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BACKGROUNDER DOCUMENTATION

- Affaires extérieures et

de Canada - Commerce extérieur Canada

CANADIAN PEACEKEEPING IN THE
MIDDLE EAST

Peacekeeping has given Canada extensive and continuing contact with the
Middle East since 1954. Indeed, Canada played a central role in defusing
the Suez Crisis and introducing the modern-day concept of UN peacekeeping
in 1956. Lester B. Pearson was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his
involvement in that breakthrough. Canada has participated in every United
Nations peacekeeping operation in the Middle East region.
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Currently, Canada is participating in the following peacekeeplng and other
related missions in the Middle East and Maghreb:

*UN Truce Supervisory Organization (UNTSO): observing and reporting on
1948 armistice and violations in Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria;
' from 1954 to present; 13 Canadian personnel currently assigned.

*United Nations Dis'engagement Observer Force (UNDOF): supervising
Israeli-Syrian disengagement in Golan Heights; from 1974 to present;
180 Canadian personnel currently serving.

*Multinational Force and Observers (MFO): monitoring disengagement
zones between Israel and Egypt under Camp David Accords; from 1986 to
present; 27 Canadian personnel currently serving.

*UN IraqlKuWait Observer Mission (UNIKOM): deployed in Kuwait in
connection with Gulf War ceasefire; from May 1991 to present; 45
Canadian personnel currently serving.

*United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM): investigating Iraq’s
weapons of mass destruction pursuant Gulf War ceasefire agreements;
Canadian personnel have participated in many of the 45 international
inspections in Iraq to date.

*Mission des Nations Unies pour I'organisation d‘un référendum au Sahara
Occidental (MINURSO): mandated to conduct a referendum on Western
Saharan independence or integration with Morocco; 33 Canadian personnel

' currently serving.
/2
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Frevious UN Forces in the Middje East,:in which Canada has participated are:

a

Logation | Dates Maximum
Troops
Contribution

UN Emergency Force: Egypt | 195667 1 007
(UNEF=1} '

UN Observer Group in, Lebanon‘ Lebanon | 1958-59 77
{UNDGIL] .

UN Yemen Observer MISSIGH Yg“mg.:n | 1963-64 . 36
] {UNYE}M}

‘UN Emergency Force Egypt 197379 1145
{UNEF 11} A o
(Sinai)

'UN Iriterim Forge:im Lebanan Lebarion: | 1978 117
(UNIFIL) (Apr-to "

Sep)

Fi

4

UN. Iran/lrag. Military Observer Group Iranflrag | 198891 51C
o {UNIMDG}l : :

Ng}r:e,mhar 1993
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CANADIAN DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

* . Canadian development assistance in the Middle East was initiated in 1950 with our
first contribution to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East (UNRWA). Canadian Major General Howard Kennedy was its first
Commissioner General in 1949.

* Since then, -over $770 million in development assistance has been directed to the
Middle East through a range of programs:

o Our total assistance to the’ Muddle East in general has averaged $50 million per year.
* Canada will contribute $55 mllhon to Gaza and the West Bank gver the next five years
in support of the Israel-Palestine Liberation Organization Peace Accord. This represents

a 40 percent increase in Canada’s direct assistance to the West Bank and Gaza.

BILATERAL ASSISTANCE

*. Canadian bilateral assistance was a result of our strong support for the CampDavid
Peace Accords between Egypt and Israel. This led to our first bilateral program in
. Egypt in 1976.

. In the mid-1980s, Canada responded to Jordan’s increasingly important role in the
region with a development program initially centred around efforts by Petro Canada -
International to assist Jordan in natural gas exploration and in diversifying its resource.
base. Assistance to Jordan since then has averaged $7 million per year.

* The Canada Fund for Local Initiatives {(or Canada Fund) amounts to $3.5 million
annually and complements the Canadian International Development Agency’s (CIDA)
bilateral programs with a locally administered, rapid, flexible fund to respond to grass-
roots needs. The fund is administered by Canadian embassies in Amman, Ankara,
Cairo, Damascus, Riyadh, and Tel Aviv (for the Occupied Territories).

MULTILATERAL

* Canadian rnul'tilateral assistance also has been an integral part of our support for peace
and stability .in the region. Our total multilateral assistance has averaged $30 million
per year.

* This assistance is channelled through such agencies as the International Committee of

the Red Cross (approximately $1 million per year for activities in areas including
Lebanon and the Occupied Territories); the Middle East Council of Churches
(approximately $700,000 per year) and others.

." Our contribution to UNRWA, which channels its assistance to the Palestinians in the
Occupied Territories, averages $11 million per year.
.12
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RESPONSE TO GULF CRISIS

*

In an immediate response to the hardships resulting from the Gulf Crisis.in 1990-91,
Canada made available a $77.5 million package of emergency assistance to Jordan,
Egypt and Turkey, the countries that suffered some of the worst repercussions of the
crisis.

This assistance included gas masks for Palestinians in the Occupied Territories and
emergency food assistance.

