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THE

CHRISTIAN BANNER.

fIf any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of Ged.”?
'This'is love, that we walk atter his comnandments.”’

YOL. XI. " COBOURG AND BRIGHTON, SEPT., 1857. N{).. 9.

THE « AWFUL VIEWS? OF THE DISCIPLES.

EPISTLES 170 CANDID READERS.
Xo. II.
To the Inhabxtanrs of Iillier and all Neighbors :

It is a singular but interesting fact in the history of the past
that all religious reformers—all who have lifted therr voice against
existing ecclesiastic traditions—have been branded as infidel or intoler-
ably heretical. ' '

The Divine Reformer, the Lord from heaven, was not an exception.
The popular ministers of Jerusalem condemned Jesus because he taught
what was contrary to their customs, accusing him of ¢many things’
and among the rest that he was a perverter of the nation and a blasphe-
mer. Disloyalty and blasphemy were the chief charges against him ;
and although Judge Pilate examined him touching the accusations and
found him innocent, yet the pious ministers compelled the Judge to
pronounce sentence of death upon him. The Roman Judge declares
that he finds ¢ no fault in him,” but the zealous Rabbis of the times
press the Judge to condemn one whom he pronounces innocent.  Was
ever such aseutence given !—the Judge pronouncing sentence and at
the very moment declaring ¢ I find no fault in him.” Butit is the de-
 Yout ministers who compel this judgment. They are mtensely offended
'at the Divine Reformer and he must be condemned.

Phe heroic Paul, an inspired reformer, sent from the presence of the

-Lord Jesus to turn the Grentiles from the power of Satan to God, was
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represented and treated as a mover of sedition, a pestilent fellow, a
ringleader of a dangerous sect, and his life was sought by the ruling
ministers and chief officersof the various religions, Jewish and Pagan,
where he labored. At one time there were over forty pious Jews who
pledged themselves by oath that they would not taste food or drink till
they had killed the reformer. What was his crime? He persuaded
men to worship Christ at Christ’s own altar, and therefore those who
were thus persuaded left the Jewish and Heathen altars. This was Paul’s
offence for which he was slandered, beaten with reds, and finally was
treated to the martyr’s death.

Nearer our own times, what a multitude of infidel reformers rise to
view! In Bohemia,in England, in Saxony, in France, behold the lead-
ing infidels who plead reformation, There is plain John Huss with his
Bible against traditions—there is Jerome, and he sounds the alarm
against ccelesiastic iniquities, but pleads for the word of the Lord;
they are terrible infidels in the eyes of the reigning ministers, and the
only mercy meted out to them is an application of well kindled faggots
—good enough for men who presume to show the contrast between
heaven’s precepts and popular traditions!

Wickliffe, the learned Wickliffe, laboring almost alone, rises in his
strength and thunders God’s truth in the ears of the people of Xng-
land. He translates the scriptures so that the common people may
read and learn the will of the Lord. But the sluggish yet very pious
clergy stir themselves up and follow the reformer mth vials of wrath ;
and though they find not means to take his life, the Father of mercies
protecting him, they afterwards dig wp his boues and bwm them.
What an infidel he was!

There were Luther, Melancthon, Calvin, and their coadjutors. Were
they not held up to the scorn of the world as ignorant, infidel, ungodly
men by the popular and learned doctors and oflicials of their day ? And
when the Church of England was established, and the Thirty Nine
Articles became fashionable in the nation, were not all Dissenters, es-
pecially leading Dissenters like Baster, Bunyan, and others, denounced
as seditious distur -ers and infidel disorganizers ?

Tven Wesley 'did not escape. He was a refermer, a noble reformer.,
Born, educated, and ordained in Episcopacy, he was led to perceive the
coldness, the ceremoniousness, and the want of vitality in national
Episcopacy ; and after the most candid and patient investigation he
was induced to lift his voice for a reformation of the Church of his

L
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fathers. Would that Wesley in this department had many friends like
himself among those who glory in lis name! Ie did not remain
locked up in the embrace of cold customs because his fathers had been ;
but set out manfully for a more spiritual and vitalized standard. In
this he was a reformer, and all men should imitate his nobleness in this
respeet.  But how was he viewed and used by the polite bishops and
genteel ministers of the national Church? Precisely as all reformers
are treated. Ile was insulted—he was slandered—he was mobbed—
his life was periled : all because he pled theoretically and practically
for reform. And there isnot the smallest question, if our neighbor, the
chief citizen at Allisouville in Hillier, had then enjoyed a large and
rich living as a devout bishop, he would have instigated the populace
against the reformer Wesley for not acting as orthodox as the other
bishops who adhered to the Thirty Nine Articles! :

Henee, then, while remembering the trusty facts now cited, there is
nothing cither new or alarming in hearing the worn-out charge that we
who plead for veform are related to infidelity or that we are promoters
of fatal heresy. Well read men understand these terms when they
come from the lips of cerfhin Rabbis. They will frighten no one.
Will any regard them otherwise than the weak weapons of a still weaker
cause? '

Now the “awful views” of the Disciples are—what? The whole
terrifying sentiments we eatertain and promulge among the people
may, in esseuce, be brought into the compass of a few words. Our
starting point is the birth-day of christianity when the Divine Spirit
came down miraeulously from heaven, the model preachers being. the
apostles fully ordained by Jesus and the Spirit; and all that these in-
spired preachers have written and fuvored us with, we accept as the
erecu by which we are to be religiously directed. We pass by all the
little fountains from which mere sectaries drink, and go up to the foun-
tain of fountains issuing from Zion’s holy mount. e the Lord meets
and greets the children of men, teaching and leading them by his in-
spired ministers and unerring models. Whoever pleases to call this

infidel or heretical, and whatever unacceptable or contemptible names
may be awarded to us on account of it, we must glory in this safe stan-
durd and securc position, praying and laboring for the one divine and
only true cause—the cause urged fornard with such faithfulness and
success by the original preachers of the gospel of Christ.
. In friendship, and in truth,
Brighton, Sep., 1857. D. OuirBanr.
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THE TRUE GROUND AND HOW TO OCCUPY IT.

A studious perusal of the subjoined from the Millennial Harbinger
for 1831, we opine, will be generally entertaining and edifying. If the
brethren everywhere, instead of boasting of past or present advances
and attainments, would ‘press on’ by keeping in view the perfection con-
templated by the gospel, what a degree of spiritual progress would be
made !

D. 0.,

‘While we+have seized the geound which heaven and earth must ap-
probate, as far as earth can relish or approve the things of heaven;
while we stand upon an eminence from which we can see the smoke of
the many-tongued city, and the confusion of her inhabitants ; while we
have assended to the foot of the apostolic thrones, let us remember that
it is one thing to seize the best ground, and another to oceupy it in the
best manner. We have to unlearn what we have learned from human
authorities, to unteach what we bave taught of human traditions ; we
have to learn a new vocabulary ; and what is still more difficult, we have
to learn to practice what we preach—io cultivale and fo exhibit the
spirit of the ancient gospel, and to abound in all the good works which
it commands and commends. And who of us, nurtured in the bosom of
our meretricious mothers ; who of us, nursed and cherished in the lap
of sectarian affections ; who of us, educated in schools of an apostate
church, can at a single effort, or by a few goad resolutions, free our-
selves from all thesz Babylonish influences and babits, and exhibit the
simplicity, the meckness, mildness, purity, zeal afid heavenly minded-
ness which adorned the first advocates for the sovereignity of Jesus the
Messiah ?

I speak not of that Jame charity which only mutters out the defec-
tions of the age ; nor of that * christian spivit” which bids God speed
to every thing which assumes the garb of religious, which flatters the
inventor of every scheme, which virsually dethrones the Lord of Chris-
tiang, and which recominends every device that decorates itsel{ with the
character of christian benevolence. 1 speak not of that mildness which
darc not reprove the works of darkness, nor rebuke with authority the
gorruptions of the gospel of salvation ; which fraternize with all who
evinee sincerity, regardless of the principles with which that sincerity
is allied. But I speak of that mildness, gentleness, and meekness which
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instruet with condescension them that oppose themselves, which dis-
criminate between the deceiver and the deceived, which soften with
sympathy and tenderness the testimony we offer against error, and
which regard with all benevolence the subjects of mistake, error, and
delusion.

