The Budget, 939.
Speaker's Ruling, 948.
Petitions from Aliens, 910.
St. Paul and Pacifie Railway, 950, 1072.
Transmission of Timber on Rivera, 951.
Transportation of Rails, 951.
Rails for N.B. Railroads, 951.
Permissive Liquor Bill, 952.
Welland Canal Navigation, 952.
Railway through Cape Breton, 952.
Eiection Act Amendment Bill, 952.
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MACKENZIE, Mr.-Con.

Subsidies to Railwav Companies in connec-
tion with Pacific Railway, 953.

Surveys in the North-West, 959.
Telegraph charg-s in British Columbia, 961.
Fort Frances Lock, 964.
Admiralty Survey of Portland Channel, 964.
Victoria Harbour Breakwater 966.
Distribution of Old Rails, 974.
Red River Crossing, Pacific Railway,1073.
Pine River Pass Survey, 1080.
Supply, 1170, 1179, 1182, 1192-1806, 1807,

1819, 1827-1842, 2030, 2089, 2098, 2111,
2142, 2198, 2216, 2220-2226, 2248-2252,
2280-2290, 2307, 2318, 2431, 2367-2370,
2378-2384, 2474-2477, 2482, 2522-2529,
2549.

Pacifie Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1205,
1206, 1674, 2009, 2454.

Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental
Railway, 1207.

Toronto Harbour, 1207.
Transportation of Rails, 1207.
Neebing Hotel, 1207.
Chinese Labour on Pacific Railway, 1209.
Pensions for Publie Officers, 1211.
Audit of Public Accounts Bill, 1218, 1704.
Post-Office Act Amendment Bill, 1261.
Keewatin Municipalities Bill, 1262, 1397.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1262, 1708.
Lande damaged by water, 1269.
Damages to Mills, 1269.
Services of William Taylor, 1269.
Losses by Floods, 1273.
Winter Navigation of the St. Lawrence, 1285,

1287, 1665.
Canada Southern Railway Co Bill, 1301.
Rondeau Harbour Return, 1304.
Questions of Privilege, 1315, 1537, 1869.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1328, 1347,

2552.
Adjournment for Lady Day, 1359.
Controverted Election Act Amerdment Bill,

1359.
Importation of Malt, 1371.
Northern Railway Company Bill, 1380.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1395, 1400, 1408,

1760, 1808, 1902.
North River Navigation, 1407.
Main-à-Dieu Harbour, 1408.
Payments for Land for Canal Purposes, 1408.
Duties Collected at St. John, N.B., 1409.
Claims on Intercolonial Railway, 1118.
The Manitoba Troubles, 1418.
Colonization Railway Bill, 1496.
Brockville and Ottawa Railway Company

Bill, 1549.
Beauharnois Canal Enlargement, 1551.
Recognition of Naturalized Subjects, 1551.
Winter Communication with P.E.I., 1552.
Interprovincial Ferry on the Restigouche,

1552.
Wharf at Ste. Anne, Chicoutimi, 1552.
Exploration of Bic and Petit Métis Barbours,

1552.
Royal Naval Cadets, 1558.
Cascumpec Harbour 1563.
Fences on P.E.L Railway, 1566.
Dismissal of R. J. M Lecaine, 1569.
Services of H. G. Hill, 1570.
Pugwash Branch Railway Scheme, 1571.
Removal of Intercolonial Railway Assistant

Superintendent, 1573.
Dismissal of Train Despatcher at Truro, 1574.
Matane and Fox River Teieg-aph Line, 1579.
Pictou Branch Railway, 1579.

MACKENZIE, Mr.-Con.

The Thousand Llands, 1580.
Rideau Hall, 1581.
Receiver Generai and Attorney General Bill,

1!90.
Charges against Marine A gent in B.C., 1633.
The Governor-General, 1639.
Forbes' Claims on Intercolonial, 1646.
John Reid Land Claims, 1653.
Address to he Governor-General, 1845, 2008,
William Wallace's A ccounts, 1845.
Provision for Dredging, 1846.
Canada Central and Georgian Bay Brancb,

1849.
Rate of Interest Bill, 1861.
Imperial Cattle Bill, 2000.
Saturday Sittings, 2072.
Oka Indians, 2111 2113, 2477.
Pacifie Railway (B.C. Terminus), 2143.
British Columbia Penitentiary, 2143.
Pembina Branch Railway Crossings, 2143.
Pacifie Railway (Route from Nepigon to.

Thunder Bay Branch), 2143.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2156.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2162.
Printing Committee Reports, 2201, 2254,.

2343.
Ingonish Harbour Contract, 2205.
Government Officials in Elections, 2216, 2238.-
System of Letting Contracts, 2259.
Intercolonial Railway 2318.
Crimpes of Violence Prevention Bill, 2340,

2384.
Map of the Pacifie Railway Route, 2348.
Tenders for completion of Pembina Branch,.

2349.
Names and Salaries of Officials, 2362.
Ventilation of the Chamber, 2366.
British Territories in North America, 2384.
Northerly Boundaries of Canada, 2391.
Water and Gas Supply at Moncton, 2394.
Traiffc in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2385.

2394, 2403, 2485.
Pacifie Railway (Annual Statement), 2413.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2487,.

2512.
Supplementary Estimates, 2474, 2522-2529
Ballot Papers, 2549.
Adjournment of the House, 2553.

MACMILLAN, Mr.

Agricultural Mutual Insurance Bill, 567, 682>
1727.

Pacifie Telegraph Line, 953.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1436.
Rate of Interest Bill, 1862.
Supply, 2198, 2292.
Government Officials in Elections, 2243.

Mail Communication with West Indies.
Motion for Correspondence.

Mails between Quebec and Chicoutimi.
Motion for Correspondence, 722.

Mails between Quebec and Murray Bay.
Motion for Return, 382.

MlIails between Quebec and Three Rivers.
Question, 355.
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-Mail Service in Levis and Dorchester
Counties.

Motion for Return, 725.

Mailsfrom Ramilton to Barrie.
Question, 952.

-Mails on the M1lontreal and Occidental
Railway.

Questions, 352, 354.

-Mails to Eboulenents and _1uarray Bay.
Motion for Return, 383.

Mail to Lake St. John.
Question, 387.

JMain-à-Dieu, Breakwater at.
Question, 388.

Main à-Dieu Harbour.
Question, 1408.

MALOUIN, Mr.
Société de Construction

486, 951,1093.

Malpeque Breakwater.
Motion for Return, 738.

Malt Buty Bill.

Mútuelle Bill, 369,

10, 1360; 20, 2006; 30, 2033.

Malt, Duty on.
Question, 407.

Malt, Importation of.
Resolution, 136G.

Manitoba Conficting Claims to Lands Bill.
1c, 951; 20, 1401; Com, 1402; 30, 1464;

Senate amendments concurred in, 2078.

Manitoba Public Schools Bill.
19 and 21, 2486 ; 30, 2529.

Map of Route of Pacific Railway.
Remarks, 2348.

MASSON, Mr.
Points of Order, 47, 892, 943.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 17, 531.
Insolvency Law Repeal, 18.
The Address, 39.
Personal Explanation, 167.
North-West Boundary of Ontario, 312.
Admission of Canadian Ships into French

Ports, 365.
Fort Francis Locks, 366.
W. B. O'Donoghue, 366.
Case of Indge Loranger, 369, 526, 529.
Numiber of Members in Parliament, 423.
Claims on Intercolonial Railway, 505.
Visit of Governor General to B. C., 515, 521.

MASSON, Mr.-Con.

Pacific Railway Survey, 598.
Alleged Piché Letter, 709, 710.
The Taiiff, 890, 939.
BetterTranslation of B. N. A. Act, 1088.
Supply, 1138, 1139, 1140, 1144, 1147, 1148,1150,

1154, 1160, 1826, 1829.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1228, 1328,

1352.
Losses by Floods, 1273.
Winter Navigation of the St. Lawrence, 1286.
Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 1306.
Questions of Privilege, 1315, 1844, 1868.
Importation of Malt, 1361
Keewatin Municipalities Bill, 1386, 1396.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1395, 1400, 1810,

1908.
Deckloads Acts Amendment Bill, 1406.
Customs Entries of Railway Rolling Stock,

1418.
Montreal City and District Savings Bank,

1420.
Post-Office Act Amendment Bill, 1476.
Colonization Railway Bill, 1491.
Business of the House, 1507.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1527.
The Case of Sergeant Hart, 1556.
Attendance of Voter' Bill, 1582.
Offices of Receiver-General and Attorney-

General Bill, 1613
Paciic Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1678,

2459.
The Tariff, 1772, 1817.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2489.

iMfatane and Fox River Telegraph Line.
Motion for Correspondence, 1579.

Matane IHarbour, Survey of.
Motion for Papers, 393.

MCCALLU1, Mr.
The Address, 200.
Welland Canal Contracts, 715.
The Budget, 787.
Distribution of Old Rails, 987.
Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1225.
Pacifie Railway Aet Amendment Biii, 1676.
The Agricultural Interests, 1726.
The Tariff, 1728.
Supply,2082, 2088, 2140, 2223, 2250, 2253,2291,

2303-2306, 2378-2384, 2482, 2525.
Fort William Extension, 2142.
The CoalInterests, 2177.
Government Officials in Elections, 2242.
System of Letting Contracts, 2274.
Pacifie Railway, 2451.
Supplementary Estimates, 2482, 2525.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2508.

