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The PrespyTERIAN AND REFORMED RE-
view for July. We gave noticeof this ex-
cellent quarterly in last issue and again call
attention to it, The contents of the last
issue are (1) Recent Discussions in Material-
ism,—(2.) Christ the High Priest «f the
World, by Prof. Woodbridge ; (3) Jonathan
Edwards as a Natwalist. by Henvy C. Me-
Cook ; (4( ‘The Author of Robinson Crusoo,
by Dean James D. Murray; (5) Recent
‘Works on Kant, by President McCosh ; (6)
What is Animal Life, by Siv Willinm Daw-

son, Profs. Shedd, \W. B. Scott,John Dewey |

and John DeWitt ; (8) Mistorical and Criti-
cal Notes, by Samuel H. Kellogg, David G.
Wylie, Profs. David C. Marquis and John
DeWitt ; (S) Editorial Notc., by Talbot W.
Chambers, Prof. Warfiekl: (9) Reviews of
Recent Theological Literature. . Price $3 00
per year, 80 cents per number.,  Anson Ran-
dolph & Co., New York, or the Presbyter-
ian News Co., Toronto.

ScrisyERS MacaziNe for August opens
with a profusely illustrated article on Paris
of the olden time, entitled ¢The Paris of
the three Musketeers.” Another very in-
teresting illustrated article is ‘“‘How Stanley
wrote his book” giving a delicious glimpse
into the work of the great explorer. The
remainder of this month’s issue is largely
serial and continued stories, light reading,
like light clothing, no doubt, mtended for
the hot weather. Price 25 cents & number,
$3.00 & year. Charles Scribners’ Sons, New
York.

Corniaxy CorLkur, OTTAwa, for the edu.
cation of young ladies French and English.
Thia institution is owned and managed by
the Board of French Evangelization. The
buildings.are admirably adapted fer educa-
tional purposes. The aim s to give young
women o thorough Christian education in
French and English, at a moderate cost.
Every opportunity will be furnished to Eng-
lish pupils, both by daily conversation and
instruction in classes, to acquire a full
knowledge of French, which will be chiefly,
while not exclusively, the language used by
the residents of the institution. It is hoped
that thus all pretexts for Protestants pavents
sending their daughters to convents will be
removed.

The College will open on Tuesduy, " Sep-
tember 16th, 1890, at ten o'clock, a. m. The
Session will consist of three terms—the first
of fourteen weeks, and the second and third
of twelve weeks each :—Terms moderate.
Al applications for information or other-
wise should be addressed to Rev. Dr. War.d
den, 198 St. James St. Montreal.

YOU CAN KEEP 1IT.

We mean the Sabbath. There has been
debate of late as to whether the Sabbath, as
we have known it, is going or has gone from
among us. Wedo not share the views of
those who think the Spbbath has disappear-
ed. We know there is much Sabbath dese-
cration. We mourn over it, But it would
not be true to put us down as a Sabbath-
breaking nation. There is yet o difference,
and a wide one, between oar Sundays and
the other days of the week.

But all this apart. The point we wish to
press here is all that it lies in overy indivi-
dual’s power to keep the Sabbath holy. The
Sunday newspaper is published, but you do
not veed toread it. The Sunday excursion
is advertised, but you are not compelled to
go upon it. Your neighbor may employ the

day in looking over business accounts, but
that does not affect the question. of your
duty. He may spend it in irlleness at home,
or ih the entertainment of friends, but that
does.not close the church-doors for you. In-
deed, if these things are as they ave, it is
so much the more reason why you, who be-
lieve in the sacreduess of the Sabbath,
sh.uld be more than ever serupulous to keep
it koly. .

Weare in hearty spmpathy with every
effort that is made to secure man’s legal
right to his rest day, We would use every
available mode o spread-sound views as to
the sacredness of the-Sabbath, and the re-
sulting blessing if it is properly observed.
And then—and this is our point here—we
would urge upon the : individual his -own
duty and privilege. Y¥hatever may be true
in the community at large, your own duty is
clear Whatever may be the prevalent de-
moralization, you need not allow ycurself
in its current.  You have the church; you
have the Bible ; you can have yowr hour of
retirement with God. In-the public scrvices
of religion, and in the privacy of your own
howe, you can pass the day—resting accord-
ing to the commandment.

It is just here that much may he done to
estah ishand perpetuate sound Principles.
Every Sabbath-keeping individual is a
strong argument in favor of the proper ob-
servance of the day of rest ; and so, and if
possible, with increased intensity, is every ,
Sabbath-keeping family. You can help to
murtiply such arg. ments. The command
is, “‘Remember the Sabbath day to keep it
L isly.”  You can obey the command,—Iflus.
Chris Weelly.




‘.

THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN

Vol, X.

SEPTEMBER,

1890, No 9.

The development of our mission work in
Trinidad may soon make necessury the ap-
pointment of another lady teacher. It is
requested that any such who may be think-
ing of that work will communicate at once
with Rev. P. M. Morrison; Halifax, the
Secretary of the Foreign Mission Committee,
sothat if a teacher is appointed to go out
this autumn there may be no unnecessary
delay.

A grand forward movement is proposed in
the New Hebrides, -more especially, with re-
gard to'the island of Santo. A gentleman
in Victoria, Australia, has bequeathed about
sixty thousand dollars to the Foreign Mis-
sion Fuud of the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria, and enabled them to devise large
things in their mission work in the New
Hebrides.

Mr. Annand writes under date June 19th:
“There is now a new plan proposed. Vie-
toria proposes to occupy Santo and provide
arsteam launch for working it and Malekula
largely by teachers and their own men.”

Dr. Steele writes under date Sth July :

“It is proposed to establish three mission-

aries on the island of Santo to be piongered
by the Rev. D. McDonald of Havannah Har-
Jbour. This is indeed a forward movement.”

A most interesting article on the New
Hebriies from the Melbourne drgus is given
on another page of this issue. It shows the

commercial capabilities of the islands. Shows:

that there are now 18 missionaries on the
group and two more expected before the end
of the year. Thus the whole -group will be,
with the aid of native teachers, pretty well
occupied. | .

Mr., Annand is to.have two fellow labor-
ers-in the Island of Santo,Mr. A.H, McDon.-

|
ald and Mr. Shanks.

This lurgest island of
the group, called by the old navigators, the
island of the Holy 'Spirit_ “Espiritu Santo”
wlth its darkness, heathenisin and sin, will,
wo trust soon be indeed the land of the Holy
Spirit.

That a christian business man, may,by his
influence and work do much for Christ, is
seen in the Report from St. Lucia given on
another page. Mr. Cropper who writes it,
and who is the unpaid lay agent of the mis.
sion, has always taken a deep interest in the
welfare of the Indian immigrants. Through
his representations a catechist was sent from
Trmidad, and the progress of the work is
seen from the report itself. If in all lands
where traders and busiuess men come into
contact with he'thenism sucha wark were
done what a sight would the world present
to day. -

To add interest to the excellent report
from St. Lucia ‘which is found on another
page, we give some facts with regard to St.
Imcia. It was discovered by Columbus in
1502, Tt is 42 miles in.length and 21 miles
in width. Originally inhabited by Caribs,
it waasettled hy the Eaglish in 1659, After
many alternations of possession by Eanglish
and-French, sometimes by force, sometimes
by treaty, it was finally restored to Britain
in 1803. Its scenery is wingled mountain,
valley and forest. Its total population is
upwards of 40,000, Castries its capital, has
over-5,000. It is part of the general govern-
ment of the Windward Isles. It exportsare
sugar.aud-cocoa, The East Indians have

‘been bronght here as well as to Trinidad to

labor on the estates.

The past few months and those to follow

-will, if expectations are realized, be & mark-
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od orn in the history of the New Hebrides,
And o fitting timo it is for such an era, the
Jubileo yeur of the Mission. The group
brought into regular steam communication
with tho outside world. All the islands
brought within the sphere of wmissionary in-
flnonce and effort, u brighter duy dawning,
Int this is fulfilled an old proverb which
spenks of the davkest hour before the dawn.
T'wo or thore years since, with its threnten-
ed Prench accupation, was oneof the dark-
est poviods for mahy years in the history of
che missiom, the present is one of the bright-
ost, 1t is indeed a jubilee,

——

Mr. Aunand, writing under date June 12,
snys, *\Wo are now nt ourold howe at Anel-
cuuling, Ancitynm, attending Synod.  Mrs.
Annand is also here. Theve are ten members
of Synod present aml threc delegates from
Australin,  We had o delightful voyage
from Santo, the weathor beinyg fine.”

We woull like to call special attention to
the paper by Mr. R, A. Falconer, on “How
to prepare the Sabbath School Lesson,” At
tho earuest requeat of those who heard ithe
cousvuted to give it for publication. As to
ity excullence, “'taste and sce,”

Y. M C. A
TWENTY-FIFTI{ ANNUAL GONVENTION,

The Maritime Convention of the Y. M.
C. A, hold its twenty-fifth annual meeting
in Now-Glasgow fram the seventh to the
touth of August. - The attendance was good
and & deep interest manifested. Visiting
beethron, Mr. Hagne of the International
Commwiitteo, Mr. Budge, general secretary of
Montrenl Y. M, C. A.and Dr. Kelly of Mon-
teenl, made & most favorable impression.
Their visit will no doubt be followed by
good,

Ouc great change that has during recent
years come over the work of the Y. M. C.
AL is, that while some time ago their aim
was to do general evangelistic work, it is
now wholly centred on definite work for
young men.  This is really no revolution in
the object of the Y. M. C. A.. but a return

to tho object for which it wag first started
by Williams in London muny years ago. In
accordance with this idea the Association
wake their plans for young men, hold their
moetings for young men, and, while they do
what they can for others along the line of
other organizations, their wotk in-the Asso-
ciation is for young men. This is well, and
along this line will their work yield its rich-
est resu'ts,  The field is wide, giving scope
to the widest cnergies o« the Christian young
men of our time. :

An additional element in the work for
young men that is coming prominently to
the front is, that young men ghould be
looked after when very young, and conse-
quently, they are turning their attention
more to the boys. Boys work or work for
young men when very young, is bhecoming
an increasing factor in Association work.

A third point noticable in the work of the
Convention was the increasing prominence
given to the physical training of young men,
and the necessity for bringing the physical
exercises and culture of young wmen, their
games and sports, so far as these are right,
under Christian  influence, so that this
physical culture instend of being as it-often
is & means of leading the young astray, may
be & means of bringing them under Chris-
tian influence and associations.

After a stirring meeting in United Church
on Sabbath eveniug, the Convention was
brought to & close by singing with clasped
hands “*Blest be the tie that binds, &c.” and
adjourned to meet next year at Truro.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.
FIRST MARITIME CONVENTION,

The First Annual Maritime Conventioq of
the Young People’s Sotiety-of Chtiscian En-
deavor met in Prince St. Church, Pictou,
from the 13th to the 15th of August. There
were about 240 delegates present, Looking
over the convention two things were notie-
able, viz. : the large attendance of ministers,
and tl.e large proportion of young women.
This shows two things with regard to the
Society. (1) That the ministers takea deop
interest in its working. (2) 'That the ten-
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- dency of tho Society is to bring the young
women more to the front, and lead them te
take a more active part in the work of the
chureh,

Rev. Mr. Clavk, of Boston, the father of
the Society, was present, and added much
to the interest and usefulness of the g.ther-
ing. The oxercises of the convention con-
sisted chiefly in papers and addresses, which
were, for the most part, very goud. DPer-
haps better resuits might have been attain-
ed in the way of bringing out the work, and
best methods of work, of the Christian 18n-
deavour Society had a larger proportion of
the time been devoted to discussion.

There can be no doubt of the benefit of
the individual society to the young people
of the individual congregation. It is a ques-

tion to be solved by the future, how far:

local and provincial and world wide unions
and conventions will do good. The tendency
w.llbe to more complete organization on a
large-scale, and may thus tend 10 defeat in
some measuve the very end for which the
Society was founded, to cultivate loyalty to,
the individual church.

May the guidance and b'essing of God be
given to the earnest cfforts of the young
people in working out their own motto,
“For Christ ant the Church,”

Rlwitine - Fotes,
Rev. T F, Smith ;z;,_s‘ inducted 'into the

pustorate of Grove Church, Richmond, Hali-
fax, July 31st. -

The annual meoting of the Halifax Presby-
terial W, F. M. S, will be held in-the Pres-
byterion Church, Kentville,. on Wednesday,
Sept. 3rd, at2 o’clock, Ce

Rev. Godfrey Shore was-inducted into-the
ga,stomﬁe charge of Carleton S§t. (West End)

resbyterian Chuich $t. Johu, N, B., Aug-
ust 12.. . ) R

The annual meeting of the Picton Presby-
terial W. . M. S. will be held in Prince St.
Hall, Pictou, Sept. 4th, at, 3'oclock. Mus,
Grant of Trinidad and Miss.Copeland- will
be present.

At Shubenacadie on the 25th July Mr, "

and Mrs. Henry celebrated their silver

wedding. A large gathering, including a.

number of the neighboriig ministers, was

present to rejoice with th?m thut did re- |

Jjoice.

Rev. K. J, Grant nccompainied by Rev.
H. McLean of Lochaber, hins been holding
rost intgresting series of meetings in Cupo
Breton, meeting overywhere wilh o warin
weolcome and stivving up a decp intevest in
the work in Lrinidasd.

A Sabbath school conference was held at
Lochaber, July 22nd. The wmorning and
afternoon ressions were spent in vreading and
discussing papers on various aspects of S. 8.
work, while in the evening a large audience
listened with decp interest to Rev. K. J.
Graut on his work in Trinidad,

The new SharonChurch wasopencd at Stel-
lartonon Sabbath, Aug.17. Rev.A J. Mowatt,
their first pastor, preached in the morning,
and Rov, ' Cumming, the r second pastor,
in the evening.  The large and beautiful
chureh wotlfilled at both services. The his-
tory of the cougregation has becn one of
steady progress by u Lund of stable, earnest,
Christian people. .

On the 27th July the Presbytery of Pie-
ton met at Union Centre for visitation. Mr.
K. J. Grant preached as he had done the
previous day at (lenelg.  The vondition of
the congregution as shown by the replies to
the questions was most satisfactory.
Prayer-meetings and Sabbath-Schools are
well maintained throughout the congrega-
tion, all fin mncial obligation promptly met,
and the schemes of the church liberally sup-
ported.

The Presbytery of Pictou visited the con-
gregation of Glenclg on Wednesday, July
23. Missionary work was combined-with
the visit«tion, for Rev. K. J. Grant preached

.and, spoke on mission work in Trinidad. The

answers to-the question of Presbyte:y show-
ed the congregation to be ina prosperous
condition, = There is no debt, financial 6b-
g{;’ntions are promptly meb aiid the schemes

“the church supported with fair liberality.
Prayer-mectings- and Sabbath-schools are
maintained in- the .different sections of the

8 ¥

| congregation,

We commend-the following extract mast
heartily to the attention of all our readers:

If laymen knew how much help they -cen

~give the pastor by listening properly, they

would be surprised, One hearer who closes
his eyes and drops his head, or “gazes list-
lessly about the room during thé sermon,
may seriously embarrass the preacher and

_spoil-g good sermon. The hearer who uses

his eyes as well as his-ears-to drink in the
message, and by his whole countenance and
attitude monifests deep interest in the word
jreached, is-a valudble assistant to-the -oft-
discouraged pastor.” .
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LETTER FROM MR. ANNAND.

Saxto, May 3. 1890.
Dear Mr. Morrison :

Yours of the 23rd January was reccived
Jast mail, It i3 such a change for us to-pet
our mails g0 frequently.  Were we depend-
ing upen the old Dayspring, as formerty, we
wouldd not bo expecting for two or three
weeks yet.  As it is we have had four mails
already this year and a fifth due next week.
Time seams to pass more quickly than form.
orly, We like the steamer arrangements
very well, We propose (aking a voysge to
Aneityun to Synod meeting in the hegin-
ning of June. Thaunks for sttending to mat-
ters of which I wrote. As for specials rent I
will ackuowledge most of them to the donors
dircct.

The news items sent us we read with much
pleasure.  Progress all along the line is
choering nowe. Not 80 is the report of Dr.
Lyall’s death after all his yrave of Jabor for
his church and country.  lowever he is all
right now. No more sorrow nor sighing. fhe
depths of philosnphy may now all be mude
plain to him.  And Judge James, good man,
isgone. Ionceartended a Bible-class of his
in Po?lnr Grove Church and received benefit
therd from.

1 ace that Pine Hill is becoming too small
for the school of the prophets. Les them go
to the Jovrdan and cut down trees to enlarge,
or build anew.

Our prospects of one more laborer in the
Now Hebrides this yearare good. Puor My,
Shank’s loss of his young wife as they were
about to leave Scotland, deprives nsof his
services for o time at least.  Mr. A. H. Me-
Donald is expected back to the islands
agnin this month. So also are Mr. and Mr:.,
Robertson. ’

A NATIVE FEAST,

This is Saturday cvening and this after-
noon I'spent attending a foast at the village
trying to learn something more of their ways,
their pleasures and customs, This was a
feast in dedication of a new house, also as
payment to thosswho helped build it.

Shall I try te give you.some idea of what
was done?  The house was finished and oc
cupied nearly a year ago, but the feast wag;
postponed until the yam was abundant,

Due notice was given a day or two ago
that such was to take pluce. Yesterday the
people were again reminded of the fact and
their duty thereto by the blowing of a tram-
pet shell,  This warning voice bade them all
go and dig a load of their hest yam and bring
them home, for all the people must help

make the feast. No one man has enongh
yam for such an oceasion. This morning
cooking bugan and continued till about three
d'clock. By that time every mnn and boy
in the villags as well u« uli tho visitors had
cach been presented with a yam aud cocoa-
nut pudding, big envugh for a.dinner forsix
men,

After all bad been thus served the remain-
ing ynms were carried to the public square.
Algo some fifteen or twenty small pigs were
brought and a small dress mat irow each and
all present.