The editor is at fault here if his motives and the reasons of his con-
duct are not estimated according to his conceptions of the state of sooi-
ety when he began his efforts in this cause. -He viewed the whole
christian community as a physician views a plethoric paralytic patient.
Desperate diseases require desperate remedies. The lancet and the
severest friction are the mildest remedies to restore sensibility and a
healthy action of the nervous system to such unfortunate invalids. 1In
a word, and without a figure, he regarded the so called christian com-
munity as having lost all healthy excitability ; and his first volume of
the ¢ Christian Baptist,”” the ¢ most uncharitable,” the most severe,
sarcastic, and ironical he ever wrote, was an esperiment to ascertain
whether society could be moved by fear or rage—whether it could be
made feel at all the decisive symptoms of the mortal malady which was
consuming the Jast spark of moral life and motion. It operated favora-
bly upon the whole, though very unfavorably to the reputation of its
author as respected his ¢ christian spirit.” It brought some hundreds
to their senses: and as the morbid action began to yield and to be sue-
ceeded by more favorable symptoms, he gradually changed his course,
and has been ever since adjusting his mode of healing to the indications
of the disease. He has dbtained a favorable hearing to a very consid-
erable extent, incomparably beyond 2ll his expectations ; and now begins
to thinlk of still more radical changes in hig course. His preaching,
however, has always differed much from his writing. He never thought
that a promiscuous assembly, convened to be addressed on the great
principles of reformation towards God and faith in Jesus Christ, ought
to be address as expediency way justify him to write. He has frequent~
ly happily disappointed his hearers. They expected a portion of pep-
per, and salt, and vinegar ; buton many occasions have confessed it
was manna, and wine, and oil. Butin speaking he addressed not sys-
tems nor system-makers, but men and women, saints and sinners. To
cdify the former and to convert the latter, was, then, the all-absorbing
consideration.

He is obliged to give this account of himself because he has learned
from various sources that the severity of his writing has been appeal-
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ed to in vindication of severity in preaching, and of harsh and sarcastic
addresses to the great congregation. If he have knowingly ever address~
ed a congregation in this style, it was when the clergy and their vindi~
cators were present ; and if at any other time, he confesses he was at
fault, and asks forgiveness.

But, brethren, while we proclaim the ancient gospel, let us do it in
the spirit of that gospel. Let our object be to turn sinners to God.—
Gravity, sincerity, mildness, and benevolence, must be the attributes
of every successful proclaimer of the word. If we teach or exhort
christians, let it be with the tenderness, affection, and long-suffering of
Paul and his great master—the Teacher sent from God. No witticisms,
puns, jests, or satires, become him who pleads with men tobe recenciled
toGod. A dead fly has oen caused the most precious ointment of a
whole discourse to send forth an unpleasant odor.

But my address is not only to them who labor in the word and teach-
ing, but to all who have come up to the help of the Lord against the
mighty. The cause you have espoused is the most dignified on earth.
Allin heaven approve it ; but we have made ourselves a mark for the
archers, and their bows, though notlike our bows, of stecl, sent forth
many missiles. - Let us be clothed with the armor of light, lake hold

_ of the sword of the Spirit,and fight the battles of the Lord, with coolness,
courage, and perseverance. But temper, good temper, love, tender-
ness, and all condescension to the infirmities of our contemporaries, next
to our giving a living form to the whole religion in our whole behavior,
are worth all the rhetoric and logic of the schools, and infinitely more
powerfal than all the censures, sarcasms, ironies, and smart sayings of
all the wits of the age.

UNION—AN INTERESTING DIALOGUE.

CHAPTER VIII.

The parties having met at an early hour, procecded as follows :

Pres.  Mr. C., your catholic ground is bound to fail you this evening.
You, in common with all Baptists, claim that nothing but ‘mmersion
18 baptism. Now I do not question the candor of Baptists, for I be--
lieve they are Christians, but Presbyterians, and many others, are just
as candid, while they believe that sprinkling or pouring is just as good
as immersion. Now, sir, how can you find catholic ground here? Are
all sprinklers tosacrifice their consciencesto Baptists?
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Math., Lu., and Ep. That is an important matter, and must be
settled before we can proceed. I do not see how Mr. C. can get over
it.

Bap. There will be no difficulty in finding catholic ground to stand
upon here.  Mr. M., have I not repeatedly seen you immerse ?

BMeth. Certainly, when the candidate demanded it.

Bap. Well, of course you believed in what you were doing—you
believed that immersion was valid.

Deth, Certainly ; our Discipline admits its validity, but recognizes
sprinkling and pouring also.

Bap. Very well ; brother P. also believes that immersion is bap-
tism, for he received Mr. H., a Baptist, into his church, without re-
quiring him to be sprinkled. Brethren L. and E.have also received
Baptists into their church, without being sprinkled. You all, therefore,
believe that immersion is baptism. This you all hold, in corsmon with
Baptists. Immersion is, therefore, catholic or orthedox. Weall, in
common, helieve that it is valid baptism. But sprinkling and pouring
are not catholic. They are not held in common, and are not orthodoz.
A large number as wise and good as ever lived, have never believed
that sprinkling and pouring are baptism. Sprinkling and pouring can
never be practiced by such conscientiously, But immersion can be
practiced by you all, without any violation of conscience, for you admit
it tobe valid. Here, gentlemen, is common ground. We can all
unite and practice what we all hold in common.

Pres. Well done, Mr. B. You have turned your coat and Jomed
in with Mr. C.

Bdp. T ask your pardon, sir, I have not turned my coat at all.—
My argument is perfectly 2 Baptist argument, and was used more than
a century ago.

Pres, T should like to know, Mr. B., if you think Presbyterians
are weak enough to give up their practice, and the practice of their
fathers, and yield to you Baptists to be immersed !

Bap. I presume, sir, they are weak enough to do immensely worse.
They are weak enough to continue a practice that was never catholie
or orthodox—that was never believed in common by all Christians, but
has always been in doubt, in strife, and dispute, when they could have
practiced that which all believed to be safe and valid, which was truly
catholic or orthodox.
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Meth. Brother B., I confess there is much foree in your observations.
I admit that at this point I have always felt staggered in my arguments
with Baptists. In conscience and in concurrence with all sprinklers
whom I could regard with any confidence, I was compelled to admit
that the practice of Baptists, in immersing, was valid, and that T be-
lieved in it. This was admitting, at the start, that my opponent was
right. There was no further dispute about his position, for I admitted
it right. But the dispute then came up, whether I was right, or in
other words, whether there were {wo right ways? This perplexed me.

Bap. Brother M., I am truly pleased to hear you speak with sog
much candor. Any man can see that it is safer and wiser to occupy
an undoubted and indisputable position, admitted by all to be right,
than one lield in doubt by a respectable part of the world.

Meth. Tam compelled, brother B., to make a still further admission,
which has had much weight upon my mind. I can look back over my
experience, and reflect upon circumstances that I frequently met with,
very profitably. When I have had the charge of a chureh, it has
frequently happened that a Baptist minister would deliver 2 number of
distourses in the same place. It would almost invariably turn out, that
some of my nicmbers who would hear him, would become distressed
about baptism, and insist that I should immerse them. Scmetimes,
when I refused to comply with their request, they would go to the
Baptists and be immerscd by them. I have known this done frequent-
Iy. But, on the other hand, I never knew a Baptist te become dissat-
isfied and come to us to be sprinkled. This is not 2ll; I frequently
was with Baptists at death, and I never knew one to be dissatisfied with
his baptism and desire to be sprinkled. ¥ .t Ifrequently knew of per-
sons who had been sprinkled, and became dissatisfied at dedth, and
were either immersed or desired to be. I wasin the habit of telling
my chureh, and indeed thought so at the time, that those members of
our church who desired to be immersed, were weak-minded. But still
I wagstaggered in this view, for I found that they were the more think-
ing and better informed. But, I think, I now see a reason for all this.
My own practice was in doubt and dispute. The Baptist practice was
in no doubt. I admitted the validity of it myself, and the admission was
in our diseipline. 'What could we expect but that our members would
frequently depart from that which wasin doubl, and only regarded by
a part of the pious, and receive that which was in no doubt, but be-
lieved in common by all?
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FPres. Brother M., I think you are becoming weak-minded your-
gelf! I am perfectly astonished at you. Do you not know that the
prophet says, ¢ He shall sprinkle many nations 1

Meth. I do not think it is evidence of weakness in any man, when he
has the opportunity, to take his siand upon indispuiable ground, in the
place of doubtful. T have quoted the words, ¢ He shall sprinkle many
nations” many times myself, but it is not right clear that they have
any reference to baptism ; but if they do, I lose nothing, for no one
doubts that dmmersion is baptism.