MCCAIaT1Y, Mr.
The Budget, 534.
Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 613.
Welland Canal Contracte, 656.
Kingston Election Petition Bill, 886.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1244.
Hockley Post Office Mails, 953.
Hugh H unter Divorce Bill, 1427, 1524, 16»9.
Controverted Election Acts Consolidation

Bill, 1454.
Post-Office Act Amendment Bill, 1477, 1511.
li-omestead ENemlption Bill, 1521.
Supreme and Exchequer Courts Act, 1551.
Harbour Masterat Collingwood, 1640.
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McCARTUY, Mr.-Con.

The Loan of 1876, 1851, 2158.
Names and Salaries of Officials, 2067, 2354,

2364.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2074, 2117.
Supply, 2142, 2199, 2222, 2250-2252, 233D.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2157.
Government Officials in Elections, 2244.
Intercolonial Railway, 2330.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2505.
The Government Financial Policy, 2519.

McCRANEY, Mr.
Observance ot the Lord's Day, 731.
Mails from Hamilton to Barrie, 952.
Indian Education in Ontario, 1072.
The Tariff, 1789.

McDONALD, Mr. (Cape Breton).

Breakwater at Main-à-Dieu, 388.
Survey of Lingan Harbour, 722.
Extra Postal Service, 952.
Railway through Cape Breton, 952.
The Tariff, 1063.
Conveyance of Mails in Cape Breton, 1576.
Quarantine Hospital at Sydney, C.B., 1576.
Dismissal of Shipping Officer at Little Glace

Bay, C.B., 1577.
Removal of Postmaster at Cow Bay, C.B.,

1577.
Dismissal of Agent of Government Savings

Bank, Glace Bay, C.B., 1577.
Dismissal of D. McDonald, 1577.
Dismissal of James Corbell, 1577.
Dismissal of J. Cadigan, 1578.
Post Office Affairs, Victoria, C.B., 1578.
Supply, 2052, 2214, 2283-2285, 2288.
Cow Bay Breakwater, 2154.
The Coal Interests, 2168.
Ingonish Harbour Contract, 2203.

MCDoUGALL, Mr. (South R1enfrew).

Square Timber Culler's Pensions, 990.
Ouilers Remunerati:n, 1073.
Post-Office Act Amendment Bill, 1511.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1515.
Brockville and Ottawa Railway Companies

Bill, 1543, 1653.
Attendance of Voters Bill, 1582.
Supply, 1824, 2295.
Canada Central and Georgian Bay Branch
' Railways, 1848.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2156.
Tolis on the Upper Ottawa, 2349.

MCDOUGALL, Mr. (Three Rivers).
Questions of Privilege, 1312, 2060.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1331.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1442.
Offices of Receiver-General and Attorney-

General Bill, 1614.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1974, 1978.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2070.

MCGREGOR, Mr.
The Budget, 1070
Supply, 1810, 222.
The Coal Interests, :1.

MaI MIL

MCINNES, Mr.
Supply, 2094, 2291.
Pacific Railway (B.C. Terminus), 2142.
British Columbia Penitentiary, 2143.
Fraser River Salmon Hatchery, 2143.
Pacifie Railway, 2540.

MCIJNTYRE, Mr.
The Northern Light, 400.
The Tariff, 1793.

McKAY, Mr. (Colchester).
Observance of the Lord's Day, 727.
Dismissal of Train Despatcher at Truro,

1575.
Colchester and Cumberland Oyster Beds

Lease, 1578.
Forbes' Claim on Intercolonial, 1616.
Supply, 2099, 2114.
Oka Indians, 2114.

McNAB, Mr.

Montreal and Ottawa Junction Railway Co.
Bill, 1384, 1427, 1660.

Supply, 2046.

MCQUADE, Mr.
Meat Importations from United States, 1081
The Tariff, 1633.

Jifeasurements of Shipping.
Question, 2056.

MEETING OF PARLIAMENT, 1.

Merchants' Bank of Canada Bill.
10, 369 ; 20, 486; 3°, 1093.

Merchant Shipping Act Amendment Bill.
10 proposed, 1219 ; 11, 1407; 20,

2036.

MJessages from His Excellency.

; 30,

The Estimates, 372.
Appointment of Internal Commission, 387.
Reply to the Address, 427.
Imperial Extradition Act of 1870, 427.
Bills assented to, 2033.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1380, 1395, 1760.
Supplementary Estimates, 2408.
British Territories in North America, 2384.
Further Supplementary Estimates, 2489.

METHOT, Mr.
The Address, 172.
Insolvent Law Repeai Bill, 1451.
Rate of Interest Bill, 1863.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1979
Question of Privilege, 2066.

Military Bridges at Lévis.
Motion for Return, 388.

Military Camp of Instruction.
Question, 570.

Military College, Kingston.
Motion for Return, 735.
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Military Schools, Y B.
Motion for Return, 961.

3Militia Service.
Quesion, 951.

3Militia FTterans, Death of.
Motion for Return, 426.

MILLs, MI'.
Report of Department of Interior, 347.
Keewatin Municipalities Bill, 427, 1262, 1381,

1396.
Colonization Railway Bill, 567, 1478.
Minors' Lands in Manitoba, 623.
Dominion Lands Office, Manitoba, 713.
North-West Mounted Police, 722.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 802, 1512, 2006.
Conflicting Claims Bill, 951, 1401, 2o:8.
Transfer of Lands and Estates Bill, 9i51.
Ordnance Lands, 965.
Indian Education in Ontario, 1072.
Welland Canal Contracts, 1104.
Supply, 1138, 1144, 1152-1156, 2104-2115,

2141, 2368, 2376, 2479, 2528, 2543.
Audit of Public A ccounts Bill, 1218.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1241, 1330,

1354, 2552.
Indian Agent at Tobique Reserve, 1554.
John Reid Land Claims, 1648.
Life Assurance Policiep Bill, 1671.
Cartridges for N. W. 8uperintendency, 1845.
Ordnance Lands in Soulanges, 1845.
Acquisition of N. W. Unceded Territory,

1845.
Question of Privilege, 2066.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2074, 2161.
Manitoba Land Claims Bill, 2079.
Oka Indians, 2109, 2479.
Government Officials in Elections, 2243,
Names and Salaries of Officials, 2359.
Northerly Boundaries of Canada, 2386, 2392.
Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2405.
Manitoba Public Schools Bill, 2486, 2529.
Supplenentary Estimates, 2479, 2528.
Pacifie Railway, 2543.

Mineral Waters Bottles Bill.
10, 531 ; Order for 2° discharged. 1669.

Miinister of 31ilitia.
Personal Explanations, 803.

Minors' Lands in Mifanitoba.

Motion for Return, 622.

Miranichi Valley 1Railwa7y.
Question, 569.

tissing Papers.
Explanation, 1407.

MITCHELL, Mr.
Questions of Privilege, 11, 1314, 15393
Personal Explanations, 12, 863.
Rivière du Loup Branch, G.T.R., 359.
Admission of Canadian Ships into French

Ports, 361.
Number of Members in Parliament, 424.

MITCHELL, MR.--on.
Deepening Miramichi Channel, 483.
Communication with West Indies, 494.
Claims on Intercolonial Railway, 505
Governor-G"neral's Visit to B.O., 510, 522.
Grand Truak Railway Co. Bill, 531, 682, 1290,

1384.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 532, 234n.
Imperfect Returns, 533, 1304.
Miramichi Valley Railway, 569.
Telegraph Line from Chatham, 569.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 86 1, 2013.
Newcastle and Chatham Mails, 952.
Distribution of Old Rails, 931, 984, 987, 988.
Supply, 1137, 1200, 1818, 1826, 1827, 1829,

1835, 1839, 1840, 2052, 2054, 2090, 2098-
2108, 2115, 2197-2201, 2213, 2225, 2281-
2283, 2294-2303, 2307, 2370, 2378.

Merchant Shipping Act Amendment, 1219.
Deckloads Act Ameadment Bill, 1220, 1403,

1505.
Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1222,

1224, 1318, 1457.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1228.
Railway Acts Extension (P.E..) Bill, 1263.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1263, 1705.
Lands Damaged by Water, 1268.
Damages to Mills, 1269.
Fish-breedinfg Establishment at Miramichi,

1274.
Winter Navigation of the St. Lawrence, 1283.
Importation of Malt, 1361.
Canada Southern Railway Co. Bill, 1383
Keewatin Municipalities Bill, 1389, 139S.
Pilotage A ets Amendment, 1396.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1452.
Post-Office Act Amendment Bill, 147 .
Colonization Railway Bill, 1485.
Business of the House, 1508.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1523.
Rideau Hall, 1581.
Supreme Court Business, 1532.
Attendance of Voters Bill, 1583
The Auditor-General, 1581.
Offices of Receiver-General and Attorney-

General Bill, 1585, 1611, 1812.
The Governor-General, 1639.
Rebate of Duties, 1642.
Better Translation of B.N. A. Act, 1663.
Mineral Waters Bottles Bill, 1668.
Pacific Railway Act Amendment Bill, 16-9.
Audit of Publie Accounts Bill, 1700.
Personal Explanation, 2000.
Rivière du Loup Branch, G.T.R , 2004
Malt Duty Bill, 2035.Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 20e9, 2157.
Election Aet Amendment Bill, 2075, 2119,

2161.
Oka Indians, 2115
Foreign Trawls off Nova Scotia, 2151.
T-be Uoa! Interests, 2166.
Governrment Officials in Elections, 2216, 2241.
Printing Committee Reports, 2344.
Northerly Boundaries of Canada, 2386, 2392.
Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 24u6.