Then the ceremrony of distribution began,
For thia purpose the village is divided into
four sections and each section has a part as-
signed it, then every mala of that section
has hig portioa laid out. Over a ton of ygm
is lving arranged for the recipients., All
this beiug completed the trumpet-shell again
sounds, and each portion is picked up and
carried to the feet of him for wnom iutended.
The principal men only,receive the pigs, but
all receive a mat each with their yam. I be-
ing & spectator to-day I heard the chief giv-
ing an order for a portion for the ‘‘white
one” ; so by and bye apile of yam and a mat
wera I4id at iny feet as my share of the feast.

My observations to-day lead me to think
that such a system of feasting does not im.
puverish the man who makes it much if any

“more than those who participate in‘it. There

is a general mixing and exchang ng of food,
but each man gets back much the same as
what he gave. ~ 1 hud given nothing for my
shaie received, but I mny yet have a remind-
er that gomething would be very acceptable
to the master of the feast. 'Lhere does not
appear to be aay evil connected with this
style of making a holiday and it helps to
cheer and enliven the life of those who do
not have very many luxuries.

To.morrow I shall bring before them an-
other feast for the spiritual nature of man,
and urge upon them the duty and privilege
of coming to it. By attending the feast this
afternoon I got an invitation to renew the
services at the mainland village whare I
went for a number of weeks, an1 finally lost
all my andience.  They all were absent on
Sunduy, becuuse some heathenism was to be
performed in & few weeks. They saw shat
the gospel and their paganism were not con-
sistent with one another, so they ran away
from the worship. Now, however, that
their ceremonies are over for a timeI am
asked to renew the services, which I shall
gladly do.

INCIDENTS.

All is not rase-colored in our work. Some
time ago I may have mentioned the name of
a young man living with us who was doing
remarkably we!l for a heathen lad. *‘Bati”
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was my best scholar and proved quite a help
to me In the lauguage, When the heathen

-dancing began oun the mainland the tempta
* tion was too great for him 8o he ran off aund
took part, Twice he retrrned afier a night
and a day’s revelry, but then he asked for
hig pey as he did not wish to atay louger on
the Station. -

Two wezks ugo he s*ole his brother’s wife
and ran off to an inland village, leaving his
own wife hehind, Now I am told that he
has sent word back that he will return and
give up the womun if the people here will
pay him snme pigs. (How is that for justice ?)
Very probably after a few weeks§ he will be
paid to return and give up the woman,

A conple of months ago a man im the vil-
lage stole nnother man’s wife, and the matter
was settled by paying the thief shree pigs
for the woman. A successful thief is a profi-
toble thing, when unsuccessful, trouble and
logs follow the attempt. It is somewhat
hard to understand theie principles of action.
They often act from impulse instead of from
principles and in their case the former ap-
pears the more correct ground of action.

‘We are both very well.  With united love
to-Mrs. - Morrison, yourself and family,

I am yours faithfully.

* J. Axyavp.

SLAVERY IN THE SOUTH SEAS.

Oae of the greatest hindrances tn our mis-
sion work in the South Seas is che so called
“labor traffic” which is carfied on-there,and
which is one of the most cruel forms of slav-
ery. Thetraffic is this. The sugar plant-
ers in Queensland, Australia, and in Tiji
want cheap labor for their plantations, and
vessels are sent to get laborers called
“kanukas” from the Islands wherover they
can be obtained. In theory it is a free con-
tract, the laborers engaging to serve for a
period of three years in- Queensland, for a
certain rate-of wages, and to be sent back
to their own island at the end of that time.
In practice, it is a system of kidnapping and
cruelty worthy of the darkest days of the
slavetrade. Menand women,especially young
men, are enticed, captured, by fair moans
or foul, from their own islands, carried to-
Queensland, where ainid all' manner of
cruelty and hardship they are compelled to

toil. Many of them die of their ill treat-
ment before the end of three years, and this
is profitable for the planter asit saves him
paying the wages and sending the laborer
back to his home.

Some rix years ago the crew of a labor
ship named the Hopeful were guilty of a
‘series of great atrocities and murders,
Some of them were imprisoned, and now
after gerving o few years a large petition
has been presented in their favor and they
have been released,

Our missionaries complain bitterly of the
carrying away of 8o mauny of the younag men,
and earneat cfforta-have bheen made to in-
duce the governments of Queensland and of
Britain to put a stop to this legalized slavery
which is one of the darkest blots ou the na-
tion's honor. The Queensland government
decided to stop the trafficin 1890, but so great
is the pressure brought to bear upon it by the
pianters and others that the prospects are
vot encouraging.

Rev. John G. Paton, une of the mission-
aries in the New Hebriiles, now agent in
Australia for the mission, writes the follow-
ing letter to the British Weekly.

VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA,
May 20, 1590.

Sik.—Let me cotdially thank you" for
bringing my article on the above subjeet be-
fore the many readers of your excellent pa-
per ; for 1 have long thaught that if th. Bri-
tish publicknew the real character and con-
stancly-occuriing atrocities of thig traffic in
men und women to supply cheap labour for
the sugar plantations in Queensland at four-
‘pence g day and for Fiji at twopence per
day, fcr winzh work they*would have to pay
white men from five td eight shillings per
day, the friends of humanity aund the ene-
mies of slavery would long ago have done
all possible to get it suppressed, as the only
effectun] prevention of its muny evils. On
returning from a.long mission tour, I ai, in-
deed, glad to see that it has led to some cor-
respondence, in replying to which I Have
another opportunity of exposing its crimes
-and pleading for its suppression by the Im-
perial Government, as 1t is & sad, dark stain
on our British honour. :

ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY,
Mr. J. E. Tesll, of the Anti-Slavery

Society, says :—*“The New;Hebrides, I be-
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lieve, are now cither occupied by the Fronch
or under the protection of Franco.”

It gives mo ploasure to inform all that as
yet the group is neither occupied by the
Fronch nor wuder their protectioh ; and for
the sake of our islnders and Australasin, X
hope 1t never will belong to France. A few
French sottlers, expirees, and ticket-of-leave
convicts from Noumen are there as traders
and planters ; and apparently what France
fuiled to aceamplish there by her mwilitwy
occupation and soldiers and New Hebrides
French Company, she is now tiying to do
by the Rwmieh priests (“Marirt Fathers™)
she has placed there as her political agents ¢
for her men-of-war regularly supply their
wants, France made strong cbjzctions to
Mr. Rowily living ou the New Hebrides as
H. M. Consul or Commissioner. and he has
been withdrawn 3 vet, by her priests and
agents, #he 1 doing nil posabie unchecked
in her own intevests, A joint Comumi-sion
of English and French men of-war now ad-
minister punishment to the islanders for any
crimes they eommit on white men, though

encrally committed wnder great provoca:
tion, which, as far as possible, is concealed
or made light of by the white men . They
have no rightsin common with white men ;
and from their ciuel, oppressive treatment.
the woner is that they do vot murder every
libour coliector they get nt. If similarly
l-uspd our countrymen would dy so, and
the world would supp s a.d  praise them
for it.

WITNESSES ON THE FIELD.

I shall here give a copy of the resolutinn
regardivg this traffic  unanimously pussed
by the thirteen Preshyterian ministers who
cmposed onr last Mis<ion Synod, nid who,
regiding as mizsionaties on the islands, know
well itn character and doings there 1 —

$Mission:Church. Kwamera. Tanns, New
Hebrides, July 6, 1889.

“Which day the Mission Synod met; aund
“wag duly counstituted. Inter aliz, it was
agreed :

“Whereas the Kanaka Labour Traffic has,
ton large extent, depopuated the New
Hebrides and adjoining istanids, upset family
relations among the natives, and has been,
and i, tha e e of much surrow, suffeiing,
and bloodshed am-ng them en the i-lands,
and in Queensland aad the other culonies,
owing to their dtered circumstances in life,
food, long hours, and incessant labour on
the sugar plantations, &c.; which led the
humane Government of Sir Samael Griffiths
in Quecusland to resolve that the recrniring
shounld cease in A »., 1590 : and whereas-in
the report of the recent ‘Sugar Commission’
of Queenzland it is said, “We declare it our

A

opinion that if ull colopwred labour be with-
drawn from ths plantations, the extinction
of the sugar industry must speecily follow,
and we, therefore, recommend thit the in-
croduction of Polynesinn lubour be permut-
ted to continue at all events for some years
longer than the periol now limited, for the
purpoge of developing tropical agriculture
and fruit growing in the northern districts’ :
ag thia traflic has heen an umnitigated evil
to the islanders, the New Hebriaes Mission
Synod respectfully and urgently implores
the Queensians’l Government to let this traf-
fic terminate as r. solved by the lato Gvern-
ment, and on no ¢ ‘neideration to continue a
tratlic so steeped in deception, immorality,
bloodshed, and suffering, and on which
Heaven's blessing cannot rest.”

FRESH HORRORS.

When wa were at that mecting of Synod
on ‘[auna, in July Iast, on the Sabbath Day,
& Queensland lahour veseel cilled, and as
usua) sent two boats ou shore ; there, before
many of us wiscionaries, the Goveinment
agent of the vessel, anold man, cuwme up
to the Mission House, and voluntarily assur-
ed the resident missionary there that they
were not geing to take away any Kanakas
as recruits that day. after <which his boits
left, empty of natives, and disappeared.
Thus thiewn «off their guard the natives en-
téred the church for a religi -us service ; and
when it was over, great excitement and
grief were caused when it was discovered
that the same agent and "hoats had got &
number of Jads away while we were iu the
church,  The boats had come in near =ome
rocks which hid them from view, and by
scme inducement got hold of the lade. All
engaged in this traffic are so accustomed to
deceive and fulsify, that we doubt if one
mau in its vitiating work spenks the trath.

I have just had a letter from an elder of
my church on Aniwa, expressing great grief
at a Queensland vessel having called and,
by some means, got away four young men
and a young widew, leaving her two little
children unprotected and unprovided for.
They plead with me if possible to get them
all sent back to theisland ; but after falling
into the hands of those in this traflie, there
is no rescuirg of rny from their sham en-
gagements, except by death, or the termina-
tion of their three years' work by the few
who live to complete it. And, if able for
further work, every inducement possible is
used to retain them for work in Queensland.

As to those who return to the islands,
though the returning vessel is under a
heavy penalty by the Queensland law: if they
fail to land them on their own island among
their own people, yet they are often landed
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on islands near their own, or on their own
among savages, or enemies of their own peo-
ple, Whereby many of them have been mur-
dered, and the little property they brought
with them divided among theiv murderers.

A short time ago, when in Queensland,
saw o steamen sent by the Govermment to
return and Jand & number of Iwnakas on
their own islands and among their own peo-
ple, and-I was told that she was uuder a
heavy penalty if all were not so Janded.
Yet, on iny return to the islands, I found
‘that the steamer had landed a large number
of them on Aniwa, from sixteen to twenty
miles away from-their own iapd and people
on Tanna; and there they had to remain o
burden on my po n Aniwans, till they could
all be taken to their homes by the wmission
vessel. Of course, in this case, as i all the
vessels examined by the Royal Commission
at firat, on returning to Queensland, the
ship’s company solemnly declared that they
had fulfilled strictly every requirement of
the law.
WORSE THAN SLAVERY., '

I have always held that this traffic is
worse than real slavery. The slave is the
property of his muster, who from self-inter-
est, will generally treat him kindly, so es to
get all the years’ labout he can out of him;
but if the Kanaka is wrought to death on
the sugar plautations, within the so-called
three years’ engagement, the employer has
only*tomake his fellow islanders bury him
like a dog, and get others to occupy his
place. Same years ago France had giver up
this traffic because of its atrocity, but a re-
cent telegram informs us thut they have re-
solved to resume collecting’ labour on the
New Hebrides for their own use and work.
No doubt as our British colonies have con-
tinued it so long, they now also wish to get
all the profit possible from such excellent
cheap labour. i

Thus, with our New Hebrides now left as
a hunting.ground for the labour collectors
(—slavers), English, French, German, and
American, alas for the remaining poor islind.
ers ! Depopulation and misery will follow
more and more rapidly to enrich the sugar-
planters, the collectors, and the shipowners,
but the Divine blessing cannot rest on such
a traffic, nor has jt rested on the blood-
stained fortuves made by it, and so steeped
in vice and human euffering both on the is-
lands and in our colonies. 1t is a diserace
to humanity, and especially to Britain,which
has done so much to suppress slavery.

PERSONAL INCIDENTS.

I have seen white men in their boats tak-
ing Kanakas to a labour-veasel, and by force
lifting them on board, and when lhey tried

to leap ovarboard to swim on shore, they
wero knucled down agnin and again on deck
till they lay stupefied, and were su taken
out to sea.

I have been on board » Queenclaund labour-
vesrel which had thero all the stout Kana.
kas being taken nway, and likely to escape
ot give any trouble, all fastened under irons;
and that vessel shortly before that, by tho
men in her boats, had shot an Erromaugan
chief dead, while binding and taking hi
daughter away by forco ; they also sliot ono
of his men who attempted to protect her,
sfter which they handed her over to the
agent to fake v the ship ; and the same boat
returned on shore that day, and shot dead
one of our Christian native teachers because
they could not drag him into their boat and
take him away, B

When such vessels are in port, or near
the shoie, I have often scen the white men
in them keeping guard over the natives be-
ing taken away, with musketsand revolvera
ready to shaot any who would attempt to
escope ; and yet all 80 taken away are got
iuto Queensland or Fiji as free labourers,
voluntarily seaking woik on.the auger plan-
tations. We nave reported all the above
cases, and many, many more to our cplonial
British authorities ; and our letters have
been published in the colonies, with many
from others also regarding the shockuig
deeds of this traffic, which nevertheles con-
tinues, The planters and Sugar Commis-
sion, pleading for it continuance,are evident-
Jy rendy in self-interest to cloak all its
crimes.

CRIMES CONCEALED.

It is only now and again that a case like
Dr. Murray’s with his ship's company butch
ering 80 many, and such kidnapping ded
murderg as by the crew of the Hopeful, are
brought tolight ; yet all colonists kuow shat
the whole history of this traffic is stceped in
cruelty and bloodshed, as now and again
chronicled in our newspapers. But all the
interested parties, especially the planters
and collectors, screen as far as possible the
character of the traffic, and themselves from
punishment, by concealing all the ecrimes
practised in jt, as generally all on board are
equally involved in them. And when pro-
secution has followed, in some glaring cases,
15 has been very difficult to get a colonial -
jury to convict on the clearest evidence,;
-and, generally, those found guilty and im-
prisoned for'the worst of crimes, have by
the petitioning and influence «f sympathis-
ers, or by some supposed flaw in the case,
been set at liberty,to find their way be “k.to
their shocking work in the labour vessets on

the islands,
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MURDERERS REPRIEVED,

Self-interest, and ther oney made by this
traffic, has caused such sympathy with the
collectors that very many in our colony are
ready to forgive any evil, even the most
dreadful murders, as in the case of the
Hopeful. A short time ugu, the largest
potition ever got up in Queensland, with
28,000 signatures, was presented to the Gov-
ernor in Council there, to get all the kid-
rappers and murderers of the fopeful par-
doned and set free from the pumshment
they were undergoing, At the last Paclie-
mentary e.cction in Queensland a popular
test question put to each candidate was if
they would vcte for the rele.se of the prisou-
ers of thc Hopeful. The Governor hnus
granted all a free parden, and they were set
at liberty on February 20, 1890. Aud so
grent was the enthusiasm of their sympath-
isers that thoy proposed to get up a grand
bancquet for-them on their re.ease; buv bet-
tor judgment prevented this. As the Me/-
bourne Argus advised, *‘Let the parduned
men scek ~bscurity and be thankinl.” No
doubt they will soon be with congeni.l com-
pany, and employed in the Kanaka labour
vessels ngain on the islands. The 1raders
and petitioners knew they were too valuable
helpers to be longer lefe in prison. Every
possible ellrt is now being mude in Queens-
land to have this tratlic’ cuntinued;

ADDITIONAL

On the highest and most reliable author-
ity let mne make hnown a lictle more of the
atrocities of this traffic.

Near East Cape, New Guinea, natives
took from the boat,goods that were laid out
for them, ana” bolted to the bush. The
white men followed, and thirty eight natives
were shot.

At Teste Island twenty-one natives tried
to escape by swimming on shore ; two were
drowned in the atcemt, and oue, a woman
who had been taken from her husband, es-
caped, but hud a wou 4 on her head, as in-
inflicted by one or the quusi-interpreters
with a tomahawk, on his own admission.
Again, a labr vessel succeeded in obtaining
several recruits. Among than were two
young men—Dbrothers. Their mother came
down to the boat, and begged one of them
to remaio ; but the man in churge told Alex
to catch her. Alox jumped on shore, and
struck the unfortunate woman with the back
of a tomahawk and knocked her down, then
picked her up, and threw her iuto the boat.

At Bently Bsay, a boy and woman were
captured when the natives were holding a
feast ; the boats of the vessel also pillaged
and burned the village

At anuther place rifles were used to make

TESTIMONIES,

the natives go on board a Inbonr vessel, but
they ran away, and the crew of the vessel
fired at them from the boats, and several
women were killed. At Normandy Island,
the natives cume off in large canoes to trade,
and when alongside were fired upon. ‘his
led the natives in terror to ciswd to the one
side of the canoe, by which they ‘capaized it,
aud swam for the shore: but the vessel's
bents chaved them with the result that nine
were taken alive, and three shot'<lead.