Pres. "Ne are then to look upon yov as a Baptist in his first love.
I should be sorry to become a turncoat.

Meth. I cannot see, sir, with what propriety you call me a turn-
coat.” Did you mnot admit, at the commencement of our
meeting, that the Baptists are Christians? Does not your whole
church admit that their baptism is valid? Do not all sprinklers admit
thesame 7 You know theydo.  What is the use for us, then, to at-
tempt to withstand them in argument, when we commence by admit-
ting that they are right? This I have always admitted. The only
admission I now make more than formerly is, the propriety of invaria-
bly practicing that which we all admit to be right, in the place of that
which has been always held in doubt. This, sir, is safe ground, and it
is orthodox ground. Ycan practice immersion snvariably, without any
violation of conscicnee, and with the assurance that all parties admit it
is Seriptural.

Pres. I suppose youare convinced that sprinkling. is not baptism.

Bleth. No, sir, I have seen no new light on that subject. I always
knew that it was held in doubt by many, as wise and good as there
are in the world, and ou this account I never could feel precisely the
same assurance that those sprink’ed were baptized, that I could in the
case of those immersed. T shallnever forget a remark a Baptist min-
ister made as he came up out of the water, after baptizing about a dozen
persons. Turning to the persons baptized, he said, ¢ There was an end
to controversy about their baptism. Their own consciences would al-
ways approve it, and all pious persons admit its validity.” I have al-
ways, I must confess, felt the same way when IThave immersed persons,
but I never could say the same about sprinkling. I am now struck
with the force of the idea, that the reason of this is, that immersion is
received in common by usall, while sprinkling is repudiated by some.
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Chr. That is very true, so far as the popularity of immersion is
concerned,  But there must be a genuine reason back of all this, some
place, why immersion is so universally admitted, and sprinkling held in
such extensive doubt.

DR. TYNG IN PALESTINE.

Jaffa, June &, 1857,

Thus have we entered the Holy Land.—Twenty-four days’ travelling
only have brought us from New York to this spot. We cast anchor off
its shores at 2 2 m. on Sunday, and had just time to go on shore to
the English service at eleven : our first Sunday in the Holy Land.
This, you know, is the ancient Joppa, where Solomon brought his Le-
banon timber for the temple, where Jonah fled to Tarshish from his ap-
pointed mission, where Peter learned in prayer that great Low Church
truth, that God is no respecter of persons, and that what he hath
cleansed man should never call common or unclean. Simon the tan-
ner who lived by the sea side, has long since gone. But the tanneries are
still there and generations of tanners have labored in them since.  The
house-tops, as they spread out before my window, are fitting places for
retirement and prayer. They constitute the yards and gardens of the
people, who have none others in the town itself. Beautiful for situa-
tion is this ancient town. It covers a round hill which stands alone on |-
& level shore, and the houses are built one above another with no order
or divisions. Streets there are none. The narrow, winding passages
go up and down with steps and steep ascent. Foot passengers and
donkeys dispute the path, each in multitudes. The exterior aspect of
the town is beautiful. The interior is filled with passages and corners
inconceivably dirty and vile.

But here was our first Sabbath in Palestine. A. handful of people
were in a little room, at the Missionary’s house, for an English worship.
Fifteen in all were there to hear the word of God. The Missionary is
in the employ of the Church Mission Society, and is sent to aet upon
the natives. An Arabic service is held at 8 and 4, and two Arabie
schools are taught in the week. The Missionary’sabode is the extreme
of simplicity and plainness. 'Weshould call it hardly. decent {or an ed-
ucated man. Yet here a faithful man willingly dwells and willingly
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*labors for the good of souls, not seeking his own things, but the things
which are Jesus Christ’s. It is an interesting example of paticnce and
fidelity. Such aman cannot be accused of vain and worldly motives
in the work in which he is engaged. It wasa plcasure to speak to the’
few people here in the midst of the darkness of the earth, to preach the
Gospel in the land of its origin. This I eall a privilege. To come
back from the far West, with the wonderful intelligence which we have
received from the Kast, and announce it again on its native soil, how it
seems to bring the ends of the carth together!

There is much missionary work going on in Jaffa. Here have been
the eftorts from our country to aid the Jews, by opening to them the
means of improving agriculture. In the neighborhood of the faithful,
Mrs. Milnes lies in a small white enclosure. She willingly offered
herself a sacrifice and service of faith in the work in which she bad thus
engaged, after spending and leaving her all for its promotion. Others
are engaged in the same work. Mr. Huslem is under the employment
of an English Society, and some American friends are also at work on
a similar plan. Agriculture is the object. DBut the Jews have no
taste for such work, and I fear that so far as they are concerned it will
be with no immediate result. But it is a right and useful mission. 1
spent Sunday evening with them in their beautiful grounds. The gar-
dens around Jaffa are of transcendant beauty. Oranges, lemons, pom-
egranates, &ec., abound in quantity and size such as you could never
conceive. Miles of such gardens are around this place all vieing in
beauty with each other, The vast hedges of prickly pear line the roads,
and add extremely to the scene. These model farms, as we must call
them, must do good in the way of example, and may be the elements
and seeds of a future important revolution. There is an English lady
2lso teaching a school for Jewish girlsin the city. Andall these efforts
though varying in their origin and ageney, scemed to be governed by
a common spirit and bond. I was delighted with the spirit of. prayer
and love which seemed to prevail among them. They labor and love
for Christ’s sake, and Christ our Lord must bless them.

And here L nowam in Immanuel’s land. What associations eluster
around me! What new thoughts gather in the mind! Tam entering
where Apostles labored and where the Saviour taught. Everything
recalled these facts. Near here is the village of Lydda, still retaining
itsancient name. Just before my eyes, a train of camels is moving up
the road on the shore leading to Cesarea, which Peter travelled with

-
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the soldiers of Cornelius. Of Cesarea nothing remains. But Joppa is
still what it was three thousand yearsago, the port of Palestine. Here
come and go the ships; and here the caravans of merchants gather to
receive the goods which they are to send to the far Bast. Whatever

goes to Jerusalem is received at Joppa.

LORD’S DAY READINGS, NO. 1.

For the Christian Banner.

I have o strong desire to be heard through the Christian Banner,
upon the dangers which now beset the reformation ; sunken rocks and
rocks exposed ; deeps—and great deeps ; shelves, lee “shores, enchanted
islands, and other obstructions in great numbers, now fearfully enhance
its peril.  'Woe to that man occupying the place of a watchman, who
cries peace, peace, when God hath not spoken peace. Woe be to the
charlatan and theologaster, who, to compass his own selfish ends, to
gain immediate popularity or large compensation for small services,
falsely cries peace and safety, flatters the people into carnal security,
where decay and destruction are imminent, and can only be prevented
by faithful warning and timely reformation. To my mind one of the
most ominous of the manifestations of the want of system among us, is
a dispositiun too prominent, to daub with untempered mortar. ¢ One
buildeth a wall and another daubeth it.” Efforts are directed too much
with the view to immediate effect, appearances of success elate, and
satisfy the mind ; and bring it under the halucinations of a false hope.
For the transgression of 2 land many are the prinees thereof :—the
holy seriptures charge against having too many masters. We have too
many pretenders to preaching and teaching. We need a just location
and a sure dwelling for those who are able and willing to devote them-
sclves entirely to the work of the ministry ; and are anxious to waich
for souls as those that must give an account. We nced a just trial,
and scratiny, in admitting to the labors of the ministry. We need a
higher and deeper sense of the requisite qualifications in those that
desire the bishop’s office. Weneed a deeper sense ¢f justice in all our
doings. We need men for teachers that have a better acquaintance
with the decp things of God. As a people we need to become more
spiritually minded, to be more delivered from the visible—to be drawn
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forth after the living God. Let it be ever borne in mind that the true
knowledge of Deity ; the science of his wisdom and ways ; the triumph
of truth over error ; the subjection of passion to reason, of prejudice to
judgment; the promotion of perfect justice in things material and

spiritual, constitute the cssentials of the kingdom of God on earth.
C. 8. W.

