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" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.—Peter. On this Rock I will build
my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against tt.—~The Lord Bessiah.

{FROM THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST.]

—

AN ACCOUNT OF A REMARKABLE OCCURRENCE IN A
LATE JOURNEY.—AN APOSTOLIC CHURCH.

"The following is copied from the first volume of the Christian Magazine, printed
in Edinburgh, in 1819.

Having occasion, some time ago, to travel in the county of ——, ¥
arrived, on Saturday evening, in the town of . Being a stranger,
I made enquiry of my host respecting the places of worship in the town.
He told me there were two established churches, a Burgher and an anti-
Burgher weeting, and an Episcopal chapel, and of late, said he, another
meeting has been set up, whose mode of worship is different from all
the others. I was curious to learn wherein it differed ; but he could
give me no distinct answer, only he said, that many of the town’s peo-
ple did not approve of it, though he had heard some of the graver kind
liked it very much. Next moruning I enquired where I should find the
new place of worship he had mentioned, and being directed, I repair-
ed to it—"T"wo persons whom I supposed to be the elders of the church,
soon entered.—One of them, after a short prayer, imploring the divine
presence, gave out & hymn, celebrating the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, He then read a portion of scripture from the Old Testament,
and another from the New. That from the New Testament was judi-
ciously chosen, as illustrating some part of what had been read from
the old. Having mentioned several of the members by name, who were
variously afflicted, he called on one ot the brethern to pray. He was
an aged disciple of grave appearance ; his prayer seemed to be the ef-
fusion of a heart alive to God—pluin, artless and appropriate. I was
particularly struck by the affectionate manner in which he prayed for
these distressed brethren. It reminded me of the apostle’s description
of the body of Christ, * Whether one member suffer, all the members
suffer with it.” After again uniting in praise, the elder addressed the
chureh, in terms which made such an impression on my mind, that I
believe I repeat his words almost verbatim—*1 have now,” said he,
{“brethern, to lay before you a matter peculiarly painful, it is the case
of our brother . His crime is described iu the fifth chapter of the
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Gialatians, the 19th verse. The fall of our brother, I lament to say, 18
well known to the world, and has caused the enemies of the Lord to
blaspheme. By the offence of this person, (for he did not again name
him) the church is called to deep humiliation before God. In this
mournful case, we have a striking instance of the fatal eftects of unne-
cessarity mingling with the world. 'This was the first step of his defec-
tion, and it paved the way for all that has followed. 'When first spo-
ken to on the subject, he pesitively denied it ; but has now confessed it
to me and two of the brethren.” [Here these two brethren simply at-
tested to the truth of the statement.]—Afier a short pause he proceed-
ed—¢ With the law of our Lord and Master in our hands, we can be
at 10 loss as to our duty in this case. That law is explicitly stated in
the fifth chapter of the Ist epistle to the Corinthians, from the fourth
verse to the end, (which he read). Here then, you perceive, breth-
ren, there is no alternative ; the Lord Jesus commands us, both for this
person’s good, and that of the body, to separate him from our fellow-
ship.” The church, (who I now perceived were sitting together in one
place) having signified their ronviction that this was their duty, the
elder with much solemnity said, ¢ We, then, as a chureh of Jesus
Christ, and acting by his authority, do, in obedience to his command-
ment, separate from our fellowship.” He then prayed ina
very appropriate and impressive manner, for the unhappy subject of
discipline, that-the ordinance of God which had now been attended to,
might be blessed to his soul by bringing him to repentanee—and to the
church, in leading them to watchfulness, self-abasement, and continual
dependence on the grace of Jesus.  After prayer, the 101st psalm was
sung, which formed an extremely suitable conclusion to the solemn ser-
vice. T never witnessed a scene more deeply affecting. The counte-
nance of every person present bespoke his feelings. How isit, said 1
to myself, that I have lived so long among christians, and have never,
till now, seen this plain and positive law of Jesus carried into effect
How beneficial are the laws of his kingdom! how much are they cal-
culated to promote the spiritual life of his people, and to awaken the
thoughtless and inconsiderate! The church now proceeded to—what
I afterwards understood was a stated part of their service every Lord’s
day—the observance of the Lord’s supper. The simplicity with which
the divine ordinance was attended to, was, in itself, edifying. I beheld
a representation of the unity of the body of Christ, which I never be-
fore witnessed. The words of the institution were read by one of the
elders, a few remarks were then made on the nature of the Lord’s sup-
per, and on the spirit in which it ought to be observed. He then gave
thanks; and then breaking the bread gave it to the disciples, who divi-
ded it among themselves, Having again united in thanksgiving, he
gave also the cup, and when all had drank of it, concluded with a short
exhortation, and singing an appropriate hymn. This part of the service
being closed, the elder said, * Let us now, brethren, attend to the ordi-
nance of mutual exhortation™; when some of the members spoke for
a few minutes alternately, with much simplicity, earnestness, and evi-
dent hurmbleness of mind. ‘The addresses of the brethren were, proper-
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Iy speaking, exhortations—calculated to excite to the performance of
duty, and te bear, with patience, the various sufferings of the present
life : each of them had some relation to the others, and their combined
influence was highly salutary. Is not this, said I to myself, an exhibi-
tion of what the apostle means, when he speaks of ¢ the body of Christ
edifying itself in love 1 'The exhortations of the brethren were follow-
ed by an address from one of the clders, in which he briefly recapitula-
sed the topics brought forward by the members, and enforced the duties
to which their attentien had been called. One of the brethren was
again called on to pray. After again uniting in praise, the clder, in a
short prayer, implored the divine benediction on thew services, and en-
treated the blessing of God while they attended to the fellowship of the
saints, 'The church then sat down, when a collection was .yade, and
the worship closed. The two hours which I thus spent with these dear
people, were among the happiest and most profitable I ever enjoyed
on earth. Xbless God, that unexpectedty I had an opportunity of wit-
nessing the order of a church, which commended itself to my mind, as
combining all the ends of christian association, and of which I had pre-
viously formed some idea from reading the New Testament. After an
interval the service procecded, and the time was occupied by prayer
and praise, the teaching of the elders, and the reading of the word of
God ; which last, I observed, throughout the day formed a conspicuous
part of their worship.