In addition, Canada has in place a $46.75 million program of post-Gulf War
humanitarian and sconomic assistance, which is being implemented during the period
1991-96. .

MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS

L4

Above and beyond our substantial aid contribution to the Middle East, Canada created

two additional funds in 1992, which are designed to provide further assistance and to
create confidence in the Pesace Process itself.

The Canada Fund for Dialogue and Development promotes co-operation and confidence
building (through seminars, workshops, etc.) on key development issues related to the
Peace Process.

The Expert Advisory Services Fund (administered by the International Development
Research Centre) is designed to apply the unique knowledge and ability of experts and
academics to the search for solutions in the region. For example, Canada financed
technical research by officials of the Palestinian negotiating team because it helped
those genuinely pursuing peace in the region to participate more constructively in the
process.

Both funds were created by CIDA and to date have dispersed over $1 million in direct
Canadian and joint international activities as part of Canada’s role in the Middle East
Peace Process.

The $55 million contribution for Gaza and the West Bank will be used to respond to
the immediate needs and long-term priorities of the Palestinians in areas such as family
reunification, election assistance, water management and environmental sustainability,
and institution building. '

November 1993
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PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Regional Instability, Global Implications
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The Middle East, straddling vital transportation links at the confluence of three
continents, has long been a region of strategic importance. More recently,
unrivalled concentrations of oil have bestowed on it a vital role in the world
economy. The persistent violence and conflict that have plagued the Middle East
for more than 40 years, and the tragic humanitarian conditions that have ensued,
have been a critical concern for the entire international community.

The Arab-Israeli Conflict

The causes of strife in the Middle East are many and complex. One of the principal
causes has been the conflict betwesn Israsl and its Arab neighbours: a formal
declaration of war has been upheld by most Arab states against Israel since its
founding in 1948. Since the 1967 Six-Day War, this conflict was exacerbated by
Israel’s occupation of territories in the Sinai, the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, the

. eastern sector of Jerusalem .and the Golan Heights. Aside from the Camp David
Accords and the Israel-Egypt peace agreement, which led to Israel’s withdrawal
from the Sinai in 1982, attempts to resolve the conflict have repeatedly failed. The
significance of these accords, however, must be noted because they served as a
blueprint for the ongoing peace process.

The Madrid Peace Process:
A) Bilateral Negotiations

The Madrid Peace Process, launched by the United States and the former Soviet
Union in October 1991, is the latest effort to resolve the Arab-israeli conflict. For:
the first time since the creation of Israel, Madrid brought together Arab, Israeli and
Palestinian representatives to address the question of peace. It also produced-a
series of bilateral negotiations between Israel and'its neighbours, --namely Jordan,.
Syria and Lebanon — and the Palestinians.

‘Eleven rounds of bilateral nagotiations have been held in Washington. These

negotiations.have been long and difficult, reflecting the depth of emotions on all

sides and the compromises that must be made to ensure a durable peace. The

Israel-PLO Declaration of Principles, signed in Washington on September 13, 1993,

and the Israel-Jordan Common Agenda,-signed on September 14, were momentous
, breakthroughs, launching a new beginning for the Middle East. Similar progress is
. expected with Lebanon and Syria.

d2
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B) Multilateral Negotiations

In Moscow; in January 1 992, the United States and Russia launched the next phase of the
Madrid Peace Process. Foreign ministers and delegates from 36 countries, including
countries- from the Middle East, along with representatives from Europe, Japan, Chuna and
Canada, began a series 'of multilateral negotiations.

The purpose of the talks is to focus on issues of regional concern and to take concerted
action in addressing them. The negotiations will likely take on a key role in co- ordinating
assistance to support the Israel-PLO agreement.

Five working groups have been established to deal with areas of pressing concern:

1) Arms Control and Security;
2) Economic Development

3) Refugees;

4) Water Resources; and

5) Environment.

Canada chairs the Refugee Working Group, whose mandate is to improve the lives of
people displaced by the Arab-Israeli conflict. Canada hosted the first two meetings.
Norway hosted the third, and the fourth met in Tunisia, October 12-14, 1993.

Canada also participatss in the other four working groups, and hosted, in September, a
special workshop on Maritime Confidence Building Measures undser the aegis of the Arms
Control and Secunty Working Group.

Canada is alsoc a member of the Multilateral Steering Group, which reviews the work of the
five working groups and plans future meetings. The Steering Group met in Moscow in
July, 1993.

Canada’s Approach

As one of the non-regional parties participating in the multilateral phase of the peace
process, Canada’s principal aim has been to keep the peace process moving forward and
to support bilateral agreements. Responsibility for resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict
ultimately rests with the parties involved in the bilateral negotiations. The multilateral
negotiations are not a substitute for those talks.