LORD’S DAY READINGS, NO. 2.

Well meaning and over zealous individuals may sometimes express
the righteous wish that all the Lord’s people might become prophets.
In one sense of the term, all the Lord’s people ought to become proph-
cts ; in another they eannot, acd ought not to become prophets. The
public preacher or teacher of religion, if you please so to call him, is
in one sense a prophet. In that sense all gond people cannot become
prophets ; but only a part of them, Prophets have generally been
largely in the minority. Awmong the hundreds of generations and
millions of people of the Hebrew nation, we have an account of only a
few prophets, not probably more than one to many thousands of the
population. But it is admitted that there were many 1. vites. The
teacher of true religion fills the highest office that man can £l on
earth, TIts duties can only be rightly performed but by mcans of great
labor in preparation and perseverance in the prosecution.

God, for wise reasons, has attached great honor and no inconsidera-
ble emolument to the faithful performance of this work. The office of
a bishop is not only good, because useful to mankind, but remunerative
also where justice is done to those that fill it. In the constitution of

. the Hebrew commoniealth the most ample provision was made for the

"comfortable support of the Levite. He was to dwell in the land, uot

by suffrage, but of right. He was to have a sure dwelling and a fixed
income. His was to be a well defined and indispensable agency in the

management of the theocracy, which was the principle element of the
government. The theocratic principle lays at the bottom of every
rationally governed commonwealth, 1f needs to be largely understood
in order to truc rule. Hence theteaching of religion and morals is a
speoial department. It cannot be otherwise. It wasmade soby divine
appointment in the Hebrew commonwealth, and not less so in Chris-
tian times, and among Christian nations. The peculiar training neces-
sary to qualify for this great work is only o be bad by great devotion
and application.
C.8. W,
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SHOULD BELIEVERS BE CALLED CHRISTIANS?

All objects are presented to the mind by some name when spoken of]
and it often happens that we are familiar with the sound of the name
without knowing its meaning or being acquainted with the object to
which it isapplied. We are imperfectly acquainted with things we
Inow by name only. Names which at one time conveyed a just idea of
the objects to which they were applied may fail to do so by a misuse of
them in applying them to otherobjects. Few names have been more
. misused or rather abused than those by which the Lord has been pleas-

ed to designate his people. Some are notrnow often used except in a
reproachful way and some never sanctioned by divine authority have
been extensively used to denote the Lord’s people, and they, like some
other human things, though harmless at first, now tend to do evil rather
than good. Take as an example the name christian by which all classes
of professors are willing to be known. This name though found thrice
in the seriptures dpes not appear to have been applied by divine autho-
rity to believers of the gospel.  We learn from Acts 11, 26 that it was
first applied to the disciples of Christ at Antioch, but whether by divine
authority or as a reproach is yet disputed. One thing is certain that
no New Testament writer has addressed epistles to churches as christ
tians nor have we any record that individuals were addressed by that
name. Again from Acts 26, 28 we learn that a heathen said he was
almost persuaded to be a christian, also in Ist Peter 4, 153t is taught
that no one shoild be ashamed to suffer as a christian.  These exam-
ples we think do not warrant the use now made of the term. This
term as now popularly used 10 Jonger indicates one who has yielded
himself in submission to the Saviour and is eminent for uprightness,
piety, and purity, but simply one who is not a worshipper of heathen
idols. We have now what are called christian countries, nations, and
goveérnmeats, all as conspicuous for their wickedness as for any thing
else. 'We harve literary iustitutions styled clristian. We have also |
periodicals monthly and weekly in whose names christian is the prinei-
“pal sound, but some of whose contents have as much to do with extend-
ing commarce, manufacturing fashion and fashionalle indulgence as in
supporting the gospel or Inculeating humility, piety, and holiness.
Christian is derived from Christ, and to call any thing christian for
convenicnee is not honouring the Saviour’s name. Qur Lord and Sav-
iour called hisfollowers disciples, 2 name which reminded them at onee
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of their posxtlon and duty to lmn as thcu‘ teacher. There is «reat wig~
dom displayed in the Lord’s people heing called by 2 name which points
out both their position and the duties they owe to him and the character
they should sustain. We do not learn that the Lord ever intended his
people should be called christian. He called them his diseiples and bis
friends. The New "Westament vwriters call them disciples, believers,
brethren, saints and sons of God. It is worthy of remark that they are
often called sainis by Paul. This term indicating as it does that the
persons to whom it is applied are sanctified, purified, or holy very forei-
Dbly points out the position to which they have been raised, the privileges
they cnjoy, and the character they should possess. It is sometimes
said it is & matter of indifferenee by what name the Lord’s people are
known provided they are really his. With this we differ. Names
when applicd to persons always have certain ideas of condition, charac-
ter, and responsibility associated with them. Many who are willing to
be called christians are not willing to be called saints. The reason is,
the term christian carries no import :nt association of thought or idea
with it to their minds, but saint scems to import more than they can
sustain. Those who delight in and feel the importance of being sons
of God will feel the importance of possessing the disposition and char-
acter of childven. There are many reasons why the household of faith
should address each other in that way in which divine wisdom has
taught them. Party names tend to foster contention and (hvxsmns, but
the names the Lord applied to his people tend to unite them by calling
up trains of thought which remind them of their relationship to the
Lord himself, and to each other. A return to the style of address used
in the days of the apostles by helievers when writing or speaking to '
cach other, we think demands more attention than it has generally re-
ceived.  That bible things should be called by bible names is an ad-
mitted truth, and that believers should be called by bible names is
equally true. If a close adherence to the bible in doctrine and the

i observance of all the ordinances be important, is not the Lord’s will in

this equally important 2 1f any shall contend it is right to call believ-
ers of the gospel christians because of their relation to Christ, we ask
for their authority. Why not treat the other #tles of the Saviour in
the same way 7 Where is the authority for saying christian scriptures
and christian meoting houses? TFor christian faith, christian virtue,
und christian graces? 7

The apphcatlon of christian to things which are closely or personally

R4
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connected with Christ may be allowable, but all other uses of it we
contend are derogatory to his honor. Let the saints address each oth-
er as such, or by the other names the Lord has authorized, and not lend
their aid to perpetuate a custom which along with others is destroying
their reverence for their glorified and exalted Saviour.

J. B, 3z

“THE LAW OF FAITH.”

God-fearingmen in all ages, before the law of Moses and under it,
were inspired by faith. The most obvious differences between their
faith and owrs were these.  I'irst, Theirs was faith in the only living
and true God. The Messiah with them was only the object of hope.
But with us he is the object of faith. - Second, In Christianity faith is
constitutional. No soul of man can be organized with the Christian
congregation but by faith. Now, ¢ the law,” says the apostle, < was
not of faith.” It did not receive its members by the confession of a
proposition, or by faith, but by a law touching descent from Abraham
by the line of Isaac and Jacob. TUnder the law, faith was the excep-
tion. Under the Gospel, it is the rule, and is constitutional. Ilcuce,
the Gospel system is called the Faith, and the system of the law, the
Flesh. Thus we have a constitutional truth, a constitutional law, and
a constitutional principle. These discriminations must be reconized
and honored ; otherwise no union can obtain ; the kingdom of heaven
must be elernally at war with itself. But as truth gives law, and law
prineiple, so principle gives the confession of faith, ¢ If theu confess
the Lord Jesus Christ with thy mouth,” cte. Rom. x. The law of
faith, therefore, which is transformed into a principle in the heart, is
returned by the lips in the form of a confession, That the world was
10 be redeemed by a divine personage was once a seerct known only to
God.