Being under the necessity of leaving this town early next morning,
I was very desirous of learning their history. Accordingly, when wor-
ship was over in the evening, I accosted a person whom I had noticed
among the members: * Sir,” said I, “I am a steanger in this place, and
was happily led to your place of worship to-day. Although unknown
to any of you in the face, I trust I am one with you 1 the faith and hope
of the gospel. I was very much edified with your order, and would
esteem it a great favor if you would give me some particulars of your
history.” He very kindly invited me to his house, and gave me the fol-
lowing interesting detail :—* ¥ have no doubt,” said he, * that the
motives of your enquiry are good ; I shall, thercfore, without reserve,
give you the information you request. We have met together as a
church for these six years past. The original members were intimate-
ly acquainted with one another. Each of us had, for a considerable
time, been groaning under the defects of the soceties with which we
were then connected. 'We clearly perceived that they bore none of the
features of the churches set in order by the apostles ; but we sinfully
contented ourselves with our condition. Our chief comfort, as to chris-
tian society, arose from assembling together once a-week m what is
calle? a fellowship meeting. On one of these occasions . member
spc with some freedom on the distress he felt, arising from the cause
above mentioned. This led the way to a free conversation ; and we
soon found that our distress was not that of an individual, but com-
mon to us all. 'We therefore resolved to walk together as a church in
all the ordinances and commandments of the Lord Jesus, diligently
searching the scriptures to know his will. and fervently praymg to he
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guided by him.  From that period we have assembled regularly on the
rst day ofthe week. The Lord has been pleased graciously to coun-
tenance us. Our beginning was indeed small ; we were few and despi-
sed ; but walking, as I trust, in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort
of the Holy Spirit we have been greatly multiplied. We had soon the
satisfaction of choosing two of our brethren, with whese qualifications
we were entirel satisfied, as our elders. Their labors of love have
been much blessed, and one and another has from time to time been
added to our number. Our communion commenced,” he continued,
“ in the full conviction that we were yielding obedience to the Lord
Jesus. And now we have increasing experience of the truth, of our Sa-
viour’s declaration, that if any man do his will he shall know of the
doctrine whether it be of God. 'We have no standard but the will of
our Master ; and this we find so clearly stated in the scriptures, that,
with the teachable spirit of disciples, we are in no danger of misunder-
standing it.” ¢ The brethren,” said I, ‘‘appear to have much love to
each other.”—* Yes,” he replied, “ we know the benefits of christian
fellowship, by coming together into one place on the first day of the
week, and regularly observing the ordinances of Christ, we not only get
better acquainted, but our interest in each other is greatly promoted.
If a brother or a sister be absent, they are immediately missed, and in-
quiry is made for them. Our elders know well the situation of every
individual ; and in case of distress the church is particularly informed.
Thus our sick or otherwise distressed brethren, are not neglected.—
Christian sympathy is excited,and we are stirred up to the duty of weep-
ing with those that weep. In short,” continued ke, ¢ we have convin-
cing proof of the wisdom of all the appointments of Christ, and how
eminently the observance of them is calculated to cherish and mature
every christian grace, the people of God are not aware of the loss they
sustain by neglecting any one of them.” I was much gratified,” said
I, “ by the short exhortations of the brethren to-day ; is every brother
called on to exhort in the church 7’ “Yes,” he answered, ¢ we think
the commandment to exhort one another, can be hmited no othewise,
than by a brother possessing no talent for it. It is the duty of our elders
to take care that the edification of the church be not marred ; and if a
church be composed of real disciples, abuses will rarely occur. We
have no right to make laws to ourselves ; it 13 our province to follow im-
plicitly the injunctions of our master. A few Sabbaths ago, one of our
brethren spoke on the consolations which the gospel affords to believers
under the heaviest trials, and with much feeling urged the duty of cor-
dial submission to the will of God. The advice came with peculiar im-
pression from one whose deep affliction was well known to his brethren.
Indeed, who that knows the Lord is not fitted to suggest a word in sea-
son, and how gracious is the Saviour’s appointment, that his disciples
should comfort one another with the words of truth. Individual expe-
rience thus becomes a general benefit. The Lord Jesus, my friend,
bestows gifts on his people, and every one knows that gifts are impro-
ved by exercising them.” But doesnot the singularity of your obser-
vance, draw upon you the censure of others 1" 1 believe it does;
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but,” added he, with & look of peculiar satisfuction, ¢ & (ull conviction
that we are obeying the commands of the Lord Jesus, raiscs us supe-
rior to these little obstacles. 'While we follow onr own convictions of
duty, and are thankful, that, in this highly favoured country every man
enjoys liberty to worship God according to his own conscience, we, at
the same time cherish a loving spirit towards all who truly fear God 5 we
earnestly desire the universal spread of the Gospel ; and use every means
m our power for the salvation of perishing sinners around us. [ thank-
ed this worthy mau for the free and open manner in which he talked with
me, and with much regret, bade him adieu !

Next morning I pursued my journey, but not without casting a wish-
ful eye on the spot where these disciples sojourn. The ccourrences of
tlis day I shall not soon forget. Never do I read of the churches of
the New Testament but I realise the christians at . Send forth, O
God ! thy light and thy truth, unite thy people. Thou hast indeed given
them & good law ; thy commandments concerniug all things are right.
* Thus says the Lord, I am the Lord your God, who teaches you to
profit, who leads you by the way that you should go. Oh! that you
had harkened to my commandments, then had your peace been as a
niver, and your righteousness as the waves of the sea !”'*

U S
DISCOURSE ON POSITIVE INSTITUTIONS.

BY SOHN TAFFE.

—

{Continued from page 33 )

—_—

My second proposition is, that God’s positive institvtions have ap-
peared most unlikely means to super-induce the evils, that have flowed
from the violation of them, or to sccure the good, that has resulted from
obedicnce to them.

How unlikely a thing was the eating of an apple, to entail upon the
human family death and all the ills, with which man has been visited,
since our first parents plucked down upon their guilty heads, the ven-
geance of heaven, by plucking the fruit of the prohibited tree !

Unlikely as it may seem, that violation of positive divine law, is tue
seminal principle, from which has sprung that deadly Upas, that all
bhlasting tree, that darkens both the heavens and the earth, and * rains
down plagues on men like dew, disease, death, bondage, whatever
woes we see, and worse than this, whatever woes we feel,” that pierce
our souls with all the pangs of scorpion stings.

Can you imagine a more unlikely means of obtamnmng the pardon of

* Would the churches at Jernsalem, Phillippi, &c. the models of the above be es-
teemed orthodox now ?
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sing, than through the blood of & slain beast; thatby laying a bleeding
victin upon au altar, « man should have all lus guilt removed, that
cleaves to him like his own 1dentity. Little as the means may seem
adapted to the end, yet the patriarch or the Jew, who presented his
sin offering upon God’s altar according to the divine appointment, had
the assurance of the pardon of his sins, the removal of all his guilt.

Was not circumcision a most unlikely institution to introduce a person
into the privileges and immunitics of the commonwealth of Isracl?

Was not a brazen serpent suspended upon a pole a most unhkely
remedy for the venomous bite of the fiery flying serpent, of which the
afflicted Israclites were dying?

Yet unlikely as was the remedy, if the poor perishing Israelite,
could neither move hand nor foot, but could only turn his dim eyes
feebly in their sockets, the moment they rested upon the brazen ser-
pent, the poison was &ll struck from his system. His heart that had
almost cea.ed to pulsate, again beat with its wonted vigor, and sent
the vital fluid, that had been congealing at its very fountain, in warm
and hesalthful currents, through all his veins and arteries.

‘When Moses proposed this remedy, had the poor perishing Israclites
said, why Moses will you mock our sufferings by telling us to look
upon a brazen serpent to heal the bite of the dreadful fiery flying
serpent, of which we are dying?

‘We feel the poison circulating through our system, carrying death
with it as it circulates, and will you have us to spend the brief moments
of life that may yet remain, and be employed in taking medicine, in
vainly gazing off yonder upon a brazen serpent?

‘Who, since time was born ever heard of such a cure for the bite of
a serpent? Why Moses do you think we are such very simpletons as
to believe, that looking upon biass wrought into the forin of a serpent,
can cure the bite of a snake?

Had they thus reasoned they would have proved that they had more
confidence in their own wisdom, than in the wisdom of God, and they
would have perished for their folly.

How unlikely a cure for the leprosy to dip seven times in the river
Jordan ! A little captive maid of Israel, who waited on the wife of
Naozman, a leper, captain of the hosts of the king of Syria, told her
mistress that there was a prophet in Samaria, who could cure her
lord of the leprosy.

Naaman upon receiving this information, comes with his horses and
chariot, and stands at the door of the house of Elisha. The prophet
does not even go out to salute the distinguished Syrian nobleman;
but merely sends a messenger to him, to tell him to go and washi seven
times in Jordan, and that his flesh should again come upon him, and
he should be clean. When the proud Syrian nobleman heard this,
he was offended. 'Why, says he, I thought the prophet would come
out and stand and call on the name of the Lord hi. God, and strike
his band over the place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana and
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Pharphar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of 1srael, may
1 not not wash in them and be clean?

Round he turns in a rage, aud is dushing off to Damascus ; when
he is reproved by his servants, wlho say to hun, my father, 1t the prophet
had bid you do some great thing, would you not have doneit? How
much rather then when he says to you, wash and be clean! Struck
with the common sense reasoning of his poor simple hearted servants,
he turns about, and ccmplies with the commands of the prophet. He
goes down to Jordan, and dips himself, ence, twice, thrice, four times,
five, six times, and the leprosy, that dreadful maludy that had bafiled
all the skill of physicians, still cleaves to him with all its virulence.
Had he gone away then, he had gone a rebel aud unblessed: but he
dips himself the seventh time, and as he rises from the waters the
leprosy departs, and his flesh comes upon him like that of a young
child.

