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Schoolof Elocutionand Physical Tr
N, Siaw, KA., Principal
F. H. TORRINGTON, Musical Director,

12 and 14 Pembroke 81, Toronto

«NOW OPEN.«

FALL TERM
IN THE# » |

Central Business
College rononro

Enter any tin Ten Teachers

ning

Sixty Typewriting Machines. Unex- & |

celled facilities for assisting

rivduates

to positions.

WRITE FOR CALENDAR.

W. H. SHAW, PrincipaL
Yonge and Gerrard Sts, - .

Toronto

ALBERT GOLLEGE *%:~

Nusiness School Founded 1877,

Practical and thorongh.  Five complete courses,
uates occupying important places as
s and shorthand reporters,
nd tuition for10 weeks
e, 8

i also an o
At in Shorthand in con
o teachers in the litorary
The high
llege is a guarantee of

penman, and . spec
tatfendine
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‘AL II\JHL I

Alma College

Twentieth Year Opens Sept, 10th,
A Residential School for Young
Women. 888 80858 588 58 58 8 58
¥ University and '
Art, Elocution, Busin
als, M, wstruction, Health
eare. Write for illustratod catalogy

Rev. R. 1. Warner, m.A. |

PRINCIPAL
ST. THOMAS - - - . . ONTARIO
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{TURDAY NIGHT BULDING
228 Adelude St W
TORONTO

{ thieves Hying from jus

E CANADIAN
His Greatest Tribute.

The late Lord Shafetshury said he felt more
honored by a little girl who asked him to
aeross a4 crowded London street,
kind,"” than by all the

plaudits of the great

A Practical Philanthropist.

Some years ago when the
St. Paul's struck the h
might have
with a lantern

great elock of
ur of midnight there
n seen a tall thin gentleman
1+ his hand and one or tw
assistants going in and out of the arches of
Holborn - Viaduet, London, where  were
gathered the viff-ratf of the great o
and
I'his wan goes fro
group and while wany fle
gathers by morning

little hoys. nogroup to
from him he

thirty or forty hungry

| ragged children, and having fed and elothed

them, he tells them of Jesus Christ.  And so
he spends his nights, robbing himself of
sleep.  His friends remonstrate, but he

answers, ** My heart is breaking for my p

| boys

Wha is this man He has in his veins the
bluest blood of the British avistoeracy He
is the Earl of Shafteshury, who leaves his
palace at the west end, to burrow amid the
filth and squalor of the recesses of Holborn
Viad that he may find the boys whom he
i for Christ's sake.

“As Others See Us.”

The October number of Tae CANADIAN
Erworti Era is the brightest sample of a
church paper yet produced in the Dominion
Besides a mass of selected matter of excellent
quality, there are contributions from sixty
seven different persons upon subjects which
they are fully qualifiel to discuss. Only
those who have attempted something of the
kind can appreciate the achievement. The
editor is to be congratulated to Evn-
ing News.

Shaftesbury and the Donkey.

Lord Shaftesbury delighted in telling of |

the funny things ‘which had happened to
him, and perhaps the most comieal of all was
when the costermongers of East London and
their friends desired to make him a it
It was to be kept a profound secret. The

““eosters " with the
Coster's Hall. It was a g
platform was occupied by
men who had been invited

veeasion, The
adies and gentle-
In the course of

for.  Over a thousand |
friends assembled in |

EPWORTH ERA.

the evening a very handsome donkey wils led |

onto the platform and formally presented to

« to appreciate the pathos as well
as the humor of the oceasion, it must be
known that costermongers in London depend
for their living on the donkeys that draw
their carts, and no present from costers could
have so much genuine pathetic signiticance,
Putting his arm round the animal’s neck,
Lord Shafteshury returned thanks in a short
speech, from which the following words may
be extracted © “ When T ha

away

| from this life, 1 desire to have no more said

of me than that 1 have done my duty, as the

I¥ her hostess does her own work the girl

guest who is thoughtful may iroperly give u
helping hand in washing the dishes, or dust
ing the parlor, but this help must be tact-
fully offered and not intrusively urged ; some

women are averse to assistance from their

guests. —July Ladies' Home Journal,

Novesnex, 1000
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Total Abstinence from
Intoxicating Liquors

Tends to longevity. Those who are
kely to live longest should pay

st for their life insurance, The )

Temperance
~ General

LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY

Recogniges this fact, and gives total
abstainers the advantage of lower
without profits) rates than any
other Company, or separate classifi
cation for profits, It has the lar

gst body of total abstainers classed

by themselves of any Company in

America,
o

HON. G. W. ROSS, President,
H. SUTHERLAND, Managing Director.
-
HEAD OFFICE

“@lobe’’ Building, Toronto,
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DON'T
YOU

KNOW

that time has a way of

flying? Before you know
it, Christmas will be here,
and on that day you in
tend to make somebody
happy with an appro
priate gift. Now our

Catalogue of

Watches, Diamonds,
Silverwara,
Novelties, Etc.,

offers many suggestions,

and informs you the

prices,

wnanm mamm, and try Mail Ovdering

Send for a copy

AMAAAAAAAA

fimbrose Kent & Sons, Limied

MANUFACTURING JEWELERS

156 Yonge St. .TORONTO,
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$4.60 worth of Books for $2.00

in the Epworth League Read-

ing Course of this year. s s
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A. C. CREWS,

Vol. I,
OUR PAPER,

HE circulation of last month's Ep
WORTH ERA was alittle over 13,000,
which is about the figure our regu

lar subscription list should touch. This
could easily be accomplished if the Leag
uers throughout the Dominion would
take hold of the matter earnestly, The
paper is published primarily in their in
terests, and to them we mainly look for
support. Many have done nobly, while
others have rendered little or no assist-
ance. It certainly is not too much to
ask that an earnest effort be made in
cvery League to secure new subseribers,
It goes without saying that all the
officers at least should be supplied with
& paper which will keep them informed
on League topics, and which will let them
know what other societies are doing, At
the present time there are even some
presidents whose names are not on our
subscription list, They cannot be as
efficient in the discharge of their duties
as they would be if they had the oppor-
tunity of reading a Jjournal like this,
Let the first of their determinations for
the coming year be to wheel into line as
regular readers of the Ena,

A SPECIAL OFFER,

All new subscribers, whose names are
received during the month of November,
will have the December number mailed
to them, in addition to getting the Era
for the whole of 1901, We do not offer
any premiums, being determined that the
paper must stand or fall on its own
merits,  During the coming year we are
planning to publish a better paper than
ever, and every new subscriber secured
will help to dothis,

TO OBTAIN NEW SUBSCRIBERS

is not by any means a difficult matter,
if it is undertaken in the right way, Let
the president of the League, or the pas-
tor take a copy of the paper to one of
the meetings, and show it to the mem-
bers. Take a little time to thoroughly
explain what it contains, and mention
the different departments which are con-
ducted. It will also be a goud plan to
have those who are already subscribers
testify briefly as to the benefits they have
received from the paper.  Follow this,
by opening a subscription list upon the
“pot, and let every member bo asked per
sonally to subscribe,  Absent members
should be interviewed afterwards,  This
vork should be placed in the hands of
the corresponding secretary, or some other
cnergetic person appointed for the pur-
pose.  As

A SMALL REMUNERATION

t the individual who gets up the club,
‘e will send one copy of the Era free,
tor every five subscriptions which may

Editor, o,

TORONTO, NOVEMBER, 1900,

If five names are sent with
50 cents each, we will send six papers,
and for ten names two extra copies will
be given, The papers may be wailed to
one address, or to the individual sub

seribers, as desired. In canvassing do
not fail to give

be obtained

THE OLDER PEOPLE

an opportunity to subseribe, Many of
them are just w aiting for someone to ask
them to give their names, and others
would become interested if they knew of
the many good things which the Ega
contains for old as well as young. It has
often been said that we do not want any
lines of division between the young and
the old elements of the church, The best
way to avoid this is to get the senior

part of the membership interested in
what the young folks are doing, and

readi- g about their work, It might be
a good plan to divide up the membership
of the League and congregation into see-
tions, and give one to each committee to
canvass,

PERSONAL WORK

will surely bring success. Do not be sat
isfied with merely making an announce
ment at the meetings, but go from house
to house, and talk up the paper. If this
work is thoroughly done the result will
astonish everybody. Some of our country
leagues have ‘shown what can be accom-
plished by earnest effort, Several of
them have succeeded in putting the
name of every one of their members upon
our subscription list. What has been
done in one place can be done in another,
Let the campaign commence at once, and
continue throughout the rest of the year.

SILENT GROWTH.
DU not think that nothing is happening

because you do not see yourself grow,

or hear the whirr of the machinery,

All great things grow woiselessly. You can
see a mushroom grow, but never a child
« « « The higher the structure, the slower
the growth. ~ The lowest forms of animal
life develop in an hour ; the next above
these reach maturity in 1y ; those
er still take weeks or months to per
fect ; but the few at the top demand the
long experiment of vears,  If a child and
an ape are born on the same day, the ape
will be in full possession of its faculties
and doing the active work of life before
the child has left its cradle, . . Founda
tions which have to bear the weight of
an eternal life must be surely laid.
Character is to wear forever ; who will
wonder or grudge that it cannot be de
veloped in a day ! To await the growing
of a soul, nevertheless, is an almost divine
act of faith, How pardonable, surely,
the inpatience of deformity with itseif,
of ﬂcansciou1|ych-xpicul»lecharucler, stand-

D—

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher,

No. 11,

ing before Christ, wondering, yearning,
hungering to be like that Yetone must
trust the process fearlessly, and without
misgiving.  The * Lord the Spirit " will
do his part. — Drummond,

HELP FOR DAILY LIVING,

UR need of God's help for the ting
of the petty vexations and the minor
trials of our every day life is as real

as it is for the supremest struggle of our
being in th dl conflict with the arch
enemy  of And as to the
relative measure of God's POwer requisite
for our aiding, who shall say what is
much, or what is little, for God to do?
God is as ready to aid us in one time of
need as in another, We can depend
upon him alike when to us our require
ments seem great or seem small He
He who will help us in our dying will
help us also in our daily living. He
knows your need. It seems to you that
no one can know it, it is so vast. He
knows it better than you do yourself,
The multitude of your own aspirations
Are not present to you, are lost to you,
but he has caught them all in his own
vessel and will see to it that all are duly
fulfilled.  Ho knows your need, your
bodily and your social need, your intel
lectual need, your spiritual need, your
need to-day, your need yesterday and
your need tomorrow. And he knows it
that he may supply it. George Bowen.

souls

Tu proof which these people who had
seen Christ and followed him, gave that
they had really found him, was that they
went and tried to bring others to him.
They said to their kinsfolk and acquaint.
“We have found the Messias i
have found Jesus.,” Ah ! you have
never truly found Jesus if youdo not tell
others about him. You know how children
act, and we ought to be children in all
things before God. [f a little child in its
rambles were to find honey, and its broth
ers and sisters woere all around, 1 feel
certain that it would give such acry after
1t had first sucked its own fingers that all
of them would soon be plunging their
hands into the honey too Thou hust
never tasted its sweetness if it has not
made thee cry, * Come hither : way the
ever such joy as this ! Was there o
such delight, such rapture as this |7 Iy js
the instinct of true children of God to
desire to fetch in others to taste and see
that the Lord is good, to share in the
bliss unspeakable which is alr ady their
own.— Spurgeon

A Cnristiay, when he makes a good
profession, should be sure to make his
profession good. It is sad to see many
walk in the dark themselves who carry a
lantern for others.— Pecker.
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THE YOSEMITE.

BY HEV. MANLY BENSON, D.1
N the year 1851 this we rful va
I was " discovered.  The wers
Captain Bolix it the head of about
thirty volur ' rsuit of some u
friendly rered the can
Ihere ar 1 from San Frar
co to t ey. Our part nad
hoice of entering vin Stockton, part rail
part st wnd tinally, following th
tra he  mountains, twenty-five
1 th
Onal mor male ar
1) uh famed  valley Knight
Ferry is reached about noon, where we

are furnished with a fresh relay of hors

On fly our steeds over hills and thro

valleys. Hill and da mountain and
valley, rippling brooks and rushing tor
rents are passed in quick succession
Down deep in an abyss at our left runs

2,000 feet deep, through
o and flash
ing in its downward career, the Tuolumne
River

of immense sugar pines. Here they stand

a canyon above

which may be traced, sparklir
Suddenly we drive into a grove

from six to eleven feet in diameter, and
run up as straight as a mast from sixty
ix to one hundred feet. No underbrush
among them ; you may drive your coach
and four anywhere, in fact our driver
frequently went careering through “ short
cuts " in this forest
At Hodgens Station we begin our last
stage of the 109 miles from Stockvon by
taking to the saddle for our final twenty
five miles. Leaving behind us the coach
road we strike the mountain trail, and
proceed on horseback, A few miles along
we dismount among the

““big trees " of
the Tuolumne grove

We had looked upon Douglas pines in
British Columbia 300 feet high, and from
eight to fifteen feet in diameter, but here
are trees, not towers of brick and wortar
reared by architects’ skill, but living
trees | from thirty-five to 102 feet in cir
cumfe:

nee and from twenty to thirty
five in diameter ! One of these wonders
in the Mariposa grove, lying on its side
and hollowed out by fire, has been ridden
ty on horseback 153 feet,
and, then as one has said, * turn to the
right and ride out of a knothole ! Re
mounting our faithful mustangs we push

into by a |

on over the mountains, and about 4 pm,
reach the top of the wonderful Yosemite

I'o stand upon this mountain he
and look down three fourths of a mile
into this valley of wonders is not an easy
thing to do. There lay the far-famed
Yosemite in all its length and breadth,
hemmed in on all sides by precipitous

walls of solid granite towering alofi three
thousand feet. No gateway to let us in
Now that we have climbed these walls
how are we to get down into the valley
below g

T'his is a good observation point
let use it a little before descending by
the tortuou ag, bridle path to the
beneath us.  Running the eve
the mountain range to the right, an
immense is seen which seems to

Ylose up in the distance, but this is an
appearance only, made by a sharp angle
in the ravine. Turning to the left the
)_nn_v\\uh‘ns1||ln:la'.\ll)l\X|.[hv-unl_\ull|||lnl

CANADIAN EPWORTH

a valle plain n out
the I

the plains 3,000 feo {

are Cathedral Rock 700 fee wk of
the Al e hem een Sentinel
Peak, 3,270 feet high, it mmit piercing
the wl At ft is El Capitan
the pride of tl 1,300 feet in the

ok downward, and now
g through a megalethoseope

w, forest und lake, river
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child of ambition, has planted its foc
the crag, and ha ging on by a hu
arms has climbed those stormy sumn
Mosses of all hues hang round the

ing waters At the foot of yon gre
rock, the ferns are waving their plu
while the teees; rich in color and t
bend to kiss the river, that in its j

laughing on to the sea.  This valley

about 150 miles in a straight line f
Nan Franeisco, [ts altitude above the
is 4,000 feet, Itis some fifteen miles
and from one to one mile and a half w
About 8,480 acres lie nestling here

tween these rock-walls,  Our first wa

THE YOEEMITE VALLEY.

and  waterfall, whi ong the entir
ength of the va anders the beauti
ful Mereed River wrse of vihich car
be easily traced as it winds in and out

umong the verdant trees. Below us also
lies Mitror Lake, whose limpid, placid
bosom reflects with faultless accuracy the
objects around it and the heavens above
it.  Oh what a picture of nature set in a
frame of God's own making, “ the moun
tains round about.”

Once in the valley and you seem shut
out from the rush and roar of the world's
industries, and shut in to think of nature,
self, and God.  Here beauty has put on
her lovely garments, and men yield to
her enchantments. How charming the
place ! Lichens, y and yellow, cling
to the rock-cliffs—the glosss ivy, like a

fall, as we wend our way through this
enchanted spot, is the “ Pohono,” or
English, the Bridal Veil Fall, 940 feet in
height, falling in folds, and snowy fleeces
of vapor, framed by the winds into a thin
gouze-like fabric of spotless whiteness,
tucked and frilled by rills of water, which
hold their continuity—then, gracefully,
as maiden awlorned for her bridal, gathers
up its beautiful mantle, flounced, frin ed
and sparkling with diamonds, lets it 2!l
upon the rocks at our feet, a thing of
rare and exquisite beauty !

ide on up the valley old El
When
half a mile away it hangs over our tiil,

wns down upon us.

he
nes
li
Gin
the
1
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I then after half an hour's ride, we
aned only abreast of it. Down the
s of this warder of the Yosemi fed

melting snows, little rivulets and cas

les are formed and may be seen wind

g down the dizzy height for 3,000 feet
unding by our trail El ( Apitan, the
ining of the mighty Yosemite Fall i
wrd, and in a few minutes is seen, in
its grandeur A curve in the bridle
th brings us face to face with thi

Hnrling, roaring, leaping torrent pring

£ as from the vaulted, | i

1e sky, 2
el above us, and falling with a cras

thunder at our feet
This fall is divided into three parts or
isions, which you do not notice until

first
s a clear \.-41, of 1,000 feet, the sec
i a fall of 436 feet, and the third, 600
ot

u give it closer inspection. The

From the crest of yonder mountain
1ere comes the falling flood

Punctual as day, unheeding life or ,
death,

Wasting the granite rock, with
ceaseless throe.

Remorseless, strong, resistle 58, rest
ing never

s come on, the flood comes

T'he f

on forever

Striking, as with a master'’s
touch, notes of grandest harmony,
whose music fills the air, while
the refrain falls upon our ears,

Men may come and men may go,

But I'go on forever,”

There came, born in a day,
from storm and flood, that which
will continue the wonder of the
ages, the Yosemite Fall,

Standing about midway in the
valley and looking in a southwes
terly direction, towering above
us may be seen the “Three
Graces,” 3,750 feet high, also
“Cathedral Rocks,” 2,670 feet
Across the valley aro the “Thwee
Brothers, playing leap-frog in
the air 4,000 feet. Down on
the

north side runs up the
th Dome ” 3,750 feet. On
the south side is “Mount Star
King” 5,000 feet, and lastly in
the distance, *Cloud’s Rest,”
6,450 feet above where we stand
In this article, 1 can only
mention “ Pi-wy-ack,” or Vernal Fall, the
Indian name signifying “a cataract of
diamonds,” 350 feet high, or by con
tinuing up the Merced Canyon,and climb
what is called “the ladde point
to you Nevada Fall, 700 feet in
height,
Standing amid earth’s scenes of loveli
ess and beauty, feeling the pulses of her
» ean man, dare man say there is no
God ! Walking the husy streets of our
crowed cities, pushing our way through
the busy marts of commerce, we might
as truthfully say, “ there is no man !

Here are towering rugged mountains,
Uranite rocks all scarred and gray,
Nature’s altars whence her incense
Floats in wreaths of mists away.

Lovely valley, can I paint thee,

With thy scenery wild and grand ?
o, ‘twould take a magic pencil

And divine must be the hand,”

rananoque, Ont,

GOD'S CHARIOT WHEELS,

BY R, WALTER WHRIGHT, »
Thy y p i
HIS in the rich imagery of the
Hebrew t trach f thy
chariot  wheels  flow b rich
I'he King dri forth seat

hand, thr

entire  vear He maket)

chariot, he walketh upon thy
of the wind, Thro ) eree
chill of the frost, the blackness and the

bitterness of the winter storm, the shive
of March, the fickleness April, the
resurrection days of May, the flowery

splendor of June, the scorching heat of
July, the ripening suns of August, the
mellow richness of September, the
wutumnal gold of October, down the

EPWORTH ERA.

" v v nd
£ acrowns of He «

fron able at |
Conlnle n ( '
\ f Pa \
Orige } Hipy \ «
Oxford of W I W | f
I el vof ( I
irgh of Knox Epwor
W Nor Wl f
I Lond { N
wid Price Hu and Chiea i
Northfield of 1. L. Moody, O '
Foday he rid hiighwa f

n wnd Lart and Al
throy 1 erpr and
Bible' distributior pat pping
fatness

Men say the pace eant ¢ main
tained, the coursers must grow weary
the chariot old and rickety, the driver
faint and fall from his place But as He

EL CAPITAN, YOBEMITE VALLEY

slanting rays of November toward the
ever-joyous Christmas-tide, and back to
January’s zeroes, pushes on God's chariot

of goodness laden with the fat things of

his love.

** Hark the voice of nature sings
Praises to the King of kings,
Let us join the choral song
And the grateful notes prolong

The vista widens ! God's chariot drives

adown the centuries. He wes ps out
from Eden's gate between the vireling
sword of flame, and the cherubim radiant
with mercy and hope, past Ararat and
Ur of the Chaldees, through the
Egypt of the Pharaohs, the Jerusalem of
David, the Chebar of Ezekiel, and the
Babylon of Daniel. Then a halt. The
King henceforth is known as the Man of
Nazareth, but divinity flashes in his ¢
and the strength of omnipotence in his
arm. He drives a new chariot, and the

sweeps across the threshold of the twen
twieth century the steeds seem to quicken
their speed, and fling their heads into the
air as if their sinews had found a new
life, the dust is shaken from the chariot
scutcheon and it flashes in the teady
radiance of the noonday sun, the
charioteer holds still a steady rein, and
his face is lighted with the inspiration
of coming triumph. The tracks
chariot  will soon have engirdled the

his

world, his blessings fallen on every land
Bethlehem & d Jerusalem the starting
points will soon loom up as the goal upon
western horizon
We have reached the last Thanks
giving Day of the nineteenth century,

Let us sing as never before

Praise God from all blessings low
Praise him all creature here below,
Praise him ab © heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

Arthur, Ont
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IS THE INFLUENCE OF THE
EPWORTH LEAGUE

DECLINING ?
BY REV, GEORGE EDWARDS

HIS question is at once a significant,

important, and more or less dith

cult one Nignificant, because it
implies that in the minds of some at
least, there is an impression that the

real working power of the League is
declining, and that the matter should
be Jooked into and remedied as soon
ay
Iates to the young people of our churches

ible; important, because it re

and communities, and what affects them
more or less affects the church, and
what affects the
nation ; dif

church touches the

cult, inasmuch as it is not
80 ensy to get sufficient reliable data
on which to form an intelligent and
satisfactory positive opinion as one might
at first imagine. The subject is ne

mplished all that
it was expected to do!” nor is it, “Is

“Has the League ace

the League now doing all that she might
and ought!” hut, “/s the influence of
the League declining?” that is, has the
League less spiritual power as a working,

creative, moulding, moral, character-pro
ducing agency in the clurch than it had

two or three years ago, and consequently
is it doing less to lift up Jesus Christ
before the world, and in helping the
church in her great mission, especially
among young people ! That is the ques
tion that is fairly before us. How shall
we answer it! I find upon careful exam

ination, that the League has steadily
increased in all departments from its
inception to the present time, with but
two exceptions, namely, number of soci
eties and membership.  According to the
Minutes of a year ago, the returns show
a falling off in the societies of seventy-
one, and in membership of four thousand
and nineteen as compared with the pre-
vious year ; and aceording to the returns
of last Conference, we find a further fall
ing off in societies of twenty-six, and in
membership of two thousand. Now this
looks bad, to say the least of it, and I am
sure we all regret it much, But are we
justified in concluding therefrom that the
influence of the League is declining May
not this heavy falling off be accounted
for in some other way ! In the first place,
I am not sure whether we can rely very
much on the accuracy of the tigures. Then
we must not forget that the Epworth
League as an organization is only about
ten or eleven years old, and to think that
in the first seven or eight years, there

should be nearly two thousand societies
formed, with a membership of over
e

ity-one thousand is something phenom
enal. It has been a veritable boon

and,
of course, some reaction was inevitable.
Every pastor knows that afte
ingathering to the church, there is likely
to bo some shrinkage for a year or two,

a great

Farmers know something like this oceurs
in the procuring of a harvest,
times for a whole week the growth is
very rapid, then suddenly a change «
in the weather, the temperature drops
away down, vegetation seems to almost
entirely ce; and “the grain rather
s the farmer says ; but not
80, it is only just gathering strength, The

goes back,

check to the only too rapid growth was
the best thing for the crop. As in nature,
so in grace, Doubtless many young
people joined the Epworth League at first
without any clear idea of what member
ship meanf, and some of them became
weary and dropped out.  We all know
that there

are always persons in every

YOSEMITE FALLS, YOSEMITE VALLEY.

community who are ready to join any
new thing that comes along, with the
usual result that as soon as the novelty
dies out they die out, too. I believe that
when the League was first organiz d its
influence was rather of a weak kind.
The novelty of the meeting of young
people, and the enthusiasm that comes
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ed a number to beli
that they were doing a good work

from organizin,

when the question came, “ What was
League for!” and “ What was it res
doing 7" 1 think the society then recei
a shock, and consequently

lll'rlll_\
were not living branches of the
dropped off.

