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Text or a stat emfent Made on October -30, 1953e by the

Canadian.Repir6881itativ6, Mrs. A&.L. Oaldwell,; in the Third

Ccommittee of tiie eigiithsession of the. United Nations

General AsseniblyD New York. Agenda item 12.

This general debate wiio is lOW Lntolding with

respect to Ohapters IVand V ofthbie report of the Eoonomie

and Social council provides an opportunity to commrent on

rnuoi of the. constructive workthat is being carried ouIt in

the social, iiumranital'ian and c~ultural field by the United

Nations, oejrried on witiiout controversy, witiiout fanfare

and withou1t êiscord.

one cannot tail. ta b. impressed, on reviewing

the relevant sectionsB of Ohapters IV and V of~ the. xEcosoc
report, by the. quiety effective nature of the work of sacOi

bodis a theSocalGommision, the. Population Commission,
th-omisstion &onithe Status of Womien, 

the. Narootios

Commission, and otiiers. No one can deny that tiiese

Commissions are workiflg induiBtriously 
and zea.ouis1y, and in

Most instances, *ttOOtivOly. M~ost members woudd, I amn sure,

agree that they are fuj.tilling witii reasonable efficiency

the funotiCils and purposes for wiio théy were .etablisiied,

Tii. very tact that tiiese undertakinugs are being

Pursued go etteotive.y, and go quietly, tends to oxdmn

tb.êm ta> s.mi-obliTion: tiiey p855 almeet innoticed in the

dbtes of the Genera. Âssembly 'and of the Thifrd Commite.

Few~ resolQtions are brotight forward ceonening th>ese Mters:
no ontoyesy enftres arola>fd tiiem0  They represent in at

the olidrcer or accomplisiiment on the. part of h Uie

Nions in thie social, iiumanitarian anfd OlltilPal fielda, To

suchi an extent is tis the case tiiab one te almost~ led t

the conluoniiZ tiat it is in thoso areaBs ofUieÈain

activity where the Genera). Assembly has passed~ the t eweut

r'esoliitioti8 - where it has contented-i.tse1t instea4>'with

laying down broad policy direc~tives in the. 
early years, and

has left tuture initiatives to the. subord.inate organe -

Qunil5, dornfissiofl5, Sub-Commi5s5i0>ÈI, and go on -f est*bished

to dai 'with parti&daP probleafi that the. rost real progess
is being made.

In most instances tiiese stabordinate organs ofthbe

Uitd Nations5 have sucooeeded wien liett to work u hi

Polems t q1seves, and their reports come owr toflthe

IÈOSCand tê ths Assembly in a form which maes it possible,

ebr heir problms> to 'be taoed and dealt with on a reasonable.
bai ot clarity, conci58fleB and d4epatch.

This~ was not alwayB the 4gage, Mydlea

tOn ealTh for exapl the YGI'Y considerabl d~iffcutis

Whioii certain of tiie Commissions, notably the Social.



Commission and the Status of Women Commissione had inestablishing their work programmes on a sound andpractical basis.

The distinguished representative of France whosits in thÎs committee, who is a veteran of seven.yearsservice with the Social Commission and1 who was ý'Cha1rMaj, otthe Temporary Social Commission in 1.946 before the ?ermaneýCommission was established ' will, I amn sure, be able VocorroboraVe whiaV I have said Lfrom his own-rich personalv~pe4noe o f ar as the Social Commission is conerne.4~ TIearly rports of th1e Social. Commission and of the Coamissiion the Status of Women encountered mtach more. diffîculty a'stirred up mucli more controversial debate in the course oftheir passage through ECOSOC and the Assembly than they donow. Canada lias been repres8nted on the Social Commissionfor seven years ever since it was f irst established0. Throtyour own peroa service on that Commission over a four~ye peîd and latr through the service of our -presentreprsenativ, M. Crry, who tdia year pres idêd, asCi 4qan-o th~e Cmmission, Vhe Carnadian De1egation lias beeable t foo et clos>e range th~e evolution of the SocialComsso fr a loosely.kniit, badly-ogaized9 înef1icien-f unctioning unit'. Vo a quietly effective oQrgaR, self-discIplined and in.control of' its work programme, whoseoprat.os now rfleot considerajle1 cre&i oz the UnitedNain. As Canada cppmes to the~ end off its sevenjth year ofservice on the Comission.ain retires~ temporarily fromzmemersipth Canadin Deeg iÏ g3lad to tale thdisopotnt topay tribute Vo the way iwhich the SocialComisionha "cpme of agell an~d go4.ned both maturity andpresie a the same tim, we would w4uh to incudeu4 in thiiýe xpressîon of appreqîation the very etfective.work wh&ch ha-E,,beenp e4pido y th Secretariat under the capable dîrec'-ýtion o Mî Jli4a Henderson In suport of the Ooaatssion's