However, the multilateral negotiations do offer an opportunity for the parties to understand
the tangible benefits to be gained from an eventual overall political settlement. Canada,
with its practical expertise.in dealing with such issues as refugees, disarmament and water
resource management, along with its longstanding peacekeeping experience in the Middle
East and its positive relations with parties in the region, has contributed significantly to the
peace process. The multilateral negotiations have also offered a unique cpportunity for the
adversarigs in the conflict to make the personal contacts needed for progress in bilateral
negotiations. It was through such contacts that Israelis and Palestinians initiated the

discussions that led to their bilateral breakthrough.
.13
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The First Megting of the Réfugee Working Group, Ottawa, May-13-15, 1992

‘Canada was both Rost'and gavel at the: first' meatlng of ‘the. Hefugee Wnrkmg ‘Group,. held

in. Ottawa, May 13-15, Thlrn,lI fiva: -::Ialagatmns attended In spite of the absence of key
regmnaf partles {Israei Syrig anl:l Lehannn] the partlc:pants agresd thatithe wnrkmgcgruup

should address the human neégds.of pacpia dlsplaced by the Arab- Israel: c-::nﬂu:t

Delegates agreed to explere: concrete action'in such- areas as databases, human résource
devslopment, family reurification, economic and: social. mfrastructure development; child

walfare, public. health,,\rocatlonal training and job- craatlon
The-Second Mesting of the Refugee Warking Group, Ottawa; November 11-12, 1982

For theg first time, the:United Nations'and srael were rgpresented at a meeting of the:
Refugee. ‘Working, Group. ' Substantial agraament was raachad on'three. of the seven

themes. but RO CoNsensus was’ achieved .on the fourth, family reunification.
The Third Masting of the’Refugeé Working Group, Oslo, May 11-13. 1993

Dlscussmn on aII ‘savan areas. resumad in Oslo, wheare: progress was made on all |55UE$,

‘notabiy fan‘ulv reunlhcatmn publt-:: hiealth and child welfara Lonsensus was reached onva
tact-finding mission to tHE. regmn on. f;amlhar reunrflcat:on

t

The Fourth Meeting of the Refugee Wurklng Group; Tunis, October 12-14; 19583

It-wias the first time. a meeting: 6f the Refugee Working.Group was hield in the Middle East.

Coming after the September mgnmg of the Israel-PLO Peace Accord, the atmosphere-was
exceptlonally ca-nperatwe There was 8 cunsensus that rapu:l and wmhia changas on: the

'must not b& mrﬁrinnked

The Rafugae Wﬂrklng Group-operates i:w consensus, WJthII‘I the terms oft reference set by
the whale. group All tha, pammpants recognlze that ar'l‘f staps to be taken atthis stage

will of necessity be mcdest, and that 'the mu1t||=atarals can be.an. adjunct o, but naver &
substltute fur the hllateral 1alks.

Nevemriber 1993
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CONTEXTE

' THE ARAB-ISRAELI DISPUTE J-\ND ‘CANAD!AN SUPPORT
EGR PEACE IN THE ‘MIDDLE EAST A CHRDNDLOGY

April .Erltalr_} annﬂunces its. mtentlon torend its: Mandate for Palesting
{estabhshed under the fnrmer League of Natmns! by August 1948
The. Unitéd Nations. takes up the; problem

,Canada s B Justnce lvan Rand partlmpates in the UN Speclal

.:Cammittae uf Dhservatmn on Palesting, {UNSCOP}, whach

re-::c:-mmends a plan for & partition of n‘uaﬂdaton.«r F’alestlne into two

ustates one Arab and one. Jewish;: wth’economw,umon and 1.wn:h

1_..Jerusalem ‘as‘an mternatlonal zone administered by the UN. The 'plan
g welccmed by szs of Palestina but. opposed by Arabs.

d
il

=
=)
—

November Canada votes in: favc:ur“of UN General. p‘-‘assemhlyr Resollition 181,
.approving @ plan for pamtmn of Palestme

May * ‘The State of Israél is declared: by & provisiongl govaernment.on May 15
.amidst: what would became. the flrst Arab-lsraeli‘War.

Decermber ‘ﬁ;;a,ha:dg»'g?a;ﬁtsj;d.e;;.fﬁ¢:ﬁ_.:j:.;,-r;;-cpgnifign;tq;,ig,@veg,.,

1248 .
KMay .Canada votes in favour of adimitting Israel a5 g memiber to the:UN.
Ogtober Canada’s Ma]or-Gan&ral Hﬂward Kennady is the: first Commissioner

'Gsnaral ofthe. newl'-_.r Estabilshed LN, Hallef and Works: Agency: for
Palesting, Rafugees in the Near East’ [UNHWA}

1954-56  Canada’s Mamr-GeneraI E.L.M. Burns. heads ther UN Truce -
SUPEWEEDHF Organizafion {UNTSD‘J whlch had been astab!nshed it
1948 "to observe-and-maintain‘the: cease-fire. and to assist'in the
superwsmn -and:ghservance: of the General Armistice Agreement
gonéluded between Israel and Egvpt Lebanon, Jordan gnd Sv,rna
. (Canada current!\; provides 13 observers to.UNTSO)