At Ha ris Islaud a native was shot dead
becuuse the white men were angry with the
natives for asking too much trade, The
canoe then made off, but the labour vessel
chased it. caught it, und touk the remaining
six natives on board the vessel, and kept
them there. One of them died from being
wounded. Thecolony of Queenslaud and
its planters may deny that they are respon-
sible for such crimes, but they license the
labour veseels to collect the labour, and no
matter how gnt,they ave all eagerly engaged
in Queensland for plantation work, and if
they ‘were not so employed in our colonies
there would bs no collecting and no such
atrucities on the islands, and as long as this
sad traffic is not suppressed by law, I fear
God will hold Britain and Queensland re-
sponsible for all its crimes, and reckon with
them in retributive justice tor all the blood-
shed and for olt the evils of this traffic in
; men and w«men.

THE FRESS OX BLACKBIRDING, @

One of our best papers, the Melbournc
1+ Daily Telegraph, Febraary 21, 1590, in a
* leader, puts ic thus —**Bluckbirding in the
:+ South Pacific. ,A blot on the nativnal es-
| cutcheon.”
“Sume of the reddest-handed murderers
who ever cut a throat have been released
frem the Queensland gaols, and that with
t the Queen's pardon.  The 1 ews strikes with
| a duil, sickening blow on the national con-
| science. The vilianous authors of the Hope-
| ful atrocities have had their gyves struck
| off, and have been restored to the compans
| ionghip of honest men, The horrible facts
{ which eet the blood of all Australia tingling
1 uceurred 1n 1584, now nearly six years ago.
. It ismo exaggeration to say that no story of
| piracy ever published, of the most abandon-

sd and remorseless who ever trod a deck,
‘ excreded in cold-blooded and heartless bru-
| tahty the crimes of whith this Hopeful crew
{ were found guilty. YWe have republished a
| short synopsis of their hellish doings, for

the purpose of letting our readers see what
sort uf men they are whom the Queensland
.Governor in Council has released.

The active spirit in the Hopeful was a
wretch named Neil McNeil, who occupied
the dual post of recruiting agent and second
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mate of the vessel. The business of the
Hopesul was co-trade on the New Guinea
coast, and carry off ag many coolies as she
could obtain for the Queensland sugar plan-
tations. Really the Hopsful was a slaver
under a thin guise. And no slaver amon

the worst of the thousands who in the bac
old times tiafficked in black buman bodies
on the West Cuast of Africa, was ever man-
ned by a more fiendish and remorseless crew.

On a June morning, four or five canoes
came off tu trade in all simplicity. They
wera black pagan saveges; the schooner’s
men were white ostensl%le Christians, but
savages stil], such as Hamlet wounld have
described as ‘bloody, bawdy villains, re-
morsless, lecherous, treacherons, kindless
villains.” An eye-witness says the schoon-
er’s boats were lowered to meet the canoes,
MeNeil said to him, ‘We are going to round
them: up.’ The boats wers armed with
Snider rifles and pouches. The cavors fled
for the shore. The boats got alongside a
small ranoe, when a hoy took up a paddle.
MecNeil put his rifle to his shoulder, and the-
Jnan with the paddle fell dead : and he call-
ed Williams, his boatswain, to pick up the
swimmers, and six were so captured. One
swam-for the shore and Williamns shot him
in the back of his head,

The boats returned to the vessel with the:
other islanders, aui the Hopeful sailed for
other islands to repeat her frightful career
of cruelly and bloodshed. Ye$ by one of the
largest petitions ever got up in Queensland,
to the Governor in Council, praying for the
release of chose unmitigated ruffians, the

- prisouers are set at liberty. . e venture
to say that no such wmiscarriage of justice
everbeforeoccurred in any part of Australia.
There is no iota of palliating ‘circumstance
connected with it. The crimes were no
outburst-of insanity, but a long series of dia-
bolical deeds, with greed as their motive,
and robbery and murder as the meuns.
These men fit cut a ship to steal men’s
bodies, and slapghter scores to accomplish
their ends. They serve six years in gaol,
and have now obtained the Qneen’s pardon,
at the bidding of a popular clamour,

The whole incident is intensely demoral-
ising, The blood of the offenceless and de-
fenceless black men will smoke up before
high Heaven in- protest against the iniquity
of their release.” ’

COh, that our British anthorities would
suppress this traffic, over which we weep
and mourn and protest! It cannot be re-
gulated, it must be suppressed to stop ils
shocking crimes, and free us and Britain
from respoosibility. Entreating the sym-
pathy.and help of all the enemies-of slavery.

Joux -G, Patox.

-are shiclded and protecte

A DAUGHTER'S INFLUENCE.

So much has been written in this world
about o mother’s influence, and rightly too
—for there isno love like hers, no nature so
self sacrificing, no on.surely who care for us
in quite the devoted way that she does, con-
sequently her influence over us is great.

But the daughter? Did yon ever stop
to think of the many quiet, sweet lives higd-
den away, whose influence may not radiate
far beyond the home civele ? But just there
what b power for good they are! The moth’-
er, how naturally she turns to her for com-
panionship, comfort and sympathy. The
brothers, what & grand opportunity to win
their regard, their love. ~ *"Tis said we are
born brothers and sisters, but love and affec-
tion we must win,” as much in our own
homes as we do abroad. How full of all
charitableness, uprightness. truthfulness and

integrity she should be.

How often have I heard firls whose lives
: , have pleasant
br}ght homes, say that they are disgusted.
with life ; it is not worth the living, ete.

the results, perhaps, of some annoyance, loss
tolr %lsn.ppointmeu(;. How little they realize

g
The sweetest lives are those to duty wed

Whose deeds both great and small
Are close knit strands of an unbroken thread,

Where love ennobles all.

And surely our duty is to those whom
God has Hlaced nearest to us, perhaps somne-
times influencing them unconsciously, but
always continually and surgly. God graut
that it may always be to His honour and
glory, thus making this world hetter and
brighter for having Veen a daughter and &
sister.—Selected.

NEW HEBRIDES ITS COMMERCE
AND DIISSIONS.

The commission of the Austraiian ang
Tasmanian Presbyterian churches to the
New Hebrides may be regarded as eminent-
1y successful. A full report of the work of
the missionaries, and of the special subieets
of inquiry, will be duly presented to the
General Assemblics of the Presbyterian
Church in Australia. In the meantime it
will be interesting to know that political
questions in regard to the islands are very
quiet, that nothing has hnEpeued for some
time thatis likely to disturb the progress of
civilization and Christianity. The dual con-
trol by the English and Frenchis workin.
very satisfactorily, and nnless any untowar:

-aggressiveness on the part of the French

happens, this form of government will suffice
for some time to come. This is the weak
line in the chain, however, and if any
trouble arises in the near future this very
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harmless-lovking dual form of administration
will bu the source of it. The unequal and
varying adminituatton of the labour traffic
question as worked by the British and
Yrench is o caunse of constant irritution to
British settlers.

The French traders, for instance, deal
with the wnatives in drink and firearms,
while the British are stringeutly forbidden
under heavy penalties from dealing in
these commodities w th the islanders. ~The
English traders think, and jastly, that the
law on this question shouid be the same for
both nationalities.

The special work of the delegutes was ac-
complished earlier than anticipated, and thus
the Rev A. Hardie ana Mr M. MceGillivray
were abie to r:turn to Victoria a fortnight
curlier than expected.

Professor Drummond sailed for the New
Hebrides by the 8. S. Rockton, and should
have arrived at Ancityum on the 25th inst ,
the day on which the :ynod closed its sit-
tings.

The commissioners saw the work on the
whole of the islands forming the grop, with
the exception of that on Nguna, a small is-
land near Efate, or Sandwich.  They were
well satisficd with the progress of the mis-
sion in all its departments; the natives ris-
ing steadily in civilization and Christianity.
Their mode of dress is improving. There is,
however, plen*y of room for still furtier im-
provement in this divestion. Their manners
are approaching to the European s'andard,
while in the matter of building houses, the
native style is steadily giving place to the
Europcan plan.

The customs of those outside missionary
inflaence have wndergone little change.
Many of these are disgusting and barbarous
in the extramne, while superstition lingers
long, even among the best of the Christian
converts. Infanticide and burial of wilows
and okl people are practices to be found
among those outsule the mission sphere of
the work, Polygamy, early marriages, in-
fanticide, labour trade, and unlawful dis-
eases are the most prolific causes of the re-
markable decrease in the population of this
and all the Polynesian islands.

The capabilities of the islands in reg rd to
commerce are very great  Tropical products
such as sugar, cotton, tea, coffee, arrowroot,
and maize will grow with the preatest luxu-
riance. Coffee, arrowroot, and maize are
now thestaple products.  Banunas, oranges,
citrons, anfd lemons are not at present re-

ceiving much attention, Int the day of the,

banana is not far off.  Fiji and Queensland
will have to look wwell after their present
supremacy in this direction—Fiji alone sends
between 25,000 and 30,000 bunches of ban.

anas to Sydney fortnightly. There is a vich
pr speet of success for the futire New
Hebridean planters.  With wise lnws and
fair administration in regard to labour,
any practical man may make & competency
in afew years. Thereis practicall:- no house
rent, while living costs next to nothing, and
clothing gives little anxiety.

For th- honest trader and plac.er there
is then a bright prospect ; for the dishonest
and lazy there is no room, for there are too
many already.  Caution, however, must be
exercised, and anyone intending to do
pioncer work in the islands shounld have
some capital, and should consult the Aus-
tralian  New Hebrides Company, Sussex-
street, Sydney, or the foreign missions com-
mittee of the various Presbyterian churches
in Australia.

The wmissionaries weet annua’ly in synod
to transact all Lusiness concerning their
work.” The retiving moderator, Rev. W,
Gray, of South Australia, gave an appropri-
ate and vatuable address on missiona.  The
address was a historical sketch of the work -
in the islands during the last fifty years, dat
ing from the martyrdom of the Rev. John
Williaws, in 1839 to the present time. The
new moderator is the Rev. Dr \Vm. Guun,
of Futuna. The Australian commissioners
were formally welcomed and associated. The
R-vs. J. Lyalland A. Hardie, and Mr. Me-
Gillivray gaveaddresses, and discussed with

the Synod the special masters which
the Australian churches had delegated
to them. These questions were satisfactori-

ly s ttled. New missionaries, the Rev. A.
H. MacDonald and—Shanks, M. A, B.D.,
are to be sent to Santo, the last, and almost
unoceupied, island of the group.  The Rev.
D MacConald, of Havannah Harbour, is to
be the leader of this forward moveinent. Mr.
McDonald, however, will still be in charge
of Havanuah Harbour, one of the most im-
portaut in the island.  The important ques-
tion of the unification of the New Hebrides
mission was di-cussed, but considered to be
premature.  Victorin, New Zealand, and
Canada are the most zealous colonies with
regard to this mission field. Vietoria has
now six missionaries, and soon will have a
seventh. New Zealand has four, and is to
send another before the end of this year.

The Canadian Church has three mission-
aries labouring there, while New Soutk
Wales, South Australia, and Tasmania have
one cach. The mother colony, hewever,
will, it is hoped, not long occupy such a
backward place in such an importaut field of
labour. The Free Church of Scotland has
two missionaries.  There are thus 1§ mis-
sionaries there now, and two more to bé be-
fore this year closes—20 in all—just about
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sufficient with a well-trained staff of native
teuchers to overtake this important sphere
of work. —Melbourne Argus.

MR. CROPPER’S REPORT FROM ST.
LUCIA FOR 1889, .

ON THE WORK OF THE CANADIAN MISSION TO
INDIAN IMMIGRANTS.

The year passed away uneventfully, and
closed without leaving any speeial oceurrence
tomark decisive progress  Yet I do not pre-
sume to say ihat no progress was m-de. It
is hardly To be expected that in every year
there should be large additions to the Bap-
tismal Roll ; and this is not the only means
of judging progress, though it is much to be
desired. » The work was carried on by George
Sadaphal our Catechist, and Jobn Allahdua,
one of our schoel teachers.

SADAPHAL'S WORK.

Sadaphal opened the regular work of the
mission in February, 1886, and has since con-
tinued stead ly and patiently to carry to his
unenlightened conntrymen the Gospel mes-
sage of salvation. He resides at Crown
Lands, the first station that was opened. It
is between G and.7 miles from Castries, at the
head of the Grand Cul.de-Sac valley ; 1t is
about 7 miles (less, between 5 and G, if the
short cuts are followed) from Mabouya: and
it is about 6 miles from Roscan. These are
the principal stations at which work is regul-
arly carried on. There ave severa! hundred
Indians at each of theseplaces. Throughout
the year, nunless prevented by illness ov bad
weather, Sadaphat held, every Sabbath, a
morning service at Ciown Lands, and an
aftermoon service at Rosean. During the
week he ussisted in gathering children for
school, and visited the penple in their houses
op both these Estates. He paid oceasional
visits to the Hospital and Gaol in Castiies,
and he visited, as often as the work at his
stationallowed, the estates inthe other quart-
ers of the islaud, on which immigrants are
settled.

ALLAHDUA.

John Allahdua, the teacher of the Mabou-
ya school, worked in the valley of that
name. It issitnated on the windward coast
of the island, and is separated from Castries
by a range of high hills, the road crossing at
an elevation of about 1500 feet, with a very
steep gradient. In this valley is situated
the Denncry Usine (owned by an English
Company) which is supplied with canes,

own on the four estates, Fond d’Or, La

ay, Richefond, and Resource. Allahdua ]

lives on the last named, and the schoolhouse |

its here also. He conducts services on the !

Subbath, and receives all inquirers and
visit at the peop e's houses during the week
when not engaged at school work.

VISIT OF MR, AND MRS. MORTON.

We were cheered by a visit from the Rev.
Mr Morton and Mrs. Ddorton in the
middle of the year, when three children
were baptized  Mr. Morton and wife were
on their way to Canada in search of health,
and were not able to go about the staticns
as on previous occasions, Only those on the
spot engaged in the work kuow the full
value of & missionary’s visit, so great a stim-
ulus is given to every one of us. You can
see the gladness and cheerfuln-ss  whicl
beam in the countenances of our men when
the news is given to them,*Padri Sahib will
be with us next steamer.” There is much
to disconrage them and to dull their ardour,
and the stivring exhortations of the *Padri
Sahib” infuse ngw life into them, and kindle
their zeal afresh. When shall we have a
«Padri Sahib” all to ourseives, our own
«Padri®” Christian friends, the work needs
it,and theneed becomes daily more pressing.

BAPTISMAL ROLL.

The year closed with 108 names on the
Baptismal Roll. A fair proportion «f.these
baptised arc adults, and & _great many are
growing boys and girls. It is pleasing to
note that, on the whole, the conduct of these
converts was satisfactory. The new teach-
ers are doing well.

Our tinancial wants were fully supplied
during the year. We received from Gov-

| etnment, in aid of the school £150 0. 0. We
received from Canada £400. 0. and from
local sources £12 0. 0. Wae spent on teach-
ers, £140 0. 0. ; on the Catechist, £50, and
in school requisites and otherwise, L14.
There was incurred in Trinidad on our be-
half, £4.

Though we have met with many discour-
agements and disappointments throughout
the year, yet there has been much to be
thankful for, and evidences of the Master's
upproval have not been wantirg. We feel
convinced that He- has guided the work
throughout the year, andwe have felt His
hand at the helin in many an hour cf anxie-
ty and difficulty, and we have seen the little
mission barque ride safely out what seemed
to us @ stormy sea, against which e felt
unable to beat. Aud we pray that our
Lord will continue to extend the providence
which has hitherto watched over us, and
will make our work instrumental in bringin
many a heathen soul from darkness an
fulsehood to the light of the gloriuus gospel.

. J. B. CROPPER,
Lay Representative of the -Canadian Mis-
- gion, St. Lucia.

St. Lucia, June 2, 1890.
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HOW TO PREPARE THE
SCHOO!. LESSON.

READ AT THES. 8. CONFERENCE AT LOCHABER,
DY R, A, FALCONER, AND PUDLISHED
BY REQUEST.

I take it that there is some great object
aimed at in Sabbath-School tenching which
must always be kept in view, nn§ up to
which everything should lead. Wherein is
the difference between the Sabbath-School
and the day-school? The latter has for its
object the mental education of the child ; the
former was established for the purpese of
affording o spiritual training.  The day-
school appeals to the head ; the Salbath-
School to the heart.

This fact we arc apt to overlook, and we
may think thatif our scholars can repeat the
lessons correctly and can give us a satiefactory
account of thoevents in the passage under
consideration, perhaps a correct list of the
Kings of Israel and Judah, that all is well.

If thisis all; If we seek to do nothing
mote than give. them so much information,
we are doing just what the day-schoul is do-
ing, only not so well : because in day-schools
there.is pursued a better course of study for
training the mind than the series of Inter-
nstional Sunday School Lessons.

The truth taught in the Sabbath-school is
intended to have a practical effect cn the life
and is meant to give the youth understand-
inp 50 that ne may walk in the path of God's
commandments.

Now, there are two puints which ought to
be borne in mind—that though the essential
truth of Christianity is the same for every
one, yet (1) speaking generally, it is to be
presented to the child in different aspects
from thoee in which it is presented to vlder
people, (2) special features are more promia.
ently seen and more easily grasped by differ-
ent individuals.