I come now to the positive institution of baptism, whick is the door of
entrance into the church of Christ. It is a most unlikely ordinance
to secure the pardon of sins, for which it was instituted! Unfit as
it may seem for this purpose, Jesus says, he that believeth (the gospel)
i and 13 baptised shall be saved, not saved from temporal dangers, not
saved from the grave, but saved from his sins—pardoned. Does this
stagger you! Do you believe that, if you believe the gospel, repent of
your sins, and forsake them, and are baptised in submission to the au-
thority of the Lord Messiah, that he will pardon all your numerous
sins?  Or will you reject baptism for the remission of sins, because you
pereeive in it no adaptation to such an end? Becnuse you perceive not
the relation of cause and effect, existing between baptism and the par-
don of sins 1 Is there not as much fitness in baptism for the remission
of sins, as there was in the cluldren of Israel looking upon the brazen
serpent, to heal the bite of the fiery flying serpent, of which multitudes
of them were dying? Is there not as much fitness in baptism for he
remssion of sins, as there was i Naaman’s dipping seven times in Jor-
dan, to heal him of the leprosy, that mocked all the skill of the physi-
cians T Or as there was in the eating of an apple to entail death on
all the world’s inhabitants ? .

If there were any natural connection perceivable between baptism
and the remission of sins, it would require very httle faith to induce per-
sons to submit to it ; if there were here any naturai adaptation of means
to ends, men would be baptised from considerations drawn from the
reason and fitness of things, without any regard for the authority of the
lawgiver ; it would therefore be no test of respect either for the divine
word or the divine authority : But God would test your confidence in
his word and your respect for his authority, and therefore he commands
penitent believers to be baptised for the pardon of sins.

Many reject baptism for the remission of sins because they perceive
in it no fitness for that purpose ; but this is the very reason why God
has instituted baptism for the remission of sins ; for if there were any
natural fitness in baptism for that purpose, men might aitribute the vir-
tue to the water. Hence while some reject baptism for the pardon of
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sins, that they may obtain pardon, they do penance, or fry for weeks
on the coals uf conviction ; aud because there 13 no natural fitness
baptism to take away gins, they reject it, as not instituted fot remission
of sins, and nichname it by w.y of reproach, cold water baptism, as 1f
any pcrson supposed that mere water could wash away sins.  We have
never been quite so grevn as that, we have never held or taught any
such views.

Did the children of Isradd who looked upon the brazen serpent, be-
lieve that the mere looking upon that brazen serpent healed them of
the bite of the fiery flying serpent ?

Did Naaman when he had dipped scven times in Jordan, according
1o the direction of the prophet, and was healed of lus leprosy, suppose
that the waters of the turbid Jordan, hud washed away that dread and
loathsome disease 7 No ! in both instances they attributed the cure to
God.

The Israelites knew that the looking upon a brazen serpent could
not cure the bite of a fiery flying serpent, but they knew that God could.
Confiding in God they looked and were healed. Naaman after he had
tuken a lusson from his siinple hearted servants, knew that the waters
of Jordan could not heal his leprosy, but he knew that God could ;
rclying on God, he dipped seven times, as was healed.  Su the penitent
believer who uuderstands the Gospel, knows that baptisin cansot take
away his sins, but he knows that God can pardon them. Relying on
God’s promise, he is baptised, and all his past sins are pardoned, blot-
ted out of the book of God’s remeinbrance, to be remembered aganst
him no more forever. Gud's word is pledged for the pardon of every
penitent believer, who is baptised.

Was man cver more tsue than God ' Has God ever failed to dv what
he has promised ?

O for the faith of Naaman ! how many sovuls might be cleansed from
the dreadful leprosy of sin! O for the faith of the Israelites that were
bitten by the serpent in the wilderness, and looked upon the brazen ser-
pent that they might be healed ! how many souls might be healed of
the dreadful bite of the old serpent, the de. . ! 1 would that you had
the faith of Saul of Yarsus. Aunauias said to him, arise and be bap-
tised and wash away thy sins? Does he stop to cavil about waters
washing away sins? No! but he immediately arises and 1s bap-
tised, in submission to the authority of the Lord of Lords and King
of Kings. He was ready to do any thing that the Lord connnauded,
if he had commanded him to break a rye straw for the pardon of hu
sins, he would have submitted to the dread sovereign of the heavens and
the earth ; and so would you my friends if you had any loyalty towards
heaven’s king : if you had any respect for his word and his authority.

There is no more fitness in prayer for the forgiveness of sins thanw
baptism, yet God has told his children, if they confess their sins he is
faithful and just to forgive their sins, and to cleanse them from all un-
righteousness. ‘The sacrifice of Christ is a positive institution. 1n his
blood which was shed eighteen hundred years ago I perceive no fitness
to cleanse a guilty conscience from the pollution of sin; yet we are
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slearly’ taught by the word of God that the blogd of Christ cleanses
from all sing, : . "

It 1s the procuring eause of the remission of sing, and without it there
conld be no remiseion ; baptism administered to penitent belwevers, s
the means by which they enjoy the pardon of those sins, wluch they
committed while aliens, and confession is the means by which the ci-
tizens of Messial’s kingdom cnjoy the pardon of those sins wliich they
commit after Baptism. ' ‘ '

"T'he objections urged by many against baptism for the renission , of
sing, arise from their suppociug the remussion of sins to be somethmg
wronght in the heart, but the pardon of sins is not any thing wrotigin
in 1.~ henrt of man, but is an act passed by the Executive of the Un-
verse in the palace royal of heaven. , : ‘

A rebel against a temporal, government' cannot tell by his féelings
that the execntive has pardonct? him. Tt is only by the pardon of the
execwiive, duly authenticated, that he can be assured of p{trdol)'.

A portion of a'King’s subjcets have revolted, he issues his proclama-
tion, bearing the seal'of state and his own ruyal signature. It meets
thieé eyes of one of the rebels, he immediately complics with its ¢ndi-
tions.  Ask him if he is not afraid he will be exccuted for treason.  No
sir, says ho, here is the King’s proclamation, propasing pardon upon
certain conditions. T have compliéd with those conditions, and unless
the king deny himself, ¥ amn a pardoned men.

So man has revolted against the divine gyvernment. The great King
eterngl, immortal, and invisible, has issued his royal proclamation, bear-
ing his own diviné signature, and sealed with the braac red seal of the
blood of his Butoved son.  Ask a man who has intelligently obeyed the
ggswl, whether he is pardoned or not, and he will not'tell'you he thinks
soybeenuse at a certain time he dréamed a dream, saw a vision, heard
a voicg or had peculiar ficlings, but he will point you to heaven’s royal
proclamation. o o, ' S

e will tell you that the great kiug has issued his proclamation, bear-
ing the divine seal and inscription, propusing pardon.to his rebel sub-
jects upon the gonditions of faith, repentance, and baptist. I am ax
sured thiat this is the proclamation of the great hing himself. I know
that’ the<e fm-c its terms, and T 'know that I have complied with them.
T know that T believe the gospel with all my Tieart,‘:mil did before I Was
bapitised. "1 know that I repented, broké off froin mhy sins by righteouy-
ness, and T know that I'was buricd with Christ in baptism.. My fhith,
my repentance, and my baptism, are all matters of consciousness about
which T eanhot be mistaken ; and here is,the proclamation of the king
attesting my p:n'don‘.‘ And if T'could this moment cnter his aydience
chamber, and solicit an answer from his owpt divine lips, his worll is the
ouly evidence I could have, of my, pardon.  *

{To be é’(&inin\iéd.] ;
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ESSAYS ON MAN IM HIS PRIMITIVE STATE, AND UNDER THE PA-
TRIARCHAL, JEWISH, AND CHRISTIAN DISPENSATIONS.—NO. III.

PRIMITIVE STATE.—NO. III.

[From the Christizn Baptist ]

Apay, by his fall, lost the image of God, and thereby ceased t» be the
object of his complacent affeetion and esteem. T'o love, delight in, and
esteem, what God loves, dehghts in, and esteems; and to disapprobate
what he disapprobates, constitutes man’s moral likeness to God, and
proves him to be in his image. God cannot but Iove those who are like
him, and he cannot but dislike those whoare unlike him. His benevolent
regard towards man as his creature, even when fallen, may, and we are
assured does continue, while he is susceptible of being reconailed
him : though he cannot love with complacent affection one of the spe-
cies, until his moral image is restored.

