The Sower

A GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
REGENT COLLEGE-CAREY HALL LIBRARY

Erth A

VOL. L

In the morning sow thy sced,
And in the evening withhold not thine hand,
For thou knowest not whethershall prosper, either this or that

Or whether they both shall be ulike good.
Ecel. xi. 6.

Toronto:
BIBLE AND TRACT DEPOT,
8 GERRARD STREET EAST,
1891




_ e W W W T W W OW O MO0V ReRRASRSEAA R




.CONTENTS.

— el @ Qo

N )
Page.

A Man Not at Peans With €30od......ce0eese0tssceses . 9
A Bolemn Occuranc® seee... o: covesesscas sesne seee 18
B HMIDE PINOS  icvssrcrsirosnnsiii Sedsves RTITRT: |
A Guilty, Weal and Helpless Worm ......... cessene 28
A Ful! Confession of Faith in Christ...... ..... vesess’ B9
And the Door was Shut ..., .. . seseei sresceeecee 82
BRNRIVY TH &ssoseassnnsesihsssese Gosbiesessenencne . 38
L T L T L T sovees . WP
& NN BoUssee ves v epsaie sebsEvine seidine csecse 49
S T S A, Soo e ne nny Li® oo ix 108
B CORBIION, o vses i capierisnninssunasbnssoras 64
Are You a Burdened Weary One .....ovvue aeees vice 81
And 1 Saw a Great White Throne..... .vvvveecen eess 138
N Word 108 Txoudied Bonls. .. cessevssssssrvsnssassss 162
(‘ast on the Mercy of the Court .. .....u o.un séeesies 28
Condemned Already ..vece vevvenennes T e £2
Christless Religion. ..., S P R A S4 58 Eva 139
Come, for all Things are Now Rcuuy PP TP Ay 173
Do Xon Hope this 1 TRSY. . coviadiaviss suvisonsntd +
OP Daiar MalI . ¢ ciiiitivianivaansensiviseninibobe 30
TR RSP B S S 55
DIRDEH OE DBOIEY o i oo s i680n vad o ivsnas eumanosedons 95
Delivered From Bondage ............ SR IR R R EE 98
I S AR g UL 50
EVONY IO oo v isc05 505 08 PR s S Dy o 85
T e o PR I RGP S . 90
RO L8 i cvvinns vihon s ingvres bl iV KR i 114
Fragments, 16, 31, 32, 47, 68, 71, 72, 74, 80, 84, 92, 93, 112,
................. .. 116, 141, 143, 154, 160, 189

Fierce was the Wild Billow.... .................... 158




CONTENTS, Page.

PSP RN CIRon of Ul . o4 sas v 00006000083 hoEsenirdnsabby 174
tiod Chone to Bond JesuB.cocc . cossssvces o sosncsses 1
Gone but not Lost....coeeesscesscssscssccssssssssnce 13
tiod’s Work in the Soul........ BEVE TR ARSI AS 7
God's Righteousness....... 05000000 ssse SobaoNENNS 129
BIRREEIE BR15 155000 s e s Vs WG TEATOR S SO BB EARRS 169
How Does Your Case Stand? ..vee coveccees cevcecns 41
He That Hath Ears to Hear, Let Him Hear .......... 75
aavon or Hell csssvssvanisisosni cssossvals O Gy ‘113
He Died For Me..csisiisissnissivassivnsssnsaponns 117
Have You Peace With God? « co.vceeanciarosssisnes 168
BE WRRH0r Me. Lvion-sabhissuanisiepsansborssopnags 42’
I Will Give You Rest ..... R P T vy l
i Thou Bhalt Confess ...eo0sssnesssssssissetasssnsios 132
[ Heard The Voice of Jesus Say......ocevvinnnnas seee 148
R e s R VAT SR AR HS SRS T IRE S S5 160
I Need No Other Argument..... ccovvieese sovecoces 176
SRR BB L AW (sssssvmesavsnssncapsensgusissuni buie 27
John III, 16........ T T T oo gt gy AP b8
IRAb AL AM oo consaessesane linssrens 3o sessssees 110
g T e TR~ S P s 27
BRI a0 caanmnaiawvase e oenepase S PP S 45
Make Bure of Chris cesscscisee scsesnoss. ssssvosens 102
Nothing To Do icevceeccose cosssscssee ViEvesune wane 20
Now Is The Day of Salvation......ceevevese Sip Aesai ;. 93
Not All The Gold seeevsesios sissnsvosssnass ssnsvee, S8
O Sinner ! Here is God’s Thought About You ........ 4
Oh! I Have Been at The Brink of The Grave ........ 161
Oh! Tisas Wondrous Tale cecisssnsvnvosrsosnsss o BBT
Preaching Peace by Jesus Christ ........co00uene eees 106
PBRO8 . s a0t essransiassctesashns « BEIS PSS soressune 136
RoalLy .icovovossonccncesssrsssesvensne govsdsseme . 65
RO0OBOIIMA «csissovvoncsssiincanes sonstssssnsssee o 1S
Repentance ........ cececcvessscnsoncassscssesnene 125
Rejected Convictions.......eovenneervsnierincoannns, 142
Rendingof the Veil ............cccovciiiienrnnnancas 178
Stop: That is Utterly repulsivetoMe................ 34

