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PO™RTERY:

(Written for the Journal of Educalton.)
A OHOICE.
By Mns. Leenonon.

By the side of a silvery streamlet
That flowed through meadows green,
Lay a youth on the verge of manhood
And a boy of fair sixteen,

And the elder spake of the future,
That bright before them lay,

With its bopes full of golden promise,
For some sure, distant day,

~And be vowed whilst his dark eye kindled,
He would climb the heights of fame,
And conquer with mind or weapon,
A proud undying name.
On tho darling theme long dwelling,
Bright fubrics did ho build,
Wkich the hope in his ardent bosom,
With splendour helped to gild.

At length he paused, then questioned,
‘‘Brother, thou dost not speak.

In the vague bright page of the future

To read, dost thou no'er seck ¢

Thea the other, with smile soft, tranquil—
“* Of that am I thinking oow,

And the crown which I too am striving
Te win my ambitions brows.”

*What,—a crown? Thou hast spirit, brother,
Say, of Laurelg wiil it be ?

Thy choice, the life of a soldier,
Th’un daunted, joyous, free.

Though by wind and sun undarkencd
I8 thy blooning, boyish face,

To thy choice thou'lt do all honour,
For tis worthy of thy race.

Am I wrong? Well, ’tis more likely,

VWith thy love of ancient lore,

Thou would'st choose the scholar’s garland.
Not laurels wet with gore,

I will not chide—'tis surely, noble,

By simple might of pen,

To win thyself a master power

O'er minds of thy fellow men.”

But still shook his head, the younger,
** What unguessed thy secret yet?

Hal T know now, what thou seckest,
To deck thy curls of jet,

These buds, and he laughing scattered,
Blossoms on brow and cheek,
Pleasure’s wreath of smiling flowers,

Is the crown that thou dost seek.”

' Not so—of all, that were vainest,

’Tig a crown, immortal—rare—

Here, on earth, I must strive to win it,
But brother, I’ll wear it there,”

And he raised to the bluve sky o'er him,
Eyes filled with tender thought,—

Who shall doubt that to bim was given,
The glorious crown he sought ?

CANADIAN HISTORY.

Sumonville and Washington.

It is somewhat curious to have, at this day, an examination of
Washington’s culpabilities in the Jumonville affair from a member
of the French officers’s !amilK. In the recently published worl,
Les Anciens Canadiens, of Philippe Aubert de Gaspé, p. 396, is
the following :

Colonel Malcom Fraser, during Wolfe’s invasion of Canada, was
in a detachment which burnt the houses of the Canadians from
Riviére Ouelle to the Riviére des trois Saumons. Having become,
after the conquest the intimate friend of my family, he teplied to
my graudfather’s complaints about thisact of vandalism : ¢ How
could we help it, my dear fiiend : @ la guerre comme d la guerre.
Your Frenchmen, inambush in the woods, killed two of our men
when we landed at Riviére Ouelle.”” ¢ You should, at least,” said
my grandfather, ¢ have spared my flour-mill, my poor tenants
would not then have been reduced so low as to eat their corn in
sagamity like Indians.” ¢ In war as in war,”’ added my grand-
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mother ; 1 admit your maxim, but was it fair war to kill my
brother, Villicrs de Jumaouville, as Washington, your countrymau,
did at Fort Necessity.? « Ah Madam ! replied Col. Fraser, ¢ for
merey’s take do not, for the honor of the Engush, ever again men-
tton that atrocious murder.”

1 orce sligh '3 repovachied our celebrated historsan, Mr. Garneau,
with passing lizhtly over that hornible assasswaiion.  He rephed
that 1t was a dehicate subject, that the great shado of Washington
hovered over the wiiter, or something of the Kind.

This may be, but its incambenton me to clear the memory of
my great uncle, whom Waslungtou i lus works sought to blacken
1 order to jusufy his assassination,

The uadition in my family1s that Jumonville presented himself
as bearer of @ sununous requinug Major Washington, Commandant
of Fort Necessity, to evacuate that post erccted on French ter-
ttory, thay hoe raized a flagof ruce, showed his despatches, and
that, nevertheless, the English commander ordered tus men to fire
an him and his small escort, and that Jumonvitie fell dead with a
pait of those who accompaniud him.

There is a discrepancy, easily explained, between the tradition of
my family and the tuath of history. Moreover, tns discrepancy
has no bearing on the murderof the bearer of the flag of truce,
whose mission was to summon the £nglish to evacuate the French
possession and wot IFort Necessity, which was ot thrown up il

Europo ? Yet the French have never been renroached with bewail-
ing hke women the loss of even their best generals or asignal de-
feat, why then their indignation, their fury at tho tidings of the
death of thm young man, who was, so 10 speak, making his first
apprenticeship in arms, if he perizhed in ai- action fought according
to the rules of civilized unatiuns 2 All the French pnsoners, and
Mauceau, who alone escaped the massacre, the very Indian allies
of the English declaro that Jumonviile waved his hankerchief over
his head, invited the English, by an iuterpreter, 1o stop, having
something to read them, that the firng ceased, and that while an
inerpreter wus reading it he was shot through the head, and that
but for the interposition of the Iudians the whole party would have
been massacred. * * ¢ Wsshington should never have sigied a
cipitulation where the words assassin and ussassination are thrown
w his face.

The realer must judge whether I have rescued my arand vucle’s
memory from the accusation of being a spy. Had Jumonville
acted the vifo part his enemy attributes tohim, tojustify a shame-
ful assassination, the French would never have shed so many tears
oa the victim?s grave.~—N., Y. Historical Magazine.

EDUCATION.

after the event.  (After citing Contreceur’s nstructions to Coulon
de Villiers, and the capitulation signed by Wushmgton, he pro-'
ceeds ;) Now no one 1s more disposed than myself to render jus- !
tice to the great qualities of the Amenican hero ; when inmy !
famuly the conversation turned on the cruel and premature death of
our noble kimsman, assassinated in the onsetof what promised to
be a briliiant career, I used to seek to excuse Washinmion on ac-
count of youth, as he was then but twenty. [ eapatiate on fus
virtues, fis humaaity, wien tweaty-two years alterwards he de-
rected the cause of his couatrymen and created a great and -
dependent navion.

never, indeed, should have thonght of drawinz from oblivion
this deplorable event, had not Washington lumself made it neces-

The Advantages of a Scientific Training.

(Extract from the inaugural speech of John Langton, Esq., Pre-
sident of the Quebec Literary and Eistorical Society )

I never pass the Jesnits® Barracks in our city without seme feesl-
irg of shame, in the comparison between the enterpriso of our
predecessors, and cur own apathy in this respect. We boast of the
superior energy of the Anglo-Saxon race ; but what have we done
daring our hundred years® occupation of the conntry towards its
ittellectual advancenient, which can compare with the foundations
which they had laid, when for the most part it was an untrodden

sary by seeking, in ordet to clerr himself, 1o blacken the ieputation ‘ wilderness?

of my gieat uncle Jumonville in the memoir which he published
several years after the eatastrophe. 1

« We were inihrmed,” said e, « that Jumoaville, disguised as!
an ludian, was prowhng for several days around our posts, and [
had to consider him as a spy.”?

This excuse has no probability, because Waslington could not
but know that, not ounly the soldiers but also the ofiicers of the
Frenen army, when fighting i the woods, adopted the Indian

dress, a short coat, legungs, breech cloth, and moceasms.  Tlu<|

light and easy dress gave them a great advautaze over enemes
always dressed in European style.  Nor could Jumonville, withont
culpable temeruy, proceed diwectly to the Eughish posts without
taking great precautions, the wood being infested with hostilg In-
dians, who acting ou a first impuise, would show no great respect
to a flag of truce.

After disposing of this accusation of lhis being a spy, of which

We can hardly with justice say that the merits of scientific
studies are not appreciated in Canada. It is rather the faghion 10
irive a general and theoretical assent to their importauce, but it ig
but o barren admission after all. Laudatur et alget—the claims
. science are acknowledged, but any active co-operation is with-
neld.  With the exception of some trifling grants 10 socteties like
oar own, the withdrawal of which is annually threatened, the only
smentific works which our Government directly patronizes are the
Leological Survey aud the Maguetic Observatory at Toronto, I
am na advacate for too much reliance upon the central authority
fur abjects which may be attained by individual enterprise ; but 1t
1 disconraging 1o perceive the precarious tenure by which we hold
those two great establishments, which are the only ones by which
Lurope recognizes the existence of science in Canada at all, and
which, if not supported by Government, must of necessity be
andoned. The public voice, as expressed in Parliament, is con-

Washington dul not thunk tilt years afier the murder When writing

his memoir, let us see what he says in justification m s de-’

spawches 10 dus government immediately after the affair. It is ne-
cessary to observe here that the crowns of France and Englwnu
were then at peace, that war was declared by Lounis XV. only sfter
that eveat 3 that the only hicsti'ities cammitted were the iuvasior

of French termtory by the Eoglish, and that it was against this very |

act that Jumonvilte weas sent to protest,

But let us returi to Washington’s justification in his despatches.
He says, that ¢ he regarded the frontier of New England as
invaded by the French, that war seemed to him 10 exist, &e. ; that
the Freach in his sizht ran to arms, and then he ordered his men
to fire, that the action lasted a quarter of an hour, in which the
French had ten men kalled, and one wounded, and twenty-one pri-
sonets 3 and the English one kiled and three wounded 5 that it was
false that Jumonville read a summons, &e. ; that there had been no
ambush, bui surprise and skirmish which is lawful war.®,

Lawful war indeed for a strong detachment to mitack suddenly 2
handful of men 1 full peace. It was not getting badiy out of 1t for
a Maor of 1wenty 5 some Generals of e Northemn American
Army, who pique themselves on adidress, woald nat do better ta-day.
The phrases ¢« that war seeme.d to him 10 exist,” ¢ that the French
in s sight ran to arms,” are of admirable simphen:. These
French dogs forgot, apparently, that it was more Christian te allow
themselves to be killed tike sheep,

If we accept Washinglon’s assertion how can we explain the cry of
horror and indignation that resounded through all Canada and even