Now man by his fall, did not lose his susceptibility of being restored
to the image of God; aor did he incur eternal death by his original trans-
gression. Yad either of these been fact his redemption had been im-
possible. Mau cannot merit eternal death unless he sin against an econ-
omy which contains within it eternal life. And had God meant by the
promise of death, in the economy under which Adam was first placed,
what we understand by eternal death; his veraeity required that Adam
must go down to eternal ruin. But neither eternal life nor eternal death
were proposed to Adam under that constitution; consequently the for-
mer could not be merited by obedience, nor the latter by disobedience.
So far we proceed upon incontrovertible fact. Itis trae, indeed, that
Adam by his fall was placed in such circumstances as it became possible
for him to become liable to eternal ruin. But what we contend for here,
is, that this was no part of the economy, nor contained either in the law
or promises under which he was placed. He lost his glory. The daz-
zling splendour of his body vanished, and he was ashamed to look at
himself ; his understanding became bewildered ; he lost the true idea ot
the similitude of God, as well as his moral image. But he neither lost
the susceptibility of being restored to the image of God, nor did he ac-
tually incur eternal death. e was therefore still worthy of the divine
benevolence, though unworthy of the divine complacency ; or, in other
words, there was still in man, in the species, as well as in the two pro-
genitors, something which moved the divine henevolence, and which
was worthy to move his compassion and kindness. This will not be
the case, it cannot be the case, with those who fall from the economy
under which we now live. For as eternal life is now promised, so is
etgrnal death ; and man ean now render himself unworthy of even the
divine benevolence, should he so sin against the divine philanthrony as
to merit eternal death. But this is in anticipation of our subject.

To return to the fall of man, all speculations apart, the facts are
these, man lost all his personal glory. The rays of glory which shone
from the face of Moses, and the angelic beauty which appeared mt the
face of Stephen, the protomariyr, were but reserrhlances of the pristine
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glory which, as the flame encompasses the burmng wick, encompassed
the persons of our illustrious progenitors.—BMan lost his mental excel-
lence and beauty as he lost Ius corporeal. The moral image of ‘God
vauished ; and the complacent favour of God departed with it.” Such
were the immediate consequences of his fall.  But besides the guilt of
sin, there is something called the power of it. It has a polluting in-
fluence. Remorse is not-the oiily feeling of which we are conscious
when we transgress.  There is shame as well as remorse, and this arises
from the pollution or defilement of sin. ’

One transgression necessarily leads to another, and the power of sin
mereases in an exact ratio with the overt acts. Let us look at some spe-
cies of transgression. Taketheft for example. Theconfirmed thiefbegan
by pilfering or purloining, perhaps, some trifle.  He is much disturbed
by this first act. In his own 'estimation, he has fallen. Heis conscious
of the wrong he has done, and feels the guilt.  But half the tempration
which induced the first act will be sufficient 1o imipel to a second ; and
half of the temptation which induced the second will induce to a third,
and so on till he becorme a habitual thief. Now the power of sin increa-
ses in the same ratio as the nced of temptution diminishes, The rea-
son why half the temptation will induce to a second act is because the
power of the first sin renders the second as much more easy to be com-
mitted, as the temptation is less than before. This dominion of sin is
amost fearful thing. For such is the awful extent to which it triumphs,
that persons who could hardly be tempted to the first sin of a certain
species, suclr as theft, drunkenness, lying, uncleanness, can at last sia,
not only without any temptation, but even run into all excess with gree-
diness.

A word or two on the punishment of sin, and we have the case fair-
ly before us. For there' is not only the guilt and the power of sin, but
there 1s the punishment also. Remorse and’shame are intimately allied
to mental pain.  Indeed, a sense of God's disapprobation nccessarily
meurs that fear which torments the guilty. But all the mental pain
wiiely siuners feel in this mortat state, though it is sometimes intolera-
bly great, is, in scripture, made but a figure, or a resemblance of that
pumishment which is inseparably annexed to it hereafiers.  But it is ne-
cessary here to observe that pain, mental, or, if you please, moral, just
as necessarily follows thie transgression of moral law, as corporeal pain
tollows the mfraction of the laws of nature. .If I thrust my finger into
the fire, or swallow a mineral or a vegetable poison, paiu as necessarily
ensues as a stone gravitates to th - centre. It is so in the spiritual sys-
ten.  When men violate any moral restraint which God has imposed
on them, pain must be the consequence by an unavoidable law of the
moral system. Men, indeed, may be morally besotted, conscience may
he scared as flesh with a hot iron, until the unhappy transgressor be-
some past feeling.—But God can, and he has said that he will, make
him feel hereafter. These hints on the guilt, power, and punishment
ot sin, are, we deem, necessaiy to scriptural views of the divine economy
towards man after his fall.

Had man actually lost the susceptibility of being remewed in the
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Buage of God, or had Le getuolly iuncunzed cternal deatl by Lis fall, 1
would haye absolutely forbade any bencvolent or merciful procedure
"9 R . 4 . g v

*owards Lig is 2 sinner.  Butagai, if God had not set on foot a gra-
Cious institution adapted to the ciccumstuuces and condition of man,
aow Jullen, and degraded, he never could by any device or act of Lis
own, haye been' restored to the divine imago and favour.  Lhese hints,
wlhich may be rendered very plain, constitute, in.our judgment, the real
yuport of the fa.ll,.yf wan, and demonstrate the true basis of the divine
ceonomy under which fallen man has existed, under the Patriarchal,
Jewish, and Christian ages, or dispensations. -

1 [}
" 'Lhe rational: of the Cluistian rcligion is founded upon the views
wliich the seriptures give of the fall of man ;.gud the reaspnablencss of
it can by fuirly and ﬁmy_de_mpnstmted on the premises now before us. |
.\ i we speak, of nan’s losing the impge of God, we iuclude under,
this phrase his loss of a correct idca of God’s image, as well as lis con-
formity to it. And here we find the fouutain of .all the idolatry ever
Fnown, on carth. Jtis almost, if not altogether, impossible for human
beings tv lose the idea of the cxistence of a first cause after it has been
in any way communicated tc the mind. But itis as casy to lose a cor-
rgef idﬁg of the moral image of God, as it is difficult to.Jose an, idea of
his exjstence. While fallen man retains an impression gr a, conviciion
of a first cause or of a divinity, and bas no correct ides of his image, he
will.natpally assimilate Lis divinity to that object which most gngages
his imagination or his strongest desires. Hence the, deification, of he-
roes, annals, vegetables, vices, or the host of heaven, according to the
ruling passion of the idelatrious. nation, tribe or individual. These,
however, arc conclusious from various premises not now laid before our
readers, which may afierwards require more attention., To eonclade
this essay ;—Mau lost by his fall his personal glory as above sleseribed 5
li¢ lost a true idea of the image of his Creator ; and the actual moral
Liheuess he bufore had to, him javith this he lost Lis favour also, and was
thereby not ouly become obuonious to all the punishment annexed to
his original transgression ; hut was, far as in lum lay, utterly disquale-
figd to regain cither, a true idea of God’s moral character, confurmity
1o him,, ur the cujoywent of his favour. Now the rational excellency
of chiristianity is, that it adops the only consistent means in the grasp
-f bumay comprehension y, restore man to the image, favor, and friend-
ship of i?od. But of this, more hereafter. '

e

THE TRUTH OF REVELATION.
(Continuéd from page 41.)

The _Jyfiragles wrought by Christ and the Apostles were so mauy, sv
Jreat, so various, and perfurnied in the presence of such vast multitudes,
that they never could have gained ercdit if they had not been truc—
Yet we find they did gain credit, and there in Jerusalem, the principal
theatre of Christ's miracles, where he was publicly crucified between
twn thicvcs, the very place where the imposture, if it was one, might be
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most easily detected, mn less than two moenths frowm lus crucitixion, we
fine' no less than five thousand people openly profess to be his diseiples.
And it chould be remeinbered that they wore not induced to make this
profession for the sake of wealth or worldly honours, because Christ had
promised them neither, but told them that they should be hated of all
men for his name-sake, and that he himself was not as well off 1n world-
ly goods as a fox ora bird. Xle told th_um,plagnly, that to be his disci-
ples would cost them gheir lives;, therefore nothing but-the clearest con-
vietion of his divine mission. conld have induced them to becone lys fol-
lowers. It is utterly impossibje for the Aposties and their associates to
have been.deceived, hecause.the things on which they rest thear testi-
wmony are matters of sense, not matters of opinion 3 besides it is impos-
sible that they should be deceived zespecting the miracles.they wrought
themselves. It is equally impossible that.they could have. been dacerv-
ers, beeause there is not one mark of deception in their characters—
T'hey always did good, and never «lid harm ; they perscvered all thewr
days in preaching and praetising the purest morality, and at last lud
dawn their lives in support of the.same. If they were impostors, 1
would enquire, what are the murks of truth-and honesty.? .