Christianity is 8 grani structuve like a
great cathedral. It stands there and is scen
and admired by »il, old and young ; but the
grandeur of that cathedral impresses venple

. mdifferent ways. Some are awe-struck by
the vast size and overshadowing mass; they
gaze down the vista of interlacing arches,and
are attracted by the brilliant colours of the
stained windows. Others whose minds have
been asthetically trained, are lost in wonder
at the delicate carving on the oak-stalls, and
the tracing on the pillars, or the beauties of
a particular school of architecture, or the
wonderful way in which the architect has
wrought out his thought in the ctructure, or
the artist in the stained window. The great
result in both cases is the same.  Educated
and uneducated are impressed by the genius
displayed and the grandeur of the building,

SABBATH

So also is Christiar. truth ; one side of the
same truth appeals more particularly to one
class of peopls than to another.

Trom this fact we learn vwo valuable les-
sons as to the method of our preparation for
the class: (1) We must study the general
fea'ureg of childhood ; (2) We musthave re-
gard to the individur] characters of our class.

We must look for the points in our lessons
which appeal most powerfully to'childhnod
in general, and also for those which are suit-
ed to the circumatances of our cluss,

I. THE GENERAL FEATURES ¢F CHILDIIOOD,

The aflections of children are strong.
Hence if Gud be shown to them asa father
whom they cau love, rather chan as the God
whom they are to fear, their hearts will go
out to him spontaneously. This is the period
of tife when trust is firm, and if children can
be taught what faith is; or rather, not what
faith is, but if they can be shown a heavenly
Father in whom to trust, faith will follow.
There is a go d deal of truth in these’ lines
of Wordsworth : — '

Trailing clouds of glory do we come
From God, who-is our houwr ;
Heaveu lies al.out us in our infancy !

The child has a large share of that faith
without which it is impossible to please God,
whase own presence it is that mukes heaven;
and these clouds of Glory aud nemories of
heaven often seem to melt away with the in-
cranse of years.

We should make use of this truth in our
teaching, ¢ndeavouring tu treat the lesson in
such a way as to arouse the afiections of the
child. If the young heart is secured early,
while the affections are strong, love will
ma e the mind receptive of truth, and the
youth or grown men will escape many a
doubt and difficulty that may beset others.

Again, the pathetic emotions are fully de-
veloped in childhood. The child is easily
moved by o touching story,  Its sympathy
goes vut strongly toward any one in suffer-
mg.  Its character has not yet become
hardened by finding its sympathy so often
unreciprocated ; nor has 1t had its flow of
pathos checked by learning that the objects
that have excited its pathus are unworthy.
The clnld’s nature is soft and pliable under
such influences as these. Hence these pa-
thetic emotions should be used to strengthen
theaffections. Sympathy is often the door-
way of love. Now, in the story of Christ’s
lile on earth aad his death, and indeed
throughout the Old-and New Testaments,
there is abundant opportunity for appealing
to the pathetic faculty of the child.

When the passage is made from childhood
to youth there is » general change in charac-
teristics. The growing boy secms-ashamed
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of the stage he has just quitted.  Pinafores
and frocks ave an abomination unto him, He
is becoming a man and has put away child-
ish things.  He wishes to be manly before
everything else.  Of course 1 cannot speak
of pirle in the same way as of boys. I per-
sume that their affections are always more
highly developed than thoge of the opposite
sex, and that justas wowmen are more re-
ligiously inc ined than men so girls probibly
grasp the meaning of faith more instinctively
than boys.,

But, tor those teaching boys, it is essential
to bear in mind that they look with favor
on the manly side of things. Boys like a per-
gson whu is strwight-torward awd  honest.
Nothing qains thew contemnpt more than a
sickly, huthouse boyhood, The normal youth
despises the.girlish boy. Now, I believe
that characteristic is nas often enough taken
into account. 1 do not say that all noys are
frank and open.  They are often mean and
base. They do underhand tricks ; are fond
of showing off.  But why are bys fond-of

smoking-cn the sly and doing mean-things ?

Often just becanse they think it manly. Now
if you can only appeal to this poweriul fea-
tore of the vuys character, you have a very
strong impulse in your favour. Be straight-
forward and.frank with a boy and you will
‘have a ready- listener and an apt pupil.

A great effurt should be made by teachers
to show a boy that christianity is necessdry
to make him truly noble and maunly. I be-
lieve that much harm is dove by seuntimental
goody goodyism that is so common in Sun-
day-Schoos.  Thisrepels a frank boy. A
religion fremed after the model so oftea
taught seems to eviscerate boyhoed «f all its
best qualities. I can syu sathize to a great
extent with the boys. Show the boys that
sin makes them mean and base ; that Coad
intended them to become true men and that
Christ is the only true man, one in whom
they find cournge, dignity, honour and right-
eousness.

We should ceek to use theee general fea-
tures to which I bave referred, for the in-
culeation of truth. A child will be listless
until it.is shown that the truth is meant for
him. Before anyone will take home truth to
himsell, he must see that he has need of it,
that it is suited for him-and will be of practi-
cal use to him  Now, if you dress up truth
in a garb that the scholar dves not recognize,
no wouder if he becomes languid. Make the
trath as attiactive as possible, and in your
preparation of the lesson be careful to find
those aspects which are most suited to the
general features of your class. -

II. WE MUST STULY THE NATURES OF THE
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF OUR CLASS.

We shall bave scholars shy and retiring,

forward and bold, those of a religious dispo-
sition, some probably who are pretty bad.
We must not forget that our scholurs have
different temptations and surroundings, and
that the lesson remarks: should have refer-
eaco to the individual life of each. In our
clags some u-ed to be aroused trom their
lethargy and to be shown the way of life,
nay, even to be threatened with the terrors
of the world:to come. " There is usuully a
bad hny who scers to have 8o little goodness
of character about him, that he will uot be
attracted by the beauty of holiness, and
threats of punishment alope will drive him
from his evil courses.  ‘There are others of
finer dispositiou, who will be drawn to God
if their gaze be directed towards b, : and
there are some who have been seeking to
serve Chiist, and they need fond to strength-
en them in their new life, some encourage
ment in this battle with evil.

"Chese are mainprinciples of teaching that
every teacher-should seek to carry out in his
lesson-preparations.  This might be called
the oljective side of the subject.” Let ua now
proceed to the

‘ . SURJECTIVE :
the-means the teacher must employ on his
own part to secure efficiency.

(I.) MEDITATE DEEPLY ON THE PASSAGE.

Instruction in the principles of Christian-
ity, and even in the history of religion if
properly conducted, should rcact on the
character.  We should remember that an
enlightened Christian, one with a reason for
the faith that is in hiwn, is a better man than
ove who is not so enlightened. The mind
reacts orr the heart just as the hewrt makes
the min-. receptive of truth. llence such’
a lesson as we may find in the Kings or
Chronicles, however unspiritual it may seem
at tirst, and however impracuical for a class
of children, ought to be made profitable for
reproof and for instruction in righteousness.
We require to go deep down intv the lesson
and se¢ the spiritual truth taught by God’s
dealings with his people, and we can get
practical lessons for our own guidance.

Many of the Internutivnal lessons seem
often burren and dry as husks ; but if they
are dry as-husks, they only need to be brok-
en, and we tind inside-the Lusks a rich kern-
el of spiritual truth, Now it is the teacher’s
duty to reach that kernel, to break through
that husk, and this as you know réquires ef-
fort, The deeper the spiritual character of
the teacher, the more truth will he see, so
that the whole manner of life rests upon the
lesson, and a spiritually-minded teacher will
bring back rich fruit from. the deep medita-
tion of hie own mind and heart upon the
truths of the lesson. 'We should study the
lessons ourselves with a view to the wants of

7
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our own clags, and wae should find applica-
tions which could not be got from any lesson
help. One great secrot of gond teaching is to
have the lesson well in hand and to under-
stand the whole bearings. Sime tenchers
drive along like 2 man in o mist not knowin
whether they are tending, whereas we ghoul
have the wiole pis-aye ug our lingers’ end, a
result that can be accomphshed only by deep
meditation and etudy. .

(2) After we have carefully thought the
less n over, we ghould use overy aid we can

got.Somepeople depreciate the use of theSab-
" bathsschaol lesson hook. their plen being that
the teacher will not study the pissnge itself.
There may bs probably & geod: deal of cvuth
in what is said, aund yet it may with equal
truth be stated in reply,—that the average
teacher, after studying thoroughly a good
commentary such as is found in most Sab.
bath-school lesson books, will know far more
about the lesson than he could po:sibly
have learned from his own study however
prolonged. Aund even the .most highly-

ifted teacher has a vast amount to learn.
fb can only be aspecies of conceit, I fancy,
that would prevent any one from making
use of a good Sunday-school lesson help.
Sunday-school teachers are usnally average
sort of people, and they require, and, if they
are sensible, they wish to learn the best that
has been written on the lesson. Generations
have been a work on the Scriptures seeking
to make them yieid up their inmost maean-
ing. We have entered into the labours of
the great scholara and)spiritually-minded ex
%ositors who have toiled in the past, and

ible study in our age should be further-ad
vanced than ever before.  Consequently
teachers who use a geod Sabbath-school les-
son-hook should be vetter equipped for their
work as far ag iote ‘pretation of the passagn
is concerned.

Bat a danger accompanies the use of thesa

helps, and one difterert from that n:evionsly
referred to. The human race—pace Henry
yeorge—is lazy, ansl the teacher will often
shitk his work.  He has a staff to help him
to walk, and instead of exercising his own
legs he wants to use it asa crutch. The
necessity for study has not gone, now that
lesson helps have come in.  The counscien-
tious teacher will study the lesson with the
help, and know it thoroughly, remembering
that <nly in this way will he be able to
handle it, and presentit to his classin an in
teresting and profitable manner.

Sowe teachers bring their books iuto the
class and read from it to the scholars, This
evil i3 twofold. (1) Whenever the teacher
takes his eyes off his class he loses their at-
tention, and they lose respect for his texch-
ing capacity. (2) He will give them merely

snatches from the lesson instead of the great
truths taught therein as a whole. " Henco
we get this precept : studythe lesson thorough-
Iy and leave the book at home.

(3) We should study in order to find
pertinent questions.  The wmethod of ques-
tioning has several advantages ; (a) It keeps
the scholar attentive. (b) ‘I;t draws out bet-
ter what is in the lesson. (¢) It makes the
scholar prepare before he comes,

Iz is a very trite sa\ving that education is
the drawiug out of what is in a scholar, and
yet this fact ueeds repeating. A little judi-
cinus (uestioning w.dl wake the mesaing
quite plain, and the teacher can lead the
pupt! from question to question, making the
answer evid¢ut to him ; und on each oceasion
ug the proper answer comes the scholar gets
more,confidence. 'The scholar takes pride in
his snccess, has more interest in.the lesson
and hence remembers it better.

A great deal of carve should be spent on
the preparation of questions.  ‘I'hose which
can e answered by yes and 2o do mot
amount to much., e. g The question:
“lowmmy, did Cuin kill Abel ¢” may bring
out a langnid, No. *“Whit do you say
Johuny ¥ Yes is sure to come. This kind of
questioning does not produce any result.
It certainly brings out something. a tiresome
monosyllable, but it does uot come from far;
not much further than the lips. [ expecta
psychologist wonld call it an instance of re-
flex action. . )

Proper questioning should gn to thé. root
of the mtter. It should open up new traing
of thought for the young mind, or should.
fagten the truth deep in the pupil’s heart.
Thus wa get another rule; See what the
truths of the lesson are and put them in ques-
tionform. This requires hard work, but.the
resu:t will pay.

(4). Another very important point is the
wse of llustration. How the drooping head
suddenly starts  up if the teacher says,
“Now for a gtory” ; especially if it be added,
¢und this is a true one’ !

In yrelding to this demand of the child-
nature we are obeying a priaciple deeply im-
bedded in the humsan heart. We like to see
how othera conduct themselves in the drama
of life.  We sympathize with them because
they have heart and soul and'flesh and blood
like gurselves, and this svinpathy.is increased
when we learn that the actois ave realand
that the incidents of the story happened
genuine boys and girls, youth and maidens,
wen aud women. This is one great reason
why we should nse illustrations.

A second hardly less powerful is, because
the young mind is able to receive concrete
facts much more easily thar nbstract trath,

Body forth the skelelon ! your abstract
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truth with the flesh and blood of actual fact,
and the child will be much more attractel
by the living and breathing form than hy
the bare skeleton. It is the old truth, ¢Bx-
ample is better than precept.”

ow, illustrations ave not to be appendad
as tails to a kite. Some teachers go through
the lesson ina dry sort of way, and at the
end comes o series of heterogencous stories
that have no connection with the lesson or
one anuther. A proper illustration should
seem to evolve itself out of the lesson, and
have intimate and obvious relaticus thereto.
It ought not to fit in as well in one place as
in another, but it shoull serve to rivet home
some of the leading truths taught.

Auother point in a good illustration. There
should be no need f explunation to bring
out the moral. The moral should be as plain
as the story ; and here it wmay he meptioned
that the truth shoull come first and the
story second,i n order to enforce the iruth.

This need of using illustration is another
proof that we require nmuch undeistanding
and study to prepare the lesson well. A
good-Sabbath-School lesson book should have
illustrations :uitable for the lesson of the
day, but these are not often as telling as
those which the teacher discovers for him-
self, from his own 1eading, observatiuns or
expetience, or from the everydav life of the
- pupil. ""The teacher will throw his soul and

ener?y ity them.” . )

Make the lesson as attractivé as possible
to.the children, remembering that the Sab
 batli-oghool Tias as its- objectmot instruction
mergly, but such instruction as will have dn
influence on the life and charvacter of the
scholars, You &hould have the class,wheth-
er of boys or girls, feel that religion is meant
for them,. You want to impress upon them
that Clivistianity is a hfe, and uniess their
religion changes their conduct it is vain.
Some children are apt to assnciate religion
with pious talk, and this is repelient to
them. Teach them that Christianity bids
for their youth to bu consecrated to God’s
service, that as they stiive from day to,day
to follow Chnst's example, and ask God’s
help to enable them to do so, they will
grow. This growth which began ir child-
hood shall c¢ntinueg, strengthened by the |
new truths-that come to us with increase of
years, and ar last we shall find that the
whole web of our life is woven with differer-t
and beautiful colors, tuths for youth, for
middie age, and advanced years, and yet the
sevenfold radiance of all blends together to
make-the one colour of God’s love. -

There is not agreater drudge in the world,

‘|-go Advance.

than he that.is under the power of reigning
| covetousness.

-

THE ESSENTIALS OI' A SERMON.

I want to find four things in o sermon—
intellectual vigour, strongth of truth and
ethical and spiritual helpfulness. I want to
find intellectual vigour, for without this the
sermon fails to command respeet. I want to
find warmth and fecling, for withoust this it
has little interest. I want to find freshvess
of truth, or truth put in fresh ways, for
without this its impressiveness is slight, I
want to find helpfulness for the higher life.
for without this itis not a sermon. Good
sermons possess these excel encies in various
degrees., The great sermons of great preach-
ers have great intellectual elements, but they
are liable to luck in warmth of feeling. The
sermons of populur preachers are liable to
lack in iutel?ectual elements but for me they
have an excess of the emotignal.  Sermons
of evangelists are aimed at ethical and spiri-
wal helpfulness, but they fuil usually to be

roperly sup}f)orted by intellectual \weight.
The sermon of the greatintellect is the great
gon, but without o proper charge of powder.
Thesermon of-a great-heart is u gun with o
supply of powder altogether too great The
sermon of the evangelist is well aimed, but
the gun itself is too small, and the bell it
carries not fitted f r the long range.  The
sermon of the perfect preacher is the perfect
cannon, in which gun, powderand :hot, of
intellect an? of heart, are all properly ad-
s & .
justed to euch ovher.—d4 Clergyman, Chica-

FAITH IN THE FAMILY,

One of the most intelligent woman, the
mother of a large family of children, was
eminently a woman of faith She never
hesrd the tramping of her boy’s feet in the
house, or listened to their noisy shouting in
their play, or watched their unconscious
slumbers, without an inward. earnest prayer
to God for w.sdom to train them. She
mingled prayer with council aud restraint ;
and the counsel was the wiser and the re-
s raint was the stronger for this alliance of
the human and divire elements in he: in-
strpction and discipline.  And at length,
when her children had become men and wo-
men, accustomed to the hard strife of the
world, her name was the /learest name thev
cou'd speak ; and she who had “fed their
bedies from her own upirit's life,” who had
taught their feet to walk, and therr tongue
to speak aund pray, and illuminated their con-
sciences with the great light of righteous-
ness and duty, held their reverence aud love,
increased a thousandfold by the remembrance
of an early education that had its inspiration
in the faivh of God, and its fruit in the noble
lives of upright men aud women.
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THE LORD OUR SHEPHERD.
4 SERMON.

BY REV, JOUN MACNEILL.—Psalm xxiii.

On Wednesday ovening, dear friends, we
sought to prep e ourselves for the Commun-
jon by sitting down at the Master's feet—at
the feot of our risen Lord, and listening to
His own word, as He said to us, His dis-
ciples of to day, the word that He spoke to
His disciples on that morning, beside the
Lake of Galilee, #*C me and dine.” I feel
that in tuking up this sweet epiritual, pas-
toral Psalm this morning, we are keeping
ouraclves in line with whatever the Holy
Spirit brought to us-then, and whatever He
may have brought to ua sinve,of what is help-
ful for a Comujuni m Sibbath in the medita-
tions of our hearts withiv ne. I ghall try to
be bricf, and wet to the Tuble as guickly as
possible, for that is the ceutre of "attraction
to:day. We loug to be there, fo cease from
man, and to have once wmore in our hands
thase precious meworinls of tho deuth of the
Great Shepherd of the she-p  What shall
we sny more abuut this Psalin than has been
said already ?  The finest-miuded saints who
have ever lived since it was written have ex-
hausted themselves 1 describing its beauties,
All ave agreed that this beauty 18 of a quiet,
tender, spiritunl type.  May we entor into
its beauty to-duy !