s.antly inquising what is the practical use of them, and 1t desires
‘u sce our profit from them reduced to the tangible test of pounds,
!« unllings and pence. It is vain to speak of ovrucieasing knowl-
cdge of the laws which regnlate those complex phenromena which
‘are included in the single word weather, which are deduced, not
wdeed from the ohservations made at Toronto, but from the com-
panion of them with those made at observatories which have been
estabhshed by almost all other Governments ; and to point out the
advantuges, still in their infancy, which will result to the agncul-
tnrist, and to the mariner who conveys ocur merchandize, from
their further prosecution. The wtilty of a harbour of refuge is
something tangible, and readily admitted, whilst the expenditure
of a tithe of the money, which the harbour would cost 1s grudged
towards establishing the law of storms, which is as essential for
the safety of navigation. It is in vain that you may point out the
direct profit which arises from indicating the localities where
minerals of economic value exist, or are likely to be found ; and the
saving of useless expentiture. by determining the conditions under
which we cannot expect to find them. You may appeal to the
calculation of Mr, James Hali, who shews that upwards of a rullion
of dollars had been thrown away in the State of New York alone
n fruitless searches for coal, belore their geological survey proved
that all such searches must be useless. The pabhic still calls for
rore practical results, and attaches more importaice to the acci-
dental diccovery of one workable copper mine, than to the re-
searches which pnint out the large areas, in which the individuals
interested may make a prohtable search for the ore.  The laborious
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tracing out of the folds and undulations of an apparently unimpor- lthe possible value of the other. Asthe Volunteer movement is
tant stratum, and the minute examination of fossils, ave still looked | becoming popular amongst us, I may be allowei to take an illus-
upon as of no practical use. Men cannot perceive, that the one iration from military matters. One ol the objects of driil 15 10 teach
gives the only means of inferring, from <what 18 laid bare to our | habits ot punctuality, onler. quickuess, and prec.sion of movenent,
sight, in a limited space, the nature of the rock existing in othier | and the abstraction of the nund from everything except attertion
paits, which we caunot examine; amd that fossils, totully inde- | o the commands which may be received, so that the officer may
pendently of their interest to tho Naturalist as links in the great | be able 10 depend upon handling his men with as much accuracy
chain of creation, are ofien the only means we have of distingmish- . and certainty, as 1t they formed a machine ; but this nught be
ing between rocks which are lithologically similar, but belonging | attained by a system of drill having no relation to the soldiers’
to very diflerent formations. Without . e:,nowled;_ve of fossils  we | future dutizs. This, however, is not all the object. It s required
should still be eearching for conl in the Silunan rocks of the latthe same time, so t0 habituate them to the actual operations
Oueida group, and for lead in the Niagara litnestone. Our people | .hey havo to perform, that in moments of emergency, they may go
at lurge have not yet recognized the fact, that there s hardly a i thiosgh them with precision, as by an antificially induced instinet.
walk in bfe that is not more or less aflected by every advance in + So it is in e"ucation : wo wish to teach habits of thought which
science ; hardly a trade or manufacture, whieh does not owe its | witl be of usefu! application in aftor hfe 3 but we also wish te prac-
greatest tumphs to sume apphication of what, 1 1ts day, has been | tice the students in the application of thosa habits to the pu. .oses
lovked wpon as learned tnfling—and our politicians are slow & | for which they are o be exercised. The Ulilitarians acd the
perceive that, looking upon it merely as & money 1avestment, the | Dirciplinanians are both right, Lut both are rmistaken if they thnk
proviging for the country a sound scieutific cuiture is the surest | they can stand alone, and both in practice really act upon the
way of enubling it to respond to the demands of the Finance ' doctrine of the other. Mr. March, who in his lale wotk on the
Minister. Suzlish lauguage takes the purely 7tiliturian view, saysihat ¢ the
Ifon the one hand we lament that the p=ople undervalue all | student of language, who euds with the linguistics of Bopp and
scienlific investigations, which do not evidently and wnmediately | Grimm, had better never have begun ; for grammar has but a value,
fead 10 some practical use, on the other hand I am afraid that in . not a worth ; it is 2 means not an end , 1t teaches but huli-truths,
many of our higher educational institutions there is a tendency to | and except as an introduction to 'iterature and that winch latera-
underrate the physical seiences for an opposite reason. From tneir | ture embodies, it is a melancholy heap of leached ashes, marrow-
practical valuo it is thought that they may saiely be left to 1ake . ess bones, and empty oyster-shelis.”” But Mr. March shews
care of themseives, whilst as a means of mental training they are : infinite diligence in coliecting and illustrating the bones and oyster-
considered inferior to the old time-honored subjects of academical 'shells which he affects to despise; and the Disciplinarian, who
education, the moral and mental! sciences, and the study of the ' considers 1he hiterature as a secondary consideration to the mental
ancient languages—Mathematics forming a sott of debateable land, | training, i+ yet influenced by the Lterature in selecting the lan-
between the two systems, being a purely menta! operation on the | zuage to form the basis of the study. Iad 1t been otherwise, ihere
one hand and of inexhavstible practical “application on the other. | is no doubt, that it would not have been Latin and Greek, but
As we are not an institution whose proper {;usmcss is education, it | Sanserit, which would have formed the text of academical lee-
may appear superflluous in me to interfere upon the present occa- tures. It is their literary merits, and their intimale association
sion in the vexed question of the relative merits of the two sys- | with the daily business of our lives, with our habits of thought and
tems, but as one of the main objects of our society is the advance- . forms of evpressisn, and the constant allusions to, and illustrations
ment of the sciences, it will not be altogether out of place if I say ' from them, occurring in our own literature, which causes the for-
a few words upon that most obvious way of promoting them—the ' mer to maintain their position.
making them prominent subjects of study in our higher Seminaries ' So far then the classical langnages and the physical sciences are
of learning. “upon a par, and both are brought To the test of the practical uuhy
As to the mental sciences I willsay nothing. I do not feel com~ 1 of the substance which we acqmire. If wo look simply to the
petent to speak of their merits as a means of mental training, and * heneficial effects of the methiod of acquisition, I am unable to see
1 should lay myself open to the same censure which I haveapplied any marked superiority in either. The mental processes appear
10 others, 1f I undervalued what I am myself unable to appreciate. | to be much the same. ~ It must be lughly instructive, under able
Their advocates, however, will admit that they are not very pro- | auidauce, to fol'ow the gradual development of language, and to
gressive branches of learning, (which may indeed arise from their | trace back the later words and terminztions to their rudimentary
having, unlike all other human tlungs, already arrived at perfec- | forms ; to watch the transfc mations of the same e'ement as it
tion) ; but whilst the physical sciences have been advancing with { appears in cognate languages, and to letermine the Jaws which
such giant strides that it is almost impossible to keep pace with | suwle all these changes.  Bit there are closely analogous points to
their progress, the mental sciences, after engaging the acutest fwhich the scientific botanist and the comparative physiolegist calls
intellects for centuries, remam substantially where ﬁxey were two | the atiention of his pupils. There too we trace a gradual develop-
thousand years ago. Ihope I shall not very much shock any |ment, a constant transformation and modification of parts as they
melaphysician present, if I say that, as in the case of the celeb- | appear in species more or less allied, till by successive steps you
rated combat between Gymnast and Captain Tripet, I am very | can follow an argan through all its metamorphisms, and detect its
much of Corporal Trim’s’ opinion, that one good home-thrust of a | dentity afier it has entirely changed its outward appearance, and
bayonet is worth the whole of it. he character of the functions which it performs ; just as in two lan-
Far be it from me to disparage in the slightest degree the cul- | zuages, you recogn ze the same word, though there may nct be a
tivation of the languages of Greece and Rome. [ canuot iizagiae | single letter in common, and the weaning of it may have greally
a more interesting, or more appropriate study for man, than ‘hat of | *hanged. Nay, i¥ yov investixzite aue class of fucts to the exclu-
the laws of language, which principally distingwishes him from "“ian of the other, you niss the full force of the crowning lesson—
the brute creation, and the laws of thought as ewidenced and ! har ot only in the materinl vniverse, but even in the realms
tangibly embodied in ils structure; and totaily apart irom ihe | of thonght and in the modes of expressing it, one system pervades
merits of the literature, an ancient Janguage is the best, and indeed | he whole creation—everywhers constant change and ievelopment
the only Lasig, upon which the study can be properly founded. | with the preservation of lhe same typical analogies; 'every\vhere
Greek and Latin contain moreover 2 literature of such value and | nfintte varicty and complexity 3 the detail, with uniformuty and
beauty, and the languages themselves are capable of such a felicity | smpheity in the plan; everywhe.e endless differences, but one
of expression, that they ever have been, and ever will be, con~ | Jaw, and one Jawgiver.
sidered an essentiul portion of a liberal ‘education. So many of | The habits of mind which are engendered in either case are the
their words also are embodied, erther by direct adoption or by the | :ame, whether the study be that of a language or of a physical
tervention of other languages in one element of our own mother | science—patient analysis of the facts as they presert themselves;
tongue, and they are so closely related collaterally to the other | 1in aptitude to detect Tesemblances ard to distinguisk: differences ;
element, that no man can be said 10 be thoronghly master of his | cavtion in forming a judgment, not taking a thing for granted from
English who has not a competent knowledge of Greek and Latin ;| the firs: plausible suggestion to your mind, bat tracing 1t thiough
and the structure of our whole scientific nomenclatare having the 1 all its analogies and relatioaships; aud the power of generalizing
same origin, is another reason for becoming familiar with them. | the facts thus carefully ascertamed, of separating them nto groups,
Bot 1these ace the useful results of the knowledge when acquired, | ard binding them torethor by general laws, [ wil. even go a step
whereas the ar?ument ia therr favor is on account of the inteltectual ! farther, and without assigning any superiority to the one slaly over
training from the manner in which they are studied. It is impos- | the other, I will maintain, tkat in these importaut qualities the
sible entirely to dissociate the two views, although, as in_most | sciences had the precedenca in point of time, The study of Jan-
Controversies, the ablest advocates of one course are apt to ignore ! gua e has followed in the footsteps of that of the material world:
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It is only because, within the last 50 years, language has been
subjected to the process of anulysis and induction, nmetied devised
and perfected for, and illustrated by the pursuit of physical iuvest-
igations, that its study has been raised from a inere acquisition of
words and arbitrary rules, 1o the diguity of a science, and that it is
entitled to the high rauk which it undeubtedly occupies as an in-
strument of mental training,. "

The truth appeare to me to be, that language, mathematies, aid
hysical scivnce, and mental science, probably, alsu, may, in skil-
ul hands, be_equally well employed as the basis for disciplining

the mind, Thero will be some difference inthe special tendencies
of each, and in their adaptation for different degrees of matwity in
tho inteltect to v dealt with, and to some extent iu the peculinr
qualities of individual intellecis most Lkely to be benefited by
them. Each of these studies has at the same time a practical use
from the knowledgo acquired, inespective of the process of acqui-
sition. Here oo, there 1s much diversity in the universality of the
application of the knowledge, and different men will attach varyin

degrees of impostance to each, according to their several tastes an

professional purswits. There can be little doubt that the wmost
perfect education would result from the vuion of them all; but the
great dunger hies in the extent of the feld, and in the fear, lest by
attemnpting too much, we should give a mere supesfiesal kuowledge

without a thorough training iu any one branch. In schools, where
a uniformity of system is essential, I beliovs that the langunages
and the natural sciences will be found better adapted to the im-
nature intellect of the boy, than either maihewmatical or metaphysi-
cal studies. But mn the mghor educational institutions, whers a
certain latitude of selection may be left to the students themselves,
according to theit several tastes and their ultimate destinations,
there ouaht to be provision for the proper study of them all. The
embryo Tawyer, wlhoso after life is to be engaged in logomachies of
another kind, may find profit from being versed in the subtletis
of the metaphysician, the future eungineer will probably prefer
mathematics, and the medical studeut some of the sciences, whlst
all will do well 1o complete their training in the study of language.

I should perhaps apologize for having wandered so far from my

main subject, but the impostance of the questivn justifies the digres-
sion. To return to our own specil field—if in the pursuit of most
of the sciences we labour under disadvantages from want of oppor-
tunities, there are some branches where we have peculiar facilities.
The Geology and Natural History of our country must be studied
on the spot, and the world of science may fairly expect that we
who have the opportunity, thould supply some of the facts. These
are exactly the kind of subjects in which such societies as onrs
are found to be most efficient, as they afford the means of bring ne
under notice, and placing on record, detached facts which coulc
be made public in no other way. To these subjects our Museur
also ought to be mainly if not entirely devoted, and it would be
quite within our means to make it complete in these departments.

The time has indeed gone by when a Museum was a were col-

lection of curiosities, or as it was defined by Horace Walpole, o
« hospital for everything that is singular—whether the thing has
acquired singularity from having escaped the rage of time, or {rom
any natura! oldness—or from being so insignificant thai nobody
thought it worth while to produce any more of the same.”” But the
legiﬂ?mala field of a museum, as illusirative of useful studies, is so
exteusive, that a general collection with our Iimited means would
from its incompleteness be of comparatively littlo value. We
ought therefore to limit ourselves to some special object, and the
most appropriate one would be the illustration of the natural pro-
ductions and of the history of Canada.

There is also another branch of inquiry, in which it is quite
within our power 1o assist in supplying Canada’s contributicn
towards the general stock of knowledge. ~The ocial sciences are
daily becoming more 1mportant, and they, like all sciences, must
be founded upon a wide basis of well established and carefully
digested facts, To tius foundaton Canada has as yet hardly con-
tributed anything, and yet there are some points in which the
very youth of the country might make a collection of its statistics
peculiarly valuable. It is not very certain that all deductions,
tounded upon the state of society in Europe ure strictly applicable
to a country where the conditions are so different as they are here,
and for our own sakes it would be well if we could investigate
these questions from our own point of view, instead of accepting
withont examination the European versions of them. Moreover, for
the sake of establishing the principles of the sciences themsealves,
a social conditiun, just arranging Mself nto order, may bring to
light tendencies, which are :ﬁlogelher concealed in the complica-
ted and stereotyped relations of long established communities ; just
as the chemist may scize a substance ia its nascent state, which in

its permanent comFounds is too stubborn to yield itself to his anal-
ysis. ‘Towards ail this, or to whatover of it inay bo practicable,
we have done nothing. There ishardly a ciilized community any
where wwhich has furnished so little statist al information as Cana-
da, and what we have done as been imporfect, and what is worse,
it has often been incortect.  Now individuals may do much in this
line, and Societivs may press upon Government the importance of
the subject, and point out the particular branches in which the col-
loction "of facts is most required, [t is to the zeal of Societies in
Europe that we are prineipally indebted for the recognmon by
their Governments 0!l the utility of statistical information, and 1
pomt thas out a8 ono of the ways in which we uleomay do some-
thing towards furthering the objocts for which we wore established.

Bad and good Spelling.

To teach spelling, the habit of constantly writing passages either
of prose ar peetry 1s absolutely necessary, in order that the eye may
be tramed to distinguish the correct forms of words. The majorty
of persons find, by experience, that when they ars usked to spell
word nlond, they are in doubt, and are apt to maxe a mistake ; but
if they write the word their eye at once guides them to the proper
method of spelling it.  The inference, from this isrpklin, namely,
that the eye 1s as much concerned in the spelling of words as the
ear. Children shonld therefore be early accustomed o copy passages
correctly from their reading-book. This exercise, which I call
stranseribing,® should be coutined to the junior classes in schaols,
and be a preparatory step to the dictation which they will practise
when they get mto the semor classes. Trauscribing teaches spell-
ing ; while dictation (leavin%, as it does, the pupil without the awd
of i book to copy from) must Do regarded properly as a test of spell-
ing.

The cerrecting of written exercises is always a tedious part of
schaol-work, and; sufficient time should be atlowed for it in the gen-
eral time-table of the school. There is one method of correction
which is attended with little loss of time ; but whether it can always
be depended vpou, 1s a questton which I must leave the reader of
this letter to determine.  The method is as follows : Aftera passage
has either been transcribed from books or written from dietation
(and so of course without the aid of books), a woui.or or pupil-
teacher, taking a book, should slowly spell aloud each word large
and small, in the passage which has been written.  While he does
this, each scholar should ~arefully look at his own slate,and if he
finds a word which he has not spelt as it is spelt in the book, and as
the monitor spells 11, he should put out lus hand ae a signal for the
monitor to wait until he has pui it down correctly. L. fact, the
scholars should correct their owi. errors, with the view of impressing
good spelling upon their minds.

There is an interesting way of teaching spelling by the aid of the
black-board, which [ will describe. Let a black-boatd be placed on
an easel before a class ; then let the second boy propose a word,
which the first boy should go up and write in large letters on the
board. If he canuot write it correctly, let the second boy doso 3
and if he cannot, let the third § and so on : the boy who ir right
being allowed to go before those who are wrong. Theo teacher
should stand by to see fur play, and to prevent long words, such as
Constauntinople wnd Mesopotamia, from being proposed. Thescholars
should confine themselves mainly to small words, especially those in
which ei and 7e oceur, or in which letters ate to be Joubled, or a
igltcr is to be ominted.—J. F.in English National Society Monthly

aper.

‘The Natural sciences in Common Schools.

In the fast age in which we live, when new pians in every de~
partment of hife find ready advocates, we often {ail 0 digreriminate
between novelty and improvement.  Not mauy years ago the most
essential qualifications of the school-room were to read, write, cipher
and make pens. But izany now, as we believe, quite in advance
of the age, insist that in addition to these branches, musie, paint-
ing, and the whole cirele of natural science should find a place in
our common schools. But this opinion is advocated chiefly by those
who have had little or no praciical experience, and no argument
could bettes convinee them of its utter impracticability thah an at-
tempt to reduce their system to practice. No new theory shounld be
adopted because it is new, and yet we shonkl, of course, uccept
whatever is kuown 10 be an improvement,

The great object in teaching is not 10 crowd the mind with as
many facts as possible, but to educate, to lead forth and strengthen
the mental powers, by presenting objects that will awaken thought.

amp——
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It must be confessed that wmany of our text-books ase propared
with hitle reference 1o this prime object of study, and teachers, too,
are apt to feel .hat their work is completedd when the last lesson is
recited. Tho teacher’s mind should by well stored with knowladge
derived from every department of science. There are opportunities
constantly recurring when an explanation or anecdote, suggested
by some topic under consideration, will awaken an intereat which
could with difficulty be secured in any other way.

Geology, mineralogy and astronomy afford an inexhaustible soutce
from which a skilful teacher can draw at pleasure. ‘The unreflect-
ing school-boy looks upon the stones as fit only fer wall or pavement,
but in the light of science he reads in them the history of the earth
indelibly written in solid reck. The twinkling stars, reade, as he
thinks, only to give light when there is po moon, became worlds
like our own, perchance, but infirite in number and distance ; and
as he extends his imagination fo grasp what hes beyond vur viston,
he 13 enabled to form some concetion of the infinite and eternal.

Gevgraphy may bo made dously interesting , if among its dry

questions some brief description be «+ven of the customs, manners,
language, or general characterist.  of the peoplé who inhabu the
countries and cities whose crookedl names are so formidable to the
beginner,
. The young and tender mind can be disabused of the superstitious
notions &0 pravalent even in our own age without worrymg through
the intricate problems of astronomy or commiuting the dry facts of
ph{sicial geography.

t may be said that these suggostions savor of superficialness, By
no means, We consider the great object of our common schools to
be to secure to every scholar a knowledge of the elements or first
principles of an_education,—the foundation only upon which the
superstructure is afterwards to be reared. Would we have the
foundation perfect in every part, we must give it our chief care, yet
we should shape every stone with reference to the edifice which is
to rest upon it. So in educating the mind, first principles must be
established upon - secure basis, while superstitious prejudices may
be removed, and by simple means direction given to the thoughts
which will have an'important bearing upon the future development
of mind.—H. M. in Rhode Istand Schoolmaster.

OFFICIAIL NOTICES.

EXAMINERS.

His Excellency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on the
15th ult., to appoint Sévére Dumoulin, Esquire, & Member of the Board
o{" Ezamincers of Three Rivers, in the room of John Whithford, Esquire,
absent.

8CHOOL COMMISSIONERS.