1. He dropped it into the bosom of prophesy.

9. He made it good in history. -

3. He publicly confessed Christ.

4. The Holy Spirit confessed him.

5. He himself confessed.

6. The Apostles confessed him.

Hence among the crown jewels of the kirgdom we have Confession,
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constantly to be stirred. Our teaching must embrace~~—

1. The Trutk,

2. The Law of'faith,

3. The Principle of faith, and

4. The Confession of the faith.

The Evangelist is like the man that scans the star-illumined heavens
or him that cultivates the fertile earth, or shears the enameled mead,
or reaps the golden grain, or plucks the mellow harvest of ripe fruit.
In this work profit and pleasure are joined. If the servant of God do
but take the differences between these themes, illustrate them, show the |
duty and beauty of confessing Christ, and wind up by the glory of
being at last confessed by him before God his Father and all the holy
angels, he will not fail to instruct and please the audience.—~Walter
Scott. ’

From the Millennial Uarbinger.
WHAT IS HE WORTH?

Perheps there is now-a-days no question more frequently .asked than
the above. What is he worth? Ishe rich in lands and houses, in sil-
ver and gold, in herds fattening upon & thousand hills, or snowy sails
of commerce whitening every sea? Ifaye, then he isa man of mark—
8 s0lid man—and immediately is entitled to our most respectful consid-
eration, No question is ever made as to his real worthiness—whether
he be virtuous and charitable ; whether he honors God and loves his
fellow-maen ; whether he has laid up treasure in heaven, where moths
and rust do not corrupt, nor thieves break through and steal—the sim-
ple faot of his possessing the Almighty Dollar is enough. Like chari-
ty, it hides a multitude of faults. It brings him flatterers and flunkeys,
and pleasant smiles and most obsequious salaams. He is invited toall
feasts, and by general consent, the uppermost seat is reserved for him.
He is fawned upon by all, and his every attempt at wit sets the ““table
in a roar,” while his most stale and senseless platitudes are received
with as much respect and servile show of attention, as if they were the
oracular disclosures of a medern Delphi. Perhaps this is all very well-
among the unbelievers, whom the god of this world has made blind. It
is not strange that they should prostrate themselves at the feet of those
whom their god has honored with his rich gifts, both of gold and silver,
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houses and troops of friends, broad acres of prairie, and corner lots
which are in the centre of thrifty cities. It is not strange to see them
crooking the * supple hinges of the knee” at the shrine of the Golden

Calf. .
But, alas! the evil is not confined to. the publicans and sinners

alone, In this matter the Church has cntered the lists to tilt a lance
with the sons of Belial. And when I say the Chureh, I mean all de-
nominations of professed believers—I cxcept none. The evil is catho-
lic and universal. What is more and worse, it is spreading cvery day.
Even ministers are not excmpt from this all-pervading wickedness,
Alas, that I have to declare it! Instead of preaching Christ, oblivious
of self and selfish considerations, they preach to suit the tastes and
politics of their wealthy patrons, thinking that gain is godliness, and
baving an cye to an increase of salary, while the poor have not the
Gospel preached to them, and the rich are suffered to sell their souls for
merchandize, with never a rebuke or admonition.

I hardly think any one will deny the truth of what I have above

written.  All concede. that it is. Jamentably true—the godly with tears |

and sorrowing—the wicked with taunts and ill-concealed delight at the

lapses of the sons and daughters.of Zion. But where is the remedy? {
That's the question. What do you propose shall be done? What do |

I propose 7 What has God proposed 2 What have the holy Apostles
and Prophets proposed ? Hear them!

They teach us that we must put away the covetous person, who is
an idolater, from our midst. Now who ever heard in these laiter days
of a church member being arraigned for covelousness 7 And yet that
is the peculiar besetting sin of thousands upon thousands of christians
in full fellowship in their several denominations. Indeed, I doubt
much if we should not provoke 2 laugh were we seriously to arraign
any brother for the sin of covetousness, and scek his expulsion for that
. cause. But we will have to do this before we can purify the church,
before we can make it respectable and praise-worthy in the sight of men,
or perfect and acceptable in the eyes of God. We must cut off the
dead branches, without considering whether they bave died from this
or that cause, if we would have the tree flourish and its reots strilje
down and take'a deep hold in the Jand. Avarice is as much a sin as
fornication, or theft, or murder,. and should be as. decisively dealt with.
1 know it has been urged that is a hard matter to prove the fact of cov-

ctousness. Lo this I reply,. by, their fiuits you shall know them, We
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all know that the World is never at a loss to point out who is the ava-
ricious man, and is the church less wise than the world ? No: the
rub is not here. The eause of the Church’s inactivity is to be found
in the fact that the evilis too all-prevading-—to cut off the delinquents
would deprive the brethren of some of the main pillars of their support.
It is hard to giveso harsh a judgment, but I prefer telling the truth to
using honied words which signify nothing.

Let no one deceive himself in this matter. God is not mocked with
impunity, nor does he look upon sin with allowance. So, when you

‘hear the question asked, What is he Worth ? think not of the gew-

gaws and perishing vanities with whieh your fellow man may be dressed
out for a brief hour on this shifting stage, but ask yourself this ques-
tion— 7as he laid up treasure in heaven? IHas he made lo himself
friends of this world’s unprofilable riches, who will endovse for hem when
he passes to his final accound 7 Such wealth is imperishable.
Daxiet R. Huxpiey.
Chicago, April 27, 1857.

PHILOSOPHY OTF RELIGION.
HOW SIN GOT A START.

To give a satisfactory account of the origin of exil, to tell how sin
got a start when as yet there was not so much as one evil thought in
the Universe, is a problem that has interested our profoundest meta-
physical Doctors of Theology. To announce any new discoveries that
would aid this solution might not savor of beeoming modesty. Wheth-

" er what we are about to suggest, be in all respects a new or an old the-

ory weneed not undertake to decide ; or whether it would bear the eye
of a metaphysician we could not say, yet we will venture a few propo-
sitions which perhaps may be regarded as axiomatie, and which may
lead to the true explanation of this interesting problem. And this
declopment will be sought for, not merely for the sake of a far off, view-
less theory, but because it underlies some most interesting views of

. christianity touching sin and its punishment—just punishment—and
¢ other kindred subjects which when falrly understood may serve to jus-

tify the ways of God to men and to meet the fallacies of our crowds of
cheap unphilosophic philosophers. The following statements form a
continuous chain of truths ledding up to theé very threskhold of the difi~

.
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icalty. To build from the basis upward we say,

First. There is not, and can never be, but one Infinite Being in
the universe. Creator and ereatures comprise all things. Every crea.
ture is necessarily finite in its nature. Had God made an Infinite
Creature it would have been equal to Himself and could never have
felt the relation and dependence which a creature ought to cherish to-
ward its Maker. ¢ To us there is but one God.”

Secondly. No creature, being finile, is, of iself, equal to all its
Juture relations. The knowledge and discernment of a child are net
sufficient for its relations in after life without the guidance of some one
who knows what in youth will be for its interest in old age. It must
be taught the value of education, of good habits, and generally what to
sow in order to reap a good reward. And certainly no man, whose ex-
istence i3 destined to outrun more ages than arithmetic can number and
whose harvest depends immediately upon what he sows here, can wejl
dispense with the guidance of One whose eye scans the wkole line of -
his years and is able to show him to sow seeds of immortality. We are,
then, necessarily and by the conditions of our being unable to weigh
the whole effect of any thought, word, or deed of this life.

