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“WE CANNOT

BY REV. DUNRCAN

TA¥E RICHMOND.” ‘

MORRISOX, BROOKVILLE; C.W.

—

« Ho that is slow to anger is better than the mighty ; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that

‘faketh a city.’—PROVEERBS XV 32.
2 * * % * * *

In the second place, the slavery in the one
«ease is much more galling and degrading
than the other. The bondage which s feeble
<and conquered race has to endaee is often all
“but jnsufferable. The history of war shows
ug too plainlyhow little the conqneror regards
the feelings of the vanguished—how ruth-
lessly he enters into the quiet villages with
firo and sword, and into the homes of defence-
‘less citizens with iron tramp, slaying the
-mother with the child, glatting every foul and
lawless passion until satiety. You need not
be told how defeat is often aggravated by in-
sult aad violeuce, sud hew, whea pesce aud
order are restored, ¢ heavy, grinding yoke of
bondage is imposed, sometimes too heavy to
be borue. Still a reslly noble und brave
-people are not thus necessarily degraded.
History tells us of more than one nation over-
come by numbers but not sabdaed, muivtain.
ing their truc manhood and: breathing the
troe gpirit of liberty, which only bides its
time to assert its fndepeudence. Buch was
the case with our forefathers when cooped up
amidet their native hills—~when smarting
under a foreign yoke. And cuch is the case
with ke brave Poles at the' present day.
Overmatched aud overcome by numbers they
_submit for the tiine, hut the spirit refuses to
succumb.  In ench a case there is subjection
but no degradation, for there is no loss of
sell-respect, no base consent of the will or soft
yielding to a state of oppression; but on the
contrary the spirit loatbes aud reluctates
against such a humiliztion, and remaias brave
and free. It is the inward couseut, not the
~outward pressure that defiles and degrades;
und so long as a people refuses in heart and
soul to yield, they caunot be debased. But
it is otherwise with the boudage of sin~~the

rule and reign of evil principle. Take, for
example, the slavery. of gross sin—the case of
the unclean man, the intemperate man,-the

V0L 4

passionate mau, the intensely worldly man, or
the man who sells himself body and soul in
order to advance his temporal interests. Is’
there no real bondage in such a case? If
there be any one now listoning to me of such.
a character, let him speak and he will tell yon
kow hateful and gailing is the slavery of sin -
—how against better kuowledge, and meny
warnings and inward remonstrances, he is
driven on and on like a galley slave to his
haunts of vice—forced to rise early and sit
late to feed passions that he cannot satisfyw—.
holden by the cords of iniquity so that hs.
cannot cease from sin. Place before such a
man bis pecaliac terptation and he falle—
yields as ready as the heavy, beading tree to
the storm. There is one reigning principle
of iniquity in the children of disobedience,
sometimes taking one shape and sometimes
another, but in every case it is the dominapt
principle, aud all the powers of the sinner,
body aud soul, are luid under contribution to
minister to it. Here it is passion, not high
ptinciple that rules—a pampered appetite, a.
debaging lust—not your nobler and better-
feelings und aspirations;—all these must yield
and become the miserable hacks and drudges
to grinding masters that never say enough.
‘This is the form in which gross sin reigns over
the soul, and with such cases we are all
familiar; but there is a more common form
with which we are ail still more familiar: I
meau au uuregenerate heart. Ilerd there is
no gross sin overshadowing the life—no de-
basing habit lording over the soul ; but here
also the power of sin reigus no less supremely,
though less cougpicaously. You feel, O sin-.
ner, that your life, though fair in the sight of
wan, i all wrong in the sight of God—that
you are not prepared to. die, that you have no
comfort in turniug your thoughts to God as

.your Father in heaven, no delight in his law

after the inward mao. You have sometimeg
g8id in your more serieus moments, “ O thay
He. 38
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I wero & Christiali-"that I Ea6w §ométhing i‘there‘nbt‘q slavery in"such a case worse, more
of the glorious liberty of the sons of God " ,galling and unbenrable, than any which per-
But your longings Were of ghort daration, | tains merely to-the body; and would it not be
like the morning cloud and the early dew |m mobler and a better thing than even having
Which soon piisbéth &way. Youbie constions |a share in taking a city, if such an one wero
of a power that is carrying yon away from | to strike for his libetty, to grapple-with this
“héaven and'holidess, and God #nd all bright | mighty foe, t0 rise up from his degradation,
“and beaatifal “things—of a strong hand laid , and, in Christ's great name, lay hold upon
"uppu you, from which you have tried to:etemul life, and enter upon a new caveer with
_'escupe in vain. Your best resolutions have , full purpose of and endeavour after the new
‘Tafléd, your best efforts were fruitless, and you obedience 2 And 0, if you only understood
fiow dee the sun of your life setting in dark- )how strong ‘you are in God, and how welcome
“fleds, and your best duys gone. There is a : you are to take unto yourself, dear reader, the
slavery here no less real than in the former | whole armour of God that you may stand in
‘case, a soft, éasy compliauce with the world's ' the evil day, you migkt even rice up and walk
Ways and the heurt's desires,-a quiet drifting ‘ forth in the glorious liberty of the children of
with the tide, which will surely carry you to ! God, and sing that old psalm with a deeper
“destruction. The enemy has you in his thral- ' meaning than ancient Yerzel ever kuew, “ My
‘@om as really as the angler has the baited fish | soul is escaped as « bird out of the snare of
in his power. He docs not harshly and vio- ! the fowler; the snare is brokep, and I am
“Tently drag his vietim to the shore, but on the e prd ! Such a triumph indeed would be
“contrary gives bim plenty of time and plenty ' a greater and a grander thing, the text assures
of tine—lets bim play round and round with a ' us, than taking a city.
narrower sweep and ever weakening strength, i In the third place, the victory in itself is
antil he flutters helplessly at his feet. And  more noble and the yesulls more lusting and
fio with the great cuemy. He bas his decep- | precious in the one cuse than in the olher.
tive baits, bis guileful arts, bis cords of ini- | There is an jnward slavery baser thau any
quiity with which be holds the sioner, and will | bodily servitude, and there s an iuward roling
hold surely unless & mightier than he inter- | of 4 maw’s spirit far surpassing in dignity the
pose. And yet all ihis in view of the pro-'pomp and spleador of exrthly dominion. The
visions of the gospel, within hearing of a!bighest rank to which we can rise is that of
“Fdther’s voice, within reach of his outstretched f being made kings and priests unto God;
srm. Here there is a real degradution of | and the noblest conqurst is that of bringing
épirit, and an ever-growing weakness, which | every thought into cuptivity to the obedience
is sure to end in spiritua) death. Here there | of Christ. The inward trapscends the outward
i8 a desolation more awful to contemplate than | strife.  The moral surpasses the physical
" that which follows the plowshare of the con-! triumph. The power of command is greater
* queror, or the lawless soldiery upon the evein the one case than iu the other, aud the
of battle when intoxicated with victory. And | victory all the more honorahle. 1n the shont of
if it would be ahateful thibg to see the coemy ! triunph that goes up from the battle Held
enter your home, living daily under your roof, | there is often nothing wmore than the
“obtruding his bateful inspection -even into ! triumph of brute force,~the favorable con-
“your secret hours of retivement—if the aucient | juucture of circumstances—tbe overmatehing
* Jew hated the very sight of the publican sit- | power of numbers—and the asccndavey of
"giug at the receipt of castom, because remind- | coarse aud carnal elements; and there over
: ':’ing him of his bondage—bow- much more | follows the proud and godless boast of the
“ddious and degrading is the constant presence | king of Assyria, “ By the strength of myhand
“bf that ‘ebemmy that -Cifersithe very eoul; re- | I have done it, and by my wisdom for Iam
> gides in _our spritual house ‘not'madé with | pradent; and-I have removed the bounds-of
-h'w\ls, ,Jellitig " and ovétshadoting il its | the people,-and I'have put down_ the.inkubi.
movefents with his abominations 1.”.Q say.is | tants like a valiant man.” There is muchygelf-
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complucency and godless vanatiog aad vice | though they may vever be inscribed on monn-
and crime connected with every city that is | mental brass or published in the lists of-great
taken, and there mingle with the shouuts of | conquurors, they. will be founds written. jo. thes
victory many o widow's wail.and.orphsn’s tear, ; Lumb's.book of life, and theg will. be cunfesged,
for.every battle ofthe warrior is with.canfused | by Christ vn that,day when the secrets of all,
noise and garments rolled in blood, But in | hearts shall be revealed; and when many why,
those bloudless battles where no souad isheard | now-occupy a large spacu in the world.shall,
and:no smoke is seen, that pertain to self-on- | rise tv everlasting,shame and contempt. And,
quest—in those triumphs over temptation— | let mo add, that it is only here where this,
inthose calm, holy acts of self-deniat which | warfare can bo waged. There is no conflict,
the world caunot appreciate, and of which uo | in heaven, for there entereth nothing that de;
human breast was conscious but your own— | fileth, or worketh abomination, or maketh g
in the repression of ambitious longings aud | lie. There is no couflict in hell, for therg
the calming duwn of swelling pride and passion, ; every good priuciple is rooted out, and everg.
what & mightier than humaa power.is preseat, | noble aspiration is quenched—there all is de-
what divine elements sre brought to bear | feat, desperation, despair. Bat here in thig
upoa the strife, aud how sweet aud blessed tie | distant world, duriug our little day, the battlg
rest which ensues! Happy indeed is that | is to be foughtwhich is to determiue our ever-
man or wowan that has learaed so to rule his | lasting destiny—whose issues are to reach
spirit—so tv deuy himsudf—so to luok beyond , forward through all ages, and whose fruits arg
man and things scen and temporal, and stay ; at once peace tu the soul and glory to God.
himself upon the Lord, and maintain that ; No wonder that angels and archangels lopk
meek and quict spirit which in his sight is of | down with holy wonder af the things pertaig-
greut price. That is a victory of a nobler iug to salvation, aud watch with interest the
kind, the text assures us, than takiog a city; | vesult of those battles which are so sublimp
and many a one competent forthe one,as wellas  in their natare aud so far-reaching in their
the great Bastern conqueror, has failed mise- | cousequences. We watch with juterest the
rably here, many a one that rules like a tyrant , movements of great armies—the advancing
at home aud on the field is weak and unstable | column, the deadly onset, the gallant dash and
as water,—eusily put out of sorts, when ) the routed foe fleeing in dismay, like sheep
agitated with troubles or pride or passion. { without a shepherd upon the hills, and we
And the loud voice and the angry frown and | gather something of the sume enthusissm
the violent,hasty word ever ready for utterance, ; which fires the conquering soldier ourselves,
show how weuk e is; aud his frequent regrets | s we look on and witness his nobie deeds ;
show how little rule he has over his spirit, aud | but 0, how vastly more important must those
how little sympathy with Him who endured | battles be which engage the interest of angels
the contradiction of sinners; and who, when | and the spirits of just men made perfect. Ang
there were many to witness against Him, liudeed when we remember the value of the
remaiued calm,possessing His soul in patience, } soul, it is not surprising that there should be
and enjoying that peace of God that passeth | such au interest felt amongst them for its pro-
all understanding.  This is the high warfare | gress in holiness—that there should be joy in
which the teut sets before us as a better thing | beaven over oue sinner that repenteth. It is
than taking a city; and this is the warfare to | the soul, the immortal soul, for which Christ
which we wonld urge you on from day to day | died, that the battle is waged ; and when thet
—all of you, for all, as the poet says, battle is won, which consists in bringing it
.+ . . Almayhave, under the reign of holy principle and nof
XIf they dare chooso, & glorious lifo or grava. stormy passion, wa can easily sco the force of
A‘nd fhough the pames of those that so dis- | the text, “ He that is slow to anger is greater
tmguush- t!{emselyes may never be known be- | than the mighty, and he that rojeth hus L'pirig-
yord the little circlo in which they moved—- | than He that toketh o city.” I
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To conclusion, let mo urge you to prosccute | when, in the prosecution of this holy warfare
this Lioly warfaro, and so to cover yourselves | —in storming the citadel of sin, in scaling the

with a higher glory than pertains to this!heights of hedven's loliness and heaven's
world. O, dull, dead souls, yielding softly to | glory, in making good our position in that

the words, ways, and besetting sins, will
nothing rouse you to fight the good fight of
faith 2 Will yo rather be ruled than rule?

kingdom thiat camnot be moved—we must
retire, we cannot tuke that city which hath
fourdations, whese builder and maker is God.

‘Will nothing constrain you'to strike for your | That city has already been taken—that king-
liberty, aud come under the batuer of Christ ? | dom has already been won, for 1Te that is the
‘We admive the brave men who come forward , Captain of our salvation has already gone
in the hour of their country’s need to repel " there and written His name and our names on
the invader, and we celebrate thelr praises . its mansious of blessed rest, and His language
with many a song and many a token of in- ! to thee, O weak, wavering soul, is, “Let not
gratitude ; and were it otherwise with them ' your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,

—were they to prove recreant to their high
trust and tamely submit to the foe, who would
not join in their exccrafion? But what
cowards are those who shrink from the battles
of faith and conscience, and busely yield to
sin, whose servants they are? You have 2
victory to win—a nobler victory than taking
a city. You have a foe to encounter that
will require your utmost watchfulness—that
will require you to take to yourself the whole
armour of God, that you may stand in the
evil day. Strive now, for the band of a cruel
caemy is upon you, that will not casily relax:
his grasp. Strive now, for there are passions !
within you ever growing in strength, andi
which, if unsubdued, will prove your everlast-
ing tormentors. Strive now, not in your own i
strength, but in the strength of Him who can !
make you a conqueror aud wore than a cou- |
‘querdr.  Under Iis leadership there is no
auch thing as failure. Often the utmost efforts
to take a city are unavailing. Months and
years of weary toil cod in repulse and fearful
" glaughter. We have watched with some in-
terest the movements and counter movements
‘of two great armies for three successive sum-
mers, and noted the more conspicuous actions
—citics taken and fields lost and won—which
have attended this saddest of wars. We have
seen especially the great army of the North
drawing near to the chief city of the South,
fighting bravely und wajting patiently, as men
ought to do, for many days, under a scorch-
ing sun, and after all obliged. to' confess, in
théir most widely spread organs, Wie-canyar )
waks Ricixonp ; buf never shall the day come

i

believe also in me.”

WHICH 1S BEST ?