Money Paid to British Columbi a..
Motion for Return, 373.

Mfontmagny, Postmaster at.
Motion for Papers, 961.

Montreal and Champlain Juncuilo Rail-
way Company Bill.

1', 531; 20, 682 3', 12C6.

MIL MI1T
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Montreal and City of Ottawa Junction
Railway Company Bill.

10, 1384 ; 2°, 1427 ; Com. 1660 ; 3°, 1663.

MAfontreal City and District Savings
Bank.

Motion for Return, 1119.
Adjourned Debate, 1666.

Montreal Investment and Building Com-
pany Bill.

il, 1807 ; 20, 1860 ; 30, 2212.

.RLorpeth, Projected .Harbour near.
Motion for Return, 367.

Motions of Want of Confidence.
Speaker's Ruling, 946.

Motions to Adjourn.
Remarks, 567, 740, 937.

MOUSSEAU, Mr.

Insolvency Law Repeal, 19.
The Address, 78.
Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 605.
The Budget, 809.
Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill, 2551.

muir Post Office.
Motion for Correspondence, 1418.

Names and Salaries of Officials.
Motion for Return, 2067.
Adjourned Debate Resumed, 2353.

ANanaimo and New Westminster 'Mail
Service.

Motion for Correspondence, 1557.

National Insurance Company Bill,
10, 369; 2Q, 485 ; Com., 1206; 3°, 1290.

Native Tobacco Duties.
Amendment to Supply, 2122.

Navigation of Saskatchewan River.
Motion for Report, 954.

Neebing lHotel.
Question, 1207.

New Brunswick Jilitary Schools.
Motion for Return, 961.

New Campbellton Custom IHouse.
Motion for Papers, 724.

New Campbellton Post Office.
Motion for Papers, 725.

RNewcastle and Chatham Mails.
Question, 952.

New M iembers, Election of. 2.

.New Members Introduced, 2, 13, 1932.

NORRIS, Mr.

Personal Explanation, 167.
Welland Canal Contract, 715.
The Budget, 792.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1257.
Pacifie Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1693.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2070.
Welland Canal Improvements, 2151.
Supply, 2222.

"Northern Light."
Motion for Accounts, 395.

Northernly Boundaries of Canada.
Resolutions Considered in Committee, 2386.

Northern Railway Commission.
Motion for Return, 724.

Northern Railway Company Bill.
1, 531 ; 2°, 682 ; Con., 1290 ; 30, 1380.

Northern Railway Bonds.
Notice of Motion, 2005.

Northern Railway Company.
Resolution Proposed, 2038.

North River Navigation.
Question, 1407.

Northumberland, Seat for.
Personal Explanation, 12.

North- West Boundary of Ontario.
Question, 352.

North- West Mounted Pclice and Indians.
Motion for Copies of Tenders, 721.

North- Vest, Surveys in the.
Motion for Report, 951.

Notices of Motion.
Enquiry, 740.

Notre Dame de Laterrière, Mail to.
Question, 387.

Number of Mejembers in Parliament.
Resolution proposed, 420.

Observance of the Lord's Day.
Resolution Proposed, 727.
Amendment Offered, 731.

O'Donoghue, W. B.
Motion for Orders-in-Council, 366.

[INDEX.] NEW O'DO
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Officiai Reporting of the Debates.
Remarks, 16, 531.
Committee Appointed, 16.
Report Concarred in, 409.
Motion to adopt Report, 2344.

Oka Indians.
Debate in Supply, 2108, 2475.

Old Rails, Distribution of.
Motion for Correspondence, 968.

OLIVER, Mr.
Express Freight on Government Railways,

355.
Public Works Chargeable to Capital, 356.
Ontario Rxpress Company Bill, 369, 485,

1860, 1945.
The Budget, 676, 684.
Expenditure on Public Works, 722.
Montreal and Ottawa Jurction Railway Co.

Bill, 1660.
Mineral Waters Bottles Bill, 1668.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1705.
The Tariff, 1731.
The Coal Interests, 2175.
Names and Salaries of Officials, 2361.

Ontario Express Company Bill.
1, 369; 20, 485 ; Com., 1860; 30, 1945.

Ontario Maritime Court Bill.
1°, 1204; 20 and 3o, 1506.

Ontario Mutual Life Insurance Company
Bill.

1, 369 ; 20, 486; Com, 1206; 30, 1290.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
Speech from the Throne, 14.

Ordnance Lands.
Motion for Return, 965.

Ordnance Lands in Soulanges.
Question, 1845.

ORTON, Mr.
The Address, 274.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1346.
Importation of Malt, 1367.
Pacific Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1678.
The Agricultural Interests, 1709.
Supply, 1837.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1983.
Question of Privilege, 2064.
Systern of Letting Contracts, 2270.
Traffic in lntoxicating Liquors Bill, 2485.
Questions of Privilege, 1313, 2061.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1328, 2039.
Montreal City and District Savings Bank,

1421.
Life Assurance Policies Bill, 1672.

OUIMET, M.
Rate of Interest Bill, 1862.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1987.
Insolvent Insurance Companies Bill, 2037.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2503.

Ocerpaynents by Steamboats.
Question, 486.

PACIFIC RAILWAY.
Annua/ Statement (Mfr. Macken:ie),

2413.
-British Columbia Terminus.

Motion for Reports and Correspondence,
366.

Question, 2142.

Construction.
Question, 4e8.
Motion for Return, 6i8.

Contract 15.
Motion for Papers, 724.

Contract 25.
Motion for Papers, 724.

Expenditure on.
Motion for Statement, 722.

Fort William Extension.
Question, 2142.

Lands.
Motion for Return, 718.

yap of Route.
Remarks, 2348.

Nepigon and Thunder Bay Branch.
Motion for Report, 2,143.

Pembina Branch.
Questions, 355, 2143, 2349.
Motion for Copy of Tenders, 721.

Red River and Battleford Survey..
Motion for Papers, 570.

Red River Crossing.
Question, 1072.

Route.
Question, 833.

Route in British Columbia.
Motion for Return, 495.

Supplies.
Question, 2056.

Supply of Spikes.
Motion for Return, 718

PALMER, Mr.
Communication with West Indies, 493.
Claims on Intercolonial Railway, 508.

oui PAL xxvii[INDEX.]
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PALMER, Mr.-Con.
Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 602,

1310.
Port Whitby Harbour Co. Bill 683.
Law relating to larceny of things attached

to or growing on Land Bill, 740.
The Tariff, 937, 9t2, 991, 1741.
Supply, 1133, 1188, 1189, 1190, 1192, 1193,

1839, 1840, 2082, 2092.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1252, 1707.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1265.
Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1317,

1313, 1459.
Deckloads Act Amendment Bill, 1404.
Duties collected at St. John, N.B., 1412.
Post-Office Act Amendment Bill, 1472, 1511.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1514, 1528.
Irisolvent Insurance Companies Bill, 1541.
Brockville and Ottawa Railway Co. Bill,

1549.
Offices of Receiver-General and Attorney-

General Bill, 1602.
Law of Evidence Amendment Bill, 1866.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1957.
Question of Privilege, 2066.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2072.
Manitoba Land Claims Bill, 2079.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2120.
La Banque Nationale, 2147.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2155.

Paris Exhibition, Expenses of Canada at.
Motion for Return, 1419.

Parlianent, Num ber of Members in.
Resolution Proposed, 420.

I>ATERSON, Mr,
The Address, 228.
The Buoget, 552.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1268, 1706.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1446.
Native Tobacco Duties, 2139.

Paynent of Labourers on Public Works.
Question, 352.

Payments for Land for Canal Purposes.
Motion for Return, 1408.

Payments for Printing.
Motion for Return, 356.
Motion to refer Return, 529, 1271.

Pembina Branch of Pacific Railcay.
Question, 355.
Motion for Copy of Tenders, 721.

Pembina Branch Railway Crossing.
Question, 2143.

Pembina Branch, Tenders for Comple-
lion of.

Question, 2349.

enitentiarles Act Amendment Bill.
1, 1637.

Pensioners, Domnion.
Question, 568.

Pensions for Public Officers.
Motion for Correspondence, 1211.

Permanent and Extra Clerks and Mes-
sengers.

Motion for Statement, 2150.

Pernissive Liquor Bill.
Question, 952.

PERRY, Mr.

The Address, 299.
Tlhe Northern Liqht, 395.
The Budget, 1062.
Cascumpec Hlarbour, t562.
Fences on P.E.I. Railway, 1563.
Winter Navigation of the St. La wrence, 1665.
The Tariff, 1793.
Cascumpec Harbour, 2056.