Further, [ think the wee ling out I
cess has been more carefully done dur
the last two or three years than bef.
so that our present membership is a
more correct representation of what t
real strength of the League has beoy,
than the figures we have had. Then vy
will notice this important fact, that
withstanding the reported heavy falli

off in societies and membership there |
been no falling off in the meetings he
moneys raised, and work done,  So t}
those who have dropped out could 1
have been a very great source of strengih
to the League, or those remaining hae
developed greatly in working power, |
am persuaded of this, that the real n
mal working power of the
was gr

ague never

ater nor even so great as it is to
day. Heretofore the strength of the
society has been more of a social and
educational character than spiritual ; but
for the last year or two the moveme
has been becoming more spiritual ar

consequently, the mere entertainment
features are becoming less and less promi
nent. I believe that the great majority
of our members seem to be impatient of
anything that does not minister to spirit
ual growth. The General Secretary of
the League says that it is impossible to
attend the conventions without being
impressed with this feature. It isa re
markable fact that in most societies the
prayer and consecration meetings are
better attended than any other meetings
held by the League. But to my mind
the surest sign we have of the growing
spiritual influence of the League is to he
found in its missionary work, If the
Epworth League had no real spiritual
life and power, it could not do missionary
work.  As the missionary effort of an
individual, a church, or the whole League,
inc es it is quite safe to say that the
idual and Lea wre growing in
ual influence, because missionary
effort is an unselfish work which is made
on behalf of others, and which certainly
proves that as it increases, the influence
of the individual or society increases
Here let me give you a few figures which
will indicate the growth in missionary
givings during the last few years

In 1895.6 the givings were £5,126 0
i-7 the givi were. 9,427 00
8 the givings were 14,995 (1)
In 1898-1890 the givings were. 16,

ched almost
20,000, and these amounts have been
given on the

Last year the givings r

pray, study and g
plan of the “Forward Movement ' with
no falling off' in the other ohjects for
Our Epwort
League Reading Circle has been a great
success. During the past year fully ten
thousand young people have been reacl «d
and influenced for good by the two thou
sand sets of books which have been pub
lished by the General Board. Mny
young people have formed habits of re.d
ing and systematic study that will be
worth much to them.

which moneys are given.
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T'he Evangelistic Forward Movement
8 been growing in s rength every year
ul the indications are that it will be
ken up more vigorously than eve

My conclusion ¢
ut if we a
f the E
i

the whole matter is,
to judge of the influence
worth League, viz, the work

I
done, and not mere membership,
wen the movement was wover in a b tey

wdition than at the present, Howeve r,

we would retain our vitality I think
esh material should he continually in
oduced. The present generation of

ung people has been protty well can
wssed, but another is comin, up and, to
revent loss of influence and power in the
1ld be done

Trained as juniors,

der societies, more work sh
nong the juniors.
ey make the very best workers in the
der society when they graduate into it
There must be the continual impar
ition of new life, and from the inter
iediate classes of our Sunday-school, we
1y gather in many who, in a few years,

will be strong and devoted workers in
he churches

Prescott, Ont

UPHOLDING THE PASTOR’S HANDS,
BY REV. W, G, WATSON, M.A., B.D

HE necessity of this is too evident
to need any remarks, for without
the loyal and hearty support of

the congregation, a minister's lnbors will
be of little value. The Epworth League
18 a staunch ally of the pastor in all his

work, and it has filled a place in our
church life, which we could ill afford to
do without. The question in the Leaguer's
mind is, “ How can we best help the pastor
in the work of the church

There are some burdens of the church
which should be taken off his shoulders,
or at least should be very rously
shared. A minister's work ‘is especially
spiritual in its character, and it stands
to reason that if he has to grapple with
the financial and other temporal affairs
of the church, that he will have less
energy, and less spirit to put into his
more proper work.  Therefore lift these
responsibilities from his shoulders, and
when charches are to be built or im
proved, or parsonages furnished, let the
lnymen give their brains and business
ability to these works, They are probably
better able to do them than the minister,
for if a man does not give his attention
pretty closely t
to be a good” financier or business man,

s, he is not apt

This is one of the most important ways
in which you can uphold * the pastor's
hands.  And the principle should apply
to the raising of various funds of the
church, and the conducting of anniver
saries, socials and picnics. Of course 1
v not mean that the wminister should
have nothing at all to do with such
things, but the heavy end of the burden
should not be left upon him so as to
crush and dishearten him. A pastor
must know all the members of his con
gregation and therefore must see then
their homes.  The object of pastoral visi-
tation is not merely social, nor is it alto-
gether religious. It is a mixture of both,
OF course he will try to interest the
people whom he meets in the work and
services of the church, and seek to in-
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duce them to attend the various means of
grace But it seoms to me the greatest
of all objects is to ¢ into ha n

pathetic relationship with every mem

of his congrogation, as to make himself

their confidant and friend.  The pastor
wants to arouse such confidence in hin
If, that the people will come to him ir
their ditliculties and troubles. To make
friends and « tablish mutua conhidence 1s
the supreme end of pastoral visit ng, with
the ultimate end in view of being at
some time able to lead them to the O
who can comfort their hearts in sorrow
ind sustain and support )
helpers fai A\ pastor do
be a mere clerical fig «
hearted man anl | hi
I Now this er ling

BRIDAL VEIL FALLS, YOSEMITE VALLEY

obligations upon the members of the con

gation. Givehim a chance to know you,
and make it as casy as possible for ac

quaintanceship to ripen into a true friend
ship.  Tell him your thoughts and your
difficulties. If he is a man of ¢ xperience he
will be able to give you good counsel, but if
he is unable to advise it will still do vou
good to talk things over with a friend
It a very great source of strength to a
minister when he feels that people trust
him, and that he can rely upon  their
sympathy and support in his work, |

loyal to the plans of the majority, It is
quite right for a man to oppose any plan
of work which does not commend itself
to his judgment, but if the majority have
decided in favor of it, then fall in with
them, and try to make it a success. W hat
we call a “kicl " hinders the work of

ERA.

angs lik right-mare
Speak we f your
1 ean, and if you
his conduct or t
folly or wenk
That .
ce er those to whom
t of sus
or gl t many A an e
guinst a preache It would be a At
Kindy to te A n ter abont | a
s and if this is d in a kindly spirit
will not v | - improvment
t " t t r ten
] i v bett f betwee 1 and
m
Ialk t Ir pastor a the ditfferent
lepartments of v ch k, and
how that you are | flering
2y ns and pla Get
the min T vdviee lo
your own work
re are many little ways

in which you can greatly help

in the pastor's work, and it is
the multitude of these little
things which if faithfully
done make success, If you

know of any who have been
cted in the
itation, or of any who are in
trouble, or in sickness, tell

ne toral vis

the pastor. The probability
is that he knows nothing
about it

Try ¢ bring those to

church and under the influ

ences of Christianity whom

you ean reach Ihere are,
no doubt, some whom you can
reach There are, no doubt,
some whom you can influence,
whom the pastor cannot
touch. Some are prejudiced

against a preacher, and are
always misinterpreting his ac
tions, and imputing wrong
motives. You can bring them
to church, and make them
*el at home when they are

Perhaps you could ar
to have them meet the

pastor somewhere in a social

kind of way, so that there

mi ) pportunity to
cre

portant thing
t seldom come
t ild be warmly
we n they do come,
and i oreturn. Always

be sociable and friendly to strange
and treat
them as you would like to be treated

Show them to a good pew

You may also
do some visiting in the interest of the

if you were a stranger

church, or Sunday-school or League,

and always act as if the wellle ing
of the church
faithfulness, and you cannot help being a
And now,
finally, never cease to pray for him and
for the church. This is by no means the
least way of upholding his hands. The
benefit of prayer is twofold ; like mercy,
“ It is twice blessed—it blesseth him that
gives, and him that takes.” It acts upon
the preacher, making his heart richer
and more fruitful in the experience of the
divine goodness. It will make the publie
services more helpful and encouraging,

depended  upon  your

great support to the pastor

= ceee
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if you spend a few moments of every day
praying for God's blessing upon them
Then the reflex action of your prayer
is full of blessing to yourself in the pre
paration of your heart for the reception
of the message. It creates in you a natu
ral hunger, which is satisfied as you
drink in the gracious message of God,
which comes to you on Sunday. 1f the
preacher has not been supplying your
needs do no reject or despise him, but
begin to pray for him that he &
made a hlessing to you. You will at once
begin to take a greater interest in him
and his work, and you will feel more

wy be

npathy for him in his efforts to fe

our faith, and guide your Christian life.

Streetsville, Ont

CHRONICLES OF SKITTLE ALLEY

BY LENA L

T was a red-letter day for Skittle Alley,
for men and women of note picked
their way through the narrow lane,

amid refuse of all kinds, to the ** Bethel,”
the opening exercises of the free
garten were to take place. Skittle
had long be Its evil
repute and the extreme rudeness of its in-
habitants had turned aside all philanthro
pic efforts in its behalf, and consequently
edness thrived in soil well
adapted to their healthy growth

The narrow court was filled with little
bundles of humanity playing in the dirt
and quarrelling over mud pies, while from
the windows came loud voices and fre-
quent oaths as the neighbors gossiped
from house to house,

In this hot-bed of vice children grew
to be men and women, and from thence
went out into the world to spread abroad
the pestilence which permeated their ver;
nature, and to overcrowd the reforma-
taries, hospitals and prisons,

A great ehange was about to take place.
The Epworth Leaguers had banded them-
selves together, and from this union had
arisen the “ Free Kindergarten Associn-
tion and Children’s Aid Society,” having
for its object the establishment and main-
tenance of a free kindergarten in Skittle
Alley and the neglected portions of the
city, for the education and moral train-
ing of children between the ages of three
and seven years, and the material assist-
ance of those for whom their parents were
unable to make adequate provision.

A large number of ladies and gentlemen
had - become members by the payment of
an annual fee of one dollar, thus providing
the necessary funds for equipment. Large
donations had been successfully solicited,
and now all was in readiness for the for-
mal opening,

A spacious room, once a saloon, had
been rented, under the supervision of the
committee, and had undergone a rapid
transformation. The small broken panes
of glass had been replaced by a large win
dow, which freely admitted the few AyS
of sunlight which found their way into
the narrow court. Inside all was bright
and che A roaring fire tempered the
damp, cool atmosphere, blooming flowers
shed their fragrance, while singing birds
contributed their quota to this charming
little paradise. We had anticipated
events by spending the week previous in

1 neglect

sin and wrete

visiting Skittle Alley mothers, endeavor.
ing to enlist their co-operation and to
awaken a spirit of curiosity in the child
ren.  Many responded to our invitation,
and long before the hour on the opening
day our small doorway was thronged with
dirty, unkempt children seeking wdmis
sion. Had the thermometer ranged higher
we would have admitted them in “ Indian
file,” but necessity compelled us to throw
open the doors, when, with one accord,
the little rabble burst upon us like an
avalanche, ring to frighten them
away by exhibiting t 0 much red tape, I
submitted meekly, at the same time fram
ing the resolution that to-morrow would
witness proceedings more in keeping with
the nature of our work. In a few min
utes order was restored, chairs put back
in their places, the children quietly seated

BIG TREE ON THE WAY TO YOSEMITE VALLEY,

ana Miss Laura and I were free to view
the situation. Can I ever accurately de-
scribe the panorama before us? Thirty
filthy, uncombed, ragged boys and girls,
ranging in age from three to eight. Here
and there one could single out a face at
which an attempt at cleanliness had been
made, discernable by the *}igh-water
mark " which outlined the ccuntenance ;
but, in the majority of cases, the bright
eyes shone out from faces begrimed with
dust, soot and mud, and nothing remained
but to pursue a wholesale scrubbing pro-
cess. Leaving Miss Laura in charge, I
donned my apron and ushered my pupils
one by one into our little dressing-room,
where soap and hot water were in demand
for fully an hour.  Ah, how pleasant was
the change when T issued forth and saw
before me the shining faces of the little
ones! The ragged clothes still remained,
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it is true, but we cared little for these

present. The hour had been one of toil a
struggle, for Skittle Alley children do:
take kindly to soap and water, and the
fore were somewhat rebellious at the in
vation. One little chap fought fierce
against having his ears cleansed, urgis
as a strong plea that “mother ney
washed ‘em, ‘cos it gave him an ear-acl,

a true statement, certainly, if they we
allowed to become so thickly coated bef
an attempt was made to remove the di
covering. 1 almost feared to have t}
child go home in the cold without it I
he should suecumb to the prevailing
grippe.

The morning passed without further a
venture save an oceasional outburst
adwiration from the more forward child
ren, such as: “Oh, look at that dog
“What a big piany ! I saw one in the
‘sloon once when I went in to warm.”

Here was my opportunity, so T eagerly
endeavored to sow good seed in the little
g Tom to promise me that
he would never enter this abode of e
while a kindergarten boy. He was willi
to pledge his word, with but one reser:
tion: “ If dad licked him, he'd hev to go
and get a mug of beer for him,”

heart by as

We sought by every means to make the
morning hours pass pleasantly for the
waifs, and succeeded in so doing. I have
seldom seen a more attentive audience.e
Their attempts to be polite were touch
ing, and their compliments a little
out of the ordinary. When I had finished
wy story one said : “ Wasn't that bully 1"
Another child, who evidently had received
some Christian training, asked: * Did
Jesus go to kindergarten ” When I re
sponded in the negative, she replied sadly,
“ Poor, poor Jesus.”

Our second day was a vast improvement
on the first. The minute directions given
as to the mode of entrance had borne
fruit in orderly behaviour, while the ob
ject lesson in cleanliness had in many
cases brought the desired resul’.  All had
made some attempt at morning ablutions,
and only a few finishing touches were re
quired from us, I had talked much «
our bright room, with its dainty and ar-
tistic appointments, and had firmly stated
that we could allow no dirty hands to dis-
figure what was now so pretty and attract-
ive. Consequently many pairs of hands
were raised for our inspection and many
were the inquiries, *“Can I have some
pretty things, teacher!” or, “Can I look
at that picture, Miss Dean 1”

Jimmie Sloane was missing to-day, so
after hours T started out to ascertain the
cause of his absence. After much search
ing I found his home, and toiled up the
rickety stairs to a dirty attic »oom where
lived Jimny's family, eight in number
and two boarders. Sobs greeted me as
the door swung back on its rusty hinges.
There was the truant, curled up in the
dusty window seat, his eyes swollen with
weeping, and his face resembling that of
an Indian’s in his war paint, the black
foundation of dirt, the white streaks pro-
duced by the tears in their course, wlile
the strip of red paper given him the day
previous, and now clutched tightly in his
hand, added a touch of colour to the other-
wise sombre countenance,

“Why, Jimmy,” I exclaimed, “What
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s the matter. We
indergarten to-day.”
“Yes, Miss,” ¢

missed you from

sined Mrs. Sloane,
vith a sympathetic nod at her sorrowing
on, “I'se sorry he couldn't go, but he
wnd Sam Jones next door hes only one
air of boots 'tween ‘em, and it was
Sam’s turn to wear ‘em today. I'm sure
I can't afford to buy ‘em for himself with
0 many mouths to feed. Sam and him
s the same age, and its cheaper to divide
up.  He's ben erying all the mo-nin’ cos
he hed to stay to home,”

“If that is the only reason why Jimmy
was absent we shall gladiy supply him

with boots and clothing if you will
promise me that he can attend regu-
arly.”

“Oh, yes, Miss, to be sure I will,
1Tl go every day without fail if yer gets
n the clothes, but he'll hev to get Sam
buy him out fer I paid for one boot,
nd Mrs. Jones fer the t'other,” and Mrs,
Sloane's countenence assumed n most per-
plexed expression as she attempted to
solve this financial problem,

“Don't worry over that,” I answered,
striving to keep back the smile which
quivered about my mouth, « ||| buy out
Jimmie's share, and present the pair of
boots to Sam, and perhaps in this way we
can gain his mother's consent to count
him as one of our pupils. 1 shall arrange
this at once if you will promise to help
me by sending both boys to kindergarten
each morning with elesn hands and
faces,”

The contract made, T started off to ful-
fil m mission, making other calls and
o' uning several new scholars,

At the further end of the alley my
attention was attracted by a group of
¢hildren playing in rather an unusual
manner, I watched them closely, and
finally detecting some of my kindergarten
children among the number, 1 advanced
to ascertain the cause of their strange
conduct, To my surprise they answered :
*Oh, we're only playing drunk like father,
and Bill is the pealer takin’ the tippler to
the lock-up in Black Maria,”

Oh how my heart ached, as I realized
how easily these children receive lasting
impressions for good or evil, The eye is
the chief medium of insgruction. How
they notice and imitate the lives of those
about them, whether they be worthy of
imitation or otherwise !

Alas, these children born pure and
good, with immense possibilities, are
being  depraved by the vice and evil
Wwhich flows in and out their homes like a
filthy stream. Can we expect other than
that they should grow up to swell the
ranks of paupers, drunkards, and evil
doers ?

Everything, during the first week,
passed off pleasantly, to our great sur-
prise, for with such a mixture of natures
we could nut hope for perpetual calm,
The storm soon burst upon us. We had
observed its approach but were not pre-
pared for its sudden culmination, Arthur
had been rather rebellious and quarrel-
some for some days, when suddenly, one
morning, without any apparent provo-
cation, I noticed a wild look spread over

his countenance, his eyes blazed with
passion, and raising his hand, he rushed
forward and would have hurled his little
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companion to the floor had T not stepped
in and averted the blow. I grasped his
wrists and dragged him to the ante-room,
where for several moments he raged like
a wild beasi, kicking, screaming, and
biting at my hands. 1 was bound to
conquer and held fast, though my strength
was failing, Finally the passion  sub-
sided and the child threw himself d. wn
in utter exhaustion, his white face and
convulsed frame bringing the tears to my
eyesas | watched him, praying meanwhile
for strength from on high to rightly guide
the little one committed to care,

The moment came for me to speak, and
drawing near [ said, “Oh, how glad am I
to have Arthur with me again!  Why
did you let that naughty boy come here
to worry me in this way !

The blue eyes opened in astonishment,

“ye” 1 continued, *'tlat naughty
spirit got into Arthur and ninde him act
like a wild beast, and oh it did worry
Miss Dean so much,”

“ But Frank pushed me in the marsh.”

“Yes, Arthur, but was that the right
way to treat him in return Why did
you listen to that naughty spirit when it
whispered, *Don't let Frank kick you.
Give it to him!’ You probably said,
‘all right 1 will,” and gave yourself at
once into his hand,’”

“But I could'nt help it, Miss Dean !

“1 know You couldn’t, dear,” | replied ;
“but there is one who could have taken
away that naughty spirit so that you
need not have acted so badly. Do you

know who I mean 1"
“No.”

“Why, Jesus, who loves you and who
is 80 grieved when you let that naughty
spirit in.  You know who Jesus is, don't
you dear 1"

“Guess T've heard about Him, He
s in Heaven, doesn't He 1"

“Yes, and loves to make us good so
that we can be happy here and then %o
Heaven with Him when we die.  “When-
ever you feel that naughty Spirit v | sper-
ing to you, just say quietly in your heart,
“Jesus, help me to he good. Don't let this
naughty spirit get into me,’ Will you
promise me that you will do this 1"

“Yes, oh yes,” sobbed the penitent
child.  “T don’t want to be naughty, and
I will ask Him to help me, oh T will, |
will.”

“Now, Arthur dear, let us kneel right
down here and ask Jesus to forgive you,
Say these words with me," and I repeated
a little prayer expressive of the child'’s
feelings.  After a fow moments of quiet
talk together we went hand in hand into
the bright class room, All eyes were
centred upon us, & stepping to the
platform T said, “Children, Arthur has
promised to ask Jesus to help him to he a
good boy, and now he wants your help
too. Let us sing the second verse of our
morning prayer :

““ Help us to do the things we should,
To be to others kind and good,
Inall we do, in all we say,

To grow more loving every day.”

Through the influence of some of my
helpers, a reading-room has been estab-

lished.  This is open  every evening
except on Friday, when the Boy's Club
meets.  Bright games, Ppapers, magazines,

and music are contributed by the various
Epworth Leagues, The Leagues of the
city have formed a Union, organized on
the same principle as the local society,
Its various committees labor to promote
the interests of our settlement, the Look
out Committee scouring the alley for
recruits, the Social providing innocent
amusement and occasionally a good sup-
per. The Relief, Home Missionary and
Temperance Committees also bave their
full share of work,

Two or three years have passed since
we first began our work in the Skittle
Alley kindergarten, which has been in
daily session during thiy period.  Over
fifty have been turned away from our
crowded quarters.  During the sessions
the doorway and windows are crowded
with parents and friends, and many a
day laborer has paused on his way to
listen to the merry voices of the children,
The refining influence of the instruction
received has been apparent in the homes,
as is manifest by neat curbstone gardens,
while many a window is adorned by crude
boxes filled with fragrant flowers. Clean-
liness and attempts at daintiness appear
where once only dirt and untidiness pre.
vailed. The influence of our Woman's
Club, organized as a direct outcome of the
kindergarten, has done much to elevate
the standard of the home, as in these
classes we discuss points of management
and discipline —food, temper and other
influences, as well as giving instruetion in
sewing, caring for the home, ete, The
mothers now co-operate with us and whut
were once closed walls are now open
doors, as they understand our ethical
work in behalf of their children to be a
means of grace, and an opportunity by
which they can rise to higher and better
things. In fact the whole district is
entirely changed. One of th factory
owners in this section says: “The kin.
dergarten is worth several hundreds of
dollars a year to me. All property is
of more value. Where there existed all
forms of vice, are now law abiding citizens,
through the all-pervading influence of the
kindergarten,”

Cannot we perpetuate this good work
by introducing it into our district or
local Epworth League Unions, endeavor
to organize “A Free Kindergarten " in
every city and town within our influence,
It is no arduous undertaking, for men
and women on every hand will give finan.
cial aid and geauine practical sympathy.
Our Leagues reed a fresh impetus, Per-
haps they will receive it through co-oper-
ation in this service, If we are to win
the masses we must begin with the chil-
dren under five years of age. We must
80 to them and carry the refining forces
of religion and education into their
midst. We must put the yeast into the
dough, and not, as a writer recently said,
“put the yeast into one pan and the
dough into another, and then expect the
dough to rise,” in other words we must
come among the masses in the spirit of
Christ, and with our little supply of
leaven endeavor * to leaven the whole
lump,” and we can do it if our Leagues
will “ muster forces,” and unite their
energies to save men and romen, hoys and
girls.

Halifax, N8,




A SONG—WHO SINGS IT?

Sung in answer to an invitation to attend a
week-night seryice, |

No, I'll use the church on Sundays,

But I do not need it Mondays,

Or Tues

On Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays

I'll go to church on Sundays

ays or on Wednesdays,

I love the church on Sundays,

And of course 1 do on Mondays,

But on Sundays I've nought else to do.
On other days this isn't so,

So Tl attend on Sundays.

Yes, I'll go to church on Sundays,
But don't expect me Mondays,

Or any night throughout the week
To come tc reh, that rest to seek
That, 1 say, I get on Sundays

I'll go to church on Sunday,

Then I'll wait until next Sunday.

How they run the meetings 1 don't
know,

I don’t attend, bus so and so

Says they aren't much, and therefore
frienc

I never go, so make an end

Of asking me, for I won't go.

No, friend, you might as well leave me

For week-night service I've no use,

and study 1 refuse

sk-night  meetings.
alone

I give, I count the rest my own,

I'll go to church,—on Sundays

One day

o3

Leaguer.

BY MISS L. M. HHOWELL, M.E.L,

Canadians regard a Peer of Eng

THE EARL OF SHAFTESBURY.
W land as a being entirely removed
from the wretched poor of his

country, as a man who, it is true, is sent
to parlisment to look after the interests
of his less fortunate brothers, but, being
in total ignorance of their condition, does
little to benefit them. Such peers ar
truly, only too common, but Ashle:
seventh Earl of Shafteshury, was a nota-
ble exception. He was a man who, born
to high position and great honor, gave up
wealth, ambition, family interests and
worldly pleasures for the cause of human-
ity and his God.

His childhood, spent in boarding-
schools, was a very unhappy one, as his
parents were too much occupied in polities
and pleasure-seeking to study their son’s
disposition and needs. The only soften-
ing influence in his life was his old nurse
Maria, who, however, died before he was
seven. One day at Harrow, an incident
occurred which determined his future,
although he was then but fifteen. Four
drunken, reeling men came down the
street, bearing the dead body of their com-
rade. In their staggering the corpse feil
from their arms. This horrible sight so
affected Ashley that he determined hence-
forth to devote his life to “ the unwashed
millions,”

His parliamentary career was one long
series of eloquent, fiery speeehes in the
eause of right and reform. A true spirit
of philanthropy, a boundless love for man-

30 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

hood steeped his whole soul, and his bold
nthe cause was unequal Although
such reforms as the * Ten Hours Bill,
and the * Chimney

the * Colliery Bill,
Sweep’s Bill ” were heartily distasteful to
those rows of peers sitting so callously in
their places in the house, yet when the
noble, speaking face of Shaftesbury rose
before them and pleaded so earnestly,

they were foreed to listen, and, better still,
to think. bill he
always prayed for aid and courage ; then,
having spoken, he hastened home to throw
himself on his knees again

Such a man could not help moving the
hearts of all who heard him.  He was in
defatigable in his efforts.  When strug
gling to bring about some reform he

Before introducing

labored

it and day, but wrote in his
diary: 1 often think when fatigued how
much less my weariness must be than that
of the wretched factory women.” There
was no false pride in this man,  He used
often to take tea with a coal-heaver and
called him a brother, for he said : * The
poor need sympathy, not patronage.”

The good work accomplished by Lord
Shaftesbury was prodigious. In this
short article we can only touch on a few
of the reforms he introduced, but these
few will suffice to give some idea of what
can be done by one man fully consecrated.
Shortly after entering parliament Lord
Ashley turned his attention to the condi-
tion of the insane in England, and was
deeply grieved and shocked by what he
discovered. The keepers were cruel men,
thoroughly depraved. At regular inter
vals they visited their prisoners, flogged
thew, chained them to iron bars and ofter
placed them in deep wells with water ris-
ing to their chins. The outcome of this
investigation was the appointment by par-
linment of a commission to look after the
interests of the insane,

Ashley was now entreated by the fac
tory operatives of England to champion
their cause.  As usual, he entered heart
and soul into the work, and soon the
country was in commotion over the terri-
ble facts discovered, Children were bound
over to mill owners from five years of age,
till twenty-five, and during that period
their life was one long torment.  From
morning till night the little slaves toiled
amid the eternal whirr of machinery, in-
tense heat and sickening odors. As one
half of the operatives were women and
girls who became mothers to a feeble race,
Lord Shafsesbury felt it expedient to de-
vote all his energies to this work. After
twenty years of earnest investigation and
eloquent speeches, the ““Ten Hour Bill »
was finally passed, limiting the work of
women and children to ten hours a day.

Now the chimney sweeps were as wret-
ched as the factory hands, Children four
years old were stripped, rubbed with brine
to prevent their flesh from streaming with
blood, and forced by means of applying
lighted straw to their feet to go up chim-
neys. 8o vivid were Lord Ashley’s pic-
tures of the horrors of this life that strong
men wept. He pleaded in this cause for
thirty years, and finally a bill was passed
doing away with chimney-sweeping by
children.

Right in the heart of the poorest and
most depraved district in London, a rag-
ged school was founded, with Lord Shaf-
tesbury as president. Here, “with all
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the deadly sins let loose howling ar |
shrieking at the doors,” he gave he
to the hungry, clothes to the ragge
encouragement and sympathy to all, |
sent thousands of reformed boys and gis
to the colonies, receiving letters full «
thanks and happiness in return. A w
derful work was accomplished, and th
one man was the moving spirit of it o
His own words were : 1 would rather
president of the Ragged School Uni
than wield the destinies of Empire.

How sad that such a noble hfe mu
leave this needy world. But God wa
about to eall His servant home for a loy
rest after his eighty-three
Think of the grandness of his charnct:
when he exelaimed, “1 cannot bear 1
leave this world with all the misery in it
Toward the last he said: “I am ju
touching the hem of His garment,” and «
his beautiful spirit was borne above. All
land mourned, from the noblest pee:
to the poorest peasant.  The pe alized
their great loss, the rich honored the man
who was not afraid to champion an un
popular cause.  During the funeral cere
mony one poor fellow murmured, “God
Almighty knows he loved us and we loved
him.”  And so one of the world’s great
ones, one of Christ’s elect was laid to
rest.

Beamsville, Ont,
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WHY HAVE A READING COURSE?