His Excoliency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on tho
15th ult., to approve of the following appointments of School Com-
missioners:

County of Charlevoix.—Petite Riviére : Messrs, Ismast Lavoie, Téles-
phore Lavoie, Léou Lavuie, Frangois Simard, aud Elzear Tremblay.

Gounty of Ottawa.—Hull: 3r. John Ferrig

County of Richelieu —Parish of Sorel: Mr. Augustin Lavalléa.

S g%umy of Temiscounta.— St. George de Cacouna: Mr. Célestin
aiodon,

Oounty of St. Maurice.—~St. Eticnne: J. B. Beauchemin, Esquire.

TRUSTEES OF DISSENTIENT SCHOOLS.

His Excellency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on the
15th uit., to approve of the following appointments of School Truatees :

Conmx of Napierreville.—S8t. Michel Archange: Messrs. David For.
rester, William Forrester, and John Forrester,

County of Two Mountaing ~St Joseph.—Messrs. Robert Walker,
James Walker, and Hugh McCole,

DIPLOMAS GRANTED.
LAVAL NORMAL E£CHOOL.

Ol{‘cjlollcizil School (F. and E y—Messrs. Pierre Giroux, and Elzéar Octave

OWER CANADA.

St
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Slementary School (F. and E.)—Miss Carolino Dufresne,
(Issued sirice July, 1963.)

CATUHOLIC BOARD OF LXAMINERS FURl THE DISTRICT OF MONTRBAL.

2ud Class Elementary (F.)—Miss Maric yse Maricer,
Aug. 1, 1863,

1st Cluss Elementary (F.)—Mr. Lounis Napoléon Ledous.
Aug. 6, 1863,
I, X. VaLabs,
Sccretary

PROTESTANT BOARD OF KXAMINERS OF MONTRRAL.

R lbct Class Academy (E.)—Messrs. John J. Maclaren, and J. U. Edward
oberts,

152 Cluss Model Schaool gb‘ )—Messrs. William Cairns, James McGregor,
Jolin Rollit, nad Tsanc W, Wallace.
2nd Cluss Model School (I,)—Mr. Andrew J. Kay.
1s¢ Class Llementary (F.)=—Mr. Edouvard Roy.
1st Class Elementary (E.)—Messra. James Crothers, Jobn Long ;
Misses Jlargaret Crothers, and Martha McMartin.

2nd Class Elementary (E.)—Mr. Thomas Burton. Miszes Sarah Aan
Brown, Catharine C. Ciarke, Marion R. Dalgleish, Sarab Dalgleish, Ann
Gibson, Eliza Holland, Jessic Heme, Mary Ann McGarrie, Anaw & ~§‘cnn,
and I:abella Mathieson.
Nov. 7, 1863, (adjourned meeting).

T. A. Gisgoy,
Secretary.

B0ARD OF EXAMINERS FOR THE DISTRICT OF EAMOURASEA.

1st Cluss Elementary (F.), and 2nd Cluss Elemenlury (E.)—Miss Jus-
tino Gagaon.
2nd Class Elemenlary (F.)—Misses Marie Justine Letellicr, and Céla-
rine St. Onge.
Nov. 3, 1863.
P. Duwmais,
Secretary.

CATHOLIC BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR THE DISTRICT OF QUEBEC.

2nd Class Elementary (F.)— Mr. Edmond Bernard, and Miss Mario
Célina Canac dile Marquis.
2nd Class Elementary (E.)—Miss Mary Ann Fahey.
Dee. 1, (adjourned mecting).
N. Lacasse,
Secretary.

—

BOARD OF EXAMINZRS OF PONTIAC.

. 1¢t Class Elementary (E.)— Messra, Archibald Carson, and Joseph
otton.
2nd Cluss Elementary (F )— Messr3, Charles Campbell, Thomas Do-
naldsop, and George Hodgins,
Nov. 17, 1863, (adjourncd meeting).
Ovipe LeBraxe,
Secretary.

DONATION TO TiIE LIBRARY OF THE DEPA.LIDMENT,

The Superintendent of Education acknowledges with thanks the fol-
lowing donation :

From Messrs. Dawson Broes., Montreal: A Practical Grammar of the
French Laoguage. By William J. Knapp, A, M., 1 vol,

« JURNAL OF EDUCATION.

MONTREAL (LOWER CANATA), JAKUARY, 18¢4,

Agricuitural Education.
The measure recently adopted by the Lower Canada
Board of Agriculture for the promotion of Agricultural Edu-
cation is decidedly the most important step taken in the

right direction since the establishment of the Schools of St.
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Ann and Ste. Therese.  Agricultural Schools can only be
maintained by means of bursaries—even the celebrated
institution at Crignon is no exception to the rule, its atten-
dance, besides strangers coming from all parts of Europe
and America, consisting almost exclusively of its bussays.

The Board of Agricuiture 1s now engoeged in drawing up
programmes ior the examination of candidutes for Profess.s
orships of Agriculture, and the Executive has adopted o.
rule by which Agricultural Schools whose professors do not
hold certificates shall be excluded from any participation in
the benefit of a public grant.

We would particularly cali the attention of school author-
ities and teachers to the following details, which we trans-
late from the Guzette des Campagnes, adding, however, that
the number of scholarships has since been increased to’
twenty, corresponding to the exact number of judicial dis-,
tricts: :

¢ Since the opening of the Agricultural Schoels all who

- - —— ——

# 3Wo believe the Board is not opposed to the division of
v scholarship between two candidates. The bursaries are
only held during good conduct ; and the Board ~will no
donbt make a forinal ruls to this effect.

« Since cach of the judicial districts has u bursary at its
disposal there is no parish so small and isolated, nor village
so poor and far removed from the great centres, as to be
without a chance of sending a representative to one of those
schools. The Board of Agriculture, itself representing the
agricultural interests of the whole of Lower Canada, could
not possibly have adopted a more equitable measure, since
it offers 2n equal chance to the entire population, without
distinction of origin or as to locality.”

The Educational Almanac.

In presenting our readers with the accompanying sheet
Almanac for the new year, we would, according to the

entered them had been left to their own resources. Ilnv- 10‘_“5 established custom, givc expression to the hea'rly
jng overcome the opposition of relatives aud friends, a .wishes we entertain for their future welfare and prosperity.
serious obstacle still presented itself in the shape of the ex- ‘ + e Almanac has been considerably enlarged, and much
pense attending a sojourn at the School. The Board of; information, having reference to the Boards of Examiners,
Agriculture has now in a great measnre removed mis;Normal Schools, ete., has becfn added. The Table ofcqn-
obstacle. tents for 1863 also accompanies the present number. Tae

“ At its meeting held on the 16th December, at Montreal, } Jltlmax.]ac will be ]fougd very useful ‘}° pgrsons;hargg:ithh
the sum of $950 was appropriated to the founding of nine- | the execution of the School Acts, or having a direct ir;*2rest

teen bursaries of $50 each (one for each judicial district) in
favor of young men desirous of obtaining an agricultural
training with a view to fitting themselves for the duties of
practical agriculturists. Ten of these bursarics were alloi-
ted to the school at Ste. Anne and nine to that of Ste. The-
rese. The candidates to choose the school they shall enter.

¢ The sclection of the candidates is left to the Presidents
of the local District Sceieties of Agriculiure, and if on the !
15th May next, any appointment ren:a‘n still uareports d,‘
the Board of Agrienlture shall itsed fill the vacancy
before the 1st of July.

“ Taus, there is no time to be lost by intending candid-
ates, V70 cught fo apply to the Presidents of the Agricul-
tural Societies of their respective counties, stating their
ages, previous instruction, and especially what means they
possess of applyiag the knowledgze they shall obtain at the
School to a practical purpose, cither by cultivating on their ¢
own accotint or by the assurance of the use of awell steck-
ed farm, as, unless put into effect without delay, much of
the advantage of a scientific training would be lost.

“ The Board of Agriculture has not yet determined what |
conditions candidates shall be called upon to fulfil; and !
probably it has been deemed sufficient for the present to
require nothing beyond a compliance with the usual condi-
tions as formulated by each school.

*# The School at St. Ann requires that a candidate shall
possess 2 correct aud grammatical acquaintance with the !
French language, the first principles of arithmetic, simple \
and compound fractions, and proportion. The age on ad-
missien is fixed at not less than sixteen years; but if the

candidate is otherwise cligible, this condition is not a.lwuysl

strictly enforced.

in the working of the educational system. A glance in time
at the matter it contains may prove the means of avoiding
trotible and annoyance and prevent the incurring of much
useless expense.

The 01d and the Xew Ycar--1S63-1S64.

All the difficulties, quarrels and wars inherited from its
predecessor, together with many new clements of discord,
seem to have been handed over as a frightful legacy by the
oid year to the new. The great contest between the North-
ern and Southern States of America, which it was boasted
at the outset, would not last morz than six months, does
not, although it has been raging for almost three years,
appear to be much nearer its termination. England has
wars on hand in China, Japan, India, New Zealand —
everywhere almost ; Italy is on the eve of 4 new outbreak;
Poland is agonizing in an ocean of the noblest
blood of Eurcpe, while Denmark and the German powers
are almost inetrievably committed o0 a most sanguinary
contest, the consequence of which may be a general war.

The cld year has also witnessed the death of a great
many illustrious men, as may be seen by the numerous
necrological notices confained in our preceding and the
present issues. England seems to have furnished more
than her usual share to the list. L.ord Lansdowne, Lord
Clyde, Sir James Outram, Lord Normanby, Lord Lynd-
hurst, Lord Eigin, Archbishop Wateley, Mrs, Trollope,
Thackeray, and 2. great many other distinguished persons
in Great Britain have departed with the year 1S63.

The deepest sensation was created in Cavada by the
announcement of the death of Lord Elgin, which happen-
ed 50 soon after that of his brother, General Bruce. Lord
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Elgin sveathered a storm in this country which few
men would have stood with an equal degree of firmucss
and forbearance. Ie, however, carried the day, and
before his departure, saw the very leader of the party
who denounced him in the most severe terms, moving a
flattering address to him in Parliament.

It may be truly said that Lord Elgin established res-
ponsible or selt:government in Canada, and we nmay
add that he in a great mecasure founded the Upper
Canadian system of public instruction. In many of his
speeches and dispatches he has sliown in no equivocal
terms his warm sympathy for the education of the masses,
both here and in England, and his name deserves to e
placed among those of the benefactors of maunkind.

The sad forebodings of the political world and the sha-
dow caston the last days of 1St3 by the death of our
former Governor General found a kind of compensation
in the birth of a gon to the Prince of Wales. This happy
event filled the whole empire with joy, and counteracted
in a measure the painful effects of the ill tidings received
by successive arrivals.

The following extracts from English newspapers on tie

several topics abeve alluded to will, we have no dount,

prove equally iateresting and instructive to our readers.

The New Year’s Gift to Ensland.

On Friday evening Jast, a minute or two before nine o’clock,

her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales gave birth 10 a son.
The Princess had been present during the day with a party of
ladies and gentiemen (many of the lalter being members of the
London Skating Club), who met the Prince and Princess for!
diversion on the ice at Virgima Water.

who is said to be an excellent skater, did not, of course, tuke p::ni
in that exercise, but was occasionaliy driven about in a sledge. !
She watched with much iuterest the game of hockey which \\-.xs‘

played upon the ice by the Prince of Wales and his companions,

}the first break, since the beginning of tire new year, in the niono-

tonous suceession of sinister furebodings which the iast few days
have thrust nnder om notice. ‘The giandsire, ¢ the mother’s
side, of the infant destined, in the nateral course of things, to
tascend the throne of an empire second 1o no ather in tho world,
* has bat recently sueceedest 1o 2 position of Royaity 3 and one of his
uneles, who his hardly yet attained to manhood, has received the
-insigma of sovereiguy over at little Kingdom created but thiny
"yeurs agzo by Luiopean diplomacy, convatsed two or three times
by revolution, and stil disturbed throughout its navow area by
political factions. In neither instance has elevation 1o supreme
ru'e bronght increase of happiness, and time alone will show

{ whether it may be recoguised as a starting-point of distinguished
aud suceessul service.  King Cunstian IX. ot Denmark, exatted
to his post by a treaty not yet twelve years old—the bunding
-obligations of which upon one of the paities interested is denied—
15 already doomed to choose between having the better half of his
Kingdom wrenched from him or plunging mnto a war which will
I prabably wvolve all the Powers of Europe. The German people,
i possessed by an idea over which they huve brooded for years, and
“stimujated by petty Princes who appear to have Jooked upon a
foreign aud popular war as offering a more convenient chauce for
organising a united Germany than could be fouud e discussion
wlnch mmaht pusaibly compromise tiweir own anomaleus position,
exhibit the headstrong impetuvsaty of an ordinanly slow and docie
but stubbora-tempercd horse which bas got the bit between his
ttecth and suns away with his rider. The Confederate Diet, unable
seven it wond, and poss &y unwilling even i 11 conld, to control
i the national will, having pushed its legal rights 1o an extreme in
*the military occupation of Holstein, whicl i indisputably a Ger-
i aan duchy, and ‘connived at a revolution effected vides the pro-
tection of iis own l100ps 10 set aside @ successwon settied i 1852
by the great Powers, Prussin and Asstria included, is evidently
inient upon invadmg Seideswig aiso, Which 1s 2 Damsh auchy, on
“the preteat shat Schleswig amd Holstein are insepatably vnited and
must be ruled by one and the same authority. ~ This invasion the

t King of Demmark wiil resist by force of anns if necessary, and
t Bl Russell has warned the Diet that, should it take place, Great
i Britaiu will be unable to refuse the claim of Denmatk to assistance.
Itis at such a moment of suspense that the infant Prince, in
whose veins German aund Danish blood is commingled, has been
bronglu into the world. A quarrel of races over a dynastic arange-
ment wieh can hardiy sffect, either way, the substanual wel-
being of a hundred households, bids fair to array oue half of Eunrope
against the other, and to involve the effusion of rivers of blood and

'
H

Her Royal ighness,{ihe expendituic of treasure to an amount beyoud ail caleutaton.