B0 TR s it SR A G e ke s . T4

R e N N e N R R R



age. CONTENTS. Page.
174 Stand Back . oeeiiivaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s cene I

Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted....... seanss.sinassie LB
Saved by Grace '..... eiseves cesnsessnee 146
Saw His Glory and .\pake of Hnu ....... AR sibenee 100
129 This Man Receiveth Sinners ......eec00eivevececocss 1
169 The Great Physician ...... . easensies tecesescecscess B
The Spoiled Picture ............. sesesssseccssss voss B
The Love of Christ Constraineth Us.....coovvvieennns 10
113 The Convertion of G, Ve We .ccsvssvsscioce T > B

True Repentance. ......... saRipbensasnsyrasun oy BB
168 TS KON TOWL o s i niosnissonss RPN SR o W

i This is What I Want ..... PR eees 48
Thine Alas ! A Lost Condition ...ccevuvee veees 2eee 48

1 The Convicted Actress covveeveeesees SRR RS L COe NS 52
14 The Blood of Christ .......... R Spp— saseves R
160 The Woman which was a Sinner .........ce00uuen. . 59

176 Taken ot His Word o oesesnssnissnsssesnsn ssesrve . 69
This the Ransomed Sinners’ Story............. svsesen f
The Cross..ccese. sosepeas serbEassEIEIsIIIS 1o enee DU
10 The Entrance of Thy Words Giveth Light ............ 86
A VVaE I8 PHAE. o oo vnonssconnis SoaTARN Ve ES seneiw Y
The Salvation of God .......... Sressisesnsvese seuee 88
1€2 The Death of Christ .cccoeveocece cecrsscrcsescesess 89
Time Enough .coseeseccccene sonens ssssssscscsccces W
The Bidden Guests . ......c.cov0aees sessescnssssse 97
22 The Insensibility of Sin........... soees sesvecssssese 107

1 The Saviour’s Appeal ......... resespesessss ssevsessss 111
The Star of B thlehem .......ovvvueen... sosssesssans 120
Three Things ...... e ss e coepiapesnsvevEienansse 10D
Three Scriptures for Smneru cossesessusses essnssnsas 180
IR TN WRFR sienssannssnns, snsussrvessevsssss wise 107
The Red Sea. ....... sevsisasnsassssssssssnesesssenss 144
They Slept Away Their Opportunity sosssssscesresss 108

RRD.BIonk0f W00 TINNE - o« s koin b amyorsantsssEEees a 159
This Too will Pass -\wuy ..... SRR AN A e s PR i |
To a Little Child............. Dol e R P P L 184
WO LORRBIREL BIOVAIRE «s.s.c a6 2. vis iasha v s o000 s 0N TS 188




' CONTENTS,

We Heor the Words of LOVE w.uuevusussees neeesanes
Which do you putin Front.......coovvuiiiiiiiniinns
‘Written in Heaven......... P L S s
Which seeevececscees 8 St Buibam i kS AR SRR 96
. When we were Enemies ....veuviinees .. IRy e 155
What Must I Dotobe Saved...... ...ooviinnncnenss 181

el




THE SOWER.

P> O e e

. 181 “THIS MAN RECEIVETH SINNERS.”

“This man veceiveth sinners;”
“This man "—and who was he?