Either God.or man must.be the author of the Bible ; this-positon is
too plain to admit of dispute. And it js equally certain that 1f:men are
the authors of it, they must, be either gpod inen, or badmen. The pro-
phets and apostles who recorded the truths of the Bible, could not have
heen bad men, for the following reasons. 1. Because in their charac-
iers there is not oné trait of bad men; they never spoke nor acted wick-
edly in all their liyes, afierithey became prophets or apostles. 2. Be-
cause the histories of their lives exhibit every ¢haracteristic of good men ;
they unremittingly taught and practiscd righteousness, and iabhoured all
their days, and at last laid down their lives to support viriue. To say
they were bad men, would be an outrage on common sense ; it would
be the same as to say that very goad.men are very. bad men.

It is impossible that bad men could:have been the authors. of the
Bible, because it teaches all men to be goed, and threatens bad ones
with the wrath of God, and the torments of hell for ever and ever. If
the apostles -and prophets were impostors, they did not believe what
they predched, and if so, then undeceived, wilful impostors, must.have
invented the purest system of morals that eyer was preached.an ecarth,
denied themselves of nearly all the comforts of thas life, and voluntarily
submitted to the most ignominious and painful deaths, adl in support of
virtue ; when, at the same time, they hated it in their hearts, and did
not believe that either God or man required them to do so, or that they
would receive.the least benefit by so doing. .

It is equally clear that good men could not be the authors of the Bi-
ble; the men who wroto it constantly and uneqmvocally decldre,
they were not the authors of it, but that they only spoke and wrote
what the Lord revealed to them ; therefore, if they did not receive these
things by divine inspiration, they mast have been constantly wn the prac-
uice of lying wilfully and kuowingly, and therefore could not have been

zood men,  If then-neither had nor good .men were the authors of the
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Bible, the conclusion is irresistible, that it cannot be a human produc-
tion, but must have come from God. -

1f the cvidcnces'ofchri:tinnity, and the divine power attending it, had
not been itresistible, it could not have prevailed at the tinie, and in the
places where it was first preached.  Its author neither accommodated
the prejudicey, customs, appetites, ambition, nor worldly interest of
those to whom it was addressed, but required them to take up across
against all these things ; aud told them plainly, that unless they would
fursake parents, wives, children, houses, Jands, and even their own lives,
they should have no part in him ; while at the same time all the preju-
dices, customs, superstitions, learning, and civil authorities of thuse
countries, were arrayed against it ; so that every one knew that to pro-
fess christianity, was certain disgrace, and suftering, and almost certain
death. Yet; under all these disadvantages it trumphed ; and not by mi-
Iitary force,and in the regions of the greatest ignorance, and barbarism
as Mdhometanism did, but by the spirit of truth, and in the precincts of
science and civilization, so that in a short time it became the prevailing
religion of scientific Greece, and political Rome ; and has ever since
held its ewnpire over civilized man. There was no train of natural
causes sufficient to produce this great change in the moral condition of
mankind, but on-the contrary cvery thing in ¢he dominion of nature,
andl'in the state of society stood in opposition t6 it ; therefore to deny
that it was efiected by supernatural agency, would be the same as to
say that great effects have arisen from no cause.

If the miracles said to be wrought by Christ and the Aposiles were
false, why were they not then detected? Learning, the prejudices of
the age, numbers, and civil authority were all on the side of their ene-
miies, and if they were unpostors, nothing could have been easier, than
for those enemics to defeat them ; and by murdering Christ, ard snore
than a hundred thousand of his followers, they proved that they were
disposcd to suppress both him and his religion.

If « man should be arraigned at the bar for forgery, and his enemics
should have every advantage over him, that the enemies of Christ and
the Apostles had over thein, and when the tnal would come on, lis accu-
sers would assert that they had more thun a thousand living witnesscs
who saw him commit the crime, and then, aftcr manifesting the great-
st zeal and rancor, so completely fail to bring one proof aganst him,
cither positive or circunsstantial, that the judge would declare of him,
as Pilot did of Christ, that he found no fault in the man, surely com-
mon sense would pronounce him innocent. Simiar to this was the
trial of Jesus Christ, and if his enermies with every facility failed to con-
vict him of forgery then, how can they expect te do it now, after his
gospel has stood the test of eighteen centuries, and has always proved
stself to be the nurse of science, and the promoter of every thing that ac-
cords with the best interests of man ?

The Bible informs us that if we will repent of our sins, tahe up our
rross, and persevere in praying to God, he will gmve us s lioly spirt
to change our hearts, cleanse us from sin, and fill us with joy unspeah-
able and full of glory: and the Christians who have complied with these
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conditions, have found the promise {rue ; therefore, with them Chusu-
amty is not merely a matter of opitson ; 1t 1» a subjeet of expenenge,
aud there are among s tens of thutsauds of hung witnesses, that have
felt this supernatural change, whose hives aud couyersation corrohoraty
their testimony.

No man in the world 15 naturally disposed to luve his enemies, and to
do good to them that injure him; but all men acting wnder the wtluence
of natnre, return good tor good, and evil for evil.  Therefore this reh-
gion which teaches and disposes us to love our cnenes, and return
good for evil, must be superhuman, must be divine. T have long thought
that the gospel contains internal evidence of its own divnuty.,.

It was as impossible for thus anti-sinful guspel to oniginate from fraud.
as it is for anti-republicau prineiples to proceed from repubheamsi, or
anti-seriptural doctrines to grow out of the Bible.  That, wlueh s op-
posite to corruption, can grow out of it. That, which comes agmst
the current of eorrupt nature, chastens it, aud titina i o the path ot
rectitude, must be, above nature.

e

THE RINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

No. It

B

Present ApmxistraTion—During the personal absence of the
King, he has committed the management of this kingdom to stewards,
These were, first Apostles ; next m rank to thew, Prophets ; mext teach-
¢rs; then, assistants, or helpers ; then directors or Presidents, all fur-
nished with gifts, knowledge, and character, suited to their respective
functions. Besides these, many persous pussgssed of miraculous pow-
ers—gifts of healing and speaking foreigu languages, were empluyed in
setting up and putting w order the commuuities composing the king-
dom of heaven. Angels also were employed, and are still employed,
under the great King in mmistering to them who are heirs ol salvation.
For Jesus now, as Lord of all, has the Holy Spirit at lus disposal, and
all the angels of God ; and these are employed by him in the affarrs of
his kingdom. * '

The Apostles were Plenipotentiaries and Awbassadors for Jesus, and
a3d all authority delegated to them from the King. Hence every
fong was first taught and enjoined by them. They were the first
mwaachers, teachers, pastors, oversecrs, and winisters w the kmgdom,
and had the direction and management of all its affairs.

The communities collected and set in order by the Apostles were
called the congregations of Christ, and all 'these taken together are
sometimes called the kingdom of God. But the phrases *“Church ot
God,” or “ congregation of Christ,”. and the phrases * kingdom of hea-
ven,” or “ kingdom of God,” do not always, nor exactly rgpreseui the
same thing. The elements of the kingdom of heaven, it will be remem-
bered, are not simply its subjects, and therefare not simply the congre-
gations of disciples of Christ. ‘But as these communities possess the

*1Cor. xii.28 ; Eph. iv. 11; Heb.i. 14,  §2 Cor.iii. 4, v. 18—20.
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oracles of God, are tinder the laws and institutions of the king, antl theré
fore enjoy the blessings of the present salvation, they are-in the rccovds
of the kingdom, regarded as the only constitutional citizens of the king
vom of heaven ; and to them exclusively belongs: all the present salva-
tion.  Their king is now in Heaven, but present with thém by his Spi
rit in their hearts and in all the institutions of his kingdom.