There are other hevoes than thos
whose names grace the pages of written
listory,— heroes whose deeds are unwritten
save by the pen of the ieconding angel.
Exzch human bkeurt is a battle-field; and
every humnan being will, in the end, come
oif congueror or conquered.  Every day
there is skirmishing, and sorietimes heavy
fighting, between the forees of right on the
one hand, and of wrong ou the other. The
child stanching with lips tightly compressed,
lest the words of anger or passion should
burst forth, is waging a hot waifate, and
gaining a viclory which bis gond angel
will veeord with more joy thun he would
the most dazzling triwmph  of merely hu-
mnan pewer.

The teacker, patiently treading the round
of school-room duties, and faithfully
inculcating in the minds of her young
charge lessons of piety and patriotism; the

{ seamstress, toiling unwearyingly over her

needle, day after day, for the support of
those dependent upou her; the soldier’s
wife, cheerfully bidding ber husband Ged-
speed, as he departs for the scenes of blood,
and crowding back the tears lest they
sadden bis heart; ail these are true heroines,
and at last may wear brighter crowns thian
mady a far-famed hero.

Other noble lives have been worn away
under thestern disciplineof suffering, At
first tho restless soul chafed, and beat "
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‘against the bars of its flery prison; but as
the furnace-fires burned higher-and fiercer,
though the whole being quivered with
anguish, the subdued spirit whispered,—

«8o T gay, trusting, ¢ As God will,?
And inhis hottest fire, lie still”

And so, as the years rolled by, the lincs
of suftering on the pale face grew deeper,
and the look of patience more settled, till at
last the reward came, and as the Christian,
perfect through suffering, went home to
glory, the recording angel closed his book,
and wrote upon it in shiving characters,
— Vicrony.”

Thank God! a blessed lifo lies within
the reach of all. It may not be for all to
share in what the world calls glory. Every
head cannot be graced with the crown of
earthly honors. There are but few whose
approach is welcomed with booming can-
non, and the ringing tread of military dis-
play. But many an humble soul, weary
and.worn with its toil and warfaro here,
goes home to find a crown full of stars,
and to meet the welcome of angel hosts.

Which is best worth the striving?—
Mother's Assistant,

NEGATIVE RELIGION.

In these latter days of ease from perse-
cution, a profession of religion may be
made, and a decent outside preserved
without much cost. There is one class of
professors, and that by no means a small
one, made up of those who have received a
religious education, have been trained up
to an outward conformity to the precepts
of the Gospel, who abstain from the open
follies and corruptions of the world, but
remain quite satisfied with a negative
veligion,

, They do not profane the Sabbath.
They do not neglect the ordinances of
God’s house.

They do mot live without & form of

prayer.

They do not take the holy name of God

in vain.

Tbeyfdl? not run a round of gaiety and

olly. ‘

They arg not drunkards.

They are notswearers,

481

They do not bring up their children
without <ome regard to religion.
The, Jo not cast off the fear of God.

BUT

They do n0f Love him.—Deut. v. 10,
vii. 95 Matt. xxii. 87,38;1 John v, 3.

They do not delight themselves in him
—Psalm xxxvii. 4.

They donot esteem his Word more than
their necessary food.—Job xxiii. 12; Ps.
exix. 97, 103, 111.

They do not Love the habitation of his
house and the place where his honour dwel-
leth, though they attend it.—Ps. xxvi. 8,
Ixxsiv, 1, 10,

They do not enjoy the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding.—Phil.
iv. 6, 7.

They are not temples of the Holy Ghost.
—1 Cor. iii. 16, 17.

They are 220t habitations of God through
the Spirit (Eph. ii. 22); because :

They have not been born again of the
Spirit.—John iii. 3-5.

They have not passed from death unto
life—John v.24. Consequently—

They cannot be new creatures in Christ
Jesus.—2 Cor. vi. 17; Gal. vi. 15,

Therefore, alas! they cannot enter into
the kingdom of God.—Jobn iii. 5.

O that every reader may pause, and
consider his own slate before God, and be
led to pray, “Examine me, O Lord, and
prove me; try my reinsand my heart; see
if there be any wicked way in me, and lead
me in the way everlasting” (Ps. xxvi. 2);
and if ‘convinced that he is not yet in the
way, let him “seek the Lord while he may
be found, call upon him while he is near;
and Jet him return unto the Lord, and he
will have mercy, and to our God, for he
will abundantiy pardon."—Isa. Iv. 6, 7.

«JACK, WE SHALL PRAY FOR
You.”

It was the last day of the vear, and a
ship lay at anchor off« large city. Weekly
and sometimes nightly a fow of the men
met for prayer, and of late they had
prayed earnestly for one of their number
who carried his dissipation and recklessness
beyond-all Jimits. He never ceased derid-.

ingthe “canting Methodists,” as he-ealled
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his godly companjops, and bis influence
thi"e%wﬁ%a t'(i‘%‘; 35\ thiair eltorts’ for the
apiritual good of the ciel. Just’ befoie
the sailof's watch o thie last night’ of thie
year, one of his comrades said to him
kindly, “Juck, we meet to-night to pray
thé old year out, and we shall pray for
you.”  Jack turneil around perfectly on-
raged. “Make me your subject, if you
dare, and Ul knock your brains out,”,wis
hisapswer, i . ,

Al alone hokept his watch.  Overhead
shone the purestars, and far away gleamed
tho Jights of the city, and still the parting
words of his comrade rang in his ear. «

wonder what they'll say,” he thought at |

length, after his anger had died away.—
«Well, if they meution all my sins, they'll
have enough to keep them busy;” and
one after another, scenes of sin came up
before bLim, scenes from which many of
the participants had been enlled away.—
Rousing himself, he tried to shake off
their memories, butin vain, « We'll pray
Jor you” rang in his car, All at onco
the texts iearned at hig mother’s knee from
his almost iorgotten Bible came up before
Lim. Vainly he whistled and sang, and
tried to think of anything, everything else.
God’s Spirit will accomplish its work.—
«The soul that sinneth, it shall die,” said
memory. “The wrath of God abideth on
him;” and passage after passage came up
before him.  He saw himself a sinner be-
fore an avenging, slighted God; and de-
spairing, trembling, he threw himself upon
s knees.  “ Oh, what a long list of sins
T've got scored up against me,” he groaned;
“1 can’t ever get it chalked out.” He
saw himself undone aud helpless; but, as
once of old appeared to Peter, walking on
the eea, the blessed “Son of man,” so
across the wild waves of doubt, of anguish,
and (lcspair, came the heavenly Comforter
into the heait of this pootsailor, saying, “Be
not afraid; only beligve;” and like thé disci-
ple Thomas, his hedrt fesponded, <My Lord
and my God.” Aloue upon his knees he
héard the far-off city bells toll out thé dy-
ing of the yéar, and merrily chime in the
adveht of the hew, dnd a « fiew érodture”
JEEK atode frorh Bis kmdes: did gl‘ﬂspihg
t1:¢ HA%q of fHo totrirddy whit SAITS 16 €8
1548 Bid Wadls, oifd SWith o raarfal _“bféé;,'
NG Vi A oW Wil T Obiist Jesee”
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. His conversion was indeed sincege.'—-

Goll's'Spinit potrleted’ t’hﬁ.“gf“)?d' work' be»

g 'in biriiy and- a5 e’ conte vplated the
aiby®s fromiy WHich He bad' been shiatéliét,
Yie could” wot sufiiciently adintte divinio'
goodness. Jack was unwearied in his

cfforts to sliow liis late companions the

folly of their ways; and more than one
bad' rensou to ll)o‘ld in gratefil metiory.
Jacl's néw year. “He thut sitteth dpon
the;i"\yox\e saith, Beholl, ¥ taike alf ity
rhei.”

WORK: FOR CHRISTTANS

SATVATION, THOUGH: NoT 0F WoRRs' ' FoR
‘Wonks.—“ Show me thy faith-by thy works”
is the démand of 8t. Jarhes; “Be careful to
maintain good works,”is the comnse! of St
Paul; and the testimony of the whole Bible
is, that faith without works is dend. We aro”
not called'into the vineyard to sit idle, 4o fold
otir'hands, and to go to sleep: They thad
sleep, sleep in the night; but believers are
children of the light'and of the dhy, and' have
much to do. In amending our habits, it il-
tivating our hearts, n resisting témptation, is*
conquering besetting sins, in fighting the
good fight, to keep the faith, our banuer flying,
and, step by step, win the way to heaven, how
much have weto do! Son much that an
idle were as great a ¢ontradiction in terms as
a dishonest, a lying, or licentious: Cbristian.
In respect even of our own inferests aud
spiritual welfare, may we not use the words
of Nehemiah, and say to the world, when,
with wiming $miles or brow of care, it
solicits onr hearts and timé, “T have a-gredit
work to do, thérefore I cannot comé down?”

But no man liveth to himself; no Christiaw,
at least. .And in & world bleeding from so
prany wounds, so brimful of sorrow, aid
suffering, and oppression, and ignorance, and
wrong, and crimes—where siorers perish
round us as in a great shipwreek, gome ashod
on the cruel rocks, and others drowning in
tlic ivavés, and all by their daiéls érying,
Help, we perish l—instead of having dothing
{0 do, rhight wé not wish to have & thowsand
heads to plan, and a thousand hearts to feel,
and & thonsand bands to workj the zeat of
Paul, the wealth of Solomop, and the years
of Methuselah? ,.D%t‘“syi.t{ the world, aud
¢adeavor, praying dad working, so to shine
that others, seeing our good works, fhay k9
fuided to heayen. <D Gulhrit.

.
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3YHO WILL STAND BY YOU?

A well-known judge lay at the point of
death, He wus in the prime of middle
life. His mind was well matured. He
gave indication of attaining great eminenco
as & jurist. His abilities for his position
were unsurpassed.  He was natwaily self-
reliant. But denth bad now come to him
Almost bis last hour was reached. e
was growing uuconscious of that which
transpired about bis bed.  His physician,
who stood at his bed, szid to him, Do
you know who stands by you?’ «Jesus
Christ,” was the reply.

It showed where that strong mind was
looking, aud upon what it leaned—not to
itself, not to his toval fite and unblemished
character as a judde, not to the mere merey
of God, but o Jesus Christ, the Saviour
of the sinner.  Tn the daik vallay that rod
and that stafi comforted him,

Who will stand: by your death-bed?
Your wife—to receive your panting kiss,
and close your eves, and smooth vour
forehead? May itbe so.  Tour children
—that, like jacob, your dying couch may
be surrounded by your offspring, and a
shower of tears from many eyes shall em-

balm your body? May it be so. But
will these alone give comfort?  Ah, you
will need another friend than these, For

these, like Christiana’s ehildien, can ouly

stand on the brink of the viver, and seei

you go dn. You will want one who can
pass into those waters with you. Ouly
Jesus can do that.

All Christiaus cling to the Saviour in
death. No watter what their intellectual
endowments and attainments have been,
with the spirit of children they trust in
him. No matter what peculiar denomi-
national tenets or doctrines they have been
attached to, or identified with, these drop
away, and Christ appears as the sole reli-
anee,

Let us approach the death-bed of apre-
late well known by his writings, and gitied
with a mind of great clearness and of
great logical acumen. A few months
since, death came to the palace of Arch-
bishop Whately, Friends, us they visited
him, said with unhecoming praise, « Yon
are dying as you lived—great to the last,”
He replied, “I am dying as I bave lived,
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in the faith of Jesus.” Another remarked,
“ What a blessing that your glorious in-
tellect is unimpaired | Said thearchbishop,
“Do not call intellect glovious 3 thereis
nothing glorious out of Christ” At
auother time it was said, « The great for-
titude of your character supports youw.”
«+No,” he answered, “ it is not my fortitude
that supports me, but my faith in Christ.”
Thus the more mature the Christian’s
experience, the more does he come to a
trusting repose and faith in Clurist.

We have in the iwo cases here noted
the testimony of strong inteliects to the
value of Jesus Chyir, and Lis salvation, as
the only truesonrcaof comfort in thudying
hour. No one can sneer at them us weak-
minded, or enthusias(s.

Have you secured such a relianee for
your death-bed ?  If not, woull it not be
well to do it?  When beart and fiesh fail,
when the eyes are dim and thaenr is beavy
—when Kindred can do no wara than weep
at vour side—who then will stand by you?
— Dritish Messenger,

O e

COMMUNION EXERCISES.
L—FOR SELF-EXAMINATION.
Lxodus xx.

Tarse are the unchanging roguirements of the
imantably hoty Jehovah., Thave five quistions to
address to my soul respecting thom. ) Censeionee!
Ve fauthfulin thy reply.  And may the lloly Spirit

enlighten and sanetity theel

1. Am I convinced that Ihave violated
all these commandments?  There is no
doubt that I have doneso. Do I see ittin
this light—That I have Joved other objeets
more than God ?  That I have not worship-
ped hita in a right spint? That [ have
dishonoured lim? That I have broken
his Sabbaths?  That I have been unfaith-
ful?  That I have indulged evil passions?
That I have been impure? That I have

‘been unjust? Calumnious? Discomented ?

Lord, sbow me the depth and extent of
my depravity ! Convince mw of both original
aud actual sjin}

2. Have I felt the eondemning sentencs
of God's law? Many own they have
broken it who are yet not alarmed for theic
danger and demerit.  How isit with me?
Has my experienco at all enrresponded
with that of Paul, when he said—¢ I was
alive without the law once, but when
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the commandment came, sib revived, and
I died ?” .

8. Have I abandoned all hope of accep-
*ance with God on the ground of my
obedience to the law? It is not uncom-
mon for sinners to own their depravity
aud condemnation, anc yetsay they Lope,
2nd intend to obey the law better in time
1o coms, and so find favour with God.—
Have I been delivered from this delusion?
and have I fully acquiesced in the testimony
that “ by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified ¥

4. Have Ifled to Christ, that in him
the demands of the law upon me may all
be met? Thisis the grand question.—
The first three may be answered according
1o truth, and yet the soul may perish. But
if I can answer this question in the
sffirmative, my soul is saved. If I have
aceepted Christ, then Tain “aceepted in
the Beloved.” Let memake suro of union
with bim. Thisis the turning point in the
salvation of the soul.

5. While I have abandoned the Jaw as
a ground of hope, have I embraced it as a
vole of life? These exercises are nuv con-
tradictory. It is the perfection of the kv
that leads to both. Do I love the law?
Do Iscek to obey it? Am I bumbled

. when 1 fail to keep it?  And do [ resulve,

by Gud’s grace, to obey it in all things?