Beneath a servant’s humble form,
“God manifest ™ we see,

“This man receiveth sinners ;”
My soul put in thy claim,

For surely thou must own that this
Alone ean be thy name,

“This man receiveth sinners ;"
Sweet thought for such as we !

For then He will not cast wme out,
All filthy though I be,

“This man receivetly sinners ;" °
Yeu, bids them freely eome:
He meets the prodigal half-way,
And safely guides him home,

GOD CHOSE TO SEND JESUS, :
S1 )ME little time ago, after the conelusion of one

“of Mr. Brownlow North’s addvesses in Edin-
burgh, a young man came into the room where
lie was receiving persons anxious for private conver.
sation, and said to him, *“I have heard you preach three
times, sir, and T neither care for you nor your preach-
ing unless you ean tell me why did God permit sin.”




THE SOWER.

"4 1 will do that with pleasure,” was the immediate
veply,—* Because He elose i1,

The young man, apparently taken by surprise, stood
speechless ; and My, North again veplied, “ Because
He ehose it ; and,” added he, “if you continue to
question and cavil at God's dealings, and vainly puffed
up by your earnal mind, strive to be wise above what
is written, I will tell you somcthing more that God
will doy—He il soine day put yow into Lellpire, Tt
is vain for vou fo strive with your Maker—-you éan-
not vesist Him ; and neither your opinion of His deal-
ings, nor your blasphemous expression of thew, will
in the least lessen the pain of your everlasting damna-
tion, which, I again tell you, will most certainly be
| your portion if you go on in your present spirit.
, There were such questioners as you in 8t, Paul's time,

and how did .the apostle answer them ! ¢ Nay, but O

wan, who acl thow that vepliest against God'?

The young man here interrupted Mr. North, and
. sgaid, “l1s thepre such a text as that in the Bible !”
“ Yes, there is,” was the reply, *in the ninth chap-

ter of the Romans ; and T recommend you to go home

and read that chapter: and after you have read it,
and seen there how God claims for Himself the right
to do whatever He chooses,” without permitting the
) thing formed to say to Him that formed it, * Why
. hast Thou made me thus!’ remember that, besides

permitting sin, there is another thing God has chosen

| to do—God chose to send Jesus. Of His own free and
sovereign grace, God gave His only begotten Son fo

die for sinners in their stead —in their place : so that,
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GOD CHOSE TO SEND JESUS, K

ediate though they are sinners, and have done things worthy

of death, not one of them shall ever be cast into hell
', stood for his sins who will accept Jesus as his only Saviour,
and believe in Him, and vest in His Word, I have
no time to say more to you now : others arve waiting
to see me. o home, attend to what I have told you,
and may God the Haoly Spirit Iess it for Jesus Christ's
sake.”

This conversation took place on Sunday evening,
On the following Friday, Mr, North was sitting in a

Secause
nue to
‘pufied
e what
at God
10 ]‘
nt Cilne
is deal- friend’s dvawing-room, when the servant announced
w, will that a young man wanted to speak to him,  On being
shown up stairs, he said, Do you remember me b
“No."  * Do you nol remember the young man who
on Sunday night asked you to tell him ¢ why did God
permit sin 1" # Yes, perfectly ™ #Well, sirv, T am
that young man 3 and you said that God permitted
sin /;m'tulm' II! vhose I'/, :Illtl You l(il(l me to
and read the ninth chapter of Romans ; aund also tha¢
God chose o send Jesus to die for such sinners as |
1 chap- am ; and T did, sir, what you told me, and afterwards
I fell down at God's feet and .’lSk("(l Him to forgive
my sins, because Jesus died for me, and He did :
and now I am happy

Taunna-
nly be
spirit.
s time,
y hut O
vo home
h, and
lible 1"

o home
ead it
e right oh ! so happy sir; and though

ng the W the devil still comes sometimes to tempt me with my

* Why

old thoughts, and to ask me what reason 1 have to
besides

think God has forgiven me, T have always managed
chosen to get him away by telling him that T do not want
ree and
Non to

y that,

to judge things by my own reason, but by God’s Word,
and that the only reason why I know I am forgiven,
is, that 7or Christ’s sale, God chooses to pardon we.”




THE SOWER.

The changed expression of the young man’s coun 1
tenance was quite sufficient to account for Mr. Spi
North’s not knowing him again, It was radiant hre
with joy and peace.