~W4at have said about the, wor.k of the Soilcommssio appli e al w4.th equal foc to the NarcotiLs,the Ppuat. on, an atus of Women Comissions. Mento-ha azedybee mdeinanearlier deate orth work oftqhi Sttso Woe Commssion. coise ienty donot> inteii4to dseus itagaizi in azzy detail, and wu. sail hav an<>1 o rtuiity tp commenit on btie wor of the Pplation Commis5ýwhe. te r-gluton utf orward In the namea of the dêlegatÎl
A/0-/L.63/Ry. iscon44dered at ~a later stage~ In tuis

bzi;ry' he 4aportant work acoplîshed duing this pastin the fil of nact qontr.~ The su:nea$n<o ut-com oftheUn' ied atinsOpium Qonerence, hl tthe~Headguarters here in MIay and June of this year, andattendedbyrpeenaie o4 Sbttes marks a tery'important foY-
war4st4 in thi fed Th t ly4Q 34Sae sge h
ag'e'h drtoo adpe ot the Cofrne whchlWo

of, Opium, cocstitutes the best possible proof of the progZre9tht ha een mae. y w -g4ermn hops establish itb9
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Attention should also ba drawn to thie new fields
whioh the Narcotios~ Commission~ has begun to explore in
recent years, by taocli4ig the problem of drug addiction
and the. question or syntlhotio druigs. The probom of' drtig
adiction is of course as old almost as humanity itself-
but not uutil recently have thle preventiye and.curative
aspects of thiis problea begiun to receive, on bile part-of
governments generally, bthe serious considepabion wiiol
thÂey merit. lb is hearbening tq note tbat bile Oomaission

hsreçquested the Seoretariat to give relativeîy higli
priority to thle stuidy of this problem.

A4s f or thle devel.opmenbs in the. fi4eld of th~e
produtioni anid use of syntlietic d.ruags, they represent a
XkOw, and In~ many wayAa reY0lutioI[aPy problem 1in thii8 field.
,The "~unties wIhici pi'oduce wliat mDighit lb termed the

"natural narcotios are. r.eXatiyely few in rnumbe :~ and
international machinery ftor the. contrl or produc-tion and

disribtio ofnarcotics lias in thie pasjt been geared to
that fact. But now, wi.ti bthe developmenb t oftiese
'¶sythetic" druags, thle number or coumtries wh4ilh are
ipoteni producqors is coneid.arab]j enlarged. New
teolnIqiaes of international ratio4.u&, allocation and
oontroJ. must now b. developed., and in that connection,
existing machLJiney may 1'aye to be reMO4deflle or overhauled.
My governpment wJill coninueL t fo0lwwi 4.nt.rest the,,

19ork tha is Ibeing und.ertaken i.n thie cUonncion, leading
tote establishmenlt of a ~sinle Consolidated Convention

~~pI~ng bhe nine wichoi are now i.n exiseeo, as well
as th~e consolidation, rationalization and more effectiv.,

oo-oi'dination of tile work of sucil bodiesas thbie Narcotics
Com~missionl itse.fe bthe P>erman~ent Central Opium Board and
the. Drug Supervisory-Body.

gjay I turn ziow t.o Chlaper V of thei Councîî's
Repor andê te the important questions dealt with thei'o,
Before dealing wit4i the questions of thea humazn rghts
covnants, thie U.OS. prop~osals, or the problam o reedo
of ifaton, I should firat likeç 1to ay, a wor'd abu
theposition of the Humanf its Commaission it8lt. Thr
havebee a numbei of ocasions in1 p>&t ypai's - and the
Presnt ebae i axnotr asicl occaion - wlien th~e Caian

Delegation ha wished tiat botil the Gen.ral Âsebl n
théEcoo and SociXal Council4 w uld show a gi'eaer amount

of copsidrat44 for the position of' the Commission, an
a great8ei' amout of atinc, t9olerance and. fo.,urace. in

regad t th progress of dt work. Dedlaration of Human
Rigts or l4. mankind~, and the convenants wiioi are designed
to gi e hm ubstance and reality, cano be drafted-o

timeandile final i'eatlts whe thy ' qm.'g. tor' tý consideta-
tion of this Assembly will be ail th~e bebter for l4ie Vime
.and paient care that are layishe on them.î Humanity lias gorie
for' thosad of' yeaswitlouZ capturing in wor&s or legal

forulaion w1ieh can be bidngo *f. ob1r êts, al1 of
themanfol asiraion ofmakind which we are now u.êking
to eboynth ua Rgts.ovenant Gan we nit contain