Every immersed believer, of good behavigur, is by the constitution, a
frec and full citizen of the kingdom of heaven, and entitled to all' the
social privileges and honours of that kingdom. Such of these-qas meet
together statedly in oneplace, in obedience to the king, or his-ambissa
dors the apostles, for the observance of all the ingtitutions of the King,
compose a family, or house, or congregation of Christ ; wid all' thesc
families or congregations, thus organized, cunstitute the present king
dom of God in this world. So far the plirases kingdom of heaven and
the congregation or body of Clrist are equivalent in signification. *

Now in gathering these communities, and in setting them in order, the
Apostles had, when alive, and when dead, by their writings still have,
the sole right of legislating, orderifig, and disposing of all things. But
1t is not the will of Jesus Christ, bechuse it-is not adapted to humau
nature, uer tu the present state of his hingdom as administered in L
absence, that the Church should be guverned by a written document
alone. Hence, in every city, town, and coimtry, where the Apostle:
gathered a community by their own personal labonts, or by their assis
fants, in setting them in order, for their edificgtion, and for their useful
ness and influence in this world, they uniformly appointed eldérs or
overseers, to labor in the word and teaching, and to preside ovef the
whole affiirs of the community. To thevé also were added Deacons,
or public ministers of the congregation, who under the direction of the
overscers, were to manage all the affairs of thése individual families of
God. This the very names Bishop and Deac. , and all the qualifica
tions enjoined, fairly and fully import. "' '

But as all the citizens of the kingdom are free ‘mén under Christ, they
all have a voice in the selection of the persons whom the Apostlés ap-
polut to these offices. The Apostles still appoiat all persors so elect
ed, possessing the qualifications which they, by the Holy Spirit, pre
scribed.  And if a congregation will not elect to these offices the pers,
posscssing these qualifications ; or if by a waywardness and sclfwill,,
ness of their own, they should elect those ungualified, and thus disp..
age those marked out by the possession of those gifts ; in either case they
despise the authority of ity Ambassadors of Clrist, and must suffer fu
it. " It is, indeed, the Holy Spirit, and ot the congregations, which
creates Bishops and Deacons.  The Spirit gives the qualificationg, bott
natural and acquired, and, speaking to the congregations in thie writter
oracles, comimands their ordinhtion or appointment to the work.t

In the prescnt administration of” the kingdlom of God, faith is it
PRINCIPLE, and ordinances the sEsNs of all spiritual enjoyment—~

* Rom, xii. 4~-3; 1 Cor. xii. 27 ; Heb. iii. 6. tActs vi. 2=7. xiy. 23, xx, 17--3%
Plulip. i. 15 1 Tim. iii. 1—16; Titus, i. 5—10 ; TIeb. xiii. 7, 17 24.
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Without faith in the testimony of God, a person is without God, with-
out Christ, and without hope in the world. A Christless universe, as
respects spiritual life and joy, is the most perfect blank which fancy
‘can create.  Without farth nothing 1n the Bible can be enjoyed ; and
without it there is to man no kingdom of heaven in all the dominions
of God.

In the kingdom of nature, sense 1s the principle, and ordinances the
means of enjoyment. Without sense, or sensation, nothing in nature
can be known or enjoyed. All the creative, recuperative, and renova-
ting power, wis?’ ‘m, and goodness of God, exhibited in nature, are con-
tained in ordinances. 'The sun, moon, and stars—the clouds, the air,
the earth, the water, the seasons, day and night, are therefore denomi-
nated the ordinances of heaven, because God’s power, wisdom, and
goodness are in them, and felt by us only through them.* Now sense,
vithout the ordinances of nature, like faith, without the ordinances of
religion, would be no principle of cnjoyment ; and the ordmances of na-
ture, without sense, like the ordinances of religion, without faith, would
be no means of enjoyment. These are the unalterable decrees of God.
There is no exception to them ; and there is no reversion of them. Teo
illustrate and enforce the doctrine of this single paragraphis worthy of a
volume. The essency, the whole essence of that reformation for which
we contend, is wrapped up in this Jecree as above expressed. Ifit be
true, the g¢round on which we stund is firm and unchangeable as the
Roack of Ages; if it be false, we build upon the sand.  Reader, examine
it well !

In the kindom of heaven, faith 13 then, the principle and ordinances
the means of enjoymeut ; because all the wisdom, power, love, mercy,
compassion, or grace of God, is in the ordmances of the kingdom of
heaven ; and if all grace be in theim, it can only be enjoyed through them.
What, then under the present admimstration of the kingdom  f heaven,

re the ordinances which contain the grace of God? They are, preach-
Eng the gospel—immersion in the name of Jesus, into the name of the
"ather, and ofthe Son, and of the Holy Spirit—the reading and teach-
ng the Living Oracles—the Lord’s day—the Lord’s supper—fasting—
prayer—confession of sins—and prarse. To these may be added other
appointments of God such as exliortation, admonition, disetphne, &c:
for these also are ordinances of God ; and, indeed all statutes and com-
mandments are ordinances; I but we speak not at present of those or-
dinances which concern the good order of the kingdom, but of those
Wwhich are primary means of enjoyment. These pnmary and sacred
ordinances of the kingdom of heaven are the means of our indwidual
enjoyment of the present salvation of God.
{ Without the sun, there.is no solar influence ; without the moon, there
1s no lunar influence ; without the stars, there 1s no sidenal influence ;
bvithout clouds, there can be no rain; and without the ordinances of
ghe kingdom of heaven, there can be no heavenly mfluence exhibited
Prfelt. " There is a peculiar and distinctive influence exerted by the

Jeremish, axxi. 35,35 ; Job, xxxviii, 31—33 ; Jeremiah, xxxiit, 25. James, i, 25.
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sun, moon, and stars; yet they all give light. So in the ordinances of
the kingom of heaven—although they all agree in producing certain sim-
ilar effects on the subjects of the kingdom, there is something distinc-
tive and peculiar in each of them, so that no one of them can be sub-
stituted for another. Not one of them can be dispensed with—they are
all necessary to the full enjoyment of the reign of heaven.

In nature and in religion all the blessings of God bestowed on man
are properly classed under two heads. These may be called, for illus-
tration, antecedent and consequent. 'T'he antecedent include all those
blessings bestowed on man to prepare him for action and toinduce him to
action. The consequent are those which God bestows on man through
a course of action corresspondent to these antecedent blessings. For
example, all that God did for Adam in creating for him the earth and
all that «t contains, animal, vegetable, mineral ; in forming him in his
own image ; giving him all his physical, intellectual, and moral powers,
and in investing him with all the personal and real estate which elevated
him above all sublunary beings, were antecedent to any act of Adam ;
and these furnished him with inducements to love, honor, and obey his
creator and benefactor. Al that God did for Abraham in promises and
precepts before his obdience—all that he did for the Israelites in bring-
ing them up out of Egypt, and redeeming them from the tyranny of
Pharoah, were antecedent to the duties and observances which he en-
joined upon them, and to the privileges which he promised them. And
all the blessings which Adam, Abraham, the Isracelites enjoyed through
conformity to the institutions under which they were placed, were con-
sequent upon that state of mind and course of action which the antece-
dent favors demanded and occasioned. God never commanded any
being to do any thing but the power and motive were derived from
something God had done for him.

['To be continued.]

e ——— .

Eastrorr, July 3, 1839.
Brother Eaton,—Will you, ot sume of your correspondents, answei
the following questions :-—
1. What constitutes the worship of God ?
2. At what tnume and place must that worship be performed ?
8. Who, and who only, are true worshippers of God ? B
L. B.

My dear Brother,—Having np doubt that your queries were dictated
by your love of the truth, and your desire to promote the interests of
the Redeemer’s kingdom, by ascertaining the true worship of God;
the time, place, and manner of its performance ; and the character of
acceptable worshippers; we do the more cheerfully take our pen, in order
to spread before the readers of Tt CarisTIAN their scriptural answers.

One of the first principles by which we promised to be guided in the
conduct of this work, was, to answer important questions relating to tbe
faith and practice of christians. Another pramise that we made, was,
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that the Bible should be our only criterron by which to settle all reli-
gous controversy. Should you, or any of our friends, in the course of
our labours, furnish us with questions not to be answered from the
Book, you must not feel yourselves slighted, should we not attempt a
reply ; but, if the queries have any connexion with the conduct of a
smmner, or a disciple of the Lord Jesus, you may be assured that they
shall recerve our undivided attention.