BN
2
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1267

dung-

July

Novermbar-

Otober

- F -

Dafusmg the Suez Ensrs and mtroducmg thé mudern -day cnncept of UN
paacakaaplng aparatlana Canada -5 Slal::ratar!,.r of Stata for External Affalra
(SSEA], Lester B, Pearson;, initiates: a UN Hesa!ut:an astabhshmg “the. UN
Emﬁ'::r{,g,arn::'g.rr Farce TUNEF o supeivise wrthdrawal of French; Israall ‘and’
British troops from Eg\_.fptlan territery -and subaaquentlv observe demarcation
lings:gnd ths: frnntlar |nvS|na| batweasn 15raall and Egvatlan farcaa Ganaral
Burrs. is ‘apgeoiited UNEF's Chigf of, Staff. :

Lester B. Pearsgn recejves: tha Kobel F'eaca Prize-far hig cantnbutlﬂn 0 UN .
paacekeemng affurts in the Middla East

. Ganada cantributes sigials and air transpert:units, numbering sgme™ 000 ot
“the. EUGG~traop total in, UNEF l.

The:Six- Day War in the Middle East; ‘Israel accuplas .East Jerusalem, the

West. Bank, . Gaza, part-of the Gglan Halghta and Sinai.

Canada: votes n: tavoir of UN. General stsemhlnf Hesc:lutlan 2253, which
condamns the unllataral altaratmn by. Israal af tha status. af Jerusatem.

Canada, as. a. member of ‘the-UN. Sacurltv Council, votes, for Resolution 242,
which recognizes the fight.of all states to. exist withii secure and rECnglZEd
boundanas and tha need-for Iaraah wnthdrawal from tarr:tc:nes acr:upled in

......

et

Thé third Arab-lsrael War (the:"Yom Kippur Wﬂr "l is fallawad by the
establishment of UNEF-II; mandated to supervise ‘the: Israeh Egvptlan Cease;
hre and: tmop wﬂhdrawala LINEF II was wuthdrawn in 15?9 fallawmg tha

furca

The UN’Seturity. Caunml adopts Resolution 338, calllng for the
mplementatlan of Raaclutmn 242«and the start- Df "nagm:latmns batwgen’ the.
parties concerned undereapprapnata auaplcas aimed, 4t éstablishing & JU$'|:
and durable peace’in the Middle East." Th|5 pgmmpla has-been'a: canmst&nt
faature af Canada’s Muddia East’ p:::-]u:\,F

Tha«,UN D1aangagamant -Obsewer Force {UNDDF} is: put in place to contral a
neutral zone sat up urider, tha agraamant astablrshmg IsraeliESyrian
dlsangagamant in the Ga!an Halghts fa]law“ ‘the" 1973 war. This aparatlan
remaing in place tadav w:th %80 Canadiariroops prnwdmg cormmunication,
|DgI5tICH|=aﬁd techmcal SBWtCBS to:the” 133E}=memhar fan:e




October/
Movémber

1975

November

October

1978

September

'leerattun rgemzatlen {F’LG}I to partlmpate |r| UN General Aseembl?
deliberdtions,-and Canada: opposes;Resolution: 3236 which-accords.the PLO

observer status-in the Genersl Assambly And, ail mternatlenel eenfereneee

Ganada opposss UN Resolution 3379, which'states that Zionism is & form of
fagtsm. | |

Canede s SSEA the: Hnneurable Allan MacEachen -undertakes a tour of

.Egvpt Saudi Areh:e«Jerden Iraq and tsrael.

Canada's ESEA ‘the Hen-:::-ura_hle Don Jamieson, undertakesa fe:tvfmdmg
mlssmn to Egypt and |srael.

The Eamp David Aceerde kS peace agreement between Egypt and |sfael is
signed which Ieads to the 1982 withdrawal of Israell forces from- Sina..
Hewever, the framework for eddressrng the. Palestm:en preblem ultimately
preduces no. reaults -

Fallowing the, lsreeh invasion of:southern Lebanon; the UN Intenm Foree'in
Lebenen {UNFFIL} i§ established to cenflrm Ieraeh wmhdreweleend help '
Lebenen to restore. effeetwe ayuthority iA-the region. Canada: cuntrlbuted
17 trocps for the first-six.months.

The Heneurehle*Hehert Etanﬂeld submits hls f:nal reporten Canadlan
Telations with ihe Middle: Eest and North Afnca '

After the. Jiine .8 Israell invasion of Lebanon..the-House of Commons adepts ’
‘a’ unanimous motion of support for UN Secuntv CGouncil Resolution 509,
which -::aHe for tha wrthdrewal of |sraeli troops teethe boundarjas: of Lebenen.



1983

Octoher

'-ﬂgril .

Decambar

1987

Beceinber

TGRE’

Decembar-

—1—9—5&

Mareh,

June

October

His: Ma;eat*,r Krng Huaaaln Bir Talal, of the Hashemite ng::fom of Jardan,. .

Canada’s SSEA, Allan MacEachen,.vigits Syiia.,Egvpt, Jordan, Lebandn énd.
Istaet.