#Oh, may my heart in tune be fonnd,
Like David’s harp of solemn souna.”

Sametimes the preacher’s vaice has to be
rough, strong, keen, and somewhat cutting.
He hes to ery aloud and spare not: to lift
up his voico hike o tiumpet, and to show
God’s people their transgressivng and sius,
and warn then, that they be not partukers
of coming judgmouts, Bat on an occasion
liko this, aud with a Psalm like this, we
could wish that we had the tongues of men
and of angels. May our whole soul, may
our very voice, to-day, hke the dyer’s hand,
Do subdwed to what it works in ! May the
Spivic Himsuli breathe the sweet gracious
Panlm into your heart and mind. -

Tho prevailing note that throbe through
it all is the Lord's presence with us. There
aro just two words on which the changes are
rung, “I" and “Thou"—'“He" and ‘Me”.
Martin Luther raid that the most of experi-
mental religion lay in the pronouus—the po-
aessive pronouuns and the pursimal enes. Cer-
tainly that remark is iliustratel by this
Psalm,+ which he again called ‘& little
Bible.” Iand Thou, He and Me. “The
Lord is my Shepherd IHe leadeth me. 1
will fear no evil, for Z%on art with me”
And just because it is of that quiet kind,

just because it is a stream: which, like the
waters of Siloah, go softly, the Psalm, I
might say, isa test and a touchstone of
spiritnality—of true spiritual experience. I
do not think chat Mr. Talkative would like
this Panlm. It is 100 quiet.  Aund 1 do not
think that your argumentative, very logical
Christian gets a great deal of marrow and
fatness out of this Psalm. I amn reminded
of whut McCheyne snid about the Song of
Solomon, and I would apply it to this Psalm.
He said that the Song of Solomon is such a
touchvtone because the man who is 1ather
logical in his turn of mind, whose religion is
in his head rather than his heart, would not
get much goed out of it ; so I would say that
he would not get mmnch good out of this
Psalm,

These is logic in it, thete is argument in
it ; but it is not great and solid nd twassive.
There are little links, little argumentative
links, which, like houks of steel, hind the
theme into a-uuity. There is that ; but not
broadly aud strorgly and massively, like the
piers and spans, shall I say, of the rising
Foith Bridge. Then, again, for those who
are very fond of the imaginative —the soar-
ing and the fanciful, there is not much here,
There is imaginztion in it, but it is very
quiet. very eimple. 1t is a very quiet sing-
ing bird, aud there are those who are not
spiritual at all, who will find far grander
flights of imagination in this same Psalm
bovk. There is nothing in literature, for ex-
ample, for & description of a thunderstorm
better than David's great Psalin on that sub-
ject, when he describes the vending heavens,
and the forests being laid bare, and the
Lord’s voice upon the wa‘ers, and the God
of Glory thundering. Ilere allis very quiet;
very subdued. It is the song, very likely,
of an age? man, who hud been a ‘.epherd,
&nd a courtier, and a king. He had c¢mne
through great trials,and in hisold age is mus-
ing much over all these things,and singing to
himself this sweet and heavenly melouy. It
begins, ‘“T'he Lord is my Shepherd ;” and it
ends, *‘I shall dwell in His fold for ever.”
Ah! to day, at the Lurd’s Table, especially
do we enjoy it all the more for its sweet,
profound simplicity. It is s Psalm of which
as you read, you say to yowse'f, *“I might
nave written that myself : ‘‘that is the touch

-of geniug in it. ‘I might have said that my-

self. Why could not'I have said it : *The
Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want ; He
makes me to lic down ic green pastures. He
leads me beside the still waters’?” I am
swe we all agree with what Henry Ward
Beecher has said most beautifully about this
exquisite little Psalm. I cannot give the
exact words ; but here is the substance.
“Blessed be the day,” he says, “when this .



THE MARITIME

”

PRESBYTERIAN, .

27

Psalm was born. It is the opening of a
man’s heart, only, as it were, for n moment,
aud yet between the opening and the shut.
ting there has gushed out a spiritual melody
that has'throbbed in the very aiv ever since.”
I could spend our whole time in simply
quoting versions and appreciative criticisins
of this Psalm.

T think it was Beecher who szid tha} this
Psulm is among pralms what the nightingale
is among birds, Tt is a emall bird, he suys,
and of homely plumage ; but with what
throbbing melody he pours out his notes!
and he goes on to describe what it has dene
ever since it was penned : how it has soothed
the sorrowful, cheered the lonely, dried the
ayes of mourners, comforted those who were
dyinfy; and counsoled those who were left be-
hind.  And then he says, that its work is
not done. It wes at first full of quiet, but
intense spirituai power, like the heaving of
a silent cea, and it is full of it as ever it was.
Itwill go on singing to your children and
my children, and will not feld its wings and
ceaso until the last pilgrim has reached the
Father’s house, to dwell there for evermore,

Then, he says, it will fold its wings and
fly away back to the God who. gave it, to
mingle its song with the mighty anthems
which for ever shall circle round the throne.
Oh that we might begin where it begins, and
end where it ends! It is a short Psalm. If
[ may say so, itis a little step-ladder, but a
little step-ladder will suffice to lift a man
fiom the pavement up to the shining street-
lamp. So may it 'be with this little Psaim ;
although 1t has only six verses, it is always
long enough ta stvetch fromn the gloom and
the darkness of this present evil world to
the breakings of the brightness which shall
shive more wnd more till the per-
fect day. As1 bave said, the note that
throbs  a'l theiugh this nightirgale Psalm
is that exquisitely mel dious spiritual note—
“God is with me, and I am with Him ;” so
simple, so profound—so simple, that the
smallest chif { here can, in- a measure, un-
derstand 1f,-—s0 prefiund, that to all eter-
nity we shall never have.done wondering at
it, and admiring its beauty.

“God is with e, and X am with Him.”
“Rise, my soul, adore and wonder,

Wkhy, O Lord, such love tome?

Grace has put me in the number

Of the Saviour’s family. .
Hallelujah! Thaoks, eteinalthunks, toThee.”

““The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not
want.” Letus begin with confidence, dear
friends, especially as we are gathered round
the Communion Table this morning. Itisa
plain propusition, as logical as logical can he,
and therefore most helpful and encoutaging
to us in spiritnal things ; for, oh, we are apt

hY

to think that the ordinsry rules of logic that
agply to ordinary themes, and the treatment
of them, do not quite apply in spiritusl
things and in gpiritual experieaces, They do.

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not
want.” There is to be no argument then.
Says the writer of this Psalm, "I am not go-
ing to exnmine foundations. I e not go-
ing into.doctrine. Iaw not going into his.”
tory. T am simply to muse, and to treat of
my owa experieuce, and as 1 muse, the fire
burns, and out comes this ruddy glow of
simple ussurance, ‘I'he Lord is my Shepherd,
I shall not want,”’ Say it in your hoart.
Begin with it. Look round about upon all
that would ceuse trouble and distrese, and
louk up then to the Great Shepherd, ; ““The
L rd i my Shepherd, 1 shall not want.”
How these two things go’together, and, alas!
alus ! bow often we separate them. I was
at o marriage here during the week. TDown
there the two knelt, and they made their
covenant, and I sealed it with a life lon
seal, with the words, ‘“Whom God has jeine
together let no man put as assunder.” So
hﬁ\'e we couo to Christ, if we have come at
all.

We have made our covenant with Him.
Both sides of it ure expressed in this very
opening line : “The Lord is my Shepherd,
I'shall not want,” And yet how often what
God hath joined, our unbelief violently di-
vorces, With the one breath we say, *‘The
Lord is my Shepherd,” with the other
breath, there are a thousand disquietudes,
and fears, and alarmns, and perplexities, -and
murinurings. 1t is not easy to.say the simp.
lest of <3od’s words, On the surface they
seem to be only lJike other words. But how
round and full, how vast and wide they are
when we enter into them.  “TheLord is my
Shepherd, 1 shall not want.” Thatis a fact.
If the first be a fact, so is the second. Then
bid *‘good-bye” to fear and care, O soul of
mine, if thou canst say like the P:almist,
“T'he Lord is my Shepherd.” Be gouc, dull
care. I prithee, begoue from me, for “The
Lord ismy Shepherd,Ishall not want.” These
two things go together. I shall' want for no-
thing—fov the body, for time, for eternity,
for thelife that now i«,or for that which is te
come. Ve shall want for nothing asregards
ourselves, as regards our businesy, or as re-
gards our children. Allis included within
the sweep and grasp of the heavenly cove-
nant. What a good shepherd is to his
sheep, that surely, aud more, the heavenly
Shepherd will be to us.  “The Kinyg of Love
my Shepherd is.” It was well for David to
sing a Psalm through this metaphor, for he
knew what shepherding ywas ; he knew the
faithfulress which it needed ; he knew the
perils which it brought a man into. He
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knew the temptation to become a hireling,
and save his own skin and sccure his «wn
comfort, by lenving the sheep to the present
danger. But just because he kuew o well
what » tax shepherding puts on body and
. heart and b.ain, therefore he is eutitled to
say, ““The Lord is iny Shepherd ; and if 1
rigked my lif-, as T did—for I Lkave wrestled
with the lion und the bear to save the help.
lIess lumb of my flock-—=how much more wiil
He, the Lot Jehavah, extend to me His
power and fuithfuless ! *The Lond is my
Shepherd, Isl allvot want.' No, 1 shall
not I Hereisx your bunk. It will never
fuil. Thereis a vast deal more of ready
money in there than the poor saints have
ever yet taken ont of it ‘There is a vast
denl more of present help in perplexity than
- troubled and perplexed s ints huve ever tak
enout of it. ‘Phere is everything that we
need in that God who has revealed Himself
to us indubitably, in these last days, in the
person of His Sun, who has expressly said 1o
uy, “Lum the Goud Shopherd ; I give my
life for the sheep ”  He hus done the deed,
and this mornmg we ave celebrating the
memor.al thercof, Come uear Him, mun.
Come near Him, womau. Gather round
about this-great GGuod Shepherd. Lay hold,
at any ra‘e, o1 the skirts of Iis garments;
and, us you cling to them, get sume sense
and feeling of the mighty shoulders from
which those g 1ments depena.

1 onee suid in thns snme church to. a ser:
vant girl who had got into a geed family,
““Are you happy where you are?”  3he had
got what fur a servant was 4 good situation,
and I shall not forget the quietly confident
way in which with beaming face she euid,
“Oh, yes, sir, I have £22 ¢ jear, anl all

found.” “The Lord is my Shepherd,” and
allis found, *“l shall not want.” ‘Al
found.” That wns evidently wmore to her

than- the small sum total of the actual
pounds, She dwelt upon that, snd said with
emphasis. “and alt found.” -

He maketh me to Jie down in green pas
tures, Helesdeth e beside the still wat-
ers.” How simply, how artlessly this Psalm
is composed  That is what makes it so dif-
ficult t» expound, itis artlessly artful. David
in hisiiperye rs,1s just Lreathiugout hisown
experience. Hasees himself once maore a
shepherd lad back on the billsides of Judwa,
and he hears in his ears the bleating of his
flock. ‘There are few wha keep close to him,
but see yonder wild vne, and this other.
dashing off here, and bre king off therv. All
his shepherd experience comes upon him as
he dotails in the second aund third verses,
“He maketh roe-to lie down in green pas-
tures. Hele-deth me 1 the paths of right-
cousness for His name’s sake.,” How David

' 5o splendidly. He mukes all right.

| here puts all things into the category of the

sovercignty of grace

T am sure there is none of us who who will
feel that his part in grace is being overlook-
ed, becanse David lilts God up so high and
He
maketh me to lie down. The very syntax
helps us. *‘He causeth meto lie down in
greerrjastures, He lendethine beside the
still waters He restueth my soul. He
leadeth me in the paths of rizhteousness for
His name’s sake.” for He is the Shepherd,
and the Shepherd keeps the sheep, not the
sheep the shepherd, as has often been re-
ma ked.

May we enter just now into this gracious
simpheity «f the relutionship that exists be-
tween ug and the Lovd Jesus,the great'Shep-
herd and Bi-hop «f our souls.

“‘Green pastures, still waters,” or, as the
margin hes 1t, *waters of quictness.” The
vision befure David’s mind, no deubt, is a
vision of a sunny day in some quiet place in
Israel-—ouc of the days that instivctively
made him ¢ing—one of the days when he
waa preparving himself to be the sweet psalm:
1st and harper of Israel : just such a day as
you saw tlis past summer, when, perhaps,
this very scene was before your eyes. Out
eame the sheep, and out came the shepherd,
and in a short time they were seatiering
themselves thiough the meadow, or all along
the gentle slopes of the hill, and, as you
lookedd, this scene rege up before your eyes.

“He maketh me to lie down.” He is
secking to do that to-day ; for very often,
like sheep, we ave very restless, and we need
to be made to lie down. We nced to be
urged o come off the wing ; weneed to have
our souls steadied and setiled and brought
torest. To change the figure. He uceds
to say to us, as He suid to the wind and the
agitated sea, ““Peace ! be still !” You need
to say it to your children. The bed is very
soft and downy and white. The resting
time has come, and the child is Jying on the
bed, aud ought to be enjoying it, but the
little thing is so restless that there is some-
thirg more needed. ‘The morher, the father
or the nurse necds to say, ¢ My child, lie
still.”  So dees God. Mayit bea word of
power to our hot and restless hearts to-day.
“Lie still. What is it that aileth thes ¥

*‘He restoreth my soul.” That is hard
work. I think that we are apt to have ro-
mantic notions about shepherds. I do not
know anything about it practically, but I did
once make the acquaintance of a shepherd,
+nd I went with him two or three times,and
I got tosee that it was not so romantic as
poets would make out. Itisa toilsome,un-
romantic business. I had uvo idea that sheep

-caused 50 much trouble until I went with
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him, I remember him smilingly -saying to
me, ‘‘Ob, you people think ours is n very
romautic life, and that the wnole curent of
our life tends somewhat to the making of
poetry. Now” he said, ‘‘do you not see
that 1t is a very prosy business?” And so
it was. I had no idea that there was such
disease among sheen. Lhad no idea that
the shepherd needed to be so much (if you
will allow the term) a veterinary surgeon, I
had no idea whatever of the hurd, rongh—
shall I saydirty—work that a ehepherd bhas
to go through It all camesous, 1 think, in
one line of this Psalm, ‘‘He restoroth my
soul : He leadeth me in the peths of right-
cousness,” Thereis a good deal of doctor-
ing needed. It.isnot at all romantic and
superfine,

A shepherd nced to be a man with a pair
of open eyes-and ears, and ready hands and
strong limbs. He needs to be in it, and all
in it, and always in it. So does our blessed
Moater. He needs to be about and around
us conti.ually, for we are always going
wrong. The sheep is said to be, for its size,
the animal-with the least brain in this ani-
mal creation. And will you allow—aot mey
but God, just because of that, to speak to
us in this type and fignie. Like-a sheep,my
brother, you havea genius for going wrong-—
a geniux for goiny astray. 1 have seen how
easily they will go throngh a gap iuv the
hedge, snd then, when they seens fv be look-
ing for it, in order t, cone b:.ck, they can-
not find 1t. How easily we break out. How
easily we get tangledand toin.  With what
infinite difticulty, as regards vurselves, we
get back, aud ave restered. How thaukful
it ought t» make us that the Lord Jesus
Christ stands'among us not only as a great
Shepherd, butas a great Physician : *‘Jeho-
vah Rophi”’—*1 am the Lord that healeth
thee.” He says, “There 38 no trouble
known to sin-sick men and women that I do
not know, and that I cannot eure.” None!
“He restoveth my soul.” How often the
roaring lion has sprang upon us, and, how
often he might rejoice and say, “Now I have
prevailed. . Now-l haverent them limb from
limb.” But, lo!we do not die. “He re
storeth my.soul.” Not dead yet, oh devil,
but alive and here, notwithstanding all that-
has happened ; here, in this quiet sheepfold,
resting myself among the green pastures and
beside the still waters of His Word and
Sacrament.

“That's a dead 'ur,” said one of the Hos-
pital Staff, as he pointed to one.of the bodies
in the trenches before Sebastapool. ‘‘Oh
no,” said ‘‘the body” ; “I'm worth a great
many dead men yst,” And the “dead ’'un”
is'now known to fame as Lord  Wolséley !

‘‘He:leadeth me-in the paths of righteous-

ness.” A manin Glasgow translated the
Psalins intobroad Scotch, becausge he thought
toat broad Scotch had wounderful afilnities
in its idiom tu simple, old world Hebrew;
and I think he was vight. He said here,
“‘Heleaceth me in richt rodiins.” Thero
are little bits of country road that seem to
leatd nowhere. but the farmer needs them all
and uses them all. 'You tourists, if you
strucle them, would find that they led you
nowhere, but the farmer uses thom, aud the
shepherd uses them, and the dairymaid
kaws all about them for her charge. So
with the Lord Jesus Christ. He leads us by
llttle bits. He does not lay out a whole
champuign of country, and cast us on - the
great highway. No, but He leads us along
this sheep track to day and another to-
morrow. and these tracksnever lose them-
selves iu the moor. TFor He will always
be with us, and it will always be foiund
thas there was a track and a path, and that
it was the right path. Literally transluted,
it is, ‘‘He leadeth me in the straight paths.”
They have an expected end and termiuation
beeause He is Leader and He.is Guide.