Unhappily, moreover, antagomstic sympathies threaten to divide
the umiy of the Royval Family ; amd the sister 10 whose affectionate
tact the” Prince of Wales is nnderstoad 10 have owed lis brude is
natarally German in her sympathies ; winlst her brothee and her

and did not leave for Frogmore Lodge until near four o’clock. 'l‘llc’bwlhcr's wife are not less naturally nor decivedly Damsh. It

heaith ol the Princess must, therefore, have been vigorous up o

seems to us Enzlislinen a seuseless feud, as 5t 15 ytquesuonably
- 2

the hour of her confinement, and the ‘successive bulletins whichia sad one.  We'should hope that it will nol disturb the personal
followed 1he first announcement of the auspicious event have been ! relations of 1he mmembers of cur beloved Queen's famiiy oncto
of most satisfactory character as regands both the Royal moiher ; unother; and we tako for granted that no personal cousideations
and her balr  The news was conveyed within an hoor of the' will bias the international pulicy of this country. Buil we canaot
accoucheme  to her Majesty at Osborure, who started betimes on * but regard as an additional cause of grief to the Enghsh people the
Saturday morning for Windsor, at the station of which town she fact that besides havire before them the prospect of an unreason-
was met by the Prince of Wales, who accompanicd her furthuwith . able and sanguimuy war, they may be destined to witness a con-
to Frogmore, where she also passed the aficrnoon of Sunday. { flict of_interests, views, sympathies, and hopes in_respect of that
It_were superfluons 1o remark that the anncuicement m_J war, Iurced into the hitherio charmed cicle of which Quesn
received by the Briuish public with the iiveliest joy. Never was| Vicloria is the centre.  The danger scems o imminent that we
forcign Princess adopteu mito the great English family with more ' can enie.tain but faint hope of is bemg avernted. From the be-
hearty or unreserved enthusiasm than the Princess Alexandra of  ginning of the year every day has brought it nearer and unearer,
Denmark ; and, since the memorable day of her entry into Lon-:every telegmm has been more discourazng than tho last. The
dton, she hias not only preserved unimoaired, but, by the gracious- ' bitth of the Pance will not alter e possion of afinrs; bu the
ness of her bearing, has, if.possible, improved, her hold upon the * event is hailed as the appearance of a bnght star i the midst of a
loyal sympathies of all her Majesty’s subjects. The movements dark and stormy night.
of the Ruyal couple have been watched fiom that day tothis with:  We do but express the universal wish of our fellow-countrymen
unabated mieresi, and no incidemt_has occurred tending to chill in when we pray that the princely babe may be a harbinger of peace.
the shghtest degree the warmth of popular affection.  The birth of Blessings, as well as trials, vfien come in clusters. If, in hke
a son, and an heir 1o the throne in the second degrec, is welcomed manner asthe severity of winter; by a happy comcidence, gave
by the people of those realms with something of the leasing ex- | way at the bListh of ttus chiid lo more genial weather, the clouds
ciiement of a Louselold event, and there were probably but few | which now overhang Europe, threaiemng it watli the disasters and
families within the four seas which engirdie these islands to whom ' desolations of war, shounld show an opeming to the clear sky, and
the news did not impart a thrill of sladness—gladness forthe sake ! ultimately disperse without Jaying wasie the nations, Janvary 8,
of the Princess herself, of her hasband, of the Queen, and of Ofd | 1564, will be a memorable day with this generation of English-
England, who now sces threc generations of Sovercigns in a direct ! men.  Should the eveat, also, which seems more likely, chase
line, and who indulges in the "hope that the Royal vittues as well { {rom the hout of her most gracious Majesty the gloom and shadows
as dignities will be hereditary. of her widowhood, and, by aitracting her thoughts and afiections
Tho news is, assuredly, nono tho less acceptablo in that it is | from the irrevocable pastto the present, shed 2 mellow sunshine
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upon hier bosom, and reconcile her once again to public "life, her
people will s2¢ in it more than 2 fortunate concurrence of pleasing
circumstances, and, tracing in it a connection of cause and eflect,
will throw increased warmth into therr congratulations am} good
wishes. Come what may, however, the yet unnamed littte oue 1s
greeted with welcomes.  May he grow up to be the pride of the
coming generation, as lus futher and his father’s father have been
of tlug! Hay he inherit all the vistues which have ennobled the
names, or embalmed the memory, of those who preceded him!
Aund may 1t be reserved to our chuldren’s children to do homago to
him as a wise and beneficent Sovereign, swaymg he sceptre over
a peaceful, prosperous, and happy people l—flustrated News.

The Euvropcan Crisis.

Sir Archibald Alison has expressed himself strongly i favor of
restoring the Poles to thewr place among the nations.  Such a
restoration he regards as o great political necessity. Wnting in
1854, he says:—<¢In the very front rank of the great ieague of the
Western Powers, which can alone preserve Euvrope from Russian
subjugation, must be placed the restoration of FPoland. The ex-
tenston of Austria to the momh of the Danube, and her acqusition
of Moldavia and Wallachia, under the burden of the stipulated pay-
ment to the Porte, is the obvious mode, without domg njuslice lo
any one, of winning her consent to the cession of Galiera. I Prussia
casts in her Jot with the Muscovites, she cannet complam if she
undergoes the fate which she herself imposed on Saxony when its
sovercign adhered to Napoleon in 1814.%’ The impuitance of restor-
ing Poland to independence is as great now as it was when these
words were written : but the position of Europe has changed smnce
then, and the task of restoring Poland has become surrounded by
new difficulties. Ialy chaims Venetia from Austris more vehement-
ly than the Poles desire Galicia; the Hungarians_refuse to umte
with the other populations of Austria ; and more embartcassing than
all it 15 now notorious that the Emperor of the French is bent upon
destroying the Treaties of 1815, and extendmg the frontiers of
France. Engiand cannot afford to overlook the fact that Prussia’s
extremity is France’s opportunity ; and that Napoleon will never
join in a war for the restoration of Poland except for the purpose of
weakeniug Germany and seizing the provinces of the Rinne.  The
most that a successful intervention is likely to accomphsh, would be
to establish an independent kingdom of Poland, which would in-
clude parnt of the Prussian province of Posen and the Austnian pro-
vince of Galicia—France paying herself for her exertions by advan-
cing her frontier to the Riune.  What would then be the position ?
Would not the ascendancy of France be immenselv increased, at
the expense of those powers which at preseat keep her in check?
Germany would lose provinces on both her eastern and western:
frontiers 3 while France would receive new power from the frontier
aud fortresses ot the Rhine, and would find m the restored kingdom
of Poland a new ally. Todefeated Russia France would at the same
time offer 2ad 1 pushing her conquests in Asi, where she comes
into contact with England. These are consideratons which may
well make us pause before we mive way 10 our natural sympathies
in favor of Poland.  We wish well to the Poles. We cannot regard
with indifference the threatened exunction of a nationalay.  We
canuot be spectators of their gallant and desperate struggles for -
dependence wiliout believing that they deserve to be successiul.
Wuh Sir Arclubald Alison, also, we believe that, 1f Poland become
fairly merged 1 Russia, the power o} that colossal empire will ere
long overshadow the conunent. But of what use these sympathies
nlnd ogmions if circumstances deny to us the oppostunity to act upon
them

The grand difficulty in the Polish question is ueither Russia,
Prussia, nor Austan.  Let ns say it plamly—it 1s the Emperor Na-
poleon. If he were the upholder of treaties, as he presented im-
seif when he assumed the purple, or the disinterested champion of
national nights, as he announced when commencing the Itahan war
—the Polish question woukd be easily settled. Austria, we beheve,
woulil be as ready to cede Galicia now as she was in 1513, simply
for the sake of getting nd of an imernsl difficuly, and of erecung
in an wdependent Polawd an external shield against the power of
her colossal neighbour, Russta.  Eugland would have nothing to
seck, beceuse notlung to gmin, but the restorntion of Poland.  And
if Napoleon were equally dismterested, an alhance between Eng-
fand, Fraunce, and Austna wouold ere 1his have been concluded, and
the restoration of Poland would have become a maiter of cestainty.
But Napolcoq, as both Austria and England now know, is not dis-
interested.  Nesther as an ally 1s he reliable. England knows how
he closed the Cnimean war—Nialy knows how he acted at Villa-

franca. And so does Austria—for in that interview he offered to
give back Lombardy ifthe Austrian Emperor wounld permit him to
attack Prussia on the Rhine. He has got Savoy and Nice ; but in
order to complete his ¢ raission,’” he must exterd the boundares of
France to the Rhine. If he can accomplish this, his dynasty is
secure, Intemnal freedom may be safely grauted to his subjects,
when their external ambition has boen sutisfied 3 and France would
then cease from her revolutions, and settle dowa into the normal
condition of pations, under the dynasty of Napoleon. These are
great objects, 50 lar as regards France and himself. Butf tried at
the bar of Europe, they must be condemned. He cannot expect
other natiouns 1o sacrifice their rights in order that the awmbition of
France may be satistied and his dynasty secured. It ig these ob-
jects—it is this ambition of Napoleon—we repeat, that forms the
arand obstacle to the settlement of the Polish question. It forces
Austria and Ergland to mistrust and keep aloof trom him, and
threatens to tivide Governments which ought to ully themselves on
tlus question inte opposite camps.

We have nadestre to judge harshly of the Emperor Napoleon. He
is a great and sagacious monarcty, who has benefited France, and
n whose poliey towards the rest of Europe evil and good are inter-
mingled. Like every one else, he has his own game to play, and
he must play it 1o the best advantage. His policy requires thut he
shall aggeandise France at the expeuse of other states; but even ag
a matter of expediency, he must seek 1o mumimise the hostility
which such an aggrandisement must create by rendering to Europe
all the benefits which he possibly can compatibly with the prose-
cution of his own ends. He s an enhghiened monarch, who would
fain be a benefactor of Europe as well as of his own country. But
he is the Emperor of the French, and must attend to their interests
and aspirations first ; and with the realisation of 1hese are bound up
the su“cess of his dynasty. He 1s now in a pesition alike of diffi-
culty and of hope. ~1f the present European crnsis places him in
the gravest embarrassment, hie knows also~he has known all along
—that without the occurrence of such a cnsis lus most brilliant
hopes would remain unfulfitled. He has forescen some such crisis
as thus from the first ; he has framed his policy upon the wants of
France and the exigencies of Europe. Availing lumself of these
exigencies, he has already won lavrels for himself and aggrandise-
meat for France. But the crists with which he 1s now face to face
1s far grander and graver—presents ahke more risks and more ad-
vantages—than any with which he has grappled i the past. Itis
the crisis of his dynasty. It is the crucial test of his ability to canry
out his policy. Re must now gather up his full strength to cope with
the enterprise.

The intervention in Mexico has been called the greatest blunder
which Napoleon III. has committed. We see no reason so toregard
it. It may prove a failure; but it has rot done so yet. If it suc-
ceed, it will prove a glory and an advantage to France, and pro-
mses only benefit to the rest of the world. ~ It would redeem the
tich and beautiful country of Mexico from chronic anarchy and suf-
fering—from the political and commercial annililation which has
for a generation rendered 1t a blank spot it the world. It would give
an ontlet for the redundant portion oF the enecrgies and popuiation
ot France ; and by so doing would lessen the pohtical restlessness
at home, and, by allowing the now stagnaut population to increase
i numbers, would produce a healthier social condition among the

eople. Despite the present crisis in Europe, which reqnires the

imperor 1o concentrate his forces, this Mexican enterpnse may yet
be carricd to a successful end. But already 1t has not been without
1ts advantages for the Emperor. It has cost a few millions, indeed,
but these may be repaid ; awd, meanwhile, it has distracted the
thoughts of the restless French from the affairs of their own Conti-
nient at a time when these affaits presented nd favourable opportu-
nity for the prosccution of tho Napoleomc ideas. The Mexican
expedition, therefore,—whatever be its ultimate fate—has shielded
the Emperor from ympatient pressure on the patt of ins people and
has conabled him to bide his time.  But it is casy to see that tlus
shield will not be much longer available 3 nor can the Ewmperor
desire that it should be. It is npon the affaits of Europe that the
thoughts and ambitions aspirations of the French people are fixed.
¢« Penish ten Mexicos,?® would be their words, +¢ rather than Poland
shoutd perish.?  With tlus Polish affair is bound up this hope of
winnng the frontier of the Rline.  And the Emperor knows that,
if he can attam this latter object, his people will be quile content
that their ¢ grand idea® on behalf of Polaud be sadly shom of its
fair proportions.

The probable issue for the Emperor, we believe, {rom his present
difficulty—a difficulty not altogether unwelcome—is through the
portals of war. War, short if poessible, and closed by compromises;

but still war. One ally at least is already at his bidding. The fa-
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lian Government is cagar for the fray. It cannot get Veuetia, no
more than Napoleon can get the Rhine frontier, without a war ; and
a favourable opportumty for sich a war can only be found duning
the turmoil of a great cnsis. In 1859 the King of Sardiua had an
army wihich was < eating its head off.” The King of Italy is inthe
same position now. He has been elaborating the military strength
of his kingdom with a view to tho cunquest of Venetia; and if the
struggle do not come soon, Italy must collapse under the weight
of her proparations. Like a pugilist who has gone into traiming,
Italy knows that if the fight for the prize do not come off at once,
the splendor of her condition will lead to a break-down. Diplomatic
¢ missions ?? have recommenced between Turin and Paris; and n
the movements of Italian statesmen we can read the auguries fully
better than in the flight of birds. But we are persnaded, if the
[1alian Gorernment does not take special care in the contest which
it desires, it will be sold by its Impenal ally more senously even
than it has been already. Italy is too eager to count the risks. Na-
poleon eminently cautious. He only fights when he has seventy-
five chances out of a hundred 1n his favour. At present the odds
are by no means so propitious ; but will'any one venture to say that
they will not become so within three months 2 The Emperor can-
not continue in his present position—nor can he recede. In France
the Opposition have gained ground 1mmensely : in the election,
this year they have polled 2,000,000 votes, iustead of the 500,000
recorded in their favour ta 1857; and the old alternative 1s more
and more pressed upon the Emperor—Liberty at home or war
abroad. The Emperor, on his part, cannot as yet confer poli-
tical liberty upon his subjects, and his recent acts prove that he
does not mtend to do so. He must do something abroad, and the
state of Europe is becoming favourable to such an enterprise. Both
the Notes and the Congress have failed ; but the proposal of a Con-
gress gives him time 1o mature his plans, and will be kept danghng
in public view until the hour for decision strikes.

As if Evrope had uot already enough on her hands—as if there
were not difficulties and embarrassments more than sufficient to
tax the ample skill of statesmen, and ere Jonz, probably, to ex-
haust the strength of nations—the Germans are creating one embar-
rassment more, heedless though it should prove the spask which is
to set all Europe in a blaze of war. With all our love for the Ger-
mans, there is no naton that more tries one’s patience, aud need-
lessly exhaust our sympathy. They have no splendidg vili, hke
their Gallic neighbours; but they are so maladreit and unpractical,
that their faults do as much harm as the more criminal ambtion of
able monarchs. In the present case their policy is unjust and dis-
honest, as well as embartussing for Europe. The legal part of their
claim 1s advanced merely as a stepping-stone ta an act of high-
handed injustice. _Aud even the legal basis of their claim isa
curious one. At a time when the most solemn treaties which Eun-
rope ever ralified are thought to have become nullified by the lapse
of less than fifty years, the Germans go back to the middle ages,
and to facts which Europe had forgotten—if ndeed Europe ever
took cognisance of them.” In the remote times 10 which this Ger-
man claim goes back, the modern principle of nationality was un-
knowan, and populations-readily united or parted according to any
changes in the persons or fortunes of their rules. Dot happened
that the duchies of Holstein and Lanenburg peopled by Germane,
and the duchy of Schleswig inhabited by Danes, at one ime had
the same duke for ruler, althongh cach had an antomony of 1ts vwn.
But about four centuries ago, the duchies became part of the king-
dom of Deamark: their new sovercign becoming a duke of the
German empire in virtue of his possession of Holstein. When the
E;esent Germame Confederation was formed, the King of Denmark

came a member of it upon the same title. Meanwlule the Danish
kings had allowed the provinces of Schleswig, Holstein, and Lauea-
burg 1o mainiain their old ¢ Estates.®?  Butas this admimstrative
amangement was exceedingly cumbrous, embarmsang, and anti-
quated, the Danish Goverument of late years has desired to replace
it (as Austria has recently done with her provinces, and as our na-
tion did long ago) by one national parliament, in which all parts of
the kingdom should be fairly represented. At the same time the
old Estates of the duchies were to be mamtained as local stita-
tions. But when this measure was proposed, the German:c Confe-
deration interposed. They maintained 1hat this was not a domestic
question which the popula‘ion of the kingdom of Denmark could
scitle for themselves, inasinuch as Holstemn and Lauenburg, though
part of Denmark, were also members of the Germanic Confederacy.
They insisted that these provinces should not only maintamn their
separale ¢ Estates,®? whatever wnight be the inconvenicnce and dan-
ger of such an arrangement for the kingdom of Denmark, but also
that their governing power should not be merged in a national par-
liament, but that they skould be alluwed to exercise a veto on the

imperial legislation. They demand, in fact, that Holstein, Lanen-
burg, Schleswig, and Denmark Proper, should each have au wnde-
peudent parhament of its own, and an equal vote m the adminis-
tration, of the kingdom. [t is needless to show that such an arran-
gemeut would uever work ; but the mjustice of the demand 1s
evidenced by the fact that, uuder such a constitution, the peity pro-
vinee of Lauenburg, with a population of ouly 50,000, would have
an equal vote with’ Denmark Proper, which has a population fully
thirty times greater.  Holstetn. with a population of 500,000, aud
Schleswig, with 400,000, would likewise each possess a veto upon
the impernal legislation of the Danish kingdom. Under such a con-
stitution, accordingly, Denmark would become a dependency of the
Germamie Confederation.