At the request 6fsrael and Egypt; Canada beglns ‘participation 4n the:
Multinationat F-::r-::a and Obséfvers [MFQ), 28 paacakaeplng forceestabltahed
in.the Sinai Penmsula in 1982 under the Camp David A-::r:ords Canada
prmnded eight hellcnptara crew:and :support untll IEGDA when the MFO
initiated withdrawal of the: hallcupters as'a cost-cutting maasura. Currently,
27 Canadians serve with tHis mission. S

Carada’ s SSEA ‘the- nght Honourable Joe Clark visits Jordan, Saudi -Arabia;
Egvpt and Iaraal '

Canada supports the call to cnnvane ah‘infernational pgace.confarance, it

tproperly prepared, asa mechanism for concrate. progress: ina peace: process

‘A Paléstinian uprising (intifada} begins’in territofies occupied by Israel.since;,
41867.

ThaHuuse of‘Commons Standmg Commitiee or-External Affdirs visits

Jurdan Egypt and Israel

Canada abi$taing ofi LUN General Assembly Résolution 431177 corfcerning a

Palastinian state;-the Palastinian state: proclaimed by the .Palestine Natlana!
‘Cauncil at’ Alglara in‘Novembsr 1533 is not recognized by Canada.

The Right: Honourahle Joe Clark, announgeés.the lifting ef redtrictions on the

level of contact with the.Palestine leeratlun Organlzatmn {PL@! and
Canadian, ‘support for the: FII'I.I"lCIp'E'. of F‘aleatlnlan self-detarmination in the

»ccntext of peaca negatnattans

The President of israel, Chaim Herzog, makes a state.visit to Canade:

makaa a state visit to. Ganada:

v



1990

August

Canada :as:@ member ofthe UN SECUrIt\f Cﬂunml votes in-favour

to Decamhar of Hesolutnana EEG 661, 662, 664, BBS SE-E B87, EEE! £70, 674,877

November

March

October

January.

‘March

April

and678..in. auppart of UN actmn to’ resolwa the Gulf‘crtala

Tha': Right Honourable Joe Clark, visits T:‘ur‘lggs;«_;. Jordan, Egypt ang Israsl.

Canada partlmpatas Jn g Caalltmn ¥ ‘support of UN action to rasolve-the

Gulf erisis, Canada prowdaa $500 000 in humanltanan aid through the.
?Canadlan Rad- Craas to.its Israail counterpart, Magan David -Adam, and

10 000 gas masks:for dlatrlbutmn through UNHWA to F‘alaattnlana n the:
Octupied Teriitories.

The: ngnt Horourable Joe Clark, vigits: Jordan, IsraaE Saudi- Arahla, Kuwait;
Svna and . Iran

‘Lalinchied by the.U:S..and the. then L.S.8°R,, the:first session af the-

Kiddle East-peace confarence takes:place in;Madrid. It brings tagethar"
raprasentatwaa of theArab states lsrasl and the Parestmlans
Prime Mmlster Erlan Muiraney annaunces “that Canada haa aacaptad an”

invitation to participate in the. mulfilateral, phase af”tha conferantce.

5,;"

: Tha first. sassion of the mu}tliataral round, nf the Mldcile Eaat peace
'nagnttatmna takas. plaae in Muacnw Canada 5 SSEA “the Hnnnurahla

Barbara McDougall;, Ieada tha Canadian dalegatmn Canada takaa a leading.
role.in the organlzatmn of the Ftafugaa Warking Group in the context of the-
multtlataral phase of the peace process. Canada agraaa to host the. next
maatlng of: thisgrotipsinm Ma\r 1992,

King Hussein of Jordan ::la*,rs afthrae-day working wigit to Ottawa. Topics
*diapuaaad inch_.lda Canada’s role ,‘,in"tl_ja’=-p9ac_:es‘pr.0c-eas.

Isragli Deputy F'nma Minister,. Mosha lesrm, \nsnts Ottawa. rnaata with' the
SSEA, the Honaurabla Barbara MaDougaII» and W|th Canada & Minister of
Industry, Sclanca -and Talr:hr'n::vlog';‘r and. Minister-for. }nternatlanal Trade-and
Industry the’ ‘Hohourable.Michaal Wilson

The: Ministar for External Halatmna and International Davalapmant., the.
Hanaurab[a Monigue Landry, visits: Jordan, Egypt ; and Morocco.

The fifth round -of Middle East bilateral-peacé:negotiations _:canaludasii‘n
Washingtor, D.C! '



VR,

5 eptembe’n

Dctabar

Nevember

Décember

- August

“This tenth Found of bifatéral negotiations is heid in, Washington.

The five: wurkmg groups of the multilatéral phase f:nf the. Middie East peacs
spmcess arg cunvened

1) Ecoriomic Development: Brussels, May 11-13

2) Arms- Cuntml and Security: Washmgtonv May 11413
3) Hefugeas Ottawa, May 1315

4) ‘Witer Rasources: Vaenna, May»13 15

sﬁ} "Environmerit: Tokvo :May 18-19

The'multilateral peace regotiations Steer:ng Group mgets in- Llsbon
'Mav 25.

Canada’s CUI‘I‘ILﬂatWB total contnbution io UNHWA since 1950 exceeds -
$202 ‘millign.