04relvs i patience~ Jus a lit4le loner, and gir, to the-:

4rel rasio the.o hand è>4'to them-ba4k in 1945 and> 1946?
Tre the Comisio ha no been aýwoi'k on thase coynats

.e laet few years bothl Aszl iAsseMbly and



- 4 -

have Beemed Vo be latpatient Witàlathe progress or thsGaMMissioai; haves eq4-ed kt tiMea te jack un4erstand.in
of' Vhe genUiae diffialtes taQdb teCmisiniteaolviag Some Of its Most PerPl6xing d4$4puas. and haves'cons. iarttly rîelded iltogethér toc oftn to th9e tempttVilto t4Ig at the coat-tails of the Commisp ione to offrt~ it4advioe on tisi or that particu1ar aspect of its problim,Vo distytot'it aVt~tention £rom its mail task syafriilgresclugtons and dÎre*tives urgîng VU.. ' tbt partiô' lB7cours~e of action. These initiatives hqýye nio doubtbetaken-witha t~he, best of' inVentions: 'but the netrsu 1' il,view oftVhe Canadian Délégation, has beeft to overlo'ad aànddistract ths iluman R1,ghIts Commissîon, and Vo prevent iV fletteoti*telyýkeeping oontroi over ità own work programmean gna in a manner comparable te that made p ossibi~e fothsr comissions. In conséquence of thîs, theCanadinDelegation~ onsiders, it préférable~ to' aoid èexdîng fXurth6

respetto those sections or olauaes ofV the coyenansÏvihàe tyet~ bêên tol*mu1ated by the. Commission lin fil.p foThe maitn task efthe Commission remains thet of' co1pè- .ngthe d-àtMà of th~e covenants in a fora whti4 w1.1l make iVpossible fo t& ~hem to be passed on f'or' theý'àoniderato ofEGO5OCG and the Âtsembly.

~feBifi Regarding the the Unfited States propo X1ssugs~tïn an acton programme for pr'omoighmn bgt7,we.Lar goeatefu~l toe repr.têntative ~of the United Sttsfcý.teexln o gien a' tew days ag st th.'iiîin'w*hieh those propo s>ls wêre pu fo'rwr nd à théirope. As you are aware the United States propoal wers-.subîtd to Nembep States and t6 the UnitdNtosspecializedagencies with Vhe r. quest tha éc *fln sQ%forwarded by QOtober 19 if' possibe JO We unertad that~oomments trom four or five Soesrnments an4 one SpeclalizsdAgânoy hav nêi tisn Ëeoêfred by thre Secretàr'V 0  Togae orwithb geviwa ether goTê pxjisý, th aaia>oenmûn1ot .on it possible, in'yiîew o h-sot Veldo tmto stdy tem with fuill attenition se are'f e hoiinth&t thsso proposals< deserve eiu cosiet on~atin odrt be able to b~e in a ÇPo$ tXon tefomltour iewson te4r' implicatins, the Caaia Delai

gbvenmnt eo c ting. hs commns tgterwth view expressed b d1sgates in~ theTidCmi
sol4d th4bê transm ,tVed Vo the Commiso - a -gt

of. e the General Âssembly±h- coureô:atô olseem to uas to:Jbewi, and wi~l't têflI pýrunttVember Stts to Judg, thé merits and th rctjaîiyo

Tht. £que.q o i aalso one whioh dseres~ seîusadJae-rU

,*ho~ wa apqntd t ye by EOG sadomet"à,"oo
qxa1ntini Deaig generall1v wiVk thA nnifin A¾

produo
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and tarit t and brade practices, sLach a document cannot
b. treated ini any hasty -manner.ý

Trhe Canadian Delegation, consoioas orf the
laportance off the quiestioni of f reedom off information,
wishes to join with other delegations which have expressqd
the-view-that this quiesti.on, togetkier with the Report orf
the Rapporteur, sho ' ad b. giveii priority at the seventeenth
session orf BOOSOC and that the Cou.noil should fformuilate
recommendations f or the consideration off the General Assembly
at its ninth session.

I do not propose at the present time to deal
with the speoific drart breso.'.tions 110w beffore this
Commibte. and I reserve my right bo comment on themt if
necessary, at a later stage.

(Note:- No resolatiol5 were adopbed u.nder this item, the.
subjeot mabter boi'ng deaJ.t with under bther itées)



E

~J ~
~ u~r4

~ J

j t-

j <#

j

)

~ '1

<t iL

J ~ J

i N ~ i

q j

i.

Düß üJly ll29