Petitions of Right.
Motion for Return, 1558.

Petitions.
Private Bills, 348.
From Foreigners -Speaker's Ruling, 318.
From Aliens, 950.
From 'lownship of Temiscouata, 1163.

Philadeiphia Exhibition Expenses.
Motion for Return, 419.

Piché Letter, Allejed.
Question, 708.

Pictou Branch Railway.
Motion for Correspondence, 1579.

Pilotage Acts Amendment.
Notice of Motion, 1395.

Pine -River Pass Survey.
Motion for Reports, 1076.

PLATT, Mr.

The Coal Iaterests, 2193.

PLUMB, Mr.
The Address, 146, 154.
Railway Iron Return, 253, 372.
The Northern Liqht, 405.
Duty on Malt, 407.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 410.
Personal Explanation, 495.
Claims on Intercolonial Railway, 509.
Governor-General's Visit to B.C., 522.
Payments for Printing, 530.'
Pacifie Railway Survey, 585.
Welland Canal Contracts, 638, 714.
The Budget, 707, 741.
Pacific Railway Lands, 718.

PEN PLUxxviii [INDEX.]



PLU POP [INDEX.]

PLUMB, MR.-Con.
Observance of the Lord's Day, 731, 733.
Supply, 1140, 1152, 1158, 1î62, 1178, 1179,

118', 11b7, 1200, 1202, 1824, 1826, 1829,
1838, 1840, 2051, 2053, 2094, 2109, 2220,
2298, 2383, 2467, 2528.

Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1225.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1253.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1264, 1707.
Canada Southern Railway Co. Bill, 1297.
Keewatin Municipalities Bill, 1389, 1397.
Duties Collected'at St. John, N.B., 1413.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1A53.
Post-Office Act Amendment Bill, 1473.
Colonization Railway Bill, 1497.
Hlomestead Exemption Bill, 1522, 1526.
Question of Privilege, 1539.
D:smissal of Train Despatcherat Truro, 1575.
Offices of Receiver-General and Attorney-

General Bill, 1620.
Rebate of Duties, 1641.
Montreal and Ottawa Junction Railway Co.

Bill, 1660.
Life Assurance Policies Bill, 1673.
Pacific Railway Art Amendment Bill, 1677.
Etection Act Amendment Bill, 1845, 2119.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1974.
Question cf Privilege, 2063.
Native Tobacco Duties, 2137.
Wellaond Canal Improvements, 2152.
The Loan of, 1876, 2159.
The Coal Interests, 2190.
System of Letting Cont acts, 2263.
Ventilation of the Chamber, 2366.
Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2401.
Pacific Railway, 2433.
Canada Central Railway Co., 2497.
Supplementary Estimates, 2467, 2528.
The Government Financial Policy, 2520.
Ballot Papers, 2549.

Points of Order.
The Address, 47, 152, 153, 197, 337.
Governor General's Visit to B.C., 520, 521.
Claimas on Intercolonial Railway, 502.
Harbour Works at Sorel, 593.
Tbe Budget, 808, 820, 892, 935, 936, 942, 1017.
Distribution of Old Rails, 971, 987.
Welland Canal Contracts, 1102.
Questions by Members, 1269.
The Tariff, 1779.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1976.
The Coal Interests, 2192.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 2347.
Question of Privilege, 2502.

POPE, Mr. (Compton).

Boundary Line-Upper and Lower Canada,
392.

Expenses at Philadelphia Exhibition, 419.
Expenses at Sydney Exhibition, 419.
Claims on Inutercolonial Railway, 510.
Visit of Governor General to B. 0., 521.
Welland Canal Contracts, 635.
Supply, 1150, 1181, 1182, 1831, 1837, 2025,

2030, 2104, 2106, 2295, 2369, 2473.
Public Works A et Amendment Bill, 1226.
independence of Parliament Bill, 1344.
Expenses of Canada at Paris Exhibition,1419.
Colonization Railway Bill, 1495.
Business of the House, 1509.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1525.
London (England) Emigration Agent, 1552
Lfe Assurance Policies bill, 1672.
Pacific Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1676..

POP PRI xxix
POPE, MR. (Conpton)-Con

The Tariff, 1816.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1999.
Independence of Parliament Biil, 2040.
Question of Privilege, 2065.
Manitoba Land Claims Bill, 2079.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2118.
Bupplementary Estimates, 2473.

POPE, MIr. (Queen's, P.E.I.),
The Address, 240.
Thbe Northern Light, 400.
Victoria Harbour fireakwater, 965.
The Tariff, 1067, 1783.
Winter Navigation of the St. Lawrence, 1282.
Importation of Malt, 1372.
Winter Communication with P.E.I., 1552.
Cascumpec Harbour, 1562.
Fences on P.E.I. Railway, 1564.
Pictou Branch Railway, 1579.
Supply, 2029.

Port Bastings Nail Service.
Motion for Papers, 965.

Portland Channel, Admiralty Survey of.
Motion for Return, 964.

Port Whitby Harbour Bill.
10, 387; 2°, 682; 3',1660.

Postal Facilities at Lavalle Corners.
Question, 2056.

Postal Service, King's County, NB.
Question, 711.

Postal Service, Perth, N.B.
Motion for Copies of Petitions, 726.

Postnaster at 7 Mon tmagny.
Motion for Papers, 961.

Post-Office Act Amendment Bill.
1, 386; 20, 1258 ; Con.. 1464 30, 1511.

Post OfiÎce Atfairs at Victoria, C.B.
Motion for Correspondence, 1578.

Post QOice, New Campbel/ton.
Motion for Pape rs, 725.

POULIOT, Mr.
The Address, 280.
Claims on Latercolonial Railway, 498, 500.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 531.
Port Whitby Harbour Company Bill, 683.
Supply, 1149.
Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1222,

1227, 1321, 1462.
Insolvent Insurance Companies Bill, 1542.
The Tariff, 1785.

Prince Edward Istand Railway, Fences
on.

Motion for O>rrespcndence, 1563.
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Priating Comnittee.
Message to the Senate, 361.
Motion to adopt fReports, 2201, 2312, 2385.
Reports Concurred in, 2253.

Private Bills, Reception of.
Motion to Extend Time, 368.

Private Bills, Reports of.
Motions for Extension of time, 1219, 1636.

Projected Harbour near Morpeth
Motion for Returns, 367.

PROROGATION OF PARLIA-
MENT.

Communication from His Excellener, 2550.
His Excellency's Address to Both Flouses,

2565.

Public Accvunts.
Referred to Committee, 484.

Public Accounts Committee.
Sutherland Report Presented, 2201.

Public Works Act Amendment Bill.
1, 369 ; 2>, 1221 ; Com., 1317; 30, 1457.

Public Works Chargeable to Capital.
Motion for Return, 356.

Publ c Works, Expenditure on.
Motion for Return, 722.

Pugwast Branch Railway Bill.
Motion for Papers, 1571.

Quarantine Jfospital at Sydney, C. B,
Motion for Correspondence, 1576.

Quebec and Chicoutimi Mails.
Motion for Correspondence, 712.

Quebec and Murray Bay Malîs.
Motion for Returns, 382.

Quebec and Three Rivers Mails.
Question, 355.

Quebec Building Societies Act.
Bill in amendment proposed, 2226.

Quebec#Cullers' Offlce.
Motion for Correspondence, 1557.

Quebec Fire Assurance Company Bill.
1°, 407 ; 2°, 486 ; Com., 1206 ; 30. 1290

Quebec Marine, District of.
Motion for List of Employés, 738.

Quebee, Montreal, Ottawa and Occiden-
tal Bailway.

Question, 1207.

Quebec Provincial Crisis.
Personal Explanation, 863.
Messages from His Excellency, 1380, 1395,

1760.
Remarks, 1399.
Question, 1408.
Proposed Notice of Motion, 1807.
Debate Adjourned, 1932, 2000.
Adjourned Debate Resumed, 1933, 20113

Questions by Members.
Remarks, 1269.

Questions of Privilege.
Press Correspondence, 1311, 1536, 1867, 2057.
Precedence, 1842.
Personal Explanation, 2558.

Race Rocks Fog- Whistle.
Question, 569.

Rails for N.B. Railroads.
Question, 951.

Rallway Act Extension (P.E.1.) Bill.
10, 708 ; 20 and 3°, 1262.

Railway Passenger Safety Bill.
10, 663,

Railways, Accidents on.
Motion for Return, 406.

Railway through Cape Breton.
Question, 952.

Rate of Interest Bill.
10, 350 ; Order for 2° negatived, 1865.

Re-adjustnent of the Tarif.
Amendment to Supply, 851.

Rebate of Duties on American Goods.
Motion for Statement, 1641.

Receipts and Rxpenditure.
Statement, 427.

Receiver-General and Attorney-General
Bill.

10, 1204;i 2°, 1584; C om , 1611 ; 3°, 1811.

Reception of Private Bills.
Motion to Extend Time, 369.

Reciprocity with the United States.
Question, 352, 353.
Motion for Corresponden ce, 367.

Recognition of Naturalized Subjects.
Question, 1551.

(INDEX.] QUE REC
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Red and Assiniboine Rivers.
Question, 487.