Tha sixth round of":bi'lateral negotiéti’dn’s réconvénes in Washington August’24.
The: second substantive round of multilateral negc-hatmns begms The Warkmg
Group on Water Resources meets on Saptember 15-16.if Washmgton ’*and the
Worklng Gruup on Arms; Contml and Security meets in Mascow: September 15-
47:

Tﬁg;s’i;cth round of bilateral nagotigtions ends"or September 24. .

The seventh found of bilateral negotiations:reconvanes in Washrngton on
October 21, with'a recess, from Qctober-29 to Novemher 9.

Thi Multilateral Werking Group on the Environment: meets in the. Hague an
October 26 2? The Working Grnup on Ecum:-mn: Devalgpmient meats in ‘Paris omr

Ottober 28-30.

The:Working: Group an- Fiefugaas meets in. Gﬁawa on Novamber 17-12:
Tha:seventh mund ot bilateral. negatlatlons ends o Ngvember -1'9:

Thé &ighth round of I;ril_‘r;itE’FaT _nqgu,tiaﬁpns*-sis gq-equ_in Washington.

The Multilateral Peace Negdtiations: Stearing Group . Megts-in Londoh.

!nwtatmns -are axtanded for the ninth round-of bjlateral negotiations scheduled to:

‘start Aptil 20 in. Washmgtun

T‘Ahg’-‘ Muitilateral '-Wnrkfrigg Group on Réfugdes meets in Osio, May 11-13..




g ‘Septembar

Octobar-

- 7 =

The- gleventh found of bilateral ﬁggdtiﬂ!‘:iqns':is h'_qlfcj'_‘ir!_jﬁr:éshin_gxgni -

“The-Government of:israsl and the PLO recognlze éach ether officially on

September: 9, 1993,

The. Dgélaration of Prinéiples is signed by Isragl-and the PLO. The SSEA, the
Honourable Perrin’ Beatty; répresants Canada at the signing cererony at the?, Whits'
House:on September 13

The Commign Agenda is-signed by Jordan:and Isradl,.in Washington, off
September 14. '

Canada hosts a spacial. -wotkshep on Maritime Confidarce Buuldmg Measures in
Sydney, Nova, Scotia, Saptember 11-13,

The Working: Groug’oh Refugess:meets in Tunis, October 12-14.
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BACKGROUNDER DOCUMENTATION

CANADA-ISRAEL BILATEHAL RELAT!DNE

Canada haa str::-nglvqar aupaurted the State nf tsrael aince lts fnundattan in 1948 ann is
firmiy committed to that. Gountry’s wall- bemg s an. Independant atate in the Middle.
East, within secure and’ reeagmzed beundanes Dver the: ‘years, we- have develaped a
braad frameworkgof agreementa and’ understandmgs wnth Istael an aueh diverss.
matters ag cultural relations,. agncui'ture trada, mdustrlal research and deveiupment
Keézlth and Canadlan studlea :

The depth of-our relationship-is exempl:ﬁed byr numereus offlc;a[ Ilnk.a and a.vast
range of private contacta in 1:989.-President and s, Herzag made a; state Visit 16
Cangada,. and, in Nuvember 19904and March 1991 the- Ser::retar'ﬁ,ar of State for External
Affalra {SSEA} visited tsragi., The SSEA alau meets regularw with the Israeli: Foraign
Minister; notably on the margma of the-United Nations: ‘General Asaembly in March
1993, Isiaeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres made anofficial -visit to: Canada There:
have alsg been frequent exchangea of official wsuts bv fédetal. and prawnclal cab:net
g:aters and memhers afv Parhament In Eddl‘tIDn tens of thousands of: Canadtens

d

Buring the receént Gulf grisis, Canada ¢ontributed $500 000 in humahitarian’
assistapce to. Israel. The -contribution was- -channelled through the Canadian Red
Cross. to its lsraeli counterpart thé Magen’ David. Adom, for 1he purchase aof
emergencv medical eqmpment end ather relief aupphas. At the. requestﬂ .of the Israefi”
-government, Canada also provided 14 000 gas masks to the; ‘Ogeupied Territories.;

Trade- remalns an |mportant aspeet of the relatlonship Israel is one-of ‘Canada’ 'S
Iangest trading partners in the Middle East ani its third-largest source of imparts from
the region. Two-way trade ‘tor 1992 was reasonably balanced. Canada ang tsrael
both activeiy pmmote their: expaorts:and have s:gned a number af,;agreernenta.
méemboranda of underetandlng -and & taxation” treaty to-ancourage further trade.. In:
April 1992, “a. Joint Ecanamm Carnm:aa:nn was held in Ottawa; the next: meetlng 5

;acheduled for March 1994, The campnaltlnn nf Canadiari- expors. reflects 3 balanced.
‘mix of mn‘ustrlal raw materials: and fulh,.r manufactured goods: Leading Canadian -
expnrta mclude crude and reflned sulphur aluminium, lumber,. aircraft'engings, ‘and
.capper and Zinc producta Israal’s Iargeat expnrts 10 Canada inciude: dlamnnds,