BY REV, E. E. MARSHALL, B.A,,

Literary Vice-President of Hamilton Conference Leagu

I.\' day-school, and Sunday-school, from
kindergarten to university, educators
recognize that the individual in his
search for truth is greatly aided by be
longing to a class or circle of students,
With keen insight, Bishop Vincent saw A
this method ought to be utilized by the
students not free to go to school, and

therefore emphasized the value of cireles «
in the Chautauqua movement. With like {
keenness of vision this class system has ¢
been introduced as a forward movement s
in the literary department of our League t
work. Let us look at some of the prae t
tical benefits which acerue. 2

Ist. T the sgt of prescribed hooks, we \
have selected for us books worth reading a
To multitudes of Leaguers this in itself is r
an inestimable benefit. In this age of Ii
newspapers, magazines, reviews and b
books, of the making of which there is no a
end, the average reader is puzzled to d
know how to choose from the mass of 1
printed stuff that is heaped up before o
him. Rival publishing houses skilled in le
the art of advertising, give their willing ré
counsel, but frequently there is as much tl
disappointment on reading the loudly b
advertized book as there is in using the 'y
patent medicine that was guaranteed to in
work miracles. Even the book reviews i
of supposed disinterested parties are fle
frequently far from fair or frank, there- <0
fore those unable to select for themselves i
wholesome and nourishing literature 80
ought to appreciate and appropriate the th
labors of those who arrange the League pe
Reading Course. A book should be cle
chosen, not picked up. The reading €l
course bids us not to read at hazard, not or
to rest satistied with the first book we ar

pick up at a friend's house, or buy at & be
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newsdealer's stall, not to surfeit the mind
wd paralyze the memory by trying to
keep up with all the latest books and by
wading through the countless pages of
il the papers and magazines that come
to our table. A book should be chosen,
not picked up; not only chosen, but wisely
chosen. We ought to appreciate the wise
selection made by qualified persons, who,
in the set of books in the reading circle,
present to us a worthy course for a
season’s reading. i

2nd. A reating course teaches thorough
ness—that quality  of knowledge  is
worth more llnuu,uumily. Skimming is
useful in the dairy, but seldom in the
study.  Cream rises to the surface and is
v gathered, but (he profoundest
truths can only be obtained by passing
them through the refiner’s furnace, Never,
perhaps, were books more extensively

and less studied than to. day, and yet
we boast of the spread of knowledge,

Alas, too often it iy spread so widely and
in such thin layers that it only serves to
hide the mass of ignorance lying beneath,
Readers who know a little of everything
but nothing well, have not inaptly heen
likened to a sort of pocket knife which
some people carry with them, which in
wddition to a common knife contains a
file, a chisel, a saw, a gimlet, a screw
driver, and a pair of scissors, but all so
diminutive, that the moment they are
needed for use, they are found to be
useless. ]

To take up one book and study it for
several months is better than to attempt
10 do all the popular books of the year.
When a Leaguer has learned to read and
re-read, with atlas, di«liun:u-y and ency
clopedia near by for reference, then indeed
has he learned what it is toread, to bring
back something not with him but in him
to his home,

3. A third benefit of a reading course is
that we learn how to read, When T speak
of learning how to read, T refer chiefly to
the acquirement of the high art of getting
the full meaning of the uathor. Coleridge
says there are four classes of readers, The
first may be compared to an hour rlass,
their reading being as the sand ; it runs
inand yet it runs out and leaves not a
vestige behind. A second class resembles
A sponge, which imbibes everything and
returns it nearly in the same state, only a
little dirtier. A third class is like a jelly
biag, which allows all that is pure to pass
away and retains only the refuse and the
dregs.  The fourth class may be compared
to the slave in the diamond mines of Gol-
conda, who, casting aside all that is worth-
less, preserves only the pure gem. In a
reading circle we discover that while on
the surface there are fruits and flowers,
beneath the ground there are mines of
zold and silverand precious stones, Read-
ing apart from a circle, we are apt to rest
satisfied with gathering the fruits and
tlowers, but when we join a circle we be-

come members of a mining party bent on
gathering every hidden gem. The flowers
soon wither, the fruits ere long decay, but
the precious metals are imperishable. But
perhaps you ask, “ How does a reading cir-
cle assist you in your search for the pre-
cious metals”” Well,we have all found out,
or will, T hope, some dly, that two heads
are better than one, No one person can
be expeeted to know everything. Weall
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bring our thoughts to market and barter
and exchange them It would be a poor
market if all brought the same thing.
But bringing different thoughts we find
to our delight that we can buy with what
we bring all other thoughts en the mar-
ket. In other words, thought awakens
thought.  “Iron sharpeneth iron ; so a
man sharpeneth the countenance of his
friend.” In solitude there may be few
Spurs to set us thinking, but in a circle
we may find a room full of spurs.  Inter-
rogatives are apt to fly thick and fast,

A reading circle aids us in seeing truth
tn trae perspective, This is the one bene
fit which Professor Drummond ascribes to
a class. I cannot do better than quote
his words : “The adyant
that it carries one throy
orderly

»of a class is
gh a subject in an
y way. It not only gives new truths
and new facts, but allows us to come at
them in such a way as to communicate a
sense of their proportion, harmony and
relation.  And this, after all, is the chief
want.  Isolated truths are comparatively
worthless,  Masses of truths, or facts, or
laws, without 4 rangement, may not only
be worthless Iy pernicious.  The per

© is the main thing —the true pro-
ion, the place in the system —other
wise we shall mix up the foreground and
background, and a cow w ill be as big as a
mountain. While all truths are, of course,
true, they are of different sizes : and a
trath may really be made untrue by being
presented in a wrong relation, Philoso
phy is simply parts of truth arranged in
their right relation to the whole ; and
science iy simply a series of facts class 1
asin a museum and made symmetrical
by law.  What those who are rapidly
acquiring knowledge have e refully to
guard against is the chaotic mind, and
this can only be done by the systematic
study which a elass te ing gives,

5. Reading in connection with a cirele
develops independont thought.  This is the
age of tinned goods and prepared foods,
Meats, fruits and vegetables are put up in
tins, and labelled, re: ly for the s, So
editors, reviewers and crities do our think-
ing for us. Too often we are afraid to
have, or at least to express, an opinion
about an author or his book or his teach-
ing until some noted critic, reviewer or
editor has spoken. Then, again, we too
often bow before statements simply be.
cause they are printed in bold t pe, on
good paper, and bound in expensive mo-
rocco.  The student must always be on
his guard against being the slave of his
book.  The baok is a witness on the stand,
presumed to be honest, but perhaps dis
honest ; a witness, however, who has pro-
bably had better opportunities than the
reader as to the matter in hand, To ex-
ercise independence of thought is always
a healthy sign, even though you may at
times think amiss.  The man who never
thinks independently may make even
more blunders in thought than he who
exercises his manliness by refusing to al.
low another to think for him by proxy.

Woodstock, Ont,

Moses copied from the pattern seen in
the Mount. We have to build, not a taber-
nacle, Lut a life and a character, For
our convenience, pattern has become per-
son. Our model is the perfect man, Jesus,
—C. H. Parkhurst,
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A REVIVAL IN A HOTEL.

REV, JONN &

SANDS, D.D,

NE of our ministers, when on his va-
cation last summer, had a very
unusual experience. It was so un-

like anything that had heretofore befallen
him that he was embarrassed beyond
measure. He had heen spending « few
weeks in the mountains. On the morn.
ing of his departure for home about
seventy-five people-—men, women and
children accompanied him as an escort
of honor along the quiet country road
from the hotel to the railway station
which was half a mile away.  They sang
as they marched, and tossed fresh flowers
and beantiful bouquets into the carriage
in which he rode, until it was like un
Easter pulpit.  When I saw him he was
trying to dodge the roses and carnations
and other tekens of good will and grati
tude that were being showered upon him
from eve quarter, He was smiling,
and yet there were tears in his eyes. The
whole scene, in all its details, was worthy
of an artist,

But who were these people, and what
wonderful thing had he done to call forth
suchanenthusiasticdemonstration ! Sure.
ly some great opportunity had been given
him —an opportunity such as seldom
comes to a minister —and he had been
wide awake o make good use of it.  Per-
haps he saved somebody’s life at the risk
of hisown? No; he was being rewarded
in this open way for a service that cost
him nothing and that he himself consid-
ered searcely worthy of mention, Let me
tell the strange and suggestive story as
nearly as I can in his own words

The first Sabbath [ spent at the hotel
there was, so far as any public or social
worship was concerned, no recognition of
the day cht or ten of the guests went
In a mountain wagon toa little Episcopal
church about two miles distant, and about
half a dozen went to a small Methodist
church about five minutes’ walk from the
house.  The rest spent the day very much
as they spent the other days of the week,
except that games and other social amuse-
ments were not indulged in.  The Sunday
papers were very much in evidence, and
the things unseen and eternal were “over
the hills and far away.” T was a stranger
to them all, and * while T was musing the
fire burned.”  Ag T was the only minister
of the Gospel at the hotel the burden of
the Lord seemed to rest upon myself.

On the following Sabbath the proprietor
was interviewed and a short religious
service was proposed. He cordially con-
sented to have the music room, which
seated about one hundred persons, made
ready for the evening, and to post a notice
of the service on the piazza. The seats
were all occupied. We sang a few famil-
iar hymns, A passage of Seripture was
read.  Prayer was offered and a fow re-
marks were made, closing with an an-
nouncement that family worship would
be held in that room every morning at
nine o'clock. 1 could see by their face
that T had taken them by surprise, 1
suggested that it would not be a forma.
prayer meeting, but just a family gather
ing, that it would be a pleasant way to
begin the day, and that although it was
an innovation it ws none the worse for
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that. I did not say anything about duty,
neither did I urge attendance, My
thought was that fifteen or
twenty might gather around the little
altar for morning worship.

Ou the first morning there were about
forty present, on the second morning sixty,
and from that time on, for five weeks, the

possibly

meetings increased in atendance and in
terest until the room was wellfilled and
the service was as much a feature of the

day as breakfast, dinner, or supper.  All
«d to be present, The
old people were there,  So were thwe young
men and young women and little children,
You would see them hurrying through
breakfast in order to be in time for a
family worship, as they all learned to call
it. You would find them postponing
their long morning walks and rides until
after family worship,  The little assembly
changed from week to wei Some went
to their homes, but new comers took their
places, and the interest did not wane but
rather deepened. The people were of all
sorts and conditions, physically, mentally,
and spiritually. There were Baptists,
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Luther-
ans, Methodists, Presbyterians, Roman
Catholics, and 1 don't know what else,
but all differences were for the time for-
gotten. It was delightful. It was like
a little heaven in which each heart seemed
to be, 5o far as worship was concerned, in
tune with all the rest,

It was my privilege to lead the service
every morning for five weeks, Promptly
at nine o'clock a familiar hymn was an-
nounced, such as “Jesus, Lover of my
Soul,” “ Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me,”
* Nearer, my God, to Thee.” How they
did sing in that early morning hour’!
Then a few helpful verses of Seripture
were read—not a long chapter, but just a
few verses that would go right to the
heart, such as “ He was wounded for our
transgressions,” or ¢ Come unto me, all ye
that labor and are heavy laden,” or the
parable of the lost sheep.” Now and then
a sentence or two of comment. Then a
short prayer—just a home prayer that the
children could follow. After that the
Lord's Prayer was repeated in concert.
Then all stood up and sang, * Praise God
from whom All Blessings Flow,” and with
howed heads received the apostolic bene-
diction. It was all over in ten minutes.

This was all I did. It was not much.
There was nothing unusual or sensational
about it, and yet the people were more
than generous in their expressions of
gratitude and appreciation. S i
there were tears in the eyes of those who
stopped after worship to tell me how
helpful the service was to them, and to
unburden their hearts a little, Yes, it
was, as one called it, “a revival”—a
genuine revival of religion in a hotel on
the top of a mountain. ~ Its fruits will be
gathered this winter in not a few homes
that were represented in that early morn-
ing assembly. There will be a rekind-
ling of the fires, I think, on some house-
hold altars, and perhaps more than one
new altar will be builded at which a
father or mother will minister. — Preshy-
terian Journal.

who could come se

Don't be sure that you are just as good
as you need to be until you have tried to
pray for somebody you™ don’t like.— Kd-
ward L. Pell.

THE

HOW THE REVIVAL CAME.

Mrs. Mapleton was considered one of
the best working members of the church
in Walltown. She was always willing to
do her share, she declared, and pas
people could testify that she was always
to be depended upon. When she gave
her word to do a thing, there was no
doubt that it would be done, but—well,
Mrs. Mapleton had her peculiarities.

And then there was Mrs Perry, one
of the most willing souls that ever lived
She would take a soliciting paper and go
around town day after day with it, or she
would piece blocks for missionary bed
quilts, or make aprous and holders for the
church fairs, or do anything they wanted
her to E

But Sister Perry also had her peculiar-
ities and the united peculiarities of Sister
Perry and Sister Mapleton kept the
church pretty well stirred up.

If there was a “bee” for cleaning the
church, Mrs, Mapleton would be at the
head of it. She would go and work all
day like a Trojan and scold about those
who didn't, for one of Mrs. Mapleton’s
peculiarities was “speaking her mind.”

Mrs. Perry would go, too, and work
auietly, but Mrs. Perry had very recep-
tive ears and one of her peculiarities was
that she could not bear to know of any-
one being imposed upon. 8o she felt it
her duty to let the absent sisters know
just what Mrs, Mapleton had said about
each one,

If there was a social, Mrs. Mapleton
would furnish enough biscuit, cake and
other things to start u bakery, explaining
that she brought some extra because Mrs,
Warren always brought biscuits and no
one could touch them, they had so much
soda in them, and half the cakes that
were brought were not fit to eat.

And Mrs, Perry, trembling with right-
eous indignation, would lose no time in
reporting to Mrs, Warren and the others.
Naturally under these circumstances, the
spiritual life of the Walltown church was
not at flood-tide.

Many of the members were never seen
in the prayer meeting, and the prayers
and testimonies were mostly the same
monotonous repetitions week after week.
The choir disbanded because of certain
thoughtless or ill-natured remarks made
by the plain-spoken Mrs. Mapleton, The
ladies’ aid society was “all torn up " from
a like cause. Poor Pastor Woodruff was
almost discouraged. And so it went on,
growing worse all the time, until almost
everyone had a grievance against some
one else. And this was the state of
affairs when it came time for the quar
terly meeting,

b 1
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“Let us pray, brother,” the whit
haired elder said simply, as the tale w
concluded.  And they knelt there
Pastor Woodruffs st udy while Elder ('
field poured out a petition for diyi
direction to enable them to reach tl
hearts beneath those heedless tongu
and turn the course of nature into (|
channels of grace,

The meeting that afternoon was well
attended.  Elder Canfield was known o/
over his district as a preacher of grea
power and all counted it a treat to hea
him.  Pastor Woodruff read the hymn

*Oh, fora thousand tongues to sing
My great Redecmer's praise.”

Then he looked around appealingly
The organist was in the room, but he
dared not ask her to play. Elder Canfield
understood and, rising, he came forward
to the desk,

“We shali not need the organ,” he
said, in his clear, distinct voice, every
tone of which reached every part of the
room. *“Many a time I have heard this
hymn sung, and helped to sing it, in log
cabins, in barns and in the open air, Let
us sing it earnestly to-day with a prayer
in our hearts.”

His strong voice took up the first notes
and other voices joined in, Mrs, Maple-
ton’s first and loudest. At the close of
the last verse Elder Canfield said : *That
is one of my favorite hymms, and yet
sometimes I think how fortunate it is that
the wish it expresses can never be grant
ed. For, if some people find so much
time, aside from singing praises, to slan
der their neighbors and create discord
with the one tongue they have, I ask
what would be the result if they had a
thousand tongues 1 ” °

A smile rippled over the faces of the
congregation anu Elder Canfield con
tinued, opening his Bible: 1 will read
the third chapter of James.” When the
slow, impressive voice had ceased, Pastor
Woodruff knelt and offered a tender,
earnest prayer for the union of all Chris
tians everywhere for the work of the
Master, and especially that our own little
band might join heart and hands for the
bringing in of a better day for the cause
of Christ.

“My text,” said Elder Canfield, “is
found in the eighth and the thirteenth
verses of the chapter I have read,” and
he repeated the verses twice. Few who
heard it will forget the sermon that fol
lowed. 1In closing, he said: “You are
thinking, dear friends, that I have chosen
a strange theme for an occasion like, this.
But I have learned, no matter how, that
there are divisions among you, caused by

1 il 1. T

This was one of the old-f quar-
terly meetings we are so seldom favored
with now-a-days, with preaching Saturday
afternoon and evening and love feast and
communion service Sunday morning,
The presiding elder came Saturday morn-
ing.  He was a deeply spiritual man and
his inquiries as to the condition of things
on the charge did not all relate to the
financial or matérial concern of the
church. And the sad story came out
from the overburdened heart of the pas-
tor, how his church was rent with dissen-
sion and strife through the agency of a
a few unruly tongues,

“ I wonder if we ever stop and think
that, when we use these tongues for the
wounding of the least of Christ’s little
ones, we are really lending them to swell
the hoarse cry of the rabble who shouted
¢ Away with him ! Crucify him !’

“ Oh, beloved, how can your pastor and
I, on the morrow, administer to you the
sacred symbols of the body and blood of
your crucified and risen Lord ; how can
you receive those symbols, if your hearts
are cherishing bitterness one against
another ; if your tongues are ready to
speak unkindness, one of another 1"
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There were tears in many eyes as hie
went on ; : ]

“*The tongue can no man tame |
make no question that some of you, at
least, had made the attempt and learned,
in sorrow and humiliation, that you are
not sufficient for these things,”

“ But, dear friends, there is a more ex.
cellent way, ¢« With God all things are
possible.” Let me entreat you, give these
' unruly members’ over into His care, to
be used as he shall direct, How many
are willing to come to this altar now and
make a special dedication of your tongues
to His service ! "

There were hesitating, undecided, half
(questioning glances from one to another
in different parts of the room.

“I know this is a somewhat unusual
request,” Elder Canfield went on to say,
“and it is a very solemn thing that'|
ask you to do, but consider if it is not
your reasonable service ; and if you do it,
let it be for all time, remembering that it
1s a sacrilege to remove the gift once laid
on God's altar,

“We will sing a verse, and during the
singing any who wish to do so may retire,
and let those who will, come forward.”

Pastor Woodruff started the verse

“Take my lips and let them he
Filled with messages from Thee,”
One after the other moved to the altar;
there wasa momentary sound of footsteps
in the other direction ; then all was quiet,
Very brief, but deeply, solemly impressive
was that altar service ; and as we rose
and stood where we had knel(, singing—

“Lord, I am thine, entirely thine,"

the cloud parted, and through the west-
ern windows a flood of sunshine poured
in and rested like a silent benediction
upon us all.

Mrs. Mapleton was not among us. She
had left the church. But Mps, Perry
was there with a new light shining
through the tears with which her face was
wet.

Do you wonder that a revival “ broke
out” in Walltown beginning with that
uarterly meeting, which has ever since
been known as the “revival,” although
we have had two or three seasons of
special effort since?  People went to each
other across the church to confess wrongs
and ask forgiveness ; and not only that,
but they went miles to each others’ homes
for the same purpose. Mrs Mapleton
and several others of our membership
were soundly converted, and since then it
may be tro'y said of them that “the
fruit of r ghteousness is sown in peace.”
—1da M. Budd, in Ran’s Horn,

TRUMPET CALLS.

We need trampet calls. The preachers
should ring it in tha ears of the members,
and they, in turn, should carry the appeals
to the troubled, suffering, perishing
thousands around, that they may come to
Christ and find help. The demand is
urgent, and the response of the church in
this active, enlightened day should be
prompt, hearty and sweeping. It will
require sacrifices, but a religion that does
not suffer sacrifices is a sham--a fearful
delusion. The people ought to know it
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Gather
h
them to go out and be messengers of light
Thus, and
thus alone, can the unsaved masses be
reached

and turn from the delusions,

them into the church and then teac

and life to the masses around

A REVIVAL CALENDAR.

I have a method which 1 have worked
now for many vears and always | am sure
with helpful results. Some six weeks or
two months before the meetings begin |
print what I call a ** Revival Calend.
which contains an announcement of the
meetings and the topic and S riptural
reference to the text for each sermon dur-
ing the month of revival meetings to he
held. (I have for a great many years
held meetings during the month of
January each year, usually beginning
with Wateh Night). I have from thirty
to fifty thousand of these calendars print
ed, and seek sometimes in one way, some
times in another, to have these put in
every house, and in boarding houses into
every boarder’s room, within thre (uarters
of a mile of the church, This has good
results in many ways ; first, it thoroughly
rubs in the fact of the meetings into the
consciousness of the church itself, Every-
body knows about the meetings  far
enough ahead to refrain from gotting tied
up with other engagements, All the
societies of the church have due notice
and sidetrack themselves until after the
revival.——Rev. Dr. Banks.

AN EXCELLENT PLAN,

As an evidence of what can be done by
a pastor who is quick to act as well as
definite in thought, the successful effort of
Dr. 8, L. Beiler, of the Richmond Avenue
Church in Buffalo, is worthy of mention,

Dr. Beiler was appointed to his present
post in April last, and found a member
ship of 820 persons demanding his care.
After carefully examining the situation,
he began to be impressed that the special
need of the church membership and the
expressed want of many among them was
“a chance to dosomething ”  From time
to time he was asked and even entreated
by individual persons to suggest some-
thing in the way of personal work. In
reading the call of the Forward Movement
Commission, Dr. Beiler states that some-
thing like inspiration came upon him to
get all his people engaged in active work
of some kind.  Without further delay he
mounted his bicycle and in the course of
a few hours had arranged places of meet-
ing for twenty-one cottage prayer meet-
ings, and had also secured a leader for
each meeting. These prayer meetings were
all posted on the church bulletin and the
plan was received with expressions of
hearty thanks from the people. Lists of
the members living near each place were
given to the leaders of the respective
meetings, and these either sent invitations
or called personally upon those near them.

A wave of blessing came upon nearly
every meeting. Members who had not
taken part in any service for years prayed
or spoke. A number confessed Christ
who had never done so before. The peo-
ple of their own accord arranged for nine-

teen cottage meetings to be held the fol
The whole church felt the
impulse, and the \\.~||.wl.\_\ evening
prayar meeting of the following week was
the best in the history of the church in
point of numbers at least. 1t is expected
that rally services will follow carly in O
tober, and all workers are to bo enrolled

lowing week

who will agree to try and win a definite
number of souls for Christ

This case illustrates what many earnest
workers among us have long believed
that the only thing needed to stir our
people into action is a plan of operation
and reasonable arrangements for dire ing
their efforts when they respond to the
call.  When a finger is laid upon the
wrist of any human being the pulse is im
mediately felt in the wrist that is pressed
When an appeal is made in the right way
to any human heart which is under the
influence of the Spirit of Christ the proper
pulsation will respond. Al real disciples
of our Saviour have a heart whic | prompts
them to embrace all reasonable opportu
nities for doing their Saviour's work
Bishop Thobwrn

BLAZING BONFIRES OF SAVED SOULS.

When the Emperor Ferdinund, in 183x,
visited Innspruck, his loyal people wrote
his name in immense bonfires that covered
the side of the mountain that overhangs
the town. When night fell upon the
earth, the Emperor was surprised and
pleased to behold his name in characters
of fire, stretching five miles along the
mountain slope, each flaming letter sery
ing to fill the darkness with the light of
day.

Leaguesof Canadian Methodism, arouse
yourselves, be up and doing, and in your
loyalty to Christ, your Emperor, labor so
earnestly in the evangelistic movement of
the closing days of this all-glorious nine
teenth century, that at our great watch
night service, if not before, Christ, from
the supernal heights, shall see blazing, and
in bonfires of new-born souls, his name,
““the name of Jesus,” stretching across
the continent from where the cold A tlantie
spraycorruscatesinfoamy splendor against
the rock bound coast of Labrador, to the
golden sands of Vancouver, bathed by the
rolling billows of the mighty Pacific,

t Jous Monrrisox

London, Ont,

A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST.

To be a follower of Christ in any
practical and rational sense, we must
imitate his example and earry on his work,
Worshiping God in the sanctuary is well,
provided it better prepares people for
going out and doing the comforting and
saving work of Christ, and provided it
sends them out to that end. But unless
something of that sort is the result your
sanctuary service is worthless, A man's
religion that is consumed on himself is a
poor religion, not worthy of the name.
The world is crying for the gospel, and
perishing for lack of it, and members of
the church who have been converted and
promised to serve God are backsliding
and losing their salvation because they
are not seeking the lost and giving them
the gospel in the much-needed Ways.
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THE APOSTLE OF THE NORTH.

All missionary workers should show
their appreciation of the missionary book
which has been placed in this year's Read-
ing Course, by taking it up and doing
their utmost to place it in the hands of
all our Leaguers, Dr. F. C. Stephenson
writes as follows of this book

“Reading * The Apostle of the North,
James Evans,’ gave me great pleasure and
profit. 1 am sure the Epworth League
Reading Course Committee has placed
all Joyal Methodists of Canada under
great obligations. This book is all that
could be desired from a British, Canadian,
Methodist and missionary standpoint. 1t
is British from cover to cover, It stirs
our hearts to read of the mother church's
love for Canada ; such love as gave a hero
son like Evans to predch the gospel in
those perilous days.  Certainly those who
read this thrilling history of part of the
early days of trade and preaching will
appreciate our national inheritance, It
is intensely Canadian, but best of all it is
thoroughly missionary. The triumph of
the gospel over the heathenism of the
North American Indian is the key-note
from start to finish. It should teach all
who read it that trade carried on by the
wicked white men will never save the
heathen, but that the heathen can be
saved by the church sending forth and
supporting missionaries, who preach the
gospel and live lives of loving labor. 1
hope no Leaguer will be debarred the
privilege of reading this timely, helpful
book. T would suggest that at’ least two
meetings be given to the study of it, in
February next  One evening could be
well spent on it from a literary stand
point and another could not be better
spent than by dealing with its missionary
teaching. 1 feel like asking that yet
another meeting be given to the study of
Evans’ spiritual life with the Lope that
his mantle might fall on many of our
young men, as there are still thousands
of Indians in our Dominion who have not
yet heard the gospel.”

THE GENERAL BOARD,

Our General Board of Missions met in
Kingston October 4th and 5th. Here are
a few items gleaned from the report which
may be of interest to those who like to
got the news in a nutshell :

The annual statement of Rev. James
Woodsworth showed that our work is
prospering in the North-west. The mem-
bership of the Manitoba and North-west
Conference has grown from 18,741 to
20,137 during the past year. Thisis the
rgest membership of any denomination
in the North-west. The present need is,

more men

The Guardian states that the Board
made appropriations which provided that
married ordained missionaries should re-
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ceive $600 as salary. The impression
may possibly be made upon some minds
that the ministers laboring on domestic
ssions actually receive that amount,
which is by no means the case. This fig-
ure is what the Board thinks they ought
to receive.  As a matter of fact many of
them get but little more than half of the
sum appropriated.

The annual report, read at the Anni-
versary meeting, says that, “notwith-
standing the temporary collapse of the
work in China, the conditions for the
world’s evangelization were never more
favorable than at present. way is
providentially paved by which the pel
may reach the earth’s remotest ra

The total income for the past year has
been $275,489, an increase of 89,509,
This is the largest sum ever received du-
ring one year in the history of the society,

Large as the income has been, it falls
short of the expenditure by £4,7: Dr.
Sutherland urges that the watchword for
this year be $300,000 for missions,

Considerable discussion was evoked
concerning the work of the Young Peo-
ple’s Forward Movement, and its effect
upon the contributions and general work
of the Society. The opinion was general
and emphatic that the work the young
people were doing was decidedly advan-
tageous, a movement of God, and worthy
of the church’s highest commendation and
support.  The young People’s Movement
had helped to increase rather than dimin-
ish the income of the general society ; it
needed thy hearty encouragement and
also the wise guidance of the Board. The
question of Dr. Stephenson’s work and
salary was referred to the Committee on
the Forward Movement,

A resolution, presented by Dr. Suther-
land, was unanimously accepted : “Th,
this Board acknowledges with profound
gratitude the gracious providence of Al
mighty God, manifested in the preserva-
tion of our missionaries in West China
from violence and death. We also extend
to our faithful workers our sympathy in
the trials to which they have been’ ex-
posed, our joy in their safety, and our
carnest hope that the way may speedily
be opened for their return to their distant
tield of toil.”

NOTES.

A Cuinese Christian woman recently
remarked: “ I suppose hundreds of women
in China kill themselves every day, be-
cause their life is too miserable to be
borne.”

To THosk who while able to give much,
give little and grudgingly to Christian
missions, Dr. Parkhuarst says a single dol-
lar may look large, but when spread over
a year is too thin to lie down upon and
pray, “Thy kingdom come.”

Tur Canadian Preshyterian Woman's
Missionary Society has reached its twen-
ty-third yoar, has representatives in India
and China, and reports 642 auxiliaries,
302 mission bands, a total membership of
21,000, and an income of 845,513 last
year.
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Tue London Missionary Society’s Rq
port tells of a Chinese convert who ha
been pleading publicly for Africa at .
prayer meeting. He was asked if he knew
where that continent was, or anythin;
about it. He very promptly replied
“No, but God does.”

The Siamese have shown their appre
ciation of the efforts of the Presbyterian
missior.aries by contributing 15,000 tical
(%£9,000) for the purchase of a new site
for the Christian High School in Bang
kok. The king gave 1,600 ticals, and hix
example was followed by princes of the
realm and nobles, who seemed glad to aid
in the enterprise.

A vNiQue method of procuring a mis
sionary library was followed by a Chicago
i A list of the books desired was
n; another column contained the
authors’ names ; a third column gave the
ice of each bhook, while the last column
was left blank for the names of those who
were willing to buy hooks aad give them
to the society. A personal canvass resulted
in filling the list,

OxE day, almost thirteen years ago, af-
ter Bishop William Taylor had put a
day of hard work marking out a mission
farm with one of his pioneer missionaries,
he sought relief from the hot sun under a
shady tree.  After prayer he turned to
the missionary and said: “ Never meas
ure your work by what you see or suffer
in your short day. We, to-day, are lay
ing the foundation of the church in this
heathen land that is to stand, and when
we have been in glory ten thousand years
souls will be reported at the portals of
heaven coming in from the seed-sowing of
1885.”