For the sake of peace, and ag ¢ a sacrifice eatorted by the force
of circumstances,” the Danish Government a year ago cancelled
the act by which Holstein was to be represented in the Danish Pur-
liament, and allowed the Estates of that province to exercise a
legislative and supply-granting power, in counforinily with the de-
crees of the Germanie Diet of 4th March 1860, and 7th February
1861. But this would not content the Diel.  Several centuries ago
(m 1460 !y, a declaration was made by a king of Denmark to the
effect that the duclues of Holstem and Schleswig should never be
separated ; and the Diet now mamtains that this means they shaltt
never be differently treated—and that as Holstein must have an
independent parliament, Schleswig must alzo have one 2 The Diet,
be it observed, has no pretext of any kimd to mterfere directly with
Schleswig, which never, either with the old Germamic empire, or
with the present Germanic Confederacy, was connected ; but, say
they, ¢ we have a right to interfere in the affairs of Holsten, and
as Schleswig and Holstein were never to be separated, we deny
that any change can be made in the consuitution of the oné tnore
than of the other.” This is obviously au attempt ¢ 1o paralyse the
Danish monarchy.? This was the language of Lord Russell himseli
when writing to Lor¢ Cowley in February 1861, before his lordship
lost his wits a year ago, and to which happily he is returning agamn
uow. The object of this attempt on the part of the Germans is
trangparent. They desire to wrench Holsten from Denmatk, for
the double reason that the Holsteiners are Germans, and that the
Confederacy wants the splendid harbonr of Kiel as a station for the
German fleet 1hat i= 10 be. Morcover, as German seltlers have 1m-
migrated into Schleswig in such numbers tnat they now constitute
one-haif of the population, the Confederacy desires 10 keep Sihles-
wiz also apart from Denmark, in order that they may hkewise get
pussession of it.

‘This, in brief, was the Danish question. But since the death of
the 1ate King of Denmark, a new element has been imported into
. The late King had no offspring or near relatives to succeed to
hs throne ; and in order to obviate & war of suceession, and also
to maintain the integrity cf the Danich kimadom, the areat Powers,
with the concurrence of the late King, concluded the Treaty of
London 1n 1852, senfing the succession npon Prince Christian of
Holstein-Sonderburg (now Christian 1X.), subject to the approval
of the Danish people.  Austria and Peussia were amoug the con-
tracting parties 1o this Act, and therefore are bound by . But the
Germans now repudiate the Act.  They say that Prince Fredenick
of Schleswiyu-Holstein-Sonderburg-Augusienburg 1s the heir 1o the
dukedom of Schleswig-Holstein, and that therefore these provinces
onght 10 be separated” from Denmark, and made av iudependent
dukedom under Prince Frederick., ¢ We do not care who is to be
King of Denmark,” they say, ¢ but Christian IX. is not to be ruler
over Schleswig and Holstein ; these provinces must br assigned to
Prince Frederick of Augnstenburg, and consequeni'y become inte-
gral parts of the Germanic Confederation.> Ou thus plea (which 1s
i direct opposition 10 the Treaty of 1852), the Germans now thiuk
they have a zood pretext for accomplishung their long-chenshed
ambition of wresling these provinces rom Denmark. Ata meeting
at Nuremberg, on the 6th December, of representatives from the
various Diets of Germany, it was unanimously resolved—+<To de-
clare Schleswig and Holstein are insepaable 3 that the Duchies
are mdependent, and must be separated from Denmark ; and that
Frederick of Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Augusienburg is the
lawil Duoke of Schieswig-Holstemn.?  Such 1s the popufar pro-
gramme.  In justice to the twa leading Governments of Germany,
we are bound to say that they do not adopt it. Qn the contrary, they
oppose 1t as fur as they find it safe to do so.  But they are in a dif=
ficalt position.  The Prussian Government——nol entirely by ilsown
fault, for the Chamber of Deputies is sull more 10 blame—has of
tate become unpopular at home, and it is natumlly reluctant to
make ilself sull more unpoputar by opposing the general ferment
on the Danish question. It also knows that the best means of re-
gaining its popularily, and so divesting the thoughts of its people
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from the recent discord between the Chamber of Deputies and the
Government, would be by taking the lead in this aggressive move-
ment against Denmark. Nevertheless it holds back as much as it
prudently can. Betler than us own subjects, he Prusstan Govern-
ment discerns the danger to which Germany will expose herself by
commencing at the present juncture an defensible war. The
Austrian Goverament 1s 1n a positron 1ot less embarcassing. It has
difficulties enough of its own, irrespective of the new quarrel 1nto
which the excitement of the Germans now threatens to drag it. But
the popular progrimnme finds favor with the Austrnian Reichsrath
as well as in the Chambers at Bedlin.,  The Austrian and Prussian
Govermments, therefore, have to look to Loth sides of the ques-
tion. Both Governmems would give great offence to thewr subjects
if they were wholiy to oppose the c¢lamour for wtervention on be-
half (or on pretext) of the Duchies; and moreover such an op-
posttion on thewr part woult create a general dissension through-
out Germany, hardly less menacing to the safety of the Fathertand
than the cousequence of the crusade which they desire to prevent.
Accordingly they have taken a middle course. By exerting
to the utmost their influence 1n the Germauic Diet, they have
induced that body, by a majority of one (several of the members
refusing to vote rather than suppont the Austro-Prussian proposal,)
to decree only 2 Federal ¢ execution® in 1lolstemn (mstead of the
¢ occupation’ which they mean io order), and to posipone any
decisson on the question of successicn.  In their citcumstances, we
believe the Austrian and Prussian Governmems could do no more.
To have held back alogether, wonld only have been to put the
leadership of the movement ito the hauds of the altra party 3 and
unquestionably the Austrian and Prussian Governments regard the
4 exccution®® as a means of interposing the regular troops between
the Danes and the ¢ free corps? who are eager to attack Denmark
in the name of the Pretender to the sovereignty of Schleswig-
Holstein.

The Germans are in a fair way to get themselves into a trap. It
is natural that they should desite to have the province of Holstein,
with its putely German population, united to the ferritosies of the
Confederation, but to seize 1t would be a violation ol international
rigints. As 1o Schieswig, 1t was never in counection with Germany,
and even on the prnciple of nationality they have no claim to .
Denmark 15 a small State, quite unable of nseif 1o cope with the
Confederation ; butf the Germans think they shull bave 1o deal
with Denmark alone, they ate wholly nustaken ; aud the mistake,
15 ikely 1o be a fatal one for themselves. At the close of last ses-
sion, in reply to @ question put to him by Mr. Fuzgerald, Losd
Pahmerston declared ¢ that it is 1the bounden duty of this countsy
io uphold the independence of Denmuk ; and that if the German
Powers persevered in the course which he was sorry 1o see they
were adopling, they would find that they would not have to deal
with Denmark aloue, but that there were other and greater Powers
than Denmark with which the question was to be sertled.” DBut
it1s not the intervenuion of England that the Germans have to fear;
for that mntervenuon, were it 1o 1o take place, wonhkd have for its
object simply to shiel! Denmuask. The danger to which they ex-
puse themselves iies in another quarter; and it is to be hoped that
the influence of diplomacy,and the mederation of the Prassian and
Austnan Governments, will yet sufiice to acert t. The sudden
aunouncemen, on 11th December, that Sweden had withdrawa
from the atlauce with Denmark, instead of being an encourage-
went to the Germaus 10 proceed in their aggression, ought 1o put
them on their guant. [u homety phrase, they onght to smella rat.
The Swedish Governmeut caunat realfy separale itaell fram the
cause of Denmark wm thus question. Depend vpon ity the with-
drawal is merely ashow, destgned 10 postpoue a ¢nsis, by indu-
cing Denmark mot to cross swords at once with the invadets,—
pethaps, also, 1o tempt the Germans_onwards, and commnit them
wretrievably 1o w conthet in which, Xz Charles XV, has been
appusesd, a'certain poteniale with whom he s in confidenual terms
15 desitous to tuke part. Would not & war with Germany in defence
of Denmuark, with laly aud Sweden for alhies, and England
favonrable to the ciause, be just such an opportuuty s the Em-
peior of the French is wanting for 2 If Russia can be kept oft by
friendly overtures, and by the task of paedying Poland,—such
game might be neatly played by Napoleon, and the Rhine frontier
won with less risk than by any other way.

Meanwhile the Po'es fight on.  They make no progress—ihe
insurrection even wanes 3 but stul they fight on. They knew from
the fisst that they couid ot cope singlehanded with the colossal
power of Russia.” From he first they huve placed thewr hopes in
foreign aul.  And that aid may yet come. They have notling io
hope for from Rassia now. This is the second time they bave
risen in ficreo tovolt. They know the iron despotism that followed

the suppression ot their first rebellion; they can be at no lvss to
understand their fate afier a failure of the second  Russin will not
allow herself to be embarrassed by the continued existence of so
rebelhious a nationalty. Humane as the Russian Emperor unques-
tionably is, he cannol allow his_empire to be placed in jeopardy
by a repetiton of such revolts. If the Poles find that movements
are on foot which wull bring them the expected aid by-and-by,
tho insurrection may siok into its embers, and await the breath
that is to arouse them again nio fire. But if they have no such
hope, they may be expected 1o play the part of desperate men
more desperately than ever, and to court a struggle with their
oppressors of so sanguinary 2 character as to compel the active
witervention of other Powers. We are a staid people,—and ali the
good sense of England is arrayed in favour of non-intervention in
the quarrels of the Continent. But, even with us, there are gusts
of nattonal excitement which bear down everytiing before them.
The affar of Sinope decided the question of the fate war with
Russiz. Aud among the contingencies of the future, there are
some which would gravely aflect our interests, and others which
would passionately excite our sympathies. Despinie the decisive
No with which our Government has met his proposals ur co-ope-
ration, the Emperor Napoleon does ot yet despair of winning our
supporst,—even thongh, he knows 1hat 10" some of the objects ot his

olicy, if tevealed, England witl be unanimously opposed. The
Fiuropcan crisis seems only 1o deepen, and 1t 15 not without
anxiety, thouah without alarm, that we look forward to the events
of the year.—Blackwood’s flagazine.

The Earl of Elgin and Kircardine.
From the London Times.

The public will learn with the deepest sorrow and anviety that
news of the deatl: of Lord Elgin has been received. The pubhe
must therelore be prepared for the loss of one of the most ablo
public servants that the country possesses.

Lord Elmn, who left us but the other day to relieve the dying
Lord Canming, as the latter relieved the dying Lurd Dalhousie, will
im all probability never again see the land of his birth, or enjoy
the honors and fest which shioukl be the recompense of his great
services. In is, indeed, a dreadful price that we pay for an Asiatic
Empire.  Whether the constitutions of men in these days, or their
nrevious habits of life are less fitted to a tropical climate, or whether
it be that the work and the responsability are more oppressive than
of yore, there has cenainly been a monality among the chiefs of
the Indian Administsation which is enough to deter men of emin-
ence from aitempting it. Every mail brings us the tidings of some
one breaking down ; of sowme one vetiring lor a_time, or resigning
altogether, on the ground of 111 health ; and besides the two former
Governors-General whom we have mentioned, there is also Lord
Elphinstone, who, 1 scarcely lower posts at Madras and Bombay,
showed great administraiive abilities, and was snatched away inthe
full vigor of youth.

The country has thus lost the third of a remarkable list of men,
who, afier having governed India with transcendent brilliancy and
success, have been removed witheut having an interval granted
them 10 repose in the greatness they have achieved. Lords Dal-
housie, Canning anl Elgi, were aimost of an age; they were all
at Chnst Church togethier, and entered public life about the same
time. Lord Dathouse, at an nnusually early age, was placed at
the head of the Tudian Empite, and governed with an ability and
spirit which must be acknowledged cven by those who lovk upon
some of his measuzes as unjust and iu therr result ealamitous. He
returned home to hinger and die, and was succeeded by Lord
Cantimg, who, going 10 India with the hope of passiug his term of
service in ihe funherance of peaceful prospeniy. found himself
engaged duniag the greater pant of his reign in suppressing the
most {ormidab'e insuerection 1w modern a2nnals.  Lord Elgin suc-
ceeded hun with the general approbation of the country, founded
on hi= able services in oiher departments. In 1842 he was made
Governor of Jamaica, and was promoted in 1846 to the Goverror
Generaiship of British North Amenica, where he carried through
the well known reciprocity treaty with the Umted States, which
has bLeen the sowsce of such benefits 1o Cauada.  Lord Elgin’s
services during his missions to China are so recent aud so well
known that we need hardly tecall them to the memory of our sead-
ers. 1n the spring of 1857 he was sent to the East, and thoagh the
Indian mutiny delayed operations for a time, he did not leave
Chma until he had not only signed a treaty with tho Imperial

Commissioneis at Tientsin, but Tad also broken the spell of Jap-
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anese Isolation, and, eutering the harbour of Jeddo, surprised the ; cutteth and cleaveth woud upon the carth ; but our eyes are unto
Government into consenting to intercourse with the European - Thee, 0 God, the Lord.”—Psalm cxli.
world. His second embassay to China was as successiul as the' This well Was consecrated by the Bishop of Calcutta on Friday,
first; the cupture of Pekin wus fcllowed by the treaty of October, | the 13th of February, ) ) )

14, 1862, and the way opened to that extended commerce which, But the most solemn service at which the Viceroy was present
promises to bring the Chinese Empire under the influence of Eu-' was two days before at the Staughter-house Well, where from 120
ropean civilization. 16 130 of our women and children were mercilessly butchered. On

These emineut services pointed out Lord Elgin for the most| Saturday, the 27th of June, 1857, the doomed gairnison, under pro-
splendid viceroyalty nnder the Crown, and he proceeded to the |mise of protection, made over thesr guns and treasure to the Nana,
Eas* for the third time, to relieve Lord Canning as Governor-; and at sunrige began their march to the Suttee Chowra Ghat on the
General of India. We believe he had suffered trom heart-com- | Ganges, about a mile off, where the previous day three of their

plaint ; and though he took great care of his healih, paticularly -
avoiding the heat of the sun,it was this maludy which, assunung
an acute form, prostrated hum with the illness which has ended
fatally. The Governor-General was in the North-West Provinces ;
he had passed the hot season at Sunla, had lately been traversing
some elevated tracks in the timalayas, and had, it1s sad, a few
days before his illness ascended to a point 13,000 feet lugh. It may
be that this exertion was too much for 2 constitwtion which, thoagh !
apparently good, had suffered somewhat from repeated residence
hot climates. Lord Elgin, who was to meet Sir Hugh Rose at Lahore,
was taken, it appears, suddenly and dangerously ill, and breatlied
his last on the 20 ult.