Thirdly, These axiomata being admitted, it follows : That every
tntelligent creature must be subjected to law—io the moral government
of God. This is for the creature’s good, for God must govern, or see
bhis creature destroyed by its own ignorance. The finger that traced the
orbits cf every planet and comet, and forbid their departure therefrom,
must have the same regard for every intelligence, or the fierce demon of
discord rummage the moral universe and convert every revolving world
into a2 wanderingstar for whom the blackness of darkness would be re~
ceived forever. We are, therefore, not arbitrarily but necessarily
placed under law, that it might keep us to virtue and consequently to
happiuess and finally lead us to heaven.

If it be asked why the Creator could not, or did not cenfer upon each
individual a sufficient gift of knowledge and wisdom to guide him
aright from infancy on through his whole existence, and thus avoid all
the blunders incident to a fallible existence ; the answer so often given
will bear repetition ; for to guard a creature by an amount of knowledge
or wisdom or any othier mental or moral qualification that will absolute-
ly forbid his sinning, would render him as involuntary and make him
as truly a machine as a steam engine whose inertia is overcome by s
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sufficient amount of steam power. Why God did not make us incapable
of sinning is clearly seen when we remember that, prior to the creation of
man, he made many creatures that could not sin, such as trees, plants,
stones 3 whales and minnows, clephants and muskrats, horses and don-
keys, fowls, inscets &e. ; but ashe wished to ereate man and thus to bring
on the higher forms of existences, giving him the capacity to understand
and be governed by a moral law, he could bub give him the power of
choice between right and wrong. An cagle can never break the ten
commandments ; a lobster can never be exposed to the punishment of
the moral law ; the cony can never fall from grace, and no man who
knows what he is asking for, would ever pray to be delivered from the
responsibilities of the moral law, for then he would differ from the
worm only as one animal differs from another. Where there can be no
blame there canbe no praise ; and praise implies merit in obedience
to a law of right.

If these principles are founded in the true philosophy of things, the
introduction of sin should excite no surprise more than the disobedi-
ence of a child, the failure of a crop, or the sinking of a ship—all are
events that, in the constitution of things, may frequently occur. What
might come to pass did come to pass ; man was made fallible because
he was made finite, and finite because he is a creature thatcould not
be equal to its Creator.* T. M.

THE BIBLE.

[The “Christian Advocate,” of Hamilton, Canada West, in a late
editorial, gives its readers the following, which the Christian Banner
must and does cordially endorse.]

The Bible reveals the being and attributes of God—his character,
his works, his dispensations of providence and grace ; and is the source
of all the knowledge we have of divine truth. It is our moral Sun, illu-
minating by its heavenly rays our darkened world, shedding a pure and
holy light upon the pathway of duty, and guiding the benighted travel-
lers of earth onward and upward to immortality. Tt is our Chart, by
which we can safely navigate life’s stormy sea, and steer ourtossed and
weather-beaten bark into the haven of eternalrest. Tt is the © Magna
Charta” of our spiritual rights, securing to us by virtue of its covenant
of grace, and its  exceeding great and precious promises,” all our re-
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ligious privileges, and all our hopes of heaven. Would men not walk
in darkacss and stumble and perish among the darkness aud stumble
and perish among the dark mountains of unbelief, let them walk in the
light of this glovious Sun—their darkness will all be dissipated @nd
their souls made light in the Lord. Would they shun the rocks, and
reefs, and shifting eurrents and fatal shoals, let them examine their
chart, take frequent and carcful observations, know their latitude and
longtitude, and the point of compass towards which their vessel is
headed. Would they not forfeit their religious rights and privileges,
and finally mss of heaven, then let them make themselves familiar with
cvery part of this sacred volume, studying and meditating therein con-
tinually, carcfully noting and diligently following all its saered tfeach-
ings. Thus it will be a lamp to their feet and a light to their path,
through all the journey of life, and a surc guide to immortality. How
is it that men—cnlightened christian men——set so little store by this
holy Book? The Bible is neglected, and this is one rcason why the
tone of christian piety is so low, and why there are so few holy men
and women in the churches. What is wanting, more than anything
else, is more Bible-religion, more Bible-reading and Bible-going ehris-
tians ; such only are the  salt of the earth” and the * light of the
world.”

A FEW QUESTIONS.

When did an attorney ever find it necessary to inform the jury that
the testimony was not the thing to be believed, but that which was re-
vealed through the testimony was what was to be believed 7 In what,
except in religion, did any man ever think it necessary to caution the
people that the truih ifself isnot what is te be belicved, that which is
made known through the truth ?  Of what possible use can such meta~
physical distinctions be to any human being?  Did any man ever be-
lieve the truth of the gospel and not believe'in him whom the truth of
the gospel sets forth? Can any man believe the word and not believe
him who uttered it? Can any man have confidence in the word and
not have confidence in him who spoke the word 2 Is there such a thing
as trusting in the word and not trusting in the author of the word?
Can any man believe the word and not believe that which is revealed
in the word? If you believe the testimony of a witness, do you not at_
the same time believe the witness and that which is communicated
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through the testimony of the witness? Can any man receive the word
the Father gave Jesus, the word Jesus gave the Apostles, and the word
which the Apostles by the Holy Spirit preached to ws, and not believe
the Father who gave the word to the Son? not believe the Son who
gave the word to the Apostles? not believe the Apostles who gave the
word tous?  Can a man confide in the word the Father gave the Son,
which the Son gave the Apo:tles and which the Apostles have given
us, and not confide in the Father, the Son, and the Apostles?
Can a man confide in Jesus and not confide in his word ?
or confide in his word and not confide in him? Can a man
confide in the Holy Spirit and not confide in his word? or confide in
his word and not confide in him ? Can a man receive the word of Jesus
and not receive Jesus?  Can any person believe the word of the Holy
Spirit and not receive the Holy Spirit ? Can any one obey the word
and not obey him who uttered.the word? Can a man follow the word
spoken by the Spirit and not follow theQSpirit ?2—B. Franklin.

THE CLASSICAL INSTITUTE :
WILLIAMSVILLE, N. Y.

A gentleman, traveling to his old residence from Ohio to Western
New York, speaks of the Institute at Williamsville in these words—

On arriving at Williamsville, N. Y., I was directed to the residence
of Thomas Munnell, President of an Institution for fhe education of
young ladlies and gentlemen, Its name I do notremember, baving lost
the Circular presented me by its President. It was vacation, so I had
no opportunity of seeing its classes or witnessing its exercises, but was
politely shown its accommodations and found the Building every way
adapted to the purposes designed. Itisbuilt on a gentle rise of ground,
is three stories high, and erowned with an Observatory ¢ommanding a
view of the neat town of Williamsville, one of the most thriving in
(<Western New York, situate eleven miles from Buffalo ; its population
intelligent and enterprising, and numbering about 2000. The internal
arrangements of the Building are excellent, combining neatness and
utility. It is warmed by a furnace and well ventilated. The faculty
of the Institution are spoken of in the highest terms—the President,
Thomas Munnell,is a graduate of Bethany College, Va.,~a gentle-
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man of ability and advantages, and every way qualified for so impor-
tant a station, not simply in a literary but in a moral point of view.
He stands high in the estimation of the community.

The aumber of students has never at any one term much exceeded
100. But it'is only necessary that this Institution, its Faculty, and
its surrounding advantages, should be known to the public, to secure
an increase of numbers threc-fold at least.

After spending some days with friends here, whose houses and hearts
are ever open to make welcome, I took leave of them inall probability
to see their faces no more this side the grave.

May peace and prosperity attend them.

) A Vistror.

AMERICAN BIBLE UNION ANNIVERSARY.

AMERICAN BIBLE UNION ROOMS
350 PBROOME STREET.

: New 0}/014; @&éyud 95&;{; £857.
" Editor of the Christian Banner:

Dzar Brorrer :—The next Anuiversary of the American Bible Union
will be held in New York, commencing Wednesday, October 'ith, 18517,
at 9 o’clock, A. M. The Sessions will be held, as usual, in the Meeting
House of the First Baptist Church, Corner of Broome and Elizabeth
Streets.