We are much pleased with your questions on account of therr deci-
ded practical character. The discussion of such questions, although
they may for a time agitate the community, must eventually result m
good. The nquisitive, independent and honest, with such questions
hefore them, would naturally enquire—** Do I possess the charecter of
a true worshipper of God?  Am I really a worshipper of him? What
shall T do that I may worship nm 1n spirit and 1 truth 77 'With such
views and feelmgs, and the Bible in hus hands. the result can only be
salutary.—But, to the questions before us :—

1. What constitutes the worship of God?

Axswor—It s Lo serve and adore him in the way he has ordained.
But with this answer you may enquire—* And what is 1t to servs and
adore the Lord " ere we are thrown back on the first query. '

Under various dispensations there weie men who served the Lord in
that way wluch was pleasing n his sight ; they worskipped him. “Were
we hvang under that dispensation, we should endeavor to ascertain what
they did to serve and plcase lnm ; and then just wm proportion as our
conduct and character corresponded with these wortlnes, should we be
getung nearer to the standard of true worslippers. Let us see, the_m
what these men say, who spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

We have lying before us a splendid edition of Cruden’s Concordance,
and have glanced at the word “ worship™ and its derivatives, i its
various occurrences, in the Ioly Volume. You, no doubt, well remem-
her the interesting account given by Moses, (Gen. xxii.) of Abraham
offering up Isaac. In this narrative, the word worship first oceurs In
the Bible. In this, you perceive, that the service of the Lord did not
consist 1 pleasing one’s seIf; but in vbeying the wandate of Jehovah.
No doubt, Abraham had all the feclings and sympathies of a parent for
a child, when he was making preparation for his journey to Mount
Meriah, to offer up his son, his well beloved son Isaac. He did not,
however, stop to cavil or even to reason, when he was convinced thgt
it was a requirement of the only living aud and true God. Enough it
was for the good old patriarch to know, that he who had kept him all
his life long, when a stranger in an unknown land, commanded him so
to do. 'We are not informed that e waited until he began to feel a
disposition for such an act. It is not apparent that he communicated
the object of his journey to lus servant, or even to his beloved Sarah.
With his servant and his son, he journeyed near to the place appointed.
"Then said he to his servants—¢ Abide ye here—and I and the lad will
go yonder and worship.”

From this, and other facts, we learn, that in those days; and during
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the patriarchal dispensation, none worshipped the Lord acceptably, but
those who offered such sacrifices as he required ; and made confession
of their sins before him against whom they had transgressed.

Thus in the case of Cain and Abel, it is apparent that the Lord had
promised, that, should they approach him with proper sacrifices, they
would be accepted.  Abel believed the word of the Lord ; offered his
sacrifice, and was nceepted. Cain, being a tiller of the ground, consi-
dered it most convenient to sacrifice to the Lord with the fruits of the
earth. Abel worshipped in the Lord’s way, and Cain in his own.—
Cain was angry that he was rejected ; but the Lord says to him, ¢ If
thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? and if thou doest not well,
sin lieth at thy door.—Gen. iv. 7.

The above citations are sufiicient for the patriarchal dispensation.—
There can be no question concerning the manner in which men wor-
shipped, or what constituted the worship of God in those days. May the
blessing of Abel, and the rejection of Cain,be a beacon to all of us, until
the end of time, to choose the Lord’s ways, and ever fear the devices of
our own hearts, however plausible, lest like Cain we also be rejected !

Under the Mosaic dispensation, the duties and privileges of the Lord’s
people increased ; and, consequently, more was required of them, in
order to worship God acceptably. They were to follow the Lord fully ;
to be separated from all other nations and people ; to leave Egypt, and
journey to the land of promise. Certain sacrifices, feasts, fasts, and
observances, were imposed upon them, doing which, ¢ they should live
in them ;” should enjoy peculiar blessings and privileges ; but, negleet-
ing them, the displeasure of heaven should be manifested in the judg-
ments poured upon them.

While they were diligent in the performance of these duties, they
were happy, and recognized as the worshippers of God ; but when they
forsook the Y.ord, went after other Gods, and served them, then they
were called worshippers of idols—idolaters. 'To keep them in remem-
brance of their oblizations to serve the Lord at all times, they had their
daily sacrifices and their numerous institutions. One in particular let
us consider in order to get a clear idea of the genius of this dispensa-
tion. The passover was of divine appointment, to remund them that
the Lord passed over them, the night that his destroying angel cut oft
all the first-born in the land of Egypt. 'The law on this ordinance was
very positive. The soul who should neglect to eat of this, at the ap-
pointed time, ““should be cut off’ from among his people,”—Num. ix.
13. Nor less positive were the prohibitions. During the feast of un-
leavened bread, ¢ that soul, who should eat any leaven should be cut
off from the congregation of Israel.”—¥x. xii. 15—19.

Such is a small specimen of the requisitions and prohibitions of the
Lord in those days, by which they were enabled to determine what con
stituted the worship of God. You are aware that much more might be
written on this head, especially hy those who have correct views of the
typical character of the Jewish congregation, worship, ef cetere ; but
this must suffice for the present. In the essayson ¢ Man in his Primi-
tive State, and through the various dispensations,” theso subjects will
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be claborately discussed.  They are touched by a master hand, and
we have not the vawmty to suppose, that any thing that we could add
would make them appear more lummnous.

The devout, in the days of Israel’s glory, with the Psalmist would
say, * O come let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the
Lord our Maker.” But with the wise man also they were to learn,
« that he who turneth away his ear from hearing the law, lus prayer 1s
abomuation.” Thus their prayers and their sacrifices mmngled, and
they rejoiced in the goodness of God.

When thé Harbinger of our Lord Messiah made s appearance,
something additional was required. He came to prepare the way of
theLord. The questions which he seemed desirous of discussing were:
Who beheves the Messiah is coming?  Who will pledge themselves to
be ready for his appearing? Prepare a way for the Lord—a high road
in the desert for our God! I am not he—I am sent before him. Iam
not worthy to untie his shoe strings ! I baptise you in (Gr. en) water—
he shall baptise you in the Holy Spirit and fire—bring forth fruits of
repentance !

Those who believed in the coming of the Messiah, and repented,
(reformed) were baptised in Jordan, confessing their sins. This was
preparing a people for the Lord. Who now are constituted worship-
pers of God 1 Answer.—Those who not only hear what Moses has
said ; but also lend an ear to John’s instruction. Some did not thus
act, and of such the Saviour said—¢ The Pharnisees and Lawyers re-
jected the counsel of God against themselves, not beimg baptised of him.”
Luke, vii. 30. 'While, on the other hand, the “ publicans justified God,
being baptised with the baptism of John,”—verse 29.

After the resurrection of the Saviour, those who adhered to him, be-
lieving this glorious event, were the materials for the begmning of s
church, and at that time were the true worsluppers. To these, the three
thousand were added on the day of Pestecost.  We have many reasons
for believing that many who came to John’s baptism, rejected the Mes-
stab before bis erucifixion ; for even the disciples of the Lord, (those
too, who were under hi> immediate instructions,) sometime before his
death, ¢ went back, and walked no more with him.”—John,vi. If this
was the case with those who had become Ais disciples, what are we to
think of the followers of John !

From the above, and many other circumstances, we are led to the con-
clusion, that those, the number of whose names together, were about
one hundred and twenty, constituted the only true worshippers in Jeru-
salem, at that time.

You, my dear Brother, need not be informed that those persons who
first form a government, are not usually subjected to the same acts to
constitute them legal citizens, as those who subsequently desire to enjoy
that privilege. This, however, is not the place to show the difference
between the disciples of John and the Lord, siuce the christian dispen-
<ation began. That subject must be the theme of another article, at
** some more counvenient season.”

We have noticed the character of worshippers previous to the Chris-
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tran era.  Now, as a wotshipper of God in the days of Abraham could
wbt continue 1 the favor of Gud afier the Law was gnen on Mount
Sinai, without confornity .o that, so the Jew, under the law of Moses,
howeyver pious, could not be considered a true worshipper of the Lord,
after the glorification of the Lord Jesus Chnst, without submission to
his authonty.  Fven Nicodemus was taught that he should be born
again of water and spirit, betore he could enter the kingdom of heaven.
The >ubsequeut constitution alway s comvieted thuse under the previous
of a want of conformity to the Lord, because the dispensations of hea-
ven have always been advancing.