A wriITER in Zhe Churchman says: “Tt
is true, though strange, that for the first
8ixX years or so, very little visible effect is
produced by mis mary teaching and in-
fluence. The mind of a pagan descendant,
of innumerable centuries of pagans ap
pears to be for some time impenetrable to
the Christian doctrine, and no matter how
zealously a missionary may strive with
him, he continues to present a wooden
dullness, until by and by there is a gleam
of interest; he catches the idea, as it
were ; and the interest becomes infectious
and spreads from family to family, and
converts multiply rapidly.”

Tue religion of the masses in China
consists in_erroneous idolatry, combined
with the rudest superstition, , . , .
Temples and altars innumerable are found
in all parts of the land, ancestral halls
even in the smallest hamlet, Worship of
graves, soothsaying and sorcery are uni
versal practices. Fear of spirits, of ill
omens, unlucky places and days, torments
the people almost continually. ~ An infin-
ity of toil and expense is incurred to avert
disaster snd procure good luck. Benefi
cence is praised, and yet there is no land
where more human beings starve to death,
are slaughtered in rebellions, or pine away
in misery, than in China. Moreover, the
poor are hardly anywhere so drained of
their means as here.  Filial duty is ex
tolled, but more care seems to be taken
for the dead tlian for the living, Poverty
and decay are apparent.
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*W*ﬁ*ﬁiﬁ'g‘:*ﬁ*m but a beginuer.  There are mysteries in  tifieation 1 Why not by the same method

. . %
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“BE YE HOLY,”

A man who has | redeemed by the
Son of God should be pure,  He who is
an heir of God should be holy.  He who
is attended by the celestial beings, and is

soon—he does not know how soon— to he
translated to heaven, should be he y. Are
angels my attendants?  Then 1 should
walk worthy of my companipns.  Am |

soon to go and dwell with angels ! Then
should I be pure.  Are these feet soon to
tread the courts of heaven! [s this tongue
soon to unite with holy beings in praising
God ! Are these eyes soon to look on the
throne of eternal glory and the ascended
Redeemer! Then these feet and eyes
and lips should be pure and holy, I
should be dead to the world and live for
heaven.— Aibert Barnes,

THE CHRISTIAN'S STRENGTH.

Ierossed the ocean in a powerful steam-
ship, which weighed more than twenty
thousand tons, and pushed her w ay against
wind and wave at the rate of over twenty
knots an hour, I could not see the pro-
pelling force ; that was hidden deep down
in the glowing furnaces, helped constantly
with fresh coal. That illustrates the
spiritual life of eve strong, healthy,
growing stian ; his strength is meas
ured by the inward supply of divine
The spiritual force and progress of
ing Christian prove that his life is hid
with Jesus Christ.  Happy are you if
your neighbors who can see you every
day can know by your outward conduct
that your inner life is fed by an unseen
Christ.—Rev. 1. L. Cuyler, D.D.

A DAILY PORTION.

The manna was so pure and delicate
that it could not bear contact with earth,
It fell upon the dew, and had to be gath-
ered ere the sun was up. Each one, there-
fore, had to rise early and seek his daily
portion.  So it is with the people of God
now. The heavenly manna must be gath-
ered fresh every morning. \'osu-rlluy\
manna will not do for to-day, or to-day's
for to-morrow.  We must feed upon Christ
every day, with fresh energy of the spirit,
else we shall cease to grow. Moreover,
we must make Christ our primary object.
Weo must seek him “early,” —(’

LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY.

One of the greatest needs of the world
and the church today is men who know
how to pray. The need is felt and acknowl-
edged, but it is easily supplied ; for prayer
is a most wonderful thing and few of us
know much about it. When we begin to
study prayer we find it has in it some-
thing of the infiniteness of God and that
in this matter the most advanced of us is

pray
18 a power in prayer that we have never

v that we have never explored ; there

wielded ; there are joys and sorrows in
prayer that we have never ta . Though
W Vears, we
ples came
wil, teach

Gregor.

we may have been in Christ

still need to cone to him as dis

of old with the request

Ree. G 1. C. M

us to pray

KEEP QUT OF SIGHT.

The
busing

fisherman  who understands his
keeps out of sight of the fish. It
15 recorded of a gentleman whe, seeing
a little Scot lad very successful in
catching fish, asked him the secret of his
good fortune in eatching so many, while
he was seldom rewarded with a bite,

*“ Easy enough, sir,” s
nae go in sight of the fish. T
ful fisher of men must likewise
himself behind the ¢
he would win will see

50 hide

8, a8 that the souls
Jesus only.

DIG YOUR WELL DEEPER,

Adry time has always been improved
more or less to dig wells deeper. There
is no better time to do this than in
the time of a drought. We know of
many old wells that have been made bet
ter than new by being dug deeper in the
time of drought. When the next time
of drought comes they can be relied on
as never hefore

Itis a very dry time just now in the
religious world, and it is a good time for
us all to dig our wells deeper. Do not
be satisfied, no matter wh your experi-
ence has been, but dig deepe The love
of many is waxing cold. iere never,
perhaps, was a.time when it required
more alertness to keep from spiritual
drowsiness and famine than now, And
there is no better way to keep awake
and refreshed with that living water
that Jesus promised than to dig your
well deeper, and then *with Joy shall
ye draw water out of the welis of sal
vation.”  Let us all resolve to go
deeper ! The dryer it gets around you,
the deeper you need to dig.—Christian
Witness.

CONFESSING CHRIST.

To the confession of Chrisc there can be
none but captious objections,  Christ
needed, Christ found, Christ saving from
sin “unto the uttermost,” Christ dwelling
within, Christ keeping from falling, Christ
the bread of life—not a crust, but the
“whole loaf,” as Rutherford confesses—
Christ the well of water in the heart, and
Christ a perfectly satisfying portion. But
why confess Christ a perfect Saviour ! For
the same reason that he is to be confessed
atall. If he is enthroned within, and
reigns after all his foes are expelled, let
him have the laurels of a conqueror
wreathing his brow. This is especially
obligatory, since the devil has loudly pro-
ofessed that he has so strongly entrenched
himself in the human soul that he is in-
expungable till death’s power is added to
that of the Son of God, Why not let
people find out from our lives instead of
our lips that Christ is made unto us sanc-

let the world discover your appreliension
of the forgiving Christ ! The answer in
both cases is, that Christ himself has ap
pointed the mstrument by which he shall
be confessed, namely, the mouth, while
the life confirms what the lips uttey
Dr. Steele,

TAKE TIME.

We are often in a hurry in our religious
devotions, How much time do we spend
in them daily! Can it not be casily
reckoned in Probubly many
of us would be discomposed by an arith
metical estimate of our cof n with
God. It might reveal to us the secret of
much of our apathy in prayer, beeause it
might disclose how little we desite to be
alone with God.  We might learn from
such a computation that A ugustine'’s idea
of prayer, as “the measure of loy s
not very flattering to us. We do not
grudge time given to a privilege which
we love . . Whoever knew an emin ly
holy man who did not spend much of hig
time in prayer? Did ever a man exhibit
much of the spirit of prayer who did not
devote much time to his closet! W hit.
field says, “Whole days and weeks haye I
spent prostrate on lln-ground. in silent or
vocal prayer.” * Fall upon your knees
and grow there,” is the language of
another, who knew whereof he atlirmed,
It has been said that no great work in
literature or science was ever wrought by
a man who did not love solitude, We
may lay it down as an elemental principle
of reli that no large growth in holi-
ness was ever gained hy one who did not
take time to be often and long alone
with God.—dustin Phelps.

minutes !

THE SECRET OF WINSOMENESS,

What is it in Jesus that so draws men,
that wins their allegiance away from every
other master, that makes them ready to
leave all for his sake and to follow him
through peril and sacrifice even to death 7
Is it his wonderful teaching?! * Never
man spake like this man.” [y it his power
s revealed in his miracles ! Iy it his sin
lessness 1 The most m: lignant scrutiny
could find no fault in him. Iy it the per-
fect beauty of his character? None nor
all of these will account for the wonderful
attraction of Jesus. Love is the secret.
He came into the world to reveal the love
of God  he was the love of God in human
flesh. His life was all love, In most,
wonderful ways during all his life did he
reveal love. Men saw it in his faoe and
felt it in his touch and heard it in his
voice. This was the great fact which his
disciples felt in his life, His friendship
was unlike any friendship they had ever
scen before or even dreamed of. It was
this that drew them to him and made
them love him so deeply, so tenderly,
Nothing but love will linfﬂe love. Power
will not do it. Holiness will not do it
Gifts will not do it—men will take your
gifts and then repay you with hatred.
But love begets love ; heart responds to
heart. Jesus loved.— Dolan.

Be one of the very few who, a thing to
done, will not trust it to the unceriain
tomorrow. —Dinah Muloch Craik,

D—

.

v

o



336
& o an &
#: Bints for @orhers, &

THEY ARE NOT LOST.

AR S

The look of sympathy, the gentle word,
Spoken so low that only angels heard

pure self-sacrific

cret act of .
marked by angels

T'he &
Unseen by mer
eyes

I'hese are not lost

ddens all our

The happy dream that g
youth,

When dreams had less of self and more
of truth

The childhood’s faith so tranquil and so
sweet,

Which sat, like Mary, at the Master's
fo

These are not lost

The kindly plan devised for others’ good,
8o seldom guessed, so little understood :
The quiet, steadfast love that strove to

win
Some wanc

rer from the ways of sin

I'hese are not lost

Not lost, O Lord ! for in thy city bright
Our eyes shall see the past by clearer
light ;
And things long hidden from our gaze
pelow
Thou wilt reveal, and we shall surely
know
These are not lost,
Watchman.,

If You Are in Earnest.——Are you
looking for some oportunity of doing
good ! If you are, take to heart these
words of William Burleigh's: “ There
never was a day that did not bring its
own opportunity for doing good that
never could have been done before and
never can be again.” These, are true
words.  You can prove them if you will,
It is often true that those who talk most
about wanting to do good *if they could ”
have no perception of the opportunities
given them every day of their lives. The
real worker in Christ’s earthly kingdom
does not wait for opportunities ; he creates
them. If you are in earnest, you will
never be idl+ for lack of opportunity,
The Standard,

*aw

The Best Resistance.— When David
went up to take the stronghold of the
Jebusites, his enemies behaved very much
like our enemies are likely to behave,
They intimated, i
that even the lame and the blind would
be too much for him to cope with. David
showed a good deal of courage in not
allowing their sneers to hinder him, He
answered them in the very best way-—by
keeping right on in what he startad out
to do. There is nothing so likely to put
the enemy to flight as a course like that,
Somehow he will begin to doubt the effect.
iveness of his weapons, when he sees that
You seem not to have felt them. Scoffe

are sooner discomfited by the deeds than
by the boasts of God's children,

THE CANADIAN

Humble Workers. — Suall is the dew
drop, but it comes flashing from heaven
on its embassage of mercy, perchance to
sparkle as a tear of joy in the blue eye of
the violet ; frail is the violet, but it seems
to delight to give its sweet perfume to the
God who painted it with beauty ; a tiny
creature the canary bird, but it carols its
sweet notes until our hearts bound with
gladness ; |

and a creature, land weak,
you may be, but like the dew droj
may reflect the light of God's et
truth, or, like the violet, you may send
forth the fragrance of a silent but holy
influen v like the sweet songster of
the Canary Islands, you may joyfully sing
sweet songs of praise “to him who sitteth
upon the throne, and to the Lamb forever
and ever ! " Rev. Robert 0. Smith,
e

“Up; High; Over!” A short time
since, the train upon which T was a pas-
senger stopped at a wayside station to
allow a belated train to pass. Near by,
on a side-track, a gang of men was un
loading rails. A foreman stood by direct
ing the movements of the men and eve ry
movement in the work was made on s
nal asif by an automatic machine, * Up
and every man lifted to a level with his
knees, *“High!” and togeth r they raised
the rail above their heads, **Over!” and
the rail dropped from every hand with a
resounding ring.  Thus they did with
ease work that no one could have done
alone and that any part of them could
bave accomplished only with great effort.
Yet each man had his own personality,

EPWORTH ERA.
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which remained with him continual
though he subordinated his yn will
the accomplishment of his task. In pr
paring for his work, in laying hold of tl
burden, this personality would crop ou
but not to the destruction of united offort
Possibly there was friction at times whe
someone made a slip so that the harmon
of the movement was broken, but th
Wwas soon passed by in the renewed per
formance of the task, as indeed it must b
if the men were to continue their service
They worked together for results tha
would help each one of them. Here is an
example for Christian workers, a teaching
for us who believe in “culture for ser
vice.”  We work for results, though our
Master's glory is our heart's motive, Te
give Him greatest glory we must labor
one in His name. One, ten, one hundred,
a million snowflakes are not much snow
But when those feathery beauties spread
themselves over the land and snuggle up
closely to one another until two, thr
four feet of them cover the shining steel
of the rail, the tr stops. The tiny
fingers twine about piston and wheels
and rods, and the iron monster backs and
plunges and snorts and quivers all in
vain.  So may the hosts of our people e
mighty in their conflicts with evil Though
we still retain our personalities, and these
appear in many little things, and friction
sometimes results, yet with firm grasp,
obadient wills and "concerted movement
burdens will be lifted, deeds done, and
that which we desire be brought to pass.
G. W. Cassidy in Baptist Union,

Rev. G. H. Cossuevick, M.A., B.D,

".G.H. COBBLEDICK isanativeof the

County of Middlesex. From childhood
he attended the class-meeting led by his
father in the Nursery Church on the Lucan
circuit. At eleven years of age he caife
under deep religious impressions, but did
not enter on an avowedly Christian life till

he was sixteen, when he joined the church.

\ Prominent League Workers.

His education was re
Exeter Public School, Goderich High
School, and Victoria University, where
he graduated in Arts in 1885 and in
Theology in 1888,

While in all his pastorates Mr. Cob.

vived in the

bledick has been eminently successful
in work with those of all ages, he has
been markedly so in reaching the

young people of his congregations.
Throughout his ministry he ha
interast

shown
in young people's

a deep
work.

While upon his probation he was
attracted by the Christian Endeavor
movement, and organized one of the
first societies in the province at George-
town. At the first Ontario Christian
Endeavor Convention in Toronto, he
was chosen President.

Upon the introduction of the Ep-
worth League into Canada he was
appointed to the Executive of the Pro-
vincial Association. He was also one
of those who arranged the basis of
affiliation between the two organiza-
tions.  Since the formation of the Con-
ference Leagues he has been 1st Vice.-
President, and is now the President of {
the London Conference League. He isan
excellent preacher,andan earnest pastor.
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[Tuosk who are responsible for arrang
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home. 5. Don't wait to take part until
ing league programmes wil] be thankful it ix so late you have no opportunity. Be

to Mr. Watch for these exc edingly vala among the Wait for no one. 6. Do
able hints, and will be glad to know that  not allow ANy pauses in the meeting, if
they are to be continued.  Programmes You can do something to avoid them. Re
for the first three months of the new  member, you can take part more than
Year will be published in our next num

onee in the same meeting.  * Be ye ready
SUGGESTIVE PROGRAMMES, ber.  League oficers will do well to avail o |

also.” 7. Don't forget to look at the topic
until the last thing before you go to the
meeting ; keep it in mind all the week. 8

‘ou are responsible for the success of the
meeting. I it drags, it may be your fault

themselves of these suggestions, even if

their plan of meetings has already been

BY REV. ©. w. warcn, arrunged. It always pays to introduce

a little variety into the services. —En, |
P

Consecration Evening, December nd.

. Examine yourself, Wateh and pray.”
L e il Old Folks' Day. A number of so. Seas
'“t!’"' Gl "lt";',“"]'\‘,'{‘ ::"‘.‘,,., _"l'!l‘.f"":‘,‘,f’;‘"'“ sieties have arranged for a special Ol Absent Members. — Members of the
l~'n;:v)lrish II’;Iix;»ft- Studies -t.h(; P"J.Iilll'l—. Folks’ Sunday.  Carriages are provided  League who are absent from the meetings
"l'lmprniun sod prn\'e’nr book of the Bible, for aged people who cannot walk, and

through sickness or on account of distance
should send message to the consecration
meeting.  This requires little effort, only
w little thoughtfulness, and it tends to
ch those who attend the services, and

2 e every possible effort is made to secure a
gty o ) N s o8 of those who do not
() :\ul,hnnlhip. ’:‘-0‘) . usually have the privilege of the church
Roll Call—Answer the question, “ Am [ Services. Of course the hyl""f’ i
better for the Evangelistic movement 7 ¢, are mac “Ppropriate. It is difficult

to keep the absent one faithful to his
(10) to say whether the young folks or theold  Christian duties,
ic by Tice. & enjoy it most, e
Music by 1st Vice-President, KR Baniance Prayers.—Tie Eproorth
Missionary Evening, December o1, Good Literature Da

Y. — Sunday, Herald has a word to say in

egard to
X October 28th, was set a art by the Loague
Topie—*How to listen.” Matt, 13: 1.2, P g

A sentence prayers: * Sentence prayers

of the Methodist Episcopal Church, as have becom very popular in young

(10). & " Good Literature Day, when a very special  people’s meetings, They sometimes serve

R“lf’" of l:nrwnnl M',“"“’"f August effort was made to increase the circu- & useful purpose. Timid Christinns cm

15th to November 15th. (8) lation of the Reading Course, and the be induced to pray in just a sentenee or

l";iu]""“ f:':,")" our missionary in the Church papers. Tt is a splendid idea to  two who would not do 50 if they were ex
eld, ‘

— » i thus publicly call attention t the import-  pected 1o pray longer. The sentence
English Bible Studies— ance of good reading for young Christians, prayer and the sentence testimony also
The poetical b‘"fk” other than the We trust that this feature wil] be adopted  enable a larger number to participate in
I’““'"“"“,") Names of ]f""k“' () for our Leagues in this country next year, the meeting.  But there is danger of
Authorship and ""“’f" (¢) The great In the meantime let every opportunity overdoing it. It should be the exception
songs of !NN"‘]' () The h"_"“"}' and be improved to emphasize the claims of  rather than the rule,”
prophecy in lho"*“y' (25) our excellent literature, teee
Music by the Music Committee, *E e Meeting a Crisis,— There comesoften
- e o . Evening With 014 Friends.—The 4 time in a revival when the work seems
Literary Evening, December 16th, Walkerton Epworth League Spent a4 to be done—and yet, there are many
Topic “ Confessing Christ,” Matt. 10 pleasant time on the evening of October unsaved, whom such a service should
32-39. (12) the 12th, renewing the acquaintance (by  reach. At such a Juncture in Mitchel],
English Bible Studies— letter) of those who have at various times  last March, we set ‘aside one whole day
The prophetical books—(a) N ames and  held the presidency of the League and (a Toesday), arranged for thirteen it
dates, (b) Their place in the history  who have since removed to distant parts.  o'clock prn-ver services in the homes of our
of the nation, (c) Authorship and These letters recalled pleasant reminis. people, urged attendance upon them and
countries, (/) General influence and carnest prayer to God for victory. The
scope of the prophet, (30) <

agement for the League in future, The afternoon we also spent in consecrat
Question drawer on the study. (8)

ion,
programme which was interspersed with Some of the stores were closed. Business
Music by the Music Committee, music was both profitable and interesting. men and clerks with many others at-
Business meeting sharp at 9 o'clock, Sesn tended. The large auditorium Wil two-

Social Evening, December 22rd, Letter Social.—The E, I, of C. E, thirds filled and Bro. Baker, of Stratford,

5 of Dominion Square Methodist Church, spoke very tenderly upon personal con
Topie—*The Glory of Christ.” John 1; Montreal, recently held another of the secration to God, “This was followed by
114, (15) unique social evenings for which this  an altar service, from which our people
Question Drawer—Arranged much the church is noted, Every person present  went out to work among the unconverted,
same as on October 28th, Write eight received a letter, enclosed in an envelope  That evening our church was packed and
copies of each question and distribute  yhich was  addressed to a particular  when decisions for Christ were asked the
among the members, The chairman person.  The directions were that the large altar railing was twice filled with
will read the qne.xtions‘ Keep sharp  Jogter was “to be opened only by — penitents and wongderful conversions fol-
to the point and time, The letters were delivered Ppromiscuously, lowed. 8o God hono
(a) How can 1 be merry at Christmas

s service when mixe *
nery and if those present did not receive their  with sacrifice. Rev. R, Wiinise,
time and yet Christlike | own letter, they simply passed it on to Mitchell.
(b)) How can I make everyone happy some one else, each person writing his * 4 e
about me J name opposite the words “not for me,” Meeting Without a Chairman,
(¢) Will you tell some Christmas ex. At last the missive reached its rightful  The Editor of this
perience or story

paper had the privilege
a large and enthusiastie
mass meeting in Cincinnati, recently,
which was somewhat unique, on account

- L owner. Mr. P. H. Davidson, 419 St.  of participating in
1f you have any needy in the neighbor-  Japeq Street, Montreal, will be pleased
hood, or can send away any articles of

b to give further information to any one
food or clothing to other more needy o will write to him,

enclosing postage  of having no chairman, The programme

places foII.ow the plan arranged for on for reply. was printed, and in the hands of the

Thanksgiving day. J : Feee sudience. Each speaker was introduced

Music by the Social Committee, Some Dont's.—1, When sentence  in a few appropriate words by a prominent
Wateh-night Service, December 300, prayers are called for, don't wait, but take

League worker who had been selected for
part at once, and don’t pray but a single  the purpose. There were no delays, and
Topic—“The old and the new way.”

y. sentence. 2. Always stand when reading everything went like clock-w,
“Your purposes. Luke 5: 3639 ; Matt.

ork, so that
or speaking. 3 Don’t always do the same nobody missed the chairman.  The
13: 51,52, thing in meeting ; VALY your part. 4. arrangement had the merit of novelty at
Meeting to be conducted by the pastor. Pray for the meeting before you leave any rate,

’

D
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Value of Preparation.

One of our preachers sent us the fol
lowing interesting bit of information,
which very aptly illustrates this
of the Master” “He that is
in that which is least is faithful also in
much,” and also suggests that the success
fully extemporaneous speech is the pro
duct of the most protracted preparation,
Tt may readily be conceded, without twist
ing the political prejudice of any one,
that the speech of John Charlton, M.P.,
in the House of Commons, was from all
points of comparison the ftinest deliver
ance on the South African question given
to the Canadian public. It was, in
every way, masterly. Tt manifested a
thorough acquaintance with every feature
of the history of that unha; but po-
tentially rich inheritance of Great Britain
—the fruits of purchase, of war, of colon
ization, of the protection of the black
races from slavery, and of the Dutch
from slaughter. It indicated an apprecia-
tion of the resources of the tervitory and
of its strategic value, which was startling
to the novice and which thrilled the
patriotic. It amply, even overwhelming
ly, justified the British Empire in facing
the issue which erystallized in Kruger's
ultimatum by force of arms with the
full intention of wiping out the Boer
Republics and in calling to her aid the
hardy sons of her loyal colonies.

Our preacher friend gives us this secret
of the speech to which we have referred
as the result of an interesting conversa-
tion with Mr. Charlton, in which he took
occasion to congratulate him upon his
success. Mr. Charlton has been stead-
fastly reading everything he could lay his
hands on about Africa for over ten years,
He thought nothing of value had escaped
him, as it related to the physical features
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strategic accession of territory or the ex-
tending of the reach of Empire. He has
been led to this study by an interest
awakened in reading the lives of Living
stone and Moffat, and, in some way,
weame strangely fascinated by the story
of Africa, whether from the pen of hunter,
discoverer, missionary, economist, or dip-
lomatist.  Sometimes he thought he gave
the subject too much of his thought and
reading, for up to a very short time before
the House of Commons met last fall he
had no notion that the knowledge he had
acquired would be ealled for from him in
He had been reading and
thinking and drawing conclusions for
himself as a man and a student.  But an
hour came when he could condense it all
and put it forth in vindication of the
rights of his Queen and country. Six
months of eramming muhl not have
placed at his command, the Mass of infor-
mation which he was then able to review
in two or three days, while the whole
subject opened before him without con
fusion, and with his judgment ripe upon
every issue presented. It was an extem-
poraneous speech that leaped from bub
bling fountains of knowledge awaiting
outlet for ten years or more. Let every
student and teacher and preacher write
his own moral to the history of John
Charlton’s speech, which has given him
an enduring fame in the chronicles of the
Canadian House of Commons,

any way.

A Broader Life.

At the Provincial Christian Endeavor
Convention, held at Guelph, there was
nt

e frank discussion on the appa
decline in the movement, and the reme
therefor.  The opinion  was freely
pressed, principally by Presbyterian min
isters, that to secure permanency it would

be necessary to enlarge the scope of the
society, and provide for intellectual and
social culture, as well as for Christian
work. This idea was strongly opposed
by some of the delegates, who believed
that the Christian Endeavor Bociety
should be nothing more than a prayer
meeting, with committees for definite
Christian work.  One speaker went so far
as to declare that the deathknell of the
organization would be sounded when any
broadening out process was encouraged.
Those who took this view felt that the
great need of the hour was a more intense
spiritual life, and a greater baptism of
the Holy Spi In this, of course, they
weresright, but may not the others who
pleaded for greater breadth have also
been equally correct ! Why may we not
have both of these advantages and bless.
ings? There is nothing antagon stic
between intellectual development a.:d
spiritual power. The record of the Ep
worth League, with its four departments,
is a suflicient answer to those who declare
that a loss'of spiritual vitality is sure to
follow attention given to literary work.
It is a well- known fact that the members
of our reading circles are among our most
useful and consecrated members, We
shall be glad to see the time when every

Young People’s Society will make social
i o

of the country, its climate, its possibl
resources, the history of its people of
both native and foreign extraction, the
missionary enterprises involved, the

and 1l I a part of its
programme.  Let all be permeated by the
spirit of devotion to Christ and there will
be no danger.

Novemeer, 1900 18

It Moves.
The Twentieth Century Evangelisti
Movement is certainly moving, In th
respect it differs from many so-calle
“movements.” One of the tokens of goo
is that the need of a revival is so widel
felt, and much prayer is being offered f.
at religious quickening,  All o
church there are signs of awakenin
which should cheer the hearts of Christin
workers, and spur them to intens
effort. At the Financial District Mee
ings and Epworth League Convention
recently held the evangelistic work
ceived special attention, and at some of
our young people’s meetings no other sul,
ject was discussed, Surely some grea
blessing to the church must result fron
all this work of preparation.
The time for discussion and planning
has past,  Now is the time for w

Two by Two.

It was a wise method adopted by the
early church when the disciples were sent
out in twos to preach and do missionary
work.

The other day we were bi ing on a
country road. The weather was exceed
ingly warm, and the road hilly, so that
the journey soon hecame tiresome, and
anything but enjoyable. Suddenly a fel
low traveller came up and we pedalled on
together, chatting pleasantly. The change
that took place was simply marvellous,
Mile after mile passed without thinking of
fatigue, and the destination was reached
long before the time at first calculated
upon. It is a well known fact that two
bieyelists together will make much better
time than one alone.

In working the Home Department of
the Sunday-school, in house to house
visiting by the Epworth League, in can
vassing of any kind, let the workers be
sent out two by two. One will encour
age, cheer and help the other.

The Mission of Flowers.

The work of flower distribution is one
of the most important features of the
social department of the League. For
the sick and those who are shut in, it is
exceedingly gratifying and comforting to
receive a bouquet of flowers, accompanied
by a cheering text of scripture. It shows
them that they have not been forgotten,
and helps to cheer the weary hours.

The Flower Committee of one of our
Leagues reports that they have been
greatly encouraged by very many evid-
ences of appreciation on the part of those
to whom they have ministered.