“‘Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
for Thou art with me ; Thy rod and Thy
staff they comfort me.” This is a Jamp that
has often been lit on death-beds, and yet,
primarily, it isnot meant as a lamp for a
aying chamber. It is rather meant as a
light for o dark valley—for those troubles
and sudden distresses, or prolonged dis-
teesses, +hat come to God’s pilgr'm follc as
they go up through the .wilderness of this
world. David had before him instances in
his own experionce when he had to lead his
flock through-some gorge, or some deep de-
tile—through some valley filled with gloom
and shadow ; and there, huking in. that cor-
ner, and here, hukiong in the otbes corner,
is the wild beast of prey, resdy to spring,
watching for its chance, but kept back by
the watchful eyes and the sturdy arm of the
shepherd with his rod and with his staff.

“The valley of the shadow of death.”
Sometimes we say, “‘Ob, it is only children
who are afraid of shadows.” And the point
is brought out for our encouragement, that
death has been vauquished by Jesus Christ,
and-that all that-is left is only a shadow.
It is said that only children ave afraid of
shadows. I do pot know, I am not a child,
but I frankly admit that I ao.not like dark-
ness. With all my years, and with all my
height and weight, I am naturally wnervous.
How does that nervousness come ? Netvous-
ness.come ?  Nervousness springs originally,
Isuppose, from sin, and it needs grace to
cure it ; and even the valley of the shadow
is a giuesome place, I do not-know that you
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would care to go from the top to the bottom I

f your house at night, especially if there is
nobody in it but youreelf, without at least
candle or ¢ taper. Try it ; and, unless you
are very brave, I rather think you will ad-
mit that your heart beats. And if there is
a sudden, unusual sound, you feel your hair
almost beginning to rise.  Darkness needs
light, and the vulley of the shadow needs
nothing less than the Divine light. *“Though
I walk through the valley of the shadow.”
What o blessing that the Lord Jesus Christ
understands nervousness—for a great many
folk do not. Bven your bist friends, my
good woman, my dear an, laugh at you for
your nervousness, because you ate so timid,
and beeause you are so shrinking, and be-
cause you a1e 50 easily put about s and they
say, ‘'What is wreng with you? There is
nothing. You are alarmea and frightened
even at your own shadow.” And the com-:
mentators, brave fellows, tell usso sm «rtly,
that the shadew of a sward doesn’t cut ; and
the shadow of a dog won’c bite, Well, no;
but the shadow of a dog means a dog some-
where here, doesn’t it 7 Ah, anyway, what
a Saviour Christ is for nervous people ! Even
among the shadows, He gives us His own
substantial presence. e wantsto alla.
every fear by taking away the very source
of fear, He want® Himself to be with usin
the darkness and the gloom. *‘TChough I
walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, 1 will fear no evil ; for Thou art with
me ;"l‘hy rod and Thy staff they comfort
me.’

Ave youin darkness to-day? Hear this
voice, ‘Pake this rod and Bim that appoint-
ed it. Cowme near to Christ aed listen to
Him : **When thou passeth through the wat-
ors I will be with thee, and through the riv-
ers they shall not overflow thee. When
thou walkest through the fire thou shalt not
be burned, neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee, for I en with thee ;I have re-
deemed thee ; thou art Mine.” What does
that mean ¥ It meanswhat it says. Take it
in. in all its strong, majestic simplicity.
Some of us are a long while in the valley of
the shadow, and we need to work away at
that verse, or at something like it.. Did
you ever hear such an exquisite song in_the
night as the 4th verse? Did you ever hear
asong in the night? Here is one. Oh,
what an exquisite melody it appears, as you
think of David in some time of darkness and
distress and danger! And how darkness
and distress and danger were multipled to
him, let his life show. Just think of him,
in the midst of it all, saying *I will fear no
evil, for Thouart with me.’

I remember having this borne in upon my-
gelf (if you will pardon a personal reminis-

cence) in & way that I have nover forgotten.
Oue night, when I was a lad, lying in my
bed at home, long ago, I awoke, avd it was
dark, and I heard a voice in the night—not
a song, but I heard the voico of my mother
us she lay upon her bed of pain. Sho was
twenty.five years in the vulley of the shad-
ow of death. Her *!light affliction” endured
for a quarter of a century, but 1t was “‘but
for a moment,” sceing that it led to the
“eternal weight of glory.” I shall never
forget how the sound of her voice floated in-
to my dark room and my disquieted heart—
“Yen, though I walk through the valley”—
think of it rising in the air at two "o'clock
on a dark winter morning with the wind
howling avound your house—-**Yen, though
I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death I will fear no evil for Thou art with
me.” Iam saying itin a rough, unmelod-
ious man's voice. I heard it hummed in the
exquisite tone that only a man’s mothef’s
voice can ever have to his own ear. Sing it!
Sing it in the darkness- Siug it now all the
more if the valley seems long. You ave
passin%, through it, remember. *Though I
walk through the valley.” It is a tunnel,
but only a tunnel, and, like all tunnels, it
has a light at both ends, and certainly it
has light at that end to which you are tra-
velling. Most of the railway stations, I no-
tice, are eatered through tunnels. I donot
know why, but it so happens that coming
into must of our London termmi you shoot
through & long, dreary, ghostly, rattling
tunnel, and then there is the terminus, and
your father there, or your wife there on the
platform, and then the embrace and the kiss
and.the hearty welcome. We are going
through the tunnel, and at the end of it is
the terminus, and, please God, we shall soon
be there. Itis a dark and woisome and
spectral, and a little awesome and fearsome
just now. Sing. Sing this Psalm of heart
confidence, and the shadows will become
somewhat luminous with the light that is
abont to reveal itself—the light of heaven,
our eternal home. :

I heard agnin a song in the night. I do
not kaow whether I can faithfully set it
forth to you. Iremember going down one
uight, about twelve v'clock, to the seaside,
and I stood in the shadow of a gloomy wood.
In the front of me for miles stretched the
frith of the sea. Away across yonder werq
the Argyleshire hills, and up above them,
agaip, the gloomy h:avens, with here and
there a star péeping out. It was like the
valley of the shadow of death. The sea was
lapping at my feet, and a-gentle breeze was
blowing over-it, wheu suddenly I heard a
sound. I listened and strained my eat, gnd
that sound-turned out-to be thesound, ‘first
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of all, of oars in the rowlocks—a dull,thump-
ing sound as some fishermen urged their
boat along its way. And still 1 listened,
and what I heard was.the sound of music;
and ss the boat came nearer, there was
borne to me across the waves the sound of
singing.

Those fishermen were Christians, and even
while tugging at the weary oar in the dark
and lonely night they were cheering them-
selves with the soungs ¢f Zion. I have
changed the figure a little from David’s val.
ley of the shadow. I have brought it from
the country down to the sea, but the teach-
ing is the same, That song told upon wme in
a wonderful way. I cannot describe how
that ‘simpie music came into me-—those
voices and that sound of the rowing. How
the singing changed it all. Apart from the
singing, that dull thumping on the rowlocks
would only have told me of hard-toiling men
tugging at the weary oar; but when the
gound of the music came, that dull thump
became a musical beat. and the whole of the
drudgery of their work disappeared. It be-
came the musical beat of that song with
which they helped themselves along in their
toilsome task. We are down here in_the
valley. We are out here upon vhe dark
seas of time and sin ; bvt as I staod upon
the share and listened, so God stands upon
the eternal shore anc. listens. Sing this
Psalm of quiet coufideace. Sing this song
in the darkness and in the night. It will
tell on God, surely, as no other singing -does.
There i3 something peculiarly .plaintive in

.singing that comey across the waters. The
water takes a something out of it, and puts
an exquisite something into it which I can-
not describe, but which we have all felt. So
let us sing amid these seas of time and ¢in.
The very winds will carry our songs Let
us send across to the great God who stands
upon the shore our quiet psaln of hearty
cheer. Let it rise in the darkness, and it
will tell upon God’s ear and tell upou His
heart as®even the mighty hallelujahs round
the throne do not tell. Pull out this vox
humana stop of the great organ, and let God
hear it as we sing to Him this quiet psalm
in the night of trouble and storm and adver-
sity, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with
me : Thy rod and Thy staffthey comfort me.”
‘We shall never be without cause for praise;
not even in the shadowless land.

Our days of praise will ne’er be past,
‘While life and thought and being last,
And immortality endares.”

In this quiet, trustfal confidence, may we
li‘aﬁ tile Lord continning with us at His
‘able

THE INTERPRETATION OF SORROW,

BY J. R MILLER, D. D., IN EVAN.,

There will always be myster:es in sorrow.
Men will always wonder what it means, It
is impossible with our earthly limitations to
understand it. Lven the stiongest Chris-
tinn feith wil! have its questions, and many
of its questions will have to remain unansw-

. ered until the horizon of life is widened and

its light becomes fuller and c’earer in heav-
en. Meauwnhile, however, come of these
questions n.ay be at Jeast partially answer-
ed, and grief’s poignaney in some slight
measure alleviatea. And surely no smallest
gleam of comfort should be withheld from
the world that needs comfort so sorely, and
cries out for it so hungrily.

Human hearts are the same everywhere.
Sorrow’s experiences, while strangely di-
verse, are yet alike in their general features,
Wherever we listen to the suppressed voices
of grief, we hear the same guestions. What
has been answer to one, will therefore be an-
swer to thousands mere. This is_my only
reason for writing these words. Recently,
in one day two leiters came to me from sor-
rowing ones, with guestions, ‘Whether any
comfort was given in the private answers or
not, it may be that the mere stating of the
questions, with a few sentences concerning
each, may be helpful to others who are car-
rying like burdens.

Here is a Christian man whose only son
bas been led away iuto sinful courses,swiftly
descending to the saddest depths., The
story is too painful to be told. In his sore
distress the father, a godly man, a man of
strong faith, and noble wisdom, cries out :
“WW hat is the comfurt even of Christ and the
Bible for me: How can I roll this burden
of mine upen God? There are some things
that even the richest, divinest comfort can-
not do  TFor one thing, it cannot take away
the ain of grief or sorrow. In this case, it
cann -t Jift off the loving father's heart_ the
bwdi n « f disappointment and anguish which.
he experiences in seeing his son swept away
in the currents of temptation. No vossible
comfort can do that, The perfect peace in
which God promises to keep those whose
minds are stayed on Him, is not a painless
peace in any case of suffering. That crush-
ed father cannot expect a comfort which will
make him forget his wandering, sinning
child, or feel no more the poignant anguish
which the boy’s course causes in his heart.
Father-love must be destroyed to make such
comfortipg possible, and that wounld be a
sorer calamity than any sorrow.

The comfort in such a grief, is that which
comes through faith in God even in the sore
pain. The child was given to God in his in-
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fancy, and was brought up as God’s child
along his early years. Who will eay that
hie may not yet bo led back to God? The
duily burden may then daily be laid in the
Divine hands. The heart's anguish may ex-
press itself not in despairing cries, but in
believing prayers, inspired by the promises,
and kindled it fervency by blessed hope.
‘Then peace will come, not painless peace,
but peace which bes en Christ’s bosom in
the darkness, and loves and trusts, and asks
no questions, but waits with hupes expec-
tancy.

There is no doubt that we miss comfort
oft-times insorrow by misunderstanding what
comfort is. 1t comesto us indeed, and we
do not recognize it, because it is not what
we have been looking for ; and so we go un-
cowmforted, with the blessed angel hovering
over i1 all the time. God’s comfort is not
relief from pam, but strength to endurc. 1t
is quictness and confidence am:d strife and
storm. 1t is peace in the heart of trial.

The other letter referred to is from anoth-
er father over whom wave after wave of sor-
row has passed. Within a brief space of
time two childien were taken away. The
one was a son, whohad entered his profes.
sionul earcer and had large hope and prom-
ise for the future—a young man of rare
abilities and many noble qualties. The oth-
er was a daughter, who had reached woman-
hood, and wasa happy and beloved wife,
surrounded by friends and refinements, aund
all that makes life desirzble, Both of these
God took. The father, 2 man of most ten-
der affections. and yet of implicit faith in
God, uttered no murmur when called to
- stand at the graves of his beloved ones jrand
yet his heart cries out for inte: pretation.

He writes: ‘*‘In your volume, ‘Practical
Religion,’ I find these words : ‘*Sometimes
our best beloved are taken away from us,
and our heartsare left bleeding as a vine
bleeds when a green branch is cut from it.

. . . Hereit is that Christian faith
comes in, putting such interpretation and
explanation upon the painful things that we
may be ready to accept them with confid-
ence, even with rejoicing. A strong abid-
ing coafidence that all the trials, sorrows
and losses of our lives are parts of our Fuath-
er’s husbandry, ought to silence every ques-
tion, quict every fear, and give peace and
restful assurauce to our hearts in all their
pain. We cannot kuow the reason_for the
painful strokes, but we know that He who
holds the pruning-kuife is our Father. That
ought always to be enough to know.’ ”

Having quoted these words, he continues :
“Now I do not question the Father’s hus-
bandry. I would nlso ‘silence every ques-
tion’ concerning His wisdom and His love:

I would rot donbt them for a moment.
When I found that my only son, my pride
and staff, must die, I prayed with such
strong crying and tears us only they can
know who are in like circumstances, yet
feeling that T could give back to God what
He had lent me, without a murmur, By
His help, I believe even the slightest mur-
mur has been repressed concermng the pain-
ful things, and that in some measure I have
been ready to accept them with ,confidence,
even with rejoicing,  But my faith has net
come in, as you suggest, to put ‘such inter-
pretation amd explanation’ upon them as
perhaps I vught,  Why has Gud thus dealt
with me? \Why was a double stroke neces-
sary ? Is His dealing with me purely dis-
ciplivary 2 What are the lessons He ' would
‘teach me? How am I to test myself as to
whether His purpose in afilicting me has
been accomplished? Or am I not anxiously
to inquire concerning the specific lessons, but
let Him show in due time what He design-
ed? Such questions multip'y without ans.
wer.”

. Has not this writer in his own last sug-
gestion stated whatshould be done by those
who arc perplexed with questions as to the
interpretation of sorrow ? They should not
anxiously inquire concerning the specific
lessons, but let God show in due time what
He designed. No doubt every sorrow has a
mission. It comes to us as God’s messenger
with a message. If we will welcome it re.
verently and be still, while it gives its mes- .
sage, no doubt we shall always receive some
benediction.

Yet we must look at this whole matter
wisely. We must not suppuse that the
primary reason for the taking away of our
loved ones is to teach us some lesson. They
are called away because their work on earth
is d~ne, and higher service in other spheres
awaits them. To them death is gain, pro-
motion, translation. The event itse'f, in its
primary significance, is 2 joyous and blessed
one. Only incilentally is it sorrowful. We
need to keep this fact in mind in onr ques-
tioning. We exaggerate our own importance
and talk sometimes as if God took away our
friends just to chusten us, forgetting that
He did it for their suke. No doubt it is the
will of God that we should prodt by the
pain and loss we experience in the removal
of our friends from us ; but this is only sec-
ondary and incidental in His design. :

Of lessons to be learned in sorrow the first
is always submission. We are tokl even of
our Lord, that He “learned obedience in the
things that He suffered.” This is life’s
great, all-inclusive lesson. When we have
learned this fully, perfectly, the work of
sanctification I= complete in us, Then anoth-
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er lesson in all sorrow is  the softening and
enriching of the lifo in order to greater per-
sonal helpfulness. Christ suffered in all
-points that He might be fitted for His work
of helping and saving men. God teaches us
in our pain what He would have us teil
others in their time of trial. -

Beyond these two wide, general lessons of
all sorrow, it ixnot usually wise to press our
question, “*Why is it %’ 1t is better for us
50 to relate ourselves to God in every time
of trial that we may not hinder the coming
to us of any blessing He may send: but en
the other haml, may receive with quiet,
sweet welcome whatever teaching, or carrec-
tion, or revealings, or purifying, or quicken-
ing, God would give us. Surely this is bet-
ter far than that we should anxiously inquire
why God afflicts us? Why Jle sent the
sorrow tous? Just what He wants it to do
for us, orin us? e must trast God to
work ont in us what He wants the grief to
do for us. We need nat trouble ourselves
to know what He is doinz. Mercifully our
old duties come again after sorrow just as
before, and we must take these all up, only
putting into them more heart, more rever-
ence toward God, more gentleness and love
toward man. Aswegoon we shall know
what God mean: the grief to do for us; or
if not in this world, we shall know in that
home ot light, where all mystery shall be
explained, and where we shall sce love's les-
son plain and clear in all life's strange  writ
ing.

CHRISTIAN COURTESY.
RY ROBERT J. BURDETTE.

The origin of the following paper was in
this wise. Au “Inquirer” senta letter to
the Editor of the Sunday School 7'mes asking
for a few points on Church etiquette. The
Liditar passed the letter aver to *‘Bob” Bar-
dette, the “funuy man” who always hss his
“fun” for a high n:.oral end, and tne follow-
ing is bis reply as given in the Jimes.-- Tp.

¢ Inguirer” knocked at the right door for
instruction.  The Sunday Scheoi Tiwea
Bureau of Informatien is the fountuin-hend
Zor encyclopedical knowledge.  The Editor
answers all the hard questions himself, aunt
the easy ¢nes are turned over to the wander-
deacon who happens along just as the ques-
tion box is opened and the birds begin to
sing.