Red River Improvements.
Qaestion, 2057.

Regular Baptist Foreign Missionary
Society Bill.

1° and 20, 1206 ; 30, 1523,

IRegulations, Coastinq.
Question, 387.

Reid Land Claims.
Motion for Correspondence, 1647.

Re-measurement of Steam Tessels.
Motion for Returns, 1073.

Removal of Intercolonial Railw'ay Ass's-
tant Superintendent.

Motion for Correspondence, 1572.

Removal of Postnaster at Cow Bay, C.B.
Motion for Correspondence, 1577.

-Removal of Stipendiary Magistrate at
-Nanaino.

Moti'n for Return, 2350.

Reinuneration of Cullers.
Question, 1073.

liepairs to Military Bridjes at Lévis.
Motion for Return, 388.

Repeal of Duty on atire Tobacco.
Question, 355.

Reply to the Address.
Message from His Excellency, 427.

R eports.
Librarian of Parliament, 16.
Accountant, House of Commons, 16.
Public Works, 347.
Marine and Fisheries, 347.
Interior, 347.
Public Accounts, 347.
Penitentiaries, 348.
Trade and Navigation, 34S.
Postmaster General, 348.
Inland Revenue, 348.

Supplement No. 1, 348.
Supplement No. 2, Weights and Measures,

348.
Supplement No. 3, Adulteration of Food,

348.
Militia, 348.

Reports on Private Bilis.
Extension of Time, 1219.

IRes dent Judg1 e of Sorel.
Question, 1407.

)EX.] RET ROC xxxi

Return of Government Advertisemî ents.
Remarks, 532.

Returns.
Railway Iron, 253.
Rondeau Harbour, 1304.

Revision of the Dominion Statutes.
Question, 353.

Richelieu District Superior Court Judge.
Question, 352.

Rideau Hall.
Motion for Statement, 1531.

River Richelieu, St. John's Bridge.
Motion for Correspondence, 1273.

Rivers in Quebec, Leases of.
Motion for Return, 718.

River St. Charles Improvenents.
Motion for Statement, 1211.

River Sydenham Improvenents.
Question, 354.

Rivière du Loup Branch G. T.R.
Motion for Return, 357.
Motion for Correspondence, 366.
Government Notice of Motion, 2002.

ROBIiLLARD, Mr.
Beauharnois Canal Enlargement, 1551.

The Address.
Welland Canal Contracts, 650.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1516.
The Coal Interests, 2171.
Supply, 2376.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2511.

-ROBITAILLE, 31r.
The Northern Liqht, 404.
Claims on Intercolonial Railway, 501.
Bay of Chaleurs Railway, 568, 711.
Supply, 1174, 1177, 1178, 2528
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2077.
Supplementary Estimates, 2523.

ROCHESTER, Mr.

Welland Canal Contracts, 632, 637.
S upply, 1166, 1'67, 1168, 1173, 2213, 2224,

2296, 2301, 2477.
Importation of Malt, 1*163
Insolvent Law Repeal Pill, 1445.
Insolvent Insurance Companies Bill, 1542,

2037.
Montreal and Ottawa Junction Railway Co.
Bill, 1663.

The Tariff, 1785.
Setzure of Boswell's Brewery, 1816
Malt Duty Bill, 2035.
La Banque Nationale, 2144.
Crimes of Violence Prevention Bill, 2464.
Oka Indians, 2477.
Supplementary Estim.ates, 2i77.



ROS RYM

RoscoE, Mr.
Pine River Pass Survey, 1081.
Supply, 2291.

Ross, Mr. (East Durham).
The Tariff, 1627.

Ross, Mr. (Prince Edward).
Government Officials in Elections, 2241.
Supply, 2370.

Ross, Mr. (West Middlesex).
Official Reporting of the Debates, 16, 17,

409. 531, 2344.
Printing Committee - Mssage sent to

Senate, 368.
Intercolonial Railway, 510.
UJbservance of the Lord's Day, 732.
The Budget, 825.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill* 1264.
Question of Privilege, 1314.
Colonization Railway Bill, 1501.
General Railways Act , Amendment Bill,

1636.
Printing Committee Beports, 2201, 2253,

2342, 2385.
Supply, 2300.
Names and Salaries of Officiais, 2355.
Trafflc in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2. 99.

IROULEAU, Mr.
Mail Service in Lévis and Dorchester, 725.
Supply, 1177.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1999.

Royal ]N<ary Cadets.
Motion for Address, 1557.

RoY, Mr.
The Address, 285.
Grant for Veteran Militiamen, 355.
Isle Brulée Wharf, 568, 712.
Conveyance of Kamouraska Mails, 951.
Kamouraska and St. Pascal Mail Service,

1569.
Intercolonial Railway Val';ators, 2:54.

REYAN, Mr.
Pacific Railway Construe ion, 4

0
5

.
Pacifie Railway Survey, 575, 599.
Expenditure on Pacific Railway, 722.
Surveys in the North-West, 955, 959.
Supply, 1179.
Conficting Claims B:ll, 1401, 2079.
The Manitora Troubles, 1418
Colonization Railway Bill, 1481.
Lots on Assiniboine Ri'ver, 1578.
John Reid Land Claims, 1647.
Point of Order, 1652
Pacifie Railway Act Amendment Eill, 1687,

2456.
Tenders for Completion of Pembina Branch,

2349.

RYMAL, Mr.

Reception of Private Bills, 368.
Distribation of Old Rails, 985.
The Tarif, 1760, 1797.

Saguenay, Inprovements on the.
Question, 373.

Saskatchewan River, Karigation of.
Motion for Report, 954.

Saturday Sittings.
Motion, 2072.

Sehools f Gunnery.
Motion for Return, 1578.

ScrIULTZ, Mr.

Pembina Branch of Pacific Railway, 355.
Minors' Lands in Manitoba, 622.
Dominion Lands Office in Manitoba, 712.
St. Paul and Pacifie Railway, 950, 1072.
Transportation of Rails, 951.
Red River Crossing, Pacific Railway, 1072.
Transportation of Rails, 1207.
Colonization Railway Bill, 1501.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1515.
John Reid Land Claims, 1652.
Pacific Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1679.
Drill Sheds in Manitoba, 1845.
Cartridg"s for N. W. Superintendency, 1845.
Acquisition of N. W. Unceded Territory,

1845.
Supply, 2031, 2052, 2141, 2199.
Dallas and St6newall Postal Facilities, 2056.
Red River Improvements, 2057.
Conflicting Claims Bill, 2078.
Pembina Branch Railway Crossings, 2143.

SCRIVER, Mr.
Montreal and Champlain Junction Railway

Co. Bill, 531, 682, 1206.
Uniform Copper Currency, 953.
Rebate of Duties, 1644.
Supply, 2371, 2475.
Oka Indians, 2475, 2480.
Supplementary Estimates, 2475.

Scatfor L incoln.
Personal Explanation, 167.

Seat for Kort humberland, 12

Section 12 Intercolonial RiIlway.
Motion for Papers, 1610.

Seizur e of Boscwell's Brewery.
Motion for Papers, 1846.

Select Standing Conittee.
Motion, 15.
Motion fir Special Committee, 347.
Report Presented and Coucurred in, 3ý9.
Lists Concarred in, 368.

Services of Wm. Taylcr,f Coteau du Lac.
Motion for Return, 389, 1269.

Shorthand Vriters, Employaient of.
Motion and Remarks, 407.

SAGI SHOxxxii [INDEX.)]
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SINCLAIR, Mr.
The Address, 170.
The Northern Light, 397.
Victoria Harbour Breakwater, 967.
Public Works Act Amendmnent Bill, 1326.
Fences on P E. I. Railway, 1565.
The Tariff, 1788.
Supply, 2081, 2214, 2287.
Election Act Amendment Bill. 2119.

Sitting Bull, Expenses on Account of.
Question, 3N.

SMITH, Mr. (Peel).

Canada Vine Growers Association Bill, 708,
2069.

The Agricultural Interests, 1719.

SmITH, Mr. (Selkirk).

Red and Assiniboine Rivers, 487.
Governor-General's Visit to B. C., 525.
Pacifie Railway Survey, 590.
Navigation of Saskatchewan River 954.
Surveys in the North-West, 954, 958.
Colonization Railway Bill, 1493.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1518.
John Reid Land Claims, 1650.
Life Assurance Policies Bil, 1672.
Pacific Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1682.
Supply, 1825.
Northernly Boundaries of Canada, 2392.
Question of Privilege, 2558.

SMITH, Sir Albert J.

Marine and Fisheries Report, 347.
Breakwater at Rondeau, 354.
Coasting Regulations, 388.
The Northern LiU/ht, 402.
Overpayments by Steamboats, 486.
St. John Harbour Commission, 568.
Fog Whistle on Race Rocks, 569.
Leases of Rivers in Quebec, 720.
Merchant Shipping Act Amendment Bill,

1219, 1407, 'à036.
Fish Breeding Establishment at Miramichi,

1274.
Publie Works Act Ainendment Bill, 1319.
Independence of Parliament, 1328, 1345.
Keewatin M unicipalities Bill, 1389.
Pilotage Acts Amnendment, 1395.
Deck Loads Act Amendment Bill, 1220, 1403,

1505.
Fishing in Rivers Rimouski and Metis, 1418.
Ciargtes against Marine Agent, B.<J., 1846.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1998.
Measurements of Shipping, 2056.
Red [tiver improvemeéts, 2057.
Stamps on Promissury Notes Bill, 2072.
Supply, 208l, 210., 2z18, 2289, 2481.
Fraser River Salmon Hatchery, 2143.
Foreign Trawls off Neva Scotia, 2154.
Suppleuentary Estimates, 2481.