One lady who had been deprived of her
sight, on receiving a letter of sympathy
and a bunch of hyacinths from the
League, said that no one would ever
know her feelings when she heard the
letter read, and smelled the sweet per-
fume of the flowers. Tt gave her so
much pleasure to know that she had becn
remembered,

Alittle boy who hadreceived a bouquet,
said: *“Don’t take the flowers away
when I am asleep, mamma, but put them
where I can see them when I wake up.”

on



Novesnkr, 1900—19

A little girl said to a League visitor :
“T had such a nice time talking to the
Pansy faces. They made me forget the
pain.” No League should neglect this
department of work, It would pay our
church officials to place a liberal sum of
money in the hands of the young people
to be used in floral distribution,

An Excuse for Laziness.

“ No great interest has been developed
in either phase of the Twentieth Century
Movement here, e lung for something
spontancous.” 8o writes a correspondent
in one of the Advocates, In most cases
this sort of talk is simply an excuse for
laziness,  Such people usually wait a long
time for something ‘spontaneous,” while
unsaved men and women dje around them,
Itis, of course, a good thing to have a
spontaneous revival, but there are many
wlvantages in a genera! movement which
is nlrlilwruwly planned by the church
The subject of revival seems to be in the
air. Tt is talked about and prayed about
in all the churches, so that mi sters and
people feel impelled to do something to
rveach the unconverted, We look upon
this as many degrees better than quietly
waiting for something to happen,

San Francisco, 1901,

Representatives of the three branches
of Methodism interested in the Inter
national Epworth League Convention met
last month in Cincinnati to arrange the
programme for that great gathering. The
place selected is San Francisco, and the
date July 18th to 21st, 190]. A very
pleasant “and harmonious meeting took
place, and an exceptionally strong pro-
gramme was outlined. «The Opening

Door of the New Century ” is to be the -
Y

key-note of all the addresses and discus
sions, and special prominence will be
given to questions relating to young
Christians in the dawning century, Tt is
intended to yut forth every effort to make
the programme so interesting that it will
itself be an attraction strong enough to
induce the Methodist people to cross the
continent, apart altogether from the mar-
vellous scenic beauties which the trip
affords. It is too early yet to announce
themes or topics, but it will undoubtedly
be the best programme yet arranged for
one of oar International Conventions,
—

WE hope that every reader of this pa-
per will carefully peruse the excellent
article in this issue by Rev, G, Edwards,
It is & most effective answer to those who
aver that the Epworth League movement
is declining.

L

Wit an amount of money many of
your young people squander on little
things that do not add materially to the
sum total of their well-being! A young
inan, in Toronto, upon being asked to sub.
scribe for the Epworrn Era, excused him-
self on the ground that he had spent so
1nuch in picnics during the summer that
be could not affordit. It is a good thing
to plan our expenditure so that amuse.
tients shall not have more than their fajr
share,

I¥ the Church of God could be induced
to campaign this country for souls in the
same energetic and systematic manner
that the politicians are now working for
votes, the greatest revival Canada has
ever known would ensue

L

UNDOUBTEDLY the world moves, Shaf.
tesbury was violently opposed when he
proposed a ten hours day for working
men.  Now the demand, eve where, is
for an eight hours day, and it proba-
bly come before the twentieth century is
very far advanced.

Tue Earl of Shaftesbury’s last words
were, “ Thank you,” addressed to his at
ant, who did something for him. It
was an indication of the instinetive gen
tleman, one who always was considerate
of the feelings of others, and who found a
real pleasure in making those around him
happy.

Dg. F. E. CLark says that the mem
bers of the Christian Endeavor Society in
vochow, China, call the organization
The Drum up and Rouse up Society.”
A very good substitute indeed, for Chris
tian Endeavor, Much of the work of a
Young People’s Society is to prevent stay
nation in the church by “bringing on the
roysements,”

Tue first of a series of illustrated arti
cles on California and the Great West ap
pears in this month’s issue. *The Yose.
mite " is one of the wonders of the world,
and doubtless many who go to the conven-
tion next summer will plan to visit it. It
is not too early to begin to save np money
for this trip. Tt will have an educational
value almost incaleulable,

X

Rev. Dr. Dixoy, of Galt, upon his re-
turn from a visit to the United States,
repeated to the local newspapers some dis-
paraging remarks concerning the Epworth
League, which he had heard during his
journeyings. Mr. John Taylor, jr., ex
President of our Epworth * League, re-
plied to the Doctor in the Gale Reformer,
and certainly he did not come out second
best.  Mr. Taylor showed that the state.
ments made by Dr. Dixon were without
foundation in $act.

L d

No parr of the Epworth League pledge
should be more emphasized than the clause
which refers to our obligation to « bring
our young associates to Christ.” Instead
of looking away to some far-off field of
effort, the opportunity for Christian ser-
vice may be found in the shop, the store,
the home, where every day we mingle with
those who do not know the Saviour. In-
stead of speaking to strangers about their
souls, let us begin with our associates,
over whom we ought to have more influ.
ence than anyone else

L]

AT a recent conference of workers we
heard a pastor say that his Epworth
League seemed exceedingly anxious to do
some aggressive Christian work, He be.
lieved the explanation was to be found in
the fact that all through the summer the
Executive Committee” had held a special
prayer meeting every Monday evening,
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and that for some time the male mem-
bers of that committee had been meeting
at 5 o'clock on Monday morning for
prayer and Bible study. 'No wonder that
these young folks are now ready for work.

Ld

AT a recent meeting of the Toronto
Methodist ministers a number of testi-
monies were given concrning the value
of the house to house visitation that has
recently been made in the ci Every
pastor has received the name of a large
number of families who have not been
attending church. Some of these have
been discovered to be old members of the
church who had chureh letters in the bot
tom of their trunks, Ope pastor said
that he found m, wy of these people
actually hungry for ‘u visit from @ min-
ister or Christian friend. The best way
to influence the unconverted and careless
15 to see them in their homes

P 8

Normine so discredits a minister and
lessens his influence in the community as
for him to contract debts which he is not
able or willing to pay.  In some cases it
is not an easy thing for him to avoid run-
ning into debt, as his salary is altogether
inadequate, and often not paid regularly,
We happen to know of the pastor of a
town church who did not receive a cent
from the first of June until the middle of
September, although the congregation con-
tributed every Sabhath through envelopes.
The Treasurer went away for his holidays
without making any provision for the pay-
ment of the pastor's salary, and so, through
the whole summer the preacher got no-
thing  There is reason to believe that
this is not by any means an isolated case,
Ofticial members should see that their min-
ister is paid generously and regularly,

L

IN an interesting book called “Sonny,”
by Mrs. Stuart, there is a chapter entitied
" Sonny’s Diploma,” in which the author
describes the old father standing proudly
before the diploma framed and hanging
on the wall, as he exclaims: He's the
only one we've got to edjercate, They ain't
been a thing I've enjoyed ez much in my
life ez my sacrifices on account of Sonny's
edjercation, not one, Th' ain't a patch
on my ol coat I've got but seems to me
to stand for some a ivantage to him.”
How much many young people owe to the

eroic self-denial of their parents, who
have afforded them the opportunity of se-
curing an education ! In many cases the
lack of carly advantages has made the
parents all the more determined that their
son or daughter should enjoy the advan.
teges of the high school, These privi
leges should be appreciated by the young
folks, and used to the very best advan-
tage,

Ld

Waes Peter and John passed through
the Beautiful Gate into the Temple, they
did not fix their eyes upon the magnificent
adornings of the gate, but upon the poor
cripple lying hefore it, and to him they
gave the hand of sympathy and help.,
Just in proportion as the church has the
spirit of Christ will its eye turn in the
direction of the wretched, the unfor.
tunate, the lost, and practical aid will be
extended,

_;

e —————_
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Grace Church, Gananoque.
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Gananoque, a town in the County of Leeds,
Ontario, hus o population of about 4,000

which is largely

It is situated on the St. Law
in the midst of the ** Thousand
n miles below Hings

e vigl
ton. It is admitted to be one of the finest
summer resorts on the St. Lawrence,  The
Richelien and Ontario Company’s steamers
receive their quota of passengers from the
west via the Grand Trank railway system at
this point.  Among the churches, Graee
Methodist Church i the finest and largest
in the town, It is built of stone,
facings, with spire, and has three entrances
to the mnin building. The first Methodist
Church was built here in 1836, 1t was of
wood, but was replaced in 1870 by a stone
church, which was again rebuilt and enlarged
in I8, giving the present commodious
structure,  The Rev. G. F. Playter was

cut stone

NETHODIST CHURCH, GANANOQUE.

superintendent of the circuit when the first
church was built, the Rev. Wesley Casson
when the first stone church was built, and
Rev. Wi, Jackson, D.D., when the church
was remodelled and enlarged in 1896, The
site is a commanding one on the corner of
Stone and Pine streets. The church stands
back from the street, and a well kept lawn
adds much to the beauty of the building.

During the incumbency of the present
pastor, Rev. Manley Benson, D.D,, it was
found necessary to again enlarge the capacity
of the building by adding a gallery of neat
design which has also greatly improved the
interior appearance of the auditorium and
gives a seating capacity of 850 in the pews.
The gallery was paid for when completed,
costing a little over $600, and the debt
proper of the church, not large, is being re
duced yearly

The Montreal Conference held its Sessions
in this church in June last, and all the mem-
bers agree that no town or city within the
bounds of the Conference, has excelled the
warm weleome and generous hospitality of
the people of Gananoque

Under Dr. Benson's pastorate the church
has steadily increased financially, numeri
cally and in membership.

The Board has added £200 to the pastor's
salary, the Ladies' Aid has refurnished the
parsonage, which is a brick building, heated

ater system and lighted by elee
tricity. The pastor's study is in the church,
v cosy room, well lighted and furnished most
comfortably

Young Men’s Brotherhood,

As a result of aspecial young men's service
in Douglas Church, Montreal, and a recep
tion at the parsor when nearly 100 young
men were present, an organization for younyg
men has been forme to be known as the
** Douglas Young Men's Brotherhood.” The
abjects are self-improvement, sociability, and
helpful service. The pastor, Rev, G, W
Kerby, B.A., seems determined to make
this & young men’s church

Seeking the Lost.

At the devotional meeting of the Paris
League, Monday Evening, Sept. 17th, tle
Lookout and Prayer-meeting Committee took
full charge and were seated on the platform
The topic, **Seek Souls,” was divided into
two parts— why we should seek souls and how
each part being taken
by a member of the committee.  As the dif-
ferent points were explained, the other mem-
hers were ealled upon for illustrations, which
had been previously given to them, inter-
spersed by suggestions from the audience.
The lesson was read responsively by two
active members. At the close the hymn
“*Seeking the Lost " was sung by the Sun-
day-school Quartette. A very profitable
hour was spent by all, .

souls

Flower and Relief Work.

The League of Colborne Street Church,
Brantford, is evidently doing much practical
work, judging from a report recently pre.
sented by the Flower and Relief Committee.
The following items will be of interest

The pulpit of the church has been supplied
with flowers every Sunday.

One hundred and sixty-seven boquets of
flowers hav en distributed among the sick
since last M

During the same period one hundred and
fifteen calls have been made on the sick and
the poor, twenty-se-en parcels of literature
have been distributed, seventeen bundles of
clothing given to the poor, sixteen small
baskets of fruit have been sent to the sick,
and 15 baskets of prepared food with five
baskes of groceries delivered to the needy.

Something has also been done toward
securing employment for those willing to
work.  Women have been provided with
washing and girls with poshions as house-
maids and nurses.

In this way sunshine has been brought into
many lives that were dark and dreary,

Just a Line or Two.

Two new L. of C. E. societies have been
organized on the Maitland Cireuit.

Rev. Hiram Hull is campaigning the
Neepawa District, Manitoba Conference, for
the L'nrwurnl Missionary Movement.

Picton District Epworth League again
publishes an unusually attractive programme
for its Annual Convention, It is a booklet of
28 pages, containing much interesting and
valuable information.

Tre president of the* Colborne Street
League, Brantford, writes : ** We are greatly
pleased with the revival number of ThE Era.
Our League has ordered 200 copies.  We are
endeavoring to get a copy into all the homes
represented in our church.”

VEMBER, 190020

Tue Sunday-school and Epworth Lea.
Convention of the Windsor District will |
held at Kingsville, November 8th and
Several speakers from Detroit will take pa

Mr. J. E. Forster, Literary Vice Pre
dent of the Palmerston District League, h
sent out a very stimulating and suggesti
circular letter to the Leagues of his distric
calling special attention to the Erwor
Exa, and the Reading Course. We wi
that all Literary Vice-Presidents would ¢
likewise.

Durin the second week of October, t
General Secretary miade a tour through t]
Walkerton District, visiting Che sley, Do
hinton, Hanover, Elmwood and Southan
ton. At each place there was a good aud
ence, and addresses were delivered on Suy
day-school and Epworth League work. A
Southampton there was a large rally of Suy
day-school scholars in the afternoon, followe
by  practical conference with the t
and a League meeting in the evening

Tue Oakville Epworth League held a mo
successful fruit social Thursday eveni
th.  The school room was crowded
t quantity of luscious, peache

apes was consumed.  Rev. I, A
Moir gave a short talk on the topic, and there
was also a short programme. ~Miss Lottic
Lusk had charge of the social part, having
arranged a series of questions and answers
forming a floral acrostic—Oakville Epworth
League.  This was a new departure
social evening, and is a good way of
ing sociability.

wcher

JOATS AN

n our
Crens

Toronto Leagues.

The Epworth Leagues of Toronto are alive
and full of energy. They are maintaining
their membership, and also developing a
earnest spirit of aggressiveness, giviky
vial attention to spiritual life and wove
The Twentieth Century Evangelistic Mones
ment has been taken up with promptness
and vigor. On the morning of Labor Day
A sun-rise prayer meeting was held at Reror-
voir Park, commencing at 6.30, which was
largely attended. It was led by Mr. Emer.
son Coatsworth, Jr., and was participated in
by Rev. Dr. Carman, Rev. G. R. Turk and
others. Those present declare that it was a
season of great spiritual uplifting.  Our pic
ture on the opposite page is from a photo
graph which was taken just after the meet
ing was concluded

On Monday evening, October 15th, the
annual meeting of the Toronto Epworth
League Union was held in the Metropolitan
Church, that spacious building being crowd
ed in every part. The banner, which is
always awarded to the society having the
largest proportion of its members in attend
ance at the meeting, was awarded to the
Thornhill League which had all its members
present, and five others who were expected
soon to join, King Street League was out
in full force with all of its sixty-nine mem
bers, but as the Thornhill young people had
come so much farther, it was felt that they
should have the banner.

The reports presented at the meeting
showed that there are connected with the
Union, 54 sen and 25 junior or inter
mediate societies. The senilor societies rep.
resent a membership of 2,432 active and
1,359 associate members, while the Junior
and intermediate societies have 1,407 active
and 302 associate members, making a total
membership of 3,830 active and 1,661 associ
ate, or a total on the roll of 5,500. This
shows an increase over last year of 185
senior and 98 junior members, while there
has been a decrease in the number of socic
ties of one senior and two junior,

There has been raised by the Leagues for
various purposes the following sums: For
local league purposes, 81,977 ; for missions,
$2,0649 ; for various other urposes, §1,30
making a total of 8,916. The Leagues hae
contributed for missions $286 more than last

£
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District Conventions.

Woodstock District,

he address of the evening

varnestly exhorted the

conducted an evangelisti
large number of young
determination to live fi

ivangelistic services were «

during the week at which addresses

ifter meetings were conducted by Rev
i}

owing officers were elected for the
President, James May:
Vice-President, Rey. J. W, ( )

district, and Rev. J. D. Fitzpatrick for West

EPWORTH LEAGUE S8UNRISE PRAYER MEETING AT RESERVOIR PARK, TORONTO.

Over Ninety-Five Million Magazines.

8 "—The bugler will expect every

inety-five million copies—to
o

*“The Home Guard on Dy
1883, was the Jowrnal's birth-
first  edition aggregated,

was well received at the ve
that time on its growth has
the increase never halting, until
culation has reached nine hundred and

During the past eleven months the
n thousand copies per
sponding interval of

4. ‘At Headquarters.

Moruer wanted Freddie to
early, so she said to him one eve
Freddie, how the ch

tion of Commander-Elect,” :
ickens all go to_roost “Roll Call "—(Testimony Meeting),”
“but de old hen always goes wid L

He stayed a little longer.

w changes or f ftw
ft peak T ) ")
s departments w ' y
the M nary In I «
ported that ght |
MY been e 1 v th his
t f Milton and W k to
e exper f sending out our 1
ary -t Dr. Harry Smith, 4 "o
B I 1 sees it to send \
League Wondstock Disty " Al
o for work alon his line
Dr. Smith was present At the conve n
el nan VO paper on "ruyor
The papers ‘on “The Home Guand on
Duty Were we ken up by Leaguers
The Rev. W, B, Caswell, of Woodstock
Ve A stirrtng address on the Duties of the
Home Board,” which 1 sed the enthusinsm
A stirred the zeal of every true Leaguer
present
Inth E. Marshall
of Waondstock . To th
Army, " wl attentively by
v Iarge audience, after which he condy d
the testimony mecting.  Many Soldivrs
answered to the Roll-call,” test fying their

love and loyalty to the great *( ommander
in-Chief,” and their desire to get into the
** Firing Line " in His service

Rev. H. 8. Dougall, the retiring president,
in the closing address, made a ng appeal
to those who had not yetgiven theirallegiance
to our heral and were rebels against Him

On the whole, the spirit of the Convention
wasa spirit of prayer, of devotion to our
Master, of resolution and enthusiasm in the
Forward Movement against the great forces
of evil

The following were elec ted for the year

Hon. Pres., Rev. J. G Seott, Ingersoll ;
Pres,, Marshall, Woodstock
S ace E. Miller, Ingersoll ;
Treasurer, Mr. Herbert Gregg, Bright ; V. p,
of C. E. Dept., Miss Hopkins, Woodstock :
V.-P. of Missionary Dept., Rey. My Croshy,
Oxford Centre; V..J f Literary Dept,,
Miss 8. McLeod, Innerkip ; V.. p of Social,
Miss Bloor, Ingersoll ; V.. of Junior, Miss
C. Jones, Woodstock ; Representive  to
Conference Executive, Rev, W B. Caswell,
Woodstock

Bradford District,

The Epworth League und Sabhath School
Convention of the Bradford District was held
at Bradford, September 18th and 19th, The re
was a good attendance and the L wue all de
termined to work more earnestly this ve
than ever they have before The missionary
Spirit is increasing, and we look for good re
sults in the future. The District Executive
Committee appointed is as follows : Presi
it, Mr. Deering, Stroud : Ist. Vice
President, My Charles Russell, Aurora 2nd
Vice-President, Miss Sudie Stephenson, Ay
rora; drd Viee-President, Mr Willie Wal
ton, Tottenham ; 4th Vice President, Miss
Florence Jeff, Bond Hend Sth Viee-Presi
dent. Miss Madge Brown, Bradford, assisted
by Miss Mira Walwin, Beeton : §, cretary,
Miss Phebe C. W illiams, Tottenham ; Troa.
urer, Mr. Ernest Martindale, Alliston.  Rey
Robinson, of King City, was appointe
District Representative to Conference.

Brampton District,

The Brampton District held a very spirit
ual and INSpIring  convention st Weston
in September Almost the entire time was
taken up in discussing the evangelistic move
ment.  The following is » list of the officers
Hon. President, Rev. G. J. Bishop, Brawp
ton ; President, Rev, W. G Watson, Mead
owvale ; Ist Vice President, Mr, Walt
Goodman, Inglewood ; 2nd Vice-F
Mr. H y

*resident,
Sibhald, Cooksville ; Srd V
President, Miss Jessic Watson, Brampton ;
4th Vice-President, Mr Abram Ostrander.

I —




ith Vice President, Miss May,

Brampton ; Treasurer, Mr. 8. Deems, Bramp-
These with the following f b

-

Miss A, Crowon, Woodbridge ; Mr. J. Wells,
" Main, Brampton ; Miss

; Miss B. Hall, Brampton,
Weston, District Repre

Bracebridge District.

The fifth annual convention of the Epworfh
Bracebridge District was held

gnn with an evening session on th

of the evening was an

at »
The discussions following the

es were spirited, and often mphasized
most profitably the leading thoughts of the

addressed the convention on
behalf of the Woman's Missionary Society,
giving some interesting information about

Herbert Lee, of Burk's
ing of children, drawing many

At the evening session the Rey, J.
J. Coulter, of Utterson, gavea most able and

and the Rev. John Locke, Chairman of the
District, gave the closing address of the con

o
spirituality and the stress Iaid upon the need
of heing baptized with the Holy Spirit if we

depends largely upon the president, and Mr.,
Harmon Rice filled the position so admirably

elo
The officers last year felt it a priy
an inspiration to work in the s
Bro. Rice, and it is confidently expec
with the very able staff of officers elected to
wssist Mr. Rico this year, it will be a yoar of
great prosperity to the Leagues of t

Stanstead District.

ipworth League was held
Methodist Church, Mag
The Hon. President, Rev.
nson, Chairman of the District,
absence of the District President,
Holmes, M.A., of Stanstead.
After rveceipt of reports from officers of
the district, Miss Carrie Trenholu

wed with a splendid
paper on **The Ideal League.” s
- A. E. Pates, of Compton, on ** The
Pledge—when a Burden, when a Prop,” was
followed by a very enthusinstic talk on
* Forward Movement for Missions,” by Rev.
% W, B.A, BD., Beehe Plain.

The nominating committee reported as fol.
President, Rev. R. Robinson,
President, Mrs. C. 1. Knight, East
Ist V.-Pres, Miss Eftie Hollan,

B.D., Beebe Plain; ded

ara Trenholme, Coaticook ;

4th V.-Pres., Mrs. A. M. Pergan, Heathton ;

Oth V.-Pres., Mrs. A. 8. Deacon, Stanstead 3
A
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Executive, Mrs. A. A. Randall, Magog ; Mr.
Porter Dixon, Beebe Plain ; Rev. W. T,
Keough, B.A., Mansonville; Mr. 8. W, Farn.
ham, Martinville ; Miss Abbie Ball, East
Bolton ;  Representative on  Conference
Exccutive, R “aul Pergau, B.A.

At the evening session a soul-stirring
address on ““Soul Winning— Life Saving,”
was delivered by Rev. €, A vkes, B.D.,
fou A question drawer was conduct-
P. Pergan, B.A., and a conse
by Rev. A, E. Pates, in place
M. England, B.A

ed by Hon. President Rev. R
R hinson
Much praise was given to the ladies of the
League for the hountiful dinner and
supper served in the basement of church to
all delegates and visitors, and to the choir for
& evening session of convention,

A. E. Pares, District Secretary,

Wiarton District,

The annual convention of the Wiarton
Distriot Epworth gue was held in the
Methodist Church, Kemble, on the afternoon
1 cvening 4th The
2 various parts was
» reports gave evidence of a
condition in this department of

h work. The topics discussed came
o the head of **spivitual life and evan-
gelic effort,” and the addresses were very
stimulating.  The Leaguers of the Wiarton
District hope to do their share in connection
with the ll'vwmu-vl. Century  evangelistic
movement.

The follewing officers were elected for the

’re

chur

ensuing  year : Hon, ent, Rev. T.
Colling, B.A., Wiarton; President, Rey.
T. L. Kerraish, Tara ; Ist V.-Pres.,, Mr. M,

Boos, Wiarton ; 2nd V.-Pres., Rev. J. A.
Doyle, Shallow Lake ; 3rd V.-Pres., Miss M.
ett, Kemble; 4th V.-Pres, Miss S,
Foster, Dobbinton ; 5th V.-Pres,, Miss M,
Danard, Park Head ; Secretary-Treasurer,
Miss M. Crawford, Arkwright ;” Conference
Representative, Rev. W. N. Vollick, Dobin-
ton,

St. Thomas District,
.

The 8t. Thomas' District Epworth League
convention, held at Union, September 21st,

e of great blessing, unrl we are sure
the influence will be felt throughout the dis-
trict in the coming year. A deep spirit of

wrnestness was felt in the early quiet hour,
which reached a climax in the closing conse-
cration to special evangelistic work.

Three sessions were held, all of which were
well attended ; twenty-six Leagues of the
district being represented by over one hun.
dred members.  The church was decorated
for the occasion with wers, wrain, flags,
league emblems and motte

Missionary and evangelis
specially emphasized.
district officers, and interest manifested in
the convention, the work is seen to be
progressing, and prospects for next year very
encouraging.  An increase in missionary
givings was noted. The secretary reported
five new societies organized during the year,
making a total of forty in the district. = Re.
ports were sent and given from thirty-two
societies,

Papers and addresses followed by discuss-
lon were given in the morning on missionary
and literary work.  Special music by a quar-
tette from St. Thomas was furnished at all
the sessions and added much to the enjoy-
ment of all,

In the afternoon considerable attention
was given to Junior work. Reports from
the seven societies were given by Junior
delegates, I’n'n-m on Junior work from a
boy's and girl's standpoint were given by
two Juniors. The children present wave a
ractical illustration of how a Junior meet-
ing could be conducted,

o work were
From the reports of

Novessk, 190022

A Round Table conference was conducted
by A. C. Crews. Dr. Stephenson, of Toron
to, gave an address on Forward Movement
for Missions.

The evening session was characterized b,
deep religious ferver,

A very eloquent and forcible address on
the Evangelistic Movement was delivered by
Rev. A. C. Crews, in which he
the past of Epworth Leaguers, qualitication
for service, and need of personal effort. Rey
H. H. Coates, of Tokio, Japan, and Dr, F
C. Stephenson gave short missionary ad
dresses.  The convention closed by an
evangelistic service conducted by Moorhouse

All present were deeply stirred
nse of personal responsibility and
pledged themselves to seek the power of the
Holy Spirit and work earnestly and definite
ly for the salvation of souls,

Following are officers elected for coming
year : Honorary President, Rey. C. T
B.AL Ayluer ; President, Mr. Walt
dan, St. Thomas ; 1st V..Pres., Miss
Gibson, Brownsville ; 2nd V.-Pres., Rev, 4
i8¢, Dunhoyne ; ".-Pres., Miss
Flo Sanderson, T 4th V.. Pres,,

le;

Rev. H. W. Crews, St. Thomas ; bth V,-P..
Assistant,

Miss E. M. Poters, St. Thom
Miss O. Norton, Orwell ; Sec.- reas.,
Mathison, Union ; Representatives— Mr. F.
Miller, Lawrence ; Miss M. Heidt, Frome ;
Rev. F. W. Langford, Shedden ; Mr, F.
Whiting, Sparta; Rev, A, E. Lloyd, Vi-
enna,

X

The annual E. L. and 8. 8. Convention
was held in Perth on the 11th and 12th of
September. This district has been partially
canvassed by a ** campaigner during the
summer and it was hoped that some definite
ion would be taken toward district organi-
zation.  However, owing to the strong oppo-
sition of two of the pastors who thought too
much stress was Being placed on the foreign
mission work to the detriment of home work,
the matter was allowed to drop with the
understanding that the second vice-president
should correspond with the various Leagues.
Those who took part in the programme had
given careful preparation to their subjects,
8o that the convention was exceedingly help.
ful to the workers present,

he following are the officers elected
Hon. President, Rev. J. Tallman Pitcher,
Smith's Falls; President, Mr. G. R, Put.
nam, Merrickville ; 1st. V.-Pres., Mr, Prin-
Jones, Smith's Falls; 2nd V.-Pres,
Miss Playfair, Perth; 3rd V. Pres., Mrs.
Whitworth, Westport ; 4th V..P;
J. B. Arnold, Easton's C. ith o
Anderson, Smith's Falls; Sec.
Treas., Rev. A, E. 8 Waestport ;
Rep. Conf. Ex. ( 'om., Mr, . Acton, Al-
mont ; Ex. Com., Mr. T. M. Howe, Almont ;
Miss Grahaw, Smith's Falls; Mrs, Geo,
Hutton, Jasper; Mr. 8. 8. Merrick, Carle.

ton Place ; Mr. A, Derrick, Merrickville,

A, Sanderson, Sec,

The sixth annual convention of the Sunday
Schools and Epworth Leagues of the Sarnia
District, was ‘mld in Wyoming, September
20th and 21st,  Almost ul‘i the circuits in the
district were represented by delegates. Al
the meetings were well attended and the con-
vention was a success in every respect.