So falls another of the able and patriotic men by whom the em-
pire of England has been founded and mamtatned, It may be some
consolation to a man 10 know that he dies serving Ins country ; but,
on the other hand, it is bitter for him tofeel that he is cut off when
only in middle age, with his work half undone, and the happy
prospects of public prosperity and private honor clouded for ever.
Lord Elgin was not destined to see the full consequences of his
covrage and ability in China, nor the development of Indian pros-
perity under his peaceful rule.—To successors we must leave the
carrying out of the changes which he began, wud titere can be no
greater disappointments to au active and ambitious spisit. It is
strange 10 reflect thatnot a single Governor-General remains alive,
except Lord Ellenborough, who went out two-and-twenty years
ago. Lord Auckland has beeu long since dead, Lord Hardinge 1s
dead, the Marquis of Dalhousic zud Lord Canning have both been
carried to early graves. Lord Elgin foilows them at the age of 52,
leaving the great but fatal prize of the official world once more in
the gift of the Premier, who bas seen so many recipients of it pass
away.

Tixc Cavrnpore Memorial.

During the visit of our former gzovernor general, Lord Eigin,
eatly it the year to the North West Provinces of India, he perform-
ed a sad yet interesting ceremony at Cawnpore. From a Times
correspondence we make the following extracts, giving an account
of the proceedings :—

After visiting Allahabad, Lord Elgin reached Cawnpore. It is
1o mere fancy, no result of horror at the events with which the
place is ever associated, that makes men speak of this station as
«accursed.” It has always looked so, wn?: its filthy mudhouses
and mean shops, containinz a population 70,000 people, with half-
sandy, hatf-loamy hillocks all around, with clouds of dust sweep-
ing along every road and eteraaliy testing over the place. It has
always been a hated station, and now more so than ever. Let me
recall the dates, and outline ihe evems of 1857. On the 6th of June
of that year the siege fairly began of-the small garrison who, under
General Wheeler, were defended by 2 mud wall and dnch, the
former only 4it. Ingh and at the whole such as the worst ruler
could take at an easy leap. No less than 100,000 natives filled
the city and military basaars ; gons and ammunition abounded ;
Mussulmans served the former as well as our own attillerymen,
who had tiained them, and yet, after 20 days’ siese, Nana Sahub|
and his cowards could take the place only by the fonlest stratagem. !
Those who perished in thesc 20 days were “ovuried in a weil close !
to the intrenchment, whdre, when I last saw it, theie were only
a few simple crosses erected by the pions hands of comrades of
the soldiers who had fallen. Cver it has now been erected a mas-
sive Tona cross, on an appropriate basement. On the face of the

cross i3 inscribed :— :

number had seen and approved 24 boals prepared for their recep-
tion. The Ghat was surrounded by guns concealed, and parttes of
Sepovs with loaded muskets. Yoo know the story. While a
quarter of a mule away, the obese Nanma, with an anxiety vnhke
his passive tace and coutrasting with his foul corpulency, was
hasuly pacing up and down watting for the issue ; 2 bugle sounded,
grape and shol poured into the buats, which the false crews also
set on fire, and only after an hour’s massacte, from 9 10 10 1w the
morning, did the Nana give the order to spare the women and
chitdren who yet survived. To them were alterwards added the
ladies aud three of the officers of the party from L uttehghur, and
all were confined for a day or two in one house, and then removed
to the Becbeeghur, as it was caded, a slaughter-house which we
afterwards levelled with the ground. Here, with clothes recesved
from the native washermen, and fed at first on native food, but
subsequemtiy allowed meat and milk, the miserable captives spent
another fortnight, 1ill the 15th of July, when five surviving men
were shot, and from 6 to dark five men were sent in by the Nana,
who was in the next house, now an hotel, and ended their misery.
Not ended, for next morning, when these butchers went with some
sweepers to throw the bodies into the well, three oc four ladies
were yet abve, and 1wo or three children ran round the well 1o
escap: the fiends, while thousands looked on and never raised a
finger to save. ‘The facts were alt vouctied for at the investigation
conducted by Government, and aie to be found in hideous detail
in the «Synopsis of the Evidence taken at Cawnpore regarding the
Revolt at that Station in June and July, 1857.%° In these months,
no less than 1,000 Christians perished n Cawnjore. Only seven
Englishmen and East Indians, twelve East Indian women, and
six loyal natives, who were in the intrenchment, escaped the fate
that overtook the rest. Remembering this, how solemn weie the
memories which crowded on the Christians who ook part in the
consecration service at sunset on the 11th of February. 'What was
a barren desolation when I saw it, is now a smiling garden—
almost a pleasure ground—in the midst of sutrounding sterility. No
one of the thousands of natives who crowded to witness the " cene
was adm:tted within the enclosure. Lord Elgim stood on the steps
of the platform erected round the weil.  The monument consists of
an octagonal Gothic screen, designcd by Colonel Yule when Public
Works Secretary, on a platform which encitcies the well. The
well itself withm js vaulted over, and covered with a pedestal
which awaits lhg statue Lord ({anning promised to order from
Baron Marochetti. Round the rim of the well and walun 1he
screen is wntten—

¢ Sacred to the perpetual memory of a great company of Chris-
tian people, chiefly women ard ch'ldren, who near this spot were
cruelly massacred by the followers of the rebe) Nana Dhoondopunt,
of Bithoor, and cast, the dying with the dead, into the wel! below,
on the 15th of July, 1857.%

Beside the Viceroy stood the Command sr-in-Chief. and around
were all the high officials of Oude and the North-Western Pro-
vinces. The eveant, like the sorrow, was a national one, and <« on
the part of the Viceroy and ihe Chrisiian subjects of Her Majesty
Queen Victoria,”? Mr. Thornhill, commissioner of Atlahabad, whose
brother’s bones lay below, and who, with the skill of 2 bern ar-
chitect and the zeal of pious love, has devoted his whole energies
to make the monument and grounds what they are, read Lora
Figin’s memorial to the Lord Bishop, as follows :—

¢ Showeth,—That the present Memorial building, erected over
the well into which were cast the remains of a great company of
Christian people, cruelly put to death near this place on the i5th
day of July, in the year of our Lord and Saviour 1857, 1ogethier with
two taclosures containing the graves of soldiers who died in the

¢ Ina well under this cross were laid, by the hands of their fel-| eame year, the one sittated at the distance of 60 yards to the south=-

lows in suffering, the budie: of men, women. and children who died: '

west of the said Memoria! building, coutaining a Jut'e wrore than

hard by, during the heroic Cefence of Wheelers intrenciunent when half an acre of ground, and the other shwated at the distance of 45

beleaguered by the Rebel Nana, Jeae 6 to 27, 1857.7°
On the face of the pedestal of the cross is written :—

¢ Our bones are scaitered at the grave’s wouth,

yards to the south-cast of the Memoriul building aforesaid, have
not been consccrated. Whetefore it is desired that your Lordship

as when one|should now, by virtue of your pastoral and episcopal office, assign
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and consecrate the said Memorial building, and the said enclosed
burial-places, and separate them {rom al! profane and common uses.

¢ ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.??

‘The Bishop, his chaplain, the Archdeacon, the chaplain of Cawn-
pore, and others, followed by the Viceroy and all the Christians
presont, thereupon proceeded round the grounds, chauting that
service which, always solemn, seemed clothed with a sublimit
unusual when performed amid such asgociations. None who tee
part in it will ever forget it, as the full soldiers® veices rolled out the
90th P:alm in the metrical version. The Bishop’s address befitted
the occasion, and suggests many a reflection on the present pro-
sperous state of our empire five years after an occurrence intended
to sweep us from Asia.

Extracts from: the Reports of the School Xns-
pectors, for the years 1S61 and 1862,

(Translated by order of the Legulative Assembly).
Extract from the Report of Mr. Inspector MEAGHER.
COUNTY OF BONAVENTURE.

In my inspection district these are only 27 schools, instead of
30 which it contained fast year ; the number of pupils attending
these 27 schools is, however, greater than heretofore.

1 subjoin a summary of my visits to each of these schools.

1. Port Daniel— Three schools, well attended, Two of the
teachers hold diplomas. The resuits of the examination were
satisfactory.

2. Hope.—~Two schools, well atiended and conducted by com-
petent teachers. ‘A good examination.

3. Cox.—Three schools, two of which, those in sections Nos. 2
and 4, are well attended ; that in section No. 3 has only 16 pupils.
Progress has been rapid.

4. Hamilton.—Two schools in operation, kept by female teachers
and b;)ll(; making satisfactory progress. These two schools are well
attended.

5. New Richkmond.—There is no school here under the control
of the Commissioners. They hope to be able to re-establish some
in the earry part of next year. The three schools in operation are
dissentient schools. The houses belonging to the Commussioners
are in very bad condition, and they are much to be blamed for
their negligence in this respect.

6. Maria.—At the time of my visit there were four schools, two
of which were kept by male, and two by female teachers ; all four
are well attended and show satisfactory results, but the progress
would be much more rapid if each pupil was provided with the
necessary books.

7. Carleton~Three schools 3 that in No. 1is a model school,
conducted by Mr. Hamel, an able and zealous teacher; it is at-
tended by 60 pupils, =nd gives entire satisfaction to all. The
schoo!s in Nos. 2 amd 3 show little progress, and the Commussioners
are abont to engage other teachers.

8. Lu Nouvelle.—The school in No. 1, kept by Mr. Joseph
Gauthier, is attended by 48 cluldren who are making rapid pro-
gress.  That in No. 2, conducted by Mr. James Wood, 1s aitended
by oniy 18 pupils; hittle progress.  The schools in Nos. 3 and 4
are closed ; that in No. 5 has only been opened a few days.

9. Shoolbred.—There is only one school here properly speaking,
{or the three others have only been in operation a short time, and
will be mentioned in my next repost.  The progress in this school
is good ; 1he teacher 1s Mr. James Langton.

10. Mann.—A few days previous to my visit to this arunicipal-
ity a difficulty arvse between the Comimssioners and the teacher,
1 consequence of which the lavter left the place. He has been
lately replaced  The building of a new school-house has been
c?mn-;enccd, and a teacher will be engoged as soon us it is com-

cted.

P 11. Indian Mission.—This school is entrusted to Mr. Joseph
Dorion, a young teacher from Prunce Edward’s Istand ; he is very
competent, and his pupils muke rapid progress. This school, which
is regularly attended by 67 young Indians of both sexes, is under
the superintendence of the Reverend Mr. Saucier, who often visits
it and encourages it by ¢very means in his power.

12 Ristigouche and Matapedia.—There were no schools in
operation at the ume of my visit; they had been closed a month.
The Commissioners have engaged olher teachers.

)

Extracts from the Reporte of Mr. Inspector V. MarTiN.

COUNTY OF CHICOUTIMI.

By comparing the tables of last year with thoso of the year just
expired, you will at once perceive l?l{lt in most of the municipalities
great efforts have been made to promote the advancement of educ-
ation. It is right to add besides that, but forethe bad harvest of
last year, the progress would have been much more considerable.
In some places tho heads of families have becume discouraged,
and the Commissioners, either through timidity or incompetency,
have not held their ground by insisting that the ratepayers should
do their duty, and in consequence some of the schools have been
closed. Perhaps had great severity been displayed, if would have
made the schools odious to a great number olppersons.

1. The Township of Chicoulimt secms to me 1o be an instance
of this, having begun the year well 10 end it miserably. However
this municipality has given instruction to 177 children.

2. I have nothing buz praise to_bestow upon the Commissioners
of the Village of Chicoutimi for their zea! and success. The affuirs
of this mumcapality are kept in good order by the Secretary-Trea~
surer. A splendid house forty {eet by sixty, two stories high, is in
course of construction. The Commissioners, desirons of ensuring
to the chuldren an elevated standard ot education for the future,
have not hesitated to raise a loan of sixteen hundred dollars for this
purpose. The schools are attended by 142 children.

3. The Bagot Model School has been perfectly kept for three
years. The precent house being too small to suffice for the require-
ments of the numerous pupils, the Commissioners have decided
to erect a Jarger and more commodious building. There are three
other schools in the municipality, and a house’is to be erected in
one of the sections, besides the one destined for the Model School.
154 pupils.

4. Bagotville contains seven schools, of which six are taught by
femnale teachers holding diplomas. These schools are attended by
251 ?lnildren, and are destined to yield great results in the muni-
cipaity.

p5. Laterriére has three schools, kept by female teachers who
hold diplomas. Two of them do themselves honor. 154 children
attend the schools.

6. St. Josepl contains two schools, taught by a male and afem-
ale teacher, both of whom hotd diplomas ; these schools are satis-
factory, especially that kept by the female teacher., Number of
children attending these schoofs, 99.

7. The municipality of Harvey has only one school, attended by
38 children ; it is tavght by a mistress, who holds a diploma and is
very competent. .

8. In Notre Dame d’Hebertville 34 children receive instruction
at 1wo schools, one of which is conducted by a mistress who has a
diploma. These two schools are of medjum quality.

9. Ouiatchouan has displayed extraordinary courage in estab-
lishing within its limits two excellent elementary schools, taught
by very compelent female teachers. I must in justice recommend
this young and interesting settlement to your notice. To the zeal
of the missionary, tlie Reverend Mr. A. Bernier, must be attributed
the good state of affairs in this place. The schools are aitended by
53 childre-r,

10. St. Jean has a very good school attended by 53 children.
Great zeal 15 exhibited by this hitile municipality, and the teacher,
who holds a diploma, enjoys a degree of consideration which, 1
beheve, she deserves. :

I will venture to make some ohservations which will shew the
reasons of the success which has heen attained in my inspection
digtrictin the course of six years. .