Dear veader, the girst lossor a poor sinner has to -
learn, is to trust in the Lord, and not to his own un o
derstanding : to trust God not only for what he does lll“..
understand, and for what /= explained, but for what i
he does not understand, and for what is xof explained. oy
This is faith, and such faith honors God and saves T
the soul,  This is veceiving the kingdom of God as a pr
little child ; and let us ever remember that it is writ oo
ten (and the Scripture cannot be hroken), that unless m‘m
we receive the kingdom of Gad as a little child, we e
shall in no wise enter thevein., e

plete

It

“DO YOU HOPE THIS IS TRUE!” Mix

has y

O.\'E who had been brought to know forgiveness 8 God.

of sins by faith in Jesus Christ, was speaking distr

o A young perso hose conscience had been them
aroused, and with the W f God in her hand was

showing her that assurance ot salvation is the blessed N

privilege of every believer, when they were joined by most

a third person, who said to the anxious one * You happ!

must hope.” i But, Mr. ——" said  the lady, hath

“surely it is more than a hope.” s

« What can it be besides a hope.” Him,

“Well,” said she, holding up her Bible, *du you ».\'pirii

18 (GGoy

hope this is true e
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DO YOU HOPE THIS IS TURK ! 7 5]

There was no reply, for that Bible said, ¢ the
Spirit itself beareth witness with onr spirit that we
are the chilaren of God,”

“Little children, let no man deceive vou,” let not
Ratan defraud you of part of your inheritance ; it is
the will of Giod that yvou should rejoice in Christ
“with joy unspeakable and tfull of glory ;™ but this
you cannot know without ecommitting yourselves
wholly and unveservedly to Him.  When your soul is
gwved you may have before vou that bright and
blessed hope of the salvation of your body at the
coming of the Lord, but 1o go on through life in uncey:
tainty as to your soul’s salvation is to miss the peace
and rest of soul which a knowledge of Christ’s com-

pleted work wmust surely give,

[t vou have been translated into the kingdom of
His dear Son, how can you discredit thie grace which
has placed you there hy doubting the faithfulness of
God.  Away with doubt ; away with suspicion and
distrust.  He is able to keep to the nttermost all
them that put their trust in Hiw. .

Now, you may have the company of Christ in a
most blessed way hy faith : now vou may begin the
happiness which is yours for eternity : for though eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man
conceived what He has in store for them that love

Him, yet He has revealed them to us now hy His

Spirvit——*all is yours, and ye are Christ’'s and Christ
is God’s.
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THE GREAT PHYSICIAN,
Tur Sinver's Cry.

“ Lord be werciful unto me : heal my soul; for |

have sinned against Thee,—(Ps, xii. 4).

“God be merciful to me a sinner,”—(Luke xviii.
13).
Tur Lorn's Rerry.

“T am the Lorn that healeth thee,”—(Fx. xv, 26,

< ¢ Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him,
Npeak the word only, and my servant shall be
healed.”—¢Mat. viii, 7').

“Why eateth your Master with publicans and sin-
ners ! But when Jesus heard that, He said unto
them, They that be whole need not a physician, but
they that ave sick, . . . I am not come to call the
righteous, hut sinners to repentance,”~—(Mat, ix. 11
to 13,

“ 1 will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord.”
—(Jer, Xxx. i7.) :

Tur Lorn's Reamisss ro HeaL, ‘i
¢

“ And He received them, and spake unto them of
the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need
of healing.— (Luke ix. 11).

“ He hath sent Me to heal the broken-hearted.”
(Luke iv. 18),
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THE GREAT PHYSICIAN, ]

““He went on frowardly in the way of his heart
I have seen his ways, and will heal him : I will lead
him also, and restore eomforts unto him and to his
wmourners, . . . Peace, peace to him that is afar off]
and to him that s near, saith the Lorp; and I will
heal him, " Is, vii, 17 to 19).

s Jesus of Nazaveth ... went about doing wood,
and healing all that were oppressed with the devil.”
(Acts x, :;S.)

“1 wound and T heal : neither is there any that
can deliver out of my hand.”—(Deut. xxxii, 39),

HEALING AccoMpLIsIED.,

“ He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our
peace was upon Him; and wirn His stripes WE
ARE HEALED. —(Is. liii. 5).

“ He sent out His word, and healed them, and
delivered them from their destructions,”—(Ps, xvii,

20), .

“ Unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of
righteousness arise with healing in His wings,”-—
(Mal. v, ii).