The Thursday afternoon session was de-
voted wholly “to Sabbath-school work.
Addresses were delivered by Rev. Dr. Daniel,
Chairman  of District, on * Sunday-school
Literature,” and by Rev. R. H. rnby,
B.D., on *““What the Sunday-school has
Accomplished in the Century,”

At the Thursday evening session Rev. Dr.
Medd gave an excellent president’s address.
Dr. F. C. Stephenson then addressed the

-

Evvma Maruisos, Dis. Sec.

P;ﬁh i)im-ict:

Sarnia District.
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Leaguers,  His nteresting, earnest  and
spiritual talk was listened to by all with
attention and benetit,  His maps of China,
British Columbin, Japan, ctg., were very
mstructive

Many of the wministers and delegates
assembled on Friday morning at 6,530 » m.,
to receive the blessings of the sunise prayer
mecting. This was perhaps the most spiritual
and helpful meeting of the series, anid n
was sorry for the effort mede in g ting o
such an carly hour

The Friday moming session was taken up
with reports from Epworth gues, and
addresses by Rev Thowas, on *The
Epworth League as an Evangelistic Ayency,
and Rev, J. L Ntewart, of Victoria Univer-
SILY, missionary campaigner for the District

During the last session of the convention
addresses were delivered by Rey JooA
rguson on ** Preparation of our Epworth
the dutics of Christian Citizen
and by Rev. J. A, Ayerst, B.A . on
“ Our Reading Course,” The lst spenker
emphasized the benetits of 4 reading course,
and the specially helpful qualities of the

for us this year, The
r, taken charge of by My,
hier, B.A., of Surnia, showed that
s and Sunday-school workers are
thoughtful and anxious to remedy existing
evils

Others who took part in the Convention
were Rev, J. E. Ford, Chairman of Exeter
District, . N. Hazen, B.A irge W,
Riv LA, Walter Ayers and R, [
Wilson ; Messrs. J. W, Swmith, R. Rawlings,
W. E. McCann and J. J. Porter.

The following officers were elected for the
current year: Hon. President, Rey, Dr.

Daniel, Chairman of Distr President,
Rev. Geo. N. Hazen, B.A. ; 15t V.. Pres 3

n, Brigden ; 2nd Pres,, Rev.
W.A. Swith, B.D., ( il Springs ; 3rd V.- Pros, ,
Miss Rogers, Sarnia ; 4th V.- Pres, Miss

Brown ; 5th V, Pres., Miss Dyble; 6th
V.-Pres., Mr. D. D. Moshier, B. A, re
tary-Treasurer, Mr. R, Rawlings, Wyoming .
‘onference Representative, Rev. Dy Medd ;
cretary for Sunday-school department,
Mr. J. Ayling, Wyoming : Executive Com
wittee, W, K. McCann, Miss Hattie Marsh,
tie, Rev. J. A. Ferguson, Rey A.

o
Thomas,

Belleville District.

The sixth annual convention of the Belle
ville District Epworth League was held in
Foxboro' (South) Methodist Church on the
afternoon and evening of Friday, October

2th.

At the devotional exe

cises, at the opening
of the m

ting, the key-note of the conyen.
tion struck by the president, Rev. Mr,
Watch, and this was continued all through
the sessions, It was that of Missions and
Revivals, how to rekindle the zeal and earn-
estness of the members of the League,  The
afternoon meeting was ehicfly taken up with
the roll-call of the leagues, in which repre-
sentatives of the different leagues were asked
certain questions bearing on the work of the
eague.  The replies were wenerally satis-
factory, and showed no backward movement,
Dr. Stephenson added greatly to the interest
of th eting by his talk on ** Medical Mis-
sions " in the afternoon and the manner in
which he conducted the Question Drawer in
the evening, Other lwulu-rn at the evening
meeting were Mr. C. I, Holton, E. W. Tink
and Dr. Crothers.

The following are the officers for the en-
Suing year: Honorary President, Rev, w.
J. Crothers, M.A., D.D,, Belleville ; Presi-
dent, Rev. E. A. Tonkin, Belleville : Chris.
tisn Endeavor Vice-President, Mr. 8, (.
Gay, Foxboro' ; Missionary Vice-President,
Miss M. Johnson, Belleville ; Social Vice.
President, Miss Boseley, Belleville ; Literary
Vice-President, Miss Maude Galey, Gilead;
Junior League, Miss Maude Lambly, Belle-
ville ; Secretary.Treasurer, Rev. E. R.
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Doxsee, B.D., Belleville ; Representative to
Conference, Rev. F. J. Anderson, Plainticld ;
Members of Executive, James Herbertson
Philipston ; Miss L, Munshaw, Shannon
ville ; Mr. Esmond, Blessington ; Mr. Her
bert Baragar, Chatterton ; Miss I Robin
som, Wallbridg

& Ridgetown District.

The Epworth Leagues and Sunday-schools
A the Ridgetown District held union con
vention in the Mothodist Church, Dutton,
on Thanksgiving Day, Oct. 18th, Mr. 1. W
Angling MLAL, of the Dutton High School
statl, presided as president, The conven
ton was one of the best ever held in this
district Every paper was  pointed  and
thoughtful, while » strongly  evangelistic
Spanit seemed to pervade the very
phere

At

A very interesting paper was given by
Mrs. ). Kingston, Bothwell, on the * Lead
ership of Junior Leagues.”  Emphasis s
laid on earing for the spiritual life of young
children

Mr. Kemp, BA, of the High School staff,
Dutton, gave an address which provoked an
animated diseussion on ** Lesson Helps —Use
and Abuse.” All agreed that the best should
be used—those of our own Book Room, of
course. Rey, J, /. Hibbert, of West
Lorne, gave a critical review of the growth
of missionary enterprise in the League. At
this point the secretary read a ver ur-
aging letter from Rev. Goro Kaburagi, our
missionary to the Japanese in British ( l-
uinbia,

** Preparation for Teaching " was the sub.
dect of a thoughtful address by Mr, W.
McKenzie, of Thamesville, The next hour
Was spent in a real pentecostal service, led
by the chairman, Rev. J. (. Kerr. It was
indeed, a spiritusl uplift to all, My, Anglin
delivered an nspiring  address on * The
League's Influence.”

ntiful repast was then served in the
t of the church and the delegates
enjoyed u couple of hours in a_ thoroughly
ial way. At the evening session Rev. (.
J. Kerr ‘presided, and introduced Rev, 1.
ish, of Glencoe, who spoke very
entertainingly and profitably on * Front
Line I and Sunday-school work."
Rev, 1 George, Highgate, gave a

unique and thoughtful address or Quality
Producing Quantity —a Study in Nature,”
A ) L

Collingwood District,

The sixth annual convention of the Colling-
woud District Epworth League assembled in
the Methodist Church, Thornbury, on Sep-
tember 25th and 26th. 1t wis well attendod,
and great interest was taken in the addresses
and essays given, which were followed by
warm, whole-hearted discussions,
1e programme especially emphasized the
great evangelistic movement about to he inau-
gurated ; and, indeed, it seemed to those
present that it had commenced in our dist rict
alrendy.  Another point that was of waterial
assistance to our gathes ng was the extendin
of our convention this year, for the first time,
to two days.

The programme connnenced with a devo.
tional serviee, conducted by our honorary
president, Rev. M. L. Pearson, and after the
roll of delegates had been called, the address
of the president followed, during the course
of which he spoke very forcibly upon our
pledge and the great necess y of our keeping
Itin its entirety to be thoroughly efticient
workers for the Master,

he evangelistic movement was then fully
explained to us by the Rev. L. Pearson,
Several other speakers, during the course of
the convention, spoke of the different sec-
tions of the movement as it hore upon our
ue work, particularly as to our bearing
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estimony,” by Rev. A P, Addison, B A3

** How the Social Committer van Help," by
Mrv. O C. Tillman; “The need of Bible
Study s a Preparation for the W rk,” hy
Rev. G C Ralfour ; we The Work of the
Junior Loague,” by Miss E. Wile.y

Phe missionary “question of our district
took & very prominent place i the
session, and, ander the title of *
ary to the Heathen, " the Rev. F. 1., Jy wn,
LA our M onacy Vice Pros Ve
clear, ahle addyes
had been do luving the year, and thyow ny
out a naher of valuahlo

At our convention st year Dr. Stephen

v
s and report, showing what

Son wis chosen 48 Gur representative (o the

g fie but

Wik impwssible 1o ser
ght that he conld d
ter work in his present position.  Therefe
\ T
that this district pledge itself to raise st ot
BN for uissions this year, and that the
Executive Committee ho authori ol to e
tiate with the Mission Board for the supy
OF & missionary for the f reign field

Rev, E. J. ‘Adams very ably 1

him, as it was th

wesented

the General Secretary in presenting to us the
Erwoirrn Exa, Mssiona, Outly i the
Reading Cours

“Our Pledge ™ formed the subject of a

very excellent paper by Miss M. Brook, and
the ** Need of # Revival among Young
Peaple ™ was clearly shown by Rev. R
Beynon, B A

A Round Table Talk u wm, Ist, ““ How the
League can help the ":N.u : 2
* How the Pastor ean help the

ev. Mr. Mackenzie and Miss I,
a decided success

This, the last, most enthasiastic and spir
itunl convention yet held in this district,
dat 12 ncon, on the 26th
The officors for the year 1900 are as fol
lows : Honorry Preshlent Rev. M. L. Pear
fom, Collingwood ; President, N. W, Squire,
New Lowell ; 15t V Pres, Miss M Brook,
Oxmend ; 20d V.-Pres., Mrs. (), ¢ Tilliman

an ul,

Collingwood : 3rd V., Pres F.T. Hallett,
Cavenna ; 4th V. Pres, Jos Conn, Heath
cote V. -Pres Mabel Colwell Stayner
Corresponding Sy Miss N Wapnd,

Collingwoud ; 1
Chapinan,

Secretary, Hormee
Treasurer, Mand
s Conference Represents
Brown, Creemore

The Youth's Companion's Seventy-
Fifth Year,

The new voluae of The Youlh's Companion
for 1901 will mark the PAPEr’s seventy fifth
year of continuons publication s venty five
years, during which it has had the Approval
of three generations of readers.  The con
stant aim of 7, Companion is to carry into
the home reading that shall be helpful as
well as entertaining - reading that shall con
tribute to the pure happiness o
ily. Strong in the ASsIran oy
guined is a friend won, the publishers
offer to send The Companion free for the
remaining weeks of 1900 1o those who sub.
seribe now for the new volume for 1901
There will not be an issue from now until
1902 that will not be owded with good
stories and articlos of rare interest and valye,
Diplomatists, Explorers, Sailors, Trappers,
Indian  Fighter, Story-Writers and Self
Made Men and Women In many Voeations,
besides the imast popular writers of fiction,
will write for 7). Companion not only next
year, but during the remaining weeks of this
year.

The v subscriber will also receive he
Companion's new Puritan Girl Calender
for 1901, lithugraphed in 12 colors.

Hlustrated Announcement of the volume
for 1901 will be sent free to any address,
with sample copies of the paper.

e Yourn's Companion,
Boston, Mass

D

lution was brought forward and pted ,
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# The Reading Course *
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Suggestive Questions.

For the benefit of those who have not had
much experience in conducting a Reading
Cirele the following questions huve been pre

pared.  They will suggest many others, It
will perhaps be hetter if all the circles study
“Famous English Statesmen,” and * The
Apostle of the North,"” first

FAMOUS ENGLISH STATESMEN
Chapters 1, 2, 3,

1. What were the personal characteristics
of Sir Robert Peel as a young man

2. What influence had ambition upon bis
future

. What did Peel do for Ireland ?

{. Name the reforms in criminal
effected by Peel

5. Name, and characterize some of the
leading Irishmen who fought for Catholic
emancipation

6. What did Peel do for edueation

7. Name some of the injustices under
which Ireland suffered

8. What was the general condition of the
Irish people in 1842

9. What were the Corn Laws

10. What did the Duke of Wellington say
of Peel's character ¢

11. Describe Palmerston as a speaker.

12, What did Palmerston do for Belgium ?

13, Sketch the Crimean war.

14. What is the most notable name that
his come down to us from the Crimean war !

15, Deseribe the Charge of the Light Bri-
gnde.

16. What sort of man was Shaftesbury,
personally ¢

17. What did Shafteshury do for the in-
wates of lunatic asylums

17. What were the conditions of laborers
in factories in Shaftesbury’s time 7

19. What claim has Shafteshury to be
known as ** The Children's Friend

20. What was Shaftesbury’s attitude in
relation to the Opium war

21. What did he do for shorter hours for
working people 1

22, What other philanthropic work did he
inaugurate ¢

aw

SUBSECTS FOR DISCUSSION

1. The ovils of party strife

2. Is war justifiable

3. Character sketch: Florence Nightin
gale.

THE "' APOSTLE OF 1HE NORTH

1. Give illustrations of the truth that when
God wants a man for a peculiar work He
knows where to find him,

2. Give some account of the early life of
James Evans.
m Ousele

3. Who was Gi

4. Mention the ¢

b, Give a brief account of Evans’ work at
Rice Lake.

6. Who was John Sunday /

Inborers of Evans,

7. Tell what you know of Peter Jacobs,

8 When did Mr. Evans go to Norway
House ¢

. What Indian tribe inhabited the neigh-
borhood of Norway House ¢

10. What were the religious beliofs of the
people 1

11. Who was Maskepetoon !

12. How were women treated among the
Indians !

13. How did Evans' mechanical skill help
his missionary work
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Better and Larger,

A correspondent from Galt writes : * The
» Reading Cireles in connection with Galt
worth League have heen re-organized,
worth " 18 under the presidency ot My
John Taylor, jun., and Mr. J. B, Lobb is in
el of ** Aeme " Cirele Both Circles
are bound to be better and la than last

ear.” The books are very popular

This is just the sort of news that we would
expeet from Galt

Mrs, Sarah K. Bolton.

Members of our Reading Cireles will he
interested in - knowing something of the
author of * Famous English Statesmen,”
who has made quite a name for herself in
the literary world

Mrs. Sarah Knowles Bolton comes from
good New England ancestry. She was
graduated from the Hartford Seminary, es.
tablished by Catharine Beecher ; published
a volume of poems, and in 1866 married
Charles E. Bolton, A.M., of Massachusetts,
wn Amherst lege graduate of % They
removed to Cleveland, 0., where, besides
writing for various periodicals, she did much

MRS. BARAH K, BOLTON,

charitable work. She was secretary of the
Woman's ChristianAssociation, and Asst,
Cor, > of the Nat. W.C.T.U. She has
twice visited Europe, spending two years in
England, France, Italy, Germany, Russia,
Norway and Sweden, studying literary and
educational matters, and the means used by
employers for the mental and moral eleva
tion of their employees. On the latter sub.
ject she read a paper before the American
Social Science Association in 1883, She
was for three years one of the editors of the
Boston Congregationalist.  She prepared
several small books for the Cleveland Edu-
cational Bureau. conducted gratuitously by
her husband, and deseribed by Dr. Wash-
Ington Gladden in the Century Magasine,
The Bureau was discontinued when Mr.
Bolton gave his time to lecturing. Miss
Frances E. Willard says of Mrs. Bolton,
"*She is one of the best-informed women
in America, the chief woman biographer of
our times."

Tie Reading Circle in connection with the
Oakville Epworth League was re-organized
Oct. 4th. Rev. D, Moir was elected
President, and Miss J. Fairfield, Secretary,
Fourteen have already joined and more to
follow
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A Week with the Reading Course,

The League of Bell Street Church, Ottaws
has taken a ufique method of introducing
the Reading Course, and interesting the
members in the books.

Four week-evening meetings were held
following a Sunday of special serviees or
October Tth,

On Monday evening, Rev. W, H Steven
introduced ** Famous English Statesmen,” iy
an address on **Self-Effort.”  Special refer
ence was made to Lord Shaftesbury, and the
speaker pointed out that whatever disadvan
we may labor under, if we only perse
vere we may also attain a like measure of
succes.  On Tuesdny evening, after a prayer
service, led by W. T. Ellis, Rev. Ernest
Thomas, of Metealfe, reviewed Horace
Groser's hook, *“Out with the Old Voy
agers Mr. Thonns gave a scholarly review
of the book, and kept his wudience spellbound
while he carried them with him through ity
pages, as he told them, not to spare them the
trouble of reading it for themselves, but
rather to stimulate them to give it deepes
study to find out the message of the author,
and to discover the merits and defects of the
book.  Wednesday night opened with a tes
timony meeting, led by R. Baird, after which
Rev. A. T. Jones, of Billings Bridge, took up
** Canadian Citizenship,” and gave a stirring
address on the subject.  After dealing with
the question of citizenship and the duties per
taning to it, the speaker pointed out that
there were three great evils we as citizens of
this fair Dominion have to fight against—1st,
Subbath desecration ; 2nd, mbling ; 3rd,
the liquor traflic—and he made an carnest
plea that all Leaguers would be true citizens
and strive, by God's help, for the abolition
of all three,

Thursday, the closing meeting of the series,
opened with a verse of seripture; meeting
led by John L. Spence, at the conclusion of
which our pastor, Rev. W.J. Wood, ad-
dressed the meeting on ** The Apostle of the
North—James Evans.” Mr. poke on
the difficulties and trials of James Evans, and
also touched on his trinmph, pointing out the
lessons we may draw from his life, and ap-
pealed to those present to strive to follow in
James Evans' footsteps.  Whether we are
missionaries or whatever our calling in life
may be, let us, like him, strive to be the best.
The meetings were most cessful through
out, und the object aimed at in the pre
tion of the services accomplished The
interest of the members in the Epworth
League reading course has been langely
increased, all express a wish to read the books,
many have already sent in their orders for
them, and we trust that during the coming
winter season the study of the books will
bring pleasure and profit to all, and that the
desire for a higher class of literature will be
greatly increased by the study of this year's
reading course, W.TE

“Better Than Ever.”

The Missionary Outlook says that this
year's Epworth League Reading Course is
an lmprovement upon any of its predecessors,
and that appears to be the general opinion.
Certainly we have never before oftered such
great value for $2.00. We depend upon the
Epworth Leagues to help circulate these
excellent volumes. Let circles be formed
wherever practicable, and where there is no
circle, the hooks should be placed in the
League or Sunday school Library, so that
all the members may have the opportunity
of reading them. A Methodist Young
People’s Society without at least one set of
these books is sadly behind the times,

——

A pn{))' of the pamphlet, *“ How to Organ-
ize and Conduct a Reading Circle,” will he
sent free to all who ask for it, Address,
Rev. A. C. Crews, Wesley Building, Toronto,
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Slightly Inappropriate.

Quite & humorous mistake, due to the
haste of a motorman to get his car out on
schedule time, oceurred the other day on an
uptown trolley-car. The motorman had
Just enough time to get out of the depot,
Once out he remembered that he had failed
to put the sign ** Basceball to-day " on the
front of his car.  As it was against orders
to go out without the sign he ran back to
the place where they are usually piled up,
grabbed one and put it on his car. All the
way along the route he noticed that people
looked at him in a weenliar manner and
smiled repeatedly. It was one of those
mornings when it was very cool and the day
before had been real hot. The joke was
finally explained when a man yelled to the
the motorman, *“ Quite a contrast,” and at
the same time pointed to n van that had
** Swimming at — " painted on its side
and then to the front of the ear, The
motorman leaned over and found that
** baseball " sign bore the words : *Skat

Philadelphia Call,

on Centennial Lake."

Vanity,

The Philudelphin Record tells a story of o
young woman in a street car shortly after six
o'clock. In front of one of the department
stores a number of the salesgirls hoarded the
car, and, catching the eye of one of them,
the young woman arose and motioned the
other to sit down.

** You look tired,” she said,  du take my

seat,”

A flush of crimson spread o
the one addressed.

**Indeed, 1'll do nothing of the sort,” she
exclaimed.  “T know what you think. You
think I'm a store girl, but f'll have you to
understand that I'm not, and I'm Just as
good as you are, and just as able to stand,”

Nor wonld she take the seat, In com-
menting upon the occurrence afterward, the
young woman who had offered it said :

**It was just a case of false pride. The
girl is employed in one of the she ps, for 1
have seen her often standing {mhind a
counter.  When T have experiences like that

begin to think the men are Jjustified in
speaking of the vanity of our sex."”

er the face of

Just Like Their Elders.

Coadjutor Bishop Anderson has a wee
daughter of four, says the Chicago Chronicle,
who is already a staunch churchwoman and
who has inherited much of her father's force
of character. The other day the family en-

tertained some friends from Denver, In the
visiting family there was a little girl of the
same age as the Anderson child. Her fam

were Preshyterians. It was proposed that
the two little girls share the same Lml. which
was assented to by the children, When
hedtime came they {mth knelt down to say
their prayers in unison.

When little Miss Anderson was saying,
* Forgive us our trespasses,” she heard her
companion say, Forgive us our debts,” and
she said sharply :

“It's ‘trespasses !

““ No, itain't,” said the Denver Calvinist,
“It's ‘debts,’

“Trespasses !’

“Debts !

“Trespasses ! "

“Debts !
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Out flew a chubby Anderson fist and struck
# Preshyterian eye.  There was a mix up
immediately.

& it's “trespasses,’ ain't it /"

“No," said she, stoutly,  “It's debts,
Peace was restored, and the two consented to
go on with the prayer. When they came to
the end the little Preshyterian said ** Amen, "
giving the flat “*n"" of the dissenters, while
the little Episcopalian intoned **Ah-men,”
with the broad sound to the first vowel

e " repeated the Preshyterian

0, " said Miss Anderson, with con

viction,

They were only saved from another e
counter by being bur led into bed. A the
door was closed upon them each was still

her idea of y ation,

Gentlemanly Assistance.

During the early days of Australia, when
bushranging was common, a gentleman —at
least the contemporary who prints the story
says he was a gentleman—was riding along
a lonely track through the bush, when he
heard loud cries for help proceeding from a
neighboring grove.

He immediately rode to the assistance of
the person who ‘seemed to be in distress
Arriving at the spot whence proceeded the
cries, he was surprised and shocked to find
aman securely tied to a tree,

** What is the matter here 1" he asked.

“ Oh, sir," ied the poor fellow, ** I'm
80 glad you have come ! A few hours ago 1
was st up by bushrang who rifled my
ockets, and, after stealing everything 1
ud, except a bundle of notes in my inside
breast-pocket, which they fortunately over-
looked, bound me to this tree and decamped.

** The scoundrels ! ejaculated the new-

i “tand so the wretehes robbed you,

everything you had, except a
bundle of notes in your inside pocket, eh 1"
** Yes, sir.”

“The villians !

And then they tied you
here 7"

o are still tiod tightly—so tightly
that you cannot escape 1"
e8, sir.
** Then I'll take the notes the other fellows
left ! And he did.

A Half of Something.

**Slips of the tongue are almost as fre.
quent as slips of the toes, and sometimes a
great deal more mortifying. An absent-
minded explorer, who had examined the
ruins of Babylon and Nineveh, and who
dreamed of exploring Pompeii, was unbos.
oming his desire to a group of ladies at a
dinner.  He said earnestly :

*“When I remember that the cherished
hope may never be realized, it saddens me
greatly.  You have no idea how a man feels
who has within him a half-warmed fish,”

The woman at the head of the table
dropped her fork and lower jaw at the same
time.

Three American professors on the arche-
ologist's left and four on his right put by
their eating instruments and gazed at him,
Farther down, a woman touched her fore.
head and winked at her friend across the
table.

There was a deep silence.

“I—I—Tdon't believe 1 quite understand
you," the hostess managed to say. ** What
was it you said about a half-warmed fish
being inside of you 1"

The eminent archwologist raised his head
and looked at the woman at the head of the
table. He appeared dazed. He contracted
his brows, and then he blushed the color of

E—
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Jdack roses.  He alwent mindedly thrust the
napkin inside the pocket of his cont and
seratched his forehead with his knife

Then he blushed some more and stammer-
ed as he talked

11 didn't mean that,” hesaid. ]
meant tosay I know now how 4 man fe
who has within his heart and wind s
half-formed wish,”

COh" wjaculated every one present

And the logist “left immediately
after dinner, even forgetting to sy wood
night to his hostess,

Fishing for an Object.

** After 1 had watched a colored man fish-
ing in a South Carolina brickyard without
pulling up his hook,” said the traveller, * [
asked him if he thought there were any
fish there to be caught.”

i No, sah, I reckon not," he replied
But you seem to be fishing.

Yes, sah.’
But perhaps you are not fishing for

1 waited ten minutes for him to explain,
but as he did not, | finally asked what par
ticular object he had in view,"

*** Do objick, sah," he repeated, without
taking his eyes off the pond or moving the
pole, “de objick of my fishin' fur fish whar
dere hain't any is to let de ole woman see
dat T hain't got no time to pick up de h
and work in de truck patch ! Washing
ton Post.

An Obliging Husband,

An ancedote of Horace Greeley, as told
in Lippincott's, shows that a bit of fun at
his wife's expense was by no means distaste-
ful to him

Mr. Greeley enjoyed a holiday in the
country with the enthusiasm of a boy. All
his cares and troubles were left behind him,
locked up in his desk in the Tribute of
Mrs. Greeley was differont from her noted
husband in this respect.  She brought her
cares along with her, and among them that
of keeping Mr. Greeley within bounds.
One day she kept at him till he said

o Alfvnxhl. mother, whatever you tell me
te do the rest of the day I'll

An hour or two later they were getting
into a rowboat for a trip to Tona Island, &
rural paradise surrounded by the waters of
the Hudson. Mrs. Greeloy stepped in first,
sat down, and placed her parasol with the
handle resting on the seat and the other end
on the bottom of the boat; then glancing
up at Mr. Greeley, who was waiting to get
into the boat, she called out :

** Now, Horace, be sure to step on my
parasol and break it getting into the hoat."

** Al right, just as you say,” responded
Horace, cheerfully, and down “came his foot
on the parasol, and completely wrecked it.

Mrs. Greeley looked daggers at him all
the way to the'island. Horace himself was
in the best of moods, often chuckl
to himself, as if he had just th “ﬁ" of a
good joke. He made matters right when
they got back to the Peekskill side by buy-
ing Mrs. Greeley a new parasol, and hand.-
ing it to her with the bantering remark

* There, mother, is a brand-new sunshade
for you, much finer than the old one ; and
now don't you ever tell me to step on it un
less you expect me to doit. I a ways obey
the orders of my superior officer,”

** What shall T get you for a birthday
present /" asked a fond father of his little
daughter, who was suffering from toothache,
1 want some teeth like mamma's, that you
can take out when they ache, 2 the reply.
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Devotional Service,

By Rev. T. J. Pagw, M.A.