O God! Iconfess my sinfuliess, my
condemuadon, and my helplessness 1
dedicate my <clf wholly to thee in lim.~—
Axnd I Jesire to devlara this my confession
at the table of the Lord. Do thom aceejt
me for bis sake. Amen—By the Rev.
James Jlorgen, N.D.

Tho Bibla and its Detractors.

«Tlow often has Gud condescended, not
merely to the feclings:nd thoughits of men,
but even to their failings and their
prejudices!  But this very condescension

one of Ilis highest marks of Jove to man),
which is exliibited everywhese in the Ditde,
affords suljects of deriston te those wenk-
lings who look into the Ward of God for
digplavs of human wisdow, for the
gratification of idle cwiosity, or for tue
spirit of their cwn times ot their cwnsest.”
Herwmanw.

.THE GO0OD NEWS.

CHRIST AND THE LITTLE ONLS

“The Master hag'cows over Jordan,”
Said Hauuah the mother ouve day 3

“He ig healing the people who throng him,.
With a touch of his finger, they say.

And now I shall carry the children,
Little Rachel, and Snmuel, and John,
I shall carry the baby, Esther,
For the Lord to look upon.”

The father looked at ber kindly,
But he shook his head and smiled =
“Now who-but a doating mother
Would think of a thing so wild ?

If the children were tortured by demous,.
Or dying of fever—"twere well ;

! Or hiud they the taint of the leper,

Like many in Israel ;°—

“Nay, do-not hinder me, Nathan,
1 feel such a burden of care,—

If T carry it.to the Master,
Perhaps I shall leave it there.

If he lay his hand on the children,

. My heart will be lighter, 1 knoevw;.

TFor a bisssing for ever and ever
Wil follow then s they go

{
|

So over the hiils of Judah,
Along by t'e vine-rows green,
With Xsther .deep on her bosom,
Aud Rachel her brothers between ;.

*Mang the people who bung on bis teaching,
! Or waited his tonch and his word,

S Through the raw of proud Pharisceslistening,
P She pressed-to the feet of the Lord.

)

“Now why shouldst thou hinder the-Master,
Said Peter, “ with children like these 2
Scest not how from morning till evening
1le teacheth and bealeth disease 2”

"Then Clirist said, #Forbid not the children s,
{  Permit them to come unto me!”

i And ke teok in his arms little Esther,

And Rachel be set on his koee ;

And tlo hieasy heart of the mother
Was lifte alt earth-care above,

s hie iaid Lis hands on the hrothers,
And oot them with tenderest love.

As he #nid of the Labes in his bosom,

“ OF such are the kingdom of heaven’™—
And strength. for all duty 2cd trial

That bour o her spirit was given.

—Julia Gils
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«IT LOOKED S0.*

A faw weeks since, I noticed an exhor-

tation to Sunday School teachers to get
acquainted with the habits of their scholars.
I tried to make the advice of practical
use to me; so when my class came to spend
a few hours at my bouse one afternoon
last week, I watched them closely, to sce
what little poculiarities I might discover.
I had not done so long befure I found that
one, at least, had a habit in speaking
which, if not absolutely wicked, was quite
fooligh, and painful for others to bear.

I had brought out several games and
books of engravings to amuse the children;
Hattie and Mary were busy with one of
the latter. Whenever Mary came to a
piciure which she particularly liked, she
would express her admiration by exclaim-
ing, “ My gracions, isn’t that pretty I And
all througly the afternoon, more than half
of her seutences were prefaced by thoe
two words, so that it was really painful to
bear her.  And yet I pitied Her, for it

“was evident that she had, as ckildren often
express it, “doue it so much that she
didn’t know it.”

When the time came for them to go
home, I detsined Mary aiter the rest, and
we bad o long and sericus conversation
abous it. She told ne that she “new it
was a very bad Biabit, and had tried very
hard to break herself of it; that it troubled
her mother very much, who had tried a
great many ways to cure her, but 2ll in
vain. We suggested a_great number of
expedients, but finally T happened to weu-
tion a plan which had been very beneficial
to me in my childhood. When I was
quite a little giil, T had a trick of shaking
my shoulders whenever anything did not
suit me; and my roother had broken me
of it by giving me a little blank book, and
making we put 2 mark down every time I
indulged init. I told Mary of this, and
as shofancied she should like to tryit, I took
asheet of paper, made alittle book, and she
went home fully expeciing to be cured of
ber bad habit immediately.

T must coufess, that for myself, I bad
not much faith in the success of the ex-
periment; mors especislly sioce, when I
asked Mary if she had ever implored the
ald of her heavenly Father, she replied
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very confidently that she had a number of

times, but it dido’t do any good; he did
not seem tohear her prayers. However, I
waited with considerable anxiety for the
coming of the next Sunday, when she was
to report progress.

As soon as she came into echool I saw
by her bright couutenance that she must
have succeeded pretty well; but I was
wholly unprepared for what she proceeded
to tell 'me. She said she commeaced
using the little book the next day after
her wicit to me, and at night she found she
had put down tweunty-six marks. The
tears ran down her checks, as she sdded:
«Y haven't said it once since, for I
keep thinking of that book, aud ¢ looked
20, I coulduv’L

When she became a littls calm, I gentl
reminded her of another book, where alk
our words and actions are written down,
and how badly our sins must make its pages
look; that whether we keep a record or not,
that oneis going on just thesame, aud to
help ber to remember, and alio to encouraga
her in the right way, I made her learn the
fifth verse in the third chapter of Revela-
tion; ¢ o that overcometh, the same
shall be clothed in white miment; and X
will not blot out his name out of the Book
of Life, but I will confess his name befora
my Father, and before his angels.”

As]1 sat alone that night, thinking over
the events of the day, I thought to myself
that if we could only get a glimpseat that
book, wa should certainly trv to lead dif
ferent lives. The acconnts thers would so
startle us that we should heartily echo lit-
tle Mary’s simple words, *it looked so,
1 couldn't.’—- Quiver.

ARE MINISTERS HIRELINGS?

«t Aro you theman we've hired to preach
for us®”

<« No, sir, I am not™ .

«] beg pardon; areyou not the minister ?

“Yes, sir, Lam the pastor of the church
bere; but do you really think I have been
hired to preach for you ™

«Why, yes,sir; I was at the meeting
when the vote was taken to raise the monsy.,
Did you not come here especting 10, TecRity

asalary



" from allsin?
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“4 Certainly: and so_does the governor
of this state entor upon his duties expecting
to receive a salary, but would you say that
ho is hired to govern thestate?”

“Not exactly.”

“And the reason is exactly this: the
governor is elected to filla certain office,
and when you speak of him you think
more of his oflice, than you do of his
galary. You do not hire him to do what-
ever you may wish to set him at, but you
dact him to 2n oflice, fixed beforehand and
expressly defined in the Constitution, and
then you fix a salary that he may altend
to hisduties without embarrassment. The
samo istrue of a pastor.  You do not hire
him to do « job of preaching for you. You
elect him to an oftice ordained hy Christ,
zid defined in the constitution of the chureh,
and then you afiix a salary that e may
give himself wholly to the dutiesof his
office.”

«Your theery appears very well; but
what practical difference does it wake #

« Just, this.  Wiien you Aére a man you

expect Lim to do as yow say.  When you !
elect 2 man to an office you expect himto

do what the
Journal.

WHY AM I NOT A CHRISTIAN?

1. Is iv becanse I am afraid of 1idi-
cule, and of what others may say of we?

« Whosecever shzll be ashumed of
Me and of my wards, of him shall the
Son of man be achamed.”

2. Isit because of the inconsistencies of
professing Clnistians?

“Every man shall givean account of
himself 10 God.”

3. Isit beenuse I am mot williug to
givo upall to Chyist.?

«What shall it profita man if e sball
aain thewhole world aud lose his own
soul?”?

4. Isit because I am afimid that I shall
2ot be accepted ?

4 JTim thit cometh unto me I will inno
gy orsl o’

5. Isitvecause] fear I am too great a
siuner?

« The blood.of Jesus Christ cleanseth

constitution says.”—Tract

6. Isit because I am

afraid X shall not
“hold out ¥* .

THE GOOD NEWS.

“ He that hath begun & good work in
you, will perform:it, until the day of Jesus
Christ.”

1. Tsit because T am fhinking that 1 will
do as well asI can, and'that God ought
to be satisfied with that? .

“Whosoever shall keep the whole law,
a?ld’ yet offend in one point, he is guilty of
all,”

8. Isit because Iam postponing the
matter, without any definite reason?

“ Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for
thou knowest not what a day may bring
f"rl‘l’-"

CIHOOSE!

“There’s a blessing or a curse in store for
you my toy,which shall it be—which will
you choosc¢? As the superintendent of a
Sunday school was going down the stairs
which Ied from the scheol-room, he placed
his hand upon the shoulder ofa boy who
before him, and repeated these words. e
passed on, and scon forgotthe little seedhe
had hus dropped by the wayside. Several
years went by. The faitbiul superintendent
and teacher had removed to a distant part
of the country. There be become acquainted
with ayoung man who was noted for his
active picty, and the zeal with which he
engaged in doing good.  One day heasked
his young fricnd what first led him to de-
vote himself to the service of God.

« Have you forgotten,” replicd the young
man, © that I was otice @ member of your
Sunday school at C 77

«1 do not recollect you there,” was the

lanswer.
[ & Do you not remember telling a boy one
" day, as he was going down the stairs aftel
‘ school, that there was a blessin or & curse
lin store for him, and Lidding him make
choice of which it should be? I was that
boy; and althoagh the incident has passed
from your memory, I have never forgotten
it. Whenever I have been tempted to de
» wrong, your solemn words have come up
before me, and Lwas finally led toask myscll
the question, ¢ Which shall I choose, tho
blessing or the curse? Thanksbe o God,
he bas given me the disposition and the
strength to choese the blessing.” ’
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THE HONOUR DUE TO ALL MEN.

-As honouring ourselves js the first rule
that I would give, so the second s, seek to

ractise yourselves iu honouriug others. God
gﬁs so formed us, that our spiritual and moral
cure is to be wrought by the blessing of his
grace upon our practical efforts. We must
gain tender, sympathetic hearts, hearts which,
indeed, honour our brethren, not by cuitiva-
tipg abstract sensibilities, but by practising

487

footsteps, * who, though he was rich, yet for
our sakes he became poor, that we t'rough
his poverty might be made rich.” You must
follow him who “himself took our infirmities
aud bare our sickness.” This is especially
needful for maintaining the health of your
own souls in a state of society like oura—
Who has uot felt amongst the crowds of our

reat towns the paralysing effect of meeting
daily with multitudes with whom he bas no
boud of common sympathy? It is bard to

kindly actions. It is not in the cell of the { break through the cold separation which such
meditative mopk, but in bim who mingles | intercourse creates—to feel that we and they
always the night watchings and prayers™ of : are brethren, sharers in the same life, and, a3
the Mount of Olives with daily ministrations | we trust, heirs of the same inheritance; yet,

to a suffering multitude, that the carnest
reality of sympathy ismost surely 0 be found.
1, then, you wonld have large hearts, if you
would truly honour all men, begin by practi-

" unless we do break through it, we must grow
uumanly and ungedly. 'We should, thercfore,
use eagerly every means for keeping . alive
twithin ourselves these powers of spiritual

sing the lower meusures of this grace in your | perception. And amongst these none ig,
conducttowards those around you. Striveto under God's blessing, wore effectual than the
remember who and what they are with whom " active ministries of a loving spirit in behalf
you mix in the commouest details of house-: of others. Happy are they who can thus
bold officcs.  Be_they wife, or children, or, keep ever new within their hearts the springs
friends, or dependants, or superiors, look at ' of sympathy and pity, by a personal attend-
them as souls redeemed souls, true men—as ance on the needs of others.—Bishop Wil

persons, not 9s things; as those whose aid
.You may never use lawfully as if they were
hings, bat always with an eye to their good
as much as to your own; us those in whom a
spiritual cure is beguy, or in whon a spirit-
ual pestilence is raging.  Watch vourselves
in your conduct with them, lest sensuality, or
sloth, or indolence, or vamity, or any other
evil thing, poison your inturcourse. lead youn
to treat them anworthily of their high calling,
and of the spiritnal influences which in the
Church of Christare arcund you and them;
of the high destiny for misery or joy which
is elernally before you.

Great opportunitics, brethren, are in  your

{ her last moments) continually repeated.

berforce.

«I AM READY.”

« A child of between four and five years
lof age, the daughter of a poor cottager,
‘near Barnet, sickened and died. She

Uinew several Fittle  hymus, which she (in

: Oaly a litle morethan an hour before she
| died, she rallied and rose, and asked for
ber best cothes and her dewn shoes and
hat, for she was going a long way. Ier

handsin these common things. Tho kindly { whim was gratifiad, and she paced the

actions of family Jife may be sanctified, until
tual affections are trained heavenward. Learn
by a Christian use of them this hlessed lesson.
You may grow by God’shelp able to see
through the course common features of ordi~

nary life, the great spiritnal realities which lie |

beneath them, to be, indeed, “kindly affec-
tioned one to another with brotherly love, in
honour preferting one another.”

Another great branch of this sclfhealing
practice, is that of which an oppertunity is
set before you here.  I7 you would “honour
all men,” you must learn to sympathise
especially with the weak, the suffering, and
the siuful; and this power you must gain by
practice; by Jabouring for them, by toking
willingly upon yourselves a portion of their
burden; by denying yourselves, that youmay
help them; that yon msy tread, indeed, in his

S tit* floor of her chamber repeating that hymn,
they become the props by which your spiri-;

«Gentle Jesus’ Great weakness super-
vened, and she was again put into bed,
when  she aguin rallied slightly, and
i aising herself terned to the wallwith her
bands uplifted and kept repeating, ‘I'm
coming, I'm ready,’ and her spirit took
wing, and was soon on the upward, onward
flight 10 her heavenly Fathier's nursery
of saints™—Eriract from a Leiter.

Tho Perfection of Christ's Teaching.

“«In all the varicties of Christ's in-
structions and expressions, there is not a
single word upon which can be fastened
the slightest imputstion of weakoess, or
folly, or frailty."—.Anon, N
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THE FIVE PRECIOUS THINGS
OF PETER.