“ Bless the Lorp, O my soul, and forget not all
His benefits: who forgiveth avnn thine iniquities ;
who healeth aun thy diseases,”—(Ps, ¢iii. 2, 3),

“0 Logp my God, I eried unte thee, and Thou
hast healed me,”-—(Ps, xxx. 2).
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THE SPOILED PICTURE.

CELEBRATED painter was emploved to
paint a fresce in 8t. Peter's at Rome, and a

lofty scaffold was ervected for lim to work on,

The painting went on until the figures and the general
design of the piece hegan to be apparent, and by
those who were admitted to see it, the work was
greatly admired,

One 1‘:!)‘ the arvtist was so envvossed in his \\m-l\'.,
and so desivous to place himself in a position to be
able to grasp the subject, that he did not notice how

dangerously near he was getting to the edge of his

scaffold. Step after step he was going backwards,

until, just as a raised foot would have taken him-

over, precipitating him a frightful distance to the
stone floor below, a friend who was near the picture
happening to notice him, in an instant spoiled his
picture hy dashing something against it which he had
in his hand.  The enraged artist rushed forward and
was then shown the dreadful death he had escaped. ,

And is this not what God is"doing continually with

-earnest souls, who ignorant of the perfect work which

the Lord Jesus has secomplished, and anxious to
commend themselves to God, are intently occupied
with what appears to them to be beautiful works.
And how often God i merey comes in and spoils the
picture.  How many poor souls are so husy about good
works that they never think of the Lord Jesus, and
that the Bible says, *there is no other name under

heaven given among men wherehy we may be saved,”
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A MAN NOT AT PEACE WITH GOD, Y

only at last to meet a destruction of which they cer-
‘tainly were warned.

You may be painting pictures, even of the Lord
Himself, as many of these artists were doing, aud
have no acquaintance with Him at all, )

“ And, have I nothing to do, no work,” ves, surely
you have ; *this is the work of God, that ye believe
on Him whom He hath sent.”

A MAN NOT AT PEACE WITH GOD.
ONCE met a wman who told me that he had never
1 injured any one, and had never done any wrong,
and was not waorse than others were; but this man
was a man at peace with HIMSELF, and not at all at
peace with GODL Do you, also, as this man, speak of
having a good heart 7 If o, it is because vou have
never heen, by faith, into the presence of God ; and
vour thought from morning till night is how van can
please vourself or others vather than God,  Ave you
at peace with YOURSELIEF or at peace with GOD ?
Have you nwo Saviour, no Jesus ! ¢ For there is none
other name under heaven given among men whereby
we must be saved,”  “This is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all ;ll'i’(‘lll-‘l“ﬂll. that Christ Jesus came into
the world to SAVE sinners,”  Da you happen to say,
*Oh, you make ont the gospel to be too easy 77 Was
it easy for Christ, who went into judgment, that He
“should taste death for every man!”  Is it an EASY.
thing for YOU to take your place as a SINNER,
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and to judge SIN 7« For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God,”  * It is the blood that
maketh an atonement” for, the soul,”  “ For other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ,” “Tn whom we have redemption throngh
his blood, the forgiveness of sins.”

1f you, in this world, rvefuse Christ, Christ miust
deny you; as He has said, “He that denieth me s

fore men shall be denied hefore the angels of God.”

THE LOVE OF CHRIST CONSTRAINETH US,

OW all important it is to have a rvight spring
of action! Duties may be done, services

performed, a life may be spent—conscientiously
spent— in endeavours to he usetul : what is called ve-
* ligion may be attended to with regularity and devot.
edness, and yet the spring which alone can give value
to these things wmay be wanting, That spring is the
love of Christ, Without this, all duties, services,
exertions, will be found rubbish in the coming day of
the Lovd—works that will he burnt up. . For the
spring of action is everything. * Man looketh at the
outward appearance, but God looketh at the heart.”
(1 Sam. xvi, 7.) If that be unchanged, untouched by
His blessed grace in Christ, none of its fruits can be
acceptable to Him, however fair they may appear to
other eyes. or even to our own, There is but one
motive which can sanctify our services, and that mo-
tive the apostle gives us heve, “The love of Christ
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THE LOVE OF CHRINT CONSTAINETH US. 11