SNIiER, Mr.
Dominion Grangers' Bill, 387, 682, 708.

Boelete de Construction du Comte d'ilocbe.
laga Bill.

le, 116.3 i 2°, 1'206 i bSo, 1859,

SOC SPE xxxiii

Societe de Construction Mutuelle Bill.
10, 369; 2P, 486: Considered in Committee,

951; 3e, 1092.

Sorel Iaîrbour Works.
Remarks, 593.

Speaker, Election of.
Motion, 2.
Personal Explanation, 167.

ýSPEAKZER, Mr.
Election as Speaker, 12.
Seat for Northumberland, 12.
Controverted Election, 13.
New Members, 13, 1867.
Report, 16.
Insolvency Law ilepeal, 19.
Points of Order, 47, 152, 153, 197, 337, 521,

593 808, 820, 82, 935, 936, 9 12, 915, 971. 978,
987, 1017, 1102, 1269, 1652, 1779, 1872, 1976,
2068, 2191.

Unptrliamentary Expressions, 195, 197, 265,
524, 630, 777, 790, 1017.

Relevant Testimony, 102, 152.
Petitions for Private Bills, 348.
Petitions for Foreigners-Rnling, 347.
Messages from His Excellency, 373, 387, 427,

2408, 2384.
Hour of Adjournment, 393.
Boîîndary Line-Upper and Lower Canada,

390.
Employment of Shorthand Writers, 407.
Case of Judge Loranger, 526, 529.
Payments for Printing, 531.
Alleged Piché Letter, 709, 711.
Observance of the Lord's Day, 733.
Hochelaga Building Society Bill, 801.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 864, 1380, 1395,

1400, 1760, 1976.
The Budget, 941, 942, 945, 946.
Want of Contidence Motion, U46.
Petitions from Aliens, 9r0.
Victoria Harbour Breakwater, 986.
Township of Temiscouata-Ruling, 1163.
Supply, 1197, 1820, 1821, 1822, 2082, 2099,

2216, 2282, 2286.
Questions of Privilcge, 1315, 1844, 1869,

2056.
Northern Railway (,ompany Bill, 1380.
Missing Papers, 14o.
Moutreal. City and DIstrict Savings Bank,

1423.
Attendance of Voters' Eh 158-1
Caiada Southern Railway Compauy Bill,

1727.
Question cf Precedence, 1815.
Rivière du Loup Brauch U.T.R., 2002.
Address to th iovernor-General, 2,08.
Naines and S aries of Ofliciats, 2068.
Stamps >n Pronissory Notes Bill, 2157.
The Goal tnterects, 2189.
Public Accouits Committee Report, 2201.
Printing Cominittee Reports, 2202, 2254,

234 .
Government Officials in Elections, 2216,

2247.
System of Letting Con tracts, 2267.
oUlicial lieporting of the Debates, 2347.
Tratiic in lutoxicating Liquors Hiit, 2402.
Cimiies of Violence Preveiition Bill, 2409.
Pacitic Railway Act Aumendmueut ß111, 2456,

2530.
laliot Papers, 2549.

Supply Bill, 2564,
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Speaker's Rulings,
Petition from Foreigners, 348.
Governor-Generals Visit to B.C., 521.
Payments for Printing, 531.
Harbour Works at Sorel, 593.
The Tariff, 941, 942, 945, 946, 1017, 1815.
Township of Temiscouata Petition, 1163.
Mineral Waters Bottles Bill, 1669.

Special Conmittees, Expenses of.
Motion for Return, 388.

Speech from the Throne, 14.
Address to His Excellency, 347.
Reply to the Address, 427.

Spikes for the Pacifie Railway.
Motion for Return. 718.

Square Timber Culler's Pensions.
Motion for Correspondence, 990.

Stadacona Fire and Life Insurance Com-
pany Bill.

1Q, 369; 20, 485; Com., 1206 ; 31>, 1290.

Stamps on Bils and Notes Bill.
1a, 802; 20, 1262; Com., 1705; Order dis-

charged ana 3ill withdrawn, 2485.

Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill.
10, 349; 20, 616; Com., 2069; 30, 2154.

St. Ann's (XNS.) Post Office.
Motion for Correspondence, 965.

Steam Tessels, Remeasurenent of.
Motion for Return, 1073.

STEPIIENSON, _Mr.

Improvement of the River Sy.ienham, 354.
Breakwater at Rondeau, 35-1.
Projected Ilarbour near Morpeth, 367.
Coasti g Regulations, 387.
Imperfect Returus, 533.
Malpeque Breakwater, 738.
Lights at Ingonish Breakwater, 739.
Wrecking in lland Waters, 953.
Dominion Active Volunteer Corpm, 1274.
Canada Southern Railway Co. Bill, 1300,

1382.
Rondeau Harbour Return, 1304.
Question of Privilege, 1536.
The Tariff, 1804.
Supply, 2087, 2249, 2253, 238U.
Native Tobacco Duties, 2137,

St. John Hfarbour Comnission.
Question, 568.

St. John's Bridc, River Richelieu.
Motion for Correspondence, 1273.

St,Pascaland Kaîouraska Mail Service.
Motion for Statement, 1569.

St. Paul and Pacific Railway.
Question, 950, 1072,

St. Peter' s Canal Enlargement.
Motion for Correspondence, 739.

Subsidies to Railway Co.'s in connection
with Canada PacQifc Railway.

Question, 953.

Superannuation, Civil Service.
Motion for Return, 718.

Superior Court Judge for Richelieu Dis-
trict.

Question, 352.

Supcrcisor of Culler's Ofice.
Question, 1269.

Supplementary Estinates.
Messages from His Excellency, 2408, 2485.
In Supply, 2466.

SUPPLY.
Motion, 347.
Anendments to, 854, 1626, 1815, 1878, 2122,

2163, 2203, 2519.
TUHE ESTIMATES-

Civil Grovernment:
Governor-General's Secretary's Office,

373
Privy Council Office, 1072.
Department of Justice, 1120.

Penitentiaries Branch, 1137.
Dept. of Militia and Defence, 2291.

' Secretary of State, 1137.
" Interior, 1152,
" Receiver General, 1157.
" Finance, 1157.
" Customs, 1162, 1163.
" Inland Revenue, 1163.
" Public Works, 1170.

Post-Office Department, 1170.
" Agriculture, 1180.
" Marine and Fisheries, 1180.

Treasury Board Office, 1180.
Departmental Contingencies,

1180.
Stationery Office for Station-

ery, 1182.
Possible Extension of Staff,

1182.
Administration of Justice, 1182, 1183, 1184,

1185, 1187, 1189, 1192,
Po'ice, 1199.
Penitentiaries:

Kingston, 1200.
Halifax, 1805.
St. John, 1805.
St. Vincent de Paul, 1806.
Manitoba, 1807.
British Columbia, 1807.

Legislation :
Senate, Salaries, etc,, 1818.
House of Commons, Salaries, etc., 1819,

1826.
Miscellaneous, 1828, 1830.

Arts, Agriculture and Statistics, 1830, 1831,
1835, 1842.

Immigration and Quarantine, 2025.
Pensions, 2032.
Militia :

Ordinary, 2042
Extraordinary, 2054.
Special, 2054, 2197, 2221

ST. SUPxxxiv
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SUPPLY. - Con.
Public Works and Buildings Chargeable to

Capital.'
Railways

Intercolonial, 2431.
Pacific, 2433.
P. E. Island, 2432.

Canals:
Lachine, 2220.
Cornwall, 2220.
St. Lawrence, 2220.
Welland, 2220.
St. Anne's Lock and Canal, 2223.
Carillon Lock and Canals, 2224.
Grenville, 2225.
Culbute, 2226.
St. Peter's, 2291.
Miscellaneous, 2226.

Public Buildings, Ottawa, 2248.
Public Trorks and Buildings Chargeable to

Income :
Improvement of Navigable Rivers, 2248.
Public Buildings :

Ontario, 2248.
Quebec, 2249.
New Brunswick, 2249.
Nova Scotia, 2249.
British Colunbia, 2249.

Public Buildings OeIerally, 2249.
Penitentiaries, 2249.
Rents, Repairs, ntc., 22>.

Ilarbours and Breakwalers:
Ontario, 2250.
Quebec, 2280.
New Brunswick, 2281.
Nova Scotia, 2282.
Prince Edward Island, 2286.
Dredging and Dredge Vessels, 2287.
Miscellaneous, 2287, 2289.

Ocean and River Service :
Dominion Steamers, 2081.
Mail Subsidies, 2289.
Montreal Water Police, 208j.
Quebec River Police, 2086.
Miscellaneous, 2082, 2083, 2086.