Chmtar (1 Pot. 11, 4, 7)—His Broop (1 Pet. i, 7)—
Tne Promises (2 Pet. i, 4)—Farru (2 Pet. 1.1)
—4'nE TRIAL OF FarTa (1 Pet. i. 7).

How precious is tho FATTH that gives
A precious CARIST 10 me,

And precious makes the nLoop He shed
On the acoursed: tree.

And precious and exceeding great
Aro all the PrOMIBES;
“Yea and amen in Him " inscrib’d
On what each promise says.*

Precious, bsyond ption, FarTH?!
It with the promise deals;

And for the soul appropriates
The blessing each reveals.

Not only it the eye which sees,
But it the hand which takes,
And every \_in-omiscd blessing ming
Inalienably makes.

Faith is the outatretched hand which holds
The golden key to ope

The storchouse of divine supply,
Both for itself and Hope.

Are all things possible to Faith 2
How precious Faith mpst be}

-And precious all that makes that Faith
To “grow exceedingly!™{

Earth’s castliest metals to the fire
.__Their preciousness unfold;
The tining-pot for silver is,

The forbace is for gold.§

Hoav'n, tap, & great Refiner hath, ‘
Who by His ¢ fire ? doth “sjt,»

Watching the faith He puts thetein,
While purifying it. || .

Not only preciousness He stamps
Upon the faith thus tried;

Bat preciousness upon the means
Whereby *tis purified.

Discerning this, each TrIAL will
Courageous Hope inspire;

While Faith reminds—the trisl is
Bat “the Refiner's fire.”? §)

Let me in the Refiner see
The rod-appointin g God,**
Aud ¢ for a season if need eV
Decipher on that rod.

MMy verdict, then, on all He doth
I3 that of Job, of old,—
« When He hath tried, and tested me,
1 hall come torth as gold 13}
—Dritish Herald.

e

=3 Cor. . 20.
+ Mark ix. 23,
1 2 Thess. 3.3.

§-Prov.xvii.3. ** Micsh vi. 9.
§l Mal.iii 3,5, T 1 Pet.i.6
o Mal dif, 2. 3} Job xXiii. 10
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TACT IN BEEKING SOULS.

Evety Christian should study the art of
leading sinners to Jesus. Love to Christ
will make a Christian desire to save souls,
but will not pecessarily give him skill to.,
do the work. That he must acquire by
thought, prayer, observation, and practicé
The remark is suggested by an incident
with which I have just met in my reading.

A pious physician had access to & jail,
and tried to minister both to the souls and
bodies of his patients 1o prison. i

One day be pleaded with a murderer {o
seek pardon. e urged all the motives of
the gospel to repentance he could com-
mand, and threw his whols soul into the
plea. The murderer was cold and ohdurates
excused his crimes byquoting the examplo
of David, Solomon, and other Scripture
characters. In five, he said, «1 don’t know
that I have much to repent of.”

This from a murderer was terrible. The
physician left his ceil thinking the case
hopeless.

Auxious, however, to do all he could, be
invited a -dear friend—an aged, devoted
man—to visit him. The old man con-
sented, and when after some time the doc-
tor again ventured into the cell of the
murderer, be was surprised to hear him
say, * Doctor, you don’t understand your
business. You come here to do geod, to
benefit the souls of us poor prisoners, but
you don't go about it right.  You akvays
urged me to ¢repent,’ to ¢repent”- Bat,
doctor, do you suppose there 13 ene poor
fellow in this prison who doesn’t know he
roust repent if be would be saved? That
dear old friend of yours that you Jeft be~
hind understood his business. He came
here, sat ightdown by my side. Helooked
indeed like a really good man. With a look
full of teuderness he said to me, ¢Jobn,
wasn’t it gracious gooduess on the part of
the Almighty that he should have loved
us 50 much as to send his ouly Legotten
and well-beloved Son into the world to save
such sinpers as you and £ & Why, doctor,
that word J kitled me. It kiiled me dead.
1 couldu't get over it. That that hely,
venernble man should put hinsell on ko
same level with me, a vile murderer, ueither
fit, to live nor to die! I cannot keep it out
of my thoughts. It is working its way to
wy heart.”
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6w graat. is the valte of :tact in soul-
'saeking]  The doctor's direct appeal only
-stirred his depravity. The old man's in-
‘diréct but adroit address, mingled 28 it was
_with exquisite tenderness, conguered him,

The dbctor was ‘faithful but unsiifful, and-

foiled; his aged friend was both faithful
‘snd gkilful, aud he prevailed—he was wise
‘%0, win souls.

Seck this divine wisdom, Christian; go
shalt théu win mahy to righteousness,
Doat thou need motive posver? Get more

love to Christ, until thou canst busy vour..

self in the work, saying, “Thelove of Christ
constraineth me.” Consider, also, * that

he which converteth the sinner from the’

‘efror of his ways shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.”

Alag, alas! that ‘e should take so easy|

the destruction of souls around us, and
sometimes even * the destruction of our
kindred I"-—British Messenger.

IS MaN THE CREATURE OF
CIRCUMSTANCES.

1t is the nature of fullen man to prefer

present pleasure to the prospect of cternal |

happiness, the favour of the world to the
favour of the Almighty; to love himself
and forget his Creator. In adults this
uature is fortified by its own developments;
by habits and connections which all tend
in its own direction. When a man’s nature
in boybood produced fiuits of vize and
trouble, when his advancing years have
steadily answered the itnpulse of the same
nature, and his present associations are al}
based upon an alienation from beavenly
tes; to bring him into immediate arid per-
manent conformity to a divine ideal of life,
requires the ultimate Power of the universe,
the power which rules NATURE, and through
nature circumstances. Set before all the
wiso and gond of this world one man of
thirty years or upwards, whose Jife has
been wicked or worldly; and tell them by
2 word, a warning, or an appeal, infallibly
to change him then and there to a pure
mae or-to a pious wan, and they will each
be ready to exclaim, “Am I God that 1
should do this.

To say that man is the creature of cir-
cumptances, is 28 much a8 to say that he is
destituto of a paturs; for whers s naturo
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is, there is a power, a powar of whith dir
cumstances are often the mere effect but
are never the mastara. Let all'the circum-
stances under heaven counspire against the
force -of pature, a5 embodied in a seed of
thorn, aud tkey can never defeat it; all the
gardeners, manutes, heats, and waterings
possible would fuil to make it produce fir.
Heap upon it every advantage which art
and creation can give, and it will speedily
turn all to thorn, hopelessly iucapable of
rising above its nature, ,

‘Change your treatment and endeavour
to debase it, and the same superiority of
nature to circumstances continues to mani-
fest itself. You may starve it to death,
you may stunt or blight it, but by no ad-
versity will it degenerate to brier; thorn in
spite of alturements upward, thorn in spite
of repulses downward: as it can never rise
above, so it can never sink below, its
nature. Circumstances ave the creatures
of natures, not natures of circumstances,~—
Aithur's » Tongue of Fire?

G0D WILLS NOT THE DEATH
OF A SINNER.

Should a prisoner, led to execution,
hear the judgeor shenffcall to bim and
say, “Turn back, put in sareties Tor thy
good behaviour hereaftey, and livey” would
he not suddenly leap out of his fetters,
embrace the condition, and thank the
Judge or sheriff upon his bare knees? And
what can be thought if God should send
a prophet. to preach a sermon  of repentance
to the devils and say, “Knoek off your
bolis, shake off your fetters, and turn unto
the Lord, and live” Would not hell be
soon broke loose and rid, before the pro-
phet could make an end of his exhorta-
tion? Such asermon the prophet Ezekiel
now maketh toall sinnars, « As I live, saith
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but that the wicked
turn from his way aud live. Turn ye,
turn ve from your evil ways, for why will®
ye die, O House of Ismel?” Shake off
the shackles of your sins, quit the company
of the prisonars of death, and galley-slaves
of Satan, putin sureties for your gool
behaviour bereafter, turn to the Lord your
God and live; yea, live gloriously, live

happily; live eternally.
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THE OURSE of en.EVIL ANCESTRY,
: BY REV. WILLIAM FERRIE, AM.

«For I the Lord thy God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquities of the fathers wpon the
children unto the third and fourth geueration of
them that hate me.”—Exod, xx. 5.

History is full of illustration of this truth.
In Adam all die; the posterity of Cain did
not swrvive the flood; the childven of the
antediluvians perished with their parents
at the time of the deluge. The descend-
ants of Esan were visited in Idumea fear-
fully for their patriareh’s guilt. The off-
spring of Simeon and Tevi had to the Jast
to walk behind those of Judah, because of
tho cruelty and deceit of their ancestons.
Every Bible reader knows how the families
of Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and Achan,
suffered death along with their wicked
heads, and how the desolating conse-
quences of the treachery of Saul to the
Gibeonites could only be arrested by the
slanghter of seven of that monareh’s sons,
'The death of the seventy sons of Alab,
too, was the consequence of Ahab’s enor-
mities—even as before his day the rending
of the kingdom of Israel during the reign
of Rehoboam had come of Rehoboam’s
father’s disaffection to the single-eyed
worship of the God of Isracl. Solomon
had divided bis homage between God and
vanities, and God divided Solemon’s king-
dom in Rehoboam’s day between his son

* and bis servant.

And bow full is the history of the
dynasties of the kings of the teu tribes of
Iseael of sndlar instruction.  Jeroboam
made golden calves at Bethel and Dan, aud
told his people they bad but to worship
these in order to do sufficient homage to

- the God that had brought their forefathers
out of Egypt; and with one exception all
his sons were put to the sword by Baasha.
Baasha, walking in bis predecessor’s fooi-
steps, entailed upon his own houss theo
yery same slaughter he had meted ont to
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Jeroboam's. Each king of Israel wag abaat
as bad as his predecessor, with the one ex-
ception of Jehu (who, toc, was not what
he should bave been), and the descendants
of Jehu alone were fo be found upon the.
throne in the days of the fourth genera-
tion. How terribly was the guilt of Zede-
Kiah (the last king of Judah before the
captivity) visited upon his posterity when
they were put to death in cold blood be-
fore their fathers eyes, and just before
these oves were put out for ever.  Surely,
if the Old Testmnent seemns full of indirect
illustration of any statement, it is of such a
statement, 23 that of our text and its kin-
dred verses in the books of Proverbs and
Psalms, ““the name of the wicked shall
rot,” but “ the righteous <hall be held in
everlasting remembrance.”

But we have not necesearily to quote the
piges of Scripture to find the echo of the
text in the voice of history. Look at the
annals of any nation, and if these be but
ample and correet, we shall not want abun-
dant illustration. :

This text has evidently ruled the succes-
sion of the royal houses of every kingdom.
Look for example at England. Edward
the Elder usurped the threne to the pre-
judice of bis uncle’s son, and out of four-
teen children he left but one son (Edmund
the Eider) that had posterity. Fhis Ed-
mund (who, by the way, was stabbed by
robler i his own house) left like bis father
but one son that had posterfiy, and that
son was none other than the hatefol Edgar,
ibe virtual murderer of Ldwy's wife, and
the debaucher of the wife of a murdered
nobleman. This horrid man had one of
his two sons stabbed whilst unmartied, and
became grandfatber by the other of four
mzle descendants, none of whom left poss
terity, and three of whom were slain. Thus
terminated the Saxon dynasty in the daya
of the fourth generation of the usurper
Edmund,
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The Danes who succeeded ruled only a
ghort time after the ascent of Harold to
the throne; the eon of the treacheious
Earl Godwin, Harold fell at the battle of
Hastings, and the Norman dynasty sup-
planted his.

And how long did the Norman dyunasty
provail?  Only till the days of the daugh-
ter of Henry the First, that king who had
usurped the throne which his Dbrother
Robert should have held, and put that
prince in prison till his death. Little,
probably, did this bad man think of the
hand of God in his history, when, some
time after this, his only son, William, with
the flower of the nobility of England, was
lost at sea, crossing from Normandy to
England. Tlhis catastrophe oceasioned the
crown’s passing Lo an heiress, who, by her
marriage with Geofliey Plantagenet, intro-
duced another dynasty.

The Plantagenet dynasty ended with
the death of Richmd III, who had put
to death the chiidren of bis brother,
Edward IV, in the Tower. 'The death of
these babes is very generally lamented;
but it is not as generally considered that,
inasmuch as their father Edward had caused
the death of the young son of Heury VI.
for merely declaring that he had come to
England to defend his father’s rights, there
was an illustration in the death of these
children of the Lord’s economy in acting
according to our text.

To the Plantagenet succeeded the Tudor
dynasty, and this came to an end in the
days of Elizabeth, the daugbter of the in-
famous Heorv VIIL Need we mention
why her brother Edward VI died in
youth. The son of such a monster, not-
withstanding all his piety, was evidently
removed that no more of his father’s race
should be sown upon the eatth.

The Stuart dynasty, which nest sue-
popded, terminated on the death of Queen
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Anne, whose son bad predecensed her
and whose father had been the bloody
James II. The Hanoverian dynasty now
rules, but is just about to expire and give
place to that of Saxe-Gotha: and no won-
der, when we consider what was the char-
acter of many of the ancestors of our
Queen—always excepting George ITL

The more one wisely cousiders the past,
the more will he be struck with the amaz-
ing amount of illustration afforded by it
of this important text; and were any-
body but to Jook with Christian eyes at a
fully drawn pedigree of his own family,
he would find the text by means of that
pedigree explaining to him many singular
coincidences, which he could never other-
wise have understood: and perhaps be
might also veceive certain hints as to what,
in virtue of his connection with some-an-
cestor bad or good, might reasonably be ex-
pected to be the charactar of his own future
destiny. Happy the man whose father,
grandfather, great-grandfather, and great-
great-grand father have, like Ephraim’s and
Manasseh's, all been godly; but let not the
descendant of any wicked wman, however
godly himself, be surprised although again
and again he meets with trouble, or feels
as if changes were ever pursuing him.