Some of the most prominent advocates of the Revision Enterpnee
. will be present and address the Union. It will be an occasion of unu-
| sual interest. DMuch time will be occupied in FRER CONFERENCE MEET-
ves, in which brief addresses are expected from all our friends. These
meetings have hitherto been seasons of great joy. Words of cheer, of
exhortation and encouragement, have been spoken by multitudes,
and made our Anniversaries rich feaststo every pious heart.

Wo hear of large numbers who intend to be with us on this occasion.
Those who propose attending the Anniversary will greatly oblige us by'-:
giving early information of their intention, as it will greatly aid us m;
making arrangements for their accommodation.

A Committee of the Board will be in attendance at the Bible Rooms,
No. 350 Broome Street, on Wednesday morning, to assign to delegates
places of accommodation during the anniversary meetings, which will
} probably extend through two days. C. A. Bucisek.
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DR. LELAND AND A PURE VERSION.

This learned theologian, (a Presbyterian, we believe) writing to a
friend, among other things, says—

Old as I am, I hope to live to see the day when such words and
phrases as © Go to now,” “in nowise,” ““God forbid,” < Ido you lo
wit,” ¢ {row,” and many similar, will not be found in good copies of
the Holy Seriptures. I also wish I may see the time when false ren-
derings, which now favor unsound doctrines, may be corrected. I el-
lude to such phrases as these : Then were all dead ; If they shall fall
gway ; end the translation of the Greek word %ai in several instances
by and when the sense requires even.

“ PERMANENT SCHISM.”

We are old-fashioned enough to believe that where the entire Chris-
tian strength of the locality is barely adequate to the support of one wor-
shiping assembly, any attempt to divide that strength, and to set up
two little churches where there ought to be only one,and where that one
might be strong, is an attempt to make a schism. If the attempt is
suceessful—if two churches are established side by side—that is what
we call “a permanent schism.”  »

If, in a given locality, Christianity is organized in the form of a.Bap—
tist church, we hold that to divide the Christian strength of that place
for the sake of setting up an Episcopalian or Presbyterian congregation
there, would be a schism. Whose fault the schism would be in that
case, is a point on which opinions will differ ; but the fact of the schism
ispatent. Even our Baptist brethren can understand this, We beg {
that we may be allowed to think and to say that & Baptist church and {
a Preshyterian charch in a place where there ought to be only one church
are 2 schism ; and that if the duality is permanent, it is ¢ a permament
schism.”

The preceding is copied from the New York Independent. The
writer appears to be 8 whole-souled man, and is doubtless elevated sev-
eral degrees above the meagreness of usual “ evangelic” liberty. We
honestly wish that he would become ¢ old-fashioned enough’ to go one
step farther and maintain in terms not to be mistaken, that two reli-
gious bodies in any locality, whatever the strength, must be regarded
ag proof that ¢ Christ” to them ©is divided.” D. 0.
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CHURCH IN WASHINGTON CITY.

August, 1857,

I have just returned from a ten days days sojourn with the good
brethren of our Capital, Washington City. Tt is to be hoped such 2
worthy few will not be forgotten by the brotherhood. In the want of
meeting house it is almost impessible to gain a hearing, especially dur-
ing the cvenings of the week. We had on both Lord’s days I was there,
Temperance Hall well filled morning and evening, but small audicnees
through the week. Among the Elders of that congregation I was
mush delighted to find one of my old companions of Bethany College,
brother Carpenter. During my stay another of their Elders, J. P.
Dickinson, was chosen by the congregation, and by the imposition of
hands and prayer was ordained to be a mivister of Christ in the public
proclamation of the truth. They greatly desire to get a comfortable
house of worship, and have resolved to makea direct appeal by agents
to the brethren for the accomplishment of an object so much desived
by many both in and out of Washington. Hundreds of Disciples during
the year pour into our Metropolis, many of whom never hear of the
church, or cannot find their place of worship. It is confidently believed
that many bretbhren will, when called upon, feel pleased to respond hon-
 orably with material aid for that church.

' T. AL

TWENTIETH OF OCTOBER, AT CINCINNATL

We extract the following paragraph from the Christian Age :

Misstoxary Cmevrar——The Anpiversary of the American Christian
Missionary Society will be beld in this city, commencing on Tuesday,
Qctober 20th. Matters of the dearest and most momentous interest to
usall, as a religiods body, are to come before this meeting, and it is
hoped that breturen and churches throughout the country will be rep-
resented, either by messengers or by letters, with their advices and do-
nations for the greatand good work of missions. Xor this purpose, we
aim to address every brother, elder or preacher to whom, this is sent, or
who may read if, in any of our publications, to induce him to bring
the matter before his congregation, read it to them and ask them to
make a contribution for the general missionary fund. No matter how
small the contribution, send it to us; or ifany congregation cannot send
anything, write to us, and pray for our missions.
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MEETING IN WAINFLEET.

A mecting of days is appointed at Wainfleet, whereof all who are in-
terested will take nutice, the announcement of which is given by the
estimable brother Bradtin the following words:

%The brethren have resolved to have a meeting, commencing Friday
before the third Lord’s day in October, and do cheerfully invite our
brethren and friends East and West, North and South to attend.”

It is expected that citker brother Munnell, of Williamsville Tnsti-
tute, N. Y., or brother Seuthmayd, of ohio,will be present at the meet-
ing, besides other laborers.

WILLIAMSVILLE ANNUAL MEETING.

According to appointment the Annual meeting for Erie Co., N. Y.,
will be held with the church of Williamsville, to commence Friday Oect.
9th—to continue four days. The presence and'labors of Eld. 1. J. Brown
and Eld. J. D. Benedictare expected. 'We most cordially invite onr
brethren and sisters of C. W. to be with us. And could not some of
the Disciples of Central N. Y. make us a visit on that occasion? A
happy and profitable season is looked for, T. M.

EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SEVEN AND EIGHT-
EEN FORTY-THREE.

Itis now a full yearly period since the beloved W. Oliphant depart-

i od this life. Though we say it, he was one of the devoted men, and

Lis memory will long be cherished by those who best knew him. In
esamining some old memorandums lately, two little books of mannseript
were discovered, one of them containing the written reflections of W.
Oliphant and the other the “reflections of D. Oliphant, when both were
young 12 years ; and we were particularly’ struck with the coincidence
that when each arrives ab the age of twenty-three, without the one
knowing what the other does, each has a special look at the past, with
comments and observations, though a period of over six years intervenes.
For the sake of presenting the departed brother’s refleetions, we con-
clude to offer both of these items of reminiscence to the friends of the
Christian Banner: the oldest first.

1837. March. Lord’s day 19th.—~To-day 1 am 23 years of age. If

=
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the end of my life is to glorify God should I not ask myself,—in what
respect have I fulfilled the design of God, my Maker? What good
have I done, during the years of my life that are past? Has my time
been taken up in contemplating the loving-kindness of the Lord; and
in doing his will?  Or have my days been few and evil ; all devoted
to the world and the flesh? Alas! TFew as my years have been, they
have been abundantly sufficient to show that by nature man goes astray
from birth after vanity. How numerous, how great have been my
privileges ; but O! how little improvement have I made! Notwith-
standing all my opportunities, I scem to know no more than if born
yesterday. O! Lord teach me so to number my days, that my heart
may be applied unto wisdom. Help me to live the period allotted to
me, in thy fear, in righteousncss and holiness of the truth. May my
- knowledge of thy character, and my love to thee, be increased day by

day. And may the knowledge of thy character teach me to honor thee,
to obey thee, to adore thee, to imitate thee, so that 1 may be perfectly
conformed to the image of the ever-blessed Jesus, who was undefiled
and separate from sinners. And when my life draws to a close, grant
that my last end may be peace. Be thou my strength in death and my
portion for evermore, and through the ages of eternity be aseribed to
thee Salvation, Glory, and Immortal Praise, by all the ransomed from
among the ruined sons of Adam. Amen.

So writes our brother in the flesh and in the Lord a few months over
twenty years ago. The other item is put down in verse, under the
words, Tuesday Evening, 24th October, 1843, thus:

Inow have lived twice tenand three full years;

Spent wise or vain—ill, well—these years have passed :

Filled up with joys or melancholy fears,

With vice or virtue,—now their mould is cast.