When { was appoinied Inspector for the County of Chicoutiwi,
I found, with the exception o(P a few well-disposed persons, a po-
pulation strongly averse to the sacrifices which it was necessary
10 make to secure the education of their children ; and my first
teport, made in 1856, made mention of only 230 childsen attending
the schools. In order to work with some success among a popu-
lation so strongly opposed to the working of the Education Act, I
thought proper, whilst awaiting a mnore favorable state of afiairs,
10 use persuasion at the time, until I should be able to substitute
lor it the law with all its seversty. This was at least a plausible
method of inducing the people 1o yield quietly, and of gaining
ground gradually over the almost general indiflerence.  Mote than
once it was necessary o pass over the irregularities which were
commitied. Gradualiy the schools began 10 advance more rezularly,
and increased in number with tolerable rapidity. Asa consequence
of adopuing this line of action, at the same time seizing every op-
portumity of following the legal course, I saw the number of pupils
mcreasce to 1164. The inteution of the law is to instruct the child-
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ren, and the particilar meauns which 1 employed seeming to me
the most natural and the most efiectual, and I thought it my duty
not to neglect them entirely.  Thus the intention of the law was
carried out 1n many cases. Now that the inhabitants of the county
have, 1 great measure, lallen mto the habit of sending their chuld-
ren to school, 1 think it 1s time to adopt measures more 1n accord-
ance with the letter of the Schoul Law, and to this end 1 shall dizect
my eflorts for the future, huping to 1eceive suffictent support to
close the lips of any malcontents with whom I may yet meet.

—

Extract from the Report ol Mr. Tnspector Tancuay.
COUNTIES OF KAMOURASKA, RIMOUSKI AND TEMISCOUATA.

If the progress is not everywhere so great as it should be, still
the whole shows considerable improvement, both in the number of
pupils who attend the scheols and in the management of the latter.

According to the last census, my Inspection district contains a
population of 60,473 souls. By the summary of my last visit, it
will appear that there were 8195 children entered upon the school
journale, or who had received soma instruction during the six
months. To this number may be added at least 150 children at-
tencing schools beyond the limits of the district, giving 8345 or 1
of every 7% of the whole popn'ation. Taking the three counties
which form my Inspection district, separately, we have the follow-
ing resu ts :—Kamouraska, out of a population of 21,058 souls,
sends 3,664 children to school, that is 1 of every 52 of the popula-
tion ; Temisconata sends 2,497 pupils out of a porulation of 18,561,
or 1 out of every 74, and lastly. Rimouski gives 2227 pupils ont of
a ;{opulaliozx of 20,854 ; thus the propoit on is 1 out of every 9.

Vhen the new settlements which form the whole of the eastern
part of the Connty of Rimouskit contain & more dense population,
and one consequently more in a position to profit by the established
schools, it will be seea that this county will not ‘be behind those
which adjoin ity and that the parems residing there have as great
ifnot a greater desire as exists elsewhere to obtain education for
their children.

There are, in my inspection district, 32 municipalities 1n which
the law is in operation, an: two in which it will be in operation in
the course of next year, viz., St. Ephrem and Notre Dame de 7As-
semption.

154 elementary schools, attended by 6244 pupils.
10 models schools, do 647 do

2 girls? sup. schools, do 116 do
2 academies, do 208 do
6 convent schools, do 571 do
2 colleges, do 524 do
3 independent schools, do 85 do
Total 179 schools, &e., do 8195 do

The average attendance at the schools duridg the half-year has
been 5,531. Thus, there were absent daily 2,564 children, or
nearly one-third !

Not including the pupils at the colleges, convents, and indepen-
dent schools, it will be found that the average cost of educating
each clild attending the schiools in this district, is $2.74, besudes
the schoo! material, which may be valued at $0.60 for each child.
This gives an approximate total of $3.34.°

Extract from the Report of Mr. Inspector Bowvin.

COUNTIES OF CHARLEVOIX AND SAGUENAY.

Iam happy to be able to show by this report, that the district
committed to my inspection has the same claim as the other dis-
tricts have, 10 merit for the progress of education in Canada for
some years past. Moreover, the statistical tables which are an-
nexed to this report, exhibit a very areat increase in the number
of children attending the schools. 1n 1859, the number of children
attending the schools in the eloven municipalities of which my dis-
trict was then composed, was 1,777 ; now there are twelve munici-
palities and 2,078 scholars, shewing an increase of 301 scholars i
‘1%50 years.

* In this report, as in a few others, there are apparent differences be-
“ween the figares given and those in the tables of statistics. This is
otwing to the fact that the tables aro not made nt the same time as the
reports, and also to their being compiled from information obtained
clsewhere. JIn this case the report contains the higher figures, a cir-

At the same date there were, in my district, only two su perior
schools, and one of these was only superior to the elementary
schools in being called a model school 5 at present I can count six,
wlieh, in view of the benefit thoy extend, each one in ite particular
locahity and their skilful management, may be ciassed among the
biest mstitutions of this nature.

[ remark also, with satisfaction, more zeal on the parl of the
Comaissioners sn collecting the »clool rates, and consequently
wore punctuality in the payment of the teachers. Of eight muni-
cipalities, which in 1859 owed considerable amounts, only one
remains in deby, and, thanks to the praiseworthy diligence dis-
played by the Commissioners of this thunicipahty in following my
advice, measures have been taken to extinguish them.

The branches of instruction in which the greatest progress ap-
pears to have been made, are reading and grammar.

in many schools, we no longec ubserve, when the children are
made to read, a drawling, embarrassed, and often nasal tone ; aud
the natural voice has taken the place of that tone so forced, and
olten so disagreeable to the ear; the slops are also observed.
Giammar is no longer a book only to be learnt by heart, and teach-
ers try to explain the rules and to make them uuderstood; parsing
is more praciised, and, in three-fourths of the schools, children are
found who are able to spell.

On the whole, matters have assumed a more cheertul aspect and
are makwng more direct progress; but I dv uot aliow myself to be
deceived, aud am far from T)elnevmg the progress to be such as to
leave nothing 10 do but to fold one’s arms and atlow things to go
on as they are.

COUNTY OF SAGUENAY.

11. Tadousac.—1 have succeeded at last, during the past sum-
mer, in establishing a school in this muanicipality ; and although the
coercive system is not in force, the majority of the settlers T)eing
still too poor to be assessed, those of them who are in more easy
circumstances have subscribed a sum whach, with the assistance
granted by the Government, suffices to sustain their school.

12. Escoumaias.~—This little municipality, althovgh inhabited
bv families who derive their subsistence entirely from lumbering,
continues to make the most generous sacrifi~es to sustain a good
school. The Comnussioners, who are presuded over by educated
and zealous men, leave nothing undone which can promote edu-
cation. They have this year engaged a female teacher who holds
a model schoa!l diploma, and was educated at the Laval Normal
School, and to whom they pay a pretty high salary.

Extract fiom the Report of Mr. Inspector HuME.

COUNTY OF MEGAXNTIC, AND PART OF THE COUNTIES OF DORCHESTER
AND BEAUCE

In reporting upon the progress of education in my district of
inspeetion during the past year, 1t affords me much pleasure to be
able to state that considerable improvement has been made, during
that peried, 1n many of the municipalities.

The number of children who have attended school will be found
lo be much Jarger than in any preceeding year; the increase, as
compared with 1856, being upwards of 500, and here has alsobeen
an increase in the amount of local contributions. There are, also,
a greater number of qualified teachers than formerly, although in
some municipalities, in consequence of the difficulty the Com-
missioners had in finding teachers with diplomas, they were ob-
liged to employ those who had none. There are five female teachers
in my district wih diplomas from the Normal Schouls, three of
whom have model school diplomas. The gradual introduction of
teachers from those schools cannot fail to be attended with bene-
ficial effeets in those municipalities where they are employed ; and
as a general desire is feltto procure their services, I have no doubt
that in a few years, one or more will be found in nearly every nu-
mceipality.

It isstill a matter of regret that the salaries given to teachers
are too low. The highest salary paid in my district of inspection
is to the model school teacher in l‘jceds, who hag $240 per annum.

Although there has been a general improvement in maay of the
municipalities in my district, there are still some in which there is
room for much more. I cannot say that there exists anything which
could be called opposition to the school laws, but there is, in some
places, indifference and carelesness in not sendmg their children
regularly to school.

I am happy to say that the prejudices which existed some years
ago in many of the municipalities of my district, against assess-

gumstanee wuich very rarely occurs.

ment for school purposes, are gradually diminishing. One muni-
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cipality after another is adopting the principle of assessment, and
I trust that ere fong there will not be a single one where it will
not be in force.

I will now proceed to give a brief statement of the state of educ-
ation 1n the different municipalities of my district.

COUNTY OF BEAUCE.

1. §t. Viclor de Tring.—Some improvement has been made in
thi> municipality during 1he last year, more especially in the prin-
cipal schoo!, i which ‘there is now a good teacher. Fhere are
four schools 1n operation, The inhabitants of this mumeipality have
always been weill disposed in favor of education.

2. St. Lphrem de Tring.~1In this mumcipality there are three
schools 1 operatisn ; and, althongh none of the pupils are much
advanced, sume progress has been made. In consequence of a
temporary interruption to the schools last year, the assessments
were not regularly paid, and the Commissioners are considerably
indebted, which arises from the circumstance that since St. Ephrem
became a separate municipality, three new school-houses had to
be bailt. The mbabitants are extremely poor, but they manifest a
laudable desire to have their children educated.

3. Forsyth.—This municipality remains, in a great measure
stattonary ; and, if 1t were not that the Rev. Mr. Bérubé, the Curé
of the parish, takes a deep 1terest in education, the majority of
the mmhabitants woukl altaw the schools to remain vacant.” There
were 1wo 1 operation at the ume of my last visit 3 a few of the
pupils had made very sood progress, but in general, the attend-
ance appeared to have been very irregular.

4 Lamblon.~I am happy 10 say that in this township there has
been very great improvement. The Commissioners have engaged
two well-qualified teachers, to whom they pay liberal salaries, and
the papils under them have made satisfuctory progress.

5. Aylmer.—Iu this municipality there are three schools in oper-
ation, in two of which the attendance has been very irregular, and
the progress made has consequently no: been us great as it would
otherwise have been. The inhabitants of this township are, how-
ever, well disposed in favor of education 3 and, considering their
meaus, few mumcipatities have contributed more largely than they
have done. There 15 a great amount of arrears of assessment due,
but this arises not from any unwillingness on the partof the people
10 pay, but from the extreme scarcity of money that prevails in
nearly all new settlements.

6. Shenley.—As this mu; icipality has been erected since my
Jast visit to the municipabty in its vicinity, I am unable 1o say
whether anything has yet been done towards the establishment of
schools. I intend, however, 10 visii that part of my district as soon
as the state of the roads will permit.

COUNTY OF DORCUESTER.

7. West Frampton.—In this muuicipality theie are two good
schools under the control of the Commissioners, which are very
numerously attended, and at which very satisfactory progress has
been made by the pupils. These two schools are, however, by no
means sufficient for the wants of the inhabitants ; but, unfortunately
many of them take no interest whatever in the education of their
children, and are unwilling to pay for the services of a quahfied
teacher. Oue school, formerly in operation, has been closed for
the last year, for this reason. In no part of my district does there
exist such an aversion to an assessment for school purposes as pre-
vails in Frampton.

The disseuntient school, which was 1n operation for many years in
Frampton, was discontinued about two years ago. Another one
has, however, been established this year in another part of the
municipality, distant two miles from the former, and in a parnt of
the township alinest exclusively settled by Protestants. The in-
habuants have budt a new school-house, and a qualified teacher
has been engaged by the trustees.

8. Euast Frampton.—{ am happy to say that in this municipality

there are now two schools m operation, one under the control ol
the Commissioners and the other a dissentient, with a prospect of
one or two others being soon estabhished. The inhabitants of the
district in which this school 13 s:tuated porchased a building to
serve as a school house. Here, as in West Framplon, many of the
inhabitants do not take much interest in the canse of educaiion.
. 9. Standon.—Quly one scheol 1s in operation in this township ;
1t s not very numerously allended, and much progress has not been
wade.  The teacher is sufiiciently attentive, but ie is rather old
for such a task. The inhabhants do not seem disposed to contribute
enough 1o pay for the services of a well-qualified teacher.

10. Cranbourne.~No school. On my last visit the Commis-

sioners expressed their determination to have one or more estab-
sished as soon as they could procure teachers.

COUNTY OF MEGANTIC,

11. Leeds.—In this township, although as yet thero are assess-
ments for school {urposes, the inhubitants contribute liberally and
cheerfully for the support of schools, and the teachers are generally
regularly aud well pad.  Seven schools under the control of the
Commissionners, and one independent schoot, have been in oper-
ation, and very satisfactory progress hau heen made by the pupils,
A refetence to the stalistical fables which accompany this report
will shew that there are more pupils loarning the more advanced
branches of education in Leeds than in any other Municipahty in
my district,

A model school was established last year ; the teacher has a
model schoo! diploma from the McGul Normat School, and poss-
esses high qualifications as a teacher.

12, Inverness.—WMuch eredit is due 1o the school Commissioners
of Inverness, for the very energetic manner m which they have
carried ont the school law during the last year, since an assess-
ment was made for school purposes.

A uew division of distriels has been made, in order that every
part of the township way be accommadated with a school.  Seven
new school houses are in the course of erection, for wiuch a special
assessment was made, and upwards of S60D hus already been paid.
Ten schools under the Commissioners, pave been in operation 3 at
some of these schools very good progress has been made.

It is the custom, in tius township, in mary of the schools, to
have male teachers for the winter ha'f-year, and female teachers
for the summer. Thts system has, no donby, its advantages, andis
one which is practised m the Eastern Townships and in the United
States, but it has also the disadvantage of causing a too frequent
change of teachers i the .ame schools.

The dissentient school is attended by French-Canadian pupils.
The teacher i3 an old man, and doees not appear to be very well
qualified. The parents of the children are preparing to erect a
aschool-house, and when it is finished it is intended to procure a
better qualified teacher,

Notices of Books and Recent Publications.

Drarrave—¢ Eludes sur les développements de la colonisation
« du flas-Canvdae depurs dix ans, (1851 ¢ 1851,) constatant les
*¢ proges des defrichements, de Louverture des chemins de colonisa-
« tion et des développements de liz population canadicnne-frangaise,
« par Stamslus Drapeau, agent de colonisation et promoteur des
s sociétés de secours.” Léger Broussean, publisher, Quebec, 1864.
593 p., 8vo. with 2 maps.

‘We have neither the time nor the means of verifying the exact-
uness of the author’s statements as to facts ; but with this reserva-
ton—and 1 a work of this kind it is an important one—we pro-
nounve this volume eminently important and useful. The method and
the quantsity and arrangement of the matter are highly commend-
able, and the avthor, while aveiding prolixity, is not uninteresting.
Besides a general account of the progress ol L.ower-Canada during
{the decade ending 1861, we have a separate summary for each
county, in which wilt be found facts and statistics bearing upon
agricuhture, population, personal property, printing, and religious,
literary and social institutions,

LEs Beaux Ants.—This publication enters upon the second year
of its evistence. It hus been considerably improved, and now con-
| tains sixteen pages of Jetter-press and two pages of music. The

price of subscription is $2.

LA SevawE:—Revue religieuse, pédngogique, litléraire el scien-
tifigue. Darveau, publisher, Quebee, 1864.

Messrs, Lafrance, Thibault and Letournean are announced as
the editors of this new weekly., Thne first of these names is that of
a teacher who has often lectured before the Teachers® Assoviation
in Quoebec 3 1he second, of a professor at the Laval Notmat School,
and the Jast of a former pupi! of that irstitutiou. Price of subserip-
tion $1 per annum.