Lighthouse and Coast Service :
Salaries, etc., of Lighthouse Keepers,

2087.
Maintenance and Repairs, 2089.
Completion and Construction of Light-

bouses and Fog Alarms, 2289.
Fisheris :

Salaries, etc , Fishery Overseers and
Wardens, 2090.

Maintenance and Repairs of Steamer for
protection of Fisheries, 2096.

Fish-breeding, etc., 2099.
Scientific Institutions:

Observatories, 2[00.
Marine Hlospitals, j-c.

Quebec, 2101.
Montreal and other Ports, 2103.
St. Catharines and Kingston, 2103.
Halifax and other Ports in N S., 2103.
St. John and other Ports in N.B., 2103.
British Columbia Ports, 2103.
Prince Edward Island Ports, 2103.
Expenses of Shipwrecked an1 Disabled

Seamen, 2103.
Steamboat Inspection, 2103.
Jnspetion Of Insurance Cs., 2103.
Geological Surrey, 2104.
In iiains :

Quebec, 2109.
Blankets for Aged Indians, Ontario and

Quebec, 211 .
Nova Scotia, 2!14.

EX J SUP SUP xxxv

SUPPLY.-Con.
New Brunswick, 2115.
Prince Edward 1sland, 2115.
British Coluimbia, 2115.
Manitoba, 2116
Expenses Manitoba Superintendency,

2140.
Little Saskatehewan, 2116.
North-West Tcrritories, 2110.
Miscellaneous Expeuditure, 2141.

iscellaneous
Can ia (ia:te, 2141.
Miscellaneous Printing, 2141.
Unforeseen Expenses, 2142.
Commutations, 2142.
Expone of Goernment, North-West

Territories, 2453.
Expenses cf Government, District of Kec.

wantin, 2142.
Construction of Barracks, NortL-West

Territories, 2142.
Collection cf ie.nues :

Customs, 2291.
Excise, 2292.
Culling Timber, 2293.
Weights and Measures and (as, 2296.
Inspection of Staples, 2303.
A dulteration of Food, 2 0?>.
Public Works, 2303, 230. 2:307, 2336.
Post Office, 2212. 2
Dominion Lands, 2336.
Minor Revenues, 2336.

Charges ofanagement, 2453.

SUPLEMENTARY ESTIMATEs for the year ud-
ing 30th June, 1878-

Charges oJ Mhanagement, 2466.
Penitentiaries, 2466.
Legislation, 2467.
Arts, Agriculture and Statistics, 2467
Imnmiqratîion ind Qaaranline, 2467.
Militia, 2471.
V'ublic Wrorks and Biildings Chargcable to

Income, 2474.
Lighlhouses alI Coast Service, 2475,
Fisheries, 2475.
Scienti;ic Institutions, 2475.
Steamnboat Inspection, 2475.
lndians, 2475.
Miscellan nus, 2481.
Caoi ciion o!fcrivenues :

Customs, 2481.
Excise, 2481.
Inspoetion of Staples, 2432.
Publec Worka. 942
Post Office, 2483.
l)omin n ,LnIS. 2 83.

Unprovi ed Items, 2483.
FURTHER SUPPLEMENTARiY EsTIMATES for the

year ending 30th June, 1878-
liiblic Works and Buildings Chargeable to

Capital, 2529.

SUPLUMEArAa EsTNATES for the year end-
ing 30th June, 1879-

Civil Governmennt, 2522.
Adinisltration of.Just ice, 2522.
Penitentiares, 2522.
Lesila/ion, 2522.
Jlditia, 2522.
Pu",ic Works ad uildoings Ch fgeable to

Capital. 252 .
Pu a ks an I Ikim lînys Cha -ygable Io

Income, 2522.
ceanun i ai ly Seroce 2528,

Indiens, 2528.
Jbscel/aneous, 23728,
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SUPPLY.-Con.
Weights and Measures, 2528.

Collection of Revenues:
Public Works, 2528.
Dominion Lands, 2528.

CoNcU1iRENcE, 23C,6, 2530, 2549.

Supply Bill.
lo, 20 and 30, 2550; Royal Assent, 2565.

Supreme and Exchequer Courts Act.
Question, 1551.

Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill.
10, 1636 ; 2o, 2385; 30, 2394 ; Senate Armend.

ments disagreed to, 2550.

Supreme Court Business.
Motion for Return, 1582.

Survey of Bic BTarbour.
Motion for Reports, 1579.

Survey of Lingan Jarbour.
Motion for Copy of Report, 722.

Survey of Matane Harbour.
Motion for Papers, 393.

Survey of Pacific Railway-Red River
and Battleford.

Motion for Papers, 570.
Debate Adjourned, 593.
Debate Resumed, 595.

Surveys in the North-West.
Motion for Report, 954.

Sydenbam Barbour Company Bill.
14, 567; 20, 682; 30, 1523.

,Sydney Exhibition Expenses.
Motion for Return, 419.

System of Letting Contracts.
Remarks, 2254.

TASCiEREAU, Mr.

The Address, 65.
Quebec Fire Insurance Cempany Bill, 407,

486, 1206, 129).
District of Quebec, Marine, 738.
Montreal City and District Savings Bank,

1419, 1666.
Quebec Cullers' Office, 1557.
Petitions of Right, 1558.
Cases in the Exchcquer and Supreme Courts,

1561.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2077.
La Banque Nationale, 2148.
Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill, 2551.

Telegraph Charges in B.C.
Motion for Correspondence, 961.

Telegraph Line, Canadian Pacific.
Motion for Copies of Specifications, 953.

Telegraph Line from Chatham to
Escuminac.

Question, 569.

Tenders for Gun Platform, Levis Forts.
Motion for Copies of Tenders, 1207.

THE THO

The Agricultural Interests.
Amendments to Supply, 1626, 1709, 1815.

The Auditor-General.
Resolution Concurred in, 1584.

The Case of Sergeant Hart.
Motion for Correspondence, 1554.

The Coal lnterests
Amendment to Supply, 2163.

THE ESTIMATES.
Message from His Excellency, 372.

The Government Financial Policy.
Amendment to Supply, 2519.

To? hnperial Cattle Bill.
Amendment, 2000.

The Loan of 1876.
Motion for Statenent, 1851.
Adjourned Debate Resumed, 2158.

The Mlanitoba Troubeý.
Motion for Correspondence, 1418.

The Quebec Provincial Crisis.

Personal Explanation, 863.
Messages from His Excellency, 1380, 1395,

1760.
Remarks, 1399.
Question, 1408.
Proposed Notice of Motion, 1807.
Amendment to Supply, 1878.

THE TARIFF.

Amendment to Supply (Sir John A. Macdon-
ald), 854. (See T H BUDET.)

Amendment to Supply (Mfr. Brown), 1626,
1709.

Amendment to Supply (Mr. Béchard), 1815.
Amendment to Supply (1Mr. Bolduc), 2122.
.Amendment to Supply (JIr. MfacKay, Cape

Breton), 2163.

The Thousand Islands.
Motion for Statement of Sales or Leases, 1580.

THloMPsoN, Mr. (Cariboo).
The Address, 293.
Fog Whistle on Race Rocks, 569.
Telegraph Charges in British Columbia, 961.
Pine River Pass Survey, 1076.
Supply, 1197, 2199, 2288, 2289, 2290.
Chinese Labour on Pacific Railway, 1209.
Daily Mail between B.C. an dPuget Sound,

1200.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 1440.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2073.
Pacifie Railway, 2530.

TIorwsoN, Mr. (Haldimand).

Military Camps of Instruction, 570.
PubliclWorks Act Amendment Bill, 1221.
Supply, 2053, 2304.

EX.]
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THOMSON, Mr. (Welland).
Canada Southern Railway Bill. 36Q, 484,

1290, 1303, 1381, 1727.
Claims on Intercolonial Railway, 508.
Welland Canal Contracts, 716.
Agricultural Banks, 1211.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1705.

Tolis on tle Upper Ottawa.
Motion for Orders-in-Council, 2349.

Toronte Harbour.
Question, 1207. -

Trade and Commerce of British Columbia.
Motion for Returns, 368.

Trade Laws, Assimilation of.
Question, 353.

Trade with Ausiralia.
Motion for Return, 389.

T rafle in Intoxicating Liquors Bill.
11 and 20, 2385; Coin., 2394 ; 30, 2485.

T ransfer of Lands and Estates Bill.
10, 951; Order discharged and Bill with-

drawn, 2485.

Transmission of Timber on Rivers.
Question, 951.

Transportation of Rails.
Questions, 951, 1207.

TROW, Mr.
Employment of Shorthand Writers, 407.
Life Assurance Policies Bill, 567. 1670.
Pacific Railway Survey, 591.
Railway Passengers Safety Bill, 663.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1264.
Colonization Railway Bill, 1500.
Business of the House, 1508.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1527.
Pacific Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1678.
Supply, 2200, 2370.
Immigration and Colonization Committee,

2408.
Pacific Railway, 2451.

Tubing, Importation of.
Motion for Reti.rn, 726.

Tupper -House. Halifa.
Motion for Return, 1073.