¢ TLLUSTRATING,” witnoyT “ EsxLient-
ExING.” — It is well known that Rav.
Thomas_Scott, the celebrated commentator
on the Bible, published an elition of
Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, with exposi-
tory notes. A copy of this work be
benevoleutly presented to one of his poor
parishioners.—Meeting him soon after,
Mr. Seott inguired whether he had read it.
"The reply was, « Yeg, sit.”—* Do you think
you understand it#” « O yes, sir,” was the
answer, “and 1 hope before long that I
shall be sble to understand the nctes.”
There is a moral in the reply, whick some
of the writers of our day would do well to

study.
®
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THE TRIAL OF THE HEART.
(Concluded from page 454)

(4). The dispensations of -Qod's Provi-
dence cannot of themselves heal the heart,
His smeicies cannot.  Somo persons may,
during the course of a long life, scarcely
ovor have known what it is to be in  sick-
ness. They have always had suflicient to
eat and to wear. They have the society
of many kind friends. They have -had
many hair-breadth eseapes. Yet if not
avowed, they are at least practical atheists.
Naither can the judgments of God heal the
heart, Men may sce their fullow-beings
dying awful deaths, it may be, the eflect
of sins in which they are themselves in-
dulging: yet, they may go on in their old
ways. For example, how many die overy
year through debauchery, yet, how faw of
those with whom they were wont to asso-
clute, take warning therefrom!  Yea, when
QGod lays the rod of afiliction on them,
they are, perhaps, ouly as the stubborm
bullock which Licks agninst the goad.

We have thus divected your attention to
zome of the proofs by which the indictment
here brouglt ageinst the human heart is
cupporteds  To every ‘candid mind they
cannot but be iiresistible.  How natural
then the questivn here asked—+ Who can
know it#'—that is, who can see throug
all itstrerchery 2 who can fully understand
kow deep-rooted is its corruption?  Now
no man ¢an.  This statement may appear
to some untrus. But, experience proves
it to beperfectly true.  Men have madeand
aro every day making, great attainments
i other departments of human knowledge,
Yet, inself-knowledge, they are as defective
a8 when Jeremiah penned ‘thess words-
“Hnow thyselt” is a maxim which not
wan ever has been able to carry out fully.
Even tho holiest and the wisest of mon are
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Ah! tho heart is 'a vast cavern, Howeve,
far wo may enter into it, thore will evey,
bo countless chambers which we have not
seen. Tt hiasbeen justly obserived, that wa
could know our hearta fully, only by being
‘oxpased to avery possible varioty of temp-
tation, of, at least, knowing what the ro-
sult would be if we were.  Bui, tho one we
never ¢an be,—the other wo never can
kuow, and, therefore, the answer to the
question in these words ever must be—* no
man can.”  But, there is Ono who searches
the heart and tries the veius. Ho is fully
acquainted withits deceitfulness and cor
ruption.

Now, Reader! the pussage before us is
one which deserves thy frequent and most
serious consideration, for the statements
contained in it, apply to theo as much as if -
thy name wore expressly mentioned, it
matters not how moral, how amiable, yen
how holy thou mayest be.  Canst thom
trace the slightest difference between thy
heart, as itis by nature, and that of the
most degraded outeast from society? What
effect then should the study of thess words

have on us? .
(1) Are our hearts decoitful above all

things and desperately wicked? Then wé
skould be humble. Some persons speak great
swelling words about the native goodness
of the human heart. They, however,
understand not what they say, mnor
whereof they aflirm.  No—if God were to
leave us to ounrselves, and we were to be
tempted to it, there is no sin too abomi-
nable or too borrille for us to commit.
Perhaps, Reader! thou art now saying to
thyself—* Ah! that i> going too far. That
does not apply to me. We have however
said only what is perfectly true. 'We dare
not speak otherwie. How foclish then
—how pitiful, is ho who thiuks that he is
by nature better than, at Jeast some others,

Wall worthy of our imitation is the exampla

comparative strangers to their own hearts. | of the-martyr Bradford who was wout
SN .
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a4 when ho'saw n criminal taken to exe-
cition, *Thers goes John Bradford, but
for the grace-of '@od.” "Che fact that we
aro by nature no botter than others should
niako us love the siunar while wo abhor
and condemn the sins which he has com-

amitied.  This efiect it will necessarily -have,
3f it makes us huinble,

-(2). Are our hearts deceitful above all
things? Thev we should ever Yo suspici-
ouz of them. It is an awful thought that
wo may be self deceived, et us boware
‘then of trusting in our own hearts, for he who
doeso is 2 fool. Should a fellow-being
profess'to be our friewd, we should be sus-
picious'of him, if we had reasou tv believe
4hat he was our enemy, however fuir his
‘professions might be. Surely then, we
:ghiould ba on our guard against our own
hearts, when the word of God gives us
warniong. We must not, however, trust in
our own wisdom. We must pray with the
Pealmist, «* Search me O God and know my
heart; trv me and know my thoughts;
and see if there be any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.” As
Ho alone is fully acquainted with the
deceitfulness of the heart, so He alone ean
keep us from being led astray by it, and
Ho will do so if we trust in Him.

(8). Ave our hearts desperately wicked
—incurable Ly any. ordinary  menus?
Then we should take them to the great
Physician. Heis able to heal them.—
Tlieir depravity cannot withstand the
special operations of His Spirit.  He pro.
mises to heal our hearts if we biing them
toHim. Faitbful is He that hath promised.
Réader! if a good work has been begun in
thy heart, still thou needest to go daily to
this Physician. Does not each succeeding
day give thee new and clearer proofs of
the desperate- wickedness which is natural
to-thy heart? Ifthou artstill in the gail
of bitterness and bond of iniquity, sesk at
anco the helpof this Physician, How aw-

«
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ful tho fhought that thou hast in thy
heart a slumbering volcano-—a part of the
«loments of Hell!  God alone knows what
tuou wouldst suffer if the evil in thy heart
had full scope. ‘This it shall have if thou
diest in thy presentstate. Thy heart must
therefore bo healed, before thou canst be fis
for heavon, 1If this does not take pluce
whilst thou art in this world, it never will
take place atall. Go then avonce Lo Jesus
wo again bescech thes, Aslk Him to heal
thy desperately wicked heart. ‘Tell Him
that thou reliest wholly on His power, His

grace aud Iis faithfuloess, and thou shalt
bo enabled from exporience to unito with
the Psulmist in singing * Bless the Lord
O my soul ¥ % ¥ yho for-
givath all thive iniquities, who healeth all
thy diseases.”

HOLD UP JESUS.

A painter once, on finishing a magnifi-
cent picture, called his avtist friends around
him to regard it, aud express their judg-*
ment concerning it. ‘The one in whose
tasle tho author most confided came Inst
10 viow vits work. “Tell ma truly, brother,”
gaid the painter, “what do you think is
the besh point in my picture® «O
brother, it is all beautiful; but that chelice!
—that is & perfect masterpiece—a gem !
With a sorrowful heart the artist took his
Lrush and dashed it over the toil of many
a weary day, and turning to his iriends,
said, ¢ O, brothers, if thero is anything in
my piece more beautiful than the Master’s
face, that I have sought to put there, let
it be gone.” Thus, brethren in Christ,
teachers in the Sabbuth-schoul, if, in your
instructions, anythiug scems to stand out
miore prominent and wmore beautiful than
the glory of Jesus, forgeu it all, dash it out.
If, in your labours as a teachber, anything
guems to reflect mora loveliness, or excite
more admiration o1 desire than Jesus, how-
ever beautiful the woitk may seem, blot it
out. Let Jesusbe all and in all. Hold
bim up to your owo soul. Hold him up
to your scholars, aud your work shall be
judged perfect in its beauty, and you shall
not fail of your reward.~S. S. Ti‘ncs.

™
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YOUR SIN WILL FIND YOU OUT. | miles from where it bappened, and,_ tus

’ s " | minister’s wife told it again- to her clams,
A minister was preaching fiom these| when & young woman was awalsened by it

words, * Be suro jour sins will find you | to cure for her soul.— Gospel Z'rumpet.

out” He said many awakening things L e

about sin finding out thuse who comnmitied FAITH AND REASONING.

it; and among others this: «If you do not . L .

find out your sin, and bring it tu Jesus,to)  ‘Lho faith which saves a man is not the

get it prrdoved and washed away duough re.su‘lt of logical argument. It is the gift

his blood, be sure your sitt will find you of God.  Argument has its due place and

out, and bring you tu the judgment-seat, | function. Its provinee, however, is not to

to be condemned and sent away by the,
Judge, into everlasting punishmont.”

A little girl, who had told ber mother a |
lic before she came to hear the minister,
was listening, and she thought, «0, that;
lie; I must cither find it, and bying it tol
Jesus, or it will find me out at the grea |
day.”

The child was greatly alarmed. She;
became very anxious about her soufs sul-
vation. Sbe cared for nothing earthly;;
her mind was entirely occupied with
thoughts of eternal things. She could not §
rest until she went and told the minister ali X
she felt and feared. She watked severat
miles to speak to him, and the burden of |
her errand wae thiv: « Q1 what shall I do?

with my sin®  He said, “Tay it upon i

comert the soul from its natural unbelief,
but to strengthen the soul, when by a
power from on high, it is constrained to
believe in the great truths of a supernatural
revelation, The gospel is foolishness to
the heart which has not been subdued by

{ | the grace of God; when the latter has oc-
curred, it becomes the highest and purest

reason.  Every man is by nature an infl-
del. The whole scheme of redemption i8

f regarded by him as fubulous, uud will so

continue to be until his beart is touched
and welted by the Spirit of God, Then
h¢ fequires no reasoning (o convince him
that be is 4 sinner, and that he needs an
Almighty Saviour.  All his opposition,
which he once thought was founded on
impregnable argument, welts iuto mere air.
By one simple and yet mysterious opera-

the spotless Lamb of God, and he will take ! uon, the Spirit of God has broken down

it entirely away.  Let us now lay it upon
Him,” said the kind pastor; and with that

il

jall his defences and routed bim from all

bis strongholds, and, i bis helplessness, he

o N 9 o iy i ' . .
he kneeled down with the awakened ehild, { casts himself on the arm that has conquer-

and commended her to % Jesus that great
Shepherd of the <aeep.” He spoke to her
of the love of Jesus, and she went home.

T'he next time the minister saw ber, she’
came to him with a brizht and happy face. |
Ho took her by the hand and said, « Well, :
have you laid your sin upon the spotless’
Lamb’ of God#’ <O yes,” she 1eplied, !
“and Tl pever lay any wore”  Sbel
meant that she would never sin again—
she would never more tell a falsehood. |
Her heart was so full of love to Jesus fort
taking away her sin, that she could not !
think it possible that she should sin again.
Aund-that is the tree mark of a Churistian,
that she resolves to “sin no more.”

Dear children, have you laid your sins
on Jesus? A sure mark of it will be this,
that you wish, with all your heart, never
to have any more to lay upon him.

The minister told this little story many

L)

| ed Lim.

He is now a believer, not by a process

of reasoning, not by havivg each step of

his progress fortitied by proofs such as he
once demanded, but he is, he scarcely
kuows how, brought to a hearty belief of
that which he ouce scorned to credit. In

looking back, he can readily see the flimsi-

ness of the arguwments ou which he justified
his want of faith, and ashe pouders on the
system  of revealed truth, trom his uew
position, he finds his sanctified , reason ap-
proving the whole. Hence, if a man re-
mains outside of the kingdom of God until
he can reason himself into it, he will con-
tinue chere! but if he asks faith of God as
the preliminary step, the shadows will fles
away, and all will becowne plain,  Ministers
of Christ should ever remember this, that
saving faith is the gift of God.—Presby-
tgrian,

.
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1S THERE A HELL.

9Tho wicked shall be_ turned into holl, and all
e nations that forget God.” (Ps. ix. 17).

£Wriuon by a servant gitl, a momber of the Unitew
reabyterian Church,andsent to us by hor minister.]

Two 1nen were sitting one day in a
yublic-house, the one said to the otber, ¢
0po you are not so foolish as to believe

that there is a heil—a place composed of
fire and brimstone?”  «“Of course not,”
said bis comra le; ““the ministers themselves
ats not preacliny fo tmuch about it now,
but justa few higoted ones of the I'ree
Chureh preach that doctrine.”

Reader! are you one of those who be-
lieve there is no hell?  You lelieve there
i8 & heaven, heeanse it is a pluce of happi-
ness; but youdesire to follow your sinful
pleasures bere, and go to heaven when vou
can follow them no longer. But wers God
to permit you to do so, it would be no
heaven to you. The song of the redeemed
would be a strange language to you. If
you canvot enjoy the company ,of saints
here, you would find their company even
more a cause of misery 1o you there.  1f
your wicked heart will declare there is no
bell, then let conscienco speak,  When
sickness seizes you, and when you are
brought fice to fuce with death, whatdoes
sonscience sty ? Does it say all is well
with your soul; do you find Christ with
you to lead you through the dark vailey ?
Al, no, conscience thunders—there is a
hell, and thither are you bouud; there is
aGod, and a just God, too. He has long
knocked at the door of your heart, but you
have refused to hear his call; you have re-
fused to believe the terrors of his just law,
and now he comes to execute vengeance on
you, and that justly. O sinner! will you
dare to trifle longer with that great and
almighty God? ~ Turn, I beseech you,
while his mercy lasts; come as you are,
with all your sing, “though as high as a
mountain,” come to that blessed Saviour
who has shed his precious blood that you
might have eternal life. It is through U's
blood, and through his bleod alone, that
you can find zcceptance with God.  He
bore the curse of Gol for sinners, and all
who rely upon this great fuct are not ouly
sgved from going down to thatawfulplace,

. N
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Come, then, poorsinner, and eome niotw,
It i3 not fo-morrow. + Now is the accept-
ed time, now is the day of salvation,?—
«To-day, if ye will hear his voice, hardon
not your hearts.” Do you say, I do not
kuow the way to come? ¢ Jesus anith, 1
am the way, the truth, and thelife; no
man comcth unto the Father but by me.”
« As Moses lifted up the serpent in. the
wilderness so must the Son of man be
lifted up.”  You may beinlife and health
to-day, and tu-moitow you may be in
etcruity. Whatsaysthe wise man? # Boast
not thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest
not what a day may bring forth” (John
i, 145 xiv. 65 2 Cor vi. 2; Heb. 1. 7;
Prov. xavii. 1).

‘ Let not conscionge make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondiy dreaem
All the fitness he requireth
Is to fockyour need of him.”

I BLAME MY FATHER FOR IT

ALL.

An old grey-headed man lay sick and
weary on abed of straw.  That barn, which
had been for the night his resting-place,
was his ouly home. ~ On God's earth he
was & wanderer, without 2 friend; and
what made the ease so truly sad, without
Cod in the workl. It was a melancholy
sight to look upon a wreek like this,—a
poor child of earth onliis way to the grave,
whose life had been apent in misery, and
whose sun scemed sooa to set in darkness,

“Whae is your home?” I asked Lim.