NOV. 4 “ARE YOU DOING YOUR
BEST "

Matt. &5 1

Howe Reanisos,

Two lives ! Cor, 6: 1018
6. The power of the Christ life,, Eph, 2: 1.7
How maintained Johi

John 15 ;3540

Veny few people do their best.  There is,
no doubt, the desire in many to reach this
praseworthy state, but desire and attain
ment are two different things. Between our
visions and their realization, there is a great
stretch of territory, and there are lions in
the way. On, the most worthy, and at
the same time, the most difficult ac nplish-
ments of life is to make the ideal, the actual,
To do our best in all activities, and to make

st use of our endowments and oppor.
tunities is an ideal towards which ali should
earnestly strive.  Nothing short of this, as
life's noblest ambition, should be necepted
for & goal by young people with life hefre
them.  God enjoins it, conscience demands
it, the world requires it, cternity rewards it,

He most lives
Wiho thinks the most—feel.
st

the noblest
Acts the be

THE CONNECTING LINK

There is  close relation between this par-
able of The Talents, and the one which pre-
cedes it, viz., **The Parable of the Virgins,’
The first, says Gibson, represents the church
as waiting, the second, as working for the
1: the first shows the necessity of a con-
stant supply of inward grace, the secon
need of unremitting outward activity ; the
teaching of the first is, ** Keep thy heart
with all diligence ;" the teaching of the
second is, **Do good as you have opportuni-
ty."  The parable of the Virging comes
appropriately hefore that of the Talents,
because the Christian's inner life should be
his first care, the outer life being wholly de-
pendent upon it. The first parable calls
al » every member of the church, * Be
the second follows it with another
call, as urgent as the first, *‘ Be faithful,”

THE DISTRIBUTION OF TALENTS,

To understand the arable, it is needful to
bear in mind the relation of masters and
slaves in those early Oriental times. The
slaves were often artisans, or were allowed
otherwise to engage in business, paying a
fixed yearly sum to their master out of the
product of their enterprises. Sometimes, as
in this parable, the slaves or servants had
money given to them with which to trade on
their master's a and bring him in a
share of the ts. Thus, the parable re-
Iated by o rd would be readily under-
stood by his auditors

1. The houscholder vepresents Jesus Christ
who was about to leave his disciples and go
to Heaven, which was a ** f; untry” inas-
much as his servants could not have visible
communication with him. It was to be a
long time before he returned to rule in his
earthly kingdom,

2. The srvants denote first of all the apos-
tles, and then all Christ’s rofessed followers,
and all who haye » ‘ul\'wl the blessings and
privileges of the Gospel.  But as all men
without distinction ought to be his servants
the principle of the parable is applicable in
an lmportant sense to all men witlmut excep-
tion,

3. The Talents entrusted to the servants
nclude natural endowment, education, train-
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ing, energy, skill, health, wealth, time, op-
portunities, abilities, Gospel truth, religious
experience, all the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
One re i its, about 88,000 in
(d, two, equivalent to
about and the third, one, about
£1,600, i represents the
exact state of things as we find them in the
world.  We find no two men with the s e
capacity, ability and circumstances, We all
differ from one another in this respect. But
this does not alter our responsibility, It is
required of every one that he dovs his hest
with what has been entrusted to him,

POINTED REFL

ECTIONS,

L. Religion does not make all christians
nor give them the same work to do,
2. Eauch has precisely what is fitted to his
ability and circumstances —no more, no less,
ivery has just as many opportunities
A8 he ean use with advantage.
3. He that has the least has a great ¢
A single talent, as we have seen, was u large
amount of money. 1 used wisely and well
it will accumulate and become a great moral
fortune,

4. There is wisdom in the distribution. No
one is over-taxed uo one is more required
than he can perform.  No one has been un.
employe Every cup is full,
ote the principle just stated—it is of
great importance, there are few things
that so paralyze the energy of the soul as, on
the one hand, pride because our sphere is so
large ; and on the other, discontent because
it is 50 limited,

6. The receiving talents from God is an
exceeding great privilege, and a great and
far-reaching responsi bility.

al.

THE FAITHFUL SERVANTS,

The man who received five talents is repre-
sented as immediately (straightway) proceed-
Ing to invest his talents, and to increase
them in legitimate trade. He teaches us the
lesson of urgency and promptitude. The
demands of the Kingdom of God are press.
ing, its work must be done without dels
The *“trading” spoken of in the parable
represents the wise and earnest use of all the
talents God has entrusted to us in accom-
plishing his work in us, and aiding the pro-
gress of his kingdom. This man doubled
his capital in an honest business way, show-
that both the capacity and the talents
themselves are increased by proper use,

THE REWARD,

When the Householder returned—which
refers to the coming of Christ when He will
"mlgt- the world in righteousness —there will
be it report by the servants of the talents en-
trusted to them, and the reward meted out
by the Lord. To the servants who had
labored with and increased their talents, the
Judge says *“Well done, good and faithful
servant.” He commends not the acquisition,
but the fidelity. ~Faithfulness, not success,
is rewarded.  * T will make thee ruler over
many things,” implying that there is en.
larged activity as well as rest in the future
world,

L F

- First veward of faithfulness, The first
reward of faithful is a larger sphere of useful-
ness, increased power, greater influence,
We see this illustrated in this life. Faith-
fuluess in the smaller sphere ever leads to a
lnxger sphere, to new activities, to grander
opportunities, to more splendid achieve-
me

Second veward of faithfulness. ** Enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord,” is the second
reward granted to the faithful servants, And
what & reward this i ! What is this joy !
It is the joy of a free activity in doing right.
It is the joy of entire consecration and sub-
mission to God. It is the Joy of perfect faith
in a wise and loving God, committing every-
thing t> his care. 1t is joy in the conscious

love of God to us, communion and friend.
It is the joy of victory,

ship with him.
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AFTER-THOUGHTS,
L. 1t is natural to talents to seek employ
ment and use.
The best use of what we have is the
y way to get more,
This is a great comfort to those wit)
small talents, for there is no limit to thei
enlargement by faithfulness,
For every talent we must render an

Account

- God will say, “Well done” only to
those who have done well. There are n
empty compliments in the day of Judgment

THE UNFAITHFUL SERVANT,

The servant who received one talent wen
and hid it in the earth. He refused to use
what had been given him.  His one talent,
if wisely used, might have gained two, or
five, or ten.  But he was careless, inditferent,
slothful, despising his gift, and he lost even
the one talent he had. ~ This man represents
all those who shat up their gifts fr the
active service of Christ, and live for this
world only.  The punishment for refusing to
use the talent is the loss of the talent itself.
Opportunities will be taken away from him
who neglects them.  Ability to use them will
also be taken away. This is & universal law

the unused limb grows wenk, still water
dries up and hecomes foul, the inactive mind
loses its power.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Note well the ahove exposition of this im-
portant topic. We have endeavored, with
help of one of the latest and hest commenta.
ries, to give a careful explanation of the
topic study. Have two addresses or papers
on the topic (a) *The faithful servant and
his gain.”"  (h) *“The unfaithful servant and
his loss.”  Hold a short conference, or testi-
mony meeting — make it as informal as possi
ble—with this for the subject, ** What am I
doing with my talents,”

Have anewspaper exercise, announeing it
beforehand, each member, or at least several
members, illustrating the topic from the
current newsp You will find inany
illustrations of this topic in the daily prints,
Above all, urge those present to consecrate
their talents to God, and use them for

Home F
The enes
The ra

¥ of the good
onditions

The true prize. ...,

Helping ourselves

i Heb, 6: 1112
ris

1
Fri, Nov. 2 Theinfluence of best

Acts 4 : 18, 3
Sat, Nov. 8. Co-operation with God Py, 40

THERE are many decisions in every true
life. But the most momentous decision in
any human career is when the soul, with a
full knowledge of what it means, resolves to
ow Christ, to be his faithful disciple.
This is a decision that affects the events of
time, and the destiny of eternity. No one
has settled the greatest problem of life who
has not, with the assent of the mind, the
consent of the will, the trust of the heart,
aucuru«l Christ as Saviour and Teacher and
Lord.  The multitudes had been following
Jesus, some out of mere curiosity ; some to
see the miracles which he performed ; some
to hear a man who had created so much stir
throughout the country ; and some, no doubt,
to hear his words, accept his teachings, and
become his true disciples. In order to make
his claims understood by all, and to have no
one attempt to follow him without knowing
the meaning of the step, he turned to the
crowd surrounding him and said : * If any
man come to me, and hate not his father and
mother, and wife and children, and brethren
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he
cannot be my disciple,” Here was a startling
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statement, and a

t searching test. The
Savicur meant in bstance, unless your
attachu o me—and to my service is
placed before all earthly relationship, and
even before your life itself, you cannot he
my disciples.  Your love for me, your
attachment to e, your devotion to my
service, must have fiyst place in the ordering
of your life, « wise, you cannot follow
me. *“*Moreover,” said Jesus to that crowd,
** Whosoever doth not bear his cross and
come after me, cannot be my disciple.”

hat is, when you become my disciples, 3
must be prepared for trial and e nflict. It
ill be no holiday parade, but actual warfare
with its many hardships and privations.
Even as [ n)mlf bear the cross, so must y
be prepared to bear your cross in whatever
form it may appear. ~ The Master was plain
in statin;s what it meant to he 4 dmclpL of
the Son of God.  And what he said to that
crowd he says to us, and to all mankind to-
Ay —you must love me supremely, you must
be prepared for my servie you must be as
salt to the earth—g preserving, spiritual
force to existing society,

&

REMEMBER THE OTHER SipE,

While in this decluration to the people of
that age, as well as to us, the Saviour p
sents and emphasizes the essity of supreme
attachment to him, and the fact that Crosses
must be borne, trials confronted, persecution
endured, temptations overcome, yet it must
not be forgotten that in oth, discourses he
refers to the joys of his servic y the blessed-
ness of full surrender, the well-being of a
life of righteousness, the attainment of life’s
highest happiness—the Summ wm Bonwm—in
doing his will. No great result is ever acoom-
plished without the fulfilment of conditions,
and the conditions which our Lord lays down
in the discourse of our topic are the gate-
wiys that open upon the beatific Jjoys and
satisfaction of the Christian, To realize the

uty of a picture, the work of an artist,
you must see it in many lights ; and to
understand the wonders and beauties of the
Christian life—a marvellous ture of the
Heavenly Artist—you must see it in various
lights to reveal the many-sidedness of the
mystery of godliness,

WHAT DECISIC

N FOR CHRIST MEANS,

There are two requirements in de ion for
Christ—the first refers to the heart; the
second refers to the condict,

L. The first requivement refers to the heart.
Jesus claims the subordination, and the sacri-
fice of all other love to the supreme love to
himself, as the prime, indispensable condi-
tion of all discipleship. The word ** hate,”
which our Saviour uses, is a strong word,
but we need not wonder at it, Let us try
to understand what it means. The * hate "
which embraces all whom nature and God
bid us love, and our own lives also, seems at
first sight too strong,  But this **hate es
not mean earthly passionate loathing, at-
tended by desire to harm—the me ng
usually attached to the w But it means

detachment of affection from other things,
consequent upon  supreme attachment of
heart to Jesus the purifying of earthly love

by loving only in hi readiness to sacrifice
the tenderest of earthly ties when they come
in the way of our higher love to Christ.
“‘Hate"” is the negative side the with-
drawal of our highest affection from every
thing lower than Christ s and oming after
me,’! is the positive side —the attachment of
our highest affections, and our best service
esus Christ our Lord.  And he who thus
demands, and deserves his place upon the
throne of our hearts will bless with unknow
returns and results the confiden, e reposed in
him. 6, the first requirement of disciple-
ship, of decision for Christ, is supreme love
for him, and the subordination of every other
claim, to his supreme claim,

2. The second vequirement vefers to the von.
duet. The first calls for the surrender of the
dearest for Christ's sake ; the second calls

for the acceptance of the most anduous tasks,
and the most self-denying service When
the soldier enlists, it is with the knowledge
that he muct separate himself from home
and kindred, and enter into actual service on
the battlefield for the sovereign to whom he
dged his allegiance, and for the
he loves so well.  He who would be
a Christian soldier must have his first best
allegiance rendered to the God whose he is
and whom he serves, regarding everything
else as subordinate to this supreme eluwim ;
and he must be prepared to do battle in the
great moral campaign, and to render actual
and faithful service for the King of Kings to
whom he has committed himself for time and
for eternity. Every true Christian has his
own burden of handship, difficul
tion, and self-denial to carry, The e
heavy and hard to bear ; but unless we do
carry it, we are not his.  And all the proces.
sion of cross-hearers go after their Lord
blessed journey, glorious leadership ! 1f we
follow after i our crosses grow light, re-
membering his, and remembering too that
he is our leader and companion. The second
requirement for discipleship, for decision for
Christ, is faithful service for him at whatever
cost,

WHEN SHOULD WE DECIDE,

There ean be no doubt as to the time of
deciding the most important question in life
the most imperative duty—the most exalt

ed blessedness.

1. Christ calls us now, When the call for
to fight the battles of the Empire
wuth Africa was sounded over Canada,
there was an immedinte response to the call
to serve Queen and Empire, The eall of the
King of Heaven is sounding in our ears
v Son, daughter, give me thine heart."
There must be an {mmediate response
*Lord "what wilt thou have me to do!"

* Now is the uccepted time, now: is the day
of salvation,”
2. Present duty must wot be postponed, A

true man, one who desires to meet all claims,
human and divine, placed upon him, will re-
cognize & present duty as one to be performed
at once. Of course, one may put ""l" present
duty, and say [ attend to it to-morrow,
But in doing so, he is disregarding the voice
of conscience and of God—and th is a dan-
gerous thing to The salvation of the
soul demands immediate attention— a matter
such serious and vital importance must
not be neglected nor postponed.

3. Inelination is uncertain, This reason
for quick decision should be well ¢ sidered.
The human mind is a very mysterious thing

one day it is inclined to pursue a certain
next day another purpose dis-
inclination of the preceding day.
ye will hear his voice, harden not

" The Spirit calls no , con-
ience responds to the call, and awaits the
il to execute the obligation  which con-
science imposes. If the will, the man, refuses
to act after the repeated demands of con.
science, conscience may refuse to repeat the
call —and inclination “for the better life

to serve Christ, departs, O, the peril of

course,

delay !
4. The world needs true followers of
Christ.  What preserves any community

from moral destruction /Tt is the gomd men
who are init.  What prevents a
falling into deeay 7 Tt is the wo
the nation, 1t is a fact of history that when
evil greatly predominates, destruction is near
at hand.  Hence the world needs good men,
Christian men, to preserve it from moral dis-
solution, and to be a spiritual force for the
world's betterment. Here is worthy motive
to decide for Christ—to save the world for
which Christ gave his lif
b. The Christian life is the only life worth
living.  The question has often heen asked,
Is life worth living " Some have answered
in the negative, but the true Christian
always answers in the atfirmative. The life
with God in it as a living, helping, spiritual

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. 347

force is worth living.  The man who can say
1 know that my redecmer liveth and
rersuaded that he is able to keep that which
{ have committed unto him against that
day,” has an optimistic view of hfe, and ex
istence becomes a delight.  He can iy
My

wl the spring of all my joys
urce of iy delight

ny brightest ¢

ort of my night

The glory of
And

But the life without God and without hope
in the world — Blessed Saviour, save us all
from a life like this now and forevermore *

PONDER WELL

1. No business is worth your attention
until you have settled this business which
atfects eternity

2. How many fires come just after the in
surance runs out | How many are going to
confess Christ to-morrow —and die t night !

3. Itisa significant and undoubted fact
that no one was sorry for making the
Christian decision. The only grief of con
verts is that they did not make it earlier

4. 1t will be remembered with shame by
Americans that after France offered the
United States the magnificent gift of the
Bartholdi statue, it was a long time before
they provided a pedestal, | offers us the
most magniticent of all gifts, and we de
for years whether we will take it

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT

This meeting should be full of the rey ival
spirit.  Hold a prayer-meeting half-an-hour
before the time of the League meeting, to
ask God's blessing on the meeting, and to
invoke the presence of the Holy Npirit_ that
souls may decide to-night for Christ.  Be in
earnest, young people —God help you ! Ask
your pastor to be present if possible, to giv
you any needed help in presenting Christ's
claims, and in Irawing in the net. Have
two brief addresses or papers (a) ** What de-
cision for Christ means ! " (h) * Why should
Idecide now ¢ You will find help in these
subjects in the foregoing exposition.  Have

weh prayer, testimony, and appropriate
song.  And wmay God the Holy Spirit be
with you, and may many decide for Christ.

NOV. 18, “WHAT INTEMPERANCE
COSTS OUR NATION.”
Prov. 25: 1.7, 1521,
Howe Reavisos,

Mon., Nov. 12, The value of
Tues,, Nov., 13, re

n Heh 2 0.0
others Rom, 14 :1.7
. Kom. 13 : 11-14
Ina 523, 93

Nisniess.

nal lite involved . Dan,

The great question which many people
ask those days concerning a thing is, what
does it cost ! Sometimes this 15 a very
proper quest At other times, to place
this question in the position of first import-
ance 18 the height of folly.  In regard to the
evil of intemperance, the ‘ nary considers-
tion is, not how much cash does it cost the
nation, but how wuch character does it cost.
The moral issue is of more importance in the
long run, than th

But in our topic this week we are to deal
with what the liquor traffic costs our nat'on

how much of the hard earnings of the
people of Canada is consumed by the monster,
known us Strong Drink ¢ Farl in the
present year we treated this phase of the
temperance problem, and as correct figures
do not change, we shall use them Again,

fintneial ins

WHAT CANADA PAYS FOR DRINK

The amount is almost incredible. It is
CRormon And the worst of it is, we get no
real value for the expenditure. The people
of Canada spend annually for drink the vast
sum of #40,000,000 in round figures. And
this amount is a loss to the spender—a dead
loss.  When money is spent for clothing,

e
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food or other such commoditios, the par
chaser has value for his outlay But when
money is spent for strong drink, the pur
chaser is simply impoverishod, and not bege-
fited by the transaction Then there is all
the grain destroyed in the manufacture of
liquor, which should be regarded as loss, for
if not destroyed the distillers, it would he
available for other and profitable uses, And
the value of the grain thus used is over u
million dollurs

SACRIFICE OF HUMAN LIFE,

Estimate also, if you can, the valus of lives
sacrificed to the liquor habit, Careful com
putation shows that 3,000 lives are annually
cut short in Canada by intemperance, each
death robbing the country of an average of
ten years of productive lubor, t is esti-
mated we sustain in this way an annual
loss of fourteen millions, he distress,
} and misery caused by these
deaths, money cannot estimate.  There is
also the item of misdirected work The
country loses by having about 13,000 men
engaged in making and selling liquor, not
sctually adding anything to the wealth of the
country. 1f properly emple these then
would add to the country an amount of wealth
estimated at over seven millions,

A BIRD'S EYE ViEw,

Now in summing up all these items of cost
to our country, we reach a total of over
8143,000,000. * But as there I8 & revenue
from the liguor trattic of about nine millions,
we have a total loss to Canada through the
liquor traflic every year of more than one
hiundred and thirty-four millions of dollars,
\\'hl\m a startling revolation these figures
make !

HOW TO END IT!

There are three means that may be used to
end it. First, continue to create public
sentiment without censing, against the curse
of the liquor traflic. Second, let every one
convinced of the evils of intemperance,
become a total abstainer now and forever-
more, remembering that if all the people of
Canada were total abstainers the traflic
would die for want of nourishment and sup-
port.  Thind, the monster evil is not to be
rrr|w(|mtu| by license laws, but cut down
by the prohibition axe, for this is the only
effectual remedy for this ghastly disease on
the body politic. The power to annihilate
the liquor traflic resides in the government.
But the peaple are the government, and
when the people are rendy to strike the final
blow the work will be done, Vote it out,
Kill it with the bullets made of ballots, and
the curse will end, provided we have behind
the enacted law a strong, healthy intelligent,
publie opinion,

POINTED TRUTHS,

L. Keep yourself in the saddle,
words, ** Keep the hody under.”

2. The longer a body falls, the faster it
falls.  Control your Appetite at the start,

3. Given to appetite ;" ** given to drink,”
These are very significant sayings—the
drunkard has given himself Away.

4. The body is like a clock, Brandy makes
it too fast, gluttony too slow : and the longer
It goes wrongly, the faster or slower it gets,

. Strong drink is the most deceitful of
liars. It promises health, and gives disease $
!lll:lulli!we? pleasure, and gives woe ; promises
riendship, and gives quarrels ;  promises
useful  business acquaintances, and gives
poverty ; yn»miwn & mental spur, and gives
mental co lapse ; promises to drown our
cares, and instead Lurux out our peace, It
promises cities that it will enrich them with
license fees and nake business brisk, but
enriches itself and ruins business,

6. If strong drink wepe driven from this
nation nearly all the prisons might be closed,
and the almhouses, and idiot_asylums, and
msane asylums, the places of prostitution,

In other

the city missions, the public charities, the
orphans’ homes.  We could dismiss most of
our policemen, we could pay our public
debts, we could purify our munie il politics,
we ¢ have twice as as m happy
homes.  The liquor question is r than
all other national questions put together

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

Make this a temperance meeting. Don't
divert the attention of the members to other
things.  The carcful consideration of the
cost and effect and destruction of the liguor
traftic in Canada is enough for one night.
The dealers in strong drink are organized,
are holding conventior , and planning with
all their skill for a perpetuation of the curse
of Canada.  We must be alert, determined,
Wwise and enthusinstic. Study the question at
this meeting.  Read carefully the foregoing
and see that the facts there given are
presented to the society. Have some one
appointed beforehand to read Bible selections
against intemperance.  Circulate the pledge
and have it signed. Create abiding sentiment
against the drink teaflic, and lay practical
plans to reduce the evil in your community.

NOVEMBER 25,—“PRAISE THE LORD. "
Paalm 147:1.20,

Home Reavies,

Mon., Nov. 19, Personal reasons for thanksgiving.
Pa 1

§:1.02
Tues., Nov,

Praise in the how
ocl,

2
Wed., Nov. 21, The goodness of God

Thu., Nov Jesus Christ 10875
Fri.," Nov. 2 thanksgiving |, P, 8
Sat., Nov. 20 Praise in song Col. §: 1517

There are many reasons for thanksgivin,
at all seasons of the year, And although our
national Thanksg ivingl)uyforthupnmuntyuar
is nowa thingof the past, yet we should remem-
ber, that every day should be a thanksgiving
day. Both temporal and spiritual blessings
are continually granted, calling for continuous
gratitude and praise. Says one of the early
saints : ** Every day will T bless thee and 1
will praise thy name for ever and ever.” The
closing year of the century is marked in
Canada, ns in other countries, by unusual
commercial prosperity, For this we should
be thankful. Our thanks, however, should
take the practical form of endeavo ng, by
our own conduct and influence, to bring the
moral and religious tone of our country and
communities up to the lead of our natural
resources and commercial pr sperity.

11 fares und to hastening ills a prey,
Where wealth accumulates and men d

Personal purity, domestic purity, social mor-
ality, and national righteousness are the true
forms of thanksgiving to ( who is the
giver of all good, and who claims the worship
and service of man,

FLASHLIGHTS,

We give praise for peace, if it is an
honorable peace ; for war, if it is a righteous

2. We give praise for wealth, if it is rightly
obtained and wisely expended ; for poverty,
if it is honest and contented,

3. We give praise for knowledge, if it is
joined to wisdom and the hand-maid of
religion,

4. We give praise for schools, if character
is taught as well as curriculum,

5. We give praise for rulers, if they are
ruled by God, and seck the highest welfare
of the peaple.

6. 1 am grateful for joys—and for the sor-
rows that have taught me more than my
Joys. Grateful for health—and for sickness,
which has been health to my soul.  Grateful
for faith—and for doubts which have been
stepping-stones to higher faith. Grateful

for money—and for money withheld in God's
knowledge that it would have been my ruin,
I am grateful for successes —and for failures ;
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for life—and for death into eternal life ; for
all things that have been ordered by the
All-wise

od.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

Appoint six members a week in advance,
each to write three personal reasons fi
praise to Land read them in the meeting
Appoint six others, each to bring three s
sages of Scripture relating to praise to God
for specific blessings. Appoint still siy
others, each to prepare for the meeting thre:
ways of rendering praise to God.  Let all the
hymns bear on the subject of the topic

Read the topic Seripture in unison—it is in
spring to hear all the voices voeal with
God's messages.  May gratitude for heaven

mercies lead some to enter heave s kingdon
as un obedient, faithful subject.

DECEMBER 2.—*SPENDING TIME AND
TAKING PAINS FOR CHRIST.”

Matt, 25.1-13,

Home ReapiNos,

Time and work

Results of Christian work,
Acts 5:12:16 ; 1

Jesus serving John 5: 36

Using common lives

Dai

People must take time if they wish to
amount to anything worthy in any depart-
ment of life. Effort is inclined to be super.
ficial these days. Quick results are aimed
at, and short-cuts to the goal are the order
of the day. 1t is true that some things may
may be attained quickly and easily, but as a
rule, such things don't last long.  This is
especially true in the sphere of mental and
moral attainment. Here we must spend
time to attain permanent and satisfactory
results. In service for Christ and the Church
we must know that it takes time and paing
to accomplish anything abiding. Epworth
Leaguers often sing :

**Take time to be holy,
The world rushes on ;
Spend much time in secret
th Jesus alone,

This refers to the cultivation of the inner
spiritual life—the basis of all true service
for Christ. Then, we also sing :

“To the work ! to the work !
We are servants 5,
Let us follow the

th
That our Master has tvod,"

This refers to active Christian service, re
presented by the various departments of
League work, and other branches and other
|e|"‘(?a of Christian activity,

Both these take time and pains,  In other
nds, the cultivation of the inner spiritual
life, and the performance of outer deeds of
love involve self-sacrifice. And we must be
willing to pay this price for so glorious a
result. How much real self-sacrifice is there
in our League work 7 We attend a meeting
a week, sing a few hymns, listen to the ex.
position of a topic, engage in prayer, have
some social intercourse—and go home, Is
this all? How much self-denial does this
involve 7 Do you look after the absent, the
indiffewent, the stay-at-homes, the uncon-
verted ! Do you regularly attend the weekly
congregational prayer-meeting and take son
partinit? Do you endeavor to bring your
unconverted friends to that meeting that
they may come under the influence of the
Gospel and be saved! Do you regularly

attend the public worship on Sunday and
strive to inJucu others to come why are in

different or even opposed to the claims of the
Gospel 7 you visit the sick and convey

to them words of comfort and cheer from
your experience and from the promises of
the Word of Truth? Do you use all effort

to build up your own character ** stron, in
the strength which God supplies through his
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eternal son " Do you really try to ** let
your light shine before men that they may
see your good works and glorify our Father
which is in heaven 1" 1f ‘o, you are spend
ing time and taking pains for Christ,

WHERE TAKE PAINS FOR CHRIST /

In answering this practics
shall view it, with MecLennan, from the
point of view of the Chuseh, the Home and
Every-day work, with closing glance at the
needed preparation.

question, we

L In our church work

This is put first, not because it is the most
important or the most fundamental, but be-
cause so many regard it as merely incidental.
There are those who are reasonably faithful
to their duties at home and in private who
seem to have little or no conscience touching
their Church obligations. What is the
Church ¢ Ts it not the company of Christ's
followers organized for the bringing in of
the kingdom of God upon earth ! As such
it represents better perhaps than anything
else in our life, the thought of Christ touch.
ing the progress of his cause. 1t is, too, the
modern_counterpart ef the marriage proces-
sion, Christ has come as the Bridegroom,
to claim his bride, the Church. Are we
ready to go with him, or has all our zeal, like
the oil of the five foolish vergins, been fised
up ! Have we expended all of our thought-
fulness, enthusiasm, and energy on merely
private concerns, and have nothing left for
the work of the kingdom 7

2. In our home duiies,

The home is the place where character is
revealed, the place wheve the real self is dis-
played. It takes pains to exemplify at all
times in the little affairs of the home, the
mind which was in Christ, but it must be
done if we would live the ideal Christinn life,
There may be some members of the family
unsaved, and your spirit and conduct, Ep-
worth Leaguer, as a member of the (‘hurc'\.
are observed, and if consistent with your
profession, they have a great influence in
attracting to Christ unconverted members of
f‘uur household.  You are epistles in the
home, read and known every day of your
life. See that you honor your Lord, and
take pains so to do,

3. In every-gay work,

If we are fully consecrated we shall use all
the opportunities of our every-day life to
extend the influence of Christ an gst our
associates.  We shall be like the five wise
virgins who had oil in their vessels when the
bridegroom came ; in other words, we shall
have prepared ourselves to accept every
opportunity to go along with our Master
where he chooses to go. In our school life
and during the hours of recreation, in soci-
ety and in our numerous tasks of every day,
we shall bring some glory to the name of
Christ.  All of this we can do only as we
prepare ourselves by thoughtfulness and
prayer.