TUPPER, Mr.
Insolvency Law Repeal, 18.
The Address, 95, 306.
Personal Explanation, 139.
Points of Order, 152, 593, 808, 1654.
Balances of Appropriations, 348.
Public Works Chargeable to Capital, 356.
Rivière du Loup Brancb, G.T.R., 359.
Engineer's Report, Pacifie Railway, 367.
Money Paid to B.C., 382.
Post Office Act Amendment Bill, 387, 1259,

1465.
Expenses of Special Committees, 388.
boundary Line, Upper and Lower Canada,

389, 391.

TUPPER, Mr.

THO TUJP xxxvii

Hour of Adjournment, 394.
The Northern Light, 398.
(Official Reporting of the Debates, 409.
The Budget, 444, 941.
Claima on Intercolonial Railway, 503.
Visit of Governor General to B.C., 513, 521.
Case of Judge Loranger, 528.
Pacifie Railway Survey, 590, 597, 1932.
Harbour Works at Sorel, 595.
Welland Canal Contracts, 627, 633.
Intercolonial Railway Act Amendment Bill,

801, 2205.
St Anns, N.S., Post Office, 965.
Port Hastings Mail Service, 965.
Victoria Harbour Breakwater, 966.
Distribution of Old Rails, 971.
Tupper House, Halifax, 1073.
Supply, 1146, 1818, 1821, 1826, 1831, 1832,

1834, 1835, 2103, 2105, 2108, 2197, 2Î13,
2282, 2285, 2287, 2298, 2307, 2367, 2544.

Pacifie Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1205,
1206, 1694, 2454.

Canada Vine Growers' Association, 1206.
Quebec, Mont-al, Ottawa and Occidental

Railway, 1207.
Chinese Labour on Pacifie Railway, 1210.
Public Works Act Amendment Bill, 1222,

1225, 1317, 1320 1461.
Canada Southiern Railway Co Bill, 1302.
Irnendence of Parliament Bill, 1339, 1346,

254Y.
Inportation of Malt, 1362.
Keewatin Mfunicipalities Bill, 1398.
Quebec Provincial Crisis, 1399.
Deckloads Act Amendmpnt Bill, 1405.
Missing Papers, 1407.
Duties collected at St. John, NB . 1411.
Fisbwick Express Co. Bill, 1523, 1860.
Fences on P.E.I. Railway, 1567.
Dismissal of R. J. M. Lecaine, 1569.
Services of H. G. Hill, 1569.
Pugwash Branch Railway Scheme. 1571.
Removal of Intercolonial Railway Assistant

Superintendent, 1572.
Dis:ýal of Train Despatcher at Truro,

1572.
Omce of Receiver-General and Attorney-

General Bill, 1592.4 e
Cattle Killed on Intercolonial Railway, 1640.
iebate of Duties, 1641.
Forbes' Claim on Intercolonial, 1645, 1655.
Land Claim of John Reid, 1619.
Audit of Public Accounts Bill, 1700.
Canada Central and Georgian Bay Branch

Railways, 1850.
The Loan of 1876, 1851.
Question of Privilege, 1872.
Native Tobacco Duties, 2138.
Pacific Railway (Nepigon and Thunder Bay

Branch Route), 2143.
Stamps on Promissory Notes Bill, 2155.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2162.
The Coal Iriterests, 2173.
Printing Committee Reports, 2202, 2343.
Ingonish Harbour Contracts, 2209.
Government Officials in Elections, 2232.
System of Letting Contracts, 2279.
Intercolonial Railway, 2307, 2327.
Official Reporting of the Debates, 2344.
Map of the Pacifie Railway Route, 2348.
Naines and Salaries of Officials, 2356, 2362.
Ventilation of the Chamber, 2866.
Canada Central Railway Co., 2493.
Pacific Railway, 2544.
Adjournment of the House, 2554.
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Twenty-five Cent Government Scrip.

Question, 1407.

Unforeseen Expenses.
Statement, 348.

Uniform Copper Currency.
Question, 953.

United States, 1Reciprocity with.
Question, 352, 353.
Motion for Correspondence, 367.

Unparliamentary Expressions.
The Address, 195, 197. 265.
Governor General's Visit to B. C , 524.
Welland Canal Contracts, 630.
The Budget, 777, 790.

Upper and Lower Canada Boundary
Line.

Motion for Reports, 389.

Vacancies.
List of, 1.

Ventilation of the Chanber
Remarks, 2366.

Yeteran tMiiianen, Grant for.
Question, 355.

Victoria Elizabeth Lyon Divorce Bill.
1Q, 1860; 20, 1945; 30, 2068.

Victoria Harbour Breakwater.
Motion for Engineer's Report, 965.

Visit of Governor General to B C.
Motion for Details of Ex enditure, 510.
Amendment Proposed, 521.
Amendment to Proposed Amendment, 521.

WADE, Mr.
The Address, 259.
Supply, 1199.

WALLACE, Mr.
The Budget, 663
Colonization Railway Bill, 1504.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1519.
The Tariff, 1747
Snpply, 1824, 2026.
Independence of Parliament BDI], 2039.
The Coal Interests, 2186.
Printing Committee Reports, 2344.

Wallace, Tilliam, Accounts of.
Question, 1845.

Want of'Corfldence Motion- Tie Budget.
Debate on, 937.
Speaker's Ruling, 946.

Water and Gas Suppiy at Moncton.
Resoletion to Ratify Contract, 2394.

W. B. 0'Donoqhue
Motion for Orders-in-Council, ':6

WAY WIN

Ways and Means.
Motion, 347.

Welland Canal Improvements.
Motion for Return, 2151.

Welland Canal Narigation.
Question, 952.

Welland Canal Tenders.
Motions for Returns, 623, 714.
Debate Adjourned, 662, 1119.
Resuming Adjourned Debate, 1095, 1865.

TWest Indies, Mail Communication with.
Motion for Correspondence, 487.

TVharf at Ste. Anne, Chicoutimi.
Question, 1552.

WHITE, Mr. (East Hastings).
Supply, 1155, 2026.
The Tariff, 1629.
Rebate of Duties, 1643.
Montreal and Ottawa Juntion Railway Co.

Bill. 1661.
Pacife Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1692,

2458.
Election Act Amendment Bill, 2116, 2118.
Government Officiais in Elections, 2236.
Crimes of Violence Prevention Bill, 2460,

2465.

WmTE, Mr. (North Renfrew).

Georgian Bay Branch. 409.
Subsidies to Railway Co.'s in connection with

Pacific Railway, 953.
Square Timber Cullers' Pensions, 991.
Stamps on Bils and Notes Bill, 1265, 1705.
Keewatin Municipalities Bill, 1385, 1397.
Insolvent Law Repeal Bill, 145)1.
Homestead Exemption Bill, 1522, 1532.
Brockville and Ottawa Railway Company

Bill, 1657.
Canada Central and Georgian Bay Branch

Railways, 1819.
Insolvent Insurance Companies Bill, 2009,

2037, 2042.
Supply, 2224, 2287, 2293-2296.
Tolls on the Upper Ottawa, 2319.
Pacifie Railway, 2451.
Immigration Committee's Report, 2453.
Traffie in Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 2486.
Canada Central Railway Company, 2496.

Williamsburg Canals.
Question, 712.

William Taylor, Services of.
Motion for Return, 3F8.
Question, 1269.

Windsor ard Annapolis Railway.
Motion for Papers, 721.

Vinter Communication with P.E.J.
Question, 1552

W ainter avgation of the St. Lawrence.
Motion proposed, 1275.
.Adjournied Debate-, 1661.
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WooD, Mr.
- Insolveney Law Repeal Bill, 349, 1430.

Admission of Canadian Ships into French
Ports, 366.

Port Whitby Harbour Co. Bill, 683.
Supply, 1167, 1837, 2252, 2302.
Regular Baptist Foreign Missionary Society

Bill, 1206, 1523.
Independence of Parliament Bill, 1229, 1355.
Stamps on Bills and Notes Bill, 1267, 1705.
Question of Privilege, 1537.
Pacific Railway Act Amendment Bill, 1676.
The Tariff, 1797.
The Coal Interests, 2171.
Canada Central Railway Co., 2504.

Wrecking in Inland Waters.
Motion for Returns Withdrawn, 953.

WRIGHT, Mr. (Ottawa County).
Question of Privilege, 2064.

WRIGHT, Mr. (Pontiac).
Visit of Governor-General to B.C., 515, 517.
Evidence on Common Assaults Bill, 607.

[INDEX.J YOU
YOUNG, Mr.

The Address, 207.
Expenses of Special Committees, 388.
Trade with Australia, 389.
Duty on Malt, 407.
Public A cconnts, 484.
Welland Canal Contracts, 648.
Supply, 1166.
Question of Privilege, 1315.
Importation of Malt, 1364.
Insolvent Law Repea, 1440.
Recognition of naturalized Subjects, 1551.
Rebate of Duties, 1642.
Examining Witnesses on Oath, 1807.
Point of Order, 1872.
Malt Duty Bill, 2036.
The Coal Interests, 2170.
Publie Accounts Committee Report, 2201.
System of Letting Contracts, 2271.
Printing Committee Reports, 2343, 2385.
Ventilation of the Charmber, 2366.
Ballot Papers, 2549,
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