«I have none.”

« How came you here®’

“ Last night, sir, I was weary and ill,
and as T lay ty the wavside, unable to go
farther, some men passing by kindly earried
me and laid me here.”

. “Ave you happy ¥

«No.”

« Have you any hope for another world 3

«No, ity L cannot say that I have?”

“Do you know that you may verysoon
have to go and meet your God at the
judgment-seat? 1 would like to tell you
of tbe Saviour of sinners.”

« 0Oh, I Lave often heard all about that "

41Well, have you not listened to. the

but are reconciled to God and made heirs{ glad tidings, and, as a poor sinner, aceep-

of heaven,

ted of Jesus as your Saviour #”
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#No. Ihave sinned against all the

vileges I have had; and thero is no use
I doing anything now, for God would
no!, receivo me.  None of the invitations
of the gospel are for me.”

« Do you ever pray "

“No. I haveprayed in my life, but
naver now.”

« Have you 4 Bible®”

“No.?

«Would you not begin now to pray,
angd read the Bible, and seek the Lord ¥”

“Itwould be of no use.” .

« And do you really mean 1o live on
thus, without God in the world, and wan-
deron alone and 1. _.ess, till you drop into
the grave; and pass into theeternal world 2"

« Well, T kunow that when T leave this,
Iwill just go along the road swearing
and cutsing God, ana I cannot help it, for
1 foel the-devil within me foreing me to
it; and I will tell you what, sir, J dlame
my father for it all’

“What do you mean ?”

«J mean that my father's example drove
me to.a wicked life; and what could be
expected, when his house was like a Dell
upon earth. I blame my father for it ali.”

And the wanderer went on his way,
earrying with him a Bible now, which
may yot, by the blessing of God, guide bis
féet into the path of life; but my thoughts
eould only picture the poor wanderer's
journey cuded, and tho weeting between
parent and child in another world, and
the fearful upbraiding uttered there,—«1I
blame my father for it all”

Parenis, is this a selitary case?  Are
there not more wanderers on emrth, whose
ery might be as they pass along to ruin,
«I blame my father,” or, perhaps, ¢ I blame
my mother for it all.”

%0 that there were such an heart in
them, that they would fear me, and keep
all my commandments alwavs, that it
might be well with them, and  with their
children for ever !"— (Deut. v. 29

Meatal prayer isnot unheard—¢ {{aunah
spake in ber hewrt.” When the beart is
so full of grief that it can only groan in
prayer, yet God writes that down: «My
groaning i5 not hid from Theo”~~ Watson.

THE GOOD NEWS:

UPWARD AND ONWARI:.
(Isaran xL 3L)

Upward and onward,
Heavenward and sunward,
Tises tho lark, as he joyously sings;
With music thrilling’
All the air filling,
Bearing a message of praise on°his wings.

Like this sweet singer;
: Let us not linger,
Clinging and cleaving to-earth’s weary atdy
But upward springing;
Our tribute bringing,
Strive to draw: nearer and nearer to God.

UOpward and onward,.
8 m!lewenwmd} ar;d sﬂnv;nrﬂ. -
oars the strong eagle, his flight speeding ¥8;:
With hgcart that quails not, ’
With eye that fails nat;
Steadily fixing his goze on the sun.

5o our hearts raising,
Singing and praising,
Looking to Jesus, the sun of the soul}
Our strength renewing,
Qur way pursving,
Let us press on till we reach the bright gyl

—British Herald.

.

THE BELIEVER'S STRENGTH B
IN CHRIST.

'The man,.that is under the- law joined
to it as his head, hath no strength for his
work, and the law gives him none; and o
le cannot live to Godj;. but the believer:
cansay, “In the Lord have I righteousness-
and strength.” Others have no strength-
for spiritual actions: sin domineers over

! them, and they have no ability to shake off

“the yoke of sin, their strength being bat
weakness. The believer hath strength in.
his Head ; all things are possible to- them
that believe; they ean do all things throwgh
Christ strengthening them: O believer bs:
strong in the grace that is in. Christ. Qitis
strange that the grace that is in him, iain.
thee, as the life in the heart isin all: parts
of the body. The heliever's grace. isin:
Christ; and the grace tbat is in Christ is
in the believer, Here is & mystery to the:
world, but yet this mystery lies wrapi up-
in that word, « be strong in.the grace that
is in Christ Jesus.” If the grace that is in
Christ, werenct in the believer also ae-
cording to the measure of the communica-
tions, how conld be be strong inthe graoe
that is in Cinist? «My grace. shall be
sufficient for thee, and my strength shalk

be perfect in thy weakness?
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ARE- YOU TIRED?

Reader, I believe thero are many per-
%019 who are weary and tired of everything
in this life, and yet have nothing to cheer
them in looking forward to the lifeto come,
Are you one?

I believe there are many who are tho-
foughly unbappy in their own hearts,
though they will not confess it—unhappy
Because they know that they are not living
= Ged would have them—unhappy be-
cause they know that they are not fit tor
die. Are you one?

There is rest for the weary even in this
world, if they will seek it. There is repose.
for the tired and heavy ladep, if they will
aoly apply for it in the right quarter in
fime.

There is a real, solid, lasting happiness
to be had on this side of the grave, if
poplewill but inquire for it where it is to
‘be found.

Where is this rest? Where is this re-

¥ Where is this happiness?* Itis to

e found in Chuist Jesns. Tt is given by

him to all children of mankind who will

eonfess their need and humbly ask him to

reczive them. It is enjoyed by all who

hear Christ’s voice and follow him. It is
the privilege of all who Lelieve on Jesus.

“ Come unto me,” he says, *all ye that
labour and arve heavy laden, and L will give
give you rest.” « We which have helieved
do enter jnto rest,” savs his servant Paul
{Matt. xi. 285 Heb. iv. 8).

Reader, I invite you this day in my
Master's name to come to Chyist and Le
his disciple, if you want to be happy.
€ease to seek happiness in the vain things
of this world. Give up pride, the self-will,
the sinfil stubbornuess of your own ways.
€Come to Jesus as a humsble sioner, and
east your soul on him, and the rest I have

spoken of shall be your own.—Rev, J. O

Ryle.

THERE WILL BE A LAST XNOCK.

“ Behold,” says Jesus, ¢ [ stand at the
door and knock.” Does not this imply
His readiness and willingness to come -in?

Nor is this all. e calls, “Open untozme,| .

~~oper unto me” Nor is-thic all. Hel.
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says, < If any man hear my voico and-open
the door, I will come in.” He positivety
declares that Ho is willing. Nor is this all.
You. may say, L am such a groat sinner,. X
have rejected Him sa long that He will
not receive me now. But what says the
Saviour? ¢“If any man hear my voice,”
vile as ho may be, if he is on this side of
hell—+if any mav-hear my voice and open
the door, I will come in to-him, and sep
with him, and he with me.”

If you are not now a Christian, petmis
me to say, that you- have never yot heard:
Hin voice, nor opened the door, nor been
willing to receive Him. The Saviour i
ready and willing, but you will not come
to Him that you might have life.

Behold your danger /' The Saviour
stands at yourdoor. He does not sit. I12e
stands—ready to cuter or ready to depart.
How long would vou stand' at the door of
your neighbour asking for admittance, if
ho should bar and bolt you out? And
how long has Christ stood knocking?
Lven till His head i3 filled with the dew,
and His.locks with the drops of the night.
But He will not stand long.  There will
be a last knock. The Saviour can do
without_you, but you cannot do without
Him. He may say, as Ho once said to
the Jews, “I oo my way. Ye shall seek
we, and shall die in yoursins. How often
1 would, and ye would not” ¢ Behold
your house is left unto you desolate.”

Reader! how solemn is thisz there will
be 2 Jast knock at the door of your heart!

To-day. if ye wiil hear His voice,

Now is the time to make your choice;
Say, will you to Mount Zion go 7

Say, will you have this Christ or no ?

Yo wandering souls, who find no rest,
Say, will ye be for ever blest ?

Will yon be saved from sin and hell
Will you with Christ in glory dweil 2

Gome now, dear sou, for rnin bound,
Obeythe Gespel’s joyful sound;
Come, go with us, and you shall prove
‘Fhe joy of-Christ’s redceming love,

Oncemore we ask you in His name—~
For yet His love is still the same—
8ay, will you to Mount Zion go ?
- Say; will you bave this Christ or no

~—Herald of Marey:'
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CLOTHED WITH HUMILITY.

The most successful Sunday-school teach-
ers are not always those of the greatest in-
tellectual abilitivs, not thore who are most
fertile in inventions for pleasing and divert-
ing the children, Something more than
this is needful to make a person successful
in winning the attention and influencing
the lives of his hearers,

The useful teacher is a bumble teacher.
The one who has the deepest sanse of his
own insufficiency, and relies most entirely
ou a heavenly  Helper, will alwavs be the
most successful.  The wifis of a Paul or an
Apollos are nathing without this blessing
of the Lord, which alone can give the in-
crease.  We canvot too deeply impress
ourselves with the truth which formed the
whole bodv of theology of a poor, unlet-
tered believer—

“ [ am poor sianer, and nothingat «dl,
But Jesus Christ §s my alt in ail?

When we bewin to foel areat satisfaction
i our own abilities and  atiainments, wo
may regard it as n very good indication of
our deficienev.  The wisest of the heathen,
Socrates, sxid that the oniy thing he kuew
was his own ignoranee.  If vou speak to a
young fellow when undergoing an examin-
etion, and say, « Well, how have you done 2
younay be quite sure that if he answers
with confidence that he hins doue well, he
will be far below the peor lad who gaes
about Jamentiny his shorteomings, < With
the lowly is wisdom.” What diffienlties
and disturbances oftenarise fiom the indul-
gence of an oppmsite spirit! Que Dio-
trephes will often disturb the quist of a
whole schonl.  Oh, there witl be a fearful
reckoning for thowe who thus hirder the
Lowd’s work! IT we would be true fol
lowers of 1Him who washed the disciples’

THE GOOD NEWS,

Those who are unwilling to be guided
by the good counsels of others are out of
place in the Sunday-school. Are the
not also outof place in the Church of Christ,
who hias bid us “ be subject one toanother,
an? he clothed with humility "— Quiver.

A COMMON REASON OF
FAILURE.

Satan cares not where we run, if we
are not on a specific errand for the Lord
Jesus.  He listens delighted 10 cloguence
that saves no one.  He will lift the latch
for you at each door in your district, if
vou will go in and ouly speak of books,
and men, and sermons, and heaith, He
does not fear your wringing some religious
remarks out of yourown dry heart. It is
the power of the Holy Ghost he dreads.—
Ii you hold not the hem of a present
Saviour’s garment in the one haud, and
reach out the other for a hold of & needy
sinuers bawd, cry’ .xin heart to the Spirit
of love w make them meet, no harm is
done in that house to the cause of the
‘enemy. One poweriess mention more of
the Saviour, one failuie more 10 record-—
this 1s all. )

Feolish Iabourers that we are, if we
come in S all the toil, the preparmtion,
the piayer, the sacrifice, the ilt-will, the
seli~dentad, aud only miss Tne Crows!

-~

SATAN'S CUNNING.

Tie world is Satan’s bait.  ITe geldom
‘throws out 2 naked hook.  Lev wur-
ler, frand, Iving. or idolatry be present-
ved in hddr undisgaised turpitude, and

feet, we must be conient to take the lowliest ' few of good education and correct morals
place in Lis serviee.  He regards with nojcan be taken captive by bim. But he
complacency that proud, dissti-fied dispo-! conceals the beok in a goodly bait, and
sition which inssts on havirg the pre-emi-; like nt shilful anwler. He knows how 0
nence.  Such atemper can never enter, use thai part of the world which is beat
into the kingdom of heaven. We must; suittd 1o our taste, and mostlikely to decos.
Jearn that lesson so inportant ior these wlxol For one e bas a golden hait; for another,

would work tegether harmoniousy for
God'sglory: “ Let nothirg be done through
strife, or vain glory, but in Jowliness of
mind let eael: esteem others Letter {han
skewselves.”

pleasure; for a third, worldly consequence
anc ) sueur. And his Jine is thrown out
in every place,—in the place of business,
in our fumilics, studies, and at our tables,
‘:md on our pillows.

!
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- GOD'S WAT OF REACE:
By Rév. H. Bonar, D.D.

Gbad’s Pestimony coneerning: Man..

God” knows us. He knows' what wo
ate; be knows alse what lie meant us to
‘be; and upon the difterence between these
two states he founds his testimony concera-
ingrus,

Haiis too loving to say anything need-
lesdl§ severe; too true to say anything un-
trite; wor can he have any motive to mis-
ropresent us; for he loves to tell of the
good,.not of the evil, that may be found
in any of the works of his hands. He
declared them «good,” “very good,” at
first; and if be does not do so now, it is
not Decause Le would not, but becanse he
cannot; for « all flesh has corrupted its way
upon the earth,” (Gen. vi. 12).

God’s tostimony concerning man is, that
he'is a-sinner.  He bears witness agains?
higw, not_for him, and teitifies that « there
isinone righteous, no, not one;” that there
is “none that doeth good;” none ¢ that
understandeth;” noue that even seeketh
after God, and stili more none that lovetk
him. (Psa. xiv. 1-3; Rom: fii. 10-12.)
God speaks of man kindly, but severely;
as'one yearning over a lost child, yet as
one who will inake no terms with sin, and
will « by no means clear the guilty.”  He
declares man to be alost onc, a stray one,
a redel, pay 2 “uater oF Gop,” (Rom.
1. 30); not & sinner occasionally, but a
simner al-7avs3 not a sinner in part, with
many good things about himj; but wholly
a simmer with no compensating goodness;
evil i heart as well as life, « dead in
trespasses and sing,” (Eph. ii. 1); au evil
doer, and therefore under condamnation;
an enemy of God, and therefore “ under
wraths” a breaker of the righteous law,
and therefore under « the curse of the law.”
(G, iii. 10).