Tmpressive thought : reflection keen: truth sad;
Harsh lessons Time here visibly engraves !

It came—'tis gone—it sped~—'twas haste—it had
No resting-place ;—restless as occan waves.

And Time, once fled, Ah ! doesit e’er return ?

Ask not, ’tis vain :—bring back preceding years It
Earth to the skies may flit, the waters burn,

But Time, once gone, no, ne’er again appears.

How sure, how swift it flies—and yet—how slow !
Memory looks back and thinks its birth afar:
Another thought makes but a fleeting show
Of all the past, borne by a streaming car.

Haste, then, O ask, solemn, in grave research,

‘What has been all my life since life’s first dawn?
O could I with full eyes high upward perch

To see where I have been—strayn—Iled—or drawn !

0
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‘What laborsnow appear through life ? what fruit?

What treasures gain’d, grace found, or knowledge stor'd?
Mercy decide ! for Justice’ stern-eyed suit

Finds—leaves me many 3 sin to be deplor'd.

Faithful T thus would all the past review 3
Perceive my error, and lament my loss:
Confess, amend ; and virtue's path pursue,
Guiding the future by Beligion’s Cross.

My days prolong’d, if coming time be mine,
0, I do firm resolve t’ employ it wise :

Faith, Reason, Knowledge, Wisdom, fix’d Design,
Shall be within my heart—before my,pyes.

Much have I yet to Jearn, much to unlearn,
Large ign’rance, yea, rich folly still remains 5
Shall I not lessons from the Lord discern ?
My soul arise : search, Lord, my inmost reins.

Purge from me guilt—all sin—impure desire
Infuse thy Spirit, sanctify my heart:

Grant truth : give grace : plant zeal : send sacred fire >
And all the armoury of light impart.

Thence would I flourish——live—and waz in strength s
In pow’r divine and purity increase ;

More heavenly, holy, happy,—till, at length,
My days are measured, and hence close in peace.

Tenth Month, of the Forty-Third year of the Nineteenth Centary.

ONE OF THE FAMOUS IN SCOTLAND.

Brownlow North, a sporting gentleman of wealth, Edinburgh, was
recently converted, and immediately thereupon began preaching, His
pulpit efforts are mentioned as being equal to these of Mr. Spurgeon.
Vast crouds attend upon his ministry, and in some half a dozen of the
churches of Edinburgh he has been asked to officiate. Says the Edin-
burgh Express: ¢ In the history of the Scottish pulpit there has never
been such a man as Brownlow North. He is the first of his kind who

has declared for the right side in the form which his energy and zeal |

develope. 'We listened to this remarkable preacher on Sabbath even-
ing, when he preached -from the pulpit of Dr. Candlish, The church
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was crowded an hour before he began, and hundseds were unable to
procure admittance. Mr. North made his appearance in a simple Dbut
fashionable suit, such as is nsually worn by gentlemen of his class.  Ile
led the services, calmly at first, and with the utmost simplicity ; but be-
fore he had got through the first prayer his frame: became convulsed,
his bosom heaved, his hands were clinched togetber with a viece-like
tenacity, and the tears streamed over his cheeks as he implored the
blessing of God upon his labors among unconverted souls, The great
part of his lecture was addressed to backsliders. There was not much
elegance in his clocution, although it was alwaysnatural 5 and his schol-
astic knowledge was evidently far from extensive ; but, somehow, there
was that inwhat he said which infused a wonderful vitality into old say-
ings, which, in the estimation of some, have besome threadbare and
commonplace. With the preacher, many of the hearers were dissolved
in tears, and we never saw a Scottish congregation pervaded by the
same thoughtful calm when 1t arose to disperse.”

JETER’S AND LARD’S BOOKS.

One of the truly excellent men residing sowe Iittle distance from
Rochester, N. Y., says, in a recent epistle :

T have lately received brother Lard’s book in answer to Mr. Jeter’s,
I think it is a very able refutation of Mr., Jeter’s sophistrpand perver-
sions. I think Mr. Jeter himself musé repent that he ever published
his book after he reads Mr. Lard’s, whether he will own it or not. I
have read Mr. Jeter’s long ago and disapproved of it very much. It
appears you have a more favourable opinion of it. I think that when
you read brother Lard’s you will think less of Mr. Jeter’s.”

*4* Being always inclined to conviction upen reliable evidence, friend
Jeter’s volume will be less regarded so:soon as the testimony is furnish-
ed that it ought to be held at a greater discount. But it would be diffi-
cult to value the work at a lower rate than we have done : for while it has
been regarded asplausibly written and admirably calculated to subservo
party interests, as before expressed, we have looked upon it as carrying
4 with it a flood of errorand well-oiled misrepresentation. Nither through

- singular Jack of intelligence or very reprebensible wilfulness Mr. Jeter
1 has given the American world a book, which, under cover of srrareyT

N
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candor, contains as many misstatements, false issues, and unmanly
thrusts as their are pages in the volume. So we have thought, so we
now think, and so we must continue to think.

D. O.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

P. K. Dibble, cvangelist, writing to us from Canton, Ohio, says—

T have been absent from home seven weeks, during which “time I
travelled 1300 miles, preached 56 discourses, immersed 61, and added
otherwise througi the blessing of God 24 others, to the chureh of
Christ, making in all 83. '

Brethren Dibbie and Stark are now to be fellow laborers, we under-
stand, to sow the incorruptible seed in the same field 5 and may the
Ilcad of the Church bhe honored by their zeal, humility, and faithful
diligence in this grestest of all great enterprizes.

. Puaris, Illinois, Sep. 1Cth, 1857,
D:ar Bromer Ouipiiaxt:---We had a meeting in Marshall, Clark
Co., Illinois, the last days of August, and had the pleasure of gaining
26 accessions to the Church there---16 of them by confessicn and jm-
mersion, .
To-day, I have immersed 2, upon a profession of faith, near Bloom-
field. .
Yours in the Lord,
A. D. FiLryore,

Our constant friend Jason Richards, ef Rockford, Iilinois, says in a
late letter, “We had the pleasure of secing & young man of much
promyise go forward in obedience to the commands of our Lord a few

weeks ago.  There is nothing looks half so beautiful as to see 2 young |

person yield obedience to King Jesus.”

The intelligence comes to us that four persons trere immersed and
were numbered with the disciples in Cobourg last week.

(% Brother Benjamin Franklin is now the editor of the Christian
Age, Cincinnatl. The Age is a useful paper.

L |
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FILLMORE’S NEW NIGHTINGALE.

SOMETHING NEW AND ALREADY POPULAR.
This work is designed for primary instruction and practice in the
Science of Musie. A former edition (of which this is an enlargement)
has received the commendation of nearly 1000 teachers, as the best
primary text book extant, for schools.
Single copies sent, prepaid, by mail, for 40cts. 3 copies $1.
Address,
A. D. ViLivorr,
Paris, Illinois.

*.* The above work has just been reccived at this office, and from
the very commendatory words which the Press bas spoken, and from a
cursory glance at the work itself, we are strongly inclined to commend
it.

D. 0.

Aszricay Bisie UstoN.~Brother ! Sister! Friend!' the Bible
Union needs your assistance in at least three things: Your good-will,
your prayers, and your funds. Do not forget or neglect the American
Bible Union.

D. O.

Pacanisx holds sway over 670,000,000 of the present family of ths
world. All the adherents of the Christian religion—Romans, Greeks,
Orientals, Protestants—count up not quite half that number,320,600,-
000. When the Books of the Great Day shall be opered, it will be
fully disclosed whether the continuance of this pagan darkness is not
largely chargeable to partizan narrowness and partizan rivalry.

{7 The epistles in this work under the head of The AWFUL
VIEWS of the Disciples, the first, published last month, the second in |’
this issue of the Christian Banner, are struck off in a separate sheet for
free distribution. Twenty copies will be sent to any address for a quar- |-
ter of a dollar.

D. 0.