How shall we behave curselves in church ?
Oh, well! it dcpends somewhat on the
church we attend. Each has his own rules,
cavefully codified, for the guidance of the
wmembers in their attitude toward cach other
. q toward strangers who may seek to wor-

ship with them  These rules are hung up
in the pews, on the walls of the church, on
the front of the pulpit, over the choir, every-
whare, in plain sight. They are not printed
on cardboard, but arc made ‘plain upsn
tables, that be may run that readeth it;”
and that is just what he wauts to do some-
times. The regular occupants of the pows,
by manner, by expression of countenance, by
significant gesiure and action, translate these
unwritten rules so clearly that every man
may hear them speak in his own language,
and *‘the wayfaring men, though fo.ls need
not crr therein.”

The next time your jnurney leaves you
stranded in the great and delightful city of
New Chi-orkadelphia on the Sabbath day,
if you should «o to the Church of Ssint In-
aolence,—I can recommend it as having the
slowest singang and the so.test pew cushions,
with a preacher to mateh, m the ¢ ty.—von
will see the following **Suggestions t» Wor-
shipers’:”

“Fall or slide iuto the end of the pew
nearest the aisle.

“Stay there.

““Do ot sitevect, but lep  Rest one (Ihow
on the arm of y owr pew, and »vpport the side
of the face with the ontspread hand. If the
cheek can be pushed up in folds and wrinkles,
sp as to whelly or partially -lose one eye, all
intelligent expression will be destroyed, and
the atiitude of utter and disrespedtful lazi-
nesg will be heightened by the charm of ac-
quired imbecility or natural stupidity.

“Do not rise dnring the singing of the
hymns. . The fact that-you played tunnis or
base-Lall all Saturday afternoon, or walked
four or five wmiles around a billiard-table Sat-
urday night, entitles you to a little rest Sun-
day worhing. This is ‘the day of rest, and
you are no Sabbath-breuler.

‘“Iake advantage of the long prayer, when
other peuple should have their eyes closed
and their heaas bowed, 10 adjust yourself
into a pesition of limp and lounging listless-
ness that you can eundute comfortably
threngh the sermen.

“Extend your legs as far under the pew in
frant of you as yeu con muke them reach
without sliding off your seat.

“Gracefully and politely cover your mouth
with your band while jawning during the ,
sermen,  If the minister is leoking at you,
cover the the mouth with both hands, and,
at. the close of the yawn, bring your jaws to-’
gether with a cheerful snap. -

“It is o _mark of the highest culture and
best breeding in refined society, to look at
your watch frequently during the service.
After lovking at your watch, always turn
your head and gaze longingly and earnestly
toward the door.



282

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

“Do not move if a stranger, accompanied
by hiy wife and daughter, attempts to enter
your‘pew. Permit themn to climb over your
legs, no matter how much it may annuy you.
This is the Lord’s house, and all hia children
are welcome. Itis not Christian, and it may
even be questioned it it is really polite, to
put your knees up against the back of the
pew when a family of strangers attempt to
enter. 1t is practiced in some churches, but
we have never openly encouragea it heve.

“Do not annwy strangers who may enter
the church by lwooking at them, or even
glauncing in their divection. Nothing is m re
embarrassing to a sensitive person th.a to
find himself an object of attentier, under the
eyes of strangers in a strange place.  If he
really wants n seat, he will find «ne without
the obtrusive interference of other people.
Some of the ublese scholurs iv our denvmina-
tion believe the employmnent of ushers to be
a relic of prganism and a legacy of Roman-
o, i, ndeed, they are not the Scarlet
Woman himself.

“*At the close of service remark aloud, but
to yourself that you are hungry as a shark,
and set off for home at a brisk tros.  The
house of the Lord is no place for idle chatter
and woridly ygossip with strangers.”

Possibly, however, your denonunaticnal
preference will lead ysu to wor:hip in the
imposing edifice of the Church of S. iut Dives
of Giltedge. I have gone to that church cc.
casionally on hot Sundaysin July, when I
was fearful of sunstroke and couldn t »fford
to put ice on my head. The sucgestions
here ave far more scriptural in form, and are
so uplifting that the uidivmy man is so
buoyed up that he finds it almost impossible
to siv down.

“The carth is the Lord's, for he made it;
}mc his pew is mine, for I pay S700 a2 year
or it.

¢How hardly shall they that trust in pov-
erty get a sitting on the centre aisle ¢

“Tho pror ye have always with you, but
you can get away from them a httie while
on Sunday. !

“He that keepeth his pew keepeth his life.

¢As a bird that wandereth frmn her nect,
50 is a stranger who wandercth into a church
without au jnvitation.

“Give me neither poverty nor poverty.

“The rich and the poor meet together,
but not on the same day.

¢ ‘Bat as for the migt.cy man, he had the
earth’ (Job 22: §).

“Blessed is the man chat considereth the
poor a nuisance.

«If thou hast nothing to pay, why shoutd
ke not stand thee up iu the vestibule ?

«It is a cold day ?or the stranger.

“He that giveth his seat to a stranger, of

a surety he shall smart for it.

“If thou hast stricken thy hand witha
stranger, thou art snared with the words of
thy mouth.”

Or it may be that you will be led into the
Church of Saint Greedy Owaself, whence
you will probably ran before you get through
reanding the tablet.

“‘Come early, and secure your own pew
before anybody else can get into it.

“Count your hymn books carefully, the
first thing,.

*“I1 one is missing,—the old one with the
backs torn off, crane you neck in various
;lilec\iuns, . king into the neighburing pews

orit, |

“If you rsunot find it, take the hest one
within reacl, in p'ace of .it. This is a Chris-
tian duty. Paul sayg, if any provide not for
his own, hc¢ is worse than an intidet.”

“Hold one hymn bouk in your hand, and
sit on the others until the rest of your family
arrive, Look picus all thetime. If you :ee any
one losking around for a hymn-book, bow
your head upon the back of the pew in meédi-
tution, and they wou'v disturb you. Besides
it is a proper attitude, and that is what you
are here for.

““When your family is supplied, if there is
one book -over, hide it umder the cuslion.
If you lend it you may never see it again.

“Leave stiict orders with the sexton to
seat no o..e in your pew, as youn inay bring
friends to charch with you. (He knows you
haven't a f iend in the world you would
share anything with, but never mind.)

“If you find a stranger in your pew, stare
at him until he walks out. 1f he won’t walk
out, sit down and make ic pleasaut for him.
Crowd him iuto the coiner.  Push all the
Bibles and nymn-books-inte the other end of
the pew. Turn your back on him when you
rise to sing, and sing loud out of your own
book, holdins it so that he can’t see.  If he
is one of these prayer-meeting Christians
who kuow the hymu.beoks by heart, when
he begins to smg, do you stop singing and
look at him, very much asa cat might luok
ab a robin.

+If the stranger shonld come in late, and
ask you for the number of the hymn, or for
the text. look vut of the windaw. Or, 1f you
desire to be elaborately but chilling'y pulite,
say *I duono.” If, after serviee, he ventures
to say that he enjoyed the sermon, say ‘Huh?
and hurry away. He may want to borrow
money uf you.

“Should the pastor ask you who were the
straongers in your pew, say you don’t know
and you don’t care, but you hope they’ll sit
somewhere elseif ever they come again. Say
this so the strangers will hear it. Then they
will wouder how on earth you can get such
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fine clothes on over your bristles without
tearing them to pieces.

*If a woman with a child gets into your
pew, glare at the child every time the little
one moves. When you speak of it to your
neighbor, a man whom you really love,~has
2 night-latch on his pew-door,—call the
child a brat. Smile plea:antly when you
hear the sexton trying to coax your dog out
of the church. That dog is too cute for any-
thing. Might let him stay in; he wouldn’t
bother anybody.”

And, again, it may be that by some mis-
take you stumble into the Church of the
Samaritans. You have no dealings with
these fellows, and you would back out as
[001 as you sfe where you are going; but the
Smaritans are wide awake, with some very
informal nutions about chureh etiquette. The
sexton, standing on the porch, sees youare
a stranger, and the minute you pause he-i-
tatingly in front of the church you are his.
He hypnatizes you with a cheerful look and
a beckoning-hand, and passes you on through
the wide open door almost before you know
it.  Anold deacon in the vestibule has you
by the hand at once, and introduces you to
*“‘our church clerk”, as he reaches your part
of the introduction, I don’t exactly know
your name,”—as though he used to know it
like a baok, and has a pretty good inkling of
it now, but can’t quite place you. An usher
at each dooris ready for you,—thereis a
periect picket line of sexton and deacons and
ushers along the front of the Church of the
Samaritans; nor to keep peop'e out, but to
bring them 1n ; it isn’t a fort, it’s a hospital ;
it’s a man-trap, baited with Christian cour
tesy, and the man who is caught there never
tries to get away.  The older you are, the
better seat -you get : if you just Lint to the
young fellow who is leading you forward
that your hearing is a little “near sighted,”
he'll get you the hest seat in the house, if he
has to ask a resident Samaritan to give it up
to you. . You get comiortably seated, and
somedody pushes a hassock toward you ; a
child froin the next pew bands you a hymn-
book ; an old lady puts a Bible into your
hands. The minister looks at you as though
he had =een you before and was glad to see
you again.

Before you get fairly out.of the pew, after
service, somebody has you by the hand, tell-
ing you he is glad to see you there, the pas
tor is asking you to comne agaln, the usher is
telling you the bour of cvening service, the
superintendent is givint you an Invitation to
stay to Sunday-school, and when, a little
ashamed of tae way you felt, when you tried
to back out, you.say rather meckly, that you
are & mewber of the Church of  Jerusalem
yourself, they say reassuringly, ‘‘Oh, that’s

all right ! thereisn’t much differencs between
the Samaritans and the Church of Jerusalem
nov ; lots of your penple drop in and see us
on their way to Jericho ;” - the deacon tells
you ““he got the best wife in the world out
of the Church of Jerusalem ;” and so yuu
have a good time, and go away with such a
glow at your heart that if it wasn’t Sunday,
and in town, veu’d take off your coat.

You see, it is just here : the Samaritans
feel at home in their church, and consequent-
ly they know just how to make strangers
feel at home there. It is their Father’s house,
and they conduct themselves there as easily,
cordially, naturally as childien at home. A
church of that sort has a homelike at-
mosphere the visitor recognizes and enjoys.
Ary guest can tell the family living-room
from the ‘‘spare-ro-m” with his eyes shat.
The trouble with.seme of our churches is
that the members frequent them so seldom
they have a cat-in-a-strange.garretty feeling
themselves when they do go, and are con-
sequently awkward and constrained in their
effurts to make the s ranger feel welcome,—
very much as I should probably acr if, being
a chance visitor at the palace, I should at-
tempt to receive Queen Victoria™s guests in
the drawing-room, while she finished her
luncheon of bread and honey in the kitchen.

Get acquainted in your own church ; feel
at home there yourself : get futo the habit of
frequenting the heuse during the week ; and
on Sunday attend both services and the Sun-
day-school, see how easily the *workers” of
the kive and the little people receive and
entertain guests,—and you will soon find
vourself as cordinl and warm hearted asthose
fellows over in the Chwich of the Samari-
tans, and won’t ask for n letier of introduc-
tion and countersigned credentials before
passing a hymn hook to a stravger.  And re-
member always the injunction of Peter,” an
aportle of Jesus Christ,” wwriting “‘to the
strangers scattered throughout Pentus, Gal-
atia, Cappaduca, Asia, snd Bithynia,”—
“Finally, be ye all of one mind, having
compsssion one of another, love as brethren,
be piriful. be conrtenus.”

Bryn Mawr, Pr.

THE SPIRIP’S PRESENCE.
BY REV. C. 1 SPURGEON.

TWe have gained something when we have
Jearned to come and lie low before the mercy
seat, pleading for the Haoly Spirit. Then
we gn alittle further. We shall be very
careful to be such men and women as the
Spirit of God can use, Now, if yonand I
should become indolent or proud and dom-
ineering, ¢r'if we should becnme despondent,
having%itt]e or no faith in what we preach,
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and no belief in the power of the Holy Spirit
is it likely that God will bless us?  Believe
me, the vessel that God Himself uses must
be very clean. Tt nced not be of silver o¢
gold ; it may be only an earthern vessel, But
it must be very clean, for our God is a jeal.
ous God. He will not drink out of the ves-
sel which just now was at the lip of Sitav-or
used by the world. O, how clean must we
be who expect the Holy Spirit to make use
of us ? How careful we should be in our
private life, as well as in our ordinary walk
and conversation !

And next, since we depend wholly upon
the Spirit, we shall be most auxious in all
our wo k for Christ, for souls to use the
word of God.  Keep close to the truth, for
the Holy Spirit’s sword is the word of God
He won’t use our own swords ; He will ouly
use this New Jerosalem blaide of God’s own
fashioning. the inspired Word. “It is wric-
ten.” So spoke Chrivt ; so the Holy Spirit
teaches. ‘*‘Thus saith the Lerd.”  [f that
be our prerching, we preach that to which
the Holy Ghost will alw.ys set His seal;
but if you ¢‘think it out” and bring some-
thing of your invention, go. my god sir, go
to the pateut office and get letters of patent
for your invention. The Holy Ghst cares
nothing for it ; He cares nothing about your
original mind.  Christ Jesus spake the word
that His Futher gave to Him. I woukl
rather speak five wurds out of the B ok than
fifty thousand words of the philcsoph r, for
“‘the foolishness of God is wiser th.n men ;
and the weskuess of God js stronger than
men.”  You cumot do work for Chiist ex-
cept Dy Chist and you cannot teach for
Chrict unless you teach Christ, aud your
word will have no blessing upon it unless it
be Goll’s word spoken to the sens of men
through your mouth.

Again, we must avoid everything in our
work that would grieve the Holy Spirit. I
believe that in a place where that work of
conversion goes on deily God is much moie
jealous than He is anywhere clse. If He
sees in & church, in the officers of the
Church, in the work of the church, svme-
thing uvholy, and if He sees practices toler
ated that are not inaccordauce with His pure
mind, He might give His Dblessing to a
church that was worse thun this in many
respects, bat not to this church that has
been already so highly favared. We may so
act as to have the Holy Spirit. How are
we toact? If you want the Holy Spirit to
be freely with you and give you great bless.
ing, yc1i must in the power of the Spirit
work where you are put, for the Holy Spirit
took the prophet into a valley that was full
of bones. 1t you want to save the slums,
you must gointo the slums. If you want to

save ginaers who are bruken down, sou must
be broken down yourself ; at lenst you must
get neav to them in their brokeness of heart
and sympathize with them. I believe that
no man will command power over a people
whom he does not understand. -We wmust
have more sympathy with sinners.

If the Holy Ghost is to be with us, we
must speak in the power of faith, If lzekiel
had had no faith, he certainly would not have
preached to dry bones, for it was a wretched
congregation, aud he certuinly would not
have preached to the wind. Whe but a fool
would? We inust believe that the Holy
Spirit is making use of the truth we speak
for quickening the sons of men. We must
speak and work iu faith, or it will be in vain.

PERSECUTION AND BLOOD3HED IN
MEXICO.

The awful results of the teaching of Rome
where she has the power, aie seen in the fol-
lowing letter in the New York Erangelist,
from Rev. Dr. Greene :—

¢On the 25th of April, at 3 p. m., the

Romanists of £l Carro gathered in their
church, to reccive at the lips of their priest,
according to a notice previously given, his
sacred orders to kill all the Protestants of
the place. The congregation dispersed aud
at the same time appearved in front of the
church the priest’s brother, ready to kill the
first Protestant whum he should chance to
meet.
Is happened that a liberal, whn occasionally
attended our services, was thean passing,
whom the priest’s brother approached and
saluced, according to custom-; then drew his
pistol aud fired two shotsat him, inflicting
wounds from which he canuot 1ecover.

At once more than 500 Romanists, hearing
the shots, rushed to the spot, and among
them the priest, who addrzssed himself to
the crowd, saying that he would be respon-
sible for what any of them wight do, and
that it was necessary to kill ‘that very day
all the Protestants in the place. He -then
started thiough the streets, shoutiog ‘Death
to the Protestants ! Tam not afraid of pri-
son, even though they sentence me for ten
yeéars. Nor do I fexr death ; let them kill
me. Death to all these heretics ; let not one
remain.” But now theinfuriated crowd had
reached the wall, and at once nrade their
way toward- the house of Mr. Campos.

On the way they found Do Ramon Silva,
one of our brethren, wl.o seeing their paur-
po ¢, commenced to- fire upon them, and
surceeded in checking their movements, und
disconcerting them snfficiently to enable him
to leap an adjoining fence aud escape.

N
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They rush to the residence of the minis.
tor, and broke in the gate of the wall in
front of the Louse, Mr. Cawmpos, (the Mis-
sionary), aware of what was passing, com-
mended himself and famly to God, then
shut his wile and children in an inner room
that seemed to offer the greatest safety,
while he himself from the door defended his
d.\'}ielling, firing upon the aggressors with a
rifle.

After a little, sceing that the ciowd was
gaining upon him, he shut and barred the
door, but from within continued to fire upun
the enainy, availing himself of the breaks in
the door, which the fauvat.cs were m.king
with the great stones which they thiew in
large numbers.

He was ab ut to resign himself to die,
seeing that the door coutd hold out but a
few moments, when suddeunly the stoning
ceased, and he saw that a rush was being
made by the mob for our chapel. "Reaching
it, they bivkein the dour, und destroyed
completely the four foors of the bulding.
all the benches, the organ, the pulpit, the
Bibles, hymn books, and all other printud
matter, .