Ban has fullen! Not this man or that
man; but the whole race. In Adam all
bavd sinnéd; in Adam all have died. It
s Bbt that x few leaves have faded or boen
slisket down, but the tres has become
cortupt, roét and brunch.  Theo  flesh,”
or. % old man™—that is, each man sshe ®
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Jhora into ther world, a.son of man,. a fi

umentof: Humanity: a unit in Adam’s fallen,
'lfody;e—is- “corrupt.” He not merely
brings forth sin, but he. carries it abous.
with' liine; as his second self; nay, he is &
“Body” or mass of sin (Rom. vi. 6),.a.
“body oftdeath” (Rom. vii. 24), subject
not to the law of God, but to « the law of
sin;”  (Rom. vii. 23). The Jew, educated
under the most perfect of luws, and in the
most favourable cireumstances, was the
best type of humanity,—of civilised
polished, educated humanity; the best
spacimen of the first Adam’s sons; yes
God’s testimony concerning him is thas
he is *“under sin,” that he has gone asiray,
and that he has “come short of the glory
of God.”

‘The outer life of man is not the man,
just as the paint on a piece of timber is
not the timber, and as the green moss
upon tha bard rock is not the rock itself.
The picture of a man is ot the man; it is
but 2 skilful arrangement of eolours which
look like the man. S itis the bearing of
the soul towards God that is the true
state of the man. The man that loves
God with all bis heart is in 2 right state;
the wan that does not love him thus is in
a wrong one. He is a sinner; because his
beart is not right with God. He may
thiok his life a good one, and others may
think the same; but God counts him
guilty, worthy of death and hell. The
outward good can not make up for the
inward evil. The good deeds done to his
fellow-men cannot be set off against his
bad thoughts of God. And he must be
full of these bad thoughts so long as he
does not love this iufinitely loveable and
infinitely glorious Being with all his
strength.

God’s testircony then concerning manis,
that he does not love God with all his
heart; nay, that he do~s not love him at
all.  Not to jove our neighbouris sin; not
to love a parentis greater siny but not
to love God, our divine parent, is greater
sin still.

Man peed not try to say a good word
for himself, or to plead «not guilty,” unless
he can shew that ho loves, and has always
foved God with his whole heart and soul.
it he can truly say this heis all right,

ko is not 5 sinper, and does not need Pai-
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don. He will find his way tothe kingdom
without the cross and without a Saviour.
But, if he cannot say this, # his mouth is
stopped,” and he is ¢ guilty before God.”
However favourably a good outward life
may dispose himeelf and others 1o look
upou his case just now, the verdict will
20 agaiust Lim hereafter. This is man’s
day, when man’s judgments prevail; but
God's day is coming, when the case shall
be strietly tried upou its real merits.—
Then the Judge of all the earth shall do
right, and the sinner be put to shame.

There is another and yet worse charge
against him,  He does not believe on the
" name of the Son of God, nor love the
Christ of God. Thisis his sin of sins.—
That his heartis not right with God is
the first charge against bim. That his
heart is not right with the Son of God is
the second.  And it is this second that is
the crowning, crushing sin, carrying with
it more terrible damuation than all other
sins together. «Ie that believeth not is
condemned already; decause ke hath not
believed in the name of the ouly begotten
Son of God,” (John iii. ]S?. “He that
believed not God, hath made him a Jiar;
because he belicveth not the vecord which
God gave of his Sen,” (1 John v. 10).—
« He that delicveth not shall be damued,”
{Mark xvi. 16). 1lence it was that the
apostles  presched  « repentance toward
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Cluist,” (Acts xx.21).  And heoce it is
that the first sin which the Holy Spirit
brings home to 2 man is undelicf; * when
Yieis come he will reprove the world of sin,
decause they belicve not on me,” (John
xvi. §, 9).

Such is God's conlemaation of man.—
Of this the whole Bible is full. That
great Jove of God which his word reveals
1s based on this condemnation. It is love
to the tondemned. God’s testimony to
Lis own grace has no meaning, save as
Testing on or taking for granted his testi-
mony to man’s guilt and ruin.  Nor is it
agzinst man as werely a being morally
diseased or sadly unfortunate that he testi-
fies; but as guilty of death under wrath,
sentenced to the eternal curse; for that
ctime of crimes, a beart nol right with
Gad, and not true to his Incarnate Son.

This is 8 divine verdict, not 2 human

THE GO0D NEWS.

ome. It is God, not man, who condetiins,
and God is not a man that he should lie,
This is God’s testimony concerning man,

-and we know that this wituess i3 true.

MAN’S RELIGION AND GOD'S
RELIGION.

Man’s religion keeps God at a distance
—@God’s brings him nigh. Homage to
God, but not communion with Him, isthe
object of the former; nearness of fellow-
ship and companionship, coupled with low-
liest reverence, is the aim of the latter—
Man says, “ God is my cunemy, and must
be appeased; or, He is at the best a doubt-
ful fricnd, and must be keptat a distance:
He is incomprebensible and unapproach-
able, and therefore can have no common
sympatbies with me: I will lay my gift
upon His altar, and retire out of His
presence.”  God says, “Man is my crea-
ture, and though he is a sinner, dreading,
but not loving me, I will not leave him
in misery; I will come nigh; I will speak
with himin love; I will win back hisconfi-
dence, and teach bhim to love me; I will
make him feel that I 2m not his enemy,
but his friend; 1 will show him that in
my favor is life, and that companionship
with me is the joy and health of hisbeing.”

Man’s veligion bewins by enjoining wor-
ship—God’s by preparing the worshipper.
And here the difference is as wideas it is
stiiking.  The main idexs that man has in
connexion with worship is, thas it is the
meaus of securing repentance, and effecting
reconciliation with God. e brings his
gifts as the bribes or payments of the
criminal, not s the thank-offerings of the
forgiven. JIe warships in order io pacify
God, and persuade Him to extend His
favor towards him.  In God’s religion, this
order is reversed. The worshipper is ac-
cepted first, and then his worship. The
person is first taken into favor, and then
all-services are acknowledged as well-pleas-
ing. This is the divine order of things;
and the reversal of this order not merely
injures worship—it wholly invalidates it.
God’s order is absolutely essential to that
which ZJe recognizes as religion. Ha
will receive no offering, save from the hand
of an -accepled worshipper.—Bonar -gn
Ban. .
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«wHERE. THR SPrRir’ oF tHE
LORD I8, THERE 18 LIBERTY.”
1, There is {ibety of Acomes,~acoses

to God. In Paul’s letter: to the Hebrews,

inthe 10th chapter, you have the liberly
described. There, with no more conscience
of sins, we have boldness to enter through
the blood into the Holiest, of which scene,
it is said, that there, before God, * Your
sins and your iniquities will I remember

no more.” . ,

Let me here call to mind a very beauti-
ful truth regarding Aaron the high® priest.
You know Aaron was as Christ; snd you
remember that when Aaron entered into
the holiest, he had a golden plate on his
forehead, « Holiness to the Lord, was in-
seribed on it. Bat Israel in ilself, was
auything but ¢« Holiness to the Lord”
Israel was simply a people of sinners.—
But mark the plate on the’ Aaronick brow.
Aaron,. for Tsteel, was “Holiness to the
Lord!” and was accordingly permitted
. togoin before God; but there was one
thing necessary to this. It was the aton-
ing and sanctifying blood of the victim,
which he sprinkled before the Lord. The
standing of that blood was the standing of
Israel. They were before God according
to His estimate of &¢. And so the sheki-
nah, before which he sprinkled the blood,
shed down its peaceful, glorious beams on
the golden plate, on which was, « Holjness
to the Lord.” As I have often eaid to you,
the Jewish srmy might have been striking,
or perchance pitching their teots, but this
was the attitude of Aaron for Israel; and,
adds the sacred writer, It shall be always
on his forehead, that Israel may be accept-
ted.”.

Now, there is this difference in our case,
Aaron was ouly allowed to gg) in .before
the Lord “once a year;” but we who
believe in Jesus are once and for ever ac-
capted ; oneeand forever risen and seated
together with Christ in heavenly places,—
onoe .and for ever, we have ¢ bc;ldneqa;‘1

liberty) «to enter into the holiest by tha.
lood of Jeeus.” This, beloved, is our;
right of entrance! Tho blood that caneajs.

sin, and puts awxqtramgreuiqn. is Abat,

which-Jaye opety

w6
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Notno more consciousness of in;. not .

WE vkl No'midré consiiones of Hapy?:

that L do mot feel deep sorrow .om acosnut .
o means. is this; ..

of sin, bul.- what the apostl :
before I saw the wondrous love of God in:
the sacrifice of Jesus; which was the ex-
pression of that love before I saw my sins
on the cross, I had the dark load on .my -
own conscience, and the condemnation of.
them in me; but since I beheld the Lamb
of God, who not only took away sins, bu¢
condemued sin in the flesh, that load is:

gone, I have “no more conscience of sins{” -

bat rest and peace
peace in Jesus. \
8. And there is liberty of FELLpWSHIR.'|

of conscience; rest and

There are some Christians who have never \
yet had full liberty in prayer—calm, confi-

dent freedom in speaking with Christ. -And
why? Because they have never yet had .
perfoet peace as to the question of their
being én Christ. 'How. then, can Yhey
have unfettered fellowship? Such cannot
spoak to God with unfaltering lips as to
tgeir Father; cannot, in unfaltering accents,
thank Him for their salvation—thank Him
for peace. *Our fellowship is with the
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”
Liberty for fellowship must comie from' the
solid ground of the trath of His testimony
concerning our salvation as settled and.
.complete, and of having delieved that tes-
timony concerning Christ and our own
salyation. L S
4. Where the Spiri¢ of the Lord is,
thera is liberty” of OBEDIENCE. As
.Luther said, 1 now walk justly, because
I amjustified; not 1 walk justly that I
may be justified, but because J am justi-
JSled.” It i marvelious the joy a believer
may bave in serving God in obedience
. when he knows where he is, and what he
is in the presence and grace of God.. But
if he kpow not where he is, hijs services
wi)l be .rather the result of fear and of
dreagl, and fiot of liberty and love.
... Que thing  more:—«“ Where the
. Spirit, of the Lord is, there is liberty ” of-
uTIERANOE, - 1 would like to be practical-
‘hepa.. When Bunyan was ‘converted, Dr:
inen,  shon. viow-chancellor of Oxtord,
 tep. in 10 &' coiverticie” and -

Vi - ' Jd_’;f R o 4
v and” gl uxbelace o s

m. I T SR
2. Aud there is liberty of CONSETANCE.

vl A
fla wrote, * aéi"f»;ﬁ’b?’ o4
proach Gue sermdu Tike A
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el 49 Bhagan, ther’ 1o
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lm.vg)r been the author of all my, volumirous,
works” And Obeloved!” theunderstand-

ing-oné has of itis this—that ¢ out of'the|:

abiundance of the heart™ of that.convert-
ed'man God gave him the utterance that,
was ro mighty—that.marvellous power he
had:iu.and over his generation. " Ah, yes,
“ where-the Spirit of the Lord ¢s " (where

He. dwells within) “there is liberty of!

ulterance.” Not, beloved, that the chau-
cellor bad not the Spirit; he had the
Spirit; but there are degrees of that Spirit,
and degrees, too, of that Spirit in the same
man. How have I preached! I bardly
kpew at times 1what I preached! I felt
a8 if the Lord were not with me. At
another time one could preach for ever, and
sinuers seemingly could hear for ever.—
Where i3 the difference? “Where the

. Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty™ of

ulterance. Oh! who does not pray—

“Ah, Lord, enlarge my scanty thought
To tell the wonders Thou hast wronght;
Unlovse my stammenng tongae to tetl
Tby love immense, unsearchable.”

BISHOP BEVERIDGE ON HIS
DEATH-BED.

When the pious Tishop Beveridge was
on his death-bed, he did not know any
of bis fricuds or connexions. A inister
with whom he bad been well acquainted,
visited him,* and when conducted into his
room, he said, ¢ Bishop Beveridge, do yon
know me?  «Who are you?” said the
Bishop. Being told who the minister
wag, he said that be did not kuow him.—
Auother friend came, who had been
equally well known, and accosted him in
a similar manuer: “Do you know me,
Bishop Beveridge?” ¢ Who are you?®’
said he. Being tol] that it was one of his
intimate friends, he said he did not know
bim. His wife then came to his bed-side,
and asked him if be kuew lker. ¢« Who
are you?” snid he. Being told that she
was his wife, he said he did not know
ber.  “Well,” said one of them, « Bishop
Beveridge, do you know the Lord Jesus
Qhrist ¥ « Jesus Christ,” said be, reviving

as if the name had produced on him the

influence of a charm; « Oh! yes, I have
koown him these forty years, Precious
Saviour, he is my only hope!”

THE GOQD MEWS,

THE, INDWELLING. SPIRIY,.

“T'would give all I'have in the world' &
know that. I am certuinly. » childofiGodi”
Our heavenly. Father will noti sell: the.
assurance you desire at that or at any
other price; but. he will make you:a frew
gift of it, simply upon your complying, with,
certain conditions which ave indispensible.

« Whatare thossconditions #”

The first.is.that you. shall be a.child:—.
It is plain that you cannot certainly know,
vourself to boachild until you are a child.

« I hope I am that now.”

A wellfounded bope is an excellent
possession but I underatood you to wish:
for more; you wished to know absolutely.
Tlis implies, does it not, that you are nok
eutirely satisfied with your hope#

“That is true; I do wish to convert
hope iato certainty.”

This can be done only by complying
with the entreaty of the Apostle Paul:—.
“I beseech you, therefore brethren, by
the'mercics of God, tbat ye present your
bodies & living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God; which is your reasonzbla
service. And be not conformed to this
world, but be ye transformed by the.
reaewing of your mind.” For one who
covels conformity to the worldly ways
and worldly principles of those about him;
for one who is unprepared to give himself
wholly and entirely away to Chuist, it i3
quite useless to sigh for the spirit of adop-
tiou—to long for the certainty of beiug a
child of God. 'I'hat certainly arises from
the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, the
Comforter. He will not dwell with idols;
he will not make his abode in a heart that
is not wholly and heartily surrendered to
him. But iutwo every heart that is thus
wholly and beartily offered to him—that
is made ready for him by the power of the
Holy Spirit, he will come, and come at
ounce. He wili feed the soul that huugers
aed thirsts after righteousness: for ho says
such are blessed, and that they shall be
filled.— Quiver.

He knows therp i3 no absolute parfoction
in this life, yetis continually mhin%
after it, Phil. & 13, 13, 14,
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‘8abbath School Lessons.
Oétober' 94, 1864,
THE BARREN FIG TREE.
Mark xi, 19-33,

Wer. 19. Jesus returned from Jerdshlem to
Bethany, after having tleansed the témple on
‘the-geconid day Of the iwetk.