constraineth us.”  Not his love #o Christ, but Chyist's
love to Lim, was the thought before his mind.  This,
once apprehended, became his ruling principle.  He
had been a poor, dead sinner, as were all the yvace of
Adam—dead in the worst. sense of the word - dead
spiritually-——dead to God ; and a dead thing can yield
3.)
“ Their throat is an apen sepulehre,” "The soul within

nothing but corruption, as it is said, (Rowm. iii, 1

is dead, and the stench of its corruption issuesthrough
the lips. “Their tongue and their doings are against
the Lord.” (Isaiah iii, &) Such had Paul been, and
such arve thousands tow ; they have a zeal for God,
are earnest in the cause of what tln'l\' eall I'd'li}_":llll.
but are strangers tor the love of Christ.  Wanting
this, they are wanting evervthing that is rveally val-
uiable in the eves of God,  For what is it that /ol

’

values ! Is it not His precious Son?  And what is

it that the poor sinner, who has been taught of Him,

esteems beyond all else !

Is it not the sane blessed
object the adorable Son of God ! For what 1s seen
in Him? Love, unspeakable, eternal love, to the
ouilty, lost, and vuined sons of men. Love so rich,
so full, so vast, as to lead Him out from that glory
which He had with His Father before the world was,
to become a man of sorrows down here --poor, de-
spised, rejected—not having where to lay His head,
though He was the Maker and Lord of all; yea, a
love so (h't'll, 8o compassionate, as to lead Him to
endure the bitter, shameful,  and accursed death of
the cross, that He might save, pardon, bless, and lift
up from the depths of everlasting ruin and perdition,
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a countless multitude of sinners, washing them from
all their guilt in His most precious blood, thus freely
Justifying them from every charge, and giving them
a standing Yefore God in righteousness, which is unto
ally and wpon all them that befiere.  (Row, iii, 22.)
For God hath made 7w to be sii for us, who knew
ne sin, that we (who were nothing but sin) might be
made the vighteousness of God in Him. (.’ Cor, v, .’l)
Every poor, beliveing sinmer can say this—.Jesus ismy
righteousness —His Hlood has atoned for me. His,
finished work—His one offering —has completed wy
salvation,  In His death and resurrection my rve.
demption is accomplished.  This has given me perfect
peace with Gad,  The love of Christ constraineth me
to live no longer to wmyselror /o myself,  Henceforth
my life is /s who loved me and gave Himself for me,
Dear veader, is this your ease 7 Have you believed
and do you love the blessed Son of God! Then
happy, truly happy, is your lot.  Go on your way
rejoicing.  Triumph “ever in Him who triumphed
over sin, and death and hell for you ; who saved you
by His cross, and who ever lives to guard you by
His power. You may have tribulation here—you
must expect it—but /u i you have always peace.
Cleave closely then to Hiw, and get wmore deeply
acquainted with His love —ponder much upon His
sufferings - dwell in spirit near His eross. Yet a
little while and you will see Him as He is.  Then
you will be like Him.  "Bhen your joy shall be full,
Does any reader fear that he or she has no interest
souls

in the love of Christ ! There are many fearful
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GONE BUT NOT LOLT, 13

that are exceeding precious to Him,  Go to Him and
prove His love, He waits to be gracious to poor,
trembling sinners, Such arve ‘neited to seek His
face, His words ave—* Come unto me,” (Matt. xi, 28,)
“ Him that cometh to me T will {n wo wise cost out,”
(John vi, 37.)

“« GONE, BUT NOT LONT,”
J UNT above the Highlands, the Hudson is widened

into what is ealled Newburgh Bay ; it is a
beautiful expanse of water, resting against the hills,
as it it had gathered itself up for strength before
it burst away through the mountain barriers into the
sea.  On the eastern shove, as it slopes towards the
bay, is a church and churchyard, as delightfully
planted for prospect as any on the banks ot this
viver. It was in this graveyard that T first met, on
a tomb-stone, the inteription that stands at the head
of these lines, and the scene and the associations ren-
der the mention of the ¢ircumstance suitable,

“(one, but not lost.” Tt was the tribute of
affection and  faith,  ft expressed, in simple but
wraphic words, the sad truth that one was gone ; and

also the sublime assurance, that the departed was not

lost.