4. The needed preparation,

In the parable of the Virgins the lamp
represents what is outward, the oil what is
inward. - All carried the lamp, the symbol of
outward profession ; but only a certain num-
ber carri in their vessels, the symbol of
inward spiritual life. The wise virgins are
those who, being united by a living faith to
the living Saviour, have access to a fountain
of grace, which shall never fail. This is the
right and sufficient preparation of Christian
experience and service,

HEART TRUTHS,

L. Time i, needed in Bible study ; read
carefully and prayerfully each day.

2. Time is needed in Christian conversa.
tion ; open up your hearts in long talks to-
gether on the great themes of divine truth,

ligi peri and Christian service,

3. Time is needed in church d $
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make all church services prior engagements,
taking precedence over all other engage
ments wh er,

4. Time is needed in communion with God
and meditation on divine truth, seeking to
realize the presence of God. Five minutes
a day would not be sufficient to get well
acquainted with an earthly friend. How
about this unseen Friend of all men

5. Even if the foolish virging had obtained
oil from the wise, the light of that oil would
only have disclosed their folly. Al Chris
t duty-dving has to be marked ** non
transferable.

G. * Observe the implieation of the par
able : if the Christian has grace in his heart
he is always ready, though asleep ; if not, he
is unready, though he were wakeful and
seemingly watching. Not what death finds
us doing, but how death finds us furnished,
isthe important question.”— Lyman Abbott.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

By way of variety make this mecting &
question meeting (each member to write a
.[m-nnnu on the topic, these questions to be
dealt out at random, and answered by others
than the proposers.) For example : ** How
much tine should one spend each day in
general reading ; how much in Bible read-
in§ ! How much time do you spend /" Or,
** What pains have you taken in the past
week to build up your religious character !
Or, ** What effort have you put forth during
the past month to induce non-church goers
to attend divine worship 1"

PROVINCIAL CONVENTION.

The annual convention of the Ontario
Christian  Endeavor Union was held at
Guelph, Oct. 2nd, 3rd and 4th, and was
generally voted a success. Up to the last
day about two hundred delegates registered
their names, but the presence of Rev, C, M,
Sheldon on Thursday evening drew juite
number from the surrounding towns t.o that
the total attendance was about 350,

On the first day some discussion took place
concerning the present condition and future
rn-upectu of Christian Endeavor. Rev, W,

t. Meln Preshyterian, of Elora, spoke
on the **Social side of Christian Endeavor.”
He argued for the extension of the work on
broader lines, and believed that the oppor-
tunity should be afforded for the considera-
tion of literary, social and historical ques-
tions.

Rev. D. M. Steele, Preshyterian, of Ta
stock, discussed the ** Literary Side of Chri
tian Endeavor.” He believed that the wane
of the Society was largely due to the lack of
mental food.

Mr. William Shaw.
discussion, declared

of Boston, who led the
did not for a mon

y, taking it the
world over, The last three years hac been
f]'e.m of dearth in our churches, whi' - they
nd been years of great material pros;erity
The spiritual life had been ebbing away, yet
rmm-m said the Endeavor Societies were the
st to feel this going back. Their zeal flag-
ged because they had lost their grip on God
and on spiritual life, What endeavorers
wanted was a prayer meeting that should he
led by the Holy Ghost, that would bring the
young people into touch with the unseen and
give them a spiritual life that would enable
them to go out and grapple with those other
problems.

Rev. Geo. 8. Clendenning, of Brockville,
declared that the decline of the Endeavor
Societies was due to the fact that the pro-
grammes did not develop the hrain power of
the mewbers. They needed instruction, and
perhaps one of the best spiritual exercises
would be some of the master-pieces of poetry
in the Bible and out of it. The meetings
were too narrow,

In m&mmling to the welcomes on hehalf
of the del Rev. W. F. Wilson of

EPWORTH ERA.

=449

Wesley Methodist Church, Hawilton, said it
was the duty of endeavarers to show forth
Christ,  Their duty was to show that they
loved the home better than the saloon, the
church better than the theatre, the athlete
better than the gambler, and the Bible bester
than the novel.  They represented an organ
ization which was very much alive, for in
this world there were nearly three and o
half willions who had consecrated themselves
under the banner of Christian
and in Canada nearly one hundred t

Rev. J. W. Gmham, B.A
quently on *The Young Man Problem.”
Rev. Ehnore Harris took for his subject,
“Fruit Bearing,” and Rev. W. F. Wilson
discussed the ** Power of Personality,” in u
stirring speech

Dublin Street Methodist Church was fairly
well filled by those who attended the Metho.
dist rally. " Rev. Dr. Ross occupie
chair, and the principal speaker was Rev.
8. J. Allin, of London, who chose for his
subject, **Prospect and Retrospect He
defined the aims of the Christian Endeavor
mov t a8 : Deeper Christian life, greater
usefulness, loyalty to the church, intellec-
tual culture, and greater socinbility. He
frankly admitted that the Christian Endeavor
cause was not the success it might be, but
thought that the weeding out of many mem
bers would eliminate those who joined only
for fun and **bunfeeds " and leave the solid
earnest workers, who would build the society
on a solid foundat

A ronnd table conference followed con-
ducted by Mr. W. H. Kerr, editor of the
Brussels” Post. The subject was **T venty
Queries about our Work,"” the questions cov-
ering all branches of committee work,

The achievements, present position, and
significance of missionary movements nong
the young people throughout the world was
the subject of the first paper taken up at this
morning's business session by Rev. Geo. 8.
Clendinnen, of Brockville,, The speaker
referred to the various movements at present
in the world for missionary effort among
young people,  Especial mention was made
of the Students’ Volunteer Movement,
which the speaker termed a perfect citadel
for Christ smongst the colleges and univer-
sities of the world. The Canadian portion
of this movement, the “ Forward Move.
ment” was gone into with some detail,

Great crowds assembled on the closing
evening to hear Rev. C. M, Sheldon. Chal
mers and Norfolk Street Churches were hoth

-

spwl

ertl,

At Norfolk Street Church, Rev. W. G,

Howson  deliver

1 an eloquent address on
“The Golden Age,” and Rev. Mr. Sheldon
spoke on “The Open Do in which he
referred to the many opportunities of use-
fulness that are now opening up to young
In a simple, conversational” way,
without any attempt at eloquence, he appeal-
ed to his hearers to do something for their
Lord and Master.

The junior part of the programme was
most_enjoyable. Rev. G. F. Salton, of
Hamilton, gave an interesting address to the
s at Norfolk Street Church, and a
v banquet was held at the Congrega
tional Church, followed by a Conference,

The lust business session of the convention
was held on Thursday afternoon.  The follow-
ing officers were elected : President, Rev 3
Henderson (Preshyterian), Hensall ; Viee
Presidents, Rev. A. Graham. of Laneaster,
Rev. A. Moore Hamilton ; Mr. C. J.

of Toronto ; Mr. J.J. Wightman,
of Maxville, Rev. R. J. M. Glassford of
Guelph ; Secretary Treasurer, Mr. A, T.
Cooper, of Clinton ; Editor, Rev. Dr. Dick-
son, of Galt, Junior Superintendent, Miss
8. M. Whitworth, of Brockville ; Councillors:
western, Mr. H. Bird, of Mandaumin ; cen-
tral, Mr. 8. J. Dunean Clark, of Toronto ;
eastern, Dr, V. H. Lyon, of Ottawa. Brock-
ville was selected “as the next place of
meeting,
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V8. T. BARTLETT,
bearing on Junior
e went 1o He invites the co-
operation of all Junior workers in making these pages both
bright and profitabie.

Watch this colunm for a good recitation
every wonth. This one is for the Social

Committee
A Lift by the Way,

* Will you give me a lift, kind sir, by the
way !’

I heard a voice calling quite loudly one day

I turned around swiftly, to hear the reply,

As a good-natured farmer came rattling by

* Right gladly T will, my good | said he ;

“Jump in, there is room for both you and

me,
And stopping his horses he helped the Iad

i
His huge market waggon filled up to the
brim,

Then, cracking his whip, he passed swiftly
along,

Whistling the notes of a favorite song ;

But I caught the bright look of the tired
little lad,

No longer glooy o sulky, or sad,

All care was banished away for a while

At the prospeet of riding many a mile

With a pleasant companion, so merry and

sy,
Who had willingly given a * lift by the way.’

The answer might easily have been a cross
‘No!

I have many a mile
My waggon is heay ly loaded, you see,

How can you ask such a favor of me ¢

The road is quite even, the pathway is wide,
A boy of your age need not care for a ride,
No! No! now I hope you can hear what [

and long distance to go;

say,
T cannot give you a “lift by the way. "’

What & difference it makes as we journey
along,

When  eve ything  surely appears to go
wrong !

If we meet with those who are cruel, unkind,

Or if we are happy a true friend to find,

Who will give to us always a word of good
cheer,

A hand ready to help, when noother is near !

Life's pathway is thorny, sometin,

S 48 we
stray,
And we need very often *a lift by the way.'
Sarah A, Masters,

Bible Geography Alphabet,
The pla

alphabot are
the Bible,

referred to in the
Il either named or
Who can find them !

following
escribod in

OFFER

To the Junior (under 16 years of age) who
sends to my address as given on of page,
the best solution of th, “alphabet ” before
December 1st next, 1 will send a copy of
Zollar's excellent work on * Bible Geography"

a first-class book. The name of the prize-
winner will he printed in the January Ega.
In writing me, do your work as neatly as
possible, state your age, and if you wish
your copy returned corrected, enclose a 2¢
stamp.  Age, neatness and thoroughness
will be considered in awarding the prize

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

A—A cave,
B—A well
C—A sea.
D--Ten cities
E A rock.

A harhor,

I —A province,

J —A stone-heap,
K—A fortress.

L—A mountain range.
M—A field,

N A land.

O A plain.

P —An island.

) — Dangerous sandbanks,
R —A city of refuge,

S A wilderness,

T —A city,

U —A river,

V —Naboth's possession.
W--Place of wandering.
Z —A town.

Weekly Topics.

Novemser 11Tr—** Our crosses and how to
bear them."—Luke 14 : 97.33
Christ wants only genuine lisciples, that
is—He would have us count the cost of fol.
lowing Him, before we start, that after we
have started there may be no turning back,
Soin the Scripture lesso illustrating our
topie he uses the cases of the builder and the
king to illustrate 1. "honghtfulness, and
2. Tharowghuess, And He ipphies these les-
sons in the 33rd verse. It may not be an
casy thing at all times to be a Christian, but
however hard it may nto us, if we fully
resolve to follow Christ, we shall succeed,
and as an old Yorkshire man onee said, we
shall prove **it’s wondrous casy bearing the
cross wh s tied on wi' love.”  What is u
Seross " Something laid on us to carry !
Yes ! but often many of us make crosses for
ourselves, and that is unnecessary. *‘Never
run after a cross ; but never run away from
one,"” said a dear old Christian onco, We
may make our troubles greater by running
aftera cross, i.e., making loads for ourselves,
and we may also increase our burdens by
trying to run away from them. Jesus set us
the example of willing, steady, continuous
cross-bearing and showed us how we should
bear ours. What are your necessary crosses,
dear young friends !~ Self-denial / Confes-
sion of Christ among your playmates at
school 7 Cheerful testin Iy In_meetings /
Daily Bible study at home! Kind words
and loving deeds among your own family ¢
Are these things sometimes hard to you?
Be not discouraged but often sing hymn 189
n our Cgnadian Hymnal, and what once was
hard will become easy because you have made
it the habit of your life to ‘take up your

cross, and follow Him,

What

Novesmper 18th — "lnt--m‘ndmnw:
23: 15-

does it cost our nation?”  Proy,
21

An old negro once said, ** When T sees a
man goin' home with a gallon of whiskey
under one arm, an’a pound of shank meat
under the other, [ k it's the same all
through—a pound of comfort to a gallon of
An' that's temp'rance lecture enuf
fer me.”  Sound sense! Look around and
what is the cost of the terrible appetite for
strong drink ¢ Not in money only ; but the
cost in discomfort, povert, misery, waste of
time and labor, crime, and the long train of
evils that accompany the drink curse ! Let
not the leader of the m ing confine the
attention of the League to the commercial
side of this great problem. That is enor-
mous—fully  £40,000,000 a year spent in
liquor every year in Canada ; but the social
loss, the great woral waste, the destruction
of character and destiny—these are to he
made clear and emphatic. Our nation loses
money, but worse—it loses men, and this is

Novesszr, 190030

the greatest of all losses. Men that Ar
needed to be a strength to the country ar
lost themselves and become a menace th th
nation instead of u help, by the drink curs.
What does it cost ! The economie side «
the problem may in part be computed ; b
the moral and social loss can never be reck
oned up. If the superintendent desires |
treat the question in detail, work out wit
the Junior the question of cost in a black
board acrostic which, when completed, wi |
look as follows :

Dorrans,
RiGHTEOUSNEss,
InnusTry,
Nuisasce,
Kinoxyess,

In this way, step by step, the various con
mercial, religious, ‘economie, social anl
domestic aspects of the case may be dealt
with, and incidentally, the various items of
cost in the great bill rolled up against ous
nation by the drink habit, may be empha
sized.,

Novesser 25mi—** Praise God ! for what /
~ Py 147 : 1.20,

This is a Thanksgiving meeting, and suit
ably take the form of a Bible reading in
which many, if not all, take part.  The fol
lowing is suggested: The outline is given
with v. 7 of the day's lesson as the starting

point. ““8ing unto the Lord with Thanks
giving.
Make David's resolution 138 : 1,
Study the Song Book— Ps. 119 : 54,

13: 6.

Mark the best reason—Ps,
Keep singing—Ps. 104 : 33,
il some good songs—e.g. :
I'he honor of God's name —Ps, 66 : 2,
The joy of God's presence— Zech, 2 10.
The mercy of God's heart ~Ps. 09:16;
1,

2

ctories of God's power—Zeph, 3 :

The comfort of God’s promises—Isa, 42 ;

Thank God for his goodness—1 Chr, 16 :

34,

Thank God for his Son—2 Cor, 9 : 15,

Consider Acts 27 : 35,

Some such outline interspersed with ap-
propriate hymns of praise and followed by a
season of sentence thanksgiving testimonies
cannot fail to do good to all participating.
DeceMBER 28—+ Spending time and taking

pains for Christ,”—Matt. 25 : 1-13,

Carelessness was one of the faults of the
*foolish virgins,” Careful preparation was
one of the excellencies of the five * wise"”
ones. To be ready whenever the ** Bride.
groom " comes requires painstaking care and
watchfulness. ** Whatever is worth doing, is
worth doing well.” If it is desirable to w, rk
and wait for Christ we should do it thor.
oughly, i.e., by giving all our attention to it,
and applying ourselves to it diligently.

What is done carelessly now cannot be
amended in haste when time presses and the
Lord is at hand. Too many young people
errin thinking that getting ready to serve
Christ, or to die and meet Him, may be hur-
riedly done.  Consequently, they put off the
preparation until the time is pressing, the
need urgent, and the opportunity gone by,
All good work needs both time and pains.
No mechanic can do his best work when in
undue haste overit. No architect's plans
are perfect unless well thought out and care-
fully outlined on paper. And so in all life
We must not hurry, nor try to crowd our
work inat the last moment, because we have
been thoughtless throughout. Take time
for your lesson preparation, give pains to

your studies, and when you are under exami-

nation you will be duly * passed.” And in
studying and working ﬂvnr the Great Teacher
the same is true—life's leseons well learned
the examination will be taken with honors
and the place among the faithful be yours

Dear Juniors, whatever you do, do well, and

in all, serve and wait for the Lord Jesus.

1
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The Church and the Children.

Statistics as given in the minutes of the
seven western Conferences show as follows ;

Total of Sunday-school scholars in
Intermediate and Primary depart
ments, i 3% bbb

Total Junior Leaguers

Total Catechumens .

Of these last named of course some are in the
Junior Leagues and vice versa,

In short, these figures show that of the
girls and boys of suitable age in our
schools for enrolment as Junior 1.
onl

guers
out 8 per cent. are so enrolled, and
of all possible Catechumens only about 10
per cent. are enrolled.  After due allowance,
therefore, it appears that out of an approxi
mate 150,000 children in our Sunday-schools
only a probable 12,000 or 13,000 are receiy

ing any religious training from the church
between Sundays.  If 90 per cent. of our
Intermediate and Primary Sunduy-school
pupils receive no training for the church save
what they get during the Sunday-school ses
sion, need we wonder that very many of
them lost to the church? If the new
cent 18 to see a large accession to the
working forces of the chury and if the
church's recruiting ground s the Sunday

shool, why not go after this 90 per cent. of
our younger scholars ! If the Junior League
is the fitting agency to assist the pastor in
the care of the children, and to hest aid him
in the training of the eatechumens of the
church, why not increase the numbers of
Junior Leagues in all our conferences 7 But
in place of an increase these seven confer-
ences report a decrease of fift i
Leagues, and a small net increase of

membership of Junior Leaguers durir
past year. If the Junior League is good
thing for some churches, pastors and Sunday-
schools, why not for all the rest? If it
helpful to 8 per cent. of our girls and boys,
would it not also help the remainder ! 1s it
not evident

1. That the church is not doing all it
should do for the young ?

2. That the Junior League is in many
places an eflicient auxiliary to the church in
training the young ¢

3. That a widespread revival of effort for
the salvation and training of the young is
very desirable, and

4. If the Sunday-school and Junior League
are both needed for the work of the church
among the young, there should be A great
increase of leagues throughout our Confer-.
ences before the next century dawns ?

Think these things over pastors, superin-
tendents, teachers, and if you are doing
nothing for your younger scholars between
Sunday-school sessions, try a Junior League.

Leadership,

During the annual meeting
Quinte Branch of the Women's
ary Society, recently held in Napanee,
considerable regret was expressed for the re.
ported decease of over twenty Mission Bands
during the year. Sowe of the delegates were
of the opinion that this decrease was largely
owing to the encroachments of the Junior
leagues and the **absorption " of the mission
bands by the leagues. This is clearly not the
case, for the Bay Conference, we much regret
to say, has had a decrease of twenty-four
Junior Leagues and six hundred and s y-
five Junior Leaguers in the past two years,
It appears, therefore, that during the year
just closed over thirty societies, either
Leagues or Bands, have gone out of exist-
ence in this one Conference. Way so ! The
delegate who said, ** Because of the lack of
efficient leadership,” named the main cause of
this apparent backward movement. Our Ju.
niors whether in League or Mission Band
work, need wise and devoted leaders, and
lacking such, cannot prosper.  Too many

the Bay of
Mission-

undervalue the importance of this. The best
workers we have in the church are none too
good for the young folks societies, and until
the best of our workers are prepared to de
vote themselves willingly to this work, the
cannot be the developement of our young,
eople that is so much needed.  Whether
,klunun Band or Junior League, get your
best at it, and do your best wn it, or it will
not succeed.

A Missionary Suggestion.

In such churches as have a Women's Mis
sionary Auxiliary and a Junior League, why
not, instead of forming a Mission Band also,
work together in this way : The president of
the Women's Missionary Auxiliary and the
superintendent of the Junior League are, of
course, in harmony with the work, and hoth
desire the greatest possible success of the
the missionary cause as represented by both
y, working thus in harmony, let
the Women's Missionary Auxiliary appoint
one of its best members to act as an assistant
superintendent in the Junior League, and
let the League superintendent give over the
missionary work of the League to this sister
80 appointed.  The missionary side of the
League will thus be brought into line with
the Women's Missionary Auxiliary, the Mis
sionary Committee will be as efficient as a
Band, the whole League will act together
under the wise guidance of an assistant su
serintendent, and the funds may, of course,
e _appropriated to the Auxiliary treasury
and credited to the League. If you have
been thinking of any such situation as here
mentioned, try the plan suggested. [t will

if you use plenty of the vil of harmony
and co-operation

societios,

Did He Tell a Lie?

How could he have told a lie when he
never spoke n word{ But—the teacher’s
back was turned. He reached over and
struck a neighbor with a pin.  The teacher
heard a shutfling noise and looked around
He was not out of order at all; but was
studying the map of China very hard. Did
he tell a lie /

Sister Susie lost her doll one day. She
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hunted for it high and low ; but no doll
could she find.  He helped her to search for
it in every nook and corner possible, and
seomed sorry that it could not be found
He had hidden it in an old stovepipe in the
garret.  Did he tell a lie ! Uncle Tom
Aunt Mary had come to take dinner at his
home.  All were ready good
dinner, when to the surprise and sorrow to
his good mother, the vegetables had been

to enjoy a

sweetened and the coffee and  pudding
salted. Who was to blame but Bridget ¢
He had carelessly that very morning,

emptied the saltsack into the sugar crock
and the sugar bag into the salt jar.  He saw
the look of dissppointment on “his mother's
face but did not explain Did he tell o
lie ¢

One morning Bridget rushed breathlessly
into the room saying, * Sure, and Ned the
arrant-boy has left the gate open, an' the
cows have eat up all the gardent.” He was
washing his face at the time. He heard the
complaint and knew that Ned was innocent,
yet he did not speak a word. Did he tell &
ie !

What do you think ! Cannot both boys
and girls tell lies without s waking a word ¢
And do they not thus really break the 9th
commandment as given above ! We can
bear “lying witness ' by our silence some
times,  Remember !

A Kindly Word,

If you have loving gifts to make,
Do not. too long withhold them ;
But give them now, that we may take
And in our hearts enfold them
O, crown us with the wreath to-day
Our hungry spirits ask it
We'll never see the rich bouquet
You place upon our casket
Hevald of Peace

* 1 who opened the canary's
cage ! I did.  You said a little bird told
you when I was naughty, so I knew it must
be him, as there was no other little bird
about. 8o I opened the cage and the eat's
eaten him.  That's wot he's got for telling
on me
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THE FOLLOWING FOUR BOOKS HAVE BEEN SELECTED:

I. Famous English Statesmen Il. Out with the Old Voyagers

By SARAH K. BOLTON By HORACE (. GROSER

This.splendid volume practically gives the history of Great Britain
during the last half of the nincteenth century. With Peel begins the
relief of Ireland ; with Gladst

Stories of Sea Travel, giving a graphic picture of th
of the great discoverers. 275 pages and 37 fine illustrations,

arly voyages

re, better land laws ; with Palmerston is
told the story of the Crimean war: with John Bright, the struggle for

free trade; with Forster, the great gift to England of ¢ mentary eduen SORTANTS:
ton : with Shaftesbury, the elevation of labor through legislative ennct Prince Henry of Portugal —The Voyage of Vascoda Gama yage
menta; with Beaconsfleld and Fawcett, victory over obstacles almost of Christopher Columbus—The First Voyage Around the World
unsurmountable. 438 pages, and 7 splendid illustrations Westward with the Cabots—The Land of the Eskimo—To the Isles
of the Carib Sea—Round the World with Drake—In Greenland
TANTRATS Waters—Enstward to the Indies—With Harents to Nova Zembla
1. Sir Robert Peel-2, Lord Palmerston--3. Lord Shaftesbury -4, John

The Four Voyages of Henry Hudson,
Bright—3. W, E, Foy

8. Wi, E. Gladstone

ter-—6. Lord Beaconstield—7, Henry Fawoett

What is 8aid of It
What is Baid of It.

hension of her task is complete.  Studeats should not

s reagns o it a devoted readi 1t s as interesting as Robinson Crasoe,"— Huddersfield Ezaminer
h0oks Which elevate resy o 4,  Full of fascination and graphically told."—Freeman, Seotland.
h makes (he reader feel Ul 10 4 nolie mua 1o, “Such  treasure sore of sen travel one rarely meets in one volume,"—
t aim.” ~ Chicagn T

Glasgow Herald

written ina ple
f information in a s

Mrs. Bolton
Chicagn Inter-Oc

vle and gives a great deal
n Transerip

| record of marit
iy young people

\ capit
with pleasuire

adventure, which will be read
lack and White

o interest and instruet her readers

i Everyhody should read it, it only for the sake of the fascinat-
ing introdvictory chapter.”—The World,

lll. The Apostle of the North
—James Evans

With 23 superior illustrations By REV. E. R. YOUNG The dexien of the author in this volume is to give

vith Rev. James Evans general outline of the Canadian system ¢
Hing chaniors Importance of that moral and intel]

Kood citizenship, 1t very appropi

The New Citizenship,” whic

IV. Canadian Citizenship

By JOHN MILLAR, B.A.
Deputy Minister of Education,

oung people a
1o urge the
h forms the basis
iately follows Dr. Balten's book on
alt with general principles,  With 14

Itev. Dr. A. Sutherland says: ** In this book,
o the ventral figure, we have ane of the most deeply nt
+ {0 the history of missionary effort among the red men of (L0 continent.
It s tho life story of one of the grandest of modor, missionaries, with

;.'[::[;::;ylu- to many other noted " workers, and. incidente of thrilling lustrations, CONTENTS,
CONTENTS. 1% Governm, Self_The Government of the Family—The Govern.
Young Manhood - Co-Workers of Evans—Teaching the Indians—Indian ient of th The Rights and Duties of Citizens—The Nat
A ssocin

ent—Forms of Government— Patriotism The_Govern-
i Empire—The l?uu*rmurnl‘o!lIu: lmnnnim;_"l'lu-_( oV,

e First Saskatehewan Missionary —Civilizing (1 he Provinces ipal Government — Educationa

Apostle of the North - Night in the Wintry Camp—Invention of " on The Judicial System — Taxation — Wealth Political

the Syllabic Characters—Mr. Eyvans Journals—Winter Journey to Parties—Twentieth Century Problems,

the Saskatche Jerseeutio ' Tragody pvenge.

indicat i o 4h-— Persecution  Aroused—Tragedy and Hevonge ek s B

Vindication and Death.
What is Said of I “ Young Canadians who love their
g et part in the developn

Lake Superior Missions - The Work and the Workman
From Ottawa to Norway House—A € 'l

of It.
ry, and who desire to take an intelli-

of good government, should pro.
W. H. Moss, President Hamilton

an
P.

beon to the readers of missionary books is the bright and vigorous
Apostle of the North,' told hy that in writer on

h L

** * Canadian Citizensh n some respects worthy to rank with th
books we have yet had in our Reading Course, The abundant. i formation it
sping is most valuable, and is arranged in a form both convenient and
The volume should be of e,

tey
nces of & genuin
S8,

Exerton R, Young. It relates th
spent twenty busy years among the Cree

of the story of James
i ans, the noble mis-
enial thewe, and so thrilling is his narrative
the book until all has been read.” Y.

natio

al Conference Epworth League. .
¢ Glear, concise and comprehensive treatment it is unequalled. 1t is an
fdmirable book for our Reading Course.”—REY. G. H. Commamen. Presuiens
London Conference Epworth League,

The hook has many a thrilling page in it, and dese TVes OUr wWarm com

mendation. "~ Literary World.
1 i w book teeming with interest.” — Methodist Recorde v, England.

oy [ At St
i ostle o e Nor

Rm.l‘" Price of the Books . Out wrlln the Old Voyagers

EEX Canadian Citizenship -

$4.60
The books of the Course are costing more this year than ever, but the set will be
sold as ucu;nlvfur.thv sn-1.ﬂl sum of $2_oo' pns!.pald to any addre.ss in Lar{adzl. This is
legs than half price.  Sets will not be broken, but single volumes will be supplied at regular
prices as above. Address Orders to

Toronto : W.LLIAM BRIGGS Montreal, Que. : C. W. COATES

s Wesley Buildings. 2176 St. Catherine St.

alifax, N.S. : S, F. HUESTIS

141 Grenville St.