;appllances, yarns, agrlcultural pradunts and medlcal al:r.mpment

Dunng the wsn af Foretgn Minister Peres, agreemant wgs reached on a Canada tsrael
stnal Research and: Develnpment Fund whlch CO!TIITlItS ear.:h cuuntrv 10 prnwde
mllllnn over three ',reara to- atlmulate bilateral mdustnal and teehnlcal co-aperation:

November 1393
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Arga:

Popuiation:
Religion:
Languages:

Government:

'Head of State:

'Head of Government:
Foreign Minister:
GNP:

unicameral’ legislative hndy with 120 members i
4e|ected for a: fﬂur-'-,rear term Knesset consent is: .
required for thé. mstaiiatlon of & new Cabinet, whlch o

ISRAEL FACT SHEET

20 770 km? rh‘af‘finciuding the Oecupied Territories)

‘About 4.4 mition, of whom approximately ?48 000

are Arabs growth rate. fnr 1989 was 1.5 percent.

‘83 per ceant-Judaism, 13 percent Islam, 2 percent
,Chnstranrt',r and 2 pergent other

Hebrew and Arabic are~ the official Ianguages,
English is-widely spaken

In [&fae}, supreme amt‘rv:mrlt".'r Tests with the Knesset, &

must resign on losing confldence The. president s’
Iectad by the. Knesset.

Prime: I‘iii’!ii_'_ii;‘_t;—.‘_f N:'ii-zhak;najbjip .
Shimon Peres;
C$9576 per capita

Twvi-way trade for 1992 was rlsyas::mabl*,rr balanced.
Canada exported $1 16 miiiron of goods ta lsrael and

'|mpnrter.‘l 3131 “million.  Ohr main exportSaare

sulphur alummlum Iumber -and manufactured

:gum:ls Maijar: lmpnrts tﬂ Canada are- dlarnonds

appliances and -agricultural products.

November 1993
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His Exceilency Yitzhak Rabin
-Prime,;Miﬁietei";entl Minister of Défence
of the State of Israel

Y:tzhak Hebm wee hern |n Jerueelem |n 1922 He stud:ed at*the Keduene

His military cafeer bagan in 1940 when he joined tha "Palmach,” the alife.unit
of the Haganah. .During the-War of Independence (1948- 49}, he commanded
the Hare! Brigade, depte'-,red an the Jerusalem frant. For the next 20 '-,weere,
he servecl with:the 1srasli Defence. Forces (IDF} as foicer in Command &t fHe
Northern Cemmand {1956-59), as* Chief of Dperetmns and Deputv Chief of
Staff (1959- 64i; and ‘as Chief of Staff {1964-68), eemmendmg the IDE durmg
the Six-Day . Wer in IBE?

On January. 1, 1983 Mr. Rabin retired from muhtew servics and short!',r
aftérwards, wee appointed Ambagsador to the Unifed States. During his
years in’ Weshmgten he premeted :and consalidated the ties hetween the two
countries.

In the eprmg af 15?3 Mr. Hebln returned to 1sree| end became active in. the
Labour. Perw He was alected Mémber nf the Kneeset in Decemberﬂ 973,
and when Mrs. Galda Mew formed. her ‘government in Aprll 15?4 was
appointed Minister of Labaur.

On. June 2, 1974, he became Prime Minister 'when the Knesset expressed
confidence: in a new¢gevernment ‘tHat he had beén asked to foiri.

During Mr. Rabin’s premiership; the Gevernment placed .special emphasis o
strengthenlng the economy, solving social problems and relnfcrcmg the IDF

With U.S. mediatian; dleengegement agreemeants were: signed with Egypt and
Syria-in 19?4 followed by an interim agreement: wrth Eg',.rpt in 1975, Later
that. yeaar, the first Memerendum aof Understandmg 'was signed-bétween ‘the
governments: ~of Israel and. the United Etates

,,,,,,,

Entet;n_be," |IbEf_El‘t]ﬂg thé pa‘se,eggersuf @ hijacked Air Frenee, fll_ght




Fo]lawmg thc Ma},r 1977 elections: and until the formatmn of the Natlonal Umt:,r
Govemment i September ‘1984, Mr, Rabm served as a’ Knesset Membet of the Labour
Party in iopposition and was a. member: of the:Foreign Affairs-and Defence Comm:ttee

In the Nanonal Umty gmremments [1984 90}, Mr Rabm se.rvad as ]!vhmster af

;s.attlements a.long Israel & nerthem horder

Yiizhak Rahm was e:lected chairman of the Ismel Labour Party in its first nanonwma
primaries in Fabnmry 1992 dnd. led the: party fo ﬂﬂtﬂl’}l’ in"the Jane 1992, genera]
~elections; Tn July 1992, Mr, Rabin formed Tsrael’s 25th. Govemment and: became: 1ts
I1th Prime-Minister, 'He. lso became Mirister of Defénce, and a¢ting Minister of
"Rehgmus Affalrs and’ I.a'buur and Social Affairs.