‘Ver. 20, 21. Tn the morning of thethitd'day
‘Jesus weat early to the'temple to téach the
péople, Luke xxi. 37,88. &rom the roots;
“thig showed that the withering had not taken
place so soon from ordinary nhtural causes.—

e disciples had heard Christ speak, Mark
ii. 14, but perhaps did uot give much heed, or
dllowed it to pass from their minds as not
to be follewed by anything remarkable—
Peter probably was the spokesmen for the
rest, Matt. xxi. 20.

Veér. 22-24. Have fuith in God. Thisis
what Jesus desigued to teach by his practical
parable of the fig-tree. It showed his divine
power and authority. “ He spake and it was
done.”  * He can do uaccording ta his plea-
sure,” Johnv, 17. It was giving a motive
for having perfect faith in bim. Unless we
lind a God that can do all things, we could
never place implicit confidence in Lim, John
xvii. 2. Jesus has given every proof of His
Almighty power and will to help us, ** to heal
our diseases,” Matt, viii. 27; to bring us to
himself.

T'his mountain, be thouw remorved: *moun-
tain " may refer to Mount Olivet, butis fignr-

atively used for _anything very diflicalt and,

impossible-looking to man, 1 Cor. xiii. 2.—
Man is easily cast down, when he las nothing
toJook to but his own strepgth and the
greagness of the obstacle before him, 2 Kings
vi. 16.

Shall not doubt; this shows the state of
mind in which God will answer the prayer of
fuith. A faithless prayer God will not receive,
James i. 6, 7. Curist’s miracles showed the
necessity of faith in the persous receiving the
benefit.  He shall have; the apswer to sach
a state of mind is sure as the promise itself,
1 Joln v. 15; Psa. cxvi. 1.

Believe thut ye receive them; we are to
ask God asa kind and loving father who will
pot deny what is good for us. A world
Iying in wickedness” receives many of God's
.yrifts without asking, Mutt. v. 45; how much
wore those that pray in sincerity, believing.

Ver. 25, 26. Forgive; thisshowsthespiril
in which we shouid pray. It is the very
“essence of Christianity, Acts vil. 60; Luke
xxiil. 34.  No one ‘can pray aright witheut
this Christian spirit. ~ God will et “héar

.

v80s

a prayer from au unforgiviog heatt, tioto finn
from ohe without'faith, ¢ Let not {tie'sdngo
‘down upon your wrath,” Matt. 'y, 23, 245

‘| M4tt ¥.°16.

“Vei: 27, /s he ioas ivalking; teadhingind
preaching, Matt. xxi. 23; Luke xx. 1.

Ver. 28-32. "The insincerity aund* hy{idc_rtsy
of these men Showed itself plainly hétes—
afraid to say that Joho's baptisn was from
heaven, lest Christ wonld at ouce spédk of
him as witnessing of Mim:<—afraid ‘to say
of men, lest they might lose the favour. of the
people, Prov. xxix. 25.

We cannot tell; the hypocriay becomés a
full-grown lie atlast. T'hese men were stijv-
ing against their own convictions; God had
favoared them with light, knowledge, aud op-
portunities above mauy others, yet, for their
own selfish ends and supposed personal advan-
tage, they are but too willing to sacvifice every
good and honourable principle:!

Neither do I tell you; Jesus could, but did
not: speaking in veply, not to their wotds
alone, but their seeret thoughts.  'The avswer .
was significunt and pointed, wilencing them .
better than even «f he had dicectly charged
them with their dissimulation.

See how dangerous it is to have-men with-
out principle as the religions leaders of the
people, *blind leaders of the blind.”  Those
that once fairly begin a course of dissimala-
tion are in Satan’s hands, Psal. {viii. 3; Joha
viii. 44.

Be honest, truthful, and sincere.  Never
let conduct or words place you in thelist of
liars. 'When cailed on to do so, state the
truth opealy, fraghly, and fearlessly; God will
be on your side; fear nout the consequences.
Never be ashamed to owa what you believe
to be the honest trath.

Never trifle with your convictions—God
“will not always strive with the childéen
of men,” Heb. x. 29-31.—Edin. 8. 8. Lessons.

—

October dth, 1364,

THE ARK RETGRNED.
Read 1 Sam. vi. 1-21.

1. T'he Proposal, ver. 1-9.

Isracl was without the ark scven munths;
they seem to have made no vffort ‘to recover
it.  Elron first proposed the retara of the ark,
chap. v. 11,

The lords were in doubt how to retarn it,
and the priests were conseited on the question.
Perhaps some thonght of making Isracl pay
‘aransbm for it Ihe priests give "wise “dnd
houest counsel-=uenerally - falsk {friests wére
‘bitter enemics to all thitt was Géd's: “See
Christ’s bistory. “The offering was 'a ednfes-

sion of theifsifame and gailt; and wollld Koep it
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in remembrance, The mice are not mention-
odbefore-it was a plogue like some of Fgypts..
%he Philistines conquered Isracl—the mice
ghall conquer the Philistines. They sfter-
wards gent o large number of golden mice, ver..
18, one for each village or city.

The history of Iigypt was kvowo and im-
proved, ver. 6. The lingering hope that it
was a chance had not diseppeared yet, ver. 9.

Beth-shemesh. A city of Judah belongiug
to the Levites, ten miles west of Ekron.

II. The Ark leaves Ekron, ver. 10-14.

‘Without further debate or delay, the plan
igadopted. 'Che kine were very unlikely to go
Wlllingly to Beth-shemesh; yet thoughunaceus-
tomed to the yoke, though on an untrodden
path, deprived of their calves, their udders
strained with milk, they, guided only by God,
took the ark to its destination, the field of
Joshua beside the great stone; not to idle men,
but to busy reapers.  God was notobliged to
give this sigu, because the Philistines chose
to try him thus.

I1f. The Ark at Beth-shemaesh, ver. 15-21.

The Levites—were inhabitants of that city.
Kong but Aaror’s family could touch the avk,
Nom. iv. 15. The sacrifices were made
probably ov the rock, or on an altar of earth
~it was irregular to offer them out of the
tabernacle.

‘The lords of the Philistines seem to have
followed with the retinue to see what reception
tha srk would get.

60,070 men. ~ 'I'bis number is supposed to
be erroneously copied. Some copies have it
5,0%0. Some suppose it to iuclude those
smitten among the Philistives. It is ver
unlikely that s0 many as 50,070 could be
guilty. The mystery that usually hung over
the ark made it now an object of curiosity.
God did not smite the Philistines for touch-
ing or lookivg into the ark—they knew no
better. The Israclites are as glad to get quit
of tho ark—as the Philistines were.

APPLICATION.

1. Fe should be more anzious Lo get quit
of sin thar of suffering. The Philistines
were notso.  Yet sin will sarely end ju suf-
fering. To get quit of sin is a radical cure.
Sin—not poverty, not ignorance, not pain—is
the* greatest cvil.  The world does ot think
50; but write it in your heart, act on it—rather
suffer than sin.  Joseph, Dimiel—all the
martyrs.  Ave you getting sait of sin itself?

2. God will conquer atlazt. }low foolish
40 contend withhim !« Harden not not your
hearts like Phavonal,” was a geod advice. It
is mercy to the sinner, not God’s weakoess,
that lepgthens out the coutesi, Psaim ii. 10.
“/The stone,” Damielii 35. ifow long kave
you contended 2 Is it over new 2

3 | people.

THE GOOD NEWS,

3. How to appease an angry God fya
dificult question. The Philistines found it
8o, ver. 2. Man will- find it 8o always, The-
Bible has answered it, Micah vi. 7; Matt.v.
25. It must be by the “one offering,” the:
“only way.”

4. God will secure His honour thowgh
man dishonours Fiim. Mice can overcoms
his enemics. ‘The oxen will serve Himy.
Psalm i. 12; Job xxii. 3.

5. God will not accept any service instead:
of reverent ohedience, ver. 19. He had for-
bidden any to touch the ark; and though they.
were joyfal, and showed their devotion by
many sacrifices, these men. were fear!all}
punished.  Qur God is a cousuming firg,
fIeb. xii. 2-9. So Aaron’s song, Lev, x 1.
Tzzah, 2 Sam. vi. Are you willing to serve
God in kis way, not your own 2 By poverty,
by suffering, by ditlicult disagrecable duty..
Joaah; Abraham, Gen. xxii. 2.

SUBORDINATE LESSOXS:

1. How foudly men cling to the doctfine:
of “Chunce”—how uwnwilling to believe in
God’s universal goverament | ver. 9,

2. How much more strictly God visiteein
in hisown children thun in stranzers ! Tsrael
felt this, ver, 20. So for one heart-gin, Mowes-
and' Hezekiah suffered.

3. We veed a AMediator to stand before:
“ this holy Lord God,” ver. 20.—~Edin. S, 8.

Lessons.

«THE LORD IS MY SHEPIIERD.Y

The joy of the Lord is thestrength of Hjs.
Faith displaces fear in every
wember of thelitile tlock.  Its appropris-
ting power enables each of them to say,
#The Lord is my Shepherd.” Wondrons.
word! 1 am a creature of vesterday—yet
the eteinal God is my keeper! J, a frail
and dying mortal—yet the Self-existent is
my Preserver!  His hand has led me ajt
my life long; His bounty bus supplied my
wants; I{ishlnngsuﬁ'ering has Lorna x'mh‘
the perverseness of my heart; His graciens.
Spirit has spoken comfort to my soul—
Marveltons has been the Jove of Christ! He:
came from heaven to soek me; Ho callad
with His voice to find me; He brought
me inte His fold to secure me; He shed
His bload to cleanse me; He has.sent the
Holy Spiit ta revive me.  His fullness
shall supply me; Ilis wishnn shall direet
me; His power shall presarve me; and into:
His everlasting fold He shall receive me;
for He is “my Shepherd” — Rev. L
Stever.soz. :







fv,
Donations, o
Thé following donations have reoeived
fiom 15th Agust, 1864, to 15th Sep r 1884, for
which we render our best thanh e name of
€he Lord:— b v

Amount ucknowledged lm No., -, -5

T. 8, Guelph.. -, - * - S

Mrs. J. H., Maitland, ~ - - et N -

8.0. P, Gaspe Basin,, + - . . 100
$17,00

Donations received previous to August 15th.
1564, and formerly acknowledged, $1576,21

“Total amount received to 15th Sept, $1593,21
——p
GRATUITOUS CIRCULATION. — We have

THE GOOD NEWS

“The subscribers of Tmx Goop Naws wid
are interested in the subject of Temperande,
will find that the JournaL or Tmmﬁq
published at our office, contains the largest
amount of Temperanc& lmmtnre, for the priga,
of any periodical in the Province.

We will feel obliged by our subscribére
uging their influence towards having it fie
troduced in their heighborhood. Specimen
copies sent on application,

—

glven away gratuitously, from 15th Angust
to 15th Sept.—
1800 Evangelizers, - - - « = 3600

Amount givem away from the commence-
ment of the woxl\ up to 15th August,
1864, - - $4272,44

$4308,44

“THE JOURNAL OF TEMPERANCE *

Is a new monthly periodical, devoted to the
interests of Temperance. It is published the
1st of every monti at 50 Cents per Aonum.

The “Journal of Temperance” has been
undertaken at the suggestion of friends, who
take a deep interest iu the Tempemnce @use,
in consideration ol the fuct that at pmsent
there is no peviodical published in Canada
whose pazes are specially occupied with
_ Temperance literaturs, and adapted by price
. and principles for general circalation.

This periodical wil! not be the organ of

“any of the Temiperance Societies, Some of
these have orguns specially devoted to Tem-

perance, and to the peculiarities of their own !
organization. With such n0 interference

will be made. Tt will advocate the disuse of
all that intoxicates as a beverage or as an ar-

ticle of edtertuinment, and go m cordml]y for

'aprohlbxtory law,

uw% daungt pledge ourselves to any parti-
- methed - in condactiog our periodical, :

;%mnke tarh promises that may be difficalt |
pocsxble to redeem; but ghall do onr.
onall goeasions to make ﬁ us smtable|

Q}h“ %te@}dﬁed n@ we possubly|

AGENTS FOR OUR PERIODICALS.

The following pariies will receive sub-
scriptions to any of our Periodicals on our
account. They buve «ivo & supply of the
Books we publish, for saje:—

+

ATMONLe, coveerieretcrereriinsenrennnns ... D. Ward.

ApPpPleton, v ovvereen chiiiiiiiie waaen Albert Teskey.

Ashton, .. enncu) and J.unes Conn.

Arnprior. xto ert Youn

Bailliebor ltzur&lg.
alsam..... Phxppens.

Brantford, ..... ... . . Passmore.

Bennie’s Corners, McCarter.

Brooklin. ..o veeinenn. Alex. n.

Brownsville M. Brow;

Canningion.. rer e J. W. Ellia.

Canninglua, C.\’v ye iiam McPhail.

Claremont. .

Carleton Placa,

Cartwright. .

Copetown.

Ed:uonton,

Lscott, cens

Fairfax, .

Gananonue,

Garafraxa, C. W.,
(ylouwbte. ’

Thouas Duncan.

Greenbank,... ..... . . ... -John Asling.
Iogersoil ..o Lol L e (\lex Wallace.
Kirkwall,............ e Win. McMillan.
Kipping PeQueevnan. i ieeeren R. Mellis.
Lansdovmc,.-- cee .. D. C. Reid.
Lanaik,..... A. G. Hall
London, C.W. ..Robert Scott.

o L. H. Currier.
. Moses Gamble.

Long lsmnu ’A)(L« e

i\gani;lu .............. i .A.gt:rdon.
idd ev.lle, ames Stewart,
MceDonaid’s -H. McLean.
Newbuizh, . Jns. Wightman.

Newcastie

Andrew Hunter,
Newtonville,. .

James Lookban,

BAWR o euiin, .., . Wm wart.
Perth,. o Hart nnd (1 Walker
Pieton, ... i e Mr. Taylor.
Port liope. «.... .. ..ivee.. . .}as Bau(l dookgu]ler
Porta,gr' du fort,... .. &g, McLexm.

Prince Albert.. < : Forman
%wbvc . Rev- 'unh nmm; s Depotr

| Bichmond... . . . heorge Brown® -
St. Catharine’s, - . . McCleI[.nd‘
Smith’s Falls,. ** "nd J. Washb

South Konaghan.
anont,u
ol e Islnnd‘.. v