Was it o fact ? I confess it startled me at first,

A few months since, and the one whose grave 1 was

~ standing by, had lived and moved, and filled perhaps

uno little space in a wide circle of friends. But the

place was now vacant : the body bad been seen to
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fail day by day—death finished the work ; the grave
covered it up : the worms had their prey. And not
lost ! not lost ! 1 reasoned a moment before Teould be
satistied that the epitaph was not (like most epitaphs)

mere rhetorie,

A broad and beautiful stremn was before me,  Tts,

waters were volling silently but steadily on towards
the mighty sea, They are here— they are gone--never,
never to return, Arve llu"\' lost ! ]‘;\q'l'}' \Il'U]I is
there, as pure and perennial as when T saw it gliding
at my feet,

A white-sailed vessel wits just entering the gap of
the Highlands ; the summer breeze freshened and
bore it out of view, It was gone, but it was not Jost,

The star that “melts away into the light of heaven’
when the brighter sun rises on the world, or the star
that goes down behind the western hills, or the sun
itself that sets in glory, is gone 3 but to shine again
with equal or brighter lustre,  Tvis not lost.  Not a
ray of its living light has perished,

A holy man, in the early ages of the world, walked

with God and “was not “-—for God took him. He -

was gone.  The place that knew him once, knew him
no more,  But he was not lost,  He lived. He yet
lives,

A certain prophet of the Lord was walking with
another whom he tenderly loved ; and suddenly there
“ appeared a chariot of five, and horses of fire, and
parted them both asunder ; and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he
cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and
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grave the hovses thereot,  And he saw him wo wore”  He
d not was gone, hut not lost,

ild be
.‘ll>||,\_)

A disconsolate female eame to the wrave of her

best beloved friend, and as she saw that His ln‘m-iun\

. remains were gone, she cried, “ They have taken
Its, away my Lovd, and I know not where they have laid
wards him.,” She thought in her sorrow, as most of the

ever, bereaved are wont to think, that she had Zost her all :

op s when one stood before her and said, * Mary,” and the
iding Jjoy of life from the dead burst in rapture on her soul,

It was the voice of her beloved, She had found her
(]» Uf

Dand

Lord, He was gone, but not lost,

This was a natural, if not a profitable train of
lost. thought. A believer writes this inscription over the
wen’ ashes of a departed saint.  Day by day disease wears

star away the tabernacle of clay : by-and-by death dashes

L sun in pieces the * golden bowl,” and the wheel at the
igain cistern stands still.  But the freed spirit starts into

ot a new existence before the eternal throne, and like an

angel of light leaps in gladness and glory unutterable
lked

He * diamond mine is found a clod of earth that contains

and inconceivable, And is that saint Jost! 1In a
him agem of great price. It is taken from him that
- yet found it, and polished for him who owns the mine
and all its gems ; and now it sparkles on the bhosom
with of the queen, or shines radiantly in the royal coronet.
- Is that jewel lost 2~ And if the Monarch of the Uni-
and verse could find, in the darkness of this lower world,
W
l he we count them lost, when He makes up His jewels,
and and takes them to Himself? If He should send for

here

gems that infinite skill can polish for His use, shall
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these little ones that are this moment l:lll:llin: in'the
imnocence of their young hearts at my feet, and set
them as stars in His crown, shall T break my heart
with vrief, as if my children were Jost /7 So |':|.\ Son

Ferso u‘l[. |4l~]\|‘l| i ]'Ii"!lll \\]nn:u l met alter lnll'_‘

separation, * How many childven have vou!™  “Two
¢ 14',‘ -;|i1[ ]11" ";HHI one i heaven,” He would not
reckon lost the one first found and saved. “< Wils

vicht,  Of such is the kingdom

Thev who die in Christ e not. lost, Tln-_\ live
and rejoice sround the throne of God and of the
[ammb, Then ¢ weep ve not for the dead,” as though
they were lost,  They are safe where danger, disease
(.)'4'0';”'] will never I'O‘;N"I them, In the ]|n|n- of a
jo ful resurrection, commit their ashes to their kin

dred dust, and write over thew, “Gaone, but not lost

For God so loved the world that He wave His
ouly begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him

should not ln-ri\h, but have eternal life,

For God sent not the Son into the world to judge
the world, but that the world should be saved through

Hin.

He that believeth on Him is not judged ; he that

believeth not hath been judged already, bhecause he

hath not believad on the name of the only begotten

Non ||f ‘;n(l.

-. Ill