Mr. Rabin’s: hmgraphmal ‘book "Sérvice Notebook," was piiblished”in 1979, and WS,
transiated . mto Engllsh and French,

Hls book-on; Lebanon, writien after. "Operatmn Pﬂace*fﬂr Galllee .was pubhshed in
1983;

Source: Emhassy of Istack
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CANADA’S POSITION ON KEY ISSUES.

The maifi principigs that govern Canadian palicies toward the Arab-Israeli
dispute are:

Security of Isréel

Carnada suppofts thé security, well-being gnd nghte of Iereel as a
'legltlmate mdependent state; This Has beén & fundementel -aspect of
‘the leIC‘{ of succéssive Canadian govérnments-since- the. feundetlen
ef the State.of lsrael in 1948,

‘Suppaort for.a Compreéhensive Peace Settlemant

Canada flrml*,.nr supperte ‘the 1&rael-PLO Péace Agreement signed on
September 13, 1993 The Agreement should hécome.a
eemprehenewe egreement based on UN Security. Coungil Reeelutuene
2423end 338 meludmg the- nght of-all countries in the. region 1o live..
“WtH. Secure and reeegmzed boundaries and the reguir: “ent; for
Israeli wuthdrewel from territorigs’ eccupjed in 1967: Cenede elee
f:rr‘nl*,ar supperte the Israel-Jordan Peace Agenda, signed on Septemeer
14, 1993.

Occupied Territories:

Canada does: nat. reeegmze permenent israell control over-the:
“territaries eeeumed in 1967 [the Golan Helghte, the West Bank: East
Jerueeiem and the Gaza Strip)-and epeesesell unlleterei actigns
mtended to predetermme the outcomé of negetletlene mciudmg the:
estebllshment of gettlements in-the territcriessand unifateral moves to
annex East Jerusalgm end ‘the. Gdlan: Heughte Cenede eeneldere ‘such
actions to be contrary 1o lnternenenel jaw.and unpraductive to the
peace precess

Rights of Palestinians

Cafiada recognizes that the Iegrt:mete nghts,(ef the Pelestlmene muet
be realized, inciuding: the fight t6:self:deferminationi to. be exercised
threugh peace negotiations.

i
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Thiéi“aaléjs-fiﬁ.e Liberation. Drganization

panpla Because Canada has never anfircad a ban an aII cnntacta Canad|an
officials’ have met with PLC raprasantatwas an various. occasions. Previous
rastnctldns an the.level of Canadlan contacts: wnh the PLO were [lﬁad on
March 30 1989,

Palestinian Autonomy

Canada 1‘!.1I1~5,r auppnrts the: Israal PLCI Peace: Agraamant sngnad o Séptember
13, 1993. Canada does not racagnlza the establishment of an mdapandant
Palestinian : ‘state; ‘as. announced in Algiers, i November 1988, Canada 'S
position, hiowever, does not. excludé the creatior. of a Palestinian state if that
were decided by the-parties- thraugh negotiations,.

Support for Fair-minded Peace Initiatives

Canada firmly supparts cdnstructwa peace. Iﬂl‘[iEtIUES such as the Camp
David. Accarda of 18979, the Raagan initiative, df Septama 1982 and the
Madnd bllataral negatlatmns Iaunchad in E:-ctabar 1591 bv tha Unn:ad Statas
iDacIaratldn le 1ha 1982 Arab Summlt calhng fdr Sacunty Cdunml
guarantess-for all states. of the ragldn, including Israel, the daalsmn of the’
’PalestlnaeNat:anat Councll 1o aacapt SECUI‘IT\! Cnuncll Resolution 242 as a

"basis for peace negntlannns, and the mutual recognition annnuncad hv Israel
‘and the PLO,

Status of Jer aaal_én‘i‘

Canada ballavas that the status of Jarusaiam can: [} resolved only as. partiof
a ganaral sattlamant af- the Arab-lstaéli dlapute and appaaas ISrael’s
UﬂllaTEFEH ‘annexation. of Eaat JJerusalem.

Progress Through Dipl‘nma“t’i‘c :Suppdrt- and Practical Contributions

Canadais a strnng advocate of moderation.and d;pldmatlc support fdr-’thaaa
who take fisks for peace. :Canada: has arnphamzad the. rrnadrtanca of
practlca[ cantnbuaana :such as pamcipatmn tn paaaakaaping faraes. SUPpOrt
for human rights and the establishrrent of dévelgpment assistarice. programs
in the region.. :

od3




United Nations Resolutions

Canada opposes all attempts to prejudge the outcome of negotiations by
one-sided resolutions in international fora. Successive Canadian
governments have been concerned that the polemical nature of many
resolutions diverts UN agencies from pursuing their mandates. Canada has
strongly opposed any move to suspend or expel Israel from the United
Nations or its Specialized Agencies. However when UN resolutions, such as
the applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention to the Occupied
Territories, have identified Israeli actions as unjust, Canada has supported
them along with virtually all of its Western allies.
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~ Minister Yitzhak Rabin : November
16-18, 1993. --

43270401