While they were ¢ffecting this work of de-
struction, Mr. Campos managed to escape
with his family witheub being observed Ly
the enemy. Leaving his wife and chiluien
in a house of a friend, he with several breth
ren sought the woods, where th.y remain.d
the greater part of the night, Hearing that
they had escaped, the inob went in pursuit
of them, but did nct find them.

After destroying the conteats of the chap-
el, they commenced to as:ack the houses of
the brethrven, and in the case of all bus
three, sacked their dwelling:, leaving almost
nothiny of auy worth. Gregor:o Montreal,
one of the faithful brethren, was stoned to
death, decapitated, and his head borne away
to an-adjoimng village. Many others were
beaten and very seriously wounded. ’

The assault lasteq until between 11 and 12
ab'night. A few Protestant families, melud-
ing that of Mr. Cumpos, also the wounded
brother Silva, succeede!l in reaching the
house of Don Francisco Esparz«, which -was
attacked furiously by the fanatics, but
bravely and successfully-defended, although
Mr: Esparza would nut allow those who were

with kim to fire upon the wmob, out of re--

spect to the many children of buth sexes
who were taking part.in the assaule. Seceing
that nothing could be giived against our
good friend, the mob retired from his house.
and agsin visited one after another the
houses of the other brethren, completing in
themihework of destruction, teacing down, the
doors and carryiug away with them tols
books, clothiug, and whatever remained.

Strangely enough the local authorities
reudered the bretuiren 10 assistance, nor was
any recgived from the Stateuntil 4 a. m.,
when a detachment of - tro ps arrived from
Pinos  These arrested and removed to Za-
catecas the priest with tweaty-seven other
men atd twelve women, S wme fifty others
are fugitives from justice, There is no doubt
that thefguilty parties will he s€verely pun-
ished, and that this lloody assault, like
those of Acupuleo, Almoluza del Riv, Llma-
cuatitlan, and many others, will bea severe
blow in the end against the murderous priest.
hood who are re-ponsible for it.”

A SCOTTISH HERD OF THE DARKEST
APRICA.

BY THE REV. WILLIAM DICKIE, M. A.

When Britain is showering well-deserved
honors on Stanley, the intrepid explorer of
the *Darkest Atriva’ and the hero of the
hour, we m Scottand should not forget one
of own kith awl kin who shall never return
to his native land to tell the stoiy of his
short but heroic life, and to receive the hon-
ors of his country men. Patriotism, however,
bids us lay apen the tumb the wreath which
we ure preseateid from placing upou the
brow.

Tuaw name of A. M. McKay will ever be
idenufied with the eailiest chapter of Chris-
tian history in Uganda—a chapter wiitten
in tears and Blood. 7T'he story of the Ugan-
da Mission, in which Christ has been fight-
ing with the dragons of heathenism, is sad,
thrilling, and heroi, digplaying at once the
sunlessness of heathen life and the joy with
which, for the Master’s sake, brother after
brother goés forth to almost certain death.
Thank God, there are still mony to whom
the service of Chriat is better than life,

Mr. A. M. McKsy was a sou of the.manse,
a clear-headed, energetic Aberdoniap. When
Stanley wrote to the Daily Telegrapl in 1375
his now famous letter in w hich he ‘challenged
Christendom to seed missionmies to Uganda,’
Mackay was cngaged as an eugineer near
Berlin,  Stanley exulted in the beanty, fer-
tility, nnd promise of the country around the
inland sea, Victoria Nyanza ; but he did not
forget the darker side of the picture—the
cruelty and ignorance of the-people. e ap-
penled to the best Christian sentiment of our
conntry. ‘Oh! for the hour,” he wrote,
‘when a band of philanthropic capitalists
shall try to rescue the-¢ beautiful lands, and
supply the means to epable-the Gogpel mes-
séugers to come and q{;ench the murderous
hate with which- man beholds man in‘the
beautiful lands around Lake Victoria, Chris-
ti n sentiment was.not appealed to in vain.

Bight Christian volunteers set out to East
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Africa to conguer Uganda.
two return home from sickness, two died,
two were killed, and two, Mr, Wilson and,
subsequently, Mr, Mackay, were permitted
toenter fully upon their labors as Gospel
messengers.

For about six years Mackay and the com-
rades who subsequently joined him libored
heroically among the savage tribes, Mtesn,
the king, Stanley’s friend, immediately afier
Stanley’s departuve, had been induced to
embrace the Mohammedan religion, and
consequently the way was not so smooth as
the missionary pioneers had expected. With-
in about two years, also, the I'rench Romish
priestsappearel upon the scene, to reap
where they had not sowed, and to produce
confusion in the heathen mind

As builder, printer, smith, carpenter,
boat-builder, farmer, and missionary, our
countryman acquired great influence, and
gathered around him a faithful band of na-
tive Chris‘ians, who have stood true to
death. In 1884, however, Mte:a, by no
means the worst enemy of missions, died,
and his son, Mwanga, succeeded him.
Mwanga ‘cared for none uf these things.’ He
was weak, wilful, and wicked, the mere
puppet of the Arabs, whose AMohammedan.
ism dictated the new policy of crushing the
infant Church of Christ, the one hope of the
country.

A time of pui~ cution immediately set in.
The royal savage buined and butchered about
two hundred of the little band cf native
Christians ; subjected the little church to
the most agpravating jndignities and cruel-
ties ; and after tedious weeks of confine-
meat, ordered the death of Haunington, the
first Bishop of East Iiquaterial Africa, so
that Mackay could only write home saying,
‘Our hearts are breaking.’ Yet, nothing
daunted, Mackay kept to his post, having
fairh in the indestructibility of that Gospel
that had been sown as seed in the human
heart, and awaiting, sometimes alone, face
to face with death, the blessed time when
the arm of the Lord would be revesled. And
indeed it was revealed. Conversions fol-
lowed martyrdoms.  In one case one of the
executioners of three boy artyrs, im-
pressed by their faith and bravery, came and
requested to he taught how to pray. Mem-
bers of vhe king's court came tv the mission
against royal orders, and endured the con-
sequecce. So many as thirty native Chris-
tians at one time were heaped together and
burned in a ghastly, but gloricus funeral
pyre. Yet so great was the power of Chriet,
that fresh apphecants for baptism came for-
ward whilst smelling the very fires of perse
cution. Little wonder that when it was sug-
gested that the siege might be raised and

!
Of these eight,

Mackay return from the field, leaving Ug-
anda to the great cnemy, his answer was
worthy of the soldier of Christ—'NEVER ¥

About two yearsago, Mwanga, who, in
his policy of vacillation, had begun to show

some favor to the Christians, was
dethroned in a revolt headed by the
Arabs. Kiwewa, his successor, was mur-

dered. and Kalema, a Mohammedan puppet,
was made king.  In the revolution Mackay
aud the Christians were expelled from Ug-
anda, and sought refuge at the south side of
the Lake, where Stanley et our uiaccre-
dited hero last September.

But the unexpected soon happened. ‘Che
Christian refugees, Protestant aud Popish,
iuspired by partriotic spirit, but against the
wigh of Mackay, formed themselves into an
army and invaded Ugauda. Several battles °
were fought, and it is remorkable that in
one of them, three of the arch.enemies of
Christianity fell—Pokino, who decreed Han-
nington’s murder ; Serukoti, who murdered
the good Admiral Gabunga ; and the Arab
interpreter, Masui, who poisoned the mind
of the king aganst every European by his
wisiterpietation. The msurgents were soon
headed by Mwanga, who now sits on the
threne of Uganda, and naturally favors the
Christians who restored himn, and whom re-
cently he o cruelly persecuted. Bat here
occurs the mystery of P.ovidence. Mackay
was about to return to Uganda where his
presence seemned indispensable to the future
of the little Christian church, when he was
struck down by fever, and, at the age of
forty-one, died. .

Spite of this mystery, we await with con-
fidence thie turn of events in this dark epot
of ‘Darkest Africa.’ Our disappointments
in the mission field have often been the pre-
Judes of our most surprising successes. — The
AMissionary Record, Ldinburgh,

RELIGION OF CHINA.

A writer in_the Nineteenth Century gives
a very'vivid glimpse of Polytheism in China
—the religion of the people as connected
with the state and controled by the govern-
ment. The Emperor is Pope as well as civil
ruler ; but ascivil ruler he is supreme over
all religions and all religious officers and per-

formances. The Pekin Gazette, the official
organ of the emperor, has been regularly

published for more than five hundred years.
The writer from whom we quaote has been
studying the Cazette and noting the official
treatment of the religious manifestations of
the people. In China ghosts act a very
prominent part, There are shrines where
miracles occur. Nobles and generals are
regularly canonized and deified. The dead
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age objects of worship by prayer, incense,
and sacrifice.  Honcrs and promotion are
conferred on dead soldiers as on the living.
Hwinan sacrifices have been offered not long
since in Formosa to appease the angry demon
who had sent u plague to devastate the
people.

Recently a long drought prevailed in Foo
Chow. The pe ple prayed to u dead” saint
who had been. canonized as the White Jade
Toad, und rain came in abundance. The
people therefore prayed the Emperor for
higher honors to be conferred on the saint,
and that his name be enrollod * on the list of
worthies to whom sacrifice is to be offered™”

The toad earned divine honors long ago
from its reputed power of living for centur-
ies. The Frog-god of China symbolizes rain.

Pretenders to supernatural powerand o-
riginators of new religious movements are
usu lly dealt with in . swwmary manner,—
to lose their heads being their common fate
Any troubler of the “‘powers that be” is
liable to be disposed of in this convenicnt
way. Recent decrees prohibit under severe
penaities “the fabrication of heterodox and
strange wonders by a vicious priesthood for
the bewilderment of simple folk.”

The Government policy isto traca all
- physicial calamitics to the sipe of men. An
earthquake affords an opportunity for ad-
monishing the people against disaffection to
the Government.  The Ewperor is the Son
of Heaven. He is Pontiif or Pope for the
whole nation,  There is & hierarchy under
the Emperor in which Buddhists and Taoists
are combined according to rank.

The lists of Gods to be worshipped is re-
vised and sanctioned every year. ~ Old ones
are dropped and new ones are added. These
Gods are all defunct mandavins  There is a
vegular hierarchy of these defunct officials
and iz is their duty when recognized by the
Emperor to act as agents for the Lord of
Hell—to arre«t souls of wicked persons and
despateh them for for punishment below.
The lordship over the unseen world greatly
increases the power of the Emperor over his
subjects. These canonized, beatified spirits
are reportec as often he ping their worship-
persin time of danger. reminding one of the
“Miracles” which monks and nuns of the
Roman Catholic church report from time to
time.

The Emperor is as completely supreme
over Buddhism as over Tacism.  His orders

. are implicitly obeyed. A new Lama cannot
be recognized without the Emperor’s decree.
Men, ghosts. gods. the dead and the living,
are all equally subject to the supreme Im-
perial pontiff,

They have o purgatory as well as a hell in
the faiths of China.  The edicts of the Em-

1
! peror are held to run in earth, hell, and pur-
i;utory. Promotion in all these realms be-
ongs to his Imperial Majesty. Demons are
snpposed to appéar very often with messages
from below ; and messages to the other world
must be sent by human souls, for demons
will not do errands for mortals,

In the olden times the practice was to kill
a man 3o as o send him with a message or
on an erraud to Hades. Then, whore, lutely,
o devoted man would kill himself in order
to be qualified to perform the crrand.  The
Emperor heingabove all, and controlling the
unseen world as well as the visible world, it
is right that any and every sacrifice should
be made for him  Order, subordination,
submission, are great principles of life
among the Chinese; and any form of religion
is tolerated which is satisfactory in regard
to the civil power.— Wituess.

PROGRESS 0?} CHRISTIANITY IN

The Hocht Shimbun, a leading Japanese
newspaper, discussing recently the progress
of Christianivy in Japan, says it is slow but
sure, There is nothing striking about the
numbher of converts added each year to the
roll of Japanese Christiaus or nbout the in-
crease of the propaganilists’ ministrations.

But, ou the other hand, the foreign faith
advances surely and steadily, planting its
feet firmly as 1t ¢nes and never retrograding
for an instant. Those who estitnate its de-
velopmeny by the results attained in o week
or a dav can form no true-idea. They must
watch if for half a year or wore, and they
will then discover that what it lacks in ex-
tentit gains in stability. .

Opportunities to test the influence it has
exercised upon the public mind are, of
course, few and far between. Its diligence
in the cause of female education and irs un-
tiring eftorts to improve the statns of Japan-
egse women dare also quoted as easily discern- -
ihle evidences of the progres< it' is mrking.
“Im ghort,” the Hochi Shimbun concludes,
“‘that Christianity will ultunately attain to
power by gradual and stendy a:cumulation
of merits is a fact of which we are convine-
ed by long observation. If it progresses at
its present rate-its future-is assured.”

The writer then proceeds to call upon
Buddhists to'bestiv themselvesin the cause
of their faith., They cabnot possibly meet
the crisis, he tells them, by in.
dulging in slanderous dintribes against
Christianity at t! eiranti Christian meetings,
Other and worthier means must be resorted
to. Above all, he denounces the recent azi-
tation among Buddhist priests to be allowed
to take part in politics, He asks what use

-
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they would mako of that privilege if they
obtained it.  Iven supposing that they
socured the eav of the electors and: succeed-
ed in gotting a number of their representa-
tivos returned for the new Parlinment, could
thoy hope to propogate Buddhism and de-
feat Chrwtionity by a Pavlinmentary vote
or by the aid of political interference? ©If
measures of this kind ave relied on, the fu.
ture of Buddhism is indeed m « perilous con-
cition, —Sdl. .

A GREAT MISSIONARY GATHERING.

Llans are being perfected for a National
Missionary Conference, to be heldat Indian-
apolis, Indinng, September 39, 1800, Pro-
minent Missionary woikers, evangelists and
Y. M. Co AL wohers will be present, among
them : Bishop Wm. Taylor, of Africa; Dr.
A, T, Prersun, Author of Crisis of Missions;
W F. Blackstoue, of Chicago, with his lacge
maps of the world ; with many mussionary
volunteers from diferent sections of the
country.  Asis well kuown to our readers,
renurkable poovidences have  combined  in
recont years to open the doors for the
sprending of the Gospel amony the rations
of the earth.  Isiecially may this be said
of Africannd China,  There are also many
evidences of great movements toward the
preaching ot the Gospel to “‘every erenture,”
and thas meeting promises to be one of un-
usun] interest and importance.  The theme
of the gathering will be **Shall the Gospel
he given to all people, during this genera-
tion? Npt ] railvoad rates are bLeing ar-
ranged fur und it is expected thai the good
people of Indinnapolis will provide cuter-
tninment for the delegotes,  For further in-
formation, address (Geo, S, Fisher, Y. M.
C. A, Topeka, Kausas,

A LESSON ON CHRISTIANITY.

A missionery of the London Society for
prowmeting Christianity among the Jews,
writes :

“One Sunday T went to Vietoria Park to
speak, as [ oficn do. Tsaw a great crowd
t{dewsan’ Genbleelistening £y an infidel
spaker who endeuvored to prove that Curis-
tramity 10 a fmdure.  There werr also present
o fow prosulytes.  Auw opportunity was giv-
en e by thespesker to express my views
on tho sunject, which I did to the apparent
satisfaction of the Christian part of the
audienee,  When the lecturer got up vo
reply to my vemarks, he becamo very ex-
cited and personal, spoke against the  bish-
ops, the clergy, &e. ’

Then & vencrable and noble-looking Jew

came forward, and taking off his hat, -said-
huwbly, in very broken English, “Iam only
a Jew.”

“1 know you are a Jew—your fac tells
me s " cried the lecturer, angry at the
interruption from an nnexpected: guarter,

“[ mecan to suy that I am vot a Christian,”
explajned the Jew, “and yet I say that the
bishops and pastors are gnod and holy men ;
wheu they get money they give jt to the
poor ; bug infiaels, like you, put it in your
own pocketa. I believe that if all the Chris-
tians were to follow Christ’s teachings there
would Le no socialists. Take this advice
from a Jew (who is not baptized): listen to
Christ aione nud you will all feel happy '

{  The worids of this Jew produced a deep

imypression upon the audience —~both Jew and

j Gentile,  The Lord has many a witness,
even awnung such as are apparently not nom.
inally Christians.

Iafterwaids bad o discussion with this
Jew, He i well off, aud has a Jarge family
all of whom share his views regarding
Christ, “If I die, I die in Christ. and I am

) tryng also to live in Chiist. There ave a
|-8reat many of wmy Jewish acquaintances
who, like me, believe him to be our Mes-
siah.”—Hebrew Christian.

THE WAY TO CONQUER.

“T'Il master it,” said the axe; and his
biows fell heavily on the iron.

But every blow made his edge more blunt,
till he ceased to strike.

“Leave it to me,” said the saw ; and,with,
his relentless teeth, he worked hackward and
forward on its surface till they were allworn
down and broken, and he fell aside.

“iJa, ha!” said the hammer.  “I knew
you wouldn’t succeed. TI'll show you the
way.”

But at the first fierce stroke off flew his
heidd, and the iron remained as before

“Shall I try ?” asked the soft, small flame.

They all despised the flame : but he curled
gently round the iron and embraced it, and
never left it until it melted under its irresis-
tible influence.

TAKE CARE OF YOUR CHARACTER.

Talkecare of your character. Do not be too
much concerned for your reputation. 1towill
give you no trouble.  Character is overy-
thing something that caunot be hid from
Gol or man, that cannot be changed as we
change a garment : but we carry it with us
wherever we go, and by it we are known
every day of our life. A pure, earnest,
broad; consistent, symmetrical character—
" what blessings it confers on the world ! ’

8. M, WACKCNZIE, PRINTER, REW GLASGOW, N, 9, .