The Apostle Paul, in the 7th chap. Romans, personifying a Jew, from
the patriarchal dispensation down to the proclamation of good tidings
to cvery creature, says, ‘ When the commandment came, sin revived,
and I died.” 'Phie Jow in Egypt might covet lus neighbour’s goods—
have strong desire Jor mauy things coutrary to the law of God, and feel
no coilemmation—not be convinced of sin ; but when from Sinar’s
flannng top Jehoval proclauns, * Thou shalt not covet,” then a con-
scisusness of his previous desires, arrays his sins before him—he dies !
Tience Paal says, I should not have known that strong desire was
sin, if the law had not said, thou shalt not covet.” *

A new dispensation presented new acts of obedience ; new motives :
and blessings, more glorious, suspended upon entive submission to the
Lord. The Saviour said to his disciples just before his departure, ¢ You
believe in God, believe also in me.””  Iere there was an additional fact
to be believed, v1z. The divine character and mission of the Lord Jesus
Christ.  After he avose from the dead, and ascended to glory, more
objects of faith were presented, and conduct corresponding thereunto, in
order for a preparction to constitute an individual a worshipper of Ged
under the christian cconomny. Faith, repentance, and baptism, were
procl=imed as the conditions of discipleslup.  What now constitutes the
worsuip of God?  To answer this, all of our previous remarks were
designed to pave the way. With those who recognise the scriptures as
the only rule of faith and practice, we shall soon settle the question.—
Remember. we now have to do with, those who are in the kingdom of
the Lord—the Church of Christ. None will dispute the position—that
the churches set in order, and governed by the Apostles, in person, were
truc worshippers of the Lord. And how did they worship? What
constituted their worship? 'This question is plainly answered mn their
history ; recorded by Luke, Acts, 1i. 42: ¢ And they continued stead-
fastly in the Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in prayers.” This, then, we are assured, was their church or con-
gregational worship. 1. The Apostles’ doctrine—learnmg of them.
Hearing, viva voce, from them while they were present ; und in ther
absence reading their testimonies and epistles, and thus seeking to be-
come acquainted with all the will of the Lord. 2. Fellowship, (trans-
lated sometimes contribution and distribution). Making provision for
the necessities of the Saints.  Thus 1n the above Acts of worship, in

" Macmght's version
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the one they showed their love and respect fur the Loid, by obeymng s
Apostles ; and to each other, by comnbutiug to their various wants.
3. Breaking of bread—or, more properly, breaking the loafj—thus, obey-
ing that command of their Lord—* Do this in remembrance of me.”
4. Prayers—"The Apostles taught the diseiples to pray. They conu-
nued steadfastly also in prayers. Their assemblies were not called
tagether—the church did not meet in its congregational cupacity for one
of these alone, or for part of them, but for all.  Let us notice very par-
ticularly this fact, viz. That which constituted the worslip of the first
assembly of christians—the Jerusalem congregation—the mother church
i« that which constitutes the worship of all christian congregations since
that time. 'This church was desigued to be the pattern. Here the
gospel was first announced to individuals all over the then known world.
When persecution raged against them, they were agam scattered through
the whole country, and soon became mewmbers of other congregations
From this fact, who can doubt that the above order of worship became
that of all the other churches. The disciples would say to an innova-
tor—This was our order when the {Joly Twelve assembled with us in
Jerusalem, and this order of worsinp must continue.

There is not an intimation of the church coming together on the first
day of the week but for this purpose. "These acts of worship are not
spoken of as extraordinary—as that which was to be attended to once
m four, thirteen, or twenty-six weeks ; but they, says the Apostle, con-
tinued * steadfastly,” (sometimes rendered unremittingly,) in these acts
of worship. Thesc acts of devotion, then, constituted the outward wor-
ship of God. With contrite hiearts, possessing the spirit o the Lord, they
were perfect worshippers. We are under the same dispensation. These
things must be attended to now, or the worship of God is uet performed.
Let it be distinetly understood that by every argument that you, my dear
Brother, can present to disprove the necessity of attending on all of the
above duties every Lord’s day, by the same arguments we can show,
that it is not necessary for christians to meet on every first day to hear
preaching, or to attend to what 1s or.marily called * the worship of
God.”  All of these duties, and the public worship of the Lord every
first day of the week, stand or fall together !

We have much more to write on this subjeet, but our little Christian
can hold no more at prescnt. The other questions chall be noticed in
our next, the Lord willing.

In the mean time let us think of the Inst oceurrence of the word wor
skip in the New Testament. The angel said to Juhn, when about to
pay him divine honours—* See thon do 1t not,”—¢* Worship God.”

That which an individual has uppermost in his affections, 1s the objeet
which he most devoutly worships.  If we think more of the sayings and
doings of men, than of the Lord and s word, then we are idolaters.—
IThere are as many 1dolaters now as ever there were!  Some worship
itheir gold and silver, and many worship themselves! How large &
nuinber of professors, who never pray in their families, or retire from
fthe business of the world to spend five minutes in sceret prayer. 1If they
idart up a petition occasionally, it will be in consequence of affliction,
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sichhess, o fear of death.  Such pay the preachers to pray and worship
tivd for them. They call singing the worship of God, and hire the un
godly, the profane, the drunkard, and infide], to sing praises to God for
them wlile they ““worship™ in profound silence aud reverential awe !
From such worship and worshippers, ¢ Good Lord deliver us!”
Your’s, in the best of bonds, Ebpitor.
S

[FROM THL CHRISTIAY KEEPSAKE.]

FHE DYING BOY.
BY MRS. LARNED, OF PROVIDENCE.

t The fullowmng hnes were wntten after reading an accuunt of the death of a young
mother and three children, from the iuhuuman neglect of the husband and father —
The wife was taken suddenly ill, and left alene with her little ones, while her hus-
band went o procure a physiuan, and other needful assistance, the nearest house
being over two miles distant, bat he forgot everything, save his own depraved ap-
petite, becawe drusik before duing bis errand, remained so for a week, and on his
retarn found them all dead. ¥t s supposed thatthe mother died soonafter the birth
of her child, and that the buy struggled longest—that in trying to soothe his capi
ring sister, he sank down from weahitess beside hor, and culﬁd not at last release
himself from her grasp.]

O, mother dear ! my lips are dry, Can’t I be dead too, mother, say ?
And Bessy’s hands are cold ;— I'm sure 'tis very lonesome here—

Mother, dear Mother ! help me nigh Is heaven a very great long way ?
Yonr bosom—surely you can hold And ‘s our father waiting there ?

Your I: le boy, I will not cry,
Nor ask again for drink or bread,
if you will only let me hie
Upon your breast and hold my head.

U'm tired now, and caunot go,
And the bright sun does blind me so :—
Oh. shat your eyes, dear mother, do'
And let me love to gaze on you.

Oh, mother ! cali your little boy How can you see us lying thus,
To your bedside—he’ll try to cranl, On this iced floor—our feet so cold ?
You said I was your only joy, Once you would fondly run to us,
Your darling Henry, and your all . And round us both the blankets fold

Aund then youlooked and screamed out so—
“Boy ! to your cruel father go.

Why do you weep aud wail te me?
Fly ! fly ! I've nothiug here for thee ™

I'm falling—O, the room turns round '—
1 cannot see you now ;—but hark '

I hear a soft and pleasant sound;
Perhaps it is the little lark.

Don't stare so on me, mother dear, I love such sounds as these to hear,
I'm still—though Bessy will not sur ' And it is dark no longer now ;

And she’s too cold to lie so near-- Dear hittle girls with wings are near,
O, why don't father come to her ” And they are siniling on me too.

Poor Bessy cried herself to sleep ;
I wish I could—but when I try,
My hds won't shut—aud always keep
Wide open on your staring eye'

0, 'us their songs so swecet and clear—
I think I hear them them softly say,
Dear children, stay no longer here;—
Come, come with us,we’lllead the way—
Mother' how can you lie so still, It must be heaven where they dwell:
With e dead baby in your arms? I come !—1 come '—MMother, farewe!l!
Who did the little dear one kill ?
You said "twas now safe from ali harms—

* L » » * * * L]
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