TiE CaNADIAN PaTrioT.—Becket, publistier, Montreal ; 8vo., 64
. p. Prico $1 per annum. .

This is a new monthly publication commenced with the present
year. Itischiefly devoted totemperance and social reform.
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MONTHLY SUMMARY.

SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE,

— A newspaper nnnouncement states that the Tea Plant has been
discovered by a Chinaman (or, a3 some say, by an Enghshman for-
merly engaged in the ten culture in Assam), in the United States, ** cov-
ering a large area of land iu the centrul counties of Pennzylvama ;" nod
that tea cf excellent quality and various sorts, green and black, hag been
made fur the market by a company orgamzed for the purpose, We are
told that the agent of this company exhibits in this connexion o drawing
which is recoguized as representing a genuine Tea-Plant.

A gpecimen of the preparcd tea has been shown to us; by which we
recognize that this American Tca-Plant is the well-known Ceanothus
Americanus, the New Jersty Tea, the leaves of which were used for this
purpose at the beginning of the American revolution. Some one bas
remarked that the substituted beverage must have tried ihe pitrotism
of our great grandmothers ; but others report more fuvourably of 1ts
qualities.—Pror. Gray, in Sllunan's Journal,

— A Natural History Association hag just been established in Ottaws,
which we hope will prove active aud successful in advancing the
interests of Natural History in connection with that interesting region.
The following extract appears in ane of the Qutawa newspapers:

The public meeting, called f.r the purpose of organiziug u Natural |
History Association, met, according to adjourmment, at the Mechanics’ |
Institute, on Saturday evening last; aud after adopting a constitution
and code ot by-laws, proceeded to the selection of officers, when the tol-
lowing gentlemen were elected fur the current year:—President, A, Bii-
lings, jr., Bsq ; Ist Vice-President, N. B. Wibster, Esq, A.M ; 2nd
Vice-President  George Hay, Esq ; Secretary, Thomas Aunstun, £:q.;
Curator and Librarian, E Vancortland, Esq., M.D.; Committee of Mauy-
agemment: J. Thorburn, Ezq.,, A.M.: Duncan Thompson, E:q., and
Thowag Daniel, Esq.— Com. Nuaturalist.

LITERARY LXTELLIGENCE.

—Preparations are now making in Montreal for the celebration of
the tri-centenary of the birth of Shakespeare. The St. Geor ge society
has taken the initiative, and a committee is now being formed to decide
on the mode and particulars of the celebration. Several propositions
have already been discussed, anong others those of the ercction of 2
statue and of & competition fora prize-essay on Shakespeare and his
times.

The grent poet, whom Lord Jeffcey has appropriately designated as
the King of English poetry, was born iz & humble and louely cottage in
the town of Siratford-upon-Avon, on the 23rd Apnl 1564.

Shakespeare wrote according to Malone tlucty-five plays in all, vizi—
The Comedy of Errors, in 1592 ; Love’s Labours Lost, 1594 ; Roweo and
Juliet, 1596 ; Henry VI, first part, 1589 ; Henry VI 2nd part, 1591 ; Henry
VI, 3rd part 1591 ; Two Gentlemen of Verons, 1591 ; Richard III, 1593
Richard 11, 1593 ; Merry Wives of Windsor, 1601 ; Henry: IV, first part,
1597 ; Henry IV, 2ud part, 1599 ; Henry V, 1599 Merchant of Vegice,
1594 ; Hamlet, 1600 ; King John, 1596 ; Midsummer-Night's Dream 1594:
Tawing of the Shrew, 1596 , All's well that ends well 1ou6 ; Mach Ado
About Nothing, 1600 ; As you Lke it 1599 , Troilus and Cressida 1602 ;
Timon of Athens; 1610 ; Winter's Tale 1611 ; Measure for Measure, 1603 ;
King Lear, 1605; Cymbeline, 1609 , Macbeth, 1606 ; Julias Cwesar, lov7;
Antony and Cleopatra, 1608; Coriolanus, 1610; Tempest, 1611 ; Twelfth
Night, 1607 ; Henry VIII, 1603 ; Othello, 16u4. Of these, the tragedy of 4
Hamlet is generally acknowledge to be his masterpicce—it is a pure
elfusion of genjus, rarked by refinement of thought and sentiment. Of
the character Hazlitt, the poet, says : © Hamlet is a name: his speeches
and sayings but theidle coinage of the poets brain. Butare they not
real 7 They are as real asour owan thoughts. Their reulity 13 1n the
readers mind. [t i3 we who are Hamlet. This play has a prophetic
truth, which is above that of history. Whoever has become thoughtful
and melanchely throngh his own mishaps or those of others ; whoever
has borne about with him the clouded brow of reflection, and thought
himself *too much #* th'sun  whoever has seer the golden lamp of day
dimnied by envious mists rising in his own breast, and conld find ia the
world before him only a duill blank, with nothing left, remarkable in it ;
whoever has knowa * the pangs of despised love, the insolence of office,
or the spurns which patient merit of the unworihy takes ?” he who has
felt bis mind sink within him ,».nd sadness cling to his heart like a2 mala-
dy 3 who has had h:s bopes blighted, and his youth staggered by the
apparitions of strange things ; who cannot be well at ease, while he scee
evil hovering near bim like a spectre ; whose powers of action have been
caten up by thanght ; hie to wuom the universe seems infinite, and hinm-
self nothing ; whose bitterness of soul makes him careless of conse-
quences and who goes to a play, as his best resource to shove off, to o
second remove, the cvils of life, by o mock-representation of them.
This is the true Hamlet.

NECROLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE.

.—William Makepeace Thackeray was born in Calcutta in 1811, while
his father was engaged in the civil service of the East India Company.

He was sent to England in his 7th year, had a view of Napoleon at St.
Helena on his way, and was placed at .hs Charterhouse school in Lon-
don. From the Charterhouse he went to the university of Cambridge,

" but he did not take his degree ; inherited a fortune of £2¢,000 on com-

ing of uge; choss art for his profession ; and travelled and studied for
geveral years in France, Italy und Germany. In 1830-31 he hived at
Weimer, saw Goethe, purchased Schiller's sword, and delighted in mak-
ing carivatures for children, some of which he found sull preserved on
revisiting the place in 1853 Remminizcences of his early art studies are
interwoven ioto lus fictions, many of whicl are illustrated by s own
pencl 5 but he nbanduned the project of becoming a professional urtist
soon after his retaru to Eugland s furtune was greatly reduced by
lnsses ntnd unsuccessful speculations, and before his 30th year he had set
himself resolutely to literature as his vocation. His prog:iess to general
recognition was slow, though from the first e gave sigug of his peculiar
powers. He is understood to have written fur the Limes while it was
edited by Barnes, and was certainly counected with other London jour-
nals. e cootributed to Fraser's Mugazine under the pseudonyme of
Michael Angelo Titmaarsh, & variety of 1ales, criticiams, desctiptive
sketches, and verses, which proved his knowleuge of the world, delicate
jrony, and mastery of a playfal yet vigorous style. 1In this periodical
appearcd * The Great Hoggarty Uinmond ™ in 1441, & thuroughly gerial
satire, with a tone at unce of ridicule and of pnthos. The eatablishment
of * Punch " ju 1841 opened to hiw a new ficld, sud Ins papers in this
periodical speedily acquired peculiar distinction. His first geries under
the signature of ** The Fat Contributor,’ were followed by ¢ Jeames's
Diary,” in which he looks at syciety {rom the fooiman’s pomnt of view,
and “ The Suob Papers,” which gave to hun an independent reputation
as a gocial gutirist, while they added to the success and dignity of
¢ Punch.” Mecanwhile ** Faauty Farwr,” illustrated by himself, was publish-
ed in numbers (1846-48).  When 1t began, Ins name was stil generally
unknown, butits popularity increased withi every number, and at its ¢loso
he was universally accounted with Dickens and Bulwer among the first

Britizh novelists. Tt is more strongly marked by special and peculiar
genins than any other of his works, and is preeminent also in the deline-
ation of character. Becky Sharp and Amelia Sedley, one of the imper-
sonations of intellect witkout affection, and the other of afleciion with-
out intellect, nre original characters, thorunghly and sagaciously drawn.
He had already b sun another monthly serial, * The Iistory of Penden-
niz, s Fostunes and Misfortunes, his Friends and his Greatest Enemy,
with illusteations by the Author!” He aimed in this, his second great
work, to describe the gentlemen of the present age, “ no better nor worse
than most educated men.” A higher moral 1one appears in the charec-
ters of Warrington and Laura, <* Peudenunis? was concluded in 1850,
and bis Christmas book of that yvear was a reprint from * Fraser” of a
mock continuation of Scott's * Ivahoe,” ertitled * Rebeeea and Rowena”

He published an original Christmas tale for the next year,  The Kickle-
burys on the Rhine,” a clever and Kindly satire on a proud and vulgar
family travelling on the continent. In the summer of 1851 he lectured
in London befure brifliant audiences oa “ The English Humorists of the
18th Century,” sketching the lives and works of his predecessors in Eeg-
lish fiction trom Swift to Goldamith. The lectures were repeated and
admired in Scotland avd America, were published in 1853, and have o
pecudlar charm from the sympathetic and social portraiture of his * fel-
lows” of the past, mingl ng fine thuughts and amusing anccdotes. Ten
thousand copics of a clieap edition were sold in a week, Hig attention
had teen eatled to the wits of Queen Anne’s reign by studiee prepara-
tory to the ¢ History of Henry Esmound, Esq., written by Himself” (1852),
the scenc of which is Iaid in that era. This is the most artistically com~
plete and the noblest in tore of all his works, while it also admirably
copies the manners, sentiment, and diction of the Queen Anne period.
The mnein characiurs, Esmond and Beatrix, are among his best creations

—the former o strong, high-minded, disinterested, and impulgive cavalier
and Jacobite, the latter pechaps the finest pictere of & splendid, lustrous,
physical beauty ever given to the world. It is & magnificent and sombre
romance, cowparing with his other works ag “ The Bride of Lammer-
moor * to ibe oihers of Scott. His third serial novel was  The New-
comes: Memoirs of a Most Respectab e Family, edited by Arthur Pen-
dennis, Esq." The characters of Olive and Ethel are less virid 1han
some of his others, the story lingers, but the whole i3 redeemed by its
prevalent genial spirit, and especially by the moral beauty of the life of
Colonel Newcome, and by his death in the Charwerhouse, than which
there is nothing more touching in romantic literature. The success of
his lectures ou the humorists induced him to prepare another geries
“ The Four Georges,” which were fiest delivered in the principal cities of
the United States in 1855-6, and afterwards in London and most of the
large towns in Englund and Scotland, The courts and characters of
the Hanoverian monarchs furnished abundant occasion for eatire 5 the
third George alone, especially in the nusfortunes of his last yenrs, was
discussed with forbearauce and descnibed with pathos; and the litera-
wre, society, morals, and maunners of tle time were bricfly illustrated.
Thackeray had entered himself at the Middle Temple and been called to
the barin 1848, but with no intention of following the legal profession.
In 1837, one of the seais for the city of Oxford in the House of Com-
mous having been declared vacant, he offered himself as the Jiberal can-
didate, he was defeated by Mr. Cardwell, by a majority of 67 votes,
Before the close of the year be had begun another serial, ¥ Tho Virgi-
niang;? the scene of whjch is laid in the last century during the later
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years of Gearge II, and the carlier years of Georgo III., and ia \vl\ich!

Chesterfield, Garrick and Johnson, the gaming table and coffee house,
Washington, Wolfe, Braddock, and the impending America war, are in- ’
troduced together. Iu January 1860, nppeared the first number of the

Cornhill Mugazine, under the editorial charge of Thackeray, which soon
attained a circulntion of some 100,000 copies. He producid in s pages !
n uew romance entitled ** The Adventures of Philip on lus Way through
the World.” Thackeray was found dead in Yis bed. Ihs death was caas-
ed by an eftusion of the beain. His funeral took place in Kensat Green
aad was attended by nearly all the great literary notables in England.

—Itis seldom our duty to record a death that will canse wmore general
and sincere regret, than that of the Hon. Adam Ferrie. The deceased
gentleman was born at Irvine, in Aryshire, Scotland, on the 15th of
March, 1777, and was the youngest of fourteen children, In 1806 he
removed to Glasgow, where he continued to reside, until the removal of
his family in 1829 to Montreal, with which ¢ity he had bLeen commer-
cinlly connected for some years previously. His memory will long be
cherished by the people of Glasgow for the energetic self-sacrificing
pui}lic spirit which has been his peculiar characteristic through life, but
which was particularly diS{)lnyed in that city, by his zealous and un-
wearied advocacy of the rights'of the citizens iu the famous contest in
tho Courts of Scotland, in what is there familiarly known as the * Har-
vey Dykes Case,” which was finally, on appeal to the House of Lords,
decided in favor of the people of Glasgow. To testify their appreciation
of his exertion on that occasion, the citizens of Glasgow preseated him
with a handsowe gold mwedal and a service of plate ; and on his return
to his native land, a few years since, he was complimented by a public
dinoer, numerously attended by his former townsmen, by whom, not-
withstanding bis long absence, he was held in fond remembrance. He
was raised to the Upper Houso in this Province. at the time of, ot shortly
after the Union, by the late Lord Sydenham, and has there earned the
respect of all parties by the honest, ont-spoken manner in which, on all
occasions, he stated lus opinions. We need not remind our Hamilton
readers that the conrse taken by the hon gentleman in Parliament faliy
J istified the selectiou made by that far-sighted nobleman, and has gained
for the subject of this nouce the sincere respect even of his bitterest
political opponents. The deceased gentleman moved to Hamilton in
1855, in order to be near his sons, who may be almost said to have been
the “ pioneers™ in connmercinl business in this part of Upper Canada.
He outlived ali of his children but two. His eldest son, Mr Colin Camp-
bell Ferrie, who for some years represented this city in Parlicment, died
in 1836, aud Mr. Robert Ferrie, also a member of the Legislature, in
1860. e has died full of years and honors, and the demonstrativn at
the grave to-day shows how fully his character was appreciated by his
fellow citizens.—U., C. Journal of Education.

—M. Billault, recently deceased, was the Minister chosen by the Em-
peror of the French to defend the Imperial policy iu the Corps Legtslalaf,
and it wag chiefly on his ability that the Government relied to encounter
successfully the new Opposion, which, though inconsiderable in num-
bers, is rendered very formiduble by the great array of talent in its ranks.
Bora at Vanues, in Brittany, in 1805, M. Billault, Advocate, and the Ba-
tonnier of the Bar of Ins province, entered the Chamber of Deputies in
1837, and filled the short-lived office of Under-Secretary of State under
Thiers in 1840 Ho pleaded with success at the Paris Bar, and acted
with the Opposition but did not tske part in the demonstrations of the
reform party which preceded the revolution of 1848. A moderate demo-
crat in the Coustituent Assembly, and the first President of the Corps
Legislatif after the coup~Pétat we find him in the Senate in 1854, the
successor of M. de Persigny ns Minister cf the Interior. Holding moder-
ate opinions he was one of those able men who could find under different
regimes, ample opportunities for the exercise of their talents.
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